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A Message From Our President 
College o! the Mainland ts one year old. It is the time to the result of doing the work of a coune. If one does not 

measure what we have accomplished during this year. Yet complete all of the-work or a course to the satisfaction or 
more important Is to measure what remains to be accomp- lus professor, he sJmply does not get credit lnthe course. 
Itshed. While we must focus our attention on the future, tti.e Because we oellive faifure breeds failure and that success 
students1.-raculty, and staff may take a justified backwan! breeds success, the gradhu( system Is tied to student and pr
glance. -me accomplishments of the year are many. Among fessional responsibility. Collef{e of the Mainland Is not "easy" 
the key accomplishments Is the fact we became a tuncf~ yet it fs not unreasonable In its quality control. 
ioning organization, and that we established deflnite goals But of an ·the accompu,bments of College of the Mainland 
and sta.ndards. team to date, nooe bas the significance of the first mentioned 

What are some of these goals and standards? What pro- above; Le.,· the establlBbment and maintenance of clecent 
gress have we made toward their acbJevement. What are human relatioosbipf. Were I asked to point to College of the 
these characterisics which we felt would make College of the Mainland'11 greatest strerurth, I would have to say that it is 
Mainland different and better? the deep commttment of die Trustees and of us of the ~~ 

First, we agreed that College of the Mainland msut be a to the spirit of the Constitution and other Law of the 
decent human fellowship. This simply means we woukl give and to the spirit of mutual respect and brotherhood tha 

each other the encouragement and support needed for our flows from that noble commitment. I predict that College 
fudMdual growth and development. That is, administrJuion_, of the Mainlanders will alwa1s be know for their happy, 
would . support faculty and staff, and1 in tum, faculty and positive and constructive spuit, and for their IMlstence 
staffwouldsupportandassiststudentswnowouldintumsupport that College of the Mainland be an All-American College 
eaCh other and the adminJstratlon, the faculty, and the staff. In every sense of the term. What Is a nobler alm? 
Th~ philosophy of mutual support must penetrate . the lnfor- With a strong and jealously guarded fellowsllJ» and with 
mal as well as the formal behavior of the institution. the nn- p~ deserving of accomplishment, College of Che Main
official as well as the official, the individual as well as the land wfil most certainly be, vet}' soon, one ol the great and 
group. We agreea at me outset tnat. cenam patnologies must leading Institutions of its kind m the nation. Sbouil we llP1 
be avoided; I.e.. nepUv:l.sm, pesS1D1ism. abnormal . 0reoc- out to settle for less? 

Campus Site 
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cupation with what is wrongkverbal'Cannibalism (gossip) and 
other such symptoms ofsfo otganizations must not flourish 
here. rs ours a decent human fellowship? While each must 
judge for himsell, I am lead to the conclw""1 that the state 
of the moral health of our College team In thls regard Is 
unusually good. Of course, we must work constantly to 
improve our fellowshin. At all costs. we must avoid becoming 
an ordinary colJP.,;te in regard tn OW' human relationships. 

soi.lit to a high level and that innovations i.houkl ~ madt: 
when and wherever feas[ble _and JL<;emJ. We Jl!lVe nor •-.::<t'.!t!
e<t the "proniised rand" fu this • renrd. We have rn<1tfe a 
robust start. We have done oruy a tew experiments. We oa~ 
done more Innovating. Perhaps our most s~cant in
novation is the adoption of the position that teachtog and 
learning shouki be designed and executed 1n tenns of be
haviorally defined objectives and that evaluation (and the 
Grad.inR System) should be ~ to the objectlv&-eenter
ed teaching and learning procedure. It Is my feeling that 
wbat bas been done In regard to experimentation and in
novation this year will serve as a firm launching pad fot 
significant develooment.s in ~-

.111~ Trustees early directed and µrged the administranon 
to provide offcampus services to the adult cltu.ens of the 

District., Under the leadership of Mr. I.ester Burks the non
credit extension program reached more than six hundred 
(600) persons in the -second semester. The groundwork laid 
In adult educatjon this year will serve well as the foundation 
for the program next year. The accomplishment in adult 
education this year Is merely a preview of the services that 
will be providedln the communities In the District in the 
years ahead. 
- The Trustees directed us to develop useful and attractive 
rennanent facllitles-and soon. Ground bas been broken for 
the site work associated with the first phase of construction. 
A more formal groundbreakin~erclse will mark the 
beginning of work on the bui a month or so hence. 
I 6elieve all concerned will uhfma y a,tree that the criter
ia adopted b~e Trustees to govern physical facilities dev
elOPment are implemented. 1be campus will have beauty 
and usefulness a we will all be proud of it. 
~ of the Mainland is committed to a °Vig!)rous pro

gram of ~ and audio visual services to stuclents, p~ 
lessors, and Citizens. By any standard the development of 
these services thi~ year has been spectacular. 
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Campus Model The Colle,!e this year became a part of the state, regional, 
and national public junior colle~ movements. We are ad
mitted to the Texas Association of Collefl:! and Universities 
to the National Assocl.ation of Junior Co eges-' ~ real pro- ••-••••••:ro:•-•tfJJJ.T.c•••••••·aJ:u•• uusuna 
gft!SS was made toward recognitJon by the .)()UUJeffl Assoc-
iation of College ,and· Schools.Perhaps of more importance, " Spr1'ng Speech Fest" 
1be Coll~ge ~ tocal)y in the hearts and minds of the 

Student Involvement 
In this nation, the American people have Invoked a sys

tem of trial and error as to national foreign {>Olicy. One, 
a failure that died hard, was lsolaUonlsm. But It <'OUld not 
and did not work---«> tt was 4th11,..fonerl,. Pt~!~! •·,-e 
can ffl1ect. lot • JIM'CIWJt OD dals=t year and at the 
same time make" amparllon to fo policy. 

As we began, we were Isola ure and simple. 
But theo ~ Deelllle are to begin with. The 
im_porta.ot to ieallze ·is lhat this policy did not lend it-
self to accomf ou we're· tl'YiriJ? a new one-a suc-
cessfUI one-if s called "student involvement". Student Invol
vement Is more dimcult than Isolationism; It requires ef
fort and partfdpatlon, but the outcome is so much 
more enfoyaole. 

It promiced a dance. a basketball team, a speech rest, 
a little work. and a great deal of good times for all who 
were Involved. There is a J>hilosophy of llfe that ls particu
larJy applicable to the slfuation-namelyle you get out or 
scmetrung only what you put into It. A litt concerted effort 
.9JJ o~ oart.c; eoes ll long way and we've done the "big 
~• already. We've begun - the ball ls rolling, but then 
the year ls over. · 

But there ls another which "ill demand or us the 
same interest and dedlc.atloo-that ole student Involve
ment policy. A . positive attitude toward the future wll bene
fit you as well as those around you. 

'Ihis is our college and this Is our decision. If ft is positive 
towards student participation the outcome will be positive. 
We are able to accomplish Just about as much as we are 
willing to take on. Let's say U one more w~-tbe way 
Abraliam ~colJt said i~ we ~tand, divided we fall. 
It fi~ - wilted we c.an make this coflege · something we can 
be extremely proud or, the conunwuty can be proud or, and 
an Institute ln wbJcb we have worked and accomplished some
th!ng for the future. But divided we will faU. 

Looking forward with the aid of no horoscopes or magic 
stars, there Is a bright future for College of the Mamland. And 
In that future there 15 a place for each and every student 
to become an Integral part. Lookina forward-there will be 
a great personal satisfaction as weir as personal accomullsh
ment for the student who does more than wave the Dag
the student dedicated to involvement. · 

citizens tbl'OUgb its service to them. 
Great pride can be -taken In the associaiton which College Congratulations to the newly formed Drama Club of 

of the ~ainland bas wUh the national educational Improve- College of the MainJand on the success of the recently held 
meot movement. Our friends on the national scene are not first annual "Spring Speech Fest.•• 'The speech rest was the 
those who are satisfied"' to aim to b'ild and operate convent- rust activity presented by the Drama Club and was presented 
Jonal schools of. the old pattern.Out national friends are the to an all-college assembly on May 9, at 9:30 a.m. 
Innovators, the adventureres, the dreamers, the ~riment- The participating students and their respective categories 
ers. Of course, we pri2.e this association with the leaders were as follows: 
beacuse we see ourselves as leaders. Judi Faulk • Poetry Reading - "The Foghorn" 

A key goal of College of the Mainland toward which real Cleveland Gay - Poetry Reading - "The Creation" 
pro~ was made ts to demonstrate that the.re is a way Lewis Parker - Poetry Reading - "The Con~o" 
to make both quality and common decency secure In the Eddie McColllDD - Humorous Reading - • Spoon Rive1 
teaching-learning program. In other words, College of the Anthology" · 
Mainland Is committed to giv~ the serious student all of the Jan ·Llewellyn · Wcmeris Oratory • "The IMPOR'rANCE 
sup rt and all of the ii:rtunlt;y required for blm to sue- OF One Vote" · 

.U Is also. C9JJUIJ to belnlne tho.w. who lack nt.ot- Dana Sue Guthrie · Excerpt from "Ceasar and 
lf ~ to COJn~ to ha~ it. order to ac~mplish this and In• CleoDatra" 
Sut;,! hl6h quality, the teaching and ·teaming work fn each 'lbe speech fest was an overwhe~ success due 1Ji 

course Is designed for UJe accomplhhment of specific be- large part, to the hard work of Mrs. Jean Harper head 01 
havtoral objectlves. 1be sn,lent and the professor knQws in the Speech Deparbnent, and an of the performers' who pu! 
advance what the stud91t must be able to demonstrate ?.S In many hours in preparation for the program. Fall Reldstratlon 



first CO-ED Fraternity 
On Sunday March 31, 1968, seven members were initiated 

into the SIGMA DELTA Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa at 
College of the Mainland. The installation service for chapter 
organization and the initiation service for officers and 
charter members was held in the Nessler Center at 3 
p.m. The charter members of the group are as follows: 

Mrs. Jan Barroso 
Miss Dana Guthrie 
Mrs. Pauline Mitchell 
Miss Diane NeelY 
Mrs. Jean Schalk 
Miss Elsie Smith 
Ed Wesley 
The officers for the 1968-619 year are as follows: 
Mrs. Jean Schalk - President 
Ed Wesley - Vice-President 
Miss Elsie Smith - Secretary 
Miss Diane Neely - Treasurer 
Miss Nellie Carr - Sponsor 
The installation of die Chapter was conducted by Presi-

lMSTALIATION OF OFFICERS AND INI'ftA11ON dent Herbert F. Stallworth and Miss Nellie Carr. The 
L to R « 11 • • • initiation of members was conducted by the president -
Dr H~ . are as .lO ows. Row 1 :- Mrs .. Willie Mae McLemo~, Mrs. Jean Schalk. Following the installation and initiation, 
Dua _Tbert ~tallworth, an<! Miss ,!'-lellie Carr. Row .2 - ~s Mrs. W.illie Mae ~cLemore of San Jacinto College in Pasa
M Guthrie, Mrs. Pauline Mitchell, M~ Elsie Smith1 dena spoke oo tlie organization of Phi Theta Kappa and its :ir. E~ Wesley, Mrs. Jean Schalk, Mrs. Jan Barroso, ana meaning to the lives of the members. 
Miss Diane Neely· ., Phi Theta Kappa is a national scholastic honor society 

SIUDENT GOVERNMENT 

for Junior colleges. It is recognized by the American Asso
ciation of Junior Colleges. It was established to recognize 
intellectual achievement in American Junior Colleges. 
Membership in Phi Theta Kappa is conferred on those junior 
college students who compnse the upper ten per cent by 
scholastic rank of the total enrollment at their school The 
purpose of Phi Theta Kappa is to promote scholarship, to 
develop character, and to cultivate fellowship among the 
students of the junior colleges of the United States. 

The chapter attended the National Convention of Phi 
Theta Kappa in Houston, Texas, during the week of April 
8 - 11. It was the 50th Anniversary of Phi Theta Kappa. 

1be May meeting of Phi Theta Kappa was held on the 
13th. During the meeting several committee chairmen were 
appointed for the coming year. These include the followillg: 

Chairman of Membership Committee - Mrs. Pauline 
Mitchell 

Chairman of Scrapbook Committee - Miss Dana Guthrie 
Chairman of Honors Program Committee - Mrs. Jan 

Barroso 
Plans were discussed for projects during the 1968.eJ 

school year. Some of these include the following: 
A team for the incoming students next year. 
To assist with fall and spring registrations. 
To organi7.e a tutor program in some scholastic areas. 
The organization and activities of this chapter represents 

the first national organization at College of the Mainland, 
Inde~ it is an honor to have an organization of this type 
at the College. 

... I 
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'1be ax~ will ~ ••• on whom? (Student Court) 

Honest, I don't know who has the gavel!!! . 

First COM 
Graduate 

· Student Government Elections 
The elections for Student Government at College of the 

Mainland were held immediately following approval of the 
Constitution by the Student Body. Students maintaining a 
scholastic average of "C" were eligible to nm for the office 
of their choice. 

'lbe following students were elected: President, Ed C. 
Wesley; V~ce-President, John D. Jae~; ~retag, Dana 
SUe Guthrie; Student Senate, J. B. Sonny·· Kline, Jr., 
linda Morecraft, Richard Williams, Dail Cotton, Johnny 
McClure, Charles Sterling;,:!~ Llewellyn, Patricia Laubact, 
and John Smith; Student \ANUl., Jan Barroso (Chief Justice), 
Brenda Caligooe, Charles Douglas, Virginia Green, Mark 
A. Janner, and Gloria Vtllarrea[ 

1be first meeting of the Student Government was held 
on March 8, 1968, in lhe Student Union Bull~. Dr. Herbert 
F. Stallworth, President of the College, instalfed Ed Wesley 
as President of the Student Body. The elections were . 
certified and all Student Government members were' 
installed by Mr. Wesley. 1be book Robert's Rules of Order 
was adopted to cover basic procedure. 

Four vacant seats within the Senate were filled by an 
election which was held within the week. A vigorous 
campaign produced many colorful and impressive posters 
and speeches. The following students were elected: Lewis 
Parker, Elsie Smith, and Beth Stinson (Senators-at-Large), 
and Dee Bruggman from Business Occupations. 

Miss Karen Watson of 1106 13th Avenue North, Texas 
City. became the first student to file for graduation from 
College of the Mainland. Miss Watson, a sophomore 
transfer from Hill Junior College, _bas reguested a diploma 
as an executive secretary maJor. Smee the College 
offered primarily freshman courses this y~r. no formal ~--~-~---------~--~ 

Our group has 42 percent fewer-

Decisions. Decisions!! 

Bui--yoa're stennino on mv tnof t t •e.a~••u.e••~·~···~,..~---ttY•~······ _ J!,_0!U>.!'.-r.as1e :smith , REPORTER'S 
Assistant Editor-
Dana Sue Guthrie 
Gloria Villarreal Basketball 

Dail Cotton 

Photographer Elections 
Mr. Robert Shinn 
C~rdinator-Audio--Visual Aids Dana Gul.brie 

Gradu;:.tP. 

Elsie Smith 
Speech 1-"'est 

Ed Wesley 
College Dance 

"Sonny" KJine 
StudP.nt 1nvo1 h.dleot · 

J a11 1 ,iewellyn 

ratemity 
Miss Nellie Carr 

Our Library · 
Gloria VillarreaJ ••••••••••••••••••••• 

We would like to 

express 

our sincere appreciation 

to Linda Villarreal 

for her helpful 

assistance. 
~duation exercises are planned. Accordmg to college 
officials Miss Watson will receive special recoP,ition by 
the College and will a~ be ·invited to participate in Voices of dissent (Student Senate) 
formal graduation exercises next spring. 



I lost my contact! 

I Chink it needs a bit m~ 

Heres me expert. 

~ •• 

H idi19 Evide•ce 

College Dance Success 
In contrast to worries about lack of student interest and 

participation, the all-college dance held at the Holiday Inn 
was a resounding "standing room .. only'' success. Much of 
the credit for the success can be given to the hard working 
committees under the overall chairmanship of J.B. "Sonny 
Kline. The thoughtful planning and hard work was evi
dent in the decorations, refreshments and entertainment. 

In making arrangements for the dance, students were re
peatedly pfeasantly surprised at the cooperation received 
from the many business contacted in our district. The College 
received discounts, free donations, and much helpful advice. 

Music was provided by the TSU Torooados in a ballroom 
decorated with hundreds of sparkling stars (Jowers and green
ery. Tables were decorated with student-mad~ flowers, 
bracelets as favors, and lighted by candles-all designed to 
carry out the theme of "Midnight Madness". 

The only disappointment of the night was the intermission 
entertainment which was cancelled when it was discovered 
that the player piano woukin 't work and this was the only 
imtrument the faculty member (mercifully omitted) scheduled 
to provide the entertainment could play. 

Over two hundred students and faculty members en
joyed the good music, the shrimp, dips, punch and other 
refreslunents an<!, above all, a good time and fellowship. 

Chairmen of me sub-committees included Mrs. Virginia 
Green, Decorations; Jan Llewellyn, Refreshments; and Bren
da Caligone, Entertainment. Committee Cbainnen were as
sisted by the following students: Petie Laubach, Hazel Parker, 
Dana Sue Guthrie, Willie Williams, ~wis Parker, Margaret 
Perkins, Oiarles Carraway, and Becky Davis. 

Progress Report 
During the 1967~ school year, the Division of Instruction 

bas been able to accomplish a significant amount of progress, 
especially in the academic areas. A wide variety of freshman 
level courses bas been offered in a broad range of major 
fields. In addition to the academic areas, an extremely well
planned and desiJ;Oled Vocational Office Occupations Program 
m the Technical--Vocational area has been implemented. There 
is no doubt that instruction at College of the Mainland has 
established itself as both respectable and unique. 

Great plans are being made for the upcommg school year. 
Course work on the sophomore level will be offered and the 
total curriculum for all areas will be expanded. A depart
ment of Art will be establi:..h~ for the 196819 school year. 
Additional courses in English, lllstory. Psychology, Sociology, 
Business, Science, Matliematics, Speech, and other areas 
of academic transfer work will be offered. 

A program of Electronic Data Processing and Computer 
Technology will be among the new program offerings in the 
Technical-Vocational Department. Also, in the department, 
will be initial offerings m Drafting Technology. Offerings in 
Vocational Office Occupations will be expanded. 

E~t additional instructors will be employed prior to the 
ope~ of the fall semester. 

1be mstructional staff is looking forward, with great anti• 
cipation, to the constant improvement in teaching and learn-, 
ing. In keeping with the basic theme and philosophy of the 
ColleSC, exciting plans are being made for experimentation 
and mnovation in the teaching-learning process. All of the 
staff is especially looking forward to the fall semester, , 
1969, when we will move into the first round construction , 
which . is designed to implement our basic philosophy. 

1 
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First Basketball 
Schedule Announced 

I I 
I 

College of "fhe Ma inland will . participate in intercollegiate 
athletic competition next year as a member of the Texas 
Junior College Athletic Conference. The college will compete 

.- in basketball, track1 and possibly tennis and golf as the coming 
formats of the Ath1etic Association. 

' 'lbe basketball schedule consists of other junior college 
)\ teams and senior college freshman team~, including the No. 
~ 1 junior college in the nation. Although me conference is a 

very strong one, College of the Mainland plans no exten
sive recruiting program . Players will be recruited primar• 
ily from the College of the Mainland district. This IS m 
keeping with the college fhilosophy that athletic competition 
is only a part of the tota education program of the college. 

Home 2ames will be· played in high school gymn~iums, 
tn the college district. The schedule for next year will tie as 
··follows: 

1968-69 Basketball Schedule 

Nov. 18-at Blinn College-z 
Nov. 22-at Lee College-x 
Nov. 23-St. Phillips College-x (home 
Nov. 30-at San Antonio <oolle[x (home) 
Dec. 7-Blinn College-x (home 
Dec. 11-Wbarton County Jr. llege-x (home 
Dec. 13-at Scbrenier lnstitute-x 
Dec. 14-at Concordia Lutheran College 
Dec. 16 South Texas Junior College-x (home) 
Dec. 18-San Jacinto x(hom~) 
Jan. 3-San Antonio Couege-x (home, . . 
Jan. 4-Scbremer 

I 

' 

I 
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Boy, this college life! ! 

Start d•'t ~ &be carnival. 

I~ 

Student's Directories t 

Are In 

COM Library 

• I 
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Jan. 7-at Wharton U>unty Jr. College-x 
Jan. 11-Concordia Lutheran College-x 
Jan. 17-Victoria 

Jan. 18-at Bee County College-JC 
Jan. ~at St. Phillips College-x 

College of the Mainland has peat expectations of having 
one of the best libraries in this area. Although it has not 
fully completed its first year of operation, there are approxi
mately 10,000 volumes on the shelves at the present time 
with many more on order. 

Jan. ao:Gulf Coast Bible College (home) 
Feb. 1-at Houston Baptist College Fr. 
Feb. &-Houston Baptist Colle~ Fr. (home) 
Feb. 8-at Gulf Coast Bible College 
Feb. IO-Victoria College-x (home) 
Feb. 12-at South Texas Junior College-x 
Feb. 14-at San Jacinto College-x 
Fe_b. 20-Bee County College-x (home) 

x-TJCAC Games 

A copy machine is available for students and staff. An 
expansion program is underway and should be completed 
for the fall semester. 

The libra!'Y is very competently managed by Mrs. Mary 
~cGra_w with the help of Mrs. Barbara Carol, Assistant 
Libranan. 

The library will be open from 7: 45 a.m. to 8: 30 p.m. Mon
da:y throuJ:?h Thursday and from 8:00 a .m. to 5:00 p.m . on 
Friday. After June 1st hours will be from 7: 30 a .m . to 4:30 
p.m. for the duration of summer semesters. 



Adult Education Program. 
1be Adult Education and Carumwuty Sel'Vlce Program oon

clDdes the year having touched more than seven hundred 
adults In the Comrnumties of Teus Qty, mtchcoclt, Alta 
La:na, Bacl.Uf, ~ and La Marque, 

A wfde range of courses were ottered and Included the 
ftelds of ~ge. Buslnes.,, Insurance, General Educa
tional Achlievement, Basic Law Enforcement, Interior De
corating. Rapid Reading, Sewing, and Aatnmomy. 

Forty-three adults received t!Jelr GED Equivalency Certi
ftcatioo. 

Nineteen Law Enforcement Officers concluded the requlre
ments for a bask course Jn Law Enforcement as prescribed 
by the Commission on Law Enforcement. 

Twelve elemlentary school t.eachers in the Santa Fe Pu· 
blic School received an intensive course in Astronomy. 

As a result of the cooperatfoo between the College or tht' 
Ma.inland and the Galveston County Chapter of the National 
Secretaries Association, the Cbapf.er was awlll'ded a Finl 
Place Certfflcate in Educational Achievement. Approxima
tely seventy secretaires participated in a review course for 
secretaries. 

Planning is underway for the continuation of these courses 
during the Fall semester. 

v.suesa.lliahiasuuuucuauuuuc:uuuL--W 

Let Hertz put you in the driver's seat. 

Yep .. .looks Uke lt'U bold us! 

Is Santa reallv here??? 

College of Mainland 
Summer S,hedule 

First 1-erm June ;s-Jaly 15 

Co-f,I ffig6est .On 
Dean's Lisi 

Julia L. Barroso of Texas City made the dean's highest 
honors list at College of the Mainland for the fall semester. 

To qualify for this honor, the student must have completed 
no less than 12 semester hoUJ'S of credit work with au A's. 

Nine students made the dean's list which requJres a total 
of 12 hours completed with a grade point average or 3.3 out or 
a possible 4. 

S111dents makirur the dean's Ust from Texas City are Barbara 
D. Copelin, Toru Guinn, Loyola P. Mitchell, Jean Schalk, 
Rlta L. Schaper, Elsie M. Smith and Charles F. Young. 

La Marque students making the dean's list are 
Dana S. Guthrie and Diane E. Neely. 

Thirty students made the president's IJst which Is designed 
to recognize students who, In the judgement of the faci.alty, 
have made outstanding progress In tlie.ir studJes during the 
semester, regardless ol their absolute level of achievement. 

Grades play no role or onJy a minor role in this selection. 
The student must have been enrolled for a minimum of six 
semester hours. 

Texas City students maklng the president's 11st are Allee 
Baker, Cll.tf Clark. Barbara Copelin carol Cunningham, 
Henry Darden, Barbara Dotson, Johnnie Edwards, John Garton, 
Dorothy Godard, Toni Guinn, Andrew Knoxson, Freida 
Marshall, Dallene Owens, Betty Ryman, Flora Sanford, Jean 
Schalk, Patricia Smith and Gloria Villarreal. 

Students from La Ma.rque making the president's list are 
Keith Bellamy, Carrie Blow, Ed Kuhn, Marina Lieban, 
Jan Llewellyn and Morris Meadows. 

Other students are Buddy Bums Bacilli, Laura Hodges, 
Mark Lange and L. Shosty, Olckia~on; George Malllos, 
League City; and Bob Subject. Hitchcock. 

WffD"J..TJ:ll.~WJ.TJJL'Tl..itJ..T~ 

& Number 'l1lbe bstructor 

Have a good 
time this 
Summer! 

. Mach. 131.IBusiness Machines 8: 30- 10 M-FStaff 

. Math. 131.l Business :Mathematics 11: 30-1 M-1', Staff 
ComPostion and Rhetoric 8: 30-10 M-F Hartnett 
ComPosition and Rhetorlc10-11:oo M-FWade 
Reading Improvement 11 :30-1 .M-1'' Bass 
English Literature 10-11: ~ M-F Hartnett 
National and State 1-2:30 M-F nse 
U.S. History to 1865 8:30-10 M-F Urbina 
U.S. HL-;tory to 1865 10:30-1 M-F Urbina 
Introduction to Business 1-2: 30 M-F carr 
Contemporary Math 11; 30-1 M·F Thomas 
College A1gef>.ra 11:30-1 M-F Bordelon 
Trigonometry lO· ll: 30 M-F Bordelon 
General Ps_Ichology lO-ll: 30 M-F Vickers 
Beginning 'l)'plng 8:30-10 M•F C8.rr 

tle Sec9ad Term Jaly 17-Aapst 2t 
B. Mach. 131.l Business Machines 8: 30-10 M-F Staff 
Eng. 132.I Composition and Reading 8: 30-10 M•F Harper 
Egn. 231.1 English Literature 11: 30-1 M-F Harper 
Govt. 232.1 National and State 8:30-10 M-F Smith 
Hist. 136.1 U.S. History from 1865 11:30-1 M-F Smith 
Math. 133.1 College Algebra 10.11: 30 M·F Staff 
Typ. 132.l Intennedlate Typing 8:30-10 M-F McNutt 

REGISTRATION: 
First Term: June 3, 8: 30-12 
Second Term: July 17, 11:30-12 

INSTRUCDONS: Send Application for Admission 
orm to Registrar' at least one week prlor fo registration date. 

ColJege transfers must submit a statement of standJnR showing 
nwnber of semester hours previously earned. Transcripts 
for 1968 hi~ school graduates will be required by .rune 15. 

romoN CIIARGES: 
(Per ~Wffk term) 

llesldeat of District Noa-llesldeat Dist. 
1 Course $27 .00 ... 
2 Courses .00 

NEXT! 

' 

Sinus Sufferers 

1t's His 

See You Next 
Year?? 
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DR. STALLWORTH addressing the students of COM 
during Fall Assembly which was held at the Nessler 
Civic Center on Monday, September 16, 1968. 

H ~1;:ems ~ .. ch ci ::.1.nplt:: lh!ng 
to try to welcome students 
to College of the Mainland, 
but it is almost impossible 
to do it adequately in a few 
words. We could simply say 
"Welcome" and, of course, 
we do extend that greeting. 
But a more fitting welcome 
must come as we move to
gether into the year's work. 
The sense of welcome that 
is most precious is that which 
flows from finding here the 
decent human relationships 
that are the hallmark of a 
worthy place. Our task, our 
opportunity, here at College 
of the Mainland goes far be
yond reading, writing, econ
omics, and algebra-though 
these are essential to the de
velopment of an educated per
son. What is of greater im
portance is the chance we 
have to prove, everyday of 

our lives, to ourselves and 
to all who would come to take 
note of our College, that we 
serve and strengthen 
Democracy best through 
serving and strengthening 
each other. This is the kind 
of a welcome that will demon-

Blue and White 
School Colors 

In a special election con
ducted by mailed ballots, stu
dents who were enrolled at 
College of the Mainland for 
the 1967-68 school year 
selected Blue and White as 
the school colors. Other 
colors on the ballot included 
Red and White and Green 
and White. The school colors 
will be reflected in the choice 
of uniforms of the athletic 
team of College of the Main
land. 

strate that College of the 
Mainland is truly an All -
American College. It ts this 
form of welcome that looks 
beyond national origin, reli
gion, sex, race and creed 
to what is golden in us -
our common humanity. 

So, Welcome to a place 
where high standards and mu
tual help are opposite sides 
of the same coin and where 
''Welcome" is a normal op
erating procedure rather than 
an opening greeting. 

Herbert F. Stallworth 
President 
College of the Mainland 

Tryouts For 
COM Comets 

Basketball Coach Ron Um
mel invites all male full-time 
students wanting to tryout for 
the 1968-1969 Comet Basket
ball team to attend a meeting 
Friday, September 20, 1968, 
at 4:05 p.m. in the gymnasium. 
The College of the Mainland 
(COM) Comets will play a 
26 game schedule in the Texas 
Junior College Athletic Con
ference. The Comets first 
home game will be November 
23 with St. Phillips College 
of San Antonio. Home games 
will be played at the high 
schools within the COM com
munity. 

Mrs. Nellie Thorogood has 
been named as sponsor for the 
cheerleading squad. She is 
planning preliminary tryouts 
which will begin in several 
weeks. Any tull-time stu
dent that is interested may 
sign a list at Mrs. Thoro
good' s office which is located 
in the faculty office suite, 
Building B. 

. More Classrooms 
Student Senate Calls Elections October 14-15 Are Needed For 
In a meeting on Tuesday, 

September 17, the Student 
Senate called for elections to 
be held on October 14 and 
15. Included in the offices 
to be filled by the election 
are fifteen positions in the 
Student Senate, the Student 
Body President, the Vice Pre
sident, Secretary, and six 
members oftheStudentCourt. 
The deadline for filing for 
an office is October 1. 

Any student who is 
registered at College of the 

Mainland is entitled to vote 
in the election. Each office 
holder is required to meet 
the standards set forth in 
the Constitution. 

In addition to the Student 
Government offices, there are 
several other positions to be 
filled. The Editor in Chief, 
Managing Editor, Chief Re
porter, Chief Photographer, 
and Circulation Manager will 
be elected to form the staff 
of the Trailblazer. Eight 
members are to be elected 

COM Student Will Be On 
League Governing Board 

Student on Governing Board 
Representatives of four 

public junior colleges met 
in Texas City uu Muuila;y, 
August 26, and formed the 
League for Experimentation 
and Innovation inPublicCom
munity Colleges. 

The charter institutions are 
Cochise College, Douglas, 
Arizona; Western Piedmont 
Community College, Morgan-

ton, North Carolina; Coffey
ville Community College, 
Coffeyville, Kansas; and Col
lege of the Mainland, Texas 
City. 

The key criterion for ad
mission to membership in the 
League is acommitmentfrom 
the trustees of an interested 
institution "to support the 
quest of students, faculty, and 
administration for more ef
fective and efficient ways to 

Ground Breaking Charge 
Forecasts Bright Future 

An excess of 200 people 
attended C o 11 e g e ground
breaking ceremonies held at 
the Texas City High School 
on Sunday, September 15. Mr. 
Paul Teague, member of the 
Board of Trustees of the Col
lege, served as Master of 
Ceremonies. After the intro
duction of guests, Dr. H. F. 
Stallworth, President of the 
College, delivered the charge. 

Mr. Wilbur Arrington, La 
Marque, responded on behalf 
of the Board of Trustees; Dr. 
Fred A. Taylor, Dean of In
struction, on behalf of the 
Colleg~ faculty; Mr. Paul 
Anderson, Hitchcock, on be
half of the student body; Mr. 
Richard Wagner, Santa Fe 
High School, on behalf of the 
high school seniors; Dr.Dave 
Engman, on behalf of the In
dependent School Districts; 
Mr. Paul Arnold, La Marque, 
on behalf of the high school 
principals; Mr. Paul La 
Fleur, Dickinson, on behalf 
of the high school counselors; 
and Mr. Lyman Reed, on be
half of the Architects. 

After the initial ceremonies 
were concluded the group 
moved to the college site on 
Highway 1 764 in order to 
physically break ground. It 
is expected that the Learn-

ing Resources Center, the 
science building, and the 
Technical/Vocational build
ing will be ready for oc
cupancy by September, 1969. 

Lyceum 

Presents 
Film Series 

Lyceum council presents film 
The Lyceum Council is 

sponsoring an exciting film 
series to be viewed through
out the year. The Assistant 
Recreation Director, Mr. 
Warren Jones, has given our 
student body premission to 
use the facility on six differ
ent Wednesday evenings 
at 7:30 p.m. 

The following films will be 
shown: 

The Snake Pit Sept. 25. 
Viva Zapata Oct. 16 
Fail Safe Nov. 20 
Lord Jim 
Cat on a Hot 
Tin Roof 
C itlzen Kane 

Jan. 8 

Feb. 12 
Mar. 19 

Students may obtain free 
tickets by presenting their 
student activity card at the 
Student Personnel Office. 

to the Student Center Board. 
The duties of the Board in
clude the responsibility to 
recommend, secure, and use 
resources in order to pro
vide a place for student dia
logue, fellowship, refresh
ment, recreation, and general 
student convenience. 

Six members will be elected 
to the Lyceum Council. The 
Council promotes a broad 
range of high quality pro
grams. 

In other action, the Stu
dent Senate approved three 
constitutional amendments 
for inclusion on the ballot 
and also approved Charters 
for the Drama Club and the 
Trailblazer. 

achieve the expressed goals 
of the College through ex
perimentation and appro
priate innovation." 

Dr. Stallworth has indicated 
that a College of the Mainland 
student will be selected to 
serve on the governing board 
of the League. He commented 
that this is in keeping with 
the College commitment to 
involve students in all phases 
of the College. 

New Scholastics 
Enrollment at College of 

the Mainland was 688 at the 
end of the regular enrollment. 
This 1s an increase of 50% 
over last year's enrollment. 
Final figures will not be avail
able until the 12th class day. 
Late registrations are ex
pected to push the total to 
approximately 700 students. 

The demand for technical 
vocational courses has been 
especially high according to 
Mrs. Juno McConnell, Re
gistrar. Over seventy people 
have enrolled in the datapro
cessing courses which were 
initiated this year. 

Dr. Fred Taylor, comment
ing on the enrollment, said, 
"We are delighted that Col
lege • of the Mainland is 1n 
a position to offer programs 
of study for the citizens of 
the Mainland area. It is in
deed encouraging that so many 
people recognize the valu~ ot 
their community college and 
are anxious to utilize its 
services." 

As a result of the large 
enrollment, several new 
classrooms bad to be open
ed. Data processing, art, 
gowrnment and business 
classes are now located in 
building B. 

CAMPUS BOOKSTORE 
Remember to patronize the 

Campus Book Store. It is 
filled with assorted items 
needed in everyday school 
life. For example, when the 
cold wind rages and winter 
is at its fullest force, how 
can you stay warm without 
a COM sweatshirt made by 
ARTEX? As you drive down 
the city streets of your home 
town don't you want to ex
hibit school spirit at a peak? 
Then drive proudly with 

a College of the Mainland car 
sticker prominently dis
played. And for you book 
worms and dead heads who 
feel studying 1s a qecessary 
evil of college life, we even 
promote the sellingandbuying 
of textbooks for designated 
college classes. As an added 
attraction !or the next few 
weeks COM will sponser sell
ing a packet of men's and 
women's toiletries called 
CAMPUS PAC. Watch for the 
details. 

Basketball Schedule 
Nov. 18 
Nov. 22 
Nov. 23 
Nov. 25 
Nov. 30 
Dec. 7 
Dec. 11 
Dec. 13 
Dec. 14 
Dec. 16 
Dec. 19 
Jan. 3 
Jan. 4 
Jan. 7 
Jan. 11 
Jan. 17 
Jan. 18 
Jan. 25 
Jan. 30 
Feb. 1 

Blinn College* T 
Lee College* T 
St Phillips Col.* H 
Lee College* H 
San Antonio Col. *T 
Blinn College* H 
Wharton Jr.Col.* H 
Schreiner Inst.* T 
Concordia L.Col T 
s. Tex.Jr. Col.* H 
San Jacinto Col. *H 
San Antonio Col. *H 
Schreiner Inst.* H 
Wharton Jr .co •• * T 
Concordia L.Col. H 
Victoria college* T 
Bee Cty College*T 
St Phillips Col. *T 
Gulf est.Bible Col H 
Houst. Bapt. Col. T 

Feb. 6 Houst. Bapt. Col.H 
Feb. 8 Gulf est.Bible ColT 
Feb. 10 Victoria College* H 
Feb. 12 S. Tex. Jr. Col.* T 
Feb. 14 San Jacinto Col. *T 
Feb. 20 Bee cty.College* H 

* T.H.C.A.C. game 
H - Horne 
T - There 

Starting time for all 
games 7:30 p.m. except at 
Houston Baptist College Fr. 
on Feb. 1 (6:00 p.m.). 

Director of Athletics: 
Frank Vitale 

Basketball Coach: Ron 
Ummel 

Sites tor home games to 
be arranged. 
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DR. HERBERT F. STALL
WORTH,PRESIDENT College 
of the Mainland. 

Education: A.B., Univers
ity of Florida, Political 
Science, 1948, M.A., Uni
versity of Florida, Political 
Science, 1949, Ed. D., Uni
versity of Florida, 1951. 

Experience: Junior college 
chairmanship of Government 
and History Dept.; Dean of 
Administration of Dade 
County Junior College in 
Miami; President of Western 
Piedmont Community College 
in Morganton,NorthCarolina; 
served as Assistant Director 
of the Board of Regents of 
Florida; spent half dozen 
years in the textile and sugar 
industries. 

Hobbies include golfing and 
wood carving. 

(MRS.) JUNE McCONNELL 
COORDINATOR OF AD
missions, registration, and 
records, 

College of the Mainland 
Experience: Registrar at 

Kilgore Junior College for 
~o years. Registrar at 
College of the Mainland. 

Education: B.B.A. Stephen 
F. Austin, Nacogdoches, Tex
as; M.Ed. Stephen F. Austin, 
Nacogdoches, Texas. 

Hobbies are campin~ and 
fishing. 

NELL IE THOROGOOD . , 
Busmess Instructor, .College 
of the Mainland. 

Education: B.B,A and M 
B,E. North Texas State Uni~ 
versity. 

Experience: Previously 
taught at North Texas State , 
is president of the College of 
the Mainland Faculty andStaff 
Assn. 

Hobbies: guitar, piano and 
sailing, 

DR, FRED A. TAYLOR 
' DEAN OF INSTRUCTION , 

College of the Mainland 
Education: B.S., College of 

the Ozarks, Clarksville, 
Arkansas, 1951, M.S., Texas 
College of Arts & Industries , 
Kingsville, Texas, 1956, 
Ph.D., University of Texas, 
1967. 

Experience: Taught in 
Arkansas for three years, 
Mathematics and General 
Business, Junior High and 
Senior High Schools, Corpus 
Christi, for five years, Joined 
Administrative Staff of Del 
Mar College, Cor_pus Christi, 
1959, and took leave of 
absence in 1965 to accept 
Kellogg Scholarship at Uni
versity of Texas. 

Hobbies include golfing and 
fishing. 

GEORGE E. THOMAS, DI
RECTOR OF ACADEMIC 
PROGRAMS College of the 
Mainland 

Education: B.S., Stephen 
F. Austin State College, 1959 
Math and English; M.A., Sam 
Houston State College, 1965, 
Math and Physics. 

Experience: Mathematics 
insti·uctor, Alvin Jr. College; 
Whartqn Junior College; Sam 
Houston State College 

Hobbies include reading, 
pho.tography ,spectator sports 

DR, JACK M. ELSOM, 
DEAN OF STUDENT PER
SONNEL SERVICES College 
of the Mainland 

Education: B.S., North 
Texas State University, 1957, 
M.Ed., North Texas State Uni
versity, 1959, Ed. D., North 
Texas State University, 1965. 

Experience: Teaching, 
Houston Ind. School District , 
Supervisor, Wise County 
Public Schools, Counselor 
Hillsboro Ind. School District' , 
Director of Guidance, Del Mar 
College, Corpus Christi, Di
rector of Guidance, ElCentro 
College, Dallas. 

l J.. 

ANN BENNICK, BUSINESS 
INSTRUCTOR, College of the 
Mainland 

Education: B.S. and M. Ed. 
University of Houston. 

Experience: Previously 
taught at Galveston, Wharton 
and El Campo. 

Hobbies: Music and sew
ing. 

f 
DOROTHY McNUTT, 

CHAffiMAN AND BUSINESS 

• • 

/ INSTRUCTOR College of the 
I Mainland. 

• ·IA 

JOE R. FAULK, SUPERIN
TENDENT OF BUILDINGS 
AND GROUNDS College of 
the Mainland 

Education: B.B.A AND M, 
Ed., North Texas State Uni
versity. 

Experience: previously 
taught at Corpus Christi -
Texas, Texas City, and Del 
Mar Jr. College. 

Hobbies include camping, 
and Delta Pi Epsilon. 

EDWARD C. BROWN, 
DffiECTOR OF ADMINI
STRATIVE SERVICES, Col
lege of the Mainland. 

Education: B.B.A., Uni
versity of Texas, 1949. 

Experience: Texas Educa
tion Agency Field Auditor, 
1949-56; Director of Finance, 
Alvin Junior College, 1956-
67. 

Hobbies: Fishing and read
ing. 

LESTER BURKS, DffiEC
TOR OF TECHNICAL/VOCA
TIONAL PROGRAMS College 
of the Mainland 

Education: Industrial Arts 
Sam Houston State College, 
Huntsville, 1949, M.A. In
dustrial Arts, Sam Houston 
State College, Huntsville, 
1951, Doctoral Work, Sam 
Houston State College,Hunts
ville. 

Experience: Elementary 
School Principal, 'T'exas City 
Ind. Sehool Dist., 1961-66, 
Teacher, Industrial Arts, 
Texas City Ind. School Dist., 
1958-61. Experience in the 
teaching of drafting and wood
working. 

Hobbies: fishing 

RONALD SMITH, Super
visor I College of the Main
land. 

Education: B. B. A. and 
M. B. A. University of Texas 

Experience: previously 
taught at Alvin Junior College 

Hobbies: fishing and hunt
ing. 

BARBARA CAROL, ASSIS
TANT LIBRARIAN College of 
the Mainland. 

Education: M,L.S. in Li
brary Science from Texas 
Woman's University, 1963. 

Experience: University of 
Texas at Arlington, Library 
University of Dallas, Library, 
Kansas City Public Library. 

Hobbies: Sewing andpaint
ing. 

ROBERT P. SHINN. DI
RECTOR OF NON -PRINT 
MEDIA .RESOURCES CoUeg-e 
of the Mainland 

Education: B.S., Econom
ics, Sam Houston State Col
lege, 1964, M,Ed.,Sam Hous
ton State College, 1967. 

Experience: Taught Social 
Studies, Fox Vocational/ 
Technical High School, San 
Antonio, Graduate teaching 
assistant, Sam Houston State 
College, Instructor in elec
tricity and electronics, u .s. 
Navy. 

Hobbies: golf, fishing, 
sports fan. 

---

OONALD LEA, economics 
and Business instructor. 

Education: B.B.A. Uni
versity of Houston, M.B.A. 
Sam Houston State College, 

Experience: previously 
taught at Galena Park. 

Hobbies: likes weight-lift
ing, baseball, football. 

Former employee of Mon
santo Chemical Company for 
12 years. 

Experience 
tracting and 
conditioning, 
maintenance. 

includes con
building, air
all tYPes of 

Don't Forget To Vote 
Hobbies are camping and 

fishing. At Student Elections Oct. 14-lS 

MARY DRUE McGRAW , 
HEAD LIBRARIAN College of 
the Mainland. 

Education: A.B., Berea 
college, Kentucky; A.B. in 
L.S., Emory University, At
lanta, Ga. 

Experience: Assistant Li
brarian, Morehead State 
Teachers' College, Kentucky 
Sereals Librarian, Miami 
Dade Junior College, Miami, 
Florida,.Head Librarian, Ash
land Junior College, Ashland, 
Kentucky; Sandhills Com
munity College, Southern 
Pines, North Carolina. 

Hobbies include books, 
singing, dramatics, letter 
writing, cooking. 

(MRS.) SALLIE COWGILL , 
COUNSELOR College of 
the Mainland 

Education B.A. Psychology 
University of Texas, 1964, M. 
A., Psychology, University of 
Houston, 1968. 

Experience: YouthCounse
lor at Texas Employment 
Commission, Youth Oppor
tunity Center, 1964-67. Ther
apist at Day Hospital, Mid
Houston Community Mental 
Health Center, 1967-68. 

Hobby is water sports. 

ROY L. WALKER, COUN
SELOR College of the Main
land. 

Education: B.S. Education, 
North Texas State College, 
Denton, Texas, 1959; M, Ed. 
Guidance & Counseling,North 
Texas State University, 
Denton, Texas, 1962. 

Experience: Coaching and 
English, Junior High School , 
Gladewater, Texas, English 
at KermitHighSchool, 6 years 
Counseling & Guidance at Vic
toria High School, 4 years. 
Counselor at College of the 
Mainland, 

Hobbies include reading . , 
pa1nting and graphics. 



TOM CARTER, English In
structor, C allege of the Main
land. 

Education: B.A. Texas Col
lege; M.A. Texas Southern 
University: Additional study 
at the University of Texas 
and Texas Christian Uni
versity. 

Experience: Previously 
taught at Washington High 
School, Texas City and Wood
land Jr. High, La Marque. 

Hobbies: golf, swimming 
fishing and athletics. 

CAROLYN HARTNETT, Eng
lish Instructor, C allege of t:he 
Mainland. 

Education: A.B. Eastern 
Michigan University, M.A. 
University of Michigan; 

Experience: Previously 
worked with TeenLiberators; 

Hobbies include a wide 
variety of other interests. 

( 
\ 

JEAN HARPER, Speechln
structor, College of the 
Mainland. 

Education: B.S .E. Ar-
kansas State University,M.A. 
University of Arkansas. 

Hobbies: Interested in fly
ing, golf and antiques. 

JANE MEREDITH, Physi
cal Education Instructor, 
C allege of the Mainland. 

Education: B.A. and M.A. 
Appalachian State Teachers 
College, graduate study at 
University of Houston. 

Experience: Previously 
taught at Springfield, Mass; 
Pittsburg, California; Lake
land, Florida; Bakersfield, 
California; and Appalachian 
State. 

Hobbies: Swimming and 
other sports. 

MANUAL URBINA, Spanish 
Instructor, C allege of the 
Mainland. 

Education: B.A. Roward 
Payne College; M.A. Uni
versity of Texas. Graduate 
study at the National Uni
versity of Mexico. 

Hobbies: Music and photog
raphy. 

~I 
~ 

TOM HERMAN, Psychology 
and Sociology Instructor, Col
lege of the Mainland. 

Education: B. A. Univers-
ity of Texas, M.Ed. Uni-
versity of Texas. 

Hobbies and interests in
clude skin and scuba diving. 

1 
RON UMMEL, Physical 

Education Instructor and Bas
ketball Coach, College of 
the Mainland. 

Education: B.S. and M.S. 
Eastern Illinois University; 

Experience: played on the 
E.I.U. basketball team; pre
vious teaching and coaching 
experience at Easternlllinois 
and Rantoul High School, Ill. 

FRANK VITALE, Chair
man and Physical Education 
instructor, College of the 
Mainland. 

Education: A.B., Cornell 
University, M.A. Columbia 
University. 

Experience: Played on 
Cornell football team, pre
vious teaching and coaching 
experience at Columbia Uni- · 
versity, San Diego State 
College, Miami- Dade Junior 
0.o11All'A. 

PAULA ROBERTSON, 
English Instructor, College 
of the Mainland. 

Education: B. A. Univers
ity of Texas. M. A. Uni
versity of Texas. 

Hobby is driving to and 
from Houston. 

DON BASS, Chairman and 
English Instructor, College 
of the Mainland. 

Education: B.A. University 
of Corpus Christi; M.A. Tex
as A & I. 

Experience: Previously 
taught at South Texas Junior 
College. 

Hobbies: likes gardening. 

SYBIL WADE, English In
structor, College of the Main
land. 

Education: B.A. Central 
Washington State College; 
M.A. University of Houston; 

Experience: previously 
taught at Washington State 
University and University of 
Houston. 

Hobbies: poetry, music and 
politics. 

LARRY SMITH, History 
Instructor, College of the 
Mainland. 

Education: B.A. and M.A. 
Sam Houston State College. 

Experience: Previously 
taught at Sam Houston State 
and Dickinson High School. 

Hobbies: golf, baseball and 
an interest in reading. 
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CHARLES BENNETT, 
Mathematics Instructor, Col
lege of the Mainland. 

Education: B.S. and M.A. 
Sam Houston State College. 

Experience: Previously 
taught at Dickinson High 
School, Texas City High 
School and Sam Houston State. 

Hobbies: fishing and wood
working. 

MAX KARL WINKLER, Art 
Instructor, College of the 
Mainland. 

Education: B.A. and B.F .A. 
University of Texas also 
M. F. A. from University of 
Texas. 

Experience: Previously 
taught at Laredo, Texas. 

Hobbies: Interested in 
drawing, printmaking, read
ing and crafts. 

KATHLEEN CONWAY, 
History Instructor, College of 
the Mainland. 

Education: B.A. DePauw 
University; M.A. Temple Uni
versity, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Hobbies include an interest 
in music, sports, reading and 
training dogs. 

MICHAEL BORDE LON 
Mathematics Instructor, Col
lege of the Mainland. 

Education: B.A. and M.A. 
Southwest Texas State Col
lege; graduate study Univers
ity of Texas. 

Experience: Previously 
taught at Southwest Texas 
State and the University of 
Texas. 

I 
MARY ANNE SELF, Biol

ogy Instructor, College of the 
Mainland. 

Education: B. s. Boston 
College; M. Ed., Harvard 
University. 

Experience: Previously 
taught at Peabody (Mass) High 
School, North Shore Com
munity College, Beverly, 
Mass. 

Hobbies: Politics and 
marine biology. She also 
likes to travel. 

WILLIAM E. TISE, Chair
man and government Instruc
tor, College of the Mainland, 

Education: B.A. and M.A. 
University of Houston, gr~du
ate study at University of 
Texas and South Texas Col
lege of Law. 

Experience: Previously 
taught at University of 
Houston, Texas Southern Uni
versity and South Texas 
Junior College. 

Hobbies: Hunting, fishing 
and camping. 

Ground breaking ceremonies 
for the first building of Col
lege of The Mainland shows 
J . W. Arrington, Paul Teague, 
Bill Flaniken, Dick Alexander 
and George Delaney, trustees. 
Also Dr. Jack Elsom, dean of 
student personnel, Dr, Fred 
Taylor, dean of instruction, 
Dr. Herbert F. stallworth, 
president, and Gloria Villar
real, student. 

-
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CHARLES SELF 1 Biology 
and Oceanography Instructor, 
College of the Mainland. 

Education: B.S. and M.A. 
Sam Houston State. 

Experience: Previous ex
perience includes Parsons 
College and Blinn College. 

Hobbies: Fishing, hunting 
and natural history. 

Hike Those Grades 
With Tips For Study 

"Study Tips" on how to 
study are available in the 
Counselor's Office upon 
request and with no charge 
to the student. 

Library Hours 

Mon-Thurs 7:30 am-8:30 pm 
Friday - 7:30 am - 5:00 pm 

There will be a special 
beginning of school sale on 
all COM sweatshirts and 
jackets in the bookstore. The 
sale will include 10% off on 
the above mentioned items. 

Book Store Hours 
Mon & Wed 8:30 - 11:30 am 

1 :00 - 2:30 pm 
6:00 - 8:30 pm 

Tues&Thurs 8:30-11:30 am 
1:00-4:00 pm 
6:00-8:30 pm 

Friday 8:30-11:30 am 
1:00-4:00 pm 

~lease Use The 
Parking Areas 

STUDENTS--please park 
only in the areas designated 
as student parking. All park
ing violations will be handled 
by the Student Court. 

Wear Your Name Tag 
Let's Get Acquainted 

Starting Monday, Septem
ber 23, 1968 , all students 
are urged to wear their name 
tags and participate in 
HOWDY WEEK so all the old 
and new faces at COM can 
get acquainted. 

Construction 
Program 

For COM 
LYMAN REED: Total site 

work is about 50% complete. 
Excavation i~ about 65% com
plete. Lime stabilization of 
parking lots is 80% complete, 
with 40% of the limestone base 
work finished. 30% of curbing 
is in place. The Lott Con
struction Company will begin 
construction of the Learning 
Resources Center as soon as 
the Kraak Company completes 
the site work under that struc
ture. This particular side 
work is 90% complete. 

/ 

MACK GARY, Biology In
structor, College of the Main
land. 

Edu cation: Fisk University 
B.A.; M.A. from TexasSouth
ern University, graduate 
study at Colorado State Col
lege, Colorado State Univers
ity, Pennsylvania State Uni
versity. 

Experience: Previously 
taught at Beaumont and 
La Marque Lincoln. 

Hobbies: Hunting and radio 
controlled models. 

AUGUSTIN AYALA -
Maintenance 

I' 

\ 

KATHRYN FAULK -
Senior Stenographer, Stu
dent Personnel 

WINONA SCHROLL -
Senior Stenographer, Bus
iness Office 

Reflection of Registration 

\ 

MILLIE BEDFORD
Bookkeeper 

" 

' ... 
DOREEN DA VIS -
Clerk-Typist - Non-print 
Media Resources 

BETTY SPENCER -
Clerk-Typist, Business Of
fice 

BECKIE BLACK • 
Clerk-Typist - Faculty 

HELEN FOSTER -
Executive Secretary, Presi
dent's Office 

KAREN TANTILLO -
Clerk-Typist, Faculty Office 

GLADYS BOSWELL
Clerk-Typist - Admission 

INEZ GREMILLION 
Sr. Stenographer 
Instruction 

ELIZABETH WARREN -

,>.lfU , I J>ot..i-r t:J'lf>vJ /llUC M Al}o..,,.. 
l'b(. ITIC.S - , 'LL p/lo8,4gL '{ V<>T6 ~ 

ST'..41-LsWo~nt, 
AM1,J - f-t'cS 
~£N fl f'tl;,ry 

<:,ooo 
p/4s1vE1<1T ,o f'A~ .' 

DOROTHY CATHCART -
Clerk-Typist - Library 

•' • • 

LA VERNE GRIMES -
Clerk-Typist, Technical 

I • 
\ 

Clerk-Typist, Counselor's 
DORIS WATSON -
Clerk-Typist, Library 

Office 

For A Better College of The Mai.nland 

Support Student Government 
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•- of STUDENT GOVERNMENT OFFICERS 
Bass Discusses League Conference 

In a recent interview with 
Mr. Donald Bass, Chairmanof 
the Department ofHumanities, 
at College of the Mainland, he 
spoke of the two-day meeting 
of the League for Experimen
tation and Innovation in Public 
Community Junior Colleges, 
which he attended. The mE:et-

Lewts Parker 

Portrait Of 
The President 

Leadership, amiability, for
titude, and versatility are a 
few of the enhancing qualities 
of our student body president, 
Lewis Parker. 

Lewis.1s a s~cond year 
student ' ollege of the Main
land. He is a member of the 
basketball team, the choir, the 
drama club, and a.s president, 
participates in various other 
actl vi ties around campus. Out
side of school, Lewis is an 
active member of the NAACP, 
the Young Democrats, and 
lends assistance to the 
Director of Lincoln High 
School's band. 

Upon graduation from Col
lege of the Mainland, Lewis 
will study political science at 
the University of Houston, or 
major in music on scholarship 
at Grambling College. Lewis 
plays drums, and the tuba, 

As president, he hopes to 
see good communications be
tween the students, the faculty 
and the administration; to see 
both hard work and play; to 
maintain good race relations; 
and to emphasize the students' 
responsibility to the progress 
and to the purpose of our 
school. 

Lewis says, ''There is much 
to be done. I am reminded of 
an old adage, which says, 'A 
man has two ends, a sitting 
end and a thinking end.' Which 
end will you use to make 
College of the Mainland a suc
cessfu! institution?" 

li,o 

ing was held October 19-20, 
at Cochise College inDouglas, 
Arizona. This was the second 
organizational meeting of the 
League. 

Also present at this meet
ing were representatives from 
Cochise College, Coffeyville 
Community College, in Coffey
ville, Kansas, Western Pied
mont Community College, in 
Morganton, North Carolina, 
and others from College of 
the Mainland, 

The purpose of the League 
for Experimentation and In
novation is to exchange ideas 
and materials between in
structors, students, and in
stitutions of public community 
Junior Colleges. To teach the 
student self - instruction, 
so that the use of facilities 
offered to them may be 
acquired is ali.;o a goal of the 
League. Through meetings, 
instructors hope to exchange 
views, experiences, and ideas, 
in order to relate them to the 
student. 

The League has also set 
up a Board of Directors. The 
Board will have three repre
sentatives from each college; 
one of whom whall be a stu
dent from each member 
institution. Officers shall be 
President, Vice - President, 
and Secretary. There will 
be regular annual meetings of 
the Board and Officers. 

The purpose of the Board 
w111 be '' to support the quest 
of students, faculty, and ad
ministration for more ef
fective and efficient ways to 
achieve the expressed goals 

of the college through experi
mentation and appropriate in
novation". 

Present along with Mr. 
Bass, as representative from 
College of the Mainland, at 
the League meeting were, Dr. 
Herbert F. Stallworth. Presi
dent; Dr. Fred A, Taylor, 
Dean of Instruction; Dr. Jack 
Elsom, Dean of Student Per
sonnel Services; Mrs.Dorothy 
McNutt, Chairman of the De
partment of Business Occupa
tions; Mr. Michael Bordelon, 
Chairman of the Department 
of Mathematics; Mr. William 
Tise, Chairman of theDepart
ment of Social Sciences; and 
Mr. Frank Vitale,Chairmanof 
the Department of Physical 
Education. 

Mr. Don Bass 

Representative for c OM 

Trailblazer Must Change Name 
T0day is the last time the 

students of College of the 
Mainland will have the oppor
tunity of reading the Trail
blazer. 

Due to a duplication in names 
the student newspaper at 
College of the Mainland must 
find a new name. Since the 
paper is a student publication, 
the staff of the Trailblazer is 
leaving the choice of a name 
up to the student body. 

Before selecting a name, 
there are two criteria to keep 
in mind, First, keep the 
name as close to the school 
mascot's name as possible. 
second, let the name you se
lect have a meaning that will 
show how our school is pro
jecting and progressing. 

Some suggestions already 
submitted are Galaxie Ad
venturer, Spectrum, Vanguard 
and The Paper. 

There is also a need for a 
school emblem and a school 
song. So all creative and 
talented students now have the 
opportunity to release those 
talents in a most productive 
manner. 

Years from now as we 
reminisce about our college 
days, not only will we recall 
hard work and study, but we 
will remember the major part 
we took in establishing 
"firsts" at College of the 
Mainland. 

All suggestions should be 
turned into Miss Robertson's 
office in the Faculty Building 
or given to the editor. 

Student government officers left to right: president
Lewis Parker; 'rice-president-Kenneth Toliver;secretary
Carol Thomas. 

In an election on October 
14 and 15, College of the Main
land student body selected the 
following Student Civvernment 
Officers: 

· President - Lewis C. Par
ker, 7306 Cardinal Circle, 
Texas City. 

Vice - President - Kenneth 
Toliver, 420 First Avenue 
South, Texas City. 

Secretary - Carol Thomas, 
6828 Sunset Drive, Hit~hcock. 

student Court - Linda Sue 
Belk, 528 23rd A venue N ., 
Texas City, Kenneth Goodlow, 
7225 Hummingbird, W. Texas 
City, Bob Jecker, 1101 Prune 
Street, La Marque, Johnny Mc 
Clure, 2015 Evergreen Lane, 
La Marque, Jack Neuner, 1802 
11th Street, La Marque and 
Gloria Villarreal, 2528 - 13th 
Avenue N., Texas City. 

Student Senate: Freshmen 
Kelly Ann Blass, 1013 23rd 
Avenue N., Texas City, Bobby 
Griffin, 810 (D) 3rd A venue 
s., Texas City, J. B. Kline, 
Jr., 2314 4th Street N., Texas 
City, Margaret Landry, 432 -

19th Avenue N ., Texas City, 
John R. Smith, Hitchcock and 
Donald Ray Williams, 426 

First ~nue s.,- Texas City.-
Student Senate: Sophomore; 

Dana Sue Guthrie, 405 Chip, 
La Marque, Mark A, Janner, 
San Leon, Hazel Jean Parker, 
7306 Cardinal Circle, Texas 
City, Tillie Phillips, 115-4th 
Avenue N., Texas City and 
James L. Smith, 332 s. Fulton 
Street, Texas City. 

Lyceum Council - Mary 
Overshine, 1728Thompsonst., 
La Marque, Faye D, Parker, 
7306 Cardinal Circle, Texas 
City and Patricia Laubach, 
Dickinson. 

Student Center Board-Cyn
thia Dinklage, 2901 Kingston 
Drive, Texas City, Patricia 
Laubach, Dickinson, Tracy 
Nillen, 1101 6th Avenue N., 
Texas City and Wlllie Wil
liams, Jr., 6117 Sapphire, 
Texas City. 

''Trailblazer" Editor - in
Chief, Linda Platt, 2509 
Houston Drive S., La Marque. 

COM Staff Attends Meetings 
College of the Mainland 

staff members attended meet
ings in Austin and Fort Worth 
recently. 

Mrs. Nellie Thorogood gave 
a presentation, ''Pilot Pro
gram in T y p e w r it in g," 
demonstrating a new approach 
to tYPewriting, at the Texas 
Education Agency sponsored 
vocational office education 
post secondary workshop 
held in Austin. 

"The entire taxonomy of 
vocational office education 
was studied in depth by 
participating panel members. 
Interaction of participants 

of the workshop was very 
rewarding and the exchange of 
ideas from other schools very 
helpful/' Mrs. Thorogood 
said. 

Attending_ with Mrs. Thoro
good were Mrs, Ann Bennick, 
Don Lea and Roland Smith. 

Mrs. Thorogood and Mrs. 
Dorothy McNutt attended the 
Texas Business Education 
Association Convention. 

On November 5, 6, and 7, 
1968, Mrs. June McConnell, 
Counselor, attended the Texas 
Association of Collegiate Reg
istrars and Admissions Of
ficers in San Antonio, Texas. 
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WHOSE ZOO? an editorial 

A serious problem confronts the students of the College 
of the Mainland. I am sure that all the people that have 
been seen on our campus are not enrolled as students 
at COM. There have been many students in the student 
center that are actually members of the student body of 
Texas City High School. They skip school and make a 
dive for our campus to escape being caught by school 
officials. Hiding in the "blue zoo" they remain all day 
going undetected to everyone except those who know 
of and condone their actions. 

After classes one afternoon I witnessed three young 
children enter the student center only to emerge a 
few moments later with their pockets and hands filled 
with candy bars and cokes obtained from the machines 
intended for OUR use. If this is allowed to continue, 
those machines that offer us some enjoyment will cease 
to function because the small children have attacked 
those machines, carrying off their booty and leaving 
the students to rely on the trusty water fountains. 

If the students continue to advocate this situation any 
fUrther J drastic measures should be taken. There 
are a few alternatives. One - all students would be 
required to have in their possession their student identi
fication card at all times; or, secondly have the stu
dent center closed down all together. There is still a 
more favorable solution to this problem. The student 
government should pass a law prohibiting access to the 
student center to anyone except students and faculty. 
The student government should than set up a committee 
to periodically check into the student center and accompany 
anyone found in the center and report them to the proper 
authorities. If we are to have a campus to be enjoyed 
by everyone some changes will have to be made. I feel 
that this matter should be looked into further and the 
Student Government should not delay action on this matter 
for the betterment of our campus. 

Literary Corner 
-- - ----------~---~ -----

A Rose 
A rose so sweet, so delicate, and so fair, 
yet so very firm and sturdy. 
As simple and as common as any rose on this bush, 
yet a specialness made it different. 

A strange man plucked this rose one day 
and trodded happily along his way. 

Why this rose? 
Might it be because good men and beautiful flowers 
do not last forever? 

Moment of Refiection 
The earth;' from whence 

we came, from whence we 
thrive, and whence we shall re
turn. 

CARELESSNESS 
Power without responsibility 

is the key to most disasters on 
the nation's highways today. 

Sociology 

Class 
See the sociology class 
See where the people sit 
Sit Sit Slt 
See the people talk 
Talk Talk Talk 
The people sit and talk 
The people talk about many 
things 
Some things are interesting, 
some boring 
Some hard to understand 
Everybody gives a. view 
People try to communicate 
People understand people 
better 
God bless the sociology 
class. 

by Hazel Jones 

WHO KNOWSI 
1 . Who created • 'Huckleberry 

Finn°? 
2. Where would you find the 

line "Lord. what fools these 
mortals be,.? 

3. What is a bibliophile? 
4. Which is stronger-steel 

wire or nylon thread? · 
5. What is considered the chief 

cause of forest fires? 
6. Who composed the operetta, 

"Babes in To_yland"? 
7. When did the United States 

purchase Alaska from Rus
sia? 

8. By what name is the trans
action known? 

9. How much did the United 
States pay for Alaska? 

10.When was the first bicycle 
invented? 

A1swers To w•o K1ows 
1. Mark Twain. 
2. In Shakespeare's "A Mid

summer Night's Dream.0 

3. A 1 over and c0llector of 
books. 

4. Nylon thread. 
5. Man's carelessness. 
6. Victor Herbert. 
7. October 18, 1867. 
8. Seward's FOlly. 
9. Two c en ts an acre or 

$7.200.000. 
IO.About 1790-called a walk

along. 

Dear Editor: 
I wish to comment on the 

number of students that at
tended the first meeting, of the 
Lyceum Council. There was 
the enormous gathering of 
about twenty people. If you 
break this down in groups the 
figures would be something 
like this: three adults, seven
teen students and of course 
the speaker. I just do not 
understand why there was not 
a bigger crowd at this meet
ing. It had all the factors that 
should draw a large amount 
of students. First of all it 
was free. Second, it was a 
perfect excuse to get away 
from your studies. Finally it 
was on a subject that every
one at this time should be 
interested fii Student 
Militancy. 

I, myself, have to admit that 
I attended the lecture for pri
marily the first two reasons 
that I stated above; but, you 
could not help but become in
terested in the subject matter. 
The speaker was very inform
ative and articulate. He 
allowed the few people that 
asked questions to do so with
out giving you the opinion that 
we were taking up his time or 
that because we were members 
of the younger generation we 
did not know enough to ask 
questions. I am sure that every 
student has run up against that 
type of person before. 

CHEERLEADERS 

The Trailblazer, November, 1968 

Dear Editor, 
When people gather together to start a new institution, 

one of the first needs to be recognized is that of ha Ying 
a sure and effective method of communicating with each 
other and with the community. A first rate College news
paper is such a means. The reason why it is especially 
important that we have a treat College newspaper is that 
it will be called upon to serve many uses not ordinarily 
found in junior colleges. We believe in the fullest student 
participation in the governance of the College and the 
Board of Trustees }!as set down policy to this effect. 
Full and meaningful student participation in the governance 
of the College is impossible without a hard-hitting, 
imaginative newspaper. The community can come to know 
the College and identify with it through the means of a 
high quality student newspaper. Working on a great 
newspaper can be a terrific educative experience for 
students. The faculty and staff can, through the College 
newspaper, share with students in the common life of 
the institution. In short, the College newspap,er is a forum 
where people and ideas meet. 

All of the above purposes can be achieved only with a 
newspaper effort which is based on intelligence, imagi
native research and reporting, good photography, and 
meeting time schedules. 

Permit me to offer you my congratulations on getting 
the College paper firmly established in the warp and 
woof in the life of College of the Mainland. 

In reference to the fact that this is the last edition 
with the name "Trailblazer," let me assure you that 
the lustre which the newspaper w1ll have will come to 
it because of the dedication, imagination, and creativity 
that goes into its production. Perhaps our misfortune 
in having chosen a name already used by another Texas 
Junior college is not so important after all. So, to the 
last of the '•Trailblazers" ADIOSI To the first of what 
will surely be a long line of great college newspaper 
editors, TENGA SUERTEl . 

Probably the main excuse 
for not attending the lecture 
Will be ''I did not know any
thing about it." Come now 
people, you must walk down the 
halls with your eyes closed. 
There were signs all over the 
campus. The student bulletin 
had about hall a page on the 
subject of the Lyceum council. 

I hope that at the next lec
ture that there will be more 
than twenty people. If there 
is not a sizable increase in 
attendence the Lyceum Council 
Committee should seriously 
consider the possibility of dis
banding. 

Paul J. Novak 
Freshman 

r· -~~- -~ 
t Fail-Safe I 
I I 
Nov. ~ 7:30t _ 

Commun lty 1

1 Civic 
t Center t 
' j 

J Admission Free f 
~~...-411~ ............... 

Cordlally, 
Herbert F. Stallworth 
President 

Gym Classes; 
Get With It 

'Ibe bumps and grinds heard 
daily at the COM gym is not 
as groo-yey as it sounds. Ac
tually, its the war against flab 
which is led by the fearless 
three of the physical educa
tion department. 

E-yeryday for twelve minutes 
each PE Foundations class is 
led in a series of exercises 
which is geared to improve 
muscle endurance, strength, 
and tone. It also improws the 
efficiency of the heart. 

For those students who do 
not find the time for a two 
hours workout each day, they 
will be pleased to note that 
the time limit for each ex
ercise period remains the 
same. The number of exer
cises increase, and they be
come more difficult. 

After a series of toe touch
ing, knee raising, sit-ups, and 
push-ups, the students are led 
in a cheerful and enthusiastic 
run in the gym. 

These exercises are not 
just for PE students they're 
a wonderful way to get and to 
stay in shape. Just ask any 
PE student. So grab your 
sneakers and do something. 

Editor ••••.•••.•••. .•••••••.••••...••.•.••••••.•.•.••.• .••• Linda Platt 
Sports ................... .......................... Johnnie Anderson 
Photographer ......................................... ,Greg Garrett 
Literary ••.•••.••.•.•.••.•.•.••.•.•.•.•••..••..••••••...•. Hazel Jones 
Reporters .............. Ros.e Novak, Paul Novak, Rose Smith, 

Rachel Ramos, Gloria Villarreal, and 
Gunfradina Munch. 

Proofreaders •.•.•••..•••.••.•.••••••.•. Rose Novak, Paul Novak 
Layout 
Sponsors ................................... Miss Paula Robertson 
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STUDENT NEWSPAPER 
All students interested in 

working on the newspaper staff 
and those already on the staff 
should check with Miss 
Robertson or Linda Platt for 
assignments • Make it a part 
of your dally routine to check 
with either of the two listed 
above. 

FILM FESTIVAL 
According to Phil Johnson 

and Mr. Bass the students at 
COM can start planning their 
schedules to include an old 
timey film festival. The 
features will include old favor
ites such as Charlie Chaplin 
and Laurel and Hardy. 

LYCEUM COUNCIL 
The Lyceum Council will 

sponsor the movie' 'Fail Safe" 
on November 20 at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Community Civic 
Center. 

STUDENT GOVERNMENT 
The first meeting oftheStu

dent Government was held Oc
tober 29. Installation of all 
student government members 
was done by Dr. Stallworth. 
Dr. Stallworth then made a 
-v, ie.f speecn commenfiiigon 
the vital r ole that the student 
government plays in a college. 

The second meeting was held 
at 8 p.m. November 4. Six 
committees were set up. They 
included the following: Budget: 
Hazel Parker, Margaret 
Landry, Kelly Blass. Atheltic 
Council: Lewis Parker, James 
Smith, Kenneth Toliver. Park
ing: Sonny Kline, Tillie Phil
lips, Don Williams. Election 
Code: J ohnSmith, Bobby Grif
fin, Mark Janner. Constitution 
of Revision: Dana Guthrie, 
Sonny Kline, Margaret Lan
dry. The meeting was ad
journed at 8:37 and another 
scheduled for November 8. 

~OM DANCE 
COM will have a Thanksgi Y

ing dance on Tuesday, Nov. 26 
in the gym. Dress is casual. 
Time is 8:00 to 11:30 p.m. 
There are plans for lots ot 
entertainment. Everyone is in
vited for a great evening of 
fun. 

T C LITTLE THEATER 
The Texas City Little Thea

ter ft presenting a wonderful 
musical, "The R o aring 
Twenties." Performances' are 
to be held Nov. 15, 16, 22, 
and 23, here at the COM gym. 
Performances start at 8:00 
p.m. Tickets are one dollar. 
This is a marvelous chance 
to see the talent we have 
here in Texas City. And by 
the way fellas, it makes a 
different yet fun date. Don't 
miss it. 

Presenting 
COM Choir 
The COM Choir got off to 

a good s tart this year. Other 
than a few setbacks , s uch as 
no place tt1 meet, they have 
r eally been advancing. 

The faculty was very recep
tive to the idea tlf a choir 
and many helped as much as 
they CtlUld, especially Dr. 
Elsom, Mrs. Faulk, and the 
choir sponsor, Mrs. McGraw. 

The first choral pre
sentation will be at Christmas. 
The choir intends to present 
Christmas songs with a few 
other selections. Johnny 
Cliver, the director, com
mented that the choir has a 
very good potential. At present 
the membership stands at 
forty-five. 

To those who are lamenting 
over it being too late to join, 
lament no more. The choir is 
open to new members all year 
long. 

The officers are: president, 
.Mary Overshine; vice -
president, Suzanne Babin; and 
at present they are lacking a 
secretary - treasurer. 

Some of the songs to be 
presented ~l be "Shen
andoah," ''Michael, Row the 
Boat Ashore," and''Drummer 
Boy''. Anyone who enjoys 
good music is invited to the 
concert. At present, no time 
has been scheduled. 

Ti :li'fIIT-Ir l_ 

Drama Club officers from left to right are: Laveta 
Savchenko, Linda Platt, James Bailey, Hazel Parker, 
Johnny Oliver. 

Drama Club Officers 

And Cast Announced 
The College of the Main

land Speech and Drama Club 
met on Tuesday, November 5, 
1968, and elected officers.Of
ficers for the 1968-1969 school 
year are as follows : 

Grand Director: James 
Bailey; Director: Hazel Par
ker; Grand Scroll: Linda 
Platt; Historian~ Savchenko; 
Publicity: Johnny Cliver. 

The colors decided upon by 
the members present were 
kelly green and canary yellow. 
The club's flower is the chrys
anthemum. Mrs.Jean Harper, 
Instructor in Humanities, is 
the Drama Club's sponsor. 

'' Aria da Capo" by Edna 
St. Vincent Millay is the Drama 

Club's choice of a one act 
play to be presented December 
4. The public ts invited and 
there ts no charge for ad
mission. The cast was 
announced by Mrs. Jean 
Harper, director, as follows. 

Johnny Cliver, Pierrot; 
Linda Platt,Columbine ; Lewis 
Parker, Cothurnus; Frank 
Napoli, Corydon; Ron Robi
cheaux, Thyrs us . 

First Meeting 

Of FSA 
Monday, November 11, 1968 

FSA members r emembered 
this date . 

FSA me an s Futures ... ,:-
retaries Associatirin. A group 
of Future Secretaries who 
formed an organizatk n. The 
FSA me mbers came at 5:30 
p.m. to Room A 104. 

- - - - -;f/11' ! -:e:- ! 

Once there, everyvnE- wa3 
reluctant at 6:30 p.m. to leavt 
out of the door. ForthP, metl_ 
ing was so interes ting, and the 
hour was spent e lecting FSA 
officers such as '•Secretary", 
"Vice", and' 'President". All 
officers elected are very 
qualified, they are well pre
pared for the secretarial ride. 

-- ~ ~q · _1 
'; 

Officer Whitburn, connected with Narcotics Division
Galveston County Police, and his Narcotics display. 

Dopehead, acid, pot and pep 
pills were the topic of dis
cussion on Nove mber 7 in 
Psychology 131. 

Mr. Whitourn who is as
sociated with the Narcotics 
division of the Galveston 
County Police Department was 
the guest speaker for this class 
period. Mr. Whitburn spoke 
for over an hour and then 
left the class open for dis
cussion and question and 
ans wer period. LSD . and its 
effects on new burn babies, 
s moking marijuana, and taking 
diet pills were just a few of 
the topics Officer Whitburn 
dis cussed. He also told of 
some per sonal experiences 
that related what he was 
talking about to the r eality that 
this sort of thing is actually 
happening. 

As a visual aid, Mr. Whit
burn had a display of over 
75 different types of narcotics. 
All the pills and paraphenalia 
that were in display had been 
taken off of people in the ac
tual use or found in their cash. 

Besides being a very in
formative class, it was enjoyed 
by all who were in the audience. 

. . . .. 

.. Oh-oh, another Saturday.' • 

If you are an interested 
person who missed this rush, 

Don't PanicH This all still 
takes 
course. 

place at COM ... of 

New Program 

For Humanities 
The Department of Hu

manities at College of the 
Mainland has announced a 
revision of the art curriculum. 
The new program, which re
places the listings in the 
current catalog, will be 
included in the revised catalog, 
to be published in the spring. 

The new curriculum, built 
upon bas ic courses in design, 
drawing, and art his tory, 
allows for concentration in 
painting, commercial design, 
drawing, des ign, and art 
his tory. 

This will enable s tudents 
transferring to senior colleges 
to major in a wide variety 
of art-related fields, including 
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o P Program 
On Campus 
The data-process ing and 

computer science program at 
C ollege of the Mainland began 
with vigor as registration 
records for the fall semester 
revealed a skyrocketing de-
m~nri , ,..... - •related 

es show 
tudents 
f Data 
4stu

aentS-----th~ e---:In;-:tr- odu-:---:ction to 
Computer Programming 
class. The enployment of 2 
part - time instructors, Ron 
Montamat, Supervisor of Data 
Processing, AMOCO Chem
icals, and K. Arlen Coghlan, 
Senior Systems Analyst, Mon
santo Company, rounds outin
structional capabilities witbin 
the department. Acquisition, 
of an IBM 1130 computer 
system provides College of the 
Mainland students and faculty 
first - . hand opportunities to 
programming and operational 
capabilities on a modern third
generation computing facility. 
The in-hous e system and 
equipment will be used this 
s emeste r for teaching pur
pos es, s tudent file main
tenance, r egistration records 
and necessary administrative 
forms generation. Additional 
data processing equipment in
cluding an alphabetic-numeric 
card sorter, card collator, and 
4 key - punch machines is 
presently on order due for ar
rival by January, 196g., The • 
addition of this equipment to 
the present computer-center 
capability will increase in
structional capabilities ap
proximately 50 percent. Pro
posed course offerings for th~ 
spring s emester include: key
punch, 3 FORTRAN program
ming ~1)urc,~s, and 2 In
troducti ,n t > Data Proces sing 
class es. 

THE SPORTY ONES 
STATE PRISON 

"Hold if,Spike!I don't believe 
f oda fs sport activities 
include the SHOT PUT! " 

industrial des ign, art edu
cation, interior decoration, 
commercial art, art history, 
and studio art. 

Students who are interested 
in registering for art courses 
in the spring semester s hould 
obtain copies of the new 
curriculum during registra
tion, s ince the catalog list
ings will no longer be in 
effect. 

Copies of the r evised 
program will s oon be available 
from Mr. Winkler in the 
Faculty Office Building. 
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asketball-Boy Business Boom • 1ng 
Roster Announced Comet Coeds 

Caper 

Cunningly 
The Comets is the name of 

an all new team in basket
ball from College of theMaln
land. The Comets are coached 
by Ron Ummel. Mr. Ummel 
played three years of Varsity 
ball atEasternllllnois Univer
sity. He also completed his 
M.S. and B.S . degrees from 
here. 

His coaching experience in
cludes Eastern Illinois Uni
versity and Rantoul High 
School in Illinois. 

Tom Carter -

The Assistant Coach, Tom 
Carter completed his B.A. de
gree at Texas College in Tyler, 
Texas. He received his M.A. 
degree from Texas Southern 
University in Houston. Mr. 
Carter's coaching experienc~ 
includes WashLigton High 
School in Texas City and Wood
land Junior High in La Marque. 

Boy-Isn't "coach" 
printed backward? 

s pport 
There are fourteen boys on 

the Comet Basketball team. 
Six of them are on scholar
ships. The scholarships were 
presented to the boys by the 
La Marque Rotary Club. Ed 
Caldwell, John Wash, Charles 
Johnson, Charles Ford, Phillip 
C otharn and Robert J ecker 
are the Comets on scholar
ships. 

The 

OM Sixty-two breath analysis 
deVices to sniff-out drunk 
dri wrs now are in use by 
highway patrolmen. 

omets Unemployment insurance 
claims shrank last month to 
90,783 reports the Texas Em
ployment Commission. 

Dat 
Nov 23 
Nov 25 
Dec 7 
Dec 11 
Dec 16 
Dec 19 
Jan. 3 
Jan. 4 
Jan. 11 
Jan. 30 
Feb 6 
Feb 10 
Feb 20 

Nov 16 
Nov 18 
Nov 22 
Nov 30 
Dec 13 
Dec 14 
Jan. 7 
Jan. 17 
Jan. 18 
Jan. 25 
F eb 1 
Feb 12 
Feb 14 

SCHEDULE 
COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND 

Basketball Schedule: 1968-69 
Home Games 

Opponent Location Game Time 
St. Phillips College* Texas City 7:30 p.m. 
Lee College* Hitchcock 7:30 p.m. 
Blinn College* Texas City 7:30 p.m. 
Wharton Coty.Jr.Col.* Santa Fe 7:30 p.m. 
S.Tex.Jr.College* Santa Fe 7:30 p.m. 
San Jacinto College* Texas City 7:30 p.m. 
San Antonio College* Dickinson 7:30 p.m. 
Schreiner Institute* Dickinson 7:30 p.m. 
Concordia Luth. Col. Hitchcock 7:30 p.m. 
Gulf est.Bible Col . La Marque 7:30 p.m. 
Houston Hap.Col.Fr. La Marque 7:30 p.m. 
Victoria College* La Marque 7:30 p.m. 
Bee County College* Dickinson 7:30 p.m. 

Away Games 
Gulf est.Bible Col. Houston 
Blinn College* Breham 
Lee College* Baytown 
San Antonio Col.* San Antonio 
Schreiner Institute Kerrville 
Concordia Luth.Col. Austin 
Wharton Cnty Jr. Col.*• Wharton 
Victoria College* Victoria 
Bee County College* Beeville 
St. Phillips College* San Antonio 
Houston Bap. Col.Fr. Hous ton 
S. Tex.Jr. College* Hous ton 
San Jacinto College* Pasadena 

7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 

* T Junior College Athletic Confer ence Game(s.Zone) 
Nie me: Comets 
Col s: Royal Blue and White 

The following is a r oster of 
the Comets, their names, 
height, weight, position and 
what high school they gradu
ated from. Get to know your 
basketball team and support 
them by your attendance at 
their games. 

Ed Caldwell 6'5" 225 
lbs. forward - center, Booker 
T. Washington Highschool. 

Charles Ford 6'1" 170 
guard-forward El Campo High 
School. 

Phillip Cotharn 6'1" 170 
guard - forward Texas City 
High School. 

Lewis Parker 5'10" 200 
guard - forward Lincoln 
High School. 

Ken Goodlow 6'~' 155 
guard - forward La rque 
High school. 

Thearthur McKenzie 5' 10'' 
155 guard - forward Lin
coln High School. 

Donald Williams 5'11,, 190 
forward Texas City High 
School. 

Charles Johnson 6'5" 195 
forward - center Texas City 
High School. 

Lionel Williams 5'11" 155 
, Guard Lincoln High School 

Robert Jecker 5'9" 158 
r.uard Shaw High School (New 
Orleans) 

Robert Ford 6'2" 185 
forward Lincoln High school. 

John Wash 6'6" 180 
forward - center Texas City 
Highschool. 

Jim Derrisaw 5'11" 150 
guard Santa Fe Highschool 

Sanfort Douglas 5'11" 185 
guard - forward Lincoln 
High School. 

SELF-DISCIPLINE 
In this life it's not so much 

what we take up that brings 
success, but what we give up. 

GOLDEN ERA 
It costs more to live today 

than ever before - and fair
minded folks admit it's worth it. 

Top to Bottom: Patricia 
Laubach, Tracy Nillen, 
Phyllis Houston. 

----------COM cheerleaders hue 
been hard at work to put their 
best toot forward tor the 
Comets' first basketball game 
to be held Nov. 16. 

The three girls - Phyllis 
Houston, Patricia (Petie) Lau
bach, and Tracy N illen - s et 
a great example of the type 
of school spirit every student 
at COM should exhibit. 

Tracy, a native of our na
tion's capital, was a cheer
leader in junior high. She 
enjoys swimming, dancing, 
music, and art. She plans to 
be a lawyer. 

Right on Target 
With Comet Trainers 

Left to Right: Gary Mayes - Trainer, Robert Ford -
Player, Charles Carroway - Manager. 

They all agreed that being 
a cheerleader was an honor. 

Talking to Phyllis, Petie, 
and Tracy was a · lesson on 
how to become an active 
student promoting school 
spirit. Their one request 
was that everyone participate 
by coming to the games' and 
giving the kind of support that 
our basketball team deserves. 
The team and these girls are 
putting a lot of faith in the 
students, let's not let them 
down. 

Petle plans to be an airline 
stewardess. She also enjoys 
music and has a great love for 
art. She is a second year 
freshman and enjoys all types 
of outdoor sports. 

Phyllis is from Texas City. 
She was a cheerleader in junior 
high and plans to be a socio
logist. Her favorite pastime 
is swimming - mainly in the 
summer. 

Mrs. Thorogood, the cheer
leaders sponsor , has made no 
plans for a pep squad. "We 
hope to make the entire student 
body a pep squad". 

These girls are not only 
doing what they enjoy, but also 
something they really believe 
in - supporting their school. 
Asked why they became cheer
leaders, the girls said that they 
had a great love for sports. 
However, their most important 
reason was a great deal of 
pride in their school and their 
desire to represent it to the 
best of their ability. 

A Perfect 
Combination 

Boy 
Basket 
And Ball 

--, 



1 
• 

February 3, 19~\ COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND Texas City, Texas 

Scholarship 
Prese•ted COM 

Mr. Al Goodson, President 
of the Galveston County Coun
sel of AFL-CIO and agent for 
IUOE Local 344 presented a 
scholarship in the amount of 
$300 to College of the Main
land. In presenting the scho• 
larship, Mr. Goodson said that 
it was the desire that the sch· 
olarship be awarded to a stu
dent stydying in a vocational 
area who bas need of finan
cial assistance. He also stated 
that it was the intention at 
this time that the scholarship 
grant of $100 be made each 
semester in the years ahead. 

Mr . Brown, Director of Ad· 
ministrative Services at College 
of the Mainland, in accepting 
said that the interest and sup
port of AFL-CIO in and for 
College of the Mainland is 
well established and well 
known. 

Appointment 
To Be Filled 

Coll<>ge of th" Mainland Pre
sident, Dr. Herbert F. Stall
worth, announced the appoint· 
ment of Mr. Dan Doyle to the 
position of Coordinator of Stu
dent Recruitment, Student Fin
ancial Aids and Student Place
ment effective the first of Feb
ruary. 

Mr. Doyle received his Bach
elor's and Master's Degrees 
from the University of Colora
do and comes to the College 
from the Smith-Douglas Divi
sion of Borden Incorporated 
where he is currently employ
ed as Personnel Manager. 

In his new position, Mr. 
Doyle will · supervise student 
recruitment, further develop 
avenues of financial aid lo 
students, assist them in obtain
ing part-time employment and 
develop a complete and con
tinuing Placement Service for 
,tu<.ients and graduates. 

MRS.THOROGOOD 

Teacher of 
the Year 

All member colleges of the 
Texas Junjor CoJlege Teachers 
Association were asked to 
nominate a teacher that they 
felt was qualified to be teach
er of the year. College of the, 
Mainland has nominated Mrs. 
Ncll,<l TilOfOiOOu, ;,bt,-,d:tlr 111 
the Department of Busino;)SS, 
for the teacher of the year 
award. Finalists were Mack 
Gary, instructor of biological 
sciences, and Don Bass, Chair
man of the Department of 
Humanities. 

The nominees will be sub
mitted and judged by the Pro
fessional Development Com
mittee, and the winners will 
be announced at the banquet 
when the convention meets at 
Fort Worth on February 13 
and U. 

Mrs. Thorogood received both 
her Bachelor of Business Ad
ministration and Master of 
Business Education degrees 
at North Texas State Univer
sity. Mrs. Thorogood served 
as President of the Faculty 
Association during COM'S first 
year. 

MR. EDWARD BROWN, Director of AdministratI\'e Ser\'l('cs 
at COM accepted a check from the Texas Cit\ Civil' Clul> 
for a scholarship. This scholarship is to l>c gi\'

0

en )Carl~ to 
a student chosen by the a~ministration. Presl'nting the 
chec~ are lront row lett to nght: Mrs. Malcolm Johnson. 
President, Mrs. E.R. Canant, Chairman ol the Ci\ic Clul> 
Mr. Edward Brown. Rear left to right: Mrs. Albert Aarlic: 
Treasurer, Mrs. J .T. Cain, 2nd Vice-President, and Mrs. 
A.G. Collier, member or the Board of Directors. 

Three League Members Chosen 
Three 'persons from College 

of the Mainland have been 
chosen to represent the insti
tution on the Board of Direc
tors of the League for Experi
mentation and Innovation in 
Public Community Colleges. 
Mr. Max Karl Winkler, Pro
fessor of Art, and Mr. Michael 
Bordelon, Chairman of the De· 
partment of Mathematics, were 
selected as faculty represen
tatives and Miss Linda Platt, 
Editor of the school newspa
per is the student representa
tive. These three persons, along 
with a College of the Mainland 
Trustee, will constitute the 
College of the Mainland dele
gation to the first annual meet
ing of the League to be held 
at Coffeyville Community Coll
ege in Coffeyville, Kansas in 
the spring. 

Also members In the League 
are several other community 
coJleges. Cochise College in 
Douglas, Arizona; Coffeyville 
Community College in Coffey
ville, Kansas; and Western 
Piedmont Community College 
in Morganton, North Carolina. 

The purpose of this League 
is to facilitate the exchange 
r:! 'c! •as :l'l ,. ml'tl'>'"i:1).• t,nt• '""" 
inst!'1.lclors, students, and in
stitutions of these public com
munity colleges. A major aim 
of the League is to find ways 
to help students to assume 
more and more responsibility 
for their own education. 

The purpose of the Board "It is an honor to serve on 
of Directors is to support the the League Board of Directors 
quest of students, faculty and and it is an illustration of the 
administration for more ef- fact that College of the Main
fective and efficient ways to land means business by its 
achieve the expressed goals policy of involving students 
of the respective colleges in all important aspects of the 
through experimentation and College." 
appropriate innova!ion. - Professor Winkler who has 

Professor Bordelon said: \ availed himself of 'the assis-
'.' Al~ough the. League is in tance of other League insti-
1ts infancy, it has already tutions in the planning of fine 
served numerous good pur- arts facilities said: "The avail
~ses. In effect, the Lea~e ability of valuable consulta
stmply expands the faculti~s tive help from the member 
and talents of each of our m- institutions on a "no cost" 
stitutions by h~ving availab~e, basis is a demonstration of 
at no cost, the ideas and assis- what can be done when people 
tance of the_ other . colleg~s and institutions get together 
and this ass1s~nce is avail- for the simple purpose of 
able on ~ ~u1ck and ready sharing." 
basis. ThlS 1s all the more The Board of Trustees of 
important to us at College of College of the Mainland is ex
the Mainland . because the pected to select the Trustee 
other colleges 1_n the ~a~e member of the League Board 
shar~ ou~ o:,vn interest m un- of Directors soon. 
provmg . 1umor college educa
tton and particularly improv
ing the quality of the educa
tion that the citizens of th(' 
District committed themselves 
to when they voted to build 
and support a public com
munity college to serve Hitch
('oclc S11nta Fe. nickinson. La 
Marque, and Texas Cit_i.•." 

Miss Linda Platt, student 
member of the League Board 
of Directors from College of 
the Mainland, was elected by 
the Student Senate for this 
responsibility. Miss Platt said: 

Admistrative 
Assistant 

Dr. Herbert F. Stallworth 
President of College of th~ 
l\Iainl. ... d, it1t:. ~ .. 1a,..t,;m.ul the 
appointment of Mr. Walter 
Beene as Administrative Assis
tant to the President. 

New Position For Mr. Smith 

Mr. Beene received his B.S. 
degree from the University 
of Houston and more recently 
has attended the Graduate 
School, University of Maine. 
He comes to College of the 
Mainland from the New Hamp
shire College of Accounting 
and Commerce where he was 
instructing in Business Mana
gement and managing the off. 
campus program at Bruns
wick, Maine. He is a native 
Texan, from Freestone County 
and veteran of twenty-two 
years service with the United 
States Air Force. 

Dr. H.F. Stallworth, Presi
d(•nt of College of the \1ainland, 
has announced the appoint
ment of Mr. Larry Smith as 
Director of Adult Education 
and Community Services. Mr. 
Smith will assume his duties 
February 1. 

Mr. Smith received both 
his B.A. and M.A. degrees from 
Sam Houston State College 
and has been an instructor 
in the Social Science Depart
ment of the coliege since it 
opened in 1967. 

Mr. Smith's new duties, 
among others, will involve the 
development of a comprehen-

sive non-credit adult education 
program throughout the coll
ege district. 

"I am looking forward • to 
working with Mr. Smith and 
am confident of his ability to 
develop an outstanding and 
comprehensive adult education 
and community services pro
gram which will touch every 
nook and cranny of our dis
trict," Dr. Fred A. Taylor, 
Dean of Instruction, said. 

Progress On 
New Campus 

Much progress has been 
made on the completion of 
the new campus. In regards 
to the Learning Resource Cen
ter (LRC) the mezzanine floor 
and the columns that will sup
port the second floor have now 
been poured. The LRC will ha\'e 

, two floors plus the mezzanine 
which will make it equivalent 
to a three story building. 

MR. LARRY SMITH 

The service road to. the site 
of the Technical and Vocational 
Building has been finished 
by Don Tarpey Construction 
Company and forms for the 
building are near completion. 
As of this writing the bids for 
the Central Utilities Building 
which will house the air-con
ditioning and the heating fa
cilities for the campus ha\'e 
not been released. 

Mr. Beene's new duties, 
among others, will be to assist 
Dr. Stallworth in the fut1her 
development of the Public In
formation Program, the College 
Foundation, and the grant 
procurement program. 

Mr. Beene said: "This is a 
remarkable opportunity to be 
of service to the community 
and my fellow citizens. I am 
enthusiastic about the spirit 
and philosophy of College of 
the Mainland and will join 
with the College and the com
munity in striving to meet 
the goals which you ha\'e 
jointly established." 

Dr. Stallworth said: "I wel
come Mr. Beene to the College 
and the community and I know 
that he will be a valuable 
addition to both." 

Mr. and Mrs. Beene, with 
their children, Robin Edward, 
13: and Rhonda, 12, have es
tablished their residence at 
5009 Oak Lane in Texas City. 

The projected completion 
date of the new campus has 
been set for September 1, 1969, 
and when completed the cam
pus will span over a n area of 
180 acres. 

I 

I 
. J 
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MRS. KR. t;ANAN'J' & MR~. HAR.BARA t;AROJ, 

Poet Donates Books 
The library received two 

new books on Friday, January 
17. Both books, AND ALSO I, 
and THROUGH ALL MY 
TOMORROWS, were presented 
to Mrs. Barbara Carol by the 
books' author, Mrs. E.R. Ca
nant of Texas City. 

Mrs. Canant's name is not 
new to the literary world as 
she has five books of poetry 
on the market, consisting of 
500 poems. Mrs. Edith Canant 
started teaching in 192.1 at 
the Texas City High School 
which later became Blocker 
Junior High. She keeps quite 
busy with many organizations. 
A few of the organizations Mrs. 
Canant belongs to are: Texas 
City Civic Club, Texas City 
Study Club, Delta Kappa Gam
ma, Poet Society of Texas, 
Poet Lauraeate Jnternational, 
Inc., and Phi Sigma Alpha 
where she has been the presi
dent for the past two years. 
She is also the president of 
the Woman's_ Society of Chris
tian Service of the First Unit
ed Methodist Church. 

Mrs. Canant has received 
medals from Rome and the 
Philippine Island Medal of 
Outstanding Poetess of Texas. 
She has also received the 
Philippine Island Certificate 
for Outstanding P.oet Interna
tionally. Her proudest possess
ion is the Manifold Review 
Award which is published in 
England. She is listed in the 
POETS OF THE WORLD anci 
WHO'S WHO. She received the 
1968 plaque for Community 
Leaders of America. Her poe
try is published in India, 
France, Italy, the United States, 

New Degree 
Program 
Two new associate degree 

programs will be offered by 
College of the Mainland be
ginning in September 1969. 
Neither program is designed 
for transfer although most of 
all of the courses of which 
they will be comprised will 
be transferable to other insti
tutions. 

One program is the Asso
Ciate in Arts in Basic Sciences 
and Mathematics. This pro
gram is designed to prepare 
students to enter manufactur
ing, the research and develop, 
meRt industries and other re
lated occupational activities. 
This degree program would 
be comprised of courses in 
physics, chemistry, earth 
science, biological science and 
mathematics, supplemented 
by courses in the behaviorial' 
sciences and the humanities. 

The second program is de
signed for those whose post
high school educational needs 
can be satisfied with a gen
eral program cutting across 
~l'ts and sc~nces. 

Canada, England and the 
Philippine Islands. 

Her favorite sports are hock
ey, basketball and golf. Mrs. 
Canant also has a collection 
of antique dolls consisting of 
400 different ones over a hun
dred years old. She has an ex
tensive library on antique 
dolls. 

Her advice to anyone wish
ing to write poetry is to "study 
the masters and write one 
paragraph of beautiful words 
that make sense on an every
day subject." Mrs. Canant 
says many present day poets 
will be forgotten even though 
their poems are good and 
more realistic. Ballads and 
sonnets are the strongest forms 
right now, especially the Ital
ian sonnets. 

In comparing educational 
systems of yesterday and to
day, Mrs. Canant says that 
yesterday if we graduated 
from college and stood at the 
head of tl,1e class we were in 
demand. 'l'oday, we are lucky 
to "catch the tail of the comet 
that passes through the educa
tional system." 

Membership 
Approved 

College of the Mainland has 
been notified that it has been 
approved for membership in 
the Southern Association of 
Junior Colleges. The Associa
tion is composed of over 200 
colleges in the South. The no
tification indicated that ad
mission was based upon the 
performance of College or the 
Mainland as a junior college. 

Mr. H.K. Eckert, President 
of ·the Board of Trustees of 
College of the MafnJand, com
mented that he . was very 
pleased with admission to 
membership. He said, "We are 
very gratified with the recog
nition of the role of College 
of the Mainland in the junior 
college movement." 

Dr. Herbert F. Stallworth, 
President of the College, stated 
that College of the Mainland 
is looking forward to working 
with the Southern Association 
of Junior Colleges. He added 
that he was sure College of 
the Mainland's participation 
in the Association would prove 
to be very beneficial to the 
College. 
~u 1..U 1 e~1~1..e1 UII W(U v~,- :)I.I• 

pulating a specific date by 
which the missing items must 
be submitted and further sti
pulating that if they do not 
provide the missing items 
or, if they are found to be in
eligible for admission upon 
presentation of the missing 
items, that they may be dis-

. missed without refund of any 
tuition, fees or other monies 
paid to College of the Main
land. 

Student 
Affairs 

The primary function of the 
Committee on Student Affairs 
is to advise the Dean of Stu
dent Personnel Services on 
functions relating to student 
personnel services. The mem
bers of the committee have 
the responsibility of bringing 
to the committee the follow
ing: (1) Recommended policy 
and procedure proposals relat
ing to all phases of a student 
personnel services nature (2) 
Recommended decision pro
posals relating to all phases 
of a s_tudent personnel services 
nature. 

Dr. Jack Elsom serves as 
chairman of the Committee 
on Student Affairs. The com
mittee has recently, set up a 
committee to recommend stu
dents for inclusion in WHO'S 
WHO AMONG STUDENTS 
IN AMERICAN JUNIOR COL
LEGES, appointed a special 
committee to evaluate and 
make recommendations on ap
plication and personal data 
forma, discussed reports given 
by the Registration Committee 
and Financial Aids Committee, 
and set up a Health Service 
Committee charged with eval
uating and recommending 
changes and additions to health 
services at College of the Main
land. 

Reception Held 
The trustees and faculty of 

the College of the Mainland 
held a reception on January 
12, for the Law Enforcement 
Officers and their wives of 
Hitchcock, Santa Fe, Dickin
son, Texas City and La Mar
que. 

Those present to receive the 
guests were Dr. Stallworth, 
President of COM, Chief Ran
kin DeWalt, Texas City, J.B. 
Kline, Sheriff, Galveston Coun
ty. Dr. Fred Taylor, Dean of 
Instruction of COM, and Mr. 
Lester Burks, Director of Tech
nical & Vocational Programs. 
Also receiving was Mr. Word
ie Burrows who is the Instruc
tional Consultant of the Texas 
Commission of Law Enforce
ment Officer Standard and 
Education of Austin. 

Among the guests present 
were members of the faculty 
and student senate. 

Math Dept. 
Programed courses are the 

big thing with the math de
partment right now! The first 
three courses, AN INTRO
DUCTION TO MATH, CON
TEMPORARY MATII, and 
COLLEGE ALGEBRA, are de
signed to let the student move 
at his own rate. The student 
works along with his text 
but the instructor is there 
to answer any questions. Tests 
are given at the student's 
request. 

DR. LOUlS SHORbS and UR. Ht.:RH~R'l' 1'. STALLWORTH 

Dr. Louis Shores, Dean of 
American Librarians, was at 
College of the Mainland in 
Texas City on January 14 and 
15 for the purpose of inspect
ing and evaluating the insti
tution's progress in the develop
ment of its library and other 
educational media programs. 
Dr. Shores, Editor-in-Chief of 
COLLIER'S ENCYCLOPEDIA 
and Dean Emeritus of the 
School of Library Science of 
Florida State University and 
Consultant to more than 100 
colleges and universities in 
and outside of the United 
States, commented: "College 
of the Mainland has one of 
the most significant beginnings 
of a total media program · I 
have ever seen in a college 
so young. Because of the Board 
of Trustees' most distinctive 
statement of policy with re
gard to innovation and ex
perimentation, I am not sur
prised to find here one of 
the finest climates for develop
ing significant new dimensions 
in higher education in Ameri
ca. I am excited about the spir
·it of the faculty which, with 
the support of the Trustees 
and Administration, is seeking 
continuously for· a better learn
ing mode." 

Dr. Shores, who received the 
Isadore Gilbert Mudge Award 
in Feference and Information 
Librarianship from the Ameri
can Library Association, is the 
author of lhP h11sic textbook 

in the field used in the train
ing of librarians, title BASIC 
REFERENCE SOURCES. This 
work has often been referred 
to as the "Reference Libra
rian's Bible." He was a Senior 
Fulbright Fellow for the Unit
ed Kingdom in 1951-52 and 
was the first American to de
liver the annual lecture to the 
Library Association of the 
United Kingdom. An authority 
in comparative librarianship, 
he has observed libraries in 
all of the continents of the 
world. Ile dedicated the pre
Castro Library in Cuba; was 
a Visiting Professor at McGill 
University in Canada; lectur
ed on American library me
thods in Rome, Florence, and 
Naples, Italy; addressed pro
fessional library and education 
meetings in Rhodesia, South 
Africa, Australia, the Philip
pines, and Japan, amont others. 
He received the international 
honorary fraternity Bete Phi 
Mu Award in Library Educa
tion in 1957. 

A prolific writer, Dr. Shores 
has published 14 books among 
which are two which have 
blazed new trails in educa
tion. His book INSTRUCTION· 
AL MATERIALS was the first 
to unify print and non-print 
teaching and learning media 
and is used by audio-visualists 
and librarians jointly. A second 
book, The LIBRARY-COLLE
GE, is a volume on the move
ment in higher education im-

Intern at COM 
Dr. H.F. Stallworth, Presi

dent of College of the Main
land, has announced that Mr. 
Thomas Ray Knox, a graduate 
student at the University of 
Texas at Austin, will serve as 
an intern at the college during 
the spring semester of 1969. 
Mr. Knox is a full-time stu
dent at the University in the 
junior college leadership pro
gram which is under the di
rection of Dr. C.C. Colvert. 

The graduate program is 
designed to train junior coll
ege administrators. Mr. Knox 
will be called upon to work 
with all areas of the college. 
He will receive twelve semes
ter hours graduate credit 
while working with the coll
ege. This is the first year the 
program has called for a full 
semester internship and, ac
cording to Dr. Fred A. Tay
lor, Dean of Instruction at 
College of the Mainland, it 
should add a great deal to 
the effectiveness of the pro
gram. Dr. Taylor received his 
Ph.D. under the same pro
gram. 

Mr. Knox is married and 
has two children. Ile has taught 
mathematics at Sam Houston 
State College as a Teaching 
Fellow and at Temple Junior 
College and, more recently, 
at San Jacinto College. 

Drama Club 
The College of the Mainland 

Theatre held its first meeting 
of the year on January 9, 1969, 
and was presided over by 
James Bailey, Presidel\t of 
the COM Theatre. The meeting 
was on an informal basis and 
little business was presented. 
January 13 was the deadJine 
for the $3.00 dues and many 
were paid to secretary Linda 
Platt. Tentative plans for at
tending the Alley Theatre in 
Houston were discussed. Mem
bers attending the meeting 
were: Johnny Cliver, Marga
ret Landry, Hazel Parker, 
Lewis Parker, Ronnie Robich
eaux, Laveta Savchenko and 
Mrs. Jean Harper, the spon
sor. 

provement which has influenc
ed some 100 experimental 
colleges in the United States. 

Dr. Shores has been, for 4 
decades, a leader in higher 
educational innovation and is 
serving as a friend and con
sultant to College of the Main
land in the institution's effort 
to comply with the directives 
of the Trustees of the College 
that College of the Mainland 
continuously seek new and 
better ways to do better things 
in junior college education. 

Dr. Shores served in World 
War II in the Army Air Force 
in the China-Burma-India Thea
tre of War. Among other mili
te I t honors, he was awarded 
the Legion of Merit. 

Dr. Shores is included in 
WHO'S WHO IN AMEiUCA, 
CONTEMPORARY AUTHORS, 
THE INTERNATIONAL WHO'S 
WHO, and John David Mar
shall's BIBLIOGRAPHY OF 
LOUIS SHORES. 

Mrs. Mary Drue McGraw, 
Head Librarian, and Mr. Ro
bert Shinn, Director of Non
Print Media Resources and 
their staffs worked very close
ly with Dr. Shores during his 
two-day study. 

Dr. Fred A. Taylor, Dean of 
Instruction of College of the 
Mainland, said: "Aside from 
the honor of having Dr. Shores 
with us, we feel much en
couraged by the evaluation 
of our efforts here by the 
most outstanding authority 
on librarianship and teaching 
and learning media in Ameri
ca. 
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Women With Weights 
During the past month many 

of the female ,;pecie of the 
College of the Mainland have 
been trimming their triceps, 
tightening their tummies, and 
toughening th1•lr thighs by 
the use of weights. It is all an 
inner plot to provide greater 
strength, endurance, agility, 
and freedom of movement 
under the guise of a more 
beautiful body. Special atten
tion has been given to those 
abominable adominals. Much 
progress - has been made in 
rcmo,•ing flabby fat while 
replacing it with curious cur
ves. 

Along with the use of weights, 
during the physical education 
classl'~, the ladies have cm-

ployed the use of the Exer
Geni. 1'his device provides for 
isometric and isotonic exer
cises which permit the stren
gth of the muscle to be In
creased along with a full 
range of motion. 

During class, it was noticed 
one lady lifter taking notes 
about the Exer-Geni. She spell
ed it thus; extra Jeannie. If 
your name is Jeannie that is 
exactly what it provides, a lot 
of extras; extra strength, agi
lity, endurance, and curves. 
Gentlemen, the ladies of the 
COM physical education classes 
have a hidden arsonaJ. Just 
keep in mind that behind 
every cun·e is a muscle. 

Demonstration 
By Karate Club 

Lyceum Council 
The lyceum council has 

arranged for the spring sem
ester two interesting pro
grams which include two well 
known celebrities, Alan Lo
mas and Russ Burgess. On January 20, at the Wood

row Wilson Elementary School 
the Colleg~ of the Mainland 
Karate Club presented a demon
stration for Cub Pack No. 250. 

The demonstration opened 
with a short speech by Robert 
Taylor, the club's Sensei. He 
mentioned the origin of the art 
of Karate and self-defense. 
Taylor went on to na"rrate while 
club members, Steve Apple
gate and Ronnie Robicheaux, 
president of the club, enacted 
different throwing techniques. 
Taylor later judged a sparring 
match between the two mem
bers. 

1be trio ended the demon
stration by the brt>aking of 

-, 
\ ' 

Assembly Speaker 
Dr. Patrick J. Nicholson, 

Vice President, University de
velopment, University of Hous
ton, will be the guest speaker 
at College of the Mainland's 
spring assembly to be held 
on February 19, 10:30 a.m. 
at the Nessler Center. 

Dr. Nicholson is a member 
of the Public Relations Society 
of America, the director of 
the Houston Council on World 
Affairs, and a member of the 
Community Welfare Planning 
Associalion of Houston. 

All members of the faculty, 
student body, and of the com
munity arc invited to attend 
the assembly. 

boards with the use of a series 
of kicks and punches. The 
board breaking segment was 
climaxed when Robert Taylor 
made a successful attempt to 
break four boards with one blow. 

Scoutmaster Fletcher Murray 
commented that the demon
stration was most beneficial to 
his scouts because it stressed 
their theme of physical fitness. 

The Karate club also present
ed a program on Frida) at the 
Texas City High School for the 
benefit of the physical fitness 
Classes at the high school. Ten
tative plans are now being made 
for a program to be presented 
at St. Michaels Episcopal 
Church in February or March. 

DRAMA CLUB 

Alan Lomax ·'Mister Folk 
Song" is the world's foremost 
folk song collector. About 50 
per cent of the folk songs sung 
in America today arc those 
that he and his father, John 
Lomax, dbcovered, published 
and taught to the balladeers 
such as Burl Ives. Lomax has 
recorded thousands of songs, 
produced more than 100 re
cord albums and 10 ddtnltive 
books on the subject of folk 
songs. The program that will 
be presented by Mr. Lomax 
is entitled "The Musical Fam
ilies or Man." This will exa
mine the relationship of Rock
n-Roll, Uillbilly and tradi-

Presentation Given 
December 11, 1968, marked 

the first performance of the 
COM Drama Club. The hard 
work and dedication of th(' 
club showed through by thl' 
results of the program. "Mc 
dea" and "Aria Da Capo·· 
were the two plays presented 
by the Drama Club. 

"Medea", played by Mar
garet Landry, was an exam
ple of the Readers Theater. 
Along with Margaret, Johnny 
Cliver and LaVeta Savch('n
ko gave the audience an ex
cellent performance in ima
ginative experimt>ntation. 

··Aria Da Capo", a morality 

play by Edna SC. Vincent 
Millay, · was performed by 
Johnnv Cliver, Linda Platt, 
Lewis· Parker, Frank Napoli, 
and Ronnit• Robicheaux. 

After the performance the 
club prese11i.ed Mrs. Jean 
Harper, the director, with 
flowers. The success of this 
performance is only the first 
for a long list of others to 
come in the future. The or
ganization and hard work 
was an 1•xample that the stu
dents at COM do cart> about 
the extra-activities at school. 
Good luck to the Drama Club 
and all future presentations. 

MRS. JUNE MCCONNELL, Coordinator of Admissions, Re
gistration and Records proudly shows the results of her 
recent hunting t,·ip. 

tional folk songs. This will be 
aided by the use of recordings 
that map the folk songs of the 
world. 

Russ Burgess is an expert 
in the field of extra sensory 
perception (ESP) . Burge~s pre
dicted that Robert Kennedy 
"would not even be a candi
date" for the presidential 
race. He said "something 
would happen" before the 
election and that Kennedy 
would not be a candidate. He 
has successfully predicted 
newspaper headlines up to one 
week before the newspaper 
has gone to press. 

These two programs on two 
fascinating fields will be of 
an interest to every student 
on the campus. 

Wanted 
Male for managing position 

on the COM Comets. Duties 
will be to pass ou equipment 
and keep score. Earn $4.00 
per game for the remaining 
schedule. Interested persons 
contact Coach Ummel in the 
faculty offices in Building B 
or In the Gym. 

"I" Students 
All students who receive 

"I" for the semester should 
have a conference with their 
instructors as soon as possible 
in order to decide on the work 

, necessary to receive another 
grade. 

ID Cards 
Beginning Spring Semester 

of 1969, library books loaned 
will require your ID cards. New 
cards will be issued during 
registration. 

Interest of 
New Governor 

Governor Preston Smith 
intends to interest himself in 
the problems and ideas of 
young adults and to listen to 
what they have to say with a 
\;ew to providing better 
leadership to youth of our state. 
He is interested particularly 
in the problems, views, and 
suggestions of college studenLc;: 

Dr. Herbert F . Stallworth, 
President of College of the 
Mainland, said: "I received 
a most encouraging letter from 
Governor Preston Smith in 
which he asked for our sugges• 
tions on how he and a Go,cr
nor·s Advisory Committee 
might contribute to a better 
understanding of and benefit to 
the vouth of Texas. Governor 
Smiih certainly has the total 
suppon of us here at College 
of the Mainland in his laudable 
intentions." 

The letter from Governor 
Smith to Dr. Stallworth stated; 
"One of my chief concerns as 
I prepare to assume the Office 
of Governor of Texas Is to 
strengthen and maintain a high 
level of understanding of our 
voung adults and their feelings 
·on governmental and legislative 
matters. 

"l am asking you to help 
us establish a greater under
standing among our young 
people, and especially, a habit 
of communicating with their 
elected officials. 

\{_;_;. s~;·;·;;;---··ih·;······-····i 
liI COM 1 

"First, please send me the 
name of the President of your 
school's student council, or the 
student who holds a similar 
position. I will be asking for 
these elected representatives 
of our college to meet with me 
in order to listen to their views 
about their state government 
and our society in general. 

"It is my desire to under
stand their feelings in these 
matters and to consider their 
ideas in the administration of 
our state government. 1 Comets 1/l 

:•~=H • ! . .::~::.: ... :.:~,:=:❖:•!•!❖:•!•:•:•!❖!•!•!.;• ~:~ (See l..OVi,.RNOR, Page 4) 
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Editorial 
INTERCOM 

The name of this paper serves 
a dual purpose. This paper will 
serve two fields - the campus 
and the community. We will 
deal with aspects regarding 
students and the people of the 
community thus the name 
INTERCOM. Our goal will be 
to bring about better relation
ships between the college and 
the area ouside the campus 
something which is lacking in 
many campus' around the 
nation. INTERCOM will serve 
as a liaison between the students 
and the members of this com
munity. We welcome any sug
ge{>tions items of interest and 
criticism from both the stu
dents and the community. 

Inter-College of the Mainland 
There are many ways in 

which the students can estab
lish rapport with the commun
ity. They can perform to the 
best of their ability in the 
academic field by keeping a 

high grad,, point average and 
bringing recognition to both 
school and community. There 
are many ~ocial areas in which 
the student can strive for better 
harmony, like the March of 
Dimes 0:1 the .reception men
tioned below where student rep
resentation is expected. 

Inter-Community 
The College of the MainJand 

is a community college and 
therefore must strive for bet
ter relationship between the 
college and the community. 
A reception ~as held on Jan
uary 12, 1969, for the Law En
forcement officers and their 
wives. 'I;he purpose of this af
fair wlll, to establish better 
hannon1 between this college 
and the · community of which 
COM is a part. We hope that the 
community and the college can 
continue to work together as . 
they did with this reception. By 
greater harmony the college 
and the community can and 
will bP.nefit from each other. 

Literary Cor11er 
Believe 

Must we see or hear or feel or even taste to believe? 

When we see a bird hobbling along the ground must we 
see it fly to believe that it does? 

When we gather a handful of sand, must we let it run through 
our fingers before believing that it nows like water. 

Must we taste of a dish to be certain of its tastefulness 
or distastefulness. 

When we cry, must we feel our tears to believe that they 
are we or taste them before believing they are salty. 

When we see fire, must we touch it first to believe that the 
names will burn. 

When · we pray, must we hear God's voice to believe that 
He speaks back to us. 

Even if I was blind would I need to see a sunset to know its 
beauty. 

Need I only but to hold a blade of grass in my hand to say 
" This is a blade of grass?" 

Oh why can we not believe in those things which our eyes 
cannot see, our ears cannot hear, our hands cannot touch, 
and our mouths cannot taste. 

Can our faith not be our senses probing and feeling its 
way through dark undertainty. 

Jlome11t of Relleetio11 
Not only does the blind walk in darkness, but also we who 
can see. And often times their vision is a great deal better 
than ours. 

Human rights, ideals, and laws make up our Constitution 
and human t'railities and short comings contr:i.dict it. 

~---~ ~ -"Father, is antidisestablishmentarianism FOR or 
ACAINST the Establishment?" 

:: ;:·: ••.• ·::::·=·=· --.-- -. ·:·=· -·.·: .• ·r 

I Dear Editor \!l\ 
Has everyone brought their 

tanks to school? By the shape 
of the parking lot about the 
on)y thing that can get through 
the maze of holes Is a tank. 

Coming down 7th Street, at 
the first turn off to the parking 
lot what greets tlJe driver is 
two holes that are deep enough 
to hide this campus in. And 
when it rains you had better 
know how to swim. Maybe the 
schlhould erect a bridge 
over 

0

Qse holes so we could 
get ·· parking space. But 
hea 'help us if that bridge 
sho -::ollapse. They would 
hav send down divers to 
salv any of the wreckage 
and t bodies. 

U y u are fortunate enough 
to survive the first holes, you 
pass onto the second . phase of 
OPERATION: t DESTROY 
YOUR CAR. The plan there is 
to have a number of holes 
situated so that there is abso
lutely no way of going around 
them. This portion. of the plan 
is successful if the driver is 
bounced around the front seat 
if he does not have the seat 
belt fastened. 

The student government or 
parking lot committee should 
take action in correcting the 
problems in the parking lot. 
If the problem continues t'o 
go on uncorrected nobody will 
be able to even drive tanks to 
school because those ho1es will 
become deep enough to trip a 
tank. 

Gunfradina Munch 

First Aid D01atio1 
Mr. Fred Linton of Emken

Linton Funeral Homes of La 
Marque and Texas City donated 
a stretcher to help supply the 
first aid station at College of 
the Mainland. 

On behalf of the entire student 
bodythe~taffoftheJNTER·COM 
would Iii-," to express, to Mr. 
Linton, our sincere apprecia
tion for his contribution. 

Personality Focus 
One of the most sparkling 

persooalities on campus is 
Gloria Villarreal. Gloria is a 
Sophomore and keeps busy with 
both school and community 
activities. 

Her major is elementary 
education; she plans to continue 
her studies at Mary Hardin 
Baylor College in Belton, Texas. 
Gloria was one of the first 
student help to be jlired at 
COM. She also is the Chief Jus
tice of the Student Court. 

Along with school activities 
Gloria is the area representa
tive for the youth organization 
the Christian Ambassadors. 
The area covers Texas City, 
Baytown, Galveston, and Alvin. 
She also teaches Sunday school 
at her church. 

Gloria comes from a family 
of ten. Her father js the Assis
tent Pastor at the First Mexican 
Baptist Church. 

Welcome From 
Intercom 

It is at this time that the 
newspaper staff would like to 
welcome all the new students 
to College of the Mainland. Our 
goal is to bring to the student 
information about what is hap
pening around the campus 
which directly or indirectly 
will affect each one of you. We 
welcome any criticism or sug
gestions from both old and new 
students. Anyone that is inter
ested in working for the news
paper should contact either the 
faculty advisor or anyone 
on the newspaper staff. 

Adult Education 
At the close of the Fall Semes

ter, more than 65 adults com
pleted the requirements for 
the G.E.D. course offered by 
College of the Mainland, ac
cording to Lester Burks, Direc
tor of Technical-Vocational 
Educatiori. 

Many people are finding doors 
closed when they apply for a 
job or they are not considered 
when a better job is available. 
In many cases, the door is 
closed because the applicant 
does not have the high school 
diploma or its equivalent. 

"The General Education De
velopment course (G.E.D.) is 
offered to those who did not 
complete their high school edu
cation", said Burks, and this in 
itself is an excellent step for 
one seeking the key to a closed 
door. 

The G.E.D. course consists 
of a study and review of Read
ing Interpretation, English, 
Science, Mathematics, and 
Social Studies. At the end of the 
course, a high school equiva
lency exam is given and if the 
person is successful on the exam, 
an Equivalency Diploma is 
issued. This Diploma is accepted 
in lieu of the High School Dip
loma by most Junior Colleges. 
Businesses, and Industry. · 

Burks added that there are 
other courses available for 
adults, including Real Estate, 
Rapid Reading, Art, Conversa
tional Spanish, Typing, Short
hand, and many more. 

One new course will be added 
for the Spring Semester because 
of the demand - Refrigeration 
and Air Conditioning. A basic 
theory course, Refrigeration 
and Air Conditioning will be of
fered at La Marque High 
School on Tuesdays and Thurs
days from 6: 30 p.m. to 9: 30 p.m. 

GLORIA VILLARRl!.AL 

Contemporary 
Problems 

Mr. Kenneth Toliver, Mr. 
Lewis Parker, Mr. Thomas 
Herman, Mr. William Tise, and 
others are in the process of 
composing the structure of a 
course in contemporary prob
lems. A social problem is a real 
problem that is recognized by 
a majority of the population and 
one which the majority agrees 
must be solved although they 
may disagree on the method of 
solution. 

The purpose of this course 
will be to try to increase stu
dent awareness and under
standing of basic problems in 
our real society as it is today. 
This course has been offered 
at the College of the Mainland 
but it is being redesigned to 
meet the needs of the students, 
the community and the college. 

The course will operate in 
such a manner that each student 
will help choose the problems 
that will be researched, studied, 
and discussed. It is hoped and ex
pected that this course will 
become the core of the entire 
social science program. Thirty
five students had enrolled in 
this course as of the midway 
point in registration. There is 
no prerequisite for this course 
and it will transfer with three 
credit hours. 

Dr. Herbert Stallworth, 
President of College of the 
Mainland, said, "The develop
ment of this course and others 
like it is the fulfillment of the 
complitment of our institution_ 
to make education relevant to 
the real conditions of our lives, 
and in this way help to build a 
more humane America." 

Governor--
(Continued from Page 3) 

"Second, please let me have 
the benefit of your own ideas 
and suggestions on this matter 
and how a governor's council 
or advisory group would most 
benefit our young people, as 
well as the entire state. I am 
assigning one of my staff mem
bers, Jerry Conn, to work with 
the young people and to make 
it as valuable to them as pos
sible, as well as to give me 
the benefit of their thoughts in 
developing a constructive pro
gram for our young adults. 

"I will greatly appreciate 
your cooperation and assis
tance in this important matter." 

RE/J/~1'RA1'/0N 
Registration for Adult-Non-Credit Courses will be as foilows: 

Dickinson High School----------·---· 6: 30-8: 00 p.m.------·--Feb. 4 
La Marque High School-------------6: 30-8: 00 p.m.---------Feb. 5 
Hitchcock High School-----------··---6: 30-8: 00 p.m.---------Feb. 5 
Santa Fe High School-----·----·------•6: 30-8: 00 p.m.-----·--Feb. 6 
Ba cliff Elem. School----------- --------6: 30-8: 00 p.m.--------'Feb. 4 
Campus-College of the Mainland-6: 30-8: 00 p.m.---------Feb. 6 

For additional inJormation, interested persons shottld call 
WI 5-3476 or come to a particular school on ·regis_tration 
night. 
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r-------------W ____ HO'S WHO IN JUNIOR COLLEGES 

Mrs. Jan J . Barroso Mrs. L. Paulint• Mitchell 

Mrs. Jean C. Schalk 

~o Stodent1 Fir Who's Who 

Mrs. Diane E . Bellamy 

. 
The 1968-69 edition or WHO'l

WHO AMOI\G STUDENTS IN 
AMERICAN JUNIOR COLL
EGES will carry the names of 
seven students from College of 
the Mainland who have been 
selected as being among the 
country's mostoutstandingcam
pus leaders. 

Campus nomfnating commit
tees and editors or the annual 
Jirectory have included the 
names of these students based 
on their academic achieve
ment, service to the comm
unity, leadership In extra 
curricular activities and fu
ture potential. 

They join an elite group or stu
dents ~elected from more than 
600 institutions or higher learning 
in all 50 states, the District or 

.,;ol~mb!a :ind several Joreign 
JJSUions m~orth and So~ 
Colurrlbin allO u. al foreign 
natio in North and South Amer
ica. 

Outstanding students have 
been honored in the annual dire<·· 
tory since it wa, first published 
in 1966. Student~ named this _year 
from College of the ~fainland 
arc: Mr,-.JanJ.Barroso,amem
ber of Phi Thl•ta Kappa has 
been on both the Dean's Highe~t 
Honor~ List, and the President's 
Lbt; Mr.~. Diane E. Bell:imy, 
the sc-cretary of Phi Theta Ka
ppa, has been on the Dean's 
Li~t and the President's List: 
Mrs. L. Pauline Mitchell, a mem
ber of Phi Theta Kappa has been 
on the Dean'.s List and the Presi
dent's List: Miss Linda Platt, 
the Editor-in-Chief of the lnter
COM, has been on the Dean's 

President's List Announced 
The President's List is desig

ned to recognize students, who 
in the judgment of the faculty, 
have made outstanding pro
gress in their studies during 
the semester, regardless of 
their absolute level of achieve
ment. Grades, per se, play 
no role or only a minor role in 
the selection of students for 
this honor, according to Dr. 
Herbert F. Stallworth, Presi
dent. 

To be e ligible for nomina
tion to the President's List, 
a student must have been en
rolled for and completed at 
least slx (6) semester hour s 
during the semester. The fol
lowing students qualified for 
this honor as a result of the 
Fall Semester reports: 

Wtchcock School District 
Mosley, Mrs. Martha 
Nuss, Jack 

Santa Fe School Dlstrkt 
Hepler, Herb 

Dlcldn~on School Dis trict 
Allen, Miss Beverly 
Balley, James 

Falco, Matthew 
Frizzell, Mrs. Evelyn 
Hawkins, Donald 
Llggto, Vincent 
Napoli, Frank 
Reid, F r ed 

La Marque School District 
Alcorn, J ohn 
Babin, Miss Suzanne 
Belcher, Mrs. Margaret 
Bellamy, Mrs. Diane Neely 
Croft, Frank 
Ganze, Mrs. Ruth 
Gossie, Miss Joyce 
Gossie, Miss Loyce 
Henderson, Mrs. Essie 
Hirsch, Mrs. Iris 
Kinzle, Donald 
Koenig, LeRoy 
Lleban, Mrs. Marina 
McClure, Johnny 
Meadows, Morris 
Meisetschlaeger, Miss Glenda 
New, Mrs. Claudia 
Overshlne, Miss Mary 
Platt, Miss Linda 
Richardson, Ronald 
Robicheaux, Ronald 
Romano, Mrs. Ann 
Segars, Walter 

Wester lage, Mrs. Charlotte 
Woods, Reginal 

Texas City School District 
Aaron, Clifford 
AyaJa, Miss Guadalupe 
Barroso, Mrs. Jan 
Bonneau, John 
Boone, Mrs. Lillie 
Boudoin, Mrs. Connstance 
Bruggman, Mrs. Deoma 
Calhoun, Stephen 
Can, James 
Case,Y, Timothy 
Clar k ... Mlss pebble 
Colvin, Raymond 
Delaney, Miss Beverly 
Dillon, Ronald 
Dinklage, Miss Cynthia 
Disbrow, Larry 
Eschete, Mrs. Bertha 
Fautheree, Miss Vicki 
Godfrey, Miss Mary Ann 
Gomez, Miss Ann 
Goodwin, Mrs. Judith 
Hall, John A. 
Harris, Miss Sllndra 
Hazzard, Mrs Willie ~1ae 
llogues, Mrs. Sophia 
Horsley, Terrance 
Johnson, Phil 

"-'.7- kU 

Hillhest Honor List r!'l cllJl Jo 
~ ?frrr"'ntr •n 

'iighest Honor List, Presidt!h.. 
~st, and Is :he student repn.

·entatlve for the League for 
Experimentation and Inno
vation; Mrs. Jean C. Schalk, 
the Pn•sident of Phi Theta Kap. 
pa, has been on the Dean's 
Highest Honor List and 
the President's List; .\liss Glo• 
rial Villarreal, the Chief Jus
tice of the Student Court, has 
been on the Dean's List and Pres
ident List, and is a reporter for 
lnterCOM; Mr. Richard M. 
Williams has been a senator 
for the student government 
and was a Delegate to the 
Constitutional Convention. Miss 
Platt and Mrs. Bellamy are from 
La Marque. The other studen~ 
are from Texas City. Congratu
lations to all seven students. Mr. Richard M. Williams 

Scholastic Honors At COM 
Dean's Highest Honors List 

has been announced for the fall 
semester. In order to qualify 
for the Dean's Highest Honors 
List, a student must have com
pleted a total of twelve (12) 
semester hours of credit work 
during the semester with all 
A's. According to Dean Taylor, 
the following students qualified 
for this honor: 

La Marque School District 
Platt, Miss Linda 

Texas City School District 
Barroso, Mrs. Julia Jan 
Busbee, Mrs. Sara 
Goodwin, Mrs. Judith Ann 
Schalk, Mrs. Jean 

The Dean's List is designed 
to recognize students whose 
academic performance is out-

Kline, J. B. Jr. 
Landry, Miss Margaret 
Lovett, Gordon Allan 
Luton, Mrs. Judy 
.McQualg, Mi!.s L,iura 
M,llrshall, Mrs, Frieda 

(Sec PRES. LIST. Page 3) 

standing. In order to qualify 
for the Dean's List, a student 
must have completed a total of 
twelve (12) semester hours of 
credit work, excluding physi
cal activity courses, during 
the semester, with a grade 
point average of 3.3 (based on 
4.0). 

The following students qual
ified for this honor as a result 
of the fall semester r eports ac
cording to Dr. Fred A. Taylor, 
Dean or Instruction: 

Hitchcock School District 
Mosley, Mrs. Martha 

La Marque School District 
Bellamy, Mrs. Diane Neely 
Gossie, Miss Joyce 
Gossie, Miss Loyce 
Jeffcoat, Mrs. Dorothy 

Texas City School District 
Clark, Mis~ Debbie 
Copelin, Mrs. Barbara 
Lovett, Gordon Allan 
Marshall, Mrs. Frieda 
Novak, Miss Rose 
Owens, Mrs. Dallene 
Tonroy, Don 
Villarreal. Miss Gloria 
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MRS. THOROGOOD RECEIVES PLAQUE. 

COM Teacher of the Year 
Named State Runner-up 

Mrs. Nellie Thorogood, Col
lege of the Mainland's Teacher 
of the Year and Instructor in 
Business Occupations, was se
ll'cted by the Texas Junior Col
lege Teachers Association in a 
statewide competition, asrunner
up to the TJCTA Teacher of the 
Year for Texas Junior Colleges. 
Nellie was presented to the 

TJCTA members on Friday 
night, February 14, 1969 at the an 
nual banquet held in the Grand 
Ballroom of the Hotel Texas in 
Fort Worth where she received 
a plaque honoring her for her 
achievement as a junior college 
teacher. She said, "It is an honor 
to receive an award such as this 
one; however, I feel that the 
true honor is received by being 
a member of the tPam of Col
lege of the Mainland. Without 
the spirit, encouragement. and 
enthusiasm that is exhibited by 
the faculty, staff, students and 
trustees of College of the Main 
land, this award would mean 
very little." 

Dr. Daniel 
fader to Visit 

Dr. Daniel Fader, project
dirccto,a:f ''English in Every 
C1assroo O" at the University 

Elementary 
Teachers 

The purpose of this course is 
to give the student a general 
orientation to physical education 
in the elementary school le\'el 
with specific instructions and par
ticipation in fundamental move
ments, basicskills, games, stunts, 
and tumbling a<;tivities adapta
ble to elementary school physi
cal education program. This is al
so to point out an awareness of 
the basic needs of all children. 

Physical Education for Ele
mentaryTeachcrsNo.114isagen
eral orientation to physical edu
cation in elementary school 
with specific instruction and par
ticipation in fundamental move
ments, basic dance steps, move
ment exploration, creative rhy 
thms and rhythmic activities 
which serves as an awareness 
to our world or rhythm. 

Students have participated 
in the forms of locomotion, which 
are: walking. running, hopping, 
gallopping, sliding. skipping and 
leaping. Students arc in the pro
cess of learning the basic 
dance steps-the shuffle, the 
polka, the two-step, and the schot
tischc. 

Good sportsmanship, maxi
mum eCfort, and a positive at
titude towards instruction, prac
tice, planning, and play is ex
pected of all students. Through 
the kindness, graciousness, and 
enthusiasm of the instructor 
this will be a most enjoyable 
task. 

Reception Held 
Dr. and Mrs. Herbert F. 

Stallworth held a reception 
for approximately 200 people 
Sunday, February 16, 1969, 
honoring student body offi
cers, student government and 
other chartered organizations 
of College of the Mainland. 
Dr. St~llworth said, "It Is wit• 
,ueat • \easurc that I receiv1, 

i' 

Library Ethnic Groups 
Some exciting events have 

begun taking place at College 
of the Mainland that will bene
fit the students now and even 
more later. 

One of these projects hap
pens to be the pet of head li
brarian Mrs. Mary McGraw; 
Mrs. McGraw has started a 
collection on the various eth
nic groups which she hopes 
in future years to see expand 
even to the extent of develop
ing a seperate room at the 
new College of the Mainland 
building expressly for this 
collection. 

These plans have already 
begun taking great shape. Mrs. 
McGraw has written two let
ters in hopes of receiving fur
ther ideas and information on 
such a colle.ction. One of these 
letters was written to Prince
ton University which has over 
a three year period, compiled 

an excellent American Negro 
collection. She has also made 
contact with Dr. Kenneth B. 
Clark, a foremost Negro Educa• 
tor and author of several 
books. 

Even at present the books 
have been on such demand 
that they are on reserve. Some 
good examples from this coll
ection are: Negro Social and 
Political Thought (1850-1920) by 
Brotz, Across the Tracks (Mexi
can-Americans In a Texas 
city) by Rubel, and Why We 
Can't Wait by Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

Another happening is the 
fact that Mr. Tom C11rter is 
taking graduate courses at th~ 
University of Texas on Afro
American history, At the time 
Mr. Carter does not know exact
ly what will come of these cour
ses but hopefully it may be 
future news material. 

ARE YOU SURE I'M SUPPOSED TO BE TAKING GIRLS P.E.? 

Registration News 
Enrollment for ""' Spring is being received "ith a great 

semefAf'" - - at College of deal of enthusiasm by many 
- ·• nland, both credit 1111d people.,. 

non-credit courses, exceeded 
expectations. Enrollment In or tht• numb ent ned 

- #,..,,.1.,•~ 

oom" at the Universit•· Atalkforth said s into mr .... . , --. ... -f' wt1.~i\ --~ 

adult 'll>n er .,. •s for above. nnn oximat ly 292 p-
th" ~. • ~ ,_. ha ar, 
non-credit courses, cxcec ed-=-:::;~--·,:-;:';!1!-'--

Mr. Kenneth Tt>hlcr 

Personality Focus 
This month's interCOM per

sonality is Mr. Kenneth Toliver 
a sophomore who is majoring 
In meteorology and Elemen
tary Education in P.E. After 
graduation he plans to enter 
Iowa State University of Tech
nology and Science. 

Kenneth keeps busy in coll
ege in such organizations as 
the Karate Club. He ls also 
vice-president of the student 
government. Kenneth has a 
few ideas which he would like 
to see happen at COM. He 
would like to see a Black 
Studies Department, a better 
turn out at all college activities 
and a better student cente; 
where by all students would 
do their best •o keep it clean. 
Kenneth says he likes the 
friendliness of the students and 
faculty on campus and hopes 
for a better campus soon. His 
favorite subjects besides girls 
which hi' considers a sport' 
are math and P.E. ' 

Dance Held 
College of the Mainland stu

dents recently held a dance 
a~ the Holiday Inn in Texas 
City• Two bands were Import
ed and dancing was enjoyed 
by all. Lewis Parker, Presi
dent of the Student Senate 
said, "This is the finest danc~ 
yet. staged by College of the 
Mamland and we hope to 
have another shortly after 
the Easter vacation." 

of Michigan, will visit Collev"'""' 
of the Mainland "n April 10th. 
Dr. Fader will be introduced 
to the student body in the 
morning and to interested fa
culty in the afternoon. 

great pleasure that I receive 
these young leaders into my 
home and I shall continue to 
work with them and the com
munity in order that their as
pirations and dreams may 
come true." In accepting the invitation 

Dr. Fader said, "I'd be glad 
to have you Invite teachers 
from any and all surrounding 
schools to attend. What 1 have 
to say applies to all levels and 
all subjects." 

Dr. Fader's interesting and 
novel experiments with En
glish instruction are developed 
in his recent book, HOOKED 
ON BOOKS. 

The time and place or the 
afternoon session will be an
nounced later. 

The Dean of Instruction and 
the Division of Humanities are 
sponsoring Dr. Fader's visit 
at College of the Mainland. 

M_r .. Don Bass, Head of the 
Dlv1s1on of Humanities said 
"Dr. Fader is one of th~ most 
creative and exciting person
alities In higher education to
day. 

Sports Program 
The College of the Mainland 

has started sports in Tennis, 
Golf, and Track. The first meet
ing for these sports was held 
Feb. 20th at the Community 
Center. 

Coach Vitale at the meeting 
told the boys he felt like he 
could get a few track meets 
and that the zone meet would 
be held in San Jacinto. 

NOTICE 
All students having checked 

out books from Mr. Don Bass' 
classroom library are asked 
to return them to the college 
library as soon as possible. 

Math Dept. 
Mr. Mike Bordelon, head of 

the Department of Art and 
Science, has been invited to 
the La Marque schools, on 
March 6, to speak on "What 
does the Junior College ex
pect," and "How the high 
school teacher In mathematics 
may do a better job in help
ing the student to achieve 
these expectations." Represen
tatives of the math department 
have also been invited, by tbe 
Math Association of America 
to hear a report from th~ 
Committee on the undergra
duate program in mathema
~ics on "A transfer curriculum 
m math for two years." 

Plans are being discussed 
for the possibility of having a 
math lab at the new location 
of the college. 

Basketball Season 
College of the Mainland Co

mets, coached by Ron Um
mcl in their first season, show
ed great promise for their 
year of college basketball. Co
mets in the first semester were 
led by big 6 ft. 5 in. Ed Ca Id· 
well. In the second semester 
the Comets were led by Buck 
Williams, and Phillip Cothron. 
Followed by Caldwt>II and 
Cothron, the Comets had fine 
ball playing from Bob Jecker 
and Lou Parker. 

In the first y<>ar the Co
mets won four games playing 
against stiff competition. The 
coming year, basketball should 
be good after a year behind 
them. 

expectation~. Enrollment In Of t e number cntio,,ed 
adult non-credit courses for abo\·e, approximately 292 rep-
the Spring sl:mester should resents those who are <·n-
exceed 750 students, according !Oiled In Apprenticeship Train-
to Mr. Lester Burks, Director mg. 
of Technical-Vocational Edu- Chemistry and Introduc-
callon. Mr. Burks added that tion to Insurance were added 
.. Ad I this semester to the credit 

u t Education being one cirriculum. Due to popular 
of the missions within the con- d~i:n.an_ d a sewing and Air Con-
cept of College of the Mainland d t 
has very definitely established ' 100mg and Refrigeration 
·ts If in h courses were added to the 1 e t e total program and Adult Education. 

KARATJ!: t:LUB 

Demonstration for TC High 
. The_ Karate Club presented 

s_ix fifty minute dcmonstra
ti_ons for the benefit of the phy
sical education classes at 
Texas City High School, on 
January 31. Members at the 
presentation were: Sensel; 
Robert Taylor, President; 
Ronnie Robicheaux, Secretary. 
Treasurer; Becky Davis, Steve 
Applegate, Martha Moore 
Greg Crenshaw, Bill Brow~ 
and Benny Espanoza. The de
monstrations consisted of· self
defense techniques for both 
!11en and women, board-break
ing, and sparing matches. 

A general business meeting 

was held on February 11. where 
Terry Calhoun, a second de
gree black belt, was made an 
honorary member. At the meet
ing Terry pointed out that he 
would be glad to help in any 
way possible. Ile has been in
strumental in the instruction 
of the club's members at the 
work-outs. 

The club's Sensel, Robert 
Taylor, was promoted to the 
ran_k of green belt; an honor 
which he sincerely deserved 
The COM Karate club a; 
well as the student body,' con
gratulates Robert on this 
achievement. 
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New Campus Progress 
The new campus is progress

ing according to schedule. The 
buildings arc designed to meet 
the needs of the future and to 
assist the community in many 
ways. One way in which the 
campus serves the community 
is that if a handicapped per
son wishes to enroll in COM 
he or she will have no difficul
ty manuvering around the cain-. 
pus. From the parking lot the 

person will enter on a ramp 
to the main building where 
an elevator will send him up 
to the floors above and from 
there he can get to any of his 
classes. All areas of the campus 
are designed to enable the 
handicapped to perform any 
duties. 

The lake is progressing just 
fine. The lake serves four bas
ic purposes. (1) It will provide 

n -

the campw, with an artistic 
view and scenery. (2) II is now 
being used for fill dirt for the 
site. (3) It serves as an area 
for Oood water drainage. ( 1) 
The lake will serve as an irri
gation source for the watering 
of the grass, shrubbcrv and 
trees. · 

All buildings arc built to with
stand flooding and high winds. 
The Learning Resource Center 
is being constructed to survive 
winds up to 130 mph. Where 
grass is to be planted, the en
tire area has been raised to 
over two feel passed the ori
ginal level. The buildings have 
been raised about five feet and 
arc about 19'6" above sea le
vel. 

COM stu?ent poses where the instructors will present their 
lectures m the lecture lab. This is the view the student will 
have from the sixth row of seats. 

The most frequent problem 
of any school has been taken 
care of in a manner whicli is 
sun• to please everyone. There 
is from eight to nine acres of 
drive and parking s1>ace for 
student parking. The faculty 
and staff will ha,·e an area for 
parking resen·ed for them. 
Plans ha\'e been made for fur
ther parking space if the pro
blem should arise. All in all 
the campus is shaping up \'Cry 
well and with the ideas that 
are in the planning stages 
College of the ~lainland should 
be tlie most modernistic college 
that this area has seen and 
one where students will be proud 
to attend. 

Poetry Society 
Mr. Dee Walker a member 

of the Poetry Society of Texas 
is interested in organizing a 
local chapter in Texas City. He 
hopes that the faculty and the 
student body wj.1.1 take an in
terest in this organization. Mr. 
Walker believes that this 
chapter will open up a new road 
to those interested in poetry. 
Anyone interested in writing 
poetry is welcome to join. 

Members of the local chapter 
are invited to attend the state 
meeting which will be held at 
t mphrey Lee Student Center, 
l>outhrrn ~tethodist Umver
~-~ Dallas, except the Novom-
1=cc 1g wn1tn--<Mrr m, """"' -.., 

Urnph ·er Lee Student Cen-ter, 
Southern ;\1cthodist Unlver-
1;1ty, Dallas, t:!Xccpt the Novem
ber meeting, which is the An
nual Awards Dinner, and the 
June meeting, which is tradi
tionally a festival. 

There are annual prizes of
fered in many categories and 
total more than $1,500, which 
are sponsored by the society. 
There is also a monthly award 
for the best poem at each meet
ing. Prize winning poems in 
the Society's annual contests 
as well as the winners of the 
monthly Critic's Award are 
published in an annual volume, 
called A Book of the YP:ir 

Anyone interested in forming 
-a Texas City Chapter of the 
Poetry Society of Texas should 
contact either Mr. Dee Walker 
or Mr. Don Bass. 

Presidents-• 
(Continued rrom Page 1) 

May, Mrs. Marjorie 
Mayes, Gary 
Mitchell, Mrs. Pauline 
Moore, Miss Martha 
Narvaez, Robert 
Nebout, Miss Rose 
Novak, Miss Rose 
Owens, Mrs. Dallene 
Parker, Miss Hazel 
Parker, Lewis 
Ramos, Miss Rachel 
Sage, Miss Carole 
Savchenko, Mrs. La Veta 
Schalk, Mrs. Jean 
Sharer, Mrs. Carolyn 
Silvertooth, Mrs. Margaret 
Simpton, Frank 
Smith, Mrs. Patricia 
Spence, Jimmy 
Steed, Richard 
Toliver, Kenneth 
Tonroy, Don 
Vernon, Byron 
Villarreal, Miss Gloria 

Galveston School District 
Chisolm, Robert 
Dials, Mrs. Eula 
Fields, Bobby 

'Johnican, Mrs. Velma 

FILA Visits COM 
Sixty-three Santa Fe High 

School students, members of 
the Future Business Leaders 
of America, visited College of 
the Mainland today where 
they were welcomed by Dr. 
Jack Elsom, Dean of Student 
Personnel Services. The visit 
was sponsored by Mrs. Shirly 
Schroeder and Mrs. Mary Mc
Kay, teachers of Business cour
ses at Santa Fe High School 
and Student Officers of Future 
Business Leaders of America 
from Santa Fe who are: Pre
sident Ken Adams, Vice Presi
dent Gwen Calhoun, Treasurer 
Joan Kohn. Secretary W~nda 
Scllu:tf" 3nr.L!To1m1!JL <'h11ir
sicteieen ACfams, Vice P1esl-
dent Gwen Calhoun, Treasurer 
Joan Kohn, Secretary Wanda 
Schudze, and Program Chair
man Mary Motl. 

Mr. Lester Burks, Director of 
Technical Vocational Programs 
gave a brief talk on vocational 
technical programs. 

Mrs. McNutt, Chairman of 
Business Education outlines 
the programs offered for stu
dents wishing to complete two
years Associate in Applied 
Science degrees in accounting, 
data processing, mid-manage
ment, legal secretaryship, medi
cal secretaryship, and techni
cal secretaryship. f-he also des
cribed the one-year diploma 
programs for general office 
clerical, general secretarial, 
and general data processing. 

Mr. Roland Smith, Supervi
sor of Data Processing, and 
Mr. Don Lea, Mrs. Nellie Thoro
good, and Mrs. Ann Bennick, 
all business instructors, explain
ed course content and con
ducted a tour of the Facilities 
of the Department of Business 
Education. 

A reception was held immed
iately after the tour. Miss Ka
ren Tantillo, Mrs. Beckie Black. 
Mrs. Ruth Ganze, Mrs. Diane 
Bellamy, and Linda Platt were 
hostesses. 

New Eq1ip• e1t 
The receipt of four IBM 

model 029 card punch machines 
during the month of February 
roungs out (tqU!pmcnt inventory 
for thP. data processing program 
at COM. 

Combined with the in-house 
IBM 1130, computing system 
the new equipment provides ad
ditional opportunities for 
teaching and learning. Efforts 
nrc presently underway to im
plement a non-credit keyp '
cm•rse for the latter i: 
teaenmg arro 1eannng. 1,m11 
nre pre,1:ntly underwaj to in, 
plement a non-credit key11unch 
course for the latter portion 
of the spring semester. 

Silent Movies 
March 12 marks the sche

duled starting of a series of 
programs containing the most 
outstanding films of Stan Lau
rel and Oliver Hardy, Charley 
Chase, and W .C. Fields. All short 
subjects and full length features 
to be shown are uncut, in their 
original length as when they 
were first released in the 30's 
and 40's. Showings are sche
duled to take place in the ART 
LAB in BLDG. B. at 10 a.m. on 
the dates listed : March 12, 
March 26, April 9, April 23, May 
14, and May 28. 

Donation Of Books 
College of the Mainland has 

just received a gift of books 
from Mrs. Pat Disbrow, owner 
of the Book Nook in Texas 
City. Books presented to the 
library arc a welcome gift to 
the College and will be used in 
attaining our goal of building 
the finest junior college library 
in the Southwest. 

••• FUNNY-YOU 

DON'T~ 

U-ISII! 

This is the beginning of the lake which is situated in front 
of the campus. 

Student contemplates what lectures will be like in the new 
lecture Jab. 

"View of the Learning Resource Center from the lake·· 

Spring Assembly 
On Wednesday, February 19, 

members of the COM faculty 
and student body were present 
at Nessler Civic Center for the 
COM Spring Ceremony. 

Dr. E lsom first introduced 
Gloria Villarreal, Chief Justice 
of the Student Court. and Ken
neth Toli\·er, Vice-President 
of the COM Student Govern
ment. lie then introduced Lew
is Parker, President of the 
COM Student Go,·ernment, who 
ga,·e the Welcoming address. 

Mr. Parker's main thought 
was for ALL of us, students and 
faculty. to work together to
ward our one dream--.. thc 
greatest All-American Comm· 
unity College in the nation ... 

··Sure, I know we all gl'l a 
little tired and frustrated at 
times.·· he added, ··but wc must 
mo,·e on! Irs hard but fair 
and wc must all suffer the samt' 
hardships and pains:· 

\Jr Parker conclud<'d that 
"we know that Wl' art• all 
rrippll•d br our own l'XPl'r• 
ienCl'. and that W<' don·t al
rPad~· know how lo build lhl' 
gn•atl'S( l'Olllllltlllit~· t·olll'l!l' in 
till' nation. llowl'll'r. ,n• IHl\l' 

sonll'thing going for u,----and 
that is: ( I) wt' ha,c committl'd 
ourst•h e, to the idl'a of hu111an-
1ood for all. through brotlwr
'IOd ;111d (2) Wt' ha1t• rom-

•qittl'd oursl'IYes to l',pl•ri
mt•n( ;ind in111watt' in our t•f
forts to build the drt•am coll
eg<.,.'· 

Mr. Parker·s speech was 
very well recci\·ed! 

P .. _ ! Taylor then intro-
t L ·~t speaker. Dr. 

P, 1~ , l1 i,on, \"ice-Presi-
t •or 1, , •• ,pment at the 

•• · , Houston, who 
,,,. , · l' Special Chall
enges ~1,. Opportunities of a 
~cw Institution:1 lie first 
commended Dr. Stallworth for 
the goab on which CO:\! was 
formed and constantly stri\ ing 
to attain. 

··College of tht• ~lainland is 
proposing a sound, but differ
ing role for student, faculty 
member, administrator and 
trustee that fit~ in the prrdict
cd model of the future." 

FSA Prese• ts Pa•el 
Karen Gerky. Linda Plasek. 

and Joan Ellis represl'nting 
FSA at College of the \1ainland 
presented a panel discussion 
to the Commercial Club at 
Texas City High School on Feb
ruar~ 18. The discussion was 
entitled. "Relating On·the-.lub 
Work Experit•nces to Learning 
at College of the \1ainland:· 
Mrs. Dorothy McNutt. Chair
man of Business Education at 
College of the Mainland, acted 
as moderator, 

The sponsors of the Texas 
City High School Commercial 
Club are Mrs. Evelyn Saund
ers. Mrs. Sandra Manross, Mes. 
Karen Pevoto, and Mrs. Sharon 
Mauldin. 
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Editorial 
Why Are They Afraid? 

A serious problem exists in 
the United States today which 
could easil~· be corrected. 
Twelve million young adults 
in this country in their twen
tieth, nineteenth and eighteen
th years, who otherwise func
tion as adults under the laws 
of this land, are being denied 
their freedom to vote. Consider 
the following: 

A. The average of those who 
fight and die in war is UN
DER 21. 

B. Over forty percent of 
those who marry in this coun
try and assume the responsi
bilities of family life are under 
21. 

C. Twelve million adults be
tween 18 and 21 produce a tre
mendous annual income for 
state and federal taxes. 

Now if these young Ameri
cans arc supposed to die for 
thi-; country, they should at 
least, haH• the right to have a 
part In the choosing of their 
commander-in-chief. Millions of 
young adults have established 
homes and families in this 
country but they have to remain 
silent on issues at city hall, 
the state capitol and in \\'ash
ington. which will directly af
frct them. 

"Taxation without represen
tation is tyranny" was a phrase 
usl'd in exct•ss during lhe 
1100·~. Today, the under 21 
gro.,.., of Americans pay hf..'a,·1-
ly in gasoline, sales and income 
taxes, but are denied a voice 
in the expl•nditures of these 
funds . Lester Rand, head of 
:'licw York Youths Research 
lnstilutf..' estimates there are 
more than 25 million youths 
in the U.S. between 13 and 19 
with mon• than $18 billion to 
spl'nd as they SC!e fit. By 1970, 
Rand prl'diets that trenagers 
will number more th- '" .... 111 

ion w"..'.t a d~-
spend as they sec fit. By 1970, 
Hand predicts that h>enagers 
~ ill number more than 30 mill
ion with a disposable income 
lut,11ing $.'10 billion. Congress 
continues to ignore this st•c
rion of the puµuJatton and th-ey 
in turn must st!ll continue to 
pay taxes to a government 
where they have no voice. :So 
Congressman or Senator repre
sents a person under 21 because 
these Americans cannot vote 
and he thereforc docs not owc 
them anything. 

Withgreatercommun,cJ• ,on~. 
travel and education the 18 to 
21 year old ls extrc1m•l:,: wl'll 
informed. Psycholigish, f..'1luca -

tors and sociologists agree 
that those in this age l{roup 
are far better emotionally 
oriented to the problems of 
our times than previous gen
erations. For instance, in 1920 
less than 30 per cent of the 
high school age population was 
actually in high school. Of this 
JO per cent only 17 per cent 
really received diplomas. To
day more than 85 per cent of 
Americans from 14 to 17 years 
old are attending high school 
and more than ~4 of this group 
graduate. 

On June 27, 1968, President 
Johnson sent a formal message 
to Congress asking for a con
stitutional .amendment which 
would lower the voting age to 
eighteen. Congress has not a,•t
ed on this message. The nation 
has given the \'Ote to the Wo
men and Negroes and ha-. 
aboli-~he>d tht• poll tax but has 
ignored the )·oung adult, of 
this nation. Why is Congrc,s 
afraid to act on this problem"! 
Are they afraid that thb group 
of people will .~tart a house 
cleaning and someone will find 
himself without his $42,500 an
nual salary'? 

Alaska, Georgia, Hawaii and 
Kentueky have lowered the 
voting age below 21. These 
states should be congratulated 
on their alertness to this pro
blem. WhNe arc the other 
statt•s'! 

But all is not lost. There exists 
a national organization who~e 
sole purpose is to do some
thing about lowering the voting 
age. L.U.V. which stands for 
Let Us Vote has been organi
zed. Many people have joined 
their cause, among these are 
Joey Bishop who is the honor
ary national chairman. If any
one Is interested in (orming a 
L.U.V. organization in this area 
contact Paut 'io,·ak or write 

J! 

----...-----•e, -----
L.if V. organization in this area 
contact Paul ~ovak or write 
to: ~ 

University of the Pacific 
Box 3 

Stockton. California 95201 

Do not allow this problem 
to exist any longer. Write to 
the congressman of your arl'a 
and the senator of the state. 
Let them know how you feel 
about the twelve million Ameri
cans who are barred from their 
constitutional right to vote. Re
member voting Is the most 
1.>asic right of EVERY Ameri
ean adult. 

A Suggestion for Change 
In recent years, and parti

cularly in the last two years, 
there bas been a rather strong 
trend in American thought 
favoring a !owe, ing of the 
age requirement for voting. I 
view this trend with distress 
and alann--to such an extent, 
in fact, that I expect to incur 
the wrath of most of the student 
body at our institution by sug
gesting a counter-proposal 
which, at least (and probably 
also at most) may generate 
some discussion. 

Before making this proposal, 
however, I will destroy the 
three main arguments In favor 
of lowering the minimum vot
ing age. 

The first argument is usually 
this: .. If we can't have a voice 
in running the country, why 
should we be required to fight 
and die for it?" It is a salient 
fal'l that most of those who say 
this have never dicd for their 
country. This may, indt•ed, be 
un effective argument against 
the draft, but it docs not cut 

ri~oth wuys. It seems obvious 
. tha t "running the country," or 

even walking it for that mat
ter, requires a modicum of ex
perience and sagacity--but dy
lng for one's country requires 
neither: it requires only lack 
of breath. 

With this most common line 
of unreasoning effectively snarl
ed, the next argument runs 
generally thus: "Young people 
today are more sophisticated 
and better informed than ever 
before; consequently they arc 
ready at an earlier age to par
ticipate in decisions of na
tional importance." Again, I 
will point out that this argu
ment is usually used by the 
young themselves, who really 
don't remember when their 
elders were young because 
most if not all of them weren't 
around at that time. It is pro
bably true that young people 
today are more knowledgeable 
than young people of former 
limes: but thb adrnntage is 
offset by thc trt•mendous in 
<Tease in the mere quantit)" 
of information that i~ available, 
and b) the time required sim
ply to obtain and rntaloguc 

an adequate supply of it. Be
sides, the possession of infor
mation has only incidentally 
to do with the use of it. Fur
thermore, there is room for 
doubt about the relative sophis
tication or modem youth: for 
what young people think of as 
sophistication often turns out 
to be sophistry when it is \icw
ed rrom the vantage point of 
years. with their attendant ac
cretion of--dare we say it?-
experiences. 

The fina l argument is gen
erally this one: "It is unjust 
to set an arbitrary age at 
which one reaches maturity: 
there are many eightcen-year
olds who are more mature 
than their twenty-five-year-old 
contemporaries." This is true 
as far as it goes; it is not an 
effective argument. For there 
are several kinds of maturity; 
and while the cightecn-year
old may often possess the 
kind of intellectual maturity 
that enables him to gather 
and catalogue information, the 
maturity he most often lacks 
is the emotional kind which 
comes only through experienc
es that give him understanding 
surpassing knowledge, and ren
der him safe from the gut 
knowledge and mind-knowledge 
that only obscures the essen
tial. 

As a counter-proposal to 
lowering the minimum voting 
age, therefore, I suggest that 
we raise the minimum voting 
age lo thirty. While such a 
proposal may seem laughable 
at first, there are serious argu
ments in Its favor. 

The first is this. As civiliza• 
lion becomes more 11nd more 
complex, as the quantity of in
formation increases, and as 
the culture becomes more 
strictly socialized, thl' time 
required for the individual to 
adjust to his society grows 
longer. Briefly stated, adoles
cence continues later into 
lire. 

Anyone who is aware of the 
increasing complication of 
forces at work in the world, 
'lnd ,., nred for rapid and 

ions !l,r the .. world ,r comphcatlon of 
" at work in the world, 

and of the need for rapid and 
mature decisions by the world 
leaders, is likewise aware that 
our nation (and in fact the 
entire world) needs all the 
help it can get. At such a time 
it seems stupid to turn such 
vast powers over to those who 
are, by simple accident of 
birth, least likely to be ready 
to exercise power with maturi
ty. If we are to change the 
voting age at all, it seems only 
logical to remove it as far as 
possible from the reach of 
those who will be unable to 
cope with its responsibilities. 

Finally, surveys have shown 
that the majority of eligible 
voters who exercise their pri
vilege are not those between 
the ages of twenty-one and 
thirty, but those between the 
ages of forty and fifty. These 
are people of maturity, not 
only in years, but also, gener
ally, in experiences, and they 
are aware of their vested in
terest In the turning of the 
world. They are not so likely 
to be swayed by irrelevant 
temporal consideratiQns. The 
young, It is true, are quick to 
realize that political and eco
nomic questions are inevitably 
moral questions also; but I 
believe that they arc less quick 
to apprehend the relationships 
that every problem has with 
olher problems. This is the 
kind or perspective that comes 
only after a succession of 
significant experiences. Exper
iences that an eighteen-year
old has simply not had lime 
to a<·cumulate. 

Granting that the world is 
going to the dogs. and grant
ing r ,·en that the immaturity 
c r ,,u , oters halo sent it thither. 
doc .. , makt• sense to lowl•r 
Ow ll 111imu111 ,oting age and 
incrl'ase the possibility of ra~h 
votes'? I contend ihat if th<' 
,·oting ag1• must b1• chang1•d, 

it should be removed a little 
farther from the grasp of the 
infant. 

I would ar,eue. in fact, for 
forty as a minimum age-but 
who would listen? 

Literary Cor11er 
What well-known American poets wrote the following 

stanzas? 

So live, that when thy summons comes to join 
The innumerable caravan, which moves 
To that mysterious realm, where each shall take 
His chamber in the silent halls of death, 
Thou go not, like the quarry-slave at night, 
Scourged to his dungeon, but sustained and sooth~r 
By an unfaltering trust, approach thy grave 
Like one who wrape the drapery of his couch 
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams. 

0 master lords and rulers in all lands 
Is this the handiwork y·ou give to God, 
This monstrous thing distorted and soul quencht? 
How will you e\'er straighten up this shape; 
Touch it agam with immortality; 
Givl! back the upward looking and the light: 
Rebuild in it the music and the dream; 
Make right the immemorial infamies, 
Perfidious wrongs, immedicable waves? 

STA?\ZAS FR0'.\1 "THA:-.ATOPSIS'" BY WILLIAM CULLEN 
BRYANT "THE MA:-. WITH THE HOE" BY EDWIN MARK
HAM 

Jlomellt of Re/Jectioll 
When pride bccoml'S tht• too rrcqut•nt horseman upon your back. 
Gi\'e one hard gallop and ne\'l'r look bat·k. 

"For my homework in creative writing, I think 1'11 write 
a ransom note!" 

SPRING FORMAL 
APR!L 25th 

interCOM 
Ednur. . . . • • • . • . • • . . • • . • • . . • . Linda l'lall 
A!l-~l!\t&nt lditor. • • • . . . . . . . • • . • H.u~e Nuvak 
Manag1111( t:dnor Paul Nuvak 
~port, . . • • • . . • • .J o hn M<.' C..:lure. btt.•ve C.:alhuun 
l'ho1o~raphet . . • , • • . • • .(;reg c.;arr,c 
1..Ht•raf) • • , • • Ha?el Jone~ 
Rrponrrs . . . . . . . . . Sonn) Kiln~. Rachel Ramo,. 

Gloria \ ' illa rrt•al, Mariiar~I Landr) Cynthia Dinklagc, Ronni• Rob! 
ch,•.,u,, l ' arole Sa11•. Dallcne o .. cn, and Laura McQualg, 

~pun,ur. • . 
l a ttotllW•t. . , 

. . M1,, ~aula H.obert~on 
, • .. .. .. Ma• l.arl '.\-,nklcr 

i ht· I\: t l"~Hl O\t. "'llUdt•nl n,•~:-.pu,,wr o l l'ollL•gt• UI lht- MamJand, ·~ pub11,hed 
month I) b) I II~: L>AII.Y :,,U!\ l::dllur1JI ,tall'mem, ol th,• I!\ 11,;IICOM repre 
'l'IH lht · ' 1,·v., uJ lht• ,tudt·n l ~rih•r'.'\ and nut IU'ft'~'.\8rll) lhU'.\C o l the admmb· 
1r.1taon .tod IR• u11, 111 l.'o llt•f(t' 111 lht• \1ainl,rnd 
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PHI THETA KAPPA INSTALLS MEMBERS 
Initiation ceremonies for 

Phi Theta Kappa were held 
March 12 at the Community 
Center. The ceremony began 
when the pledges were led 
to the front of the room by the 
secretary of the fraternity. 
Each pledge carried a blue 

chandle down the center isle and 
formed a semi-circle in front 
of the table bear ing the Phi 
Theta Kappa sign. 

Mrs. Jean Schalk, President, 
recited the pledge. The new 
members repeated it after her, 
each reciting her name in the. 

Officers of Phi Theta Kappa left to right: Diane 
He1Jamy, Jean Schalk, and E<1 Wesley 

COM'S Grading System 
In order to fully understand 

the student grading policy of 
College or the Mainland, one 
must first understand the 
philosophy of teaching and 
learning embraced by the in
stitution. First, it has its foun
dation in the philosophy of 
democracy - a philosophy 
which, by its very nature, op
erates on the basic assumption 
that all with whom we come 
in contact are human beings 
and shall be treated as such. 
Second, that the colleague re
lationship (as opposed to the 
master-servant relationship) 
shall be the basis for student
teacher relationships. 

With these as our basic 
assumptions, the development 
of teaching-learning practice 
is removed from the mystic 
and takes its roots in in
telligent planning. All course 
work at the College is, first of 
all, planned in advance. The 
basis for such planning is the 
development of behaviorally 
specified learning objectives. 
This principle, simply stated, 
is that th~ student, prior to 
beginning the course of study, 
knows what competencies are 
expected of him upon comple
tion of the cour se. He knows 
in very specific terms, not in 
mere generalities. 

This teaching-learning ap
proach does not lend itself 
to the conventional gr ad ing 
system which is anti-humane 
and better suited to evaluate 
race horses than human beings. 

The College of the Mainland 
grading system is simple in its 
concept. There are three things 
which were felt must be Includ
ed in any humane grading 
policy: 

1.) It must have quality con
trol. 

2.) It must be tied to the 
behaviorally specified learning 
objectives approach. 

3.) It must encourage stud
ents of all levels of achieve
ment and all conditions of life 
to attend the college. 

With these three basic 
guidelines to go by, a grading 
system was arrived at that is, 
at least, more humane in its 
approach. Quality achievement 
is still graded with an "A" 
or a "B". The "C" grade simp
ly indicates the demonstration 
by the student of the achieve
ment of the minimum objec
tives of the course. In the 
event a student is unable to 
achieve the minimum objec
tives he is withdrawn from 
the class. 

In addition to the "A" "B" 
or "C" grade mentioned ~bove, 
a student may receive an "I", 
"WI", "W", or "WP." 

The grade of "W" is given 
in the event a student finds it 
necessary to withdraw from a 
class within the first nine weeks, 
regarless of the reason. The 
grade of "WP" is given after 
the ninth week of the semester, 
provided the student's achieve
ment of course objectives is on 
schedule as of the date he with
drew. Neither the "W" or 
"WP" is used in computing 
grade point average. 

In the event the student with
draws after the ninth week of 
a semester and is behind sched
ule on the achievement of 
course objectives, he receives 
a grade of "WI." The "WI" 
indicates withdraw! without 
achievement of minimum 
course objectives. Both the 
" I" and "WI" are computed 
as semester hours attempted 
with "0" grade points. 

The grading system does 

appropriate place. A rose 
was then given to each pledge, 
her candle was lighted, and 
each signed the membership 
book. 

After this was completed, 
the new officers were installed. 
They formed a semi-circle 
around the table and repeated 
the pledge. Then each one sign
ed the officers book. The new 
officers for the coming 
year are as follows: President, 
Kelly Blass; Vice-president, 
Joyce Gossie; Secretary-His
torian, Rose Novak; Treasurer, 
Martha Mosley; and Reporter, 
Loyce Gossie. 

Mrs. Nellie Thorogood, spon
sor of Phi Theta Kappa, then 
said a few words and introduced 
the guest speaker, Dr. Fred 
Taylor, Dean of Instruction. He 
presented a very inspiring talk 
on leadership, 'and the cere
mony was completed. Re
freshments were then served. 

On March 5 Phi Theta Kappa 
held its first meeting in the 
Rose Room of the Community 
Cent~r. At this meeting the re
qu•1ements ror mernbe1sh1p m 
the fraternity and the mean
ing of the words Phi Theta 
Kappa were discussed. A test 
was then given, and those 
who passed it were eligible 
for membership. 

There are several require
ments to be achieved before 
membership in Phi Theta Kappa 
can be obtained. The student 
must be taking a full load, 12 
hours, and working toward a 
degree at a senior institution. 
The student must also show good 
moral character and citizenship 
and be in the upper 10 percent 
of the college. 

Old members present were 
Mrs. Jean Schalk, Mrs. Jan 
Barroso, Mrs. Frieda Marshall, 
a nd Mrs. Diane Bellamy. New 
members present were Linda 
Platt, Joyce Gossie, Loyce 
Gossie, Gloria Villarreal, Dal
lene Owens, Kelly Blass, Rose 
Novak, Mrs. Martha Mosley, 
Ronnie Robicheaux, and Mrs. 
J udith Goodwin. 

something more - it has made 
the first move toward break
ing the traditional semester 
time barrier. In the event a 
student is unable to complete 
the minimum objectives by the 
end of a given semester and, 
in the judgment of his pro
fessor, he could complete the 
objectives if he had more time, 
the professor may negotiate a 
contract with the student allow
ing him up to six more weeks 
to complete the objectives 
of the course. In this event, 
the student is given an "I" 
which is changed to "A", 
" B" or "C" when he completes 
his contract. In the . event he 
never completes the contract 
the "I" is changed to "WI'' 
which indicates he withdrew 
incomplete of the objectives. 

The profe~sor at College of 
the Mainland has both the 
right and resonsibility to with
draw any student from his 
class if, in his judgment, and 
after consultation with his 

New Members installed in Phi Theta Kappa 

Newly elected officer s are left to right: Rose 
Novak, Martha Mosley, Kelly Blass, Loyce Gossie, 
and Joyce Gossie. 

Alan Lomax to Visit Campus 
"Collecting folk songs is more 

than a vocation or avocation 
to me-it's a way of life", 
says Alan Lomax, the fore
most collector of folk 
songs in the world. He is the 
person primarily responsible 
for the folk song revivals that 
are sweeping the country tod!lY. 
Mr. Lomax will discuss his 
collecting activities and sing 
some of his favorite folk songs 
when he appears here on April 
9, 1969 under the auspices of 
The Lycum Council, College of 
the Mainland. 

Each of his 100-odd phono
graph albums has marked a 
step forward for his chosen 
field. Taken together, they sur
vey the folk music styles of 

junior colleague, the student, 
he is convinced that the stu
dent will not be able to com
plete the minimum course ob
jectives. The student at College 
of the Mainland has both the 
right and responsibility to 
withdrawl from a class, after 
consultation with his senior 
colleague, the professor, in 
the event he feels, for any rea
son, he will be unable to com
plete the minimum objectives 
of the course. 

half the world. In his view, he 
has devoted his life "to putting 
modern sound technology at the 
service of the little people and 
the voiceless cultures of the 
world." Mr. Lomax has also 
compiled 12 authorilative books 
on folk songs, including MIS
TER JELLY ROLL which he 
wrote on a Guggenheim Fel
lowship. His Penguin Book of 
American Folk Songs ap
peared in the Spring of 1960 and 
that Fall Doubleday published 
his singing history of the U.S.A., 
THE SAGA OF AMERICAN 
FOLK Song. 

From 1933 to 1942 he was ac
tively engaged with his father 
in building the Library of Con
gress Archive of American, 
Folk Song. In charge of th);> 
department at the age of 22, he 
added some 10,000 recorded 
folk songs to the collection, 
making it the largest and most 
modern enterprise of its kind in 
the world. In 1937 he edited for 
Musicraft the first album in 
the ARCHIVE OF AMERICAN 
FOLK SONG series (since 
grown to eighty LP's). 

During this period, Lomax 
introduced Burl Ives, Josh 
White, Woody Guthrie, among 

(See Lo1'1AX, l"age 4J 
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New School in Area 
A new addition is expected 

in the last growing educational 
family of the Galveston Bay 
area. Although the how, when, 
and where are not yet deter
mined, plans are underway 
for a three year upper divi
sion college which will have 
courses leading to the bache
lor's and master's degrees. 

Six "junior" colleges now 
serve the area: Alvin Junior 
College, Brazosport Community 
College (Freeport), Galveston 
Community College, Lee Junior 
College·(Baytown), San Jacinto 
College (Pasadena), and Coll
ege of the Mainland. Although 
only two of these, Alvin, and 
Lee, existed prior to 1960, the 
six now ha've a combined en
rollment of about 12,000 stu
dents with a projected enroll
ment of 25,000 in 1973. 

One of the most highly in
dustrialized in the state and 
nation, the Galveston Bay area 
has its unique educational 
needs. Its growth potential 
promises not only additional 
employees with children of 
college age but also more em
ployees who will need advan
ced college training themsel
ves. A conveniently located col
lege is the answer to the dual 
needs of the commuting work-

er-student. Two state support
ed senior colleges now serve 
the area-Texas Southern Uni
versity and the University of 
Houston. 

The new upper division 
college will probably be built 
in the vicinity of Clear Lake, 
which is centrally located to 
the six • community coll
eges, thus alleviating the cost
ly commuting burden of 
many students. 

Still in the early planning 
stages, the new college al
ready has two things to its 
credit. By limiting itself in 
concept to upper division cour
ses, it presents a fresh outlook 
by avoiding needless duplica
tion of freshman and sopho
more courses. By being new, 
it has the opportunity to avoid 
needless duplication of old ed
ucational problems and con
centrate instead or substantial 
challenges. 

The six existing community 
colleges should welcome this 
unique situation of planned 
parenthood-this is, helping to 
plan what one's "parent" will 
be like. ("Big brother" would 
be more accurate, but...) A 
favorite dream o( many a 
colleen and many a college 
too. 

Government Class in Austin 
On March 5 at 6:30 a.m. 

Sonny Kline, Tracey Nillen, 
Lewis Parker, Calvin Arnold, 
Ed and Beth Wesley, James 
Smith, Kenneth Toliver, Mr. 
Urbina, and Mr. Tise began 
their trip to the State Capi
tol. 

Even though when they ar
rived it was drizzling and the 
students were tired, this did 
not affect their spirits. Immed
iately they proceeded to the 
House where a committee was 
discussing the increase of 
taxi wages, and the permissi
bility of college students as 
taxi drivers. Other issues dis
cussed concerned a medical 
school for Texas Tech 132-13 
Thursday, March 13. 

Within the state capitol the 
students were able to view vot
ing procedures by which a 
computer on the wall automa
tically recorded and tabulated 
the votes. 

One fascinating aspect was 
the optical illusion of a ceiling. 
It was a star whose point was 
constantly directed upon you. 
Another amusing feature was 
the . oil collection of sen a tors 
pictures. This proved interest
ing because they were nu
merous and reflected an at
mosphere of seriousness. 

John Hannah, Charles Fin
nell, Joe Hubenak, Curtis 
Graves, Dean Neugent and 
Ed Harris were a few mem
bers of the state legitslature 
who the students met. And Ed 
iarris dined with the students 

loard Electio•s 
The board election will oc

:ur on the fifth of April in 
>rder to fill two positions. Fil
ng for board positions is now 
>fficially over s9 there will 
:>e no more candidates. 

The two vacant positions on 
.he board are numbers three 
ind four. Number three and 
1Umber four positions were 
previously held by J.W. Arring
;on of La Marque and George 
Dela wey of Hitchcock. Positions 
1umber three candidates is 
reronro M. McAlvister of La 
'darque who is officially un
>pposed. Candidates for posi
:ion number four are C.C. Ro
oinson of Hitchcock and Er
nest E. Deats of Dickinson. 

at the Texas Employment 
Commission cafeteria. 

Upon returning the students 
commented that the trip had 
been stimulating but regretted 
that the microphone system 
in the capitol was not up to 
par. 

Mr. Sonny Kline reported 
that the trip was informative, 
educating and contributed 
greatly to the stimulation of 
the student's awareness of 
happenings around him. 

His statement must be con
sidered quite accurate for two 
topics seemed to persist even 
on the way home. These topics 
were the draft and the effec
tiveness of required subjects 
which may not pertain to the 
student's selective field. 

Ele11e1tary Teac••rs 
Miss Meredith returned to 

classes, following an automo
bile accident, with her usual 
enthusiasm. Needless to say 
we were most happy to have 
her back. We are continuing 
to learn basic skills and dance 
steps. We practiced movements 
used in Softball and Basket
ball. The waltz was enjoyed 
by all and executed quite 
well by some. Instructions on 
use of the stop watch and the 
administering of physical fit
ness tests have been given. 
The Tinkiling dance, of Fili
pino origin, has proven the 
most fun thus far. 

Mrs. Joyce Pipes, a lovely 
lady from North Carolina, 
visited Miss Meredith's class
es on the 14th. She¥ is engaged 
'in the field of physical educa
tion and was very interested 
in our program. 

Attention Men 19 - 35 
Earn $600 per month the 

first year as a Patrolman in 
the Houston Police Depart
ment, with automatic pay 
raises to $675 base pay over 
a four-year period. PLUS holi
day pay, paid vacations, sick 
leave, retirement, uniforms, 
longevity bonus, court pay 
and free insurance. All advance
ment in rank by Civil Service 
examination. For further infor
mation see Mr. Dan Doyle 
in the Student Personnel Of
fice. 

Joyce Gossie Loyce Gossie 

Double Personality Focus 
This month's interCOM per

sonalities are Misses Loyce 
and Joyce Gossie. Loyce and 
Joyce are fraternal twins, so 
it is quite easy to tell them 
apart. 

Loyce is majoring in busi
ness and after graduation 

Student Center 
Recently, the Student Go

vernment of Collej!e of the 
Mainland was forced to take 
action in solving a major pro
blem on the college campus. 
The Student Center, affection
ately called the "Blue Zoo", 
had become just that-a zoo. 

Besides being forced to 
wade through paper, cups, 
cigarettes and spilled cokes, 
the student could not find a 
place to sit down because all 
of the chairs were occupied 
by non-students. 

As a result, the Student Cen
ter was shut down for a week. 
During this period of time, 
students had no where to so
cialize, no machines to spend 
their money on, and were un
able to purchase needed sup
plies from the College Book
store. 

Since the "Blue Zoo" has 
been re-opened, the situation 
has improved. The amount of 
litter has decreased and the 
number of non-student has 
been on the decline. Our Stu
dent Center has become a de
cent place to pass the time 
of day once again. 

Each student is encouraged 
to co-operate with the Cour
tesy Patrol in keeping the cen
ter cleaned up and the unin
vited guests off of the campus. 
If each individual does his 
part the need will never arise 
to force school officials in the 
closing of the "BLUE ZOO". 

Weightlifting Club 
The COM Athletic Depart

ment has sponsored a weight
lifting club this past fall with 
little response from the Stu
dent Body. Now that all the 
equipment has arrived, the 
club will begin anew with re
gular meetings and a few 
scheduled meets this spring 
semester. Other schools par
ticipating in these meets will 
be Alvin Junior College, San 
Jacinto Junior College, and a 
few independents, which should 
make the competition nothing 
short of the Olympics. 

The Club will set up meeting 
times after the spring holidays 
and Mr. Don Lea, sponsor and 
veteran lifter, will meet regu
larly with club members to 
give advice and instruction 
in the manly art. 

If you need to get in shape 
for the summer -- either to 
help carry that surfboard or 
keep bullies from taking your 
girl and kicking sand in your 
face -- then we will see you 
at the "grunt" sessions. 

plans to attend the University 
of Houston. Loyce stays busy 
with school organizations, such 
as FSA and Phi Theta Kappa. 
She is the historian in FSA 
and reporter for P hi Theta 
Kappa. Loyce enjoys the 
friendly atmosphere and the 
teacher-student relationship 
at COM. Her favor ite subjects 
are shorthand and introduc
tion to business. 

Joyce is a sociology major 
and also plans to attend the 
University of Houston. Joyce 
is the vice-president of Phi 
Theta Kappa. Joyce thinks 
the college has a unique but 
fair grading system. She en
joys going to the beach and 
all sporting events. Her favor
ite subjects are Spanish and 
English. 

In summing each other up, 
Joyce says Loyce is more re
served than she and Loyce 
says Joyce is easy goinl!. 

New face 01 Campus 
A new and familiar face to 

many here at the C.O.M. is 
that of Dorthy Jones. Better 
known to many as a swinging 
trumpet players. 

Dorthy · the oldest of three 
children was not long ago a 
student of this school when it 
was known then as Booker T. 
Washington High School. After 
graduation she attended the 
Center Connecticut State Coll
ege where she received her 
Bachelor's degree in Market
ing, and was certified by the 
State of Texas and the State 
of Connecticut as a Distribu
tive Education Corporator. 

Miss Jones hopes to further 
her education and receive a 
master's degree in Marketing. 
At present she is assisting Mr. 
Smith in the data processing 
program. 

Miss Jones said, that she is 
impressed with Dr. Stallworth's 
dream of making the C.O.M. 
an "American College." She 
hopes to grow with the 
College in its future progress. 

During her spare time Miss 
Jones enjoys playing the piano, 
and guitar. She also i>njoys 
sports all-around, but her fa
vorites are swimming and 
tennis. 

Karate Club 
In the past few weeks, three 

members of the COM Karate 
Club were promoted to the 
rank of yellow belt. These 
members were: John Bedford, 
Bill Brown, and Ronnie Ro
bicheaux. Each member was 
given a belt test by the sen
sei, Terry Calhoun. 

The spring semester has 
seen the entrance of many 
new members; interest in the 
club has increased also. The 
stydel11. 99dy, .. as .well as the 
Karate Club, congr atulates 
these three students on their 
achievements . .- - · 

Dr. Fader 
To Visit 

Dr. Daniel Fader, proje t 
director of "English in Eve rY 
Classroom" at the Universi ly 
of Michigan, will visit Colle ~ 
of the Mainland on ThursdaJ , 
April 10th. Dr. Fader will ~ 
introduced to_ the student bo~y 
in the morning and to inter
ested faculty in the aftei:
noon. 

In accepting the invitatio

1
, 

Dr. Fader said, "I'd be gl d 
to have you invite teache s 
from any and all surroundij g 
schools to attend. What I ha e 
to say applies to all levels a d 
all subjects." 

Dr. Fader's interesting a 
novel experiments with El -
glish instruction are developjd 
in his recent book, HOOKE 
ON BOOKS. Dr. Fader w 1 
talk to students at 1 p.m. 
the Community Center a d 
will hold a faculty worksh p 
at ·2 p.m. a lso in the Commu -
ity Center. 

Mrs. Sallie Cowgill, CounselE r 
and Psychology Instructor, fs 
conducting a unique cour te 
in Psychology at College pf 
the Mainland. The course, Ps~r
chology 132, has as its obje ~
tive the survey and selecti n 
of a career area by the st -
dent. Each student conduc~s 
independent surveys of job 01p· 
portunities in the local ar ~a 
and presents his findings n 
seminars held on the campu . 
In addition to the studejf:! 
speaker system, each studel t 
is encouraged, as a part f 
the course, to meet Busine s 
Managers in the area a~ d 
solicit their active particip1a. 
tion as speakers at the se11~
inars to explain job requirl~
ments, opportunities in specifltc 
career areas, and salaril~s 
which may be expected l~ 
these areas. ~ 

As an example of the ty c 
of discussion conducted duri g 
the seminars, two studel t 
speakers, on March 7, 19611, 
made presentations. Miss Lin~a 
Plasek, full-time student l t 
the college and part-ti11e 
Clerk-Typist at the Bank f 
the Mainland, and Miss Kar n 
Gerky, also a full-time studei t 
and a part-time key pund h 
operator at the Texas Cily 
National Bank, spoke on wh t 
is expected of them in the r 
respective job positions, the r 
pay scales and their person 1 
experiences. 

A guest speaker, Mrs. Kat t
ryn Faulk, Secretary to D . 
Elsom, spoke to the studen s 
about some of the requir •
ments of a good secretar ~ 
ability in typing, shorthan ~• 
business machines and filin~r; 
telephone manners, enthusias , 
willingness and the ability o 
be sincerely interested a d 
to keep on going with a smi e 
no matter how hard the ta k 
may seem. 

Education Experime t 
College of the Mainland ha 

planned an educational exper -
ment which allows the busines 
classes to be combiaed wit 
the psychology classes. A pan I 
will discuss three princip 
issues: (1) use of strikes bj 
public employees, (2) effort 
of the farm worker to orga~ 
ize, and (3) practice of di 
crimination in unions on We -
nesday, May 7, in the Co 
munity Center Hall at 10 a. . 

The panelist will be Mr. c.9 
Robinson, President of thl 
NAACP of the Mainland; M . 
Paul Teague, member of th 
Board of Directors of Colleg 
of the Mainland; and Mr. E 
Wesley, student at College 
the Mainland. 
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COM'S MIDNIGHT MADNESS DANCE 
One of the most important 

events coming up this semes
ter is the traditional Midnight 
Madness Dance to be held 
on April 25th. Much work has 
been put into the preparations 
for this dance. Having with
drawn from the senate, Sonny 
Kline has concentrated all of 

his efforts into making the 
Midnight Madness Dance as 
successful as it was last year. 

Last year, he headed the 
committee in which the tra
dition of Midnight Madness 
was established: The student 
government and student body 
worked hand in hand, turning 

Suzanne Babin 

Sonny Kline 

out a roaring success. It was 
held at the Holiday Inn were 
over 400 guests enjoyed an 
evening of entertainment pro
vided by TSU Tornadoes. 

Decorations and flickering 
lights set the mood. Since 
the budget was limited the 
students set forth their ima
gination and ingenuity. Comb
ing the countryside for de
corations, the students came 
back with great success. For 
the first time Texas City wit
nessed some odd occurences 
such as Volkswagons in the 
downtown area with trees 
sticking out of the open roofs; 
also students in masses con
verging on fences stripping 
away the green vines. After 
working a week the decora
tions were more plush than 
one can imagine. The students 
enjoyed building the decora
tions from ~cratch but most 
important they were very 
proud of their successful 
dance. 

Keeping this tradition in 
mind, this year promises to 
be an even more successful 
evening. Since the student 
body has grown and the bud
get with it, we are now able 
to surpass last year. 

Lewis Parker 

-
--~<-•--

The dance is to be held at 
the Jack Tar in Galveston. 
The Charcoal Galley and three 
adjourning areas have been 
reserved. Candle lights and 
flowers will adorn this coming 
event. As the guests a rrive in 
their evening apparel, they 
will sign the guest book in 
which two lovely COM students 
will assist. Refreshments will 
be served. ~ 

Suzanna Babin, Lewis Park
er, Loyce Gossie, Martha Byrd, 
and Sonny Kline are shown 
in the evening attire that will 
grace our only formal dance 
of the year. 

The entertainment this year 
is being provided by the Ed 
Gerlach Agency in Houston, 
which handles all the conven
tions within Harris County. 
Two of the best dance bands 
have been secured for the 
dance. The Gimble Orchestra 
will provide us with a variety 
of stylized music. The soul 
band will entertain the stu
dents and their guests until 
the midnight hour. The soul 
band's name is being withheld 
until the day of the dance. 

Bradshaw's Florists is pro
viding the floral arrangements 1 

for each table. Candlelight, 
starlight and a colored water
fall will enhance the l!Vening. 
There is only one more thing 
to say about the Midnight Mad
ness Dance - enjoy yourself, 
there's no charge. 

The Inter-American Geodetic 
Survey runs a cartographic 
school at Fort Clayton in the 
Panama Canal Zone. Some 1,600 
students from 17 Central and 
South American nations have 
been taught surveying, astrono
my and map reproduction. 

Martha Byrd 

Last Year's Midnight Madness Dance 

Jack Tar - Galveston 
April 25 

8:00 - 12:00 P .M. 
For• al; Se• i-for• al No Charge 
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I You Don't Have to Be Jewish I 
An article appeared in the 

Spotlight section of the Hous
ton Post on February 16, 1969 
explaining the one-sided Arab
Israeli War. It stressed the 
Soviet involvement in the Mid
dle East and made two points 
to the American people re
garding Israel's viewpoint on 
aid to that country. Israel 
wants NO American soldiers 
to defend her democracy, and 
Israel wants to BUY the equip
ment she needs to protect her
self. 

An article entitled 'Soviet 
Power in the Middle East' 
appeared In the February 17, 
1969, issue of NEWSWEEK and 
mentioned the fact that "in 
the Arab world as a whole, 
Russia has laid out some $3 
billion in aid in the last year 
and a half. (By contrast, total 
U.S. military and economic aid 
to all nations will amount to 
only $2.5 billion this year)". 
President Nasser admitted in 
an interview which appearec' 
in NEWSWEEK (Feb. IOi' 
1969) that he said to the Russ
ians, "All I do is ask, ask, ask 
but you never ask for any
thing". The Egyptians have 
received about $1 billion worth 
of Soviet military hardware 
since the 1967 Six Day War. 
The Egyptian Air Force has 
Russian airmen making up 
the shortage of qualified Egyp
tian pilots. Egypt has more 
tanks than ever before, the 
latest are the T-54's and the 
T-55's with computerized fir
ing systems that automatirally 
zero in on a target as far as 
1,200 yards, compliments of 
the Communists who support 
the Egyptian cause "because 
it is a just one". What has the 
United States done for Is
rael? (Remember Israel wants 
to buy the weapons). 

The question "Should the 
U.S. Sell Arms to Israel?" was 
asked to 18 students and 10 
members of the faculty and 
staff at COM. Of the 18 students 
asked, 12 said yes, 6 said no, 
and nobody a nswered "no 
opinion". Some of the com
ments of the students were: 
"If not it would cause a bad 
scene for the rest of the world", 
"U.S. should not take sides, the 

United Nations should handle 
it", "Their interests are closely 
associated with ours", "We 
shouldn't sell anyone arms" 
and "Jews gave us Joey Bis
hop and the Arabs gave us 
Sirhan Sirhan". 

The faculty and staff's opin
ion were a little closer than 
the students. Five people said 
yes, 3 said no and 2 had no 
opinion. Some of the comments 
were "Very important to main
tain the balance of power but 
could lead to many factors 
one which could be a constant 
drain on the economy. Would 
like to see the U.N. function 
in it", "Yes, so they can de
fend themselves but not if 
they use them for the offen
sive" 

Many people felt that the 
United Nations should handle 
it, but did the U.N. do anything 
when two Arab killed those 
Israeli citizens on the EL AL 
airliner in Greece? No. It was 
only after Israeli commandoes 
burned thirteen airplanes in 
Beirut (with no casulaties 
whatsoever) did the U.N. take 
action. Their action? A condem
nation of Israel. Did the U.N. 
take action when two Arab 
terrorists dressed as orderlies 
entered the maternity wing 
of Jerusalem's Hadassah Hos
pital and planted a bomb 
which killed 26 women and 
seven infants? No. When the 
Israeli government started a 
reprisal raid against the Al
Fatah camp in Syria. near 
Damascus, they found them
selves trapped. In the evening 
Israel sent a relief column 
to Damascus only to run into 
Arab resistance. When the 
Israelis poured in reinforce
ments the Syrians urgently ap
pealed for help from their 
allies the Russians. The next 
day at an emergency meeting 
of the U.N. Security Council, 
Soviet Ambassador Malik de
clares: "My government re
cognizing the rapidly deter
iorating situation in the Mid
dle East, has begun to move 
vessels of its fleet into the 
area ... ". 

It is time that the United 
States takes a hard long look 
at the Middle East. On one 

Basic law Enforcement Course 
College of the Mainland is 

again offering the Basic Law 
Enforcement Course. Classes 
begin March 17th and contin
ue through April 11, 1969, a 
four week period utilizing 
eight hour daily classes for 
total time in the classroom 
of 160 hours. 

Mr. Lester Burks, Director 
Technical Vocational Programs 
announced that registration 
begins imm~diately and con
tinues through March 12, 1969. 
He also said that this course 

is designed primarily for In
Service training of Police Offi
cers who have been selected 
by the police departments. 
The purpose of the school is: 
(1) To provide each officer 
with an educational program 
that wlll meet the standards 
required for centification by 
the Texas Commission on Law 
Enforcement and (2) To give 
tne officer information and 
skills in methods and techni
ques of the law enforcement 
profession. 

hand are the Arab nations 
who are receiving aid from 
Russia, diplomatic help from 
the United Nations and have 
400,000 men in their regular 
army with more than 1,900 
tanks. On the other hand is 
Israel who receives nothing 
but condemnations from the 
U.N., stabs in the back from 
other nations (France has 
placed an embargo on 50 
Mirage fighter-bombers, which 
are Israels, and have frozen 
spare parts too) and 50,000 
men in her regular army and 
800 tanks. 

If the Communist foothold 
in the Middle East is allowed 
to spread it will help their 
goal of world domination. Be
fore, the eastern nations could 
not even talk about oil con
tracts to the Arabs, but now 
American oil companies are 
losing oil contracts to the Com
munist bloc nations like Ru
mania who is buying almost 
10 million tons of crude oil 
from Saudi Arabia and some 
$82 million worth of Iranian 
crude-all in exchange for 
manfactured goods. Wonder 
what kind of "manufactured 
goods" they are receiving? 

It is the duty of the United 
States to come to the aid of 
a country which is the target 
of Communist backed aggres
sion. If we got involved in 
Vietnam because of our com
mitment on the grounds of 
aggression surely we can 
help Israel when they are 
faced w th the same problem. 
The U.S. can no longer stand 
by and try to make both sides 
happy, The time has come for 
the United States to choose 
sides. Will we stand by and 
watch the destruction of Is
rael or wUJ we answer the call 
of a democratic country who 
needs our help and would be 
a strong ally in the future? 
The U.S. should and must help 
Israel anyway we can in her 
fight against Communist do
mination. 

Two Cars For COM 
COM is progressing with 

two new additions to the cam
pus. A new 1969, nine passen
ger Bonneville Pontiac Bus 
and a twelve passenger Ford 
Club Wagon. 

With these additions the 
staff as well as the faculty 
departments will be able to 
use the cars for such pur
poses as field trip_s, college 
business, and athletic pro
grams. Request for the use 
of either of these vehicles goes 
as follows: 

1. Each instructor should 
pick up a Transportation Re
quest whereby he fills out the 
following information such as 
the instructor's name, date, 
driver's license number, des
tination, number of students 

Lomax--
(Continued from Page I) 

others, to the national radio 
and record audience. With the 
collaboration of the major 
European museums, Lomax 
launched his definitive WORLD 
LIBRARY OF FOLK AND 
PRIMITIVE MUSIC, the first 
17 albums of which have been 
published by Columbia Records. 
His personal collections form 
the basis of national archives 
in Scotland, England and Italy. 
Westminster Records has p•1b
lished his 11 LP survey of Spain. 

After he left the government 
service in 1942, Lomax became 
one of the best-known figures 
in documentary radio through 
his many broadcasts on Amer
ican networks (Back Where 
I Come From) and the BBC 
Third Program. He made two 
documentary films widely 
shown in the U.S.A. and 
Britain, two ballad operas for 
the BBC, and a folk musical 
in London. In 1946 he produced 
MIDNIGHT , SPECIAL, the 
first folk song series presented 
at the New York Town Hall and 
his FOLK SONG '59 was called 
by the New York Times "the 
most important concert to take 
place in Carnegie Hall since 
"Spirituals To Swing" in 1937. 

A former Director of Folk 
Music for Decca Records, 
Lomax is now Trustee and 
Director of Artistic Events for 
the Sterling Forest Folk Song 
Festival Foundation in New 

Do Not Condemn Me 

Do not condemn me because 
I am different for God did not 
intend all to be the same. 

I am a part of your world as 
you are a part of mine, only 
death will separate us or is 
it so? 

I am not perfect yet neither 
are you, so which can label 
himself the Superior. 
My heart is not made of steel 
and I am glad, but I cannot 
speak for you. I know not what 
dwells in the farthest corner 
of your heart or that which 
lies under the convolution of 
your brain. 

We must come to terms with 
each other, not merely polite 
tolerance. Is a man not a 
man'? A tree not a tree? God 
did create it all. 

York, and he is now working on 
a project for the Rockefeller 
Foundation mapping the folk 
song families of the world. He 
continually travels all over the 
world in his work. 

His program here will be 
entitled "Saga of American 
Folk Son_gs." 

Jlome1Jt of Rellectioll 
Those of humble birth may 
rise to greatness. 

Let no man think ftimself so 
great that he has all the an
swers. 

Career Day Seminar Schedule 
April 11 (tentative cfate)

Peggy Lyman Employment 
Agency Major Private Place
ment Center for people inter
ested in Art or Commercial 
Art. 

April 18 - Pat Boswoeth, Op-

going on trip, vehicle needed, 
and the college activity. Then 
the instructor submits his re
quest for approval by the Dean 
or Director of his department. 

2. He then turns in his re
quest to \1r. Faulk Superin
tendant of Ground Breaking 
and Building. Mr. Faulk then 
places a blue, red, or white, 
pin on the Vehicl£ Availabi
lity Calendar which records 
the date of each vehicle to 
be in use. The red pin is used 
for the bus, and the blue is 
for the wagon. If circumstances 
should arrive and either ve
hicle is out of order the white 
pin is used. This is to notify 
the individuals of the time 
schedule. 

3. Finally on the day of des
tination the instructor re
quests a Trip Ticket on which 
he fills out the same informa
tion as previously. In addition 
he adds the vehicles' license 

portunitics in the field of 
Nursing. 

April 25 - Film on Data Pro
cessing 

May 2 - Auto Mechanics. 
All tapes of previous semin

ars are available in Non-Print 
Media. 

number, the speedometer read
ing before and after destina
tion and records the perfor
mance of the vehicle. 

Mr. Faulk hopes that these 
new additions to the college 
will help the Faculty as well 
as Students in future programs 
or events by the use of the 
cars. 

Trip to Astro~all 
Mrs. McNutt, Mrs. Thorogood, 

and Mrs. Bennick went to the 
National Secretaries Associa
tion convention, which was 
held at the Astrohall on Satur
day, March 15. Various people 
spoke on the importance of 
being a good secretary. There 
is a great demand for execu
tive secretaries and there is 
prestige in becoming an exe
cutive secretary. 
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VOTE----ELECTIONS MAY 13 & 14 
••• • •• Special Elections Called 

The Student Senate has call
ed a Special Election for May 
13 and 14 so that the Student 
Body can vote on the "elec
tion amendment" and elect 
Student Body Officers. 

The "election amendment" 
provides for the election of 
Student Body Officers, presi
dent, vice president, and sec
retary, in the "last month of 
the second semester." As 
stated in the present constitu
tion the election of the officers 
and members of the Senate 
are to be held in the fall. It 
was found th:it the election 
in the fall l,•d lo too much 
confusion and tu" ltmg a per
iod of orientation before the 
Student Government could be-

come a functioning body. It is 
felt that moving the election 
of the officers to the spring 
will allow time for orientation 
and planning through the 
summer months and the Stu
dent Government will become 
a working group earlier, 
serving the Student Body more 
effeciently than it has in the 
past. 

The election of the Student 
Body Officers is being run 
concurrently with the election 
to ratify the amendment. The 
election results will be valid 
only if the amendment is rat
ified. The following people 
are running for office: 

President: Virginia Green, 

Questions Answered 
The following questions were 

submitted to Dr. Elsom and 
his answers are as follows: 

<tuest;vd. ',V~.;y is- r,lOOCJ 
being spent on machines to 
wash and wax the floors in
stead of buying fogging ma
chines for mosquito control? 

Answer: College of the Main
land has always supplemented 
Galveston County's mosquito 
control program and will con
tinue to do so whenever ne
cessary. 

Question: What is being done 
about the break-ins that seem 
to be occurring quite regular
ly? 

Answer: Law enforcement 
is the responsibility of the Po
lice Department or other law 
enforcement agencies that have 
jurisdiction in our particular 
geographic location. All break
ins are reported to the Texas 
City Police Department and 
an investigation is conducted 
by this department. 

Question: Why should the 
students pay $7.50 activity fee 
for cardboard ashtrays? 

Answer: No part of the ac
tivity fee was used to purchase 
cardboard ashtrays. All acti
vity fees go to Student Acti
vities and allocation of these 
monies is determined by the 
Student Senate. I'm sure that 
members of the Student Senate 
would appreciate any sugges
tions for improvement since it 
is their responsibility to spend 
this fee wisely. At the present 
time, the Student Senate is 
working on their budget for 
the 1969-70 college year. The 
Student Senate is the appro
priate place for students to 
petition for changes in Stu
dent Activitjes. 

Question: What is being done 
about keeping non-students off 
campus property? 

Answer: College of the Main
land is a community college 
supported by the tax payers 
of the entire community. 
Guests should be welcomed 
and, it is hoped that facilities 
will permit us to have an un
limited number of guests. If 

a guest presents a problem 
to the College, then the College 
should deal with this on an 
indiv-;\~~! ;_,a-:-rnr.-,-ftegttla tioo~ 
on use of college property are 
made by the Committee on 
Students Affairs. 

Question: Where has our 
parking lot attendant disap
peared? 

Answer: The attendant has 
had a change of assignment 
and a new person is now 
working the parking lot. If 
there are complaints about 
thefts, poor parking practives, 
or any other, I would welcome 
anyone bringing them to my 
office. 

Question: Why have so many 
Senators resigned? 

Answer: I will make no com
ment on a Senator's resigna
tion which is a personal de
cision for the Senator to 
make. 

Question: When money is 
set aside for each chartered 
club or ·organization, why is 
so much red tape involved to 
secure the money when need
ed? 

Answer: We use the system 
that has been devised by the 
independent auditors which, 
each year, audit our books. 
These procedures are those 
which are usually used by 
organizations of our size to 
insure that proper accounting 
procedures are followed. I 
will be happy to meet with 
any or a ll chartered clubs 
and organizations and explain 
exactly how a club obtains 
money. 

Question: Why isn't an emer
gency phone installed in the 
Bookstore? 

Answer: A regular college 
phone is in Room 112 which 
is open at all hours that the 
Bookstore is open and which 
is only twenty-five or thirty 
feet from the Bookstore. 

Question: What accounts for 
the tremendous depreciation 
value in regard to the student 
textbooks being resold back 
to the Bookston•'? 

Answer: This is :, question 

Margaret Landry, Doug Lati
mer, John Smith 
Vice President: Linda Sue 
Belk 
Secretary: Suzanne Babin, 
Rachel Ramos 

Unless the amendment is 
passed by two-thirds of the 
voting electorate the election 
of the Student Body Officers 
is void. The election for Sena
tors and other members of 
the Student Government will 
be tjeld next fall. 

All persons enrolled in Coll
ege of the Mainland are eligi
ble to vote. The polling booth 
will be located in the main 
en• ranee to Building A, across 
from the Counselor's offices. 

u.at i!> raised on every coll
ege campus at every semes
ter change. The school sells 
textbooks at a discounted 
price which means the mark
up is not as great as it would 

__,.fir,ot ""'Jear-to --t.'1• j1:n• 
In---.• ion, the school must 
assume a tremendous loss if 
the book is bought back and 
is not re-adopted by the in
structional division. Used books 
can usually be sold to a sup
plier at about twenty-five to 
fifty cents if the book is not 
currently being used in other 
colleges, · so the Bookstore 
must consider these factors 
when placing the buy-back 
cost for used books. 

Question: Why is the Li
brary not open on the week
ends for the benefit of the 
night students? 

Answer: The College's en
tire student body are commu 
tors, thus making it difficuh 
for students to return to thE 
school on weekends. 

Question: Why did the 
school spend money on a Ze
rox machine that doesn't work 
regularly and the Librarians 
do not know how to fill it with 
paper? 

Answer: Two members of 
the library staff are being 
trained in the loading of the 
copier in the Library. 

Graduation 
College of the Mainland has 

scheduled its graduation cere
mony for May 29, 1969, at 8 
p.m. in the Texas City High 
School Auditorium. This event 
mar!G the first occasion for 
College of the Mainland to con
fer upon its student's aca
demic degrees. There will be 
13 Associate in Arts degrees, 
4 Associate in Applied Science 
degrees, 1 General Office Cler
ica I Studies Diploma, and 1 
General Secretaries Studies 
Diploma awarded. 

Serving as guest speaker 
will be the Honorable Jack 
Brooks, member of the Texas 
Legislature. Dr. Jack M. El
som, Dean of Student Person
nel Services, will preSl'nt the 
special awards. 

••• Platforms Presented 
The following are the an

nounced platforms of the stu
dents running for office in 
this special election. John 
Smith and Linda Belk were 
not available at this time for 
the information on their plat
forms. 

Douglas Latimer 

PROGRAMS-(1) Student 
Senate meetings will be held 
on time-when scheduled, and 
the Senate will meet frequent
ly so that matters may be 
disposed of by the Senate at 
the time they are brought up 
-not a month or so later. 
The student Senate will be run 
in an orderly democratic 
manner without favoritism or 
malice being shown to any 
senator, student, or group of 
students. 

I a lso intend to propose 
changes which will allow the 
replacement of senators or 
student government who fail 
to complete their terms of 
office for any reason, including 
those who resign because they 
are not a llowcd to have their 
way when it conflicts with the 
will of the majority. This will 
include replacing those sena
tors and officers who contin
ually fail to attend regularly 
scheduled meetings of the 
Student Government. 

(2) Student activity funds 
should be used for student 
activities. In the past the stu
dent funds have been spent 
for excesslyely expensive 
dances held in an atmosphere 
which tends to cause a num
ber of students to stay away 
because they cannot afford the 
expense of the formal wear 
or the distant travel for the 
event. Student activities should 
be a year-round type of pro
gram, with numerous activi
ties designed to attract the 
greatest number of students 
to participate. 

(3) Students must be made 
aware of information concern
ing the College, its mission, 
its philosophy. its: functions 
and its activities. 

Virginia A. Green 

I plan to organize the stu
dent body more efficiently to 
develop b(>tter communication 
between students and facul
ty, and to have meetings per
iodically with each group. 

I want progress reports from 
each group, plus outlines and 
budgets. I will also have a sug
gestion box. I promise to each 
student honesty, fairness, and 
hard work. Finally, I want to 
be the "Students' Voice." 

Rachel R~mos 
I know of no other way to 

begin than by getting right 
down to the matter and say 
if elected secretary I plan to 
perform the duties of the of
fice of secretary to the best 
of my ability. If elected I will 
keep correspondence and re
cords of all kinds in a sys
tematic order so that other 
members of the office may 

find them quickly. I will distri
bute incoming mail to all the 
offices and report to all meet
ings a monthly report of all 
activity. When necessary I 
will prepare letters, reports, 
and other materials. 

You may ask what exper
ience have I had in this type 
of position? In my senior year 
I was secretary of the Junior 
Red Cross organization. Re
cently I have been working 
part time here at College of 
the Mainland doing many du
ties of a secretary, such as 
typing envelopes, and letters. 
I will give the position my spi
rit of cooperation, concentra
tion, and as much accuracy 
as I can perform. 

Margaret Landry I •~ 
:,: 

I plan: to support the estab= 
lishing of the Ethnic Studies 
symposium in the college cur
riculum, strengthen the t ies 
of communication between 
the studmt body and the stu
dent govcmmt1nt by: 

;, ,postinl! the time and pla~ 
of every senate meeting. 

b. listening and evaluating 
all suggestions for school spon
sored activities submitted by 
students. 

c. encouragement of student 
participation in the college 
activities. 

F inally, I plan to organize 
a functional and hard working 
student government for next 
year. 

Suzanne Babin 
If I am elected secretary of 

the student government, I will 
post a monthly report of the 
proceedings in the Student 
Senate. Also, I will tape the 
monthly meetings for further 
reference by the Senators 
aside from the minutes. I will 
make it a point to help in any 
way possible to overcome the 
communication problem at 
College of the Mainland. 

I feel students should vote 
for me .because I qualify for 
the position. I am willing to 
give the position my fullest 
attention and utmost concern. 

Vote Now 
During the past few weeks 

the appearance of an ·array 
of posters decorating the 
school has made it quite plain 
that an election of school 
officers is scheduled for May 
13-14. 

Tradit;on has always carried 
with it some pretty dull respon
sibilities-this is one of them. 
1'here's really no new way to 
remind people of their respon

'sibility to vote. Unfortunately 
only the same drab, but true 
reminders can be stated: (1) 
Voting is a privilege-use it; 
(2) voting is th~ only way, ex
cept being an officer, that the 
student has of expressing his 
opinion •n the school govern
ment; and (3) voting is a 
freedor.1 which without use 
will cu_;1:: co exist. 
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Art Exhibit ,---------
An art exhibit was held 

April 19th & 20th at the Nessler 
Civic Center. Each work was 
judged on the basis of cate
gory, originality and outstand
ing work. 

The judges were distinguish
ed artists. Evie Stebbins is 
from Seabrook and her spec
ialty is water colors. Prof. 
Geo. E. Schackelford. chair
man of the University of Hous
ton's Art Dept .. was the other 
judge. So, if you obtained a 
ribbon or honorable mention 
it was quite an accomplish
ment. 

Well, the College of the Main
land has great reason to beam 
with excitement and pride. 
For our own art instructor. 
Mr. Max Winkler. received 
two ribbons-first and third 
place winners. Mrs. Herman. 
wife of one of our faculty 
members, won honorable 
mention. Congratulations! 

Christine Bagby, recording 
secretary for the art league, 
had this to say about Mr. 
Winkler's prize winners, •·we 
are so glad to have new mem
bers contributing to pen-ink
lining and to etching for these 
have been categories so long 
neglected." She also expressed 
a great enthusiasm for more 
college participation in fur
ther exhibits. How about it? 

Ethnic Groups 

TV For College 
The College has purchased 

a 22" portable television set 
to be used by anyone for 
educational purposes. 

The T.V. is centrally located 
in the Non-Print Media Room, 
but can easily be moved to 
any desired location. 

Officers Graduate 
On Friday night, May 2, 

1969, Col1ege of the Mainland 
Graduated seven more police 
officers from the Police Offi
cer Instructor's Course. Four 
Texas City Officers, Frank 
Ball, F.C. Dawson, Bill Gross 
and Bob Welch were in the 
graduating class which heard 
Dr. Stallworth speak on the 
role of higher education in the 
field of law enforcement and 
urge their support for a Re
gional Law Enforcement Cen
ter at College of the Mainland. 

Other graduates were Police 
Officers Lawrence Rahr and 
Don Turner from Pasadena 
and Police Officer Ernie Har
vell of League City. 

ROSE NOV AK A:-.'D SONNY KLIKE 

MIDNIGHT 
MADNESS 

COM 
·scrapehoolc 

College of the Mainland has 
had work done on compiling 
the school scrapbook. The ar
ticles include newspaper clip
pings from the Galveston, Tex
as City, La Marque, Dickinson, 
Hitchcock and Houston pa
pers. Also included are copies 
of the school paper the inter
COM, and photographs taken 
on campus. The articles cover 
the time from Feb. 1967 until 
present. They have b~en 
mounted on blue construction 
paper and again mounted on 
large pieces of white paper. 
These in turn, have been put 
in a huge black book. So far 
two books have been com
pleted. Special thanks are in 
order to Mrs. Robbie Beeneil 
and Mrs. Loyce Elsom for 
helping in putting together the 
book. 

HELP WANTED 
Laboratory Technician 
Instrument Repairman 
Key punch operator 
Accounting 
Bookkeeping 
Secretary 
Male Clerk 
Part time ( 4 hours 

$575 
$575 
$400 
$525 
$425 
$400 
$400 

per day) SUl0-$1.60 
NASA (summer work-low In-

come Families) $1.60 

Texas Conference 
Two College of the Mainland 

students, Diane Bellamy and 
Nettie Hamilton, participated 
in the opening ceremonies at 
the Flagship in Galveston for 
the 41st annual conference, 
Texas Congress of Parents and 
Teachers, being hosted by the 
La Marque Independent 
School District. Nettie sang 
the National Anthem while 
Diane provided the piano ac
companiment. 

Karate Spring Assembly 
On April 29, 1969 the COM 

Karate Club gave a demon
stration for the benefit of the 
college. The program consis
ted of; history of Karate by 
the sponsor of the club Mr. 
Charles Self: Introduction of 
members by the president 
of the club Mr. Ronnie Ro
bicheaux. The demonstration 
was conducted by the (Sen
sei) instructor, Mr. Robert Tay
lor. Kata's (forms) which deter-

mine the skill of the art, were 
shown by Bill Brown, Dana 
Sue Gunthrie, and Ronnie 
Robicheaux; each of which 
are yellow belt. 

Mr. Taylor demonstrated 
Self-defense and Board Break
ing techniques. The attendance 
at the demonstration was very 
good and the audience was 
given a chance to respond 
in a question and answer 
period. 

KARATE CLUB 

Students In Contests 

National ACT test wiU be 
given at the College on July 
19 1969. Deadline to apply for 
te;t is June 16. Application 
forms may be picked up in 
Mrs. warren's Office. Price 
is $6.00 and must be submit
ted with application. 

Exam Schedule 
Test Period: 

Monday, May 26, 1969: 

Tuesday, May 27, 1969: 

Wednesday, May 28, 1969: 

Thursday, May 29, 1969: 

9-11 a.m. 
12-2 p.m. 
3-5 p.m. 
7-9 p.m. 

9-11 a.m. 
12-2 p.m. 
3-5 p.m. 
7-9 p.m. 

9-11 a.m. 
12-2 p.m. 

. 3-5 p.m. 
7-9 p.m. 

9-11 a.m. 
12-2 p.m. 
3-5 p.m. 
7-9 p.m. 

Class Period: 

8:30 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 

8:30 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 

1:30 p.m. 
3 p.m. 
4:30 p.m. 
8 p.m. 

1:30 p.m. 
3 p.m. 
4:30 p.m. 
8 p.m. 

Friday, May 30, 1969: End of Semester 

Monday 
Monday 
Monday 
Monday 

Tuesday 
Tuesday 
Tuesday 
Tuesday 

Monday 
Monday 
Monday 
Monday 

Tuesday 
Tuesday 
Tuesday 
Tuesday 

.,. 

-..... 
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-TEAMWORK FOR BUSINESS 

L to R.: Ronnie Robicheaux, Nan Y Brouellard. Lupe Nieto, and 
Joseph Barb. 

Interview for Teachers 
A team of students in the 

Business Communications 231 
c I a s s at College of the 
Mainland is conducting a sur
vey during the spring semes
ter of the high schools in the 
college district. The members 
of the team are gathering 
comparable information on 
lhe courses, books, machines, 
and leaching aids used by 
the high school business de
partments. The team consists 
of Ronnie Robicheaux. Team 

L. to R.: Jimmy Spence, Hazel 
Linda Plasek ar.d Richard 

Leader; Nancy Brouillard, 
Secretary; Lupe Nieto; and 
Joseph Barb. 

Each student will interview 
the business department 
chairman of a high school 
in this area, and the informa
tion obtained will be compiled 
into a written report for the 
College of the Mainland Divi
sion of Business. This infor
mation will be used to plan 
future courses at College of 
the M3inl3nd. 

Jovon Kivich, 

Search and You Shall Find 
TEXAS CITY-A team of 

five students in the business 
communications class at 
College of the Mainland are 
involved in a survey-research 
problem in Galveston Co;..nty. 
The members are: Linda 
Plasek, Jovon Kivch, Hazel 
Parker, J immy Spence a nd 
Richard Cox. The survey is 
being conducted during the 
months of March and Apr il. 
The problem is to identify 
the types of jobs that are avail
able to students between the 
ages of 17 and 22. To reach 
conclusions based on facts, 
this team must visit from 25 

Students Visits IBM 
On April 9, the Office Pro

cedures classes were invited 
to tour the IBM Office Pro
ducts Division In Houston, 
Texas. During the trip, the 
students were a llowed " hands
on" experience on the MTST, 
MTST Composer, and Compo
ser typewriters, as well as 
touring all of the facilities of 
IBM. It was an enjoyable 
trip for a ll the students. 

to 30 businesses In Galveston 
County and, with the coopera
tion of the businessman, col
lect meaningful data to sup
port the survey-research pro
blem. 

The information the team 
gathers will be confidential. 
The conclusions and recom
mendations will be compiled 
not on each specific business 
but on a ll the businesses com
bined. 

The committee is 
a summary of their 
to all interviewed 
upon their request. 

Officescope 

mailing 
findings 
persons 

Mrs. Nellie Thorogood, busi
ness instructor at College of 
the Mainland, was invited to 
speak at the a nnual Office 
Education Association Ban
quet of Angleton High School 
on April 22. 

The title of her speech was, 
"Officescope-1969." Those at
tending the banquet included 
the members of the associa
tion, their employers, and 
school administralors. 

Fall '69 
Co-op 
Effective 

Sophomore business occupa
tions majors are now apply
ing for the cooperative-train
ing program beginning next 
fall. Businesses and industries 
in the College of the Mainland 
District are providing training 
stations for secretarial, mana
gement and accounting majors 
who wish to receive their 
Associate in Applied Science 
degree. 

The co-op students will 
work at least 15 hours a week 
and will receive wages during 
their training period. In addi
tion, the College will provide 
a weekly seminar for the 
trainees. After successful com
pletion of the cooperative 
training program, the student 
will receive four hours of 
credit for each semester. 

Applications for this pro
gram are now being accept
ed. Contact Mrs. Dorothy Mc
Nutt, Chairman, Division of 
Business, if you wish to ap
ply. 

New Course 
Offered 

For the first time in the 
Office Procedures classes, a 
section was set aside for train
ing on the key-punch ma
chine. 

The students were taught 
by a tape recorder and were 
assisted by Miss Dorothy 
Jones. The course lasts for 
three weeks and the students 
attend the key-punch training 
on their own time. The stu
dents who have taken the 
course feel that the key-punch 
training is interesting and 
worthwhile. 

Tenneco Tour 
The Office Procedures class

es at College of the Mainland 
were invited to tour the Office 
Services Division of Tenneco, 
Inc., Houston, Texas, on Wed
nesday, April 30. 

Mrs. Alice Haltom, Records 
Manager at Tenneco, Inc. 
guided the students through 
the following areas of Office 
Services: 

File Storage and Retrieval 
Microfilm 
Vital Records 
Reproduction and Duplication 
Forms Creation 
Communications 
Data Processing Center 

It proved to be an educa
tional]y enlightening experience 
for all the students attending. 

Left to right; Margaret Martin, Faye Parker, Lionel Williams, 
Diane Bellamy, Cynthia Dinklage. 

Shopping Habits Survey 
TEXAS CITY-Students of 

the business communications 
class at College of the Main
land are conducting a survey 
of the shopping habits of the 
citizens of the College of the 
Mainland District, which in
cludes Hitchcock, Alta Loma, 
Dickinson, Texas City, and 
La Marque. The survey is a 
project chosen by the students 
for the purpose of learning 
how to communicate with the 
public. The survey started 

March 8 and will continue 
through April. 

The survey is conducted on 
Saturdays at the shopping 
centers in the communities 
of the District. One team con
sisting of Miss Cynthia Dink
lage and Mrs. Diane Bellamy 
are conducting the survey 
in Hitchcock, Alta Loma, and 
Dickinson. The other three 
members of the team Miss 
Margrat Martin, Miss Faye 
Parker, and Mr. Lionel Will
iams are working in La Mar
que and Texas City. 

The questions that are asked 
arc ir.tpC'rsc,al and short. 

L. to R.: Fred Reid, Karen Gerky. Joan Ellis. Shirley 
Wagner, Clifford Epperson. 

TEXAS CITY-A team of 
students enrolled in the Busi
ness Communications 231 
class at the College of the 
Mainland have entered a new 
phase of study-that of survey 
to their public. During the 
month of March a survey in 
the form of a mailed ques
tionnaire searched for the 
practical a nswer to the brands 
of typewriters needed in busi
nesses today. Manual or Elec-

tric typewriters-that is the 
question. 

Questions pertaining to the 
functions of the typewriters 
and the effectiveness of the 
typewriter are the main areas 
covered. In the near future 
the results of the survey will 
be released to responding 
businesses that requested a 
summary on the return of 
their questionnaire. 

Purpose of Business Machines FSA--New Members 
FSA now accepting new 

members-Future Secretar ies 
Association will hold its first 
annua l banquet May 20, 1969, 
6: 30 p.m. at the Flagship Ho
tel in Galveston. New mem
bers will be initiated at this 
time. Any student who plans 
to be a secretary is invited 
to join. The initiation fee is 
$3.00. Anyone interested in 
becoming a member should 
contact Peggy Silvertooth, Vice 
President, at WI 5-7770 or Mrs. 
Ano Bennick, Faculty Spon
sor. 

Students in Business Ma
chines 131 have the opportun
ity to learn to operate with 
proficiency the following ma
chines: 
Rotary Calculator 
Ten-key adding listing ma
chine 
Full keyboard adding-listing 
machine 
Printing calculator 
E lectronic calculator 
Accounting machine 

Speed and accuracy st.'.rn
dards are required on each 

type of adding-calculating ma
chine in order tha't the student 
will acquire at least minimum 
employable skills. 

The student learns how to 
post the accounts receivable 
subsidiary ledger on the ac
counting machine and also 
how to post payroll and write 
checks on the accounting ma
chine. This one-semester course 
is set at a fast pace In order 
to allow students the oppor
tunity to learn the operations 
of many of the machines 
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=:=:=:=:===;===========:===========:=====:=:===· I, et t e rS' to t/J e Editor 
President Comments 

Before getting to the sub
ject of my letter, let me offer 
my congratulations to you and 
all who have helped in getting 
the interCOM off to a great 
start. It is a struggle to deve
lop a newspaper and other 
student activities in the early 
days of the life of a college. 
The interCOM staff and their 
colleagues in all of the char
tered and other student or
ganizations deserve the en
couragement and thanks of 
all of us for the pioneering 
and often frustrating work 
they have done in launching 
this institution. • 

A public community college 
is not supposed to duplicate 
all of the worst elements and 
practices of the general so
ciety outside. In fact, it is the 
responsibility of all of us in 
College of the Mainland to 

-build a college life based on 
the Democratic Ideal. The 
College is supposed to be a 
place where each of us im
proves himself technically and 
morally by merely studying 
and living together decently, 
after the fashion of a genuine 
human fellowship. 

This means that mutual sup
port and respect should pre
vail rather than other and 
lower forms of human rela
tionships and behaviors to
ward one another. 

Of all forms of associated 
Jiving, democracy is the one 
calculated to produce the 
most peace and individual 
growth. However, democracy 
also generates more diver
gence of view and conflict of 
interests than any other mo
del of associated life. Demo
cracy's institutions are sup
posed to serve as a means 
of expression of points of view 
a'!d to ri>solve conflicts of in
terest and opm1on without 
violence, either verbal or phy
sical. So, while democracy's 

aim is peacPl'ul growth and 
peaceful problem solving, to
tal tranquilitJ (which is quite 
different from peace) is not 
one of democrucy's aims. Now 
to get to my point. 

First, I believe that the inter
COM is a total College paper 
that serves students, faculty, 
staff, admiuistration and the 
Trustees directly, and the gen
eral community indirectly. 

Secondly, any College of the 
Mainland student should feel 
free to write letters or a rti
cles to or for the interCOM 
on matters of controversy; 
i.e., matters not already re
solved in the Constitution and 
the theory of Democracy. To 
illustrate, what I mean by "al
ready resolved" is that in the 
theory of democracy, we do 
not ridicule and insult each 
other. In other words, College 
of the Mainland is not the place 
to practice anti-human be
havior. 

Thirdly, we can all agree 
that it makes sense to get our 
facts straight and use facts 
rather than figments of our 
imaginations. 

Finally, while making the 
interCOM a true forum for 
grievances and controversies 
at College of the Mainland, 
such debate and dialog should 
be civilized and aimed at pro
blem solving, as distinguished 
from common gossip, charac
ter assassination, and express
ion of hatreds. 

So, it is my fond hope that 
the interCOM will grow to be 
the forum where students 
openly and fearlessly air their 
grievances and state their 
positions freely on matters 
having to do with our com
mon life here within the coll
ege, in a scholarly and civi
lizPd manner. 

Cordially, 
Herbert F. Stallworth 

President 

Mrs. McNutt Attends Conference 
Mrs. Dorothy McNutt, Chair

man of Business Education, 
College of the Mainland has 
been personally invited by 
Mr. J.W. Edgar State Com
missioner of Education to at
tend a conference on Voca
tional and Technical Education 
in Oklahoma City on April 
20-25, 1969. Representatives 
from Texas, New Mexico, Ok
lahoma, Arkansas and Louis-
iana will attend. _ 

In his Jetter to br. Stall
worth, the Commissioner said, 
"We feel that Mrs. McNutt 
can make a valuable contri
bution to the conference and 
to the implementation of the 
programs in Texas. Also, her 
participation should be most 
valuable to the program de
velopment in the College of 
the Mainland." 

The conference will. study 
summaries of presentations 
and recommendations made 
in the nine national conferenc
es on vocational education held 
recently over the United States 
and as a result of this study 
the conference will develop 
recommendations for planning, 
operation and implementation 
of the Vocational Education 
Amendments made by the 
Federal Government in 1968. 
The nine national education 
conferences which generated 
the material for study at this 

-currently scheduled conference 
were held on each of the fol
lowing topics: Exemplary Pro
grams, Research, Curriculum 
Development, Residential Fa
cilities, Cooperative Programs, 
Programs for Persons with 
Special Needs, Programs for 
Handicapped Persons, Consu
mer and Homemaker Educa
tion, and State Plans. 

Dr. Stallworth, President, 
College of the Mainland, in 
Approving Dorothy's attendance 
at the conference said, "The 
Commissioners request for 
Mrs. McNutt's attendance re
flects the growing recognition 
being given College of the 
Mainland and its faculty. I 
feel that this is a distinct Ho
nor ~ollege and for 

-~ McNutt who has demon
strated outstanding leadership 
and ability as an instructor 
and administrator." 

Debate Held 
College of the Mainland Stu

dent Debating Squad debated 
the proposition, "Resolved: 
That the United States should 
establish a system of compul
sory service for all citizens." 
Students Frank Napoli and 
Linda Platt took the affirma
tive position while the nega
tive position was taken by 
Carole Sage and John Smith. 

Judges were Don Bass, Chair
man of the Department of 
Humanities; Kathleen Con
way, Instructor in Social Scien
ces; and Sallie Cowgill, Psy
chology Instructor and Coun
selor. 

Mrs. Jean Harper, Spn•ch 
and Drama Instructor is De
bate Coach. 

Moment of ReOectlon 

Sincerity breeds truth, deci(•t 
lies. 

Too often bitterness and 
hurt speaks when kindnes~ 
and compassion are silent. 

Informer 
Dear Editor: 

This note addresses itself to 
the subject of the newspaper 
of the hallways, THE INFOR
MER, namely to the propriety 
of THE INFORMER and to 

. some of the questions raised 
in the "Who Will Answer?" 
story. 

I believe the elements in 
THE INFORMER are valid 
and proper, so valid in fact, 
that perhaps the content of 
THE INFORMER should be in 
the student paper, ~ Inter.
COM. 

I understand that THE IN
FORMER material was sub
mitted for publication in the 
interCOM t, and it was not 

accepted. If this is true, then 
the interCOM is missing a 
chance to perform its real 
function, that of communica
tions forum for this student 
body. 

The publishers of THE IN
FORMER are courageous up 
to the point that they did not 
sign it-this is roughly com
parable to writing the Declara
tion of Independenc.e and then 
not signing it. 

There is some misinforma
tion in THE INFORMER: 
there is no effort being made 
by anyone that I know about 
to establish a "Black Studies" 
curriculum. The Ethnic Studies 
Committee is not attempting 
this kind of activity. 

To the question, "Why does 
the Student Government spend 
money on a film program 
that students do not attend?" 
-five movies were contracted 
for in August, 1968 from Bran
don Films; that is, the decision 
to have a film program had 
to be made very early. The 
poor attandance at these films 
is another matter. 

I hope that the interCOM I 
attempts to answer other ques
tions of the informers. 

With kind regards, I remain 
Sincerely yours, 

Donald G. Bass, Chairman 
Division of Humanities 

Award 
Presented 

A Certificate denoting that 
College of the Mainland Police 
School has been certified by 
the Texas Commission on Law 
Enforcement Officer Standards 
and Education for having ful
filled the requirements as pro
vided for in the Laws of the 
State of Texas was presented 
to the College by Wallace 
Beasley·, Executive Director 
of the Austin Department. The 
award was received for the 
College by Jim Simpson, COM 
Board of Trustees at recent 
graduation exercises for the 
Basic Law Enforcement 
Course. 

Scholarship 
James Carr, a La Marque 

graduate, has been a warded 
the La Marque Optimist Club 
Scholarship. James is a fresh
man mathematics major and 
plans to transfer to Texas· 
Tech in Lubbock upon gradua
tion from College of the Main
land. One of the primary con
siderations in making this 
award is the need of financial 
assistance that will be satisfied 
by this scholarship. Mr. Faulk, 
Superintendent of Buildings 
and Grounds, recommended 
Carr as an outstanding student 
in the work-study program. 
Mr. Bordelon, Chairman of 
Natural Sciences and Mathe
matics, stated that Carr has 
potential and is an excellent 
choice for the Optimist Club 
Award. 

Richard L. Alexander, vice 
president of the Board of Trus
tees-Three Mainland citizens, 
along with the hundreds of 
others, were very active on 
the steering committee to 
promote the junior college 
movement. After the College 
was a reality, Messrs. J.W. 
Arrington, George M. Delany, 
and William A. Sartain served 
terms of office as members 
of the Board of Trustees and 
have now retired from the 
role of Trustee but have made 
it very clear that their inter
est and enthusiasm in the 
College is as avid as ever. 
Present Trustees and Admin
istrators expressed apprecia
tion to these gentlemen and 
welcomed the offer of assis
tance. 

COM Foundation-Miss Irene 
Taylor, School Consultant, 
Beaumont Division of South
western Bell Telephone Com
pany, presented the final two 
of a set of three long-play al
bums titled: "The Presiden
cy," and "The Supreme 
Court." She had previously 
donated the first album in the 
series, "The Congress of the 
United States." 

Sigma Delta Chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa at C.O.M. re
cently held its initiation for 
11 new members: Kelly Blass 
(TC), Judith Goodwin (TC), 
Joyce Gossie (LM), Loyce 
Gossie (LM), Sandra Harris 
(TC), Martha Mosley (H), 
Rose Novak (TC), Dallene 
Owens (TC), Linda Platt (LM), 
Ronnie Robicheaux (LM), and 
Gloria Villarreal (TC). Officers 

installed: President, Kelly 
Blass; Vice President, Joyce 
Gossie; Secretary-Historian, 
Rose Novak; Treasurer, Mar
tha Mosley; and Reporter, 
Loyce Gossie. 

Southern Association of Col
leges and Schools, Commission 
on Colleges will send an Eval
uation Committee to visit 
C.O.M. May 4-7. The Com
mittee will judge how well 
C.O.M. meets the requirements 
of the Standards of the College 
Delegate Assembly. The Com
mittee's report and recom
mendations are used in the 
review by the Commission, 
who, in tum, may recommend 
to the Assembly that accre
ditation be granted. This de
cision will be announced at 
the Southern Association's 
meeting in December, 1969. 

COM'S Bowling Team has 
rolled two games in the pre
sent tournament with San Ja
cirito, Lee and Galveston. 

COM Teachers 
Attend U of T 

Three College of the Main
land personnel will attend the 
Higher Education Media In• 
stitute at The University of 
Texas at Austin this summer, 
George Thomas, Director of 
Academic Programs will at
tend June 23-July 11, 196.9. 
Jean Harper, Instructor in 
Humanities, and Nellie Thoro
good, Business Occupations 
Instructor will attend June 2 
to July 11, 1969 

:::::::=-;:;:=:::::::===~Literary Co r11 er-:::::::::::::::::====:=== 

Law and Order 
A perfect mortal has not and 

will not live. Mortals have de
signed our system of laws. 
Thus, our law has not and will 
not be perfect. How can it be 
designed to completely satisfy 
all? Even with this realiza
tion we must still obey this 
imperfect law, not because 
disobedience might send one 
to jail or bring a fine but be
cause any personal dissatisfac
tion that we have with our 
hug tabernacle of law cannot 
be altered or remedied by 
shattering its already cracked 

and st11ined windows. A bo ___ 
as enormous, as essential and -
as meaningful as our law sys-
tem must command our res-
pect. We must not look upon 
it as a rigid and stilted over-
seer. For it does bend when 
bending is warranted. But it 
is our responsibility to see that 
in bending our law does not 
break. If the Jaw must be con
sidered an adversary then use 
it as the most peaceful and the 
most constructive weapon 
against itself. Will not triumph 
be even greater then? 

Spring Speech fest 
On Thursday, May 8, COM 

presented its second annual 
Spring Speech Fest in the Com
munity Center. Participants 
in the festival were members 
of COM's Theatre and Mrs. 
Harper's speech classes. They 
were: Lewis Parker, Linda 
Platt, Frank Napoli, Carol Sage, 
Mary Overshine, Ronnie Ro
bicheaux, Fey Gonzales and 
Rose Novak. 

The pr!!sentations were di
vided into three catagories--
dramatic readings, humorus 
readings, and poetry., and a 
stray song and dance routine. 

The festival was received 
quite well by the audience and 
Mrs. Harper said that she 
" looked forward to present
ing bigger and better things 
at COM". 

Deadline May 16 For Applications 
For Officers Election - May 21 

interCOM 
Ec!ltor ............................ . ........... • ... . . ... Linda Platt 
A.sslsuint Ec!itor .. . .. . ..........•.. • . .. . . ..... _ .. . ........ Rose Novak 
Managing E<!itor ....•............ . ............... . . . . . .. Paul Novak 
Sports ......... . .............. . .. . ..... John McClure, Steve Calhoun 
Photographer ...•... • ..•.. • ...... • .........•........... Greg Garret 
Literary .. _ ...... _ ............................. . ...•..... Hazel Jones 
Reporters ......... . ...•...... .. . _ ............. Sonny Kline, Rachel Ra-

mos, Becky Davis, Virginia Green, Gloria Villarreal, Cynthis Dlnklage, 
Ronnie Robicheaux, Carole Sage, Dallene Owens anrl Laura McQuaig. 

Sponsor .... . ................................. Miss Paula Robertson 
Cartoonist . . _ . . . . . . . . . . .. . ........................ Max Karl Winkler 

The INTERCOM, student newspaper or College of the Mainlanrl, ls publisherl mon
thly by THE DAILY SUN. Erlitorial statements of the INTERCOM represent the 
views or the sturlent writers an<! not necessarily those or the arlministratlon anrl 
racull)• or College of the Mainlanrl 
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WELCOME COM STUDENTS · FALL '69 
NEW S_YSTEM FOR ADMISSION 

College of the Mainland has system does not end there; 
devised a new system in ad- it continues throughout the se.:.-
missions. The old system of mester. The instructor keeps 
registration has been elimin- in contact with the student to 
ated. With this system student advise the student according 
orientation and registration "to his ability and training". 
go hand and hand. There are If the instructor cannot aid 
three phases to this system, the student he will be referred 
orientation, appraisal, and ad- to the proper person for help. 
visement. All three areas have This program hopefully will en-
been carefully planned to en- sure a simplified way to ex-
sure that the student receive change information between the 
every possible guidance avail- student and instructor-this gives 
able. both student and instructor an 

The first area orientation; immediate source of contact. 
strives to acquaint the student Yarborough -Honored 
to the system at COM before 
they arrive. One part of 9rien- G t d S k 
tation includes a series of three UeS an pea er 
booklets. The booklets include United States Senator- Ralph 
information about course ob- W. Yarborough, Texas, was 
jectives, and the grading sys- the Honored Guest and Princi-
tem. The booklets were writ- pal Speaker at College of the 
ten by Mrs. Sallie Cowgill, Mainland's Fall Assembly this 

· counselor and illustrated by morning. 
Mr. Max Winkler, art professor This occasion marks the be-
at COM. ginning of the third year at 

The appraisal system is de- College of the Mainland. First 
signed to spot the ·weaknesses Fall Semester enrollment was 
as well as strong points in · 414 students; Second Fall Se-
the students scholastic back- mester enrollment was 918 and 
ground. The appraisal system at the beginning of this third 
fs <'nmprised. of several test- year it is anticipated ,.t ,,. c 

ing sessions. The tests cover rollment will exceed 1500. 
the..areas of creative writings, The Senator has served his 
reading abilities, and math. country in war and peace. He 
These tests are coupled with served with the Army in World 
the ACT tests and a general War II with the 97th Infantry 
survey test of interests. Test- Division in combat in Europe 
ing in this fashion aids the and later with the occupation 
counselor to advise the stu- forces in Japan and was dis-
dent to what classes will best charged as a Lieutenant in 
suit him. One department· has 1946. 
arranged an advanced place- Senator Yarborough attended 
ment program and the others Sam Houston State Teachers 
are in the process of doing College, U.S. Military Acade-
the same this semeste(.. my at West Point and studied 

The advisement systeirl is for in Europe. He earned the LL. 
both new and old students. B at the University of Texas 
This entails that each profes- Law School in 1927, graduating 
sional staff member be as- with highest honor-. Prior to 
signed to tw~ty students. this he had worked in the 
These advisors are to advise wheat fields of Oklahoma and 
the student to what courses- the oil boom fields of Texa~ 
tl)ey should'take. Because each so it's obvious that the Sena-
student is given an· appoint- tor was well acquainted with 
ment, be is ensured at least a hard day's labor even be-
thirty minutes with the instruc- fore he took · on his current 
tor. However, this advisement congressional workload. 

Do's and Don'ts On Parking 
1. All vehicles will enter from 4th Avenue South and exit 

on 7th Street South. 
2. No vehicle will be permitted to back into a parking 

area. 
3. All vehicles must parlt in designated area. 
4. All bicycles and motorcycles will park in designated 

cycle area. · - • 
5. No one will be permitted to park west of the comer of 

student center. 
6. Please lock your car. 
7. The violation penalties will be set by Student Government. 

· · · COM Students Registered on Sept. 8 and 9. 

The Lone Survivor of Registration 
WHAT IS REGISTRATION? It is anxiety, confusion, a 

headache and even a realization of hard work as a new semes
ter begins. At the College of the Mainland, students are seri
ously attending to their schedules, books and fees. The tea
chers are busily working and perhaps anticipating comple
tion of registration. Registration is a must and unavoidable. 
It is the results of a month's preparation by students and 
faculty. Perhaps it appears to be a simple procedure. If 
this is so, credit can only be given to those who became in
volved. RegarQless of our attitude toward it. Registration 
shall ;·eappear next semester Isn't that a thought to con
template? 

College of the Mainland 
Grading System Explained 

In order to fully understand 
the student grading policy of 
College of the Mainland, one 
must first understand the philo
sophy of teaching and learning 
embraced by the institution. 
First, it bas its foundation in 
the philosophy of democracy
a philsophy which, by its very 
nature, operates. on the basic 
assumption that all with whom 
we come in contact are human 
beings and shall be treated as 
such. Second, that the colleague 
relationship (as opposed to the 
master-servant relationship) 
shall be the basis for student
teacher relationships. 

With these as our basic as
sumptions, the development 
of teaching-learning practice 
is removed from the mystic and 
takes its roots in intelligent 
planning. All course work at 
the College is, first of all, 
planned in advance. The basis 
for such planning is the develop
ment of behaviorally specified 
learning· objectives. This 
principle, simply stated, is that 
the student, prior to beginning 
the course of study, knows what 
competencies are expected 
of him upon completion of the 
course. He knows in very 
specific terms, not · in mere 
generalties. 

This teaching - learning , 
approach does not lend itself 
to the conventional grading 
system which is anti-humane 
and better suited to evaluate 
race horses than• human 
beings. 

The College of the Mainland 
grading system is simple in 
its concept. There are three 
things which were felt must be 
included in any humane grad
ing policy: 

1.) It must have quality 
control. 

2.) It must be tied to the be
haviorally specified learning 
objectives approach. 

3.) It must encourage students 
of all levels of achievement 
and all conditions of life to at
tend the college. 

With these three basic guide
lines to go by, a grading sys
tem was arrived at that is, 
at least, more humane in its 
approach. Quality achievement 
is still graded with an "A" or 
a "B." The "C" grade simply 
indicates the demonstration 
bythestudentoftheachievement 
of the minimum objectives of the 
course. In the event a student is 
unable to achieve the minimum 
objectives he is withdrawn from 
the class. 

In addition to the "A" "B" 
or "C" grade mentioned ~bove, 
a student may receive an "I", 
"WI," "W", or "WP." 

The grade of "W" is given in 
the event a student finds it nec
cessary to withdraw from a 
class within the first nine weeks, 
regardless of the reason. The 
grade of "WP" is given after 
the ninth week of the semester, 
provided the student's achieve
ment of course objectives is on 
schedule as of the date he with
drew. Niether the "W" or "WP'; 
is used in computing grade point 
average. 

In the event the student with
draws after the ninth week of 
a semester and is behind sche
dule on the achievement of 
course objectives, he receives 
a grade of "WI." The "WI" 
indicates withdrawal without 
achievemtnt of mm1mum 
course objectives. Both the 
"I" and "Wl" are computed 
as ~emester hours attempted 
witti "0" grade points. 

(See SYSTEM, Page 4) 

CO-OP PROGRAM 
UNDER WAY 
AT COLLEGE 

Cooperative Internship Train
ing at College of the Mainland 
in the Division of Business is 
a program combining class
room .study with-on-the-job 
training and experience in 
business, government or in
dustry. 

Local government, busine
sses, and industries provide 
training stations for student 
learning experiences. The col
lege coordinator selects students 
for co-operative training and 
recommends students to co
operative training employers. 
Students are selected for oc
cupational work experience 
or career training oil the ba
sis of interest, personality, 
skills, . and ability. 

The employer and the coor
dinator at the College es
tablish a training program for 
the student. The student receives 
his related instruction at the 
Coiiege; the coordinator re
ceives reports, observes the stu
dent, and advises with the stu
dent and the employer. This 
program provides an opportu
nity to improve relations be
tween business educators and 
the business community; to 
assist students who need finan
cila ·aid; and to motivate sut
dents toweard self-guidance and 
self-discipline within his chosen 
v0<;ation. 

The cooperative program pro
vides for the employment of 
qualified part time personnel 
with an interest in a business 
career. It provides a po
tential source for future full
time employees; and super
vised job training to increase 
employee effectiveness. It also 
creates a better understanding 
of employer needs through the 
development of a practical 
college curriculum. 

The cooperative program pro
vides experience And know
ledge of business and industry 
in preparation for full-time em
ployment and, motivation for 
learning through the applica
tion of ability and skills. It 
develops an understanding of 
human relations in a working' 
environment and earns col
lege credit and an hourly wage 
for satisfactory work perform
ance. 

To qualify for internship 
placement, the student must 
secure the approval of the 
coordinator; he must com
plete basic courses necessary 
for job entry, and must have 
a satisfactory scholastic av
erage. 

The employer or sponsor 
of the student trainee joins 
the teacher-coordinator in 
the creation of a meaningful 
work-study program for the 
trainee. After a proper analy-
sis of the job position, 
the employer assists the trai-
nee in the development and 
mastery of pro~ew. J ol'{in~ 69 
skills, proper aiman .iela-
tions, . and professionalism. 



j 

-~ z, ln~r_ COM, ~ptember ·H, 1NI 

Pni. Theta Kappa Plans 
For Coming Semester 

Since 1918, Phi Theta Kappa 
has recognized intellectual 
achievement as the only na
tional scholastic honor society 
in American Junior Colleges. 
As stated in its Constitution, 
the purpose of Phi Theta Kappa 
is t:9 recognize and promote 
sch8larship among Junior col
lege students. Working toward 
this ·goal, Phi Theta Kappa 
provides opportunity for the 
development of leadership . and 
service, an intellectual cli
mate for exchange of ideas, ' 
lively fellowship for scholars, 
and stimulation of interest in 
academic excellence. 

Membership is conferred on 
students carrying at least 
twelve hours of course work 
leading to a recognized de
gree in a fully accredited univer
sity or four year college, who 
achieve a 3.2 grade point avera
ge, 'and possess recognized 
qualities of citizenship and 

. academic excellence as jud
ged by the faculty. Once again 
the Sigma Delta Chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa is sponsoring the , 
"Howdy" Party. The purpose 
Qf. the party, which is held at 
the beginning of each semester, 
is to do exactly what its name 
says: To say "Howdy" to every- . 
one and to get acquainted. This 
semester the Howdy Party will 

Department 

Featurette 
By SUZANNE BABIN 

If you see a classroom full 
of students shooting craps or 
playing cards they are really 
doing some serious (?) work. 
What!? "All a part of Funda
mentals of Mathematics (sta
tistics and probability)", re
ports Natural Science chair
man, Mr. Bordelon. Also, this 
year the department is at
tempting to create more in
terest in mathematics to en
courage students to develope 
minimum competencies neces
sary for our cultural growth. 

Besides developing ulcers, the 
Social Science department has 
added two _ new _falculty mem
bers, Alan Ginzberg in History 
and Doloras Reed ·in Sociology.· 
Tire depanmeni iis ahm devei
oping and planning new types 
of comprehensive courses for 
technical vocational students. 
Department plans for an inter
disciplinary course involving 
summer travel sounds interest
ing, but may not be a cure 
for those ulcers. 

be on September 18, from 11:00-
1: 00 in the Student Center. Re
freshments will be served, and 
everyone is invited to come by 
and meet the faculty, the 
students, and th administra
tion of College of the Mainland. 
Every member of Phi Theta 
Kappa is very anxious to 
meet and greet all the student, 
new and old. 

Later this month PTK will 
hold its initiation ceremonies 
for its new fall members. The 
initiation is scheduled for Sep
tember, 30. New members to be 
initiatied are: Suzanne D. Babin, 
John Bedford, Faye Boone, 
Larry Disbrow, John Allan 
Hall, Margaret N. Landry, 
J .B. Kline Jr., Curtis N. Miles, 
Robert W. Navaez, Guadalupe 
H. Nieto, Nathan Norris, Paul 
J. Novak Jr., Rachel Ramos, 
Carolyn J. Sharer. 

Has The Math 
Bug Bitten? 
Did the bug bite you or is it 

the Math that bugs you? Mike 
Bordelon, Chairman of Natural 
Sciences and Mathematics at 
College of the Mainland claims 
to have the answer for each 
question. 

Biology is offered in both 
day and night classes and 
Mike promises exciting disco
veries for students. He also 
stated that not only students 
going for a degree, but pa
rents and others who are 
dealing with the new Mathema
tics of struggling to help their 
youngsters, may want to take 
advantage of Contemporary 
Mathematics 132, offered as 
a three hour credit course days 
or nights at the College. 

Contemporary Math and Col
lege Algebra are both "Pro
grammed" courses which al
lows each individual to pro
gress at a rate established by 
himself. This is not the old 
situation wherein everyone 
in the class must do the same 
thing at the same time and 
progress at the same rate. New 
programmed course materials 
developed for these courses 
allows each student to set 
his own pace without regard 
to whether it is faster or slo
wer than that of another class 
member. · 

However, this is not an au
tomatic course, rather, it is 
a course where the instructor 
works much harder, because 
he is in a position of offering 
individualized instruction to 
each member of the class. 

Laurel and Hardy 
Film Festival 

The -classic feature of Stan 
Laurel and Oliver Hardy will 
be shown weekly this semester 
at College of the Mainland. 
Notices will be put up around 

Doug Latimer the ·college as to date, time, 
a~d place of the showings. 

Personal"1ty Focus Besides the Laurel and Hardy 
features, tJieir classic short 

By RACHEL RAMOS subjects of famous comedians 
This handsome young man like Bert Lahr, Charlez Chase, 

is Doug Latimer President of and W.C,._Field~. 
the Student Bod . Doug is a All films shown are from 
sophomore and majoring=-=in=---the pnvate" llectton of Phil 
agriculture, this semester and Johnson student at College of 
he plans to attend A&M next _the Mainland. 
year. Everyone is invited to see 

As president of the Student these classic features and shorts. 
Body, D't>ug has quite of few 
responsibility such as seeing 
that each and everyone this 
year gets involved in the com
ing fall and spring election. · 
Also in such activities as the 
Student Faculty Basketball 
game and the Ladies Volley
ball game coming up this · 
month. There will also be four 
college holiday dances; details 
n that will l:w> aiv .. n nn ,. 

later date. As President of the 
Student Body Doug invites each 
and everyone at COM to visit 
his office in the Student cen
ter. He and his staff ."will be 
glad to help anyone about the 
college .program or anything 
else at your opportune time. 

1AM Scholarship 
Offered Students 

1AM, International Associa
tion of Machinists and Aero
space Workers have established 
the 1AM ~cholarship at _ College 
of the Mainland it was an- · 
nounc-ed by Dr. Jaek Elsom, 
Dean of Student Personnel Ser
vices. 

The scholarship in the amount 
of $100.00 is to be awarded 
annually to a student of the 
College. This amount will pay 
"in-di~trict" tuition for one year 

The sound of music will sur
round the campus and the Hu
manities Department, as two 
new courses get inti:, full swing. 
Music Appreciation and Music 
Ensemble premier this month 
along with five new faculty 
members sharing the teaching 
responsibilities in this depart
ment. If anyone is interested 
in joining and helping to or
ganize a choir, contact Mr. 
Bass or Dr. Elsom. Miss Pevoto 
will be continuing work with 
the COM theater. 

New Careers Offered At COM Music Appreciation 

The Division of Business 
launches a new cooperative 

' internship program this fall 
with the following business spon
sors: Union Carbide, Monsanto, 
Texas City Refining, Inc., 
AMOCO, Galveston County Me
morial Hospital, Central Data 
Processing Center, Accidental 
Life Insurance Company and 
Civil Defense Association. Ten 
students at the college will be 
interns in the co-op program. 
Mrs. Thorogood and Mrs. Ann 
Bennick are developing film 
loops, color slides and audio
tapes ,for a new instructional 
concept involving Typewriting 
131 and 132 and Business Ma
chines 131. 

Exciting new careers are be
ing made possible for people 
of the local area by College . of 
the Mainland. Courses are of
fered day and night to make 
attendl!nce possible for all. 

Electronics is being offered 
this fall, . taught b:y an Elec
tronic Engineer wbo formP.rlv . 
worked for Lockheed at KASA's 
Manned Spacecraft Center. 
He is Jessie Symms, now a full 
time instructor in the Division 
of Technical and Vocational 
Programs at the College. 

Ene:ineerine: nraftine: and o
ther drafting courses are now 
offered day and night too. 
In fact most courses offered 
during the day are also avail
able on the evening sche
dule. 

Computer Programming 
and Data Processing, a very 
fast growing occupational 
area, is open to persons com
pleting courses in these sub
j!!!!ts. Data Processing is of

,. fered days and evenings, but 
Programming of the Com-
putor is only offered in eveh

. ing classes at present. 

C.O.M. offers the two year 
associate in arts (A.A.) degree 
in the areas of: 

Arts and Sciences 
Business Administration 
Dentistry 
Education 
Engineering 
Medical Technology 
Medicine 
Nursing 
Pharmacy 

The associate in Applied Sci
ence (A.A.S.) can be earned 
in the fields of: 
Accounting 
Business Management 
Data Processing 
Electronics 
Secretarial 
Welding 

College of the Mainland in 
its attempt to be of the ut
most service to the Community, 
also offers a number of one 
year Diploma Courses and 
a wide variety of special in
terest and vocational subjects 
too hUnterous to mention here. 

College of the Mainland will 
offer a course in Music Ap
preciation this Fall on Monday 
·and Thursday -evenings from' 
6: 30 to 8: 00 p.m. beginning 
Sept. 15. 

This course will examine and 
explore What to Listen For in 
m.usic . . Sucti topics as What 
is a Symphony? What is a 
Concerto? What is an Over
ture? What is Program Music? 
What is Jazz?, will be examined. 

This course is designed for 
the average student with no 
previous knowledge of music. 
One of the features of this 
course will be a chance to take 
a kind of Supermarket Tour 
of the world of music. _ _ 

· Another feature will be 
some filmed shots of Leonard 
Bernstein as he appears to 
the orchestra: A conductor is 
usually seen from his back but 
we will see how Bernstein 
appears" fo the Ne'w York Phil~ 
harmonic Symphony Orchestra. 
YOU will see how music is 
actually made. 

In class there will be demon
strations· of recorded musical 

News Clips 
interCOM Meeting 

There will be a meeting held 
for those persons who signed 
up for the interCOM and for 
those present workers on 
Monday, Sept. 22 at 4: 30 in the 
Rose Room Civic Hall. Any ot
her persons interested are 
welcome to attend. 

Parking Available 
There has been some work 

done on the school parking lot 
this fall. This was done to fa
cilitate the parking on campus. 
If you have not gotten your par
king permit please pick one up 
in the Student Personnel Of
fice in Bldg. B. Maps and 
special parking rules have been 
printed for student use. Much 
confusion will be eliminated if 
these rules are followed care
fully. 
Student Cente·r .' 
The COM student center has 
been moved and improved. The 
center is in great condition 
now. Let's try to keep it 
that way. There are vending 
machines available for your 
convenience. 
Bookstore Hours 

The bookstore is located next 
to the student center. The book
store sells all the textbooks nee
ded here on campus, plus ot
her materials. Also available 
are several selections of COM 
sweatshirts and jackets. The·1 
bookstore hours will be 8: 00 · 
to 5: 00 Monday thru Friday, 
and 6: 00 to 8: 00 Monday through 
Thursday. . 
How to Study 
: A ·pamphlet, written by Mr. 
Roy Walker, COM counselor 
is available to all COM students. 
The booklet give many valuable 
tips on correct study habits. 
Students interested in having 
this free booklet can pick one 
up at the counselor's office in 
Bldg A. 
library Boars: 

Hours for the Library which 
is located in Building A 
opposite the main entrance are 
as follows: Monday - Thurs
day, 7: 45 a.m.-8: 30 p.m.; Fri
day, 7:45 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

The Non-Print Media Center 
hours of operation are: Monday 
-Thursday, 8: 00 a.m.-9: 00 p.m.; 
Friday, 8: 00 a.m.-5: 00 p.m. 

for the student recipient. The 
scholarship is restricted to resi
dents of the state of Texas 
and will be presented to a 
student; ~lected by t.'le COM 
Scholarship Committee. 

Mr. -Charles Rush, President 
of I.A.M. in presenting the 
scholarship said, "We wish to 
give this evidence of support 
of Colfege _ of 'the Mainland. 
In the future it is our plan 
to make the donation on ap- • 
proximately the first of August 
in order that an award can 
be made by the time the Fall · 
semester begins. We want you 
to know that we believe in 
and are solidly behind the Col
lege in its endeavor to pro
vide education to men and wo
men of our community." 

Don Lea, Business Instructor 
and member of the Student 
Financial Aids' Committee ac
cepted the scholarship for the 
College. 
· Dean Elsom indicated that 

the 1AM scholarship will be 
listed in future catalogues as 
a standing scholarship. 

masterpieces and appropriate 
films scheduled. This course 
will not be highly technical but 
will focus on the joy of lis
tening to music. The course 
will be conducted by Bob Eg
ner of the Humanities Division. 

Mr. Egner is an experienced 
musician, having played for 
many years and having grad
uated with a degree in music. 
At one time he played with 
Benny Goodman. Egner is also 
the author of Art and Music 
in the Humanitjes. 
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1v1ap of Temporary COM Campus 

Sports News 
College of the Mainland is 

looking forward to a great bas-
et5lill season tins faii. Try

outs will begin September 22. 
They will be held at 4: 30 
everyday and last for five days. 
Any full time COM student is 
welcome to the tryouts. Only 
members who qualify to play 
junior college basketball are 
required to attend official prac
tices starting September 29. 
The first home game will be 
on November 15, against South
western University at George
town, the site has not been 
scheduled as of yet. It is also 
possible th~t . COM will play 

.... 

at the Houston tournament with 
junior college teams, industrial 
tea <I ctrnl'Ch teams. 

The Comets this season are 
lacking the height they were 
gifted with last season. The 
absence ofEdCaldwellwillleave 
a big gap to be filled. The 
team this season has more 
speed and about the same 
experience as it has last sea
son. Most of the games that 
are being played in this sche
dule will be four year uni
versities. The Comets have a 
long rough schedule in front 
of them this fall season 1969-
70. 

,:. . 

Comet Line-Up For 
.... 

'69-'70 
Scholarships to Basketball Players on the team: 

Charles Campbell 6'0" Santa Fe High School Freshman 160 lbs. 
Louie Delesandri 6'0" Hitchcock High School Freshman 160 lbs. 
Clyde Jackson 6'3" Lincoln High School Freshman 175 lbs. 
Larry Jackson 6'5" La Marque High School Sophomore 175 lbs. 
Tom Michell 6'3" Texas City High School Freshman 160 lbs. 
Willie Williams 6'1~' La Marque High School Sophomore 175 lbs. 

Returning Lettermen are: 
Donald Williams 6'0" Forward 
Gary Mayes 5'8" Guard 
Ken Goodlow 5'11" Guard 
Phil Catharn 5'11" Guard, Forward 
Sanfort Douglas 5'11" Guard, Forward 

Candidates for the Team are: 
Tony Fuentes 6'2" Center 
Dan Baker 6'2" Center 
Hank Darden 6'2" Center 
Emerson Allen 6'0" Forward 
George Prino 6'3" Center 
Charles Williams 5'11" Forward 
Lionel Williams 5'11" Guard, Forward 

Sophomore 
Sophomore 
Sophomore 
Sophomore 
Sophomore 

Freshman 
Sophomore 
Sophomore. 
Freshman 
Freshman 
Sophomore 
Sophomore 

185 ibs. 
155 lbs. 
155 lbs. 
160 lbs. 
160 lbs. 

190 lbs. 
190 lbs. 
190 lbs. 
185 lbs . 
175 lbs. 
175 lbs. 
160 lbs. 

Karate Club Now 
Accepting Members 

College of the Mainland Da
rate club is now accepting ap
plication with the temporary 
secretary, 'Martna Moore. 

The Karate Club hopes to 
sponsor demonstrations for a 
number of occasions this com0 

ing year, and hopefully a de
monstration for the college 

· soq_n. 

Cassette Recorders For 
Non - Print Media 

The Non-Print Media Center 
has recently acquired 75 cas
settetape recorders and players. 
The Center already has the 
facilities of a video recorder, 
Television camera and moni
tors. 

Walter Kessler i's the newest 
addition to the Center staff. 
Mr. Kessler is a Graphics 
Specialist who is there to pro
duce as well as advise people 
in the production of graphic 
materials. 

Future Secretaries 
FSA is an organization 

for girls who are mterested 
in becoming secretaries of the 
future. Through FSA the mem
bers have an opportunity for 
educational advancement and 
contact with members of the 
Galveston County Chapter of 
the ~ational Secretaries Asso
ciation (International). 

The Future Secretaries As
sociation will hold its first 
meeting September 22, at 5: 30 
p.m. in room lOI. 

Summer Beg~stration 
A 300% Increase 

College of the Mainland's 
registration for the first Sum
mer session was 482. 

'Ihis-re.presents -11 ·ncr.eiu;e 
of more than 300 per cent over 
the 1st summer session offer
ed by' the College in June, 
1968 when 116 were registered. 
It even exceeded the on cam
pus Fall, 1967 enrollment of 
414. The on campus enrollment 
for this semester is 454 while 
an additional 28. are attending 
classes offered at the Dickin
son High School in the evenings. 

A breakdown of the enroll-
m~nt is ,es follows: 

Credit students-all on cam
pus 276 
Non-credit students - on 
campus 178 
Non - credit students-Dick
inson H.S. 28 

Off Campus Jobs 
Students interested in Off

C_ampus Employm@ht should 
leave applications in the Fin
ancial Aid Office. 

Off-Campus employment us
ualfy requires 3 to 4 conse
cutive free hours and trans
portation to and from the job. 

Student 
Orientation 

On September 3 and Septem
ber 11 n studeht orientation 
program was held in the Com
munity-cent . romthersnmeni 
orientation program will be held 
on September 17 at the Com
munity Center for those stu
dents who did not have a 
chance to attend the other ses
sions. 

Dr. Stallworth welcomed all 
the new and returning students 
to College of the Mainland. 
Dr. Taylor explained the teach
ing and learning processes at 
College of the Mainland, and 
gave a brief introduction to 
the grading system. Mr. Shinn 
showed slides of the non-print 
media facilities that are avail
able to the student upon re
quest. Mr. Faulk showed slides 
of the new campus. Everyone 
is hoping that the new campus 
will be ready for students in 
the Spring. 

After the speeches, the stu
dents came to building A for 
a brief look at the• various 
organizations that have been 
formed at College of the Main-• 
land. Each organization handed 
out papers about the club 
and showed a film relating to 
the activities of the club. 

SUPPORT YOUR SCHOOL GOVERNMENT 

VOTE IN STUDENT GOVERNMENT 

ELECTIONS - SEPTEMBER 23-24 
' ' 

._ 
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-Editor's Welcome 
. · This issue of the..... interCOM 
is a welcome edition. A welcome· 
to the new students and to stu
dents who are returning after 
a summer absence. College of 
the -Mainland is a rather unique 
junior college in several ways. 
One is the grading system which 
is explained in an article this 
month. Another way is even 
more prevalent, ·that is the 
friendly atmosphere created 
by the people here at COM. 
This school has much to offer 
the student, aqd in tum the 
student has much to offer .1 

COM. Together the m mben; of . 
this organization can 'make this 
school a vital part of this com
munity. Good schools corits 
ribu~ to a good community. 
An example of the concern 
created here at this school 
is the following letter. One of 
the more pleasant jobs as editor 
is to welcome the new students 
and faculty members in behalf 
of the interCOM -staff. This pa
per welcomes all criticism and 
contributions that its readers 
,may offer. Rose M. Novak 

Editor 

President Comments_ 
Miss Rose Novak: 

I appreciate being invited 
by the editorial staff to ex
tend, by means of this space 
in the interCOM, a greeting 
in the spirit of welcome to 

· our new student colleagues. 
To . old friends and colleagues 
of thNtudent body who are 

, returning to continue your 
studies and life in the COM 
family, welcome back. 

In this period of uncertainty, 
frustration, and alienation, Col
lege of the Mainlanders have 
committed themselves to some 
basic ideas that can serve us 
all as anchors. First, we are 
committed to common, ordin
ary decency in our treatment 

: of each other here in the Col
lege family. Second, we are 
committed to help one another 
rather than merely "let each 
other· alone." Third, the Col
lege is committed to encourage 
all who will to enter here; 
base program placement on 
respectable diagnosis; to search 
for better and better ways to 
teach and learn; to maintain 
quality control in the educa
tional program, and ~t the -same -time perserve -and en-
hance whatever, dream-power 
and motive-power one might 

The Informer 
By PAUL NOV AK 

As the title implies, the pur
pose of this column is to in
form the populace of this in
stitution of what's happening. 
The INFORMER started out 
as an underground newsletter 
during the spring semester but 
by a series of events,. it was 
incorporated into the interCOM. 
Now just because this column 
is part of a college newspaper, 
does not mean it is college 
run · or is caught up in the 
establishment. It would be the , 
understatement of the year to 
say that this writer represents 
the establishment or whatever 
the people of this school do 
is fine. I will try to clear up 
any questions or problem that 
any one (and this includes 
members of our illustrious facul
ty,) has but for some reason 
dces not want their name in
volved. Either ~ · personally 
or write down your question 
and drop it into the box for 
the interCOM located in the 
student personnal office in 
building B., and I'll see that 
your suggestion or question is 
given to the people in the know. 
I will basically state the ques
tion and then .the answer that 
was given to me and then 
comment on either the question 
or the answer or both. That 
is my privilege for this is my 
column. If you do not like 
this arrangement or niy answer 
feel free to use the 'Letters 
to the Editor' column of this 
paper. 

All students and faculty mem
bers are urged to obtain their 
shots of quinacrine to combat 
the disease that plagues Col
lege of the Mainland around 
this time of the year. Malaria 
has wiped out thousands of 
people before, don't let it hap
pen here. Get your shots today. 
COM is the only school I know 
of that gives ~tudents t_hreti 

· have in his breast when ·he 
arrives at COM. This institu
tion is no "Put-Downsville". 
When the human spirit is dam
aged here, it is due to acci
dents of human frailty rather 
than to intent or design. 

One must work as much or 
more to receive grades at Col
lege of the Mainland as one 
would in most colleges or uni
versities. Much depends upon 
what you do with yoµr time 
and imagination in the early 
days and weeks of the semes
ter. If after orientation is 
over and classes begin, you 
feel lost, consult your profes
sors or members of the coun
seling staff. They are com
mitted to help you find your 
way. 
_ - I __ again pledge my _ support 
to student government and to 
the other important student 
activities in the College, and 
I join with the entire staff and 
faculty in this invitation to you 
to put your shoulder to the 
task of making our aims for 
COM come true. 

With all good wil!h~~

Cordially, 
Herbert F. Stallworth 

President 

Stystem--
<cont. from Page _ l) 

If the student !s given an "I 
which is changed to "A", "B" 
or "C" when he completes 
his contract. In the event he 
never completes the contract the 
"I'' is changed to "WI" which 
indicates he withdrew incom
plete of the objectives. 

credit hours for a course in 
"Jungle Survival or How To 
Live With Mosquitoes". If you 
see a mosquito please don't 
leave it alone, they multiply 
faster than rabbits. Kill it be
fore it . kills you. Don't walk 
around like you have acnl:i of 
the legs. Remember the mos
quito you don't kill today may 
kfil__you _tomorrow. 

One thing COM has a lot 
of as a result of last year's 
election for Senate officers, is 
suggestion boxes. 

BUY GRAPES! 

.. ., . ~ . ;, . . . 

P. J. N. 

Inside the 
Senate 

By J.B. KLINE JR . 
The purpose of this article 

is to keep the student body 
posted on the progress of 
the student government. It will 
report each official's vote, 
absentees, all business, method 
of handling trials, and contro
versy within the student gov
ernment and the student rea
ction. It will also answer any 
questions concerning the 
court or senate. 

~ 
Studerit officers L. :ro R Suzanne Babin, Doug La- ~ 
thp._er, Linda Balk 

The high ranking officials 
of the senate ar~ Doua _La
timer, President; Linda Belk._ 

_Vici;\ ~&ident~_ and Suzanne 
Babin, Secretary. In the 
Court there are six inembers 
-one chief justice and five 
associate justices. Learning 

College of the Mainland has 
two facilities of learning resour
ces. The library has printed 
material and Non-Print Media 
has audio-visual materials. 

The library presently has on 
hand 20,000 volumes and sub
scribes to over 300 magazines. 
Available for students' use, 
free of charge, are a micro
film reader-printer and a pho
to-copier. The library uses 
the Library of Congress sys
tem to file its books. If this 
system seems strange to any 
students, the library staff will 
be able answer _any questions 
and assist in locating any par
ticul,.1' hnok needed. 

Native Cuban: 
COM Spanish Teacher 

Spanish at College of the 
Mainland this year is being 
taught by Dr. Fe Dora De Gon
zalez, formerly of Cuba. Here is 
an opportunity to learn Spanish 
from one who has spoken it 
all her life. The four hour cre
dit courses are offered days 
and evenings. 

She fled Cuba as a refugee 
in 1961 and came to the U.S. 
to stay and become a citizen. 
Her goal of citizenship was 
achieved on Veteran's Day, 
November 11, 1968. This seems 
fitting, for her husband, also 
Cuban born and educated as 
a Civil Engineer at Havana 
University, is a Veteran of 
service with the U.S. Army in 
the Korean War. He obtained 
U.S. citizenship in 1953 and is 
currently employed by Lin
beck Construction Company 
in Houston. 

In a speech to College of 
the Mainland students a few 
months ago, Citizen De Gon
zalez · emphasized the bles
s,ings bestowed by U.S. citi

. zenship, whether by birth or 
naturalization. In part she 
said, " ... Regretfully, when you · 
are born and have lived all 
your life. in a democratic coun
try, you take for granted with
out being grateful as you should 
for your great good fortune;" _ 

Resources 
Non-Print Media supports 

instruction with a wide 
assortment of f i I ni s 
audio tapes, slides, filmstrips, 

. records, and assorted audio-
visual equipment. _ 

Philosophy Offered 
For First Time 

College of the Mainland will 
offer a course in Introductory 
Philosophy this Fall on Tues
day and Thursday at 1: 30 p.m. 
beginning September 16th. 

This new course will examine 
and explore some of the main 
issues in philosophy as it ap
pears in human affairs. This 
will not be a technical 
course in logic or a traditional 
course in the history of philoso
phy. 

It is a course designed for the 
average student and open to 
all students. Such topics as 
What is Philosophy?, The · Role 
of Reason and Experience in 
Human Knowledge? What is 
.Truth? What is an Open So
ciety?, The Population Dilemma 
-What Can We Do About It? 

·. will be examined in the light 
of contemporary conflicts 
in our culture. 

The course will try to show 
that democracy requires its 
own philosophy and that the 
democratic model is the phi
losophy of the open culture. 
Most philosophies of the past 
have been characterized by 
a closed culture syndrome and 
were therefore rigid and inflex-

1 ible. On the other hand the 
democratic model of philoso
phy is a theory of education 
that seeks to constantly 
reconstruct our experience in 
the quest of truth. 

Mr. Robert Egner is the 
instructor; he has had a long 
time interest in philosophy. 
Mr. Egner is also the author 
of The Best of Bertrand Russell 
and The Basic Writings of 
Bertrand Russell. 

Moment Of Reflection 
When you t~ink, be sure you 

think thoroughly 
For half a thought isn't worth 

a dime. 
For it doesn't pay to think half 

a thought. · 
It's just a waste of time. 

During the summer Presi
dent Latimer put his adminis
tration to work. They mapped 
out the 1969-70 Calendar . of 
Events as follows: 

Senate Meetings twice each 
month 

Sept. 19 Nominations 
Sept. 23-24 Election 
Oct. 7-8 Vacancy filling elec

tion 
Oct. 31 Dance . 
Nov. 12 Student-Faculty Bas

ketball ·Game, (Men only) 
Dec. 12 Dance 
Mar. 11 Student - Faculty Vol

leyball Game (Women only) 
Mar. 20 Dance 
Apr. 24 Nominations for 

election due 
Apr. 29 Campaign speeches 
May 1 Dance 
May 5-6 Election , 
May 12-13 Election run-off 

An election will be held on 
Sept 23-24 to select the court 
and senate members. Nomina
tions for candidates will 
be held on Sept. 19. Six fresh-

. men . and six sophomores 
will be elected to fill vacan
cies in the ·senate and six in 
the court. Qualifications for 
candidacy are as follows: 
must be a full time student 
(12 hours) and carry a C 
average. 

If is the duty of this news
paper to ask the student body 
to please take great care in 
selecting candidates. From 
these candidates will come 
your senate and court mem
bers which will control 
your activity fees, entertain
ment, and the laws of COM 
by which you will abide. 
The student government is
an important, time consum
_i!"lg, _ h~~·thyo_r~l!g organiza
tion. If its members are slack· 
then so are your activities as 
well as your la-..ys. 

~iterary Corner 
'lbings Could Be Better 

Roll back the times to the. by
gone days, when life had just 
begun. 

Roll back the days and roll 
back the nights to the begin
ning of the sun. 

If I could change the way things 
were where everything would 
be better. 

Then probably there would 
be no change for the better 
or the wiser. 

interCOM 
Editor ... .. . ... .... .... .. ... ..... .... ..... .. ...... ... ... .. .. .. .. ... ... ... ......... ...... .. ....... Rose Novak 

~:;:1!1t~!n E:i~f;o;··:::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::: :::::::: 1;_:~~ Ni:~~ 
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Sports Editor .. .... ..... ... .. ...... ... ....... .... .. ...... .. ......... .. .... .... ..... .. . Donald Williams 
Reporters Cythia Dinklage, Loyce Jossie, Virginia Green, Laura McQua,q, 
Ronnie Robicheaux, Terry Tomkins 

Sponsor · Miss Paula Robertson 
Cartoonist Max Karl Winkler 

The interCOM, student newspaper of College of the Mainland, is published 
monthly by THE DAILY SUN . Editorial statements of the interCOM represent 
the views of the student writers and not necessarily those of the admm1s
trat1on and faculty of College of the Mainland. 



Page 1 MONDAY. OCIOBER It 1N1 COLLEGE OF fflE MAINLAND .. 

NEW CAMPUS 
BY SPRING 

The new College of the Main
land facilities presently under 
construction on the 100 acre 
campus located on Highway 
1764, should be ready for occu
pancy by the Spring Semester, 
it was announced by Lyman 
Reed, a representative of the 
architects for the college. 

The Technical-Vocational 
building will be completed in 
November, according to Mr. 
Reed. The Learning Resources 
and Science building will be com
pleted by the end of the Fall 
Semester, and the completion 
date for the classroom and ad
ministration facilities is late 
February. 

In addition to the facilities 
presently under construction, 
College of the Mainland trustees 
recently authorized the erec
tion of a $76,150 Physical Educa
tion and Storage Building on the 
campus. This facility will be 
used as a maintenance shop.and 
storage center for the college's 
vehicles and equipment, as we 11 
as the Physcial Education De
partment. 

Only the outside of the newly 
approved building will be per
manently constructed. The in
side walls will be arranged so 
that they may later be modified 
i.O mee~ the need& of the t1:chni
cal-vocational department. 

"Our Thing" 
What you don't know won't 

help you either. 

Students participate in SGA elections by campaigning 
for their offices. 

Student Story is a 
Two-Sided Coin 

I A man in a nearby city lost I 
'his job with the police _depart
ment, but because of his 
training at College of the Main
land in the course in Refrigera
ting and Air Conditioning, has 
been able to find employment. 

Most of us look upon College 
of the Mainland as an instit
utior: Ul{lt prepares OUf :;ou. ~ g ~ 
people to leave the community, 
but there is another side to 
the student story, as illustrated 
by the fore-going example. Lar
ry Smith, Director of Adult 
Education and Community Ser
vices, points out that many 
students have found employ-
ment as a result of programs 
offered in his department. The 
Adult Education classes seek 

to serve the whole community, 
including the people who are 
established here and who 
plan to stay. For the most part, 
the classes have no prerequi
sites for enrolling; no birth 
certificates need be shown, no 
transcripts presented, no high 
school diploma is required. 
Toe · -,s, of~ co-,," ;; i~ 
$5.00, except for · the Adult 
Basic Educa.tion classes, which 
are completely free. 

Now in its third year, Adult 
Education and Community Ser
vices offers some 40 courses, 
employing about 40 instructors. 
Classes are held in Texas City, 
Bacliff, Dickinson, Santa Fe, 
and La Marque. In the spring 
of 1968 about three hundred 
students finished classes they 
had enrolled in; this fall's en
rollment in non-credit programs 
numbers 950-1000. "Participa
tion has exceeded our expecta
tions," says Smith, adding 
that the future size of enroll
ment will probably be even 
greater. 

Fi>r people seeking new skills 
with. the idea of finding bet
ter jobs, there are classes such 
as Typing, Shorthand, and Busi
ness Machines, as well as the 
400-hour course in Refrigera
tion and Air Conditioning. When 
the College moves to the new 
campus, the department hopes 
to add automotive and drafting 
labs. For people already work
ing but looking for ways to 
up-grade their work, there 
are programs like the Appren
ticeship Program at Union 
Carbide, whose 300 participants 
are working on the job while 
earning their certificates. Real 
Estate courses a~ taught for 

· people who must renew their 
licenses. General Education 
Development, for people who 
completed eighth grade or high
er, helps to prepare students 
to take the test established 
by the State for the High 
School Equivalency Certificate 
recognized by industry and 
colleges. Of the same nature 
is Adult Basic Education, for 
those who completed fewer 
than eight years of school. 
"Personal interest courses" 

Inside technical vocational hallway. (See STUDENT, Page 8) 

Fall Election Held by 
Student Government 

On September 23-24 Student Government elections were 
held for the 1969-70 school year. Out of a total 1812 
enrollment only 248 students voted. In the election last 
May, 244 students voted out of a total enrollment 
of 1313. 

With an increase of nearly 500 students at COM an 
~crease of only four voters is not commendable. ' 

The results of the election are: 
FRESHMEN SENATORS 
Allen Adams 
John Calhoun 
Earl Davis 
Joseph Larry Jackson 
Jerry Steed 

. Felipe Victoria 

SOPHOMORE SENATORS 
Michael Chambers 
Hank Darden 
Margaret Landry 
Curtis Miles 
Rachel Ramos 

There will be a run-off for the sixth sophomore .seat 
between Sarah Ann Thomas and Donald Ray Williams. 
STUDENT ~~URT JUSTICE~ LYCEUM COUNCIL 
Eva Escamilha - Chief Justice Dennis Anderson 
Kenneth Goodlow Sonny Kline 
Mickey Granger Vicky Robertson 
D?u~ Myers Rose Novak 
William Sherr Paul Jordan 

Jerry Pierson 
Willie Williams 

There will be a run-off for the sixth Student Court 
Justice seat between Robert Narvaez and Joseph Stock
man. 

SENATORS-TECHNICAL VOCATIONAL 
Greg Garrett - Office Occupations 
Lionel Williams - Data Processing 
Myrl Faulk - Industrial Tech. 
STIT'fl''"l 'I ~~TER BO RD 
Stella .,.arza 
Anita Lopez 
Margaret McGowan 

CHEERLEADERS 
Lupe Ayala 
Beverly Davison 
Cyndee )McDonald 
Fta11ci:s Mllliga;:. 
Josie Pena 
Joy Sikors 

COMMITTEE ON LEARNING ATHLETICS COMMITTEE 
Rachel Ramos Jerry Steed 

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE COMMITTEE ON INSTRUCTION 
Eva Escamillia Mark Tise 

COMMITTEE ON STUDENT AFFAIRS 
Margaret Landry ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 

William Sherr 
The run-off election will be held October 7-8. 

PHI THETA KAPPA 

The first meeting of Phi Theta Kappa was held on 
~eptember 22, 1969. The officers, elected last spring, were 
introduced to the members. The officers are: President 
-Joyce Gossie, Vice-President - Ronnie Robicheaux, Secre
tary - Rose Novak, Treasurer - Mrs. Martha Mosley, 
Reporter - Loyce Gossie. 

A copy of the charter and study questions for the 
test were given to each member. The test will be given 
Wednesday. Initiation of new members will be held 
September 30 in the civic center at 5: 00. 

The members of Phi Theta Kappa gave a " Howdy 
Party" on September 18, which was a big success. They 
also handle the voting booths for the Student Govern
ment elections. 
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PART ONE 

No Generation Gap ... 
Interview with Dr. Stallworth 

Editor's Note: 
'lbe following article ls an 

interview of Dr. Herbert 
Stallworth. It was conducted 
by John Whitmire and Paul 
Novak. 'Ibis interview ls the 
first of two. 

If there was one thing you 
could change at College of the 
Mainland what would that one 
thing be? 

If I could wave a magic wand 
and m ake a tremendous change 
in College of the Mainland, the 
changes I would want is that 
it would function in three dimen
sions: It would be the model 
that we are working for totally, 
imperfect. All of the values 
would be in total operation be
ing achieved. And on the other 
hand, we would be reaching ev
ery human within commuting 
distance of this institutional 
who could in any way benefit 
from educational services that 
COM could provide. Thirdly, 
that all possible barriers to 
attendance to COM would be 
irradicated as money barriers, 
transportation barriers, all 
kinds of barriers. 

Do you know of any people 
who are not attending COM 
because of financial diffi
culties that the College could 
not help enough? 

I have been in higher educa
tion work and higher education 
planning for quite some years 
and I can say to you - that I be
lieve that there are hundreds 
even thousands of people living 
in our district who should be 
at COM and who are not here 

~bee, ":;,e of economic b!]Tiers. 
Let:, just take an example, a 
father is making $4800.00 
a year and there are 8 or 10 
kids in the family. They are just 
buying bread. A kid gets out 
of high school, if he is lucky e
nough to stay. You just put 
yourself in that family and 
look at the situation. The parents 
can not give the student money 
to come to school, clothe 
himself, transportation, and 
books. They can't do that. What 
usually happens in families like 
that is the father and mother, 
especiaiiy --'- he father , feeling 
guilty , either offers no en
couragement for his children 
to go to college or he actually 
becomes negative, he is threat
ened by, on the one hand the 
necessity in this day and time 
for the young people to go to 
college and get growth and de
velopment, on the other hand, 
threatened by ,his own inade
quacy his own inability to give 
them the help they need. There
fore, the negative attitude on 
his part. This is a pattern 
which is demonstrable, in other 
words, this • happens over and 
over again. I've seen it happen. 

Will we see a day when this 
can be avoided? 

I think the day will come 
when there will be a "GI 
bill of rights" for every per
son who can get out of high 
school. At least two years of 
college will be guaranteed 
free and he will even have 
transportation provided for him. 
This is my view of the future. 
In the state of California today, 
you can go to any public Jr. 
College, state college, or uni
versity and you don't pay one 
penny of tuition. I don't believe 
California will ever go back. 
We ar e in a period where a lot 
Jf folks are paying taxes 
:o support higher education. 
But higher education is not 
i privilege or a luxury any
nore .. , it is a -social ne
~essity . In self defense we 

must have higher education 
for our citizens. So I look 
forward to the day when all 
barrier~ will be knocked 
away. 

How would you rate the fa
culty at COM? 

I think that the faculty at 
COM, all factors considered, 
is the finest community col
lege faculty I have ever 
seen or known about . 

What do you look for in an 
applicant for teaching at this 
College? 

There are certain things 
we look for and we take alot 
of trouble looking for them. 
First, we look for an open
mind and the experimental 
spirit. We look for people 
who are willing to experi
ment in order to find a better 
way to help young people 
to grow and develop, both 
in the classroom and outside 
the classroom. We do our very 
best to find these qualities and 
I think we have had real good 
success . We also look for 
people who are humanely 
oriented because if he is not 
able to be a colleague to 
students against a master of 
students then we don' t want 
him on the faculty of COM, 
we don't care how technically 
competent he may be. Last, 
we look for people who are 
competent in their field, be
cause certainly we don't want 
COM to be a place that you can 
learn a lot about absolutely 
nothing. We feel that a good 
teacher is armed with two 
things, like David when he 
face.,d Golia! he ;, armed 
with a tremendous fai n that he 
can do the job and on the 
other side he has a real good 
sline: shot which means his 
professional competence. In 
other words, if he is not a 
sufficient master of Matherne
tics then we don't want him 
in the math class. 

What is it that brings tea
chers like this to COM? 

Well, in the first place, we 
bring them. We spend alot of 
time and alot of trouble every 
year in recruiting teachers. 
tlTn b..n,. l n ~,...,..,-.._,c,, .rtn l'\U t... onA ,., c:: r.1a. -y -c; l,LO.U:r ,;, 5v V'l,,l. li M .llU 

cover ten state areas and we 
aggressively go after candi
dates and we would like to have 
12 or 15 candidates for every 
single job we have here. usu
ally what happens here is, for 
a particular post, we will have 
as many as 12 candidates but 
there will be only 5 or 6 that 
will be serious enough, from our 
point of view, that we would 
like to seriously consider, then 
we will actually sit down and 
have interviews with them. Then 
a faculty selection committee 
will have a recommenda
tion. 

What are some of the ques
tions you would ask these tea
chers? . 

First we want to know is if 
he knows anything about the 
Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights, and if his mind is open, 
with respect to the Bill of 
Rights. We want to know if he 
is committed to the Bill of 
Rights in its most deepest 
and philosophical sense. In ot
her words, the model of 
the free responsible individual. 
Whether certain a reas of human 
experience reserved to the 
individual certain subject to 
Government . The individual hav
ing some area of his own that 
no one is supposed to mess with 
as long as he is responsible. 
We are searching for progres
sive people. We do want thought
ful, reflec~ve, generous, 

humane people. 
What do you think consti

tutes a good student? 
I think that a good student is 

a student who needs to grow. 
Whether it's in math, English, 
human relations or something 
else. He is not already perfect, 
he needs to grow. That's as 
far as I want to go in answer
ing that question. In tradi
tion you go to the U of Houston 
or Rice and they say a good stu
dent is smart; but what about· 
this poor devil who's not 
smart? Can't he be a good stu
dent? So I can' t adopt this 
thing about a good student be
ing smart, he's totally a sound 
person. 

Well then do you think that 
labels can be detramental 
to society? 

I really do think so and I 
very seldom use those labels 
simply for that reason. I think 
a reflective person, a though
tful, person, a man of good will 
and who is willing to think 
and who is willing to study 
his society and its needs, I'm 
going to have to put a thought
ful, progressive label on him. 
Some folks call this liberal, but 
some people call it conserva
tive. Every man is a man 
of many thoughts, I've never 
known a totally perfect 
man in my life. You know if you 
get a person with a Master's 
Degree and 8() IQ, you have 
problems on your hands. There 
are a lot of people like that who 
have functional IQ's. 

Was there any one individual 
who was responsible for 

--,.. sett,ing up the idea initia-
~ ting COM~was '.t Just the 

Board of Turstees? 
I would say that the dream

ing of COM has been a team ef
fort on the part of the Trus
tees who are directly responsi
ble and the administration and 
the faculty. I would hesitate to 
say that anything that we have 
done that was good was not 
a team effort. If COM is real, 
if it stays real, if it gets more 
real; if it gets more useful to 
the community and to the coun- 1 

try as a model then I would 
say that couid uniy have hap
pened out of a team effort 
people dreaming together and 
working together. Hearts, 
heads, and shoulders together. 

The groove ... 
By TOM WOOLDRIDGE 

ABBEY ROAD-THE BEAT
LES .... . Titled for the road 

· where EMI studios (location 
of all Beatie recordings) stand. 
As would be expected, it is 
entirely new and creative. In 
eluding: 
COME TOGETHER-brilliant 
rocker, tight percussion, mul
tiple tempo changes. 
SOMETHING-soft Harrison song 
with complimentary orchestral 

backup. 
MAXWELL'S SILVER HAM
MER-fun McCartney ditty. 
OH! DARLING-hear - throb
bing rock of the SO's in ad
dition of the DelViKings and 
the Shields. 
OCTUPUS'GARDEN country 
influenced song by Ringo. 
I WANT YOU (She's So Heavy) 
-blues selection, extreme length 
cuts down on its effectiveness, . 
mult iple tempo changes. 
HERE COMES THE SUN-a 
light tune that would have 
been a hit for the Monkees, 
Moog synthesizer used, excel
lent harmony. 

(See GROOVE, PaJ1:e 7) 

The Student Government and lnterCom offices can be 
found in the Student Center. The interCOM office has just 
been painted and the staff will move in as soon as possible. 
The interCOM would like to thank Dr. Elsom for securing 
the space for offices, and Joe Faulk for obtaining the furniture 
and equipment. Paul Novak and John Calhoun (top) are 
shown painting the interCOM office with Frances Milligan 
(bottom). · 

Personality Focus 
By BACBEL LUIOS 

CARMEN SHINN 
Imagine! A mother of three 

children: Davia 10, Mark, and 
Lex 5: a housewife; part time 
teacher for the COM Adult Edu
cation Program: a member and 
officer of the P.T.A.: and a 
full time COM student. This 
is Carmen Shinn, a Freshman 
majoring in Education. During 
her spare time she finds time 
to play a little tennis, sewing, 
or reading. 

To anyone else this daily 
schedule might be considered 
a bit crowded? But to Mrs. 
Shinn her busy schedule of 
keeping up with family, home, 
and studies "makes life a 
challenge! " 

Mrs. Shinn feels that a com
munity college like COM of
fers other housewives and mo
thers like herself a chance 
to further their education 
which might have been inter
rupted by marriage, family, 
or career. Because it is a 
community college, it has also 
made it financially possible 
for those who might not have 
been able to attend under 
other circumstances. Most of 
all she particularly likes the 
concern and motivation which 
the college offers each indivi
dual in helping him achieve 
his goal. 

News Clips 
RECEPTION 

A reception was held for the 
Board of Trustees. All new em-
ployees, faculty, and staff at-
tended. Honored guests were 
Representative Dean Neugent _----:::-~-,._..::: 
and his wife Gwen. 

LITERARY MAGAZINE 
The English Department is 

sponsoring a magazine in which 
student's creative works will bE' 
publis!:ted. The magazine is still 
in the planning stages. Any 
student may participate in the 
writing of the magazine. For 
further information contact 
Larry Farmer. 

FALL ASSEMBLY 

C01u was honored in ha¥ing 
U.S. Senator Ralph Yarbor
ou~h as ~est speaker at the 
Fall Assembly . There was a 
good turn out at the assembly. 

KTLW 
KTLW, 920 on your dial, will 

announce college news at 10: 00 
daily. This will be done at no 
expense to the college. This is 
a good chance to publicize some 
acitivites of the college. Send 
all write-ups in draft form to 
Mr. Beene in the President's 
office. 

DRAMA CLUB 

The Drama Club held their· 
first . l!}eeting last Thursday 
night. A number of people show
ed up for the first meeting. A-' 
nother meeting has been called 
for Wednesday, Ortober 8, 
9: 00 AM. The place will be post
ed later. Mrs. Peveto is the 
sponsor of the group. 

LOST AND FOUND 
The lost and found is located 

in Building-B, the Business Of
fice. If anything is lost or found 
Please speak to Mrs. Spencer. 

COM TRACK TEAM 

All full time COM male stu
dents interested in track report 
to coach Ummel between Oct. 
6-10. 
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FULL TIME FACULTY AND STAFF AT COM 

AUGUSTIN AYALA 
Maintenance Person 

BLUE DOT GLOSSY 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

B.A. Eros Magazine 
M.A. Hugh Hefner University, 

Chicago 
PhD. l.C.U. 

GLADYS BOSWELL 
Clerk - Typist Admissions Dist. 

DEE BRUGMAN 
Library - assistant 

DONALD G. BASS 
Chairman Humanities, B.A. 
University of Corpus Christi 
M.A. Texas College of Arts 
and Industries 

ANN BENNICK 
Instructor Business Occupa~ 
tions, B.S. University of Hous
ton M.ED. University of Hous
ton 

ANITA JO BROWN 
Instructor Business Education, 
B.A. Abilene Christian Col
lege, M.A. North Texas State 
University 

LESTER E. BURKS 
Director of Technical Vocat
ional Programs. 

MILLIE BEDFORD 
Administrative Services, Book
keeper 

TIMOTHY TUBE 
ELECTRONIC MUSIC 

B.A. Woodstock Music Fes
tival 

M.A. Barney's Rent-A-Instru-
ment 

BRENDA R. BROWN 
Instructor English Composi
tion and Literature B.A. Uni
versity of Alabama 

TIIOMAS F. CARTER 
Instructor Humanities, B. A .. 
Texas College, M.A. Texas 
Southern University 

WALTER N. BEENE 
B.S. University of Houston Ad
ministrative Assistant to the 
President 

BECKIE BLACK 
Secretary, Faculty 

EDWARD C. BROWN 
Director of Administrative Ser
vices, B.B.A · University of 
Texas 

OOROTIIY CATIICART 
Faculty Secretary 

CHARLES BENNETT 
Instructor Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics, B.S. Sam Hous
ton State, M.A. Sam Houston 
College 

MICHAEL G. BORDELON 
Chairman Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics B.A. Southwest 
Texas State College, M.A. 
Southwest Texas State College 

PRISCILLA DYKE 
HUMANITIES 

B.A. William Shakespeare 

'School of Enllghtment 
M.A. University of Alfred E. 

Neuman 

JACK D. CHAPMAN 
Physics and Mathematics, 
B.A. Stephen F. Austin M.A. 
Stephen F. Austin 



Page 4, lnterCOM, October '- 1• 

Dr. ROBERT C. CLOUD 
Chairman Division of Health 
and Physical Education B.A. 
Howard Payne, M.A. Baylor, 
ED.D Baylor 

SUGAR CRYSTALS 
CONTEMQORY MUSIC 

B.A. Wiskey A Go Go 
M.A. University of -uthu1 

Murray 
PhD. The Pink Pussy Cat, 

Los Angles. 

KATHRYN FAULK 
Faculty Sec. 

MACK C. GAR. 
Instructor Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics B.A. List Utd• 
versitf, Min. T','Jaf Southe'l'll ' 
v.rtvetstty . f •. "' ;,. . • 

, .;it~. · .. ~r·. 

KATHLEEN CONWAY 
Instructor Social Sciences, B.A. 
De Paww University M.A. 
Temple University 

DONALD R. DOYLE 
Coordil'ator of Student Recriut
ment Student, Financial Aids 
and Student Placement, B.A'. 
University of Colorado M. A. 
University of Colorado 

JOE FAULK 
Supertendent of Campus Main
tence 

ALAN J. GINSBURG 
Jmuucter Histery and GM'em
..-. B.A. Trinit;f 11a1¥ers_ ky, 
M.A. 1,$. Unlvenib' .. 

SALLIE G. COWGILL 
Counselor, B.A. University of 
Texas, M.A. University of 
Houston 

ROBERT E. EGNER 
Instructor Dept. of Humanities 
Music and Philosophy B.A. 
Washington University, M.A. 
Roosevelt University 

PHINEAS RED-BLOOD 
LAW ENFORCEMENT 

B.A. H. Rap Brown Univer
sity 

M.A. German Gestapo 
Headquarters, Berlin, Germany 

PhD. National Democratic 
Convention, Chicago 

INl:Z GUMILLION 
8ecre~7 Steno. Jnstnlctiell 

"' . -: .. ~· ; .. : , .... 

PAT DARDE 
Secretary, Faculty 

PAT DISBROW ' 
Bookstore 

RON ELLIOT!' 
Instructor of Computer Science 

DOREEN DAVIS 
Secretary, Non-Print Media 

JACK M. ELSOM 
Dean of Student Personnel 
Services, B.S. North Texas 
State University, M.ED. North 
Texas State University Ed. 
D. North Texas State Univer
sity 

RUTH GANZE 
Secretary, Faculty 

ANTONIO GUERRERO 
Superviser .of Plant and GrGunds 
MalnteQMtCe 



CAROLYN HARTNETI' 
Instructor Humanities, B.A. 
Eastern Michigan University 
M.A. University of Michigan 

DONALD R. r.EA 
Instructor Business Occupat
ions, B.B.A. University of 
Houston, M.B.A. Sam Houston 

DARLENE OWENS 
Sec. Coordinator · of Student 
Recriutment Financial Aid and 
Placement 

TILLIE PHILLIPS 
lJbrary assistant 

ARTRE R. RUSK 
B.A. A&M, M.A. Nortb Te,tas 
$ate Ufdyersit)'. 

'lllOMAS .4. HERMAN 
Instructor Social Sciences, B.A. 
University of Texas M. Ed . . 
University of Texas 

ORVILLE PEACOCK 
STUDENT AFFAIRS 

B.A. University of California 
at Berkeley 
M.A. Allen's Landing 
PhD. Galveston County Public 
Restrooms 

ZELMA DELORES REED 
Sociology, B.A. Oklahoma St. 
University, M. A. Oklahoma 
St. University 

IRIS HIRSCH 
Operator of Central Duplication 

JUNE . McCONNELL 
Coordinator of Admissions, Re
gistration and Records B.B.A. 
Stephen F. Austin, M.ED. Ste
phen F. ~ustln 

MARIE PATE 
Sec. Division of Adult Ed. and 
Community Services 

MOLLIE REYES 
Administration Services, CUs

· todlan 

CHARLES C. SELF 
Instructor Natural Sciences and 
Ma~matlcs B.S. Sam Hous
ton, M.A . . 6'Rl .Houston . 

•·' :· . .:i .. • .. 
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VICKI JONES 
Keypunch Operator 

MARY D. MC GRAW 
Librarian, B. A. Berea· Col
lege, A.B. in L.S. Emory Uni
versity 

URSULA SNEAKERS 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

B.A. New York Jets Training 
Camp· . 

M.A. Los Angeles Rans Train
ing Camp 

PhD. Instructors School, 
U.S. Army Special, Forces, 
Fort Bragg. 

MARY N. SELF 
Instructor Natural Sciences 
and Mathematics, B.S. Boston 
College, M.ED. Harvard Uni
versity 

WALTER KESSLER 
Media Specialist 

DOROTHY 'McNUTI' 
Chairman Business Occupat
ions, B.B.A. North Texas State 
University, M.Ed. North Texas 
State University 

JO ANN PEVETO 
Instructor Humanities, B. A. 
University of Houston, M. A. 
University of Houston 

PAULA E. ROBERTSON 
B.A. University of Texas, M.A. 
University of Texas 
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ANNE SHERRILL 
English, B. A. University of 
Texas, M.A. SMU. 

BETTY SPENCER 
Secretary, Faculty 

i 
C.D. BLAZE 
FIRE SCIENCE 

B.A. Watts University 
M.A. Dow Chemical, School of 

Naplam 
PhD. U.S. G""'8 Berets 

FRED A. TAYLOR 
Dean of Instruction, B.S. Col
lege of the M.S. Texas Col
lege of Arts and Industries, 
PHD. Univenlty of Texas 

•~}f~tW·'" 

.M.MWEL U&BINA 
Instructor Humanities, B.S. Na
tional University of Mexico. 
M.A. University of Houston 

ROBERT P. SHINN 
Director of Learning Resource 
Center, B.S. Sam Houston, 
M.ED. Sam Houston 

HERBERT F. STALLWORTH 
President, B.A. University of 
Florida, M.A. University fo
Florida, ED.D. University of 
Florida 

GEORGE E . THOMAS 
'Director of Academic Programs 
B.S. Stephen F. Austin M.A. 
Sam Houston 

ROY L. WALKER 
Counselor, B.S. North Texas 
State University, M.Ed. North 
Texas State 

-~ 

~I 
~\\ \ ~~ .. ~, ,,_ ~ 

I.M. GROOVEY 
ORIENTAL PHILOSOPHIES 

B.A. University of Chinatown 
M.A. Ravi Shankar School of 

Music and Philosophy 
PhD. Ching Lyn Chong, Chinese 
Food to Go, San Francisco 

JANl'nl STEPHENSON 
B.A. Univenity of Texas M.A. 
AT SMU. 

NELLIE 111OROG00D 
Instructor Business Occupat
ions, BBA. North Texas State, 
M.B.E .. North Texu State 

ELJZABE111 WARREN 
Social Science, A.B. Louisiana 
Northwestern 

LARRY L. SMITH 
Director of Adult Education 
and Community Services, B.A. 
Sam Houston, M.A. Sam Hous
ton 

JESSE J . SYMMS 
Electronics. B.A. University of 
Houston 

WILLIAM E. TISE 
Chairman Social Science, B.S. 
University of Houston, M.A. 
University of Houston 

MAX KARL WINKLER 
Instructor Humanities, B.A. 
University of Texas, B. F. A. 
University of Texas, M. F . A. 
University 

ROLAND K. SMITH 
Supervisor Data Processing 
and Computer Technology B.B.A. 
University of Texas, M.B.A. 
University of Texas 

KAREN TANTILLO 
Secretary, Faculty 

RONALD I'... UMMEL 
Instructor Physical Ed. Health, 
Ed. and Recreation B.S. East
ern Illinois University, M.S. 
Eastern lliinois University 

ISABEL YBARRA . 
Secretary, Adm. Services 



THE· Computer's Complex-
HISTORY OF COMPUTERS 

-PART I 
By CHARLES MASSEY 

In the next few montns 1 
will be writing a series of 
articles on computers. The 
first of this series is the history 
of computers and its develop
ment. No single discovery, in
vention, or development is re
sponsible for the status of 
today's data processing tech
niques. The development of the 
field of data processing is the 
result of many different fac
tors. It is known, however, that 
with it brought the need for 
man to express the concept 
of numbers in symbolic form 
due to the limitation of man's 
memory. 

Early man encountered many 
problems due to a lack of 
materials, such as writing im
plements or symbols to repre
sent different values. The first 
known numeric system was 
used by the Egyptians over 
five thousand years ago. Some 
one thousand years later the 
Babylonians developed a num
eric system containing only 
two basic symbols. However, 
the Hindu system had the 
greatest influence on our mo
dern day decimal system. They 
were the first to use the value 
of zero. This occurred some
time between 300-700 A.O. 

Many men in history have 
contributed both directly and 
indirectly in the developm1_mt 
of our present numeric system. 
George Boole, due to his con
tribution in the field of data 
processing, deserves special 
recognition. Boole, an English 
mathematician, published An 
Investigation of the Laws of 
Thought. In this book he de
veloped a "logical algebra" 
and proposed the binary sys
tem. For many years his book 
was forgotten until Claude E . 

non ote h master the-
sis on it in 1938. Due to Boolean 
algebra, the rapid development 
of digital computers was made 
possible by enabling a break
through in engineering tech
niques. 

By the inventions of logari
thms, slide rules, adding ma
chines, and the calculator in 
the 17th century, the drudgery 
of mathematics was made ea
sier. The rapid growth in the 
United States in the nineteenth 

century caused concern in the 
.taking of the census. It had 
tllken over seven ,y_ears t.n ob
tain the 1880 census, and a 
need had arisen for a faster 
means of tabulation. Dr. H. 
Hollerith was commissioned 
to work on this problem. He 
invented the concept of punched 
card data, which is the ances
tor of our modem day punched 
cards. Hollerith also invented 
the electric sorting machine 
which sorted at the rate of 
300 cards per minute. 

Compared to Electric Add
ing Machinef' (EAM) equip
ment, computers are only in 
their beginning stages of develop
ment, Not until 1940 was the 
first computer completed. It 
was made by the Bell Tele
phone Laboratories and was 
called Model I. Although it was 
never put on the commercial 
market, it was important be
cause it used standard equip
ment used by most present
day computers. 

The first truly electronic 
computer was built in 1945 and 
could do in 10 seconds what 
it would take a desk calculator 
20 hours to do. It is somewhat 
startling to think that the firs t 
computer on the commercial 
market called the UNIV AC 
was not placed there until 
1951. For the next three -years 
UNIV AC stood alone in the 
field of commercial computers. 
Since 1954 many companies 
have int roduced competitive 
models. Some of the major 
companies are International 
Business Machines Corporation 
(IBM) , National Cash Register 
(NCR) , Honeywell, Burroughs, 
Control Data , General Electric, 
Radio Corporation of America 
(RCA), and Raytheon. 

Thousands of computers have 
been bought since 1951. Dozens 
of different computers are in 
use today. The digital compu
ter usually ranges in cost from 
less than $100,000 to over $750, 
000 depending on the size and 
capabilities of the machine. 
Twenty years ago man's wild
est imagination could not have 
foreseen the capabilities of to
day's computers. Likewise, it 
would be imposible for man to 
predict the future use of com
puters in this rapidly growing 
field of data processing. 

PART 11--NEXT ISSUE 

Comet Sports 
By DONALD WILLIAMS 
and WILLIE WILLIAMS 

Comets who are remainmg 
on the team today have really 
paid the price. The first week 
has been all running, no shoot
ing drills as of yet. The young 
men who remain here should 
have a lot of pride for them
selves. 

For as the looks of the team 
we have great speed all the 
way round. Also a great deal 
of height is gifted with us again. 

Two of the giants are Larry 
Jackson 6' 6" La Marque, and 
Perry Davis 6' 8" from Friends
wood. Along that line, also, 
are Charles Campbel 6' 4" 
from Santa Fe High School, 
and George Prino 6' 4" from 
Hitchcock High School. Others 
who will play with the Mighty 
Comets are: Clyde Jackson 
6' 3", Louie Delesandri 5' 11", 
Jimmy Jones 5' 11", Nathaniel 
Bell 6' O", Tom Mitchell 6' 3", 
Bill Bise 5' 11", Lionel Will
iams 5' 11", Donald Williams 
6' O", and Willie Williams 6' 1" . 

These Thirteen young men 
have paid the price for what 
it takes to be a Comet basketball 
player here at the COM. 

Students and faculty will have 

a chance to sel:.' the Comets 
scrimmage among themselves 
before their first big test in 
the Houston Tournament. The 
date is October 15, 1969. 

Willie Williams returning so
phomore, jumping ace for the 
Comets, seems to be in excel
Ieng shape, from the first week 
of trials. Willie Williams will 
be one of the top leaders 
for the Comets. Come out and 
cheer for your 69-70 Comets 
to a great season of basket
ball. 

Want Ads I 
A new addition to the Inter

Com will start in the next 
issue. , This addition will be the 
student want ads. This is a 
chance for COM students to 
have want ads listing at no 
cost. The success oI this column 
will depend on the participa
tion of Intercom readers. 

Students wanting an ad list
ed please bring the ad to the 
lnterCom office and it will ap
pear in the next issue. Only 
legitimate ads will appear in 
the paper. Remember this ser
vice is free to COM students. 
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CLIMBING TIIE LATTER OF SUCCESS ... MAYBE! ! How
ever, now the girls' major concern is looking high and 
low for a ready and willing sponsor-which they just can' t 
seem to find . 

The new 69-70 Comet cheerleaders are, left to right
top to bottom: Lupe Ayala, Frances Milligan, Josie Pena, 
Joy Sikors, Beverly Davison, and Cyndee McDonald. 
Frances, a graduate of Texas City High, is an Art Major 
planning to a ttend North Texas State upon completion of 
2 years at COM. A member of the Karate Club, Lupe 
is preparing herself for entrance into the Secreterial world 
after graduation from COM. Both majoring in Data Pro
cessing, Josie and Joy have promising futures. They are 
currently working on the Dance Committee. A graduate 
of La Marque High, Cyndee I is now working on the 
Beautification Committee for the new campus. An Elemen
tary Education Major, Beverly plans to attend Sam Houston 
State. She is kept busy working on the Dance Committee. 
All of these girls are full time students. 

So let' s give these spirited girls our full support and get 
them a sponsor-they deserve one! 

Landscaping Project 
Started for New Campus 

People are great! On the 
landscaping of " our" new cam
pus, several donations consist
ing of: 5 crept myrtles, 9 mag
nolias, 1 live oak, all the olean
ders we need, and around 
$1,130 have either been given or 
pledged. These donations have 
come from citizens in partici
pating districts, various clubs 
and organizations, faculity, and 
students. 

To help get this project un
der way, 3 committees have 
been constructed. The first com
mittee consisting of 10 women 
Mrs. Dean Neugent, Mrs. John 
Mason, Mrs. John Agre, Mrs. 
Arrington Jr., Mrs. Mae Bruce, 
Mrs . Oscar Dixon, Mrs. G. M. 
Prescott, Mrs. Hal Pruett, Mrs. 
George Speck and Mrs. ,T. C. 
Young. Faculty and staff make 
up the second committee with 
10 students, (2 per district) 
making up the third committee. 
These people are doing th& 
best to push this project for: 
ward with full force. 

Although we have plenty of 
help--there is still much more 
to be accomplished. We are still 

ill _gr~at need of plants, such as : 
Star Jasmine, Pine, Live Oali, 
Eucalyptus, Mimosa, Weeping 
Willows, Magnolia, Texas Red 
Oak, Crept Myrtle, Parkinsonia. 
Phoenix Date Palm and Med
iterian Fan Palm. These plan
ts will cost 2½ thousand dollars 
while materials will cost 10 
thousand dollars bringing the 
total sum of the project to 10 
thousand dollars. So as you can 
tell we need to raise lots of mon
ey and give our full support 
to the beautification of "our 
college. 

The planting will begin in 
December and hopefully finish
ed in F-ebr-.1ary, ex~oPt for the 
palm trees which will be plant
ed in April and or May. We 
could Sure use YOU and YOUR 
shovel for the planting. 

I'm sure you noticed in this 
article that I said "our" col
lege. That is exactly what it 
is - "our" college. Let's make 
it one to be proud of. Every 
one 1end a hand when and where 
ever you can! Let's help get 
"our" college completed! 

Comet Basketball Schedule 
The sc'bedule of piua is: 

DAY DAtt TEAM 

Tues. & Sat. 10-22 & 25 Houston City Recreation Tournament 

Sat. 11-15 •s. Western University FTeabmen 

Mon. 11-17 *Blinn College 

Fri. ll-21 Paul Quinn College 

Sat . 11-22 Angelina College 

Tues. 11-25 Lee College 

Fri. 12-5 **Ric e University Freshman 

Wed. 12-10 •South Texas Junior College 

Fri. & Sat. 12-12 & 13 San Antonio College Tournament 

Mon. H!-15 •tee College 

Fri. 12-19 Camp Cary Job Corps 

Sat. 12-20 ••s. Western University Freshman 

Tues. 1-6 Blinn College 

Fri. 1-9 •Paul Quinn College 

Sat. 1-10 Southern Bible College 

Hon, 1- 12 •Gulf Coast Bible College 

Fri. 1-16 • Bay Ridge Christian Col lege 

Fri. 1-23 • camp Gary Job Corps 

Sat. 1- 24 *Angelina Coll ege 

Hon , 2-2 Gulf Coast Bible Colle ge 

Fri. 2- 6 Bay Ridge Chr istia n Colle ge 

Sa t. 2-7 •southe rn Bible College 

Hon. 2-9 Sout h Texas Junior Colle ge 

"1IOIIE GAMES : BEGIN AT 7: 30 P••• 

**BEGIN AT 6 :00 o,a, 

LOCATION 

Houston 
Alta Loma 

. La Marque 
Waco 
Lufkin 
Baytown 
Houston 
Hitchcock 
San Antonio 
Texas City 
San Marcos 
Georgetown 
Brenham 
Texas City 
'Houaton 
La Marque 
Dickinson 
Dicki nson 
Al t a LolS\a 
Hous t on 
Kendle ton 
Hitc'hcocl< 
Houston 

Department 
Featurette 

By SUZANNE BABIN 
Students in English 131 will 

have the opportunity to show 
off their literary ability. 
Miss Ann Cheryl is beading a 
group that will write and pu
blish a literary magazine. If 
you see a decorated bulle
tin board stop, look and read. 
it could interest you. The bulle
tin boards are projects of stu
dents in English 131. Prepare 
to hand out Academy Awards, 
the Drama club is, preparing 
their first production. Come 
on now, there has to be some
one interested in ioining and 
helping to organize a choir. 
· Say good-bye to Miss Reed 
and Mr. Ginsberg for a short 
while. They will be attending 
the 54th meeting of the Associa
tion for the_ Study of N~r<? 

,Life in History, October 8-12, 
in Birmingham, Alabama. Part 
of the trip will consist of 
going to Tuskeegee Institute 
and conferring with faculty 
members regarding ethnic 
studies and black studies. Some 
topic of discussion will be: 
The Negro Soldier, The Negro 
Church, Image§ of the Negro, 
Black Politics and the Afro
American Organizations. Tapes 
concerning some of the sessions 
will be made available in the 
Non-Print Media upon their re
turn. 

Mrs. Nellie Thorogood and 
Mrs. Ann Bennick of the busi
ness division are developing 
film loops, color slides, and 
audio tapes for a new instruc
tional concept involving Type
writing 131 and 132 and Busi
ness Machines 131. This A VT 
(Audio-Visual Tutorial) pro
gram is based on the philosophy 
of individually desilmed cour
ses for each student. 

Physical Education Program: 
Any students that have en
rolled in P .E . 112 should have 
selected one of the following 
activities for the first nine 
weeks period. These classes 
will meet at two week intervals 
and begin each day at 3 p.m.: 
Advanced swimming, Sept. 30-
Oct. 13, at Nessler Pool; Ten
nis Oct. 14-27, Nessler Tennis 
Court; Golf Oct. 28-Nov. 10 
Texas City Country Club. Each 
student should also have signed 
up for one of the following acti
vitity courses for the se
cond nine weeks of the first 
semester: Bowling, Nov. 17-28 
at Gray's Bowling Lane; Ra-d
miton Dec. 1-12 College Gym; 
Basketball (men only) Dec. 15-
19 continuation Jan. 5-9 college 
gym; and Volleyball Jan. 12-
21, college gym. 

All activity courses with the 
exception of basketball are 
coeducational. 

GROOVE ... 
(Continued from page 2) 

YOU NEVER GIVE ME YOUR 
MONEY-conglomeration of mus
ical bits that works. 
CARRY THAT WEIGHT-a fi. 
nale of sorts, more fine per
cussion and guitar work. 
THE END-just what it says 
and a last word from Paul 
McCartney. 

The phenomenal Beatles are 
back again. More down to 
earth in possibly their best 
album yet. Showing once and 
for all their unsurpassed ex
cellence as musicians. An al
bum for appreciation. 
SUN KING-soft cut, last half 
in Spanish. 
MEAN MR. MUSTARD-Lennon 
lyrics, nice timing. 
POLYTHENE PAM-another by 
Lennon, good guitar work. 
SHE CAME IN THROUGH THE 
BATHROOM WINDOW-a fur
ther co11tinuation, new words, 
McCartney this time. 
GOLDEN SLUMBERS-McCa~ 
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EDITORIAL ..... 
An I for A ... 

One of the ,nost unique aspects of COM is its girading 
s stem Within this system consists what Is commonly 
J';own 'as an ··I ' ', meaning an incomplete. When .a student 
takes an I, he makes a contract for a certam len~th 
of time to complete the course . he has tak~n the I m. 
This idea of an I is a progress1v~ and enhghtened step 
in education; however, as the •saymg ~oes, there can be 
"too much of a ·good thing." And this has become the 
situation in the case of the I grade. The I is a wonde~ul 
way of help for students who · may have had some serious 
mishap during the semester. This may inc~ude a ser.ious 
illness which denies the student the opportumty to contmu~ 
class for some time (certainly not a cold, or a_ headache) , 
or it may be an unfortunate persona_I sl~uat1~n such as 
a death. However, more likely, the situation 1s t~at . the 
students merely need more time to complete the obJechves 
for a certain grade. . . 

Students get behind by procrastinatin.g or m1sm~nagmg 
their time and sooner than they realized they fmd the 
semester gone. Often times this happens to people wh~ ar_e 
trying to work towards a grade of A or B. This 1s 
where the grade of I has been misused. Any student who 
has found it necessary to make an I contract should not 
be able to receive a grade of A or B. I! t~ey ar~ _A 
students they should be able to meet the obJecbves w~th1.n 
the prescribed period of time. The argument. that 1t 1s 
the quality of work and not the amount of time needed 
to complete the work has been used to defend the _I turned 
into A. This argument may at first seem feasible, yet 
when one looks closer it is realized that many of COM 
students go on to four year institutions. If COM has com-

·tted Itself to the development of the "complete student" 
:

1
must also teach the student the responsi~ilit~ conn_ected 

with keeping within schedules and certam time limits. 
COM has facilitated the student by stating the course ob
jectives in the very beginning of the course. Many of 
these objectives point out schedules for the seekers of the 
A's and B's. A and B students have n? reason (except 
for illness etc.) not to meet the deadline_s set at each 
semester. The idea behind the I contract 1s good, but if 
college is to prepare the student, COM must remember 
that four year institutions and th'e working world will not 

·ve I contracts to those who need one. And until it 
foes COM should be more selective about its I contracts 
or ;lse it could tum into an ugly monster. It would 
be a shame if College of the Mainland became known as 
an "easy" school. I contracts for people wha SINCERELY 
need extra time should be given only to people who are 
working towards a grade of C. 

This responsibility of the I contract falls heavily upon 
the instructor. It is hoped that this situation will be care
fully examined by each instructor before he makes an 
I contract to someone working towards a grade of A or B. 

The lnforrner 
. By PAUL NOVAK 

Here are some of the ques
tions which I have picked up 
since the last issue and their 
related answers. 

1.Q. WHY DOESN'T THE 
LIBRARY CARRY PLAYBOY 
AND RAMPARTS? 

A. No one has ever asked us. 
The librarians are anxious to 
have requests from everyone 
in the college to ask for any
thing you are interested in that 
the library doesn't possess. H 
budget problems don't arise 
the library will consider any 
material that falls under the 
criteria for subscription. 

2.Q. WHY DOESN'T THE STU
DENT RECEIVE A COPY 
OF THE MAINLANDER? 

A. The College will distribute 
copies of the Mainlander to the 
students in the near future. To 
avoid the prohibitive cost of 
mailing, the Mainlander will be 
distributed from stands in the 
building. There will be no charge 
to the student for the Mainlander, 
just as there is no charge for 
the InterCOM. 

3.Q. WILL THERE BE A 
NIGHT WATCHMAN THIS 
FALL DURING THE NIGHT? 

A. College of the Mainland 
does not provide a night watch
man and at the present time 
ooes not nave plans to do so. 
However, there is an evening, 
coordinator who is on duty at 
all hours during which the 
College is operated. His office 
is located in the non-print 
media building. 

4_ Q. WILL THERE liB A 
PARKING A'ITENDANT? 

A. Yes. There has been a 
parking attendant on duty since 
classes began. Plans call for this 
to be continued during the even
ing hours. 
5. Q. WHAT HAPPENS TO 
THE$7.50ACTIVITYFEETHAT 
WAS PAID DURING REGIS
TRATION? .,----/ 

A. All of the activity fees are 
dedicated to the student's ac
tivity program. The budget for 
expenditure of such fees plus 
additional monies is devised 
by the Student Senate each 
year. Copies of the Student Ac
tivities Budget may be reviewed 
in the Student Government Of
fice in the Student Center. 
6 . Q. WHY ARE THE SCHOOL 
DANCES BEING SCHED
ULED FOR FRIDAY NIGHTS 
ONLY? 

A. School dances are scheduled 
by the Student Senate and
or committees appointed by 
the Student Body President. 
This question could be better 
answered by some member of 
the Student Government. 
7. Q. WHY AREN'T THE PA
GES IN THE STUDENT DOCU
MEf'lTS NUMBERED? 

A. I don't know. I would as
sume that it is to facilitate the 
easy revision of the documents. 
Each semester documents are 
reviewed and changes made to 
make them more useful. I am 
sure that in the future, people 
preparing the documents would 
be happy to number the pages 
if this would help the students 
in using th<' documents. 

Minnie Mouse has a sexual 
hang-up. 

Letters to the Editor Inside the 
Senate 

STUDENTS FOR A DEMO
CRATIC SOCIETY 

There is a nefarious ru
mor spreading around campus 
to the effect that some of COM's 
activist students are trying 
to organize a local branch of 
the S.D.S. which makes them 
automatically a card-carrying 
member of the Communist 
Party. 

There is a four member Exe
cutive Committee looking into 
the feasibility and the effec
tiveness that a S.D.S. chapter 
would have on the College of 
the Mainland campus. To be a 
mite more exact there was a 
four member board for 
about three days. Two top of
ficers of the board have resig
' ned as of last Friday because 
of mounting political pressure 
and parental guidance (mis
placed as usual). 

One wonders if any of the 
students who yell so loudly 
have done any research into 
the purpose of the S.D.S. or 
have even wondered about the 

...! 

Literary 
111E ALIENATED SOLDIER 

I have a BAR; 
In usage throughly skilled. 
I don't remember the face 
Of the first man I killed. 

A laborer by force; 
A soldier on demand; 
A boy over at home 
But here a belated man. 

An unwashed responsibility, 
But, I have no say, 
And four from my squad, 
The enemy, died today. 

Seek and search, no contact; 
A morning deceivingly blue, 

Comets 
All Comet basketball games 

will be broadcast on KILE, 
1400 on your dial, this season. 
The season starts on Novem
ber 15, against S. Western Un
iversity Fresh at Sante Fe. 
·Make sure you support our 
team with either being there or 
listening to the game. 

STUDENT-

(Continued from Palfe 1) 

such as Clothing, Interior De
corating, and Art contribute 
to enrich the lives of those 
who take the courses and 
indirectly the community it
self. Plans for a community 
band a choir, and a lecture 
serie; can be developed if 
there is enough interest. 

Enthusiastic about the pre
sent success of Adult Educa
tion and Community Services, 
Smith speaks hopefully about 
its future growth. He empha
sizes the fact that all College 
of the Mainland students, whe
ther in the credit or non-cre
dit departments, can help tre
mendously by describing his 
department's services to those 
who might benefit from them. 
"The College belongs to the 
community, and whatever the 
citizens want, we will try to 
bring them" he says. "We are 
willing to offer any class or 
program that the community 
wants, provided we can locate 
someone who can teach and 
can get enough students. Really 
the whole function of this de
partment is to serve the needs 
of the community." 

purpose of the S.D.S. It 
would seem that they feel very 
moral and patriotic when they 
can call someone else a com
munist. Of course the "com
munist" does not call the screa
mer a hatemonger although 
the title is often deserved. 
It would appear that the ghost 
of Senator Joe McCarthy is very 
active working on the side of the 
opposition (purposely vague) . 

The S.D.S. is a student orien
tated organization. It sets it
self up as a watchdog of stu
dent rights and liberties 
and when these are violated 
it presents the evidence to the 
student body: The S.D.S. feels 
that the final dispensation of 
the matter should be left to 
the students as a whole. The 
S.D.S. would offer guidance, 
support, and leadership. It 
is necessary to present a strong 
frcnt and a unified lcadership. 
Student power, when used, is an 
enormous force that should be 
used sparingly. Let us hope 
that the situation never calls 
for extreme measures. 

Corner 
Stay concealed Charlie 
My bone isn't you. 

We're at war Charlie 
For what, I don't know; 
You a hit-and-runner, 
Me a real Gung-ho. 

I wonder what's up 
lotte, 

Dress, ten I'll bet. 
Damn here's the rain, 
Soak.Ing, slashing wet. 

in Char-

R&R is coming tomorrow; 
Manila's where I'm bound, 
To harvest a cherry crop 
Until, by them, r am found. 

Get down quick Whitey 
Drive into mother earth. 
Or in coming fingers-of-death 
Will crystallize your birth. 

Dig in deep Whitey, 
Until the shrapnel's clear. 
Live a few days longer 
But, you'll die over here. 

I am fighting for the oppressed, 
Man a in 't that a joke, 
With me being strangled 
By the pigmentation's yoke. 

God damn, I knew it, 
Take the forward point. 
At least there I'll be 
Able to fire this joint. 

My times up soon, 
Barring a fickle fate, 
I'll depart more improved 
Than my induction date. 

Coming home people 
And not to be obtuse, 
But with needed knowledge 
To be put to progressive use. 

By J.B. KLINE JR. 

As this article stated in 
its last issue it will report to 
the voters the way their can
didates are voting, what each 
candidate is doing, absenties, 
and all bills or proclamations 
brought before the senate and 
court. It will also speak out on 
what is not being done, as well 
as what is being done. 

PRESIDENT LATIMER'S 
ADMINISTRATION TO DATE: 

Latimer has appointed Son
ny Kline as the chairman of the 
dance committee. The Presi
dent has obtained an office 
located in the Student Union 
Building. Latimer's a~
ministration will soon be m 
full operation, and so will the 
evaluation, as soon as the new 
senators are sworn in. 

It seems as though a ques
tion has risen from the last 
editorial of how soon can Lati
mer get the by-laws and im
peachment clauses written, 
in order for the newly elec
ted court members to start 
work on them . 

Since· the COM has been open 
there has been a court, but the 
court has not been delegated 
any legal means for opera
tion. It seems to be a great 
waste of time and effort on the 
court members and for the• 
College of the Mainland, also. 
We have students ready and wil
llngto work ifthe Senate would on
ly do their job. It is the hopes 
of the newspaper that Presi
dent Latimer will see this fal
lacy and correct it immediately. 

STUDENT COMMENTS: 
Students have been asked 

what they think of the Student 
Government. Most answers 
were, "I don't know Doug Lati
mer or anything about the Sena
te." Two students did have 
comments. One said the Stu
dent Government was run by 
the Administration. This is not 
a true statement, in fact it is 
the farthest thing from the truth . 
The entire concept of COM i,; 
to let the students opcrllte the 
way they think most bi!nE_:ficial. 

Another student said, "There 
is a lack of communication." 
This is true and this newspa
per hopes to alleviate that 
problem. 

One student commented, 
"The Senate should try to ease 
up on the parking laws." There 
is no information of this sub
ject as yet but the paper will 
investigate and publish the re
sults in the next edition. 

OUR THING 
Teenage girl to friend: "He's 

at that awkward age-pe likes 
to park, but he doesn't know 
why. 
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TUESDAY, October 21. 1900 , COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND 

\ 
Non 
u. 

Texas City, Texas 

Ao·· HOC 
COMMITTEE 

Last year, there was an in
formal committee on campus 
whose stated purpose was to 
consider methods of incorporat
ing ethnic contributions to 
American culture into the Col
lege of the Mainland curricu
lum. 

ALL WE ARE SAYING ... 
GIVE PEACE A CHANCE 

The Sub-Committee on Cur
riculum wishes to encourage 
and support this effort by es
tablishing an ad hoc commit
tee composed of voluntary 
members which will elect its 
chairman, meet when approp
riate and make a formal report 
to the Sub-Committee oh Cur
riculum on: 

1. The present status of in
corporation of ethnic contribu
tions to American culture into 
the College of the Mainland 
curriculum. 

a . Each COM credit course 
b. Holdings of Leaming Re

sources 
c. The Symposium on 

American .Ethnic Groups 
2. Recommendations for Im

plementation 
a . Should an American 

Studies Committee be a stand
ing sub-committo(> of the Com
mittee on Instruction; should 
its missions be adopted by 
existing committees, clubs, 
and-or divisions of the college? 

b. Status of the Symposium 
Please indicate your interest 

in being a member of this 
committee to Mrs. Beckie Black 
and provide her with a list 
of times you cannot meet. She 
will compare the schedules 
and find a time at which the 
group can meet to select its 
chairman and plan its work. 

THE OTHER SIDE OF THE COIN 
By PAT EVANS 

"Technical-Vocational pro
grams are developed in any 
community college centered 
around the idea of immediate 
employment, " stated Lester 
Burks, in describing the pur
pose behind the Technical
Vocational Educational De
partment, which he heads at 
College of the Mainland. 

The Gulf Coast, including 
Texas City, Houston, and 
NASA, offers many opportun
•ities for employment to people 
with competent technical or 
vocational skills, and Burks' 
department bas courses design
ed to l!evelop those skills and 
at the same time offer its- stu
dents a good background in 
other areas. Burks stated 
that the department feels it 
important to the Technical
Vocational student to receive 
instruction in English and 
Math, for instance, and in such 
courses as the specially
designed Political Science 
class, which combines His
tory and Government. A well
rounded education is the aim. 
In addition, many of the 
credits thus earned are trans
ferable. "We like for most of it 
to be transferable, in case a 
student decides to go on," 
said Burks. 

The Vocational programs, 
such as the ones for Radio 
and Television service men 
training, are designed to run 
for one year; upon comple
tion the student receives a 
certificate, and is ready for 
employment. The Technical 
programs, such as Data Pro
cessing and Computer Tech
nology, Business Occupa
tions (included in which are 
special fields like those of 
medical secretary and legal 
secretary) are designed to run 
for two years, with the degree 
of "Associate of Applied 
Science" being conferred upon 
the graduate. 

Some 300 students are at 
present enrolled in the Tech
nical-Vocational Department's 
various courses. In addition 
to the foregoing classifica
tions, the department offers 
courses in Electronics and 
Drafting, and is approved 
as a training center in Law 
Enforcement Education. Also, 
Burks' department eoopl•rall•s 
with the Adult Edueation and 
Community Servkes Dl•part
ment in the Apprentil'l•ship 
Program. 

Upon moving to lhl' nl'W 
campus site, Burks ' depa rtnwnt 
plans to add more programs
a two year degrel' rro~ram 

in Forensic Science and Po
lice Administration, for exam
ple; plans for Welding Tech
nology and Auto Technology; 
Graphic Arts ( offset print 
and four-color photography 
process). Later the department 
hopes to add a one-year 
program in Cosmetology, 
and perhaps some health-relat
ed occupations, such as Oc
cupational Therapy. 

Burks credits much of the 
department's success to the 
representatives of industry, 
business, and municip_al in
terests, and expresses a de
sire for continued cooperation 
with these sources . " We soli
cit counsel and advice from 
people in the community, es
pecially in those areas where 
we can fill a particular need ." 

PARKING 
Thl' polil'l' dl•pa rtnwnt has 

fl'qm•stl•d that Wl' ask all 
students, fal·ulty, and stnff at 
Colil'/!l' of tlw Mainland to 
pll•asl' NOT park in t.lw alll'Y 
bl•hind lhl' l'omnnmitv l'l'nll'r. 
This bloeks tlw l'itv tru!'ks 
eoming through to · pkk up 
tlw garbagl• and otlwr s!'r\'i1•1•s. 

Your eoopPration will b1• 
apprN·iat!'d. 

STUDENTS DISCUSS VIET NAM MORATORIUM 

Will This Sway You? 
Are you for or against the 

moratorium? In this article 
we shall try to help you form 
al'. op1£1iun fol ur ag;.ins t t~e 
moratorium. Many people are 
under the impression that the 
moratorium is calling for im
mediate and complete with
drawal from Vietnam. In others 
opinions it is a mere · call for 
peace. 

Even if an individual does 
not believe in complete with
drawal he surely must believe 
in the call for peace. This 
is one of the biggest miscon
ce petions about the moratorium 
many people will not accept ' 
it's call for peace and only 
consider it as a call for im
mediate and complete with
drawal. 

At College of the Mainland 
the students, approximately 100 
in number support the above . . . 

menuoneo views of the mora
torium. The students who are 
neutral or against the mora
t orium should analyze tlie views 
expressed here and Ufeir own 
and then see if they still feel 
as they did. 

We are not necessarily advo
catingcompleteimmediate with- 1 

drawal but for a country to 
have the right to govern it
self as it wishes and for the 
ceasing the loss of American 
lives in Vietnam . 

We can go one step further 
by asking how much money 
· would be used for: Institutes 
of higher learning; war on 
poverty, Veterans hospitals and 
offices; and various other o(
fices affecting the well being 
of the American people. Who 
are more important the people 
of Vietnam Gi' America. · 

VETERANS EDUCATION 
Eligibility for qualified 

veterans: Educational assis
tance is provided for a period 
of one ahd one half months 
or the equi\'alent in part
tim<' training for C'ad1 month 
or fraction thereof of his ser-
1 ll'C on al'Uve uuty after 
July 31, 1955, but not to exceed 
36 months. 

Eligibility eeases at the 
l'nd of !I years from the date 
of the veterans last release 
from aetive duty after Jan
uary 31. 1955, exl'l'pt Vl'terans 
n•ll•asl•d from al'tive duty 
bl•fon• Jum• ti 1!166. have 
t>ligibility until May 31, 1!17-t . 
Monthly Payuwnts to Vt'tt'r
ans 

Full Tinw: no dl'Pl'ndl•nts, 
$1:I0; 01w dl'Pl'ndl•nt. $15!',; 
two d1•pl•ndl•nts, $175: NH'h 
dl'pl•ndl•nt O\'l'r two. $1(). 

Thn•t• qu.irh•r: ' no dl'pl'n
dl'nls. $!1!',; 01w dl'p1•ndt•nt. $115; 
two dl'pt'nd1•nls. $1 :15; !'al'h 
d1•pt•ndl'nt o,·pr two, $7. 

Half tinw: no dl'Pl'nd1•nts, 
$till; 01\l' d!'Pl'lldl'lll. $75; 1 WO 

dependents, $85; each depen
dent over two, $5. 

Less than half time: Pay
ments computed at the rate 
of the established char~es for 
tuition and fees or at the 
rate of $130 for full time course 
whichever is the lesser. 
Full time 14 hours 
Three quarter 10-13 hours 
Half time 7-9 hours 

How to Apply: Applications 
are availabl. in the Financial 
Aid Office ur the Veterans 
Administration Office. Upon 
completion of the application 
it should be sent to: Veterans 
Regional Office, 515 Rusk 
Avenue, Houston, Texas 77061. 

The Veterans Administra
tion returns to the veteran 
two copies of . his "Certificate 
of Eligibility". Both copies 
should be brought to the Fi
nancial Aid Office. The veter
an's l'nrollment is verified on 
tlw l'Prtifkates--one copy is 
plaeed in his file and one 
copy n•turnl•d to the Veter
ans Administration Office. 
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NO GENERATION GAP An Interview With Dr. Stallworth 

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF 
THIS SCHOOL? 

The purpose of the school 
is to accomplish four mis
sions: 

1. To provide the first two 
years of university work. 

2. To provide technical edu
cation opportunities at the 
two-year level. 

3. To provide one-year voca
tional programs. 

4. To provide adult educa
tion and community services 
to the citizens in the district. 

To give an example of the 
adult education activity, 
we have now in operation 
the adult basic education pro
gram which is designed to 
teach adults to read, write, 
and compute. Also, we are 
serving people who have drop
ped out of high school over 
the years and who now want 
to prepare to take the state 
examination for the high 
school equivalency certificate. 
Another example, we have al
most 300 chemical process 
operator apprentices in the 
apprenticeship training pro
gram. They learn on the job 
and at the same time they're 
learning the chemistry, math, 
and other related work with 
us at College of the Mainland. 
In addition to these types of 
services to the adults, we have 
a wide range of special courses 
in real estate and insurance, 
horticulture, interior decorat
ing, cake decorating, and a 

,;~.- broad range of other non-cred
it adult education courses. 
WHERE - .DO YOU TH~K 
THE SCHOOL IS GOING? 

The College has been 
dreamed as a two-year com
prehensive community college. 
The college has no dreams 
of ever being a four-year 
college because the genius of 
this institution would be 
destroyed were it to become 
a four-year institution. We, 
the professionals who work 
in it, take no pride when 
people say, "You should be a 
four-year college some day." 
That hurts us because we 
know what we are about, 
and we're happy with what 
we 're involved in and we're 
proud of it. We're proud to be 
in the community college 
movement. If we wanted to be 
in the four-year college move
ment we'd be in it. We are 
not here to make a four-year 
college out of College of the 
Mainland. Some day there 
may be a four-year college 
here on the Mainland of Gal
veston County. I hope there 
will be. I can foresee the need 
for bacculaureate opportunit
ies here on the Mainland of 
Galveston County. I hope sin
cerely that nobody would ever 
be foolish enough to try to 
convert this two-year, open
door, comprehensive commun
ity college into a four-year 
institution. The flavor and the 
genius that is in this school 
would be destroyed if it were 
converted. Four-year schools 
do not offer the kind of ser
vices we offer except in the 
first two years at the univer
sity. 
WHY DID YOU COME HERE? 

I was President of Western 
Piedmont Community College 
in North Carolina. It be
came obvious that I wasn't 
going to be able to build a 
model college and while I 
wasn't looking for a post, my 
ears were open to opportun
ities. I have found out sine<> 
that the head of the Arizona 
Junior College Movement, 
Marvin Knudson, . mentioned 
my name to Mr. Eckert here 
when they were thinking about 
gettin~ the school off f ht• 

ground and gettinl( a president. GALVESTON COMMUNITY 
Mr. Eckert called me and I COLLEGE AND COLLEGE 
told him I knew nothing about OF THE MAINLAND? 
the situation here and thus had In the foreseeable future, 
no interest. I had no basis for the relationship between Gal-
an interest in the situation. veston Community College 
Mr. Eckert said the school had and College of the Mainland 
to open in September and it will probably be based on 
was already April. I offered the proposition that neither 
him the names of several school should unnecessarily 
persons who might be consid- duplicate a service or program 
ered for the presidency of the that the other school has. Some 
institution. Mr. Eckert said programs must be du~licated. 
that he and his colleagues But when it comes to the 
were interested in talking to two-year nursing degree pro-
me. They invited Mrs . Stal- gram, for instance, there 
worth and me to come down would have to be more evi-
for a weekend and visit with dence than there is now for 
the Board of Trustees. Well, College of the Mainland to as-
as it turned out we did and I pire to get into that program. 
found on the Board of Trus- There are four junior colleges 
tees people whose commitment very nearby with the two-
was pretty much mine. I was year associate degree nursing 
basically interested in build- program. It would be unecon-
ing a model, experimental, omical to duplicate that pro-
open-door comprehensive com- gram. I would say that the 
munity college based on hu- schools will be separate from 
man growth and development the long pull as far as govern-
considerations and based on ment of the two schools is 
the idea that a college must concerned. But they would 
be a fellowship. You can't cooperate in the sense that 
talk, you can't preach decent we will coordinate our offer-
human interaction into people. · so that one does not un-
You have to build a school .Jarily offer something 
where you do human rela- ,uat the other is offering. 
tions rather than talk human DO YOU PREFER BEING 
relations. Mr. Eckert and hi:. PRESIDENT OF A COLLEGE 
colleagues on the Board had OR TEACHING? 
given a lot of thought to Well, right now at this 
what they wanted to do here, point in my career, I prefer 
and it just so happened that being a college president 
what the Board of Trustees more. In a few years I will 
wanted to do pretty much coin- be wanting the professor 
cided with what I would have role more. 
to be trying to do. A conven- WHERE DID THE STUDENT 
tional, garden variety junior DOCUMENT SYSTEM COME 
college is not what I'm interes- FROM? WHY IS THERE 
ted in being associated with SUCH CLOSENESS BE 
and never have been. The TWEEN STUDENT AND 
Board told me that we would FACULTY? WHERE DID 
have the opportunity to try THE GRADING SYSTEM 
to build the dream institution. COME FROM? 
KnQwing that becau5e of The grading system was 
human frailty, because of ig- invented by the faculty at 
norance, because of incompe- College of the Mainland but 
tencies that you find amongst it was based on some of the 
us humans that we could considerations that come from 
never hope to build the per- advanced educational thinking 
feet institution, yet we would that goes back as far as 75 
have the opportunity to try years in this country, but 
to do just that. That is what which has been neglected. 
attracted me here. Some of the idea came from 
DO YOU FEEL THAT THE industry. Our evaluation system 
COLLEGE HAS EXPANDED follows fairly well the indus-
AND PROGRESSED AS YOU trial model of inspection or 
HAD HOPED IT WOULD? quality control. It takes the 

It has ex anded more than unishment out of quality c -
I tiad expectea it would ... w= 1'"e"""'---t"'r""o~l.~ It puts the emptiasts on 
we were here in these tern- helping the worker to suc-
porary quarters, with limited ceed rather than to glory in 
space tools. finding him not performing up 
IN THE NEXT FIVE OR TEN to quality standards. It's to 
YEARS, WHAT DO YOU SEE everybody's advantage, tax-
FOR THE COLLEGE AS FAR payer's advantage, student's 
AS STUDENT ENROLLMENT advantage, professor's ad-
AND THE BUILDINGS? vantage, for the student to 

In the next five or ten succeed. If the student doesn't 
years I can see four or five succeed, time, money, re-
thousand people in credit sources have been wasted 
work. As far as adult educa- and the student's attitude has 
tion is concerned, I can see been crippled . The basing of 
maybe 10 or 15 thousand teaching and learning on be-
enrollment. Enrollment de- haviorally specified objec-
pends so much on how many tives is simply an effort to 
programs the institution can improve the effectiveness and 
offer, and on the quality of the efficiency of the teaching 
human life within the institu- and learning process, and to 
tion. Our enrollment in the improve the probabilities of the 
future will be determined al- student having success in his 
most completely by the amount work. 
of money that will be invest- About the relationship he-
ed in programs of service. tween students and teachers 
WILL THIS ENCOMPASS here, now that's a good ques-
THE PRESENT AREA IN- tion. We have departed here 
CLUDING DICKINSON, LA from collegiate practice in one 
MARQUE OR WILL IT EX- sense. We started off in the 
PANO? very beginning on the assump-

I sec no evidence that the lion that if College of the Main-
District itself will expand geo- land was to amount to any-
graphically . The District thing at all it must be first a 
consists of the territory which decent human fellowship. With-
is bound by the outside boun- out this all the rest is junk, 
daries of five contiguous school all the rest is sl'condary . So 
districts . These are Texas this is what Wl' started out 
City, La Marque, Dickinson, to do. 1<:vcryhody 1·1msl"iously 
Santa f<'e, and Hitchcock. committed themselves lo the 
DO YOU SEE A f<'UTUHI-: id1•a . We 1•mploy only ahot:f 
JOINT El''l''ORT JU;TW1<;1<;N orn• out of t•V!'ry ten tl'a1·hers 

• 

who apply for a job here. 
When a professor comes here 
he understands what he is get
ting into and he commits 
himself to live and work the 
way we must live and work 
to make the dream we have 
for this college come true. 
Where did that philosophy come 
from? That's basic theory, 
and it wasn't invented yes
terday. It's the theory of mu
tually supportative human re
lationships. Man lives at his 
best when living in mutually 
supportive relationships with 
others. 

As for the student docu
ment approach, this is merely 
the application of intelligent 
planning methods to educa
tion. 
I HA-VE NOTICED THAT THE 
STUDENTS ARE PEOPLE 
FIRST AND THEN STUDENTS. 

That's right. We're all equal 
for all the important purpo
ses; but we have our different 
roles and responsibilities. 
If you could take a bottle and 
fill it up with what we are, 
you could fill it up to about 
a 99 percent level with what 
we all share in common. For 
most purposes we're no dif
ferent, our needs are no dif
ferent, and what we owe each 
other is no different. Up to 
the top is a little differentia
tion, about 1 percent of human 
experience. That's where the 
difference between my job 
as President here and your job 
as a student lies. But with 
reference to 99 percent of what 
life is all about, you and I 
are on the same ground. We're 
colleagues. You have a student 
role. I have a role, the pro
fessor has a role, but the 
reason we have roles is that 
nothing ever happens that 
doesn't have organization in 
it, structure in it, and leader
ship in it, and dream in it. 
You dream first, then you de
sire, then you organize, then 
you launch and implement, 
then you evaluate, then you 
follow up. You keep recon
structing on the basis of 
what you have dreamed and 
done. That's what we hope 
characterizes College of the 
Mainland and will in the fu
ture. We share our common 
humanity, and that's 99 per 
cent of whars 1mportan . Tne 
remaining I per cent has to 
do with the other roles we 
play. 

Mr. Doug Latimer, Presi
dent of the Student Body, is 
sitting in the Administrative 
Council and he's participating 
in the decision making pro
cess. We hope over the next 
two or three years to prove 
that a college can operate, 
and can operate better, when 
students, staff, faculty, and 
administrators are involved 
to the fullest in making 
the important decisions re
quired for the operation of 
the institution. While we must 
be orderly, everybody con
cerned must be involved in 
some way or other and we 
should group toward ways of 
involving all of ~he people in 
the decision making process. 
IS LACK OF STUDENT
TEACHER RELATIONSHIP 
CAUSING THE CAMPUS 
UNREST ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY? 

Discounting the criminal 
militants and those commit
ted to Marxist or other anti
democratic, authoritarian phil
osophies, the .real student 
movl'ment, the legitimate 
unrest, is due, in my view, to 
a wholt• system of unsatisfal" 
tory relationships, and th1• 
studcnl-tl'al"her relationship 
is just urn• of thl'sl'. I will say 

that the relationships between 
administration and faculty, 
faculty and student, and ad
ministration and student on 
the other hand, are critical 
relationships. The quality of 
those relationships will tell 
you the quality of life in
side the institution. Where you 
find serious unrest you find 
social pathology, social disease. 
Where you find that you can 
go back to the human rela
tionship theory that is operat
ing inside that institution and 
you find the root of it. 
THEN WHAT YOU'RE SAY
ING IS THAT SIZE AS FAR 
AS STUDENT BODY HAS NO 
RELEVANCE ON THE STU
DENT- TEACHER R E L A-
TIONSHIP. 

It doesn't have to; large
ness of size merely makes 
it a little more difficult. The 
philosophy is what counts; 
next comes making it work. 

KARATE CLUB 
Met on Friday, September 

26, and held election of officers. 
Those elected were: President, 
John Bradford; Vice-President, 
Hank Darden; Secretary-Treas
urer, Martha Moore; Landrus 
Stevens was elected Sensei. 
Training begins on Tuesdays 
through Fridays from 10: 00 
a.m. to 3: 00 p.m. Wednesday 
will be geineral club meetings. 

JAMES CARR 

O.C:: D (' t:\ 1\1 AJ1.w .. -1f.lCJJ {' 
1 Ll\vc,r1,,-c:n I rvvo v 

This months Intercom focus
es on James Carr a sopho
more majoring in Mathemat
ics. His greatest ambition is 
to graduate from Texas Chris
tian University or Texas Tech
nology University. Meanwhile, 
James is busy being a full 
time student and working for 
the Mathematics Department. 
I asked James how does he 
see the future of COM. His 
reply was that within the next 
ten years he believes C.O.M. 
has the prospectives of be
coming a four year college 
because of present rate of 
growth and future increase 
of high enrollment up to about 
8,000 students. 

As for his personal views 
foe- futurE> programs he is in 
favor of either an all around 
Black studies program or for 
"a little gray" history pro
gram for the future here 
at C.O.M. His reasons for such 
a program atC.O.M. rather than 
an individual study is that a 
program outside the college 
might become a hate program. 
Sel'.Ondly, such men as Elisha 
Alis (who invented the ele
vator) deserves to be written 
in history as another great 
inventor. And thirdly he says 
that black people have the 
right to know who their 
(;1•orge Washington and Iassa1· 
N1•wtons wt·rt• . 

• 
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FREEDOM OF SPEECH ALIVE REFLECTIONS ON 
MY WELL-BEi NG 

It's what's up front that's "RIGHT" 

Pe~ple who need People 

STUDENTS COMMENTS 
ON THE PEACE 
MOVEMENT RALLY 

The demonstration seemed to me to be an omen 
to some other plan. The leaders I talked to gave 
me the impression that the demonstration was 
held to find out how much support radical 
,groups in Houston could get. It can be noted 
that if words make no affect then violence will 
be the next course of action. 

I wasn't really impressed by Anti-War Demon
stration. It wasn't organized and turned out to 
be a gripe session. The speakers were general 
on every important, current topic. However, I 
agreed with a lot being said concerning the War, 
Poverty, Race, and Women's LiberatiQn. All and 

======,..a-'""rr- ·171"1@ en m eres 
Black Panthers, my mind have 
changed pronto. 

My opinion of the peace rally is one of 
surprise. For I was surprised at the number of 
people who came, there was less than I expected. 
I thought the purpose of the rally was to have . a 
discussion on peace in Vietnam. But all I heard 
was talk of revolution from each of the groups 
that spoke at the rally. The fulgarity of their 
language was quite a surprise to me. It seemed 
every other word they · said was profanity. I 
think that most of the people there were there just 
for sight seeing. The Black Panthers were not 
well organized at all, for the only people there 
were the ones which spoke. 

The rally held at Herman Park on Saturday 
Otober 4, was very interesting. Although it was 
scheduled as a peace rally this concept never 
totally materialized. What really developed was 
a complaint department for each group there. 
The ability of each group and their vast vocab
ulary totally captivated my interest. Their entire 
vocabulary consisted of the words pig, f--- and 
"brothers and sisters." The speakers were not 
the only ones who helped me formulate a bad 
opinion of the whole deal. Houston's uniformed 
policemen have to be the most obnoxious men 
in this are.~. The only .i:?ood thin.I!. that the uni
formed policemen did was to unloclc the bath-
rooms in Miller's Theatre. Special training. in 
how to treat the public should be given to the 
uniformed Houston policemen. One way to perturb 
a citizen is to meet a wise-mouth cop. 

Houston's Fairy-Goo Mama Louie XVII 

'Ibe Spaceman Cometh 

Moratorium supporters. bow your 
heads in shame. While American 
men are fighting for a cause 
(and giving their lives as a sym
bol of the Free World's determin
ation to protect that freedom) you 
have armed the enemy with a 
potent weapon, a belief that the 
American people are against the 
policy of our own government. 
Such demonstrations cannot pos
sibly speed up the end of the war. 
To the contrary, it can only pro
long the conflict by assuring the 
enemy that if they hold out 
long enough we will defeat our
selves. 

Let's face the hard facts. No sin
gle person (moratorium supporter 
or not l with tbe exception of our 
President, has sufficent know
ledge about the Viet Nam war to 
make a competent decision as to 
what stand we should take in this 
conflict. We, the American peo
ple put Mr. Nixon into office. It 
is now our duty to support his 
decisions. He did not start the 
war. and he may not end it , but 
his efforts should be supported. 
(incidentally, he was not my 
choice, but he was the choice of 
the majority. For that re::son, I 
will accept his authority, not for 
the person. but for the office that 
he re resents). 

emons ra-

tions you have not only rejected 
the man, but the office. At the 
same time, you have given the 
Communist Viet Cong a vote of 
confidence. 

How can you, with a clean,con
science, call yourselves Ameri
cans, and at the same time de
nounce your Country in the face 
of such a Communist threat? I ask 
you, what would have happened to 
the state of Texas, had those va
liant few withdrawn from the Ala
mo? What course would freedom 
have taken if the Allied Troops 
had pulled out of World War 
I and World War II? 

I'll remind you that America did 
not win it's freedom by withdraw
ing and surrendering to the op
position of that freedom. It took 
the lives of many men, and the 
suffering of many more to win it 
and preserve it. No nation wants 
war. No man wants to loose his 
life in bitter conflict. Yet the price 
of the preservation of peace and 
freedom are high. 

I only tha tk God that our free
dom is dependent on the brave 
men who are fighting to preserve 
it, and on the qualified decisions 
of the elected leaders of our coun
try, and not on the unedified. be
wildered people who would 

THE INFORMER 
By PAUL NOV AK 

Students should feel free to take advantage of the Dean's 
Dialogue to be held any Wednesday at 3: 00 p.m. For 
more information see Dr. Taylor's secretary. 

The Thumbs Up Award goes to Dr. Stanley F. Yolles 
who is the director of the National Institute of Mental 
Health. Dr. Yolles earlier testified before the Senate Ju
venile Deliquency Subcommittee that marijuana "generally 
... .is a mild drug" and rarely leads to crime, sex or 
use of more dangerous drugs. Finally someone of reputable 
position has the nerve to clearly state the truth about 
the misconception of marijuana. 

Instead of having every clock in this school show a 
different time, why doesn't someone fix them so they all 
read the wrong time together. 

It seems logical that if no one bought meat for a 
while the prices would go down. It worked for the ladies 
in New York, why not here. Remember only you can 
prevent inflation. 

There exists an idea to start a movement which will 
demand a sum of six billion dollars in reparations for 
the benefit of teachers. Teachers have been subjected 
to meager earnings in the past, and have continously 
been kept on the lower levels of tl}e social ladder. Th~ 
time has come for teachers to take their rightful position 
in society, as leaders not followers. • 

President Nixon has c·ommiUt•d om• of the biggest blunders 
of his admistration to date•. Opt-ration Intercept will not 
.,;top the drug traffic into the llnih•d States. Mexico is 
.not the only way by whkh drugs art• smugglt•d into the 
U.S. Operation lnl.l~r1·1~ot has done nothing, but t,urt the 
rt•lationship bt•lwt•t•n this t·ountry and Ml•xic-o . Tlwrl'fore 
President Nixon should h•rminatt• Opc•ration Intercept or as 
it's called now Operation-('.001wration. 

·"!'ht• Clidw of tht' Yc•ar" 
··sonw of mv· bc•st frt•inds arl' eolnr,,ti " 

In a recent flight of fancy it 
was noted by this reporter 
that all of life is quite ridicul
ous. Ridiculous but fun. God is 
not dead he is merely on 
strike. As far as perversion 
goes it can be quite fun. We 
propose a new philosophy of 
self-realization. The greatest 
pleasure in life is succumbing 
to one's vices after a truly 
heroic struggle. Since there is 
no adequate definition of good 
or evil why be concerned with 
it. Life is to be lived. Stop 
worrying about Vietnam and 
start agitating about a mora
torium on death and useless 
killing. As far as life is con
cerned death is the only sober
ing reality. The ultimate 
reality is death (to coin a 
very clever phrase.) But since 
we know nothing about death 
whatsoever and all philosophic 
conjecture is doomed to failure 
we should not worry about 
that either. Just sit back and 
prepare to be raped by life. 
Of couri,e you should struggle 
a little to give the illusion of 
freedom but that is all that is 
really necessary. Enjoy, enjoy. 
A NOTE ON MODERN TIMES 
BY MARK TWAIN: 
"There are lies, damn lies, 
and statistics." · 
ANOTHER NOTE ON MOD
ERN TIMES BY DOROTHY 
PARKER: 
"Candy is dandy but liquor 
is quicker." 
STILL ANOTHER· NOTE ON 
MODERN TIMES BY SAMUEL 
FARQUHAR$: 
"In these troubled times 
there is only one . thing 
that I can say to you, my 
friends, go out and · get the 
Albanians, and do it now." 

In regard to the moratorium 
Wednesday, maybe it will make 
the people sit up and take 
notice of what the Younger 
Generation is trying to get 
across to the older people. 
The war will neveF end if the 
President of the United States 
and the President of North 
Vietnam do not stop arguing 
about such things as tables 
and etc. Maybe this Moratorium 
will help people see the prob
lem which faces us. 

Also the SOS protest last 
Saturday, was a laugh. They 
were all wanting peace but 
what is the SDS doing for 
peace, nothing but destroying 

and I quote, "know what pig 
means". If they had good 
speakers instead of what they 
have maybe they could get 
something across. But the 
language they used was unin
teresting and downgrading to 
them and even though they 
may be smart the language 
makes them look and sound 
like a bunch of stupid imma
ture kids. 

Besides all what, they had 
were good ideas if they would 
put them across in a presen
table manner, other than that 
it was very bad and not 
enough people were interested 
in it. 
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EDITORIAL 
INTRODUCTION TO THE 

EDITORIAL 

This issue of the interCOM 
is dedicated to the efforts of 
many people here at the col
lege and across the nation who 
are concerned with the situa
tion of Vietnam. The people.wh~ 
have worn these arm bands 
represent a wide range of opin 

ions about the war_:-rrom extreme 
Anti-Vietnam to people who are 
concerned with the men who 
are over there fighting with 
their hands tied. These people 
are conscious about how they 
feel. To those who do not sup
port the moritorium-we re
spect-your right to your opin
ion. But one factor is common 
ground-everyone wants a 
change. 

INSIDE THE SENATE 
By J. B. KLiNE JR. 

Questions have been asked 
as to what purpose the Stu
dent Senate and Student Court 
serve. The Senate makes the 
laws that govern the students 
and the court sees to it these 
laws are upheld. The manner 
in which organization will rep
resent the COM, the parking 
laws, sanitary laws, the ac
tions of the student, the stu
dent activities, the activity 
budget, the making of recom
mendation for improvements 
in. teaching and grading are 
atr responsibilities of the Stu
.dent Senate. The Student Court 
sees to it that these laws are 
obeyed by bringing to trial 
those students who refuse to 
obey by them and leveling 
some form of punishment such 
as fines, restrictions, etc., all 
of which the administration 
will help in deciding and up
holding. 

STUDENT COMMENTS 
1. The Student Government 

is too slow in it s operation. 
2. The Senate is not posting 

its meetings or its accom
plishments. 

3. There should be an in
formation desk to assist the 
stu~ents as to what (!~ganiza
tions exist, their purpose, J 

and persons to contact for i 
further information. Also how 
to organize new organization 
procedures and what have you. 
What laws and policies exist 
at College of the Mainland. 
What types of insurance the 
College of the Mainland has 
governing the\ parking lot and 
accidents on campus. Maps 
of the campus should be sup
plied, etc. 

4. The Student Senate 
should have someone in the 
Senate office at all times, In
cluding night classes. 

5. The record of what has 
been done in the Student Gov
ernment should be made avail
able to the students. 

6. The Students should be · 
allowed to sit in on Senate 
meetings. 

7. The Student Government 
should create some athletic 
enthusiasm. 

s.' The Student Government 
should do something about 
the filth in the Student Union 
Building. 

College of the Mainland 
BAY OF PIGS 

Now that the Senators have 
been sworn in, the Student 
Senate should create a policy 
in order to keep the Student 
Union Building Clean. The 
Student Union Building has 
been and is the scene of a dis
aster area. There are just a 
few students who refuse to 
clean up after themselves 
and this makes it unpleasant 
for the rest of the students. 
Students have placed posters 
in the Union Building refer
ring to those persons as pigs. 
It's up to the Senate to see 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
WHAT HAPPENED TO ORDER IN THE U.S. 

Today the~e is great deal of unrest in the U.S. Men, · 
women, and children have taken to the streets. WHY? , 
Th! main issue is definitely obvious, "The War in Vietnam." 

I This free world of ours was built and based on the 
ideal of "by the people, of the people, and for the 
people," but somewhere along the passage way of time 
this phrase lost its meaning. The people have lost their • 
voices in the Federal Government. Today, when the populace 
goes to the poles to vote, they find themselves voting 
for the lesser of the evils as demonstrated in the last 
presidential election. What ever happened to the politically 
minded men that represented the people? The War in 
Vietnam is extremely unpopular with the American public. 
It appears as though the people of the U.S. are fed up 

with the vast' amount of waste · created by the war the 
waste of lives"°, ·money, time, and political image with 'other 
free notions. The citizens of, this nation want one of two 
things; either fight the war to win or get. out entirely. 
But as of yet, there has been no action taken one way 
or the other. The top ranking federal officials of this 
nation refuse to listen to the American public; therefore, 
we ftnd ounelves and th~ Youth of America in the streets 
fightqig with the n;iilitary in order to make their cries 
for Justices heard. In the last three presidential elections 
all candidates promised to end the war. That was ove; 
nine years ago. Since that time, the death total of Ameri-

. cans and Vietnamese killed has Jisen so vastly that total 
dead has surpassed the death ·total of the Korean War effecting . 
every ctty and town in the U.S. We nave reJt it here 
in La Marque, Texas City, Dickinson, Hitchcock, and Gal
veston. To put it quite bluntly, these young lives were 
snuffed out by the machinery at home. 

Today, we are witnessing a total revolution by the people. 
One can see it in the streets of Chicago, New York, Ohio, 
and many other states. We see it on television, listen 
to it on the radio, and read it in the newspaper. 

For the first time in our history, we find our citizens 
fighting the military in our own city streets, in order 

. t~ dest~y those who would_ 4es_tro_y_us . One millht think 
the top ranking federal officals would take heed of this 
warning by its citizens before it truly gets out of hand, 
but it seems as though they think of themselves as being 
superior in intelligence and that the citizens of thii; nation 

· are overly emotional, irresponsible, uneducated, and unin
formed screwballs. The War in Vietnam will probably go 
down· in history · as · one of · the blackest and ~ost unju~t 1 
moments for the American ·citizens. 

The war in Vietnam has been the starting post for 
, bringing to light those issues-Of which the American public 

has so long detested. The war debts owed us by other 
nations, the frivilous spending of the militant, the giving 
away of the American gold and silver to buy friendship 
with other nations, as was done with Cuba, Germany, 
France, and Korea. Economists say the American economy 
is stable, but what about tomorrow? Germany has de
valuated the American dollar; the same is happening in 
Africa, Australia, etc. What is to become of the American 
economy if our imports like sugar, coffee, tea, chocolate, 
etc. become excessively expensive. · 

All of these questions have come to a head and the 
American public is tired of decades of promises. They 
want action, yet the federal officals refuse. Should the War 
in Vietnam last another two presidential terms, the U.S. 
government will be in serious trouble for its citizens are 
rapidly moving toward a gove~ental take over, which 
is frightening even to its citizens. But if federal officials 
refuse to work with and for the American public then 
they should be replaced. . . 

J .B. Kline Jr. 
Old draft directors· never die-they're just reclassified. 

that those students are stopped · 
from creating a pig-pen out 
of the SUB. Threats have been 
made . ln _ regards to closing 
the Union Building perman
ently if the students cannot : 
keep it clean. Let's hope the 
Senate sto.J>s those students 

' which abuse the building be
fore someone stops the entire 
student body from using it. 

~ President . Latimer's Adminis• 
tration 

PARKING PERMITS 
Your parking permits may 

be picked up in Student Per
sonnel Services Office. If you 
have not filled out a request 
card, please do so today. You 
will need to know your license 
number, and make and model 
of car. 

Evening students may go by 
coordinator's office for permits 
and-or request cards. 

from October 6 to date. 
Initiation of Senators 

__________ ;..,.,...,._,;;;__,...., _____________ . -

LITERARY CORNER 
THE COMMONER'S COM
PLAINT OR, I DON'T COM
PREHEND 

"I go to church on Sunday; 
Bowling, two nights a week, 
And, when I am by one slapped 
I swivel the other cheek." 

"I work from eight 'til five. 
My possessions are fairly new; 
Eighty one ten is left to me 
When Sam gets his due." 

"I tune in the news at night. 
I cannot easily comprehend 
Those demonstrating radicals 
Drop-outs from a world of men." 

"They say to our establish-
ment," 

"Get the hell out of Vietnam," 
Styling non-conforming attire 
With white bands on the arm." 

"We are for peace," they say. 
"Look world groove our gigs. 
We don't clash with anyone 
Exceptthestinking, facistpigs." 

"I read in the newspapers 
About the ghetto section of 

town, 
And rampaging, looting, crowds 
Trying to burn our city down." 

"A bushy haired Black man; 
The original cool cat, 
Is rapping, steady rapping, 
Trying to tell me where it's at. " 

" I think they are communist . 
Those radicals who yell, 
About how rotten the country, 
Can all split to hell. " 

"Things are not the best here, 
But, we're greater than others 

about. 
Everything will fall into place 
Working its own way out. " 

A COM Student 

POLITICAL PICNIC 
A melodramatic political pic

nic was staged recently at 
Herman Park in Houston. If 
anyone who attended the rally 
took it seriously, leaving a 
more aware person, then I 
would think twice about his 
mental capacity. Billed as a 
" U.S. GET OUT NOW" demon-

. stration it began and ended 
as a "GET WHATEVER YOU 
HAVE TO SAY OFF YOUR 
CHEST" 

Since the speakers at the 
demonstration were rather 
obnoxious it seemed approp
riate that Houstons police 
were the same. We found them 
to be highly unco-operative, 
dedicated to serving the W.A.
S.P. community. Their idea of 
a communist starts with long 
hair and a beard and ends with 
the same. 

The day was a -triangle of 
mixed emotion, constructed 
with a bad attendance (300), 
speeches that could well build 
a better America, but spoken 
in such a way as to tum off 
ears that can be easily of
fended with senseless vulgar
ity, and topped by politically 
angered police. 

DEPARTMENT 
FEATURETTE 
Let a new earth rise. 
Let another world be born. 
Let a bloody peace be written 

in the sky. 
Let a second generation full 

of courage issue forth; 
1tet a loving freedom come 

to growth. 
Let a beauty full of healing 

and a strength of final 
clenching be the pulsing in 

our spirits and our blood. 
Let the martial songs .be writ

ten, let the dirges disap . -
pear. 

Let a race of men now rise 
and take control. 

-"For My People"
by 

Margaret Walker 
This verse expresses the cli

mate of the conference for the 
Fifty-Fourth Annual Meeting 
of the Association for the 
Study of Negro Life and His
tory, that took place in Bir
mingham, Alabama Oct. 8-12. 
The purpose of the convention . 
was to promote historical re
search and writing, to publish 
books on Negro life and his
tory, to promote the study of 
the Negro through schools, col
leges, churches , homes frater
nal groups, and clubs, and to 
bring about harmony between 
the races and acceptance by 
interpreting the history of 
one to the other. 

Mr. Allen Ginsberg and 
Miss Reed were representa
tives from College of the Main
land. They brought ideas for 
future Ethnic studies at Col
lege of the Mainland. 

Ideas were exchanged by 
young and old, black and 
white. Views were expressed 
and debated. It was a learn
ing session for everyone in
volved. 

It was interesting to hear 
from Miss Reed, that there 
was a debate between younger 
and older blacks as to the 
convention remammg inte
grated. However, it was just 
a small fa ction . Miss Reed 
spoke to John Hope Franklin, 
a famous Negro historian, 
about the convention becom
ing segregated and he sum
med it up very simply, "Stay 
with us, we can only progress 
together" . 

College of the Mainland 
will benefit greatly from the 
convention. We need to realize 
the importance of Ethnic His
tory. Dr. Andrew Billingsly, 
a major architect of -a pioneer
ing Ethnic Studies Department 
at the University of Califor
nia at Berkeley- believes, 
black studies is an opportun
ity for other people to learn 
about the black experience 
"from the black perspective." 

Both Negroes and whites 
need to learn about this ex
perience, he says, "but the way 
they need to learn it may be 
different. The same course may 
not do it for everybody." 

No matter how many cour
ses it takes, Ethnic studies 
are important for the growth . 
of understanding between 
blacks, browns and whites. 
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ENFORCEMENT COURSE 
Twenty law enforcement of

ficers heard Texas Legislator 
Dean Neugent make the open
ing speech for the first Basic 
Law Enforcement course of 
the Fall Semester at College 
of the Mainland classes being 
conducted in the Nessler Civic 
Center at Texas City. 

College of the Mainland con
ducts several Basic Law En
forcement courses each year 
for officers · here in Ga lveston 
County and other nearby coun
ties. 

The present class consists 
of three officers from Texas 
City Police Department, three 
from Freeport Police Depart
ment, one from West Colum
bia Police Department, two 
f-rom thP Rra :ms.County Sheriffs 
Office, and eleven from the 
Galveston Police Department. 

- - I - . 

• I I 
• • l ... • l " - : 

PARKING REGULATIONS 
Parking regulations as found 

in the Student Handbook shall 
be enforced at 8: oo a.m. No
vember 3, 1969. The Mainten
ance Department shall issue 
tickets . Offenders shall be 
tried by the Student Court. 

INTERCOM STAFF REVISITS BAY OF PIGS 
The Intercom staff was quite aeugnted when it recently accepted an in

·.-itatfo:i i~sued by thr IntPmatlonal Cleanliness Council to visit the country of 
Student Center. Student Center has been the sut>ject of many mmor:; iatel)· 
and it was decided that the I.C.C. should investigate .. 

The I.C.C. was brought into existence shortly after the world-wide litter 
disarmament. It has police powers in all nations concerning trash, litter, 
slop and garbage. The I.C.C. is headed by a secretary-general elected from· 
one of the member countries. The Secretary-General heads the executive 
section and is Commander-in-Chief of the military branch of the I.C.C., 
the Cleanliness Corps. The Cleanliness Corps is charged with cleaning up a 
country and policing the world for litter. Their motto is, PICK IT UP, 
THROW IT AWAY, AND IF IT WON'T THROW, BURN IT. The military 
head of the C.C. is currently a Hollander. The last two military heads 
were a Swede and a Swiss. Alas the United_ States has yet to be represented. 

The United States Ambassador is Mrs. Lyndon Baines Johnson, wife of 
ex-president Lynd.on Baines Johnson, who gained international prominence for 
her attempt to Keep .America 1 Beautiful. She is also Regional Head of 
the International Cleanliness Council for the United States and works closely 
with the Secretary-General and the Secretary of the Interior. . America has 
made amazing progress in the last twenty years but Mrs. Johnson says, 
"Certainly we have made a lot of progress. But there is much that remains 
to be done. As hard as we have worked on Keeping America Beautiful 
there was one big problem. Our motto was keep and we had not really 
started. Our biggest problem was where to start. All the big cities were 
clamoring to be first and quite a Jot of political pressure was being bro_ught 
to bear. Luckily the International Cleanliness Council was above mere national 
political pressure. I am happy to say that the Secretary-General gave me 
his full support. Trash is still our biggest problem but it finally looks like 
our programs of reeducation and rehabilitation of garbage dumps, converting 
them into park~, has taken hold. There is one thing that I would like to 

stress before the interview ends. It is an compliment to the American people. 
The only city in America that did not need extensive cleaning up was 
ttya~iliii.{;tVr. D.C." 

The expedition itself started on October 24 and continued until October 
28. The expedition was organized and was under the jurisdiction of the 
Cleanliness Corps. 

The staff must admit that we were quite scared and yet a little thrilled. 
There has been so much written about the Student Center that we wanted to 
see for ourselves. We couldn't believe all that we had read. After all we 
had been raised in a clean community and were not used to filth and 
really did not know what to look for. We were told that we wouldn't have 
any trouble recognizing filth. 

The expedition was into the interior of the Student Center (known as the 
black hole of Calcutta). We traveled for two days, moving steadily into 
the interior. It was on the third day that we encountered the enemy. All of 
the sudden we were set upon by savage cigarette butts. They were qf.!ite 
vicious. We managed to repulse them and continued on our way with our 
spirits unbroken but admittedly a mite corroded. Trea'ding our way through 
immense piles of litter we managed to make fairly good time. On the third 
day we came to the ocean, to a bay to be exact. That was the most 
terrible place that we had ever seen. The entire place could only be called 
the Bay of PIGS. There were cigarette butts everywhere but you couldn't 
see them for the crumpled paper cups. We lost three members of the C.C. in 
the goo pits. The goo pits are made up of stale coffee, sticky cola, and 
gooey hot chocolate. It was so bad that the Cleanliness Corps called for 
immediate reinforcements, declared a state of world emergency, and closed 
the area to civilians. The staff left immediately (and quite happily-we didn't • 
need any encouragement) . The last report that we had before printing 
was that some form of plauge had broken out and the entire' country of 
Student Center had to evacuate all of its citizens. 

ENGLISH STUDENTS BEWARE 
structor thinks a students has 
been apsent so manf time!> 
that it is unlikely he can fulfill 
the course objectives the stu
dent may be dropped by an 
instructor notifyingthe registar. 
The registrar will notify the 
student. If the student justifies 
his absence to his instructor 
and makes satisfactory ar
rangements to make up missed 
work, the instructor will notify 
the registrar. (4.) The fourth 
act is not treating the instruc
tors as colleagues. 

GOD IS ALIVE 
On October 1, a memorap

dum was sent to all the mem
bers of the Humanities Div-1-
sion. The subject of this me
morandum, from Mr. Don Bass, 
was student responsibility. 

Mr. Bass believes that some 
students learned irresponsibility 
in the past and it is revealed 
in four ways. (1.) Students 
who do not read their student 
documents for their courses. 
Much time and money have 
gone into the documents. (2.) 
Another irresponsible act is not 
accomplishing assigments. This 
is solely up to the student him
self. (3.) A third irresponsible 
act concerns students who wan
der into class late. Students 
are not permitted a set num
ber of "cuts." When the in-

Mr. Bass has asked all 
. members of his staff to of
ficially drop all :. tudents who 
do not attend. The last day 
for an instructor to drop a 
student with a "W", which 
means " withdrawal for personal 
reasons. 

Whoever says that God is 
dead is either uninformed or is 
joking. Because of a phenom
ena of nature, lightening struck 
a students car parked iri the 
student parking Jot on Thurs
day, October 30. There has been 
a vast resurgance of Calvanism 
on the College of the Main
land campus because of the 
battle between the student park
ing lot and heaven. One won
ders if the display of pyro
technics was meant to awe 
and amaze the masses or if it 
was an act of divine retribu
tion against student demonstra
tions and-or the educational 
system as a whole. Johnathan 
Edwa rds b currently in vogue 
and we lwar that Cotton Mather 

~• Y, NO' PLE,!Sf MIS;E£ ... 1}lf: GA.e8A6-E PUMP IS ou-r n/El<E ... 

is about to resurrect himself 
and is currently spinning in 

his grave. KEEP THE FAITH 
BABY! 
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RALLY .... 

COM STUDENTS SHOW SPIRIT 
The first basketball pep rally given last Thursday, Octo

ber 23, was a great success. Many of the COM students 
turned out for an outstanding rally which gave our Comets 
spirit to win over the Sportsman of Houston. · 

Although the cheerleaders were not quite organized 
they did a fine job for their first pep rally. 

Coach Ummel presented the team and gave a few com
ments about the team and their training for the game. He 
then introduced Dr. Cloud who spoke on the various hard
ships facing the Comets. Mr. Eckert and Dr. Stallworth 
were introduced and spoke on supporting the team 
and the cheerleaders. 

The cheerleaders then performed several appropriate 
cheers with the faculty and the student body giving 100 
per cent attention and spirit. Over all the pep rally went 
quite well and hearled the start of a great basketball 
season. We now stand two wins and no losses. 

COMETS SURVIVE Fl RST 
GAME IN TOURNAMENT 

Thursday, October 23 was the first game of the season 
for · C.O.M. basketball team, the Comets. Coach Ummel's
team made a fair showing. Ummel's comments: "We played 
lik~ a club that has been practicing three weeks which 
we have. We need improving in some places. Thursday 
was our first time playing anyone besides ourselves. Our 
first · game showed that we wanted to work together as 
a team. We want to hit the open man and play an ag
gressive team defense. In future practices we have to 
put au the little things together that make a team great. 

The Comets defense was quite aggressive. It was truly 
a great team effort. Everyone paced the ball very well. 
A Comet that performed well on defense was Clyde Jackson 
who intercepted about ten or more passes in the second 
half of the game. Other team members that contributed 
were WiUie Williams, who blocked attempts to score by the 
opposition, and Tom Michell, who made some fine blocks 
and several successful shots in the second half of the 
game. 

Offensive player Charles Campbell had a hot arm in 
the first half of the game scoring ten points. Lionel 
Williams had quite a few good drives and scored twelve 
points. Tom Michell scored from outside in the second 
half to bring his points up to nine. 

The Comets n~xt game will be Monday, October 27 at 
8: 30 in the gymnasium. The final score of the game was 
Comets 51 and Sportsman 47. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The Comets won their game on Mon-
day by a score of 48-36. 

BASS FORMS CHOIR 
The Choral Music Program Fall Semester, 1969 

I. Objectives 
A. Establish the identity of the choral group at College 

of the Mainland. 
B. Work toward a small program (10-15 minutes) 

1.-Christmas music 
2. A civic club program 

II Meetings 
A. Twice weekly 
B. Monday-Wednesday at 3: 00 p.m. in the Community 

Center (We will confirm the availablity of the room.) 
III. Materials, Equipment, Support and Director's salary 

A. Sheet music, folders, file space 
B. Music stand-lectern 
C. Piano 
D. Accompanist 
E. Mrs. Ummel 

IV. Expense of above 
A. $100.00 for sheet music 
B. Lecterns are available 
C. An upright piano is available in CCH; it may need 

tuning-$20.00. 
D. A volunteer accompanist may be available in the 

group; however, we may need to pay someone. Such a 
person is necessary: perhaps a $5.00 per hour salary is 
fair. Perhaps Margaret Egner will help us? 

E. I believe Mrs. Ummel should receive a salary of 
$375.00 this semester; all of these funds should come from 
the music budget in the Division of Humanities. 

F. Next semester chorus should be instituted on a 
credit basis, and should support itself. 

G. The group could, of course, use college transportation. 
H. $700.00 is the approximate outside cost of starting 

chorus this semester. 
V. Procedures for a beginning 
A. Approval of the Dean of Instruction 
B. Obtain addresses and phone numbers of the attached 

' list of interested students (in the mill) . 
C. Communicate-establish a group meeting in CCH 

3: 00 p.m., October 27th; acquaintance meeting-assign try
outs; hand out questionnaire. 

D. Purchase of music (week before) on 13th - 14th, etc. 
E. Try-outs on the 28th and 30th in the 1st Baptist 

Church. 
F. Nov. 3rd, begin practice regularly. 

VI Publicity , 
A. InterCom 
B. Walter Beene 
C. We wish to publicize a second try-out session on 

October 28th. 
We need decision on this proposal by Thursday, October 9th, 

if we are to impliment the choral program as suggested. 

the NEED FOR 
DATA PROCESSING 

By CHARLES F. MASSEY 
The need for data pro

cessing is an universal need. 
This need came about due to 
three major causes. First. a 
need arose for faster and more 
efficient methods of processing 
data. Second, a need arose to 
overcome the shortage of cleri
cal workers. Finally, the need 
to meet competition in every 
phase of business brought about 
data processing. 

The beginning of data pro
cessing came with EAM equip
ment, EAM stands for a family 
of machines that use punched 
cards in their operations. The 
family of EAM equipment in
cludes the key punch machine, 
the collator, the interpreter, 
the sorter, the reproducer,and 
the card to tape converter. 
Th.is equipment is built to 
do one or a combination of 
data processing functions
recording, sorting, calculating, 
and reporting by means of 
the punched card. EAM is of
ten used in a supporting role 
with the EDP or computer 
systems. 

EDP is an abbreviation for 
electronic data processing. In 
EDP, processed data is per
formed largely by electronic 
equipment. Computers have 
many advantages for the busi
ness world. It can do repetitive 
tasks at a remarkable fast 
speed. It can be as flexible 
or as specialized as it is de-

. sired. It can provide accurate 
answers and check itself on 
accuracy. With these advantages 
one would think that every 
business organization would 
have computers. With these ad
vantages, however, there are 
two major disadvantages. 

INTERCOM 
CIRCULATION 
INCREASE 

::::•:•:•:•=~=~=·=•:•:•=·=·=·=·=·=;:;:.:;:~:-:•:~:•:•:•:•:•:!:;:.:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:;:•:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:.:~::: 

The staff of the Intercom is 
proud to announce an increase 
of the circulation to three thou
sand copies. We are pleased 
to be a pa rt of the progressive 
·movement now existing on the 
COM campus . 

~ ~ j ~ •:•: THE INFORMER :::: ~ N 

ill By PAUL J. NOVAK !~ 
t Last month the Thumbs Up award was given to Dr. !~~~ 
:::: Stanley F. Yolles for his testimony on the subject of !:;: 
:::: marijuana. This month the one to get the award is Dr. :::: 
:::: Margaret Mead, noted American Anthropologist, for her :::: 
:::: speech before a Senate panel. Dr. Mead) a specialist ::;: 
:::: in primative cultures and a student of modern health ::.::. 
:::: problems told the subcommittee that continued prohibitions 
:::: against pot are doing greater damage to the nation than ::: 

HE'S WHAT HAPPENNING 
:::: the harmful effects on thos'! who use it to excess. Dr. ~ ...• ::-~: 
:::: Mead said "It doesn't lead to the excesses of behavior 
:::: that alcohol does. And it does not have the toxic· effects 
:::: of cigarets." She contends that marijuana is less dan- ~ .. =_:=_: 

:::: gerous than alcohol, should be legalized and that 16 

COACH. UMMEI, 

STUDENT 
SECRETARIES SPEAK 

Three College of the Main
land busmess majors recently 
presented a program to the 
La Marque High School Busi
ness Club. Miss Joan Ellis, 
secretarial intern to the Office 
of Civil Defense; Miss Carol 
Thomas, secretarial intern at 
Union Carbide Corporation; 
and Miss Loyce Gossie, teacher 
assistant for the Division of 
Business, presented on-the-
spot testimonies of their class 
and work experiences. 

Miss Elaine Mead, president 
of the Business Club at La 

Robert Egner, even sitting relaxed at his desk, radiates 
vitality and enthusiasm. Beside his desk is a collection 
of literature testifying to that vitality; he is the author 
of three books: His first, Bertrand Russel's Best, pubUsbed 
first in London, then in New York, bas been translated 
into nine languages and has sold over a million copies. 
The Basic Writings of Bertrand Russell, Egner's second 
book~ also published first in London and then in New 
York, and also translated into nine languages, was called 
"the book of the year in philosophy" by Life in 1962. 
Egner's third book, Art and Music in the Humanities, has 
been adopted as a text in over one hundred colleges 
in the United States. And his fourth book, a joint work 
of Egner and Dr. Herb Stallworth, is in the process of 
being written; it will be titled Philosophy in Human 
Affairs. 

While producing his first three books, Egner was also 
teaching-first a.t Northland College in Wisconsin, then at 
Mi~mi Dade Junior College in Miami, Florida, later at 
Western Piedmont Community College in North Carolina. 
Since July 1, 1969, he has been with College of the 
Mainland, where he teaches classes in Philosophy and in 
Music. Music? Yes, admits Egner, it's unusual to teach 
both Philosophy and Music; it's a combination you don't 
often see-but the one he Likes best. Almost as an after
thought he adds that he once traveled with Benny Good
man's band, as a sax player. 

Asked for a statement about College of the Mainland, 

Marque High School; Mrs. 
Charlotte Jaggers, sponsor; 
and Mrs. Dorothy E. McNutt, 
Chairman of the Division of 
Business at the College, spon
sored the panel which was in
troduced by Mrs. Dorothy E. 
McNutt. 

BOOKSTORE 
SHIRTS SHORTS 
SWEAT SHIRTS 
JACKETS 
ALL° 25 PER CENT OFF LIST 
PRICES 

:::: should be the minimum age for it's use. Dr. Mead is one ·::: 
:::: of the beautiful people. :·~::~:.~:: 
:::: Claude Kirk, governor of Florida, had the nerve to call 
:::: Dr. Mead a dirty old lady for advocating legalization of 
:::: marijuana for persons 16 and over. Governor Kirk is the •·• 
;::: same person who invited Gentle Ben ( a bear! ) to a cele- ::;: 
:::: brity party to be held November fifth in Fort Lauderdale. -::: 
:::: With so much talk today of how a leader of tommorow, the .::: 
:::: youth, will 'be, one should stop and examine the C'urrent •·• 
:,;~-~ leaders and see how they are doing things. : .. ·.~~:~• 
,:•: Moratorium '. . .. 
:~:~ Plans are bein_g made for a mass rally in support of :::: 
:::: the Viet Nam Moratorium in November. The Mor:!tnrium. :::: 
:::: will be held in Galveston at Ken,pner Park on November '.~.~~. 
:::: 15. A meeting has been set up for organization purposes and 
::;: the results will be forthcoming. :::: 
.::: What is being done about keeping non-students out of :.= .. ~.-~. 

:::: the Student Center? 
❖ ~ 
;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:❖:•:-:❖:-:-:-:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:•:•:-:-:-:-:•:•:❖:-:-:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:❖:-:❖:❖:-:-:•i=:: 

he said, .. wen I'm very happy to be here; the reason is 
because of the unique philosophy of this school. Here at 
College of the Mainland it is our earnest hope to imple
ment the philosophy of democracy, and to show that in 
a democratic culture human beings ought to be treated 
as human beings-that students, for example, ought to be 
treated as colleagues in the educational enterprise, and 
not as servants. In many traditional colleges, the pro
fessor is lawgiver and judge, and the student is not treated 
like a junior colleague; he is treated just like a piece 
of furniture." Egne~ had been looking very serious but 
now he paused, and with a chuckle added, "And as 
Walter Cronkite says, 'And that's the way it is, October 
30, 1969. Good evening. This is CBS News:"' 



STUDENTS IN CO-OP PROGRAM 
Business Major students in

volved in the coop program 
have two roles, they are stu
dent and secretaries. 

The intern in the coop pro
gram are Lupe Nieto and Carol 
Thomas, Union Carbide; Nancy 
Brouillard. Amoco; Linda Pla
sek, Monsanto; Beverly Dou-: 
glas, Texas City Refinery· Cy
thia Dinklage and Shirley 'wag
ner, County Memorial Hospi
tal; Joan Ellis, Civil Defense; 
Karen Gerky, Central Data . 
Processing; and Dana Sue 
Guthrie, Chamber of Com
merce. An objective for the 
coop student will be making 
color slides of l~e business 

..division in which they are work-

ing. The slides will be accom
panied by a visual presentat
i~n and tape for students in-
terested in the coop program. 
Also, if any business major 
student is interested in the 
coop_ pr?gJ'am for the spring; 
!tpphcatlons are available in 
~rs. McNutt's office, Nov. 26, 
is the deadline for entering 
applications. 

College of the Mainland Chap
ter of Future Secretaries As
sociation will meet November 
17 from 6 to 6: 30 p.m. in room 
A 112. Cynthia Dinklage FSA 
President and all chapter 'mem
bers extend a cordial welcome 
to all interested students. 

MORATORIUM 
Kempner Park - Galveston 

November 15, 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

AUDIO VISUAL 

TUTORIAL CONCEPT 
Mrs. Ann Bennick, Business 

Education Instructor at ColJege 
of the Mainland, spoke at the 
Office Occupations Workshop 
held at DaJlas recently by 
the Texas Education Agency. 
The title of her speech was 
"Audio-Visual, Tutorial Concept 
as Applied to Business Mach
ines." She used slides and films 
and explained how sound film 
loops and slides correlated 
with taped instructions can aid 
in the teaching of business 
machines. The materials she 
used were developed by her 
at College of the Mainland for 
use in teaching business ma
chines to COM students. This 
new system will allow all the 
students in the class to study 
and work with different mach
ines at the same time while 
receiving needed assistance 
or direction from the instructor 
'on an individual basis. 

The student can work inde
pendently on any machine by 
using the film loops, slides 
and taped instructions. He can 
do this in class or in the inde
pendent study lab, and he can 
also obtain information from 
the instructor as needed in 
class or from the study lab 
technician when utilizing the 
equipment in the lab. 

Considerable work is being 
done by Mrs. Ann Bennick and 
her associates in the Business 
Education Division to prepare 
the needed filmed and taped 
programs in order that this 
system can be implemented in 
the Fall of 1970 at College of 
the Mainland. 

Mrs. Dorothy McNutt, chair
man of the Division of Busin
ess, said, "The Audio Visual 
Tutorial Concept represents a 
'giant step' toward individual
ized instruction for students 
in the Division of Business at 

, COM. Mrs. Ann Bennick rep
resents the innovative spirit 
required of all COM instruc
tors." 

DANCE DATES 
CHANGE 

It has been necessary to 
_change the dates of the school 
dances for the school year 
1969-1970. The dance will be 
held on Friday, November 
7, 1969; Saturday, December 
13, 1969; and Friday, May 1 
1970. ' 

SECRETARIAL 
STAFF INCREASES 

College of the Mainland 
announces expansion of its 
secretarial staff this fall. Se
ven new secretaries have been 
employed. They are: 

Mrs. Dee Bruggman Secre
tary in the library. Dee is 
graduate of Texas City High 
and a sophomore at College of 
the Mainland. Her family has 
lived in Galveston County for 
many years; in fact, the Pal
mer Highway in Texas City 
was reportedly named after 
her father R. W. Palmer, County 
C ,rn.missioner,Galveston County 
tor approximately 15 years. 

Mrs. Iris Hirsch is Dup
licating Machines Operator in 
the Business Administration 
office. She is from La Marque 
and is a sophomore at College 
of the Mainland. 

Mrs. Vicki Jones is Keypunch 
Operator in the Division of 
Business Occupations. Vicki is 
a graduate of Texas City 
High and has attended North 
Texas State University Alvin 
Junior College, and Stephen F. 
Austin State University. 

Mrs. Dallene Owens is Sec
retary to Mr. Dan Doyle 
Coordinator of Student Recruit
ment, Financial Aids and 
Placement in the Student Per
sonnel Services Division. She 
is from Wharton, Texas origin
ally, but a graduate of Texas 
City Central High and also a 
sophomore at College of the 
Mainland. 

Mrs. Marie Pate is Sec
retary to Mr. Larry Smith 
Director of Adult Educatio~ 
'and Community Services. She 
is a graduate of Longview 
High School and has completed 
three years at Baylor University. 
For the last seven years she 
was Secretary to Dr. Dave 
Engm.ann formerly Superinten
dent of Texas City Independent 
School District. 

Miss Tillie Phillips is a Sec
retary in the library. Tillie 
is from Wharton, Texas where 
she finished high school, but 
since that time she attended 
the University of Texas Medi
cal Branch, Alvin Junior Colege, 
and College of the Mainland 
where she graduated last 
May with the Associate in Ap
plied Science Degree. · 

Mrs. Margaret Silvertooth is 
a Secretary in the library. 
She is from Dayton, Ohio 
where she attended high school, 
but now a resident of Texas 
City and a student at College 
of the Ma inland. 
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A D~?!~s~T FOR DRAFTBOARD LETTERS . ACCREi>1rAr10N 
Hi, this is to inform you fine gentlemen at my draft IS NEAR 

boa_rd that I am a full time student at College of the 
Mainland. Although I feel badly asking for a student de
ferment I thought in order to serv the great leaders 
of to~ay I s~ould get a college education. I support the 
Selective Service System to its fullest extent In fact h 
·r have . the opportunity to have a on 1· am go'in; ~~ 
name hun _ 1:,ew1s after General Hershey, my idol. Thank 
you for givmg me this time from your busy schedule. 

PERSONALITY 
FOCUS 

SANDRA LOPEZ 

Sandra Lopei,1ike many other 
students, discovered that going 
:mt to work after graduation 
was quite an ordeal since she 
had no business · experience. 
She then set forth to get a 
general education as well as the 
basic skills to go out and work 
as a future Secretary. · 

Sandra is now a Freshman 
taking 12 hours for the 1-year 
Gene~al Secretarial Program. 
She 1s also a part-time em
ployee for Mrs. McNutt in the 
business department where she 
is now receiving the ~xperience 
she needed when she went out 
and is preparing herself for 
the future. 

She is enthusiastic about the 
uo~orning_ athleti<: games and 
enJoyed watching the perfor
mance given by the cheer
leaders last Thursday. Sandra 
also commented on last Wed
nesday's moratorium. She was 
pleased with the objective re
porting done by the Intercom 
staff participating on the views 
and impressions about the Viet
Nam War. She herself has 
a':1 older brother serving in 
Viet Nam and would like to 
see the war come to a peace
ful end. She feels that though 
the moratorium may have not 
accomplished a beginning of 
the end, but at least it re
cognized the pro!Jlem and has 
not totally forgotten its ser
vicemen abros1d. 

BEAUTIFICATION 
COUNCIL 

The College Beautification 
: Council announces the opening 
of a drive to .secure plants, 
shrubs and funds for landscap
ing College of the Mainland's 
new campus at 8001 Palmer 
Highway. · 

Mrs. Gwen Neugent, Dick
inson, chairman of the council, 
said that some donations of 
plants and money have already 
been received. She said that 
5 of the 26 separate plots have 
already been assigned to in
terested citizens and organi
zations who have heard of the 
project, that 20 percent of the 
goal has been reached and that 
all members of the council 
will work toward informing 
all citizens in the College Dis
trict of the remaining require
ments to beautify our campus. 

Mrs. John Mason of Texas 
City is vice chairman of the 
council. Other members from 
throughout the College District 
serve on the council which is 
designed to advise~ aid and as
sist in beautification of the 
College. 

Love and Kisses 

THEGROOVE 
A Musical Review 

By TOM WOOLDRIGE 
BARABAJ AGAL-Donovan 

In a day when musical art
ists are constantly changing 
styles and approaches to their 
music, Donovan Leitch stays 
as close to home as anyone. 
He's a stylist who's carved 
out his own niche and within 
the relatively narrow confines 
of the approach he's unbeat
able-and, of course, immediate
ly recognizable. 

In bis current "new" re
cording, BARABAJ AGAL with 
the. exception of the op~ning 
title cut ( assisted by the Jeff 
Beck Group) Donovan is un
mistakably Donovan. 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

AVAILABLE 
The Scholarship Committee at 

College of the Mainland has an
nounced the availability of schol~ 
arshipsforthe1969-70schoolyear. 
Applications are available in 
the Financial Aid Office. There 
are scholarships av ail able in both 
vocational and in academic cur
riculums. 

At the present time students 
enrolled under the scholarship 
program are: 

Denise Carraway $100.00, La 
Marque Jaycee-etts 

Mark Skyiepal. 125.00 La · 
Marque Kiwanis 

Vernadine Woodard, 250.00, 
La Marque Alumnae Cbapter 
Delta Sigma Theta 

Joan Ellis, 100.00, National 
Secretaries Assoc. 

Alice Little, 50.00, Dickinson 

Rotary Club 
Gregory MacKenna, 50.00, 

Dickinson Rotary Club 
Joseph Jackson, 75.00, Athlet

ic Scbolarship 1 

Clyde Jackson, 75.00, Athletic 
Scholarship 

Willie Williams, 75.00, Athlet
ic Scholarship 

Louie Delesandri, 75.00 Ath-
letic Scholarship ' 

Thomas Michell, 75.00, Athlet
ic Scholarship 

Charles Campbell, 75.00, 
Athletic Scholarship 

The Committee will review 
all applications from the student 
body and from anyone in the 
community who plans to attend 
College of the Mainland. Schol
arships have been provided by 
individuals and by organiza
tions since the college began. 
Those who have given com
mittments for continuing 
awards will be listed in the 
College Catalog in future pub
lications. 

Dr. Stallworth stated that 
an effective Scholarship Pro- · 
gram is an integral part of 
the college system. It is a means 
by which organizations and 
members of the community 
can participate with the coll
ege in developing incentives 
and assisting deserving stu
dents. Stallworth said, "The 
country and this community 
are made stronger when any 
s,tudent is helped to attend 
college any length Qf time. 
Citizens and organizations who 
provide schola dhips-regard
less of amount-make possible 
the miracle of human growth 
and development." 

Representatives of CoJlege 
of the Mainland appeared 
before the Admissions Com
mittee of the Southern Associa
tion of College and Schools 
in Atlanta, Georgia, October 
14, 1969. The College delega
tion included Dr.. Fred Taylor, 
Dean of Instruction, Dr. Jack 
Elsom, Dean of Student Per
sonel Services, Mr. Ed Brown 
Director of Administrativ~ 
Services, and Dr. Herbert F·. 
Stallworth, President. Dr. Stall
worth stated: "The Southerl'l 
Association of Colleges and 
Schools will meet in Dallas 
around the first of December 
and action on our application 
for accreditation will be an
nounced at that tim,· " ~ 

INVESTMENTS 
COURSE TO 

BE TAUGHT 
An Investments Course start

ing November 6, 1969, at 6: 30 
p.m. is announced by College 
of the Mainland. Classes will 
be held weekly from 6: 30 to 
9: 30 on Thursday nights at 
the College. 

Jack Ellison, stock broker 
at Dittman and Co. in Hous
ton will be the instructor. He 
will conduct a series of lec
tures on investments in stocks 
bonds, and mutual funds. Th~ 
lectures will cover such points 
as the development oi cor
porations and a -corporation 
going public. The "over the 
counter" market will be dis
cussed as well as the "listed" 
market of the stock exchanges. 

A comprehensive study of 
various mutual funds and mu
tual fund organization and func
tion will be presented. Eval
uation of various industries 
and companies in these in
dustrial areas will be made. 

Persons desiring to register 
for the course should contact 
College of the Mainland Adult 
Education Office at 945-9381 
or visit the office which re
mains open until 6: 00 p.m. 
on Tuesday and Thursday nights 
at 110 Eighth Street South. 

LANDSCAPING 
The Texas City Garden Club 

has donated $379.50 to College 
of the Mainland Foundation 
for landscaping of the new cam
pus. 

The Garden Club selected 
plots B, C, D, and E, the 
four plots surrounding the lake 
on the north side of the cam
pus and provided money to 
purchase all pi ants for these 
four plots. 

An individual of the college 
staff has pledged funds for 
all plants in plot U, leaving 
21 plots of the total 26 still 
to be assigned, however other 
contributions have been re
ceived from individuals and 
organizations in the college 
district. Approximately 20 per 
cent of the r.equired $12,500 
has already been donated or 
pledged to the Foundation. 

Members of the College Beau
tification Council are: Mrs. 
Dean Neugent, Dickinson, chair
man; Mrs John C. Mason, vice 
chairman. Other members are 
Mrs. John Agee, Dickinson; 
Mrs. J.W. Arrington, Jr., La 
Marque; Mrs. Mae S. Bruce 
Alta Loma; Mrs. Oscar Dixon' 
Texas City; Mrs. G.M. Prescott: 
Alta Loma; Mrs. Hall Pruett 
La Marque; Mrs. George Speck: 
Texas City; and Mrs. J. C. 
Young, Texas City. 
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PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE OF COM 
College of the Mainland exists 

solely to fulfill the Democratic 
Ideal through education. The 
institution is committed to 
provide a broad range of 
programs; to invite and re
cruit citizens o( all conditions 
to use its services; to use edu
cational diagnosis and coun
seling to insure the greatest 
possibility of success of the 
student; to establish and 
maintain a decent and respon
sible human fellowship within 
the college; to keep cost of 
attendance to the lowest pos
sible level; and to improve 
teaching and learning through 
experimentation and innova
tion. 

College of the Mainland of
fers two-year liberal arts pro
grams leading to an Associate 
of Arts Degree, two-year college 
parallel programs for those who 
wish to transfer to senior in
stitutions, two-year technical 
programs for those who wish 
to enter employment upon 
graduation, one-year vocational 
programs, an apprenticeship 
training program conducted 
in cooperation with local in
dustry, a variety of continuing 
educational opportunities for 
adults and a guidance and 
placement service for all stu
dents. 

Tuition for resffienrs 01 tire 
·college district is only $5Q.OO 
per semester for 10 or more 
hours, and it is $60.00 per semes
ter for 'nondistrict residents and 
$200.00 per semester for out
of-state residents. These mini
mums· are the lowest allowed 
by the State and the College 
offers financial assistance for 
those who need it in order to 
attend. It is a part of the 
philosophy of the College to 
keep costs to an absolute 
minimum in order that the 
maximum number of persons 
may make use of this educa
tional facility regardless of 
their financial status. 

Representatives of College 
of the Mainland appeared 
before the Admissions 
Committee of the Southern 
Association of Colleges and 
Schools in Atlanta, Georgia, 
October 14, 1969. The College 
delegation included Dr. Fred 
Taylor, Dean of Instruction; 
Dr. Jack Elsom, Dean of Stu
dent Personnel Services; Mr. 
Ed Brown, Director of Ad
ministrative Services; and Dr. 
Herbert F. Stallworth, President. 
Dr. Stallworth stated: "The 
Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools will meet in Dallas 
around the first of December 
and action on our application 
for accreditation will be 
announced at that time." 

COLLEGE OF THE 
MAINLAND 

Ttl District 
;:i I.S.D.'s 
Population est. 100,000 

1969 School Population - Sr. 
Hi Schools 5,716 3 grades 

Jr. Hi Schools 5,702 

Elementary 10,639 
Total 22,057 

Hi Schools about 30 percent 
Srs. - 1,614 

Prior to C.O.M. est, 50 per 
cent went to college - 802 

When C.O.M. moves to new 
campus it is estimated that at 
least 80 per cent will get some 
academic training 1,292 

More and more will stay at 
home and get their training at · 
College of the Mainland for 
the following reasons: 

1. Economics financial 
Away costs - From $1,500 -
$3,000 each year. Home - $400 
cash plus transportation plus 
room and board at home 

2. Tougher entrance require
ments. 

3. Inertia - will go close to 
home. Will not go away. 

4. Extensive Technical- Vo-

cational department not avail
able at Sr. Universities. 

5. Adults who have always 
wanted to complete or further 
education will go. 

6. Learning for pure pleas
ure when convenient and avail
able. 

Experience at College of 
the Mainland so far: 

Started Fall '67 People 414 
Spring968 659 
1st Su1hmer '68 117 
2nd Summer '68 65 
Fall '68 918 
Spring '69 1,313 
1st Summer '69 555 
2nd Summer '69 504 
Fall '69 1,812 
Staff-
Administrators 
Faculty 
Secretaries, 

todial 
Total 
Financial -

Clerical, 

12 
37 

Cus-
28 
77 

Assessed value at 25 percent 
- 1969 est. $287 million 

Allowable tax rate 30 cents
$100 assessed value of which 
2 cents must be reserved for 
debt service this year. Next 
year 7 cents' will be needed 
(reason). 28 x 287 x .92 equals 
$750 Thousand. Budget 1969-70 
1.3 Million. Income 1969-70 
1,306,066. Made up of; 
Z6.59 per cent State Aid 347,320 
"2.87 percent l''ederai rod 87,450 
66.74 percent Local funds 871,621 
3.80 percent Misc. Income 

The State Aid will go up a 
little because the Legislature 

· approved 575- F.T.S.E. $550 in 
our budget. plus $14 million. 
Future--

Budget for 1970-71 - est. $1.7 
Million 

Students for 1970-71 - est. 
2,250 

Assessed value for 1970-71 
300 Million 

Using our past experience 
as a criterion, we will fall 
short of the necessary funds 
to finance the program projec
ted for the year 1970-71. 

Have two alternates - get 
more money or limit the pro
gram. 

It should be mentioned here 
what has been done to stretch 
the bond money voted in '67 -
$2,850,000. 

We have received in Federal 
and State Funds approximately 
$1,602,000 for buildings and 
equipment, 37 percent of total, 
or a total of $4,452,000. 

Needed for completion of 
campus and for anticipated 
growth. 

1.. _Physical Education Build
ing (µym, Swimming Pool, 
Activity Rooms, Class and Of
fice rooms) 

2. Fine Arts for Art, 
Drama and Music 

Art 
Painting 
Ceramics 
Sculpture 

Classrooms 
Drama 

Theatre 
Classrooms 
Dressing, etc. 

Music 
Appreciation 
Vocal 
Instrument 
Classrooms 
Offices 

3. College Center 
Student Activity 
Student Government 
Student Newspaper 
Bookstore 
Food service 
Lounges 
Counselors Office 
Reading and Recreation 

Rooms 
4. Expansion of 
A. Science 
B. Technical-Vocational 
C. Utilities 
5. Further sitework 
Leveling and landscaping 
Sports fields 
Additional parking space 

We calculate this program 
will cost on the order of $3 
Million. 

This project can develop into 
a fine learning and cultural 
center_ for Galveston County 
· if we are willing to help fi-
nance it. 

As soon as we can f"malize 
our needs and occupy the new 
campus we expect to ask that 
you help to make this a first
class institution which will 
serve the needs of all the people 
in the district in every way. 

Mr H. K. Eckert 
President 

Board of Trustees, COM 

SOME THOUGHTS 
ON WISE AND 
SAGE AIRS 
QUITE AN ENUMERATION 
OF CRYPTIC AND METAPHY
SICAL THOUGHTS AS WELL 
AS STATEMENTS ON THE 
STATE OF HUMANITY AS 
WRITTEN ON THE LYRIC 
TYPEWRITER OF THIS 
GENERATIONS HORATIO 
AT ~~D 111 A..: u:ri..r-..n;,n 

..n..uu£1.U, n,rri.:n;v tY.1:1--.1,~.L" 

Now is the time of !dying. 
Hope we can all die in a state 
of grace comminsurate with 
our own conceptions of dignity. 
In the hopes of a better tomor
row (today is already shot 
to hell) we commend our souls 
to the deep and the vast, 
uncharted wastes of Never
Never Land. Puckish humor is 
rampant today. Rampant on a 
field of silver clover. Silver 
clover imported from Dover. 
Dover as we all know is a town 
in the Mesopotamian hierarchy 
and ranks tenth in the world 
for natural wonders and second 
in the universe for ·unnatural 
pleasures and perverted vices. 
Vice is the nicest thing in the 
world, quite the nicest. Fancy 
that! It grows quite wild in the 
wilds and in the urban, tech
nological, sterile, purile, society 
o!today ( which is already shot 
to hell). One is inclined to be
lieve that today's culture was 
shot down in flames shortly 
after attempting to soar into 
the sublime, astral sphere of 
the intellect. TI:te road signs of 
the mind were torn down 
many years previously and the 
only sign that did · remain was 
a combo: KEEP OFF THE 
GRASS and TRESSP ASSERS 
WILL BE PROSECUTED! Ano
ther that might be put up is 
THIS ROAD CLOSED. A shame 
but true. Valuing truth above 
all the other supernal values. 
Shocking behavior. Gentlemen; 
"Let us reason together in the 
paths of peace and righteousness 
for His name's sake." Trite, 
and in most circles very boring, 
boring into the worm infested 
interior of the inside. 
A rambling dissertation that 

should be taken seriously is 
neverdevoid of three ingredients: 
namely and to wit, sex, sadism, 
and the seducor. Allah be prais
ed, a miracle. The statesman 
have been struck dumb and the 
diplomats have been crucified. 
How very allogorical! How 
very clever! In the rarified at
mosphere of the circles inhabi
tated by those who do not 
breathe oxygen many things are 
said with a wise and sage air 
by those wno are notea 10r 
their wise and sage airs. The 
things that are said are very 
wise and sage. 

INSIDE THE SENATE 
President Latimer's Adminis
tration to date. The Senate 
is in training for Parliamentary 
Procedures. 

LOVE IS. • • Love ~s a groovy thing between two people ... Doug L. 
Love ts not normal. 

• • 
Lov~ is something you can catch on a fly by night exper-

1e~ce and keep for the rest of your life ... Sonny K. 
Love 1s the fear· of knowing the end is near ... Linda B. 
Love is something that can't be defined by words alone ... 

Paul N. 
Love is dignified by emotion ... Gerald S. 
Love is Private ... Rose N. 
Love isn't ... Joe S. 
Love is the sharing of being ... Max W. 
Love, like the atom, fs greater than the sum of its parts ... 

Faculty 
Love is impoissible, but probable ... Mark D.V. 
Love is Lupe, Linda Sue, Eva, Brenda, Martha, Suzanne, Rose, 

and Fay Fay ... John H. 
Love is a four letter word ... Unknown 
Love is the misconception of life ... Unknown 
Love is the tinker toy of the mentally unstable ... Unknown 
Love is children ... Faculty 
Love is something to do ... Willie 
Love is a one way affair-down ... Unknown 
Love is two fools chasing after each other ... L.W. 
Love is the folly of a man's life ... D.S. 
Love is love . .. Unknown 

LITERARY CORNER 
STANDING ROOM ONLY 

The-.Jehovah's witness came to He stood robed and starry 
the path crowned, 

And pushed at the closed gate. Arms folded across the chest. 
Which was locked, perplexing He would not knock for entrance 

him. His faith was of the best. 
Why should he have to wait? 

He trodded the trails of life, 
In hopes of converting a few, 
But minor were his efforts 
Of combining the old and new. 

He had suffered by believing 
such; 

Been taunted when he spoke 
And there was quite a thin line 
Between humility and the joke. 

The Quaker came to the path 
(And the Witness stood away) 
Wearing a sober expression 
And colors of the dullest gray. 

He banged at the iron fence, 
And shook with all his strength. 
He pulled and pressed and 

jerked, 
Until effort failed him at length. 

He'd been an industrious guy; 
Compassionate for his fellow man 
And it was confusing as to why 
They would not let him in. 

A Catholic came to the path 
And glanced at the other beings; 
The shining collar and roving eyes 
Seeing and not seeing. 

Rosary had been said for him 
And the Pope would intercede. 
Why should he hail out, 
When there was no need? 

A Baptist came up the path 
With a bottle of spirits in tow. 
A Protestant holding on the arm 
And others raised the brow. 

Unsure-footed they poised 
And slurred into the gate. 
Receiving no acknowledgement 

in return, 

They sat their inebriated weight. 

They took no notice of the three 
(Giving a disdainful air) 
Starting a game of poker; 
Neither giving a small care. 

The Atheist came upon the path 
Ridiculing the other men, 
And never hesitating to knock 
Pushed his way right in. 

He reappeared a while later 
And with the greatest ease, 
Asked the awestruck little group 
To step this way, please. 

A COM STUDF.NT 

POLICE OFFICERS VISIT 
CAMPUS ON RECRUITING DRIVE 

Officer E.M. Whitehead of the Houston Police Depart
ment will be on campus to talk with anyone interested in 
police work, especially those interested in working with 
the Houston Police Department. 

Both male and female students are invited to come by 
and talk with Officer Whitehead. 

November 5, 1969 from 9: 00 a.m. until he leaves is 
the time set for recruitment. There . will be a table set 
up in the Bldg. A for those interested in a rapidly chang
ing, exciting and useful career in which they are only 
limited by their own desire. 

Students who are interested may want to make an 
appointment thl'ough Mrs. Warren's offices although ap
pointments are not required. 
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Marijuana - Pro's And Con's 
Marij.uana-The 
Choice Is Yours 

There is argument over the 
good and bad ot marijuana. 
The question is should mari
juana be legalized or pro
hibited. Many well-known doc
tors, scientists, and anthropolo
gists believe that the use of 
marijuana should be permit
ted. 

Dr. Margret Mead, dean of 
American anthropologists, said 
that marijuana is less danger
ous than alcohol, should be 
legalized, and sixteen should be 
the minimum age for its use. 
She said, "I do not find it some
thing that I need. But if I were 
young today I sure would be 
using marijuana." Dr. Mead 
also said that marijuana does 
Mt lead to excesses of behav
ior that alcohol causes and that 
it does not have the toxic ef
fects of cigarettes. Marijuana 
is not harmful unless used in 
·enormous amounts over a long 
period of time. 

Dr. Stanley F. Yalies, direc
tor of the National Institute 
of Mental Health (NIMH) said 
that marijuana Is ·a mild drug 
and rarely leads to crime, 
sex, . or to . the use of more 
dangerous drugs. "He said 
the United States · has 
for years based its drug laws 
on 'fables' ignoring facts well
documented in science." 
One of the misconceptions 
about marijuana is that it is 
addictive. Research bas shown 
that this is not the case, that 
tolerance to its effects and · 
symptoms of sudden withdrawal 
do not usually occur. · 

People say that pot leads 
to crime. In fact, users of pot 
tend to be passive , • rarely 
criminal. . Marijuana allows a 
person to loosen bis self
control and inhibitions. 

One of the main things said 
about marijuana is that it 
leads to hefOin. Less than five 
percent of the chronic users 
of marijuana , ever go on 
to heroin. · ·· - . 

Although the · use of mari
juana is against the law over 
twelve million Americans have 
used the drug within the past 
year. Marijuana is not a oar- · 
cotic but a very mild hallu
cinogen. The principal known 
danger of marijuana is that 
some people may become 
psychologically dependent on it 
apd withdraw from copi~ with 
everyday problems and reality. 
The . same thing can happen 
with coffee. cokes, or cigar- · 
ettes. 

. The effects of the drug are 
variable, depending upon the 
users mood, quality and quan
tity of marijuana, and .the us
ers own experience with the 
drug. Marijuana ' comes in two 
· asic forms-hashish (resin) 

and grass (leaf). Other effects 
of marijuana are~ relaxation 
of the state of mind, sensually 
conceptive, and time expand
ing. It may also make the user 
dispell his problems and lead 
to an insight on life. There 
may also be an increase in 
appetite, a slight increase of 
the pulse rate, a dryness in 
the Ciroat and acute panic 
reactions. 

Dr. James F. Goddard, direc
tor of the United States Food 
and Drug Administration is 
against marijuana saying, 
"In. the case of marijuana, we 
will know in a very few years 
how harmful it is-or it is not. 
H It tum!il out to be relatively 
harmless, we will be embar
rassed by harsh laws that 
made innocent people· suffer." 

Marijuana is not exclusively 
osed by 'Long-haired weirdos' 
or by 'short-haired freaks', but 
also by middle-aged profes
sional people. In Detroit a 
group of lawyers and s.ome 
execQtives got together and bad 
a 'cocktail-party' featuring wine 
and pot. Marijuana is spread
ing fast into the middle-class 
and quickly becoming . an 
institution. 

Since marijuana is . becom
ing popular in America many 
things are being done to con
. tain its spread. The United 
States Customs agents are 
bearing down on professional 
smuggling, with planes, boats 
and mobile radar units. On 
the border between the ·united 
States and . the Republic of 
Mexico Operation Intercept 
was set up and flopped. 

Some questions have been' 
raised about. the severity of 
the laws concertling marijuana. 
Pos.session of marijuana is a 
felony punishable by a prison 
sentence ranging from a year 
to life. 

In this reporters opinion, 
along with Dr. Mead's, mari
juana. should be legalized with 
·sixteen the minimum age for 
its use. With further research 
we believe that tlte state and · 
national governments will be 
quite embarrassed by tlie harsh 
and stringent laws now on the · 
books. These laws we believe . 
have made many innocent 
people suffer ostracism and · 
social Injustice. We feel also 
,that marijuana is not harmful. 
At least not as harmful as 
Calcium Cyclanate used in · 
diet drinks such as Diet-Cola, 
Fresca and other artifically 
sweetened soft drinks. If 
marijuana is not legalized, we 
estimate that over half the · 
population of the United States 
will be in jail or will have ser- · 
ved a prison sentence for · 
possession. · 

Com Interviews 
Community On 

Marijuana 
F.ditors note: 

The following are interviews 
with different members of 
the community. We: asked a 
doctor, a priest, and a police
man. Here are their views. 

Interview with a member of 
the Texas City Police· Depart
ment: 

1: Do you think marijuana 
should be legalized? · 

As far as I'm concerned I 
don't see where legalizing It 
would help out any. 

2. What do you feel about 
the people who say marijuana 
is not harmful? · 

I . noticed these people 
are supposed to be learned 

. and everything that is coming 
out with this but I 'm kinda 1 
of old, but I read Ann Landers 
and I've noticed some of the 
kids writing to them and they 
give a different view from what 

· adults are giving right now. 
3. What is the highest per

·centage using age group? -
. I ·would say it ts . the late 
teens. 

. Interview with Dr; J. W. 
O'Bryant, Texas ·city physician, 
on the legalization and use of 
marijuana. 

Dr. O'Bryant indicated that 
h~ c.»nsldered legalization of 
.the use of marijuana the only .. 
solution to ·the present prob
lem with it. Tl\e legal ·restric• 
tions are, · in bis opinion, un~ 
_realistic and Ineffective, mari
juana being readily available 
to the de'termined user: And-

. since the ·sources of it are the · 
same as · ihose of the · hard · 
drugs, the bµyer is brougllt into 
contact with those drqgs, and 
possibly into the use of them 
thereby . . • · • . · 

H the drug were -legalized; 
what of possible . abuse by the 
user? 

Dr. O'Bryant p'ointed out that 
proper use pf drugs and medi
cations is a.n individual matter, 
that misuse of as common a 
medication as aspirin, for 
example, definitely exists, · but 
'that there is no way to assure 
responsible use of it by legal_ 

penalty. 
As to the harmful effects 

of smoking marijuana, he 
stated that they are probably 
no greater than those of smok 
Ing cigarettes. 

Asked if he advocated the use 
of marijuana, Dr. O'Bryant 
replied that be did not, but that 
he did object to legislation 
prohibiting the individual's 
freedom to use it should the 
penon so choose. 

Dr. · O'Bryant expressed . a 
keen interest Iii discussing 
the subject at greater length 
and in exchanging views with 
others, either in a group situa
tion or on an individual basis. 
He voiced a desire to know 
more about it and to have 
contact with other interested 
people. 

Interview given by a prac
ticing psychiatrist who lives 
in Galveston · County and ls 
connected with the University 
of Texas Medical School (name 
withheld by .request) 
· "My own opinion is that we 

don't know enough to take a 
stand as yet or make scientific 
evaluations · ot it as a drug. 
There ar.e not enough ·con~ 
trolted studies to reach any 
final medical opinion. 

··The one quality that strikes 
me in a great many of the 
young people is that it does . 
have the capacity for becom
ing the central focus of their 
attention . and energy; some 

· of them develop a drug-cen- · 
tered· day-to-day life, and othel' 
pursuits suffer. 

"Another' aspect, of course, 
is that- the legal penalty the 
individual .is subject -to for us 
ing it is· quite prohibitive. "Whe-
ther it lead11o to the use ·ot hard 
narcotics ls debatable, but the 
major sources of both the hard 
narcotics and marijuana are 
in the hands of the underwprld. 
I think the legal penalty for 
the use of it is unrealistic, but 
I would ·not at this point look 
fayorably' upon its use, regard
less of whether the legal pen
alty was what it is or not". 
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I Speak Out/ 
"Freedom and responsibil

ity are blood brottiers especial
ly with regard to self-preser-' 
: vatlon." 

Massive amounts of new 
knowledge are produced with 
ever increasing efficiency. 

• 'Ibis is the age of the computer 
as well as Aquarius. This know
ledge that is made avaUable 
is knowledge, but it is new-ts the 
methods of producing It are new. 
Each of us are free to assemi
late and use this new knowledge 
but should we not have the 
responsibility to use this new 
knowledge to our real advan
ta'ge? Yes, we are free in ~ e 
land of the free to take advan
tage of any opportunity even 
the opportunity of using the 
new knowledge of drugs. Thal
itamide is just one tragic exam
ple of freedom to use some of 
this new lplowledge with the 
responsibility to face its ul- · 
timate consequences. _ 

Marijuana is now for all 
practical purposes in a class 
all of Its own. Devotees of thil'I 
product have enlightened many 

, of us who otherwise would have 
consigned It to the dark b_ole 
of the forbidden. The two argu 
ments frequently alledged for 
avoiding Marijuana have been 
that It is first of all illegal and 
secondly it leads to bard drugs 
With regard to the first I . will 
ur.re aDYOJle who_ comes ,to JDY . 
office to respect tfie~ia w of the 
land. I will be the ftnt to admit 
long arm which can help us 
enjoy supporting popular cau
ses that are deeper and more 
valuable than a farm product 
that must of necessity be grown · 
abroad. H and when the de
votees of "pot" manage to · 
have the law changed I have 
good reason to suspect that a 
new challenge will command 
their devotion. They are 
free to be devoted to all sorts 
of projects but eventually the 
hard realities of life creep up 
on eveey one and it seems a 
bit irresponsible to me for so 
much of the best minds and 

. bodies the world has ever pro
duced to be so inextriably 
bound up in a neck to neck 

·. struggle over another · cigar; 
f ette which the surgeon gen
' eral will very likely flnd can
·cer evidence to .retard the 
·: sen of It anyway/ 

I can think 9l a lot of things I 
want to h~ve in my life. u. I 

want to have them I must have 
the responsibility to aquire 
them within the frame work of 
good law or someone else will 
take them from me while I am 
not looking. I have never been 
a smoker and I hope I never am. 
-That is my right in a free land. • 
With 100,000 Doctors quitting 
smoking I don't see the real 
necessity of chaDging a law 
that helps people not to smoke. 
I respect the right of the pot 
devotees to press their ~u~ .. 
But I al10 h~_ther-.~av.e the 
respon~ibility to- use it to their 

, real advantage not allow it to 
'lead them ~rd drugs. · 

,Being biessed in a lapd that 
respects freedom under law 

, this has ~_n one man's opin-
(See SPEAK, Page 4) 
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Apathy 
Well it's that time of the year 

again---"Apathy roupd-up!" 
All of the eagerness and promis
es and pledges of support have 

,, all burned brown and blown 
away. The leaves don't change 
around this campus just the 
attitudes. Come November 1 the 
place is bare of enthusiasm. 
Oh, there's a few people who 
manage to keep the ball rolling. 
They work hard, but because 
the work is distributed among 
so few, they tire quickly and 
many also leave. Those who 
stay really have fun. It can't 

1 be figured out whether these 
people are egotists, ignorant, 
or a few of those poor people who 
just want to make something 
work. 

Now that the newness of 
the school is wearing away its 
going to be pretty hard to 
find many more ~eople to 
continue on. The adventure 
of establishing a junior college 
here in Texas City is getting 
old and when that happens 
ol' man Apathy will really 
take hold. 

There may be a few -people 
wlio will say that we shouldn't 
talk about it. But what difference 
does it make, it certainly isn't 
a new problems of any sort. 
It would be a pretty fair as
sumption that all campus' have 
this problem. But maybe COM 
isn't a lost cause yet. This sem
ester the excuse is that every
one is tired of the old campus. 
This may be true but what 
excuse will be used in future 
semesters. The worst part 
of it is, that it looks like its go
ing to attack the faculty . At 
the November 7th dance, about 
150 students showed up, which 
is about par for the dances, 
(The campus record for atten
dence, howevrcr, is twenty--
there's hope, yet) . We can add 
four teachers and four members 
of the staff and administration. 
Now if my college algebra has 
served me well four plus four 
gives a grand total of eight. Yes. 
that's right--eight. But can we 
blame them, if the students 
don't participate how can we 
expect the faculty to show up. 
This is a wild sugge~!ion, but 
maybe the dance committee 
could extend the invitation 
to the ,Board of Trustees. TheY 
could for themselves see how 
the money is being spent. No, 
maybe it's just as well if they 
c.ame they might be trampled 
by the massive crowds that 
show up. Of course, the dance 
isn't the only thing going. Try to 
do anything on campus. If 
anyone in the business office 
wants to know how to save 
money they could forget the 
poster paper supplied to the 
students. No use making them, 
the students don't read them. 

Letters To Editor 
Dear Sir, 

Once again in the continuing 
battle between age and youth 
the battle lines have been 
formed. The issue at stake 
now is the length of an individu
al's hair. If people, the ones 
with the power, would take the 
eneigy they have used to con
tlnu~ the fight on long hair and 
direct it. to some concrete pro
blems such as the war, poverty, 
and air pollution these problems 
would be alleviated by now. 

We feel for Richard Schwartz 
· and his fight against the action 
taken by Ball High School in re
gard to bis hair. However Ball 
High is fighting a losing 
battle, for the long haired min• 
ority ls slowly pining IClllle 
rights as exemplified by the 
recent ruling by tile Houston 
Federal Court Dlstriet. Maybe 
la a few yean people will be 

Time 
The student government is no 
better than before; they gave 
some hope this past summer 
b~t not much has happened 
this semester; that includes 
the Student Court, Student 
Center Board, and anything 
else with the word student 
attac~ed to it, also the students 
who ran for office and aren't 
doing anything, and those who 
left a few people high and 
dry on the decorations and 
food committee. 

Those of you who have not 
been bitten by the apathy bug 

· please take care of yourself. -
Get plenty of rest, take 2 morale 
fortifiers every four hours and 
don't look in the student sub 
and if you're lucky you might 
make it thru the semester ... 
Maybe the next dance could 
be an Apathy Dance, get a band, 
decorate the place, buy food, 
and have . no one show up ... 

By the way if anyone actually 
took the time to read this 
paper, we'd like to know you're 
feelings about this situation. 

Money for Suits 

or Education 
' Life today is filled with 
snap conclusions. Once accep
table ways tend to be screened 
with a watchful eye for the 
worst. It is unfortunate that 
the generation preceding us 
finds it easier to judge a person 
by merely looking at his per
sonal apperance, rather than 
taking the time to find his true 
inner · self. 

Hair, the most unnessessarily 
talked about subject from the 
college dea·i)IS office to the 
our local community has cling-

, ing titly to it misguided thoughts 
of dope, sex, communism, idiocy 
and soap. 

To find cases like the ex
pulsion of Richard Schwartz 
from Ball High School because 
of the length of his hair' and 
similar cases at more "enlight
ened" places such as San Jacin
to Jr. College is contradictory 
to the progressive era we are 
in the midst of. And what of 
our Constitutional right of 
~xpression? Can you say that 
long hair "detracts" from the 
learning process in the class
room? Doubtfully, if you are 
honest with yourself. 

We find Ball High and San 
J ac. diametrically opposed to 
the democratic principles es
tablished here at C.O.M. The 
observer sees what he merely 
wishes to see in long hair. Rare
ly does he understand the per
son or the reason. Hair is nothin~ 
unneccessary rules are made to 
detour progres-s and insure stag
nation; then comes mass con
form.ity. 

able to look past a person's hair 
length and observe what is in
side the head--not on it. 

Paul J. Novak 

COLLEGE BEAUTIFICATION COUNCIL--L. to R. Mrs. Young; 
Mrs. Speck; Mrs. Pruett; Mrs. Neugent, chairman; Mrs. Pres
cott; Mrs. Mason, Vice chairman; Mrs. Bruce; Mrs. Dixon; 
Mrs. Arrington; and Mrs. Agee. 

Beautification 
The College Beautification 

Council announces the open
ing of a drive to secure plants, 
shrubs and funds for landscap
ing College of the Mainland's 
new campus at 8001 Palmer 
Highway. 

Mrs. Gwen Neug!!nt, Dickin
son, chairman of the council, 
said that some donations of 
plants and money have already 
been received. She said that 
5 of the 26 separate plots have 
already been assigned to inter
ested citizens and organiza
tions who have heard of the 
-project, that 20 per cent of the 
goal has !>een reached and that 
all members of the council will 
work toward informing all 
citizens in the College District 
of the remaining requirements 
to beautify our campus. 

Mrs. John Mason of Texas 
City is vice chairman of the 
council. Other members from 

Council 
thr~ughout the College Dis
trict serve on the council 
which is designed to advise, 
aid and assist in beautification 
of the College. 

NEXT ISSUE! 
UNCLE SPIRO 

VRS. 

THE NOISY 

.MINORITY 

Left to Right: George Clayton, Dr. Herbert Stallworth Mike 
_Bordelon, and Ed Saad. ' 

Union Carbide Presents Gifts 
Union Carbide, represented 

by George L. Clayton, Indus
trial Relations, and Ed Saad, 
Instrument Department, pre
sented a pair of barium and 
tin mini-generators to College 
of the Mainland. 

These generators produce 
barium and tin radioactive 
isotopes which are of value in 
scientific research. Mike Bor
delon, chairman of Science 
and Mathematics, and Dr. Her
bert Stallworth accepted the 
generators for the College 
Science Department. 

AJJ a result of the gift, stu
dents will have their first 
opportunity to work with the 
isotopes produced here at the 
College. Mr. Saad presented a 

discourse on the precautions 
to be observed in handling of 
the radioactive substances and 
left printed instructions with 
Mr. Bordelon who indicated 
that they would be followed 
with care and precision. 

Dr. Herbert Stallworth said 
"We thank Union "·Carbide fo; 
again giving us this evidence 
of their support. Carbide has 
continuously given evidence 
by their official policy, pub
lic statements, and frequent 
gifts to the College that thry 
are with us 100 percent. Mr. 
Barry, Carbide's Plant Mana
ger, has given freely of his 
time to assist the College and 
to chair, College of the Main
land Foundation's Board of 
Directors. 

Rare Books 
College of the Mainland 

has the honor of announcing that 
the "Dee Walker Rare Book 
Collection" has been donated to 
the College by Mr. Dee Walker 
of Texas City. The collection 
contains approximately 640 
volumes which were collected 
Mr. Walker here and abro3d 
during the past forty years. 
The gift constitutes perhaps 
the rarest collection of auto
graphed poetry books in the 
world. There are authographed 
volumes of Rudyard Kipling' s 
SEA AND SUSSEX; Edgar 
Guest's BOOK OF POEMS· 
Vachel Lindsay's THE CHIN
ESE NIGHTINGALE; and num
erous others. 

One of the older volumes in 
the collection is a book of poems 
by John Greenleaf Whittier 
publishea in 1832. Another book 
in the collection is an extremely 
rare book of which only three 
copies are known to be in ex
istence. It is a copy of THE 
GEDDES BURNS, a book of 
sarcastic poems by Robert 
Bums which was hand an
notated by him prior to pre
senting it to Bishop Geddes. 

It would be difficult to place ' 
a monetary value upon this 
collection which is undoubt
edly worth many thousands of 
dollars, but it is worth far 

,· more as a research source for 
College of the Mainland and 
is considered a rare treasure 
to be preserved intact and 
used for current and future 
generations of scholars to enjoy 
th_!Ough the years~--

Meet The Staff 
Meet two more College of the 
Mainland instructors: 

Mrs. Brenda Brown, instruc
tor in English, from Rome, 
Georgia , completed high school 
in Northport, Alabama and . 
earned her bachelor's and I 

~master's degrees from the Uni
versity of Alabama. She taught 
for three years at Louisiana 
Polytechnic from 1966-69 
prior to coming to College of 
the Mainland. 

Mrs. Dawn Stephenson, read
ing specialist instructor, from 
Alpine, Texas earned her bach
elor's degree at the University 
of Texas and her master's at 
Southern Methodist University. 
She taught reading to military 
personnel in Weisbaden, Ger
many and was a teacher ad
visor for teachers in the U.S. 
schools operated in France and 
Germany for dependents of 
U.S. citizens serving in these 
European nations. She taught 
in the public schools at Spring 
Branch from 1961-63 and again 
in 1966-68. 

Marijuana Choices 
INTERVIEWED 64 PEOPLE: 
QUESTION: Should Marijuana 
be legalized? 
YES answers, 28 
NO answers 32 
UNDECIDED 4 

TYPICAL YES ANSWERS: 
• "I don't think it's any worse 
than cigarettes." 

"That's the only reason I 
don't smoke it." 

"Why not, it's no worse than 
alcohol." 

"I believe. if it were legalized, 
the avallabWty of it would 
draw people away from the 
more dangerous drugs." 

TYPICAL NO ANSWERS: 
I believe tbla would lead to a 

step bJlber in drq Ille. 
I doa't believe aayoae CH 

eeatrol their actlam wblle 
lader the effect ol marijuana. 

I feel that lepll&lnl one 
1ea1:. •o uotber 

Al.. 'Ill cl,arettes and al
mbol ~• , lepl, and also barm
flal, com.nttlal aaotber- blunder 
by lep..._ marijuau. would 
• .... .., ol them lea 
lllandll. 



Regional Center 
On Tuesday, November 

18, 1969, a delegation from 
College of the Mainland heard 
the Greater Houston Galveston 
Area Coun~il of Governments 
endorse the College's proposal 
to be designated a Regional 
Law Enforcement Training 
Center for this area of Texas. ' 

Mr. H.K. (Griz) Eckert, 
President, Board of Trustees, 
Mr. Ernest Deats, member, 
Board of Trustees, Mr. Lester 
Burks, Director of Technical and 
Vocational Programs, Dr. Fred 

. Taylor, Dean of Instruction, 
and Dr. Herbert F. Stallworth, 
President, College of the Main
land, attended the Council 
meetini.? in Houston. 

The Regional Law Enforce
ment Training Center for this 
area will be established at 
College of the Mainland to ser
ve an eight county area com
posed of Brazoria, Chambers, 
Fort Bend, Galveston, • Harris 
(Southern portion), Liberty, 
Montgomery, and Waller count
ies. 

The center established at 
College of the Mainland is one 
in the statewide system of 
approximately twenty-three 
such proposed Regional Law 
Enforcement Training Centers. 

The College of the Mainland 
in its proposal stated, in part: 

"As programs are developed 
to satisfy business and industry, 
so are programs developed to 
satisfy law enforcement agnec
ies." 

"Generally, it is conceded 
that today's law enforcement 
officer has a need for higher 
education. It is also generally 
agreed that within the next 
few years law enforcement of
ficers will find higher education 

' imperative.". 
''It is with this fact in mind 

that College of the Mainland 
offers this proposal for estab
lishment of a Regional Train
ing Center for Law Enforce
ment .education here in Texas 
City. There is a commitment 
on the total aspect of the 
proposal, that this center 
would NOT care JUST for the 
needs of today. The overall 
results would be reflected in 
better educated and quali
fied law enforcement officers; 
thus raising the efficiency of 
police agencies and departments, 
and thereby rendering a more 
professionalized service to the 
State of Texas and its citizens." 

The Regional Center · at Col
lege of the Mainland will offer 
four different two year pro
grams: (1) Pre-Criminology 
for students who wish to 
transfer to senior institutions, 
(2) Law Enforcement Pro
gram for those students who 
will be doing police operations, 
patrol, traffic, and criminal 
investigation, (3) Forensic 
Science for those going into 
the scientific areas of crime 
detection: crime laboratory 
and identification, and ( 4) 
Police Administration, particul
arly designed for the student 
interested in police supen·i~ion 
and management. 

Dr. Stallworth s:,id that the 
College has made an auspicious 
beginning, and he feels very 
enthusiastic about the initial 
response received by the Col
lege from the law enforcement 
officials of the are" 

While College of the Main
land has been hopefully anti
cipating the -"So Ordered" 
by President McLemore of the 
Greater Houston Galveston Area 
Council which followed the 
favonble vote, the .College has 
not been idle. In the past twelve 
months the College has pre
sented Buie Law Enforcement 
Courses, Police Instructor Train
ing and Seminars for more than 
2IOO sheriffs, police, constables, 
deputies, aml other law en
forcenlellt afflcers. 

Central Texas Karate 
Introduction: 

To understand a K:irat<' nnp 
must first have some under 
standing of tournament scor
ing and regulations. The tar
get areas usually include the 
groin, chest area, ribs, neck, 
kidneys, and in the Black Belt 
division, the spine. In most 
tournaments the head, face, 
throat, and in rare cases the 
groin. 

• The mr tches usually have a 
time length of two to three min
utes. To score the attacking 
technique must be in the proper 

tKarate form and should have 
disabled the opponent had the 
attack been controlled. Dis
qualification may result from 
an uncontroled technique 
which injures the opponent or 
is so wild that it may cause 
injury if allowed to continue in 
use. This is not to say the power-
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ful techniques are restricted, onl:,, 
that they be controlled. Any 
display of bad sportsmanship 
or abusive behavior may cause 
a contestant to Jose his right 
of competition. Uusally the refer
ee is the sole bearer of this 
as he is in complete charge and 
can over-rule all decisions in 
favor of his own judgment. 

The Karate Club is now 
ahead of all sport organizations 
at COM. The club returned form 
the Central Texas Karate 
Championships with four troph
ies. The tournament was held 
on Saturday, November 8, in 
the gym of Central Texas Col
lege at Killeen, Texas. The 
tournament was sponsored 
by Mr. Ames, a sixth degree 
black belt who is a sensei in 
Killeen. 

At this tournament, the blue 
belts had a choice of fighting 
in white or green belt divisions. 
About 85 per cent of the blue 
belts chose the easy competit
ion of the white belt division. All 
but one of the blue belts were 
defeated by white belts from 
the COM team. The white 
belts who defeated the blue 
belts fighting in white belt 
were: James Smith, Hank Dar
den, James Johnson, Dave· 
Shadden, and Mike Stidham. 

In brown belt competition, 
(here was some very rough 
sparing. Abraham Holmes, 
a purple belt, brought back a 
fourth place trophy by winning 
six matches and lost in the 
seneth match when his oppon
ent scored a· clean point to 
the stomach and received a 
point because Abe made head 
contact. The third point was 
made on a punch that went 
in. 
Clint Schubert from "The House 
of Budo" was really doing well 
in the competition. He won his 
first three matches with some 
fast, agressive combinations. In 
his fourth match, to show his 
respect for martial arts and 
his good sportsmanship, Clint 

'-------------- disqualified himself because 
he lost his control. 

Personal Grooming Players Choice '-✓ _..,, <.. 

Recently I have:been. asked . . . son.al gr'ooming code, his posi-
by a representative of the tion on the team will not be 
Intercom to clarify several affected! 
opinions I have concerning the Question No. 2. Why may 
COM basketball team. I am players not dunk the basket-
encouraged that the student ball? 
body is concerned enough to Dunking is a term used to 
become involved with what describe the act of forecefully 
they think the best interests throwing the basketball from 
of the team .:; individuals above the level of the rim ' 
may be. I hope this identifica- down thr9ugh the rim and net. 
tion carries on to help the There are definite safety haz-
Basketball Comets have an ards to players who dunk the 
exciting season. ball. I have personally seen, as 

The COld philosophy hopes you have, players who could 
to always insure the opportun- put on an exciting pre-game 
ity for intellectual and person- show by dunking the ball. 
al freedom for all students Perhaps though you have not 
based on the method of scien- noticed those same players, 
tific investigation. While re- while entertaining the specta-
garding the COM philosophy, I tors, spraining their wrists, 
will · answer the two questions bruising their arms, or dislocat-
that have been raised, con- ing their fingers. I am not say-
cerning the students who are ing that injuries from other 
members of the basketball causes may not occur during 
team. the warm-up period or during 

Question No. 1. Why should the game; but, the no-dunk 
students be well groomed and rule may eliminate a needless 
clean shaven to represent injury that could lessen the 
COM as Basketball Comets? effectiveness of the Comet 

It is my personal hope that team. Also incidents are on 
the Comets as a team decide record of basketball goals and 
to have haircuts that will be glass back ~rds beini bro-
well groomed while taking part ken during the pre-game show 
in active physical competition; whiJ!h resulted in delay or 
and that they decide to make postponement of that particu-
the personal sacrifice of being lar contest. 
clean shaven which may bring NOTE: The preceding Is a 
them to a close identity that reply to questions aimed at 
is necessary for a dedicated Coach Ummel's unprecedent 
team effort. Beacuse such a restrictions on the personal 
rule would be contndlctory to grooming or his players. The 
the ovenll philosophy of COM, ban on long hair and beards 
there ls no rule which requires is to ht> lifted :irtrr :t m_N•linL' 
team members to be clean was between the players, the 
shaven and to have a short Administration, and Coach Um-
hair cut. If a team me111ber mel. "nlere ls still a replatlon 
decides that he can better establbhed by the Cometll 
serve the team and the col- l:u.lch pruiuuiuu~ du11t.i11..: ,11 
te,ee by followia« his owt1 per- the ball. 

In hhit k belt eompetitiou, two 
, trophie were brought baek 
to Texa!; City, David Yeamans 
"Sense1 ' of "The House of 
Budo" brought. back second 
place. David should have 
brought back first place but 
'?fl"" his opponent the winning 

point because David made head' 
contact. Landrus Stevens, the 
COM Karate Club's instructor 
brought back a fourth place 
trophy in the black belt com
petition. In a match for third 
place.1tandrus lost 1-0 when 
time ran out. 

Top Row L. to R. J. Smith, C. Loydd, D. Bauman; M. Tise, 
J. Johnson, D. Shadden, H. Darden. B.Row L. to R. A. Holmen 
(Asst. Instructor) J .L. Stevens (Black Belt Sensl) M. Stidham. 

~ -
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Bertha Avis-1st place women's division. James L. ·stevens-Sen
si. Janes Johnson-3rd Blue-Green division. 

The Informer 
By PAUL J. NOVAK 

The following is from a copy 
of College of the Mainland 
Bookstore Policies and Pro
cedures adopted by the Ad
ministrative Council April l!i, 
1969: 

"The Bookstore Manager's 
primary function shall be to 
serve the students and faculty 
of the College of the Mainland. 
Through efficient organization 
and maximum merchandis
ing efforts, it is expected that 
the Bookstore will operate prof
itably. As the Bookstore's space 
and volume expands, the man
ager shall be expected to 
increase profits in a corres
ponding ration." 

Under the section Faculty 
and Staff Privileges it says: 

"The Bookstore shall sell 
merchandise in stock to facul
ty and staff members at 
cost plus 10 percent. Extra or
dinary items of merchandise 
shall be ordered upon request 
at cost plus freight charges 
and- applicable taxes, as soon 
as space permits." 

In a COM'ersation with the 
manager of the book store I 
was told that the little profit 
which ls made is basically a 
tum over to add mol'f to 
the college Itself and for her 
salary. The extra prorit on 
merchandise makes up ror the 
loss of book sales. 

Consider thou(Ch the l-OSl 
or a history bciok. I WH told 

that the bookstore buys the 
book at 20 percent less than 
$11.95 which the studlmts buy 
it for new. When you resale it 
to the bookstore it is at half 
price which is $5.97. So now 
the bookstore turns around and 
sells this book that they paid 
$5.97 for $8.95 or a profit of 
$2.98 this is a strange way of 
figuring 20 percent. Students 
taking twelve or more hours 
number in the vicinity of 486 
and spend an average of $50.00 
per \tudent, this totals to 
$24,300.00. If everyone resold 
their books to the bookstore, 
the bookstore would still be 
ahead by $12,150.00. The ques
tion now is where and how 
the money is spent? Certain 
people, both faculty and stu
dents feel that the bookstore 
should operate at cost in 
the area of book sales. Books 
are a necessity to every stu
dent and the idea of making 
a profit from an educational 

~ necessity is revolting. 
While we're on the subject 

of profits have you noticed 
that all the sandwiches in the 
concession machine are now up 
to 50 cents when last year 
they were only 35 cents. A 15 
cent profit on one sandwich 
kind of makes you stop and 
think In terms or an advanced 
lnnation movement coming 
to. COM. Once -again we ask 
where Is the money going and 
what if any is the jutiOca
tion, ii any for lhis action. 



,. 

The State 
Of 

Mankind 
or 

SOME RATHER ESOTERIC 
THOUGHTS ON THE STATE. 
OF MANKIND AS THOUGHT 
OUT BY THE FEEBLE MIND 
OF A RATHER NOBLE AND 
LIBERAL PHILOSOPHER, 
OR IF YOU RATHER, FREE
THINKER. 

We who have died slaute 
you who are living in your 
technological cages with their 
gadgets and buttons that wink 
and blink so very prettily. To 
love and to live is to laugh. To 
laugh and to love is to live. To 
live and laugh is to love. Very 
wise sayings iY,ing for a pit
tance, a mere pittance. A 
small coin, one-tenth of a cent. 
So small that surely it is meant 
to be_ spe_!lt:_ Spend it on your
self because you are worth it. 
Worthy thOllgh you are you can 
for you and me but they are 
f~r othen perhaps they are 
for those dirty red communists. 
I bear that they. are very. big 
OD stars' this year. Save our. 
stan bomb Moscow. Then they 
won'f ltnow that they are very 
big on stan this year and we 
can have all the tfny points of 
light that twinkle and brinkle 
so brightly in our own private 
heavens where we don't want 
al!f_ of those dirty commie 
pigs to litter with their ffltby pro
paganda and commie lies and 
spies and guys and dolls. An 
orchid· is a flower as is virtue I 
and a very delicate and fragile 
flower it is indeed because it 
mustbecberisbedandnourisbed 
and protected and allowed to 
flourish behind our houses 
in own backyard where. all good 
things must come . ~ ••n end 
and where surely ·happiness 
flourishes with the delicate 
orchid and the equally delicate 
and sensitive virtue. Plant 
them by the· swimming pool 
or build your own private ~D
b~ wh~re rour· own private 
orchid and virtue and happiness 
is grown for the retail market. 
The retail market being very 
big this year on orchids and 
virtue and happiness. Indeed 
It is a market that bas been 
in existence as long as the re- · 
tail merchants association bas 
been /.here and_ as_ everyone 
first day along with the bea
ven 's and the earth. What is 
the use of a. heaven and an 
earth without a retail mer
chants aseociation to prostitute· 
them? · 

{<-l.i i' :. > J.i;. -:. 
\~ ~d ,r~··/l n,., ·. ,r \j '"',•)v.-~ .. '"J 

From left to riJdlt: Larry Smith, Dr. Stallworth Eva Esca
milla, Robert Narvaez,Linda Belk, Dennis Ande~son Gerald 
Stidham, S~~:i~s~_!ensen, Alan Hall. ' 

COM ACCREDITED, .. -
Col'lege of the Mainland in 

Texas City was accredited on 
December 3, 1969 by the 
Southern Association of Col
leges and Schools. The an
nouncement was made at the 
Association's meeting in Dal
las, Texas. 

This announcement of FULL 
accrediation is particulary 
significant to College of the 
:P-fainland for it now has 
achieved accreditation in the 
:shortest possible time allowed 
under the rules of the Southern 
Association. 

The Administration, Faculty, 
and Students of COM are 
pleased upon receiving this 
endorsement and recognition 
of their achievements since the 
doors of the college opened in 
the Fall of 1967. 

Administration, Faculty, and 
Students were represented at 
the mfeting in Dallas. Dr. 
Stallworth was there for a 
week testifying in behalf of 
the college. The s~de!}tS that 

attended were_ driven up in 
the school van by Mr. Beene, 
Administrative Assistant to the 
President, and were royally 
wined and dined. On announce-

• ment of accreditation the en
tire · contingent from COM 
stood up and applauded. 

Karate 
Club Wins 
Trophies 

On December 6, the COM. 
Karate sparring team entered 
the "Winter Karate Olympici. 
in Houston, Texas. Bertha Avie 
placed 1st in the Woman's Divis 
sion by defeating an Air Force 
Lt. who bad been taking karate 
for three (3) years. James 
Johnson placed third in Blue
Green competition, and Hank' 
Darden and Mark Tise tied for 
5th place in Wliite-Y ellow Divi-
sion. ,. 

LITERARY· CORNER 
Wake-Up Uly Wllites 

School mornings in old Miss, 
Mississippi 

Come deafening to those Lily 
whites. 

'l_'be man said, "get cracking 
with it baby". 

Instead the majority got u~ 
tight. 

Law and order is going con
trary 

To those promises in that cam
paign speech 

To proceed with all deliberate 
slowness · 

In rapidly widening the breach. 

Old Tom bas left and you didn't ' 
see 

Jim Crow stepping right on · 
· bis heels. 
The past is dead and the p~ 

sent · is dying · 
SO come OD and be for real.' 

We "ain't dat" bad and we 
"ain't dat" good. 

We "won't" what "dat" thing 
gives you 

The privilege to exercise God . 
given rights 

· In any fashion the lily whites do. 

Groove baby come on and - We don't want invites to your 
coast Sunday dinner 

Subdue those archaic fears. Nor liaisons with your women 
It's not that rapid or too soon folk. · 

Speak- Cause you've bad fifteen yean. Least ways not permanently, 
· but at the present 

_(Coatlnaed. From Pal{e 1) You went to court and back We are trying to break this yolk. 
lion· OD drugs and iiiarij_uaii"a· ·. to court, 
He is Father David Crawford And fllibustered from Fall to We ain't looking for no confron-

i ~late Pastor of $t. Mary•~ Spring tation 
C&tbolic Cbur:ch, . Te:r;"u City; But, the time bas arrived and And not expecting nothing free. 
Texaa, Box 30, 77580. ·He in- so have we We are trying and quite belated 

_v1_tea--=· Y;...;our~..;;C01.;:;m==m:::::e::a::::U::.. ____ _:Q~ul:.:.te:..:.prep:.:·:.:.:ared:..:::..:to::..::d:.o..:o:.:ur:..:th=in:::g:::· _ _:To::__test the meaning of liberty. 

"PoT PARTY'' 
INDEED, 

SMf.OL.EY/ 

COM FSA 
College of the Mainland's 

Chapter of the Future Secre
taries Association recently 
had the pleasure of bearing 
two well known professional 
secretaries speak on general 
secretarial work. 

Mrs. Paulyne Wern, Certi
fied Public Secretary and a 
member of the National Secre
taries Association since 1953 
is currently employed by th~ 
Falstaff Sales Department in 
Galveston. She attended Sutton 
College in Bristol, Virgin
ia, Metropolitan College in 
Galveston and has twenty 
years experience as a secre
tary. She pointed out that 
there are hazards to the job 
which make it comparable to 
flagpole painting or lion 
taming. 

The other speaker, Mrs. 
Helen Foster, Executive Se
cretary to Dr. Herbert Stall
worth, President of the Col
lege, is a graduate of the 
School of Business, Arkansas 
A & M . College and has fif
teen years experience . as a 
secretary in the oil industry, 
medical, and educational fields. 

These two · very competent 
ladies were able to speak with 
authority concerning those · 
phases of secretarial work 
which frequently is not cov
ered in the textbook approach 

· . such as the. unexpected, the 
expected, the rewarding, the 
not-so-rewarding, and the 
challenging phases of life this 
occupation. 

After each lady spoke there 
was a spirited question and 
answer period during which 
time students were able to 
satisfy themselves about many 
aspects of secretarial work. 

I 

Student· 
:Government 
·Talks 

· The Student Government at 
COM is . alive and functioning: 

·Due to a lack· of eommuni- · 
cations and numerous ·rumors 
the Student . Government 
thought to be DEAD. The Stu
dent Government · has become· 
an · active organization . . Ttie · 
problem now is .with the Stu~ 
dent Body. We .cannot function . 
properly without the . partici~ 
pation of the student nor· find 
out any of their problems · or 1 

gripes the students may have . . · 
In other words, you are i;ut- . 
ting your own throats by not 
coming t~ the Student Govern

. •nent with any problems .YOU 
, the students may have. . 

Instead of sitting ha.ck and 
)>itching that the Student 
Government · k, not · • , doing/ 
anything, why not let· us know • 
that you are in support or in . 
disagreement? · 

The · Student Government 
needs to know what exteni the · 
students are backing it ·be
fore it can make any -major 
gains. If you are behind the 
Student Government · let · us 
know. Drop a note in the sug
gestion box. U you do not·Ulke 
the time to do this you are on
ly hurting yourself. TJle Stu- . 

_Literary 
Magazine 

The English Department of 
COM is sponsoring a new ser
vice to the students and facul
ty. The Literary Magazine 
is in the creative field and its 
purpose is to enlighten, enrich, 
and to present the creative 
efforts of the students involved. 

Those students interested 
held a meeting October 31, 
sponsored by Miss Sherrill, 
to elect officers. Larry Farmer 
was voted editor; Shirley 
Lynch, assistant editor; Betty 
Bryant, secretary and John 
Nicholson, Mike Franklin, Joe 
Stockman, and Earl Davis were 
elected as Board Members . 
Tlie Faculty Advisors were 
also chosen. Mr. Max Winkler 
art advisor; Miss Sherrill: 
English advisor; Mr. Egner, 
musical and philosophical ad
visor. 

The volunteer committees 
were . organized. Art Com
mittee: Lori Hill, Mark Tise, 
Phil Johnson, Joe Stockman 
and Tim Allen. The Typing 
Committee memben are Caro
lyn Sharer, Jerry Steed, Steve 
Miller, To.m Treaccar, Charles 
McQuaig, and Deborah Will
iams. The Secretarial Board 
members are James Jonte and 
Loretta Davis. On the Lay-Out 
Committee are Tim Allen, Bill 
Bias, Gary Nolen and Lori 
Hill. 

Any student interested in 
the above mentioned commit
tees should contact Larry Far
mer or Shirley Lynch. Any 
work submitted and accepted 
forpublicationinLiterary Maga
zine can aid English and or 
Art grades. Students interested 
in submitting poetry, essays, 
short stories and-or illustrations · 
(cartoons, etc.) should contact 
Larry Farmer or Shirley Lynch. 
Anyone enrolled at COM is 
ell,nble ,for membe~~ip. 

pected to function propert· 
· without your · ·support. · If you · 
·express your support and 
come to us with . your sug
gestions and we fail to ac
complish them then you an 

'· entitled to bitch. But if you sit 
.>ack and do not express your 
feelings you do not have the 
right to · .s:ay a . damm thing 
about the Student Government. 
Keep the. · faith and let us 
kno.w. 

.. Doug Latimer · 
· President, ~tudent Body 

dent Government cannot· be ex- · · . __________ ..;.. __ .J 
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Democracy . Needs Your Vote 
By PEGGY COLE 

The Student Government is 
holding an election February 
17 and 18 to fill the vacancies 
in the Student Senate, Stu
dent Newspaper and Lyceum 
Council. There will be a gener
al assembly for the purpose of 
campaign speeches on Friday, 
February 13, 1970, at 9: 30, 
according to Doug Latimer, 
Student Body President. The 
Student Government urges 
everyone to vote this semes
ter. 

Students running for the 
Senate are; Ann Brazeale, 
Freshman Student Senate can
didate who says, "I am run-

Robert Narvaez 

John Carl Whitmire 

Jeff Darde ,, 

Eva Escamilla 

Tim Allen 

Dave Shadden 

r.ing for the offkL .btc&u.:, I 
do not like the way govern
ment is run. I hope to pro
mote a more democratic gov
ernment." Cynthia Moreno 
Freshman Student Senate 
candidate. Cynthia feels that, 
"We have a great school and 
when we get out to the new 
building we will even be bet
ter. We need an active Stu
dent Senate to get more things 
accomplished. " Curtiss Loyd, 
who is running for Freshman 
Student Senate, "I have had 
experience in Student Govern
ment in High School. I don't 
want to Sa); that I am the 

Butch Turner 

' 

Craig Riehl 

1 
Doug Myers 

Peggy Cole 

Joseph Eaton 

· best, but I'm next to it. Vote 
for me." Mark Devasier, also 
a candidate for Freshman 
Student Senate says simply, 
"Vote for me. I 've never been 
in the Student Senate and I 
want to be in it. " Greg Mac
Kenna, the last Freshman 
seeking a seat of the Sen
ate says, "Last semester I 
did not agree with the policies 
of the Student Senate. I found 
that it accomplished nothing. 
I think that the student body 
should know what the Student 
Senate is all about. If I hold 
this office, I will accomplish for 
the Senate a closer relation
ship betwl'l'n thl• Student body 

Mary Overshlne 

· Ann Breazeale 

Mark DeVasier 

~--" it";; 5v , e11unc11t, l>,J eiec.'f 
me." Attempting to fill vaca
cies in the Student Senate but 
not available for interview 
are, Jean Banks and Shirley 
Lynch, sophomores and Anita 
Lopez, Freshman. 

Elected positions on the 
interCOM staff have been ap
plied for by; Robert Narvaez a 
Spphomore running for edi
tor-in-chief. Robert says, that 
he wants " to gain experience on 
the newspaper for future dab
bling in journalism." John 
Whitmire , a Sophomore who 
wants to be Managing Editor 
John said, "I would like to 
see interCOM become a 

Curtis Loyd 

Shirley Lynch 
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newspaper representing fair re
portage of college and nation
al events." Jeff Darde, a 
freshman, applied for chief 
photographer because, "I dig 
taking pictures and I want to 
do something constructive." 
Eva Escamilla, a sophomore 
running for chief reporter was 
not available for an inter
view. Ann Breazeale is run
ning for circulation editor. 

For the seven positions 
available on the Lyceum coun
cil the eight candidates are: 
Tim Allen, a freshman who 
comments, "I thin~ l}ll_ be a 

(See DEMOCRACY, Page 4) 

Cynthia Moreno 

Jerry Stead 

Anita Lopez 

I 



Editorial 
The 
Second Sex 

By EV A ESCAMILLA 

It seems that from the be
ginning of recorded time 
women have, in general been 
forced to occupy a secondary 
place in the world in rela
tion to men, a place com
parable in many respects 
with that of racial minorities 
in spite of the fact that women 
constitute numerically at least 
half of the human race, and 
that women· effect the . majo;
ity . of our societf through 
their strong educational forces 
and their carrying out all of 
the social traditions. 

Many, of course, claim that 
women have advanced in many 
~as. Today they are .accept
ed ·as la wye~ cfoctors and 
politicians, but their numbers 
can hardly be compared to 
those of men in the same 
fields. For example, the Stock 
Brockers of America number 
30,000 and only some 30 odd 
members are women. 

From childhood the woman 
is raised to be just tliat, "a· 
woman." It may be an un
consious thought, for you as 
a woman may not be aware 
of it, but it is with you through
out your life. As a child you 
play housewife and dollies. 
You do small things which di
rect you toward being the 
"second sex." A teenage girl 
finds new standards to meet. 
Boys seem to be free and 
independent, the girls are re
minded to stay nice ai;id 
sweet. Husbands look for the 

· virgins and the wife is ex-
pected to be one, ready to 
settle down to house and 
•children as soon as he is ready: 

Kenny Goodlow 

Personality focus 
By EV A ESCAMILLA 

Kenny Goodlow is the six 
foot, mostached, court justice, 
we find occasionally roaming 
the halls of the College of the 
Mainland. He's a sophomore 
whose major interests lies in 
business adminstration and 
accounting. 

Kenny claims that his favor
ite hobbies are math and girls, 
but admits that he has not been 
able to figure either of them 
out, but happily assures us 
that he will keep trying. 

Born in Needville, Texas, 
Kenny moved to La Marque 
and graduated from Lincoln 
High. He considers himself 
lucky to attend college and is 
one of the more self confident 
students attending this school. 
He finds that Mrs. Brenda 
'Brown and her wit a refresh
ing change to be found on cam
pus and actually finds himself 
enjoying English classes. 

He very rarely gets angry 
and is a most patient person, 
whose personal problems are 
only his own. There are very 
few things which Kenny dis
likes, but one big one is the 
misspelling of his name - "low" 
not "I owe." 

He is planning on attending 
a major university after leav-

(See PERSONALITY, Page 3) 

The Concerned Administration 
To the Editor of The interCOM, 

Coll~ge of the Mainland has committed itself to some im
portan~ ideas . Among these is the idea that the niry least we 
ca~ do 1s to have a decent human fellowship within the College. 
~his means, among other things, that we are committed to 
hve and behave toward each other within the College in the 
same de!nocrati~ fashion that we would recommend to the 
commumt)'. outside. that it operate. To use other words, we 
are ~omn~1tted to hve democratically and in mutual-support 
relat10nsh1p. 

In ~meri~a, one measure of the extent we are lh·ing de
mocratically 1s how cosmopolitan we are in enterprises such 
as College of the Mainland. To illustrate how rnried 
are our ra_cial origins'! How varied are ?ur ethnic' backgrounds? 
How v?aned_are our back~rounds ~s far ~s geography is con-

cerne~. ~hll_e College of the Mamland 1s, relath·elY, not a 
large ~n_st1tut10n a!ld therefore does not ha,·e a large number 
of position _ openmgs at any time, ne,·ertheless we should 
all ~~ ale~t to make our College more cosmopolitan as we fill 
pos1t10ns 1_n the facul!Y ~nd _staff. This brings me to the pur
pose of this letter which 1s simply to remind all of us that the 
~ollege needs as many applicants for positions as it can get. 
1' mal!Y, let me urge each member of the College Communitv 
espe~!_ally stu~ents, to bring to the attention of the Colleg~ 
qu_ahf1ed candidates for College positions. And let's keep in 
mmd the necessity of making College of the Mainland ever 
more cosmopolitan. 

Cordially, 
Herbert F. Stallworth 
President 

An Open Letter 
To All. Concerned 

Dear Reader, 
There is an unconfirmed rumor that potential instructor 

was screened and passed oYer for employment at the college 
of the Mainland simply bt•caust' lw ,ms black. 1 must empha
size that this is only a rumor. but. till' sad fact remains 
that this institution is lacking in black instructor,. _ \\"t• can 
always use the worn cliclw of thl'rt' nut bt•ing l'nough qualified 
ones to choose from, but thb b 11</t :..upportablt• an~ nHm•. J 
am \"cry surprised at its bt•ing ,., 1·11 ollt•rt·cl a" an ,·:-.tu,.t• . 
Surely the "big wigs" are abtl\"t' ,-uch things . ur an• tht•, ·' 

This school is supposed to bt• :,tailed with pt•upl,· chus~n 
for their liberal mindedness, but what about thl' administrat
ing body? This rumor is unconfirnll'cl and l du not know tlJL• 
facts, but, it is evident that sunwthing i:.. amb:.. sumewht•n· . 

Yours sincerely, 
Earl L. DaYis Many of you, I'm sure, are 

saying to yourselves, that's 
old fashion, women are treat
ed as equals today. But how 
many times have you heard 
the statements: "Oh she's just 
a woman," "women will be 
women." "isn't that just like 
a woman?" 

American Female Progress 
I am not saying that being 

a woman does not have its 
advatages, because I feel that 
being a woman has a special 
warmth and reward of its 
own. But what I am saying is 
that Men are goillfJ to have 
to, and have to soon, realize 
that women are truly equal. 
That women are determined 
not by her hormones or by 
mysterious instincts, but by 
the manner in which her 
body and lier relation to the 
world are modified through 
the action of others and her
self and isn't this the same 
way manhood is determined? 

"You've come along way ba
by", sings a television com
mercial, with the conclusive, 
"Women now have their own 
cigarette". Women smokers 
and' non-smokers are supposed 
to buy that - the cigarette that 
is! To light up history, instead, 
can be a slow drag to see how 
far Americarr women have 
come; but at the same time it 
can help reduce pollution. Rid
ing in on brooms, in 1692, ladies 
made humiliating appearan
ces as witches; the fair sex con
tributed greatly to the exist
ing culture, of colonial times, 
in the art of socery. Partici
pation privileges were allowei 

Another Win by the Comets 
By MARK DE V ASIER 

The Comets walked over 
Bay Ridge College, January 
16, in Dickinson by the score 
of 106 to 90. Never a more 
exciting game than this one 
was played by the Comets. 
The Comets were dazzled by 
the swiftness of Bay Ridge, 
but no matter" how fast they 
played the Comets were there 
for the rebound. 

Louis Delesandri did out
standing work for the Comets 
as he stole the ball, and set 
it up for two points. Clyde 
Jackson used his rebounding 
abilities time and time again 
to make the Bay Ridge team 
wonder if they were up against 
Alcindor. Jackson used these 
rebounds to help the Comets 
get point after point to defeat 
Bay Ridge. 

Once again Willie and 
Lionel Williams did their thing 

out on the court, as Willie 
dropped 34 points and Lionel 
hit for 20. Willie was again the 
high point man for the Comets 
and is keeping his title as the 
high scored. Clyde Jackson 
showed up not only as a 
great rebounding artist but 
also did some great shootil)g 
from the side court areas to 
net a total of 23 points. George 
Prino and Louis Delesandri, 
"the action Kids", both made 
14 points each. 

It seems that the Comets are 
no longer the easy team of 
the conference but a real op
ponent to contend with. The 
toughest players for the Comets 
to contain were Williams 
(not our Willie) and Sorrells, 
both had 30 points to their 
credit and a great effort for 
the win going to Bay Ridge. 
Another good player from 
Bay Ridge was Allen who 
netted 14 points. 

females in the lastest sport 
of witch-hunting, at Salem, 
Mass. Also, these innocent 
victims played the leading role 
in the drama of the legalized 
court trials, with their final act 
usually performed at the 
burning stake. Witch victims 
were aflame with indigna
tion, nevertheless, these wo
men simmered down and cool
ed it - as ashes! Perhaps• 
their remaining brooms helped 
sweep away superstition which 
involved witches. Coming down 
the Oregon Trail, in 1814, was 
the first pioneer woman with 
he~ Bible and husband, as mis: 

Friday, January 23, in Dick
inson the Comets played the 
Camp Gary Job Corp Char
gers. The Comets again 
showed their talents on the 
court by defeating the Char
gers by a score of 91 to 80. 
This was the third win in a 
row for the Comets. Willie 
Williams was again the high 
point man scoring a total of 
39 points. Lionel Williams made 
15 points, Clyde Jackson 17 
points, Louis Delesandri 13 
points, Davis 3 points, and 
Prino and Bell contributed 
two points toward the win 
over Camp Gary. For the 
people who could not make 
the game KILE broadcast them. 

Angelina College - dealt 
College of the Mainland a 
defeat to break their winning 
streak. The score was 105 to 
91. Even in defeat Willie was 
the high point man, 28 points, 

•Angelina's high point man was 
Richardson who also had 28 
points. Tht• spirits of tlw 

(See WIN, Page 4) 

sionary workers. In the wild 
West, on a larger scale than 
the tame East, were the im
moral males impatiently a
waiting the unholy females. 
Racial active women, in the 
early ninteenth century, tried 
unlocltjng the Negro slaves from 
the prejudice chain, when these 
ladies discovered, as women, 
they were also linked on this 
chain, handcuffed to tradition .. 
sexual discrimination. Women 
rights workers finally se
cured voting privileges. Higher 
education came to the ladies 
at Oberlin, Ohio, when women 

Student 
President 
Comments 

By DOUG LATIMER 
As we begin a new st•mester 

there are many changt•s taking 
place. New classes, man~· m•w 
faces and as of Februar,· 27. a 
nt'W campus. Along will; tht•st' 
new things then• art• many old 
things that we still han• in our 
pr-cscnr<' . Try apath~·- wt• still 
han• many studt•nts who just 
don·t l'a rt• t•11011gh to pa r11t·1-
patt• in our eollt•gt• l'unet ions. 
And J"m not just talking about 
tlw whitt•s on t·a mpus. Tlwn• 
an• ,·pry ft•w blal'ks who an• 
al'th;t· in our t·ollt'/.!t' al'th itit•s. 
En•ryonc knows that till' blal'k 
man is striYing to ac-hil'\"l' a 
bt•ltt•r way of lift• i11 this ··Dt•mo
l'ratk .. t·mmtn· we• lin• in . win
don' t tht• blad~s stand 11µ and l;•t 
e\"l'r)"Olll' st•t• both sidt•s 01 1111,-. 

Who's 
Who 

By JOHN WHITMffiE 
The Who's Who of American 

Junior Colleges has been cho
sen for the year 69-70. Among 
those few chosen here at COM 
are: Suzanne Babin, Joyce 
Gossie, Loyce Gossie, Margaret 
Landry, Martha Mosley, 
Guadalupe Nieto, Paul Novak 
Rose Novak, and Carolyn 
Sharer. 

They join an elite group of 
students selected from more 
than six lnmdred institutions 
of higher education in all fifty 
states, the District of Columbia 
and several foriegn nations in 
North and South America. Out
standing students have been 
honored in the annual directory 
since it was first published in 
1966. 

The basic concept of Who's 
Who, is to provide a democra
tic, national bases for recog
nition of outstanding campus 
leaders. Only second year 
students who meet certain re
quirements are selected. 

Nominations are submitted 
annually after selections - by 
campus nominated ·committees. 
The campus committees are 
instructed by the national 
organization, to consider stu
dents whose academic standings, 
service to the community, 
leadership in extracurricular 
activities and future potential 
are decidely above average. 

College of the Mainland and 
the staff of the interCOM would 
like to extend our congratula
tions to the students who were 
selected for this honor. It is a 
privilege to be considered such 
a great potential leader by the 
leaders of our schools. This 
honor should give the Fresh
man of our school something to 
strive for in achievements at 
this school. 

were admitted, in 1833. Even 
today, are those who believe 
labor rights for women ex
tend no further than the "OB~' 
floor at the hospital, proceed
ing baby delivery. There is 
sexual descrimination for em
ployment even when the fe
males are equal in education 
to the males; women usually 
work cheaper than men. Vic
torian Sigmund Freud claims 
women secretly want to be 
men; however, men observe 
that Mona Lisa smile on wo
men today - it may be be
cause some guy's home perma
nent frizzed! 

story. See that there is a de
finite need for the black to 
achieve the right they have 
been deprived of for so long. 
You ask, what can I do? Stand 
up and lead a little bit, get out 
and work for the things that 
the blacks want. With the 
apathetic whites on campus 
you will not have any trouble'. 

We are now starting a new 
st•nwstt•r and everyone is in a 
gt•neral chaos. • our communi
eations to dall• are bad. The 
Studt•nt GoYernment has fallen 
down in plaet•s but we still 
nt•t•d tlw support of the stu
dt•nts, whieh we have not yet 
n•el'in•d . Why not try din•cting 
a l"t•w suggestions our way -
you might bt• surprist•d . Bt•l
lt'r still. why not try running 
for an offit·t•"! 

May l suggest a small tei.t 
to try on yourself; nanw the 
s<'nators in tlw Student Govern
mt•nt. You might be more apa
tlwtil' than you think! Do at 
lt•ast om• thing. that is be sure 
that you at lt'ast pn•st•n·t• 
t•nough t•1wrgy to ,·ott•. 

.-
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Abortion 
By BRENDA KELLY 

The question' of individuai 
rights to legal abortions has 
been the subject 

The question of individual 
rights to legal abortions has 
been the subject of much de
bate in recent years. When 
should the state be allowed 
to intervene on a mother's 
individual rights? When do the 
rights of the mother end, and 
where do the rights of an 
unborn child begin? . Why 
should a ·husband and wife
be forced to raise an un
wanted child because of the 
lack of availability of a legal 
abortion? Both sides of the 
argument have a sound 
1ground with a strong emotion
l!l basis. 

A recent study revealed that 
22 per cent of all legitimate 
births in the U.S. are unwant
ed by either the husband or 
the wife. This study was con
ducted by Dr. Charles F. West
off of Princeton's Office of 
Population Research. Dr. 
Westoff based his conclusion · 
•on ·a survey of 5.600 married 
women across the nation. 
An · interesting fact revealed 
in the study showed that 
more married women than · 
f-fngle __girls seek abortions... 

Many an unwed mother 
finds it easier, safer, and 
less expensive to Just give 
an unwanted baby up for 
adoption rather than seek a·n 
illegal, and perhaps unsafe 
abbrtion. Under todays laws 
in most states, the married wo
man as well as many single 
girls, who can not qualify 
for a legal abortion must face 
the decision of either raising 
an unwanted or unplanned 
for baby or risking an illegal 
abortion that could perhaps 
endanger her life. H a mother 
could be allowed the freedom 
to decide to abort her baby 
legally it would be necessary 
that she risk her life on the 
contaminated table of a per
son not legally or medically 
qualifled Jo · perform the 
operation. With this same 
freedom she could not be 
forced to give birth to and 
raise a child she cho
oses not to have. 

A fact- revealed in Dr. West
off's study disclosed that if all 
women could be properly ed
ucated about the correct and 
effective use of contraceptives 
the population growth in our 
country could be reduced 
as much as 45 per cent. 
• Religion has always played 
a major roll determining the 
laws which attempt to govern 
American morals. The laws 
prohibiting abortion are based _ 
on various religious convictions
the idea that man does not 
have the right to interfer with 
the plans of God; the moral 
obligation of a mother to her , 
child-to give him life. These · 
and other religious con
·victions were the pivotal ·point 
from which the vague and an
tiquated abortion laws of our 
country were made. The ques
tion which comes to mind at 
this point is; Should the re
ligious convictions of some be 
allowed to determined the 
lives of others who do not 
share the same beliefs? 

The question of the con
stitutionality of abortion laws 
has come to public notice in 
California, New York, and in 
the District of Columbia. 
Judge Gerhad A. Gessell of the 
U.S. District Court from the 
District of Columbia declared 
unconstitutional on November 
10, 1969 a 1901 law under 

which physi ·:rans of the dis
trict could I 1e prosecuted for 
performing abortions. The 
laws in forty of our states 
are similiar to the one which 
for 68 years prevented abor
tions in Washinj?ton, D.C. 

These laws stated that legal 
abortions can only be permit
ted when the preservation of 
a mother's life of health is 
at stake. 

Our .abortion laws 01scnm
anate against the poor who 
cannot afford to obtain an 
legal abortion, which provides 
justification based on the 
threat of endangering the 
mother's mental health. 

It is expected that with-in 
the next decade there will be 
a major overhaul of abortion 
laws. No longer will the re
ligious convictions of some 
determine the constitutional 
,-;ah.ts nf others. 

COM Announced 

President's List 
The President's List is de

signed to recognize students 
who, in the judgment of the 
faculty, have made outstand
ing progress in their studies 
during the semester, regard
less of their absolute level of 
achievement. Grades, per se, 
play no role or only a minor 
role in the selection of stu
dents for this honor, accord
ing tdDr. Herbert F. Stallworth, 
President. 

To be eligible for nomina
tion to the President's List, 
a student must have been en
rolled for and complet~d at 
least six (6) semester hours 
during the semester. The fol
lowing students qualified for 
this honor as a result of the 
Fall Semester reports: 

Clear Creek School Dis
trict: Hughes, Billy R. 

Dickinson School District: 
Falco, Matthew A.; Latimer, 
Douglas; Oren, Mrs. Anne E. 

Galveston School District: 
Winfield, Edward. 

Hitchcock School District: 
Flores, Carlos R.; Mosley, 
Mrs. Martha; Tague, Mrs. 
Joy. 

La Marque School District: 
Babin, Miss Suzanne; Bene
field, Gerald; Caddie, Miss 
Mary Alice; DeRulle, Miss 
Karen; Goodlow, Kenneth; 
Gossie, Miss Joyce; Gossie, 
Miss Loyce; Hux, Joseph; 
Jarrell, Ottis M.; Jeffcoat, 
Mrs. Dorothy; Kinzer, James 
C.; Overshine, Miss Mary; 
Pittmon, Miss Cheryl; Sefcik, 
Ronald; Skyiepal, Mark; 
St. Marie, Miss Beverly; 
Swann, Harry M. 

Santa Fe School District: 
Lambert, Mrs. Willie Lee. 

Texas City School District: 
Bailey, Mrs. Darleen; Black, 
Dennis W.; Boone, Mrs. Lil
lie Faye; Bryant, Miss Betty; 
Carrell, Mrs. Sheri; Carroll, 
Mrs. Geraldine; Carroll, Mrs. 
Mildred; Cole, Miss Peggy R.; 
Demerson, William III; Du
puy, Mrs. Yvonne; Edmun
son, Carl; Garza, Miss Stella; 
Hamby, Miss Mary; Hawkins, 
Mrs. Patricia; Hayes, Mrs. 
Anne; Hazzard, Mrs. Willie 
Mae; Johanson, Ruben; Lan
dry, Miss Margaret; Mac
Keen, Miss Mary; McDonald., 
Hugh f'.; Myers, James D.; 
Nieto, Miss Lupe; Nolte, Mrs. 
Glendola; Novak, Miss Rose 
Marie; Schwerdfeger, James 
L.; Swain, J.W.; Tantillo, 
Victor J .; Tatum, Charles M.; 
Taylor, Robert J .; Thomason, 
Mrs. Georgia M.; Wesley, Don
al W .; Williams, Wilfred. 

Ethnic 
Studies 

Report On Bookstore ·And Sub 

By RACHEL RAMOS 

As __ you probably know, if 
you're taking the second part · 
of any degree program, your 
instructor has probably men- · 
tioned the word Contemporary. 
With the idea of Contempor
ary each individual then tries 
to decide how he fits in today's 
world and which of his ances
tors put him in the roles he 
plays today. 

This is where another idea 
of ethnic studies comes to 
view. Last year a group of 
black students interested in 
finding out how their ancestors 
contribute to their American 
culture approached a group 
of faculty and college admin
istrators. This group in tum 
gathered other students in
terested in their ethnic groups 
and began a study to fmd out 
how each department could 
incorporate ethnic studies in 
their class and how the pro
gram could branch out into 
the community and have them 
share the goals and benefits 
of the program. But most im
portant to have the students 
themselves consider methods 
of incorporating ethnic con
tributions to their American 
Culture. 

The program was launched 
with full steam ahead but 
unfortunately with Summer 
approaching students who 
helped start the program 
transferred, and instructors 
were busy with Summer Ses
sions. By the beginning of the 
fall semester there were only 
two students and eight fa
culty members left to carry 
on the program. And effort was 
made to get students interested 
but there was ,•cl'y 11me re

,sponse, almost none. Once again" 
the Ed-Hoc Committee is ask'
ing both former and new stu• 
dents for their encourage sup
port iind contribution so that 
this project can become a 
reality. It s purpose is not to 
subjugate ' an ethnic _group 
by dwelling on a particular 
ethnic culture but to study a 
phrase of ethnic cultures as 
it comes in the course of 
.study whether that culture be , 
whitP black, brown, or yellow. 

The Administration bas had 
several inquiries recently con
cernin profits from vending 
servic .s and the Bookstore. 
Perhaps it would be helpful 
to any and all concerned indi
viduals to set forth some of the 
history involved in both opera
tions. 

Vending services will be cov
ered first. In September, 1967, 
the College signed a contract 
with Canteen to provide vend
ing services. Under that con
tract the College had to gener
ate a certain volume before pare 
ticipating in any profits. During 
the Christmas Holidays in 1967, • 
vandals broke into the Student 
Center and damaged several of 
the machines. As a result, Can
teen pulled their machines out. 
To the writer's recollection, the 
College did not receive any 
money from the Canteen con
tract. In August of" 1968, the 
College signed a contract with 
Bob Jones Vending Service to 
furnish vending services for 
the College and the machines 
were installed. Bob Jones also 
installed a bill changer for the 
convenience of the students. 
However, the two months he 
left the bill changer in the Stu
dent Center, he lost over 
$200.00 simply because the bill 
changer was abused rather than 
used for the proper purpose. 
As a result of the agreement 
with Bob Jones, the College re• 
ceived a 10 percent commission 
on sales of all machines except 
the sandwich machine ana' a 50 
percent commission on sales 
from the J.uke bo~. The Board 
of Trustees authorized any pro
ceeds generated from vending 
services be placed in the 
President's Fund for any worth
while use which the President 
deemed necessary. The funds 
are not personally available to 
the President. They are sub-

It should be the study of human 
culture of the habits and 
beliefs of the world and how 
they differ from each other and 
to discover in what -way they 
are alike. If you feel that this 
type of program would be of 
further benefit to you as a stu
dent, an instructor;- or as a 
member of the community 
and to the college as an expand
ing institution, please come 

jorward and participate. 

The Rapper 
By J.C. WHITMIRE 

A wide gap was created in the interCOM '!1th t~e trans~er 
of P.J. Novak and his Informer. I hope to fill this gap with 
the Rapper. Sa_me format, different name. 

A week before spring vacation I planned a student boy-
·cott of the bookstore and the student center. I felt at the time 
that too much profit was being made by the Administration. 
After several conferences with Dr. Elsom, Mr. Brown and 
others involved, the planned boycott was scrapped. There is 
no large profit being made by the school subsities. An ap
proximate total profit for three years in the student sub 
was $1000. The bookstore will be lucky to break even by the 
end of they year! (See the article by Mr. Brown in this issue 
for exact facts and figures.) 
' I realize that the students must make a monetary sa
'4rifice every four months on the outrageous price of the 
liooks, but until a plan where they (the bookstore) can 
break even and let the student have a discount on these 
books, then we will just have to grin and bear it. 

Sometime during this upcoming week the tables in the 
student center will be removed _ for the purpose of being 
rep.aired. Seems a lot of students havf:' been rather careless 
in the use of these tables. Aftf:'r the repairs ha\'!• been made 
the tables will be taken to the new c2mpus, which mcam: an 
. inconveniencP for the stmlf,nts. You might han• to play your 
card games on the floor! 

As P.J. warned in his last Informer, the library will 
let you copy ten pages on the copy machinc .... then it is five 
cents a page each additional page. Seems strange they should 
do this considering teachers here at COM are constantly 
passing memos among one another that are great in volume 
but lacking in content. 

Worst joke of the week: FIGHT POVERTY! Kill a beggar. 

ject to the same controls as 
other college funds including an 
annual audit by independent 
Certified Public Accountants. 
The President's Fund has re
ceived approximately $1,100.00, 
through January, 1970, and the 
Iund has expended just ovPr 
$1,400.00 on projects and pur
poses judged useful by the 
President. It is hoped that enough 
proceeds will be generated, 
during the Spring semester 
from vending services, to cover 
the deficit in the President's 
Fund. 

The Bookstore is a different 
operation from the vending 
services. The College expects 
to make a profit from its oper
ation. Here, as in the vending 
services, though, profit is con
trolled by volume. For the first 
two years of operation, the 
operating fund subsidized the 
Bookstore operation by loaning 
it operating capital and paying 
wages. Commencing in Sep
tember, 1969, salaries were 
charged to the Bookstore opera
tion for the first time, and are 
continuing to be charged at 
the present time. Costs of boo~:j_ 
and supplies are fixed by the 
various manufacturers. The 
Bookstore generally buys for 
a 20 - 25 percent discount and 
sells the item at the suggest
ed retail price after absorbing 
freight charges. On some sup
ply items, the discount ranges 
from 10 - 40 percent. When 
volume and profit warrants, 
the College fully intends to 
pa"ss every possible saving on 
to students. There have been 
times in the past and there will 
probably be emergencies in the 
future, when the Bookstore 
will have to pay retail prices 
just to get certain books and 
other items on the shelf to 
cover students' needs. As of 
January, 1970, the Bookstore 
Fund was overspent approxi
mately $3,000.00 and the Book
store owes the operating fund 
almost $10,000.00. However, 
the Bookstore has an investment 
of over $25,000.00 in inventory 
of books and· supplies to offset 
the total obligations listed 
above. Thus, in order to pro
vide bookstore services to ~tu
dents in the early low-volume 
years, it is necessary to go 
without profit. The mark-up 
on books - both new and used 
- merely serves to red,uce our 
Bookstore deficit until volume 
makes possible a real profit. 

PERSONALITY--
(Continued From Page 2) 

ing College of the Mainland and 
has only one request to make 
that is an open letter of fare
well to.Dr. Stallworth. 

Dear Dr. Stallworth 
Since I am leaving' College of 

the Mainland this year I would 
like to take this opportunity to 
let you know that it has been 
a rewarding experience being 
one of the "wagon train". 

Kenneth Goodlow 

fM BEGINING TO SEE YOUR 
VIEW MORE CLEARER 
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Solution For Contemporary Bastar s 
By GLEN NOLTE 

How can contemporary man 
claim intelligent reasoning 
of justification when he has 
not rationalized the very 
existance of all mankind? 
Presently, artificial insemina
tion is the only unnatural 
conception, with the result pro
ducing the natural neonate. 
Scientist are today attempting 
test tube babies which if per
fected would ~suit in a mas~ 
of illigitimate offspririgs 
who in turn would be a~ 
economical burden on society. 
Yet the present number of 
babies out of wedlock is mi
nor in comparison to a deli
berate illigitimate number; 
the government does not pro
vide enough funds through 
Social Welfare for the pre
sent youngsters who are kept 
by their unwed mothers and 
denied by their puntative fa
thers for child-support. The 
American law recognizes the 
illigitimate American children 
from the economical stand
point, only, for the "punta
tive father ... . may be compe.lled 
to furnish the child support 
so that jt shall not be a bu/ 
den upon the community". 
For the unwed mother to prove 
a denying puntative father 
for child-support there need 
to be _witnesses for legal 
proof; the blood test alone 
only shows this man could be 
the father. Surprisingly, " .... an 
illigitimate child usually in
herits from his mother even 
though there are legitimate 
children," according to our 
American laws. Americans 
pride themselves on being the 
most reasonable of any civil
ized society, yet the law set a
side for illigitimate children a 
provision "the only impor
tant legal effect of illigiti
macy is that the child cannot 
generally inherit property 
from the father ..... "; but this 
illigitimate human being may 
take "a legacy given to him 
by his puntative father's will". 
This is most considerate of 
the human animal, when wills 
are left to provide for other 
animals, as the wealthy el
derly lady who left her seven 
dogs and three' cats to be left 
in a hotel suite and receive 
the best of food until natural 
death of these animals and 
the law makes certain the in
tended recipient of the legacy 
receives same. 

Human beings can be com
passionate to animals as the 
Special Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals organization, whose 
leaders insist anim,ils have · 
rights: the right to sanita
tion, medication, twenty-four 
hour a day care, proper diets 
for balanced nourishment. The 
unwanted cur variety ani
mals are expired after ten 
days when not taken by ani
mal lovers, so social status is 
recognized by the SPCA and 
the full breed type animals 
are kept until homes are pro
vided. They feel compassion 
for all animals, but it is 
economically wise tq_hold on to 
the full bred animals for lar
ger amounts of income are 
received for them. This or
ganization is supported by do
nations, candy sales, rum
mage drives, teas, auctions, 
and the animals are also dis
played by some of the vol
unteer workers, in front of 
sympathetic merchants busi
nesses, to draw the public for 
impulsive buyers. Human be
ings, have heterogam·ous sex
ual intercourses which physiolo
gically begets offsprings as 
other animals -- with or without 
a marriage license. Realizing 
this fact, perhaps the United ' 
Fund could allow a percentage 
for the Special Prevention of 
Cruelty to Bastards, for this 

fund provides for a district 
scout master's salary; there 
could be a March for Bastards 
by volunteers who gladly knock 
from door to door for needy 
groups; or there could be at 
churches the candy and cake 
sales to raise money for the 
SPCB, for they do this in order 
that some of the youth church 
menbers may be flown to Wash
~gton D.C. The board, or spe
cial committees of SPCB would 
have to designate the proper 
procedures for eliminations 
through systems of classifica
tion; for boards and committees 
can be controversial, but the 
sttongest community leaders 
usually agree upon procedure 
with social and racial status 
recognition: the Jewish young
sters are to be gased · the In
dian children are to b~ kept in 

• reserved pens without being 
ltllowed the kool-aid break as 
the rest of the American child
ren; since the majority of the 
illigitimates are Black children 
it would be economically pro~ 
fitable to transport them to 
Africa twice a year instead of 
providing for their care until 
they reach the age of eighteen 
years, as Blacks are less ac
cepted by Americans for us
ually only the Black race will 
take the Black chilrlren. 

New Courses 
By JIM LUTON 

Child Psychology, Anthropo
logy, and Criminology are 
three new courses being offered 
at College of the Mainland. Dr. 
Clo,ud is the instructor for Child 
~sychology, and Miss Reed is the 
mstructor for both Anthropo
logy and Criminology. A total 
of eighty-five people have en
rolled for the courses which is a 
good .start for new courses . 

Child Psychology is being of
fered in an effort to meet the 
needs of the nursing program 
at the college and in the sur
rounding areas. This course also 
meets the requirement for ele
mentary and secondary educa
tion degrees . Dr. Cloud descri
bed the course as " the- study ot 
the process of human growth 
and development with am em
phasis on the period of growth 
from conception to puberty." In 
the course the student will not 
only study physical growth, but 
also mental, emotional, social, 
and psychological growth of the 
child. 

Anthropology can be used by 
anyone as an elective. The 
course is a study of the different 
cultures of man and it includes 
the study of prehistoric history 
to the discovery of the Rosetta 
Stone in Egypt. Miss Reed has 
started a collection of artifact 
replicas which she will develope 
into a museum. She also has 
future plans of field trips . Miss 
Reed commented on the im
~ortance of the course by saying, 

students can study different 
cultures and with this study 
can we appreciate other cul
tures without prejudices." 
Criminology can be used as a 
sociology e.lective or a Police 
science course. The course con
tains a study of law statistics 
social psychology, penal in~ 
stitutions, and rehabilitation of 
criminals. It also takes a gen
eral look at organized crime 
and overall crime. Field trips are· 
planned to Huntsville and various 
courts in this vicinity. The long 
range goal of the course is to ga in 
an idea of how crime affects our 
society. Besides having guest 
speakers the course will include 
deoates ·on controversial sub
jects such as abortion, civil 
rights, the jury system, and the 
·role• of the Police. 
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Literary Corner 
Traffic And Parking 

Regulations 

1. The on-campus speed limit 
shall be fifteen (15) miles 
per hour. 

Internal Observations 
2. Students shall park in areas 

designated for student 
parking. 

We stabbed ourselves yester
day, 

And the day before we bled. 
The wound healed the day be

fore 
When our minds were ab

stract led. 

We went in quest of our per-
sons, 

And discovered to much surprise . 
We had been in simulation 
Without authenticity or dis-

guise. 

We walked the paths of never
have-lived 

Believing in after-ploddeti 
things. 

We traveled down into our 
souls 

And realized that we had wings 

We dug our beds in quicksand 
And padded the hanging moss. 
We built our transparent tem-

ples 
And made the simple kaos. 
Earl 'L. Davis 

3. A parking permit sticker 
must be prominently 
displayed on the wind
shield. Cars not display
ing sticker shall be sub
ject to the same fines as 
for parking. 

4. Parking is allowed only in 
designated parking spa
ces. Parking in traffic 
lanes, unauthorized park
ing in reserve parking 
areas, and parking in 
areas not designated for 
parking shall be consi
dered violations of these 
regulations. 

5. Visitors may parK m tne 
area designated as 
such. 

Untitled 
6. Enforcement of these re

gulations shall be the 
primary responsiblility 
of the Student Court. 

7. All students and employees 
of College of the Main
land are subject to these 
regulations. 

.It's beiJ.!g so far a way from 
home, 

Apart from family and fri
ends , 

That makes one feel so all 
alone 

And lost as each day ends. 

A war, they said, "See it now, 
And come steal my best!" 
But, why dear God, I ask 

you how? 
Please set my mind at rest. 

Are people so naive today, 
And can't they see the cost? 
How can it. be so hard to say, 
For both sides, we have lost. 

Why must one side await the 
fall: 

How important can it be? 
It's only doing harm to all, 
For me, it's hard to see. 

I know you have your reasons 
Lord 

and I'll try to understand· 
I only ask Your helping ha'nd 
As I follow each command. 

Now, that I've said my piece of 
mind, 

as simple as it might be· 
I realize I'm not alone, d'ear 

God, 
You'll always be with me. 

PFC Mark Roholt, Viet Nam 
Christmas, 1969 

SCHEDULE OF FINES 
Violation ot' Speed Limit 

First Offense $2.00 
Second Offense $5.00 
Third Offense $10.00 

Violation ot' Parking 
Regulation 

First Offense 
Second Offense 
Third Offense 
Each Subsequent 

Offense 

WIN--

Warning 
$1.00 
$2.00 

$3.00 

<continued From Page 2) 
Comets were not dampened 
by this loss and are looking 
for .a win in the next game. 

Courtiesy of THE TEXAN 
from American Oil Company 

Two more games were 
scheduled to be played by the 
Comets but · were postponed. 
A mix up in the times on a 
game caused the Comets to 
miss out on a win against 
Gulf Coast Bible College of 
Houston. The game will be 
rescheduled on a future 
weekend. The Comets other 
opponent, South Texas Jr. Col
lege has cancelled their re
maining basketball games. 
South Texas Jr, College will 
not be playing until they get 
a new gym, this will be in 
about two years. 

DEMOCRACY-- . 
(Continued from Page 1) 

great asset to the college. I 
hope to accomplish a great deal 
of things - to promote enter
tainment that the students will 
enjoy. Dave Shadden, fresh
man, also says, "I want to 
help Lyceum council bring en
tertainment the students will 
enjoy". Walker Blaine Turner· 
Jr. (Butch), a freshman: 
says, "I want to bring cultural 
entertainment like speakers, 
!!ands-stuff like that." Craig 
Riehl, also a freshman, stated· 
that "If elected, I will be a 
good public servant and act in 
the interest of the students." 
Joseph Eaton, freshman can
didate, didn't wish to comment. 
Doug Myers, freshman thinks 
that "The Lyceum council has 
not been bringing the kind of 
entertainment to the school 
that it can afford. I think I can 
bring more and better enter
tainment and I am resigning 
from the Student Court to do 
so." Peggy Cole, sophomore 
candidate said, "While on an 
appointed interim council after 
the old one dissolved, I was 
fascinated to read about the 
fantastic acts available and 
am eager to make arrange
ments for some · of these to 
come to College of the Main
land. I feel that this commu
nity is ready for more liberal 
performanct!s." Mary Over
shine, sophomore, is run-

ning "to bring good entertain
ment to the school. Every se
mester we pay $7.50 for student 
activities, but we don' t have 
any. Let's change that." 

There they are. Consider 
your choices and don't forget 
to vote. 

• 
DON'T 

FORGET 
TO VOTE 

• 

final Date 
Mr. H.K. "Griz" Eckert 

President of the Board of 
Trustees of COM, stated Fri
day, February 6, 1970, that 
COM will definitely move to 
the new campus on February 
27, 1970. The move is expected 
to take several days and it 
is hoped that members of 
the COM family will partici
pate in making the move a 
smooth one. 
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Election · Results 
By Ann Breazealt: 

Student Government elec
tions held February 17 and 
18 resulted in the filling of 
several vacancies in our Stu
dent Senate, the Student 
Newspaper, the InterCOM, 
and the Lyceum Council. 

Elected to the position of 
Sophomore Senators were: 
Shirley Lynch, Jean Banks, 

Kathy Harvey, and James 
Smith. 

Robert Narvaez tilled the 
vacancy of Editor-in-Chief 

·of the Student Newspaper; 
John Whitmire. Managing 
Editor; Ev'a Escamilla, Chief 
.Reporter; Jeff Danie, Chief 
Photographer; and ·Jim Luton 
as Circulation Manager. 

COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND 

Look Before 
its too Late 

By · GREG MacKENNA 
All clubs should by now be 

aware that student activities -
budgets are to be cut this 
coming semester. Your pro-___ -: 
posed budgets should y 
now be in the hands the 
Student Government 
ing Board, who will s d 
review the budgets for su -
gested cuts and for places 
where unnecessary spending 
can be eleviated. The hearin 
have no actual power at e 
present, but it is sugg ted 

The Lyceum Council posi
tions were filled by Tim Al
len, Peggy Cole, Doug Myers, 
Craig Riehl, Mary Overshine, 
and Joseph Eaton. 

We were anxious to see 
these elections "bring new fa
ces, new ideas, and, hope
fully, new progress in the 
Student Government and all 
student activities. Our congra
tulations go to these winners. 

We would like to wam them of 
the hard road that lies ahead. 
The biggest problem confront-
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that all club members d · if 
possible advisors attend these 
hearings. The support hown 
for the bill itself and ev ence 
yiven to back up t pro
posed spending will help in 
keepmg cuts low. 

COM Cagers Honored 
Voting on the actual budget 

will take place on Wednesday, 
February 27., in room All2 at 
11: 00. Club representatives 
, should be present and ready 
to support your proposed 
budgets. Remember that its 
up to you to know what is 
happening. 

The Community: 
Yours and Ours 

Hy LARRY JACKSON 
"It's got to get betlcr. It 

can't get worse - it's got to get 
better and they' ll open up. 
i'hey have to open up because 
they will find themselves going 
down all over the world, not 
only here. " 

This is the attitude· of most 
Black American over thirty 
as reported in BLACK ON 
BLACK, Edited by Arnold 
Adoff. Black parents realize 
that for more than fifteen years 
total intergration was to have 
been provided for by the govern
ment, just as freedom was to 
have been provided for by the 
Government over a Hundred 
Years ago. That is why Black 
parents today are overjoyed 
when they hear the children 
express and make known their 
ideas. One of the most dominant 
i<.tea expresses and found 111 

the book, the idea uf White 
i"okenism. 
Whites have. throughout the 

history 01 our c:ountry, had me 
opportunity to run things as 
they saw fi• ; !-::.: ir " raciest 
: institution.. a~ Dick Gregory 
called them, c:\ .. :udt· 111mor
ities from equality until they 
are considered ready. fheir 
tactics, of course, include 
segregated housing a!1d educa-

(See COMMUNITY, Page 4) 

By BRENDA KELLY 
Two sophoµiores from Col

lege of the Mainland have 
been offered athletic scholar
ship{ to senior colleges. The 
students are cousins: Willi 
and Lionel Williams. Both 
have been offered the scholar
ship to Huston Tilliston Col• 
lege in Austin in basketball. 

Lionel attended Lincoln High 
in La Marqu~. This twenty

.one year old sophomore sums 
up his feelings about his scho
larship offer in this way: "I'm 
not excited, I'm wanting 
•the paperwork done~ chats all." 

Willie "Buck'' also is twen
ty-one, is also majoring in 
business management. He sta-

Your Help 

Needed 
Due to the time needed in 

preparation, moving, and get
ting organized at the new cam
pus, it has been asked of all 
students, staff, and administra
tion, to please bear with the 
inconvenience and hard work 
it will take. 

Services will be discontinued 
as follows: 

LIBRARY: Monday, Febru
ary 23 'through Friday, March 
ti, ~970 

NON-PRINT MEDIA: Thurs
day, February 2ti through Tues: 
day, March 3, 1970 All audio 
visual equipment is to be 
turned in not later than Wed
nesday, February 25, 1970. 

Thank you for your patience 
and cooperation. Without them, 
the move would not be as suc
Cf'ssful as WP tiPsire. 

ted that Huston Tilliston has a 
very good business depart
ment. Willie is not excited, 
but is happy to get the offer. 

This .)toung man has an ad
ditional reason to be happy. 
He will become a father in 
about a month. He feels that 
this will "be exciting." 

The scholarships will in
clude room and board, and 
tuition. Neither Willie nor 
Lionel will have to be red
shirted for a year. They can 
begin playing their first year 
thei;-e. 

The interCOM would like 
to congratulate these out
standing athletes and wish 
them a peaceful and happy 
future. · 

Wanted: 
Ads 

Do you have something you 
need to sell - buy - rent - or 
hire? Have you lost or found 
an article than needs to be 
returned? Can you give guitar 
lessons"? Or maybe you have 
free puppies to give away. Or 
are you in need of a summer 
job or maybe know of summer 
job openings·? Whatever the 
case - i"he InterCOM is start
ing a classified section. 

Let us know your need and 
we will run your ad in the In
terC;OM, just bring in a des
cription of u1e item you are 
interested in selling, buying 
or trading and we will do our 
best to help you. Description 
must be written out and if 
possible - typed. Hurry and 
meet our deadlines, so we can 
meet yours. 

ing you ls that of communi
cation - c mmunication be

. tween you as representatives 
of the student body and the 
!!tudent body itself. 

I know that you - those of 
_ you who do the card playing 
Jnd t~ose of you who do qot 
participate In the activities of 
the school, are tired of hear
ing complaints and more com
plaints, but so is the Student 
Government. Can you imagine 
working for something that most 
everyone ignores? For exam-

To Cue 
YoU In 

By BRENDA KELLY 
'lbe interCOM has recently 

been informed of plans for new 
regulations concerning smok
ing, drinking and eating on the 
new campus. Previously -- at 
the temporary campus - there 
bad beeil only the prohibition 
of drinking in the library. But 
students will soon be faced 
with a completely new set of 
rules which they will be ex
pected to follow. 

A committee was established 
to discuss ideas concerning 
the necessary regulations. 
They first met at the site of 
the new campus buildings on 
February 9. Another meeting 
was held on February t12. 
Actively serving on the com
mittee were: Mr. Brown, 
chairman, Dr. Taylor, Charles 
Self, Artre Rush, Walter Kes
sler, Sherilyn Sha.w, Suzanne 
Babin, Bob Narvaez, and 
Douglas Latimer. The com
mittee then made what it con
sidered a "fair recommenaa
tion to the Administrative 
Council regarding which areas 
at the new campus should be 
desinated: no smoking, no 
drinking, and_.or no eating. 

The following recommenda
tion was made: . 

"There will be no smoking· 
in any instructional area with 
carpet or tile floor covering, 
provided the administration 
can provide a smoking area 
on the second.floor of the LRC 
Building. It ls assumed that 
Student Government and fa
culty will provide tremendous 
and increasing leadership in 
the implementation of the adop
ted policies." The committee 
voted 8-1 in favor of this re
commendation. 

These regulation were formed 
to protect the newly carpeted 
areas and other parts of the 
buildings -- which have re
cently been tiled. A spHieci 
drink, a smashed candy bar, 
or a hot cigarette ash will 
only spoil that which the vo
ters, taxpayers, administra
tion. board, faculty. and stu
dents have been waiting for 
the past several years - a 
modern, functional, and per
manent campu~ ~! ·•·hich they 
can be proud. The apathetic 
attitude of students and faculty 
concerning the care and main
tenance of our building while 
in temporary quarters will no 
longer be tolerated after the 
move to Uie new cu ·;ms. 

1(See CUE, P.-g,: 4) 

pie, out of 858 credit course 
registrants qualified to vote, 
only an estimated 125 voted. 

The apathy to active Stu
dent Government is evident. 
Your job as students and as 
representatives will be a hard 
one, but a rewarding one .... We 
are sincerely hoping that the 
upcoming move to our new 
campus will insure a better 
attitude toward the Student 
Government, Activities, the 
Student Newspaper, and even 
more demanding COMMU
NIC°ATIONS. 
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Outstanding Teacher 
Named At COM 

College of the Mainland 
Teachers of the Year have 
been named. Delores Reed and 
Manuel Urbina share honors 
as the female and male Tea
chers of the Year. 

Their selection will be an
nounced in Austin at the Texas 
Junior College Teachers As
sociation Convention on March 
~21, 1970. 'Ibis will itutomati
cally place ~hem in nomina
tion for Texas Junior College 
Teachers of the Year. 

Delores is an instructor in 
sociology at College of the 
Mainland. She received her 
bachelors :ind masters de
grees in sociology from Okla
homa State University at Still
water, Oklahoma from 19~ 
1969. She was named in Who's 
Wlio in American Colleges in 
1965 and named a Distinguished 
Personality in the South in 
1969. Because of her out
standing work in the field of 
sociology which included ser
ving as · vice chairman of the 
City of Stillwater Human Rela
tions Committee, she was in
vited by the Qklahoma State 
Human Relatihns Board to 
serve on the Committee for 
implementing the recommenda
tion of the Kerner Commission. 

In 1968-69 Delores did re
search in Logan County Okla
homa concerning the level 
of aspiration of young people 
and what determines that they 
will so aspire. Her paper, 
"Level of Aspirations •· Its . 
FamiliaT Determinantc:" will · 
be presented in Da ,las on 
March 26, 1970 at a ,nPeting 
of the Southwest Socioiogical 
Association. 

Manuel who is an instructor 
in history at College of the 
Mainland took his bachelors 
degree from Howard Pa}'.ne 
CoIJege in history and Flis 
masters degree in Latin Ameri
can Studies at the Universitv 

(See TEACHER, Page 4) 

Ted Mack . 
Rises Again 

Attention Students and Non
Students: 

!be college is in the process 
of arranging a Talent Show. All 
interested persons are asked to 
take an active role. Please stand 
by for auditioning date and 
time. For further information, 
please contact Eva Escamilla, 
Mary OYershine, or Jerry 
Steed. 
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Editorial 

-A Full House 

By BOB NARVAEZ 
Is it not sad that if a person wants to go into 

the Student Union to eat, to relax, or study, 
he is forced out because of card games and
or the noise? The students who inhabit the Stu
dent Union usually have no regard · for anyone's 
feelings except 'their own. Have you ever no
ticed how the card games usually manage to 
take the only tables now remaining in the 
SUB? By the way if you are wondering why 
the furniture is missin~ from the SUB the ans
wer is simple. You, the s§!d~~~ •. _have abuse_<! 
the furniture to such an extent that is has be
come necessary to send it off for repairs. We are 
not going to receive new furniture because of 
this abuse and the old furniture will be placed 
in the new lounges. It is a relatively simpl~ 
thing, called logical. deduct!on, to see who 1s 
the cause of. the furmture bemg broken. My c;on
clusion is: ·The card players, or "SP ADE MA
JORS", are the ones we should blame. 

I do not share this opinion alone; many feel 
this way, and for this reason there will be no 
card playing in the lounges with vending ma
chines on our new campus, · only in the games 
room and smoking lounges. This will allow Qie 
people who have been traveling away from 
campus for a meal, to remain and sit in a nice 
atmosphere in which a meal can be enjoyed. 
People who are now ashamed to go to the Cen
ter because of the noise, cursing, and filth, will 
begin to use the new facilities. We can thank the 
illustrious card players f~r one t!J.ing, and that 
is for keeping the SUB floor clean with , the only 
well-used part of their anatomy. Their head is 
used only for · the infantile knowledge required 
to play· cards and skipping classes - to. enjoy their 
battles of Spades and Hearts. 

I'm very sure that some of the people that 
play cards in th~ SJJB do so because they have 
nothing to occupy their time between classes; 
so they play one or two games and then leave. 
These people are using the lounge for it's pur
pose and I cannot say anything to them. But the 
people who sit day-in and day-out, in their res
pective comers, Blacks in one and Whites in 
the other, only to play cards should be barred 
from the SUB to see how the people who are 
now barred, because of the card playing, feel. 
Of course these · people ·are not actually barred, 
but many feel they they are, because of the con
ditions prevailing in the SUB and I am one of 
them and at the time wish not to enter the 
SUB. Hopefully the rules pertaining , to card 
playing will be rigidly enforced when we move, 
and they should be. The Student Union does 
not belong to the card players but to the stu
dents-all students. 

The Rapper 
By J. c:. WHITM:IR~ 

A retraction: The library has 
not YET started charging the 
students'---for the use of the 
Xerox copier. Seems they will 
though "Unless" warns the 
bead ljb_rad~n., "The student 

.curbs the unnecessary use - of 
the machine. That is all we need 
- an added expense. Why don't 
we charge the Administration 
five cents a page for every 
page of homework we hand 
in? ... I was right! ... You people 
are sitting on the floor to 
play your cards games. Per
haps now, we can have a 
clean floor· for a change .. ..... . 
There was a requirement set 
up, that all P.E. students m'!~~ 
purchase their uniforms at 
the Bookstore because: "a 
tradition, conformity, hygiepe" 

and any other excuse you an 
dig up .... I, feel as many other 
student do, that this is not only 
undemocratic, its damned stu
oid _ _and _ an a~ded ~xoensP 
to the student. They must think 
we are rich .... O.K. A:dministra
ton, its your turn to do some
thing .... or give the students 
a GOOD reason (tell them, not 
me) ..... The Chicago 7 now 
knows their fate .... seems like• 
the right wing can backlash 
through the "establishment" 
pretty hard ..... Since we don't 
have the "establishment" to 
"use" with us (which means 
we don't have the money .. .. or 
maybe its just our hairstyle) 
we might be in for a stormy 
decade ...... . 

Personality Focus. 

LABBY -JACKSON 

. By EVA ESCAMILLA 
"Some men see tltl!!gs as 

chey ·are and ask why, I see; 
things as they can be and say 
why not?" - this quotation by 
Robert Kennedy seem to sum 
up many of Larry's own ideas 
and thoughts. He is a serioq~ 
young man with progressive J<b 
eas that he hopes will one 
day help our society and our 
culture as a whole. His great
est ambition is to become a 
statesmen. "People have dif
ficulty in expressing their 
thoughts, their wants, and 

Letters to the 
their need,s". and for these 
reasons Larry's goals -are set 

Ed •t high. I O r His major interest in school 
is sociology and this ma_y -be 

I would like to take this opportunity to make a few 
comments on your fine editorial. 

why his favorite comedian is 
Dick GregC!__ryJ "H.e _ tell_s it_ 
like it is". Mr. Jackson likes 

First:-1 want to say- tliat ·you are ·so right, ltls_a_ sh_a!!!~ 
the way a few scandalous, scum students, tbtee or four, 
have ruined the student center for all the other good, 
religious, moral, upstanding students of our college. I am 
naturally speaking of the card sharks and the conscien
tious objectors, respectively. It is bad enough that the card 
players embarrass and distract the good students with 
their evil carousing; but when they go from table to table 
with the sole intention of destructing the furniture (and 
you know they do), that is too m~ch. They should each 
receive fifty lashes with a cat-o-nine-tails. 

(

everything from people to 
peanut butter sandwiches. This 
could be why most people 
find him very easy to get 
along with. 

What I personally, can not understand is why anyone 
would want to sit in the student center and play cards be
tween classes, when there is so many other things they 
could be doing.(Of cours-e tbey-ai-e to numerous ·to ·gc;-{nio 
at this time.) · -

In conclusion I must say that you did present a very 
open-minded, unbiased opinion of the card players in the 
student center. After such exposure I am sure that within 
one week they will vac·ate the present facilities never to 
return. 

To the editor of the InterCOM: 

Insincerely Yours, 
Cynthia Moreno 

Could someone please inform the students of English 
132 of the purpose of the new objectives set out this senies
ter? 

I agree that a student should be expected to work for a 
S!~d~ of a~ ~ or_ B, but the Freshman Engli~b teaches. 
·have almost reached the poinCof expecting too much. Some 
of us are not quite as gifted as these people seem to think. 
Others do not nave tne time to work on a group presenta
tion, but still have the desire to earn a grade of an A or B. 

It seems that it should be left up to the students to pre
sent-on an individual basis - evidence of work which 
merits a better-than-average grade. 

If one desires to achieve a higher grade, it seems that· he 
should be allowed the choice of either working with one 
of the extra-credit groups or preparing another type of 
original work has has done and which he can present on 
an individual basis. 

Unsigned 

nAsk and Ye Shall Be Given" 
The Standing Annual Sch

olarships which can be of
fered b_y the College of the 
Mainland Foundation- has in~ 
creased to 19. These are annual 
scholarships of $100 or more 
each of which has been "pledged 
by individuals or companies on 
an annual basis for students 
attending College of the Main
land. 

Recent additions to the list 
of donors are: 

AAUW - American Associa
tion of University Women, Texas 
City Branch $100.00 AFL-CIO of 
Galveston County, Two Scholar
shins _ of $100 each : $200.0Q. 
B & PW Business and Profes
sional Women, Texas City Even-

ing CluJ!a $100.00; Roy Hunter 
Equipment Company, $100.00; 
The E.E. Hammack Scholar
ship, $100.00. 

Donars of Standing Annual 
Scholarships previously re
ported are: GAF Corporation, 
four; Union Carbide, two; Texas 
City Civic Club, one; Miller Re
frigerationCompany ,one; What
aburger of Texas City, one; 
LULAC Council 255, one; Na
tional Secretaries Association, 
one; Jack and June McConnell, 
one; and the 1AM 9 AU Union, 
one. 

The college Foundation now 
lists 19 such scholarships worth 
a total of $2,350 per year con
tributed by 14 donors. 

Larry's dislikes are very 
few, but two things tha! h~n
estly upset him are racial in
justices and hypocracy. "The 
lackofBlackadministrationand 
staff at our school and people 
who say one thing and prac
tice another" are the two 
things he dislikes on campus. 
But he finds that they also 
exist off campus. "I believe 
that Blacks today are ~n !h~ 
verge of a new begmmng 
in their destiny. We now have 
the opportunity to learn who 
we are, what we can be and 
be proud of being what we 
are - Black!" 

Larry is a Freshman Sena
tor in the Student Government 
and a COM basketball player, 
who will continue to attend 
College of the Mainland next 
vear. 

The Problems 
of Transfering 

By MARY ALICE CADDIE 
A variety of courses are of

fered at College of the Main
land this semester, including 
anthropology and criminology. 
Will courses such as these 
transfer to any senior college 
in the state? "all courses will 
transfer, no problem. However, 
not all courses that transfer will 
apply toward degrees and pro
grams being sought," according 
to Roy Walker, counselor: of 
College of the Mainland. 

There are a few courses 
such as English 131 and 132, 
history 135 and 136 and physical 
education 111 and 112 or their 
equivalence which will trans
fer to any senior college in the 
state. But why only these 
courses? Why isn't there a pro
gram set up among all of the 
165 senior and junior colleges 
in the state whereby a student 
can transfer to any of these 
and have all of his credits 
transferred toward the degree 
of his choice? 

The problem of losing credits 
toward one's degree when trans-

(See PROBLEMS, ~age 4} 
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·Feature: Karate :Club· 
By EV A ESCAMILLA 

Probably the least publicized Club at College 
of the Mainland is the Karate Club. For this rea
son, the InterCOM · is running a special one-page 
lay-out on the Club and its advancements this 
year. The Club is headed by James L. Stevens. 
His studies at the House of Budo, in Texas 
City and Kim Soo Tae-Kwon College in Houston 
have earned him a Black Belt in Karate and a 
Brown Belt in Judo. 

The club itself works with the cooperation and 
association of the House of Budo. Both organiza
tions enter tournaments and perform contest 
together. Advancements in the Club are . made by 
the performance of Qualification Tests setup, 
and judged by a board of examiners. 

A Karate Student advances from colored 
belts starting with white and yellow 'Jelts, ad
vancing to blue, green and purple, to the highest 
honor belts earned -- the brown and black belts. 

The Karate Club is one of the very few Clubs 
which works for the Community. For example, 
it has given exhibitions to high schools and 
ele~entary schools in the sul'!'ounding area, and to 
such Clubs as the Boy and Girl Scouts of Ameri
ca. 

Thursday, February 19, the Karate Club per
formed for the Annual Parent - Boy Scout Ban
qet held at the Nessler Civic Center. 

The program consisted of technique and me
thods of defense and offense - Karate basically 
being a means of defense, where the strength 
of the person performing is of no importance. 
Karate has been called a sport that either crip-
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ples or kills with no blow ·considered efficiant 
unless it does one or the other. 

Today the sport is climbing in popularity. Wo
men have found that it can be applied as a de
fensive weapon against attackers or seducers. 
Men have discovered that the sport is a challenge 
that requires timing, concentration, and skill. 

Abraham Holmes. a second degree brown 
belt Karate man - James Smith, Bertha Aves, 
Eula Dials, blue belts - Stelra G-arza, Mark Tise, 
and Dennis Bowmen, yellow belts - and Karen 
Rowlson, white belt, participated in the demon
stration, Thursday night. 

An exhibition of different skills and techniques 
were demonstrated. Everything from, so called, 
simple shoulder throws and kicks, to ~udo (Ka
rate chop) , flying and running kicks were per
formed for the audience. 

Assisting is the demonstration, were James 
Johnson, a green belt man, and Frank Jameson, 
a yellow belt man. Both students from the 
House of Budo. 

The Club is now awaiting upcoming perfor
mances and tournaments. Their next tournament 
is on April 5, in Houston and all students are 
welcomed to attend, for they are hoping to re
turn with their share of trophies. Their last 
tournament proved to be a success when a for
mer COM student, Hank Darden won second 
place in the U.S. Mens Yellow Belt Division in 
Dallas. 

We wish the Club all the luck it deserves in 
their upcoming contests 11nd hope to show it a 
new and all-over support. 
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Sights and 
Sounds 

By DOUG MYERS 
I would like to dedicate 

this edition of the column to a 
man whose talent is only ex
ceded by his wealth. Bob 
Dylan's real name is Robert 
Zimmerman. H~ _ was born in 
Duluth, Minnesota on May 
24, 1941. He ran away from 
home seven times before he 
graduated from high school 
and went to the University 
of Minnesota for one semester. 
Bob Dylan was first publicly 
seen in a New York coffee
house. Since then, he has played 
Albert Hall, Carnegie Hall, Lin
coln Center. and manv other 
European Universities. He 
has won two of Britain's most 
coveted national awards; he 
won Best Folk Music Record 
for "Free Wheelin, ,·, and Most 

On a 
Clear 
Night 

Outstanding Newcomer to Re
cords. Last, but not least, he 
holds a place in Playboy's Hall 
of Fame. · 

Peter Sellers and Ringo Starr 
are now starring in a Common
wealth United Presentation 
entitled "The Magic Christian." 
Peter Sellers plays the part of 
Ringo's father and Raquel 
Welch is thro.wn lg !o g_ive_the 
flick ali!tle Jioc!y. tt is re~om
mencled for mature audiences, 
and is now playing In Houston 
... NBC will have a special 
March 14 called the Switched
On Symphony. The main attrac
tion will be the Los Angeles Phil
harmonic with assists from the 
great Ray Charles, Bobby Sher
man, and Jethro Tull. 

The 
Beautiful 

Place 
By PEGGY COLE 

A great meetin8 of musicians 
and music appreciators takes 
place every Sunday afternoon 
r,n Houston's.Milby Park. Bless-, 
ed with a band permit and 8' 
groovy little stone building with 
outside as well as inside plat
forms; rock groups, soul 
groups, folk singers, poetry 
readers, etc., come to play for 
their people. 

The people? Most are mem
bers of the "new society" but 
not all wear long hair and ' 
funny clothes. There is an in
evitable group of bikes -- each 
so beaufiully chopped from the 
stock model as to have it's 
own personality or to reflect 
that of it's owner. Young parents 
bring their children to soak 
in the sun or play father -
and - son football, and no one 
who has a dog would. think of 
leaving him at home. Others 
come to meet friends and lovers 
and discuss the activities of the 
week. Everyone enjoys the 
feeling of tranquility. . 

Upon arriving at the park, 
one follows tlie music-past the 
Jone park patrolman sitting in 
his car to a small hill filled 
with people listening to the 
musicians who top the hill. He 
can stay and listen or stroll 
over to the field where others 
are swinging, see-sawing or 
flying kites. If he chooses, 
he can take a trip through the 
tangled little woods that are 
penetrated by a polluted 
green canal. If the day is 
warm, he may get in on some 
lemonade that is--often d°istri
buted by . . whomever happens 
to bring-'it. If it is cold or 
wet, the whole group moves 
inside to listen to the music. 

By MIKE GOEBEL 
At College of the Mainland 

an astronomy club is being 
formed. There will be studies of 
the stars, instruction, and guest 
speakers. Telescopes will be 
provided to probe the outer ' 
limits of visual astronomy. If 
you are interested in ioinin.1ot th~ 
club, call Mike Goebel at 935_-
5364. Would you like to come 
swing on a star? 

• • Problems-
<eont1n11ed From Page 2) 

ferrlng from one college to 
another may have a definite 
bearing on his future. Use 
t,_.e followin'!, 4/i llJJ exarnvle. 
Harry graduated from high 
school in May of 1968. Al
though he wanted to major In 
sociology, he was undecided 
about which senior college 
he should attend. Therefore, 
Harry enrolled at College of the 
Mainiand and took courses 
which should contribute toward 
his degree. At the end of his 
second year, he decided to at
!~nd _Lamar State College of 
TecbnoloJO". Why ~ma~ Tech'f 
. Well, Harry's uncle had re- -
cently moved into the area and 
offered him to stay at his home 
should he desire to attend that 
particular college. Later on 
Harry found out that about one 
third of his credits would not 
transfer toward his degree. 
Harry had about three· choic
es. He could have attended 
Lamar Tech losing one third of 
his credits; be could have 
attendedLamarTechandchange 
his major so that he would 
lose less credits; or he could 
have transferred to another 
senior college. Harry chose to 
do the third. He got a job before 
transferring so that his room 
and board fee could be paid. 
Qnfortunately, the job paid 
very well and he was good- at 
it; he has not yet transferred 
to a senior college. 

How long will it take before 
Harry realizes that a college 
education is more important 
than the money he is present
ly earning? On the other hand 
he may never return to college 
and a better future may have 
been washed down the drain. 
Why? All because no one would 
tackle the problem which af
fects the ieaders and followers 
of tomorrow . . Is this a good 
enough reason to gamble with 
something as important as an 
individual's future? 

Away · 

They Go_ 
By BUTCH TURNER 

There have been many 
questions by the students, as 
to why some of the vending 
machines have been removed 
from the. Student Center. Ac
cording to Dr. Elsom, cigar
ettes, Pastry, and hot food 
machines, are being removed 
in order to reface and repair 
them. 

The machines will be moved 
to the new campus after re
pairs are made and hopefully 
in good working conditions. 

Inside the 
Senate 

By DOUG MEYERS 
This article was previously 

written by Sonny Kline, but 
due to his transfer to the · 
University of Texas, I have been 
appointed to report on Senate 
actions. Despite popular be-• 
liefs; the Senate has been1 
quite busy, and if you have the 
interest you claim to have, 
you'll read these reports from 
the meetings of January 14 
and February 11. 

The Presidential By Laws 
Clause VII was passed by a 
vote of seven to one. The 
Proposed Bill to Establish 
Recall Procedure was sub
mitted by Senator Jackson 
and passed by a vote of seven 
yes and one absention. The 
proposed bill to Bar All Non
Students from the Student 
Center was submitted by Sena
tor Williams and passed un
animously. The bill to provide 
for choosing a faculty advis
or passed by a majority 
vote. A proposed bill to expel 
any Senator or Executive Of
ficer missing 4 consecutive 
.meetings was submitted by 
Senator Ramos and passed by 
a vote of 7 yes and 1 absen
tion. The Senate accepted un
animously the resignation of 
Doug Myers from the Stu
dent Gourt. 

Other resignations were ac
cepted by sohpomore Senators 
John Calhoun, Mike Chambers, 
and Curtis Miles. The proposed 
charter for the Literary Maga
zine was tabled until the next 
meeting. The next · meeting 
will be announced in the new 
building. SHOW UP OR SHUT 
UP! 

Sul!lmer Trip 
By EV A ESCAMILLA 

Midwestern University, at 
Wichita Falls has a program 
in which you, as a college stu
dent, may be interested in. 
It is a summer study program 
which would take some de
serving student to France, 
Germany or Mexico. 

The programs are all -or
ganized with the cooperation of 
the Universite' of Rennes in 
Fr,ance. The Monterrey Techni
.cal Institute in Monterrey, 
Nuevo Leon, Mexico, and the 
Universitat Rogenburg in Ger
many. 

They are opened to all 
college students of undergradu
ate status. Hi~h school gradu
ates who plan to enter· college 
in the fall are also excepted -
on some of the programs. But 
all applicants must be in good 
standings with their academic 
institutions in all respects. 

Cost varies from program 
to program; France and Ger
many, for residents of Texas, 
is $550, and $390 per academic 
year at Monterrey. 

In some cases, part-time jobs 
-are available, especially in 
teaching English, and work 
permits are readily granted. 
G.I. Bill recipients qualify for 
full scale VA benefits, and fi
nancial aid advisors for stu
dent loans are alway avail
able. 

If you are interested in fur
ther information, and are will
ing to spend a summer away 
from Texas · City, please check 
with the InterCOM office. 

Community-
<conunued from . Page 1) 

tion and unequal protection 
uode_r _the law, but even more 
butstanding fs die universal ipa
thy we Ima con~rnig the right 
of men under the constitution. 

Minorities are tired of their 
second class cit.iz\nship: to 
be discussed. in my next 
article ltEVULu 1lU1'! 

Rock Band 
Formi-ng 

By PAUL MAB.I\Y 
Doug Fenity, Kemah Sopho

more, has announced the for
mation of a band to be made 
up of C.O.M. students. Doug, 
an organist who has had ex
perience with the "Matchbox" 
and the " Fugitives" says the 
band will play soul and hard 
rock. He also stated that 
guitarists, sax players, horns, 
and a drummer are needed. 
An audition date will be posted 
and you must have your own 
equipment. 

Doug says that he has been 
getting excellent cooperation 
from Dr. Taylor on the pro
ject. He hopes to have free 
dances every other Friday 
with the first coming about a 
month after the move. 

As yet, the band is un
named, and Doug is asking for 
some good suggestions from 
the student body. For more in
formation contact Doug Fen
ity, Ke~ah, 877-1151. 

Teacher
<eeatmuect from Page 1) 
of :rexas. He has completed two 
years graduate work at ~he 
National University of MeXIco_ 
in Mexico City. He is currently 
working toward his doctorate 
in history. 
In 1968 he performed re, 

search in the National .Ar
chives in Mexico City study
ing the Impact of the 'fexas 
Revolution on the Government 
of Mexico. His paper, "'fhe 
Impact of the 'fexas Revolu
tion on the Government and 
Politics of Mexico, 1836-1838" 
was published in 1969. 

In 1969 Manuel did research 
in Europe with emphasis on 
Spanish contributions to the 
liistorv and culture of the wes
tern hemisphere. We can look 
forward to seeing -an interst
ing paper published as a re
sult ot this most recent re
search. 

Cue-
<coaiunued from Page 1) 
The committee agreed una

nimously on the following: 
There will be no restrictions 

on smoking in the following 
areas: 

LRC BUILDING- The smok
ing lounge on the mezzaine 
floor. The smoking area to be 
provided on the second floor 
of the LRC. 

TECH-VOC BUILDING -
Vending services area, Stu
dent Lounge. 

ADMINISTRATION .-CLASS
ROOM BUILDING - Vending 
services area, Student lounge 
area, Student Government of
fice areas, The Pit area, Pool 
table area. 

'ibere will be no restrictions 
on eating and drinking in the 
following areas: · 

ADMINISTRATION-CLASS
ROOM BUILDING - Vending 
services area. 

TECH-VOC BUILDING -
Vending services area, Stu
dent Lounge area . 

Anywher1; outside of the 
buildings, proper. 

Ya'II 
Come 

The 38th edition of the 
Houston Livestock Show & 
Rodeo will be held February 
25 through March 8. For the 
fifth year the Houston Live
stock Show will be held in the 
Exposition Building, while the 
Astrodome will house the Ro
deo and performance classes 
in the horse show. 

Exhibitors and rodeo con
testants will compete for re

. cord premiums in excess of 
$333,276.10. All indicati~ns are 
that the number of entries will 
far exceed any -in the his
tory of the shgw. _ 

Top professioal cowboys 
compete for premiums in ex
cess of $100,000 in rodeo mon
ey. Plenty of excitement will 
be provided as these men en
ter one or all five events, 
which include bull riding, 
steer wrestling, calf roping, 
bareback bronc riding and 
saddle bronc rising. 

At each oerformance 24 
boys will scramble for 12 cal
ves in the World's largest 
calf scramble. Aftereachscarm
ble 12 lucky boys will each 
take home a $200 certificate 
with which to purchase a 
calf of their own, while 12 
others will take home their 
bumps and bruises to heal be
fore entry in next year's show. 

Stars from the entertain
ment world include Elvis 
Presley who will open the 
show with matinee and even
ing performances on February 
27, 28, and March 1; Charley 
Pride on March 2, 3, and 4; 
Bobby Goldsboro for one 
night only, March 5; and Buck 
Owens and Roy Clarke on 
March 6, 7 and 8. 

Dates for the 1970 Houston 
"Livestock Show & Rodeo are 

. February 25 through March 8. 
A change from previous years 
has been made· in the Show 
schedule by restri"cting the 
first two days, February 25 
and 26, to livestock judging 
and sales. 

The Rodeo will open with a 
matinee performance at 2: 00 
p.m., Friday, February 27. 
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The purpose of this letter is to welcome all 
metnbers of the College of the Mainland Com
munity, their friends and families to the College's 
new home. As you can see, we have just mov
ed in but we are not yet altogether settled. There 
are many things to be done to make our move 
complete. 

I know that you share with me a certain sad
ness on leaving the Booker T. Washington cam
pus. We had three wonderful years togetber there. 
The question has been raised: How can the Col
lege of the Mainland spirit be maintained and 
enhanced once we are in our much larger new 
quarters? My response to that question is: If 
the College of the Mainland spirit is based on 
anything real, the · size of the campus really will 
not make that much difference. • 

__J{ the new campus says anything at all it says 

:co LLEG~ OF THE ~AINLAND: THURSDAY MARCH 12, 1970 

.REMEMBER 
THE .BOX 

By BUTCH TURNER 
The . new science depart

ment houses four buildings. 
One being a faculty suite, one 

· containing the physics, geolo
gy and chemistry classes and 
labs, one containing the math 
and Introduction to Data Pro
cessing classes, one containing 
the biology classes and labs, 
the greenhouse and the aquar-

t-~--itn · -..i animal clisR}a:y""'s .,_ .. ~-= 

that College of the Mainland is a pface for human 
beings rather than numbers. The beautiful new 
campus reflects the view of the Board of Trustees 
that students are full persons and that their per
sonhood is to be celebrated at College of the 
Mainland not only in the human relations of 
the institution but in the physical environment 
It~~ I 

The question has been raised: "Will they take 
care of it?" Is there any . doubt in your minds 
that we will fake care of it? 

Again, "welcome" as you and your friends in 
the faculty and staff start afresh in your beauti
ful new surroundings. 

N_EW FACES 
The spring Initiates were 

introduced at the regular meet
ing of Phi Theta Kappa. The 
· purpose of the clul;l was ex
plained• to the initiates. They 
will be given a test Tuesday, ' 
March 10, and initiation will 
be the following week. 
HO'"DY PAP,.,.., 

Cor(l.ially, 
Herbert F. Stallworth 

_Pr~sident 
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COUNT THE 
LOUNGES 
-- By PAUL MABRY 

The· faculty suite is located 
in the west building. It con
tains 10 office areas; 101 
secretary, 102 unoccupied, 103 
Mary Ann Self, 104 Chapman, 
105 Bennet, 106 and 107 unoc
cupied, 111 Bordelon, 115 Gary, 
and 116 Charles Self. Accord
ing to Ml'.. Bordelon the now 
-uno_c~upied areas will probably 
be put to use next year due to 
the fact there will be added 
members to the science facul
ty. Also within the faculty 
suite there are two seminar 
rooms (rooms 118 and 112) 
and a work room (room 110) 
and storage room (room 109). 

--~•.,:,"4lh- U .. l'·-,--..;;;.___._...:....... __ ~ 

One of more popular games 
on campus these days is 
"Count the Lounges", and it 
is obvious from the total, that 
our new facilitiesr were de
signed with the student in 
mind. The Leaming Resources 
Center, the Technical Voca
tional Building, and the Ad
ministration Building, all claim 
numerous areas for relaxa

,tion and enjoyment. 

The north building contains 
the physics (room 100), geolo
gy (room 120) and chemistry 
labs (room 125) all very well 
equipped. There are prepara-· 
tion. and storage areas for
this building in rooms· 122-124. 
Room 121 is an electrical and 
storage room, There is also a 
dark room for ·· physical ex
periments (room 119). · 

The math classroom is lo- . 
cated in the east building, 
here, analysis, finite mathe
matics, calculus. I, and Intro
duction to Data Processing 
are being taught. The building 
also contains storage rooms and 
restrooms. 

The south building houses 
the biology labs and class
rooms (room 134 and 131). 
Within this building there are 
preparation and storage rooms 
(room 133), a greenhouse 
(room 132) and an aquarium 
display for experiments (room 
135). According to Mr. Borde
lon, initially the aquariums 
were to be built in, but due to 
circumstances they are not. 
So in order to help set up the 
aquarium they are calling in a 
cuator from Galveston to give . 
creative suggestions. Also there 
are animals kept ,here to be 

See BOX pg. 4 

CbMP,UTE 
IH-JS 

By BUTCH TURNER 
Red wood walls, set off by 

'dark cork panels · and hard 
cement floors ....... the Techni-
cal Vocational Building is one 

_ of many contrasts. In the 
building the temporary Stu
dent Union is found, it con
tains chairs and couches for · 
lounging and food and drink 
machines for the students 
convenience. 

AVT, Typing, Business Ma
chines, and Electronic labs 
are found here, containing many 
new machines ,and equipment. 
Large areas for drafting, weld
ing, keypunch, and auto me
chanics have been provided 
for in the Tee Voe Building. 

In an orange - velour - walled 
suite we find the offices of 
Mr. Walker in room T-148, 
Mrs. Burks, Director of Techni
cal and Vocational Education, 
T-150; Mr. Rusk, Instructor 
in Drafting, T-131; Mr. Symms, 
Instructor in Electronics, T-
138; apd Mrs. Grimmes, Se
cretary T-151. 

Further into "the building, 
located on the south east part 
of the campus, are the offices 
of Miss Karen Tantillo T-117; 
Mrs. Bennick, Business Typ
ing and accounting Teacher, T-
119; Mrs. Elliott, Keypunch, 
T-122· Mrs. Thorogood, 
Typhlg and Introductory Busi-, 
ness Instructor, T-123; Mr. 

See COMPUTE pg. 4 

SA Y CAN 
YOU SEE 

-
By JOHN WHITMfflE 

It was a cool and wet day 
as the American and Texas 
flags were unfurled over the 
new campus at College of the 
Mainland. 

Presiding over the ceremony 
on the 27th of February were 
such dignataries as Dr. Stall
worth, President of the Col
lege; Bill W. Flaniken, Secre
tary of the Board of Trustees; 
Paul Teague, member of the 
Board of Trustees: Dr. Jerome 
McAlllster, member of the 
Board; Wilber Arrington, 
President of the Greater 'l'exas 
City - La Marque. Chamber of 
Commerce; and Doug Latimer, 
Prlsident of .the Student Body. 

The ceremony itself lasted 
only a short 20 minutes since 
moving from the temporary 

See SEE pg. 4 

U: 00 - 12: 30 (College Hour 
The Board Room 
REFRESHMENTS SERVED. 

IT .WAS NEVER 
THE SAME 

By BRENDA KELLY 
Perhaps the most impressive 

building on our new campus is 
the Learning Resources Cen
ter. The beauty of the building 
lies in its elegant and func
tional simplicity. Walking 
through the L.R.C., one ob
serves that it must serve as 
an example of a "place for 
everything, and everything 
in its place." 

The Center is comprised of 
three floors: the Ground Floor, 
the Mezzanine, and the Second 
Floor. There is no eating or 
drinking in this building. In 
addition to the uncovered 
floor areas, one may smoke 
in the lounges located on the . 
mezzanine floor and the sec
ond floor (room 257), and in 
the faculty _offices suites. 

.Seep~. 4 

r~7I'ht: Ari.."nmil>trati~ 1ill!!in..,"---.--. 
Hoasts the largest number of 
student services. For instance, 
there is a student lounge area 
with vending machines and a 
quiet lounge with couches, throw 
rugs, · and tables (no - card_ 
playing please). A first for 
COM is the new Games Room, 
which will feature two pool 
tables, card tables, and hope-
fully soon a vending area. 

"The Pit" is another lounge 
area, decorated with glass 
topped tables, colorful, com
fortable chairs and a shag 
carpet. The Learning Resource 
Center is mainly used for 
classroom instruction but it 
does contain a smoking lounges 
on the Mezzanine and 2nd 
Floors and we would like the 
students to remember not . to 
smoke only in designated 
areas. 

A vending area and student 
lounge is to be found in the 
Technical Vocational •Building. 
Business machines and other 
equipment, for student use can 
be found in this area. · 

Seek out the advantages 
the new campus offers you. 
But remember, they are to be 
used and not abused. 

IT'S A . 
GROOVE MAN 



.. 

Editorial 

TAKE YOUR CHOICE 
HU MAN, NEGRO, OR WHITE 

By ROBERT NARVAEZ 
C.AN WE CO NT INUE 

TURNING OUR BACKS ? 

TAKE A STAND 
Have you, a black or white, thought about 

where your "Native" country is? If you have
be it Ireland, Spain, France, Africa, or any other 
country-think how , you, an American would be 
accepted if you •were forced to return there. By LARRY JACKSON 

Why ,should I, a white man, look down upon I feel insulated everytime a 
the negro? Many people would answer this white wants to know what 1 
question with a variety. of reasons, some being: think about him. I feel that I 
the Bible says Blacks are not to be equal, Blacks must tell him what I think he 

wants to hear so I won' t be have no morals what so ever, Niggers stink, or bothered by him Jong. That's 
even Niggers have more sexual powers than the way it used to be, baby, 
Whites and ruin our women. but true Black brothers don't 

Conversely, Blacks dislike Whites, because: give a damn about what any-
Whites think we are trash, Whitey holds us back one, especially whites, think 
because he is afraid of our capabilities equaling about us as a people. 
or suIBassin~ his, the Whites are frightened that I'm not a militant; I am only 

· 1 t th · d t 11 th · a human being and I truly we w1 s ea e1r women an even ua y e1r think that it should not make a 
country, or Whites hate us because we are some- difference what color your 
thing he feels has not evolved to the same skin is. It is what you say and 
evolutionary level as him; we are still African · believe that makes you what 
Primates. you are. Some whites think 

A narrow-minded person's views are expressed that what they do is unquest-
in all of the supposed, mostly true, views I have ionably right. On March 3, 
used but in no way share. If people would stop 1970, the first riot of the de-
being Pro-Wallacite and Pro-Militant, we might cade involved two hundred 
be able to solve our prpblem. The basic problem whites with axe handles a-

f ~ ~ l against thirty or so grade perhaps being a lack o love, love 1.or your 1.e - school children who were beat-
low man. , · en only because they are Black. 

Religion is not very popular today but one White brothers, it is you who 
religious philosophy can be beautifuliy applied cause Black Nationalism and 
to the problem, "Do unto others as you would general mistrust for whites by 
have them do unto you." or even the non - re- Blacks. You can say "All Men 
ligious thought of loving one for his qualities, Are Created Equal" and in 
good or bad, and hot hating one for bemg born the same breath say "schools 
a different color than your own. Of course there that are equal can be segre-
are many bigots who will, for their own benefit, gated." IT is you _who can b~s_e 

gated.'; It is you who can base 
play the role of the liberal so that they will be personal integrity on skin color 
able to progress in a certain area of our society The next time (if you're 
not having racial pred. white) insteadofaskin ho o_ 

At our old campus racial distru_st. ha , ,_rr-what;.....--.-~rnur-.s w- B acks; ask 
-

0 v:er you -would like to ca 1 1t was present. When what do Blacks feel, as a 
one walked into the Student Union he saw the people, about someday having 

. individuals basic freedoms being applied, freed- total psychological freedom 
om to sit were he liked, freedom to choose his from whites. ,You might juSt 

feel that you have asked 
own - friends- a-nd associates, and so forth. Did something beneficial to you 
you ever notice, however, that one side of the· and your brother. 
building was occupied by Blacks the other by 
whites? Future racial attitudes are going to be 
made by US not the older people, they tried and 
failed, so we have to start seeing each other 
as our "White Brother" or "Black Brother" 
and strive for human equality. It's a little idea
listic but, treat me like your brother, you are 
mine. Apply it once or twice to see how it works, 
sure you may get :rebuked once maybe twice 
but try anyway. 

SUMMER DOLLARS 
By PAT EVANS . 

Part time employment 
under· the work-study program 

will be available to students 
again this summer; according 
to Dan Doyle, Coordinator of 
Financial Aid and Placement 
at College of the Mainland . 
To qualify for employment, 
the student must be enrolled 
in College of the Mainland 
or accepted for enrollment, 
carrying a .minimum 12-hour 
study load; the student must 
file a Confidential Fam,ily 
Financial Statement which is 
computed by the • American 
College Testing Program (ACT). 
The resulting print out in
dicates the amount a family 
can contribute toward the 
student's education and how 
much additional financial · 
aid is necessary. If additional 
funds are necessary, the 
student may work part time 
on the work-stu~}'._ pro(?"ant. 

In some cases loans an<l· 
grants may also be provided. 
A maximum of fifteen hours 
of work per week may be 
provided, and the ho~rly wage 
has recently been raised from 
$1.30 to $1.45. 

Positions may require 
students who can type, file, 
tutor, collate, or work i~ the 
custodial or maintenance de
partments. ·No distinction is 
made between male and fe
male applicants, and no age 
limit is set. 
· Opportunities for other kinds · 
of employment, including 
placement in off-ca1!1pus jobs, 
are somewhat limited. Bus
iness and industry are begin

.Jlffll( to use O\!r placement 
services more and as stu
dents apply, more posititlns will 
be filled . . 

"Our main concern is to 
help the student who could 
not afford an education with-

BETTER LATE 'DIAN NEVER 

Our illustrious editor exhibits 
his fine Karate talents. 

· out financial assistance. Our 
office is open every school day, 
and we welcome applicants to 
come in and talk to us about 

•the program, at any time," 
Doyle stated. He added that 

- a,iyone interested in the sum
mer work-study program, or 
anyone_ who needs finant;ial 
assistance for his education 
at Coll~ge of the Mainland,_ 

-should see him any time from 
now until the summer semester 
begins. 

THE RAPPER, 
By JOHN WHITMIRE 

An open letter to the ,administration: 
Dear Sirs, 

It is with great pleasure and 8ride that we 
the students and staff of the InterC M have made 
this move. It is truly a dream come true. 

In the upcoming months I hope to see a 
stabilization of classes and a "return to Nor
malcy" , to borrow a phrase. I am sure that I 
will find several inadequecies in this institution, 
but that is to be expected. In bringing them out 
I hope to better this school and bring about a line 
of communication, between the Administration 
and students, which I feel has not been accom
plished as of yet. 

In answer to the letters to the Editor: 
The reason for my concern over the P.E . out

fits and the Xerox copier is- due to several 
students who have showen their concern and 
have approached me for information. As 
far as P.E . outfits are concerned, why not wear 
our own clean white Gym type uniforms? 

What is the "Establishment"? First, I feel they 
comprise the average working man. I do not mean 
this in a derogatory way. Second, the Establish

-_ ment consists of the corporation, the courts, and 
; other institutions such as schools ect. 

· Because of the existing situation, revolts, mar
. ches, ect. the word "Establishment" has taken on 
· a negative value, which I did not intend to be 
the case. 

To rap just once: It would be a good idea to 
install pay phones at various points around the 
school. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Dear Sir: 

Please permit me to use space in the inter
COM to share with my colleagues in the Stu
dent Body some background of some of the 
architecture in our new campus. 

As you know, College of the Mainland does 
not have a student center building. To provide 
space for some student center functions in 
the meantime, we have used spaces which will 
at some point in the future be dedicated to other 
uses. Because our tern orar sµ1d.ent CeJnu1i:-~----......, 
:aciliti weT no planne for long-run student 
center uses in mind, we have some problems. 
For instance, the problem of sound transmis
sion from the record players into office areas 
is one that we shall have to work together to 
solve. 

I would like to call special attention to the 
background of "The ;i>it" . _"The Pit" is the s_un~en 
area in the Admimstration-Classroom Bmldmg. 

When the campus was being planned the staff 
and the architects pondered the problem of what 
could be done to provide the campus with a cen
ter of interest - a work of art. Consideration was 
given to building a __foundation. Another idea was 
a mural. It was finally decided that he center 
of interest should be to some setent useful. We 
settled on the idea of " The Pit". The idea be
hind the pit is simply this: It is a beautiful 
place which is, itself, a work of art. It is a 
very quiet lounge where students, visitors, and 
staff may go for contemplation or for normal 
conversation and study. " The Pit" was not 
designed as an extension of the student center. 
For aesthetic reasons, as well as some very 
practical reasons,. I want to share with you some 
of the thngs that "The Pit" should not be used 
for: games, loud visiting, music, etc. To be more 
specific with respect to games, "The Pit" is not 
for card playing. 

"The Pit" is not yet completed. Beautiful · plants 
and planters are on order and will be delivered 
soon. When "The Pit" is complete I am sure you 
will agree with those who invented it that it is, 
indeed, a beautiful place - a work of art. 

To the Editor, 

Cordially, 
Herbert F. Stallworth 

President 

In regard to the substance within the article 
"THE RAPPER" I got uptight. It appears that 
this school, as it is , is pretty dog-gone liberal. 
Why is there a constant knocking of one rule, in 

, preticular, about dress codes for boys P.E.? Not 
only is it customary to have a set uniform, but 
it really looks better. So what if it goes against 
the philosophy of the school, do you wa!J.t a 

(CONT. PG. 2) 



PERSONALITY FOCUS 
Here we are on a new cam

pus, with new surroundings, 
new faces, and hopefully new 
ideas, and for these reasons 
the personality focus is taking 
on a new face this month - a 
focus on teachers - a focus we 
hope will continue off and on 
,throughout this semester. 

The teachers will not be 
picked at random, they will be 
the teachers we find that most 
students want to know about, 
hear, and hopefully learn from 
their ideas and vi! 
face us today. 

Mack Gary and Brenda 
Brown are our two choices 
this week. Mr. Gary is a Bio
logy instructor, at College of the 

.Mainland. He received his 
B.A. from Erisk University in 
Nashville Tenneessee, his M.A. 
from Texas Southern Univer
sity in Houston, and finished 
his graduate work at Colorado 
State College and Colorado 
State University. He is presently 
working on his P.H.D., studying 
at Pennsylv.ania State Univer
sity. 
· Mr. Gary seems to be a 
very unusual person. From a 
personal survey we found that 
people either like or dislike Mr. 
Gary with little or no feelings 
in-between. When asked about 

-this, M-r. Gary said that he was 
interested in what the students 
thought about him but admitted 
that he was surprised to find 
such negative and positive 1 

views. 
He is a very witty man, 

sharp in his opinions and 
shrewd in his thoughts. Before 
teaching at COM, Mr. Gary, 
taught in Beaumont and La 
Marque Lincoln . ,HP feels that 
there is · a diffe: i cnce . in atti
tudes on th:: COM campus, com
pared to the campus in Beau
mont.Hefinds thatfreedom, both 
student and teaching, are found 
on campus not found on others 
as freely . . He feel s that these 

TRACK 
TEAM 

By MARK DE V ASIER 

In the up and coming 
world of sports, track and 
Karate seem to be the most 
active on campus. The track, 
consisting of Greg Hardy, 
Steve Applegate, Ronnie Rob
icheoux, David Pevoto, Clyde 
Sutton, Emmerson Allen, and 
Ronald Sefcik is now in train
ing. They are training at Trahan 
Park and at La Marque High 
School. Two meets have been 
scheduled thus far; one is 
scheduled for March 15 at San 
Jacinto College. Another meet 
is scheduled for March 21 in 
Pasadena for the Nig Brown 
Relays. Our young men are 
running hard and are out for 
some wins this year. 

The Karate Club went to the 
University of Houston last 
Saturday, February 28. 'The 
tournament was sponsored by 

freedoms are a working ground 
for both the student and the 
teacher. It gives both of them 
an opportunity to use these 
freedoms to their best advan
tage-not abuse. Teachers are 
free to use new teaching and 
educational methods; the stud
ent has the opportunity to ad
vance through these methods. 

When asked about the at
titude of our young adults on 
the campus-of their differences 
in the attitudes compared to 
the attitudes of the youth in 
his day, Mr. Gary said, " the 
attitudes are different and they 
should be". He feels that with
out the maJor stucl~nt force 
concentration fuund on campus
es today that many important 
and vital issues would not have 
been reco®ized. 

Brenda Brown is the bright 
eyed English Lit teacher with 
a fast wit and dry humor. She 
receive her B.A. and her M.A. 
at the University of Alabama, 
and has previously taught at 
the University of Alabama and 
Louisiana Tech. 

She feels that the biggest 
difference between Louisiana 
Tech and U of A, compared with 
COM is that they lacked in 
racial attitude and communica
tions. "It shouldn' t make a dif
ference what color your skin is", 
opportunity should not 
be determined by the 
_color of one's skin. 

Mrs. Brown is the type of 
person who remembers you as 
a person first-and ignores the 
fact and honestly cannot under
stand-why PEOPLE are class
ified as Negro Americans, 
Mexican Americans, Spanish 
Americans, Indian Americans, 
or wbatever. We are humans 
and isn't that what counts'! 

E verybody gets a chance; 
education is not made so ex
pensive and standards are not 

See BROWN pg. 4 

Barnes at 
COM 

Lieutenant Governor Ben 
Barnes is slated to speak at the 
ceremony dedicating the new 
facilities .at College of the Main
land at 4 p.m ., M..iid, ..!l. HJ70 
on the new campus, 8001 Palmer 
Highway in Texas City. 

College officials are hopeful 
that citizens of this area will 
meet together in celebrating this 
momentous occasion for the 
CollegeDistrtct. All facilities will 
be open for inspection following 
the official ceremony and ·re
freshments will be served in each 
of the four major buildings until 
7 p.m. 

the International Student Organ
ization. Eula Dials and Karen 
Rowlson tied for second place 
in. the· women's division. David I 
!Yeaman, a second degree b1ac1, 
!belt f'rom the House of Buc!.l, 
took first place in the men's 
division. The Karate Club, now 
pradicing at the olli campus, 
welcomes any person to join. 

I SWEAR 
By JOHN WHITMIRE 

With the words, " raise 
your right hand and repeat 
after me ... . " , tlie recently 
elected officers for our Stu
dent Senate, Lycem Council, 
and InterCOM were officially 
installed into their respective 
positions. 

The ceremony was presided. 
over by Doug Latimer at the 
COH Building on the 23rd of 
February. Comment~ were 
made prior and preceeding the 
initiation, dealing with the 
poor turn out of students as 
well as teachers at the cere
mony. 

The only two faculty mem
bers present were Dr. Elsom 
and Mr. Ginsberg, Student 
Government Advisor. Both 
gave their congratulations to 
the new members, words of 
advice on how to handle the 
office, and a plea for progress 
in our school. 

We congratulate all the 
newly elected members and 
wish them the best. 

Correction - Freshman Sena
tor: Curtiss Loyd. 

EASTER 
BEAT 

Over 75 musicians and en
tertainers making up 15 na
tionally known groups will be 
featured at a three day Peace 
Festival on March 26, 27, and 
28 near Lubbock. 

The Southwest 1970 Peace 
Festival was organized by 
the southwestern population 
of interested people. Over 25,-
000 people are expected. The 
festivals official symbol is a 
wishbone and its theme "Do 
You Believe in Wishes". 

Entertainment will include 
the Vanilla Fudge, Muddy 
Waters, Canned Heart, The 
Flock, Truth, Joe Kelly Blues 
Band, Johnny Winter, Zephr, 
Blue Mountain Eagles and 
Sweetwater. 

Others will be Delaney and 
Bonny and Friends, The Fran
tics, The Bangor Flying Circus 
and The Beast. Tickets for 
the festival went on sale on 
February 23 by mail. Prices 
range from $13.50 for all three 
days to $5.00 per day. A thtee
day advance ticket includes 
free camping area on the 
site, the box office itself will 
be opened at the site each 
day. 

All mail orders should be 
addressed to: Southwest Fes
tival Inc., Box 6394, Lubbock, 
Texas, 79413. 
-30-

CLOWNING 
By ANN BREAZEAL 

The College of the Mainland 
Drama Club has decided on 
producing the three act comedy 
" A Thousand Clowns :" Tryout~ 
were held recently and parts 
w~re filled as follows: Murry · 
Lucien Kettle; Sandra: Shirley 
Lynch; Leo: Joe Stockman; 
Arpold: Nathan Simar; Albert: 
Gehe Segelquist; and Nick: 
Mike Stidham. 

Directoress and directors for 
the play were Ann Breazeale, 
Joe Stockman, and Greg Mac 
Kenna . 

Yes, here again is another 
plea for your help. We will 
definetly need help with props, 
scenery, costumes, sets, and 
makeup. So, anyone and every
one interested please contact 
Mrs. Jo Ann Peveto, our Spon
sor, or a member of the Drama 
Club. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
. (From Pg. 2) 

scp.ool or -a pigpen? Also about the zerox machine. 
Did you know that very few colleges let students 
use Xerox Machine as freelv as we do? 
Most colleges, in fact, have Xerox machines 
vencter1zect It takes money for that paper being 
used. Many times people Xerox when they can 
actual_ly read the article at the ttme, I · guess 
watchmg paper come out and wastmg is a new 
fad at COM. I hope you know that this college 
isn't running off of air. Think about it. 

Hair Peace 
?.S. Mr,-, J. C. W~itmire will you define "Es-ta~ 

~lishment for me m your next article. Please! ! 
Thank you. 

Dear Editor, 
I am the scum that litters your Student Center! 

I guess in a way spade playing between classes 
CQl!.ld be used as an excuse for failures, and I 

.do_ s.9l~ninlY realize that because of us that 
the tables were almost always occupied with card 
games and this did stop any stuctyrng tnat wou1a 
have been done. I also know that because of bad 
manners and I DO mean bad and filthy manners 
the Stud~nt Center was usually a pig pen. I have 
no solution for this, unless you do discontinue 
all spade playing. Also you may try and stop 
all .nonstudents from sharing the privile$es of
fered by COM. 'This of course would mclude 
persons as myself who have dropped out and the 
KIDS, High School, Junior High, and Elementry 
Kids! It would also help if we had other means 
of recreation besides spade playing, but we don't. 
But when you call the spade players the scum of 
the student body, you are calling better than 75 
per cent of the day students scum~ 'The few that 
don't plav ~nades and don't associate in the 
Student, _ ~.ner sit back as yourself Mr. Editor 
and judge! WHO GAVE YOU 'fHE RIGHT? 

Sincerely Mr. Spade Major Himself, 
Ralph Delanoix 

Mr. Delanoix, 
I am very glad that one of the "Spade Majors" 

as I dubed you in my editorial has at least bo: 
thered to write a rebuttal. It saddens me however 
to see that this letter was written by someone 
who dropped out of College of the Mainland irnd 
not an active student. 

Many of your suggestions have been voted · on 
and passed, these bemg: . 

1. There- is to be no card playing in apy of 
the vending areas or-in the Qmet Lounge. 
Card playing will be allowed in the Smok
ing Lounges and Games Room only. 

2. Persons not enrolled in College of the Main
land will no longer be allowed t0 play cards 
or even enter the Games Room without 
first obtaining a. Visitor's Pass from the 
Student Government. Student I.D. 's and 
Visitor's Passes will be checked by the 
attendent on duty in the Games Room. 

. I feel that these rules will stop the migra-
tion of non-students from secondary and ele.: 
mentary schools to our campus. As for different 
forms of recreation, at this time there are two 
pool tables in the Games Room and a group of 
students are now trying to obtain different types 
of games for the Smoking Lounges and Games 
Room. · ~--·· 

Scum's? The only reply I have to this 1s, the 
word was not used once in my editorial and if 
you saw fit to read this into it and consider 
yourself and 75 per cent-of the Student Body the 
same, it is perfectly allright with me. I do feel 
that a considerably smaller amount than 75 
per cent inhabited the old Student Union per
·manently. 

.Robert' Narvaez 
,Editor 
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EXAMP~S OF SLUM HOUSING. 

OUR· 
NON-AFFLUENT 

By PEGGY COLE 
Degenerate housing, housing 

projects, and minimum ho\is
ing codes have made head
lines for years. Texas City, 
small as it is, en'tollllters its 
own housing problems, though ' 
not in the degree of the larger 
cities. The College of the Main
land family is very familiar 
with the area around the old 
campus south of Texas Avenue. 
Another such area of deteriora
tion is located north' of Texas 
Avenue and West of Highway 
Three, the part dubbed West 
Texas City. 

Many of the dwellings in 
these areas contain inadequate 
plumbing, rotting wood, cracked 
plaster, broken windows, and 
little or no heat. Broken pipes 
go unfixed, as do leaky roofs 
1and windows. Trash has a 
tendancy to pile up and un
sanitary conditions develope. 

Who are the occupants and 
why do they live in these con
ditions? Essentially they are 
Texas City's lower income 
families (3,000-$5,000 annually 
or less), whether black, 
brown or white! Many are old 
or disabled and their only in
come is a pension of some 
kind. Others simply cannot 
find a higher paying job. They 
are forced to live in "slums" 
because they cannot afford 
the rent or buy in other sec
tions of town. Their incomes 
are such that they cannot get 
enough ahead to make down
payments and so are forced to 
rent, paying - as they get paid -
by the week. Conditions are 
bad often · because landlords 
will not mate necessary re
pairs. Owners are not in dan
ger of losing their tenants 
because there is no place else 
for them to go. As the houses 
get more run down, rent does 
not decrease and apathy in
creases with the decay of the 
dwelling. Conversely, tenants 

• are hard on rent property and 
the cost of repairs would force 
landlords to raise rent. Large 
families are sometimes forced 
to· live in tiny houses due to 

SOCIETY 
lack of available rent propeny. 

According to the 1960 cen
sus, 1,499 Texas City families 
have a total income of $3,000 
per year. Families with annual 
incomes between $3,000 and 
$5,000 numberecl :.sis. This 
would indicate a 31.6 per 
cent of Texas City families 
with an average of 4.5 persons 
are not able to afford adequate 
housing. This large a per
centage demonstrates that some
thing needs to be done about 
the problem. 

The building of additional 
.low cost housing units has 
been approved and will begin 
in the near future. The City 
Housing Commission, founded 
by the City Commissioners and 
pushed by the League of Wo
men Voters, has approved a 
totally federally funded pro
ject which will result in the 
building of 80 units in several 
buildings in various locations 
in Texas City, according to 
Revered Allen Anderson. Funds 
are available immediately and 
construction will begin as soon 
as property is acquired. These· 
low cost housing units will 
offer our low income families 
clean, well maintained places 
to live at approximately the 
same rent they are paying now. 

City leaders have been con
sidering the prospect of mini
mum housing codes. This 
would include a set of standards 
that owners of private homes 
as well as rent houses will 
have to meet. According to such 
codes, the responsibility of 
maintaining houses so that 
th~y always meet minimum 
conditions would belong to 
landlords and homeowners; 
therefore, renters would not 
have to live in such degenerate 
conditions. This would mean, 
however, an added burden to 
landlords and increased rent 
to tenents. 

These are possibilities of 
the future . Today the problem 
stands that many otherwise 
proud, happy families are 
living in unsanitary, danger
ous, eyesores. 

By MARY CADDIE 
Improvements to the Inter-

. COM are on the way with the 
help of John Balione, manag
ing editor of the Daily Sun. Mr. 
Balione gave the first of a 
series of lectures prepared for 
the Journalism 112 class at 
their request, free of charge, 
at 12: 00 P .M., Wednesday, 
February 25, 1970. A definite 
style for the InterCOM and 
good newspaper pictures were 
the topics discussed in the 
first lectures. 

The discussion of style was 
very much in order .... since 
the InterCOM does not ha\re a 
consistent style of its own. 
Style in a newspaper is im
portant because it gives a 
newspaper individuality. Each 
newspaper should have· a style 
of its own, whereby it can be 
recognized• without reference 
to its title. 

According to Mr. Balione, . 
style is basically one of two 
·forms: horizontal or vertical. 
The vertical style seems to 
be the form the InterCOM will 
adopt. Our purpose is not to 
copy the style of another news
paper but to create one of its 
own. The entire plan of style 
setting has not been agreed 
upon. 

Good newspaper pictures 
were also part of the lecture. 

· A good newspaper picture is 
one in which the reader gets 
immediate ideas of what is ' 
happening at first sight. In 
this case the caption only 
serves as a supplement for the 
reader, accotding to Mr. Bali
one. A good group picture 
contains no more than about 
four persons. The photographer 
was also cautioned about fa
cial expressions since they 
have a definite bearing on the 
idea projected from the picture. 

The Journalism class plans 
to make the lnterCOM a week
ly paper. This can be easily 
done by meeting the deadline 
and use, of proper spacing. 

Interested students who are 
not enrolled in journalism may 
attend these lectures also. 
They are being held ~very 
Wednesday at 12: 30 P.M. !in 
the newspaper office for the 
duration of the series . 

Brown (CONT. PG 3) 
set so high as .. to leave out 
those who want and deserve a 
chance ..... Student-teacher re
lationships, their value toward a 
better educational system .... 
and the philosophy of eur 
school are -just a few of Mrs. 
Brown's likes. 

She does feel that there is a 
time and place for everything. 
Being President of a Bridge 
Cluli in College, she feels that 
card games should be played 
after or before class and not 
during. 

Both teachers are young, their 
views and ideas are contem
porary and their experience and 
backgrounds provide an excel
lent reference for the students 
at COM to take advantage of and 
at times I feel we need. 

WANT 
ADS! 

WANTA SANDWICH: Phi 
Theta Kappa is sponsoring a 
homemade sandwich sale, Mon
day, March 16, 1970. Sand
wiches for all tastes! Proceeds 
to be used for the College 
Landscaping Fund. 

FOR SALE: Guitar and 
amp: Silvertone Bass - good 
condition, two , fifteen-inch 
speakers - Jensen and Allen, 
75 watts pre-amp: $130. Must 
sel_l before June. Call 935-6881. 

AFTER-THOUGHT OF LIBERTY , 

Give me the river; the language of the drums; 
The beauty of nature, where I was born; 
The paths I ran naked to the earth, 
Content and free, before conquerors' birth. 

Give me the river; the secluded spring; 
The sweltering heat and nonsoon rain; 
'fhe mat where I slept between the day; 
Until civilization claimed its way. 

Give me the river and bamboo huts; 
'fhe vine filled trees; the sweet coconuts; 
'fhe incessant talk of the wifd things' cry, 
Before all time sinks from the sky. 

Give me the river; the razor shell; 
'fhe hide shield; A free things' yell; 
The untamed plains and unset chores, 

. 'That was all mine before becoming_ yours. 

CAt SKIN TALE 
(Dedicated to DORIS PETKOVICH) 

With skin as soft as fresh fallen snow, 
and a voice ever so soothing. . 

Hand in· hand we walk the mile, 
People smiling as we go. 

Like a gift from Heaven, I cherish our love, 
never a one so kind. 

Dreaming always when we're apart 
Fragrant fragrances from above. 

Unsaid words I speak to her face, 
By my eyes in a glance. 

Sitting quietly beside each other, 
.. Love 1ncreasimt at a pace. _ 
Can it be true? Can it be so? Can it sun when1 
cloudy? . 

Unanswerable questions pop in my head. 
Silently waiting to seek. 

Some day I'll see. 

MARK Dev ASIER 

::::::::::::::;::::::::::::::~::::::::::::=::::::;::::::::::::-;:::::::::=:::::::::::::;:::::::::::;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~ 
-~~(CONT. PG. 1) 

campus to the new one was still 
in progress. Photographers 
from the surrounding area 
press, mingled among the 
crowd of about 75 student, 
faculty, and visitors. Revelle 
was sounded as the flags were 
raised for the first time. 

ON STAGE 
By BRENDA KELLY 

The Texas City High School 
Thespians will present the 
musical-comedy "Bye Bye 
Birdie" at the school audi
torium. The presentation will 
be at 8: 00 P.M. on March 13 
and 14. This group is sponsored 
by Mr. John C. Martin, speech 
and drama instructor at the 
high school. Tickets are $1.25 
for students and $1.50 for 
adults at the door. Pre-sale , 
tickets, a quarter less, are 
available from Thespian mem
bers. 

Box (CONT. PG. ·1) 
usea m experiments. · 
This part of the buiJumg con
tains two display windows 
where students may view 
these animals and aquarium. ' 

According to Mr. Chapman, 
there will be no smoking in 
carpeted areas. There will 
also be no food or drinks in the 
lab or class. These have all 
been stated in the school regu- , 
lations and the old document. 
New policies will be issued at 
a later date. 

L.R.C. (CONT. PG. 1) 

Located in the L.R.C. are 
the Non-Print Media offices, 
the library, the teaching au
ditorium, various offices, 
and a number of classrooms. 

The library comprises much 
of the northern section of the 
Center. Although it was un
available for student usage the 
first week of classes, one 
could still observe it from the 
exterior of the building or 
from the second floor. It seems 
to be totally lacking in the 
stuffiness and sleep-inducing 
atmosphere of our previous 
library. 

It is hoped that all students 
and faculty will show their 
appreciation of our new fa
cilities by keeping it clean and 
liveable. One final note to all 
those who have helped provide 
us with our new facility: 
Thanks a million! 

Com11gte (CONT. PG. 1) 
Lea, Economics and Business 
Math, T-124; Mrs. McNutt, 
Business Communications T-
126; and Miss Anita Brown, · 
typing instructor and Analy
sis of Office Problems, T-120. 

The Building is also supplied 
with the campus First Aid 
Station, which will accomodate 
all minor injuries. Mr. Gerrero's 
Central Utilities Building may 
also be found there, for those 
in need_.of help. 
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COM 
Grads 26 

Co~le of the Mainland pro
udly a 01.mces commencement 
exer ses,.: for the 1970 school 
year . Commencement exer
cises will be held in the teaching 
auditorium , May 27, 1970, 8:00 
p.m . Guest speaker will be Dr. 
Frank Vandiver , President of 
Rice University. Prospective 
graduates are : 

Lillie Faye Boone A.A. 
Nancy Jo Brouillard A.A.S. 
Mary Alice Caddie A.A. 
Mary Celeste Davila A.A. 
Rebecca Sue Davis A.A. 
Peggy Godard Dietel A.A. 
Cynthia Louise Dinklage .A.A.S. 
Yvonne DuPuy A.A. 
Ellen L. Forsythe A.A.S. 
John Ramon Gorman A.A.S. 
Joyce Gossie A.A. 
Loyce Gossie A.A. 
John Alan Hall A.A. 
Dorothy J . Jeffcoat A.A. 
Leroy Gene Kristek A.A.S. 
Margaret Nell Landry A.A. 
Laura M. McQuaig A.A. 
Martha Lou Mosley A.A. 
Guadalupe H. Nieto A.A.S. 
Susan Patterson A.A. 
Linda Marie Plasek A.A.S. 
Carol Elizabeth Thomas 'A.A.S. 
Ella Payne Washington 1 Year 

Dipolma in General Data 
Processing 

Charlotte A. Westerlage 
David Lynn White 
Charles Ray Williams 

Afro 
History 
Offered 

\A.A. 
A.A. 
A.A. 

College of the Mainland an
nounces the offerilig of a course 
in Afro-Americarf History. 

The course, an introductory 
prespective coq'cerning Afro-
American History will begin 
Monday, April 6, 1970 and run 
eight weeks ending on Monday, 
May 25, 1970. Classes will meet 

' from 7:00-10:00 p.m. in Room L-
255 Monday nights only. 

Registration is being taken in 
the Instruction Suite of the Ad
ministration Building on the 
new campus at 8001 Palmer 
Highway. For information call · 
938-1212. 

This twenty-four hour course 
distributed over an eight-week 
period has been designed, in a 
survey format , to sketch a pic
ture of the total Black exper
ience in America. 

Since the founding of Virginia 
and the importation of the first 
group of slaves, the majority of 
Americans have viewed the 
Negro-American as a problem 
or an issue. This course, while 
not discounting issues and pro
blems, concentrates upon sign
ificant contributions to the soc
ialization and humanization of 
America. 

Therefore with a sound and 
accurate background gained in 
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Left to Right : Dr. Herbert F. Stallworth , H. K. Eckert, and 
Robert Barry . 

Carbide Supports College 
A $1 ,000 cash doliation plus 

other gifts again demonstrates 
Union Carbide's support of Col
lege of the Mainland. 

While Mr. Bob Barry, plant 
manager, was presenting a 
check for $1,000 to Dr. Stall
worth and Mr. Eckert for use by 
Coll~ge. of the Mainland Foun-

Reed is 
Honored 

College of the Mainland an
nounces the award of a grant by 
the National Science Founda
tion to Miss Delores Reed, in
structor in social science at the 
College , to defray a portion of 
lhl' l'Xpl'nses of participation in 
a ten-wel'k summer institute at 
the University of Colorado , 
Boulder, Colorado from June 15 
IP August 21, 1970. 

The institute will provide an 
opportunity for 30 selected col-

. lege teachers to improve their 
teaching of anthropology by re
viewing fundamentals of each 
area of specialization, present
ing the most important recent 
advances in each area , and sur
w ying teaching methods , class
room aids . and resource mater
ial. 

Miss Reed was honored earl
ier this year by being selected 
as female Teacher of the Year 
al COM . Our Congratulations to 
Miss ReNi . 

this course, thf student should 
have a basic knowledge of how 
history affects contemporary 
life in its complexities. Further 
the student will develop an a
wareness of self-identity; he 
will develop positive attitudes 
about himself and others; and 
he will develop perception and 
understanding of the total en
vironment. 

dation, two other Carbide em
ployees, Mr. Stewart O'Dell and 
Mr. Walker Horn, were in the 
science building presenting a 
pair of analytical balances to 
Mike Bordelon chairman of nat
ural science and mathematics 
division . Mr. Horn is also an in
structor in the apprenticeship 
training program at COM. 

A few days earlier, Mr. Wil
liam G. Ashbaugh, group leader 
for Corrosion and Material had 
presented seven r,hoto rricro
graphs of metals to Mr. Mack 
Gary of the science division. 
These are so detailed as to show 
the crystalline structure of the 
metal and the effects of corros
ion upon it. According to Mr. 
Gary, biologist at COM, these 
micrographs will be framed and 
displayed in the science divis
ion. 

Summer 
Registration 

College of _the Mainland an
nounces the schedule of regis
tration for its summer semes
ters . 

Re-entering students who are 
currently enrolled in the spring 
semester should obtain a permit 
lo register from the admissions 
office and then make an ap
pointment to see their advisor 
between May 4 and May 15,1970. 
Mier advisement actual regist
ration will take place and pay
ment of fees for the summer 
semester will occur on May 28, 
1970. 

Persons who are entering Col
lege of the Mainl.1iid for the first 
liml' or who were not enrolled 
last semester should contact the 
admissions office as soon as 
possible lo make arrangements 
for registration. 

Classes for the first summer 
semester · start June 2, 1970. 
,&,cond semester classes will 
begin on July 14, 1970. 

Summer schedules are avail
able in the admissions office at 
the College . Persons who wish a 
schedule mailed to them should 
call Mrs . Boswell in the admis
sions office , telephone 938-4501. 

College Bond . Needed 
un May 16, l970, the voters of 

the College of t}te Mainland dis
trict will be asked to approve a 
bond which will provide money 
for the neede expansion of the 
College . These funds will be 
neede so that construction can 
be accomplished for the second 
phase of the school . If the bond 
is passed, construction could 
begin this year. 

Many arguments can be cited 
in support of the approval of this 
bond. College of the Mainland 
has expanded its enrollment 
from 414 in the Fall of 1967, to 
1812 at the present. It is expect
ed that by 1974 there will be a 
service by the College to ap
proximately 8000 people an
nually by 1974. To the present, 
the College has served 6792 oeo-

Moody 
Pledges Aid 

The Moofy F)undation, Gal
veston, has plelged $100,000 to 
assist in building the Law En
forcement Training Center at 
College of the Mainland. 

In order for College of the 
Mainland to accept this money, 
it must first arrange for the ad
ditional amount of $231,000 
needed to build and equip the 
center. 

Phase Two Construction 
plans which contain the Law 
Enforcement Training Center 
are dependent upon passage of 
the Phase Two Construction 
bond issue of 4¾ million dolla~s 
which will be decided by the 
voters on May 16, 1970. 

Moody Foundation's action to 
assist College of the Mainland is 
commendable, and we are sure 
that is it greatly appreciated by 
the citizens of the college dis
trict. 

Other financial assistance 
from the Federal Government 
can be anticipated. An applica
tion for such assistance has 
been prepared and if the bond 
issue is passed, the application 
will be processed to determine 
the extent and amount of fed
eral assistance which will be 
provided. 

It is not likely that we can 
expect much at this time in the 
form of grants, however, offic
ials at the Texas Coordinating 
Board are very encouraging 
concerning federal interest sub
sidy, which could operate to 
assist in payment of the annual 
interest on the bond issue, 
thereby allowing a reduction in 
the required annual tax levy for 
debt service on the bonds. In the 
long run this interest subsidy 
could be worth as much or more 
than the federal grants received 
in the past. · 

The Board of Trustees and of
ficials of the . College have 
pledged to explore every ave
nue open to them to hold the an
nual tax levy to a minimum for 
financing the College while still 
satisfying the needs of the cit
izenry for such a college. 

pie since its opening in Septem
ber, 1967 at the temporary cam
pus. 

The operating budget is cur
rently $1.3 million. To accom
adate the projected enrollment 
of 1974-75 the operating budget 
must be increased to $2.4 mil
lion . The current tax rate should 
be increased from 23 cents to 41 
cents to allow for operating ex
penses in the future . The tax 
rate will also need to be increas
ed from 7 cents to 19 cents to 
provide additional costs of 
building. This will provide the 
needed funds for expansion: 
three principal buildings-a phy
sical education building, a bad
ly needed college center, and a 
fine arts building as well as a 
100 per cent expansion of the 
tech-voe building, a 60 per cent 
expansion of the science build
ing, and a corresponding expan
sion of the utilities and parking 
lots. The cost to facilitate these 
plans is $4,737,150. 

Thus, the tax rate increase 
can only increase the rate ceil
ing to 60 cents per hundred dol
lars evaluation. What does this 
mean to the taxpayer? A home
owner with a $10,000 market 
value home now pays a maxi
mum of $7.50 which will be in
creased to a maximum of $15 
per year taxes or a total of no 
more than $1.25 per month. 

There should be no doubt in 
the minds of anyone what value 
this college is to the communit
ies which surround it. The stud-

See BOND, Page 3) 

Open Air 
Concert 

Since early Ftruary Lyceum 
Council has bee trying valiant-
ly to prodt,1ce show of some . 
sort for College f the Mainland. 
Fouled repeatedly by the Texas 
City School Board and segrega
tionists al plant parks in their 
attempts to use various facilit
ies , Lyceum Council has at last 
set up a show they believe will 
be satisfactory to all . 

This Spring 's production will 
be an Open Air Concert to be 
held at Carbide Park FM 519 La 
Marque, Sunday, May 17, frorri 
one to ten p.m. The program 
will consist of many different 
kinds of music including folk, 
jazz, gospel , country, rock and 
soul. Admission will be free and 
everyone · from College of the 
Mainland is urged to come. Col
lege families from San Jancinto 
Jr. College , Alvin Jr. College, 
Galveston Community College, 
Lee College, Baytown Jr. Col- . 
lege , and Brazosport Jr. College 
at Freeport will be invited. The 
council will have a concessions 
building in operation , but pic
nics are welcome. 

Lyceum council also plans to 
purchase two color television 
sets to be placed in the student 
lounge at Tech. Voc". and the 
student lounge at the Admini:,
tration building. 

.• 



VOTE YES ON MAY 16th 
IF YOU WANT TO KEEP YOUR MONEY 

Editorial 

Due · P.rocess is A 
Necess.ity.· 

By ROBERT NARVAEZ 

. A recent suspension of five students for loud 
· conduct in .the Pit area has brought to light some 
· questions from the · intercom Staff and several 
Faculty: m~bers. · These questions being: Why 
were the students hot warned of the severe penalties 
for such conduct? Why suspension first without a 

· _warning? Was . not the punishment too severe? 
Why were rules pertaining to stude_nt conduct not 
in the handbook and why . were rules pertaining. 
to certain areas not pQblished? . 

. It is not -our purpose to condone the adminis
_trative processes or the student behayior involved. 
Our purpose is to ask why no type of due process 
is . available to . the student. · The proper due 
process of law calls for the pers~m accused to be 

. _informed of the charges brought against him, to have 
a heari~g and then an appeal. · 

. If someone causes enough disturbance as to 
cause disruption ·of · classes or · work in offices, 
disciplinary action sh9uld take place. The student 
should be · informed . of the charges against him 
and a hearing convened: The panel holding the 
hearing· should consist of faculty members or stu
dents. If the student does not agree with the decis
ion of the hearing an appeal should be made to a 
panel made up of students, if the hearing was 
conducted by-faculty .or vice versa. Recommenda
tions from these panels would be submitted to 
the school President for final review and approval 
or rejection: .. 

. All rules pertaining to student behavior and pro
per use of buildings or areas in buildings are vague 
and need to be revised and published in the student 
handbooks. If rules are accessable to students and 
are not ambiguous • there would be better com
pliance to them. 

Accidents 
Curbed 

A congratulations is in order 
for the administration . of our 
college. After a car .accident 
which put Miss Lin,da Belk in 
the hospital and a previous ac
cident which · put Mrs: Molly 
Reyes and · . another . staff 
member in the hospital, action 
was taken on speed limit signs. 

Stop signs, one way signs and · 
yield signs are also here. Dr. 
Stallworth admitted that the 
signs were late in getting here'. 
The size of the parking· lot · 
should have been a safety· factor 
but due to careless driving pure 
accidental occurances have put · 
three people in the hospital. 
Please hurry with the signs, and 
·how about · trying to get the · 
Texas Highway department to · 
put ·either a passing lane for 
through traffic on Palmer High
way or a caution light, maybe 
both . . 

Kinetic · 

Art 
3 Film 
~ Programs 

MAY· 15, 21 

8:-00 P.M. 

· TEACHER'S 

AUDITO.RIUM 

Because 
I Know 
Who- I Am 

In my last article I wrote 
about the racial system from 
the way I see it. That wasn't . 
very hard. You see, it is easy to 
write on a subject that affects 
you someway_ everyday. There 
has not been a day gone by for 

, as long as I can remP-mber that 
someone hasn't tolci me I am 
different. Maybe someday peo
ple will get tired of -calling each 
other e_very name imaginable 
except the one the parents 
thought up. That is not exactly 
the subject of my article. The 
subject is race relations on our 
campus. 

In order to get information 
. pertaining to the subject, this 
reporter went out and got some · 
candid remarks about Spade 
and Whitey. They are as 
follows: 

"I feel that Blacks· on campus 
don't really wan~ to get in and 
fight for what is right. Further- · 
more, Blacks I've talked to are 
more concerned with their own 
kind than with us ." · 

A second person said, 
"Whites are such good liars that 
they soon believe their lies and 
can't listen to anyth,ing else. I 
don't want to have anything to 
do with them." 

These two people want sOme
thing to happen that they can 
see. One wants macks to get all 
they can while the time is right. 
This time may never come · 
again (as I got the impression) 
and Blacks are letting it slip 
through . The second person 
.wanted to make it clear that 
mistrust for whites is prevalent, 
at least to him, and total isola
tion of Blacks is the solution . 

These two people have every 
right to believe what they want 
for various and obvious rea
sons. Some people believe that 
Black people and White people 
are totally 'different and should 
never integrate. R'.'me people 
believe God is dead-and there is 
no Hell . Who can prove them 
wrong? Who wants to try? 

A third person told this repor
ter that, "My friends seem all 
the same even though they are 
of different ethnic and economic 
back-brounds. Friendship as 
well · ve is universal and not 
colo1 tJ&1nd. Why should they 
be?" 

I fell thia penon summed up 
everything I could say for Jl()W 

and I bet .no one could tell her 
color by her words. My next art
icle: Love Against Hate. 
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TO THE EDITOR 
Dea:r Sir: 

_ I . am taking this means of communicating 
the position of College of the Mainland on unlaw
fully using or being under the influence of pijls 
and other drugs while on the campus of College of 
the Mainland. 

. Th~ College's position is as follows: . 
· L College of the Mainland urges all students 
and employees to avoid the unlawful use of drugs 
while on the. campus. · 
2_ College of the Mainland urges all students 

. and employees to avoid being.unlawfully under 
the · influence of drugs while on . the campus. 
3. College of the Mainland favors totally the 
concept of the rule of law and therefore favors 
persons abiding by the law ln the case of drugs. 
4 . . College of the Mainland advocates and will 
cooperate in the enforcement of the law ·con-
cerning drugs. · 

-We all owe it •to each other to do what we can 
to help each other to find better ·ways to· deal 
with the conditions of life. 

Mr. Editor: 

. Cordially. 
Herbert F. Stallworth 
President 

. I. would like to• know why the Intercom caters 
to liberal articles .and "hippy• type" people ohly. 
It is supposed to be . a paper for all the students 
at .College of the Mainland, yet the outstanding· 
and . honor students · are seldom given any · space . . 

. The Dean's Highest Honors 'List and the Dean's 
List have always been published . before in this 
paper - riot this year. The Who's Who students 
ha'-'.:e always had their pictures in this . paper 
with their honors listed - not this year. 

. Maybe if the honor students of this college 
held a demonstration, they would get some recog
nition in your paper! You speak of the word 
"prejudice" often in the paper - a lot of people 
think this newspaper fits right intQ that category. 
If you won't print this letter in the I.nterCom, would· 
you please ans_wer in print? 

. ANONYMOUS, but unbiased as I am neither a 

. hippy nor an honor student. 

Dear It, . . 
I answer you, not as a person but as a thing, 

· .only because you did not have the ,respe-ct to sign 
your name to your letter. You have lead me to 
a decision concerning letters of this type, that 
all letters not having a name on them will be dis
carded. 

In your letter you asked why the Honor Students 
at this school were not given space in our paper. 
The reason is very simple, we were not given the 
results of Who's Who; three members are on our 
staff, until after · it was two months old, very old · · 
news indeed. The same i.s applicable to the .Deans · 
List and Deans Highest Honors List, as a matter 
of fact ·you could have read about this in the Daily 
Sun as we did before the school gave us any infor
mation. 
. By the way at the present time there are five 
honor .students on the staff of the interCOM, more 
than half of our staff. We are very much prejudiced 
against honor students and. by the way all mem-

. hers of this staff do not consider themselves eith~r 
''hippies" or liberal. 

Thank you, 
Editor, biased as I am a member of Phi Theta 
Kappa, Our only honor institute. 

(~ LETI'ERS, Page 4) 



Dr. Stallworth's Views 

_What the Bond Election Means 

-Question: In respect to the future how will 
th: Bond Election effect the element~ry school 
chlldren today? 

Answer: Young people do not usually aspire 
to d<;> that which is impossible, A successful 
Bond Issue will insure completion of this campus. 
And a complete low cost college here will _ make 
possible educational opportu·nity. They wirI see, · 
as they grow up · in school that college is possible. 
People right now will stay in public schools and 
will later attend a college simply because this 
college is in operation in this community. It is an 
established fact that when a low-cost college 
is accessible, the drop-out rate in the public . 
schools is reduced. 

. Question: Do you see this institution serving 
as a four year degree awarding program? 

_ Answer: There are no present plans for this, 
however, I do see a need for a degree-granting 
college being established in this area, apart from 
College of the Mainland. 

. Question: How much will the Bond Issue cost?. 

Answer: It will cost around $4,750,000. I must 
also add the fact that much of the money will go 
for site work, expansion of the c·entral utilities 
and distributfon systems in addition to the build
ings. - ., 

Um mall's· _.-Softba·-tr 
Coach! um\nel is once again 

showing~the stud~nts at College 
.of the Mainland, who are eproll- · 
. ed in his Physical Education · 
classes, how to ~joy them
·selves in recreational activities. •. 
The activities taught at College 
of the Mainlan4 are of the type. 
that ·can · be continued· after one 
finishes school and-enters his 
occupation. · 

The present activity being 
· taught . is Softball, of course · 
everyone knows the picnic type 
of softball, but some of the finer 
techniques of the sport · are 
being taught and demonstrated 
by Mr. Ummel. The course calls 
for almost two weeks of in~ · 

-.structional.classes and then an 

. . . . 

inframurral contest to deter• 
mine the !,!lass champions. · .. 

rtte • grading system in this 
class in unique. The student · 

. does not receive a grade on the 
results of a written exan:i alone, 
bu.t _a combination of grades is 

. aver.aged and the re&ult is t~ 
students grade for the course. · 
The grades received are for 
skills, amount of participation 
and enthu'siasum, and .finally 
the -exam grade .. Orie. does not 
have to .)mow, for exam pie the . 
dimensions of a -field or the dis
tance_ to ~ases, but only sihne of 
the more importantrules of the . 
game. The object of the courses 
seems ·to be to teach the student 
how to ·enjoy himself and .e,ven 
have fun · while learning this. 

By JOHN WHITMIRE 

. -Question: . If the bond election is passed, when 
will construction begin, when will it be completed 
and what will the new facilities be? ' 

_ Answer: The construction should start some
time around . December of 1970 and will be com
pleted between 12 to 18 months· after . construc
tion begins. We will have a new Health, Physical 
Education building and Fine Arts building at that 
time. There _will be a 100 percent expansion on our 
present Technical-Vocational_ structure. Phase 2 
also includes expapsion on our . science . building 
arid a new sfodeht center. We can all agre·e. th.at a 
student center ·_is _badly needed here. · 

· -Question: Who shares the largest tax burden, . 
the industries ot. the individual tax · payer? · . · · · · 

_ Answer:_ The iildustries pay . about 70 percent. 
of the advalorem · taxes.· Businesses and individ
ualiproperty :owners · pay the balance of the local . 
taxes. A large portion of our income · comes from· 
State and Federal sources: . 

. · - The following is a · personal comment to · the 
students. 
.. - '~As College of the Mainland students you can . 
leave a noble monument behind. · This monument 
can be your effort· to achieve . the greatest vote · 
on . record on May 16th. May 16th is the. day that 
the College district will vote on .the qUesti<m: shall 
we complete College of the Mainland? You: can 
help ge~ · this .decision · made by simply · urging 
your neighbors to vote . · 

Dark Side . of. :COM.'s · Day 
. .. 

Almost half the enrollment of College of.the M;ainland consists 
of evening students-those whose classes begiri at 5:30 p.m. or 

· later. What is the evening student lilte'? What does he expect 
from the College? .Does he feel "left out" of the activities that 

. daytime students participate in? _ 
Wf!. posed these questions to teach_ers and students who have 

contact with night classes and are. in a po_sition to know the ans-
wers .· . . · 

. Tom -Herman, who teaches Psychology,. has ·only daytime 
classe_s, but meets and gets to know evening students through 
-his position _as their counselor: "My general impression is that 
the student is , on the average , older; he is probably married 
with children, and working in town .- He is usually a more serious 
student , more mature-whatever that means. Is he involved in 

. campus activities? Not particularly-for two reasons: First, he 
doesn't identify as a college student but rather as an adult get
ting a college education . -Second, there is the time-element; he 
just-doesn't .have time. With. a forty-hour work week, it is im
possible for him fo he involved in school activities. I have nq re
search to back this up; these are just tny general impressions." 

Mrs . Pauline Price, . who. teaches . Business courses in the 
evening, has been with theCollege three years~ "Oh, that's a big 
question. As to what. the evening student: _is like-he is usually 
older, and works in the· daytime . He · realizes what bettering 
himself with more education will do to help him _advance in his 
job, ,pecause he sees this in the daytime ori the job. Often 

. because of .this he is a .more <;ledicated- and. harder-working . 

. student in a· s.ense." Asked if: the. evening student felt left out of 
activities: "It seems to me that as the College has grown the 
night student ·has c,me to feel more involved: At first he did feel 
left out, but" is. mqre_ and more involved.'~ . . . . 

. . Tilil' Hl..1gl}en; who teaches·even~ng classes in Art: "The night 
. students tend to be ·older and .will work harder, taking· it more 

·. seribusly-'-;Often breaking th_e curve·: Yes, the evening student is 
:diffei:eht_; it's all tied \JP. with the basi.c difference in day and 
night: night .simplifies things. Daylight is. distracting ... there 

· are bom~ardments.of ~nergy . Well,Tin •getting off the subject. 
Another difference is that ta .th~ evening student school is a 
means to ,wend, and there are mor~ _important things; to the 

· daytime ·student·_school jtself is the world.''. Do ·the evening 
students feel l_eft out, Mr. Hugh_en? "Lef.t out?-who wants to get 

_hung up.in the petty probletns_oftfre·daytime swamp? I don't 
-. think .they 're left out. High Schoof politics "is of no importance to 
them. If there were some important ·issue, they would get riled , 

. (See DARK, Page 4) 

Per·sonality 
Focus 

By.EVA ES~MILLA 
Anyone who has attended Col- . 

lege of the Mainland for any 
length of time is sure to have 
seen this vivacaous and attract
ive girl walking around mum
bling to herself about almost 
anything. She keeps herself 
busy with Student Government 
activities, Phi Theta Kappa 
meetings, school work, and a 
certain six foot four hunk of a 
man sht keeps for company. 

Suzzane is a well informed 
student who will take up for 
anyoile or anything she feels is 
right and feels no reservations 
in telling someone if they are 
wrong, She has a great commit
ment to people-all people. She is 
the type of p~rson who is willing 
to help no matter the cost in 
time or energy. 

Suzzane claims that she'll eat 
almost iµiything and plenty of it 
but she puts it all to good U$e. 

-Not only was she named to 
WHO'S WHO, by the American 
Association of Junior Colleges 
but she is often called Miss 
Wonderful by the Student Gov
ernment Representatives. . 

Suzzane graduated from Lin
coln High School in La Marque 
and will transfer to Midwest
ern University in Wichita Falls, 
majoring in Sociology. 

BOND--
(Continued FroDJ Page 1) 

ents of this college can vouch to· 
its value and need. We ask that 
all students who are of age (if 
only the voting age were lower
ed!) to vote and all other voters 

. support this bond election. Re
member the growth of your col
lege depends on its approval. 

Absentee voting is at {he Col
lege of the 1'4ainland Business 
Office from 8:00 A.M. to 4:00 
p.m., Monday through Friday. 
Polls will be · ·open at nine 
schools in the district from 
seven to seven on the 16th. The 

·nine schools -are: Danforth, 
_ Northside, Height_s, Lamar, 

Simms, Dickinson Primary, 
Bacliff, old Sarita Fe High, and 
Hitchcock High: 

1.6 



GROUPS LABOR UN'IONS 

'ENJX)RSING COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND ·BOND ·rssyE 

AMERICAN OIL COMPANY 
AIDCO .CHEMICALS 
COMMUNITY PUiLIC SERVICE COMPANY 
GAF CORPORATI<-'N -
GENERAL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF THE . SOUTHWEST 
G!JLF CHID:ITCAL AND METALLURGICAL CORPORATION 
HOUSTON NATURAL GAS CORPORATION 
MARAlHON OIL COMPANY 
M:>NSANTO COMP ANY . 
SMITH-OOUGLASS DIVISION , BORDEN, INC, 
SOUTHWESTERN BELL TELEPHONE COMPANY 
'fEXAS CITY REFINING ~ INC. _ 
TEXAS CITY TERMliNAL RAILWAY .COMPANY 
UNION CARBIDE CORPORAT.IdN 
LA MARQUE TIMES 
MAINLAND BAR ASSOCIATION 
MAINLAND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
.S~TA FE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
. lEXAS CITY CIVIL AIR PATROL 
TEXAS CITY-LA MARQUE CHM,jBER OF COMMERCE 

~RIC;AN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY" WOMEN 
DAILY SUN 
GALVESTON COUNTY COUNCIL OF THE 

PARENT-TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
'GALVESTON NEWS 
LA-MARQUE JUNIOR CHAMBER OF COMMERC~ 
GALVESTON COUNTY AFL_:__c;IO 
INTERNATIONAL UNION OF OPERATING ENGINEERS 
...... AFL-CIO, LOCAL 347 ' 
OIL, CHEMICAL AND ATOMIC WORKERS INTERNATION
... ... AL UNION LOCAL 4-449, OCA W 
TEXAS CITY METAL TRADES COUNCIL, AFL-CIO 

,MO_RE ENDORSEMENTS - Three of our couniry officials . 
desire that they be quoted as endorsing the college bond issue 
as a necessaryand desirable community effort, and they wish 
to urge all of us to give our support to completion of the Col-
lege. They are: · 
.... . . Judge Ray Holbrook 
. .. ... Commissioner Paul Hopkins 
. . . . . . _Commissioner Jack ~awrence 

(Colltlaued From • Page 3) 

Teacher's 
Get in 
The A.ct 

It may seem doubtful to many 
of you that any of the illustrious 
members of our faculty, staff, 
or student body are talented in 
realms other than purely aca
demic, but you may have been 
in for a rather startling sur
prise . The College of the Main
land sponsored a talent show for 
May 6, 1970 at 3:30 p.m. Try
outs showed that the school has 
a vast amount of talent at its 
disposal and it put it to use dur
ing our College Hour Talent 
Show. 

Outgoing teachers as Dolores 
Reed, Paula Robertson, Nellie 
Throgood, Max Winkler, Tho
mas Carter, Manuel Urbina, 
and Bob Egner all promised to 
display their talents on the 
sixth. 

Also in the line-up were the 
Candle Moth, a rock band 
made-up of college and high 
school students; David Liser, 
who plays a guitar and sings; 
the Saduva, Gospel singers ; 
Cynthia Hicks, Gwen Alcorn, 

Student 
Art 
Exhibit 

The art students lt College of 
the Mainland are· holding a 
student art exhibit on the mez
zanine May 18-25. Open to all 
students at College of the Main
land, the exhibit will be juried 
by intermediate design students 
and only selected pieces will be 
hung. Categories art: sculp
ture, crafts , graphics, and 
painting. All work must be 
original by the artist-no work 
copied from photos or from any 
medium by any other artist will 
be exhibited. 

Student governments are fine-they 're necessary-but so was 
the Trojan horse. " 

Work may be submitted to 
Faculty Suite C on the following 
dates: Wednesday May 13; 
Thursday, May 14; and Friday 
May 15. 

Graphics must be matted and 
ready to hang and canvassed 
work should be framed by the a
bove dates. Details are included . 
on entry blanks available at 
various locations on campus. 

Dan Agee, a married student who takes both daytime and 
evening classes : "I enjoy night school more than day classes . 
People there are older and more serious ; you get more work 
done. College activities? What activities ? Not that I'm anti 
social , but I never know of any ." 

Eve. Havnes. a stuclent carrying twelve hours , both daytime 
andevening classes :"Night classes are a lot quieter ; there's less 
confusion . Night students act like adults ; day students act like 
high school students . I don 't feel cut out of any student activities. 
If anybody were really, interested in them , it wouldn 't make any 
difference that they were evening students ." 

Mickey Cousins , a veteran of the military service, carrying 
sixteen hours, both daytime and evening : "I like evening 
classes ; they're more relaxed . ~o , I don't feel left out of what 's 
happening . I guess I don't think about it much. " 

Da~d Butler, carrying thirteen hours, both daytime and 
evening: " I don 't like crowds, and the evening classes are 
smaller. No , I don't feel left out ; if there's an activity I want to 
go to, I go. It 's that simple." 

A woman student, taking evening classes only (name 
withheld) : "I can 't see much difference in the evening classes 
and daytime classes. But as for student activities , they don 't 
exist here . There are a few sti;ctents who push- right over 
everyone else, if they have to - to have everything their way . 
They don't really represent our views, the majority views . But 
it's not really worth it _to fight them. It's not worth the trouble . 
It 's kind of a shame, because I pay activity fees, too. They do a 
lot of talking about democracy-but that's not democracy ." 

Joe Eaton, and Moses Brown . 
The Purple Duck, a group of 
hnprovisional Actors, and other 
groups smging popular music . 
- All donations were to g<,> to 
support the College Beautifica
tion Program. 

Top of the 
L. R. C. 

The art on the mezzanine that 
many have enjoyed during the 
past weeks was the ANNUAL 
SPRING EXHIBIT of the Texas 
City Art League , according to 
Max Karl Winkler , chairman of 
the show. This is the firs t year 
this event has been held at Col
lege of the Mainland. Entrants 
were required to pay a one dol
lar entry fee for a maximum of 
four entries and all who entered 
were members of the Texas 
City Art League. 

The show consisted of six cat
egories including painting , 
sculpture, graphics , crafts , 
miniature, and copy; in four 
divisions-adult independent , 
adult student, junior student , 
and elementary student. 

Charles Hoy, a director of 
Houston's Museum of Fine Arts 
was contest judge . 

' Letters to Editor (Continued From Page 2) 

Dear Sir: 
I am pleased to furnish below a letter concern

ing drug use which has been sent to all members 
of the Staff and Faculty in the interest of all con
cerned. I would much appreciate it if this letter 
could be published in the next issue of the inter
COM. 

I am writing to ask for your help in helping the 
student who relies on pills , marijuana, and other 
such drugs, and especially_ the student who us.es 
such while on the campus of College of the Mam
land. Please be akd to reeognize drug-use signs 
on the campus and undertake to help and counsel 
students in this regard when. you have the oppor
tunity to do so. 

Please let me know of cases of persons taking 
or using these unlawful drugs while on the cam
pus. Please let me know also of persons being 
bombed on drugs in classes and elsewhere on the 
campus. 

With thanks and kindest regards . 
Cordially, 

Herbert F. Stallworth 
President 

VOTE 
LIKE YOUR WHOLE 

COLLEGE DEPENDED 
ON IT; 

- it does! 

interCOM Staff Box 
Fclttor Robert N arvaez 
M;rnnqinq Ecl 1tor John W h it m ire 
( 1rcula tion Edi tor . . P au l Mabry 
Chief Rf'Por tcr Eva Narvaez 
(l11cf Pt1otoqraphcr Jeff Dar cie 
l ,1you ts M<1ry C. irtrt,,.. _ Prqqy Col,.. Ertr l Davis, P a t Eva ns , 

lclrenda Kelly P~ul Mahry 
Proofs Lvo1 t,./,11 VAPZ, John Wh item i r e 
h'1 ·port crs Mriry C.1clcly, Pt>qgy Cole, E;rr l Oilvis, Pa t Evans, 

Lorr y Jac kson, Bn·ndr1 Kf' li y , P,"lu l M r1hry, Butch Tu rner 
The in tC' r (OM , s tudf'nf new spa per of College o f the M a inland, is 

pu l ,l ishcd h,month ly hy T HE DA IL Y SUN , c-di tor a l s ta tem ents o f the 
1nlr•r (OM r epr esent the view s o f s tudent wr iter s a nd not necessar i ly 
lhos0 of the ,1dmirns lra t ion and facult y o f Coll ege of the M ainland. The 
,nt f' r (OM 1s rt m c mhcr of th e Texas Junior Colleq e Press Assoc iation . 



State Senator Schwartz 

Long 
By PAUL MABRY 

State Senator A.R. "Babe" 
Schwartz gave his views on 
several issues to members of 
the InterCOM in a recent in
terview. His remarks were can
did, often lengthy, and he pul
led no punches--especi
ally when it came to the 
Nixon Administratioh. Most of 
his comments dealt with young 
people--"They're the only ones 
left voting for me." he said, 
jokingly. 

Hair 'Troub./esome' 
When asked about the dec

ision of the federal courts that 
required his son to have his 
hair cut before being re-admit
ted to Ball High School, he 
said "I believe the federal 
court does have jurisdiction 
in this in this type of case." 
He later deemed long hair 
as "troublesome," but re
stated his belief that people 
have the right to wear it at 
any length. Sen. Schwartz was 
asked if his stand with the 
young people would hurt sub-

stantially in his next campaign 
--"It will hurt any time and 
elected official supports any
thing nPw . . . . On the other 
hand, my whole politica·1 career 
has been · based on seeking, 
new and novel solutions. " 
He felt , however, that his stands 
on such national issues as the 
moratorium and the Viet 
Nam and Laotian conflicts 
would not jeopardize his 
position because a State Sen
ator has no more influence 
than any other citizen on 
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Crowd Mov.es Indoors 
An overflow crowd of over 

500 moved into the teaching 
auditorium in the Learning 
Resources Center of College 
of the Mainland on Saturday, 
March 21 when cold weather 
forced all speakers indoors . 
The Key Speaker for the 
event was Lt. Governor Ben 
Barnes, who was introduced 
by State Senator A.R. "Babe" 
Schwartz. 

three years, and each fall , ington Reed", Commissioner, 
semester enrollment has dou- Texas College and University 
bled. From the first semester, System, Texas Coordinating 
when 400 students were en- Board. 
rolled to the semester of the The United States Flag was 
fall of 1969 when 2000 students presented by James Simpson, 
enrolled, a semester that member of the Board of Trus-
greatly exceeded all predic- tees, on behalf of Congressman 
tions." Jack Brooks, to Paul Teague 

H. K. "Griz" Eckert, Presi- who accepted it on behalf of 
dent of the College Board of ithe Board. Board member 
Trustees, gave thanks to all Earnest Deats accepted the 

national policy. 
In other areas involving 

young people, Sen. Schwartz 
said that 18 year olds will 
get the vote and that he has 
supported the idea from its 
outset. He is "absolutely a
gainst the legalization of 
marijuana," but at the same 
time is against " witchhunts" 
to catch young users. He feels 
that marijuana is a biolo
gically harmful. , hallucinatory 
drug. 
(See SCHWARTZ 

Texas City. Texas 

_.._.__,,_ Lt. Go-vemor Ben •Barnes 
said, "This college has rap
idly become an important part
ner in our state's system of 
higher education and is sym
bolic of the type of service for 
which the comprehensive 
community junior college was 
created." 

those, who hd'Vt,SUppurted-Hi1- - ...,.;:"'~•·-f .s-~ l&lilf-:l'K'~iffiffi--li~•;aa.;;•=.-,~-:$ ... - --
college with a special thanks lresentative Dean Ne~g;~t. • 

"The College of the Main
land has been in operation for 

to Dee Walker for the collect- Reverend H. A. Ratcliff and 
ion of books he donated to the Reverend H. Raymond Kearby 
college library in his wel- presided over the Blessing and 
coming speech. Benediction of the ceremony. 

Greetings were also given Following the ceremony, 
by Joseph D. Godsey, Director Dr. Herbert F. Stallworth 
of Educational Program De- turned the dedication of the 
velopment with the Texas Ed- buildings of the first phase of 
ucation Agency, and Dr. Bev- construction over to a recep

tion party held at each of the 
four buildl.J,gs opened for 
touring by guests and visitors. 

A special thanks goes out to 
all faculty, staff, community 
volunteers, student government 
representatives, and special 
guests, all who made this event 
a memorable one for College 
of the Mainland. 

Tutees' Needs 
By EVA ESCAMILLA 

College of the Mainland was 
fortunate enough to have 
Mrs. S.K. Envochides, a teacher 
of special education, to speak 
at a seminar last week on the 
subject of tutoring and teach
ing by the Kinetic method. 

Drafting room attracts guests. 

The tutoring is a voluntary 
project which will help those 
students - elementry, junior 
high, high school, and some 
college and adults, in variety 
of studies and mainly in read
ing problems. Weekend Convention 

By JOHN WIDTMIRE 

Between the 17th and 21st 
of March, the Texas Junior 
College Student Council Assoc-. 
iation held its annual con
vention in Galveston, Texas 
at the Flagship Hotel. 

The convention, gathering 
over 250 students from Junior 
Colleges across the state of 
Texas, • held regional and 
statewide meetings periodically 
throughout the day. The first 
meeting, held at 9: 30 A.M. 

took place at the Outrigger 
roomintheFlagship. Themeeting 
was used to acquaint the con- , 
ventioneel's with the purposes 
of the association. During the 
evening a 'mixer ' party was 
staged and students became 
more familiar with one another 
and their colleges. 

Friday began with another 
general meeting, then six, 
separate meetings were held 
with students assimied to in-

( See CONVENTION, Page 2) 

Tutoring, in Mrs. Envochldes 
' opinion, is essentially an in
dividual experience; the inter 
relationship of two individuals 
working closely together. Its 
purpose is to improve the ed
ucational achievement of the 
student, to better the students 
picture of himself and to in
crease . his life experience, 
and to widen their horizon 
through contact with a con
cerned, helpful, and more 
experienced person. 

Tutoring is not teaching. 
Tutoring simply provides the 
assistance and support which 

(See TUTEE, Page 2) 

Key Speaker Barnes 

Ethnic 
Studies 

Miss Dolores Reed and a 
panel of five students, will 
discuss the question of "Diver
gent Opinions on Values and 
Value Opinions of Ethnic 
Groups in our Community", 
on April 6, at 7: 30 in the Rose 

· room of the Nessler Civic Cen
ter in Texas City. The dis
cussion is sponsored by the 
members of Delta Kappa 
Gamma Sorority of Texas City. 

Suzzane Babin, Peggy Cole, 
William Demerson, Eva 
Escamilla and Robert Narvaez, 
will discuss the definitions of 
Ethnic Groups and Values and 
from this discussion will go 
further in discussing political 
values, economic values, ed
ucational values, and family 
values of each group. 

Interpertation and relation 
of all values and opinions will 
be discussed and hopefu lly ex
plained. Research for the panel 
will be done with 'the help 
of the Galveston County Re
search Council, the Commun
ity Action Council, the recently 
established censu_-, and any 
avaliable material the college 
library may furnish. 
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STATE SENATOR SCHWARTZ 

Conform 
San Francisco, Calif. (I.P.) 

-University of California Pre
sident Charles J. 1~:tch recently 
called for a "climate of change" 
that would dissipate "the threats 
of conformity hanging over the 
nation as well as over the uni
versity." 

"Historically, the pressure 
to conform, t.., limit curricula 
and restrict and censor ideas 
and opinions have come from 
outside the university com
munity. This sort of pressure 
is still with us and is under
standable. 

"Classrooms are disrupted 
in the name of education, speak
ers are shouted down in the 
name of free speech, job re-
,.,..,.. .. tfp..-. • 1 n """-,:i.u..~=~---
pus in the name of morality, 
and demands for total confor
mity to a particular line of 
thought are made in the name 
of nonconformity and dissent." 

"I am afraid," he explained, 
"that many people ouside the 
university-and a few within 
our community-believe that 
academic freedom is an unlim
ited license given to the faculty 
member to do anything he pleas
es. This is of course :ionsense. 

"For example, a faculty 
member is not free to indoc
trinate his students or to im
pose his ideas on them, for the 
students, too, have a kind of 
academic freedom, the freedom 
to learn. In addition, a faculty 
me:nber must be careful to 
make clear that his private opin
ions are just that, his private 
opinions and not those of the 
university. 

"Academic freedom really 
is synonymous with integrity 
-the integrity of the professor, 
protected from those who 
would dictate his thoughts 
and actions, and the integrity 
or basic honesty of the profes
sor when dealing '-ith his stu
dents and with his institution. 

"Academic freedom can be 
abused from many sides
from politicians, from regents, 
from students and from the 
faculty itself. Like anything 
else worth having, it takes a 
lot of hard work to keep it." 

Because "we must be free to 
explore the fringe of our know

, ledJ?e," President !{,ilch said, 
I ".You and I might agree that 
many of the views and ideas 
produced in such a free forum 
are worthless or nonsensical, 
or perhaps even heretical. But 
dare we define what is permis
sible and what is not? Dare 
we take the chance of elimin
ating the creative and the posi
tive along with what we might 
subjectively consider to be 
negative and destructive? I 
don' t think the risk is worth 
it." 
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Editorial 
Bastards-Love or Hate 

By ROBERT NARVAEZ 

Many people shudder when they here or see 
the word bastard; some even get .violently angry. 
Is it not a strange society that puts so much hate 
on a word that represents a man? The word 
bastard-or l~gally-illegitimate, usually will hinder 
or embarrass the child in his future. There is no 
difference between a legitimate or illegitimat~ 
child physically, so who are we to pass judge
ment? For having an illegitimate child, a woman 
will be ostracized from her community and will 
disgrace her family. The man remains unblem
ished; only the mother and child suffer. What 
is really strange is: an illegitimate child can be 
placed in an orphanage, be adopted by someone 
who wanting a child, and receive all the love 
that any other child would. Is this because he is 
a poor orphan or a human to share your love 
with? 

It is very rare when conception is not a result 
of. love between two people. Many factors may 
cause obstructions so large that marriage is not 
possible and accidental conception of a child takes 
place. People today are surely not so naive that 
they think intercourse does not take place bet
ween unwed people. Many say they believe this 
and surely some young people do not participate 
in premarital sex. The fact remains that the ma
jority of our population does engage in sex be
fore marriage. Their children should not suffer 
for mistakes the parents make or beliefs they 
have. 

Who Am I --

Black 
or 

White 
By LARRY JACKSON 

I like to look at the stars. 
I used to see them as white. 
The background was supposed 
to be black because there is 
no white light. Now, I know 
that the light from the stars 
is not really white but many 
colors, in fact all colors. And 
I also know that black and 
white are not colors. I know 
now that people are not white 
or black. My thinking had 
been influenced by others(the 
establishment, maybe), who 
generalized ideas and gave me 
a second sense-not to look at 
others as they · are, but to 
characterize-and file in my 
memory-and never to think 
for myself. 

I have been characterized as 
just another Black. In turn 
I feel obligated to characterize 
my friends as just White, 
Mexican, or Jewish. I feel 
ashamed that I can't call 
Brenda, Anita, or Alan my 
friends without thinking of 
them as anything else. 

Looking back at God's stars 
I ask again-Who Am I? I 
have a brown complexion but 
my blood stream echqes ugly 
nights of pain and sorrow be-

Men of all ethnic groups unite in the one cause cause my red, as well as black 
of showing their dislike of the word bastard and and white ansceStors helped 

to form me. They were PEOPLE 
what it stands for. Should all men unite ~nd show who integrated themselves 

---~~"-~q'.!..~~t~"-~~~•L'.JC:!4r~~:1---~~~!:Jn1-:~:!"::: ..... ~:,fe~o1ruuilbJ1....Wt.d....DJl..JCWtiq:gl__,~~~::0 !.ll0....,11nw~~ne out.. 
ove; -his c~~c~ptlon ind give him the equal I ( like tilt-! stars, am not what= 

• h · · f ? W Id t 11 I may be characterized to be, rig ts everyone ts crymg or· ou we no a but rather what I am inside as 
benefit? We should throw away every decadent well as out. 
attitude that we have and start searching for When people learn that color 
better and perhaps more sympathetic attitudes. does not mean a thing when 

it comes to what you are, a 
lot of problems will be solved. 
All the trials, Senate hearings 

The Rapper 
By JOHN WHITMIRE 

Q·uite recently a band of 12 students fr6m Col
lege of the Mainland, myself included, all sporting 
unconventional appearance, were promised a job 
for four hours makfog $10.It sounded very_ good, 
so we went to the Showboat Theatre, our em
ployer, and were handed leaflets to pass out to 
elementry school students. When we got there, an 
immediate neighborhood reaction sent police 
checking up on us and our motives. Records and 
drivers license were checked. When we were 
cleared it took another ten minutes · before all 
of us were sarcastically told to leav~ by the 
police and school ·administration. 

Frantic people, all immensed in right wing 
politics, are screaming that the SDS was the cause 
for the unrest in the Postal Systems.' 

In my opinion these postal workers won't 
give anything but a sarcastic look at an SDS 
member, much less be led by one. It is foolish to 
believe that the average middle class man would 

.Jisten to a subversive group such · as · the SDS. 
The idea is so contradictory. that one can laugh 
at it, and' only wonder about those . who support 
the idea. 

Question to the Students: Is Laos becoming 
another Vietnam? Would you sO.pport it? Your 
comments are invited. 

and sub-hearings, Presidential 
commissions . answering "what 
happens when" instead of 
"why and what can be done 
would not have to be. And I 
w-0uld not have to worry about 
going to die for my country 
in a far off land. But as long 
as my parents are needlessly 
oppressed by people simply be
cause they are Black, I am 
staying here to fight against 
them-whoever THEY might 
be. 

I am Larry (as I have said 
before) but still I am called 
Negro. I am one of those 
Nigers as WaOace & Co. refer 
to and Uncle Thomas to some 
Black people. That is what I 
was lead to believe, but now 
I feel that Joseph Larry Jack
son is one of God's children 
and nothing else matters. 

Tutee--

• (Continued from Page 1) 
a concerned person can and 

often provides. But tutoring de
mands a definite commit
ment. A tutor must be faithful 
to , his entrustment commitc 
ment as well a.s his tutee. The 
commitment can be rewarding, 
for whatever you give to the 
young people, will be worth
while to you. Your contrib
ution will be an immence one. 
If you are willing to give of 
your time, contact . Mrs. 
Envochides, at 1131 N. 19th 
Ave., between 3: 30-4: 30 Friday. 
Or call 945-9513. 

To the Editor 

Of Rumor and Myth 
To The Editor: 

In a recent issue of InterCOM appeared a letter, obviously 
by a very concerned student, propounding allegations of 
discrimination against a prospective employee (teacher ap
plicant) of the college. Since the allfgation was based on 
"unconfirmed rumor," some observations on that topic are 
here presented. 

First, as with most -rumors, no one really knows its source. 
The initial rumblings that most of the college community 
heard of this incident came through Mr. Davis' letter. Since 
the letter appeared, many, no doubt, have diligently sought 
clues corroborating what they already wanted to believe-
Le. two Afros and two Latins as faculty members constitutes, 
for them, DE FACTO discrimination. 

This conslusion leads logically to the second characteristic 
of rumor: It does not require--often, it reiects--the discipline 
of reason. If indeed an applicant were rejected, in this in
stance, we would believe such rejection would have been 
on basis other than race. Furthermore, it is inconceivable 
that an administration could openly flaunt board policy and 
remain in an administrative capacity under a board that 
adopted such a policy. 

Now, two conditions are essential to the survival of rumor. 
One is ambiguity, which can stem from man,- sources, not 
th~ least being a shortege of information. The other is an 
iadividual's dislike of ambiguity in situations that vitally 
affect him. These two conditions are amply fulfilled in an 
age when riot only events but also their meaning strain 
human understanding. 

In satisfying the human need for reassurance, rumor 
plays a role that truth not always can. It goes through three 
stages: first, the fact content is reduced, either by oversimp
lification or by loss of memory plus substitution. For example, 
the long hair, miniskirt, bell-bottom syndrome is a vicious 
plot to undermine the morals of our young people; second, 
the rumormonger accentuates that part of a story that ap
peals to him; third, the information is tailored to suit per
sonal needs, i.e. believing an untruth which serves to sub
limate other fears. For example, Hitler is alive and living 
in Argentina twenty-five years after his published death. 
Since he was very adept at organizing the young of Germany, 
many believe that he is the instigato: of youth uprising all 
over the world. 

What does all that I have said mean? It simply means 
that it is almost impossible for people, especially those in 
public view to escape rumor; it means I commend Mr. Davis, 
an intelligent and concerned student, for bringing this "rumor" 
into the open. Most students would not have done so for 
varied reasons; it means that a prospective employee of the 
c ~ · .should view, objectively, t Position-f)escriptton, 
Table of Organization, and employment chain of . command, 
(administrative functions, as it were); it means that the ad
ministration must review its procedures to insure that a 
potential employee not be missed or an underserving ap
plicant be hired; finally, it means that it is impossible for us 
to get through life without hearing a ,lot of rumors, believing 
some of them, and starting or embellishing a few our
selves. It is all so easy. Take, for example, the story that 
Mr. Urbin was afraid to write a letter to the editor, or that 
Mr. Carter was required to support the administration on the 
question. Imagine the consequences that could arise if the 
sentence immediately above is quoted out of context. 

Yours truly, 

Thomas F. Carter, Jr., 
Instructor ... 
Division of Humanities 

Schwartz--
ccontinued _ from Page 1) 

Concerning state problems, 
the Senator said ~that rural 
areas in the state have held 
us back in coping with the 
problems of urbanization. He 
feels that rural areas are overly 
represented in that they have 
not redistricted yet according 
to their population losses. 
The Sena tor feels there will 
be no problem with "gerry
mandering" in the Democrat 
controlled legislature after 
the census. Politically he is sup
porting Ralph Yarborough for 
re-election but stated that thei 
Republican candidate, U.S. 
Representative George Bush, 
stands to gain with Lloyd 
Bentsen opposing Yarbor0t~gh 
in the Democratic primary . 

Sen. Schwartz did not let 
the opportunity pass without 
lashing out at President 
Nixon. He said that Nixon has 
forgptten his "secret plan" 
to get us out of Viet Nam. 
The Senator also said that 
the President's Supreme Court 
nominee, Judge G. Harold 
Carswell, is "A true represent
ative of mediocrity. Insanity 
deserves representation just 
as much as mediocrity does." 

Finally, Sen. Schwartz feels 
that President Nixon has duped 
the Silent Majority--"You can 
put anything over on the 
public." 

Convention-
ccontinued from Page 1) 

dividual group meetings. Topics 
such as Student Governments 
and their Constitutions and 
Campus Problems were dis
cussed. The floor was open to 
individual problems and dis
cussions. 

The meetings proved to be 
very informative, and even 
though the different Colleges 
had their own individual pro
blems, it was seen that all had 
common problems: drugs, the 
Administration, the lack of a 
working constitution, theft, 
student apathy. 

Friday evening, TSJCSCS, 
held a banquet and dance 
for the Delegates of the con
vention; on Saturday, the 
Officers were elected. 

One sponsor of the Convention 
made the statement that never 
before in his 17 years of teach
ing had he seen such an 
eager and progressive group 
of students. Tarrant County 
is now our new President for 
next year's convention. 
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Karate Club Members Stage Demonstration in L.R.C. Building, Crying 'no home'. 

By JOHN WHITMIRE 

The Karate Club. dissatisfied 
that they have no "home" 
held a rally the 16th of March 
on the Campus. 

Colorful signs and placards 
were hurridly made for the 
demonstration at 2 p.m. 

The Club, outfitted in their 
attire were e_agerly drafting 

Exclusive 
But Yours 

By EV A ESCAMILLA 

One of the most exclusive 
clubs on campus recently held 
an initiation of newly accepted 
members. Each member must 
have been carrying a twelve 
hour work load, working for a 
degree from an accredited un
iversity or college. All mem hers 
must maintain a three point 
grade average after his mem
bership acceptance, with a three 
point two or better standing 
to enter. Each initiate is judged 
on moral conduct and citizen
ship, as well as academic 
standing. 

Phi Theta Kappa promotes, 
as well as recognizes academic 
scholarship among junior col
lege students; it provides an 
atmosphere for the exchange 
of ideas; a fellowship for learn-

students· to attend the rally. 
A series of events leading to 

the rally finally prompted the 
club and it's supporters to 
speak out. At the old campus 
they did have a place to 
practice, but when the move 
to the new campus took place 
there was no room available. 
Finally, one of the welding 
rooms in the Tech-Voch build-

Red Men 
Field trips--one to Texas' 

only Indian Reservation, and 
one· to the Texas Department 
of Corrections in Huntsville-
are in the near future for two 
classes taught by Miss Delores 
Reed. 

On May 9 Miss Reed and 
her thirty-six Anthropology 
students will visit the Alabama
Coushatta Indian Reservation 
near Livingston, Texas. They 
will see the members of a cul
ture that by retaining ancient 
ways of living had recently 
had difficulty in obtaining 
even the necessities of life, 
but that now, by displaying 
those ways in a living museum 
in their own territories and 
homes, have bt!gun to prosper. 
Before the field trip the class 
will study the history of the 
tribes involved to better ap
preciate the Indians' position 
which lies, literally, between 
two worlds. 

On May 13 Miss Reed and 
three other persons will ac
company her Criminology 
class to Huntsville, where they 
will meet and hold discus
sions with officials of the 
Department of Correction. 
Already the class have visited 

ing, and encourages academic 
excellence. 

Mrs. Thorogood is sponsoring 
the growing club and has been 
for the last three years. She 
has a deep commitment to the 
club, the college, and •he com~ 
munity and as an advisor 
she make it her responsibility 
to see that the honor frater
nity serves not only its mem
bers, but the college and the 
community itself. 

The Club is at the present 
holding a sandwichsell to raise 
money that will go towards the 
college's landscaping project. 
Phi Theta Kappa members 
are also planning to sponsor a 
tutoring service in the near 
future. 

(See EXCLUSIVE, Page 4) 

ing was given for practice. 
Still, no mats were available 
to practice on, and so it goes. 

James Stevens, instuctor for 
the club, was told "his services 
were no longer needed" after 
the demonstration. 

Dr. Stallworth, President, 
came outside and had a few 
private words to say to the 
people. Apparently the sup-

- Bad Men 
Texas -City court proceedings; 
the trip to Huntsville will ac
quaint them with another 
aspect of the legal system in 
our society. 

Field trips require much 
time and energy on the in
structor's part; why does she 
do it? She explains it by cit
ing benefits to the student: 
"We hope that students--by 
seeing first hand the situations 
and people discussed in class 
--can better understand and 
more fully appreciate a 
society rich with diversity." 

Students 
Grade Profs 

St. Louis, Mo.-(1.P.)-Student' 
evaluations will be added to the 
criteria used by the St. Louis 
University committee on acade
mic rank and tenure in making 
decisions on faculty promotions 
and granting of tenure. 

Father Padberg sa1a tne com
mittee on academic rank and 
tenure sees the decision as "an 
opportunity of enlisting more 
members of the University com
munity is a significant con
tribution to the University's 
advancement in excellence." 

He said the committee also 
view~d it, in part, as a response 
to the concern voiced at the 
President's Faculty Conference 
in September that "the quality 
of teaching and its improvement 
should be a matter of continuing 
concern." 

The student evaluations will 
be taken into consideration a
long with the evaluations of two 
of the faculty member's col
leagues, his dean and his depart
ment chairman which are sub
mitted to the commit
tee on academic rank and tenure 
which makes the decision on 
promotions and tenure. 

(See STUDEfiTS, Page 4) 

posed threat of police action 
gave way to the fervor of the 
crowd, and so it was disban
ned. 

Reactions to the demonstra 
tion varied from avid support 
to disgust. Many felt tha._, the 
recent move caused some dis
placement, but that the ad
ministration was working for 
thP club. 

Review 

Back Scene 
By BUTCH TURNER 

MARK DE V ASIER 
Lightnin' hopkins, popular for 

his homemade blues has been 
appearing at the Old Quarter 
in Houston. His next show will 
be Give on April 4 in the Old 
Quarter. 

His band consists of himself, 
a seventy year old drummer 
named Spysler, who has been 
playing since he was sixteen 
years old, and a bass player 
who goes by the name of Rocky 
Mountain. 

If you get a chance, try to 
dig it, because its a fantastic 
show, along with an out of 
site atmosphere. And try to pick 
up Taj Mahal's new album 
"Giant Step / De Old Folks 
at Home", a double album in
which he shows his very best 
talent to the end. 

The Beatles have put out 
an album called HEY JUDE, 
which consists of Hey Jude and 
other hits, which are recorded 
in stereo. Surely a collectors 
album. 

Kum Back is a live re
cording session with the Bea
tles. There is double tracking,, 
Bill Pres-ton plays organ and 
Paul piano and bass and you 
know the rest. This album has 
no set releasing date. 

At least four student evalua
tions will be requested .for each 
faculty member being consid
ered for promotion. Three Jof 
the students will be chosen by 
the chairman of the faculty 
member's department and one 
·wm be chosen by the faculty 
member himself. 

The evaluation form to be 
used by the students will differ 
from those used by the collea
gues, chairman and dean in that 
it will ask specifically for the . 
student's comments on thefacul
tymember'steaching. Theforms 
carry information on the activit
ies in research, publication, con-
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Spinning 
Wheels 

By MARK DE V ASIER 

In sports today roller skating 
is the thing. Mr. Kimmey, the 
instructor and his assistant 
Miss Hooter, taught a class 
of 20, how to rollerskate and 
other feats that can be done 
on wheels. When class time is _ 
over Mr. Kimmey hopes to have 
some of the students- to con
tinue to a higher degree of 
skating. Roller skating is fun, 
but it's up's and downs . 

A Dance contest was held, 
first place going to Matt 
Falco and Carolyn Sharer, 
Second place winner was 
Allen Hall and Strelsa Jensen. 

In the figure-8 contest, Caro
lyn Sharer again won first 
place with Shirley Lynch win
ning second. 

In the boys racing contest. 
Mark Devasier won first 
place with Allen Hall winning 
a close second. 

The next Physical education 
activity will be softball starting 
on the eighth of April. This 
activity will be held at Nes-. 
sler Civic Center, old clothes 
are thP uniform 

ANNER GUILLORY 

Personality 
Focus 

By EV A ESCAMILLA 

All of us have probably at 
one time or another seen this 
young lady coming or going 
from one part of our campus 
to another. Anner does admit 
that the move from the old 
campus to our new one has 
made life a little easier on her 
daily trips across campus. 
The lack of steps leading to
wards buildings and the con
vience of the elevator in the 
Learning Resource Center make 
it just a .little bit easier. 

She's a friendly person, with 
a ready smile, and a warm 
glow which seems to surround 
!Jer and ti~r friends and the 
people around her. Secretarial 
Science is her major and her 
ambition is set towards working 
as a medical secretary after 
obtaining a degree from Col
lege of the Mainland. 

Anner feels that compared 
to other universities and col
leges, College of the Mainland 
seems to have very few 

. racial difficulties and those 
that do exist are being worked 
on. She ~ays, that personally she 
feels that it is one of the best 
things found on campus, and 
that we set an example for 
other schools, and hopefully 
our community to follow. 

Anner is a Freshman mem
ber of Phi Theta Kappa and a 
graduate from Lincoln High 
School in LI!, 1-1:arque. {If an_y 
of you are wondering why some 
call ht!r Queeny, ask her about 
Miss Lincoln 1969) 
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LITERARY CORNER 
Running Stop 

RUNNING STOP 
One-half keeps a finger on me; 
The hand caressing the breast 
Outlining my body symmetry 
While slowly destroying the rest. 

The soul filters nervously down; 
The mind stumbles and spins 
The entire anatomy meets the ground 
Into the clutches of men. 

Rejected by unknown ·peers 
And claimed by every one; 
It races backward. through present years 
To trouble a native sgn. 

• Rational breeds irrational thoughts 
In illusions of reality; 
The concrete becomes actually naught 
Denying life its liberty. 

It's locked in a transparent cage 
And time must forge the key, 
While it ponders receding age 
When existence will not be. 

In a "freak-out" time 
When morals are old hat, 
Performing to a tuneless chime 
And not getting to where it's at. 

Earl Lynn Davis 

Know the Draft or Go 
Eugene, Ore.-(I.P.)-Third-

year law student R. C. Owens 
pointed to stacks of literature 
piled about him and said, 
"This information has to be 
gotten out to young people in 
the community. If no one else 
will assume the responsibility, 
we will." 

He was talking about draft 
-<1nd military inf-erm:ition cur
rently being provided by the 
office he directs at the Un
iversity of Oregon. 

The Draft and Military In
formation Center (DMIC), a 
large glassed-enclosed room 
located in the basement of the 
Erb Memorial Union, is finan
cially supported by the Assoc
iated Students of the University 
(ASUO) and operates in con
junction with the School of Law 
and Counseling Center. 

In discussing the function 
of the office, Owens emphasized 
that the lottery procedure 
"won't correct an unequal sys
tem. Only the informed can 
handle their obligations and 
privileges to their best ad
vantage. And the lack of avail
able infermation to the gen
eral public raises his ire." 

His criticism is sharply, 
but evenly spread to draft re
gistrants, parents, the legisla
ture and general public for 
"neglecting their responsibili
ties." 

"Every registrarit is respon
sible for his own destiny," he 
announced firmly. "It's his job 
to make every effort to ex
plore all of the alternatives 
available to him. If he doesn't 
think he should receive a 1-A 
classification, it's his responsi
bility to prove it to his draft 
board." He shook his head 
saying, "too many neglect the 
problem until it's too late." 

As for parents, Owens be
lieves they are negligent .in 
assisting their sons in ob
taining necessary information. 
"Parents have a responsibility 
to help their own children gain 
as much freedom of choice as 
the law allows. It's not enough 
just to tell children of their 

· obligations. Parents must help 
their sons exert their legal 
rights." 

Information at the U of 0 
operation encompasses all 
phases of the draft, including 
rights, privileges, options and 
alternatives to it, in addition to 
opportunities in the military 

services with their varied pro
grams. 

A number of resource people 
are available for referrals. 
Such people include military 
recruiters, physicians, psychia
trist, conscientious objector 
counselors, lawyers, veterans 
and others. 

Guidelines for the DMIC 
are emphatie,--For e,tt1mple, the 
premises cannot be used by any 
political action organization, and 
counseling must be limited to 
explanation and clarification of 
alternatives. 

Volunteer counselors have 
read the literature available in 
the office, as well as other texts 
on the draft and immigation, 
and are encouraged to attend 
DMIC workshops. 

The "Bible" of the operation 
is in the form of a two-volume 
work called the Selective Ser
vice • Law Reporter, pub
lished by the Public Law Ed
ucation Institute. The contents 
show all statutes, regulations, 
local draft board memos, and 
case decisions concerning the 
Selective Service System. 

Students--
<Conttnued From Page 3) 

.,uJtation and advisement which 
are expected of every faculty 
member. 

The committee emphasized 
that as in the past, no one 
would be advanced in rank or 
denied promotion. simply on an 
isolated evaluation of any 
kind. 

Exclusive-
·<continued From Page 3) 

Officers this year are: Joyce 
Gossie, President; Ronnie Ro
bineau, Vice-President; Mar
garet Landry, Secretary; and 
Martha Mossley, Treasurer. 
The officer presided over the 
initiation ceremonies, March 
18. 

New initia tes are Shirley 
Lynch, Eva Calvin, Peggy 
Cole, Denise Carraway, Joyce 
Shifflett, Mildred Carroll, 
Anner Guillory; Larry Jackson, 
Stuart Foster, William Demer
son, Mark Skyiepal, Patricia 
Picone, Willi Mae Hazzard, 
Dorthy· Jeffcoat, Jean Banks, 
Eva Escamilla,. and Wilfred 
Williams. 

Oh 'No\ . The.~ 'u e. Sto..rte.d 

\,Jhe.n wi\\ 

Whatever Happened to 
Art Contest 

By PEGGY COLE ,-
The communications division 

of the Gulf Coast Junior Col
lege Intercollegiate Conference 
is sponsoring a poster art 
contest this Spring. Emphasis 
centers on imagination as the 
subject matter is very abstract. 
The contest is open to all 
students of member colleges, 
but each college is allowed 
only six entries. Beginning 
with an exhibition at College 
of the Mainland May 21-22, 
when prizes will be awarded 
to the winning contestants, 
the poster exhibit will be cir
culated among the member 
colleges. Contest rules are as 
follows: 

. 

the Peace Movement? 
By PEGGY COLE 

Whatever Happened to 
the Peace Movement? 

Everyone remembers the 
Peace Moratoriums of October 
and November, yet the entire 
movement seems to have quiet
ed or even died. Have these 
young Peace advocates tired 
of their efforts or have they 
been sufficiently silenced by 
government hierarchy? 

After the October peace walk 
in Washington, President Nixon 
said to the nation, "And so to 
you, the great silent majority of 
my fellow Americans, I ask for 
your support. Let us be united 
for peace. Let us also be united 
against-defeat. -Because let us 
understand: North 'Vietnam 
cannot defeat or humiliate 
the United States. Only Ameri
cans can do that." Then Vice
President Spiro Agnew attack
ed the press viciously for re
cognizing the peace movement. 
These remarks brought on 
numerous replies from the sil-

. ent majority published recently 
in Harper's Magazine. Some 
of the comments were as fol
lows: "I don't feel we have 
enough information to know 
whether policies are right or 
not. Leave it to the leader." 
"ridiculous looking creeps, ·1 
get mad just looking at them .. " 

"Certain kinds of boys from 
certain backgrounds are more 
patriotic than others." 

Fire Base Kien, South Viet 
Nam, January 2 (AP)-Vice
President Agnew, visiting what 
the Gls call the loonies, told 
American troops here yester
day the people back home are 
"darned proud of what you 
are doing" in Vietnam. He 
said the troops have the public 
100 percent support. "Don't be 

· alarmed by what you may see 
or read in certain publications." 

It seems that some feel the 
peace movement is a Commun
ist plot. Francis McNamara, 
staff director, of the House of 
Un-American Activities Com
mittee wrote: "The most im
portant fact about the demon
strations was the revelation 
of. a weakness in U.S. ability 
to deal effectively with internal 
Communism subversion." 

Another member of the silent 
ma iority responded to this: 
"Funny thing, I've always con
sidered our young educated 
people to the strength of our 
Nation. Much to everyone's • 
surprise the so called intellec
tuals strangely enough are a 
weakness. They cannot see the 
student$ in Czechoslovakia 
trying to tell the world about 
Russia and Communism." 

What about the protesters 
themselves and what about 
their future plans? After sue-

cessfully staging the largest 
peace protest in American his
tory, leaders of the Antiwar 
movement were apparently os
tracized enough by the Presi
dent and Vice-President to be 
temporarily silenced, but only 
to work on plans for further 
pressure against the war. The 
trend now is to return the war
against-war to the local level. 
"But," said moratorium spokes
man, Sam Brown, in Washing
ton, _ "if the war continues, it 
may be necessary by spring to 
return to large public events". 
These leaders, encouraged 
by past success and angered 
by administration attacks, 
are thinking about venturing 
futo the chancey area of small
scale, peaceful civil disobed
ience or more legal methods 
of "throwing some sand into 
the machinery-". · 

One proposal is to flood the 
draft boards with paper work 
by having draft registrants 
write their local Selective Ser
vice officers every time they 
leave town temporarily - and 
request replies. Some peace 
groups are turning to conven
tional politics. In Chicago, 
Michigan, and Massachusetts, 
for example, moratorium lead
ers are preparing to pressure 
Congressmen who back the 
war-and to support those who 
oppose it. Despite the bright talk 
·and ambitious planning, · all 
antiwar groups know they have 
their tasks cut out for them. 
"Richard Nixon," said one 
leader, "is a more formidable 
obstacle than any of us realize." 

In the meantime ' people 
· will continue to promote 
peace in their won ways. John 
Lennon's "Give Peace a Ch'an
ce", which has become the 
movement's theme· song, along 
with other typical songs and 
poetry, by such artist as Pete 
Seeger, Bob Dylan, and Allen 
Ginsberg, are heard nationally 
at Peace festivals scheduled 
for spring. A Lennon innovate 
occurance at Toronto also br
ings the cause to mind. Sym
bols worn around the neck and 1 

drawn everywhere are a con
stant request to the American 
people to "Give Peace A 
Chance". 

(1). An entrant may submit 
no more than two posters in 
each of two categories. 

(2) . Posters shall measure 
24 x 30 inches. 

(3). The participants name, 
his school, and the category 
entered must be listed clearly 
on the back of each poster 
entered. 

( 4). Finished entries must 
be delivered to .Max Karl 
Wh;tkler L-240, no later than 
18 May, and not before 14 
May, 1970. 

(5). There are two categories: 
A. Freehand: The . partici

pant may use customary mat
erials (paints, brushes, pens 
and ink, charcoal, straight
edge or T-square, etc.) but 
may not use traced, or clipped 
and pasted, illustrations or 
letters from another source; 
nor may he use any .. tn>e of 
lettering device, such as a 
stencil. · 

B. Unrestricted: The part
icipant may use photographs, 
traced (or clipped and pasted) 
illustrations and or letters; 
lettering devices, and other 
aids. 

(6.) The subject: 
Imagine that somehow you 

have been turned into a movie. 
Select (or invent) a title for 
yourself, and design a poster 
which includes the title (and 
whatever other information 
you consider to be necessary) 
in the composition. Do not use 
your name in the title. 

Your primary purpose is the 
combination of visual' and ver
bal elements in a single de
sign, and the problem is to 
use these to communicate an 
idea. Remember this: this is 
not merely a movie of your 
life story. You are not dealing 
with events, but with atmoi;;
pheres. It is not a movie 
about you; but you are the 
movie. 
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COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND 

Student Bill of Rights 
Passed By COM Trustees 

The Board of Trustees and the Administration of 
the College of the Mainland believe deeply in, and 
commit themselve/ to, the democratic process as a 
-"«i'ay of life. Therefore, the Board of Trustees and the 
College Staff commit themselves to the following: 

The student is an adult person, or is capable of be
coming _sufficiently responsible immediately, for the 
pur-g,gs€ of continuing in attendance. 
~The student shall have the status of junior col- . 
league in the College and shall participate iri all ap
propriate ways in the government of the college. 

The student shall be dealt with by the College 
Staff as a person meriting the fullest respect at all 
times. 

The student merits the ablest and most dedicated 
professional leadership that can be made available to 
him. 

Upon entering, the student shall receive thorough 
training in the duties and responsibilities of 
scholarship at College of the Mainland. 

The work of the student shall be planned and 
evaluated meticulously and imaginatively. The stu
dent shall-be involved at all appropriate points in the 
planning and evaluation processes. 

The student deserves the most useful modern 
learning materials equipment, and facilities that can 
be made available to him. 

The student shall be granted the fullest approp
riate measures of responsibility for his own education 
within a framework of careful planning and evalua
tion of his work. 

The student shall be given every reasonable op
portunity to continue as a member of the college 
community until he has achieved his purpose. 

The student shall have the prerogative and the 
obligation as a .scholar to exercise in a responsible 
way the following rights: 

The right to study any controversial issue which 
has social (i.e., political, moral, economic, religious) 
significance in our civilization today and concerning· 
which, at his level of scholarly maturity, he should 
begin to deliberately form his own views and opinions 
and draw his own conclusions. 

The right to have free access to relevant informa
tion, including materials which circulate freely in the 
professions and institutions in the larger community. 

The right to study under competent leadership in 
an atmosphere free from indoctrination. 

The right to form and express his views on con
troversial issues in· a civilized and scholarly manner 
with the full support of the College and of the Board of 
Trustees. 

WANTED:ADS 
Do you have something you 

need to sell - buy - rent - or 
hire? Have you lost or found an 
article that needs to be re
turned? Can you give guitar les
sons? Or maybe you have free 
puppies to give away. Or are 
you in need of a summer job or 
maybe know of summer job 
openings? Whatever the case -
The Inter-COM is starting a 
classified section. 

Let us know your need and we 
will run your ad in the Inter
COM. Just bring in a descrip
tion of the item you are interes
ted in selling, buying or trading 
and we will do our best to help 
you. Description must be writ
ten out and if possible - typed . 

: Hurry and meet our deadlines, 
so we can meet yours. Student 
Activities Office is the place. 

Pool Hall Rules 
The two tables in the Pool 

Hall will be played upon as 
such: Students who are skillful 
in the game of pool shall play on 
the front table; which shall be 
labeled as Table I. Less skilled 
players must play on Table II. 
This is an attempt to stop the 
monopoly of tables by the better 
than average players. 

MISSING: 
During the first summer ses

sion , a pair of paintings were on 
exhibit in the library. These 
were two 5x7 acrylic paintings 
which were being displayed on 
the second floor of the LRC 
building . These paintings are 
now missing , and they need to 
be found because they belong to 

Monday, September 14, 1970 

Pres. Stallworth 

Brinkley Is First 

COM Presents 
Lecture Series 
College of the Mainland pre

;;ents- "Crcat Issues :",ect.ure 
Series" ·beginning September 
27th and terminating February 
16, 1971. . 

Six distinguished Americans 
will conduct the lectures, which 
will be sponsored by College of 
the Mainland's Adult Education 
and Community Services Divi
sion. The series will be held in 
the new La Marque High School 
Auditorium at 300 Vauthier, La 
Marque. 

Tickets are available now at 
College of the Mainland's Adult 
Education Office, 8001 Palmer. 
Highway, Texas City, telephone 
713-938-1211, Extension 296. 

The cost for all lectures is 
$5.00 for non-students and col
lege and public school students 
may enroll for half price. 

David Brinkley will start the 
series on September 27th, Sun
day, at 3 p.m. with his address, 
"State of the Nation." 

United States Senator Robert 
Packwood of Oregon will speak_,
on October 26th, at 7: 30 p.m . 
concerning "Population Gr.owth 
and the American Future." , 

United States Senator Barry 
Goldwater of Arizon,a will con
duct the fourth lecture of the six 
scheduled for the series on De
cember 7th, at 7: 30 p.m. His 
topic is "American Citizenship 
is Much More Than a State of 
Being." 

Dan Rather of CBS News will 
lecture on "The U.S. Presi
dency" at 7: 30 p.m, January 18, 
1971. 

United States Senator Birch 
Bayh of Indiana will complete 
the series at 7: 30 p.m., Feb
ruary 16, 1971 with his lecture, 
"Politics is People" . 

Time-will be allowed for ques
tion and answer or group dis
cussion following each lecture . 

a personal collection. These 
paintings are black and white . 
If any knowledge of the where
abouts of these two paintings, 
please contact Mr . R. L. Smith 
in the Student Activities office 
in th.e Administration Building. 

,,.·•.-. 
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It is with very special pleasure that I extend, on 
behalf of our Trustees, faculty, and staff, the warme&t 
possible welcome to the fellowship of College of the 
Mainland. If you have noticed the motto on the Col
lege seal, you know it is "Humanhood through Broth
erhood." This is the ideal which we have committed 
ourselves to keep in mind in all of our relationships 
here, both in classes and out of class. The motto has a 
very simple, yet powerful, meaning: only through the 
procedure of brotherhood do we grow in humanity 
and toward the fullest development of ourselves. The 
procedure of brotherhood is simple to understand 
also. It means only that we support each other in our 
decent purposes and that we avoid hatred and up
tightness, and that we actively reach out to help one 
another .wherever and whenever we can. Life is diffi
cult enough as it is; College of the Mainland Trustees, 
faculty and staff are genuinely committed to make it 
better. Please do what you can to make "Humanhood 
through Brotherhood" real here. 

With kindest regards. 
Cordially, 
Herbert F. Stallworth 
President 

STUDENT GOVERNMENT OFFICERS-Earl Davis, vice 
president, Cynthia Hicks, secretary-treasurer and Larry Jack
son, presideqt. · · 

Student Government · Sets 
Election· Dates; Sept.17-18 

By CYNTHIA HICKS 
The Student Government is holding an election, 

September 17th and 18th to fill vacancies in th~ Stu
dent Senate, Student Newspaper, Student Court and 
Lyceum Council. 'There will be an opportunity for all 
candidates to present their platform on September 
15th at 1: 15 p.m. and Wednesday, Sept. 16, at 12: 30, 
according to Larry Jackson, Student Body President. 
The Student Government urges everyone to vote this 
semester. 

Anyone desiring to run for office may fill out an 
election form in the Student Government Office in tlie 
Administration Building. The deadline for filing for 
office is September 11, 1970. 

The Student Government is to be very active this 
year and intends to develop a close relationship bet
ween itself and the Student Body. The Student News
paper is to be published by the Graphic Arts classes 
this year and plans to become one of the outstanding 
publications of the two-year college system. 

The Student Court wm be activated this fall as it 
will assume the judiciary function of the Student 
Government. The Lyceum Council will be responsible 
1or bringing recreational and cultural activities t 
College of the Mainland. 
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Student lnv,olvement Makes 
A eetter College Campus 

By R. L. SMITH 
Activities Counselor 

As we begin a new semester there are many 
changes taking place. New classes, new faces, and 
the beginning of the first full year at the new campus. 
The major change that the Activity Office is attemp
ting to make is in the magnitude of student involve
ment and an increase of interaction among all stu
dents. Ideas are individually· created, but the imple
· mentation of these ideas is dependent on groups of 
people. Plans are being made for a broad spectrum of 
activities to include cultural, ed~ational and social 
activities so that all students might be served. 

Itis felt that all generations still have at least one 
item in common, that of apathy. The rationalizations 
which relieve us from being guilty of apathy are: 
"I'm not interested", "That does not involve me", 
"That will not affect my life", "I'm just one person, 
what can I do". I am sorry to discount these rational
izations, however, none of these will relieve or de
crease your guilt. Involvement in all activities is the 
primary method by which change can be accomplish
ed and communications can be improved. 

The activities of the student body of College of the 
Mainland may have little impact on the State or Na
tional scene, but it will have an effect on us and the 
community that we serve. This is the objective that 
was set forth when College of the Mainland was 
founded, and this remains our objective. The term ac
tivist is defined as an individual characterized by ac
tion rather than by contemplation of speculation; the 
t~rm cognition is defined as the process of knowing, 
including both awareness ·and judgement. Therefore, 
the goal of the various activities this year will be to 
cause every student to be a cognitive activist. 

J 

A Proposal 
To Murder 
Uncle Tom 

By EARL DA VIS 
Vice President 

In the matter of jokingly re
ferring to us as "Uncle Toms", 
we do not really care. After 
those of you who are acquainted 
with us know that nothing is fur
ther from the truth. In this time 
of a resurgence in black aware
ness, it is fashionable to refer to 
someone as ''Tom", but 
remember, there is a thin line 
between humiliation and a joke. •' 
This article is not designed to 
antagonize anyone personally 
and if it occurs that way - tuff. 

Obey the Smoking 
And Eating Rules 

The Administrative Council of 
College of the Mainland adopte,d 
the following smoking and eat
ing guidelines on February 17, 
1970. These guidelines allow · 
students as well as faculty to 
smoke and eat only in the desig
nated areas on campus. There 
will be no smoking in any area 
with carpet or tile on the floor 
except in the following loca-
tions. · 

In the Learning Resources 
Center (LRC), smoking is per
mitted in the smoking lounge on 
the mezzanine, on the second 
floor , and in the faculty suite 
lounges. In the Technical-Voca
tional Building, smoking is per
mitted in the faculty suite of
fices, the vending service areas, 
and in the st'!dent lounge. · 

In the future, there are some 
things that the Student Gove·rn
ment, elected by you students, 
will do that will automatically 
evoke cries of "Tom" from you. 
When that occurs , remember 
that just because of your pig
mentation you are not to receive 
"special treatment" . Rules will 
be enforced and bless your rae
tions toward us : 

We tried to please the dissent
ers , 

we succeeded in being cursed, 
we tried to satisfy the conser~ 

1n· the Administration-Class
room Building, smoking is al
lowed in the vending service 
areas , the student lounge area , 
the "Pit" area and in the facul
ty office suites. Eating and . 
drinking will be allowed in the 
vending services. areas in the 
Administration - Classroom 
Building and in the Technical- . 
Vocational Building . Students 
are urged, as weil as faculty, to 
comply with these rules. 

vatives · 
and ended none the worse 

We went in search of a solu-
tion 

and found what is always true 
that in our every endeavor 
we must first to ourselves be 

true . 

Now, is that Black enough for 
you? 

NOTICE! 
Au part-time students and 

non-student visitors who have 
not purchased an Activity Card 
will be · required to stop by the 
office of the . Stud.ent Activities 
Counselor and receive a visitors 
pass if they wish to avail them
selves of.any of the recreational 
facilities of the College of the 
Mainland. 

Staff Box 

To Be Elected 

• 

Inside the 
Senate 

By CYNTHIA HICKS 
On Monday, September 3, 

1970 the first session of the Stu
dent Body Senate for 1970-71 
was called to order at 11: 05 by 
Vice President Earl Davis in 
the Student Government Office. 

The following dates were de
cided upon in regard to the com
ing election. Deadline for sign
ing up for an office is Friday, 
September 11, 1970. Campaign 
speeches - September 14, 1970 at 
11: 00 in the Teachers Auditor
ium and Elections will be held 
September 17 and 18, 1970. 

To avoid the many difficulties 
that were prevalent in previous 
elections concerning the eli
gibility of candidates for var
ious offices, the Election Code 
was presented and reviewed. 

The Senators that were pres
ent deemed it necessary that 
the problem concerning visitors 
on the campus be handled im
mediately. It was decided that 
the policy which was adopted 
last semester by the senate 
should be enforced once again. 
Any person who is not a student 
at College of the Mainland must 
secure a visitors pass before he 
may enter the pool hall or stu
dent lounge areas . These passes 
are good for only one day and 
may be picked up at the Student 
Activities Office. 

Carroll Receives 
Scholar . Award 

Mildred parroll represented 
College of the Mainland's, Phi 
Theta Kappa chapter at the 3rd 
Honors Institute held this year 
at Bennett College in Milbrook, 
New York. The in;ititute was 
nine days in lenl§th and the 
theme was ' 'The Twentieth 
Century Theater". The group or 
students attending the institute 
viewed, reviewed and evaluated 
films such as "Death of a Sales
man" and "The Little Foxes"; 
plays such as "All's Well that 

• Ends Well", "Butterflies are 
Free", and "Last of the Red Hot 
Lovers". She attended these 
plays at' places such as The . 
Booth Theater in New York City 
and the American Shakespeare 
Festival Theater in Stratford, 
Connecticut. 

Mildred was presented the 
Scholar award at the conclusion 
of the Institute for her seminar 
discussion 01.1 the topic of the 
good as opposed to the evils of 
the union in the theater. 

MILDRED CARROLL 

Policy on Firearms 
No student shall bring o_n 

1 campus, nor possess on cam
pus, any firearm or other dan-

•.gerous weapon . Police Officers 
attending classes must lock 
their weapons in their automo
biles immediately upon arriv
ing in the campus parking area. 

Monday, September 14, 1970 

Phi Theta Kappa Promotes 
Scholarship, Leadership 

Since 1918, Phi Theta Kappa 
has recognized intellectual 
achievement as the only nation
al scholastic honor society in 
American Junior Colleges. Its 
members , after leaving junior 
college life, have attained suc
cess at four year 'eq).leges and 
universities, and in all fields of 
profesional life. 

,1s· stated in it's Constitution, 
the purpose of Phi Theta ~appa 
is to recognize and · promote 
scholarship among junior col
lege students. Working toward 
this goal, Phi Theta Kappa pro
vides opportunity for the de
velopment of leadership and 
service, an intellectual climate 
for exchange of ideas, lively 
fellowship for scholars, and 
stimulation of interest in aca
demic excellence. 

Membership in the Sigma 
Delta Chapter of College of the 
Mainland is conferred on these 

· .students carrying at least 
, twelve hours of course work 

leading to a recognized degree 
in a fully accredited university 
or four year college, who 
achieve a 3.2 grade point aver
age, and possess recognized 
qualities of citizenship and aca
demic excellence as judged by 
the college community. 

Thus membership in Phi 
Theta Kappa is an honor; but 
more than that, it is a challenge . 
Upon diligent scholarship rests 
education, upon education rests 
the hope that through know
ledge many may someday solve 
the mysteries of the world we 
live in and the complexities of 
our own minds and being. 
"Through the scholar, know
ledge becomes pragmatic, rea
soning becomes concerete, and 
the world advances." 

Keep m the Know 
The Student Government has 

placed bulletin boards in the 
Student Lounges, Pool Room 
and in the student Activity Of
fice . All announcements, polic
ies, Senate meeting minutes, 
and other pertinent information 
will be posted in these arfaS. 
Check these bulletin boards ·out 
each day and prevent a com
munications gap. Anyone wish
ing to place items on these bul
letin boards is asked to bring 
them by the Student Govern
ment Office for approval. 

Welcome 

During the school year 1969-
70, Sigma Delta Chapter spon
sored the following services on 
an individual and collective 
basis , for the College of the 
Mainland Community: 

1. "Howdy Party" at the be
ginning of the fall and ,spring 
semesters in order for the facul
ty and the students to become 
acquainted. 

2. Tutoring and study aid 
services. 

3. Written evaluation and 
suggestions on improvement of 
course contents, as requested 
by division chairmen. 

f1. Initiation ceremonies for 
Phi" Theta Kappa initiates, en
couraging student enthusiasm 
for recognition of scholastic ex
cellence. 

5. Assisting at the voting 
tables, registration and other 
college activities. 

6. Open forum for students 
and faculty on the subject of 
"Hiring and dismissal of Stu
dents". 

7. Fund raising for college 
beautification program - Sand
wich Sale. 

8. Sponsored a "Decorate 
Your Body" contest in support 
of the bond election. 

9. Participated in the cul
tural awareness seminar, Sum
mer, 1970 

For the academic year of 
1970-71, the Sigma Delta Chap
ter proposes to: Continue all 
previous services and will be 
actively studying the 1970-
71 Honors ProJ(ram on the sub
ject ·area. 

It is ·hoped-that through the 
activities, services, and pro- -
grams of Phi Theta Kappa in
creasing emphasis may be 
placed on the academic activi-
ties of G,OM community. 

Need a Ride? 
' If you are having trouble get-

ting to and from college, you 
shoulg. come by the Student Ac
tivity Office and leave your 
name, address, telephone num
ber and the days you attend 
class. 

Perhaps car pools can be ar
ranged or students with cars 
will be willing to give you a ride 
for a slight, nominal fee. Any
one with a car interested in 
helping please contact the Stu
dent Activity Office. 

to COM! 
ByLARRYJACKSON 
Student ody President 

First off I would like to take the opportunity to 
welcome all students here for the first time and those 
returning. The Student Government officials includ
ing Earl Davis, Vice-President and Cynthia Hicks, 
Secretary also extend their greetings. 

Student Government this year· can be the best 
that this school has ever had. Government is not 
made up of laws, but rather it is composed of people 
with inovative ideas that help to benefit our college. 
The people at the college seem to know the problems 
which face us all, environmental pollution, racism, and 
apathy on the·part of those who can help out, but find 
excuses to satisfy their warped ego in continuation of 
"the games people play". 

We would hope that our government will not have 
the opportunity to play "games" with ourselves. 

College life, despite what some people think, is 
the first really responsible part of a young adults life. 
I believe that because we know about our problems 
we can pool our knowledge together and maybe find 
out for the first time in our lives that we as a group 
can work together. I believe that this is the function of 
student government: to organize people to work for 
the accomplishment of specified goals. I also believe 
that students on campus want to help and will at least 
try to work in the student government. 
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21 · FACULTY MEMBERS JOIN COM 

Joe E. Capps 
Bulinell 

Willlam Devall 
Drafting 

William Peace 
Chemistry 

Pauline Price 
Business 

Larry Stanley 
Music 

Althea Choates 
Counselor 

Gary Ferden 
Counselor 

Willlam Perry 
Dir. Tech.-Voc. 

Sandra Shoup 
Graphics 

Maybelle Stout 
Psychology 

*** 
With the addition of the new 

faculty, several new programs 
are being offered at College of 
the Mainland this fall. These in
clude: Automotive Technology, 
Electronics Technology, 
Graphic Arts, Police Science 
Welding Technology, and 
others. 

Automotive technology pro
vides instruction in all aspects 
of automotive care and main
tenance; repair of engine, star
ters, generators, carburetors, 
transmissions, differentials, 
and brakes are just a few of the 
items covered in this program. 

Electronics technology offers 
such courses as electrical elec
tronics , vacuum tubes and 
transistors, engineering draft
ing, technical mathematics, 
circuit analysis, digital logic 
design as used in ·computers, 
and radio and television repair. 

Graphic arts, another of the 
new programs beginning in the 
fall semester, provides instruc
tion in offset printing, cold type 
composition, layout and design, 
offset camera and darkroom 
procedures, offset press opera
tion, and finishing and binding 
of printed products. 

Police Science is a new pro
gram commencing this fall in 
connection with the opening of 
College of the Mainland's Re
gional Law Enforcement Train
ing Academy. Basic law en
forcement training for the state 
certification oflaw enforcement 
officers will continue to be 
taught at the college. However, 
three different associate de
grees for law enforcement per
<10nnel will also be offered. 

Another degree offered is law 
enforcement. This degree in
cludes instruction in: Police 
operations, criminal investiga-

. tion, social psychology, crime 
scene procedures, juvenile de
linquency, social institutions 
and process, and police arsenal 
and weapons. An associate de·
gree is _ also offered in police 
administration. 

Welding technology will be of
fered. A new welding laboratory 
has been outfitted to start· 
operations this fall. Plate and 
pipe welding will be offered. 
The degree program also in
clude tehnical mathematics, 
technical physics, machine 
drawing, materials testing and 
industrial management. 

*** 

John Thaman 
Welding 

J 
Dorothy Crockett 
Reading Lab 

Weldon Hickey 
A VT Instructo 

Alexander Pratt 
History 

Robert Slaney 
Asst. Librarian 

William Waller 
Phr,sics 

Marie Dalton 
Business 

"'P"' 
,i 

Howard Katz 
Law Enforcement 

· Jerry Preas 
Auto Tech. 

Robert Smith 
Counselor 

Marcus Wildon 
Law Enforcement 



INTROSPECTION 
I am a phony caricature of man. 
An ill formed papermachie. 
As fragile as life. 
Steeped in solitude 
as lonely as the albino 
banished from the pack. 

I am a sturdy oak and 
A resilient willow in the 
Face of raging wind. Seeking 
Not to prove facts but truth 
In a world where lies are 
Dem anded and bought. 

I am as bright as dark 
And as dark as black. • • 
Hiding: in reflections. Seeking 
to justify my existence. But I 
am lost to me and I am not a 

.Transparent to limbo. 

Finally, I am a man in time 
But ahead of time. Behind life 
and ahead of death. Somewhere 
In between bounds of right 
and wrong, sanity and insanity, 
I dwell. America created me. 

WHY I LOVE YOU 
I love you because of your honesty 
In all of its painful revelations. 
I love you because of your sincerity 
And the sum of your moody ways. 

I love you for your virtuous expressions 
On subjects where I see only vice. 
I love you for your stabling tongue 
Of which I have. often been the target. 

I love you because you are life 
And the mother of all that lives. 
I love YOl.J. because of your adhesiveness 
Lhat makes you stick to me when I 
am, in jeopardy of escaping myself. 

I love you for your segacious thoughts 
In m;itters where I see only the icing. 
I love ~ou because of your human quality 
Of longmg to escape your environment. 

I love you because you are you 
And no other could even be that. 
I love you because someday you will 
Get all that you seek and more, and I 
Am a little wiser and stronger and happier 
For having known you. 

PLEASE DO NOT 
FORGET TO VOTE 

-. 
FSA to Meet 
September 22 

FSA stands for the Future 
Secretaries Association . It is a 
chapter of a national organiza
tion devoted to helping potential 
secretaries preparing to meet 
the business world and develop 
a better understanding of secre
tarial duties . It is sponsored by 
the National Secretaries Asso
ciation, an organization of ex
perienced secretaries. 

Would you like to know more 
about clothes, makeup, and hair 
styles of secretaries? Are you 
interested in charm and eti
quette as well as how to be a 
good secretary? Would you like 
to know what it is like to work in 
an office, and how to get along 
with your co-workers? Would 
you like to know how to conquer 
interview jitters? Would · you 
like experienced secretaries 
taking a personal interest in you 
while you are struggling with 
your typing, shorthand or 
business courses? All of this is a 
vital part of FSA. 

FSA meets once a month at 
College of the Mainland. At the 
end of each school year there is 
an annual dinner meeting for 
members and guests. Member· 
ship fees are $2.00 for initiation 
and $1.00 for annual dufs. 

FSA brings to the student a 
better understanding of the bus
iness world through association 
with experienced secretaries. It 
stimulates interest in the secre
tarial profession. It develops a 
recognition of the importance of 
desirable work habits, attitudes 
and respansibilities. 

The organizational meeting 
for FSA will be held Wednes
day, October 8, at 5 p.m. The 
meeting place will be announ
ced at a later date. Ann Bennick 
and · Marie Dalton, business 
instructors, are co-spansors of 
FSA. Contact them for further 
details in Rooms T-124 or T-119. 

Student Orientation 
Held at Nessler Center 

On August 27, 1970, a new Student Orientation 
Program was held in the Learning Resources Center 
at 1: 30 p.m. and again at 6: 30 p.m. for those students 
who did not have a chance to attend the other session. 

Dr. H. F. Stallworth, President, welcomed all the 
new students to College of the Mainland and showed 
slides of the campus. Dr. F. A. Taylor, Dean of In
struction, explained the teaching and learning pro
cesses at College of the Mainland and gave a brief 
introduction to the grading system. Mr. R. P. Shinn, 

· Director of LRC, then introduced his staff who in turn 
explained the Learning Resource Center and the 
facilities available for student use: Mr. L. L. Smith, 
Director of Adult Education, explained the various 
programs included in his Department and enlisted 
student help in getting people into the program and 
tutoring those persons in the GED and literacy pro
grams. Mrs. Althea Choates, Counselor, then review
ed the changes that students must be prepared for 
during their college career. Mr. D. R. Doyle, Coor
dinator for Financial Aids and Placement reviewed 
the Financial Aids and Placement Operations. Mr. 
Larry Jackson, Student Body President, and Miss 
Cynthia Hicks, Student Body Secretary, then present
ed a preview of student life. 

The orientation program was developed by Mrs. 
Sallie Cowll:ill, Counselor, and .she is to be commended 
for the excellent P._rogram which provided new stu
dents with a comprehensive survey of College of the 
Mainland in action. 

On Friday morning at 9: 30 a.m. all students were 
invited to attend a special program at the Nessler 
Civic Center. The speaker for this occasion was Mr. 
James P. Simpson, lawyer and member of the Board 
of Trustees. Mr. Simpson spoke on the subjects of the 
challenge facing all persons in education and life; 
that conflict in ideas is necessary for understanding 
and growth; and that doubt is the first step if learn
ing is to result, and was well received by all those in 
attendance. 

College of Mainland Grading Explained 
In order to fully understand 

the student grading palicy of 
College of the Mainland, one 
mu~t first understand the philo; 
sophy of teaching and learning 
embraced by the institution. 
First, it has its foundation in the 
philosophy of democracy • a 
philosophy which, by its very 
nature, operates on the basic 
assumption that all with whom 
we come in contact are human 
beings and shall be treated as 
such. Second, that the colleague 
relationship (as opposed to the 
master-servant relationship) 
shall be the basis for student· 
teacher relationships . 

With thei,e as our basic as
sumptions, the dev_elopment of 
teaching-learning practice is 
removed from the mystic and 
takes its roots in intelligent 
planning . All course work at the 
College is, first of all , planned in 
advance . The basis for such 
planning · is the development of 
behaviorally specified learning 
objectives . This principle, 
simply stated, is that the stu
dent, prior to beginning the 
course of study, knows what 
competencies ·are expected of 
him upon completion of the 
course. He knows in very spe
cific terms, not in mere gener
alities . 

This teaching-learning ap
proach does not lend itself to the 
conventional grading system 
which is anti-humane and better 
suited to evaluate race horses 
than human beings . 

The College of the Mainland 
grading system is simple in its 
concept. There are three things 
which were felt must be includ-

ed in any humane grading 
Policy: 

1.) It must have quality 
control. 

2.) It must be tied to the be
haviorally specified learning 
objectives approach. 

3.) It must encourage stu
dents of all levels of achieve
ment and all conditions of life to 
attend the college. 

With these three basic guide
lines to go by, a grading system 
was arrived at that is, at least, 
more humane in its approach. 
Quality achievement is still 
graded with an "A" or a "B." 
The. "C" grade simply indicates 
the demonstration by the stu· 
dent of the achievement of the 
minimum objectives of the 
course. In th-:: event a student is 
unable to achieve the minimum 
objectives he is withdrawn from 
the class . 

In addition to the "A", "B" or 
"C" grade mentioned above, a· 
student may receive an "I", 
" WI", "W", or "WP." 

The grade of "W" is given in 
the event a student finds it 
necessary to withdraw from a 
class within the first nine 
weeks, regardless of the reason . 
The Grade of "WP" is given 
after the ninth week of the 
semester , provided the stu
dent's achievement of course 
objectives is on schedule as of 
the date he withdrew. Neither 
the "W" or "WP" is used in 
computing grade paint average . 

In the event the student with· 
draws after the ninth week -of 
semester and is behind schedule 
on the achievement of course 
objectives , he receives a grade 
of " WI. " The " WI" indicates 

-withdrawal without achieve
ment of minimum course objec
tives. Both the "I" and "WI" 
are computed as semester 
hours attempted with "O" 
grade Points . 

The grading system does 
something more - it has made 
the first move toward breaking 
the traditional semester time 
barrier. In the event a student is 
un.able to complete the mini
mum objectives by the end of a 
given semester and, in the judg
ment of his professor, he could 
complete the objectives if he 
had more time, the professor 
may negotiate a contract with 
the student allowing him up to 
six more weeks to complete the 
objectives of the course . In this 
event, the student is given an 
"I" which is changed to "A", 
"B" or "C" when he completes 
his contract. In the event he 
never completes the contract 
the "I" is changed to "WI" 
which indicates he withdrew in
complete of the objectives. 

The professor at College of 
the Mainland has both the right 
and responsibility to withdraw 
any student from his class if, in 
his judgment, and after consul
tation with his junior colleague, 
the student, he is convinced that 
the student will not be able to 
complete the minimum course 
objectives. The student at Col· 
lege of the Mainland has both 
the right and responsibility to 
withdrawal from a class, after 
consultation with his senior col· 
league, the professor , in the 
event he feels for any reason , he 
will be un able to complete t he 
min i mum objectives of t he 
course. 
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COPS COP OUT! 
by BONNIE HEXT 

Recently English 131 invited 
Chief De Walt, head of the Texas 
City Police Department, 
Duroux, Head of the LaMarque 
Police Department, and Sheriff 

Madrid Offers 
·spanish Studies 

From July 1 to August 15, 
1971, .a Spanish course will be 
conducted at the Colegio Mayor 
Maria Immaculada in Madrid 
Spain. Applications are now be: 
ing accepted for this summer 
course which costs $580, and 
covers round trip from New 
York to Madrid, select room 
and board, and tuition and book 
costs. 

The classes are conducted in 
Spanish by experienced pro
fessors from the University of 
Madrid. Also included in the 
course are several cultural 
events. For more information, 
contact: Dr. V.E . Urbano, 4070 
Hartel, Beaumont, Texas 
77705. I 

Support COM 
United Fu.nd 

The Mainland United Fund is 
administered by local people-for 
folks in the community who 
need and deserve your help. The 
many agencies served by 
United Fund provide aid to the 
needy and help in character 
building. Our contribution goes 
to places and to people that you 
and I may fail to reach. If help 
is provided, we who are fully 
employed must give. If we don't 
do it, it won't be done! Being a 
partner in the United Fund 
helps to sustain the community. 
Giving to the United Fund 
makes each of us feel better. 

Thekick-off date for College 
of Uie Mainland United Fund 
will be October 5, 1970. Ron 
Ummel and Dan Doyle are co
chairmen for College ot the 
Mainland. Ron Ummel will con
tact the faculty, and Dan Doyle 
the staff. Walter Beene will be 
chairman of the area public 
school Systems. 

Kline, head of the Galveston Po
lice Department to speak at the 
Wednesday morning large 
group session. Sheriff Kline was 
unable to attend the session for 
reasons unknown to us at this 
time. 

There has been some question 
as to whether or not the officers 
answered the questions directed 
at them to the best of their abil
ity. Mr. Tom Carter, head of 
English 131, stated that there 
were three main purposes in 
having the police officers come 
to COM and they were: 
: 1. To have the students· be
come more familiar with the 
way the police department is 
operated. 

2. To show the students what 
his responsibilities as a citizen 
are. 

3. To show the students that 
the officers are human beings 
with jobs to do and that they are 
interested in the welfare of the 
young people. 

Mr. Carter commented that 
some of the student's questions 
couldn't be answered because 
they bore upon batters which 
are in court at this time. Some 
cf the quecticns couldn't be ans
wered because of lack of cir
cumstances. Many of the ques
tions couldn't be answered be
cause they asked for the offi
cer's opinions and their respon
sibilities are in carrying out the 
law whether it is something 
they believe is right or not. 

Many students have commen
ted that they feel like the offi
cers evaded the questions and 
talked in circles. Some opinions 
of students· who attended the 
lecture are as follows: 

Kirwin Damey- We learned 
a lot about how many men that 
have on the force but not about 
what they do. 

Kathy Rowell-Considering 
they were policemen I under
stood their position, but they 
knew the facts and could have 
presented them str,ight. 

Laurie Brown-I didn't get 
anything out of it because they 
didn't say anything' I didn't al
ready know. I could understand 
that they couldn't answer all of 
the questions as they needed to 
be answered, but :iince they 
couldn't, what was the use in 
~av_!ng the program at all? 

Nancy Gentry'-The whole 
thing was a waste or time. I 
didn't learn anything new. I 
thought the purpose of asking 
the questioas was to find out 
the straight facts, and not to 
get jacked around. · 

Jim Kinzer-The lengthy in
troduction tranquilized me to a 
stupor. The officers talk filled 
the room so I left to make room 
for It. 

Patricia Guyton-The speak
ers were very interesting, but 
had not prepared themselves 
very well; the lecture was 
either memorized or read. 
There was not enough time al
lowed for the questions asked 
and their opportunity to answer 
them. We were really left 
"hanging by a thread." 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1970 
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by ST AN IRISH 

The Student Court of the 
College of the Mainland held its 
first organizational meeting 
recently. Chief Justice John 
Dupla presided, with secretary 
Julia Ea ton, pro-tempo re 
Emmett Murphy, and associate 
justices Marsha Davis, Ger
aldine Sam, and Corliss 
Guillory in attendance. 

The Court meets every Tues
daf of the month at 2: 00 in the 
Student Government building. 
On the first and third Tuesday, 
thf:! Court will review appeals 
and regular court procedures. 
The second and fourth Tuesday 
will be reserved for regular 
court cases. Anyone wanting to 
appeal to the Court has to notify 

- the Court one week before court 
cases are handled. 

The Student Court handles 
cases pertaining to traffic viola
tions or student violations of 
any school policy. 

Barefoot Thru 
The Campus 

by LUCY 

Bare feet. Is it a new fashion · 
trend to complement the "no
look"? Or is it a result from the 
desire to "save the shoes" from 
the heavy rains which have 
jetted down on us these past few 
weeks? Whatever the reason, 
(and I am sure that there are as 
many explanations as there are 
bare feet running around) I 
have noticed an increasing 
number of unshod students 
scurrying off to class each day . 

I had a Biology professor last 
year (at a different college) 
who became quite concerned 
because I didn't wear shoes to 

- his class. He had the fear that I 
would contract hookworms. 

One morning, after the night 
before, I just couldn't seem to 
get up for that early-morning 
Biology class. I got a call that 
afternoon-from my Biology 
prof. He was just sure those 
parasites had caught up with 
me. I dug a pair of shoes out of 
my closet, and never went to 
class barefoot ·again. 

I decided there were better 
ways of putting my best foot 
forward. 
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Brinkley Presents Ideas 
on State of the Nation 

by MARCY RODERICK 
.... and DON CLARK 

On Sunday, September 17, 
1970, David Brinkley, noted Na
tional · _Broadcasting Company 
newscaster, kicked off the lec
ture series with an amusing, 
stimulating, and thought-pro
voking lecture about our Fed
eral Government, bureauocra
cy, and the. Establishient. 

College of the Mai land is 
responding to fulfill t e com
munities knowledge on1politics, 
government affairs, arid prob
lems which plague bs con-· 
stantly, but are never ·seen on 
television, heard on the radio, 
or printed in the newspapers. 
The people . in the community 
are constantly in search of fac
tual, unbiased accounts, and 
this series reflects an honest on
ward movement toward public 
affairs. 

During . Mr. Brinkley's 
speech, he stated that the 
Federal Government is "inef
fective and inefficient," and 
"the only ·two agencies _ doing 
any.good is the National Parks 
Service and the Space Agency 
Agency." Mr. Brinkley feels 
that America's every-day prob
lems are dealt with badly-that 
trust in our government's lead
ers is badly eroded. 

"For 30 years there has been 
strong public opposition to the 
foreign aid program" claimed 
Mr. Brinkley, "if the American 
people did not want this, then 
why wasn't it stopped?" 

Mr. Brinkley also feels that 
"the politician will tend to do 

· what protects his job and his 
power. When he gets more 

. power, we get less." "The 
· Federal Government serves the 
American people poorly. People 
get dragged into the ·war, and to 
hold up the government, they 
force us to pay taxes," stated 
Brinkley. 

One ,very lnt~restlng idea was 
posed. "Last Spring, the Na
tional Census was taken, " ..said . 
Brinkley, "now that this method 
is proven to work, don't aak, 

'How many people' or 'how 
many bathJu_bs a person bas', 
ask what they w11nt, what they 
think, as what they think of So
cial Security, war, poverty, and 
current public issues. Now we 
would know how Americans 
thought. . . . . . this would give 
the people of this country the 
feeling that they have influence 
in the government. The refer
endum would be fair, accurate, 
useful, and a democratic way to 
serve the people instead of 
themselves." 

During the Press Conference 
and after his speech, Mr. Brink

'ley responded to many ques~ 
tions, such as: Who has been the 
Preside_nt you found easiest to 
work with, and who has gotten 
the most done? Brinkley re
plied, "It is hard to find admir
able politicians because the sys
tem of intrenched bureauocracy 
discourages it-but I think 
Harry Truman, Eisenhower, 
and Kennedy have been the 
most admirable." 

Another question asked was: 
Is the news media distorted? 
"Not to my knowledge," snap
ped Brinkley, "We give the 
people the news the. way it hap
pens. News is the unusual and 
the unexpected, and we can't 
put all the g6od things that hap
pen on a national network. 
There are more than 80,000,000 
little, good things that people all 
over the country are doing, but 
it is up to the local stations to 
give that kind of news." 

Finally Mr. Brinkley was ask
ed if he thought marijuana 
should be legalized because ·of 
its widespread use. He said it 
might be compared to the pro• 
hibition, when liquor was il
legal. So many people were 
either smuggllng it into the 
country or making it illegally 
that they couldn't possibly hope 
to arrest all offenders. But be
fore they do ~egalize marijuana, 

cat. • pa,ce 4 
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On Student Affairs 
This past week, I had the priviledge of running for 

an office on the Student Senate. I met a lot of good 
people and I learned of things that I did not know exis
ted. There is one thing that I have learned and that 
will stay with me the rest of my life. Just as you 
cannot judge a man by the color of his skin, you can
not tell anything about a school unless you get involv
ed in student affairs. Student affairs is what makes 
the school. 

I know that for some of you, College of the Main
land was a second choice or even a last resort school. 
You are not too pleased about being here. But, I want 
to tell you that this college is fulfilling a great need in 
this area. Students that had no hope for higher educa
tion because of distance, transportation problems, or 
pr9hibitive costs now can_ come here. Vocational and 
technical training is available here that, three years 
ago, was only available in Houston. 

This school is doing it's job to help people. Why 
can't the very people College of the Mainland is help
ing, try and put something back into their school? 
Why won't the majority of students help? When we 
find the answer to this question, then and only then 
will College of the Mainland be the college it was in
tended to be-a great one. 

Micheline Fountain 

lnterCOM Want Ads: 
For Sale: 

1963 Rambler Classic; good 
shape; 6-cylinder standard; 
very economical; $225 or best 
offer; 2nd Avenue South in 
Texas City or contact Floyd 
Reeves in the Choir Room on 
campus; 12: 30-2: 00 daily. 

For Sale: 
1953 Ford Automatic; good 

running condition, good tires; 
best offer gets it; Call 938-8897 
after · 5: 30 p.m.; good transpor· 
tation for student! 

six-string wooden guitar (I type 
with one hand and strum with 
the other). For more informa
tion, contact the InterCOM of
fice, Suit~ C. 

For Sale: 
Used Rock albums: 
Led Zeppelin, Mothers of Inven
tion, Jimi Hendrix, John 
May All, and others, $1.50 • $3.00 
Contact Nathan Simar· 425 20th 
Avenue North, Texas City · or · 
lnterCOM office, LRC Building, 
Faculty Suite C. 

INTERCOM 
:;.:-;::::::::::;::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~::::::~: 
~ I 

kheerleaders i. 
kead. Corned 

Our four vivacious C.omet 
cheerleaders-Josie Pena,.,;, 
Anna Dupree, Frances Milli
gan, and Vernadine Woodard 
would like to announce that 
information about the upcoming 
sele·c-tion -of new freshmen 
cheerleaders will be available 
soon, so watch the bulletin 
board for the date. Our Comets 
look promising this year, so 
watch the bulletin board for the 
date. Our Comets look promis
ing this year, so they need some 
spirited girls to help support 
them. 

The four girls chosen last May 
as cheerleaders for the 70-71 
school yeai: have other abilities 
besides cheerleading. Josie 
Pena, head~cheerleader, is a '69 
graduate of La Marque, major
ing in business and works part
time at Shipley Donuts. Verna
dine Woodard, a '69 graduate of 
Lincoln is majoring as a 
Technical secretary and has ·an 
office job in court in Texas City. 
Frances Milligan, a '69 Texas 
City graduate, is majoring in 
Graphic Arts, and works here at 
C.O.M. Anna Dupree, also a '69 
graduate from Texas City, is 
majoring as a legal secretary, 
and is working as secretary for 
a lawyer in Texas City. The 
girls were chosen on the basis of 
poise, personality, voice, and 
ability, and attended the Sam 
Houston State Cheerleading Cli
nic this past summer. 

For Sale: 
1960 Volkswagen body for $50; 

four new chrome reverse 
wheels with wide oval tires, $25 
each; call 948-2357. 

Note: Drugs Can Kill 
by_ ST AN IRISH 

Wanted: 
Auto tools and wrenches; 

standard or metric sizes; call 
948-2357. 

Lost & Found: 
All lost and found can be 

brought and picked up in the 
Post Office in the Administra• 
tion Bldg. They have had glas
ses, keys, etc., already turned 
in. 

FOR SALE: 
Bogen 100-watt amp and two 

large Allen boxes with 4-15 inch 
Jensens; also, Fender Pre• 
cision bass; all for $300; call 
945-6655 or 945-2165. 

To all interested students • an 
Astronomy Club is being for·· 
med by Bill Peace. Interested 
persons should sign the list in 
the Math-Science Department 
or contact Mike Goebal. 

I need students for private les
sons in Art Painting, Drawing, 
etc . For information, Call T. A. 
Hughen (Tim) 585-4310 Alvin . 

Young girl • desperate - needs 
used electric typewriter and 

Nearly a month ago, a famous 
singer, Jimi Hendrix, 27, was 
found dead in his London apart
ment. Death was a result of an 
overdose of drugs. This brillant 
star's -career was at its peak 
when he decided to get away 
from all of the business 
pressures, nosy reporters, and 
C:PP.::.llniLng lyui. Ric ,:.cPA~ 

route was drugs. And onc·e 
. again, drugs took their toll. 

History has repeated itself 
again. This time, the victim was 
Janis Joplin, 27, a rock singer 
from Port Arthur, Texas. She 
was found in her apartment, 
fresh needle marks on her arm. 
She died from an apparent 
overdose, thus ending her 
diversied career and her life. 
The doctors do not know yet if it 
was an accidental overdose, or 
if . suicide was intended. 
Nonetheless, drugs were the 
killer. 

Attitudes on drugs vary from 
individual to individual. Some 
say that drugs provide a method 
of escape from everyday ten
sion and problems. Yet, drugs 
do not solve these problems. 
The problems are still waiting 
after the person "settles back to 
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earth" after his "mind-expand
ing trip." If a person wants to be 
released from all of his mind 
boggling problems, why not 
commit suicide? Maybe this 
attitude drove Janis Joplin to 
her death. 

Maybe these recent deaths 
will show the hazards of hard 
drugs. This does not mean that 
all drugs, when used, cause 
death. When they are abused, 
however, death can occur. If 
you do use drugs, be careful. 
Look what it did to Hendrix tftt'd 
Joplin. 

Largest Meteorite 
Largest meteorite ever dis

covered on the mainland of 
North America is Bacubirito, 
with an estimated weight of 
27 tons. It was unearthed in 
northern Mexico and still lies . 
in the same spot. 

today's FUNNY 

WEDNESDAY. ocroua 1,. It'll 

GLORIA LORING 

Gloria Loring Means 
Entertainment Plus 

by GREG MACKENNA 
Entertainment is her bag-a 

singer to be specific. She just 
recently has sung ·with T _v. 
stars such as Dean Martin, Ed 
Sullivan, Johnny Carson, and 
Merv Griffin where she made 
her debut. Who can she be? She 
is New York's rising young 
singer, Gloria 1.orjng. 

On September 24th, Gloria 
Loring was interviewed at 
Galveston College, just a short 
week before her first college 
campus concert. In this inter-_ 
view, Miss Loring pointed out 
that along with the entertain
ment world, she is caught up 
with various current events. 
Liquor by the drink and porno· 
graphy were among her topics 
of discussion. Miss Loring 
seemed to be puzzled over the 
idea in preventing the liquor by 
the drink bill to be passed. Her 
contributing opinion to the 
cause, was that it is hypocritical 
for leaders of various church 
organizations to inflict religious 
morals simply because one 
cannot legislate morality. She 
also said, she as a person re· 
sents "tokenism", meaning that 
Gloria resents the idea that she 
should talk only with "her" 
crowd. Miss Loring made the 
statement, "In the last five 
years of my career, I have 
found that I thought I was not 
prejudiced, but through my 
work, I realized I have a great 
deal of prejudlsm. Actually it_ 
is just one of those things one 
has to combat." She thinks it is 
amazing how little school child· 
ren are not prejudiced. Miss 
'Loring told a story about her 
young nephew who is seven 
years of age. "He is a fan of the 
T.V. show, The Mod Squad. I 
can not begin to tell you how he 
just sits there and eats up that 
show. He really has made Link 
as one of his heroes. My nephew 
kind of depicts him by referring 
to Link as 'the one with the 
black fuzzy hair.' You can see 
ho·w lovely it is that he doesn't 
know him by the color of his 
skin. This is one reason I 
think it is great for children of 
different races to grow up to· 
gether." Among her other tal~ 

,ents; Miss - Loring has devel
oped on for writing lyrics for 
music. Also her husband wrote 

a very beautiful song for their 
wedding last August • entitled 
"Gifts." 

Miss Loring thinks that a star 
should take advantage of the 
lime-light to get a point across if 
people are willing to listen. In so 
doing, she proceeded to enlight· 
en us on her views of Womens 
Liberation. She said, "only the 
times can change the attitudes. 
As far as getting involved in 
marching, I wouldn't, but I like 
to talk a lot." 

Someone asked Miss Loring 
the types of songs she pre• 
ferred. She commented, "Well, 
I like songs with lyrics that are 
melodic, songs that I can 
communicate through my au
dience. This is why I want 
massive involvement at my 
concert. You know where 
everyone is clapping and sing• 
ing.'' 

Miss Loring, like all other 
performers, has the desire for 
film making and Broadway 
casting. She had a sure offer for 
a ~how on Broadway, but had to 
refuse the contract to sign a 
more important one-her 
marriage license. 

Gloria hopes that one time she 
can make it over to Viet Nam to 
entertain the troops. "I think it 
would be an honor to give such 
happiness to those overseas for 
even 45 minutes.'' 

Miss Loring was asked if 
show business is still as routine 
as it was twenty years ago. She 
answered, "The era of show 
business is passing, I hope. The 
typical stars are not those with 
mink coats and all the jewelry. 
That is of another . Really 
"big" people are the ones like 
Carol Burnett, Dean Martin, Ed 
Sullivan, and Tony Bennett.'' 

Gloria Loring, as some of you 
may have heard, certainly has a 
beautiful voice and is a great 
credit to the entertainment 
world. Gloria has departed 
from MGM records, and now is 
with Stereo Dimension Records 
and has released two albums, 
"And Now We Come To Dis
tances," and "Sing A Song For 
the Mountain" on the Evolution 
label. Miss Loring will appear 
November 12th on the Dean 
Martin Show along with Tony 
Bennett and Zero Masten. 
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COM. Coach Expresses Plans 
For Upcoming Sports Year 

by CARWYN ABRAHAM 

A recent talk with Physical 
Fitness Director, Coach Ron 
Ummel, proved revealing about 
this years sports scene at 
C.0.M. Coach Ummel talked 
about the new Gulf Coast Inter
collegiate Conference in it's 
first year. According to Coach, 
the conference consists only of 
Galveston College, Alvin Junlor 
College, and the College of the 
Mainland. 

Coach expressed hopes in 
having six participating 
colleges in the conference as of 
next year. "The reason the 
conference was set up," says 
Coach, "is to try to get equal 
competition among other 
colleges." It seems that recrllit
ing has gotten out of hand at 
some of the other colleges 
which recruit on a nation-wide 
scale. College of the Mainland 
deadlines this year, are - by 
means of an athletic scholar
ship from Federal Funds. Pri
vate scholarships, however, are 
not ruled out. The conference 
appears to be the answer to 
our limited recruiting power. 
Coach Ummel approves of 
"a common recruiting 
ing Power. Coach Ummel ap
proves of "a common recruiting 
area for fairness sake." This is 
logical when one recalls that in 
the past, C.O.M. athletes came 
from this immediate vicinity 

1;;~;1 
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Would you ·uke to see Wood
stock, or how about an old W.C. 
Field movie? How would you 
like to have a Halloween party 
or maybe a dance with a fairly 
well-known band? If you have 
any suggestions for campus 
entertainment, the Lyceum 
Council would like to hear your 
ideas. 

Joseph Eaton, chairman of 
the Lyceum Council, requests 
that all students who have a 
reasonable idea for entertain
ment sliouid drop by the Councii 
Room 151 in the Student 
Government office and leave 
their suggestions in the box or 
with the secretary. In this 
manner, the Lyceum Council 
will have some idea of what the 
students want for their enter
tainment. 

Be active! Support your 
school and the Lyceum Council. 
That is their purpose-to pro
vide educational, recreational, 
and cultural entertainment for 
the students and faculty of 
College of the Mainland. 

and were flung against colleges 
who picked their men from 
throughout the nation. 

Coach Ummel explained that 
the Conference will be divided 
into two general parts-the ex
tramurals and the athletics. As 
for the extramurals, Coach is 
"not sure" about the activities 
in this category probably be
cause he has not as yet deter
mined what sort of turn-out of 
interested males will yield. 

Coach Ummel was more 
explicit in regard to athletics. 
He subdivided athletics into 
three possible categories; 
basketball, track, and tennis. 
As of now, the courts available 
to C.O.M. basketball are located 
in La Marque,• Dickinson, Santa 
Fe and Hitchcock high schools. 

The track team will probably 
participate in six meets, includ
ing the Brown relays in Pasa
dena, San Jacinto relays,· Blinn 
relays in Brenham, and Border 
Olympics in Toledo. Other 
meets will be the Southwestern 
relays in Lafeyette, Louisiana 
and Temple. 

Track workouts will begin on 
October 19 at the La Marque 
high school. All those interested 
are urged to see Coach Ummel. 
Come on you all! Let's support 
our teams and make this a great 
season at the College of the 
Mainland. 

"Howdy Party" 
Stars "M~tics" 

by JOY ROBINSON 
The College of the Maigland 

"Howdy Party" sponsored by 
Phi Theta Kappa Thursday 
afternoon, September 24th at 2 
o'clock was enhanced by a soul 
group called the "Mystics." The 
party was designed to enable 
the student body to get ac
quainted with each other. A 
large array of cookies and 
punch was served, and name 
stickers were distributed to 
each student. 

The Mystic band members 
consisted of Duke Mc Beth - lead 
guitar, Henry Frartklin - ba'ss 
guitar, Kenneth Mack - drums, 
James Mason - trombone, and 
David Wary ~ fiute. This sensa
tional group was directed by 
their announcer, Jim Booker 
along with Tim Allen and Joe 
Eaton who led the singing and 
dancing. The "Mystics" shifted 
into high gear with two of their 
greatest sounds - "Higher" and 
"Thank you!" You can bet this 
swinging sound will return to 
campus soon. Thank you "Mys
tics" and Phi Theta Kappa for 
an outta-sight fling . 

:::_·:_··.:c·•···x-····•·❖::•=·,····,··· Personal ·············:···:y_•·:··_•.•·.··:·: 
I wish to thank the entire 

Faculty and Staff for their 
thoughtfulness during my re
cent visit to the hospital. The 

flowers were lovely and brought 
to mind my many good_friends 
at College of the Mainland. 

Alan Ginsberg 

INTERCOM 

On Thursday, September 24, 
at the College Hour, the newly 
elected representatives of the 
Student Government were 
sworn in to office. Earl Davis, 
vice-president of the student 
body, opened the ceremony with 
a prayer. Larry Jackson, presi
dent , introduced the attending 
faculty and staff. 

Larry then administered the 
oath of office to the new 
representatives. Dr. Stallworth, 
President of the College of the 
Mainland, commented on the 
functions of the student govern
ment. Cynthia Hicks, secretary 
of the student body, announced 
that all people who are interest
ed in working on the dance 
committee are asked to come 
by the Student Government 
offices and sign up. 
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Student Body president Larry Jackson ad
ministers the oath of office to three, newly-elected 
representatives of the student body. The ceremony 
was held recently at the college hour in the teaching 
auditorium. 

Hartnett, Thorogood Named 

Two COM teachers, Mrs. 
Nellie Thoroughgood and Miss 
Carolyn Hartnett were recently 
named as two of the outstanding 
educators of 1970. A short bio
graphy of each will be featured 
in the 1970 edition of Outstand
ing Educators of America in
cluding a record of their accom
plishments. 

When Miss Carolyn Hartnett 
filled o_ut a questionnaire last 
summer, she didn't realize it 
would lead to her being named 
as one of the outstanding educa
tors. She feels there are many 
outstanding educators teaching 
at COM, and having this cited is 
good publicity for the school. 
Miss Hartnett has been with 
COM since it first opened, in 
fact, she was one of its planners. 
Before coming to COM, she was 
a volunteer worker for Teen 
Liberators, an institution which 
helped to straighten out delin
quent and homeiess boys, ana 
which is no longer in existence. 
She decided to teach English 
because it dealt with Communi
cations, and she feels this is 
very important as it is the basis · 
of man's relationship with man. 
Miss Hartnett strives to teach 
her. students to communicate 
THEIR ideas; this is ·the one 
main points she wants her stu
dents to get from her classes. 
She feels that student relations, 
as well as student-teacher rela
tions, have improved since she 
was in college, but there is still 
room for improvement. She 
feels the individuality of the stu
dents of today is one of their 
finer points, as well as the fact 
most young people are highly 
idealistic. She believes that one 
should remain idealistic as long 
as one can, and that it is a pity 
the young are often criticized 
for this. If she could have 

Educators of 1970. 
chosen any period of time in 
which to be a young person, she 
would have chosen now, today, 
because of the great social and 
economic Power of the young of 
today. 

Mrs-:- Nellie Thoroughgood 
had just about forgotlen about 
the questionnaire she ·had filied 
out last summer, so came as 
quite a surprise when she re
ceived word that she had been 
named as an Outstanding 
Educator of America, 1970. 
Being named as such was a 
meaningful experience to her, 
making her even more self-con
scious and dedicated to her 
work. She has been with COM 
since it opened, and the fact that 
COM was a new school greatly 
attracted her, for here was her 
chance to try out new ideas and 
more liberal ways of teaching. 
She had originally planned to be 
a medical record librarian, but 
she reali.-zed th-at being aiound 
people was what made her tick, 
plus she began to realize all the 
opPortunlties offered in the 

business field. The ,influence of 
a dynamic high school business 
teacher also led her to her final 
decision about her future 
career. 

In Mrs. Thoroughgood's opin
ion, the students of today are 
more outsPoken than they were 
when she was in college, and 
there is more of an awareness in 
the relationship between stu
dent and teacher. She feels that 
this generation's people have 
more of a genuine interest in 
other people, and that there is 
less emphasis on the material 
things of life. Miss Thorough
good thinks that the present is 

· the best time for a young person 
to be living because now they 
have more rights and there is 
more · prior knowledge from 
which to benefit. She would 
have liked to live during the 
depression because she felt it 
was an interesting time for 
women, and -she would have 
liked to live through the ex
perience she has heard so many 
people speak of. 

Warning: The Su 
Cigarette Smok. rge~n Genera/ Has Det . J 

mg is Dangerous t ermmed That 
0 Your Health 
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Brinkly-
<continued from Page I) 

more should be known about the 
drug. 

On the way back to the air
Port, Mr . Brinkley was not the 
straight-laced, ultra-conserva
tive as was expected, in fact , 
quite the opposite. He is indeed 
a very human person of as
tounding intelligence. He has 
three sons, two in private high 
schools, and one attending 
Princeton on a National Merit 
Scholarship. He got started on 
his high school newspaper be
cause he loved to write, then 
continued on to the University 
of North Carolina and Vander
bilt, majoring in English. 

The next guest lecturer will 
be Senator Robert Packwood of 
Oregon who will speak on 
"Population Growth and the 
American Future." The date of 
the lecture is set for October 26 
at 7: 30 in the new La Marque 
High School The public is invit
ed to all of the lecture series. 

Vikki Sings with Heart 
Florencia Bisenta de Casillas Martinez Cardona. She changed 

her name to Vikki Carr, and her father was upset, but she told 
him she'd make sure her original name was known, too. And it 
is. She says it, with all possible 
vocal flourishes and tongue rolls, 
in her live shows, and TV hosts 
who invite her as a guest just can't 
resist wading through it to in
troduce her. 

Miss Carr - that is simpler 
is proud of being Mexican-Ameri
can, of being born in El Paso, 
Tex., and growing up in San 
Ga briel Valley , Calif. , eldest of 
the seven children of Carlos Card
ona, construction worker. When 
Rudy Tellez, producer of the 
Johnny Carson show, asked after 
she'd appeared on the show wheth
er she'd like to host it during a 
Carson absence, she told him, 
"Are you kidding? I'd love it !" 
She adds, about Tellez, "Like we 
Mexican-Americans are getting 
together now, you see." 

Miss Carr had hosted a six
show series on TV in England, but 
none before in this country . She 
much enjoys TV and also would 
like to try acting in movies . 

In recordings, where the singer 
primarily has made her mark so 
far, she has just left Liberty 
Records and signed with Colum
bia. Her most recent album, 
"Nashville by Carr," is on Liber
ty. 

Her biggest hit is her im
passioned singing of "It Must Be 
Him." She also had a hit singing 
"With Pen in Hand." That some
times brings tears to her eyes when 
she sings it on TV and some fans 
have wondered whether she was 
going through a· divorce herself. 
No, she and Dan Moss, wed four 
years ago, are still married. He 
just graduated from law school 
· and thinks he'll .specialize in en
tertainment law. 

Miss Carr doesn't want to be 
typecast as a singer - which is 
one reason she went to Nashville 
for her latest album. But she 
admits that her forte is singing the 
strongly emotional song. "I was 
brought up in a certain way, in a 
Mexican family, to sing with my 

VIKKI CARR 

heart. The day that I've got to 
stop singing it will be because I 
don' t want to turn into a ma-
chine." 

She has been experimenting 
with concerts lately; previously 
live performances have all been in 
nightclubs. But she believes that 
most of the people who buy her 
records can' t afford nightclubs 
and can afford concerts, so she'd 
like to sing for them. 

Miss Carr has started some
thing else that she's enjoying a 
great deal - having various mem
bers of her family join her and her 
husband when she's working 
someplace plush. She had her 
youngest brother, his wife and two 
children come to Lake Tahoe, 
where her employer provided a 
house on the lake and a limousine. 

"You don't enjoy all that as 
much as when you first started in 
the business. 

As for the songs that she sings, 
Miss Carr says, "'Sunday Morn
ing Coming Down' is on 'Nash
ville by Carr.' It's a much stronger 
lyric than anything I've recorded 
before, talking about being stoned. 

INTERCOM 
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Library Offers 
Many Resources 

In the library this year there 
are many resources availbale to 
COM students Xerox machines 
and tapes, such as the spelling 
tapes, which are commercially 
produced are at the students 
disposal. Lectures have been 
recorded and made available, 
as well as filmstrips which can 
be checked out and seen in the 
library. There is a broadcast 
system which enables the stu
dent to tune in to a station, using 
earphones, and be given a 
lesson in rapid reading Qr some 
other such course . Students 
may purchase blank tapes from 
the bookstore, then check a tape 
recorder from the library, and 
record whatever they wish in 
the Sound Room. 

Antibiotic 

HOWDY PARTY 

Penicillin was the first 
antibiotic to become avail
able. In 1941 it was first 
employed in the treatment 
of human disease and by 
1943 its clinical value was 
fully established. 

Exchange 
News 

by STEVE FORGUS 

·wouldn't you know that for 
the first issue of the interCOM 
there would be only one ex
change paper to get ideas from? 
Well, The Foghorn from Delmar 
College in Corpus Christi has 
provided all of the interesting 
ideas presented in this col
umn. To begin with, they're 
going to have a film series. 
They are going to begin with a 
film called "David and Lisa" . 
This is one of the most sought 
after films for college film 
series. Some of the next show
ings will be "For Whom the Bell 
Tolls", "Pepe" , "The lmPor· 
tance of Being Ernest", and "A 
Raisin in the Sun" among many 
others. In the series will be in
cluded two film festivals, one on 
Humphrey Bogart , and one 
called "Short Suite" , which is a 
showcase of short films . The 
admission for their films is only 
25 cents! This sounds like a good 
idea, so I was thinking that 
maybe we could do something 
like this on our campus. It 
seems that there would be lots 
of people interested in seeing 
several "top name" films that 
have been seen on the screen 
and television before. 
Naturally, a nominal fee would 
be charged, but it would be 
worth it. 

Another interesting bit of 
news from Delmar is that they 
had a teacher who taught En· 
glish for one year at Kinki 
University in Osaka, Japan. 
High School there is very hard, 
where as college is relatively 
easy. Needless to say, this is 
just the reverse of things here. 
The teachers salary is about ½ 
that of teachers here. Another 
interesting point from "honor
able Japan" is that the average 
college graduate starts out 
making somewhere around $i25 · 
month. Even though that 'seems 
rather small, remember (or did 
you even know) that the cost of 
living is much lower in Japan 
than it is in the United States? 

That's really about all Good 
OL' Delmar College had to offer 
this time, but hopefully by next 
issue there will be more news
paperUo go through, and there
fore more news to convey to 
JOU. 

Perpetual Motion 
by EARL DAVIS 

Down th_e valley of perpetual motion 
Through the S!;!as of constant storm, 
We are seeking illusive answers 
To questions age old, and lip service worn. 

Torn adrift by immature anger 
Rebel radicals wiUtout a cause, 
On a treadmill of repeating history 
In a race with destiny, no·time to pause. 

Banners flying and voices bleating 
But with no time to be heard. 
Only echoes and growling thunder 
That muffles securely the sensible words. 

While the aged watch and wonder 
About the illogical actions of youths , 
Who are only asking irrationally 
" Tell us wh·y you conceal the truth?" 

Down the valley of constant motion 
Never knowing what facts to believe, 
For having once equated age with wisdom 
We will not again be deceived! 

.Traveling Long 
by CARWYN ABRAHAM 

Well I'm traveling on, 
Yeah traveling on, 
Well I'm traveling on 
And I'm all alone 
But I'm still travelin' on. 

Got aboard a beer, 
By a loudmouth cuss. 
All day he talked 
After that I walked 
But I was travelin' on. 

You know I really don't know 
why I went, 

-i guess it's because I didn't 
Pay my rent. 
And I guess it's because of 
Other people's money that 
i spent. 
But it's too late to be 
Sorry about which road 
In life I've gone, 
So I'm travelin' on. 

still travelin' on, 
Hell, I'm all alone 
But I'm happy cause 

I'm on my own . 
And tomorrow you 
Won't see me cause I'll be 
GONE . . ... . 

I guess I left because 
My woman screwed 
Me up. 
An th at kinda spilled 
The wine out of my cup. 
But don't worry 

Cause yesterday is gone, 
And tomorrows gonna 
Bring a brand new gun. 

So don't question me whenever 
You see me come. 
Why my clothes are tattered or 
Exactly where I'm from. 
It's just I got it over you. 

Cause I do what I want to, 
Just search your mind 
When you see me passin' 
Through. 
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Packwood Speaks 

On Population Growth 
by BARBARA KRELL 

"The freshman Oregon Republican who is breaking some of the most 
rigid taboos of politics as he is opposing growth both in his state and the 
nation ." This is the description of Senator Robert Packwood who was the 
second featured speaker in College of the Mainland's "Great Issues Lectures 
Series." 

Packwood, who spoke on "Population Growth and the American Future", 
is a forerunner in the fight against over-population. This year alone Senator 
Packwood has proposed two controversial bills that would limit population 
growth. One of the proposed bills limits the number of children who could 
be declared as tax exemptions. This would create a financial incentive for 
limiting the size of families . The second bill would legalize abortion, on 
request , in the District of Columbia, where Congress has unquestioned 
jurisdiction. 

Packwood feels that a vital part to our habitable environment is a 
stable population. He argues that the only choice this country has is 
voluntary restraining now or compulsory control later. 

As one can well see, Senator Packwood is a leader in the future of our 
country. He is not a man to be taken lightly. Whether you agreed with this 
young man or not , it became beneficial to yourself to hear his views on a 
major problem which concerns each of us today. 

·······················-·········-··························--··· 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

································································· 

Dear Editor, 
College of the Mainland could be termed as an "escape route", according 

to some students on campus. Yes, our college is abounding with those 
students who are attempting to get away from certain problems that they 
cannot cope with in their everyday life. Believe it or not, it's disappointing but 
true - that is, too many students think they are personally a part of Ringling 
brothers and Barnum Bailey Circus here on campus. 

The other day, while attempting to finish as assignment in the library, 
overheard a conversation that really got to me. The conversation went 

something like this: "Man, all this college is an escape route. The people 
that come here are either nuts who belong in a mental ward or those who call 
themselves "COM-or-Nammers". (After the statement, the second party 
asked the meaning of COM-or-Nammers, which are those who are going to 
school just for the sake of staying out of the VietNam War.) Later, the first 
party explained that he fit in both of these classification. 

I have only a short reply to those students who feel that this college is no 
more that an escape route. Like several hundred other students, I paid 
money to come to this school to learn. If those students who are hiding 
from something paid money to come here just to hide, then it really must 
be nice to have money to throw away on such a neat and valuable 
hiding place such as COM. 

If these students want to retreat from their problems, such as the draft 
why not hibernate to another country or a remote island? At least some 
students would have the opportunity to learn and study at this college. 
ii you have something that troubles you, and you want to escape from it, 
don't bring it here. We have already gotten our share of problems, mainly 
an apathetic student body. (Not all students, but enough compose the 
majority of this group.) 

STAN IRISH 
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FIRST COM LAW CLASS GRADUATES: 

FOGARTY NAMED VALEDICTORIAN 

The first Basic Certification Course for law enforcement officers was 
graduated on Friday, October 9, 1970, following four weeks of intensive 
training. Prior to September I, 1970, training of this nature was not required in 
most departments in the State of Texas. As of September I, 1970, the State 
now requires that every officer must have a minimum of 140 hours of basic 
training during the first year of his employment. The agency responsible for 
enforcing the statute, and for determining the curriculum is the Texas Commis-

' sion on Law Enforcement Officer Standards and Eaucation. The Curriculum 
consists o( training in the Code of Criminal Procedure, Penal Code, patrol 
methods and procedures, means of locating, handling and processing evidence, 
police-community relations, and many other related topics. The First Basic 
Certification Course was made up of fourteen officers representing eleven area 
departments. All of the departments are members of the Houston-Galveston 
Area Council. Officers attending the course included : 

Larry G. Chandler, Clute Police Department; Gregory K. Denman, Webster 
Police Department; Robert J. Dahle, Freeport Police Department; Michael 
T. Fogarty, La Marque Police Department; John R. Gardner, Galveston 
County Sherriffs Department; Timothy L. Joffrion, Texas City Police De
partment; Louis L. Lowery, Kemah Police Department; Bryon L. Reno, 
Texas City Police Department; Gary D. Rice, Webster Police Department; 
Arthur D. Sherrouse, Lake Jackson Police Separtment; Thomas G. Talley, 
Alvin Police Department; Mary Jo Terrill, Shoreacres Police Department; 
John V. Trump, Texas City Police Department; Phillip G. Walls, League 
City Police Department. 
Valedictorian of the class was Michael T. Fogarty, La Marque Police De-

three 

partment, who graduated with a final score of 93%. It should also be noted 
that "Mike" was president of the class. High scores on the firing range went to 
two officers who shot identical scores. They were Gary Rice, Webster Police 
Department, and Arthur Sherrouse, Lake Jackson Police Department. Bot:1 
shot a score of 98%. Speakers at the graduation ceremony included class presi 

COM STUDENTS TAKE PART 

IN TRAVELING ART SHOW by MARCY R?DERICK . 

dent Michael Fogarty, Mr. C. D. Taylor, Law Enforcement Coordinator of th~ Professor Max Karl Winkler, lnstruc
Houston-Galveston Area Council, William J. Whitburn, Chief Deputy Sherriff tor in -Art at College of the Mainland, 
of the Galveston County Sherriffs Department, and Glenn Stanford, Chief of has helped make · po·ssible a traveling ex
Police of the Galveston Police Department who gave the main address. Certifi- hibition of student artwork, sponsored 
cates were presented tci the class by Dr. Herbert Stallworth, President of Col- by the Gulf Coast Junior College Inter
lege of the Mainland. · collegiate ·conference. The exhibhion 

• • • • • • • • • -~ • • • • •·• • • • • • • • ·•···•·•·,.opened at College of the Mainland on 
SHELLS, BUMPS, CRACKS: :The JnterCOM is your newspaper- if:-ni_ursday, · October 8. This, the first of 
ALL A PART OF CAMPUS :you would like to contribute an art-:a continuing series of exhibitions' fea

by ANN BREAZEALE 

How many times has a car in 
front of you thrown shell on your 
windshield? How many times has the 
bottom of your car been practically 
knocked out - even at five to ten 
miles per hour? The ridge on the in
coming road to campus is a matter of 
great concern for many students as 
well as faculty. 

Dr. Herbert Stallworth stated that 
different types of shell are presently 
being experimented with, and that at 
a later date, different types of mater
ials may be used. (Now studerits, 
how many different types of shell are 
there?) 

In reality, the road is only a con
struction road which the contractors 
laid when building the campus. Later 
when the overpass and highway are 
completed, the road will be taken 
out. So until then and while the ex
permenting is going on, 1 suppose we 
will be subjected to shells cracking 
our windshields. 

;'.cle,poem,cartoon or want-ad,~urn it :tured outstanding work by presen~ and 

:;,~ }:'.~1:: .0/f~Se_ ~n_f.a.c1:if/. ,:S:,u;:e_,S.:past students of the five colleges which 
· comprise the Conference. After the Oc-

"When I told him the administration 
would give him all the help we could, 
I didn't mean my office." 

tober 8 to October 20 ·_showing at Col
lege of the Mainland," the exhibit will 
open in turn for • tW9-week- ~howings at 
Galveston · College, 'Alvin : iuriior Col
lege, and Lee College . . 

On Thursday, Octpber 15, C9llege of the 
Mainland hosted a o~e:day . conf\l~~nce 
of 0e art filc.ulties. ~f · th~s~ ~olleges. 
In addition to planning future e~ibi
tions in the series, the group discussed 
course planning a11d curricul.ym . devel-
opment. · 

Lyceum Council 

Shows Drug Films 
by ANN BREAZEALE 

A Trip to Where and Effects of 
LSD were presented from 12:30 until 
2:30 on October 21. Both of these 
films were presented courtesy of the 
Lyceum Council. 

One Hundred and some odd stu
dents, faculty , and staff were present 
for the first film. But at times be
fore and during the second film 
approximately sixty viewers left. Why 
did so many leave? Were you not 
interested in the film? Were you 
bored with the fust? The second? 

Come on students, let the Ly
ceum Council know how you felt 
about this extracurricular activity. 
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I Fashion I 
by DEBBIE HUTTO 
and STEPHANIE JURCA 

FASHION: what word in Webster's Dictionary affects all of us as 

Black and navy are the newest look in color for after-five styles. Many 
garments concentrate on mid-browns such as chocolate, coffee, and coconut. 
Oranges and yellows are competing with each other for a rank in popularity . 
Red found in the forms of brick, tile, ruby, raspberry, and persimmon are 
popular. Purple, violets, deep purples, soft mauves, and plum are emphasized 
this year. The ever-popular blues and greens are still hi-lighted in our garments 
of the 70's. 

NEXT ISSUE' THE MINI-MIDI CONTROVERSY 

much as does fashion? Since prehistoric man, people have been wearing •••·••••••••••••••••••••••••• .. ·•••••••···••••••••,-•••-•••••··•~• ,a a.-.-
garments for protection, decoration or both. Thus, the way we wear our 
clothes, not to mention what we wear, is influenced by fashion. 

Many changes have taken place in fa,shion but none as drastic as th: 
change from the mod style of the sixties to the very individual style of the 
seventies. The fashion scene for 1970 includes such looks as the Indian 
line, pantsuits and fake furs. The use of wigs, colors in fashion and the . 
controversial midi debate have arisen with the new decade. 

Giorgio di Sant'Angelo has given the woman of the seventies a chanre 
to return to the native look with his Indian creations derived from the 
garments worn by the American Indian. As a New York designer, his previou: 
collections were the sophisticated look, but this fall he has returned to 
the early American look of our land's original inhabitants. Some creations 
from Mr. Di Sant Angelo's collection include velvet ceremonial dresses knitter1 

leotards, capes, suede blouse·s and .hooded jerseys. The deep rich colors and 
designs found in these garments are of India! origin. Of course, none ol 
these outfits would be complete without the silver and beads that are typica 
Indian accesories. 

The Woman's Liberation M0vement has helped to focus the spotlight or, --- --•cl""---1 

PHOTO BY JOSEPH MATTHEWS 
the pantsuit. During World War II, when women took over men's occupations, 
pants became a necessary garment, especially for the women working in 
factories. Since that time, women have been wearing pants for work and 
recreation. However, 1970 has seen pants transformed into dress, semi-
formal and. formal atti-re. These pantsuits oome in one piece styles, pants 
with long vests and co-ordinating blouses, ·and pants with capes. Fabrics 
various types of knits, wools, and synthetic materials. 

Along the pantsuit theme goes the gaucho look. Adopted from the 
South American "cowboy" this style includes short vests, capes, and gaucho 
pants. The most popular fabrics for this look include suede and oorduroy. 
To complete the gaucho style, boots and hats of soft leather or suede are 
used. 

With the trend of ecology as strong as it is today, fashion designers 
have abandoned the genuine fur for the fake fur. The fake fur promotion is 
geared to the conservationalist theme by presenting the copies as alternates 
for the real animal pelts in garments. The elegant look of fur can be had 
without the destruction of animals _for the purpose of obtaining their pelts. 
The fake fur industry centers its creations in the production of coats, jackets, 
and tunics, as well as vests and purses. Some of the furs copied include 
tiger, leopard, cheetah, and giraffe. 

It is a real help to be able to don a wig irt case of emergencies or 
just to change one's appearance. This privilege, until recently, was reserved 
for those women in a modeling position or those women who could afford to· 
buy a wig. The development of dyne! and other synthetics have made the 
production of fake hair possible. The lower manufacturer's cost have helped 
reduce the reatil prices on wigs, hairpieces, and falls, allowing the average 
consummer the opportunity to own more than just her own hair. All 
wigs, hairpieces, and falls come in various colors· and styles. The colors 
range from blondes, brunettes, reds, and frosteds. Styles include long and 
straight, to short and curly, as well as all degrees in between. 

Color has always been a major concern of the fashion experts. For the 
1970 styles, a rainbow has been drawn into the various garments. The 
season, dccasion , and person influence the color of a garment. The colors em
ployed today range from deep tones to light hues. 

Students Evacuate Campus -
Bomb Scare 

The Weathermen must have purposely predicted sunny weather last 
Mo~d~y, October 19, but __ un_f~rtunat(!_IY they_ failed to elaborate as to 
WHY. They obviously didn't know that College of the Mainland was to 'be 
the eye of the storm after a .confusing, mysterious phone call dealing with 
a bomb was phoned in. 

Late Monday morning, the Texas City police received a call tha-t there 
was a bomb planted here on campus. They talked to the caller long enoui}l 
to feel'that there was some justification to warn Dr. Stallworth of the _threat 
to the college; Dr. Stallworth then had the -classes evacuated by approxi- · 
mately 12:45. The students -took to the weeds, ,mud and cold air as 
they nervously anticipated a BANG. Nothing happened, but the ,admini
stration took no chances and dismissed class for the remainder of the day. 
The semch continued, but nothing was found. 

We commend Dr. Stallworth and the administration for taking the 
extra precauf:ons for our _safety and the school's. We also want to .take 
this chance to say, "thanks a helluva lot Mr. Anonymous for wasting our 
time and tuition money on_ such a foolish stunt." 

···········~········' 
Times have been posted in the 

snack bars because of cleaning sche
dules. The times . the snack bars will 
be opened and closed are: 

OPEN: 7:30a.m. -.10:00a.m. 
CLOSE: 10:00a.m. - 10:30a.m. 
OPEN: 10:30a.m. - l :30p.m. 
CLOSE: 1:30p.m. - 2:00p.m. 
OPEN: 2:00p.m. - 4:30p.m. 
CLOSE: 4:30p.m. - 5:00p.m. 
OPEN: 5:00p.m. - 8:00p.m. 

·········•--H--H-irlr* 

UNITED FUND "' 
With over 50% of our United 

Fund pledge cards in, the average_per 
capita contribution so far is $19.37. 

Prospects are bright for an im
provement over last- year's per captia 
contribution of only $11.63. We can 
take pride in the many individuals 
and departments who are so earnestly 
supporting our efforts. A report will 
be made when our United Fund drive 
is completed on October 30, 1970. 
Please have you} card turned in 
before that date. 
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ICAMPU~EWS I 
AUTOMOBILES, 

SAFETY AND CHANGE 

We live in a society that speci
alizes in change, because change is 
the author of progress. Constructive 
Americans have defined progress as 
the rise from back-breaking labor to 
machinery to do the heavy work and 
the mobility to move about conven
iently and swiftly. The fringe bene
fits of progress are the qualities spo
ken of above ... better performance, 
greater reliability, increased sagety, 
extra comfort, and more convenience 
... even in our automobiles. 

Cars, trucks, special purpose vehi
cles, and people to staff the industry 
are required to meet the transporta
tion demands and problems of our 
society. A society whose social and 
economic structure has grown to de
pend upon mobility. That's not all. 
A nation on wheels insists that those 
wheels keep rolling, that cars and 
trucks operate at peak performance, 
that service and maintenance facili
ties are easily available and profes
sionally staffed. 

. Keeping those wheels turning is 
no longer a simple matter of per
sonal convenience, family fun, or 
isolated commercial concern. 

... Nea:rly 80 percent of all U. S. fam
·iiies own at least, one automobile. 
·: .. More than 90 percent of inter-city 
travel is by automobile. 
... More than 1,000 billion motor-ve
hicle miles are logged each year . 
... Nearly 90 percent of all commuting 
worker use automobiles to get to and 

.from the job. 
... School busses carry more than 40 
percent of public school students. 
... More than 50 percent of manu
facturer's inter-city tonnage is hauled 
by trucks. Over 10 million men and 
women are employed in truck trans
portation alone, working to move 
600 million tons of inter-city freight. 
... One out of seven people employed 
in the United States is employed in 
~e automobile industry. 

The service market, generated by 
the auto-transportation industry, is 
more than 14 billion dollar a year 
business. This "aftermarket" , repre
senting the sale of automotive parts 
and labor, is bigger by-the-dollar than 
annual total car sales. 

InterCOM 

The curve is pointing up ... in nu
mbers and percentages as a national 
phenomenon. Every community is in
volved. One business in every six 
depends directly on the manufac
turing, distribution, servicing, and use 
of motor vehicles. 

...... _"." •••• • ........................ . 

Handbook 
Encourages 

lnvol vement 
College of the Mainland is com

mitted to instructural design which 
will enhance a students' understanding 
of himself and his environment; that 
is, the student would be able to 
operate independently and comfort-

. ably in the community. 

Recently, college populations have 
been trying to tell educational institu
tions that the instruction was mean
ingless, that what happened at school 
and what happened in the .community 
were completely unrelated. Those 
in instruction at the college wish to 
know more about the community so 
they can involve more students in it. 
Herbert Stallworth, President of the 
College, has observed, "There are 
acres of diamonds out there," speak
of the talent in our community. 

The production of this handbook 
is an attempt to discover that talent, 
and make a community resource to it. 
For example , there are three men 
in the community who are profes
sionals in Chemical Engineering, Geo
logy, and Insurance; by avocation 
they are sculptor, lapidarist, and poet 
Such discoveries are needed. COM's 
Natural Science Division is looking 
for Natural Scientists who could pro
vide a resource function for individual 
students. Social Sciences· have the 
same need. 

The interviewer will be a student 
at College of the Mainland who is 
working on credit in English 131, 
a personal communications course. 
The interview requires listening , 
speaking, observation, and writing 
skills, and the student will schedule 
five such interviews. 

For more information contact: 
DONALD G. BASS, 

Chairman-Division of Human
ities 

THOMAS F. CARTER 
Coordinator-English 131 

or any English 131 student . 

ARCHITECT STUDENTS 

TAKE FIELD TRIPS 
The latest happenings in the Archi

tectual Drafting classes at COM have 
been the field trips. According to In
dustrials Arts instructor William De 
Vall, these series of travels to some 
of the local industries and sub-divi
visions will give his students a broader 
understanding and working know 
ledge of the greatly diversified field 
of architecture. Mr. De Vall expressed 
hopes that the students will benefit 
by these excursions and resultingly 
improve their classroom performance. 

Forthcoming trips will concentrate 
on new concepts and techniques 

Interview with 
Mr. Joe Faulk 
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by NANCY GENTRY 
Mr. Joe Faulk, head of the main

tenance department, was recently in
terviewed on the parking situation. 

There were, three questions in par
ticular asked: 

1. Are parking regulations out
moded? 

2. Why all the empty parking 
spaces in front of the school? 

3. W',at is the purpose of the man 
in the parking Jot? 

which will possibly answer building In answer to the first question, 
needs for the future. Mr. Faulk said that he didn't think 

'/H/[_·
1
:1:
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11;,;l.j il,\1i\\:I !!,_ , _ __,. _ __,___,I the regulations were outmoded and ' I I ,- that there should be more regulations 
II I' I \ although some could be eliminated . 
~ - i\l r __ lit Ii ,, These rules are merely guidelines to 

' , i! if help make the parking lot safer. Mr. 
l'l,II ) Faulk also said that the majority of 

7
,,111lli \!i
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/ the students should be commended 
for obeying the ~ules. 

{ 

"Not the business ... just MEI" ................................. 
MOODY FOUNDATION 

DONATES TICKETS 
Mr. William Martin, consultant of 

the Society for the Performing Arts 
of Houston, has announced that the 
Moody Foundation Scholarship 
course has donated 66 sets of tickets 
to tlrree performances in the Music 
Hall in Houston. This is the initial 
year for this program and includes 
nine independent school districts, 
Galveston Colleg~, and College of the 
Mainland 

The frrst event will be on Novem
ber 8 in the Music Hall staring three 
of Russia's brightest young musical 
stars team for an unusual program of 
solo, duet, and trio performances. 

For the second event, on February 
18, Jones Hall has engaged Andres Se
govia, world's undisputed master of 
the classical guitar. 

The third and final event will take 
place in the Music Hall on Mar~ 26, 
where the noted Houston Ballet will 

Mr. Faulk answered the second 
question by saying there is a varied 
number of faculty coming in at dif
ferent hours-hence, the faculty park
ing spaces may be completely filled 
at times and half filled at others. 
Also it's much easier for the security 
men to check the stickers if all the 
faculty park in one place and the 
students in another. One other point 
was brought out by Mr. Faulk. He 
said whenever it rains the front park
ing spaces get flooded. So the teach
ers have to park elsewhere. He could 
have assigned the front rows to the 
students and given the second row to 
the faculty, but as mentioned earlier 
in this article, the faculty does not 
come in at the same time. So the 
students have ·the advantage of park
ing in spaces where it isn't flooded. 
The only reserved parking places are 
for the President, Deans, and Direct
ors of Administrative Services . 

The purpose of the attendant in 
the parking lot is to utilize the park
ing spaces closest to the building. 
This makes for better security. He 
also checks to see that the cars aren't 
parked the wrong way and that they 
have parking stickers on the bumper. 

Mr. Faulk mentioned that he does 
not want to five tickets, but that it's 
done for everyone ' s protection. He 
also mentioned the fact the stolen 
tape decks are being checked out. 

perform. Although not nationally The car license and fingerprints are 
known, the company has received being checked out with the assistance 
much recognition! Interested stu- of the police. 
dents are asked to go by the stu• All in all, Mr. Faulk would like 
dents Activities Office and talk with the students to feel free to come and 
Mr. Smith. ask him any questions they may have. 

-.. 
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C.O.M. 
WANT ADS 

TO GIVE AWAY: One persian cat, 
housebroken; contact Mrs. Disbrow 
in the bookstore for more infor
mation. 

WANTED: Clear windshield for 450 
Honda or similar. Also luggage rack 
and/or saddlebags. Contact Joseph 
Matthews 762-J 197 in Galveston or 
leave name, number at lnterCOM 
office. 

FOR SALE : Used Rock Albums: 
Led Zeppelin, Mothers of Invention, 
Jimi Hendrix, John MayAII, and 
others, $1.50-$3.00. Contact Nathan . 
Simar - 425 20th Avenue North, 
Texas City or lnterCOM office, LRC 
Building, Faculty Suite C. 

This space is reserved for any student 
or faculty member having any items 
to sell, give away or trade. Bring all 
articles to the InterCOM office in 
faculty suite C, room 24 7. An of
ficer will be there to accept your 
article. 

InterCOM 

Bowling Team Places 

Third in Tournament 

The COM bowling team has been 
selected f.or the 1970-71 school term. 
There are three teams: a men's team, 
a wome'n's team, and a mixed team. 
These three teaJllll., will travel to the 
various junior colleges and compete 
in bowling tournaments. 

The men's team consists of Steve 
Kotlarich, James Agruso, Stan Irish 
and Roylin Bradley. On the women's 
team is Carol Allen, Eula Mae Dials, 
and Patty Hachett. The mixed team 
includes· George Plasek, John Dupla, 
Pat ~noid and Rosie Garcia. 

In the elimination tournament, 
Steve Kotlarich has high series and 
also high game. George Plasek and 
James Agrouso finishdd ··second and 
third respectively. In the women's 
division, Carol Allen captured the 
first postition, with Pat Arnold and 
EJua Mae Dials finishing second and 
third. The top three winners in the 
two divisions were awarded trophies, 
and the top six bowlers in each divi
sion received a spot on one of the 
college bowling teams. 

College of the Mainland's first 
opponent was Galveston College at 
a tournament held at the Seahorse 
Lane in Galveston. 

November 2,1970 

Sports Wrap- Vp 
by CARWYN ABRAHAM 

The C.O.M. 1970-71 basketball 
squad has finally been selected. Team 
members include Clyde Jackson, Perry 
Davis, Larry Jackson, Rodney Jones, 
Robert Wiles, Calvin Cafield, John 
Dupla, Earl Davis, Barry Romano, 
James Turner, Moses Brown, and 
manager Billy Disbrow. 

For the past few practices, the 
team has been working out in the re
cently completed P.E. building here 
on campus. "Everybody on the team 
is working hard and will be looking 
forward to the coming season," says 
Coach Umnel, and he added, "We 
would appreciate all the support that 
the faculty, staff, and student body 
can muster." Our team may be ready, 
yet there is still some difficulty in get
ting a schedule coordinated, but this 
will be remedied by next week. Last
ly, Coach Umnel is still interested in 
potential track participants, so those 
interested, please contact Coach Um
nel. 

SPORTS 

PHOTO BY JOSEPH MATTHEWS 
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CLUBS I 
KARATE CLUB 

A Karate Club has been for med 
under the sponsorship of Mr. Marcus 
Wildon and the training of Mrs. Eula 
Mae Dials. Club meetings will be held 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays between 
3:00 p.m. and 4 :30 p.m. in the temp
orary physical activities room behind 
the Technical-Vocational building. All 
interested persons are invited to at
tend. If unable to attend, contact 
either of the above or James Jonte. 

.......... ..... ... .. .........•... 
PARAPSYCHOLOGY CLUB 

The organizational meeting of the 
Parapsychology Club being formed 
at the College of the Mainland was 
held October 4 in rooms 225-226 in 
the LRC. Mr. Herman and Mrs. Stan
ton are the sponsors of this newly
estab lished organ iza tion which is 
going to delve into the various fa
cets of the human mind. The club 
took volunteers to form a commit
tee to write a charter and to con
struct the by-laws. 

The members of the committee 
include Gladys L a uz on, Cynthia 
Moreno, Mike Pearson, Barbara Krell 
Jerry Anderson , Andrea Cunningham 
and Larry Jackson. 

Plans are also being made for a 
committee to plan the future pro
gram s. The club is scheduled to 
meet at 3:30 and/or 8:00 on Mon
day's, twice a month. 

PHI THETA KAPP A 

The Sigma Delta section of Phi 
Theta Kappa held its initiation of 
new members on October 8, 1970. 
This National Honor Scholastic As
sociation is for accredited junior col
leges. New members are Anna Du
Pree, Diane Kell, Strelsa Jensen, John 
Sellers, Dorothy Jones, Donald West
ly, Edward Winfield, and Carmen Jo
rgenson. 

Officers for this year are Anner 
Guillory, president ; John Sellers, vi
ce-president; Eva Colvin, secretary; 
Anna DuPree, treasurer; Larry Jack
son, parliamentarian . 

································· 

FUTURE SECRET ARIES 

F.S.A. had their organizational 
meeting on Thursday, October 8 at 
5 p.m. in the Technical-Vocational 
Building. Lisa Aylor and Debby Dan
ner were in charge of the presenta
tion and refreshments were provid
ed by the members. 

They presented four guests: Helen 
Foster, who is Dr. Stallworth's sec
retary; Christine Turner, National Sec
retaries Association president; Cynthia 
Dinklage, las t year's F.S .A. president; 
and Carol Thomas, a former member . 

Lisa Aylor presented these four 
objectives of F.S.A. : 

I. To associate with experienc
ed secretaries. For this purpose an 
N.S.A. sponsor will be presented at 
every meeting each month. 

2. To have different guest speak
ers. F .S.A. is open to any sugges
tions its member may have as to 
speakers and activities. 

3. To better oneself and become 
more responsible. 

4. To further one's level of com
petence and to continue education. 

After the presentation and refresh
ments, the subject of membership 
fees was brought to light. This is 
$2.00 for each new member's initia
tion fee which also covers the F.S.A. 
pin. This is $1.00 for those who 
were former members. There also 
is a $1.00 membership fee . This may 
be paid before the next meeting to 
any of the sponsors. Anna DuPree 
was then chosen unanimously as 
F.S.A.'s representative to the Student 
Senate. 

At the next meeting officers will 
be elected. Informal nominations may 
be made by presenting the nomina
tion to Mrs. Dalton, Mrs. McNutt, 
or Mrs. Price. There is no set time 
for next month's meeting, but it will 
be announced. The meeting times 
will be varied as to give everyone an 
opportunity to attend. Anyone wish
ing to join may do so at the next 
meeting. Anyone taking or who has 
taken a business course is welcome 
to join. 

Cheerleading tryouts were held recently for the two fr eshman cheer
leaders from College of the Mainland. Pictured above, from left to right , 
is Cathy Harvey, Pat Guyton, Andrea Varnado, and Ca thy Schroeder. 

STUDENT GOVERNMENT NEWS. 

LIGGIO RESIGNS : EULA DIALS BECOMES SENATOR 

On Friday, October 16, 1970, the 
Student Government meeting was 
called to order. The first order of 
business was the approval of the re
signation of Senator Vincent Liggio. 
Liggio will be replaced by Eula Mae 
Dials who had the third highest a
mount of votes in the recent elec
tion. 

Also, the CCOC (Campus Com
mittee of Concerned Students) had 
to be revoked because of the policy 
the scholl has concerning politicals af
fliated clubs and organizations. Mike 
Walker, a student at College of the 
Mainland, presented the charter, but 
was asked to re-write it so that it may 
be acceptable under school policy . 

HAVING TROUBLE 
PLAYING POOL ? 

• 
It was brought to the InterCOM's attention that non-students are coming[ 

onto the campus and dominating the pool tables, and there fore the students 
find it hard to locate a table to play pool. 

The Student Activities office is in charge of the Work Study Group 
which controls the pool room . There have been three students appointed to 
the Work Study Group who are supposed to enforce regulations for the 
pool room. 

Recently, a staff member was in the pool hall looking for the person 
in charge so he could obtain some information about the regulations of 
playing in the pool room, but the person in charge was instead roaming the 
halls. 

It seems to me that if the school is paying students to enforce regulations 
in the pool room, then these students should remain in the pool room at all 
times. If these students cannot accept this responsibility then they should 
be replaced with more responsible students. 

Also, there have been incidents of gambling and dice-throwing in tl1e 
pool room and this is definitely against school policy; therefore, I think 
the students of the campus should complain to the Student Government 
Office and ask why this is going on. After all , we are the ones paying 
tuition to attend this school and to enjoy the facilities of this college. 
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Literary 

Sands of Time 

The gift of love was not a toy, 
It was a gift for girl and boy, 
A thing of beauty , a thing of life, 
Man and woman, husband and wife. 

A whiff of scent and men's cologne, 
Two sweethearts all alone. 
Flowers growing, scented air, 
Roses, violets, flowing hair. 

A babbling brook, a fie ld of clover, 
A little cat, rolling over and over, 
A single thought , a single mind, 
A single beauty in the sands of time. 

Forever are lost these days of joy, 
When you were a girl and I was a boy. 
A day when ho lding hands was new, 
And yo u loved me and I loved you. 

I see again these times of youth , 
Second row, second booth, 
A little book, with poems of love, 
A small glass bird, a mourning dove. 

It is true, those · days are gone, 
And yet our lo ve goes on and on, 

InterCOM 

And too, our lives are full and frown, 
And now we reap of what we 've sown, 

But now at times within my mind, 
I reverse the sands of time. 

by John Nicholson 

November 2,1970 

Corner 

Visions 

Afar across the sounding sea, 
I heard your voice speak to me. 
I heard the rustle of your dress, 
And close to me I felt you press. 
I saw your face before my own, 
As solid as a sculptors stone. 
You eyes a story seemed to tell, 
And on your face my own did dwell. 
But then you faded with the wind, 
And all my love my heart did send. 
/In my mind there still remains, 
Th e thoughts of love and thoughts of pain. 
And darling now though far apart, 
I still love you with all my heart. 

by John Nicholson 

What ·Have I Tasted ? 

I tasted some of summers fruit, 
And danced to the tune of the golden flut e, 
And water sweet after hardest labor, 
And turned back on a needy neighbor. 
Bitter is how my defeats had tasted, 
Salty like the years been wasted. 
Tasted fear in a darkest hour, 
And pureness in a single flow er. 
Best was the taste of a woman's breath. 
Worst the inevitable taste of death. 

by Carwyn Abraham 



" There is one day that is ours. Th ere is one day when all we Americans who are not se/fmade go back to the old 
home to eat biscuits and marvel how much nearer to the porch the old pump looks than it used to be ... Thanks 
giving Day is the one that is purely American. " 

- 0. HENRY 
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

November 20 - Friday 
Phi Theta Kappa 7 :30 PM -Tech-Vocational Bldg. 
Student Senate - 8 AM - Presidnet 's Board Room - Open to Students 
and staff welcomed 

November 21 - Saturday 
Basketball game - Comets vs Lee College - 7:30 PM 

November 24 - Tuesday 
Lyceum Council 2PM A-152 
Student Court Meeting 2 PM A-151 
Karate Club 3 PM PE Building 
Movie - 7:30 PM "Wait Until Dark" Teaching Auditorium 
Free to Students with ID card 

November 25 - Wednesday 
Karate Club - 3 PM PE Building 

November 26 - 27 - Thursday, Friday 
Thanksgiving Holiday 

November 30 - Monday 
Basketball game - 7:30 PM Comets vs Galveston College 
COM Theater Meeting - 4 PM - L-279 
Parapsychology Club - 8 PM T-136 
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I EDITOBIALS I 
, .....•...•.................................................... .. 

LETTERS TO T H E EDITOR 

····························~·-································· 
Dear Mr. Editor, 

It is my belief and many others that the paper is biased. By this statement 
mean that the paper does not present both· the pro and con. It shows only 

one persons view or opinion which in some cases is biased. 

On a report on the "Howdy Party" in September, a friend wrote an 
article about the party and was told that his article would be combined with 
another persons article on the same party. He got no credit whatsoever for his 
article. His name was not included in who ·wrote the article. Instead of two 
names their were only one given credit. 

On an article on drug abuse on the campus, a statement concerning drug 
users was not needed for it made the newspaper look as though they were 
just out of grade school. 

And on Mr. David Brinkley's appearance he was to be front page 
material. Was he? No. His picture was there sure but what about the article 
"Cops Cop Out" in the boldest of all prints. Is this fair? No. Mr. Brinkley 
should have had the most attention· brought to the reader. If this is not 
a biased paper then tell me what is. It does not show both sides of the picture 
as other newspapers would. So staff, shape up and get on the ball and 
assign at least two people to each newspaper article written. For this is the 
only solution that I can foresee in the future for a better newspaper. 

RODNEY STEINBACH 

Dear Rodney: 

In reply to your letter, let me first thank you for expressing your ideas to 
the newspaper. Now, a•iesponse to your letter. 

Concerning the "Howdy Party" article, your friend's article and the staffs 
article were written almost exactly the same. Therefore, the two stories were 
combined to form one. Your friend's name was not added to the article due to 
an error on the copy editor's part. Several names were not listed under their 
appropriate article because some of the names were lost between our office 
and the printing office. (At that time, the printer was the Daily Sun.) 

Concerning the article on drug abuse, there was only one written, which 
did not concern anyone on campus. There was no statement that made the 
staff look like"they were just out of grade school." This article was written to 
show the relationships that some people have with drugs and what can happen 
due to their use. 

Next, the Brinkley article did get front-page coverage as well as part of the 
fourth page. The article "Cops Cop Out" was printed on the front page be
cause one of the elected officials decided that the article deserved front page 
coverage. (By the way, the elected official was the one the student body 
elected.) 

No, Rodney, our paper is not biased. An example of a biased newspaper is 
the one published by the SDS. Our paper gives the news and the facts, but be
cause of the unwillingness of the student body to contribute to the paper, the 
ideas presented in it may seem to be one-sided. 

So, in the future, Rodney, if you feel that the newspaper is 'Biased', then 
we invite you to join our staff. Maybe then we will have some fresh ideas on 
how to improve the interCOM. As far as having two reporters assigned to one 
story, our limited number of staff would be exhausted within three articles. 
By the way, we think that you should get to know your elected officials of 
the newspaper. When you address your next letter to the editor, be sure and 
put it to Dear Miss Editor-after all, she is a she. 

Respectfully, M. R. 

P. S. The staff is on the ball- we've put out three newspapers already! Also, 
don't gripe about all the punctutation and grammar mistakes contained 
in your article, for we printed it exactly as you handed it in. ' 

THE FUTURE OF OUR NATION 

DEPENDS ON YOUNG PEOPLE 

Everybody is seeking happiness, and young people are led to ·believe 
that it can be found by some miraculous act. "Smoke grass," they are told, 
"and you will be happy." More and more young people are finding marijuana 
provides instant escape from all they find unacceptable around them. "If we 
could only change the system," such a young person sighs, "life would be 
carefree and wonderful.". 

It used to be that as young people grew toward adulthood they gradually 
learned and accepted the truth that life is more bills than thrills, more self
denial than romance, more being tied down to day-to-day matters than carefree 
travel. Today's faster communications make many young people aware that 
this describes the lives of their parents and they rebel against such a future. 

Demonstrations and demands for change in the system do not offer much 
promise of improving the future of young people today. Food still will need to 
be grown, products ·manufactured, services provided, enterprises managed and 
life's needs financed. It will be the man or woman who knows what he or she 
wants of the futureand_has the skills to obtain it who will command happiness. 

The men and women of the future will not be those who seek to escape via 
drugs o~ change tomorrow via revolution but ones who begin today to prepare 
for the future they want for themselves. Few people are better able to help 
more in planning the future than professional counselors in schools, busi
nesses, and government offices. 

BY PRESTON SMITH 

GOVERNOR OF TEXAS 
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The Intercom is the official student newspaper of the College of the_ Mainland. All 
views and opin ions are sol ely those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the 
staff or the administration . 
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COM EXPERIMENT A ll•N-INNDVATIDNS MEET 
The National Conference League 

of Experimentations and Innovation 
in Public Community Junior College 
held its third annual conference on 
the COM campus November 13 and 
14. 

The Corporation is designed to 
stimulate the improvement of cur
riculum design and the design and 
execution of teaching and learning in 
the three Institutions composed of 
College of the Mainland, Western 

Peidmont Community College (N. 
Carolina, and Coffeyville Commu
nity College (Kansas). The Gulf 
Coast Junior Colleges, Lee College, 
Galveston, Brazosport, and Alvir 
Junior College were also invited . 

The agenda included the noted 
speaker Dr. Paul Bell, Associate Pro
fessor in Education, Penn State Uni
versity which appeared via closed T. 
V. 

Other speakers included the stu
dent boi;ly president qf •Coffeyville 
Comm~nity Colleges, " arid Marcu~' 
Pire o(Kansas. Mr. Pire spoke on the 
Student's Role in a Stud~nt Govern
ment Association. 

The Board of Direc tors is com
posed of two faculty members, one 
student , one Board of Trustees mem
ber , and one member of the Admin
istration. Representing the College 
of the Mainland this year are Larry 
Jackson, Dr. Herbert Stallworth, 
Ernest Deats, and Delores Reed. 

..................•............. 
COUNSELING 
AVAILABLE 

The Counseling Department of 
College of the Mainland is offering 
counseling and testing services for 
students and non-students who can
not avail themselves of the regular 
working hours of 8:00 a.m. until 
5:00 p.m. each working day. 

The Counseling Department will 
be open each Tuesday from 6:00 
p.m. until 8:00 p.m. Interested per
sons may co me by during these ho
urs . It is stro ngly suggested that 
appointments be made, especially for 
interested persons desirin g General 
Education Development Tests (GED). 
Appointments may be made by com
ing by the Counseling Department 
in the Administration Building or by 
calling 938-1211, Extension 277. 

YULE PRO GR AM * 
"The Mes_sage of the Manger," a 

chora_l reading selection , will be pre
sented at the College Hour on Dec
ember 4, at 2:00. The program will 
be a choral Christmas selection with 
O.D . Hand and Andrea Cunningham 
reading the selections. The choir , 
under the direction of Mr. Larry 
Stanley, will provide the m usic which 
will consist of t raditional Christmas 
music blended with several modern 
songs. During the selection, slides 
pertin~nt to the material will be 
shown with guitar stru_mming in the 
background. 

The highlights of the program will 
be a duet of an arrangement of "What 
Child iil This?" ·by Larry Stanley, 
with Gary Waites and Johnny Felder 
singing the duet. The choir will sing 
six Christmas pieces in addition to 
this duet,-Admission is free and all 
students and faculty are urged to 
attend. 

SPEAKE i'{ POLtCY 
If you are planning on bringing 

George Wallace or the Black Panthers 
to speak at COM, forget it. The pol
icy on speakers here at COM is that 
any speaker may come expect one 
who may incite riot or cause a dis
turban ce. 

So me of you Klan members or 
Panthers may resent , dispute and 
oppose this and cry loudly that your 
freedom of speech is being violated, 
and your right of expression crushed, 
but come on, do we really want to be 
conformists and join the rest of the 
Berkeleys of the U.S.? 

I BOOKSTORE I 
Scholatship students · who nave 

not received - their book numbers 
are asked to see Mrs, Disbrow at 
the bookstore. Students must have 
their number in their books and 
register receipt before the books 
can be brought back. Mrs. Disbrow 
will make change and cash· checks 
up to five dollars. This check-cash
ing privilege has been abused thusfar, 
especially sipce several checks have 
"bounced." so let's please not take 
advantage of a "good thing." 

"SORRY CHARLIE, P . E . CREDIT IS 

NOT GIVEN FOR PLAYING IN THE 

POOLROOM" 
·················-················ 

Sure, we would get our name in 
the paper but I don't think most of 
us would like to see our fellow broth
ers and sisters beaten, bloody, woun
ded and maybe even killed because 
of a few well-chosen words from one 
person. 

tl1r~~ 

VETERANS TO GET 

FINANCIAL AID 

Public Law 91-219 provides fo r 
payment of tutorial assistance ' to a 
veteran pursuing a post-secondary 
educational program at not less than 
half time. Tutorial assistance is to 
correct a marked deficiency in a 
required subject which is a prereq
uisite or indispensable to the sa tis
facto ry pursuit of an approved pro
gram. A passing but non-credit grade 
may be a deficiency. The benefit 
is not for those who simply desire to 
improve their academic standing. 

It is expected that tutorial assist
ance will be great as deficiencies be
come appai:ent during the first year 
and may continue to be high during 
the second. It should diminish with 
progression through the program. 

Tutorial assistance should be indi
vidualize~, however, there may be 
ocoa_sion.'s:- .where circumstances will 
justify ·s~wltaneous tutoring of two 

· or three ·persons. Simultaneous t u
toring should be justified by the 
institution. The tutorial benefit to a 
veteran is limited to an amount of 
$50 per month fo r a maximum of 
nine months. Any month or frac
tion thereof for which a veteran 
makes any claim, regardless of the 
amount , uses up the eligibility of 
that month . 

Certification as to the tutor's 
qualifications must be made by the 
institution. Generally, the tutorial 
program will be one organized and 
monitored by the school and tailored 
by the school to the veteran's course 
deficiency. 

An approved list of certified tutors 
and schedule of charges will be main
tained by the Financial Aid Office. 
The veteran must keep records of 
the schedule and charges for tutorial[ 
assistance by date, number of hours, 
and charge per hour. 

After completion of the tutorial 
assistance, Form 21E 1990t should 
be completed by the veteran and 
certified by the instructor. 

Application forms are available 
in the Financial Aid Office. The 
veteran may apply for cost of tutorial 
assistance, which meets certification 

requirements, anytime within one 
year of the end of the term in 
which tutorial assistance was fur
nished. 

+ Md 
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PERFOMING AR TS SOCIETY SCHEDULE TOLD 
BY MARCY RODERICK 

The Society for the Perform ing 
Arts of Houston certainly enriched 
the 66 College of the Mainland stu
dents who attended " Three from 
Russia," Sunday , Notrember 8 at 
the Music Hall. 

Once ih a great while , an audience 
is privileged to hear a young artist 

CONTROVERSY 

This holds true with any style 
that fashion chooses present for ac
ceptance. The best way to cope with 
the fashion scene you make, is to de
cide what looks good on you for any 
particular occasion, not what desig
ners, fashion editors, and clothin_g 
store magnates say is in. 1970 has real 
ly brought a theme of "Do Your Own 
Thing" to fashion. · 

With the coming of the new looks 
this year, these came a very contro
versial style- the midi . Each day in 
some magazine, newspaper, or on the 
radio :,ind T.V. there appears a state
ment from some designer , fash ioned
itor , or clothing store magnate on the 
midi debate. Will th is style make it? 
The midi dress and skirt with their 
vests capes. boots , hats , and gloves 
are the biggest thing to hit the fash
ion scene in twenty years. The answer 
to the acceptance of the midi can on
ly be found in one's own individual 
tas te. 

destined to become a pre-eminent 
name in music . Multiply this by 
three, and you begin to unders tand 
the exciting prospect of "Three from 
Russia." 

All three of these young Soviet 
artists are products of the demanding 
Moscow Conservatory. All have won 
first awards in the most respected 
competitions- tributes to their phen-

omenal musicianship , technical skill , 
and maturity. And, all three bring 
the vitality and the enthusiam of 
youth (the oldest is 28) to the 
stage. 

Owing to a ueath in the family 
of pianist Alexei Nasedkin , who had 
been scheduled to be a member of 
the "Three from Russia" trio , he and 
cellist Natalia Gutman were replaced 
by pianist Marina Ndivani and cellist 
Tamara Gabaraschvili . 

Miss Mdivani, a pupil of Professot 
Milstein of the Moscow Conservatory 
and of Emil Gilels, is a winner of the 
Marguerite Long, Jacques Thibaud, 
and Tchaikovsky piano competitions. 
Miss Gabaraschvili also is one of the 
Soviet Union's most distinguished 
young artists, winner of both the 
Tchaikovsky and Casals competitions. 

It was a fruitful experience for 
all those who attented , and College 
of the Mainland students are urged 
to attend the next show- the Andres 
Segovia performance at Jones Hall , 
February 18, 197 I. 

IF YOU HA VE ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING THESE PAINTJNGS, CONTACT THE 
STUDENTS ACTIVITIES OFFICE, EXT'. 242. $50.00 REWARD FOR RETURN OF THESE 
PICTURES UNDAMAGED, NO QUESTIONS ASKED. 
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TOM CARTER 
PIPER PROF 

BY MARCY RODERICK 

The Piper Professor for the 1971 academic school year has been carefully 
selected and named. It is College of the. Mainland's deepest honor to have such 
an intelligent, capable, hard-working, and deserving individual among us. 

Mr. Thomas Carter has been chosen for this honor-a tribute to both 
College of the Mainland and the entire community. 

The Minnie Stevens Piper Foundation honors ten professors during the 
academic school year for outstanding academic scienfific and scholarly 
achievement, by the award of certificates naming them "Piper Professor of 
1971," together with a cash honorarium of $1,000 each. 

The purpose of these awards is to give recognition specifically to the teach
ing profession rather than to research or other such related activity. 

The foundation receives nominations from the faculty members of public 
and private institutions in the state. From the list of nominees, ten awards are 
made. The criteria is that the nominee be selected by his faculty and any fac
ulty member may be nominated. From one to three professors are nominated 
according to the enrollment of each college or university in the state. 

This year College of the Mainland was exceptionally fortunate in having 
one of our faculty members chosen. 

Mr. Tom Carter is the youngest of four children from deep East Texas-
Nacogdoches to be exact. His family was determined that at least one of its 
members receive an education and Mr. Carter was Jhe logical choice. After 
high school, he entered the Armed Forces and served 18 months in Europe. 
While in England, Mr. Carter was chosen to attend Shrivenhain American Uni
versity, an institution whose purpose was to aid American soldiers in their ad
justment or reacclimation to the discipline of serious study. 

Following the service career, he attended Texas College in Tyler, Texas, 
studied English and history, graduated Magna Cum Laude with a Bachelor of 
Arts Degree and began a teaching career in 1952. 

During Mr. Carter's fifteen-year public school tenure in Texas City and 
LaMarque, Texas, he served as head football coach in addition to his teaching 
responsibilities. During this period, Mr. Carter studied at Texas Christian Uni
versity, The University of Texas, and Texas Southern University, r~eiving a 
Master of Arts Degree at the latter university. 

Mr. Carter is married, and has one thirteen year old son--J on Andre. He is 
ac tive in the community as well as in his church. 

When asked for his reaction upon receiving the "Piper Professor" award, 
Mr. Carter stated, "I was surprised--pleasantly because I co nsider it a sign
ificant honor coming from t11e faculty of College of the Mainland. I consider 
their vote to have been really an expression of a kind of fellowship that exists 
on this campus." 

If success can be measured by the number of one's friends , his involvement 
in civic and community affairs, and his service to others, then Mr. Thomas T. 
Carter, Jr. has certainly achieved a degree of success. 

FILM REVIEW 
BY LA URIE BROWN 

"Dave .. ... J'm ..... f'm .. ... in trouble " 
"Joan! You mean you 're ..... " 

" Yest" 

And so went the dialogue of a 
highly enligh tening sex education film 
recently held over at th e Bayou Thea
tre. In actuality, the only enligh ten
ment anyone could get from the film 
was on how "in the dark" young 
people in the "old days" used to be 
about the facts of life. I say the old 
days because the film was quite ob
viously made 7 to 15 years ago. Cen
sorship must have been pretty strong 
back in those days because no-one 
was allowed to say the word preg
nant, and this is pretty hard to avoid 
in a movie about childbirth and an 
unwed mother. 

It was the typical story about the 
typical high school girl who had not 
the slightest idea about the facts of 
life. Her mother, who was a firm be
liever in the handshake instead of a 
kiss theory, refu sed to inform her 
daughter about any such pertinant 
information saying that "Ignorance 
produces virtue. " One day, against 
her good (good?) judgement, she let 
her daughter attend a school dance 

. (evil things, dances) but only after 
informing the girl's date that she was 
sure he would never try anything as 
immoral as putting his arm around 
her daughter. At the dance, the girl 
naturally was swept off her feet by a 
handsome young stranger whom she 
naturally snuck out on a date with 
the following night and was naturally 
then promptly seduced. Naturally , 
the boy was called out of town the 
very next day , little kno wing that on 
their first and only date she had be
come censored .. . in trouble. Of course, 
being in trouble and having the kind 
of luck she did, her boyfriend, who 
drove a plane of course, was prompt
ly killed in a plane crash. There was 
nothing left for her to do but to con
fess her misfortune to her best friend: 

"Ruth .. ... f'm .. .. .l'm ..... in trouble " 
"Joan! You mean you 're ..... you 're ... " 

Nex t thing one knows, we are be
ing shown a film on th e fa cts of life 
so that we won 't be misinformed like 
those tragic teenagers in the film 
We are actually shown a baby being 
born. This film was form erly entitled 
"Th e Birth of Triplets" but since 
there are no triplets born or even 
mentioned in the film , I guess they 
thought "Mom and Dad " was a more 
appropriate title. There were Moms 
and Dads in the film. 

five 
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WANT ADS 

For the best in hair care see Floyd 

Reeves at the Karillon Koiffuers for 

guys and girls 118 6th St. North 

Texas City , T exas 
945-4031 

"We blow your fro", "We flip your 

wig", "We blow your fro and do 
you r perm". 

LOST - "Experiment - General Chemi

stry". If found, contact Mike Pear
son, and the full price will be paid 
for it. 

PERSONAL - I can't begin to tell 
you all how much both Melissa and 
I appreciate the fl owe rs and card 

which the Faculty and Staff Asso
ciation sent us. They really brighten

ed up the days we had to spend 

in the hospital! 
Brenda R. Brown 

The film then skips over to a dis
cussion of the shocking rate of 
young people who contract Veneral 
Diseases each year because they have 
been misinformed and how if they 
were only enlightened as to the facts, 
there would be fewer problems. How
ever, it was obvious they weren't go
ing to be the ones to enlighten any
one because right after that statement 
they proceed to show shocking, hor
rible, repulsive and ghastly pictures 
of what V. D. cai1 do to boys and 
girls and it seems they completely 
forget to mention how the disease is 
con tracted and spread. I pity the poor 
misinformed teenagers who saw that 
film back when it was considered 
most educa tional quite a few years 
ago. They probably thought that if 
they slept with their windows open 
at night they would wake up with a 
horrible case of V. D. 

This film would probably be in
teresting to most college students, in 
fact it must have been because the 
theatre was packed with th em. 

All in all, I'd say the film was well 
worth missing, completely misleading, 
ridiculously w zinformative and just a 
little bit corny. Oth er than that, it 
was just great. 



COM BASKETBALL 

COMets went down in the last 
minutes of their initial debut of this 
season effort 66-63. In the opening 
quarter the COMcts were tight and 
found it hard to hit the boards , only 
taking a one point lead at the end of 
the first quarter. The team really 
worked well toge ther and Coach 
Ummel was pleased with their per
fo rm ance. 

At the half, the COMets still re
tained a slim margin , 34-33. In the 
third quarter the team hiHh" boards 
hard and _retained many rebounds to 
take a commanding lead , 51-44 . 
When the las t quarter hit the COM
ets · were faced with a zone press b y 
the Soutl1ern Bible team which. hurt 
them , only scoring 12 points to 
Southern Bible College's 22 minute 
left to play , the CO Mets threw the 
ball away which cos t them the .game; 
going down 63-66. 

Statistic wise, Coach Ummel was 
.well pleased with the· outside shoot
ing of C. Jackson , C. Cofield, and R. 
Jones. He also co mmented on the 
good job of rebounding done by L. 
Jackson, J. Turner , and P. Davis. The 
COMets fast break hindered the team 
causing the ball to change hands, 
which was a big factor of the game. 
Coach was well pleased with the 
turnout of the fans at the game and 
would like to urge everyone to come 
out and support the team. 

This year the COMets have join
ed the Gulf Coast Intercollegate Con
ference . The first league game will be 
November 30 against Galveston Coll
ege at 7: 30 in Galveston . 

.........................•..... , 
Times have been posted in the 

snack bars because of cleaning sche
dules. The times tile snack .bars will 
be opened and closed are : 

OPEN: 
0

7:30a.m. - 10:00a.m. 
CLOSE: 10:00a.m. -10:30a.m. 
OPEN: 10:30a;m. - l :30p.m. 
CLOSE: l :30p.m. - 2:00p.m. 
OPEN: 2:00p.m. - 4 :30p.m. 
CLOSE: 4:30p.m. - 5:00p.m. 
OPEN: 5:00p.m. - 8:00p.m. 

1••-••·························· 

This paper has as much 

SNAP 

as a fifty year old garter 

UGHGH . .. . .............. . 
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top ping pong player gives credit to 
pancake making job 

COM 
ATIBNDS 

PLAY DAY 

Alvin Junior College recently held 
Play Day for tile Gu!f Coast Junior 
College Intercollegiate Conference 
member college. Play Day is a day 
which gives the various schools a 
chance to challenge others in assor
ted skills such as badminton, archery, 
weightlifting, and tennis. Both men 
and women were allowed to partic
ipate and th~y came frpm a number 
of colleges such as Galveston Comm
unity College, College of the Main
land, Brazosport College and Lee Jun
ior College, and of course Alvin. A 
team trophy was rewarded to the 
school which gained tile hi
ghest number of points at the end of 
the day. Certificate awards were given 
to the first and second place winner 
as well. 

Play Day was held at 2:00 p.m. 
in the Student Union Building and 
the outdoor physical education play 
area behind the gymnasium. 32 Col
lege of the Mainland students part
icipated, and tile final results have 
not as yet been posted, but they will 
be printed in tile next edition of the 
of thelnterCOM. 
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PHI THETA KAPPA 
······························· · 

Phi Theta Kappa sponsored its 
first sandwich sale on Wednesday, 
November II , from 11:30 until 1:00, 
Sandwich stations were set up in the 
Technical Vocational and Adminis
tration Buildings, Pimento cheese 
and tuna fish sandwiches sold for 
40 cents and potato chips were a 
nickel extra - not much considering 
they were both appetizing, and the 
sale was for a good cause, 

The total sales netted $40,00, 
and the procedes will go to the 
Honors Institute Scholarship Fund 
held in Colorado next June. Phi 
Theata Kappa's aim is for all their 
members to attend the convention. 

······························· 
KARATE CLUB 

················ ···········~---- . 
The Karate Club has rounded up 

approximately fifteen members so 
far. The majority of the members 
are just beginning and are practicing 
basic kicks and blocks. They have 
also begun learning the KTA , which 
is a form of solitary practice where 
the person fights four imaginary op
ponents. 

Officers have been elected, and 
they consist of Dod Johanson, Pres
ident; Walter Hunter , Vice-President; 
Cynthia Hicks, Secretary-Treasurer ; 
and Eula Mae Dials, Sensei. 

For any information concerning 
the Karate Club, contact either James 
Jonti or Eula Mae Dials. 

································ 
PARAPSYCHOLOGY CLUB 

intcrCO~-1 •••••.•••••••.... .. ............ 
COM THEATRE 

The COM Theater has re-organ
ized this year under the sponsorship 
of Mrs. Jean Harper. The purpose of 
this club is to give the students the 
opportunity to see the cultural and 
intellectual abilities of other students 
as well as provide some fine enter
tainment to the .school. · Member
ship to this organization is open to 
any and all students. 

On December 4 the COM Theater 
is planning to present a special pro
gram put on by the Drama students 
and the choral group. The drama 
students will present a special dialo
gue with the choral group providing 
the backgroun~ music. It really sou

. nds like it will be interesting as well 
as entertaining. This will take place 
during a college hour, so no one will 
have an excuse foi: missing such a (ine 
program . 

Mrs. Harper is also planning on 
starting a drama course next semester 
for any students who are interested. 
For more information about this 
course or about the COM Theater, 
contact either Mrs . Harper or any of 

the officers. They are Greg McKenna , 
president; Stan Irish , vice-president ; 
Ann Breazeale, secretary; Andrea Ci•
nnigham, treasurer; and Gladys Lau
zon , historian. 

CONT ACT BOB SMITH 

COM Golf Tournament 
Scheduled For Nov. 20 

A recent poll of several members 
of our F acuity and Staff revealed an 
abundant number of professional, 
semi-professional and amateur hack
ers, rather , golfers. It has been deter
mined that a Meet of Champion 
would be an excellent manner in 
which all could enjoy an afternoon 
of pleasure , challenge, and physical 
improvement. 

It has been determined by obser
vation during recent weeks that Fri
day afternoons afford the best oppor
tunity for the majority of those inter
ested in participating in this tourna
ment. 

If you are in terested, please con
tact Mr. Bob Smith (Extension 242). 
The date set up is Friday, November 
20, 1970 from 12:00 noon til comp
letion at the Galveston Municipal. An 
entry fee of $5 .00 is called for and 
the prizes range fro m Low Score, 
Low Net, High Score, High Net, 
Best Dressed, Worst Dressed, Least 
Putts from Surface, Longest Drive 
in Fairway Number 1, and Hole in 
One on No. 14. 

A 18 Hole Call-way System of 
Handicap (High Players have the same 
chance as the low olayers) has been 
arranged, and faculty and staff mem
bers are urged to participate. 

•••~~:i•r::::~::.• ;;e•r:::;~i:;:~.• :~~ '---1 _C_lU_B_S_· 1 
telepathy tests were made during the 
first program of the Para-Psychology 
Club. Informati on concerning each 
of these subjects was offered by Bil l 
Oliver. Out of the twenty members 
attending the meeting, approximately 
eight students proved to have a high 
degree of ext rasensory perception . 

Officers were elected before the 
program; they consi st of Bill Oliver, 
President; Mike Pearson, Vice-Pres
ident ; and And rea Cunningham, Sec
retary-Treasurer. 

Para-Psychology Club is for all 
stud ents, facu lty , and staff members 
at Coll ege of the Ma inl and who are 
interested in the fascinating subject 
of psychic phenomenon . Anyone who 
wants to become a member of the 
club, should put in a requ isition to 

- CONTINUED-

the Secre tary-Treasurer, Andrea Cun 
ningham at the next program. 

·······--·····------···---······ 
RODEO CLUB 

························-------
A Rodeo Club has been formed 

this year under the sponsorship of 
Mr. Artre Thaman. It consists of 

approximately fifteen members who 
plan to compete with other area 

schools in rodeos. The officers of 
the Rodeo Club are Richard Ketc

hum , president ; Allen Welch, vice
president ; and Sherry McKay, secre-

tary-treasurer. For any further infor
mation about this organization , cont
act any of the officers of sponsors . 

MAX WINKLER 

EXHIBITS ART 

Max Karl Win kler, art instructor 
at C.O.M. , and his wife, Elizabeth, 
will exhibit recent work in a joint ar t 
show on Sunday, December 6. The 
show features pen-andcink sketches 
of Seabrook, still-life, and silk screen 
prints. 

The Winkler exhibit is being held 
at the Ballet House, 2708 Main Street, 
Dickinson Texas, from 1:00-5:30 p.m . 
The st udent body is invited . 

••••••••••••••••••••••••• J~Y~U -
FUTURE SECRETARIES 

············· ·················· 
f.S.A . had its first official meet

ing 0 11 November 9, at 3:30 in Roo m 
Tl66. At this meeting officers were 
elected: The resu lts are : President, 
Debby Danner , Vice-President , An ita 
Johnso n, Recording Secretary, Lisa 
Aylor; and Historian , Pat Guyton. 

Mr. Bob Smith also presented 
some sugges tions that F.S.A. could 
do and that he would finance. These 
were activities such as a dance or 
fee, $1.00 for the association fee, 
and $1.00 for the local association 
fee. 

The next meeting date is not set. 
bu t it will be the for mal initiation 
of officers sometimes early in Decem- . 
ber._ Another small plan1i ing meet
ing will also be called as soo n as 
possible. 

································ 
CHEERLEADERS 

, .....................•.......... 
Freshman cheerleader try-outs and 

elections were held on October 26, 
28, and 29. The try-outs were held 
Monday, October 26 on the side of 
the Administration Building and the 
LRC. There were eleven candidates 
who pravely tried out. There were: 
Nodie Carraway, Kathy Gardner, Pat 
Guyton, Cathy Sue Hair, Catherine 
Harvey, Marilyn Huddleston, Gloria 
Loston, Debbie Peters, Cindy Runge, 
Debbie Schroeder, and Andrea Var
nado. 

The two girls chosen were Cathy 
Sue Hair and Debbie Peters. Cathy 
is majoring in Management. She is 
taking the two year course and does 
not plan to transfer at the moment. 
She is a '70 graduate of Texas City 
High School where she was a Sting
arette. Debbie is a LaMarque grad
uate where she was a cheerleader 
for one year. She is majoring in 
secretarial sciences and is studying 
to be a Medical Secretary. She is 
here for a two year basis and has 
no plans to transfer at the moment. 
Both are happy to have been chosen 
and are very honored. 

The sponsor for the cheerleaders 
this year is Karen Tantillo. She feels 
we have chosen qualified persons 
so there won' t be a great deal of 
training necessary. The head cheer
leader will be chosen from the soph
omore cheerleaders. They look for
ward to the first game on Saturday, 
November 14. There have been no 
other plans made as of yet. We look 
forward for a spirit filled year. 
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COME WIN TER 

by Laurie Brown 

Win ter has come once more, my friend, 
The days of su mmer had to_ end 
The golden hue that glowed 
In the summer sky 
Like th e love we shared in the summer 
Ha ve began to grow cold and die ....... . 

Th ose day s of running through the sand 
Careless abandon, hand in hand 
Huddled on rocks 
As the ocean beat against the sky 
We 'd sit and wonder 
But we never did know why .... ...... . 

Literary 
IT'S GREAT TO BE ALIVE 

Its' Great to be Alive, 

To feel the wind 

by Rodney Steinbach 

Blow through your hair. 

To breathe the air, 

To smell the smoke of an open fire, 

And to talk with the old folks, 

Its' Great to be Alive. 

Its' Great to be Alive, 

To see the sea, 

Its ' Great to see the trees, 

To hear the birds sing. 

Its' Great to see the Grass grow, 

Its' Great to hear the wind blow. 

Its' Great to be Alive. 

Its ' Great to see a /if e being born, 

each day of your life. 

Its' Great to hear the baby cry, 

Its' Great to be Alive Lord, Its' Great to be Alive. 

lnterCOM 

A summer night 
The stars they seemed so bright 
No doubt in our minds 
Everything would work out right 
We built upon our youthful dreams 
Our plans were all so very bold 
While brilliant in the blazing sun 
They turned to ashes in the cold 
And the sadness in your eyes 
Made me finally realize 
Come winter 
I would be alone ..... . 

Winter has come once more, my friend 
Th e day s of y outh are at an end 

November 19. 1970 

And though the winter winds have chilled my very soul 
Th ere is nothing I can do 
I have grown old ...... .... . . 

Corner 

The dewdrops glisten softly 

In the early morning sun 

As the sun beams down 

On the new day. 
RHOMBUS 1 

You may wonder what's to come 

But you've no way of knowing. 

Its good that you don 't 

For giving's the mystery of life. 

One day 

by Laurie Brown 

You may look back and wonder 

"Where did it all go ?" 

"What did I have?" 

"Where did it get me ?" 

''And will I ever really know ?" 

So worried about the sunset 

That you missed the sunrise 

The beauty and the splendor 

That was right before your eyes ...... . 
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Sanders Previews Album 
By Judy Bevers 
Staff Reporter 

For all you unpatriotic stu
dents who do not appreciate the 
program committee's work, we 
would like to tell you what you 
missed by not coming to hear 
Don Sanders at the student 
ct•nter on Sept. 27. 

Besides giving us a sneak 
pn•vit•w of his forthcoming al
bum, EXTENDED PLAY, he 
also playt•d many of the student's 
old favorilt•s and even took a few 
rt•quests. Don has many new 
songs, lht• likes of which you will 
nt•vt•r ht•ar played by anyone but 
Don. 

Rt•fore going any deeper into 
his music, let's st•e just who Don 
Sandl•rs is. To begin with, he is 
ont• of lht• ft•w accepted local 
musit·ians around here. Born and 
raist•d in Houston, he attended 
thl• University of Houston and 
rt'l'l'ivt•d a Rachl'lor's Degree in 
Philosophy in 1965. He is a disc 
jockl•y for KPFT on Mondays 
and somt• of his taped songs can 
ht· hl•ard on that station. He has 
bt•t•n pt•rforming mainly in Texas 

- ---€mMr't1hrtla~. 1\usttn. Houston, 
and nlht·rs) but in the nt•ar future 
plans lo play in Georgia and 
othl·r Northeastern States. 

To gt•l to the more personal 
fot·ls. Don has just turned 30, is 
5'7 1/t'', likt•s to be given Oowers 
l wt• prl'st•nted him with a now er 
from the student body). and 
when asked if he was Roman 
Agnostic replied that he was 

Seven Day Adventurist. True. 
his music does make him good 
money, but that is not the reason 
he sings. As a philosopher, he is 
interested in communicating 
with people. He uses the words 
of his songs to convey a message 
to the listener. Those who do not 
can• for his style of music can 
still enjoy the lyrics of his songs. 

He has no one message in his 
songs but has a wide variety of 
subject material. Singing of 
SOl'it•ty, woman, illt•gal 
drugs. the government, roat·h
es, Jt•sus freaks and any otht•r 
fn•aks. he does not tell you how 
to react to these things but only 
shan•s his experiences with 
lht•m. The songs are comical and 
light but often have an obst·urt• 
nwaning for the industrious 
pl•rson who cares to look for 
tht•m. 

Don did not want to shan• any 
of his major philosophies with us 
as he fl'lt it would only st•rvt• as 
anolhPr rult• for us to try ty livl' 
by. Ht• fet•ls everyone should 
havt• his own philosophies to try 
lo live by. 

Don·s love of art and lovt• of 
music are what keep him going 
as a musician. Although many of 
his songs are inspired, most 
begin as a central theme or 
thought upon which he builds a 
story. He calls these thoughts an 
intt•nsity of emotion. He is 
working to communicate and 
explain these throughts or feel
ings. 

Adv ocate Addresses 
Great Issu e Series 

College of the Mainland's an
nual "Great Issues Lecture Ser
ies" will begin another year with 
Ralph Nadar. the hard-hitting 
consumer advocate, in an ad
dress on Monday, November 26 
at the La Marque High School 
Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. 

Tickets, which are $2.00 and 
$1.00 for students, may be 
obtained at COM's Administra• 
tion Building; King's Jewelry 
Store, Texas City; University of 
Texas Medical Branch bookstore, 
Galveston: Rosenberg Library, 
Galveston; Newsland, Nasa 1. 
Clear Lake City. In addition, mail 
orders may be sent to COM's 
Great Issue Series, 8001 Palmer 
Highway, Texas City, Texas 
77590. Orders should include a 
check, made out to COM, and the 
number and type of tickets 
desired. 

Nadar will speak on "The Con
summer Society", delving into 
such diverse aspects as environ
mental hazards, corporate re
sponsibility, the energy crisis, 
and reconstructing the American 
political system. 

"I don't know which topic he'll 
emphasize - I do know his 
comments will be timely and 
thought-provoking," commented 
Larry Smith, COM's Associate 

Dean for Continuing Education. 
He added that Nadar would 
answer questions from the aud
ience after his presentation. 

Since 1965, Nadar has served 
as a catalyst to focus attention on 
critical areas of American life. It 
was during that year that he rose 
to national prominence with the 
publication of his book, Unsafe 
At Any Speed, in which he 
attacked the automotive indust
ry for its failure to incorporate 
certain safely features in car 
design. 

This book and his testimony 
before a Senate investigating 
committee contributed to the 
passage of the National Traffic 
and Motor Vehicle Safety Act in 
1966. 

He continued to make a visible 
impact on the legislative scene 
with the passage in 1967 of more 
stringent laws for inspection of 
slaughter houses and meat pro
cessing plants. 

Nadar subsequently formed 
the Center for the Study of 
Responsive Law which has is
sued reports on the health 
hazards in mining, the poor 
conditions in nursing homes, 
industrial pollution, misleading 
advertising and the effectiveness 

DON SANDERS RELAXES AFTER EXCELLENT PERFORMANCE AT COM 

Judy Bevers, Mainland Comet Reporter, Enjoyed Her Interview 

A IL hough W<' could write for
ever on the themes and philoso
phies which Don sang, we wish 
only to arouse your interest in 

Ralph Nadar 

of congressional members. 
Nadar's presentation will 

launch the fourth year of the 
COM's Great Issues Lecture 
Series. During its short life span, 
the series has attracted approxi
mately 16,000 people to hear 
such nationally-known figures as 
David Brinkley, Senator Edward 
Muskie, Senator Barry Gold
water, Dan Rather and many 
others. 

"COM has a strong commit
ment to presenting outstanding 
speakers on a wide spectrum of 
subjects and viewpoints,'' Smith 
explained. "We feel that citizens 
must be well-informed about 
critical issues if our democratic 
system is to function success
fully." 

Further information regarding 
the lecture series may be obtain
ed by calling 938-1211, Ext. 296. 

this up coming local musician so 
that the next time he comes to 
play for uc;, he will know by the 
size of our audience that we 

appreciate him and his music. 
And lo all our old faithfuls who 

came, keep on rockin' and don't 
desert! 

UH Opens New Campus 
College of Mainland students 

will have to wait for awhile but 1t 
is going to be worth it. The 
University of Houston at Clear 
Lake will be completed in 1975, 
according to information given at 
the recent COM board meeting. 

To make it possible for COM 
students to enter the Clear Lake 
branch. the university will be run 
parall<'l lo COM. making the 
transition from COM to Univer
sity of Houston an easy process. 

Board trustees also discussed 
and approved a plan for a more 
Oexible contract, recommended 
by President Dr. Fred Taylor, 
for obtaining teachers for periods 
of less than nine months. The 
theory behind this new concept 
will be of benefit to the students 
by more thorough development 
of course documents, etc. 

In other business, President 
Taylor explained the budgetary 
revisions necessary because of 
the college assuming operations 
of the College Center snack bar. 
Snack bar operations were as
sumed at the beginning of the 
summer under Robert Smith, 
director of student lire at the 
College Center. Snack bar oper
ations last year wt•re contracted 
out to 8ervomation Inc. of 
Houston. 

A committee was appointed 
consisting of Jerome McAllisH•r, 
Bill Blaniken, and John C'ox to 
study the effectiveness of the 
learning process at COM. both in 
the curriculum offered and how 
we can continue to e\'alu,1tt• thl' 
effectiveness of edueat ion at 
(;QM. 

1t• • ........ ..................... ..., 

~ Coming Events~ 
-·····························-

The Sam HouMon Sampll•r 1s 
to be during the Wl'l'k nf (kt. 2:! 
from 8 a.m. til 10 p.m. in thl· 
College Centrr for all you history 
buffs. Then• is no admission ft•t• 
and lh<' publk is invill'O. 

Thl'rt' is goi n){ to ht• a 
sandwich tht•atl•r. ":\ Thurht•r 
Carnival" on (ktoht•r :!:!. at 7::10 
p .. Evl•ryom• is in\ itl'cl and tht• 
ti<-kels an• onl\' $2.00 hut dut• 1,, 
tht• seatin){ li~1itatinns only 1-tll 
an• lo ht• snlcl. So h urr\' and i:-t•t 
your t i(·kt•ts. · 

Thl•rt• is tn hl• a l'OFFEE 
IIOllSE on (ktolwr 11' al i:, p.m. 
in lhl• C'ollt'g-t• t't•nt,•r. Bill and 
LUl'illl• Cadt• art• ;1 m;,rri,·d n1uplt• 
from Houston who ,ing- twatui 
fully ancl ha\l' pla_, l'd in ll11u,.,ton, 
Hoston. l 'onm•rt u·ul and '.\t•w 
York. 
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Editorials. • • 

Uninf armed Americans 
One of the major problems talked about in the Unitod States 

today is the fact that the public is being frequently 
MISINFORMED as to how certain political matters take place. 
Moreoften, however, the public is totally UNINFORMED! 

For instance, when Ms. Sissy Farenthold came to College of the 
Mainland recently to inform the citizens on important aspects of 
revenue sharing, her lecture was very poorly attended. Therefore, 
the uninformed were still uninformed! 

When various College of the Mainland students and Mainland 
residents were asked as to why they were not interested in 
hearing Ms. Farenthold's speech they simply replied, "I had no 
idea that she was even coming to the college." Again another 
case of the public being uninformed! 

Because of uninformativeness plus a great lack of interest in 
today's vital problems, it would not be surprising if we Americans 
would wake on some "tomorrow" with absolutely no democratic 
powers over our established government! 

Mainland Comet 

DON THORNTON'S WORK NOW ON EXHIBIT 
Art Gallery Season Opened With Staff Member 

Unique Lifestyle 

October 16, 1973 

Thornton 
E xhi bit s 

Art 
The Gallery Season of College 

of the Mainland was opened 
recently with an Art Show by 
one of COM's own artists, Don 
Thornton, who recently joined 
the staff. The show in the Fine 
Arts Gallery will continue 
through Nov. IO, from 2 to 5 p.m. 

Thornton has exhibited in 
countless one-man exhibitions in 
Louisiana, his home state. In 
1968, he was one of 20 sculptors 
throughout the South to exhibit 
at a special biennial exhibition at 
the Isaac Delgado Museum of 
Art in New Orleans. 

The present exhibit will attest 
to Thornton's versatility with a 
varied offering of art media 
ranging from sculptures of sea 
creatures to portraits in bas-re
lief, wood carvings, and water 
colors. 

Young and old Americans alike should take it upon themselves 
to become more informed on today's issues. 

AMERICA IS YOUR BELOVED HOMELAND - ISN'T IT! 

COM 
Sandwich STUDENT 

SPOTLIGHT UNICEF Projects Inspire 
Participation By Youth 

Theater 
Opens 

By Regina List 
Staff Writer 

Do you know that there is 
more good accomplished by the 
youth of this country than they 
ever receive credit for? UNICEF 
is a yearly l'oncern of America's 
youth to improv(• the quality of 
the lh e.9 ur t·h1 :lren. 

"A Thurber Carnival," the 
New York revue hit in which the 

jects which can be done for wit and fun of the late James 
credit. College and high school Thurber's famous cartoons and 
volunteers are needed through- stories are brought to life on the 
out the year (especially in the stage, will be presented at 
fall) to create and preform plays College of the Mainland College 
and puppet shows; speak to Center on October 22 at 7:30 p.m. 
youth groups; run film pro- The presentation is the first 
grams; and chaperone Trick or offering in COM's Sandwich 
Treat Theaters. They are needed Theatre and will feature the 

Over 3.5 m1l1tun yo-un--pt:- p 
from kindergarteR through col 
lege participate in a onrc 11 year 
program - a UNICEF Hallow
een. Over three and a half 
million, this never makes the 
headlines, but their efforts have 
saved children from malnutri
tion, saved the eyes of tracoma 
victims in India, and mothers 
who have received prenatal care 
in Kenya, but thanks to youth 
this aid will be received. 

o help America's children learn Alp~a-Omega Players, a national 
cbout ht'c~«- of ~l~in--.:&4:=~-J:&::4Mo&::l.w:,1t..=,J:QDl.MJtlL---. 

UNICEF exists only because 
of nearly one billion children who 
live in the world's developing 
countries. Children must be 
protected against the threat of 
poverty, disease, and want, 
matters which they cannot con
trol. UNICEF accomplishes this 
- food, health care, education, 
and love. If we help them achieve 
a better life, we shall help to 
build a more hopeful world. 

WHAT IS Ul\lCEF? UNICEF 
is the United Nation's Children's 
Fund, whose main concern is the 
health and well being of the 
children in 111 nations of the 
world. UNICEF projects include 
health centers in Iran, day care 
centers in Tanzania, clean-water 
well digging in India and Bangla
desh, educational programs in 
Peru - with an annual budget or 
only $81 million. (Compare this 
with the over $200 billion a year 
spent by the world for military 
purposes!!) UNICEF does not 
just walk into a country - the 
government must request its 
help, with each government 
more than matching the aid 
UNICEF gives. (None of the 
major powers request aid, rather 
they are donors). Over 138 
nations contribute to UNICEF on 
a voluntary basis. 

Do you need an idea for 
community involvement? Check 
with your instructor about pro-

developing 1·011ntries and about which has the distinction of 
what they can do to help. staging more performances an-
Volunteers are needed for year- nually than any other similar 
round involvement in campus group in the country. 
activities, block parties, fest- Tickets are $2.00 (including a 
ivals, spring flings ... the list is meal) and arc now on sale in the 
endless. A wide assortment of College Center office. Due to a 
materials - including art re- limited seating capacity, only 140 
prints, photographs, and posters tickets will be available on a 
- arc available for creative first-come, first-serve basis. 
educational projects. When "A Thurber carnival" 

Perhaps Gabriela Minstral, was first staged on Broadway in 
Nobel Prize-winning poet from 1960, it aroused a rapturous 
Chile, summed it all up best enthusiasm unmatched since the 
when he wrote - "We are guilty opening of "My Fair Lady" four 
of many errors and many faults, years earlier. LIFE MAGAZINE 
but our worst crime is abandon- was prompted to bestow on 
ing the children, neglecting the author Thurber the accolade of 
fountain of life. Many of the "The greatest working humorist 
things we need can wait. The of our day." Critic Brooks 
child cannot. Right now is the Atkinson, in the NEW YORK 
time his bones are being made, TIMES, wrote of "A Thurber 
and his senses are being devel- Carnival" that it is "the freshest, 
oped. To him we cannot answer funniest show of the year"; critic 
'Tomorrow'. His name is 'Today'. Walter Kerr, of the NEW YORK 

COM Enrollment Up 
HERALD TRIBUNE, called it "a 
sheer delight"; and all other 
critics unanimously took the 
same laudatory tone. 

DONNA ROBINSON 

By Dan Thompson 
Asst. Managing Editor 

A conversation with Donna 
Robinson gives one the impres
sion that if her personality were 
delved into deeply enough, the 
reincarnation of Superwoman 
might be discovered. In a recent 
interview, this warm, earthy 
woman revealed much insight 
into her lifestyle, thoughts, and 
goals. 

A communications major at 
College of the Mainland, she is 
very interested in audio-visual 
production and is considering the 
educational field pertaining to 
the media. Fascinated with the 
sociopsychological aspects in 
producing educational AVs, she 
would specifically like to do work The Jatest enrollment count at 

College of the Mainland revealed 
a last-minute increase to 1602 
students, a 3½ per cent increase 
over last year's figures. 

"We're delighted at the in
crease, especially in view of the 
fact that the trend at colleges 
throughout the country has been 
down," commented Dr. Fred A. 
Taylor, president of COM. 

Movie Orgy Is Nostalgic 

The increase was registered 
' when a count was taken on the 
12th class day, which is a 
traditional benchmark for all 
junior colleges in Texas. 

Dr. Taylor attributed the 
increase over previously-report
ed figures to the fact that many 
of the continuous enrollment 
courses attracted students after 
the official registration period 
was concluded. 

By Garry Rogers 

The recent Movie Orgy that 
the Entertainment Committee 
sponsored was a fine example of 
nostalgia, both very old and 
kinda new. The W.C. Fields and 
Three Stooges flicks showed the 
enduring quality of slapstick 
comedy. They don't make com
edians like that anymore. I feel 
that everyone had some good 
laughs from our childhoods while 
watching the cartoons. Everyone 
can stilJ laugh at Roadrunner, 
Porky Pig, and Yogi Bear. These 

short flicks kept the action light 
to prepare for a real tear jerking 
suspense movie, Abandon Ship, 
starring that great of the silver 
screen star, Tyrone Power. De
finitely a must for any of you 
guys looking for a new come on 
with the girls. 

All in all the orgy was a good 
chance to laugh and be with your 
friends, just having a good time. 
So if you missed this one make it 
a point not to miss the next one. 
Bring a friend and a pillow and 
settle down for a good night at 
the movies. 

in the area of Transactional 
Analysis (the rm OK You're OK 
method of psycho-therapy.) Very 
cosmically aware, she sees the 
medium of film as a good way to 
communicate with and enlighten 
othrs. As she puts it, "to help 
people understand themselves is 
the key to understanding 
others". 

Along with her job in non-print 
media at LRC, being mother to 
five children (yes five!), not to 
mention classes, she makes time 
for various outside activities. As 
a head advisor for the Christian 
Youth Organization, she 
attemp~ to t~eMeadffs~ ~--... 
responsibility to young people -
the ideal purpose being to 
impress the importance of relat-
ing to and sltaring with, people. 
Moving to Hitchcock from Chi-
cago, she was practically brand-
ed a heretic when she began to 
instigate folk masses in her 
church. An accomplished guitar-
ist, she overcame small town 
static and now participates in a 
folk group named Full Circle. 
Although she's into all music, she 
identifies with folk, finding it 
soulful and its content meaning-
ful. She is a bike rider, is very 
nutrition concious, or more aptly, 
a health food freak, and practices 
yoga along with the meditative 
process. 

Donna is very ecology minded 
and is a member of the ecology 
club here at COM. Part of her 
summer was involved in painting 
the LOVE-EARTH signs on the 
recycling recepticles. She's 
pleased that people are becoming 
more "aware", for she feels that 
there is a need for a person to 
person relationship among the 
masses. As a step toward this, 
one of her goals is to instigate a 
TA encounter group here at 
COM. When asked if there was 
anything she would like to get 
across to people, without hesita
tion she answered, "Life is short 
- love one another". 
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BEAUTY IN ACTION 

Rock Around 

There's no doubt about it -
Riverside plays some mean Rock 
and Roll. The group, performing 
for a dance at the student center, 
performed the music of various 
artists but the theme was 
definitely hot rock. Overcoming 
minor technical problems and an 
appreciative but non-participat
ing audience, it wasn't long 
before the place was infectea 
with the rocking pneumonia, and 
the people who were gathered 
together in the student center 
began to boogie! 

The repertoire of the our 
musicians from Austin ran the 
gamut from Chuck Berry to the 
Allman Brothers and according 
to one of COM's freakier alumni, 

.The Clock 
"they even made Jethro Tull 
sound like rock and roll". Sched
uled to end at 11:30, Riverside 
played until past midnight. Poll
ing the audience to determine 
the selection of the last set, the 
cry of boogie was unanimous and 
they ended with a twenty minute 
rendition of Savoy Brown that 
had everyone, partner or no 
partner, on their feet rocking to 
the music. The event was a night 
of Raunch and Roll like COM has 
never seen and will not soon 
forget. 

The entertainment committee 
is tentively scheduling a dance to 
take place around Christmas. If 
you missed the last one - don't 
miss the next one. 

Financial Aides Meet 
Gene Miller of the U.S. Office 

of Ed_ucation in Dallas was one of 
the key speakers at a meeting of 
Financial Aid Administrators in 
the South Texas area held 
recently at College of the Main
land. 

"Financial aid to college stu
dents is an ever-growing, chang
ing and dynamic aspect of higher 
education", Miller stated. "It 
would be a tremendous advan
tage to discuss legislative 
changes in Federal programs, as 
well as new programs, with 
representatives from many 
schools rather than on a one-to
one basis." 

One of the new programs 
discussed was the Basic Educa
tional Opportunity Grant, which 
provides up to one-half of the 
cost of college attendance for 
students whose parents are not 
able to meet educational costs. 
These funds are available to stu
dents who were not registered in 
colleges prior to July 1 of this 
year and are now full-time 
students. 

Applications for these grants 
are available at COM's Financial 
Aid office. 

The institutions represented 
were University of Houston, 
University of St. Thomas, Gulf 

Coast Bible College, Brazosport 
College, Lamar University, 
Houston Baptist College, Domin
ican College, Galveston College, 
South Texas Junior College, Sam 
Houston State University, Alvin 
Junior Colli>ge, Baylor College of 
Medicine, San Jacinto College, 
University of Houston at Clear 
Lake City, Texas Maritime A
cademy, Texas Southern, Whar
ton Junior College, and College 
of t he Mainland. 

St. Thomas Staff 
Visits Facilities 

Staff members of St. Thomas 
High School, Houston, recently 
visited College of the Mainland to 
gather ideas and information on 
its Learning Resources Center. 

"St. Thomas is now in the 
process of building a new high 
school and the staff members 
wanted to see a multi-media, 
innovative library in operation 
which they could use as a broad 
model," explained Don Bass, 
chairman of the Division of 
Humanities. 

Bass added that word about 
COM's unique LRC has spread 
and visits from interested pro
fessionals have increased during 
the past year. 

Main land Comet 

FREE!! 
Ski Show 

Ski and travel buffs - want a 
free world of fun! 

On Monday, October 22, the 
Houston Post will open the first 
of their new Travel Fairs, a new 
travel format which has evolved 
from 14 years of successful travel 
shows. 

On Monday, from 1 to 10 p.m. 
visitors to the Astroworld Hotel 
Grand Ballroom will find winter 
travel' and ski information, free 
wine tasting, live entertainment, 
ski demonstrations, continuous 
films, and give-aways. 

In addition, Kodak and Galler
ia's That Photo Place will present 
a multi-media segment of slide 
and picture-taking hints for 
camera buffs. And guests wiJJ 
find ski and travel information 
from Braniff, Continental, Texas 
International, Scandinavian Air
line, and Alitalia. Reservations 
can be confirmed at the Fair. 

Also, Sakowitz of Houston 
highlights the evening program 
with fashions and furs for a 
complete winter vacation to the 
slopes, firesides, and discothe
ques. 

For ski enthusiasts, Locked-In 
Sports Shop brings an afternoon 
showing of ski togs, Obermyer 
and Aspen Skiwear, and boots, 
poles, and binding accessories. 
Hourly ski demonstrations by Ed 
Williams on a ski ramp will also 
occur. 

Lib-ers W"ln 
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The Intramural Programs fut 
Student Activities have been 
very slow getting started. We 
know that every student in the 
games room has played a game of 
pool. About a month ago Leroy 
August, head of Intramural 
Programs, sponsored a pool 
tournament for men and women. 
Three-fourths of the players 
(men) were Black and the 
women's trophies are still sitting 
on the desk because the young 
ladies did not participate. 

For further information about 
when entries are opened and 
closed, contact Intramural Office, 
Room 216, or call Ext. 412 or 413, 
College Center. 

What it boils down to is 
students are payjng activity fees, 

By James Gilmore 
Sports Editor 

but are not participating in 
activities. 

Let's get with it! A list of 
Intramural programs is shown 
below - which ones are you 
goin~ to enter? 

Pool ....... .... ..... . . . Oct. 11 
Table Tennis ........ .. . Oct.18 
Bowling . ............... Oct. 25 
Badminton ............. Oct. 18 
Basketball ............. Nov. 6 
Pool . ........ ..... . ... Nov.8 
Poetry ................ Nov. 13 
Table Tennis .... . ...... Nov. 15 
Racquetball ..... . ...... Nov. 19 
Essay ...... . .......... Nov. 'l:1 
Archery .......... . .... Dec. 3 
Art ... .. .. . ...... .... . Dec. 3 
Photo ..... . ........... Dec. 4 
Pool ................... Dec. 6 
Table Tennis ... . ....... J\ec. 13 

Trike Race Draws Large Crowd 
Attendance was tremendous!!! 

We knew you had it in you, COM 
students. Be&ldes a sabotaged 
t rike or two and a few bottom
heavy jockies, things were rollin' 
along fine. 

Congratulations are in order 
for William T. Long, Patricia 
Haire, and Diane McCollum, 
members of the winning team, 
the Libers. For their efforts they 
each received a blue ribbon they 
can cherish forever. 

The nursing association team 

of Susan Graham, Suzanne Dam
iani, and Michelle Remmers 
placed second. 

Deepest sympathy from the 
student body is extended to the 
Film Rollers Fred Zimmerman, 
Jerry Anderson, and Marilyn 
Turner from Non-Print Media 
Department who even with their 
devoted pit crew (Walter Kes
sler, Phil Johnson, and Duke 
Drewry) managed to come in last 
and receive free hamburgers. 
(Would you rather have had a 
blue ribbon?) 

Long, of the winning team, had 
the following comment about t his 
fantastical race, "The :.uccess 
was not in winning, but in the 
fact that so many COM people 
were there laughing, clapping 
hands, and relating with one 
another in a constructive way." 
Thank you, Bass! 

The only side effect evidenced 
now is a rumor that we will soon 
challenge Alvin Junior College to 
a trike race. So, good luck, and 
keep on rollin'. 

TRIKE RACE WINNERS, THE LIBBERS, WERE ALL SMILES 
From Left, Patricia Haire, Bill Long, Diane McCollum 



....._,._ 
KAREN ATKINSON KNOWS HOW TO MAKE FRIENDS 

COM Ducks Afford Pleasure To Viewer 

Overcrowding Plagues 
College's Lake Eckerd 

Lake Eckerd is overcrowded; 
with ducks that is! 

Originally. eleven ducks were 
contributed bv Bernard Levin of 
Texas City fn memory of the 
eleven Israeli athletes killed in 
the :\1unich Olympics by a group 
of Palestine terrorists. 

Le,·in. on a family trip to 
Dallas. had gazed at the ducks in 
Turtle Creek. After his return to 
TC the memory lingered on. 
Immediately. he thought of add
ing a few ducks to the college 
scenery. He went to Blanch 
Woolridge and purchased the 
fledglings. The ducks, Levin felt. 
would beautify the College of the 
:\lainlund campus. 

A total of 36 ducks now occupy 
the pond with about 30 more on 
the way. This has created a dual 
proble~ - crowding and feed
ing. The increased number of 
ducks has caused a shortage of 
bread crusts. "As it is now. we're 
running out of crusts and feeding 
is becoming an expensive propo
sition," stated Karen Atkinson, 
Program Advisor for Student 
Life at COM. 

To alieviate the increasing 
problem, an adoption agency has 
been set up. Anyone in the 
community who has a pond and 
desires a few ducks should 
contact Ms. Atkinson at 938-
1211, ext. 410. 

TEACHER PROF I LE• • 
P..oy Rhame. College of the 

:\'tainland's newly-appointed bi
ology instructor, has a special 
feeling for the Brazos River, 
having spent a large part of his 
professional life studying its 
exotic flora and fauna below 
Possum Kingdom Darn. 

In fact. Rhame·s doctoral dis
sertation from North Texas 
State. Cniversity at Denton is 
titled: "Life History and Ecology 
of Three Species of Hydro
psychidae of the Brazos River, 
Texas," not to mention an article 
on "Spring Food Habits of the 
Hellwammite CORYDALUE 
COR'.'it.:Tl.:S in the Brazos River, 
Texas" written in conjunction 
with two other biologists. He did 
go afield recently with an article 
now in preparation on "Zoogeo
graphical Distribution of Stone
flies of the Western Gulf Coast 
Pia.ins." 

But his first love, he hastens to 
add. is conveying his enthusiasm 
for nature's works in the class
room. 

Rhame began his teaching 
cart•er in 1958 as a biology. 
eh<·mistry and physics teacher at 
Lake Charles High School, Lake 
Charlt-s. La. In addition. he 
s1:r\'ed as a classroom supervisor 
of student teachers at Mc Neese 
Statt' Cniversity. During the 
surnrnl•rs 1966-1970. he worked 
in tht- Louisiana Gifted Children 
Prowam. later becoming Chair
man of th1: Science Department 
and Assotiat<• Program Director. 

Rharnt' entered the do<'toral 
prowam al .'.'forth Texas State 
l'ni\'t•rsitv in 1970 lhe reteived 
his MS f~om the University of 
Mississippi in 1962). During this 

Roy Rhame 

time. he taught botany and 
biology courses as a Graduate 
Teaching Fellow. doing exten
sive field research work as a 
trainee under a grant from EPA. 

"One of my most satisfying 
professional experiences was 
working on an Ecological Impact 
Study for The Aubrey Reserve 
for the Corps of Engineers," he 
commented. He was also a 
graduate research assistant on a 
study of the Brazos River below 
Possum Kingdom Dam. 

Rhame belongs to the Amer
ican Institute of Biological Sci
ences and The Entomological 
So<'iety of America and a half
do1.en other education groups. 

His spare time is devoted to 
his hobbies of hunting and fishing 
and gardening, as well as to his 
family. His wife Alice is an 
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~C /ass if i ed Ads~ ._ •.....•.••..•••••..•..••...••... 
: { There is no charge for Classi-: 
:tied Ads - Give them to In-: 
:formation Desk) : . . 
:RIDE WANTED - Would like~ 
:a ride to Texas City on: 
:Tuesday and Thursday nights: 
:at 8:30. Call 945-9263 on: 
:weekends; weekdays, call 765-: 
:1536. Ask fol Janie. • 
: * * * • 
:MEETING ROOM AVAILABLE: 
: _ Small meetings can be: 
:scheduled in the COM Art: 
:Gallery. Phone available. Call: 
:carol Veth at 431 for informa-: 
:tion. : . . * * • • 
~FOR SALE Wheelchair,: 
:Everst & Jennings, Inc. brand,: 
:rubber tires, all aluminum : 
:used very little, cost $325 new'.: 
:will sell for $150. Call: 
:935-3041 . : 

:LETTERS WANTED Your: 
:newspaper, MAINLAND: . . 
:COMET, would like to have• 
:"Letters to the Editor" of no: 
:more than 200 words. Letters: 
:must be signed but only initials: 
:will be used in paper. Put in: 
:envelope {or staple together): 
:and give to information desk in: 
:College Center for publication: 
:mailbox. : 
: 4 * * : 
:This is available free space tor: 
:vouR classified Ad. How: 
:about selling those used: 
: books, out-grown bicycles, : 
:extra car you don't need (or: 
:can't afford), clothing, or: 
!anything you don't want or: 
:can't use. This is the place - : 
:advertise. : 
~--······························ 

* • * 
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CULTURE 
CORNER 

BOOKS 
SO SLOW THE DAWNING by 
Inge Trachtenberg. W.W. Nor
ton Co., Inc., 1973. S6.95. 249 
pages. 

For the first time, a suspense
ful novel has been written about 
HOW what happened to the 
Jews under the Hitler regime 
happened. From the lofty and 
distant view outside of Germany, 
Americans and the rest of the 
world have asked the question, 
"Why didn't the Jews flee 
Germany. Why did they stand 
like stupid sheep and be led to 
the slaughter'?" 

In SO SLOW THE DAWNING 
(published by W.W. Norton & 
Co., Inc., $6.95) Inge Trachten
berg has written a story that will 
envelop the reader into the daily 
living of Jews in Germany during 
the rise of Hitler and the early 
years of Na?.isrn. With a finesse 
so seldom found in novels today, 
the author pulls the reader into 
the lives of the Westheimer 
family and their friends. 

The tale is told by Ellen. the 
youngest daughter of the West
heimers who do not even con
sider themselves as Jews but 
rather as Germans. Even Ellen's 
blonde hair lends support to the 
matter-of-fact nationality held by 
the family and strengthened by 
the Aryan-looking father and 
mother who have strayed far 
from the faith. 

Tht' tl•rror that was to become 
lht• life of the German Jew began 
with a light touch. The children 
were not allowed to attt•nd public 
schools and universities . But 
tht•n t hl'r<' wt•re oth<•r st:hools. 

to make final arrangements in 
various countries. 

What the Jews needed in the 
latter part of the 1930's was out! 
As Ellen asked her father, "Are 
we out?" 

The edicts that changed the 
lives of the Jews in Germany did 
not come with great thundering 
voices of doom. but rather with 
only a subtle whispering of 
coldness that crept upon the 
Jews. 

SO SLOW THE DAWNING is 
a new story. The author has not 
retold the story of the rousting of 
people, huddling them together 
in cattle cars, and exterminating 
them in gas ovens. That story 
has been told many times. 
Instead, the author expertly 
answrrs the question of why the 
Jt•ws lrt themselves suffer such a 
fate. 

With deftness and mounting 
suspense. Mrs. Trachtenberg 
shows. the reader what can 
h;ippt•n in a country while people 
live thl'ir daily lives. Awareness 
rornt•s slowly brcause people are 
too busy with their own personal 
problt•ms. lovt•s. joys, and sor
rows. This is what happened to 
lht• J c•ws in Gt•rmany. But 
awart•nt•ss coml's - evt•ntually. 

By June Angerstein 

MUSIC 
THE DARK SIDE OF THE 
MOON, Pink Floyd, Harvest, 
SMAS 11163 

----~-~~WiTh lli°e slighlt•sl prt'ssure the 

Actually. whatt•vt•r I say about 
this album t·,1n only bt• somewhat 
anlit-lirnatic aftt•r its meteoric 
rist• to No. 1 on tht• album charts 
during most of last surnrnl'r. At 
prc•ss timt•, it's still No. 10. and 
tlrert' i!, no qurstton about who is 
king of spat·t• rock. 

• • • • 
Educational Diagnostician for 
the Texas City School District; 
his daughter, Kari. a senior at 
Texas City High School; his son. 
James. a sophomore at Texas 
City High School. and Bill, an 8th 
grader at Blocker Junior High. 

At present. Rhame is looking 
forward to receiving his doctoral 
degree sometime in October with 
a specialization in Aquatic-Ecol
ogy. He also has some exciting 
plans for work with his students 
in COM's well-equipped biology 
facilities. 

"It's great to be back in the 
classroom again - and especially 
in an institution that is as 
student-oriented as College of 
the Mainland," he declared. 

~COM~ 

Bookstore 

rt Sale!! 1 
albu1ns 

NOW ONl. '/ 

.99 

fingc•r of forn• prt•ssed down on 
lht• Jc•w. Passports wt•re cancel
led, shops were closed, the 
numbt"r and types of places open 
to Jews became less and less. 
Some Jews began thinking it 
might be wise to leave their 
homeland. 

But fear did not come over
night. Life went on pretty much 
as usual. Of course. changes 
became necessary but soon the 
changes became a way of life. At 
first there were no mass arrest. 
no cattle cars filled with people 
destined for death. True. here 
and there. someone would disap
pear but then most of them came 
back. Later, friends began to 
notice they did not come back. 
More Jews began to think of 
leaving German. 

Leaving Germany was not so 
easy. Not because the Nazi 
officials wouldn't let them go. 
The Nazi party wanted they all 
to be gone. The problem was 
where to go. Who would let them 
in? Quotas on immigration held 
most of the Jews in Germany; 
out of other countries. 

When the Westheimers de
cided they had better leave 
Germany and even after a 
relative vouched for them, they 
had a two year wait until their 
quota number came up. It was 
almost too late for the father. For 
most German Jews it was too 
late. The Nazi regime grew tired 
of waiting for them to leave. 

Reading this book, I couldn't 
help but wonder if the relaxation 
of quotas by other free countries, 
including the United States, 
might not have saved the major
ity of the millions murdered in 
the gas ovens. At least, camps 
could have been set up in other 
countries to allow the Jews time 

This is, of course. a concept 
album. Pink Floyd is a concept 
!{'roup - just about everything 
lht•y havl' done, evt•n their 
surnrnt•r TV appearance on PBS 
flows togc•lht•r in one piece. The 
only c•xcl'ptions might be their 
l'arly stuff, like "Saucerfull of 
S<•c-n•ts", but that was pretty 
spact•y for its time. We've been 
lo tht· moon sinc-e then, which 
brings us to the "Dark Side'". 

This is the slate of the art in 
slick rock with engineer Alan 
Parsons having mixed every
thing into a well orchestrated 
sum. Unusual for Pink Floyd, 
however, is Clare Torry and her 
screaming minor key vocal on 
"That Great Gig in the Sky". This 
whole album is minor key. with 
even the lyrics carrying a 
pervasive pessimism about 
everything. Like, for example, 
this from "Breathe": 

Run. rabbit run 
Dig that hole. forget the sun, 
And when at last the work is 

done · 
Don't s it down it's time to dig 

another one 
For long you live and high you fly 
But only if you ride the tide 
And balanced on the biggest 

wave 
You race toward an early grave. 

The sound effects carry you off 
on the chase around the world in 
pursuit of the evils of money 
(another cut on the album), 
drenched in the fantasy world of 
power that eorrupts. There's no 
energy crisis on this album. The 
entire album is well orchestrated 
and ultraslick, which makes this 
one of Floyd's best. 

By Francis Martin 
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Dedication And Talent Combined by Performers 
By Dan Thompson 

Asst. Managing Editor 

The Coffee House is scheduled 
to begin i~ a few minutes and Bill 
and Lucille Cade are quickly but 
carefully setting up for their 
concert. They tune instruments, 
arrange a modicum of equipment 
and occasionally Lucille softly 
sings snatches and phrases of a 
particular song. They stop often 
to confer with an old friend who 
has come along to help and with 
new friends they've made min
utes before. 

Signaling that they are ready 
to start, the lights dim, and after 
an introductory rap they're hum
min' and strummin' a thoughtful 
song written by Bill Cade, 
inspired by the view from their 
kitchen window of uncut wild 
flowers entitled "Morning". 

Although city people, Bill and 
Lucille Cade, a husband and wife 
singing duo from Houston, are 
nevertheless the embodiment of 
down home country folk. Music
ally they're into a country folk 
bag singing harsh-tender tunes 
that smack of pineywoods and 
prarie. Their repertoire consists 
of well known songs, songs 
wri£ten by friends, and songs 
penned by Bill Cade himself (the 
writer in the family) footstompin' 
music like "Wabash Cannonball" 
a:1d "The Ballad of Ella Speed" 

(happiest murder ballad we've 

ever heard) that slows down for 
laments about "Colorado Gold" 
and "The Balloon Man" (both 
written by Bill). 

Where their heads are at is 
obviously indicative of the music 
they choose to perform. Both are 
peaceful people and their per
sonalities harmonize as well as 
their voices. That they enjoy 
what they do is evident when 
they explain that they "just like 
to pi<;k and sing alot" but their 
dedication shines through when 
Bill Cade admits "We're not out 
to cut anyone or anything. It's 
important to me for folks to just 
like the music, If you like our 
music, you'll like us". Bill and 
Lucille, 26 and 25 years old 
respectively, with one on the 
way, are slowly making them
selves known on the concert 
circuit. They play mainly college 
and club dates, recently per
forming with the Scruggs Re
view. At the moment however, 
90 per cent of their time is 
involved with getting their first 
album released before Christ
mas. 

For their set at the COM 
Coffee House, their music ranged 
from Carter ..FamiJy gospel to 
John Denvers' haunting "Berk
ely Woman"-a song that could 
easily describe Lucille Cade 
herself. 

A relaxed atmosphere per
meated the Student Center as 

Jeanne Hamm Named Winner In Art Exhibit 
Mrs. A. Jeanne Hamm, a top 

winner in the 1973 Galveston Art 
League exhibit, nurtured her 
familv to a state of self-sufficien
cy and then set out to achieve her 
goal - a degree in fine arts. 

Now a sophomore in College of 
the Mainland's Associate in Arts 
degree program, the attractive 
mother of two admits she's off to 
a late start, but then adds, with 
an impish smile, "Look at Van 
Gogh and Grandma Moses." 

While raising her family (her 
children a.re now in their early 
teens), she never doubted her 
goal. 

"It was only a matter of 
waiting for the right time as far 
as my family was concerned. As 
far back as I can remember, I 
never doubted that someday I 
would become an artist - and, 
hopefully, a good one," she 
explained. 

Mrs. Hamm began to work 
toward her B.A. in Fine Arts at 
the University of Maryland, then 
transferred to COM when the 
family moved to Bacliff. 

"Being a student at College of 
the Mainland is a very stimulat
ing experience. The students not 
only receive a great deal of 
encouragement and challenge 
from the instructors, but also 
from each other." 

She observed that at the 
University of Maryland, she felt 
she was "just a statistic in the 
Admissions office" while at COM, 
she noted: "I feel I'm an 

individpal who people care 
about." 

During her housewifely years, 
M.rs. Hamm managed to keep one 
hand in the art field with free 
lance assignments. One of the 
projects she enjoyed the most 
was designing a wordless sign 
system for the Chincoteaque 
National Wildlife Refuge in Vir
ginia, a we~ as illustrating its 
exhibits and brochures. 

Her winning entry in the 
Galveston Art League exhibit, 
now on display at the Rosenberg 
Library, is that of a sloop under 
sail in Galveston Bay. 

"Although we're not sailors
the only floating equipment we 
can claim is a canoe-I am very 
confident the set of the sails and 
the angle of the boat is correct," 
she declared, adding that she felt 
it also had an esthetically pleas
ing appearance. 

NORTH 
AMERICAN 

COMING 
SOON? 

BILL AND LUCILLE CADE PRESENT CONCERT 
Houston Pair Are " Home Country Folk" 

these "vagabond balladiers" (a 
tongue in cheek reference to 
themselves) with the slight hill
billj, tw .. ng- S'a.l)g ..,; T.:x,1s rnorn
ings and country roads, Lucille 
plays softly in the background to 
Bill's soulful raps about past 

experiences and inspiration for 
songs. 

Although they claim no ob
vious philosophy, as you listen to 
their music and their raps an 
impression . slowly formulates 
that here a.re two people who 

fiercely believe in the soil and the 
soul of which they sing. 

To paraphrase a line from one 
of their selections, "Sweet Mis
ery'', everyone hearing Bill and 
Lucille that night "found some 
happy". 

Name of "Comet" Has Meaning For College 

Mainland Comet, what an 
unusual name for a newspaper. 

Not really, when one considers 
the meaning of it. The name was 

By Regina List 
Feature Editor 

chosen by the newspaper staff 
after several hours of careful 
considei;ation of possible names. 
Members of the student body 

Another Side To Duck Story 
8y Regina List 
Feature Editor 

Somewhere in Galveston 
County a small child is weeping. 
Weeping over the disappearance 
of a small white duck named 
Chirpy. 

Chirpy, originally received as a 
gift, got too large to keep. So, 
believing Lake Eckerd to be a 
safe place, the family brought the 
duck to join the other at the 
College of the Mainland. 

Chirpy was leary of the pond 
because it was not like her old 
home. But after a great deal of 
coaxing, she stayed. 

Later, that same day, the 
family returned to the lake just 
"to see if she was okay". Chirpy 
had found companionship with 
another duck and all was well. 

Weekly visits became a reg
ular routine with the family. 
However, on a recent visit 
Chirpy could not be found and 
several of the other ducks were 
also missing. 

"Where is Chirpy?" the small 
child pleaded. "She would not 
just run away!" 

Chirpy is only one example of 
the many ducks that have 
recently been given away due to 
over-crowding. 

Thirty-six ducks on<;e occupied 
Lake Eckerd, eleven of which 
were originally given by Bernard 
Levin; seven were later born on 
the lake's shore, 18 came from 
other individuals who felt the 
lake looked nice with ducks. 

No one seemed to mind the 
ducks' presence; in fact, they 
were a pleasing sight. Food did 
not seem to be a problem either 
since ducks eat, besides bread, a 
wide variety ot natural sub
stances including gi:ass roots, 
water plants, seeds of all types, 
small nuts, berries, grain, in
sects, and small water creatures. 
Any COM student who visits the 
campus at night probably sees 
the ducks roaming the parking 
lot and field areas eating bugs 
and gi:ass. Meanwhile, day stu
dents and v,isitors can often be 
seen feeding the ducks bread 
crusts, calling each duck by 
name. 

But now the number of ducks 
has been lowered to ease the 
"feeding problems" (apparently a 
shortage of natural food now 
exists!). No one (or duck) was 
hurt in the transfer since all the 
fledglings were given good 
homes. No one except those who 
now miss the ducks! 

were asked for their choices. 
Mainland, of course, was taken 

from the name of the college, but, 
it also helps distinguish this 
campus from others in the 
immediate area. 

Comets posed a more difficult 
problem. Of all those polled, a 
rare minority even included 
Comets in their name choice. 
Many members of the student 
body do not realize that this 
institution has a mascot, or a 
team for that matter. No one 
associates Comets with basket
ball; no one except the teams. 

The name Comets was chosen 
about five years ago when the 
College of the Mainland opened 
at the old Booker T. Washington 
campus in Texas City, according 
to Kathryn Faulk, secretary to 
the Dean of Personnel Services. 
Members of the original faculty 
held a meeting in order to decide 
on a name, slogan, and mascot. 
During the ensuing discussion 
many ideas were discussed. The 
present slogan - "Humanhood 
Through Brotherhood" - origin
ated at this meeting. 

Topics sucn as "shooting for 
the stars" were kicked around. 
Finally, someone suggested us
ing the initials - COM - and the 
"-ets" seemed to be a logical 
addition. COMets stuck; it fit 
with the basic goals and ideas 
and used the college initials. 

~················ .,. ............ -., 
~ Coming Events~ 
: See Page 2 : -····················· ..... ···-
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Editoria l s . 

Impeachment? 
Impeachment, we've all grown 

accustomed to that word. Ever 
since Watergate first broke 
people have been talking about 
impeaching t he president. Not 
until recently have the people in 
Washington had enough evi
dence to really start considering 
t,he impeachment of our presi
dent. This is a grave decision for 
the people of the United States 
to consider. Will it improve our 
government? Is it worth all the 
t ime and money to impeach 
Nixon for his crimes while in 
office? Impeachment is the ques• 
tion and the presidency is at 
stake, maybe even the United 
States as we know it now. 

The people for the impeach
ment of the president have 
gathered a formidable amount of 
evidence for their cause. They 
have the IT&T case. impounding 
of Federal funds, interfering 
with the due process of the law. 
and many more grounds for 
impeachment in the works. 

President Nixon's White 
House staff which he hand picked 
and either fired or accepted their 
resignations has done little for 
public opinion. Public opinion is 
important for a president. When 
he has the support of the masses 
he can succeed in accomplishing 
much good for the country. But, 
when he loses that support and 
the people are agains~ him, his 
power and ability to work is. 
greatly curtailed. This leads to 

Coming Events 
Nov. 4-10 - Poetry entries 
accepted for Poetry Contest. 

• 
Nov. 4-10 - Art Exhibit, Room 
120, College Cenler. 

• 
Nov. 6 - Movie, "Zepplin" and 
Road Runner Cartoon, Noon. and 
7 p.m. 

• 
Nov. 6 - Basketball Tour nament. 
Men and Women, 2 p.m 

• 
Nov. 7 - Basketball, Howard 
County (Home Game) 7:30 p.m. 

• 
Nov. 8 - Pool tournamPnt, men 
and women, 2 p.m. 

• 
Nov. 8 · Play, "The Day lhe Sky 
Went to School", 7 p.m. 

• 
Nov. 9 • Basketball Tournament, . 
Men and Women, 2 p.m. 

• 
Nov. 9 • Movie Orgy, 7 p.m. to 1 
a.m. 

Nov. 11-17 
Displayed. 

• 
Poetry Entries 

• 
Nov. 11-17 Japanese Texans 
Display, Room 120, College Cen
ter, free. 

• 
Nov. 13 Basketball Tourna-
ment, 2 p.m. 

• 
Nov. 13 • Coffeehouse, "Reh 
Smith", 8 p.m. 

• 
Nov. 14 • Virgil and Julie, 8 p.m .. 
COM Gymnasium, $2 adults, $1 
students Tickets now on sale. 

• 
Nov. 15 • Table Tennis Tourna-
ment, Men and Women, 2 p.m. 

• 
Nov. 15 - Basketball, Texas 
Southmost College, 7:30 p.m. 

• 
"Jov. 16. - Basketball Tourna-
m<·nt, Men and Women, 2 p.m. 

general chaos and at times even a 
major upheavel in the gover n
ment. 

In the case of Nixon this lack 
of support is complicated by the 
fact that public opinion is at an all 
time low for him and for his 
whole inner-circle of associates. 
It would seem than that he 
wouldn't be able to do anything. 
This is where he shows the 
ability that got him elected for 
two terms, for he is a man of 
great inner strength. Few gov
ernment officials, much less indi
viduals, could take the strain of 
what is happening in Washington 
today. Yet Nixon is fighting for 
his cause and at the same time 
keeping up with international 
events. 

The Mid-East situation is a 
good example of this. When it 
first broke out, he said that he 
planned on keeping America out 
of it. Russia took the initiative by 
sending supplies to the Egypt
ians and Syrians. Nixon only 
committed a small amount of our 
supplies to the Israelis. When 
Egypt asked for Russian and 
American troops to be sent in to 
police the cease-fire, Nixon re
fused to commit any of our 
troops. It can't be said that he 
fl1t out ignored the troop matter 
for he did put many troops on 
call, but. that seemed to be more 
a shw, of force than any 
preparation for war. If things 
had gone a little differently, we 
might have had another Viet 
Nam. That is a point to ponder. 

Impeaching a president is a 
seriou,. accusation and not to he 
taken liirhtly for there is a long 
c mrt hattle just to convict him. 
It is then up to Congress to say 

het her or not he will be 
r n 11ved from office. Look at 
ho• ,ong Watergate has been 
goil t on and how they're just 
now starting to hit pay dirt. Try 
and imagine how long the case 
v<'ould go if impeachment pro
~eedings were star ted. If this is 
what should be done, then let's 
begm for it will be a long battle 
at the expense of America and 
her people. Is there an alterna
tive? Can we find a satisfactory 
alternative to our dilemma? If 
you have any ideas or comments 
write your congressman and/or 
write your newspapers, includ
ing MAINLAND COMET. A 
letter to the editor is the fastest 
way to get your opinion to t he 
most people. 

Guest Speaker 
On November 15, 1973, 

Jerry W. Woodward will speak 
on "Land Subsidence". His pre
sentation will take place in the 
Teaching Auditorium at 8:00 
p.m. This speech is free and open 
to the public. 

Woodward was born in 
Port Arthur, Texas, in 1941 .and 
attended elementary and high 
school there. He graduated from 
Lamar University in Beaumont, 
in 1963, with a B.S. degree in 
civil engineering. 

Woodward has been employed 
with the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers Galveston District 
since his graduation. 

Upon his return Lo Galveston 
and the Coastal Studies Section, 
he was assigned as the Project 
Engineer for the Burnett, Crys
tal, and Scott Bays study in the 
Raytown area. 

Mainland Comet 

fine Arts Exhibit 
Shown At Center 

The 62nd Annual Texas Fine 
Arts Association Exhibit is being 
held at College of the Mainland's 
College Center through Nov. 9, 8 
a.m. to 10 p.m. 

The paintings, which repre
sent a fine cross-section of stypes 
and media, were selected for 
awards by distinguished art 
juries. 

One of t he jurors, Byron 
Burford, director of Graduste 
Painting at the University of 
Iowa, noted, "In years of paint
ing, exhibiting, teaching are, and 
judging shows, we have seldom 
encountered such an exciting 
body of work." 

Leland Austin, Briggs Lamar, 
and Charles Schorre are three 
well-known Houston artists 
whose paintings have been sel
ected for exhibit. 

The general public is invited to 
attend the exhibit, which is 
jointly supported by a grant from 
the Texas Commission on the 
Arts and Humanities. 

The College of the Mainland 
Astronomy Club has one regular 
meeting per month. Every Wed
nesday evening after dark, if the 
sky is clear there are at least two 
telescopes available for viewing. 
All members of the community 
are invited to take part. Notices 
of upcoming meetings will be 
sent to anyone requesting that 
their name be added to the 
mailing list. Ask for the Physics 
Learning Center (S148) when 
you arrive on campus. All 
activity starts from this area. 

The College of the Mainland 
chess Club meets every Friday 
afternoon in the College Center. 
All members of the community 
ani invited to participate. Begin· 
ners are especially welcome. 

Dr. Hubisz 
Awarded Grants 

Dr. john Hubisz, instructor of 
Physics at College of the Main
land, has been awarded two 
grants from the National Science 
Foundation for a new Chautau
qua - Type Short Courses Pro
gram to be offered by The 
American Association for the 
Advancement of Science during 
1973-74. 

The primary objective of the 
program is to make available to 
college instructors new know
ledge about their fields in such a 
way that the materials will be 
immediately useful in their 
classrooms. 

The program is patterned 
after The Chautauquas of the 
early 1900's in which lecture, 
musical and other cultural pro
grams moved in succession from 
community to community 
through a "circuit". In the NSF 
program, three citcuits have 
been established: central and 
western and eastern. Within 
each circuit, ·four Field Centers 
(participating universities) have 
been established for presentation 
of short courses. 

Dr. Hubisz attended the ses
sion at the University of Texas at 
Austin for the courses covered 
by his grant. On Oct. 25 and 26, 
he studied "Cosmology" under 
Dr. Remo Ruffini of Princeton 
university and on Dec. 6 and 7, 
he will stude "Physics for Tech
nical Education Programs." 
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Am Digs America 

STUDENT 
SPOTLIGHT 

.(,. 
AMIR SHAHMORAD 

Persian Student 

By Judy Bevers 
Entertainment Editor 

His name is Amir Hooshang 
Yazdan Shahmorad. He is from 
Persia (which is now Iran) and 
has lived in the United States for 
10 months. In case you are 
wondering who we're talking 
ab6u , he's the dude who watk:!' 
around this campus with the 
really freaky accent and answers 
to the name of Am. 

There are very few univer 
sities in Persia (not more than 
50). A lot of the overflow come to 
America to go to school (which is 
how Am got here). Am pointed 
out how the schools here were 
much easier even though there is 
the problem of textbooks written 
only in English . 

A freshman majoring in archi
tecture, Am is taking 20 hours 
this semester. He stumbled onto 
this college when he met Bas 
(Prof. Long) at a pizza parlor and 
decided a college with professors 
like that must be a pretty 
swinging college. He plans to join 
his brother at Texas A&M later 
on. 

At present, he is living with a 
friend named Fahard, who is also 
from Persia. Am likes America 
very much and especially likes 
the freedom every-one seems to 
enjoy here. He feels the people, 
especially in Texas, are ex
tremely friendly. 

There are many differences 
and similarities in Persia and 
America according to Am, Per
sians enjoy the same music we 
enjoy and like long hair and 
jeans. They do dress neater than 
us but that goes back to the issue 
of freedom again. 

"Life in Persia is very different 
for someone in the 13-25 year old 
age bracket than it is here", Am 
said. Their social life is very 
limited as compared to ours. It 
consists of parties with friends of 
the families and visiting rela
tives. There is a very strong tie 
between parent and child. The 
p~t s'!.eports the child at a mucn older agetfiann ere. ~a-e--~-, 
does not need a job or car while 
living at home. An example of 
the strong tie that exists be-
tween thl -n is the fact that Am 
(as much 'ls he likes America) 
could not Mnsider settling down 
here becau. e he could not leave 
his parents and relatives behind 
in Persia. 

We'd just like to say "We hope 
you have a nice visit here Am, 
and always feel welcome." 

Stagecraft Is Adde&. To Roster 
Beginning on Oct. 22, a new 

course was added to the roster at 
COM, Drama 132 or Stagecraft 
001.21. It is a combined offering 
of the Division of Humanities and 
General Adult Education Com
munity Services and is designed 
to provide drama enthusiasts 
with a good background know
ledge before going into courses 
directly related to acting. 

The course will emphasize 
make-up, lighting and sound 
effects, costuming, backstage 
management, house manage
ment, set construct.ion, cost 
efficiency and publicity. 

According to Don Bass, chair
man of the Humanities Division 
and Bob Handy, director of 
General Adult Education, the 
course is being offered for both 
credit and non-credit because 
there are a vast number of 
working adults who participate 
in Community Theatre produc
tions and want some formal 
training without enrolling in a 
credit class. At the same time, 
there are a few full-time students 
who would like Lo enroll in drama 
credit courses, but usually can
not find any offered because 

there is not a sufficient demand 
for them. 

"By combining these courses, 
costs can be shared and we can 
serve both full-time students and 
t he working adult population," 
Bass said. "Furthermore, we 
must hire an instructor with a 
master's degree to teach credit 
students," Bass added, "and by 
doing so, the non-credit students 
get the benefit of fully accredited 
instruction." 

Tuition for those enrolling for 
credit is $25.00; non-credit tui
tion, $5.00. Interested parties 
should contact the college Regis
trar's Office for enrollment in
formation, 938-1211, Ext 264. 
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By James Gilmore 
Sports Editor 

BASKETBALL BEGINS BOWLING TOURNAMENT 

PING PONG WINNERS- Winners of the ping pong tournament 
are, from left, Erin Applegate, 3rd place; Fred Knight, 2nd place; 
Darell Wayne Shelton, 1st place. - photo by Zanetta Burnett 

The Comets played Lee Col
lege in Brazosport recently. Last 
year, Lee Junior College won the 
Junior College Conference in 
Texas. Lee will have two players 
coming back this season. Lee 
ended the season with 25 wins 
and eight losses which is a 
beautiful record. 

The Intramural Bowling Tour
nament which was held Oct. 25, 
at Gray's Lanes showed 23 
participants. In the women's 
division, Brenda Hardy placed 
1st with a healt hy 143 average; 
Pamala More was 2nd with an 
average of 133, and Kim Darden 
finished 3rd, averaging 123. 

Finishing 4th, 5th and 6th 
were Johnnie Mae Lawrence, 
Alesia Hurst and Marsha Smith, 
respectively. Teache, Profile 

The Comets start the season 
:;;,?; •))) ) >) ),)>) •)>) •)))1 with a 6.1 and 6.2 guard and the 

~ • forwards, Edward Henson 6.4 

I 
who is a sure starter and Larry 

Prize-winning pianist Susan 
Smeltzer, is now the artist in 
residence here at College of the 
Mainland. Miss Smeltzer comes 
to our staff from Los Angeles, 
California. She studied in Vienna, 
Austria. She received a standing 
ovation a a concert given in 
Sapulpa, Oklahoma. This concert, 
marking a hometown return for 
the gifted pianist, was the 
opening presentation in the new 
Creek Nation Arts and Human
itieit -Council. Included in the 
demanding program was the 
Beethoven Sonata Opus 109 in E 
Major, a work which Miss 
Smeltzer had performed on Bee
thoven's own Erard Piano in the 
New Hofburg Palace in Vienna 
where she studies on a Fulbright 
Grant in 1969-1970. 

The historic "first" received 
critical acclaim. The Sapulpa 
DAILY HERALD carried the 
following review: "The concert 
featured a tremendously accom
plished pianist, Sapulpa's own 
Susan Smeltzer, in a masterfully 
designed program. The three 
Scarlatti sonatas were classically 

Turner who has tremendous 
DON'T FORGET TO strength 6.5, and playing post 

polished gems. Beethoven and position is Jimmy Bimiage,. This 
Brahms were performed with TIJNE IN! year, the Comets have the 
real musical depth and a Chopin potential to win t he Junior 
group was sheer poetry. The 

1 
College Conference but Jack 

Mephisto Waltz of Liszt closed a 'COLLEGE OF THE speed and confidence. But all this 
program that proved Miss MAINLAND CALENDAR will change when the season 
Smeltzer is a musician of great opens up. 
artistic stature. • . •" I SHOW• The Comets scrimmaged San 

Following the Sapulpa concert, , Jae on Oct. 22, and won on. e and 
Miss Smeltzer attended the Every Thursday at 6:00 P.M. lost one. The season opens on 
closing festivities at the Van Nov. 7, and I will be there 
Cliburn International Piano KILE (1400) _reporting on the game--and-the 

In t he men's division, Leon 
Joubert walked away with top 
honors with a three game 
average of 175; Wilson Harrision 
placed 2nd, bowling 170 and 
Gregory Stanek followed with a 
166 average. Strong Arnold 
Taylor, Wayne Tennyson and 
Thomas Kremenic finished 4th, 
5th and 6th, respectively. 

It seems the students par tici
pating in bowling were pleased 
with their scores and t rophies. 

Competition in Fprt Worth, spectators. A large crowd of 
T A f U ·t d States I h · Thanks to Bob Smith and exas. ormer m e It's a great way to keep up students were at t e scnmmage 
Representative in this competi- game against San Jae, which Leroy August the Bowling Tour-
tion, Miss Smeltzer was invited with what's happening on lifted spirit of the comets. nament was a great success. 
to attend an elite social gathering campus! POOL TOURNAMENT 
after the winner's concert honor
ing Van Cliburn, the winner, 
Viardo, a Russian pianist as well 
as all contestants, judges, and 
artists from all ove the world. 

Miss Smeltzer, currently on 
the part-time faculty at College .,'J: 
of the Mainland and Rice Uni- ,)>) )>)•)•)>)·)»• »~ 
versity, holds many outstanding 
national and international 
honors and is a top prize winner 
of over twenty contests. She will 
make her formal European debut 
in Vienna, Austria this coming 
January in Brahms Hall. 

There were 24 participants in 
the recent Pool Tournament; 15 
men & 9 women. Winners in the 
Men's oivision were; Carlton 
Wade 1st, Isaac Toliver 2nd & 
Mike Juneman 3rd. 

COMET BASKETBALL TEAM 

In the Women's Division; Pat 
Haire 1st, Beth Arnold 2nd & 
Regina Joseph 3rd. 

Trophies were given for 1st, 
2nd & 3rd in both. 

BASKETBALL TEAM IS READY, WILLING AND ABLE 

Susan !:>meltzer, a prize-winning pianist, is welcomed home by 
Vice Mayor Dale Block after a recent concert in her hometown, 
Sapulpa, Oklahoma. 

T earn members include, standing (left to right) Coach Jerry Bryant, Ricky Reagan, Lon
nie Dotson, Larry Turner, Jim Bimage, Edward Benson, Eldridge Anderson, Coach Bill 
Montague; kneeling (left to right) Randolph Lynch, John Parker, Kenneth Frances, Eph

rain Griffin, William Little, and Robert Ruiz, manager-trai;1er. 
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Faculty Has Varied Qualifications 
The U.S. Office of Education 

bas awarded grants and scholar
ships for graduate . study to 
Donald Bass, chairman, Div.ision 
of Humanities; Mrs. Dorothy 
McNutt, chairman, Business Divi 
sion; Bill Spillar, Director of 
Adult Basic Education; Mrs. 
Jean Harper, instructor in Hu
manities; Artre Rusk, chairman, 
Industrial Education; Tom Car
ter, instructor in Humanities and 
Mrs. Lewis. 

Many COM staff members 
have achieved distinction in 
publishing articles and books, as 
well as exhibiting in art shows 
and participating as guiest 
speakers in educational confer
ences. 

Mrs. Hartnett recently pub
lished Ideas in Motion; Ron 
Elliott, a data processing in
structor, produced a book en
titled Problem Solving and Flow 
Charting; Art instructor Don 
Thornton published three texts 
in the field of art education as 
well as being selected as one of 
20 sculptors throughout the 
South to exhibit at a special art 
museum.show in New Orleans. 

Dr. Donald Mortvedt, Dean of 
Instruction, recently spoke at the 
30th Annual Community College 
Conference at Texas A&M. He 
was also one of the prominent 
educators invited to speak before 
the Texas Interior Committee on 
Public Junior Colleges. 

Mrs. Sallie Cowgill, counselor 
in Counseling and Human Devel
opment Studies; Howard Katz, 
Chairman of the Law Enforce
ment Education Program; Mrs. 
Reed and Mrs. McNut.t have 
published articles in national 
education journals. 

"We're acquiring a national 
reputation for our innovative 
programs and teaching techni
ques," Thomas observed. "I think 
we become most aware of this 
fact when we attend national 
conferenced and find that educa
tors from distant parts of the 
country are familiar with what 
we're trying to do and are 
interested in finding out more 
about us," he added. 

On a local level, universities in 
the area look to COM as a model 
training ground for graduate 
students preparing to become 
junior college teachers, counsel
ors, and administrators. The 
University of Houston, Sam 
Houston State University, Uni
versity of Texas and Prairie 
View A & M College all send 
interns to COM to gain exper
ience as part of their Master's 
Degree program. 

"We consider our faculty one 
of our prime assets," commented 
Thomas. "I feel it's a strong 
foundation on which this institu
tion will grow and make its 

. impact," he added. 

The compatible blending of 
geographical and educational 
backgrounds is one of the out
standing characteristics of Col
lege of the Mainland's teaching 
faculty, it was revealed in a 
recent study. 

The combination is not an 
accident, but the result of 
aggressive recruiting on a local, 
state and national level to bring 
together a creative and cosmo
politan faculty. 

The teaching staff consists of 
65 instructors who hold degrees 
from 56 colleges and universities, 
some of which as far afield as the 
University of Columbia (Canada) 
and a near and familiar as Rieb 
University. All faculty members 
have special competence in their 
fields attested to by advanced 
degrees, extensive teaching ex
perience and related work in 
their fields. 

Instructors in the Humanities, 
Socail Sciences and Natural 
Sciences have an M.A. or M.S. 
degree or the equivalent. In 
addition, 40 per cent have at 
least one year's advanced study 
beyond the Master's degree, 
three have attained their doc
toral degrees, while three are 
nearing completion of a doc
torate. 

"Our faculty is well-qualified 
academically," commented 
George Thomas, associate dean 
of Academic Programs. "In addi
tion, I feel they have an added 
dimension: a sensitivity to the 
needs and aspirations of our 
students. Our instructors have a 
close relationship with them and 
are able to provide supportive 
direction when it is needed," he 
added. 

Twelve COM faculty members 
have been listed in Outstanding 
Educators of America and one 
faculty member was included in 
the 1973 edition of Outstanding 
young Women in America. 

Dr. John Hubisz, instructor of 
physics, has been awarded num
erous grants, the latest of which 
have been two from the national 
Science Foundation. 

Other staff members to re
ceive NSF grants and awards are 
Mrs. Emmeline Lewis, Jack 
Chapman, Mack Gary and Bill 
Peace, all on the natural science 
and mathematics faculty. 

Mrs. Carolyn Hartnett, Eng
lish instructor, spent a summer 
of study at the University of 
Michigan on a grant from the 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities, while history in
structor Manuel Urbina was able 
to complete his doctoral studies 
at the University of Texas on a 
grant from NEH. Sociology in
structor Delores Reed is com
pleting her doctoral study at 
Oklahoma State University on a 
generous grant from NEH. 

•••• CENTER CINEMA •••• 
movie orgy 

$1. Admission Nov. 9 Student Cen ter 

Mainland Comet 

Special Events 
FUNKY FOLK COFFEE
HOUSE - Reb Smith, an enter
tainer from the Houston area, 
will be appearing in concert at 
the next coffeehouse here at the 
college on Nov. 13, at 8 p.m. 

The admission charge is $1.00 
and free coffee and donuts will be 
provided for all those who 
attend. 

Reh mixes in a lot of good 
original boogie music with the 
folk and gets the crowd interest
ed and keeps them that way 
throughout the show. This pro
mises to be a night of good old 
getting down so everyone come 
to see a fine musician from 
Houston. 

aw,., ••• ••• •••••• ••• •• •••••• •• •• " 

~ C /ossified Ads~ . . 
•••••••....-••n••••••••••••••••••• -: 
: ( There is no charge for C/assi-• 
: fied Ads - Give them to In-: 
: formation Desk) • . 
:RIDE WANTED - Would like: 
: a ride to Texas City on: 
: Tuesday and Thursday nights : 
:at 8:30. Call 945-9263 on 
:weekends; weekdays, call 765-
: 1536. Ask fo"t Janie. 
:- ... 
: FREE - Grown female Border 
: Collie. Black with white mark
: ings. She has been spaded and 
: has had her shots. Call 935-5578. . . * *. 
: MEETING ROOM AVAILABLE 
: - Small meetings can be 
:scheduled in the COM Art 
: Gallery. Phone available. Call 
:Carol Veth at 431 for informa
: tion. . 
• * * * 
: FOR SALE - Two Royal 
~ portable typewriters with cases; 
: good condition; one pica, one 
: elite, $45 each. Phone 986-5743. 

* • • 
: FOR SALE - Wheelchair : 
:Everst & Jennings, Inc. brand'.: 
:rubber tires, all aluminum, 
:used very little, cost $325 new. 
: Will sell for $ 150. Call 
:935-3041. . 
• * * • 
: FOR SALE - Sunfish class 
: sailboat, like new, only $135. See 
:Bob Slaney in the library or call 
: 935-3368. 
• • •• . 
:LETTERS WANTED - Your 
:newspaper, MAINLAND: 
: COMET, would like to have: 
: "Letters to the Editor" of no: 
: more than 200 words. Letters: 
;must be signed but only initials: 
:will be used in paper. Put in : 
: envelope ( or staf)le together): 
: and give to information desk in : 
: College Center for publication: 
: mailbox. 
• * • • 
:FOR SALE - Singer sewing 
:machine, perfect condition, one 
:year old; $45. Ask for Mary T. at 
:333-2830. 

~ This is availabf; f;ee space for: 
: YOUR classified Ad. How: 
: about selling those used: 
: books, out-grown bicycles: 
:extra car you don't need (o~: 
: can't afford). clothing, or: 
: anything you don't want or: 
: can't use. This is the place - : 
: advertise. : , ....• •......••....... ..••.......• 

V irgl I & Julie 
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CULTURE 
CORNER 

BOOKS 
PAPERBACKS MAKE EASY 
READING 

FAWCETT, publishers of 
every type of paperback you can 
name, never fails to offer the 
reader something to relax with, 
laugh at, or feel involved in. 

Most of the paperbacks are 
available on bookstands or from 
the publisher long after they 
appear and generally run into 
several printings. If you can't 
find the following paperbacks, or 
others you have heard of, on the 
bookstand, write to FAWCETT, 
1 Astor Plaza, New York City, 
10036. 

Some samples of publications 
follow: 

THE WHITE WOLVERING 
CONTRACT by Phillip Atlee is 
the 13th in a series of "Contract" 
series of CIA agent Joe Gall. 
Plenty of adventure here. 

FAWCETT presented the first 
U.S. publication of a novel by the 
authors of The Falconhurst 
series, CHILD OF SUN. The 
novel tells the story of the youth, 
Vari us A vitus Bassianus, who 
later becomes the emperor of the 
Roman Empire. Good for history 
buffs. 

Suspense stories are always 
available from this company 
which is evident from the Phyllis 
A. Whitney stories LOST IS
LAND THE- TREMBLING 
Hll,LS* THUNDER HEIGHTS* 
and THE MOONFLOWER. 

Comedy paperbacks include 
Charlie Brown, Art Buchwald, to 
Erma Bombeck and Bil Keane's 
JUST WAIT TILL YOU HAVE 
CHILDREN OF YOUR OWN! 

And for you science fiction 
atldicts, there are such paper
backs as Isaac Asimov's WHERE 
DO WE GO FROM HERE?, 
which has 17 science fiction 
stories edited and explained by 
Asimov, the father of science 
Fiction! 

Paperbacks also deal with 
current events such as THE 
LOST CRUSADE by Chester 
Cooper. This book deals with the 
history of the United States 
involvement in Vietnam. It ex
plains how America got involved 
and how the commitment escal
ated out of control. 

Back to the slave days and the 
Civil War are such books as 
MISTRESS OF FALCON
HURST by Lance Horner who is 
writing a series of such books for 
FAWCETT. 

Ir you liked THE GOO
FATHER by Mario Puzo, then 
you will appreciate his latest 
book, THE GODFATHER PA
PERS, which tells about the 
"making of THE GOOF ATHER." 

Now available in a FAWCETT 
paperback is a newly translated 
and abridg-ed edition of DON 

* • 

QUIXOTE OF LA MANCHA. 
Read it before seeing the MAN 
FROM LA MANCHA and the 
picture will have much more 
meaning. 

Paperbacks are not all sex, 
science fiction, and got.hie novels, 
for the person who wants to read 
one of the best writers in 
America today Joyce Carol Oates 
fills the bill. Try her new 
WONDERLAND or one of the 
earlier books which include BY 
THE NORTH GATE, THEM, 
UPON THE SWEEPING 
FWOD, and others. 

By June Angerstein 

MUSIC 
Elton John; GOODBYE YEL
LOW BRICK ROAD, MCA 2-
10003 

Sometimes I get the feeling 
that an artist has, after going 
through so many changes, fallen 
into a predictable rut. With this 
latest album, Elton John has 
almost run the course of his 
supply of usable gimmicks. 

Every current popular cliche 
as far as "social relevance" is 
concerned is woven into the 
tawdry fabric of Bernie Taupin's 
lyrics .. The title track, frinstance, 
destined for a brief but glittery 
life on the top 40 charts, is 
another back-to-the-farm ecology 
distribe; 

"So goodbye yellow brick road 
Where the dogs of society howl 
You can't plant me in your 

penthou!'e 
I'm goin back to my plough .... " 
Et cetera. Sure you are, Elton. 

The other cliches are strewn in 
an equally predictable pattern 
over the double album. Homo
sexuality, alcoholism, prostitu
tion, TV, Marilyn Monroe, not
talgii:. and even teenybopper rock 
groups (a tinge of irony here?) 
are the tired subject that the 
lyrics labor over. 

As for Elton's music (real 
name of Mr. John: Reginald 
Dwight) he's never quite lost his 
stop-go-stop piano rythms that 
made him in the beginning, 
although they are almost lost 
i nder everything else. This isn't 
necessarily bad, just different. 

It isn't necessarily bad that 
some of the cuts remind me of 
shampoo commercials, either. I 
suppose they can have their 
merits too. Although I miss the 
string arrangements of Paul 
Buckmaster, these uninspired 
backgrounds by Del Newmann 
will do. 

If you liked the last Elton 
album, you can probably appre
ciate this one. With the exception 
of, maybe, David Hentschel's 
synthesizer, don't expect any
thing unusual. 

By Francis Martin 

• 
* 

ONE* FANTASTIC· NIGHT .. 
• • • 

• 
NOVEMBER 14 8 P.M. COM GYM STU DENTS $1. ADULTS $2. 

, 
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COM Opens Veterans Support Off ice 22 

Dwight F. Fullingim has been 
appointed Assistant Director of 
Veterans Affairs at College of 
the Mainland, Stanton C. Cal
vert, dean of Student Personnel 
Services, has announced. 

His responsibilities will include 
helping veterans to become 
aware of the spectrum of avail
able G.I. benefits; counseling 
them regarding academic and 
vocational programs; and pro
cessing all records required by 
the Federal Government for 
veterans enrolling in an educa
tional institution. 

Fullingim will be working 
under the federally-funded VCOI 
Program (Veterans' Cost of 
Instruction), in which the gov
ernment has recognized respon
sibility for the extra work load 
colleges have assumed in pro
cessing veterans. VCOI funds 
also enable colleges to reach out 
into the community to find 
veterans who are not aware of 
the benefits and programs avail
able to them. 

In order to qualify for the 
VCOI grant, an educational in
stitution must show a 10 per cent 
increase in veteran enrollment 
over the previous :vear. At 
~P,nt, COM has 2!Wl veterans 
enrolled as students. 

Fullingim's previous position 
was that of College Field Repre
sentative for Allyn & Bacon, Inc., 
publisher of college textbooks. In 
that capacity, he acquainted 
academic staffs at college camp
uses throughout the South with 
the firm's textbooks, and also 
located writers of new textbooks. 

DWIGHT F. FULLINGIM 
Receives Appointment 

Previously, he was a College 
Field Representative for Ran
dom House. 

He served as an Advanced 
Radio Officer at Fort Monmouth 
(N.J.), a Company Commander at 
Fort Lewis (Washington) and 
Executive Officer in Pusan, 
Korea. 

Fullingim received his B.A. 
degree from Texas Tech Univer
sity with a major in English and 
took graduate courses in English 
and Library Science at the Uni
versity of Texas. 

Fullingim holds memberships 
in the Modern Language Asso
ciation, College English Assoc
iation, Comparative Literature 

Association, the Texas State 
Teachers Association, the Amer
ican Library Association, Texas 
Library Association and South
west Social Sciences Association. 

He has published articles in 
the following professional jour
nals: Studies in Languages and 
Literature, L'Esprit Francais 
and a bibliographical monograph. 

His range of hobbies include 
writing, book collecting, travel, 
sailing and collecting art -
especially Korean pottery. Full
ingim considers his new position 
a challenge for which his com
bined experiences will prove 
invaluable. 

"Much of my military exper
ience was spent in successful 
counseling, which I feel will be a 
great asses in helping veterans 
adjust to college life," he observ-

ed. "In addition, I've had almost 
daily contact with the academic 
world- and, in particular, com
munity colleges-so I understand 
their programs and goals." 

He added that he was greatly 
impressed with the student
oriented atmosphere at College 
of the Mainland. 

"I see a great deal of inter
action between faculty and staff 
at College of the Mainland," he 
commented. "Based on my ex
perience with dozens of colleges, 
this is not an automatic feature of 
an educational institution." 

In commenting on Fullingim's 
appointment, Calvert said: 

Holidays 
Some of you super~bservant 
type folks have noticed a small 
ambiguity in the catalog calendar 
typesetting. If one is imaginative 
and hopeful, he could read the 
"Nov. 26, 27, 28, 29, 30" line as a 
follow-through of the preceding 
line which reads "College 
Closed." However, it really is a 
header for the next line - First 
Registration for Spring 1974 
classes. 
In short, we get the usual 
Thursday and Friday of Thanks
~ving week off, but not the 

"We're delighted to have been 
able to find someone with his 
unique combination of exper
iences. We're confident he'll do 
an outstanding job for the college 
and our veteran students." 

Speech Videotapes H elPffl•oevelop 
Evaluation Of Student Efforts 

, . ,. ----~ ON CAMERA-Mrs. Jeam Harper, instructor in a College of the Mainland speech communication 
~ - · class, focuses a camera on a student, Marcia Ratcliff, as she presents a short speech to the class. 

... • • _!.- Marsha was an excellent herself "on camera" in a speech or assets, and make changes 
BEGINNING BIOLOGY _ Simple sugars and proteins were what speaker, with a forceful confi- class. accordingly." 
these students in Mrs. Emmeline Lewis' Biology 141_07 lab were dence that held her audience. Mrs. Jean Harper, instructor In the class, the student makes 
looking for in the test tubes. Many people who work full time outside She had one flaw, a nervous in the Humanities Division, feels an evaluation of himself prior to 
school attend this and other night classes at COM. biting of her lowefr lipilwhhich she that a student can see his playback, which is used to 

was not aware o unt s e saw mistakes better by watching compare himself when he is on 

M e Xi Ca,, n T_ r a in Trip N Ow Be i-n g p I a 11 e d :~<!:;~~:e~s 
0

~ h~:s~~e~~~~sin v~i i~;;!~;~;:t :~;aJ~~~;f/I'se~c::~ 
speech communication classes at important than content. Ratings 

T A ,_two-;ee~ ~elf-Discr~ry hauhau, Los Mochis and Maz- tion, hotels, and all meals except College of the Mainland. are scored by three sources: the 
our to extco is now ei~g atlan. those on the train. A benefit of videotaping is the student's own evaluation prior to 

plannedC by College of the Ma
0
i~- The train route includes some sensitivity a speaker develops playing, evaluation during 

land's ontinuing Education I · of the most spectacular scenery All th0Se intereSted in joining toward his audience. "The visual speech, and the instructor's 
vision for Dec. 28 through Jan 9· in the world, such as Copper the group are urged to contact playback allows the student to evaluation. 

The trip, which is open to the Canyon, which is 2,000 feet Mrs. Ruth Leisey, 534·3223• or see the total effect of his ~•• •• •• ••••• ••••• ••·· • • • •• • • •• • .., 
general public, 1 ffers a unique deeper than the Grand Canyon. College of the Mainland• 938· personality," commented Mrs. : c E : 
opportunitytoexploreMexicovia 1211, Ext. 225. The group will be Harper. "Students can learn : 0m1ng vents: 
a train trip which will stop at 'l'he total cost of the trip is limited to the first 35 persons about characteristics which : See Page 2 : 
such interesting towns as Chi- $198, which includes transporta· making reservations. others view either as distractions •·· ••••••• ••••••• •••• •• •••···•• 

I ~ 
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Editorials. . . 

Reflecting on the Energy Crunch 

It fascinates me to ponder the fact that seems to acquire more 
validity as each day passes that the day of cheap, plentiful energy in 
the United States is over. Gone. Our gas, oil and coal supplies that 
might have brought us through the seventies without such headaches 
have been regulated, controlled, and underpriced out of existance. 

And they can't be had back, either by act of bureaucrat, oil 
company, or public outcry. Demand exceeds supply. 

Price controls by the FPC have so underpriced natural gas as to 
make it totally unprofitable for exploration to continue. Natural gas 
supplies your electricity, as well as Austin's and San Antonio's. 

If you remember the electricity and heating oil problem those cities 
had last year, you also remember the mayor of Austin, a well liked 
and respected mayor, using local television time to beg the people of 
Austin to voluntarily, use less electricity. This effort reduced 
consumption by only about 13 per cent, which is about all one can 
expect from a voluntary effort. 

Three years ago, congress passed the clean air act. It now aims us 
towards an idealistic but totally unreal zero pollution in 1975. One of 
the questions that faces us now is that of how clean do we want our 
environment. 

Zero pollution, as noble a goal as it may sound, is totally unrealistic. 
Achieving this myth means the difference between being cold in the 
winter, or being warm, it means the difference between being able to 
drive to work, or not being able to. 

Now, in the face of the no energy alternative, many environmental
ists are changing. their positions to more realistic goals. 

If I may take the liberty of placing a label, I should like to label the 
environmentalists, especially the more radical, as mad. They are mad 
because the basis for the quality of life that t hey seek to protect is, for 
millions, the paycheck that is threatened by environmental controls. 

We are going to have to decide, and decide fast "how clean" we 
want our air and water; how much government will let pollution go 
before they start to restrict industry. 

It is obvious to the most simple mind, it would seem, that you 
cannot have 100 per cent pure air and water. There will have to be 
some pollutants in the ecosystem. We need to decide what the limit 
should be. 
Meanwhile, gas and oil aplenty sit unused under the United States. 
While our consumption was rapidly exceeding our usuable discoveries 
during the sixties, laws were made to outlaw our domestic energy 
reserves in the interest of the environment. 
A total of three unfortunate oil spills of more than 14,000 wells drilled 
off t he costal areas have caused the states, California the leader, to 
outlaw offshore drilling.14 billion blU'L_els are under the San Francisco 
bay area alone. 

There is the Alaska debacle-11 million barrels daily can come 
through the pipeline from the north daily, when it is built, now more 
than three years off. 

Even if the myriad of environmental restrictions were declared null 
and void tomorrow, it would be many years before the equipment to 
supply the nation's energr, oil, gas, and atomic, could be put into 
service simply because of the time it takes to build the facilities. 

We stand now, as we have in past years, in indecision as far as the 
law concerns our oil and electricity supplies. It is obvious that 
encouragement should have been given the exploration arms of the 
energy industries years ago rather than the continuing discourage
ment we have qow. 

It will get worse before it gets better, and viewed from an economic 
standpoint, government alone is to blame for the energy crisis, and it 
therefore seems ironic that government claims it can solve its 
problem. 

Guest Editorial 
Education Is - - Or Is It? 

Hydrometallurgy. Wllat aoes 1t mean? The American Heritage 
dictionary describes it as being the separation of metal from ores and 
ore concentrates by chemical reactions in aqueous solution, such as 
leaching, extraction and precipitation. When we take education and 
fun, we are talking about the same thing. We have to separate our fun 
from education. 

Being a student at College of the Mainland, I find it very difficult 
for students to sit around the college center when they have calsses to 
attend. Each is to his own, but fun is one thing, and education is 
another. I can't see how students leave home attempting to get an 
equal education when it's out there open for him to obtain. In general, 
I'm talking about the black students. Do not get the wrong idea, I 
didn't say all students- but most. 

The blacks were deprived from education and fun from slavery up 
until they were free. The word "Slavery" is still in the minds of most 
blacks today. The thought of being imperfectional is still there. The 
late and great Dr. Martin Luther King said "we shall over come." I 
impose the question of "When will we over come our forefathers 
slavery days and think of the present and future ideas?" We claim we 
were deprived from our education, but how could we, if we were not 
there? Incommensurably speaking, there should not be any formal 
inauguration, now should there? There is the world of fantasy, but 
also remember there's the world of reality. Although, what has 
passed is history, we as humans should over look such compurgations 
and think positive. The world of conceptualism is gone, but the world 
of isolation, prejudice and racism still exist. 

I've noticed through different parts of the United States there are 
more blacks than whites getting into more colleges and universities. I 
compared my thoughts with the thoughts of other college students 
and most blacks still feel undiscriminating or undisposed. 

Education hurts, but it helps in the long run. Education is 
universalistically endless. It's up to you to disprove my theory. Try it, 
you'll like it. 

Mainland Comet 

NORTH 
AMERICAN 

COMING 
SOON? 

SPECIAL 
EVENTS 

Mrs. J oAnn Pevoto has sched
uled a showing of OLIVER for 
her English classes and would 
like to invite all other students, 
faculty, and staff to the special 
presentation to be held in the 
Teaching Auditorium on Satur
day, Dec. 1st at 7 p.m. There will 
e no admission fee. 

D 

An exhibit of art work owned 
and enjoyed by College of the 
Mainland staff members will be 
brought together in an exhibition 
to be called t he Groove on 
Gallery. It will be open to the 
general public on Wednesday, 
Nov. 14 through Nov. 30, 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. 

A reception will open the 
unique art exhibit and refresh
ments will be served. 

"The exhibit will include a 
wide variety of art items, such as 
paintings, weaving, sculpture, 
Indian artifaets, - a museum 
replica - anything that has 
special meaning for the staff 
member submitting it," explain
ed Mrs. Carol Veth, coordinator 
of exhibits in the Fine Arts 
Center. 

"It's really an exhibit of items 
that our staff members groove on 
rather than have produced 
themselves. It's the item some
one would think of saving first if 
his house were on fire," she 
added by way of clarifying the 
unusual theme of the exhibit. 

November 19, 1973 

Long Way From Home 

STUDENT 
SPOTLIGHT 

By Garry Rogers 
Managing Editor 

Richard Stephens, a sopho
more at College of the Mainland, 
was born in Jaimaca. He grew up 
in Canada where he attended 
college for a year, then took off 
for a year to travel, think, and 
make music. 

Rick likes it down here where 
he feels the warm winters and 
coastal winds are the two out
standing features. "The only 
drawback," he said, "is the heavy 
pollution that we live in." Rick 
feels that the people here are 
quite friendly and hospitable. He 
did have a little trouble with the 
language since Texans and Can
adians use words differently. 

Rick believes education is very 
important because it gives peo
ple more to talk about. "The 
more you talk the better you get 
to know the other person," he 
said, "and to know someone is 
usually to like him." It's nice to 
meet someone who is optimistic 
and that is a trait of Rick. 

Asked what his first impres
sion of COM was, Rick said, "It 
was the professors who are 
extremely helpful and friendly. 
The school itself is a fantastic 
institution." 

RICHARD STEPHENS 
Poet-Musician 

Rick expressed a desire to get 
more students involved in the 
school's Coffeehouses. There is a 
number of students who write 
their own poetry and there are 
students that play guitar. By 
giving these people a chance to 
exhibit their work and polish 
their styles will bring about a 
closer union of school and stu
dent. 

If you would like to see Rick on 
stage, he will be playing at 
Gerry's Pizza Parlor on Palmer 
Highway in Texas City. 

Traveling is a favorite inspir
ation of Rick. He has made many 
trips across the U.S. and Canada, 
both by car and motorcycle. Easy 
traveling and music go together Com j n g f v en ts 
for him for that is when he writes 
most of his music. He has played Nov. 19 - Racquetball Tourna
guitar 'n pubs and cl.ub.s ~· --w~t....M.en and Wome!!i,.l .P..J!l. 
Canada and Alaska giving him a • 
well rounded variety of music of Nov. 20 - Basketball Tourna-
his own. ment, Men and Women, 2 p.m. 

His music evolved out of • 
writing poetry which expressed Nov. '22-25 - Thanksgiving Holi-
his thoughts but putting his days. 
words to music allowed a even • 
wider and more fullfilling form of Nov. 26 Racquetball Tourna-
expression. Most of the music he ment, Men and Women, 2 p.rrr. 
plays is his own. The only • 
musicians who have influenced Nov. 27 . Movie "I Love You 
his style are Neil Young and Bob Alice B. Toklas", 12 & 7 p.m. 
Dylan; the mood being influ- • 
enced by Led Zepplin. Nov. 28 - Ramona Austin, Teach

ing Auditorium, 8 p.m. Free. 
• 

Nov. 29 - Racquetball Tourna-
ment, Men and Women, 2 p.m. 

• 
Nov. 30 - Basketball Tourna-
ment, Men and Women, 2 p.m. 

• 
Dec. 3 - Archery Contest 12:30 
p.m.; Racquetball Tournament 2 
p.m.; Basketball Game 7:30 p.m., 
at COM, COM vs. Alvin Jr. 
College. 

• 
Dec. 4 - Photo Contest Display. 

• 
Dec. 5 - Musical Duo - Linda and 
Martin Barry; Pop music from 
England, 2 p.m., Photo Contest 
Display. Basketball home game, 
COM vs. Schreiner Jr. College. 

• 
Dec. 6 - Pool Tournament, men 
and women, 2 p.m.; Racquetball 
Tournament, 2 p.m.; Photo Con
test Display. 

UNIQUE MUSIC-On Dec. 5, we have another Coffeehouse 
lined up for the students at COM. Appearing will be Linda and 
Martin Barry from England. These people play pop and folk 
music in a different style. The concert will take place at 2 p.m. in 
the College Center and is free of charge. 
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ECOLOGY CLUB-CoUege of the Mainland's Ecology O ub gathers for a group picture before the gaily-colored 
receptacles the club has set up on campus to collect recyclables. 

COM CLUB ACTIVITIES 
The ECOLOGY CLUB of COM 

has announced guidelines for the 
collection of recyclable products 
project which is in operation 
already. Community members 
need only bring the specific 
products in the desired condition 
and place them in specially 
marked yellow barrels by the 
flag pole in front of the college. 
Collection barrels are available 
round the clock. The specific 
separation and dumping rules 
are simple: 

STEEL CANS: These are 
rather heavy, magnetic cans with 
a side seam. Remove paper 
labels, rinse, and flatten them for 
easy disposal. 

ALUMINUM CANS: These 
are very light, non-magnetic cans 
with no side seam and rounded 
bottoms. Rinse and crush them 
for easy disposal. 

NEWSPAPER: Fold them 
once (as you see them in the 
news stands) and stack them in 
bundles tied with inexpensive 
twine. 

CLEAR BOTTLES: Rinse 
and remove metal bands. (No 
broken glass or mirrors are 
acceptable). 

TINTED BOTTLES: Separ
ated from clear bottles. Rinse 
and remove metal bands. (No 
broken glass is acceptable). 

Place the recyclables in separ
ate paper bags and drop them 
into the designated barrels. Do 
your thing for ecology, econom
ics, and the environment. It's 
better than a trash masher and, 
who knows, it might even be fun. 

The club openly invites any 
interested civic groups or com
munity members to volunteer 
their t ime, effort, and thoughts 
to this club whose purpose is to 
help the community become 
aware of ecology and initiate 
environmental projects. The list 

of officers is as follows: presi
dent, Richard Ruiz; vice-presi
dent, Vickie Lindeman; sec.
treasurer, Frances Fundling; 
publicity and information, Cath
erine Bales and Pat Kidwell; 
faculty co-advisors, Don Bass and 
Bob Hodgin. 

Those interested in joining the 
club or desiring more informa
tion are urged to contact the 
Ecology Club through the col
lege. Bob Hodgin is available foi: 
speaking engagements on ecol
ogy and economics through Col
lege of the Mainland Speakers 
Bureau. 

COM's DRAMA CLUB is alive 
and on its way to an interesting 
future, according to its advisor, 
Mrs. Bea W eberlein. 

The club is wide open for 
additional members and all in
terested students are asked to 
attend the next organizational 
meeting to be held on Tuesday, 
Nov. 20 at the Arena Theatre 
(Fine Arts Building) at 7 p.m. 

"The group will take an active 
role in the next COM theatre 
production, The Taming of the 
Shrew," Mrs. Weberlein ex
plained. "The members will be 
able to try-out for a dramatic 
role, or gain experience in some 
production phase behind the 
scenes." 

Future plans include drama 

---------

club productions in the College 
Center, similar to the recent 
Sandwich Theatre, as well as 
field trips to see plays at the 
University of Houston and the 
University of St. thomas. 

Mrs. W eberlein brings to her 
role as advisor a broad range of 
theatrical experience as per
former, director and producer. 
Currently, she is staff producer
manager of COM's Comedia 
Players and is scheduled to 
direct the group's last production 
of the year, The Gazebo. 

The COM BRIDGE CLUB 
meets each Tuesday at 7 p.m. in 
Room 217, College Center. All 
bridge enthusiasts of the COM 
family are tnvited to attend. -~----------, r 

I 
I 

letters To The Editor I 
I 

Dear Editor, 

I would like to see the 
Mainland Comet mailed out to 
our "Men in service". Being a 
veteran myself of eight years and 
having served in Germany and 
Viet Nam, I know how much it 
means to receive local news. I 
also think it would help in 
promoting veteran registration 
at College of the Mainland when 
they return. 

Thank you 
R.A.M 

-• 
Dear Editor, 

I would like to comment on the 
story by Regina List, "Another 
Side To Duck Story". In the 
story it said that t he little girl 
was heartbroken over the disap
pearance of "Chirpy". The story 
went on to say "Chirpy is only 
one example of the many ducks 
that have been recently given 
away due to overcrowding." The 
writer then went on to say 
"Food did not seem to be a 
problem either since ducks eat," 
she went on to list foods many 

of which are not found in the lake. 
First if the little girl loved t he 

little duck so much, she should 
have never brought the duck to a 
place where they could not look 
over her day and night. A very 
old duck and "Chirpy" were both 
taken from the Jake the week-end 
before the ads came out in the 
newspapers. As for food for the 
little ducks the very small 
amount of bread that could be 
given by the food service was not 
the amount needed to feed the 
large number of ducks, so money 
has to be spent (4.79 for a 50 lb. 
bag) to feed the ducks. If the 
writer of that story does not 
think that the school did not miss 
the ducks too, then I think she 
should have talked to some of the 
people who had to give up the 
ducks they feed and care for 
every day. 

Duck Lover 

'COLLEGE OF THE 

MAINLAND CALENDAR 

SHOW' 

Every Thursday at 6:00 P.M. 

KILE (1400) 

• • • • • • • • • 
Your host : Michael Augustus 

Announcin<J··· 
PRE- REGISTRATION 

For 
Spring Semest er 
November 26-30 
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By James Gilmore 
Sports Edit.or 

BOWLING TOURNAMENT 

Twelve students from College 
of the Mainland traveled to Alvin 
for the Fall Gulf Coast J unior 
College Intercollegiate Confer
ence Bowling tournament. The 
competition included students 
from COM, Alvin, Galveston, 
Brazosport, and Lee, with each 
school have men's, women's and 
mixed doubles teams. 

The COM mixed doubles team, 
Leon Joubert, Norma Flores, 
Brenda Taylor and Tom Krem
enic, had t he highest placing of 
any of COM teams, finishing in 
second place. Brenda Taylor's 
475 series turned out to be t he 
highest of all the women bowlers 
during the day. 

The men's team, Greg Stanelc, 
Wayne Tennyson, Arnold Tayldr 
and Harrison Wilson, plac d 

third while Jonnie Lawrence, 
Alesia Hurst, Marsha Smit h, and 
Alfrenella Jason made up the 
women's team which placed fifth. 

Wit~ all the pins totaled for 
each of the teams the final 
standings were as follows: 
1. Brazosport College 5,087 
2. Alvin Junior College 4,858 
3. Lee College '1,812 
4. Galveston College 4,637 
5. COM 4,568 

Noting that the emphasis is on 
participation rather t han out
standing perfor mance, congratu
lations are due the COM students 
for providing the first complete 
team to compete in the past two 
years. It is hoped that this 
interest can continue as tentative 
plans are for COM to host the 
Spring Tournament. 

Financial Aid Offered 
- ~iFSt.-time, full-time student 
in need of financial aid will nojw 
be offered a new student fina -
cial aid program by the Office f 
Education for the 1973-74 sch I 
year. 

Students entered in the pr -
gram will receive a grant f 
assistance of $1400, less th 
amount the family can be e -
pected to contribute for th 
postsecondary education of th 
student. No grant can be mor 
than one-half of a student's co 
of attendance. 

About $122 million is availabl 
to assist students in the 1973-7 
school term. The maximum 
ward is $452 and the averag~ 
award is $200. 

A basic formula is used t 
compute t he amount of aip 
needed. It was developed by t he 
Office of Education and is used 
consistently to all students whb 
apply. 

Applications are available 
from financial aid officers at all 
institutions of postsecondary ed
ucation, post offices, State em
ployment offices, county agricul-

tural e-x.tention agents or by 
writing to Basic Grants, Box G, 
Iowa City, Iowa, 52240. 

POET - Everyone is invited to 
a free performance in the 
Teaching Auditorium of Ra
mona Austin, poet and 
dramatist, at 8 p.m., Nov. 28. 

CENTER CINEMA 

FREE 

I LIIIEVII. 
luml.Taaas 

" •t•r Selle rs, Jo Van Fl .. t. YlP Teykw•Youna 
Color; llat•d GP, • : 94 mlnvtff 

OlrKt• d l>y HJ A .. r1Mlck 

12 noon and 7 p.m. 

November 27 Student Center 
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European Jobs Available 
Mon• than two thousand A

nwrican st udt•nts took sumnH'r 
jobs in Europt• bt•caus<' they 
rhosl' lo pat·k up and see the 
~onlin<'nl on an <'arn-as-you-go 
basis. In lhis day of high prices 
tht' atlral'lion of a paying temp
orary job in Europ<' with free 
room and board is obvious. A few 
weeks work, whit·h in itself is a 
unique experienre, earns the 
lion's share of lhe trip C'OSt, and a 
few more weeks earns money for 
traveling around Europe. 

Now fall and winter jobs are 
available in European ski and 
winter r esorts. Standard wages 
are paid. plus free room and 
board. Jobs, working papers, 
permits and living accommoda
tions are arranged in advance, on 
a non-profit basis, by the Student 
Overseas Sen ices (SOS). a stu
dent run organization which has 
been helping American students 
in Europe for the past 14 years. 
To make certain each student 
gets off on the right foot in 
Europe - and to the job at the 

right tinw - SOS also provides a 
job orit•nlation in Europe. 

Jobs, work permits and other 
nt•t·t•ssary papers are issut'd to 
studt•nts on a first t•omc, first 
S<'rwd basis. Any full or part 
timt' student b<'twccn the ages of 
17 and 27 may apply. Appli
cations should be submitted 
early enough to allow SOS ample 
time to obtain the necessary 
papers and permits. 

Students interested in apply
ing £or a winter or summer job in 
Europe may obtain the SOS 
Handbook on earning your way 
in Europe, which contains a job 
application form, job listings and 
descriptions, by sending their 
name, address, name of edu
cational institution, and $1 (for 
postage, printing, addressing 
handling) to either SOS -
Student Overseas Services, Box 
5173, Santa Barbara, Calif. 93108 
or SOS - Student Overseas 
Services, 22 Ave. de la Liberte, 
Luxembourg, Europe. 

r···· .......... ···c~~~if i~ d00A0d;··· ............... -~ 
~-···················---•• rR••··· ................................. , 

(There is no charge for Classified OLD GUITARS-Want to buy,: 
Ads - Give them to Information sell or trade. Please contact: 
Desk. Resubmit if ad is to Robert at 337-2830. 
continue) • • * . 

FREE-Membership in 1.S.S.H.: 
FOR SALE-1 G-78-15, New 
blackwall tire, 6 ply truck tire 
with regular tread. Never before 
used. Replaces size 8.25-15. Gen
eral Jumbo 780 Series Belted. 
Asking $25.00. Call Roy Lund
berg at 935-9153 in La Marque. 

* * * 
FOR SALE-1973 Harley 
Davidson FX. Asking $1995. 
Contact Wayne Bechler at 925-
5382. 

* * * 

B.N.P. For membership cards,: 
please contact John Hubisz in the• 
Physics Department, Room: 
S-102, or Ext. 325. 

* * * 
WANTED-Folk or classical 
type guitar in reasonable condi
tion and at a reasonable price. 
Call 935-9259 after 9 p.m. 

* * • 
FOR SALE OR TRADE-4-four
teen inch Plymouth Barracuda 
wheels. Will fit any Dart, Barra
cuda, or Challenger. Call 935-
9259 after 9 p.m. 

* * .. 
FOR SALE-1968 Pontiac Le
Mans · Newly rebuilt automatic 
transmissions, power steering, 
radio, heater, and air condition- This is available free space for. 
er. Minor repairs needed 00 air YOUR Classified Ad. How about: 

._conditioner.Asking $695.00. Also selling those used books, out- : 
: have 8 track tape player t hat grown bicycles, extra car you : 
: costs $60.00 new. Less than 30 don't need (or can't afford), : 
: hours playing time on it. I am clothing, or anything you don't: 
: selling it for $40.00. Please want 01 can·~ use. This is t he : 
: contact at 534-2060. place-advertise. : .......................................................................... 
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~ CULTURE + • .,_ ... ,. 
~ CORNER 

BOOKS 
MURDER WITHOUT ICING by 
Emma Lathen. The Book Press, 
Inc., 1972. S5.95. 236 pages. 

"You're in for a treat," raves 
Dorothy B. Hughes of the Los 
Angeles Times over the latest 
novel by Emma Lathen. This 
description fits MURDER 
WITHOUT ICING to perfection. 

John Putnam Thatcher, senior 
vice president of Slone Guaranty 
Trust, again appears in this 
suspence thriller. Thatcher has 
appeared in no less than six other 
Lathen novels. 

In MURDER WITHOUT 
ICING, Emma Lathen has writ
ten a novel involving a failing 
New York hockey team, the 
Huskies, who suddenly streak 
into first place shortly after 
making their television debut. 

Following this amazing come
back numerous offers for backers 
come in. It appears clear that the 
amazing Huskies will be in the 
play-offs. 

Suddenly Billy Siragusa, a star 
player on the NHL team, is 
mysteriously killed. Panic 
spreads throughout the team as 
fears swell over thoughts of the 
Huskies future. Could they make 
it without Siragusa? 

Another murder follows, that 
of Franklin Moore who holds an 
interest in the team. No one can 
ignore the hysteria that looms. 

The ensueing investigation 
turns up a prime suspect - Win 
Holland, on f Slone's finest 
customers. 

As it seems, Holland owed 
large sums of money to both 
Siragusa and Moore and had no 
feasible means of repaying it -
except to get rid of his creditors. 

Once into this novel, it is 
intreguing. It depicts a sort of 
reality with which the reader can 
associate with. A sort of reality 
of life. 

By Regina List 

Joe Walsh; THE SMOKER YOU 
DRINK, THE PLAYER YOU 
GET Dunhill DSX-50140 

If you didn't take note of Joe 
Walsh in his contributions to The 
James Gang, his latest album 
looks like a truly substantial hit 
that far surpasses the first album 
by Joe's group, "Barnstorm". 
While ''The Smoker" is not a 
concept album that is, not all the 
tracks flow into one another, it 
has all the hallmarks of one, in 
that the tracks only flow when 
they fit and silent groves are 
used juduciously. 

The hit single that has brought 
popularity to the album of virtue 
of extensive radio airplay, 
"Rocky Mountain Way", is a good 
piece of rockstuff, but somehow 
holds less appeal for me than do 
some of the other cuts on the 
album. 

Walsh, in conjunction with 
keyboard person Rocke Grace 
and bass player Kenny Passarelli 
work with keyboardman-drum
mer Joe Vitale and his ARP 
synthesizer. The rythmical and 
synthesizer gimmicks, with the 
occasional unexpected key 
change give the group its own 
distinctive trademark. More i
dentifying for the group is their 
vocal styling, usually a controlled 
yet somehow strained harmony 
slightly affected with a hard to 
define western-midwestern ac
cent. The combination defin itP.ly 
works for them. 

The pulsating rythms of 
Grace's "Midnight oodies", a 
totally instrumental cut, reminds 
one greatly of somet:1ingorother 
by Traffic, even as it gives way 
to Passarelli's bass rythms be
ginning "Happy Ways", the lyric 
of which expresses an eminently 
quotable philosophy of life; 
"Looking at the good things all 

around me 
Smiling at the people that don't 

believe 

My happy ways may raise a 
question 

There is no answer except in my 
dreams. 

There is no way to capture the 
sunshine 

But it is foolish to fear from the 
night 

Perfection they say will not last 
forever 

But I can't help feelin' someday it 
might .. . 

Then something happens seems 
to go bad 

Can't hurt their feelin and look to 
the sky 

No need to worr) about conse
quences 

Give it a giggle inste.:.~ l. a 
sigh." 

Walsh's lead guitar in its solo 
escapades, doesn't have the 
"spontaineity" thats typical of, 
say, Allman Bros. I've always 
considered spontaineity a dub
ious quality in music anyway. A 
real glittery piece of stuff (b,,t 
not "glitter rock") and defin itely 
the finest of wax. 

By Francis Martin 

$AVE 
Patromze he 

com 
Bookstore 

Senior Citizens' Program In Full Swing At COM 

TASK FORCE-Members of COM's Senior Citizens' Program gather to mail out the group's monthly 
newsletter which goes to a mailing list of close to 1500 Galveston County residents. 

BIRTHDAY PARTY Mrs. Emma Hendrickson, a member of 
COM's Senior Citizens' Program, receives a birthday card and 
gift from the group at a surprise 80th birthday celebration. Bob 
Handy, director of Adult and Continuing Education Services, is 
shown making the presentation for the group. 
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Pre - Registration Week Is Now Registration 
And 

Additional 
Information In Progress For All COM Students Fee Payment FINANCIAL AID-January 1 is 
deadline to apply for most 
financial aid programs for Fall 
semester. Contact the Financial 
Aids office for further informa
tion. For short-term tuition loan 
only, the deadline for application 
is Jan. 9, 1974. 

It is the middle of pre-regis
tration, have you seen your 
advisor?? 

Packets were recently sent out 
to all currently enrolled students 
of College of the Mainland urging 
them to participate in pre-regis
tration week, Nov. 26 through 
Dec. 5. This packet contains all 
t he information necessary for a 
student to begin pre-registra
tion. 

Gary A. Ferden, director of 
Admissions, Registration, and 

~ecords, urges that the following 
procedure be followed: 

1. Contact your advisor for an 
appointment. 
2. Pick up a copy of the Spring 

schedule outside the Records 
office. Also pick up a packet of 
forms. 
3. Take the completed forms, 

your tenative schedule, and the 
mailed announcement to your 
advisor. 

4. With your advisor, plan a 
schedule of classes on the trial 
form. 

Dates To Remember 
Nov. 26 - Dec. 5 - Pre-Registration Week 
Jan. 1 - Applications filed by this date have priority for January 

14 registration. 
Jan. 7 - Deadline to file application for unconditional admission 

for January 14 final registration. 
Jan. 7 - Final date to make arrangements for admission/place

ment testing requirements - ACT and APP. 
Jan. 14 - Registration and fee payment. 
Jan. 14 - Graduation applications due from Spring semester 

students planning to graduate Spring or Summer I or 11 
semesters. 

Jan. 16 - Spring semester classes begin. 
Jan. 16 & 17 - Schedule corrections (college's error.) Hours to 

be posted. 
Jan. 18 & 21 - Schedule changes (student initiated.) Hours to 

be poste.d. 

Charges Schedule Essential 
RESIDENT OF TEXAS: $4.00 

per semester hour; however, the 
minimum tuition charge per 
semester, regardless of the num
ber of hours taken, is $25.00. 
There is no established maxi
mum. 

NURSING PROGRAM STU
DENTS: Tuition and fees for 
Associate Degree Nursing Pro
gram students will be computed 
on the same basis as tuition and 
fees for other students except 
that the minimum tuition charge 
will be $20 for any semester and 
the maximum tuition charge will 
be $50 per semester for residents 
of Texas. Non-residents of Texas 
will pay the appropriate tuition 
prescribed for their residency 
classification. 

NON-RESIDENT OF TEXAS: 
$17 .00 per semester hour; how
ever, the maximum non-resident 
tuition is $200.00 per semester. 

ALIEN STUDENTS: Non-

citizens who cannot be classified 
as residents of Texas or of the 
United States will pay tuition at 
the rate of $14 per semester hour 
provided tuition computed at this 
rate will exceed the mandatory 
minimum of $100 for a six weeks 
summer semester of $200 for a 
regular semester. 

••••••• 
Science Laboratory Fee (per 
science Jab course) . ... $2. 
Student Activity Fee - $.50 per 
credit hour with maximum being 
$7 .50 per student per semester 
for regular semesters .... $7 .50. 
Out-of-District Fee - Applicable 
to all Texas residents who are 
not residents of College of the 
Mainland District regardless of 
number of credit hours taken per 
semester .. . . $10. 
Identification Card Fee - (Per 
semester) . .. . $1. 

All tuition and fees must be paid 
in full at the time of registration. 

Christmas Dance Planned 
On Dec. 17, Riverside, widely 

acclaimed by C.O.M. students as 
the finest band to ever appear at 
this college, will return for a 
Christmas Dance of fine boogie. 
There have been numerous re
quests for this band to come 
back. 

The C.O.M. Programs Council 
is sponsoring this special night of 
dancing and good old rockin' and 
rollin'. This dance concert will be 
open to the public. All the boogie 
will begin at 8 p.m. and continue 
until 11:30. The admission price 
is set at $1 for C.0 .M. students 
and $1.50 for the general public. 
This dance is right before the 
semester break and will give all 

those who attend a good chance 
to start off the holiday season in 
a fantastic manner. 

Riverside is a very versatile 
group and can play almost any 
song rock fans might be able to 
think of. They play a regular set 
of music and then throw the 
dance open to any and all 
requests the crowd might come 
up with. This is a driving type 
rock and roll band that blends in 
a good deal of solid blbes to keep 
the people interested in the 
concert that is going one. 

We hope everyone will come 
and listen to this up and coming 
band. We can assure the stu
dents that this will be a night to 
remember. 

5. Take all forms - re-entry 
card, senior college choice card, 
course of study, trial schedule, 
and declaration of residence - to 
the Records office and have your 
cards pulled no later than Dec. 5. 
Be sure the forms are completed. 

Pre-registration fee payment 
is 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., Dec. 18-20 at 
the cashier's window in the 
Administration Building. If fees 
are not paid by Dec. 20, you will 
have to wait until regular 
registration date of Jan. 14 to 
pay them. Having your cards in 
does not mean you are registered 
- your fees must be paid. 

A void the hassel of Jong lines 
and waiting - get the courses 
you want - Pre-register!!! 

Hours 
Registration and fee payment 

will be by alpha order of 
student's last name according to 
the schedule below: 

JANUARY 14 Monday 
U-Z ..... .. . 1:00 OR 5:15 p.m. 
A-C ... ... .. l:30 OR 5:30 p.m. 
D-G . .. .. . .. 2:00 OR 5:45 p.m. 
H-J . . . . . . . . 2:30 OR 6:00 p.m. 
K-M . . . ... . . 3:00 OR 6:15 p.m. 
N-R . . . ... .. 3:30 OR 6:30 p.m. 
S-T . . ... . . . 4:00 OR 6:45 p.m. 
FINAL REGISTRATION 

BEGINS AT 7:00 p.m. 

CONTINUOUS ENROLL-
MENT-After final registration 
and fee payment, there are a 
limited number of courses for 
which students may · enroll. In
terested applicants should in
quire in the Admissions Office. 

A TIENTION VETERANS! 
Upon completion of registration, 
all veterans are requested to 
stop by the Financial Aids Office 
to confirm the number of hours 
for which they are enrolled. 

Spring Semester Requirements 
Announced for , A II Students 

New students and re-entering 
students who file applications for 
admission by Jan. 1 and whose 
admission file is complete by Jan. 
7 will have prior ity for Jan. 14 

~ gistra.tiun. 
1. Applicants should have 

transcripts from high school or 
previously attended college sent 

to Admissions Office by Jan. 7. 
(Transfer students who attended 
another college Fall semester 
will be permitted to register on 
the condition that their fall 
transcript has been requested.) 

2. Applications filed Jan. 2 
through 7 will register during 
final registration Jan. 14. 

Journalism Offers Involvement 
Why Journalism? Because it 

offers a student the chance to 
become involved with all facets 
of COM's activities. 

Under the instruction of Mrs. 
June Angerstein, seven students 
have produced a bi-monthly 
newspaper, MAINLAND 

COMET. With a great deal of 
time and effort the newspaper 
has become a regular part of the 
campus scene. 

However, more help is needed 
desperately!! Students are urged 
to enroll in Journalism 132 to 
insure future growth and pros
perity of the newspaper. 

Students returning to College 
of the Mainland from any semes
ter prior to fall 1973 must file a 
new application for admission in 
the Admissions Office by Jan. 1 
for regular registration or Jan. 7 
for final registration. Currently 
enrolled students are asked to 
file an application for admission 
in order to update information 
which is being added to the 
student data base prior to 
receiving a permit to register. 

Office hours of the Admissions 
Office: 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Friday, closed Saturday. 
Address: 8001 Palmer Highway, 
Texas City Tex. 77590. Phone: 
938-1211, Extension 264. 

REGISTER EARLY - AVOID THE LINES 
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Editorial ..........••.... NORTH 
AMERICAN 

Th e Space Program 
The changing fortunes of time 

have ridden the world over 
unduly tumultous seas during 
t he past few years, and one of the 
least publicized occurrences was 
the axing of the plans for manned 
exploration of space by the 
United States. 

Skylab four, the third and final 
crew to inhabit the hollowed out 
third stage fuel tank of a Saturn 
Five rocket is well into its 
mission by now, but with the 
Skylab project two thirds com
plete, we can be reasonable 
assured of what was initially to 
be the main point of the project; 
to prove t hat man can physically 
adapt to extended stays in the 
zero G of space. 

Apparently, men adapt to the 
floating environment by losing 
weight in the form of Calcium 
(bone t issue) and other minerals 
used in muscle tissue. The 
degree of weight loss is modified 
by t he amount of exercise one 
takes in space, and if none is 
taken, weakened space bones 
would snap with only a very 
slight fall. This and other medical 
data accumulated aboard the ' 
manned orbiting laborator y seem 
to be more than anyone cares to 
make use of. 

In t he conceptual stages of 
Skylab in early 1969, the project 
was part of a grand design for 
the next 30 years of U.S. space 
exploration, involving not only 
Apollos 18 and 19, but the 
establishment of a permanent 
space station, a manned Mars 
landing, and a permanently in
habited moon base, right out of 
Arthur C. Clarke's 2001. 

A gigantic Apollo Saturn F-ive 
moonship, built for one of the last 
two cancelled flights, sits in 
mothballs currently, with no 
plans, ever, for its use. You may 
be able to buy it as government 
surplus if no one concocts a plan 
for it in the near future. 

The entire political-socio-econ
omic-whatha veyou atmosphere 
was profoundly different in 1969. 
You've been around a few years; 
try and reconstruct four and a 
half years ago - before t he first 
manned moon landings. 

As with any human endeavor, 
once a goal is achieved, it is dust 
and ashes in the mouth, and so 
was the case with the public 
attitude toward lunar explora
tion, and, mainly, the desire of 
congress to fund the 30 year 
grand design at $9 billion a year 
(Cheap compared to $29 billion 
we were paying at the time for 
Viet Nam). 

The bulk of the information 
Skylab was created to acquire 
may be of little use to anyone, as 
the programs it was supporting 
are kicked into the next century. 
The Russian space program 
seems to be equally, if not more, 
bogged down, with t he informa
tion from its manned laboratory, 
Salyut, never to be known, 
disappearing with the lives of the 
cosmonauts who died when they 
lost cabin pressure during re
entry. 

Significant of the times, per
haps, is one of the things that has 
replaced lunar exploration as the 
next manned U.S. effort, the 

ENROLL 
IN 

JOURNALISM 

. . Spa ced Out 
almost scientifically hollow 
Apollo-Soyuz flight, in '75. Poli
tics have taken precedence over 
science and exploration; without 
the political motives, this mission 
becomes totally unnecessary. 

Public apathy has paralelled 
media coverage, and what was 
once an army of thousands in the 
broadcast and print media during 
most of Apollo has been replaced 
by little more than a few dozen 
who keep the world informed as 
to Skylab. A note was pasted to 
the Johnson Space Center wall in 
the press area, during the last 
launch, reading, in pasted letters 
torn from newspapers; "We have 
kidnapped the news media. Have 
you noticed them missing? You 
may never see them alive again 
- Apathy." 

Maybe going to the moon was 
all a bizarre mistake anyway. 
Now our tax dollars can be put 
into something more concrete -
like E.P.A. rationing cards. 

COMING 
SOON? 

SPECIAL 
EVENTS 

Mrs. JoAnn Pevoto has sched
uled a showing of OLIVER for 
her English classes and would 
like to invite all other students, 
faculty, and staff to the special 
presentation to be held in the 
Teaching Auditorium on Satur
day, Dec. 1st at 7 p.m. There will 
e no admission fee. 

Former COM Instructor 
Working On Fourth Book 

By Judy Bevers 
Staff Reporter 

Robert E. Egner, a multi-tal
ented former Texas Citian, is 
once again making the scene at 
COM. A leisurely visit while 
working on his fourth book is 
helping him get his head to
gether. In sharing his philoso
phies with others, Egner is 
working to put these thoughts 
and philosophies into being. 

As a philosopner, teacher, and 
writer, Egner has written three 
books, Bertram Russell's Best , 
The Basic Writings of Bertram 
Russell, and Art and Music in the 
Humanities. He is presently 
working on a two-volume set 
entitled The Life and Work of 
Bertram Russell. 

Egner taught philosophy and 
music courses at the College of 
the Mainland for five years. The 
document he wrote for his 
philosophy classes may be the 
basis for one of his future books. 
As a musician, he played a honky 
sax with Benny Goodman, Gene 
Krupa, and other big name band. 

As defined by Egner, "The 
philosopher is the interrogator 
par excellance. He never really 
captures truth but he sometimes 
gets a peek at truth." Starting as 
a philosopher, teaching and writ
ing are only desirable side 
effects. Egner further explained, 
"The mission of a philosopher is 
to seek out truth and not to 
attempt to distribute truth in 
packages." 

Much deep thought on the 
problems of today resulted in the 
following philosophy by Egner, 
"The current number one pro
blem is preventing war. Try to 
imagine what would happen if we 
stopped all wars for 10 years. 
The money we save by not 
having wars could be spent 
instead to promote happiness. 
The money could be used for 
improving health, education, and 
proverty. How many would want 
to get involved in another war 
after this period of peace'!" 

Right now Egner finds it hard 
to envision a world without any 
wars, but, many are beginning to 
see that no one wins a war 
because all suffer. 

General philosophies of Eg
ner's range from "You can't 
predict styles of music, hair, or 

ROBERT E. EGNER 
Author 

dress of the future" to "Just as 
America could not be isolated 
because of dependance on eco
nomic trade, individuals will not 
be able to completely blow off 
technology to live off the land." 
Besides philosophies on many 
different subjects, he has many 
different philosophies on each 
individual subject. 

Briefly summing it up, Egner 
stated, "Science is what we 
kno\\'.; philosophy is what we 
don't know." 

Music And Drama 
Courses Are Now 
Available For You 

Music courses, including indi
vidual instrument lessons, stage 
band, and music literature, are 
available for you on the spring 
offerings at COM. These courses, 
like others at COM, are for 
transfer to senior colleges or may 
be ta~E:l! .for your own aesthetic 
enjoyment. Bass can fill you in on 
details and help with arrange
ments. 

Due to lack of interest, Drama 
132 and Stagecraft 1.21 did not 
succeed in forming. However, if 
any of you suffering Hamlets or 
frustrated Ophelias are interest
ed in the dramatic arts, sign up 
for these classes during spring 
registration, for they wili be 
offered again this January. For 
further information contact Don 
Bass, chairman of Humanities 
Division. 
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The Racing Lady 

STUDENT 
SPOTLIGHT 
By REGINA LIST 

Feature Editor 

Racing isn't an unusual hobby 
- unless, of course, if you are a 
woman. 

Joan Wood, a petite five feet, 
two inch, 105 pounder, began 
racing at the urging of several 
friends. "Well, I have some girl 
friends who have raced for a long 
time and they've always been 
trying to get me to; for years and 
years. I kept saying, It was 
stupid and I'm not "gonna" do 
that." 

Finally Joan got "real brave" 
at one of the races in Navasota 
and tried one of the Powder Puff 
(girls') races. "I came in third 
place and have been hooked on it 
ever since." Races are held on 
Sasturday nights from April to 
October. 

However there are several 
drawbacks, as Joan revealed. 
One of which is trying to find a 
helmet that is small enough. Joan 
tried to wear her husband's 
helmet only once because, "the 
clutch was broken and the car 
was vibrating so bad, that the 
helmet visor kept creeping to the 
side. And I could not see where I 
was going. I think I'm going to 
buy my own helmet next sea
son." 

Another drawback is that the 
car is set up for a man and not a 
woman. "So we take two big 
cushions off the back of my couch 
and put them behind me. I think 
that is probably the biggest 

"'prublem." 
Driving a racer is nothing like 

driving a street car. On Joan's 
car the steering wheel is cen
tered, with the gas pedal to the 
right and the brake to the left. 
The gear shift is between the 
driver's legs. The clutch, a large 
hand type, is placed far to the 
left. 

"It's weird. When you're out 

there you do not know that there 
is anybody in the stands; half the 
time you don't know there's 
anybody else on the track." 

Joan plans in entering her first 
destruction derby in January, 
the event, the Auto Thrills Show, 
will be held in the Houston 
Astrodome. "It's my first des
truction derby, and I'm a little 
wary of it because I've never 
really been hit hard." There are 
25 girls entered for the Friday 
night and 25 girls for the 
Saturday night events. 

However, Joan concluded that 
she likes the plain, round-track 
race better "because you don't 
have to run into people." 

Surprisingly, only one girl has 
really been hurt bad auring this 
year's races. She was a novice 
and "really didn't have any 
experience." In the wreck, three 
cars got tangled up on the wall 
and the sheet metal tore her arm 
open. 

Joan has a twin sister, but the 
pair has little in common. 

Originally, Joan, a mother of 
two, raced because she felt "wild 
and reckless." She was scared to 
death because of a fear of making 
a fool of herself. She had never 
driven a car of this type. "There's 
nothing like it, I really like it." 

Joan said that it is essential for 
a racer to be out to win. 
Otherwise, there is no competi
tion, and therefore, no sense in 
even getting out there. If a 
person holds back or hesitates 
there is just no sense. "If you 
don't feel that way, they are 

~onna run-ait-o~r-ymr.-fmcause 
there is nothing meaner than a 
woman racer. You gotta fight to 
win." 

Competition is more important 
than winning to Joan. "Even if 
they do beat you, they had to 
fight for it. I never know where I 
finish until the race is over." 
However, Joan usually manages 
to place in her races. 

STU DENT CENTER 
TO CLOSE AT 6 P.M. 

ON NOY. 29. 
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIC om in g Even ts 111111111111111111 

Nov. 28 - Ramona Austin, Teach
ing Auditorium, 8 p.m. Free. 

• 
Nov. 29 · Racquetball Tourna-
ment, Men and Women, 2 p.m. 

• 
Nov. 30 · Basketball Tourna-
ment, Men and Women, 2 p.m. 

• 
Dec. 3 - Archery Contest 12:30 
p.m.; Racquetball Tournament 2 
p.m.; Basketball Game 7:30 p.m., 
at COM, COM vs. Alvin Jr. 
College. 

• 
Dec. 4 - Photo Contest Display. 

• 
nee. 5 - Musical Duo • Linda and 
Martin Barry; Pop music from 
England, 2 p.m., Photo Contest 

Display. Basketball home game, 
COM vs. Schreiner Jr. College. 

• 
Dec. 6 - Pool Tournament, men 
and women, 2 p.m.; Racquetball 
Tournament, 2 p.m.; Photo Con
test Display. 
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Teache, Profile 
By Francis Martin 

Bas (colloquial psuedonym for 
William Long) teaches six sec
tions of math at COM-2 of sta
tistics, 2 of finite mathematics, 
and 2 pre-college math courses. 

The two pre-college sections, 
he says, are so small that he only 
counts them as one, he's not too 
excited about them anyway. 
What does excite him are the 
statistics courses. It's useful in 
everyday life," he tells you, and 
gives you an example like this; 
"You're drivin' down the street 
and are confronted by, say, two 
blacks who weren't quite t rue to 
you." 

If you hadn't had statistics you 
might think that all blacks are 
people you gotta watch out for. If 
you had had statistics you'd 
know that a sum of two just isn't 
sufficient to say anything about 
the whole population. 

The whole purpose of statistics 
is to teach you ho~ to collect a 
good random sample and study 
statistics about t he mean stand
ard deviation, and things like 
that. Based on these statistics, 
you can determine what the 
whole population is probably 
like." 

The next thing I asked him 
was how he ended up at COM. He 
replies, "When I was about 23 I 
snapped, that man, I had control 
of my own life. 

I was an engineer, living a life I 
didn't like - doing a job I hated. 
So I just decided to quit what I 
was doing and go back to school 
<ind try and become a teacher. I 
already had a bachelors m engin
eering from General Motors 
Institute {Flint, Michigan-ed.) 
and was an engineer for a year 
and a half. 

Hated it - it was just a drag. 
Engineering the control panels 
for conveyor belts and things - a 
plant engineer engineering a 
plant that makes Oldsmobiles. 
Blew off that job - hated it. 
Saved up twelve thousand bucks 
figuring that it would be enough 
for me to get masters degree. 
Just barely was. 

Two and half years later I got 
that piece of paper and some 
teaching experience at Michigan 

State and sent out applications to 
120 junior colleges and maybe 
ten or twelve high schools in 
California, along the coast of 
Georgia, and along the coast of 
Texas. Anyplace near a big city, 
near a coast, and with a warm 
climate. Had to get out of that 
miserable cold." 

"Of 120 places, only about 80 
wrote back, only four of them 
offered me any kind of encour
agement at all. One, COM, flew 
me down for an interview. Two 
others said I could come out 
there for an interview, one in 
Florida, one in Los Angeles. 

At COM they showed me all 
around, put me through a six 
hour interrogation, -everything 
from democracy to sex. Man, 
they check ya out. They asked 
me back three weeks after that 
and here I am." He's been here 
about three years now. 

Mr. Long or Bas , if you 
prefer, sponsors the track club at 
COM . . . it meets every 
Wednesday at around four 
o'clock at the College of the 
Mainland track. 

Bill Long 

Bas hopes to stay at COM as 
long as he can, and he's now 
working on being given tenure, 
so he won't continue to hired on a 
year to year basis, as is done for 
the first t hree years a teacher 
works at a school. Ultimately, we 
can all find some purpose in life, 
especially if statist ics are in your 
favor. 

MULTITALENTED SHOWMANSHIP-Reb Smith and guest 
appearance by two of his friends helped make the night a well 
rounded piece of musical showmanship. Smith started the night 
alone, playing songs of his own rapping and joking w ith the 
crowd. His female accompianist switched off and on throughout 
the night between banjo, guitar, and violin. Smith switched from 
pick guitar, slide guitar, mandolin, and a exotic instrument called 
a dulcimer. The use of many instruments showed the 
multitalents of the musicians and made for a night of good 
bluegrass and folk music. 

-

BALLROOM DANCIN~ RETURNS - Enthusiasm is high among the 49 member Ballroom Dance 
class at C:OM, according to Marion King, instructor. Consistently high attendance indicates the 
overall attitude. A new class w ill form for the spring semester of College of the Mainland's Continuing 
Education. For additional information, call 938-1211, Ext. 296. 
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BASKETBALL 

Texas Southmost Junior College 
vs Comets: 

The comets took a 101-67 
victory over the Southmost 
Junior College with Ed Benson, 

Ephrain Griffin and J immy 
Bimmage who led the charge. 
The Comets held the victory in 
their hand all through the game. 
In the first 10 minutes of the 
game, t he Comets built up a 
28-12 lead over the Scorpions. 
The Scorpions made a surprising 
comeback with the score 36-33 
but couldn't hold on as the 
fighting Comets left the score at 
intermission 42-35. Benson, the 
number one main player for the 
super Comets, was the high point 
man with nine shots from the 
floor and three free throws while 
Playboy Ephrain Griffin scored 
20 handsome points and J umping 
Jimmy Bimmage added the rest 
of the fire power with 14 points. 
Steady Ed pulled in 16 rebounds 
while Jumping Jimmy came back 
with eight rebounds. The Scor
pions Gondo Muniz was high 
point man with 22 points. 

* * * 

Mainland Comets vs. Schreiner 

MAINALND 
Benson 
Bimmage 
Turner 
Griffin 
Lynch 
Anderson 
Francis 
Reagan 

26 pts 
3 pts 
5 pts 

18 pts 
15 pts 
8 pts 
2 pts 
2 pts 

10 rbs 
5rbs 

14 of 28 free throws 10 total. 
79-84 Schreiner 

Score 75-75 at end of regulation 
37-30 Mainland at half 

Mainland Comets 54 Laredo 47 
Mainland Comets 66 Alvin 76 

2nd place trophy was earned by 
Comets. ------ --

Ry James Gilmore 
Sports Editor 

1ST ROUND STANDINGS: 
COM INTRAMURAL 3-0N-3 

BASKETBALL 

Team 
No Names 
Sports 
Warriors 
The Heads 
The Organiza

tion 

Won 
2 
1 
1 
1 

0 

Lost 
0 
1 
1 
1 

2 

3-on-3 basketball is relatively 
new to this campus in an 
organized manner. Leroy August 
seems to feel that the fellows 
enjoy this style of play. He 
states, "3-on-3 is popular because 
a player who is not in top-shape 
doesn't have to run up and down 
the court as in full court 
regulation games. 

• • * 

POOL TOURNAMENT 

In a double elimination Pool 
Tourney held Thursday, Nov. 8, 
Arnold Taylor managed to hold 
off all competitors to capture top 
honors. Placing 2nd and 3rd were 
Isaac Toliver and Charles Bottin, 
respectively. 

* * * 
In the women's division held 

Friday, Nov. 9, Alesia Hurst 
maintained a cool head and hot 
hand to sail through the tourna
ment coming out the winner. Pat 
Haire, who had been beaten 
earlier, was placed in the "losers 
bracket" and worked her way 
back into contension but still fell 
short when confronted again 
with the stubborn Alesia. Fin
ishing 3rd was Alice Bennett who 
just can't seem to win the big 
games. And picking up speed to 
finish 4th was Karen Atkinson, 
our student life program advisor . 

• * * 

INTRAMURAL 
INFORMATION 

Entries are now being accept
ed for the COM Archery Shoot
ing Contest to be held December 
3. 

Coming soon will be a men's 
one-on-one Basketball Tourna
ment. More information can be 
obtained at the Intramural Of
fice, College Center, Room 216 or 
contact Leroy August. --~-----, r 
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LETTER WRITERS • 

WHERE ARE YOU 

NOW THAT WE NEED YOU? 
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New Student Group Begins 
NEW GROUP BEGINS 

There is a new organization on 
the campus of COM these days. 
The group open to all people is 
called the BAPTIST STUDENT 
UNION. Though the officers are 
Baptist students the group is 
open to any person who wishes to 
participate regardless of race, 
creed, or religious affiliation. 

"The BSU is an organization of 
college students who are seeking 
to understand themselves and 
the Christian faith more clearly. 
BSU involves many things -
Bible study, missions, fellowship, 
speakers, films, parties, sharing, 
growth", according to a BSU 
spokesman. 

There is no membership roll or 
dues of any kind. You become a 
part of the BSU by just partici
pating. The COM BSU has a goal 
of $200 to contribute to the 
statewide efforts to raise $65,000 
to send out 108 summer mission
aries all over the U.S. and 
several countries abroad next 

summer. There are BSU's on 
some 85 campuses in Texas 
which involve thousands of stu
dents. 

The BSU is meeting on Tues
day mornings at 8: 15 for Bible 
study, fellowship, and speakers. 
Officers meet on Wednesdays. 

Some students have expressed 
interest in meeting at another 
time than 8: 15. For information 
about the meeting plac(1 and 
BSU, talk to any of the people 
listed here: Don Shepherd (pres
ident) at 945-4696; David Bell 
(program chairman) at 948-1839; 
Carrie Bryant (secretary) at 
945-6465; Billy Bruner (publicity 
chairman) at 948-3855; Sherry 
Grimes at 945-6812; or Ernest 
Bogan, Jr. at 948-1007. 

Working with the group is 
Doyle Ryan who is also director 
of the Baptist Student Union at 
the University of Texas Medical 
Branch in Galveston. He can be 
reached at the BSU Center there 
at 763-3044 or at home nights at 
744-5592. 

•••••••••••••••••••••rm••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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: (There is no charge for Classified haul them away 1s welcom~ to: 
: Ads - Give them to Information them. Contact Anne Sherril at • 

: Desk. Resubmit if ad is to ext. 317 or Suite B in the L.R.C.: 
: continue) • • • 

FOR SALE-2 nursing uniforms, 
size 6, 2 caps, shoes, and books. 
Call 488-0933 in Houston or 
945-3273. 

FOR SALE OR TRADE-1969 
Ford, Mach I, 351 engine, 3 speed 
transmission headers, Crane 
Cam, double valve springs, Hol
ley 780 Dual line, Call Mike at 
935-5127. 

• • • 
FOR SALE-1 Royale Mercury 
portable typewriter with carry
ing case. In new condition. 
Asking $30. Inquire at 945-5337. 

• • • 

• • • 
WANTED-Pinto body in good. 
shape or wrecked on the driver's: 
side and or front end. Contact: 
Bob Shinn at 935-2689 after 5: 
p.m. 

• • • 
. . . . 

FOR SALE-22 automatic Rem-: 
ington Fieldmaster rifle with: 

HELP WANTED-Girls eager to scope. Asking $50. Remington: 
work, dependable. We need • 
mainly night help to work at a Sportsman 58, 12 gauge shotgun : 

in new condition, $75. 20 gauge, : 
family restaurant. Apply in per- H-R shotgun, full choke, almost : 

• son after 2 p.m. at Western new for $25. Contact Phil Bonisra: 
: Sizzlin' Steak House on 61st and at 3204 Ave. G, Dickinson. : 
: Sea wall in Galveston. No ex per- • 
: ience necessary. • • • : 
: . . . : 
:FOR SALE-1962 Dodge Lancer This is available free space for: 
:Station Wagon. 225 cu. in. slant YOUR Classified Ad. How about: 
: six. Asking $100. Also old set of selling those used books, out-: 
: Slingerland Drums with stands grown bicycles, extra car you: 
: for $100. CaU Danny at 945-6907. don't need (or can't afford), : 
• • • • clothing, or anything you don't: 
;FREE-80 pink bricks, good for want or can't use. This is the: 
:bookcases. Anyone who wants to place-advertise. : 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••I 

New GI Benefits Are Available 
Veterans have an option to go 

to college with assistance pay
ments from the GI Bill. Now the 
veterans who haven't finished 
high school can get assistance 
payments to allow them to do so. 
This plan does not subtract from 
the full college plan already 
available to them. 

At College of the Mainland we 

have many veterans in the plan. 
They attend General Education 
Classes for twenty-five hours a 
week and draw the same amount 
of assistance pay as a full time 
college student. 

All interested veterans should 
contact College of the Mainland's 
Veterans Affairs Office for com
plete information. 

STUDENT CENTER 

DECEMBER 5 

House 
LINDA AND MARTIN 

BERRY 

Present Pop And Folk Music Of 
A Different Style. 

FREE 2 P.M. 

Maml,md Co,11e1 November 28, 1973 

& CULTURE + ...... .,..,. 
~ CORNER 

BOOKS MUSIC 
C,hanges are everywhere! Es

timated time for a change in the 
type of measurements used in 
the United States is 1982. To 
ready yourself for the change, 
the best idea is to begin to 
"Think Metric", according to 
Gerard Kelly who has written 
METRIC SYSTEM SIMPLIFI
ED. 

The system is based on decim
al points or units of 10 which 
KelJy says are easier to use than 
our present ancient system. The 
new book will ready you for a 
change that Kelly says will make 
life easier once you get the hang 
of it. 

METRIC SYSTEM SIMPLI
FIED is only one of the scores of 
books published by STERLING 
PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. 
(419 Park Avenue South, New 
York 10016). Other books that 
are easy to read and are filled 
with excellent illustrations as 
well as an abundance of enter
taining information include PEB
BLE COLLECTING & POLISH
ING, CAGE BIRD IDENTIFI· 
ER, the annual GUINNESS 
SPORTS RECORDS BOOK• 
SECRET LIFE OF SMALL 
ANIMALS, ADVANCE 
BRIDGE, BIRDS THAT FLY IN 
THE NIGHT, to mention only a 
few. 

The brightly colored books 
that will make your library 
complete only cost from about 
$2.50 to $3.50 with the exception 
of special editions such as the 

ADVANCED BRIDGE which 
sells for $6.95. 

If you are interested in the 
early history of Hawaii, buy a 
copy of SOMEWHERE WITHIN 
THIS HOUSE by Jean Francis 
Webb and get double your 
money. This book, published by 
David McKay Co., Inc. of New 
York, ($6.95), is a mystery set in 
early Hawaii and is excellently 
written. The suspense builds 
from the opening pages and 
expands until the conclusion. For 
the hopeful writer, it is a 
first-class example of how to 
write a good mystery novel. 

You will probably enjoy 
SOMEWHERE WITHIN THIS 
HOUSE so much that you will 
want to buy a copy of Webb's 
highly praised ROSES FROM A 
HAUNTED GARDEN - a pre
vious book. 

Remember Jane Fonda - well 
there-are two other Fondas who 
grab their share of the news in 
one way or another. McKay has 
also published THE FABULOUS 
FONDAS by James Brough with 
plenty of photos. The intimate 
facts that created the private 
lives of Peter and Jane which 
finally thrust them into the 
limelight of the public can be 
yours for $6.95. Judge for 
yourself the impact of their 
father, Henry Fonda, on their 
lives and the impact of theirs on 
his. An unusual study of family 
life of the famous and rich. 

By JUNE ANGERSTEIN 

Henry , Peter, and Jane Fonda-- from 
James Brough ' s THI~ FABULOUS FONDAS. 
David McKay Co ., Publisher . 
Photograph by Don Ornitz. 

ENROLL IN JOURNALISM! 

THE WHO: QUADROPHENIA 
MCA/Track Records MCA2-
10004 

Somehow, I get the feeling 
that I've been here before, and 
I'm back again and lilting it. I've 
heard it before in Tommy, Who's 
Next, and Pete Townshend's solo 
Who Came First and the Town
shend trademark has returned, 
slickly packaged in beautiful 
black and white on this last 
masterful effort. 

QUADROPHENIA, by the 
way, is not a showpiece for a new 
four channel disc process. It 
refers to the subject of the story, 
who is schizoid four ways, that is, 
quadrophenic. We follow a , ,s
cinating mental case through the 
summer of 1965 on the British 
Coast with his four personalities 
represented by four themes on 
the album. The first theme, 
Roger's theme is referred to as 
that of a tough guy who 
nonetheless depicts himself a 
Helpless Dancer in the flux of 
society, who has no control over 
his life. 

The second, Keith's theme, 
shows him a lunatic bell boy. The 
third, John's theme portrays him 
the stereotype of the mid 60s 
british mod and rocker juvenile. 
Finally, Pete's theme shows him 
what he fears he really may be, a 
poor beggp.r, and the definitive 
hypocrite. The struggle of the 
four personalities in the one boy 
provides the basis for the work. 

The themes appear in succes
sion at the beginning and during 
the.. alblUJI with the Qt.her .cuts 
appropriately placed, and in 
fugue at the end of the album. 
The lead vocalist, Roger Daltrey, 
it says, was responsible for the 
idea, with Townshend, of course, 
responsible for everything else, 
with John Entwistle bass, horns, 
vocals, and Keith Moon, percus
sion and vocals, as usual. 

This Who album has more than 
the usual number of Who gim
micks, with dramatic sound 
effects spun skillfully into the 
mix. Crowds, rain, sea, summer 
thunder, a brass band and an old 
'65 Who concert are flashed upon 
the audio in brief glimpses. Also 
new to the Who is what sounds 
like synthesized brass on "5:15", 
but may be for real. 

The music is perfectly orches
trated and mixed throughout, 
and I could go on much further 
about it. If you like the Who and 
if you got off to Tommy, you'll 
really be able to get into this one. 

This is a new Townshend 
masterpiece that you'll be hear
ing more about. It should endure, 
as other who works, like Tommy, 
·n the semi-hard rock arena. 

com 
Books lore 

The Bookstore will begin 
buying back used textbooks in 
December. The buy back 
period commences on Dec. 13, 
and will end on or about Jan. 
3. All students wishing to sell 
their books must do so only on 
these dates. 

$AVE 
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1,000th RECIPIENT Mrs. Cathy Mobley receives her high school equivalency certificate from 
Wallace Dommert, (right) a counselor in College of the Mainland's Adult Basic Education program, 
while Bill Spillar, Director of ABE, looks on. 

Mrs. Cathie Mobley, of Texas 
City, was Golleg~ of the Main
lands l,000th General Education 
Development recipient. She 
dropped out of school six years 
ago, finally, with strong encour
agement from her husband, she 
returned to school and gained 
her high school equivalency 
certificate. 

According to Bill Spillar, dir
ector of Adult Basic Education, 
the 999 other students who have 
completed the GED program 
since it began in 1970 did so 
because of three main reasons: 

job requirements, to enter col
lege, and for personal satisfac
tion. The one for job requirement 
is the reason most given; another 
fourth take it because of college 
entrance requirements, and the 
remainder make up the group 
who take it for personal satisfac
tion. 

To earn the high school equi
valency certificate one must 
successfully complete a series of 
five tests which cover the basic 
areas of high school study. These 
tests are: (1) correctness and 
effectiveness of expression 

Board President Offers 
Invitation To Students 

By Judy Bevers 
Staff Reporter 

Paul Teague started out on a 
steering committee when the 
College of the Mainland was still 
in the planning stage. He has 
served on the Board of Trustees 
since the school has been open 
and is now president of the 
board. 

"The two main objectives of 
the Board, are to make policies 
and to consider and act upon any 
suggestions or r ecomendations 
presented to it," Teague explain
ed. "The Board also provides and 
appropriates all facilities and 
funds. Its current efforts consist 
of reviewing all existing policies 
for needed changes and of 
reviewing the quality of the 
present teaching process." PAUL TEAGUE 

Board President 
December 13th, and the follow
ing meetings will be on the 4th 
Thursday of each month at 4:30 
p.m. 

(grammar, spelling, and punct
iauation), (2) interpretation of 
reaoing m .. teriab in sucial stud
ies (government and history); (3) 
interpretation of reading mat
erials in the natural sciences 
(general science-biology, chem
istry, and physics); (4) interpre
tation of literary materials (liter
ature); and (5) general math
ematical ability (fractions, per
centages, graphs, and elemen
tary algebra). 

To be eligible to take the GED 
test, a person must be at least 17-
years-old and out of school for a 
year; or be 18-years-old and 
withdrawn from school. One 
must be a resident of COM's 
district to take the test at no 
charge, but any other Texas 
resident may take it for $5. 

Additional information re
garding the GED and ABE 
programs may be obtained by 
calling 928-1211, Ext. 293. 

Reg istratlon 
And 

Fee Payment 
Hours 

Registration and fee payment 
will be by alpha order of 
student's last name according to 
the schedule below: 

JANUARY 14 Monday 
U-Z .. . .. . .. 1:00 OR 5:15 p.m. 
A-C . ..... . . 1:30 OR 5:30 p.m. 
D-G . . ...... 2:00 OR 5:45 p.m. 
H-J ... . .. . . 2:30 OR 6:00 p.m. 
K-M ... .. .. . 3:00 OR 6:15 p.m. 
N-R . ... .. .. 3:30 OR 6:30 p.m. 
S-T . .... . .. 4:00 OR 6:45 p.m. 
FINAL REGISTRATION 

BEGINS AT 7:00 p.m. 

bcJd•lt Paper 
Procedures 

Anyone wanting to ~ticipate 
in saving paper fM" recycling 
needs to separate the paper to be 
recycled from normal trJeh in his 
office. Designa_te a spah or spot 
for recyclable paper aQd notify 
the custodians that any and all 
paper in that spot is to be 
recycled. 

The Ecology Club does not 
want to have crumpled paper so 
please leave it flat. If you do not 
expectorate or dump coffee or 
cigarettes or cigar butts in your 
waste basket and . want to 
designate the waste basket as 
your spot, fine. However, the 
custodians will not be expected 
to sort recyclable paper from 
trash in any instance. 

continued on page 3 

College Center Dance 
Begins New Tradition 

On Monday, Dec. 17, the 
Entertainment Committee is 
sponsoring a special night of rock 
and roll. This committee has 
be~n worllig very hard to make 
this dance a big success. Tickets 
are now on sale from the 
students for $1 for students and 
$1.50 for non-students. 

The music for the dance will be 
provided by RIVERSIDE, a rock 
band from Austin. In their last 
performance here, Riverside was 
widely acclaimed as the finest 
band this college had ever had. 
People put in a request to bring 
them back and they are now on 
contract to play for the Christ
mas Dance. All those people who 
saw the band are hyped up about 
this and hope that everyone will 
show up. 

This dance should help start 
the holiday season in good 
fashion. The boogie will take 
place from 8 p.m. until 11:30. 
Everyone is cordially invited to 
come to a good old night of rock 

and rolling. We hope to see 
everyone at the College Center 
and can assur& you of a very 
entertaining night. 

Let's try and make our first 
Christmas dance in two years a 
great success. This college needs 
some good traditional events to 
keep the students interested in 
C.O.M. activities. This dance is a 
good chance to get one of these 
traditional ideas started. 

Closings 
On Campus 
Hours Of Learning 
Resources Center 

Learning Resources Center 
will be closed Dec. 22 through 
Jan. 1, (inclusive). 

While classes are not in 
session, the hours of operation 
will be 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. 

"The concern of the student of 
COM in the activities of the 
Board is evident at all times, but 
especially with regards to polic
ies involving the teaching pro
cess," Teague explained. "It is 
the school policy to promote 
student participation in all as
pects of the college." 

All Board meetings are open to 
anyone who would like to attend. 
The next meeting will be on 

The Board is looking forward 
to student participation at the 
meetings. "The Board welcomes 
students' opinions on the busi
ness discussed at its meetings," 
Teague concluded. 

COM CHOIR PROVIDED CHRISTMAS SPIRIT WITH YULE SONGS 
College Center Was The Scene Of Choir's Annual Carol Presentation 
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Editorial ............... . 
' Around The World At Christmas 4 
it. Christmas comes but once a year; or at least that is the way A 
V t he saying goes. The yulet ide season is probably lhe most 'J 
it. celebrated event around the world, but it is also the most A 
'1 varied one. Traditions governing the celebrations of this 'J 

' 

blessed event vary widely in different countries. A 
HOLLAND - Chr istmas in Holland is an exciting time. 'J 

' 

Instead of Santa arriving on a sleigh, St. Nickolas arrives on a A 
huge steamship. St. Nick ador ns a white bishop's robe and, 'J 
with an assistant Peter, travels t hrough the countryside on a -

it. snow white charger bringing gifts to all the good children. 
V SPAIN• In spain, t he three wise men of the Orient visit the 
it. good children bearing gifts just as in the time of Christ, but on A 
V Jan. 6, instead of on Dec. 25. '1 
it. IT ALY • Instead of a jolly fat ma n, Italian children be~ieve in A 
V a kind old witch - LaBefana. On the twelfth day of Christmas, 'J 

0 
children place their shoes beside a manger. Then sometime A 
during t he night, LaBefana fills them with gifts and candy, or 'J 
maybe some coal if the child is mischievious. A 

ft. SWEDEN • Swedish children. cele~rate Ch~istmas with a 'J 
V little elf, named J ultom~em. !fe l!ves 1~ t he at~1c or under the -
ftt. boards in t he barn. He 1s qmte t my, with a pomted cap and a 
V small red coat. When he has to t ravel a long distance, he rides -
ii.. on the back of a goat. At Christmastime he brings the children 
V gifts, putting them under the family t ree or hiding them under -
A cushions on the floor. 
V GERMANY • A Ger ma~ Christ~as is a great_ deal like the 
A American one. The on!y d1ff~rence 1s t hat Santa is_ replaced ~Y A 
V Kriss Kringle, who brmgs gifts to all the good chtldren. Kriss 'J 

0 
wears a white robe and a fine gold crown. St: Nickolas helps A 
him by watching over the children. If the children are good, 'J 

0 
toys and gifts will be under t he tree. A switch signifies bad A 
behavior . 'J 

MEXICO • The most unusual Christmas celebration comes ' 
it. from Mexico, our nearest neighbor. Children break an earthen 
V Pinata filled with candy, nuts, and toys. Most Mexican fa~il!es -
it. celebrate Christmas with a party followed by a Nat1V1ty 
• Procession t hrough town. Then each child is given ~ stick to 
A swing at the jar. The jar soon breaks open and the children are A 
V showered with gifts, candy, and fruit. 'J 

' 

Even t hough the celebrations vary widely around the world, A 
it is a sacred and exciting event. Chr istmas is the happiest and '1 
busiest time of the year for milions of people around the world. A 

& However, it is still a holiday filled with religious ceremonies 'J 
' ,nd p<aym of th,nk,g;ving -

A Even though the celebrations-vary widely around the world, a 
• it is a sacred and exciting event. Christmas is the happiest and 'J 
A. busiest time of the year for miJlions of people around the A 
V world. Many persons look forward to t he happy parties and 'J 
it. exchanging of gifts. However, it is still a holiday filled with A 
V religious ceremonies and prayers of thanksgiving. 'J 

Mainland Comet 

European Jobs 

Available Year Round 
"Jobs for young people 18 to 29 

are now available in Europe any 
time of the year", said Dr. F.X. 
Gordon, President of Princeton 
Research, at an interview with 
Stanford University and Palo 
Alto High School students re
cently. 

Dr. Gordon noted that unem
ployment rates on the European 
Common Market are 50 per cent 
less than that in the United 
States. There are some 1,300,000 
High school and college grad
uates entering the job seeking 
market and jobs are scarce. 

Some high school grads, col
lege Freshmen, Sophomores, and 
Juniors are planning to take a 
year off from the "academic 
treadmill" to expand their minds 
by working and traveling. 

Jobs Europe is one such 
program. Its aim is to give young 
people 18 to 29 years of age, an 
inexpensive and unique oppor
tunity to live in, and learn about, 
Europe. 

"In the past 13 years we have 
found jobs in Europe for 10,823 
young people. Three thousand 
jobs are now available anytime of 
the year - Winter, Spring, 
Summer, and Fall", stated Gor
don. 

These are guaranteed salaried 
jobs which are mostly for train
ees (general help) as steward
esses and stewards on trains, 
with large first class hotels, 
restaurants, supermarkets, and 
department stores in Switzer
land, England, and Belgium. 
Most jobs include room and 
board in addition to local salary. 
Friends can even work together 
if they apply together . 

For further details send a 
stamped self-addressed large en
velope· to Jobs Europe, 2350 
Bean Creek Road, Santa Cruz, 
California, 95060. 

STAFF EXHIBIT - Mrs. Carol Veth, College of the Mainland's Coordinator of Exhibits, is shown 
setting up the recently held " Groove-On Gallery" exhibit which featured the prized possessions of 
COM's staff members. 
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Working Toward A Scholarship 

STUDENT 
SPOTLIGHT 

By James Gilmore 
Staff Reporter 

Edward Benson, age 20, a 
sophomore and also second year 
basketball player at the College 
of the Mainland, was born in 
Houston. He is now living in 
NASA while attending C.O.M. 
He attended Kashmere Senior 
High before he transferred to 
Sam Houston as a basketball 
player. 

"I attended Sam Houston as 
this was my best opportunity of 
becoming a good player, and I 
was the only black starter 
there," Benson said. "I did e njoy 
the two years in school and 
playing ball. I guess I would have 
to say basketball has become a 
hobby for me. I've been playing 
for the last six years and it has 
been fun. 

In 1971, Benson made all 
tournament as a junior, in 1972 
he made all tournament and 
second team all district at Sam 
Houston. 

In 1973, at C.O.M. he was 
elected most valuable player, 
first team all conference and 
during the 1973 season, made all 
tourney in the Alvin tournament. 

"I'm not trying to take all t he 
credit for myselr', Benson said. 
"Without the other players there 
wouldn't be a Comet basketball 
team. We had a great bunch of 

EDWARD BENSON 
guys last year and we always 
tried to stick together. The 
Comets this year look like we'r e 
getting off on a great spark. We 
are hoping to have a better team 
this year than last year, and it's 
going to take not five players, 
but all 11 to keep the Comets 
rolling. We hope we can get 
plenty of fans to support us. I'm 
hoping to receive a scholarship to 
a four year school in 1974. This 
year at Mainland has been 
wonderful to me," Benson con
cluded. 

Photo By Dan Thompson 
A NO-NO! - Charlotte Anderson helps Fred Zimmerman 
release fish that illegally took his bait. 

NEW STUDENT GROUP 
NOT TO BEGIN HERE 

There is NOT a new organization on the campus of COM 
these days. The group open to all people is called the 
BAPTIST STUDENT UNION, and is the Baptist Student 
Union at the University of Texas Medical Branch in 
Galveston which offers membership to students at COM. 
Doyle Ryan, director, can be reached at the BSU Center at 
763-3044 or at home nights at 744-5592. 

COM students belonging to the organization who can be 
contacted for information about the meeting place and time 
are: Don Shepherd, 945-6465; Billy Brewer, 948-3855; 
Sherry Grimes, 945-6812; or Ernest Bogan, Jr., 948-1007. 
These students can frequently be found together in the 
College Center because of the common interest they share. 

SPRING SEMESTER 

BEGINS 

JANUARY 16. 
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HUMANISTIC SOCIOLOGIST 

Teacher P,olile 
By Dan Thompson 

Asst. Managing EditoJ 

The fact that Ginny Steib 
emphasizes she is a Ms. and not a 
Mrs. is indicative of the lady's 
liberal mind and role as a 
"humanistic" sociologist at COM. 

A temporary teacher, she enjoys 
teaching here and would like 
very much to stay on. Her 
educational background is varied 
considering she attended four 
colleges, one of which was the 
University of the Americas in 
Mexico City where she majored 
in writing. 

It wasn't until her last year of 
school that she switched her 
English major to sociology and 
here she is. She received her 
bachelor of art degree at the 
University of Texas and her 
master of art degree at the 
University of Houston. 

Ms. Steib defines her role as a 
"humanistic" sociologist (as op
posed to the academic view
point), "as staying farther in the 
mainstream to talk about how 
society should be as opposed to 
describing how it is. This ap
proach definitely involves the 
societal viewpoint but gets into 
the political aspects as well." 

She enjoys teaching on the 
college level, because of the 
excitement and enthusiasm gen
erated by young people. A 
multifaceted person, her varied 
outside activities include politics 
(she describes the world situa
tion as a 'mess'), reading (her 

. . . 

GINNY STEIB 

favorites are Vonnegut, Heller 
and Freidman) as well as going t-0 
'lots of movies'. 

She and her husband, who 
teaches mathematics at the Uni
versity of Houston, are both into 
camping. Due to one of their 
excursions, they both consider 
the mountains of Colorado the 
ideal place to live but unfortun
ately teaching jobs are scarce. 

Discussing the projects some 
of her students are doing, she 
described the purpose of the 
course as getting in touch with 
the way people live and develop
ing a sense of social conscious
ness. 

Right on, Ms. Steib. 

. . 

Mainland Comet 

Actors 
Wanted 

College of the Mainland's 
Community Theater members 
will begin production of their 
next play this month, the Shake
~pearean comedy The Taming of 
the Shrew. The play will be 
presented Feb. 1, 2, 8, 9, 15 and 
16. 

Those who are interested in 
undertaking this fine endeavor 
should meet in Room 117 of the 
Fine Arts Building through Dec. 
12 for try-outs. This second 
production will be directed by 
Jacque' Browning Perkowski. 

Mrs. Perkowski says she will 
need about 20 enthusiastic peo
ple from high school age up. She 
is not especially looking for 
experienced Shakespearean act
ors, just interested people who 
will enjoy presenting a Shakes
pearean play. 

Everyone is welcome to try
out; ii you want you can bring 
your favorite Shakespearean 
speech-or if you prefer, you will 
be provided with one. Further 
information concerning try-outs 
can be obtained by calHng Mrs. 
Bea Weberlein. Staff Production 
Manager, 945-6342. 

Recyclable Paper On Campus 
Maintenance will provide sep

arate containers for recyclable 
materials and trash at each 
disposal point. The custodians 
will deposit paper and trash in 
the proper container and main
tenance will carry recyclable 
materials to the Ecology Club's 
gathering center, and the trash 
will be carried to the dumpster 
as usual. 
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WINS AWARDS · Zanetta Burnet won First Place ribbon in the 
recent COM student photo contest. She also won Best of Show 
trophy and Third Place ribbon. 

BASKETBALL 

College of the Mainland open
ed its conferences games with a 
stunning 66-53 upset victory over 
the defending G.C.J.C.I.C. Con
ference Champion Alvin Dol
phins. The victory, the first by 
the Comets over Alvin in the 
four-year history of the Gulf 
Coast conference, boosted COM 
over the .500 mark for the first 
time this season with a 4-3 mark, 
while Alvin's record now stands 
at 10-9. 

Although an all-out defensive 
effort by the entire team was the 
key factor in the win, the Comets 
did place four players in the 
double figures in the contest, 
with Larry Turner and Eldridge 
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By James Gilmore 
Sport!> Editor 

Anderson sharing the top honors 
for the hometowners with 15 
points each. Other twin-digit 
players were Jim Bimage with 12 
points, and Ed Benson with 10. 
Turner also led the team in 
rebounds, with 13, while Benson 
was tops in the assist depart
ment with four. 

Alvin's Bill Knox was high
point man for the game with 16 
points, while teammate Pete 
Huizar registered 13. 

College of the Mainland enter
tained Shcreiner Junior College 
of Kerrville in the Comet dome, 
then journeyed to Freeport to 
participate in the Brazosport 
Junior College tournament. They 
returned to conference action on 
Dec. 10, when they play host to 
Brazos port. 

NEW CHEERLEADERS - After tryouts, Liz Cassidy, left, and 
Marsha Smith emerged as the two new cheerleaders for College 
of the Mainland. The tryouts were necessary when two 
cheerleaders had to drop out of the activity . ------ -- ..._ -- ----, r 

I 
I 

Letters To The Editor I 
I 

Dear Editor, 

While addressing the Repub
lican stalwarts on C.B.S. Nixon 
was asked by Oregon's Governor 
Tom McCall whether Repub
licans might be blindsided by 
more bombs. Nixon replied "If 
there are any more bombs, I'm 
not aware of them." The next day 
another bomb dropped on his 
worried head. This one was due 
to an 18 minute bomb, the silent 
part of the tape. Judge Sirica, 
Jaworski, and the Irwin Com
mittee may as well forget about 
the tapes, as they have been 
doctored. There is nothing to be 
found on them of any value. 
Concentrate on I.T.T., Milk Deal, 
Wheat Deal, Campaign Financ
ing, and the good Lord knows 
what els<>. 

P.S. Take heed fellow Demo
erats, Nixon will not finish his 

term. There is a Ford in your 
future. P.B . 

Dear Editor: 

As a youngster I was taught in 
school that our country has three 
branches of government: the 
Legislative, the Judicial, and the 
Executive . 

As I grew older. another 
branch has been added Bureau
cracy. Apparently three branch
es were not enough; or should I 
say, too many for Mr. Nixon. 
From all indications, he is trying 
to abolish all four of them. Up to 
now he has been acting the part 
of a dictator. He has managed to 
circumvt>nt all branches of the 
govt•rnment to his advantage. 
The best Christmas present he 
could give our country would be 
lo rt•sign and give our country 
bal·k lo thr pt•ople. 

Phil Bonura 
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· JUMPING FOR JOY 

····················•·~· ··· ·········································--
j Classified Ads ~ 
t •••• ••• •••••••••••i • n'•• m • • •••• 

: (There is no charge for Classified 
: Ads - Give t hem to Information 
: Desk. Resubmit if ad is to 
: continue) 

• • • 
HELP W ANTl:D-Oirl1 eager to 
work, dependable. We need 
mainly night help to work at a 
family restaurant. Apply in per
son after 2 p.m. at Western 
Sizzlin' Steak House on 61st and 
Seawall in Galveston. No exper
ience neCUQr7, . , 

• • •• 
ROCK ALBUMS for sale, $2 
each, very good to like new 
condition. Such groups as Led 
Zepplin, Yes, King Crimson, etc. 
Call Mark at 938-7980 after 6:30 

·································= . 
1968 Cougar, loaded, $600; XL: 
250 Honda, nobby tires, engine : 
modified, megaphone, bored out: 
287 cam, $500; Honda Minitrail: 
50, 1 yr. old, $150; White: 
Dressmaker cabinet model sew
ing machine, hems, quilts, but
tons & botton holes, and mono
grams. Used about three times, 
$150; Two heavy office desks, 
modern with formica wood grain 
finish, $100 each; Washer and 
dryer both in r.oppertone. Wash- ~ 
er $75, dryer, $50; Motor cycle : 
trailer made to carry three bikes, : 
$100; Electric stove, $50; Queen : 
size bedspread, custom made, : 
$28; Set of Encyclopedia Brit- : 
tannica and year books, $20; : 
Swing set, $12; Call Janet : 

• p.m. Walker at 945-3273. 
• • • • • . . 
: WANTED-Pinto body in good • • • : 
: shape or wrecked on the driver's : 
: side and or front end. Contact This is available free space for : 
: Bob Shinn at 935-2689 after 5 YOUR Classified Ad. How about: 
~ P· m. • • • selling those used books, out-: 
• grown bicycles, extra car you: 
: FOR SALE-2 nursing uniforms, don·t need (or can·t afford),: 
: size 6, 2 caps, shoes, and books. clothing, or anything you don't: 
: Call 488-0933 in Houston or want or can't use. This is the: 
: 945-3273. place-advertise. : 

=···················· ·············~·-······························· 
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~ CULTURE •• · mJ-.... ~~ 
~BOOKS CORNER 

Communist! Socialjst! we've 
heard those words ever since we 
were little kids, but have you 
ever really wondered what it's all 
about? Like most of us you 
probably have wondered but 
never wanted to commit yourself 
to any long semester course 
covering the subject. Well here is 
a chance to gain some insight on 
the subject in RADICAL 
PARADOXES (Oilemmas of the 
American Left 1945-1970) by 
Peter Clecak. This book is 
published by Harper and Row, 
Publishers, Inc. of New York, 
($11.95). 

Clecak wrote this book to 
explore the nature and relevance 
of contemporar y socialisms. The 
book itself includes the thoughts 
of four post-war politically inde
pendent Old Left critics; - C. 
Wr ight Mills, Paul Baran, Paul 
Sweezy, and Herbert Marcuse. 
After presenting a broad section 
of ideas from these critics, with 
his own observations included, 
·he moves on to discuss the 
present and the future of the 
Left. 

The structuring of the book is 
very good, as are the presenta
tion. of the critics thoughts, the 
application of the Left, and, in 
the back, possibly of most 
importance, a well divided and 
labelled collection of his notes. 
Throughout the book he refers 
t he reader back to his notes to 

clarify any lack of comprehension 
that the reader might face. I 
found this very helpful since I 
wasn't exactly "up" with socialist 
theory or history. 

The book gives the reader a 
helpful insight into the goals and 
problems that the New Left is 
facing in America. This can be 
very easily put to everyday 
application, if you take time to 
notice the growing number of 
Socialist candidates in local, 
state, and national elections. 

By Garry lwgers 

MUSIC 
The space cowboy is back and 

as usual is in very fine form. 
Steve Miller who releases one 
album every year around this 
time, and who tours the same 
months each year never lets his 
music get in a rut. This album 
with the song, The Joker, a hit 
now played a good deal on all 
A.M. radio stations. This song is 
very good and has improved the 
quality of music on A.M. radio if 
nothing else. Loving Cup, the 
second cut, brings out Miller's 
pure tenor voice. 

· One finds some very good 
quality acoustic guitar in the 
next couple of songs. This 
acoustical work finds the listener 

awed at the fact that Miller can 
carry songs without :!lny outside 
assistance. 

The band rejoins Miller on a 
song called Evil The blues in this 
song are perhaps th,e finest he 
has ever produced a:nd the live 
crowd beh~nd this song really 
make it work for the listener. 
Side one ends with the song 
Something to Believe In. This is a 
beautiful lullaby ballad with 
some excellent pedal slide steel 
guitar which makes iit an excel
lent cut. 

Side two of this album is the 
rock and roll portion and is 
almost flawless. Sugar Babe is a 
minor classic with up tempo, and 
as opposed to most rock and roll 
screaming, some fine blending of 
voices on all the lyrics. Mary 
Lou, perhaps the worst cut on 
the album, is a reworked version 
of a song that prob~Lbly should 
never have been written. 

The rest of the alll>um shows 
some very fine wor·k on bass 
along with a very good sound 
effects show on sev,eral songs. 
Apparently, the band was out to 
have a good time. All in all this 
album represents another step 
up the ladder ih a fine Texan's 
musical career. The Joker mixes 
some fine rock and roll, blues, 
and acoustic guitar in the finest 
fashion. 

By Ed Brown 

MINORITY LIT STUDIED - Brenda Brown's American literature class has been studying and 
preparing slides of Mexican-American, Afro-American, and Indian-American literature. Students 
report that the topics and method of study have been not only instructional but inte!resting. 

Determined Young Man In Pursuit Of A Goal CORI 
Bookst~ore 

Michael Augustus, a student at 
College fo the Mainland is a 
young man with high goals. He 
hopes to own a broadcasting 
station and earn a Ph.D. in the 
field of communications. 

While he is attending COM, he 
also hosts the College of the 
Mainland's Calendar Show, a 
five-minute radio program aired 
every Thursday night after the 
six o'clock news on radio station 
KILE (1400) in Galveston. 

Moving on to another for m of 
mass-communication he will be
gin serving as co-host with Ed 
Brandon on TURN-ON a half
hour talk show on KTRK-TV 
(channel 13). You can begin 
watching for him on Sundays. 

He also manages a 12-piece 
band, writes and records music, 
and constructs electronic equip
ment. 

Last April he even made a bid 
for a position on the School Board 
of Trustees in La Marque. One of 
the youngest candidates in the 
country to run for this position. 

He has an outstanding record 
of accomplishments behind him 
in the field of mass communica
tions. He has worked as a 
part-time studio assistant and 
producer for Channel 6 in Gal
veston, a writer for the Sam 
Williby Show on KGBC, a disc 
jockey and news reporter for 
KILE, and managing editor of 
t he Golden Triangle Gazette 
Newspaper in Beaumont. 

He has his goals set out and is 
moving towards them in his own 
pattern. He has his past accom
plishments, the academic pur
suits here, and will be enrolling 
in Lamar University's program 
in mass communication. 

Closl11s To Be 
Announced 

College of the Mainland has 
been able to gain the co-opera
tion of these radio stations to 
make announcements in case of 
unscheduled closings of the col
lege. They are as follows: 

KGBC KTLW 
KILE KULF 
KILT KTRH 
KNUZ KXYZ 

The Bookstore will begin 
buying back used textbooks in 
December. The buy back 
period commences on Dec. 13, 
and will end on or about Jan. 
3. All students wishing to sell 
their books must do so only on 
these dates. 
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Jeremy Collins Portrays JFK For Great Issues Lectures 
The Los Angeles TIMES called 

it a "mesmerizing performance." 
The New York TIMES noted "it 
was a unique glimpse of history," 
while PLAYBOY magazine de
clared it "good theatre." 

JFK, the one-man stage por
trait of the late President 
Kennedy, is all these things-and 
much more. Coming to La 
Marque High School on Monday, 
Feb. 4, at 7:30 p.m. as the second 
presentation of College of the 
Mainland's Great Issues Lecture 
Series, the 90-minute show re
captures the spirit of a recent 
segment of American History 
with stunning accuracy. Tickets 
are $2 , with students and senior 
citizens admitted for $1. 

Actor Jeremiah Collins' bril
liant portrayal of JFK has played 
to standing-room only audiences 
from coast to coast. He not only 
looks remarkably like the late 
President but has mastered his 
inflections, gestures, accent and 
movements. Unlike Hal Hol
brook's MARK TWAIN, Collins 
i~ impersonating a man everyone 

saw and it is this remarkable 
challenge that he meets and 
overcomes. 

"One doesn't have to be a 
Kennedy fan to enjoy this unique 
one-man recounting of history," 
commented Larry Smith, asso
ciate dean of continuing educa
tion and community services. 
"The show is educational and 
entertaining-Collins brilliantly 
handles the 90 minutes of chron
ologically-arranged excerpts 
from Kennedy's speeches and 
press conferences from his in
augural address to his last press 
conference," Smith added, point
ing . out that the show had 
received standing ovations at 
colleges, universities and thea
tres throughout the United 
States. 

JFK was the result of a chance 
meeting between Collins and 
veteran actor Pat O'Brien, who 
noted Collins' uncanny resem
blance to John F. Kennedy, as 
well as the success of the Hal 
Holbrook one-man show, MARK 
TWAIN TONIGHT. It took Col
lins two years of concentrated 

study to produce his outstanding 
portrayal. 

Tickets may be ordered by 
sending a check to: Great Issues 
Lecture Series, College of the 
Mainland, 8001 Palmer Highway, 
Texas City, Texas 77590. 

Tickets may also be purchased 
at the following locations: COM 
Business Office; The Daily Sun, 
Texas City; King's Jewelry 
Store, Texas City; UTMB Book
store, Galveston; Rosenberg Li
brary, Galveston; Newsland, 
NASA 1, Clear Lake City; First 
State Bank, Hitchcock; Eiband's 
Galveston; Dr. M.W. Brantford's 
office, Texas City and Mapp's 
Pharmacy, Texas Ctiy. 

"Of course, we always sell 
tickets at the door, but in order 
to insure a seat at this outstand
ing presentation, I would urge 
everyone to get their tickets as 
soon as soon as possible," Smith 
commented. 

Further information regarding 
the program may be obtained by 
calling 938-1211, Ext. 296. 

Theater Presents 
JEREMY COLLINS 

• • •••••••• ••••••• • •••• •• • • ••••• • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • C ~ •: • • • • e , e • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • - : : A • • • • 

Journalism classes 132 & 236 are still open. No prior experience 
is necessary. Class time is every Wednesday from 11 a.m. to 2 

T • 0 f Th s h p.m., in room 218 in ~he Student Center. For more information a m I n g e re w c~n~a~t -B~b-s~~th_ a~ ~h~ ~t~d~n: ~e-nt~r ~ - - - - - - - - -. ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
/ 

................ ........... . 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • TAMING OF THE SHREW A fast-paced and robust com- Perkowski, who has extensive · · · 

Shakespeare's witty battle of edy, Sh,akespe~re's classic tale of acting and production experi~n-v L RC Res Um es HOU rs 
sexes, opened as College of the womans role m a mans ~orld ce. She earned a Bachelor of Fme 
Mainland's next Community has weathered the centuries to Arts degree in Drama-Dance 
Theatre presentation. become even mor~ relevant from the University of Texas and 

Additional performances will today. The Comed1a Players has appeared in many plays at 
be presented on February 8, 9, 15 presentat_ion will .. be in ~o~ern the Clear Creek County Theatre, 
and 16th in the Arena Theater at dress, using the play withm a Baylor University, Balinese The-
8 p.m. Tickets, which are $2 for play" concept as a dramatic atre and in summer stock in 
adults and $1 for students as well vehicle for the wit and wisdom of other parts of the country. Last 
as senior citizens, may be re- Shakespeare. 
served by calling 938-1211, Ext. The production is under the 
225. direction of Jacque Browning 

(See THEATER - page 3) 

LIGHT MOMENT - Cast members in COM's production of The Taming of the Shrew share a 
light moment during rehearsal. Left to right: Stephan Ho1gan as Tranio; Harry Booker who plays 
Lord Vincento and Steve Forgus as Lucention. Opening night is February 1. 

College of the Mainland's 
Learning Resource Center will 
resume its regular services and 
operating hours, according to an 
announcement this week by 
Robert Slaney, director of print 
media. 

The Center is open Monday 
through Thursday, 8 a.m. to 9 
p.m. and Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Citizens of the district are 
reminded that the use of the 
facility is open to all of senior 
high age and above. 

"It is not necessary to be a 
student in order to use the LRC," 
Slaney pointed out. "All that is 
needed is a COM Identification 
Card which can be obtained in 
the Admissions Office." 

Basic Education 
Classes Open 

Adult Basic Education classes 
for people who have not finished 
high school are now in progress 
in the Adult Learning Lab room 
L 212. These classes are held four 
nights a wt•ek and ar(' free. 

Enrollmt•nt is opt•n and on a 
t·ontinuing basis. Call 938-1211. 
Ext. 293 for more information. 

He added that the I.D. card 
serves as a library card to check 
out books, tapes, films and other 
learning materials anytime dur
ing the hours the LRC is open. 

ACT Testing 
Dates Set 

ACT testing dates for this 
school year are Feb. 23, April 27 
and June 15, 1974. The national 
ACT test may be taken at the 
testing center in the administra
tion building. 

All junior colleges and approx
imately one-third of the senior 
institutions in Texas require or 
accept ACT. 

Athletes must take the ACT 
test on national testing dates to 
be eligible for NCAA competi
tion. Locally administered tests 
are not acceptable. 

For additional information re
garding the ACT test or any 
other testing program, call 938-
1211. Ext. 278. 

•.............................. .,, 
! Com 1nd Eve n ts~ 
: 0 See Page 2 : -............................. -
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Editorials. • • 

'The Exorcist' Draws Public Concern 
The movie industry has once again released a shocker to the 

public, and once again concerned citizens are jumping onto the 
bandwagon to raise a cry against lewdness and immorality. 

The recent release of The Exorcist is drawing record crowds to 
the box offices. Unfortunately, it is having another effect as well. 
The movie is stirring many pious adversaries of freedom of 
expression to protest against the jarring quality of the film. It is 
entirely probable that the movie industry responsible for the 
release of the pitture will find more than one lawsuit on it's hands 
because of the ill effects this so called dangerous film may have 
on gullible minds. 

Admittedly, the movie is a direct assault upon the nervous 
system, and the reviews seem to indicate that it is living up to it's 
reputation. Everyone who sees the movie seems to come away 
with a strong feeling about it whether that feeling be positive or 
negative. This however only tends to draw more people to see the 
movie. 

Some people are concerned about the ill effects the movie is 
having on the audience. There are numerous cases of fainting and 
nausea at every showing. Even some doctors are asserting that 
the movie can actually be hazardous to a person's health if the 
person is emotionally unstable. There have already been cases of 
persons who have seen the picture going to a doctor believing 
they are demonically possessed. Many priests say they are getting 
their share of business too, with people's interest in exorcism and 
the black arts revived again. 

Like many movies before it however, The Exorcist runs the risk 
of being cut or banned because a few righteous people take it 
upon themselves to speak for the whole community. Deep Throat 
is a good example of such a situation. It is still in the courts. Many 
parents are worried about the welfare of innocent minds. Many 
strongly recommend that the show be avoided by everyone. 
There are those persons who would deny everyone their right to 
view the movie in its entirety because they themselves did not 
approve of it. If you really want to see The Exorcist, you had 
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Coming Events 
Feb. 5 - MORE THAN LOVE, 
Color Film, College Center, 10 
a.m., 12 p.m., 2 p.m., Room 120. 

• 
Feb. 6 - Peanut Push Relay, 
College Center, 12:30 p.m., Fac
ulty Students, Teams of 3, Enter 
at information desk at College 
Center. 

• 
Feb. 7-22 - "Graphics for Collect• 
ing" from Roten Galleries in 
Baltimore, Maryland. Approxi
mately 75 original prints, priced 
from $6.00 to $100.00, including 
modern masters, older prints, 
manuscripts, etc. in the Gallery. 

• 
Feb. 8 - Gratemala Folklorico 
Ballet and Marimba Band. 

• 
Feb. 12 - SICKLE CELL ANEM-
IA . . .AN INHERITED DIS• 
EASE Color Filmstrip, College 
Center, 10 a.m., 12 p.m., 2 p.m., 
Room 120. 

• 
Feb. 13 · One on One Basketball 
(Men), 12:30 p.m., Gym. 

• 
Feb. 14 - "One-day Sales Exibi-
tion" by Roten Galleries, 11 
a.m.-9 p.m., 1000 prints at 
moderate prices in the Library, 
Mezzanine. 

• 
Feb. 14 · Texas Southern Uni-
versity Concert Choir, 11:00 
a.m., Fine Arts Theatre, per
forming combination Choral & 
Operatic Program. 

• 
Feb. 15 - Women Pool Tourna-
ment, 12 p.m .. Game Room. 

• 
better see it soon because there is a chance it will not reach this Feb. 19 - STRAIGHT TALK 
area, and even if it does, it may not be the full length version. ABOUT PREGNANCY AND 

(Perhaps we should add another admendment to the PRENATAL CARE, (Color Slide 
constitution concerning the right.!_o-huxposea to such shocking~~senfation). College Center, 10 
aftter1air'iment.l- .. a.m .. 12 p.m. & 2 p.m., Room 120. 

Registration Begins 
For Senior Citizens 

It's never too late to go to 
college! Scores of Galveston 
County senior citizens have been 
making this discovery while 
enrolled in the tuition-free 
courses offered as part of College 
of the Mainland's Senior Citizen 
Program. 

Registration is now underway 
for spring semester courses and 
all Galveston County residents 
55 or ov.er are urged to register 
as soon as possible in order to 
insure enrollment in the course 
of their choice. 

The following courses will be 
offered: Arts and Crafts (textile 
painting, decoupage, ecology 
boards), Ceramics (no experience 
needed), Crafty Art of Cooking 
For One or Two (inexpensive, 
nutritious meals), Flower Ar
ranging, Gardening, and Jewelry 
Making (no previous experience 
necessary), Preventive Mainten
ance I many aspects of household 
maintenance). Scrap Craft (mak
ing useful items from discarded 
items), Sewing for Grandchildren 
and Sewing for Seniors. 

The program also includes: 
Sing Along ( no special talent 
needed). Sound Off With Me 
(exploring various problems with 
a professional counselor), Con
versational Spanish, Typing for 
l'l1•asure, What's Happening"! 
lr<·a<ling and disrnssion of cur
n•nt topics. books. music and 
dramal, Woodshop, and Writing 
for 1-'un (('rcativc writing). 

let for people who tend to 
remove themselves from sched
uled activity simply because they 
have retired, or have reached a 
certain age group,'" commented 
Mrs. Sadie Poole, coorinator of 
COM's senior citizens prograr.1. 

By purchasing a Senior Citi
zens' Identification Card for 
$2.50, a resident may take any of 
the courses listed above as well 
as participate in the many other 
activities in the College's Senior 
Citizens' program. These activit
ies include a free professional 
counselling service, monthly ac
tivity days, a food cooperative, as 
well as reduced registration fees 
for any General Adult Education 
course (admission fees for cam
pus plays, lectures and special 
events are also drastically re
duced.) 

COM's Senior Citizens' Pro
gram, made possible by a $32,000 
grant from the Texas Governor's 
Committee on Aging, is meeting 
a tremendous need in the area. 
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New Face 

STUDENT 
SPOTLIGHT 

By Ed Brown 
Assistant Managing Editor 

John Rigg is a new student, 
here at College of the Mainland. 
He is currently enrolled in the 
business department and plans 
to get his degree in Business 
Administration. 

John just recently moved to 
Texas from his home in Mary
land. He just finished a three 
year hitch in the United States 
Army. His tour of duty included 
a year in Viet Nam. John is a 
native of Alexandria, Virginia. 
He was raised in Maryland . 

Before going into the army he 
spent a year at Texas Tech 
where he was also in the business 
program. Right now his plans 
include going to college, working 
part-time, and just generally 
taking it easy for a while. He is 
currently enrolled in the Veter
an's Program here whereby the 
government pays the ex-GI to go 
to school. 

John's favorite pastimes in
clude hunting, fishing, and lis
tening to good rock and roll 
music. He says that the happiest 
day of his life came when the 
army finally released him for the 
last time. Now he spends his time 
getting readjusted to civilian life. 

He now preaches t'o all his East 
coast friends just how great the 
weather here in Texas is. These 
people sit indoors all winter 
because of the cold tempera
tures. He loves the relatively 
warm winters we have lill,.gc.ow 
a-ccustonrlrd"to.'"I Think Texas has 
found another Convert from the 
East He says that he does not 

JOHN RIGG 
New At COM 

understand how anyone can 
stand living in the colder areas of 
the East. Also he was surprised 
at the people and how friendly 
they are. 

John now resides in Texas City 
and bas no immediate plans to 
move anywhere. I think a warm 
welcome is in store for this young 
man who has just joined the 
student body here at Cofu:ge- of 

!jl Mainland. 

Reassurance Service 
Taking Applications 

Do you know an elderly person 
living alone who would like to 
receive two phone calls a day to 
check on their well-being? 

The Galveston County Tele
phone Reassurance Service is 
now taking applications for this 
service. There is no charge. 

Call 938-1211, Ext. 242 or write 
to the Galveston County Tele
phone Reassurance Service in 
care of College of the Mainland 
for further information or an ap
plication. 

Toll-Free 
Number 
Installed 

A direct toll-free line for 
residents of the Dickinson and 
Clear Lake area has been install
ed. This is to allow calls to the 
admissions office. 

The number is 337-1631. It is 
designed for residents who want 
information regarding credit or 
continuing education courses. 

All other calls go through the 
campus wide number 938-1211. 

MAINLAND COMET 
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"Approximately 1200 senior 
citizens have come in contll.et, 
with the program at least once 
and there are nearly 800 family 
members in the Service Club,'' 
Mrs. Poole explained. "Although 
this is a good beginning, we know 
we must find a way to reach the 
more than 14,000 Galveston 
County residents who are 55 and 
above, many of who are in search 
of meaningful and rewarding 
experiences in their remaining 
years," she commented, adding 
that College of the Mainland has 
a place for all of them. HANDMADE HANDBOOKS! 

. ........ CHUCK BERRY 
.. .. . ... . .. . . .. BILLY BRUNER 
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New Blood In Speech Department 

Teacher P,olile 
By Gary D. Hall 

Comet Staff 

Some new blood has been 
added to the Speech department 
with the addition of Jakey D. 
Wood, a new part-time instructor 
at College of the Mainland. 

Although Wood has only been 
with us a very short time he 
already seems to be vigorously 
involved in the Speech program. 
He voiced his first impressions of 
the college by stating he is highly 
impressed by both the students 
and the various faculty members 
he has come in contact with. 

Wood resides in El Lago (near 
NASA), with his wife and 
youngest son who is a senior in 
high school. His eldest son is 
majoring in art at the University 
of Texas. 

Wood earned his Bachelor of 
Arts degree at Southwest Texas 
University and has done grad
uate work at both University of 
Michigan and University of 
Houston. After having spent 
thirty years working for the 
government, the last thirteen of 
these as a member of manage
ment at NASA, Wood has retired 
from the space center and settled 
down to do the things he enjoys. 
Teaching part-time at College of 
the Mainland is certainly one 
manifestation of his enjoyment 
but also high on his list is Drama 
and his various dealings in 
theatrics. Our new addition to 
the faculty has been involved 
with the Little Theatre since 
1947. Currently, he is one of the 
directors at the Clear Creek 
Little Theatre and aids in the 
direction of some of the fine plays 
that are to be seen there. 

THEATER 
( Continued from page 1) 

summer. she directed for Child
ren's Theatre-on-the-Bay in La 
Porte. 

The cast is an equally talented 
and experienced one. Petruchio 
is played by Frank Myers, who is 
head of the English Department 
at Santa Fe High School and has 
acted and directed in semi-pro
fessional and community thea
ters from Houston to Galveston. 
His professional apprenticeship 
was completed at the Alley 
Theatre. 

Marijo Pound, who portrays 
the fiery Katharine, teaches 
ballet in the Music Arts Center 
and has played major roles in 
Sweet Charity, Guy11 and Dolls, 
Not In The Lobby You Don't, and 
Little Mary Sunshine. 

The role of Baptista is carried 
by Paul Lombard, a talented 
actor with a Masters degree in 
Drama. He is a former teacher 
with the Texas City School 
District and is now teaching a 
Stagecraft course at COM. Some 
of his major roles include Pina
fore, Arsenic and Old Lace, You 
Can't Take It With you, Carnival, 
1776, and Not In The Lobby You 
Don't. 

Alanna Clark, a student at 
COM and a memher of its Drama 
Cluh, will he seen in her first 
acting role as Bianca, Kate's 
sister. Steven L. Forgus, as 
Lu<·entio, is t•mployed at Amt•ri
ran National and has playt·d 
major rolt•s in Harvey, Diary of 
Anne f'rank, Hannibal, Curiou11 
Savage, and Mary, Mary. 

JAKEY D. WOOD 
New Speech Instructor 

Wood has taught school 
before, both in his younger 
years, and later in life when he 
taught night school. He has been 
an instructor in speech, Journal
ism, and English, thus giving us 
evidence of the many facets of his 
background. Wood has been 
involved with young people a 
good deal of his life and greatly 
enjoys working with them. As to 
the question of long hair and 
dress he feels that these have no 
bearing upon the student's abil
ity to learn and should not be a 
factor in teaching. 

In my opinion Wood has a very 
nota6le intellect and personality 
which will certainly contribute to 
his success at College of the 
Mainland and make him a 
welcome asset. 

Sly will be played by John 
Towner, who directed COM's 
recent production of The Odd 
Couple. He will be remembered 
for his portrayal of Ben Franklin 
in COM's 1776 last summer. 

Stephen P. Horgan, who re
cently appeared in The Odd 
Couple, is cast in the role ot 
Tranio. His theater exper ience 
include The Would Be Gentle
man, Black Comedy and Inspec
tion General. 

Hortensio is Lewis Parker, Jr., 
of La Marque, who graduated 
from COM in 1969 and is now a 
student at the University of 
Houston. He recently appeared 
in The Odd Couple. Ricque 
Brister, as Biondello, attends 
COM and is a cheerleader and a 
member of the Drama Club. 
Donald Lamb plays Grumio and 
has appeared in major roles in 
Dark of the Moon, Birdbath and 
Fiddfer on the Roof. 

Gremio is played by Gus Babb, 
an Aerospace Engineer at the 
Johnson Space Center, who has 
played in The Odd Couple, Guys 
and Dolls, Fantastics and Briga
doon. Harry Booker, in the role 
of Lord Vincento, teaches photo
graphy at COM and has directed 
1776, The Rainmaker, Yum Yum 
Tree and After The Rain. He has 
appeared in Never Too Late and 
Dark of the Moon. 

'Tm very excited about the 
way the play is shaping up," 
commented Mrs. Bea Weberlein, 
producer for COM's Community 
Theatre. It has a cast with 
in-depth talent and an experien
ced, 1·rt•ative director. I think I 
1·an s11f1•ly prt•dict it's going to be 
om• of tht• Comcdia Players' best 
prt·wntations," she added. 

Mainland Comet 

Recreation 
Room 

Offers Fun 
The College Center's Recrea

tion Room located upstairs in 
room 203 is equipped with three 
professional size billiard tables, 
one bumper pool table, table top 
tennis (Ping Pong) tables, and 
eight games tables for cards, TV 
set is available for viewing in the 
television Lounge located direct
ly across from the recreation 
room. 

Those who want to use recrea
tion (game) room equipment 
should first present a valid ID 
card to the game room supervi
sor or attendant. This card will 
be retained while the student 
uses any of the tables, for a 
maximum of 60 minutes at a 
time. There should be no more 
than four people at a table at one 
time. 

Basketball 
Tourney 

Is Scheduled 
Int ramurals will have a one on 

one (men) basketball tourney 
Feb. 13 at 12:30 p.m. On Feb 15 
women's pool will begin at 12:00 
p.m. and table tennis starts on 
Feb. 'l:l at 1:00 p.m. 

HELP SUPPORT 
COM 

SNACK BAR 

* 
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Varied Activit ies 
Involve Many At COM 
The COM Intramural depart

ment reports that there were 
approximately 260 faculty, staff, 
and students participating in 
campus activities last semester . 
IM sponsored activities included 
pool, volleyball, table tennis, 
bowling, badminton, 3-on-3 bas
ketball, poetry, racquetball, ar
chery, art, and a photo contest. 

The semester's top winners 
included-(Men's Division) 
James Gilmore, Carlton Wade, 
and Arnold Taylor, pool; Leon 
Jourbert, bowling; Tony Aguilar, 
badminton; Darrell Shelton, ta
ble tennis and pool; Ricky 
Vaughn, racquetball; David 
Freemont, archery; and Clarence 
Washington, Mark Smith, Rod
ney Thompson, and James Davis, 
basketball. 

Women's Division winners in
cluded Pat Haire, Alesia Hu.rat, 
and Karen Atkinson, pool; Bren
da Hardy, bowling; Jackie Smith, 

badminton; Erin Applegate, ta
blP !Pnnis; .Judith Daraty, poe
try: Gwen J urea, archer y: and 
Zenatte Burnett, photography. 

On behalf of the Intr amural 
department and the division of 
Student Life Leroy August 
would like to take this opport un
ity t.o congratulate, not only the 
wi ncrs but all of the partici
pan of t t M programs. 

IM is continually a variety of 
interesting programs to bring 
nwre in o the field of activities. 

Leroy August's goal is 300-325 
students a semester. He would 
lik ore women in activities. If 
there are reasons for the lack of 
women in activities cont act Le
roy August at t he College 
Center. A simple phone call or 
note will Jet him know about your 
mterest 

COM Recreation Program 
Offers Varied Facilities 

.ramurols 
Make Vital 

Contribution 
By Leroy August 

Intramural activities make an 
important contribution to t he life 
of today's college student . They 
help young men and women to 
develop socially, emotionally, 
and physically as well as adding 
directly to their educational 
experience. 

The college's physical educa
tion facilities are now open all 
year except during Christmas 
and Easter vacations. This is 
part of its Community Recrea
tion Program. 

Until Feb. 11 the open hours 
for adult use are 7 to 10 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday. 
After this date the times will be 8 
to 10 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday. Adults are anyone 
over sixteen years of age. 

Facilities include the gymna
sium, fitness lab., sauna bath and 
swimming pool. The whirlpool 
baths are open by appointment 
only. 

Family groups can use the 
facilities, except the fitness lab., 
on Friday nights from 7 to 10 
p.m. Supervised activities are 
conducted from 9 to 12 a.m. on 
Saturday mornings for children 
eight to fifteen years old. Sun
days from 1 to 4 p.m. are 
reserved for senior citizens. 

ID Cards Found 
The following ID cards have 

be<!n found on the COM campus. 
They may be picked up at the 
information desk in the College 
Center - .. 

Joan Clingan 
Eddie Smith 
Clyde Damgwoop 
Glenda Zuckerman 
Pauline Hammett 
Freddie Holiday 
Linda Jones 
Lawn•nt·e Loston 
Judy Pattum 
Joseph Russo 

To use these facilities local 
residents need to purchase a 
Facilities-Use Pass which is good 
through September 1974. Adult 
passes are $5 and children's are 
S2.60. 

Senior citizens need a College 
of the Mainland identification 
card which costs $2.50. 

For further information call 
Bob Handy, 938-1211, Ext. 225. 

Comets Hold 
12-6 Record 

By: Billy Bruner 
Comet Staff 

College of the Mainland Com
ets opened their conferences 
game with a 3-0 record. The 
Comet's record so far stands at 
12-6. The team has two new 
players from LAMAR UNIVER· 
SITY. 

The Comets won another vic
tory over the Galveston Jr. 
College Dolphins with a 97-66 
score. Some of the leading 
players were: Eddie Benson, 20; 
Winifred, 13; Anderson and Rick 
Ragan both with 13. 

The Comets will play the 
following: Feb. 7, Alvin Jr. 
College at Alvin: Feb. 11, Bra
wsport at Freeport: Galveston 
Jr. College Feb. 14 Texas City, 
and Lamar University Jr. Var
sity in Beaumont at 5:30. 

We at COM believe in t his 
philosophy. And encourage all of 
the campus family to help in the 
carrying out of the forstated 
ideas. 

The intramural program at 
COM, like many other institu
tions, is one which considers and 
provides for individual differ en
ces and interests. It is establish
ed to furnish facilities, activities 
and leadership for all students in 
a number of activities make 
available for student selection. It 
includes learn sports. individual 
sports, creative activit ies and 
avocational activities. Its goals 
are strongly considered educa
tional. Some are for immediate 
salisfa<'lion, such as wholesQme 
fun team work, improvement of 
skills and making friends, to 
name just a few: others are 
pointed to the future, such as 
improvement of health, develop
ment of personality. ability to 
meet effectively mental and 
emotional stresses, and the ac
quisition of life-long leisure-time 
skills. 

A general overview of our 
intramural program includes 
physical educational activities, 
recreational activities, a voca
tional activities and hopefully, 
some of the activities to satisfy 
the hobbyist. 
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PRINTER - Mrs. Gay Lansdon, instructor in printmaking at the 
University of Houston, demonstrated the techniques of 
printmaking at COM's Fine Arts Gallery. Mrs. Lansdon is shown at 
work in her studio. 

f ............ ····c·;~~~ if i~d···;;J~·-................ ·= 
~••••••••••••••••••~•••~•c•~•••••••L••••••••••••••.,....••••••••&.&.11•C 
: (There is no charge for Classified OLD GUITARS-Want to buy, 
:Ads - Give them to Information sell or trade. Please contact 
:Desk. Resubmit if ad is to Robert at 337-2830. 
: continue.) * * * 

FREE-Membership in I.S.S.H . . 
: FOR SALE-Rubber life raft; 
: camouflage colored. Call 938-0587 
• after 5 p. m. 

* * * 
SPECIAL OFFER-All college 
students can receive the Houston 
Chronicle at one-half the regular 
subscription price. Call 935-9118. 

* * • 
NOTICE-Any person who was 
here in the Fall and who left 
clothing__ o.LQ_t~ems..of..value 
in a locker in the gym shr1uld ask 
for it at the office between 9 and 
5. 

* * * 

B.N.P. For membership cards, 
please contact John Hubisz in the 
Physics Department, Room 
S-102, or Ext. 325. 

* * * 
WANTED-Folk or classical 
type guitar in reasonable condi
tion and at a reasonable price. 
Call 935-9259 after 9 p. m. 

* * * 
FOR SALE OR TRADE-4-four
teen inch Plymouth Barracuda 
wheels. Will fit any Dart, Barra
cuda, or Challenger. Call 935- • 
9259 after ~ p.m. 

* * • 
: FOR SALE-l G-78.15, New This is available free space for 
• YOUR Classified Ad. How about 

blackwall tire, 6 ply truck tire selling those used books, out
with regular tread. Never before 
used. Replaces size 8.25-15. Gen- grown bicycles, extra car you 
era! Jumbo 780 Series Belted. don't need (or can't afford), 
Asking $25.00. Call Roy Lund- clothing, or anything you don't 

want or can't use. This is the berg at 935-9153 in La Marque. * * * place-advertise. 
•••••••••••••rmm •• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Memory Course 
Offered At COM 

It's not too late to take the 
memory course on "Indexing the 
Mind" being offered at College of 
the Mainland. according to Larry 
Smith. director of continuing 
education and community ser
vices. 

Even though the first of the 
three class meetings has already 
hecn held, Smith said that a 
make-up class would be held 
prior to the second meeting for 
those who were unable to attend 
lhe first meeting. The make-up 
session will hegin promptly at 5 
p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 24. and 
pt•rsons desiring to enroll in the 
courst· may do so at this time, he 
~aid. The make-up session will 
last approximately an hour and a 
half. with a short hreak prior to 
th1· n·g-ular class meeting at 7 
p.m. Thi· ,·lass is held in COM's 
T1·,ll'hing Auditorium. 

Mori• than 40 students enrolled 
in th1· dass at its rirst ml'eting on 
Jan. 17. hu-t. Smith said that there 
i, room for many mon• studPnts. 
!11• rurth1·r romm,•nted that this 
lr1•m1•nrlously inln1•sling (•ourse 

was being taken by many area 
business persons as well as 
students from local high schools 
and colleges. The class is being 
taught by Harvey Drake, nation
ally known memory expert of 
Oklahoma City. The tuition, 
which includes fee and material 
cost, is $10. 

For further information. 
please call 938-1211, Ext. 296. 

'COLLEGE OF Tl IE 

MAINLAND CALENDAR 

SIIOW' 

Every Thursd.iy at 6:00 P.M_ 

KILi: 11400) 

Your lio\l . l\1 id1acl Au~ustu~ 
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~ CULTURE ._.J-.,.,_ 
~ CORNER 

Books 

THE MATLOCK PAPERS By 
Robert Ludlum. The Dial Press. 
1973. 312 pps. 

James Matlock is an Associate 
Professor at Carlyle University, 
and the main character of the 
novel. He is hired by the 
Washington Data Bank to find 
the drug king pins and where 
they plan to hold their business 
meeting for the northeast region. 
A feeling of suspense pervades 
throughout the following days. 

Agent Loring of the Attorney 
General's office contacts Matlock 
with three tips, the first of which 
is a ledger with the coordinants 
C-22°-59°. These geographical
ly match those of the University 
so Loring goes to the College 
president and requests the help 
of Matlock because of his cap
ability to blend into the student 
scene. 

An FBI agent Jason Green
burg, enters the scene just 
before Loring is shot to death by 
the drug kings. Together Mat
lock and Greenburg plan the 
ensueing strategy. 

The FBI and Washington Data 
Bank are not the only ones after 
the drug kings-Julian Dunois, a 
Caribbean and radical is after the 
kings in v1<.ier to find a counter
cluture for the drug scene Th 
Mafia also wants Nimrod, the 
code name for the kings. 

Greenburg is pulled off the 
case and Matlock has to go it 
alone. Fred Houston, a member 
of the OSI, is sent in but is shot 
before he has a chance to brief 
Matlock. It is a narrow escape for 
the clever Matlock. He slips off to 
West Virginia and finds Green
burg. 

Members of the Mafia and 
Dunois' followers confront each 
other and after a long battle, 
Adrean Sealfont, Carlyle Uni
versity president, is unveiled as 
Nimrod. 

Greenburg returns and closes 
the case so the world-wide dope 
travel rong is closed. 

Matlock and Patricia Valentine 
leave for a Caribbean vacation 
which is interrupted by a call 
from the government with his 
next job. 

Novelist Robert Ludlum has 
skillfully written a book that 
vividly depicts attempts to crack 
the drug ring. It is quite realistic 
and becomes a hard book to put 
down after one begins to read it. 

-Regina List 

$AVE 
Special books on sale -

limited amount - tax delet
ed; prices ranging from 
$2.56 to $7.00! 

Records 
LOVE SONG By Love Song; 

1973. 

The contemporary music scene 
today has developed into a 
mature art form, a vehicle for the 
expression of talents, as well as a 
podium for presenting every 
type of thought, message, phil
osophy and even some purposely 
non-committal "non-philosophy" 
where the meaning, or lack of 
meaning, is completely in the 
mind of the listener. 

The group Love Song is the 
simple gospel message of the 
truth of God: the love of the real 
Jesus Christ, God's son. The 
album starts with a love song 
which reflects their experience 
with God and simply radiates 
love from the beginning to the 
end with a harmony out of this 
world. The second cut changes 
which was inspired by the 
scripture II Cor. 5:17, captures a 
group effort of the most flowing 
harmony you have heard since 
America. 

One finds some very good 
electric guitar work, orchestra
tion, and vocals on the rest of the 
side with master pieces by t .. e 
titles Two Hands, Little Country 
Church, Freedom and Welcome 
Back. Side two of this album Patmoile Iha- ----.st-<-.ar-ts _with country rock done 
with a very fine taste of harmony 
and is simply flawless. Let us be 

00111 
Bookstore 

one, is another f , .. mple e,f per-
fection in all ways, musical.!y anrl 
vocally. The rest of the album is 
done in the same taste as the 
first two songs and holds you 
spellbound from beginning to 
end. If you truly love music done 
with a touch and feeling that 
changes lives, this should be in 
your album collection. 

-Wayne Hamilton 

DONATIONS - Richard McCord, (right) plant manager of 
Marathon Oil Company, presents a check for $1,000 to Dr. Fred A. 
Taylor, president of College of the Mainland. The money will be 
used either for a Technical-Vocational scholarship or to purchase 
needed equipment. 
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Decision Program Aims At Public Awareness 
College of the Mainland's 

GREAT DECISIONS- study-dis
cussion program is an eight week 
program sponsored by the For
eign Policy Association, a na
tional non-partisan, educational 
organization committed to help
ing the American public become 
aware of vital foreign policy 
issues. 

Started Sunday, February 
10th, and for each Sunday thru 

J\pril 7, KUHT-TV, Channel 8 
will air nationally televised Great 
Decisions Discussion Programs. 
The program is being aired each 
week at 4:30 p.m. and will 
feature nationally prominent 
foreign policy experts. In addi
tion, the Galveston Daily News is 
carrying United Press Interna
tional's series of articles relating 
each week to that week's Great 
Decisions topic. 

Susan Smeltzer Plays 
At COM Fine Arts Arena 

The on-campus program con
sists of four morning groups 
meeting once a week, Tuesday 
through Friday, 10 a.m. to noon 
and three evening groups meet
ing once a week, Tuesday 
through Thursday, 7 to 9 p.m. A 
trained discussion leader is pro
vided for each session during the 
eight week period. 

The eight topics being discuss
ed are: (1) WESTERN EUROPE 
AND THE U.S.: What Future 
for the Atlantic Community?, (2) 
PRESIDENT vs. CONGRESS: 
How should Foreign Policy Pow
ers Be Shared?, (3) SOVIET
AMERICAN DETENTE: Where 
Do We Go From Here?, (4) 
CUBA AND THE PANAMA 
CANAL ZONE: Time for a 
Change in U.S. Policies?, (5) THE 
ENERGY "CRISIS": What Im
. pact? What Solutions?, (6) IS
RAEL AND THE MIDDLE 
EAST CONFLICT: Will Peace 
Ever Prevail?, (7) THE PEO
PLES'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA: 
Toward a New Society?, (8) 
PEOPLE! PEOPLE!: How Many 

Student Assembly 
Slated For Feb . 27 

There will be an important 
general student body assembly 
presented by Student Govern
ment, Entertainment, Publicity, 
Lecture and Lyceum Committees 
Wednesday, February 27 at 
12:30 p.m. in Room 223 in the 

- Student Center. All students are 
invited to come. 

The discussion will consist of 
what these organizations can and 
will do for the students and what 
the students expect and want 
from these organizations. 

Can the Earth Support'!. 
"The topics selected by the 

Foreign Policy Association are 
not only current and critical, but 
also involve a great deal of pro 
and con viewpoint," declared Rob 
Handy, Director of Adult and 
Community Services. "These di
vergent viewpoints are present
ed in the GREAT DECISIONS 

materials in such a way as to 
stimulate constructive discussion 
and debate among citizens, which 
is essential to the democratic 
process and to the development 
of a better informed citizenry,"" 
he added. 

For further information re• 
garding the program, please call 
Handy, 938-1211, Ext. 225. 

Council Sets Criteria 
For H.K. Eckert Award 

The special committee of Col
lege of the Mainland's Citizens' 
Advisory Council met to estab
lish criteria for selecting the 
recipient for the H.K. "Griz" 
Eckert Award. 

Nominees for the award may 
be initiated by any student . 
employee, or faculty and staff 
member at College of the Main
land. Each nominator must write 
an explanation of why his nomin
ee deserves the award and will 
submit his nomination request to 
the following bodies: 
A. Students-to the Student 
Senate. 
B. Faculty and Staff-to Faculty 
Division of COMEA. 
C. Secretaries-to Secretarial 
Division of COMEA. 
D. Maintenance- to Maintenance 
Division of COMEA. 

An ad hoc committee derived 
from the Student Senate, and all 
the divisions of COMEA will be 
ionm.-d ar. ' will ;n;:;ke ~he fin~! 
decision. 

The criteria for the award 
involves a number of things. 
Some of the characteristics and 
attributes to be manifested by 
nominees, but do not preclude 

any other positive attributes 
which may foster "Humanhood 
Through Brotherhood" are: 
A. Involvement in activities that 
promote "Humanhood Through 
Brotherhood". 
8. An active interest in College 
of the Mainland exemplifying the 
ideals of the College. 
C. Leadership in bringing varied 
groups together in mutual un
derstanding. 
D. Humanistic, other•centered
ness, and openminded. 

The award will be given at 
graduation exercises. 

All students faculty-staff 
members and employees are 
invited to actively participate in 
nominating for this award. 

Graphic Arts Exhibit 

Held At Fine Arts 

An exhibit of original graphic 
art b;t rontemporary and old 
master artists is being held in the 
Fine Arts Building of COM 
through February 22nd. The 
hours are 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. every 
weekday except Tuesday, when 
the hours are 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

KUHT-TV Begins Spanish News 
The exhibit is arranged by the 

Ferdinand Roten Galleries of 
Baltimore, which has one of the 
largest collections of graphic art 
in the country. The exhibit is free 
and open to the general public. PIANIST- Susan Smeltzer takes a bow in Brahms Hall Debut in 

the Musikervein, Vienna, Austria, after the audience hails Chopin 
group. 

Susan Smeltzer, prize-winning 
pianist, has r eturned from a 
triumphant European debut in 
Vienna, Austria where :she ap
peared in the world famous 
Brahms Hall in the Musikvereen, 
on Jan. 16. Coming on Feb. 22, 
she will preform in the Fine Arts 
Arena at COM. 

She received curtain call after 
curtain call for a highly-demand
ing program. The audience hailed 
a Chopin group with an unusually 
warm and spontaneous ovation. 

"Playing in that magnificient 
hall was the greatest moment in 
my career," Susan observed. "It 
was both touching and thrilling 
to reach that level of communi
cation with the Viennese," she 
stated in an after-t he-perform
ance conversation with Dr. An
ton Prohansl, executive director 
of t h~ Austrian-American Ful
l,, ,ght commission. 

The artist was born in Sapul
pa, Oklahoma and is a graduate 
of Oklahoma City University, 
studying four years with Robert 
Laughlin, Ernestine Scott and 
Dr. Clarence Burg. 

Later, she received hfr Mas
ters of Music degree from the 
University of Southern Californ
ia, where she studied from 1963 
to 1969 with Lillian Steuber. 

Susan Smeltzer has received 
outstanding critical acclaim in 
major newspapers throughout 
the Midwest, South and Los 
Angeles areas. In 1969, the 
pianist received a Fulbright 
Grant to study in Vienna under 
Prof. Dr. Josephy Dichler at the 
Akademie fur Musik. She holds 
many national and international 
honors, has appeared with num
erous American Symphony or
chestras, has given extensive 
solo and chamber music recitals, 
as well as winning over 20 
competitions. 

For the past year, she has 
served as aritst-in-residence at 
College of t he Mainland in Texas 
City, Texas. A career which 
began with a solo concert at nine 
years of age in her hometown, 
Sapulpa, Oklahoma, has now 
carried her to a successful debut 
in the renowned Brahms Hall_ in 
Vienna. 

Por la cortesia del Canal 13, 
comenzando el dos de Febrero, 
por KUHT-TV se presentara 
NOTICIAS EN ESPANOL CON 
ELMA BARRERA todos los 
sabados a las 6115 de la tarde. 

El proposito de este programa 
es comunicar a la comunidad de 
habla espanol los ultimos acon
tecimientos sucedidos durante la 
semana, con enfasis en noticias 
locales y actividades de servico 
publico. Aunque miembros de la 
comunidad de habla espanola han 
avanzado economica y politica• 
mente en los ultimos anos, en la 
primera vez que una estacion 
local ofrece esta clase de servicio 
publico. 

Through the courtesy of Chan
nel 13, beginning February 2, 
1974, KUHT-TV, Channel 8, will 
present fifteen minutes of news 
in Spanish, NOTICIAS EN ES· 
PANOL CON ELMA BARRERA 
each Saturday evening at 6: 15 
p.m. 

The purpose of the show is to 
inform the large Spanish-speak· 
ing population living in and 
around Houston. While the 
Spanish-speaking people have 
made in-roads economically and 
politically with the past few 
years, local television stations 

SPANISH NEWS-Elma Bar• 
rera has been a reporter for 
KTRK, Channel 13 for 1 ½ 
years and has also worked for 
several local radio stations. 
have never provided this kind of 
public service. The fifteen min
ute news show will include local. 
national and international news 
accumulated throughout the 
week, with an emphasis on local 
news and public service activities 
in the Spanish speaking com
munity. 

Student Government 
Holds Flag Contest 

Members of the COM Student 
Government are holding a flag 
contest. It is open to all students 
with the only directions being to 
draw a flag and turn it in by the 
first week in March. The winner 
of the contest will receive a 
minature copy of the flag! 

Peanut Push 
Challenge By 
Program Councll 

A second challenge has been 
made by the members of the 
Student Center program council. 
"We challenge all student organ
izations, staff and divisions to a 
peanut push 'cause we'll beat 
you!!. 

The event is slated for Feb. 20 
at 12:30 p.m. Teams are to be 
composed of three people. The 
winners will receive ribbons and 
free hamburgers. 

Entries are to be returned to 
Karen Atkinson at the Center. ~--............................ _,,, 

! Com1nd Events~ 
: 0 See Page 2 ! 
-·····························-
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Editorials . • • 

Complacency , Apathy Prevail Today 
Complacancy, apathy and an attitude of non-committment is 

prevalent in our affluent society. People stand around and mutter 
about the state of the union but all in all they behave as an audience. 

They watch the pageant of affairs as though it were a play. The 
characters parade across the stage of government and society, acting 
and interacting and we boo, hiss and applaud at the appropr iate times. 

We are appalled at some of the scenes and soon decide who is the 
good guy and the bad guy but as long as they stay on t he stage and 

, don't interfere with our routine we are content to just watch. 
Surely there have been plenty of plots and sub-plots in t he present 

production aod the part about the energy crisis has involved the 
audience to an extent; like sitting in an uncomfortable chair to watch. 

Impeachment, is this. the climax to the production? Do we want 
impeachment just because it lends dramatic impact? Is our apathy such 
that we just want a good show; something to argue about and discuss. 
We condemn but we don't get out of our seats to participate. 

When the last act is over how many will go back stage to see how the 
production was put together? 

This is not a ficticious play - this is r eal, it is happening. Now is the 
time to do more than mutter, it is the time to change the scenes, be a 
part of the production even if it is as a stage hand. 

MAINLAND COMET 

New GED 

Scheduled 
A new three-phase GED pro

gram to prepare people more 
effectively for the working world 
will begin February 25th, and 
continue for 12 weeks, meeting 
daily from noon to 3 p.m. The 
sessions will consist of extensive 
GED preparation plus group 
guidance activities designed to 
help students acquire the neces
sary information and attit udes to 
find jobs and to hold them. 

The program is open to all 
members of COM's Adult Basic 
Education Division, persons in 
the field of vocational rehabilita
tion as well as any other citizens 
interested in participating in the 
program. For fur ther informa
tion about the program, please 
call 938-1211, Ext. 293. 

SOS Provides Jobs For Students 
There is a new and interesting 

way around the problem of 
scarce student jobs. Any student 
between the ages of 17 and 27 
can obtain a temporary paying 
student job in Europe through a 
new mail application system. 
Jobs, working papers, room and 
board arrangements and other 
travel documents are processed 
in advance. The work is done on a 
non-profit basis by the SOS 
(Student Overseas Services), a 
student-run organization spec
ializing in helping American 
students in Europe for the past 

16 years. SOS also provides a 
brief orientation in Europe to 
insure each student a good start 
on the job. 

Standard wages are paid in 
addition to free room. & board 
which is provided with each 
hotel, resort and restaurant job. 
Most jobs are in Switzerland, 
France, Austria and parts of 
Alpine Germany in ski resorts 
during the winter months, and in 
lakeside and city resorts, hotels 
and restaurants during the 
spring and summer months. 
Most jobs do not require know-

Spring Enrollment Decreases 

ledge of a foreign language. 
Interested students can send 

for an application form, job 
listings and descriptions and the 
SOS Handbook on earning your 
way in Europe by sending their 
name, address, name of educa
tional institution and $1 (for 
postage, printing, handling and 
addressing only) to either SOS
Student Overseas Services, Box 
5173, Santa Barbara, Calif. 
93108, or to S.O.S.-22 Ave. de la 
Liberte, Luxembourg, Europe. 

Try-outs Set 

For Coming Play 
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Wordly Knowled ge 

fTUOENT 
fPOTlf6HT 

By GREG BURNS 
Staff Writer 

Did you know that embargo 
spelled backwards is "o grab 
me'!" Neither did I. but Sherry 
Granger did, and this is only an 
inkling of the wordly knowledge 
that she possesses. 

NOw a sophomore at COM 
Sherry wants to transfer to the 
University of Houston next sem
ester to expand her knowledge 
(Is it a wonder?) and work 
towards a degree in History. 
Sherry says she will probably 
teach, but her main ambition is to 
write using her background in 
history as a source. 

Sherry's interest in history 
seems well founded because her 
family has quite a historical 
background. On her mother's 
side dating back to Charlemagne 
there are thirteen kings in the 
family lineage. 

Outside of her interest in 
history, Sherry is also a devoted 
caretaker of animals. At home 
she helps take care of seven cats 
and two dogs. She says that one 
day she would even like to run a 
wildlife refuge for endangered 
species. 

Peace Corps 

Builds 

SHERRY GRANGER 

History major 

Sherry is the kind of person 
that likes to be up on a pedestal. I 
wonder if this has anything to do 
with the fact that she is four 
feet-eleven and three fourths 
inches tall. Perhaps this is why 
she dreams that she can fly so 
often. Sherry does not mind 
being short though. Some of the 
great people in history were 
short. She is ready to take on the 
world, I just hope the world is 
ready for her. 
:·· .............................. . 
jCom ing Events~ . : .... .. .. ........................... The Spring semester is now 

underway , at College of the 
Mainland with an enrollment of 
1533 students. While the current 
enrollment reflects a small de
crease from the £all enrollment of 
1602, it is a smaller difference 
than is normally experienced. 

open for enrollment on a contin
uous basis during the year. More 
detailed information may be 
obtained in the Admissions Of
fice, A mmistra ion Buildmg or 
by calling 938-1211, Ext. 264. 
Dickinson and Clear Lake area 
residents may call 337-1631. 

Try-outs for the upcoming 
drama production, RIP VAN 

[;E, Witrblr tmnlon Feb. 
28, and 29 at 7 p_m. in the Arena 
Theater. A minimum of 18 
players are needed in the cast 
with no experience necessary to 
try-out. 

_f_greign SchoolS-
Feb. 22 · The talented Susan 
Smeltzer Snyder, concert pian
ist, wil.LEerform at the Fine Arts 
area. 

"Our Spring semester's enroll
ment has usually been less than 
the fall semester. The fact that 
the decrease is less this year 
indicates, among other things, 
that we are becoming more 
successful in lowering our attri
tion rate," commented Gary 
Ferden director of admissions 
and records. 

He pointed out that there are 
some credit courses which are 

Committee on Instruction 
Elect Chairman, Secretary 

The Committee on Instruction 
met on Wednesday, Jan. 23, and 
elected Robert Slaney Chairman, 
and Howard Katz, Secretary. 

RObert Slaney presented a 
proposal to give paperbacks. to 
the first 100 new COM freshmen 
who pre-register during the 
Spring semester. The committee 
recommended implementation of 
the proposal to Dr- Mortvedt. 

A proposed revision of the Full 
Time Instructor Position De
scription prepared by a Task 
Force and approved by the 
Faculty Development Committee 
was presented by Bob Hodgin, 
Chairman of the Task Force, and 
Jerry Preas, Chairman of the 
Faculty Development Commit
tee. 

In addition, registration for 
courses in the Continuing Edu
cation program is still underway. 
Information regarding this pro
gram may be obtained in the 
Records Office of the Adminis
tration Building or by calling 
938-1211, Ext. 266. Dickinson and 
Clear Lake area may call 337 · 
1631. 

FRANKLY SPEAKING 

~J 
-

Private readings can be ar
ranged for those who will be 
unable to attend the group 
meeting. For an appointment call 
the College of the Mainland, ext. 
345, and ask for Bee W eberlein. 

The play will appear sometime 
during the week of April 22. 

bt Phil Flank 

-
---

"What would you do with a 
thousand dollars?" 

The answer to this question a 
decade ago by a man who headed 
a U.S. foreign-aid mission in the 
Near East was: "I'd build a 
school." 

His answer led to Peace Corps 
School Partnership, a program 
which involves students in this 
country with students and com
munities overseas. 

Since that time some 2,200 
schools, civic organizations, and 
church groups have built more 
than 1,700 schools in 48 countries 
in Asia, Africa, and Latin Amer
ica. All of these countries are 
served by Peace Corps volun
teers who are helping to identify 
community needs; whether it be 
a school, health clinic or village 
well, and writing School Part
nership for help. 

The village people must make 
a commitment to supply the 
necessary land, labor, teachers 
and 25 per cent of building costs, 
before their "project" can be 
assigned to an American fund
raising partfler. Once a school or 
organization receives a volun
teer's written proposal it agrees 
to send its contribution within 90 
days. Usually a goal of $1,000 to 
$2,000 is set which is sufficient 
for building a small but adequate 
school in most developing coun-
tries. · 

As the building is constructed, 
the American sponsor is kept 
informed of progress by the 
Peace Corps volunteer in the 
overseas community and some
times scrapbooks and correspon
dence are exchanged between 
the American students and their 
new "partners". 

• 
Feb. 27 · Opera preview of "The 
Seagull". 

• 
March 3 - Texas Tech Choir, 3 
p.m. at the Fine Arts Theatre. 

• 
March 6 · Phi Thea Kappa panel 
discussion, 12:30 p.m. 

March 15 
Chorus. 

• 
Houston 

• 

Baptist 

March 19 - College of the Main
land - "Fine ARts Faculty Show" 
in the Gallery. 

• 
April 5 - Gulf Coast Junior 
College Intercollegiate Confer
ence Traveling Exhibition of 
Student Art Works in the 
Gallery. 

• 
April 30 - COM Singers and 
Stagehand (joint concert) 

May 10 
Concert. 

• 
• Mainland Choral 
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Stagestruck Director 
MAINLAND COMET 

Teache, Profile s 
p 

Jacque Browning Perkowski, 
director of College of the Main
land's forthcoming production of 
THE TAMING OF THE SHREW 
was 'stagestruck' at six when she 
appeared in a second grade play. 

Some 28 productions and a 
drama degree later, she is still in 
love with the theater and very 
involved with it. 

To those around Jacque, the 
drift and direction of her life is 
not surprising. When one starts 
dancing lessons at two-and-a-half 
years and then spends one's 
school years in a succession of 
school plays, the outcome is 
almost predictable. 

As Jacque looks back, she feels 
the critical turning points were 
the 10th grade, when she became 
very involved with the Clear 
Creek County Theatre, and her 
senior year, when a play in which 
she participated placed second in 
a state-wide competition. 

"Things jelled for me then - I 
really felt I was on the right 
track," she observed. 

Born in Texas City, she spent 
ten years in San Leon and 
another decade in Dickinson, 
where she graduated from high 
school. She attended Baylor 
University for two years and 
then transferred to the Univer
sity of Texas, Austin, where she 
graduated last May with a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Drama
Dance degree. 

While attending UT, she spent 
summers learning her craft in 
summer stock in Iowa. The 
experience was rewarding if 
slightly grueling-the stock 
company produced eight differ
ent plays in nine weeks. 

Jacque look3 forward- to what 
will be a new experience for her: 
directing a play in COM's Thea
tre-in-the-Round. 

"I think in-the-round produc
tions offer endless possibilities 
for exciting Theater. The inti
mate setting eliminates all bar
riers between the actors and the 
audience," she commented. 

Jacque alSo nas strong feelings 
about Shakespeare, who she 

Table Tennis Intramura1s Set 

Table Tennis instrmurals will 
begin on Feb. 'i:7 at 1 p.m. with 
pool mixed doubles beginning 
March 8 at 12 noon. 

$AVE 
Special books on sale -

limited amount - tax delet
ed; prices ranging from 
S2.56 to $7 .001 

Patronize The 

CORI 
Bookslore 

JACQUE PERKOWSKI 
Director 

thinks may have been "short
changed" in many high school 
English classes. "Shakespeare 
wrote his plays primarily to be 
performed, and while they make 
excellent literature, they do not 
really come to life until they are 
presented before an audience," 
she declared. "TAMING OF THE 
SHREW is one of the best 
examples of this fact. It's a 
robust, fast-paced, fun play 
which can be enjoyed by all ages 
and all interests for it combines 
music, song and dance with the 
wit and wisdom of Shakespeare." 

Performances for COM's pro
duction are scheduled for Feb
ruary 1, 2, 8, 9, 15 and 16 8 p.m. 
in the Arena Theatre. 

The cast is an unusually 
talented one-the two major 
roles--are- being-played by people 
with extensive acting exper
ience. Marijo Pound, who plays 
Katherine, has her own dance 
studio in the Clear Lake area and 
has appeared in countless pro
ductions in the Clear Creek 
County Theatre and Balinese 
Theatre in Galveston. Frank 
Myers, Petruchio, is chairman of 
the English Department in the 
Santa Fe High School: he receiv-
...•..•••..••.......••.•••••••.. 

Lett e rs 
To The Editor 

··························· ···· 
Dear Editor, 

I was talking with a friend 
awhile back about the energy 
situation and what was being 
done to remedy it, when he told 
me about an idea he had
concerning a unique source of 
fuel. Maybe it's worth passing 
on. 

He advocated a switchover 
from gasoline products to human 
urine. Of course, this calls for 
some explanation. We should 
consider the numerous advan
tages. For one thing, we would 
not have to worry about any 
serious fuel shortage in the near 
future. Also, there would be no 
price escalation to worry about, 
since each family could be it's 
own source of fuel. Likewise, 
there would be no cause for 
alarm if a traveler ran out of fuel 
miles from anywhere. 

Of course, this plan like any 
other would have it's drawbacks. 
The water bill mjght go up. 

In view of the advantages it 
seems almost practicle, the only 
problem being how to make 
human urine combustible. 

G.O.B. 

ed his professional apprentice
ship from the Alley Theatre and 
also has an impressive listing of 
acting credits. 

"The production is shaping up 
beautifully," Jacque observed. 
"It's great to work with 'pros', 
but it's just as exciting to see the 
less experienced cast members 
grow in their roles," she declar 
ed, adding that perhaps it was 
the satisfaction of contributing to 
this growth that attracted her to 
directing. 

Jacque's theaier background is 
unusual for its balance of acting, 
dancing, directing and produc
tion experience. 

Some of the plays in which she 
has appeared include: The Lion 
in Winter, Private Lives, (sum
mer stock in Iowa); Romeo and 
Juliet, Cabaret, Rags to Riches, 
(UT); Twelfth Night and Fumed 
Oak, (Baylor University); Once 
upon a Mattress (Theatre Under 
the Stars); The Boyfriend, Music 
Man, Finian's Rainbow (Clear 
Creek County Theatre); and The 
Odd Couple (COM). Last sum
mer, she divided her time 
between acting in Little Mary 
Sunshine at the Balinese Theatre 
and directing for the Children's 
Theatre-on-the Bay in La Porte. 

After graduating from UT, life 
took on a new dimension for 
Jacque. First, she was married 
last summer to Ken Perkowski 
(also a talented actor who 
recently appeared as Felix Un
ger in COM's The Odd Couple) 
and second, she went far afield 
from her major interest for her 
first full-time position. She is 
now working in the Bill Adjust
ment Department at Foley's and 
enjoying the opportunity to-work 
with people. 

"I need an interlude to gain my 
perspective, to asses where I'm 
going and why," she observed. 
"Of course, I know eventually I'll 
go back to the theatre in some 
capacity on a more full-time 
basis," she added. 

Which, in the light of Jacque's 
past, is a very safe prediction for 
the future. 

0 . 
R•-
T 
S AT COM 

Community Uninformed 
About COM Athletics 

"Apparently just living in t he 
community and reading the local 
newspapers has not guaranteed 
that high school students are 
well informed about our en
deavors." 

This is just one of the thoughts 
offered by Dan Travaille, athletic 
director at College of the Main
land, when commenting on the 
problems of getting local athletes 
to attend the college 

"The athletes in the five area 
high schools have a tendency to 
look r ight past us at other 
schools, either because of lack of 
information or misinfor mation," 
added Travaille, "We feel that 
our athletic program has a great 
deal to offer these students if 
they would only investigate." 

To help the students become 
better informed about the college 
and its' programs, the athletic 
department recently invited each 
of .-.the high school basketbalL 
teams from Texas City, La 

Marque, Dickinson. Hitchcock 
and Santa Fe to visit the campus 
and watch a basketball game. 

"We are extremely proud of 
the work Coach Bryant has done 
with our basketball program and 
want to publicize it whenever we 
can," Travaille commented. 

In addition to the basketball 
team, the college also fields a golf 
team, which celebrated its' first 
season last spring by going 
undefeated. 

Tentative plans are to try and 
expand the program for next 
year with consideration being 
given to women's volleyball, 
tennis, swimming and baseball as 
possibilities. "As is the case with 
everything, we are limited by 
financial considerations as to 
what we may add," said Tra
vaille. "But we must also consi
der how much interest there is 
for a particular activity because 
without the interested students 
we J:an't possib!yJield a team, no 
matter what the sport." 

Comets First In Conference 
BY BILLY BRUNER 

Staff Writer 

The Mainland Comets' basket
ball team now holds first place in 
their conference games with the 

recent defeat over the Gators 
95-62. 

Ed Benson broke the old 
scoring mark for the Comets 
with 42 points. This defeated 
James Turner's 37 point score 
achieved in 1971. 

Kaiser, Trupiano Discuss Aeros 

KAISER 

Houston can boast of at least 
one winning team-the Houston 
Aeros hockey team. However, 
many do not understand the 
game. To compensate for this 
fact and help more students 
enjoy this sport, COM is hosting 
Kemper Kaiser, a key member of 
the Aeros front office staff and a 
sales and radio producer, and 
Jerry Trupiano, the voice of the 
Aeros. 

Films, a seminar, and rules will 
be discussed at 2:30 p.m. on Feb. 
22 in the College Center. 

Highlighting the discussion 
will be door prize-four free 
tickets to Aeros games. 

There is no charge and every
one is invites. 

TRUPIANO 

Care Opens Food Crusade To Continue Vital Aid 
Some 7,000,000 children across 

the world have had to be dropped 
from CARE's child-nutrition 
programs, because of reductions 
in U.S. Food for Peace commod
ities allocated to private Ameri
can agencies for humanitar ian 
use overseas. 

"Painful decisions have had to 
be made to drop large groups of 
preschool- and school-children in 
countries where hunger and 

malnutrition are the biggest 
killers of the young, and cause 
permanent physical and mental 
damage in millions who survive," 
Goffio said. 

"CARE is hopeful Food for 
Peace cuts may be restored in 
the months ahead. Meanwhile, 
we must appeal to the public to 
respond generously, so that our 
most crucial programs can be 
maintained." 

While U.S. agricultural dona
tions are the mainstay of the 
programs, CARE also buys other 
foods to match local needs. Host 
governments help too, by contri
buting distribution costs accord
ing to their abilities. Public 
contributions cover the remain
ing delivery and purchase costs. 
Checks may be sent to; CARE 
Food Crusade, 109 North Akard, 
Room 917, Dallas, Texas 75201. 
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~ CULTURE .. ~~,. 
~ CORNER 

JAZZ AND ROCK- Gerald Blakeman offered an informal lecture
concert on the guitar at COM's Arena Theater _recently. 
Blakeman an instructor at Rice University, lectured briefly and 
then perf~rmed selections by Bach, Weiss, Villa-Lobos, and 
Abeniz. A question and answer period folowed the performance. 

r········ .... ····c·;~·~~ if i~;J .. xJ;··· · ······· .. ······~ 
~- •• •••••••••••••AA • .. ••• .. ·•••'••••••••••••••••••••&•~••.••• .. •·••1 
• ROOMMATE 2 b d FOR SALE-Electric guitar, $35.: 
:NEED . e room Call 938-4765. : 
:2 bath apt. at Loch Haven Apts. • • • : 
:$80.00/ mo. 938-0568 after 5:00 FOR SALE-1969 Pontiac Bonne-: 
:p.m. • • • ville, fully equipped and clean.E 

: WANTED-old bicycles for parts. Phone 945-~~ • : 

:Phone 925-2649, Alta Loma. FOUND-A watch found in a : 
I • • • • 
' classroom last semester. Claim•: :FOR SALE-289 Hypo-Ford-Cam. • 
: Brand new, make offer. Jean ant muSt identify. : 
ISimmons 945-2930. WANTED-Folk or classical : 
: • • • type guitar in reasonable condi-: 
:FOR SALE-Ford 325 Ring and tion and at a reasonable price. : 
: Pinion gears. 8 inch, brand new, Call 935-9259 after 9 p.m. C 
: make offer. 945-2930. NO'l'lCE-Any person who was 
: • • • here in the Fall and who left 
:FOR SALE-1965 Pontiac Le- clothing or other items of value 
: mans. Needs work on valves. in a locker in the gym should ask 
: Good work or school car - Call for it at the office between 9 and 
:948-7869, James Nagel. 5. 
•• • • • f This is available free space or ~ 
!WANTED-For reasonable price · YOUR Classified Ad. How about; 
;10 speed bike. Call 938-0587 after selling those used books, out- : 
:3:00 p.m. grown bicycles, extra car you : 
: • • • don't need (or can't afford), : 
: SPECIAL OFF~R-All college clothin , or anything you don't • 
: students can receive the Houston , g n't use This is the S 
: Chronicle at one-half the regular ";an, or d ca tise · : 
;subscription price. Call 935-9118. !'.:~~: .. ~~~ ... ~ ... ..,. .......... .....: 
•••••••• • ••...-r•-.--.-.•• •••••••••••• ••• 

Books 
To give a detailed review or 

every book worth reading that is 
now coming out or the major 
publishing houses is, or course, 
impossible. However, it is im
portant to make readers aware of 
as many books as space allows. 

For unusual adventure FOUR 
SEASONS NORTH by Billie 
Wright, published by Harper and 
Row, easily heads the top or the 
list. Have you ever given thought 
to returning to the primitive life · 
in the Alaskan wilderness. Well, 
before you take off, you had 
better read FOUR SEASONS 
NORTH. 

Billie and Sam Wright spent a 
year one hundred miles north of 
the Artie Circle in the Brooks 
Mountain rauge of Alaska · living 
like the Eskimo did before 
civilization came their way. Their 
lives become one with the past as 
they hunt their winter meat, 
outwit the wolves and bears, 
discover sourdough bread, and 
absorb the beauty of the land. 

Another Artie chronicle is 
RAGE UNDER THE ARTIC by 
Basil Jackson, published by 
W.W. Norton & Co., Inc., but the 
time is the future, not the past. 
For all ecology minded readers 
(and we had all better be soon) 
Jackson presents the disaster of 
an oil spill under the Northwest 
Passage below the huge ice
bergs. Of special interest today is 
the possibilities of such a catas
trophic accident since the Alas· 
kan oil fields are to be opened 
look for realism w en you pick up 
this book. 

Doubleday & Company, Inc., 
publishes a variety of books; 
however, they are always on 
target when it comes to what is 
happening · or might happen. 
THE COMING DARK AGE by 
Roberto Vacca is for people who 
are concerned about such things 

d h ff. · I "bbon-cutting ceremonies for the COM Senior Citizens NEW CENTER-On han at t e o 1c1a ri . I 
Center wert:, left to right: Ollie Patrick, Mrs. Alice Bishop, Dr. Fred :aylor, Herb Pre1ser, Ed T?m~:• 
Perry Simmons, Willard Walker, Mrs. Sadi? ~oole, Mrs. Polly Harrington. The Center occupies e 
former Lincoln High School Library providing plenty of space to prosper. 

as energy crisis, and the downhill 
spiral of civilization which this 
book says will get much worse · 
take a good look at a possible 
future through the scientific 
analysis of Vacca, an Italian 
computer wizard, who predicts in 
his book and describes THE 
COMING DARK AGE, which he 
ei-t.imates could begin by 1985. 

All books are not so heavy, and 
for recreational reading, you 
might want to try BEULAH 
LAND by Lonnie Coleman, a 
novel about the Old South; 
THERE'S A RHINO IN THE 
ROSE BED, MOTHER!, by 
Betty and Jock Leslie-Melville, a 
rollicking group of stories of 
exploring Africa and the "craz
ies" of life at home in Kenya; or 
treat yourself to any of Double
day's following publications for 
pleasure, instruction, or just 
plain good reading; TENNIS 
FOR WOMEN, ed. by Ford 
Hovis; HEY, GOD, WHAT 
SHOULD I DO NOW. by Jess 
Lair, Ph.D. and Jacqueline Carey 
Lair; MUSIC IS MY MISTRESS 
by Duke Ellington; THE HEART 
LISTENS, by Helen Van Slyke; 
OKTOBERFEST, by Frank De 
Felitta; and one of the greatest 
books in the music world, MAH· 
LER by Henry-Louis de La 
Grange, a monumental work 
which is complete in every way 
in revealing the composer, Gus
tav Mahler. 

Take a look at the following list 
of publications by ARCO PUB
LISJilNG CO., INC. and chances 
are you will £ind one that you 
have been needing or wanting for 
some time: YOUR DOG: HIS 
HEAL TH AND HAPPINESS: 
THE ALL BREED DOG 
GROOMING GUIDE: THE ABC 
OF POTTED PLANTS: BORN 
TO RUN: THE MAKING OF A 
RACE HORSE: INSTANT 
BEAUTY; COLLECTING ME· 
CHANlCAL ANTIQUES; WAR· 
SHIPS 1860-1970; FffiST A· 
CROSS; THE U.S. NAVY'S 
TRANSATLANTIC FLIGHT OF 
1919; THE BOOK OF AMERI· 
CAN INDIANS; and THE 
WORLD'S VANISHING BIRDS. 

By JUNE ANGERSTEIN 

HELP SUPPORT 
COM 

SNACK BAR 

exhibition 
& sale 01 
original 
uraohics 
tor collectors 
CHAGALL. BASKIN. ROUAULT. 
DAUMIER. MIHISSE. PICASSO 

Records 
BRAIN SALAD SURGERY 

By EmerlOn, Lake, and Palmer 

Emerson, Lake and Palmer's 
new album, BRAIN SALAD 
SURGERY, consists or five 
songs. Four of them are relative
ly short, but the fifth, "Karen 
Evil 9", starts on side one and 
takes up all or side two. The song 
is divided into three impressions, 
The First Impression is about a 
dismal future world where peo
ple are "suffering in siJence". The 
best music on the album is on 
part two of the 1st Impression. 
It's about a weird future show 
which includes a "real blade of 
grass," Jesus ~ing pulled out of 
a hat and seven virgins on a stool 
(I'm sure all df this has some 
deep inner meaning but I haven't 
the faintest idea what it is.) 

The Second Impression hasn't 
any lyrics, its mostly Keit_h 
Emerson playing around on his 
piano. The Third Impression is 
about man versus machine. It has 
a very nifty ending with Emer
son's Moog flashing from speaker 
to speaker and then suddenly 
stopping. 

The rest of the songs are 
"Jurusalem", Toccata", "Still .. 
. You Turn Me On" and "Benny 
the Bouncer",. "Jurusalam" asks 
the musical question, "was the 
Holy Lamb of God on England's 
pleasant pastures seen?" "T~
cata" is Keith Emerson agam 
showing off on his Moog. It's an 
adaptation of Ginastera's 1st 
Piano Concerto, 4th movement 
and it sounds like a recital. "Still . 
.. You Turn Me On" is different 
from the rest of the album in that 
Emerson is in the background. 
Greg Lake wrote it, and his 
guitar and vocal carry the tune. 

All Emerson, Lake and Palmer 
albums seem to have a honky 
tonk tune, and on this album it's 
"Benny the Bouncer". It's about a 
bad bouncer named Benny who 
gets hit in the head with a 
hatchet by Savage Sid. 

The trouble with this album, 
and with most of ELP's albums, 
is that Keith Emerson dominates 
the sound too much. A Moog 
doesn't sound bad, but a whole 
album of it can be tiring. The 
group would have a better sound 
if Lake's guitar could be heard a 
little more and Emerson's Moog 
a little less. 

By BILL MC GARVEY 

Now through Feb. 22 

Fine Art Gallery 

AND MANY OTHERS. , , 

~ ~.~11:~\N.~ND ROTEN GALLERIES 
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PRACTICI MAKl!S PIRPICT - Thu""°" L. Aldridge and Peggy Affl'l• t,ong reherH 
a 1cet10 ham MY SWl!l!T CHARLII, opening March 8 at tho COM Arona Theater. 

Production Is Slated 
At Arena Theatre 

ByKA.RBN RBX 
Statt Reporter 

MY SWBBT CIIARLIB, oao of four 
us,oomtnc play-a to ti. performod by 
th• Commllnltv 'nlMtro. wtU ti. pro, 
.-oc1 on Frtctaya•saturdaya. March 
8 · 9, 15 • 16, and 22 • 23, at the 
Arena ni..tr. of Coll• of the Main• 
Janel. 

The production la ti.1111 dlroctodby 
J .H. Swt.ln of Gal~oa and 1tva 
Thurman L. Aldrtdp .. aw-u. and 
Peay Armatroa, u Mvlono. 

LaMar®O Hip and attendod Alvln 
Junior Coll.,. and Stephen F . Austin. 
She hu performld In YOU CAN'T 
TAKB 1T WITH YOU, YUM YUM 
TRBB, ROARING TWBNTIBS and 
SUSAN SLEPT HERE, 11 "11 11 
dlroctlna THB IMPOSSIBLB YEARS. 

Olh•r• appffrlnc In tho play VI 
MIit; Arm;;rya,a. ~l.~ti Sittwr-whtt.;, 
Vlrllnla Oti.r Ind Ovy Kramla. 

A oooporatlw arranpmont with tho 
Ooar 0-0.k CoW\try Theatr. lnl.oa• 
1111 City hu boon 1ntorod Into by 
COM after I I\ICCUlful Initial yur 
or play-a at lta now Ann• ThHtro, 

,ram will M atron,ly a~rted by 
thl lrU re1ldent1. All produotlona 
v• ... aonably prlold In order to 
brl111 thom to• broad1udlen~. Tick• 
et prlc" at COM aro $2 for adll1t1 
and Sl for 1tudent1 and Nnlor ol • 
lzona. Qoar Creek la the nm• with 
th• 01coptlon or adulta, whtch ,,.. 
$2.50. 

Any roaldll\ta who wlllh to holp 
ln th• producttona, IIICh •• 1ot1111. 
lllhtlna or acenery, aro uktdtooon• 
tact Robert Handy, 938-1211. En. 2311. 

COM President 
Heads Good will 
Or. Frtd A. Taylor. prHldent of 

Collep of the Mainland, haa bt'en 
eltcted chairman of the Advlaory 
Board Cloodwlll Industries. Inc .. In 
O.lvuton. 

In rommontlna on hi• appointment, 
Dr. Taylor t1xpreaaed pleasure In the 
honor afforded him by hie colleaguea 
on tht Advlaory Board. " My1&"<!c11-
Uon with Ooodwlll h•a meant a areat 
deal to mo for I have , very warm 
place In my heart tor the work thla 
ftne or11anl11tlon I• doing," Dr Tay
lor deolarod. 

Dr Taylor JolnNI College of the 
Mainland In 1967 at Its Inception •• 
dean or Instruction and ~ubapquently 
became proaldent In September of 
um . 
... hll ti.en In tht fttld of publlo 

oducatlon for 22 yur1. 14 of which 
havo In Junior colleceadmlnlatratlon. 

In 1967, ho boc•m• aaalatant re1• 
latrar at Doi Mar Colloee In Corp111 
Q\rlatl and lator aaumed tho po1t
tlon of director of adult education. 
In 1865, Dr. Tlylor ICOOl)Cld a Kol• 
kla FtlloWlhlp In the Junior Collo1e 
Loadvahlp Tralnlnc Pro11"•m at the 
Ul\lvorelt)I or -r.xa,. recelvln, hla 
Ph.~ t:i 1967 

A natlw of Ohio, Or. Taylor re• 
oolvod ht• Bachelor of Solonce from 
tho Ooll111 or the Ourka In 1951 
and hie M"tor of Sctonco from Tex11 
A• t In 1956. 

OR, PRl!D A. TAYLOR 
COM Proaldont 

He 11 a mt,r,bf,r -t>f t',v Tun:: .:ur. 
tor eon .. , ln1truct1on11 Admlnl• tra • 
tlon, Phi Delta K1pp1, Tht American 
A1aocl1tlon or Hllher Education and 
Nr"ftl .. I con•ultant on edUCl• 
tlonal 1yat1m1 lor The American 
A11oclatlon or Junior Collqea. 

Galveston Barbershop Quartet 
Meets In Fine Arts Choir Room 
Do you llkt to 11111 In tho aho-r, 

or atnc t.10111 to tho radio. Thl'n put 
th'" talent, to ,ood use In the re• 
oently roformld. barti.rahop qu• rtel . 
The Oalvoaton Olaptv of the lntor• 
national or1anl11tlon 11 now meet11111 
In room F -110, the Fino Arta Choir 

Firat In A Series 

room, IYtrY Tue1d1y nll),t It 8·00 
p.m. at Colle1e or the Mainland, 

The only pre-roqulalt• 11 that one 
like to 1ln1. In fact you do not 1ven 
h1v1 to ti. able to read mualc, mem• 
ti.ra will teach you 

It's Your Future 
By BltUCB ROBBIE 

itufi.opor,w 
(Editor'• Noto: Thi• 11 th• nrst In 
, aerlOI or artlcl• on Job oppor• 
tunlt .. for COM 11raduatoa.) 

One of tho ti.nefll1 of Collo11e of 
Swain, who la omployod by Moll· 

anto, hu bNr\ • memti.r oftheTu
u ctty Communtty Th"t" for about 
12 ~ . He hu dtroctod TWBLVB 
ANGRY MBN, WHO'S AFRAID OF 
VJROlNTA WOLFS and YUM, YUM 
TRD u -11 u appevtnc In MR. 
ROBBR'l'S, OASLIOHI', LIPB wmt 
FATHBR and ARSBNlC AND OLD 
LACE. 

• hopl111 to brine to Mainland roaldlnta 
• broad ranee or theatre production,. 
For ill• r.malnder of tho •73. ' 74 
INIOll, thr.o other playa vo ached• 
lllod. They are OAZBBO, at COM, 
May 10,11,17,18,24, and 20; SHB 
STOOPS TO CONQUBR, at Ooar' 
CNek, March 14 thru May 18, and 
a play to ti. announctd for May 2 
tbroup May 18. 

Concentrated Program Begins 
For Future GED Examination 

the Mainland 11 the 1vallablllty of a 
deano ror ltudentl who VO lffKin, 
employment upon completion or two 
yeara of atudy In thtlr choaen fl~ld. 
Thia c:1to1rH, known -• 1n Aaaoclale 
In Applied Sclencea<1e1ree.orA.A S., 
11 oarnod In many field• lncludlna 
eccountlnc, 11neral bu1lne11. aecro• 
tarlal work, manqement and market• 
Ina, air oondltlonln1, refrl1er1tlon, 
111tomoOvo, data proceHllli, dr1ftln,i 
and deal,n, wotdlna, and elec1ronlc11 

But where do you 10 11\er you earn 
your dolrH? Tom Watson, h11ad !lC 
peraonnel It Amoco Ch• m I c 11 1 In 
Tox11 City, aald that Amoco or11n 
h11 ncrot1rl1I and cltrlcal position, 
avallllble ror peopl• with dt!llrlll, 
Ht 1110 added that th• <1e1ree 10me• 
tlmea carrlea more wel1ht than H · 
perltnce Wataon added that II • 
per110n la plannlnc on rec,1v11111 hla 
dearee at the end or thla 1prln11 
111meater. now would ti. the moat po • 
portune tlmt to start cont1ct1n, pro
•~tlve 1imploy1r•. Your degree wlll 
no:vor be worth more. 

Aldrtdp. who llvod In La Marque 
u a youna boy, hu recolltly roturnod 
from Now York lllhero he atlldlod 
drama at the American Acldlmy of 
Dramulo Arta. He alao atlldlod at 
THU Soutbonl Univ.ratty and tho 
Alloy Theltr.. Hla product.Ion crodlta 
lnch.ldo TOYS IN 11iB AfflC. CUR· 
IOUS SAVAGB, JULIUSCABSAR,AN• 
'nOONE and BLACK MACBB'llf. 

Peay Armau-oat ,raduatod from 

ftePeatqoa 
The Pent.con la a larp bulld

lq In Wuhlncton, D.C. that has 
five aldea • on almoat every laue. , ....•...•.................•.... , 
! 50's D•nce ~i 
. --- ----- . : Co u~e. c • ._.,..,. : 
• --:1 • • • 
: ~"A 7 •-I~ -. M.: . ..... . .................................. ~ 

lt la hQIMCl tll«t thla upandtd pro• 

WELCOME! 
Th• Malnland Comet Stoff 
momllor• wolcome readora 
thiougho11t tho Celloge of the 
Molnlond dl1trlct In our ox
ponaloft to olght pogo, after 
only ono 1omo1tor of p11bll
catlen, 

Actlvo partlclpotlon 11 In
vited lftcl11dlng Letters to tho 
!tilter, fN• cla111flod od1, 
ontl ftOWI ttom•, Moll contrl
llutlon1 ond od1 to Molnlond 
Comet, C•ll•v• of tho Moln
land, To.a, City, Tox, 77590, 

A coaoentratld procram IOINld to 
holp atudlat1 PNIPll'O for tho Oonoral 
Bdllcatlon Dovolopmont uamlnatlon, 
u "11 u to acQ11lro work Ill.Illa 
and attltudu, 11 In PJ'OINIU It Col• 
1 ... of tho Mainland. 

Th• clUNI whtch meot Monday 
thru Friday, 12 noon to 3 p.m., will 
ti. conductod for 13 -'ti. At the 
end of tho HUion,. ltudonta will M 
ready for OED clau and alao ti. 
olther quallftld to ontorthojobmark• 
et or havo tho nocoaavy Qlllllftoa• 
tlon1 for Job tnlnlnc. 

Th• now pro,ram whloh l1 bolllf 
fllndtd by nowly•crtatld at•t• fllnda, 
requtrea that a atudent ti. ablo to read 
on at ltut a nventh-,rade tovol. 
1boN ti.low thla lewl aro onoour• 
llld to entv tho Adi.lit Ba.ale Bdu· 
cation Dlvl1lon'1 OBD clUHI, oon• 
ductld Moh morntnc and ovonlq. 

"The CIUNI will oonllat of U• 
tenalvo GED propvatlon u woll u 
,roup (llldanoo 1otlvltl01 ~ to 
holp 1tudont1 acquire tho noco ... ry 
lklll1 and attltudu to ftnd jobl and 
hold thom," tlCPlllntd Bill Sptllar, 
dlractor of AdUlt Buie Education. 

TIier. '" atlll eome openlnas In 
th• now proaram and In the reaular 
GBD 01 ...... For furtmtr Informa
tion, oall Splllar. 838-1211 , Exl. 2113 

Coming Eyent• . . . 
. . See ·Page 3, ·· 

For further Information on oppor • 
tunltl" at Amoco Chemical, contact 
W1t10n'1 office at Amoco Chemlc1l1. 
3800 F .M. &19 Bait. 

Editor's Quote Book 
He knows not hil o 

strength who ha, not m,I 
nc.c,slic1 .•. : • • 

-:-Birt /olaruOff 



NORTH TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY ONE 0°CLOCK LAB BAND TO PERFORM 
Th• a-d Will Be At College of the Mainland Morch 17 For Concert And Clinic 

C<»I Musicians Host Lah Band 
By REGINA LIST 
MIJMlf-C&fltor 

A musical doubleheader is in store 
for College or die Mainland on s.n
day, March 17. The NorthTexasState 
University Clbe O'Clock LabBaodwill 
pnseol both a cllnlc for Sludent 
musicians from 4 to 6 p.m .. and a 
coocert from 8 to 10 p .m . Botbeveats 
will be held in the gymnasiom 

High school bend directors will 
baDdle student registradoowlthCarol 
Veth baadllng it for all other inter
ested persoos. The cost is $2 for the 
cllnin, or $3 for bolh the clbaic and 
c:oocert, with a $1 .50 charge for the 
coocert. 

The North Tens Slate University 
One O'Clock Lab Band is a house
hold won! in the world of jazz. They 
have achieved inlernatfonal fame as 
well as a total of 38 awards from 
various festivals througbout the 
OOUlltry. 

Duke Ellington best summed ~ the 

Fad Sberlages-! 
I just read in a magazine how 

one company is doing research to 
help us in our Energy Crisis. 
They feel that in a couple of 
years they'll be able to beat an 
entire apartment building with 
only one lump of coal I've got 
news for them - that's what my 
landlord is trying to do now! 

bdtatioa? 
I just saw an advertisement 

from a sugar substitute manufac
turer that went something like 
this: "Beware of imitations!" 

ELECT 

John H. 
PLACE 

COMMISSIONER 

PRECINCT 4 .. ' 

Lab Bend In a five-word cp,te, " I 
wish they were mine!" Berry MuJ
llpn CClllCJDded " ll's the best big 
i.oorveeTer1-ni..'' 

The first academic jazz progam 

In the DIiiion --"' established25years 
ago with the birth of the Lab Band. 

Since its early tw!glm,Jnp they baft 
pabered many booors. lncloded are 
a perlormance by In~ at the 
While House. a tour of Mell:leo for 
the department of State, a joint ap
peuaoce in coocert with the Los 
Angeles Neopbonic Orchestra with 

Special Display Of Paperbacks 

Offers Varied Reading Materials 
BylCAIIENREX 
S&aft Reporter 

The J...arniJlg Resources Cenler of 
<X>M offers a wide 111Uiety of mater
lals to stodellts, faculty. and inter
ested citizens of CM mmmunlty. One 
of the more popular features of the 
LRC ls the Paperback Library. The 
collection. whicbc:oasistso!over 1500 
boots. Is composed of best sellers, 
pop;.dar paperbacts, current novels, 
and mass marllet papeneclls. As 
needs change. 50 do the booll:s. 

New books are added by gifts or 
as purchases. Sbldemts -1 faculty are 
encouraged to suggest titles for new 
books. Wornoutpeperbacksareeither 
discarded if in too poor condition 
or sefll to the reading lab if in good 
shape. As the paperbacks are less 
apensive. the school is able to buy 
abo<4 ten paperbacks to each hard
boood book. 

A few of the more popular titles. 

according to Robert Slaney, director 
of print media. are "f'lllure Shock" 
by Alvin Toffler, a boot whicbvividly 
describes the emerging superin(lJs
lrial ..urld- tomorroW'' S family life. 
the rise of new businesses, subcul
tures. life styles and human rela
liansbips- all of them temporary; 
" The Teaching,s of Don Juan: A 
Y841i Way of KmJ.,.t ..... by Carlos 
Casta,_,.. the story of I.be n ve years 
in . which don Juan, a Y841i Indian 
and Carlos Castaneda. a gra4Jate 
student in 8lllhn,pology at UCLA. 
spent together as master and pupil 
in castaneda' s gadlering of Informa
tion OD the Yaqui use of hallucino
gens in opening doors of perceptjon; 
•·wtiy Am I Afraid to Tell You Who 
l Am?" by Rev- Jdm ~ ; and 
boots by Robert Remmer such as 
··Proposition 31. •• Orerall. the pap
erback library is well worth check
Ing into. 

21Aff OF THE WEEK \i 

• ~ ,I,,., I .-.; . 

........ 1 ... 1h-1ieif ,-alltJR!"° 

Stan Kenton as CC!Dlb:tor, a.--ti,rm
ance at the VeneziN'lan embassy by 
request. and a recent coacert tour 
W'fth Tony Bennett. 

Al the~ 25th amdftrsarycel
ebraUon a weetloag series ot ew:ots 
was planned. It attracted - of 
the top performers. writers, and crit
ics of the jazz scene. 

Amell& the performers were Marian 
McPartl-' of New York. considered 
the most 0t•stancflng - jazz pi
ani!Jt Jn the coumry, andTerryOark, 
the 'mmnbles' man from the TonJgbt 
9JoW', who has given the lab baud 
prog,-am a $500 scholarship to be 

awarded to a yo1q drummer who 
shows ootewo~ potellt:laL 

Ms. Veth, respooslble for arrang
ing emibl1s and cultural events, com
lDl!ded. "We are very fortunate to 
ba,ie been able to boot this OUUtaod
lng band ota of the elgbt in NTSU' s 
Lab Band Proo-am-Here is a chance 
for students to get personallzed In
struction OD their instrumellt from 
a top- rated musician, as well as to 
hear the total sound of a greet jazz 
band... She added that Leon Breeder. 
professor of music and director of 
the Lab Bands. will puticlpate In 
the program. 

Club News 
By GARY D. BALL 

Staff Writer 
PIO THETA U.PPA 

March 6 at the student center; 
wlll have a panel discussion featuring 
instructors Alan Ginsberg, Alexander 
Pr-.i and James F""lDley as thespeak
ers. 'Ibis dlscusskm is open to the 
whole student body and there will be 
a questioo and answer period.. ... .. 
ECOLOGY CLOB -

Tbe Ecology Club is preseolly plan
ning a field trlp which is to take 
place sometime In the near f&aure. 
This club bas also requested an an
nouncement be made that there are 
separate barrels In froot or the Ad
miniBtratfoo Building W'hicb one may 
use to deposit any QUlllltity of steel 
~ • aluminum cans. ~. and 

ShrtBair? 
Shaftd beads ue the fashion 

for many men lffiDg in Afghani
stan 'rillages. The men, who be
lieve a bare skull is be.althful, 
cover their shaved heads with 
deftly wound turbans. 

1.-gll.dr! 
A comet's tail. pushed by elee-

trically charged solar W'Uld, al
ways points away from the sun. 
It is the tail that gives comets 
their name: "kometa." a Greet 
word maning "long-haired ft • • • 

glass materials. (glass is pol into 
separate barrels; one for colored 
glass and one for clear. Please re
more any labels to be found on cans 
or bottles before depositing tbeln in 
the barrels.) 

• ••• 
BAPTIST STUDENT UNION -

1be G.S.U . bas just recently re
turned fnlm a weekend CXlll"n!!llion at 
Fort Worth. There were some two 
thousand present at the con-.ention. 

Drafting Day 
Scheduled 

By WAYNB IIAMILTON 
Stan Reporter 

On March 1(. 1974 Colle,e of the 
Mainland will be preseoling a ''Ca
reers in Oraft:lng n.y" for all area 
hJp school drafting students, their 
teachers and counselors. Many of the 
students currently enrolled In College 
ot the Mainland drafting courses wW 
be present, too. Tbe program will 
be COIIGICted from 10 1L11L lllll11 2 
p.m. W'itb ~ beginnmg Ill 
9:30 a.m. oa March 14. 

AU hJp scbnol and college stu
dents are Invited to hem 1ep.eRDt
atives from M .W. KelJoa,S.I.P.lnc., 
Flour Enpleers, Dest,ners..S Plan
ners, Brown and Root and other 
Industries . 

'Ibis may be a decldlnl factor of 
yo1r fulure. Don't miss ll! 



Cancer Unit Headquarters 
Open Five Days A Week 

According to Marvin Williams, pub
lic educati011 chairman for the Gal
veston County Unit of the American 
Cancer Society (ACS), the Unit bead
~s office at 1814 45th Street 
lo Galveston is now open five days 
a week, Monday lhrougb Friday, from 
9 a .m. until DOOi!.. 

Slaffed by wluoteers, the office 

provides coimty residents with in
formation, materials and other ser. 
vices designed IO broaden the pub
Uc 's knowledge aboi.a cancer and its 
cures and to assist cancer patients 
In ol:C:ainjng miscellaneous equipment 
and supplies as well as tnmsporta
tioo to and from local cancer tteat
ment centers, Williams aplained. 

Student Life Assistant 

Staff Personality 
By ALANNA CLARI[ 

Staff Reporter 
Karen Atkinson is the program 

advisor and secretary to Bob Smith, 
director of student life at College 
ol the MainJand. 'nle purpose of 
Mrs. Atkhlson's position is.lmportam 
and belp(Ul to all student life acti
vities. 

Mrs. Atkinson, better mown as 
Karen, is in charge of such opera
tions as mastercalender,purchasing, 
accoi!ding and financial management 
generally. She provides ass:lstaDce to 
studem groups In the development 
of activities which are CQlsis&ent 
with College Center phi)osophy and 
pollt:lcs, and encourages lnoovative 
prognm developmeut. She assists in 
completing cootract oegotiations with 
performers and service !lgeneies. 
Karen maintains the prognunmiJJc 
calender for all College Center opera
tions. 

Karen moved from Comiecticta to 
El Paso when she was ten years old. 
She married James Atldnsoo, who 
is an electrical engineer at Mon
santo and they have a ten year old 
daughter, Melissa. 11te Atldnsons 
moved bere from El Paso In August , 
1969, and Karen started her work at 
College or the MainlandinSeptember, 
1970. 

Karen likes working with college 
level studeots. She ~yed work
ing with them at the Placemeot Of. 
lice at New Mexico State as a place
ment aS!ilstam, while she W11S a stu
dent there. Karen went to college 
for two and ball years at Texas 
Wesaern, which Is now University of 
Tens at El Paso. 

KAREN ATKINSON 
Pragram Acl,-isor 

To those aroimdtheCollegeCeoter, 
Karen is a helpful and understlmdlng 
person when things go wroog. Pa
tience and personality are Karen's 
greatest traits. In the ligbl or her 
acmevemems or the past and present, 
it is safe to say that Karen will 
al-ys have a place in the hearts 
of College of the Mainland students. 

Automobile S ervice Tips 

Tbe ACS services available free 
through the Galveston office include: 
1) public educat.lon materials ( pos
ters, pamph]ets and other literature) 
about cancer; 2) equipment !or ca -
cer patients, sueb as hospital beds 
oamplete with mattressesandcovers. 
wheelchairs. walkers. crutches and 
bedside commodes; 3} supplies for 
cancer patients. including dressilllJS. 
rolled bandages, bed pans, nylon pil 
lows. t.apes, rubbing compounds, baby 
oil , petroleum jelly. powder. hospi 
tal gowns, colostomy appliances, etc.; 
4) transportation for cancer patleots 
to and from treatment centers at 
John Sealy andtheUniversityofTexas 
Medical Branch (UTMB). 

••Before equipment or suppUesmay 
be loaned oat. a written request 
must be obtained from the patient's 
Jiiysician," Williams said, ·'but our 
pamphlets, posters. films and other 
materials are there for the asking." 

Educational films and guest 
speakers for elms or schools can 
also be arranged through the Galves
ton ACS office, Williams said. Re
ferrals to local social agencies and 
information about area laryQgeCtomy 
and mastectomy clubs are still Olher 
services provided through the faci 
lity. 

" Incredible as it smmds, almost 
335.000 will die or cancer this year
about 920 persons per day or more 
than ooe every two minutes," WU
lluns revealed. · 'Thus. nen to heart 
disease, cancer is the leading cause 
o( death jn this country today. 

" Many of these people could be 
saved," he continued, .. If only they'd 
schedule amwal physical checkups and 
seek prompt medical attentl011 at tJhe 
first sign of a cancer warning sig
nal, which is why we should educate 
ourselves and our families about the 
need to be 'cancer cautious. · This 
ls where the ACS offlce can be a 
tremendous help ... 

'The Galvestoo COUDty American 
Cancer Society omce is iD need of 
wlwiteers to supplement the present 
staff. Anyone interested 1n working 
as an ACS wlmteer should call 765-
9698. 

Pain~ Tip 
If you're painting a room, re

member that paint generally dries 
to a slight}y different color or 
shade. For a fast preview of tbe 
final color, brush a sample swatch 

' of paint on a piece of clean, white 
blotting paper_ The paper will 
immediately absorb the wet gloss 
and the color on the paper will 
be about the color of the paint 
when it dries on the wall 

Las Vegas 
14y friend just got back from 

three weeks in Las Vegas where 
he underwent a rather stra11ge 
operation. Be had his wallet re-
moved! 
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COM"• FIRST WEDDING 
Hincodt Yreds Shifflett 

Wedding 

Held At 

College Ce nter • 

By ED BROWN 
AssbtutMa~Edltor 

On Feb. 12, 1974, at approximate• 
ly 7:30 p .m . the Student Center at 
College or the Mainland was used 
for the first time in a very special 
manner. 'lbe first wedding ceremony 
ever to be J:,eld on this campus was 
performed in Meet.lllg Room 120 in 
the Student C.eoter building. 

'Miss Cathy SbifOett was united In 
matrimony to Bob Hincoclt. The cere
mony was perlormed by the Rev. 
Ronald Eldred of Algoa. The young 
couple came 10 this area from New 
Orleans. La. 

The MaiDland c.omet staff wishes 
lbe Hincoc:lis the besl of luck in the 
future. 

Letters To The 

Edi tor 
Criticisms aad comments throu,p 

Letters to the Editor are welcomed. 
All letters m-.st be si,ped and lim
ited to 250 words. 1altials will be 
asedaponreqiaest._ ' 

Spaee~e! 
This may be the space age, but 

if you've ever tried parking down
town, you know how rod.iculous 
that tiUe really is. 

Coming 
Events 

March 6 - COM Intramural Tourn
ament Entries open. 

Mardi i - lntramural Spades Tourn
amea1. Eolries Closed 

March 7 - Intramural SoftballTourn
amelll Eotries Cosed_ 

March R - Intramural M..ixed Double 
Pool Competition 

Mardi 12 - lnlramural Bowling En
tries Closed. 

March 13 - Student Nursing Associa 
tion presents CASINO NIGl!f a l 
7:30 p .m .--50 cems wilh I.D. and 
$1 general admission. 

March 15 • Houston Baptist Otorus. 

March 18 - lnlramural Pool Entries 
Opeo. 

March 18 - Intramural Ri:quetball 
Entries Opeo 

March 19 - College of the Mainland 
- " Fine Arts Faculty Show·· in tbe 
Gallery 

March 21 - BIRDS OF PREY - -
with 010ck Bindner. adventurer-oat
urallsl.- eJll)lorer. 

March 25 - Gull Coast Junior Col -
lege Inlercollegi.ate Conference Trav
eling Emibition of Student Art Works 
in the Gallery. .... 
April 30 - COM Singers and Stage 
Band (Jo.int concert) 

May 6 - 17 - Traveling Exhibition 
of Art Instructors of the GCJCIC. 

May 10 - Mainland Oloral (concert). 

Senior Citizens 
Schedule P lay 
C:OUege of the Mainland's Senior 

athens are at it again. Opening on 
Jwie 7 will be their dramatic pre
seotatfon of BRRA1H OF SPRING. 
The plll}' will reappear on June 8 , 
Hand JS. 

Try-o«s are slated lO be held 00 

May 5 to 2 p.m . and ~aln on May 
6 at 7:30 p .m . Rehearsals will begin 
Immediately following casting. 

The production is intended to pro
mote the entire Senior Citizen pro
gram at LUM; "'You are never too 
old to be a productive human being.·· 

The play will be open tothegeoeral 
public. Tickets are $2 for adults, and 
$1 for students arul senior citizens. 

New Thriller 
rve' got a wonderful idea for a 

great new hoITOI' picture. Film a 
pen;on walking through Central 
Pad: in New York City after dark. 

Student Faces On Campus • • • . -· .... • 

t 
i 

·- . ' -.: ,.'\."\..,..,.-_- ......... ', -

-
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Editorials. • Cancer In Children 
Redreu • Right of t~e People? 

" In every ataa• or th .. , oppre•• 
!!IOM we have petitioned tor rtdreu 
In the moat hwnble terms. Our re • 
peated petitions have been anawered 
only by repeated Injury. A prince. 
whoae character la thua marked every 
11c:l whtch may define a tyrant, la 
unfit 10 be ruler of a tree people." 

•dental" 111>• In IOfflt White Houae 
tapea. wh.lch no one In the White 
HoUH atatr •Nm• to know lll)'thlq 
about. 

Theae wordl. rrom the Declaration 
ot Independence can freely be applied 
to our " preaent ruler" Richar d NI• 
xon. lt'a aad to think how the Amerl• 
can l)t:Ople have been taken In by 
the two• faced man they elected · 11 
their leader . Nixon has abuaod the 
lude rahlp tmrusted to him, by hla 
Involvement In euch things II I C• 
ceptlna Illegal campaign ·contrlbu• 
llone' from certain corporatlona, 1\11 
Involvement In Watergate, and the 
quo• tlona ar lalna from the "1c:ol • 

The people el.cited Nixon Into of• 
Oct. The people can al10 remov. 
him Now 11 the tlme to aet In• 
volved. Let tht Con,re•amen on Cap• 
ltol Hill know how you and your 
frlenda feel about 1110h laauu 11 
Nixon'• retllUJ to arant amneaty to 
draft realater•, Water1ate, and par• 
tlcularly your tholllht• reprdlna the 
removal or Nixon rrom office. 

Tho NA110NAL CAMPAIGN TO IM
PEACH NIXON 11 an oraantutlon 
worltlna toward the IOll of removlna 
the corruption In the United StatN 
Oovernment. The Impeachment of NI• 
xon could be tho ftr•t atep. 

PONY POWER . . • IUehnd F. John1ton or North lleadina, 
Ma11., doe1 hit part to eue the energy crl1l1 u he stvea Betty 
Conner (L) and Dorla Lafond of Wakefield, a pony cut ride to 
the Lynnfield re•taurant where all three are employed. Johna&on 
keep• about a dozen hone, and ponle• - this one by the name 
of Jill - aae1 the cart when weather permUa. The ride to the 
re1tauranl takes about a half.hour. 

-tf#OUBLE CROSS-~.~ 
ly Lora W. hdorlu 

Con,ider the cl ues front all angles: t hey 
n•y CROSS y(lu UP I The c 1 ut N Y be 4 pun on t he 
word wanted, or an 4nagra111 or t hu word Itself. 
Usu, lly, the clue conta In, a dt f1nlt lon (5ynonytn) 
u well H I crypt le N>pres,ntat ton of t he word. 
Cert11n word, ruay st1nd for letters In an ana9r1111. 
1.9., NOTH ING, TEA ,~££, WHY, YOU, ~nd BC 1111)' rep• 
rtStnt O, T, C, Y, U, and D. The word coul d a 1 ~o 
bl hidden tn t he le t ttrs of the clue, e .g., the 
phratt "hu1111n bt ln.9 rated u un thankful • contains 
the answer INGR~Tr. The word 111tght bl defi ned ln 
two p,rts , 1.9 . • • clue for rOR£ST£R II "ranC)fr 
i n favor of org1nic compound" {FOR £STER) . 

Wr1tt the word\ ove r tht nunttr ed duhu and 
then trans fer uch letter to the corrospond1ngly 
nUIIC>trtd square In the diagram, Blick iqu1N1s 
indicate word tndi nas. Tht COIIIPltttd dlaqra111 
wtll contain a quoUtlon readi ng from left to 
rl,ht. Tht f i rst lttter of t he answered words 
wl 1 give you the author 's name and t itle of t he 
work front Whl ch the quote comts. 

CLUU 

• • Big boat with flnt fOl'III 
1s really nt1t ! ... . . . . ... ..... .. . .. .. . ... . ..... . 

I . Day wl t h sun cal ltd Ptn ttCOH 

WOltDS 

Brlpt, ll\111ly Kathy Wll only 13 
months old Wl\en her mother noticed 
a llftlllq In her abdomen • Kathy 
wu lltlna well and 1atntna wellht, 
bllt atUI, htr mothar decided 10 take 
her ror a checkup. 

"h WU a win idea," Dr. R.A. 
Dlllard, PNlldent or the Oalve•ton 
Oollnty Unit of the American Cancer 
Society (ACS) explained. ..The child 
wu round to have I cancer of the 
kidney, called, a Wilm'• twnor, one 
or the more common form• or can• 
cer In children • and curable when 
dla,noaed and treated early." 

Cancer In children? 
lf that queatlon la In yo11r mind, 

you' ll be aurprlaed to learn that 
nut to accident•, 0111oer la a lead• 
Wt Cl\lae of death &mon,r youn,f• 
attra · thla year cancer will take 
the IIVII of approldmately 4,000 
American children under the aa• or 
l& • halt of thtm victim• of &Cutt 
lellkemla. 

For that ree1011, the American 
Cancer SocletY, wh.lch will •oon bt 
conductlna Its annual educational and 
fllnd•rat•tna Crusade acrou acrou 
the nation, IUppOrta $ll million worth 
of lellkem.la-relatecl research alone 
each year. Today. lnsomeepeclall1ed 

center•, medtcll aclentlat• worlllna 
In team• are achlevtna lona•tvm 
aurvtval from I dlleue that Und 
to klll In a matter of weeb. One 
ot the moat out•tandlna \IOluntlll'I 
tor the American Cancer Society 11 
a l'Ollftl man trom New Jtrny whon 
leukemia wa.a dla,nond when he waa 
13 and lut tall he celebrated hla 
2llnd birthday! 

The word Cllrl •till can't bt IP· 
piled to leukemia but tor •ome oth.,
rorm• of chllcllood cancer It can. 

" Tak.I ltttle Kathy" Dr. Dillard 
Aid. " Her Wilm'• tumor wu found 
In an , arly 11a,1 before the dlnue 
hed l chance to spread beyond the 
ltldMy. She bad 111rpry and then 
radiation to prev.nt a return of the 
cancer • ltle'I DO-W ,Olftl about the 
bu• lnesa of arowtna up with a life 
expectancy of any other child. SIie 
l1 a par•on cured 01 cancer." 

Fortunately, cancer In children la 
rare • ll any atven year. only one 
child In 7,000 II likely to develop 
the dlaeue. But for th•t one child, 
an alert adlllt can mak1thedlft1rence 
bttw.rui lite and death. 

" The lut thtn, the American c.n
cer Society want• to do la alarm 

TIED DOWN • , • Bib ownen take ,real palm to proteel 
Uaelr blcydea la crime-ridden Manllattan. Thia owner hu re
aoftd front wbeeJ. padlocbd wbeel UHi frame tofetller wlUl 
lleaYy elwn enclrdlq u lroll wladow ornament fixed la con• 
cre&e. 

9 £ 10 J 

M. Feke 91111 fl'Offl Oertllln rock 

It , Hank duhts foNard to 
o fftr g!'fft Ing ( 2 wds.) . 

C. Hai n fraction of tho11 
mmlttlng a violation .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . Tllo 'TI"~ 7l 41' ffl "1if m -n l~ 

0 . He•d Ste thtt strew roof ...................... .. 

D. Wea the rman has 10ft Clrttr ... ,. ..... ,. ....... .. .' 1TI 1! lR TO) ~ °lT Tff 1ff 71! '1f P . Appraised trtdt .' ... . .... . ...................... . 

parent•," Dr. Dillard declared,''bllt 
we think that a bit of advice can 
only help.'' 

The advice 11 llimple: " "IUlv 
uamlnatlon• and prompt lnvuttp
Uona by • pbyaictan of any •111• 
plclo111 conditions," 

What'• 1uaplclo111? .•.. • . , 
"Swelllnp. lumps or mu-• In 

any part of the body; 
•Any ch1111t In molu or birth· 

merits; 
•unexplllned nausea and vomtt.lnl; 
• A marked chanp 1n bowel or 

bladder habtta; 
• Any kind or blood)- dl•char .. , 

hMvy ll)Ol'lttnlOlll llOhbleeds; fllllll'I 
of blood to clot: 

•Unexplained atumbllna by • chlld 
who ha• been walltln, well; 

•A 1eneral " run down" condltloa. 
lf a puent notice• any or the abov. 

111d th• condition doean 't aubllde tn 
two we.lta, a vt•t t to a physclan 
la a must. The ACS •pokesman l&ld, 
" Remember the ov.rwhelmtna odtls 
are that tt Wllll 't bt cancer. bllt 
you have to know • it's whl.t you 
don't know 1bout cancer that 
can hW'l." 
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LARRY STAHLEY, MUSIC INSTRUCTOR AT COM, DIRECTS CHORALE 
Th• Moinlond Chorale Performs Frequently For The Communi ty 

Teaching Is A Challenge 

Teache, P,of ile 
By SPACB WASHINGTON 

Stall Reporter 

Jeaale Symms ls anatlveofBryant, 
Texaa. ralaed 1n Jasper and Houston. 

Hla family moved lo Houston 1n 
1936, where he enleNld Milby Junlor 
H1lh School. He later completed hta 
h1Ch achool years 1n Jasper, Upon 
araduatlon he entered the UnJted 
States Air Force for four yeara. 
After d1acharae he attended the Uni• 
verally of Houston foD one year, 
then transferred to Lamar UnJversJty 
for the next three years, maJortna 
1n polol)'. 

After leavlng college Symma 
worked for an oil wel.dllll company 
tor a number of years, then return• 
eel 10 the UnJveralty of Houston to 
complete hla bachelor's dqree ln 
electronic&. He worked for Dresser 
Electronics for a few yeere, a%.)d tor 
in year& at Locked Electronics. 
He left Locked and signed up with 
the COM Slaff Where he ls today. 

When laked about COM social af • 
fair• , he commented, " The social 
affatra ara fairly reasonable con• 
sldertna this ts a Junior collefle," 

Then there were a faw questions 
asked about his claues and why 
he cboee to come to College of the 
Malnland • • · 

QUESTION: Mr. Symms, did money 
encour11e yuu to teach at the Main
land? 

SYMMS: I really did not start In 
the taachln, profession for money, 
It wa& the challqe It presented. 
You see, in the Industry field you 
wait as 10111 as two to three years 
for reaults while In teaching you 
see the results In as little as three 
months. 

QUESTION: Students say that you 
teach clus a little too good, so that 
they really don't understand. 
SYMMS: I try to teach where every• 
one underatanda Also J point out 
to every student that he Is not aol111 
to learn ·anythlna unleu he goes 
over It more than once. 

QUESTION: How do you feel about 
dropping students? 

SYMMS: Well, I don't like to drop 
students, but I know everyone la not 
cut out for electronic•, so the drop_ 
ayestem atves them a way to get out 
when they are falling. It &ives them 
time to take something else. A stu• 
dent who Isn' t ,ood In electronics 
la probably llood In ICCOW\tlng, where
u I would fall nat on my face 
1n accountln,. So what Is lost by 
dropptna-a Utt!• time and that's all , 
and the W'a won't hurt hla aver11e 
that much. 

JESSIE SYMMS 
Electron I c• Instructor 

Symms likes the Idea of student 
versus teachers In lntramurals. He 
thinks It helps teachers know students 

SOM& OF OUI<. 
SI:L-F-MAOEE 
ME:N WOUL-0 
00~1..L-W ~,,. 

better. Knowing a llttleabout students 
helps the teacher understandthepro
blems a student feces In hla every
day life. 

Symms alao plays a llood game 
of badminton and luuea out a chal• 
lenge to you hot shot• who play a 
little. 

Ohl and one more thllll• • wouldn't 
'Cuddly' be a good nJce name for 
Mr. Jessie Symms? 

Pip At Wealth? 
The Tifalmin people of New 

Guinea consider pigs as wealth in 
themselves. The donor of a pig 
acquires not only prestige but 
credit, and expects a pig in re
turn on some future occasion. 

Designed For Blockade 
To blockade southern Ports in 

the Civil War, the Federal Gov
ernment asked shipbuilders to de
sign a warship with shallow draft 
that could enter rivers, fire in 
any direction without having to 
come about, and would be armor• 
ed against artillery fire from the 
shore. The result was John Erics
son's "Monitor," whose revolving 
gun turret was copied by the 
world's navies. 

Beyond Our SolaJ! System! 
The Pioneer IO spacecraft, 

launched on March 2, 1972, was 
the first to fly beyond Mars' orbit 
and to cross the asteroid belt. It 
will become the first man-made 
objed to escape the solar system. 

Mainland 

Pharniacy 

Complete 
School 

Supplies 

626 6th Street N. 

945-2368 
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Nur8ing Major 

f1UDEN1 
f ,0111,111 

By JO LYNN SMITH 
Staff Writer 

Shirley Keith la a quiet. thought
ful brunette who Is new at Colle,e 
of the Ma.Inland. lo fact . this la her 
ftrsl semester In college anywhere. 

She Is from Galveston orlg.loally. 
Later she moved to Alta Loma and 
graduated from Santa Fe High School 
In 1972. She still lives In Alta Lo
ma with her family. 

Nursing hr Shirley's major • She 
plans on completing the 1wo year 
course at College of the Mainland 
and then working for • few years 
before she goes back to school for 
her muters degee. 

Why. nursing? She wants a pro
fession that helps people. Not Just 
administer ing to their physical and 
me.dical needs but helping the whole 
person In any way she can She bad 
dreams of being In psychiatry but 
did no< feel she had that many years 
for study 

For r ecreation she enjoys readilll 
and s wimming. She also likes to get 
out of doors and back to nature by 
walking and hlldng 

Shirley likes College of the Main• 
111"'1 and meeting new people but she 
finds the studying and work a lot 
different from high school. She Is 
carrying 15 hours and also caring 
for her year-old son. 

Now that she feels she can leave 
her baby to someone else' s care 
part of the lime she la ready to 
get Involved Involved lo anything that 
Is revelant to her future profession 
especially. She also la loteresced In 

SHIRLEY KEITH 
Nursing Mafor 

current and community events and 
activities and would like to help 
where she can. 

Shirley Is a warm underatandllll 
person whom people enjoy meeting. 
And more than ever we need some
one like Shirley who looks for an 
opportunity to help. Welcome to Col 
leae of the Mainland Shirley 

*********************** 

COM Student Government 
To Attend Convention 

College of the Mainland Student 
Government will be 1ravell111 to Waco. 
Texas, on March 28, 29, and 30, for 
the SMual Texas Jr. College Student 
Government Association Convemlon. 

Student• attendllll wlll be o-o 
Jure• , Karen Fundllng, Alanna Clark, 
Rlcque Brister, Dick Egper. Jlm For-

sythe, Kristy Morten, Cynthia Bell , 
Steve Bierman, Chuck Berry, James 
Naaet, Rick Stevena, Henry We8l• 
moreland. and Sam Stone. 

The advlMr for the Stuc:tent Gov• 
ernment la Ken Johnson who will also 
be auendln,r thv ConventlOJI. 

WINNING ARTIST - Odette Rubin, winning ortlat ond ort Instructor 
ot O>ll•g• of th• Malnlond, -"'• on her foYOrlt• aullfect--ld 
Golveaton homes. Sh• woa recetttly owarded $300 In the 25th An
nlversory !xhlblt of the Texoa Watercolor Society, 



SOLUTION TO 
i\,DOU1L£ caoss- UP Ne.l 

AUTHOR: ( John.1than) Swift 
TITLE: Gulliver ' s Travels 
QUOTATION: 

PEANUT 

PUSH 

Candid shots from 

the first College 

of the Mainlatd 

Peanut Push. 

They look upon fraud as a 9reater crio,e than tncft. and t~r.?f,,.. se1dalr 
fall to punish it with death; for they a liege. that c:a,.. a...: ,i11i1uce 
• • • . •• ,nay preserve a man's goods fr011 thieves, bot honesty tws no ~ 
•~inst superior cunning; ..... . 
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COM Basketball Team 
Enjoys Record Season 

By SPACE WASIDNGTON 
Sports Reporter 

This year the COM basketball team 
had a record season. The first record 
breaking game was against Southern 
Bible College, 136-64. All conference 
player, Ed Benson, shot it out at 
bJ,ib ooon at the Southern Bible Col
lege game where be scored a blazing 
43 points, which beats the record 
set by James Turner of 37 points. 
Teh Comets also has a six game 
winning streak going for the first 
time in their history. Also there 
was a 22 game win this year as 
compared to the 20 game win last 
year. This makes the C.omets the 
CONFERENCE CHAMPIONS. 

A bit of confusion was caused by 
Alvin Jllllioo College referees 1ldleo 
they showed favoritism toward Alvin 
due to prev.lous experience of COM 
vs Alvin. Alvin lftlll the game, fairly 
or unfairly. 

Even the statistics showed that 
more players fouled OUl Ibis o
for undue cause than in any pre'rioua 
oae. Dotson was kicked out of a game 
for the first time In bis career. 
1be reason for this was the referee 
1)1!11alized him for imspots 
penalized him for unsportsman lib 
c:oowct. 'The tNh was if be bad 
stayed in the game Alvin would have 
~st. . 

Neutral referees were calledlnand 
COM - fair and square. Alvfa 
forfeited the last game bowing tlJll 
their chances for a conference champ-
ioosbip or tie were Jost. 

College oftbeMainland',;,bestettwn 
team got off to a bad start this 
season but ended ~ first in confer
ence. COM is 12-0 In conference 
for the first time since the Comets 
have been in existence. History says 
that this bas never happened, and it 

I PUNCH LINE I 
OF THE WEEK 

L 

L-IVf;. 11 
UP, AND 
YOU 1-L. HA.'v'!? 
-ro uvt=: rr 
DOWN, ,VO! 

Foar-&fths For Home 
In the U.S. approximately four

fifths of the total spent for food 
represents purchases to be used 
in the home; meals away from 
home accounted for the other 
one-fifth of food expenditure. 

BOOKSl'ORE HOURS 

8:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m_ 
8:30 a.m. - 4 :30 p.m. 
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.lll. 
8:30 a.m. - 7:00 p . .m. 
8:30 LIil. - 2:30 p.m. 

00• 

seems that a repeat of the SlllJJe 
events might take place next se&S101L 

ID regular season games, tbeCom 
ets were shooting 80 points per pme 
as compared to 66.7 for its oppo
sition. 

In conference play COM bad a 80.9 
point average as compared~ 59.9 
for opposition. The conference play 
far exceeded the play in regular sea
son.. As quoted from Coach Bryant, 
' ' I really didn"t care bow many games 
we Jost as long as we 111D the con
ference games." Coach Bryant also 
said that their reboamding was better 
mostly becauseofWeinfredBd.lerand 
the shoodng of the ocher outSlandiDg 
players like E. Aadersoo, Arthur 
Jacisoa, Ed Bensoa, andBffremGrif
fin.. Iuler said, " Coach Bryant real
ly belped spart our rebouocHug His 
help .inderoeeda got thiDcs off to a 
,aod IUl't- As far - defense is 
_ _.. ........ ._pi.,.allll-

ter than any other COM team before.•· 
CGIICb Bryanr and the players claim 

lhat there was a lack of s upport 
from their rans and this bas been 
proven to be true. More people attend
ed lhe Peanut Push than the college 
games_ 

Lack of funds hampered the team 
but despite noo-attendance or the 
fans Coad! Bryant ant the team taped 
and pieced together a Conference 
Orampkmship. 1be ~ion is · ' Why 
doesn't. the College Fund Committee 
heJ'p the l:eskerhall team?" 

Talk is lmderway or a rwid raising 
pme benreen La Marque district 
champs ..t COM conference champs 
to be held here if the rules allow It. 

Jr you would like to see this happen. 
write lbe paper or contact Coach 
&-yant or Bob Smith and see what 
can be arranged to iq,port our team. 
'Ille:, aeed )"DUr sq>port - both splr
ltally ad a-tally. 
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Bowling 
There will be a bowling tournament 

March 14 from l to 5p.m . The winner 
will be determined by a three game 
series or total pins. The tourney is 
open for students and senior citizens. 
Sign up now at tbe Information des\ 
lntbeSt~Celller. 

Spades 
lf you enjoy playing Spades, then 

sign up for the Dobules Tournament 
to be held March 13 at 1 p .m . There 
Is an entry sheet on the information 
desk in the Student Center. 

Billiards 
Coming out on topinthesemester·s 

ftrst woman·s billiards tournameM 
was Beverly Douglas. Beverly is a 
secretary for the division or contin
uing educatlon/ comm1D1ity services. 
Giving strong competitioo andplacing 
second was Laura Garcia. central 
publication clerk. Jackie Davison fin
ished third. Other competitors includ
ed Eva White, Daphine Clark, Erin 
Applegate, Regina Joselh. and Jorce 
Durgas. 

The tournament was double elim
ination aod lasted one hour and 20 
minutes. Trophies were awarded to 
the first. second. and third place 
winners. 

OBSERVATORY .•. Atmos
phere ExpJorer-C - a new 
NASA spacecraft - will carry 
14 scientific experiments to in
vestigate the "net-man's land" 
of space. Flying an extremely 
egg-shaped orbit, the scientific 
observatory will approach with
in 75 miles of Earth to acquire 
dab on the atmosphere_ Only 
scanty scientific information 
provided by sounding rockets 
currently eldsts dealing with 
this region of the upper at
mosphere. 

Enriched Flour 
In 1970. sixty-five pereenl of 

the white flour was enriched. as 
compared to .sixty percent in 1961. 

THIERY'S FIGURE FRED ZIMMERMAN 
Leaving COM Stoff 



.. 
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March Astrology Aspects 
,.~ARIES • the ram. Fire. card• 

Ina!. (M11rch 21 •Aprll 20) Advance• 
ment In all way• happen this month. 
Mooe)' won't be much hasSE:l , butQIII 
on to some of It . Give and accept 
advice from others. Examine your own 
thoughts and use your Imagination. 

~ T,\URUS • the bull. Earth, 
nxed. (April 21 -May 21) Oianglng 
opinions and old business deals can 
cause ha&St!ll and confusion among 
friends and associates. Stay easy• 
goln,c and let everything work Itself 
out 

~GEMINI • thetwlns Alr, mut
aote (May 22, June 22) March should 
be grnal for getting things together. 
l,lsten closely to Ideas and deals 
friends have thought or. Try to get 
around ai·gumenls and disregard af. 
front1. They aren't worth your time. 

-~CANCBR • the crab. Water, 
cardinal (June 22-July23)0iallenges 
come up In areas you least e~. 
Heed friends suggestions; try not to 
Ignore thP.m. 11·11 good for both your 
Interests. Good spirits should pre
vail thru March. 

4~LEO • the lion. Flre, fixed. 
(July 23-Au,uat 23) New friends, 
scenes, and Ideas happen throuch 
March. Stay selr•relllllt and reserve 
jl>diement on any propoganda going 
around. Elude discussion.a about 
touchy sUuatlons; Ibey could make 
thtrur11 worse. 

IP~VIRGO • the virgin. Earth, 
mutable. (August U-September 23) 
Have thou,hts about what you really 
want out of lire and the best -y 
of achlevtn, It. Try not to let Im· 
planned event• hinder your ldeudur· 
In• thll mondl . 

8:, JAN HELPENS'MLL 

:A:J 'l. LmRA - the scales. Air.car• 
dinal. (September 23-0ctober 23)Try 
to get :,ourseJftogetherdurtnaMarch. 
Travel, business deals and Ideas are 
IP)d to get Into Take care about 
what you say and how :,ou act to• 
ward certain people, 

ffl,)Jf-SCORPIO • thescorplon;eag
le. Water, ftnd. (October24·Novem• 
ber 22) Prior business deal• could 
start to pay off. Watch for new Job 
opportunities. Trykeepln&yourtemp• 
er. In control. Think poaJtlve. 

Jt' ~ SAGITl'ARJVS - the archer. 
Fire, mutable (November 22 • Decem -
ber 21) Oiances for success In whet 
you attempt are good. Try to take 
jaWlts out -of-town for some new 
scenes. Get Involved In out-door ac
tlvttlM 

11JL.3f CAPRICORN • the •ea goat. 
~ cardinal. (December 22-Janu• 
ary 20) You mlpt ftnd that you've 
run Into some financial hassles. Try 
to Ond sohalons to them without help. 

• Thlna;s should start looklna up, but 
use discretion ln talking about your 
decision• . 

~~ AQUAIUS • the water bearer 
Air, flxed. (January 21-February 19) 
March should be great for bringing 
OUl the changes you've been Soln& 
throutlb, You have some good bulc 
Ideas to work with, but atay recap• 
live. to friends• thoulht• -

)( ~ -y PISCBS • the fishes. Water, 
m~e. (February 20 • March 20) 
Cultural events are of lnterQt In 
Mardi. Music, art, travel; do 11>me-
1hln& clffereat. Really Jet Involved, ln 
anytbina. Work oo tmprovlna:,ourre• 
latlonabJp with family and friends. 

BACK BOIIE .•. O.e of tile Army'1 largest ud moat U• 
uaual veaell, Uae Lt. Col Jolla U.D. Pqe retum to Fort Eutll, 
Va., after more Uau •even years la Solltbeut Alla. Coneel•fMI 
by tile Na\'1, Inn &1lrDed over to die Army for comple&lon, die 
f,100 to• Page h termed a lleaela dbc:llarle Upter allcl wu ,e. 
1lpecl for 11enl to Item muriagea witb Qedal Na\'J _.,. ad 
to transport cargo to anlmpl'Offl beada lit.es. ••••••••••••••••••••••• Cla11if ied A d1 

••••••••••••••••••••••• NEED ROOMMATB-2 bedroom-2bath 
apt. at Loch Havei, Apta. $80.00/mO. 
938-0568 after 5:00 p.m. 

WANTED-old bicycles Cor parta. Ph. 
925-21U9, Alta Loma. 

FOR SALE • 289 Hypo-Ford-Cam .. 
Brand new, make offer. JMn Sim
mon• 945•2930. 

FOR SALB-Ford 325 Ring and Pinion 
aeara. 8 Inch, brand new, makeotfer. 
945-2930. 

FOR SA.LE-1965 Pcntiac Lemana. 
Needa work on valves. Good work or 
school car. Call 9'8-7869, Jamee 
Nqel. 

WANTED-For reuonable price-to 
speed bike. Call 938-0587aft.er3p.m. 

SPBCIAL OPFBR-A.11 collep lt\l· 
dent1 can receive the HoustooOlrall
lcle at one-half the NCUiar 1ub• 
acrlptlon price. Call 935-9118. 

FOR SALE-Electric guitar. $35. Call 
938,4765. 

FOR SALB-1969 Pont.lac Bonnnllle, 
fully equlpptd and clMII. Phooe 945-
3885. 

FOUND-A Wlllch fol.lld lnaclusroom 
lalt Nalelter. Oalmaatmwt ldentlt)-. 

WANTED-Folk or cJuslcal type 1ul· 
tar ln reuooable coodltlon and at 
a reasonable prtce. Call 935.9259 
after 9 p.m. 

WANTED-Bua IUltart• to playjuz, 
rock, and orlglJlal. Eliperlence pre
ferred. Coolact Bobby It 935-8108. 

LOST-Two rtnp, both of great MIit• 
!mental value. Loat lntbeladiuroom 
of Tech-Voe bullcllnl, Reward of Sl5 
or '20. U fowid pleue call Mra. 
C.M. James, 554-2&76 or leave It 
Bob Smith's office In the Student 
Center. 

W.ANTBD-Need three bedroom Ml• In 
Pl" C'Glldtt1cla.. Call 935-3041. 

PA.RT 11MB JOBS-ucarrlerafortbe 
Houatoa Poat are now available. For 
more Information call 945-3364. 

NOflCB-Any peraon who WU here 
In tbe Pall 111d wbo left clotblq or 
other Items of value ln a locker In 
the pm lhould uk for lt It theofflce 
between 9 and 5. 

1bla 11 avallable Cree11P9ceforYOUR 
C1-•ul41d Ad. Howabout•elllngthoae, 
used books, out-grownblcyclea, extra 
car you don't need (or can"t afford). 
clotlllnl, or anythlnc you don't Wllll 
or can't me. Thia la the plaee•ad· 
vertlN. 

/iha CULTURE ._.~ ... ,. 
~ CORNER 

BOOKS 
TROUT FISHING IN AMERICA Is 

not a book about the technlques of 
trout fisbtng. It Is not a book about 
where to go trout fishing. I'm not 
even sure it has anything to do with 

MAN'S MARKS ... Vandal
Ima and Graffiti are gradually 
destroying many New York 
Cily ltatuea and monuments. 
This monument at Central 
Park entrance at Columbus Cir• 
cle It not onl)' written on, but 
bgen have been broken olf. 

Consumers' Corner 
Boot Wear,ancl-Tear 

On winter days, knowing a few 
easy-care facts can aave wear and 
~r on your favorit6 boots. 

Synthetic footwear is relatively 
easy to care for - they're usually 
waterproof, may be wuhed and 
don't need shoe polbh. A spray
on furniture polish will spruce 

_ them up. And, lf the lining gets 
wet, you can dry them upstde
down over a heat source. 

But synthetic boots can't 
"breathe" or let air circulate. And 
bacteria may grow as a result of 
perspiration. So use a foot spray 
in the boots. 

Leather boots need special care 
to protect them from the salt and 
chemicals used on some streets In 
winter. When boots are new, pol
ish them with a paste wax and/ or 
1lllcone treatment. Then treat 
them again periodically. 

If boots become stained, wipe 
them with a damp cloth. U badly 
discolored, wash with saddle soap . 
Use plenty of suds and a mini
mum of water. After rinsing, air
dry them at room temperature 
away from heat. Use paste wax to 
lubricate the leather. 

When boots are wet, stuff them 
with tissue paper or paper towels. 

Bistaf Share 
The number of women holding 

driver's licenses In the United 
States was ff percent of all ll• 
censed drivers in 1972, compared 
to just under 25 percent in 1940. 

trout ftshlng at Ill. 
Just what la TROUT FISHING IN 

AMERlCA about then? This book 11 
a deliciously amusing excursion Into 
the mind, talent and wit of Richard 
Brautlgan. The short essays In this 
book cover a whole range of things, 
from Brautlgan' s exploits as a trout 
fishing In America terrorist In ele• 
mentary school to Kool-aid wtn.osand 
conversations with abandoned out· 
houses. 

Brautlgan's style Is a fresh, crisp, 
graphic style like no one else's. His 
power to put words on paper Is re
freshing. Perhaps his greatest uset 
comes from his fantastic ability to 
relate two seemingly unrelated things. 
For Instance, have you ever associ
ated a birthmark with a car? .. Brau• 
tlgan has. " He was bald with a red 
birthmark on his head The birthmark 
looked Just like an old car parked 
on his head. . .. 1 reached Into my 
pocket and gave the nickel to the 
grocer. He nodded and the old car 
wobbled back and forth on the road 
as IC the driver were having an 
epileptic seizure.·' Brautlgan said 
about the book: "Expressing a human 
need, l always wanted to write a book 
ending with the word mayonalse." He 
did. 

Just what does "trout fishing In 
America" mean? What does It stand 
for? I haven't unlaJllled It yet, so If 
you want to know you will have to 
read the book yourself. You won't 
find this book In the sports section 
of the bookstore. U you go Into a 
bookstore and ask for It and they 
lead you to the huntm, and flsblq 
section and don't find It, thank them 
and leave. It Isn't worth trying to 
explain that It Isn't about trout fish· 
Ing. 

Dell Publlshln& Co. alao publlshea 
the Delacorte Presa and Dell Book9. 
A recent suspense thrlll•r from Del• 
acorte Press la THE GIRL ON THE 
BEACH and Dell bas given the re•d· 
er an eye-opener In the WASHING
TON PAY -OFF by ex• lobbyist Robert 
N. Winter-Berger who hu already 
appeared before the Senate Invest! -
gallon with regard to his accusations 
In the book. 

By Gre, Burna 

RECORDS 
Jerry Jeff Walker hu ftnally got• 

ten off that L.A. Freeway, and he'• 
alive and well on hla latest album, 
"Viva -Terllngua . " I say alive, 
because that's how the album was re-

corded ... live. and maybe well lan't 
lbe right word to use. Outstandlna 
Is probably better. But no matter how 
you want to describe J.J.W. , hla 
music says It beat of all. 

Soni fl on side #1 (In the bualn• 
es• they call It cut 1 on plug side A) 
Is entitled " Oettln' By," a tune that's 
making It bl& on the charts of Top 
40 and The Underground IS fut u 
It Is on your &ood old Country and 
Western. But, there are nine other 
reasons why this album la a must; 
eight of them are tha other aonaa, 
some Jerry Jeff Walker orlalnala, and 
some written by other artists, like 
Ouy Clark and Michael Murphy. The 
ninth reason la that It's a pleuant 
change from typical ''orylna ln my 
beer because the only pl I evar 
cared about ls gone" .type of C. Ii W. 
entertainment. 

U you're Into Jerry Jeff Walker 
at all, you know he's &ot the same 
kind or appeal )'OU find In Leon RUI • 
sell, Willie Nelson, Aal-., At the 
Wheel, and even Rln&o Starr. He'a 
got that kind or message that saya 
"this ain't no mesaqe at all. It'• 
Just that you and I have been down 
the same road to1ether, ao let's atng 
It over." Oet the meaaa,e? 

As l said earlier, the flrat aon, 
on lbe first aide 11 "Oettln' By," 
and you've probably beard It already, 
so lets tlllc about the other• on the 
album. You get "Deaperadol Wattm, 
For a Train" which tells you about 
arowlni up after you've already grown 
up. Then, there's "Sanarla Wine," 
"Little Bird," and "Get It Out." 

Side two •tarts out wtth ''Up Acatnat 
the Will, Recmeck," a nifty little 
ditty that pwa to music all the ru
ervatlons you may have had about 
those people who gave you the tunny 
loots when you stopped for a cold 
one In Bandera or Pandora or Okalla. 
After that come two of those aad 
story sonas that :,ou like to llaten 
to: "Backsllderl Wide" and "WhMl." 
The lut 80lll on the album la seven 
minute• and 45 seconds worth of 
lonesomeness called "London Hom•• 
sick Blua," and It'• done by Gary 
NUM, wbo al11> does all the piano 
and organ and blcqroWld vocal on 
the album. It's fantutlc. 

So Yippee Ki YI Ya, &et Ilona to 
your nearest record store, and check 
Into Jerry Jeff Walker and "V!va 
Terltn,ua." It' s u cloae u you'll 
ever come to Top 40 Country Ind 
Western Blue Soul Juz, and you'll 
be &lad. Plua. you couldn't ftnd a 
better lnveatment for $6.00. 

B:, Bruce Robbie 

I ROUW 'T U1?f/ F~ Al£ IF I we~ 'd)(} 
I~ Jt$f MAfCI~ lHlS IJP.' . 
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Alcohol Becomes COM Issue 
By ED BROWN 

Assistant Managing Editor 
A new controversy has arisen 

among the students at College of the 
Mainland. At a great many or the so
cial functions held at the college, 
students have wondered why It should 
be Improper to allow those students 
in attendance to bring alcoholic bev
eraaes to the function. Many people 
!eel that this ls a major Issue and 
feel that this school policy needs to 
be amended. Since the law has been 
changed, most or the students are 
legally able to drink and feel that 
this policy against alcohol on campus 
ls obsolete and should be done away 
with. 

The issue of alcohol being allowed 
at school functions was brought to 
attention when a group of students 
were told that the school could not 
sanction a party where alcoholic bev
erages were going to be served. Ap
proximately a week later a bulletin 
wes sent out to all the faculty and 
staff members announcing a party for 
all those interested which said that 
they could bring their own bottle. 
Many students felt that this was rath• 
er unfair since they could not hold 
a party of the same ldndandannounce 
to the student body that they could 
bring a bottle If they so desired. 
There Is most definitely a state law 
against the sale of alcohol on or near 
a school campus. The Student Gov
ernment at College of the MaJnland 
is not advocating the sale of alco• 

..------'h,:,;;c-,t,e,,~ ,.ere <Jm:ampUS. Wllllt 
they would hope to gain Is amend
ment ol the school policy that states; 
No Intoxicating beverages will be 
allowed on campus premises at any 
time. Persons under the lnfiuence of 
intoxicating beverages will be asked 
to leave the premises. Several steps 
have been taken by members of the 
Student Government to obtain infor
mation concerning state and local 

Jaws controlling alcohol on the cam
pus. Just recently a group of stu
dents along with a staff member paid 
a visit to the local Liquor Control 
Board In Galveston, Texas. Ken John
son, a staff member, along with James 
Nagel, Kristi Morten, and Dick Egner 
went to see this commission to find 
out exactly what the state says about 
colleges allowing alcoholic beverages 
on the campus. Here again the state 
law prohibits sale of alcohol within 
a certain number of feet of estab• 
Ushment including colleges but ls 
rather hazy on allowing alcohol on 
the campus. This Issue Is predom
inantly covered by the school ' s pol• 
clcles and apparently by some com
munity law. The major issue ls that 
the Student Government feels that this 
particular school pollcy ls rather ob• 
solete and they would like to see It 

GWEN JURCA 
Discusses Alcohol On Campus 

amended. According to them this pol
Icy change would be advantageous In 
several wsys. These advantages In
clude: 

(a) A much better turnout for the 
functions on campus 

(b) Provide a closer place for 
people to go thus cutting clown on 
the danger involved In travelllng from 
town to town 

(c) Would allow tor more students 

as well as faculty and staff functions 
on the campus ltseU thus using the 
building more advantageously 

It should be made quite clear that 
the Student Government Is not advo
cating opening the sale and distribu
tion of alcoholic beverages at Col
lege of the Mainland. What they do 
want to see Is the school policy con
cerning this Issue changed to where 
the school would allow alcoholic bev-

erages to be brought to certain func 
tions which are held on the campus. 
This group of students plans to con
tinue gathering Information until sul• 
ftclent Information Is available to en
able the Student Government to bring 
a proposal before the Board asking 
that this school policy be amended. 
The Student Government body feels 
that this Is an Important Issue and 
hope that a resolution can be fowid. 

Pre-Summer Session Starts 
At COM March 25 

A new concentrated six week pre
swnmer session Is to be offered by 
College of the Mainland. This pto
gram starts March 25 and runs 
through May 15 with spring vacation 
set for April 8 through 17. Classes 
will meet dally. 

This offers an opportunity to high 
school seniors who complete their 
studies by March 1 under the new 
state quarter plan. The classes are 
also open to those persons not al
ready enrolled In college. 

Applications are available from 
high school offlces, public libraries 
and COM's Admissions Office. These 
applicatlons can be filled out and mall · 
ed to College of the Malnland. Reg
istration Is scheduled for March 20, 
1s-1 

Courses being offered In this ses
sion are History 135.51, Po!Jtlcal 
Science 235.51 , English 131.51 and 
Physical Education 111.51. According 
to George E. Thomas, Dean of Ac
ademic Programs, these are all re
quired freshman courses at any col• 
lege or university In Texas and the 

credits are transferable to senior 
Institutions. 

"Our new program, one or the first 
in Texas, offers a great opportunity 
for high school seniors to get a head 
start on their college careers," com
mented Thomas. "Why wait until fall 
or even summer to begin college 
when a student can take his fl rst 
semester courses here In the short• 
est possible time and at the lowest 
possible cost." COM's tuition Is the 
lowest allowed by state law. 

This opportunity Is also open to 
those high school students who will 
graduate in May. They can take 
COM courses concurrently with high 
school programs If the subjects are 
not duplicated. 

"This compact, concentrated pro
gram should also be of Interest to 
-adu.lt!I -wtto wont it nlgh: and also 
those who never previously thought 
of golog to college but might take 
the plunge on a short term basis," 
Thomas said. 

High school students should contact 
their guidance counselors for more 
details . Also anyone can call College 
of the Mainland's Admissions office, 
938-1211, ext. 264 tor further Infor
mation. The tree toll number for 

Dlcldnson and the bay area Is 337. 
1631. 

There are two developmental 
courses offered too. They are Com
munications 13-4.51, readinglmprove
ment , and Communications 133.51, 
writing Improvement. These are for 
those students who feel they need ex
tra help In communication sklllls be· 
tore taking college level courses. 
Credits for these two courses, how
ever, are not transferable to all In· 
stltutlons. 

This new program allows students 
a good opportunity to get some re
quired courses out of the way be
fore they have to go oft for education 
or to get help where they need It 

Area Counselors Meet At College Center 
College of the Malnland'sacademlc 

staff and the programs offered were 
presented at a recent luncheon meet· 
ing of the Galveston Bay Area Coun
selors Association In COM's College 
Center. It was an audio-visual pre
sentation. 

The COM staff members involved 
In the program were Introduced by 
George A. Goodwin, President of the 
uaociatlon. Mr. Goodwin ls also a 

counselor at Levi Fry Junior Hlllh 
School in Texas City. 

A slide introduction to the 26 In
structors on the teaching staff of 
College of the Malnland was narrated 
by George E. Thomas, Associate 
Dean for Academic Programs. 

Thomas noted that all Instructors 
here have a Masters Degree. Forty 
three percent have at least one year 
of advanced study besides their M .A. 

CONFERING before a meeting of the Bay Area Counselors 
Association are, left to right: George Thomas, Associate 
Dean for Academic ProgrQITis at COM; Stanton C, Calvert, 
Dean of Student Personnel Services; George A. Goodwin, 
President of the Association and a Counselor at Levi Fry 
Junior High School in Texas City ond Beau Bobbitt, COM's 
Chairman of Counseling and Human Development Studies. 

Three of the staff members are now 
nearing completion of a doctorate. 
Degrees by the faculty members are 
from 16 different Texas colleges and 
univ er sltles and 19 are from out of 
the state institutions. 

Six staff members have been listed 
In Outstanding Educators of Amer
ica in recent years. Ten of the faculty 
members have received grants for 
advanced study and 11 have served 
as consultants to publishers, collt;g
es, schools and government agencies. 

" We' re very proud of the fact that 
two of our Instructors were awarded 
grants for graduate study trom the 
National Endowment for the Humani
ties," Thomas stated. " These are 
highly selective grants for which there 
Is nation wide, stiff competition," he 
further commented. 

It was also emphasized that all 
of the courses In the Associate In 
Arts Degree program are transfer• 
able to senior Institutions. 

The extensive testing and counsel • 
Ing programs at COM which are aim
ed toward upgrading the basic skills 
of those students who need remedial 
programs was outlined by Beau Bob
ltt, Chairman of the Counseling snd 
Human Development Studies Pro
gram. 

"College or the Mainland Is a 
comprehensive community college, 
and as such, has programs to meet 
the needs of all students from an 
advanced to a remedial level, " Bob
bitt states. 

Mrs. Althea Oloates, a cowu;elor. 

explained the available and vocational 
programs emphasizing how good are 
the facilities at College of the Main
land. 

After the presentation there was a 
question and answer period where 
counselors from area schools asked 
questions about COM's faculty, pro
grams and facllltles . 

ACUPUXCTURE . . . Dr. 
M. J. Cain watches for a re• 
action from Teddy as he in
se1-ts an acupuncture needle 
into the poodle at his clinic 
here. Dr. Cain, of ;m. Healthy, 
Ohio, the first American vet
erinarian to study under the 
Chinese Academy of Acupunc
ture, has performed the an
cient art on more than 100 
dogs and horses in the last 
six months. 

Coming 
Events 

March 18 • Intramural Pool Entries 
Open. Intramural Racketball Entries 
Open. 

March 19 - College of the Main• 
land •. "Fine Arts Faculty Show" 
in the Gallery. 

March 21 • Bird of Prey- -with 
Chuck Blndner, adventurer . natural • 
1st, explorer. 

March 25 • GuH Coast Junior Col • 
lege Intercollegiate Conference Trav
ellng Exhibition of Student Art Works 
In the Gallery 

April 8 . Carabbean Travel Show 
Houston Post, host National Airliner 
Koduk Multi - ,edia PrPsente 'on. 

Apr il 19 • Entry ~adll ·. Post 
Spring Art Festival 

April 20 • Spring Art Festival 
District Judging. 

April 21 • Spring Art Festival 
District Judging. 

April 22 • Sprln.l[ Art Festival 
Regional Judging. 

April 20 • Science Engineering, 
Fair''.. Winners Weekend. 

April 21 • Science Engineering, 
Fair's Winners Weekend. 

April 24· Holiday on Ice, Post 
famlly night. 



Page 2, Mainland Comet, Friday, March 22, 197_. 

Beauty Course Now A vailahle 
To Senior Citizens At COM 

Applications Taken 

For Basic Grants 
Any fulltlme student presently en

rolled who did not attend an Institu
tion or higher learning prior to 
July 1, 1973 la stlll eligible to apply 
for Basic Educational Opportunity 
Grant ror tbe 1973-74 school year. 
The deadlJne for application la April 
1, 1974. The amount of the grant 
la based on the financial need of 
the student. Awards for this year 
ranse from a minimum of $59.00 
to $452.00 per year. 

Avocados, corn and bananas are 
meant to be eaten, not worn. But to 
an adventurous group or senior cit
izens In a seJr-lmprovement course 
at College or the Mainland, they are 
the stuff or which beauty Is made. 

The course Is aptly called " The 
Art of Looking Better'' and these 
consumable items are Ingredients In 
an imaginatively- mixed racial which 
promises a better complexion to the 
user. 

The class, which evolved from a 
traditional Physical Fitness course, 
is the brainchild or two attractive 
Bay Area models who decided a 
personal improvement course specif -
lcally for senior citizens was an Idea 

whose time has definitely come. 
Mea Gillis, who models ror Battle

steins, Foley's, as well as others 
In the Houston area; and Betty Bak
os, a model who appeared In tele
vision commerlcals In the East, both 
113ree the course meets a long-ex
isting need. 

" For the greater part of their 
Jives, most senior citizens· attention 
Is focused on their families," Ms. 
Gillis observed. "Then when it ' s time 
to think of themselves, many women 
decide they are too old to be con
cerned about their appearance. " 

" Our course stresses that It 's 
never too late to care about one's 
appearance and that maturity can be 
beautlrul," Ms. Bakos quickly added. 
" The course has only been underway 
three weeks and we've already notic
ed deftnlte improvements as well as 
a general uplift in attitude and mor
ale," she commented. 

The 12-week course Is free to res
idents over 55 and ls still open for 
enrollment. Students meet on Wed
nesday, 10:00 a .m. to noon In Room 
P-119 of COM's Physical Education 
BuJldlng. On Monday and Friday, they 
attend physical rttness activities In 
a modern, dome-shaped Physical Ed
ucation Building on campus, taught 
by Miss Susan Storey, Physical Ed
ucation Instructor. 

" It 's great to see the improve
ment not only In appearance but In 
self-Image," Ms. Gillis declared. 
" And what's more, the class Is great 

Houston Post 
Sponsors Events 
The Houston Post has announced the 

upcoming activities for Spring. All 
or these events are open to the public. 

SNOOPY COLORING CONTEST, 
March 26, 1974--Klnds, draw and 
color your favorite skating star, 
Snoopy? In conjunction with Post Fam
ily Night at Holiday on Ice, The 
Post Is sponsorlns a coloring con
test for children ages 4-12. March 
26 at 12 midnight marks entry dead
line. Entries of an 8 ' 1/ 2" x 11 " 
ma:xtmum size should be sent with 
child's name, age and address to: 
Snoopy Coloring Contest, TheHouston 
Post , 4747 Southwest Freeway, Hou
ston, 77001. First place winners will 
appear In The HoUBton Post on Sun
day, April 21. Fifty winners will 
receive two free tickets each to Post 
Family Night at Holiday on Ice. 

SCIENCE ENGINEERING FAIR OF 
HOUSTON, March 28-30, 1974- 
These dates mark tbe final Judg• 
Ing and exhibition ol junior and senior 
high school students' ellpl!rimenta 
In the world of science. The students 
will be competing for over 190 spe
cial awards. Two Gmad Award Win
ners will be selected to compete In 
the International Science Engineering 
Falr at rlotre Dame, Indiana. The 
Fair will be open to the public 011 

March 29. 11 a.m. to 8 p . ..i. , and 
on March 30, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. The 
public ls also Invited to atteod the 
Awardll Ceremony orr March 29, 8 
p.m to JO p.m. (The original Sunday, 

Mea~ Most Important 
Meat quality is the most im

portant consideration of food 
shoppers as a reason for selecting 
a particular grocery store, ac
cording to s research report in
volving Chicago area women. 
Among the other various factors 
looked for, in order of importance, 
are: produce quality1 store ap
peannce, efficient checkout and 
meat variety. 

March 31, scheduling has been can
celled due to Sunday gas ratloninl 
problems for out-of- town students.) 
The Science Engineering Fair of Hou
ston Is sponsored by The Houston 
Post and the Engineers Council of 
Houston. 

POST TRAVEL SHOW, April 8, 
1974- -There' s an undeniable beauty 
and charm about the Caribbean and 
its islands. This Travel Show, hosted 
by National AlrlJnes, takes you to this 
area or lush follqe, txnmttrul Islands 
and the brilliant sea. A multi-media 
presentation by Kodak brings you the 
sights and sounds or such famed 
Islands as Jamaica, Martinique, 
Puerto Rico, Barbados and Antigua. 
1bere'll be fasbJoas by Salrowitz, door 
prizes and free travel Information, 
includln& cruJ.N lliles. Admlaslon will 
be by free tickets only. Watch The 
Post for the Travel Show ad with 
coupon or pick up your tickets at 
The Poet Want Ads Counter. (Limit 
of four ticllets per requMt.) Show la 
at the Music Hall, downtown, 8 p.m. 
SPRING ART FESTIVAL, April 19, 

1974- -Months of pn,paratlon culmin
ate u junior and senior high school 
art students meet this deadline date. 
Students from a 30-cO\Dlty area tn 
and around Houston are eligible to 
enter In 11 media categories (grad
uatintl seniors may enter a 12th 
media category- -portfollo). Students 
compete ior prizes, cash awarc:ia, 
scholarships, and the honor of dis
play. On April 22, 215 regional ftnal
t••• entries will come to Houston 
for f1nal Judglni and display at the 
MuNum or Fine Art•, Houston, April 
27 • May 19. The public la invited 
to this free exhibit. 

SCIENCE FAIR WINNERS WEEK
END, April 20-21--A apeclal tribute 
to the top winner• in the regional 
Science Fair! The Grand Awards 
Senior Dlvi.a!on, Poat Excellence 
Award, Junior Dhlalon and M~ 
fo Natural Sci-.SpeoJaJ,.A,nrd11rln· 
oen will dl~ay tbetr project• at 
the Museum ot Natu¥111 Sctence ror 
viewing by the public. 

fun." 
Both Instructors are putting their 

faith In the course on the line: a 
photograph Is taken of each student 
on the first day of class and one will 
be taken when the course Is com
pleted. 

It' s sometimes difficult to see the 
week-to-week ch~es, but I think 
the " after" photograph will be able 
to show the overall improvement," 
Ms. Bakos commented. 

Each week Is devoted to a specific 
area of personal care. Two sessions 
have been spent on skin care and pos
ture, and a future class will Include 
hair care. 

"We've Invited Marc Ashley, the 
hair stylist at The Camelot Beauty 

Salon in the Bay Area, to come to 
our class. He' ll not only lecture to 
the class but also offer a personal 
consultation to each student," Mrs. 
Glllls said. 

For those Interested In enrolling 
now, Ms. Bakos emphasized that they 
would have a chance to make up 
the missed lectures. 

" We have opening for about six 
more students,' ' she explained. ' ' Any
one interested In joining us should 
call 938-1211, Ext. 242. 

The road to beauty may be strewn 
with banana peels and avocado pits, 
but the "Art of Looking Better" 
course promises more than a passing 
grade to the senior citizens who have 
enrolled as "charter" students. 

Students not yet enrolled, who plan 
to enroll fulltlme for the 1974-75 
school year may apply for a Basic 
Educational Opportunity Grant on new 
forms available after April 1, 1974. 
The average award next year Is ex
pected to be approximately $500 and 
the maximum about $700. 

Applications are available in the 
Financial Aid Offlce room Al50. 

BAND CONCERT· Members of the Lo Marque High School Stage Band recently ployed In the Colle;• 
of the Moinlond Student Center. 

Library Off er Made 
To High School Grads 

Have you heard of College of the 
Mainland's offer of free books for 
new students? It's true, everythlng 
Is going on at the College- -our In• 
1erest in you as a student iB not 
• 90!Detlme thins, but rather begins 
before you even get here. 

Here's the opportunity: the first 
100 1974 ht,h school graduates who 
apply for admittance to COM by June 
l, 1974 with the declared Intention 
of re,illterl.ng for the Fall term as 
a full•tlme ltUdent for a course of 
study llllldlnl to an As80Clates De· 
,ree from COM, and who plan to 

Food Bill 
Of more than $116 billion spent 

for food last year, 70 cents out ot 
every dollar was for food served 
at home. 

Frozen Foods 
Frozen foods account for 5 to 7 

percent of supermarket sales. 

Big Business 
Diet and low calori<> foods. once 

sold only in drug and specialty 
stores, now account for S330 mil
lion in soft drinlu"'ilnd anothl.'r 

. S250 million i,r food ,items. · • · • 

later transfer to a senior college, 
will be given 10 paperback books 
of tbetr choice to be selected from 
a list of 100 dlflerent titles. 1bat'a 
lt. They're yours, free. To read. 
Over the aummer, and then In the Fall 
you ~I have the op(Jon of partici
pating in IIOIDII dlllCUSlliOn seaslons 
over the Ideas in the book.a. No ob
ligation, but keep In mind that taking 

part may be worth some college cred
it . Whether or not you make theses
sion.a the books are ,ours to keep, 
to trade, to &Ive away. 

Ob, you're wonderiJ18 about our 
motives? 'lbe best, really. We'd like 
to have yau bere In the Fall, that's 
all, and reading of course la about 
u neceuary as lovlnl, so what bet· 
ter way to get up for college? Con
ditions are only those as described 
In the offer. 

Sign below and return thl• letter 
to me; I will send you a voucher 
wbJch you take to the Coll ... Book· 
store for the paperbacks. Hurry, they 
must be picked up by June 15, 1974. 

"Hey, bope I'm one of the first 
hundred. Send me • voucher. I 1111 -
derelalld that I may be&ln my atu
dlea this summer If I willb, but I 
must be here 1n the Fall to qualify 
for the free books. Furthermore, I 
qree to return the booka given me 
to the- Bookstore on or before Sep
tember 1, 1974 If I: l) ran to reg
ister for the Fall term by August 
26, 1974; 2) n,glster for lesa than 
12 Nmeater hours; 3) do not enroll 
In couraea leading to •degree." 
Signed 
Addreae-----------
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Image VI Photography Concert 
Set At Sam Houston University 

The Photography Club at Sam Hou
ston State would like to &Mounce the 
approaching date of IMAGE VI, the 
sixth annual photography salon, to 
Interested students attending College 
of the Mainland. 

IMAGE salons, sponsored by the 
Photography Club, are directed at 
full-time students of colleges and un
iver sities within the five state area 
of Arkansas. Louisiana, Oklahoma, 
New Mexico and Texas. 

IMAGE VI will be8in on March 
22 with a program presented by Al 
Studebaker, vice-pr esident and gen
eral manager of Harper Leiper Stu
dios, entitled, " For a Little Extra 
Effort. " Also, twenty prints by Mor 
ley Baer, a Californian Photograph
er, will be shown on March 23. 

Prejudging is open to the public 
and at this time judges will make 
appropriate critiques on the good and 
bad points of each pr int. In this man
ner each contestant achieves the bene
fit of print critique first hand. 

Final Judging and awarding of rib
bons to entries will be made In a 
closed session. Upon completion the 
winners will be announced. 

Students looking for a place to stay 
(sleeping bog on the noor) should call 
this phone number when they get to 
Huntsville: 295-« 96 

The contest entry fee Is $2.00, 
which Includes the first print and 
50 cents for each additional print. 
Make checks or money orders to: 
SHSU PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB. Unless 
sufficient postage Is used prints will 
be returned. 

All entries must be received no 

Student 
Government 
Plans Action 
The Student Government Council 

was called to order by the presi
dent, Gwen Jurca at 2 o' clock on 
Feb. 5th. The minutes were then read 
and roll called by the secretary. 

Among old business Is trying to 
get ready made benches to set in 
prime places around the college. 
RJcque Brister Is still checking Into 
how much It will cost for plates to 
go on the benches saying who donated 
them. 

Convention reservations have been 
made and all members are going, we 
are leaving Thursday morning at ten. 

On March 18 a discussion session 
Is being held at U ot H, at which 
one faculty member and one student 
will attend. 

later than 5 p.m., Wednesday, March 
20, 1974. Entries sent by mall should 
be addressed to: IMAGE VI, P.O. Box 
2266, Sa.lD Houston State University, 
HUDtsville, Texas 77340, Attn: Jobll 
G. Gay, Jr., IMAGE VI Chairman. 

All winning photographs will be ex
hibited from March 23 until April 

8, 1974, 1n the lobby of the Lowman 
Student Center on the Sam Houston 
campus. 

Further Information, along with 
IMAGE Vl entry blanks, may be ob
tained at the Information desk in the 
College of the Mainland Student Cen
ter. 

Letter s To The Editor 
EDITOR: 

First of all , let me congratulate 
you on the fine work you have ap
parently been doing in developing the 
Mainland Comet. We have sorely 
needed such a publication for our in
stitution and I commendyouongettlng 
it this far. 

However, I am deeply concerned 
about one aspect of the paper and that 
Is the coverage of our Intercollegiate 
athletic program. The articles print
ed so far, mostly basketball, have 
been the worst I have ever seen, 
Including some Junior high newspap
ers. The Information has been er
roneous, misleading and so poorly 
written that it Is a detriment to our 
program and your publication. 

Please understand that I do not 
place the blame with anyone but the 
writers themselves. Their attempts 
at gathering Information have been 
pitiful, even embarrassing to us. To 
know that this material Is possibly 
being read by students and adults 
In the community makes me cringe. 

Personal experience makes me well 
aware of the problems Involved in 
Just getting enough students to help 
put out a newspaper without having 
someone like me be so critical. 
Nevertheless, I can't help but feel 
that everyone Involved, the newspap
er, the athletic program, and the col
lege as a whole, stands more to lose 
than to gain If articles or similar 
••quality" continue to be printed. 

As a possible solution I will gladly 
volunteer to either write future art
icles myself or at least serve as 
a " ghostwriter" for some student . 
Most Importantly, I would welcome the 
opportunity to proofread all articles 
prior to publication. 

Editor's Quote Book 

It seldom happens that a 
man errs through an excess 
of moderation. 

- Confucius 

Perhaps we could arrange some 
time to personally discuss this mat
ter. Please drop me a note regard
ing your feelings. 

Thank You, 
Dan Travallle 

Dear Mr. Travallle: 
On several occasions staff mem

bers have been sent to your depart
ment. They have returned unable to 
have necessary records released. 

U they could be released In the 
future, the stories would Improve. 

Your cooperation will be appr eciat
ed. 

Thank You, 
Editor 

To the Editor: 
In response to the editorial of 

March 4, I believe the situation of 
the government was only presented 
from one side. It Is true Nixon has 
made mistakes, but no one ls perfect. 
His accompllllhm.ents far out weigh 
his detriments to his office. Who 
opened up relations with Red China, 
bettered the feelings between Russia 
and the U.S. and got our troops out 
of Veltnam hooorably? No one has 
beard these Watergate-npeS";'"whlch 
could well prove Nixon's lnnosence. 
In this country a man Is suppose 
to be innocent 1mtll proven guilty. 
Nixon' s stand on amensty embodys 
the feelings of the American people, 
not Just his personal views. Impeach
ment Itself means only to bring charg
es against the President. Removal 
from office Is an irrevockable serlos 
step. In velw of the charges against 
the President, I believe Impeachment 
would do more harm than good. We 
must support our President until his 
term Is over. Whether or not In 
agreement with his policies or not, 
the position ol keeping the U.S. first 
in the world is more important than 
a few radicals wantlg to " overthrow" 
the President. 

K.A.R. 

EDWARD BROWN 
Dean of Admin istratio n Se rvices 

Added Spirit 

Staff 
Personality 

Stan Reporter 
Ed Brown, Dean of Administrative 

Services, has been at College of the 
Mainland since Its inception In July 
1967. His work includes being the 
college's business manager, doing 
the budget, and generally running 
operations. 

Mr. Brown, originally from Illin
ois, came to Texas during World War 
Two and never wanted to leave. He 
attended the University of Texas and 
began his career at the Texas Ed
ucation Agency. The AJvln Independ
ent School District and Alvin Jwiior 
College were his next employers 
until he came to COM. Mr. Brown 
Is married and has three children, 
as he says, " All grown, Thank God!" . 
and two grandchildren. 

A great sense of humor Is one of 
Ed Brown's traits that shows when 
he talks. In discussing his favorite 
past time when not working, fishing, 
he says he' ll give lessons to any 
one that wants lo wade In lakes and 
bayous with him. 

Overall , Mr. Brown's presence 
adds to the spirit of the college. 
His friendliness and humor make 
him a welcome member of the staff. 

For The Royal Family 
In Inca days, use of coca - a 

pa in-kille r and s timulant - was re
stricted mainly to the royal fam
ily. Today Bolivian h ighlanders 
chew it t o relieve fatigue. Little 
work gets done without it. 

Student Faces On Campus • • • 

Left te IU9'i t: MAltlL YH SCOTT, Didtlnaon; CHARLES ,SSHl!R, Friendawood;DIAH~ M~CUi,..LUM. 
Lo Morque; BOB FAUST, Lo Marque; PATRICIA KOL T, Hitchcock. , _. ,. , , 

Consumer s ' Corner 

Soybeans - New Snack Foods 
A new snack food that' s good, 

nutritious and gaining in popular
ity is the salted soybean. 

Herc are directions for " doing 
your own thing," if you have soy
beans growing at home. 

Soybeans may be cooked and 
salted to serve like salted nuts. 
There arc two methods for pre
paring the beans - either is ac
ceptable. 

For the first method: Soak dry 
soybeans overnight or until com
pletely swollen. Ory the surface 
of the beans between towels and 
fry in deep fat. Fry a few beans 
a t a time for five to e ight minutes 
d epending upon the size. 

When the soybeans are slightly 
brown and crisp, drain, salt and 
u se as sailed peanuts would be 
u sed. 

For the second meth od: Soak 
washed beans overnight. Boil for 
one hour in salted water, spread 
in a shallow pan and roast in a 
moderate oven until browned. 
Sprinkle with salt while still 
warm. 

The temperature of the fat or 
t he oven should be set at 350 
degrees. 

• 

Jumbo Jet 
r just flew in from New York 

on a jumbo jet. Everyone was 
wonderful - the stewardes', the 
pilot. We averaged over 600 miles 
per hour at 35,000 feet. But l was 
disappointed in the plane. This 
brand new plane cost millions and 
millions of dollars - you think 
that at least you could open a 
window. 

Art Exhibit Set 
TEXAS en:¥- · --:... ·~ ou~e"

exhlblt of the work of College of the 
Mainland staff members will open 
1n the Gallery of the Fine Arts Build-
ing on Friday, March 8th and contin-
ue through March 23rd. 

The " Fine Arts Faculty and Staff 
Exhibition" wlll include the work of 
such well -known local artists as 
Odette Rubin , Marilyn Heath, Berry 
Pollfka, Don Thornton and Carol Veth. 

The gallery will be open on Mon
day, Wednesday, Thursday and Fri
day, from 9:00 a.m to 3:00 p.m. 
and Tuesday, I :00 to 4:00 p.m. In 
addition, the special evening hours 
have been scheduled ror March 8, 
9 , 15, 16, 22 and 23rd, when the 
exhibit will be open 7 30 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m. 

The exhibit Is open lo the general 
public 

• 

-- .... 
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Editorials. • • 

Should Lake Fishing 
Be Regulated? 

LAKE ECKERT, IS THE HOME FOR 
OVER TWENTY DUCKS AND IS 
STOCKED WITH FISH THAT IS 
OVERPOPULATING. 

THE ONLY PEOPLE THAT CAN 
FISH IN TIOS LAKE ARE SENIOR 
CITIZENS ON SPECIAL DAYS AND 
STUDENTS ONLY ONE DAY A YEAR. 
THIS IS GROSSLY UNFAIR TO THE 
STUDENTS WHO FEEL THAT THE 
LAKE SHOULD BE REGULATED AS 
A PRIVATE FISHING LAKE. 

AMPLE: SUNRISE TO SUNSET EV
ERY OTHER DAY, NO FISHING AT 
NIGHT OR SATURDAYS. REGULA
TIONS ON FISHING ARE ONLY FOR 
SAFETY FOR ALL CONCERNED, 
INCLUDING THE FISH. 

FISHING IS A GREAT SPORT FOR 
THOSE WHO WISH TO RELAX, LAKE 
ECKERT IS ONE OF THE BEST 
STOCKED LAKES AROUND. 

THE STUDENTS HA VE BEEN 

REGULATIONS SUCH AS LIMITS 
ON WEIGHT AND LENGTH AND ON
LY CERTAIN TYPES OF FISH 
CAUGHT, THEN A CLOSE WATCH 
SHOULD BE KEPT ON THEM. A 
SPECIAL FISHING LICENSE SHOULD 
BE ISSUED TO STUDENTS WHO WISH 
TO FISH. ALSO REGULATE TIMES 
OF THE DAY FOR FISHING. EX-

TOLD ENOUGH WILD STORIES WHY 
THEY CAN NOT FISH IN LAKE EC
KERT. THEECOLOGYOFTHELAKE 
IS THE GREATEST CONCERN AND 
IT SHOULD BE POSSIBLE TO MAIN
TAIN THE BALANCE OF THE AC
QUADIC LIFE IN THE LAKE AND 
HA VE SOME GOOD FISHING FOR 
THE STUDENTS AND FACULTY 
,\LIKE. 

DUD ... The $18 million Titan•Center rocket roars into the 
Florida sky recently with the white contrail behind the booster. 
Eight· minutes later, the rocket was destroyed when its upper 
stage failed to ignite. 

By Lora W. Asdor ian 

Consider the clues from all angles; they 
ffk'!Y CROSS you UP'. Tile L 1 UI! llldY UI! d pull 011 lhe 
word wanted, or an anagram of the word itself. 
Usually, the clue contains a definition (synonym) 
as well as a cryptic representation of the word. 
Certain words may stand for letters in an anagram 
e.g., NOTHING. TEA, SEE, WHY, YOU, and BE may rep 
resent 0, T, C, Y, U, and B. The word could also 
be hidden in the letters of the clue, e.g .• the 
phrase "human being_ rated as unthankful" contains 
the answer INGRATl. The word might be defined in 
two p.i rts, e . g., a c 1 ue for FORESTER is "ranger 
in favor of organic compound" (FOR ESTER). 

Write the words over the nunbered dashes and 1----11---
then transfer each letter to the correspondingly 
nu.Wered square ir1 the didgrdut. BiacK Squares 
indicate word endings. The completed diagram 
wil 1 contain a quotation reading from left to 
right. The first letter of the answered words 
will give you the author's narre and title of the 
work from which the quote comes. 

CLUES 

A. Have a gift for writing on the wall 

B . Jot niece letter about expulsion 

WORDS 

C. Penned zero on a kind of 
bond (l,yph. wd.) • . . • . .. . • • • . • • .. • • • • . • . • • • • . • • • • 45 iof ill ill 154 ill TT8 

D . Aller my share of "1n" clothes 

E . Had enougt, of your laugh 
and guff awhile ago'. ........................... . 

F . Hake equa 1 by not varying much ................. . 

G. Center tOlllllallder in chief, in short, 
is rather strange • , .•........................... 

H . Fateful few lose ease in 
the Nazi air force ............................. . 

I . Hum in an in.,ersonal, cruel way ............•.... 

I . All all-inclusive mob in U.S. 

Groups Try To Save Whales 
By Gary D. Hall 

Staff Wrtter 

A boycott of .lapan,i,-i, pr0(.l11l't" hAF: 

been called by American conserva
tion groups to force the Japanese 
Government to halt the continuing 
slaughter of whales by Japan' s huge 
whaling Oeets. The Japanese have 
Ignored a unanimous vote (53 to 0) 
of the United Nations Conference on 
the Environment calling for a ten
year moratorium on whaling. And the 
Japanese recently refused to abide by 
conservation rulings of the Interna
tional Whaling Commission, of which 
Japan Is a member 

Supporting the boycott campaign are 
the National Wildlife Federation, 
Friends-of the Earth, Fund for Ani 
mals, Environmental Action, Defend
ers of Wlldllfe and Environmental 
Policy Center. 

Of the original population of more 
than four million whales, only a 
few hundred thousand exist today. 
Five species, Including the great 

blue whale, the largest a Jmal In 
history, have been virtually w:lped 
out. The largest remaining herds of 
fin wh&ltili and liP9rm whllles are 
rapidly dwindling under the onslaught 
of the whalers. 

The Japanese whaling Oeet Is now 
in the Antarctic, killing hundreds 
of whales each day. It Is a savage, 
methodical warfare against the great, 
gentle creatures. The whale herds 
are sought out by airplanes and hel
icopters, then are tracked relentless
ly by sonar and radar. The lumber
ing, defenseless whales are pursued 
by hlgh•speed chasers boats. They 
are blown up In agonizing death by 
grenade - tipped harpoons. Huge 
factory ships then rapidly process 
the whales into commercial products 
such as cosmetics, transmission oil 
and pet food. The Japanese justify 
their enormous slaughter of whales 
(14,477 last year) by claiming they 
need the meat to feed their people. 
But whale meat represents less than 
one percent of their protein diet. 

Automobile Service Tips 

CON""T7lC1 SE'i
A SW/rC/-171/AT 7DRNS 7!/e. 

/GN/7701\/ COIL av ANO OFF 7eJ 
ARE Tl-/e' SPARK "TD 0Cfl CYLIN!J£R. 

CON7'AC,:S(POIN75) GRA.OUAl-l-Y 
W,e"'AR CAUG!NG l-0Sr3 OF RJW!f'R 
ANO POOR M/Ui,4Gff. t/GEFVI- L-!FE
A80LI"(" 10,000 Mll-1:S. 

Ounce 0£ Gold Deep And Dry 
In South Africa some 2~-i! tons 

of rock must be processed to 
produce an ounce of gold and a 
sliver of silver. 

The deepest oil well in the 
United States-more than 30,000 
fee~was drilled in Oklahoma in 
1972. It was a dry hole. 

3 I< 4 I' 

M· At dawn 1 'm up'. Lives there another 
so impetuous? ......................... : .......•. 

N. Lehigh parrot becomes printmaker ........•...•... 

Secretary of State Henry Kissinger 
last fall sharply criticized the Jap
anese government' s unwllllngness to 
hAlt or i>ven control whaling. In a 
message to the Japanese, Kissinger 
stated: 

· 'Such wholesale disregard for the 
views of all other ([WC) member 
nations with few exceptions leads to 
several questions. Why should there 
be a Commission if the progress made 
can be destroyed by one or two 
nations? The United States Govern
ment Is extremely disappointed with 
the backward step occasioned b) the 
Japanese objections and ls hopeful the 
Japanese Government will reconsid
er ... 

Student groups throughout the Unit -
ed States have already enlisted In 
the boycott campaign. Further In
formation about the Save the Whales 
Campaign can be obtained by writ -
Ing to the Animal Welfare ll!stlture, 
P.O. Box 3650, Washington, D.C. 
20007. 
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BOOK CHECK· A student at COM hos her books checked before leaving the l ibrary. 

Career Start With COM 

TeGche, P,olile 
By JOLYNN SMITH 

Staff Reporter 
Mr. Manuel UrblnR is an Instructor 

In the History Department here at Col
lege or the Mainland. But his Inter
ests are not restricted just to history. 

Born In Mexico at Rodriguez, Nuevo 
Leon, a small town close to Monter
rey, he and his family !migrated tQ. 
the United States when he was seven. 
He grew up In Brazoria County and 
attended hlgh school In Angleton. 

He got his BA degree In history 
from Howard Payne college In Brown -
wood, Texas. Then he studied for 
18 months In Mexico City. There his 
subject was Hispanic Languages and 
Literature. 

In 1967 he attended the University 
or TeJ<as for his masters In Latin 
American studies. 

College or the Mainland and Mr. 
Urbina started their careers together 
In 1967. It was his first teaching 

ll\American Viewpoints 

~ 1, 

\ ' 

" I hesitate to contemplate 
the future of our institutions, 
of our government, and of 
our country if t-he preoccu
pation of its olf icials is to be 
no longer the promotion of 
justice and equal opportunity 
but is to be devoted to barter 
in the markets." 

- [! ~rbert Hoover 

MAHU EL URBINA 
H i story Instructor 

position and the bir th of a college. 
His previous wor king experience 

that he put on his application for m 
was cotton picker , janitor, ditch dig
ger, grocery clerk and dlRhwasher. 
Quite a varied background for a his
tory instructor. 

Thin Ice 
Thin ice is always a hazard for 

iceboats. Experienced sailors 
keep a pair of sh arp, s ix-inch 
nails in their pockets. Cle nched 
in each fist, the nails can be 
driven into t h e ice to give a 
du nked iceboat racer a handhold , 
enabling him to pull himself out 
of t he water . 

Cavities? 
If all the new dental cavities 

which occur each year wer e to 
be filled, it would cost A mericans 
an estimated $10 billion. 

When Mr Urbina came to College 
of the MaJnt,0 "" Jhe college needed 
both a history Instructor and a Span
ish teacher so he took both posit Ions 
Teaching each part of his time. 

His teaching was Interrupted for two 
years , with a leave of absence, while 
he did resident work for his Ph D 
in history at the University of Tex
as. He received a fellowship from 
the National Endowment for the Hu
manities with which to pursue his 
doctorate. 

Now he Is busy writing hisdlserta
tion, the topic being "The Impact or 
the Texas Revolution on the Govern
ment and Politics of Mel<lco. " 

While researching In Mel<ico City 
he had an oUlce In the National Palace 
which, he says, Is equivalent to being 
given an office In the White House 
In which to study. The office was 
complete with a secretary. 

He Is author or a monograph en
titled "El Viste de Mulas de Salta 
a Peru" published by the University 
of Rosario In Argentina In I 967. 

For recreation he enjoys photogr a
phy, music and travel. Mainly travel 
which has been extensive in Europe 
Also he has traveled to Argentina 
and five South American countries. 
His office Is studded with Interesting 
souvenirs fr om his many foreign 
visits. 

This man with a ready smile and 
a many faceted personality likes It 
her e at College or the Mainland and 
plans on staying, as he says, "an 
appropr iate length or time." We hope 
you do Mr Urbina. 

Mainlan,l 
Pharniacy 

Complete 
School 
Supplies 

626 6th Street N. 

945-2368 
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Exciti n g Young Student 

fTUOENT 
fPOTllt.flT 

By GARY D. HALL 
Staff Reporter 

For those of you out there with 
names like Smith, Jones, Brown and 
so on, you may consider Elizabeth 
ten Haaf to be an unusual or rare 
name. And right you are! But Eliz• 
abeth Is rare, sensitive, and quite 
a charming person. For those who 
would like an el<planatlon of her name; 
gather round. Elizabeth's last name 
Is of Dutch descent coming from the 
fact that her father was born In 
Holland. He came over to the United 
State when he was rourteen years 
old an now Is employed at Amoco 

Elizabeth has resided In La Marque 
all of her life and she graduated 
from La Marque high school In 1972 
She lives with her parents, two broth
ers, (one older and one younger), 
and a beagle named Stanly. 

Elizabeth enjoys many activities 
and hobbles, two or these being bl
cycling and terulls. I can attest to 
the fact that she enjoys teMls for 
she and I were enrolled In a tennis 
course together last year. If there 
Is any doubt whether or not we are 
good terulls players just go and ask 
Coach Bryant. Maybe be wllJ Ue for 
Us! Possibly another factor In her 
fondness for that particular tennis 
class Is the ract that It was In this 
class she met her boyfriend, Larry 
Martin. Many of you may remember 
Larry as a former student or COM 
who did some fantas.tlc art work while 
he was here. He Is now majoring In 
art at the University or Texas 
When I was questioning Elizabeth 
about her hobbles she also said that 
she likes to eat. She has certainly 
picked my favorite hobby here; and 
probably the pastime of various others 
at College of the Mainland! 

Elizabeth Is Interested In Commun
ications and plans to ::iake this her 
major She proposes to take courses 
and further her knowledge of this sub• 
ject when she attend University of 
Tens In Austin text fall. Elizabeth 
works at the COM library at night 
attending to the non-print media. 

Also among Elizabeth's Interests 
Is traveling She says she would some
day like to travel to Europe and 
possibly MeJ<lco. If she goes to Mex-

ELI ZABETH TEN HAAF 
Unique Home 

!co she doesn't want to visit the bord
er towns but Instead would like to go 
Into the Interior; perhaps Mexico 
City. Ellzaoeth also enjoys music a 
great deal and tends to favor Jose 
Feliciano, Elton John, and Judy Col 
lins as three of her ravorltes. 

Elizabeth greatly enjoys College or 
the Mainland, It 's Instructors, and the 
students that she has met and made 
friends with Well, all you Smiths, 
Browns and Jones. eat your hearts 
out: cause ten Haaf Is Q\llte a name. 
And qulte_'.!,.£W L- -

"In The Groove?" 
The breadth of one·s vie\\ is 

the chief difference between be
ing "in the groove" and being 
"in a rut." 

Gardening Fans 
There's a new gardening mag

azine that's just out and it will 
be printed in several differen t 
foreign languages. The name of 
t he magazine is "Weeder's Di
gest." 

$5000 To Be Awarded Students 
In Writing Competition 

College and university students can 
win up to $1000 plus an expense paid, 
round trip to Hollywood, Cam. 

Both graduate and widergraduate 
students between the ages or 18 and 
25 ar e Invited to enter the national 
DRUG ENLIGHTENMENT PROGRAM 
College and Univer sity Script Writ• 
Ing Competition for "The New Radio" . 

The competition consists In writing 
a half-hour , educational, entertain
ing, dramatic. radio scr ipt on the 
drug problem. 

The DRUG ENLIGHTENMENT 
PROGRAM will use 13 winning scr ipts 
to produce a new, national radio ser -
!es for public service broadcast. 

Thirteen cash prizes will be award
ed: ranging from FIRST PRIZE of 
$1000 (plus a one week, eJ<pense paid, 
rowid tr ip from home or school to 
Hollywood, Calif.) to TiilRTEENTii 
P RIZE of $200. 

There Is no entry fee. Deadline for 
the competition Is midnight, May 31, 
1974. 

The competition Is beln,!!sJ>Onsored 
by F.I.C.U., a nonpr ofit, education
al , public service corpor ation In Los 
Angeles, and Is open to every col
lege and university student In the 
United States and Canada. 

Students Interested In er,,erlng the 
competition should write to F.l.C.U., 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90035 and ask 
for the Information, Rules, and or -
rtclal Entry Form brochure. 

Graphic Arts 
Day To Be Held 
A special Career s in Graphic Arts 

Day will be held for a rea High School 
seniors and College of the Mainland 
students on Friday, March 24 In the 
College of the Mainland LRC Audi -
torium form 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. 

Several Manuracturlng llrms as 
well as other !I rms employing graph
ics people, will make a presentation 
at the meeting. Helpful backgrounds 
that tit well into the graphic arts 
rleld Include accurate typing. artistic 
appreciation, mechanical, photo
graphic, and creative writing. 

For further information, please 
contact Sandra Shoup, Instructor in 
the Industrial Education Division. Ext. 
255. 
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SOLUTl8N TO 
-1\.DCNJBLE CROSS- UP No. S 

AUTHOR: George Eliot 
TITLE: Silas Marner 
QUOTATION: 

Dance 
Sigh ts f,te=;; . .;-he _.. 

dance 

held at the 

He fled to his usual refuge, that of hoping for some unforeseen turn of 
fortune, some favorable chance which would save him from unpleasant 
consequences--perhaps e ven justify his insincerity by manifesting its 
prudence. , ... \ 

A. Graffito 
8. Ejection 
C. Open-end 
D. Refashion 
E. Guffaw 
F. Equably 
G. Eccentr I c 
H. Lufb!faffe , 

I. Inhuman 
J. Omnibus 
K. Thenceforth 
L. Suppose 
M. Impulsive 
N. l 1 thograpt\er 
o. Affluent 
P. Sunshfr/y' 

Q. Mishmash 
R. Aversion 
S. Roosted 
T. Nervousness 
U. Escutcheon 

, V. Re<j-eye 

I' 



Games Tournament 
Winners Announced 

Three students participated In the 
aMual ACU-I Regional Gsmes Tourn
ament held recently at USL In La
fayette, Louisiana. Representing COM 
were Jim Forsythe and Colin Blaclt
burn In Chess and Erin Applegate 
In Women's table tennis. 

Colin Blackburn finished 5th, win
ning 50% of the games played. Jim 
Forsythe, who thought It was a great 
experience held on long enou,h to 
finish 18th. Erin Applegate, who by 
many feel Is the no. 1 female table 
tennis player In the area, finished 
2nd. 

Other schools participating were: 
LSU, UT, TEXAS A&.M, Texas Tech, 
Baylor, Lee College, Grambling Col
lege, Lamar U, Houston Baptist, North 
Texas State, St. Edward, Steven F. 
Sustln, TCU, Trinity U, Tulane, U of 
Hand West Texas State University. 

The games lasted 3 days. Games 

POST FAMILY NlGtrr AT HOLIDAY 
ON ICE, April 24--It's opening night 
and Snoopy and his pals are In rare 
skating form In ''Spectrum of the 
70's"! It's an all-new super show, 
offering over two hours of music, 
comedy and beauty on Ice. Bring the 
fainlly to this dazzlln,1 super show 
for one-half ~rice. Watch The Hou-
ston Post for details and ticket cou
pons. Over-the-counter ticket sales 
begin April l. Showtime Is 7:30 p.m. 
at the Houston Coliseum. 

Fine Arts 
Sets Goal 
TEXAS crrY ... College oftheMaln

tand's Fine Arts Advisory Commlt
tee has announced a 1974 scholar
ship goal of $5,000, which It Intends 
to raise from two outstanding events 
scheduled for March. 

On March 31, Susan Smeltzer, 
COM's artist-in-residence, will offer 
the same program for which she re
ceived an overshelmlng reception at 
Brahm's Hall In Vienna In January. 
Susan SmelUer's concert Is at 3:00 
p.m. In the Arena Theatre. Tickets 
for both events are on sale at the 
College Business Office. 

According to Frank Christman, 
Chairman of the Committee, COM's 
dsltrlct and state funds cannot be 
UNd to support scbolarllhlps but must 
come from private sources throu,h 
the College Foundation. 

" We feel that tbe flJlearts--muslc, 
art, and drama- -are Important for 
our eommun1ty," Christman com
mented. "Everytlme the College of
fers a creative learning opportunity, 
our citizens respond. I think It's 
sale to say that fine arts ln Gal -
veston County Is a reality." 

The Fine Arla Advisory CommJttee 
ls comprlMd or: Olalrman Frank 
Ou1stman, Tom Knofilcek, Ed Mab
ry, LaVerne Frazier, Beatrice Stan
ley, Stephen Richardson, Edith Mc
Kinney, Evelyn Krieg, and Tom Ben
nett . 

Ou15tman said the Scholarship 
Committee awards would support the 
amal8l aetlvit:,, ol approximately 25 
studema, with funds ror books, fees, 
tuitJon, and Individual instruction. 

COM'a Fine Arts prOlf"ams serve 
hundred8 of ettizens annoally ln a 
variety of ways: intensive major 
trainina, collepandcommunitychor
ua, woruhopll, avoeatlonaJ leeming, 
artiat concerts. community theater. 
opera preYiew, ohlldren'8 theater, 
repertory concerts. and community 
services. 

included Chess, Table Tennis, Bil
liards, Bowling and Bridge. 

We're looldni forwu-d to 101.na 

next year. but hopefully with a larger 
group according to Leroy August, 
Director of Intramurals. 

WINNERS Placing In the recent ACU I Games were Jim Forsythe, 
Erin Applegate, and Colin Blockbum, 

.. , ,. 
J J I ) 
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BASKETBALL 
The Intramural one-on-one basket

ball was won by KeMeth Francis. 
Ken out lasted David Brown In the 
Championship game, 20-8. Finishing 
3rd was Little Mark Smith who hook-

ed up with Ken Francis In an earlier 
game and lost after talclng the champ 
to a difficult overtime score of 45-
35. Jerome Scott was 4th. 

Others competing were: Jim For
sythe, Clarence Washington, Lloyd 
Hibbits, Amir. EsklnHlll,DanlelWll
klns and Richard Nlezek. 

Trophies were awarded for 1st. 2nd 
and 3rd place wiMers 

Ollef official was Eldridge Ander
son, one or our fine basketballers. 
Others assisting were Clemen Steven 
and Ed Benson. 

GOLF 
The following Is the schedule for 

College of the Mainland's Golf Sched
ule: 
Date Location Time 
March 19 •Lee College 900 am. 

(Baytown) 
March 27 •Alvin 9:00 a.m. 
April I • Brazosport 9:00 a.m. 
April 17 'Wharton 9:00 a.m, 
April 26 •College of the 9:00 a.m. 

Mainland 
April 30 •Galveston - 9:00 a.m. 

Conference Meet 

Conf,.rence ,iames are markP-:\ with 
an asterick' -

REGIONAL TOURNEY 
The reason that the Comets did 

not attend the National Regional Jun
ior College Tournament this year was 
because of the Ineligibility or three 
players on the team. These players 
are Arthur Jackson, Winifred Butler, 
who transfered from Lon Morris Jun
ior College. and Effrlm Griffin, who 
attended Weatherford Junior College 
last year The rules in the Junior 
National Association concerning these 
players states that If a player at
tends one Junior college and trans
fers to another. he Is ineligible for 
a year This means that the Comets 
are essentially on probation In this 
particular area. 

The all conference selection that 
are voted on by the coaches for this 
year's Gulf C',east Junior College In
ter - Collegate Conference Included 
several COM members· First 
Team-Ed Benson, Jimmy Bimmage, 
and Eldridge Anderson: and se<.·ond 
team-Larry Turner 

PUNCH LINE 
OF THE WEEK 

RUGS ARE 
SOL-0 8Y 
THc YARD, 
WORN OUT 

/3Y 11-16 FOOr. 
"We're confident the community 

will show tts ~rt of the Fine 
Arts Scholarship Proaram by pro
ducing a 'full-house' at Ibis event," 
commented Christman. IN THis ILLUSION ARE YOU REALLY SEEING WHAT YOU THINK YOU SEE? 
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New Library Books 
These are some of the new ac

quisitions ln the library at COM 
for the month of February. 
Bwrlness 
Friedman, "Inflation: A World-wide 
Disaster" HG 229 F657. Green, " The 
Monopoly Makers: Ralph Naders Stu
dy group repori on regulation and 
competition" HD 3616 U47 M56 1973. 
King, "Developing New Brands" HD 
69 N4 K 53. Kroll, " The Commodity 
Futures Market Guide" HG 6046 KS 
1973. Weintraub, "Classical Keyen
lanlsm: Monetary Theory and the 
Price Level". Weisberg, "Beyond 
Repair: The Ecology of Capitalism". 
Fine Arts &. Architecture 
Csf!ln, " Photography as a Fine Art" . 
Graves, ' 'Life Drawing in Charcoal". 
Guptill, Oil Painting Step-by-Step 
Taubes, The Painter's Dictionary of 
Materials and Methods 
Unlln, Art for Exceptional Children 
Wankelman, A Handbook or Arts and 
Crafts 
Journalism 
Pool, '' Handbook or Communications'' 
Law 
Fosdick, "American Police Sys
tems". Fosdick, "European Police 
Systems". Klotter, "Constitutional 
Law for Police". Mannheim, "Pio
neers In Criminology". Rappaport, 
"SEC Accounting Practice and Pro· 
cedure". Rubinstein, "Oty Police". 
Sherrill, "The Saturday Night Spe
cial" . "U.S. MasterTaxGul4el974". 
HJ 4652 U85 1974. 
Literature 
Feltfer, ''The Great Comic Book 
Heroes". Haycraft, "The Art or the 
Mystery Stor y: A Collection of Crit • 
ical Essays". Hesse, " If War Goes 
On .... Refiectlons on War and- Poll• 
tics". Lowell, "Near the Ocean: 
Poems". Lytton, "A Str ange Story: 
The Alchemical Novel". 
Soclolo1Y 
Fuller, "Earth, Inc". Muncy, "Sex 
and Marriage In Utopian Commun!· 
ties: 19th Century America". Ohlin, 
"'Prlao,_ s :.. ,"\tirdrtca•· Pope, 
"Voices from the Drug Culture". 
Roszak , "Masculine / Feminine: 
Readings In Sexual Mythology & the 
Liberation of Women". 
Senior Citizens 
Buckley, "Retirement Handbook". 
Carnegie, "Don't Grow Up • Grow 
Old". Flanner, Paris was Yesterday 
1925-1939". Hochschild, "The Un
expected Community". Holmes, "You 
and I and Yesterday". Jhabvala, 
"Travelers " . Kastenbaum, "Psy-

chology or Death". Mayhall , " Indian 
Wars or Texas". Mitford, " Kind and 
usual Punishment: The P r ison Bus• 
lness". Postel, " And the HlllsShout
ed for Joy: The Day Israel was 
Born". Rogers, " Save It , Invest It, 
and Retire". ·•sane Living In a Mad 
World: A Gulde to the Organic Way 
of Ltre" Sussman, "Amateur Pho· 
tographer's Handbook" . Woelders, 
•·Stltchery:Free Expression". 

By GARY D. HALL 
Start Writer 

The College otthe Mainland Library 
has obtained some new books, many 
or which will prove to be both In
teresting and quite entertalnb.g. Here 
are just a few: 

''The Fountain Pen Conspiracy'' by 
Jonathan Kwltny. (HV 6695 K84). If 
you or anyone you know have ever 
been taken or 11 you want to avoid 
the situation In the future, read this 
book. The subject headings assigned 
by the Library of Congress are 
"swindlers and swindling" and 
" fraud" . Both are right on target. 
The book Is an "expose of a loosely 
coMected crew of Inspired con men 
(most of them. not In prison). Various 
big swindles and the men who planned 
and executed them are dissected and 
documented by the author. The Texan 
who makes a science oflootlngbanks, 
the bankrupt financier who now sa1ls 
International waters on a luxury yacht 
packed with communications equip
ment, and many more all appear be· 
tween the covers. The final chapter 
"Why aren't these guys in jail?" 
may make you furious but It cer
tainly Is an eye opener. 

"The Gold of the Gods" by (you 
guessed !ti!!) Erich van De.nlken 
(CB 156 0013 1973). For all you 
"Oiar!ots" fans, the library Is proud 
to bring you his latest effort. It Is 
an equally fascinating book which 
takes the reader virtually around 
the world In search for clues to 
man's prehistory. Included are some 
excellent color photograps plus black 
and white lllustratlons as well. 

"Dictionary of Black Culture" 
(E 185.96 B33 REF). As a diction
ary of Black culture this work con· 
talns brief articles on people, events, 
terms, places, magazines, and other 
Items or Importance to Black people. 
Biographical Information is short, 
and In some cases, sparse (see entr y 
tor Ruby Dee) and birth and death 
dates often lacking. Although the In-

••••••••••••••••••••••• Clmsified Ad, . 

••••••••••••••••••••••• 
NEED ROOMMATE-2 bedroom-2 bath 
apt. at Loch Haven Apts. $80.00/mo. 
938-0568 after 5:00 p.m. 

WANTED-old bicycles for parts. Ph. 
925-2649, Alta Loma. 

FOR SALE-289 Hypo· Ford· Cam .. 
Brand new, make offer. Jean Sim• 
mans. 945-2930. 

FOR SALE-Ford 325 Ring and Pl· 
nlon gears. 8 Inch. brand new, make 
offer. 945-2930. 

FOR SALE-1965 Pontiac Lemans. 
Needs work on valves. Good work 
or school car. Call 948-7869, James 
Nagel. 

WANTED. For reasonable price-I 0 
speed bike. Call 938-0587 after 3 p.m . 

SPECIAL OFFER-All college stu
dents can receive the HoustonOiron
lcle at one-halt the regular sub
scription price. Call 935-9118. 

FOR SALE-Electric guitar, $35. Call 
938-4765. 

FOR SALE-1969 Pontiac Bonneville, 
fully equipped and clean. Phone 945· 
3885. 

FOUND-A watch found In a classroom 
last semester .Claimant must Identify. 

WANTED-Folk or classical type gui
tar In reasonable condition and at 
a· reasonable pr ice. Call 935-9259 
after 9 p.m . 

WANTED-Bass guitarist to play jazz, 
rock, and original. Expertence pre• 
!erred. Contact Bobby at 935-6108. 

LOST-Two rings, both or great sent
imental value. Lost In the ladies 
room of Tech-Voe. building. Reward 
of $15 or $20. It found please call 
Mrs. C.M. James, 554-2976 or leave 
at Bob Smith' s office In the Student 
Center. 

WANTED-Need three bedroom sets 
In good condition. Call 935-3041. 

PART TIME JOBS-As carriers for 
the Houston Post are now available 
For more Information call 945-3364. 

NOTICE- Any person who was here 
In the Fall and who left clothing 
or other Items of value In a locker 
In the gym should ask for It at the 
office between 9 and 5. 

This Is available free space for YOUR 
Classified Ad. How about selling those 
used books, out-grown bicycles, extra 
car you don't need (or can't afford) . 
clothing, or anything you don't want 
Qr can't use. This Is the place-ad
vertise. 

~ CULTURE .. Jo_.,_ 

~ CORNER 
MOVIES 

No matter what the role he Is cast 
In , I guess John Wayne will always 
be the same basic character. Cast 
as tough cop McQ in the movie of 
the same title, Wayne gave an excep
tionally good performance, even 
though he was predictable right up till 
the climax of the story. 

The story line, although not as 
fresh as last weeks bread, was backed 
up by pretty fair directing and good 
photography. McQ Is an aging cop 
who sets out to find who Is respon• 
slble tor the death of a friend and 
fellow polJceman. In the end McQ 
rtnds out that bis friend was In on 
a deal to put confiscated drugs back 
onto the street. McQ finds that one 
of his superiors was backing the deal. 
In short, the story Is a sad but 
trite lament of the times; everybody 
grabbing what they can and trying 
to get away In a grabby, Insane 
world. It seems to be a popular 
theme today. 

Of course, as in any crime drama, 

formation Is Introductory, a wide 
range of noted Black people Is cov
ered: entertainers, historians, play
wrights, spiritualists, sportsmen and 
athletes. 

CHEAP AT HALF THE PRICE: The 
average book costs a lot more than 
steak--some 7 dollars a pound- ·but 
they're nourishing, nonfattening and 
at the library free. 

Tbe Library's boars are: 
8 a.m. to&p.m. Mondaya-Tbura. 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Fridays 

By KAREN REX 
Staff Reporter 

Several lnterming books worth 
reading have been recently released. 
A few of these books by the Stephen 
Greene Press are: 

"A Walk On The Crust Of Hell" 
by Jack Markowitz. The theme of 
this work Is why does an everyday 
citizen, who Is sate personally, pitch 
bis or her life Into danger on the 
art-chance of saving the life of a 
stranger? 'Th.ls theme Is explored In 
the stor tes of 51 supercourageous 
men and women who have received 
the Caregle Medal-• -the civilian 
equivalent to the Medal of Honor. 

The facts behind the true and In• 
spiring stories come from the autben • 
tlcated records of the Carnegie Hero 
Comm.188lon, and the events in the 
book unfold In many places through• 
out North America, with participants 
ranging In age from 12 to the middle 
years. ' Mr. Markowitz, a long-time 
newspaperman, writes with a you• 
are-there touch which speaks to all 
generations and evokes the immed
iacy and terror that are prime in• 
gredlents In acts or supreme courage 
and selfiessness. 

" Touring The Old West" by Kent 
Ruth ts both a guide to the what, 
where, and how or the existing West• 
ern frontier and a richly historical 
personal tour of the 17 states be· 
yond the Missouri. 

Al ways replete with a sense of ex
cltment and pertinent Information tor 
today' s explorer, Mr. Ruth guides us 
along the West's original railroad 
lines, over the mountain passes, and 
beside the running rivers, stopping 
now and again to give us the feel 
or out-of-the-way cemeteries, Indian 
pueblos -and othe r mementos of the 
West as It was 

Other titles Crom Stephen Greene 
Press are: Putting Food By" ; " Cook 
with Honey"; " Natural Grains Cook
book"; "Fresh Vegetables Cook
book"; "Clay Pot Cooking"; 
" Pan and Griddle Cakes" ; ''The 
Home Health Handbook"; " 36 Miles 
of Trouble" ; "How to Hold UP the 
Mall' '; and '"The Roa<I ThroughSand
wlch Notch." 

From the McGraw-Hill publishers 

tne hero has to run a gauntlet of 
obstacles in pursuing justice. McQ 
Is beat up, shot at and chased by 
police and thugs alike. He Is taken 
oft or the case, so he quits bis 
job. He doesn't even have a license 
tor his gun. 

Wayne Is the perfect part tor the 
story. He gives a good Impression 
of being the kind of man who breaks 
all rules and does things In his 
own way. Wayne even had to tight 
his way through some softer scenes 
In the movie and although he may 
seem out of place to us, he does 
come across very well. 

I don't think "McQ" will go up 
for an academy award, but It ts 
well put together and It Isn't a low 
budget tllm. It Is very entertaining 
and bolds your Interest well, and It 
ls a good way to spend an evening. 

Another good film about crime ls 
" Serpico." It bas a story line sim
ilar to "McQ"; a straight cop against 
a corrupt police force; the main di!· 
terence being that "Serpico" Is a true 
story about a real person. Unlike 
" McQ", this person Isn't a hero who 
always wins In the end. 

The movie spans Serplco's whole 
career as a policeman, from bis grad• 
uation Crom the J>Ollce academy, up 
to his resignation. It very effectively 
captures the policeman's dilemma or 
trying to stay straight when those 
that surround him and work with him 
are on the take. It portrays Serpico 
as a real person, revealing bis dreams 
of becoming a detective as well as 
bis tears and disillusionment with the 
police force. 

This movie deserves credit as an 
above average fllm. Al Pacino's por
trayal as Serpico Is excellent. Paclno 
received a well deserved nomination 
for his part as best actor. Waldo 
Salt and Norman Wexler were nom
inated for best screen play. This 
movie Is well worth going to see. 

Steve McQueen and Dustin Hortman 
also did excellent acting jobs in the 
movie "Paplllon". The story Is about 
two men trying to escape from a pris
on in French Guiana on the coast 
or South America. This Is also a 
true story. 

Although the acting ls great, the 
plot Itself tends to be a bit loose 
towards the end, and the.re Is a lot 
of skipping around. It Is bard to 
follow In parts. It gives one the Im· 

\ 
CJ 

presslon that the directors were try
ing to put too much In In too little 
time. Except for this, the movie Is 
put together very well. "Paplllon" 
presents a powerful portrayal of the 
horrors of the Infamous prison In 
French Guiana, as well as giving 
a convincing picture of the dreams, 
fears, and frustrations of the pris
oners themselves. 

Greg Burns 

Center 
Schedules 
Birds Of Prey 
On March 21 at 1 p.m. College of 

the Mainland will present "Birds of 
Prey" at the College Center. The 
program Is free. 

Birds of Prey ls a program that 
will stimulate more sclentl.flc think• 
ing. It will help generations to come, 
In respecting natures balance of con
servation. 

Falconry Is supposed to have orig
inated In the Far East and spread 
west across Asia to Europe, where 
It reached Its peak of popularity In 
medieval times. It persisted longest 
In Scotland, where many falconry 
terms originated, and In Germany 
where It Is still widely practiced. 
Centuries ago only Kings andEmper
ors were allowed to use Peregrine 

. Falcons In this ancient sport. Others 
and lesser folk used Hawks. 

During the program, Blndner will 
display live birds of all these species 
without cages, this In Itself Is a 
master feat as many hours must be 
consumed training each bird to r eact 
normally to an audience. B!ndner will 
explaln fully how these birds are 
persecuted and how their protection 
can be controlled. 

Blndner was trained In Falconry 
by the Internationally famous, John 
Hamlet of "Hamlet Birds of Prey" 
research exhibition at Ocala, Florida. 
'Ibis subject Is or such interest that 
it has been featured on T .V.'s " Zoo 
Parade," "Wide-Wide World," " Cap
tain Jack" and "You Asked For It." 
It has also appeared as articles, In 
Lite, Argosy, True, Cor onet, and Pop
ular Mechanics. 

'~ "How about it? Ten gallons FREE if you'll take the whole lot!" 

come other interesting books, such as: 
"The Barrier" by Robin Maugham, 

a romantic blockbuster. Set In In• 
dla or the 1890's, this book Inter
mingles the politics, poverty, and 
class barriers or that era with a 
highly erotic tale told with vibrant 
sensibility. Three main characters 
take turns In narrating the plot, glv• 
Ing a balanced, three dimensional 
view of the gripping situation. The 
dramatic ending leaves the reader 
stunned and searching for answers. 

Vladimer Nabokov' s "Lolita• -The 
Screenplay'', Is now being released. 
Nabokov has written many other great 
books, Including "Ada" , "Bend Sin· 
lster", " Despair", "The Eye", 
"Glory", "King, Queen, Knave", 
"Lau&titer In the Dark", "Mary", 

and " Pnin". 
Some titles from McGraw-Hill now 

out are: " Dictionary of Weapons 
and Military Terms"; "1001 Ques
tions and Answers About Your Car", 
"Twentieth Century Art" ; " The Sea 
Chart"; " The Horlzlon Concise His
tory of Spain"; " Sources or Democ • 
racy"; "Voice of Freedom, Hope and 
Justice"; "Malice In Blunder land"; 
" Airplanes-From the Dawn of Flight 
of the Present Day"; " Murderers and 
other Friendly People"; "Strawber
ries In the Sea"; "The Evolution 
of Hitler 's Germany" ; " The Price or 
Loyalty": "Tory Wrlttings from the 
Revolutionary Era" ; and "Greek and 
Roman Art, 17th and 18th Century 
Art, 19th Century Art, and 20th Cen· 
tury Art" . 
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COM Facilities Are Available For Everyone 
By GREG BURNS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland offers a 
world of recreational and learning 
facllltles to the residents of the col
lege cllstrlct which many people, ln
clucllng students, are not even aware. 
This article Is written with the hope 
that more people, students and non
students alike, will gain a better 
understanding of the wide range of 
facilities that are available for their 
enjoyment, and l.n so doing they will 
feel free to use these for thell' ben
efit. 

Before anyone can use the facll -
ltles, whether educational or recrea
tional, they must acquire an ID card. 
All studenta are issued oneuponreg
lstratlon. ll you are not a student, 
but would like an ID card, you can 
apply In the Records Office of the 
Administration building. The cost 
of the card ls $1.00. Th1s card must 
be presented to check out books and 
non-print media and equipment at the 
Learning Resources Center or the 
equipment In the game room of the 
Student Center. The facilities In the 
Learning Resources Center are 
available to high school seniors and 
adults. 

If you have an ID card and need 
a good resource center to find ln
fonnatlon, the Learning Resources 
Center Is hard to beat. The library 
contains thousands of volumes of 
books, over 300 different magazines, 
reel upon reel of microfilm, as well 
as a large collection of pamphlets, 
maps and clippings. The LRC main
tains over 20 different types of equip. 
ment, inclucllng audio and video tape 
recorders, 8mm and 16mm project• 
ors, record players, filmstrip pro
jectors, slide projectors and cam
eras. Many of these facllitles are 

available only to students but some 
are open to the general public. 

Offered as part of the student 
services program Is the Interlibrary 
loan system. ll the library does not 
have the material one Is loold111 for, 
he may request the material from 
another library and an Interlibrary 
loan will be made available. AJso 

among the services, If a student 
needs a slide production made for 
class presentation or a tape record· 
Ing duplicated and copies made avail• 
able for circulation or for broad
cast for simultaneous reception at 
fifty stations within the LRC, this 
can be done by the Graphics De
partment. This department can pro• 
duce slides, filmstrips, 8mm films, 
transparrances, posters and video 
recorcllngs for student use. 

Besides various services avail• 
able, there are numerous facilities 
such as the typing carrels located 
on the mezzanine noor of the LRC 
which contain manual typewriters for 
student use. There are also six rooms 
on this noor which are for Individual 
and small group listening and re
corcllng. Located on the second fioor 
of the LRC Is the Independent study 
laboratory (room 212). This room 
contains numerous learning mater
ials In assorted formats covering 
many subject areas and educational 
levels. Any citizen of the Mainland 
College District may use these ma
ter\als and equl;,mer.t without char .;e. 

As for the library books, they may 
be borrowed for two weeks and upon 
request to the library, they may be 

borrowed tor another two weelts. 
Cassette tapes and players are 

available for overnight use providing 
you have an ID card. After 4 p.m., 
material may be checked out and Is 
dul! back by 10 a.m. the followill8 

SWIMMING POOL IS ONE OF MANY RECREATION.AL .AND LE.ARNING FACILITIES 

day. 
Not only are there facilities that 

most students are aware of, but there 
are some things. that very few,stu
dents and residents of the district 
are awa.·e i;!, F-,r Instance, tnere 
are the Library Resource Guides. 
These are information sheets which 
help one ftnd exactly what he Is look
Ing for In the library. These are 
grouped according to subject heacllng 
and tell one which section of the li
brary to go to or what specifically 
to look Wider. 

Aleo, there are books DOI ordln-

arlly required ror ··educational pur
poses which many people do not know 
about. A book on Peter Max and a 
book on Bob Dylan are Just two of 
many. There are the special book 
collections on the mezzantne In Meet
ing Room C that people are not 
generally aware of. These are the 
Cee and Mary Lou Walker Poetry 
Collection which contalni; volumes of 
verse by many foreign as well as 
AJJlerlcan poets, a great number of 
which are autographed. Permission 
to use these special books must be 
requested of the librarians. BobSlan-

ey, the head librarian, Is concerned 
that not enough people know about the 
various resources and services avail
able to them In the library for thell' 
benefit. 

There seems to be almost DO limit 
to the resources available in the LRC 
80 get to know this building. It Is 
there for you. TheLearnln&Resourc
es Center ls open from 8 a.m. to 
9 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 
and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday. 

Also available to anyone with an ID 
card are the game room facilities 

(See FACILITIES, page 2) 

Streaking Is Controversial 
By KAREN REX 
Staff Reporter 

The latest college campus craze 
this spring Is 'streaking'. Th1s Is 
when a student removes his clothes 
and runs either by people or Isac
cidentally seen. Streaking started out 
as a small stunt at a few schools 
and has grown to ~ncompass almost 
every college campus. Within the 
last rew weeks COM has has several 
streakers. 

Much controversy has been raised 
with the advent of this latest fad. 
As with most issues, there are op
posing sides to streaking- -those for 
or wno oon't care If streakers strike 
and those against or who will not 
take a stand on the subject. 

Those persons who have nothing 
against streaking have various rea
sons. Many students feel streakJng Is 
just a way of expressing oue's sell, 
or just plain fun. Students around 
the campus when asked what they 
thought about streaking replied, ''ll 
people want to streak, that's fine 
with me. I think It relieves ten
sion." "I think It Is like stuffing 
telephone booths or panty raids. Isn't 
It amazing that a person being mugged 
on a city street in New York gets 
less attention than a person running 
with no clothes on?", and "lt'a 
Just part of the rights of spring!". 

Teachers, for the most part, also 
seem to feel the way the students do. 
1bose who were asked for their own 
pereonal opinion felt It was okay as 

long as classes weren't disrupted by 
streakers. Most felt the bad effect 

· of streaking would be to have an 
"Indecent exposure' charge on the 
student's record the rest of his life. 
One faculty member, In stating an 
opinion, seemed to sum up the way 
people for or whom It doesn't bother 
feel, "It is a lot safer and saner 
than eating goldfish or stufrtng tele
phone booths. It's In fun and not done 
with the Intention of harm." 

On the other hand, many people 
have strong feeellng against streaking. 
A r~sldent of Texas City stated her 
opinion, "It's just downright Inde
cent!" One mother felt If her child 
was Jailed for streaking, well, they 
could just stay in Jail. The college 
has taken a stand against streaking. 
1n a memo sent out by Stanton Cal• 
vert, he states the college will up
hold the laws regarcllng indecent ex
posure. "In fulfillment of this po
sition, the College shall deal with 
violators of the law regarding In
decent exposure through such means 
as disciplinary probation, suspension 
or dismissal, and, If necessary, legal 
proceeding." 

From the streaker's point of view, 
it Is a fun thing to do, and a lot 
more.harmless than the student rlots 
that used to be so prevalent. One of 
a:>M's female streake~s comment
ed, " Well, I felt nervous before do· 
Ing It, but It was really fine, like 
mtural energy. I wasn't scaredwhlle 
running. I Just ran. I felt It would 

really be a rush to streak. I'm still 
glad I did It, even though there were 
repercussions. I guess I should have 
streaked somewhere else." A male 
streaker said, "It was really great. 
But, l don't think I'd do It again 
considering the law. It wouldn't look 
to great on my record arrested for 
indecent exposure.'' 

Overall, streaking has created a 
new fad for college students. To 
decide If It Is right or wrong Is up 
to one's opinion. Because of the ef
fects which streaking may have, It 
would seem that It should be con
sidered carefully before being done. 

NOTICE 
The March 18 wue of MAIN

LAND COMET was delayed due 
to a problem ill the mall. In 

order to get back on schedule, 
the staff decided to 10 ahead 
with tbls lssue for April I even 
tbou,b it meant two papers only 
a week apart. Due to spring 
break, the- COMET will come 
out again oa April 29, and our 
last copy w1ll be May 6. The 
ataff tbanka everyone for the 
cooperaUon received tb1a put 
year • matinc tbe COMET a 
ac>.IJla paper wttla 5000 ctrcu
lattoa. WIL\,..S IIAP'PBNINGt SBBffOaY, PAGB4 
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FACILlllES, from pg. 1 
on the second floor of the student 
center. The game room includeJI three 
pool tables, a bumper pool table, 
and two ping pong tables. The game 
room Is open from 9 a .m. to 5 p.m. 
weekdays. 

Students may also ut1llze their 
I.D. cards to use facilities or check 
out various equipment offered in the 
gymnasium. The gym la open from 
8 a.m. to 10 p.m. weekdays. The only 
times the student may not use the 
equipment are Saturday morning from 
9 to 12 noon or Friday evening from 
5 to 10 p.m., or when some other 
class or recreatlonal group is using 
them. 

If you are not a student and would 
like to use the physical education 
facilities, you may purc!hase a Facll• 
lties Use Pass. This pass may be 
purchased through the Records Office 
for $5 for those 16 years of age 
and above, or for $2.50 for those 
wtio are 8-15 years of age. You may 

register for this pass by mail, but 
you must present your registration 
receipt at the records office tn person 
where an ID card will be made 
for your use. (Those senior citizens 
who have valid ID cards do not need 
to register seperately for this pro
gram.) 

The Spring recreation schedule for 
those with the Facilities Use Pass 
will end May 6 . This Is the current 
schedule: The Adults (those from 16 
years of age on) have access to the 
Fitness Lab, Gym, Pool, and the 
Sauna on Monday thru Thursday from 
8 to 10 p.m. (The Whirlpool bath 
Is available by appointment only.) 
Young people (those between the ages 
of 8 -15) have access to the Gym 
and Pool from 9 to 12 noon Sat· 
urdays. For Senior Citizens, the Gym 
Is available Sundays from 1 to 4 
p.m. The Gym and Pool are avail 
able for families on Fridays from 7 
to 10 p.m . There must be at least 
two members of a family present 
and ooe must be an .clul&. From 3 to 

... . •.f ,< . I . \ ,, : 

5 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdllys, the 
Gym, Pool, Fitness Lab, and Sauna 
are available to women only. 

Students who wish to use the pool 
may have access to it from 12:30 
to 2 p.m . weekdays. Coach Dan Tra
vallle expressed concern that not 
enough people use the pool. He said 
that the people who use the pool are 
primarily students who are taking 
swimming classes and wish to work 
out. More people should take advan
tage of this because that Is what the 
pool Is there for . 

Students may use the Fitness Lab 
when It Is not in use by a class or 
recreational group. In the Fitness 
Lab there Is matnly weight lifting 
equipment along with a motorized and 
an unmotorized treadmill. 

Photos show a small por
Uoa of activities participated 1D 
by variou groups and 1Ddivl

dllala. Left tap, Senior Citizens 
llold luncheon at College Center; 
left bottom, students and adult1 
- library; right, top, another 
aeene of Senior Citizen Lllllcheon 
(• tudeots participated); right 
middle, pool game in Game 

. ) 
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Besides the Fitness Lab and the 
pool there are many facllltles that 
the student may use both inside and 
outside of the gym. There Is hand
ball and racquet ball equipment that 
the student may check out for use 
In the hl!Ddball courts located on the 
south side of the gym. These courts 
are open any time they are not ln 
use by a class. Basketballs, foot
balls, softball equipment, soccer
balls, volleyball equipment, and table 
tennis equipment are all available. 
There are even darts, shuffleboard 
equipment and badminton equipment 
as well as various gymnastic equip
ment that may be checked out for use. 
Also, on the south side of the gym 
you will find a baseball diamond, 
and track and tennla court• . These 

... CJ ' 
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are open to everyone. 
The College of the Matnland offers 

a wide array of recreational and ed· 

ucatlonsl equipment with a little 
something for everyone. These facll· 
!ties are provided for your use so 
take advantage of them. 

Anyone wbo bas a 8tlldent lock• 
er checked out at the Pbylical 
Education mut tarn in hlB lock 
at the Physical Education Office 
Suite by May 17. Anything left 
in the lockers after that date will 
be removed and donated to 
charity. 



Ready To Help Students 

Staff Personality 
By SPACE WASHINGTON 

Staff Reporter 
Leroy August, assistant director 

of College Center Operations at COM 
has hsd a vsrled and interesting life. 
A native of Jeanertte, La. , he com
pleted high school In Baldwin, La. 
From there he went to Grambling 
College on a baseball scholarship. 
He left Grambling to play profes
sional baseball with the Houston Colt 
45' s , but was released because of 
a medical problem. He returned to 
Grambling but the advent into pro
fessional baseball had lost him the 
opportunity for a scholarship. Never
theless;-he graduated with a bachelor 
of science degree. 

Prior to being drafted for two 
years In the army, August had taught 
In the physical education department 
at Ball High School In Galveston. Fol
lowing his training In Seattle, Wash
ington, and at Fort Bend In Georgia, 
he served for 12 months In Korea. 
Finally he returned to Ball High. In 
addition to teaching at the school, 
he worked with the National Youth 
Council In the summer where he help
ed counsel students who needed jobs. 

When the opening came at the Col• 
lege of the Mainland, August applied 
because he thought that In addition to 
the Increase in salary, he would find 
It more rewarding working with young 
adults rather than teen-agers. 

August gave answers to questions 
that students often ask and discuss. 

When asked why he thought the Col
lege of the Mainland Is said to be 
dull, August said, " I have heard that 
conversation about a thousand times 
around campus for the year and a 
half I have been here. The college 
staff, however, can do only so much; 
the students must participate In the 
events In order to make programs 
successful. They either gripe, don't 
like It, or most of the time just 
don't show up. As for opinions as to 
what to do to make things better, no 
one has opinions." 

In response to the question as to 
what he Is doing to help solve the 
problem of student apathy, August 
replied, " I am developing a compre
hensive program that I think all stu
dents will enjoy, whether It Is card 
playing, softball , or athlete of the 
year award. I also try to devise 
activities for the other type of stu
dent; those who like to write poetry, 
paint or play chess. 

• 'The entire basis of my Intramural 
program Is to have physical activ
ities to supplement theP.E. program. 
In addition, I try to have recrea
tional activities for leisure time plus 
activities of an avocational nature. 

" I am open to suggestions. For ex
ample, a girl one-on-one team led 
to a girl basketball team for skill 

development. Finally, a tournament 
was held. The same has held true 
for track • some asked for that and 
as always, I am ready to help start 
anything In which students will par
ticipate. 

" I don't like to harp on the Idea 
that the reason we don' t have thJs 
or that Is because of lack of Inter
est by the students; however, we do 
have a very apathetic campus and 
there Is no sense causing more prob
lems. As staff members, we are sym
pathetic to the needs of the students 
and we do need to create good feel• 
tngs and good programs that will 
make students want to participate. •' 

And to the question, "What do you 
think about the streakers we had on 
campus," Leroy Au,ust exclaimed, 
"Streakers! What streakers? I didn't 
see any streakers." 

On the query of where did you get 
the Idea for the " Super Star or Ath· 
lete of the Year Award," August 
had much more to say. 

" Every Individual likes to have the 
chance to be creative In many events. 
One Sunday while watching the ABC 
Superstar, I got the Idea of spon
soring an " Athlete of the Year," We 
want to provide a situation where 
many of the young people with extra 
time on their hands can test their 
recreational and athletic abilities." 

Mr. August, you say that you enjoy 
your work. Many people say that you 
should enjoy your work because your 
job Is easy. What do you say to this 
kind of comment? 

" Many people get the Idea my Job 
Is easy because It Is Involved with 
tun filled activities. This Is a very 
deceptive job. It Is really difficult 
coordinating activities on a two-year 
community campus because at the be· 
ginning of the semester when you make 
Your plans, you have high hopes and 
good feeling about the number of 
people who are going to participate. 
Then after you get_ the event sched
uled, only a handful of people show 
up. This Is frustrating. However , I 
always look on the brighter s ide 
which Is that the event scheduled 
actually became a reality." 

" Leroy August Is happy In his work, 
and right now he la especially hap
py at the event just taken place In 
his home - he Is the proud father 
of a new baby girl. Congratulations, 
from COM! 

More Than Sun 
The Caribbean nation of J a. 

maica attracts more than 500,000 
visitors a year, but the island's 
growing economy is based on 
more than just tourism. Jamaica 
now has more than 1,500 manu
facturing and service businesses, 
many of which are subsidiaries 
of U.S. firms. 

LEROY A.UGUIT 
As1ietut Director 

Future Communications 
Light communications systems 

under development have the po
tential for carrying 400,000 tele
phone calls simultaneously 
through 100 glass fibers in a ca· 
ble the size of a pencil. 

Personal Data: 
Ase: 'J:1 
Grad1111te: TCHS, 11164; 
Ed Wesley Ad 
Personal Data: 
Ase: 'J:1 
Graduate: TCHS, 11164; 
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Drafting Day 
Reveals Chances 

By WAYNE HAMILTON 
Staff Reporter 

Drafting and Design careers are In 
big demand. Recruiters from many 
engineering and contructlon firms 
were represented on Drafting Career 
Day held recently at College of the 
Mainland. Such companies as Fluor, 
Brown and Root, M. W. KKellogg and 
many more gave over 300 high school 
students a better understanding of 
what a career In drafting means and 
Its opportunities. 

Area schools represented were 
Dickenson, Santa Fe, Hitchcock, 
Friendswood, Texas City, LaMarque, 
Clear Creek, and Clear Lake. 

The topics discussed ranged from 
the quallftcatlons of the companies 
to opportunities not only for men, 
but for women too. Many companies 
promised room for advancement In 
the firms and opportunities for travel 
all over the world. 

If you are Interested In a high 
paying career In drafting get In touch 
with the drafting department at the 
College of the Mainland. This may be 
the opportunity of a lifetime. 

Coming 
Events 

March 25 · April 5-Gulf Coas t 
Junior College Intercollegiate Con· 
ference Traveling Exhibition of Stu
dent Art Works In the Gallery. 

April 3-Gulf Coast Junior College 
Intercollegiate Conference Traveling 
Student Recital . 

April 30-COM Singers and Stage
band. (joint concert) 

May 6 - 17-Travellng Exhibition of 
Art Instructors of the GCJCIC. 

May IO-Mainland Oioral concert. 
May 10,11,17,18,24,25 · GAZEBO, 

Arena Theatre. 

Wake Up Grumpy? 
I overheard one lady ask an

other lady if she had woke up 
grumpy that morning. The other 
lady replied: "No. He had a hang
over, so I just let him sleep." 

Difficult Task 
It's a difficult task to convince 

some people that a bargain still 
costs money! 

YOU 
NOW HAVE A REAL CHOICE FOR 

AN ACTIVE VOICE IN 
TEXAS CITY GOVERNMENT 

ELECT 
ED WESLEY City Commissioner 

POSITION 1 APRIL 2 

"My opponent In Po1ltlon l bas served 14 year1. 
I think it Is · In tbe best lntereata of tbe city to bave 
a chan,e IIJlcl a new perspective lo city 1overnment." 

J Propose: 
A.A. , COM, 1st Student Gov' t. Pres.; 
B.A., U. of H., Pol. Sci.; 

l. Election by geographical district 
2. Llmltatlon of the number of terms the 

mayor and commissioners may serve Will Receive Doctor of Jurisprudence 
T.S.U. Law School Next Year. 

Honorable Dlscbarge U.S. Army as S/ Sgt. 
Journeyman Plpefitter, Local Union #211 
Married: Former Beth Stallworth, Teacher 

'f .C .I.S.O., one dau&hter 
Active in Democratic Politics: 
Chm. McGovern Primary Campalgh.n Galv. Co. 
Delegate State Convention, 1972 

3. Enlarge the size or the city commission 
4. A permanent youth council to advise 

and aid city government 

5. A multipurpose facility that would accom
modate a banquet hall, theater for the 

performing arts, and a permanent art 
museum. 

Left to Right: IM HSIM HSU, Re,11bllc of Chino; 108 GRl!ASCI!, Dlclcln .. n; 80881E DAVIS, Hitchcock; 

SUZANNE VAHDERHILL,Leogue City; ond HENRY WESTMORELAND, Lo Marque 



.. 

-

... 

Poge 4, Moinlond Comet, Mondoy, April 1, 1974 

Editorials. • • Conf ere nee Notes Benches 
°' Xt~-1!~,,~t~~an Here!!! Murder, Most Foul! . . . . .. . . 

There Is something that has both
ered me quite awhile about the News, 
especially T.V. news, and I think 
I'll just sally forth and present my 
gripe right now. My complaint Is the 
fact that T.V. news Is becoming too 
morbid. Apparently the television 
news people have taken the slogan, 
"bad news Is good news" and tat
tooed It on their chest, for about all 
we see these days are murders, cor
ruption, raplngs, car wrecks, and oth
er such sundry lovelies. 

Where else except on the news 
can you get a zoom-In shot of some
one who has been murdered, buried, 
and uncovered after four or five 
weeks and then shown to the public 
on nationwide television? Nauseat
ing?? You bet your sweet life It Is! 

During the Vietnam war all of us 
could turn on our "one-eyed-mon
ster" and catch a glimpse of mangled 
and wounded soldiers. What purpose 
did this fill? It certainly didn't help 
the war effort, and I imagine It put 
quite a strain on Americans who had 
loved ones over there . 

Gettong sort of s ick? 0.K., we'll 
s witch chaMels. Ah, this is more 
like !ti Nothing like a close-up pic
ture of a man who has just been 
freshly shot five times and Is lying 
In a pool of blood. I truthfully don't 
know who named T . V. dinners but 
he certainly wasn't watching the news 
when he did it! Who would dare eat 
from 6 to 6:30 p.m. or from 10 to 
10:30? It would take an awfully strong 
stomach! 

Now we'll talk a little about car 
wrecks. These too get somewhat aw
ful at times though I can see the 
opinion that seeing a wreck on tele-

vision may make some people drive 
a little more carefully. However, I 
know If I had been killed or Injured 
In a car wreck I'd Just as soon not 
have It fiashed on the screen for 
thousands to see! Of course, with 
the 55 mile per hour speed limit 
the wrecks are not near as often or 
stupendous. I wonder what the news 
room Is using to fill that space? 

Oh, I know! They're announcing 
nation-wide the identification of kid
nappers. This would be well and good 
If the "lddnappee" was free but alas 
this Is not so. It's quite possible 
that If the kidnapper sees his face 
on T.V. as being a prime suspect 
he may Just say, "Let's kill the kid 
and get out of here before the cops 
close in." Oh, well, anything for a 
story, huh? 

Well, tonight when you turn the 
news on maybe you'll see a story on 
spring flowers or a film sequence 
of children walking in the rain. But 
don't count on it! Most likely you'll 
see Watergate, stabbings, raping and 
other goodies. As for myself. I be
lieve I shall stop watching altogether. 
It Is entirely too depressing. Come 
10 p.m. maybe I'll Just sit down with 
a good book. Care to join me? 

New Mower 
Salesman to lady of the house: 

"Can I interest you in buying a 
lawn mower?" Lady: "No, but 
t ry next door. We use their lawn 
mower all the time and it's just 
terrible." 

Vacations 
A vacation is one-tenth playing 

and nine-tenths paying. 

structlon at College of the Mainland, Dr. Mortvedt "manned" a special 
participated In the "Idea Market- booth set up In the lobby of the 
place" at the National Conference Conrad Hilton Hotel, at which he 
on Higher Education held In Chicago distributed literature and per sonally 

described the plan to his colleagues 
from all over the COWltry. 

recently. 
Dr. Mortvedt•s presentation "The 

Professional Growth and Evaluation 
Plan at College of the Mainland," 
was selected for Inclusion in the 
unique "Idea Marke~lace", at which 
educators throughout the country 
exch11I141ed new Ideas In the Held of 

COM's "Professional Growth and 
Evaluation Plan," which Is a coop
erative effort, Is designed to guide 

COM's faculty members' professional 
growth and to assist them In qual
ifying for continuing employmen!-

Listeq,Smol(p-5: 
crou doq) have to wait 20 years 
fot'"cigatettes to ctlJect you. 
It only~ 3 secoqfls. 

f 
\ 

In just 3 seconds a cigarette makes your heart beat faster, 
shoots your blood pressure up. replaces oxygen In your blood with 

coroon monoxide.and leaves cancer-causing chemicals 
to spread through your body. 

All this happens with every cigarette yoo smoke. 
As the cigarettes add up. the damage adds up. 

Becouse irs the cumulative effects of smoking-adding this 
cigarette to all the cigarettes you ever smoked

that causes the llooble. 

And fell that to YotJf dog.too. 
US. 0£.PARTMf;HT Of HEAi.TH, COUCATION. AND WELfAR[ • Tl'l~ SP9QtCofftrttiut.d H • f'\lblic: S.r¥C:t 

._!#OUBLE CROSS-~~ 
1 F 2A 3K 41 SP 6 J 7 C 12 L 13 F 

By Lora W. Asdori an 

Consider the clues from all angles; they 
may CROSS you UP: The c 1 ue may be a pun on the 
word wanted, or an anagram of the word itself. 
Usually, the clue contains a definition (synonym) 
as well as a cryptic representation of the word. 
Certain words may stand for letters in an anagram. 
e.g., NOTHING, TEA, SEE, WHY. YOU, and BE may rep
resent 0, T, C, Y, U, and 8. The word could also 
be hidden in the letters of the clue, e.g., the 
phrase "human bef£g r~ud as unthankful" contains 
the answer INGRA . word might be defined in 
two parts, e.g., a clue for FORESTER is "ranger 
in favor of organic coq,ound" (FOR ESTER). 

Write the words over the numbered dashes and 
then transfer each letter to the correspondingly 
nlJlll>ered square in the diagram. Black squares 
indicate word endings. The completed diagram 
will contain a quotation reading from left to 
right. The first letter of the answered words 
will give you the author's name and title of the 
work from which the quote comes. 

CLUES 

A. Preacher wore her cotton 

23 0 24 R 25 H 26 J 27 C 28 B 29 T 34 Q 35 C 

46 Q 47 A 48 F 49 I 50 N 51 H 

69 F 70 M 71 T 72 D 

86 p 

WORDS 

tam (2 wds. ) .. . . • .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 47 -;f 64 75 79 sf 95 l25 N ID T63 T 
M. Release soccer pl~er from pirate . .... . . . . . .... . 

8 . Animals who are tote rs N One who 1 ives well in reversed red 

C. Not hinged to anything 0 . Mon ami should be like a Mennonite 

D. Tum a torte .........•...•..............•....... 

Four new benches have been located 
across campus. Your studentgovern
ment had them placed tl)ere for all 
to use. Untlll they were put In place 
the only spot to sit down was on the 
grass. 

These are the fir st set of benches. 
the next set will be the fall semester 
senate that decides on whether or not 
the students deserve more benches 
on campus. 

What happens now is up to the stu
dents, to vandalize and carve them 
up or to use them-as they were In· 
tended to be used. Thus making a 
demand for more benches to sit out 
In this beautiful spring weather. 

The student government did some
thing for everyone on campus. 

Let's not Jeopardize their work In 
trying to voice opinions to others. 
But help to maintain the structural 
beauty of all the benches. 
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E. Pun : a cure cut out to 
have you on pins and needles 

Q. Anima 1 found 1n broken oak organ 

F. This one" s not easy: ........................... . R . Tones in 1111sic . . . .... . ..... . ...... . . . ... . ...... . 
1 151 13 43 48 85 69 108 137 

G Elevated place of learning (2 wds. ) ...... . .... . 
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ffi' T 92 TT4 TTs For Answers, - PIiie 6 

l . What a loss if you becOR callous .............. . 
ffi'Ts6'f6ii'7212282 



Money Was No Object 
At Nurse's Casino Day 

DADY FOR BlJIINaS-YOO COVLD WIN A MILLION 

By BILLY BRUNER 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Clap
ter of the National Student Associa
tion of Nursing met with a tremend
ous success at their second annual 
Casino Day. Actually It was Casino 
Night last year, but many students 
wanted to participate but could not 
at night so It was changed to Casino 
Day (and nlght). Money fiowed like 

wine! And we hear that some people 
made millions. 

For a small fee you could get 
" money" to start playing with. With 
the " money" you won, you could 
buy any nwnber of appliances, gad
gers, and good things, like cakes. 
And that Is Just exactly what the large 
crowd d1d - they played like they 
were In Las Vegas and then walked 
off with the loot. Las Vegas was 
never like th.at! 

The event Is for a very good 
cause • the cause th.ls year being 
Miss Denny Morris. Miss Morris 
received the annual scholarshlp which 
Is made possible by the Casino Day. 
The nursing students said they would 
like to thank the faculty and students 
for making the scholarship possible 
through •their participation ln the 
event. 

The Nursing Program Is growing 
at College of the Mainland. Students 
are being recruited for admission 
to the Associate Degree Nursing pro
gram which was recently awarded 
full accred1tatlon by the Board or 
Nurse Examiners for the State of 
Texas. 

The accred1tatlon, earned by the 
Nursing Division In the shortest time 
allowable, was based on a survey 
report of the Board' s two-day visit 
to the campus. 1n Its letter notify
Ing the Division of Its accred1tatlon, 
the Board hlghly commended the ad-

Paid by Louis Decker 

ministration, faculty and students for 
the achievement of hlgh standards, 
with specific reference made to " the 
use of Innovative teaching approaches 
and college-wide faculty development 
programs." 

COM's administration was com
mended on "Its Interest In and sup
port of the Associate Degree Nurs
ing Program, Including educational 
racllltles, adequate flnancal resourc
es and provisions for faculty enrich
ment. The students 1n the nursing 
program are singled out for praise 
by the Board for their enthuslam and 

partlclpatlon In actlvitlN related to 
the nursing profession." 

Students Interested In nursing 
should call the Admission Office, 
938-1211, Ext. 264, in Dickinson and 
the Clear Lake Area, the toll-free 
number Is 337- 1631. 

The final date for accepting appli
cants for the June class Is April 
19, and persons Interested are re
quested to apply now to allow ade
quate tlme for the college to re
ceive the American College Test 
(ACT) scores and other Information 
required for admission. 

Enjoys Communicating 

Tecachctt P,olile 
By GREG BURNS 

Staff Reporter 

Alexander Pratt Is a History In
structor at College of the· Mainland 
who enjoys communlcatlng with stu
dents on their own level. Often, he 
can be found in the student center 
talking with the students or watching 
them play cards, or shooting pool 
with them in the game room of the 
Student Center. 

Mr. Pratt believes he can learn 
from the students just as they can 
learn from him. He feels that being 
In contact with so many students from 
so many varied backgrounds h~lps 
him keep In touch with what's going 
on In the world of the young, so he 
tries to find time to listen to what 
the students have to say. 

Although Mr. Pratt's major was 
History, when he first graduated from 
the Holy Rosary Institute In Lafay
ette, Louisiana, he planned to get a 

On April 6 
Pl••• Vote For 

LOUIS DECKER 
Poalt lon 1 

Texas City School BC?ard 

A v«y concerned parent 
CON CERNED ABOUT: 

1. The need for odditionol 
vocational training. 

2. The outdated dress 
code. 

degree ln Engineering, however he 
soon found he was better suited for 
a major in history. 1n· 1961 he r e
cleved his B.A. In History from Pralr • 
le View A&M with a minor In Library 
Science. He continued his education 
there and In 1963 he obtained his 
M.A. in History with a minor In 
Political Science. Although Mr. Pratt 
specializes In black history, he Is 
also qualified to teach U.S. History, 
Texas History. 

Putting hls education to use Mr. 
Pratt gained valuable teaching ex
perience. From 1962-1963 he was 
assistant circulation Ubrarlan at 
Pral.rle View A&M. From there, he 
came to this area and was employed 
at LaMarque High School from 1963-
1965 as a History Instructor. From 
1965'· 1970 he was the head of the 
History Department and an instructor. 
Slnce 1970 Mr. Pratt has been em
ployed with the College of the Main
land Social Science Department. 
Among his other qualifications, Mr. 

Pratt has been a visiting Instructor 
at Prairie View A&M for three swn
mer sessions, and he served as stu
dent teacher supervisor for Prairie 
View A&M University. 

As well as having good educational 
and teaching experience, Mr. Pratt 
has had lot of experience dealing with 
students and their problems. He 
makes It bis business to get along 
with students as well as instruct 
them. Students like him for this and 
feel they can relate, and that 's a 
pretty good recommendation for any 
teacher. 
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Double Trouble 

f1UDEN1 
fP01llt.111 

By WAYNE HAMILTON 
Staff Reporter 

Have you ever noticed a five foot 
three inch girl with brown eyes and 
a big smile that seems to just bright• 
en your day? This Is Marilyn Peter
son. 

Wat!! U you think your seeing 
double you had better focus your eyes 
again because Marilyn has a twin 
sister When asking Marilyn how does 
It feel having a double , she said, 
" It doesn't feel any d1fferent," but 
she and her sister d1d have the same 
dream one night. 

Now a freshman at COM, Marilyn 
graduated from Texas City High 
School In 1973 an~ Is pursuing a 
career in business with fifteen hours 
of business courses and law this 
aemester. Her ambition Is to be a 
self supporting legal secretary, but 
she does not believe in women's lib. 

Marilyn feels that you should be 
yourself and not put yourself above 
other people. She seems to despise 
a person who does this, but has a 
warm understand1ng for people and 
enjoys meeting and helping people, 
espec_lally older people. 

For recreation she enjoys hlklng, 
beach combing, and boating. Being 
close to nature seems to be her 
favorite time renectlng how beautiful 
life Is and seems to be an emotional 

release. 
Like any other red blooded Ameri

can girl, Marilyn always wanted tobe 
a famous movie star, but the business 
world Is calling. Among her many 
talents she enjoys playing piano and 
singing. 

In the future Marilyn wants to grow 
In the faith of God and Just be happy 
inside to be alive. 

Club News 
By GARY D. HALL 

Staff Reporter 

PHI THETA KAPPA 

The Phi Theta Kappa Is presently 
trying to establish a " fishing rodeo" 
at College of the Mainland. This would 
give everyone at COM a chance to 
try their luck at fl shlng In Eckert 
lake. Phl Theta Kappa meets every 
Wednesday In the Student Center, 
(the room straight across from the 
Information desk.) Members are urg
ed to attend. 

CHESS CLUB 

For those of you who don't know, 
College of the Mainland does have 
a Oiess Club! Those Interested In 

R eh ersals Now 
Are Underway 
The comedy-melodrama, GAZEBO, 

will be presented May 17, 18, 24 
and 25, and Is d1rected by Mrs. Bea 
Weberleln, who Is serving as stall 
producer for all COM productions. 

The cast will consist of nine men 
and three women. The hero Is a writ
er of television mysteries, who has 
an eye for inventing the almost per
fect crime. Life takes an enexpected 
turn and he finds himself knee-deep 
In a real murder, thus provld1ng the 
plot for a fast -paced and highly-en
tertaining play. 

"Rehearsals will be three times 
weekly up to ten days before pro
duction and some roles will only re
quire one rehearsal per week," Mrs. 
Weberleln explained. ' 'I hope in thls 
way, we can meet any transportation 
problems which might arise out of 
the gasoline shortage." 

Further Information maybe obtain
ed by called Mrs. Weberleln at her 
office, 938- 1211, E:rt. 34!>, or her 
home, 945-63.i. 

Joining should contact Colin Black
burn, Jim Forsythe, or John Hublz. 

ECOLOGY CLUB 

The purpose of the Ecology Club 
Is to promote awareness and under
standing In the field of pollution 
control. The members would again 
like to stress the fact that there 
are separate barrels in front or the 
Administration Building whlch one 
may use to deposit any quantity of 
steel cans, alwnlnum cans, paper, 
and glass materials. 

BAPTIST STUDENT UNION 

The B.S.U. has Just recently had 
cake sale to raise money for their 
summer missions. This club ls a 
fairly young one but they already 
are going strong! 

ASTRONOMY CLUB 

All of you star ga.zers out there 
might be Interested In knowing that 
the Astonomy Club meets every Wed
nesday night, (weather permitting), 
with the purpose of viewing the stars 
and other heavenly bodies. I'm told 
that Saturn was especially clear last 
week. You don' t have to be a member 
of this club to join In the fun. Con
tact John Hublz of the Physics de
partment if you would like more in
formation. 

Mainland 

Pharniacy 

Complete 
School 

Supplies 

626 6th Street N. 

945-2368 
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SOLUTION TO 
4t-DOUBL£ CIOSS-UP No. 4 

AUTHOR: (Joseph) Conrad 
TITLE: Ilea rt of Darkness 
QUOTATION: 

· Louis Couivion 
Coffee House 

• 

Photo By 

Zanetta Burnett 

I 

A. Cotton Mather 
· 8. Otters 
C. Nothing 
D. Rotate 
E. Acupuncture · ' 

Orol.1 thing life is--that 11\YSterious arrangenmt of merciless logic for a 
futile purpose. The 1110st you can hope fro111 it is 501111! knowledge of yourself-
that ccas too llte--a crop of unext1ngu1shable regrets. 

F. Difficult 
6. High school 
H. Effigies 

I. Allegory 
J. Routes 
K. Toffy 
L. Oss1 fy 
M. Fro >,ooter 

'N. Dweller 
O. Alll1sh 
P. Rtange Sllle 

Q. Kangaroo 
R. Notes 
s. Extoll 
T. Super1q>0se 
U. Sf-.,le S1MOn 



Comets Win Championship· 
For the first · time 1n the four

year history of the Gulf Coast J un.
tor College Intercollegiate Confer
ence, the basketball chan\ptonshtp 
title belongs to College of.the Mayn
land. Leavpig no question In any
one's mind u to 'IVIM!fber or not they 
deserved the league crown, the Com
ets steamrolled their way to a per
fect 12-0 season and a 2Z-8 mark 
over-all. 

The Improvement of the COM pro
gram since the arrival of Coach 
Jerry Bryant 1n 1971 has truly been 
outstanding. The three seasons prior 
to his coming produced a dismal 
record of only 11 wins against 61 
defeats. Starting his building program 
with almost nothing, Bryant thenpro
ceded to turn out seasons of 12-13, 
20-18, and finally 22-8, giving b1m 
a three year record of 54 victories 
and 38 losses. 

Commenting on the season Coach 
Bryant was very high in his over
all praise of the team. 

"It's definitely the best group I 
have ever worked with," he said. 
"Our winning was really a team 
eUort, especially defensively. Holding 
our conference opponents to just 59.9 
points per game Is no small feat." 

Individually Coach Bryant pointed 
out the contributions of almost every-
one on the squad. · 

"It's very difficult to isolate a 
sing)e player on this squad as being 
the •star.' Probably the steadiest 
player, the one we really can turn to 
1n pressure situations, is Ed Benson. 
His performance during the past two 
years has been a real factor." 

Looking at some of the statistics 
for the season, the evidence con
tinues to point toward the teamplay 
aspect of the Comets. Five players 
finished the year with scoring aver
qee 1n double figures: Ed Benson 
--15.8; EldrldgeAnderson--13.4; Ar
thur Jackson- -11.8; Winifred Butler 
--11.7; and Jim Blmage--10.4. Blm
age was also selected as the team's 
Most Valuable Player by his team
mates. 

AU-in-all, the year brought eight 
new records to the statistics book. 
The two Individual marks were claim
ed by Ed Benson as he established 
new records for the Most Points In 
One Game- -43, and Most Field Goals 

Physical 
Fitness 
Program 
Underway 
A six-week Physical Fitness Clau 

for men Is now W1derway at Collea• 
of the Mainland. 

The course ls designed to help 
men Increase their fitness level and/ 
or control their weight. It Is offer
ed In three classes: 7 to 7:30 a.m., 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday; 7 
to 8 p.m. Monday and Wednesday; 
and 6 to 7 p.m. Tuesday and Thurs
day. 

Each person enrolled In a class 
will have a fitness program tailored 
to his needs, utilizing the extensive 
equipment In COM's Physical Educa
tion Complex. Some of the equipment 
Includes a Universal Gym, bicycling 
machines, treadmUls and abdominal 
boards. All activity on the equip
ment Is monitored by the Instructor. 

The cost of the course Is $5.00 
and all Interested persons may reg
ister 1n the Records Office 1n the Ad
ministration Bullding, 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m., Monday through Thursday and 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday. 

For further Information, call 938-
1211, Bzt. 266. 

JERRY DRY ANT 
Basketball Coach 

In One Game- :20, both against South
ern Bible College. Some of the not
able marks set by the team Includ
ed: Most Points Scored In One Game 
--136; Best Season's Record--22-8; 
Best Conference Record- -12-0; and 
Best Defensive Average--66.7. 

• Appraising the losses of the season, 
Coach Bryant pointed out that four of 
the eight came at the hands of some 
of the state's better Junior college 
teams such as Lee, Howard County, 
Schreiner and Blinn, plus two losses 
to a junior varsity team from Lamar 
University. 

Looking forward to next year the 

Comets will be losing four players 
through graduation- -Ed Benson, Jim 
Btmage, William Little, and Lonnie 
Dotson. Bryant was unable to say 
exactly how many players will be 
returning, but did express optimism 
for the 1974-75 season. 

"Such factors as budget and re
cruitment will definitely affect our 
program, but at this time, we can't 
really determine e:a:actly to what ex
tent. Our hope now ls that the com -
munity will ftnally realize that we've 
got a winner here at College of the 
Mainland and will begin to give us 
some support," concluded Bryant. 

Table Tennis 
Erin Applegate, the only woman 

to enter the Table Tennis Tourna
ment, emerged victorious. Kim Dar
den finished 2nd and David Brown 
was 3rd. 

Others competing were: Jim Ponds, 
Colin Blackburn, Samuel Stone, Henry 
Westmoreland, Jim Forsythe, Jerome 
Scott, Howard Begener, Jimmy Joy 
and Bcldte Roberts. 

WHO WAS IT that Aid men and 
women can't work together? A good 
example that proved they can was 
the recent mind doubles pool tour
nament ln which Carlton Wade and 
Sarah Jobnson combined their skillB 
to ft.aiah In first p1-ce. The team 
of Jerome Scott and Shella JenniD&s 

•Wll8 2nd, followed by Bob Smith a• d 

When asked how she feels compet
ing against men players, Erin smiled 
and ssJd, "I {eel there Is no real 
handicap when the skill has been ac
quired.'' She has been theonlywoman 
to participate 1n the last three tourn
aments. Therefore, she was left with 
the decision: drop out or compete 
against the men. Her decision was 
obvious. 

Laura Garclll. Others competiq were 
the teams of : Bob Slwm and Be
verly Dougla.s; Sam Stone and Joyce 
Durgans; Leroy Au,uet and Karen 
Atkinson; and Randoll Lynch and 
J udy Carrier. Trophtea were award
ed to l st, 2nd and 3rd pi.ce win
ners. 

. t t. 
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Super ,.Star Contest 
Jim ~ wow! Rayfer Johnson, 

wow! Bill Jfomxney, 1iow! These guys 
were great decathloa winners In past 
olymplcs. What do )'OU have 1n com
mon with these great olymplans? Well, 
we don't know. But If )'OU are fa
miliar with the "Super Stars" com
petition made famous by ABC Tele
vision, then maybe this ls what you've 
been waiting for to test your all· 
around skills. 

The Intramurals Department has 
programmed COM's first Athlete of 
the Year Competition for April 24. 
COmpetltlve activities Include: (1) 
100 yard dash, (2) 880 yard run, 
(3) standing broad-jump, (4) basket
ball free-throw, (5) table tennis, (6) 
pool (8-ball), (7) softball throw, (8) 
weight lifting, (8) l-mlle bicycle race 
and (10) 25 yard pool walk. 

A contestant Is required to par
ticipate In any 7 of the 10 categor
ies to qualify for the over-all champ
ionship. There Is a point value for 
each event. The winner will be de
termined by total number of points 
at the completion of competition. 

The competition Is opened to all 
COM students and employees. Where 
will be an award given to the top 
winner In both the men's division 
and women's division. 

Entries are open through Apr il 4. 
Interested persons should sign up at 
the Information desk, CollegeCenter, 
and/or contact Leroy August. 

Golf 
Picking up where It left ott last 

year, the golf team at College of 
the MsJnland opened conference play 
with a victory. Although the win 
was actually achieved because ot a 
forfeiture by Wharton County Junior 
College, Coach Dan Travallle's 
charges were happy to continue the 
streak started by last year's un
defeated team. 

The forfeit was a costly one to 
Wharton as they had actually won the 
meet with a 343 score. However, the 
use of an Ineligible player forced the 
Pioneers to be dropped to last place. 

With each memberoftheteamplay
lng 18 holes on the very demanding 
Galveston Club Course, the Comet 
foursome of De Witt Robinson, Tony 
Aguilar, Mike Reed and Rudy Farias 
stroked It s way to a 360 total. 
Trailing the Comets by 20 strokes 
was Alvin Junior College with a 
380 total, Bra.zosport College was 
third at 384 and Galveston College 
fl.ntllhed fourth with 388 strokes. 

Medalist honors for the meet went 
to Don Hill of Wharton with a 77. 
Low man for COM was Mike Reed 
who posted an 82. 

• 'The saving factor for our team was 
the fairly balanced scoring by all our 
players," said Coach Travaille. 
"That course hurt all the players, 
both ours and the other teams. It 
was really tough!" 

Looking at the COM team, two of 
the teams' five players, Robinson 
of Texu City and Aguliar frm La 

Marque were on last year's squad. 
Newcomers this season are Reed and 
Wayne Peterson of Hitchcock and Far· 
las of Texas City. 

• 'We feel we can compete very 
well 1n our conference," commented 
Travallle. "At this time, none of 
the schools are giving scholarships 
for golf -or even putting much em
phyla on lt. Most of us have to 
rely on luck In getting players." 

"'But I hope I can do something 
about building our program," contin
ued Travallle. "I know there are 
some good high school golfers 1n the 
area and I'm going to see what 1 
CBfl do about getting them to College 
of the Mainland to play.'' 

The GCJCIC confer ence procedure 
calls for five matches with all five 
schools playing each time. First place 
at each meet Is worth five points, 
second place gets four points and 
so on. The sixth meet will be the 
Conference Tournament and the point 
values for each place will be doubled. 
The team accumulating the most 
points over all six meets will be 
declared the Conference Champion. 

"We're oU to a good start With 
just a little luck and some more 
hard work I think we've got a good 
shot at the Conference Champion
ship," concluded Travallle. 

GCJCIC Golf Team Standings: 
l. College of the Malnland-5 pts. 
2. Alvin Junior College - 4 pts. 
3. Bra.zosport College - 3 pts. 

4. Galveston College - 2 pts. 
5. Wharton County Junior College-I pt. 

Canoeing 
Canoeing will be oUered for the 

first time as a non-credit course 
In College of the Mainland's Division 
of Student Life, with classes to be 

held from 6 to 8 p.m. everyThursday 
through May 2. 

The Instructor for the course Is 
Chuck Carona, a qualified Red Cross 
Instructor. He has had enenslve ex
perience both as a canoeing Instruct
or and as a supervisor of groups on 
overnight canoe trips. 

• 'Those who complete the course 
will have the competency to practice 
and enjoy canoeing safely in all Its 
variations, Including wbltewatercan
oelng," Carona commented. "Uthere 
Is enough Interest after completion 
of the course, we'll plan an over
night canoe trip for the class," he 
added. 

Anyone Interested ln registering 
for the course, or 1n learning more 
about It, are asked to contact Ken 
Johnson, assistant director for Col
lege activities, Room 215 of the Col
lege Center; 938-1211, Ext. 412. 

REGULAR BO<N(s'roR£ HOURS 
8:30 • .• . - 7:00 , .• . 
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
8:18 • ·• · - 4:30 p.m. 
8 :30 • .•. - 7:00 , .... 
8:30 • ·• · • 2:30 p.m. 

co• 
-kslor• 
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April Astrology Aspects 
By JAN HELPENSTILL Try not to limit the friends around 

you. Get Involved with different peo
ple. Money shouldn't be too much of 
a hasael, but watch for good buys. 
Stay on the friendly aide of family 
members, though don't hesitate In 
letting them know your opinions. 

l1h:t CULTURE ci.-" .. ,. 

~ CORNER ARJES • the Ram. Fire, 
cardinal. (March 21-Aprll 20) Pa• 
tlence and keeping your head to
ther will take you rar in April. Un· 
usual entertainment at parties should 
prove interesting. Health la import
tant, so try not to put off going to a 
doctor or health cllnlc with your pro

blems. 

'dliil' TAURUS • the bull. Earth, 
fixed (April 21-May 21) Look Into 
the possibility of new job opportwil• 
ties. Get Into the middle of what's 
happening, but try not to push aroWKI 
others. Plan to do things you've beer: 
interested in but haven't gotten around 

to trying 

,,,,,,,. GEMINI • the Twins. Air, 

mutable. (May 22-June 22) Traveling 
ts a great Idea but since money 
could be a hassel, It doesn't have 
to be far Try not to get Into things 
that might prove to be beyond your 

head. 

at:, CANCER · the Crab. Wa• 
ter, cardinal. (June 22-July 23)Aprll 
will bring some decisions Into your 
Ute. One could change your way of 
living. Be careful of people who make 
wild promises to you. Listen close
ly to what they eay and try to be 
objective 

Ill,~ SCORPIO • the Scorpion. 
(October 25-November 22) Water, 
ftxed Un~xpeeted events may make 
many scarce In April. A part-time 
job can help the situation. Disagree
ments with friends can. come from 
rumor• , Keep an open mind about 
things you see or bear. 

t/'.tfi SAGITTARIUS • the Arc• 
her. Fire, mutable. (November 23· 
December 21) Otanaes are coming 
In April . Get ready for some un• 
pleasant happenings concerning old 
friends, It could change your out
look about them. Watch out about be· 
coming too Involved with someone, 
chances are It won't last. Get what 
you can out of It now 

"'~ CAPRICORN • the Goat 
Earth, cardinal. (December 22-Janu-
ary 20) Try to let frlendslmowwhere 
they can reach you. Thelr news may 
be Important. Try not to get down 
over things that don't work out. Suc
cess depends OD your self-control 
and concentration. Your biggest ob• 
atacle may be your self. 

~~ AQUARIUS - the Water 
bearer. Air, ftxed. (January 21-Feb· 
ruary 19) Watch everything andavold 
sudden tmpul1es. Stay close to home 
during the middle of April, takinl 

Jl,~ LEO - the llon. Flre, fix• 
ed (July 24-August 23) Try not to 
talk about business deals you might 
be Involved In or they may nm Into 
trouble from certain authorities. 
Tense relationships wltbaco-worker 
might develop, but don't make excuses 
that aren't needed. things as they come. Get ready for 

anything. During the last days of the 

If~ VIRGO • the Virgin. Earth, Jrmomh you may receive some 
mutable. (August 24-September 23) ~•resting news and possibly meet a 
You can tend to 11et so Involved In ~ l8 person. 
new Ideas that you tend to llnore )( ,Oi-i 
friends This will shake a few friends ~ PISCF.S. theFlllh. Water, 
until you straighten everything out. mutable. (Febnary20-March20)Try 
.1-'lan your moves before you start not to let your achievements 110 to 
throwing money Into new deals. You'll your bead. It could cause some 1-d 

11et what you want as long as you feellnga between friends. Watch your 
don't ask for too much. money during the first of April. Be 

extra friendly to people you tbl.nkare 
A t . ., th Seal Air enemies. The result may beaurprla• s::• ~ LIBRA • e es. , 

cardinal (September 24-0ctober 23) Ing. 

••••••••••••••••••••••• Clas,ified Ada 

••••••••••••••••••••••• 
FOR SALE-II Balles. The American 
Pageant. Mint condition. Call 333-
4178 after noon, ask for Harold. 
$6.00 ftnal . 

WANTED-a beginner Spanish book. 
Edna Sanger, 945-6786. 

FOR SALE-New Lansing speaker. 
$150 Ampeg 150 John 662-9563. 

FOR SALE-Ten foot aluminum Oat
bottomed boat with oars and locker 
for $50, 334-4166. Student of Clear 
Creek High. 

FOR SALE • Ventura hollow · body 
electric auJtar Fine condition. $70 
or best offer. Brian, 339-1670. 

FOR LEASE-3 acres or grazing pu• 
ture ... Fenced, water and shed. Lo
cated between Dlclr.:lnson and Alta 
Loma. 2 1/2 miles from the Gulf 
Freeway. 337-3386 after 6 p.m. 

x 3" My family pictures Mrs. Paul
ine Gray, 420 N. Iowa Ave., Le&IIU8 
City 77573. 

WANTED-Baby sitter, evenings, with 
possible weekends, This also Includes 
light housekeeping. $42 week with ho!• 
ldays off, after 6 months you will 
receive one week's vacation. There 
are t'lll'O chUdren-12 months and 4 
years. U Interested contact· A. Rod· 
rlquez, Jr , 188-2lat Ave. N. Texu 
City, 948-8473. 

FOR SALE-Three quarter size bus 
ftddle In good condition. $200. Call 
945-9946, ult for Olarlea Comer. 

NEED ROOMMATE-2 bedroom-2 bath 
apt. at Loch Haven Apts. $80.00/mo. 
938-0568 after 5:00 p.m. 

WANTED-old bicycles for ~a. Ph. 
925-2649, Alta Loma. ,, 

BOOKS 

The West of 70, 90 and 150 years 
ago ts the subject of THE OLD WEST, 
the newest series of volumes from 
TIME-LIFB BOOKS. Each book In 
the series ts fllled with about 250 
Illustrations, tncludlnll rarities and 
previously unpublished treasures 
from archives, family albums, and 
historical societies: paintings, draw-

1n11s, etchings, woodcuts, early pho
tographs, maps, newspaper clippings 

and posters. 
The flrst book In the series. THE 

COWBOYS, by William H. Forbis 
and the Editors of TIME-LIFE 
BOOKS, takes a hard historical look 
at the way It really was for the 
American cowboy, whose hlgn time 
lasted a bare 11eneratlon from the 
end or the Civil War untll the mid· 
1880's 

The second In the aeries, THE JN. 
DIANS, By Benjamin Capps and the 
Editors of TIME-LIFB BOOKS, ex· 
plores every facet of early Indian 
Ute In America while the THE TRAIL• 
BLAZERS, the thlrd volume, COV· 

era the opening of the West by such 
notables as Lewis and Clark, John 
Colter, Manuel Lisa and many more; 
written by Bil Gilbert and TIME
LIFE EDrroRS. The fourth offering 
In the series Is THE SOLDIERS by 
David Nevin who says or these men, 

• "Ibey were poor, hardy and long 
suffering men. Aa a group they were 
physically tough, usually Ignorant, 
their pleasures simple, thelr attitudes 

straightforward.'' 
The volumes are hardbound In 

brown, padded covers to give the feel 
and look of leatherbound volumes 
and are tooled and embosaed In a 
Western-style saddle design with a 
spine heavily ribbed and stamped In 
10td. Each volume sellaforonly$9.95 
and ls publlllhed bY TIME-LIFE 
BOOKS and distributed 'by Little, 
Brown and Company, Boston, Mass.; 
school and library editions from Gen• 
eral Learning Corp., 250 James St., 

Morristown, New Jersey 07960. 
Another TIME-LIPE BOOKS ser

ies deals with THE EMERGENCE OF 
MAN. The first volume came out in 
early 1973 with THE MISSING LINK. 
Other volumes inclllde LIFE BEFORE 
MAN, THE FIRST MEN, THE NEAN· 
DERTHALS, THE FIRST AMERI· 
CANS, and THE FIRST CITIES. All 
are distributed by Little, Brown and 

Company and cost $7.95 each. 
A series to bring all the wonders 

of the American omdoors to you at 
home ta THE AMERICAN Wll.DER
NBSS by TIME-LIFE BOOKS and 
distributed by Little, Brown and CO. 
With the low price of $7.95 each of 
these books are filled with beautUul 

FOR SALE-Wrecked '69 Ford P.U. 
302 engine and tranamlsaion good. 
$150. Call 938-1875. 

LOST-A folder of pictures that bolda 
about 16 to 18 plcturee (elllht or nine) 
on eech aide of folder. Size about 2" 

Thia Is available free space for YOUR 
Clasaltled Ad. How about selling those 
used books, out-arown bicycles, extra 
car you don't need (or can't afford). 
clothing, or anything you don't want 
or can't uae. Thia ta the place-ad
wrtlae. 

photography and Include such tltlea 
as Wll.D ALASKA, ATLANTIC 
BEACHES, BAJA CALIFORNIA, THE 
NORTH WOODS, CAcnJSCOUNTRY, 
THE EVERGLADES, HAWAII, and 
THE OKEFENOKEE SW AMP. 

THE WARREN WAGONTRAIN 
RAID: The First Com.plete Account 

of an Historic Indian Attack and Its 
Aftermath by Benjamin Capps and 
published by THE DIAL PRESS, 1 
Dag Hammarskjold Plaza, New York. 
has been selected for April, 1974, 

by the Western Writers of America 
and for February, 1974, It was the 
selection of the Young Adults Div!• 
sion or The Literary Guild of Amer

ta. 
Capps has a strong story In which 

he reveals and, boldly includes, his 
views on the actions of the partlcl • 
pan.ts In the events He Is a native 
of Dundee, Texas, and now lives In 
Grand Prairie, Texas. 

With a deft band, Capps has re• 
created the raid u It was viewed 
by all of the participants · • soldiers, 
settlers, and three generations of 

Kiowa Indians. 
The book la well worth the $8.95 

which will give you many hours of 
Informative as well as pleasureable 
reading. 

Other books which have been pub· 
llshed by The Dial Press in the last 
few months Include CITIES IN THE 
SAND by Aubrey Menen; PUEBLOS, 
GODS AND SPANIARDS by John Up-
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ton Terrell; THE LAST FREE MAN 
by Dayton 0. Hyde; DAVID THBKING 
by Gladys Schmitt; THE KILLINGS 
by Clark Howard, and DECISION by 

Henry Kane. 
By JUNE ANGERSTEIN 

RECORDS 

I was told that Black Sabbath's new 
album SOWlded like their early al
bums. I guess that's true Early, 
middle or late, all Black Sabbath 
albums sound the same. But that 
"ain't" bad Black -5abbath plays 
two kinds of songs: slow songs (one 
or two on each album) and veryheavy 
songa. But that "ain't" bed either, 
because what Black Sabbath does, they 
do "good." 

The slow song on thla album Is 
"Fluff." It's nice, but the best music 
ts the heavy music, and that's what 

the rest of the album Is. All of 
the heavy songs are unmistakeably 
Black Sabbath, and they' re also un
mlatak~ably good. U l bad to pick 
my favorite, I guess I would choose 
"Sabbath Bloody Sabbath." Some
times the lyrics are a little silly, 
but that's not important. They could 
sing In Greek for all I care. It's 
the sound that makes them 11ood. 

In this day and age when all the 
heavies seem to be going mellow, 
Black Sabbath keeps rocking along. 
In fact, they seem to get better 
each album. It's nice to know some 
thlnp never change. 

By BILL McGARVEY 

POETRY 

A ClUMSON BERRY 
SPLATl'ERlNG DOWN ON 
1llB FROST WHITE GARDEN. 

SHDCl 

MOSS-GROWN, 
BY THE amRRYFLOWERS, 
A STONB WATER-STAND. 

EVENING MOON· 
PLUM BLOSSOMS START TO FALL 
UPON THE LUTE 

SHIKI 

EVEN Tiij:: HEART 
IS SLOWLY DYING 
THE FLOWERS STILL BLOOM. 

ISSA 

THE STONE GOD'S V ANISHBD
ONLY THE DEAD LEAVES KNEEL

ING 
ON nns TEMPLE STOOP. 

BASHO 

MOVING SLOWLY THROUGH 
AN OLD ABANDONED BEACHHOUSE 
SHADOWS OF THE MOON. 

J.W. HACKETI' 

A TINY SPIDER 
HAS BEGUN TO CONFISCATE 
nns CUPS EMPTINESS. 

J.W HACKETr 

Each of the above slug verses Is 
a complete poem In Itself and la In 
no way connected with the other 
verses. They are all examples of a 
form of poetry perfected In Japan and 
are known as haiku poetry. 

Hallr.u la a s'lnall seventeen syl
lable poem that gained much popular
ity In the western world as well 
as In Japan. Haiku poetry Is simply 
reOectlons of nature the way It Is 
and are not meant to be phllosophJ • 
cal or commentarys on life. These 
poems are not meant to enthrall the 
reader with an. appreciation of tbe 
writers artistic technlque but instead 
are meant to stimulate tlie reader 
Into being the co-creator of the poem 
through his own imagination. 

The first five poema are trans
lations of Japanese examples ofbalku 
and the last two are haiku by the 
American poet J .W. Hackett . Trnu· 
latlon of hallr.y from Japanese to 
English le very difficult and the trans
lator who can retain the mood and 
essence of the poem even though a 
literal Interpretation and strict ad
herence to the 17 syllable form would 
be impossible. 

U you are interested In this form 
of poetry, there are several books on 
haiku In the library and a tape by 
J .W. Hackett on hallr.u In English. 

By GREG BURNS 

Faculty Holds 
Book Sessions 

A series of informal book discus
sions for faculty members of the So
cial Science Division of College of 
the Mainland ta now W1derway, ac
cording to Dr Alan Glnsberll, chair· 
man of the division. 

The most recent group met at the 
home of Ms. Vlrlllnia Stelb, sociology 
Instructor, to .discuss THE BASIC 
TRENDS OF OUR TIM.ES by Pltlrim 
Sorokin. Previously, session was held 
at the home of Mrs Sallie Cowgill, 
a COM counselor, at which time the 

group delved lnto THE TEACHINGS 
OF DON JUAN by Carlos Castaneda 

BASHO 

"These discussion 1181herlngs are 
Invaluable In acquainting staff mem• 
bers with books In each ocher's dia
clpllnea," commented Dr. Gl.naberg. 
"We've had good attendance and live• 
ly discuaslon," he added, noting that 

!he -a1ons would continue throu&h 
the aprln& semester. 
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CAREER DAY· Students from area junior and senior high schoo.ls 
en1·oyed COM facilities during the Graphic Arts Coreer Day. See 
re ated pictures on page 8. 

Graphics Career 
Day Is A Success 

By REGINA LIST 
MANAGING EDITOR 

Over 200 students from area junior 
senior high schools attended the re
cent New Careers in Graphics sem
inar held at College of the Mainland, 
according to Sandra Shoup, instructor 
of Industrial education. The all-dlly 
event hosted students from mtchcock, 
Santa_ Fe, La Marque, Dickinson, Gal• 
veston, Clear Lake, Clear Cre<!k, 
Texas City, and Friendswood. 

There ls a great demand for ex
perienced or qualified graphic arts 
personnel. In fact, there are not 
enough training programs to facili 
tate the increasing need. For this 
reason, trained personnel have a dis
tinct advantage in this everchang
lng field. 

Included in the event was a variety 
of speakers discussing a wide range 
of topics. Artre Rusk, chairman of 
Industrial education at COM welcom
ed students to the campus. Following 

his presentation, Dr. Jsck Simich of 
the Graphic Arts Technical Founda
tion told students about the current 
GATF scholarship program available. 

"Manpower for Graphics ... A Time 
for Qiange" was the topic of the talk 
given by Ken Balter of the Eastman 
Kodak Company. Chip Kishbaugh or 
Addressograph-Multlgraph spoke to 
students on "Graphic Communica
tions . . A Career Nt1t a Jot. · · 

Information about the College of 
the Mainland was provided In the dis
cussion by Althea Oloates, counsel
or, and Dan Doyle of financial aids. 
Following this discussion, students 
from the visiting schools were led 
by graphic arts students and faculty 
members on a tour of the college 
campus. Points of Interest on the 
tour were the Fine Arts Building, 
the gyms, graphic arts facllltles, and 
the Journalism facilities. Boxed 
chicken lunches and cokes were serv
ed In the Student Center. 

Tech-Voe Program Opens 
Joh Careers For Students 

By BILLY BRUNER 
Staff Reporter 

The Technical-Vocational Building 
at College of the Mainland ls used 
for the purpose of training and teach
ing young men and women the dif
ferent types or Job otter s In today's 
world. The building has eight courses 
offered to the students: Drafting and 
Design, Graphic Arts, Nursing, Weld· 
Ing, Automechanics, Air and Refrig
eration, Electronics, and many bus
iness courses. 

S?me of the courses offered have 
s one or two year program. A two 
year program ls offered In drafting, 
covering twelve drafting courses, as 
well as various supporting areas. 

Students completing the programs 
llnd an abundant number of jobs. 
Some or the students go Into the 
graphic arts field. 

Graphic Arts (printing) ls a one 
year program to train men and women 
for a quality Job In the printing world. 
The printing Industry Is the fifth larg
est In the United States. The print
Ing program makes It a little easier 
for students to understand business. 

The Business Division offers a two 
year program course in: Data Pro
cessing, Secretarial Science, Mid· 
Management, and Economics and Ac• 
counting, which are designed to give 
students the skills and knowledge re
quired for these jobs. The courses 

See TECH•VOC page 2 

Mechani c:s At Work 

Eckert Slated As Speaker 
At Graduation Ceremonies 

By BILL McGARVEY 
Staff Reporter 

Graduation ceremonies for College 
of the Mainland will be held Tuesday, 
May 21, at 8 p.m. In the COM gym. 
The guest speaker wlll be H.K .. 
"Griz" Eckert, the. first president 
of the College of the Mainland Board 
or Trustees. 

Eckert was very Instrumental In 
getting College of the Mainland es
tablished and Is considered s "found
ing father'' of the college. He will 
be Introduced byC.T. "Oluck" Doyle, 
who Is president of the College of 
the Mainland Foundation. 

The Invocation will be given In 
Spanish by the Rev Enrique Vil
larreal of the First Mexican Bap
tist Olurch In Texas City. The b(!n
editlon will be given by the Rev. 
Don Little of the First United Meth
odist Qiurch In Texas City. 

Students graduating will recel ve 
either an Associate of Applied Sci -
ence degree, an Associate of Arts 
degree or a One Year Certificate 
of Com1,Jletlon. This yew s class of 
almost 200 graduates will be the larg. 
est ever at COM and also the first 
class to Include nursing graduates. 

Applicants for graduation are: Rob
ert Albright, Betty Allen, Mildred 
Allums, Valencia Anderson, Darlene 
Ash, John Babbit, Gale Balley, Char
mayne Barber, Mary Barnett, Thom
as Berry, Mark Benton, Gary Bert
ling, Ernest Bogan, Mary Bogatto, 

Alice Bradford, Betty Branch, Rlcque 
Brister, Ethel Brow. Gallla Brown, 
Myra Brown, Billy Bruner. Carrie 
Bryant, Verna Bryant, Mary Buses, 
Rhonda Caldwell, Laura Cardin, Linda 
Carlisle, Agustin Carmona, Martha 
Carpenter. 

Also Moretta Cash, Cynthia Callis, 
Sara Castillo, Sandra Olarles, Alan• 
na Clark, Carol Crawford, Patricia 
Criss, Alfred Curtis, Suzanne Dami
ani, Olarles Dart, Ramon Davila, 
James Demers, Kenneth Deslattes, 
Nancie Dixon, Lionel Dotson, Victor
la Dougharty, Sanfort Douglas, Bobby 
Earle, Valeria Edmonson, Richard 
Egner, Carl English, Glenn Erwin, 
Allee Eskridge, Robert Faust, Patri
cia Flanlken, Norma Flores, James 

Entries 
Now Being 
Accepted 

Annual Eckert 
Award Has Been 

Established 

SUBMISSIONS MUST 
BE IN BY MAY 15 

FOR INFORMATION 
AND QUALIFICATIONS 

See Page 2 

Forsythe, Anthony Fraizer. Renee 
Frison. 

Frances Fundllng '\llary Galvan, 
Roma Garn r, Denni Gibbs. s, <;an 

Graham, Sherry Gra, er, Florence 
Green, Sherry Grimes Rose Guerra, 
Oiarles Hall, Dianne Hall. Ellzabl'th 
Hall, Gary Hall, Linda Hamil. Alex
andra Hamm, Kathy Hardy. Wayne 
Hechler , JohnHeckendorn, LloydHlb· 
bits, Morris Hill . Rita Hirth, Sharon 
Hopes, Alonzo Hynson, Lois Jackson. 
Marvin Jackson, Alfrenella Jason. 
Ora Jenkins, Emmitt Jones. Mildred 
Jones, Gwen Jurca. Patricia KIii
gore, Cindie Koenig, Yvonne Krc, 
James LeFebvre, Lawrence Leimer. 
Owen Leisey, Guadalupe Leon. Regina 
List, Brenda Logan. 

Kenneth Lovejoy, Glen Lowe, Ken
neth Marshall, Constance Maupin. 
Olarlotte McCulloch, Brenda McNeil, 
Dianne Miller. William Mlller. Me
linda Mllsted, Thomas Mitchell, Cyn 
thla Moody, Lu Lu Moody, Robert 
Moore, Mrs. Denise Morris. Charles 
Moseley. Garland .Murry, MelvfnNel
son, Gordon Oliphant, LuanneO'Steen. 
Jamie Owens. Carol Pagonas. George 
Parks, Shirley Patterson, Ola Phil· 
Ups, Joycle Pickney, Christine Pla
sek, George Plasek, Betsy Porter, 
Bonnie Preston, Joseph Profit , How
ell Puckett, Michael Puckett , Tracee 
Roberts, Dianne Robinson. Lois Rob
inson, Gardenia Rodrlgques. 

August Rodgers, Robert Ruiz, Edna 
Sabio, Sam Sal,.ato, Betty Scheffer, 
Elizabeth Schiel, Patricia Shannon, 
Cynthls Silva, Jean Simmons, Cyn
thia Smith, ",illy Sokol. Marlo Solis, 

H.K. "Griz" Eclcert 

Rojello Solis. Linda Spencer. Pearllon 
Stalllngs, Judith Taber, Marjorie 
Tacquard. Sharon Tanske, Lorraine 
faylor, Elizabeth tenHaar, Ivie Ter- • 
ry, Kathleen Tucker, Gerland Vas
sallo, Bertha Vitek, Robert Wagner 

Edward Waltman, Larry Werland, 
Fred Whiddon, Bruce WIiiiams, Earn
estine WIJllams. Elizabeth Wtlllams. 
Gwen Williams, Marvin Williams, 
Sandra Williams, John Wilson, Shir
ley Wright, Mildred Cambell, Ernest 

Quimby. Floyd Ferguson, Diane Mc
Collum, Sylvt,a Doublas, Ed Brown. 
Erin Applegate, Shirley Edmond, Cyn • 
thla WUllanis, Arthur Harris, Henry 
Hynson, Clarice McIntosh. Alice 
Mozie. 

Mus;c And Journalism Have 
New Scholarship Program 

Music and journalism scholarships 
are being offered at College or the 
Mainland for the rtrst time. Appli
cants are Invited to submit their ap
plications for the scholarships for the 
F all semester of 1974. 

Both the music and the journalism 
programs are rather new at COM. 
The music program has been In pro
gress for two years and the journal. 

Ism program, along with the school 
newspaper The Mainland Comet , has 
been In progress for one year. The 
scholarships are an Important step 
for both programs. 

The music scholarships wlll be 
available to both music and non
music majors and will cover tuition 
and In some cases music fees . 

The journalism scholarships wlll 
be available to students who have had 
prior experience In the gathering of 
news and the production or a school 
newspaper. The scholarship will cov
er the cost or tuition. fees and the 
use or books ror the semester. Ap · 
pllcatlons wlll be accepted until the 
end of May 

"I believe the scholarship program 
will benefit not only the music pro
gram but the college and community 
as a whole, · · Larry Stanley, music 

instructor at COM. said. For further 
Information on the music scholarships 
contact Stanley by wr!ting to him at 
Division or Humanities, College o! 

the Mainland, 8001 Palmer Highway 
Texas City 77590 or call 938- 1211 
Ext WO 

"Much praise Is due the students 
who have established the Mainland 
Comet , the fl rst continuous news. 
paper for COM," Mrs. June Anger· 
stein, journalism Instructor at COM 
said "Building on the basis of the 
work done this past year. the schol -
arshlps will add the push necessary 
to make the Comet a certainty for the 
future. ·· 

For information on I he journalism 
schol-'lrshlps, write M rs Angersteln 
at : DlvlsJon of Humanil ies. College 
or the Mainland, 8001 Palmer High
way, Texas City 77590 or call 938-
1211, Ext . 214. 

T 

Coming Events 
May 6 · 17 · Traveling Exhibition 

of Art Instructors of the GCJCIC. 
May 10 • Mainland Choral concert. 
May 10, 11. 17, 18, 24, 25 - GA

ZEBO, Arena Theatre. 
May 21 · Graduation Exercises, 8 

P .M. 



Page 2, Moinlond Comet, Mondoy, Moy 13, 1974 

First Annual Eckert 

A ward Is Announced 
An annual H. K. "Griz" Eckert 

Award has been established by Col
lege or the Mainland's Citizens Ad
visory Council, to be presented to 
the student, faculty or staff mem -
ber who best exemplifies the college's 
moto, " Humanhood through Brother
hood." 

A large bronze plaque, on which 
the name of each year 's recipient 
will be engraved, Is to hang per
manently In the Administration Build
Ing of the College. A smaller plaque 
and a medallion will be presented to 
the award winner. 

The large, permanent plaque was 
made possible by a generous dona
tion from Monsanto Company In honor 

Work Is Varied 

Staff 
Personality 

STAM CALVERT 
Works With Students 

By JAN HELPENSTILL 
Stat! Reporter 

Stanton Calvert Is the dean of Stu
dent Personnel Services at College 
of the Mainland. His work Includes 
direct contact with such offices as 
Student Life, Veterans Affairs 
and Recruitment, Admissions, Regis
tration and Records, Computer Ser
vices, and Educational Research. 

Calvert was born at Waco, Tex., 
In 1943 and raised on a farm In 
Dimmitt, Tex. He received a A . B. 
In English literature and social 
studies Crom Abilene Christian Col
lege. Calvert also attended the Uni
versity of Texas at Austin Graduate 
School, where he studied In Busi
ness, Public Administration, History 
Departments, and finished all work 
toward a Ph.D. in Higher Education 
Administration except dissertation. 

" I came to COM because It Is 
committed to searching for more ef
rectl ve ways," Calvert said. He 
further commented, "I believe 
strongly that education Is lmprotant , 
that the ways of humanity are Im
provable through common effort and 
understanding and that the main In
gredient In meaning Is caring. '' 

Calvert lives In Dickinson with 
his wife Ann, and two sons, Ralf, 
2 1/ 2 years, and Jess, 6 months. 

of Eckert, who played an Important 
role In the company as well as In the 
establishment of College of the Main
land, accordl.ng to Edward W. Ross, 
chairman of the Council. 

Students, faculty and staff mem
bers must nominate their award 
choice In the form of an essay of 
100 words or less, outlining the 
reasons for the nomination. Deadline 
for submission or recommendations 
is May 15, w11ll the award to be 
presented al graduation exercises 
on May 21. 

Some of the criteria to be used In 
determining the winner Include: 
(I) Involvement In activities that pro
mote "Humanhood through Brother
hood" , (2) active Interest In insuring 
that COM adheres to Its Ideals, (3) 

leadership in br inging var ied groups 
together In mutual understanding and 
(4) attributes of humanism, other
centeredness and open mindedness. 

Entries are to be malled to: Citi
zens Advisory Councll, College of the 
Mainland, 8001 Palmer Highway, 
Texas City 77590. Student sub
missions will be screened by the 
Student Senate; faculty nominations, 
by the Faculty Division of COM's 
Employee Association, secretaries, 
by the Secretarial Division of COMEA 
and maintenance personnel, by the 
Maintenance Division. The final sel
ection wlll be made by the Citi
zens Advisory Council. 

In <.."Ommentlng on the award, Ross 
noted that It served a dual purpose. 

"First, the award recognizes the 
tireless work of "Griz" Eckert In 
helping to establish College of the 
Mainland," he said. "Secondly, we 
hope this award will serve as an In
centive for ever yone to work toward 
the college's Ideal of brotherhood," 
he added. 

Members of the Citizens advisory 
Committee are: Pat Padillo, Chair
man of the Awards Committee; Dr. 
Donald F . Mortvedt, Dean of Instruc
tion: John Bersuder: Mrs. John Ber
suder: Manuel Guajardo; Mrs. Manuel 
Guajardo: L . T Gordon; Stanton C. 
Calvert, Dean of Student Personnel 
Services: and Gwen Jurca, President 
or the Student Government. 

For further information regarding 
any aspect of the contest. please call 
COM's Publlc Information Office, 
938-1211, Ext. 437. 

Veterans Apply 

Now For Pay 

College of the Mainland's Veterans 
Affairs Office reminds veterans that 
now Is the time to apply for Summer 
Advanced Pay under a new VA pay
ment program. 

The summer term begins June 3 

are now being accepted In COM's 
VA Office 

The new program was begun last 
fall to solve the problem of vet
erans having to pay tuition and fees 
two months before receiving their 
first educational assistance check. 

Under the Advancd Pay Program, 
If a veteran notifies the school he 
plans to attend before the term be
gins, the VA will attempt to have 
bis first check on hand at the school 
of bis choice In time to cover en, 
rollment expenses. 

are approved for veterans and are 
state approved. The division has sev
eral scholarships for s tudents who 
plan to continue their field. Scholar-

ships are also available to students 
In automechanics. · 

The automotive division has eight 
courses in degree programs for any 
students who wish to make this a 

career. They also offer non-degree 
programs . The division also has some 

Senior Citizens 

To Present Play 

BREATH OF SPRING, a rollicking 
comedy featuring a cast of senior 
citizens, will be presented to the 
public on June 7, 8, 14 and 15, 
in College of the Mainland's Arena 
Theater. 

The play will be directed by Clare 
Harmon, who Is well-known In the 
Galveston County area for her work 
in community and professional 
theatre. 

Bea Weberleln, who has served as 
start producer for COM, Is slated 
to prodLtee B!U~ATH OF SP!UNG. 

Mrs. Weberleln explained that for 
the citizens In the play, no previous 
acting experience was necessary to 
receive a part. The only requlre
ment was for _the actors to be at 
least 55 years of age. 

She added that in addition to acting 
roles, volunteers were used for help 
In other areas or stage production. 
such as costumes, make-up and 
props. 

For more information on the play, 
please contact Mr s . Weberleln at 
938- 1211, Ext. 345, or 945-6342. 

TECH-VOC Continue Page 1 

concard subjects for high school stu
dents not finished, where they can 
work towards a degree, then finish 
up their study at COM after they 
graduate. Other fields of Interest are 
Air and Refrigeration. 

Air Conditioning and Refrigeration 
offe r students the opportunities to take 
courses In this field for vocational 
and avocational purposes. For stu
dents wlahing to gain employment In 
this field, a two year degree, As-

SPECIAL 
NOTICES 

FEDERAL AID 

Student employees ellgible for Fed• 
eral Student Aid Funds must be en
rolled for six hours or more and 
be processed through the Financial 
Aid Office. 

Those who quallCy for $400 or more 
will be paid through federal funds 
and their earnings limited to the 
amount Indicated In the Need 
Analysis. If they earn less than 
$400, they may be placed as student 
as ,!slants or work study employees. 

TRAVEL 

Policy about overnight travel of 
students representing College of the 
Mainland was established at a meet
Ing of the Administrative Council. 

The new policy states that students 
representing COM at out of town 
activities must be accompanied by a 
sponsor approved by the appro
priate Dean. 

soclate 1n Applied Science, Is de
s igned for this purpos e. 

An Associate of Applied Science and 
a one year Welding Technology di
ploma are offered to students choos
ing a career 1n welding technology. 
Individuals may take courses with
out being In a degree pr ogram. Ther e 
Is not a degree program tn Nursing 
or Electronics. 

All the courses are designed to 
help people understand their world. 

Position Desired 
I lmow this guy who hasn't 

worked a day in over a year. 
Yesterday he went for another 
job interview. He stopped by last 
night and told me that he didn't 
get the job. I asked him why not 
and he told me: "For Position 
desired I wrote vertical." 

PUNCH LINE 
OF THE WEEK 

Tl-I£ BILL 
COLLECTOR IS 

SELCOM 
W£LCOMED, YET 
OPT£N ASKED 

70 CALL 
AGAIN. 
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MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR SUMMER! 
Enroll for the 

SuD1D1er Sessions at 
College of the Mainland 

1st Session: June 3 - July 10. 
2nd Session: July 11 August 16. 

Accredited by the Southern Assn. of Colleges & Schools 

APPLY NOW - REGISTER ON JUNE 3 - BEGIN CLASSES ON JUNE 4th 

Course Section Time 
ACCT. 131.01 545·935 PM 
ACCT. 241.01 545·935 PM 
AIR 131.01 1000-1220 PM 
AIR 133.01 100·305 PM 
AIR 133.02 715-920 PM 
1 AIR 233.01 545-1005 PM 

545-1005 PM 

ART 101.01 TBA 

2 ART 131.01 930·1050 AM 

2 ART 132.01 930-1050 AM 

2 ART 133.01 1230·150 PM 

2 ART 237.01 1230·150 PM 

3 AUTO 163.01 800-1220 PM 
800·1220 PM 

4 AUTO 163.02 500-1005 PM 
500·1005 PM 

5 8 MATH 131.01 1230·150 PM 

B MATH 131.02 545·935 PM 

BUS LB. 101.01 200·320 PM 

810. 141.01 930-1220 PM 

BIO. 141.02 1230-320 PM 

6CO·OP 241.01 TBA 

6 CO·OP 241.02 TBA 

6CO·OP 242.01 TBA 

6CO·OP 242.02 TBA 

6CO·OP 243.01 TBA 

6 CO ·OP 243.02 TBA 

COM 134.01 1100·1220 PM 

COM 137.01 1230·150 PM 

7 DA PRO 131.01 545-735 PM 
545· 735 PM 

8 OA PRO 132.01 745 • 935 PM 

9 DRAFT 136.01 930-1220 PM 
930·1220 PM 

237 .01 545·835 PM 9 DRAFT 
545-835 PM 

ORAFT 238.01 930•1220 PM 
930-1220 PM 

ECO 231.01 1100·1220 PM 

ECO 232.01 545·935 PM 

EL 144.01 545-1005 PM 
545-1005 PM 

ENG 131.01 930-1050 AM 

ENG 131.02 1100· 1220 PM 

ENG 131.03 200·320 PM 

ENG 131.04 545-735 PM 

ENG 131.05 545-735 PM 

ENG 131.06 745-935 PM 

ENG 231.01 200·320 PM 

ENG 231.02 1100-1220 PM 

ENG 231.03 745·920 PM 

ENG 231.04 545· 735 PM 

HIST 135.01 330·520 PM 

HIST 545· 735 PM 
135.02 

HIST 545-735 PM 
136.01 

HIST 745·935 PM 
136.02 

MATH 545-735 PM 
134,01 

MATH 1230-150 PM 
231.01 

MATH 545· 735 PM 
237.01 

MUSIC 930-1050 AM 
133.01 

NU 800·930 AM 
261.01 

10 NU 1100·500 PM 
201.01 

800·1200 AM 
100·300 PM 

10 NU 201.02 1100·500 PM 
800· 1200 AM 
100-300 PM 

10 NU 201.03 1100·500 PM 
800-1200 AM 
100·300 PM 

NU 262.01 1100·1230 PM 

NU 262 .02 1100·1230 PM 

NU 262.03 1100·1230 PM 

11 NU 201.04 700·330 PM 

11 NU 201.05 700·330 PM 

11 NU 201.06 700· 330 PM 

0 MACH 131.01 930·1220 PM 

To file an applicatior. 
come to the 
Admissions Office , 
Administration Building 

Credit Schedule for Summer 1 Session• 

Days 
MW 
TTH 
MTWTH 
MTWTH 
MTWTH 
MTWTH 
MTWTH 
TBA 
MTWTHF 
MTWTHF 
MTWTHF 
MTWTHF 
MTWTHF 
MTWTHF 
MTWTHF 
MTWTHF 
MTWTHF 
TTH 
T 
MTWTHF 
MTWTHF 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
MTWTHF 
MTWTHF 
MTWTH 
MTWTH 
MTWTH 
MTWTHF 
MTWTHF 
MTWTHF 
MTWTHF 
MTWTHF 
MTWTHF 
MTWTHF 
MW 
MTWTH 
MTWTH 
MTWTHF 
MTWTHF 
MTWTH 
MTWTH 
MTWTH 
MTWTH 
MTWTH 
MTWTHF 
MTWTH 
MTWTH 
MTWTH 
MTWTH 
MTWTH 
MTWTH 
MTWTH 
MTWTHF 
MTWTH 
MTWTHF 
MWF 
MWF 
TTH 
TTH 
MWF 
TTH 
TTH 
MWF 
TWTH 
TWTH 
MWF 
MWF 
MWF 
TTH 
TTH 
TTH 
MTWTHF 

Title Course 
OFFICE ACCOUNTING 0 MACH 
PRIN OF ACCOUNTING PE 
AIR COND FUND PE 
AIR COND ELEC CIR PE 

AIR CO"ID ELEC CIR H PHYS 

AIR COND ANALYSIS 
13 PHYS 

ART STUDIO 12 PHYS 
BASIC DESIGN 13 PHYS 

BASIC DESIGN 11 13 PHYS 

BASIC DRAWING I 13PHY9 

PAINTING PHY LB 

AUTO ELECTRICAL PHY LB 
PO LSC I 

AUTO ELECTRICAL POLSCI 
PSY 

BUSINESS MATH PSY 

BUSINESS MATH soc 
LABORATORY soc 
GENERAL BIOLOGY ST 

GENERAL 810LOGY T MATH 
SEMINAR AND WK EXPR 14 TYP 

SEMINAR AND WK EXPR TYP 
SEMINAR ANO WK EXPR TYP LAB 
SEMINAR AND WK EXPR WELD 
SEMINAR ANO WK EXPR 
SEMINAR AND WK EXPR 
READING IMPROVEMENT 
REA.DING IMPROVEMENT 
INTRO DATA PROC 

UNIT RECORO ACCT 
ARCH DRAW I 

MAP DRAFTING 

PLANS & SPECIFICAT 

PRIN OF ECONOMICS 
PRIN OF ECONOMICS 
VAC TUBES ANO TRANS 

COMP RHET IN COMMUN 
COMP RHET IN COMMUN 
COMP RHET IN COMMUN 
COMP RHET IN COMMUN 
COMP RHET IN COMMUN 
COMP RHET IN COMMUN 
LIT ENG SPEAK PEOPLE 
LIT ENG SPEAK PEOPLE 
LIT ENG SPEAK PEOPLE 
LIT ENG SPEAK PEOPLE 
US HISTORY 
US HISTORY 
US HISTORY 
US HISTORY 
TRIGONOMETRY 
CALCULUS I 
LINEAR ALGEBRA 
MUSIC APPRECIATION 
PHYS & MENT HEAL TH 2 
LABORATORY 

LABORATORY 

LABORATORY 

PHYS & MENT HEAL TH 3 
PHYS & MENT HEAL TH 3 
PHYS l MENT HEAL TH 3 
LABORATORY 
LABORATORY 
LABORATORY 
OFFICE MACHINES 

Section 
141.01 
111.01 
112 .01 
112.02 
141.01 

142.01 
143.01 
144.01 
241.01 
242.01 
101.01 
101.02 
235.01 
236.01 
231.01 
231.02 
131.01 
131.02 
132.01 
131.01 
131.01 
132.01 
101.01 
141.01 

Time Days 
930·1220 PM MTWTHF 
330-520 PM MTWTH 
1100·1220 PM MTWTHF 
545· 735 PM MTWTH 
930·1050 AM MW 
930·1050 AM TTHF 
TBA TBA 
1230·150 PM MTWTHF 
TBA TBA 
TBA TBA 
TBA TBA 
1100·1220 PM MTWTHF 
200·320 PM MTWTHF 
745-935 PM MTWTH 
330· 520 PM MTWTH 
1230·150 PM MTWTHF 
745·935 PM MTWTH 
200;320 PM MTWTHF 
545·735 PM MTWTH 
100·320 PM MTWTHF 
230-500 PM MTWTH 
930-1220 PM MTWTHF 
930-1220 PM MTWTHF 
800·920 AM MTWTHF 
545-1005 PM MTWTHF 

SCHEDULE ON CHARGES 
TUITION 

Tit I e 
OF MACH-MACH POSTING 
FNO FITNESS & HEAL TH 
ARCH BAO/RB 
TENNIS 
GENERAL PHYSICS 

GENERAL PHYSICS 
COLLEGE PHYSICS 
COLLEGE PHYSICS 
MECHANICS & HEAT 
ELEC ANO MAGNETISM 
LAB 
LAB 
AMER NATL AND ST. GOV 
AMER NATL AND ST GOV 
PSYCHOLOGY 
PSYCHOLOGY 
INTRO SOCIOLOGY. 
INTRO SOCIOLOGY 
INTERMED SHORTHAND 
TECHNICAL MATH 
BEGIN TYPEWRITING 
INTERMED TYPEWRITING 
TYPEWRITING LAB 
PLATE WELDING I 

RESIDENT OF TEXAS: $4. 00 per semester hour; how -
ever, the minimum tuition charge per semester, re
gardless of the number of hours taken, Is $25.00. 
There Is no established maximum. 

NURSING PROGRAM STUDENTS: Tuition and rees 
for Associate Degree Nursing Program students will 
be computed on the same basis es tuition end tees 
for other students except that the minimum tuition 
charge will be $20 for any semester and the max
imum tuition charge will be $50 per semester for 
residents or Texas. Non- residents or Texas will pay 
the appropriate tuition prescribed for their residency 
classification. 

NON-RESIDENT OF TEXAS: $17 00 per semester 
hour; however, the maximum non-resident tuition 
Is $200.00 per semester. 

FINANCIAL AJD 

Deadline to apply for short-term loans Is two days 
before time you plan to pay fees. 

•summer II Schedule is available at the 

Admissions Office, Classes begin July 12. 

8001 Palmer Highway, Texas City 

For further information 

call 938-1211 , Ext .264 

8:00 - 8:00 M T W TH 
8:00 - 5:00 Friday 
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Editorials. • • 

Nostalgia For What? ..... 
There seems to be a rising wave 

of nostalgia for those bygone days of 
the Jazz Age. It Is refiected In the 
movies like " The Sting," "Paper 
Moon" and "The Great Gatsby," 
and even In fashion such as the 
" Gatsby look." But let' s not kid our
selves. Before we are Immersed In 
this vat or sentimentality, let' s ta.ke 
a look at the way It was according 
to history and to even go a step 
further , we can draw some paralle ls 
between those times and our own 
present situation. 

According to historians like 
Thomas A BalJey, the Jazz Age was 
a time or r estlessness, cynicism 
and Materialism World War I had 
left many people disillus ioned. People 

who had hope of a war to end all 
wars were dlsapr,tnted. Some his• 
tor ians wer e even beginning to claim 
that the war had not been entirely 
the fault or Germany, but that other 
European countries had contributed to 
the holocaust as well . That didn't 
help anyone's mood over here. 

Because or the cyn.lclsm, the war 
had spawned, many people turned to 

materialism for comfort. Get•rlch
qulck schemes and somethlng•for
nothlng deals were very popular. 
Some people turned to other at• 
tractions. Sexual taboos went out the 
window. Prohlbltion did not prohibit. 
Many people were out for last wild 
Olngs. Policemen were brlbedtolook 
the other way. Crimes were 
committed Just for thrills. Jazz music 
became the popular style w.lth Its 
wild, free and noisy rhythms. There 
were even clashes between religion 
and science, or those who believed 
In evolution theories and those who 
believed In this c reation. 

Does any or · s sound familiar? 
Update It fort r fifty years. It 
should be clearly evident the Viet 
Nam conOlct left It 's eUect on many 
In American society. Many people, 
especially the young, have become 
disillusioned with the Ideals set forth 
and seldom lived up to In this coun
try Once again there Is the lnde• 
clslon as to who was right and who 
was wrong and who started It, etc .. 

The dally game shows and prizes 
and bargains we are smothered by 

Pot Holes In Parking Lot . 
The pot holes In the parking lots 

have come back like an Incurable 
disease They plague the parking 
lots with endless repair . Repairs are 
made with costly materials which 
soon return to the state of disrepair 
within a short time. 

Students and other members or Col· 

Iege or the Mainland have legitimate 

compla.lnts to the college for the un• 

necessary weer and tear on their 
cars. Where Is the committee that 

ls supposed to keep the parking lots 
In good shape? 

When It rains, the holes rm up 

with water. as do the lots them• 

selves . and It' s hard to tell when 
you will hit one or these endless 
pits that are preying for a tire to 
damage. Driving through the lots 

gl ves the effect of a back country 
road. for you get Jarred around as 
the tires hit one hole after another 

Toe worst parking lot Is out by 

-at.._!>OUBLE CROSS-~
0

~ 

By Lora W. Asdorian 

reflect the same . something• for• 
nothing attitude. Corruption In poll• 
tics and law and the themes of 
movies clearly refiect the get-rlch
qulck fantasies also. Movies like 
"Serpico" and "McQ" and " Magnum 
Force' ' Illustrate the disappointment 
In an often corrupt Jaw system. 

Blzzare crimes are dally occur• 
rences and are made best•sellers 
before they are even out of the 
courts. The obsession with sex and 
cheap thrill magazines Is another 
standard for the times. The music 
Is Just as wild and free as the twen· 

ties. Evolution put to doubt religion. 
and Is now being challenged by even 
stranger theories. Overproduction 
and overexpanslon or credit helped 
bring about the great stock market 
crash In the Jazz Age. Aren't these 
ln full swing today? 

Maybe It ·s Just coincidence that 
there ere so many parallels between 
those times and our own, but there 
sure are a lot of coincidences Who 
can have any feeling of nostalgia 
for times like those? 

the Student Center, for It is the 
most used by everyone. In the places 
where the damage has occurred a 
whole new area should be laid down. 
The holes should be filled and then 
the new slab laid on top. This would 
last longer and so would tires. 

This suggestion of how to repair 
the parking lots couldn't cost any 
more than It does to keep repair• 
Ing them all the time. Isn 't It better 
to repair them well once, than to 
repair them poorly frequently? 

R 6 E 

Consider the clues from all angl es; they 
1113Y CROSS you UP! The c 1 ue may be a pun on t he 
word wan ted, or a n anagram of t he word i t self . 67 E 61' A 
Usually, the clue contains a definit i on {synonym) 
as well as a cryptic representation of t he word. 
Certain words n1ay stand for l etters in an anagr am, 117 F 88 M 89 C 90 ·K 91 B 
e.g., NOTHING, TEA , SEE, WHY, YOU, a nd 8( may r ep
resent 0, T, C, Y. U, and B. The word could also 
be hidden in the l et ters o f the cllJ(' , e .q .. th!' 100 N 109 W 
phrase "human being rated as unthank ful ·• contains 
the answer INGRAT[ . The word might be defint>d in 
t wo parts , e.g., a clue for FORfSTER is "ranger 127 D 12R [ 12~ G 130 B 131 I 
in fa vor o f organic compound" {FOR ESTFR). 

Wri t e the words over the nuntiered clashes and 
then trdnsfe r each let ter to the ror respond ingly 14!! II 14° LI 1~0 Q 151 C 

Care Makes Mother's Day 
Gift Reach World-Wide 
Thinking of a " different" gift for 

Mother's Day this year? Chances are 
your mother would have little use 
for a heap of high-protein porridge, 
a carton' of hospital surgical equip
ment, or even a couple tons of vege
tables. But at CARE, these are some 
of the things that make the differ
ence between hope and despair for 
millions of mothers and their chll-

Women Veteran 

Statistics Given 
Women comprise 1.9 per cent of 

the nation' s 29 million veterans, 
8,500 or which were separated from 
mllltery service In fiscal year 1973. 

College or the Mainland's exper
ience with women veterans Is In line 
with trend, according to Dwight Ful • 
Unglm, assistant director of Vet • 
erans' Affairs . Out or a total of 
365 veterans enrolled this year, six 
are women. They are: Cynthia Smith, 
Eileen Tepera, Anna Louise Flcar
otto, Joyce Hattes Baines, Jurllne 
Hancock, Rita Hirth. 

On a national level, there are 
543,000 women veterans. 305,000 of 
whom who are credited w.lth World 
War ll service. Nurses who served 
during theSpanlsh•AmerlcanWarand 
World War I women veterans total 
15,000. Vietnam-era womenveterans 
numbered 91 ,000 through June 30, 
1973. 

Fulllnglm noted that with the mlll -
tary services recruiting greater 
numbers of women, the percentage 
of women veterans should rise In 
coming years. 

dren across the world. And you can 
help provide them by a contribution 
In your mother's name. 

The card will be malled to her 
or to you, as you prefer. The mes• 
sage Is equally appropriate for 
grandmothers, mothers-In-law and 
mothers of friends. Contributions 
may be sent to: Mother's Day Plan, 
the Southwest CARE office, 109 North 
Akard, Dallas, Tei:as 75201. 

Be sure to give your name and 
address, the name and address of 
each mother honored (minimum $2 
per name), and Instructions for card 
handling. If you wish them malled 
directly, state how each card Is to 
be signed. Make checks out to CARE, 
Inc. Orders should be sent early 
to assure card deliveries In time 
for Mother' s Day, May 12th. 

Mainland Comet 
. Pounded 1973 

PublJlhed by the Colle,e of the Main· 
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nunt>ered square in the d i aqram. Rl acl squar es 
1ndiute wor d endi ngs. The comuleted diagram 
will conta in a quot ation read i ng from left to 
right. The fi r s t letter of the answered words 
will give you the author's naoro and t itle of t he 
work from whi ch t he quote comes. 'i, 1973 by Lora W. Asdor ian 

CLUES WORDS 

A. The myopi c are not planning 
for the future .. . .. .. . .. .. . .. . .. . . . . .. .. . . . . .. .. . 188 25 68 -92 97 143 154 183 37 49 56 TT6 

B. Did a dance of the 5O's 
and sprained an ankle . .. . .. . .. . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . ffi m 7T 57 7T 9f 116 

C. Fortes self-taught are easy .................... .. 

D. Roof apartments make confined 
M 11 ings . .. .. .. . .. . . . . .. .. . .. . .. .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. ID 3ii Tei TTi7 « 75 60 ffi T60 ~ 

E . Hlllldn toil I eye with 
great elll>arrassment .. .. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . .. m T 6Y 7i6 JO 140 TT8 78 n '2s TTs 

F. Mext noise is a furthering of the last 

G. lend an earth man in anc lent times 

N. Chat about an itch is small talk: ............... . 
si 9T Tonsz m 98 73 4f 

I. PIIJ'lder a grave ................................. . 

, 
l. Grab a custom 111de counter ...................... . 

I. Ivy t'a1nt in tile Chr1st111S scene ........ · .. , .... . 

l . The Aves found on a roof ... . .. , ........ : . : ... : ... ., 

M• Trace j o int c ross ing 
t hrough space . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . TTii' sT 134 TT9 ITT ss 96 163 m 76 

N . Confused flaw i n hay 
near the middle . .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . 11!8 'lTI ~ 39 78 1 ID 

O . Ingests to sate appetite 

r . Not in hunor to get 
the better of soneone 

Q . Why call¥) herds of elephants? ...... ..... . . ..... .. 

II • Encoura!)l?S the Easter Bunny, perhaps 
( 2 wds . ) 

s . Run IIOUSe : Cats are plentiful ................ .. 

T . I submit uno piece of soft coal 

Tiii'iT4T ITT--U7oef~-rnf m 

U . Fond of an idea now and 
then ( 3 1,ds . ) .. . .. .. .. .. . .. . . .. .. .. .. . .. • . . .. . .. fil --g ffi" 79 73 1l"fff m 

'I. Evading via doing nothing ..... . ... . ............ . 
4"f m SJ 3f m i66 ros T4 

W. Rustling fabrics for fat feats .... .' ............ . 

,) . 
For answers, see page 8 
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STUDENTS REGISTER· From left, Michael Thomas and Gerrel Barnett 
COM students register Howard Nicols and Jeff Lee of Friendswood for 
the '' Careers in Drafting" day-long program held to acquaint high school 
students with opportunities in the field of drafting. 

Editor: 
Letters To The Editor 

This letter ls directed to those 
members of the Student Government 
who are advocating alcohol on campus 
at Com events. I must first say that 
I find your arguments very shallow 
concerning this Issue. 

In your article In the last Issue 
or the Comet you say that alcohol 
would be advantageous In "several" 
ways. Only three are llsted. Since 
when are three points considered 
several? As to those three, well, 
here goes . .. 

Point •;,: rou state that by navmg uno.,, ,_., besides having alcohol at 
alcoholic beverages on campus more 
functions could be held and the build
Ing would be used more advantag
eously. "More" functions? Does this 
mean a binge, seven-day-drunk or 
what' As to using the building more ad
vantageously, well .... Go to a few 
places where alcohol ls served. Oh 
yes, the building has really been used 
"advantageously" alright! You wtll 
find seats cut with knives, stains 
where people have thrown up on the 
carpet, written on and scratched 
walls, stains from spill beer; Shall 
I go on? Really advantageous, huh? 

events. Projects which would be far 
more honorable and benlflcal. 

I'm sure you may be thinking this 
letter bas been written by an adult 
who has nothing better to do than 
put down college students. But quite 
the contrary, I am a fellow student, 
age 20. 

I hope you will reconsider your 
position on this most Important Issue. 

G.H. 

Enjoys Communicating 
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Double Trouble 

f1UDEN1 
fP01ll6fl1 

By ALANNA CLARK 
Staff Reporter 

Rlcque Brister, student here at the 
College of the Mainland Is very In
volved with what goes on at the col
lege. She Is continuing her concur
rent enrollment here from high 
school. Rlcque enjoys attending Col
lege of the Mainland because of the 
emphasis that Is put on learning me
thods of teaching and the dlffernt 
emphasis that Is put on learning and 
not on grades. She also likes the 
Instructors methods of teaching and 
the different grading system here at 
College of the Mainland 

Rlcque will graduate this spring 
with an Associate of Art degree. 
She will then attend Southwestern at 
Georgetown next tall. Her decision 
on Southwestern was made because 
It Is small and reminds her of Col
lege of the Mainland. It Is a friend
ly college and It has a good depart
ment for psychology 

Ms. Brister was In Fort Worth 
and now lives In Arcadia. She gra
duated Crom Santa Fe high school 
In spring of 1973. 

, • , 

\ 
RICQUE BRISTER 

Rlcque' s goal In llfe Is to be a 
Doctor or Psychology and to have 
her own private practice or go Into 
councUlng. She believes people are 
basically good, It Is the world that 
Is messed up. 

Rlcque strongly believes If every
one realized how Important they were 

Rlcque works at the college In the 
Learning Resource Center In non
print media. She Is a member or the 
Student Government, Drama Club anC, 
Is a cheerleader for the basketball to society and never under estimate 
team. Her hobbles are riding horses. their abilities; alot of the bad con
and bicycles and playing softball. dltlons that exist could be greatly 
This summer she will be coaching changed. 
a little girls softball team. 

Point #1 : You say there would be 
a better turnout for functions on cam
pus. U alchohol Is what It takes to 
make people turn out at Com func
tions then our functions must be In 
pretty bad shape. As for myself, 
I'm not sure that the added people 
we would attract would be worth at
tracting. Ir a person spreads his 
body with molasses he will attract 
quite a party or files. The files will 
have a dandy time but how about 
the person? I Implore you not to 
spread our functions with alcohol 
to attract those who may become a 
nuisance! 

For those who must drink In order 
to have a good time at an event or 
to be happy why not let them stay 
In their own homes and get drunk 
to their hearts content This way 
when they start cussing, shouting, 
drooling, throwing up and all the 
other lovelies that come as Ingred
ients In a bottle, the only person 
they will Insult or offend will be 
themselves. 

Tee1che, P,olile 

Point # 2: The Student Government 
also states that alchohol at Com 
events would provide a place for 
people to go thus cutting down on 
traveling from town to town. "Some
where to go?" Good grief! You make 
It sound like you're opening up a 
nunnery!! Why don't you just come 
right out and say that It would give 
people a place to get drunk. 

I commend the Student Government 
on some or the projP.cts they have 
completed, such as getting benches 
for the campus. However. there Is 
much more that could be done be
sides backing alcohol. How about get
ting a sign out by the highway stat
Ing what college this Is. Do you 
realize we don't even have a sign? 
People probably drive by and say, 
"I wonder what those buildings are 
out there?" Seriously, there are oth
er projects which the senate could 

Third Place Was Garnered 

College of the Mainland placed third 
In the 1974 Regional Plymouth 
Trouble-Shooting Contest tor Post 
Secondary Schools, according to Jerry 
Preas, automotive lnstructer 

Auto mechanic students at the 
school competed In their classes tor 
the honor or representing the college 
In the contest at Dallas. 

The two students selected competed 
In one of the 100 regional contests 
held In all fifty states this spring 
under the sponsorship o( Plymouth 
dealers and participating schools. 
Regional contest winners receive all 
expense trips to the National Trouble
shooting Finals at Texas Stadium, 
home or the Dallas Cowboys, June 
16, 17 and 18. 

Bertolett Chrysler-Plymouth Inc., 
Texas City, sponsored the college in 

the contest. The 1973 team from Col
lege of the Mainland sponsored by 
Bertolett also came back with the 
third place title, trophies and prizes. 

Mainlantl 

Pharniacy 

Complete 
School 

Supplies 

626 6th Street N. 

945-2368 

,, 

By BILL McGARVEY 
Starr Reporter 

James Finley Is a Political science 
\eacher here at College of the Main
land. Since 1962, he has held teach
ing positions at Mississippi State 
Univ., Washington State Univ .. Uni
versity of Southwestern Louisiana, 
University of Houston and Texas A&M 
before coming to C.O.M. three years 
ago. or them all, he enjoys teach
Ing here best. " I have been here 
tor three years and have enjoyed It. 
I (Ind morale among the faculty and 
administration to be comparatively 
high. Also, I do not know o( another 
Institution where faculty and start 
'go the distance" for the student 
body. The philosophy of COM Is Idea· 
logically and symbolically refreshing 
and efforts are made to lmpllment It. 
In my opinion, most academic Insti
tutions are topheavy with administra
tions which are ritualistic and skewed 
against change. COM has the guts 
to commit Itself to Innovation In the 
teaching - learning process, and Is 
probably better appreciated national· 
ly than statewide. I can Identify only 
a few ' scared cows'. Think.Ing about 
COM reminds me of the visit of 
Margaret Mead to the Aggie campus. 
It was like a cool drink of water 
In the desert." 

As for his teaching philosophy, 
Mr. Finley feels that "theuseofnon
prlnt media, the trend tow11.rd Ind.I· 
vlduallzed instruction, the out• of
the-box activities etc. are positive 
Innovations,' but are secondary In 
Importance to creating a relaxed, 
pleasant and uninhibited atmosphere 

JAMES FINLEY 

In the classroom I believe that It Is 
necessary to establish your credlbl. 
llty as an Instructor the rtrst week 
and utilize the remalnlng portion of 
the semester generating supportive 
Instructor · student relationship at 
both emotional and intellectual levels. 
I believe In using the conceptual 
perspective which provides the tools 
of analysis for yesterday , today and 
tomorrow. Isolate<! facts may be de
flned as Impressive trivia." 

In discussing his background, Mr. 
Finley said that he came "out of the 
boondocks of rural West Texas where 
red necks, wine, Blue Ribbon beer 
and country music are all 'in'. (I've 
learned to appreciate only the latter.) 

You might know It as the Bible-belt 
or the Dustbowl I recall an unusual · 
ly dry and windy Spring In 1951 when 
chickens were religiously roosting 
by 3 : 30 In the afternoon 

When 'asked what he considers his 
most Important accomplishments, 
Mr Finley replied, "I'm a well or
ganized person I keep my ornce 
neater than most I have six or 
seven articles published and a boo k 
of readings to be published this su• 
mer. I'm getting better gas m · ~
age physol<,glcaJJy. -running betv. .. en 
one and t,,.. miles a 1y. Also. • 
got rid of ,e wet, pl :ered d< 

look, and I don't scratt·h so 0 11 • 

any more " 

Drama Club Sponsors 

Rip Von Wrinkle 

In a cooperative effort, the Drama 
Club and the Fine Arts Department 
and the Adult Education program 
sponsored the play Rip Van Winkle. 
The play was performed for handi
capped children In the college dis
trict and surrounding ares. The play 
was performed In the arena of the 
Fine Arts building at the college. 

The cast Included Mike Sau, rwhlte, 
who played Rip; Lorrine Taylor. Gret
chen; Rlcque Brister, Meenle; Dick 
Egner, Derrick; Ric Stevens, Cockles, 
Karl Tuggle, Nick; Shawn Bergquist. 
Hendrick; Paul Lombard, HenryHud
son; Andre Frison, Oilef demon; 
Jut 0111111, Seti\; Meit"88 Srrster, 
Sneider; Oiuck Berry, Student direct
or. 
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Man Of Many Talents 

_Staff Personality 
By WAYNE HAMILTON 

Staff Reporter 

William J. Perry, Jr., Is a second 
generation native Houstonian. He Is 
now happily married and Is antic! -
patlng his 37th wedding anniversary. 
Although he has no chHdren, Perry 
has been adopted by kids all over the 
world because or his natural love ror 
young people. 

During Perry's ll(e he has done 
extensive traveling all over the world, 
including the West Indies and Hawaii. 
Among his many talents he ls an 
accomplished musician on the vibes, 
drums, and organ and enjoys diving, 
tennis and swimming. Photography 
takes up some of his time while deep 
sea fishing for sailfish and barra
cuda seems to be his real kicks. 

Perry completed his elementary, 
high school and college (B_.S. and M. 
Ed.) In Houston schools. Before fin• 
ishing his B.S. and M.Ed. he was a 
successful musician, mortician, 
businessman, aircraft mechanic, 
truck mechanic, veteran of World War 
D and a radio operator with F.C.C. 
radio licenses. 

His community activities Include 
serving as: a president, Houston 
Principals and Head Teachers As· 
soclatlon; vice president, Board of 
Houston Community Welfare Planning 
Association; vice president, Board 
Hester House Neighborhood Center; 
chairman, Education Committee, 
Houston Community Council; pre• 
sldent, Texas State Association of 
Settlements and Neighborhood Cen• 
ters; Girl Scouts or United States, 
National Advisor on Minority Re
latloas, Region VI Committee, and 
Boiu-d member, San Jacinto Council; 
president of Houston Council of Greek 
Letter Organizations; president of 
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity; and 
Group Leader, "Plays for Living" 
Serles. 

He has memberships In American 
Vocational Association, International 
Narcotics Enforcement Officers As-

WIL't.l AM PERRY 
A Participator 

soclatlon, Mason Heights Lodge No. 
280, Masonic Consistory (32 degree) 
Douglas Burell Chapter, Kappa Alpha 
Psi Fraternity, Ph.I Delta Kappa Edu
cational Fraternity, Epsilon Pi Tau, 
Industrial Education Fraternity, 
Lions Club, Gafftoppers Fishing and 

Boating Club, Texas City-La Marque, 
Chamber of Commerce, Transporta
tion Committee, American Legion 
and Antlpch Baptist Church. 

The Texas State Coordinating 
Board has appointed h.lm to the 
State Advisory Committee on Com
pensatory Education. The Board has 
also appointed him to the State Ad
visory Committee for the Coordinating 
Board's Nursing Study. 

His previous work experience In
cludes teaching and administrative 
positions with Houston Independent 
School District, Texas Southern Uni· 
verslty and the University of Texas 
at Austin. 

He has done graduate study 
at Prairie View College, General 
Motors Institute, Ohio State Uni• 
verslty, University of California at 
Los Angeles and has almost com• 
pleted work on a Ph.D at the Uni• 
verslty of Texas at Austin. 

June McConnell 
Hired - First Retired 

- First 

By GREG BURNS 
Staff Reporter 

Mrs. Jillie McConnell, assistant 
director of admissions, registration 
and records Is planning to retire from 
full time employment at the end of 
her contract year. However, Mrs. 
McConnell says she may work part 
time and she may not. Mrs. Mc
Connell said, "It depends on how 
bored I get." 

Mrs. McConnell was the first em• 
ployee of College of the Mainland 

SUND A rs_ASERMON 
Getting Back 

It is said that a journey of one 
thousand miles begins with the 
first step. But for most of us, that 
first step is the hardest to take. 
Perhaps you've been thinking 
about getting back to God. And 
you've thought about it and 
thought about it - but what is the 
result? The result is you're still 
thinking about it. 

Now is the time and this is the 
place to take that first step back 
toward God .. But you must take 
that first step yourself . no one 
can force you to. But after you 
have taken that first step back to 
God, you'll notice how easily the 
other steps come to you. You'll 
wonder why you didn't come 
back earlier and you'll remem~r 
you kept putting it off - you kept 
sayin g you'll worry about it to
morrow. 

All you really need to do is 
make a commitment now • right 
this moment • not in another five 
minutes, or another hour or to
morrow • but now. Won't you 
take that first step n ow? You'll 
be glad you did. Remember, God 
is always ready to take you back, 
any moment day or night. Are 
you ready? 

with It's inception In Januiu-y of 
1967. Her position was that of tem• 
porary secretary and helper to the 
president of the Board of Trustees. 
Her next position was Coordinator 
of Admissions, Registration, andRe
cords, and from there she came to 
her present position. Before Mrs. 
McConnell started working with Col• 
lege of the Mainland she spent 22 
years as a registrar at Kilgore 
College. 

When Mrs. McConnell retires she 
plans to do some fishing and a lot 
of traveling. Mrs. McConnell says 
she has always been a hippie at 
heart. She enjoys the unconventional. 
She wants to take her time travel· 
Ing and see the country and she 
thinks Its good for young people to 
do that too. 

Mrs. McConnell Is really pieaseci 
with College of the Mainland and 

FIRST ... Judy Weiner, 20. 
a Univer sity of Wisconsin 
sophomore from Woodme re. 
N.Y., is th e first female poll' 
vaulter at t h e school 

• 

JUNE McCONNELL 
the way It Is developing. College 
of the Mainland ls experimental in It's 
nature and she feels that the success 
it bas had tar outweigh the fail
ures. Any experiment will have fail
ure as well as success. College of 
the Mainland Is a college In which 
students actually have an opportunity 
to participate on the faculty and 
Staff Personality 

• • • 

SURE. Tl-IE 
WIFE AND I 
PEND ALMOST 
AS MUCl-tAS 

OUR SON 
IN COLLE'GE. 

• 

TOP ROW. f rom l eft: Steve Lemons, Galveston; Ell2abeth Schiel, Alta Loma; F rankl in Brontly, Alta Lomo; Patty McNeal, Hitchcock; Emle Dulmly, Dickin son, 
BOTTOM ROW. F rom left, Ruben T orres, League City; Nell Peek, Alta Lama; Raymond Wiltshire, Texas C ity; Claudia Murello, Alta L oma; a nd Tom Moth, Alta Loma. 
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Increase In Journalism ~nrollment Has Been Noted 
COLLEGE STATION - - With a 230 

per cent increase In student enroll
ment in 10 years, Texas AloM Uni
versity's Journalism Department Is 

the first to admit that journalism ls 
becoming increasingly popular as a 
course of study for young people. 

However, recent gloomy predic
tions concerning the job market, or 
lack or It, tor Journalism graduates 
do not hold water, declared Pror. 
C .J . Leabo, head of TAMU's Journ
alism Department. 

" Recent reports show that news
papers do not have room for the 
Oood of Journalism graduates,'' Leabo 
noted. " The fact Is , however, that 
journalism Jobs are virtually unlim
ited, when Journalism Is correctly 
considered as the field of communi
cations." 

He pointed out that newspapers are 
only a small consumer of Journalism 
graduates. In fact, only 29 per cent 
of e!!.cl! y<"!!.r'• = o' <-ut- r~rt-

ers apply for newspaper work. 
• 'Many of them .are going Into mag· 

azines, an enormous market for 
journalism graduates," Leabo ex
plained. "Advertising, electronic 
communications, and public relations 
are alos open and lucrative markets 
for journalism graduates. " 

Closer to home, recent graduates 
from TAMU's Journalism Department 
are working In a variety of commun
ications jobs, Including free-lance 
film making, reporter/ photographer 
positions, wire serv,~e. magazines, 
and public relations. 

" Of the graduates from our pro
gram we have been able to keep up 
with," Leabo noted, " the only ones 
who aren't working are wives located 
outside major media markets and 
those who chose to teach or do grad
uate work. " 

" We have found," he continued, 
"that any graduate who Is free to 
me-. h"'"' """" 11llle to find a job, 

usually In an attractive position. One 
recent graduate Is an associate ed
itor at a major agricultural publi
cation, and another ls with one of 
the wire servlses. · · 

Leabo, who worked for the Assoc

lated Press on the West Coast and 
In New York City for more than 15 
years, believes the rush to journalism 
In America's colleges and universi 
ties Is a combination of several 
factors. 

"First," he said, " they see a 
chance to combine career training 
with a broad liberal education. Many 
students are Interested In a social 
ly-Involving profession. and or 
course, many see the glamour involv
ed with the many big news stories 
which have broken In the past few 
years." 

He contended that although more 
students might wash out of Journalism 
programs as a result of the phenom
enal Increase '" -t••"'M1t lolld'!. h.,. 

F ISHING CONT EST - Jerome 
Urbanek won first priz.- in the 
fishing con test held at Loke 
Eckert and sponsored by Phi 
Theta Koppa at COM 

1 

I 

-----
\ -... ~. 
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believes that those who graduate with 
journalism degrees will have no prob
lem nndlng a satisfying Job on the 
communications Job market. 

Teitas AloM University's Journal
ism Department experienced one of 
the highest growth rates In the nation 
last year, with a 42 per cent In
crease in student enrollment. The de
partment offers two sequences !or 
Journalism training- -news/ editorial 
and agricultural journalism. 

" Our ag Journalism students real 
ly have It made." Leabo commented 
" We simply can' t begln to fill the 
demand !or agricultural writers. 
These kids can pick and choose from 
several job orfers, and can locate 
just about anywher e they want ·' 

Leabo credits a growing favorable 
reputat Ion for Journalism educ at ion at 
T AMU · as the major factor In his 

See Journol ism Page 9 
By BILL McGARVEY 

Stefl Reporter 

Marvin Kinsey Is In his second 
semester here at College of the Main
land He plans to go here another 
year and then transfer to the Uni
versity of Houston. He says that he 
has always been Interested In art and 
hopes to be an archetect. specializing 
in residential and commercial build
ing. 

His hobbles Include swimming, 
surfing, antique cars, foosball and 
pool. He was a member of the swim• 
ming team for three years at La 
Marque High School and played on the 
water polo team there for two years. 
He owns a blue, twodoor , 1950Stude
baker Champion. Since parts for Stu
debaker's are scarce, Marvin belongs 
to several Studebaker clubs which 
help him to get parts whenever he 
needs them In case anyone Is In
terested, he Is willing to sell the car 
for $500.00. It can be seen almost 
anyday In the C.O.M. parking lot . 
You can't miss It. 

Marvin likes to surf and as soon 
as the water warms up, plans to 
t,pend a good deal of his time doing 
just that. He says this summer he 
would JI ke to get a new board, a 
spilt tall. single fin , John Dole. 
Until then, he will have to make do 
with his old board, which was cut 
dowu from a longer one 

He says he enjoys going to C.O.M. 
because It Is close to home and 
easily affordable He also likes the 
Instructors here and the general 
atmosphere, which he says Is very 
!r!endly. 

Joh 
Opportunities 
There will be job opport unities in 

maintenance and service work with 
Feder al agencies throughout the Guir 

Coast area These jobs wi ll mainly 
be In warehouses, shops, sup
ply rooms, supplies and mater ia ls , 
work around construction s ites. or 
similar duties . 

The best Job opportunities will be In 
Beeville, Corpus Christi, Houston, 

and the Rio Grande Valley. 
To apply. one must fill out an ap

plication and supplementary ques
tionnaire, concerning ability and re
Jlablllty. The names will be on a 
list for a year or unt11 all the el
lglbles have been used, which ever 
comes first. 

To obtain forms and take tests 
in thls area, the center Is In Hous
ton, Rm. 104, US Customhouse, 702 
Caroline St. , Houston 77002. The 
phone ls 226-5501 Send the completed 
forms back to the Customhouse. 
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SOLUTION TO 

-4oouBLE CROSS- U~ No. 6 

AUTHOR: Stephen Crane 
TITLE: The Open Boat 
QUOTATION: 

Over 200 students from area junior and senior high schools · 
participated in the recent New Careers in Graphics seminar 

held at College of the Mainland. Representative schools included 
Hitchcock, Santa Fe, La Marque, Dickinson, Ball High of Galveston, 
Clear Lake, Clear Creek, Texas City, and Friendswood, Students 
listened to speakers representing various graphic firms such as the 

Graphic Arts Technical Foundation, Eastman Kodak, Address
ograph-Multigraph, A. B. Dick, UTMB, and COM. 

A. Shor tsighted 
8. Twisted 
C. Effortless 
O. Penthouses 

A singula r d i sadvantage of the sea lies in the fact that after success fully 
surrrounting one wa've ,you 'discover' that there is· another' •beMnd it·,just as••. ,. " 
importan~ and ... _.. anxious to <10 ~onethiqg effeq\\~e i~ _the '!~ ,of ~"'l~i_n9 _ 7 
boats. 

E. Humi.1 iat ion 
F . Extension 
G. ! J(e.indertha 1 " 1 

' • • 
H. Ctlitchat ... 1 'ti 

() , . . . 

I. Ravage 
J. Abacus 
K. Nativity 
L. Eaves 
M. Tra jectjon 
N. H~lfway 
o·. Eats • 
P. •01rtwi t • 

. !' 

I ' 

Q. Pachyderms 
R. Eggs on 
S. Numerous 
T. Bituminous 
u. Off and on 
V. ~voiding 

• w. Taf fetas 
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Books For Summer Reading ..... 
department's rapid factor In his de• 
partment's rapid increase. 

··we have a verybr,1ad, stro11t1pro
fesslon orientation on our faculty,'· 
Leabo pointed out. ··Four of our II ve 
full-time raculty have more 1 ,,m 15 
years professional experie, ·e. as 

Over the past months many good 
books that make Interesting reading 
have come out from various publish· 
ers. There Is a great assortment of 
types of books, so everyone should 
be able to find one to flt his Interest. 
Try to read a good book this summer! 

From the Houghton Mifflin Com
pany, 2 Park Street, Boston, Mass. 
02107, come all types of Interesting 
books. One such work Is THE FUN 
HOUSE. lt Is about Harris, a muck
raking journalist who has just writ· 
ten an expose of a British mlnelng 
company In Africa, and although hels 
hot on the trail of another business 
scandal, sets off a well-deserved 
mini-vacation to Amsterdam. Aside 
from losing his briefcase before take
off and encountering some rat~er 
strange people along the way' It s a 

routine trip until the plane ride home 
when an old "friend" Harris has 
trouble remembering plants an LSC· 
laden bottle of gin on him. Harris 
suddenly finds himself In big trouble 
with the law 

Several strange events then tollow, 
Including delves Into the drug scene. 
Back at the square one, Harris shows 
up In court only to find his defense 
sabotaged, his Influential friends de
serted, and the long arm of the law 
getting uncomfortably close. The fin· 
ale Is a whirlwind affair Including 
political Intrigue and business fraud. 

Another good suspense novel Is 
BLACK DOUGAL. It Is a paradox 
of such villainy that leaves us hap
pier and a mite more human. 

On the sports side, SCREWBALL, 
Is an excellent biography of New York 
Mets pitcher, Tug McGraw. It will 
fascinate every sports lover. For na
ture lovers, there are several new 
books: A FIELD GUIDE TO MEXI
CAN BIRDS, A FIELD GUIDE TO 
SHELLS, A FIELD GUIDE TOTREES 
AND SHRUBS, THE SEA AND THE 
ICE, DESERT, THE AMERICAN 

SOUTIIWEST. 
Other interesting works from the 

HMCO. are THE IMPERIAL PRESI
DENCY, a definitive study of the 
role of the Executive, as It was con
ceived and as It has evolved; YEAR 
ONE OF THE EMPIRE, a play deal
Ing with the events of the Philip
pine War, wherein Americans tor the 
first time moved to brutally suppress 
nationalist aspirations abroad; 
SPLENDOR AT COURT, traces the 
emergence of extravagant spectacles 
during the Renaissance; and THE 
BEST AMERICAN SHORT STORIES 
1973. 

The Farrar, Straus & Giroux, Inc. 
press has many outstanding books 
published such as EnfER, GOD AND 
DEVIL and COSMIC SUPERIMPO
SfflON. These companion volumes, 
long out of print, are now presented 
together for the first time so that 
the reader may better IJ'asp their 
essential unity. IN ETHER, GOD " 
DEVD..., William Reich describes the 
process of funtional thinking and re
veals how the Inner logic of this 
objective thought led him to the dis
covery of cosmic orgone energy. In 
COSMIC SUPERIMPOSITION, Reich 
steps beyond the character structure 
of man to an Wlderstandlng of how 
man Is rooted In nature. The super
Imposition of two orgone-energysys
tems which Is demonstratable lngen• 
Ital embrace Is revealed as a com• 
mon funtlonlng principle that exslsts 
In all of nature. Concluding this 
work, Reich returns to the human 
sphere "to ponder about the great· 
est riddle of all: the ability of man 
to think, and by mere thinking to 
know what nature 111 and how It 
works." 

Other works are : CITY POLICE, 
Tim FATAL GIFI', HEIRS APPAR· 
ENT, GOE'mE'S FAUST, nm AGE 

OF nm AVANT-GARDE, REM
BRANT'S HAT, TiiE DELTOID 
PUMPKIN SEED, BOUGHT AND 
SOLD, MIRACLE CURE, ALL THE 
WAY HOME, nm SPRING ON nm 
MOUNTAIN, PARADISO, MY BE
LIEF, SHELLEY'S MARY, THE 
MAN-EATING MACHINE and RE
FLECTION. 

The latest from the Stephen Green 
Press, Box 1000, Brattleboro, Ver
mont 05301, Is LOON IN MY BATH
TUB by Ronald Rood. Also released 
Is FARM TOWN; A Memoir of the 
1930's. It Is a pictorial history or 
rural life In Horton, Kansas, Between 
1935 and 1940 Farming there was 
much the same as lt was elsewhere 
In the nation• neighbors trading work 
to harvest the cash crops, a barn· 
yard with a few cows and hens, plus 
a pig or two, for the family's food. 
This was subsistence farming durlrnz 
tbe hard times of the Great Oeprei;
slon Just before modern large scale 
specialization ended that way of life. 
Wes McManlgal took the photos for 
the book. Gant Hellman bought these, 
then choose those for use In FARM 
TOWN. He went to Horton with these 
photos and talked with some of the 
people In the pictures. The text for 
the book ls drawn from the com
ments they made. Since he knew that 
people would ask "Whatever happen
ed to Horton?" Mr. Hellman took 
his camera along and did some ·•ar. 
ter" pictures to go with McManigal 
"before" photographs. The result Is 
FARM TOWN: A Memoir of the 
1930's, an evocative portrait of a by
gone era In America's heartland. 

Are you an aspiring writer? Then 
check Int Writer's Digest Dooks, 22 
East 12th St., Clnclnnatl, Ohio 45210. 
One such book Is WRITING POPULAR 
FICTION, for the whodunit writer, 

the science fiction novelist, the part• 
time and the will -be writer, the writ· 
er who Is sucessrul, and the one who 
thirsts for success; for the educator, 
the critic, the editor; for anyone who 
wants to learn the "whats", "hows", 
and "whys" of category fiction .. ... 
The author, Dean Koontz, shows how 
to master any category of popular 
fiction•• -science {lctlon, r a nta s y, 
Gothic romance, mysteries, sus
pense, Western, erotica. He then 
demonstrates how to apply knowledge 
of a genre to other categories In 
order to become a selling, success
ful novelist. Another book alongthese 
lines Is WRITING FOR CHILDREN 
AND TEEN-AGERS, Lee Wyndham's 
highly regarded text on how to write 
fiction for juveniles. Another book 
from this press Is WRITER'S MAR· 
KET, 174, which contains the name, 
address, editorial requirements, 
name of editor and rate of payment 
of 5,178 markets for freelance writ 
ers. 

The Iowa State University Press, 
S. State Ave. Ames, Iowa 50010, has 
released several good books for 
Journalists and student publications. 
These are: LIBEL: A BASIC PRO
GRAM FOR BEGINNING JOURNAL· 
ISTS and LAW ANO THE STUDENT 
PRESS. This book Is the first ever 
published which focuses on law as 
applied to the freedom of the pre11S 
for student publications. Early chap
ters deal with the problems or cen
sorship, libel, andobsenlty. The auth
ors have selected cases brought 
against school officials and student 
reporters and editors to Illustrate 
the climate of the courts during the 
years from the late 1960's to the 
early 1970's when student rlaht's 

ROBERT J. MYERS 

t:be
t:RaGen~ o_,: 

1<tcba1<nU 

were being violently demanded. This 
book should be of special Interest 

to advisors and administrators con
nected with high school, Junior col
lege, and college publications. Other 
works from this press are . DEMISE 
OF THE DEMOCRACY; THE COP· 
PERHEAD PRESS IN IOWA; THE 
RED GOOS CALL; U.S. TRADE POL
ICY & AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS; 
ART AND FASHION IN CLOTHING 
SELECTION; WORLD FOOD PRO
DUCTION, DEMAND AND TRADE; 
and STUDENT PILOT'S F LI G HT 
MANUAL. 

One really great thing that has 

come out of Watergate Is the book 
TiiE TRAGEDY OF RICHARD ll: 
TiiE LIFE AND TIMES OF RICHARD 
U (1367-1400), KING OF ENGLAND 
(1377-99), COMPARED TO THOSE 
OF RICHARD OF AMERICA IN HIS 
SECOND ADMJNISTRATION, by Rob
ert Myers, published by Acropolis 
Books Ltd., 2400 17th St., N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20009. The cast 
of characters In Myers' version of 
Shakespeare's classic Includes King 
Richard; Queen Pat; Princess Tricia; 
Richard's advisors Lord Haldeman, 
Lord Enrllchman, the Bishop of Gra
ham, Sir John Dean, Lord Henry; 
Duke Agnew and his advisors, Sir 
Victor of Gold, Sir George of Bush, 
Sir Charles of Percy; and, or course, 
The Clangblrd. The other Victor or 
Gold, the former press secreatry to 
the modern day Duke Agnew, has call· 
ed the new play "An outrageous fab
rication of 'The War of the Rose 
Garden'. My attorneys, along with 
those of Mr. Shakespeare, will see 
you In court." Nevertheless, It will 

be published along with beautiful 
Shakespearean Illustrations, Jest the 
parallel be lost. Other works rrom 

Acropolis are: SECRET WARFARE; 

CLI ,ARCUTIING· A VIEW FROM 
THI. TOP, THE AMERICAN FILM 
HERITAGE; TENNIS FOR EVERY· 
ONE. AN APOLOGY FOR PRINTERS 
by Ben Frankin; MONSTER HUNT; 
and PACIFIC PARADISE ON A LOW 
BUDGET 

For lntelllgent Western reading, the 
OU Press, 900 Asp Ave. , Room 350, 
Norman, Okla., 73069 has several 
good novels. An example or this Is 
PASO POR AQUI by Eugene Rhodes. 
His book captures the free, lonely, 
self-reliant, skilled, eternally optl· 
mlstlc essence or his West. END OF 
TRAIL Is a work about James Fras
er's sculpture of the same name 
It Is the story behind the restora
tion and enshrinement or the · 'Pl eta 
of the West"', as the author calls It, 
and the story of Amerlca·smostfam
our husband and wife sculptors. The 
Frasers story Includes his design
Ing the buffalo-Indian-head nickel, 
and famous men. Together Fraser 
and his wife, Laura. adorned the 
facades. bridgeheads, parks, and pub
lic halls of America with some of Its 
finest monumental sculpture, 

For general Interesting reading, 
Penquln books have several books. 
STUDENTS! DO NOT PUSH YOUR 
TEACHER DOWN THE STAIRS ON 
FRIDAY by Alan Jones Is the true 
story of bedlam and buffoonery In 
a ghetto school. It la a fWllly book· • 
but It Is also a shocking and vitally 
Important book. 

Other titles are: ANY OLD WAY 
YOU CHOOSE IT; THE DISCOVERY 
OF AMERICA; COMING OF AGE: 
THE U.S. DURING THE 1920's AND 
1930's; WAR ANO PEACE; A WHAl,E 
FOR THE KILLING; MARY WOLL
STONECRAFT; and HOW THE GOV· 
ERNMENT BREAKS THE LAW. 

By KAREN REX 

well as advanced degrees.·· .. 
• 'Our students are doing a good Job 

for their employers. and are usually 

working In responsible positions soon 
after graduation,' ' he went on. ""Our 

course or study , extremely broad 
In nature. and 1,, .... es our students to 
choose most or lhelr courses fron 
electives. rather than regimented,, · 
ademic requirt•ments · 

He added that this broa<I cour ~ 
or study better prepares rAMI 
journalism graduates to tackle a , 
task set before them t~ II politic., 
writing. public relations scienr1• n· 

port Ing or photography 
Citing one TAMI' journalism l!rBd· 

ua1,, who Is now ;1 top wrlll'r for 
a nallonal news maRIIZine. l.eobosald 
that TAMU's graduate perlorm11nce is 
Impressing editors and information 
dirf.'ctors. and they are lett Ing their 
satlsflictlon with their Aggie staffers 
bt· known 

· ·This is true ror graduates or 
other Texas universities." he c-laim
ed. " With 10 per cent of all ac 
credited Journalism departments in 
the country being located In Texas, 
I believe this state is becoming the 
heartland of American journalism · · 

He said that although the Midwest 
and Ivy Leaaue schools enjoy the 
reputation or being tops in journal
ism training, their enrollments are 
quite small compared to Texas In· 
stitutlons. and students are encount· 
erlng more difficulty in l(alnlng _en
trance to the traditional Journalism 

leaders. 
"'We are training more people. and 

our graduates are getting more In
terested now in ability than academ• 
!c pedigree, 11nd I am convinced our 
graduates, with their wide, liberal 
academic background, are prepared 
to meet the challenge CJf communl· 
eating In this complex. diversified 
society or our." 

GOOD SEASON . . . Base
ball time is here again, not 
only in the major leagues, but 
on the sandlots, even at Miami 
Beach where lovely Bed:, Pres
cott poses prettily waiting for 
the game to get underway. 

World Rulers 
Cats once ruled the world, ac

cording to a Chinese legend. But 
one day a council of the oldest 
and wisest cats concluded the 
world wasn't worth their effort. 
The fable relates that they turned 
the task over to the next highest 
form of animal life, man, and 
cats have been retired ever since. 

High Growtni? 
In Nepal, farmers prefer rice 

to other grain crops and cultivate 
the highest paddies on eaarth, as 
high as 8,000 feet above sea level. 



Page 10,, Malnland Comet, Monday, May 13, 1974 

RIC AND CARL 

COFFEE HOUSE 

\ 
Photos By Zonetto Burnett 



--

SALUTE TO THE CHAMPS! ' ' ' • • • 

Photos By 
Marilyn T urner and Jerry Ande rson 

-

Mainland Comet, Monday, May 13, 1974, Page l1 

s 
p 
0 
R•
T 
S AT COM 

VOLLEYBALL 
CONGRADULATIONS to COM Co-ed 

volleyball team for taking third place 
on a most points scored basis in 
the Alvin Tournament. 

Others to participate in various 
events were: Colen Blackburn. 2nd, 
table- tennis: Robert Ruiz. badminton 
doubles: singles badminton. Tony Ag
uil ar placed 2nd, In women 's table 
tennis, Rockann Ells placed 2nd; An
ita Vanhavaverbek placed first. 

Additional participants were Wayne 
Heckler, and John Parker in tennis 
doubles: In singles, Rick Stevens and 
Mike Johns; In Women' s doubles, Kar 
en Williams and Teri Hildenbrand. 
Only Debbie made It to the quarter 
finals In women's singles. 

GOLF 
With three matches completed the 

COM golf team Is tied for the Con
fer ence lead with Br azosport College 

With one regular season meet and the 

By SPACE WASHINGTON 

Conference tournament to be played, 
both teams have accumulated 12 
points The complete standings are 
as follows 

I. College of the Mainland · 12 
pts. 

2. Brazosport College - i 2 pts 
3. Wharton Junior College · 5 pts 
4 . Alvin Junior College · 4 pts. 
5. Galveston College - 4 pts. 

POOL 
In the semester's long awaited 

Men's Pool Tourna.ment, Jerome 
"Yachty" &:ott under extreme pres
sure from the "Hot Shooting" Issac 
" Pancho" Toliver, came away with 
1st place trophy, llterally by the skin 
of his teeth. Making an Impressive 
showing was Arthur Edison, who was 
3rd. 

Others competing were as follows: 
Jose Trevino. Mark Smlt)l ,.andClem
on Stevens. 

/ 

ARTHUR J ACKSON 
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May Astrology Aspects 
By .TAN HELPENSTll..L 

,.~ARIES - theRam. Flre, Car· 
dlnal . (March 21 -Aprll 20) Control 
your temper , or else serious hassels 

could develop. Try to be helpful 
and friendly. Money could be a has• 
sel If you don't watch what you spend. 

~TAURUS · the Bull. Earth, 
fixed. (April 21 -May 21). This month 
will bring excitement to your llfe, 
through parties, evenings out and a 
new romance. Health Is very Im· 
port ant , so watch It or your health 
could cause you some problems. 

~EMINI • the Twins. AJr , 
Mutable. (May 22· June2J)Therecan 
be an adventurous turn to your ca• 
reer through your ability to seize 
an opportunity which appears sud• 
denly. Income and budget stabilize 
but there must be a balance so that 
the latter does not exceed the !orm · 
er. 

8 t:)cANCER · the Crab. Water, 
Cardinal. (June 22-July 23) Lites' 
problems will smooth out. Yet, watch 
those who make light promises about 
money matters. 

Jl~EO the Lion. Fire, fixed. 
(July 24-August 23) You w111 be mak· 
Ing mam new friends In May, as 
sprinii orlngs more people out-of· 
doors. A new hobby Is In the making, 
because of this a new business op• 
portunlty will open up. 

·~ VIRGO • the Virgin, Earth, 
Mutable. (August 24-Sepiember 23) 
;,s,,~.ng fev.,r h, y'Ollr problem but you 
wlll soon get your head together. Now 
It's a good time to consider new bu
siness deals. 

4 ,f! LIBRA · the Scales. AJr, 

$ZO,OOO For Sea Shell? 
The Emperor Francis the First 

of Austria paid the equivalent of 
$20,000 for a precious wentletrap 
sea shell. 

cardinal. (September 24-October 23) 
Keep the scales balanced with all 
your friends. Yet, It may till when ro• 
mance enters your llfe. Don' t hesl· 
tate to let friends and family know 

your opinions. 

II\, ~ 'SCORPIO · the Scorpion. 
Water , fixed. (October 25-November 
22) Your Job can be extremely re• 
warding, urging you take a big step 
up. You and a love go step by step 
back over your relationship and un
just recriminations may surface. 

. JIC"4c~sAGITI'ARJUS . the Archer. 
Fire, Mutable. (November 23-De
cember 21) Finances could cause has• 
sels In May. An old friend could 
surprise you by starting an Incl• 
dent which might bring an end to 
your friendship. 

1(1~ CAPRICORN • the Goat. 
Earth, Cardinal. (December 22· Jan• 
uary 20) You have thoughts about the 
future and some decisions which you 
have to make. A new business ven
ture will be available. 

~~ AQUARIUS · the Waterbear• 
er. Air, Fixed. (January 21-Febru• 
ary 19) Problems that arise should 
be minor unless you let them get 
out of hand. Try spending more time 
with old friends while making new 
ones. 

)(©' PISCES • the Fish. Water, 
Mutable. (February 20-March 20) 
Pisces can expect much excitement 

on the date scene. Friends and lo• 
vers combine and recombine; you find 
yourself constantly mulling over a 
list or newly unpaired companions 
and like what you see. 

Traffic Signs 
An estimated $1 billion has 

been spent on traffic signs in the 
United States since the dawn of 
the automobile age. 

••••••••••••••••••••••• Classified Ads 

••••••••••••••••••••••• 
FOR SALE • Take up payments on 
1970 Plymouth Duster - good con• 
dltlon. Have one car too many. Call 
938-4883 or 935-3041. 

FOR SALE: Flat Spider convertible. 
U Interested contact Rick Stevens at 
the Student Center. 

FOR SALE: Books: Introduction to 
Patient Care, Kozler, Dugas. ($4); 

Pharmocology In Nursing, Bergenson. 
($6); Taber's Medical Dictionary. All 
these rare excellent nursing texts at 
reduced prices. If Interested contact 
935- 5567. 

FOR SALE: 1966 Chrysler Newport 
In good condition. U Interested call 
935-5127. 

FOR SALE: 1 white vanity dresser. 
with 4 desk drawers. Dresser In 
excellent condition. Contact Mrs. 
Gertrude Maller at 945 · 6443 or see 
at 120 13th St. 

WANTED: Part• time help [or the Tex• 
as City Marina. Male to work at the 

marina and female to do light office 
work. U Interested contact Mr. Stucky 
at the Texas City Marina, 948-8566. 

WANTED: Qualifted lifeguards to 
work at the COM swlmmln_g p<><!l and 
also students to work in the equip-

ment room. If Interested contact Ed 
Brown Jr. at Ext. 420 from 5· W 
p.m. weekdays. 

WANTED-Old bicycles for parts. 925-
2649, Alta Loma . 

FOR SALE-'72 Honda 500 Four. New 
tir es, clutch and Jarden 2 1nto I 
headers. $850. Contact Pete Curran. 

FOR SALE· '72 Toyota Corolla station 
wagon. $2150. Loaded. 938-7760. 

FOR SALE-Fibreglass '68 Dunebug• 
gy, needs engine, $450. Call Jerome 
948-4638 

FOR SALE • ' '72 Javelin. Excellent 
cond. Automatic, air. 938-8506 after 
3p.m. 

FOR SALE-Slze8yellowformal , worn 
only once. $15. Call 945-2453. 

FOR SALE · Beautiful .. Priscilla" 
wedding gown and veil, white, size 
8- 10. Call 945-4087 after 6 p.m. 

This Is available free space !or YOUR 
Classified Ad. How about selling those 
used books, out-grown bicycles, extra 
car you don't need (or can' t afford). 
clothing, or anything you don't want 
or can 't use. This Is the place-ad• 
vertlse. 

--

~ CULTURE -..,.. ... ,. 
~ CORNER 

RECORDS 
Very Special Love Songs recorded 

by Charlie Rich on Epic 1974. 
Char lie Rich brings a maturity to 

country and western music that Is 
lacking In some other performers. 
His Is more mood music than so 
much musical melodrama. But still 
there Is a little sentimentality In 
some of the songs on one of his new 
albums, "Very Special Love Songs. " 

His flrst cut on side one, "A Very 
Special Love Song" . does not have 
the real country flavor ; It Is a uni• 
versa! recording, sounding good for 
any style. " Take Time to Love'' Is 
also on side one but It kind of drags, 
a strong beat Is missing. However, 
" A SatJs[led Man" also on side one 
makes up for It with a strong tempo. 
"A Field of Yellow Daisies" con· 
eludes the first half. It Is a rather 
non descrlpt piece. 

The album kind of detereates on 
the second side with "Almost Per
suaded'' which Is a pure bar room 
hillbilly song about temptation and 
Its close call. 

The second side Is revived to an 
extent with his singing of ''There 
Won't Be Any More" which has made 
It high on the cha.rts. 

' 'He Follows My Footsteps' ' is 
a piece following country music tra• 
dltlons of a theme of strong family 
feeling. ''Stay'' Is another one about 
family and infidelity 

All In all It Is not a bad album 
to drink beer by on a Saturday nlght. 

By JO LYNN SMITH 
SAINTS & SINNERS, 
JOHNNY WINTER, 

COLUMBIA RECORDS. 
Being a Jong standing fan of John• 

ny ·Winter. I hate to have to admit 
that I don't believe his latest album 
SAINTS & SINNERS Is exactly up to 
par. There Is no really outstanding 
guitar work on the album, and John· 
ny Winter wrote oniy two or the songs 
on It. The album does have some 
highlights though. 

The highlight on side one Is an 
old Rolling Stones song ''Stray Cat 
Blues''. Johnny always seems to do a 
good version or any or the Rolling 
Stones songs that he records, and 
this Is no exception. This song of• 
fers the best guitar work on the al• 
bum. The acoustics are really great. 
Winter handles the vocals Just right. 
This Is by far the strongest song 
on the album. 

The highlight on side two Is "Hurt• 
In' so Bad". This Is one of the two 
songs on the album that Johnny wrote. 
It Is a slow, soft, brassy kind or 
blues that Winter handles very well. 
It's too bad he doesn't do more of 
this kind of work on the album. Also, 

the vocals are handled very well, 
and the brass Is well balanced with 
the rest of the Instruments. 

Unfortunately, the rest of the songs 
aren't nearly as well done as the 
highlights. In spots the music ls not 
at all well balanced. In the song 
"Blinded by Love" , the words are not 
even clear over the music. The same 
Is true for "Riot in Cell Block 
#9' '. Also, some of the songs seem 
llke flllers on the album. "Feedback 
on Highway 101" has the feel of the 
old Johnny Winter as on the album 
LIFE STORY, but the string section 
seems out of place. All I can say for 
" Boney Maroney" Is, lt 'snlcetoknow 
Johnny Winter has a sense of humor. 
The only thing that ''Thirty Days' ' has 
going for It Is some pretty fair 
boogie piano. 

Johnny. Winter Is known malnly for 
his guitar work. This album, sadly 
enough, does not contain any really 
outstanding guitar work like the prev• 
lous recordings. The highlights are 
his work on "Stray Cat Blues", and 
"Hurtln' so Bad", In which he real• 
ly catches the power or the song. 
Johnny's sllde guitar on the songs 
"Rollin' 'cross the Country" , and 
"Riot In Cell Block #9" are not out· 
standing at all compared to his us. 
ually excellant style. The guitar work 
as a whole, though smoothly done, 
lacks the vigor and enthusiasm that 
Johnny ordinarily carrys. Johnny Is 
a really talented artist, and I hope 
that he doesn't slack off on his work 
like so many otbers tend to do. 

By GREG BURNS 

MOVIES 

Woody Allen, one of the funniest 
men In the movies, plays a hilarious 
lead role In the movie THE SLEEPER. 
From the very start Woody Is placed 
Into the most strange comedy sltua• 
tions you have ever seen. 

The story starts out with a topic 
we all love to dream about, the future . 
Woody Is frozen In the nlntenth cen• 
tury for a common cold and by some 
quirk of fate was left In the hos• 
pita! for a century. Later he Is un• 
frozen and· placed Into a comedy 
situation. 

The comedy starts when Woody runs 
from the authorities and makes his 
get away by stealing a car with a 
girl In It . 

Woody while trying to get away 
acts like a robot servant In a couples 
house, steals a giant fruit from a 
garden and steals the president's 
nose. 

The movie Is put together extreme• 
ly well and I think it will keep you 
In stlches most of the time. It Is a 
movie straight out of the Woody Al· 
Jen's wild and strange Imagination. 

If you are in the mood for horror 
filcks you have to see THE BAT 
PEOPLE, staring Stewart Mers. The 
film depicts the horror of a man 
turning Into a bat. 

The film stllrts with a man and 

his wife going on a guided tour of 
a cavern where the man Is bitten 
by a bat. From that moment on the 
man Is not the same and gradually 
turns Into a bat. 

If you want to see a horror flick 
with a new , twist and a surprise 
ending you have got to see this one. 

By WAYNE HAMILTON 

THE STING 

The movie, THE STING, stars Paul 
Newman, Robert Redford, Robert 
Shaw and other favorites. The movie 
is set in the depression era of the 
1930's, In that gangster paradise 
known as Chicago. 

Robert Redford plays a small time 
con who teams up with a pro, Paul 
Newman. Together they work at put• 
ting the sting on Robert Shaw, big 
time con man. 

Newman and Redfor.ds gang set Shaw 
up for the sting In an Interesting 
and entertalnlng way. Excitement and 
enthusiasm grows as Redford keeps 
getting Into tight places and almost 
blowing the whole deal. 

Changing the scenes, uslngoldtlme 

black and white pictures and the silent 
movie music, added that delightful 
air of the 30's. The costuming and 
the portrayal of the way of life de• 
plcts that part of America's history. 
The hard feelings of the depression 
are overlooked, for this Is a light 
comedy about cons In the 30' s , not 
the harshness of the depression . 

The ending or the movie Is dlf• 
ferent and delightfully surprising. 
The Sting, will make you laugh, sigh 
and gasp as they take you through the 

con world of the 1930's. 
By ALANNA CLARK 

f., SPRIN(i SAVINGS 

O~ER~~~N~ R: , 
).t,' BEFORE MAY 22 AND GET A BIG 

$4 DISCOUNT'. ' ' ' ' 

Roberts' Siladium Ring---

• better tha .. gold 
at lower than gold 
prices: 

• guaranteed for life'. 
com 

Bookstore 
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Student Elections Draw Small 

Careers: 
One of the most important 

decisions in your life is choosing a 
career. THE MAINLAND 
COMET will run a series of 
"Your Career Choice" in each 
edition. We hope these articles 
will be helpful in finding your 
career, and welcome your com
ments. 

Graffic Arts 
Graphic Arts is offered at 

College of the Mainland as a one 
year degree program. There are 
four specific job areas: layout, 
11"Ul.,t:a ........ ~ug, v::..,c:~ p,•~b:tkn~n, 
and offset cameramen. 

Will you fit in the Graphic Arts 
program? Yes, if you have any of 
the following background inter
ests-accurate, slow typing, 
mechanical or artistic drawing 
skills, amateur photography, 
mechanical ability or neat work 
habits. 

I spoke to several students in 
the Graphic Arts program and 
asked them for their comments. I 
asked Lou Coffey, "How do you 
feel about your Graphic Arts' 
classes?" Lou replied, "At first, I 
was confused but now I have a 
better understanding of what I'm 
supposed to do and I feel that I 
will be able to be creative in this 
course." 

During the Graphic Arts year, 
many activities are planned. 
Technical representatives, serv
icemen, and experts give guest 
lectures. The students go on two 
all-day field trips to Houston and 
Galveston visiting different 
places that employ Graphic Art
ists. Students in the final semes
ter visit Houston for all-day 
training on some of the newest 
Graphic Arts equipment. 

When the students are ready 
to be employed, Sandra Shoup, 
the Graphic Arts Instructor, and 
Althea Choates, Technical-V oca
tional Counselor, work together 
in preparing students for em
ployment. Personal interview 
orientations are planned prior to 
actual interviews. Mock inter
views take place between Ms. 
Choates and the student. After
wards, the student is better 
prepared and more confident of 
his interview for a job. 

After one year of the Graphic 
Arts program, a student can 
qualify himself for a variety of 
jobs. If interested in Graphic 
Arts, contact Sandra Shoup, Flo 
Slaney, or Althea Choates. 

New Look 

for Comet 
The MAINLAND COMET will 

have a "new look" this fall. It will 
also have new publication dates: 
The first and fifteenth of each 
month. The only exception to 
these dates will be if they fall on 
a week-end. When this happens 
the following Monday will be 
publication date. 

The deadline for articles to be 
turned in to the staff will be no 
later than one week prior to the 
publication date. There will be no 
exceptions except through ap
proval of the Managing Editor. 

Persons wishing to have pho
tos taken for publication, please 
contact the News Editor, Ron 
Burleson, or the staff photo
grapher, Bill Byous. Photo re
quest forms are available at the 
MAINLAND COMET office, 
Room 218 of the Student Center. 

Guest editorials and "Letters 
to the Editor" are welcome. 
These must be signed; no anon
ymous editorials or letters will 
be printed. Editorials may be 
submitted by either students, 
faculty, administrators, or any
one else involved at C.O.M. 

The office phone is 938-1211, 
Ext. 323 or 324, or call Managing 
Editor, Donna Berend, at 948-
8896, or News Editor, Ron 
Burleson, at 337-1675. lnforma-

Students watch election rally. 

Student Spotlight: 
Columbian Beauty 

Miss Norma Garcia of Columbia 
is October "Spotlight" student. 
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tion may also be mailed to The 
MAINLAND COMET, College of 
the Mainland, Texas City, Tx 
77590. 

This month's Spotlight turns 
to Miss Norma Garcia from 
Columbia. Norma is 5' 3" tall, 100 
lbs., and has brown hair and 
green eyes. She is beautiful, 
sweet and full of laughter. 

She has lived in the States four 
years and resides in Texas City 
with her family. 

Norma enjoys playing the 
guitar and drums, and eating. 
When asked what her favorite 
foods were, she giggled and said, 
"Anything and everything as 
long as it's food." As far as 
music is concerned, Norma chose 
Helena as her favorite song
writer and Claudia as her favor
ite singer. (Both are from South 
America.) Her favorite song is 
"The Night Chicago Died." Nor
qia:s ideal book is Papillion and 
she enjoys watching Donald 
Duck and horror films. 

Norma has not yet decided on 
her major but she would like to 
go into the field of dentistry. She 
finds the students and faculty at 
C.O.M. very friendly and helpful 
and she has no complaints 
concerning our college. 

Norma is planning to be 
married January 3rd to Ray 
Lease from Texas City. They 
have decided to spend their 
honeymoon in Columbia. 

TAKE 

ONE 

Texas City, Tx 77590 

Crowd 
Teresa Caulk 

Brings in 

Most Votes 

Teresa Caulk gathered the 
most votes of any candidate with 
111 votes in last Tuesday's 
student senate election. Don 
"Shep" Sheperd pulled 106 votes 
to dominate the sophomore sen
ate election. 

This year's freshman senators 
are Jerry Bloom, Teresa Caulk. 
Mike Davidaon, Louis Hunter, 
Tom Leonard, and Henry West
moreland. Sophomore senators 
are Micheal Foxworth, Don 
"Shep" Sheperd, Sharon McKen
na, Max Montegut, Kay Meyers 
A&.U 0\!111,t., I ca &.lhlJ:!t. 

Approxamately 200 people 
voted in the election which was 
conciderably better than last 
year's turnout. Due to a problem, 
the final tally was not given until 
Wednesday morning. 

Cheerleaders 
Announced 

Tryouts for Comet Cheerlead
ers were held September 23 in 
the Student Center. Two hun
dred students truned out to vote 
September 24. 

It was a close race but the new 
cheerleaders are as follows: 
Teresa Caulk, Melissa Brister, 
Linda D'Ascenzo, Judy Carrier, 
Carol Boyd, and Beverly Pruitt. 

The cheerleaders advisor will 
be Beverly Douglas from Contin
uing Education. 
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Editorial 

Guest Editorial 

Vending Machine-itis 
I have noticed that the vending 

machines in the Tech-Voe build
ing are not the best in the world. 
They give out cold, rotten 
sandwiches which can cause 
some people to become ill, 
because they are so old. I, for 
one, became sick from one of 
these sandwiches-

The Coke machines take your 
money and then decide not to do 
anything. Sometimes they do do 
something- forget to drop the 
cup and then pour your Coke, or 
what-have-you, out. A friend of 
mine received a cup containing 
syrup and no carbonated drink. 

I have just lately bought a cup 
of coffee from a machine, and 
found a roach floating on top of it. 
Another day, I witnessed some
one push the button for coffee 
and cold coffee came out. My 

friend received cold, chocolate 
water instead of hot, whipped 
chocolate. 

The candy machines are made 
not to give change, and when you 
don't have the right amount, that 
is a pain in the neck. 

I believe there should be 
something done about t his. 
Where do the students start, 
from the top or the bottom? How 
do we get things done about the 
vending machines? If we did try, 
would anything by done? Please 
speak out about the conditions 
which these machines are in, and 
give your views about t hem. 
Glo Sutton 

[Ed. note: The MAINLAND 
COMET staff is checking into the 
above problem and will present a 
report in a future issue.] 

Education Is 
"Why would you want to go 

back to school now? You have a 
family, home, job, and plenty of 
outside activities to keep you 
busy. What do you need more 
cduc..tion fllr.2::.-T.l:i.r..~ sum
mary of the comments I received 
when I announced to my friends 
that I had registered at the 
College of the Mainland. 

Indeed, why would a woman 
want to go back to school when 
her life seems to be "set" and her 
future planned? Let me answer 
that question with another: why 
does anyone go on to college? A 
person can get a job with just a 
high school diploma. 

I first attended college, as 
many do, upon graduation from 
high school. For me, at that time, 
and for many, college was just an 
extension of the high school 
years. It's the finishing touches 
of an educational career that 
began with kindergarten. 

For many others, college is a 
chance to "make it" in our 
society. It is a means to have a 
better opportunity in today's 
labor market. Some attend col-

lege because their parents had 
the dream that their children 
should receive the education 
they were unable to obtain for 
themselves. There are probably 
:u m:iny var ied reasons for. 
attending college as ther e are 
students in college. 

Why am I here? At this point 
in my life, education is not just a 
means to an end. It is an 
experience of growing, opening 
the mind and clearing away the 
cobwebs of an isolated existence. 
Education is learning how to 
become involved in the world 
around me. 

Perhaps the courses I take 
here will open up a new career or 
a new way of life to me. There 
may even be financial benefits 
for me in the future. But at the 
present these things are irrele
vant. If I gain nothing more than 
a better understanding of myself 
and my brothers and sisters on 
this earth, then I will have 
reached my goal. 

Where do your goals lie? It's 
really something to think about 
in the coming months at C.0 .M. 
Donna Berend 

LATEX Conference 
Held at COM 

Improving junior college 
instruction was the concern of 
the first El Conjunto LATEX 
conference held September 13 
through 15 at College of the 
Mainland. El Conjunto LATEX is 
an informal consortium of 
Louisiana and Texas community 
colleges sanctioned by the South
ern Association of Colleges and 
Schools, 

Participating in the conference 
were faculty members from 
Laredo Junior College, Texas 
Southmost College, Delgado Col
lege, St. Phillips ColJege, College 
of the Mainland, University of 
Houston at Clear Lake City, 

Galveston College, and Alvin 
Junior College, as well as repre
sentatives from the Southern 
Association of Colleges and 
Schools. 

"This first conference was 
really a commitment to a begin
ning," observed Ray V. Felger , 
Director of Coordinated Bilingual 
Studies, at Laredo Junior Col
lege. "Our basic purpose was to 
share ideas and materials, as well 
as to set up a means of 
cooperatively developing new 
instructional materials for biol
ogy, history, mathematics, chem
istry, physics, English, and Span
ish." 

Th,· MAJNLA'.',;I> COMET 

COM Enrollment Nears 2000 
Enrollment at College of the 

Mainland continued the dramatic 
upward trend of the summer 
sessions with 1925 students 
register ing for t he fall semester, 
an increase of 23 per cent over 
last year's enrollment of 1553. 

The sharpest increase was 
registered in the Academic Divi
sion, with particular emphasis in 
the professional programs, such 
as engineering, pre-med, pr e-law 
and pre-dentistry. 

George Thomas, Associate 
Dean for Academic Programs, 
pointed out that history and 
chemistry courses noted an in
crease of 25 percent, with 
biology, psychology, physics and 
chemistry not far behind. 

He also pointed out that the 
foreign language program had 
expanded to include French and 
German, in addition to Spanish. 

"This is the first time we have 
been able to offer a broad foreign 
language program for our trans
fer students and we hope to 
expand it further as the need 
arises," Thomas explained. 

An overall increase of 10 per 
cent was noted in Technical-Vo
cational programs, with many 
evening courses, such as Auto 
Technology and Welding, closed 
out early due to popular demand. 

"Registration for Drafting 131 
doubled over last year's figure, 
with many more women enrolled 
this . year than ever before," 
commented William Perry, As
sociate Dean for Technical-Voca
tional Programs. 

In the Business Division, en· 
rollment increases in Account· 
ing, Economics, Business Law 
and Introduction to Business 
necessitated a last-minute switch 
to larger classrooms. All courses 
in the skills area, such as Typing, 
Office Procedures, and Data 
Processing, registered substan• 
tial enrollment increases. 

In analyzing the enrollment 
figures, Gary Ferden, Director of 
Admissions, noted a decided 
increase in the number of even
ing students. 

"In addition to an increase in 
the recent high school graduates, 
we've noticed a spurt in the 
number of students who hold 
full-time jobs during the day," 
Ferden observed. "These are 
both young people and older 
residents, who are taking cours
es to upgrade their livelihood 
skills, to enter new occupational 
fields, or for personal enrich
ment." 

"We have many women who 
have raised their families and 
decide its their turn," Ferden 
explained. "Many of them enroll 
with a degree goal in mind, while 
others come with personal en
richment in mind. When we're 
reaching this broad a spectrum of 
students, I feel College of the 
Mainland is meeting its commit
ment as a COMMUNITY institu
tion." 

One of the most dramatic 
increases- approximately 30 per 
cent-was registered by veter
ans. 

"We concentrated on an out• 
rea<·h effort to let vctcra ns know 
what College of the Mainland had 
to offer t hem," ohscrved Dwight 
Fullingim, Assistant Director of 
Veterans Affairs and Student 
Recruitment. "In addition, when 
the veterans came in to see us, 
we were able to offer them 
individualized attention in pre· 
paring their programs," he 
added. 

Another factor in C.O.M.'s 
strong enrollment increase, 
which is counter to recent 
national trends, is the opening of 
the University of Houston at 
Clear Lake City. 

"Many residents are becoming 
aware of the fact they may take 
the first two year s at C.0.M. and 
then transfer to the new campus 
for their baccalaureate degree," 
Ferden commented. "With infla
tion be coming an overiding 
factor, many people will decide to 
complete their college education 
locally at a fraction of the cost 
they would have to pay at an 
institution away from home," he 
added. 

Ferden pointed out that some 
courses are st ill open under 
continuous enrollment, and inter
ested persons should contact t he 
Admissions Office for detailed 
information. The phone number 
is 938-1211, Ext. 264 (337-1631 in 
Dickinson and the Clear Lake 
Area.) 

COM Grailuate Receives $2000-Sclf olars1i1p 

Doris Benford, Jr., a recent 
graduate of Gollege of the 
Mainland, has recently been 
awarded a $2,000 scholarship by 
Mission Support of Dallas, to be 
used for further study at 
Houston Baptist University, 
where Doris is now majoring in 
music and theology. Benfore is 
t he son of Rev. D.N. Benford, 
pastor of the Rising Star Baptist 
Church in Texas City. He re
ceived his Associate in Arts 
degree from C.0.M. in 1973, 

studying piano with Susan 
Smeltzer, nationally-known pian
ist and artist-in-residence at the 
college. He also studied music 
theory with Larry Stanley, new
ly-appointed Chairman of the 
Division of Humanities. 

While at C.O.M., Benford 
served as the piano accompanist 
for the Mainland Chorale and the 
C.O.M. Singers. He was t he 
college's first participant in the 
GuJf Coast Junior Colleges Inter-

collegiate Conference. 
"Doris was our first piano 

major when the music depart
ment was established," com
mented Mrs. Smeltzer. "He's a 
very talented pianist and I'm 
confident we'll be hearing about 
him in the years ahead.'' 

Benford considers music an 
integral part of his life. Looking 
ahead, he intends to continue 
combining his musical talents 
with his church activities. 

I 
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Features 
Chatterbox: 

Q. If you could, what would you lilce to chanoe at COM? 

Bob Smith, Director of Student 
Life 
A. That the primary concern of 
aU individuals making up the 
C.O.M. community be that of 
growth and development, both 
educational and social through 
sharing. 

Karen Atkinson, Program Advis• 
or 

A. That the students at C.O.M. 
become more involved in all 
aspects of the college-program
wise, educational interests, and 
outside community projects. 

The Record Shop 
11E L & P'' - Live 

If you are one of those live 
album freaks, your dream has 
come true. If you dig on good 
heavy rock and live albums, your 
dream has really come ~e; 

"Welcome Back My Friends to 
the Show That Never Ends" by 
Ladies and Gentlemen Emerson, 
Lake, and Palmer puts it all 
together. An entire concert 
taped from their American tour. 

If you have never bought an 
"E.L.&P." album, and want a 
conglomerate of their greatest 
works, this is the one to buy. It 
starts off with "Hoedown," then 
into some "Brain Salad Surgery" 
with "Jurusalem" and "Tocatata" 
which included a drum solo by 
Carl Palmer on his jewel encrust
ed two ton stainless steal drum 
set. The English trio then trips 
into "Tarkus" followed by "Aqua
tarkus," in which Emmerson's 
moogs rip away almost making 
you check to see whether the 
record is warped or your tape 
deck is eating the tape. "E.L.& 
P." then really shows some of its 
talent with "Take a Pebble" 
which included "Still You Turn 

Me On" and "Lucky Man" by 
Greg Lake on accoustic guitar. A 
medley of "Jeremy Bender"and 
"The Sheriff' follow the conclu
sion --0f "Take a Pebble." 

Now "E.L.&P." take off into 
"Karn Evil 9," their trip to the 
future. The "Brain Salad Surg
ery" hit, now extended to over 
half an hour, gives you the 
chance to hear "E.L.&P." at their 
finest with Keith Emmerson's 
keyboard wizardry leading the 
way. Lake's vocals bring the epic 
of man vs. computer to the 
listener in fine style. The finale 
comes when man triumphs and 
the computer dies as the crowd 
gasps and then bursts into 
uncontrollable applause. 

This album is almost indescrib
ably perfect, for a live album. 
The British trio has really done 
their all in putting together this 
almost 110 minutes of moogs, 
electric and accoustic guitar, and 
synthesized drums which is 
Emerson, Lake and Palmer. 
"Welcome Back My Friends" 
would be an exhilarating addition 
to any collection. Joe Hensley 

Senior Citizens to Perform 

When the faces one usuaUy 
finds in an audience are suddenly 
on stage, it's a phenomenon. At 
College of the Mainland, it's a 
course called Theatre for Sen
iors, to be offered on an informal 
12-week basis as part of the 
coUege's Senior Citizens Pro
gram. 

Instructor for the course is Bea 
Weberlein, well-known in the 
area for her on-stage and back
stage experience. She has direct
ed plays for the Texas Commun
ity Theatre and C.O.M.'s Main
land Community Theatre, also 
serving as producer for the latter 
during the past season. 

"I've always enjoyed working 
with older people in the theatre," 
Mrs. Weberlein observed. "They 

seem to have a marvelous bank 
of life experiences to draw on 
when they're defining a role." 

Her most recent experience 
with seasoned troupers was in 
the college's June production of 
"Breath of Spring," which she 
directed. The average age of the 
cast was 65, with no one under 62 
and one member a lively,>72. 

Mrs. Weberlein stressed t hat 
the course would be fun. "We're 
going to do a great many creative 
exercises to improve concentra
tion power as well as learn basic 
acting movements," she explain
ed."We'U have poetry readings, 
monologues and improvization
all building up to presenting a 
play at the end of the course.'' 

Charles Carraway, Student 

A. I find everything satisfactory 
but I do think student activities 
need to be improved. 

Stevie 

Strilces 
Again 

Stevie Wonder strikes again 
with his new album "Fulfilling
ness' First Finale." Stevie uses 
combined talents of creativity in 
writing and refreshing clarity-in 
delivery, which turns out sounds 
full of feeling. 

Wonder smoothes out the day 
in "Too Shy to Say" with his 
soothing voice, piano, and a 
floating steel guitar. Stevie and 
friends get funky playing "Boo
gie on Reggae Woman," with the 
use of slurred style similar to 
"Sly." 

"Please Don't Go," undoubted
Iv the best cut of the album, 
;wings in Stevie Wonder's own 
style to make you feel right. The 
background vocals slide in and. 
out while the piano, guitars, and 
drums lay a solid base of melody 
and rhythm. 

Stevie Wonder made a big 
sweep of last year's Grammy 
Awards, thanks mainly to "Sun
shine of My Life," and my guess 
says he'U do it again with 
"Fulfillingness' First Finale," on 
Tamla Records. Cliff Mabry 

.. 1 feel the group can meet a 
very critical need in the commun
ity," Mrs. Weberlein commented. 
"We receive many calls from the 
area's nursing homes asking us 
to present some live entertain
ment to their shut-in members. 
I'm hoping this group can serve 
as a traveling troupe to meet this 
existing need," she declared. 

Instruction will be on a group, 
as well as one-to-one basis, with a 
great deal of demonstration. 
Music will be used extensively 
throughout the course. 

"I feel the course can prove 
invaluable in building self-confi
dence, an ability to express 
oneself, as well as unplugging the 
well of creativity which is in all of 
us," she declared, adding that all 
this could be accomplished with
out going "onstage," and that 
appearing in the play would be 
on a voluntary basis. 

bv Teresa Caullc 

Mitch Roberts, Student 

A. There needs to be bet ter 
eating facilities and more trees. 

Cherri Gordon in 
Cherri Gordon, a sophomore in 

C.O.M.'s Fine Arts program, will 
play a cynical restaurant owner 
in "Bus Stop," opening at College 
of the Mainland's Arena Theater 
on September 27 and running 
September 28, October 4, 5, 11, 
and 12. 

Cherri will be remembered for 
her robust performance as the 
sharp-tongued wife in C.O.M.'s 
recent production of "The Tam
ing of the Shrew.'' She played the 
same role several years ago in 
Clear Creek High School's pro
duction of "Fiddler.'' 

The cast features such season
ed performers as Frank Myers, 
La Marque, who played the lead 
in "The Taming of the Shrew," as 
well as many other local 

Liz Crum, Student 

A. I love everything about 
C.O.M. but I would like to see 
more trees. 

"Bus Stop" 

productions; Margaret Easter
ling, as Cher ie, a Texas City High 
School graduate who last 
appeared in "Arsenic and Old 
Lace;" and Cherri Gordon, who 
will be remembered for her role 
as the tart-tongued wife in 
"Fiddler on the Roof.'' 

A special season ticket is being 
offered for t he first time which 
features 6 plays plus t he "Mes
siah" for $11.00, or a saving of 
·$2.00. The special rates for 
students, senior citizens and 
C.O.M. Foundation Patrons is 
$6.00. 

For reservations, or additional 
information regarding season 
tickets, please call 938-1211, Ext. 
225. 



Sports 
Sports Tallc: 

A new image will be shining 
forth from the dark clouds of 
skeptism this school year in the 
form of a possible winning 
athletic program. Slowly but 
surely. the College of the Main
land Comets have struggled 
through the difficult period of 
emergence into intercollegiate 
competition. 

The early seasons are always 
the roughest on any college 
athletic department, especially 
with limiting factors such as a 
low budget and the difficulties in 
recruiting for a new school. 
Having survived what could be 
called a lethal dose of apathy, the 
college sportsters are eagerly 
anticipating further improve
ment in last year's all around 
left-hand column status. 

Since the champagne day 
when the college was opened, the 
major concern was basketball, 
with attention sparingly begrud
ged to golf. Accurate records 
were not kept of the newly 
christened Comets partaining to 
wins and losses and other team 
statistics. This is due partially to 
the fact that at no time were they 
ever serious contenders for 
anything but lead parts in the 
Shakespeare play "A Comedy of 
Errors." The young Comets are 
truly actors pretending that our 
athletes were merely part of a 
circus side show which would 
leave town sQOn. It w~ felt that 
the Comets would never again 
waste our time, which could be 
more wisely spent watching 
"Gunsmoke'' or making that 
Friday night poker game. 

The basketball was bouncing 
out of the picture for the 
extracuricular activities' scene 
here at C.O.M. Considering as 
little effort as was put into the 
development of athletics, this 
seemed fitting and totally una
voidable. 

But wait a minute. Literally 
coming from nowhere was the 

COM Artist 

Donates 

Sculpture 

Don Thornton, instructor and 
artist-in-residence at College of 
the Mainland, is shown before 
the 600-pound, 11 foot all-steel 
sculpture he donated to the 
Dickinson Library. 

In commenting on the gift, 
Thornton explained: "I wanted to 
do a really big piece and I also 
wanted it to be enjoyed by as 
many people as possible.'' 

He added that the Dickinson 
Public Library Committee paid 
for some of the material for the 
sculpture, as well as pouring the 
concrete slab. 

by Jeff Blass 

mustached marvel that would 
initiate the steps in turning 
around C.O.M.'s physical educa
tion nose dive. Speedy Dan 
Travaille, the present athletic 
director, introduced many new 
and inovative programs at the 
college which proved to be the 
shot in the arm that we needed to 
get the ball rolling again. 

When appointed back in July 
of 1972, Travaille was the 
campus conversation piece. See
ing him in the halls one would 
ask, "Holy hayseed, who was 
that fella with the cornsilk 
sticking out of his mouthT' 
Growing utp in our country's 
bread basket, fed him thoughts 
of athletic tprowess upon which 
he built the reputation of a fine 
all around high school and college 
sportsman. His career as a jock 
was highlighted by his selection 
to the Iowa All-State basketball 
and Football squads along with 
holding the state title in the 100 
and 200 yard dashes. 

While gaining his B.A. at 
Morningside College in Sioux 
City, Iowa, big Dan distinguished 
himself by running down the 
conference track championship in 
the 100 and 200 yard dashes. 
After his college days, Coach 
Travaille worked at a local T.V. 
station as a cameraman and 
sportscaster. In 1971 the mighty 
motivator attended Idaho State 
University where he completed 
his requirements for a masters 
degree in physical education. 

The college has been fortunate 
to acquire the talents and 
knowledge of a man like Tra
vaille and his being hired has 
paid off. The "D.T.'s" (Dan 
Travialle's) have settled in on the 
campus and, with student body 
support, this turnabout could be 
a big step for the C.O.M. 

Head basketball coach, Jerry 
Bryant, is another plus for the 
development of our infant 
athletic progam. Coach Bryant 

Don Thornton, COM Artist-in
resideoce, donates sculpture. 

Comets Play in Pasadena 

The College of the Mainland 
will \ravel to plush Phillips 
fieldttouse in Pasadena for their 
first basketball scrimmage of the 
year. 

The date and time is Saturday, 
October 5, at 6:00 p.m., just prior 

to the Houston Rockets and 
Kentucky Colonels exhibition 
game at 7:30 p.m. 

Admission will be $3.00 for 
adults. The fieldhouse is located 
at the south end of Memorial 
Stadium on Spencer Hwy. 

Th•· MAINLAND nn,11-:T 
has IN! our Comets nut of the 
jaws of obs<·urity, and into the 
hnald1•<I ranks or winning learns. 
Thl• pasl two Sl•asons have been 
sun·t•ssrul beyond most Comet 
followt•rs wilrlest dreams. The 
'72-'73 cagers achieved t he 
school's first winning record, 
while last years squad brought 
home a conference championship. 

Blass Receives Scholarship 

Every good coach has a 
right-hand man giving the neces
sary training and supervision to 
the players that are needed for 
such a fast paced sport. Bob 
Montague is the able assistant to 
Coach Bryant, and is vitally 
important to the capabilities and 
readiness of the team when game 
time rolls around. This coaching 
combination alone should give 
some promise to the future and 
to the possibilities for the 
winning effort to become a 
tradition here at the College of 
the Mainland. 

Something new will be added 
this upcoming season in spor ts 
for the college. A Comet team is 
now taking shape on the baseball 
diamond, and is on t he hunt for 
some good athletes to don the 
cleats this spring. The hiring of 
E.G. "Eddie" Barroso, a former 
big league ballplayer and coach, 
is taking the reins of head coach 
for the fledgling batsmen. Coach 
Barroso is a fine gentleman 
whose knowledge and exper ience 
should start the ball team out on 
the road to big things for the 
future. He will be aided by Larry 
Alexander who will no doubt 
prove an invaluable asset to the 
helmsman, Barroso, in compiling 
a competitive team for the '75 
season. 

There are many fine high 
school athletes in the area which 
simply don't realize the 
opportunities offered t hem right 
at their own back door. Most 
likely the only way in which this 
problem will ever be overcome, 
is with student support of what 
might be shaping into a winning 
program. Of course, the players 
are the ones responsible for the 
outcome, but t he image is what is 
most important if great things 
are to be achieved and built 
upon. As students, we can help 
most by merely enjoying 
ourselves and taking a friend out 
to see a ball game. Indulge 
yourself; let the Comets know 
you're behind them. 

Jeff Blass is scholarship winner. 

College of the Mainland's Ath
letic Director, Dan Travaille, has 
announced that the recipient of 
the college's first scholarship for 
Sports Information Director will 
be J eff Blass of League City. 

The purpose of offering t he 
scholarship was to attract some
one with a sport's background 
who was capable of writing 
material that would keep the 
public better informed on sports 
activities at the college. Jeffs 
duties will be to write news 
releases relating to the school's 
athletic programs and also pre
pare promotional brochures. 

A 1974 graduate of Clear 

COM Theatre Begins 

Second Year 
College of the Mainland's two

year venture into community 
theatre is beginning to reap 
satisfying dividends. 

Last season ended on a trium
phant note as 11 performances of 
"Fiddler on the Roof' sold out to 
enthusiastic audiences who 
responded to the professional 
quality of the production with 
standing ovations. 

The 1974-75 season is off to a 
strong beginning with "Bus 
Stop," William Inge's wry and 
witty commentary on the human 
condition, to open in the Arena 
Theatre of Friday, September 27 
and run the 28, October 4, 5, 11, 
and 12. The setting is a Kansas 
diner in which a bus load of 

SUPPORT 
COM 

stranded travelers take refuge 
for an enforced 24-hour together
ness. 

"Bus Stop" is directed by 
Florance Little, who has appear
ed in many theatres tJ\!'oughout 
the Houston-Galveston area, in
cluding the Alley Theatre. 

The new season will also offer 
the following productions: "A 
Funny Thing Happened on the 
Way to the Forum" in January, 
"A Man for All Seasons" in 
March, "Star Spangled Girl" in 
May and a summer musical. In 
addition, a Christmas festival 
will feature Handel's "Messiah" 
and Dicken's "A Christmas Car
ol." 

FOUNDATION 

Creek High School, Jeff brings 
with hi.-n an ath{etic oriented 
background, having participated 
in several organized baseball 
leagues as well as being a 
member of the Clear Creek 
Football squad. 

When asked how he became 
interested in the position and 
scholarship he said, "I've always 
enjoyed athletics and since I 
want to keep in touch with them 
through a career in journalism, 
this opportunity seemed ideal.'' 

Future plans for Jeff include 
attending the University of Mis
souri, after College of the Main
land. 

Benson Continues 

Basketball Career 

Edward Benson, 6'4" star 
forward of College of the Main
land's basketball team, will be 
missing from the 1974-75 roster 
due to graduation. However, 
Edward will don the basketball 
uniform of Wiley College in 
Marshall, Texas, playing there 
under a full athletic scholarship. 

Highlights of Benson's career 
easily make a thick and hefty 
scrapbook. Benson came to C.O.
M. from Sam Houston High 
School in Houston. Since that 
time, he has received many 
outstanding accolades. He has 
been Team Captain of the 
Comets since 1972, as well as a 
First Team All Conference 
selection in the Gulf Coast Jr. 
College Intercollegiate 
Conference both years of his stay 
at C.O.M. The 1972-73 Season 
saw him become Most Valuable 
Player, in addition to his All
Tournament honors at the Bra
zosport and Alvin tourneys. 
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COMET SALUTES STUDENT SENATE 
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Student Senators and officers pictured above 
are [ 1st r0w] Freshmen Senators Jerry Bloom; 
Teresa Caulk, Mike Davidson, Louis Hunter 
Tom Leonard, [2nd row] Henry Westmoreland; 
Sophomore Senators Mike Foxworth, Don 

J 

Shepherd, Sharon McKenna, Max Montegut, 
[3rd row] Kay Meyers, Scott Perthius; 
secretary/treasurer Kyle Hunter, [4th row] 
Steve Bierman-president, Pete Curran-vice 
president, Alan Ginsberg- advisor. 

Senate Researches Two COM Courses 
The Student Senate is going to 

research and evaluate two of 
College of the Mainland's cours
es. History 135 is going to be 
looked into "Y a committee 
composed of a cross section of 
COM students headed by Tom 
Leonard and Louis Hunter. Some 
problems with the Self Paced 
English course are being checked 

by Jerry Bloom and Mike David
son. 

The special door committee set 
up to see if anything could be 
done to make the doors in the 
College Center easier to open. 
reported that they had discussed 
the matter with Bob Smith and 
that there was not much that 
could be done about them. 

A committee of Bloom, McKen
na and Caulk are checking into 
the feasibility of purchasing a 
small refrigerator for the purpose 
of people who want to bring their 
own lunch and have some place 
to keep it cold. There will soon be 
a "Bitch Box" set up in the 
College Center for complaints to 
the Senate. 

Ex-Marine Is COM's· First--: ·. 
On Campus Police Officer 

by CLIFF MABRY 

Joe Rotramel, an ex-marine of 
21 years, is COM 's first on-cam
pus police officer. Mr. Rotramel 
has experience as a member of 
the Galveston County Sheriff's 
Department where he mainly 
patrolled the Dickinson area. 

In a meeting with Stanton 
Calvert, Ed Brown, Joe Faulk, and 
Bob Smith, Mr. Rotramel clarified 
his position and purpose on 
campus. First, as a certified police 
officer, Rotramel has authority to 
make on the spot arrests when 
the situation calls for it. 

In the past, COM officials had 
to call the Texas City Police 
Department before they could 
come on campus to make an 
arrest. This was a cumbersome 
process that needed change. 

Approved by COM's Board of 
Trustees, Rotramel is confident 
about his being a positive addition 
to college personnel rather than a 
negative one. 

"I really want to see them 
(students) get a good break." 
Rotramel, a student himself, 
realizes what an education means 
and is not offended by intelli
gence. 

Communication poses the big
gest problem for the new police 
system. If Mr. Rotramel is needed, 
call the college operator and she 
will locate him. 

When asked his philosophy on 
marijuana, Rotramel made it clear 
he would not "make a point of" 
busting people. However, if a 
student came on campus disturb
ing the peace and in an uncontrol
lable state, he may expect to be 
searched (for weapons) and sent 
to jail. • 

Officer Rotramel will be on 
hand for all special school events 
such as movie orgies. In the event 
of an unruly drunk coming to that 
event, Rotramel will ask that a 
friend take him home. If the drunk 
persists, he will sleep it off in jail. 

Being a policeman, Mr. Rotra
mel carries a pistol. A small 
controversy seemed to swell 
about it, but this dissipated in a 
few days. 

When asked if the Student 
Government was upset by Rotra
mel's weapon, Steve Bierman 
replied, "We're trying to do other 
things than buck what's going 
on." 

Officer Rotramel said, " It' s the 
man behind the gun that counts." 
Rotramel says he's concerned 
about young peoples' attitudes 
about policemen and hopes to 
make a good impression on the 
Student Body. 

thought 
There is a time in every man's 

education when he arrives at the 
conviction that envy is ignorance; 
that imitation is suicide; that he 
must take himself for better, for 
worse, as his portion; that though 
the wide universe is full of good, 
no kernel of nourishing corn can 
come to him but through his toil 
bestowed on that plot of ground 
which is given to him to till. 
RALPH WALDO EMERSON 
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Editorial 
Amnesty Controversy 

Continues 
by RON BURLESON 

Let's face it; amnesty for deserters and draft dodgers is one of the 
most controversial today. President Ford's amnesty program has been 
condemned by organizations such as the American Legion and the VFW 
for being too lenient. Other organizations such as VVAW have 
condemned it because it is not lenient enough. Where is the happy 
medium? Whatever happened to compromise? In order to get a clear 
picture of who is right in a case such as this we must get an overview of 
the situation. 

First we must realize that the majority of people of VFW's point of view 
have been influenced by, or are themselves veterans of wars other than 
Vietnam. Amnesty in World War I or World War II was unthinkable and 
rightfully so. The situation was different. These wars were unavoidable. 
We were defending ourselves. We had an objective. We reached that 
objective and the war was over. 

But what about Vietnam? What was the purpose or objective? Was 
any objective reached? Has the situation changed in Vietnam? 

The reason why some people decided not to engage in the Vietnam 
conflict was not cowardice, it was because they could not see why, if 
they should die, would anyone benefit? Except perhaps the large 
corporate concerns, who profited from the war? I am thankful that some 
men put their lives down to crush the Third Reich, but when I think of the 
unfortunate Americans who died in Vietnam, I feel ashamed. 

Vietnam was an obscenity. I feel it is only right to let those men come 
home who refused to participate in that obscenity. What can we gain by 
holding a grudge? We.need to get the country back together. Let's forget 
past differences and work together to solve the more important problems 
in America. 

Guest Editorial 

Dog Fight 11 Sport'' Revived 
by TOM HERMAN 

I want to bring to your attention a matter which I feel many of you 
would react to as strongly as I did. 

On the "Today" show recently, a Roger Caras, a well-known 
naturalist, talked about a new and increasingly popular so-called "sport," 
dog fighting. 

This sport is particularly popular in the South and Southwest. The 
fights are held in remote areas usually around 4 or 5 a.m. Hundreds of 
thousands of dollars are bet on these fights and prostitution and illegal 
drugs are pedaled on the side lines. The fights are conducte<Ll1J .. mucb..the 
same manner as those of the old-style "cock-fights," using dogs instead 
of roosters. The dogs used are specially bred and trained for this purpose, 
and they usually fight to the death. If they do not die during the fight 
itself, they are then killed by the owners, who plunge ice-picks into their 
hearts. 

Some 30 to 40 kittens and adult cats are used in the training of one 
dog. The kittens (later on the adult cats) are tied up, legs to tail, and then 
dangled helplessly in the training pit. The dog in training then becomes 
infuriated by the cat's screams and he attempts to attack it. The trainers 
bob the cats up and down on the ends of poles, tantilizing the dogs until 
finally in their ultimate fury they are allowed to dismember the cats. After 
about the 40th cat that the dog has destroyed, it is believed that he has 
acquired a sufficient taste for blood and he is ready for the arena. 

This matter is to be brought before Congress in the near future. It is 
hoped that this will be made into a federal offense. 

- Because of the enormous dangers involved in dealing with these 
people, (3 known deaths so far) it is felt that the FBI must be called in to 
handle it. Local humane workers cannot be expected to deal with this 
outrageous crime. 

Another rather startling fact is that these people actually have a 
magazine promoting and advertising the fights. It was discovered that 
this literature has actually been printed right on US Post Office 
equipment and is then circulated through the mail! 

Mr. Caras suggests that you write to your legislators if you are appalled 
by this deplorable situation. 
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McNutt Speaks 
at Conference 

Mrs. Dorothy E. McNutt, Chair
man of the Business Division at 
College of the Mainland, was 
guest speaker at the conference 
of Technical Vocational Deans 
held recently in Austin. 

Mrs. McNutt spoke on "College 
of the Mainland as a National 
Model for Cooperative Educa
tion," describing the efforts of a 
seven-member consortium of Gulf 
Coast community colleges to 
initiate a cooperative education 
program on a campus-wide basis. 
The consortium was funded by a 
federal grant, with College of the 
Mainland's share amounting to 
$15,000 for the 1974-75 school 
year. 

A second speaking engage
ment for Mrs. McNutt was at a 
conference of the Society for 
Field Experience Educators held in 
Atlanta, Georgia. She spoke on 
"Offering Adults College Credit 
for Life Experiences," pointing 
out the need for educators to 
evaluate a person's life and work 
experiences for credit on a college 
level. 1 

JIM TREE 

DONNA BEREND 

by TERESA CAULK 

Q. WHAT TYPE OF STUDENT 
ENTERTAINMENT WOULD YOU 
ATTEND AT COM? 

JIM TREE, Student_;_I would 
attend outdoor concerts, beer 
busts, pot-smoking and reefer-rol
ling contests (just teasing on the 
last two). 

Careers: 

0 'l, 
• 

LEROY AUGUST 

DONNA BEREND, Student-I 
would attend any type of enter
tainment that is held on Saturday 
nights because it is convenient for 
working people, like myself. I 
would also like to see "B. Y.O.8. '' 
at dances. 

LEROY AUGUST, Intramural Di
rector-I would attend dances 
that have a band who's music is 
appealing--ro-alt-feces-:- -

Nursing Program Praised 
by MARGIE RENFRO 

Have you ever had a strong 
desire to help others; whether 
they are the elderly, the young, or 
the sick? Do you feel comfortable 
in a hospital? Then, the career of a 
Registered Nurse may be right for 
you. 

Through a two-year Nursing 
Program and the passing of the 
State Board of Nursing Exam, one 
may become a Registered Nurse 
(RN) from the College of the 
Mainland. The students are in
structed in hospitals and in the 
Nursing classes conducted on the 
campus. 

The purpose of the program is 
to prepare students to become 
skilled in giving direct patient care 
and to promote health in the 
community. The student must 
have determination, good study 
habits, and two years of undis
turbed time to become a dedicat
ed Registered Nurse. 

Kim Darden, one of four males 
in the Nursing program, was 
asked how he fits in the almost 
completely female nursing pro
gram at COM. Kim felt, "There 
are more opportunities in the 
nursing field for a male. There is a 
greater demand for male nurses 
because there are certain jobs that 
a man is more qualified to perform 
in the clinical area." 

Within two months, 23 out of 
24 COM August graduates of the 
nursing program obtained jobs. 
This proves that College of the 
Mainland has an excellent nursing 
program that prepares its stu
dents for their jobs exceptionally 
well. There were 320 requests for 
graduates from the program. 
Requests were made nation-wide. 

Sherri Grimes, one of the first 
nursing program graduates, has 
worked for a month in Clear lake. 
She works in the Labor and 

Delivery Division. On October 
30th and 31st she will be taking 
her State Board of Nursing Exam, 
and if she passes she will officially 
be a Registered Nurse. 

I asked Sherri if she feels 
prepared for this exam. "Yes," 
she replied, "the College of the 
Mainland's nursing program pre
pares their students for the exam 
by the type of test they give. The 
difficult questions on the nursing 
program's test exercise your 
knowledge by requiring you to 
use your basic knowledge to 
answer. I feel the nursing program 
is excellent in preparing its 
students for the State Board of 
Nursing Exam. 

"There is no doubt that the 
COM's nursing program is a good 
program and that they taught us 
what we needed for a job. The 
program was strenuous and you 
had to have a lot of dedication. I 
would never recommend fur 
anyone to get into the nursing 
program, unless they were sure 
they wanted to be a nurse. Those 
students who are not certain 
about their major as a nurse, will 
not last the two years since there 
is a lot of mental strain in the 
program. 

"Most important-when you 
enter the nursing program, whe
ther COM's or another, don't 
expect the classes to be the same 
as you are used to. The program is 
a full time affair for two years," 
Sherri stressed. "The classes take 
a lot of your time . . Also, the 
grading is different. 

"If you can't get right into the 
program when you apply, take the 
academic courses and get them 
out of the way. I recommend 
'Medical Terminology' as one of 
your electives. This course is not 
part of the nursing program, but 
will help you in the program." 

The Mainland Comet 

TIM GOLDEN 

CANDIE BENSON 

TIM GOLDEN, Student-I don't 
come here to be entertained but 
to learn, besides you can't 
possibly please all the people all 
the time. 

CANDIE BENSON, Student-I 
would attend dances that have a 
variety of music. 

Sherri feels the program has 
helped her tremendously. When 
she has a problem, she has 
enough basic knowledge to find a 
solution, ask an intelligent ques
tion, or find the answer in a book. 
Also, she was impressed by the 
excellent teachers in the program. 

The COM nursing program hos 
received accreditation by the 
Board of Nurse Examiners for the 
State of Texas, the South Asso
ciation of Schools and Colleges 
and hopes to receive accreditation 
by the National league for 
Nursing this February. 

All persons interested in apply
ing for College of the Mainland's 
nursing program should notify the 
COM Admission Office and regis
ter for the ACT examination. 
Application to COM should be 
made and indicate nursing as a 
major. The Admission Office is 
located in the Administration 
Building. 

The automobile is really in 
trouble. Engineers want to 
eliminata the steering column, 
ecologists want to eliminate 
the engine, and Planned Par
enthood wants to eliminate 
the back seat. 



November 1, 1974 

Features 
The Record Shop: 

Twitty Sings Country 
by DONNA BEREND 

I'm not sure how many "goat-ropers" we have on campus, but for all 
you "goat-roper-ettes," I recommend Conway Twitty's "I'm Not 
Through Loving You Yet" on MCA Records. 

This album is all "Nashville" with the true "country" steel guitar sound 
and all the down-to-earth emotion that can be expressed only through 
country music. Of course, if you like to dance close with that dreamy 
someone, every song on this album is just perfect for your next 
get-together. 

Conway has recorded an album that speaks from the soul about love, 
both the sadness of love lost and the happiness of love found. As far as 
"country" is concerned, this is "where it's at." 

The first two songs express both sides of this coin. The title song, in a 
slow waltz beat, is one of those songs that can bring memories from the 
heart. "Pure Love" is in a more "up" beat and, expressing the happiness 
of true love, is true to its title. 

For a change in tempo, there is "I Changed My Mind" which has just a 
hint of a Latin beat. You can choose your own style of dancing for this 
one. 

Side two's "She Fights that Lovin' Feeling" shows exactly what I 
meant when I said that only "country" can express,. in just so many 
words, the deepest emotions that can be felt. The honesty in the lyrics of 
"Before Your Time" can only be from the heart. 

A slow waltz beat with a mandolin sound is the basis for "That's 
Asking too Much of the Wine." Also in three-four time is "Your Leaving 
Left Me Still Loving You;" the title says it all. 

What I consider Twitty's greatest recording ever is "I See the Want To 
in Your Eyes." The writer, Wayne Carson, has brought both insight and 
understanding into his lyrics and combined them with a moving melody. 
All this song needed was Conway's distinctive style of singing. It's a 
moving combination. . 

Other than the "steel," this album is backed by great "fiddlin'," guitar 
"picken'," and piano playing. It also has bass and rhythm that can't be 
beat. 

For those of you who don' t care much for country music, this album is 
at least worth listening to once. If you aren't moved by the sound, then 
listen to the lyrics. All you'll need with this record is an open mind, a glass 
of "Suds," a "friend," and dim lights. For those of us who "groove" on 
"country," the last three items are all that's needed. 

Program for Women's 
Continued Education 
Planned 

by BRENDA GREENOUGH. 

The office of General Adult 
Education and Community Ser
vices met for the first time with 
the Citizen's Advisory Committee 
on the Development of a Center 
for Continuing Education for 
Women on Monday, October 28, 
at the College of the Mainland 
Board Room to discuss the 

'development of a center for the 
continuing education of women. 

The Citizen's Advisory Commit
tee includes representatives from 
local industry, social service agen
cies, women's groups such as 
National Organization of Women, 
labor, and College of the Mainland 
faculty and students. 

At this meeting, Bob Handy, 
Director of Adult Educat ion and 
Community Services, discussed 
his ideas for a Women's Center. 
The need for this type of center at 
College of the Mainland is great 
and as Bob explained, "Of the 
78,000 reside,,ts within the Col
lege District, 20,000 have less than 
a high school education. Fifty-one 
percent of these are women. The 
Business Education Division has 
determined that even w ith aver
age verbal skills many women 
trained in business occupations 
cannot be placed in secretarial 
positions due to the ever increas
ing demand for more sophistica
ted, technically oriented commun
icative abilities." 

Little, if any progress has been 
made in this area toward facilita
ting the entry of women into 
traditionally male dominated oc
cupcitions. This is due, in large 
part, to the conditioned beliefs 
held by many women that such 
occupations are not to be filled by 
women. 

These facts combine to create 
an environment within which 
many women must resign them
selves to remaining in the home, 
accepting low-salaried positions 
or,, where family income is 
insufficient, to rely upon puolic 
assistance. 

The primary objectives of the 
proposed Center according to 
Handy are as follows: 
A. Through direct counseling and 

group activities, assist women 
in re-evaluating their roles as 
women in a previously male
dominated culture. 

B. To assist women in arriving at 
achievable and meaningful 
life-time goals and objectives. 

C. To provide women with basic, 
academic or vocational train
ing which will allow them to 
reach their stated goals and 
objectives with long-term self
sufficiency rather than short
time job placement as the 
principle objective. 

As the meeting progressed, the 
committee members discussed 
possible funding sources, objec
tives and goals and then divided 
into task forces to begin the 
,Jreliminary planning for the pro
gram. 
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"Which way to Plymouth? We're ready for feastf'"' 

Spotlight: 

Jerry Bloom 
by TERESA CAULK 

COM Offers 
New Class 

A new class in keypunch 
operation will be offered at 
College of the Mainland beginning 
November 1st, according to Bill 
Hackleman, instructor in the 
Business Division. 

Jerry Bloom, our Spotlight stu
dent for this issue, claims he is 
"unembarrassable." 

Yesterday is a memory. Remem
ber it. 
Tomorrow is a hope. Treasure it. 
Today is a life. Live it. 

Our Student Spotlight for Nov
ember is 28-year-old Jerry Bloom, 
a Freshman Senator at COM. This 
6 ft., 190 lbs., brown-eyed, 
brunette young man enjoys his 
school, his family life and photo
graphy. 

Jerry's favorites are Steve 
McOueen (actor), Audrey Hep
burn (actress), "Fritz the Cat, 
#1" (movie), Open Marriage 
(book), Glen Campbell and Bob
bie Gentry (singers), and "Sing a 
Song" from Sesame Street is his 
ideal song. 

This psychology major likes the 
liberal policies, good faculty com
munication, and being treated as 
an adult at COM. He dislikes the 
architecture of COM and the lack 
of student enthusiasm at the 
college. 

Jerry plans on becoming a 
marriage counselor. He resides in 
League City with his wife, also a 
student at COM, and his two 
children, ages 7 and 3. Jerry 
claims that he is unique because 
he absolutely cannot be embar
rassed. 

The course, Data Processing 111, 
covers the basic operation of the 
IBM Model 029 card punch 
machine through the study-prac
tice method. Special topics in
clude the development of pro
gram cards, organization of data 
and applications of the keypunch 
in office procedures. Near the end 
of the eight-week course, the 
students are also introduced to 
the IBM Model 059 verifier and 
the IBM 129 card data recorder. 

"Through the use of the 
audio-tutorial method of study, 
students in the class can practice 
daily at their own convenience 
and that of the staff," Hackleman 
explained. 

Persons interested in enrolling 
in the second section of Data 
Processing Ill are asked to contact 
the Admissions Office, 938-1211, 
Ext. 264, during the hours of 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m. on Monday through 
Friday, and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Friday. 

The MAINLAND COMET staff visited the 
DAILY SUN office last week. Pictured are 

photo by Donna Berend 
Brenda Greenough, John Balione (instructor), 
Bill Byous, Margie Renfro, and Jeff Blass. 
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Entertainment Student Program's Council 
Presents ''Fiesta Folklorico'' NATIONAL DANCE COMPANY OF MEXICO 

11 Fiesta Follclorico 1
' 

by BRENDA GREENOUGH 

On Saturday, November 9, at 8 
p.m., at the La Marque High 
School Auditorium, the Ballet 
Aztlan of Mexico City will present 
a FIESTA FOLKLORICA featuring 
fifty dancers and singers, includ
ing Mariachi, Marimba and Jaro
cho bands. 

The Student Center Programs 
Council, along with the Commit
tee on American Ethnic Studies 
and the Mexican-American Civic 
Organizations of Texas City, are 
responsible for presenting this 
unique experience in the world of 
entertainment to the College of 
the Mainland Community. The Ballet Aztlan of Mexico 

City has just finished a triumphant 
tour of the major cities of Europe 
and Asia and is receiving high 
praise from the press and the 
news media in its current equally
triumphant tour of the major cities 
and cultural centers of the United 
States. 

Tickets are now on sale and 
may be purchased from Karen 
Atkinson through the Office of 
the Student Center Programs 
Council at $2.50 for adults and 
$1.50 for children 12 and under. 

TRYOUTS 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
Nov. 1 thru 4 

( See related article) 

The 50-member National Dance Company of 
Mexico will offer a "Fiesta Folklorico" at the La 
Marque High School on Sat., Nov. 9, at 8 p.m. 
The performance is being sponsored by College 

of the Mainland's Student Center Program 
Council, Club Larino, Familias Unidas and 
LU LAC of the Texas City and La Marque area. 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
Auditions Are Scheduled 

Tryouts for College of the 

Fine Arts Schedules Coming Events 
Mainland's production of a peren
nial Yuletime favorite, Dicken's A 
CHRISTMAS CAROL, will be 
held Friday, Nov. 1, at 7:30 p.m.; 
Saturday, Nov. 2, at 10 a.m.; and 

land Community Theatre produc
tions. Her most recent directing 
stint was the GAZEBO in COM's 
Arena Theatre. 

Auditions will be held for a 
variety of parts for 10 children and 
12 adults of all ages. In addition to 
on-stage roles, people ar&-nee<ied 
for make-up, costuming designing 
and constructing sets, as well as 
handling lighting and sound. 

November 1, 2, 4- Tryouts for 
A CHRISTMAS CAROL-Fine 
Ans Arena Theaue Nov. 1, I 
p.m.; Nov. 2, 10 a.m.; Nov. 4, 7:30 
p.m. 

November 12- Air Brush Tech
niques-Demonstration-Bob Rie
gel- Fine Arts Building F-133, 
F-135, 9:30 am to 4 p.m., 
Demonstration 9:30-11 a.m. and 
12:30 to 2 p.m. 

When a man gets too old to 
set a bad example, he starts 
giving good advice. 

Demonstrations 
Held in Fine 
Arts Center 

by MARGIE RENFRO 

On October 7 and 8, students 
demonstrated in Room F104 in 
the Fine Arts Center. That is, they 
demonstrated their beginning 
"break the ice" exercise in their 
Introduction of Speech 131 class. 

One of the most unique demon
strations was presented by Deb
bie Corrigan, who showed step by 
step the technique and art of 
applying make-up, using Mike 
Novak's face as her prop. Some 
of the other demonstrations in
cluded how to make household 
handicrafts and how to give 
electrical shock. 

At the beginning of the course, 
the students gave impromptu 
speeches while being video-ta
ped. Critiques of each student 
were written by the class to help 
the student improve himself. 
Another video-taping of the stu
dents will take place at the end of 
the semester to show their 
improvements. 

If you are interested in this 
course and would like. to hear 
more, contact the instructor, Don 
Bass, Ext. 218 or 215. 

November 4-21-Bob Riegel 
Air Brush Painting Exhibition
Student Center, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

December 28178College of the 
Mainland Student Exhibition, Fine 
Arts Gallery, Monday through 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. (Wednes
day only 9 a.m. to 12 noon} 

December 1 - Preview Reception, 
COM Student Exhibition, Fine 
Arts Gallery, 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

December 15, 16, 17-Tryouts for Monday, Nov. 4, at"¥0 p.m. 
A FUNNY THING HAPPENED Tbs pmi:l~offeredJn 
ON THE WAY TO THE FORUM- - the Arena Theatre on December 
Fine Arts Arena Theatre, Dec. 15, 17, 18, 19, ·20, and 21, will be 
2:30 p.m.; Dec. 16 & 17, 7:30 p.m. co-directed by Julie Dupuy and 

Bea Weberlain. Ms. Dupuy is 

December 13, 15-Handel's 
MESSIAH by Mainland Chorale, 
Teaching Auditorium L-131, Dec. 
13, 8 p.m.; Dec. 15, 4 p.m. 

December 17, 18, 19, 20, 21-A 
CHRISTMAS CAROL, Fine Arts 
Arena Theatre, 8 p.m. 

well-known in the Texas City-Gal
veston area for her theatrical 
experience. In addition, she di
rected many children's produc
tions and has had her own 
children's theatre. Ms. Weberlein 
has also been active in community 
theatre work and has recently 
served as producer for all Main-

"This is a play in which the 
entire family can become invol• 
ved," commented Ms. Weberlein. 
"Everyone has some specialized 
talent to offer in making this play 
a meaningful experience," she 
added. 

For additional information, 
please call 938-1211, Ext. 345 or 
945-6342. 

11 Fiesta Folklorico11 

(BALLET AZTLAN DE MEXICO DIRECTED BY SILVIA LOZANO) 

50 DANCERS • SINGERS • MUSICIANS 
MARIACHI, MARIMBA AND JAROCHO BANDS 

8:00 p.m. • Saturday, November 9, 1974 • La Marque High School Auditorium 

(Please clip and return with your check or money order) 

Karen Atkinson 
College Center 
College of the Mainland 
Texas City, Texas 77590 

TICKET ORDER FORM 

Please reserve the following tickets for the Fiesta Folklorico: 

_ __ Adult Tickets ($2.50 each) ___ Children's Tickets ($1.50each) 
(under 12 years ofage) 

I am herewith enclosing a check for: $ _______ _ 

Name ________________________________ _______ _ _ _ _ 

Address, _______________________ City, ____ ___________ _ 

Please make out check to College of the Mainland 
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Sports Meet Our New 1974-75 
Sports Tallc: Cheerleaders 

by JEFF BLASS 

I almost got my first big break as far as stories go this past week but 
this piping hot item turned out to be lukewarm and turning stale. Due to 
reasons given me by the upper echelons of the Health, Physical 
Education, Recreation and Athletics Dept., I had to douse the fires of 
curiosity for the sake of my colleagues. I was of hopes that this might be 
my chance to break out of the classic Jimmy Olson syndrom and be the 
guiding light into Clark Kent-hood. Alas and alack, maybe next time. 

I imagine that those of you who are troubling yourself to read this are a 
tad bit interested as to what the big news flash was that I ran across. I 
emphasize "a tad bit" because the sad fact of the matter is that it will 
probably bore you to tears. 

You see the whole beef started when our school was forced to trim 
down its basketball schedule for the sake of Gulf Coast Jr. College 
Intercollegiate Conference unity. We were building too good of a 
program for most of the other schools to keep up with so the "gang" got 
together and decided to simmer things down amongst the conference 
teams. Naturally COM athletics frowned on this and with every reason. 
This is like running a race and having the judge tell you to slow down 
because he wants to make sure everyone ties for the finish. There are 
other bonuses to the whole rhubarb, but as stated before, the matter has 
already been decided behind closed doors with no say so from anyone to 
whom it really concerns, so the mess is out of our hands. 

OUT OF THE CLEAR BLUE SKY DEPT. 
Has anyone ever noticed those ropes which poke out of the expansion 

holes at the bottom of the bricks on the outside of the gym? They 
completely surround the building and are all about the same length 
(approximately two inches) on the outside of the bricks. If you haven't 
seen them, then next time you're around the gym take a time out and 
observe this puzzling feature of our athletic facility. At first I thought that 
they might be to keep the cockroaches and rats out, but we natives know 
that any varmint from Texas is big and smart enough to walk in through 
the front door like the rest of us. If by next press time there hasn't been 
an overwhelming response to this mind-bending riddle, then I'll find out 
the particulars and keep us "on the ropes" no longer. 

Pictured above are the high spirited COM 
cheerleaders Carol Boyd, Melissa Brister, Judy 

Carrier, Teresa Caulk, Linda D'Ascenzo, and 
Beverly Pruitt. 

-

SUPPORT 
THE 

- coMETSI 

Bowling Tourney Held 
by JEFF BLASS 

They really bowled them over 
out at Gray's lanes during the 
recent bowling tournament held 
for men, women, and faculty. Our 
glorious institution of higher 
education and "pinmanship" 
sponsored the affair which saw 
trophies given to the first, second, 
and third place winners of each 
division. 

For the men Jim Howard 
picked up first place with a 176 
average, with Ricky Watts and 
James Nagel following him at 

second and third place. 
The women popped the pins 

with Pam Moore averaging 159 
for first. Sarah Alexander and Lula 
Sowell were the second and third 
place winners with 119 and 116 _ 
averages respectively. 

The faculty was led by Bob 
Shinn with a 182, Jerry Anderson 
at 156, and Lloyd Longnion taking 
third with 138. Female faculty 
members saw Karen Atkinson 
come in first with 138, Sally 
Hudnall posting 128 and Loretta 
Davis for third at 118. 

whimsical wit 
Some folks who say they aim 
to please, need some target 
practice. 

••• 
A motorist, outraged at recent 
gasoline prices, commented: 
"I haven't paid 55 cents a 
gallon for anything since I 
bought land in Florida!" 

••• 
My local supermarket has this 
big sign: Compare Our Low 
Prices. I asked the manager, 
"Compare with what?" He 
replied, "Next week." 

••• 
A couple were shopping for a 
swimming pool. They told a 
dealer what they wanted, and 
asked about prices. "Well," 
said the dealer, "it all depends 
on how deep you want to get 
in over your heads." --- ---

••• 
The trouble with being a leader 
today is that you can't be sure 
whether the people are fol
lowing or chasing you. 

COM Comets Shape 
Up ·!or Final 
Scrimmage of Season 

The Comets recently travelea 10 
Baytown to take on the tough Lee the Comets and Byron T~ompson 
College Rebels in their third ~~s. forc~d out of _action a~er 
basl<etballscrimmage of .the sea- -m1unng hr:.-anki~h;le-wappl!ng 
son. The final was 8 close 81 to 74 for_l 1 rebounds in the third period 
with the COM cagers losing but scrimmage. 
playing well in almost every On Mo~day, the . 21st, the 
aspect of the game. Arthur Comets scnmr:naged with San Jae 
Jackson was the scoring leader one~ morE: 1.n 8 ". attempt to 
with 28 points while Larry Turner achieve their first "'.Vin of !he xear. 
had 8 rebounds. Sa~ Jae had been Improvrng sI~ce 

Le~ gave our Comets plenty of their !ast encounter and th~ final 
trouble during the first half when on th1s one _was 9l to 72 W)th the 
they were shooting a strapping Comets being out shot in t~e 
70% from the floor and equally as second ha_lf. ~rthur Jackson agarn 
well from the free throw line. The h~d the big ni~ht for th~ ComE:ts 
men from Mainland wouldn't give with a whoppin~ 29 points while 
up the s1-iip and during the second Larry Tur!'ler Jumped for 12 
half of play closed the margin rebou!'lds in the face of a hot 
down to within as little as three shooting Raven bunch. . 
points at one time. In the words of . The ~omets have been steadily 
head coach Jerry Bryant, "These rmproving over th~ pas~ few 
guys could have rolled over and Wf::eks and_ the team 1s shaping up 
played dead while Lee was 17 qu1tE: "'.V~II indeed. Lee College will 
points ahead in the first period but be visiting the COM on Monday, 
they just wouldn't quit." f':lovem~er 4th, at 4 p.m., for the 

Joel Harden and grayling Walk- final scnmmag~ before ther regu-
er each had fine afternoons for lar season begins. 

co L L EG E COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND General Information 
Basketball Schedule 

OF TH E 1974 - 1975 
DA.TB OPPONENT PLACE 

MAI NLAND NOVEMBER II ANGELlNA JUNIOR COLLEGE LUFKIN 
18 HOWARD COUNTY JUNIOR COLLEGF; TEXAS CITY 
u TEXAS SOUTHMOST JUNIOR COLLEGE TEXAS CITY 
19 SCHREINER JUNIOR COLL.EGE KERRVILLE 
80 ANGELINA JUNIOR COLLEGE TEXAS CITY 

DECEMBER 2 CONCORDIA LUTHERAN TEXAS CITY 
6 •GALVESTON JUNIOR COLLEGE TEXAS CITY 

e. 7 BRAZOSPORT TOURNAMENT FREEPORT 
9 •BRAZOSPORT JUNIOR COLL~E FREEPORT 

12 • AL VlN JUNIOR COLLEGE TEXAS CITY 
u SCHREINER JUNIOR COLLEGE TEXAS CITY 

JANUARY 9 TEXAS SOUTlill.OST JUNIOR COLLEGE BROWNSVILLE 
10, 11 LAREDO INVITATIONAL TOURNAMENT LAltEDO 

16 •GALVESTON JUNIOR COLLEGE GALVESTON 
20 •BRAZOSPORT JUNIOR COLLEGE TEXAS CITY 
23 •ALVIN JUNIOR COLLEGE ALVIN 
27 •GALVESTON JUNIOR COLLEGE TEXAS CITY 
80 *BRAZOSPORT JUNIOR COLLEGE FREEPORT 
31 CONCORDIA LUTHERAN AUSTIN 

FEBP.UARY 8 •ALVIN JUNIOR COLLEGE TEXAS CITY 
6 •GALVESTON JUNIOR COLLEGE GALVESTON 

10 •BRAZOSPORT JUNIOR COLLEGE TEXAS CITY 
18 • ALVIN JUNIOR COLLEGE ALVIN 

• CONFERENCE GAMES 
ADMISSION: ADULTS Sl.00 - UNDER 12 $ .60 - COM. STUDENTS - FREE 

TIME 

7:30 
7:80 
7:30 
7:30 
7:80 
7:80 
7:80 
TBA 
7:80 
7:30 
'7:30 
7:80 
TBA 
7 :SO 
7 :SO 
'7:30 
7:30 
7 :30 
'7:30 
7:30 
7 :30 
2:30 
7:30 

LOCATION - TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

COLLEGE SWITCHBOARD -
(713) 938-1211 

CONFERENCE - GULF COAST JUffiOR 
COLLEGE INTERCOLLEGIATE 

(Buketball Champions 1973-197') 
(Golf Champions 1973-1974) 

PRESIDENT ..:_ Dr. Fred A. Taylor 

SPORTS INFORMATION DffiECTOR -
Jeff Bl""" 

.P.E. & ATHLETIC DIRECTOR -
Dan Travaille 

IHEAD BASKETBALL - Jerry Bryant 

ASST. BASKETBALL - Bill Montaeue 

GOLF - Dan T!'avallle 

HEAD BASEBALL - Eddie Barrooo 

ASST. BASEBALL - Larry Alexander 

TRAINER - Ken Anthony 

1978-1974 BASKETBALL - W 22; L 8 
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Odds & Ends 
Club News 

by MARGIE RENFRO 

CHESS CLUB - Would you like to 
improve your game of chess, or 
learn how to play chess? If the 
answer is yes, then attend the 
weekly meetings on Fridays at 
12:30 p.m. at College of the 
Mainland, in the Student Center. 
Everyone is invited. If you Have 
any questions, contact John 
Hubisz, Ext. 325. 

* *" 

PHI THETA KAPPA- Phi Theta 
Kappy, Honor Society, welcomes 
the old members, prospective 
members, and interested persons 
to attend the meeting on Mon
days at 12:30 p.m. Phi Theta 
Kappa will be meeting in Room 
727 in the Student Center. For 
further information contact John 
Hubisz, Ext. 325. 

*** 

ASTRONOMY CLUB - The As
tronomy Club invites everyone 
interested in Astronomy to attend 
their meetings on Wednesdays at 
5:45 p.m., in the LAC Teaching 
Auditorium in Room l131 . There 
is no age limit and everyone is 
invited. Contact John Hubisz, Ext. 
244 for f(Jrther information. 

thought 

DON'T CONFUSE EDUCA
TION with wisdom. Education 
is dependent on books: wis
dom, Ofl good judgment. 

~ X 

I I 
:~=~ Recycle Your Throw-aways '.'.'.'. 

I thru COM I 
;;;; Deposit Stations ==~= 
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whimsical wit 
A new computer in the 
Department of Pensions in 
Pretoria, South Africa, broke 
down when it came to the 
pension of a Mrs. Malcolm
Smith. Never programmed to 
ditterentiate between a hy
phen and a minus sign, it was 
trying to subtract Smith from 
Malcolm. 

Special Serv.ices 
No longer 
Available 

The Maintenance Department 
has been rendering special serv
ices above and beyond our normal 
dut ies such as: changing tires, 
hot-shoting batteries and pushing 
vehicles to get them started. 

The number of people at the 
College has increased to the 
point, where these services de
mand more time than we have 
manpower. It has become neces
sary that the Maintenance Depart
ment discontinue this type of 
service as of October 15, 1974. 

Prepare For 
Tomorrow 

The volume of the world's 
knowledge is doubling every 10 
years. look at the facts: 
• Ninety per cent of all the 

scientists who ever lived are 
alive today. 

• More mathematics has been 
created since the beginning of 
the 20th century than in the rest 
of history combined. 

• About three-fourths of all per
sons working in industry ten 
years from now will be directly 
or indirectly producing pro
ducts that have not yet been 
invented or discovered. 

• More than half of today's 
highschool students w ho live 
until the year 2000 will probably 
have to undergo vocation re
training at least once because 
their old jobs will be obsolete or 
their work taken over by 
machines. 
What does all that mean to 

those who are on the job today 
are attending school? · 

One thing: Prepare now for 
tomorrow. 

Nursing students Carolyn Boyd and Melissa Brister learn th(; 
proper way to position an infant. See article on page 2 for story on 
the COM nursing program. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

3 

All Week in Center 
BobRiegal-

Air Brush Painting 
Display 

10 

17 

24 

HALLMARK 
Exhibition on Display 
in College Center 
all-k 

4 

11 

18 

25 

l 

SUPPORT THE BASKETBALL TEAM 
AND THE CHEERLEADERS 

5 

12 

JO a.m. and 2 p.m. 

12:30 Pool Tny, 
Mixed Obis, 

13 

ORANGE RACE 
12:30 - Coll-,. Center 

FREE MOVIE 

Australia • Timeless Land 

4 pert0n tNfflS 

19 

Basketball - Schreiner 
Away 

26 

PHOTO CONTEST 
On Displey In 

College Center 
All WNk 

12:30 3 on 3 Basketball 

20 
FISHING RODEO • 
Phi Theta Kappa 

dU ,Q, 

(5 12:30 John Hubisz m 
~ 0 

):( Astrology, Horoscope '6 
Zodiac and Planets p_ = 

Ji * 
27 

TURKfY calling contest 
12:30- College c.nw 

Frozen Turkey - lat ,_. 

J. Hubisz - 12:3 
"The Stars" 

i n o ege Center 

7 

12:00 Buff (Halo) King 
Speaks on the 

OCCULT 

14 

8 

Last Day to Sign up For 
Orange Race 

15 

Basketball - Texas Southmost 
7:30 Home Game 

21 22 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

8 p.m. COFFEEHOUSE 

Don Sanders Last Day to Sign up Fo r 
Turkey Calling Contest 

$1.00 ioa,dM J', 
coffee & donuts 

28 29 

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAYS 

2 

9 Basketball - Lufkin 
Away 

8:00p,m. 
FIESTA FOLKLORICO 
DE MEXICO 

La Marque High School --~----
16 

23 

30 

Baskethall • Angelina 

7:30 Home Game 
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Korean Ph.D. Teaches at COM 

Dr. Lee Yam teaches Psychology and Child Development and 
Growth and does research at COM. 

life has significant turning 
points which can only be assessed 
in the light of recollection. For Dr. 
Lee Yorn, College of the Main
land's new psychology instruc
tor and research associate, a high 
school gym teacher is responsible 
for her career in psychology. 

"She was so destructive as far 
as the self-image of her students 
was concerned ,.that I decided 
there had to be a better way to 
help young people through ado
lescence," she explained. "I think 
I decided at that point to go into 
the field of psychology." 

It's been a long journey, both 
literally and figuratively, to her 
goal for the high school of her 
youth was in Seoul, Korea, where 
she was born and raised. Her 
father was Undersecretary for the 
Finance Ministry; her grandfather, 
an internationally-known artist. 

Her first step was a B.A. degree 
(com laudel in psychology from 
Ewha Women's University in 
Seoul. She then won a s.;holar
ship to study at the University of 
the Phillipines, where she earned 
a MEd degree. 

Or. Yorn came to the United 
States in 1965 and took courses at 
UCLA and Indiana University. She 
met her husband at the latter 
campus and subsequently found 
herself in Houston when he 
entered the doctoral program at 
Rice University. (He has subse
quently received his PhD degree 
in German Literature and is now 
teaching and conducting re
search. 

Tech-V Lot Is Rocky Issue 
by MARGIE RENFRO 

Numerous complaints have 
been made concerning the Tech
nical-Vocational parking lot. The 
complaints are based on three 
basic factors: the unpaved park
ing lot, unmarked parking spaces, 
and non-regulated traffic direc
tions. 

Because of these factors, prob
lems have resulted, such as: It is 
impossible to have a clean, shiny 
car since every time the car is 
washed-dust covers it. I under
stand that the dust from the rocks 
is harmful to the paint on cars. 
Rocks fly and scratch the cars. 
Rocks were used to stop water 
puddles from forming, but water 
still stands. Rocks hurt feet and 
damage hose when walking the 
distance between the car and the 
building. 

Arrows or signs are needed to 
direct traffic to enter each lane of 
the parking lot in one direction. 
Chances of accidents or scratches 
would lessen under this type of 
traffic directions. 

More cars would fit in the 
parking lot-at the moment one 
cars used about two parking 
spaces. People will not be trying 
to squeeze between cars as often. 
People will also have a better idea 
of where they can park. In all, the 
lined parking spaces will help 
regulate the parking of cars. 

Students who take night clas
ses have a more serious com
plaint. Have you ever tried to find 
a parking space in the Tech-Voe 
parking lot at night or even 
around 6 p.m.? This parking lot is 
evercrowded and very disorderly. 
Cars squeeze in between other 
cars. Cars pass each other in 
opposite directions in a single 
lane. The sides of roads are lined 
with cars- some cars even block 
other cars in. 

This article has so far spoken 
for the students, faculty, and staff 
who use the Tech-Voe parking 
lot, now let's hear the other side 
of the story. 

According to Joe Faulk, "Par
king is not as much a problem as 
more classrooms, desks, and 

chairs." Joe Faulk, feels that 
students need to cooperate and 
drive slower. The parking lot is not 
ideal, but better than last year. 
Most would rather walk on loose 
gravel than in potholes with 
inch-deep water. Gravel is 
brought out to fill holes when 
potholes form. 

After speaking to Ed Brown, it 
was found that negotiations have 
been going on for two years 
concerning the Phase II Contract 
for COM's Tech-Voe parking lot. 
They are still trying to resolve the 
whole situation of clearing up 
potholes. 

Joe Hoover, one of the archi
tects, " ... is advising and recom
mending not to accept the 
parking lot as it is." The contract 
is not closed and the college has 
not paid for all of the parking lot 
work. 

When the parking lot was 
constructed, there was a heavy 
rain and a chance was taken on 
proper moisture of soil. A decision 
had to be made with the college 
pressing to have the parking lot 

The next stop, educationally 
speaking, was the University of 
Houston, where Dr. Yorn earned 
her doctorate in psychology last 
May. While at UH, she served as 
Assistant Director of the Reading 
Clinic, a position which involved 
the coordination of teaching 
fellows in the instruction of an 
undergraduate course entitled 
"Effective Study." 

While at UH, Dr. Yorn also 
taught courses in Introductory 
Psychology, Effective Study and 
Psychology of Adolescence. She 
conducted a counselling and 
testing practice at the college's 
Counselling an'd Testing Center, 
and also administered psycho
logical tests and diagnosed prob
lems of children for the Harris 
County Child Welfare Unit. 

At COM, Dr. Yorn teaches 
Introduction to Psychology and 
Child Development and Growth. 
She finds the wide cross-section 
of students a tremendous source 
of i.umulation. 

"When you have middle-age 
women and recent high school 
graduates contributing their un
derstandings and values, the 
result is a stimulating class 
experience for all of us," she 
commented. 

In addition to her teaching 
duties, part of her working day is 
spent in working as a research 
associate for COM's Education 
Research Department. 

"Our current project is follow
ing up on 500 former students to 
determine how well College of the 

finished. However, this lot was 
the last one to be completed. 

You have now heard from both 
sides of the story about the 
parking lot. If you have any 
comments on the Tech-Voe par
king lot, feel free to write what 
you feel and have it printed in THE 
MAINLAND COMET. Drop your 
comments in the Journalism box 
at the Information Desk in the 
College Center. 

For 'Bowl Picks' 

See 

'Sports Tallt' 

on 
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Mainland prepared them for the 
next step in their lives," she 
explained. 

Research, especially pure re
search, is a deep and abiding 
interest, especially in the areas of 
human learning, personality, test
ing and measurement and lan
guage learning. 

"All it takes to be a good 
reasearcher is a curious mind and 
a determination to take nothing 
for granted," Dr. Yorn declared 
with firm conviction. 

Her curiosity has been honed to 
a publishable level. Her findings 
have appeared in articles which 
she has written for such presti
gious professional journals as 
JOURNAL OF EDUCATIONAL 
PSYCHOLOGY, JOURNAL OF 
COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGY, 
BRITISH JOURNAL OF SOCIAL 
AND CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY, 
JOURNAL OF PSYCHOLINGUI
STIC RESEARCH and others. 

Although she has lived in the 
United Statesfor9years, Dr. Yorn 
still marvels at the freedom and 
upward mobility that most people 
here take for granted. 

"Korean parents would practi
cally starve themselves to provide 
the educational opportunities 
which are fully available here," 
she observed, adding that educa
tion has one of the highest 
priorities in the Korean value 
system. 

"The results of this system are 
evident in her own family: One 
brother graduated from Ohio 
State University and is now a 
Dean in a Korean University, one 
sister is a librarian at USC and 
another teaches philosophy at a 
Korean college, while her other 
sister is studying to be an art 
curator in Germany. 

Dr. Yom's philosophy of life is 
essentially based on an Oriental 
fatalism, laced with western prag
matism and drive. She expresses 
herself with wit and an exotic 
meld of precise sentence struc
ture and the campus slang she 
acquired during her years in the 
academic world. 

Although her life is now 
centered in Texas City, Dr. Yorn 
has not forgotten her birthplace. 
In fact, she looks ahead to the 
time she can translate psychology 
books for Korean students who 
have iittie access to the iatest 
finding in the field. 

"I've found a warm, open and 
intellectually-stimulating 'home' 
here at College of the Mainland," 
she declared with the massive grin 
that illuminates her face. 
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Editorial 
Guest Editorial 

Is It Laziness 
Or Necessity? 

by JERRY BRYANT 

In response to the recent editorial concerning the slovenly imagery (or 
laziness as it was termed) provided by our students in the College Center, 
I would like to extend the following rationale for such behavior. 

First of all, it has been conveyed by various means to the students that 
the College Center (theirs) is an outlet from the academic rigors of the 
classroom, an area of rest, relaxation, and casualness. As for sleeping on 
the c~uches, from what little I understand it is a biological necessity, 
especially for a student from Houston or La Porte (two I am aware of) 
who attend 8 a.m. classes, must stay here all day, practice every day or 
play a basketball game on some nights and then return home and work 
until 2 or 3 a.m. and begin the grind again the next day. I am sure there 
are other cases available. In fact, on some 15 hour days I have been 
known to recline on a couch myself for a few moments. 

Relative to how the situation looks to visitors, I do not feel the students 
are obligated to perform for them in any unnatural manner. Let's leave 
the entertainment to the proper committee. Furthermore, I am sure our 
students receive enough negative feedback from other groups regarding 
their personal appearance (clothes, hair, posture, etc.). Must we continue 
the trend? 

Finally, in respect to the reference about the neglect or lack of college 
tradition that is prevalent, I consider the behavior described as being 
extremely traditional. So how about it, let's find something more relevant 
to bitch about? 

What's Happened 
to Christmas? 

by DONNA BEREND 

I was at first surprised to see the short, almost flippant answers some 
of our "Chatterbox" interviewees gave to the question "what does 
Christmas mean to you." Then I began to consider what Christmas has 
really become for most of us. I'm sad to think that it really has come to 
mean presents and bills. 

It's still a holy day in our home, with the central theme the celebration 
of the birth of Christ, the Son of God. Each year we read the scripture 
relating to this holy season and try to emphasize that, because it is Jesus' 
birthday, we shouldthintt more of giving to others than of just what we 
will get. 

There are those who argue that the probable date of Christ's birth was 
sometime in April or May, in the year 7 BC. They also argue that 
Christmas was originally a pagan holiday celebrated during December as 
the days began to lengthen (the holiday of lights). 

Then the Christians designated December 25 as the day to celebrate 
Christ's birth. This date closely coincided with both the old Jewish and 
pagan holy days and so became a Christian holy day as well. 

Now it seems to be a new pagan holiday to "worship" materialism. 
Christmas has become a hectic season of spending more money than 
one can afford on cards, gifts, and parties. It seems that somewhere, 
somehow, Christ gets lost in heaps of mail, wrapping paper, hangovers, 
and bills. 

How did we stray so far from celebrating the birthday of the Holy 
Child? But more important, how do we get back? I don't know the 
answers; I wish I did. 

And so comes my Christmas wish to all my brothers and sisters, not 
only at COM, but throughout the world: that we all may find glory in the 
coming of the Christ as did the angels, shepherds, and wise men on that 
first Christmas day. 

Christmas Sales 
Expected to Be Low 

by RON BURLESON 

With sky rocketing inflation, strikes, food and energy shortages and an 
unsure stock market, the Christmas season is looking a little bleak to 
most merchants this· year. 

According to US News and World Report, sales on most items in 
stores are down even though this is the time of year that people usually 
buy things. The economy isn't looking too good 'and a lot of folks are 
holding back on the usual Christmas time shopping spree. 

Most store owners say they expect to sell less this year. This has 
caused some cutbacks in Christmas decorations, but an increase in 
advertising and the number of sale items offered. 

Competition among stores will be higher than ever before as more 
customers are shopping only for the items on sale. This trend will 
produce more discounts and price cuts if the public continues to shop 
wisely and look for the best values. 

The only thing we as consumers can do to effectively hold the line on 
inflation is to refuse to pay such ridiculous prices for things we really 
don't need. Even if we have to sacrifice a few things now, in the long run 
we wm be much better off if prices go down. 

Christmas 197 4 

Is this all it means? 

Holiday Dates Should 
Not Be Changed 

by BRENDA GREENOUGH 

Recently I have heard there are a group of Congressmen trying to 
change the official Armistice Day holiday back to it's original date of 
November 11, the day of the signing of the armistice between the Allies 
and Germany ending World War I-a day we have celebrated for 56 years 
until the last few years when it was changed to October. 

Why was it changed in the first place? Don' t important dates in history 
such as November 11 mean anything to these Americans. 

Most of the dates Congress has changed has been for our benefit, so 
they claim. The holiday is moved to the closest Monday or Friday in order 
to give us a long weekend. And then if we are lucky enough to not be 
included, we sit back and watch the weekend fatality count mount up as 
it reaches unseeming boundless number. 

I suppose they feel this is progress. To me this is one step taken in the 
wrong direction. Our history is composed of dates, places and people and 
to change the dates is to change our history. 

Who knows- next they may change Christmas, the day we celebrate 
the birth of Christ. 

SENIOR CITIZEN'S 

BAZAAR 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14th 

COM STUDENT CENTER 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 12:00-4:00 

ARTS & CRAFTS FOR SAlE 

The Mainland Comet 

Comets' 
Comments: 

Editor: 
On November 14, it was varified 

that a very bad situation had 
over-come much of the student 
body, faculty and staff of COM. 
As a matter of fact, the only ones 
not affected were the cheerlea
ders, or should I say cheerers. 

The direct effects of this 
situation are not near as bad as 
the side affects such as the 

- embarrassment of our cheerlea
ders, and shame, not to mention 
the inexcusable inconsideration 
on the part of the ungrateful 
audience who didn't even deserve 
a pep rally. 

In closing, I must say that if I 
were a cheerleader, I would 
boycott the student body. Also, if 
you voted for a cheerleader 
(which very few of you did), you 
should support them and not 
embarrass them as you did on the 
14th. 

Dear Editor: 

Respectfully, 
G. Nathan Pheneger 

In reply to your editorial, " How 
Does It Look?" in the November 
15 issue of THE MAINLAND 
COMET, we would like to present 
our views. This is a student center 
and made available for our use. It 
is better to sleep on a couch in the 
student center than to sleep 
through class. Some students 
have to be out at COM from 8 
a.m. till 9 p.m. and get tired. Have 
you ever been tired? We feel it is 
not a show of laziness, but resting 
up for the next class. So, please 
do not disturb the sleepers! ~ 

Sincerely, 
Karen A. Rex 

Dear petitioners: 
You failed to answer the 

question: "How Does It Look?" 
However, I agree. 

Cliff Mabry 
COMET reporter 

Dear Ms. Rex: 
It has been the policy of this 

publication to print all editorials. 
However, these editorials do not 
necessarily represent the opinion 
of the College, COMET staff, or 
the editors. 

Yes, this editor does get tired, 
and, if I feel the need, rather than 
use expensive fuel to make many 
trips between my home and the 
campus, I too would take a nap in 
the student center. 

Thank you for your comments. 
Donna Berend, 

Managing Editor 

TIii-: \fAfNLAND COMET 

FOUNDED 1973 

Published by the College of the 
Mainland Journalism Department 
for the purpose of serving the 
college community. Publication 
dates are the 1st and 15th of each 
month. Copy deadlines are the 8th 
and 24th of each month. Copy is 
accepted by staff members or at 
the College Center Information 
Desk. 
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Features 
The Record Shop: 

'Wrap Around Joy' 
by JUDY GARRETT 

It seems like each time I listen to a Carole King album for the first time 
as a whole, I never pick up any variety. It all sounds the same until. .. ! take 
each song separately. Then and then only can I find the hidden ingenuity 
in every phrase and every measure of her music. You really have to listen 
to her songs more than once to get something out of them, and probably 
it's because they are of such high quality. But after being exposed to her 
rhythm and sounds, it doesn't take long to come down with Carole King 
fever. 

I think her newest album, Wrap Around Joy, being her 7 or 8th album, 
proves that the Carole King fever is incurable as well as contagious. The 
new album contains "Jazzman" and "Gentle Me" along with ten others 
just as good. Carole seems to have a knack at singing about love and life 
the way it really is- though truly complex, she puts it in simple words 
everyone can understand but at the same time makes you think about 
them. 

Her music and poetry is not all about the bright, clean side of life either. 
She sings about the distortions and personal sorrows in the world. But 
most important she is another maker of good music (like artists are 
supposed to be) and her music seems to be improving with each record. 

As a very talented musician and vocalist, she writes almost all her 
songs which adds to her uniqueness. I'm sure you will like Carole King in 
her newest album, Wrap Around Joy. I did. 

MARY STICKNEY 

MIKE FOXWORTH 

by JUDY GARRETT 

QUESTION: WHAT DOES 
CHRISTMAS MEAN TO YOU? 

MARY STICKNEY: Presents! 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
Sure . . . . And if you have no 

expensive gifts to present, give 
some love away. 

Santa Claus American Style 
He was the patron saint of 

European schoolboys during the 
Middle ages, a saint who was thin, 
very tall, quite strict, and extreme
ly serious. 

Early Dutch settlers brought 
this saint to the New World, and 
American wirters and artists 
changed him. Washington Irving 
wrote of him as the guardian of 
New York City in his Knickerboc
ker's History of New York. The 
saint was described as a jolly 
fellow with huge breeches and 
broad hat, and he was smoking a 
long pipe. Additionally, he rode a 
wagon over trees and houses and 
dropped gifts from his huge 
pockets down chimneys. 

In 1822, Clement C. Moore 
pictured him in his famous A Visit 
from St. Nicholas as a rounded, 
jolly person with twinkling eyes, a 
red snub nose, and a white beard. 
The saint's long pipe was reduced 
in size; the wagon was changed to 
a sleigh; and his Dutch clothing 
altered to a suit that was trimmed 
with fur. The sleigh, of course, 
came complete with reindeer, 
probably borrowed from the 
Scandinavian settlers in America. 
Oddly enough, the name Santa 
Claus was not mentioned. 

Then, Thomas Nast, the car
toonist, changed the saint even 
more in his famous picture, 
"Santa Claus and His Works," 

1•.~~ 4, '~·r 
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which appeared in Christmas, 
1866 issue of Harper's Weekly. 
That picture is exactly what Santa 
Claus looks like today, together 
with sleigh, reindeer, toys, and 

stockings hung by the fireplace. 
Isn't it interesting what Ameri

can ingenuity can do to a solemn, 
middle-aged saint' from Europe .... 

CHARLOTTE HENDERSON 

MIKE FOXWORTH: Christmas 
means being with people. 

CHARLOTTE HENDERSON: To 
me, it means Christ's Birthday and 
getting presents. 

Careers: 
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RUSTY TREYBIG 

JOHN BAL/ONE 

RUSTY TREYB/G: Just another 
day. 

JOHN BALIONE: Bills! 

Police Profession 
Goes Professional 

by MARGIE RENFRO 

In the past, the Police profes
sion was practiced by amateurs. 
Little education was required and 
inadequate compensation was 
offered. Society has always de
manded the medicine or law 
profession have precise and ex
tremely careful education stan
dards. 

Why then, has society de
manded so little education for a 
police officer who makes daily life 
or death decisions affecting the 
community he serves? Now, a 
more responsible approach is 
being taken involving the Police 
profession. 

At COM three programs are 
offered in the law Enforcement 
Division. An associate in applied 
science degree serves as a 
terminal program or can be 
transferred to a senior institution. 
A general law enforcement pro
gram is offered with a one year 
certificate. Another program, Evi
dence Technician, is offered with 
a one ·year certificate. 

The Law Enforcement pro
grams are taught thrQugh class
room instruction and laboratory 
experience. This prepares the 
student to function as either a 
generalist in any law enforcement 
agency or an evidence technician 
operating in a crime laboratory or 
mobile unit concerned with pho
tography, collection, preservation, 
transportation and preparation of 
physical evidence. 

Many people believe there are 
limited types of jobs in law 
Enforcement, but there are many 
offered. Other than the Policeman 
and Policewoman, there are Crim
inal Investigators, FBI agents, 
Treasury agents, Narcotics a
gents, Highway Patrolmen, Iden
tification Technicians, and numer
ous others. These professionals 
with specialized interests and 
abilities are needed to recognize 
and fill the needs in the depart
ment of investigation. 

Howard Katz, chairman of Law 
Enforcement, is more than willing 
to answer any questions you may 
have concerning this division. Mr. 
Katz's office is in the Tech-Voe 
Building and an appointment can 
be made by calling Ext 285. 

Scott Perthuis 
Elected 
Vice President 

Scott Perthuis is College of the 
Mainland's new Student Senate 
Vice President. Scott had been 
elected to the Senate as a 
sophomore representative in the 
earlier Fall election. 

Scott took 88 votes to win over 
Debbie Liebhart with 35 and 
Sharon MacKenna with 20 votes. 
The vote totals indicate the usual 
light voter turnout. Joe Hensley 
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Entertainment 
Reviews: 

Art Should Please 
the Common Man 

by JOE HENSLEY 

Recently the COM Gallery was visited by three fine sculptors' exhibits. 
Several English 131 classes visited these exhibits as part of their class 
~ork. These students were to choose one of the pieces of art and analyze 
1t. Much to their surprise the exhibits ranged from a wide variety of talent 
to absurdity. · 

Very few found an overwhelming urge to spent $650 on a cookie 
· cutter. I realize it must have taken much time and patience to produce 
this "piece of art," but its appeal is questionable. Perhaps English 131 art 
critics are not the most knowledgeable critics of art, but I believe that 
these students do know what they like and what they would be willing to 
pay for it. 

What the artists of today need is an approach to appeal to the wants 
and budgets of the common American consumer and to those who have 
little or no knowledge of art. Thit would seem to be one of the most 
profitable ventures one could undt::rtake. After all, as the old adage says 
"If is has to be explained, is it worth seeing?" 

'The Happening' Is 
for Christmas Season 

by CLIFF MABRY 

"The Happening," by John Wahtera, is a heart-warming story 
comparable to "Miracle on 54th Street." 

Digby Bell, a poor but happy artist, delivers the true meaning of 
Christmas to orphans who cannot afford Santa Claus. 

Digby lives with his pregnant girlfriend, Blossom, while taking in stray 
cats and people to his warm, abandoned building that he calls home. 

Digby's happening finally involves the neighborhood preacher, Big 
Mohammed (the local black militant), and the mayor. Complete with a 
light show and a flying dove of peace, Digby delights the crowd without 
commercializing Christmas. 

This short book deserves a five star rating by any critic. 
It has been called a hippie Christmas Carol. I call it a must tor those who 
would put a price tag on Christmas. 

The Mainland Comet 

COM Applauds Sanders 

DON SANDERS 

Senior Citizens' Bazaar 
Benefits Memorial Fund 

A Senior Citizens Bazaar, spon
sored by College of the Main
land's Senior Citizens Program, 
will be held on Saturday, Decem
ber 14, in the College Center, 1 to 
4 p.m. The general public is 
cordially invited. 

Special booths, such as Gran
ny's Pantry, White Elephant and 
Friendship, will be set up to sell 
baked goods, hand-made quilts, 
Christmas decorations and other 
unique, hand-made items. 

Other groups may secure booth 
with a $2 do~tion which will go, 
together with all proceeds, to the 
College of the Mainland Georgie 
Que Berry Seniors Memorial 
Fund. 

A special drawing will be held 
for a beautiful, handmade quilt
spread which has been put 
together by members of the COM 
Senior Citizens Program. 

"It's been marvelous to see the 
tremendous amount of loving 
care and dedication that has been 
put into the Bazaar by our senior 
citizens," commented Mrs. Sadie 
Poole, Coordinator of the pro
gram. "The members feel they 
have a worthwhile project and 
have committed themselves 
wholeheartedly;" she added. 

For further information regar
ding the Bazaar, please call 
938-1211, Ext. 432. 

COM Administration Council 
Proposes New Alarm System 

At a meeting of the COM 
Administrative Council, Novem 
ber 26, a new Campus Alarm 
System was proposed. 

The new system will be as 
follows: 
One long bell (20 seconds) -

Security Officer to call operator; 
Two long bells (20 seconds 

each)- All persons evacuate; 

Three long bells (20 seconds 
each) - Return to buildings. 

The new system was propo
sed by Mr. Brown and it was the 
consensus of the Council that it 
should be used to replace the 
present system. Copies of the 
new code have been posted 
throughout the Campus. 

on 

Don Sanders, talented folk 
singer and composer, returned for 
a second engagement at College 
of the Mainland on Thursday, 
November 21, in the College 
Center. 

Sanders had received rave 
notices on his concert tours from 
coast to coast. One music critic 
observed: "Everytime I hear him 
play, I come away impressed by 
his feeling for people, by the way 
he entertains and communicates 
with us." 

John Wilson of the Houston 
CHRONICLE commented 
"He has developed that envious 
capacity to laugh at himself and at 
the fiobles of society." 

Described as a "troubadour and 
a rugged individualist of the old 
school," Don Sanders' repertoire 
consists of laughter and love, of 
roaches, humans and mechanical 
beasts, of death, life, America and 
the Universe. His words must be 
checked on all levels-Don San
ders didn't get a degree in 
philosophy without sometimes 
pondering the deeper meanings. 

Sanders recently produced, ar
ranged and marketed an album 
which received an enthusiastic 
reception. 

The coffeehouse was sponsor
ed by the Entertainment Commit
tee of the College Center Pro
grams Council. 

Dickens' Play 
Presented 
for Christmas 

by CLIFF MABRY 

Celebrate the Christmas season 
with the Mainland Community 
Theatre's production of Charles 
Dicken's "A Christmas Carol." 

The cast includes several chil
dren, many from families of the 
faculty and staff at COM. Several 
COM students also participate in 
the play. 

According to Bea Weberlein, 
the play offers good entertain
ment tor the entire family. It may 
be seen from December 17 to the 
21, at 8 p.m., in the Fine Arts 
Arena. 

On December 13 and 15, at 4 
p.m., the Mainland Chorale, di
rected by Larry Stanley, will 
present a multi-media presenta
tion of Handel's Mess1a, in the 
Teaching Auditorium. The con
cert will begin at 4 p.m., costing 
one dollar per person. 

All persons interested in partici
pating in "A Funny Thing Hap
pened on the Way to the Forum" 
should contact Bea Weberlein for 
tryout dates. Also, persons want
ing to learn stage lighting are 
requested to contact Mrs. Weber
lein as soon as possible. 
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Sports 
Sports Tallc: 

by JEFF BLASS 

The most important sports revelation that I have run across lately was 
brought to my attention by Dr. John Hubisz, the head of our Physics 
Department, when he explained to me the reason for the little ropes 
which surround the field house. According to Dr. Hubisz they were left 
there by the builders because the exact location of the structure was 
never decided upon. If the gym needed to be moved a few inches one 
direction or another then all that had to be done was to obtain the use of 
some good strong backs and then proceed to tug and pull where 
necessary on the many ropes. 

Surely this must solve the riddle that has been plaguing our minds for 
the past few weeks. For those of you who are in the dark as to the 
situation, then I suggest a quick trip out to the gym where upon 
investigation one will spy several small ropes surrounding the base of the 
building. These are the handy features which I spoke of in the above. To 
those who have been following the progress of the great COM rope 
adventure, then take a deep sigh of relief. To those who know Dr. Hubisz 
and have also been following this mystery then you will probably 
conclude that our physics professor has been gazing at the heavens a bit 
too much lately. 

TOO MUCH BULL AND TURKEY DEPT: 
I recently had the cold pleasure of seeing the Longhorns make fools 

out of the Aggies up at Austin. The College Station Cadets looked as if 
they had just gotten up from the Turkey Day table. They played as 
enthusiastic as you feel after putting on that annual November bloat. 

After the first forty-eight seconds the game took on a completely 
different color. By color I don't mean burnt orange, but rather that of a 
dull and bitter cold winter gray. I nearly froze to death up in those stands. 
Like an idiot, I only wore a wafer thin sport coat for any extra protection 
against the elements, and I paid old Jack Frost a heavy price. 

Texas was whipping those Aggies so bad you couldn't even shake a 
stick at it. It got to the point where the only thing on your mind was 
keeping warm and hoping that the time keeper would let the clock run so 
you could split and find a place to thaw out. 

CHEERLEADERS: 
I wanted to mention how much the Comet Cheerleaders have been 

adding to the games which they have attending so far. Their routines and 
spirit have been excellent and we should all be proud and enthusiastic 
about the fine job they have been doing. 

However, head cheerleader Carol Boyd was nearly left out in the cold 
the other night when the comets played Angelina. It seems as though the 
rest of the cheer chicks had other plans that evening, leaving Carol and 
Teresa Caulk to handle the pep duties. Let's hope that this year's 
cheerleaders don't fade out of the picture especially after they have 
shown us such good efforts up to date. 

THE EARLY BIRD DOESN'T ALWAYS GET THE FATTEST WORM 
DEPT: 

The way the bowl game teams have been decided this year is really a 
puzzling matter. Why do they decide who will play in what bowl when 
teams have as many as two games left to play in the regular season. It 
appears as though this can sometimes have a bad consequence for some 
of the teams who are bowl bound. 

The Cougars from U of H just lost a contest to a stubborn Tulsa team 
partly because the outcome of the game was meaningless to them. It is 
not ridiculous to think that no matter how much pride in winning some 
teams place they still might relax if they know they have achieved their 
goals so easily. 

In argument, you could site the case of Baylor who had to fight a real 
uphill battle to get where they are now. The threat of no post season 
appearance might have spurred them on to bigger and better things. 

Nevertheless, it still makes sense to me that the bowl officials should 
wait until the entire scrapp is over before deciding on the winner. That 
way we can see who really wants it when the struggle starts to get ripe 
with age. 

BOWL GAME PICKS: 
While in the midst of catching a few zzz's last night a sudden but 

brilliant revelation pounced upon my brain. There was a blinding flash of 
light and a thunderous voice which graced me with the divine knowledge 
of who is going to win the seven big bowl games coming up over the 
holidays. Why I was singled out from amongst the multitude is a mystery 
but the fact remains and I feel it is my duty to let all of my schoolmates at 
COM in on the scoop. With this information on who is going to whip who 
you should all be able to make the yuletide a bit brighter by placing a few 
wagers with unsuspecting friends and relatives not fortunate enough to 
read the COMET. 

I now ask you to sit back and read these while the skies darken and the 
lightning flashes. It all reminds me of when Charlton Heston (Moses) was 
standing on Mr. Siani and the Ten Commandments were emblazed on 
the tablets. This time it's the winners of the bowl games that are 
predicted. 

Orange Bowl and the National Championship-Alabama over Notre 
Dame by 14 points. 

Rose Bowl- Ohio State nipping Southern California by a scant 3 
points. 

Cotton Bowl-Baylor to surprise Penn State by a 2 point upset. 
Sugar Bowl- Nebraska to down Florida by 10 points. 
Astro-Bluebonnet-U of H to edge North Carolina State by 7 points. 
Gater Bowl- Auburn will ruin Christmas for Daddy D. and Texas by 5 

points. 
Liberty Bowl- Maryland will toy with Tennessee beating them by 14 

points. 

Page 5 

Larry Turner, #15, and Arthur Jackson, #12, await results of tippoff. 

Comets Balance Record 
by JEFF BLASS 

The Comets have really had an 
up and down season so far and 
there may be many reasons for 
the 3 wins and 3 losses showing 
to date. According to head coach 
Jerry Bryant, the Comets "just 
haven't been able to put two 
halves together." He was quick to 
point out "We are capable of 
being a real powerhouse with the 
people we've got and the Howard 
County game proves it." 

The Comets defeated the How
ard County team early this year by 
the score of 96 to 84 here at COM. 
The Howard County bunch was 
built up as one of the toughest 
small college teams in the state. 
In explanation for the Comets 

inconsistency coach Bryant said, 
"Our biggest problem is that we 
can play defense one half but then 
fall apart the next and allow the 
other teams to catch up." It is 
apparent that the Comets haven't 
done so hot at the free throw line 
either. As a matter of fact, they 
are only ripping the chords at 
about 60% from the charity stripe. 
This surely hurt in the Comets' 
three losing causes. 

Looking back, the Comets have 
only really been waxed once. 
The first game of the season 
against Angelina the Mainland 
men were pretty rnuch taken to 
the cleaners. They then proceed• 
ed to take two at home against 
Howard County and then the 
Comets demolished Texas South• 
most 113 to 75. These two games 
showed what the Comets are 
capable of. 

The next game with Schreiner 
Institute at Kerrville was one of 
good effort but a bad shooting 
eye at the free throw line. The 
Comets lost this one 85 to 89 but 
the team played valiantly 

Angelina was back in town not 
too long ago and this one ended 
once again in favor of Angelina a 
lack of aggressiveness on the 
boards being the main problem. 
Now at two and three the Comets 
entertained Concordia Lutheran 
who had beaten Angelina earlier 
in the season. The Comets just 
beat the whey out of the 
Concordia Stags. Our team domi
nated in nearly every aspect of the 
game and each player contributed 
a fine effort. That final was a 
whopping 96 to 69 with the blue 
and white defense sparkling the 
whole night through. 

As far as individuals go the 
player that comes to mind is old 
agile Arthur Jackson. Arthur is 
averaging over thirty points a 
game and can be counted on for a 
major portion of the rebounding. 
His buddy Byron Thompson has 
surprised the fool out of a great 
many of us this season. Byron, 
who hasn't played a lick of 
organized basketball before, has 
proven to be one of the teams 
leading rebounders and is a very 
capable scorer. Randolph Lynch 
and Joel Harden have been 
steady performers for the Comets 
each providing his own aspect to 
the game. Lynch has been a 
superb ball handler and quite a 
threat on defense while Harden is 
the consistent scorer and perfor
mer who can be counted on game 
after game. 

John Parker and Ricky Reagan 
are the Comet bench strength 
who will be relied upon heavily 
during the remainder of the 
season for keeping the game alive 
when the starting line gets a little 
shaky. 

Big Larry Turner who was 
looked upon by the team as the 
best rebounder has not come 

through. He has failed to scor(!·· 
and compete with the tough 
opposition so far and will have ·to 
improve his game to the level he is 
capable of. 

The Comets have played with 
great enthusiasm through most .of 
the season and have proven that 
they possess a real offensive 
threat. Considering the calibre of 
teams they face, the Mainland 
men are doing well indeed. It is 
sad to think, though, that they 
could have done better now that 
we have the advantage of hind
sight. 

If the first half of play for the 
Comets was any indication of just 
what to look for from them then 
we can safely assume that the 
Comets just may be the team to 
beat in Gulf Coast Jr. College 
Conference. Good coaching and 
some fine attitude from the 
players have provided us with 
some top winning efforts so take 
time out from your busy schedule 
and watch a Comet game. The 
program could be developing into 
something pretty big. 

The game that was scheduled 
for December 12 against Schrie
ner has been canceled. • 

Ricky Taylor, #33, readies for rebound as Comets put up shot 
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Odds & Ends 
Coming Events 

CHRISTMAS BUFFET-The an
nual Christmas Buffet and Recep
tion will be held Wednesday, 
December 11, at 12 noon, in the 
College Center. The buffet, spon
sored by the Student Life Divi
sion, is for all faculty, staff and 
students. The cost is $1.50 per 
person and reservations may be 
made through Karen Atkinson's 
office. The reception, sponsored 
by the Student Center Programs 
Council is free to all faculty, 
students and staff and it will begin 
at 1 p.m. 

COM SINGERS-The Student 
Center Programs Council presents 
the COM Singers under the 
direction of Larry Stanley in a 
program of Christmas selections 
and popular tunes Tuesday, De
cember 10, at 12:30 p.m. in the 
College Center. They will be 
accompanied by rhythm guitar 
and drums. In addition to the 
Christmas favorites, they will be 
singing "The First Time I Ever 
Saw Your Face," "love is Blue'' 
and a selection of jazz and rock 
number. Admission is free. 

CHRISTMAS DANCE-The 
anm.ttll Christmas Dance, spon
sored by the College Center 
Programs Council, is scheduled 
for Thursday, December 12, from 
8 p.m., till ... , in the College 
Center. This year's dance will 
feature a popular local band, 
EEZE. The cost is $1 per person 
with a COM ID card and $1.50 per 
person without ID cards. Tickets 
may be purchased at the door or 
from any College Center Pro
grams Council member. Everyone 
is invited. 

REGISTRATION-Final registra
tion and fee payment for the 1975 
Spring semester will be held on 
Thursday, January 16. The dead
line to file your applications for 
admission is Wednesday, January 
8. 

The first day of Spring semester 
classes will be Monday, January 
20. January 20 and 21 are days set . 
aside to coffect schedules wheth
er it be the college's error or the 
students. 

Students who took advantage 
of early registration which was 

held on November 25 through 
27, and December 2 through 6, 
must remember to pay their fees 
by Friday, January 10. According 
to Gary Ferden, Assistant Director 
of Admissions and Records, "If 
students who pre-registered do 
not pay their fees by January 10, 
their class cards will be returned 
to the card files and they will be 
required to go through advise
ment and registration on January 
16." 

CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA· 
The first annual College of the 
Mainland Children's Christmas 
Extravaganza will be held Satur
day, December 21, in the COM 
Arena Theatre. Dickens' "Christ
mas Carol" will be presented at 
10 a.m. with Santa Claus arriving 
at approximately 11 a.m. All 
faculty, staff and students are 
invited to bring their children or 
neighbors. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult. 

Notify John Hubisz if you plan 
to attend and how many children 
you will bring. 

Bring a small gift for each child 
you plan to bring to the General 
Adult Education office no later 
than Wednesday, December 18. 
Please mark the gift clearly (no 
tags) with the child's first and last 
name. 

The Mainland Comet 

FEMALE PIPE SMOKER? Yes, Karen Rex, who also favors 
sleeping in the College center, does smoke a pipe, as she is shown 
doing in the above photo. 

COM Comets Clobber GCC 
The COM Comets clobbered 

the Galveston Community College 
basketball team Tuesday night 
with a final score of 119 over 54. 

Byron Thompson scored 23 

points and captured 20 rebounds 
during the game. Arthur Jackson 
led the scoring with 32 points, 
while John Parker led with 10 
assists. 
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DR. RHAME OF SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 

Dr. Rhame Plans New 
Course for Spring 1975 

Dr. Rhame of the Science 
Department is starting a new 
course for the Spring semester. 
The course is an Ecology Course 
which will be transferrable and 
may be taken by Biology majors 
or as an elective by other 
students. 

The course will concentrate on 
the different techniques used to 
measure the environment. The tab 
will consist mainly of field trips to 
waste and sewage plants, the 
Bureau of Fisheries, and several 
area plants to study their pollution 

control methods. An overnight 
trip is also in the planning stages. 

This three-semester hour 
course has been thoroughly re
searched so that it will be as close 
as possible to the same course 
taught at a four year college. The 
only prerequisites for the course 
are Biology 141 and 142. 

Another new concept in the 
course is the use of a paperback 
text. This is to maintain a flow of 
up-to-date information. Joe Hens
ley 

A (!14ristmas 

Use one crisp-cold December eve topped by sparkling stars. 
Add a pinch of frost and a layer of crunchy snow. 
Prepare a crackling hot fireplace. 
Sprinkle in some holly and a dash of fir. 
Mix gently with a preparation of family and friends. 
Top this mixture with the joy of a get-together. 
let simmer in the warmth and good will of each one's heart. 
Season with a few smiles and a bushel of love. 
Set before an evergreen tree tinseling with silver and topped by the 

star of hope. 
Serve to the strains of a Christmas Carol. 
Feel the goodness of living. 
And the yield is one VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS. 
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Choose Courses Wisely 
It is very important to be careful 

in the selection of courses at 
College of the Mainland for 
students who plan to transfer to a 
four-year college or university. 
Each student needs to be aware 
of the courses that will transfer 
and the ones that will not. 

There are three major groups 
that courses fall under. One group 
is coucses that are transferrable to 
any and all colleges. These 
courses are normally considered 
Freshman and Sophomore clas
ses and consist of your basic 
English, History, Physical Educa
tion, Biology, Mathematics, etc. 

The second group is courses 
that some will transfer and some 
will not. This is usually according 
to your major and/or what 
university you plan to transfer to. 

The thtr:,d group is courses that 
definitely will not transfer. This 
group includes all non-credit 
courses and some of your techni
cal-vocationai training courses. 

According to George E. Tho
mas, Associate Dean -Academic 
Programs, "Choosing a major 
field of study and the selection of 
courses a student should take is a 
complicated task. Each student, 
whether he has chosen a major or 
not, should consult with a faculty 
advisor or a counselor who can 
help him select the courses that 
will be transferrable to another 
college." 

Once a student has selected his 
major field of study and a 

by BRENDA GREENOUGH 

university which offers a bache
lor's degree in that field, he should 
write the Admissians Office of the 
university for a C11rrent copy of 
their catalog arm study the 
freshman and sophomore courses 
suggested. Then his counselor at 
the College of the Mai"'8nd can 
work with him to select the 
courses offered at COM that will 
transfer to the univasity. Early in 
the student's last semester at 
COM, he should apJjy for admis
sion to the university and ask the 
College of the Mainland's Records 
Office to send the Univssity a 
transcript of his credits. 

Those students w~ have not 
decided on a major fiekl of study 
should take those courses in 
group one, courses that will 
transfer to any college or univer
sity. Your counselor can select 
these courses for you and can 
perhaps aid you in deciding upon 
a major. 

A testing center in the Adminis
tration Building is available for 
students to aid in the selection of 
a major. It is adviseable for all 
students, ever;, those who have 
selected. a major, to take advan
tage of this opportunity. Students 
take a series of tests which 
determines which fields you are 
are stronger in and which you are 
weaker in. It can easily determine 
which field of study a student is 
more suited for. 

All courses should be complet
ed with a grade-point average of 

'I' Contract 
Is Better 
than an 'F' 

Now that it's too late to drop a 
course with a "W" withdrawal, 
what is the best step to take if the 
student is far behind in his 
studies? 

First of all the student should 
try to finish the minimum objec
tives by the fast day of the 
semester. If this is not possible 
and more time is needed to finish 
the minimum objectives, an "I" 
can be negotiated between the 
student and the professor. 

An "I" contract is a written 
agreement allowing the student 
additional time to complete the 
objectives of the course. The 
student will receive an "I" which 
will be changed to "A," "B," or 
"C" when the contract is compl&
ted. If the contract is not 
completed within the given time, 
the student will receive a "WI" 
withdrawal incomplete (which is 
the same as an "F"). 

For additional information on 
an "I" contract, contact your 
instructor. 

thought 
The most precious gifts are not 

wrapped in ribboned packages. 
They are the gifts wrapped by 
thought, by glance, by work, and 
presented from one heart to 
another. 

Such are the gifts of friendship 
and love. And they cost nothing. 

at least 2.0 (a " C" average). 
Actual grades and semester hours 
are transferred to the college or 
university the student transfers to. 

George Thomas urges each 
student to consider University of 
Houston at Clear Lake in deciding 
upon a four-yl!ar college to 
transfer to. According to Thomas, 
"It is close and they are working 
with College of the Mainland on 
comparable courses, schedules 
and transferrable semester hours. 
Although University of Houston 
at Clear Lake is open for a limited 
amount of courses at the present, 
construction of the new facility is 
planned to be completed by ihe 
Fall of 1976. At that time, they will 
be able to offer a complete 
schedule of courses for many 
Bachelor Degrees for College of 
the Mainland students. I urge 
each student to carefully consider 
this university." 

COM Veterans 
Organization 
Formed 

by CLIFF MABRY 

The veterans of COM met or 
November 15 to form the COM 
Veterans Service Organization; 
the first of its kind at COM. 

We were pleased to see a 
turnout of twenty-four veterans. It 
was decided that those not in 
attendance did not know about 
the meeting. 

Sonny Butts, Chairman of the 
Membership Committee of the lJ 
of H VSO, was the guest speaker. 
He informed the vets of the 
advantages in having a VSO. 

First, most vets don't fit into tht 
18-year-old, just out of high 
school bracket. The VSO helps· 
vets through the "Readjustmen1 
blues" offering fellowship with 
those who have been through the 
same thing. 

The COM VSO plans to have an 
office where vets may direct 
questions about benefits and 
other problems. Night students, 
who aren't able to contact the vet 
representative, may have the VSC 
find answers to their problems. 

The VSO educates vets on little 
known benefits, such as the 
Texas Veterans Land Act whict 
enables vets to go to any statf 
college, tuition free, after th€ 
federal bill has been used up. 

The vets attending the meetini; 
decided to hold the next meetin, 
in the Student Center, on Decem• 
ber 13, to nominate officers and t< 
elect a constitutional committee 

As I see it, the VSO's bes' 
function is to provide a collectivE 
voice for veterans on campus 
Tho~e who do not join the club 
minimize the power of veteram 
on and off campus. 

smile 
There was only one qi ~stion 01 

the exam, but the stuc 
not answer it. So he sub 
paper with these words 
an answer: "Who kno11 
Christmas!" I 

When the test pa/i 
corrected and returnedf 
these words below 
"Who passes, you fa\ 
New Year!" · 

'7t cou/1 
itted hi. 
·tead o 

Merf) 

wert 
1 reac 
own 

Happ1 
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I've been invited to a party, 
It's to celebrate the birth of a Child. 
But I have no gift to take Him, 
I have nothing to make Him smile. 

I've searched through the tinsel and sparkles 
Of each and every store for miles. · 
I've asked all my friends what they're giving, 
They have no more answers than I. 

It seems they think more of receiving 
Or of giving something to impress a friend. 
The children are all badgering Santa 
For a sack full of toys for them. 

Just as I was about to despair of my search 
And not even go see the Child 
I heard a voice inside me saying 
"Don't look without, look within." 

So I searched my soul for the answer 
I got down on my knees and I prayed 
"Oh, Lord, what can I give Your Son, 
What gift should I give on His birthday?" 

I heard no voice from heaven 
But I know the answer just the same 
The only gift He wants of me 
Is my good deeds, done in His name. 

by Donna Berend 
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vandals Strike TV Lounge See Page 7 for MoR·E details 

Comet Tilt Breeds Confusion 
By MATTHEW COOPER 

Comet Sports 
A controversy has arisen over 

the alleged beating of a basket
ball referee by College of the 

1
Mainland players at a tourna• 
ment held in Laredo January 11. 
R ic.bard Taylor, a Comet 
player, has been suspended; 
and as a result of an ad
ministrative misunderstanding, 
two Conference games have 
been forfeited. 

The incident began when 
Arthur Jackson of the Mainland 
Comets received his fifth per
sonal foul, with eight seconds 
remaining in double overtime. 
The score was 66-63 in favor of 
Laredo Junior College. 

Upon receiving his fifth per
sonal foul , Jackson was dis
qualified from play according to 
rules. This was in no way dis
puted by College of the 
Mainland or players. 

Also, according to rules, the 
team must have sixty seconds 
LO replace the disqualified 
player. 

Yet before any Comet player 
had reported to the game as a 
substitute, the official gave the 
ball to a Laredo player to i:hoot 
1 he foul shot. 

The Laredo player shnl and 
made it during an official time 
out, and with only four Come• 
players on the court. 

Coach Jerry Bryant then tried 
to discuss the legality of shoot
ing a free throw while time was 
out, but was informed by re
feree Fredrico Paez that he 
(Paez) was not aware that a 
sixty second rule existed. 

Al this point , refere" Isidro 
Garcia called a technical foul on 
Coach Br yant for being on the 
court. This call is also contrary 
to rules, as a coach is permitted 
to come on the court during a 
lime out. 

Coach Bryant then decided to 
remove his team from the floor, 
conceeding the game as a win to 
Laredo's credit, and terminat
ing the game, at that wint. 

However, the referee decided 
to conlinue the game with only 
one team on the court. The sec• 
ond free-throw related to Jack
son's foul and the technical foul 
was shot and made, bringing 
the score to 68-63. 

The ball was put 1mo play, 
and a basket was scored. Im
mediately after the ball had 
passed through the basket lo the 
floor. the ball was retrieved by 
a Laredo player and put into 
play again to score another 
hasket. 

Tht> _game ended ,., '" fi3 
Laredo's favor . 

This closing irr1den1 further 
1llus1 rates I tw referee's 
familiar;., ,,, 11 •n 1he rules. 

After a basket is scored, the 
opposing team has five secon<is 
lo put the ball into play. 

The officials, however, did not 
assess the Laredo player a tech
nical foul for improperly touch
ing the ball. 

Afl.er the game. had ended, 
Ken Anthony, a Comet m an
ager, went up to referee Garcia 
and made certain derogatory 
remarks. Garcia placed his 
hands on Antony's chest and 
pushed him backwar ds. 

Richard Taylor, then struck 
Garcia a single blow to tb.e 
forehead.Players,coaches, and 
security guards were successful 
in preventing a ny further 
problems. 

This account has come from 
written reports by Head Coach, 
Jerry Bryant; Assistant Coach, 
Bill Montague; Cheerleader 
sponsors, Beverly Douglas and 
Sally Hudnal; Team Manager, 
Ken Antony: and College of the 
Mainland basketball team 
members. 

The news media in Laredo 
has turned the incident into a 
mudslinging contest. The rather 
one sided news accounts 
specifically share the views of 
It,• Snt11hrr:1n B.i~krtball Offic

ials Association and Laredo 
Junior College administrators. 

"the Laredo news .media has 
played un the incident to have 

been an attack on official 
Garcia by three Mainland 
players, who supposedly 
pounced on and knocked Garcia 
to the floor, with " Rich" Taylor 
allegedly landing two punches. 

Obviously time and investig
ation will determine who is 
right. 

On January 13, a meeting was 
held between President Taylor, 
Dr. Mortvet, Mr. Travaille, and 
Coach Bryant. The matter was 
turned over to Travaille who 
immedi ately suspended 
Richard Taylor. 

After receiving written 
reports of what happened at the 
game, Travaille turned the 
matter over to Coach Bryant. In 
turn, Coach Bryant lifted 
Richard Taylor's suspension. 

Richard Taylor continued to 
play basketball against 
Galveston Jr. College January 
23 and Brazosport College on 
January 27. 
Taylor called a meeting with 
Travaille and a misunder
standing on the subject of 
Richard Taylor's suspension 
was pointed out. 

As a result of that meeting, 
'the Brazosport and Galveston 
games were forfeited. Alo, 
Richard Taylor has been 
suspended indefinitely, along 
wUh Manager Ken Antony. 

Travaille, who said, " tt was 

TAKE 
ONE 

Help Wanted 
We need your help! Cliff 

Mabry explains the need for 
student and faculty participat
ion in producing your school 
newspaper. Get the full story on 
deadlines, free want-ads, and 
publication dates so we can 
starting printing a represen
tative paper. 

Detente Explained 
A U.S. Department of 

State official 1poke at Coll• 
ege of the Malnland on 
January 31, explaining 
detent e In detail. The 
1peecb wa1 made po11lble 
by the Great Decl1lon1 
Program , a citizen 
e®c:aU!>n progr am. (See 

<»ETENTE, Page Z) 

Leroy August has shaped 
up quite a semester of 
lntramurals. Learn about 
the concepts and events on 
tap for tbf1 semester. 

( ... Paae3) 

Veterans Organize 
The COM Veteran• Ser• 

vice OrganlzaUon elected 
offlcen, appointed commf• 
tteH, and had • qaP11tlnn .____ 
and amwer ae•don with 
the college President, Dr. 
Fred Taylor . (See VETS, 
Page Z) 

my mistake in not under
standing," assumes all respon
sibility for th·e misun
derstanding. 

Traiville is presently involved 
in further investigation of the 
incident. He is soliciting reports 
from other coaches at the 
tournament who saw what 
happened. 

"As far as I'm concerned, the 
matter is still open." Travaille 
said Wednesday J anuary 29. 

Although Tr availle does not 
condone the use of force on an 
official, he does feel that "we 
have punished them (the team ) 
unnecessarily." 

BARBS 
By PHIL PASTORET 

Almost a ny week now you can 
begin to watch all the programs 
you missed last fall. 

A cynic is a fellow who bas 
long been convinced about 
things you're just beginning to 
learn about life. 

The CIA is whispered to have 
installed a Capitol cloak-and
dagger room. 

Try telling a man who is out 
of work that all we're experien
cing is a "recession." 

E . .;. 37f.J 
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Detente Imperative 
By CLIFF MABRY 

Comet Staff 
Robert Frowick, a U.S. 

Department of State offlicial, 
spoke at College of the 
Mainland, January 31, describ
ing US-Soviet detente as a move 
to progress from a situation of 
confrontation, to a system of 
negotiations. 

Frowick, officer in charge of 
the political section of NATO 
and the Atlantic Military Af· 
fairs Office, emphasized the 
benefits of detente to be in· 
creased trade through reduced 
trade restrictions and 
diminished threat of nuclear 
war, due to increased 
cooperation by peaceful 
negotiations. 

Dubbing Gen. Charles 
DeGaulle the "Pioneer of 
detente," Frowick credited the 
former French President with 
improving Soviet-Chinese 
relations when DeGaulle visited 
Peking and Moscow in '66. 

The first official moves by the 
US toward detente came about 
when the Nixon ad.ministration 
came to power in '69, which 
marked the beginning of Henry 
Kissinger's history-making 
career as Secretary of State. 

Frowick quoted Kissinger's 
description of detente as being 
"a process of improved 
relations as time goes on." 

He also described Kissinger 
as the "key architect" of 
detente, who see detente as an 
"imperative" in the face of 
possible nuclear war. 

The Soviets officially moved 
toward detente in '69 when the 
Soviet Union and Red China set 
aside their differences, giving 
the Soviets a free hand in 
negotiating with the Western 
World. 

Frowick said the Soviets have 
the most to gain in regard to 
Western technology, but they 
also hold Kissinger's view of 
detente as the only alternative 
to nuclear warfare. 

Detente, according to Fro• 
wick, includes three main ob
jectives: The Strategic Arms, 
Limitations Talks (SALT), the 
Mutual Balanced-Forced Troop 
Reduction conference (MBFR), 
and the Conference of the 
Security and Cooperation of 
European Countries (CSCE). 

He noted a marked leveling 
off of tensions in the SALT talks 
with theagreement by Pres!· 
dent Ford and Soviet Secretary 
Leonoid Breazhnev, made in 
Vladivostok, limiting the 
number of nuclear delivery 
vehicles to 2400 and placing a 
ceiling of 1320 on the Multiple 
Independent Reentry Vehicles. 
(MIR V's). 

The first results of SALT were 
seen in the summit meeting of 
'72, when Brezhnev agreed to 
setting up MBFR and CSCE 
talks. 

Frowick predicted the SALT 
conference will concern itself 
with reductions of strategic 
arms by 1980. 

Frowick thinks the MBFR 
talks will reacha plateau by 
mid-75 with an agreement of bi· 
lateral troop reductions, due 
partly to Congressional 
pressure led by liberal Senator 
Mike Mansfield. 

Frowick is directly involved 
with the CSCE and tried to 
emphasize its importance while 
enumerating the conference's 
achievements. 

The primary goal of the CSCE 
is to set up a 35 nation summit 
conference of the U.S. and 
European countries. It will 
include the communist-block 
countries, although Albania has 
chosen not to participate, 
because of its close alliance 
with Red China. 

The summit should take place 
in mid-1975, also reaching the 
all-important leveling off of 
tension, said Frowick. 

When asked if the collapse of 
the Soviet-American Trade Bill 
has hampered the emigration of 

Mabry Elected Vet President 
The COM Veterans Service 

Organization elected officers 
and appointed three com
mittees on January 31. 

The club's first slate of of
ficers includes Cliff Mabry, 
President; Jim Abshire, Vice 
President; Chris Thron, Secre• 
tary•Treasurer; and Nathaniel 
Boone, Sentinel. 

The president then appointed 
an entertainment committee, a 
constitution committee, and a 
communications committee. 

Paul Walker will chair the 
entertainment committee 
whose goal it is to propose and 
plan activities and parties (off. 
campus). 

Jim Abshire chairs the 
constituion committee that 
mtllt draft a constituion for 
the members' approval, in time 
for the next meeting. 

Hal Jackson will chair the 
communications committee 
and that committee will print a 
newsletter before the next 
meeting. • 

The communications comm
ittee will decide and advertise 
the date of the next meeting, but 
the meeting will definitely be 
held at College of the Mainland. 

Dr. Fred Taylor, attending on 
invitation from several 
members, said the club is "a 
good idea." Taylor said he 
hopes the VSOwill look at things 
from the overall viewpoint, 
keeping in mind the overall 
purposes and goals of the 
college. 

James Stanton asked, "Why 
do veterans have to take P .E. ?" 
Stanton complained that vet• 
erans have had physical 
training "crammed down their 
throats" for at least two years 
already. 

Dr. Taylor replied saying 
P. E. is only required of students 
who want a degree from College 
of the Mainland. That is, an 
Associate of Arts or an Applied 
Science degree. 

The reason for P.E., ac
cording to Taylor, is the fact 
that an education at COM 
represents growth on the part of 
its students and does not give 
credit for something one does in 
the past. 

According to Cliff Mabry, 
some of the vets did not agree 
with the theory and will 
probably petition the ad• 
ministration for chanie. .. 

Soviet Jews to Israel, Frowick 
stated one of the main goals of 
the CSCE, "the freedom of 
movement of people and ideas," 
provides not only for movement 
of Jews, but for the re-unificat• 
ion of families as well. 

Frowick cited the free move• 
ment of 35,000 Soviet Jews in 
'73, as compared to 400 Jews 
permitted to leave in '69, as a 
direct ·esult of "quiet negot
iations" ·n the CSCE. 

Frowick answered with a two· 
part reply to a question about 
what impact "The Gulag Archi• 
pelago," by , Aleksander I. 
Solzhenitsyn who exposed the 
Soviet system of "justice," had 
on the Soviet theory of govern• 
ment. 

He said the book had little 
impact, excepting a small 
embarrassment, on Soviet 
thinking. 

However, Frowick added that 
the book's publication is a step 
forward in the freedom of 
movement of ideas. 

Responding to questions on 
Brezhnev's political health, 
Frowick thinks Brezhnev's role 
as Soviet Secretary is near an 
end. 

He said it's tlme for "a 
reshuffle of power in the Soviet 
Union," but detente, according 
to Frowick, is thought to be 
imperative in the Soviet Union 
and is not in danger of collapse 
if Brezhnev is replaced. 

Since 1935, the number of 
pedacycle -motor vehicle 
deaths have more than doubled 
while the number of pedacycles 
in use has increased 20-fold. 
However, the proportion of 
deaths occurring in adults has 
steadily increased since 1960, 
The World Almanac notes. Per
sons 15 years of age and older 
accounted for more than ont!
half the deaths in 1973 com
pared to one-fifth in 1960. 
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Robert Frowick's appearance 
was made possible by the Great 
Decisions Program, a citizen 
education program in foriegn 
policy. 

Taylor 
Installed 

Dr. Fred Taylor, President of 
College of the Mainland, was 
instated as one of the Directors 
of the Texas City-La Marque 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Dr. Taylor was elected to the 
three-year post last October, 
but took office at the annual 
Chamber of Commerce banquet 
on January 30. 

Trolleys took their name 
from the power source, two 
overhead electric lines. Elec
tricity was collected by a small 
carriage, or " troller," attached 
to a pole on the car roof. 
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ROBERT FROWICK 
State Department Official 

LOVEMAKING 
(Earth News ServiceJ-Syn

tonic Research, maker of en
vironmental records, is about to 
release a new long-player which 
Lhe company describes as the 
"perfect sound for love• 
making." The record is called 
"The Ultimate Heartbeat" and 
features the sound of a woman's 
pulsating heart for twenty min• 
utes. The firm says a woman's 
heart was used because it 
" works best. .. it's slower than 
a man's." 

Egg Machine 
To help Pennsylvania 

farmers dispose of an egg 
surplus in 1938, slot machines 
dispensing hard-boiled eggs 
for a nickel each were in· 
stalled in cafes and taverns 
throughout the state. 

Memorial Columns 
The Lincoln Memorial 1n 

Washington, D.C. is sur· 
rounded by 36 columns of 
white marble, one column for 
each state of the Union that 
existed at the time of Lin· 
coin's death. The Memorial 
was dedicated in 1922. 

Perception Pays 
In 1886, Joseph Hobson 

Jagger won over two million 
francs at Monte Carlo in eight 
days of playing the roulette 
wheel. He came to be known as 
"The man who broke the bank 
at Monte Carlo." An expert on 
spindles, Jagger suspected one 
of the roulette wheels of a faul
ty spindle and watched it for 
over a week. Thereafter, he bet 
on the numbers turning up with 
more than just mathematical 
_p;o~bili!y and won hi~(o_r~1,1ne. 



Comets On Ball 
By MATTHEW COOPER 

Comet Staff 

The Comets worked hard over 
lhe holidays amassing a 14-5 
season record and a second 
place lournament spot. The 
tournament held in Laredo 
January 11 and 12 was oreceded 
by a 120 , 11 7~ win over Texas 
Soulhm1,st in Brownsville, 
January 10. 

In lhe Laredo lOurnament, the 
Comets won I wo straight, beat• 
in,: Concordia Lutheran 85 to 80, 
and Shiner Junior College 86 lo 
70. 

Their only loss occurred in 
double overtime, when they 
were beaten by Laredo 63-72. 

In lhe Laredo t0urnament, the 
Comets won lwo straight, beat• 
ing Concordia Lutheran 85 to 80, 
and Shiner Junior College 86 to 
70. 

•. ,, .. only loss occurred in 
double overtime, when they 
were beaten by Laredo 63-72. 

Arthur Jackson and Larry 
Turner came away with All
Tournament titles. This is the 
second all-tournament title for 
Jackson in this year's highly 
,urcessful season. 

Back in Conference action 
January 16. the Comets won out 
over our neighbors across the 
c·auseway, Galveston College, 
in P loo-86 stomp. The Comets 
drove to another conference win 
in Braxosport January 20, 
healing them 94 to 68. 

In an action-packed game in 
Alvin January 23, the Comets 
won 74-72. The decisive point 
was made at the buzzer by 
Arthur Jackson from lhe top of 
lhe mid-court circle. Jackson 
averaging 30 points a game. 

C.O.M. Movies 
In keeping with the current 

noslalgia trend, College of the 
Mainland has scheduled a 
movie festival fealuring the 
"Masterpieces of lhe 40's." 

The next feature is "The 
Great Mt'Glnty" (1940) which 
will be shown on February 15 in 
1 he College Center at 9: 00 a.m. 
and 7:00p.m. 

Subsequent movies to be 
shown are: THE EXILE (1947) 

Post Now Playing 

Houstonians look forward Lo a 
happy springtime evem every 
year. It's the Houston Post 
Spring Art Festival, wh<>n the 
entire community enjoys view
ing the outstanding works of art 
created by junior high and sen
ior high school students. 

This year, the Art Festival 
entry deadline is Friday, April 
11. The exhibition of finalists' 
works will open on Saturday, 

Feb. 19; A FOREIGN AFFAIR 
(1948) Feb. 26; SHADOW OF A 
DOUBT (1943 by Alfred Hitch• 
cock, March 5. 

All movies will be shown at 
9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. The 
general public is invited to 
attend all of the free movies, 
which are presented by the 
Sludent Center Programs 
Council. 

April 19 and continue through 
May 11 at the Museum of Fine 
Arts' Masterson Junior Gallery. 

Sludents or their teachers 
who wish to obtain more in· 
formation regarding the 
Houston Post Spring Art Fes· 
tival for 1975 may write: The 
Spring Art Festival Coordin• 
a tor, The Houston Post, 4747 
Southwest Freeway, Houston, 
Tex. 77001. 

Intramural Sports 
Benefit Students 

By MATTHEW COOPER 
Comet Staff 

To participate in Intramural 
sports is to benefit- such are 
the thoughts of Leroy August, 
Intramural Sports Director for 
College of the Mainland. 

The idea many people have 
thal winning is all important is 
the main obstacle Mr. August 
has lo overcome in promoting 
lntramurals. Winning is not 
important, in fact Mr. August 
said lhal "lnlramurals are not 
intended to exploit talent, but to 
have fun." 

Of course winning is an im• 
portant side effect of any 
competition, but the most 
important attitude is that 
playing the game is winnlag, 
You don't have to be a star to 
shine in Intramurals. 

To further these concepts, 
Mr. August has come up with a 
schedule of events that pro-

mises to be a fun filled and 
~alisfying bill of fare. Coming 
up this month, there will be a 
women's pool tournament 
February 19 at 12: 30 for all you 
Virginia Slims out there. 

Also, there will be a mixed 
doubles bowling tournament 
February 20; come by with your 
partner anytime between 1 and 
5 and bowl them over. 

Hf're it comes, lhe big one we 
have all been waiting for-a 
Spades tournament will be held 
March 5th at 12: 30. 

The future holds more excit
ing and entertaining action in 
Intramurals this semester. Mr. 
Augu~t says that his depart• 
ment is open to suggestions and 
welcomes any opinion. He 
wants you to "tell me what you 
wanl." 

Let's all get together, have 
fun, and benefit through Intra
murals. 

" 

He attribules his high scoring 
a\/erage lo learn movement, 
and especially to assists from 
his leammates Randolph Lynch 
and Craig Reggins. Stalis
lically, the Come ls look very 
good, averaging 90.8 points per 
game. 

Defensively lhey are holding 
lhl'ir opponents 10 74.3 points 
pt>r J(aml', a figure that Coach 
Jf'rry Bryanl is pleased with. 
Couch Bryanl added the team's 
defense has "come around since 
the first of the year." 

The Comets have remained 
unbeaten in 18 consecutive 
conference games, winning six 
so far this season. It appears 
that there will be more exciting 
action to come, so come on out 
and support your team. 

(
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Forum Now Playing 

Steve Guss, a slave and Lewis 
Parker, Jr., a dealer in cour
tesans, discuss a business 
matter in "A Funny Thing 
Happened On The Way To The 
Forum," playing at College of 

the Mainland on Jan. 30, 31, 
Feb.1, 6, 7, 8, 13, 14 and 15. 

Tickets are $2 for adults; $1 
for students and Senior Citizens. 
For ticket reservations, please 
call 938-1211, Ext. 227. 



Colleges, Universities Here 
To Charm Studen1s 

More than 45 college and 
universities will be represented 
at College of the Mainland's 
annual College Day to be held 
Feb. 18 in the College Center 
from 3 to 5 pm. 

Seniors in the area's high 
schools are invited to come on 
campus to talk with the college 
representatives, as well as to 
gather catalogs and other 
pertinent printed material. 

" It sometimes takes a per• 
sonal discussion for a student to 
decide if a particular college or 
university is the one he' s 
looking for, " commented 
Dwight Fullingim, Assistant 
Director for Student Recruit• 
ment at COM. "This is an op-

portunity for a senior to talk to 
quite a few-representatives in a 
relatively short period of time." 

The following institutions will 
be represented: Angelo State 
University , Austin College, 
East Texas Baptist College, 
Hardin-Simmons University, 
Houston Baptist University, 
Huston-Tillotson College, In• 
carnate Word College, Lamar 
University, Mary Hardin· 
Baylor, McMurry College, 
North Texas State University, 
Our Lady of the Lake College, 
St. Edward's University, St. 
Mary' s University, Sam 
Houston State University, Sam 
Houston Univ. Army R.O.T.C. , 
Southern Methodist University, 

On Location 

~outhwest Texas University, 
Stephen F. Austin State 
University, Texas A & I 
University at Corpus Christi, 
Texas A & M University, Texas 
Texas A9 m university, Texas 
Christian University , Texas 
Tech Universit y, Trinity 
University, University of 
Houston at Clear Lake, 
University of Houston College of 
Pharmacy, University of Saint 
Thomas, University of Texas at 
Austin College of Education, 
University of Texas at Austin 
Office of Admissions, 
University of , Texas at San 
Antonio, University of Texas 
School of Nursihg at Galveston, 
and Galveston College. 

Out of the classroom and into the 
welding shop College of the 
Mainland faculty and staff members 

Jerry Anderson, Media Specialist 
Coordinator; Tom Friday, Main
tenance Supervisor; Robert Slaney, 
Director of Library Services ; 
Carolyn Hartnett, Instructor in 
Counseling and Human Develop
ment Studies; Duke Drewry, Media 
Specialist; Joe Bonzelet, Instructor 
in Law Enforcement, Alex Pratt, 
Instructor, Social Science; Billie 
Lambert, Processing Assistant in 
Print Media. 

- who took advantage of a three-day 
workshop to learn welding. Ac
cording to Jerry Vaughan, Chair• 
man of the Division of Industrial 
Education, the course was offered as 
a means of letting other areas of the 
campus become more familiar with 
the facilities in the Technical
Vocational Building. Left to right: 

PIANIST GIVES CONCERT 

Roberto Eyzaguirre, a natlonally•lmown pianist, will offer a 
free concert at College of the Mainland, Arena Theatre, 
Tuesday, Feb. 25 at 4 p.m . 

Dr. Eyzaguirre first came to the United states from Peru as 
a scholarship student. He spent one year at Rollins College, 
Florida and then moved to New York City, where he studied 
piano with the International concert artist Claudio Arrau. 

He earned bis master's degree in music and his PhD. degree 
in Historical Musicology from the University of Miami. 

COM IS ON VOE BANDWAGON 

The fac ulty of the College of the Mainland's Technical• 
Vocational Department is ready to answer any questions 
regarding vocational education and it extends an invitation for 
Interested persons to visit with them during National Education 
Week. The Colle1teis located at BOCl Palmer Highway (FM 1764) 
In Texas City and the Tech-Voe Building is open from 8 to l0 p .m . 

What's Go'in On 
JB COM WHATS HAPPENING BOX 

WEDNESDAY-FEB. 12+ Cancer Enllght
ment Program, film and lecture by physician. 
College Center, 12:30 to 2:00 p.m. +1 on 1 
Basketball Tny, 12:30 p.m., Gym. 

THURSDAY-Feb. 13 Valentine Dance, John 
Macrini's band. Tickets $1.00 at the door. College 
Center 8: 00..,.m. to 1: 00 a.m. 

MONDAY-Feb. 17 Student Art Show 
TUESDAY-Feb. 18 Free Lecture, "Buyers 

Guide to the Food Store" 12: 00. 
WEDNESDAY-Feb. 19 +Free Movie, "The 

Exile" 9: 00 a.m. and 7: 00 p.m., College Center 
+Trike Race, 12: 30 p.m., College Center, 
+ Women's Pool Tumy, 12: 30 p.m., Game Room in 
College Center. 

THURSDAY-Feb. 20 Mixed doubles bowling 
Tumy, Gray Lanes, Texas City, 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

Communications Projects 

Business Communications 
(231) is not taught in a theor
etical vacuum at Collei::e of the 
Mainland. Instead, the class 
selects a project which is mean
ingful Lo the college, as well as 
typical of a communications 
problem in business. 

One class surveyed COM stu
dents and faculty to determine 
the effectiveness of the current 
class schedule while another 
conducled a survey to deter
mine future plans of COM busi
ness students. Both classes 
were taught by Mrs. Marie 
Dalton in the fall semester. 

COM Loop Win String Ended 
scored 21, Charles Goree will wrap up their schedule 

The class schedule quest
ionnaire was constructed by the 
class and sent to 322 students 
and facully members, of which 
307 responded. The study found 
lhat 53 per cent of Lhe students 
did not use either of the daily 
breaks in the daily class 
schedule. 

Galveston College scored m 
points In the final 341 seconds of 
play to take a come-from• 
behind 93·92 victory over 
College of the Mainland In 
Galveston Friday night, ending 
the Comets conference winnlDI 
streak at 21 games. The 1011 
was the ftrlt for COM In 
G.C.J.C.I.C. action thil year, 
and drops their conference 
mark to IH, while Galveston 
Colle1e la now 1-9. 

Trail.lq by ftve points, the 
Dolpblnl rallied In the flnal 
teeoDda on a corner lbot by 
llln1on Holloway with se 
'secoada remaining, and palled 
to within one point on a key lbot 

· by Robert BolliDI. Then with 
ftve ieeondl • remainilll, the 
Dolpbln'1 Harvie JledSewood 
lwlpedthe ball ·~ cle~·tbe 
riq from the left coni~ to l)Ut 
Galv~ out front: . 

The Comets milNd their flnal 
opJIOi t.mity to recapture the 
advantage when Arthur 
Jacltaon failed to bit the 

• bullse:,e on an angle 1bot at UI pumped in l 7 and Harvie Thursday night in Alvin again•t 
buzzer. Hedgewood hit the twin digltl the Red Dolphins. 

The Comets are now 17•7 o 
the sea10D. 

JacklOD topped COM In th 
scoring column with 218 point, 

while Larry Turner took the 
runner-up honors with 21, Craig 
Reggins pumped in 16 and 
Byron Thompson broke Into the 
double figures with 12. 

with 15. 

COM will return to action 
Monday night when they play 
host to Bruo1port Junior 
College• in their final home 
game of the season. The Comets 

COM IV ft f tp 
Ja'ton 10 6 • 26 
ThO'ton 5 2 • 12 
Lynch 1 2 • • 
Tum..- 9 3 s 21 
R•'gan 2 2 06 
Reg'ns I O • 16 
$prig',. 2 3 2 7 
Tc,tala 17 11 23 t2 

gal.Col.lg It f tp 
Hol'ns 7 7 • 21 
Hev'od 6 3 • 1, 
Morgan 11 • 3 21 
Hol 'way 2 O 5 • 
GorN • 9 5 17 
Rodg81'a2 2 3 6 
L-1• 2 0 • • 
Totala :M 25 21 ,, 

in par ts of England it's 
believed that a person who 
picks mar igolds will take to 
drink. 

The survey team's conclusion 
was that reconsideration might 
be given to the college's current 
class schedule and it recom
mended that Lhe process include 
input from students and faculty. 



· Support Comet 

Go Team! 

Win Conf ere nee 
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T.V. Series 
For G.E.D. 

A New educational television 
series is available to individuals 
wishing to acquire a high school 
equivalency (GED) certificate. 
The series was designed for 
members of the community who 
may not be able to attend 
classes regularly. 

The GED (General Educat• 
ional Development) series will 
be offered on Channel 8, KUHT· 
TV, every Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday at 6: 00 to 6: 30 
p.m., and then repeated on Sun• 
day, 11:00 to 12:30 p.m. The 30 
minute program will be offered 
for 13 weeks, n:iaking a total of 
34 presentations. 

The first program will be 
aired Monday, Feb. 10 at 6 p.m. 

In order to get the maximum 
benefit from the series, in· 
terested persons should obtain 
three books which accompany 
the television programs. 

Anyone interested in par
ticipating in the GED series 01 
desiring more information 
should contact the Division of 
Adult Basic Education at COM, 
93IH211, EXT. 923. 

' f • • f' • ._ I 

By JOE HENSLEY 
Comet Staff 

Remember all those Tarzan 
movies that used to be on the 
tube all Saturday afternoon? As 
many people know, those stor
ies were taken from a series of 
books written by Edgar Rice 
Burroughs. Burroughs was born 
in 1875 and wrote 91 books which 
were translated into 32 lan
guages with uncountable 
numbers of copies sold. 

However, don't think that all 
these works were about the 
great vine swinger, because the 
adventures he wrote of stret
ched from Africa, to the moon, 
to Mars and to the center of the 
earth. 

To conclude his moon series 
Burroughs wrote two novels 
"The Moon Men" and "Red 
Hawk". In 1969, earthmen land 
on the moon and the moon men 
return to earth and conquer 
mankind. 

The leader of the Moon Men 
and Julian, the leader of man, 
are killed and the hope to beat 
the invaders is lost, but with it 
at, all of the technology needed 

to bring more Moon Men to 
earth is also lost. In fact, tech• 
nology regresses to the point 
that the Moon Men have to 
execute any law breakers and 
traitors with a knife by an 
executioner called the "But• 
cher". 

The Americans revolt in the 
early 2,000s but are defeated. 
This ends the Moon Men. 

Red Hawk continues nearly 
400 years later with Julian the 
20th leading the earthlings in a 
final attack on the Moon Men 
who have been pushed back to 
present day Pasadena. 

A strange coincidence in Red 
Hawk, as one might gather 
from the title, is that the earth• 
men are nomads who wander 
the plains on horseback. In fact, 
they resemble the American 
Indian so much it's surprising. 
It does one's heart good to see 
the Indians win. 

So, science-fiction freaks, if 
you're looking for something 
different and of good quality, 
try one of Edgar Rice Burr
oughs books, which are avail
able al most Dalton Book Stores 

Cancer Films Coming 
College of the Ma inland will 

sponsor a Cancer enllghtment 
Program, to be held on Wed., 
Feb. 12 at 12: 30 p.m. in Room 
120 of the College Center. 

The comprehensive forum on 
cancer of the breast and cervix 
is being presented by the Stu
dent Centrr Programs Council 
in t'ooperation with the Amer• 
lean Cancer Society and the 
Family Outreach Division of the 

1 , I •. 
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Galveston County Community 
A<'l ion <'ounril 

Three films, "Self-Examinat
ion of the Breast," "Cancer of 
the Cervix," and "Reach for 
Recovery" will be shown. A 
physician will be on hand for the 
question and answer period 
which will follow the film 
presentation. 

Admission is free and women 
are encouraged to anend the 
critic11lly import~nt proivam. 

Comet 

Contest: 
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and T.G. and Y. great writers who wrote 91 
books that were translated into 
32 languages. If you liked 
Tarzan movies, imagine some 
of the flicks his other books 
would make. 

Edgar Rice Burroughs, 
author of the Tarzan series, did 
more than write about jungle 
swingers. Science fiction fans 
should lake notice of one of the 

•. , 

Fine Arts Schedule 
From the southern-most side of the campus, we 

have the Fine Arts Building. Inside this building, we 
have Carol Veth, Instructional Assistant in 
Hwnanlties, who likes to let people know the artistic 
happenings. Which brings us to our purpose kgr this 
article, to let you know what we know. So, without 
further delay, here we go. 

FEBRUARY 11-At twelve o'clock, the Houston 
Baptist University Choir will give a free concert In the 
Student Center. 

FEBRUARY 13-l~The play "A Funny Thing 
Happened on the Way to the Forum" is performed in 
the Arena Theatre. Tickets are $2.00 for adults and 
$1.00 for students and senior citizens. 

FEBRUARY 17•21-Tbe Gulf Coast Junior College 
Intercollegiate Conference will sponsor an art show. 
This is a traveling exhibit of student art works from the 
six college members of G.C.J.C.I.C. These are; 
Wharton, Lee College, Galveston, Alvin Jr. College, 
Brazosport, and COM. 

FEBRUARY Z3-Susan Smeltzer will perform on 
the piano at The Museum of Fine Arts in Houston. She 
is sponsored by COM, and it begins atfour o'clock. 

FEBRUARY Z~Concert pianist Roberto 
Eyzaguirre will give a free concert in the Arena 
Theatre at four o'clock. The time la late ao that area 
school children and teachers may attend. Roberto is on 
the staff of Houston Baptist College and holds Ph.D. In 
Historical Musicology. He has performed In haly, 
Germany, S. America, Enlland, Holland and New 
York's Carnagie Hall. 

MARCH ~There will be a Black artilt show at 
COM. The show will feature works by many of the area 
Black artilla. , . 

• AllCH I-Susan Smeltser will live a 10lo concert 
at COIi at 3 p.m. 

• ~ .t .. . ~ 
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Opinion Page 

Student Help Is Needed 
By CLIFF MABRY 
Managing Editor 

Ralher lhan devote this 
editorial lo lrile lambastments 
of student apathy, allow me to 
enlist your aid in the production 
of your school paper. 

As I see it, education 
strengthens one' s mentality 
through the use and exercise of 
the mind for the betterment of 
the community, and in broad 
terms, humanity itself. 

The exchange of ideas, 
whether or not they be 
congruent with the majority, 
forms the base of any intellec
tual circle. 

College of the Mainland 
should be thought of as an in• 
tellectual community , but 
without a written exchange of 
ideas, we can hardly view our
selves in that light. 

Under new management, 
the Comet will strive to com
municate the feelings of the stu
dent body, faculty and staff, and 
the taxpayers of the Mainland 
community. 

There are many things ex
ceptionally good about COM, 
but these lhings remind me of 
the 1ail of a comet; dull and 
barely noticed. 

MIXED SINGLES 

On the other end, deficiences 
of the school burn incessantly, 
clear to the naked eye, as. they 
should. 

Counting on the readers' 
voice, our Comet shall blaze 
through the spring semester 
with equal emphasis on bad and 
the good . 

Give us your opinions in writ• 
ing, on any subject, on or before 
the first Wednesday after each 
publication of the paper, which 
will be on the stands every other 
Monday, beginning February 
10. 

Also, we welcome personal 
want-ads, free of charge, to be 
placed in the jorunalism box at 
the information desk, in the 
Student Center, along with any 
other material intended for our 
use. 

If anyone wants a reporter to 
cover a particular story, con
tact us through the journalism 
box, or by calling me at 935· 
6410. 

Using your thoughts and 
ideas, the Comet will be 
representative of the entire 
COM community, instead of 
reflecting the views of five 
indi victuals. 

---.....___ , r c 4 N c i u £ v 
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HOW TACTFUL ARE YOU? 
If you want to get along 

with your friends, relatives 
and neighbors, matters of 
tact should be matters of 
fact. Here's a quiz that tells 
you how to act: 

l. When a friend of yours 
has put on too much weight 
in the last few months, it's 
best to tell her (Al That she's 
getting too fat, (Bl That you 
know of another person who 
has lost a lot of weight 
recently, or (CIThat she 
should go on a diet? 

2. If your child brings 
home a poor report card, you 
should (Al Scold him, (Bl Tell 

The National Organization for 
Women presented a speaker 
from Portugal, Ms. Maria Barr
eno, who was jailed by the 
Portugese government for co• 

athoring a book of short stories 
and poems. She also helped to 
instigate the feminist 
movement in Portugal. 

Beach Boys Air Plans F9r '76 
(Earth News Service)

Beach Boy Mike Love says he 
expects his band to be the 
unofficial national band for the 
U.S. bicentennial in 1976. 
Predicting that the Beach Boys 
will make a major concert tour 

him you'd like to meet with 
his teacher to find out how 
the youngster can do better, 
or (C) Compare his report 
card to those of other boys 
and girls on the block? 

3. Should someone you 
know pass away, and his 
family suggests that flowers 
be omitted, the best thing for 
you to do is (A) Send a 
sympathy card or letter, (Bl 
Express your condolences 
over the telephone, or (Cl 
Send flowers and a card or 
letter? 

4. lf you're a girl walking 
along the street and a strange 
man waves at you, it's best 
to (A) Ignore him, (Bl Smile 
at him, or (C) Slap his face? 

with Chicago this year, Love 
says, "From there it will be a 
natural progression to 1976. We 
will be THE group in 1976 when 
people want to know what 
American music is." 

5. If you·re cashing a check 
at a bank and you think the 
teller has given you the 
wrong amount of money, you 
should (Al Threaten to call 
the manager, (Bl Say to the 
teller that you think there's 
been an error, or (Cl Demand 
that you be paid in full? 

, , , 
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Feminist 

Seeks Big 
Change 
By JOE HENSLEY 

Comet Staff 
All but 131 COM students had 

the pleasure of not listening to 
Maria Barreno, a feminist 
author from Portugal. She gave 
a brief and to say the least 
redundant speech. 

Ms. Barreno was brought to 
us courtesy of the National 
Organization for Women affect
ionately known as NOW. Her 
speech gave a run down on the 
facist government in Portugal 
that imprisoned her and two co
authors of a book. 

After their acquital, a new 
government came to Portugal 
and now, according tu Ms. 
Barreno, the feminist 
movement is now organizing in 
Portugal much to the fears of 
the government and the 
majority of the men. 

During a brief question and 
answer period, Ms. Barreno 
was asked to compare th2 
womens' situation in Portugal 
with that of American women. 
She replied she could see no real 
difference in the way they were 
treated in regard to the degree 
of treatment. 

So ladies, if you don't want to 
be jailed by all of us male 
chauvanist facist pigs, be 
careful what you write. 

She also stated that the 
feminist movement was more of 
a political issue than just a 
movement for equality. 

A total change in the society is 
what the movement is after, 
was an answer to the question, 
"What exactly does the feminist 
movement want!" 

So, if you're out to .::hange 
the world you might look in on 
this controversial cause. 
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Vandalism In S1udent Lounge 
By CLIFF MABRY 

Comet Staff 
Vandals have inflicted expen

sive and senseless damage in 
the TV lounge on the second 
floor of the Student Center 
destroying cushions, chair pan
els, the TV controls, and various 
other materials paid for by 
taxpayers and students. 

Ed Brown, of student per• 
sonnel services, quoted the 
·orig:nal price of the sofas to be 
$385; with inflation as it is, 
they're sure to cost consider
ably more now. 

Brown assured us that the 
cushions would be replaced or 
repaired, but replacements will 
have to come from the manu-

facturer at no cheap price. 
Side slats torn from the 

lounge chairs will ht' replaced, 
but no estimate on the cost of 
repairing the- TV set has been 
made at this lime. 

Because of my natural curios
ity as a reporter, I investigated 
conditions In the TV lounge in 
the Tech-Voe building for 

comparison. 
The good condition of the fur

niture and appliances in the 
Tech Voe lounge make me 
wonder why one lounge could be 
so torn up while another lounge, 
on the same campus, looks so 
much better. 

Some suggest the Student 
GdVemment should police the 

area: All we really netd is a 
little cooperation from 11 stu
dents to respect OUR p operty 
and the LAW. 

Anyone witnessing a ·andal 
in action should repo t the 
violator to Bob Smith, Leroy 
August, or Karen Atkins,m; all 
these people have offices in the 
Student Center. 

.. 
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TEEN TOPICS 
To win teenagers back to 

dental care, a psychoanalyst 
suggests that the "buddy sys• 
tern" be encouraged for office 
visits and that they be treated 
as adults. 

Using technical words 
makes teens and adults feel 
inferior, the analyst points 
out. Also, because "teenagers 
feel invincible about the iU· 

lure, any warnings about the 
consequences of neglecting 
their teeth will only go un
heeded." 

***** 
One of the good effects of 

using a medicated acne cream 
is its peeling action which 
helps to clear up pimples. 
pHisoAc is one that has been 
formulated to help open clog• 
ged pores and reduce excess 
oils that can aggravate skin 
problems. It can be used at 
night, and during the daytime 
to conceal blemishes. 

***** 
The incidence of crab lice 

(pubic lice) in the U.S. is 
highest in girls, 15-19 years 
of age, and in males over 20. 
The "crabs" may infest not 
only the pubic region but 
also the hairs of the thighs 
and trunk. "The recent sexual 
revolution has played a vita.I 
role in this epidemic, partic
ularly in young, unmarried 
individuals," a professor of 
dermatology states. 

***** 
Winter winds are drying to 

skin, and so are rooms that 
are steam heated. Dry, sensi
tive skins may respond best 
to a soapless skin cleanser. 
pHisoDerm liquid is one that 
contains emollients that help 
protect the skin. 

TIMELY TAX TIP 
When the Internal Revenue 

Service tags your return for 
audit, it will pay to know the 
questions they will ask. "How 
to Survive a Tax Audit" digests 
an official IRS auditor manual 
and is available for $2 from 
Reymont Associates, 29-N 
ReymontAve.,Rye,N.Y.10680 
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I Students Enrollment Down 5... I - ~ • • •·••·•· By DWAYNE COLVIN cross-section of the com- are making career changes ·•···•·· 
:::::~ Comet Staff munity," he observed. with this fact in mind, as well as :::*~ 
::::::: For those of you who think G Th those in the field who are ~!:=:~ ••••••• ,eorge omas, Associate ~·•·•·· 
::::::: that there are more people out Dean for Academic Programs, upgrading their skills." :;::::: 
\:):\:j here this semester than last pointed out that the increase in The veteran enrollment kept ~E:~~ 
❖:❖ semester, you're wrong. It only the academic program was pace with the campus-wide ~❖:,: 
::~::: seems like it. Actually, we lost "across the board" in the increase according to Dwight ~::::: 
;::::~ five students. Technically, this transfer courses, such as Fullingim, Assistant Director of sl~ 
::::::: semester has seen more stu- English, History, Sociology, Veterans Affairs. !:::~· 
jjj\);\ dents enrolled than last spring. Political Science, Math, and "We registered 150 veterans, lfj 
::::::: The population last spring Chemistry. bringing the total number :::;::: 

was 1,533, when compared to Enrollment in the Division of enrolled to 639 or a 30 per cent 
this spring's 1,954, ·n find that Industrial Occupations con• increase over last fall," he 
we have a quite dramatic in· tinued the steady increase noted. "We tried to sit down 
crease of 25 per cent. registered last fall, with classes with each new veteran to help 

"We've reversed a trend in Auto Technology, Drafting him plan his program and 
which saw our spring enroll· and Welding closing early. general goals." 
ments register below that of the In the Division of Business, Another factor in CO M's 
fall semester," commented Dr. the sharpest growth was in the increased enrollment is the 
Stanton Calvert, Acting accounting, data processing opening last fall of the Univer• 
Director of Admissions. "What and management courses, sity of Houston at Clear Lake 
we find most interesting is the according to Ms. Dorothy City. 

,•,•••· fact that the irowth is about McNutt, chairperson. "With the 'stagflation' our ...... . 
:::?::: equal in our academic and our "These are fields which have economy is now experiencing, :::::;: 
::;::~ technical-vocational pro- a steady demand for competent many residents are deciding to ::::::: 
::::::: gram, which would seem to people," Ms. McNutt pointed begin their education at COM ::::::: 
::::::: indicate we are serving a wide out. "We're seeing people who and complete It at UH-CLC," :;::::: 
::::;::.. • ... _..... __ . ____ " _. . . _ _ _ . _ Dr. Calvert explained. :;:::;:; 
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news summary 

Senate Does Little 
By JOE HENSLEY 

Comet Staff 
Among the accomplishments 

of the past student senate are 
the putting up of a "Bitch" or 
complaint box for student 
comment to the senate, 
cleaning of the earphones in the 
math lab on a regular basis, and 
an emergency appropriations 
plan for the clubs on campus. 

They also had the doors in the 
student center checked to see if 

they could be made to open 
easier. 

Kyle Hunter attributed much 
of the senate's lack of action on 
the failure of the committee 
system, and lack of the com· 
mittee's power to carry out any 
action. 

The C.O.M. senate also had a 
regional meeting of all the sen
ates in the area. The senate is 
also working on changing the 
present form of course In
struction and evaluation. 

French Cathedral Damaged 
(Earth News Service)-Par• 

ishioners of the Rheims Cath
edral in France are demanding 
that the church be given a 
"purification ceremony" 
following a concert there by 
German avantgarde band Tan-

gerine Dream. The church
goers were upset by the 
smooching, littering, dope• 
smoking, and urinating that 
look place during the concert in 
the renowned 13th century 
Gothic Cathedral. 

Summer Jobs Offered 
Aslroworld, USA will begin its 

1975 personnel recruiting 
program on January 13th. The 
amuseml'nt park opens lo the 
puhlic on weekends in March, 
and begins full-time operation 
in June. 

Applirants should come to the 
Pt,r:,unnel Department at 9001 
Kirby, bringing a recent picture 

of themselves, and fill out an 
application. Qualifications are 
that the applicant be 17 years of 
age by the end of 1975, and have 
a social security number.-

If additional information is 
needed regarding Live Show 
auditions please contact Bob 
Logan, Director of Live Show, 
748-4500, ext. 384 . 
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Athletic 
Scholarsh ps 
Cancelled 

By MATTHEW COOPER 
Comet Staff 

Lack of community interest 
has resulted in the cancellation 
of the athletic scholarships 
program at C.O.M. 

The atheletic scholarships 
program was created by a 
citizens committee with 12 
active members in June, 1974. 
The committee was created to 
provide community input to the 
athletics department. 

The committee recommended 
that the College begin an 
athletics scholarships program 
to attract better athletes and 
therefore more community 
support. 

The amount specified as 
needed by the athletic depart
ment was $7500. Of this amount 
$1500 could be provided by the 
COM Foundation. The citizens 
committee assured the athletic 
department that they could 
raise the rest. 

By the Fall semester of 1974 
no money had been raised by 
the committee. The $1500 
allotted by the COM Foundation 
was utilized and after certain 
individuals were pressured, 
$600 one-sixth of the amount 
promised by the committee was 
donated. 

The scholarship program got 
off the ground for one semester. 

r hopes were raised 
oney would be 

nothing came of it. 
there is no athletic 
rgram at COM and 

the citizen committee is now 
defunct. 

It is sa true that COM is 
the on)y cl ege competing in 
our Conf rence without a 
scholarshi program. This 
incident ha hurt the credibility 
of the colle e with its student 
athletes. J he COM athletic 
programs ve lost students as 
a result. ost disheartening 
though is e lack of support of 
the COM trict communities. 

Out louses 
In rouble 

(Earth N •ws) A measure of 
the nation's oes is the sluggish 
condition o the National Por
table Sani tion Association, 
which repsesents some 176 
manufactu ers of portable 
toilets-the · d you see around 
constructio sites. According to 
Larry Mille , the association's 
director in Washington, the 
nationwide arket for portable 
outhouses w s down 30 to 40 per 
cent last ye r, due largely to 
constipation in the building 
industry. 

COMET 
February 24, 1975 Texas Cit , Texas 

Smeltzer Goes 
To Carnegie Hall 

By DWAYNE COLVIN 
Comet Staff 

"Among early childhood 
influences which later helped to 
mold my perception of art and 
life, I especially recall those 
memories in Sapulpa, 
Oklahoma on my grandfather's 
farm when I became very sen
sitive to wildlife and nature. 
This was my first rP11l AWll"P

ness to the subtleties 01 souno." 
So begins the character 

sketch by Susan Smeltzer which 
helped to win her the Fulbright 
Grand to study in Vienna, 
Austria. Susan is the Artist-in· 
residence in the Fine Artl 
building to teach piano. 

Don't get your hopes up, for 
she gives private lessons only. 
Before you get too discourages, 
remember that you can hear 
her "0nCcrt on March 9 in the 
Arena 'nleatre at 3 p.m. She will 
present the same concert that 
she will give at Carnagie Hall on 
April 18. 

She will play Chopin, Cope
land, and several others. The 
reason she will play the saem 
concert is because Susan feels 
that you cannot test yourself too 
much, especially when you are 
going to play in front of the 
toughest critics in the country. 

Miss Smeltzer has had an 
illustrious career at the key
board, which began when she 
was nine years old, which ls 
when she gave her first concert 
in front of 200 people in her 
home town of Sauplpa. 

Actually, she began playing 
the piano when she was five 
years old, but, she confesses, 
the high point in her career 
occured last January 16, when 
she made her debut at Brahms 
Hall in Vienna. 

One reasn that this was such a 
thrill, was because Vienna is 
where all of the greats played, 
and Susan has always had a 
love for Beethoven, Brahms and 
all of the other greats. 

To be truthful, Susan 
Smeltzer is actually Susan 
Snyder. She uses Smeltzer 
because it is her maiden name 
and the one that she has played 
under since she began her 
career. 

She met her husband in 
Vienna. He was also studying 
there on a grant from Rice 
University. 

Susan thinks that music in 
some form should be practiced 
by everyone. According to her, 
"Music is a fine ouUet. It gives 
one a chance to express their 
inward emotions and express 
emotions of others." 

Susan said that she has 
already set aside the money for 

Susan Smeltzer 

her steak in New York, because 
she feels that one should eat 
well before performing. 

Speaking of money, these 
trips that she and other like her 
take are not paid for by the 
threatre. They either come out 
of the artist's pocket, or are 
paid for by sponsors, as in 
Susan's case. 

Ber sponsors for her up
coming trip to New Yoark are, 
Allied Chemicals in New Jer• 
sey, and Textron CQrporation in 
Rhode Island. 

Together, these companies 
are giving two thousand dollar• 
to bring Smeltzer to Carnegie 
Hall. 

Susan said, like all other 
artis, that she is tempermental, 
and was a brat, but throughout 
our interview, I found her a 
very friendly and nice person. 

I am sure that the entire 
college joins with me in wishing 
Susan Smeltzer the best of luck 
in New York and in all of her 
concerts to come. 

Birchers Plan University 
(Earth News) The arch

conservative John Birsch 
Society has announced plans to 
open a full-scale university 
somewhere in Calio~a by 
1979. The university would offer 
degree programs in law, medl• 
cine, science, engineering, and 

the liberal arts according to 
Charles Armour, the society's 
western district governor in San 
Marino. Armour says a site bas 
not been chosen. Be adds that 
the institution will be "non• 
political." 
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Ecology Class Takes Trips 
By JOE HENSLEY 

Comet Staff 
"It's a class you want to take, 

not have to take," was one 
member of Dr. Rbame's 
ecology course feelings about 
the class. Dr. Rhame said that 
the nine member class was 
ideal for field trips because only 
ten will fit in one of the school's 
vans. He also felt that the class 
size would grow as it become 
more widely known. 

The class did a survey on the 
campus lake learning to use the 
aquatic sampling equipment to 
take bottom samples and to run 
water chemistry tests. 

Dr. Rhame scopes it out 

The class has been on one 
field trip to the Gulf Coast 
Waste Disposal Autho'rity 
located in Texas City. They also 
plan to visit the Texas City Sew· 
age Disposal Plant. 

Another trip is being planned 
to Stubblefield Lake. This will 
be an overnight trip, to classify 
the animals and plants around 
the lake. 

So if you're looking for 

Power Structure 
To Be Discussed 

By MARY DANACZKO 
COM Public Information 

Students at College of the 
Mainland during the spring 
semester will have an op• 
portunity to study the structure 
and use of influence in the 
college's district. 

A group of ten students will 
organize to study the "pov.•er 
structure" of Texas City and La 
Marque. The intent is to dos• 
cover influential citizens so that 
institutions within the com· 
munity can become more ef• 
fective. The group will work 
with two advisers and a con· 
sultant. 

Larry Smith, Associate Dean 
of Continuing Education and 
Community Services, and Don 
Bass, Instructor in the 
Humanities Division, will serve 
as faculty advisers to the study 
group. Dr. Robert Wegmann, 
faculty member at the 
University of Houston at Clear 
Lake City, is the consultant. Dr. 
Wgmann's outstanding exper
ience in the socio-political area 
includes that of Board of 
Education member in 
Milwaukee; staff member for 
the U.S. Senate Subcommittee 
on Manpower, Employment and 
Poverty; and lobbyist for the 
Councul of the Great City 
Schools. · 

The first part of the group's 
activity will be organization, 

foll9owed by a survey of the 
literature on community infiue· 
nee. The group will design 
strategies and instruments for 
the study, both of which Dr. 
Wegmann will evaluate. The 
total pre-planning of the study 
has been avoided so that par· 
ticipants may contribute to the 
total design. The final part of th 
estudy will involve field worlc 
and conclusion. 

"This kind of study has never 
been done in this community, 
although there are many fore· 
runners," commented .sass. 
"Studies in the 1960's have 
revealed various use and 
organization of power; such as 
single-member elite, multi· 
group, democratic, and com
petitive." 

Students may join the group 
becuase they have a strong 
personal interest, or they may 
petition for credit in toher 
courses (political science, soc
iology, economics, etc.). 
Students may also join to earn 
four hours credit in exploratory 
cooperative education. 

"The Comm unity Power 
Study" has been endorsed by 
the college's Committe For 
Field Experience. 

Interested persons may apply 
by calling Don Bass, 938·1211, 
Ext. 218, or Larry Smith, Ext. 
296. Dealdines for applications 
are January 30. 

something different that is 
relavant to the world around 
you this is the class for you. All 
nine members really seem not 
only to be getting a lot out of it 
but enjoying it at the same time. 

Heck Is 
Appointed 
An expanded program of 

counselling services is now 
available at College of the 
Mainland under the auspices of 
Family Service of Galveston. 

The appointment of Diane 
Halle Heck to the staff bas 
made it possible to offer 
counselling services Tuesday 
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. 

,\Is. Heck graduated.Phi Beta 
Kappa, summa cum laude from 
Duke University with a major in 
psychology. She received an 
M.S. degree in Social Work 
from the Univeristy of Texas, at 
Austin and spent a year in the 
postgraduate program for 
social workers sponsored by the 
Division of Child and Adoles• 
cent Psychiatry at the UT 
Medical Branch in Galveston. 

Counselling services are 
available to Galveston County 
residents on a sliding scale 
based on ability to pay. 

"The professional staff is 
here to help anyone with a 
problem they cannot handle 
alone," commented Ms. Heck. 
"Our counselling is not limited 
to a specific area, but covers a 
wide span-from the problems 
of senior citizens to child-parent 
conflicts, as well as marital 
difficulties, adolescent 
problems, and personal growth 
handicaps. 

Persons interested in making 
an appointment with the 
couniielling staff are asked to 

Just Like Mary Ann 

By CLIFF MABRY 
Comet Staff 

Paul Ray Heinrich says his 
name is pronounced "just like 
Mary Ann. Two words!" 
Heinrich is a freshman Spanish 
major from Galveston. 

Paul Ray, and this writer, are 
the co-founders of "MabRich", 
a new language that's sure to 
catch on. Paul Ray says, "We 
couldn't have done it without 
the help of el senor Ginsberg 
and el senor Urbina." 

The language is a combinat• 
ion of Spanish, English, and 
whatever e!se comes to mind at 
the time. 

I normally wouldn't print a 
person's favorite group, but 
Paul Ray's is different 
enough to be news. Gary 
Puckett and the Union Gap is 
his usual request in all the local 
pubs. 

call 938·1211, Ext. 242. 
Beginning Feb. 11, Ms. Heck 

will teach an 8-week course on 
Parent Education in COM'S 
Continuing Education 
Program. 

The course, which will meet 
on Tuesdays, from 7: 15 to 9: 15 
p.m., will focus on improving 
communication with children, 
finding solutions to behavior 
problfims and strengthening 
family relationships. 

Interested persons may 
register in COM's Records 
Office, Adminstration Bldg., 
8: 00 a.m. to 8: 00 p.m., Monday· 
through Thursday; 8:00 a.m. to 
5: 00 p.m. on Friday. The tuition 
free is voluntary, depending on 
family income and ranges from 
no tution to $15.00. 

Ask his age and he'll say, 
"I'm too young to be married, 
but I'm too old to be single!" 

Paul Ray has an aversion to 
hockey and radio station 
bumper stickers because, "You 
only get one chance to say 
something, when you're dead, 
no one will listen". 

Recreation 
Calendar 
The following schedule for 

recreational programs at 
College of the Mainland has 
been set for the spring 
semester: 

Adult Recreation-Monday 
through Thursday, 7: ~ to 10: 00 
p.m. (pool opens at 8:15 p.m.); 
family recreation-Friday and 
Sunday, 7:00 to 10:00; senior 
citizens recreation-Sunday, 
1: 00 to 4: 00 p.m.; youngsters 
recreation-Saturday, 9: 00 a. m. 
to 12: 00 Noon. 

By purchasing a Facilities 
Use Pass, any resident of the 
College District may utilize the 
Physical Education Facilities 
during the 1974·75 school year 
when those facilities are not 
being used for credit or non
credit classes. That pass may 
be purchased through the 
Records Office for a fee of $5.00 
for adults (16 plus years of age) 
and $2.50 for youngsters (8-15 
years). 

Like human fingerprints , no 
two snowflakes are identical. 
Among all the countless flakes 
that fa!l, no two with exactly 
the same size, pattern and 
number of water molecules 
have ever been found. 

Breast Cancer Program Is Given 
By JOE HENSLEY 

Comet Staff 
"Reach To Recovery" was 

presented the 12 of February by 
Clydene Harris of the Galveston 
Co. Service and Rehabilitation 
Dept. in connection with the 
American Cancer Society. 

Harris gave a talk and 
showed a film on breast cancer 
and self examination programs. 
Her main service is to ladies 
who have already had breast 
surgery or a breast removed. 

Volunteers visit the patients 
while they are still in the hos
pital bringing them several 
shopping lists concerning 

bathing suits, sportswear and a 
complete list of false breasts 
ranging in price from $3 to $130. 

All volunteers have had a 
mastectomy or some type of 
breast surgery. They also go 
through an 8 hour orientation 
course and a two day training 
period so to be -te:ctful in 
working with this serious situat· 
ion. 

On the lighter side of losing a 
breast, Harris related a story 
about a lady who had a false 
breast that was inflated with 
air, a flower was pinned on her 

and it popped. Another lady had 
a false breast filled with a few 
ball bearings to keep it from 
slipping. She went to get on an 
airplane at Hobby Airport when 
she couldn't get on because she 
kept tripping the metal 
detector. 

Mrs. Harris said that much 
more attention has been paid to 
breat cancer since the 
recent operations on Mrs. Ford 
and Mrs. Rockefeller. She also 
noted that more cancer is found 
during cancer drives each year. 

The "Reach To Reveroy" 
program started in 1953 in New 

York. In 1969, it was adopted 
and endorsed by the American 
Cancer Society. However, the 
program has only been in Gal
veston Co. for about one year. 

It was also brought out that 
breat self-examination once a 
month and a complete medical 
check up once a year will set 
your mind at east about breast 
cancer. 

Unfortunately, only 40 people 
came to the talk. It is also un· 
fortunate that most of those 
present were not students. This 
speaker was presented at no 
cost to the students. 
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Be the next lucky winner in the new Comet contest. 

Fails Wins 
Frank Arthur Fails, III, a 

sophomore psychology major, 
won the first COMET "Guess 
What This Is contest" when he 
correctly identified the picture 
ss a swattika. 

Because of his penetrating 
intelligence, Frank was the 
winner of a large coke and this 
interview. 

Som epeople thought the 
contest was too difficult, but 
Fails said, "It would've been 
too hard for the average 
student." 

When asked what bis reaction 
was to winning, Frank said he 
was "casually cool." 

The COMET will have a 

Tilt Lights Up 

By MATTHEW COOPER 
Sports Starr 

New light has been set on the 
basketball dispute that oc
curred in Laredo January 11. 

Reports from several coaches 
present at the game have 
confus ing variations of the 
story. Rick Taylor's suspension 
stood for the rest of the season, 
based on bis own report that he 
hit referee Isdro Garcia. 

"I'm only dealing with his 
(Taylor's ) admission," Dr. 
Mortvedt, Dean of Instructions 
said February 13. Dr. Mortvedt 
also stated that he treated this 
as a very serious matter. 

As far as COM officials are 
concerned, the matter is closed. 

The reports of the other 
coaches through confusing did 
bring out some interesting 
poLtts. 

There was other misbehavior 
by the Comets prior to Taylor's 
bout with the referee. This 
include unkindly hand gestures, 
some warmup jackets were 
thr()wn at the official and the 
official was shoved by the team 
manager. 

After the fiasco, there were 
several shouts of "Give the first 
place trophy to the ref," from 
both spectators and team. 

contest each issue, but don't call 
Karen Atkinson with answers. 
Come by the COMET office any 
Wednesday between 2: 30 and 
5: 00 on -Ole second floor of the 
Student Center. 

SEX 
'Show Me' 

(Earth News) What may turn 
out to be the most controversial 
book of 1975 Is a children's book 
called "Show Me." Its editor, 
Paul De Angelis of St. Martin's 
Press, describes it as a sort of 
"Joy of Sex" for children. 

The book, which features 
large and elegant photos of lots 
of naked kids, is designed as a 
serious sex education manual. 
The big difference between it 
and other attempts ls that the 
photos depict children engaged 
in what some folks will almost 
certainly consider porno
graphic activities. 

In a style written for children, 
the text discusses the entire 
range of human sexuality in 
blunt, no-nonsense language. 
De Ange!!e admits that the book 
will stir controversy when It's 
released in May. But he says the 
publisher is confident that it will 
pass all legal tests, and major 
retailers are airea9y beginning 
to order it. The ~k originally 
appeared last year in West 
Germany where it weathered a 
serious court challenge as 
obscene. It went on to become a 
strong best seller there follow
ing dismisa_al of charges. 

Vets Plan 
Party 

The COM Veterans' Service 
Organization will meet on Fri
day, March 7, at 7: 00 in the Stu
dent Center with a "dutch 
treat" party afterwards at the 
HofbrauGaden in Dickinson. 

Jim Abshire plans to present 
a constitution for the members 
approval. Definite plans are to 
be made in regard to petitioning 
a change in the PE require
ment. 

Anyone with any material for 
the VSO Newsletter should put 
It in the VSO box, in the Vet
erans Office, on campus. 

All students receiving any 
type benefits from the Veterans 

Administration are Invited to 
the meeting. Feel free to bring 
wives, husbands, and dates for 
the party. 

Comets Lose 

Conference 

By MATTHEW COOPER 
The Comets lost the GCJCTC 

title February 13 by falling to 
Alvin Junior College 74-67 In 
overtime. 

The Comets have an H con
ference record this season, with 
two of those losses by forfeits. 
Alvin has a 93- conference 
mark, losing to COM three 
times. 

After an evenly pitched battle 
in the first minutes, Alvin took 
the lead 9-8 and held it through 
the first half. At halftime the 
score was 33-28 in favor of the 
Dolphins. 

Five minutes in to the fourth 
quarter the Comets tied the 
game 41• 1. The lead shifted 
several times during the last 
quarter. Finally, the two teams 
went into overtime 57-57. 

The Comets gained an early 
lead in overtime. However, they 
got into foul trouble giving Alvin 
four of seven free throws and 
the Conference title. 
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Big Brothers ... 

By RAY DOBYNS 
Comet Staff 

An organization called the 
Gulf Coast Big Brothers-Big 
Sisters is now being formed to 
serve Galveston, Brazoria, and 
Matagorda Counties. An 
estimated 2,000 children in this 
area are in need of the services 
this group has to offer. 

But, what is the Big Brother
Big Sister program? 

Big Brothers-Big Sister 
movement came into existence 
on Dec. 3, 1904 in New York 
City. Over the years it has 
grown in numbers where 
thousands of boys and girls are 
helped each year in over 200 
agencies in the United States 
and Canada. 

Now, what is a little brother 
and little sister? 

Little brothers and little sis
ters are kids eight to sixteen 
years of age who do not have a 
father or mother living in their 
home and do not otherwise have 
the benefit of adequate male or 
female guidance. One parent is 
absent primarily because of 
divorce, desertion or death. 

They qualify for membership 
on the basis that they and their 
parent want and need the 
serivces of this agency. These 
two prererequisltes are a part 
of the many considerations in 
the assignment program. 

What is the purpose of Big 
Brothers-Big Sisters? 

Any child who has little op
portunity to enjoy his basic 
childhood right to the love, 
understanding and example of a 
worthy man or woman receives 
through his organization assis
tance in the development of his 
total personality. This ls ac
complished by providinl the 
child with mature identificat
ion, friendship and guidance. 

What is the intake policy? 
With certain exceptions any 

parentless child from the a1e of 
eight to sixteen is eligible for 
the agency's services. How
ever, before a child can be con
sidered for membership, his 
parent or guardian muat 
complete and submit a case 
history application that ls 
provided on request by the 
Agency. 

The applications is nece11ary 
even though the child and-or 

A Big Deal 

their parent have been referred 
by another social service 
agency, school, interested 
person, etc. 

Who are Big Brothers-Big 
Sisters? 

They must be men or women 
who are twenty-one years of age 
or older who are mature, stable 
individuals of good character, 
and have a willingness to invest 
their time and themselves in a 
child who is in need of their 
friendship. Their marital status 
or occupation generally do not 
bear too heavily on his accept
ance or rejection. 

What is important is the kind 
of person they are as well as 
their intelligence and good 
judgment, thereby being an 
individual in whom a child with 
all good conscience can readily 
have confidence, can befriend, 
and can use as a personal 
example for living. 

Before an adult can establish 
membership as a Big Brother
Big Sister, they msut complete 
and submit an authorized ap
plication. This having been 
done, every person is inter
viewed by the professional 
caseworker staff who served as 
a primary screening agent in 
conjunction with the Screening 
Committee which thoroughly 
investigate• each applicant 
before recommendation, are 
made to the Board of Directors, 
which either accepts or reject, 
the applicant on the basic of the 
recommendation. 

The Gulf Coast Big Bro
thers-Big Sisters program for 
this area has now grown to the 
stage where the by-lawa are 
ready to submit to Austin. Thia 
will enable the club to 1et the 
organization "off the ground" 
and to receive their tax exempt 
number. 

Wjth a lot of hard work left to 
the members of the Steering 
Committee, a little more 
financial help and a bunch of 
help from the Man above, this 
organization will become a 
permanent agency in this area. 
Any readers with interest In this 
program, please contact this 
reporter through the journalism 
box at the information desk in 
the Student Center. 

Mechanics Test Offered 
The Testing Center at College 

of the Mainland now bas on 
hand a supply of applications 
and informational bulletins for
the auto and truck mechanic 
tests offered by the National 
Institute for Automotive Ser· 
vice Excellence. 

Tests are adminiltered in 
Houston. However, the Volun
tary Mechanic Testing and Cer
tification Test Program may be 
offered at College of the 
Mainland If a minimum of 20 
persons regnter for a single 
test. The deadline for this rep 

tration ls March 21. U fewer 
than 20 persona regilter, the 
tests will not be available again 
at COM until November. 

There are eight automobile 
and six heavy-duty truck 
mechanic tests as well as one 
teat each in auto-body repair, 
auto painting and refinishing 

Complete inform a tlon 
regarding feea, dates, times and 
study question, Is available in 
COM's Testing Center, which la 
located in the Adminlltratioa 
Bulldlni. The Center la open 
8: 00 a .m. to 5: 00 p.m. on Friday. 
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I How To Get 

The Most 

Out Of Your 
Textbooks 

A textbook, properly used, 
can be invaluable to you in any 
course. It can make the cow-se 
easier for you; it can add to the 
knowledge you gain in the class• 
room as well as prepare you for 
classroom work; it can and 
should serve as a permanent 
resource book for you after the 
course itself has been com· 
pleted. The following six steps 
have proved to be successful in 
using textbooks, and they can 
easily be applied to any 
assignment. 

SURVEY THE 
ENTIRE BOOK 

Before you read your text· 
book, make a brief survey of the 
author's method and intention 
so you understand how he has 
ordered his materials. 
Read the preface carefully to 
acquire a sense of the author's 
major purpose in writing the 
book, his approach to the 
materials, and the structure he 
is following. 
Scan the table of contents to 
grasp the organization and 
scope of the book. As you read 
particular chapters, review the 
table of contents to remind 
yourself of the larger context 
the author has in mind. 

Read the concluding chapter 
or final paragraphs of the book. 
The author will often stress and 
summarize those major points 
that he has demonstrated 
specifically in individual 
chapters. 

Glance at the book as a whole 
and at the apparatus that 
supplements the text: chapter 
headings and summaries, 
reading suggestions, quizzes, 
chronologies, discussion quest· 
ions, graphs, pictures and dia• 
grams. In a short time you will 
have a sense of the author's 
overall techniques which will 
help you re ad the book more 
profitably. 

Before you read a chapter in 
the text, survey the author's 
main ideas. Read whatever 
headnotes or summaries ap• 
pear in the chapter. They 
provide a clue to all of the main 
concepts that the author is 
stressing, and they serve as a 
handy outline. 

E:umine the headings and 
sub-headings of the chapter ot 
gain a sense of its main ideas, 
organization, and direction. The 
arrangement of these beadings 
often will suggest which topics 
are primary and which are 
subordinate. 

READ FOR THE 
MAIN IDEAS 

The author is trying to convey 
a central concept in any given 
chapter of his book, and you 
should concern yourself with 
that concept rather than worry 
excessively about details. By 
concentrating on the main idea, 
you will find that facts and 
supporting evidence are much 
easier to remember. Period· 
ically ask yourself what the 
author Is trying to say ln a 

particular section of a chapter. 

Co-ordinate your class notes 
with your reading. Good lec
tures or class discussions 
should further illuminate the 
perceptions you have derived 
from your reading. Keep full, 
legible, and accurate lecture 
notes. Like your textbook, 
lecture notes will serve as a 
basic part of your knowledge in 
later years, and you will find 
yourself returning to them for 
~uidance. 

Read your assignment before 
the class discussion. Not only 
will this technique cramming 
for examinations unnecessary, 
but it will also give you con
fidence in your own Ideas. lf you 
wait until the professor and 
other students discuss an 
assignment before you read it, 
you will lose faith in yourself as 
an independent reader. Read 
the material regularly and 
discuss it in class so that you 
are constantly testing your 
ideas. Your verbalization of 
reading material will reinforce 
it in your mind. 

Summarize whatever you 
have read. After finishing a 
page, restate the main Ideas in 
your mind and then glance back 
to see if you are correct. Before 
closing your text, repeat the 
major paints of the material you 
have read. See If you can jot 
down the central ideas In the 
section you have just com
pleted. If you can, you will find 
th at most of the supporting 
details will return to you rather 
easily. In addition, when you 
resume your reading the next 
day, your brief review will 
serve as an encouragement to 
begin the next assignment. By. 
noting the major points of your 
reading, you will find that your 
preparation for an examination 
is a relatively simple matter. 

"How to Get The Most Out of 
Your Textbooks", appearing 
here in three Installments is the 
first of a new series of AAP 
STUDENT SERVICE articles 
designed to help college stu
dents improve their use of study 
time and learning materials. A 
compllmentary complete copy 
will be sent to you if you write to 
AAP STUDENT SERVICE, 
Association of American Pub-

MAY-AUGUST GRADUATES 
CONTINUE YOUR EDUCATION 
AT SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY 

YOU CAN GET HELP IN MANY WAYS -

*Individual Attention 
*No Problems in Transferring 
• Adequate Housing 
*Financial Aid Avallable 

WRITE 

*Excellent Facilities 
*Friendly Campus 
*Good Location 
*Excellent Reputation 

CALL 
Office of Admissions 

• Academic & Career Counseling 
• Job Placement After Graduation 
*Economical (State) 
•Qualified Faculty 

VISIT 

Sam Houston State University 
Huntsville, Texas n340 
713-295-6211, Ext. 2971 

EVERYBODY IS SOMEBODY AT SAM 

Ushers, lnc., One Park Avenue, 
New York 10016. 

In the first installment of this 
article pointers were given on 
how you can use each text to its 
full benefit. It indicated the 
importance of a preliminary 
survey of the entire book, and 
gave tips on how to prepare 
class assignments. 

QUESTION YOURSELF 
AS YOU READ 

Pose questions to yourself as 
you move from paragraph to 
paragraph. By converting 
statements into questions, you 
challenge assumptions, 
opinions, and generalizations, 
and you keep yourself alert to 
the author's ideas. As you read 
your textbook, ask yourself, 
What, Why, How, Who, When. 

What is the meaning of the 
title of this chapter? What is the 
sense of headings and sub
headings, the topic sentence 
and concluding remarks? What 
is the meaning of the words
especially of impartant terms 
that are italicized. What is the 
purpose of a photograph or 
table, a diagram or a graph? 

Why has the author chosen a 
certain sequence of thought? 
Why does he elaborate upon a 
particular point so extensively? 

How does the author achieve 
his effects? Does he use 
exaggeration, understatement, 
irony? Does he use examples 
and analogues? Are his graphs 
and pictures effective? If you 
are reading literature, what is 
the significance of the title, the 
historical period, the tone, 
b.lsot)rocal period, the tone, 
mood, language, and sym
bolism of the work? 

For whom is the author 
writing? If he is writing a 
history text, is be biased? If he 
ii dealing with psychology, dN!s 
he belong to a special school of 
thought and does this attitude 
shape his ideas? 

When was the book written? 
Have new developments ren
dered the author' s opinion 
obsolete? 

ASk questions in class. Bring 
specific inquiries raised by your 
reading to class and pose them 
to the professor and to other 
students. Make certain that you 

are an active participant in 
class and that your reading 
plays an active part in your 
classroom work. 

UNDERLINE AND 
MAKE MARGIN NOTES 

Mark your text freely and 
underline key statements. 
Bracket key phrases and put 
light check marks around sig
nificant points. A!er you have 
read a few paragraphs, return 
to your markings and underline 
the phrases and sentences that 
seem most important to you. 
Bee careful to select only the 
main idea. If you underline 
judiciously, you will have a 
clear idea of the most impartant 
material you have read when 
you interview. 

Writinll In the marld.ns can 
also be helpful. Challenge the 
author directly in the margins 
of the text. Ask questions, dis
agree, modify statements. 
rephrase concepts in your own 
language. By actively engaging 
the author's ideas, you will read 
more alertly and you will 
remember what you have read. 

Note taking is an individual 
matter and each student will 
have to decide upon the best 
technique for himself; but there 
Is no question that to make your 
learning active and to retain 
what you have read, you must 
take notes. These notes will be 
very useful at a later time, 
reminding you of your immed
iate reaction to specific 
passages in the textbook and 
reviving information that you 
have forgotten . 

A Journal or reading log 
proves useful. After you have 
read a section or a chapter, 
record your thoughts so that you 
will have a personal and active 
encounter with the textbook. 
You may want to keep an in· 
formal reading log, jotting 
down perceptions or expressing 
yourself creatively; you may 
want to be more formal and 
synopsize whole chapters in a 
brief paragraph. In 'any event, 
the transcription of your 
thoughts to paper will be of 
great help in reviewing and in 
writing subsequent essays or 
term papers. 

························································ ····· ···: : . . 
• . 
• . . 
• . 
. 
• . . 

Hurry 

25c SALE 
C.O.M. Book Store 

Books 
Merchandise Of All Kinds 

Up To siio.95 Values Only 25c 

Records 50c 
C.O.M. Book Store . . . . 

. : ...............................................•..•............ , 
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Bill Sowers Joins COM roe) in business was tightly Education Program, I taught 

JU ne Grads structured and I wanted to have courses in Marketing, Mer-
a broader impact on the chandising and Management," 

(Earth News) June graduates 
are gong to have a worse time 
than ever getting jobs, accord• 
ing to· the College Placement 
Council's annual winter em
ployer poll. 

The poll shows an unexpected 
4 percent drop in job openings 
this June as compared to a year 
ago. It's the first overall drop in 
four years. 

While engineers will probably 
have 7 percent more job offers 
than a year ago, the poll 
predict! that a total of only 4 
percent of the graduates on the 
humanities and social sciences 
are likely to find jobs in their 
own fields. 

It's equally dismal for new 
Pb.D.s, who will be getting 17 
percent fewer jobfoffers this 
June than last year. 

By MARY DANACZKO 
COM Public Information 

Bill Sowers, College of the 
Mainland 's newly-appointed 
Instructor-Coordinator of Mid· 
Management Programs, 
arrived on campus after 
shoveling his way to the high
way in New Hampshire. 

As he describes it: "It was a 
great feeling to throw away that 
snow shovel, get into my car 
and head south." 

The snowstorm may have 
been unexpected, but the trip to 
Texas was part of Sowers' care
fully-researched, systems 
approach to planning his life. 

"I did a detailed study to 
determine where the 'action 
was' in terms of community 
colleges and found that Texas 
was a leader," he explained. 
"I then wrote to every junior 
college in the state-and here I 
am," he said with a grin, adding 
that he was convinced the 
community college movement 
would have the most significant 
impact on the nation in the 
coming years. 

Both Sowers and bis wife 
apply the principles of sound 
business management to their 
personal life. -------... --.. ----.. --,-

The United States Flag is the third oldest of the 
national standards of the world; older than the Union 
Jack of Britain or the Tricolor of France. 

The Flag was first Oown from Fort Stanwix on the 
site of the present city of Rome, New York, on August 
3, 1777. It wu first under fire three days later 1n the 
Battle of Oriskany, August 8, 1777. 

The colors of the Flag may be thus explained: The 
red is for valor, zeal and fervency; the white for hope, 
Purity, cleanliness of life and rectitude of conduct • the 
blue, the color of heaven, for reverence to God lo;~lty 
sincerity, justice and truth. ' ' 

The star (an ancient symbol of Indian, Persia and 
Egypt) sumbolizes dominlon and sovereignty, as well 
as offty aspirations. The constellation of the stars 
within the union-one star for each state-is em
blematic of our Federal Constitution, which reserves to 
the states their individual sovereignty, exept as to 
rights delegated by them to the Federal government. 

The symbolism of the Flag was thus interpreted by 
Washington: "We take the stars from heaven, the red 
from our mother country, separating it by white 
stripes, thus showing that we have separated from her , 
and the white stripes shall go down to posterit; 
representing liberty." 

" We set goals, as well as 
target dates. Every two years 
we sit down to evaluate our pro~ 
gress and identify the direction 
of our lives," he explained. " If 
corporations can thrive on a 
system approach to planning, 
why not apply it to advantage 
in one's personal life?" 

No one can dispute that 
Sowers has been doing just that 
ever since graudation from St. 
Joseph's College (Philadelphia) 
in 1963. with a major in Business 

.Administration. He joined 
Exxon's Management Training 
Program where he was exposed 
to varying areas of business 
such as marketing, finance and 
personnel. He soon decided that 
the field of finance offered the 
greatest challenge and he was 
offered the position of Credit 
Supervisor. 

He then joined Avisun Corp. 
as Manager of Corporate 
Finance and acquired broad• 
based experience in all funct
ions of finance and planning. 
Sowers further expanded his 
base of experience in bis next 
position as Assistant Treasurer 
of Peterson, Howell and 
Heather, Inc. 

It was at this point, that 
Sowers decided to go into the -·- -· .. IL 

business world," he explained. he said, pointing out that 52 per 
"As I saw it, the most direct cen of all business in the United 
way to accomplish this goal was States is concerned with moving 
to become involved in the the goods from the manu-
education of future business factuere! to the consumer. 
leaders. " During this period, Sowers 

His decision was also in line earned an M.Ed. degree in 
with his philosophical convict- Vocataional Education from 
ion that every person should Temple University in 
give something back to society Philadelphia. 
in order to keep it a vital force. When College of the Mainand 

"I had gianed a certain beckoned with the challenge in 
amount of monetary reward Sowers' long-range plan, he left 
and status in the business with a sense of satisfaction. 
world. It was not my turn to "I started the Cooperative 
pass on to others the expertise Education Program with 23 
or knowledge that made it students. When I left, there 
possible," be added. were 126 enrolled," be said. 

Sowers attended Delaware Sowers looks ahead with 
State College for a year to pick enthusiasm to his work at COM. 
up the professional "I have never come across a 
requirements to teach and also group of people which is so 
received a B.S. in Education, deeply committed to helping 
after which he accepted a their students," he declared, 
position as teacher-coordinator adding that be was not sur-
of Distributive Education in the prised to find a genuine sense of 
school district of North Conway, helpfulness among people in 
New Hampshire. general in Texas. 

"It was an exciting challenge Another consideration was 
to put together my practical and the weather, and despite the 
theoretical knowledge and humidity and the occasional 
come up with a Cooperative rain, he still thinks be has 
Education Program that was batted one-hundred per cent to 
best suited to the community ,, date. Especially when he thinks 
Sowers declared. "In adcliton to of his friends coping with the 
coordinating the students and snow drifts in New Hampshire. 

--~------~---------~·-
Transfer Information It Could've 

Been Close 
Students at COM who are 

nearing graduation may find 
the book, "Directory of College 
Transfer Information" helpful. 
This new publication, licated in 
the Reference section of the 
Library, is designed to aid those 
students who will transfer to a 
senior level college immed
iately upon graduation from a 
junior or community college, 
and those individuals who wish 
to continue their education at a 
later date. 

The directory includes lists 
of: 

1) Colleges which accept two
year college students 

2) Colleges which grant junior 
status to two-year college 
students 

3) Colleges which accept 
transfers of students in good 

. . 

academic standing 
4) Colleges which admit 

graduates of two-year business 
colleges 

5) Colleges which admit 
disciplinary dismissals 

6) Colleges which admit 
academic dismissals 

7) Colleges which offer 
FINANCIAL AID SPECIFIC· 
ALLY FOR TRANSFERS 

8) Colleges which accept 
correspondence credit in 
transfer 

9) Colleges which accept 
transfers from unaccredited 
colleges 

10) Colleges which accept 
non-matriculated students as 
transfers 

11) Colleges are arranged 
alpahbetically by state 

Bya JOE HENSLEY 
Comet Staff 

This semester a special 
election was held to fill the stu
dent senate positions open. 
There were five freshmen and 
one sophomore position open. 

Karen Rex captured the 
sophomore position with 81 
votes beating out Dan Town
send and Linda Segelquist. 
Unfortunately, in the freshman 
race there were only five people 
running for five slots. 

However, the race, if there 
had been one, would have been 
close. Janie Gentle had 127 
votes while Greg Hall took 126, 
Ginna Wofford 119, Larry 
Moreno 116, and Charlie 
Johnson 102 votes. 

The voting, as one can see, 
shows the forgetfulness, lack of 
concern and the good old 
tradition of student apathy . 
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Liquor Not Against Law 
By CLIFF MABRY 
Managing Editor 

Last semester, an article 
appeared in this paper which 
said having liquor on a state
supported campus is illegal. 

who could guarantee that 
everyone will be able to hold 
what they drink? 

Given the assumption that 
some people do get sick when 
drinking. 

should be able to predict what 
could happen after these diff
erent types loosened their 
to 1gues a bit. 

Dear F<iilor of the COMET: 
I feel mat Mr. Hensley's 

.irlicle on Ms. Maria Barreno 
\ " Feminist Seeks Big 
Change"), was poor quality 
reporting. He states that, "all 
but 131 COM students had the 
pleasure of not listening" to Ms. 
Barreno. I, for one, enjoyed 
hearing Ms. Barreno, and I do 
not feel that Mr. Hensley can be 
assured thiat his reporting 
reflects the response of the rest 
of the audience. According to 
the College Bulletin of 2·3·75, 
attendance at the speech was a 
"landmark", which was all the 
more exceptional in view of the 
short notice COM had regarding 
Ms. Bareno's visit. 

I shudder to think what would 
happen if those queasy 
stomachs had to navigate the 
two flights of stairs leading to 
the rest rooms. 

Broken jaws, paws, and 
mangled mandibles. 

I 've seen too many drunken 
brawsl start at the drop of a hat 
to endorse liquor on campus. 

Dr. Fred Taylor, President of 
COM, said alcohol at College of 
the Mainland is illegal due to 
administ rative decision, not 
state law. 

Taylor reached this decision 
by examining the overall 
question in regard to its advan• 
tages, disadvantages, oppor
tunities, and threats the issue 
poses. 

Nasty, ghastly, and unimag
inably invidious. 

What would happen if the 
Student Body pushed the issue? 

I think the Board of Trustees 
would make a Board Policy 
banning alcohol on campus. 

I chose to rectify the erron
eous article in editorial form, 
because I want people to realize 
that the Comet does not wish to 
take a crusader's role in trying 
to legalize liquor at College of 
the Mainland. 

Having liquor off-campus at a 
school-based club meeting is 
legal, provided the college does 
not pay fo.r, or organize the 
gathering. 

The veterans at COM proved 
this to be a workable solution 
with their party-after-each 
meeting policy. 

This action would have a 
more long-standing and lrre• 
versbiel position than the 
present administrative 
decision. 

On the contrary, I intend to 
take a hard-line stanze against 
having booze on campus. 

First, let's examine the ad• 
vantages. 

If one doesn't belong to a club, 
that doesn't keep him or her 
from throwing a party. I see 
enough cliques in the Student 
Center and around campus that 
should be out-going enough to 
give parties. 

I understand the University of 
Texas and the University of 
Houston sell liquor in their 
Student Centers; but if we are to 
compare COM to other state 
institutions, we need to make a 
fair comparison with schools 
like San Jacinto J.C., Alvin J.C, 
Brazosport J.C., etc. 

After a realistic evaluation of 
the situation, I fail to see any 
place for alcohol in our learning 
environment. 

Mr. Hensley also refers to the 
National Organization for 
Women, "affectionately known 
as NOW." The attempted 
cuteness is irrelevant, as NOW 
is simply an acronym. If our 
speaker had been sponsored by 
the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored 
People, would Mr. Hensley have 
stated, "affectionately known" 
as NAACP? 

Now for the longest list
threats posed by booze on 
campus. 

Other than having club funct
ions on campus featuring spirits 
and fellowship, there are no 
advantages. 

On the other hand, the dis
advantages are many. If we had 
liquor at Student Center events, 

I ' m positive everyone at 
College of the Mainland realizes 
the mixture of races, age 
groups, and financial classes 
tnat COM enjoys and everybody 

Mary. Queen of Scots (1542-
15871 was by all accounts the 
first woman to play the game of 
golf. 

Mr. Hensley does not give 
examples to support his con
tention that the talk was 
" redundant." For an individual 

Ron Hendren 

IN WASHING TON STUDENT LOANS THREATENED 

W ASHlNOTON - A recent study 
has concluded that more and more 
younii people are defaulting on their 
federally guaranteed student loans. and 
that report has provided new and po
tent ammunition to congressmen, sena
tors and White House aides who want 
an excuse to disembowel the proaram. 
More than half a million students have 
obtained colleae educations with the 
help of these loans. 

The study projects that the 9overn• 
ment will likely lose some S20 mllllon 
annually In defaulted notes, about one 
half of one percent of the total amount 
Muaranteed, and about half the cost of a 
single CSA transport aircraft. 

But never mind, S20 million ls S20 
million. and In these perilous times a lot 
more people are spendln11 a lot more 
time looking for ways to tighten other 
people's belts. And rightly 10, although 
the fiscal admonishers would do well to 
start at home. 

The problem is that those who are 
strangling abdominally are the ones 
who arvslted, or forced, to be the ftrst 
to take an still another notch. Thus it is 
that Social Sec:11rity and medicare and 
medicaid recipients, students, and 
others living on slim, fixed incomes are 
the first to be asked to sacrifice still 
more. 

And that brings us back to the reci
pients of guaranteed student loans. The 
four volume study (which, Incidentally, 
cost the Office of Education Sl80,(KX)) 
found what most educators already 
knew; that the recipients of then Joans 
tend to be students from families in 
middle and lower income brackets, and 
are people who for the most pan would 
not receive formal education beyond 

high Sl'hool were it not for this pro
~ram. 

The stucy 11so snows tnat aetau1ters 
tend to be lower income persons, are 
more likely to be black than white, and 
attended poorer, less prestlalous 
schools. Many attended trade schools. 

Richard L. Tombaugh, executive 
secretary of the National Association of 
Student Financial Aid Adminlsttaton 
fears that "some banks will be more 
careful now In makina loans to the 
kinds of students who could default." 
Federal officials are already sugestlna 
Maher loan standards, and similar 
.. solutions" will come from state offl• 
clats you may be sure. 

The mutt: those who need help the 
most could become those to whom help 
ls denied. 

A caref\aly ·radlna of the Sl80,000 
study, however, sugests a different 
coune. 11te study shows that defaults 
for students attending public and pri• 
vate schools decreased about threefold 
between 1968 and 1972, while claims 
from so-called "proprietary" schools 
increased a whopplna 700 per cent in 
this same period. This latter category 
includes trade schools, secretarial 
schools, manapment training schools, 
and a host of other generally small in
stitutions. 

,Could it be that many of these 
schools are fly-by-night operations, the 
kind which often are advertised on 
matchbook COYers, the same slick oper
ations which bilked so many veterans in 
an attempt to siphon off G. l. benefits? 
Could the hi1h default rate be because 
these schools often uk students to sign 
a full contract before the recipient has a 
chance to spend a semester determining 

By Ron Hendren 

whether theTnstitution is able to further 
his or her career? 

This Is one of the points raised to me 
recently by Robert M. Pickett. legisla• 

tive director of the National Student 
Lobby. But Pickett aoes further. "Be
cause It is generally the poorer students 
who default, It is generally the larger 
loans which the aovemment aets stuck 
with," Pickett says. "I don't believe 
that any student, however poor, should 
be put in the position of hocking him
self 1.1p to his neck to meet educational 
ezpewes, Before a. student should be 
allowicl to borrow more than S1000 a 
year, we should be certain that all other 
sources - part-time work opportunities 
and the like - are exhausted." 

Pickett also feels that not enough in
formation ls provided to students about 
their obll1ations and ri&hts under loan 
aareemtnta. "Most of these people are 
borrowlna for the flnt time, and the 
kind of information they get, both 
about their new financial oblisations 
and the kind of education they can ex
pect to pt for that money, is often 
dreadfully poor - particularly at trade 
schools and the like." 

The outcome of the legislative battle 
that is sure to ensue over the future of 
the guaranteed student loan program 
will hinp on how effectively these argu
ments are made, tor the program 
though successful is by no means a 
sacred cow immune to congressional 
slaughter. If it dies, as that expensive 
study made clear, there are quite liter
ally hundreds of thousands of young 
Americans wt, .1 will never have the 
chance to SC• · beyond high school in 
pursuit of formal education. 

expressing herself in, what was 
for her, a foreign language, I 
feel Ms. Barreno did quite well . 

Mr. Hensley's statement that, 
"according to Ms. Barreno, the 
movement is now organizing in 
Portugal much to the fears of 
the government and the 
majority of the men," seems 
overly simplified. The govern
ment had given a couple of rat· 
ionales for non-support of the 
feminists, although Ms. 
Barreno did feel that the under
lying element was fear. 

Nowhere in his artlce does 
Mr. Hensley report on a basic 
theme of Ms. Barreno's speech, 
namely, that the current 
feminist movement offers to 
men as well as women the oppo• 
rtunity to break out of 
rigid, cultrually-defined roles 
and explore a wider range of 
human potential. 

Finally, I view Mr. Hensley's 
flippant, "so ladies, if you don't 
want to be jailed by all of us 
male chauvanist facist pigs, he 
careful what you write" as an 
affront to all individuals, 
female and male, who suffered 
reprisals for the expression of 
their ideas from the recent 
authorization regime in Por
tugal. 

Sincerely, 
M.A. Miller 
Staff, COM 

...................• 

By STEVE BIERMAN 
Sutdent Government 

President 
In regard to the article en• 

titled "Senate does Little" in 
the last issue of the COMET, 
Student Government would like 
to clear up the misconceptions 
created by the aforementioned 
report. 

In all liklihood, this article 
was written and read d.:ring the 
12: 20-1: 00 college bre:ik. This 
campus wide scheduling break 
was designed and implemented 
by Student Gove,.nment. 
Furthermore, when this policy 
was reconsidered , Student 
Government was the major 
proponent in continuing the 
daily College hour. 

To proceed, Student Govern
ment is responsible for all char• 
tered organizations at COM. 
This includes the P rograms 
Council-which constantly brings 
the student a wide variety of 
activities ie, (move orgies, 
educational films, lectures,and 
dances). Student Government is 
also responsible for all campus 
organization's budgets which 
allow them to function and 
provide campus organization's 
budgets which allow them to 
function and provide campus 
activities and programs. 

Student Government con• 
ceeds that it is not without fault, 
and that one of its :_>roblem 
areas in'the past was ti-at of its 
committee structure. ,towever, 
this particular prob1 .. m was 
remedied before its c1llghten• 
ment by the COMET. 

Student Governmen ts a via• 
ble organization on t is cam• 
pus. To continue to l so, we 
need an ever-increasin amount 
of student support. "\ JUR in· 
volvement is our life• 1e! 
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The Houston Baptist University Singers gave a concert In 
the student center during the college hour, Tuesday the eleventh 
of February. The University Singers are under the direction of 

.. 

raul Green. February 25 Roberto Eyaguirre a professor of 
music with a doctorate In Historic Music from Houston Baptist 
College will give a free concert at 4: 00 p.m. in the arena theater. 

...........••••••••••.....••••...•••••••..•••.••••••••.............••....... ...............•..............• 

'The Battle At Culloden' Reviewed 
By LOCBIE FOWLER 

Guest Writer 
This film was viewed in 

History of England class on 
Feburary 7. It told brieOy of the 
events In 1745 in Scotland and 
England when the J acobites 
made their second and final 
attempt to put the Catholic 
Stuarts back on the throne of 
Hanoverian-ruled protestant 
England, and then it moved 
directly to the battle lines where 
the action began. 

At first, I was disappointed 
because this film was not in 
color, but as the movie pro
gressed, I could see several 
good reasons for the use of 
black and white film: the Scott-

ish "army" was so unbelievably 
unkempt and dirty, the non
color made this even more evi
dent, and the very brutality of 
the battle scenes was served 
better by the absence of color. 

It's one thing to read that the 
Jacobites of 1745, and the 
English did battle at Culloden, 
it's quite another to observe 
that battle. One simply doesn't 
link the atrocities of war with 
the simple line: "at Culloden 
the Scots and English met in 
battle." I think the awful fact of 
actual brutality in those times 
was well presented. 

The movie was physically 
exhausting, besides being 
almost too factual in places, 

The Dove-- -
A Good Movie 

For all of you turkeys out there who think that a new movie 
named "The Dove", ls just another rewritten version of "Love 
Story" or "Romeo and Juliet", Uncle Dwayne is here to 
enlighten you. Fear not though, for you are not alone In your 
way of thinking. Kid Flash here also thought that it wasn't going 
to be more than a balf-assed attempt to warm the cockles of my 
heart, make me cry In my beer, and make various other effects 
happen to my body. JJ the Mormon Tabernacle Choir breaks 
Into a round of the "Hallelujah Chorus", the kid admits that he 
was wrong! Qulck, a hundred lashes with the sound-track from 
"The Way We Were" for me! The show was not only above my 
expectations, but it far surpassed them. 

One can't possibly blame me for possessing these doubts, 
though. 

My case for the defense is as follows; 
1) No Big Name stars. This in itself is enough reason to stay 

home and watch "Wall Street Week" on channel 8, right? With 
big name stars playing the same type role in all of their movies, 
you know what to expect. With a lot of unknowns, you don't. One 
point for our side. 

2) No Publicity. Going into a movie knowing nothing about It 
is like going into a war unarmed, you've got nothing to defend 
yourself with. The only good point is that you don't know what to 
expect, so you can't possibly be disappointed. 

3) This last fact isn't revealed to anyone until once in the 
threatre and firmly strapped into the seat. Ready? Maestro, a 
drum roll, please. 1The move was produced by Gregory Peck, 
leading us to believe that no real producer would touch this 
movie with a Richard Nlmn wristwatch. 

As we all begin tugging at the iron belts holding us in our 
seats, the movie begins. Suddenly, much like the passengers on 
the Titanic, we in the av.dience feel a stronge closeness to one 
another. After approximately 15.mlnutes of commercials, which 
isn't why I came to a theatre, the camera rolls. You know what, 
it wu a really great Oick. No joking, it was a very good movie. 

It's all about a kid who sails around the world in a twenty
four foot sail boat, alone. The story is his adventures on the·higb 
sea and on dry land. It Is a very interesting movie w~ I would 
highly recommend to anyone.-DWAYN£ COLVIN 

particularly the scene where 
the wounded men, lying in a pile 
of wounded and dead bodies, 
continued to twitch and jerk. 
But aside from the actual 
battle, the movie proved in
formative; the only problem 
being the narrator's British 
accent, which made him some
what difficult to understand. 

Prince Charles Edward 
Stuart (Bonnie Prince Charlie) 
came across as a very weak fig-

0 

0 

0 

0 

ure in all respects, from his 
physical makeup to bis mental 
capacities. The film's portrayal 
of this erstwhile romantic 
figure made me wonder how 
this "pompous ass" ever got the 
Highland Scots behind him in 
the first place. They had to have 
overlooked a lot in their 
Catholiz zeal. 

One important piece of in
formation was overlooked, and 
this was the Oath of Culloden 

0 Q 
0 
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which the Highland Scots (those 
who managed to .survive) were 
forced to swear, and I was a 
little disappointed for this oath 
was the basis for the North 
American Scots' Allegiance and 
loyalty to the Crown during 
America's Revolution. 

All in all, I think this was a 
good film, definitely anti-war in 
content and making its point 
well. I can well understand why 
it won an award. 

0 

0 

0 

d 

C> 

Take A Bath With A Friend 
(Earth News) If there is to be 

a fad to replace "streaking" as 
the national campus pasttime 
for 1975, it just might be com
munal bathing. Already, group 
baths are becoming an integral 
part of after-class life for some 
students at the University of 
California at Berkeley. 

Following a hard day of 
classes, student neighbors here 
now take to big back-yard tubs 
to sip wine, exchange tales of 
the day's woes, read poetry, and 
soak their troubles away. 

One participant, Jennifer 
Bayless, says, "It's not really 
sexual. It's a mental and phy
sical bond experience, a social 

activity. I've taken baths alone 
and with other people, and I 
definitely prefer bathing with 
others." 

Students desiring information 
as to how to build or buy a hot
tub can contact Clive Scullion at 
2222'Ai Parker Street, Berkeley, 
Calif. 94704. 

..... 
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New Constitution Sought 
I. Rationale 
II. Structure 
III. Officers Duties 
IV. Decision Making Process 
V. Student Bill of Rights 
VI. Election Codes 
VII. Adoption and Amendment 
Procedure 

ARTICLE'I. Rationale 
The community college 

student, who is often a commut
ing student, has !Dme unique 
developmental tasks. He is, in 
most instances, more closely 
tied to his community, his 
family, and his past than the 
conventional student. He there
fore finds it more difficult to be 
open to developmental exper
iences and to establish a sense 
of connectedness with the total 
structure of the college than 
does the resident student who is 
able to separate himself from 
the community of his past and 
form new primary rel at
ionships, within living groups 
and social groups on the 
campus. This situation then 
lsol .:.!.es one of ihe pr imary 
needs of community college 
students which in not presently 
capable of being met by tra
ditional structures of student 
governance. The community 
college student has little need 
for control-there is often 
enough of this in his existence at 
home and in the community. He 
does need the feeling of having a 
group he " belongs to' ' in the 
college , some structure or 
organization. 

Involved with this belonging
ness are the developmental 
tasks which may be accom
plished through a structure 
which offers it: the opportunity 
to express opinions and be 
heard and to have the worth of 
opinions realistically reflected: 
the opportunity to participate in 
the decision making processes 
of the institution and see the 
production of worthwhile 
results; the means of estab
lishing relationships within a 
group ; the opportunity to 
achieve a peer level with other 
members of the scholarly 
community. 

The benefits to the institution 
from student participation in 
policy and decisions must 
benefit from student input just 
as students benefit from inter
action with faculty. The com
munity college has always 
ascribed to this philosophy. 
Unfortunately, traditional 
forms of student government 
tend to set up barriers both to 
student involvement and to the 
interchange of ideas. The an• 
nual breakdown of the tradit
ional student government at 
College of the Mainland has 
brought to a halt student input 
by standard structured means. 
It is for this reason that a new 
vehicle be created whereby 
students involvement is made 
as accessible as possible, and 

Voting to accept or reject this constitution will be held soon. 
College am .1all participate in 
all appropriate ways in the 
government of the College. 

barriers to input are torn down. 
ARTICLE II. Structure 

and Name 
Section 1 

The name of this organization 
shall be The• CoUege of the 
Mainland Student Association. 

There shall be an Executive 
Council. The Council shall be 
composed of a president, a vice
president for administrative 
Services, a vice-president for 
Instruction, a vice-president for 
Planning and Development, a 
vice-president for Student 
Personnel Services, and a 
Secretary-Treasurer. This 
council shall meet once a week. 
Section 3 

The vice-presidents will serve 
on commissions composed of 
the corresponding Deans and a 
faculty member chosen by Coll
ege of the Mainland Employees 
Association. These commiss
ions will meet monthly; addit· 
ional meetings will be held at 
the request of any member. 

ARTICLE Ill. Duties 
of Officers 

Section 1 
PRESIDENT-The duties of 

president shall be to meet with 
the president of the college on 
matters that cannot be handled 
by any one commission, to chair 
the Executive Council meet• 
ings, to act as a spokesperson of 
the student body, and to act as a 
voting member of the Ad· 
ministrative Council. 

VICE-PRESIDENT-The 
duties of the vice-president 
shall be to serve on the com
mission, to solicit and achieve 
input on issues relevant to the 
commission on which they 
serve, and to attend meetings of 
the Executive Council. 

SECRETARY-TREAS· 
URER-The duties of the 
secretary-treasurer shall be to 
maintain a record of the 
Executive Council, to maintain 
a budget on The College of the 
Mainland Student Association, 
and to carry on all necessary 

correspondence of the associat
ion. 

ARTICLE IV. Decf1ion 
Making Proce11 

Section 1 
The vice-presidents, as ment

ioned, shall solicit and receive 
input on relevant issues. When 
appropriate, the vice-president 
may appoint committees, the 
composition of which should be 
designed to maximize student 
participation and to study the 
issues. 
Section 2 

Decisions shall be made or 
policies shall be proposed to the 
administrative council by the 
commissions in accordance 
with the college policies. Decis
ion making or recommendation 
of policies will require an affir
mitive vote of two thirds of the 
commission. 
Section 3 

A copy of decisions which 
establish administrative policy 
or are a departure from existing 
administrative policy and the 
reasons tor the decision will be 
issued to all faculty-staff and 
students effected through the 
College Bulletin and the Student 
Newsletter. If at least 20 per
cent of the faculty-staff and-or 
students do not register their 
objection to the decision within 
four weeks, that decision will 
become final. If however, at 
least 20 percent do register 
objections, the issue will be 
referred by the commission to 
the Administrative 'council for 
final resolution. 
Section 4 

Appropriations for chartered 
clubs and organizations shall 
require an affirmative vote of a 
majority of the Executive 
Council. 

ARTICE V. Student 
Bill of Rights 

The Board of Trustees and the 
Administration of the College of 
the Mainland believe deeply, 
and commit themselves to, the 
democratic process as a way of 

life. Therefore, the Board of 
Trustees and the College staff 
commit themselves to the 
following: 

The student is an adult': per• 
son, or is capable of becoming 
sufficiently responsible immed
iately, for the purpose of con• 
tiiruing in attendance. 

The student shall be dealt 
"with by the College staff as a 
person meriting the fullest 
respect at all times. 

The student shall have the 
status of junior colleague in the 

The student merits the ablest 
and most dedicated 
professional leadership that can 
be made available to him. 

Upon entering, the student 
shall receive thorough training 
in the duties and responsibilities 
of scholarship at College of the 
Mainland. 

The work of the student shall 
be planned and evaluated 
meticulously and imag
inatively. The student shall be 
involved at all appropriate 
points in the planning and 
evaluation processes. 

The student deserves the 
most useful modem learning_, 

See NEW, Pg. 4 

More Basketball Hassles 
By MATTHEW COOPER 

Comet Sports Editor 
President Taylor recently 

submitted a proposal to the 
Board of Trustees that would do 
away with intercollegiatl!! 
basketball at COM. The 
proposal, which caused concern 
from many sides was ultimately 
defeated. 

Moves to reorganize the 
athletic department under the 
Offices of Continuing Education 
and to discontinue the 
scholarship program were also 
included in the proposal. 

Taylor said in an interview 
April 4, that one of the main 
factors in the decision to dis• 
continue the basketball team is 
that the Gulf Coast Conference 
has dropped its basketball 
program. According to Taylor, 
" What this institution µ in
terested in is more participation 
for the dollar." 

He cited that there was only 
875 people in attendance at all 
the basketball home games put 
together. He added that the 
concept of athletics at COM is 
participation. "Weare concerned 
with what is best for the goals of 
the institution, not for a certain 

grou¥.' ' Taylor .;aid. 
On the reorganization of the 

Athletic department, Taylor 
commented that the proposal Is 
not to do away with the 
department. "Over 90 percent 
of the action over there is of a 
continuing education nature," 
Taylor said. In order to make 
the program more efficient and 
to retain the full compliment of 
physical education instructors 
the move is definitely needed, 
according to Taylor. 

The athletic scholarship 
program will have to be dis
continued simply because the 
college does not have the 
money . The money could be 
raised through raising the 
bookstore prices, like many 
other schools, but Taylor said 
this would only be benefitting a 
few students. 

At this time Taylor has no 
plans to reintroduce the 
proposal, but this does not 
discount the possibility that one 
of the other trustees will. 

Dan Travaille, chairman of 
the athletic department, 
declined to comment on the 
proposal. 

APR .,, 



Opinions 
Vietnam--A WASTE 

By PAUL RAY HEINRICH 
Guest Edltorlallst 

"Da Nang has fallen tp the 
Communists. It is lost." 

Those were the words of a 
senior official of the South 
Vietnamese government. After 
reading and seeing this in the 
news, my only response was 
sadness; sadness for the South 
Vietnamese, but more impor• 
tantly, sadness for the 55,000 
American lives that should 
never have been lost in an 
undeclared war. 

I myself have served in Viet 
Nam. Before, during, and after 
the time I way there I was 
against American involvement 
in the Vietnamese Civil War. As 
one who went there and came 
back with no wounds or injuries, 
I can only consider myself lucky 
but at the same time also have 
feelings of guilt for myself and 

other Americans who took part 
in someone else's war. 

There was never any hope for 
an American victory in VJet 
Nam and now all hope for a 
South Vietnamese victory Is 
lost. South Viet Nam will likely 
fall completely to the Com• 
munists very soon. 

Whether they become 
Communists, capitalists, or 
anything should no longer be of 
any concern to the American 
people. The loss of 55,000 
American lives was a terrible 
price to pay for a war we never 
won or lost. 

To continue to support Viet 
Nam and Cambodia would only 
be more of a mistake that 
should have been corrected long 
ago. For now let's hope the 
American politicians will be 
more concerned about 
America's problems and devote 
their full attention to America. 

Opinions On Economics 
By RAY DOBYNS 

Comet Staff 
The past couple of years have 

been a confusing period for the 
economists of this country. It's 
been a period they could not 
cope with; one they were never 
taught out of a book. 

People think that an econom• 
1st must be a brilliant son.of-a 
gun. I found this is not always 
true. Certainly one has to think, 
but an economist has to base his 
opinion on the past. To study 
economy is to study theory. It's 
not a detailed science like 
mathematics. 

In all respects, however, an 
economist will look at all the 
facets that affect what happen1, 
in our country-and also to 
place this in retrospect to what 
is g$g on in other nations
world trade so to speak. 

Today, there is a gloom that 
.has set upon our economists. 
They don't have the answer to 
an inflation-recession. It has 
never happered before in this 
country. There are no history 
books to go to. They're like a 
bunch of attornies without a law 
library. Lost on confusion. 

Our top economists today are 
running scared-and justifiably 
so. These men, in their SO's and 
60's were children when the 
Great Depression came 
crashing down on this country 
in 1929. They know what it was 
like to be hungry. The know 
what it's like to see their fathers 
in a soup line. They taught the 
next generation. 

"We have government con• 
trols. This can never happen 
again" they preached. Now 
they are saying th~s could 
become worse than evtfr before. 

Sure times have been bad. 
Never before has our economy · 
been so dependent on the riches 
of other small nations. Fifty 
years ago our economists would 
have told the President to use 
the Marines. It would have been 
10 years ago if there had not 
been a place we used to call 
French Indo-China. 

Economists are so depr~ssed 
on their theory that I believe 

they are ready to turn to Mr· 
s.Dixon in Washington for her 
predictions, maybe Martha 
Mitchell. 

This writer is goipg to tell our 
"men of theory" what to look 
toward. If they won't say 
something positive, I will. 

As you economists well know, 
the first thing they taught us 
was to release funds to the 
construction industry, for they 
are the largest employers in our 
country. O.K., look at what the 
banks have just done. The 
prime interest rate is now been 
lowered to 7½ or 7¾ percent. 

· This will allow the developers to 
build. 

Detroit is calling their men 
back from the layoff. Detroit, to 
me as most people, is a figure of 
speech to explain where we 
build our automobiles. True, 
they are not going back to full 
production, however, they are 
going back to increased 
production. 

This means more steel is 
needed. It means more jobs for 
the thousands of firms which 
supply the auto industry. A 
25,000 increase in the em
ployment in Detroit could mean 
as much as a 100,000 job in· 
crease in the field. 

How about our extra tax 
return? I know that mine will be 
spent and most people will 
spend theirs. What will this 
increased spending power, 
which will be in the billions of 
dollars, do for our economy? I 
believe our country will be back 
on its feet in six months. 

And even the newly rich oil 
countries are spending a lot of 
their money back here. This 
means more jobs. I would not be 
afraid of foreign money. 
Forel~n money built our great 
railroad system of the past. 
Foreign money helped this 
country to win our war tor m
depencence. 

Come on you economists, 
come out with something. T~ll 
us, tell your students, tell the 
world. You can start. Hell, write 
to this paper. I'll see your letter 
gets published. 

Protected by Forty Thousand? 
By RAY DOBYNS 

CometStaff 
What has happened to the Vietnamese people? At thia 

writing, 40,000 to 50,000 have run in panic. One million people 
cry, fear and have no hope. Their own soldiers shoot them, beat 
them to the ground. Old women, young babies the sick the 
crippled die. Is life so precious that to save onesell one mu~t do 
this? ' 

Forty thousand troops could have held the city of Dang 
Nang. Forty thousand troops could have fought their way south 
to safety. Forty thousand troops could have allowed an 
evacuation of one million civilians. Forty thousand troops could 
have. But 40,000 troops didn't! 

Why? 
. The fin~st soldiers in the South Viet Army the papers say. 

Finest soldiers, meanest soldiers, select of the corps. Solders 
who panic! Is that what we spent blood to train? 

Forty thousand troops ran . 
Forty thousand troops we sure don't need. 
I can remember when one million troops from Cbina came 

out of Manchuria (Korean War). The Americans had so 000 
troops, it _seems_ mostly Marines. They advanced to the r~ar. 
Th~y carried their dead. They carried their riOes. They carried 
their lan:ie. They wer_e men. They came out to fight again. 

What m the hell did the U.S. Army train? In six months an 
~e?can soldier can fight. In 10 years a South Viet can't load 
his rifle. 

They say they broke because the generals and their staff 
fled by boat. A U.S. unit can remain intact with that private with 
the most time-in-grade leading the men. 

On this campus we have around 600 vetersn-WWII, Korea, 
Vietnam. Men that may not have seen combat, men that may 
have seen too much. But they are men. 

I am glad to be an American. 

League City Bar and Social Club 
By RAY DOBYNS 

Comet Staff 
Sitting around a saloon can be 

an experience for anyone that ls 
a teetotaler. 

Shucks, learn how to play 
dominoes. You sure get a quick 
lesson in checkers. Blink and 
they beat you at pool. Get a little 
ththt and you lose your dollar 
bills in liars' poker. Get out of 
line and you receive a right to 
the jaw. 

When I first moved to League 
City from Louisiana, one of the 
first men I met was Hop 
Cassity. He owns a saloon-the 
League City Bar. These fellows 
arc a breed of their own. 

Hop made a stranger feel at 
home. I don't guess I'd been in 
League City one week before be 
had introduced me to all his 
customers. He even loaned me a 
few bucks when I was short. I 
was a stranger! 

Well I've seen Hop help a lot 
of people. He gives advice like 
The Economic Council of the 
United Nations-it even makes 
sense at times. 

A few of the new terms that 
can be learned at the League 
City Bar: A St. Elmo Fire is the 
term for the Northern Lights; A 
gaggle is a flock of geese ; Gang 
means a bunch of Elk; Parr 
means baby salmon. 

Quite a few people have tried 
to catch Hop on trick questions. 
After a few moments he gives 
them an anwers. "What is a 
sweet pea?" "More than one 
beer." 

. Guest Writer 
This apathy among the 

students through elections 
stems back to at least the last 
Roosevelt years, because that's 
when the students lost interest 
in political affairs. 

Now the question is how to get 
the students interested in the 
"body politic." 

"What's a large male bear 
cnlled?" "A poppa bear." 

"What would you men do 
without us women?" "Still beui 
the Garden of Eden." 

"Who was the first 
streaker?" 

"An Indian. His name was 
Rmning Bear." 

This is a quote from one of 
Hop's customers who moved 
here from Alaska. "This is a 
lounge where I can take my 
baby nnd watch her grow into a 
little girl without barroom 
stigma. My wife and I can have 
a drink in peace, quiet and 
safely while the pool players 
dodger her running around 
without getting mad, buy her 
sodapop, chewing gum and wish 
us best as we come and go. It 
reminds us of Alaska where 
friends are friends and people 
are people with no fights or' loud 
music. " 

'I\Jow you fellows that take a 
trip up this way, it's possible 
you might need directions. Well 
you just stop by the League City 
Bar and ask old Hop. He'll tell 
you to go East, West, North or 
South. I don't believe I ever 
heard him tell a man to go 
straight down. 

As Hop said, "Tell those 
people to come on up. There 
more than welcome. 

And, by the way it they need a 
checker's instructor at The 
College of the Mainland, just 
say lhe word." 

In my point of view, here are 
a couple of ways of turning 
around the students towards 
taking pllrt in politics again, 
because we need them. 

First, we need better men and 
women running for office and 
those who are truly interested in 
the young adult viewpoint, 

Smith 
Upset 

With 
Comet 

Dear Editor: 
Since I am held responsible 

for the content of the Comet, I 
must express my disappoint
ment for the immaturity of 
several articles in the last 
paper. I am not implying 
censorship, but leadership in 
maintaining a newspaper which 
is, of college level, as well as the 
fact that several pictures and 
articles relating to colleges act
ivities were not printed in favor 
of "Dear U.D.," "The Doctor's 
Bag" and "COM Ducks Speak." 

Additionally, I fail to under
stand the intention of 
photographs such as the tele• 
vision control box which has 
been broken for three years, 
entitled "Vandals Strike T.V. 
Lounge," and the unsightly 
bulletin board "Art on Cam• 
pus." 

I must point out that I have 
been extremely pleased and 
proud of the Comet during the 
year and with the exceptin of 
this publication I have not found 
reason to seriously critize any 
of the content. I would request 
that the Comet staff be cog• 
nizant of the fact that their 
publication is the only formal 
means for communicating with 
the student body as a w)lole. 
Furthermore, it ls their 
publication which, when 
reviewed during years to come, 
will serve as a reflection of the 
College's history. I would hope 
that every effort would be made 
to be as comprehensive as 
possible in the coverage of all 
social, cultural and educational 
activities which occur; any 
policy or procedure changes 
which have an effect on the stu• 
dents; and any news-worthy 
event which happens spon
taneously. 

Robert Smith 
Director of Student Life 

Ed. Note: B.S. 
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Some people believe that 
sleeping with a fork under 
your pillow will keep witches 
from riding on your chest 
while you sleep 

i aooooaoaoaoooooooooo 

because theirs is the one that 
really counts and 11lso they 
should try to pattern their 
campaign partly around the 
youth. 

Secondly, the young adults 
have a place in the "body 
politic," because they have the 
right to be heard. 



"King of 
Hearts'' 

By PAUL RAY HEINRICH 
Critic At L Large 

Faced with the prospect of 
another bording day during our 
Easter holidays, I decided to go 
to a movie I knew nothing 
about. I found myself going to 
the ancient Broadway Theatre 
in Galveston viewing a 1966 
French film by the title of King 
of Hearts. 

King , of Hearts is set in a 
small village in Northern 
France in 1918 near the end of 
World War I. The retreating 
Germans have planted a large 
born b triggered to destroy the 
whole village long after they 
have left. The British Army has 
received a radio message from 
one of the fle4ing villagers that 
a bomb is in the town but the 
Germans kill him before he can 
tell the British where it is. 

Private Plumpick, a lovable 
chap, has been "volunteered" 
by his superiors to find the 
bomb. Upon arriving in the 
village, Plumpick finds that it Is 
empty except for the patients in 
the insane asylum. The patients 
are now the town's citizens and 
they have formed their own 
community around Pvt. Plump
ick, their King of Hearts. 

The comedy and sadness of 
- these patients and their King 

are very well blended. Upon 
Plumpick's successful dis
mantling of the bomb and the 
reality of the approaching 
British Army, the patients' 
magic world abruptly ends and 
they return to the asylum. 

After being rewarded with 
medals for bravery, Pvt. Plum
pick is given orders to go 
to another town to disarm 
another bomb. It is then that the 
good private learns that the 
people from the asylum are in 
on way insane, but that the 
people that make wars are the 
insane ones. The movie ends on 
a happy note as Pvt. Plumpick 
leaves the army and his past 
"normal life" and goes to live 
with his friends in the asylum. 

Want Ad 
Want to make better grades? 
Let me type your themes, 
reports, etc. for that neat look. 
$1.00 per page-minimum $3.00. 
Call 935-2973. 

Students who took English 132 
in the fall who have creative 
writing they would like to submit 
this spring's literary magazine 
should submit work to Mrs. 
Pevoto in Faculty Suite B of the 
LRC. All work must be sub
mitted by April 29. 
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Change College To Cash 

"Converting College into 
Cash" is the theme of a one-day 
job placement conference to be 
held at College of the Mainland 
on April 16, 12: 30 to 5: 00 p .m. 

Ms. Anne Sanford, one of the 
top professionals in the field of 
job placement, will discuss the 
current employment outlook 
and how college students can 
convert their educcation an 
training into acutal job 

The conference, to be held in 
the auditorium of the Technical
Vocational Building, will be 
divided into three seminars an 
participants may choose to 
attend at the most convenient 
time. The first seminar will be 
held from 12: 30 to 2: 00 p.m.; the 
second, 2: 00 to 3: 30 p .m. and the 
third, 3: 30 to 5: 00 p.m. 

Ms. Sanford, a graduate of the 
University of Oklahoma, is 

presenUy the manager of M. 
David Lowe Personnel ~rvice, 
Greenway Plaza Office 
Division. She began her career 
with the firm in February, 1971 
as a Personnel Consultant and 
since then has been named 
manager for several offices, 
achieving hlgh degrees of 
success in each move. 

Ms. Sanford has attended 
many manasrement seminars 

and training sessions since 
entering the business world ·in 
order to keep abreast of new 
trends and ideas. Before 
j()ilning M. . David I Lowe Per
sonnel Ser"'1ce,'She taught in the 
public Schools '>f Victoria, 
Texas. 

The conference is free and 
open to the general public. For 
further information, please call 
938-1211, Ext. 27S. 

placement. 

WEDNESDAY. APRIL 16 
Seminar: 

Converting College 
Into Cash 

Beglsbadoaroma 
$emlnar: Converting College Into Ca•h 

D Seminar No. 1, 12:30 to 2:00 pm 
D Seminar No. 2, 2:00 to 3:30 pm 
D Seminar No. 3, 3:30 to 5:00 pm 

NAME __________________________ _ _ _ _ _ 

ADDRESS _____________________________ _ 

PHONE _______________________________ ~ 

MAJOR AREA OF STUDY ________________________ _ 

"Amigos" Have a Purpose 
College of the Mainland's Lia

ison Committee on Mexican
American Affairs and the 
leadership of the Mexican-Ame
rican comm unity recently met 
to discuss approaches to be used 
in encouraging Mexican-Amer
icans to utilize the college's 
resources. 

Dr. Fred A. Taylor, President 
of COM, expressed his strong 
support of the groups efforts and 
his comments were reaffirmed 
by other members od the coll
ege staff who attended the 
luncheon-meeting. 

The free •flowing discussion 
included: (1) the use of ap
propriate aptitude tests for 
technical-vocational programs; 
(2) preparation of a bilingual 
brochure describing COM' s 
programs and services; (3) 

dissemination of financial aid 
information; and (4) the 
possibility of employing a 
bilingual counselor. 

Manuel Urbina, who has 
taught history at COM since the 
college opened its doors, 
described the formation of the 
College of the Mainland 
Amigos, a group organized by 
the Mexican-American students 
on campus to help promote 
opportunities for the Mexican
American community. 

One of the immediate projects 
for the group will be planning a 
Cinco de Mayo celebration to be 
held at College of the Mainland 
on Sunday, May 4. Complete 
information regarding the 
festivities will be available 
shortly . 

The word dunce comes from the name of a highly l~arne_d 
and intelligent man, John Duns Scotus. A conservative, his 
followers, who became known as Dur~sme11 or Du11ceme11 
persisted ~o long in their blind o~posit1on to change of any 
kind they came in time to be considered pre~ty dumb. 

San Jancinto 
Santa Anna - Houston - Emily 

By RAY DOBYNS 
Comet Staff 

"Charge," was the command 
and 750 Texans, 200 on 'horses, 
the rest on foot, hurled them
selves toward 1600 of the finest 
soldiers in Santa Ann's army. 
"Remember the Alamo, 
remember Goliad," they yelled 
as they cut thru that grassy 
plain to the music of "Won't you 
come to the Bower?" Win or 
lose this would be their last 
fight. 

Santa Anna's force was a 
formidable foe. Within the past 
few months they bad taken the 
Alamo, routed Col. Francis 
Johnson' s troops near San 
Patricio, defeated Dr. James 
Grant near Agua Duice and 
smashed Col. William Ward's 
units at Refugio. 

Confident of final victory, 
Anna head his troops toward 
Galveston Island where 
President Burnet and his staff 
had finally retreated. Here he 
had them trapped. 

This had been his first 
mistake, since his costly· delay 
at the Alamo. When he moved 
toward Galveston he left 

Houston and his army to the 
rear. 

"Charge, charge". TheTexana 
come on. The Mexican advance 
positions caught by surprise, 
broke and ran. The battle was 
under way. Through the broken 
lines the Texans charged, un
trained soldiers rushing to meet 
the elite of the Mexican army. 

Earlier in -the year, Santa 
Anna had raided Col. James 
Morgan's property on Morgan's 
Point. Morgan had a young, 
beautiful mulatto girl who was 
one of his bond servants. Santa 
Anna's experienced ey-e 
selected Emily as a personal 
prize. 

The following is a quote from 
Texas In Color by Evelyn Op· 
penheimer. "Santa Anna had 
been so engrossed in enertai11· 
ing her in his tent that he did nOl 
choose to hear the cry of war
ning from his men, 'The Enemy 
come'. Expertly Emily 
prolonged the entertainment so 
that the General was too late in 
attending to hi.I military dutiei 
of leadership. There was on)y 
time to try to escape the 
Texans." 



Phil, Tikl . .and SHEP? 

Do You Canoe? 
Faculty, students and staff 

members will compete in a 
series of canoe races to be held 
on College of the Mainland's 
Lake Eckert on Wednesday 
April 23 at 12: 3o to 2: oo p.m. · 

The Student Center Programs 
Council is sponsoring the event, 
which will feature a Gunwale 

Race, Sink-the-Canoe Race and 
Kangaroo Race. 

Anyone interested in forming 
a team may sign up in Mrs. 
Karen Atkinson's office in the 
College Centerby April 21st. 
Prb:es will be awarded and the 
general public is invited to 
come and cheer the teams. 

Chess Starts April 15 
Beginning Chess will be of• 

fered for the first time in Coll• 
ege of the Mainland's Con
tinuing Education Program 
beginning April 15. The six• 
week course will meet Tues· 
days, 7: 15 to 10: 15 p.m., Room 
A148 of the Administration 
Building. 

Dr. Philip Snyder, a local 
chess authority, will teach the 
course which v1ill be geared to 

fundamentals. Instruction Will 
be individualized, with em• 
phasis on basic openings and 
theory as well as Pointers for 
self-improvement. 

"Now is an excellent time to 
learn chess since the inter• 
national chess championship is 
coming up this summer," Dr. 
Snyder noted. 

For further information 
regarding the course, please 
c2ll 938-1211. Ext. 266. 

M usic Fest In League City 
Change the date on your 

claendar from April 5 and 6 to 
May 10 and 11, 1975. 

The Chairmen of the League 
City Lions Village Fair and the 
Bicentennial Country Music 
Festival have joined forces to 
bring everyone two days of 
extraordinary entertainment. 

The Bicentennial-League 
City Village Fair and County 
Music Festival will start with a 
mile long parade on satu)'(lay, 
May 10, on League City's Main 
Street, then have for 10 hours 
each day of continuous en· 
tertainment at Galveston Park, 
League City, Texas. 

There will be antique cars, 
sky divers, civic clubs and 
commercial booths, prizes, 
carnival rides, fireworks, 
motorcycle races, horse
manship exhibitions and two 
shows each day with country 
western music. 

A partial list of the country 
music groups to play in the two 
shows each day are, The 
Texans, Swining Strings, Ed 
Wallen Trio, Chaos, Golf Leaf, 
Sly with Luv, Unicks and the 

Soke Stack. 
With all that music talent for 

background, the best of the 
Country Western singers to 
entertain you will be headliner 
Brian Collins, Ben Gabus, Lou 
Watson, Jerry Robinson 
(Rotten Red), Jamie Tipton and 
John D. Hardy. 

And that's not all! Along with 
the country music will be 
renown champion fiddlers E.J. 
Hopkins, Jmnny Smith, Mike 
Weise, Carol Hopkins and 
Guit11rist, Al Winters who will 
play the type of Texas music 
that will keep your foot tapping. 

The temPo will be xast, just 
like it was in 1775 when our 
Nations "Rebels" started the 
fight for Independence at 
Lexington and Convord. This 
celebration is our way to 
commemorate the American 
Rebolution Bicentennial In the 
Greater Clear Lake Area. 

There are still some booth 
spaces available for your 
project. Call the Village Fair 
Chairman, Jack Rowe, at 332· 
1571, or the Country Music Fes· 
tival Chairman, Jim Wray, Jr., 
781-8600 for informatio)l. 

It was once believed that serpents cured l)lindness with 
fennel roots. 

Defe~ive Driving 
Begins April 15 

A four-session Defensive 
Driving Course will be offered 
at College of the Mainland on 
Tuesday and Thursday, April 
15,17, 22 and 24, 7: 15 to 9: 15 p.m. 
In Room 126A of the Ad· 
ministration Building. 

Participants who complete 
the eight-hour course will be 
entitled to a 10 per cent reduct· 
ion on the auto insurance 
premiums for a period of three 
years. Tuition is $2.00, plus a 
materials fee of $1.40. 

Interested persons may 
register in the Records Office, 
Administration Building, on 
Monday through Thursday, 8: 00 
a.m. to 8: 00 p.m.. and on 
Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Since COM began offering 
DDC classes in October of 1972, 
more than 1000 persons have 
completed the course. A recent 
study has shown that among 
graduates of the course, acci· 
dents were reduced by one-third 
the following year, while 
moving violations were cut by 
one-fourth. 

For further information 
regarding the DDC program , 
please call 938-1211, Ext. 226. 

Sna·kes I I I 
In these days of war raging at 

one corner of the globe or 
another you will be surprised to 
know that even College of the 
Mainland in its seemingly 
peaceful academic solitude is 
waging one of its own. Yes, 
readers, our Maintenance 
Department is presently carry
ing out a psychological war 
against the pigeons that roost 
around the College Center. 

According to Joe Faulk, head 
of the Maintenance Depart• 
ment, defecation dePosited by 
the pigeons has become a real 
sanitation problem. Faul's 
strategy consists of placing life
like green rubber snakes on the 
outdoor lights and ledges 
around the Center. Faulk said 
that it "scares 'em to death". 
Don't fret all you animal lovers, 
the pigeons aren't literally 
killed, the fake snakes are just 
there to discourage them from 
roosting 

Faulk commented that the 
scheme seems to be working 
and it "really saves on 
cleanup." He would like to get 
some more of the rubber snakes 
to mak,e his battle plan more 
effective. · · · 

New 
{Continued from Pagt' I) 

materials, equipment, and 
facilities that can be made 
available to him. 

The student shall be granted 
the fullest appropriate meas
ures of resPonsibility for his 
own education within a frame
work of careful planning and 
evaluation of his work. 

The student will be given 
every reasonable OPPortunity to 
continue as a member of the 
College community until he bas 
achieved his purPose. 

The student shall have the 
perogative and obligation as a 
scholar to exercise in a 
resPonsible way the following 
rights: 

The right to study any contro
versial issue which has social 
{i.e., political, moral, 
economic, religio u s) 
significance in our civilization 
today and concerning which, at 
his level of scholarly maturity, 
be should begin to deliberately 
form his own views and draw 
his own conclusions. 

The right to have free access 
to all relevant information, 
including materials which cir
culate freely in the professions 
and institutions in the larger 
community. 

The right to study under 
competent leadership in an 
atmosphere free from in• 
doctrina tion. 

The right to form and express 
views on controversial issues in 
a civilized and scholarly 
manner with the full SUPPort of 
the College and of the Board of 
Trustees. 

ARTICLE VI. Procedures 
For Election and 

Removal From Office 
Section 1 

Any student shall be allowed 
to vote with a current College of 
the Mainland ID as credentials. 
Section 2 

All full time credit students 
with a 2.0 GPA or above, (GPA 
requirement will not apply to 
first semester freshmen) are 
eligible to run for Executive 
office. 
Section 3 

The president of the College of 
the Mainland Student Associat· 
ion shall be elected in May, 
preceding the year in which he
she serves. The term of office 
shall be one year. 
Section 4 

The other officers shall be 
elected in September of the year 
in which they are to serve. The 
term of office shall be one year. 
Section 5 

The election 
ficers shall be 
majority vote of 
Section 6 

of all of• 
decided by 

those voting. 

Candidates for Executive 
offices shall file by positions. 
Section 7 

The president shall have the 
Power to make interim apPoint
ments and call special elec• 
tions. The president shall set the 
time and place of the elections. 
In the event that the president is 
unable to perform these duties a 
majority of the Executive 
Council shall perform them. In 

the absence of the president and 
Executive Council the Dean of 
Student Personnel Services of 
the College shall perform these 
duties. 
Section 8 

Any member of the Executive 
Council can be removed from 
office for cause by four affir
mative votes of the Executive 
Council. 
Section 9 

CAMPAIGN RULES 
The following is a list of 

rules to govern election cam
paigns: 

a. Candidates for any Position 
are to observe all qualifications 
set down by the Constitution and 
By-laws of the Student 
Association. 

b. The Elections Commission, 
appointed by the president, 
shall hold a student body 
assembly before elections for 
the presention of candidates, 
with each having an equal, 
amount of time allotted for a 
campaign address. 

c. No candidate may begin bis 
campaign until after the time 
for declaring candidacy is over. 

d. No person shall campaign 
within twenty (20) feet of the 
polling areas. 

e. No poster of or advertising 
of any sort will be placed in such 
a way that it would endanger 
the occupants of a building, 
disrupt traffic or be of obscene 
nature. 

f. All posters or other ad
vertising must be removed 
forty-eight ( 48) hours after the 
election. 

g. All campaign literature is 
to be displayed on the campus of 
College of the Mainland only. 

h. Printed or reproduced 
literature put out by the can
didates in their campaign must 
comply with the election or; 
dinances set up by the Election 
Commission dealing with 
elections and membership. 

ARTICLE VII. Adoption 
aod Amendment Procedure 

section 1 
This constitution shall be 

presented for ratification UPon 
two thirds of the Senators 
present at a regular meeting. 
Section 2 

Amendments to this con
stitutions may be proposed by a 
vote or a petition of a majority 
of the student body or by a 
majority vote of the Executive 
Council and shall be valid as a 
part of this constitution when , 
ratified by a two thirds majority 
of the student electors voting in 
a special election called for thus 
purpose. The same procedure 
shall apply to the adoption of a 
new constitution. 
Section 3 

This constitution shall have 
been ratified when approved 
by a two thirds vote of the 
student electors voting in a 
a special election for this 
purpose. 

"Women are just like good 
horses. You bring them out of 
pasture when you need them 
and put them back when you ar~ 
through." 

John Owens, com student 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Bookstore Briefs 

Now until May 9, those of you who have high hopes 
of graduating should go by the Bookstore to be 
measured for your cap and gown. By the way 
graduation exercises will be May 20. 

Spring '75 "Book Buy-Backs" start May 12 and go 
to May 30. 

••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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TEXAS CITY-The camera catches Steve Forgus (left) and Paul Williamson in a hilarious 
moment in Neil Simon's comedy, STAR SPANGLED GIRL, to open at College of the 
Mainland on May 2 and continue May 3, 9, 10, 16 and 17. For reservations, please call 93&-
1211, Ext. 227. 

************************* 
Latino Fest Coming 

to attend the festival, which 
commemorates Mexico's 
struggle in the 1860's to gain its 
freedom from the French. 

·~•~ ... ._,LGI 

If a play is witty, urbane and 
an accurate, if biting, commen
tary on the human condition, 
the chances are heavily 
weighted it's been written by 
Neil Simon. 

STAR SPANGLED GIRL, 
College of the Mainland's new 
production, is a Simon view of 
love and politics in the turblent 
years of the late sixties. The 
play opens May 2 and continues 
on May 3, 9, 10, 16 and 17. 

The plot involves two men 
who attempt to publish an 
"underground" magazine in 
their apartment and the whole· 
some "girl next door" who 
attempts to undermine their 
publishing venture because she 
considers it "un-American." 

The two young men, Andy and 
Norman, are played by Steve 
Forgus and Paul Williamson; 
the role of Sophie, by Pepper 
Smith, with Sally Harrell as the 
understudy. 

Forgus, an employee of 
American National Insurance 
Co., has appeared in COM's 
TAMING OF THE SHREW, 
CHRISTMAS CAROL and A 
MAN FOR ALL SEASONS. 

Williamson, a biology teacher 
at La Marque High School, was 
recently selected as educator of 
the year. His threatre ex
perience • .ocludes roles in 
COM's FIDDLER ON THE 
ROOF and BUS STOP. 

April 28, 1975 

r: .. 1, 
UIII 

Mrs. Smith, wife of COM's 
Associate Director of Con
tinuing Education and Com
munity Services, studied drama 
at Sam Houston University. She 
appeared in "1776" and 
CHRISTMAS CAROL. 

Harry Booker, the play's 
director, is also an employee of 
ANICO. He has acted in and 
directed many area community 
theatre productions, including 
COM's AFTER THE RAIN, 
"1776" and FIDDLER 0111 THE 
ROOF. He recently appeared iJJ 
A MAN FOR ALL SEASONS. 

Jeanne Bolton, who recently 
portrayed Magaret More in A 
MAN FOR ALL SEASONS, ls 
handling her first assignment 
as producer. Her theatrical 
experience includes make-up in 
FIDDLER ON THE ROOF and 
make-up and props in A FUNN· 
Y THING HAPPENED ON 
THE WAY TO THE FORUM. 

Sally Harrell, the understudy 
for Sophie's role, recently 
appeared in FORUM. She is a 
graduate of La Marque High 
School, where she played the 
role of Daisy Mae in Lil' Abner. 

Admission for all per
formances is $2.00 for adults; 
$1.00 for students, senior 
citizens and all patrons of the 
College of the Mainland 
Foundation. . 

For reservations, pleaae call 
93&-1211, Ext. 227. 

A two-day program of fes
tivities to celebrate Cinco de 
Mayo is now beingplanned by 
College of the Mainland and 
four Mexican-American group~ 
in the Texas City-La Marque 
area (Club Latino, Familian 
Unidas, LULACS and the 
College of the Mainland 
Amigos). 

folkloric dancing and poetry 
readings. A museum of 
Mexican art and history will be 
held in the Learning Resources 
Center at 3: 00 to 4: 00 p.m., 
featuring rare coin collections, 
authentic Aztec artifacts, and 
original historical documents of 
the Mexican Revolution. 

Eckert Award To Be Given 
The opening event will be a 

dance on Saturday, May 3 in the 
Nessler Civic Center from 9: 00 
p.m. to 1:00 a.m. with proceeds 
to go to a special scholarship 
fund for Mexican-American 
students at COM. 

On Sunday, March 4, the 
celebration will be held on the 
COM campus, with the Learn
ing Resources Center serving as 
the focal point. Beginning at 
1: 00 p.m. and continuing 
through 6: 00 p.m. , the program 
will include mariachi music, a 
wide variety of Mexican food, 

A highlight of the celebration 
will be an exhibit of the work of 
11 Mexican-American artists to 
be held in the Gallery of the 
Fine Arts Building at 1: 00 to 
4: oo p.m. The artists, all 
members of the Con Safo, Pin· 
tores de Chicanos de San An· 
tonio, are established artists 
and art educators in the San 
Antonio area. 

The generalpublic iswelcome 

Sure-fire formula for Jiving to 
be 100: Keep breathing. 

College of the Mainland's 
annual H.K. "Griz" Eckert 
Award will be presented again 
this year to the student, faculty 
or staff member who best 
exemplifies the college's motto, 
"Humanhood through Brother
hood." 

Nominations are now being 
accepted by the COM's Citizens 
Advisory Council which estab
lished the annual award last 
year. Manuel Urbina, a history 
instructor, was the first recip
ient of the award. 

Students, faculty and staff 
may nominate their award 
choice in the form of an essay of 

100 words or less, outlining the 
reasons for the nomination. 
Deadlines for entries is Mon· 
day, April 28, with the award to 
be presented at graduation 
exercises on May 20. The recip
ient's name will be engraved on 
a bronze plaque which hangs in 
the Board Room. 

Some of the criteria to be used 
in determining the winner are: 
(1) Involvement in activities 
that promote "Humanhood 
through Brotherhood," (2) 
Active interest and activity in 
insuring that com adheres to its 
ideals, (3) Leadership in 
bringing varied groups together 

More Canoe Race Pictures On Page 5 

in mutual understanding, and 
(4) Attributes of humanisum, 
other -centeredness and open
mindedness. 

Entries are to be mailed to the 
Citizens' . Advisory Councl, 
College of the Mainland, Tex · 9 

City 77590 or brought to the Stu· 
dent Personnel Services Office. 
The final selection will be made 
by the Citizens Advisory Coucil. 

An old-timer is a fellow who 
still buys a family magazine in 
which to carry one of those no
no publications. 
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Opinion 
Third Party Slate 

By RAY DOBYNS 
Comet Staff 

President Ford has been In office since August. 
In less than a year he bas proved to be the most 

nothing President this country bas ever seen. Sure 
he likes bis job; what man would not like to spend 
his time at parties and never have to make a 
decision? 

Congress has never been worse. Why they even 
exist this year is hard to reason. Do nothings, also! 
They should just vote themselves a raise and go on 
home. 

Ford ask not for a honeymoon but rather a 
marriage with Congress. The perfect comparison 
with this is that of Jackie and the late Ari Onassis. 
Which of those two is Ford and which is Congress 

. would be hard to tell. They're all wet fish. This also 
bolds true for both the Democratic and the 
Republican qarties. 

I'm going to advocate a third party. This party 
is not going to be dominated by politicians, but by 
cartoonist. It is almost for certain that Al Capp and 
the late Walt Disney would have been completely In 
favor of the following for political office. 

The President, of course, would be Mickey 
Mouse who is everybody's favorite. Vice President 
would be Donald Duck. All he would have to do is 
preside over the Senate and no one can understand 
him anyway. 

There are several offices to be appointed and I 
believe this would be the following recom• 
mendations: 

Sec. of State: Charlie Brown. 
Sec. of Defense: Popeye 
Sec. of Transportation: Road Runner 
Sec. ol. Treasury: Daddy Warbucks 
Sec. of Agriculture: Bugs Bunny 
Press Secretary: Woody Woodkpecker (ha-Ha, 

Ha-Ha) 
C.I.A. Chief: Daffy Duck 

F.B.I. Chief: Snoopy 
H.E.W. Bead: Lil Abner 
Chief Justice: Beetle Bailey 
O.K., so now we have a third party ticket. This 

is Just as good as being a member of the Third 
World Pow~rs. We can tell the present Congress 
and the one term President what to do. 

Looking In the future, there is one thing that 
scares me. Sure as hell, the Gallup Poll will come 
out with their poll. Results: Democrats--33 per• 
cent, Republlcans--33 percent, Thirty Party 33 
percent, Undecided•l percent. Oh, well, In the long 
run does it really make any difference how that 1 
percent vote? 

I'm proud to be an American 
I'm proud as I can be, 

But I wish I was a "doggle" 
And Ford he was a tree. 

Con trary lo popular belief, 
Colo ne l J a mes Bowie d id 110/ 

invent the bowie knife. His 
b rother Rezin Pleasant Bowie 
Jid. 

Comet Gets Results 

Chicano Art Exhibited 
Vibrant, powerful, com

pelling are some of the adj• 
ectives that can be applied to 
the paintings of 11 talented 
Chicano artists on exhibit at 
College of the Mainland, April 
28 through May 17, as part of the 
Cinco de Mayo Festival, co
sponsored by the college and 
Club Latino, Familias Unidas, 
LULACS and COM Amigos. 

The exhibiting artists, all of 
whom are members of Con Safo 
of San Antonio, are: Rudy R. 
Trevino, Mel Casas, Emilio 
Aguirre, Romero Ureste, Mary 
Lou Barrera Ureste, Joe Frank 
Acosta, Roberto Jose Gonzalez, 
Richard Rocha, Henry Mar
tinez, Kathy Vargas, Lucas 
Hinojosa. 

RUDY TREVINO, an art 
educator, received his Bachelor 
of Fine Arts in Education 
degree from the University of 
Texas, Austin. His work has 
been exhibited at the Witte 
Museum, McNay Art Institute, 
UT (Austin) and University of 
Oklahoma (Museum of ·Fine 
arts). In 1969, he received the 
"outstanding Teacher Award" 
(involving 32 counties i1t Dis
trict 5) and he has participated 
in several national symposiums 
on Mexican-American art, as 
well as a television documen
tary and panel discussion. 

MELESIO CASAS, an Assoc• 
iate Professor of Art at San 
Antonio College, received a 
Masters of Fine Arts degree 

from the University of the 
Americas, Mexico City and a 
B.A. from Texas Western Coll
ege. He is book reviewer for 
CHOICE MAGAZl:IIIE, a 
publication of the Associationof 
College and Research Libraries 
and exhibited internationally. 
Cosas will be teaching at Casa 
Mexicana in Oaxaco, Mexico 
this summer. 

LUCAS HINOJOSA grad
uated Cum Laude from Texas 
A&I as a Distinguished Art 
Student, receiving both his B.S. 
and M.S. degrees from that 
institution. He has won a second 
place prize from the Texas A&I 
University Art Association and 
has exhibited at Dos Caminos 
Art Gallery in Kingsville, Dos 
Patos Gallery in Corpus Christi, 
and Estudios Rio in Mission. 

JOE FRANK ACOSTA was 
born in McAllen and attended 
San Antonio Junior College. His 
paintings have been exhibited 
at the Mexican-American Cul
ture Center and St. Mary's 
University . .. 

HENRY A. MARTINEZ 
attended San Antonio College on 
a two-year academic 
scholarship. He haf" worked as 
an art director and instructor 
for a San Antonio community 
center. His paintings have been 
exhibited at the Art Students 
Guild Art Show in 1972 and 1973. 

KATHRYN SUE VARGAS 
attended San Antonio Junior 
College and St. Phillips Junior 

College, the San Antonio Art 
Institute and the Mexican
American Cultural Instituhe, as 
well as studied privately with 
Judson R. Briggs, and 
Salvadore Valdes Galindo. Her 
work has been exhibited at La 
Galeria, Monay Student Shows, 
Starving Artist Show, The River 
Photo Show and the Con Safo 
Art Show at the Mexican Amer
ican Cultural Center and St. 
Mary 's University. 

RICHARD ROCHA, now 
attending St. Phillips College, 
has exhibited at the Mexican
American Culture Center, St. 
Mary's University and Sol Del 
Rio Gallery. 

"This exhibit is one of the 
most exciting and visually 
profound shows I have been 
privileged to arrange at College 
of the Mainland," commented 
Mrs.Carol Veth, Coordinatorof 
Exhibits. " The Con Safo ar
tists use their art to express 
their identity as members of the 
Chicano culture and the result is 
indeed dram a tic." 

The paintings will be on 
exhibit in the Fine Arts Gallery 
and Student Center through 
May 17. On Sunday, May 4, the 
Student Center portion of the 
exhibit will be moved to the 
Learning Resources Center for 
the Cinco de Mayo Festival. The 
Gallery will be open from 1: 00-
4: 00 p.m. The exhibit and the 
Festival are free and open to the 
general public. 

Summer Honors Program Offered 
A unique Summer Honors 

Program for high school juniors 
of superior academic ability 
and achievement will be offered 
at College of the Mainland June 
2 through July 9. 

The enrichment program will 
feature humanities offerings, 
group encounters, speed 
reading, library skills, field 
trips, recreation and 
stimulating informal con
,ersation. Six hours of college 
credit will be awarded upon 
high school graduation and 
admission to any accredited 
college or university. Tuition 
and fees are $28.00. 

Participants will be limited to 
26, all of whom must have junior 
standings at Dickinson, Hit
chcock, La Marque, Santa Fe or 
Texas City High School, an aca
demic average of at least 88 and 
the recommendation of the high 
school principal as well as 
parent or guardian. 

The program will include the 
following two courses: Human 
Development 132, a seminar 
course which will focus on 
personal growth objectives, 

reading improvement and 
library skills; and Humanities 
231, which will profile three 
civilizations as viewed through 
their art, music, customs, 
religion and literature. The 
countries will be China, Greece 
and Japan. 

ln addition to the two classes, 
the group will meet daily for an 
informal lunch and conversat
ion with a new personality each 
day. Topics of discussion will 
include science, politics, curr
ent affairs and other subjects 
selected by the students. Every 
Friday, the group will take a 
field trip to places of pertinent 
interest. 

Interested persons must 
apply before May 1st to: George 
E . Thomas, Associate Dean for 
Academic Programs, College of 
the Mainland, Texas City 77590. 
All candidates will be notified 
of acceptance or non-accep
tance by May 15 and par
ticipants will register under the 
college Concurrent Enrollment 
policy on June 2 for two credit 
courses. 

For further information about 
the program, please call 938-
1211, Ext. 222. 

Linseed oil is used in the 
manufacture of putty. 

GRAPHIC PRINTS SET THIS SUMMER'S STYLE 

Tropic-color stripes and bullseye circles make up Robby 
Len's bikini and two-piece with cover-up, shown in the 
Dutch Caribbean isle of Bonaire. 



It's happened before. 
June high school graduates enroll 

for a few summer courses before go
ing to the college of their choice in 
the fall. By the time fall rolls around, 
they decide to stay. 

Why? It has something to do with 
the friendly, accepting atmosphere 
on campus. Or the genuine "I care" 
attitude on the part of instructors 
and staff, the small classes, the inno
vative approach to learning. 

The same sudden change in plans 
sometimes happens to college stu
dents who come home for the sum
mer, enroll for a course or two and 
stay on into fall; opting for a small
er, more personalized environment. 

Whether YOU come for a summer 
or stay for a degree, College of the 
Mainland can offer you an academic 
interlude you'll long remember. Call 
the Admissions Office today for an 
application, or drop by for a person
al visit. All courses in the Academic 
Program are transferable for credit 
and the tuition is the lowest allow
able by law ($4.00 per credit hour). 

This summer, discover College 
of the Mainland. 

For more 
information, 

call 938-121 I , 
Ext. 264. 

In Dickinson and 
the Clear Lake 

Area, the toll-free 
number is 
337-1631. 

The Admissions 
Office is open 
8 am-8 pm 

Monday-Thursday, 
8 am-5 pm 
on Friday. 

8001 Palmer Hi1hway 
(FM 1764) 

Texas City, Texas 

a Summer at College of the Mainland 
(you may never want to leave) 
SUMMER I SCHEDULE OF CLASSES 
Acct 131.01 11:00-12:20pm MTWThF Office Accounting 
Acct 241.01 5:15- 7:35 pm MTWTh Prin of Accounting 
Air 131.01 8:00-10:50 am MTWThF Air Cond Fund 
Air 231.21 5:45- 9:35 pm MTWTh Dynamics of Air Cond 
Art 131.01 3: 30- 5: 1 5 pm MTWTh Basic Design I 
Art 132.01 3:30- 5:15 pm MTWTh Basic Design II 
Art 232.01 7:45- 9:30 pm MTWTh Sculpture 
Auto 165.21 5:45-10:35 pm MTWThF Auto Air Cond 
BM a th 131.01 12: 30- 1: 50 pm MTWTh F Business Math 
BMath 131.02 7:45- 9:30 pm MTWTh Business Math 
Bio 141 .01 9: 30-12: 20 pm MTWTh F General Biology 
Bio 141.02 12:30- 3:20pm MTWThF General Biology 
Chem 142.01 8:00-10:50 am MTWThF Gen lnorg Chemistry 
Co-op 241.01 8:00- 9:20 am W Seminar & Wk Experience 
Co-op 241.02 8:00- 9:20 am W Seminar & Wk Experience 
Co-op 241.03 2:00- 3:30 pm W Seminar & Wk Experience 
Co-op 241.04 2:00- 3:30 pm W Seminar & Wk Experience 
Co-op 241.05 5:45- 7:05 pm W Seminar & Wk Experience 
Co-•::-p 241.06 5:45- 7:05 pm W Seminar & Wk Experience 
Co-op 242.01 8:00· 9:20 pm W Seminar & Wk Experience 
Co-op 242.02 8:00- 9:20 am W Seminar & Wk Experience 
Co-op 242.03 2:00- 3:30 pm W Seminar & Wk Experience 
Co-op 242.04 2:00- 3:30 pm W Seminar & Wk Experience 
Co-op 242.05 5:45- 7:05 pm W Seminar & Wk Experience 
Co-op 242 06 5:45· 7:05 pm W Seminar & Wk Experience 
Co-op 243:01 8:00- 9:20 am W Seminar & Wk Experience 
Co-op 243 02 8:00- 9:20 am W Seminar & Wk Experience 
Co-op 243:03 2:00- 3:30 pm W Sem~nar & Wk Exper~ence 
Co-op 243.04 2:00- 3:30 pm W Seminar & Wk Experience 
Co-op 243.05 5:45- 7:05 pm W Seminar & Wk Experience 
Co-op 243.06 5:45- 7:05 pm W Seminar & Wk Experience 
Co-op 244.01 8:00- 9:20 am W Seminar & Fld Experience 
Co-op 244.02 2:00- 3:30 pm W Seminar & Fld Experience 
Co-op 244.03 5:45- 7:05 pm W Seminar & Fld Experience 
Co-op 245.01 8:00- 9:20 am W Seminar & Fld Experience 
Co-op 245.02 2:00· 3:30 pm W Seminar & Fld Experience 
Co-op 245.03 5:45- 7:05 pm W Seminar & Fld Experience 
Co-op 246.01 8:00- 9:20 am W Seminar & Fld Experience 
Co-op 246.02 2:00- 3:30 pm W Seminar & Fld Experience 
Co-op 246.03 5:45- 7:05 pm W Seminar & Fld Experience 
Co-op 247.01 8:00· 9:20 am W Seminar & Fld Experience 
Co-op 247.02 2:00- 3:30 pm W Seminar & Fld Experience 
Co-op 247.03 5:45- 7:05 pm W Seminar & Fld Experience 
Com 133.01 7:45- 9:30 pm MTWTh Writing Improvement 
Com 136.01 7:45- 9:50 pm MTWTh Writing Improvement 
Com 134.02 8:00- 9:20 am MTWThF Reading Improvement 
Com 134.03 11 :00-12:20 pm MTWThF Reading Improvement 
Com 137.02 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh Reading Improvement 
DaPro 131.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF Intro Data Proc 
DaPro 132.01 8:00- 9:20 am MTWThF Unit Record Acct 
Draft 131.01 8:00-10:50 am MTWThF Engineering Dr.~fting 
Draft 233.21 5:45- 9:35 pm MTWTh Arch Draw II 
Eco 231.01 12:30- 1 :50 pm MTWThF Prin of Economics 
Eco 232.01 7:45- 9:30 pm MTWTh Prin of Economics 
Eng 131.01 8:00- 9:20 am MTWThF Comp Rhet in Commun 
Eng 131.02 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF Comp Rhet in Commun 
Eng 131.03 11:00-12:20pm MTWThF CompRhetinCommun 
Eng 131.04 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh Comp Rhet in Commun 
Eng 131.05 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh Comp Rhet in Commun 
Eng 131.06 7:45- 9:30 pm MTWTh Comp Rhet in Commun 
Eng 231.01 1l:00-12:20pmMTWThF litEngSpeakPeople 
Eng 231.02 2:00• 3:20 pm MTWTh F Lit Eng Speak People 
Eng 231.03 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh lit Eng Speak People 
Eng 231.04 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh Lit Eng Speak People 
Eng 232.01 2:00- 3:20 pm MTWThF Lit Eng Speak People 
Hist 135.01 3:30- 5: 15 pm MTWTh US History 
Hist 135.02 5:45· 7:30 pm MTWTh U S History 
Hist 135.03 7:45- 9:30 pm MTWTh U S History 
Hist 136.01 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh US History 
Hist 136.02 7:45- 9:30 pm MTWTh US History 
Hist 136.03 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh US History 
Hum 231.01 12:30- 1 :50 pm MTWThF Man in a Dynam World 
LE 233.01 9:30-10:50 pm MTWThF Patrol Administration 
Math 131.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF Fund of Mathematics 
Math 131.02 12:30- 1:50pm MTWThF Fund of Mathematics 
Math 132.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF Contemporary Math 
Math 132.02 12:30- 1:50 pm MTWThF Contemporary Math 
Math 133.01 2:00- 3:20 pm MTWThF College Algebra 
Math 134.0l 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh Trigonometry 
Math 231.01 7:45- 9:30 pm MTWTh Calculus I 
Nu 231.01 7:05-10:05 am TTh Mgt of Nursing Care 
Nu 261.01 8:00-12:20 pm TTh Phys & Ment Health 2 
Nu 262.01 1 :00- 3:50 pm MWF Phys & Ment Health 3 
OMach131.01 9:30-12:20 pm MTWThF Office Machines 
OMachl41.01 9:30-12:20 pm MTWThF Of Mach-Mach Posting 
PE 111.01 2:00• 3:20 pm MTWThF Fnd Fitness & Health 

PE 215.01 11:00-12:20pm MTWThF Inter Swimming 
PE 216.01 11 :00-12:20 pm MTWThF Adv Swimming 
PE 219.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF Racquetball 
Phys 141.01 9:30-10:50am MTWThF General Physics 
Phys 142.01 TBA TBA General Physics 
Phys 143.01 12:30- 1 :50 pm MTWThF College Physics 
Phys 144.01 TBA TBA College Physics 
Phys 241.01 TBA TBA Mechanics & Heat 
Phys 242.01 TBA TBA Elec and Magnetism 
Polsci 235.01 7:45- 9:30 pm MTWTh Amer Natl and St. Gov 
Pol sci 236.01 3: 30- 5: 15 pm MTWTh Amer Natl and St. Gov 
Psy 231.01 3:30- 5:15 pm MTWTh Psychology 
Psy 231.02 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh Psychology 
Soc 131.01 3:30- 5:15 pm MTWTh Intro Sociology 
Soc 131.02 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh Intro Sociology 
Soc 131.03 7:45- 9:30 pm MTWTh Intro Sociology 
Speechl 31.01 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh Fund of Speech 
TMath 131.01 9:30-10:50am MTWThF Technical Math 
Typ 131.01 9:30-12:20 pm MTWThF Begin Typewriting 
Typ 132.01 9:30-12:20 pm MTWThF lntermed Typewriting 
Weld 141.21 5:45-10:15 pm MTWTh Plate Welding I 
LABORATORIES 
Art 101.01 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh Art Studio 
BusLb 101.01 2:00- 3:20 pm T Laboratory 
CS Lb 101 .01 TBA TBA Unit Record Lab 
MthLb 101.01 11 :00-12:20 pm MTh Mathematics Lab 
MthLb 101.02 11 :00-12:20 pm TF Mathematics Lab 
Phy Lb 101.01 11 :00-12:20 pm MTWThF Lab 
PhyLb 101.01 2:00- 3:20 pm MTWThF Lab 
TypLb 101.01 8:00- 9:20 am MTWThF Typewriting Lab 

SUMMER II SCHEDULE OF CLASSES 
Air 132.21 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh Fundamentals 
Air 232.01 12:30- 3:20 pm MTWThF Advanced Air Cond 
Auto 164.21 5:45-10:35 pm MTWThF Auto Fuel System 
B Law 231.01 7:45- 9:30 pm MTWTh Business Law 
Bio 142.01 9:30-12:20 pm MTWThF General Biology 
Bio 142.02 12:30- 3:20pm MTWThF General Biology 
Chern 145.01 9:30-12:20 pm MThF Introductory Chem 
Chem 145.02 9:30-12:20 pm MThF Introductory Chem 
Com 136.01 9:30-10:50am MTWThF Writing Improvement 
Com 137.01 8:00- 9:20am MTWThF Reading Improvement 
Com 137 .02 11 :00- 2:00 pm MTWThF Reading Improvement 
Eng 132.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF Comp and Reading 
Eng 132.02 2:00- 3:20 pm MTWThF Comp and Reading 
Eng 132.03 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh Comp and Reading 
Eng 132.04 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh Comp and Reading 
Eng 231.01 2:00- 3:20 pm MTWThF Lit Eng Speak People 
Eng 232.01 11 :00-12:20 pm MTWThF Lit Eng Speak People 
Eng 232.02 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh Lit Eng Speak People 
Eng 232.03 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh Lit Eng Speak People 
Ga 145.01 8:00-12:30 pm MTWThF Fund Layout and Des 
Hist 135.01 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh US History 
Hist 135.02 7:45- 9:30 pm MTWTh US History 
Hist 136.01 3:30- 5:15 pm MTWTh US History 
Hist 136.02 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh US History 
Hist 136.03 7:45- 9:30 pm MTWTh US History 
I B 131.01 11 :00-12:20 pm MTWThF Intro to Business 
18 131.02 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh Intro to Business 
LE 232.01 11 :00-12:20 pm MTWThF Pol Role Crime Delriq 
LE 232.21 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh Pol Role Crime Delnq 
Math 130.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF Fund of Mathematics 
Math 131.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF Fund of Mathematics 
Math 132.01 9: 30-10: 50 am MTWThF Contemporary Math 
Math 133.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF College Algebra 
Math 134.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF Trigonometry 
Math 135.01 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh Analytic Geometry 
Mgt 131 .01 11 :00-12: 20 pm MTWThF Intro to Management 
Mgt 131.02 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh Intro to Management 
Music 133.01 11 :00-12:20 pm MTWThF Music Appreciation 
Music 133.02 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh Music Appredation 
OMach 112.01 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh Machine Posting 
OMach 131.01 5:45- 8:35 pm MTWTh Office Machines 
PE 111.01 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh Fnd Fitness & Health 
PE 117 .01 3:30- 5: 15 pm MTWTh Beginning Tennis 
Polsci 235.01 3:30- 5: 15 pm MTWTh Amer Natl and St Gov 
Polsci 235.02 3:30- 5:15 pm MTWTh Amer Natl and St Gov 
Polsci 236.01 7:45- 9:30 pm MTWTh Amer Natl and St Gov 
Psy 233.01 5:45- 7:30 pm MTWTh Child Growth and De, 
TMath 132.21 7:45- 9:30 pm MTWTh Technical Math 
Typ 131.01 12:30- 3:20 pm MTWThF Begin Typewriting 
Typ 132.01 5:45- 8:35 pm MTWTh lntermed Typewriting 
Weld 131.21 5:45- 9:35 pm MTWTh Oxy-Acet Weld 

LABORATORIES 

MthLb 101.01 11 :00-12:20 pm MTh Mathematics Lab 

Apply now. Register June 2. Start classes June 3. 
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Fifteen Thousand Use 
COM 

Recreation Facilities 
Approximate Iy 15,000 would involve a limited number 

residents, ranging in age from of participants. 
eight to 80, use the recreational "Another factor to consider le 
facilities of College of the that in the coming year, 
Mainland during the year, it women's athletic programs and 
was pointed out by Dr. Fred A. expenditures will be set up on 
Taylor, President of College of an equal basis with men, which 
the Mainland in a recent report is now not only right and proper 
to the Bord of Trustees. but is a legal requirementfor all 

The use-analysis of the Phy- educational institutions." 
sical Education complex was As a result of the above data, 
the basis for a recommendation Dr. Taylor recommended that 
by Dr. Taylor to reorganize the b8$ketball be discontinued on 
college's physical educatioD an intercollegiate basis, but 
program to keep abreast witll retained as• an extramural 
the needs of the TOTAL com· sport. 
munity in an era of changin@ At the same time, he 
demands. recommended that the Division 

"We have an obligation tc of Health, Physical Education, 
spend the taxpayers money in Recreation and Athletics be 
the most effective and cost- reorganized for a more stream
conscious manner possible," lined operation, placing it under 
Dr. Taylor commented. "When the supervision of the Division 
we looked at the statistics, it of Continuing Education and 
was obvious that it was time to Community Services, with 
re-evaluate our physical credit courses in P .E. 
education program and ac• remaining intact with the same 
tivities." qualified instructors. 

"in contrast to the small "There's no one who feels 
number of participants in more strongly than I that Phy
basketball and the declining sical Education activities are 
enrollment in credit classes, we an integral part of education," 
are finding that the demand for declared Dr. Taylor. "My 
non-credit courses and recreat- recommendations would bring 
ional activities is rising," Dr. about greater usage of our 
Taylor commented, pointing out facilities by the taxpaying 
that when the Physical public, rather than concen
Education complex was built, it trating our attention and 
wks clearly publicizes as a resources on any program that 
resource to be used by the involves only a fraction of the 
TOTAL community rather than community our institution 
for an athletic 1>ro1tram which serves." 

Cagers 
Club 
The Cager's Club, a ne.v 

organization formed recently at 
COM is dedicated to promote 
and support spirit, unity and 
participation among the student 
body. Al!IO, it seek• to "promote 
and enhi.nce" the varsity 
basketball team, according 
Barbara Bridges, 1pokes
woman of the club. 

At the first meeting April 16, 
Donnie Splrggins was elected 
preaident, Leroy August vice
preaiden t, and Sue Ferrlno 
secretary. 

Several programa have been 
formed to raise money• Up
coming at 7: 30 p.m. Wednesday 
April 30 is a basketball game 
between the COM faculty und 
the Texas City Independent 
School District faculty. Playing 
for "our side" will be such 
basketball greats as Blll 
Montage, Bob Smith, Uoyd 
Longnion, Bob Shin and u:,nny 
Letsinger. Tickets will be SO 
cents pre sale and 7S cents at the 
door. All proceeds will go 
toward a COM baseetball 
scholarship fund. 

A carwash was held Saturday 
and plans for a bake sale, a 
white elephant sale are un
derway. 

The only place in the world 
where Beardslee trout can be 
found is Lake Crescent in 
Olympic National Park in 
Washington state. 

A TEXAS MERRIWELL 
DALLAS l AP) - Texas jun

ior Dan Krueger set some sort 
of a record recently when his 
foul shooting won three straight 
games within eight days. 

In the last 10 seconds against 
Baylor, Krueger s3?k two foul 
shots for a 6~2 wm. He sa!lk 
another pair with 35 seco~ds 
left in a 60-59 victory over Rice. 
Then, again against Bayl?r, he 
made six fouls in a row m the 
final two minutes in the 7~9 
triumph. 

In Southwest Conference 
play, Krueger sank _51 of his 
first 55 foul shots this season. 
The answer seems to be -
don't foul Krueger late in a 
close game. 

EIGHT SHARE RECORD 
AUGUSTA, Ga. ( AP) -

Eight gollers share th~ r~rd 
for 31 strokes for the f1rst nme 
holes in the Masters goll tour
nament. 

They are Craig Wood, Carr 
Middle co ff, Ken Venturi, 
George Bayer, Jack Nicklaus, 
Roberto de Vicenzo, Mason 
Rudolph and Tommy Aaron. 

SETS CROWD RECORD 
DENVER (AP) - A new at

tendance record was estab
lished among Western Athletic 
Conference schools during the 
1974-75 basketball season. 

For the first time, more than 
one million persons viewed 119 
home games involving the eight 
league schools in New Mexi~, 
Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, Ari
zona and Texas. 

University of New Mexico 
topped the mark with 210,381 
fans for 15 home dates. 

Nine Ball Corner Pocket 
Looks at Horseshoes 

America's first fog-warning 
device was included in the con
struction of West Quoddy Light, 
the most northern lighthouse 
along the rockbound coast of 
Maine. About $60 were added to 
the lighthouse keeper's $300 
yearly pay for beating a 500-
pound bell with a hammer on 
foggy days, The World Almanac 
reports. 

First you find some grounc
dirt terra firma, the brown 
stuff that makes mud pies when 
you get it wet. (Do you fellows 
still eat those mud pies?) 

Really the stakes are placed 
40 ft. apart. The pitchers box 
will be a 6 fl. square. Your stake 
should be in 1 ln. in diameter 
and-must extend 12 ln. above the 
ground. Tilt the stake so it leans 
1 in. toward the other stake. 
College of the Mainland wU: 
help you if you have engineering 
problems. 

As you know, four horseshoes 
are used. It makes no difference 
if you are playing doubles or 
singles. Each man throws 
always from the same place and 
at the same stake. These two 
throw the shoes to the other 
stake and the other two throw 
them back. 

The pitcher must stand inside 
the pitcher box-or the throw ls a 
no-no·. 

Nine Ball and the Comet Staff 
are going to let you Sun people 
get a little practice before we 
take you on in a real game. You 
should know how to score ln an 
informal game, however, so you 
can get "sun" practice. 

Let your ringer colDlt five 
points. ColDll a leaner as three 
points. If no ringers or leaners 
occur, then the close1t "shoe" 
takes one point. Remember, 
only the top leaner counts and 
two leaners from opposing sides 
tie. 

The goal to shoot for would be 
to break the world record of 86.1 
ringers for every 100 throws, if 
you throw 1,000 times. This 
would break the record set in 
1940, and put you in contention 
to play the Comet. 

It would also give Nine Ball 
something to write about. 

Splash 
By MATTHEW COOPER 

Comet Staff Writer 
Splash! 
That was a familiar soWld 

heard by many at the Canoe 
Races held last week in Eckhert 
Lake. 

Over -to students and faculty 
participated, and untotaled • 
multitudes watched as one of 
the finest intramural events of 
this semester unfolded before 
them. 

The Gunwhale race started 
things off, a race in which 
contestants stand on the sides of 
the canoe and paddle around a 
marker floating aimlessly in the 
middle of the lake. After much 
difficulty-and many dunked 
racers-it was finally decided 
that David Cox and Ernest Cash 
were first, Ricky Reagan and 
Carl Burkhalter were second, 
and Carol Boyd and Karen 
Driver were third. 

The Kangaroo Race, where 
the contestant stands on the 
back end of the canoe and 
bounces up and down to propel 
it forward, was the next. Don 
"Jackrabbit" Shepherd was the 
only contestant to finish the 
race and grabbed the first place 
ribbon. Randall Driver came in 
second and Jerry Anderson 
came in third. 

The highlight of the races was 
the Sink-The-Canoe Race. 
Several teams competed in this 
fascinating contest. 

The race consists of a team of 
three, two in one canoe and the 
third in their opponents' with 
the object of sinking that boat 
with a plastic bucket. With that 
old John Paul Jones try, the 
contestants paddled a race that 
resembled the Battle of Jutland. 
Loretta Davis, Mike Barker and 
Jerry Anderson came in first; 
Patricia Haire, Don Shepherd, 
and Mike Foxworth were 
second; David Cox, Ernest 
cash, and Randy King were 
third; and Chester Stout, Beau 
Bobbit, and Frank Condgen 
came in fourth. 

Four 
Selected 

All 
Conference 

Four COM Comet basketball 
team members have been 
selected to the G.C.J.C.I.C. All-
Conference team. . 

Arthur Jackson, Larry 
Turner, and Randolph Lynch 
made the first team; and Byron 
Thompson made the second 
team. All of these fine players 
gave an outstanding effort to 
the Comets this year. 

Jackson has signed a full 
basketball scholarship with 
Wayland Baptist in Plainview, 
Texas. Averaging 30 points per 
game, Jackson has racked up 
quite a record here at COM. 
Along with two all toumament 
titles, he has school records for 
the most points in one game 
(4-l), most field goals in one 
season (292), most freetbrows 
In one season (1973) and the 
most p-,ints in one season (757). 



Smart Ducks Get Out Of Water 

I'm Sure Burt Reynolds Started lh1s way 

Canoe Race 
Photos By 

Dwayne 
and 
Joe 

db -

Pull, Don't Push 
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Gunlock Gives 
One-Man Exhibit 

When Walter B. Gunlock 
became involved with College of 
the Mainland's Senior Citizens' 
Program approximately a year 
ago, he never dreamed it would 
lead to a one-man exhibition of 
his drawings. 

Even more surprising than 
the exhibit, which will be held 
April 25 through May 18 in 
CO M' s Administration 
Building, is the fact that 
Gunlock has had no previous art 
instruction. He merely picked 
up a felt-tip pen one day and 
applied it to an art pad. 

Since then, his work has at• 
tracted the attention of faculty 
and students at COM, as well as 
a loyal following of physic ans at 
John Sealy Hospital in 
Galveston where he has been 
hoapitallsed several times. 

Gunlock's style of expression 
falls within the Folk Art tradit• 
ion. As an untrained artist, his 
work is fiat in perspective, with 
no horizon line or two point 
perspective. ms drawings are 
usually martne or mountain 
scenes, ornamental in detail. In 
commenting on his work, Don 
Thornton, COM's art instructor 
and artist-in-residence noted: 
"Overall, Mr. Gunlock'• work 
expresses a personal obse• 
rvation of life, a vigor of 
response and a charm that is 
our 'Paradise Lost'." 

He added that the exhibition 
was arranged by Lillie Durham 
and Rosemary Brown two COM 
art students, as a special prject 
in an Art Appreciation class. 

"The students did a great deal 
of research on Folk Art before 
they even attempted the 
exhibit," he explained. They 
found that in folk art, there is no 
essential and realistic failth· 
funess to nature, but rather an 
interpretation of the subject, an 
element of free, creative 
representation. After their 
research, they concluded Mr. 
Gunlock's work 1(88 well within 
the Folk Art category." 

The students made all the 
arrangements for the exhibit, 
matted the dr11wings, hung 
them and prepared the promot• 
ional printed material. 

"The students did a great job 
and were delighted with the 
project," Thornton commented. 
"Also, we would like to offer 
special thanks to members of 
the Senior Citizens' Program 
and Mrs. Sadie Poole, the 
Program's Coordinator, for 
their support. 

The general public is cor• 
di11lly invited to the uhibit 
which is open 8:00 a .m. to t:00 
p.m., Monday through Thurs· 
day and 8: 00 to S: 00 p.m. on 
Friday. 

'In This Corner, 
Ivan Bright I' 

By DWAYNE COLVIN 
Come\Staff 

How many time• have you 
heard, "He's all muscles but no 
brains?" Ivan Bright, COM 
court-jester in residence, says 
that phrases is his only real pet 
peeve. He participates in 
weight-lifting and I has been 
invited to an AAU state meet in 
the near future. 

The law enforcement major 
got bis.start in the Army, where 
he was an M.P . Though he was 
in the Army for twoyears, Ivan 
never liked it. Mainly because 
he felt he was being treated like 
a child. He also didn't like the 

the guy who has been in the 
longest gets promoted first, 
regardless of intelligence. Due 
to this treatment, Ivan came out 
of the Army with a chip on his 
shoulder because he felt inferior 
to everyone else. 

Ivan, as though who know him 
will attest, does not have a 
reputation for being the most 
serious guy around. Bright 
claims that being serious is no 
fun. You should only be serious 
when you have to. 

Bright has but one suggestion 
for the improvement of COM, 
replace the ducks in Eckert 
Lake with pengulns because 
they are better dressed than 
ducks. 

Watter 8. Gunlock 

Three Win In Skill Contest 
TEXAS CITY-Three ,tu• 

dent'• in College of the Main
land's Division of Business won 
second place in office skill 
competition• at the State 
Leadership Conference of the 
Office EducaUon A1110ClaUon 
held recenUy al Baytown. 

The winning studenta are: 
Nancy Ricicar, Clerk Typist n 
contest; Toni Hobbs, Data Pro
cesaing-Progr ammer I and 
Wynetta Fosler, Data Pro
cessing-Keypunch. Cerilllate 
winners were: Diane Palermo, 
Shorthand I and Denise Un
com b, Clerk-Typist L 

The three students will go on 
to compete with the winners 
from 50 states at the NaUonal 
Leadership Conference to be 
held in Chicago, May 10 through 
May 14. More than 3,000 are 
expected to at~end. 

Through a process of 
elimination al the regional and 
state levels, the top office oc
cupations students in the 
country are declared national 
winner, to climax the year's 
activities. OEA provides stu• 
dent1the opportunity to develop 
office occupations competen• 
cies through twenty-fou1 
competitie events ranging from 
individual contests in the 
stenographic, typing, office 
duplicating, job application and 
human relations areas to group 
contests in parliamentary 
procedures and chapter ac• 
Uvities. 

The COM group, under the 
direction of instructors, Ms. 
Carolyn Wiley and Ms. Cheryl 
Willis, are now making plans to 
raise funds to finance their trip 
to Chicago. 

United Nations At COM 
More than a dozen foreign 

accents blend with friendly ease 
in College of the Mainland's 
English As a Second Language 
class, as students learn to 
improve their ability to com
mwlcate in English. 

The course is taught on an 
individual basis, using language 
tapes and other instructional 
tools, but the major emphasis 
on on group interactions. 

"The group is remarkably 
compatible, considering its 
members have come here from 
all over the world," commented 
Bill Spillar, Director of Adult 
Basic Education. "Many have 
become friends outside the 
classroom and have helped and 
encouraged each other in im
proving their conversational 
ability in English." 

Spillar added that the class 
produced a cookbook as a class 
project, with everyone con· 
tributing a favorite recipe of 

their respective country. some 
of the countries represented in 
the class include Belgium, 
France, Germany, Peru, 
Mexic9, Italy, Spain, Columbia, 
Korea and China. 

Skills in speaking and listen• 
ing are emphasized together 
with reading such essential 
items as labels, directions and 
highway signs. In addition, 
language used in vocational 
situations ls stressed. 

"Both the daytime and 
evening class is open to new 
students on a continuing basis," 
Spillar explained. "anyone 
interested in joining the classes 
should either call me or come 
directly to the class and register 
at that time." 

Classes are held on the second 
floor of the Learning Resources 
Center on Monday and Wednes• 
day, 9:00 to 11:00 a .m. and 7:00 
to 9:00 p.m. Interested persons 
may obtain additional in
formation by calling 938-1211, 
Ext. 293. 

She 
Loves 
Her Job 

By DWAYNE COLVIN 
Comet Staff 

How many people have 
noticed that when a person 
really enjoys bis job, he seems 
to emit a certain glow that 
radiates throughout the entire 
class? If you should ever 
happen to be in one of Jenny 
Steib's classes, you too would 
experience this feeling. Jenny 
seems to be the perfect example 
of a sociologist, mainly because 
she happens to enjoy her job, 
and it seems just plain living. 

Ms. Steib was n<t always in· 
terested in sociology, as nursing 
was her major to start with. She 
attended several colleges for 
short periods of time each, 
dropping out after awhile, 
mainly because, "it was the 
thing to do." Jenny went to 
Mexico City to attend college. 
She also attended three other 
colleges before she got married. 

As was stated earlier, she was 
a nursing major, and she met 
her husband at a hospital. Her 
husband's father was a patient 
ln the hospital where she 
worked. By the way, Ms. Steib 
will become a mother on or 
around September 27. 

On the subject of social 
stratification, Jenny practices 
and teachers the conflict 
theory, which makes her 
believe that, (according to the 
confiict theory) social 
stratification has no positive 
functions. 

Jenny, herself, happens to be 
completely in the middle class 
sector of the country, and is 
completely satisfied where she 
is, and bas no desire to move up 
the social ladder any higher 
than she is. 

Gingiss Visits 
TEXAS CITY-Guest lee• 

turers add the proverbial 
frosting on even the tastiest 
academic cake, andDr. Peter 
Gingiss, English Professor at 
the University of Houston, Is no 
exception. 

He recently visited two 
classes at College of the 
Mainland to lecture on bis 
specialty: African IJterature. 
Students in English 233 (World 
Literature t aught by Ms . 
Carolyn Hartnett ) and 
Hwnanities 231 (Man in a 
Dynamic World taught by Ms. 
Anne Sherrill) heard Dr. 
Gingiss point out the endless 
variety within modern African 
culture. 

Dr. Ginglss noted that with 
the exception of tradiUonal 
tales, modern African literature 
is written in European lan
guages and characters compare 
with estern heros and politic• 
lans. The ideas, setting and rit· 
uals, however, are clearly 
African. 

He showed slides and read 
exceprts from novels to demon• 
strate the varieties of language 
usage, contrasting the diff
erence in attitudes between 
Franch African and English 
African writers. 

A tape of Dr. Gingiss' lecture 
is on file In the COM library and 
is available to any interested 
person. 



Handy's View Of Kissinger 
Robert Handy is Director of 

General Adult Education and 
Community Services at College 
of the Mainland. In that cap• 
acity he serves as Statewide 
Coordinator of Great Decisions, 
a national foreign policy study
discussion program. Handy 
holds a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Political Science and 
History, a Master of Arts de
gree in American Diplomatic 
History and has done post-grad• 
uate work in the Chinese lan
guage and American-East 
Asian Relations. 

The room reeked with dignity. 
Dark suits, balding heads, gray 
hair, obesity and very large 
cigars. The setting was intim· 
ate, the chairs soft and in a 
semi-circle; a relaxed conver
sational settin.1t yet one which 
was above all, dignified. The 
Secret Service men were not fl 
all secret, their presence made 
obvious by what appeared at 
first glance, to be their hearing 
aids. You were, when you not· 
iced the tenth one, quite aware 
that this was not a Belltone 
convention. 

At the front of the room, four 
or five feet from the first row in 
the semi-circle, rested a single 
chair, a side table and a pitcher 
of water. On each side, a couch, 
obviously reserved for the most 
dignified of the dignities. The 
setting was at once auspicious 
yet warm. I felt little discomfort 
at being the only one without a 
tie and in a casual suit. 

Hardly the setting I expected 
to find when I invited to join a 
select group of forty to fifty 
persons in a private, off-the
record n.eeting with the man 
some say is the most powerful 
in the world today-The Metter
nich of the twentieth century
Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger. 

As I sipped my coffee and ob· 
served the group, waiting of 
course for Dr. Kissinger to 
arrive, (don't you always for 
such a person?), I was struck by 
the realization that, while 
impressed by the occasion, I 
was not yet overawed. There 
was no question but that the 
group was of considerable 
stature: Louie Welch, Ambass
ador such and such, State 
Der ·· •---• :-" -~('I--, •. :rmc 
whom I had heard speak, some 
with whom I had previously 
conversed, Congressman, oil 
magnates, lawyers, and bank 
presidents. Powerful men, but 
still men and with limited power 
compared to that which mill· 
ions of working people like 
myself might wield if we were 
ever to pull together. But then I 
remembered. I had been in· 
vited. And I had been because I 
represented an educational 
program called Great Decisions 
which attempts to get the not so 
powerful informed, involved 
and pulling together to demo
cratize American foreign 
policy. 

It ther: occured to me that last 
year at the National Great 
Decisions Conference, several 
of us, in testifying before the 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, had noted that, as I 
myself had stated, the 
American people " . .. appear 
lo be expressing a desire for a 
system whereby the priorities 
and interests of the people, 
expressed tQ their elected 

representatives, can be com
municated to professional 
diplomats who then formulate 
foreign policy in cooperation 
rather than in conflict with 
popular desires." It occured to 
me further, that only a few 
weeks ago Secretary Kissinger 
had appeared before that same 
committee and, for the first 
time in history had asked those 
Senators to offer their advice on 
foreign policy-as a reflection 
of popular desires-in addition 
to their traditional consent. 

Was my presence here today, 
I though, another indication of 
the Secretary's willingness to 
put greater stock in the opinions 
of the American people? Was 
that why I was not overly awed 
with the occasion, because I 
simply assumed that my pres· 
ence there was most ap
propriate? Perhaps, but in light 
of all that, I now wonder why 
there were not more like me. 
Maybe there were and I was the 
only one uncouth enough to have 
gone without a tie. 

Ironically, the meeting was 
"off-the-record" which means l 
cannot write what Dr. Kissinger 
had to say (if that makes me a 
priviledged person, trust that I 
am embarrased by it). I can, 
howeever, relay to you my 
impressions of the man and 
some general comments about 
our foreign policy. 

Within ten minutes of my 
arrival, I found myself doing a 
double-take at a group of about 
five or six people who had en
tered from my left. I did so 
because at first glance l did not 
realize they were accompany
ing the Secretary. He was less 
than fen feet from me and I 
failed to spot him because he 
was dwarfed by those around 
him. Ipression one: Henry 
Kissinger is far greater in 
stature than in life. I was sur
prised. My image was of a giant 
of a man, which he is, of course, 
though not in physical size. As 
he moved to the front of the 
room he greeted those with 
whom he was familiar and took 
his seat. Impression tw•>: His 
size increases enormously when 
he is sitting. 

He began t1e1a111g 4ue:,,uvrn, 
immediately; no speech, no 
formalities. The first question 
lost me as did the answer, both 
very detailed and related to oil 
(what else?). Third impression: 
I should be home painting my 
house! 

But as the conversation 
developed I became more and 
more relaxed realizing the first 
question was not to set the 
pattern. As he responded to 
further inquiries it became very 
clear that Henry Kissinger was 
profound, verbose, funny and a• 
genius, truly deserving the 
Metternichian comparisons 
which have been made of him. 
Yet he was very human as well. 

Having considerable respect 
for Kissinger's approach to 
foreign policy formation, I 
could not be as audacious as 
Senator Tower (or should I call 
him John?) who sat next to the 
Secretary and addressed him as 
Henry (somehow I expected 
that from Tower). So, when I 
did muster up the courage to 
ask my first question I managed 
to say Mr. Secretary. Thank 
goodness I did not not call him 
Mr. Ambassador as did the 
gentleman preceeding me! 

His response was clear and 
articulate but not quite satis• 
fying. So, a few minutes later I 
raised the subject again. 

"Sir, as a long time supporter 
of the Kissinger approach to 
foreign policy formation (he 
smiled) that is, policy based 
upon a rational assesment of 
national political, military and 
ecomic interests rather than 
ideology (he smiled very 
brightly) I am distressed 
about. . being a moral issue for 
you (the smile faded). Has my 
original impression of your 
approach been incorrect or is 
your policy on .. an aberrat• 
ion?" (Deep frown, a few mem
bers of the group laugh, some 
applaud, I get very worried,1 
Kissinger looks mad). Fourth 
impression: You should not get 
smart with the most powerful 
man in the world. 

The frown, however, was 
merely a serious expression and 
the answer was detailed, very 
rational and quite acceptable. I 
remember saying to a friend 
when jokingly asked if I would 
grill the Secretary, that I felt 
humble enough to believe I was 
not going to stump Dr. Kissin· 
ger with any touch questions. 
Impression five: You will have 
a hard time stumping Henry 
Kissinger but he won't mind 
your trying. 

I wish I could provide a word· 
by-word account of the session 
but to do so might prevent 
another such opportunity. I am, 
on the one hand comfortable, as 
a result of this meeting. Our for
eign policy is, generally speak• 
ing, being directed by an ex· 
tremely capable human being. 
On the other hand I realize even 
more that what we need in the 
news accounts is not all that is 
involved in the complex area of 
foreign relations. I can under
stand why we don't read or hear 
it all but I am not willing to 
move from my strongly held 
believe that in the area of 
foreign policy, the people fltttst 
have a greater voice. To do so 
we must have a deep under• 
standing of the background 
and details of diplomatic 

Henry Kissinger 1s not ui. 
mortal. While we might trust in 
him now, a great danger ac• 
companies that trust-the prob
ability that it will transfer to his 
successor and that his succ• 
essor will be a less capable 
human being. In the long line of 
American Secretaries of State 
(or others who made foreign 
policy) Dr. Henry Kissinger is 
the aberration, albeit a highly 
acceptable one. 
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CO-OP HAS THREE 
ByJi!:t~~:,~EY APPROACHES 

Last semester a program 
started called CO-OP headed by 
Richard Poth. He started out 
with 10 students but now this 
program has blossomed to a 
total of 61 students and the CO· 
OP program bas branched intc 
three different divisions. 

Richard Poth is the director 
and also heads the academic 
and technical part of CO-OP. 
Dorothy McNutt heads CO-OP 
divisions of business dealing 
with secretaries and data 
processing. Bill Sowers runs the 
management and coordinates 
CO-OP's Mid-Management 
program. 

CO-OP will be offered through 
both summer sessions. 
However only about 30 per 
semester will be able to take the 
course, so applications need to 
be made as soon as possible. 

CO-OP now has three ap
proaches to meet the student's 
needs. First is the career 
related program. This consists 
of an internship with a job 
geared toward the student's 
career interest. One example of 
this is Florence Grwn who 
wanted to work with retarded 
and handicapped children. CO· 
OP found her a job with the 
Sunshine Training Center 

working with retarded and 
handicapped kids and even 
giving her time to develop 
special reading classes with 
some of the children. 

A second approach is the 
career enrichment which adds 
education and sets up specific 
objectives to add to the job the 
student already bas. CO-OP 
also works with the student's 
employer to help set up ob
jectives. 

The third type of approach is 
exploratory. This is an in· 
dependent community based 
project using course work in the 
off-campus environment. The 
student has the chance to in
vestigate lines of work, careers, 
or to research some academic 
project. 

The object of CO-OP is not job 
placement, but to apply course 
work with the off-campus en
vironment giv.ing students a 
chance to achieve personal 
career or academic goals. CO-
OP does not guarantee paid 
employment. Richard Poth said 
that the faculty bas been very 
supportive, of tb._e CO-OP 
program. He also said that he 
was very encouraged by the 
rapid growth and enthusiasm 
which bas made the CO-OP 
program grow at its rapid rate. 

01111 111~~~-~__J!!Q 
Indian lamas say that the earth is placed on the back of a 
gigantic frog whose movements cause earthquakes. 

Coastal Singers 
Swing 

TEXAS CITY- The Gulf 
Coast Swing Choir Festival, a 
musical "first" for Texas, will 
now become an annual event 
after a successful debut on April 
11th under the sponsorship of La 
Marque High School and 
College of the Mainland. Swing 
choirs from the following high 
schools and colleges par• 
ticipated in the all-day 
Festival: La Marque High 
School, La Porte High School, 
Dennison High School, Ball 
Kigh School, Flour Bluff High 
School, College of the Mainland, 
Galveston College, Lee College 
and Frank Phillips College. 

One of the highlights of the 

evening was a special per· 
formance of The Montage 
Singers, the well-known singing 
group from Stephen F. Austin· 
University. The director _of the 
group, Darrell Holt, served as a 
consultant for the Festival 
offering a personalized critique 
to each participating choi . 

"It was a good learning ex• 
perience for everyone involved 
In the Festival," commented 
Larry Stanley, Chairman of 
COM's Humanities Division. 
"Judging from the enthusiasm 
and commitment of the par
ticipants, I think the Fe, tival 
has a tremendous potenti. J for 
the years ahead. 

1'EXAC CITY-The COM Singers 
perform at the first Gulf Coast 

Swing Choir Festival recently hel 
at La Marque High School. 
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"Tommy Can You Hear Me?" 
By JOE HENSLEY 

Comet Staff 
I had the luck to latch on to 

some tickets to the recent 
premier of the movie version of 
the rock opera "Tommy." The 
house was packed thanks to 
some KILT promoters. For 
those of you who weren't lucky 
enough to get in on the freebie, 
it's going to run you $3.50 a shot 
to gel in, but let me tell you it's 
worth every minute of it. 

The movie is a true form of 
opera having no dialogue. The 
"Who" plays all the background 
music and provides the entire 
score. The cast is superb and 
the acting some of the people do 
is amazing. Even though most 
of the singers have been in the 
public eye before, it's really 
great to sec them have to 
portray a part on the screen and 
do such a good job. 

Some of the better jobs are 
done by Elton John (of all 
people) who really come! 
through as the Pinball Wizard 
He really gets his anxiety 
across with his facial ex• 
pressions of sheer anger at 
being defeated by Tommy. 
Elton glitters to the end 
his pinball machines Qippers 

operated by a miniature piano 
keyboard. 

Another fine piece of acting 
and coreography is done by 
I'i.na Turner as the Acid Queen. 
:ihe leads Tommy into the room 
and turns into a giant syrlng 
placing Tommy in it. A red 
pulsating liquid nows up and 
fills tiny syringes along the 
sides and three that enter his, 
head. 

The casket-like syringe opens 
a series of times to reveal 
Tommy as severnl different 
forms, ranging from his real 
father to n skeleton filled with 
snakes. After his trip with the 
Acid Queen, she winds up more 
shaken than Tommy, because 
she can't affect him. 

Roger Daltrey is excellent as 
Tommy. Even though most of 
his acting ls confined to a dull 
stare of the deaf, dumb and 
blind Tommy, when he is freed 
he portrays to the peak Tommy 
as the Messiah. His facial ex
pressions especially when 
perched over the pinball 
machine are fantastic . His 
singing is probably what gives 
him the inspiration to do the 
marvelous job he does. 

Ann Margaret is superb as 
Tomm,> -~ mother. She comes 
across very well. Her singing is 
tremendous and she progresse! 
from a concerned mother to a 
rich aristocrat, finally to be so 
tortured by Tommy's silence 
that she threw a mirror and free' 
him from his shield of silence .. 

The sets nnd cinamatography 
are just unreal, the work i! 
really well done. The movie 
runs a litlle over two hours. The 
entire show is a played on what 
is called quinatonic sound, 
which is very loud but the 
separation of different parts is 
very good. 

At first , you must get used to 
the bombardment of sound but 
before long you become lost in it 
and abosorbed by the story. 

The movie m ny never win an 
oscar, but it certainly deserves 
nomination on several ac
counts, especially for best 
musical score. It took six years 
and 10 million copies of the 
album to be sold before 
someone put "Tommy" on the 
screen but it was well worth the 
wait. ·• 

Financing Aid And Don Doyle 
By RAY DOBYNS 
Comet Staff Writer 

In room number 150 at the 
Administration building sits a 
very dignified looking gen
tleman by the name of Dan 
Doyle. His premature graying 
hair and his friendly smile at 
once puts a student in a restful 
mood. 

It ls not always easy to catch 
a glimpse of Dan behind the 
mountain of papers lying on top 
his large desk, but one can 
always hear his standard 
greeting, "Hl, may I help you?" 

Well, Dan is in charge of 
Financial Aid here at the 
College of the Mainland. He is 
the person to get to know and to 
communicate with lf you need 
financial assistance for the 
coming year(s). This ls true for 
both present students and high 
school seniors. 

Through Dan Doyle ls fun. 
nelled the many scholarships, 
grants and loans that are avail
able to the students here. This 
column will try to touch on 
severa1 of these programs. In· 
terested students or parents 
should contact Dan at his offtce 
between 8 a.m. to .S p.m. 
Monday thru Friday for precise 
details. Listed below are 
several of the main programs 
offered both here and at most 
colleges and universities in the 
state. 

BASIC GRANTS: This is a 
Federal Aid program designed 
to provide financial assistance 
to those who need it. Basic 
Grants are intended to be the 
base of a financial aid package 
and may be combined with 
other forms of aid to meet your 
full cost of education. This is a 
grant and, unlike a loan, does 
not have to be repaid. The 
estimated awards will range 
between $50 and $800 during the 
1975·76 academic year. 

SCHOLARSHIP: These have 
been with us for many years. 
Factors in awarding scholar
ships are many, ranging from 
financial need, academic 

qualifications, test scores and 
honors. 

NATIONAL DIRECT STU· 
DENT LOAN: Funds for this 
loan are limited; thus, awards 
are based on need, academic 
standing, at least half-time 
enrollment, date of application 
and willingness to repay. A 
student may receive a 
maximum of $2,500 for the first 
two years, $5,000 maximum for 
undergraduate work, and a 
maximum of no more than an 
additional $5,000 for graduate 
work. Repayment period 
provides ten years from 
graduation with a minimum 
payment of $30 per month to 
coplete the loan obligation. 
Teachers working in certain 
deprived areas or with the 
handicapped children qualify to 
have their total National Direct 
Student Loan Indebtedness 
cancelled over a period of five 
years. 

HINSON-HAZLEWOOD 
LOAN: This loan is for Texas 
residents only. It is naturally 
based on need. A student may 
apply for a maximum of $1,500 
each academic year and may 
apply for an additional $500 for 
the summer sessions. 

Dan Doyle 

Repayment terms are the same 
as listed above for the National 
Direct Student Loan. 

FEDERAL INSURED 
LOAN: Students may apply for 
this loan from a bank or other 
lending institutions which 
participate in this program. A 
student may borrow up to $2,500 
for each year with a maximum 
total loan of $10,000. Same 
repayment periods as other 
loans. 

MOODY LOAN FUND: The 
purpose of this loan fund is to 
make available, to any student 
needing assistance, an interest 
free loan sufficient to cover the 
cost of tuition, fees and books. 
These loans must be repaid in 
full within 120 calender days 
during a regular semester and 
30 calendar days during a 
summer term. 

COLLEGE WORK STUDY 
PROGRAM: Thia program is 
funded both Federally and loc• 
ally and provides many types of 
jobs. The student normally 
works 15 hours per week at the 
current minimum wage. Prior• 
ity of assignment for this 
program is based on need, 
skills, interest, and available 
funds. 

Many other forms of 
assistance are also offered. 
These include the Cuban Loan 
Program, Bureau of Indian 
Affairs Scholarships, Supple
mentary Educational Oppor· 
tunity Grant, Partial Tuition 
Scholarship, Connally-Carrillo 
Act, Law Enforcement Act, and 
the Out-of-State Guaranteed 
Loan Program. 

Department and colleges at 
many Universities offer 
monetary assistance in addition 
to that found in the Financial 
Aid Office. Fellowships, assist• 
antships, scholarships, grants, 
and jobs are often available for 
graduate students and those 
interested should contact the 
Chairman of their proposed 
major dept. 

***************** ! Bookstore Briefs ! * Now until May 9, those of you who have high hopes * 
of graduating should go by the Bookstore to be 

)t measured for your cap and gown. By the way )t 
graduation oxercises will be May 20. 

lt Spring '75 "Book Buy-Backs" start May 12 and go * 
)t to May 30. )t 

* * * * * * * ** * * * * ** **· 
KILO 

By DWAYNE COL VIN 
and 

JOE HENSLEY 
Comet Staff 

"Good evening, gang! This is Blff Mabry, with the two 
o'clock show on station K-I-L-O, 69 on your radio dial, coming 
direct to you from atop the Student Center at College of the 
Mainland. We're going to get into some heavy news in just a 
minute, but first, a word from our sponsor." 

"Say all you cats out there, do you want to have that Marlon 
Brando look? If you do, then you should come by 'Yall Pay 
Hienrick's Hot Honda Heaven.' 'Yall Pay' is located on the 
beach in GalvE-ston. Just look for the big Arabian tent. We can't 
say exactly where we are located, because we move around 
alotl Heh-heh. Ya'll stop by this weekend and cash in on our 
rebates. Buy ai11y bike on th~ lot, and get the license plete of your 
choice, guaranteed to be unregistered." 

"This is Clap Blooper K·I-L-O news. In the local scene 
today, there was a freak accident in the COM parking lot. Three 
freaks in a van ran into two freaks in a truck. And in the 
national scene, in the sexual revolution, the men are still on top. 
And now, this brief message." 

"This is Big John, of 'Big John's Pickup Parlor.' We're 
running a sale today, pardners. With any new truck you buy, you 
git an E-Z Rider Rifle. Rack, fat tars on the back, and the radio 
only picks up one station, K·I·K•K! Stop by today and git your 
free bumper sticker, which reads, "When In Doubt, Wbup It 
Out " 

"This is Biff Mabry, back with K·I-L-O music. It is now 
dedication time. This first dedication ls a record entitled, "Get 
me to the church on time, because I'm late!", and It's from 
Sally, to the basketball and baseball teams at COM. The next 
one is from Mosha Dyan to Sammy Davis Jr., called, "I can't 
take my eye off of you.'' 

"And, finally, this one last deddlcatlon ls to Robbi, from 
myself, named "Your cups runneth over." Now it's Ume for the 
K-l·L-O exclusive interview of the day. Todays is with Dr. Red 
A. Zaylor. Interviewing him will be a local journalist, John 
Baloney. 

"Dr. Zaylor, what are your feelingsonathietlcs in junior 
colleges?" 

"· BELCH 
".Thank you, Dr. Zaylor. This is John Baloney, returning you 

to Biff Mabry., K·l·L·O music.'' 
"Thank you John Baloney, (or doing such a good job in 

capturing the good doctor's opinion. You have been listening to 
K·l·L-O, 69 on your radio dial. We are now signing off the air, 
mainly because we don't have the funds to run this mutha'. For 
those interested, there will be a communal bath at $3.00 a head 
(heh-heh) this Saturday in Eckert Lake to help raise funds to get 
station K-1-L-O back on the right vibes again. This ls Biff Mabry, 
signing off.'' 

New Course For Teachers 
TEXAS CITY-A course 

designed for teachers, coun
selors and other interested 
persons who wish to be certified 
as vocational counselors and 
vocational supervisors will be 
offered by Prairie View A&M 
College of the Mainland, June 3 
through July 12. The class will 
meet daily at 5: 00 p.m. in Room 
T-111 of the Technical-Vocal• 
ional Building. 

Registration for the course 
(IE-813-planning and 
Organizing of Vocational Gui
dance) will be conducted on the 
Prairie View A&M University 

campus on May 1. Currently 
enrolled students may register 
during t:1e last week of this 
semester's classes. 

Tuition and fees for students 
enrolled in the summer session 
are $50.,5 for three semester 
hours and $73.50 for six 
semester hours. 

For additional information, 
please contact Dr. Ambrose D. 
Adams, Director of Continuing 
Education, College of Industrial 
Education and Technology, 
Prairie View A&M University, 
Prairie View 77445 (857-2528). 

Bull meaning mistake or lie comes from lhe French boule 
meaning lie, especially when made in the form of a bragging 
statement. 
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COM Graduation Set For May 20 

Paul Teague 

Guest Speaker 

College of the Mainland will 
graduate 158 students in 
Commencement Exercises to 
be held May 20 in the Physical 
Education Building at 7: 30 p.m. 
The general public is cordially 
invited to attend the College's 
seventh graduation ceremony. 

The keynote speaker will be 
Paul Teague, of Texas City, who 
has been closely associated with 
the college over an 11-year 
span. He was a member of the 
original steering committee 
which nurtured the college into 
existance and a member of the 
Board of Trustees from 1966 to 
1975, serving as its President 
during the 1st two years. 

Teague resigned from CO's 
Board last week to accept an 
appointment by Governor 
Dolph Briscoe to the Coordin· 
ating Board, Texas College and 
University System. The 18-
member board is the highest 
state authority in matters of 
public 111gher education. 

Course Evaluations Go 
Through Many Channels 

By JOE HENSLEY 
Comet Staff 

Course evaluation sheets are 
filled out by every student at 
COM which go through several 
channels ma king some in 
classes. 

First, they are ready by the 
instructor himself who then 
makes whatever course change 
he deems warranted by the 
evaluations. 

According to Pat Darde, 
secretary to Larry Stanley 
(chrmn. of the humanities), the 
chairman of the division does 
not read the evaluations unless 

t he instructor concerned 
requests him to do so. 

The chairman may ask to see 
the evaluations, but the in· 
structor may refuse the 
request. If enough bad evaluat
ions are discovered, the in
structor may possibly not 
ret urn to College of the 
Mainland. 

In the past, students were 
asked to write their original 
thoughts of the course and in· 
structor, but these evaluations 
could not be fed to a computer. 

More Cinco de Mayo Pictures, Page 3 

Teague came to Texas City in 
1958 to assume the duties of 
Business Manager of Local 347, 
National Union of Operating 
Engineers, a position be still 
holds. He graduated from 
Phillips High School (Boyer, 
TX) and attended West Texas 
State University in Canyon. In 
1966, he participated in the Har
vard University Trade Union 
Program, a four-month 
seminar offered by Harvard's 
School of Business Ad
ministration. 

The Commencement 
Program will begin with a 
Blessing of the Occasion by 
Rabbi Samuel M. STahl of 
Temple B'Nai Israel in 
Galveston. Dr. Fred A. Taylor, 
President, will offer the official 
welcome and introduce the 
platform guests, which will 
include members of the Board 
of Trustees and Charles T. 
Doyle, President of the College 
of the ~•am'iantl. 

James P. Simpson, well
known Texas City attorney and 
a member of the Board of 
Trustees, will introduce the 
guest speaker. After the ad
dress, Dr. Donald F. Mortvedt, 
Dean of Instruction, will certify 
the candidates for graduation 
and Dr. Taylor will present the 
diplomas to the graduates. 

Dr. Stanton C. Calvert, Dean 
of Student Personnel Services, 
will present the student awards, 
while Edward Ross, past Presi
dent of the Citizens Advisory 
Council, will present a bronze 
plaque to the second recipient of 
the newly-established H.K. 
"Griz" Eckert Award. Pastor J. 
Weldon Smith of Texas City 
Memorial Lutheran Church will 
offer the Benediction. 

The 1975 graduating class is 
composed of 80 students who 
have earned an Associate in 
Arts Degree; 51 who will be 
awarded an Associate in Ap
plied Science Dcg?ee and 27 whr, 

have earned a Diploma. 
The graduates are listed 

alphabetically under their 
respective communities, with 
their degrees and fields of 
specilization in parenthesis: 

ALTA LOMA: Buckley, 
Sheila Ruth (Diploma-Offset 
Printing); Lackey, Johnny 
Edward (AA); McNab, 
Maureen A. (AAS-Nursing); 
Nordin, Gerald Wayne (AAS· 
Automotive Technology); 
Reagan, Richard A. (AA); 
Willoughby, Ronnie Layne 
(AAS-Law Enforcement; 
ALVIN: Dotson, Benny Joe 
(AA); Villarreal, Loida Nolano 
(AAS-Nursing); BACLIFF: 
Musgrave, Gail Lynn (AA); 

DICKINSON: Barnett, 
Derrell Lee (AAS-Drafting and 
Design Technology); Biggs, 
George L. (AA); Brewer, 
Lillian Marie (AA); Devall, 
Bonnie (AAS-Nursing); Ear_. 

(see Grads, Page 8) 

Endowment Drive Is Halfway 
College of the Mainland's 

drive to build an endowment 
fund is approximately half way 
to its initial goal of 100 Lifetime 
Patrons, it was announced this 
week by Charles T. Doyle, 
President of the COM Foundat
ion. 

The names of the charter 
group of Patrons are engraved 
on an attractive plaque which 
now hangs in the Board Room of 
the college. 

The fund will be used to bring 
outstanding educators, music
ians, playwrights and lecturers 
to the campus; to establish a 
variety of scholarships; to 
enhance the appearance of the 
campus through landscaping 
and to help finance the 
professional growth of faculty 
and staff members. 

"The fund is similar to that ol 
other educational institutions," 
Doyle explained. "College of the 
Mainland will be using the in· 
terest monies from the en· 
dowment fund to develop the 
kind of programs and events 
that are important for a com
munity-oriented institution but 
are beyond the reach of the 
budget." 

The total cost of the Lifetime 
Patron plan is $120 and is· pay
able over a period of 12 months. 
Each member of the plan 
receives an Annual Report of 
Foundation expenditures, two 
identification cards entitling the 
Patron and spouse to attend all 
non-instructional events at 
reduced student rates. In ad• 
dition, the Lifetime Patron and 
spouse will have their names 
engraved on the permanent 

plaque in the Board Room. 
"we are still accepting 

memberships in the charter 
group of Lifetime Patrons," 
Doyle explained. "I sincerely 
feel contributions to the en
dowment fund can have a long
term effect on the future of the 
College of the Mainland." 

Persons Interested In 
becoming Lifetime Patrons are 
asked to send their contribut
ions to: College of the Mainland 
Foundation, 8001 Palmer High
way, Texas City 77590. All 
contributions are tax deduc• 
tible. 

Further information 
regarding the Foundation and 
its goals for the future may be · 
obtained by writing or calling 
Dr. Fred A. Taylor, President, 
College of the Mainland (938-
1211, Ext. 271) . 

. Journalism-Music .Scholarships To Be Offered 
Scholarships will be offered at 

College of the Mainland for stu• 
dents interested in journalism 
and music, according to Larry 
Stanley, Chairman of the· 
Humanities Division. 

To qualify for the jolD'nalism 
scholarship, students must have 
high school journalism ex
perience in news gathering, 
writing of articles and 
production skills. 

" The scholarship students 
need not major in journalism at 
COM, but they will be involved 
in producing The COMET, the 
college publication," Stanley 
explained. 

Students interested in the 
music scholarships will audition 

with Stanley and recipients will 
participate in the COM Singers, 
the college choir. As in the cue 
of the journalism students, they 
need not major in music to 
qualify. 

For complete information.,,. 

and an application form, please 
write or call: Larry Stanley, 
Chairman of the Humanities 
Division, College of the Main
land, Texas City 77590 (913-1211, 
Ext. 214). The deadline for 
applications is July 1, 1975. 

,--------------, 
t Have A Summer.-- t 

I Wishes l 
l The Best Comet Staff l 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-----
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New Nursing 

Course Planned 
The Non-Credit Vocational 

Division at College of the 
Mainland will be offerin, a new 
course, Medication Ad
ministration, for Nurse Aides 
currenUy employed in nursing 
homes. Thia 10-weelt course, to 
begin June 9th, ia designed to 
implement HEW regulation 
279.12 (a) (I) (vi) of 1974, by 
instructing non-licenses per
sonnel employed in Health 
Occupations to admini1ter 
medication knowledgeable in 
intermediate car e facilities. 

In order to regilter for the 
course , prospective students 
must succesafully complete a 
reading and comprehension 
tell admlniltered by Colle1e of 
the Mainland and be inter
viewed by William L. Raley, 
Director of Non-Credit Vocat• 
ional offerings at 938-12U, Ext. 
278 or 279 or with Mrs. Ruthie 
Hebert, Director of the Nursing 
Division at 938-1211, Ext. 425. In 
addition, the prospective 
student must be at least 18 
years of age, able to read, write 
and comprehend Eniliah and be 
currenUy employed In a n11raln1 
home facWty II an aide. 

The applicant must also be 
recommended for the course by 
the Administrator and Director 
of Nurses of the nursing home in 
which employed. (Prospective 
students must bring this in writ
mg for relfltratioo purposes.) 
It la recommended that can
didates for the course have 
completed at least the eighth. 
grade of grammar school 
education. 

In addition, prospective 
students must furnish refer
ences, demonstrate skill in 
taking vital signs (temperature, 
pulse, respiration, and blood 
pressure) to the course instruc
tor and have had a tuberculine 
skin test and a stool cultur 
within the past twelve months. 
They must be free from conta
gious diseases and in suitable 
physical and emotional health 
to administer medications 
safely. 

The registration fee is $5.00, 
and after the above 
requirements are met, the 
prospective student may 
register for the class in the 

'Drama Club Presents 
SUf!Jf!ler Tree' 

· By DWAYNE COLVIN 
Comet Staff 

The COM Drama Club will 
present "Summer Tree," a 
three act play by Ron Cowen, on 

· June 5, 6, and 7. 
The play follows a young man 

and his conflicts with society 
and its principles during the 
Vietnam conflict. Throughout 
the play, we see vivid examples 
of the young man's ideals being 
threatened by his famUy, the 
Army, and the world around 
him. 

Cliff Mabry, last seen as the 
attendant in "A Man For All 
Seasons", portrays the young 
man with Juanita Denson, of 
Lady Alice fame for a "Man For 
All Seasons," plays the young 
man's mother. 

Bill Low has been cast as the 
father in his first role in about 12 

years. Ann Denson, a volup
tuous Santa Fe sophomore, ill 
her first on-stage assignment, 
will be the young man's 
girlfriend. 

Twelve year~ld Leon Thorn 
will be making his debut as the 
little boy. The part for the little 
boy has been double-cast, but 
the boy's name is not known as 
yet. 

Dwayne Colvin, who played a 
Dancing Waiter in "Hello 
Dolly" at Texas City High 
School, plays the part of the 
soldier. 

Don Townsend, who last 
directed a one act adaptation of 
"Summer Tree," directs the 
play. Townsend is a student at 
College of the Mainland and is 
being advised by Bea 
Weberlien. 

'Man of La Mancha' 
Tryouts for the Mainland 

Community Theatre's summer 
musical, "Man of La Mancha", 
will be held on June 8 at 2: 30 and 
on June 9 and 10 at 7: 30 p.m. in 
the Arena Theatre at College of 
the Mainland. 

Jack Westin directs the play 
and requests all persons trying 
for singing roles to bring a vocal 
selection that they feel com
fortable with. An accompanist 
will be provided. 

Those Interested In dancing 
parts should be prepared to 
dance for the try outs. One 
interpretive dancer (exotic 
etc.) is also needed for the play. 

Admissions Office, Ad
ministration Bldg., at College of 
the Mainland beginning May 12. 
The class will be limited to 30 
people, and will meet on 
Monday and Thursday nights 
from 5: 20-7: 50 p.m. in the Tech
nical Vocational Building, 
Room T-49. The class will meet 
for a total of 50 hours. 

For further information, 
please call 938-1211, Ext. 266. 

Tryouts Set 
There are some talking-only 
parts that need to be filled. 

Try outs for the orchestra will 
also be held at the same times. 
Especially needed are guitars, 
horns, string bass, and percuss
ionists. 

The production of the play 
begins on July 18 and will run 
every Friday and Saturday for 
five consecutive weekends. 

Joyce Morris is producing the 
play and requests ~rsons with 
questions to call her at 938-1211, 
ext. 429. 

PROF DEFENDS 
VIRTUE OF COEDS 

. LEEDS, E ngland (AP) - It 
1s not true that coeds are prom
iscuous, a British psychology 
professor says. 

"~ey do not deserve the rep
utation they have gained for 
sleeping around," said Prof. 
Gwynne Jones, 56, of Leeds 
University. 

OBLIVION 
By ELAINE FLORES 

Guest Writer 
Without waiting for an an

swer, Mike entered Barbara's 
house; excitedly gr abbed her by 
the hand, and running, led her 
towards the cave that for many 
years had been their secret 
meeting place. Barbara did not 
speak, knowing well that she 
would find out what was going 
on soon enough! 

They reached the cave, and 
inside was one of Barbara's 
biggest surprises. It was a mass 
of metal put together with nuts 
and bolts. After about a minute 
she was able to ask what it was 

"It's a robot," Mike answerec 
not believing she hadn't guessec 
already. Barbara could de 
nothing but stare at Mike and 
the robot. 

"Does It work?" she asked. 
"Of course it does, go on and 
ask it something." After think
ing a bit she said, "Robot, bring 
me a chair" but it didn't move. 

"What happened?" she 
asked. "Ob, I forgot, its name is 
Sheldon." "Sheldon! You've got 
to be kidding." No I'm not, try It 
out now." 

"OK, Sheldon, bring me that 
rug," she commanded. Sheldon 
whirred, and purred, and 
clicked, and finally brought 
forth the rug. They started 
laughing simultaneousl y: 
"You've got to admit it's a very 
goofy robot" she said. 

"I know," said Mike, "but a 
darn good accomplishment for 
someone who can't put anyth.ing 
together." "That entered my 
mind, just bow did you do it?" 
she asked. 

"Well, remember the three 
weeks I was missing?" "Who 
can forget? You bad us all 
scared something had happened 
lo you." 

"Well, let me tell you. I felt 
like relaxing with a Grand Funk 
album, but Mom really gets 
bugged with it, so I came to the 
cave. It was playing our song 
when I heard the noise outside. I 
went to look, and was I sur• 
prised. 

There stood Mr. Mt:r cury 
himself! Man, I thought be was 
on some kind of far out trip! 
Well, he liked the music, and 
wanted to talk to me; our secret 
concerning the cave would stay 
ours. So I invited him in. I asked 
him about the wings, he said 
they had been used for Oying at 
an earlier age, but were no 
longer necessary. 

I then noticed he didn't move 
his mouth to speak, but I could 
at.ill _see him. He asked if I 
wanted to help the human race! 
of course I said I did. He then 
gave me a huge boot to read, 
and a bulletin board on which to 
put the book when finished. 
Someone else would then come 
and tell me what else to do. I 
started reading as if hypnoti• 
zed, I couldn't put it down until I 
finished. 

I placed it on the bulletin 
board and waited. After three 
days, this huge ball of light 
appeared in the cave and took 
the book after giving me the 
materials I needed to build a 
robot, of which the book spoke. I 
followed instructions and here it 
isl SHELDON." 

As Mike concluded with his 
story, Sheldon started whirring 
and clicking, and wheeled out 
the entrance. They ran after it 
to find many others coming out 
of every street in town; au 
heading towards central 
square. There about about 500 

were all together 
Once all the robots haa 

gathered, everything went 
quiet, not a sound anywhere. 
After a long time, a huge light 
appeared in the center of the 
square, it broke off into a 
number of pieces and each 
penetrated a robot. The robots 
then took on the personalities of 
the adults in town . 

They then found out that all 
adults and animals had been 
killed by a form of radiation. 
The robots had been con
structed for use of the human 
intelligence to remain alive. 
Only children and teens had 
been left alive! Once adulthood 
was reached, they would also 
leave their human bodies to 
become preserved intelectually 
within a robot, for an eternity to 
come. 

Cheryl Willis Joins Faculty 
Cheryl Willis, College of the 

Mainland's new instructor in 
the Division of Business, is a 
Texas City birth statistic 
(Danforth Hospital) who has 
traveled afar before coming full 
circle. 

Her family moved to Bay City 
soon after her birth, where her 
father was a manager of a 
Singer store. Shortly thereafter, 
both her parents decided to get 
their teaching degrees and the 
family packed up for Southwest 
Texas State University ln San 
Marcos. In due course, the 
family returned to Bay City, 
where her father taught math 
and science at the high school 
a1.d her mother became a guid
ance counselor. 
. 11 was Ma .. Wlills' turn to 
Journey tourtn wnen sne 
graduated from high school and 
entered Texas Christian 
University. 

After graduating with a 
B.B.A. in O!Uce Admlnia
tration, she came to Houston to 
gain some practical experience 

with Exxon as a technical 
secretary. From there, 
Washington called and she spent 
a year and a half in the nation's 
capital as a legal secretary. 

At this point she decided she 
would like to teach business 
courses so she returued to 
Texas and enrolled at Texas 
A&M University. In May 1974, 
she received her M.Ed. degree 
in Curriculum and Instruction, 
with a minor in Business. She 
taught at East Central High 
School in San Antonio before 
joining the COM staff for the 
spring semester. 

Ms. Willis is unabashedly 
delighted to be a part of COM. 

"I am thrilled to be teaching 
in an institution with such an 
innovative approach to in• 
struction," she commented. 
"Before coming here, I never 
realized an institution actually 
existed which based its teaching 
approach on letting the students 
know on the first day of class 
exactly what is expected of 
them." 

She's also pleased with the 
warm reception she has 
received when she arrived on 
campus. 

" Everyone has been friendly 
and most helpful" she declared. 
"And I find I'm learning a great 
deal along with the students." 

Although Ms. Willis teaches 
both daytime and evening 
classes, she still finds time to 
play bridge and golf. 

"It's nice to be back in Texas 
City," she declared, adding 
with a smile: "Only 18 months 
and 1800 miles ago, when I was 
working in Washington, I never 
dreamed I'd be returning." 
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New Fad Arrives 
By JOE HENSLEY 

Comet Staff 
Lately there has been quite a 

furor over all the South Viet• 
namese orphans and the many 
Americans eagerly adopting 
them. Every time one is 
adopted in a city or town and it 
is the first or only orphan, the 
child gets the front page. 
However there is a story lurking 
on the back pages of thE 
paper: that of the many 
American orphans who are left 
without parents. 

Why is it that because the 
child is from a different country 
or because it's like a toy, 
"something new", that people 
are flocking to get their share? 
Sure it's good to help them, but 
does it juatif,y the ignoring of 
our own orphans who have had 
their own share of misery too? 

I think it's really a shame that 
war has to pen some peoples' 
hearts to accept someone as 
they are. Let's hope that in the 
spirit of giving these refugees 
have started, will not end when 
they run out of Vietnamese 
orphans to give away. 

'Nothing against the Vietnam kids, but I wish we could become a popular fad' 

However, there is another 
side to this story. Adoption laws 
in the U.S. differ from state to 
state. Most are either too strict 
or inadequate. Most state laws 
make it very hard to adopt a 
child. It took my parents three 
years to get me and that was 
nineteen years ago. After that, 
I was with them nine months 
before I was legally theirs. Why 
is it so easy to get a Vietnamese 
orphan and so hard to get an 
American child? In some 
states, the severity of their 
adoption laws have caused baby 
selling operations to pop up. 
Some bauie1> have been sold for 
as much as $25,000. The people 
who suffer most are the 
children. I just hope that those 
who don't get a Vietnamese 
orphan will be moved enough to 
endure the legalities of an 
American adoption. 

Being adopted and knowing 
many other adopted children, I 
can't begin to tell you the joy we 
share to be wanted and to have 
a good home. I know that I am 
glad that someone cared enough 
to wade through the red tape 
that the state of Texas throws in 

{CARTOON COURTESY OF THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE). front of loving people who want ---------------------------- ~~~~~~~ 

• 

- - - - - of the love they have with 

FACT from Page 7 CENTENNIAL ~~~~· II f another. , ~TS ~ t~~~~~~~-

Little Dictators Ben Franklin, pioneer 
American printer and jour
nalist, not only had a nose for 
news but also a musical ear for 
news. As a boy he peddled on 
the street printed copies of a 
ballad he wrote chronicling 
Ameri~a•s earliest tragedy, the 
drowmng of the keeper of the 
Boston light and five com
panions in 1718, The World 
Almanac reports. 

l 
OPINION 

Oliver Evans of Philadelphia, 
successful inventor of a self
propelled amphibious dredge in 
1805, produced an un
derestimated hint of modern 
transportation. Evans 
predicted, "The time will come 
when people will travel in 
stages moved by steam 
engines, from one city to 
another, almost as fast as birds 
fly, fifteen or twenty miles an 
hour", The World Almanac 
notes. 

Smith Gets Help 
To Bob Smith 

Director of Student Life 
Your remarks last issue (Bob 

Smith, Director, Student Life) 
were well founded. Thank you 
for speaking out. But this issue 
has hit a new low-reference 
"Third Party Slate", in par• 
ticular. 

"I'm proud to be an American 
-." Not only is this ditty hack• 
neyed and tasteless, but purely 
un-journalistic. I suggest the 
author change his major as his 
future is definitely not in un
seating Walter Cronkite. 

In fact, part of the author's 
wish has come true; he writes 
with the flair of a dog. It ap
pears to me that our "image" in 
the community most surely be 
enhanced by such blatant 
disrespect and journalistic 
ineptness, to say nothing of 
pseudo-counter-revolutionary 
corn. 

I expect full well that I'll get 
the same professional, 
sphisticated response as you did 
with your comments-so I'll 
offer in advance (B.S.)2 

Bob Wennagel 

By RAY DOBYNS 
Comet Staff 

What's it like to be a dictator? 
What is a dictator anyway? 
How does one become one? 
Damn if I can figure it out, but it 
must pay well. 

Look at how many we have 
had and still have. Why it's all 
the way from a leader of a large 
country to a little backwoods 
politician. Hell, I knew a few in 
the army. 

What is that hidden inter-act
ivity that exists in a few people 
that will cause them to have 
drive or ambition or dreams 
which can push them to goals 
the majority would not have? 

To me, it's a lot more fun to sit 
around a family bar with a 
friend that can play a guitar, 
then to have life or death 
decisions over a person or a 
country. 

How does that old song go 
about "The gleam from your 
chandelier cast a light up on the 

Raving Ray 
Replies 

By RAY DOBYNS 
Comet Staff 

I must say it is very refresh• 
ing to receive such frank replies 
to articles written in our "Main
land Comet." Since I cannot 
find Mr. Wennagel's name in 
the Student Director, it must 
mean our circulation has in
creased to outside the campus. 

As for as my unseating Walter 
Conkite, I thank you for 
thinking I have such high ideals 
this early in a new career. 

You write very well, Mr. 
Wennagel, and it is always a 
pleasure to publish letters from 
people with a flair for writing 
what they think. . 

painting on your wall?" Do 
'these guys ever get to Heaven 
or do they really care? 

ls it money or is it power? Can 
these fellows answer? Can the 
sheriff who lays the crooked 
speed traps or gives the illegal 
tickets sleep at night? I knew a 
District Attorney in Pla· 
quemine Parish in Louisiana 
who made life or death decis• 
ions over his area. He was the 
dictator of the whole area. He 
died rich. Get a ticket in Iber• 
ville Parish and the sheriff sets 
bail at $3,000. This sheriff is part 
owner of the bonding company. 
He'll die rich. 

County Juiiges, Governors, 
Senators-how many do you 
know from your own home 
areas that can make a million 
bucks on a salary of $15,000 a 
year? 

Little dictators. Some go to 
jail. But is it any wonder that 
the people in high government 
positions support dictators? 
They have been exposed to 
these people all their lives. If 
they didn't come from the small 
town influence, they came from 
the big city gangs. 

How much is ly.ing around in 
Swiss banks? If anybody went 
to war with Switzerland the 
whole world would be forced to 
react with vengence. How much 
gold did that past President of 
South Vietnam steal and take 
with him to Formosa? It's going 
to cost this country hundreds of 
millions to take care of ''his 
people. 

Tonight wh.ile I write this 
article, I am wearing the 
uniform of a weekend warrior. 
Sometimes you wonder, it 
might be nice to be one of those 
dictators, but not for me. 

I can only feel pity: pity for 
the people who follow a dictator, 
pity for the soles he has 
destroyed, pity for the global 
countries that support him. 
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COM Golfers Win Fourth Place 
By MATTHEW COOPER 

Comet Staff 
The COM Golf team showed 

fourth in the G.C.J.C.I.C. golf 
tournament held May 6 at the 
Columbia Lakes Country Club. 

The team played with one 
player short and having enough 
players to make a full team bas 
been a constant headache for 
Bill Spillar. 

"I think we bad the most solid 
golfer (in the tournament) in 
Ray Lease" Spillar said. Lease 
finished as second medalist in 
the conference. Other golfers 

who played for the Comets this 
season were Mike Reed, Tim 
DeLaune, Randy Southerland 
and Don Doyle. 

The Comets placed fourth in 
every tournnament this 
season." The main reason was 
you are supposed to have five 
(golfers) and we bad four" 
Spillar commented. The team 
with five players has its highest 
score dropped. 

Spillar added that hopefully 
next year the Comet golf team 
will have women players 
representing COM as well as 
men. 

Many Summer Courses Offered 
A broad range of credit 

courses in all divisions will be 
offered at College of the 
Mainland in two summer 
sessions, June 3 through July 9 
and July 11 through August 15. 

Applications for the first sess
ion are now being accepted for 
registration on June 2. The 
Admissions Office in the Ad· 
ministration Building is open 
from 8: 00 a.m. to 8: 00 p.m. on 
Monday through Thursday and 
8:00 a.m. to 5: OOp.m. on Friday. 

A few courses to be offered 
include Accounting, Art (Basic 
Design and Sculpture). 
Biology, Chemistry, English, 
History, Math (Algebra to 
Calculus) Political Science, 
Sociology and Typing. All 
courses in the Academic 
Program are transferable for 
credit. 

"Our summer sessions should 
be of particular interest to 
graduating high school seniors 
who are planning to go to 
college this fall," commented 
George Thomas, Associate 
Dean for Academic Programs." 
"Whatever majo7 they choose, 
they will have to take English 
131 and History 135 & 136. Our 

summer sessions are a fine 
opportunity for those who wish 
to get a head start on their coll· 
ege education," Thomas ob
served adding that courses 
taken at COM are transferable 
to all institutions in Texas. 

"College of the Mainland has 
prided itself on carefully 
planned courses, a highly qu&li· 
fied faculty and an individ· 
ualized approach to instruct
ion," Thomas noted. "A student 
can lay a very solid foundation 
by beginning college under 
these condlUon&-whereever 
he goes after the summer on our 
campus." 

Thomas added that COM's 
sessions should be of interest to 
university students returning 
home for the summer. 

"Many college students work 
during the sum mer and our 
program takes this fact into 
consideration by scheduling 
many courses in the evening." 

Detailed information 
regarding courses offered and 
registration procedures can be 
obtained by calling 936-1211, 
Ext. 266 (in Dickinson and the 
Clear Lake area, the toll-free 
number is 337-1631). 

COM Teachers Are 
State Racquetball Champs 

Dao Travaille, Chairman of 
College of the Mainland's Divis
ion of Health and Physical 
Education and Suzanne Storey, 
instructor in the Division, 
emerged as Texas State 
Champions in the state-wide 
Racquetball Tournament 
recently held in San Antonio. 

Travaille bested 55 entries in 
the Men's "C" Division, win· 
ning five matches, to acquire 
his title. Ms. Storey beat 10 
entries in three matches to 

claim her championship. 
The tournament, which was 

sponsored by the Racquetball 
and Handball Club of San An
tonio and the International Rac
quetball Association, drew 
more than 200 players from all 
over the state. 

Other COM participants in· 
cluded Bill Montague, Instruct
ional Assistant in the Division of 
Health and Physical Education, 
and Richard Poth, Director of 
Cooperative Education. 

Nine-Ball Vs. Bingo 
Sitting around watching a 

bingo game can really make a 
person wonder. All these diH· 
erent games people play with 
such dramatic feelings. 

The last printing of "Nine 
Ball" compared our game of 
pool with golf. Bingo playing 
nuts are just as bad-not just as 
bad-ten times as bad. 

If you have never been to a 
bingo game, you should. 
Usually you spend $2.50 and 
;hey give you three cards. The 
markers are free. 

Spend 25 cents on a pool table 
and you ,tet 15 balls olus one. 
The chalk and "chaw" are free. 

Sit down with the bingo cards 
and boredom sets in. "Und-e-r 
t-h-e B~." Boy, you start 
looking for B6. By the time you 
are halfyway down the second 
card; "Und-e-r t-h-e- 0-75." 

You're almost dead. 
Bang-the cue balls break. 

Your shot! Now you can show 
your stuff. You shoot. One ball 
goes in. You shoot again. You 
mill, but that's o.k. Time for a 
glass of beer anyway. 

"Und--e--r t--h--e-N-45." 
What the devil was that second 
number he called? "Gosh, 
where is that waiter?" You look 
around. No one is talking-

smiling-or looking side to side. 
"Boy, that beer was good." 

You shoot. You make another, 
then another. Everyone Is 
having a good time. "Show 
dem, baby." "Where did you 
find that fish." 

Bingo-boy you finally figured 
out that second number. You're 
lost for sure now. Gosh, look at 
that next table. Those women 
are playing 10-12 cards each. No 
wonder they can't talk or have 
fun. 

Now if you were the pool 
player, (you would have to be 
because the bingo player went 
for the sole reason his wife 
made him take her), and you 
went home, you would be in 
trouble. 

She is going to ask you where 
you have been. You are going to 
tell her with the boys playing 
pool. She is going to know how 
much it cost. You tell her $5. 
Boy, she gets mad. 

You ask her how was her 
night out? She is going to tell 
you in a very mean voice that 
she and the girls went out and 
played bingo. She will tell you 
they laughed, cut up and it 
certainly didn't cost much. She 
only played 12 cards. 

Nine ball, corner pocket. 
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No determination for the 
location of a permanent seat of 
the government of the United 
States was made by Congress 
until 1790. After long discussion 
Congress passed an act, ap
proved July 16, 1790 stating 
"That a district of territory, not 
exceeding 10 miles square, to 
be located as hereafter directed 
on the river Potomac ... 
accepted for permanent seat of 
the government of the United 
States ... " The World 
Almanac notes that the federal 
government was transferred to 
the District of Columbia on the 
first Monday of December, 
1800. 

e;rmNNIAL CTS 

See FACT, Page 4 

Exciting Volleyball Game Here Wednesday 
MATTHEW COOPER 

Comet Staff 
The excitement lasted down 

to the very end in the staff 
vs.student volleyball game held 
May 7, culminating in a three 
game staff victory. 

Staff players won the first two 
games 15-4 and 15-11. The 
students rallied to win the next 
two 15-9 and 15-6. The deciding 
game was a tight one with the 
lead changing hands four times. 

The staff players jumped 
ahead mid-game with a 6·9 
score. Sara Alexander led the 
students to a 10-11 score to bring 
her team back into contention. 
Student players went on to 
reach game point first, but blew 
their chance on a missed play. 
The staff team then brought the 
game to a 14-14 tie. Loretta 
Davis served the deciding point 
and the game ended in a 14-16 
staff win. 

Teams were evenly matched 
with about 11 women serving on 
each. Donnie Spriggens was the 
student team coach and Lloyd 
~ngoion coached for the staff. 
Byron Thompson officiated the 
game and Leroy August was the 
scorekeeper. 

In all, about 30 student and 
faculty spectators watched the 
game at various times. Much 
spirit was shown by fans as they 
cheered their respective side 
on. 

Joyce Scores For Stan 
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Teague Appointed 
To State Board 

Paul Teague, • Trustee of 
College of the Mainland since its 
inception, ha• been appointed to 
the Coordinating Board, Texas 
College and University System 
by Governor Dolph Briscoe, 
with the Senate coo.firming the 
appointment last Wednesday. 

Teague, who i1 Business 
Manger of Local 347, Inter· 
naUonal Union of OperaUng 
Engineer, will fill a vacancy in 
the 18-member Boa.rd created 
by the resignation of L.B. 
Meadows of Dallas whose term 
expires in September. If re
appointed at that Ume, Teague 
would serve for six years. 

In accepting a position on the 
Coordinating Board, the highest 
state authority in matters of 
public higher education, Teague 
brings to an end a close lnvolve
m ent with College of the 
Mainland which spans 11 years. 
In 1964, he was a member of the 
initial Steering Committee 
which worked to gain public 
acceptance of the proposed 
college. A year later, he w11 
appointed to COM's Board of 
Trustees and participated In the 
unsuccessful bood Issue In the 
Spring of 1968 and the succ
essful issue which followed in 
the fall. In March of 1966 the 
Board hired the first employees 
and College of the Mainland 
opened its doors In the fall of 
1987. Last month, Teague com• 
pleted a two-year term as 
President of the Board. 

In talking about his new 
appointment, Teague readily 
admits that severing his offlci
ial ties with College of the Main
land will be difficult. 

"What I'm going through Is 
very similar to what I Imagine 
parents feel when their young
sters grow up and leave home. 
They've put a lot of care, 
nurturing and concern Into 
them," he observed, "and when 
the close tie is severed, no 
matter bow proud the parents 
are to see their children become 
self-sufficient, there's a void 
left behind which only time can 
fill." 

He quickly added that he is 
looking forward to the new 
challenge and ill confident he'll 
be able to make a contribution. 

"My new a;signme-nt will be 
llmllar to wbat I have beea 

doing here, only on a larfer 
scale," he observed, adding 
that he would always have a 
special interest in commun.lty 
colleges and their development. 

"I imagine I'll be doing a 
great deal of listening and 
learning at first, but I know I'll 
be able to find an area in which I 
can make a substantial input," 
he said. 

The Coordinating Board is 
responsible for recommending 
statewide policies for higher 
education; advising on financial 
needs; approving new degree 
programs; recommending the 
establishment, discontinuance 
or uniting of public institutions; 
authorizing the creation of 
public junior college districts 
and adopting the standards for 
the operation of public Junior 
colleges; supervising the ad
ministration of a variety of fed
erally-supported higher educat• 
ion programs and administer
ing the state's college student 
loan program. 

In commenting on the future 
of College of the Mainland, 
Teague declared its potential 
was beyond what he could 
envision. 

"College of the Mainland is 
one of the most dynamic and 
responsive institutions I know
and yet I feel it has only begun 
to scratch the surface in, for 
example, the areas of technical· 
vocational and continuing 
education." 

Teague puffed thoughtfully on 
his pipe before offering his 
penonal vision of the college's 
future. 

"I see a tremendous growth in 
our parallel transfer program 
now that the University of 
Houston at Clear Lake City is 
eatai:i:!med. In fact , looking 
down the road ten to 15 years, I 
think the exception will be stu
dents NOT coming here for 
their first two years and then 
going on to the UH-CLC for their 
baccalaureate degree," he 
declared. 

" I see encouraging signs that 
the public is becoming more 
aware of a very special attitude 
and concern that the College 
has !or its students, many of 
whom come here from other 
i.-1stitutions for summer classes 
and decide to staJ beca111e of 

f 

the personal, individualized 
atmosphere they experience for 
the first time," he explained, 
adding that he hoped the college 
would never lose its unique 
quality in the process of growth. 

Teague's pride in the college 
is deeply-felt and he expresses 
it openly. 

"I look at my work with Coll
ege of the Mainland as some
thing rve done for my children 
and their children. It's not often 
that one has a chance to create 
something lasting to pass on to 
future generations and I con
sider myself fortunate to have 
had the opportunity In my 
lifetime." 

Teague and his wife, Shirley 
Faye, have a son and daughter 
attending Texas City High 
School. 

Teague's early years were . 
spent in Borger, which is 50 
miles northeast of Amarillo. He 
graduated from Phillips High 
School, attended West Texas 
State University In Canyon and 
came to Texas City in 1958 to 
assume his present position. In 
1986, he was selected to attend 
the Harvard Trade Union 
Program, a challenging four
month program offered by 
Harvard's School of Business 
Administration. 

Reaction to Teague's appoint
ment on the part of Board 
members and College officials 
is a mixture of pride and loss. 

Jim Simpson , well-known 
Texas City attorney who has 
worked with Teague on the 
Board for many years, summed 
up the general feeling when he 
noted: "Paul Teague Is the 
ablest man who has ever served 
on the Board of College of the 
Mainland. His loss will be 
keenly felt but offset by the 
.contribution he will be able tc. 
make on a larger scale as a 
member of the Coordinating 
Board." 

Dr. Fred A. Taylor, President 
of COM and one of the first 
persons to be employed by the 
newly-formed Board in 1968, 
stated simply: "Paul Teague is 
one of those few but un
forgeta ble examples of the right 
man being at the right place at 
the right time. He made a dlff
erence which will never be 
for1otten." 

Joe Rotramel Humors Two of His Fans 

Grads 
beart, Donald Dean (AA); 
Farrar, Gregory Patton (AA); 
Hill, Erskin Charles (AAS· 
Drafting and Design Tech
nology)p Pheneger, George 
Nathan (AA); Pheneger, Judith 
Ann (AA); Rast, Harold 
Edward (AA); Rigsby, Schnell 
E. (Diploma-General Office 
Clerical Program ) ; Rosen, 
Carol Jean (AA); Tyson, 
Beverly Ann (AAS-Nursing); 
Vandezande, Lyle Morris 
(AA); Wallis, Marti M. (AAS· 
Nursing); 

FRIENDSWOOD: Cole , 
Cecilia L. (AAS-Nursing) ; 
Fowler, Colin F. (AA); 

GALVESTON: Botting, 
Donna M. (Diploma-General 
Secretarial Program); Roe, 
Charles A. III (AA); Wawracz, 
Denny L. (Diploma--Offset 
Printing) ; 

HITCHCOCK: Langford, 
Mlchelene J. (Diploma-Offset 
Printing) ; Mickens, Stephanie 
L. (Diploma-General Office 
Clerical Program); Moser, 
Michael Lee (AAS-Data 
Processing); Peterson, Wayne 
(AAS-Welding Technology); 
Reed, William Michael (AAS
Welding Technology); Ricicar, 
Nancy Faye (Diploma, General 
Secretarial Program); 
Rodriquez, Gardenia B. (AA); 
Thomas, Dianne (Diploma-Off
set Printing); 

HOUSTON: Bagby, Emelia 
Marie (AAS-Nursing); Brown, 
Rodney Loren (AA); Buehler, 
Danele M. (AA); Chapelle, 
Susan Catherine (AA); Ermis, 
Thomas P . ( AAS-Nursing) ; 
Kll1ore, John M. (AA); 

HUNTSVILLE: Sawyer, 
Boyd Jackson (AAS-Law En• 
forcement); 

KEMAH, Ketchey, Janice E. 
(Diploma-Graphic Arts) ; 

LA MARQUE: Bales, Cath· 
erine M. (AA) ; Barrett, Harold 
Yvette (AA); Bean, Ellena 
Joyce (AA ); Bills, Debbie 
Elaine (AA); Burns, Patrick B. 
( Diploma-Graphic Arts) ; 
Chionsini, Lisa Caryl (AA) ; 
Damewood, Clyde A. ( AA); 
Deats, Wallace W. (AAS-Law 
Enforcement); Ferrino, David 
R. (AAs-Drafting and Design 
Technology); Foy , Jim my 
( AAS-General Business ); 
Green, James Michael (AAS
Law Enforcement); Hall, Billy 
B. (AA) ; Hinds, Henry L. (AAS
Data Processing ) ; Hughes, 

. Dale G. (AA); Jamison, Evelyn 
R. (Diploma-Offset Printing; 
Johnson Robert L. (AA); Kot
larich, Steve J . III (AAS-Dtaft
ing and Design Technology) ; 
LeLeux, John O. Jr. (AA); 
Lieban, Carol Ann (AAS
Nursing); Mack, Connie Joyce 
(AAS-Nursing) ; Malveaux, 
Joseph A. ( AA); Massey, 
Phillip L. (AAS-Welding Tech
nology); McGarvey, William 
(AA); Nichols, John M. (AA); 
Perthuis, Donald Scott ( AA) ; 
Pitts, Eva Jean (Diploma-Gen
eral Secretarial Program) ; 
Pruitt, Mickie Diane (AA) ; 
Rex, Karen Ann (AA); Riccio, 
Pat M. (AA); Savcbenko, Jan 
D. (AA); Spurrell, Carrie J . 
(AA); Treaccar, Janet Lynn 
(AA) ; Valsin, Mary A. ( AA); 
Walker, Paul W. (AA); West, 
Cheryl J . ( AA); White, Cynthia 
M. (AA); Wilbur, Taryn F. 
(AAS-Nursing ); Williams, 
Daphen Ann (AA); Willis. Mary 
Ann (AAS-General Business) ; 

LEAGUE CITY: Buchwald, 
Linda (AAS)Nursing); Fallen, 
Earl F. (AAS-Mid-Management 
Program); PASADENA: Cox, 
Roy D. (AAS-Automotive Tech
nology) ; Sunhelrn, Michael E. 
(AA) ; SEABROOK: Fox, Lynn 
Carol (AAS-Nursing); 

TEXAS CITY: Alexander, 
Sarah B. (AA ) ; Anderson, 
Debra Lynn (AA); Anderson, 
Jerome (AA); Bailey, Jeanette 
Ray (AAs-Nuri;ing); Barry, 
Mary Ana (AAS-Nursing) ; Bar
tlett, Joseph W. (AA) ; Bell, 
Carol L. (Diploma-General 
Office Clerical Program); 
Bierman, Steven C. (AA); 
Blanton, Larry (AA); Burton, 
Charles D (AAS-Mid-Manage• 
ment Program ); Carrell, Sheri 
B. (AA); Carrier, Judy G. 
(Diploma-Offset Print)ing); 
Clark, Clifton J. (AA); Clark, 
Daphine L. ( AA ); Colvin, 
Raymond L. (AAS-Law En
forcement); Cook, Carol J. 
(Diploma-General Secretarial 
Program ) ; Crisp, Pamela J . 
(AAS-Nursing) ; Davidson, 
Michael Jay (AA) ; Davies, 
Claudis S . (AA ); Dawson, 
Michele L. (AAS-Mid-Manage
ment Program) ; Dehner, 
Christie Ann ( AAS-Data 
Processing); Dore, Cheryl L. 
( Diploma-Offset Printing); 
Doyle,Donald Robert (AA); 
Dwyer, Peg! S. (AAS-Legal Sec
retary); Evans, David Joe 
(AA); Flores, Carlos, Jr. 
(Diploma-Offset Printing) ; 
Gallaway, Gay A. (AAS-Law 
Enforcement) ; Galvin, Dianne 
C. (AA) ; Hamilton, Robert T. 
(AA) ; Henderson, Darlene 
(Diploma-General Secretarial 
Program) : Ho-Gland, John W. 
(AAS-Law Enforcement); 
Hogan, Connie (niploma•C'ri'n• 
eral Secretarial Program); 
Horner, Michael D. (AA) ; Hsu, 
In Hsin (AA); Hunter, Sidney 
Kyle (AA); Hutchison, Diana P . 
(Diploma-General Secretarial 
Program ); Johnson Joyce A. 
(AAS-Accounting); Johnson, 
Marci Anne (AAS-Mid-Manage
ment Program ) ; Loving, John 
S. (AA); Mandubourg, Naomi 
Ruth (AA) ; Matteson, James P . 
(AA); McNeel, Raymond (AA) ; 
Michell, Stephen H. (AAS-Elec
tronic Technology) ; Moore, 
Pamala S. ( AA); My1:r~, Kay A. 
( AA); Nagel, James Robert 
(AA); Newsome, Brenda J . 
(Diploma-Offset Printing ); 
O'Steen, Myra Ann ( AA) ; Polk, 
Debroah Ann ( AA) ; Pollom, 
Toni J . (AA); Renfro, Marjorie 
Ann (Diploma-Offset Printing); 
Ricke, Janet N. (AA); Rod• 
riguez, Raul (Diploma-Offset 
Printing); Sanders, Ber
nardette (AAS-Medical Secre
tary) ; Searles, Harry R. (AAs
Accounting ) ; Simpson, Bar
bara Nell (Diploma-General 
Office Clerical Program ); 
Specht Vera L. (Diploma-Offset 
Printing); Spittler, Gary W. 
(Diploma-Offset Printing) ; 
Stafford, Jo M. (AA); Sula, 
Doris E . ( AAS-Nursing) ; 
Sullivan, Vickie (AAS-Law 
Enforcement}; Valdes, John 
Anthony (AA); Vann, Zendall 
E. ( AA); Villarreal, Margaret 
(AAS-Medical Secretary ) ; 
Walter, Antionette ( AA) ; 
Wilson, Charlsie L. (AAS
Accounting); Wilson, Patrick L. 
(Diploma-Offset Priming); 

WEBSTER: Engel, Thomas 
C. (AA); Morris, Denny Sue 
(AAS-Nursing). 
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Are Activity Fees Biased? 
Have you ever wondered what 

the activity f.ees on your tuition 
receipt was for? I am par• 
licularly referring to those 
students between the late 
twenties and the fourties. For 
the younger group of students 
there are assorted activities 
and announcements out about 
these activities. The senior 
citizens have many activities 
that we read about. Buy what 
about the in-between group? 

fhat most of wese students 
were in night classes and 
worked days. Therefore, time is 
a factor against these activities. 

He said that if enough 
students in this age group 
wanted activities he would be 
most happy to provide them. I 
ask Bob where our activity fees 
were going. He explained that 
they were going to other 
resources such as the cost of 
pulling the Comet together 
having an economic snack bar, 
and hundreds of other things 
that keep College of the 
Mainland operating. 

COM Basic Grant 
,Qualifications Set 

According to Bob Smith, who 
is in charge of organizations 
and clubs, there just wasn't any 
particular activities for the in· 
between group. Of course, we 
(and I am in this group) are 
welcome to join in the activities 
of other age groups. 

He said the reason there 
wasn't any activities was 
because they had tried various 
programs and they had failed 
du~ to lack of participation. 

However, if we want these 
activities the funds would be 
available. All that is necessary 
is for enough students to see 
Bob Smith in the college center, 
room 115 and let him know that 
you would like to see these 
activities evolve. I feel they 
would give us a sense of 
helonging to the student body. 

This is the first of a series 
of articles dealing with the 
various types of financial 
aid avaiable to students in 
our college, university, 
tech-vocational and some 
extent our high school 
system. In this first article, 
the Comet will deal with 
the Basic Educational 
Grant. 
One of the first grants the 

applicant should apply for is 
the Basic Educational Grant. In 
fact, this is the first form that 
will be given to the prospective 
student at the time he applies 

for financial aid. Like the name 
implies, this is a basic grant, 
which though it will not cover 
yoLLr college expenses, can be 
combined with other grants, 
loans, or schlorships to work 
toward giving the student a 
complete aid package. 

Of course, the first step in 
apply is to pick up your Basic 
Grant application which can be 
found at the Financial Aid 
Office of the school you plan to 
attend or possibly atone of your 
local high schools. The Texas 
Rehabilitation Commission 
should also have copies to 
furnish you. 

COM Gym Has New Policy 

2000 Year 
Old Art 

Ro~ert Pryor, student body 
president, announced that 
regular student ID's are no 
longer valid a,fter 5 p.m. for use 
of gym facilities. The gym is 
open on Monday and Wed· 
nesday eveings only because 
classes are Reld there the rest of 
the week. There is a $2.50 
charge for locker and towel 
usage, which is optional. 
However, due to an increase in 
the tihefts and vandalism, it will 
now cost an additional $5.00 for 
an adult recreational I.D. card. 

door of the gym and stealing 
towels and personal effects 
from lockers. The spokesman 
also said that this side door is to 
be outfitted with an alarm 

. system. 
Pryor expressed concern over 

the high cost of the new I.D. 
cards. Instructor Manuel Urbina has 

an interesting avocation. A 
teacher of American and Latin 
American histories, Urbina 
collects artifacts from the pre
Columbian and pre-Aztec 
societies of Mexico. 

He first became interested in 
collecting these artifacts while 
he was a student at the National 
University of Mexico. Since he 
is a native of Mexico, Urbina 
was naturally interested in 
Mexican history, and from 
there, became more involved in 
the history of Mexican art. 

One of the most interesting 
pieces in his collection is the 
figure of a man with a turtle
shell drum. This particualar 
piece is over 2000 years old and 
was found in Nayarit, the 
western portion of Mexico. The 
figure was part of the Aztec 
funeral rite, and has a hollow 
area at the top for collecting the 
tears of those who mourned the 
deceased warrior. Figures such 
as these were the last things to 
be placed in the tomb before it 
was sealed. 

Urbina also has a collection of 
coins dating to the reign of 
Phillip II, during the latter part 
of the 1SOO's. These coins were 
hand made individually by 
ham mering the seal of Phillip II 
into slightly heated silver. 
All of these artifacts, plus 

those owned by others, were 
displayed recently at the 
Nessler Civic Center during 
the celebration of Mexico's 
independence from Spain in 
1810. The festivities were co
sponsored by COM and various 
Mexicl!n•American organiza· 
tions in Texas City. 

As ol yet, lhe hope for a 
permanent museun of Mexican 
heritage is but a dream. 

However, Mr. Urbina feels that 
since a great number of people 
in our area are of Mexican 
descent, a permanent museum 
would be benificial and en• 
tertaining to all residents of our 
vicinity. He is working toward 
that goal, and hope to see it 
become reality in the near 
future. 

Pryor spoke to a person 
identified only as a "gym 
super\visor", who told him that 
people are sneaking in the side 

"It seems to me that this is a 
progressive tax to limit the 
number of people who use our 
gym. How is a $5.00 I.D. card 
going to prevent theft?" He 
plans to take the matter up with 
the administrative council at 
the next meeting of that 
organization. 

SHOWS WORKS-MANUEL Urbina displays autbeatle pre-Colombian 
artifacts from his growing collection. Flanking the two ancient pieces are 
fine Aztec reproductions which may be seen in the COM collection. 

This form is fairly simple and 
instructions are given to help in 
completion. Personal financial 
information required on the 
form will not be released to the 
school or any state agency 
where aid is being requested. 

Results of the application 
should reach the prospective 
student within four to five 
weeks. If the grant is approved, 
then a copy of the approval 
(called the Student Eligibility 
Report) should be submitted to 
the Financial Aid Office at the 
school you plan to attend. This 
is where the amount of this 
particular grant is calculated. 
It is estimated the awards for 
the 1975-76 school year will 
range between $50-$800. This, 
being a grant, does not have to 
be repaid. 

There are a few qualifications 
that must be met by the ap
plicant before can be granted. 
The following criteria was 
copied from the Basic Grant 
application of the Dept. of 
Health, Education, and 
Welfare. 

1. You have established your , 
financial need by means of the 
Basic Grant application. 

2. You began or will begin 
your post-high school education 
alter April 1, 1973. There are 
exceptions to this requirement, 
however. These exceptions are: 
(a) if you were enrolled prior to 
April 1, 1973, in a course of study 
( whether or not for credit) 
which was remedial in nature) 
( b) if you were enrolled, prior to 
April 1, 1973, in a course of study 
(whether or not for credit) 
which was designed to prepare 
you for regular enrollement in 
an instution of postsecondary 
education; (c) if you were 
enrolled prior to April 1, 1973, in 
an institution of postsecondary 
education while still enrolled in 
high school; or, (d) if you were 
enrolled, prior to April 1, 1973, 
in an institution of post• 
secondary education which was 
not eligible for participation in 
the Basic Ecucational Op• 
protunity Grant Program prior 
to April 1, 1973. 

3. You will be enrolled in an 
eligible program at one of the 
over 5,000 colleges, universities, 
vocational, technical, or career 
training schools which have 
been determined elibible for the 
Basic Grant Program. 

4. You are a U.S. Citizen or 
are in the United States for 
other than a temporary purpoae 
and inte~d to become a per
manent resident or are a per
manent resident of the n-u.t 
Territories of PacJfic Islands. 

Further specific information 
·-you may be interested in may 
be obtained by wri.ting to: 
BEOG, P .O. Bo:a:M, Wulaiqtc)!1 
D.C.20044. 
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Comet Begins New Term 
Dwa,-Cobla 

CoaetS&aff 
Well, dear devoted readen, a new term has begun. and with 

it comes a new ,ear of the llalDland Comet. If you will kindly 
hold :vour apD}ause until the end. it will be easier to continue. 

'lbcleol.youwboarenewtoCOM,· and those of 
:vou who hue just learned to read, do not realise what you 
mwed last ,ear. A few simple stories you alk? Balderdash and 
poppycock! You. my poor unfortunate friends, milled hilt«)' I 
Not nama and dates, but ezcltement. You milled the thrill of 
battle, the sea foam ID your face, the ecstasy of victory, and the 
agony ol. defeat. I will admit that for the staff, there was more 
agony than ecstasy, but leta forpt that. 

Let me fill you new~omer1 ID on what you milled, those of 
you who read the papers last year ma, turn to the sport.a section. 
You "newies" mlaed such atlrrlnl headlines u "Questions on 
Traffic and P arJdq", ''New ComUtutloa Sought" and "Monster 
ID Eckert Lake". 

You also have mlaed such fine uamples of · journaliat1c 
talent a1 a day ID the life ol CO Ms radio atatloa "K·I-L-0", 
"Dear U.D.", which wu our answer to 'Dear Abby', and our 
raviq rov1q reporter Ray's report on the "Lea,ue City Bar 
and Social Club". 

Now after these eumplea, I am sure that you all are 
cravln& for more, but thla la a new year and we must move on to 
better thfn11. 

Far be It from me how anyone can crltile a paper that 
carries such artlclet aa the afore-mentioned, but they did. I 
a,ree with you, I don't understand either, but they did. It la our 
hopes thla year that the trouble makers have moved on and are 
oo IonA• with ua. 

You may all belln liD&inl "Mine Eyes Have Seen the 
Glory" with the thou,ht ID your head, the promise In your heart, 
and the tears In your eyes that thla will be a 1ood year for all of 
us !>11 the staff. 

Buckshot--
A "Get Acquainted" dance 

was held Sept. 18 in the Student 
Center. Music for the occasion 
was provided by a group called 
"Buckshot". 

This band differed from a 
great number I- have seen 
lately. To begin with, most of 
the members looked less than 
clean, which didn't make a very 
good first impression. The 
music they played brought back 
some very fond memories of 
1973 and before, but was 
mediocre at best. 

Most of the songs they played 
were not easy to dance to, which 
probably accounts for the fact 
that the vast majority of thoae 
present sat around with their 

fingers up their noses. 
The lack of current material, 

accompanied by technical 
difficulties and so-so 
showmanship prompted me to 
leave earlier thar, originally 
planned. 

However, the drummer for 
the group did occasiona'ly 
break away from straight 
"blappity-blap" and get in S(?me 
good licks. As a whole, the 
group did an okay job on some 
of the material, but exhibited 
nothing sp~ctacular. Who 
knows-maybe they had an off 
night it happens to the best of 
'em. At any rate, everyone 
seemed to be having a good 
time. 

Mainland 
Planning 
Activities 
Are you going to get involved 

in the Bi-Centennial activities 
planned this coming year for 
the Mainland area? The local 
Bi-Centennial Steering Com
mittee has a three-fold program 
which includes several sub• 
committees: The Heritage, 
Festival, and horizons. 

The Heritage group is trying 
to restore the old Davision home 
in Texas City. A Railroad 
Museum is being renovated in 
Dickinson also. 

Bob Handy, Our Director of 
Basic Adult Education, is also 
on the Horizons Sub-Committee. 
He Commented that the purpose 
of this group is to try to better 
the quality of life in our com· 
munity. Horizons is actively 
involved in trying to improve 
the outside appearances of this 
area by for example, working 
towards having all unsightly 
telephone and electrical lines 
put underground. This, of 
_course, requires much time and 
money. These improvement 
plans are set to last for thirteen 
more years, however. 

"The Festival's purpose Is to 
celebrate our heritage through 
the fine arts" said Larry 
Stanley, Our Director of the 
Fine Arts Department. Several 
activities are in the planning 
stage involving the months of 
February, March, and 'April. 
Our theatre bas two plays in the 
offing for next year. A one-man 
art show, by artist-in-residence 
Don Thornton is definately set. 
Susan Smeltzer, another artist• 
in-residence is planning a piano 
concert. Our COM Singers and 
Male Choral Ensemble will be 
giving concerts throughout the 
year also. 

The lunar calendar is still 
u,ed to set the dates for tradi
tional festival$ in the Reoublic 
of Olina (Taiwan), in Chinese 
communiUes around the world 
and in Vietnam where the ca
lendar was in use for many 
centuries. 

Bookstore Passes Buck 
on Increased Prices 

Many College of the Mainland 
students gripe about the high 
prices of new books and the low 
price they get when selling 
them back. Are these gripes 
legitimate? 

According to COM Bookstore 
Manager David Rae, students 
should not feel "victimized". As 
for the "high" prices of new 
books, Mr. Rae is limited by an 
average 20 percent mark-up on 
new books, while the retail 
prices of the new books are set 
by the publishers. Mr. Rae says 
that a 20 percent mark-up is 
considered very minimal in 
most retail operations. "Most 
bookstore managers will laugh 
at you when you talk about a 20 
percent mark-up" stated Mr. 
Rae, "and we barely scrape by 
on it!" 

The reason students have 
seen an increase in book prices 
is that publishers have raised 
their prices regularly over the 
past few years since Nixon's 
price freeze was lifted. 

The second big fripe students 
have about the bookstore is that 
they feel they are paid so little 
for used books. When a student 
returns a book he bought, he 
recieves 50 percent of the 
original purchase price. These 
books are then re-priced at 60 
percent of the new book selling 
price. Mr. Rae stated that most 
area colleges mark their used 
books at 75 percent of the new 
price ( a policy which COM 
Bookstore followed until Mr. 
Rae became manager). 

Lois Slawson, Donna Hunter, 
and Gladys Horn are Mr. Rae's 

assistants, and can help 
students find the books they will 
need. The COM bookstore 
carries not only books, but other 
items as well. Among these are 
T-shirts, class rings, art sup
plies, stationery, pens, pencils, 
paper, and much more. 

The bookstore's regular hours 
are as follows: 
Mondays and Thursdays, 8: 30 
am-7: 00 pm, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays, 8: 30 am-4: 30 pm, 
Fridays 8: 30 am-2: 30 pm 

The bookstore remains open 
until registration closes on any 
registration day. Also, the 
bookstore extends its hours 
during the first week of credit 
classes and the first week of 
non-credit classes. 

Obviously a low-budget ftlm, Wlnterhawk ia, nevertheless, 
interesting and entertaining. Set in Montana in the nineteenth 
century, it ls based oµ the story of a Blackfoot chief who sets out 
to buy the white man's cure for smallpox from a band of 
travellinl pioneers. 

Wlnterhawk, the young chief, sets out on the advice of hil 
lrullted friend, a white trader who, some years before, had 
married into the Blackfoot tribe. When be reaches hil 
destinaUon,however, his la thwarted and tricked, which results 
ID the death of two of his braves. In retaliation, Wlnterhawk 
kidnaps a young (and beautiful) girl and her brother, lntendinl 
to hold them for ransom. 

Three-quarters of the movie Involves the flllht of 
Blackhawk and his prl10ners, and pursuit by the settlen 
determined to overtake and save their people, aided by Win• 
terbawk's trapper friend who has agreed to go along to see 
justice done for the Indlan. Meanwhile, the two villain• who 
Initially tricked Wlnterhawk, unknowingly travel alon, the 
same route, at one point coming upon the white trapper'• wife, 
and raping and killing her. 

Through a careless, greedy move, the two unscrupuloua 
characters reveal the death of the trapper's wife by aellinl furs 
they had stolen when they murdered her, and the trapper ls told 
soon after, by the agent who buys the furs. Thua the trapper has 
two causes, and he overtakes the killers, shooting ooe and taking 
the other prisoner. 

It is sooo after this justice takes place that the cllmu belfD• 
buildlng. As stated before, the ftlm la entertalnlng even though 
predictable. At this point It deviate.I from the book and 
progresses to a happy endfnl, something we see to little of In 
films nowadays, in my opinion. 

There are a few technical "goofs" ID thla film, believing the 
time period, the least of which are the deep green ftelds through 
which the parties ride; remember, the place is Montana and the 
time is November. Note also the fences In the background at the 
settler's camp, skillfully camoflaged by the camp activities, but 
there, In evidence, and affixed to metal posts no less. How many 
"goofs" raa you ftnd? 

Letter to the Editor 
Dear Edltor 
In response to Gldget's opionlon and statement concerning 

the "get•acquainted Dance" oo Sept. 18. The SCPC would like to 
inform her that this dance brought one ol. the larsest turnouts to 
the college of a SCPC sponsored dance. We would lilte to think 
that the band attributed to this. !,.s to the comment m..te about 
their dress-we are an equal-opportunity employer and frankly If 
we had to stand up on the stage for four hours we would wear 
tennis shoes too. We're sorry the band didn't suit your tute••
maybe you had an off night-but their crendentlala are excellent. 
We are glad you thought them medlcore, everyone else tbou,ht 
they were ,reat. We love the comment about people stlckiq 
their finger• up their noses, you had them In your ears! '!be 
SCPC wasp 1ealed with the dance, and the band. 

SCPC. 

STUDENT RUSH SUBSCRIPTIONS 
To Four Great Musicals from 
Theatre Under the Stars Only $8.00 

Student Rush subscriptions a re available to all students (grade 
school through college) for the Saturday matinee performance of 
each of TUTS' four indoor shows: 

* SOUTH PACIFIC * LITTLE ME 
OCTI I JAN.) 

•CAROUSEL •WEST SIDE STORY 
f'EB 7 APRIL 3 

Sne up to SZZ. " Rush·· subscribers receive four coupons 
redeemable at the bo, office within 24 hours of each Saturday 
maunee for the best seating available . . . up to a $7.50 value. 
(Si nglc show "student rush" tickets for non-sub<cribers will he 
pnced $2.50 each and may be purchased ONLY on the day of the 
performance.) 

'lioolra • . fl.ndcr • l Don t delay. Order now and SA VE! 

'-'-~'· . ---~/4r3 For Free Brochure and Order Fonn. write or call 

C THEATREUNDERTHESTARS 
1999 W. Gray. Houston 770 I 9 522-0705 

------~-------------------,• 



Hop~s Bounce High For Comets Basketball Team 
Coach Jerry Bryant's 1976 

edition of the Comets will boast 
a primarily new team this year, 
consisting mostly of Houston 
recruits. 

Although the scholarship fund 
was dropped from $1500 to $450, 
the coaches succeeded in 
recruiting some impressive 
players. Byron Thompson and 
Craig Reggins will be the only 
returning players this season. 

Starting the new squad are 
Lanis Hayes, Floyd Patterson, 
and Mike Stanton of Kashmere 
in Houston. All three of these 
recruits played on a Kashmere 
State 4-A Championship team. 
Alonzo Hazley, the biggest man 
on the team standing 6'5¼1" and 
weighing in at 200 pounds, 
transferred from Ranger Junior 
College and previously attended 
Yates in Houston. John Irving, a 
cager from O'Connell, will also 
be joining the new Comet line
up. Irving was a member of the 
O'Connell AU-State Catholic 
Team. 

Some of the local cager talent 
will be seen in William Randall 

from La Marque, Nat Lynch 
from Texas City, Donny 
Springgins from Dickinson, and 
Richard Mangrun from Hit
chcock. Roger Boggess from 
Forest Brook in Houston and 
Benny Reynolds, A recruit from 
Louisiana, will wrap up the line
up. 

Because Galveston Junior 
College dropped their 
basketball program this year, 
there will be no conference in 
this area. However, the Comets 
will still be competing against 
local and state wide teams. 

The C.O.M. Cagers will begin 
competition Nov. 12 against 
Howard County Jr. College in 
Big Springs. Howard County 
bas been rated as one of the 
highest scoring Jr. colleges in 
the nation, scoring over 100 
points a game for five years. 
However, the Comets defeated 
Howard County two out of the 
three games they played last 
year. The team is looking 
forward to a good season and 
attending various state tour
naments. 

Women's Volleyball 
Initiated This Year 

COM is enlarging the sports 
program this year by initiating 
a Women's Volleyball Team. 

There was some sceptisism 
about the team at first, but after 
tryouts there emerged an eight 
girl team. As Suzanne Storey, 
coach of the team, put it. "Eight 
girls are really not enough for a 
team , but the desire and 
willingness to work hard shown 
by these eight convinced her 
that it was well worth it.". 

The Women's Volleyball line-

up will include Julie Dues, 
Georgia and Cindy Dues. Mary 
McGown, Lynn Glazner, Joan 
Oden, Dollie Cain, and Mary 
Selzer. 

Since this is the first year that 
COM has had a Women's ln
tercollegi ate team, Coach 
Storey feels that this will 
mainly be a building year. 
Storey stated that the team bad 
a lot of potential but only time 
will tell if they can get it 
together. 

Volleyball Schedule 
OCTOBER 
Tueaday7 
Wednesday8 
Monday13 
Wednesday 15 
Friday 17 
Mooday20 
Wednesday 22 
Wednesday 22 
Tuuday28 
Wednesday 29 
Friday 31 
Th\D'lday 6 
NOVEMBER 
'ftmndaJ. 

BRIAN SMITH 
TEAii TIIIE . SITE 

Brazo1port 12: 30 Home 
Lee 12: 00 There 

Brazosport 2: 30 There 
San Jacinto North 1: 00 Home 
Alvin Tournament 8: 00 There 

Lee 2: 30 Home 
Alvin 1: 00 · · There 

Alvin 1: 00 There 
Alvin 12: SO Home 

San J ac North 1: 00 There 
Galveston 1: 80 There 

Galveston 2: 30 Here 

JR COM BRIAN l • ITB 
DATE TEAii . SITE · TIIIE 

Nov.12 
Nov.17 
Nov. 21 
Nov.22 
Dec.2 
Dec. 5,8 

Howard Count, Jr cone,e Te:u1 Cit, 7: 30 
Anlelina Jr. - Lufkin 7: ao 

Pemacola Jr. Colleae Texu CltJ 7: ao 
Concordia Lutheran Auatln 7: ao 

Lallar · Vanit1 Beaumont 5: 15 
Brazosoort Colle1e Tournament Freeport TBA 
(Alvin, Blinn, Bruol))Ort, 

Concordit, Gulf Coast Bible, Laredo, TCTI) Laredo, TETI 
Dec. 11,12,13 SanJaclntoJr.CollegeClauic Puadena TBA 

(Tyler, Lee, San Jae) 
Dec.17 North Banis County Texu Cit, 7: ao 

Jan.9 St. Phillip• Jr. College_ TexuCitJ 7:30 
Jan.12 Gary Job Corps Texas Cit, 7:30 
Jan.15 An1ellna Jr. College TexuCitJ 7:30 
Jan.17 Bay RldgeChriatian Co}lege TexatCltJ 7:30 
Jan.20 LaMarUniveraltJ Jr. Varlity Texas Cit, 7:30 

Jan. 26 Univerlit, of Teu1 Jr. Var1lt, AulUn 7:30 

Jan. 29 Alvin Jr. Colle,e Tuu Cit, 7: 30 
Feb. s Alvin Jr. Colleae · Alvin 7: 30 
Feb. 7 Concordia Lutheran · Tuu Cit, 7: ao 
Feb. 9 Gary Job Corp1 Texu City 7: ao 
Feb.14 Bay Ridge Ou11Uan College Kendleton 7: 80 
Feb. 16 North Barrlt County Colle1e Bouton 7: 30 
Feb. 17 St. Phillips Jr. College Aan Antonio 7: 30 
Feb. 21 Southern Bible Tu.as Cit, 7: 30 
Oct. 18 Lee Texas City 2: 00 
Oct.18 Southern Bible Texu City 2: 00 
ATBELIC DIRECTOR: Dan TravaWe-931-1211 ul UT 
COACH: Jerry Bryant-938-1211 en. 419 
TRAINER: Wlllle Bremmeman 
Bremmeama 
COLORS: Blue, Red, White 
LOCATION: 8001 Palmer Hwy. Texas City, Tx 77590 

COM Needs 
Child Care Center 

College of the Mainland is · 
lacking an important facility, a 
child-care center for chlldrep of 
students now attending the 
college and those unable to 
attend due to the lack of this 
facility. 

There are several reasons 
such a program. 1. Disruption of 
classes by children who are 
brought to the college by their 
parents. 2. Inadequate safety 
and supervision of children at 
this facility. 3. An extension of 
the services of the college to the 
parents of young children who 
are now unable to attend. 

Besides being a place where 
students children could be kept 
the ceiater could alao be an 

educational facility. Those 
interested in child development 
could use the center as a 
workshop. Also psychology 
students could learn the 
behavior of children on a first
hand basis. 

Anyone who is interested in . 
finding out about the proposals 
made for such a program 
should contact Bill Spillars in 
Suite C of the Learning 
Resource Center. Those in
terested parties should petition 
the college board about this 
program. 

The need for such a program 
should be in the interest of all 
the ltudenta of tlua coUec•. 

P119J 

COM Begins 
/nfromuro/s -

BRIAN SMITH 
This year, on Tuesday .8JIIII 

Thursday, 7-10 p.m., C.O.IL 
students will be able to p..,.. 
Ucipate in an intramural s~ 
program at the gym. 

The program will include a
ed volleyball, cross coun
running, swimming, arch~ 
and badmiton. In the Spring, ta 
students will be able to choca 
from basketball, softba.1'. 
tennis, weightlifting, and a 
special Free throw contest ul 
racketball tournament. 

The program has not bea 
Fully organized as of now, bdt 
Coach Bill Montague, a.
ordinator of Recreatlozull 
Programs, said that the ia
tram ural1 should begin 
sometime in early October. 

Coach Montague added Uull 
some of these activities will 
have to begin before 7:..GI 
because of the lack of ouubr 
lights in certain areas. 

Student Retreat 
Planned Oct. I. 

Says Pryor 
Robert Pryor, who wn 

elected president of the Studen' 
Government in May of '75, plana 
"a retreat" for the student. 
October 4. Dr. Ginsburg, B@ 
Smith, and Robert Pryor set qp 
the "retreat" at the Holiday Inn 
on Nassa Rd. 1 in Nassau Bay. ' 
This "retreat" is to explain to 
the students elect how the new 
constitution will be working anl 
what their duties will be. Theff 
will be a committee set UJ> at 
this ti!]le also. 

The committee will .consist di 
Dr. Taylor and Robert Pryor. 
Four deans who are; Di:.. 
Calvert, Dr. Korevedt, 1k. 
Brown, and Kr. IIWer. Theft 
will be four volunteers wbo are: 
Don Basa, Richard Ploth, Tom 
Hermin, and Joyce Mason. 

There will allo be four vice
presidents whose namea are.nat 

· available at this time. The 
duties of the vice-prelident will 
be to se"e on the committee, to 
aollcit and achieve input GD 

issues relevent to the com
mission on which they sene, 
and to attend meetings of tile 
Eueutiw, CGaadl. 

COM' volleyball team. Front row; 11817 .lleGo~. Dollie Caln, Lynn Glasner. Geoiral• Dael. 
Row; Mary Sezler, Joan_ Oden, Cindy Dues, and Julie Dues. 
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OPINIONS 
Low Key Election? 
The importance of the forthcoming election in early 

November h•s not yet surfaced in part, because it lacks the 
battle of personalities and political symbolism that are usually 
associated with elections. 

Lack of fanfare may have an adverse effect on the voter 
turnout in the case a small ele::toral turnout. 

The issue to be decided la the acceptance of our new state 
constitution. 

The candidate for office is a mere piece of paper, a paper 
that hH an importance beyond that of any individual candidate, 
for the worda written on this paper govern how, not only those in 
office may operate, but the laws that we all live under. This 
piece of paper, if accepted, will remain in effect, more than 
likely longer than any candidate will remain in office. 

We urge all those who are eligible to vote to do so. We have 
an opportunity to decide which way to vote on an issue based on 
a cold hard written position rather than the likability of any 
political figure. 

Thia is an opprotunity we may not have again for a long time 
110 let us take advantage of it. Please vote we all may need it. 

High Road Low Road 
PROFILE 

We all arrived here by taking 
different roads and we are all 
here for different reasons. This 
is what makes us different and 
interesting and I hope to seek 
out amoung us for some of the 
more interesting stories This 
issue I will start with G.H. 

G.H. is a story of exs. He is an 
ex-miner, wharehouseman, 
Doorman car salesman, in
surence agent, bartender, 
mail boy, printshop helper, 
stockboy, collecter GI, pu1t1per 
of gas cook & fioor sweeper. 

G.H. says "I drank my self 
out of most of those jobs but I 
didn't like any of them any way 
and as it turned out I needed 
each and every one of them to 
get where I am at. 

It turns out that the person 
with the drinking problem is the 
last to know, and so it was with 
me. I had to be hit on the head in 
order to realize what I was 
doing to myself and those 
around me. 

There is a lot of truth to the 
saying that you only hurt the 
one you love and I did. After I 
had lost my wife and son and all 
that I owned, I realized that it 
was time for me to do 
something about my drinking. 

Thal was eighteen months 
ago, and I have not had a drink 

since then. When I stopped 
drinking, the good things 
started to happen like I have a 
new bride that I love and a built 
in family. Most important of all 
I find that I want to give instead 
of take and that in order to give 
I must have something. That is 
why I am here, so as to learn
enough that I might share it. To 
be in school at the age of thirty 
five and discover what I had 
been missing all these years 
and to realize that people are 
really great I guess thats what 
it is all about. 

Vandals 
Strike, 

No Leads 
Vandals did their work in the 

men's restroom, at our first 
school dance. The mirror was 
shattered and a paper dispenser 
kicked in. It really says alot for 
the mentality of some people, to 
be capable of such nonsense. 
One would expect it of junior 
high students, but certainly not 
of college level. 

Our Campus Policeman, Joe, 
said he had no leads as to who 
perpetuated this incident. 

Thornton 
Has One 
Man Show 

C.O.M.'s resident-artist, Don 
Thornton will have a one-man 
exhibition of his artwork at 
Rosenberg Library in 
Galveston. The show will run 
from September 20 thru October 
25. Thornton's favorite medium 
or style of artwork is sculpture 
and examples of his style will be 
exhibited. 

Thornton has an unusual 
material which he uses for his 
sculpture. He takes discarded 
junk and creates something of 
asthetic value. As an artist he 
belives that Americans waste 
too many of their natural 
resources and that they abuse 
what they create and then throw 
it away. Don's idea is to bring 
order to tftings where utter 
chaos exsists and what better 
subject then junk which is 
completely chaotic. The reason 
he works in sculpture and 
prefers is that he believes that it 
is closer to the human form and 
reality. 

Since he believes that bis art 
is more the work of a skilled 
craftsman rather than an artist 
and that hard work is more 
important it would seem that 
his work is like that of our early 
American skilled craftsmen. 

Don graduated from L.S.U. 
and is currently artist-in• 
residence at College of the 
Mainland. This exhibition is the 
latest of some nineteen one-and 
two-man shows. For the United 
States Bicentennial Don has 
created two sculptures for the 
Houston Ballet. One will 
represent a spaceship and is 
called moonscape and the other 
will represent the 1900 
hurricane which devasted 
Galveston island; it will be 
called Ragtime. 

Low-Fat Biscuits 
To make a simple, low-fat 

biscuit, blend 1 carton of your 
favorite fruit flavored yogurt 
with 2 cups enriched self-rising 
flour. If necessary, add 1 to 2 
tablespoons of milk. Bake on 
greaseJ baking sheet in 
preheated 450 degree oven 10 to 
12 minutes. 

=====-0 

How's Your 
Love Life? 

By CAROL SMITH 
ARIES (March Zl-AprD zt) 

Last-minute declaions could bring a turning point in your 
love life now. However, avoid becoming to impulsive. 
Quixoticness could cause friction between you and your lover. 
Keep a tight rein on your urges and adopt a "wait and see•· 
attitude. Your lucky cumber for October is (8). 
TAURUS (April Zl-May Zl) 

You should be very popular on the social front this month. 
There may be extra magnetism provided to attract romantic 
prospects, especially in envi,ronments such as education or 
community involvements. However, you should aim for a 
lighthearted, fiexlble attitude toward love this month. Your 
lucky number for October is 3). 
GEMINI (May Z2-June Zl) 

You should have a lot of vitality this month which will allow 
you to enjoy more social or romantic activities now. There may 
be a third party entering Into your relationship with someone, or 
perhaps you will be the third party entering into someone else's 
romance. Your lucky number for October is (1). 
CANCER (June ZZ--JuJ,' Z3) 

You may find your attitudes toward personal reationships 
changing somewhat this month and that you are meeting new 
types of date prospects. This month favors romance over a 
serious attraction. Your lucky number for October is (8). 
LEO (July U-Aug. Z3) 

You may be somewhat alter-bound these days and taking on 
additional responsibilities. In the event you're determined to 
remain eligible aspects practically guarantee romantic 
pleasure. Your lucky number for October is (6). 
VIRGO (Aug. U-Sept. Z3) 

You certainly shouldn't have any complaints about your 
love life this month Virgo. With all your charm and 
mangnetiam you really have a free hand about the progre111 of 
your romantic inclinations. Your lucky number for October is 
(1). 
LIBRA (Sept. U-Oct. Z3) 

An exiating relationship could be under 11tre111. However thla 
is not a favorable time to begin a new romance. Remember true 
love can overcome all aspects! Your lucky number is (9). 
SCORPIO (Oct. U-Nov. ZZ) 

Try to avoid misunderstandings with your partner and aim 
for clarity in Judging hia her words or behavior. If you are in· 
volved in a meaningful relationship adverse aspects may test 
your feelings for each other. You may be more independent 
while your partner la more demanding. Your lucky number ls 
(8). 
SAGlflARIUS (Nov. Z3--Dec. Zl) 

You are more aggreuive this month in pursuing a new 
attraction. However, aggressiveness Doean'tgo over too well in 
an already started relationship. Avoid tendencies to domineer. 
Marriage could be in th picture for some of you Sagittarian1. 
Your lucky number for October is (9). 

CAPRICORN (Dec. zz-Jan. zt) 
Activities related to travel or education could be fortunate 

sources of new romantic attractions now. Avoid a mlaun
derstanding with your partner; this could stem from lack of 
communications between you. Your lucky number for October 
la (3). 
AQUARIUS (Jan. Zl-Feb. 19) 

There should be plenty of flexibility in your love life this 
month. However, stay clear of becoming too involved or serious 
as these romances will be short-lived. Your Lcky number for 
October is (7). 
PISCES (Feb. ZO--Mar. ZO) 

This month could produce the action you've been waiting for 
onship. If you're in the mood to marry aspects have spotlighted 
this sort of thing. Be flexible in adjusting plans as there could be 
a mix-up beyond the control of either of you. Your lucky number 
is (1). 

Television Season 
Arrives; Improvement? 

By GEORGE BOURNE 
A new TV season has arrived 

as we all new it would. Just like 
Detroit and its new cars; few 
new changes are worth noting. 

Their are however a few new 
shows worth noting and 1 will 
comment on some of these in 
the coming weeks. One of the 
few bright start to appear this 
fall is the Ellery Queen show. 

Can you imagine a crime 
show in this time of violence? It 
is indeed hard but that is just 
what we are treated to in this 
new who-donit. The well 
rounded charaecters are 
Portrayed by J i.m Button as 
Ellery Queen and David Wane 

as lhe father, Inspecter Ellery 
Queen. They are supported by a 
gallaxy of stars who actually 
seem to enjoy theirrolls. 

The time and location of the 
story is of i11terest to myself if 
no oneelse for it is New York of 
the late forties where I grew up 
and I do feel a sense of 
something out of The past. 
Perhaps that is why I like the 
show. The part that I lilte beat is 
at the end when all the clue's 
are in and we are asked if we 
know who did it. 

I have as yet to get Ule correct 
answer but I certainly enjoy 
trying. 
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Faulk Speaks Survey Of Former COM Students 

At Forum 

John Henry Faulk, who was a 
victim of McCarthyism and was 
blacklisted as a broadcaster in 
the 1950's will be the guest 
speaker at College of tlte 
Mainlands' "American Issues 
Porum" Wednesday at 7: 15 
p.m. He will speak in the 
Teachers Auditorium kicking 
off four weeks of topic freedom 
in America. The is invited free. 
Students are encouraged to 
attend. 

Mr. Faulk has written a book 
titled ''Fear on Trial," was the 
subject of a recent television 
special looking into his past 
during the McCarthy era. He 
recently signed a contract to 
appear on the nationally syn· 
dicated television program 
"Hee Haw". 

Mr. Faulk fought back 
against his accusers by way of a 
law suit against Aware Inc., the 
outfit which had accused him of 
Red Sympathy back in the 1950. 
He was awarded 3.5 million in 

damages as a result, 750,000 of 
which be was able to collect. 
Most of the money awarded Mr. 
Faulk went to pay his high legal 
expenses. 

Besides speaking at the 
American Issues Forum, Faulk 
will address Journalism 231 
students on the subject of liable 
and speak on his experiences. 
He will also answer any 
questions that the class might 
have. 

1-'aulk, who now lives in 
Madisonville, Texas with his 
second wife and six year old 
son, will also be guest of honor 
at a reception from 2: 30 p.m. to 
3:30 p.m. The students and the 
general public are invited to 
attend and meet Faulk. 

The American Issues Forum 
meets regularly on Monday 
nights, · 7: 15 p.m. to 9: 15 
p.m. The public is invited to 
attend ttie programs without 
charge. 

Instructors Meet At COM 

B7 LOCBIE FOWLER 
Comet Staff 

Well-known educators from a 
five-county area conducted 
fourteen workshops or in
dividualized instruction at the 
Annual Fall Conference nf the 
Texas Joint English Committee 
held on Saturday, October 25 at 
Cnllege of the Mainland, College 
Center. 

The I heme of the · Bi
Centennial meeting was "The 
English Revolution: 'These Are 
The Times That Try Men's 
Souls' ". The keynote speaker 
was Dr. William P. Fleming, 
Department of English at Sam 

Houlton SI ate Unlvemty. Also 
speaking al the conference was 
Dr. Donald Lee, Professor 
Emeritus c,f the University of 
Hou st on, as well as area 
elementary, secondary and 
college level instructors. 

Executive committee officers 
involved in the planning for the 
conference were: Br~nda 
Brnwn and Jo Ann Pevoto, co
chairmen; Thomas F. Carter, 
Jr., secretary and Don Bass, 
treasurer. 

Delegates to the conference 
included English teachers from 
kindergarten through college in 
Brazoria, Galveston, Harris, 
Fort Bend and Waller cuunties. 

B7 CAROL SMffR 
Comet Staff 

Larry Wilkinson, director of 
research sUTVey of former COM 
students. The survey ran from 
mid-November '74 lo April '75. 
llr. Wilkinson said the reason 
for this survey was lo find out 
how College of the Mainland's 
unique approach and 
philosophy effect the students 
after they leave COM. Larry 
sajd the survey itself was 
unique in that; they first sent 
questionaires to 500 
representative students of the , 
26 who enrolled in Spring of 
1972. The students who didn't 
return the questionaire were 
then sent another in a more 
personal fashion signed by his 
own handwriting. Then if they 
still were not returned they sent 
a questionair by registared 
mail. Thus, they received 52 

Non-~redit 

Courses 

COM's non-credit Technicai 
Vncallonal program will be 
adding three new courses, and 
registration is now underway. 
The Records Office in the Ad
ministration Building is han
dling registration for the new 
programs from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 
p.m. Monday through Thursday 
and frum 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
on Friday. 

Among the new courses of
fered is Auto Tune-Up, which 
will begin Nov. 8, and will meet 
un Saturdays from 8: 30 to 12: 30 
p.m. It is an eight week course 
designed to suppllment the 
auto-technician's ability in 
regard to pnllutlon abatement 
equipment. The c"urse will 
allow the mechanic to diagnose 
malfuctions and 10 properly 
tune machines equipped with 
em mission control systems. 
Tuition is 10.00 

A four week course in Local 
Cc>des for Air-Conditioning and 
Refrigeration Personnell will 
meet Fridays from 6: 00 to 9: 00 
p.m. beginning November 14. 
Persons employed in air
conditionion and refrigeration 
fields will concentrate their 
siudies ,·n codes for the La 
Marque, Texas City, Hitchcock, 
and Alta Loma areas. Building 
inspectors from each area will 
be invited to discuss codes as 
they effect heating and c0<•llng 
systems, inst allatlon, repairs 
and replacement. The tuition 
fee for this cc,urse is $25.00. 

percent of the queatlonalre1 
back. 

Larry said that some of the 
funds for this survey came from 
a sub-contract from Project 
FOLLOW-UP, a statewide 
effort to design a FOLLOW-UP 
system for all Texas two-year 
colleges. Larry says that they 
intend lo hold a survey such as 
this every year. 

The Results of The Survey: 
Almost 9 out of 10 were 

satisfied with their experience 
at College of the Mainland. 
(Less than 6 percent were 
dissatisfied.) 
- 65 percent are employed full
time, 4 percent parttime, and 47 
percent are still enrolled in 
some college or university. 

-48 percent have achieved 
their educational objective at 
COM, and 4 percent are still 
pursuing their gc,al or hope to do 

Another C(•urse being offered 
s Office Filing Systems. This is 
.: s•:. n·e<>k C'"uri::e and will meet 
Mondays and Wednesdays from 
7: 15 to 8: 45 p.m. beginning 
Oc!ober 21. The course covers 
basic principles of maintaining 
and controlling stored records 
and, nf course, basic filing. 
Tultlton for this is $10,00. 

For addiHonal information on 
these c,,urses call 938-1211, 
ex1ention 278 nr 279. 

COM Recieves 
$1000 From Elks 

PAT FARRAR 
Staff Writer 

COM has just recently 
received a contribution for $1000 
from the Benevolent Order of 
Elks, Mainland Lodae No. 2141 
in benefit of an encbwment fund. 

The uidge has an earnest 
commilment to youth not only 
as exemplified by its yearl)' 
scholarship fund, but also in 
that 11 has been placed third in 
lhe nation for its youth work. 
The group was also elected the 
outstanding Elks Lodge in 
Texas for its youth program. 

• The Elks first set up an en
dowment fund as early as 1928 
when $100,000 was raised. This 
has since grown to $27,000,000 
with an interest of $1,000,000.00 
per year. 

Dr. Taylor commented that 
the interest from COM's en-
dowment fund would utilized in 
the development of new 
programs presently beyond the 
operational budget. Anyone 
interested in information 
concerning the fund and its 
goals may nbtain it by calling or 
writing Dr. Taylor, College of 
the Mainland, 8001 Palmer 
Highway, Texas City, 77590 
(938-1211, Ext. 271). 

ao In the near flltse . . 
. -:'-Only 5 percent failed to 
achieve their educational ob
jective and have no further 
plans to aeek education. 
~ .Of thoae employed since 

leaving COM 65 percent have 
made use on-the-job of the 
education they received at 
COM. 
~ percent had NOT in

tended to complete a degree, 
diploma, or certificate program 
when they attended COM. 

--35 percent transferred to 
more than 20 four year colleges 
where they maintained a 2.8 
overall grade point average. 

-Of those transfers, 78 
percent rated their preparation 
for further education as "good 
to excellent" and 5 percent 
rated it as "fair". 

-None rated it as "very 
poor". 

Town 

Meeting 

Org~nized 

For 

COM 
S-tudents 

By CAROL SMffR 
Comet Staff 

The 11 udent aovernment has 
organized a town meeUna for 
College of the Mainland 
student I to come and air their 
)lrt•blems. The ftr•t meetlq will 
be held in the audltortum, 
lncated in the LRC building 131, 
on October 30 al 12: 30. All 
students are welcome to come. 
However, you must preaent a 
student ID card to enter. 

The student aovernmeat la to 
help student 1, with an, Jll'Oblem 
whatever pertaining to COM. 
This meeting i1 to get you, thE 
student body, aquainted witt 
the members of the student 
government, and what each 
Committee represent.a. Robert 
Pryor says, "We want to help 
the student all we can, with any 
pr1,blem he may have. 
However, it is up to the student 
to cont act the representative 
that handles his particular 
problem." Come to the meeting 
whether you have a problem or 
not. Get to know your student 
government officials, the 
Deans, and other committee 
members. 

UGT 2 8 1975 
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Student Apathy 
A large part of the student body at COM are full of apathy 

and basically do not care what happens or ls going to happen at 
the school. 

However, there la hope. This hope lies in the hand• of a 
small group of dedicated 1tudent1. These busy people are better 
Jm;,wn as the Student Center Program• Committee and the 
Student Government. They can be eully recognized by their 
telltale blue warm-up Jackets which have Student Center 
Programs Committee or Student Government printed on the 
back in large white letters that almost Jump out at you and slap 
you in the face. 

All kidding aalde, tbeaepeople are proud and want everyone 
to know they belong to theae organizations. They really care 
what happens at COM and what'• 1olng on in your bead. The 
SCPC ls responsible for ahowlng all those free movies, planning 
dances and other miscellaneous activities. 11le Student 
Government does ita very beat to see that student• needs are 
fulfllled and that the students opinion reaches • the ad• 
minlstNllon of the school. 

These students are interested in making COM a better place 
to be. Theit try to make life a COM as exciting and interesting as 
they po11ibly can. Theae organizations need your support as 
well as your partlcipaUon. 

Oh, but you ask, are they doing a good job? We think they 
are doing a great Job as well u having a terrific time them· 

selves.. d in ., o 
Why not let them know what a good Job they are o g • r 

do you think you could do a better job? Let them know,. 

By Tom Herman 

There la a Soclal-paycholo,tcal phenomena called con· 
tagion. Theae acts are reinforced through their elli.stance and 
the media'• instantanlous information output. It excites the 
small minority of potential psychotic homicldaia to actions. The 
problem is explainable-the solution la much more complex (if 
there ls in fact a solution! Projecting into the future, my guess is 
that the only solutions are public isolation and a media com· 
mwilcaUon rather than personal contact. 

The other alternative would be the Swedish system of no 
security at all. Thia of courae changes the power of the leader to 
an absolute minimum. Which, in our present system ls out of the 
queation. 

The public might accept no physical contact with political 
leaden, but the politician• would not accept a readily, that 
relaUon1hlp. Part of the appeal of politics ls to be seen, heard, 
touched, as well as, the power and prestige. 

The Mainland Comet 
The COMET is a student 

publication, publishe'd every 
other Monday by the College of 
the Mainland Journa llsm 
Department. The opinions 
expreued in the editorials are 
not aecftNrly the opinioas of 
theltdf. 

. 
' . . .... .. 

Managing Editor Cindy Rook 
News Editor George Bourne 
Government Carol Smith 
Sports Brian Smith 
Photographer Dwayne Colvin 
Entertainment Lochie Fowler 
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COM Instructors Talk 

About Assassination 
................................................................................... 

By Jim Finley 

Numerous reporters, 
edltoriall1ta, and behaviorial 
scientists have advanced 
~heorles (or partial theories) in 
their efforts to explain the 
recent assassination attempts 
against President Ford. Many 
have expressed surprise that 
such attacks would be aimed at 
our present incumbent. This 
surprise is bued upon a popular 
belief that only those politicos 
with sufficient charisma to 
evoke deep feeling• of love and 
or hate constitute potential 
targets of assassins. Wlth luck 
and good weather, Gerald 
might muster a ranking of .002 
on a charisma scale from 1 to 
10. (Betty should rank much 
higher). 

Therefore, it seems ap
propriate to look elsewhere for 
an explanation of the threats 
against this President's life. Of 
course, the 'softness' (or, if you 
will, complexity) of the 
behavioral sciences preclude a 
comprehensive widerstanding 
of these events af this point. 
However, I believe that the 
rather simple process of 
identifying and isolating certain 
'socio-environmental' factors 
which seem especially operable 
to the incidents can be a 
productive initial step toward 
an explanation. 

The forces ( and the in· 
teractlon of such) which I think 
contribute to establishing the 
bases for a more explicit and 
complete analysis can be best 
perceived in a particular 
cultural and time context. It 
seems that the most visible trait 
of the particular cultural an_d 
time conte:x1. It seems that the 
most visible trail of the larger 
cultural serring which spawned 
these assassinallon attempts is 
that of normative ambllulty 
(individual, as well as collec• 
live, insecurity in defining both 
apor opriate and inappropriate 
social norms and goals). These 
ambiguities were obviously 
generated by the unsettling 
rapidity of sodial change 
characterizing the decade of the 
1960's This accelerated speed 
of social and norm modification 
is, perhaps, best explained by 
what Margaret Mead refers to 
as 'cofigurative' socialization 
(defined as one's peers exerting 
greater influence as socializing 
agents than the more (defined 
as nne's peers exerting greater 
inn uence as s, ,cializing agents 
than the more traditional 
vehicles of socialization such as 
the family and the church) . This 
dysfunction (negative in the 
st ability sense) in the cultural 
1r ansmission process led bnt h to 
a11 increasing loss of traditional 
cultural converts, and the 
e .,ergcnce cof a number of 
radical counter-culture (or 
secular religious) groups 
during 1his period. Batlle lines 
were defined along a number nf 
issues (rpima rily, the war 
issue) and the conflict in-
1ensified throughout the 60'.s. 
With a few shor' .er \I r rics 

(rat her ironical victories in the 
sense the moat of the American 
people became disenchanted 
wlth our war effort-not 
because 11f its lmmorallty, but 
because our government had 
refused to make an all-out effort 
to achieve a mllltary victory 
and, the level of politizatlon in 
this cowitry encouraged our 
generals in the field to begin 
lying about our military success 
vis a vis the enemy's. Thls led 
directly to President Johnston's 
retwn to private life and a 
change in policy direction), 
along wlth, perhaps, more 
subs I antive 1plrUaal and 
1ymbollc achievements (with 
the ~ntagon Papers, 
Watergate etc. the good guys 
became the bad guys and even 
though the bad guys remained 
bad guys,since all were bad 
guys now, the original bad guys 
ceased to appear quite so bad 
anymore), the radical counter• 
culture appeared largely 
wuted by the early 70's. 

Thus, a de-radicalization (and 
even de-politlzation) of a 
subst an tlal percent age of the 
counter,cullure of the 80'1 had 
been effectuated (except for 
small, isolated pockets of these 
groups across the country, . 
especially in the San Fransisco 
Bay Area) by our withdrawal 
from Southeast Asia. The 
general success of the 
'es1 ablishment' in de-fusing the 
'revnl ution • resulted in a 
'lighlening-<lf-the-ranks' and 
further militarization (urban 
gorilla menatality and tactics) 
of those 'true-believer' cults 
which persisted. (NOTE: Even 
though the Manson family and 
Squeeky Frommen have been 
described by some a apolitical, 
the Manson concept "Helter 
Skelter' is definitely political ln 
nature. The activities of the 
family and their life style was of 
nbvious concern to the 
es1 ablishment .) 

These milll ant groups st Ill 
perative in the early 70's have 

drawn subst antial rein• 
f rcement from the ever· 
gr,·wing level and intentlsy of 
p, litical alienaton found in the 
larger population . (l define 
p, litical alienation as a com· 
binatlon of three feelings : 
dis'• •s• of government and 
p , lio1cia ns, a sense of the 
mea ninglessness of electoral 
P' lil ies and political choices, 
and personal powerlessness to 
change I he course of American 
p, lit ical life .) Recent studies of 
p 111itic al alienation in this 
cnuntry by Rubert Gilmour and 
R••ber l Lam b ( Political 
Alienation In Con
lemporary )indicate that nearly 
80 percen1 of the American 
people may be characterized as 
rather intensly politically 
aliena•ed (p. 142). This political 
diss, lusionment is probably 
significantly cnrrclated with the 
dcminishing strength of 1:ur 
maj"r p,•lit ical par ties (check 
lhe incre asing number of in-

• 

Hennan 

dependent voters and the 
widespread dissatisfaction with 
parties and party leaders), the 
increasing atomization of our 
political llfe and thus the 
resultant de-instltutlonalizatlon 
nf the s1ruggle for power. This 
trend towards personalised 
polltlcs (the search for a 
charismatic leader wlth simple· 
minded solutions for our 
awesome and complex societal 
prnblems) makes our system 
'ripe-for-the-plucking' by a 
demagogue. (Ironically, the old 
party regulars serve _as our 
mnst viable check ag11ost the 
'man on the white horse.' ) 

Thus , while the radical 
c,,unter-culture has lost 
strength in numbers, it has 
snughl to compensate by closing 
ranks and revitalizing it, 
revolutionary commltment thrll 
terr,,ristlc activities. Perhaps, 
the revolutionary r omanticism 
for some 1f these individuals 
has faded with the realization 
that it is next to impossible to 
ignite revolution in a highly 
industiral society . However , 
,,nee the course is set , the 
fa na tic is more tnan willing to 
make the extr eme s acrifice for 
ps.,s terily . Mean while, th e 
'est ablishment', unwilling (or 
incapable) ,.f dealing suc
cessfully with economic, en· 
virunment al , energy, corrup• 
lion, crime, and per sona l 
privacy problems c,,otinues lo 
lose suppor t as the level of 
alienation continues to rise . 

This ge neral fulture and time 
cuntext provides the 'slcio' 
environmenta ,-stage for the 
individual performers to act out 
the dictates nf their own per· 
s1•11alilies. The interaction of 
pcrs,•n atil y and socio· 
e11vir • 11111ental stikulas is 
another S ' l ' P along the load In 
1111dcrs1and111g I he recriet 
even·s, a11d anothei:. 'can or 
w r ms' i11dced. 



1 Establishment' 

Reign wanes, 
says instructor 

By LOCHIE F OWLE R 
".omet Staff 

Whe,. asked recently what 
imp lications the recent 
assassina tion atte m pts on 
President Gerald For d might 
have on politics, Jim Finley, 
COM's instructor of ,Political 
&ience stated- th at he felt that 
the "establishment" would 
continue to lose support as the 
level of alienation continued to 
rise. He added: "Our time 
period and general culture act 
as a socio-environmental stage 
upon which the individual 
performers act out the dictates 
of their personalities. The in
teraction of personality and 
socio-environmental stimulus is 
yet another step on the road to 
understanding recent events.". 

Finley believes that the 
current problems had their 
beginnings with the frustrations 
of the war effort , when the 
military was restricted from 
going for an all-out victory. 
Generals in the field began 
prefabricating the truth about 
11ur military successes as op
posed to those of the enemy. 
This evolved into a change of 
policy dir ection, and along with 
it, the Pentagon Papers and 
more lately, Watergate. People 
lost fail h in everyone in politics 
and military-all the good guys 
had become bad guys and the 
bad guys ceased to look as bad 
as they had before. 

In the early 1970's the 
dissenters, or counter-culture, . 
nf the 1960's had broken off into 
small, isolated pockets scat
tered across the country. When 
the "establishment" attempted 
to defuse them it resulted in a 
tightening of the ranks and 
further militar ization of these 
groups. 

"These militant groups still 
operative in the 1970's have 
dr awn substantial rein
forcement f r om the ever
growing level andintensity of 
political a lienation found in the 
larger population," says Finley, 

A 
·vear 
book 

ForCOlv1 
Wl•at would you think about a 

yearbo11k for Colle gt> of the 
Main I and? The jnurnalism 
department and the Student 
G, vernmenl w11uld be in
terested to know y, •ur opinion. If 
the s1ude01 body would suppt•rt 
a yearbn"k, we will see what 
can be dnne to form a staff and 
pul out a yearbook. Talk to the 
Student Gnvernment or send a 
letter tot he Coment, and we will 
see what can be done. 

' who defines political alienation 
as a combina tion of three 
feelings: distruc t of gover n
ment and politicians, a sense of 
the meaninglessness of elec
toral politics and political 
choices, and personal 
powerlessness to change the 
course of Amer ican political 
life. 

Recent studies in this country 
indicate that nearly 80 percent 
of the American people m_ay be 
characterized as rather in
tensely politically alienated 
and this is probably linked with 
the fiminishing strength of our 
major political parties and 
Wide-spread dissatisfaction 
with leaders of those parties 
added to a trend toward per
sonalized politics (the search 
for a leadrer who can draw a 
following and at the same time 
find simple-minded solutions 
for the country's staggering 
snciet al problems.) This trend 
leaves our country vulnerable 
for a new while knight in 
shinning armor to attain con
trol. 

"T1 us, while the radical 
c. un1er-culture has Jost 
strength in numbers, it has 
s ught to compensate through 
1err, ,rislic activities," Finley 
sia:es, adding that while these 
indivi9"uals have, in all 
pr,· bability given up lheir 
dreams d rev,.lution because 
· hey have realized that such a 
battle is not feasible in a highly 
industrial society, the isolated 
fanatic, ••nee he has decided 
upon a c , urse ,.f action will 
pr, ceed to the death. 

Asked whet her he felt future 
candidates wuuld not run 
because .,f the chances r>f their 
being assassinated, Finley said 
that in his opinion· potential 
pdical candidates would not be 
deierred by this because they 
have politics in their blood and 
the ultimate sacrifice (life) is 
worth the winning. 

Toke stt>ck in America. 
Buy US. Savings Bonds. 

Letter 
·ro The 
Editor 

Evidently many students 
hav~ not feasted their eyeballs 
upon the cute cylinder shaped 
objects in the corners around 
11ur school. You still need 
another hint do you? 0.K., those 
things are lined with jolly green 
giant pnlyethene baggies. 
(Hefties , for a ll you who know 
about or are in the garbage.) 
TRASH CANS, YOU FOOLS!!! 

From our observations we 
have developed keen knowledge 
of garbnlogy and due to this 
wisdom we are concerned with 
students and any other slobs 
apparent ignorance of our in
door ecology. (It seems they are 
preparing for a big roach chow 
down!) MESSY, SLIMY, 
STICKY, and OOOOOH ICK! ! ! ! 
descirbed the tables, noors, and 
couches in the Student Center 
after munch hour. (Take the 
elbow test) Various elbor tests 
ar,1und here have registered 
pr•sitive for the f.ive C's. Ap
parently this blight is spreading 
liJre V.D. in Boys Town. The 
Five C's are no secret. They are 
as follows: 

1. Coca Cola spill, that is) 
2. Cups (paper, that is) 
3. Cigarettes (21¾ million 

to an ashtray) 
4. Crumbs 
5. Crudnla (gener al crap) 

We, The Society for a Cleaner 
Student Center are pleading for 
the right to sit at the table of our 
choice aad not be molested by 
mush. CAN YOU DIG? Better 
yet, CAN YOU DIG OUT OF IT? 
Wanna help? You do? Good! 
Start by answering these 
profound questions: 

A. What would your Mother 
say? 

B. Are youbeing messy in 
or der to r ebel against your high 
school pr incipal and or prin
ciples? 

C. Are you a walking faux 
pas? 

D. Do you have a garbage 
fetish? 

E. How would you like 
someone to make the job you do 
a lot harder for you? 

F. Are the maintaence 
personnel' y our ver y own 
private bus persons? 

G. If yes to the above, have 
you considered leaving them a 
lip? 

H . Are you intellignent 
e nough to understand the 
meaning of this expose? 

If you answered no to the last 
question, DO NOT WORRY!! I! 
There is still hope for you. Now 
is the right lime, and all you 
have to do is squeal, gr unt, and · 
11ink like a you know what by 
your messiest mess and a 
member of the society will 
kindly explain in simpler terms. 
Our thanks to the Comet (Yea 
J nsephine) for printing this 
letter and hopefully this and 
following editions get put in , 
their proper place. 

Just sign us. 

-OP/-NIONS 

Where Are 

The Silent 

Voices? 
' GEOR(.E BOURNE 

News Ed. 

"OH", What happened to the 
voices of youth? The ones that 
stopped a war , tuned us on to 
ecology, stopped the draft and 
other meaningfull items tha t 
needed our attention. Does this 
silence mean that the causes of 
yesterday were more impor tant 
then the needs of today? If this 
is so then the "Greening of 
America" must be complete. I 
do not think that this is the case 
however for there is much work 
left to do before we can call our 
land perfect. 

It is to be hoped that the 
silence from the students of 
today does not mean that they 
have become so self-seeking 
that they have become blinded 
to the wrongs that are aro1D1d 
us. The lack of protesters might 
also mean that we have all 
become so jaded by the 
overabundance of wrongs that 
we no longer care. Maybe it all 
seems so much that the feeling 
of hopl~ness pervades our 

campus and destr oys tha t much 
needed feeling to right a wrong. 

A lack of meaningful causes 
cer1 ainly isn't the reason for 
there are fflJDY waya that our 
poit.icalcandl~s neell worker s 
to help them puah their causes. 
FO!iticians need watching and 
even re move) from office, when 
wrong-doings h ave been 
proved. The ecol)ogy of our 
land is far from clean, yet the 
demands for cleaning upon our 
leaders seems less. The press 
itself needs watching lest it 
again become lax and we spawn 
another "Water gate". 

The work to be done is there 
and waiting for a concerned 
group of citizens,. Who better 
t:han the sam e group who 
became our national con 
science? 

Now is the time for the young 
to speak, for the needs are great 
and their power is so mighty 
that it da re not be ignored. 
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'Salesman' 

Actors 
Interviewed 
By English 

Class 
By LOCWE FOWLER 
Comet Staff 

English 132 students were 
treated recently to an evening 
of fine entertainment in the 
form nf a question and answer 
session with lheprincipal actors 
1f DEATH OF A SALESMAN 
which was recently presented at 
The Mainland Community 
Theatre this past month. 

Many irr-depth questions wert; 
discussed at length. 

One was: "Was Unda per
ceptive?", and Faye Robertson 
(Linda) gave a good argument 
that yes, Linda was very aware 
of Willy's frame of mind. 

George Phenegar was still, in 
several minds, inseparable 
from the char act-er he played, 
and the majority of the 
questions directed at him were 
prefaced with: "Willy-" a case 
of mistaken identity he said 
pleased him very much. 

Another question was posed 
as the why Willy always favored 
Biff and excluded Hap. One 
interesting theory was that his 
attitude toward his snns had its 
origin in his own childhood. 

Bob Handy, (Biff) was a very 
pleasing source c,f information 
and kept the discussion moving. 
Stanley Godek (Happy) shed 
some welcome light on Willy's 
line rif salesgoods, saying that, 
because 11f a reference to "an 
eye for color" he believed 
Willy sold a product In the 
apparel line. 

The question and answer 
session, which lasted more than 
two hours was informal and 
interesting. Coffee was served 
and the general consensus w11s 
that it had been an evening well• 

.;spent. 

·,u_SA' .. To_ 
Be 

. . 

Presented 
The Mainland Community 

Theatre will present U.S.A., a 
musical review as that 
organization's November play 
selection. 

The play, based on John Dos 
Pass.,•s classic novel of the 
same name, U.S.A. traces the 
United States through World 
War I and the Great 
Depression. Celebraties of the 
limes are interwoven with 
nostalgic melodies, retaining all 
the color, sentiment, and 
throbbing reality of the era.. . 

It is well worth the effort to 
attend these procuctlons
O,mmunity Theatre ls doing a 
fine job. 

Pumpkin 

Party 
PAT FARRAR 

COM 's Pui,.pkin Carving 
Contest will be held in the 
Student Center's pit area 110 
Wednesday, October 29, 1975 at 
12=30 p.m. Those who wish to 
enter musl do so in teams oftwo, 
befr!re October 24, in Karen 
Atkinson's office located near 
the Informalion Desk at the 
Student Center. 

The Prizes for the contest will 
be certificates for free food and 
drinks in the Snack Bar. Al· 
terwards, the pumpkins will be 
donaled to the children's ward 
at Galveston County Memorial 
H11spital. 

Phantom 
Of .The 

Paradise 
This one is first class as far as· 

low budget films g11. 
The action centers around a 

frustrated musician, Winslow, 
whr• is duped by Mr. Swan, a 
pr ducer. Swan steals t1is 
music. has him beat up, busted 
and sent to pris"n. In jail, 
Winsl, w underg, es dental 
surgery, which ruins his voice 
and makes him look really 
funky. (All his t eel h are 
sllver-yukk) 

After breaking out nf prison, 
Winslow swears to get revenge 
11n Mr. Swan. In the process, 
pour Winslow gets a record 
pressed 110 his face. (Always in 
the wrong place, etc.) At any 
rate, Winslow does finally get 
even with the evil Mr. Swan in a 
rather cliche' big dying scene. 

The film was not one of the 
best of the year-technically it 
was a bomb-the dubbed-in 
scenes dune rather poorly, etc. 
Huwever, it does point out with 
biting sa lire the pit falls of t 1-e 
current music scene. Paul 
Williams graphically illustrates 
how music pruducers misuse 
talent, and manipulate and 
crush musicians to fatten their 
r,wn p,,cketbooks and egos. The 
dialogue is a killer if one can 
think quickly, and the plot so 
ridiculously corny, it's 
hilariuus. 

The acting was passable in 
must cases-with a few nut
st anding performances worth 
mentioning. Beef, the glitter 
king, keeps one in slilches with, 
his lisping conversation and 
sashaying across slage. Mr. 
Swan comes ,.ff as so evil, the 
audience is tempted to throw 
rocks at the Hreen. (And did 
exactly that at one presen, 
talion.)• The Phantom was 
portrayed with gusto, and ac· 
tually became believable. 

All in all, "Phantom of the 
Paradise" is a good flick. 
Cr.rny,, utrageuus, and also has 
quite a bit lo say about the 
music industry and the way it is 
run. W ,rlh a buck ,,11 Dollar 
Nigh• at the C:rive-in, anyway. 

COM TaubesHost 
By Gidget Campbell 

Comet Staff 
COM will offer an opportunity 

to study under the in
ternationally reknown artist, 
Frederick Taubes. A five day oil 
painting workshop is scheduled 
for Nov. 3-7. 

Registration is being handled 
by Carol Veth at 938-1211, ext. 
431. The fee for attending is 
$100. All interested persons are 
advi.sed to call her Im mediately, 
as registration for the workshop 
is understandably limited. 
Students must supply their own 

easels, but other supplies may 
be purchased at the workshop. 

Taubes will also bold a lecture 
Saturday, November 1 at the 
COM Teaching Auditorium. The 
public is invited to attend, and 
admission is only $3. 

Frederick Taubes is con
sidered one of the world's most 
expert authorities on painting 
techniques, and has written 
over forty books on the subject. 
His paintings hand in 27 public 
collections and museums, in· 
eluding the Metropolition 
Museum of Art. 

FREDERICK TAUBES - World famous artist and author 

will · hold lecture and workshoo. 

'Big Eddy' 
Big Bore 

GEORGE BOURNE 
H1>re we go with another 

situation comedy based on a 
success uf the past. "Big Eddy" 
is an attempt to capitalize on 
the unique writing style of 
Damnn Ruyon. 

The star 11f this little caper is 
Sheldon Lenord who fits the 
sterotype ,,f a Runyonesque 
characier to a "T" has been 
g11ne fr.,m the viewing scene for 
a number 11f years. 

The parl played by Mr. 
Lenard is the same part he 
always plays. And he does a 
go11d job in theti1le role. He is in 
fact the strong point 11f the 
entire show. 

Sheree Nori h, whom we 
haven't seen in years turns up 
looking not older but better puts 
in a fair performance as the 
wife Hf Bt, Eddy. 

• 

With all this talent one would 
think we had a real winner to 
watch, but this is not the case. 
In spite of the effort of the stars 
it all goes for nought due to the 
great am11unt of corn we the 
watcher mus1 wade through. 
The point of every episode is a 
moral for us to learn from and I 
fnr one find I don't enjoy 1hem. 

This sh11w is weakened by I wn 
facters other then the morels we 
are subjected to and they are 
poor writ Ing and weak 
developoment of suppnr1ing 
parts. -

The network has already 
indicated that U may drop this 
show which may return Sheldon· 
Lenard to the writing, directing 
and producing nf olher shows 
such as the "Dick VanDyke" 
show where he had much 
success. 

Allin all ''Bt, Eddy," will not 
be sr•reley missed when it has 
lefl us. 

Texas 

~pera 

Theater 

Hy LOCHIE FOWLER 
O,metStaff 

Texas Opera Theater, 
H,,uston Grand Opera's touring 
arm, kicked ,,ff its Fes1ival '76 
in H usion "" Thursday and 
Saturday. Oclober 23 and 25, 
with perf, rmances ,,f THE 
BARBER OF SEVILLE. 
R• •ssini's cnmic opera which is 
an all-lime favnrite will be 
performed in English with a 26· 
piece rcheslra conducted by 
J ohn DeMain, Exxun Arts 
End• wnment Conductor and 
new 01usic director for Texas 
Opera. 

Tl-e Opera Theaier's fall tour 
. f BARBER began immediately 
after the Houston opening and, 
for the first time, the company 
is being acc 11mpanied by a 
c,·mplete nrchestra. The .. pera 
will be perf,·rmed in 
Gal vest on 's Opera H1·use , n 
N. vember 14. 

Texas Opera Theater 
specialized in presenting sch, 1t1l 
"Informances," civic service 
and s cial rganization 
pr,·grams and in tailoring a11 
, pera presentation lo an in
dividual audience's need and 
budge1. Als,•, one to five-day 
residencies (including 
seminars, lecture-
dem, ,nstrations, as well as 
public perfurm ances} are 
available. Humperdinck's 
HANDSEL AND GRETEL and 
the c,·mic horse "Pera SWEET 
BETSY FROM PIKE, are 
available for in-school 
pr. grams in addition to 1 he 
touring repertoire. Any, ,ne 
in•eres:ed in b111>king a 
per,•rmance may call Texas 
Opera Tt•eater at 227-1287 
iH uston). 

·Season Tickets 

Still Available 

LOCHJE FOWLER 
Comet Staff 

Mainland C mmunity 
Tt•e.vre 1· as advised tha1 
•heatTeg ·ers wh, plan to 
purct· ase • 1975-76 seas,•n 
memberships~ lold t" c,·ntacl 
the thearre fficc a: Cnllege ·f 
:he Mainland by Friday, Oc· 
tuber 18. 

"We are verwt,elmed by the 
resp use t" •·ur seas. ·n sub
scl'ipti1•ns, wl•icl• t•ave d"ubled. 
ver las· year's tot al sales," 

c,·mmented Jack Westin, staff 
theaire direclor. "This kind •·f 
backing Is clear pru,•f thal .. ur 
c,·mmunlty wants and Is willing 
10 supp ,rt t hea1re ar: s for all 
ages," t·e declared, adding that 
!he fu·ure f.,r Mainlanc O·m• 
muuity T eatre looks "MOST 
PROMISING." 

Tl· se wishing to "rder seasnn 
memberst·ips, . r a11y11ne wh,, 
w uld like additwnal in
f•,rma1i .. 11 may call 938-1211. , 
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Love Life? 
! 
I 

By CAROL SMITH 
Comet Staff 

ARIES (Mar. Zl-April 20) 
You are a born leader Aries, 

but make sure your mate knows 
where you are leading him her. 
Don't make promises you're not 
going to keep, or misun• 
derslandings about your 
feelings of love for this person. 
This could bring unexpected 
sadness for you both. Your 
lucky number for November is 
(9). 
TAURUS <April 21-May 21) 

This is an 
exciting month for you. While 

there are new attractions 
throughout themonth, you may 
find yourself making choices 
bet ween love and friendship. 
Perhaps one of these new at• 
tractions will be involved in a 
romantic triangle. Your lucky 
number for November is (5). 
GEMINI <May 22-June 21) 

If there has been a special 
person in and out of your life 
and nothing concrete happens 
soon forget it. You willprobably 
be sinding up a couple of 
relationships this month, but 
they weren't very sound 
anyway. Look toward the future 
now. There should be some 
interesting new prospects. Your 
lucky number for November is 
(2). 
CANCER (June 22--.July 23) 

Your love-life should be 
super-active this month. New 
dynamic attractions are in store 
with some surprising 
developments. However, obtain 
some self-restraint in dealing 
with your love partner, as 
overemotionalism will get you 
nowhere. Your lucky number 
for November is (7). 
LEO <July 24-Aug. 23) 

There should be a lot ot 
romantic attention focused on 
you this month A former 
romance may reenter thepic• 
ture, However, your attitude 
may reflect some changes. As a 
result a rather different sort of 
individual may appeal to you 
now. You are looking toward 
more serious thoughts about 
romance. Your lucky number 
for November is (5). 
VIRGO <Aug. 24-Sept. Z3) 

Your personality is enlivened 
this month which can attract 
enjoyable romantic attention. 
However, aspects could ftnd you 
totality unrealistic viewlni it. 
Try to be more noncommlted 
rather than marriage minded. 
Your lucky number for 
November is (8). 
LIBRA (Sept. U-Oct. %3) 

There are some changes due 
in your love life now. Most 
Librans should be devoutly 
thankful if they have ex• 
perienced the upsets and un· 
certainties 11f unfavorable 
aspects. Y11u will ftnd more 
stability in an existing 
relationship, or more rewarding 
developments ,in a new one. 
Your lucky number for 
November is (8). 
SCORPIO (Oct. U-Nov. Z2) 

You are beginning a lone 
term period of increased 
ma,netl1m and attractions that 

is lildy to draw romantic in• 
volvements. However, you 
should be cautious in matters of 
the heart. There should be a 
new love attraction within a 
career or educational en• 
vironment which should be 
pleasant. Your lucky number 
for November is (4). 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 
21) 

The romantic department 
looks favorable this month 
Sagittarius! Good aspects 
should bring emotional hap
piness. This could relate to an 
existing relalionship, or 
perhaps a brand new very vital 
attraction. Avoid making or 
believing insincere promises. 
With this in mind your 
relationships should nourish. 
Your lucky number for 
November is (6). 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
20) 

Ro mantic developments 
which may have been delayed 
should now proceed as hoped 
for; engagement, marriage, or 
perhaps a more lvoing respnce 
from someone you've long 
admired. Favorable aspects 
c11uld be helpful in your meeting 
new prospects. Your lucky 
number for November is (9). 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19). 
Fortunate aspects are in the 

romantic life for you this month 
Aquarius. Romance will pop up 
in environments related to 
education, publishing, and 
church activities, also if you 
should be travelling. These 
aspects should find you 
becoming involved in new love 
Interest, or deepen an existing 
relationship. You also may be 
terminating a relationship that 
is not sound. Your lucky 
number for November is (3). 
PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. Z8) 

Your romantic feelings are ln 
the catagory of security and 
permanence at this time. Thus, 
there should be a number of 
Pisceans altar-bound this 
month. However, if you are not 
altar-bound it could be because 
that someone special is on his 
her way to you. Be cautious of 
promises or exaggerated 
compliments. Your lucky 
number fmo November is (5). 

Eskimo Art 
On Display 

CHARLES WINGATE 
Comet Staff 

An ex11ibit .,f eskimo art is 
ni•w being shown on the firs1 
fio<>r ,,f the LRC until November 
20. This primitive art is from 
Greenland and is part of a 
c llec·i .. 11 f E . A. T almann. 

Mur f tie :ir is figurines 
and ave s 11 , t• religious 
mea11i11g O her ;1r kles have 
prac ical purp M:i. r r hunting 
and fishing. 

The artifac1s are made 
mostly •f W•••d aud ivory with 
intrica•e carved faces on them. 
The ar· is ,wt ancient but 
represents a style that had a 
primitive furm. T•·ere is al1t• a 
1ape II Greenlandisl: language. 

Pipeline to 
knowledge 

CHARLES WINGATE 
Com'!t Staff 

College of the Mainland has a 
clearing house of knowledge for 
comm unity use within the 
boundries of the campus. In 
college lingo it is called the 
LRC. The library section 
contains two divisions, print 
and more print which both 
supply a wide range of in· 
formation and services. 

The print section contains of 
course books and magazines 
which deal with the im
provement of learning 
capabilities at the college. Like 
most up to date college libraries 
the books are classified under 
the Library of Congress system. 
This system was adopted by the 
Library of Congress located in 
Washington D.C. This 
organization is quite different 
uver the Dewey Decimal 
System which is prevalent in in 
most local school and public 
libraries A larger collection of 
books may be catalogued and 
easily located. 

According to Ann Miller, 
librarian the role of the library 
is "To support the institution, 
provide services and act as a 
clearing house. It is a problem 
solver. If the library cannot 
provide the service other 
res,•urces will be checked into 
the staff. 

Mr. Bill Slaney has said the 
library wants to increase cir
culation. With a budget of 
$25,000 the library tries to 

Fullingin Collects 

Korean Artifacts 

By GEORGE BOURNE 
"Collectors of Korean 

ceramics are few, but 
dedicated" says Dwight F. 
Fullingin, College of the 
Mainland's assist ant director of 
veterans affairs. 

Mr. Fullingin, who became 
intrested in Korean ceramics 
while stationed in that country 
during 1967 and 1968, has at this 
time a collection of about one 
dozen pieces. 

The collection contains the 
works of three dynastys, the 
nldest being the "Silla" dynasty 
which goes back about twelve 
hundred years. The works of 
this period are characterized by 
the unglazed crudeness, strong 
forms and includes simple 
decorations. 

Going back about eight 
hundred years are the works of 
the "Koryo," dyansty which 
includes the now famous and 
lost, "Cleladnn," glaze. This 
glaze, which is blue green in 
color has been copied but never 
dup\icaled. 

The m11st recent period is that 
nf the "Yi," dynasty which was 
noted for the colors, that its 
arisans put in their works. This 
period als11 featured a crackle 
finish which enhanced the glaze 
11f the particular piece. The 
works ,,f the "Yi," dynasty 
were of a mure delicate nature 
in the beginning but in later 
years the w,,rk was of a lesser 
quality. 

The quality nf the work in 
K• •rea was never as g1111d u that 
,,f the O1inese and was In fact 
c11pied and Improved upon by 

provide a variety of reading 
matertal and other services. 
These services are available to 
anyone In the community with a 
college I.D. card. 

The second but no less im• 
portant division i1 non11rint 
media. Jerry Anderson, 
coordinator of this section has a 
different problem. There is 
often an over use of the ser• 
vices. Some important but often 
unknown services of the non• 
print media must be explained. 
This area provides for all audio· 
visual aides. Tapes, casettes, 
projectors, films, and tran• 
speric ies, photography and 
related material. A catalogue of 
all materials can be found in the 
card catalogue right along with 
the books. 

Since many of the lectures are 
on tape in the LRC. Students 
need not be hampered by ab
sence. A system called variable 
speed control can compress a 
lecture and reduce the study 
time. The tapes are either 70 of 
55 percent of the entire lecture. 
It provides for a faster learning 
pace by speeding up the tape 
without having distortion. Jerry 
Anderson would like for more 
Inst rue tors to take advantage of 
the non-print but most of them 
do not know how to operate 
things such as the video-tape 
machine. 

The LRC is available to all 
students at the college. There 
are specialists to help in 
gathering information. The 
facilities are wide and varied 
but each person must decide 
what he wants lo l{el out of it. 

Where Does The 
Money Go?· 

The cost of education, 
(part lcularly that of college 
education) has been a topic for 
discussion for many years. With 
the cost of living on the rise, the 
cns1 of college tuition has 
naturally corresponded with 
this ris_e, Just where does the 
tuition fee we pay here at COM 
g11? Fur what it it spent? 

-According to Dr. Brown, 
Dean of Adminiltrative Ser· 
vices, College of the Mainland 
collected $212,000 in tuition fees 
this year. Of this sum, $27,6000 
is used for payment of a 
revenue bond debt accured in 
1969. (COM borrowed $170,000 in 
the form of a federal grant to 
C(>mplete phase I of their 
building project.) 

Of the remaining money, 
apprnxim at ely 36 percent is 
alloted for general ad• 
ministrative and student ser
vices. Instructor's salaries and 
supplies account for 45 percent, 
and 15 percent is used ·for 
maintainence of buildings and 
the campus in general. The 
remaining 4 percent finances 
(in par1) the book store and 
refreshment center. 

Dr. Brown added that local 
funds, mosfly in the form of 
taxes, finance 49 percent, of 
COM's expenses. About 30 
percent is furnished by the State 
d Texas, 15 percent by the 
federal government, and 4 
percent from unnamed 
auxiliary sources. 

the Japanesse who today are 
large collectors cif Korean art. 

Laws enacted since Mr. 
Fulllngln was in Korea forbid 
the removal of art works from 
that country and this has raised 
the value of his pieces. Mr. 
Fulllncin stated that there were 
en1•u,h Items around to aaUdy 
the few collectors in this 
c11untry. 

Pages 

Poetry 
Contest 
Announced· 

CINDY ROOK 
Managing Editor 

Th'.' National Poetry Press ls 
sponsoring a contest open to any 
student who is attending a 
junior or senior college. The 
deadline for turning in 
manuscripts is November 5. 
There is no limit to the number 
of poems one can enter, 
however each poem must be 
typed or printed on·a separate 
sheet of paper. Each paper 
m\lSt have the name, address 
and college address on it. 

Shorter works are preferred 
by the judges, because of 
limited space, but there is no set 
limit. There are not any rules 
pertaining to the form in which 
the poems are to be written. 
Manuscripts should be sent to: 
Office of the Press, National 
Poetry Press, 3210 Selby 
Avenue, Los Angeles, Calif. 
90034. 

Charge Full 

~ 
ByANNDYER 

('ometStarf 
College of the Mainland 

students-like many other 
Americans, are suffering from 
a widespread social diaeue 
known to some as "Chargo
mania ". Symptoms of the 
disease are over-charging, and 
thereby indebtedness, want of 
things now that you can pay for 
later, and a need for instant 
gratification. 

The root of all this evil ii the 
credit card, a direct "buy· 
product" of the American credit 
system. A credit card can get 
you a champagne dinner at 
Maxine's in Paris. 

You can even pay your way to 
heaven, if you think that'• 
possible, because some chur
ches accept credit cards u well 
as cash for contributions. Why 
not pay for that long-awaited 
honeymoon trip to WatkiJd. with 
your credit card? Or you e'an 
even make a down payment on 
that mink you've always 
wanted! 

But, alas, College of the 
Mainland appears to be the lut 
bastion of tl}e old·fa1hioned 
"cash on the barrel-head" way 
of doing busineaa.ccit lludent1 
widhlng to pay tultlon and 
activity fees with a credit card 
are out of luck. And did you 
have your credit c~d handy 
when it came to pay for books? 
So Sorry. 

Cash and checks oaly in the 
bookstore. Have you ever aaked 
in the snack bar in the student 
center if they'll accept a credit 
card? Don't wute yow time. 
THEY WON'T. 

If you have lost a library book 
or have a large ftne to pay in the 
library, have cash or a check• 
book on hand, because the 
llbrary won't take a credit card 
either. 

One &ood thin1 can be aalcl 
about the lack of thia coo• 
venlence at COM. At leut there 
won't be any 1on&-for10tten 
char1es made at COIi lurJd.n1 
in your mailbox to nrprl9e JOU 
when the bll1a come. 



PAT FARRAR 
Staff Writer 

Bill Pope, a graphic arts 
major at COM, has recently 
been awarded first place in the 
second week competition of the 
Galveston Daily News amateur 
photograpny contest. The 
winning photograph portrayed 
a young girl in the rain. 

His photograph will be kept 
by the News for the overall 
competition at the end of the 
eight-week contest period. The 
first place winner at that time 
will receive a $100. 

COM In Focu_s 



Hockey Gaining 
Popularity 

buying equipment. Skates can 
run up to $100, helmets $25, 
protective pants $50, gloves $65, 
and $8 for a stick. A player may 
also wish to plD"chaae shoulder 
pads, shin pads, elbowpads, and 
other accessories that may all 
toral about , $110. 

BRIAN SMITH 
For a sport that has been 

played foryears, hockey has 
just recently gained thousands 
of new fans. 

leagues for kids, had 10, 298 Because of the lack of lee 
teams registered last year, lime, more rinks are being built 
more than double the total in and the sport is thriving. The 
1969". In six A.H.A.U\ .S. fever is striking everyone, 
classifications, ranging from including the southern states 
Mites, 8 and under, to Juniors, ' where rinks used to be scarce. 

Men, women, and children 
have all taken to the ice, 
resulting in an increase of 
skating rinks and players in 

17 to lP, approximately 200,000 In Texas, the increase in 
athletes complete. hockey fans and players is most 

I amateur hockey leagues. Ac• 
~ ' cording to Time Magazine. 

Hockey is not an inexpensive , likely ~ result of The Houston 
sport and cannot be played on a Aeros, World Hockey League 
vacant lot. At some rinks, ice Champions. Hockey heros like 
time may cost up to $60 an hour. Gordy Howe ot the Aeros, 
But the real e:xpenae involve• prompt yowt1ater1, aa well as 

"The Amateur Hockey 
Association of the United 
States, the governing body_ of 

Jim Mc Nutt ,took ·second place out of 25 contestants 
competing in the Men's Sub-Novice Division of the 
Louisiana State Open Raquetball Championship. 

Intramural Schedule 
Activity Entay Due Play Begins Time 

Table 'l!nnis Nov.5 Nov.5 1:00 

(Mixed Doubles) Nov. 7 Nov. 10-14 
PoolB-Ball Dec. 3 Dec. 3&5 1:00 
Photo Contest Dec. 5 Dec. 8-11 12:30 

' 

I -7 
Support The -

Basketball! Comet 
Team I I 

L _, 
Sign Up Now 

Tl•erl.' i:, st ill lime to s ig11 up 
fnr he a1111ual even1 s snonsored 
b:v s,ut1Pn, Ar'i"i'1cs. Tl is 
years '-'"l'11 s include b, wling. 
p eke billiards able :ennis, 
r ess a i.d •tiis year f11Nball • as 
bee, included . T• esc aclivi1ies 
are sp s red in rder '" f•rn · a 
:eam · 11 represen: COM at the 
ACU-1 Reginnal Games 
T ur,:a11,en· . 

The ACU-1 consists of J unior 
and Seni"r Cr,lJeges and 
U11iversi1 ies in Texas, Arkansas 
a11d L uisiana. All Regional 
winners will g, 1111 1c, r epresent 
COM a the National F inals. If 
y u w uld like 111 sign up for any 

f 'hese games, g11 by Leroy 
Augus, 's ffice, upstairs in the 
'c Uege Center, r onm 216. 

Pa1e1 
men and women, to atep l.nto the 
rink. 

In the first game of the aeaaon 
on October 11, the Aeros 
defeated the New E-ngland 
whalers, 5-0, and Howe scored 
his 852 career goal. Some 
canadians feel that the United 
States will inevitabley conb'ol 
the pro hockey games aa a 
result of n,ore young players 
and a greater emphasis on the 
sport. 

Gators E~(e 
Comets 

By BRIAN SIIIT~ 
The San .: ttcinto North Gator,: 

~ged the COM Comets 
volleyball~. 15-10, and 15-1, 
consecutively in the COM gym 
on October 15. 

The first game proved to be a 
shocker when Bialas, number 
23, of the Gators, served up 
thirteen consecutive points 
against the Comets. Although 
the Comets succeeded in 
reaching double figures, San 
Jacinto took the first game 15-
10. 

The Comets revealed a 
greater playing abfilty in the 
second game when Lynn 
Glazner, 6, served up 4 point• to 
boost the score to 7-6. The 
remainder of the game proved 
to be a head and head battle 
witil Barbie Springer, 2, with 14-
10 on the scoreboard, served up 
2 points for a 14-12 score and a 
hope for a Comet comeback. 

However, the Comets attempt 
fell through when the Gatora 
served up one more point taking 
he game and the match. 



Pagel 

833-.500.000 
tJnelaiDted 
-Seholarships 
Over $33,500,000 unclaimed scholarships, grants, aids, and 
fellowships ranging from $50 to $10,000. Current list of 
these sources researched and compiled as of Sept. 15, 1975. 

UNCLANED SCHOLARSHPS 
11275 Massachusetts Ave., Los An,eles, CA 90025 

• I am enclosing $9.95 plus $1 .0Q for postage and handling. 

------------------------I PLEASE RUSH YOUR CURREh1 LIST OF I I UNCLANED SCHOLARSHPS SOURCES TO: I · 
I
J ~me, ____________ I 

Address ______________ _ 

I City, ________ State ____ ip_ I 
I (California n,sidents pie- add 6% sales ta11.) I 

L------------------------~ 

1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

THE MAINLAND COMET 

WANTS TO 
HEAR YOUR GRIPES · 

COME TO COMET OFFICE WED., 3 P.M. 

·············································~-··· : MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY I 
I •-
• All movies shown in College Center· Room 120 • 
• I I Conta,:;t Leroy August for information concerning Intramural tourn a ments I 

• Contact Karen Atk:nson for information concerning SCPC sponsored programs I 
I • • .:.------- SCPC ~ Student Center Programs Council --- - - __ _, • = 3 - - ~~- . - - · ----

1 iJ Sports Day · ._
6
_____ ~ = 

I , At Bra-:osport I 
8 p.m. - Arena Thtr. 

I 0live il•f11sical Review I • 12 & 7 FREE MO VIE $ I . Students • • ~),finis cry of Fear
0 

~~~ • 
• 1',,ft 1 - Table Tennis 12:30 · SCPC • • ----- 4 - St. Assoc. 

1 
,g. Tny. Meeting ..., __ ~~~ • • -- ·--·--·-· 1-----··-----··----J 12:30-- Free.Free -

13
- l~-0 - SCPC • 

I ll.l 12 
o o · • • 
Musical Duo Meetmg 8 p.m. - Arena Thtr. • Folksingers 0Live Musical Review • • J - Pinball Tuy. 1 - Pinball Triy. 8 - 12 p.m. • 

RECORD Hop $1 - Students • M . d Dbls Mixed Dbls. 9 & 7 I • u:e . . a.m. p.m. --• Free Movie $. 75 • • "Flame of New 1 • Pinball Tny. J - Pinball Tny. • 
4 - S t. A ssoc. Mtg. Orleans 0 Mixed Dbls. M ixed Dbls. • ---- - ------ -~-~-----+-~-- -+- ~- - -~ • • 12:30-SCPC • 

• Mee ting I • 7:30 - Basketball • 
J 2:00 - Frtte .lfovie Pensecola - Here • 0Brother John° • 

12:30 - TRIKE I 7:30 - Basketball R A CE 8 p.m. Arena Theater • 
• 

0live M usical Review I 
Angelina - there 4 - St. A s.we. Mtg. $ l S tudents 

• -~----+--~--- ~----+-y------+-r---~ • • s 21 I 
I LAST DA y TO _,....,.._,'- I • DROP CLASSES ,;::::::: • • WITH 'W' • 
•• Thank sgiving •• 

4 - St. Assoc. Mtg. Th anksgiving Holiday s 

I ..__ _ ______ _.__ _______ ,__ Holiday s I 
I ~~~ • 
I • 
• • • · I 
• • 
1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , 

,., 
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Cheri Joynson, (not vluble, Regis Meyers), Don Plake, Sunny Westin, 
Andrea Miller, Betty Regan, Kenneth Wetcher, Myra Schmitt, Cliff 
Mabry, Ray Schmitt (at piano). 

U.SA Opens-------r;;;;l)i;;,~ 
Th• .,, ••• p,oduotio~~m~~tio ~ill pm~m th, duU,s i Discussed 

Mainland Community Theatre of stage director. 
will be a musical review of Those performing in the 
America entitled "USA". The production will include Myra 
play will open November 6th Schmitt, Don Blake, Cliff 
and will run Thursday, Friday, Mabry, Cheri Johnson, Andrea 
and Saturday nights until Miller, Ken Wetcher, Regis 
November 22nd. Meyers, Betty Regan, and 

Joyce Morris will produce the Sunny Westin. 
play, with the help of musical For ticket reservations, call 
director, Ray Schmitt. Jack 938-1211, ext. 227. 

Boyle Elected 

President 
By LOCHIE FOWLER 

Comet Staff 
Dan Doyle, College of the 

Mainland's Director of 
Financial Aid, was elected 
President of the College and 
University Financial Aid Ad-

ministrators at its recent state
wide convention in San Antonio. 

Doyle's election to the Texas 
Association, which is the third 
largest in the nation, marks the 
first time a president has been 
elected from a public junior
com m unity college. 

Last year, Doyle was selected 
to represent the Association in 
Washington, D.C., and was also 
one of ten administrator~ 
selected by the HEW office of 
Education from a five-state 
area to review applications for 
Federal student funding in 
Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico, 
Arkansas and Louisiana. 

Dr. Fred A. Taylor, President 
of COM, Noted "We are 
delighted that Dan Doyle will be 
able to bring his expertise and 
experience to this critically 
im.l!Qrtaru po_mjon ... 

The major objective of the 
State Association is to en
courage students. to pursue a 
higher education and to provide 
the financial aid necessary to 
achieve their goals. 

By CAROL SMITH 
Comet Staff 

College of the Mainlands' 
student government bad their 
first "Town Meeting" 'l'hur
sday. There were-ii number of 
students and faculty present. 

There were several questions 
raised by the students per
taining to the parking lot, loans 
that COM doesn't offer, and a 
child care center that COM 
doesn't have. 

Dr. Fred Taylor stated that to 
improve, or to get some of these 
facilities would mean taking 
away from the resources we 
already have. 

There is only so much money 
in the budget, he said. 

To build a child care center at 
COM, for instance, would cost a 
great deal of money. Thus, we 
would have to perhaps take 
away some of the resources for 
educational facilities to make 
this program · available. Dr. 
Taylor said as much as we 
would like to have this facility, 
it would be out of the question at 
this time. 

The date for the meeting will 
be set later. 

Phi Theta 
Meets 

The next meeting of the Delta 
Sigma Chapter of Phi Theta 
Kappa will be on November 5, 
1975. The meeting starts at 12: 30 
in room 122 of the College 
Center. Everyone is asked to 
attend. 

Texas City, Texas 

Audio Survey 
Shows Trends 

By PAT FARRAR 
f'.:ometStaff 

The problems of 1uflafion, planners. 
lack of student participation, One trend that was 
and bureaucratic backlog are discovered was that more time 
not the sole property of the COM is being given to planning and 
branch of the Association of operating events by staff 
cbllege Unions-International. A whereas student volunteer time 
survey was compiled by John is diminishing. Student 
Ketter, union dire'ctor at North leadership is temporary with a 
Michigan University, to high turnover of members on 
determine trends in student program boards. 
union programming. Most activities are planned 

Utilizing cassette tapes for because of the high interest in 
the gathering of information outdoor recreational activities. 
instead of the usual written Live entertainment at the grass 
survey form, Ketter found some roots level is of more interest 
interesting results. ti.an the big name 
Budgets have not been greatly professionals. Films are 
cut, except by inflation. Fewer becoming less popular, with 
high-priced entertainers are arts and crafts taking an up-
brought· to campuses. Staff swing. Campuses aren't as 
professionals are doing mµch of politically active as In years 
the planning. Student govern- past. 
ments do little programming The major finds of this survey 
and those that do are usually was that there seems to be a 
unsuccessful. The active part shift by students towards more 
played by students in union temporary planning with the 
progr~mming is important, union staff profeui~ taltln& 

~4"~- a flit rroo!!,:ilf' " Oil moat of. tbe work load. 

COM Promoter 
By CAROL SMITH 

Comet Staff 
Mary V. Danaczko 1s one of 

College of the Mainlands' 
behind the scene promoters. 
Mary is the Public Information 
Officer for COM. She has been 
at COM for the past two years 
and says,"-1 find my job here 
just · as challenging and 
rewarding as the first day I 
started here." 

Mary writes all the material 
we see in the college 
catalogues; the various 
newspaper articles concerning 
COM; and all news pamphlets 
that are mailed out to COM 
students and the general public 
as well. 

Dr. Fred Taylor, President of 
College of the Mainland says, 
Mary has done an outstanding 
job in cooimunicating the pur
poses and values of COM to the 
public." 

Just to enter Mrs. panaczko·s 
office one can tell she is 
thoroughly devotea and en-

thusiatic about her job. One is 
greeted with a warm and 
friendly smile which are 
elements of communication. 
Needless to say, Mary's career 
in public relations is an exciting 
one. She earned her degree in 
Journalism at Ohio State 
University. She has edited 
material in public relations for 
various schools and companies 
in five different states. 

During her career, she has 
written some half-a-dozen 
articles for such well known 
magazines as "Parents 
Magazine," "The Chicago 
Tribune," "Yaching" and 
several other educational 
magazines. 
, When you're reading one of 
the pamphlets on College of the 
Mainlands achievements, or 
browsing through your COM 
catalogue think of Mary 
Danaczko, because she's the gal 
behind it all. 
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Conforming To Conformily 
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Missing 

Person 

By GOERGE BOUltNE 
Comet News Editor 

There is someone lost; a 
person of importance is 
missing. 

The missing per~n is none 
other than the "individual," 
who bas disappeared among the 
maze of conformity that 
surrounds us in the life styles 
that we all seem to espouse. 
Whenever the individual ap
pears, be is thought of as 
strange, different and 
somewhat of an odd ball. There 
is a little bit of this missing 
person in all of us and I believe 
that when one lets him (or her) 
out one tends to feel better. 
Society' ·in general' tends to be 
in better shape when more than 
a few let themselves throw off 
the cload of conformity and 
speak out. 

Part of the reason that we, the 
members of society in this land 
to a , 
thoughts that we have is due to 
peer• group pressure. This 
means that we don't want our 
peers to think that we might 
have different ideas on subjects 
that are of mutual interest. 
Though we do have different 
ideas, they are kept within, 
thereby keeping the respect, we 
hope, of those that are sharing a 
mutual concern or interest. It 
seems to me that by repressing 
these ideas, what we gain in 
respect we lose in sell-respect; 
moreover, the segment of 
society that the person is 
concerned about loses, for the 
inputs toward the solutions of 
the problems are lacking in 
variation and numbers. When 
one adds the number of non· 
individuals or nonconformists 
one finds that there are quite a 
number of people who are 
silent, thereby robbing us, the 
members of society, of a lot of 
original thoughts and concepts. 
The new ideas that surface 
above the sea of stale thinking 
~ome from that person who 
dares to think differently. 

When an individual does 
speak up and put forth a new 
concept be has not only broken 
the shackles of conformity that 
bind those who fear to be dlf. 
ferent, but more than likely he 
has found a new freedom-the 
freedom of expression. This 

freedom of expression that the 
person bas found often seems to 
release some of the frustrations 
that tend to build up within him. 
Some of these same frustrations 
are frequently caused by the 
seemingly insurmountable 
problems of today's complex 
society, thus when the new· 
found freedom of ~xpression is 
applied toward these same 
problems, some of the above• 
mentioned frustrations seem to 
disappear. With the disap
pearance comes the realization 
that the maze of complexities 
that once stood in front of the 
individual bas disappeared 
also. 

How does the individual put 
his new discovery to work for 
himself? First, he becomes 
aware of what the problems are 
and this he docs by such means 

watching television news 
programs and specials on items 
of interest and concern. Another 

. means of awareness is to attend 
local meetings of such groups as 
the town council or school 
board. As the individual is now 
aware of what problems exist, 
he may now address himself 
towards them in a 
knowledgeable manner. With 
this step the single soul 
becomes an individual rather 
than a follower of the herd. Thus 
he becomes that "Individual"
who was missing. 

When I began this paper I 
pointed out that the individual 
in our society today had, for a 
large part disappeared through 
our quite natural tendency to 
conform, rather than stand up, 
be different, and be heard. The 
frustrations of modern living 
tend to overwhelm and 
discourage, creating a feeling of 
impotence which is magnified 
by our ability to leave the 
solutions to others. It is by 
becoming involved that we are 
able to find release from the 
bondage of conformity. With 
involvement a person becomes 
an individual rather than 
merely existing as a member of 
the silent majority, and this can 
bring a sense of ac• 
complishment rather than a 
feeling of frsutration. 

The Mainland Comet 
The COMET I• a student 

publication, published every 
. other Monday by the Q)llege of 
the Mainland Journ1l11m 
Department. The opinions 
~JIPI m • ID ·tbe editorials are · 
not aecrua,v U. ....,, .. of ...... 

Managing Editor Cindy Rook 
News Editor George Bourne 
Government Carol Smith 
Sports Brian Smith 
Photographer Dwayne Colvin 
Entertainment Locble Fowler 

Gidget Campbell 
. llfttrue'b>r John Ballone 

Editorial 

There is a large lack of student involvement at COM. Very 
few students care about what is going on here and even less want 
to do something about it. But then it is that very same students 
who complains and says that their is nothing going on here and 
that they are extremly bored . 

Why are people afraid to become involved and in turn have 
some fun? Sure, you may only be here for two years, or maybe 
less, but that is no reason not to have some fun while you are 
here. 

Just this month alone there is going to be three free movies, 
a table tennis tournament, four days of pinball tournaments, a 
Record Hop, a ttike race and si.x performances of the review, 
U.S.A. This is not all of the activities planned for this month 
either. There will also be numerous sports activities. Including 
basketball and volleyball games and a number of intermurla 
_!tames. 

So get off your chair and do something instead of com
plaining. There is something for everybody, but if you are not 
one of the people who fall into the catagorie of being an 
everybody, why not try suggesting some activltie that you would 
enjoy? 

Letter To The Editor 

Duck Pollution? 
Dear Editor: 
I am writing in regards to the terrible problem this school 

has with the ducks. Now, I'm not against ducks at all. As a 
matter of fact, some of my best friends are ducks. It's just that 
they are messy. Have you noticed how they throw their feathers 
all over the place without concern about anyone else? And how 
they make that constant quacking noise on purpose? I think 
they're all part of a Commie conspiracy to keep us college 
students from completing our education and upholding the 
American way. So. I say, eradicate the filthy buggers! 

~ ThEk you, 
Bill Pope 

Dear Bill, 
I can understand bow you feel about the 

ducks. But I ask you, lf you bad those dlrty 
feather• all over your body on a bot day, 
wouldn't you want to try and shed a few? 
Also, do you try and study out by the lake? I 
don't have any trouble with noise Inside the 
buDdlng. You have a point when you say that 
they might be part of a Commie plan, but who 
listens to a duck? Or for that matt.er, who 
talks to them? 

I'm sorry Bil, but the ducks were here 
before you were and I have a feeling they will 
remain here after you have gone. Row about a 
committee to clean up after the ducks? U 
there it anyone Interested, get In touch with 
Bill. 

The Editor. 

How Much? 

Poetry 

Life Force 
Rushing swiftly 
running over itself 
the water 
is impatient, 
full of unspent energy . 
Then 
with a dull moan 
of agony 
it explodes 
against the rock 
fragmenting 
flashing dull white 
and angry silver 
in the only battle 
it has ever known. 
Grey with age 
and pitted, 
fatigue etched carelessly 
across its stubborn sides ... 
the rock eagerly absorbs 
the onslaught 
even as it slowly 

' painfully 
gives way. 

Choir 

Doug Forbes 

Needs People 

Wayne Doyle, director of the 
Mainland Choir has announced 
that the choir will perform a· 
Christmas concert December 
16th, Doyle also added that 30 
additional voices are needed. 

"There are no auditions for 
the Chorale. Anyone who loves 
to sing is welcome to join us"., 
Doyle said. 

Rehearsals are held every 
SundpY afternQWLaJ.,b10 in,,1.he 
Choir room of COM's Fine Arts 
Building. 

Interested .Parties may 
contact Larry Stanley at 938· 
1211, ext. 214. 

Pool Tourney 

ResuHs 
Mary McCown, who in the 

past had allowed several 
tournaments to literally slip 
through her fingers, put it all 
together this time to win top 
honors in COM's first women's 
pool tournament of the 
semester. 

Finishing second and third 
respectively were Laura Garcia 
and Arlene Fletcher. Pat Mc• 
Neely, who surprised a lot of 
people was fourth. The tour
nament was held Oct. 16, 12 
p.m. in the game room. 

Ne Nutt 
Speaks 

Chairman of the College of the 
Mainland's Division of 
Business, Ms: Dorothy McNutt 
spoke recently before the fall 
meeting of the Post Secondary 
Deans and Directors of 
Technical-Vocational 
Programs. The topic of her 
discussion was "Cooperative 
Education • 1975: Proposals 
1984". 

Ms. McNutt, was elected 
secretary .of the Texas 
Association of Post-Secondary 
Technical-Vocational Ad· 
ministrators, and is currently 
working on her doctorate 
degree from Nova University in 
l<~orida. 



Ace 
Bowlers 
Score 
High 

By BRIAN SMITH 
Comet Staff 

Richard Watts and Eileen 
Tepera took first place in the 
Student Division while Lloyd 
Longhion and Sally Hudnall 
took first in the Faculty division 
of the COM Mixed Doubles 
Bowling Tournament. 

Cynthia Davison took the low 
average of the tourney with 32.6 
while Larry Moreno bowled and 
average of 53.3. 

The winners of both divisions 
and the high and low game 
players were presented with 
trophies at the end of the 
competit~on. 

Results of Mixed Doubles Bowling Tournament 

STUDENT DIVISION 
TEAMS 
Richard Watts-EIieen Tepera 
Mary Stickney-Cosme Tijerina 
Dianne Guyton-Moses Brown 
Joe Valesquez-Rita Shipman 
James Knapp-Katrina Jones 
Henry Westmoreland-Rebecca Green 
Kevin Kemp-Raquel Garza 
Deborah Eaton-James Winston 
Larry Moreno-Gina Wofford 
Sharon McKenna-Glenn Augustus 
Cynthia Davison-Andra Toussaln 

Faculty-Steff Division 
Lloyd Longnlon-Sally Hudnall 
Karen Atkinson-Bob Shinn 
Jerry Anderson-Barbara Bridges 

Richard Watts 
EIieen Tepera 

Cynthia Davison 
Larry N.oreno 

High Game 

Low Average 

TOTAL PINS 

882 
751 
743 
6-46 
608 
500 
486 
450 
«1 
i36 
420 

889 
875 
781 

176 
1«. 

32.6 
53.3 

Shake it Baby! 
By LOCKIE FOWLER 

Comet Staff 

COM's Division of Physical 
Education and Recreation has 
added non-credit classes in 
Belly Dancing, Beginning 
Tennis and Gymnastics to its 
curriculum in an attempt \o 
offer the Community courses in 
which it shows interest. 

The newly-created Belly 
Dancing classes are scheduled 
to begin November 18 and run 
through December 23. Session 
times are Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, at 8: 30-9: 30 a.m. 
9:30-10:30 a.m., and 10:30-11:30 
a.m. The course will be taught 
by Barbara Dunn, known in
structor in this field throughout 
the area. Tuition for the five 
weeks will be $5. 

Tennis will be offered in two 
new non-credit classes. One is 
scheduled for Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 9: 30-10: 50 a.in., and 
the other for 7: 15-8: 35 P .M. also 
on- Tuesday and Thur-

sdays. Sessions will run October 
28 to December 9, and Tultifa 
cost is $6.00 

There is a growing interest ia 
gymnastics in this area for 
youngsters, and beginning 
October 28 and 30 respectivel.f. 
a six week session will begin fat 
children six years of age and up. 
There will be one class oa 
Tuesdays and another oa 
Thursdays, both meeting at 6: OIi 
p.m. and lasting until 7:30 p.m. 
The classes will be taught b7 
Mr. and Mrs. R.D. King, botJa 
well-known in the ·area for their 
experience in the field ol 
gymnastics. 

Registration for any of these 
classes must be completed at 
the COM Non-Credit 
Registration Office. Further 
information may be obtaine.l 
from the Physical Educatioa 
Office, 938-1211, Ext. 417, or 
Non-Credit Registration, Ext. 
266. 

Campus Moods 
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Georae Val George 

ESP Mystifies_ Audiente 

By GIDGET CAMPBELL 
Comet Staff 

George Val George, an 
enigma for all seasons, recenUy 
appeared at COM'S Student 
Center. Val George is one of 
those unique individuals who 
possesses that mysterious 
quality labled as "ESP". Val 
George maintains that he is not 
a mind reader or fortune teller, 
but that the human ·mind is 
capable of sending and 
receiving messeges. He also 
stated that everyone possesses 
ESP. but that certain people 
can develop their powers more 
readily than others. 

To begin his demonstration, 
Val George wrote "something 
that will come to pass before I 
leave here today", and gave the 
paper to an audience member. 
He then correcUy receited a 
passage in a book by asking a 
student assistant to imagine 
that .she was writing the 
passage on a black board. In 
addition, the mystic accurately 
named a telephone number 
another participant was 
thinking of and even described 
the person to whom the number 
belonged. 

Val George then went to to 
prophiseze ~ upcoming events, a 
talent for which he has an 87 
percent accuracy. Amoung bis 
predictions are: 

Ted Kennedy will be drafted 
as the Democratic candidate, 
but Gerald Ford will win the 

'election for the presidency. 
Patty Hearst will reveal that 

she was betrayed by a close 
friend, will spend only 90 days in 
jail, but will eventually kill 
beself. 

There will be an airline crash 
in the mid-west during an Los 
Angeles to New York flight, and 
124 people ~ d the crew will be 
killed. 

Another woman will attempt 
to kill Gerald Ford, but this 
time, he will rf'ceive a super
ficial wound to 'le shoulder. 

Val George also advised that 
any one who had money in the 
stock market to pull it out after 
the election. 

As a conclusion, Val George 
asked five people to write a 3 
diget number, and then asked a 
sixth participant to add the 
numbers together. The total of 
the numbers was 2,479. On the 
slip of paper being held by a 
student throughout the 
demonstration, was the num
ber, 2,479. 

BUY BONDS! 
Take stock m America. 

Buy US. Savings Bonds. 

~ ... 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Try Your Luck With Pluck! 

TO PLAY: There will be 51 cards dealt; with any one of 'the 
four duces (2) removed from the deck before the deal begins. 

NOTE: After all cards are dealt, the dealer has the option of 
exchanging that duce (2) for any one of the cards his her hand. 

THE DEAL: Cards will be dealt in succession with each 
player receiving 17 cards each. If a player is dealt more than 
one in succession or receives more than 17 cards, play is stoppe<t 
and the same player redeals. 

SCORING: The required number of boiks (tricks) to be 
made by each player is 6, 4, and 7. 

Example: The player to the dealer's left is required to make 
6 books; the player at right makes 4 books, and the dealer is 
required to make 7 books. 

THE GAME: 1. The dealer is always the player to call 
trumps. 

2. Whenever the player falls to make the required number of 
books he-she is plucked by the player (s) making over his-her 
required number. 

Example 1: If player no. 1 makes only 4 books when he was 
required to make 6, then he is plucked twice by player no. 2 who 
was required to make 4 but actually made 6. 

Example 2: Player no. 3 makes only 3 books; player no. 1 
makes 7 books; and player no. 2 makes 7 books; then player no. 
1 gets 1 pluck, no. 2 gets 3 plucks. 

NOTE: Description of Pluck: To pick and or pull. 
Example: If a player hands you 3 of hearts; you are 

obligated to pass that player the highest card from your hand in 
that suit. 

NOTE: You must give the player (s) that handed you a 
card, the highest card from your hand in that suit (s). 

Giesen Uses New 

Teaching Aids 

By Lochie Fowler 
Comet Staff 

While her teaching aids are 
not new, careful choices have 
made a definite impact on the 
students in Ms. Clare Giesen's 
current Sociology 132 class at 
COM. 

Ms. Giesen believes in 
utilizing local experts in the 
particular fields her course 
covers, and thus far has brought 
into her classroom the following 
specialists to speak to her 
students: Brenda Mitchell, an 
art thereapist who talked about 
using art as a therapeutic tool; 
Rorry Harper, Associate 
Director for Inlet Crisis Center 
in Houston, who talked about 
the Center's function; and Don 
Henslee, Municipal Judge for 
the City of Webster, who talked 
to the students about crime •and 
delinquency. 

Scheduled for the future are 
St. Joe Kuenhee, vice Squad, 
Houston Police Department, 
speaking on his experiences and 
attitudes on vice and deviant 
behavior, and Ron Pruitt, an 
attorney for a number of 
Houston clubs, discussing his 
experiences in the courtroom. 

On November 4, Tom Murrah, 
Vice President of the Capital 
National Bank in Houston, will 
approach the subject of poverty 
from the Banker's view, and on 
November 14, Beverly Manne 
will speak on the area's senior 
citizens's projects in terms of 
family structure and break• 
down. 

" I find guestlecturers are one 
of the most effective teaching 
tools I can possible use in the 
classroom," observes Giesen, 
who feels the world-at-large 
should be the classroom for a 
course in social problems. 

Spring 

Registration 
All students currenuy at

tending the Fall semester, 1975 
and re-entering students will be 
eligible for early registration 
for the Spring semester, 1976. 
Re-entering students must file a 
re-entry card in the Records 
Office by November 19, 1975. 
Students attending the Fall 
semester, 1975 do not need to fil 
a re-entry card In tte Records 
Office. 

The dates of early 
registration are Novell\J>er 24, 
25, 26' December 1-5. 

All students eligible for early 
registration will be mailed a 
permit to register with in
structions. 

Judo, 

Anyone? 
By CAROL SMITH 

Comet Staff 
Elisebeth Staurte Bourne is 

a unique woman on the COM 
campus. She is the only woman 
in COM's second judo class of 
twelve men. 

Mrs. Bourne said she never 
joined the class to try and 
challenge men oranything. She 
just needed the exercise and 
found judo to be the most in
teresting form of exercise. She 
says at first it bothered her a 
little that there were qo other 
women in the class, liut now 
itdoesn'tbotherher at all. When 
ask if she was afraid that she 
might get hurt by one of the men 
she said," I'm not afraid of the 
men, but I'm a little afraid 
every lime I go because I have a 
hard time learning to fall." 

Mrs. Bourne says she doesn't 
go into the sacred ritual of judo 
very deep, however, she has 
good feeling of self-awareness 
after the classes. 

She finds learning judo in 
itself a challenge and plans to 
continue until the end of the 
course. She says she hopes 
more women plan to join the 
group, that it might be more 
fun. 

So Judo anyone? 

UIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 

Keep 
the spirit of 

1776 ringing. 
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Opinion Poll 
11lf you were in the hospital with a terminal 

disease, would you prefer to allowed to 11die naturally" 
or to be kept alive by lifHUStaining machinesy1" 

BARKER 

SE12ER 

WEBERLEIN 

By ANN DYER 
Comet Staff 

WITHERSPOON 

SHARP 

BAZEMORE 

VALERIE BARKER: "I would prefer to die naturally. 
What good would it be to stay alive by a machine if you're going 
to die anyway? 

BURNELLA WITHERSPOON: "lfl wasn' t in control of my 
body or mental functions I would rather die naturally, 

MARY SELZER: "I would like to die naturally bec ause it is 
less pressure on family and friends." 

BETTY SHARP: "If I were in the hospital with a terminal 
disease, I would demand my right to check out of the hospital 
and therefore suffer my end and place and anywhere I so chose. 
(Under an old oak tree)." 

MARY ELLEN WEBERLEIN: "If I were given my choice, 
I'd let nature take it's course." 

ALMA BAZEMORE: "If a machine can keep you alive and 
you can still live a halfway normal life (working, etc.), then I 
say it's alright to have the life-sustaining machine. But, if you 
did not have any control over my body, I would prefer to die 
naturally." 

Any Questions 

For Bentsen? 
By CAROL SMITH 

Comet Staff 
The Mainland Comet is 

running a survey to find what 
the three most important 
questions students of COM 
would like to ask Senator Lloyd 
Bentsen. Students who would 
like to participate are to turn 
their questions in by no later 
than December 19. The 
questions are to be put into the 
journalism box at the in• 
formation desk in the student 
center. 

As most of you know Senator 
Bentsen of Texas is running for 
President of the United States. 
In the December issue of the 
Texas Monthy, Senator Bentsen 
seems to be picking up a good 
number of votes. We are asking 
that student s submit t hree 
questions that they feel are 
impor t ant to ask Senat or 
Bensen The t hree most 
~.c!qtif;r.t,)' d',r. .. u-'q.t .. StlOUS will 
be sent to Senator Bentsen and 
his answer will be published a 
coming issue of the Comet. 

Bennick Is 
Teacher 

Of The Year 
By GIDGET CAMPBELL 

Comet Staff 
The Texas Business 

Education Association named 
COM's own Ann Bennick as 
Teacher of the Year for District 
IV. Ms. Bennick is an instructor 
in the Division of Business and 
was selected by a point system 
based on professional 
achievements in the past five 
years. 

Ms. Bennick is . responsible 
for the development of the first 
audio-visual-tutorial systems in 
Texas. This system is used for 
teaching the Office Machine 
and Typewriting course here at 
COM. ( The system is the second 
in production in the United 
States.) In addition, Ms. Ben
nick has served as a consultant 
to the University of Houston at 
Clear Lake City in the 
development of an audio-visual
tutorial laboritory on that 
campus. 

Ms Bennick was chosen as 
Teacher of the Year in the 
region containing the largest 
membership in the state, and 
included participants from 
Galveston, Fort Bend, Mon· 
tgomery, Brazoria, and Harris 
Counties. 

Texas City, Texas 

Hubisz' Plus Viets 
equal Happy Home 

By LOCHIE FOWLER 
Comet Staff 

During the closing days of taught American military men 
June, John Hubisz, Physics karate suddenUy recognized a 
instructor and his wife Jola, a former pupil as one of the 
Literacy instructor at COM, guards. He told his friend, a 
undertook a new and exciting karate co-instruc~or, that the 
venture that of providing a guard looked familiar, and the 
home for six members of a friend gained admittance for 
Vietnamese family from himself and Dung's family 
Saigon. These people came to through this chance encounter. 
the Hubisz' by way of Guam , Dung and thll others were 
and Fort Chafee, Arkansas, as among the last to be airlifted 
did most of the other recently- from the roof of the Embassy 
arrived Viet namese in the building . When asked her 
Galveston-La Marque-Texas- feelings about this country, 
City area. Ms. Hubisz said," We Dung says she likes it here, but 
will have them at least a year, "I am lonely sometimes for my 
and we are enjoying the family country." 
and lear ning so much from 
them." 

Dung Quan is the eldest of the 
children and was employed as a 
typist for the American E m
bassy in Saigon. She speaks 
English fluently. She said her 
family was scheduled to be 
11k~n b · Arr ·:c~n o!rlier,. •c 

the Ame rican E mbassy 
Building in Saigon on the last 
day of the refugee airlift. Time 
grew short, and no one came, so 
in desperation, Dung, her 
mother, three brothers and two 
sisters gathered up their few 
transportable belongings, and 
struggling against crowds 
thronging the streets, made 
their way to the Embassy 
building with a friend. 

Upon their arrival, they found 
soldiers guarding the doors, and 
no one was being admitted. One 
of Dung' s two teen-aged 
brothers, both of whom had 

--A prollllc· 11uttior uf 11nt1• 
Rrltb h llll tlrlrnl plny!I, Mt1rc•y 
OIIM W11rrt1n wuic un ouhmokrn 
r,i,.trtot ' Tht- R!o<'l,lw1-11h., ' 11 
1·rh·hrut111n uf thfl 11tnutnlnl1111ii 
llrllhd1 rv111'11at1011 ul Hrn1t11n, 
w u11 ht1r IU\1$Wt1r lo ltrltlich 
(:rn ,luhn I " (lt-ntlc,m1rn John 
nf'l Bur1111ynt'l '11 l.oy1lhtt pluy 
" rtlt' Hh)(•k1ult1 11f llnicton." 
Mr~. W111·r1111' 11 P4't'11011ul t•i11111.
fur un11.-r u111lm11 lhfl IMll.11h 
w1111 lht1 utt11•k of u Crown or 
flc-t1I' upon ht1r brolhrr, pulriol 
ultol'nt•y Jllllt'II uu.. wlUlllt' 
ickull u111t bruin wrt't' 1111 111 
Ju1·od hit nttvttr '"''oVttrt'd hi11 
111tnlt.Y, Thci World Aln111na11· 
r«'llla. 

Spring Semester Offers 
Latin American History 

By ANN DYER 
Comet Staff 

This spring semester a new The class will use th·e textbook 
course, Latin American "Spain in America" by Gibson. 
History, is being offered to The instructor of the course 
College of the Mainland will be Dr. Manuel Urbina. Dr. 
students. The course, History Urbina completed his M.A. in 
237, is a 3-hour, credit course Latin American Studies at the 
that is transferable to all ac- University of Texas in 1967. He 
credited colleges and univer- is currently a candidate for a 
sities. There is no prerequisite Ph. D. in Latin American 
required. History, also at the University 

The purpose of HiS1ory 237 is of Texas. His dissertation topic 
to give students a survey of the is "The Impact of the Texas 
major significant events of Revolution on the Government 
Latin American history from Politics, and Society of Mexico; 
1492 to 1810. The course will 1836-1846." 
cover units on the Aztec, Maya, Dr. Urbina is listed in "Latin 
and Inca Civilizations; Spain American Area Specialists at 
and the New World ; Conque5t; · Texas Colleges and Univer-
Encomienda; Church; State; sities" published by the 
Spaniards and Indians, and The University of Texas at Austin, 
Borderlands. Institute of Latin American 

The class will make trips to Studies. 
nearby museums to see The class will meet each 
displays of authentic Aztec and Monday and Wednesday at s: 45 
other pre-Hispanic artifacts. p.m. 
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The Whodunit Again 
By GIDGET CAMPBELL 

Comei~•.aff 
Houston's newest arena, the 

Summit, hosted "The Who" last 
month in that group's opening 
leg of a U.S. tour. If the 
audience reaction is any in
dication, the concert was a 
smash success. 

The concert began 
fashionably late-around 8: 30 
and opened with a group from 
Jamica called "Toots and the 
Maytals." They exhibited a 
tremendous amount of energy 
and sound musicianship, but the 
audience response was 
lukewarmly polite. Part of the 
lack of enthusiasm was 
probably due to muted sound 
which was corrected by the 
time "Toots et al" completed 
their segment of the show. 

At 9: 35, "The Who" took the 
stage like a tidal wave, opening 
with several cuts off their new 
album. John Entwistle was 
featured on a song he wrote 
entitled "The Spider", which 
was very impressive. The sound 
was still fuzzy at this point, but 
was straightened out by the 
time Roger Daltry sashayed 

"'---'- ,_ LIUIUt:i~ 
T ... :~ 
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into "Behind Blue Eyes"
(Which prompted quite a few 
females to squirm in their 
seats!) 

A medley from the opera 
"Tommy" followed, which was 
entertaining, due to Peter 
Townshend's kinetics and Keith 
Moon's morbid sense of humor, 
but became a little boring 
because of a lot of obvious time
consuming jamming. 

The light crew did an ex
cellent job, the highlight of 
which was total darknesa 
pierced by an aureole of multi
colored lights during the "see 
Me" portion of "We're Not 
Gonna Take It." This was a 
trifle corny, but effective 
nonetheless. 

The musical genuis of The 
Who was established even 
further by this particular 
concert. Peter Townshend'• 
famous leaps across stage, 
Roger Daltry's obvious sex 
appeal, Keith Moon's incredible 
rapport with his drums, and 
John Entwhistle's mastery of 
the bass guitar made the first 
rock concert at the Summit and 
event that will be remembered 
for a long time in Houston. 

Exciting, Wonderful 

By LOCHIE FOWLER 
Comet Staff 

Last month, Pat Darde 
secretary of the Humanitie~ 
Department, and her husband, 
Joe, an engineer with Amoco 
Gas Company began a ten-day 
vacation trip through Mexico. 
They concentrated on a large 
triangular area from San 
Miguel de Allende, Guanajuato, 
and Dolores Hidalgo, planned 
their trip carefully, and drove 
fifteen hundred miles while in 
Mexico. 

Pat says her favorite town 
was San Miguel de Allende, 
partially because it was 6500 
feet above sealevel in the 
mountains, and also because of 
the picturesque and ancient 
churches and chapels she found 
there. "One church, or chapel, 
rather, was built in 1736. It's 
amazing to find something that 
old, and to try to realize just 
how many years that is," she 
said. She learned a little of the 
historv of San Miguel de 

Allende, "It was the Lexington
Conco,rd of the Mexican 
Revolution of 1810. I'm reading 
some more about Mex.lean 
history since we've been 
home." 

The accommodations were 
flawless, and the people they 
met were friendly. "Two things 
that particularly fascinated 
me," she remarked, "were the 
fountains set in the walls of the 
town, and the fact that milk and 
firewood are delivered house-to
house by donkeyback. The 
housewife comes out to the 
donkey, bringing her container, 
and the milk is drawn from 
huge cans he carries. And she 
selects her own firewood when 
the delivery donkey arrives. On 
the last day of our stay there, 
werelearned that the fountains 
were the city water supply. 
People came to the fountains 
with buckets and filled them for 
their homes." 

The Dardes, when obtaining 
their insurance for the trip, 
were given a log of good roads, 
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Blinded 
By PAT FARRAR 

Comet Staff 
To find you alone 
surrounded by glass 
Perception blurred ... 
not clear-like the glass. 
You scream at the strangers
say they don't understand 
but how can they know you 
when you won't let them in? 

To find you alone 
surrounded by glass ... 
when will you learn 
the understanding is there
you just have to ask. 

' :~.: ~~\:-. 
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Portraying the "Littlest Angels" in the for
thcoming production of Hansel and Gretel are (left 
to right) Christine Buras Ray Bass, and Kelly 

, Conway. 

hotels, motels, ana restaurants 
drawn up especially for their 
trip, and not once were they 
disappointed. "It was won
derful," Pat commented 
finally. "We'll remember it 
forever." 

The Mainland Comet 
The COMET is a, student 

publication, published every 
other Monday by the College ,of 
the Mainland Journalism 
Department. The o'J)inions 
expnued iD the editorials are 
not aeees11rly tbe opinions of 
the .taff. 

Managing Editor Cindy Rool: 
News Editor George Bourne 
Government Carol Smith 
Sports Brian Smith 
Entertainment Lochie Fowler 

Gidget Campbell 
ld'Struc'tor John Balione 



Politics In Spring '76 

-Finley Touts Ne 
COM offers a new and 

exciting course for those 
who are poliUcally minded 
this semester: International 
politics: Political Science 
237. The following article 
by J i m Finley, C01'1's 
Political Scientist should 
interest those who are 
naturaUy politically 
minded, and those who 
hope and want to be. 

FINLEY 
International relations is a 

study that is plagued with 
platitudes. It is a field where 
every man plays expert, where 
every teacher, every speaker, 
every preacher, every cabby, 
every table-thumping dinner 
guest has special insight and the 
inside story. The morning 
papers serve up a daily dose of 
cautious optimism and 
variations on the theme that 
justice will triumph. Popular 
writers give us elaborately 
presented glimpses of the ob• 
vious. 

What an injustice ! If ever 
there was a field where clear, 
hard thinking would bring 
immediate rewards, in
ternational relations is one. The 
importance of its study today is 
obvious. None of us cares to 
come to his final rest as a bit of 
fall-out. The fear of war has 
terrified us all and nearly 
paralyzed our thinking 
processes as well. Like 
primitives engaged in magic, 
we ri:tualistically repeat the 
procedures that have failed us 
before. We resemble the man 
who, faced with a foreigner who 
could not understand his 
language, shouted a little louder 
in order to make himself un· 
derstood. We are well aware of 
the proh!!.!ms that need to be 
solved, but we would get further 
if we stopped shouting and 
examined the problems in a less 
excited frame of mind. 

CARNIVAL 

This is not to imply that in
ternational politics Jacks ex
citement. Quite the contrary. 
The world's most significant 
events make up its history. 
Relations between nations have 
been exceptionally turbulent in 
the years since 1914. Two g reat 
world wars have shaken us to 
our roots, and we dread that 
somehow we will set off a third. 
These same years have seen the 
United States rise so rapidly in 
wealth and power that almost 
nonchalantly we have taken 
over the leadership of the world 
from Britain, only to find that 
what was grasped without effort 
may require great effort to 
hold, for new and jealous giants 
are growing up beside us. 

"Beneath the fast-paced 
meldodrama of war and of 
contests for world leadership, 
there is a deeper drama going 
on. Modernization is changing 
the face of the globe, creating 
new nations, and altering the 
nature of international politics. 
This is a creeping change, 
economic and social in its roots, 
but its progress is marked by 
political upheavals . The 
colonial world has shaken itself 
free, and colonialism as we 
have known it is coming to an 
end. The distribution of power 
among the major nations of the 
world is shifting. The period 
when white men ruled the world 
is drawing to a close. 

One of the most exciting 
things a bout the age in which we 
live is that we find ourselves 
between two eras. We were born 
in one world, and we will die in 
another. Our lives span the 
passage between them , and 
from where we shall stand in a 
few years we shall be able to see 
them both. Most of these who 
lived one hundred years ago, 
even sixty years ago, had 
limited horizons. They did not 
question the rules by which they 
lived or the a ccepted ex· 
plaoations of events. They took 
it for granted that the world as 
thev knew it, wit h minor 

by Dick Tumer 

"Boys in domestic science class are silly! They should learn 
that sort of thing from their fathers!" 

(',ourse 
corrections would continue to 
exist forever. Those who live a 
hundred years hence will also 
have a restricted view. For 
them the past will assume the 
nature of a myth carefully 
tailored not to disturb existing 
prejudices and conceptions, 
while the present will be ac
cepted as eternal. But we are 
living in one of these brief 
periods when both the past and 
the future can be seen in clear 
perspective and the differences 
between them identified and 
traced to their causes. It ls an 
age in which the social sciences, 
international relations among 
them, have come to life. 

The average undergraduate 
takes a course in international 
polit ics primarily to gain some 
understanding of the con· 
tem)X)l"ary world and, in par
ticular, of the role played by bis 
own country. Most, of course, 
seem to be interested in finding 
out more about particular 
events and issues, be it the cold 
war, European transnational 
integration, Vietnam, or the 
ABM. The one thing many 
students do not expect wheothey 
enroll in a course in in· 
ternational politics is an ab• 
stract analysis of the nature of 
the international system and 
the role of states in that system. 
Yet, because current events so 
soon become "ancient history," 
the aim of this course is to 
provide the student with those 
tools of analysis that will enable 
him to analyze tom::,rrow's 
events for himself. With this 
particular course orientation it 
is hoped that the student will 
gain a deeper comprehension 
of some of the external and 
internal problems states con
front and why frequently they 
act as they do whether they are 
capitalist of Communist, highly 
industrialized or economically 
underdeveloped. Thus, the 
cardinal purpose of this course 
is to sensitize the student as to 
how to think about international 
politics. The idea is to convey to 
the st«udent that there are a 
number of different ways to 
think about the subject and not 
just one way, not simply a 
" right" way. 

Students 

Show Stuff 
College of the Mainland held a 

multi-media Student Art 
Exhibition in the Fine Arts 
Gallery, College Center and 
Learning Resources Center. 
The exhibition opened with a 
reception on December 1. 

The juried exhibit featured a 
broad cross-section of the 
students· work and included 
painting, drawings and pottery. 

Two "mini-ex hibits" 
featuring the work of Rebecca 
Tubbs and Sonia . Dawidowicz 
advanced painting student~ 
were also held in the Ad· 
ministr ation Building and 
College Center during the same 
period. Both artists have 
created ser ies of p aintings 
which were hung as a group. 

Pool Tourney 
Winners 

Donnie Spriggins and 
Daphney Fowler captured first 
place in the COM Mixea 
Doubles Pool Tournament 
recently. Moses Brown and 
Laura Garcia came in second 
with Mary Mccown and Cosme' 
Tigerino taking third. All three 
teams were presented tropies. 

Opinion 

Comets 
Lose To 
Lamar 

By BRIAN SMITH 
Recently matching skills with 

the Lamar Car dinal JV's in 
Beaumont. the Comets added a 
70-84 loss to their season record. 

After a 46-31 halftime score, 
Lamar wrapped up the game, 
pressing after every shot. In the 
last minutes of the game, both 
teams emptied their benches. 
The Comet substitutes 
narrowed the Cardinal lead but 
the clock ran out. 

Laois Hayes took scoring 
honors with 16 points while 
Byron Thompson followed with 
15. Alonzo Hazley and Craig 
Reggins also hit double figures 
with 11 and 10 consecutively. 
Mike Stanton hit seven while 
Richard Mangrum and William 
Randall both added 4 points to 
the tally. Byron Thompson led 
the team with 13 rebounds. The 
loss drops the Comets' season 
record to 2-3. 

Yankee, Go Home/ 
Say. those Foiles up in the big town of Houston 

ta~e their politics serious., don't they? First I see 
Bnsco on the TV and say that the mayor is trying to 
make th_e city of Houston look like New York. How 
~s _a native New Yorker I resent that statement for 
it 1s easy to love New York when you are one 
~ousand miles away. Houston could never get as 
~ty as the "Big Apple," nor could it get as broke 
without the help of the labor unions bleeding it -dry. 

A lot of those muggings we hear about from the 
"B~g _Apple" occur because it is a city of walkers. 
:his 1s due to the extreme expense one would incur 
if ?ne were to try to use a car. Therefore Mr 
Bnsco, I submit to you that Houston is Houston and 
New York is New York and never the twain shall 
meet. 

Back ~o the politics of Houston, Mayor Hofheinz 
also got himself on the tube and made a few harsh 
statements,. It is interesting to note that the story 
about the Mayor making this big mistake was page 
~our 0~ the ~ouston Chronicle, the very paper that 
is a~amst him, so why not on page one? I'm sure I 
don t know, but I wonder. 

Good luck Houston sounds like you all will 
need it. ' 

• 
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OPINIONS 
Editorial 

On The Road To Detente 
President Ford's trip to China points out how 

far along the road our two countries have gone in 
the development of friendly relations. , Sino
American friendship is with us and it appears it is a 
solid lasting friendship. The Chinese are quick to 
point out the defects in our new relationship with 
the Russians, and they are not at all discrete while 
they are doing it. It seems that the Senate is also 
holding hearings where the same idea is being 
talked about. It seems that the U.S.S.R. has been 
cheating on the "SALT" arms agreement ac
cording to some of the witnesses. Since this is the 
pattern that the Soviets have always followed only 
the most optimistic should be surprised. 

But what about our other new friend the 
Chinese? Could it be that they are being just a little 
too quick in pointing out the faults in our other 
relationships? This is certainly a good way to 
divert attention away from whatever faults there 
might be in our mutual relations. The Chinese have 
one great fear at this time, and that is the 
protection of the Russian border. 

The Russians it seems also fear the Chinese 
because of this same border. This then could be the 
reason that both countries seek friendship with the 
United States. With the U.S. as a friend, both 
countries would feel a greater sense of security. 

In both cases the countries involved are being 
less then honest witius and using time in order to 
develope greater strength for a possible war. If this 
war should come about, and it very well might, 
where will the United States stand? The current 
population growth rate in China is going to strongly 
suggest expansion in the future, and the place that 
is gojng to look. best is on the other side of the 
Russian border. This then might be the long range 
plans of our new Chinese friends. 

It would be a good idea then for us to step back 
and take a good long hard look at the relations that 
the United States is in the pricess of developing. We 
could be getting ourselves into something that 
might be hard to get out of. 

Yule Oieer? 
By CAROL 8111TB 

By the time the yule tide season rolls around~r did it come 
in October?-! begin to get a llttle.iired'o(Christmas. 

Some stores in our area put out Christmas ornaments, santa 
signs, and even Christmas music right after Halloween. I never 
saw any turkeys or pilgrims floating In the air when I went into 
the stores around Thanksgiving (anyone remember 
Thanksgiving?) instead it was Santa Claus. This is undoubtedly 
because they wouldn't make a profit from Thanksgiving, and 
perhaps I can understand this. But do they have to put Christ
mas merchandise out so early that by the time Christmas gets 
here we are so sick of hearing and seeing Christmas plugs that 
most of us don't even enjoy Christmas? Not to mention the little 
sick feeling we get when we realize we've been taken by spen
ding too much money for that special little gift which the 
merchants hypnotized us Into buying back in October. And, as if 
that wasn't enough, we find nearly everythlng we bought for 
Christmas on sale the 26th anywhere from $2-to $10 cheaper. 

I think It would serve the merchants right if we would go on 
a Christmas strike. No, I don't mean to forget Christmas and 
picket the stores, but instead have an old fashion Christmas. 
Celebrate Christmas in a sacred manner in which it was meant 
to be celebrated. 

We can make our own gifts. Beautiful inexpensive gifts can 
be made for people of all ages. And if we want to buy a more 
expensive gift we can buy them after Christmas when they go 
ON SALE! 

Who can enjoy Christmas after hearing about It for two and 
a half months? Is it supposed to be how much the gift costs that 
matters or ls it the feeling behind it? Sometimes, I don't thlnk 
we can put that much good feeling behind our gifts when 
Christmas la abused so much. 

. . . . .. . . 

One - Man 

Show Success 
Dear: College of the Mainland Students, 

faculty and staff-Thanks to your genero.sity at the 
recent one-man art show, the amount of $138.00 
needed to purchase dentures for Walter Gunlock 
was received. The "Sons" and Da\lgbters" of 
Gunlock, are also happy to announce that Walter 
should recieve his dentures two weeks before 
Christmas. 

r 

Merry Christmas Walter. 

Jim McNutt" 

STUDENT ART 
DISFIGURED 

Dear Editor: 
To those of you who have had the opportunity to 

view our recent student art showing through .out 
the campus; you may have noticed several pieces 
of work that have been defaced in the library area. 
Being a student of art myself I am aware of the 
extreme amount of thought, preparation, time and 
arduous work put into the pieces we are showing in 
the exhibit. 

My !tirst reaction to this was rage and 
frustration, But as I write this I feel a sense of pity 
for anyone involved. Pity without sympathy or 
compassion. 

To the body or bodies who took part I leave you 
with a quote from Kahlil Gibran: "Judgement". 

"The learned man who has not judgment · is 
like an unarmed soldier proceeding into battle. His 
wrath will poison the pure spring of the life of his 
community and he will be like the grain of aloes in a 
pitcher of pure water." 

Denny W awralz 

/ 
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COM 
Regional 
President 

By CAROL SMITH 
Comet Staff 

The Student Government 
attended a regional meeting at 
Alvin, last Thursday. The 
meeting was held to elect new 
regional officers, to examine 
several student government 
structures that are now in use, 
and to see who is interested in 
running for state office. 

Different colleges vote and 
elect one college to be regional 
president. The college that is 
elected regional president 
becomes a representative for 
all the other colleges in the area 
at the state commission. Robert 
Pryor states that, "Our student 
government is proud of the fact 
that College of the Mainland has 
been elected President of 
Region for the past two years. 
This is something that none of 
the other colleges involved have 
done." 

All student government of
ficials along with Dr. Allen 
Ginsburg attended the meeting. 

AU persons interested in 
the formation of a formal 
debating club should leave 
their name and address 

f and phone number in the I 
COMET box in the student 

I 
center. If there are enough 
names to start, you will be 
contacted. 

Mrs. Bonnie Longnion, College of the Mainland reading specialist, works with Abel 

Torres (left) and Lannie Watts, two of the 10 Texas City firemen enrolled in a 

six-week reading course which is part of the State's new program for certification 

of firefighters. 
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OEA Installs 

Officers 

By Shirley McCREE 
OEA Reporter 

The OEA, a newly-formed 
office education association of 
College of the Mainland, met in 
Room 120 at the Student Center 
last month to install the officers 
and initiate the members of this 
years association. 

In the beginning of the 
program, Miss Cheryle Willis, 
who along with Miss Carolyn 
Wiley are advisors to the group 
and instructors in the Division 
of Business, gave and in
torduction and welcomed all of 
the members and officers to the 
OEA. Sandy Compian, the Vice
President, then stated the 
purposes of OEA and Nancy 
Ricicar, President, presented 
the OEA Emblem and made a 
speech to all the members. 

New officers for the Student 
organization are: Nancy 
Ricicar, President; Sandy 
Compian, Vice-President ; 
Madena Smith, Secretary; 
Marilyn French, Treasurer; 
Betty Jo Dieringer, Historian; 
Schineatha Griffin, 
Parliamentarian ; Shirley 
Mccree, Reporter. 

New members are: Jeannette 
Cerace, Sandy Compian, Rita 
Cullum , Cheryl Devona, Betty 
Jo Dieringer. Wynetta Foster, 
Shirley L. Freeman, Marilyn 
French, Donna Gayton, 
Schineatha Griffin, Sandra 
Hengst, Sandra Hinson, Shirley 
McCree, Susie Osborne, Sandy 
Peacock, Susan Sauers, Jena 
Smith, Madena Smith, Coral 
Toups, Catherine A. Vaughn, 
Mary Ann Willis, Lindie Wright, 
Sarah Rogers and Debra Ware. 

Greg Go - Getter 

Greg Benefield, a second year 
student at College of the 
Mainland majoring in Drafting 
is here for one reason and one 
reason only. Greg is attending 
College of the Mainland in order 
to improve himself and there-by 
become a creative person. Greg 
would like to become involved 
in some form of art at a later 
date but for now he intends to 
start his career as soon as he 
completes his course in Draf
ting. 

Greg not only carries a full 
load at College, he also works 
full time at the Bonanza Sirloin 
Pit in Texas City. He invites all 
his fellow students to come and 
visit him at the Bonanza during 
lunch as he is the first cook 
there at that time. 

Benefield when asked about 
his hobby answered thusly, 
"Wine, women and Money." 
Greg also states that he does not 
intend to transfer to a higher 
college as he is ready to start 
work as soon as he can. 

Officers Elected 

By GIDGET CAMPBELL 
Comet Staff 

New officers for the Air 
Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Advisory Committee for the 
College of the Mainland were 
recently elected for the 1975-
1976 school year. 

Elected as chairman for the 
committee was Jesse Stewart, 
from Union Carbide. Vice
Chairman for the year is 
Everett Markham, owner of 
Southern Comfort Company. 
Elected to the position of 
Secretary was Robert Hen• 
derson, of Amoco Oil Company. 

The Air-Conditioning and 
Refrigeration Advisory Com
mittee is comprised of 16 
members who assist COM with 
problems regarding instruction 
of Air Conditioning and 
Refrigeration courses, ob• 
tainlng and equipment and 
course planning. 

Campus News 
SER Offers 

Opportunity 

An opportunity for unem
ployed, under-em ployed or 
disadvantaged persons to train 
for vocational and technical 
careers is available through 
operation SER, a federally
funded organization now in 
operation in Galveston County 
under the Comprehensive 
Employment and Training Act. 
Additional information is 
availableby calling 938-1211, or 
765-9313. 

SER (Service Employment 
Redevelopment) offers job 
preparation and placement, job 
counseling, testing and follow
up, as well as GED and English 
lessons-all at no cost. 

One of its most important 
services is to provide financial 
assistance for residents wishing 
to attend College of the 
Mainland or Galveston College 
on a full-time basis. Qualified 
persons would be eligible not 
only for tuition assistance, but 
will also receive funds for 
books, tools, supplies and for 
any testing which might be 
needed. 

Inyerested persons are urged 
to contact wither one of SER's 
two offices: 5016 Texas Avenue, 
Texas City or 1902 Avenue N ½, -., 
Galveston. 

Sime of the careers for which 
students can prepare at College 
of the Mainland are; nursing, 
welding, automotivemechanics, 
refrigeration mechanics, 
clerical, data processing and 
graphic arts. 

COM Buys QJmputer 

College of the Mainland has a 
new computers, The Hewlett
Packard 3000 which is a com
puter with an open end future. 
The computers is to be used not 
only in-the-day-to-day business 
of the school but will be used in 
the direct instruction of 
students. 

This computer is but one of 
twelve now in use by Texas 
Community colleges. When this 
computer is in full use it will be 
able to handle the college 
payroll, institutional research 
as well as student records from 
registration to final grade. 

For instructional use of this 
computer involves four basic 
approaches. The first is that of 
tutorial problems, and the 
second is the solving 
simulation. The others are drill 
and practice. 

The new computer is under · 
the direction of Bill Hackleman, 
recently appointed Director of 
Computer Services. Hackleman 
comes to College of the 
Mainland from the Apollo 
program. Bill has earned his 
B.S. degree from the South
western, and has a M.S. the 
University of North Carolina. 
Hackleman also taught Physics 
at Southwestern for three years 
before entering the computer 
field. 

"It's going to be a challenge 
to utilize the computor to it's 
fullest extent," Hackleman 
commented. "The computor 
will be invaluable in conducting 
the on-going business of the 
college." 

Dues Due 

Nancy Ricicar, president of 
the Office Education 
Association, said that OEA dues 
of $2.50 are due at the next 
meeting. The idea of a fund 
raising was brought up auring 
the meeting. Members of the 
meeting suggested that the 
OEA sponsor at informal dance 
in the spring. 

For the OEA Christmas 
Project, members of the 
association will collect canned 
goods for a needy family or visit 
a local orphanage and give 
small gifts to the children. 

'lake snxk in America. 
Buy us. Savi. Bonds. 

World Literature 

Offered 

During the spring semester 
only, sophomores may take a 
transfer course of World 
Literature. English 233 tran
sfers to most senior college 
courses of study as an ac
ceptable and sometimes 
preferred choice for the second 
year literature requirement. 

In both ancient and modern 
readings, the class will meet 
heroes from Europe, South 
America, Asia, and Africa. 
They will see a modern play 
where the insane ancient em
peror Caligula pushes his power 
and philosophy to its logical but 
violent end. Other stories will 
show the roles of women in 
relation to men. 

Each student in the class will 
choose his own specific area, 
period, or topic as a specialty. 

The class will meet at 11 a.m. 
Mondays and Thursdays this 

' spring, but it may be two years 
before the Division of 
Humanities offers this course 
again during the daytime. 

Any two sophomore literature 
courses taken in any order will 
meet CO M 's degree 
requirements. English 132 is a 
prerequisite for all of them. 

The instructor is World 
Literature, Mrs. Carolyn 
Hartnett, is glad to discuss it on 
ext. 310 or in office L270 in 
Faculty Suite C. 

~f>( D so4 , · . 
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All persons interested in a for mal debating club 

please leave their name and telephone number in 
the COMET box at the student center. 
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Manuel Urbina accepts a _ check from Mexican American 

Org~zaUon members. They are, from left to right, Tony Guerrero, 
president: RlchardoB.G Morales, Treasurer; and Amado Acosta, 
Financial Advisor 

Urbina Accepts 
$200 Check 

GIDGET CAMPBELL 
Comet Starr 

A $200 check was pres1ented celebration last September at 
le COM's scholarship fund by Nessler Center. 
members of the Mexican Dr. Manuel Urbina, history 
American Organization. The Instructor at the college, ac-
Texas City-based organization cepted the check, and com-
raised the money through mended the organization for 
refreshment sales at the Cinco their help in the Mexican 
de Mayo celebration at COM American community In 
last May, and also at the promoting higher education as 
Mexican Independence Day a top priority. 

Provost Presents 

African Art 

GIDGET CAMPBELL 
Comet staff 

The Humanities 231 class 
cordially invites the public to 
attend special lectures by Carl 
Provost. The subject will be 
African art, and will be held in L 
248 on February 17th and 20th 
from 11:00 a.m. to 12;30 p.m. 

An.ne Sherrill, Instructor 
for the course, is enthusiastic 
about the special lectures, and 
adds that Provost lived in the 
Belgian Congo for about nine 
years. While there, he collected 
all types of art from Africa. 

Ms. Sherrill asks that In
terested people contact her in 
Faculty Suite B regarding at
tendance to the lectures. 

Rubio To 
Speak Today 

GIDGET CAMPBELL .,.... .... 
The relationship between the 

United States and Latin 
AMERICA WILL BE 
DISCUSSED ON Monday In 
room 120 of the College Center. 
The lecture is free, and will 
begin at 12: 30 p.m. 

The lecture ls the fourth In the 
"Great Decisions" lecture 
series and the guest speaker 
will be Jesus "Joe" Rubio. 
Rubio is presently completing 
work on his dissertation for a 
doctoral degree from the 
University of Texas in Austin, 
and is currently serving as the 
Associate Dean for Technical
Vocational Programs. 

Bob Handy Director of Adult 
Basic Education and Com
munity Services, has been 
pleased with the turnout for the 
noon lectures. "Even more 
important, each session has 
stimulated a lively give-and
take discussion period after the 
lectures." 

Parking Lot Regulations 
To Be Strictly Enforced 
Campus Police Chief, Joe 

Rotramel recently announced 
that on March 8 his department 
will start enforcing the new 
campus parking and traffic 
regulations. 

Officer Rotramel stated that 
for at least two weeks prior to 
March 8 warning tickets will be 
placed on vehicles that are 
illegally parked. After March 8, 
warning ticket'S will be placed 
on vehicles that are Illegally 
parked. After March 8 violators 
will be given a citation which 
_will cancel their campus 

Traveling Art 
Class Craatad 

GIDGET CAMPBELL 
Comet Staff 

The Humanities 231 course is 
a different approach to the 
study of fine arts. The class has 
scheduled two field trips this 
month, one to Carl Provost 
Gallery and also to the Lowell 
Collins Art Gallery The ob
jectives ~f the class are to give 
students the ability to ap
preciate te fine arts and the 
civilizations that developed 
them. 

Ms. Anne Sherrill, instructor 
for the course, explains her plan 
of study in this way. 

"You can bring some things 
to class, but there is a definite 
advantage in transporting the 
classroom to the source, where 
people are going to benefit 
most. In order to really ap
preciate the fine arts, it is 
necessary to observe them in 
the proper, unclassroomllke 
atmosphere.•' 

"Most really significant 
pieces of art could not be 
brought to College of the 
Mainland, and I feel that 
students benefit from experts 
and scholars in the field. This is 
why we are planning trlP' to the 
Provost and collins Galleries. 
Students are entitled to expsure 
to the best, and I feel that Carl 
Provost and Lowell Collins flt in 
that category." 

In addition to the tours of the 
Carl Provost Gallery and 
Lowell Collins Art Gallery, the 
class will attend the showing of 
the Russian Hermitage before it 
leaves Houston. The Hermitage 
consists of art work from 
Russia which have never before 
been seen in the United States. 

ll&IAN SMIT& 
Comet Staff 

privileges. Violators will be 
required to pay a fee in order to 
regain their parking privileges. 
This fee must be paid within a 
given number of days, Violators 
paid withina given number of 
days. Violators who fail to pay 
the fee, will be filed on in the 
local Justice of the Peace Court 
and will be required to pay 
whatever fin he levies. 

Decals sh~ also be required 
for all veh !es parked on 
campus by members of the 
faculty and staff after March 8. 
The decals are now available in 
nf" •r Rotramel 's office. 

Rotramel added that students 
may have decals on a voluntary 
basis until September 1, when 
all vehicles will require decals. 

"Special problems have 
special solutions and I will be 
glad to talk to anyone who feels 
that this parking arrangement 
will create an unusually heavy 
burden?? However, Officer 
Rotramel also stated that the 
added security to the vehicles in 
these areas will more than 
compensate for the small 
amount of inconvenience you 
will suffer." 

New Vice-President 
~lected J 

117 IEAN aUlllDIA&T 
O..etMaft 

Two new members of the 
Student Association have been 
selected by a vote of the Student 
Association to fill the positions 
left vacant . 

Nannette Schlltberger, who 
was selected for Vice-President 
of Planning and Development, 
believes that a "student 
government should represent 
the student body one-hundred 
percent and should pave the 
way for communication of 
ideals between the students and 

Administration." sclilltberger 
says she is enjoying her first 
semester at COM. She later 
plans to go OD to UHCLCto 
complete work on getting a 
CPA. 

Margie Hulsey was selected 
to fill the position of Secretary 
and Treasurer left vacant by 
Judy Jones who has assumed 
the position of Vice-President of 
Instructions. Hulsey also in her 
first semester at COM was 
formerly of Galveston College. 
Her ~ajor is in Clerical work. 

·1 don't get it. Thomas Jefferson hairdo Mark Twain 
mustache, Billy the Kid boots - they're the 'Now 

Generation'?!" 



Entertainment 

Don Sa11C1er1, a Houaton area 1lnger-comedlan, will be at COM 
on March 11 for a coffeehouse. The coffeehouse will begin at a 
p.m. and ls being sponsored by the Student Center Programs 
Council. The cost will be $1.00 and free coffee and donuts will be 
served. 

·······••Iii • Junior College Day bas been• 
;;;;;;designated by Houston 
• ivestock Show and Rodeo.• 
F lock of 300 tickets tothe night• • rodeo p~rform ance has been set 

aside-February 27th. • • Reserved seat tickets are• • $5.50 each. 
Orders should be sent to• • Houston Livestock Show, atten: • 

Mrs. Louise King, P .0. Box • 20070, Houston, Texas 77025. • (713-748-3740-be sure to request• 
Iii. ; s; v; ~~ .;· 

Tbe COMET is a . stude nt 
publication, publishe d every 
otber Monday by the College of 
t he Mainland Journ allsm 
D epartment. T h e 011lnlon s 
e X lf? 1 raed u, tbe editorials a re 
DOt • 1 •~ tlle oplnlOlll of ...... 

Forest resources are 
renewable : the nation today 
has 759 million acres of forest 
land - a remarkable feat 
since it represents three
fourths of what forest was 
here when Columbus dis
covered the New World. 

CoManaglng Editors Pat Farra 
l..ochft> Fowle 

News Editor Carol Smith 
Entertainment Gidget Campbell 

Government 
Sports 
P hotographer 
Ace Reporter 
Staff Reporter 

Cindy Rook 
Jean Burkhar 
Jerry Guyton 
Kevin Kemp 
Brian Smith 

Larry Moreon 

COM Film 
Slated 

By PAT FARRAR 
Comet Staff 

Don Wiseman, instructor of 
the Audio-Visual Productions 
class at COM, has announced 
that his students will make a 
documentary film on campus in 
the near future. The subject 
matter is still in the planning 
stage, but previous films done 
by Wiseman's classes have 
usually dealt with promoting 
lb!! college. Wiseman also hopes 
to direct a short feature film 
written by Barry Midkiff one 
of his students. MidKiff will be 
responsible for most of the 
production of the film. 

The course offers the student 
the opportunity to learn all 
phases of motion picture 
making including : script 
w r iting, directing, 
cinematography, sound , 
editing, and production. 

COM Sponsors 
P·iano Festival 

CINDY ROOK 
Comet Staff 

An All-American Community 
Piano Festival is being spon
sored by COM. Piano Students 
of this area will offer a program 
of American composers. The 
program will take place March 
28, The program will start at 3 
p.m. and will be directed by 
Susan Smeltzer. Smeltzer is an 
award winning concert pianist 
and artist-in-residence at COM. 

Auditions will be open to 
piano students of all levels in 
the Dickinson, Hitchcock, La 
Marque, Santa Fe, and Texas 
City school districts. Auditions 
will be on March 6 from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. and on Sunday from 1 
p.m. to 3 p.m. Students must be 
recommended for audition by 
their pr ivate piano teachers, 
band or choir director. 

The audition literature may 
include any work by an 
American composer. Students 
at the elementary and in
termediate levels must submit 
two memorized pieces within a 
maximum 10-minute limit. Pre
advanced and advanced levels 
must submit one memorized 
piece within a 10-minute limit. 

The deadline for applications 
is Feb. 28. Interested students 

. must forward the following 
information: Name, address, 
phone age, level, audition 
pieces and teacher. Audition 
applications should be sent to: 
Susan Smeltzer, All-American 
Community Piano Festival, · 
8001 Palmer Highway, Texas 
City, 77590. 

Audition appointments will be 
sent to each participant by 
mail . ........•...•.........•....... ..... 

Photo Contest Salutes American 

Worker 
CINDY ROOK 

Comet Staff 
Manpower, Inc., and Minolta 

Corporation are jointly spon
soring a nation wide photo 
contest in honor of our countr y's 
200th birthday. There will be 
local and national contests, with 
over $75,000 in prizes. The 
theme of the contest is "A salute 
to the American Worker." 

On the local contests level a 
Ninolta SR-T 200 35mm s ingle 

Prose and Poetry 

lens reflex camera will be given 
as first place. On the national 
level three gr and prizes of 
seven-day, all expense paid 
tours of Williamsburg and 
Washington, D.C., or 1,200. 
Entry forms and complete rules 
are available upstairs in the 
Student Center in the Jour
nalism office. 

Where is the 
pl_ace ... 

Where ls the place for sensitivity anymore? 
Can it remain inside a lover's eye 
Or behind a poet's smile? 
Inside the homes of countless workers 
and cabbies, drivers and truckers? 

It ls not my own possession 
It. belongs to you 
and old women on fixed incomes 
with their starving pet animals 
and street sweepers with three wheeled brooms 

Nothing ls solely mine 
not my name some others were named before 
not my personality 
others have given me parts of themselves 
like marriage 
for better or wor se 
tll death does me apart. 

To be afr aid is no sin 
I fear heights that are on shaky grounds 
and rushy rides 
and you 
and me 
but to run from that fear is 
inexcusable-
sinner repent your prodigal way s! 

I am lonely alone 
and often lonely with you 
as you sit 
a silent watcher 
waiting for your spontaneous love 
and your eagerness to run from it. 
I sit silent too 
unable to tell you a thing 

DOUG FORBES 
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Goose the Geese 

S,nc::;r-./_y, 

Tri~ t.3/0..:::,:J 
~ o..-t rl roorr, 

Pri Qnforr, 

As all of the students here at College of the Mainland know 
we are having quite a problem with a couple of members of our 
resident fowl population. I'm not talking about the ducks either. 
It's the two long-necked creatures commonly known as geese. 

I really don't mind the squawking, and the hissing with 
those evll looking tongues of their's really bother me either. 
What gets under my skin is when they try to take a hunk out of 
my epidermis. This is when I cry foul. 

Something must be done about these little monsters. A nice 
dinner might not be a bad idea, but then the animal lovers here 
at this school might be biting me more than the geese. I'm lost 
for good ideas so I'm asking all of you out there to get your 
pointed little heads in action and give me some alternatives of 
what's to be done with these feathered flunkies. 

KEVIN KEMP 

Get Your Seeds Off 
Dear Editor, 
Well, everybody spring is almo.st here. And as all of you 

lovers of that funny little weed know it is time for spring plan• 
ting. According to "The Farmers Almanac" we're not supposed 
to have any more hard freezes so it's safe to start planting. This 
year, though, try a different twist. When you clean out your 
baggie and separate the seeds don't cultivate them in your own 
little garden. Instead when you're driving somewhere just toss 
the little buggars out the window and let nature take its course. 
Be sure "The Blue Meanies" are not anywhere around, though. 
H everybody got together on this we could have quite a crop in 
this area and everybody could be "bringin' in the sheaves." If it 
was done nationwide there would be no way to control it. So 
remember to throw those seeds before you smoke that weed. 

Sincerely, 
A follower of Johnny Appleseed 

....................••.........................................•... 
Do-Your-Own-Thing Art Shown 

GIDGET CAMPBELL 
Comet Staff 

That big brown thing hanging 
from the balcony of the Lear• 
ning Resourse Center is not, as 
rumored, from outer space. Nor 
is it the product of the inmates 
of Galveston County Home for 
Unplucked Chickens. And 
contrary to popular belief, the 
kids at Little-Moon-Over-Big• 
water nursery had nothing to do 
with it! 

The artwork is the produceof 

the Humanities 231 course, 
under the instruction of Anne 
Sherrill. 

The class deals with ap
lpreciation of the fine arts, and 
recently visited Don Thorton for 
a quick course in artistic ex• 
pression. Each member of the 
class was told to draw the world 
as he sees it, and told not to peek 
at what the others were 
drawing. The end result of the 
expressions is the college (or 
big brown thing) currently 
displayed in the LRC. 

Former Comet 
Captures Award 

JERRY GUYTON 
Comet Staff 

Auther Jackson, one of 
College of the Mainland's 
basketball greats was recently 
named "Player of the Week" in 
the Texoma Athletic Con
ference. 

Jackson, who recently 
transfered to Wayland Baptist 
College has turned the Pioneers 
whole basketball program 
around. He Leads the TAC in 
scoring with 21.1 game average 
and has hit 84.8 percent of his 
foul shots. As a result, the 
pioneers are 8-10 for the season 
and 1-1 in the South Zone race. 

Jackson poured in 20 points 
recently against both Phillips 
University and Oklahoma 
Baptist University as the 
pioneers swept a two game 
series. 

While h,:.s scoring power has 
been the key to the succes at 
Wayland Baptist this season, 
both Phillips and Oklahoma 
Baptist were impressed with his 
defensive talents. "He can 

Baseball 
Season 
Begins 

JERRY GUYTON 
Comet Staff 

Although inexperienced, with 
only one return starter, Brian 
Magruder, optimism reigns 
supreme in the baseball camp 
of the Comets. 

"We have some guys who can 
really slap the ball around," 
said Coach Barroso. "l believe 
we're going to be very com
petitive and win some games." 

The pitching staff this year 
will be made up of: Radie 
Perry, Doug McKee, Mike 
Stewart, George Myers and 
George Bostick. This Is quite an 
improvement over last year's 
staff of only two pitchers. 

''Fielding is going to be a 
great asset to the team, with the 
guys getting better every 
practice," commented Coach 
Barroso. He added, "The team 
is in good shape confident, and 
looking forward to a great 
season. With student body 
support at the games and a little 
luck, we should improve our 
record over last year." 

BOWLING TOURNAMENT 

Blood Drive 
to Begin 
BLOOD DRIVE-Monday, 

February 23, 1976 COM will 
participate in its bi-annual 
blood drive. Hours are 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. 

By participating in thE 
College of the Mainland blood 
drive Feb. 23, you can provide 
blood assurance for yourself 
and family or friends and at the 
same time help patients whose 
condition requires that they 
receive other's blood. 

For your contribution of only 
one unit of blood they will 
supply you, your spouse and 
income-tax dependents any 
amount of blood required for up 
to one year almost anywhere in 
the United States, or a donor 
may choose to cover himself 
plus two others under his 
donation. 

When you donate blood you 
help to make it available for 
community use-strangers, your 
friends, perhaps even yourself. 
So won't you join them . 

Contact Karen Atkinson and 
sign up for the College of the 
Mainland blood drive Monday, 
February 23, 1976. 

really stick you on defense, BltlAN SMITH 
which is unusual for a strong Comet Staff 
offensive player tbese days," place with 923 points. Barbara 
said Oklahoma Baptist sports Hudson and Nenita Caro B 'd 
Publist John Parrish. n ges and Jerry Anderson 

It was Jackson's performance captured first place with 815 took second with a total of 766. 
points in the COM Bowling Moses Brown nd N ·t in the opening two games of the a eru a 
tourney held Feburary 12th. Caro took h1"gh ga ·th 197 season which snapped a 29 me wi Mary McCown and Roger and 145 cons t· I game losing streak back in ecu 1ve Y • 
Deweese took second with 793 Howev high g h November. er, ame onor, 
points while Moses Brown and went to Cosme Tijerina a d 

"We're not at all surprised at n Eileen Tepera Captured third. James Knapp in the m 
Jackson's spectacular ens Keith Kennedy and Gayle Faget divis1·on They both attam· ed an 
showing," commented COM · 
coach Bill Montague, "He still followed with fourth. average of 165. In the womens 
holds all the COM records In In the faculty and staff division, bothbNenlitad Carohaind 
basketball ,, division, Walter Kessler a_n2 Liz Crum ow e a gh 

• · . Sally Hudnall grabbed first average of 134. 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIDIIIUIIIIJIUlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll - ' -= PARKING AND TRAFFIC REGULATIONS = = I. General Instructions. = = A. Parking is by permit only. = = B. Vehicles shall park only in authorized areas. = = 1. Students-In student parking areal. = = 2. Faculty and Staff-In Faculty- Staff areas. = = C. The person in whose name a vehicle registration ls issued will be held responsible for = = any violation.a involving the operation and parking of their vehicle. = = D. A student must upon demand by a Campus Traffic Control Officer show a valid = = operator's Uce.ise and College of the Mainland I.D. card. = = n. Citations may be written and or vehicle may be towed away at owner's expense for: = = A. In all cases where parking spaces are marked, the whole vehicle must be within the = = boundaries of the parking space. = = B. Ji. Parking in no parking zones or adjacent to curbs which are painted red. = = C. Parking in handicap parking zones without proper permit. = = D. Parking other vehicles ln motorcycle parking zones. = = E. Parking on sidewalk, or in such a way as to block a door, road, or fire lane. = = F. Parking in violation to any posted sign. = = G. Driving on campus sidewalks without proper permission from the Campus Security = = Office. · = = H. Backing into parking spaces. = = I. Failure to register your vehicle and display a permit to park. = = J.tParking in any way which blocks traffic. = = K. Failure to stop and heed instructions given by a Campus Traffic Control Officer. = = L. Exceeding the speed limit of 15 mph in campus parking Iota. = = M. Chaining a bicycle to a bulldlng,lightstandard, tree, ahrub,etc. = = Ill. Schedule of parking violation citation by a Traffic Control Officer. = = 1. Your campus parking privileges will be suspended. You will have ten (10) days in = 
- which to have them re-instated. = = 2. You may have them re-instated by: = = a. Paying a re-instate fee withing ten (10 days at the fee payment window in the Ad· = = ministration Building. = = First citation $2.00 fee = - -- -- -- First citation ~.oo fee = 
- Second citation $4~00 fee = = Each ticket thereatter-$5.00 fee and possible disciplinary action. = 

hav:i'::;::r°~~%
1
:e~!1:e:aJi:~:!~ ~:!:i t!e ~~1!!:~~~':l!fi~:~ ~d sfa~ = Traffic Code. = = IV. Appeals. -= A. Appeals will be heard by the Campus Security Officer is you call extension 400 and ask = = for an appointment. ' = 
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T~ACHER PROFILE 

Corot lotfa 

By CAROL SMITH 
News EdltGr 

College of the Mainland has a wildlife and Texas wildlife and 
dynamic new language in· Texas wildlife. 
structor, Ms. Carol Latta who is Carol likes thefriendly 
now teaching beginning Ger- relaxed atmosphere here at 
man her first semester at COM. COM. Her goals are to help 
Ms. Latta has taught at Texas build up the language depart• 
Tech for two ·years and has also ment. She explained that she 
taught at Fredricksburg High and other members of language 
School. She earned her BA department are working on new 
degree at Texas Lutheran ways to make learning a 
College and her MA at Texas language more fun and more 
Tech. comprehensive for students. 

Carol works part time during "We are hopeful that Students 
the day translating for AMF will regain an interest in taking 
Tuboscope in Houston. Her foreign lanugage courses," 
hobbies and interests are in the explains Ms. Latta. 
arts. She likes to paint African 

Educators Plan 
Workshop 

GIDGET CAMPBELL 
Comet Staff 

the California State Depart-
An m '.;ervice Program for ment of Education. 

1500 public school personnel is In addition to Dr . Lessinger, 
being planned for February 27th Dr. M.L. Brockette, Com-
at La Marque High School. missioner of Education, Texas 
Aid ing the planning for the k 
Workshop are the Hitchcock, E ducation Agency will spea . 

Joe Mares will introduce the Santa Fe, Texas City, 
speakers, and Dr. Eugene 

Dick inson, and La Mar~ue Tenney, Superintendent of La 
Independent School Districts h 

1 and the College of the Mainland. Marque Independent Sc oo 
Dr. Leon Lessinger, Dean of ct will give opening remarks. 

Paul Manning, Superintendent 
th e College of Education, of Texas City Independent 
University of South Carolina, School district will offer the 
will be the featured speaker and Invocation . Other guests will 
will discuss "Per sonal and include Roy Wollam, 
Professional Growth." Highly Superintendent, Santa F e; Dr. 
qualified for this workshop Dr. F red A. Taylor , President, 
Lessinge r w as form erly College of the Mainland; J.C. 
Calla w ay P r ofessor of She ppa rd, Superintendent, 
Education at Georgia State Hitchcock ; and Dr . Edgar 
Un iversity a nd se r ved as Wilhelm, S u pe r in tendent, 
Associate U.S. Commissioner of Dickinson. 
Education from l988-l e70. In F ollowing the general 
addition, t he dis tin1uishe d discussion and lectures, the 
instruc tor was Superintendent group will divide into 29 small 
of the San Mateo R1gb School groups and di1euss a variety of 
District in California , and topics of interest to public 
aerved as chief consultant for school officials. 

••••••••••••••••••••• ..... ..... .................... ................... : 
i . • . . 
~ Learning Resources ~ . 
i Schedule . . . . 
~ Monday & Tuesday . 
• i Wednesday & Thursday . . . 
: Friday . . . 
: 

8:00 a.m. 9:00 p.m. 

8:00 a.m. - 10:30 p . m. 

8 : 00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m • 

•.............•.......•.................................•.........• 

Brown Bag 
Lectures 
Scheduled 

By CAROL SMITH 
News Editor 

This year rather than 
scheduling Great Decisions 
groups, Bob Handy has 
developed a Great Decisions 
"Brown Bag" lecture series. 
Each Monday at 12: 00 noon, 
there will be a lecture in room 
CC 120 on an American Foreign 
Policy Issue. 

Students are urged to come 
and participate in these 
discussions. Bring your lunch. 
"If anyone had an interest in 
forming a discussion group, I 
have the booklets or you may 
secure them through the 
Bookstore. 

FEB. 23, Manuel Ur
bina, Asia After the 
Vietnam War: What Role 
for the U.S.? 

MAR . 1, TBA, The 
American Dream Among 
Nations: What Impact? 
What Future? 

MAR. 8, U.S. Dept. of 
SU.te, THE U .S. in the 
World E conomy: Toward 
Cooper ation or Conflict? 

MAR 15, U.S. Dept. of 
State India: Can Poverty 
Be Overcome and 
Dem ocracy Revive? 

MAR. 22, Retbin 
R e th i n k ing U .S 

F ore i gn Policy: H ow 
Should Our Power Be 
Used? 

MAR. 29, U.S. Dept. of 
State. 

Tech. Voe. 
Paces Trend 

By LOCKIE FOWLER 
.Com et Co-Editor 

TEXAS CITY ..... College of that he expected the programs 
the Mainland's Technical• lo double within a year. 
Vocational programs have "Vocational education in 
experienced the dramatic Texas has experienced a 
growth shown throughout Texas profound growth since 1968", 
and the nation, according to commented Rubio. "It has risen 
Jesus "Joe" Rubio, Associate from relative obsurity to be 
Dean of the Division of recognized as a valuable 
Technical-Vocational 'bridge between man and his 
Programs. work' through its emphasis on 

The apprenticeship programs 'LEARNING BY DOING'. I 
registered the most impressive think the community can take 
expansion with an increase of pride in the fact that College of 
400 per cent in the number of the Mainland has not only kept 
students. The program now pace with the trend, but has 
includes 13 craft areas, such as served as a leader in technical-
pipefitters, machinists and vocational education." 
electricians. Detailed information 

"We now have the largest regarding any aspect of COM's 
apprenticeship program in the Technical-Vocational programs 
State," commented William may be obtained by calling 938· 
Raley, Director of Non-Credit 1211. 
Vocational Programs, adding 

··································································· 

STAFF AWARDS 
SLATED 

By JEAN BURKHART 
Comet Staff 

The College of the Mainland 
student Association will present 
a Staff Appreciation Award to 
the staff member who best 
expresses the role of a staff 
member in regard to the 
Student Bill of Rights. 

Nominations will be open to 
the student body early in 
March. Final selection for the 
award will be handled by the 
Citizen Advisory Board. 

Ancient Egyptians deified 
t he rat, which symbolized 
wise judgment since rats 
always chose the best bread to 
eat! 

The basic causes of cancer 
are still unknown, but there are 
ways to safeguard yourself 
from cancer. Post the seven · 
warning signals of cancer in 
your medicine chest, and even if 
you have no warning signal
get that annual checkup. 

For more information about 
cancer and how to protect 
yourself and your family 
against it, stop by the local ACS 
office at 1814-45th Street in 
Galveston or call 744·3863. 

......... , .........................• 
i Needed lo se!li Br and Name • 

Stereo Components to Students 
at lowest prices. High Com
mission, NO INVESTMENT 
REQUIRED. Serious inquiries 
only! FAD Components, Inc., 20 
Passaic Ave., Fairfield, New 
Jersey 07006. 

......... --· ..................... . 

GUIDE TO :MONEY 
FOB RIGDER EDUCATION 
Guide to more than 250,000 Scholarships and 
Mnancial Aid Source - Jtems valued at over 
8500 million dollars. 
Ow«awdleaollC......,.te...__dcmoa: 

· Scholarships, grants, aids. fellowships, loans, !'°"Jc-study I'!'~~• 
cooperative education pro,r~ and summer JOb opportunities; aor 
study at colleges, vocational and t.echnical tchoola, paraprofessional 
training community or two-year colle,a, lfaduate schools. and post
aradua~ study or research; funded on national, regional, and local 
levels by the federal govemment, states, cities, foundations, ~•
tions,' trade unions, · professional associations, fraternal organizations, 
and minority organizations. Money is available for both average as well 
as excellent students, both with and without need . 

BENNE'IT PUBLISHING CO. 
Dept. 214. 182 c..tee Snd,. ...... Mw. 92114. 
Please rush me __ copies cA GUIDE TO MONEY FOR HIGHER EDUCA
TIO N at $5.95 plus 50c for postage and handling for each copy. 
I am enclosing $, _____ (checlt gr money order) . 
Name ___________________________ _ 

Adddraa _ _________________________ _ 

Cit, ________ -:--:--:-- , ______ Zip ---

@ Copyriaht 1976 Bennett Publiabiq u, . 
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C.O.M. 
Student 

Publication 

the MAINLAND 
COMET 

VOL. IV, No. 8 Colleye of the Mainland. Texas C,1y 1,. 77590 

An interested student takes advantage of the recent College Day 
to glean some information from Kamel El-Din, representative 
and Assistant Dean of the University of Texas Medical and 
Health Services branch in Dallas. 

Egyptian Loves America 

Impressed With Campus 

By LOCHIE FOWLER 
Comet Staff 

Those students fortunate 
enough to have interviewed the 
gentleman who represented the 
University of Texas Medical 
and Health Services at Dallas at 
COM's annual Spring College 
Day had a rare treat. Mr. 
Kamal El-Din, Assistant Dean 
at that institution, is a native of 
Cairo, Egypt, and a very in
teresting individual. 

Most refreshing was El-Din's 
view of America. So often people 
from other countries find fault 
with our great nation, and seem 
to go out of their way to tell 
Americans how disappointed 
they are in this country. Not so 
with this particular Egyptian. 
He is in love with America. He 
touts her strong points, her 
beauty, her opportunities, and 
her future enthusiastically. "If 

someone is not happy here, let 
him go to another country and 
see what it is like. He will return 
and have no further dissent," 
says El-Din. 

About the ·recently obtained 
peace between Egypt and 
Israel , be smiles confidently. "I 
was there recently (Cairo), and 
the people are happy. They are 
building. Not temporary 
structures, but with per
manance. They are looking 
forward to a future. Peace was 
in the air. One could feel it. And 
I understand in Israel it is the 
same. It is good." 

After College Day hours were 
over, El-Din took a tour of the 
COM campus. He said, "It is the 
most beautiful of all the cam
puses which I have visited. The 
LRC is very nicely done." He 
added that he hopes to return to 
visit COM in the near future . 

Texas Eastern University 
offers Scholarship 

By PAT FARRAR 
Comet Staff 

Texas Eastern University, an 
upper-level university 
providing junior, senior and 
graduate work, in Tyler, Texas 
offers a scholarship each year 
for one student transfering from 
each accredited public or 
private community-junior 
college in Texas. 

The recipient of the 
scholarship is selected by the 
community or junior college. 
Inquiries should be directed to 
the financial aids officer of the 
student's campus. 

The TEU Scholarship pays 
the cost of tuition and required 
fees for four semesters. The 
approximate value of the 
scholarship is $690. 

Sixty semester hours of credit 
are required for admission to 
Texas Eastern. Scholarships 

are good for undergraduate 
study only and the student must 
be a resident of Texas. The 
person selected must meet the 
admission requirements of 
TEU. 

Texas Eastern opened for 
classe s in January, 1973. 
Classes have been held in 
temporary quarters. However, 
five new buildings on a 200-acre 
pc.;nanent campus will be 
occupied in the summer. 

Bachelor level degrees are 
offered in 33 disciplines with 
graduate degrees available in 
six areas. Additional in
formation about the university 
may be obtained through the 
office of Admissions and 
Records, Texas Eastern, 100 
East Berta, Tyler, Texas, 75701. 
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College Representatives Participate In COM 's College Day 

College Day 
Offers Information 

By LOCHIE FOWLER 
CometStalf 

Representatives from more 
than 50 major colleges con
verged on COM February 17 to 
give pertinent information 
about their institutions to in
terested students. 

College Day Is a planned COM 
event which takes place every 
Spring in conjunction with ef. 
forts of four other area junior 
colleges to enable out-going 
students and graduating high 
school seniors to learn more 
about the colleges of their 
choice. 

Nearly one-half of the College 
Center was transformed into a 
giant information booth, where 
students could min"le and 

discuss their futures wlth 
representatives . Ap
proximately 400 area high 
school students took advantage 
of the annual Spring event, 
Dwight Fullinglm, Assisitant of 
Veterans' Affairs, and co
ordinator of College Day, said. 

Signs were posted on campus 
well in adva~e of the College 
Day date, but only a small 
percentage of presently 
enrolled COM students stopped 
by the information area. 
Fullingim stated that the 
general consensus of the 
representatives was that It was 
a successful venture, but he 
added, "We had hoped for 
greater participation by COM 
students who intend to move on 
to senior· btstitution,." 

February 23, tt7• 

Personality 

Determines 

Presidential 

Performance 
GIDGET CAMPBELL 

Comet Staff 
To study the correlation 

between personality and per• 
formance in U.S. presidents, a 
movement ls underway to 
organize a study group at the 
College of the Mainland. The 
firs t organizational meeting 
will be held Monday, March 1 at 
4p.m. in room 120 in the College 
Center. Those unable to attend 
the meeting are urged to con
tact Larry Smith, 938-1211, ext. 
296 or Dr. Alan Ginsberg, ext. 
211. 

Co-sponsored by the College 
of the Mainland Division of 
Continuing Education and 
Community Services and the 
Division of Social Sciences, the 
study will be based on ideas 
presented in the book, "The 
Presidential Character", by 
Dr. James Barber, of Duke 
University. In bis book, Dr. 
Barber maintains that 
presidential performance can 
be anticipated if one studies a 
person's charJcter, vlew of the 
world, style, and personality. 
Dr. Barber has studied United 
States presidents from Taft to 
Nixon, and bas determined that 
they seem to fit into four basic 
categories, which can be used to 
predict success or failure in 
office. The study group plans to 
use Dr. Barber's premise to 
study the presidential can
didates for 1976. 

Larry Smith, Associate Dean 
of Continuing Education and 
Community Services said of the 
study, "We believe it will be a 
worthwhile learning experience 
for each participant. In ad
dition, the information and 
insights we gain might be worth 
sharing with the general 
public." 

Students in COM's Individual 
Studies program will be able to 
receive credit for participation 
in the program, according to 
Dr. Alan Ginsberg, Chairman 
of the Division of Social 
Sciences. In addition, the 
college is in the process of 
deciding whether credit may be 
earned by other students. 

0 
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Historical Sites of Interest 
By LOCBIE FOWLER 

Comet Staff 
Good weather, a bicentennial 

year and hlatory at our doorstep 
can all work together to make 
any weekend thla Spring and 
summer a time to remember. 
Within an hour's drive of 
Houston are two places of • 
interest to the history buff, al)d 
for those who are not inter~sted 
in hlatory, the scenery is worth
while. 

Take a drive to Bay City, 
where the plantation home of 
the first Texas-born governor 
(Varner Hogg) lived. There one 
can tour the spacious and 
tastefully-done old house where 
once slaves worked and lived. 
After the guided tour which 
takes one through the kitchens 
and main rooms of the house, 
one can bask on the bank of the 
lazy creek which ripples though 
the grounds. For the hungry set, 
there are picnic grounds 
nearby. The entire trip is 
pleasant, interesting, and beat 
of all, inexpensive. 

Take a camera along, and 
enjoy the view. For those who 
like to see good antiques, the 
plantation home of Varner Hog1 
is tailor-made. And, for the 
outdoors type, the scenery is 
almost guaranteed to please. 
Just go to Alvin, and follow 
Highway 35 to Bay City. Be 
alert to signs directing the 
traveler to the plantation. 

On the way back toward 
Angleton; watch for a roadaide 
park to the right, shortly after 
vaaainir the Bar-X ranch. There 
ia a ht.torical marker at the 
park which tells of the ghoat of 
Bailey's Prairie, and allo 
serves as the tombstone of a 
moat interesting grave. Bailey 
ii aaid to roam the prairie quite 
often. 

inside the green 'cyclone' fence, 
and within those concrete 
borders lies a cemetery. 

The Peach Point Cemetery is 
a private burial ground which is 
used exclulively by the Munson 
family, and markers date back 
to the Civil War. Even If one 
isn' t interested in old 
cemeteries, the ancient oak 
trees aDd the historical marker 
located on thla spot are worth a 
stop. 

A ghost (Bailey? ) is said to 
frequent the cemetery, at about 
six p .m. each evening. Whether 
it does or not, it is good local 
color and hlatory. 

Take a trip to a hlatorical 
place nearby this weekend. 
Look around, and enjoy a 
Spring day with a day in the 
Past. You might even like it. 

Bazaar Space 

Open 

TEXAS CITY-Reservations 
for table or booth space in the 
Western Week Bazaar & Flea 
.Market are now being accepted, 
according to Lynette Martin 
who la coordinating the popular 
event. 

The bazaar will be held on 
opening day of the Third. An
nual Texas City Western Week 
Celebration April 17. 

Space will be available at no 
charge to civic and other non
profit organizations. A '5 fee for 
other Individuals wlll be 
charged, according to Martin. 

Moving on in the direction of 
Angleton, look to the left, and 
not far from Bailey's grave, 
there appears to be the foun
dation of a long-lo8t house 
surrounded by giant oak trees. 
Get a camera out again, and 
wheel in for a few minutes, for 

Further information, in
cluding the location of the 
event, will be announced at a 
later date. 
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AGolden Rain tree has been added to the College of 
the Mainland landscape thanks to the American 
Business Women's Association, Hub of the 
Mainland chapter, which contributed the tree as a 
Bicentennial project. Shown at the dedication 
ceremony are, left to right: Dr. Fred A. Taylor, 
COM President; Mrs. Dorothy Carthcart, Mrs. 
Peggy Silvertooth, Mrs. Virginia Jackson, COM 
staff members and Alex Pratt, history instructor. 

t········~····!•·············· ... ···· .... ···························• 

Learning Resources 
Schedule 

Monday & Tuesday 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Wednesday & Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 10:30 p.m. 

Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

~ .•.....................•........................................•• 
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Staff Photo by Pat Farrar 

,..,, Pllna. bv Pa& l"arrar 

Mrs. Rebecca Tubbs, a second year student at COM, ls shown 
displaying two of her paintings above. Mrs. Tubbs recently won 
third place in Clear Creek Art League's Annual Graphics 
Exhibit with her nautical watercolor. Mrs. Tubbs recently 
displayed an exhibit of her watercolors ln the COM Ad
ministration Building. 
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Carl Provost gives an intr<1i!uctory lecture to the Humanities 231 
class before a tour of his art gallery in Houston. 

Class Tours African 

Museum 
GIDGET CAMPBELL 

Comet Staff 
The Humanities 231 clan 

be1an a aeries of field trips last 
week with tours of the Carl 
Provost Gallery. The class left 
in early mornin1 by chartered 
bua and be1an the trip with a 
lecture on African tribal masks, 
complete with examples 
collected by the curator of the 
gallery, Carl Provost. 

Provost stated that all 
genuine African maaks are U,ht 
weight and well-balanced for 
easy handling during the tribal 
rites. The designs on each mask 
were used to communicate · in 
aocietiea where the written 
word is virtually non-exlstant. 
Each detail symbolized a 
meas.age ,to the other member• 
of the tribe which cannot be 

read by non-members. The 
masks are also used as a form 
of social comment and control. 

When asked how he came to 
own such a collection of art, 
Provost said that it i• very 
difficult, if not lmpouible to 
obtain pieces that are still being 
used. "When a society break• 
up, the objects used in the rite• 
become symbols of things that 
went wrong, and are discarded. 
Most of the pieces come from 
cultures which are no longer 
intact. Members of very small 
tribes find mates in other tribes 
and eventually the society dies 
out. Then the masks and other 
artifacts become usele•s. Most 
of the pieces were bought from 
people in the larger cities in 
Africa, and a few were found in 
the heart of the continent." 

Assorted 
Announcements 

By PAT FARRAR 
Co-Managing Editor 

Pm THETA KAPPA meeta 
every other Wednelday in the 
Student Center at 12: SO p .m. 
The next meeting ii aet for 
March 10. 

BROWN BAG LECTURES 
are set for March 8, 15, 22, and 
211 at 12 noon ln Room 1.20 of the 
Student Center. 

THE STUDENT GOVERN
MENT meeta every WednNday 

in Room 221 of the Student 
Center at 1: 00 p.m. 

THE STUDENT CENTER 
will be the showplace for a 
Handicraft& Show from March 
1-12. The show is sponsored by 
the Student Life Department. 

PRESIDENT PERSONAL
ITY DISCUSSIONS will be held 
each Monday at 4 p.m. in the 
Student Center in Room 1.20. 

American 

Theatre 

Exhibition 

Displayed 
in I Dr 
Ill &.1,v 

CINDY ROOK 
Comet Staff 

A bicentennial exhibition 
entitled "Theatre in America" 
is to be on display in the LRC 
through the months of March 
and April. This display ls one of 
the twelve traveling exhibitions 
in a series that is being made 
possible by a grant from the 
Moody Foundation of Galveston 
to the Humanities Research 
Center of the University of 
Texas at Austin. 

The exhibition was created 
from books, manuscripts and 
art work from extensive 
collections of the Humanities 
Research Center. The 
exhibition will tour Texas in 
observance of the Bicentennial. 
The display shows the many 
different influences which have 
helped to develop American 
theatre. The exhibit pays 
special tribute to European 
heritage and the energetic 
American thesbians of the 19th 
century and the style of opera in 
the early 1900's. American 
authors who formed the 
distinctive American style of 
the legitimate stage in the early 
half of this century are 
featured. Costume and stage 
designs by Claud Lovat Fraser, 
Edward Gordon Craig, and 
Leon Bakst bring color to the 
panels as well as the nostalgic 
glimpses of the 1llent stars, the 
silver screen greau, and the 
world of musical comedy. 

Lowell Collins Hosts 

Humanities Class 

GIDGET CAMPBELL 
CometStaff 

After resting in a small 
Hungarian restaurant, Anne 
Sherrill's Humanities class paid 
a visit to Lowell Collins Art 
Gallery. The trip was the 
second in a series of field trips 
undertaken by the class, and 
followed an early morning visit 
to another gallery. 

Lowell Collins, an instructor 
at College of the Malnland, 
specializes in pre-Columbian 
art. The term deals with an
tiquity, and includes art of all 
cultures, not simply those of 
South America. 

The class first examined 
some Japanese statues from the 
Tong Dynesty (600 AD.) and 
some Japanese paintings. 
Collins then gave an Informal 
discussion on some of the pieces 
that are usually considered 
"pre-Columbian." art. 

Most of the pre-Columbian 
artifacts that are still intact 
were those that were burled 
with the dead of the cultures, 

according to Collins. " The 
people of pre-Columbian 
societies often buried effigies of 
the deceased and precious 
stones with the dead." he said. 

When asked how to wisely 
p urchase pre-Colum bian ar
tifacts, Collins said, "I have 
four rules I never break when 
buying pieces." 

" Don' t buy at night. I a1so 
never buy anything quickly. 
Don't ever let anyone pressure 
you into buying immediately." 

"Also, never buy a filthy 
piece. A lot of times, someone 
will put the top half of a piece 
with the bottom of another, and 
dirty it up. After you clean it up, 
you find that you have spent a 
fortune on a worthless piece of 
junk." 

"Lastly, and most im
portantly, is to know who you 
buy from. A reputable dealer is 
the best bet always. Everytime 
I broke one of these rules, I got a 
raw deal." · 

Dr. Robert P. Green and bis wife congratulate Artist-in 
residence, Susan Smeltzer at the reception following her piano 
concert in the Arena Theatre on Goerge Washingtons birthday. 

Community Theatre 
Solicits Scripts 

B7 GIDGET CAMPBELL 
Comet Staff 

The College of the Mainland 
Community Theatre is ac
cepting play scripts for the 1976-
77 season. The Theatre is also 
soliciting applications for 
persons interested in directing 
productions in the up-coming 
season. Persons wishing to 
direct plays are asked to submit 
resumes of their theatrical 
back,ttounds to Jack Westin, 

Theatre Coo.rdinator. 
Proposed plays are to be 

submitted by April 1st. 
Deadline for those wishing to 
direct plays ls also April 1st, 
and resumes should be sent to 
Jack Westin, College of the 
Mainland, 8001 Palmer High
way, Texas City, Texas 77590. 
Additional information may be 
obtained by calling Jack Westin 
at 938-1211, ext 221. 
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Voter's Apathy 

Increased 
By CAROL SMITH 

New• Editor 
Well, as most of you lmow by now, 1976 is an election year. 

And whether you know it or not eighteen-year-olds were granted 
the right to vote, as well as, drink, stay out late, be your own 
man and etc. Most of the eighteen-year-olds that I have talked 
to hfven't seemed the least bit interested in "the right to vote". 

As politics effect everyone In every aspect of life I should 
think that they-the eighteen-year-olds, as well as, all other 
American citizens-would be a bit more serious about who will 
be running our country. 

It is said that ignorance on the part of the constituency is 
what causes a low tum out at the polls. Now, while it is still early 
in the game, is the time to get to know the candidates, study 
their l)ackground, choose the one you think can best run our 
country, then above all get out there and vote forhlm. 

One way a person can study the candidates ls by attending 
discussion sessions starting March 1st. These sessions will be 
lead by Dr. Alan Ginsberg and Larry Smith. You have no doubt 
seen the black posters with beautiful gold lettering which states 
"President Tick" around campus, well that's what it's all about 
folk.es. Plus, you may even get extra credit for participating in 
these discussions. If you don't have time to attend these 
discussions Time Magazine covers the candidates and what they 
are up to, as well as, many other good news magazines. If you 
don't have time for reading, of course, there's always the tube. 
This past week they covered the first of the Presidential 
Primaries. The New Hampshire primaries with Ford winning 51 
per cent over Reagan's 49 per cent in the Republican party and 
Jimmy Carter leading with 33 per cent over Morris Udall's 24 
per cent in the Democratic party. Next week the Massachusetts 
primary will be in running, then the following week the Florida 
primaries which should send the election year off to an exciting 
start. 

Studying the candidates, tl.nding the one you think ls the best 
to run our country, voting for him (or her), then waiting on the 
returns ls a most exciting and rewarding part of belonging to 
America. You have the right, use it this election year! 

Dear Editors: 
I would like to bring to your attention, as well as the at

tention of the administration, that those nice new signs pose a 
very dangerous problem. I am speaking of the signs which are 
located on FM 1764 and the street that runs in front of the school. 
The sign on 1764 presents no problems but the other sign blocks 
the view of drivers who are leaving the campus on the street 
which runs to the drivers left of the sign. The sign also obstructs 
the view of drivers who are heading for FM 17114. 

I realize that this sign may have been of great expense to the 
school, but I'm afraid it may cost them some lives if something 
is not done to alleviate the danger that ls present at this site. 

Alice Gutenberg 

Editor's Note: We would welcome any comments from 
other students as to whether or not they feel the signs present 
any danger. We haven't noticed difflcuhy in traffic Oow or 
visibility. 

The COMET is published bl• 
monthly as a laborator)' project 
of journalism classes of College 
of the Mainland. 
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Damon L. Engle, Plant Manager a,t Union Carbide, (Center) presents Dr. 
Fred Taylor with a $1000 donation. Jack Linsey, Shift Coordinator, (left) looks on. 

Beard Contest 
late Entries 

Accepted 

TEXAS CITY-The existing 
beard division of the Western 
Week Beard Contest has been 
cancelled. Late entrlH in the 
scratch division, however, will 
be accepted at Nessler Center 
unW Friday at 5 p.m. 

······························ 

Attention 
Students! 
Make Your 
-Voice Heard.= 
tome To The . 
i Town . . 
~ Meeting 
E On 

Tuesday, 
March 23 

! 12:20 P.M. 
! College 
\ Center 

Scholarship Contribution 

Presented To COM 

By Glqe\Campbell 
Cemetstaff 

The College of the Mainland endowment fund received a 
shot in the arm this week in the form of the presentation of a 
check from Union Carbide. Damon L. Engle, Plant Manager, 
and Jack Linsey, Shift Coordinator, visited Dr. Fred Taylor, 
President of the college, and presented College of the Mainland 
with a donation of $1000. 'Ibis sum is ln addition to Union Car
bide's annual Scholarship contribution. 

'lbe endowment fund is open to Industrial, business, civic, 
and fraternal organizations, a• well as individual contributors. 
The interest earned from the fund are used to support 
progressive new programs and special projects ordinarily 
beyond the scope of COM's budget. Organizations and private 
parties donating may have their names engraved on a plaque In 
the Administration Building. 

Anyone interested in contributing to the endowment fund or 
those requiring further information regarding the fund and it's 
goals are urged to contact Dr. Fred Taylor. Write Dr. Taylor at 
College of the Mainland, 8001 Palmer Highway, Texas City, 
Texas 77590 or call at 938-1211, Ext. 271. 
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Editorial offices of the Comet 
are located in room 218 of the 
Student Center. The telephone 
number is 938-1211 extension 
323. The opinions expreased In 
the editorial are not neceuaril)' 
the opinions of the ataff. 
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Cornets Play 
Stephen F. Austin 

JERRY GUYTON 
Comet Staff 

It was a hearty group of in· 
dividuals who braved a cold 
north wind, when the Comets 
took on the Stephen F. Austin 
Jacks. The Comets lost the first 
game 13-10 after leading 10-7 
through five innings. 

Radie Perry started on the 
mound for the Comets and 
pitched a solid game before 
getting a bit wild and was 
replaced by Mike Stewart in the 
sixth inning, with the 
bases loaded and one out. The 
sixth inning proved to be the 
deciding inning with the 
"Jacks" collecting six runs to 
make the score 13-10 which they 
held OD to, to win. 

In the second game Mike 
Stewart started at pitcher but 
was pulled in the first inning 
and replaced by Doug McKee. 
SF A jumped out to an early lead 
4 to 3 in the first inning and 
tallied one run in the second 
inning to round out their 
scoring. 

IUtllCLY SPUICING 

In the fourth inning Magruder 
hit a triple to right center field 
and scored a few minutes later 
on a base hit by Mike Stewart. 
Batting fourth, Doug McKee hit 
safe and came in to score on a 
base hit by Simpson. The two 
squads played scoreless ball in 
the fifth inning and the game 
was called because of darkness 
with the score 5 to 5. 
Line Up1 and Box Score 
FIRST GAME 
1 PER RY , Pllcher 
19 McKEE, Catcher 
5 SIMPSON, 1st 
3 LOCKHA~T, SS 
9 OAVIOSON, 2nd 
2 MAGRUDER, 3rd 
12 STEWART, RF 
16 MEYERS CF 
13 SENSAT LF 
l• GATES, RF 
COMO 3 0 3 • 0 0-10 
SFA 0 0 1 • 2 6 0-13 

SECOND GAME 
12 STEWART, RF 
15 OAVIS, Catcher 
5 SIMPSON, 1st 
3 LOCKHART, SS 
9 OAVIOSON, 2nd 
2 MAGRUDER, 3rd 
19 MCKEE Pilcher 
16 MEYERS, CF 
13 SENSAT, l.F 

COM 3 0 0 2 0-5 
SFA • 1 0 0 0-5 

a.Phil Frank 

Gymnastic Club 
·Raises Funds 

BRIAN SMITH 

College of the Mainland's 
Gymnastic Club is presently 
raising funds to attend the '76 
Summer Olympics in Montreal. 

Marion; King, instructor of 
the gymnaatics class, said that 
the club plans to open the 
concession stand at baseball 
games and presently opens the 
concession stand in the COM 
gym on week nights. The club is 
also making preparations to 
sponsor a fund-raising dance. 

After attending the Olympic 
gymnastic competition in July, 
the club will journey through 
Washington D.C. and New 
York, added Ms. King. They 
hope to visit the United Nations 
building and the Smithsonian 
Institute. 

Molly Pitcher took the place 
of her wounded husband on a 
cannon crew during the battle 
of Monmouth in 1778. 

Sportstolk 

Track Club 
Formed 

JERRY GUYTON 
Comet Staff 

There is a new club on the 
sports scene at the College of 
the Mainland in the form of the 
"College of the Mainland Track 
and Field Club." 

The club is operating as an 
independent club, as it is not 
financially supported by the 
COM. It is however open to any 
COM student who wishes to 
participate in track and field . 

The team so far is made up of 
David Kautz "captain" Clem 
Prevost, Don Johnson, Grayling 
Walker, Ken Walton, Don 
Woodard, and John Irving. 

"The guys have organi:ted the 
club on their own and are 
working hard" commented Dan 
Travaille advisor for the club. 

Anyone interested in join"ing 
the track club can contact 
either Dan Travaille or David 
Kautz. The team works out at 
4: 30 each day on the COM track. 

Other activities on campus 
include intramural volleyball 
and basketball which are 
presently being played nightly 
from 7: 30 to 9: 30 in the COM 
gym. The tournaments are 
about finished but there are still 
the championship games left to 
be played. 

Intramural sports starting in 
the next few weeks will include 
tennis and raquetball. These 
games are open to the com
munity and anyone interested n 
entering are asked to contact 
coach Bill Montague at the COM 
gym. 

COM's Baseball team, the Comets, prepare for the upcoming 
season. The team is under the direction of Joe Baroso . 

Heads Up 
.. for· 
Bat Girls 

The Comet baseball team 
introduced another "first" in 
the Athletic Program by 
selecting Julie Dues and Dollie 
Cain as team bat girls. 

"The girls help the guys 
perform better. Instead of 
gettlng a down attitude after a 
bad play a player will become 
more optl misUc with tt,e bat 
girls in the dugout. They are 
similar to a cheerleader in a 
football game and they en
courage spirit in a game," said 
Doug McGruder, one of the 
team captains. Another team 
member, Mike Stewart, stated, 
"I like the idea cause they're 
nice looking and they help to 
enjoy the game and ease ten· 
slons. They also make me more 
courteous and thoughtful during 
the game." 

••••••••••••• • • 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• • 
• • 

Support 
Comets 

. ... 
• 
• 
• 
• • 
• • • • • • -ii 

• 
• • • 

Win Conference • 
• 
• 

• • 
• 
• Go Team! 

• • • • • • • ••••••••••••••••••• 
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Students 

Compete 

in ACUI 

BRIAN SMITH 
Twelve COM students 

recently matched skills in the 
Annual ACUI Games Tour• 
nament a t Texas A&M 
University. 

7 

Moses Brown, Richard Watts, 
Ed Tucker , Henry West
morland, and' Cosme Tijerina 
composed the COM Mens 
Bowling team while Eileen 
Tepera, Debra Eaton, Diane 
Guyton and Darlene LaBry 
made up the Womens Bowling 
team. Mary Mccowen, Noe 
Sanchez, and Richard Tow 
composed COM's Billiard team. 

These contestants, who were 
selected winners from campus 
tournaments, competed against 
47 other schools including 
contestants from Jr. and Sr. 
colleges in Arkansas and 
Louisiana. 

Mary McCown Took Second at the ACUI Game at Tuas A&M 

Mary Mccowen took top 
honors for COM, capturing 
second place In Women's 
Pocket Billiards, llcCowen 
played five matches of 1tra.lght 
pool losing only to University of 
Texas' Lucy Sauer. Tbls was 
Sauer's third consecutive 
regional win. 

The ACUI or the Association 
of College Union International 
Games also includes cheH, 
table tennis, air-hockey, and 
pinball. 

K, KFNNEQY ' r I ..K£IDilll'{. __ ; 

..A..~I E.LS._ __ 

Tow Captures Pool Tourney 

JERRY GUYTON 
Comet Staff 

In the midst of clacking cue R. Tow, the two finaU.t were 
balls, strategically placed chosen by single game 
shots, sweaty brows and a cloud elimination. 
of chalk dust, the COM pool The championship game 
tournament got UJ1der way. between K . Kennedy, and R. 

Out of a field of fourteen en- Tow was a classic game of slclll 
trants, the contest was and strategy, with R. Tow 
narrowed down to four players coming out victorious. Third 
going into the semi-finals. From place was won by H. West· 
the group of semi-finallst, moreland by defeating C. 
comPOsed of K. Kennedy, C. .Tijerina. 
Tijerina, B . Westmorelan-4 11nd 

K. KEi'lNEUY 

•• K. KENt:EDY ____ _ 

2nd _ R. MAtlGU~- - J ,.. 

~-...1!.._..,_J.1.1T..uJt;,c8...,IwNAc,..__ --, 

C I !.JEB INA 

M. GORDO!! _ _ _ 

-~ - GORDON 

D DAVIS l 
li WfSTMORf'-"lLI 

...L...IUC.1{£.IL _ - --· 

H. \.IE::iTMORELPNO 
·1 

..M, S.LEWML __ 
I I " hlESIMOREI A'ID 

~ M STEWART 

M McCQWN 

JL. TOW . __ _ 

_,1._1i!l:llli1!L_. __ _j-1L-TOW •• -- -~ 

_R. TOW .. _____ _ 
_.iIDJ:._ ' 

- - - . _ _ NOE _ . ____ _J 

C. TIJERINA 

1 i! 

I H. 

I 
H. WEST~ORELANDj 

WESTMORELAND 

staff Photo JJT Pat Farrar 

Students play 
~ Softball Game 

87 PAT FARRAR 
Co-lluapalf EdHGI' 

COM student• Invaded 
Goddard Park la•t February 25 
Wlder the guile of 1athertnc for 
an lmpromtu softball came. 
.Keith Kennedy and Al Gonzalea, 
well-known COM athlettc butfa, 
organiled the 1ame in the in• 
terest of rou•~ •tudents from 
their usual apathy. Students 
showed great enthusiasm and a 
crowd of twenty or more met at 
the Texa• City Ball park. 

The male members of each 
team showed typical 
chauvini•m by having the 
outfielders move forward to 

flr•t, second and third every 
Ume a female team member got 
up to bat. In moat cases, their 
action wa• juatifled as many ol. 
the women's hits were within 
the diamond. The exce· ·oo to 
the rule WH Carol Bot ..,ho 
demon1trated her abL to 
match the men'• best et ta. 

After leadin1 the 1ame ,r 
five lnninl•, the team beaded 
by Al Gonzalea loat to a acore of 
11 to 12. The deciding home run 
was hit by Don . The 
umpire was slightly under the 
influence of LSD (LONE ST AR 
DRAFT) thus the final acore 
can be viewed with trepidation. 



8 

How's Your 

Love Life? 

By CAROL SMITH 
News Editor 

This month spotlights Pisces' love life. Emotionally you are 
romantic, Imaginative, impressionable, sensitive, a.nd loyal. 
Loyalty Is a fetish with you, and your affections once given are 
never withdrawn. You are very needful of affection, sympathy, 
love, and understanding and 'Ifill be the devoted servant to 
anyone who gives them to you. 

ARIES (March Zl-April Zt) 
Your love life can be at Its best one day and at Its worst the 

next leaving you a little confused this month. You could be 
starting a whole new relationship this month. Try to be a little 
less domineering and have a little more tenderness in romantic 
relationships. Your lucky number for March is (3). 
TAURUS (April Zl-May 21) 

Romantically speaking, you should have an active month 
Taurus. You should attend various social 
activities which bring you 1n contact with many new romatic 
prospects. This could be your month for meeting someone of a 
long lasting relationship. Your lucky Number for March ls (8). 
GEMINI (May 22-June Zl) 

Soci.al popularity should be on the rise this month, with 
plenty of opportunities for romance. Those who are working, or 
In academic environment may suddenly find a romantic at
traction in the midst of the working day. Your lucky number for 
March is (5) . 
CANCER (June ZZ-July 23) 

You may be at a period this month where you will be doing 
some serious thinking about your love relationship. You may be 
trying to decide whether to desolve a now existing relationship, 
or become involved with someone from the past. Tb.ls should all 
work Itself out by the end of the month. Your lucky number for 
March is (9 ). 
LEO (July 24-Aug. 23) 

You could be meeting a dynamic new relationship this 
month ; or setting the wedding date. Aspects promises happiness 
in whatever romantic adventure you attempt. However, stay 
cool, don't become too impulsive for the glamor of romance. 
Your lucky number for March is (4) . 
VIRGO (Aug. U--Sept. 23) 

You should have a turning point In your love life this month, 
In a good direction. Your romantic dreams should be reaching 
fullfillment. If you have marriage on your mind this could be the 
time to step in that direction. Your lucky number for March is 
(7) . 
UBRA (Sept. 24-0ct. Z3) 

You should have plenty of romantic magnetism this month, 
which brings you together with romantic prospects. Someone 
new may pop into your life in a very unexpected manner or 
environment. You should be having a super month . Your lucky 
number for March ls (1) . 
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. !2) 

Your love life has been a little uncertain recently. Good 
aspects should change this direction somewhat, and bring you 
the opportunity to meet a dynamic new person. If there is a 
relationship already In existence, this relationship ls likely to 
become more serene. Your lucky number for March is ( 3) . 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23--Dec. 21) 

'Ibis should be a pleasantly active month on the social front, 
which could lead to romantic prospects. You may find yourself 
at odds with your love partner over a matter that's been grossly 
exaggerated, however, this can be worked out through 
discussion. Your lucky number for March is (1) . 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 20) 

You should find happiness in romance this month. The 
aspects that follow should put you In the mood for permanence 
and security In a relationship. There should also be stability In 
ycur !eve partnersll!p, howevM, be diplomatic with the other 
person. Your lucky number for March Is ( 8). 
AQUARIUS (Jan. Zl-Feb. 18) 

This is a romantically magnetic month for you Aquarius. 
You should have no problem attracting many admirers. Aspects 
are also good for an already started relationship, or bringing a 
former relationship back Into the picture. Your lucky number 
for March Is (2). 
PISCES (Feb. 28-Mar. 20) 

Your love life should be at an all time high this month 
Pisces. Favorable aspects point to meeting exciting new people, 
becoming engaged, or getting married. There should be no 
reason why you can't attain your romantic objectives. Your 
lucky number for March is (9). 

Shown during a set design conference for CO M's upcoming production " . . . A Time To Die" 
are, left to right: Edmond Stephenson, designer of the costumes and play logo; Jack Westin, 
playwright and director oftbe drama about the Alamo; Don Thornton, designer of the stage 
set; Paul Shuttleworth, English instructor and poet, who will contribute original poetry and 
Larry Stanley (seated) , composer of the musical score and background s0W1d effects. 

Crossword Puzzle Solution 
AUTHOR: Wm. H. Thoc keray 
TITLE: (The H;story of) Henry Esn-ond 
QUOTATION: 
You do not know how much you suffer ,n those critica l maladies of the heart 
unti l t he d i sease i s over and you look back on it afte,-.,a r ds. Durinq the 
t ime , the suffering is a t least suffer oble. The day passes ...... and th~ 
night wea r s oway somehow. 

I. EMthl n('SS 
J. Routine 
K. Assaults 
l. Yankee Doodle 

'-1. Hawd 11 
N. [ t u1 
1. Ni tty-gritty 
P. Rowdies 

O. Ye 11 o.twood 
~. Ent re nous 
S. Shuffl eboard 
T.,.atte 

A. Wimbledon 
B. Massage 
C. Maharani 
D. Throughway 
E. Hiotus 
F. Afford 
G. Cheap skates 
H. Khrushchev 

u. Off the cuff 
v. No,ses 
w. De tee tion 

GUIDE TO M:ONEY 
FOR HIGHER EDUCATION 
Guide to more than 250,000 Scholarships and 
Mnancial Aid Source - ~tems valued at over 
8500 million dollars. 
C..talDa ... ...,.. ...... te ........... -= 
Scholarships, granta» aids. fellowahips. loans, work-study progr~ 
cooperadve education programs. and • 11mmer job opportunities; for 
study at collepa. vocational and technical IIChoola, paraprofeasional 
training. community or two-year colleges, ~aduate schools. and post
araduate study or resean:h; funded on national. regional, and local 
I:ve!: by !he federal govem_lllent, ~tea. cities. foundations, coq,ora
tions.· trade unions. "professional uaociations. fratemaJ organizations., 
and minority organizations. Money is available for both average as weU 
as excellent students, both with and without need. 

BENNE'IT PUBLISHING CO. 
Dapc. 21 ... 102 c-llea ~ ....... Mw. 0211'. 
Please rush me __ copies ol. GUIDE TO MONEY FOR HIGHER. EDUCA
TION at $S.9S plus SOc for postaae and handling for each copy. 
I am enclosina S (check or mooey order). 
Name, _________ ___ ____________________ _ 

Adddna _ _____ __________________ -=-~---
01)' ___________ .,...,...,...._ ______ z.ip _ _ _ _ 

C) Copyrisbt 1976 Be-tt Pubu.Maa U>. 
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Everett accepts $100 check for 

Science lncorporateds' new logo 
Sta.ff Photo by -Kevin Kemp 

Everett Designs_w_inner -
BY CAROL SMITH 

News Editor 

Charles T. Everett, a biology 
teacher at Texas City High 
School and a student at College 
of the Mainland recently won 
$100.00 in a logo contest held by 
Dr. John Hubisz of COM. The 
logo was to depict the various 
aspects of science for Science 
Inc. 

When ask how he felt about 
winning he said, "I am 

delighted." Charles says bis 
hobbies pertain mostly to 
becoming self-sufficient, which 
includes raising his own 
vegetables, meat, andpoultry. 
"The closest I've come to art is 
some pottery classes I have 
taken at COM," he said. 

This is Charles' first credit 
semester at COM where he is 
taking astronomy to add to his 
career as a biology teacher. 

Instructors 
Wonted 

BY GIDGET CAMPBELL 
Comet Staff 

Due to expanding programs, 
the Division of Health, Physical 
Education, and Recreation at 
College of the Mainland is 
currently seeking persons in
terested in serving part time as 
instructors for Physical 
education and Recreational 

_ courses. Further information 
and applications may be ob
tained by contacting Dan 
Travaille, College of the 

qualified instructors. We're 
open to ideas from the com- . 
munity. If there is an interest, 
we'll do what we can to ac
comodate it." 

Undergraduate 

assistantships 
offered 

Mainland, 8001 Palmer High- BYGIDGETCAMPBELL 
way, Texas City, Texas 77590. CometStaff 
Information may also be ob- Dan Doyle, Director of 
tained by calling 938-1211, ext. Financial Aids announced that 
418. College of the Mainland wit 

No specific educational offer Undergraduate 
backgrounds are required for Assistantships for qualified full. 
most eourses, and the primary time students. Deadline for 
qualifications are that a person application is April 15, and 
be skilled in the sport or activity candidates will be Interviewed 
and preferably have some durin& May, with selections t<> 
~r<"vious e

1
13erience i $C11<!h~ 10 • ' eel•" ,,__ 

nit lldU, . .,, "\.!rested persons are urg to 
Scheduling of the classes is call Dan Doyle, Financial Aids 

flexible, and most meet once or Office Administration Building 
twice a week for six or eight College of the Mainland al 
weeks. 938-1211, ext. 275. 

Some of the activities 
presently being taught include 
men's and women's fitness, all 
levels of swimming, ballroom 
dance, yoga, ballet, racquet
ball, canoeing, belly dancing, 
tennis, and judo. 

Travaille said, "There are 
also some new area such as 
sailing, scuba diving, and 
camping that we'd like to ex
plore, providing we can find 

Students who qualify will 
receive around $1000 for 15 
·nours assisting instructors and 
councilors from August 16 to 
May 20, 1977. There are 
currently openings in fields of 
business occupations, 
mathematics, art, library 
services, biology, audio-visual 
services, chemistry and 
physics. 

( __ ~_•N_~_I_) 

April 5, 1171 

Sorority 
expands 

BY CAROL SMITH 
News Editor 

Phi Theta Kappa will be 
having their spring initiation 
ceremony at 7: 00 p.m. April 6 in 

· the LR C Auditorium. Dr. Fred 
Taylor, president of COM and 
Dr. John Hubisz, Sponsor of Phi 
Theta Kappa will be present 
along with the officers which 
include Martha Boswell-
president, Dan Clark-V-
president, Shelly Freman 
secretary, Eileen Teper a 
treasurer and Abner Freer 
historian reporter. 

Those who are to be initiated 
at this date are as follows: Jack 
E. Theall, Jr., Michael P. 
.H.ichardson, J. W. Moseley, 
Beverly P r uitt, Patti Wulf, 
Monette Turner, Elena Ann 
Fuente, Sandra Louise 
ML-J;ask H:11thorT1 
Billld nutir 
Weberlln, l ... u.u-a, 
Nicole M .. 6 ~, George R. 
Raven, Mattie M. Kenney, 
Shelley Freeman, Mary Jane 
Johnson, David, W. Mongan, 
Arlis St. Ama, Nolton Paul 
Sensat, Radie Floyd Perry, Jr., 
David Kautz, Jeff ltaile:r, Steve 
Adams, Walter Kittel, Sandra 
Hengst, Burnella Witherpoon, 
Mary Selzer, Brenda Joyce 
Anderson, Carol Smith, l.ochie 
Fowler. 

Refreshments will be st"rved 
after the ceremony. All 
faculty and staff are cordially 
invited to attend. 

New rules for veterans educational benefits 
By JERRY GUYTON 

Comet Stall 
The office of Veterans' Af

fairs are in the process of in
forming veterans, who are 

. taking advantage of their 
educational benefits, about the 
changes in the procedures to 
g~vem the reportlng of veteran 
enrollments. 

Some of the new rules that 
could affect the statu~ of your 
certification for veterans 
benfits are: You must pass at 
least one half of all hours at• 
tempted.and the semester in 
which you are enrolled would 
constitute your probationary 

· period. There will be only one 
probationary period instead of 
two as in the past. You will have 
to be able to show satisfactory 
educational progress and 
transcripts will be checked for 
changes in a program of study. 

Electives will be more closely 
supervised to insure conformity 
to the general major program of 
study. 

The following is from the 
Office of Veterans' Affairs 
procedure to govern the 
reporting of veteran 
enrollments: 

The following items form the 
rationale upon which this Policy 
to Govern the Reporting of 

' Veteran Enrollments is based: 
1. Veterans' Administration 

Regulations mandate the 
reporting of the last date of 
attendance for a veteran who 
withdraws from a course or is 
interrupted in his pursuit of a 
course by his instructor or the 
insittition. 

2. Students who are not or 
have not been present for 
classes cannot be compelled to 

appear and furnish last da.te of 
attendance information. 

3. Instructors may not have 
accurate attendance records 
due to personal teaching style, 
use of individualized teaching 
methods, or other reasons. 

•· Veterans' Administration 
Regulations prohibit the 
awarding of educational 
assistance benefits for a course 
or courses for which credit bas 
been granted. 

The following Procedure to 
Govero the Reporting of 
Veteran Enrollments is 
established· .: 

1. - Withdrawals or in
terruptions completed through 
the 12th class day, the reduction 
will be made effective as of the 
1st day of classes, unless 
another class is substituted 
during that period, or unless the 

student certifies otherwise in· 
writing. 

2. Withdrawals or in
terruptions completed after the 
12th class day throug the date of 
mid-term, the reduction will be 
made effective as of the 12th 
class day if reported on 12th day 
rolls, or as of the first day of 
classes if not reported on 12th 
class day rolls, or unless 
student certifies otherwise in 
writing. 

3. Withdrawals or in
terruptions completed after the 
date of midterm, the reduction 
will be made effective as of the 
date of the transaction If 
students mid-term report shows 
performance according to 
schedule for the course, or as of 
the date of mid-term if student 
ls behind schedule for the 
course on the mid-term report, 
or unless student certifies 

otherwise in writing. 
4. Veteran enrollments will 

not be reported to the Veterans' 
Administration unless and until 
(1) the veteran student affirms 
in writing that bis schedule of 
classes does not include a 
course or courses for which 
credit has been previously 
granted, and (2) records of 
previous education and 
training, if any, have been 
supplied to the Admissions 
office and been evaluated for 
credit purposes. 

Farm Population 
Over 40 per cent of the U.S. 

population is employed but 
only 3 per cent now work on 
farms , The Conference Board 
observes. Back in the early 
1800s only 30 per cent of the 
population was employed -
but 75 per cent of those tilled 
the land. 
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Enforcement of 
parking regulations 
discussed 

BY JEAN BURKHART 
CometStaff replied that anyo{ie may be 

At the Town Meeting of placed on the agenda if they 
March 23, students r eceived a write a letter stating the nature 
chance to voice their opinions of their business to the board at 
about the enforcement of the least a week before the meeting. 
parking reulations on campus to This allows it time to make up 
President Fred Taylor himself. the Agenda and make sure that 
Students were concerned most each member receives a copy 
about the lack of lines in some of well before the meeting. 
the parking lots. Ed Brown dean Robert Pryor, President of 
of Administration assured the the Student Association, an-
group that lines will be placed nounced that their will be 
on the parking lots. another town meeting late in 

One student adked how could April. Town Meetings give 
one be placed on the agenda of students the opportunity to ask 

FACUllT 
PMICINO 
ONLVl 

the Eoard Meetings which meet questions or make suggestions B t I "faculty" me~mber 
once a month. Dr. Taylor about COM. U am a 1 .................................................. 

CLUES WORDS 

A . Make quick work of 1 ittle 
consideration (2 wds.) ........................... TTTTT""nef91"ffl90"10imffl" 

111 . The lad behind the yoke ls 11\Y partner - . · · · • · • · • · ill ffi sf B3 S4 9l 195 lOO ill T5f 

a . ~nine conversation ... • . • • • • • • • · · ·; · · · · · · · · · · • · · · 19 23 38 48 ID TT6 N . Person who's O.K. in a wan 
11,yukyu Island . ...............•................. . 69TT9135977o22109102 

C. ~~ ~r v!:~ni~~/l '.~~~~~~~~.................. lo4" ID" ffi Ts4 film~ 
O . Te 11 a lie about a fake 

head covering . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65" 14 105 Tli3 Tiis Tii917 49 TT 

D. Decorated tree at midtenn . • • • • • • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · TTii 84 33 88 ffi ITT TTs P . One nation mum about gun powder ........ · · · · · · · · · 
43 30 

'lo(Y Tio m ,-ig Wm 78 27 

[ . Wash halter in soapy foam ............... ........• 
TT6 ffi TTo 32 6f TT8 

Q. ~sanova with a Jot o' hair ................ . ... . 

f . Eva vies for elus ive ans.ers .•....... • ...... ..... R • The clock Edward sees behind 
bolted door ... ....••..................•......... °9Ib4°74z;-T61 

G. Recalled club's menber hiding 
in the rf'Prl ......... •, • • • • • • • • •" • • • • • • • • • • • • "• • 

S . Tr ue drafts thwarted architect . .........•.. , . . . . -=- """"° =- - -
6ii so mm 131 6, 9~ ,93 J .21 

~~ - . T. "Core! us have some _ 
- , .. ~ - e,- V t") ., 'lil y) . --I. Those wt,., -chly don't eat U . The alltlas~dor's be e 11essy office ............. . 

pig's feet: (4 wd;.) . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . lM ffl ~ sr IDT 46 ffi 37 ID m TT2 4519179 TiiT W 121' T 

J • Rub out Jeff, ace racketeer .........•... •••....•. V . Italian dish (2 wds.) .......................... . 
13652184 42°i20934089145 876 

IL Fervor after a color that's more 
than red-hot { 2 wds. ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3T ~ 39 60° 8T m lb6'" fil 7!! 

W. He practices medicine in home with 
nothing but a path behind ..................•.... 28 ITT 13 173 126 ill 150· fil 35 

L . Sarge gives assertive comnands .................. . 
75 148 98 127 164 11 15 26 44 168 ........... 

First Passport 
Passports originally were 

official letters. The first 
United States passports bound 
by hard covers were folded 
single-page letters issued i~ 
1918. U.S. passports first 
assumed booklet form in 1926 
and beginning in 1941 wer~ 
issued bound in flexible, green 
covers. Blue plastic-covered 
passports were introduced in 
1961. 

Youngest Elected 
While Theodore Roosevelt, 

at 42 was the youngest man to 
take the oath of office as 
president of the United States, 
John F. Kennedy, at 43, was 
the youngest man to be elected. 
Roosevelt originally succeed
ed to the presidency upon the 
death of William McKinley. 

Tile COMET la publlabed bl· 
monthly•• a laborator)' project 
of joumallam classes of College 
of the Mainland. 

Eclitorial office• of the Comet 
ate located In room 218 of the 
Student Center. The telephone 
number ii m-1211 extenaon 
m . The opinions expreued In 
the editorial are not neceuarll7 
the oniniona of the staff. 
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.f!.fOUBLE CROSS-UP 
No. I 

By Lora W. Asdor i an 

Consider the c lues from all angles; they 
may CROSS you UP: The c 1 ue may be a pun on the 
word wanted, or an anagram of the word itself. 
Usually, the clue contains a definition {synonym) 
as well as a cryptic representation of the word 
Certain words may stand for letters in an anagr~m, 
e.g. , NOTHING, TEA, SEE, WHY, YOU, and BE may rep
resent 0, T, C, Y, U, and 8. The word could also be hidden in the letters of the clue, e.g., the 
phrase "hlJl'iln beftg ru:d as unthankful • contains 
the ans.er INGRA . , word miqht be defined in 

©1973 by lora W. Asdorian 

two parts, e.g., a clue for FORESTER is "ranger 
in favor of ... rganic C0111P0und" {FOR ESTER). 

Write the words over the null'bered dashes and 
then transfer each letter to the correspondingly 
nuat>ered square in the diagram. Black squares 
indicate word endings. The complete<! diagram 
will contain a quotation reading from left to 
right . The first letter of the answered words 
will give you the author's name and title of the 
work frpm Milich the quote comes. 

- -



Spring Opera Festival 

Productions Announced 
The Spring Opera Festival 

will present two opera theater 
productions for the 1976 season. 
Sousa's" El Capitan" will be 
presented on May 21, 22, 23, 25, 
27, 28, 29, 31. Floyd's "Susan
nah" will be presented on June 
4, 5, 7, 9, 11, 12. The show will be 
presented at the Miller Theater 
in Herman Park. 

The shows are produced by 
Houston Grand Opera, the free 

COM Exhibits 

Da Vinci 

BY GIDGET CAMPBELL 
Comet Staff 

Beginning April 29, the 
College •of the Mainland Art 
Gallery will exhibit the works of 
Leanardo Da Vinci. The 
exhibition is on loan from the 
IBM Corporation, and includes 
22 models built from Da Vinci's 
scientific and technical 
drawings. IBM acquired the 
models in 1951, and they were 
incorporated In tbe com any's 
touring exhibition shortly 
thereafter. The models are 
accompanied by explanations 
and sketches reproduced from 
Da Vinci's notebooks. 

Included are both practical 
· and theoritical devises and 

among the models is a paddle 
wheel ship, which was not 
successfully developed until 
steam power became practical 
in the 19th century. Also in· 
cluded is a theoritical gear 
system that produced three 
speeds of rotation similiar to the 
mod~rn auto transmissions, and 
a device used to determine the 
tensile stre~th of wire. 

Leonardo da Vinci was almost 
spellbound by the possibility of 
human flight, and developed 
many schemes for flying. A 
model of an ornithopter 
(ropulsion and support provided 
by flapping wings) includes two 
movable wings, a lattice-like 
frame work, and a system of 
pulleys and ropes. It was to be 
operated by the flyer-operator 
by lying prone to the 
frameworrk. 

One of the leading military 
engineers of his time, da Vinci 
made countless sketches for 
weapons and fortifications. An 
armored _tank of a type not used 
until World War I is included in 
the IBM collection, along with a 
scaling ladder used to climb the 
walls of enemy fortresses. 

Concerned with accuracy and 
measurement, da Vinci has 
designs for a hygrometer for 
measuring humidity, an in
dinometer for determing the 
degree of slope, and an 
anemeter for measuring wind 
ve 1-ocity, all of which are part of 
the exhibition. 

out door festival is the only one 
of its kind in the U.S. and is 
supported by Armco Steel, the 
National Endowment for the 
Arts, the Music Performance 
Trust Fund and the city of 
Houston through the Miller 
Theater Advisory Jouncil. 

Both productions will be sung 
in English and curtain time for 
all performances is 8: 30. 

Thomas 

Installed 

President 

George Thomas, Associate 
Dean for Adademic Programs, 
was installed as President of the 
Texas Association of Junior 
College Instructional Ad· 
minislrators durlllg the annual 
buaineu meeting in Dallu. 

Thomas el!.n ~P:-ved as 
moderator of a pane of junior 
college deans probing 
"Management of Off-Campus 
Classes" at the meeting of the 
Texas Junior College Te chers 
Association and the T AJClA. 
During the program, Thomas 
presented Dr. Stanton C. 
Calvert, the newly-appointed 
Director of Community College 
Programs, Coordinating Board, 
Texas Colleges and University 
Stytems. Dr. Calvert was Dean 
of Student Personnel Services 
at COM. 

Other COM faculty members 
participating in the conference 
included Jerry Preas, who 
served on the TJCTA 
nominating committee and 
secretary for the Tech-Voe 
sectional meeting; Emmeline 
Dodd, serving as secretary of 
the Legislative Committee as 
well as a member of the State 
Committee; and Alex Pratt, 
Vice Chairman of the Social 
Science section. 

Naturalization 
A person wishing to become 

a naturalized citizen of the 
United States must be at least 
18 years old and a lawful resi
dent of the country con
tinuously for five years. 
However, for husbands and 
wives of U.S. citizens the 
period is three years in most 
instances. Special provisions 
apply to Armed Forces 
veterans_ The applicant must 
have been physically present 
in the United States for at 
least half the residence 
period. 

iJ '--=-~----~---, BARBS 
. By PHIL PASTOl,{ET 

I I A cynic is a fellow who ha, 
long been convinced abo9 
things you're just beginning to 
learn about life. - -----
Mabry to 

l 

u 

Address Kappa 

Mu Chapter 

& : 
Staff Photo by Gidget Campbell 

Shown above are examples of the Humanities class 231 first 
project of the semester. The class is under the direction of 
Ann Sherrill. 

Letters to the Editor 

The Texas City Kappa Mu 
Chapter of Beta Sigma Phi 
sorority will present their an
nual spring style show and 
salute the Bicentennial Year 
with "Fashions for the Woman 
of Today" on April 5th at 8: 00 
p.m. at the Nessler Civic Center 
in Texas City. Guest com
ment a tor will be Mrs. 
Meriworth M.abry. Fashions 
from local merchants will be 
shown. A main door prize of 
$200.00 worth of clothes and 
shoes will be given away. Het 
proceeds are pledged to the 
Texas City Heritage 
Association for restoration of 
the Frank B. Davison Home In 
Texas City. Tickets are $1.50 
and may be purchased at the 
door. 

Sidewalk 
Sacrilege 

Dear Editor: 
I am extremelY annoyed at the way the sidewalks at COM 

are being turned into a passage for all the little motor1cooters 
and tractors used by maintenance. I have seen these vehicles 
being used to carry small items like mail and touters when a 
they could ea.sily be carried by a man (thereby saving expense 
on gasoline). 

Not only does this prove their inefficiency, it ruins the 
sidewalks because of the oil and grease spillage from the engine. 
Tbe noiae and diltraetlon to the 11ba4eaw la anct!:ex factor to~ 
considered. 

Aa an alternative, the road1 surrounding the campu1 could 
be med for the light transport of. goods with the.sidewalks only 
being used in the case of moving heavier Items. 

Barry Midkiff 
We appreciate your concern 

for this worthy cause and your 
co-operation. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: I agree that something should tie done. 

Sincerely, 
Linda Campbell 

Maintenance makes the policy on sidewalk usage. I su, Jt that 
you contact Bill Whitener, Vice-President of Adminli1traUve 
Services. 

Committee Conducts 

Bilingual Analysis 
By CINDY ROOK 

Comet Staff 
Members of four Mexican- financial and social aids needed 

American groups in COM's to complete a course of study 
college district assisted Jesus and (3) frorm a culture-
"Joe" Rubio, Associate Dean sensitivenetwork of community 
for Technical-vocationai resources in order to continue 
Programs in te needs analysis the program after the proposed 
and design of Project AD· federal grant expiresl 
VO CATE, a proposal requisted The Advisory Group consisted 
by the U.S. Officeof Education · of the following members: Pat 
under the Bilingual Vocational Padilla, Arnold Ybarra, 
Training Section of the LULAC; Sally Davila, Juan de 
Vocational Education Act. la Cruz, Club Latino; Felix D 

The Advisory Committee Zengotita and Catarina 
conducted a needs analysis of Rodriquez, Familias Unidas; 
college-age bilingual persons in Antonio Rodriquez and Er-
the district and assisted in nestine Moreno, COM amigos. 
designing the Project AD· Technical assistance was 
VOCATE program to ac- contributed by Ricardo R. Vera, 
complish the following goals: SER-CETA Program; Manuel 
(1) search out bilingual persons Urbina, COM history instructor 
who would benefit from a and Sal Hurtado, a recent 
technical-vocational education Universit of Houston graduate. 
at - COM· (2) provide the 

The number of young adults 
- those between 25 and 34 -
is growing rapidly , The 
Conference Board finds. This 
age group grew Uve times 

faster than the total popula
tion during the last five years 
and will continue to expand 
rapidly during the next five 

1,,•seE1r,ll., 

American Theater 

Exhibit 

Displayed 
BY LOCHIE FOWLER 

Comet Staff 
The Hoblitzelle Theatre Arts 

Collection, a display of 
photographs, etchings and 
watercolors which portrays the 
history of American Theatre, 
will be on display through the 
month of April in COM's LRC 
building. 

The exhibit, is offered· for 
public viewing under a grant 
from the Mary Moody Foun
dation of Galveston. 

Material for the exhibit was 
taken from permanent 
collections belonging to the 
University of Texas and among 
items shown are a photograph 
of Jean Harlor (1936) and a 
theatre program ror "The 
Jtivals' ... _(]!8!). , :z.i 
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TEXAS CITY-Don 'lbornton, Ct>llege o! the Mainland's artlst
in-residence, arranges a few of the approximately 200 pieces on 
view in bis one-man exhibit now at COM's Gallery. 

Story of My Life 

Ope~a Closes 

For Season 

BY LOCKIE FOWLER 
Comet Staff 

For its final production of the 
1975-76 Bicentennial season, 
Houston Grand Opera will 
present Giacomo Puccini's 
"Girl of the Golden West." 
Performances in Italian are 
scheduled for April 9, 11, 13, and 
16 and an English performance 
is scheduled for April 10. 

Setting for the romantic 
melodrama is the era of 
California's gold miner, and the 
idea for the opera's theme 
originated with Puccini while he 
was viewing a 1907 Broadway 
production of David Belasco's 
play, "Girl of the Golden West". 

Tickets are still available. 
For more information call 227· 
5277, Houston. 

Prose and Poetry 

Legacy of Mankind 

I walk along a timeless road. 
That neither ends or begins; 
yet begins and never ends. 
A road as long and winding 
as life itself 
Since the beginning of my journey 
I have seen many things. 
I have been through every war and sorrow. 
And I walk on. 
I have seen hopes and dreams. 
And I walk on. 
I have seen life and death, 
the beginning and yet I fear the end. 
But I walk on. 
For I am Man. 
Julie Betancourt 

1970 

Unique Exhibit 

Shown 

BY GIDGET CAMPBELL 
Comet Staff 

-Th€ Fine Arts G·aat1He1er,P'!"--,11!ft-~ - ~ ~ 
College of . the Mainland is 
currently displaying the works 
of Don Thornton, artist-in• 
residence. The exibition is free 

An Original Composition 
by Don Tl,ornton =r 

and open to the general public. 
The gallery is open on Mondays 
and Thursdays from 11: 00 a.m. 
to 2: 00 p.m. The gallery will 
also be open on April 23 from 
6: 00 to 9: 30 p.m., and April 24 
from 7: 00 to 9: 30 p.m. 

In this unique collection 
Thornton pays tribute to the 
Gulf Coast in the use of drift
wood, shells, and aquatic 
animals arranged in boxes to 
make an aesthetic statement. 
He uses the new "art in a box" 
form format offers the artist an 
OPPortunity to journey between 
painting and sculpture," 
Thorton noted, adding that the 
box medium was effective in 
this country because of the 
American preoccupation with 
packaging. 

According to Thornton. "The 
Texas Gulf Coast is not Dallas 
or New York, but a very unique 
place. I want people in this area 
to share the joy I feel in living 
here and being able to draw my 
inspiration from the ocean." 

SSSSnakes 
BY LOCBIE FOWLER 

Comet Staff 
COM will host a sidewalk 

display of snakes Thursday, 
April 8, from 9: 00 to 4: 00 p.rn. 
The exhibit, which includes 
rattlesnakes, cobras, pythons, 
copperheads and boas will be 
shown in a walk-through van, 
and will be accompanied by 

Don Thornton 
1. Born white, December 15, 

1936 in a share cropper's shack 
in Winnsboro, Louisiana. 

2. Attended Columbia Grade 
School and High School; played 
fullback, broke left talus, 
graduated 1956. 

3. Worked as field hand and 
construction worker, 1952-1956; 
fell off a roof 1955, was not badly 
hurt. 

4. Bar room fight 1956, did not 
go to jail; hurt right hand. 

s. Matriculated Louisiana 
Polytechnic Institute 1956. 
Played football one year, only 
got bruised. 

6. Worked summers as 
roughneck 1958-1960. Was 
knocked off a rig 50 miles· out in 
the Gulf; not killed. 

7. Worked summers as sailor 
1956-1957. Nothing much hap
pened; saved enough money to 
go back to college. 

8. Graduated, Louisiana 
Polytechnic Institute 1960. Got 
drunk night of graduation and 
could not find right place in 
graduation procession; got the 
di'Ploma. , 

9. Taught high school 1960-
1964 in Vivian, Louisiana, 
mostly fished for large mouth 
bass in Black Bayou; caught a 
few. 

snake authority Steve Burns, of 
Gulf Coast Reptile Park. 

Admission to t11e exhibit, 
SPonsored by the Stt Jent Center 
Programs Council. 1 free and 
the general public is invited to 
view the display. 

10. 1960, co-authored a book of 
poetry; OUTCRY, did not 
become a famous writer. 

11. Married Suzannah Smith 
1961, had one or two fights a 
week; learned to love her. 

12. Marticulated Louisiana 
State University 1962; had one 
good instructor, he went crazy 
and they locked him up. 

13. August 7, 1962, a daughter, 
Kyla, is born. At age 10 she 
secured a lawyer, her grand
father, and changed her name 
to Katherine. Her cat was run 
over February 23, 1971. 

14. 1963, had a two-man art 
exhibition at the State Museum 
in ShrevePort Louisiana; did 
not become a famous artist. 

15. 1964, became Arts & Crafts 
Manager and Gallery Manager 
on the LSU Campus, was driven 
to insanity; was not committed. 

16. Opened the Baton Rouge 
Gallery, 1966; the gallery 
became a public institution; no 
one remembers who started it. 

17. June 30, 1966, a son, 
Tribbey, is born; got his 
commercial fishing liscense 
August 2, 1975. 

18. Graduated LSU, 1967; MA 
in Fine Arts. This surprised 
everyone. 

19. Instructor, Art Educatiol!.. 
and Drawing, University of 
Southwestern 1967-1973; got the 
jobs, was paid likewise. 

20. Chairman, Baton Rouge 
Art Gallery, 1966-1967; did not 
sell much art. 

21. On the Committee on the 
Arts of College Unions
lnternational, 1966-1\167; . '!Vho 
cared. 

22. Art Consultant for Head 
Start, 1968-1969; done good for 
paor folks. (the children taught 
me a lot) 

23. Visuals and text on Art 
Education and Design 
distributed nationally by Proth
mann Associates of New York, 
1968-1976; sounds good, made 
$11.73. 

24. Workshops in Art for 
Educational Systems in 
Louisiana and Texas, 19611-1975; 
helped the crazy folks. 

26. Published one poem in 
Nexus, 1969; lost the last copy. 

27. Artist-in-Residence, 
College of the Mainland, Texas 
City, Texas, 1973-1976; became 
a famous artist; worked 18 
hours a day for minimum 
wages. 

28. Summer 1974, designed 
costumes for "Fiddler On the 
Roof"; the assistant designer 
stole the Chagall reference 
books. 

29. Created 2 sets for the 
Houston Ballet 1975; one was 
junked. 

30. Secured Carl Provost, of 
Houston, Texas, as art dealer 
1975; grossed less than a 
million. 

31. Art editor for Texas 
Portfolio-Spring 1976; the 
garden did not get planted. 

32. Published 6 poems in 
Cedar Rock, April 1976; the 
publisher sent the 2 copies as 
payment for publishing rights. 

33. 1973-1976, exhibited in 
every major regional art 
exhibition; did not win a prize 
or sell a work. 

34. 1960-1975, 31 one-man art 

exhibitions in museums, and 
galleries; John Canaday never 
critiqued any of them in the 
New York Times. 

35. 1960-1976, Shown in over 
100 local, regional, and national 
group exhibitions. 

36. April 1976, did set for Jack 
Westin's play, "A Time To 
Die". 

37. March 1976, published a 
book of Poetry entitled, Soun
ding. 

38. May 6, 1976, got caught 
eating live Polluted oysters 
from the Texas City Bay, now 
locked in a World War II pill
box door closed and locked. 

SOLUTION TO 

~DOUBLE CROSS -UP No. 8 

A. Short shrift I. High on the hog 
B. Bowwow J. Efface 
C. Usher in K. White heat 
D. Trinred L. Aggressive 
E. Lather H. Yol<.efellow 
F. Evasive N. Okinawan 
6. Rement>ered o. Falsehood 
H. Theitrics P. Anrnunition 

Q. Lothario • 
R. Locked 
S. Frustrated 
T. Let mirth 
U. Ent>assy 
V. Sophia Loren 
W. Homeopath 

AUTHOR: (Samuel) Butler 
TITLE: The Way of All Flesh 
Quotation: 
Everyone has a mass of bad 
work in him which he will have 
to work off and get rid of before 
he can do better .... the more 
lasting a man's ultimate good 
work is, the more sure he is to 
pass through a time ... .in which 
there seems very little hope for 
him at all. '; . 



--------Sports 
Tournament 
to be held 

1 

BY JERRY GUYTON 
Comet Staff 

There will be a Racquetball 
Tournament held at the COM 
gymnasium. Entries will 
be .due April 1st and play will 
begin on April 5th. The divisions 
will be, Open Singles, (Open to 
men and women), "B" Singles 
(Open to men and women), and 
Women's Singles. 

You will arrange your own 
matches. Failure to compete 
matches by due date may result 
in a forefeit for one or both 

players. Matches will be 
decided by best 2 of 3 games to 
21 points, in a consolation type 
tournament. The ball used will 
be any ball agreed upon by both 
players. 

So all you racquetball guffs 
get out there and show your 
stuff. 

Entry blanks may be picked 
up at the physical education 
office or call: Bill Montague, 
~38-1211 EXT. 420. 

Gymnastic class in session 

COM 
Sponsers 
clinic 

BY BRIAN SMITH 
Comet Staff 

College of the Mainland and 
the Texas City Parks Depart
me will sponsor a Racquetball 
er con campus April 9 though 
11 

Interested players should 
enter before the April 2 
deadline. For further in
formation, call 938-1211, ext. 
418.) 

The clinic will begin on 
Friday, April 9 at 5: 30 and will 
continue til 9: 30 on Saturday the 
program will last from 9: 00 to 
9: 00 and resume Sunday from 
10: 00 to 3: 00. 

Featuring the State's Top 
Player, Jim Austin, the clinic 
will cost each entrant twenty 
dollars. This cost includes a 

:racquetball book, Saturday 
/dinner, and a special t-sbirt 
._?.larking the occasslon. 

I 

•• 

John Triplett on the rings . 
• • I 

Sportstalk 

Students 
speak out 

JERRY GUYTON BSIAN 81111TH 
Sports Editor Coae& Slafr 

The comment in regard to the Chuck Tietz-They should 
article published in the last definitely put more emphasis on 
issue of the COMET entitled, the collegiate program. I think 
"COM sports future dim", was athletes are better represen-
so dibersified that I thought it tatives of the school than those 
warranted a forum, I asked representatives who got to 
students; What would you like conventions and get plastered. 
to see at COM, a larger In- Scott Sokol-If they put more 
tramural program or more emphasis on intramurals, they 
support for the Intercollegiate would need more participation. 
sports? The opinion went as But if they put more emphasis 
such. on collegiate sports, they would 

Nenita Cario-I think that a also need more participation. 
sports program should be There is a Jack of participation 
initiated that would make the in the whole program. 
college competive against other James Gray-I think we need 
colleges. A winning team is more school spirit. And I don't • 
good publicity. thik there's enough publicity for 

Daniel Darnell-I think its a games. We have an excellent 
good idea to have a strong in- coaching staff but COM doesn't 
tercollegiate program because offer much to it's athletes. 
it makes the school look good Ken Wegner-I think the 
when the teams win. Personaly collegiate program is wor-
1 Pcrefer aoecer. -1hwbile,~'.r too bad they can·t 

Uavul Kautz-I think you offer more scholarships to 
develope a good intramural attract good athletes. 
program by having a strong Kenneth Walton-I think they 
intercollegiate program. should put more emphasis on 

Lilo Camp-I think that the Collegiate sports. The president 
intramural program should be and the board are the cause of 
expanded to make it possible for the lack of participation. This is 
more people to participate in an old folks college. 
competitive sports. If a person I would like to thank the 
becomes interested in a sport by people that I spoke with and 
playing rather by watching it take this opportunity to invite 
would benefit them not only more comment from the 
from the health point of view student body. 
but could possibly develope into You caL give your comments 
an enjoyable hobby. to any member of the COMET 

David Mongan-The general staff or write it down and bring 
support should be on the in· it to the COMET office located 
tercollegiate level. The school in the student center room 218. 
would get publicity and 
recognition in the newspapers. 
Which would result in more 
potential students choosing the 
COM. 

COM Enters AJC sports day 
By JERRY GUYTON 

CometStaf( 
The Alvin JR. College will 

hold its annual "Sports Day" on 
April 7, in Alvin. 

In the tennis doubles com
petition for the College of the 
Mainland will be Hudson Cario, 
Jonas Gibson, and Alfredo 
Gonzales. Alfredo Gonzales will 
be going as an alternate. 

' t <I• L' 

A mini-tournament was held 
at the Com tennis courts on 
Friday March 19, between 
Cario, Gibson, and Gonzales. 
Gibson drew a bye and the 
match between Cario and 
Gonzales was won by Hudson 
Cario, 6-2, 6-2. 
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Science Incorporated 

A new look 
at science Early Registration for 

By CAROL SMITH 
News Editor 

In January of 1976, a group of 
people got together and set forth 
a goal to advance science in the 
Galveston County area. Science 
Inc. was born. "Our long ra~ge 
goal," says Dr. John Hubisz of 
College of the Mainland, "is to 
set up a 'hands-on' type of 
science museum somewhere in 
the Galveston County area. 
What we mean by a 'hands-on' 
museum is that when people 
come to visit the museum they 
will be actively involved in the 
demonstrations that are set up. 
Children will not be made to be 
quiet or told not to touch objects 
on display. U something is 
broken it will be repaired right 
before the public." 

Science Inc. has no members 
but a board of directors who are 
as follows: Mrs. John R . 
Calverley - Chairperson, Mr. D. 
B. Whittington - V-Chairperson, 
Dr. John Hubisz-Secretary, Dr. 
Michael M. Warren· Treasurer, 
Dr. Joseph W. Angelovic, Mr. 
Roland L. Bassett, Dr. F. 
Hermann Rudenberg, Capt. 
Robert Ewing, Mrs. E. B. 
Vogelpohl, Mr. Robert 
Holcomb, Dr. Stewart Wolf, 
Capt. Samuel R. Early, USCG 

- (Re .1, Dr:-?hHllP Ray~. 
Mrs. Jan Coggeshall, Mrs. 
Glendon Johnson, Mr. Latane 
Temple, Mr. E. A. Johnson, Mr. 
Frank Vollert, Dr. Noel McCoy, 
Mr. H. L. Kempner, Dr. Jim 
Mccloy. 

The purpose of Science Inc. as 
it reads in their consititution is 
"to increase the public un
derstanding and enjoyment of 
science by operating in
stitutions and programs of 
learning, museums or museum 
schools, public academies of 
facilities designed to promote 
eeducational development of 
the public in the general field of 
science ... " Science Inc., a non
profit organization with tax 
exempt status pending, is ac
tually seeking local funds, 

Who's Who 
• nominees 

at COM 
MARY DANACZKO 

College of the Mainland 
Twelve College of the 

Mainland students have been 
nominated and approved to be 
llsted in the new edition of 
Who's Who Among Students in 
American Junior Colleges. 

The following students have 
achieved the distinction: Lochie 
Fowler, Jeffrey Kaiser, David 
Kautz, Joan Lackey, John 
McClain, Karen Pevoto, 
Marilyn Proctor, Beverly 
Pruitt, Tony Rodriquez, Noe 
Sanchez , Carol Smith, and 
.Harrison Wilson 

rather than governmental 
funds, to get Science Inc. going. 
They want to build ex
periements, demonstrations, 
models, or displays of any type 
to be set up in bank lobbys, 
schools, grocery and depart
ment stores. " These 
demonstrations will be such 
that the puqlic will be invited to 
participate int he demon
strations," says Dr. Hubisz. 
Science Inc. is currently co
SPonsoring a lecture series on 
scientific topics for the public at 
the Burns Shriners Institute 
Auditorium. They are also co
sponsoring a lecture-film series 
at the Rosenburg library which 
will last approximately six 
weeks. They have plans to set 
up experimental learning 
sessions this summer for ap
proximately sixty eligible 
children rangeing in ages of 7 to 
9-year-old group and a 9 to 13 
year-old group . Just a few of 
the things that they have 
planned for the children to learn 
about are the weather, solar 
energy , se1nmg, windmill 
energy. They plan fishing trips, 
canoe trips, camp outs, trips to 
the industries and more. The 
children will also be working in 
the labs at COM, Moody College 

~ t Cr.ockett. M..c,SJ. 
Geophysics lab, M.B.I., 
Galveston College, and various 
other places. 

The Science Inc. board of 
directors are inviting the public 
to make contributions to this 
organization. "Your help to 
advance science in Galveston 
County will benefit us all not 
only culturally but 
economically. A well-defined 
and coordinated science 
program will attract others to 
our area,'' says the board of 
directors. Anyone who would 
like to make a contribution 
should make checks payable to 
Science Inc. and send to: 
Michael M. Warren, M.D. 21 
Cedar Lawn North - Galveston, 
Texas 77590. 

1CARNIVAL 

.,,,, ... , 
I?) 1976 by NEA. Inc , TM Reg US Pal Ott 

Summer I, Summer II and Fall, 
1976, will be held during the 
following dates: April 21-23 and 
April 26-30. Current and Re
Entering Students will be 
eligible for early registration. 

Trinity University has an
nounced a new honor 
scholorship program for 
Transfer Students. These 
scholarships are ranging from 
$300-$750 based on thenumber of 
semester hours transferred and 
your GPA. The number of 
scholarships is unlimited. 

For more information contact 
Bob Smith's office in College 
Center of phone Extension 410. 

PRESIDENT PERSONAL
ITY DISCUSSIONS will be held 
each Monday at 4 p.m. in the 
Student Center in Room 120. 

THE STUDENT GOVERN• 
MENT meeta every Wecl1lesday 
in Room 221 of the Student 
Center at 1: 00 •·• 

A career education- bulletin 
board is being posted in the 
College Center; although for the 
present time the glass windows 
of Room 20 is being utilized. The 
bulletin board will have in
formation concerning college 
transfer (dates to have ap
plications, housing information, 
etc., in), job trend information, 
etc. 

by Dick Turner 

·, 

, "You're deliberately going out for baseball knowing you have 
to be in by 10 o'clock ... even on weekends?"" 

How's Your 

Love Life? 
By CAROL'l!illlTB 

New Editor 
Thia month spoWghts ARIES (Mar.'. 21-April 20). Aries you 

are a leader in your own right. You are romantic and ad
venturess which makes for a very interesting life. You lov, 
people as a whole, and people flock arouqd you and fill your life 
with the pleasant contacta of friendship. 

.ARIES (Mar. Zl-AprD ZQ) 
This could be your lucky month as far as your love life is 

concerned Aries. This being your ti.rthday month you're sure to 
be as dynamic as ever in the romantic field. H you're in the 
matrimonial mood now's the time to take a stance. Your lucky 
number for April is (5). 
TAURUS (April Zl-May Zl) 

Your month should go harmonloualy in the romantic field. 
You should have plenty of worthwhile opPortunlUes for love or 
marriage prospects. If you have a relationship already in 
existence this is a favorable time for understanding your mates 
desires and motives. Yourluckynumberfor April is (2). 
GEMINI (May Z2.June Zl) 

April could see many Geminis' altar-bound if you are 
marriage minded. All aspects are favorable for bringing you 
together with the right partner. You should be having some 
serious and meaningful relationships in your love life now. Your 
lucky number for April ls (9). 
CANCER (June 2Z-July Z3) 

This month aspects are slgnlftcant for new meetings. 
However, it may be wise to avoid any impulsive commitment to 
a new relationship. Perhaps it would be better to enjoy 
lighthearted romance at this time. Your lucky number for April 
is (3). 
LEO (July U-Aug. Z3) 

Use your common sense this month Leo. Tone down lm· 
pulses toward overindependence and-or emotional ex
travagance, as either could backfire. This month could be very 
rewarding. Many of you may find a lifetime dream come to 
reality. hJw• brek;r number for April is (6). 
VIRGO (Aug. U.Sept. ZS) 

'Ibis month highlights romance in your job environment. 
Favorable aspects could bring an unexpected encounter. There 
could be some misunderstandings which can be ironed out with 
no problem. 'Ibe road ahead appears to be paved with romantic 
joys. Your lucky number for April is (1). 
LIBRA (Sept. U-Oct. Z3) 

This month promises to be a good month in your love life. 
However, don't believe all that you hear in the way of romantic 
promises. H you have a good relationship going, then don't 
endanger it by pursueing a glamourous, but unreliable new 
attraction. Your lucky number for April ls (7). 
SCORPIO (Oct. Z'9Nov. 2Z) 

Are you ready for marriage Scorpio? For April develop
ments in that direction are likely. If you are not marriage 
minded at this time you should have many social and romantic 
pleasures this month. There may he a time when a misun
derstanding could uPSet your plans, but the alterations of plans 
could be even more enjoyable. Your lucky number for April is 
(8). 
SAGITl'ARIUS (Nov, ZS.Dee. %1> 

This month indicates new conditions in your love life which 
would stem from a relationship already in existence. You may 
find yourself at the altar-although you are reluctant to make 
total commitment-this could be the love of your life. Your 
lucky number for April is (4). 
CAPTRICORN (Dec, ZZ..Jan zt) 

You have favorable aspects in the romance department this 
month. You are likely to attract many admirers. However, 
aspects warns you not to endanger a partnership by superftclal 
flirtation. You have to many good things coming up in your love 
life to jepordl.ze a sound relationship now. Your lucky number 
for April is (8). 
AQUARIUS (Jan. Zl-Feb. 11) 

You should come in contact with a dynamic new attraction 
this month. However, aspects accentuates the unpredictability 
and instability of a relationship. Thus, don't become too in
volved at this time. If you have been harboring sentimental, but 
unrealistic, memories about a former romance. ms or her 
reappearance might bring you back to reality. Your lucky 
number for April is (5). 
PISCES (Feb. ZO-Mar. ZQ) 

Fortunate aspects from last month are still working in your 
favor Pisces. There could be some trifle disagreement between 
you and your partner. However, if you both avoid getting too 
emotional over the issue, it can be worked out through com
munication. Otherwise it should be a happy month for you. Your 
lucky number for April ls (3). · 
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~liege of the Mainland winners in the recent Office Education Association State Leader
ship Conference are, left to right: front row-Medena Smith Thomas Schinneatha Griffin 
Marilyn French, Cheryl Devona. Back row-Sandy Compian, N~cy Ricicar, Wynett~ 
Foster, Sandra Hengst. 

Blood sought for Robert Smith 
COM will sponsor a special 

blood drive for four-year-old 
Robert Brian Smith of Hen
derson, Texas, a terminal 
cancer patient presently at 
Texas Childrens Hospital in 
Houston, Monday, April 26, 
from 9:00 a .m . to 3:00 p.m. in 
the College Center. 

Robert's medical costs during 
the past few years have been 

By LOCHIE FOWLER 
Comet Staff 

staggering to his family,' due to 
excessive and frequent hem
morh ages which result in 
emergency trips to Houston for 
blood transfusions. 

Donating is easy and take 
approximately 20 to 30 minutes. 
Donors must be 18 through 65, 
weigh at least 110 pounds and 
must not have ever had viral 
hepatitis, jaundice, syphillis, or 

internal cancer requiring 
surgery. A staff of well-trained 
technicans will be on hand April 
26 to screen donors before ac
ceptance. 

Donors may choose to donate 
their blood to Robert Brian 
Smith, or designate it for 
themselves or members of their 
family . 

Credit by examination 

Roy Walker, Chief Examiner 
of the Testing Center, recently 
announced an expansion of the 
Credit by Examination 
Program. The program's 
designed to enable students to 
achieve academic goals more 
rapidly. 

According to Walker, "Credit 
by Examination is intended to 
provide opportunities for 
students who can demonstrate 
learning, either formal or in
formal, the move ahead in their 
academic pursuits. These 
stude~t!I can save Ume, · &: 
money, as w~ll aa a-voiding the 

By GIDGET CAMPBELL 
Comet Staff 

frustration of marking time in 
courses for which they have 
already acquired sufficient 
skills for credit.' 

College of the Mainland 
currently offers 68 courses in 
which credit may be obtained 
by examination. A student may 
earn up to 24 hours of credit 
with a limit of S courses within 
any one division. Credit is 
recorded as "CR" with no grade 
points atta!=hed, and only for
mer and current COM students 
are eligible. A transcript will 
not ~ created solely for this 
purpose ... 

Walker feels that COM is a 
leader in the field oi Credit by 
Examination, and observes, 
" I've been delighted with the 
growth of the Credit by 
Examination program, and 
especially in our role in 
developing our program wb~n 
many other institutions were 
saying it would never be ac
cepted." 

The COM Testing Centers 
responsible for administrating 
most Credit by Examination 
tests, and also administers 
CLEP Subject and General 
Examinations that are -sent to 
other schools for credit. 

COMistopsl 
By LOCHIE FOWLER 

Comet Staff 
Of twelve community colleges proves that the taxpayers can 

participating in a three-year see that the results of their tax 
study, COM is doing a better job dollars in education are netting 
motivating students to achieve in terms of output, or in the 
their goals according to Dr. students' intelligent choices 
Oscar Mink, professor at the regarding their lives. 
University of Texas, who In response to the question: 
presented bis findings at the "What are the factors that have 
COM Board Meeting, produced the gratifying study 
- Dr. Mink emphasized that at results," Dr. Mink answered 
each of the colleges par- that it was a matter of creating 
ticipating in the study, the study an environment in which board 
involved those students members, administrators, 
classified as having the highest faculty and staff members are 
risk of success. Some of the committed to the notion that 
areas explored included mental community colleges exist to 
health, thinking capabilities, faciliate learning. 
work adjustment, problem- " In terms of quality of ' 1-

solving ability, absence of struction, quality of coun' f li .; 
delinquency, and, the most and a general 'caring' cli · ·· 
important area of all these: the College of the Mainland 
:ibility of the individuals to take best I can find in my t ~-

1 
• • 

charge of their Uves. There's no other Board ,h a I 
It was found that the study can say that to," he concluded. 

Harrison J. Wilson, an art student at College of the Mainland, is 
shown with one of his paintings selected for the annual exhibit of 
the Galveston Art League, to be held at the Rosenberg Library, 
Galveston, through April 30. The painting, "Caught Up ln the 
Blues", was one of 60 chosen from a group of 300 paintings 
submitted. 
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Ms. O'Halr, Dr. Taylor, and Dr. Bubisz in a discussion prior to 
the American Issues Forum. 

By CAROL SMITH 
News Editor 

The four month old battle between the issues of Madalyn 
MlD'ray O'Hairs' right to speak on the issues of the "separation 
of church and state" and csome community members 
protesting against Ms. O'Hairs' appearance at College of the 
Mainland ended last Monday evening when Madalyn O'Hair did 
appear at COM before an auditorium filled to standing room 
only and a crowd of people outside the auditorium watching the 
forum on closed circuit television. 

While policemen and plain closeman stood at the doors in 
and around the auditorium there were no appearant protestors 
present at the scene. 

'!he issues remained strictly to the separation of chlD'ch and 
state rather than to any particular religion or anti-religion. In 
Ms. O'Hairs' talk, which lasted approximately fourty•five 
minutes, she pointed out many ways in which the churches ~ere 
abuselng the rights given to them by the states. One such right 
as the tax exemption law for churches. O'Hair stated, "Tax 
exemptions are granted to the churches, their cemeteries, the 
parking lot, parsonages, buildings, land and to their business." 
According to Ms. O'Hair, the churches own stock in large cor• 
porations such as Shell Oil, General Electric, General Motors, 
IBM, DuPont, and the Ford Co. to name a few. O'Hair said that, 
"more money was given to the churches by federal, state and 
local governments than is budgeted for the Pentagon." O'Hair 
quoted the IRS as saying that the wealth of the churches would 
double every twenty years if they were never given another 
penny. 

All other members of the panel. Rev. Allan C. Anderson of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Texas City; Rev. John L. 
Hubisz, of the Queen of Peace Church of LaMarque; Rev. 
Monsignor Frank A. Lagana, of Queen of Peace La Marque and 
Rabbi Samuel M. Stahl of Temple B'nai Israel, Galveston, 
agreed with Ms. O'Hair that the separation of church and state 
was the principle of the founding fathers and that some reform 
was needed to preserve the principle. No one disagree dwith 
O'Hair that the churches were abuseing the tax exemption laws. 
However several members stated that they did pay taxes on 
their o~ personal properties. Rev. Msgr. Lagana said, "It is 
the right of the individuals and churches to take anything given 
to them by the laws or the constitution." 

After the initial talks Ms. O'Hair was given ten minutes to 
rebuttal which she did not use but said that "if one wished to to 
invest in tocks, bonds, or property and that if everyone was 
suppose to pay taxes on investments in stocks, bonds, or 
peroperties then everyone should be notified fof these taxes to be 
paid and face the peril of paying these taxes." 

The three hour long forum ended with Bob Handy ex
pressing his gratitude for those who came to the forum and the 
participation in the question and answer session. 

- -- - -&. 

'COM I F·orum 
By CAROL SMITH 

News Editor 

I I 
In regards to_ College of 

the Mainland, what would 
you like to see changed or 
added? 

A-I think the parking 
I situation in the evening could be 

!
improved. Otherwise, COM is 
just fine the way it is. 
Kathy Hurst 

A-I've really enjoyed at
tending COM and I feel it is a 

I great help and credit to our 

l
~ommunity. I hope however, 
academic standards will be 
raised in the future, while 
maintaining teacher-student 
relations as they are. 

.. u,rry G.rimes _ 

Dear Editor, 

A-I would like to see the I 
second year of German offered. 

Imogene_ Christian ~-~·--~1 
I , 

A-I would like to request • I 
classroom for the present I 
German class! In general r 
think the curriculum anq 
document method used at COM 
is very successful and en
joyable. 
Gale Frost. 

A-I would like to see thal 
movies brought back, that were 
presented in the student center 
also more activities for the 
students in the student center. 
Plus student participation. 
Billy Thorton 
COM Developmentall 
Psychoiogy Instructor. -. 

It makes me so mad when the administrators decide to 
abolish the athletic teams because nobody attends, when they 
don't even go themselves. I have never seen Dr. Taylor or any 
other administrator at the games. Only a few of our faculty show 
up. I'm not picking on -Dr. Taylor; I'm just trying to make a 
point. Maybe if they would come to a few games, they would see 
how hard the men work, the fun we have watching them, and 
why we are so upset. 

Respectfully, 
Arlis St. Arna 

Editor's Note: Perhaps you shouJd also ask the question 
"Why doesn't the student body show up at these sports events." 
Rhetorical, maybe, but it ls something to think about. 

Letter to Campus Cops 
Dear Editor: 

I would like to address this to 
all the little copies who are 
running around the COM 
parking lot. 

Please do not put a ticket on a 

navy blue '65 Val.iant, as my file 
ca binent for parking tickets is 
currently filled to capacity. 

Sincerely, 
'''t'ickcted Off" Theresa 

·SSSSnakes 
By BRIAN SMITH 

Comet Staff 
"Know your snakes and know 

what you can do with them, 
most people are bitten because 
they don't know what their 
doing" says Steve Burns, owner 
of the Gulf Coast Reptile Park 
on wheels. 

Burns and his wife, Susan, 
have been opening their show to 
many of the surrounding 
schools in this area. They hope 
lo educate people about snakes 
and answer any questions 
regarding reptiles. Burns, who 
has been working with snakes 
for 23 years, says he has never 
been bitten by a poisonous 
snake, but could not count the 
times he has been bitten by non
poisonous snakes. While holding 
a 5 foot rattler, Burns said. " I 
don't hassle the snake, I just 
hold him and ke knows it," 
lncidently, Burns caught his 
first ratller at the age of seven. 

The exhibit, which was 
constructed by Burns from a 
burned out trailer, features 
Texas reptiles and includes 
cobras and several other exotic 
reptiles. Susan Burns said "We 
would like to obtain a King 
Cobra, get rid of some of the 
rattlers, and show more exotic 
snakes." 

'J'he largest snake m the show 
is Ricky, a python that stretches 
8½ feet long. Burns said that the 
snake could eventually grow the 
length of the trailer and that 
they would soon have to enlarge 
his cage. ....____ 

Mark Gillontine, one of 
Burns' helpers, said that all of 
their exotic snakes were bought 
and imported except the Black 
Forest Cobra. ft was given to 
them because its owner could 
not longer handle it. ·'We catch 
most of our snakes in this area. 
In 1:-'ebruary, we came across a 
den of snakes near the Tin 
Smeller that housed four rat
tlers which were all about five 
feet long. It really gets your 
adrenilin flowing." revealed 
Gillontine. The Burns' added 
that they had JUSt returned from 
the Freer Rattlesnake Roundup 
and will soon travel to the 
Potete Strawberry Festival and 
Roundup. 

Susan Burns laughingly said 
that many peoI?le are afraid of 
their snakes and get quite upset 
wih their trailer. "If this trailer 
were to wreck, the snakes 
couldn 'l escape unless their 
cages were crushed and if their 
cages were crushed, the snakes 
would probably be crushed." 
replied Susan. While holding 
her five year old daughter's 
three foot boa constrictor, 
Burns said that people should be 
afraid of snakes but they should 
know how to react when they 
come across one. "A snake bites 
because he is threatened or 
wants food and' moi.t bites are 
just accidents," sates Burns. 

l;jjlontine said that feeding 
the snakes sometimes presents 
a problem and that occasionally 
Steve and himself will have to 
force feed the snakes until they 
gel used for their new 
surroundings. Burns added that 
the larger snakes can go several 
months without food. 



Mrs. David H. Glenn presents a check on behalf of the Woman's 
Auxiliary of the Galveston County Medical Society to Dr. Fred 
A. Taylor, President of Cbllege of the Mainland. 

Poetry 

To 
Mrs. Brown 

J.<,or giving this gift 
in your own special way 

I've written this poem 
lo thank you today. 

J.<,or without the wisdom 
you willingly bring 

My mind would be 
a wondering thing. 

The sharing of knowledge 
is a wonderful thing 

It is as refreshing as flowers 
as flowers in spring. 

Without it we're lost 
there is nothing to gain 

Like seeds on a rock 
deprived of the rain 

March 1976 
Roger Deweese 

A Day in the Lite of a COM Student 

"This story of a day in the life 
of an over worked COM student 
is sorta-kinda semi-true. Only 
the places and names have been 
changed to protect the in
nocent." 

lt was in January when the 
final touches was put on my new 
home. Through months of 
planning and actual con
struction the moment had 
finally come when, with great 
ceremony, my wife and I could 
place the "Home Sweet Home" 
plaque, that aunt Gladys had 
given us on our wedding day, 
upon our freshly painted wall. 

We had established our 
homestead for about two 
months, when one of those 
blustry wet northers, that 
Southeast Texas is famous for, 
blew in with winds that would 
make any New England 
Fisherman homesick, and 
leaving behind it three inches of 
fresh March rain, most of it in 
my back yard. 

I surveyed the situation and 
decided that, to make sure I 
didn't end up with my own 
private lake, I would need about 
three truck loads of Galveston 
County fill sand, which I had 
read on a billboard, was the best 
in the state. 

l thumbed through the Yellow 
Pages until I found a likely 
number under ''Sandpits". The 
phone rang for what seemed an 
unusually long time before it 
was answered with, "Kildee 
Sand Co. If the weathers got'cha 
down we'll raise your stan
dard." I said "I beg your 
pardon?" and the man on the 
other end, who sounded like a 
cross between Gomer Pyle and 
Gravel Gertie said "Kildee 
Sand Co. what can I do for you 
good buddy?" I explained my 

By JERRY GUYTON 
Comet Staff 

situation and told him that I 
would need approximately 
three truckloads of fill. Then, as 
if the situation wasn't bad 
enough, he asked, "Yes sir, 
would that be sand, gravel sand, 
shell, shells and, Gumbo, or top 
soil?" I told him I would be 
right down to the sand pit to talk 
to him. 

After an hour of searching I 
finally found what looked to be a 
small shanty town. There were 
several run down tin sheads, 
and a cavernous hole in the 
ground, with a dragline sitting 
in the middle of it. I was looking 
around for sign of life, when 
a man came walking out from 
behind one of the sheds, looking 
like a character out of "The 
Grapes of Wrath". I yelled to 
him "Who do you see around 
here to get some fill sand." 
Without a word he pointed to a 
tin barn-like structure painted 
green with a large sign 
scrawled on the roof, "Kildee 
Sand Co. Weather Got-cha 
Down We'll Raise Your Stan
dard". I knew I had to have the 
place. 

Upon entering the main office 
I was greeted by the sight of a 
man that must have stood six 
foot five, if he was an inch. He 
was wearing engineers 
coveralls, a teeshirt with a 
straw cowboy hat sitting on his 
sandy blonde hair and wearing 
a pair of cowboy boots, that 
reminded me of the genuine 
cow hid, Roy Rogers 
autographed, cowboy boots that 
I got for my ninth birthday. You 
know the kind with red and blue 
flowers and silver capped toe. 

l introduced myself, and was 
half way through making up my 
mind as to what type of 
material I needed, when I was 
interrupted by a scratchy, 

rasping noise and a voice that 
was calling for the "Kildee 
Kid". Elroy, which he had told 
me was his name, walked over 
to a cabinet that housed, what I 
was to find out later, was a C.B. 
radio. Elroy said "You got the 
Kid, come on." The caller 
identified herself as the 
"Yellow 'fhistled Sapsucker" 
and asked the "Kid" when 
would he be home for lunch, 
·with which the "Kid" replied 
"As soon as I feed some sand to 
a turkey I've found, come on." 
Then she was 10-4 and the "Kid" 
was 10-7, and the whole thing 
was over as fast as it had begun. 

Elroy looked at me and said 
"I tell you what I'll do good 
buddy. You buy three truck 
loads of sand and I'll throw in a 
Kildee calender absolutely free 
of charge." I naturally agreed 
to the terms and asked him 
when could I expect delivery. 
He told me "I'll fill the star· 
vation boxes right now and put 
the hammer to the jammer and 
roll 'em on down the big cement 
strip before you can say "Kitten 
Chow, Kitten Chow, Grow 
twelve times." "I beg your 
pardon?" I replied. And sud
denly, from the silence of 
the place, I felt terribly 
inadequate. Sort of like 
speaking before the "Daughters 
of the American Revolution" 
and discovering that your fly is 
open. Elroy then explained 
"This afternoon." 

It's now been three months 
since I had my yard elevation 
raised. and when I'm alone in 
my yard I can still hear, as if 
some voice is calling from 
beyond, "Kildee Sand Co. 
Weather got-cha down, we'll 
raise your standard." 

Ah. Such are the "Rites of 
Spring". 

EARN $190.00 weekly-and up. APPLY: College Center Room 120, May 3rd 

:a.0:30 or 12:30 or 2:30 WEAR-EVER (Cutco)-Division of Alcoa 

.... , 
Instructors Wanted 

BY GIDGET CAMPBELL 
Comet Staff 

Due to expanding programs, Scheduling of the classes is 
the Division of Health, Physical flexible, and most meet once or 
Education, and Recreation at twice a week for six or eight 
College of the Mainland is weeks. 
currently seeking persons in- Some of the activities 
terested in serving part time as presently being taught include 
instructors for Physical men's and women's fitness, all 
education and Recreational levels of swimming, ballroom 
courses. Further information dance, yoga, ballet, racquet-
and applications may be ob- ball, canoeing, belly dancing, 
tained by contacting Dan tennis, and judo. 
Travaille, College of the Travaille said, "There are 
Mainland, 8001 Palmer High- also some new area such as 
way, Texas City, Texas 77590. sailing, scuba diving, and 
Information may also be ob• camping that we'd like to ·ex-
tained by calling 938-1211, ext. plore, providing we can find 
418. · , • •••••••••••••••••• • • • • • 
= Bulletin Board · : 
• • • • 
• • • ·BY PATTAkRAR • 

Co- Managing Editor • • Early Registration for Summer I, Summer II and Fall 1976 
w!ll be hel_d !rom April 26 to 30. Current and re-entering st;dent; 
will be ehg1ble for early registration. 

The next Phi Theta Kappa meeting will be held on May 5, in 
the Learning Resources Center at 12: 30. Phi Theta Kappa 
assembles every other Wednesday. 

The College Bookstore wiil initiate its Buy-Backs policy on 
used books from May 10 thru 28. 

Phi Theta Kappa is sponsoring a Fishing Rodeo to be he!,: : • 
the COM lake on April 27. The time is from eight in the morn 
until sundown. Trophies will be awarded and price of admi~ .. 
is seventy-five cents. · 

Assistantships Open of COM 

BY GIDGET CAMPBELL 
Comet Staff 

Dan Doyle, Director of 
Financial Aids announced that 
College of the Mainland will 
offer Undergraduate 
Assistantships for qualified full
time students. Deadline for 
application is April 15, and 
candidates will be interviewed 
during May, with selections to 
be announced by May 15. In
terested persons are urged to 
call Dan Doyle, Financial Aids 

Office, Administration Building 
College of the Mainland at 

938-1211, ext. 275. 

Students who qualify will 
receive around $1000 for 15 
hours assisting instructors and 
councilors from August 16 to 
May 20, 1977. There are 
currently openings in fields of 
business occupations, 
mathematics, art, library 
services, biology, audio-visual 
services, chemistry and 
physics. 

··································································= 

Students 
Come to the Town Meeting 

And make your voice heard. 

April 27 Student Center Room 120 12:20 

, .............•.................................................... 
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a.re Plla&o b7 Pat Farrar 

Dr. Taylor addresses Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society initiates. 

PTK honors initiates 
By CAROL SMITH 

News Editor 
Phi Theta Kappa had its 

spring initiation ceremony at 7 
p.m. April 6 in the LRC 
Auditorium. Dr. Fred Taylor, 
president of COM and Dr. John 
Hubisz, Sponsor of Phi Theta 
Kappa was present along with 
the officers which include 
Martha Boswell-president, Dan 
Clark•V•president, Shelly 
Freman-secretary, Eileen 
Tepera•lreasurer and Abner 
Freer-historian reporter. 

Those who were initiated 
were as follows: Jack E. Theall, 
Jr., Michael P. Richardson, J. 
W. Moseley, Beverly Pruitt, 

Patti Wulf, Monette Turner, 
Elena Aon Fuente, Sandra 
Louise McGaskey, Betty 
Hathorn, Billie Ruth Isaac, 
Mary Ellen Weberlin, Leslie 
June Pollard, Nicole Magee, 
Goerge R. Raven, Mattie M. 
Kenney, Shelley Freeman, 
Mary Jane Johnson, David W. 
Mongan, Arlis St. Arna, Nolton 
Paul Sensat, Radie Floyd 
Perry, Jr., David Kautz, Jeff 
Kaiser, Steve Adams, Walter 
Kittel, Sandra Hengst, Burnella 
Wilherpoon, Mary Selzer, 
Brenda Joyce Anderson, Carol 
Smith, and Lochie Fowler. 

COM student, Dan Clark going to Physics. 

-
( 

· Staff PHto •1 Pat Farrar 
Paul ShutUeworth, poet-in-residence relaxes in his office. 

.COM In Focus 

Rhonda Madden and Harrison Wilson, art students at College of the Mainland, prepare tnelJ' 
work for the annual Student Art Exhibition, to be held May 3 through 14 in the College Center 
and Administration Building. The exhibit will include a wide range of media and diversity of 
talent, according to Don Thornton, art instructor who noted that the exhibit will showcase 
the very impressive capabilities of COM students. 



, . . 

· Sift .._. • Pat runr 
Managing Editors' son, Chris Farrar studies fiora_in. random 
search for bluebonnets? 

LCR's Jerry Anderson taping O'Hair discussion. Staff Photo by ·Ke'rin ~emp , 

PHeJ 

Help! Staff Photo by )[evla Keap 

April rain washes down campus. lnau t"IIOIO DY CAJIOL 8• n'lf•. 
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Westin Stages 

" ... a time to die" 

Stall PWo 111 Pat Furar 
Behind the scenes with m ake-up people J ean Smith and Becky 
Green. 

By GIDGET CAMPBELL 
Comet Staff 

Performance dates for the 
prize-winning play, "A Time to 
Die" have been set for week
ends beginning April 22 through 
May 15. The historical re• 
enactment of the Battle of the 
Alamo was the winner of the 
COM Bicentennial Playwriting 
contest, and was written by 
Jack Westin. It is par tly on the 
basis of this contest that Westin 
is currently artist-in-residence 
at College of the Mainland. 

Westin is also directing the 
play, a relatively new ~x
perience for him, and he is 
being assisted in bis endeavor 
by several of his co-workers. 
Don Thorton has been busy 
th1;se days designing and con
structing the set for the play, 

and Paul Shuttleworth has 
contributed s-ome original 
poetry. Larry Stanley com
posed music as a theme and 
also the music for a dance 
sequen·ce in the play. Edmond 
Stephenson designed the 
costumes and a logo for the 
work, and Jerr y Anderson will 
Nandie the sound system. 

According to Flo Slaney, 
producer of the play, the 
production "is supported by a 
cast and technical crew of over 
80 Southwest area residents" 
she added, "We ar e going to a 
great deal of effort to either 
borrow or make costumes and 
props that are historically 
accurate to the last detail." 

Cast m emb ers J erry Young and P aul Williamson finish tnuch
ups of props. 

I · Staff P hoto by Pat F• ,...ar __ _. 

Persian Student Finds American 

Women Carefree 

By CAROL SMITH 
News F.ditor 

Farough Ashna, age 29, is 
just one of the many Persian 
students attending College of 
the Mainland. Ashna is from 
Abadan, Iran and has been in 
the United States for about two
years and seven months. He has 
attended Galveston College 
before coming to COM. His 
plans are to maJor in computer 
science at University of 
Houston at Clearlake City. 

When ask how he feels the U. 
S. differs from Iran be said, 
"Studies in math seem to be 
more advanced in Iran than in 
the U.S. The American women 
are more carefree than Iranian 
women. 1 also find American 
women very beautiful." 

Ashna is the oldest of five 
children in his family. Prior to 
coming to the U. S. he worked in 
a bank. He also spent time in the 

Farough Ashna 

military service there. 
Ashna explained, "My main 

goai r ight now is to further my 
education and relUrn to Iran to 
assist the people of my coun
try." He said, ·•1 also enjoy the 

Wiseman oversees production of original film by Barry Midkiff. 

Staff Photo by CAaovs• ITB 

American way of life and 
studying at College of the 
Mainland. Most of my time is 
devoted to my studies al this 
time so I don·, have any hobbies 
to speak of right now." 

8'aff Pllloto by Pat Farrar 

Art Documentary Produced 

Don W1:,c111J11:, mv~,c 
making class has almost 
completed production .of a 
documentary film on the 
College of the Mainland's art 
department. The film highlights 
Don Thornton's work but en
compasses all aspects of the 
department. Thornton acted as 
technical advisor on the art 
content of the film. 

·'' 

By PAT F I\RRAR 
Co-Managing Edit« 

·rhe production crew in
cludes: David Weekley as 
director, Kevin Kemp as 
cinem,1tographer, Tom Wilks as 
editor, and David Cameron as 
writer. 

·rhc class has finished the 
filming of an original feature 
film production written by 
another member of the group, 

Barry Midkiff. Midkiff is the 
producer-director of that film, 
with Pat Farrar as 
cinem atrographer, Kevin 
Kemp as sound person and Tom 
Wilks as assistant director. 

Wiseman·s class utlizes eight 
millimeter cameras and sound 
synchronization equipment in 
their proJects. 



Sports 
Prevost Takes Second 
at. Meet 
During the last weeks of 

March, College of the Mainland 
was represented in in
tercollegiate track and field for 
the fir st time since 1972. A 
squad of four runners and one 
high-jumper was the school's 
delegation to two different 
meets in Brenham and 
Beaumont. The Bl inn Relays 
was a junior college-high school 
affair featuring some of the top 
teams in the state junior college 
division such as Southwest 
Christian College and Ranger 
Jr-. College. Southwest Christian 
won the meet but COM finished 
a surprising 7th out of a a 11 
team field. The flying Comets 
were led by quarter-miler Clem 
Prevost whose 49.6 placed him 
second only to a runner from 
SW Christian. Look for the 
soph. sensation from Texas City 
to do even greater things in the 
May 13th State Meet. COM got 
some additional points from 
half-miler Don Johnson who 
placed fifth. At Beaumont, in 
Lamar's Ty Terrell Relays, 
three other Comets bad out
standing performances. John 

Irving jumped 6 feet 4 inches to 
rank him up with Lynn Byrd as 
contenders for the state jr. 
college high jump crown. 
Freshman Don Woodard, 
coming off a leg injury, ran a 
respectable 220 and shows 
promise for future meets. Soph. 
Doc Kautz ran the mile in 4 
minutes and 40.5 seconds in the 
Beaumont meet but is setting 
his sights on longer distances in 
the future. 

FRANKLY SPEAKING 

Track schedule for 1976: 
March 26 Blinn Relays 
March 31 Ty Terrell 
April 2-3 Texas Relays 
April 14 SJC practice meet 
April 17 Shrimp Festival Runs 
April 25 Santa Fe Heritage 

Run 
May 1 Texas Open 
May 8 Gulf AAU Cham-

pionships 
May 13 State Jr. College Meet 
May 15 Meet of Champions 
Coac h -Advisor: Da n 

Travaille ext. 418 
Captain: Doc Kautz 945-6535 

Comets lose 

to Galveston 

By JERRY GUYTON 
Sports Editor 

The Comets dropped a double 
header to Galveston College, in 
the Gulf Coast Junior College 
lntercollegia te Conference 
baseball race Wednesday. 

Galveston College beat the 
Comets 3-0 in the first game. 
Ronnie Nottebart was t he 
winning pitcher for Galveston. 

The Comets gave up eight 
hits, including four doubles and 
a home run hit with two run
nersson, and lost the second 
game 11-2. 

The game was stopped after 
five innings because of the 
conference's eight run rule. 

Phil Frank 

OH SWELL i A R~ IN:,J)R_t_ 

Practice makes perfect in gymnasucs 

Regional Racquetball 
Tournament Scheduled 

By BRIAN SMITH 
comet Staff 

'!'he Racquetball and Hand• 
ball Club of San Antonio will 
host the U. S. Racquetball 
Southwest Regional Tour· 
nament from April 30 to May 2. 

Any resident of fexias, New 
Mexico, Arizona, Oklahoma, 
Arkansas, Lou isiana, 
Mississippi, Georgia, Florida, 
Alabama, or Tennessee is 
eligible to enter. Each entrant 
will be required to pay an entry 
fee of fifteen dollars for the first 
event entered and ten dollars 
for the second. This fee, which 
includes a sourvenir T-shirt, 
must be in by noon on April 28. 

The first three places in each 
division, including the Con
solation champions, will receive 
awards. The winners of the 
Men's and Women's Open 
Singles will be awarded round 
trip airfare to San Diego for the 
National Championships. · 

There are thirteen categories 
to enter, from beginners to 
masters and from under 18 to 

over 45. 
1'' or further information , 

contact Bill Montague in the 
COM Gym. 

Solomon, Belisle Win 
Tennis Doubles 

By JERRY GUYTON 
Comet Staff 

The good news in sports this They will receive first place 
week is the first place win in the certificates for their win and the 
tennis, womens doubles, congratulations from the 
division of the Alvin Jr. College students from COM. 
"Sports Day" . There was to have been a 

Glenda Solomon and Becky volleyball team entered in the 
Belisle battled their way volleyball section of the "Sports 
through the competition, before Day" But the COM team had to 
downing the team from for feit because not enough 
Brazosport College in the finals, players showed up. 
for the championship. 

page 1 
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An aftemoon with Nadia Helmi Texans contribute 

Nadia Helmi ii ID unuaual 
lady, not only because of her 
strange name, but because she 
was born and raised in Egypt. 
Egypt beint frequently in the 
news, combined with special 
assignments in both humanities 
and journalism classes kindled 
an interest to lean more about 
the cus~ms and people of 
Egypt. 

The door of a spacious home 
in Houston opened, and a petite, 
strikingly pretty woman smiled 
warmly. After brief, only 
slightly strained hellos, we sat 
in her living room, drank cokes, 
and chatted. 

Nadia Helmi is thirtyish, well 
educated, and married to an 
architect. Both she and her 
husband are employed by 
Brown and Root in Houston. 
They were married in 1962 and 
moved to the United States in 
1968. 

When asked about her name, 
• Nadia said, "In Arabic, it 

translates to let me see if I can 
explain-it means something 
fresh-like the early morning 
dew. Most Egyptian names 
tranlate-much like the names 
of your American Indians." 

COMET: How does the 
educational system in Egypt 
differ from that of the United 
States? 

NADIA: I suppose the most 
basic difference is that college 
is free in Egypt. Therefore, one's 
grades must be very high in 
order to be accepted in any of 
the universities. Every year, 
everyone is tested at the same 
time, and the government 
assigns the school you attend. 

"Also, unlike the U.S. foreign 
languages are taught from 
elementary school. The national 
language of Egypt is, of course, 
Arabic, but in elementary 
school they are taught English 
and Fench. In what would be 
considered junior high, they are 
taught secondary English and 
French, then German is usually 
introduced at this time. By the 
time they graduate from high 
school, the students are fluent in 
three languages besides their 
native Arabic!" 

By GIDGET CAMPBELL 
Comet Staff 

Noticing my interest in a 
photograph, Nadia said, 
"That's President Sadat,...he's a 
friend of my father's and visited 
Houston awhile ba ck. That 
photograph was taken at a 
party given by Douglas Mar
shall." 

COMET: While we're on 
the subject of politicians and 
politics, what is your feeling on 
the Egyptian-Russian 
situation?" 

NADIA: I expected the split, 
and feel that it is a good move. 
To become Communist would 
renounce too many things that 
are dear to the Moslem faith. 
Faith in God is something 
within yourself, and it is hard to 
give up something like that. 
Also, Egyptians are too family 
oriented to become Communist. 

COMET: What about drug 
problems? 

NADIA: The drug problem is 
not as severe as in the United 
States. The law is the problems 
here-too many loopholes. In 
Egypt, there is no bail, and the 
pusher cannot be left out to do 
more harm. Some drug dealers 
are hanged, and you <'an get up 
to twenty-five years for 
possession of marijuana. 

"The strong family ties are 
probably another reason the 
drug problem is not as severe." 

COMET: What is family life 
like in modern Egypt? 

NADIA: Usually, the parents 
of a young couple check each 
other out. The girl's parents 
find out whether the boy can 
support her and provide for her 
adequately. Likewise, the boy's 
parents check into the girl's 
reputation and the status of her 
family. . 

"It is important to note here 
that the parents are not 
meedlesome-they help 
because they love their 
children. The final deci.sion does 
lie with the couple involved." 

"Women are not allowed to 
marry until they are 16, at 
least". 

"In Egypt, the man is the 
head of the house because they 
have most of the responsibility. 

Election for 

• President of the Student I 
I 

= I 
I 
I 
I 

Association May 3 

Women do have a voice, and the 
men generally listen because of 
respect for others. Jn the end, 
however, the male is sWJ the 
ruler of the house." 

"In Islam, a man may have 
more than one wife, but only 
conditionally. H the wife is sick 
and cannot fulfill her 'wifely 
duty', or cannot bear children, 
instead of an affair or divorce, 
he takes another wife. He must 
be fair to both wives, and must 
prove that he can support both 
of them. 

COM to serve 
as exam center 

By GIDGET CAMPBELL 
Comet Staff 

College of the Mainland will 
serve as an examination center 
for the 1976 Certified 
Professional Secretary 
Examination. Roy Walker, 
Chief Examiner, Testing 
Center, announced that the 
examinations will be held 
Monday and Tuesday, May 3 
and 4. 

COM is one of more than 200 
centers for the six part exam, 
which will be administered to 
approximately 4,500 secretaries 
in he United States, Puerto 
Rico, and Canada. The six parts 
of the examination include 
Economics and Management, 
Environment Relationships in 
Business, Communications and 
Decision Making, Business and 
Pubfic Policy, Office 
Procedures, and Financial 
Analysis and Mathematics of 
Business. 

Any secretary meeting 
specific educational 
requirements in combination 
with specified years of ex
perience is eligible to take the 
exam, and applications for the 
1977, examination may be ob
tained by writing Inst I lute for 
Certifying Secretaries, 2440 
Pershing Road, Suite g-10, 
Kansas City, Missouri 64108. 

to Cancer Society 

By PAT FARRAil 
!co-Ill aaagbl1 Edl1or 

Dr. Ceri Griffith, president of exams. Other Action Programs 
the Galveston County ACS include ' Stop Smoking 
recently announced that Texans Programs, and Breast Self-
gave the American Cancer Examination demonstrations. 
Society over four and one-half Dr. E. Archer Dillard Jr. is the 
million dollars this past fiscal education chair1J1an ... __ for 
year. GalvestoD.. C-wncy. ·• 

"This money is one way of The Service-Rehabilitation 
showing the emphasis now program seeks to save lives, to 
being placed on cancer control. ease the pains and lighten the 
New action programs are many burdens the disease 
continuously emerging to help places on its victims and their 
save over half the lives we are families. This year, the total 
now losing from cancer." number receiving ACS Service 

According to the 1975 Annual in Texas was 26,687 Texans. For 
Report of the American Cancer example, the "Reach to 
Society, Texas Division, now Recovery" program for 
available to the public, the m aslectomy patients served 
Cancer Society has four main 2,230 women. Other examples; 
program areas: Professional 315 laryngectomees were given 
Education, Public Education, free esophageal speech lessons 
Service-Rehabilitation and and 1,037 ostomy patients were 
Research. visited by ACS volunteers and 

Professional Ed uca lion given instruction on how to cope 
provides up-Lo-date information with their new body functions. 
on cancer diagnosis and Research is a crucial phase of 
treatment to the medical and the ACS activity which 
allied health professions. The enhances the possibility of 
past fiscal year, these finding those answers that will 
programs reached over 81,965 be useful Lo humanity for 
physicians, dentists and nurses. control of cancer. During 1975, 
Also, 16 clinics and 13 con- grants in Teilas included: 30 
ferences were supported by the National and Texas Division 
American Cai:icer Society in fellowships and 31 research 
Texas. grants. The total of these grants 

:Public Education helps save exceeded $1,774,244. "One 
lives by increasing public further fact here", stated the 
awareness and knowledge local president, ••for every 
about cancer, prompting early dollar raised in the State of 
diagnosis and treatment of the Texas, the Cancer Society spent 
disease. This year over 44,000 $1.04. The additional four cents 
programs were presented to an came to Texas from research 
audience of 1,724,337 people. grants made by the national 
Programs included ACS Society." 
educational· films, physicians Griffiths concluded, "I feel 
and lay speakers, also that fighting cancer is a local 
thousands of exhibits and responsibility and a challenge 
millions of educational pam- . ever y concerned ,individual 
phlels. should meet. Every man, 

Over 300,000 Texans par- woman and child in our com-
licipated in one or more of the munily has a stake in the out-
Society's new "Action"· come and each has a respon-
Education Programs. The sibility lo participate in it. The 
programs offer the public an American Cancer Society 
opportunity to take direct action provides the opportunity." 
against cancer through cancer For information about local 
screening such as the pap test, programs, call the Galveston 
~roctoscopic, oral and breast ACS office at 765-9351. 

Jobs offered~ to Honor 
Scholarship 
Program 

Tech-Voe Students 
By PAT FARRAR 

CoManaging Editor 
The McDonnell Douglas 

Company of Clear Lake City is 
sending a representative to The 
College of the Mainland to in
terview students for potential 
jobs. The jobs and their 
descriptions are as follows: 
Mechnical Dr aftsman must 
know, Printed circuit card 
layouts, Electronics packaging, 
Drawings of machined and 
sheet metal parts and Assembly 
drawings. Electrical Draft
sman must know Electrical 
schematics, Logic diagrams, 
~uble drawings, and Printed 

circuit card layouts. Electrical 
'J'echnician must know 
Troubleshooting electronic 
equipment a nd computers, 
Preventive maintenance and 
Electronic fabrication and 
wiring. Mechnical l'echnician 
must know Troubleshooting 
mechanical and hydraulic 
systems, Preventive main
tenance and Mechanical 
assembly and modification. 
Contact Karen Atkinson in the 
College Center for the date and 
lo sign up for interviews. 

Announced 
Trinity University has an-

nounced a new honor 
scholorship program for 
Transfer Students. These 
scholarships are ranging from 
$300-$750 based on thenumber of 
semester hour s transferred and 
your GPA. The number of 
scholarships is unlimited. 

For more information contact 
Bob Smith's office in College 
Center of phone Extension 410. 
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Improvement 
courses set fall '76 

Two mini-~ourses to help 
students increase their reading 
speed and comprehension, as 
well as improve their 
vocabulary, will be offered this 
fall by College of the Mainland's 
Division of Counseling and 
Human Development Studies. 

The five week, concentrated 
courses will focus on single 
skills and will offer ooe unit of 
credit and 16 hours of class 
work. 

"These mini-courses are ideal 
for the student who does not 
need help in all of the skills 
offered in a traditional three
hour course," explained Mrs. 
Janith Stephenson, who will 
teach the courses with Mrs. 
Bonnie Longnion, both of whom 
are highly-trained reading 
specialists. 

Mrs. Longnion pointed out 
that a survey of the students 
was conducted in January to 
determine the specific areas 
they wished to be included in the 
proposed mini-courses. 

Thl' Rate and Flexibility 
course is open to any student 
with a 10th grade or better 
reading level. Tne goals of the 
course are to double the reading 
rate without loss of com-

prehens1on and to acquire 
flexible reading skills for 
varying reading tasks. 

The Vocabulary Im-
provement course is open to 
anyone who feels a need to 
improve his vocabulary . The 
goals are to develop on-going 
techniques for personal 
vocabulary development to 
improve both general and 
specific vocabularies. 

The courses will begin and 
end al five-week intervals 
throughout the fall semester on 
the following schedule; 

Rate and Flexibility, Sept. 1-
Ocl. 1, 11: 00, MTh 

Vocabulary Improvement, 
Oct. 4-Nov. 8, 12: 30, MTh 

Rate and Flexibility, Nov. 15-
Dec. 17, 11:00, MTh 

Rate and Flexibility, Sept. 1-
Ocl. 1, 8: 45, MW 

Vocabulary Improvement, 
Oct. 4-Nov. 8, 8: IA5, MW 

Rate and Flexibility, Nov. 15-
Dec. 17, 8: 45, MW 

Interested persons may 
register for the course on April 
21 through 30, as well as August 
24. 

More detailed information 
may be obtained by calling 938-
12ll, Ext. 264. 

Childbirth classes 
to begin May 31 

There are to be four 
Education for Childbirth 
classes taught at COM this 
summer. The first class will 
begin May 31. Classes will meet 
for six weeks and are open to 
women in the last trimester of 
pregnancy who have the per
mission of their physician. 
Husbands are encouraged to 
attend classes with their wives 
in order lo be prepared of offer 
encouragement and support 
before and during childbirth. 

Class sessions will cover: (1) 
Orientation to physical con• 
dilioning and changinges in the 
body due to pregnancy, (2) 

Anatomy and physiology of 
pregnancy, (3) Labor, (4) 

Delivery, 15> Postpartum, and 
(6) Infant care and feeding. 

Eaching session has an 
exercise period which includes 
training in relaxation, 
breathing Lechniques, and 
physical conditioning for both 
delivery and the post partum 
period. 

Classes will also begin on 
June 3, August 2 and August 4. 
Interested persons may register 
beginning May 10 in the 
Records Office, Administration 
Building. 

Enrollment in each class is 
limited and interested persons 
are urged to enroll as soon as 
possible. Further i11formation 
may be obtained by calling 938· 
1211, Ext. 264. 

"'· The Juventud Familias Unidas a folkloric dance t · .. 
is shown rehearsing its part i~ the Cioco D M rou:e m. the Texas City-La Marque area, 
Mainland on May 2. The group's presentation~ ~~o :shval to be held at College of the 
professional dancer from San Antonio who ~~w li g c _or;_gr~phed by Mrs. Gina Uribe, a 
formed for the San Antonio Symphony. ves m ickrnson. Mrs. Uribe has per-

Crowd enjoys Cinco de Mayo festivities 

Ci1co de Ma)1) crowd 

r'olkloric dancing, vibrant 
music and Mexican food were 
some of the highlights of the 
third annual Cinco de Mayo 
festival, held on the College of 
the Mainland campus on 
Sunday. May 2. 

·rhe celebration was spon· 
sored by College of the 
Mainland and the following 
Mexican-American civic groups 
in the college district: LULAC 
Council No. 255. Familias 
Unidas and C0!\1 Amigos. 

J'eachers' Auditorium. Trinidad 
Garcia, who now resides in 
l'exas l'ity was interviewed by 
Dr '.\1 anuel Urbina , Jnstructor 
>f Latin American History. Dr. 
Urbina ·s Interview contained 
information about Senor 
<:arcia·s experiences as a 
soldier of Pancho Villa. 

'fhe festival was held to bring 
Wgether 1111 segments of the 
com mumty in observance of the 
Mexican-American heritage. 

'J'he learning Resources 
Center served liS the focal point 
of the Festival, with some 
events scattered LO other areas 
of the campus. Folkloric dan
cing by the Chicano children of 
lhe community was offered in 
lhe t,ymnasium, an exhibit of 
art and culture was neld in the 
I.earning Hesources Center and 
, speci:11 video-tape presen
.alion, the personal account by 
1 vetern of the Mexican 
Hevolution, was shown in the 
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Edil:arial Par.a• 
I. 

Dear Editor: 
This month brings us to the end of our spring semester and 

for many of us to the end of our acadamic studies at College of 
the Mainland. 

When I began to futher my education at COM two years ago, 
I had butterflies just thinking of starting back to school. There 
were so many questions running through my mind such as; Will 
I be able to go to school and keep my family in order? Will I be 
able to keep up with the study load? Will the students accept me 
as a student? (after all I had been out of school for some time). 
These are just a few of the questions running through my mind 
as I started out to pursue my new learning adventure. 

Now, here I am with all those questions far behind me, about 
to be granted my AA degree after two beautiful years at COM. I 
also have the confidence to pursue my education further at U of 
Hat CLC. I hope that I find UHCLC as gratifying as COM has 
been for me. Truthfully, if it had not been for my advisor, 
George Thomas, and all of my instructors building the con
fidence that I have in myself now, I don't believe that I could 
have made it this far. 

I feel that some students will think of this as a little too 
sentimental. However, for those of us who "begin life over" it 
really means something to know that there are people who do 
care about our goals. It means something that these people are 
here to help us in every way to obtain those goals. For this 
reason, I will always hold a place in my heart and mind for 
COM, the members of its faculty and staff and my friends of the 
student body. 

Carol Smith. 
·······························--·································· 

Mahaney joins COM police force 

By JERRY GUYTON 
Comet Starr 

Charles C. Mahaney has been 
appointed Chairman of the 
Department of Law En
forcement at COM. He ex
PrP!<S es his views of law en
forcement with a low-key 

.assurance of someone who has 
been on the line. 

He spent six years as a patrol 
officer with the Houston Police 
Department (1959-1965) and 
seven years in the training of 
law enforcement personnel. 

In 1965 to 1967, he served as a 
background investigator and 
instructor with the Houston 
Police Academy, going from 
there to ,Texas A&M Police 
Training Division. In 1969, he 
joined the staff of Southwestern 
State University to design and 
implement a four-year program 
in law enforcement, the second 
in the state at that time. Two 
years later, he moved to the 
Governor's Office as Program 
Coordinator of Police Services 
for all trai'ling educational 
programs in the state. 

Elaborating on his views, 
Mahaney declares that he would 
like to see a great deal of 
communication between law 
en!orcement agencies, the 
citizenry and industry. 

Mahaney is typical of the new 
breed of articulate, well
educated career men in the field 
of law enforcement. He earned 
his B. S. degree in Criminal 
Justice from San Houston State 
University in 1971. He has taken 
12 additional hours in Traffic 
Safety at Texas A&M, and has 
attended numerous seminars in 
Crime Prevention Management 
and other related topics at 
1'exas A&M and South\\ est 
1'exas State University. 

As a native Houstonian, 
Mahaney is glad to have been 
able to make the journey home, 
together with his wife, Geneva 
and his two teen-age children. 
He's looking forward to doing 
some fishing, and to renewing 
old frienships in the area. 

Mahaney looks ahead to 
establishing contact with law 
enforcement people in the 13· 
county area which COM serves. 

"l want to let them know 
about our outstanding 
programs and facilities," he 
declared. "In fact, our Law 
Enforcement Department is 
open to visitors at any time and 
I would be happy to talk with 
anyone about what we have to 
offer here," Mahaney added. 

As Mahaney said, early in the 
interview, it's all a matter . of 
communication. Apparently, he 
practices what he preaches. 

COM graduates 127 May 18 

College of the Mainland will 
graduate 127 students in 
Commencement Exercises to 
be held Tuesday, May 18 in the 
Physical Education Buildin at 
7: 30 p.m. The public is cordially 
invited to attend the College's 
eighth graduation ceremony. 

The program will begin with a 
Blessing of the Occasion by 
Father Jim Olsovsky, Queen of 
Peace Catholic Church in La 
Marque, followed by a medley 
of choral selections by the COM 
Singers. Dr. Fred A. Taylor, 
COM President, will offer the 
official welcome and Charles T. 
Doyle, President of the COM 
Foundation, will introduce the 
platform guests. 

Bill W. Flaniken, Vice 
President of the Board of 
Trustees, will introduce the 
keynote speaker, Dr. Kenneth 
Ashworth, Commission of the 
Coordinating Board, Texas 
College and University System. 

Following the address, Dr. 
Donald F. Mortvedt, Dean of 
Instruction, will certify can
didates for graduation and Dr. 
Taylor will present the 
diplomas to the graduates. 

Dan Doyle, Acting Dean of 
Student and College Services, 
will present the student awards 
and Robert Pryor, President of 
the COM Student Association, 
will name the recipient of a 
newly-established Student 
Association Award. 

L. T. Gordon, President of the 
Citizens Advisory Council, will 
present the H. K. "Griz" Eckert 
Award to the student and 
faculty or staff member who 
best exemplify the ideals of 
"Humanhood through 
Brotherhood." The Rev. Nor
m an E. Diehl, First Baptist 
Church of Dickinson, will offer 
the Benediction. 

1976 Graduates 
The 1976 graduating class is 

composed of 54 students who 
have earned an Associate in 
Arts Degree; 57 who will be 
awarded an Associate in Ap• 
plied Science Degree and 16 who 
have earned a Diploma. 

The graduates are listed 
alphabetically under their 
respective communities, with 
their degrees and fields of 
specialization in sparentheis: 

ALTA LOMA: Devona, 
Cheryl Ann ( AAS-Technical 
Secretary); Ford, David A. 
(AA); French, Marilyn K. 
(AAS+Technical Secretary); 
Henson, Maureen M. (AA>; 
Rotramel, Joe R., Jr. (AAS
Law Enforcement); Smith, 
Jena (Diploma-General 
Secretarial Program); ALVIN: 
Ayers, Zachary L. ( AAS· 

Automotive Technology); 
Raygor, W. E. (AAS-Air Con
ditioning and Refrigeration 
Technology); ARCADIA: 

· Brister, Melissa C. (AA); 
Coutorie, Kathleen V. (AA); 
BEAUMONT: Johnson, Sarah 
R. <Diploma Offset Printing); 
BACLIFF: Bulot, Timothy D. 
(AAS-Drarting and Design 
Technology); Smith, David G. 
(AA); DICKINSON; Elliott, 
Gene D. (AA); Farrar, Gregory 
P. (AA); Frankovich, Rosaland 
(AA); Lankford, Debra K. 
(AA); Miller, Edward E. (AA); 
Musick, James E. <AAS
Electronic Technology); 
Neshyba, Mary C. (AA); 
Piazza, Susan K. (AA); Pondas, 
Mary C. (AAS-Law En
forcement); Smiley, Eileen J. 
(AAS-Nursing); Swift, Clifford 
J. (AA); Thomas, Madena S. 
( AAS-Legal Secretary); 
Thompson, Annette L. (AA); 
Williams, Alsace L. (AA); 
Wilson, Jodie D. (AAS
Computer Science); FRIEND
SWOOD: Frost, Gale S. (AA); 
GALVESTON: Boone, 
Nathaniel ( Diploma-Offset 
Printing); Navalta, Maximino 
<AAS-Nursing); Okhovat, 
Nasser (AA); Connor, Renard 
N. Jr. (AAS-Management 
Program); Dorsey, Dennis M. 
<Diploma-Welding 
Technology); Eaton, Deborah 
L. (AA); Forster, Clifford L., 
Sr. (AA>; Guerra, Mark K. 
( AAS-Legal Secretary); 
Ricicar, Nancy F. (AAS-Legal 
Secretary. 
HOUSTON: Clark, Daniel L. 
(AA); Otti, Dorothy K. (AAS
Nursing); Shoup, Sandra (AA); 
Spears, Edgar R. (AAS· 
Automotive Technology); 
KEMAH: McGuire, Mark V. 
( AAS-Automotive Technology); 
LA MARQUE: Alexander, 
Norma Lee (AAS-Nursing); 
Botting, D(lnqa M. (AAS-Legal 
Secretary); Burns, Patrick B. 
(AA); Compian, Sandy (AAS
Legal Secretary); Feder, Jane 
(Diploma-General Secretarial 
Program); Fonteno, Edith M. 
< Dip)()m a-Offset Printing); 
Fonteno, Rita (AA); Foster, 
Wynetta <AAS-Automotive 
Technology); Gatson, Leah M. 
(AAS-Nursing); Hathorn, Betty 
J. CAA); Henderson, Sandra R. 
(AA); Hughes, Dale G. (AA); 
Johnson, Leslie S. (AA); Karr, 
David M. ((AAS-Electronic 
Technology); Kimble, Laban J. 
< AAS-Drafting and Design 
Technology); Millstid. Karen 
D. (AAS-Nursing); Murphy, 
Ralph E. (AA>; Osborne, Inez 
Sue ( AAS-Legal Secretary; 
Overton, Richard L. ( AAS
Automotive Technology); 
Plasek, Susan G. (AA); Reed, 
Augustine H. <AA); Ruiz, 

Roberty J. (AAS-Mid 
Management); Sharlow, Joan 
R. (AAS-Nursing); Spencer, 
Kenneth W. (AA); Williams, 
David G. (AA); Willis, Mary A. 
(Diploma-Offset Printing); 
LEAGUE CITY: Byrns, Sue V. 
(AA); McClain, John L. II 
(AA); Vickers, F~d R. (AAS
Electronics Technology); 
TEXAS CITY: Abshire, Jimmie 
E. (AA); Arvello, Salvador A., 
Jr. (AAS-Computer Data 
Processing); Benfore, Doris N., 
Jr. (AA); Benson, Beverly W. 
(AAS-Medical Secretary); 
Berend, Donna M. (AA); 
Caldwell, Douglas R., Jr. (AAS
Accounting); Childers, Linda 
K. (AAS-Drafting and Design 
Technology); Connally, Dana 
D. (AA) ; Crawford, C. J. <AAS
Real Estate); Crayton, Joe L. 
(Diploma-Offset Printing): 
Echelberger, Linda L. (AAS
Nursing); Ellis, Rosetta L. AAS· 
Mid Management); Erwin, 
Barbara S. (AA); Ford, Essie 
8. (Diploma-Offset Printing); 
•'uente, Elena A. (Diploma
Offset Printing; Garza, P . Kay 
(AAS+Legal Secretary·; 
Hancock, Jrline R. (AAS· 
Nursing); Harris, Willie (AAS
A u tom oti ve Technology); 
Henderson, Wallace W. (AA); 
Hynson, Eartha G. (AAS
General Business); Issac, Billie 
Ruth <Diploma-Offset Prin
ting); Jackson, John H. (AAS· 
Welding Technology); Jackson, 
Loyce J. (AAS-Nursing); 
Jennings, Shiela R. (AAS-Legal 
Secretary); Jones, Melinda A. 
<AAS-Accounting); Kojis, 
Frances M. (AAS-Legal 
Secretary); Langford, Carolyn 
A. (AAs-Nursing); Lassiter, Jo 
Ann (AA>; Lockhart, Opal J. 
(AAS-Nursing); McGaskey, 
Sandra L. ( Diploma-Offset 
Printing); Mc Hugh, Linda G. 
(AAS-Nursing); McNeel, 
Sharon L. (AA); Medina, 
Robert R. (AAS-Accounting); 
Molls, Robert (AA); Moyers, 
Michael E. (AAS-Automotive 
Technology); Owens, Debra K. 
(AA); Owens, John E. (AA); 
Peacock, Saundra M. (AAS
Legal Secretary); Perry, 
Lucille M. (AA); Primm, 
Parsenia Diploma-Offset 
Printing); Pryor, Robert E. 
(AA); Russo, Stephanie M. 
(AA); Tepera, Eileen A. (AA); 

Urb1111ekl, Anthony P. (AAS· 
Automotive Technology); 
White, Joyce L. (AAS-Medical 
Secretary); Willia, WilUe B. 
Smith, Carol J.' <AA) 
<Diploma-Offset Printing); 
SEABROOK: Kandier, Suzann 
M. (Diploma-Offset Printing; 
Mason, William L. (AAS
Management>; WEBSTER: 
Denman, Sandra G. (Diploma
Clerlcal Secretary). 
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~ Make your summer count. 
1 

Enroll in College of the Mainland's I 

Summer Sessions. 
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(·u-op 245.02 2:30- .l:~ll pm\\ .\rr ("onditioning II .135.! I S:45 7:30 pm \111, 111 l'•nologi, • Jail Oper 1A I ( O•op 245.03 2: 10- 3:50 pin 1, Draftong \lath 1.10.01 '1:.10-10:50 am \I I\IThl I uml of \hthL•matic, complete schedule for 
to-op 245.0-I 2:.10· 1:50 pm II tlectromcs x:00· 9:20 am 11 
(o-op 245.1)5 1\:45-10:05 pm 1, llcld1ng \1.Hh 130.02 11 :00-12:20 rm 111 \\ fhl I und of \hthematit-, I Summer II mar he obtained ( c,-up 245,0(, ~:45-10.05 pm \\ C,raphi~ ,\rh 12:.lO· 1:50pm \Ill 

by contacting the Admissions to-op 245.07 K:45-10:05 1>m I\ I a\\ I nforcemt'nt 11Jlh 130.0.1 2:00· 3:20 pm \1 rn n,1 I un<l of \tJrltemalil'~ 
to .. ,p 241>.0I 2:.10- 3:50 pm II \uto \ll0 (.:h3n1t, 12:JO- I :50 pm I lh 

I Office. R eg istration for <·o-op :46.02 2:30- J:50 pm I\ \tr fmuJuioning lblh l.l l.01 9: 10-10:50 am 11 rn n,r Fund of 1\1:lrhemalic, 
("c, .. op 241>.0) 2:.10- .l:50 pm II Drafting 8:00- 9:20 am 11 

Summer II is set for Ju(r 7. Co-op 246.04 2:.lO- 3:50 pm 1, H~<.:tron10; \Joth 131.02 IJ:00•12:20pm \111\Jhl rund of \131hcmat11."\ 
C"O·dp 246.05 S:-15· 10:05 prn \\ lleltl1ng 12:30· I .SO pm 111\ 

begin 8. (u-up 246.06 8:-15• I 0:05 pm I\ Graphi<: \rh \lath 131.03 2:1>0- J:20 pm \11" 1111 lltnd of \la1hl·m.1m:, L Classes Ju(r 
(u-op 246.07 11:45-10:0S pm 1, l.a,\ l- nforn•mt•nt 12:JO• 1:50pm I lh - _J -

Apply now. Register on May 31. 'Begin classes on 'June 1. 

Fo r further information, p lease call the Ad missions Office. 938-1211 , 
Ext. 264, between the hours of 8:00 am to 8:00 pm on M onday through 
Thursday a nd 8:00 a m to 5:00 pm on Friday. 

I 
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8001 Palmer Highway (FM 1764), Texas City, Texas 938-1211 
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American 
com positions 
performed 

COM ploy's special 

effects draw praise 

By CINDY ROOK 
Comet Staff 

" ... a lime to die" was a 

pie, in the hair cutting scene, I 
would not expected to see a 
white-coated barber who was BY GIDGET CAMPBELL 

Com Pt Staff equipped with a plastic comb 
technical masterpiece. Richard and mirror and a red and white 
Hoag and Jerry Anderson came striped cloth at Alamo. Another Students of Voice and Piano 

recently held a recital of the 
words of American Composers. 

through in the lighting and thing that disturbed me was 
sound design. Both were very when Gregorio Esparza entered 

The students were under the 
direction of Ms. Susan Smelt
zer, pianist, and Ms. Lora 
Allison, voice instructor. Those 
who sang included James 
Curry, Susan Higgins, Richard 
Watts, Jo Anne Miller, Suzanne 
Gardner, and Steven Thorney. 

realistic. My only complaint is and spoke while smacking gum 
that during he second act, the like a cow. I can not begin to 
mixture of cigar smoke and the beHeve that Santa Anna and bis 
smoke from the guns and officers would drink wine from 
connons got to be a bit much. plastic glasses. 

I felt that the 57 actors and The battles were handled well 
actresses did a good job, with and came off looking 
what they had to work with• believable. the play contained 

Pianists who participated in 
the recital were Laura 
Pickering, Philliop Riffe, Susan 
Higgins, April Jacbon, 
Suzanne Gardner, Jo Ann 
Miller, Molly Anderson, Judy 
Kennedy, Karlene Neal, Anne 
Sheppard, Ms. Smeltzer, and 
Lora Allison. 

Outstanding perfor mances 1 some ove scenes that were very 
were given by Chris Rodriguez, effective in showing the two 
Paul Lombard, Marg Otto ('Who different sides. It is an en-
deserves a gold star as the old joy able play if you do not mind a 
woman), Paul Williamson, 1 ittle blood. The two boys get-
Melody Stanford , Don Bass and ting shot in the face disturbed 
Juanita Denson. 

The play was well directed, me. I left with the same feeling I 
had after I had seen " J aws". It 

but there were some things that is not something I would want to 

I - I have I..!, question . For exam_-__ .il§11.Celii.l-lw~ e ____ _ -, 
the home • 

II ~~~~CGomETet~SAtaM{f~EL~n~,.~ .~.~:.~,: que~n Brothers" et al will be happy 
Symptoms of "Klutzism" and content in the Land of 

~ "The Liberty• Brothers" is a include; inability to s moke Rodan. But that's another 
hree piece band from Houston cigarettes without burning hole story ... 

~

which will, by the way, be in carpet, clothes or self, dif- ,- _ 
ntertaining nightly at the ficulty in eating meals without 

Seville Club on Nasa Rd. 1 in spilling liquids or missing 
Webster the fir~ltwo weeks in mouths, and bumping into I E h•b•t 
May.) Not only do the band garbage cans while backing out X I I 

-~ 

1
members work together, but of driveways in broad daylight. 
they lived together for about Other symptoms include 

l
four years, and in the process, general clumsiness (i.e. falling, 
formed a very light family unit, banging shins, putting one's feet 
as well as an original, in one's mouth, and inability to 
refreshing, musical sound. The do anything the easy and logical I 
facts about to be read are true, way). 
and the names have been "Sickness" is harder to come 

l withheld to protect the guilty. down with than "Klulzism," 
Keeping the boys on the road and much harder to truly 

and in good spirits requires the define, because it involves the 
active participation of all mind and sense of humor. 
family members. Being the Consequently, it may be con- 1 
spouse of a musician is not the fused with many other nervous 
easiest avocation in the world, di~orders. psychosps nr 

I but the "Liberty Family" is neuroses. "Sickness" involves 
aided by two characteristic, humor of the Gahan Wilson 

l
namely, "Klutzism" and variety. "The Libery Family" 
"Sickness." has been known to find humor in 

"Klutzism" and "Sickness" three hours of Kathryn Kulm an I 
are two highly contagious social sessions, UHF channel com-
diseases, but true family mercials, really lousy oldl 

I members are infected at birth. movies, and dead animals in the 
1''ew people diebecauseof it, but rni<inlP nf th1> rM<l <Si<'k right? 
it has been known to happen in Well, you get the general idea.) 
extreme cases. lf you cannot see the humor in 

"Klutzism" and "Sickness" hospitals, funerals or mating I 
keep the "Liberty Family" lizards, a "Liberty Family" 
intact because birds of a feather member you are not. 

I i;tick together. "Klutzism" is Only "Sickees" and 

I 
the easier of the two to become "Klutzes can relate to other 
contaminated with, and some "Sickees" and "Klutzes," so 
friends catch it after only a few few people feel comfortable 
parties. An evening of fun with around the Liberty Bunch, but I 
the family is filled with spilled that's ok. As long as there is 
drinks, bowls full of potato m usic, "Klutzis m ," andl 

I salad, and accidentally broken "Sickness," the "Liberty r- - - --

honors 
Thornton 

By BRIAN SMITH 
Comet Staff 

The Student Art Exhibition 
will be on display in the COM 
Student Center through May 16. 

The art students have 
.dedicated the exhibit to Don 
Thornton, artist-in-residence, 
for inspiration, direction and 
environment he has provided. It 
consists of hard and soft 
sculpture, drawings in various 
mediums, and collage. 

Several students in the COM 
exhibit are also showing their 
work in otherloca lions. Harrison 
Wilson will open a one-man 
show in the Ball's Gallery in 
c;;tlveston on May 22. Dianne 
Hannisch is currently showing 
in a three person exhibit in the 
Friendswood Development 
Company Building in Clear 
Lake City. 

The Salt Grass Trail Potter s 
are also holding an exhibit in 
the Administration Building of 
1111•11 ,. , •, work. 

•••••••••••••••••••• 
Prose and Poetry A light in 
Tapestry the Dark 

of 

Love 
ll begins when we are born 
Its softness like a dove 
Its threads are silk and golf 
The tapestry of love 

A corner of it is woven 
By love for parents first 
Brother s, sisters, friends a:id 
kin 
Even when we're at our worst 

Another part comes into place 
When we got off to school 
And get involved with new 
people 
To learn the golden rule 

The fabric grows stronger and 
Its threads more silken still 
When fir st, early love is born 
When it's gone against your will 

Then comes true love and 
happiness 
They almost complete the thing 
The pattern's nearly finished 
then 
Golden threads and gossamer 
wings 

Always a few threads are left 
A few spaces to be filled 
Because through life we have 
love to give 
More friends come to us still 

As we go through all our days 
More spaces will we see 
For the more we love, the more 
we can 
Loving, caring, will save 
Humanity 

I t begins when we are born 
Its softness like a dove 
Its threads are silk and gold 
The tapestry of love 

By Lochie Fowler 

•••••••••• 
Winning play 
continues 

By GIDGET CAMPIS.t:LL 
Comet Staff 

The award-winning play, "A 
Time to Die ... " will run through 
May 15 in College of the 
Mainland's Arena Theatre. The 
original drama, written by COM 
instructor Jack Westin will be 
performed Thursdays, Fridays, 
and Saturdays. Admission is $2 
for adults, $1 for senior citizens, 
COM Foundation Patrons, and 
students, and may be purchased 
at the theatre office from 10 
a.m. to 9 p.m. Reservations are 
available by calling 938-1211. 
ext. 227. 

A part of me will always 
Wait for you 
And wailing, I remember 
And I cry. 

How many days will pass 
Before I can 
Live one full happy day 
Without one thought of you? 

To eternity, lhen-

1 accept I must live each 
And every day 
In monument to your memory 
And ache for you. 

J live because of you 
Oln spite of you 
For you for hope of you 
Hope, hope. 

"Hope" is a word of tense 
emotion 
Hanging suspended 
Offering solace just beyond 
reach 
A light in the dark. ••••••••• 
New courses 

begin 

this summer 

Three cla ..... ~s this summer 
Lave just oeen ar.::!'•1nced at 
College of the Mainland. 

Paul Shuttlewor t h , a 
published poet and writer, will 
teach an eight-week poetry and 
Fiction Workshop at College of 
the Mainland, on Saturdays, 
9: 30 a.m. to Noon, beginning 
June 12. Tuition is $12. 

The non-credit course will 
focus on short stories, poetry 
and novels, with emphasis on 
meeting individual needs. 

Two pottery courses with a 
specialized slant will be offered 
in May for persons with 
previous ceramics experience . 

Pots for Plants, to begin May 
10, is a five-part course 
featuring the design and con
struction ff specific pots for 
specific plants. The class will on 
Monday and Wednesday, 9: 30 
a.m. to noon. Tuition is $10. and 
the cost of materials, $5. · 

A Raku workshop, to begin on 
Tuesday, May 11, will em
phasize the special firing 
techniques in Raku klin. The 
five-session course will meet on 
Tuesday and Thursday, 7 to 
9: p .m. Tuition is $10 and the 
cost of materials, $5. 

Registration is now underway 
-in the Records Office, Ad· 
ministr ation Building, between 
the hours of 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. 
Monday through Thur sd ay; 
8: 00 a.m. and 5 p.m. Friday. 
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COOKBOOK WINNER: Mrs. IAluise Sutton, a participant in College of the Mainland's 
Senior Citizens P rogram, receives a prize for selling the greatest number of cookbooks from 
Mrs. Sadie Poole, Coordinator of the Program. Mrs. Sutton's prize was four tickets to 
COM's current production of " ... a time to die". The Cookbook was compiled by COM's 
Senior Citizens as a fund-raising project. 

COM contest winners 
By MARY V. DANACZKO 

P ublic Information Officer 

Colle~.: of the Mainland's 
delegation to the recent Office 
Education Association State 
Leadership Conference walked 
away with a clean sweep of 
awards, with each of the eight 
students placing in at least one 
co11tesl. 

The COM contest winners at 
the Corpus Christi Conference 
are: Wynette Foster. first place 
in the Data Processing
Program mer II Contest; 
Sandra Hengst, first place in the 
Legal Secretary contest and 
fifth in Job Application; 
Madena Thomas, first place, 
the Job Application; Marilyn 
French, first place in the 
Receptionist; Sandy Compian, 
second place in the Secretary I; 
Schineatha Griffin, second 
place, Extemporaneous Verbal 
Communication and fifth place, 
Secretary II; Nancy Ricicar, 
third place, Office Clerk II; 
Cheryl Devona, fifth place, 
Secretary I. 

"Our students did ex
ceptionally well at the Con
ference and we are indeed 
proud of them," commented 
Carolyn Wiley and Cheryl 
Willis, sponsors of the COM 
Chapter of OEA. 

Ms. Carolyn Wiley, also 
pointed out that the COM in
structors did not "prep" the 
students for their contests. 

will be eligible to compete in the 
national contests. 

In addition to the contest for 
office skills, a "fun" contest 
was held on the Corpus Christi 
beach to determine which group 
could build the most creative 
sand castle. COM won third 
place in the Sand Castle Con
test. 

Celebrating the Bicentennial, 
and May as National Senior 
Citizens Month, the Se.nior 
Adults "Painting For Fun" 
classes of College of the 
Mainland will exhibit their oil 
paintings for three weeks 
beginning May 5th through May 
26th. The exhibit will be the 
College Administration 
Building Reception Area and 
the public is invited to view 
these paintings during regular 
college hours. Instructor for the 
oil classes is Mrs. Willie D. 
Criss. 

BICENTENNI.Alffl 
BRIEF~_fl 

Shuttleworth 

COM's new poet 
By BRIAN SMITH 

Comet Staff 

• 

Paul Shuttleworth, College of "aloof and insecure about their 
the Mainland's new English convictions," he added. 
instructor and poet-in- Shuttleworth writes at least 
residence, finds COM and the two hour s each day and has had 
Gulf coast to be quite a change his poetry published in 75 
from his previous job. magazines. He is currently the 

"I was teaching in British editor-publisher of "Aisling," a 
Columbia and it was winter," he quarterly journal of Irsh and 
revealed. "It was so cold that American poetry. The young 
the tires on my car were almost magazine has been able to 
square. I tried to get the car attract such well-known poets 
started but couldn't. I stomped and writers as Kay Boyle, 
back into the house, pulled off William Dickey, Adrianne 
my boots with my blue stiff Marcus, James Liddy, Colleen 
hands. yanked off the mask on McElroy, and Dave Kelly. He 
my frozPn f11ce 11nd said to my hopes to organize a creative 
wife," Kate, next year, it's writing course in the Academic 
Texas. Program, as well as establish a 

Shuttleworth said that he had campus poetry magazine. 
been receiving the Texas Shuttleworth hopes to emerge 
Writers' Newsletter and came as a major American poet. His 
to realize what a fertile area for educational background will 
young writers Texas had serve him well. He earned a 
become. His classes here he Master's Degree in Creative 
said, are more open and in- Writing and a BA in Speech-
formal than those I taught at the Communication from San 
College of New Caledonia. "I f>'rancisco Slate Univer~ity. He 
find the students here are more studied his craft under such 
mature and receptive to outstanding writer-teachers as 
classroom discussion. The Dickey, Boyle, and Danny 
Canadian students were more Langton. 

"Our students earned their 
awards based on the knowledge, 
skills and attitudes they had 
acquired from their course 
work here at College of the 
Mainland," they observed. 
"Their showing in the State 
Conference is solid evidence of 
the outstanding education they 
receive at COM." 

The OEA group at COM is 
now planning to send seven 
winners to the National Con
ference to be held in Topeka, 
Kansas on May l, where they 

Students displaying their 
work are: Lula Adamson, Ola 
Archer, Helen Bailey, Inex 
Baker, Ruby Berry, Jadie 
Branstetter, Ina Bridge, Fran 
Carr, Madaline Dickey, Grace 
Eades, Maple Freeman, Mary 
Geters, Hazel Gates, Mildred 
Goodwin, Charles Gordy, 
Novella Green, Margaret 
Hager, Selma Hoff, Gladys 
Johnson, Anna Belle Kline, 
Julia Lawrence, Mildred Lewis, 
Eva Mar Loomis, Orpha 
Morgan, Maxine MacDoanld, 
Jackie Morris, Iyone Plummer, 
Sue Preston, Louise Primm, 
Edith Ray, Amy Roberts, Ruth 
Robison, Mildren Sanders, Sue 
Schmitt, Rosa Lee Schofield, 
Margaret Spears, Mary 
Steward, Thelma Tax, Fern 
Todd, Lynette Triplett, Beryl 
Wages, Isabelle Walker, 
Sherman Warner, Katherine 
Walford, Jane While, Blance 
Wells, and Hazel Williams. 

A_ plaque honoring donors to the Georgie Que Ber ry Memorial Fund is 
d1s~layed by, left to right, Mrs. Sadie Poole Coordinator ·of College of the 
Mamland's Senior Citizens Program ; Dr. Fred A. Taylor , P resident of 
COM; and Mr. and Mrs. Jim Carroll, who donated the plaque to the COM 
group to be used as a means of raising funds for a Senior Citizens' Center. 
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; Sports la lk . 
• . . 
trustees cuss and . 
!discuss sports agenda 
. 
• . . . . . By JERRY GUYTON 

Sport• Editor 
On April the 29th, the Board of Trustees of College of The 

Mainland, had a workshop to discuss problems on the upcoming 
agenda. 

One topic which was of interest to me, and several members 
of the baseball, track and women's volleyball teams who were in 
attendance, was a recomendation by Dan Travail to discontinue 
the present intercollegiate sports program and to reform it into 
a club type system. Travail said "In an intercollegiate system 
you have eligability requirements as to grades and number of 
hours that are being attempted." Travail then added "In a club 
type system there would be no eligibility requirements, thus 
opening up the sports teams to wider participation." "The idea 
isn't to do away with athletics but to change the concepts." He 
added. 

Dr. Taylor said "A community college is set up to serve 100 
per cent of the students. Only 28 percent of the students that 
attend COM go to Senior colleges. I feel that we can serve more 
people with less money with this program." 

I then asked Travail "Do you feel that the sports club 
concept is the coming thing for the other community colleges in 
the area such as Galveston, Alvin and Brazosport?" 

He replied "I can't speak for the other schools because I'm 
not familiar with their programs. The situation here is unique, 
in that COM serves several high school districts and Alvin and 
Brazosport serve only one each." 

A member of the baseball team stated that if there was a 
decent scholarship program available, the school would be able 
to build some winning teams and the attendance at sporting 
events would increase. To which Travail replied "A few years 
ago we had a scholarship program and was able to field winning 
teams two years in a row. The first year we won the conference 
and attendance averaged about 75 people a game. The second 
year there were even less." 

The general theme of the workshop was to develop a way to 
offer a recreational program not an athletic program. 

I think the decision has been made. What this new concept 
will mean to the students, as well as the college itseU, will 
remain to be seen. If the college is to be made a YWCA that just 
happens to give college credit in academics, and if the 28 per
cent full time Tuition paying students are going to be put in the 
back seat, just so a bored housewife or flabby businessman can 
play a little basketball, then I think that the system is going to be 
in a lot of trouble. 

I think the students at COM are tired of halfhearted 
programs being offered to them. 

Whatever decision is made, as to the sports program, I hope 
everyone will support it, student and administration alike. 

I believe that it is better to have no program than one that 
does a diservice to the spirit and attitude that is, The College of 
The Mainland. 

Judo Students 
Dominate Tourney 

Students enrolled in College of the Mainland's non-credit 
Judo course walked away with an impressive number of awards 
at a tournament recently held at the Ed White Memorial Center, 
Seabrook. 

Some of the finest Judo players in the Gulf Area came from 
Houston, Galveston, Beaumont, Port Arthur, College Station, 
and Conroe and Baytown to participate in the tournament, 
which was sponsored by the Gull AAU. 

The COM students achieved the following results: 
James Jonte, Men's Open 2nd.; 
Mike Franklin, Men's Open, 3rd; 
John Smith, Men's 154 lb., 3rd; 
John Culpepper, Men's 205 lb. 
Barbara Mikulik, Women's 117 lb., 2nd; 
Patricia Grove, Women's 117 lb., 4th; 
Mary Lou Smith, Women's Open, 2nd; 
Alan Pate, Boy's 12 yr. 
Steve Cano, Boy's 10 yr. 
Only Jonte and Franklin have more than 10 weeks of class 

instruction. This was the first tournament for all of the students. 
Their instructor, Dale E. Moore, stated that he was very im
pressed with their competitive attitudes and the skills they 
displayed a~ainst more experienced Judo players. 

~ 
. Galveston College Co-ed Beach Volleyball consolation Tropny tor spnng 1976 is 

displayed by COM volleyball team winners, shown left to right Jane Baker Ali 
Shahhosseini, Mohamaed Ghoreyski and Rhonna Soderberg (not prese'nt is team me~ber 
~~~nfP!IA) 

.ltN'1illlll'I': 

Members of The College of The Mainland track team who 
participated in the Santa Fe Heritage Festival "Greta Race" 
are from left to right, John Irvin, "Doc" Kautz, Clem Prevost, 
Don Johnson. Johnson won fdrst place in the 2½ mile run. 

Comets lose double header 
By JERRY GUYTON 

Comet Staff 
The Comets dropped a The Comets had numerous 

double header to Alvin Junior scoreing opportunities through 
College, 8-0 and 3-0, in con- out the game, but failed to 
ference play Tuesday. Stewart capitalize on them. 
was the loseing pitcher in the Highlights for the Comets in 
first game. the second game was a triple hit 

The second game was a by Balke in the first inning, and 
scoreless match of fielding and an unassisted double play by 
pitching, with few long balls hit, Magruder in the third inning. 
until Alvin managed to score The losing pitcher was Radie 
one run in the fourth inning then Perry. 
two more in the sixth. 

Montague 
resigns 
The Athletic Office has lost 

the Face of Bill Montague. 
Montague, who has been on the 
COM staff for four years, joined 
the staff in August of '72 as an 
Instructional Athletic Assistant 
and has been an assistant coach 
'or the COM basketball team. 

Montague left April 27, and 
said he would be working for 
New York Life Insurance 
Company. 

Montag,1e received his 
Bachelor's Degree in Athletics 
from Oklahoma State in '71 and 
finished his Masters work 
shortly after coming to the 
college. 
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How's Your 

Love Life? 
By CAROL SMITH 

News Editor 
This month How's Your Love Life spotlights Taurus. 

Taurus, if with your grandeur of thought and plan, you can keep 
your feet on the ground, you will have remarkable material 
success, for you have good shrew business judgement which 
hitched to the high star of your aspirations, will take you far. ' 

ARIES (March 21-April 20) 
Aries, you are ardent and passionate in love this month, but 

not an easy person to be in love with. There are significant 
aspects for a decision you make regarding your basic motives in 
starting or finishing a romance. Your lucky number for May is 
(3). 

TAURUS (April 21-May 21·) 
1 

This month looks pretty lively for you Taurus. You have 
increased magnetism and popularity which should bring you 
much social and romantic attention. Stay close to lighthearted 
romance rather than serious commitments In love. Your lucky 
number for May is (2). 

GEMlNI (May 22-June 21) 
Your impressive personality and flair for people makes you 

quite popular this month. You seem to be keeping your love life 
rather confidential which is not one of your characteristics. You 
may find that there has to be a temporary break in romance due 
to a trip or job involvement. Your lucky number for May is (6). 

CANCER (June 22-July 23) 
This month finds you a magnetic individual Cancer, with a 

tremendous amount of self-confidence. These aspects are 
helpful in attracting new romantic relationships or for the 
progress of an existing relationship. Avoid overemotionalism 
which can be a disadvantage to you. Your lucky number for May 
is (5). 

LEO (July 24• Aug. 23) 
May is a stimulating month for new love attractions Leo. 

You may find new romantic prospects in your job or social area. 
Don'tlet the stress and strain of job or domestic problems affect 
romance adversely. Your lucky number for May is (4). 

VIRGO (Aug. 24•Sept. 23) 
You should not have any trouble attracting a new romance 

or sustaining an existing relationship this month. You may find 
that a long time platonic relationship is turning into a romantic 
adventure. There are exceedingly fine virbrations for romance 
and love. Your lucky number for May is (1). 

LIBRA (Sep. 24-0ct. 23) 
You may find yourself in a stay-at-home mood this month 

Libra. However, you should keep on the social front as romantic 
opportunities are present. If you have an existing relationship 
you may find yourself giving a little extra understanding if 
harmony is to be maintained. Your lucky number for May is (9). 

SCORPIO <Oct. 24•Nov. 22) 
Your creative force is terrific this month Scorpio and 

whether it expresses itself in romantic emotions, career ~r art 
depends on how you utilize the enormous energy and magnetism 
that are yours. Your lucky number for May is (2). 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 
This month should find you attracted to a fascinating 

newcomer in the romantic department for you Sagittarius. You 
will probably be ending a relationship that is a little too 
superficial and replacing it with a dynamic new one. Your lucky 
number for May is (8). 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 23-Jan. 20) 
May should find you marriage minded and very much alter

bowtd. If you have had obstacles to that goal in the past, the way 
should be paved for happy wedlock now. Don't allow well• 
meaning friends to medle in your love-life. Your lucky number 
for May is (7). 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) 
You may find that the channels between you and your love 

partner are not on the same frequency this month. If you value 
this relationship, control your emotions and try to be a little 
undetstanding. Make sure the communication field is wide open 
for talking things over. Your lucky number for May is (3). 

PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) 
A long time relationship could be turning your dreams into 

reality this month Pisces. You should find romance in some 
travel plans you might have. You may be making a decision 
about a friend verses love relationship. Perhaps a friend wants a 
closer relationship with you. You are the controlling factor in 
this relationship. Your lucky number for May is (9). 

•................. , 
i BulletinBoord : 
• • • By GIDGET CAMPBELL 

Comet Staff 
Don't forget about the Leonardo da Vinci exhibit currently 

on. display at the College of the Mainland Art Gallery. Models 
built from scientific and technical drawings and reproductions 
of explanations and sketches are included in the exhibit. The 
IBM collection will be on display until May 18. 

Ms. Anne Bennick, instructor in the Division of Business 
was recently invited to attend a Forms Design and Management 
course at the Shell Oil Company in Houston. The three day 
course dealt with forms analysis design and management. 

Ms. Bennick also attended the Association of Records 
Management and Administrators Seminar in Houston. The all 
d~y wo_rk shop covered use and preparation of computer output 
m1crof1lm, the concepts of records protection and ta>' and other 
reporting agency requirements for record s'ystems. 

Larry Stanley, Chairman of the Division of Humanities 
announce~ that COM is offering music assistantships and 
sch?larsh1ps they are available to both music majors and 000• 

~aJors, ~nd applications, audition schedules, and additional 
mformation maybe obtained by writing or calling Larry 
S~anley, College of the Mainland, 8000 Palmer Highway, Texas 
City, Texas 77590. The number to call is 938-1211, ext. 2145. 

The COMET is published bi
monthly as a laboratory project 
of journalism classes of College 
of the Mainland. 

Editorial offices of the Comet 
are located in room 218 of the 
Student Center. The telephone 
number is 938-1211 extenalon 
323. The opinions expressed in 
the editorial are not necesaatlly 
the opinions of the ataff. 
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A lesson in diplomacy 

'J'oo few people have a clear 
impression of what a State 
Department person is like. I 
have held an impression that 
they were stuffy, impersonal 
bureaucrats until a month ago 
when College of the Mainland 
brought Peter Johnson, Deputy 
Director of the office of Public 
Affairs, Bureau of Latin 
American Affairs, to speak on 
U.S. Lalin American relations. 

l had the pleasure of acting as 
chauffeur and extemporaneous 
Public Relations person for 
COM during Johnson's visit. His 
visit began in a most unusual 
way-we ran out of gas about 
two miles from the airport. Our 
guest graciously ran (literally) 
down the freeway for gasoline 
as Bob Handy, the co-ordinator 
for the Creal Decisions series, 
in which Johnson was par
ticipating, was on crutches 
because of badly sprained 
ankle. As chauffeur, r fell 
totally responsible for the in
cident and, watching a high
levpl State Department 
Hepresentative Jog down those 
rainy Houston streets gave me 
no feeling of self-satisfaction. 

"J'he afternoon went much 
miire smoothly nowever, as we 
toured Ashton Villa in 
(;alveston. Johnson thought it a 
fas,-inaling showcase . rt 
leulured much of the original 
furniture of the residence. After 
the lour lhere was a buffet 
reception in the coach house of 
lhe Villa. 

A radio program at KTRH 
wa~ scheduled for Monday 
morning. The Houston traffic 
delayed our arrival, giving us 
five minutes Lo spare until air 
time Incidentally, I was 
commentlt:u ou 111;- expertise al 
the wheel in view of all those 

"cra1.y· men drivers on the 

By PAT FARRAR 
Co-Managing F:ctitor 

freeway. 
·rhe morning passed rapidly 

Johnson speaking before a 
group of history classes al 
COM . Attention readily picked 
up when two Spanish speaking 
students began conversing with 
him in their native language. l 
am sure a number of students 
wondered at this blue-eyed, 
blond haired diplomat's fluency 
in Spanish; he had been 
assigned to such countries as 
Spain, Brazil, the Dominican 
Republic and Costa Rica during 
his thirteen years with the 
Department, and was required 
lO learn the languages. 

After his 12: 30 "Brown Bag" 
lecture al COM, Johnson had a 
short respite at Bob Handy's 
home before he had to prepare 
for yet another lecture
discussion at a Unitarian 
Church in Houston. 

This lecture went on until 
near-midnight; many of the 
people present had heard 
Peter's discussion on KTR H's 
" "falk of Houston" and were 
hesitant to let him go. The 
reason for this was probably 
that he had a natural ability to 
talk lo instead of speak at the 
itudience. He emphasized that 
he wanted their reactions, and 
their opinions on foreign policy. 
rather than simply delivering 
Kiss111ger·s. The Partama canal 
problem was the predominant 
subject of discussion . 

·ruesday morning saw us 
going to Brazosport for another 
lecture-discussion. Our guest 
commented positivel:v on the 
seemingly endless trail of 
wildflowers along the highways 
and fields . 

We left Brazosport in time to 
arrive in Galveston for a press 
interview-luncheon with Brad 
Messar, Managing Editor for 
the <;alveston Daily News. The 

inter~iew was especially in• 
Leresting for me as J watched 
Johnson give Mr. Messar a good 
deal of background information 
on the Panama Canal issue and 
subsequently read Mr. Messa r's 
article the following day. ft was 
"news in the making" so to 
speak. 

"!'here was Just enough time to 
get to Clear Lake City and 
prepare our diplomat for 
another talk at UH-CLC. This 
lec1ure went much the same as 
the previous ones with the same 
rapid lire answers 10 pertinent 
questions. 

·l'he three-day-three-county 
lour ended with a dinner al one 
uf Clear Lake City's finer 
restaurants. I listened as Bob 
Handy and Johnson reminised 
about some of the places each 
had visited m Europe. The 
latter told of his son recently 
winning the Dominican 
Hepublic Swimming Cham• 
pionship. 

I believe this experience had 
to have been one of the most 
enlightening in my recent 
memory. I feel I gained greater 
insight into the problems of 
other countries but more, it 
gave me the opportunity to 
meet a fine person, Peter 
Johnson . 

A few days after ne gave his 
COM lecture, an item appeared 
in a Mexico City newspaper 
telling of how Peter Johnson 
deputy director of public af~ 
fairs, Bureau of Latin American 
Affairs had spoken before a 
"fexas City-La Marque group 
and indicated that future 
foreign policy would stress 
human rights. It was my 
supreme pleasure to have been 
,1 part of international news in 
the making. 
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BODY FOUND NOT A STUDENT 
by Sherry Mazoch 

Texas City police are still seeking clues 
in the mysterious death of a Houston man, 
James Davis, a motion picture projectionist, 
whose body was found the morning of 
January 24 on the COM campus. 

Davis, 39, was found lying on the east 
sidewalk of the maintenance building. The 
dead man's car, noticed by maintenance per
sonnel, was pushed out of the way prior to 
discovery of the victim's body. 

Pathologists estimated that Davis had 
suffered a skull fracture and been dead 24 
to 36 hours before being found . A follow
up examination revealed that Davis had also 
received a blow to the facial area, indicating 
homicide and robbery as possible motives, 
according to police. 

TCPD Chief Rankan DeWalt was unable 
to determine the exact time and place of 
Davis' assault, but speculated the victim may 
have b_een attacked in a nearby area and, 
dazed by his injury, wandered to the side
walk where his body was later found. DeW alt 
added, "The victim was not a student nor 
affiliated with the college." 

" I feel this incident poses no threat to 
students or faculty and I see no reason for 
undue alarm," he pointed out. "No arrest 
or apprehension concerning the apparent 
homicide has been made. Cooperation by any
one having noticed unusual activity on 
camous bet.ween Thursday. Jimuary 20 and 
Monday, January 24 would be appreciated." 

Asked about the body, COM Security 
Officer Joe Rotramel speculated it had been 
placed on-campus after the homicide took 
place elsewhere. The maintenance personnel 
who found the body reported it to Rotramel, 
who in turn reported the incident to Texas 
City Police. 

Rotramel said that since he 's been at 
COM, there has never been a homicide on the 
campus. 

PARKING TICKETS AT COM 

COM Security Officer Joe Rotramel 
has notified students that they can expect 
parking citations on vehicles illegally parked 
in handicapped parking areas on campus. 

Parking in these areas requires a handi
cap parking permit on the vehicle used, 
Rotramel said. 

"These permits may be obtained in the 
maintenance office during working hours, 
by simply presenting a doctor's certificate 
stating the student's handicap condition, 
why it would be l?,armful to walk long dis
tances, and possible duration of condition," 
he said. 

FIRST InterCOM 
by Marian Stein, Editor 

This is the first issue of InterCOM, 
College of the Mainland's new monthly 
student newspaper. Editorship will change 
with each issue. InterCOM will provide a 
way to make departmental announce
ments and information more accessible to 
the students. Also, InterCOM hopes to 
offer interesting articles about COM, and 
provide new information not previously 
available at COM. To campus visitors, 
InterCOM will represent COM to the best 
of its ability. 

To represent COM, we must have 
student participation and contributions. 
If you have anything to say -- good or bad -
about COM, or are interested in helping, 
send material to or call InterCOM, Journa
lism Department, Humanities Division, 
COM. 
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COM WOMEN STUDENTS REALIZE 
GOALS 

by Sherry Mazoch & Lori Smith 

Almost half COM's women students 
are married and want careers, a recent poll 
has S11uw11, c111t.i Un~ rt::cu, 11 Uu:,y 'J.e in ~.,;hvvl 
is for individual achievement. 

Some of the careers chosen by women 
students were law, psychology, nursing, 
journalism, creative writing, and acting. In 
general, women students also said they 
wanted more information about world 
affairs, educational opportunities, and 
personal awareness. 

While a large percentage of women 
students at COM had only high school 
diplomas, the majority polled said they were 

COM FACULTY WOULD OPPOSE 
DOSSIERS 

b~1 Teri Crook 

In the past few months, Houston City 
Council has received regular visits from a 
group called Citizens Against Pornography 
(CAP), which hopes to rid the city of what 
it terms pornography in films, books, and 
magazines. So far, none of CAP's suggestions 
have developed into law. 

CAP has also suggested establishing 
dossiers on university and college faculty 
members. Since teachers and professors 
mold students ' minds, CAP says, personal 
files on each teacher should be built, and 
submitted to a board which would then 
decide if the applicant was "fit" to teach. 
The teachers would be required to detail 
their credentials, religious, and political 
beliefs. 

A poll was taken at COM to determine 
what our faculty would do if such a system 
was set up. None of the polled faculty 
thought the system should be utilized. How
ever, 30 percent said they would not take any 
action against such a law. The other 70 
percent would join in group action, but not 
begin or lead a group against the law or 
CAP itself. Many said they would not apply 
for a job under such a system. 

Beau Bobbitt, Chairman of the Division 
of Counseling and Human Development 
Studies, felt CAP •was "an organization out 
to destroy First Amendment rights," but 
said the only action he would take would be 
"passive resistance." Others voiced similar 
sentiments. 

They felt more of a responsibility t9 their 

MAINLAND 

NUMBER 1 

Students seek peace and quiet in between 
classes in COM's new Student Center. 

working for a full university degree. 
Women students said that their husbands 

i;er,c~a.Hy iiwpi,<)~d ~i:: retl.mring tc school, 
and gave wives both emotional and financial 
support. Other students, however, said they 
enrolled in school in conflict with their hus
bands, who, as one woman put it, "feel 
jeopardized educationally, emotionally, and 
financially." Some women students said 
their husbands did not want them to study 
further, as it might mean independence from 
home. 

One wife/student reported that her hus
Continued on pg. 2 

families than to a group which might radically 
resist such a system. Some COM teachers 
felt it best to support an anti-CAP group by 
writing letters, signing petitions, and making 
financial contributions. Taking action through 
due process of law was viewed by many as the 
best approach to the problem. 

Twenty percent of those polled felt the 
community also had a responsibility to 
prevent such a system. These teachers also 
said that they didn't believe most people 
felt so threatened by others' opinions, 
whether they agreed with them or not. 

STUDENT GOVERNMENT PRESIDENT 
WHITENER SAYS 

COM StUDENTS APATHETIC 
by Marian Stein 

COM Student Government President Bill 
Whitener, criticizing student apathy in a re
cent interview, cited lack of participation for 
COM's non-existent athlete and activity pro
grams. 

"Last year, COM had a Program Council, 
which had a separate function from the Stu
dent Association," Whitener said. "But we 
just don't have one this year. The administra
tion takes the view that any student organiza
tion should be student initiated. I really don 't 
feel the administration should create a pro-

• gram, then try to find students to show in- · 
terest or come to the function. Bob (Bob 
Smith, Dean of Student Life) has told me in 
the past that the Program Council planned 
dances and activities. He apparently worked 
really hard trying to get things started. After 
he got ev~rything set up, he had to find stu
dents to attend." 

Whitener also said when Town Meet
ings were held last year, very few students 

Continued on pg. 4 



BRENDA BROWN 
by Lori Smith 

"Incorporation of Texas .music into my 
literature courses is important because the 
lyrics are a special kind of poetry," says 
Brenda Brown of the English Department, 
Humanities Division, College of the Mainland. 

In particular, Brown hopes to use some of 
the lyrics and themes of Texas composer 
and singer Willie Nelson, who "has a great 
message to give with is music." 

As head of American Ethnic Literature 
studies at COM, Brown uses contemporary 
expressions of cultural pride in her classes. 
Coming to COM from Louisiana Tech's 
English Department, Brown had little aca
demic specialization in ethnic literature. 
So she spent the first semester with students 
combining interests to create the course as 
a group project. 

"We came up with American Literature 
with an ethnic slant," she says today, "not 
the standard procedure of teaching from 
John Smith to Ernest Hemingway, but teach
ing American Indian, Afro-American, 
Hispanic (Chicano) American, and Anglo
American literature." 

She says students tend to enjoy Ako
American literature most and feels that in 
the future, "American literature is going to 
recognize the great contribu~ions minority 
groups have made." 

Brenda Brown received her bachelor and 
master of arts degrees from University of 
Alabama in Tuscaloosa, where she was also 
a member of the English faculty for two 
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WOMEN - cont. from pg. 1 

band was jealous of the time she spent away 
from him and their children. He also felt 
"left out of this facet of my life," she said. 

Some husbands were apprehensive at 
first, but encouraged their wives later on. 
Acceptance of wives returning to school 
seemed to vary with the educational level 
of the husbands, and higher-educated males 
accepted better educated wives more easily 
than lesser-educated males. 

Children created few problems for women 
returning to school at COM. Some exchanged 

.babysitting duties with others; some had 
parents who helped with children. But women 
students found their own educational involve
ment did affect their children in a positive 
way. 

Women with older children reported that 
they were encouraged by their kids to return 
to school. One woman said her teenage 
children's grades had improved since she 
enrolled in COM . . Another woman student 
said her children, who had previously refused 
to discuss going to college, began to talk with 
her about college and career choices. 

The COM women students polled shared 
a unanimous sense of achievement, 
individualism, and challenge, noting that th~y 
felt an improvement in themselves and in 
their families, once their husbands accepted 
the situation. 

years. She also tutored for Coach Paul W. 
("Bear") Bryant for four years, having as 
her students Joe Namath, Kenny Stabler, 
and LeRoy Jordon. 

From University of Alabama she went to 
Louisiana Tech, and after three years there 
interviewed with COM staffers, accepting a 
position with the new school in 1969. 

"I felt COM gave better opportunities 
and a more modem outlook on education," 
Brown says. Her husband and four children 
felt that the Texas Gulf Coast would be a 
good place for the family. 

"COM is one of the few American schools 
which in both theory and practice puts the 
student first," Brown says . "The school is 
designed for the student." One of the prob
lems she feels needs to be corrected is more 

- em-eh.asis what tuclents wi-ll fac in their 
junior and senior university work while earn
ing four-year degrees. 

Brown also serves as faculty sponsor for 
Phi Theta Kappa honor society, and invites 
students to drop by for more information 
on PTK or ethnic literature at COM. 

~ 
WHEN YOU REACH THE END OF YOUR 
ROPE, TIE A KNOT AND. HANG ON. 
~ 

EDITORIAL 
by Marian Stein, Editor 

In my opinion as a student, there is a 
definite lack of communication at COM. 
Students and visitors often have to depend 
on bulletin boards or classroom announce
ments for information. This is neither an 
accurate system of communications nor a 
suitable one for a school of COM's size. 
Hopefully, a student newspaper can help 
the situation. 

But there's also a lack of communi
cation in personal relationships on campus. 
As editor of the first issue of InterCOM, 
I experienced the problem first-hand. For the 
general interest of the student body, we 
decided to include an interview with the 
student government president in our first 
issue. 

Few people knew his name or where his 
office was located. An instructor gave me his 
name--Bill Whitener--and I called his office 
to leave a message. After a week of no 
response, a COM instructor and I went to 
Whitener's office · and left a message asking 
Whitener to call the instructor. He did return 
this call, and we set a date for the interview, 
which is included in this issue. 

When I asked Whitener why it took him 
so long_ to . respond to my message, he said, 
"Well, I don't know. I come to the office 
every day." 

This lack of response did occur and the 
interview indicated that COM's student 
government lacks relevant programs. Per
haps it's time to begin work on the lack of 
communication and relevancy between 
student government officials and the student 
body they are supposed to serve. 

MARY HATHAWAY 

Women students say they're gaining self
realization and insights by returning to school. 

CALENDAR OF ~VENTS 
by Greg Koester 

r 

1 
~ Feb. 22 

~ /'T"" Katherine Hepburn 1-Music Hall, 
~ - iF'r' $ 
• ✓ Houston, 8 PM, $8.75, 9.75, 

Feb. 25 -
Mar. 6 
Feb. 25 
Feb. 26 
Feb. 27 
Feb. 28 
Mar. 1 
Mar. 2 
Mar. 3 
Mar. 4-5 
Mar. 6 

Feb. 26 
Feb.28 

$10.75, $11.75 . 
Feb. 23 

Houston Livestock Show-Astro 
Hall, Houston 

Rodeo-Astrodome, Houston 
K. C. and the Sunshine Band 
Mac Davis 
Helen Reddy 
Conway Twitty and Loretta Lynn 

"Mel Ttttrs--
Merle Haggard 
Roy Clark 
Osmonds 
Charley Pride - $2.00, $3.00, $4.50 
$5.50 
Queen-Coliseum, Houston, 8 PM 
Led Zepplin-Summit-Houston 
8 PM, $7.50, $8.50, $·9.50 Sold 
Out 

Feb. 23-27 Holiday on Ice-Summit, Houston 
Feb. 23 7:30 
Feb. 24 
Feb. 25 
Feb. 26 
Feb. 27 
Feb. 16-20 

March 3 

7:30 
8:00 
11:00 
2:30 & 7:45 
Desert Song-Theatre under the 
Stars, Music Hall, Houston 
David Allen Coe/B.W. 
Stevens - Moody Civic Center, 
Galveston 8 PM - $6.00 

AMERICAN COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY 
SERVICE BUREAU Director Dr. Robert J. Boileau 
says, "millions of dollars originally set up in Foun
dations to aid students in varied fields of higher 
education goes untouched each year. Qualified 
students do not know of the funds and in many 
cases have never heard of the foundation or foun
dations. Hundreds of foundations have been set 
up at the request of some now deceased well
meaning person or persons with direction that 
among the foundation's purposes is or shall be to 
aid and assist men and women in all fields of higher 
education. 

"It is the bureau's hope to make contact with 
many qualified students and to put many foun
dations on notice that their aid will be requested 
by worthy students and that failure on the part 
of foundations to respond will be reported to the 
internal revenue service and their tax exempt status 
questioned." 

Students interested in information about participat
ing in this program may write: 

AMERICAN COLLEGE AND 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE BUREAU 
Dept. F 
1728 - 5050 Poplar Ave. 
Memphis, TN. 38157 



GRADUATING? 
ASK 

A FRIEND 
ABOUT SHSU 

A greater than average 
number of students enrolled at 
Sam Houston State University 
last fall because of the advice of 
a friend who attends SHSU, a 
teacher or counselor, or one of 
our many ex-students who are 
now business and professional 
leaders in their communities. 

We think they all agree that 
SHSU offers: 

• Tradition (Est. 1879) 

• Qualified faculty (3 out of 
4 hold the doctorate) 

• Friendly campus 

• Comfortable size, 
individual attention 
(10,593 students in fall, 
1976) 

•Modern facilities 
($19.3 million 
construction completed 
in 1976) 

• Strong services program 
Health Center 
Counseling/Guidance 
Financial Aids 
Job Placement 

• Low Tuition 

• Strong overall 
academically, especially 
strong in: 
Agriculture 
Art 

SOUL MUSIC HAS MESSAGE 
by Sharyl Denise Harper 

Soul music has gone through many 
changes since its beginning. From bouncy 
disco ~nes to mellow love songs, soul music 
ha~ally come to a distinct and meaningful 
point. 

Today, soul music is not only produced 
to be enjoyed but also to carry a message 
and make a statement. Artists who write or 
sing message music look to the leaders -
Stevie Wonder, The O'Jays, and Earth, Wind 
and Fire. 

Stevie Wonder is quite simply a musical 
genius. In August of 197 5 Stevie signed a 
contract with Motown to produce a double 
album; he had it on the market before the end 
of 1976. This latest album, Songs in the Key 
of Life, is intriguing for its autobiographical 
tone. Each cut carries a special message re
flecting an actual experience in Wonder's 
life. "Have a Talk With God" underlines 
his religious faith, and states that peace of 
mind comes after talking with God about 
one's problems. 

Reminiscing over his childhood, Wonder 
would like to relive the days as he sings "I 
Wish." Here he remembers himself as a little 
nappy-headed boy who only worried about 
his Christmas gifts (he never got many). 
He sneaks out the back door to hang out 
with hoodlum friends until his mother caught 
him and took him l::iome. These and other 

COM ... where the actions is 

DAY and NIGHT 

childhood dreams, Wonder sings, are some of other things. On the other hand, if you don't 
his most cherished memories. heed the signs that God sends you, says 

One of the people who contributed much EW&F, and allow your mind to be filled 
of Wonder's happiness is his wife Yolanda. with evil thoughts, your soul can be poisoned. 
Wonder is also father of a new daughter, Last but not least in the message line of 
Aisha, and he sings of her in "Isn't She music are The O'Jays. The trio of Walter 
Lovely?" which is probably the most familiar Williams, Eddie Lavert, and William Powell 
cut on this new album. Wonder describes have gone from "Giving The People What 
how beautiful love is and his joy at becoming They Want" down to "Message In Our 
a father. Music." The message this group delivers is 

The music of Earth, Wind, and Fire is love, peace, wisdom, unity and understand-
quite heavy these days. When this nine-mem- ing. Today's problems involve a lack of 
ber group performs, one message they send communication and truth between men and 
to audiences is that dreaming is fine, but one women. Since music is one of the strongest 
must be able to face reality, too. From their means of communication known to man, 
million-seller album, Spirit, this message the message is delivered through the lyrics. 
challenges people to seek the right direction If music can calm the savage beast, surely 
in life, to face life as it is rather than living in it can get a positive response from man. Business Administration 

Communications 
Criminal Justice 
Drama 

fantasies. Such cuts as "Getaway," "Spirit," Message from these artists intend to help us 
--- ---ant0---''c:,'~l'Hh,~ IV-ffi· d,-and · " ugges"G----li-RiH---- l'ealize that through love, faith .and ndei:,, 

Education 
Home Economics 
Humanities 
Library Science 
Life Scie~ces 
Music ' 
Pre-professional 

• Beautiful campus 'and 
surrounding area (Sam 
Houston '.'ilational 
Forest, Lake Livingston, 
Lake Con~o~) 

That's about all we can say in 
one ad. But we hope you'll ask 
a friend about us. We also hope 
you'll call, write, or visit for 
further details. Contact: 

Dean of Admissions 
SAM HOUSTON STATE 

U'.'IIVERSITY 
Huntsville, TX 77340 

IMAGE OF WOMEN SAME IN C&W 
by Sherry Mazoch 

Country music, one expression of 
America's deepest roots, is now international 
in scope. A specific reflection of the social 
and economic milieu in which it developed, 
country music ( or "country and western") 
has emerged from its folk background to 
become big business with fans everywhere. 

Old attitudes, mores, and social responses, 
which originally produced rural musical 
styles, accentuate the passive role of women 
in the lyrics of country music. The clothes, 
hairstyles, and performing styles of country's 
women singers further the image. A country 
female vocalist sings tunes reflecting her 
cultural background and conditioning, often 
emphasizing vulnerability as basic to the 
lifestyle of a hayseed country girl. 

Traditional country music audiences 
express their need to continue this image of 
women by making songs with passive-women 
lyrics popular. "If there's a message to be 
communicated, then you got a good song," 

one must find peace with the inner self and standing we can come together as brothers 
God in order to find peace and happiness in and sisters and live a happy life. 

says one C&W singer, and more often than 
not the message is that of woman as little 
girl. The cultural perspective of women in 
country-western music is generally expressed 
as have them supressed and unequal to their 
men. 

Some of this situation results from 
traditional American music. Bluegrass music, 
usually featuring fiddle, fivestring banjo, 
mandolin, guitar, and string bass, has 
traditionally been a "brother" _or "family" 
music entertainment. If women were involved 
in bluegrass, it was as a coy, demure little 
sister who sang. Southern gentility also 
contributed its perspectives of women, and 
today female country vocalists sing with 
voices of southern "feminity" which rings 
like a wisp of wind through tough mountain 
pines. 

Wholesomeness is a major factor in the 
image of women C&W singers. They often 
say they feel women in their audiences want 
to identify with this image. Perhaps, too, it 
is a mixture of the southern requirements for 
women, and the western idealization of fron
tier ladies in cowboy ballads and songs. 

During the infancy of the C&W industry 
in the late 1890 s, producers and perform'ers 
of the music were, almost totally, male. It 
was extremely difficult for women to enter 
(or alter) the country music sound. Not 
until ' the 1930s did down-home, banjo
pickin' females appear on the country mu.sic 
scene, and even then a certain clothmg and 
hair style was dictated by male expectations. 

So the typical country female vocalist 
appeared, and does today, in long dresses 
with sweet ruffles, hair piled high in curls 
(usually blonde), and sang with a Tennessee 
twang. . 

Loretta Lynn, billed · as "Queen of 
Country Music," wears a very specific C&W 
version of feminine attire during her perfor
mances. Lynn, the legendary coal miner's 
daughter, and a wife and mother, effectively 
choses to look "down qome" to audiences 
comprised of a variety of backgrounds, but 
sharing poverty and male chauvinism. 

Female audience members relate to 

Lynn's lyrics telling the plight of a women 
rejected by her man, sitting home with the 
children, waiting ·for the husband to come 
home from drinking with the boys. Country 
music has innumerable songs written around 
themes of infidelity and home-loyalty. 

From Mother Mabell Carter to Dolly 
Parton, country music has told about what 
goes on in certain American homes. Home is 
a natural part of country music, with the 
woman at its heart and hearth. And it seems 
that C&W music intends to keep women at 
home through its treatment of women in 
lyrics, and its expectations of a particular 
look in its female artists. 

HISTORICAL DRAMA AT GALVESTON 

Jo Young, Manager of Lone Star 
Historical Drama Association, has announced 
the premiere performance of "The Lone 
Star," by Pulitzer Prize winner Paul Green, 
to open June 30 at the new 1800-seat amphi
theatre at Galveston Island State Park. 

The season will run from Jtine 30 through 
September 3 with six evening performances 
a week. Auditions for an exciting variety of 
roles will be held in Houston, Saturday, 
February 19, starting at 1 PM, at High School 
of the Performing and Visual Arts (3517 
Austin Street). 

Many who influenced history in the early 
days of Galveston and Texas including Sam 
Houston, Stephen F. Austin, Gail Borden, 
Santa Anna, Mary Austin Holley, and Andrew 
Jackson, will be portrayed in the new thea
trical work, which is co-produced by UH/CLC 
and the Lone Star Historical Drama Associ
ation, in association with Galveston College. 

Black, Indian, and Spanish-speaking actors 
will be needed for roles. Musicians, dancers, 
and · technicians are also sought. Schedules 
permit the earning of college credit, working 
in a professional setting where lessons of 
classroom can be directly applied. 

COM students may contact Joseph W. 
Young, General Manager, "The Lone Star," 
P.O. Box 1117, Galveston, TX 77553 
(763-4905), for more information. 



OPERA STUDIO 

Houston Grand Opera and University 
of Houston have announced formation of a 
Houston Opera Studio, a joint acitivity of 
the two institutions, which will begin 
activities on September 1, 1977. 

Co-directed by HGO General Director 
David Gockley and American composer 
Carlisle Floyd (M.D. Anderson Professor of 
Music at UH's College of Humanities and 
Fine Arts), the Houston Opera Studio will 
offer no more than twelve young American 
operatic artists a forty-week experience of 
advanced instruction combined with actual 
professional experience. 

Instructors will be drawn from UH 
faculty, HGO staff and visiting guest artists 
of the stature of Beverly Sills, Jon Vickers, 
and Frederica von Stade. Emphasis will be 
placed on refining of such skills as vocal 
technique, acting technique, stage move
ment, and languages. Extensive repertoire 
coaching will conform to an individualized 
developed plan for each young artist . Per
formance opportunities will also exist with 
HGO and its touring ensemble, Texas Opera 
Theater, in both chorus and solo roles. 
Eventually Houston Opera Studio will also 
produce its own performances. 

Artists will be chosen from a series of 
auditions in eight major U.S. cities . In cases 
of equal artistic merit, preference will be 
given to Texas singers. Each artist will receive 
a stipend of $,7500 to cover living expenses 
and incidentals over the 40-week period, and 
all instruction will be on a full scholarship 
basis. COM students may inquire further of 
Houston Opera Studio, Jones Hall, 615 
Louisiana, Houston, TX 77002 . 

SURFING AND SKATEBOARDS 
by David Bible 

Most people will think of snow skiing, 
ice skating, and hockey as the major winter 
sports. Not many people think of surfing 
and skateboarding. But winter is one of the 
best times of the year for surfing in the 
Galveston area. 

Galveston hasn't been the same for surf
ing since construction of the rock groins, 
which built up sandbars. Now waves have to 
drag over the sandbars where they lose their 
volicity and quality when they break. 
Galveston still has good surf, but surfers have 
to wait for it. 

In the Galveston area, surfing is usually 
best in the fall and winter months, when 
warm fronts are backed up by cold fronts. 
The warm fronts cause an onshore wind to 
build up the waves, and the cold fronts cause 
an offshore wind to blow incoming waves 
smooth for better shape. This may last any
where from an hour to a day, depending on 
the surf. To determine when the best surf 

By the time 
we're old enough to 
have children, we've 
been thoroughly sold 
on the idea. 

By our parents, 
our grandparents, 
our friends and 
neighbors, the media, 
everyone. 

It's hard to 
remember we ever 
had a choice in the 
first place. 

But there is a 
choice. Having a 
child is a tremendous 
responsibility and 
an important decision. 
Probably the most 
important decision 
we'll ever make. 

And once it's 
made, it can never 
be undone. 

Just remember .. 
you do have a choice. 

So think about it, 
and do what's right 
for you. 

For more information write: 

National 
Organization 
for 
Non-Parents 
806 Reisterstown Road 
Baltimore, Maryland 21208 

I'd like to know more about N.O.N. 
Please send me your free 
"Am I Parent-Material" package. 

name 

address 

city/state/zip 

will be, watch the weather to know when 
a norther is going to hit . 

Equipment depends on the size and skill 
of the person using the board. The average 
size board is six or seven feet long, nineteen 
to twenty inches wide, about three and one
quarter inches thick. Most people prefer to 
use a shorter, wider board. 

The best surf comes when swells are 
generated by the hurricane out in the Gulf 
of Mexico where swells aren't blocked by any 
land. If the hurricane isn't in the Gulf it 
won't affect the surf very much. 

Galveston is also a good place for skate
boarding, because of the seawall. Skate
boarding is similar to surfing in riding style 
and necessary balance but it is a complete 
sport of its own. Most people ride freestyle or 
try speed riding. In freestyle riding, tricks are 
mastered like handstands, 360s, or high jump• 
ing, with hundreds of other tricks and harder 
variations being invented all the time . 

The most dangerous of all skateboard rid
ing is speed riding. The world record is fifty 
four miles an hour on Shell Hill in California. 
Safety equipment, such as leather gloves, 
elbow and knee pads, and tennis shoes, can 
keep riders from being hurt. 

Over the past few years, skateboarding 
has made a comeback, primarily because of 
the invention of the urethane wheel, which is 
responsible for the new tricks because it has 
special gripping power and versatility. With
out the new urethane wheel, almost all of 
the current tricks would be impossible to do. 

The World Skateboard Association 
donates money for skateboard contests, 
classified riding styles (there may be a skate
boarding contest in the Olympics soon), 
churches, universities and racquetball clubs 
throughout the U.S. 

COM STUDENTS WANT SPORTS 
by Cecilio Olivares 

A recent poll of COM students proved 
that there is active interest in both men and 
women's sports. Here are some comments 
by students chosen at random: 

Tim Yanas: "I think the basketball team 
we have at COM isn't enough sports ." 

Rosemary Ortiz: "My opinion of sports 
at COM is that we really lack a football 
team." 

Ernest Martines: "I didn't know the 
college had any kind of sports. 

Frank Yanas: "I definitely think COM 
should have a lot more sports activities than 
it has now." · 

Mike Richie: "I think it would be far-out 
if COM had a soccer team." 

Jim Ramirez: "I was on the basketball 
team at COM for a while. The coaches did 
try to talk me into joining the baseball 
team. My opinion is that sports at COM 
don't really exist." 

Donna Beall: "I think COM should make 
an effort to develop sports like other colleges 
have done." 

Mike Reed: " I'm riot too informed about 
sports here at the college. But from what I do 
know, there should be more and different 
sports besides basketball. I'd be interested 
in intramural sports." 

Apparently, among the students polled, 
there was unanimous agreement that students 
are interested in having sports at COM. 

GOVERNMENT- cont. from pg. 1 
took part. At the first Town Meeting, he says 
he counted 14 administrators and one stu
dent. The meetings were then moved to the 
College Center to attract more students. At 
the last meeting 22 students attended . 

While speaking on the subject of last 
semester's elections, Whitener commented, 
"Do you know I actually had to look for 
students to run for office?" He explained 
COM 's student government consists of the 
president, four vice-presidents, a secretary 
and a treasurer. Each of the vice-presidents 
work with a COM dean. 

Kevin Bierman works with Dean of in
struction Donald Mortvedt, Michael Meadar 
with Dean of Planning and Development 
George Miller. Dudley Mills works with Dean 
of Student College Services Dr. Fern Rameriz, 
and Michael Koralewski with Dean of Ad
ministrative Services Edward Brown. 

Each college has its own ideas as to what 
a student government should be, according to 
Whitener . But, he said, "We're not an organi
zation that sponsors dances and activities." 
He explained that the student association was 
changed to student government because COM 
no longer has: a house of representatives and a 
senate. 

He said, "No student would contact me 
or any representative unless the student knew 
who the representative should be." But 
Whitener revealed he does not now, nor ever 
has, kept regular office hours. 

• 



COLLEGE OF · THE 

COM STUDENT MEETS 
PRESIDENT OF MEXICO 

VOLUME I 

It still seems like a dream to Lupe Galvan, a 
College of the Mainland student, but she has 40 
life-size posters given to her by Jose Lopez 
Portillo to prove her audience with the new Mex
ican President was r . ..)t a wistful fantasy . 

"We talked for about 15 minutes about a 
wide range of subjects and he was genuinely in
terested in what I had to say," Galvan comment
ed . 

The meeting took place on a vacation in Mex
ico City during the Christmas holidays. She called 

Lupe Galvan, a College of the Mainland student, displays 
one of the posters given to her by Mexican President Jose 
Lopez Portillo during her recent visit to Mexico City. 

FAMILY SERVICES RE-LOCATED TO 
STUDENT CENTER 
by Sherry Mazoch 

"People are reluctant to seek counseling be
cause of the stigma often associated with it," 
stated Family Service counselor Diane Heck. 
"Most people encounter crises that are common 
among everyone; however, some may need out
side assistance to resolve them." 

Family Services, operating at College of the 
Mainland since August of 1973, recently moved 
from the Administration building to the Student 
Center due to the reorganization of offices into 
more appropriate groupings. 

"Services are available to all Galveston county 
citizens, but services have never been denied any
one," said Heck. This family counseling agency 
receives funding from the Galveston Island and 
Mainland Communities United Funds, and is an 
accredited member of Family Service Association 
of America. 

cont. on page 6 
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TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 
the President's office for an appointment explain
ing she recently won the title of Miss Fiestas 
Patrias for the Houston metropolitan area. 

"Of course, they had to check me out but in 
a few days I was invited to meet with the Presi
dent in his office," she explained, adding that she 
brought along her scrap book. 

"He was absolutely charming, making me feel 
completely at ease," Galvan declared. "He wanted 
to know about my college activities and was es
pecially interested in the Cinco de Mayo festival 
held on campus each year." 

Galvan explained that President Portillo is 
very concerned about improving relations be
tween Mexico and the United States. 

"He asked me to help as an unofficial good
will ambassador and has given me the names of 
the Mexican Counsels in the area to contact 
whenever I needed help," she explained. 

There were many other highlights during her 
Mexican vacation. She appeared on four televi
sion stations, one of which was international. In 
addition to being interviewed about her life in the 

cont. on page 4 

STUDENTS GRIPE ABOUT COM 

A recent InterCOM poll indicated most stu
dents felt student government apathy is a major 
problem at COM. 

The majority of students polled expressed 
dissatisfaction with the student government's lack 
of involvement in student affairs, but followed 
with complaints of a wide range of diversity. 

Tommy Mills (Education) - "No activities or 
organized sports. " 

Kathy King (undecided major) - "Vicious 
ducks, and the parking lot is full of holes." 

Linda Vasquez (Education) - "I like the math 
courses being self-paced, but they 're very im
personal. You don't really get to know the 
teachers until you take a test or there's some
thing you don't understand. The teachers 
don't communicate with you. It makes it hard 
to know where you 're going." 

cont. on page 3 

COM SECURITY ADDS POLICE OFFICER 
by Sherry Mazoch, Lori Smith, Marian Stein 

COM's security department is adding a new 
certified police officer to its staff, according to 
Joe Rotramel, Chief Security Officer. 

With the new addition, the security force will 
consist of two full-time campus police officers, 
Rotramel and the new officer. Two part-time se
curity officers, Thomas Rodriquez and Augustus 
Tucker, and four guards, Manuel Centino, Victor 
Luciano, Cesar Palanco and Bobbie Masiey com
plete the staff. The guards patrol the parking lots 
while the police officers patrol the hallways. 

COM's security department was started when 
the college was founded. Rotramel was the first 
certified police officer on campus. "I am the 
police officer for COM just like DeWalt is for 
Texas City," Rotramel stated in a recent inter
view. When the security department was first 
created, it was formed within the maintenance 
department. Two and one-half years ago it be

1 
cont. on page 3 
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FORMER COM STUDENT APPOINTED 
NURSING DIRECTOR 

"Old people need love and understanding as . 
well as nursing," says Opal Lockhart, recently 
appointed Director of Nursing at the Abbe Nurs
ing Home of Texas City. Even though she has 
been in the nursing field for more than 30 years, 
she only recently completed all the requirements 
for the nursing degree in the College of the Main
land Nursing program. 

Lockhart began her career at the well-known 
nursing home as a shift supervisor after receiving 
her Associate Degree in Nursing in December 
from College of the Mainland, and passing the 
state board examinations. She attributes her ap
pointment as Director of Nursing to her experi
ence in the field and to her two and a half years 

\ 
Mrs. Opal Lockhart (right) confers with member of her 
staff. 

of formal nursing studies, which included clinical 
experience at St. Luke's Hospital, Galveston 
County Hospital, doctors' offices, and other med
ical institutions in the area. 

"It wasn't easy to raise a family, take care of 
a sick husband and go to school all at the same 
time," says Lockhart, "and I sometimes found 

cont. on page 4 

STUDENT GOVERNMENT VP MILLS 
RESIGNS AFTER CENSURE MEETING 
by Cheryl Henderson 

"Vice-presidents are puppets in the ~OM 
Student Association, and Bill Whitener's the head 
puppet," said Dudley Mills, ex-Vice-President of 
Student and College Services, explaining why he 
resigned from office March 2. COM SA President 
Whitener, according to Mills, "pulls the strings 
and the VPs do what he wants." 

Mills said his problems with the other COMSA 
officers "started because of a petition I initiated 
to voice student opinions about paying an activity 
fee when there are very few campus activities." 
At the March 2 COMSA meeting, Mills reportedly 
was faced with the decision of resigning or being 
removed from office. In a previous meeting, Mills 
charged, the Executive Council discussed what he 
termed "my good and bad points. I had seven bad 
and two good points, according to them. They 
didn't tell me what those points were." 

According to the Constitution of COMSA, 
Article VI, Section 8, any member of the Execu
tive Council can be removed from office "for 
cause by four affirmative votes of the Executive 
Council." But Mills says he was not informed of 
the "cause" which provoked the Executive Coun-

cont. on page 4: 
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PROFESSIONAL POTTER TO EXHIBIT WORK II II 
Ron Propst, a potter from North Carolina, 1-= II) 11 lr ~o I" II A• IL 

will exhibit his work in a one-man show in Col- L 1-,< J-\' 
lege of the Mainland's Gallery through March 25. ========================================ii 

Propst, whose exhibition is part of the EDITORIAL Editor, lnterCOM: 

COMP ASS - New Directions Artist Subscription 
Series, is a production potter who has made his 
living from pottery since 196 7. 

His work has appeared in the Crafts U.S.A. 
Traveling Show in 1966; Appalachian Corridors in 
Charleston, West Virginia, 1967; and the Mint 
Museum Show in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
1967. He has also had solo exhibitions at the 
American Crafts in Cleveland, Ohio; the Ridge
way Gallery in Oak Ridge, Tennessee; and the 
Piedmont Craft Shop in Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina, 1972; and Storehouse, Inc., in -Atlanta,· 
Houston, and Dallas, 197 4. 

Ron Propst has taught at Vaten School of 
Crafts in Bristol, Virginia, Hickory School in 
Hickory, North Carolina, and Penland School of 
Crafts. He lives in Penland, North Carolina. 

The exhibit is free and open to the general 
public Monday through Thursday, 11:00 am to 
5:00 pm and Friday, 11:00 am to 2:00 pm. 

-

MARCH-APRIL 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

~ii lMarch 15 Dr. Lee Salk, nationally-.,,,."''•••~,§: 00 pm known pediatric psycholo-
, ~ gist, speaks on "The Need 

for More Effective Parent
ing," LRC Teaching Audi
torium. 

March 17 
7:30 pm 

March 19 

Poetry Reading featuring 
Dave Kelly, nationally
known poet, Arena Theatre. 

10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Stage Lighting Workshop, 
to be conducted by Jon 
Duff of the Alley Theatre, 
Arena Theatre. 

April 14-30 
8:00 pm 

Second Floor Front, world 
premiere of an original dra
ma by Aubrey Wisberg, 
Arena Theatre. 

April 15-30 Exhibit of Collotype Prints 
by Kent Kirby, Fine Arts 
Gallery. 

April 15 
7:00 pm 

Lecture/demonstration on 
collotype process as a direct 
printing medium, F-117. 
Reception to follow in Gal
lery. 

April 16 & 17 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Writers' Conference featur
ing Suzanne Morris, author 
of the best-selling novel, 
"Galveston," poet Paul 
Shuttleworth, playwright 
Aubrey Wisberg, children's 
books author Dorothy Van 
W oerkom, poet Charlotte 
Cheatham and poet Dwight 
Fullingim, LRC Teaching 
Auditorium. 
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Lori Smith, Editor 

People enrolling in college fall into two 
categories: those who have decided on a course of 
studies and those who are still undecided. 

Upon entering COM, a new student may be
come very confused about selecting his course of 
studies to meet school requirements. New stu
dents are not appointed an advisor. Upon registra
tion the student is asked to select a major, then 
sent to that department. A student undecided on 
a major is sent to the division for undecided. 
Faculty assists students as much as possible, but 
frequently aren't familiar with many facets of the 
division's various fields of-study.· 

COM has an excellent "Career Decisions" pro
gram of counseling available to the students. Un
fortunately, however, this program is not ex
plained to students, and often the faculty know 
little about this program. "Career Decisions" is a 
very misleading name because it leads students to 
believe the program exists to help them decide on 
a career, to select a choice of studies. While this is 
true, the program could offer much more .. "Ca
reer Decisions" could also assist students who 
have already chosen a major course of studies to 
set up basic course requirements, and choose a 
senior university. 

InterCOM would like to know why "Career 
Decisions" isn't better defined for students. 
Why faculty isn't more knowledgeable about the 
program? Why aren't all students required to go 
to "Career Decisions" for counseling at initial 
registration? COM needs some more specific form 
of counseling. 

COM NEEDS MORE STUDENT/TEACHER 
INTERACTION 
by Cheryl Henderson 

Many peop e believe that one of e advan
tages of going to a junior college rather than to a 

"A super student newspaper!" 

Anne Sherrill 

Editor, InterCOM: 

"I-would like to take this opportunity to commend 
you for the fine publication which appeared on the news
stands this week. I believe this is the kind of publication 
that will help insure the co·ntinuation of an active Journal
ism Program at College of the Mainland. I will look for
ward to your continuing successes." 

Larry Stanley 

Editor, InterCOM: 

" Congratulations to you and the InterCOM Staff' 
The first edition is a very professional effort. The journal
ism class has obviously had benefit of excellent instruc
tion and advice. I look forward to future issues." 

George E. Thomas 

Editor, InterCOM: 

"With regard to the revival of InterCOM, two points 
can be made: first, the approach to the publication, the 
scope of coverage; and the quality of the writing are com
mendable. For your efforts, kudos is merited. Second, no 
one is likely to gainsay the importance of a school news
paper if it transcends the 'gripe sheet' tag ascribed to 
many student newspapers. The revival issue makes that 
transcendence. 

"As you know well, publication of a college news
paper raises several important questions. Do we really 
need a newspaper? Or will we have a publication because 
other colleges have them? Do we publish at great expense 
only because it is practically unthinkable not to do so? 
Does the newspaper serve narrow interests? I have no 
definitive answers to such questions, yet I suggest that 
we need a college newspaper because it enhances com
munication within the college community. 

" Your demanding schedules can make it difficult to 
sustain the quality of Volume 1, Number 1; however, I 
am sure you will expend your best effort. Again, our 
Congratulations." 

Thomas F. Carter, Instructor 
----------7'5ivision of Human itie"'s---~ 

university is the personal attention afforded to . 
each individual. COM is one such junior college. is there than students who take those classes? 
COM has just about everything. It has individual- Closer interaction would give students a 
ized instruction if needed, library that is resource- chance to become more involved at COM, and 
ful, an administration that is cooperative. COM would be an opportunity to eliminate what some 
has students that want to learn and teachers that term "student apathy." It would create a close
are willing to help in any way they can. ness and unity that only pride in being a part of 

There does seem to be, however, a need for something gives. It would improve communica
more student/teacher interaction, activities which tion, thus, improving COM. 
allow students and teachers to communicate on a A discussion with administrators Bob Smith 
level other than that of the classroom. and Fern Rameriz found them both in agreement 

Such activities would give the teachers the that student/teacher interaction would be bene
opportunity to better acquaint themselves with ficiary to COM. The methods employed in the 
student needs. It would give them the chance to past, however, have not proved successful. Smith 
seek answers to questions they have on how they and Rameriz are open to suggestions from stu
could improve their classes. What better resource dents or administrators. 

ACCOUNTING LAB SET UP 
TO ASSIST STUDENTS 

"It's great getting paid and having the reward 
of helping others," according to Lila Camp and 
George Barnett, both recently appointed account
ing lab tutors at College of the Mainland. 

"It's all part of a new experiment in peer 
group -learning," observes instructor. Bob Wen
nagle of the Division of Business. Tutors are selec
ted on the basis of grades and previous experience 
in tutoring. Each tutor is expected to boost stu
dents' confidence by removing obstacles found in 
usual teacher-student relationships. 

WOMEN'S MEETING 

A meeting will be held March 29 at 2 pm in 
SC 120 to determine COM women's problems and 
solutions. 

s ·taff, faculty and student women are invited 
to this informal discussion. 

--------------------------------------~ 
FILM FEST IV AL PO,LL 

0 I do not want a COM Film Festival. 

D I would like COM to have a Film Festival, 
open to the community , on the follow
ing conditions: 

0 On a weeknight 
0 On Friday night 
D On Saturday night 
D On Sunday night 

0 At7pm 
0 At 7:30 pm 
0 At8pm 

The accounting lab, open to both day and 
night students, provides a setting for students to 
seek assistance without a loss in self-esteem. "It's 
much easier for students to ask help from their 
peers without feeling they are revealing a weak-
ness," observed Wennagle. • New American films 

D New Foreign films 
The benefits are mutual, according to the • Old American films 

D With a 50¢ fee 
D With a $1 fee 

student tutors. .1 • Old Foreign films 

"The more we explain accounting concepts to : Please clip and place i'! InterCOM Box in the 
other students, the more we understand them : Student Center, or return to JnterCOM, Hu-
ourselves," state Camp and Barnett, summing up I manities Division. 
enrichment they have experienced by participat- : _ ., 
ing in the tutoring program. !.-------------------------------------
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PLAYWRIGHT SERIES LAUNCHED I STUDENT GROWTH IMPORTANT, 
AT COM PRESIDENT TAYLOR SAYS 

Texas City .... A gala reception at the home by Alisa Whiteh ead 
of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Mabry, Texas City, offi- "Making your own decisions , that's what's 
cially launched College of the Mainland's New reall~ important," says Dr. ~red Taylor, COM 
Playwright Series which will regularly bring to the president. Dr. Taylor _would ~ike t~, see the stu
campus the work of a major theatrical author. dents become n:ore mternahzed, for stude?ts 

The first event also served to introduce to have greatest mfluence on what they are gomg 
Aubrey Wisberg, an author of 50 motion pictures ~o be." ~e feels that ~ith_ the proper sources of 
and five stage plays, whose original drama, mformat10n, c?mmurncat10n, and atmosphere 
Second Floor Front, will be produced by Main- develop a more _mdepe~dent person. 
land Community Theatre in April. "" Dr. Taylor is work~~g on the deve;opment of 

Wisberg arrived from New York to be present mt~~rated career deci~10n and pl~nnmg compo
at the auditions for his play and to serve as a con- nent through tra?~ferrmg the testmg center next 
sultant to director Arnold Kendall in first rehears- to the Career Decis10n Center. He hopes that one 
als . . day all students will be required to go through the 

Jack Westin COM Theatre Coordinator an- Career Center before making a decision on their 
nounced the cast at the reception and noted,that ~areers. Dr. Taylor feels all students should look 
" we were fortunate to have brought together a mto the Career Center, whether or not they are 
group of talented people who are uniquely right sure what they are going to study. 
for their roles." Dr. Taylor sees a need for students to feel sue-

Cast members are Sid Kay as Jake Kopnitz; cessful. He feels it 's an important part of educa
Kenneth Wetcher, Shlomo Shimski; Jay Rust, tion. Dr. Taylor said, "Failure breeds failure, 
Sam Abramowitz; Florence Little, Miriam success breeds success ." He doesn't think a person 
Abramowitz, Colleen Hefferman, Naomi Abramo- should feel like a failure because he tried some
witz ; Danny Coughlin, Yossel Chuvinski; Gene thing and it didn't work out. 
Ogle, Willowski; John Moynihan, Rabbi Glick- Dr. Taylor also expressed a great need for 
stein; Rufus Steptoe, Charles Barrow; Jim Glenn, communication at COM, "in a decent and sup
Robert Hudson; Paul Lombard, Henry Rumm; portive way - people treating people decently." 
Margaret Baur, Don Wiseman, Radio Voices. He feels "for a college to be successful, good com-

GRIPES cont. from page 1 

Shirley Green (Medical Technology) - "There 
are not enough school activities for the whole 
school to get together, like dances or a con
cert. I don't know what the student govern
ment should do, but they should do SOME
THING. " . 

Nita Nutt (Foreign Language) - "In Biology 
Lab, I don't like the way the lectures are on 
tape. I think it should be done by the teachers 
with more detail because it's very confusing 
on tape. Also if you work late, you get locked 
out of the buildings at night by the security 
guards." 

Lynn Noah (Occupational Therapy) - "There 
are very few places where you can study, on 
campus, wit_hout being surrounded by noise, 
even in the library . Also the Student Union 
Building should be kept open till 8 or 9 PM 
for the night students. " 

Dale Hackett (Business) - ''There's too much 
busy work. They make you do too many lit
tle projects to work on in the courses." 

Lori Stanton (Physical Therapy) - "I don 't 
feel it's fair that after a certain amount of 
absences they drop you. There 're not enough 
activities planned. You don't know anybody 
who's going to COM because you can't get 
together. " 

Joy Blackburn (History) - "I was involved 
with student affairs and student government 
at Sam Houston so I feel the need for more 
activities here. COM students' involvement in 
student government isn't a matter of apathy, 
but a matter of ignorance of what's going on. " 

SUPERB PERFORMANCE 
by Greg Koester 

As drama director at College of the Mainland, 
Jack Westin has produced many plays at the 
Arena Theater. "Of Mice and Men" is probably 
Westin's finest production. 

"Of Mice and Men" tells of two men's search 
for their dreams in rural America during the days 
of the Great Depression of the 1930 s. The story 
was written by John Steinbeck and the play was 
directed by Jesse Loya. 

The entire cast gave a brilliant performance, 
and included Cliff Mabry, Bryan Meyers, Marvin 
Brykett, Terry Overstreet, Ray Schmitt, and 
Robin Llewellyn. The play introduced new actors 
Greg Loya, ·Rufus Steptoe, and Gene Ogle, and a 
new actress, Carroll Brister. 

"Of Mice and Men" was worth the time and 
money. It was an excellent play. The scenery and 
direction were very well done. All deserve credit 
for an excellent production. 

munications are necessary. If anyone feels they 
are being treated badly, they should stand up for 
themselves. " 

At COM, Dr. Taylor wants an academic 
atmosphere where everyone feels comfortable. 
"The most difficult thing in the world for a per
son is to change. College is usually a big change 
for most , and making a person feel they fit is 
important." 

Dr. Taylor has been COM president since 

CREATIVE WRITING CONTEST 
OFFERS CASH AND BOOK PRIZES 

Writers: You can win $100, $50 or $25 
in cash and book prizes for best short story, 

humorous essay, or other short pieces between 
250-and TOOO words - with ree copy o wmmng 

CO LLEGE CONTEMPORARIES Magazine 
for all - if you enter the Collegiate Creative 
Writing Contest whose deadline is MA V 5. 

For rules and official entry form, SEND 
SELF-ADDRESSED, STAMPED ENVELOPE 
to: International Publications, 4 74 7 Fountain 
Avenue, Dept. C-3, Los Angeles, CA 90029. 

SECURITY cont. from page 1 
came a separate department. 

Rotramel says the only trouble on campus 
outside of petty theft is due to outside activities, 
mainly the weekend dances held in the COM Stu
dent Center. Destruction of campus property and 
drinking are the biggest problems associated with 
these outside activities, he says. This is the reason 
for the "No alcoholic beverages allowed" sign 
now in the Student Center. 

When asked about drugs on campus, Rotramel 
replied that it is not a major problem. "I know 
it's there, but it's not used openly," he comments. 

Due to the change in parking regulations, 
parking permits are not longer required except in 
handicapped spaces. Rotramel said parking per
mits would be issued upon request as long as the 
supply lasts. 

The permits would help to trace students in 
case of stolen or damaged cars. If a car is left 
parked in the fire zone in front of the administra
tion building, the car will be immobilized and a 
fee charged to have it removed. 

There is a security guard on duty 24 hours a 
day at COM. A new system has been set up so 
that this officer can be reached more quickly. 
During the day a security officer can be reached 
at the security office in the maintenance building
( ext. 400). After 5:00 pm,officers can be reached 
by calling the operator. In the evenings and at 
night a security guard will be set up in the ticket 
office of the Fine Arts building (ext. 345) . He 
will be there at all times except when he is mak
ing his rounds on campus. 

Rotramel commented that the security de
partment was not composed of "hard-nosed 
cops." They want to protect the students while 
they are getting an education. 
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DR. FRED TAYLOR 

1971, but has been with the college since its be
ginning in 196 7. COM is now in its second decade 
and Dr. Taylor hopes it will always be flexible 
enough to change, "because as the school and 
community grow, the needs of the school 
change." 

As long as Dr. Taylor 'is president at COM, as 
times change, so will he. " It's an integration of 
ideas and people, not because we have to, but be
cause we want to ," he says. 

WOMEN AND HARD ROCK 
by Teri Crook 

Women vocalists and musicians have not 
always been as involved in the U. S. music busi
ness as men. One field of music articularly un

._explored by women is rock music. 
Rock (acid, or hard, rock, or heavy-metal 

music) was originated by men musicians for an 
audience including women. Hard rock composi
tion requires a certain amount of aggressiveness, 
which many people don't find a comfortable trait 
in women. But since the women 's movement, 
American women are discovering traits in them
selves previously marked " for men only," and 
among them is aggressiveness. Men now no longer 
dominate the acid rock scene. 

It's true women musicians are a handful com
pared to the large numbers of men . But they are 
forming bands together, or playing in - even 
leading - men 's bands. 

Fanny, probably the most publicized all
women rock group, arrived on the scene in 1972. 
Underneath the hype of their novelty act of be
ing female were talented musicians. Though 
Fanny never hit the national market, Nickey 
Barclay, the group's keyboard player, has since 
formed her own band of hard-metal musicians to 
tour the country. 

The best band of guitars-plus-brass is Isis. Its 
cont. on page 6 

HELP WANTED 
"How to Make $9 to $16 

per hour while on 
vacation or on weekend." 

$ 3 plus 50¢ postage 
and handling. 

The Morgan Press 
308 South Dixie 

W. Palm Beach , FL 33401 

IDThe Morgan Press, 1976 



SALLIE COWGILL 
by Cheryl Henderson 

Sallie Cowgill responds enthusiastically, to 
questions about careers for women, "I think it's 
just wonderful. I see women coming to school for 
the first time and they're so excited. My only 
concern is it is a difficult adjustment because they 
feel so insecure. I am working on a program to 
offer them reassurance now, although COM al
ready has a study skills program that is most help
ful," she said. 

Cowgill has been employed at COM for nine . 
years, first as a counselor, then as a psychology 
instructor. Her most recent achievement is the 
revision of Psychology 230. "The students design 
the course based on their interests and needs. 
They just take the field of study and utilize it. 
The first evaluations were complimentary, and I 
was very pleased. The students said they better 
understood other people, but most important 
they felt they had grown as persons," Cowgill 
exclaims excitedly. 

She also tries to make her classes more inter
esting by inviting outside speakers and holding 
student-guided group discussions. 

Her goals at COM "are to give· students know
ledge of the field of psychology, to teach them 
how to think for ti.-,emselves, to help them under
stand that many of life's experiences are not easy, 
and to enable them to face challenges and suc
ceed. I want to enjoy a sense of fulfillment and 
derive pleasure from interpersonal relationships," 
she said. "I feel COM is very supportive of in
struction. The general atmosphere is pleasant. The 
materials are available and I believe COM is way 
ahead." 

Cowgill began her college education at Trinity 
University in San Antonio. She transferred to 
University of Texas where she received a BA in 
Psychology. She completed her Masters in Psy
chology at University of Houston. She recently 
obtained her doctorate in Community College 

NEH FUNDS PB5__SHORT STORY FILMS 

Short stories on film by nine of America's 
most distinguished writers will be presented by 
the Public Broadcasting Service (Channel 8) on 
six consecutive Tuesday evenings beginning 
April 5. 

The series, titled "The American Short 
Story," will be presented by the South Carolina 
Educational Television Network, Columbia SC, 
and moderated by Colleen Dewherst . Ranging in 
length from 30 to 60 minutes, the films have been 
produced over the past three years with a grant of 
more than $2 million from National Endowment 
for the Humanities. 

Included in the series will be 'Bernice Bobs 
Her Hair,' by F. Scott Fitzgerald, 'I'm A Fool,' ' 
by Sherwood Anderson, 'Soldier's Home,' by 
Ernest Hemingway, and 'Almos' A M;an,' by 
Richard Wright. 

Others selected for the PBS broadcasts are 
'Parker Adderson, Philosopher,' by Ambrose 

Bierce, 'The Jolly Corner,' by Henry James, 
'The Blue Hotel,' by Stephen Crane, ·'The Dis

placed Person,' by Flannery O'Connor, and 
'The Music School,' · by John Updike . 

The National Endowment for the Humani
ties has funded development of major original 
projects at a number of American production 
centers. Shown on PBS, they include ·'The 
Adams Chronicles,' the Children's Television 
Workshop, 'American Social History Series,' · 
'The Scarlet Letter,' and "William Faulkner of 

Mississippi.' Earlier support from NEH brought 
'War and Peace,' 'Classic Theatre,' and 'The 

Japanese Film,' all acquired series, to the Amer
ican public. 

BECOME A COLLEGE CAMPUS DEALER 

Sell Brand Name Stereo Components 
at lowest prices. High profits. 

NO INVESTMENT REQUIRED! 
For details contact: FAD Components, Inc. 

20 Passaic Ave., Fairfield, New Jersey 07006 
Ilene Orlowsky - (201) 227-6884 - Call Collect 

SALLY COWGILL 

Education at Nova University in Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida. 

Her interests, however, do not stop at further
ing her education. She also has many hobbies 
ranging from gardening to interior design, from 
entertaining to bicycling. This wide range of in
terests makes her very comfortable to be around 
and probably accounts for the reason so many of 
her students feel free to come to her to discuss 
their problems "although I just don 't have time 
to offer long-term help, " she says. 

NURSING DIRECTOR cont. from page 1 

myself studying at the beauty shop with my 
head under a dryer." 

Her persistence paid off, however, and she 
finds herself very challenged by her work with 
geriatric patients. "So many advances in medica
tion and therapy have been made and are being 
made in the field of geriatrics," according to 
Lockhart. The nursing home, which currently has 
53 patients, has an activities director who pro
vides crafts, games, parties, and entertainment. 
"We are especially grateful for church and young 
people's groups which visit the home regularly to 
provide cheerful entertainment," she says. 

Even though patients in the home are visited 
by friends and relatives, Lockhart stresses that the 
generation gap is still a problem in our society. "I 
wish people just knew the wealth of experience 
and history these people have," she says. "One 
man at the home played major league baseball 
with Babe Ruth. Others witnessed the Texas City 
disaster, and helped put things back together 
afterwards.'' 

A native of Beeville, Texas, Lockhart came to 
Texas City ten years ago when her husband, now 
deceased, worked for American Oil. Even though 
her first dream was to be a teacher, she replaced 
that dream when she was 13 years old with the 
new one - that of becoming. a nurse. "Without 
College of the Mainland and its Nursing program, 
I might never have realized my dream," she states. 
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 

Stuff Envelopes 
$25.00 PER HUNDRED 
Immediate Earnings 

Send $1.00 To: 
Envelopes Dept. 339A -= 3IO Franklin Street 
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MILLS RESIGNS cont. from page 1 

cil to vote to remove him from office. 
COMSA officers are elected to office by open 

balloting on campus of the COM student body. 
Mills says he feels the students should determine, 
or 'at least be informed, when officers are termi
nated from office by other COMSA officers. 

"I'd still like to be a vice-president and fulfill 
my elected responsibilities," Mills says, " but I 
felt pushed out and so I quit. The office wasn 't 
what I thought it was. All they did in the meet
ings was talk about what they were going to do, 
but they never did anything. Old business took up 
the majority of the time," he says. 

Mills feels there was an "excess of surveys and 
a lack of action" in the Student Association. He 
said he had be~n led to believe there was much he 
could do to form activities at COM . 

- · ·' "I think vice-presidents are only. figureheads," 
he says. "They don't do anything. I tried to have 
a dance, but it was cancelled after I went to six
teen different people about it." Mills says he was 
told by COMSA President Whitener that his pro
ject was cancelled because he had not gone 
through correct procedures. 

"I say COMSA needs to re-evaluate its func
tion . I'd retract my resignation if I could get more 
information, a fair hearing, and the autonomy to 
really do something in the office I was elected 
to," Mills said . 

Officers of the COMSA, and administrators 
who work with the association, were not available 
for comment. 

STUDEN T cont. fro m page 1 

United States, Galvan also performed several 
ethnic dances. , 

"I guess the most unbelievable event of my 
entire visit was having my signature placed in 
concrete in the television studio, similar to the 
way it's done in the sidewalk outside Gruman's 
Chinese Theatre in Hollywood," she chuckled. 

Hitting high spots are not unusual for the 18-
year-old graduate of Hitchcock High School. 
Tuel'0., sh~ was President of the Student Gouncil, 
salutatorian of her class, a member of the Honor 
Society, a recipient of I the American Legion 
Award and scholarships from the Elks, LULAC. 
and Phi Theta Gamma. She was also listed in 
"Who's Who Among American High School Stu
dents." 

Galvan plans to become a language interpre
ter. When she completes her associate degree at 
COM, she will transfer to the University of Mex
ico and from there, to Georgetown University in 
Washington, D. C., for her master's degree. 

"Those are my plans ·now, but who knows 
what will happen when I get to Mexico City again 
and get caught up in the spell of that fascinating 
city?" she observed with a broad grin. 

Dr. Mykola Plakhotnyuk 
is suffering involuntary 

PSYCHIATRIC 
CONFINEMENT 
in the Soviet Union. 
His "crime" : Distribut
ing a human rights 
journal. 

My kola Plakhotnyuk 
and half a million other 
"prisoners of conscience" 
are in jails around the 
world, not for anything 
they've done, but. for 
what they believe. Help 
us help them . Write-
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Kim Chi Ha is 

ON TRIAL 
FOR HIS LIFE 
in South Korea. His 
"crime": Writing arti
cles criticizing the South 
Korean government's 
harsh treatment of poli
tical dissidents. 

Kim Chi Ha and halfa 
million other "prisoners 
of conscience" are in 
jails around the world, 
not for anything they've 
done, but for what the) 
believe. Help us help 
them . Wril.e 
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BASKETBALL 

Basketball continues to dominate activities at 
COM Gym with three different leagues being con
ducted throughout the week. 

COM Student Team I, competing in the Adult 
Recreation Basketball League, has continued to 
hold 1st place after five weeks of competition. 

Joe Woods has led the COM Team I to a re
cord of 5-0 with a scoring average of 13 points 
per game. Team coach, Claude Terrell, stated that 
their 49-46 win over Hydro-Tech had been too 
close for comfort. "When you win by three points 
in the last minute, you know you have played a 
tough game," he says. 

Hydro-Tech, under the leadership of Brian 
Baucom, is tied for second place, with COM 
Team II directed by Ken Wegner. Both teams 
have 3-1 records. 

The Recreation Night Basketball League finds 
the B-W Nubs in first place with a 4-0 record led 
by James Widdo"son who has averaged 10 points 
per game. In second place are · the Scum Bay 
Bombers with a 2-2 record. 

The Bulldogs, of the Youth Recreation Bas
ketball League, under the direction of Ronald 
Williams, are secure in their first place post with a 
6-0 record. The 76ers, coached by Little Big Man, 
Leo Johnson, have a 4-2 record having lost two 
very close games to the Bulldogs. 

CARVER LEAGUE 

COM's student basketball team, competing in 
the Carver Center Recreation League, finished 
fourth with a record of 5-3. Claude Terrell , who 
coached the team, named Roger "Tang" Jackson 
as Most Valuable Player. 

Joe Buffington, Carver Center Director, selec
ted three COM team .members to_ th£ All
Team: Nate "The Skate" Lynch, graphics major; 
Claude Terrell, drafting major; and Joe Woods, 
drafting major. The All-Star Team defeated the 
Lowery Center All-Star Team at Lincoln gym. 

WOODS WINS TABLE TENNIS TOURNAMENT 

COM student, Joe Woods, has exhibited his 
all-around athletic ability by winning First Place 
in the recent Table Tennis Tournament conduc
ted at COM Gym. Woods, who defeated Semple 
in the first round of competition, had to defeat 
him again after Semple won the consolation 
tournament. Woods had to come from behind to 
win in the third game 21-14. Woods commented, 
"Semple had a very good game and the final 
match could easily have gone to him. I was very 
happy to win." 

SPORTS DAY 

The first of two days of sports competition is 
scheduled at Lee College in Baytown, Tuesday, 
March 22. Students from the Gulf Coast area will 
be competing in badminton, archery and bowling. 
Colleges may enter competitors in each of the fol
lowing categories: badminton, men and women 
singles and doubles; archery, men and women's 
teams; bowling, a men's, a women's, and one 
mixed team. 

Persons interested in participating should con
tact Jose Colchado at Room 107 of the P. E. 
Building before March 1 7. To participate a person 
must be enrolled as a credit student at COM. If a 
playoff is necessary to determine who will repre
sent COM, this will be held on Saturday, March 
19, or Sunday, March 20. 

CAP-AND-GOWN DEADLINE SET 

Diane O'Neal, secretary, Admissions Office, 
has announced that all students who have applied 
for graduation must be fitted for caps and gowns 
in the Student Center Bookstore by April 8. 

VOLLEYBALL 

Thursday nights finds COM Gym filled with 
Volleyball enthusiasts all competing for the first 
place spot in the COM Volleyball Recreation 
League. 

The First State Bank of Hitchcock, led by 
Rod Rehm, has had some close games but has al
ways managed to rally and come out on the win 
side of the column. After 4 weeks of competition, 
!;heir record is 4-0. Second place is shared by 
K-Mart II and Corp of Engineers II both with a 
record of 3-1. COM teams led by James Collier 
and Mark Anderson have met very stiff competi
tion and have both had to be satisfied with a 2-2 
record. The COM Team led by Anderson played 
First State a close game losing 13-15 in the third 
game. 

RECREATION SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

MARCH 16 Badminton Tournament at COM 
Gym 7 :00 p.m. Anyone over 15 
years old may enter. First place 
award will be given. 

MARCH 22 Sports Day at Lee College. 

MARCH 23 Three-man Basketball Tournament. 
Any three individuals may sign up 
as a team. First place award. COM 
Gym 7 :00 p.m. 

MARCH 27 Explorers Sports Day. Explorer 
Posts will compete in a variety of 
sports activities. 

If you are interested in entering a team in a 
mixed (men and women) Slow Pitch Softball 
League, Basketball League for women, Basket
ballL.fili,gue or me o a ixed tea in a V olle,y_
ball league, leave your name and phone number at 
the P. E. Office and you will be contacted. 
Leagues will begin in June and continue through 
August. 

If you are interested in playing in a tennis 
league go by the P. E. Office and complete an 
entry form . This league will begin play April 25. 

RACQUETBALL - NEW GAME FOR COM? 
by Cindy Kelley 

Racquetball is rapidly growing in popularity 
in today 's sports world. Not yet a common sport, 
its past is quite involved with other sports like 
handball, paddleball, and squash. . 

In 1950, Joe Sobel decided to elaborate on 
Paddleball played on a handball court. Dr. James 
Naismith, Abner Doubl~day, and Sobel came up 
with the idea of using a racquet instead of a pad
dle , and designed a suitable racquet. 

Sobel created rules to go with these racquets 
and balls, and the new game became a business. 
The sport grew fairly slowly until the late. 1960s, 
when Dr. Bud Muehleisen began promoting the 
game with clinics around America. Racquetball 
began to catch on and interest rose steadily in the 
early 1970s. 

The International Racquetball Association 
(IRA) was established in 1968 to organize and im
prove overall play of the game. Tournaments at 
all levels - local, state, and national - were 
started to provide competition and perfect skills. 
The first IRA professional tournament was held 
in 1974. 

Racquetball is an established sport in nearly 
every large U.S. city today, and still growing rap
idly in public interest. Equipment, courts, and 
rules have also improved. The game is played at 
YMCA s, and is trying to create amateur and pro
fessional classifications for future contests. 

All students can view racquetball at COM 's · 
own two courts behind the gymnasium, at Texas 
City's Lowry Recreation Center, or at Texas 
City's YMCA. 
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JlJDO CLUB 

The College of the Mainland Judo Club 
participated in the Seabrook Invitational Judo 
Tournament held February 26th at the Ed White 
Memorial Youth Center, Seabrook, Texas. The 
COM Judo Club did extremely well in this tourna
ment. The main tournament was broken up into 
three tournaments: novice - for those students 
with little or no experience; juniors - for exper
ienced players between the ages of 8 and 18; 
seniors - those other experienced students ages 16 
and older. 

At the Novice Tournament, the COM Judo 
Club had the following results: 

Boys 

Daryl Olivier 
James Lockett 
Ronnie Jeffcoat 
Duane Olivier 

Place 

1st Place 
-4!; Place 
2nd Place 
4th Place 

Weight Class 

96 lb. 
100 lb. 

95 lb . 
63 lb. 

During the Junior Tournament, the following 
results were achieved : 

Boys Place Weight Class 

Jimmy Richards 1st Place 120 lb . 
David Kirby 2nd Place 120 lb. 
Tag Filley 2nd Place 76 lb. 

Girls 

Kim Filley 2nd Place 85 lb. 
Kim Powers 4th Place 110 lb . 

The COM Judo Club was also successful in the 
Senior Tournament with these results: 

Boys 

Less Sprague 
Robert Harris 

Place 

1st Place 
3rd Place 

Weight Class 

132-152 lb. 
132-152 lb. 

College of the Mainland offers students and 
other members of the community an excellent 
opportunity to learn the sport of Judo. Classes 
are offered Monday and Wednesday nights .from 
6:00-7:30 p.m. under the supervision of Dale E. 
Moore, Ken Sprague, and Davie E. Berlad. The 
price of the 8-week course is $12.00, and new 
cl-asses~ the- beginrrers to- the more advanced 
students will start March 14, 1977. For more in
formation, contact the non-credit education divi
sion. 

STUDENT SEEKS PRO CAREER WITH CUE 
by Cindy Kelley 

Although she hopes to some day play profes
sionally, Mary McCown is no amateur when it 
comes to practicing and playing that cool game of 
pool. 

A graduate of Clear Creek High School, Mary 
is now a full time student at COM. At 20, she has 
nearly perfected her talents at pool, and is enjoy
ing every minute of it. 

"Nqbody ever really taught me," claimed 
Mary. "I guess you could say I taught myself. I 
used to play in the local pool halls. Then, here at 
COM, LeRoy August taught me to use English on 
the ball, and various styles of pool games like 
14-1, where you call your own shots." 

Mary represented COM at a group of regional, 
collegiate-sponsored activities held at Texas A&M 
last semester. "COM sponsored me and two guys 
in the pool competition. I won second place," she 
said. 

Mary McCown enjoys competing with any 
good player, and she usually does quite well, in 
spite of the inevitable comments of surprise at a 
woman being good at the game. Her greatest dis
like is to hear people say she is "good, for a girl." 

Mary's best reason for being so good is prac
tice. "I practice almost every day," sbe said. 
"Practicing by myself may take more time, but 
it really helps my game." 

When asked if she thought of turning pro, 
Mary said she's considered it, but most of profes
sional pool associations are designed for wealthy 
players, and cost too much to join. 
· Mary McCown enjoys a casual game of pool, 
and looks forward to more playing days ahead. 
She will play anybody who definitely knows the 
game. "There's somebody good to play wherever 
I go. I never have any trouble finding good peo
ple to play," she said. 

/ 



WATER POLO - WHY NOT? 
by Greg Koester 

Water polo is played in colleges and high 
schools around the world, but not at COM. The 
college has a nice pool, used only for recreation. 
Baseball, basketball, and football were played at 
COM; water polo has never been played. 

Water polo requires strong swimming, endur
ance, quick thinking, and team play. Water polo 
is the roughest of all sports as rated by many 
sports coaches. 

In the 1870 s, water polo began in England. 
It was brought by the English to the U.S . in the 
1880 s. At first, substitutes were not allowed in 
a game. As a result, death by drowning due to 
strangulation commonly occurred. 

The game of water polo is played with a fully
inflated, hard-leather ball about the size of a soc
cer ball. In a game there are six players and a 
goalie. Each team wears either a light or dark 
colored cap for identification. There are four 
five-to-six minute quarters and a fivecminute 
halftime. 

The boundaries are carefully marked in water 
polo. The two-yard line in front of each goal 
marks the distance frc:.n which a penalty throw at 
the goal could be made. The center line marks the 

· position of the ball, the start of the game, and 
each quarter. 

The rules for water polo were made up by the 
International Water Polo League and the United 
States Athletic Union . No player can reach over 
an opponent to steal a ball. No player can attack 
an opponent to get the ball. No player can pull 
back or hold an opponent in order to stop a 
score. This will result in an ejection. These are all 
team fouls. Any team foul inside the four yard 
line or any 10 team fouls results in a penalty shot 
from the four yard line. 

Today, water polo is played at the Olympic 
Games. Hungary and Russia have the most sue-

FAMILY SERVICE cont. from page 1 

All five agency counselors have master's de
grees in social "Work, and: a minimum of two years 
experience in family, marriage, and individual 
counseling. Services provided include counseling 
on marital differences, parent-child problems, 
individual social adjustment, and family function
ing problems. 

Also included in Family Services is a special 
parent group designed for child-abusing parents, 
and a retired senior volunteer program, which in
volves Galveston county citizens age 60 and older 
in meaningful community volunteer activities. 
Parent enrichment groups, which teach parenting 
skills, marriage enrichment groups, providing en
richment activities for couples, and divorce coun
seling and education for people experiencing 
separation or divorce, are also available. 

All fees are on a sliding scale based on clients' 
ability to pay. Office hours are Monday through 
Friday, 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Heck said, "Family 
Services is considering the addition of a program 
to include evening hours as well." Referrals and 
requests for information may be made by. calling 
the main office in Galveston at 762-8636, or Col
lege of the Mainland at 938-1211, ext. 242 . 

SCUBA DIVING OFFERED 

COM STUDENT COOKS CHILI 
by Lori Smith 

John Kunert, COM student and a member of 
the Tres X Hombres Chili team, will be cooking 
"Desperado Chili" at the Sixth Annual Houston 
Chili Cookoff. The cookoff is sponsored by the 
Houston POD, benefitting the Burnett-Bayland 
Home for Children. The cookoff, March 19, 
1977, will begin at 12:00 noon with judging at 
3 p.m. at the Sheraton Inn - Town and Country, 
at I-10 and West Belt. There will be a chili dance 
at 8 p.m. 

Kunert, a member of the Texas History class, 
invites all fellow COM students to come out and 
eat chili. 

cessful water polo teams, while the U.S. is ranked 
third in the world. · 

Due to the league sports rules, death rarely 
occurs in the games now. However, serious in
juries do occur by players getting hit in the face 
with the ball, muscle spasms, or by fighting. 
Water polo is a rough game, but it is fun, exciting 
and certainly good exercise. 

Water polo produces strong healthy bodies 
and should be considered by COM as a sport to be 
included in the program for the college. 

ALAMAND LEFT AT COM 
by Lori Smith 

Thirteen-year-old Holly Dickenson, blind 
from birth, has been square dancing for three 
years. She enjoys meeting people and dressing in 
square dance costume. According to Holly, 
"Dancing helps me listen, follow directions and 
learn coor_dination." Holly is one of many teen
agers who have formed their own squares, attend 
conventions, and visit other clubs. 

Square dancing is sweeping the country, from 
the White House to California seashores, the 
Canadian Rockies to Texas border country. This 
is no new craze that may soon die out, or newly 
discovered fad. Square dancing has been an im
portant part of American life since frontier days. 

Square dancing in colonial times was one of 
the few forms of entertainment. When people got 
together for harvesting, barn-raising or husking 
bees, they held a dance when the work was done. 
The pattern came from the French quadrille. 
Gradually steps from Scandinavian, German, Eng
lish, Scotch, and Irish folk dances mixed in be
coming the American square dance. Square danc
ing basieally achieves three goals: physical, social, 
and cultural. 

As years passed, other dances became popu~ 
lar in cities, while rural areas kept the square 
dance._ In the 1930 s city people became aware 
of the country dances. Two big fairs, the New 

The Division of Health, Physical Education York World's _Fair and the Golden Gate Exposi
and R.ecreation at COM is offering another five- tion, helped make the public aware. During 
week course in Basic Scuba Diving, April 12 to World War II, square dancing received another 
May 12. Classes will be held from 7 to 10 pm on stimulus. Soldiers became acquainted with the 
Tuesday and Thursday nights in the Physical Edu- dance at USO clubs. When they returned home 
cation complex. they organized their own square dance clubs. 

Students will be expected to provide their Scarcely a town can be found today without at 
own mask, fins, and snorkel. The fee for the class least one club. Square dancing appeals to all ages 
is $25, plus a small additional charge for a medi- · from eight to eighty. Age has no barrier in this 
cal examination. Students who do not have the activity . Singles, couples and families all partici
other necessary equipment items may make rental pate. 
arrangements with the instructor at the first class The square dance costume for women is a 
meeting. basic squaw style dress with a full skirt. Under the 

Registration is now underway in the college's dress is a very full crinoline petticoat for twirling. 
Non-Credit Registration Office. Class size will be The shoes are soft leather soled, with straps for 
limited to 25 students. For further information, minimal slippage. The men wear western style 
please contact Dan Travaille, Director of Physical shirts with vests, commonly matching their part
Education, 938-1211, ext. 418. ner's dress. String ties and matching belts compli-
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HARD ROCK cont. from page 3 

eleven women members have been compared by 
critics to Chicago, and Blood, Sweat and Tears. 
Carol McDonald has led the band in its rising 
career. 

Many good women guitarists are coming out 
of England, as is most of today's hard rock. Both 
Patti Smith and Suzi Quatro play blistering guitar 
in the Jimi Hendrix tradition, and are unique for 
heading up otherwise all-male bands. 

Heart, a supreme example of women in hard 
rock, sold a million copi~s of their first recorded 
album, Dreamboat Annie, winning a platinum 
record in the few short months after its release. 
With rockers like "Magic Man," "Sing, Child," 
"Crazy On You," and "White Lightening and 
Wine," Heart has taken the United States by 
storm. 

Heart's Ann Wilson, who has been likened to 
Grace Slick, writes lyrics for the group's songs, 
plays the flute, and takes care of lead vocals. Her 
sister Nancy plays acoustic and electric guitar. 
Heart, along with Fleetwood Mac's Christine 
McVie and Stevie Nicks, shows the trend is run
ning toward men and women working together 
to make the most of a band's capabilities. 

The latest example of women in acid rock is 
The Runaways from Southern California. This 
powerful group of five teenage girls have begun a 
new generation of women in hard rock. 

Why aren't more women playing and singing 
in hard-rock bands? Perhaps they have not been 
given a chance to fully develop in the field. 
Audience acceptance is higher today than it's 
ever been. Women in hard rock have taken a long 
time coming, and don't intend to let go now. 

PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST UNDERWAY -
DEADLINE APRIL 15 

A photography cortest on the intriguing 
theme of "Play" is now underway, sponsored by 
College of the Mainland's Division of Health, Phy
sical Education, Recreation, and Athletics. 

The contest is open to COM students (both 
credit arui.non-cre.dit)._,...f.a~.ult:v. d ta f embers. 
The deadline is set for April 15 with three entries 
permitted each contest participant. Photos may 
be in black and white or color, and in sizes 8" by 
10" or 5" by 7". 

The winners will be selected by a panel of 
three judges: James Templer, art instructor; Dan 
Travaille, Director of Physical Education and Mrs. 
Mary Danaczko, Director of Communication Ser
vices . First prize will be $30 .00; second, $20.00 
and third, $10.00. Winning entries will also be 
considered for inclusion in COM publications. 

COM LAKE OPEN TO PUBLIC 

College of the Mainland is opening its fresh- · 
water lake to community anglers on the first and 
third Saturday of each month beginning Satur
day, March 5 through May 21. 

Eckert Lake, which fronts Palmer Highway, 
will be available each Saturday from sunrise to 
10:00 am and 4:00 pm to sunset. The lake is 
stocked with bass, catfish and perch. 

Interested fishermen may register for Com
munity Fishing in COM's Records Office, Admin
istration Bldg., between the hours of 8 :00 am to 
8:00 pm on Monday through Thursday, and 8:00 
am to 5:00 pm on Friday. Tuition for the entire 
nine-week period is $5.00. 

Persons not able to register before Saturday 
may do so on Saturday through Jerome Drewry, 
the coordinator for the event, who will be on 
hand during the periods set aside for fishing. 

Youngsters under 12 must be accompanied 
by an adult. The usual requirements regarding 
fishing licenses will apply to all participants. 

ment the costume. 
Square dance clubs can be found by contact

ing Houston Square and Round Dance Council in 
Harris County, and Golden Gulf Coast Council 
for Galveston area. Why don't we have one at 
COM? 

Square dancing is not a passing craze - it is 
here to stay, because it is fun! 



COLLEGE OF THE 

VOLUMEl APRIL 1977 

COMSA LEADERS DEFEND FIRING 
by Teri Crook 

"We followed parliamentary procedure and 
the rules of order," said Bill Whitener, President 
of COM Student Association, on the Executive 
Council's decision to vote former COMSA VP 
Dudley Mills out of office last March 2. 

Mills resigned before the vote actually was 
taken. 

Whitener said Mills was informed of what 
COMSA leaders felt were his job failures weeks 
before the Executive Council decided to remove 
him from office. 

According to COMSA VP Michael Koralew
ski, Mills was not told why he was ineffective in 
his VP job because he did not attend meetings. 
"He wasn't effective because he was never 
there," said Koralewski, who further said the 
council suggested to Mills he improve by show
ing up at meetings and reviewing problems vyith 
the council. ' 

Reasons cited by COMSA for the initial mo
tion against Mills were, according to Koralewski, 
"excessive absences, lack of responsibility for his 
job, and lack of communication with other 
council members." 

Whitener said, "Representatives should be 

WORLD PREMIER AT COM 

by CindyTeiley 

The world premiere of Second Floor Front, 
an original drama by Aubrey Wiseberg of New 
York, will be given in COM 's Mainland Com
munity Theatre April 14, with other perform
ances Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays through 
April 30. 

The play is directed by Arnold Kendall and 
produced by COM's educational grant program. 
Second Floor Front is a dramatic play about a 
group of Jewish immigrants whose lives · are af
fected by the atrocities committed in Nazi Ger
many's concentration camps more than 30 years 
ago. 

Reservations can be made after April 11 by 
calling ext. 345 at COM. 

For an interview with Second Floor Front's 
director, Arnold Kendall, see page 3. 

·RAPE SEMINAR UH/CLC 

By Alisa Whitehead 

Rape Colloquiem II, coordinated by Bay 
Area Task Force on Rape (BATFOR) and Bay 
Area National ·organization for Women (NOW), 
sponsored by People for Equal Rights, was a ma
jor part of recent Women's Week at UH/CLC. 

The program, organized to help educate 
people about rape, consisted of a short film and 
speakers covering aspects of the rape problem. 
The film showed different cases of rape, how 
they affected the victims, and how rape changed 
their lives. 

Joan Parker, R.N., a nurse rape-counselor for 
Harris County Health Department, discussed ef
fects of rape on victims and traumas they suffer. 
She completed a training program before becom
ing a counselor, and has worked with many rape 
victims. Parker discussed different rape effects 
on victims, especially the emotional scar rape 
leaves for life. 

Vic Driscoll, Assistant District Attorney and 
Chief Prosecutor, 209th District Court, Harris 
County, gave statistics of rapes reported, how 
many cases actually go to court, and how many 
rapists are convicted. Of 529 reported rapes last 
year, Driscoll said, only 13 sent to court, and 
only nine of those involved as aggressors were 
convicted. Driscoll also covered rape laws, and 

continued on page 4 

open to students' problems but shouldn't do 
individual work. The progress of the Executive 
Council is based on interaction among students, 
faculty and the administration." 

Mills was told not to act on an individual 
basis, claimed Koralewski, because the council is 
"not an activities board but only a sounding 
board" for students' problems. The function of 
the Executive Council is "to approve charters, 
help students with problems, make suggestions 
on programs, and direct students to the proper 
administration" he said. 

Koralewski added that it has been traditional 
for the COM student body to elect representa
tives for the association as "it's the fairest way, 
but we're not a government." He said he hopes 
to see the council become a government next 
year, so it can be more effective. 

When the dismissal motion was made and 
seconded, and the vote readied to complete, 
Mills resigned. Whitener said, "He didn't argue 
for his side of the case. Actually, I hated to see 
the guy go. But almost every year in the history 
of COMSA, someone has dropped out. People 
drop out of office like classes." 

WRITER'S WEEKEND OFFERED 

It's not often that aspiring writers can touch 
base with successful authors, other than an occa
sional autographing session at a local qookstore. 
One such opportunity is College of the Main
land's forthcoming Spring Writers Conference, 
to be held Saturday and Sunday, April 16-17. 

The conference will feature published writ
ers - one of them the author of a current best 
seller - who will offer advice and know-how to 
registrants of the intensive all-day sessions. 

Individual workshops will be held in the area 
of fiction, poetry, non-fiction, children's litera
ture, playwrighting, articles, and small-press pub
lishing. One of the highlights of the conference 
will be a talk by Suzanne Morris, author of the 
historical novel, Galveston. Her first novel is a 
best seller, a Doubleday Book Club selection, a 
paperback report, and a selection for NBC's new 
"Best Seller" series. 

Another well-established participatory writer 
will be Aubrey Wisberg, who has written about 
50 screenplays for almost every Hollywood stu
dio, 40 of which were made into movies. His 
works include "Son of Sinbad," "The Lady in 
the Iron Mask," and "The Hom Blows at Mid
night." He has also published books, countless 
television dramas, and four stage plays. His new
est play, "Second Floor Front," is currently 
being produced at College of the Mainland. 

Dorothy VanWoerkom, author of more than 
a dozen children's books, will conduct a work
shop on children's literature. Two of VanWoer
kom's books were Junior Literary Guild selec
tions. Her latest book, Meat Pies and Sausages, is 
a selection of the 1977 Children's Book Council 
Showcase. She has written countless articles and 
stories for both adult and juvenile magazines. 

As an investigative reporter for the Houston 
Westside Reporter in 1974, Mark Kamin re
ceived a special commendation from the City of 
Houston Police Department for a story about 
traffic safety. He went to Israel in 1975, where 
he worked for the UPI, covering such stories as 
the Entebbe rescue operation and the West Bank 
uprisings. While in Israel, Kamin obtained confi: 
dential material concerning Nazi war criminals in 
the U.S., and helped focus national attention on 
the question. He recently left Israel to complete 
a story for Texas Monthly Magazine. 

Charlotte Lowe Cheatham has been in resi
dency in the Galveston Arts Center on the 
Strand for 'the past year on an Artists in the 
Schools matching grant from .the Texas Arts and 

continued on page 3 
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SNACK BAR TO STAY OPEN 

by Cindy Kelley and Sherry Mazoch 

"Rumors that College of the Mainland's 
snack bar will close are just that - rumor," 
stated Bob Smith, Dean of Student Life. 

Asked about possible changes in the snack 
bar or its administration, Smith said, "The only 
recent change is at the management level." He 
explained that while the snack bar's administra
tion used to be under Student Life, it is now 
under Business 

"There's been a decline in food sales in the 
snack bar," said Smith, "largely due to elimina
tion of the college break. Lunch period was 
eliminated at COM in order to offer greater 
availability of classes and time periods." 

Smith added, "I have not received any com
plaints about quality or preparation of the snack 
bar food, and only a few personal-choice com
ments pertaining to types of food on the menu 
have come up." 

COM, as a commuter college, does not need 
a large cafeteria, Smith said, but does need a 
snack bar for convenience of full-time students, 
or those who live in another city, who don't 
have time between classes to go home for lunch. 

"The menu has been decreased in volume ," 
Smith commented. "Certain items have been 
deleted from the menu because of inflationary 
prices and lack of demand for such items." Now 
offered on the menu are salads, sandwiches, and 
breakfasts. 

Annie f!.ibits, manager o the snack bar, said, 
"No complaints in regard to the food we serve 
have come to my attention." 

Anyone wishing to voice a complaint or sug
gestions about quality or preparation of food 
served in the COM snack bar may contact Hibits 
at ext. 416 , or David Rae at ext. 240. 

16 STUDENTS IN "WHO'S WHO" 

COM has received notification that 16 stu
dents are approved for inclusion in "Who's Who 
Among Students in American Junior Colleges." 

The students are: Laura G. Campbell, Ke
mah; James B. Curry, Dickinson; Lilia DeLeon, 
Texas City; Susan Graves, Dickinson; ~chinea
tha L. Griffin, Texas City; Phyllis Guidry, Ke
mah; Lori Hawkins, Texas City; April Jackson, 
Hitchcock; Virdeen Jantz, Texas City; Dennis 
Landrum, Texas City; Jan Larson, Houston; 
JoAnn Meyer, Houston; Dianna Robinson, La 
Marque; Betty Sharp, Arcadia; Margaret A. 
Tyler, Dickinson; Mary E. Weberlein, Texas 
City. 

STUDENTS SYMPATHIZE 
WITH HIGHTOWER 
by Teri Crook 

Seventy percent of students polled at COM 
felt Houston City Council was wrong to decrease 
Dr. Nikki Van Hightower's salary in an effort to 
force her to resign from her Women's Advocate 
job for the city of Houston. 

After City Council eliminated Hightower's 
job completely, Houston Mayor Fred Hofheinz 
re-hired Hightower as a member of his existing 
affirmative action program. Some Houston City 
Council members voted against Hightower, say
ing her job was "unnecessary." 

The controversy started when seven citizens 
appeared before the Council last March 9, com
plaining that Hightower spoke at a meeting in 
favor of legalized abortion and ratification of 
the ERA. These citizens claimed Hightower was 
not representing all women by expressing these 
views while Women's Advocate for the city. 

Council then proposed a city ordinance de
creasing Hightower's salary from $18,500 to $1 
a year. Hightower said she spoke on her day off 
(a Saturday) and was then a private citizen. She 

continued on pagt' .J 



FIRST COM WOMEN'S MEETING 
HELD 
by Terry Crook 

COM's first women's meeting was held 
March 29 in the Student Center, for students, 
faculty, and staff members who wish to broaden 
awareness of problems surrounding women to
day. 

Ann Finch, Marilyn Turner, and Ginnie 
Steib, the group's founders, have not aligned the 
COM first meeting with any national or state 
women's group. They hope, by avoiding labels 
associated with women's groups, that the COM 
organization can offer solutions and advice to all 
women interested in the meetings, without con
troversy. 

The three are trying to reach all women -
blue-collar, professional, and home workers -
by introducing topics of major importance, such 
as establishing credit. Also on the agenda for dis
cussion are professional development, tech
niques for opening staff opportunities, retire
ment benefit for working women and those at 
home with children, and the possibility of open
ing a babysitting service on-campus. 

Interested women are invited to attend the 
second meeting, April 19, at 2 pm in SC 120. 

ALLEN WANTS COM GROWTH 

by Marian Stein 

"I want to upgrade some of our academic 
courses, deal with student-concerned problems, 
and understand what COM needs to grow," says 
Dean Allen, candidate for COM Board of Trus
tees. 

Allen, a full-time student at COM, feels he is 
in a good position "to see what's going on at 
COM." If elected, Allen would have two Board 
responsibilities - · overseeing COM's operation 
and taking charge of the budget. 

He feels the single biggest problem at COM is 
quality of courses offered. He wants to give 
some sections in courses such as history, more 
depth for those who transfer to four=year col
leges, or for those who major in that field. 
"Even if we have to tighten _the budget in other 
areas, we need to broaden the selections of 
courses," he said. 

Asked about audio-visual instruction meth- , 
ods at COM, Allen said, " I'm critical about that 
though not as much of the extensive use of thi~ 
kind of instruction as of the quality of AV ma
terials." He's also concerned with a lack of com
munication at COM. 

"It's hard to get simple information here " 
he says. He'd also like to start some kind ;f 
activity for students, "some activity to get stu
dents more involved. The student government 
seems non-existent. Most students don't know 
that COMSA is there. We need to tell people 
what is available, and get people communicat
ing." 
. ~nother problem at COM, in Allen's opin-
10n, 1s the present system of student counseling. 
''.From what I've seen, there's room for improve
ment," he says, as he feels a student goes pretty 
much without advice. "We've got a problem area 
t_here. I don't have an easy answer, but it is 
something that needs to be looked at," he says. 

Allen also notes that "a lot of elected offi
cials tend not to want to rock COM's boat. 
People in the community don •t· appear aware of 
the program COM has. The people now in 
decision-making or authoritative positions are 
inaccessible. I feel students and the community 
at large need to have more input as to what goes 
on at COM. I think I'd bring different view
points to the Board," he concluded. 

RECREATION SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
April 26 League Finals - 7 pm COM Gym 

EVERYONE WELCOME! 
April 27 Tennis Tournament - 7 pm . If you would like to play 

either singles or doubles, register at the PE office. 

April 28 SPRING FROLIC! (What's a Spring Frolic???) 1-4 pm 
in the area between the LRC and the Gym. 
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GOING UP IN SMOKE 

by Sharyl Denise Harper, Editor 

COM is going up in smoke, and fresh air for 
non-smokers is being contaminated. No matter 
where the non-smoker may be, he is often sur
rounded by a congregation of cigarette smokers 
throughout the day. 

Outside the campus, smoke isn't extremely 
bad because the wind tends to eliminate the 
smell. But when a number of people are together 
in a closed room, the smoke can become very ir
ritating to the eyes; throat, and nose. A smoke
filled room can also be a very annoying and 
monotonous place to breathe for non-smokers 
and those who suffer from asthma, sinus or 

ANDERSON, BOARD CANDIDATE 
' WANTS.MORE ART 

by Marian Stein 

"I know COM and care about it. I believe 
the present philosophy of the college should be 
maintained. However, I would like to see growth 
in certain areas, the fine arts program for one," 
commented Carmen And~rson, a candidate in 
the COM Board of Trustees election. 

"Women do have different sensitivities and 
perspectives, but all candidates are interested in 
the same things," she said. "I can't see change at 
COM except in the area of continued growth." 
A member of COM's Theatre Advisory Commit
tee and the American Association of University 
Women, she wants to maintain "the velocity" at 
COM, which she feels has been endangered at 
times. People should be able to teach and discuss 
freely, she feels, and likes the COM teacher
student relationship .' 

Anderson said she was interested in ways to 
help students know one another on-campus. "If 
every teacher would provide a list of students in 
classes, names, and towns they live in, perhaps it 
would help car-pooling," she said. 

Transportation is a real COM problem, ac
cording to Anderson, who 'felt busses might be 
a solution. "They would have to be on regular 
schedules or it would not work . The busses 
should be community-oriented, with COM en
couragement," Anderson said, adding she felt 
studies should be done on the transportation 
problem. 

About improving COM academic courses, 
Anderson said, "I like it so much, but I'm open 
to improvement. The college is innovative 
enough, and the administration is constantly 
looking for improvements." 

Students have to manage their own learning, 
Anderson pointed out, but she approves of 

other respiratory diseases. 
Although cigarette smoking has been de

clared hazardous for health purposes, many peo
ple still turn to cigarette smoking for various 
reasons. Some say smoking eases tension and 
helps them cope with problems. For others, it's 
just a habit picked up through the years. 

Realizing that it's each individual's choice to 
smoke or not to smoke, those who smoke 
should be courteous enough to respect the re
quest of those irritated by cigarette smoke. Not 
only is smoking hazardous to one's health, it is 
also against the state law except in restricted 
smoking areas. 

To those who are considering the idea of 
smoking, don't start, and there will be fewer 
smoke clouds around College of The Mainland. 
To those who already smoke, do away with it! 

COM's present audio-visual methods of instruc
tion. "Teachers. are on the side of the students 
and want to help them learn," she said. 

Commenting on the present system of stu
dent counseling, she said, "That's just a part of 
the lack of communication. I can't see change 
except in the area of growth." 

Anderson feels her qualifications for election 
to the Board are that she is a COM student, she 
knows the college, and cares about it. After 
COM, she plans to "find a community need and 
fill it," perhaps with a recreational program for 
working-parent children, or a small restaurant 
with good food and a limited menu. 

--------------------------------------~ 
FILM FESTIVAL POLL 

D I do not want a COM Film Festival. 

D I would like COM to have a Film Festival , 
open to the community, on the follow 
ing conditions: 

D On a weeknight 
D On Friday night 
D On Saturday night 
D On Sunday night 

D New American films 
D New Foreign films 
D Old American films 
D Old Foreign films 

• At7pm • At 7:30 pm 
• At8pm 

D With a 50¢ fee 
D With a $1 fee 

Please clip and place in InterCOM Box in the 
Student Center, or return to InterCOM, Hu
manities Division. 

----------------------------------~---J Plans are already in progress for the 

13th Summer Program in Spain 1977. 

All persons interested should write to 
Dr. A. D oreste, Augustana College, 

Rock Island, Ill. 61201' as soon as possible. 
Space is very limited. 

loMEWHt~E. 
IN AME.RICA ... 

Mrs. Nurtjahja Murad 

IMPRISONED 
WITHOUT TRIAL 
in Indonesia since 1968. 
Her "crime": being 
married to the younger 
brother of an opposition 
political leader. 

Nurtjahja Murad and 
half a million other 
"prisoners of conscience" 
are in jails around the 
world, not for anything 
they've done, but for 
what they believe. Help 
us help them. Write-

AMNESTY 
INTERNATIONAL 
2! 12 Broadway NY, NY 
10023·212-787-89i6 

1977 
Prisoners of 

Conscience Year 

2 

... THE DAY AfiE.1' 11 THE. 
MARY TYLE.R MOO~E. SHOW" 
CA.ME. "TO At-J END. 



KENDALL GUEST-DIRECTS "SECOND FLOOR FRONT" 

"You can't spend 20 years in the theatre and 
not have it show," says Arnold Kendall, director 
of Second Floor Front. Telltale marks, he says, 
are verbal virtuosity, a body that communicates, 
and an intense seriousness about theatre work -
all of which he himself has acquired. 

He lets you know immediately that Main
land Community Theatre is not typical of com
munity theatre as he has experienced it in var
ious parts of the country. 

"In some community theatres, the people 
involved are 'dabblers' who found a passing hob
by to indulge themselves," he observed wryly. 
"Here, I'm amazed and delighted at the enor
mous dedication, the urge to grow, on the part 
of everyone connected with Mainland Commun
ity Theatre." 

He points out that Second Floor Front, now 
in rehearsal, is a tremendous challenge for the 
cast. 

"The actors must take the playwright's 
words, find the gestures, body language, and 
other means of stage business to convey that 
author's meaning," he says. "It's harder when a 
particular play has never been done before." 

H~ quickly adds that the casting is unbeliev
ably good. "The leading roles are superbly cast. 
There just wasn't any question during auditions 
that they were the perfect choices," Kendall 
declared. 

He added that two of the leads are Jewish, 
and grew up in the culture of the play. 

"They can relate to the values of the play's 
characters. Their Yiddish accents are authentic, 

ART, DRAMA SCHOLARSHIPS 
OFFERED 

College of the Mainland will offer scholar
ships in Drama and Art, according to a recent 
announcement by Larry Stanley, Chairman of 
the Division of Arts and Humanities. 

Scholarships in music, which were instituted 
in 1975, will continue to be offered. Students 
need not major in music to be considered for the 
scholarships, but drama and art students must 
major in these fields in order to be eligible. 

Interested students should call or write Stan
ley at COM, 8001 Palmer Highway, Texas City 
77590, 938-12Il-, ext. 214. 

WRITERS ... continued from pg. 1 

Humanities Commission and the Galveston Inde
pendent School District. She has published 
poems in numerous literary journals, such as 
American .Poetry Review, Inscape, Poetry Texas 
and Country Women. Originally from Arizona, 
Cheatham has read her poems in numerous Ari
zona universities and colleges. 

Ann Woodin, a Wellesley College graduate in 
English, has had two books published by Mac
millian. One of the books, Home is the Desert, 
was also published in England and became an 
Adventurers Club selection. In the Circle of the 
Sun was published in 1971. Woodin now lives in 
an artists' community in Arizona and continues 
to write as well as travel (Eastern Institute, 
Tassajara Zen Monastery). 

Paul Shuttleworth is a Writer-in-Residence 
and English instructor at College of the Main
land. His poems have appeared in numerous pub
lications, including Poetry Now, Dacotah Terri
tory, New Letters, Confrontation, Jeopardy, 
Loon, Chicago Tribune Magazine, Mississippi 
Valley Review, Texas Portfolio, The Ring, Box
ing Illustrated. Shuttleworth received his M.A. in 
Creative Writ1ng from San Francisco State Uni- , 
versity, where he st1:1died under writers Kay 
Boyle and William Dickey. 

Dwight Fullingim not only writes poetry, 
but also edits Texas Portfolio, an experimental 
journal of literature and art. His poems have ap
peared in Texas Stories and Po.ems, Aisling, 
Cedar Rock, Rocky Review, and Poetry Texas. 
His first chapbook was recently published by 
Poetry Texas. Fullingim holds a B.A. from Texas 
Tech and has done graduate work at the Univer
sity of Texas, Austin. 

The conference will begin at 9 am Saturday 
with a panel discussion by the participating writ
ers on "Writing Outside the Closet," or, getting 
one's work into publication. 

The group will break into individual work
shops on the various areas of writing at 10 am 
for individualized "give and take" with the writ
ers. A free box lunch will be provided at noon. 

At 1 pm, Wiseberg will lecture on "Writing 
for Broadway and Hollywood" and accompany 
his comments with a showing of his movie, "Son 
of Sinbad." 

At 5 pm, the group will be transported to a 

even at this early stage," Kendall observed. 
"They really have a feeling for the unique flavor 
of this drama." 

Breathing l~fe into original plays is not new 
to Kendall. He has produced more than 20. His 
two decades in the theatre are studded with act
ing and directing scholarship awards. For exam
ple, in 1968 his production of An Enemy of the 
People at the University of Texas was selected to 
be part of the first American College Theatre 
Festival in Washington, D.C. The Yale Review 
subsequently described it as the best production 
at the Festival. 

He has directed, acted and taught at the Uni
versity of Michigan ("'.here he completed all the 
requirements but the dissertation for doctorate); 
the famous Hedgerow Theatre School in Phila
delphia; University of Santa Barbara; UT; Open 
Circle Theatre in Toronto; University of South 
Dakota; Temple University (where he gained a 
B.S. degree in English and a M.A. degree in the
atre), State University College in Brockport, 
New York; Theatre 303, Santa Cruz; Duck Is
land Theatre Ensemble in Santa Cruz. 

"You know, this is a remarkable play for the 
period because it's about non-spectacular people 
who are trying to cope with evil in their midst," 
he explained. "There is no violence, no destruc
tion, no sex - just subtle relationships and peo
ple trying to find their way." 

He paused, then added with finality, "It's 
not only a very fine play, but it has actors who 
are able to connect with its essence." 

Anyone interested in joining the 

COM Chess Club 

contact Leonard Robinson at 938-0143. 
If enough people join, 

we will start meeting in the 
fall semester 1977. 

"WOOLF" AUDITIONS SET 

Auditions fur Mainland (&mmunity The
atre's production of "Who's Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf?" will be held on April 17 at 2:00 pm, 
and April 18 at 7:30 pm. 

Roles for Edward Albee's searing drama of a 
destructive sex duel are available for two men 
and two women between the ages of 20 to 50. 
The award-winning play will be directed by 
Richard Hoag, Director of Drama at LaMarque 
High School. 

Auditions are open to the community. Per
sons interested in assisting behind the scenes. are 
particularly needed, according to Jack Westin, 
Theatre Coordinator, especially persons with 
skills in carpentry and electronics. 

For additional information, please call 
938-1211, ext. 345. 

"If life hands you a lemon . .. make lemonade!" 

- Beverly Sills 

Galveston restaurant for dinner and then re
turned to the Arena Theatre for the world pre
miere of Aubrey Wiseberg's drama, "Second 
Floor Front." 

Suzanne Morris will begin Sunday's session 
with a talk on her experiences in writing Galves
ton, to be followed by dramatic readings of 
excerpts from her novel. Lunch will be followed 
by a poetry festival, at which Cheatham, 'Shut
tleworth and Fullingim will read from their 
work. 

Tuition for the two-day conference is $35, 
which includes lunch on Saturday, transporta
tion to Galveston for dinner, and a performance 
of Second Floor Front. 

Interested persons may register in COM's 
Records Office, Administration Building, be
tween the hours of 8 am to 8 pm, Monday 
through Thursday; 8 am to 5 pm, Friday. 

"This is a rare opportunity for anyone in
·terested in writing to get some very direct, per
sonalized attention from writers who have made 
it in the tough publishing field," observed 
Robert Handy, Director of General Adult Edu
cation and Community Services. "We're excited 
about bringing together a remarkable mix of 
very talented people for two stimulating days of 
interchange. Another best seller or prize-winning 
play may result from this nurturing climate." 

For additional information, please call 
938-1211, ext. 225. 
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BROADWAY TOUR SET 

Preparations for a New York Theatre Tour 
of Broadway are now being finalized, according 
to Robert T. Handy, director of Adult Educa
tion programs at College of the Mainland. 

Co-sponsored by General Adult Education 
and Mainland Community Theatre, the tour will 
last five days and four nights, May 11 through 
May 15, and provides for attendance at two 
Broadway productions ("Chorus Line" and "Sly 
Fox," starring George C. Scott), two off
Broadway shows, and a backstage theatre tour. 

The package tour includes all tickets for air 
transportation, hotel accommodations, ground 
transportation to and from airports, and show 
tickets. Ample · time for individual New York 
shopping and sightseeing has been arranged, ac-
cording to Handy. · 

"Community response to this tour has been 
more than expected," states Handy, "and we're 
looking into the possibility of a European trip 
next year." 

Reservations for the theatre tour are being 
handled through Braswell's Travel Agency in 
Texas City. The package price is $290. ·Further 
information is available by calling the Mainland 
Community Theatre office at 938-1211 ext. 
345. ' 

ECKERT AWARD NOMINEES 
SOUGHT 

Nominations for COM's H. K. "Griz" Eckert 
Award are now being accepted by the Citizen's 
Advisory Council, it was announced this week 
by Edward Ross, Chairman of the Award Com
mittee. 

The. annual awards, established in 1974, will 
go to a student, faculty, or staff meIJlber who 
best exemplifies COM's motto, "Humanhood 
through Brotherhood." 

Students, faculty, and staff members may 
nominate choices for the awards in an essay of 
100 words or less in which they outline the rea
sons for the nomination. Deadline for entries is 
5:00 pm April 23. Forms may be obtained at 
the Information Desk, College Center; 
-Vocational Office; Information Desk, Admin
istration Building. Nominations should be placed 
· bal10t-boxes t the-above locatiens. 

Awards will be presented at commencement 
exercises May 1 7. Recipients will each receive 
inscribed plaque. In addition, their names will be 
placed on a bronze plaque in the COM Board 
Room. 

Criteria to be considered in determining 
award recipients are: (1) Involvement in activi
ties that promote "Humanhood through Bro
therhood," (2) Active interest and activity in 
insuring that COM adheres to its ideals, ( 3) Lea
dership in bringing varies groups together in 
mutual understanding, and ( 4) Attributes of 
humanism, other-centeredness and open
mindedness. 

Entries will be judged by a committee com
posed of the President of COMEA, the college 
employees' organization; three members of the 
Citizens' Advisory Council; two members of 
COMEA, and two representatives from COMSA, 
the college student association. 

Members of the Citizens' Advisory Council 
are: Rev. Allan Anderson, L. T. Gordon, Ernest 
Toliver, Manuel Guajardo, Milton Johnson, Pat 
Padilla, Darryl Shankle, Herb Langford, Edward 
Ross, R. E. "Bud" Sanders, McKinnely Davis, 
Gary Griffin, Kurt Koopmann, Thelma Webber, 
and Dorothy Boyd. 

PET CANDLE® 
Florida's Answer to the Pet Rock. 
PET CANDLE comes to you with com
plete set of operating instructions to 
train your PET CANDLE to sit up, 
stand, light up, and fly. 
Available in Small, Medium, and Large Sizes. 

PET CANDLE 
110 Giralda Ave., Coral 
C Small $1.00 plus 
C Medium $2.00 plus 
C Large $3.00 plus 

Na'me 

' 
Address 

City 

Gables, Florida 33134 
50c postage & handling 
75c postage & handling 
95¢ postage & handling 

State Zip . 

1976. Pet Candle . Inc . 



COLCHADO NEW REC CHIEF 

A funny thing happened to Jose Colchado 
on his way to becoming an art educator - he 
detoured into the recreation field. 

As newly-appointed Coordinator of Recrea
tion Programs, Colchado is grateful to the U.S. 
Army for the shakeup in his carefully-laid plans. 
It was while he was stationed at Ft. Benning, 
Ga., that he became involved in the recreational 
program at the Arts and Crafts Center. 

"Even though I had just received my bache
lor's degree from Texas Tech in Art Education, I 
knew a quirk of fate had reshaped my life," 
Colchado observed. From Ft. Benning, he was 
sent to South Korea where, as a lieutenant in 
the infantry, he continued his active interest in 
recreation programs, and after the service, con
tinued that involvement. For five years, he 
worked for the City of El Paso, developing and 
supervising recreation programs. 

· "I feel very much at home at COM since my 
experience in El Paso gave me many opportuni
ties to work closely with community college 
programs," Colchado explained. "I also devel
oped an apnreciation for the critical role recrea
tion can play in the lives of college students." 

He added that he found it exciting and chal
lenging to be involved in the designing and shap
ing of programs at COM. 

"Providing recreational activities for college 
students, many of whom work their way 
through school, offers a tremendous amount of 
personal satisfaction," Colchado noted. 

The program currently provides for two 
adult basketball leagues, one youth basketball 
league, and one mixed volleyball league. In addi
tion, students participate in a number of tourna
ments, including volleyball and eight-ball. "First 
we motivate students to form teams, then we· 
locate opportunities for the teams to compete," 
he explained. 

Colchado lives in Clear Lake City with his 
wife and three children. His educational back
ground includes graduate work at Illinois State 
University. 

"Recreation played a big part in my life," 
declares Colchado, "and it has much to offer our 
students, whether they are going on for more 
education or moving directly into the world of 
work." 

RAPE ... continued from pg. 1 

the length of sentences rapists receive. 
Self-protection was explained by Evelyn 

Lancaster, a policewoman specializing in assaults 
against adult women. She expressed concern 
about the need for more education about rape. 

"The best protection a woman has at the 
time of an attack is her self-control," Lancaster 
said, "doing what she feels is right to defend her
self at the time." She pointed out that knowing 
a type of self-defense can't always help, and did 
say that women should hit the attacker in any 
vulnerable spot as soon as possible. 

Nora Mertz, a rape-victim advocate and 
BATFOR member, discussed myths of rape,em
phasizing that society often "makes rape more 
than it is or less than it is," using the Boston 
Strangler case as an example. 

Question-and-answer periods were held after 
each talk, with most-asked questions concerning 
laws and their improvement in order to protect
women. Participants also wanted to know why 
hospitals are said to turn rape victims away. 
Counseling and after-attack methods were also 
discussed. 

Bay Area Task Force on Rape can be 
reached through Crisis Hotline ( 488-7 222), and 
more information can be obtained from Parker 
at Harris County Health Department. 

BUSINESS OPPOR1UNIT"f 

S tuft Envelopes 
$25.00 PER HUNDRED 
Immediate Earnings 

Send $1.00 To: 
Envelopes Dept. 339A 

310 Franklin Street 
Boston.Mass. 02110 

EROBICS, EXERCISE FOR LIFE 

by Cindy Kelley 

Aerobics, not a new means of exercise, has 
ecently begun spreading among people who 

want to be physically and emotionally fit. 
A system devised by Dr_. Kenneth M. Cooper 

as exercise training for members of the U. S. Air 
Force, aerobics has so far been the most effec
tive program for those with cardiovascular di
sease. 

Recently revised and expanded for family 
use, the basic concept of aerobics has remained 
the same - to keep the body in shape. It aids in 
the bloodflow running freely through the cardio
vascular system, and keeps a constant supply of 
blood in the brain. 

COM's participation in the aerobics program 
includes PE 111, a required course for credit
hours students. The two most popular programs 
are jogging and swimming. A schedule of con
stant exercise is planned (based on the student's 
body build, strength, and attitude) and followed 
in a consecutive five-week period. 

Results of participation in aerobics include a 
more positive study and work attitude, less 
strain and tension, greater stamina and strength, 
increased joint flexibility, reduced chronic fa
tigue, and an improved and more efficient cir
culatory system. 

The trend toward exercise among Americans 
is growing, and people of all ages are participat
ing together in aerobics. 

GALVESTON COUNTY FAIR 
AND RODEO 

. by Sherry Mazoch 

Galveston County's Stock show and Rodeo 
will open April 16 and continue thru April 23 at 
Runge Park in Arcadia. 

"Our Rodeo is one of the best in the coun
try," stated Joe Doby, agricultural agent for Gal
veston County. "All spectators are allowed 
arena-side seats, enabling them to better observe 
Rodeo action, an attraction not afforded to 
spectators attending the Houston Rodeo held at 
the Astrodome." 

Doby added that, "The livestock exhibit and 
sale, including beef, lamb, swine, and poultry, 
provide an opportunity for the public to pur
chase outstanding meat at market prices." 

The schedule of County Fair's events in
clude: 

Santa Fe Trail Ride 
Rabbit Judging 
Market Swine, Lamb and 

Steer Judging 
Pet Show (other than Horses 

or animals used for meat) 
Scramble Events, Carnival, 

April 16, 17 
April 17 

April 19 

April 16 

and Rodeo April 21, 22, 23 
Ho~eShows April 16-24 

Quarter Horse April 16 
Appaloosa Horse April 17 
Paint Horse April 23 
All Breed (youth division) April 24 

"A parade will be held at 3:00 pm, April 16, 
to open the festivities of the County Fair," 
Doby said. "Anyone interested in participating 
in the parade must contact Cherie Rash in 
Arcadia no later than April 10." 

Prizes will be awarded to first, second and 
third place winners entering floats representing 
various community and school organizations. 
Doby added the parade will assemble in the 
Santa Fe High School parking lot, where float 

: entries will be judged at 1 :15 pm. 

HIGHTOWER ... continued from pg. 1 

felt the council attempted to deprive her of her 
right to freedom of speech. 

Only 10 percent of those COM students 
polled felt Houston City Council did the right 
thing in decreasing Hightower's salary. Another 
twenty percent of students had no comment to 
make on the issue, saying they lacked enough in
formation to make a decision. 

When polled students were divided into 
male/female categories, the statistics altered 
slightly. While the majority of both men and wo
men students supported Hightower, 60 percent 
of the men did, while a strong 80 percent of wo
men did. Some 20 percent of male students had 
no comment, and 20 percent more felt City 
Council did the right thing in decreasing High
tower's salary. The remaining 20 percent of 
COM women students had no comment on the 
subjed. 
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GALVESTON IN SUMMER 

by David Bible 

Galveston, sunsational island town of the 
Texas Gulf Coast, is most widely known for its 
beaches and its role in American history. 

Galveston is famous for its beaches, restau
rants, old homes, and landscape on the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

Several main beaches exist on Galveston 
Island. The most popular is West Beach, best for 
swimming, with a good sandy beach for football 
or relaxing. 

East Beach, similar to West Beach, is not as 
big or pupular. Stewart Beach has a few places 
to eat, and several night clubs. Galveston Island 
is also known for its seafood, and several restau
rants on the Seawall are noted for fine dinners. 
The most popular are Gaido's, The Balinese 
Room, and Thorne's, on the Strand in down
town Galveston. 

The historical importance of the island town 
was shown during the American Bicentennial, 
because of the numerous styles of architecture 
in Galveston's old homes. A Historical Homes 
tour includes Ashton Villa and the Bishop's 
Palace. 

From its sunny beaches to its old homes, 
Galveston has long enjoyed the reputation of be
ing a popular vacation spot. 

CLEAR LAKE C OF C SPONSORS 
GUINNESS RECORDS COMPETITION 

Not everyone can break records like baseball 
player Hank Aaron, but many do break a record 
and go down in history for it. The Clear Lake 
Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring attempts at 
setting Guinness World Records at the annual 
Lions Club Village Fair in League City May 7-8. 

Individuals and organizations had a March 
14 deadline to submit applications for participa
tion. Clear Lake C of C will obtain ideas and 
sponsors for these record events, to see how 
many Guinness Records can be broken within 
the two-day fair. Events will be held in Galves
ton County Park Pavilion on Hwy. 3, May 7-8, 
from noon to 9 pm each day. The Chamber will 
provide space and witnesses for record purposes. 
Sponsors of each event will bear costs of any 
supplies needed. 

The event, organized by the Area Promotion 
Committee of the Chamber, is chaired by Norm 
Wynn of The Boeing Company. Working with 
Wynn are Judy Delaney of Delaney's Interiors; 
Joan Mclnnis; B. W. Thomas of Farmer's Insur
ance; Nellwyn Harris of Deb's Fashions; Herb 
Harman of Rockwell International; attorney 
Dick Gregg; Mike Reeves of The Boeing Com
pany; and Nancy Baumann of Decker-McKim 
Realty. 

For additional information and entry forms, 
call Clear Lake C of C offices, 1201 NASA Rd. 
or call 488-7676. · 

"SALT GRASS POTTERS" 
PLAN ANNUAL SHOWING AT COM 

The COM based "Salt Grass Potters," a ver
satile group of hard-working potters, are setting 
up a collection of their work in the conversation 
pit at the COM administration building. 

This year's showing will have a new dimen
sion - displayed along with the exceptional pot
tery will be some beautiful sculpture. All items 
are for sale. This is a marvellous chance to pur
chase a one-of-a-kind item for your private col
lection, or a good reason to start one. 

The show will open Apr. 22 and last through 
April 29. The highlight will be a reception given 
by the potters on Monday, April 25, from 7 :00 
to 8:30 pm, at the above location. 

FLOWER SHOW SLATED 

Third Annual Standard Flower Show of the 
Gulf Coast Gardeners Forum will be held 
April 23 from 2 - 6 pm, and April 24 from 
1 - 6 pm in COM Student Center. 

The theme of the show is "The Magical 
Tube," wi~h class titles taken from current tele
vision shows. Admission is free to the public. 

For more information call Mrs. Robert 
Gordy ( 4 7 4-3468) or Mrs. J. K. Darney 
(935-6016) or write Sylvia Kinzler, Publicity 
Chairman, 107 Pine Shadows Drive, Seabrook, 
Texas 77586. 
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KORALEWSKI MOVES 
TO OUST MILLS 
by Cheryl Henderson 

The February 23, 1977, minutes of the 
COM Student Association revealed that Michael 
Koralewski, Vice-President for Administrative 
Service, made the motion to remove Dudley 
Mills, another vice-president of COMSA, from 
office. The motion was seconded by Kevin Bier
man, but the vote was tabled until the next 
meeting. The minutes did not state why Kor
alewski sought Mills' removal. Mills resigned on 
March 2, 1977. 

Koralewski's plans for his second year at 
COM now include running for President of the 
COM Student Association. Though hesitant to 

· discuss his campaign format, Koralewski did say 
he would "broaden COMS_A through increased 
student involvement, to implement extended 
campus activities. I do plan to be more educated 
in the duties of office to better serve and to be 
more available to students, with publicity and 
general increased \iWareness." 

"I really care about student activities and 
getting students involved. I would like to see 
COM's philosophy of humanhood through 
brotherhood upheld," said Koralewski. 

Koralewski feels the COM Student Associa
tion fills a definite need "to ad as a source of 
input and as a guide to proper administration 
for students with problems that involve school 
administration. COMSA also handles formation 

ubs, and tries to explain college proceo.ure, 
student law, and campus policy to those with 
questions." 

Koralewski is beginning his second year at 
COM and is majoring in Biology. He is active in 
the Student Association and toured on high 
school campuses to talk to juniors and seniors. 
He has helped to develop·the music program for 
the College Center. 

STUDENT LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ASSOCIATION ESTABLISHED 
FOR RECRUITMENT 

A Law Enforcemenc Student Association has 
been established by students enrolled in COM's 
Division of Law Enforcement. 

The goal of the group will be to further pro
fessionalism in diverse fields of law enforcement. 
The association will schedule leaders in the field 
of Criminal Justice to speak at meetings, offer
ing students information not available in regular 
academic classes. In addition, the association 
will assist in recruitment of students into the 
degree program and pr-Qfessional law enforce
ment officers into service. 

Terry Caulk will serve as temporary presi
dent and Cheryl Lab by, temporary secretary
treasurer. Steve Huchier, Mike Jez and James 
Biery will draft the constitution and bylaws of 
the organization. A program of formal and social 
functions is being planned by the officers. 

The association will serve as a natural bridge 
between the student and the "world of work" in 
the law enforcement field, according to Charles 
c'. Mahaney, Chairman of the Division of Law 
Enforcement, sponsor of the new group. 

SECRETARY TEST 

COM will serve as an Examination Center for 
the 1977 annual Certified Professional Secretary 
Examination on May 6 and 7, according to an 
announcement by Roy L. Walker, Chief Exam
iner and Testing Center counselor. 

COM will be one of more than 20 centers 
for the two-day, six-part examination, which ap
proximately 5,000 secretaries will take through
out the United States, Canada, Puerto Rico, and 
Jamaica. 

To date, 10,059 have earned the right to use 
the CPS designation by passing the six parts of 

. •. continued on page 2 

COM COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM 

MAY 17, 1977 
7:30 P.M. 

Processional COM Lab Band 

Blessing of the Occasion The Reverend Robert E. 
Graham, First Presbyterian 
Church, Dickinson 

Choral Selections College of the Mainland Sing
ers, Larry Stanley, Director 

Welcome Dr. Fred A. Taylor, President, 
College of the Mainland 

Introduction of Platforin Bill Whitener, President, Col
Guests lege of the Mainland Student 

Association 

Addresses by 4 Students 

Certification of Candi
dates 

Dr. Donald F. Mortvedt, 
Dean of Instruction, College 
of the Mainland 

Presentation 0f Dinlnm'ls Dr Fred A Taylo", P.resk'ent, 
COM 

Student Awards 

Staff Appreciation 
Award- Student Assn. 

H. K. "Griz" Eckert 
Award 

Benedi<:_tion 

Recessional 

Dr. Fern R. Ramirez, Dean of 
Student and College Services, 
College of the Mainland 

Bill Whitener, President 
COMSA 

Herbert B. Langford, Presi
dent, Citizens' Advisory Com
mittee, COM 

The Reverend E. J. Davis, Jr., 
Pastor, First United Metho
dist Church of LaMarque 

COM Lab Band 

A reception will be held in the College Center im-
mediately following commencement exercises. · 

FESTIVAL DE CINCO 
DE MAYO AT COM 
by Lori Smith 

COM's Cinco De Mayo celebration was held 
May 1, 1977, in the Learning Resources Center 
and Physical Education Complex. The festivities 
began at 12:30 pm and ended at 6;00 pm. 

Festival De Cinco pe Mayo commemorates 
the victory of Mexican forces, led by General 
Ignacio Zarogoza, born in Goliad, Texas, over 
French forces led by General Lorencez, in 
Puebla, Mexico, on May 5, 1862. 

Final victory by Mexicans over the forces of 
Archduke Maximilian and Empress Carlotta 
didn't occur until 1867 under the leadership of 
Benito Juarez. 

The initial Mexican victory in May 1862 pro
continued on page 2 
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FINAL ELECTION -RETURNS 
by Greg Koester 

On April 2, COM held an election for Posi
tion 5, 6, and 7 candidates of the Board of 
Trustees for the college. 

Candidates were Carmen Anderson and Veta 
Winick for Position 5. In Position 6 were John 
Cox and Raul (Pat) Padilla. James Simpson, 
Dean Allen, and Sherman Warner competed for 
Position 7. 

Winners were Carmen Anderson, a housewife 
and mother of three children. Anderson is a 
full-time student and substitute teacher for all 
grades. Anderson works for Presbvterian 
churches and in other community activities in · 
Texas City where she resides. As a member of 
the Board, Anderson plans to continue progress 
for higher education, and career technical
vocational training for the rapidly changing and 
growing college and its surrounding communi
ties. 

John Cox, Position 6 winner, is a banker, 
the father of three daughters, and a former 
teacher with the Texas City school district. In
structor for several American Institute of Bank
ing courses, he is active in Texas City Jaycees, 
the Chamber of Commerce, United Fund, and 
American Red Cross. Cox, a reelected COM 
board member, plans to continue to strive for 
quality education in all areas and to improve 
communications between administration, facul
ty, and students. 

_Positio..., 7 winner James Simpson is a law
yer, a former Air Force pilot in World War II, 
Special Agent in the FBI, was reelected to the 
board. In 1975, Simpson was president of the 
Association of Junior College Trustees and Ad
ministrators of Texas. He plans to continue im
proving the level of education, improve teach
ers' salaries and working conditions, and 
provide an atmosphere in which the teacher
learning process can best occur. 

FOREIGN POLICY ASSOCIATION 
GIVES POLL RESULTS 

Most Americans oppose U. S. military, 
involvement in Rhodesia even if the Soviet 
Union or Cuba intervenes, support continued 
U. S. mediation efforts toward achieving black 
majority rule in Rhodesia, and oppose apart
heid in South Africa but would not sever politi
cal and economic ties with that country. 

These are among results of a nation-wide 
poll of participants taking part in the Foreign 
Policy Association's "Great Decisions '77" 
Foreign policy discussion groups. 

The poll of participants in COM Foreign 
Policy group meeting revealed the same results, 
according to Bob Handy, state coordinator of 
the program. 

Almost two-thirds oj the respondents 
thought that the United States should continue 
mediation efforts toward achieving black major
ity rule in Rhodesia. Another 19 percent said 

BIRTH CONTROL SEMINAR 
by Teri Crook 

continued on page 3 

Planned Parenthood of Galveston County 
and COM's newly-formed women's council are 
holding a seminar Tuesday, May 24, in the Col
lege Center, Room A 1491

, at 7 :30 pm. New 
methods of birth control, and alternatives to the 
pill are topics of the seminar. 

Wanda Ford, Family Planning Social Worker, 
and Betty Landgraft, Family Planning Adminis
trator from GCPP, will discuss new methods 
used as effective birth control for both men and 
women. Services offered by Galveston County 
Chapter of Planned Parenthood will be outlined, 
after which there will be a brief question and 
answer session. 

For more information, call 938-1211, ext. 
443 . 

OCT 11 1977 
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vided Mexican liberal forces with the inspiration 
to continue fighting against foreign invaders. To 
this day, Cinco De Mayo is a symbol of struggle 
for justice on the part of those of Mexican
American heritage residing on both sides of the 
border. 

I~ II) I 1r ~o 112 II A\ IL 
Mexican food was prepared by Mexican

American Civic Organization of the college dis
trict, with proceeds to go largely toward scholar
ship funds. The program consisted of a marimba 
band from the Mexican state of Chiapas, a sp~-

It does get hot with these hats on ! 

cial videotape presentation on the social aspects 
of rural Mexico during the Mexican Revolution, 
folk dancing and a special program by Chicano 
children of the Mexican-American community. 
Special guest speaker for the program was Elma 
Barrera of Eyewitness News, Channel 13, Hou
ston. At 2:30 pm a pinata was presented for the 
children. 

SIXTH ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR 
IN KERRVILLE 

Kerrville's sixth annual Texas State Arts and 
Crafts Fair is slated for Memorial Day Weekend, 
May 28-29-30. The fair grounds, on the 
Schreiner College campus, are shaded with 
ancient oak trees and plenty of free parking is 
available. 

Fair patrons will see quality workmanship 
and reasonable prices for work of over two hun
dred strictly juried Texas artisans. All demon
strations, exhibits, musical concerts, and in
formal entertainment are free to fair ticket 
holders. Good Texas cooking gets an important 
share of visitor attention, for it is rerognized as 
the best outdoor event. 

A special Pioneer Village area invites new 
interest in crafts that shaped early Texas. A 
sheep is sheared, the wool carded, then turned 
to yarn on a spiI:ming wheel. The yarn is dyed 
with natural dyes and dried on spedal racks. 
The yarns are then woven on hand looms. Such 
complete attention to detail is also shown in 
pottery making, blacksmithing, leather work, 
paper making, needlework and musical instru
ment making. 

Fair hours are 10 am to 8 pm on Saturday 
and Sunday, and 10 am to 6 pm on Monday, 
May 28-29-30. For more information, write 
Texas Arts and Crafts Foundation, P. 0. Box 
1527, Kerrville, Texas 78028. 

The Case Against College · 

by Sherry Mazoch, Editor 

Is a college education essential to get train
ing and skills for an occupation? 

If students believe that college isn't neces
sarily good for them, they won't stay for the 
general good of mankind. Young people may be 
more altruistic than their elders, but won't 
spend four years at hard intellectual labor for 
the advancement of human capability in society 
at large, one of many purposes of higher educa
tion invoked by a Carnegie Commission report. 

No great number of college students attend 
institutions of higher education to improve na
tional defense, increase the gross national pro
duct, improve automobile safety, or lower the 

SECRETARY TEST, cont. from pg. 1 

the examination. Those six parts include En
vironmental Relationships in Business, Business 
and Public Policy, Economics and Management, 
Financial Analysis and the Mathematics of Busi
ness, Communications and Decision Making, and 
Office Procedures. · 

The examination is open to all secretaries 
who meet specific educational requirements, 
plus a certain number of years of verified secre
tarial experience. Applications for the 1978 
examination are now being accepted by the 
Institute for Certifying Secretaries, 2440 Persh
ing Road, Suite G-10, Kansas City, Missouri 
64108. 

TIME ANNOUNCES 
NATIONAL PHOTO CONTEST 

Images of TIME, Past, present and Future is 
the theme for a national photography contest 
announced by Time Magazine, Publisher Ralph 
P. Davidson. · 

A grand prize of $1,000 will be awarded for 
the best photograph of nature, people, places, 
events or objects by an amateur photographer, 
in color or black and white. Second prize is 
$500, and three third i:>rize winners will receive 
$250 each. onora e mentions will receive the 
LIFE Library of Photography. 

Prize-winning photographs will be selected 
· by a panel of judges consisting of world-renown 
photographer Alfred Eisenstaedt, former White 
House photographer David Kennerly, and Lee 
Jones, editor of Magnum Photos. The winning 
photographs will be published in a special adver-

. tising section on photography entitled "Photo
graphy: The Universal Language" in Time's 
November 28, 1977, issue. 

Deadline for entries is September 1, 1977. 
For contest information or entry forms, write 
to: Marilyn Maccio, Time Magazine, Time & Life 
Building, Rockefeller Center, New York, N.Y. 
10020. 

INTERCOM STAFF EVALUATES ITSELF 

by Cheryl Henderson 

Revival of COM's student newspaper has 
been a learning, rewarding experience for the 
InterCOM staff, a recent poll reveals. Unani
mously, the InterCOM staff felt they have bene
fitted from their participation with InterCOM. 

David Bible: "There have been several re
warding experiences in working on InterCOM. I 
feel my writing will be better in the future and 
the material printed has reflected more of the 
college's workings. Some of the finer moments 
have been the Bill Whitener story, student feed
back on the Dudley Mills story." 

Sharyl Harper: "My most rewarding exper
ience in working with the InterCOM was to be 
able to create an editorial and produce articles 
of interest for the paper. I also enjoyed working 
and learning with the staff. The most exciting 
part of the semester was when we produced the 
first issue and I had a contribution in it. The re
sponse of the students toward the paper was also 
good." 

Teri Crook: "Finding out about the interest
ing exhibitions, seminars, and organizations on 
campus you can get involved in has been my 
best experience in working on InterCOM." 

Cindy Kelley: "I had to discipline myself 
to get out and seek information, then turn 
around and put it into words for a story. I feel 

there is still too much censorship within COM 
and the community, especially when I could not 
use the word 'hustler' in the title of a story. I 
especially enjoyed my second semester with Kit 
van Cleave and the staff. They are all bright and 
eager to be good writers, and I see prosperous 
futures for them all." 

Greg Koester: "My most rewarding exper
ience while working on the InterCOM was meet
ing people and writing a good article on those 
people. I can also write on something I enjoy, 
such as sports, mu-sic and entertainment." 

Sherry Mazoch: "I have learned to never 
underestimate the power of the press, or student 
initiative. It has been a rewarding experience to 
be associated with talented classmates, as well as 
having the benefit of such superior instruction. 
Above all, I have developed an awareness of my
self and my capabilities." 

Lori Smith: "I think my most rewarding ex
perience has been the unity of the class on a 
project. I came into this class as an individual. 
Within weeks I felt a· continuity that wasn't 
present in my other classes. Working, support
ing and encouraging my fellow students, having 
them do the same for me, has given me a new 
concept of college life. 

Marian J. Stein: "My most rewarding exper
ience overall has been getting involved with peo-

crime rate. For the most part, these students are 
simply trying to attain or improve job skills . . 
Education involves the age-old principle of put
ting bread on the table, and affording the lux
ury of purchasing fuel for our Volkswagens. 

Research reveals the job market for college 
grads is dramatically lower than the annual out
put of students graduating from colleges and 
universities. By 1980 our degrees may not buy 
us the price of a cup of coffee, particularly at 
today's market prices. 

Escalating costs of higher education and 
declining emphasis of prestige colleges will con
tinue to detour would-be enrollees. More high 
school grads, men and women, will replace 
books with hard hats as the 1976 peak in college 

1enrollment begins its descent. 

CENSUS BUREAU PREDICTS 
DECLINE IN ENROLLMENT 

by Sherry Mazoch 

Total enrollments at all higher education 
institutions in fall 1976 decreased over the fall 
of 1975 by approximately 5 percent. . 

Enrollment by part-time students increased 
by 3.7 percent, compared with a 15 percent gain 
last year. Nationwide, 1976-77 enrollment will 
peak; thereafter the number of graduates will 
decline. 

Although an average college graduate can ex
pect to earn more in lifetime income than an 
average high school grad not attending college, 
the economic status of college graduates is deter
iorating by most relevant measures. 

The percentage of black youths going to col
lege has continued to increase during the 1970s, 
while_ the percentage of college-bound whites has 
declined, U. S. Census Bureau reports. The per
centage of 18- to 24-year-old blacks in college 
increased from 15 percent in 1970 to 18 percent 
in 1974, says the bureau. During the same per-
iod, the percentage of whites in the same age 
group who enrolled in college dropped from 27 
percen o 25 percent. ------•..1. 

Male enrollment decreased in the fall of 
1976, while female enrollment increased at both 
private and public institutions . 

COM's male enrollment decreased last year, 
while female enrollment has increased. Research 
revealed a significant theory as to why female 
enrollment is up. The participation rate of 
women in the labor force is greater, and the de-
mand for educational opportunity for women 
increased as well. 

One explanation is that the largest increase 
in the proportion of jobs for women between 
1959 and 1971 was in clerical and other posi
tions traditionally not requiring a degree. 

ple. InterCOM has led me to people that I would 
never have gotten involved with otherwise. I 
have become more aware of the problems con
nected with the college. When I first came to 
COM, I thought this was a quiet, easygoing, sun
ny college. I found out after working on 
InterCOM, it's not. It has its problems, but these 
are under the surface. My biggest concern as a 
student here was the lack of communication. I 
feel that InterCOM has gone a long way in solv
ing that problem. " 

~~ 

r------------------------------------~ I 

: · FILM FESTIVAL POLL 
I 

: D I do not want a COM Film Festival. 

D I would like COM to have a Film Festival, 
open to the community, on the follow
ing conditions: 

D On a weeknight 
D On Friday night 
D On Saturday night 
D On Sunday night 

D New American films 
D New Foreign films 
D Old American films 
D Old Foreign films 

• At7pm • At 7:30 pm 
• At8pm 

D With a 50¢ fee 
D With a $1 fee 

Please clip and place in InterCOM Box in the 
Student Center, or return to InterCOM, Hu
manities Division. 

-------------------------------------



STATE REPRESENTATIVE SPEAKS AT CHAMBER BANQUET 

by Sharyl Denise Harper 

State Representative Anthony B. Hall was 
guest speaker at the third annual LaMarque 
Chamber of Commerce Banquet at the Holiday 
Inn in Texas City. 

From the theme of "building a better com
munity," Hall pointed out the aspects of a good 
community. 

"We must remember our most fundamental 
teachings and institutions. The most important 
of these, the one that we can call most singular
ly ours, is the black church," Hall said. 

"It is the richest institution we own. We sup
port it, we control it, we run it. It's ours. In 
early history, it was the only place we were 
allowed to meet and learn. I think we have a 
duty to institutions like that," Hall said. 

Another duty people have to establish a bet
ter community is to refine educational quality. 
He pointed out that a liberal arts degree wasn't 
necessary to determine a person's success. 

"What we need in education is for everyone 

Spanish Music for Everyone! 

SUMMER SHOWS AT COM 

by Teri Crook 

Mainland Community Theatre's production 
of Edward Albee's Who's Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf? will run June 2-18 on Thursdays, Fri
days, and Saturdays. Carole Brandt, Kevin Frye, 
Margaret Bairn, and Scott Pollard are cast in this 
award-winning drama. 

Richard Hoag, guest director, says, "I think 
it wiil be one of the best productions ever at 
COM." Hoag is director of drama at LaMarque 
High School. 

Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, the object 
of many literary interpretations and psycho
logical analyses, continues to be a controversial 
play. Scholars have speculated that the title role 
of Martha was originally written for a man. 
Oth_ers suggest that Martha and George represent 
the first presidential family, the Washingtons. 

Hoag seems confident that Allbee's rich 
script and the talented actors will provide an 
excellent production. 

Camelot is the second summer production 
for COM's Community Theatre. Auditions for 
Camelot are scheduled for M_ay 15, 16, 22, and 
23, Sundays at 2 pm and Mondays at 7 pm. 

Mainland Community Theatre's Bea 
Weberlein says a large cast is needed, and no ex
perience is necessary. Persons interested in 
behind-the-scenes work are needed for lighting, 
orchestration, set building, and painting. 

Camelot, directed by Jack Westin, will be 
performed July 14 through August 13, Thurs
days to Saturdays, at 8 pm. For additional 
information; call 938-1211, ext. 345. 

THREE MAN TOURNAMENT WINNERS 
Leon Spikes led this three-man basketball 

team to an easy victory in the tournament held 
March 23 at COM gym. Neal Calvert and Larry 
Tobin rounded out the winning team. 

A total of fourteen teams were present at 
7 pm. when the action began. The second place 
team made up of Scott Sokal, Pete Vandzande 
and Robert Cullen, played a close game against 
the eventual first place winner, but Spike's 
height and strength proved too awesome to 
overcome. 

FACULTY ART SHOW SET 

COM's faculty artists show will be held at 
the Galveston Arts Center May 7 through June 2. 
An opening reception will be held for the gen
eral public May 7, 7 -9 pm. · 

James Templer, art instructor, Carol Veth, 
art instructor and coordinator of COM 's Gallery, 
and Odette Rueben, instructor and award
winning watercolorist, will exhibit their work at 
the Studio on the Strand, 2114 Strand, Galves
ton. 

to know how to measure, add and subtract, fiH 
out applications, so the members of our com
munity can contribute," he said. 

Another factor which would contribute to 
the betterment of the community is economic 
viability. Hall stated that it isn't too complicated 
for businessmen to keep their services respect
able and the business clean, but if they do, the 
public should become patrons to help them sur
vive in the free enterprise system. 

The strengths of an efficient community, 
Hall said, should follow "the commitment we 
have to the development of our young folks." 
The future lies in the hands of young people, 
and it's up to older citizens to give youth coun
seling and guidance, and to encourage them to 
be respectable people. 

"We all got where we are because our par
ents helped us and guided us. If we don't guide 
our young folks, the LaMarque·, Texas City, or 
Houston police departments will," Hall con
cluded. 

FOREIGN P01,ICY, cont. from pg. 1 

they would go along with such a policy, without 
enthusiasm. Only 11 percent opposed mediation 
efforts, and seven percent had no opinion. 

Similarly, over 60 percent felt that this 
country should continue to maintain "cool and 
correct" relations with South Africa, while op
posing its _apartheid policy. Over 50 percent 
would work closely with South Africa for re
gional stability. When asked specifically whether 
the United States should sever political and 
economic ties with the Pertoria regime ·until it 
abandoned apartheid, 57 percent were opposed. 
And over half favored working through diplo
matic channels to achieve independence for 
Namibia (South-West Africa). A respondent 
from California typified the prevailing cautious 
views, "A void conflict or confrontation - try to 
be helpful without showing partiality." 

Members of the discussion groups are clearly 
opposed to U. S. military involvement in South
ern Africa. Close to half ( 45 percent) opt against 
U. S. military involvement in Rhodesia even if 
the Soviet Union or Cuba should intervene 
there. Only 18 percent would actively approve 

~such a U. S. response, and another 20 percent 
would go along without enthusiasm. 

COl\1 SURVEY REVEALS 
INTEREST IN SPIRITUALISM 
by Sherry Mazoch and Lori Smith 

A recent survey of College of the Mainland 
students revealed an unquestionable interest in 
mystics and spiritualists. Nine out of 10 students 
said if they knew a local fortune-teller they would 

· be inclined to go to visit her for a reading. Stu-
dents indicated they felt card readers were the 
most accurate fortune-tellers. 

Precognition (the ability to foresee the fu
ture), telepathy (mental communication between 
two or more minds), and clairvoyance (knowledge 
of events that happen elsewhere) are all subcate
gories of "extrasensory perception." 

Fortune-telling's many styles are changing 
with the times. Teacup readers are less popular at 
the · moment than cocktail scanners. Grapholo
gists, who see a person's character and desires in 
handwriting, are in. Hydromancers see visions in a 
bowl of water or even a cup of hot chocolate, and 
say melting wax from a lit candle falling into a 
dish of water can give insight to your past and 
future. Two student reporters were sent to exper
ience the phenomenon, and brought back the 
following report. - Ed. 

A typical grandmother in her late sixties 
comes to the door. Serene, pleasant, and confi
dent, she works in a simple undecorated room 
with no significance to fortune-telling other than 
privacy. The atmosphere was not that of a crystal
ball-centered, candle-lit room. Four chairs, a small 
table, and a very old piano were the only pieces 
of furniture in the tiny room. Her cards, a bit tat
tered and yellowed with age, are an ordinary play
ing deck, not the Tarot cards used by a medium. 
The grandmother image changes slightly as her 
nimble fingers shuffle cards like a seasoned black
jack dealer. While the cards are being , prepared 
to tell their story, she may give you a silent wink 
as a reminder that earlier you agreed to answer, 
without elaboration, any questions she asks so as 
to refrain from giving her any information leading 
into our past or present. 

She places the shuffled deck on the small card 
table, then requests that you write one question 
on a ·tiny piece of paper and put it on the table 
within her view. You cut the deck of cards into 
five stacks. She reads each card as it falls in the 

CULWELL BUILDS NEW CAREER 
AS PRINTER 

When Judy Culwell dropped out of school 
before graduation to get married, she never 
dreamed, even in her wildest fantasies, that she 
would end up touring Europe as part of a group 
studying printing facilities. 

But COM has a remarkable history of alter
ing people's lives - a fact Culwell did not realize 
when she enrolled in a GED class to earn her 
high school equivalency certificate. 

After completing the GED program, Culwell 
registered in COl\.f s graphic arts/printing pro
gram and earned her diploma in the spring of 
1973, carrying an academic load of 21 hours 
with straight A's. She transferred to Southwest 
Texas State in the Spring of 1974, then enrolled 
·at Sam Houston State University because of its 
superior printing program. 

Culwell plans to receive this summer her BA 
degree in Fine Arts, with a specialization in 
printmaking and a minor in printing. The last 
year of her studies is being completed under a 
scholarship awarded by the Southwest School of 
Printing. 

Culwell juggles a range of activities with her 
studies. She works as a layout artist for SHSU 
as well as a local printing firm, and is President 
of the Pica Club, a campus organization for 
printing students. Culwell was also selected as a 
member of a study group which toured printing 
facilities in London and Paris during the Christ
mas holidays. 

$andra Devall, Culwell's printing instructor 
at COM, notes Judy was an outstanding student 
who combined technical expertise with artistic 
talent. 

"She may have taken a detour when she 
dropped out of high school, but she has man
aged to forge ahead of many who went directly 
into college," commented Devall. "She is one of 
the most talented and committed students I 
have ever had in my classes." 

May 12 Badminton Tournament - 8 pm COM Gym 
Register at the PE Office or be at the Gym at 8 

May 18 8-Ball Pool Tournament - 7 pm, Room 112 in the 
Gym . 

May 21 Judo Tournament - Contact Dale Moore for infor
mation 

May 23 Singles Table Tennis Tournament - 7 pm, Rm. 112 
in the gym - Sign up at the PE Office or be in Rm. 
112 at 7 

May 25 Doubles Table Tennis Tournament· 7 pm, Room 
112 in the gym · Sign up in the PE office or be in 
Room112at7 

stack, with incredibly steady hands, scribbling on 
small pieces of paper names, dates, and places 
which bear significance to your life. She may 
mention a few names unfamiliar to you, explain
ing that these names would soon appear in the 
future. Seeming almost telepathic, her guesses 
prove to be quite accurate. Proceeding to turn up 
cards from the first to the last stacks, she pauses 
occasionally, holding up five cards, advising you 
to choose one of them and simultaneously ask a 
question of her. She says she can see people and 
events. She claims to experience some pain in 
her limbs due to the influence of a person she'd 
made reference to earlier in the reading. She is 
almost hesitant at times to call a particular card 
like the ace of spades, but nudges it aside as she 
lays it down, implying it to be a bad omen. She 
elaborates on matters of marriage, money, career, 
children, health, friends and family, sometimes 
with uncanny accuracy. 

You're given the option to keep the pieces of 
paper upon which she scribbled while she read 
the cards. She'll walk you to the door, bidding 
goodbye; and saying in a cheerful voice, "Good 
luck to you.'' After you examine the scribbled 
papers, you'll find her handwriting is difficult, 
if not impossible, to read. A few numbers and 
names may be legible, but most of it was a jum
bled mess of words hard to decipher, as a for-· 
eign code. 

Much of the information given could be appli
cable to most people, and the card-reader may be 
more clever than clairvoyant. Her perceptiveness 
and careful observation are certainly valuable 
tools with which she can create an illusion. 

Seeing another spiritualist gives an interesting 
comparison. One local palm-reader advt)rtises her 
business extensively. She may read palms in her 
kitchen, explaining that her chapel is being re
decorated. A younger woman, the palm-reader is 
dressed in gypsy attire. Gazing into your palm, 
she begins reading with a script-like dialogue that 
continued throughout. Card-reading, if the reader 
is serious, bears investigating, but the palm-reader 
seems to be a clever woman who has designed a 
lucrative business to lure troubled souls or curi
osity seekers. 
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Enrolling in College. of the Mainland's Summer· Sessions 
SUMMER I SCHEDULE -MAY 31 -JULY 5 
Acct 241.01 8:30-10:50 am MTWThF Prinof Accounting 
Acct 242.01 11:00- 1:30 pm MTWThF Prin of Accounting 
Art 131.01 8:00-10:50 am MTWThF Basic Design I 
Art 133.01 12:30- 3:20 pm MTWThF Basic Drawing I 
Auto 165.21 5:45-10:45 pm MTWThF Auto Air Cond 
BMath 141.01 8:00-10:30am MTWThF BMath&CalcMach 
B Psy 231.01 5:45- 9:35 pm T Th Bus Psychology 
Bio 131.01 8:00-10:50 am MTWThF General Biology 
Bio 141.02 11:00- 1:50 pm MTWThF General Biology 
Chem 141.01 8:00-10:50 am MTWThF Gen lnorgChem 
Chem 145.01 11:00-12:20 pm MTWThF Introductory Chem 
Co Sci 131.01 12:30- 1 :50 pm MTWThF lntrdy Comp. Sci 
Co Sci 131.02 5:45- 9:35 pm M W lntrdy Comp. Sci 
CoSci 141.01 12:30- 1:50pm MTWThF AlgorithmicProcess 
Co Sci 141.02 5:45- 9:35 pm M W Algorithmic Process 

1co-op 241.01 TBA W Acct Sem & Wk Exp 
241.02 TBA W Bank Sem & Wk Exp 
241.03 TBA W Comp DP & Wk Exp 
241.04 TBA W Mkt Sem & Wk Exp 
241,05 TBA W Mgt Sem & Wk Exp 
241.06 TBA W RE Sem & Wk Exp 
241.07 TBA W Seel Sem & Wk Exp 

1Co-op 242.01 TBA W Acct Sem & Wk Exp 
242.02 TBA W Bank Sem & Wk Exp 
242.03 TBA W Comp DP & Wk Exp 
242.04 TBA W Mkt Sem & Wk Exp 
242.05 TBA W Mgt Sem & Wk Exp 
242.06 TBA W RE Sem & Wk Exp 
242.07 TBA W Seel Sem & Wk Exp 

1co-op 243.01 TBA W Acct Sem & Wk Exp 

3co-op 
3co-op 
3co-op 
Com 

lOcom 

243.02 TBA W Bank Sem & Wk Exp 
243.03 TBA W Comp DP & Wk Exp 
243.04 TBA W MktSem& Wk_Exp 
243.05 TBA W Mgt Sem & Wk Exp 
243.06 TBA W RE Sem & Wk Exp 
243.07 TBA W Seel Sem & Wk Exp 
247.01 TBA TBA Sem & Field Exp 
248.01 TBA TBA Sem & Field Exp 
249.01 TBA TBA Sem & Field Exp 
113.01 11:00-12:20 pm MTWThF Developm. Writing 
114.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF Individualized Read 

Com 133.01 5:45- 7:35 pm MTWTh Writing lmprovemt 
Com 134.01 8:00- 9:20 am MTWThF Reading lmprovemt 

134.02 11:00-12:20 pm MTWThF Reading lmprovemt 
134.03 5:45- 7:35 pm MTWTh Reading lmprovemt 

Draft 
6Egr 
9Egr 

Eng 

134.04 7:45- 9:35 pm MTWTh Reading lmprovemt 
136.01 9:30-12:20 pm MTWThF Arch Draw I 
II 1.01 2:00- 3:20 pm T Th Careers in Engineer 
II 1.02 5:45- 7:05 pm MTWTh Careers in Engineer 
131.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF Comp Rhet,in Common 
131.02 II:00-12:20 pm MTWThF Comp RhetinCommun 
131.03 12:30- 1:50 pm MTWThF Comp RhetinCommun 
131.04 5:45- 7:35 pm MTWTh Comp RhetinCommun 
131.05 7:45- 9:35 pm MTWTh Comp RhetinCommun 
131.06 7:45- 9:35 pm MTWTh Comp RhetinCommun 

Eng 132.01 5:45- 7:35 pm MTWTh Comp and Reading 
Eng 231.01 II:00-12:20pm MTWThF LitEngSpeakPeople 

Eng 
GA 

4HD 
5HD 
HD 

HD 

231.02 5:45- 7:35 pm MTWTh Lit Eng Speak People 
231.03 7:45- 9:35 pm MTWTh LitEngSpeakPeople 
232.01 7:45- 9:35 pm MTWTh Lit Eng Speak People 
145.01 9:30-12:20pm MTWThF Fund layout& Des 
II0.03 5:45- 7:35 pm MTWTh Career Dec./Women 
II0.04 12:30- 1:50 pm M W Career Dec./Women 
132.01 1:00- 4:30pm M Th HumanPotent!lll Sem 
132.02 9:00-12:30 pm T F Human Potential Sem 
135.01 II:00-12:20pm MTWThF Educat&CareerPlan 

Hist 135.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF US History 
135.02 11:00-12:20 pm MTWThF US History 
135.03 5:45- 7:35 pm MTWTh US History 
135.04 5:45- 7:35 pm MTWTh US History 
135.05 7:45- 9:35 pm MTWTh US History 

Hist 136.01 9:30-10:SO am MTWThF US History 

LE 

LE 

136.02 12:30- 1:50 pm MTWThF US History 
136.03 7:45- 9:35 pm MTWTh US History 
134.01 12:30- 1:50 pm MTWThF Crim Investigations 
134.21 5:45- 7:35 pm MTWTh Crim Investigations 
232.01 11:00-12:20 pm MTWThF Pol Role Crime Delnq 
232.21 7:45- 9:35pm MTWThF PolRoleCrimeDelnq 

Math 130.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF Fund of Mathematics 
8:00- 9:20 am T F 

130.02 11:00-12:20 pm MTWThF Fund of Mathem;:tics 
12:30- 1:50 pm M W 

130.03 2:00- 3 :20 pm MTWThF Fund of Mathematics 
12:30- 1:50 pm T Th 

Math 131.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF Fund of Mathematics 
8:00- 9:20 am T F 

131.02 11:00-12:20 pm MTWThF Fund of Mathematics 
12:30- 1:50 pm M W 

131.03 2:00- 3:20 pm MTWThF Fund of Mathematics 
12:30- 1:50 pm T Th 

Math 132.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF Contemporary Math 
8:00- 9:20 am T F 

132.02 11:00-12:20 pm MTWThF Contemporary Math 
12:30- 1:50 pm M W 

132.03 2:00- 3:20 pm MTWThF Contemporary Math 
12:30- 1:50 pm T Th 

Math 133.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF College Algebra 
8:00- 9:20 am T F 

133.02 11:00-12:20 pm MTWThF College Algebra 
12:30- 1:50 pm M W 

133.03 2:00- 3:20 pm MTWThF College Algebra 
12:30- 1:50pm T Th 

Math 134.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF Trigonometry 
8:00- 9:20 am T F 

134.02 11:00-12:20 pm MTWThF Trigonometry 
12:30- 1:50pm M W 

134.03 2:00- 3:30 pm MTWThF Trigonometry 
12:30- 1:50pm T Th 

Math 135.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF Analytic Geometry 
8:00- 9:20 am TF 

135.02 11 :00-12:20 pm MTWThF Analytic Geometry 
12:30- 1:50 pm M W 

135.03 2:00- 3:20 pm MTWThF Analytic Geometry 
12:30- 1:50 pm T Th 

Math 231.01 11:00-12:20 pm MTWThF Calculus I 
NU 201.01 7:00- 3:00 pm TWTh Nursing Lab 

201.02 7:00- 3:00 pm TWTh Nursing Lab 
201.03 7:00- 3:00 pm TWTh Nursing Lab 
201.04 7:00- 3:00 pm TWTh . Nursing Lab 

8NU 261.01 9:00-12:00am M F Phys&MentHealth2 
PE 111.01 9:30-10:50am MTWThF FndFitness&Health 
PE 117.01 11:00-12:20 pm MTWThF Tennis I 

117.02 5:45- 7:35 pm MTWTh Tennis I 
Phy Lb 101.01 11:00-12:20 pm MTWThF Phys Laboratory 

101.02 2:00- 3:20 pm MTWThF Phys Laboratory 
7Phys 140.01 TBA MTWThF Astronomy 
7Phys 141.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF General Physics 
7Phys 142.01 TBA MTWThF General Physics 
7Phys 143.01 12:30- 1:50 pm MTWThF College Physics 
7Phys 144.01 TBA MTWThF College Physics 
7Phys 241.01 TBA MTWThF Mechanics & Heat 
7Phys 242.01 TBA M1WlbF Elec& Magnetism 
7Phys 243.01 TBA MTWThF Modern Physics 

Pol Sci 235.01 5:45- 7:35 pm MTWTh Amer Natl & St Gov 
Pol Sci 236.01 ll:00-12:20pm MTWThF AmerNatl&StGov 
Psy 231.01 3:30- 5:15 pm MTWTh Psychology· 
Psy 231.02 5:45- 7:35 pm MTWTh Psychology 
Soc 131.01 3:30-. 5:15 pm MTWTh Intro Sociology 

131.02 5:45- 7:35 pm MTWTh Intro Sociology 
Speech 131.01 11 :00-12:20 pm MTWThF Fund of Speech 
ST 132.01 11 :00- 1 :30 pm MTWThF lntermed Shorthand 
T Math 131.01 8:00- 9:20 am MTWThF Technical Math 

131.02 12:30- 1:50 pm MTWThF Technical Math 
T Math 132.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF Technical Math 

132.02 2:00- 3:20 pm MTWThF Technical Math 
2Typ 131.01 8:00-12:30 pm MTWThF Begin Typewriting 

131.21 8:00-12:30 pm MTWThF Begin Typewriting 
Typ 132.01 8:00-10:30 am MTWThF lntermed Typewriting 
Weld 141.21 5:30-10:20 pm MTWTh Plate Welding I 

SUMMER II SCHEDULE -JULY 7 -AUGUST 12 

Acct 
Auto 
Bio 
Bio 
Chem 
Draft 
Eco 

131.01 
163.21 
142.01 
145.01 
142.01 
131.01 
231.01 

8:00- 9:20 am MTWThF Office Accounting 
5:45-10:45 pm MTWThF Auto Electrical 
9:30-12:20 pm MTWThF General Biology 
8:00-10:50 am MTWThF Microbiology 
8:00-10:50 am MTWThF Gen lnorg Chemistry 
9:30-12:20 pm MTWThF Engineering Drafting 
7:45- 9:35 pm MTWTh Prin of Economics 

Eco 232.01 5:45- 7:35 pm MTWTh Prin of Economics 
Eng 131.01 9:30-10:50am MTWThF ComP-RhetinCommun 
Eng 132.01 11:00-12:20 pm MTWThF Comp and Reading 

132.02 2:00- 3:20 pm MTWThF Comp and Reading 
132.03 5:45- 7:35 pm MTWTh Comp and Reading 
132.04 7:45- 9:35 pm MTWTh Comp and Reading 

Eng 231.01 12:30- 1:50pm MTWThF LitEngSpeakPeople 
Eng 232.01 11:00-12:20pm MTWThF LitEngSpeakPeople 

232.02 5:45· 7:35 pm MTWTh LitEngSpeakPeople 
232.03 7:45- 9:35 pm MTWTh LitEngSpeakPeople 

Hist 135.01 3:30- 5:15 pm MTWTh US History 
135.02 5:45- 7:35 pm MTWTh US History 

Hist 136.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF US History 
136.02 11 :00-12:20 pm MTWThF US History 
136.03 5:45- 7:35 pm MTWTh US History 
136.04 7:45- 9:35 pm MTWTh US History 

1Hum 231.01 9:30-12:20pm MTWThF ManinaDynamWorld 
1B 131.01 12:30- '1:50 pm MTWThF Intro to Business 
Math 130.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF Fund of Mathematics 

11:00-12:20 pm M Th 
130.02 12:30- 1:50. pm MTWThF Fund of Mathematics 

11:00-12:20 pm T F 
Math 131.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF Fund of Mathematics 

11:00-12:20 pm M Th 
131.02 12:30- 1:50pm MTWThF Fund ofMathematics 

11 :00-12:20 pm T F 
Math 132.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF Contemporary Math 

11:00-12:20 pm M Th 
132.02 12:30- 1:50 pm MTWThF Contemporary Math 

ll:00-12:20pm T F 
Math 133.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF College Algebra 

11:00-12:20 pm M Th 
133.02 12:30- 1:50 pm MTWThF College Algebra 

ll:00-12:20pm T F 
Math 134.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF Trigonometry 

11:00-12:20pm M Th 
134.02 12:30- 1:50 pm MTWThF Trigonometry 

11:00-12:20 pm T F 
Math 135.01 9:30-10:50 am MTWThF Analytic Geometry 

11:00-12:20 pm M Th 
135.02 12:30- 1 :50 pm MTWThF Analytic Geometry 

11:00-12:20-pm T F 
Math 232.01 11:00-12:20 pm MTWThF Calculus II 
Mgt 131.01 12:30- 1:50pm MTWThF bitrotoManagement 
Mgt 231.01 5:45- 7:35 pm MTWTh Prin of Management 
Music 133.01 11:00-12:20pm MTWThF MusicAppreciation 
PE 111.01 9:30-10:50am MTWThF FndFitness&Health 
PE 117.01 5:45- 7:35pm MTWTh Tennis I 
PE 219.01 2:00- 3:20 pm MTWThF Racquetball I 
Pol Sci 235.01 11 :00-12:20 pm MTWThF Amer Natl St Gov 
Pol Sci 236.01 5:45- 7:35 pm MTWTh Amer Natl St Gov 
Psy 233.01 5:45- 7:35 pm MTWTh Child Growth & Dev 
RE 132.01 5:45- 9:35 pm T Th Real Estate Law 
T Math 132.01 7:45- 9:35 pm MTWThF Technical Math 
Typ 132.01 9:30-12:00 am MTWThF lntermed Typewriting 
Weld 131.21 5:45- 9:35 pm MTWTh Oxy-Acet Weld 

FOOTNOTES - SUMMER I 

1. Student must contact Wakefield or Sowers before June 1 to 
schedule seminar time. 

2. Students who type 0-15 words per minute should enroll in 
Typ 131.21. 

3. Students must contact R. Poth on Thursday, June 2, for 
scheduling either by phone, Ext. 409, or at his office, CC 215. 

4. Course meets 2 weeks only. Begins Monday, 6-20-77. 
5. Course meets 4 weeks only. Begins Monday, 6-6-77. 
6. Course meets 4 weeks only. Begins Tuesday, 6-7-77. 
7. Concurrent enrollment in one (I) Physics Lab is required. 
8. Students registering for Nursing 261 must also register for 

Nursing Lab 201 (Lab assignments will be made first day of 
class). 

9. Course meets 2 weeks only. Begins Monday, 6-6-77. 
10. Student may work in any of the following areas: 

a. Speed Reading c. Vocabulary 
b. Study Skills d. Spelling 

FOOTNOTES - SUMMER II 

I. This class will meet for three weeks beginning July' 7 to 
July 27. 

FO~ FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL THE ADMISSIONS OFFICE, 938-1211, Ext. 264. 

Apply NOW. Register Ma~ 26. Begin Classes Ma~ 31. 
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CINCO DE MA YO, cont. fro m pg. 1 

vided Mexican liberal forces with the inspiration 
to continue fighting against foreign invaders. To 
this day, Cinco De Mayo is a symbol of struggle 
for justice on the part of those of Mexican
American heritage residing on both sides of the 
border. 

[ I~ I~ I lr 1() 11:2 II A IL 
~ t . 

Mexican food was prepared by Mexican
American Civic Organization of the college dis
trict, with proceeds to go largely toward scholar
ship funds. The program consisted of a marimba 
band from the Mexican state of Chiapas, a sp~-

It does get hot with these hats on ! 

cial videotape presentation on the social aspects 
of rural Mexico during the Mexican Revolution, 
folk dancing and a special program by Chicano 
children of the Mexican-American community. 
Special guest speaker for the program was Elma 
Barrera of Eyewitness News, Channel 13, Hou
ston. At 2:30 pm a pinata was presented for the 
children. 

SIXTH ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR 
IN KERRVILLE 

Kerrville's sixth annual Texas State Arts and 
Crafts Fair is slated for Memorial Day Weekend, 
May 28-29-30. The fair grounds, on the 
Schreiner College campus, are shaded with 
ancient oak trees and plenty of free parking is 
available. 

Fair patrons will see quality workmanship 
and reasonable prices for work of over two hun
dred strictly juried Texas artisans. All demon
strations, exhibits, musical concerts, and in
formal entertainment are free to fair ticket 
holders. Good Texas cooking gets an important 
share of visitor attention, for it is"l'erognized as 
the best outdoor event. 

A special Pioneer Village area invites new 
interest in crafts that shaped early Texas. A 
sheep is sheared, the wool carded, then turned 
to yarn on a spi:t:ming wheel. The yarn is dyed 
with natural dyes and dried on sped.al racks. 
The yarns are then woven on hand looms. Such 
complete attention to detail is also shown in 
pottery making, blacksmithing, leather work, 
paper making, needlework and musical instru
ment making. 

Fair hours are 10 am to 8 pm on Saturday 
and Sunday, and 10 am to 6 pm on Monday, 
May 28-29-30. For more information, write 
Texas Arts and Crafts Foundation, P. 0. Box 
1527, Kerrville, Texas 78028. 

The Case Against College · 

by Sherry Mazoch, Editor 

Is a college education essential to get train
ing and skills for an occupation? 

If students believe that college isn't neces
sarily good for· them, they won't stay for the 
general good of mankind. Young people may be 
more altruistic than their elders, but won't 
spend four years at hard intellectual labor for 
the advancement of human capability in society 
at large, one of many purposes of higher educa
tion invoked by a Carnegie Commission report. 

No great number of college students attend 
institutions of higher education to improve na
tional defense, increase the gross national pro
duct, improve automobile safety, or lower the 

SECRETARY TEST, cont. from pg. 1 

the examination. Those six parts include En
vironmental Relationships in Business, Business 
and Public Policy, Economics and Management, 
Financial Analysis and the Mathematics of Busi
ness, Communications and Decision Making, and 
Office Procedures. · 

The examination is open to all secretaries 
who meet specific educational requirements, 
plus a certain number of years of verified secre
tarial experience. Applications for the 1978 
examination are now · being accepted by the 
Institute for Certifying Secretaries, 2440 Persh
ing Road, Suite G-10, Kansas City, Missouri 
64108. 

TIME ANNOUNCES 
NATIONAL PHOTO CONTEST 

Images of TIME, Past, present and Future is 
the theme for a national photography contest 
announced by Time Magazine, Publisher Ralph 
P. Davidson. 

A grand prize of $1,000 will be awarded for 
the best photograph of nature, people, places, 
events or objects by an amateur photographer, 
in color or black and white. Second prize is 
$500, and three third Rrize winners will receive 
$250 each. onora e mentions will receive the 
LIFE Library of Photography. 

Prize-winning photographs will be selected 
· by a panel of judges consisting of world-renown 
photographer Alfred Eisenstaedt, former White 
House photographer David Kennerly, and Lee 
Jones, editor of Magnum Photos. The winning 
photographs will be published in a special adver-

. tising section on photography entitled "Photo
graphy: The Universal Language" in Time's 
November 28, 1977, issue. 

Deadline for entries is September 1, 1977. 
For contest information or entry forms, write 
to: Marilyn Maccio, Time Magazine, Time & Life 
Building, Rockefeller Center, New York, N.Y. 
10020. 

INTERCOM STAFF EVALUATES ITSELF 

by Cheryl Henderson 

Revival of COM's student newspaper has 
been a learning, rewarding experience for the 
InterCOM staff, a recent poll reveals. Unani
mously, the InterCOM staff felt they have bene
fitted from their participation with InterCOM. 

David Bible: "There have been selferal re
warding experiences in working on InterCOM. I 
feel my writing will be better in the future and 
the material printed has reflected more of the 
college's workings. Some of the finer moments 
have been the Bill Whitener story, student feed
back on the Dudley Mills story. " 

Sharyl Harper: "My most rewarding exper
ience in working with the InterCOM was to be 
able to create an editorial and produce articles 
of interest for the paper. I also enjoyed working 
and learning with the staff. The most exciting 
part of the semester was when we produced the 
first issue and I had a contribution in it. The re
sponse of the students toward the paper was also 
good. " 

Teri Crook: "Finding out about the interest
ing exhibitions, seminars, and organizations on 
campus you can get involved in has been my 
best experience in working on InterCOM." 

Cindy Kelley: "I had to discipline myself 
to get out and seek information, then turn 
around and put it into words for a story. I feel 

there is still too much censorship within COM 
and the community, especially when I could not 
use the word 'hustler' in the title of a story. I 
especially enjoyed my second semester with Kit 
van Cleave and the staff. They are all bright and 
eager to be good writers, and I see prosperous 
futures for them all." 

Greg Koester: "My most rewarding exper
ience while working on the InterCOM was meet
ing people and writing a good article on those 
people. I can also write on something I enjoy, 
such as sports, mu·sic and entertainment." 

Sherry Mazoch: "I have learned to never 
underestimate the power of the press, or student 
initiative. It has been a rewarding experience to 
be associated with talented classmates, as well as 
having the benefit of such superior instruction. 
Above all, I have developed an awareness of my
self and my capabilities." 

Lori Smith: "I think my most rewarding ex
perience has been the unity of the class on a 
project. I came into this class as an individual. 
Within weeks I felt a· continuity that wasn't 
present in my other classes. Working, support
ing and encouraging my fellow students, having 
them do the same for me, has given me a new 
concept of college life. 

Marian J. Stein: "My most rewarding exper
ience overall has been getting involved with peo-

crime rate. For the most part, these students are 
simply trying to attflin or improve job skills . . 
Education involves the age-old principle of put
ting bread on the table, and affording the lux
ury of purchasing fuel for our Volkswagens. 

Research reveals the job market for college 
grads is dramatically lower than the annual out
put of students graduating from colleges and 
universities. By 1980 our degrees may not buy 
us the price of a cup of coffee, particularly at 
today's market prices. 

Escalating costs of higher education and 
declining emphasis of prestige colleges will con
tinue to detour would-be enrollees. More high 
school grads, men and women, will replace 
books with hard hats as the 1976 peak in college 

1enrollment begins its descent. 

CENSUS BUREAU PREDICTS 
DECLINE IN ENROLLMENT 

by Sherry Mazoch 

Total enrollments at all higher education 
institutions in fall 1976 decreased over the fall 
of 1975 by approximately 5 percent. . 

Enrollment by part-time students increased 
by 3.7 percent, compared with a 15 percent gain 
last year. Nationwide, 1976-77 enrollment will 
peak; thereafter the number of graduates will 
decline. 

Although an average college graduate can ex
pect to earn more in lifetime income than an 
average high school grad not attending college, 
the economic status of college graduates is deter
iorating by most relevant measures. 

The percentage of black youths going to col
lege has continued to increase during the 1970s, 
while. the percentage of college-bound whites has 
declined, U. S. Census Bureau reports . The per
centage of 18- to ·24-year-old blacks in college 
increased from 15 percent in 1970 to 18 percent 
in 1974, says the bureau. During the same per
iod, the percentage of whites in the same age 
group who enrolled in college dropped from 27 
percen o 25 percent. 

Male enrollment decreased in the fall of 
1976, while female enrollment increased at both 
private and public institutions. 

COM's male enrollment decreased last year, 
while female enrollment has increased. Research 
revealed a significant theory as to why female 
enrollment is up. The participation rate of 
women in the labor force is greater, and the de
mand for educational opportunity for women 
increased as well. 

One explanation is that the largest increase 
in the proportion of jobs for women between 
1959 and 1971 was in clerical and other posi
tions traditionally not requiring a degree. 

ple. InterCOM has led me to people that I would 
never · have gotten involved with otherwise. I 
have become more aware of the problems con
nected with the college. When I first came to 
COM, I thought this was a quiet, easygoing, sun
ny college. I found out after working on 
InterCOM, it's not. It has its problems, but these 
are under the surface. My biggest concern as a 
student here was the lack of communication. I 
feel that InterCOM has gone a long way in solv
ing that problem. " 

~ 

r•-----------------------------------~ I I 
I I 
1 · FILM FESTIVAL POLL 1 
I I 

: D I do not want a COM Film Festival. : 

D I would like COM to have a Film Festival, : 
open to the community , on the follow-: 
ing conditions : / 

D On a weeknight D At 7 pm 
• On Friday night • At 7 :30 pm 
D On Saturday night D At 8 pm 
D On Sunday night 

D New American films 
D New Foreign films 
D Old American films 
D Old Foreign films 

D With a 50¢ fee 
D With a $1 fee 

Please clip and place in InterCOM Box in the 
Student Center, or return to InterCOM, Hu
manities Division. 

·-------------------------------------



"DOLLY" SET FOR 
HOUSTON GRAND OP~RA 

Maurice J. Aresty, President of Houston 
Grand Opera Association has announced that an 
agreement has been reached for the HGO to join 
with New York theatre producer James M. 
N ederlander to produce Hello, Dolly! starring 
Carol Channing. Scheduled to open in Houston's 
Jones Hall with a preview performance on 
June 23, the official opening night will be 
June 24 with eleven performances planned 
through July 3. 

In making the announcement, Aresty said, 
"We are very pleased to have been approached 
by Nederlander. The Opera Association feels 
.that excellent results can take place with our 
opera company bringing its talents and resourc
es to bear on the excellent works of American 
musical theatre. Our Executive Committee has 
reached the decision to involve ourselves in this 
work only after extensive thought and discus
sion." 

Anticipating a possible year-long tour 
throughout the U.S. and to several Canadian 
cities, Aresty also said that Lucia Victor will 
direct and that John DeMain (Music Director 
of Porgy and Bess) will serve as Music Director 
for the production. 

Hello, Dolly!, winner of 12 Tony Awards 
including "Best Musical," originally opened at 
the St. James Theatre in New York on Jan
uary 16, 1964. Based on Thornton Wilder's 
The Matchmaker, the now world-famous music 
and lyrics are by Jerry Herman with book by 
Michael Stewart. 

This summer's productio11 will be particular
ly . notable to Houstonians as Channing and her 
original company closed Hello, Dolly! on 
June 11, 1967, at Jones Hall following four 
overwhelmingly successful years on Broadway 
and on tour. 

TEXAS HISTORY GOES MOBILE 

by Lori Smith 

"I would like to see Texas history cm wheels, 
taught on the highways, going to historical 
spots, with lectures on location," says Alex 
Pratt, COM Instructor in history. 

Pratt, who received his Bachelor and Master 
of Arts from Prairie View A & M lTniversity, 
joined the social science department of COM in 
1970, after teaching seven years with the 
LaMarque Independent School District. In 1977, 
Pratt became Chairman of the Social Science 
Department. 

Specializing in black history, Pratt, visiting 
instructor at Prairie View for three summer ses
sions, taught in the college without walls pro
gram, and served as student teacher supervisor at 
Prairie View. 

Pratt's Saturday history class tries to com
bine text with excursions. Trips this year in
cluded the Houston Ship Channel and Heritage 
House Park, San Jacinto History Fair, a chili 

· cook-off, and a tour of Galveston. The class 
attended the Texas Historical Convention in 
Dallas, and will be traveling to ~yndale, an 

~~~...,~--~ultitudes are enjoying the music and exhibitions~~,~~ 

SUMMER COURSES OFFERED 

A broad range of credit courses in all divi
sions will be offered in COM's two summer ses
sions, May 31 to July 5, and July 7 to August 12. 

Applications are now being accepted for 
registration on May 26. Admissions Office in the 
administration building is open between the 
hours of 8 am to 5 pm on Friday. 

· A few of the courses to be offered include 
accounting, biology, computer science, U.S .. 
history, math ( algebra to calculus), physics, 
political science, speech, sociology, typing, and 
welding. All courses in the academic program are 
transferable for credit. 

"Our summer sessions should be of particu
lar interest to graduating high school seniors, 
many of whom will be going away to college this 
fall," commented George Thomas, Associate 
Dean for Academic Programs. "COM offers an 
opportunity to get a head start on their educa-

extension of University of Texas campus, and 
San Antonio in May . 

Pratt designed his course for people who 
can't attend daily classes. 

"By having class on Saturday, we can take 
field trips which won't conflict with school 
schedules, and take our families along," says 
Pratt. 

He would like to see a broader understand
ing ctf local and state history . He wants to give 
students a first-hand view of Texas history. 
Pratt's class includes discussion, audio-visual, 
and trips to historical sites. Pratt feels this gives 
students broader understanding of Texas history 
events, and helps students better relate to histor
ical material when they see such sites first-hand . 

"Texas history will be offered next spring 
semester on Saturday," says Pratt. 

tion w~ile still at home and at a nominal cost." 
Thomas pointed out that all college stu

dents, whatever their choice of majors, are re
quired to take English 131, and History 135 and 
136. . 

More detailed information or a summer 
pchedule may be obtained by calling 938-1211. 

• l 

ext. 264 (in the Dickinson and Clear. Lake area, 
the toll-free number is 337-1631). 

TUCKER TEACHES 
CHILD HEALTH 

Ruth Tucker, an instructor in College of the 
Mainland's Nursing Program, teaches Maternal 
Child H~alth with the "seasoning" and highly
developed insights ·gained from on-the-line ex
perience as a nurse, nursing instructor and 
mother of three boys, ages 9 to 16. 

Her experiences in all three areas of her life 
have convinced her that " the earlier the parent
child bonding takes place, the better the chances 
for a happy, secure relationship." 

In fact, Tucker feels the process can ne\'er 
take place too soon. She is an early and staunch 
advocate of having the father present in the hos
pital delivery room. 

"The earlier the family is together as a unit, 
the better the chances are for a child to be raised 
in a loving home," she declared with soft-spoken 
firmness. 

Tucker gives her free tim~ to promote her 
convictions. While a nurse at Galveston County 
Hospital in 1968, she initiated the first classes in 
the LaMaze method of preparation for child
birth. She was also active in beginning LaMaze 
classes in the NASA area and is presently a con
sultant for the Southeast Association for Child-

. birth Education, serving on the Medical Advis
ory Board. 

"As I look back over the past five years, I 
think there are approximately 400 children 
whose birth I influenced in some measure 
through the LaMaze classes I taught," Tucker 
commented with obvious satisfaction. 

Tucker earned her Associate degree in N urs
ing from Alvin Community College and began 
her career as a bedside nurse at Galveston 
County Memorial Hospital. She then joined the 
staff of Houston's St. Joseph Hospital as an ob
stetrical nurse. 

When she decided to earn her bachelor's 
degree at the University of Texas in Galveston, 
Tucker plowed through .the two-year course in a 
year, having tested out of two semesters. She 
graduated in May 1974 and joined the faculty at 
COM in August. . 

Her three years at COM have had a personal, 
as well as professional, impact on Tucker's life . 

"Before coming to COM, I was very cautious 
about expressing myself," she explained. "Work
ing here has given me the confidence and self
esteem to stand up for what I believe." 

Tucker also noted that her new self
confidence was a motivating force in continuing 
her education. Last summer, she earned her M.S. 
from Texas Women's University in Houston's 
Medical Center. 

"COM was very supportive, especially in 
arranging my 'teaching around my class schedule 
in Houston," she said. 

~'-='./~, Chicano children performing colorful folk dances ~,~u~ 

She added, "Teaching at COM is a stimulat
ing experiende because we're encouraged to be 
innovative in our approach to teaching. It's been 
quite a challenge to be involved in the first 
stages of developing a program - especially 
when that program has acquired a reputation for 
developing top-notch nurses." 
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COM ENROLLMENT INCREASES 
COM'S Danforth Campus in Texas City com

pleted a highly successful first year with a total 
enrollment of 1,078 students enrolled in 117 
apprenticeship classes, according to a report pre
sented to the Board of Trustees last week by Joe 
Rubio, Associate Dean for Technical-Vocational 
Education. 

The Apprenticeship Program at the Danforth 
Campus provides apprentices, employees of par
ticipating industries or members of unions, with 
related and supplemental instruction in technical 
subjects. Subjects offered include blueprint read
ing, math for maintenance, electronics, pneu
matics, electrical theory, instrumentation, phy
sics for operators, chemistry and pipefitter craft 
knowledge. 

"Each sponsor requires a different program 
in accordance with collective bargaining agree
men ts or requirements established by joint ap
prenticeship training committees," Rubio 
explained. 

KORALEWSKI PROPOSES 
COMSA CONSTITUTION CHANGES 
by Cheryl Henderson 

COM Student Association (COMSA) Presi
dent Michael Koralewski proposes major changes 
in the COMSA Constitution during the coming 
year. 

One proposed change would have each 
COMSA officer serve one year as a junior execu
tive to another officer to learn the function of 
that office. After a one-year internship, the jun
ior executive would become the incumbent offi
cer, with new junior executives, elected by the 
r,()1\A eof-1,~nn+- h ....... rl...., "'"-,~-rt hnl""',.,., h~_.,, 
'-J'-.J.U.£ .,:JVl,,I.U,.'C,J.1.V uuuy, ,:,c;.1.vJ.11~ UC1VVV u.u.u. 

Koralewski also hopes to change the COMSA 
constitutional amendment which now requires 
the group to have a faculty advisor. His revision 
would change the present amendment so that 
COMSA would consult with an advisory board 
of faculty and COMSA officers rather than one 
advisor. No member of the student body would 
be included in this council, as Koralewski feels 
that COMSA would be adequate representation 

continued on page 3 

STUDENT OUTLINES WHEELCHAIR 
I>ROBLEMS 

by Marian J. Stein 

Debbie Naumann is a regular COM student
except that she's in a wheelchair. She not only 
faces everyday problems at COM, but a multi
tude of others as well. 

Naumann came to COM a year ago as a full
time student majoring in elementary education. 
She hopes to attend UH/CLC for her B.A. 

Being in a wheelchair creates specific prob
continued on 4 

COM STUDENTS POLL ON FRIENDSHIP 
by Diana R. Wilson 

During the last two weeks of September 
1977, fifty COM students (25 female and 25 
male) were polled on-campus to determine the 
way they related to friendship. 

More than 50% of the students revealed 
that they shared very personal information with 

continued on page 6 

The 16 industrial and trade union sponsors 
participating in the Danforth program are 
A & A Machine Shop, AMOCO Chemicals, 
AMOCO Oil, Broome's Welding, Crescent In
struments, GAF, Gulf Chemicals, International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers - Galveston 
Electrical Joint Apprenticeship and Training 
Committee, Marathon, Marathon-MARCO, Mon
santo, O'Day Instruments, Painters Local No 
585, Southern Instruments, Union Carbide, and 
the United States Coast Guard. 

Rubio pointed out that instructors for 
courses are drawn from industry. 

"The person teaching the course is also per
forming the activity in industry, which makes 
for very effective instruction," he noted. 

During the coming year, Danforth plans to 
develop and implement a new curriculum for 
operators and maintenance personnel in the 
petrochemical industry, expand upgrading 

continued on page 6 

-·-·-·-·-·..,·-·-- --------·-, ! RESULTS OF THE • 
I 1977-78 COMSA ELECTION I 
• • I Vice-President of Instruction I 
•, Crystal Chapman - 39I • 

John Smith - 38 i Write in: Chuck Harris - 1 i 
•, Vice-President of Student and College ,• 

Services • • I Cynthia Odom - 54 I 
• Denise Hewitt - 25 • 
I Write in: Hung Nguyen - 1 I 
• • I Vice-President of Administrative I 
i ~~~ • 
I Debbie Summerville - 78 I 
• Write in: Ms. Mills - 1 • 
I John Riojas - 1 I i Duane Colvin - 1 i 
-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-NURSE ASSIST ANT PROG;RAM 

COM's Nurse Assistant program will be 
offered again beginning October 1 7, according 
to an announcement by Claudia Cooper, Chair
man of Health Occupations Division. 

The 15-week program will outline a wide 
variety of services, such as recording pulse, tem
perature, and blood pressure, as well as bathing 
and dressing patients. Nurse assistants are 
needed in every unit of a hospital, in nursing 

continued o~ page 4 
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Rain leaks are common occurrence at COM gym. Trash 
cans and ash trays are placed on gym floor to collect 
water. 

MAINLAND 
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BUSY SHERRILL TO HEAD CVWP 

by Jamie West 

English professor Anne Sherrill is enthusias
tic about her new involvement with the Contem
porary Visiting Writers Program, now in its 
second year at COM. 

Created last year by Paul Shuttleworth, 

TODD DOTSON I 

English Professor Anne Sherrill 

CVWP will bring poets and prose writers to COM 
Arena Theater during the fall and spring semes
ters. In May, the program will be open to stu
dents, faculty, and community members to 
present their own writing. 

Headed by Sherrill, the CVWP is intended to 
provide an opportunity for those interested in 
writing to hear lectures by, and talk with, writ
ers with already-active careers. 

One of the busiest faculty members·a~OM, 
continued on page 4 

TRAVEL PROGRAM ARRANGED 

Gulf Council on Foreign Affairs, a non
profit educational organization, and College of 
the Mainland's Community Theatre have jointly 
announced a unique travel study tour scheduled 
for the week of November 20-28 to Paris and 
London. 

Billed as a theatre and government tour, the 
excursion will take participants first to Paris, 
where they will visit the Louvre, Notre Dame 
Cathedral, Sorbonne University, Montmarte and 
other historical sites. They will also cruise the 
River Seine, attend a major first-rate ballet or 
opera, and participate in specially-arranged semi-

continued on page 6 

COM GYM LEAKS 
by Mark Paukert 

Moving into the College of the Mainland 
gym five years ago brought many problems, the 
main one being the roof leaks, according to Dan 
Travaille, Director of Health, Physical Educa
tion, and Recreation. 

"The gym still leaks from cracks in the roof, 
which were there when the building opened," 
Travaille said. Three months after moving in, he 
sent a letter to Ed Brown, COM Dean of Admin
istration Service, outlining problems in the new 
gym, and suggesting that the contractor should 

continued on page 5 
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CAREER OUTREACH PROGRAM 

COM's Center for Career Decisions is taking 
its resources to the community in a program 
called Career Outreach. 

Richard Poth, Coordinator of the program, 
said the Center is developing seminars and 
presentations to meet specific needs. 

"I have scheduled a presentation on Career 
Development for the La Marque Education Sec
retarial Association and a seminar focusing on 
women in the work world for Clear Lake Jay
cettes," Poth explained. "I expect many more 
requests from schools, libraries, and other or
ganizations.'' 

Poth emphasized each presentation is 
tailored to specific group requests. Presentations 

continued on page 4 
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COM 
STUDENTS 
TAKE 

Students interested in getting a hot, nutri
tional, inexpensive meal between classes at COM 
should investigate other restaurants rather than 
eating at the Student Center snack bar, 

A ham-and-cheese sandwich with a slice of 
paper-thin ham and one slice of cheese can be 
purchased for 80¢, a 10-oz. glass of orange juice 
for 40¢, or a Coney Island for 65¢. These prices 
are relatively high when compared to other area 
school snack bars where a 10 oz. glass of orange 
juice is 15¢, a ham-and-cheese sandwich 55¢, and 
a Coney Island is 55¢. 

School snack bars have traditionally served 
two basic purposes. One is to. give students a 
relatively inexpensive place to eat while attend
ing classes, The second is to give students, with a 
heavy classload and little time between classes, a ' 
convenient restaurant. 

A student who dislikes the prices or the food 
in the COM snack bar could bring a lunch. But 
what about the student who doesn't have a car 
to keep his lunch in? All of us have eaten a 
lunch that sat in the sun or has been squashed 
between books all day. 

It is time to consider alternatives. The COM 
snack bar should reconsider its prices to see if 
there is some way that they can be lowered. A 
buffet style lunchroom could perhaps be oper
ated at less expense. This would eliminate having 
to wait so long for so little. It would also change 
the cooking of so many different varieties of 
sandwiches and hamburgers. Perhaps sandwich 
vending machines would be more feasible, 

At present, the prices in the COM Student 
Center snack bar are too high for students with 
small budgets, and the food inadequate for such 
high prices. 

- Cheryl Henderson 

In the pa:;t, the COM Student Association 
(COMSA) has done little to improve communi
cation between faculty and students. Yet the 
college continues to grow, and the need for bet
ter communication is great. If COMSA's main 
purpose is to act as an intermediary, this pur
pose has not been fulfilled in the past. If stu
dents don't have· the right to participate on the 
Faculty-COMSA advisory council proposed by 
President Michael Koralewski, will they be 
accurately and consistently informed in the 
future? 

Since COMSA has not been goal-directed in 
previous years, it's time for students to evaluate 
its purpose, and decide whether or not it should 
be an association or a student government. Per
haps revisions can be made in the present 
COMSA which could make it a more relevant 
and effective organization. 

Unless COMSA serves some specific purpose, 
and students are allowed to become more in
volved through means other than the present 
system offers, the student body should decide 
whether it is a necessary organization. In any 
case, students should have the right to actively 
participate in the decision-making efforts of an 
organization which theoretically represents 
them. - Cheryl Henderson 
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. 6 
UP 
CARTOONING 

It's a nice bright Tuesday morning and you 
are walking to your class, ~hich begins at 9:30. 
On the way, you're talking to friends, when 
from out of nowhere a green gas-powered goblin 
strikes. 

· Silently it haunts the sidewalks of COM, 
hiding in every nook and cranny, waiting pa
tiently to attack any unsuspecting mild
mannered COM pedestrian who enters its 
territory. No one has been killed or maimed by 
the ghastly · machines, but the fear is ever
present. 

When attacked by these machines, one's 
chances are slim. One's mind keeps saying, 
"What if I did get hit?" Nightmares attack for 
nights on end. You become afraid to walk the 
sidewalks of COM by yourself. There is the fear 
- what's behind the corner? Sometimes, when 
there is no one around, a cold sweat breaks out. 
You run to a bench or building as if it were safe 
base in a game of hide and seek. 

You might now be asking who are these 
creatures, to keep you under control. Will they 
end overpopulation? Do , they just intend to 
create fear in the minds of COM students. Actu
ally, they are used to transport men and equip
ment for the COM Maintenance Department. 

- Chris Brown 

Many public officials oppose rock concerts 
because audiences tend to become uncontrol
lable. Concerts are for the benefit of all music 
lovers, However, constant disruption and lack of 
cooperation could possibly end all concerts in 
the Harris - Galveston County area. 

Major rules broken most often during the 
concert concern seating rules and trying to get 
on-stage or backstage. Security officers have a 
responsibility to maintain order. Disobeying 
rules annoys the band and interferes with audi
ence enjoyment, Security officers have a tough 
job merely trying to control the audience and 
make the concert run smoothly. 

Tighter security, more cooperation from the 
audience, and obedience of all rules are three 
effective ways to control unruly audiences. 
These actions will help to improve the opinions 
of public officials toward concerts, and also 
enable the band to perform better. 

- Bruce Regini 

Editor, JnterCOM: 

"I suggest to repaint the stripes on the road to the 
Vocation Building parking lot. You can hardly see the 
stripes now." 

Student 

Editor, JnterCOM: 

"Today on the college campus there is a distinct 
problem of apathy. Why haven't positions for elections 
been filled by people interested in how students can help 
themselves through student governmen_t? Why are there 
no extra-curricular activities for students, or a time to 
socialize and get away from academic pressures for 
awhile? Is it that the students don't care? Or is it too 
much trouble for the COM administration and faculty? 
This school is not just a community college for produc
tion of plays and help for senior citizens (both great in 
their ways), but is also preparation for many younger 
students for life at a "real " college. As such, COM 
should provide programs which are an inherent part of 
college life at a senior institution. It's time for COM 
students to awaken and make COM a complete college. 

R.K. 



COM PIANIST SMELTZER RETURNS 

Susan Smeltzer, College of the Mainland's 
concert pianist artist-in-residence, returned to 
campus this fall after a whirlwind summer in 
the East where she performed three concerts, 
appeared in two radio interviews, and judged 
approximately 1,000 auditions for the National 
Piano Guild. 

!'It was the most creative, productive and 
exciting period of my life," Smeltzer declares. 
"Artists receive a very special kind of inspiration 
when they are among other artists who have 
achieved." 

One of the highlights of the summer was her 
concert at Federal Hall in Manhattan, where 
George Washington once took his oath of office. 
Smeltzer played the works of Scarlatti, Debussy 
and Chopin to a packed house. The two-hour 
program also included the N. Y. Premiere of her 
own composition, "Twelve Mood Pictures." 

Smeltzer also appeared in a live concert/ 
interview on WQXR, The New York Times 
classical music station. 

In addition to playing some of her own com
positions, Smeltzer was interviewed by music 
critic Robert Sherman, who had attended her 
debut at Carnegie Hall in April 1975. In his 
review of her performance, Sherman called 
Smeltzer a talented pianist "who has lots of 
dramatic fire." Smeltzer also performed on the 
WQXR "Artists in Concert" series, playing 
Chopin, Debussy, and her own composition, 
"Twelve Mood Pictures." 

Smeltzer, who was selected by National 
Piano Guild to serve as one of its national 
judges, began her tour in Baltimore in May, 
continuing her judging responsibilities in New 
York throughout June. 

While in New York, she made additional 
guest appearances at the Bach Academy of 
Music and the CAMI Hall Concert. One of the 
personal high points of the summer for Smeltzer 
was renewing her acquaintance with Eleanor 
Steber, the famous opera star of the 1950s. 

"Madame Steber is one of the greatest art
ists I have ever met, and most gracious," said 
Smeltzer. "She insisted I use the piano in her 
apartment all summer, and invited me to her 
birthday party at her home." In honor of the 
occasion, Smeltzer composed a song for Steber, 
based on a poem by Edna St. Vincent Millay. 

Smeltzer, who has won more than 20 prizes 

MCT MAKES PROGRESS 

College of the Mainland's five-year venture 
into Community Theatre is beginning to reap 
satisfying dividends. 

Mainland Community Theatre's fifth season 
ended on a triumphant note as 16 performances 
of "Camelot" sold out to enthusiastic audiences, 
who responded to the professional quality of the 
production with standing ovations. 

The sixth season got off to a strong start 
with "The Sunshine Boys," Neil Simon's com
edy about an ex-vaudeville team, which opened 
in Arena Theatre September 8 and ran through. 
September 24. 

Harry Booker, who previously directed the 
highly successful "Godspell," "Fiddler On The 

continued on page 6 

Susan Smeltzer 

during her career, was offered a recording con
tract with Musical Heritage Society, Inc. She will 
return to New York within the next year to 
record an album of Franz Liszt's compositions. 
A music publisher is also interested in publishing 
her work, particularly "Twelve Mood Pictures." 

Upon returning to Houston, Smeltzer was 
asked to join both the national board of the 
Landmark Series and the American League of 
Composers. 

Back at COM, Smeltzer is looking ahead to 
more concerts in Houston and New York. 

Susan Smeltzer began composing for the 
piano at the age of six and played her first solo 
concert at nine in her home town of Sapulpa, 
Oklahoma. Her career has since carried her to 
concert halls from Los Angeles to Vienna. 

She began professional training at Oklahoma 
City University where she studied under Robert 
Laughlin, Dr. Clarence Burg, and Ernestine 
Scott. Major artistic training was at the Univer
sity of Southern California where she worked 
for six years under notable pianist Lillian 
Steuber. During 1969-1970 Smeltzer was 
awarded a Fulbright Grant to study abroad at 
the Akademie fur Musik in Vienna under Dr. 
Joseph Dichler, and in 1971 participated in a 
Master Class under Madame Rosina Lhevinne 
from the Julliard School of Music. 

KORALEWSKI cont. from pg. 1 

of students. 
"The main function of COMSA is to act as 

an intermediary between students and faculty," 
says Koralewski. "In the past, COMSA has not 
functioned as a board but as individuals. In the 
coming year, we will be working as a group to 
solve COM problems." 

Koralewski -also hopes to implement more 
effective communication between COMSA and 
the student body. "Students don't know of 
COMSA's existence. We are only stepping stones 
to student and faculty communication. COMSA 
has not been functional in the past due to its 
inexperience," he says. 

The first step to more effective communica
tion was to have been a Student Mixer on Thurs
day, September 29. According to Koralewski, 
this was cancelled because "I was operating 
without my board · and did not have enough 
help." 

Koralewski plans to educate COM students 
of COMSA's existence through newsletters, and 
by publishing dates of COMSA meetings in the 
campus calendar. He encourages students to 
make their suggestions known to COMSA. 
Koralewski can be reached at ext. 415. His of
fice is CC 221. 

Koralewski stressed that sponsoring activi
ties is not a COMSA concern. 

"This has been one of the major misunder
standings in the past," he said. "Students inter
ested in specific activities must generate interest 
and present their ideas to us. We will then ap
point committees to help them with the activity. 
We have the financial and organizational re
sources to help students' activities. All that's 
lacking is interest and motivation from stu
dents." 
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REVIEW: Umlauf's Paintings 
by Bruce Duncan 

Have you ever seen those colored ink blots 
in psychological tests? COM Fine Arts Gallery's 
show of Karl Umlauf's paintings bring to mind 
the idea of conflict often seen in such ink blots. 

In ink blots, conflict is brought out with 
different color inks and shapes. With conflicts, 
there is form and meaning, not just the blot, un
less the viewer's imagination wanders into mem
ories. The conflict in Umlauf's paintings is 

TODD DOTSON 

Karl Umlauf Vacuum-form Painting 

brought about with the same means - shape and 
color - but defined with lines and space. 

Most of the paintings have the same control, 
with different answers or freedoms, using par
allel lines and convex space with different 
shapes. Colors help bring about Umlauf's tex
tural feeling. 

These designs could make useful environ
mental designs, as Umlauf has suggested, with 
psychological control of atmosphere for space 
use. Architecture for reclamation, community 
facilities, or parks would be inexpensive and 
ecological, emphasizing a need to what people 
use in daily life. 

REVIEW: The Sunshine Boys 
by Linda Kirkpatrick 

The Sunshine Boys, a comedy by Neil Simon 
which ran weekends September 8 - 24 at Main
land Community Theater, was a worthwhile 
season opener for the COM drama center. 

About two old vaudeville actors who are re
uniting their act after a separation of 11 years, 
the play was amusingly performed, though the 
humor was not always intentional. 

Well-directed by Harry Booker, Sunshine 
Boys is set in a shabby hotel room on New 
York's Upper West Side. Comic Willie Clark's 
nephew, Ben Silverman, has arranged for Clark 
and his ex-partner, Al Lewis, to appear on a 
CBS-TV special together. The problem is that 
the two old men hate each other. 

Booker's staging created some funny mo
ments in the first act, when both old men tried 
to arrange the hotel room for a doctor sketch. 

Bob Wright played Willie Clark, an ex-vaudeville comic, 
in Mainland Arena Theater's production of The Sunshine 
Boys. 

In the beginning of the second act, a dress re
hearsal of the same sketch is in progress at the 
CBS-TV studios. An assistant director wearies 
of the two old men, and a TV director termi
nates the rehearsal. Fighting as usual, the two 
old men finally break again, and Clark suffers a 
heart attack. In the final scene, Lewis comes to 
visit his old partner, who thinks he's going to get 
an apology. But the two wind up squabbling and 
talking over old times. 

Bob Wright was suitably grouchy as Clark, 
who berates his nephew (Booker, filling in for an 
ill David King) for not finding him any jobs. 
Wright, unnecessarily loud on some lines, 
dropped others, but his adlib was so witty the 
audience enjoyed the moment. Andy Anderson 
was amusing as Lewis. The two men played well 
off each other. 



WHEELCHAIR cont. from pg.1 
lems. Naumann has to depend on elevators to 
get from floor to floor in the COM buildings. 
She considers these elevators to be "one large 
stumbling block," and says elevators in the 
Learning Resources Center and Student Center 
pose the biggest problems. 

To gain entrance to the LCR elevator, one 
nust have a key, she says, to open the door. 
Once inside, elevator operating buttons pose no 
problem unless the student is in a wheel chair 
and must get in the right angle to reach switches. 

The elevator at the ·sc is definitely a barrier. 
Due to its small size,. Naumann must maneuver 
her chair into an awkward position. Rarely does 
she succeed before the door shuts, catching her 
chair. in the process. The doors of the elevator 
must then be pried back before Naumann can 
finish entering or exiting. 

Doors of the Technical-Vocational Building 
must both be opened before a wheelchair can 
pass through. Doors in the SC must be opened 
for Naumann before she can enter or exit. In 
using the Media Center, she is not able to reach 
the top shelves, so is unable to use the reference 
or non-fiction sections due to their inaccessibil
ity. But Naumann says that the people in the 
Media.Center are very helpful to her. 

Transportation can also be a problem. 
Naumann must have someone drive her from 
home to COM, and at times there is no parking 
available for her special van. Pay phones are too 
high for wheelchair students to reach. But she 
points out advantages COM offers to handi
capped students, such as extra-wide doors on 
some buildings, good ramps, walkways on cam
pus, and bathroom facilities. 

"People at COM are great, and students are 
willing to go out of their way to help me if 
asked," she says. 

Naumann may have to face many problems 
during her school days, but she has will power 
and a positive outlook to conquer them all . 

~"~~~~~~~~~~"~~~~~,~~~~~~ 
~ ¼ 

~ CENTER FOR CONTEMPORARY WRITING ~ 
I I I Arena Theater, 7 P.M., November 7 I I Alvin Josefy, American Indian authority; I I editor, American Heritage Magazine I 
~ ~ I 7 P.M., November 16 I I Max Apple, professor, Rice University I 
I I I 7 P.M., December 6 I I Beverly Lowery, creative writing teacher, UH; I 
I author of Come Back Lolly Ray · I 
I ~d I I Roland Tharp, professor psychology, I 
I University of Hawaii I 
~"~~~"~~~"'~~"~~~~~~~~~~~~-i 
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Anne Sherrill has been on the college's faculty 
for eight years as an English instructor in the 
Humanities Division. Sherrill says her English 

-courses are centered around "getting the student 
into the writer's shoes ." She has taken her 
English and writing classes to off-campus cul
tural activities, such as the Fine Arts Muse um in 
Houston. 

Sherrill's travels in many parts of the world 
(including Europe, Russia, and the Middle East) 
created her enthusiasm for art. 

"Travel is the greatest education of all," she 
says. Sherrill encourages her students to get first
hand experience with various cultures. 

She's also interested in both world and U.S. 
wildlife conservation. 

"I see this as an important activity for young 
people," she points out. "The future beauty and 
cleanliness of our planet will be up to them." 

Sherrill earned her BA and MA Degrees from 
UT in Austin, after completing her first two 
undergraduate years at SMU. She has co
authored the book F0ur Elements, and is a co
editor with COM English instructor Tom Carter 
of the magazine Fiction Texas. During the sum
mer months, Sherrill is a staff member at Rice 
University Education Department, where she 
supervises senior English majors planning to be
come teachers. 

"I am impressed by the depth and talent of 
student writing at COM," says Sherrill, who also 
points out that "the diversity and age difference 
of the student body makes COM an interesting 
place to teach ." 

C & A CENTEil MOVES 

COM's · expanded Counselor and Appraisal 
Center has moved to spacious new quarters in 
the College Center. 

The following testing and appraisal services 
are now offered: 

1. GED TESTING: Candidates will be 
tested on a walk-in basis Monday through Thurs
day between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. While the Center 
is open until 8 p.m., no GED tests will be started 
after 6 p.m. On Fridays a candidate may be 
tested between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

2. ACT TESTING: All national testing 
dates (October, November, February, April and 
June). These tests are given on predetermined 
Saturdays. Application forms and information is 
available through all area high schools, COM 
Admissions and Records Office, and COM Test
ing Center. Approximately ¾ of Texas colleges 
expect and accept ACT for admissions. 

3. APP TESTING: COM accepts these tests 
for those individuals who have not provided 
ACT scores, or whose composite ACT score was 
below 15. These are presently provided each 
Monday and Wednesday at 8:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m. 
and 5:30 p.m. Candidates must call 938-1211, 
ext. 277, in advance for an appointment. 

4. CLEP TESTING: COM is an "open" 
center for these examinations, used by most 
institutions for granting credit by examination. 
"Open" means that students may be adminis
tered these exams during the third week of each 
month, and have their scores sent to any institu
tion. Applications and fees must be received at 
least three weeks prior to testing. 

5. LOCAL TESTING: College of the Main
land provides credit by examination through 
many locally constructed tests. These are admin
istered by individual appointments through the 
Testing Center. 

6. PROFESSIONAL LEGAL SECRETAR-

Mrs. Ruthie Herbert, retiring chairperson of College of 
the Mainland's Division of Nursing, is presented a plaque · 
of appreciation by Dr. Fred A . Taylor, President of 
COM, at a recent reception held in her honor. 

NURSES PROGRAM cont. from pg. I 
homes, and public health agencies. 

With experience and some on-the-job train
ing, nurse assistants may function in operating 
rooms as surgical technician aides, or in the In
tensive Care Unit where seriously ill patients 
must receive constant nursing care. Nursing 
attendants may also be responsible for transport
ing patients from their room to the operating 
r.oom, X-ray department, or laboratory. 

Classes meet Monday through Friday, 8 am 
to 5 pm. A certificate will be issued upon satis
factory completion of the program. 

Students must be at least 18 years of age, in 
good physical and mental health, attain a satis
factory score on the entrance test, and have 
three references from three persons who are not 
relatives. All applicants must be interviewed 
before a prospective student is accepted for the 
class. 

Tuition for the course is $25. Additional 
fees include $25 each for two uniforms and ap
proximately $30 for textbooks and supplies. A 
physical examination is also a requirement for 
entry into the program. 

Those interested in the program are asked 
to call the Division of Health Occupations, 
938-1211, ext. 425 or 264. Entrance tests will 
be given on October 3 and 10 in Room T-007 of 
the Technical-Vocational Building promptly at 
12:30 pm. 

4 

IES EXAMINATION: Administered the last 
Friday and Saturday of October and March. Ap
plications for these exams is external with forms 
and fees through special agencies. 

7. CERTIFIED LIFE UNDERWRITERS 
EXAMS: Administered each January and June. 
External application through American College 
of Life Underwriters. 

8. CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL SECRE
TARIES EXAM: Administered each May. Appli
cation through the National Secretaries Associa
tion. 

9. NATIONAL LEAGUE OF NURSING: 
Limited administration of achievement tests to 
apply for College of the Mainland's Credit by 
Examination Program. 

10. CORRESPONDENCE COURSE TEST
ING: These are arranged by the individual 
through the institution that sponsors the Cor
respondence Course. 

11. CAREER TESTING: In conjunction 
with the Career Decisions Center, the Testing 
Center has a variety of inventories, surveys, and 
profiles administered upon referral basis. 

12. TEXAS COMMISSION ON LAW EN
FORCEMENT OFFICER ST AND ARDS AND 
EDUCATION: The Commission has developed a 
series of examinations to provide experienced 
law enforcement officers an opportunity to 
receive credit for that experience and assist with 
meeting advancement requirements. Applica
tions are taken on an individual or department 
basis. 

Questions concerning any of these areas 
listed above should be directed to the Counselor 
and Appraisal Center. An applicant may come 
by between the hours of 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. any 
normal working day, Monday through Thursday, 
or on Fridays between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Calls 
should be directed to 938-1211, ext. 277, 273, 
or 324. 

Personal problems counseling services may 
be arranged with Chester Stout, whose office is 
in the Counselor and Appraisal Center. 

Dr. Beau Bobbit, Chairman of the Division 
of Counseling and Human Development Studies, 
and the Counseling staff have moved to the new 
ccntrr. 

CAREER PROGRAM cont. from pg.2 
now available include The College Dilemma, A 
Look at the Importance of College Degrees and 
Vocational Training, The Working Woman To
day, The Future in Psychology and Education, 
What's Involved in the Job Hunt, Value Clarifi
cation, and Assessing Personal Interests and 
Needs. A complete list is available by calling 
Career Decision Center, 938-1211, ext. 410. 

"The Career Outreach speaker series in
creases our capacity to reach more people in 
more places with the resources of the Center for 
Career Decisions," Poth explained. 

Poth urged those wishing to schedule a 
presentation contact him at the center. In addi
tion to Poth, Center Director Bob Smith and 
counselor Leroy August are available as speak
ers. 

RESEARCH 
Assistance , 

ALL SUBJECTS 
Choose from our library of 7,000 topics. 
All papers have been prepared by our 

staff of professional writers to insure 
excellence. Send $1.00 (air mail 
postage) for the current edition of our 
mail order catalog. r-----.---------

w. alao provide orlglnalj EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS 
reaearch -- all flelda. I P.O. Box 25916-E, 
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RADIO ROUNDTABLE CHANGES TIME 

"Foreign Policy Roundtable," a half-hour 
weekly American foreign policy program on 
KTRH Radio (7 40 AM Radio) will be heard 
Sundays at 8:00 p.m., Gulf Coast Council on 
Foreign Affairs has announced. 

Bob Handy, chairman of the Council and 
periodic co-moderator of Foreign Policy Round
table, has urged all local citizens to tune in to 
this informative program. "We cover many 
issues," Handy said, "and we have been fortu
nate to have with us such national figures as 
Jody Powell, Press Secretary for President 
Carter, William Dias, Assistant to Rodding 
Carter, Secretary of State for Public Affairs, and 
many local authorities on foreign policy issues." 

The program, which grew out of the Great 
Decisions study discussion program, reaches over 
a million listeners each week, explained Shane 
Fox, Executive Producer for KTRH Radio. 

"It is our hope to deliver as much informa
tion on as many foreign policy issues as possible 
to our audience," Fox explained, "so that 
citizens can learn more about international 
issues which directly or indirectly affect their 
daily lives." 

KTRH Radio wants comments about issues 
covered on Foreign Policy Roundtable. To com
municate with the station, call Hou. 526-4591 
or contact Bob Handy at 938-1211, ext. 226. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT CLASS 

College of the Mainland's Basic Law En
forcement Academy Class now underway has 
attracted 25 officers from 15 different law 
enforcement agencies, according to Charles C. 
Mahaney, Jr., Director of COM's Law Enforce
ment Program. 

The 240-hour course is the state-required 
course for basic certification of law enforce
ment officers. The course includes such subjects 
as Constitutional Law, Police Liability, Rules of 
Evidence, Penal Code, Code of Criminal Pro
cedure, Traffic Law, Accident Investigation, 
Patrol Procedures, Firearms Training, Defensive 
Driving, Defensive Tactics, First Aid, Juvenile 
Law and Procedure, Texas Liquor Law, and 
Crime Scene Techniques. 

Sections of the course will be taught by 
instructors from COM, the FBI, American Red 
Cross, local police agencies, and the Texas Com
mission on Law Enforcement Officer Standards 
and Education. 

"COM now has a certified Law Enforcement 
Academy, with a full-time staff of outstanding 
instructors who have a commitment to serving 
the community," Mahaney observed. 

JOSEPHY AND APPLE TO START 
COM SEASON 
by Teri Crook 

The Center for Contemporary Writing, 
funded by COM's Educational Development 
Services, will start its second season by bringing 
writers Alvin M. Josephy, Jr. and Max Apple to 
the college in November. 

Josephy, author of several books, including 
The Indian Heritage, will appear November 7 at 
7 p.m. in the Mainland Community Theatre. A 
successful journalist in history and politics, he 
has received national awards for his historical 
books outlining problems of Native Americani--

Josephy is currently editor of American 
Heritage Magazine. His most recent published 
work is American Heritage History of the Con
gress of the United States, a narrative account 
of Congress as seen by American political 
leaders. 

Texas Monthly 's February 1977 issue said, 
"Max Apple is to ·fiction what Kinky Friedman 
and the Texas Jewboys are to country-and
western music . . . witty, urbane, and a bit 
campy." Apple, an English professor at Rice 
University, will visit COM November 16 at 7 pm 
in the Arena Theatre. His new book, The Orang
ing of America, is a collection of short stories. 

Josephy, an American Indian scholar, will 
read excerpts of his books and discuss problems 
facing Native Americans. Apple will read pas
sages from his works, and discuss idea formation 
and writing in general. 

TODD DOTSON 

COM Wise Quacks 

CREATIVE WRITING CONTEST 

Writers can winn $100, $50, or $25 in cash 
and book prizes for best short story, humorous 
essay, or other short pieces between 250 and 
1,000 words, and a free copy of winning COL
LEGE CONTEMPORARIES Magazine by enter
ing Collegiate Creative Writing Contest. Deadline 
is November 5. For rules and official entry form, 
send self-addressed, stamped envelope to Inter
national Pubhcat10ns, 4747 Fountain Ave., 
Dept. C-3, Los Angeles, CA 90029. 

AMATEUR RADIO CLASS 
Getting a bit tired of the "10-4 Good 

Buddy" and "Smokey" reports every half mile? 
Like to really get into a radio hobby, and find 
out what really makes it tick? If so, Amateur 
Radio may be your answer. 

Although Citizens Band (CB) radio has got
ten millions of Americans "on the air," dis
advantages include distance limitations for 
reliable communication, embarrassing (and 
sometimes obnoxious) operating practices, and 
the amount of interference found on CB chan
nels. Commercial radio service, such as automo
bile telephones or business twe-way raclio, are 
too expensive or not suitable for many Amer
icans. Amateur Radio could well be the solution 
for communication. 

Amateur Radio is a spcial radio service 
sanctioned by the Federal Communications 
Commission expressly for the radio hobby. 
Objectives of the service include improvement of 
technology, increase in number of capable oper
ators, provision of communication for public 
service, and improvement of international good 
will. 

A licensed Amateur Radio operator may 
build and operate his own radio equipment, and 
communicate with other amateurs around the 
world. Within general rules and guidelines, the 
Radio Amateur is allowed a wide latitude of 
technical and operating activities. In line with 
the nature of Amateur Radio, F.C.O. requires 
each operator learn, and demonstrate, personal 
responsibility for his station. He then is licensed 
as an "expert'-' at his particular level of capabil
ity, and is responsible for the · operation of his 
station at that level. This licensing is a true mark 
of accomplishment and trust. 

In order to inform the general public about 
the exciting hobby of Amateur Radio and pro
vide ways to develop skills necessary for licens
ing, COM offers a series of courses in the Con
tinuing Education Program. The Amateur Radio 
Novice Class provides the introduction and train
ing needed for the Novice Class License. The 
Amateur Radio General Class provides a training 
bridge to move from the Novice Class to the 
General Class (intermediate) level of operation. 

During the fall, COM is offering the Novice 
Class on Monday and Wednesday evenings at 
6:30 p.m. on the COM campus. This class will 
begin on September 12 and continue 'for six 
weeks. The General Class is being offered on 
Tuesday and Thursday evenings at 6: 30 p.m. at 
the McAdams Jr. High School in Dickinson, 
starting on September 20 for a period of nine 
weeks. 

Registration for both classes is now under
way in the Non-Credit Registration Office, 
Administration Building, between the hours of 
8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m., Monday through 
Thursday; 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Friday. 
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LEAKY GYM cont. from pg. 1 

not be paid until existing problems were solved. 
Attempts to repair the roof proved unsuc

cessful. Both P. G. Bell, the contractor com
pany, and the COM maintenance department 
tried to repair the roof by patching it to prevent 
leaks. Travaille stated the only way to stop the 
leaks completely would be to add a new roof, 
but this would be very expensive. 

Leaks in the gym roof cause additional prob
lems in scheduling for COM students and facul
ty. Activities scheduled in the gym have often 
been cancelled because of water pools on the 
floor. Classrooms on both sides of the main gym 
have leaks which permit water to roll down 
walls. During rains, gym halls become slippery 
and dangerous. The main gym itself has as many 
as ten different leak locations which create prob
lems in using the facilities. 

Rain leaks are creating additional expenses. 
Leaks have ruined ceiling tiles. In one classroom, 
at least six ceiling tiles are missing and five more 
need to be replaced because of stains. In halls 
leading to dressing rooms, ceilings will eventual
ly need to be replaced, and carpets have been 
ruined by rain. 

Travaille said a Corpus Christi contractor 
had bid on the roof repairs, but the exact 
amount was not known at publication. 

COM SPORTS SCENE 
By Kevin Connelly 

COM is now seeking participants for Sports
day competition in badminton, volleyball, ping
pong, and tennis on November 2, and bowling 
at a later date. 

On Sportsday, students from area Junior 
Colleges compete in sports events. Sponsored by 
the Gulf Coast Junior College Intercollegiate 
Conference (GCJCIC), Sportsday participating 
members are Lee College, Galveston College, 
Alvin Junior College, Brazosport Junior College, 
Wharton Junior College, and COM. 

This fall's events will be held for two days, 
with badmm on, vulleyball, ping-pong, and 
tennis held on November 2 starting at 9 a.m. 
at Brazosport Junior College. Bowling compe
tition will be held November 15. 

Those interested should contact the COM 
Physical Education Complex at 938-1211, ext. 
41 7 or ext. 420. 

COM SPORTS CALENDAR 

Every Thursday, 12:30-2 pm 
Faculty volleyball. 

Student/ 

Mondays, 11-12:30 pm - Student/Faculty open 
Gym is available. Basketball, badminton, ping
pong, volleyball. 

VOLLEYBALL,BASKETBALL 
Three COM volleyball leagues are now in 

progress, playing every Thursday through De
cember 8. The volleyball league began play on 
Sept. 29, and includes a women's league playing 
at 7 -8 pm and two corecreational leagues playing 
at 8-9 pm and 9-10 pm. 

The COM adult basketball league .opened 
play on Oct. 4 at 8 pm. Games will be played 
every Tuesday through Dec. 6. The NCAA bas
ketball rules will be applied, with some excep
tions. The top four teams of the eight-team 
league will play off for first place by single elim
ination the following week after league play. 

COM 10TH ANNIVERSARY 
COM will mark its decade of existence with 

a Tenth Anniversary Celebration and Open 
House to be held campus-wide on Sunday, N av
ember 13, 1 :30 to 5 PM. 

A short commemorative program officially 
launching the Celebration will be held in the 
Teaching Auditorium of the Learning Resources 
Center at 1 :30 PM. The program will feature 
four men directly involved with the College's 
beginning: H. K. "Griz" Eckert, first president 
of the Board of Trustees; Dr. Herbert Stall
worth, first President; Dr. Fred A. Taylor, first 
Dean of Instruction and current President and 
Edward Wesley, first President of the Student 
Association. Charles T. Doyle, President of the 
College of the Mainland Foundation, will serve 
as Master of Ceremonies. 



RECREATION AND ACTIVITIES 
by Karen Behan 

COM Recreation Division's Adult and Physi
cal Educational Programs include swimming, 
tennis, raquet ball, volley ball, and basketball, 
but require an official recreation tag. 

The button is $3 for all COM students. Non
student adults over eighteen pay $15 per year. 
Those 1 7 years or under pay $8. Family mem
bership is $40. 

A recreation tag entitles its holder to the 
COM raquetball, handball, and tennis courts. 
The gym is open for free play and equipment 
checkout at the following times: Monday 
12:30 - 5 p.m., 7 - 10 p.m.; Tuesday 9 a.m. -
4 p.m.; Wednesday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., 7 - 10 p.m.; 
Thursday 11 a.m. - 12 noon, 2 - 4 p.m.; Friday 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m., 7 - 10 p.m.; Saturday Youth 
Rec. 1 - 4 p.m.; Sunday Family Rec. 1 - 4 p.m. 
The COM weight room, sauna, and whirlpool 
facilities are also open to men and women with 
official tags. 

Tag holders will be able to fish on the 1st, 
3rd and 4th Saturdays of each month from sun
rise to sunset at Lake Eckert, next to the COM 
Student Center. For more details, contact Mary 
Ann Urick, 938-1211, Ext. 420, or pick up 
recreation tags at the COM Administration 
Office. 

FRIENDLY ADVICE 
by Diana R. Wilson 

Dear Diana, 
What do you think of a girl who would 

rather dance with her horse and ride her boy
friend down Palmer? 

Dear WIWAH, 
Wish I Was A Horse 

She is definitely unbridled and probably a 
native of Santa Fe. Refuse your oats. That will 
get her attention. 

********** 
Dear Diana, 

Would you settle a bet? ls it cool for a guy 
who has been married to refuse to sleep with a 
girl when she has traveled 2,500 miles to see 
him? (Need your answer quick.) 
Dear WTBR Wants To Be Right 

' Definitely not cool, especially if she is inde-
pendently wealthy. 

********** 

FRIENDSHIP cont. from pg. 1 

only close friends. Some 50% of the female stu
dents were stimulated by assertive, outspoken 
men and women, while less than a third of the 
men shared this view. The male students over
whelmingly agreed ( 80%) that a person ,vho has 
only fri~nds of the opposite sex would not have 
a negative self-image. 

Female students were split ( 40% yes and 
60% no) on that question. Fifty-eight percent 
of the female students felt that it was easier to 
b'e a lover than a good friend. The male students 
were split evenly on the issue and seemed to 
imply that the friend/lover position was hard to 
define in terms of "easiest." 

Qualities most important to the female stu
dents in a person they would want for a good 
friend included honesty, trust, constancy and 
reliability, openness, mutual ideas and personal
ity, similar changes, strong self-identity, sense of 
humor. 

Sensitivity, outgoing nature, interesting, sin
cere, "way they treat you," good listener, under
standing, nice personality, friendly attitude and 
positive outlook on life were other important 
qualities, 

Most important to male students in a person 
they would want for a good friend were hon
esty, sincerity, loyalty, trust, integrity, sex 
appeal, self-indep~ndence, studious, same major, 
nice and helpful, friendly, the way they act and 
treat you, and "they way they carry them
selves." 

Some 60% of female students indicated they 
preferred a man for a close friend for the follow
ing reasons: "Girls gossip too much, non
competitive, men won't stab you in the back, 
you can confide in them, they won't go behind 
your back, men keep secrets better, you can get 
closer to a man, men are less defensive, men 

MCT cont. from pg. 3 

Roof," and "Star Spangled Girl," directed the 
comedy. Andy Anderson (Lewis) and Bob 
Wright (Clark), were the two fighting members 
of the vaudeville team. 

The 1977-78 Winners Season will offer the 
following productions: "The Caucasian Chalk 
Circle," "The Playwright Series II," "Com
pany," "Look Homeward Angel," and "Oliver." 

Season memberships offer theatre-goers six 
shows for $13 (adults) and $8 (students and 
senior adults). COM Foundation Patrons may 
purchase memberships for $9.50. 

For more information concerning season 
tickets or reservations, please call the Theatre 
Office, 938-1211, ext. 345. 

SUNSHINE BOYS cont. from pg. 3 

Booker did an impressive job filling in on 
short notice for the final Saturday performance. 
He dropped some lines in the first scene, but re
covered and afterwards was letter-perfect. 

Margaret Baier was appropriately sexy and 
cute as the sexpot Nursie in the doctor sketch. 
John Lozica was adequate as the TV assistant 
director, and Jake Holler was satisfactory as the 
CBS-TV director who terminates the rehearsal. 

As the registered nurse caring for Clark, 
Connie Jones played the bored attendant well. 
It was effective staging for Lewis and Clark.to 
stay in character rather than coming back for 
curtain calls. 

The production overall was entertaining and 
well worth seeing. 

ENROLLMENT cont. from pg. I 

courses for journeymen, install an on-line com
puter registration system, implement a new staff 
development program for the adjunct faculty, 
and develop craft-related labs. 

"The progress of the Danforth campus dur
ing its first year of operation has been most im
pressive," Rubio declared. "William Raley, 
director of the Apprenticeship Program, is now 
working with the Bureau of Apprenticeship and 
Training of the ever-increasing needs of this area. 
The future offers us a remarkable challenge." 

ALL LETTERS TO "FRIENDLY ADVICE" SHOULD BE 
DROPPED IN THE BLACK lnterCOM box at the Student 
Activity Building. It is located to the immediate right of the 
fron •t door. 

D.R.W. 

don't gossip as much, can't trust a woman, feels 
more comfortable, men aren't messy." 

The majority of the male students ( 44%) 
stated that choice of a good friend did not de
pend on whether the person was male or female. 
However, the 32% who indicated that they 
would rather have a woman for a dose friend 
stated certain reasons for that choice. They 
said: "Women are more understanding, trust, 
not as nosey as a man, get along better, you can 
be their friend and their lover, you can let your
self go, can reveal your feelings and touch easily 
without embarrassment, and women generally 
seem more interested." 

Some 52% of both the male and female stu
dents agreed loneliness or the fear of loneliness 
has nothing to do with the way they react or 
relate to other people. 

Only four female students and one male 
student stated they did not have a best friend. 
Female students indicated that they prefer a 
male for a close friend, but they have 2½ times 
as many close female friends. Male students indi
cated that they are likely to have an equal num
ber of male and female friends, and only two 
out of three of their close friends are women. 

Female students, asked to describe their best 
or favorite friend in one word, included, "Un
derstanding, trustworthy, human, humorous, 
activ~ person, available, loving, reliable, fun, 
sincere, emotions, sweet, honest, trusting, at
tractive, wonderful, fine, fantastic, beautiful, 
and exotic." 

Responses from the male students on the 
same question included, "Honest, understand
ing, companionable, dependable, human, beau
tiful, trustworthy, sexy, good-looking, g~od 
buddy, wife, very studious, helpful, lovable, 
faithful, happy, nice personality, easygoing, 
fun-to-be-with, silly, great, refreshing, crazy, 
and fantastic." 
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AAMA TALENT SEARCH 
The Association for the Advancement of 

Mexican Americans is initiating a new Talent 
Search. 

This program hopes to attain a reduction in 
the dropout rate of potential secondary school 
dropouts within the inner-city Houston Com
munities. Academic counseling will be available 
to these students, encouraging them to complete 
high school as well as ep.ter into secondary 
institutions. 

In an attempt to encourage students to at
tend post-secondary schools, Talent Search 
counselors will outline opportunities at the var
ious college campuses. 

TODD DOTSON 

Wesley Bibb and Ula Childs match wits in chess game at 
COM Student Center. 

TRAVEL PROGRAM cont. from pg. 1 

nars with American and French diplomats to 
discuss the state of Franco-American relations. 

The group will then fly to London to visit 
the West End, Westminster Abbey, the House of 
Parliament, and Buckingham Palace. Also in
cluded are two first-rate theatre productions, a 
musical, and a dinner show at "Talk of the 
Town." The travelers will participate in special 
seminars with American and British diplomats 
to discuss the state of Anglo-American affairs. 

In both Paris and London participants will 
receive discount booklets for restaurants and 
sightseeing. 

"This is a unique opportunity for local 
Texans to learn about French and British cul
ture, the state of Franco- and Anglo-American 
relations, and to see theatre in two international 
cities," said Bob Handy, chairman of the Coun
cil Board of Directors, and Director of Adult 
Education and Community Services at College 
of the Mainland. He added that participants 
would be assured of plenty of leisure time to 
explore special places of interest on their own. 

The price for the tour is $870 per person, 
based on doubie-occupancy. The fee includes -
round-trip air fare, three nights at Hotel de 
France or a similar hotel, four nights at the 
Strand Palace or comparable accommodations, 
Continental breakfast each morning, theatre 
tickets and diplomatic seminars, round-trip 
transfers and porterage, sightseeing tours, dis
count books, membership cards to three of 
London's famous gaming clubs, personalized 
passport case, taxes and gratuities, two drink 
coupons to be used on National Airlines, and 
transportation from COM to Houston Inter
continental Airport and back. 

Discounts are available for members of the 
Gulf Coast Council on Foreign Affairs and the 
Mainland Community Theatre's 1977-78 
"Winner's Season." Interested parties should 
contact Fargo International Travel Service in 
Galveston or Texas City. Deposits of $50 are 
due in either of those offices 

For further information call 938-1211, ext. 
225 - 226. 

i 
..................................... i. 

BECOME A COLLEGE CAMPUS DEALER 
Sell Brand Name Stereo Components t 

i at lowest prices. High Profits. i NO INVESTMENT REQUIRED 
i For details, contact: 
• FAD Components, Inc. 

i• 65 Passaic Ave., P. 0. Box 689 
Fairfield, New Jersey 07006 f Ilene Orlowsky - 201-227-6884 
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COM CELEBRATES FIRST DECADE 
by Mary Danaczko 

"Among the 50 community colleges i_n 
Texas the one institution which leads them all is 
COM,:' declared Paul Teague, a founding trustee 
and member of the Coordinating Board of the 
Texas College and University System, at COM's 
10th Anniversary Celebration and Open House 
on Sunday. 

More than 1,300 visitors joined in festivities 
on-campus. 

Teague launched the celebration ~ith an 
official welcome at a short commemorative pro
gram held in the Teaching Auditoriu~. :1fe 
observed that his position on the Coordmatmg 
Board gave him an overview of all higher educa
tion in Texas. 

"I'm convinced that the only substantial 
innovation in higher education is taking place in 
the community colleges of Texas - that's where 
the real progress is being made today," he de
clared. 

Charles Doyle, President of the College of 
the Mainland Foundation, who served as Master 

Student Service Fee 
Totals $9,475 
by Teri Crook 

The total of COM's student service fee 
totaled $9,475 for the 1977 spring semester, 
comprising one-third of one percent of the col
lege's total income, according to Roland Smith, 
COM's comptroller. 

This one-third percent is required from stu
dents because the limitations of a university also 
apply to COM. "A community college is ui:ider 
the same constraints and limitations as a umver
sity, which affects the whole fee structure," 
ixplains Dr. Fem Ramirez, Dean ~f Stud~nt ~nd 
College Services. The student service fee is fifty 
cents per credit hour, with a maximum of $7.50. 

According to the Texas Education Code 
(Junior College District) "fees may be collected 
in the full amounts required or permitted ... 
without regard to actual use or availability, com
mencing at any time designated by the b?~?·" 

Service includes financing student activities, 
continued on pg. 3 

Deaf-Mute Learns To Speak 
by Ch~ryl Henderson 

Katsuko Kotzebue was three years old and 
living' in Yokohama, Japan, when an atom bomb 
hit nearby Hiroshima. 

Although warned by her parents to remain 
inside the family home, she ventured out with 
the natural curiosity of a three-year-old. 

"I was walking near a cave," she recalls to
day. "When the bomb hit, I ran inside and sat 
down·. The bomb hit the mountain and the 
noise ruined my hearing. I remember being very 
hot and very sick. The doctor came, but my 
ears were damaged irreparably." 

Kotzebue, 34, was mute when she joined 
COM's Adult Basic Education program (ABE) 
less than two months ago. She first learned of 
ABE through her friend - and now interpreter 
- Desi Caylor, who also attends ABE classes. 

"I had a tutor who came to my home, but 
she only taught me sign language. I know I 
c.;ould learn to talk. I am very pleased with my 

continued on pg. 3 

of Ceremonies introduced speakers to offer 
their observati~ns on the college's early begin
nings. 

H. K. "Griz" Eckert, the first president of 
the Board of Trustees, noted that the year spent 
launching College of the Mainland was the most 
exciting he ever spent. 

Now living in Kerrville, Eckert observed, 
"I'm always amazed, whenever I come back to 
visit at the number of people who stop to tell 
me the effect this institution has had on their 
lives.'' 

Dr. Herbert F. Stallworth, first president of 
the College, declared, "There was no Board of 
Trustees in America with more quality, vision, 
and class than the one I found when I came to 
be interviewed in May of 1967." 

He added that at that time, COM was one 
typewriter and a two-drawer file cabinet. 

"Remarkably, we were able to offer our first 
classes that following fall through extraordinary 
efforts of that early team," he added. 

continued on page 3 

DOES COM NEED BUS TRANSPORTATION? 
by Jamie West and Karen Behan 

According to a recent InterCOM poll of stu
dents obtaining bus transportation could be a 
worthwhile addition for the college's partici
pants, both credit and non-credit. 

Although some students polled pointed out 
problems of determining a bus route, and caus
ing an additional expense to COM's budget, 
most students felt bus transportation had its 
merits. 

Orie plus for having a bus circulate around 
the community is that it will help conserve gaso
line. Students could even opt for bus transporta
tion a few days a week to cut the expense of 
self-transportation. 

Other points mentioned were that busing . 
would avoid the inconvenience of having fam
ilies drive students to school. Resourceful stu
dents even suggested the idea of a minibus, if it 
appeared riders would be too few in number. . 

But COM President Dr. Fred Taylor said 
attempts in 1971 and 1972 to provide such 
transportation failed because of insufficient stu
dent participation. He pointed out that the 

continued on pg. 5 

WHY COM CLOCKS DON'T ••• . 
by Marian J. Stein 

· COM's clocks must be reported as non
working to be corrected, says Joe Faulk, Direc
tor, Buildings and Grounds. 

Faulk explained that clocks on-campus are 
controlled by one master clock which controls 
and corrects all clocks at COM. 

Many clocks fail to give correct times be
cause people set the· clocks themselves, by pull
ing the faces off and moving the hands, he said. 
This sets clocks out of synchronization and fouls 
up the gears. 

"There are over 200 clocks at COM, and 
they are within one minute of the correct time 
more or less," he said. Faulk did not comment 
on those clocks several hours off. 

Students staff, or faculty can report non
working clo~ks by calling Faulk at the mainte
nance department, ext. 400i. 

MAINLAND 

NUMBER 2 

SIMPSON REFLECTS ON COM 
"It has always been my concern to provide 

an atmosphere in which teachers can follow 
their own compass of truth, wherever the needle 
might point," declared Texas City attorney 
James P. Simpson, President of COM's Board of 
Trustees. 

Looking back over ten years during which he 

served on the Board, Simpson said, "It's gratify
ing to see that COM has adhered to its founding 
principles. It has achieved a national reputation 
for innovation, trying new ways to improve in
struction, meeting community needs, and main
taining its integrity in academic freedom." 

Simpson has continuously waged a strong 
defense of academic freedom during his tenure 
on the Board. He feels the community supports 
this view, for -he was recently elected to a third 
term by the largest number of votes ever cast for 
a trustee, despite the fact he ran against two 
opponents. 

Recently, Simpson was also chosen by Main
land Branch of the NAACP to accept its Award 
of the Year for championing human rights. 

Simpson became aware of the need for aca
demic freedom while a student at the University 
of Texas, when Dr. Homer Rainey was dismissed 
as UT President by the Regents. 

"I saw an example of a great university dom
inated by a group of men rather than princi
ples," Simpson declared. "The experience left 
me with a determination to fight for academic 
freedom wherever I could." 

Simpson entered UT in 1945, after three 
years in the United States Air Force durin'g 

continued on page 4 

EARLY REGISTRATION FOR STUDENTS 
by Teri Crook 

Early registration for the COM spring 
semester 1978, for students now enrolled, is 
scheduled for November 30, December 1 and 2. 

On December 1, registration will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. On December 2, students 
may register between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

Dr. Robert Johnston, COM Registrar, says 
two new methods for improved, faster register
ing will be put into use. He cited issuance of 
time permits on a first-come first-served basis 
(which gives students a specific terminal time), 
and the convenience of paying fees the same 

continued on pg. 5 
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FELLOWSHIPS FOR BLACK AMERICANS 
by Sharyl Harper 

The National Fellowships Fund, with the 
support of the Ford Foundation, is offering a 
limited number of graduate fellowships in field 
research in Africa and the Middle East to Black 
Americans who intend to pursue higher aca
demic careers. 

In behalf of a broader Ford Foundation pro
gram, the fellowships are offered to assist histor
ically disadvantaged minorities whose opportuni
ties for participation in higher education have 
been limited as the result of racial discrimination 
and/or other factors. 

To be eligible, the applicant 

1. Must be a United States citizen. 

2. Must be enrolled in or planning to enter 
an accredited U. S. graduate school of
fering the doctoral degree in his field of 
study. 

3. Must be currently engaged in or planning 
to enter a career in higher education. 

4. Must have completed the equivalent of 
two academic years of full-time graduate 
study. 

The purpose of this program is to provide 
opportunities for an extended dissertation 
research in an overseas setting. 

Fellowships will normally be awarded for 
projects requiring a period of up to 12 months 
in the field. Stipends will differ according to 
country, but will include transportation costs, 
maintenance allowance for the Fellow and de
pendents, and certain expenses related to under
taking overseas research. 

All applicants are required to submit scores 
on the Graduate Record Examination Aptitude 
Test and one Advanced Test. These tests will be 
administered on December 10, 1977. 

Arrangements for taking the test should be 
made by the applicant directly with the Grad
uate Record Examinations, Educational Testing 
Service, Box 955, Princeton, New Jersey 08540. 
Applicants should request that their scores be 
sent directly to "National Fellowships Fund 
Code Number R5487-4." 

The deadline for submitting .completed ap
plications and all supporting documents is Jan
uary 5, 1978. Applicants will be notified of 
award decisions on March 25, 1978. 

Application forms must be requested by the 
individual applicants. No applications will be 
sent to intermediaries. For application forms· 
and additional information, write to: 

GRADUATE FELLOWSHIPS FOR 
BLACK AMERICANS 

National Fellowships Fund 
795 Peachtree Street, N.E., Suite 484 

Atlanta, Georgia 30308 

College seniors are not eligible to apply. 
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CAMPUS LACKS NIGHT SECURITY 

COM's campus at night presents a com
pletely different picture to a day student exper
iencing the dark campus's difficulties first hand. 

The parking lot lights by the Student Center 
are not working - this lot is dark. Anyone 
parked at the rear of this lot would have trouble 
finding the way to his car. 

Not one security guard was in sight this par
ticular evening. If COM's security guards are not 
wearing uniforms at night, how does one know 
who the security personnel are in an emergency? 

Students walking at night stay near the cen
ter of the sidewalks. The campus has many 
shadows and dark corners. It would be easy for 
someone to hide unseen in these shadows. 

A departmental suite in the LRC this parti
cular evening was unlocked, and no one was 
there. Keys to the faculty offices were in an un
locked secretary's desk. 

As one student remarked, "Someone could 
get killed out there." Another said since a body 
was found on-campus (see lnterCOM, February 
1977 ), students are still jumpy. 

This is true, to a point. One cannot overlook 
the dangers present on-campus in the evenings. 
There is a noticeable lack of safety. It's time to 
do something about this situation now before 
someone gets hurt. 

- Marian J. Stein 

COM IN NEED OF HEAL TH SERVICES 

In a recent interview, COM President Dr. 
Fred Taylor said that ill students can go to the 
Nursing Division to lie down. More relevantly, 
each department at COM is supposed to have 
first aid supplies to treat ill patients or faculty. 

All faculty suites in the LRC have a bottle 
of aspirin. Suite C has a bottle of alcohol, some 
band-aids, gauze, and aspirin. A first aid roo i 
the Student Center is behind tables, in a closed
off area, and usually locked. It contains one 
stretcher, a toilet for handicapped people, and a 
couch - with a popcorn machine sitting on top 
of it. 

A first aid extension number (415) is listed, 
but when dialed for help, the phone is answered 
by the Career Center secretary. When asked if 
COM nursing instructors would treat ill students, 
Sandra M. Burton, secretary, Nursing Division, 
said, "No." She refused to comment whether 
this policy was because of departmental concern 
about possible malpractice suits. 

If a student is ill, Student Services will noti
fy a next-of-kin. If the student lives in the im
mediate COM area, the college will provide 
transportation home. If the student is in· need of 
an ambulance, Security Officer Joe Rotrammel 
will call a vehicle from County Memorial Hos
pital to take the person to the CMH emergency 
room. 

Those of us enrolled at COM are supposed to 
feel fortunate that the college is close to CMH, 
because there are virtually no health facilities at 
COM. Since this is a junior college, the students 
do not live on-campus, COM's administration 
has deemed health facilities unnecessary. 

For a college with 6,000 students, this is 
deplorable. We can well afford to hire a full-time 
nurse to treat ill students, staff, and faculty at 
COM. It would surely be worth a little increase 
in tuition. - Linda Kirkpatrick 

LARRY STANLEY WILL BE MISSED BY COM 
Lary Stanley, Director of COM's Humanities 

Department, has resigned as of December 15. 
Stanley plans to enter a partnership in a restau
rant in Red River, New Mexico. 

Stanley, Humanities head since 1973, has 
provided a real service by his commitment to 
COM's students. Coming in contact with 
Stanley for the first time, a student could pos
sibly feel intimidated by this quiet-spoken, 
seemingly stern man, but he quickly puts every
one at ease with his ready smile and sincere con
cern. 

He listens to any student who comes to him 
with a problem, handling the situation easily 
and capably. Stanley will continue to work with 
the problem, sticking with it until the matter is 
solved. 

COM will have a hard time replacing Stanley 
when he goes. When a man of this quality, com
mitment and management ability departs, he 
leaves a void difficult to fill. 

lnterCOM would like to thank Larry Stanley 
for all he has given us. The paper, like many 
other activities at COM, would not exist without 
his interest and cooperation. We wish him luck 
with his plans. But we will miss him. 

-Marian J. Stein 
WHY STUDENT SERVICE FEE? 

Confusion surrounds the phrase "student 
service" for many COM students, as it promotes 
the idea of a fee specifically designed for social 
activities. 

The only student activities existing on cam
pus are clubs, organizations, and field trips. The 
General Revenue Fund (which contains the stu
dent service fee) finances these. Only a small 
percentage of students participate in these acti
vities. Why are the majority of the COM stu
dents charged for participation? Why can't 
these organizations support themselves? 

It's hard to connect indirect benefits of free 
parking an counseling, to payjng ifty c.e ts,..µ,, ,-._..__,,1 
credit hour. After all, administration and staff 
also receive some of the free benefits and pay no 
student service fee. Perhaps if the word "stu-
dent" were dropped from descriptions of this 
fund, confusion would end. 

The question is exactly how much of the 
service fee pays for operating costs of these 
many indirect, and very few direct benefits. 
Roland Smith of Business Services answered that 
the percentages "would be infinitesimal." If the 
amount is admittedly so small that it makes lit
tle difference; why do we pay a student service 
fee at all? - Teri Crook 

USE OF TAPE RECORDERS IN CLASS 
Recently, after one particularly interesting 

and outspoken class at COM, participating stu
dents learned that a hidden tape recorder had 
been operating in one student's tote bag all dur
ing the discussion. A few students knew about 
the tape recorder. However, neither the teacher 
nor the majority of the class realized that they 
were being recorded. 

The student involved was taping the class to 
back up a presentation to her scholarship ad
visor. She was dissatisfied with the material be
ing presented, the instructor's view point, and 
the amount of work required to achieve an "A." 

As this was the only major-related course, she 
felt that if she didn't have concrete proof to 
offer her advisor, she would be required to com
plete the course to satisfy her scholarship re
quirements. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR -~ 

This student is still in that class. It is safe to 
assume that her advisor was not unduly moved • 
by the proof she offered to change her scholar
ship requirements. 

EDITOR: 

The college needs to give students a dance, free of 
charge. 

A COM Student 
EDITOR: 

COM needs a new Spanish teacher and more student 
activities - not that there are any - there aren't. Last 
but not least, one shouldn't be dropped from a course 
for absences. We pay for our courses, not COM. 

A Student 

EDITOR: 

I think one thing that would really help COM would 
be for the advisors to really advise. My advisor, who is a 
charming man, can never be found. In the past week, I 
had two appointments with this man, and both times he 
never appeared. The only time I see him is when I acci
dently run into him. He doesn't even know he has ap
pointments with me. All this man says is, "I can't help 
you, but if there's ever anything I can do to help you, 
let me know. Not that I can do anything anyway." 

A Student 
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There may be cases when tape recording a 
class is necessary. But it should be done only 
with the express consent of everyone involved. 
It is illegal, immoral, and unconstitutional to 
record any conversation without all parties in
volved being fully aware of the situation. 

This situation does not seem to be wide
spread at COM, but when it does happen, stu
dents' rights to privacy and freedom of speech 
have been violated. It is a dangerous and un
n~cessary way to prove a point. - Diana R. Wilson 



DSO REFLECTS ON 
YEARS AT COM 
by Chris Brow11 

Sergeant Donald (Daffy) Webbfoot, Duck 
St'curity Officer, recalled his many years with 
D.U .C. (Ducks Use Caution), in a recent inter
view with InterCOM. He said he granted this 
interview ' 'because I'm a quack. All right, so I'm 
not a great humorist. It's always~_those rabbits 
and mice that get all ·the laughs." Bitterness 
showed in his eyes as he told me, "Rabbits and 
mice have all the good writers - who are all 
probably ducks - but we don't hear about that. 

" I'm a cop, a flatfoot. My beat is this group 
of buildings called College of the Mainland. You 
humans call it COM. Well, I have news for you 
from us ducks," as his beak began to quiver. 
" It isn't calm, it is hectic. 

" I walk these flat stone-like pathways you 
call sidewalks. I don't know why you call them 
that, no one walks on the sides, just right down 
the middle, disturbing the ducks. 

"That's my job - policing the area for ducks 
and helping them when necessary," he says. 

· "You don't know what it's like, waddling down 
walkways with our sore flat little feet trying 
desperately not to get trampled on by humans. 
If you don't think we have sore feet, look at 
them closely. Just see how red they are. Our 
feet are this sore mostly from landing in the 
water continuously through the years. 

"That's painful, but it's not half as bad as 
when you humans step on our feet, which also 
makes them red, flat, and sore. You clumsy 
oafs should look just once to see if we are there 
instead of trample, trample, trample . Do you 
know how long it takes to grow back a feather?" 
he said as tears came to his eyes. 

"You humans are always making fun of us 
ducks, too. There were the Marx Brothers in 
Duck Soup. Not to mention it is a sin to eat 
duck soup, you cannibals," he said as his face 
began to pale, "but there was not one halfway 
decent duck in the whole picture. And critics 

LEARNS TO TALK . . . from pg. 1 

instructor, Jola Hubisz, and feel I am making 
progress, " Kotzebue explains with Caylor's 
help. 

Kotzebue was born in Yokohama Japan in 
1943. She met and married her Am~rican hus
band, David Kotzebue, in 1972 when he was in 
Japan working for Western Geophysical. Nearly 
five years ago, they moved to the U.S. 

"Before I met my husband, I did not like 
Americans, nor did I understand the reason for 
the bombing. Now I know some people here and 
think they are very good. But they seem very 
lonely . What is on the outside of a person here 
is not always what is on the inside. In Japan, 
what is on the outside is on the inside " Kotze-
bue explains. ' 

When she is not at COM, Kotzebue enjoys 
sewing and collecting shells. 

"In Japan, I sewed, played volleyball, and 
ran regularly, but now I am a lady," she says 
with a laugh. 

After Kotzebue accomplishes her goal of 
learning to speak, she would like to open a 
boutique, and sew for people as she did · in 
Japan. 

According to Jola Hubisz, Literacy Instruc
tor for ABE, Kotzebue is making remarkable 
progress. 

"When she first came to us, she did not even 
know the alphabet. She's now learning how to 
write in English. I'm trying to teach her from a 
phonics standpoint. We're using a mirror so she 
can see how various sounds are formed. She can 
now make all 20 consonant sounds, and has 
learned simple phrases like hello and how are 
you? and others. Katsuko is extremely intelli
gent," says Hubisz. 

Linda Arolfo, another ABE instructor, is 
also . teaching Kotzebue, through experience 
stories. She writes in English what Kotzebue 
says in sign language. 

Oral communication is alien to Kotzebue, 
hut with the help of Hubisz, Arolfo, and COM's 
ABE program, she hopes to make her dream of 
speaking a reality at last. 

' 

HEALTH SERVICE AT 
C. 0. M. 

ain't it great? ______ ....., 

ein' close to the hospital?!! 

call it their best film. 
"We got you back for that, though," as a 

smile like Dracula's etched his face. "We made 
our own film called Marx Brothers Soup. It 
starred the Drake Brothers - Grumpo, Piccolo, 
and Cheapo, a well-known comedy team in the 
duck world. Now that was a work of art " he 
said. ' 

"But have you seen it?" he asked. "It's 
been banned from being shown in public. Equal 
Rights - huh. By the way, that film won a 
Ducky." 

His smile was suddenly erased from his face 
as. he went on, ''.Then there's that poor, de
prived, sympathetic duck on television called 
Daffy. Not only is he a minority (he is black), 
he is also continuously being heckled and put 
down by that scrawny ball of fur called Bugs 
Bunny. This so-called cute animal," his nostrils 
began to flare, red in his eyes now, "cheats 
Daffy out of his turn as host of the show, and 

COM CELEBRATION . . . fro~ p g. 1 

Dr. Fred A. Taylor, President of COM, for
merly the first Dean of Instruction, noted that 
COM continues to be experimental, innovative, 
and in tune to the needs of the community. 

He went on to make the following predic
tions for the next decade: (1) a tremendous 
expansion of industrially-related programs; (2) 
a steady . increase in university-parallel offerings; 
(3) a continuation of growth in technical/voca
tional programs, and ( 4) an increased involve
ment of communities in Community Education 
Cooperative. 

"The future holds great promise for· COM," 
Dr. Taylor declared. "I am confident we will 
pursue realization of that promise with the same 
dedication and enthusiasm which has made pos
sible achievements in our first decade." 

Edward Wesley, the first Student Associa
tion president, who is now a practicing attorney 
in Texas City, recounted the impact COM had 
on his life. 

"Ten years ago, I was a 20-year-old welder
pipe fitter with little thought of going on to 
college. No one in my family had even finished 
high school," he said. "I decided to enroll and 
I got all the help and encouragement I needed 
to go on to reach my pres<:mt goal." 

Wesley added that of the three degrees he 
received from three institutions, "there was 
none more important than the one I got here." 

He observed that "there is something unique 
about COM that is not present at other institu
tions. It's a feeling the student receives that he 
counts as an individual, that people care about 
him, that he can succeed in reaching whatever 
goals he sets for himself." 

James Simpson, President of the Board, ex
pressed his appreciation to the community for 
its support of the college from its inception. 

"It is the ideas and sentiments that pervade a 
people that are the true causes of everything 
else," he declared. "No nation is ever great un
less it is called to greatness by its leaders. 

"This institution is great because it was 
called to greatness by such men as Paul Teague, 
"Griz" Eckert, Herb Stallworth, Fred Taylor 
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no one does anything about it. This is truly 
disgusting and a total waste of good talent. 

"Then there is Mickey Mouse - a disease
ridden rat who always gets a friendly sweet duck 
named Donald into trouble. None of these ducks 
get star billing, yet heaven knows they deserved 
it for years. 

"There is also that song that goes 'Rubber 
ducky, you're the one . .. ' We don't even let 
rubber ducks in our union. You humans have a 
sick sense of humor," he said, as a tear ran down 
his cheek and he grabbed a box of Kleenex. 

He began again, "I also feel that Todd Dot
son should be fired from InterCOM because of 
that degrading picture in your last issue . It was 
total filth. 

"Then there is Lake Eckert." He began to 
smile again and said, "I don't think we -even 
classify it as a pond on the force. Humans must 
have poor eyesight, or else you classify anything 
larger as a gulf." His face became serious as he 
went on. "In this so-called Lake Eckert there are 
these flying saucer-shaped creatures you call 
turtles. We codename them U-2s, because they 
attack us without any provocation. 

"Little ducks can't even swim in the canals 
in front of their own nests without adult 
supervision. And you say you are having a rising 
crime wave." He began to cry as he continued 
on with his saddening story . "These turtles con
tinuously maim and kill us. One second you're 
there and the next you're gone . 

"You humans aren't helping, buying them as 
pets then setting them free when they are too 
big. That makes some of you an accessory to a 
crime - easily 5 to 10 years hard labor. The lake 
is also polluted from all the junk you humans 
throw in," he said. 

"The parking lot is also a problem for us 
ducks, " tears beginning to dry on his cheeks. 
"When it is hot we sit under the cars because it 
is shady. We always check to see if anyone is in 
the car to make sure it is safe. But when It's 
time to go home, you don't even have the 
decency to check to see if we are under the car. 
Sometimes some of us don't make it home. 

:.:._we will move if you ask us nicely. But, oh 
no, it's zoom, zoom, zoom, and crush, crush , 
crush for us ducks. I have been wounded twice 
saving little ducks from your cars. I don't want 
to brag, but I received two purple beaks for it . 

"A man's best friend is a duck, not a dog. 
What is a pond or lake without a duck? What is 
Easter without a duck? You need us, so please 
watch out for us. Remember the men from 
D.U.C. always get their human." 

STUDENT FEE . . . from pg. 1 

clubs and organizations, and some student field 
trips, according to Dr. Ramirez. The student 
service fee is deposited into the General Revenue 

' Fund to pay for services COM students receive 
free (for which most Texas universities and some 
junior colleges charge), such as parking, counsel
ing, testing, tutoring, equipment, facilites, career 
counseling, drop/adds, and graduation. 

Bob Smith, Director of Student Life and the 
Center for Career Decisions, says at the time he 
took over his job this service fee came under the 
title of "student activity," based on the custom 
of other state colleges. 

"The phrase activity fee was a misnomer," 
says Smith, "because there were few activities 
and little participation." He then reduced the 
set standard fee of $7.50 to fifty cents per credit 
hour, with a maximum of $7.50. 

"About three years ago the description was 
changed in the student catalog1.1e from student 
activity to student service fee ," Smith says. 
However, it wasn't until the Summer I 1977 
registration schedule forms came out that the 
phrase revision was printed for the students. 

and many, many other leaders in our commun
ity," he pointed out. 

Wesley presented Dr. Taylor with a special 
banner commemorating its decade of existence. 
The program concluded with "The Mainlander's 
March," written for the occasion by Susan 
Smeltzer, COM's artist-in-residence. The COM 
Singers were directed by Larry Stanley, Chair
man of the Division of Arts and Humanities. 



CLEAR LAKE C of C ANNOUNCES 

PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST 
Clear Lake Chamber of Commerce officials 

have announced the third annual Christmas Boat 
Lane Photography Contest, with cash prizes for 
the nine entries best capturing the parade on 
water. 

Christmas Boat Lane is scheduled to roll 
through the Kemah-Seabrook c~annel and 
around Clear Lake on Saturday evemng, Decem
ber 10, beginning at 7 p.m. O~er 60 pleasure 
crafts, sailboats, and commercial vessels ~re 
expected to bring the area waterwa?s to hfe 
with yuletide themes, lighting, decorat10ns, and 
costuming. . 

Entries will be accepted in three categories: 
black and white prints, color prints, and color 
35mm slides. . 

First prize in each category will be $50, with 
$35 for each second place winner and $25 _for 
third placers. Black and white and color prmts 
should be 5 x 7 or larger. 

All entries must be in the chamber offices, 
1201 Nasa Boulevard, by Thursday, Janu~ry 
12, at 4 p.m. Winners will be announced du~mg 
the noon chamber Board of Directors meetmg, 
Tuesday, January 1 7, at the C of C offices. 

Entries will remain the property of the Clear 
Lake Chamber of Commerce for future Boat 
Lane publicity purposes. This year, entries ~rom 
last year's contest are being sent t? ~he nat:onal 
television networks, Houston televis10n stations, 
numerous magazines, and newspapers around 
the Houston-Galveston area. 

NOVELIST AND POET TO VISIT COM 
by Teri Crook 

Beverly Lowry and Roland Tharp will be 
guests of COM's Center for Contemporary Writ
ing at 7 PM, December 6, in the Arena Theatre. 

Lowry is a novelist and fiction writer whose 
first book, Come Back Lolly Rae, published last 
February by Doubleday, received wide critical 
acclaim. Lawry's short stories and essays have 
appeared in Redbook, Viva, Playgirl, Texas 
Monthly, and in two anthologies - Bitches and 

-----Saci"La~ an Fiction and Poetry oy Texas 
Women. 

His second novel, untitled as yet, will be 
published by Doubleday in August 1978. She is 
currently teaching a creative writing course at 
University of Houston. 

Ronald Tharp, a native of La Marque, pro
fessor of psychology at University of Hawaii, 
and director for UHawaii's poetry center, will 
follow Lowry to read his work. 

Highland Station, a collection of poems by 
Tharp about the history of Galveston County, is 
the Contemporary Writing Center's first chap
book of this year. Tharp has been published in 
Back Door, Loon, Sou 'western, Prairie Schoon
er, and Shenandoah. 

Tharp's grandfather, George E. Keefer, once 
owned the land on which COM was eventually 
built. 

There will be no charge for admission to the 
program. 

J. P. SIMPSON . . . from pg. 1 

World War II. He flew 59 missions over Germany 
in a B-26 Bomber, and received the Air Medal 
with two silver clusters. 

After receiving his bachelor's degree, Simp
son entered UT law school receiving his L.L.B. 
in 1950. He was admitted to the bar the same 
year, and in 1958 began to practice before the 
U.S. Supreme Court. -

Simpson was a Special Agent- for the FBI 
from 1950 to 1952, and served as an Assistant 
Attorney General of Texas in 1957 to 1958. 

A ·member of the State Democratic Execu
tive Committee for four years, he is a member of 
the Galveston County and l\1ainland Bar .,_A_._ssocia
tion (in 1962, he served as President). In 1974, 
Simpson was elected President of the Associ~
tion of Texas Junior College Board Members and 
:Administrators. 

Looking ahea<;l to the next decade, Simpson 
predicted COM's academic and technical
vocational programs will grow steadily, while 
adult education, non-credit, and counseling pro
grams will continue to serve the community." 

"I see COM becoming one of the cultural 
focal points of Galveston County." 

DEN IM IS CH IC 

Casual is still the word for students at COM this fall. For 
women, a long-sleeve plaid shirt, warmup jacket, and 
jeans. For men, a solid shirt, athletic sweater, and 
brushed jeans. 

REVIEW: 
WIT, WISDOM AND WICKEDNESS 

by Diana R. Wilson 

The Caucasian Chalk Circle ( weekends Octo
ber 27 - November 12) was an ambitious and 
successful undertaking for COM's Arena The
ater. The play's author, Bertolt Brecht, created a 
concise and accurate glimpse of reality through 
absolute parody. The intricate and ironic plot 
was woven into substantial fabric through vari
ety and superior characterizations by an enor
mous cast. 

There were many outstanding lines in this 
play. One was delivered by Adzak ( the judge -
played by Gonzalo Montoya with fierce vital
ity). As he was holding the trial to determine 
who would receive the child, he asked a lawyer 
how much he was to be paid. The lawyer replied 
he would receive a large amount of money. The 
judge replied, "Oh. I listen in quite a different 
way when I know the lawyer is good." 

Odette Ruben's rich costuming, with elabo
rate hats and bizzare masks, was pure imagery. 
The costuming was the chief visual effect 
throughout the play. Marc Sequin's.startling and 
innovative multi-tiered set design worked beau
tifully on all levels, furthering Brecht's idea of 
reality through alienation. 

Lary Stanley's original music was sensual 
and enchanting, ranging from mystical, Tibetan
oriental overtones to bawdy, rousing joy. 
Especially fine were the duets between the judge 
and the policeman (Marvin Byrkett). Mysterious 
sound effects added to the play's mounting sus
pense. The lighting design by Marq Gillentine 
and Kay Tenhet, executed right on cue, was 
extraordinarily effective. 

Lovers Simon and Grusha (portrayed by 
George W. Hatch, Jr. and Teresa Christensen) 
alternated from poignancy to vivid wrath. They 
were well-motivated and· believable. Two of the 
most outstanding actors in Chalk Circle were 
Brian Schoonmaker and Rachel Goldstein, each 
playing anumber of different roles, shining forth 
as talented professionals. 

The success of this difficult play was due to 
director Jack Westin. When a community theater 
can produce a professional-level production, as 
achieved in this explosive/romantic/humorous 
play, it o,ves a debt to the stage director. All of 
the play's puzzle-pieces fit without confusion. 
With such a profusion of media competing for 
the audience's attention, it is rewarding to be 
able to attend a- theatrical production in our 
community and leave feeling satisfied and enter
tained. 

The Caucasian Chalk Circle's main theme 
was, "He who farms best, gets the farm. She 
who mothers best, gets the child." The over-all 
statement was: "Arena Theater has come of 
age!" 
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"Denim" is a shortened form of "deNimes," 
referring to the first place the fabric was wo~en 
- Nimes, France, a regional textile center durmg 
the Middle Ages. 

Now denim jeans are a staple of American 
fashion. 'Even designers the caliber of Bill Blass 
have commented on jeans. Blass has said jeans 
are "the best single item of apparel ever de-
signed." . 

But long before America has heard of Bill 
Blass, denim was making an impact on history. 
The sails of a voyager's ship named the Santa 
Maria were actually made from the cloth. Sev
eral hundred years later, denim was transformed 
into jeans. . 

Legend has it the first pair was the idea of a 
young man named Levi Strauss who had a roll of 
tent canvas with him when he came to San Fran
cisco, just after the gold rush. When he heard 
that pants wore out quickly when men ~ent 
digging for gold, he decided to make a pair of 
truly tough trousers from canvas. 

Soon the popularity of Levi's pants spread, 
and he enlisted the help of family members to 
make them in greater numbers. A plus for the 
garments came about when a tailor had an idea 
to start placing copper rivets in the back pockets 
of the pants. 

Today's jeans are considerably refined from 
those first versions. Sanforizing eliminated 
shrinkage as a problem. Many extra touches are 
added to "designer" jeans - leather trim on 
pockets, fancy stitching. 

HGO CHORUS AUDITIONS, TICKETS 

Houston Grand Opera is currently holding 
auditions for additional chorus men for the up
coming production of Aida, which opens Jan
uary 20, 1978. 
· Chorus rehearsals for this Verdi favorite are 
already in progress. Male singers interested in 
being part of the men's chorus - to sing with 
noted Canadian tenor Emanno Mauro, La Scala 
baritone Silvanno Caroli and basso Richard Gill 
- should contact HGO's Principal Conductor 
John Demain at the opera office, 227-1287. 

Singers must be at least 18 years old and 
may be required to sing two selections, one in 
English and one to sight read. A pianist will be 
provided or auditioners may bring one. 

Single tickets for Houston Grand Opera's 
1978. season are also now on sale at Houston 
Ticket Center in Jones Hall. 

Repertoire favorites remaining in the season 
lineup include Puccini's TOSCA and two Verdi 
masterpieces - Falstaff and Aida - and Beverly 
Sills stars in a new production of Lehar's Merry 
Widow. 

Ticket prices range from $25 to $2.50 for 
most performances. Seats are available for both 
the International Series, performed in the origi
nal language, and the American Series performed 
in English. 

Tickets are available at the Houston Ticket 
Center, 227-3625, and at all seven Foley's 
stores. Liberal discounts are offered for groups 
of 25 or more. 

RESEARCH 
Assistance 

ALL SUBJECTS 

Name _________ _ 

Address _________ _ 
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ELP BACK ON THE ROAD 
by Bruce Regini 

.l<;merson, Lake, and Palmer gave a highly 
creative concert when they appeared at Hou
ston's Coliseum October 31 and November 1 
on the band's first U. S. tour in four years. 

Nearly $1 million was spent in preparation 
for the tour. At exactly 8 :30 PM the lights 
were dimmed. ELP entered centerstage via an 
understage hydraulic lift, and proceeded to play 
a very stylized version of music from a James 
Bond film. 

The first act contained works of keyboard 
wizard Keith Emerson, which mesmerized the 
audience with Emerson's creative electronic 
ability. A superb version of "Welcome Back, My 
Friends" opened the second act followed by 
ELP 's famous "Lucky Man." This act contained 
compositions by lead singer Greg Lake, includ
ing "Genevieve," "Still You Tum Me On," and 
cuts from previous ELP albums . 

Carl Palmer shook the coliseum with an ex
cellent drum solo. (Palmer's drum set enables 
him to revolve around an array of percussion 
instruments.) 

The second act brought an ecstatic reaction 
from the audience and ended with a standing 
ovation, because ELP placed emphasis on their 
most popular songs of the last four years . 

The stage was clear and visible to the entire 
audience to show excellent lighting and original 
special-effects, which are ELP trademarks. Well
timed explosions of fire from Keith Emerson's 
keyboards excited the crowd. His acrobatic 
movements while playing a small upright organ 
in "Hoe-down" had Emerson actually bouncing 
up and down, on and around the instrument. 

The show, which ended at 11 PM, was fairly 
long. ELP spent four years getting ready for this 

BUS SERVICE ... from pg. 1 

Moody Foundation provided COM granted 
funds to buy three minibuses. The program was 
run for two weeks, with very little interest by 
students. 

Meanwhile, expenses for hiring bus drivers 
gasoline, and maintenance were mounting. ' 

"We found that hiring taxis would be 
cheaper," Dr. Taylor said. "The cost per student 
was about $3.50 each." Eventually, he said, 
COM administrators sold the buses and put the 
income into a scholarship fund. 

Students wishing to submit ideas about 
transportation to COM are encouraged to file 
suggestions in the InterCOM box, Student Cen
ter. 

REGISTRATION . . . from pg. 1 

day. 
Students will be given a chance to evaluate 

the registering process, with a survey written by 
the Registration Office, to inform the admin
istr . .tion of difficulties and assess the general 
procedure. 

Detailed instructions, along with the permit 
to register, will be mailed to all students cur
rently enrolled, Dr. Johnston said. 

tour and it showed - the concert was sheer 
perfection. 

Emerson, Lake, and Palmer have proved 
style and hard preparation are the basics of 
unique, inventive performances. The show was a 
memorable experience for the audience and 
band. From the responses of the crowd, due to 
ELP's excellent presentation, the band will have 
a solid future. 
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STANLEY PROVIDES DRAMA'S MUSIC 

Mainland Community Theatre's production 
of Caucasian Chalk Circle was an ambitious 
effort, according to Larry Stanley, Chairman of 
COM's Division of Arts and Humanities. 

It will also be remembered for the breath
taking set and the mystical quality of its musical 
score, both of which are the creations of COM 
personnel. Reggie Schwander is responsible for 
the set and Stanley composed the music. 

Stanley says the play was ideally suited for 
music. "The monologues, especially, are intensi
fied by the music," he explained, adding that 
the ancient story has an Eastern ambience which 
gave him an opportunity to use unusual chords 
and oriental scales. 

"I think the challenge for me was to use 
musical components a composer seldom has a 
chance to employ," Stanley said, "to fit the 
music to the personalities of the cast members." 

Composing for the stage is not a new exper
ience for Stanley. He wrote the background 
music for COM's production of . . . a time 
to die, an original drama by Jack Westin. He also 
wrote music for Lone Star, the first pageant to 
be presented in Galveston's new amphitheatre, 
and served as its music director. 

A talented musician, composer, choir direc
tor, ~usic instructor, and administrator, Stanley 
considers time management as the greatest chal
lenge in a typical day. 

"I was composing the score for Caucasian 
Chalk Circle during my lunch hour, between 
classes, driving to work and even on a plane to 
Wichita, Kansas, to visit my father," he ex
plained. "It's a matter of snatching every mo
ment an_d applying solid concentration." 

Stanley was brought to COM in 1970 from 
Howard County Community College to estab
lish a music program. 

"I was attracted to COM by the philosophi
cal stance and the unique learning atmosphere," 
he commented. "There's solid support for inno
vation and experimentation." 

Stanley pointed to the Center for Contem
porary Writing as one of the outgrowths of the 
supportive climate. 

"Last year, the Division of Arts and Human
ities published two issues of Poetry Texas and 
six chapbooks of poetry," he pointed out. "This 
year, we'll publish Poetry Texas and Fiction 
Texas as well as continue the program of visiting 
writers." 

Marvin Lowe 
by Karen Behan 

Marvin Lowe, who lectured at COM Octo
ber 8, was a major of undergraduate printing 
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree from MTU. 

Currently printmaker at Indiana University 
at Bloomington, Lowe is teaching graduate and 
undergraduate courses in lithography and 
engraving. After teaching for eight years at IU 
Bloomington, Lowe works in several mediums. 
Periodically he has worked · in silkscreen and 
metagraphy. 

"Both mediums are a delicate source of art 
and require more intricate processing," he says, 
and recommends lithographs and engraved 
prints because they are more lustrous and finer 
to print. 

Lowe's students are from diverse back
grounds, he says. Some never graduated from 
high school, and others have graduate degrees 
from college. The students progress at their own 
speed, and are openly critiqued after each 
project. 

Lowe's philosophy is that a teacher should 
be conceptual and flexible. He encourages any 
and all styles. 

"Don't push anyone," he says. "Find out 
that person's goals and qualities, and work with 
him in a specific medium." 

The BA program at IU Bloomington is one 
of the top two programs in the U. S. Lowe's 
paintings and those of other IU students are in a 
touring exhibition throughout America through 
spring 1978. 



NURSE ASSIST ANT PROGRAM 

COM will soon be opening another session of 
its highly successful Nurse Assistant program, 
according to Claudia Cooper, Chairman, Division 
of Health Occupations. 

The two-week program will train persons to 
perform a wide variety of services, including 
recording pulse, temperature, and blood pres
sure, bathing and dressing patients. Nurse assis
tants are needed in avery unit of a hospital, in 
nursing homes, and in public health agencies. 

Classes will meet Monday through Friday, 
8 AM to 5 PM, and a certificate will be issued 
upon satisfactory completion of the program. 

Students entering the program must be at 
least 18 years of age, in good physical and men
tal health, attain a satisfactory score on the 
entrance testing and have references from three 
persons who are not relatives. All applicants 
must be interviewed before being accepted for 
the class. 

The tuition fee for the course is $25. Addi
tional fees include $25 each for two uniforms 
and approximately $30 for textbooks and sup
plies. A physical examination is also a require
ment for entry into the program. 

Those inte~sted in enrolling in the program, 
or in obtaining additional information, are asked 
to call the Division of Health Occupations, 
938-1211, ext. 425, or the Admissions Office, 
ext. 264. 

AUTO SAFETY PROGRAM 

Auto Safety Hotline, a toll-free telephone 
line to report vehicle safety problems and obtain 
vehicle recall information, is now a permanent 
facility, according to the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration. 

Joan Claybrook, NHTSA Administrator, said 
the phone line had proved its value to the public 
and the federal safety agency. She emphasized, 
however, that the Hotline had still not reached 
its potential. 

"Too many motorists are still unaware o 
this toll-free facility, which can be used day or 
night to report vehicle safety problems and ob
tain vehicle recall information," Claybrook said. 

The experimental Hotline began operation 
in a 10-state area in October 1975. Texas was 
not included in the original program. In July of 
last year, the service was expanded to all the 
continental U. S. Since its inception, the Hotline 
has provided recall information to thousands of 
vehicle owners and assisted thousands more in 
getting motor vehicle problems solved. On a 
normal workday, Hotline operators handle 150 
to 200 calls. When a major recall or safety inves
tigation is announced, NHTSA phones ring up to 
500 times per day. 

Individuals calling the number should be 
prepared to provide the year, make, and model 
of their vehicle, and the vehicle identification 
number. If a safety problem is _ being reported, 
you should provide a brief description of the 
problem and odometer mileage. The results of 
the problem also should be provided. 

Hotline operators are on duty from 8:30 AM 
to 5 :00 PM, Eastern time, Monday through Fri
day. Calls made after hours or on weekends are 
recorded and operators return the calls when 
they return to duty. The toll-free number is 
800-424-9393. 

COM HAS L-5 GROUP 

by Jamie West 

According to Physics Professor John Hubitz, 
who }:leads a chapter of the L-5 Society at COM, 
the sky is not the limit for this growing group of 
space enthusiasts. 

In fact, he says, the stars may well hold an 
answer to Earth's limited resources if the L-5 
Society sees its goals achieved. 

The major thrusts of the organization are 
providing a place for thousands of people in 
space, and direct1ng solar energy to Earth. 

To keep abreast of current L-5 develop
ments, Hubitz and 15 other interested members 
meet each Wednesday night in COM's Physics 
Department for slide presentations and discus-

HATHA YOGA AT COM 

Billie Lambert, instructor of Hatha Yoga for Community 
Services at COM, demonstrates a Yoga exercise. 

COMSA ACTIVITIES BUDGET ANNOUNCED 

A budget has been created by COM Student 
Association (COMSA) for chartered, on-campus 
organizations. 

Those interested in forming . clubs should 
contact James Loflin, COMSA Treasurer, at the 
COMSA office, ext. 415, by the beginning of 

• next semester. 
Currently chartered organizations include 

Phi Theta Kappa, Webb Historical Society, Stu
dent Nursing Association, Law Enforcement 
Student Association ., Office Education Associa
tion, COM Student Management Association, 
Amateur Radio, and COM Amigos. 

Chartered organizations will receive a total 
budget of $5,000, of which $1,000 will be saved 
for forming new clubs. (COMSA is separately 
allocated $1,000 for operating expenses.) Col
lege Activities and Programs receive $4,000. 

Of the total, $500 will be allocated for an 
Activity Committee (parties, excluding dances), 
$2,000 for Entertainment Committee (dances), 
$500 for a film series, and $1,000 for contin
gencies. A Student Leadership Development 
allocation of $1,200 has also been made. 

COMSA recently chose three of six assembly 
programs in conjunction with the major i~terests 
of the college. The programs are made available 
under the Southern Schools Assembly. 

"We only chose half of the available pro
grams to see how much interest there will be," 
Loflin said. "Then we will know better how 
many programs we should have in the future." 

Additional programs are under study by 
COMSA for next year, he said. 

sions of problems and possibilities for making 
man a new home in space. 

Recently, COM's L-5 chapter met with the 
originator of the L,5 I concept, Dr. Gerard 
O'Neil. O'Neil has dedicated himself to seeing 

· the first L-5 project launched. Some optimists 
have labeled stepping into space as man's next 
"manifest destiny." 

COM L-5 followers are primarily concerned 
with getting support and enthusiasm for this 
enormous space investment. 

"We are going to run out of coal, wood, and 
gas within the next 50 years," Hubitz says. "L-5 
will attempt to utilize the sun as an energy 
source.'' 

He encourages anyone interested to call him 
at ext. 325 to find out more about this far
reaching national project. 

ANNUAL SURVEY HELD 

COM has begun its annual survey of grad
uates to determine effectiveness of instructional 
programs, according to an announcement by 
James Dobbins, Director, Institutional and 
Special Research Studies. 

The program traditionally covers graduates 
who received degrees in 1972, 1974, and 1976. 
The survey will be expanded this year to include 
students who completed all but one or two 
requirements toward graduation. 

Dobbins noted that only two percent of 
the graduates and seven percent of the non
graduates were unemployed. Of total graduates 
employed, 87 percent worked in fields related 
to their college studies. In the case of non
graduates, 72 percent were employed full-time 
in work related to their COM courses. 

COM also plans to conduct for the first time 
a complete survey of all students enrolled in the 
past spring semester who did not re-enroll in the 
current fall semester. 

I WRITING PROGRAM 

An individualized writing program is the 
newest joint offering of COM's Division of 
Counseling and Human Development Studies 
and the Community Education Cooperative. 

In consultation with the writing lab man
ager, those enrolled in the individualized writing 
program will be able to set their own goals and . 
attendance schedule within the open hours of 
the writing lab. A program of study will be de
veloped for each person based on individual 
needs and using the methods that best suit that 
individual. 

Unlike traditional college courses in which a 
student feels pressured by instructor-set dead
lines, the individualized writing program allows 
the student to be responsible for the setting of 
deadlines. Continuing Education Unit credit 
(CEU) will be earned for the work completed. 

Depending upon needs and goals, a person 
may receive help in a variety of writing areas. An 
individual might elect to work on a general prob
lem area such as mechanics, grammar, proof
reading, rewriting and correcting. One or more 
areas of study will be included in a person's 
course of study, as desired. 

To enroll in the program or to obtain addi
tional information, interested persons may con
tact the secretary at 938-1211, ext. 225, be
tween 8 AM and 5 PM, Monday through Friday. 
Information may also be obtained at the Writing 
Lab in Room L-258 of the Learning Resources 
Center on Mondays and Tuesdays between 9:30 
AM and 1:30 PM or 6 PM and 8 PM. 
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i BECOME A COLLEGE CAMPUS DEALER i 
: Sell Brand Name Stereo Components : 
: at lowest prices. High Profits. • 

: NO INVESTMENT REQUIRED 
: For-details, contact: 
• FAD Components, Inc. 

i• 65 Passaic Ave., P. 0. Box 689 
•• Fairfield, New Jersey 07006 
• Ilene Orlowsky - 201-227-6884 
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COM Buildings to be Rented to Taxpayers 
by Cheryl Henderson 

COM now charges fees to the general public 
for use of college buildings. 

Effective September 1, 1977, use of all col
lege buildings by community became subject 
to a fee structure set by COM Board of Trustees. 

Regularly scheduled activities and cospon
sored educational activities will continue to be 
without charge. 

Activities which extend beyond the regular 
operating hours of COM or entail extraneous 
expense will pay a fee that varies from $25 -
$158. . 

In addition to a rental fee, taxpaying mem
bers of the college district may be required to 
pay a special purpose fee. This fee will vary from 
$8 for cleaning materials in the Fine Arts build
ing to $48 in additional charges for use of the 
College Center, to $60 for security. Special 
service fees will not exceed the college's cost 
according to the guidelines in the COM Manage-
ment Guide. · 

BERNSEN TO RUN FOR DISTRICT 
ATTORNEY 
by Cheryl Henderson 

Ralph Bernsen, 43, a practicing attorney in 
LaMarque, has announced his candidacy for 
Criminal District Attorney in the May 6, Demo
cratic Primary. 

RALPH BERNSEN 

Bernsen has been an attorney for 20 years. He 
has 13 years experience as defense attorney, 13 
years experience in business, three years experi
ence as a prosecutor, and 13 years experience 
in general practice. 

Bernsen says his allegiance is to the people 
of Galveston County, and he states that his de
cisions "will be free of political influence." 

As District Attorney, Bernsen says he would 
"treat constituents as equals and welcome 
suggestions, criticisms, and complaints." 

He would fight the drug and narcotic problem 
by zeroing in on the wholesalers of drugs, and 
minimizing the activities of organized crime. 

Bernsen opposes Criminal District Attorney 
James Hury, 31, who was appointed to this 
position on September 1, 1977. Hury has 
practiced law for 5 years as prosecutor. 

These charges are to cover security, clean-up, 
and lights. All fees must be paid prior to the 
activity and community users may not avoid 
payment of fees by voluntary clean-up. 

There will be no consumption of alcoholic 
beverages in any COM building no matter wJ:iat 
fee is paid. 

Following is the fee schedule: 

ACTIVITY FACILITY FEE 

Dances College Center $50 
Banquet College Center $50 

Wedding Receptions College Center $50 
Parties College Center $50 
Recitals LRC Teaching $50 

Auditorium 
Baby Showers College Center $25 

Meetings Any Room $ 5 
Exhibits College Center $50 

These fees do not include special service charges. 

S013ANW 

One O'Clock Lab Band of North Texas 
University, winner of two Grammy Award nomi
nations and 38 National Awards at jazz festivals 
throughout the country, coming to COM Satur
day, Feb. 25 will offer a concert for the general 
public at 6 p.m. · 

turn to pg. 6 

OEA STUDENTS WIN MEET 

Students in COM's Office Education Associ
ation won recognition in a parliamentary proce
dures competition held at a Post-Secondary 
Officers' Training Conference in Austin r~cently. 

Lindie Wright, Vice President of the COM 
chapter, participated in a group which won first 
place. Mileane Gibson, who holds the state of
fice pf historian and the local office of treasurer, 
coached the group winning second place. Martha 
Burditt, reporter for the local chapter, partici
pated in the group winning third place. 

The Training Conference focused on a wide 
variety of topics, such as "Developing an Effec
tive Chapter Activities Program," "Parliamen
tary Procedures," "Officers and Committee 
Responsibilities," and "The Importance of 
Communication and Effective Leadership." 

MAINLAND 

\C\1'6 NUMBER 3 

MAGICAL FANTASY IN A SINGLES BAR 
by Kathleen Curtis 

Dante's Bar, an original play by Houston's 
Ardis Eichhorn, is a grim, insightful look at 
contemporary singles bars. The play focuses on 
the games people play, and the price they pay 
for deception. 

The playwright used Greek myths to convey 
her message. Eichhorn feels that games people 

ARDIS EICHHORN 

play haven't changed over thousands of years. 
The essence of the myths are still true to hu

man experience. One mythological character, 
Leda (Deborah Danford), is a naive' girl who 
plays the pick up game with Swan (Byron 
Gernand) a male champ who only wants to win 
the game. This inevitable leads to empty tri
umph. Circe/Sherry (Joanne Wheeler), another 
Greek myth character plays games so long she 
gets trapped in the image. She wants to be her 
self when she falls in love with Alex (James 
Pilgrim), but has been playing the enchantress 
role too long. Still she wants more out of life 
than Swan does. 

Eric (Cliff Mabry) is a character with an ob
session for perfection. He strives totally on 
something that does not exist. Allison (Margaret 
Baier), his girl, flees from his jealousy and turns 
to alcohol and Orpheus for comfort. Orpheus 
(James Hackett), a great musician with no 

Cont'd on pg 6 

PARKING PROBLEMS 

A hazardous parking situation is being created 
at COM, according to Campus Security Officer 
Joe Rotramel. . 

Cars are being parked in front of the large 
doors on the east side of the Technical-Voca
tional Building. In some cases, cars are even 
parked in the street alongside the building. 

"The Texas City Fire Marshall has warned us 
these doors must be kept clear at all times so 
vehicles and equipment cari be removed from 
shops in case of fire or other emergencies.·· . 
said Rotramel. 

Cars are also being parked in areas other than 
Cont'd 011 P>i 3 
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EXORBITANT 

Rental fees at COM are exorbitant especially 
when compared to those of Nessler Center in 
Texas City which is also tax-supported. Nessler 
Center charges from $10 - $70 depending on 
the size of the room, and alcoholic beverages 
are allowed, which is not the case at COM. 

Security guards are already on the COM 
campus 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Lights 
stay on in the College Center whether it is in 
use or not. Custodians are required to clean 
buildings daily regardless if they were used the 
day before or not. 

COM receives a portion of its revenue from 
taxpayers within the College District. It is unfair 
to ask these taxpayers to pay as much as $158 
for use of facilities which their taxes are already 
supporting. 

It is much more feasible to ask community 
users to pay a deposit and retain the deposit if 
damage occurs or clean-up is not done. 

COM Board of Trustees should · review this 
new policy and revise it so that it is more credi
ble. 

- Cheryl Henderson 

EDUCATION: A STUDENT'S 
RESPONSIBILITY 

A major function of junior colleges is to help 
students prepare for university enrollment. 
Student life should not include administrators 
dictating to students where to be and when. 
These practices are seen often enough in high 
schools. Educators teach those who want to 
learn. But it is up to each individual to take 
responsibility for directing his own life. Educa
tion should no be shove 'down stuaents' 
throats. 

COM attendance policy states, according to 
the college catalogue, that although a student is 
expected to attend all classes, there is not a set 
number of " cuts . " A student will not be 
dropped until the instructor feels it unlikely that 
he can complete the objectives of the course. 

This policy is interpreted in different ways by 
different departments on campus. Some comply 
with the policy in requiring a student to stay on 
schedule with course objectives. Some instruc
tors make attendance mandatory, even though it 
may not be pertinent to achieving objectives. 

Some students do not require rote spoon
feeding, or reiteration of material in order to 
achieve their educational goals within a class. 
Many people learn better on an individual basis. 
In such cases, mandatory attendance policies 
become a penalty for responsible students. A 
program with mandatory attendance may 
alienate more independent students and possibly 
cause them to cease study of certain subjects 
altogether. 

Students who feel such policies are hindering 
their educational interests should make their 
views known to division chairmen. 

- Cheryl Henderson 
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STUDENT PUBLICATIONS 

Until two years ago, COM had a serious com
munication problem. Students partially solved 
this by gathering in the Student Center. Still, 
there was a general information gap even among 
the faculty. Bulletin boards were the only way 
to find out what was happening on campus and 
they were in sad shape. 

Then COM administration set plans in motion 
for a student newspaper, InterCOM, which first 
published February 1977. COM also began 
paying students to man the information desk in 
the Administration Building. 

COM students and faculty benefitted from 
both of these services. But still a problem exists. 

·The journalism program at COM is in danger. 
Only three courses were offered this semester; 
one was cancelled due to lack of enrollment. 
Now COM offers only InterCOM and Firewheel, 
the student-produced Foxfire magazine, as 
student publications. 

InterCOM almost ceased publication in fall 
1977 and spring 1978 due to a ·drop in enroll
ment. Fortunately this did not occur because of 
concern by both InterCOM staff and some of 
the administration, who worked together ta 
recruit staff for the paper. 

Students should realize that without their 
participation, the administration cannot justify 
a budget for InterCOM or Firewheel. COM needs 
both publications, yet students are not coming 
forward to serve as staff for either. Additionally, 
InterCOM has always requested letters to the 
editor, yet these are few and sometimes not 
serious. 

InterCOM extends an open invitation for 
anyone with ideas or energy to contact the 
paper. A black suggestion and mail box is lo
catea in the Student Center near the entrance to 
the bookstore. We also welcome any students 
who .wish to contribute regularly to InterCOM-
photographers, cartoonists, or writers. 

Will journalism continue at COM? It's up to 
you. 

EDITOR: 

- Marian J. Stein 

LEITER TO THE EDITOR 

I thought you would like to see what sort of material 
is being censored from the COLLEGE BULLETIN so I 
have duplicated (at my own expense) the last note of 
mine that was censored * and include it with this note. 
It would normally have appeared in the Bulletin of 2/ 13/ 
78. It did not. In that issue there is a note on the 
SCREENING OF COLLEGE BULLETIN MATERIAL. 
Since my note had at least six fewer errors than the 
SCREENING .. . memo, was typed in black ink, was 
signed, had the source indicated, was hand-delivered 
Friday at noon, and so on, I could not understand why 
it was not printed. -

In the same mail with my COLLEGE BULLETIN my 
note was returned with the comment that the publisher 
did not "see constructive results" coming from its being 
printed (I assume). While this may be so, it is certain
ly true that "constructive results" would be forthcoming 
if some people paid attention to this message and the 
many other messages that regularly appear in the Bulle-
tin. ' 

I submit that the COLLEGE BULLETIN is the 
ONLY means by which COMmunity members can at 
least feel that they might be heard, all other avenues 
being effectively blocked by excessive bureaucracy. If 
the Bulletin is to be censored this strongly, perhaps we 
should look for means of communication off campus. 

* Editor's note: 
Dr. Hubisz's note had to do with Webster's 
definition of the word "dean". He included 
a reprint from Webster's Dictionary. 

WANTED: 

Photographers, writers, cartoonists 

for lnterCOM, our student newspaper. Brl_ng your 
ideas and talents to LRC 246 at 2 PM Mondays 
or Thursdays; or drop submissions into the bla_ck 
lnterCOM box in the Student Center; or mail 
manuscripts and ideas to : 

lnterCOM 
Humanities Department 

Suite B, LRC. 
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X Y Z TOPICS 

Should the purpose of a mathematics class be 
to relate math to a student's personal interests? 
This is the supposed notion behind XYZ topics, 
a required part of the curriculum for all Math 
131-134 courses at COM. 

Final grades in these math classes are deter
mined by the average of nine topic texts ( chap
ters come from the textbook), a core (final 
exam) test, and three other topic tests assigned 
individually by the instructor, according to 
major. These last three tests are labeled X, Y, 
and Z because most students get different 
topics. XYZ topics were designed by Mike 
Bordelon six years ago; the theory .was to relate 
math to each student's major. 

Why does the math department feel it neces
sary to relate math to a person's major? COM 
students are not tested on history of welding in a 
history class; COM English requirements do not 
include conjugation of all verbs in a tennis game. 

According to Dennis Kulvicki, COM math 
instructor, XYZ topics "make the course rele
vant," and give the student the "ability to relate 
math to real situation problems." Should this 
be the purpose of a math class? If math was a 
necessary part of a person's major, it should 
follow that a course would be designed within 
that department (such as Business Math). 

Kulvicki also says XYZ topics are assigned to 
"fulfill goals from a group-experience to the in
dividual." After 12 weeks of impersonal classes, 
in which the students and instructor relate by 
course number, section, and topic, the math 
department then decides it's time to relate to 
the individual? That's like watering a dead plant 
-it's absolutely useless, too late. 

How can the Math Department justify having 
XYZ topics when this system so many times 
causes student's grades : to fall? Student A, 
(major, journalism) has a 93 average. Student B, 
(major, nursing) has an 86 average. Both are as
signe.d.Pro-1w.rtion~$ topic X-Stusl,en a scores a 
4 7 on the test, and Student B a 36. Is this an 
isolated case? Not according to many students 
who have had grades lowered because of a math 
class at COM. 

Dennis Kulvicki admits XYZ topics are a 
"fragile concept." Why are students paying with 
their grades for a departmental theory? Essen
tial mathematics should be taught; the math 
department should re-evaluate the purpose and 
value of relating math to a students' major. 

-Teri Crook 
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FOSTER APPOINTED 

Sculptor and teacher Dan Foster has been 
appointed to teach classes in three-dimensional 
design and sculpture beginning spring semester, 
according to James Templer, COM's artist-in
residence. 

Foster, a well-known sculptor and teacher ·in 
the Houston area, is currently showing at 
Pelham-von Stoffler Gallery. He has taught at 
Houston's Museum School of Art, as well as 
art schools in England. 

Foster is a graduate of the Royal College of 
Art in England, has an international record of 
exhibitions in London, Scotland, Africa, Singa
pore, and the United States. 

For further information, please call 938-1211, 
ext. 264. 

REUBEN TEACHES PAINTING 

Odette Reuben Texas City artist will offer 
Intermediate Painting 237 for both credit and 
non-credit students spring 1978 semester. 

The course is designed for art majors who 
have taken Art 134 and 231, and persons who 
have a background in painting and would like 
to take the course on a non-credit basis. 

The new interdisciplinary approach was 
successfully used fall 1977 with Art 139. 

Reuben received her BF A degree from Wash
ington University in St. Louis, studied painting 
in Houston's Museum of Fine Arts, has won first 
prizes in art competitions sponsored by the
Southwestern Watercolor Society and the Gai
veston Art League. Her work is on exhibit at 
the Hooks Epstein Gallery in Houston. 

For more complete information, please call 
938-1211, Ext. 264. 

KEN TURNER: PLAYWRIGHT IN 
WEST TEXAS CITY 

by Linda Kirkpatrick 

Texas City has a new playwright appearing on 
the scene in the person of Ken Turner. He comes 
from West ward Street in West Texas City. 

Turner, 28, and his friend Calvin Stewart; 23, 
collaborated on a play based on a neighborhood 
park where they grew up. The play is entitled 
"The Angels of Carver Park." It concerns two 
pimps, killed in a shootout at the park, .who are 
told in Heaven that they must go back to Earth 
and cleanse the park of its undesirable elements 
before they can earn their halos and become 
full-fledged angels. The rest of the play involves 
their efforts to accomplish this goal. 

Turner lost one friend in an actual shootout 
at the park and another was shot on Westward 
Street. The senselessness of the killings and the 
grief he felt for his friends' deaths inspired him 
to write a play dedicated to their memories. 

The play is a first venture in writing for both 
Turner and Stewart, but Turner says they plan 
to begin another one as soon as possible. Turner 
had the desire to do something constructive for 
his community so he wrote the play for them. 

"Angels" was performed January 11 and 
February 7 at the Plush Pub on Texas Avenue. 
The cast, all local people, also included Turner's 
six-year-old son Kenneth. The actors were all 
black, but Turner says he would like to have a 
mixed cast the next time he produces his play. 
Turner directed, and acted the roll of Sonny 
Boy, the pimp who helps the angels reform the 
park. 

• 

Turner felt the production instilled pride and 

WE WELCOME YOUR ANSWER: 

What do you think of the COM Biology Depart
ment policy requiring mandatory attendance in 
order to obtain a passing grade? 

Are you a Biology Majot? 
Have you taken biology? 

Yes O No 0 
Yes O No 0 

InterCOM will have questions regarding 

• 

problems on campus and welcomes your • 
views on problems you may have. : 

THEATRE TOUR 

Arena Theatre will sponsor a theatre tour of 
New York, spring 1978, according to Jack 
Westin, Theatre Coordinator. The four-day 
tour, March 23 through March 26, will feature 
attendance at Broadway shows, sightseeing, and 
shopping. 

The $365.00 price per person includes round
trip airfare, all transfers from airport to hotel 
and return, three nights at the Piccadilly Hotel, 
baggage tips at the hotel, and admission tickets 
to two Broadway shows. A deposit of $75.00 
is required when booking. 

For more information call 938-1211, Ext. 
221. 

Byron Gernand and Margaret Baier. 

Top: Marvin Byrkett, left to right; 
Joanne Wheeler and James Hackett. 

feelings of self-worth in all those who were in
volved in it. He mentioned that audiences for 
both performances were quite enthusiastic in 
their response to the production. 

"Audience reaction beefed up the cast's per
formance," he said with a twinge of satisfaction. 
"The audience gave us spontaneous applause and 
standing ovations throughout the play." Turner 
said parents of the actors were especially proud. 

Turner said he was both satisfied and sur
prised at the quality of acting of the cast. All 
except two of the actors had no previous experi
ence in theatre. Turner said they knew the parts 

· so well that the parts came almost naturally to 
them. 

COM Theatre Director Jack Westin has agreed 
to let Turner present "The Angels of Carver 
Park" at the COM Arena Theatre. Performances 
will be March 3 and 4 at 8 p.m. The original cast 
will perform. The tickets will be $3 for every
.one. 

COIN COURSE 

A course on "Investments and Coin Collect
ing" is offered by COM Continuing Education 
Program on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7: 15 to 9 
P.M. 

The 36-hour course covers terminology, 
grading, cleaning, security, value, buying and 
selling, auctions, wills and and foreign coins. 

Instructor for the course is E.E. "Sarge" 
White. the "Coin Comer" columnist for The 
Galveston Daily News. Tuition is $22. 

For additional information, please call 
938-1211, Ext. 264. 
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DEVINE HEADS SINGERS 

Betty Devine of Houston has been named new 
director of the COM Singers, according to 
George Thomas, College of the Mainland's Asso
ciate Dean of Academic Programs. 

Devine received a BA in Music Education 
from Texas Tech, and the master of music from 
UH. Her professional experience includes direc
tion and supervision of church choirs, direction 
of staged musical productions, vocal coaching, 
and instruction. 

Devine was previously Director of Music at 
Fair Haven United Methodist Church in Hous
ton and chairman of the Music Department at 
Kinkaid School during 1971-74. 

Choral groups under her direction have per
formed Handel's "Messiah", Bach's "Magnificat" 
and Broadway musical productions. 

SIX FLAGS AUDITIONS 
Six Flags, Inc. will be staging its first annual 

"Stairway to Stardom" contest with one out
standing performer being chosen from each Six 
Flags park. 

Competition locations will be Six Flags Over 
Texas (Dallas/Ft. Worth), and ASTROWORLD 
(Houston). 

Finalists will be chosen by celebrity judges 
and each winning performance will be taped for 
playback on "Dinah!" In addition, all five final
ists will be flown to Hollywood for an appear
ance with Dinah Shore and the announcement 
of the grand prize winner. 

All "Stairway to Stardom" finalists will spend 
five days touring Hollywood, visiting places of 
interest, and meeting celebrities. The grand 
prize winner will also receive a professionally 
produced demo recording, a Hollywood screen 
test, talent representation by David Mirisch 

· Enterprises, and a $1,000 performing scholar-
ship. 

Participation in the Six Flags first annual 
"Stairway to Stardom" contest is open to- all 
1978 performers in Six Flags productions. 
Auditions for Six Flags shows will begin in 
January and will be held at some 35 college 
campuses and park locations. 

The auditions are open to anyone 16 years of 
age of older. Further information concerning 
times and locations of auditions can be obtained 
by contacting Six Flags Productions, P. 0. Box 
6666, Arlington, Texas 76011, Area Code 817 / 
261-0763. 

GCCF A RADIO SHOWS 

Gulf Coast Council on Foreign Affairs re
ceived a grant from Shell Oil Company to 
produce a nine-week Great Decisions '78 radio 
program, announced Bob Handy, Council chair
man. 

Handy, Director of Adult Education at 
College of the Mainland and Statewide Coordi
nator of Great Decisions, explained programs 
will be an hour in length, live, and open to 
audience telephone questions and responses. 
The programs began January 29 and will be 
aired from 1 to 2 p.m. each Sunday for nine 
weeks. 

Included in the programs will be four repre
sentatives from the United States Department of 
State as well as authorities from the Houston
Galveston region. 

Great Decisions '78, an annual eight week 
national foreign policy study - discussion pro
gram, is designed to engage citizens in the study 
and discussion of the eight most pressing Ameri
can foreign policy issues facing America at the 
present time. 

In 'addition to the radio program, local citi
zens will have opportunities to attend -Great 
Decisions lectures at the Galveston Y.M.C.A., 
Galveston College, Guthier's Heritage House 
(Texas City) and at the University of Houston, 
~arL~C~. . ' . 

The Galveston Daily News will publish feature 
articles on each issue beginning Thursday, 
February 2. 

For more information on how to participate 
in Great Decisions, call 938-1211, ext. 225. 



MACDONALD POETRY READING 
by Teri Crook 

Poet Cynthia Macdonald read her poems Feb
ruary 1 in the LRC Auditorium. COM's Center 
for Contemporary Writing hosted this reading, 
which was one of the more outstanding sessions 
of the Center's history. 

Macdonald, who has been recognized and 
awarded for her work, writes in a simple style 
of common human involvements, problems, 
conditions and emotions. Unlike most modem 
writers, whose lives must be examined to under
stand their obscure verses, Macdonald's poetry 
is often narrative and so perceptive that the 
reader or listener can grasp the direction she is 
taking. 

Amputations (published by Braziller in 1972), 
her first book of poems, was also her master's 
thesis. "One in a Velvet Gown," one poem 
Macdonald read from this collection used lines 
and sequences of several children's rhymes and 
stories. 

Her second book, Transplants (Braziller 1976) 
is more humorous and less intense than her first. 
After reading "The Stained-Glass Woman" and 
"Birthday Message," she presented several of 
her "Dr. Dimity" poems, a waggish look at men 
who enter the medical profession. She then read 
"Accomplishments" from Transplants. 

Macdonald ended her session by reading "The 
World's Fattest Dancer" and "The Mother of 
the Sun," two poems from (W) Holes, to be 
published later in 1978 by Brasiller. 

Copies of Cynthia Macdonald's first two 
books are available in COM's bookstore. 

CYNTHIA MACOONALD 

THINK! 

Parking places reserved for the handicapped 
are for the handicapped! Parking in a handi
capped place deprives these students further. 

Be Considerate. 
Don't Park in 'Handicapped Parking' places! 

GAMES TEACH NURSING 

It was a close battle between the Texas City 
Alveoli and the LaMarque Erythrocytes. The 
Erythrocytes' failure to take advantage of field 
goal position in the fourth quarter led to a 7-7 
tie in the second annual Respiratory Bowl. 

What's this all about? It's a contest held in the 
Nursing 262 class at the College of the Mainland. 

The game is the innovation of Linda Marley, 
a nursing instructor who believes learning can be 
fun. What better way, she reasoned, to catch 
students' interest in the fall of the year than 
with a football game? During the SO-minute 
class period, two teams are given questions re
lated to respiratory disorders. Answel'ing the 
questions correctly allowed the team to move 
toward its "goal" on the large felt -football 
field. Difficult questions are reserved for "extra 
point" or "field goal" attempts. 

The students evaluated the game as a success. 
Leaming was accomplished not only by their 
participation in the game but also through 
preparation of game questions. Sherilyn Linton, 
coach for the Alveoli, and Rick Hammons, 
coach for the Erythrocytes, did an excellent job 
of "drilling" their team members prior to the 
contest. 

Gaming is not new to COM nursing students. 
Claudia Cooper, Nursing Division Chairperson, 
has developed several board games to teach 
emergency nursing, endocrine disorders, and 
acid-base concepts. The entire nursing faculty 
has been involved in developing games and simu
lating nursing skills and hospital situations. 

The more you buy, the happier you'll be! Because we've got three coupons that can save you 
real money now. How much you save depends on how much you buy. But .hurry the offer ends 
February 18th. The coupons are good on all merchandise at the House of Jeans 

' Galvez Mall 

I 

any purchase from 
$25 to $49. 

House of Jeans 

any purchase from 
$50 to $99. 

House of Jeans 

any purchase of 
$100 or more. 
House of Jeans 



VOODOO EXHIBIT 
As part of Black Awareness Month, the art of 

Vodun (commonly known as Voodoo), will be 
on exhibit at COM's Fine Arts Gallery through 
March 20. 

Carl K. Provost, Houston art dealer and inter
national authority on African art, will lecture on 
"The African Diaspora and Atlantic Civiliza
tion" on February 20 in Room 117 of the Fine 
Arts Building at 8 P.M. He will be followed by 
an authentic dance ceremony in the gallery, 
using an Vodun altar, and featuring Dr. Marjorie 
Stewart's dancers from TSU. 

The paper-mache sculptures in the exhibition 
are by Arthur Michel, a young Haitian artist who 
lives in the capital city of Port-au-Prince. They 
are representations of creatures and myths re
lated to voodoo in its different levels of ritual. 

The beautiful flag of Erzulie, representing the spirit of 
love and friendship, is an important part of the Haitian 
uodun ceremony. 

The word Vodun (from the Fon people of 
Dahomey) links ancient African religious tradi
tions to Christianity of the New World. In Bra
zil, Cuba, and particularly Haiti, a complex reli
gious metamorphosis took place in the 18th cen
tury, when displaced Africans first encountered 
the Catholicism of their Portuguese, Spanish, 
and French masters. 

There are three fundamental rites, or "levels", 
in Vodun: the Rada, the Petro, and the Congo. 
In this exhibition, the Rada ritual is emphasized 
by the white purity of the altar and the specific 
Catholic iconography displayed. The sacred 
Vodun flag is that of Erzulie - spirit of friend
ship and love and, at this "level", the Vodun 
equivalent of the Blessed Virgin. 

Michel's sculptures represent Rada spirits as 
they function within this specific rite-Damballah 
the Serpent, Baron Samedi, Guede ( the gelede 
spirit of the Yoruba people), Legba of the Cross
roads, Mama Brigitte. The holy twins of Catholic 
hagiography, Cosmas and Damian, correspond to 
the ibeji twin cults of Mother Nigeria. 

-The -Luciferian-, more diabolic, aspects of 
Petro are seen on these sculptures where the 
color red represents blood and hell's fires. Two 
sculptures are related to the uncompromising 
Congo ritual. 

Provost, considered an authority on African 
art, has lived in Africa for ten years, studying 
and observing stylistic groups throughout west 
Africa. 

He has been a professional art dealer in New 
York, Paris, Leopoldville (Africa) and presently 
in Houston, where his Carl K. Provost Gallery 
has achieved national stature. Provost, a lecturer 
on Africa, has recently returned from Haiti 
where he was invited by the Haitian government 
to set up a major exhibition of traditional 
African art. 

Admission to the lecture and dance is $2 for 
the general public and $1 for students. 

TH/f?T)'-f/GHT 
NINETY-FIVE? • 

ESSAY CONTEST 

A total of $8,000 in prizes will be awarded to 
the .three top essayists by Friends of Animals, 
Inc. , 

Awards of $3,500, $2,500 and $2,000 will be 
made by the Regina Bauer Frankenberg Schol
arship contest, aimed at fostering interest in 
changing the relationship between humans and 
other life forms. 

Students who present the three best essays in
corporating animal rights principles in support 
of a Federal legislative campaign will win. The 
subject of the essay is, "Why should Congress, 
on behalf of the people, the animals and the 
environment, ban the leg-hold trap?" 

For further information and entry form, 
please write Friends of Animals, Scholarship 
Committee, 11 West 60th Street, New York, 
NY 10023. 
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Tues/Th 

lnterCOM 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Youth Basketball, 3-4 p.m. For further 
information, contact #420 
11 - 12:30 Recreation Committee plays the 
Faculty -BASKETBALL- in the gym. 
"The African Diaspora and Atlantic Civiliza-
tion." 8 p.m. F-117 , 
lntertube Water Polo, 9-10 p.m. $10 per 
team. Call #420 for further information. 
Deadline to sign ·up for New York Theatre 

- Tour. 
Dance in Student Ce!ller, 7-12 p.m. Band: 
100 Proof. Tickets: $' at door; $1 pre-sale. 
Co-sponsored by Phi Theta Kappa and 
COMSA. 
Deadline for signing up for Ski Colorado trip. 
Not much space left. For further information, 
call #418. 
Galveston 26 mile marathon. 
Phi Theta Kappa State Convention: Dall.as 
Richard Dokey: LAC Teaching Auditorium, 
7 p.m. 
Exercise Classes. 12 • 12:30. 

-

YOU AIIJ'T 
KIDDING! 

ESPECIALLY SINCE I 
Pl'{)BABlYWONT~N IT 
UNTIL THE 'NIGffTIJEFOIE 
THE PINAL ANYWAY, 
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MICRO-COM-puter CLUB 

Micro-COM-puter Club, a group recently 
launched for persons interested in the personal 
use of computers, held its first meeting Jan. 31 
in Room T-55 of the Technical-Vocational 
building. 

The new organization is open to students, 
faculty, , and area residents who are interested 
·in learning the basic principles of personal com
puting. The club will offer lectures, field trips 
and demonstrations of equipment. 

Dr. John Hubisz, COM physics instructor, is 
president of the club. Other officers are Sherry 
Moore, Secretary-Treasurer; David Ray, Student 
Coordinator; Jessie Symms, electronics instruc
tor, and Dennis Kulvicki, math instructor, 
faculty coordinator. 

Kulvicki explained, the household applica
tions, such as preparing income taxes, balancing 
checkbooks, and small business uses as account
ing, scheduling, and inventory control. 

PARKING . .. Cont'd from pg 1 

those designated for parking in the small lot in 
front of the COM Press. These cars block the 
only path by which emergency traffic enters the 
campus. Fire trucks, ambulances, delivery vehi
cles -- including postal trucks and college service 
vehicles -- are blocked by these illegally parked 
cars. 

"The Fire Marshall has said both of these con
ditions must be corrected or COM can be fined. 
I appeal for cooperation in correcting this situa
tion before someone gets hurt or a building is 
destroyed because someone was blocking the 
emergency lane by illegal parking," Rotramel 
said. 

CURRY REFLECTS ON COM 

When James Curry of Dickinson, enrolled at 
COM as a music major in 1975, he never dream
ed he would end up as a commercial artist on 
the staff of a major Houston sign company two 
years later. 

But life has unexpected twists for people with 
multiple talents. Curry was not only talented in 
music and art, but also flexible in shaping his 
life. 

"I have to admit it was difficult to choose 
between art and music. I enjoyed my courses 
in both areas," Curry says now, adding that he 
was able to participate in many out-of-the
classroom activities. 

Curry joined the COM Singers, taught guitar 
lessons in the non-credit program, sang in the 
chorus of COM's production of Hansel and 
Gretel, and landed the male lead in the opera, 
Bastien and Bastienne. During this period he 
was also involved in putting his artistic talents 
to work in the Arena Theatre. Curry designed 
and executed the backdrops for Bastien and 
Bastienne as well as for Camelot. 

The turning point came, Curry feels, when he 
enrolled in an Advertising Design course taught 
by Gayle Faget, a talented staff artist in the 
Office of Communication Services. 

"The course made me realize I could express 
myself creatively through art and ~lso e8:1'n a 
living while doing so," Curry explamed with a 
grin. "I also decided that I did not have to aban
don my music. It will always be a strong avoca
tional interest." 

The direction of his life was further set when 
he joined the Communications Services staff as a 
student assistant. 

"It was a great opportunity for me to put to 
work all I had learned in the classroom," Curry 
commented. "The experience gave 1:1e the con
fidence to go after my first job." 

Curry gathered his portfolio under his arm 
and answered a newspaper advertisement for a 
sign painter for Sign-Ad Co. of Houston. His 
interviewer was so impressed with his portfolio 
he hired Curry to paint bill-boards and serve as 
a commercial artist in Sign-Ad's art department. 



TEXAS INSTRUMENTS COURSE 

A new course, "Designing with Micro-Proces
sors" will be offered in the non-credit program 
of Industrial Education, according to Jerry 
Vaughan, Chairman of the Division of Industrial 
Educ;:ation. 

The course, developed by Texas Instruments, 
will be offered on Tuesdays and Thursdays, at 
5:45 p.m., March 1 through April 11. Tuition 
is $35. 

The six-week course utilizes video tapes, work 
books, and an instructor consultant to cover 
such topics as (1) microprocessors in controllers, 
(2) point of sale terminals, (3) the microproces
sor in avionics, ( 4) microprocessors in automo
tive applications, and ( 5) microprocessors in 
entertainment. 

Individuals with limited digital experience are 
eligible at enroll. Successful completers will 
receive a certificate from the Division of Indus
trial Education. 

Registration is now underway in the Non
Credit Registration Office, Administration 
Building, between the hours of 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday; 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Friday. 

For more · detailed information. please call 
938-1211, Ext. 266. 

WOMEN WELDERS RECRUITED 

A new statewide project to recruit female 
students into welding programs has been kicked 
off by the Texas Education Agency, according 
to Jerry Vaughan, Chairman of the Division of 
Industrial Education at College of the Mainland. 

The effort will eventually eliminate sex 
stereotyping in vocational education programs 
and expand career opportunities for local 
women, many of whom now bear or share the 
responsibility for family incomes. 

U.S. Labor Department statistics reveal that 
9 out of 10 women will work at some time in 
their lives. Nearly half the 34 million women in 
the labor force in March 1973 were working 
because of pressing economic need. Statistics 
also reveal, however, that only five percent of 
all craft workers are women. 

Vaughan noted that welders enjoy excep
tionally good incomes and also have opportu
nities that range from artistic metal sculpture 
to shipyard projects and choice positions in the 
petrochemical industry. 

DANTE'S BAR ... Cont'd from pg. 1 

money, stumbles upon Dante's Bar by accident. 
He is overpowered by two Navy men ( James 
Loflin, Noah Sullivan) who rape Thea (Janice 
Fronczak). He then leaves with her. 

The Bartender (Marvin Byrkett) is the ring
master -- he runs the show. There have been lots 
of myths about bartenders being the friendly 
neighborhood psychoanalyst. Beale (Jon 
Axford), the blind man who does not speak, sees 
all. He waits patiently at the bar until the right 
moment, when he inevitable gets what he came 
for, (sexual action). 

Action without dialogue puts across meaning 
with the visable Jukebox (Todd Pykosz) who .is 
a mechanical person. 

This play explains that people cannot live up 
to the expectations set forth in role-playing 
because their identities are often caught up in 
the roles and may lead to destruction. 

The concise performance of the actors could 
not have been achieved without a dedicated, 
experienced director. Reggie Schwander worked 
directly with Eichhorn in shaping the play. He 
points out that Dante's Bar is the most chal
lenging play he has ever directed. 

John Kenny, former staff designer for Alley 
Theatre, designed an immaculate set. KILT cisc 
jockey Beau Weaver selected and taped back
ground music. Costuming, lighting and sound 
linked the characters to their roles in beautiful 
perspective. 

Dante's Bar ran from Jan. 26 thru Feb. 11 
at COM's Arena Theatre. The play expressed 
many thoughts that touched home. 

JANICE EV ANS and PAM BLACK 

WOMEN MECHANICS 

Pam Black of Bacliff and Janice Evans of 
League City consider themselves typical house
wives in all but one area of their lives: they're on 
the way to becomming skilled auto mechanics. 

Presently enrolled in COM's Auto Techno
logy program, both women have found welcome 
and acceptance on the part of instructors and 
fell ow students. 

Each of the women have gone into the pro
gram with a defin~te, carefully-planned goal in 
mind. Evans hopes to someday own her own 
auto _repair shop, together with her husband. 
Black has a more personalized objective: she 
wants .to be able to keep her 1965 Barracuda 
running. 

Both Black and Evans expressed delight with 
their instruction and the individualized attention 
they received. 

"I highly recommend the program to any 
woman interested in car mechanics - it's a wide 
open field," declared Evans. "Perhaps the break
through we've made as the first women in this 
program will encourage others to follow us.'' 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-
ONE O'CLOCK LAB BAND OF NTSU 

The One O'Clock Lab Band of North Texas State, Univer
sity hailed by Stan Kenton as the best jazz group in the 
nation, will present a clinic and concert at COM Physical 
Education Building, Feb. 25. 

The clinic, in session from 4 to 6 p.m., is open to all musi
cians and offers an opportunity for them to work in instru
mental sessions of trumpets, saxaphones, trombones, and 
rhythm (piano, guitar, drums and bass). 

The cost of the concert and clinic is $5. Send registration 
fee to Carol Veth, Fine Arts Department, College of the 
Mainland, Texas City 77590. A notation of the instrument 
session desired should be included. 

The concert will be held in the Physical Education Build
ing at 8 p.m. Admission is $4 for adults and $2 for students. 
Tickets for both the clinic and concert are on sale in local 
music stores, in CO"s Fine Arts Office, and at the door on 
the night of the performance. 

An NTSU Lab Band '76 record has recently been nomi
nated for a Grammy Award, for the second year. 

-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-THESE ARE VEG ET ARIAN TIMES 
What are you eating? 
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URICK JOINS COM 

Maryann Urick, new COM Coordinator of 
Recreational Programs, notes with a grin, "I 
really enjoy working with people, which is why 
I went into the recreational field." 

Urick was moving toward a degree in teaching 
when a series of twists changed the course of 
her life. While in the National Student Exchange 
Program at Illinois State University, she was 
accepted to spend her sophomore year at the 
University of Hawaii, where she became in-

MARY ANN URICK 
volved in the recreational field. 

"It became clear that I had a better chance of 
affecting people's lives through their leisure time 
rather than in a forced environment," she ex
plained. "I've always been a physically active 
person, so a career in recreation seemed right for 
me." 

Urick completed a B. S. degree in Recreation 
and Leisure Studies at Southern Illinois Univer
sity in Carbondale, Ill., then went to the Uni
versity of Illinois at Champagne-Urbana where 
she joined the staff of the Recreation Depart
ment in Highland Park, a suburb of Chicago, as 
Program Coordinator of Youth Services. 

Urick's outdoor activities go beyond the tradi
tional tennis, swimming, and hiking. She enjoys 
mountain climbing, cave exploring (spelunking) 
and rappelling (coming down the mountain). 

She feels committed to providing recreational 
outlets for non-competitive people. · 

"All of us need to let loose, to consider play 
or recreation as a legitimate, healthy means of 
releasing tension," she declared emphatically. 

Since arriving at COM in September 1977, 
Urick put her philosophy into motion with en
thusiasm and enormous energy. Among her 
achievements have been a Campus Frolic for 
students and college personnel, a Halloween 
party for the community (which attracted 
1600), and an expanded program of recreation
al activities for students and staff. Presently 
she is working with the Student Association to 
help develop a recreational club for students. 

TECH-VOC PROGRAM 
Keeping job skills current is the focus of new 

courses offered Spring 1978 by COM's Tech
nical-Vocational Continuing Education program. 
A broad spectrum of new courses has been 
scheduled for persons employed in business, 
health, industrial or public service occupations 
according to Joe Rubio, Associate Dean of 
Technical-Vocational programs. 

Among new courses on the ambitious sched
ule are programs for managers, office workers, 
engineers, nurses, law enforcement personnel, 
dietetic supervisors, real estate salespersons, 
child development workers, small retailers, auto 
mechanics, air conditioning specialists, and 
welders. Special courses have also been develop
ed for women in management, union stewards, 
industrial trainers and individuals preparing for 
the certified public accountant's examination. 

Offered at nominal cost, all courses are taught 
by practitioners who meet rigid state certifica
tion requirements and have demonstrated 
success on the job. 
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CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM TABLED 
by Teri Crook 

In a vote by COM Board of Trustees March 
16, Dr. Fred Taylor's proposed non-faculty clas
sification system was tabled for 90 days. 

The motion was made by Carmen Anderson, 
board member, to table the system. 

This followed input by COM non-faculty 
staff at a meeting of COM's Employee Associa
tion (COMEA) and the college Committee on 
Committees. Presented to non-faculty staff were 
COMEA's three position papers which expressed 
employee "concern and disatisfaction" with the 
proposed classification and compensation sys
tem. 

One complaint outlined in these position 

PROPOSED EMPLOYEE CLASSIFICATION 
SYSTEM HITS SNAG 
by Teri Crook 

In a March 6 interview with InterCOM 
staffers, COM President Dr. Fred Taylor said the 
new non-faculty classification and compensation 
system designed by Chicago's Robert Hayes and 
Asso., Inc., follows the goals and objectives 
of the college. 

The proposed system attempts · to ctev__elop 
"an identical process, whereby each non-faculty 
staff position can be classified into a salary 
grade based in part on skill, effort, responsibil-

Cont'd on pg. 5 

RON WILLIAMS 

PHI BETA SIGMA FRATERNITY 
ORGANIZED AT COM 
by Kathleen Curtis 

"The first and only fraternity on a commu
nity college level has been organized at COM," 
according to Charles Cannon, member of the 
Graduate Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma. 

The COM chapter of this fraternity is called 
the Zeta Rho Chapter. The fraternity's purpose 
is to promote brotherhood, scholarship, and hu
man services. Ron Williams, a student at COM, 
will be pledging perspective members. 

Qualifications for pledging are a follows: 
12 hour minimum enrollment, 2.3 academic 

Cont'd on pg. 5 

papers was selection of Hayes and Associates, a 
Chicago consulting firm, without input from 
non-faculty staff. Another was virtual non
existent employee participation in selection of 
Benchmark Committee members. 

"To this date, no effort has been made to 
share recommendations eventually given by 
Hayes and Associates, a procedure which seems 
paramount in a process modeled in openness and 
participation," stated COMEA Position Paper 2. 

The three position papers, when completed, 
were sent to Dr. Taylor to be presented to the 
COM Board of Trustees in a workshop on March 
9. 

GRANT AWARDED FOR CENTER 
by Teri Crook 

COM's Educational Development, headed by 
Don Bass, has awarded an internal grant of 
$2,000 to create the Center for Development of 
Women's Potential. The Center opened February 
15 and will close in April. 

The special problems women incur at COM 
will be studied. The Center will explore the 
status of wDmen on campus -- their career 
choices, enrollment patterns, the programs they 
follow, etc. 

For instance, data collected by the Institu
tional and Special Research Studies showed 
that in ratio, every one male who changed a 
schedule because of "grade problems," nine 
females changed their schedules for the same 
reason. The Center will try to understand why 
women have more "grade problems" than men. 

Another potential study for the Center is 
exploring the field choices COM has to offer 
women, and developing ways to make women 
aware of these career choices. 

The counsel for the Center consists of 
women and men in COM's district who cover 
many special fields and interest groups. Counsel 
members are: Martha Wright, Joe Rubio, Katrina 

Cont'd on pg. 3 

SPRING GRADUATION APPROACHES 
by Cheryl Hender,on 

"Students eligible for graduation need to in
dicate to the admissions office their desire to 
graduate, the semester they are eligible to grad
uate, and the degree they are pursuing," accord
ing to Robert Johnston, Registrar at COM. 

Deadline for submitting an application for 
graduation was March 30. Once an application is 
submitted, the Admissions Office will review the 
student's permanent record and send an evalua
tion form informing the student whether or not 
he is eligible to graduate or what may be lacking 
for the student to graduate. 

Current plans for commencement exercises 
are: 

May 17, 1978 at 7:30 P.M., 
in the 

PE Building 
Although student participation in com

mencement exercises is encouraged this year, 
for the first time attendance is optional. 

Students who would like more information 
may contact Robert Johnston, at 938-1211, 
ext. 263. 

MAINLAND 
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COMEA OFFICERS RESIGN 
by Teri Crook 

The Executive Committee of COM's Em
ployees Association (COMEA) resigned March 
20 in an open letter to COM Employees. 

Zelda Rick, COMEA's vice-president, stated 
that the top administration feels input to them 
should come through normal channels and there
fore COMEA's "work was ineffective." 

Another COMEA officer said that their 
resignation was due, in part, to the "adminis
trators view that communication must adhere 
to the current organization model." 

An excerpt from the resignation reads: 
"As a staff association, we have tried to 

collect and disseminate and exchange informa
tion, but this effort has been viewed as circum
venting the chain of command. We can see no 

Cont'd on pg. 5 

ENGELKE FILES FOR JUDGE 

Roy Engelke, Jr., 44, is a candidate for 
122nd district judge in the May Democratic 
primary. 

Engelke has been an attorney in Galveston 
county for 18 years. 

He entered the UT School of Law after U.S. 
Army service, graduating in 1959. He began in 
law practice that same year. 

"A good judge must be fair and impartial, 
always remembering that he is a servant and not 
a master of the people, that the power he has to 
affect lives comes from all the people, not just 

Cont'd on pg 6 

DECA WINNERS 
DECA chapter of COM earned honors at 

the State Leadership Conference recently held 
in San Antonio at the St. Anthony Hotel. 

Jane Braeuer won first place, Real Estate 
Manager-Owner, while Barbara Loftus won third 
place, Real Estate Manager-Owner. 

"COM's mid-management teacher coordi
nators and students are to be commended for 
their fine performance at this conference," said 
W. A. Grusy, director of Division of Post Sec
ondary Programs for the Texas Education 
Agency. 

The winners are eligible to participate in the 
National Career Development Conference in 
Washington, D. C., May 1 - 6. 
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CATALOG EDITORIAL 

COM's catalog offers a wide range of aca
demic courses for selection. When looking at the 
catalog, it seems easy to plan a full-degree pro
gram. But during registration, students often 
find that this selection is not as wide as it ap
pears. Many courses in the catalog are not actu
ally offered. This misleading practice sometimes 
draws students to COM who then cannot receive 
academic courses necessary for their degree 
plans. 

In a brief paragraph titled "Changes in Regu
lations," COM's catalog states, "College of the 
Mainland reserves the right to make changes in 
the regulations, courses, fees and other matters 
of policy and procedure when deemed neces
sary." 

Whatever the reason behind this practice it is 
unfair to students and should be discontinued. 

- Marian J. Stein 
VOICE YOUR OPINION! 

In a recent survey, InterCOM staff members 
Teri Crook, Cheryl Henderson, Linda Kirk
patrick and I asked COM students, "In your o
pinion, what is the function of the school news
paper?" Collectively, many of the responses 
were the same. We gathered interesting data 
which we would like to share. 

Students agreed that the newspaper should 
inform individuals about current happenings on 
campus -- specifically dates, times and places of 
meetings, activities, special trips and other 
events. 

"The student newspaper should give stu
dents, staff, and administration the means to 
voice their opinions in print." Students feel this 
enhances communication between everyone on 
campus. Other students also think InterCOM 
should keep the community well-informed 
about COM. 

Some polled expressed the idea that they 
would like to read poetry, short stories, and 
other articles written by non-staff students. 
They believe this idea could give individuality 
and personality to the newspaper and make it 
more enjoyable. 

One student said the newspaper should bring 
about "a definite need, desire to read." Another 
said, "There is too much space given to uninter
esting material." Still another student would like 
to see more pictures. 

The paper's news shall encompass everyone 
connected with COM and present current, rele
vent, local information that is enjoyable and 
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interesting. 

The direction of InterCOM depends on its · 
readers. We need feed-back from everyone if we 
are to publish a student newspaper relevant to 
and enjoyed by everyone. 

- Kathleen Curtis 

EDITORIAL - COM SECURITY 

An interview with campus security officer 
Joe Rotramel revealed that COM has two certi
fied police officers, four full-time security 
guards, and two part-time security guards. 

Only the security officers are authorized to 
make arrests .and wear guns "when they feel the 
need," Rotramel said. The security guards patrol 
the campus and report any disturbance to a 
security officer by walkie-talkie. 

Rotramel and the other security officer are 
on duty from between 7 and 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
There is not a security officer on duty 24 hours 
a day because of the added cost this would en
tail. One security guard is on duty after 11 p.m. 

If a student or COM employee should be in 
need of a security officer, he should call exten
sion 400 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. The main
tenance office will contact an officer by walkie
talkie. After 5 p.m., students or staff can call the 
COM operator who is on duty until 10 p.m. 
Rotramel says "she will know what to do." 

Security officers have in the past arrested 
offenders, mostly assault cases involving family 
or boyfriend-girlfriend disputes. According to 
Rotramel, theft is quite prevalent in the gym 
and parking lots, but because of lack of funds 
these areas cannot be adequately protected. 

After 10 p.m. a security officer or guard 
patrols in front of the College Center and Ad
ministration Building and between the Tech
nical-Vocational Building and Gym. They also 
cov:er respective arlcing lots between the ours 
of 10 and 11 p.m. 

If a student or employee is on campus after 
11 p.m., he will have to depend on the sole 
security guard to come to his defense. After 
10 p.m., those in need can scream for help or 
try their own method of defense. 

On the morning of January 24, 1977, a body 
was found lying on the east sidewalk of the 
maintenance building. (See InterCOM, Volume 
1, Number 1.) Both TCPD Chief Rankin DeWalt 
and COM Security Officer Joe Rotramel specu
lated that the victim had either wandered on 
campus in a daze, or been placed on campus 
after the homicide had taken place elsewhere. 

The administration either cannot or will not 
hire ample personnel to protect COM students 
and employees from assault, rape, theft, or 
homicide. A recent case involved a woman 
student in an Eastern University who was raped 
on campus and sued the university for not pro
viding adequate security to prevent the crime. 
Why not have the college spend more money to 
prevent such a possibility before it happens? 

- Linda Kirkpatrick 
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COMSA EDITORIAL 
COM's student government changed more 

than its name when COMSA ex-president Bill 
Whitener left. With the election of a new presi
dent and new officers, it also received a new 
name -- "Student Association." No one seems 
quite sure when that name was changed. It was 
not recorded in the minutes of any COMSA 
meetings. When asked about the change, vice
president James Loflin stated, "It was done by 
common law." 

He could not define "common law" and was 
unaware exactly when the change took place. 
( Common law, according to the American Heri
tage Dictionary, is defined as, "Any unwritten, 
generally applled system of law based on court 
decision, usages, and customs.") When asked if 
COMSA would in the future change back to 
being a student government, Loflin replied, "It 
shouldn't happen, but if it does, it'll be by 
common law." 

Whatever caused COMSA to change from a 
student government to a student association is 
not known. But whatever the reason it was not 
done properly. The issue should have been voted 
on by the COM student body. The past history 
of COMSA indicates that students elect the pres
ident and officers and then are not regularly 
apprised of COMSA's activities. 

One example of the COMSA leadership's 
highhandedness was seen in the replacement of 
Dudley Mills (InterCOM, Vol. 1, No. 4). Mills 
was voted into office by COM students but, on 
the verge of being fired, resigned. Does this 
mean that a few COMSA officers have the right 
to remove another officer when they please? 

Whatever the cause, the method was wrong. 
If COMSA has the power to remove an elected 
officer from office without consulting the 
student body, what is the limit of their power? 
According to the COM 1977-78 catalog, COMSA 
is defined as follows: "The Student Association 
is administered by six elected officers who _rep
res~nt the student body in matters relevant to 
instruction, administration, student services, and 
institutional development and planning. All 
interested students will be given an opportunity 
to participate in the activities of the Associa
tion." How can COM SA officers represent the 
student body when they continue to act without 
consulting the student body? 

If students continue to let COMSA operate 
in this fashion, COM's government/association 
may as well be appointed by the college's ad
ministrators. 

WHO WILL BE THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
DIVISION OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES 

Who should be new Chairman of the Divi
sion of Arts and Humanities? Should this person 
be involved in a single level of fine arts? Should 
this person be devoted to all the disciplines with
in this Division as well as an efficient Adminis
trator? 

COM needs someone who can oversee all 
areas within the Division of Arts and Humanities 
equally - someone who is sincerely interested in 

EDITORIALS cont'd on pg. 3 
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·students' needs and creative potential. 
If this position is filled in the near future we 

do not need either an instructors' showcase ~r a 
near:sighted/one dimensional person filling this 
hastily vacated position. Both students and fac
ulty should be offered the opportunity - in some 
form - to express an opinion regarding who-from 
among the present faculty - would be a suitable 
choice. 

Presently, the administration of this Division 
is moving along quite smoothly. It would seem 
~hat there is some question as to whether a genu-
me need for this Chairperson exists. . 

The only problem seems to be a widening 
gap between the Fine Arts Department and the 
rest of this Division. This could indicate that 
COM has outgrown the need to bind all these 
disciplines together. 

- Diana R. Wilson 

WHY ALL THE FUSS ABOUT 
RECLASSIFICATION? 

There is more at stake in the reclassification 
issue than money. One of the major issues is 
whether people will be assessed on an individual 
basis or whether they will become a group of 
automatons "maxing out" at different levels 
and, until that happens, receiving automatic 
across-the-board raises. This destroys individ
ualism, creativity, and motivation. 

The initial presentation stressed the need for 
a speedy vote - presupposing that the entire 
issue had been worked out and settled before
hand: short-circuiting discussion or change. This 
attitude and a lack of complete information has 
resulted. is a unanimous tabling of reclassifica
tion for further study as of the Board meeting 
March 16th. 

The merit of this issue can now be carefully 
weighed by all who will (by way of their vote, 
employment, or education) be affected by its 
eventual outcome. 

- Diana R. Wilson 

THE MYTH OF THE CHILD-STUDENT 
Once upon a time, there was a community 

college where the average age of a student was 
27 .5 years: a ad ag 'h.e majority of 
the professors realized this fact. The entire 
student body knew that it was true -also. But, 
alas, the school administration did not under
stand. The members of the school board of 
trustees referred to the students as "kids." 

In real life, students had responsibilities 
. ' Jobs, and lots of them had children. But when 
there was a function on campus, no alcohol was 
permitted. When mom or dad had to go to class, 
there was a constant problem of what to do with 
the children ( especially considering that area 
nurseries charge for an entire 5 day /week, with 
no provision for night child care). And, when
ever an issue of any importance came up on 
campus, the students had no way to voice their 
feelings. All the while, students who were moth
ers and fathers - husbands and wives - employees 
of area businesses and the college itself - strug
gled on with their classes; their studies. 

Time passes. Still there is no on-campus 
nursery to help out student/parents. Plans for 
community festivals are redirected elsewhere 
when it is learned that beer and wine cannot be 
permitted, lest it fall into the hands of a child
student. (Complicated and easily misunder
stood, these issues might prove too hard to un
derstand by child-students.) 

Hark! On the horizon, can it be the winds 
of change fluttering a banner of understanding 
for all? Is it possible that everyone finally real

. izes that the child-student never existed except 
in the imagination of a few? 

- Diana R. Wilson 
LETTERS 

Editor: 
Since COM is so community-oriented I'm 

rea'lly surprised there isn't a nursery on car:ipus. 
It would b.e so convenient for mothers. I'm sure 
it could be self-supporting, or even make money. 
I believe there is a child care department. Maybe 
it could benefit from a nursery also. 

Claudia Pate 
Dickinson 

Editor: 
Please bring Don Sanders back, and advertise 

(him). 
A Student 

Editor: 
In my opinion, the Biology Department's 

mandatory attendance policy is befitting of a 
junior high, not a junior college. The policy re
quiring each student to retake each objective 
missed on an exam is equally ridiculous. Such a 
practice punishes the non-biology major by ne
cessitating extra study in a course for which he 
or she may have little interest or use. 

Why not simply count off a certain number 
of points for each question missed and grade the 
student accordingly? It may even be feasible to 
have different sections for biology majors. Then 
I could see how rigid attendance and grading 
policies c;ould be justified. In conclusion, I find 
the existing policies of the COM Biology Depart
ment in dire need of re-examination and revi
sion. 

A Student 

Editor: 
I can only suggest that if your staff would 

competently research the issue, they would find 
all the answers to their questions in the way 
they should be answered -- not, for example, 
through blind surveys with the projected out
come of said survey well-formulated in Cheryl 
Henderson's mind and her response ready for 
print. 

The Biology Department's system is set up 
to run on a weekly basis. Students are only able 
to complete their assignments in· the week they 
are assigned. Any deviation from this causes 
only needless burden on the part of the instruc
tors who have already prepared the lessons once, 
and on the lab assistants who must spend extra 
time with those who are absent, in an attempt to 
catch them up. 

No, attendance should not be mandatory, 
but any student of college level should have the 
maturity to understand the aforementioned 
problems he would cause by unnecessary habit
ual absence. I'm through reading this paper for 
goad. Your purpose is to communicate real 
problems and news of the campus, not high
light one student's personal problems when so 
many of us already know what it is. If it weren't 
for Cheryl Henderson's half-truths and unre
searched articles blackening the faces of every 
ot~er amateur joutnalist on your staff, the paper 
mzght be considered informative and enjoyable 
to read. Do us a favor and be more discreet in 
the selection of your staff . . 

A Concerned Student 
P. S. I've completed the general Biology courses 
offered without missing a day, and feel my con
stant attendance only helped me make an A 
both semesters. Also, there is more that one 
biology course offered. In all other courses ex

cepting general biology, attenilance is not re-
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quired. If you really welcome my views on the 
"problems you may have," you .will print this, 
as I knqw it is representative of my and my 
cronies' point of view. InterCOM is my sole 
problem on the campus to date. 

Cheryl Henderson replies: 
I appreciate your complete agreement with 

me that there should NOT be mandatory attend
ance. I would like, however, to point out that 91 
percent of those responding to InterCOM's 
survey disagree with the biology department's 
policy on mandatory attendance, while only 9 
percent agreed with the policy. These results 
show that this is not "one person's problem," 
but an issue students at COM felt strongly 
enough about to express their views. 

Those who undertake teaching should not 
expect ease, but should understand that COM is 
here to serve students (many of whom have 
families and work), not to make instructors or 
lab assistants jobs easier. A student able to 
achieve required objectives without attendance 
requires no repetition of labs or lectures on the 
part of instructors or hired help. Voluntary 
attendance may even eliminate "unnecessary 
burdens" by there being fewer students present. 

I did NOT suggest that students should be 
allowed "unnecessary habitual absences." I sup
port the idea that students who can achieve re
quired objectives without attending class should 
be allowed to do so without penalty. 

Although I appreciate your views on what 
you think is the function of InterCOM, the In
terCOM staff votes on that issue each semester. 

Thank you for your response. 

Kit van Cleave replies: 
Staff membership on InterCOM is open to 

any COM student. Editor for each issue is elec
ted by those who have given of their time and 
energy to serve on the paper's staff. Editorship 
changes with each issue. Cheryl Henderson has 
served for two years on the InterCOM staff and 
was chosen for this position by her fellow stu
dents on the paper. The "article" Henderson 
wrote was not in fact a straight news story, but 
an editorial, as its placement on page two of 
InterCOM should have indicated. Every idea and 
piece of writing or cartoon art in InterCOM is 
reviewed by all those on the staff, and selected 
or rejected accordingly. The administration and 
faculty does not interfere with the operation of 
InterCOM, which is truly a student-run news
paper. 

The purpose of an editorial is specifically to 
represent the writer's .opinion on whatever topic 
that writer selects. Editorials do not represent 
both sides of the issue as do straight news re
ports; a glance at a daily newspaper proves this 
journalistic tradition. Cheryl Henderson's edi
torial on what she saw as a problem affecting 
students at COM is completely within the pa
ramaters of journalistic tradition. 

Finally, InterCOM does not run fraudulent 
surveys - either by coupon or interviewed polls
but reports data returns from students. 

RAPE PROGRAM 
People Against Rape and Abuse will start a 

new training program for those interested in be
coming rape victim advocates in the Bay area. 
Class size will be limited. For application and in
formation call 482-1928 or 488-f481 or write 
PARA, P. 0. Box 57535, Webste1i, Texas 77598. 

The last Thursday of every month People 
Against Rape and Abuse has its monthly meet
ing. The board meets at 7 P.M. and the general 
meeting at 8 P .M. All meetings are open to the 
public, held at Bay Area Bank & Trust, 218 
Nasa Rd. 1, Webster. 

GRANT. . . . . . . cont'd f,;om pg. 1 

P_ackru:d, Jill 0ills, Nancy Smith, Mary Guajardo, 
Jim Kmzer, Lmda Handy, Sara Brady, Marian J. 
Stein, Diana R. Wilson, Mary Ann De Ore, and 
Schineatha Griffin. 

Questions concerning the new Center can 
be directed to Ann Finch of COM's Institutional 
and Special Research Studies at extension 465. 



ROCK AND ROLL 
by Kathleen Curti5 

A hot local gtoup from Texas City plays 
contemporary music with their own personal 
flair. 

Scott Castille, Alan Dickman, Deryl Tarin, 
and David Tarin make up 100 Proof. Their mu
sic is a blend of rock, country, soul and blues, 
phonically produced through a bass guitar, two 
lead guitars, and drums. Daryl and Alan, the lead 

Allan Dickman, Scott Castille , David Tarin and Daryl Tarin 

vocalists, add flavor and variety to their sound 
with a steel guitar, mandolin, and harmonica. 

"In the beginning, we practiced a lot and 
then lost an original member. We continued 
practicing, got a new bass player, and worked to 
get it together. That's why things are starting 
to come together now," said Castille, reminisc
ing on the difficulties of forming a band. 

"Each band member makes a commitment 
to himself and to the group," David explained. 
This commitment is reflected in every perform
ance. They strive for the best sound and "the 
vibrations flow when that sound is just right," 
Dickman says. 

"Sometimes I don't think I can even play 
the drums, it just comes out," adds Castille. 

The audience plays an important part in 
these musicians' performances. "Whether the gig 
is played in a hole-in-the-wall bar or an exclusive 
night club, a responsive audience gives us our 
meaning and purpose for being .there," explained 
the guys. 

The group has performed at Gerry's Night 
Club, the Texas City LULAC Hall, Garrett's 
Tavern, and COM dances. They play for parties, 
barbecues, dances, any place where a band is 
needed. They are presently playing at the Cactus 
Club and Hatchet's. 

Music is in the heart and soul of each 100 
Proof member, and they don't intend to stop 
playing. Their intensity is what makes famous 
contemporary groups what they are, and what 
100 Proof hopes to be. The only missing factor 
is time. 

"COMP ANY" COMING 
Company, the multi-award winning musical 

which ran two years on Broadway, will open a 
four-week stand in COM's Arena Theatre begin
ning April 6. 

Framed in a unique revue format, the musi
cal is a cynical analysis of love and marriage, 
told in the .words and music of Stephen Sond
heim, whose previous hits include West Side 
Story, Gypsy and A Funny Thing Happened 
On The Way To The Forum. 

The show centers around an eligible bache
lor, Robert (Jeremy Laurents), who is the favor
ite guest and prized "extra man" of five married 
couples, all of whom are continually pushing 
him toward matrimony. 

Gus Babb, Bea Weberlein, Kathy Huff, Don 
Plake, Sallie Ward, Darwin Miller, Susan Fisher, 
Jim Fitch and Teresa Christensen will be seen as 
these five couples while Laurie Swalin, Melody 
Stanford, and Toni Erwing are cast in the roles 
of his alluring girl friends whose marriage snares 
he manages to escape. Vanda Edwards, Linda 
Ybarra, Jan Johnson, Tim Harrison and Liz 
Spiteri comprise the vocal minority. 

COM Theatre Coordinator Jack Westin, who 
directed Mainland Community Theatre's highly
successful production of Cainelot, will direct 
Company. Larry Stanley, who directed the mu
sic for Galveston's Lone Star Historical drama 
and Mainland Community Theatre's highly-sue-

FINE ARTS GROUP 
by Kathleen Curtis 

Energetic students have formed a Coastal 
Fine Arts Association (CFAA), with member
ship open to "anyone with an appreciation for 
and working knowledge of fine arts, " said 
Diana R. Wilson, Creative Writing representative. 

The club meets on Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. 
Five Matrix representatives have been chosen 
by members. They are Carol Gilbreath, Music; 
Cindy Hill, Visual Arts ; George W. Hatch, Jr., 
Theatre; Alice Bass, Dance, and Wilson for writ
ing. Treasurer is Barbara Morphew. Publicity will 
be handled by Kathleen Curtis. James Templer, 
Acting Chairman of Arts, is the club's cultural 
advisor. 

The CF AA is planning spring and fall fine 
arts festivals of exhibits, displays, shows - - "any
thing pertaining to the arts," Wilson said. 

Active members may receive reduced rates 
on group events, tickets, and trips. The COM
based club will also have access to free transpor
tation and available funding. 

A CF AA newsletter will begin circulation in 
the last half of April 1978. 

cessful productions of Fiddler on the Roof and 
Godspell, will direct the music for Company. 

The musical will run through April 29 
(Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays). Tickets 
are $3.50 for adults and $2 for students, senior 
citizens and COM Foundation patrons. 

DOKEY SPEAKS 
by Marian J . Stein 

Fiction writer Richard Dokey spoke at 
COM, March 14, presenting his views on lo".e, 
sex, society, marriage and the individual. 

He used parts of his published short stories 
to emphasize his opinions. 

Dokey visited several COM classes speaking 
on the same subjects. · 

"Marriage is a political institution and chil
dren are the property of their parents," he said. 
"Most marriages are marriages to parental sub
stitutes . .. It's a contract two people make with 
each other, and then on a greater extent to 
society. . . A difficulty is finding the human per
son and making contact." He added that mar
riage is a ritual, a contract with the state. 

On the subject of writing Dokey stated, 
"Writing is a trade in a sense , a process of dis
covery. A writer needs a critical sense of what's 
good and bad." Dokey said that he felt stories 
must be "like diamonds and hot just be enter
taining." 

"ANGELS OF CARVER PARK" 
by Linda Kirkpatrick 

COM's Community Theatre presented 
Angels of Carver Park March 3 and 4 at 8 P .M. 
in the Arena Theatre. Written and directed by 
Ken Turner and Calvin Stewart, the play con
cerns the efforts of two angels to end drug 
traffic in a neighborhood park. 

The underlying theme of religion was re
vealed by the character of Sonny Boy who told 
his fellow drug dealers to repent their sins and 
prepare for after-life. 

The secondary theme was that a black man 
does not have to be a pimp and pusher to have 
money and prestige. As Sonny Boy tells three 
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small boys, they "can be a doctor, lawyer" or 
anything they choose to be. 

Playwright Ken Turner, also on stage as 
Sonny Boy and Miss Charlie, deserves credit for 
keeping the play moving and flowing smoothly. 
Mr. Magic, convincing as Officer Johnson, the 
Devil, and the Wino, also gave an excellent per
formance as Satan. Benjamin Foreman was 
memorable as the junkie, Bingo. 

Ricky Jackson was reminiscent of Flip 
Wilson's Black Preacher in his portrayal of 
Reverend Baker. In one scene in the park, his 
lines became unintelligible. He needed make
up and gray in his hair, for he did not look 
old enough to be Bingo's father. 

Sheil Harden was notable in her portrayal 
of BB (Sonny Boy's girlfriend), who was sym
pathetic to other people's needs. 

The lighting and sound effects were excep
tionally well-designed and executed by techni
cian Calvin Stewart and Roylin Bradley. Make
up was noticeably lacking for all the characters 
except the Devil. The women appeared to be 
wearing their everyday make-up and the men 
wore none or very little. The sets and costumes 
were both well-designed. 

As good entertainment and an insight into 
black culture, the production was remarkable 
for a first-time effort for the director and all 
but two of the actors. 

NTSU LAB BAND CROWD-PLEASER 
by Teri Crook 

The Grammy-nominated North Texas State 
University 1 O'Clock Lab Band performed 
before a large, diverse crowd in the COM gymna
sium February 25. 

As the Lab Band played their jazz and swing 
tunes, it was easy to understand why they had 
been nominated twice for a Grammy award by 
the National Academy of Recording Artist Sci
ences in the category of "best jazz instrumental 
performance by a big band ( against great artists 
such as Buddy Rich, Woody Herman, and Count 
Basie.) 

Big band boogie such as "Grove Blues" and 
"What's New" had the audience responding to 
the music with their whole bodies-tapping their 
toes, shaking their legs and moving their shoul
ders. Student compositions including "Vader's 
Vaccination, " " Funk Me, " and " Phonk A 
Trois, " were modem jazz songs with musical 
influences incorporated in their style - - Jazz, 
disco and rock. The excellent percussion on 
these selections made them three of the NTSU 
Band's better instrumental arrangements. 

Despite the slight sound distortion in the 
first set (which was evened out in the 2nd set), 
the Lab Band proved to be a crowd-pleaser to all 
generations of jazz fans in attendance. 

Friday, May 12th (time to be announced), COM's Theatre Art 
231 will present an acting recital in the Arena Theatre. For time, 
call 938-1211, ext. 221. 



ZETA PHI BETA cont'd from pg. 1 

grade average, knowledge of the organization, 
and willingness to participate. 

Fund-raising for this newly-approved organi
zation began March 24, with a dance at COM's 
Student Center. The organization has also plan
ned ~ Calendar Girl Pageant at LaMarque High 
School in fall 1978. 

A sorority, Zeta Phi Beta, will be organized 
in the near future. 

Fraternities and sororities are an exciting 
challenge for COM students. For more informa
tion, contact Leroy August, advisor, ext. 413, 
in the Career Decisions Center. 

OFFICERS RESIGN cont'd from pg. 1 

need for an employees' organization to exist 
under these circumstances. 

"We reaffirm our support for the underlying 
philosophies of the Prospectus for the Develop
ment of College of the Mainland, for goals and 
objectives derived therefrom and for the prima
cy of instruction, and those services making it 
possible, as our reason, as an institution, to 
exist. 

"Therefore, we, the elected members of the 
Executive Committee of the College of the 
Mainland Employees' Association regretfully 
submit our resignation from the employees' 
association (COMEA), effective immediately." 

COMEA officers are Ann Miller, Zelda Rick, 
Bessie E. Schroder, Martha Griffin, and Cheryl 
Willis. 

CLASSIFICATION cont'd from pg. 1 

ity and impact of error," Dr. Taylor said. 
Non-faculty staff members were asked last 

year to fill out detailed questionnaires exploring 
staff positions, describing duties and responsibil
ities, supervision received or exercised. The ques
tionnaires were reviewed by staff supervisors and 
sent to a Benchmark Evaluation Committee. 

This committee included 13 appointed per
sonnel representatives and two Hayes employ
ees, who read and tentatively placed the ques
tionnaires in a structure, then evaluated the 
resulting system. 

Review and final decision of the system by 
top administration completed the study, with 
final acceptance pending approval of COM's 
Board of Trustees. 

Dr. Taylor said he had to make "a final deci
sion based on input, and I am going to make it 
in the best interests of the institution, not in the 
best interest of one particular group or one divi
sion or of three or four people. I solicit input 
but I make my decisions in light of that input, 
not because of it." 

When asked about employee dissatisfaction, 
Dr. Taylor said, "There is always going to be 
a percentage who don't like change. There's 
never going to be a system everyone agrees to, 
because there are too many value systems. 
One of the most important things to me is job 
satisfaction. As long as we continue stirring up 
the pot relative to their roles, our job satisfac
tion is not going to be appreciably increased." 

Dr. Taylor said, "In the question of down
grading, one of the first things they (Hayes and 
Associates) did was to find internal inequities, 
regardless of where a person was put in a cate
gory. If he did not feel at least as high as the 
people in the category, he feels downgraded. 
This perception is based on ego and value sys
tems." 

He added that "this institution is not design
ed for employees, it's designed for students." 

A February 6 survey taken by COMEA of 
non-faculty staff showed 49% of those respond
ing felt their jobs were downgraded. Dr. Taylor 
replied, "You can't go by that survey, it was 
based on misinformation. This was taken prior 
to a full explanation .. " 

Dr. Taylor stated he felt the new system 
would be passed "if the Board is willing to look 
at it objectively. Then we can go on with the 
business of implementing it in a way that will be 
the least destructive to the institution." 

Dr. Taylor added that the new system will 
always be subject to change. "Once it's in
stalled, there will be plenty of opportunity to 
appeal whatever classification you're in. I will 
always be in constant review," Dr. Taylor said. 

COM STUDENTS OBJECT 
TO MANDATORY 
ATTENDANCE POLICY 

by Cheryl Hender•on 

COM students responding to a recent survey 
coupon printed in the InterCOM expressed a 
definite dislike of the biology department's 
policy on mandatory attendance. 

Of 45 responses received, 91 percent ( 41) 
disagreed with the policy while only 9 percent 
(four) believed that the practice of mandatory 
attendance was a good one. 

Student responses ranged from "It's a 
crock," to "I think it is very unfair," to "I 
agree with the policy." 

Results of this survey will be sent to the 
biology department. Anyone wishing to 
review the results can contact the InterCOM 
staff on Mondays at 2 to 3:20 P.M. in L246. 
The InterCOM staff would like to thank those · 
students who filled out a survey form and re
turned it for input. 

MILLER SELECTED 
Joseph "Bud" Miller, instructor in COM's 

Division of Business, has been selected as one of 
16 participants in an experimental study to 
measure the achievement of post-secondary 
students. 

The study will be conducted by the Inter
state Distributive Education Curriculum Con
sortium (IDECC) on a nation-wide basis. Within 
the study, eight classes will be taught by the 
IDECC System, and eight more by the tradition
al approach for a period of four to six weeks. 

Miller will attend an in-service workshop at 
Ohio State University in April, together with all 
instructors participating in the experiment, to 
familiarize himself with the operation of the 
study. 

/ 

IT WAS. A 

SLll,S.T/ 

r------------------------------------~ 
WE WELCOME YOUR ANSWERS 

Please complete this survey and drop it in the 
lnterCOM box in the College Center. 

What do you feel are problems concerning 
the snackbar and what do you feel should 

be done to improve them? 

lnterCOM will continue to question problems 
on campus and welcomes your views on problems 

you may have. · 

~-------------------------------------· 
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MINI-COURSES SCHEDULED 

Don't think of college in terms of semesters, 
says Joe Rubio, COM Associate Dean for Tech
nical-Vocational Programs who points out that a 
wide variety of "mini-courses" are available on 
an on-going basis throughout the year. 

"Our non-credit technical-vocational pro
gram offers an outstanding range of courses be
ginning in April and May," Rubio points out. 
"Some of these courses are single seminars, 
others are in session from four to 14 weeks." 

Some of the courses include: Automotive, 
Office Graphics, Real Estate Salesmanship, 
Nursing (Professional Nursing Review), Clear 
Technical Writing Seminar, How to Write Pro
posals, Managerial Skills for The New Manager, 
Osha: A Survey Course, and Andragogy For 
Trainers. 

The Division of Public Service Careers 
(formerly the Division of Law Enforcement) 
will offer one-week workshops on Basic Fire
arms Training and Commissioned Security. 

The following one-week courses are open 
only to persons employed or sponsored by a 
law enforcement agency: Sex Crimes Investi
gation, Liquor Law Enforcement, First Line 
Supervision, Police Budget School, and Selective 
Traffic Enforcement. 

In addition, Child Development Workshops, 
to train child care workers to meet annual state 
training requirements, will be offered. 

Registration for all of the above courses is 
now underway in the Non-Credit Registration 
Office, Administration Building, between the 
hours of 8 A.M. and 8 P.M., Monday through 
Thursday, 8 A.M. to 5 P.M., Friday. 

For further information, please call: 
938-1211, Ext. 264 

(in Dickinson and Clear Lake area, the number is 
337-1631.) 

"Four Elements: A Creative Approach to the Short Story", 
written by Anne Sherrill, COM English instructor, recently re
ceived a good review in the ENGLISH JOURNAL, a national 
publication. The review noted that the book encouraged such 
actiYjties as cre__ati1uu,:v.r.i.ti~,__ro_le:pJaying, __ smaJl-group _activities/ 
discussions, slide-tape presentations and photography. 

ECKERT AWARD 
Nominations for COM's H. K. "Griz" Eckert 

Award are now being accepted by the Citizens' 
Advisory Council, it was announced this week 
by Pat Padilla, Chairman of the Award Commit
tee. 

The annual awards, extablished in 197 4, will 
go to the student and COM faculty or staff 
member who best exemplify the college's motto, 
"Humanhood through Brotherhood." 

Students, faculty and staff members may 
nominate their choices for the awards in the 
form of an essay of 100 words or less in which 
they outline the reasons for the nomination. 
Deadline for entries is 5 P.M. on April 21. 
Forms may be obtained at the Information 
Desk, Administration Building, the Technical
Vocational Office, or in the library. Nomina
tions should be placed in ballot boxes at the 
above locations. 

The awards will be presented at commence
ment exercises May 16. The recipients will 
each receive an inscribed plaque. In addition, 
their names will be placed on a bronze plaque in 
the college Board Room. 

The criteria to be considered in determining 
the award recipients are: (1) involvement in 
activities that promote "Humanhood through 
Brotherhood," (2) active interest and activity 
in insuring that COM adheres to its ideals, (3) 
leadership in bringing varied groups together in 
mutual understanding, and ( 4) attributes of 
humanism, other-centeredness and open-mind
edness. 

The entries will be judged by a committee 
composed of the President of COMEA, the 
college employees' organization; three members 
of the Citizens' Advisory Council; two members 
of COMEA, and two representatives from 
COMSA, the college student association. 



COM RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
by Linda Kirkpatr ick 

The COM Recreation office is continuously 
designing programs and activities to help COM 
students and members of the community get or 
stay in shape and have fun in the process. 

In the past, they had a New · Games Work
shop on March 5 from 7-10 p.m. It was open to 
the public free of charge and gave the partici
pants a chance to try new games in which fun is 
stressed over competition. March 15 was Sports 
Day where COM students went to Lee College to 
compete in tennis, badmitton, volleyball, and 
table tennis. Students did not have to be en
rolled in a P. E. class to participate. A basketball 
tournament was held March 18, 19, and 20 in 
the COM gym. 

· The Recreation personnel are currently 
trying to organize a co-recreational (both sexes) 
inner-tube water polo league. Interested parties 
should sign up in the P. E. office. 

On Tuesdays and Thursdays exercise sessions 
are held in Room 112 at 12:00 - 12:30 free to 
everyone with or without a recreation tag. The 
swimming pool is open to all adult swimmers 
with a recreation tag Monday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday at 12 :30 - 2 :00 p.m. 

Tuesday and Thursday nights are league 
nights for basketball. The women's basketball 
league plays from 7 - 8 p.m. and the men's from 
8 - 10 p.m. It costs $3 per woman to be in the 
women's league. This includes a T-shirt with the 
team name on it. The men's league costs $50 per 
team. The teams are already formed, but visitors 
are welcome to come and watch. Those interest
ed in playing on a team can sign up for a sum
mer league in the P. E. office. 

Also on Tuesday and Thursday nights, the 
women's volleyball league plays from 7 - 8 p.m., 
8 - 9 p.m. is co-educational power volleyball, 
and 9 - 10 p.m. is co-educational recr,eation 
volleyball also known as jungle ball. A $10 per 
team entry fee is required for the women's 
volleyball league. 

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday are open 
recreation nights from 7 - 10 p.m. All partici
pants must have a recreation tag to be in any of 
these activities. 

On April 2, there was a disco dancing from 
7 - 9 p.m. in the gym. The P. E. Department en
couraged all students to attend. A frisbee tourna
ment will be held April 16. Those interested 
should sign up in advance in the P. E. office. 

The Recreation office would appreciate 
participation of as many students as possible. 
Otherwise, some events may be cancelled due to 
lack of interest. 

UH/CLC IS COMING 
b y Cheryl Henderson 

Students interested in obtaining information 
regarding transfer to UH/CLC should attend pre
registration to be held at COM by UH/CLC rep
resentatives on April 13 from 9 A.M. to 6 P.M. 

Representatives will be on hand to answer 
questions, as well as help students pre-register 
for summer and fall semesters. Those interested 
in obtaining an application or more information 
are urged to contact the Career Center on the 
second floor of the College Center. 

FIREWHEEL WINS AWARD 
b y Marian J. Stein 

Firewheel a COM student p Hcation, won 
first place in the Webb Historical Socie~y compe
tition. 
· The award was given during the annual Webb 

Historical Society Convention. A $50 check was 
included with the award. 

Alex Pratt, instructor with ·rewheel, com
mented : "Winning the award was a shot in the 
arm for students who worked developing the 
magazine. It also gives us an opportunity to 
receive state recognition which they duly 
deserve ." 

Starting with Firewheel, Vol. Three (which 
will be issued at the end of this semester), there 
will be a $1 charge for the magazine. Subscrip
tions can be purchased for $2, which takes in 
one year or two volumes. 

JACOBS SHOW 
Peter Jacobs, nationally-known artist cur

rently chairman of the Art Department at 
Colorado State University, will be the next 
featured artist in College of the Mainland's 
COMpass series. 

He will exhibit his work in the Fine Arts 
Gallery March 30 through April 15 and lecture 
on Friday, April 7 in Room 11 7 of the Fine Arts 
Building at 8 P.M. 

Jacobs has had more than 30 major one-man 
showings in 13 states, and his work is included 
in public and private collections. His themes are 
ecology, American Indian legends, and human 
vanity, many of which are presented in the guise 
of humor. 

Jacobs' deep interest in native American art 
and mythology is reflected in many of his 
pieces. He is fascinated by the visual and psycho
logical dynamics of working within a circle 
which he feels allows for natural flow of image
ry. 

Upon completion of his bachelor and 
master's degrees from the State University of 
New York at New Paltz, Jacobs taught at the 
institution for one year. He then moved to 
Nashville, Tennessee where he earned his doc
toral degree in Fine Arts, with a studio emphasis 
in sculpture and art metals from the George 
Peabody College. 

Shortly thereafter, he accepted the chair
manship of the Art Department at the Univer
sity of Wisconsin at Whitewater. During the en
suing five years, the art faculty grew from six 
to 30 persons, and a new building was con
structed to house the department's activities 
which gained national recognition. 

In the fall of 1970, Jacobs was lured to Flag
staff, Arizona 'by his deep love of nature and a 

life-long interest in American Indian culture. He 
assumed the chairmanship of the art department 
at North Arizona University and was instru
mental in starting several visual and performing 
arts programs on the Navajo reservation . . 

The four years in Arizona have had a great 
effect on the style of the artist's recent work. 
Trained as a sculptor and silversmith, Jacobs 
has turned almost entirel--y in the last six years to 
two-dimensional work. The exhibit at COM is 
composed of a series of drawings on a plastic 
laminate material which has been bonded to a 
styrofoam core. 

Admission to the slide lecture is $2 for 
adults and $1 for students. The exhibit is free 
and the gallery will be open Monday and 
Wednesday, 9 AM. to 6 P.M., Tuesday, Thurs
day and Friday, 9 A.M. to 3 P.M., Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday, 7 to 9 P.M. · 

ENGELKE cont'd from pg. 1 

the influential or politically powerful," Engelke 
~d. . 

"Swift, sure justice is a deterrent to crime 
as well as an aid to the early settlement of civil. 
disputes either by trial or agreement," he points 
out. "I sincerely believe that I possess the tem
perament and qualities, certainly the desire, to 
make a good judge," he said. 

Engelke describes his legal experience as 
being people-oriented, requiring extensive trial 
work on both the civil and criminal sides of the / 
dockets in district courts of Galveston County. , 
He presently practices in Dickinson. 

He is a member of the Texas Trial Lawyers 
Association, the State Bar of Texas, the Gal
veston County Bar Association, and the Main
land Bar Association, of which he is a former 
President. 
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TAYLOR PRO POSES COUNCIL 
by Melanie Mayeaux 

COM President Dr. Fred Taylor has proposed a college-wide council 
comprised of faculty and staff. 

The council, says Taylor, "would open up communication to all seg
ments of the COM. It would provide a way for faculty and staff to par
ticipate in decision-making processes at the college." 

Dr. Taylor proposed the council in his comments at the opening faculty 
orientation session of the Fall 197 8 semester. 

Outlining who participants might likely be on the council, Taylor said, 
"That will prove the toughest decision.The council is now at an embryon
ic stage. It will evolve and change. The composition of the membership 
will be a matter worked out by those represented." 

Dr. Taylor had a September 22 deadline for all comments and sugges
tions. This has been changed to an October 20 deadline. Sometime in 
November, Taylor hopes to come up with.a working model of the council, 
to be presented to staff and faculty for further changes. 

With additional feedback and final approval from these two groups, 
Taylor will prepare a final proposal for presentation to COM's Board of 
Trustees. 

Dr. Taylor sees this council as "a means for faculty and staff to be 
more actively involved in issues of concern to all others. I'm interested in 
each and every member of COM giving me opinions about the council. 
Once he plan is complete, IT as the oara of Trustees to approve it and 
make it a part of COM policy." 

Long bookstore lines reflect increase in enrollment. National Conference 
On Work and 
College Set 

Staff Photo by Melanie Mayeaux 

Dean Reveals Complete calendar on Page 7. 

Enrollment Increases 15% 
COM's fall enrollment showed a 

dramatic 15% increase over ·last year, 
with .2.625...students enrolled jn credit 
classes, reported Dr. Fern Ramirez, 
Dean of Student and College Services. 
Computer analysis of the enrollment 
figures show that females now account ' 
for 42%, according to Dr. Ramirez. 
The median age of all credit students 
remains at 24.5 years. 

"The so-called 'new clientele' of 
housewives going back to school and 
adult job holders seeking to expand 
career options account in some part 
for COM's enrollment growth," she 
explained. 

"Students are also enrolling for 
more courses than last year. Student 
contact hour totals show an increase 
of around 17%," she said. "The ethnic 
and racial mixture of our students fol
lows the general make-up of the com
munity, with 73% of the students 
Caucasian, 17% black, 7% Hispanic, 
2% foreign, and 2% other (Asian and 
American Indian)." 

Veteran enrollments also increased, 
with 100 new students coming into 
veterans' programs, according to Wal
lace Dommert, admissions counselor 
and coordinator of veterans' programs. 

Another factor in enrollment in
crease is the growing tendency of 
many high school graduates to take 
the first two years of academic work 
at COM, then transfer to the new 

campus oLUH/CLC for a baccalau
reate deg~~.e. 

"With' tifowing inflation, many peo
ple are d~}jding to complete their ed
cation lo~lly at a fraction of the 
cost theY, ''.would have to pay at an 
institutiojia.way from home,"Ramirez 
noted. : , 

InterCOM is now being 
mailed to students. 

COMSA President Sets Goals 
by Melanie Mayeaux and Kathy Brooks 

Though hampered by an incomplete staff, COM Student Association 
(COMSA) President Kurt Koopman has some definite goals for the com
ing year. 

"The main thing I want to see changed," says Koopman, "is the image 
COMSA has as a social organization. Though we certainly will help in any 
way to organize social activities, we are mainly a liaison between the 
students and faculty. 

"In order to be effective in this capacity, we must have student input," 
he points 9'ut. "I see the campus as one big circle-students, faculty, and 

• administration. Only through open communication can each part operate 
for the betterment of all." 

Koopmart believes COMSA's role has diminished through the years, and 
he hopes this will change. This year, for the first time, the COMSA presi
dent will serve as a student advisor to the Board of Trustees. 

"It is a great chance for students to be represented," Koopman says. 
"We now have a voice. 

"I would also like to see us help the learning environment by sponsor
ing speakers, films, and lectures," he said. 

Koopman felt sufficiently qualified to try for the COMSA presidency 
"because I have always been concerned with contributing as a member of 

(See COMSA, page 2) 

A national conference on "Com
munity Colleges and the Future of 
Work" will be held at COM October 
19 in cooperation with the American 
Association of Community and Junior 
Colleges, according to President Fred 
A. Taylor. 

"National, state, and local represen
tatives of industry, government, orga
nized labor, and community colleges 
will explore the changing nature of 
work," Dr. Taylor said. 

Topics to be discussed include 
"Flexible Work Lives and Education," 
"Education and Work in the Future," 
and "Predicting Future Jobs to Match
Up College Training." Projects offered 
will deal with the industry-occupation 
matrix, alternative futures in occupa
tional education, tomorrow's careers, 
Delphi, creative uses of advisory com
mittees, and graduate followup. 

National coordinator for the con
ference is William Abbott, author of 
''Work in the Year 1001." Local coor
dinator is Joe Rubio, Associate Dean 
for Technical/Vocational Education at 
COM. 

The aspect, Abbott says, is . that 
tomorrow's typical worker could pur
sue from five to seven careers during a 
lifetime. 

"The future of work is inextricably 
linked to community colleges, which 
are likely to provide the bulk of train

(See Conference, page 2) 
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Taylor Proposes Council 
(con't. from page 1) 

my community. In a sense, COM is my community now. I spend about 
three-fourths of my time here. As a previous member of the COM Citizens' 
Advisory Council, I became involved at COM even before I was a student," 
he says. 

"Being both a full-time student and a COM employee, I am on-campus 
a lot of time, and was last year. I think I'm aware of both the plusses and 
minuses at COM," he says. 

Koopman outlined his major goals as president, saying, "In seeking this 
office of COMSA president, I didn't make any rash claims of being a 
miracle worker. I didn't take office with a lot of ready-made plans of my 
own. But I am willing to listen, and I'm open to suggestions from all stu
dents. I plan to work through proper channels to give students a chance to 
express wishes, desires, and opinions concerning COM." he said. 

He's also open to suggestions from the administration and plans to 
"feed these comments back to the student body." 

As president, Koopman is in charge of presiding over COMSA meetings 
and being liaison between staff and students. 

"I want more open channels of communication on this campus," the 
president says. "All students are invited to COMSA meetings. We are 
merely the officers. It's the students who constitute the membership of 
COMSA. I don't know all the answers, but I'm willing to try to find them. 
We can only do this with the students' help." 

A definite schedule of meetings will be posted pending election of the 
three remaining officers. The COMSA office is located on the second floor 
of the College Center (Ext. 408). 

Student ID Refund 
Deadline Extended To Nov. 1 

by Betty Nolley 

Deadline for collecting a refund of 
the student identification card fee has 
been extended to Nov. 1, according to 
Roland Smith of the Business Office. 

Students who are registered and 
who paid the fee may collect a $2 
refund at the Fee Payment window of 
the Business Office in the Administra
tion Building during office hours, 8 
AM -· 7 PM. COM paid-fee receipts are 
not required. 

Cash refunds were previously sched
uled to be paid through September 15. 
However, when only 24.6 percent of 
the 999 students eligible for refunds 
collected them, an extension was 
granted. 

"We definitely want to get the $2 
back to everyonl: who is due a re
fund," said Smith. 

The COM administration discon
tinued issuance of identification cards 
August 1 because no one used them, 
according to Dr. Robert Johnston, 
Director of Admissions. Only students 
who pre-registered in the spring, or reg
istered in June or July, were charged 
the I.D. card fee. 

A memo was sent to all instructors 
from the Office of Admissions on the 
frrst day of classes, requesting students 
collect I.D. fee refunds September 11 

through September 14. This schedule 
was later extended to September 12 
at 3 PM. 

"Credit refunds of other fees have 
been mailed out by the cashier's office 
and should have already been re
ceived," said Donna Hunter, a cashier. 
Students expecting refunds who have 
not gotten them should go by the Fee 
Payment window. 

COMSA VPs 

Settle Into Jobs 

by Kathy Brooks 
New COMSA vice-president of stu

dent college service is Darlene Ellis, 
who provides information about clubs 
and other college activities. If a student 
has a problem with class documents, 
Ellis will discuss it with proper faculty 
or administrative personnel. 

Active in COM Singers, Ellis also 
works in the Personnel Office as stu
dent assistant to Barbara Stanford, 
Secretary to Director of Personnel 
Janice Floyd. She welcomes all stu
dents to attend COMSA meetings. National 

Conference 
( con 't. from page 1) Grant Aids Future Arts Expansion 

Benson Sharp, new vice-president 
of administrative services, sees his 
duties as more pertinent to students 
than the administration. 

ing_fgr e..mergmg occu ations " Abbott 
adds. 

"Community colleges are best 
equipped to guide the fast changes in 
work into positive channels in large 
part because of their non-traditional, 
innovative philosophy. The student of 
tomorrow must have the flexibility to 
shift occupations," he believes. 

National speakers on the agenda in
clude Abbott, Dr. Fred Best, National 
Commission for Manpower Policy and 
author of "The Future of Work;" Dr. 
Andrew Korirn, President of the Coun
cil on Occupational Education and 
Provost of Community Colleges in 
West Virginia; Dr. Raymond Harry, 
Washington State Board for Commun
ity Colleges. 

Also appearing on the program will 
be Harry L. Hubbard, President of the 
Texas AFL.CIO; Dr. Donald F. 
Mortvedt, Dean of Instruction, COM; 
Dr. James Reed, Director, Supply/ 
Demand Services, Tarrant County Ju
nior College District; and Toni Hall, 
Chief Consultant, Vocational Planning 
and Evaluation, Texas Education 
Agency. 

Registration fee for delegates from 
outside the COM district is $20 ($10 
for in-district delegates). The fee in
cludes lunch, supper, and materials. 
Further information on the confer
ence may be obtained from Associate 
Dean Rubio at 938-1211, Ext. 280 or 
281. 

The conference precedes by one 
day the World Future Society Confer
ence on "Educational Futures" at the 
University of Houston Clear Lake. 

DON'T MISS-
College of the Mainland Theatre's 

The Oldest Living Graduate• 
November 2-5 and 9-11 

A move to expand and upgrade art, 
music and theatre ro ams at COM is 
now underway with support o a 
three-year, $150,000 federal grant 
from the Office of Education. 

The grant will allow COM to add 
new faculty members to the art and 
music staffs, provide new courses in 
brass and woodwind instruments, ex
pand speech/theatre offerings (in 
close cooperation with Mainland Com
munity Theatre),develop special sum
mer activities, such as clinics, work
shops and seminars. 

Current activities such as the Lab 
Band and COMpass Artists Subscrip
tion Series will be continued and ex
panded. 

"Our entire Fine Arts faculty will 
be working with persons in the com
munity, especially high school art fac
ulties, to insure that our program 
development meets the needs of our 
College district," explained Larry 
Stanley, Chairman of Division of Arts 
and Humanities. 

· Stanley added that in the music 
area, emphasis will be placed on 
courses for non-music maiors. 

"We are tentatively planning a 
course for amateur songwriters, as 
well as a course qn the history of 
popular music," he noted. "We will al
so develop other ensembles, such as 
brass and woodwind quintets." 

Stanley emphasized -that one of the 
thrusts of the music program will be 
on performances in the community. 

The grant will finance develop
ment of more sophisticated speech 
and theatre courses as well as forensic
type activities, such as debates, readers' 
theatre, and extemporaneous speech 
activities. 

"The credit speech/theatre program 
will be developed in close cooperation 

with our Mainland Community Thea
tre, which is rapidly achieving a repu
tation or outstan mg t ea re m s 
area," Stanley commented. "We have 
already scheduled a student-produced 
offering, 'You're A Good Man, 
Charlie Brown,' as part of the Com
munity Theatre season." 

He hopes to make COM's adminis
trators more responsible to the student 
bod . Sharp also encourages students --- .,---.. 
to let him know what special events 
they might like to see. 

A Phi Beta Kappa, Sharp ran for his 
office because "he likes and enJoys 
meeting people." 

STudENT EdiToRiAl CONTEST 
SPONSORED BY 
THE FEDERAL UNION YOUTH PROGRAM 

TOPIC: 
A Federal Union: A New Architecture for a 
Community of the Free 

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES: 
December 31, 1978 

FOR INFORMATION: 
Send a Postcard to -
1978 Student Editorial Contest 
Patricia Chapman, Executive Director 
Federal Union, Inc. 
1875 Connecticut Avenue N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20009 

• GRAND PRIZE ~ 
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Faculty Association 

Formed on Campus 

by Melanie Mayeaux 

Over half of COM's full-time faculty 
indicated interest in forming a "facul
ty society," according to Dr. John 
Hubisz, of the physics department, 
an organizer of the group. 

Currently named Faculty Associa
tion of COM (FACOM), the group's 
goals intend to promote the status of 
faculty; to identify and promote pro
fessional teaching practices and ethical 
behavior; and to improve communi
cation between the faculty and the 
administration. 

ganization. A committee prepared an 
official charter, by-laws, and regula
tions, a task expected to be finished 
October S. After processing papers 
through regular COM channels, FA
COM should be chartered by Decem
ber 1978. 

"The four purposes for formation 
of F ACOM are designed mainly to 
improve the faculty and that's the 
way the group is going to stay," 
Hubisz said. "We are not looking 
for any conflicts. We mean to im
prove the faculty's intellectual goals, 
our relationships with students, and 

· our communication with the admin
istration." Deanie Schneider (1) watches Wayne Webb (c) and Steve Edrozo (r) give "Rescusi Annie" Red 

Cross CPR training. 

Also emphasized is the need "to 
establish means by which the faculty, 
as a group, will be able to adequately 
and constructively be heard on any 
and all COM issues which affect the 
teaching-learning process," said Hubisz. 

As one of the main organizers of 
FACOM, Hubisz said, "We felt there 
was a need for such an organization 
because COM's Employee Association 
(COMEA) is much too broad-based to 
represent the teaching faculty as a 
unit." 

First Aid Station Moves to Gymnasium 

F ACOM membership, 28 members 
out of an eligible 50, is divided into 
two categories--member and associate. 
A member is defined as any COM 
employee who teaches fullti.me and 
has no contractual administrative re
sponsibilities. 

Only FA M members may vote 
and hold office. 

An associate is any COM employee 
who works with students, has an 
annual contract, and does not super
vise .members or associates. 

"The reason for these strict defini
tions of membership," said Hubisz, 
"is to make certain there are no con
flicts of interest. Many part-time 
teachers have other interests besides 
COM." 

F ACOM is not yet an official or-

by Betty Nolley 
COM's First Aid Station has been 

moved to the gymnasium from its pre
vious location in the Student Center. 

Several employees in the gym re
ception area have already undergone 
training in cardio-pulmonary resusci
tation (CPR) by the Red Cross, says 
Manuel Perez of Health Education, 
who is in charge of the program. The 
remainder are now enrolled in a CPR 
course by the American Heart Associ
ation. 

The CPR technique keeps blood 
circulating by cardiac compression and 
supplies oxygen by artificial ventila
tion. A person suffering cardiac arrest 
can be kept alive by CPR until he is 
transported to a hospital . 

"The First Aid Station is expected 
to be operational by Oct. l ," sald 
Perez. At least two student attendants 
will be on duty from 8 AM - 10 PM on 
weekdays. Saturday and Sunday the 

station will be open from 1 - 4 PM. 

Perez, a former medic with the 
U.S. Army, is now enrolled in a course 
to qualify as an· Emergency Care At
tendant. He also intends to obtain 
certification as an Emergency Medical 
Technician. 

Currently, the First Aid Station is 
equipped with a stretcher, a rolling 
cot, bandages, blanket, air splints and 
other supplies from the old First Afcf 
Station. 

"We are trying to increase our capa
bilities and expand our scope as much 
as we can," he said. "At present, we 
can only handle emergency situations, 
such as severe bleeding, cardiac arrest 
requiring CPR, emergency splinting, 
and protecting the wound. If an acci
dent on the campus is reported, I will 
check it out and give assistance." 

The ABC Ambulance Company 
serves COM, according to Perez. Their 

response time was very short on the 
one call they made to the campus so 
far, he said. 

A trainer from Dickinson High 
School will train people on the athletic 
staff later in the year to treat athletic 
injuries. 

Comedy Workshop 
Appears 

Comedy Workshop, Houston's new
est professional theatre, came to 
COM's Arena Theatre September 26 
and October 3. 

Paul and Sharon Menzel, founders 
of the Houston group, conducted 
workshops in the tradition of Chica
go's "Second City" and San Fran
cisco's "The Committee." 

Before coming to COM, the Men
zels stated, "We won't be on stage, 
the participants will." During the 
workshop, the participants improvised 
comedy and satire material. 

10,000 Meter Run Draws· Crowd 
by Betty Nolley 

A 10,000 meter run for women, 
sponsored by the Recreation Depart
ment of COM. was held October 7, be
ginning at 9 AM . 

Contestants started at Weingarten's 

parlang lot in Dickinson, F .M. 517 and 
145, and finished at the COM campus. 
A 5,000 meter run was available as 
an alternate . 

Runners from as far away as Bryan 
were entered in the race, which was 

Women runners set the pace in COM's October Run Fest. Staff Photo by 1!f elanie Mayeaux 

the third of its kind 'to be held in 
Texas. 

Women competed in five age divi
sions: 14 and under, 15-19, 20-29, 
30-39, and over 40. All runners who 
finished a race received special T-shirts. 
The top ten in each category were 
awarded certificates. Registration fee 

was $3.00. Contestants ages ranged 
from 8 years to 66. 

"I believe this says a iot for women 
athletes," says Manuel Perez of 
HPE&R, · "I am very proud of the 
women as a group. This is the first 
time I have been involved with a race 
where all contestants finished and 
none required medical attention. I 
hope next year will be even bigger and 
better." 

Mary Ann McBayer, coordinator of 
the Bonnie Bell race in Houston hst 
April, was helpful in setting up the 
run, Perez went on to say. 

Ruth Leimer, 66, of Galveston finishes the 
S,000 meter run. 

Staff Photo by Melanie Mayeaux 
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Snack Bar Renovation Needed 
hy Dee Grabow 

Due to an increased enrollment this fall, the COM Student Center snack 
bar facilities are more crowded than ever. Renovation and general improve

. ment of campus food service facilities should be considered . 
Expense is one of two important factors involved in deciding whether 

or not to increase and improve the snack bar facilities, according to 
Edward Brown, Dean of Actmm1strative Services. '!he other is provea neect 
for expansion. 

David Rae, Director of Auxiliary Services, has said, "There must be 
sufficient proof that students would benefit from spending more COM 
-money to improve present facilities." Originally, the SC eating area was 
intencierl to orovide students with a light snack, Brown said. COM's 
student body has a preponderance of part-time students, and the SC food 
service was an alternative to nearby fast-food restaurants. But the snack 
bar was originally planned to accomodate a maximum of 2,000 students, 
says Rae, and enrollment has now exceeded that limit. 

Student comfort and supportive community relations are fundamental 
goals of COM. But to make any kind of change in the COM food service, 
student input is needed. 

A number of alterations could improve the snack bar-re-evaluation of 
the menu to include lower-carbohydrate foods, a portable salad bar, or use 
of a classroom adjacent to the present eating area during peak hours. To 
help administrators come to a decision about the necessity and direction 
of .food ,service-expansion, please drop your opinions into the InterCOM 
suggestion box in the student center. 

COM Lacks Child Care Facilities 
by Beverly Stepllens 

Presently our community has four junior colleges and one graduate 
school. 

Each of these five schools implies it is the best ih every possible field of 
education 1 offering more to students than any of the other schools. But 
some students at one of these schools disagree. 

'GREASE' made a great movie, but I'd really rather have a salad! 

Career Center Aids Job Seekers 
by Lisa E. Barnes 

Many Americans have heard all their lives "A college education is a 
must." Decisions are made with this expectation in mind-to go to college, 
get an education, and be better prepared to get a good job. But once this 
is achieved, what do they do next? Many other people think a degree goes 
hand-in-hand with being job-marketable. 

San J-a-cinto J t."ftier-'-Bollege-, •¼ i.rmuohA 

munity College, and UH/CLC all have a nursery for students' children, but 
COM doesn't. 

- -.J..a-OIUSJiUMi~~~Q,Ul!t-@;~~~81}1~~,et--Hil,ee,r~Htt:l-Ol:'lt?Critical point 
concerning the job market : The best qualified jobs do not necessarily go 

Some 84 percent of COM students surveyed feel that a school which 
"dedicates itself to meeting post-secondary needs , of all segments of the 
community" (COM 1978-79 Catalog, Page 3) should have a nursery. 

Many COM students have responsibilities to families. Some students 
feel that if COM offered a nursery, parents would take children there 
rather than to class. One student said her bowling league had a nursery, so 
COM should. 

Only six percent were against having a nursery. They felt fees would be 
increased to provide for "som"' ;)ne else's children." Amazingly, 10 percent 
of students interviewed thought a nursery would be a good idea if COM 
tuition costs were not raised. 

However, InterCOM found that three of the other schools' nurseries 
were manned from their own childhood development classes. Galveston 
Community College nursery is manned by COM students. Some COM stu
dents come here for all other classes, but attend other nearby schools for 
their childhood development class (required for national childhood facili
ties certification). 

COM's lack of both a nursery and necessary facilities to certify child
care development students raises serious doubts about the college's ability 
to meet post-secondary needs of students in this field of study. 

Maintenance Handles Varied Duties 
by Karen Hoffman 

Many students have expressed curiosity about what employees of COM's 
Maintenance Department do besides dust, sweep, mop and cut grass. A re
cent interview with department head Joe Faulk provided an insiae look at 
the functions of the department. 

Fifty-two people employed by Maintenance take care of buildings, 
rooms, grounds, college-owned transportation, shipping, receiving, ,\nd any 
other functions providing comfort for faculty, staff and students. The de
partment is also trying to improve side-walk drainage problems to reduce 
standing water after rains. 

Another department goal is keeping room temperatures comfortable, 
which is rather difficult at times because the main air-conditioning system, 
located behind Tech-Voe, controls smaller systems within each building. 
Every room does not have a thermostat; thermostats are located only in 
certain zones in each building, which control a certain number of rooms. 

If students tell Mamtenance about problems, they will try to correct 
them. Maintenance personnel are willing to help make life on campus as 
comfortable as possible . 

to the best qualified people. Jobs go to the best qualified applicants who 
know how to get hired. The least enjoyable, but most important, part of 
getting a job is the job search itself. 

How do graduates get jobs? A comprehensive Department of Labor Sur
vey suggests applicants secure employment in the following manner: one 
percent used private employment agencies, three percent used public em
ployment agencies, five percent used want ads successfully, and six 
percent used school placement services. 

But what about the other 85 percent? Some 24 percent found jobs by 
going to employers and asking for a job. Another 48 percent found jobs 
through friends or relatives; 13 percent used a combination of"these two 
techniques. The statistics show that this 72 percent found work through 
their own efforts. 

Informational interviewing is a technique by which individuals find in
formation necessary to acquire the job they want. Informational 
interviewing provides a low-risk, high-opportunity method. Job hunting 
creates anxiety for the individual because of the incidence of rejection. 

Job hunting is an art which can be learned. Information about job 
searching and other career decisions may be obtained from Career Deci~ 
sions Center. Staff are available to assist anyone concerning career choices 
and direction. 
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COM Security Policy Outlined 
by Karen Hoffman 

First tickets received for parking violations on the COM campus are 
only warnings, as stated in the college handbook. 

Payment of tickets should be made at the fee payment window in the 
Administration Building. The money goes into the general college fund. 
Failure to pay any ticket after the first one could result in a trip to the 
Texas City Justice of the Peace Court because in Texas, police departments 
have jurisdiction over public parking lots, according to state law. 

The COM administration backs up college Security Department in this 
policy. COM Security guards have authority by department head Joe 
Rotramel to give tickets for parking violations on campus. 

Anyone parking in a loading zone, fire zone or handicapped parking 
will be given a ticket. Handicapped people have parking permits. 
Designated parking areas are used only by physically handicapped and 
those with a parking permit. 

COM has two police officers (brown uniforms) and four security guards 
(blue uniforms). All six are certified by the State of Texas. Their main 
function is to provide physical security for the COM campus. Security 
guards are on duty seven days a week, 24 hours a day. Students needing 
assistance between 8 a.m. - IO p.m. should call the switchboard operator 
(dial 0), who will contact Security immediately. 

Joe Rotramel says, "Because of department policy, Security will not 
help anyone with flat tires or car problems, but will aid anyone stranded." 

LETTER TO THE 
EDITOR 

Dear Editor: 
Many of the faculty and staff mem

bers at COM do not receive the credit 
due them. We feel that Richard Poth is 
one of these people. 

Richar~ is a very good and very 
professional counselor. Some students 
may disagree with Richard's methods, 
but we bet they do admit that he has 
helped- them.Sometimes he even goes 

..bey_cmd call of duty. . 
He cares' enough about people to be 

truly concerned about the paths they 
choose to follow in life. Also he cares 
enough about his students to tell them 
the truth and then help them accept 
the truth. We think he's a really "nice" 
guy. 
- Two of Richard's Former Students 

COMSA and Phi Theta Kappa 
~ dance at COM College Cente'r, 

October 28. All welcome. For 
further details and information, 
please call Ext. 214. 

2nd ANNUAL 
Halloween House of Horrors 
October 28, 7:00 pm, Gym 
$1.00 Admission Fee 
Costume Contest for all ages. 

In addition to an ever-increasing number of 
students, College of the Mainland can also 
boast of an abundance of ducks making 
their permanent home in Lake Eckert. 

Remember: COM library is now 
open until 10 PM Wednesdays and 
Thursdays . 

SOCCER 
Learn to play soccer! All interested individuals are 

welcome. Practices are on Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday for your convenience. 

Time: 6:00 p.m. 
Place: 39th and Avenue U (near Gaido 's), Galveston 
Info: Contact COM HPR&R at 938-1211, ext. 466 

We are members of the Houston Women's Soccer 
Association, and will start league play in October. We 
tied a division I team in a recent scrimmage in Houston. 
Please come and practice if you want to play and be a 
member of our Super Team. 

. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. ,. .. . . 

Progralll Changes Lives 
By P. C. Ingraham 

When he was 16, he was in a car ac
cident which left him paralyzed. He is 
now 32, and requires fulltime nursing 
care in a center. 

She is 29 and has four children 
under the age of 10. She and her hus
band moved here from the East Coast, 
hoping to improve their chances at em
ployment. 

He is 18 and trying to get in the 
service. 

She is 19 and has a one-year-old 
son. She just discovered she's pregnant, 
but her husband has been sent to pris
on on a marijuana conviction. 

What do all these people have in 
common? 

They have benefitted from COM's 
General Educational Development 
(GED) program, which offers a high 
school equivalency diploma. This pro
gram was designed to assist those who 
have dropped out of school. COM 
offers GED classes through the Adult 
Basic Education Department. During 
1977, more than 1200 enrolled. 

In the past 11 years, some 2,000 
people have obtained a GED through 
COM's program. New credentials have 
enabled them to go on to better em
ployment, higher education, and a 
greater sense of self-esteem. COM's 

GCCFA Elects 
Board Members 

Three new board members were 
elected in Gulf Coast Council on 
Foreign Affairs annual Board Elections. 

Newly elected to the twenty-two 
member board were Mike (Kewpie) 
Gaido, Galveston; Marquerite Clag

horn, Clear Lake City, and Richard 
Carroll, Galveston. Reelected for addi
tional three-year terms were Janet 
Ward, La Marque; Pitman Buck, Jr., 
Texas City; Lenore Bradner, Galveston 
and John Clyburn, Galveston. 

Chosen as corporate officers for 
one year were John Clyburn, Chair
man; Admiral John Smith, First Vice 
President; Carmen Anderson, Second 
Vice President; Harry Levy, Jr., Trea
surer; Doris Branch, Secretary. 

Robert Handy, a founder and first 
Board chairman, resigned from the 
Board of Directors and subsequently 
accepted a position as the Council's 
Executive Director. 

The Council grew from a first-year 
membership total of 92 to a mid
second year high of 291. Established· 
similar councils in much larger cities 
average around 500 members. 

GED program, the only free one in the 
area, is part of an adult education co
operative which serves all of Texas 
City, La Marque, Hitchcock, Dickin
son, Santa Fe, League City, Kemah, 
Bacliff, and Friendswood. 

Classes are scheduled at both COM 
and off-campus sites, and may be en
rolled in anytime during the semester. 
The books and all testing are free for 
anyone living within the COM district. 
Those interested can call the Adult 
Basic Education Office at Ext. 294. 

THEATRE REVIEW: 

The Tingalary Bird 

Review: by Beverly Stephens 
COM'sCommunityTheatrelaunched 

its new Children's Theatre with the 
production of Mary Nelwood's "The 
Tingalary Bird," presented September 
23, 24, 30, and October 1, at 2:30 
PM. 

"The Tingalary Bird" is about a 
stingy old lady who "saves every
thing for .a rainy day." A magic 
Tingalary Bird, her husband, and a 
sailor were other characters in this 
fantasy-with-a-moral. 

The moral is "what we may think 
of as truth and beauty may not be 
what we really see and hear." This 
was brought home by the husband's 
kindness to the bird. The most be;:,.u
tiful part of the play was the hus
band's love and acceptance of the 
bird for what it was--a creature created 
by God. 

Former COM student Cliff Mabry, 
presently a theatre major at l9H/CLC, 
directed the show. Mabry also played 
the sailor, who narrates the story. 

Florence Little, last seen in COM's 
"Second Floor Front," was very con
vincing as the mean old woman, at 
times terrifying audience members. 
As the old ·man, Adam Lerma, a UH/ 
CLC graduate theatre major, seemed 
to keep the show moving smoothly. 
His old man had a very sensitive 
nature which captivated the audience. 

The Tingalary Bird was protrayed 
by Linda Hall, a teacher at Levi Fry 
Middle School in Texas City. Hall's 
gestures as the bird were excellent. 
The few lines she spoke were unin
telligible, however. 

The lighting and special effects 
were exceptional. If anything, they 
may have been too realistic. Many 
audience members were tearful due 
to the play's very real storm effects. 

As an introduction to the world of 
children's theatre, the production was 
a step in the right direction. 

CATALOG of COLLEGIATE RESEARCH 
Over 10,000 listings! All subjects. 
Send N()W for this FREE catalog. 

(offer expires Dec. 31, 1978) 

Send to: COLLEGIATE RESEARCH 
P.O. Box 84396, Los Angeles, CA. 90073 
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Welcome to COM 
Motorcycle 

Seven Added to Full-time Faculty Safety 

Again 

Course 

Offered 
Seven new full-time instructors have 

joined the COM faculty this semester
Tom Arvidson, Kit van Cleave, Dr. 
Warcen Dodson, Janice Smith, Roger 
Stallings, William Tapp, and Paul 
Williamson. 

Tom Arvidson has joined the ex
panding music department at COM as 
a full-time instructor. Once a part-time 
faculty member, Arvidson teaches 
music theory as well as directing 
COM's fledgling stage band and im
provisation ensemble. 

"COM has some talented students 
with a real love for music," Arvidson 
declared. "In addition, music depart
ment equipment is outstanding. 

"I believe a music major who goes 
through two years at COM and then 
transfers to a senior institution, could 
be ahead of a music major who began 
at that senior institution as a fresh
man," he added. 

Arvidson received his B.M. and 
M.M. degrees in Music from the Uni
versity of Houston, and his Ph.D. in 
Composition from Michigan State. 

A professional musician who be
longs to the American Federation of 
Musicians, he is also a composer, 
presently writing original compositions 
for the lab band. At UH, Arvidson 
wrote background music for a pro
duction of Shakespear's THE TEM
PEST, plus several brass pieces, SIN
FONIETT A for wind ensemble , and 

numerous small works. At Michigan 
State,he wrote a complete opera based 

on a Japanese Noh play, and a song 
cycle, INDIAN SUMMER, with poems 
by Emily Dickinson. 

He feels living in the 20th century 
is the best of all times for musicians 
because there is no mainstream of 
musical output. 

"Composers of this era have done 
'their own thing.' As a result, there's 
a constant influx of different musical 
experiences," he explained. "This can 
be an exciting period for a musician, 
ifhe takes advantage of it." 

Kit van Cleave, COM's newly-ap
pointed English/Journalism instructor, 
is author of a Gothic novel, to be pub
lished this fall or next spring by 
Warner Paperbacks. Her book of poe
try, "Day of Love," published by Tri
ton Press in 1977, has been chosen by 
American composer Thomas Pasatieri 
for two song cycles, the first to be pre
miered February 25 at New York's 
Lincoln Center and sung by the dis
tinguished American mezzo-soprano 
Frederica von Stade. Her second poe
try book, "Amourette," will be pub
lished by the end of 1978. 

Van Cleave has written free-lance 
articles for such magazines as Ms .. 
Ebonv. ForPrast. OrJem News, Opera 

Journal, and many others. 
She is a monthly columnist for Hous
ton Home & Gardens, Houston CTty, 
Scene Magazine, and Leisure Magazine. 

She writes on a widely-diverse num
ber of subjects, including petroleum 
petrochemicals, opera, theatre , music, 
film, finance, ballet, economics, poli
tics, and art. 

Van Cleave entered the inner opera 
circle two years ago when she inter-

viewed five women opera singers for 
Ms. She currently is writing a novel 
based on Houston Grand Opera. 

She looks forward to teaching on a 
full-time basis at COM after three years 
of part-time instruction in English and 
journalism. 

"I'm interested in teaching not only 
reporting and writing skills, but also 
how to market one's writing, what the 
job market is like , plus what it's really 
like in the working world of publish
ing. Because COM teaches the pragma
tic approach, not just the theoretical, 
all journalism students were able to 
publish last year in newspapers and 
magazines outside the college," she 
adds . 

Van Cleave earned her B.A. injour
nalism from North Texas State Univer
sity and her M.A. in English from the 
University of Houston (working her 
way through with free-lance writing 
assignments). 

Dr. Warren Dodson, COM's newly
appointed Director of Counseling and 
Human Development, obtained his M. 
S. in guidance, counseling and educa
tional psychology from the University 
of Southern Illinois at Carbondale, and 
a Doctorate in Counselor Education 
from the University of Arkansas at 
Fayetteville. Named one of America's 
outstanding men for 1978 by U.S. 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, his 
graaua e rk was suppor e y a 
fellowship from the National Teacher 
Corps. 

Dr. Dodson is anxious to begin the 
planning of counseling and special 
support services,_ which he feeis are 

necessary to COM as an open-door 
institution. 

'Tm impressed with the facilities 
resources available for educational pro
grams, and the level of commitment to 
students exhibited by faculty and 
staff," he noted. 

The American family is still strOlll!: 
and healthy, but changing, according 
to Janice Smith, COM's newly
appointed Child Development Program 
Coordinator. 

Smith' s responsibility is creating a 
training program for day-care person
nel working in centers throughout the 
district. 

"The fact that 50 percent of 
mothers with children under 18 are 
now working gives indication of the 
growth in this human-services field," 
Smith reported. 

DO YOU 
· REMEMBER WHEN? 

"This program was created in re
sponse to a growing need for qualified 
day-care workers as our economy 
moves toward more working mothers," 
she adds. 

Smith, formerly a member of the 
U.S. Olympic team in speed skating, 
earned her M.S. in early childhood ed
ucation from the University of 
Rochester. She trained workers in 
Headstart program for six years, held 
leadership positions with Girl Scouts, 
community fund-raising projects, and 
programs involving assistance to handi
capped students. 

William Tapp, new COM business 
instructor, especially appreciates the 
"we care about students" attitude 
which pervades the campus and 
faculty. 

COM's approach, according to 
Tapp, is strong student advisement. 
"Faculty here is concerned how stu
dents use training, whether they are 
on the right path to achieve goals ," he 
said. 

Paul Williamson, COM's new 
biology instructor, doesn't confine his 
interest to the sciences, but loves thea
tre , music, sports and literature. 

COM will again offer the Motor
cycle Safety Training Course beginning 
October 19 through October 23 ac
coramg to Rick Poth, coordinator or 
the Traffic Safety Division. 

The course is open to anyone 12 
years of age or over. Those under 15, 
however, must have parental consent. 
Students enrolling for the course must 
be able to ride a bicycle and be able to 
reach the ground and all controls of 
the motorcycle comfortably. New 
motorcycles and helmets used for 
training will be furnished. Students 
will provide other protective clothing 
and boots. 

Tuition for the course is $15 and° 
covers all books and materials. For 
more information and registration 
materials, contact Traffic Safety Coor
dinating Program 938-1211 , Ext. 258. 

Williamson taught for six years in 
La Marque School System (where he 
was named Educator of the Year in 
1974) , before graduate work at the 
University of Wyoming. He was also 
recognmm WI e Am:::-o~co~,-::w~a~r~~o~r -~---liiil•~~ 
Teaching Excellence through the Uni
versity of Wyoming in 1978. He is a 
Phi Kappa Phi and member of Beta 
Beta Beta, national honorary society 
in the field of biology. 

One of Williamson's major interests 
has been to work with Educational 
Testing Service in Princeton, New Jer
sey, to develop nationwide tests mea
suring subject mastery. He meets each 
summer with teachers and instructors 
from all over the U.S. to compare 
notes about what knowledges and 
competencies are being stressed. 
See next lnterCOM for story on Roger 
Stallings. 

Dr. Alan Ginsberg, COM Social Science pro
fessor, conducts the weekly seminar on the 
1978 gubernatorial and congressional elec
tions. Seminars will be held each Wednesday 
at 11 AM through Nov. 15 at COM. For 
further information, contact Dr. Ginsberg at 
938-1211, ext. 216. 

Staff Photo by Melanie Mayeaux 

American Collegiate Poets Anthology 

International Publications is sponsoring a 

National College Poetry Contest 
Fall Concours 1978 -

Open to all college and university students desiring to have their poetry 
anthologized. CASH PRIZES will go to the top five poems : 

$100.00 First Place 
50.00 Second Place 
25. 00 Third Place 
I 0. 00 Fourth & Fifth Place 

AW ARDS of free printing for ALL accepted manuscripts in our popular, 
handsomely bound and copyrigh ed anthology, AMERICAN COLLEGIATE 
POETS. 

DEADLINE: OCTOBER 31 

All entries must be postmarked not later than the above deadline and the 
registration fee, $1 .00 for the first entry and $ .50 for each additional entry , 
paid by cash, check, or money order to: INTERNATIONAL PUBLICATIONS, 
4747 Fountain Avenue, Los Angeles, California 90029. 
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Sign-up Deadline 

WEDNESDAY 

MONA MARSHALL 1 
Silk Screen & Etching 
Exhibit, Art Gallery 

THURSDAY 

2 

!h~o~g!: ~ov. 15 _____________ _ 

FRIDAY 

3 

SATURDAY 

FAYETTEVILLE 
Bike Ride 

BALLROOM & 
Folkdance Workshop 

"THE OLDEST LIVING GRADUATE" - Preston Jones' Texas Trilogy 
Arena Theatre, 8:00 pm; For Reservations, call 938-1211, ext. 345 

LIBRARY OPEN until 10:00 pm CLUB FRIDAY, 7:30 

8 9 10 

"THE OLDEST BADMINTON "THE OLDEST LIVING GRADUATE -Arena Theatre, 8:00 pm 

LIBRARY OPEN until 10:00 pm 
LIVING GRADUATE TOURNAMENT 

12 

19 

26 

13 14 

20 21 

DEADLINE for 15 
accepting applications 
for Fall 1978 
Graduation -----------
DISCO Workshop 
RACQUETBALL 
Workshop 

16 
Sign-up Deadline 
SKI TRIP 

LIBRARY OPEN until 10:00 pm 

22 

-LIBRARY OPEN - -
UNTIL 10 pm 

23 HITCHCOCK 
Basketball Game 

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAYS, College Closed 

17 

24 

27 28 Sign-up Deadline 29 
RACQUETBALL 
TOURNAMENT 

30 Dec. 1 

EARLY REGISTRATION FOR SPRING 1979 for currently enrolled 
or re-entering students 

LIBRARY OPEN until 10:00 pm 

To get your organization's upcoming events on the Activity Calendar, notify .Dwight Fullingim,'News , 
Bureau, COM Communication Services, ext. 434. Calendar events are compiled one month in advance 
so early notification is necessary . 

.. ~ ' 

j 

TEXAS 
TURKEY TROT 
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18 

25 

r---------------------------•C/ip&ReturntolnterCOM---------------------------

lnter~OM is all new in 78! 
We would like your comments and suggestions for future issues. Please fill out this questionnaire and place it in the InterCOM box located in 
the College Center. 

Did you read InterCOM? • Yes • No What type stories and features would you like to see added? _________ _ 

Which stories, articles, and features did you like best? ----------------------------------

least?----------------------------------
College of the Mainland organizations and clubs are urged to notify InterCOM of upcoming meetings and special events. Drop information in 
the InterCOM box located in the College Center as soon as scheduled events are finalized. 
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Theatre Tour Set 
For Nov. 22-26 

COM's annual New York Theatre 
Tou: is scheduled for November 22-
26. 

The tour price of $385 includes: 
round-trip airfare to New York City, 
four nights at the Piccadilly Hotel, 
transfer to and from airport to hotel, 
baggage tips at hotel, tickets to three 
Broadway shows, and ample time for 
individual sightseeing and shopping. 
The tour price is per person, double
occupancy. 

A special bus will meet the plane 
in New York to transfer tour members 
to the Piccadilly Hotel, situated in 
the theatre district just off Broad
way. 

Thursday, November 23, will fea
ture Macy's famous Thanksgiving Day 
Parade. Participants will have free 
time during the day, and attend a 
Broadway show in the evening. No
vember 24 is officially the first day 
of Christmas shopping along Fifth 
Avenue. Tour members may choose 
to go sightseeing (Central Park, the 
Empire State Building, the United 
Nations, Siatue of Liberty) or see the 
show at Radio City Music Hall. 

November 25 offers free time, with 
a Broadway show in the evening. 
Nove.mber 26 includes a free morning, 
another Broadway show, checkout 
from the hotel and return by special 
bus to the airport for the flight home. 
For more information, contact COM 
Theatre at 938-1211, ext. 345. 

InterCOM needs you. 

lnterCOM 

PROFILE~ 
on PEOPLE 

Richard 
Poth 

by Beverly Stephens 
"A fantasy is the projection of self 

into the future without the constraints 
of reality," says Richard Poth, COM 
Career Decision counselor. 

Poth uses fantasies as a method to 
aid COM students and community 
citizens in identifying different career 
options. Before coming to COM in 
1974, Poth had two years experience 
as a career co-ordinator at Cleveland 
State University, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Poth says his major challenge is 
getting students to realize that career 
decision responsibility has to be shared 
between the counselor and the stu-
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dent. The Career Decision Center 
staff finds it difficult to work without 
close cooperation of students who 
come in for career counseling. 

Richard Poth, COM Career Decision counselor, consults with Karen Atkinson on new class · 
schedules. Staff Photo by Melanie Mayeaux 

Poth received both his BA and his and Placement at Cleveland State Uni-
MS degrees from Miami University, versity's College of Engineering. After 
Oxford, Ohio. While at Miami Uni- two years, he took a job at COM be-
versity, Poth formed Alpha Delt Sing- cause, "I felt it offered a more per-
ers, a fraternity folk group which sang sonalized and provocative learning en-
at college functions ranging from after vironment." 
the game parties to the commence- Path's interests include jogging,ten-
ment exercises. nis, basketball, and music. If he's out 

After graduating from Miami Uni- of his office, Poth may be found jog-
versity, Poth served as the Career Co- ging around campus with one of the 
ordinator of Co-operative Education COM physical education instructors. ----

Theatre Opens 1978-79 Season 
COM's Community Theatre is offer

ing one of the most exciting packages 
ever assembled for their "Fanfare Sea
son." 

The season will open in October 
with "The Oldest Living Graduate," 
followed in February by "Macbeth," 
"The Fantasticks," the New Playwright 
Series III and "Hello Dolly." 

Season tickets are still $ 13 .50 and a 
Guild membership.is only $18.50. 
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County Health Inspectors Visit COM Snackbar 

Jean Jackson observes as Janet Greenwood inspects snackbar. 
Photo by Dale Dixon 

Snack Bar Expansion Delayed 

by Melanie Mayeaux 

Limited space , lack of funds, and 
a break-even economic structure 
have been stated as major setbacks 
in COM snack bar expansion, ac
cording to Edward Brown, Dean of 
Administrative Services. 

Info-Line 
Confused about a classroom 

location? Looking for an instruc
tor's office? Have a question 
about parking regulations, book
store hours, where you go for a 
recreation pass-or any one of 
I 01 questions you might have 
as a student at College of the 
Mainland? 

There's help on the way. A 
new, campus-wide information 
system has been recently in
stalled to help students, visitors 
and college personnel get answers 
quickly and accurately. 

(See INFO-LINE, page 3) 

"The primary design of. the Col
lege Center snack bar was to pro
vide students with cold sandwiches 
and snacks- not hot food. To ex
pand menu variety would take more 
equipment and space. These changes 
are not economically feasible at this 
time. 

"We operate the snack bar on a 
self-sustaining economic basis," 
continued Brown. "In 1976 and 
1977, the snack bar operated with 
a $4,600 deficit. In school year 
1977-7 8, the deficit was cut to 
$600." He attributed this to a 15 

. percent price increase and use of 
work-study employees. 

Asked why the snack bar is not 
available for evening students, 
Brown replied, "We have tried to 
stay open until 9 PM in the past. 
Traffic was negligible and the cost 
was eating us . up. That's why we 
have vending machines." 

Snack bar hours are 7:30 AM to 
6:00 PM Monday through Thursday, 
and 7:30 AM to 3:00 PM Fridays. 
The grill closes approximately on~ 
hour earlier. 

by Beverly A. Stephens and Karen B. Hoffman 

An overall rating for the COM Snackbar was 68 on a scale of 100 when 
two Galveston County Health District officials inspected the snackbar at 
2 PM, Wednesday, October 25, 1978. 

Inspector Janet Greenwood said her inspections have an average score of 
"75-80." Inspector Greenwood and Terry Hensley found the snackbar had 
two infractions that demanded immediate action. 

Greenwood said the most serious infraction concerned temperature con
trols in refrigerators and on the service line. The temperature in the refrig
erated area was 50 degrees and should have been no higher than 45 degrees. 
The temperature on the service line was not high enough. Health District 
standards require the service line temperature should have been 140 degrees 
or higher. 

According to Greenwood, this 
rule is necessary to keep bacteria 
from growing. Most bacteria remain 
active between the temperature 
ranges of 45 and 140 degrees. 

The second infraction demanding 
immediate attention concerned hy
gienic practices in the snackbar 

The deadline for refunding 1.D. 
fees has been extended until 
July l, 1979, according to 
Roland Smith of the COM 
Business Office. To date only 
about 35 percent of the total 
money collected for Identifi
cation Cards has been returned. 
To collect a refund, go by the 
Fee Payment Window in the 
Administration Building. 

SURVEY: 
Alcohol on Campus 

by Lisa E. Barnes and 
Melanie Mayeaux 

Approximately 69 percent of 
persons polled on the COM campus 
were in favor of allowing alcohol to 
be served on campus-ONLY for 
student and community functions. 

Dr. Fred Taylor, COM President, 
stated his objections to alcohol on 
campus were the potential mana- . 
gerial, social, and legal problems. 
He said he saw no need for the 
"additional headache." 

"There is no state law prohibiting , 
alcohol on campus," said Ed Ma 
bury, COM's attorney. "The liability 
problem is small but one to be con
sidered. COM could be liable in 
cases involving motor vehicles and 
liquor after a driver left a COM
located function." 

The issue of alcohol has remained 
an administrative decision·. The 
issue has never been presented to 
the COM Board of Trustees for 
consideration, according to Dr. 
Taylor. 

area, the health officer said. The 
rules concerned areas of employee 
hygiene and preparation of food. 

Employees were breaking health 
ordinances by smoking, eating, 
and drinking in service, storage, and 
dishwashing areas. 

Food items were also not proper
ly labeled, in containers other than 
the original containers, and non
labeled containers . Foods in the 
refrigerator were not in proper 
order. Meats should be on bottom 
shelves so that blood cannot reach 
other foods. 

Minor infractions in food con
tact service included a porcelain 
section on the meat slicer, Green
wood noted. 

Greenwood and Hensley sugges
ted chlorine test paper should be 
purchased for the dishwashing area 
and the bulk milk container on the 
service line _be cleaned. They said 

' dishwashing sink should be used 
only for dishwashing and the hand
washing sink only for handwashing. 

Also, the officials said snackbar 
employees must keep their personal 
belongings out of the service area 
and separate from single service 
items such as styrofoam cups. 

One other suggestion was that 
the new electric stove be vented to 
the outside. Greenwood will notify 
the college after consulting •fexas 
City building code. 

Dave Rae, Director of Auxiliary 
Services, was present throughout 
the inspection and stated that 
measures would be taken to cor
rect all infractions. Rae also took 
personal responsibility for the 
temperature of the refrigerator. 

COM purchased a new refrigera
tor and the machine was freezing 
all canned drinks, so Rae turned . 
the thermostat up. 

After the infraction was brought 
to his attention, Rae turned the 
thermostat down again. 

Greenwood and Hensley will 
return to the COM snackbar at 
a later date to assure that all 
infractions have been corrected. 
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Are We Learning? . ,. 
by Melanie Mayeaux 

The "COM student ain't real bright" attitude can often be encountered 
on this campus. The document system, class selection procedures, and the 
philosophies behind both lend themselves to developing this attitude. 

COM is a comprehensive, open-door community college with "Human
hood through Brotherhood" as its motto. Faculty and staff are encouraged 
to help students succeed and to provide those who might normally not have 
the chance to participate in the college experience. · 

"The crisis we have at this school ," stated Dr. Alan Ginsberg of the Social 
Science Division, "is the incredible diversity of students. Many students are 
not adequately prepared for college level courses. On the other hand, a large 
number of students in classes are well qualified. Trying to meet needs of 
all these students is very difficult. Perhaps different levels of classes would 
help meet these needs." 

COM faculty's use of a document, when used as a teaching tool, can 
be useful to students. A document provides the student with a contract of 
sorts. The student knows exactly what is expected of him and what to 
expect of the course. The document also provides ground for complaint if 
an instructor fails to meet terms of the contract. 

The problem is an invitation for its misuse- the document used as an 
academic crutch (supplying test questions answered in lectures, which are 
parroted back on examinations). If the purpose of this institution is to 
prepare students for further study and ensure student success, then emphasis 
should be placed on developing thought patterns instead of memorization 
skills. 

Even with proper document use, the problem of student diversity in the 
classroom still exists . This responsibility should not be left just to profes
sors or documents. Perhaps the problem could best be solved if COM had 
a better organized method of advising students in class selection. The "go 
to the advisor with the shortest line" or "see any instructor in your 
division" system is obviously inadequate . 

Stu<lent Activities 
by Kathy Brooks 

Schools all over the U.S. face cutbacks in special programs. COM is fortunate 

to have money available to finance and support clubs and organizations to add 
a needed special dimension to students' lives . 

COM has 16 clubs at present-there were more last year. Many of them fold 
for lack of interest by students, according to Bob Smith, Director of Center for 
Career Decisions. 

One possible reason for lack of interest in organizations at COM is the nature 
of the school. Because COM is a two-year (rather than a four-year) college, 
students do not make a total time commitment on-campus as at UHCLC. 

At four-year resident colleges, students are more likely to look to campus 
activities to fill all facets of their lives. COM students are more likely to fill 
needs for special interest projects off-campus. Only 600 of COM's 2,600 stu
dents are full time. The majority of our students spend only a small amount of 
a total day here. 

COM's administration is interested in seeing that money allocated for special 
student activities be used . Any five students interested in developing a group 
have a chance to have a new organization approved, providing it is legal. The 
project can be one-time, or a structured monthly group meeting. The money is 
available- we use it or lose it. 

Presently 16 active organizations are available at COM for students. 

Ocgaoizatiao 
Radio Communications Society 
Student Nurses 
Student Management Association 
Webb Historical Society 
Student Association 
COM Amigos 
Phi Theta Kappa 
Office Education Association 
Automotive Club 
Coastal Fine Arts Association 
COM Student Republicans 
DECA (Distributive Education Clubs 

of America) 
Law Enforcement Association 
Microcomputer Club 
Phi Beta Sigma 
Outdoor Recreation Club 

Ailldsar 
Jerry Vaughan 
Claudia Cooper 
Bud Miller 
Alex Pratt 
Warren Dodson 
Roberto Rodriquez 
Brenda Brown, JoAnp Peveto 
Maria Eliaz 
Jerry Preas 
James Templer 
Bill Sowers 

Bill Sowers 
Chuck Mahaney 
Jesse Sims 
Leroy August 
Mary Ann Urick 

Any five people interested in a club of their own should contact extension 411. 

The "Lame Duck" candidate from the last COMSA election swims by undaunted by his 
defeat. Photo by Dale Dixon 

Intersection-
A Hazard to Your Health 

by Marian J . Stein 

The intersection at Amburn Road and Highway 1764, adjacent to COM's 
Student Center , is a traffic hazard and has proven to be a death trap for motorists. 
At present, a flashing light and a stop sign are being used to control t raffic. These 
have long since proven insufficient. 

The master plan set forth by the Department of Transportation was to have an 
overpass at the intersection sometime in the undetermined future . Hardie Jarrell, 
Supervising Resident Engineer of the Transportation Department, stated no unds 
were authorized for the project. Present precautions were agreed upon by the 
Department and Texas City's Mayor's office. The embankment at the inter
section is excess dirt from another project to be used in construction of the 
overpass, when one is built. 

The dirt adds to the problem by partially obstructing the view of the motorists 
turning off of 1764 onto Amburn Road. 

Citizens are upset about the intersection. One man called Sun Dial, the column 
of The Daily Sun, some weeks ago and left this message: 

"I am letting y'all know that if, within a certain amount of time, there is no 
light at that intersection , there will be no intersection to put a light at. I have 
the capability to destroy half of College of the Mainland and every bit of that 
highway. I want to see a light put up out there because I am tired of people 
being killed because of the city's carlessness." 

The Daily Sun, in reply , stated that the man should direct his appeal to the 
Department of Transportation. 

After the third phone call by the anonymous caller, The Daily Sun ran an 
announcement stating he should turn himself into the police . 

The threat was never carried out and the man never contacted The Daily Sun 
again. 

Margaret Reevis , a member of the COM senior citizens program , put her solution 
to the problem in motion several months ago. Reevis wrote a petition and distribu
ted it over the campus. After several months, she sent them to someone with 
the State Traffic Department. Reevis estimated that•, there were over 1,000 
signatures on the petitions. 

Completing the overpass is not the only solution possible. A traffic light would 
help. Whatever the steps taken, something must be done to solve the problem. 
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COMSA 
by Dee Grabow 

Students who attend COM's Student Association (COMSA) meetings often find 
a lack of meaningful discussion and a general lack of purpose. Much of the reason 
for apparent non-direction lies in the nature of the relationship between COM and 
its traditional student government. 

Article I (Rationale) of COMSA's constitution reads, "The community college 
student has little need for control; there is often enough of this in his existence 
at home and in the community ... This situation then isolates one of the primary 
needs of the community college student, which is not presently capable of being 
met by traditional structures of student governance." 

COMSA's function has been defined as ~•a catalyst for student participation in 
the community living development process." It is a "structure" under which stu
dents can exercise their rights and integrate their backgrounds into a wider scope 
of knowledge. · 

COMSA must have lost sight of its original purpose between the time the 
constitution was written and now. Announcements of meetings and a general 
attempt by COMSA officers to stimulate student interest in the organization has 
traditionally been lacking. 

A very democratic way of handling the COM community development is at. 
hand. The student body should mak~ extra effort to participate and contribute 
any opinion, concerns, and interest at COMSA meetings. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Senior Alliance 

Active at COM 

by Dee Grabow 

The Alliance of Galveston County 
Adults, a senior citizens organiza
tion, is one of the most active 
groups on the COM campus. 

Presently, AGCA members are 
participating in learning experiences 
on the student and faculty levels, 
distributing a monthly newsletter 
connecting 8,000 Galveston County 
citizens, and raising a memorial fund 
to build a senior citizens center on 
the COM campus. 

Showing their initiative through 
involvement with COM, they are 
forming a committee to reach the 
administration in hope that COM 
will contact the government to 
support the project with a federal 
grant. 

The benefit they expect from 
expanding is not just developing a 
senior citizens "social group," 
according to COM coordinator 
Sadie Poole, but · to provide both 
communication and involvement. 
On the national level, 3,500,000 
U.S. senior citizens have backed 
the 1971 child-care bill, lowering 
the voting age to 18, fought the 
war against poverty, and sought 
legal protection for consumers. 

"We try to build relationships
to communicate and associate with 

, each other, the young, and the 
administration of COM. We've got 
lots of life and usefulness left, and 
hope that people will call on us," 

· says Louise Sutton, AGCA leader 
and member. 

"We would like to break down 
segregation by age. Rather than adjust 
to an unjust society, we want to act 
as a change agent for people who wish 
to explore alternative ways to grow 
old in America today," said Larry 
Smith, Associate Dean, Continuing 
Education and Community Services. 

• • • • • d • : Letters to the E itor : 
• • • • • • 
LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

With the energy crisis going on 
COM should cut down on the air 
conditioning. 

I'm sure I'm not the only one 
complaining about it being too cold 
in all the buildings. 

Yours truly, 

Marjan Morville 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

I think COM would save money 
on their electricity bill if they 
would turn up the temperature. 

A Student 

COMSA Minutes 

MINUTES; COMSA Meeting, 
College Center, Room 212, 
October 19, 1978. 
Present: Officers Kurt Koopmann, 
Darlene Ellis, Paul La Valle, Beverly 
Stephens, Benson Sharp; Bob Smith, 
guest speaker. 

Discussion of what the responsi
bilities are for each officer. Smith ex
plained more fully what the jobs 
comprise, and how COMSA's finan
cial system works. It was suggested 
that COMSA try to get on the 
monthly activity calendar, and con
tact Mary Danaczko about a COMSA , 
newsletter. Discussion of October 28 ; 
PTK dance. Three COMSA officers 
would attend: Koopmann, Sharp, 
Ellis. Meetings will be held every 
other Thursday at 4 PM in CC 212. 
Meeting adjourned 5:45 PM. 

EARLY 
REGISTRATION 
FOR SPRING, 1979 

November 29, 30 & Dec. 1 

.:• 

Cindy Rook (riaftt), Fall editor of FIREWHEEL, and .Kit van Oeave of the Journalism De
partment proof copy for Fall edition of FIREWHEEL. 

Photo by Melanie Mayeaux 

Firewheel Prepares for Competition 
by Beverly Stephens 

FIREWHEEL goes on sale for $1 
on December 15 in LRC 223, Suite 
A. 

FIREWHEEL is published by 
Journalism 211 students. This publi
cation is about community people, 
and the history of Galveston County. 

Alex Pratt, COM social science 
instructor . and FIREWHEEL ad
visor, comments, "FIREWHEEL 
differs from other campus publi
cations because it is entirely done 
by students who conduct their own 
interviews, complete their own 
graphics and layouts, and do their 
own printing. 

"FIREWHEEL is the only mter
disciplinary project on campus. Fae-

Questionnaire Results 

by Marian J. Stein 
Results of a questionnaire dealing 

with COM's Amburn Road and 1764 
intersection showed some 127 people 
were polled-15 faculty members, 
eight staff members and 104 students. 
Of the available options, 71 people 
chose a traffic light, 64 chose an 
overpass, and six chose a policeman 
to direct traffic. 

The majority of people polled 
chose to check more than one possible 
soll!tion instead of a single one. 

The questionnaires will be presented 
to officials who can make use of them 
in helping to solve the prohlem. 

Women Meet 

The Women's Center at COM had a 
meeting for area citizens and center 
personnel November 11 . 

An all-day series of seminars and 
lectures was designed to look at the 
problems of women in transition from 
homemaker to breadwinner, reported 
Wallace Dommert, temporary coor
dinator of the Women's Center. 

The' seminar series was set up to let 
partipants choose topics such as "Prop
ert;Y! His, Mine, or Ours?," and ''.Own
ing (and Expressing) My Own Feel
ings." 

A special morning session on "Cars. 
eer Planning and Development for 
Women" gave participants a chance to 
look at strategies for making intelli
gent career choices suited to their 
interests, goals, and aptitudes. 

, For more information, p~ease call 
938-1211, Ext. 363 or 264. 

ulty and students from three dif
ferent divisions put FIREWHEEL 
together." The faculty advisors for 
FIREWHEEL are Pratt, Sandra 
Devall, Division of Industrial Edu
cation, and Kit van Cleave, Division 
of Humanities and Fine Arts. 

This past spring FIREWHEEL 
won first place in the Webb His
torical Society literary competition. 
According to Pratt, FIREWHEEL 
is getting ready for this spring's 
competition. 

FIREWHEEL appears in the 
Library of Congress because "we 
were asked by the Library of Con
gress to send them copies and we 
do," tated Pratt. 

Anyone wishing more informa
tion on FIREWHEEL should con
tact Pratt at extension 211. 

INFO-LINE ANSWERS 

CAMPUS QUESTIONS 
(Continued from page 1) 

Called Info-line, the system 
involves a network of wall 
phones placed in strategic loca
tions throughout the campus. 
Anyone with a campus-related 
question can pick up the phone, 
dial 227 and get an answer. At 
the other end of the Info-line 
phones is an Information D~sk, 
located in the lobby of the Ad
ministration Building. The desk 
is staffed by knowledgeable and 
courteous college personnel from 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

The location of each of the 
red Info-line wall phones is as 
follows: 

College Center 
To the right of the 
Bookstore entrance 

Fine Arts Building 
Left-hand wall before 

entrance to theatre lobby 

Learning Resources Center 
Second floor 

Outside Room 212 

Math Science Building 
Outside Main Office 

Physical Education Complex 
Lobby 

So the next time you have a 
question, just dial 227 for an 
answer. Info-line phones are 
equipped to handle only inter
office calls and cannot be used 
to dial off-campus numbers. 
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tv10VIE REVIEW 
J. B. and Friends 

by Cricket Ingraham 

The ad said, "The whole country is 
waiting to see Jacqueline Bisset as 
you've never seen her before." 

Even for a promise like that, I'm 
not one to spend a great deal of 
money, so I bought a twilight ticket 
to "Secrets," and settled in for a two
hour session of passive entertainment. 

The movie opens with short shots 
of children's paintings accompanied 
by Janis-Joplin-style music. Pan to 
Jacqueline Bisset and her movie daugh
ter going to a laundry. She is feeling 
badly because she and her husband had 
a fight. She decides to leave the wash
ing to the daughter and go for a long 
walk. 

She walks along a street bordering 
a park. A man driving a white Rolls 
Royce convertible spots JB. He picks 
up his car phone and tells his secretary 
to cancel his appointments, because 
he "has gone mad and had to be 
destroyed." 

He parks his car and catches up to 
her, explaining that he thought she 
was someone he'd once known. She 
is incredulous at first. When he gives 
her his card and tells her to call, she 

inevitably does. He tells her that she 
looks exactly like his dead wife. This 
gives her the motivation to dress up 
like his dead wife. The effect on him 
is profound, and they make love. He 
gives her a large portion of silk as a 
gift. She leaves. 

Meanwhile, J .B.'s movie husband 
is going on an interview with a com
puter company. This job will mean 
the difference between his keeping 
his manhood or becoming a failure. 
He meets a beautiful blond at the 
interview. She takes too many pills 
because she is very tense. They make 
love. She gives him her little pill box 
as a gift. He leaves. 

The abandoned daughter helps a 
young man do his laundry. They go 
to the place where he is a live-in 
gardener. She helps him work around 
the yard. He gives her a large potted 
azalea. She leaves. 

The family all assembles at home. 
The wife gives the silk to her husband. 
The husband gives the pill box to the 
wife. The daughter gives her father 
the azalea. They all grew that day, 
they give away gifts, and they all 
keep their secrets. 

It was not too offensive. 

Artist Uses Natural Forms 

by Dee Grabow •·· 

· "My prints are often box or maze 
constructions set in :a natural environ
ment," says COM graphics professor 
Mona Marshall. "The entire process 
from first to final drawing allows 
room for exploration and change. 

"I have tried, above all, not to dis
turb the reflective-almost ethereal
presence of forms," she says. 

Marshall is integrating interesting 
and valid ideas about nature through 
her work as an artist. She says insects 
represent a kind of pure energy which 

Smeltzer Concert 

Susan Smeltzer, COM artist-in-resi
dence, performed Ravels' G Major 
Concerto with the Florida Symphony 
in Miami, Florida, recently under the 
baton of Maestro Brian Priestman. 

The gala event was on the Pops 
Concert Series (all-Spanish evening) at 
Gusman Cultural Center. Pianist 
Smeltzer shared the program with 
world-famous flamenco guitarist, 
Carlos Montoya. Smeltzer was inter
viewed over the classical music station 
WTMI, with Priestman hosting, on 
"Philharmonic Focus" shortly after 
her arrival in Miami. 

she depicted intensely at one stage 
of her career. Since then, she has 
integrated them into backgrounds as 
representations of different levels of 
thought and meaning. 

Besides insects , she has used trees, 
women, and Arabic writing (which 
Marshall discovered while studying 
in Europe) in the same manner- to 
bring out pure qualities. 

Marshall's skill and knowledge ~an
not be fully appreciated without 
considering her work's profound con
nections with the subconscious 
thought and growth process. Her 
themes in art celebrate individual 
growth and accomplishment. 

Art Gallery . 
COM's Art Gallery has attracted 

more than 25,000 viewers in five years 
of operation, reported Carol Veth,
Gallery Coordinator. The 54 exhibits 
in the Gallery have included all areas 
of art-photographs, pottery, painting, 
sculpture, prints, weaving, and rope 
sculpture. 

Esprit in Theatre 

"Beginning two years ago the Com
PASS-New Directions program started 
a new tradition of bringing the artist, 
as well as the exhibit , to the campus to 
meet with students and the communi
ty," Veth noted. 

Harvey Bott, noted sculptor, will 
create a work to be installed by 
November 20 especially for the gallery 
space, according to Veth. "Our policy 
of showing only professional artists 

by Lisa E. Barnes 

"Something very good is going on 
right here at COM, something very 
productive. Not long ago, there were 
three major theatre productions in 
rehearsal at the same time in the Fine 
Arts Center," Roger Stallings exclaims. 

Stallings, COM's newly appointed 
Theatre/Speech instructor, attributes 
this espirit to the amount of progresss 
made in the Fine Arts program."For ex
ample , the production of "You're a 
Good Man, Charlie Brown" was of
fered to COM students for credit in 
their Fine Arts classes," he pointed 
out. 

After being the Drama director 
at Dickinson High School for three 

The contagious enthusiasm or Ropr Stal• 
ings, COM's new Theatre/Speech instructor, 
finds its way into his classroom. 

Photo by Melanie Mayeaux 

years and earning his MA from Uni
versity of Houston at Clear Lake, 
Stallings was ready to grow with 
CO M's Fine Arts program. He feels 
that teaching gives personal satisfac
tion. 

"I want students at COM to under
stand that .going to college can include 
self-expression as well as learning a 
vocation. Developing the self is a 
basic need. Art lets people express 
themselves," he explains. 

Stallings has been most active as 
an actor, choreographer, and director 
in numerous community shows. He 
is the director-choreographer for 
"You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown." 
His most challenging role as an actor, 
Chuck Baxter, was in the production 
"Promises, Promises." Playing one of 
the most complex male leads in 
American theatre, Stallings was only 
off stage for ten minutes in a three
hour show. The part had impromptu 
interplay with the audience. "A good 
actor knows there are no small roles, 
just small actors. Unity and ensemble 
make good theatre," he says. 

Stallings adds, "I would like the 
opportunity to act in one Broadway 
show before I die. If the chance· arises, 
I would have a difficult decision. The 

FROM 

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 

THE INTERCOM STAFFII 

actor in me says go, while the husband 
in me says stay. I'm not nomadic. I 
like security and organization." 

Currently Stallings is on the Board 
of Directors at Clear Creek Country 
Theatre and in the COM Theatre Guild. 

of the highest caliber make COM's Art 
Gallery the only place between Hous
ton and Galveston where exhibitions 
of this quality can be seen ," she said. 

Roger and his wife, Jan, are expec
ting their first production, a baby, in 
January, and he says, "What a hit 
that will be!" 

BEETHOVEN 
BIRTHDAY FESTIVAL 
December 17, 1978 
Fine Arts Building 

H.J.BOTT 
Dov · 
ARCHETYPE SERIES 
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·•Fanfare Season'' 
Opens at COM 

COM's Community Theatre is 
offering one of the most exciting thea
tre packages ever assembled for the 
"Fanfare Season." 

The 1978-79 season opened Octo
ber 28 with "The Oldest Living 
Graduate," the third play in Preston 
Jones' Texas trilogy. The play was 
produced concurrently with "The Last 
Meeting of the Knights of the White 
Magnolia" at Clear Creek Country 
Theatre, and "Lu Anne Hampton 
Laverty Oberlander" at UH/CLC. 

The second show of the season will 
be "Macbeth," February 8-24. "The 
Fantasticks," New York's longest run
ning musical, will follow April 5-28. 
New Playwright Series III will run 
May 29-June 29. Closing the season 
will be "Hello, Dolly!" July 12-Aug, 
ust 4. 

Ticket prices for season tickets will 
remain at $13.50. In addition, a COM 
Theatre Guild Membership is now 
available which includes all shows plus 
a special holiday production of 
"You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown," 
to run November 30 through Decem
ber 10. 

John Lozica of Dickinson will play 

Charlie Brown, with Eric O'Neal of 
Dickinson.as Schroeder and Andrea 
Miller of Clear Lake as Lucy. Snoopy 
will be played by Billy Nowell of 
Alvin, and Linus by "Chocs" Land
grebe of Channel view. Kathy Moore 
of League City and Randy McDonald 
of Texas City have been cast as Patty 
and Woodstock, respectively. 

The character Pig Pen, famous for 
his lack of basic hygiene, will be per
formed by Doug Renquist of Houston. 
Debbie Osborne and Kathleen Curtis, 
both of Texas City, will play the parts 
of Margie and Sally. League City resi
dent Laurie Swalin will play piano for 
the production. Michelle Robinson, 
Hitchcock, plays Violet. 

"It is noteworthy that all cast 
members are also enrolled students at 
College of the Mainland-our first 
100% student production," com

mented Roger Stallings, director of 
the show. 

Theatre scholarship student Vanda 
Edwards will stage manage the pro
duction, with Kene Arnold of Texas 
City serving as music director . 

For more information about guild 
membership or to make theatre reser
vations, call 938-1211, Ext. 345. 

Theatre First for Bay Area 

"You're A Good Man Charlie Brown" cast prepares_for the November 30th opening at COM. 
Photo by Melanie Mayeaux 

Theatre Guild 
Community Theatre's drive for 

Theatre Guild members brought in an 
all-time high of 755 subscribers, re
ported Reggie Schwander, coordina
tor of the drive . 

"The public realized what a bargain 
Theatre Guild memberships are," 
Schwander noted. 

Members received reserved seat 
tickets to five plays, reserved seats at 
the Holiday Special performance of 
"You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown," 
discounts on group theatre· tours, free 
admission to all COM art events, work
shops, special invitations to all Guild 
parties and receptions. 

Preston Jones' Texas~rilogy~· -~--
"Texas Trilogy," a series of three 

plays by Preston Jones, opened with 
the Clear Creek Country Theatre 
(CC<;T} production of "The Last 
Mieting of the Knights of the White 
Mfgnolia" October 26. "Lu Ann 
Hampton Laverty Oberlander" 
followed at UH/CLC October 27, and 
"The Oldest Living Graduate" opened 
at COM Community Theatre October 
26. Overall, COM's theatre-in-the
round production was the most com
pelling. 

"Trilogy" centers around the inter
related lives of 27 characters, residents 
of the small, fictional West Texas town 
of Bradleyville from 1953 to 1973. 

Darwin Miller directed the CCCT 

A HOLIDAY SPECIAL -

"'You 're a Good Man O,arlie Brown" 

ARENA THEATRE 
COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND 

Nov. 30 

Dec. 1 
Dec. 2 

Dec. 3 
Dec. 5 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 7 
Dec. 8 
Dec. 9 

Dec. JO 

8:00pm 

8:00pm 
2:30pm 
8:00pm 
2:30pm 
8:00pm 
8:00pm 
8:00pm 
8:00pm 
2:30pm 
8:00pm 
2:30pm 

Review by Betty Nolley 

production, Robert G. Everding the 
UH/CLC play , and Jack Westin the 
COM Community Theatre show. 

The seedy hotel meeting room of 
the Knights, designed by Miller , was 
a good background for their equally 
seedy organization . Lighting effects 
were outstanding. Jon Middent's 
sets for "Lu Ann" were also imagina
tive and expressed the tnood of the 

different actors of the same role 
from one play to another gave in
creased depth and insight to the 
characterization. 

For example, Col. J.C. Kincaid, 
mentor of the Knights, in "Last 
Meeting" is played by Frank Andrews, 
and in "The Oldest Living Graduate" 
by Harold Suggs. 

The Colonel is the most memorable 
individual in the series, striving to pre
serve what he perceives as the tra
ditions of his Texas heritage in spite 
of the encroachments of moderni
zation and population growth. The 
main theme of the plays is the toll 
exacted by time on people and their 
dreams. 

In "The Last Meeting of the 
Knights of the White Magnolia," the 
ineffectual, anachronistic Knights' 
lodge gets its first new initiate in 
five years, Lonnie Ray McNeil, 
played by Cliff Mabry and Spencer 
Trask. 

Skip Hampton, Gene Ogle, and 
other members (played by Mike 
Fisher, Ervin F. Cox, Paul Hensley 
and Mike Wagle) are eager to pro
ceed to the liquid refreshments, 

furnished by saloon-keeper Jim 
Richards , which normally conclude 
their meetings. When Skip finally 
gets his drink , he downs it with a 
toast to Simcoe, who founded the 
Knights by splitting off from the 
Klan. 

Kincaid's mind flickers on and off 
like the lodge's light-bulb cross and 
ranges from his exploits with Black 
Jack Pershing, pursumg Pancho 
Villa in Mexico, to the horrors of 
World War I battlefields. His most 
loyal supporter is a black janitor, 
played by Raymond Pierre. 

The CCCT cast makes the most of 
many funny lines, particularly about 
alcoholic Skip. His character is de
veloped more thoroughly in "Lu 
Ann Hampton Laverty Overlander ," 
in which he is played by Arthur 
Glen Hughes. 

Exploring the marriages, careers 
and eventual maturity of Lu Ann, 
Marilyn Rogers, the second play 
has good laughs, but is basically more 
serious. Her relationship with her 
high school boyfriend, Jim Hackett, 
her two husbands, Dale and Corky 
(played by Steven Ford and Ricky 
Goodnight), her daughter, Lynette 
Perkins, her mother, Susan Meyers, 
and brother Skip confirm the 
essential dependency of family mem
bers on each other. 

"The Oldest Living Graduate" 
continues this theme in its dissection 
of the Kincaid family. The Colonel's 
wheeler-dealer son Floyd, Jesse Loya,
and his partner, played by Gus Babb,. 

maneuver to develop a sub-division 
on the last of the Kincaid land , which 
has sentimental value for the old man. 
Floyd's wife Maureen, Jodi St. Cyr, 
tries unsuccessfully to mediate their 
differences. Kaaren Beale is Babb's 
sarcastic wife. 

The Mirabeau B. Lamar Military 
Academy plans to honor the Colonel, 
who is its oldest living graduate, with 
a huge celebration, attended by 
important people from all over the 
state. The Major, R. C. Anderson , and 
a cadet, James McDougle, come to 
insist on Kincaid's participation. 

The humor of the Knights deepens · 
. into tragedy as these "bumble-dicking" 

characters drain the old man's physi
cal strength and the conflicts strain 
his indomitable spirit. 

A champagne opening was given 
on October 26 after the performance 
by CCCT, and a party featuring Lone 
Star beer and music by the Mavericks, 
a country-western group, concluded 
the UH/CLC opening October 27. On 
October 28, COM had a reception for 
the cast and audience, serving hot 
cider. che.e.se diD and cookies. 

"Texas Trilogy" was first produced 
at the Dallas Theatre CenteI, where 
Jones, 42, is playwright-in-residence. · 
It also was presented in Washington, 
D.C. and on Broadway in 1976. "The 
Last Meeting" was given by Alley 
Theatre, and the other plays have been 
staged in the Houston area. But the 
three plays have not been staged simul
taneously here before. Jones could not 
attend the opening. 
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Ramirez 
Doyle Appointed to Scholarship Committee Speaks in Africa 

Dan Doyle, COM Director of Finan
cial Aid, has been selected as one of a 
five-member team to serve on the 
Moody Scholarship Committee. 

The committee's responsibility, 
according to Doyle, will be to evalu
ate scholarship a,pplications from 
Galveston County, and make selec
tions based upon need and ability 
of applicants. «The Moody Educa
tional Opportunities Program places 
great emphasis upon the value of a 
college education and desirability of 
assisting able, but needy, young peo
ple to obtain college training," he 
said. 

Others serving on the committee 
are Dr. Alfred Neumann, Chancellor 
of the UHCLC; Dr. Andrew Johnston, 
Vice-President of Lamar University; 
Gloria Haywood, Supervisor of 
Special Services at UTMB; and Dr. 
Bob Bennett, Assistant Dean of the 
Graduate School at UTMB. 

Doyle was selected to speak before 
the Texas Association of Student 
Financial Aid Administrators 
(T ASF AA) meeting in Arlington Octo
ber 5. He discussed proper funding 
and utilization of college work-study 
programs and desired legislative and 
administrative changes. 

COM Plans Ski Class, Trip 
Can someone in Texas really learn 

to ski in just two lessons? 
COM's Physical Education and Rec

reation Division has a course to prove 
it. Snow Skiing, a non-credit class, wJl 
hold its first session on campus No
vember 30 from 7-10 PM. This class 
will be a lecture-discussion on skiing, 
equipment, and warm-up exercises. 
On the following two Saturdays, 
December 2 and 9, instruction will 
be given on an indoor ski trainer at 
Ski Houston in Pasadena. Students 
will be able to select one hour each 
day between 10AM-7PM forlessons. 

The indoor trainer has proven to 
be a very successful method of in
struction, simulating the experience 
of moving down a sloP,e without in
volving the problems of having to go 
to a ski area. 

"Considering the specialized equip
ment being used, I believe Gulf Coast 
residents who are interested in this 
sport will find the $27 fee to be ex
tremely reasonable," commented Dan 
Travaille, COM's Physical Education 
Director . "The alternative is a trip to 
Colorado, and $27 will barely get you 
to the airport. Last year we had over 
40 people in two classes, and con
sequently we felt the class was worth 
repeating this year." 

After the class is finished Physical 

Education and Recreation is offering 
two trips to the slopes. First comes 
a trip to Winter Park December 17 
through December 21. One of the 
largest and most carefully groomed 
resorts in the Rockies, the Winter 
Park/Mary Jane Mountains make a 
superb family area. This trip was 
specially planned to allow partici
pants to enjoy the special excitement 
of Christmas holiday skiing, yet be 
back in time to celebrate at home. 
Cost for the trip is just $250 and 
reservations must be completed by 
November 15. 

The second trip features Spring ski
ing at Keystone, a beautifully-de
signed resort patterned after contem
porary European areas. Departure is 
March 19, returning_Marc]l 2 . e 
Keystone package is -only $26-5 with 
a reservation de.adline of February 
15, 1979. 

Both trips include round trip air
fare, four nights accommodations, 
lift tickets for three days, transpor
tation between Denver and the ski 
area, daily shuttle service between the 
lodging and ski area and tour escort 
service. The only additional expenses 
for participants are meals and possibly 
equipment rental and/or lessons. 

For reservations or further infor
mation contact Dan Travaille, 938-
1211, Ext. 418. 

Doyle will also serve on a Panel of 
Experts which has been constituted 
to review and restructure documents 
and procedures in the financial aid 
offices of institutions which have 
experienced difficulties during fed
eral audits. 

Another reported development is 
COM's selection as the training site 
for Bay Area Counselors in operation 
of the Basic Educational Opportunity 
Grant program of the Federal Govern
ment. Attending will be the state 
trainer and high school counselors 
from the area. 

Dr. Fern Ramirez, COM Dean of 
Student and College Services, left for 
the Sub-Saharan African countries 
of Chad and Ivory Coast November 12 

to lecture and take part in seminars 
on educational reform. 

The workshop, presented under 
the auspices of the International 
Communications Agency, is de
signed to help the people of Chad and 
Ivory Coast to modernize their edu
cational systems. Dr. Ramirez will 
work in the areas of curriculum devel
opment, educational planning and ad
ministration .with representatives of 
UNESCO and the SWISSAID mission 
sent from Switzerland. 

LS Society Reorganizes 
COM's L-5 Society will hold its 

monthly meeting in the Physics 
Lab, S-148, on November 29 at 
7 PM. 

Current members are requested 
to respond if they are planning to 

RECORDED FOLKLORE 
EXPRESSES CULTURE 

"I wanted to capture the wit and 
wisdom of old Mexican sayings before 
it was too late," stated 
Benjamin Lopez, author of Dichos 
Folkloricos , a collection of Mexican -
American proverbs issued by Division 
of Continuing Education. 

Lopez, born in 1901 in Piedras 
Negras_, Mexico__, immigrated to the 
United States in 1912. He has en-. 
joyed writing poetry for many years, 
but did not start to collect and pre
serve the sayings he heard through 
the years until he was 60 years old. 

"Folk sayings, like folk music and 
folk dancing, are direct expressions 
of the culture of a people, and Don 
Benjamin Lopez has given us an 
opportunity to read folk-sayings of 
the Mexican-American culture in 
either Spanish or English," com
mented Dr. Zelda Rick, Director of 
Special Programs in Community 
Education . 

remain active in the chapter. 
Non-members interested in space 

colonization and exploration, the 
future of our country, and per
sonal needs should plan to attend. 

The November meeting will 
include election of officers and a 
planning session. Future meetings 
and activities will include films, 
speakers, and special activities. · 

Benjamin Lopez, author of Dichos 
Folkloricos, a collection of Mexican
American proverbs issued by the Division 
of Continuing Education. 

GCCFA Plans 
New Years 
Travel Package 

Fronczak Designs Trilogy Set 

COM and the Gulf Coast Council 
on Foreign Affairs have teamed up 
again to provide constituents a 
unique travel package. 

On De.cember 31, local residents 
may travel to Dallas via Southwest Air
lines, check-in at the fabulous Statler 
Hilton where they will be treated to 
a two-hour New Year's Eve "Cock-
tail Initiator." Total trip cost is $160. 

The next day they will be trans
ported by bus to the Cotton Bowl, 
then back to their hotel for a free 
evening. 

On the 2nd they will be trans
ported to the Dallas Museum for the 
opening of Pompeii 79 A.D., an 
exhibifwhich promises to surpass 
King Tut. 

A full itinerary may be obtained 
by calling 938-1211, Ext. 225. 

TEXAS CITY .... .John Fronczak, 
an art instructor and exhibiting artist, 
considers the stage an extension of his 
canvas. He is currently putting his 
conviction into practice at COM where 
he designed the set for "The Oldest 
living Graduate ," one play in Preston 
Jones' Texas Trilogy, which opened 
in the Arena Theatre October 26 and 
ran through November 11. 

He thinks there is nothing unusual 
in the broad artistic reach he has set 
for himself. "I handle set design the 
same way I do a painting," he ex
plained. "I use colors, textures, sizes 
and proportion·s to create an effect." 

There is a single difference between 
painting and set design, he hastens to 
add. "_Rather than working at my 
canvas by myself, I must incorporate 
my ideas with those of two other 
minds-the director and technical 
director-and come up with a visual 

form of what they are thinking." 
Fronczak found "The Oldest 

living Graduate" a fascinating chal
lenge. 

"The trick is to put together the 
pieces to create an authentic atmos
phere. For example. the play is set in 
a home built in the early 1900's. The 
den, in which the action takes place, 
is a masculine room, but one can see 
that a woman is beginning to have her 
influence on the decor," he explained. 

Despite the pull of the theatre, oils 
are Fronczak's favorite medium. 
He has had one-man shows at the Moh
talvo Center for the Arts in Saratoga, 
California; The University of Houston, 
Clear Lake City and the O-Edge Gal
lery in College Corners, Indiana. He 
has also exhibited at the University of 
Houston's Blaffer Gallery; COM; the 
Experimental Gallery at Wright State 
University, Dayton, Ohio; and in a 

show sponsored by the Assistance 
League of Houston. 

Fronczak received his bachelor's 
degree in art from California State 
College, Stanislaus, and his Master's 
of Fine Arts from Miami University, 
Oxford, Ohio. Before joining the 
staff of UH-CLC, he taught part-time 
at Wright State University and Miami 
University. 

"The Oldest living Graduate" is 
not Fronczak's first play. He has · 
designed the set for "Enrico IV" at 
UH/CLC ( during which he met his 
wife, Janice, an actress who is now 
with Houston'.s Comedy Workshop) . 
and "The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie," 
which his wife directed, at Clear Creek 
Country Theatre. His assignments have 
been concentrated in the realm of 
realism and.he is now anxious to try 
fantasy or. something off-beat, such 
as a contemporary interpretation 
of Shakespeare. 
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DC. 
ACTIVITY CALENDAR 

NOVEMBER 
1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 

3 

RACQUETBALL 
Tournament 

IO 

17 

4 

11 

18 

HITCHCOCK 
Basketball 

5 

12 

19 

LIBRARY OPEN until 10:00 pm 

6 

LIBRARY OPEN until 10:00 pm 

DISCO 
Workshop 

13 

LIBRARY OPEN until 10:00 pm 

20 

HITCHCOCK 
Basketball 

WINTER PARK SKI TRIP + + + + + + + + + + + + 

24 

31 

25 

CHRISTMAS 
DAY 

NEW YEAR'S 
DAY 

1 

26 

SMTWTFS 

JANUARY 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31 

27 

7 

1978 
CLUB FRIDAY I 

HOLIDAY SPECIAL -
"You're a Good Man Charlie Brown" 
Arena Theatre, 8:00 pm 
Reservations - 938-1211, ext. 345 

RACQUETBALL Tournament 

CLUB FRIDAY 

TWO CHINA 
DEBATE 
7 :30 pm 
Teaching Aud. 

8 

2 

9 

14 IS 16 

21 

28 

CLUB FRIDAY 

Special Discussion: 
Pornography - Do 
We Want It In Our 
Town? 7:30 pm 
~!!_e~ £~t_!r __ 
SEMESTER 
ENDS 

22 

29 

23 

30 

Page 7 
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PROFILE~ 
00 PEOPLE 

Tom Herman 

by Karen Hoffman 

"We see people the way we create 
them. We are totally responsible for 
our own lives," says Tom Herman, 
counselor in the counseling division 
at COM. 

Herman also teaches classes in 
psychology and upholstery, and 
gives a human potential seminar at 
COM. He has developed another hu
man potential seminar for married 
and non-married couples, to be 
offered in the spring on Thursday 
nights from 5:45 to 8:35 PM . 

Born in Chicago, Illinois, Herman 
has lived in Indiana, North Carolina, 
Ohio, Tennessee, and California. He 
spent five years in the U.S. Navy and 
worked as an upholsterer for 20 years 
before he quit because he "was ready 
for a change." 

Herman attended Hardin-Simmons 
University in Abilene and U of Tin 
Austin. He majored in psychology 
and counseling, with minors in 
sociology and sociological psychology. 
He holds a bachelor of arts degree in 
psychology and a masters degree 
in educational psychology . 

InterCOM 

Tom Herman creates an image for the 
photographer. 

Photo by Dale Dixon 

Married in Canada, Herman has two 
children-a boy, 12, and a girl, nine. 
When asked what his hobbies were, 
Herman replied, "I'm so busy en
joying life I don't have much time for 
hobbies . I see life as a game, and 
people play at games, so I play at 
life." 

Musical Theatre 

by Lori Cripe 

Finding myself in semi-poverty one 
day, I shopped in the de-labeled, 
marked-down, God-only-knows-what 
section of the supermarket. I've not 
had a dull time since! I've grown used 
to the strange and bizarre character
istics of drastically-reduced groceries. 

This morning I was awakened by 
the wafting aroma of perking coffee. 
I hadn't turned on the coffee pot, 
a,nd I live alone. I stumbled into the 
kitchen to investigate, only to find 
Mrs. Olsen perking coffee from an 
unmarked can. 

After canning Mrs. Olsen , I de
cided to make some toast for break
fast. I grabbed a loaf of Wonderbread 
and heard giggles. "Help! I've been 
reaped!" the bread shouted. I knew 
this was supposed to be fresh bread, 
but tacky? 

When lunchtime rolled around, 
I took an unlabeled can from the pan-
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try, and opened it. Out jumped a 
huge man with a football in one hand 
and a Tyler rose in the other, singing 
"Give me the Campbell life!" (This 
guy must've eaten a lot of vegetable
Beevo soup!) 

I was starving by now. I had bought 
a can of biscuits but had not checked 
the expiration date. When I rapped 
the can against the counter, "Wa
boom!"-the Pillsbury Dough Boy 
came exploding out, spilling his 
guts all over me, the floor, the 
ceiling. I still shudder when I think 
of his last words, "You kneaded me, 
you kneaded me!" From now on, 
when someone asks me if I want 
a roll, I say "I'll just walk!" 

I finally resigned myself to bar
gain peanut butter, when, shades of 
Beach Blanket Bingo, Annette Funny
jello informed me that Skippy Peanut 
Butter is made with fresh-roasted nuts 
and has no cholesterol. Frankly, 
Annette, I don't give a jam! 

Have you ever felt lonely, been 
short on cash, and slightly hungry? 
If so, just open up a can of bargain 
beans, and see who pops up to 
"shoot the breeze." Never again will 
you be bored if you have mystery 
meals in your cupboard. You may 
even have a "Roast Encounter of 
the Absurd Kind." 

Non-Profit 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
LaMarque, Texas 

Permit 54 



Vol. 3. No. 3 
February 1979 

• A STUDENT PUBLICATION • COLLEGE Of THE MAINLAND • TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 77590 • 

VICE-PRESIDENT OF COMSA RESIGNS 
by Melanie Mayeaux 

Beverly Stephens, CO M's Student Association (CO MSA) vice-president of 
instruction, offically announced her resignation Wednesday, January 31. 

Stephens stated her major reason for resigning was COMSA's 
ineffectiveness as an organization. 

"I felt as if it was a waste of my time," said Stephens in a recent interview. 
"The organization wasn't doing anything effective for students. 

"The common answer to COMSA's lack of activities is that COM is a 
commuter college, and therefore there is little student interest. I don't believe this 
to be the complete answer. I feel the bureaucracy of this college, by giving 
COMSA no encourage_me.nt or any real decisive power, makes the organization 
ineffective," she said. · 

"Until COMSA is ready to challenge the 'COM-students-really-don't-care' 
attitude, the organization will remain totally ineffective. Unfortunately, with the 
present structure, I don't see change as an immediate possibility." 

Tom Herman, COM counselor, advises a student at registration. Due to increasing number of Taylor Claims Protests Unfounded 
students, this phase of _advisement is difficult to manage. Photo by Melanie Mayeaux 

New Group Coordinates Advisement 
by Melanie Mayeaux 
and Marian J. Stein 

by Lisa E. Barnes A cla~sification and 
compensation system for COM non-

Late in Fall Semester 1978 
Robert Shinn, Associate Dean for 
Learning Resources, was selected to 
coordinate student advisement. 
Robert Johnston, Director of 
Adm1ss1ons / Registrar, and Dr. 
W_arren Dodson, Manager of 
Counseling and Human Develop
ment Studies, are acting together 
with Shinn to complete the program. 
The three men have met several times 
to coordinate specific goals and 
problems which overlap into their 
specialized areas. 

"Because of a loosely-organized 
system," states Shinn, "folks haven't 
known who was actually responsible 
for the Student Advisement 
Program." 

Shinn feels that one of the 
group's priorties is to assure that the 
Permit to Register (PTR) form is 
complete, providing all the necessary 
information. 

"There are two problems 
connected with the PTR," Shinn 
says. "Many schools are slow in 
sending out a student's transcript, 
and the computer at COM is not 
always available for the Admissions 
Office use. 

"I feel positive about the 
program at this point because in the 
near future-possibly Fall Semester 
of 1979-many inconsistencies will 
be eliminated," says Shinn. 

Shinn also stated that another 
problem occurs during enrollment. 
During that time, advisement, 
scheduling, and testing are being held 

at the same time. 
. "At early registration for Spring 

of 1979, approximately 1,100-1,200 
students enrolled. It then becomes 
difficult to help the student on all 
phases," Shinn point'ed out. 

faculty staff members, adopted by 
the COM Board ofTrustees in spring 
1978, has been appealed by 36 of 250 
employees. 

The new system was recommended 
by Hayes and Associates, a Chicago 
research firm. 

COM President Dr. Fred 
Taylor, in a recent InterCOM 
interview, said he felt the protests of 

New Structure For Counseling Center 

by Kathleen Curtis 

Dr. Warren Dodson has replaced Bob Smith as supervisor of COM's 
Counseling and Human Development. 

After Smith resigned from COM 's administrative staff in September 1978, 
the Counseling and Development, Career Decisions, and Student Life groups 
were combined. Under Dodson's supervision, the capabilities of these groups 
have been expanded to include a human development non-credit course, and 
incorporate the COM Women's Center. 

Since becoming supervisor, Dodson has further developed the Total 
Learning Center (TLC) in the Learning Resources Center (LRC). This program 
combined reading and writing labs, and made a counselor available in the LRC 
Monday through Friday from 8 AM to 5 PM. He also made a counselor 
available in the Career Decisions Center Monday through Thursday from 8 AM 
to 8 PM to "better serve students enrolled in evening classes." 

The new mini-course added to the curriculum as part of the TLC is a human 
development non-credit course, directed by Tom Herman. The course is, 
designed for couple interaction, and began January 1979. 

The Woman's Center is located on the mezzanine of the LRCand headed by 
Barbara. Crews. (See elsewhere in this issue for more details on the \\'omen's 
Center. - ed.) 

Present counselors are Herman, Chester Stout, Roy Walker, Leroy August, 
and Dodson in the Career Decisions Center. These staffers also rotate on a four 
hour basis in the LRC. Dr. Althea Choates is the technical-vocational counselor 
in the Tee-Voe building. 

(continued on page 3) 

disgruntled employees were 
"unfounded" because ample 
information had been given all 
employees prior to passage of the 
system. 

The purpose of the study and 
new system, explained Taylor, was to 
provide an effective compensation· 
program for non-faculty staff 
members. 

"An institution of this size must 
have a method to determine proper 
compensation for duties performed," 
said Taylor. "With this system, we 
now have a way. 

"When representatives of Hayes 
and Associates arrived on-campus, 
faculty and staff meetings were held 
to explain a Hayes developed 
classification system in detail. This 
system is now in use at more than 30 
U.S. institutions of higher learning. 
The importance of the Position 
Description Questionnaire (used to 
determine classifications for salaries) 
was stressed. After Hayes and 
Associates representatives presented 
a recommended model, employees 
has a chance to appeal, update, or 
rework the questionnaire. 

"Salary increases," said Taylor, 
"will be decided by the Board. If an 
increase is approved, the minimum 
and maximum salary levels will be · 
raised throughout the entire system 
of COM compensation." 

"Each employee has the option 
to appeal for reclassification," said 
Taylor. "The Board will review these 
requests once a year. The appeal can 

(continued on page 3) 
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Comedy Of Errors 
by Lisa Barnes 

For the past five years, the Student Advisement Prograrr at COM has been 
in a state of ineffective confusion. Recently, steps have been taken to correct the 
situation. Dr. Don Mortevdt, Dean of Instruction, and Dr. Fem Ramirez, Dean 
of Student and College Services, are attempting to coordinate their respective 
departments to develop a working program of advisement. 

At one time, instructors had the responsibility for advisement. Students 
majoring in one field of study would be advised by an instructor expert in that 
field. The instructor held a portfolio on each student (including the student's 
academic history), which the advisor used to help the student. 

Unfortunately, this program was abandoned as COM 's enrollment 
increased. But many COM instructors have told InterCOM they would like to 
-see this program reinstituted. Dr. Don Mortvedt stated that the "old" program 
was satisfactory, but "a few needed changes~ would make to program ideal. 

Mortvedt feels there are four major points to the revamped program - - life 
goals, career goals, program evaluation, and courses needed. The student should 
talk to a counselor about life and career goals. After he decides on these two 
points, program choice and course load follow. After the student demonstrates 
ability in courses, he can then go on to an advisor for further help. 

Dr. Ramirez · is responsible for a new program called the Readiness 
Package. This plan is designed to contact each new student on the COM campus. 
Once each student is contacted by a counselor, and goals are decided upon, that 
student is assigned to a division. The Permit to Register (PTR) form, a 
condensed version ~f the students academic history, was orginally designed to 
aid advisors in helping students. 

The PTR should include achievement test scores (Scholastic Appitude Test, 
American College Testing, and College Appraisal, CO M's designed test), grade
point average, and a complete transcript from COM or other college 
institutions. If all this information was included, an advisor could help the 
student effectively. • 

The PTR doesn't work because there is possible a breakdown of 
communication· between the administration and the Admissions Office. The 
Admissions office is responsible for including the information on the PTR. The 
information fo~ _the PTR is keyed into the computer which then types the 
information onto the PTR. 

Many times the Admissions Office staff can9t get access to the computer to 
do their jobs because of the many uses the computer has on COM campus. 
Perhaps priority should be given to the Admissions Office when registration time 
is near. In any case, the two departments need to decide what should be done in 
order to make the PTR effective. 

Recently, Robert Shinn, Associate Dean for Leaming Resources, was 
assigned to coordinate advisement of students who have determined their major, 
and students returning for another semester at COM. Shinn feels that the PTR 
is still ineffective, but his major area of concern is the assigned advisor problem. 
Shinn wants the student to be assigned to a specific advisor instead of to a 
general division of study. Presently, the student is directed to a division and the 
secretary of that division assigns the student to an available advisor. 

04 Advisement. n states Shinn, "should not be just performed at registration. 
but throughout the year. The advisor needs to be an anchor for students.'' 

The theory is good, but it doesn't work in practice. The present breakdown 
of information and coordination between COM's administration. 
instructor/advisor, and the student is a comedy of errors. 

Lounging In The College Center 
by Karen Hoffman 

Are COM students actually allowed to use the lounge area in the College 
Center after the snack bar closes at 6 PM? 

COM policy states that the lounge area in the College Center is open from 8 
AM - 10 PM, M-F, for all students, according to Joe Faulk, head of COM's 
maintenance department. Some janitors have been asking students to leave the 
College Center aft~r 7 PM unless they have classes in the building. This is 
inaccurate information, Faulk says. 

Janitors are given permission by Faulk to close a building early only if it is 
vacant. This is done for security of campus buildings and for the safety of 

· janitors cleaning buildings. 
Students have the right to use the lounge in the College Center from 8 AM 

10 PM, M-F. The College Center is for students' use. It is not run at the 
convenience of COM maintenance and snack bar employees. 

COMSA 
by Betty Nolley 

The COMSA meeting of January 25, which had been posted as closed to 
students, was held with Melanie Mayeaux, representing InterCOM, in 
attendance. Since COMSA is made up of elected representatives of the student 
body, excluding students from their meetings clearly runs counter to their 
established purpose. 

Kurt Koopman, COMSA President, stated that lack of student input and 
interest are among the reasons for COM SA 's ineffectiveness. The simplest way 
to rectify this situation is for C::OMSA to publicize their meetings and invite 
student participation. 

Re-writing the COMSA constitution (which Koopman says will begin at 
the next meeting) would provide an excellent opportunity to stimulate student 
involvement. Copies of the old constitution could be made available, so students 
can study it and propose changes to make student government inore responsive 
and effective. 

According to the present constitution, a majority of the student body may 
propose amendments to the document. "A two thirds majority of the student 
electors voting in a special election called for this purpose," the constitution 
states, must ratify any changes or approve the adoption of a new constitution. 
Since the students' approval is required, it is thus in COMSA's interest to 
promote students' shar-ing in the revision process. 

Student Evaluation? 
by Marian J. Stein 

Most COM students have completed the Student Assessment of 
Systematic Instruction (SASI) form. The student feedback provided by SAS ls is 
used by instructors to evaluate b~th their courses and teaching ability. SASI 
forms are filled out by COM students at the end of every semester. 

SASis are mandatory for part-time instructors, yet optional for full-time. 
All instructors who do not use SASls must provide students with another 
method to evaluate their classes, decided upon by that instuctor. 

If a stu~ent wishes to complain about some problem concerning the class or 
the instructor, the student is urged to speak first with the department chairman. 

A problem which often arises with the SASI is that students often fail to 
take the forms seriously. Instructors use SASI to make improvements or 
changes in classes for the following semester, and have a difficult time sorting 
out honest opinions from less serious ones. 

Music In The College Center 
by Karen Hoffman 

Many students at COM have wondered why music in the College Center is 
not played on a daily basis. 

There is a wide range of musical taste at COM. Not all musical tastes can be 
satisfied at the same time, and there is only one stereo system in the College 
Center. 

Different methods of satisfying all musical tastes have been tried but none 
were satisfactory. Different radio stations were played hourly, then daily. 
Country, soul, classical and rock were alternated for hourly periods, but 
students who liked one kind of music complained about the other types. 

Music will continue to be absent from the College Center until a satisfactory 
method of meeting all musical needs at COM is found. Suggestions should be 
sent to the Career Decisions Center, or phoned to ext. 413. 
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by Melanie Mayeaux 

Intelligence is defined by Ayn Rand in The New Left as "The abi~ity to d_eal 
with a broad range of abstractions." It separates hu~ns from othe_r life species. 

The human power to reason in a logical or rational manne~ is one of our 
·greatest assets; using this power for the betterment of oneself is our greatest 
achievement. How does anyone gain the knowledge n~sary to_ fu~y develop 
mental and intellectual potential? The traditional way m Amenca is through 
public and formal education. . 

Educational institutions in the U.S. are at least meant to be orgamzed 
storehouses of knowledge. Their function is to provide those who approach 
them with information or training in both specific and gene~ areas.~ present 
system requires by law that American children attend pu_blic school until the age 
of 16. After that point, it is each student's voluntary choice as to whether or not 

he or she continues. . 
The main reason most people continue to study is to gain a more effective 

use of the power of intelligence. This power - - and this power alone - - gives 
people the singularly human ability to create wealth. . 

Strengthening any human's ability to produce a se~-c~o~n, _sat1Sfactory 
work is a most positive aspect of education. Academic 10stitut1ons shoul~ 
continue to update their programs to ever-more-fully develop each person s 
chosen goals and potential. 

Unfortunately, the present U.S. education system generally does_ n?t 
promote creative or individual thought. Most instructors conduct an exerc1Se 10 

memorization; students often pattern what they think, instead of h~~- By 
restricting human individualism and self-actualimtion (inefficient qualit1e~ to 
those interested in controlling people), industrial and technological 
advancements are also restricted. 

Our schools are outstanding in that they are still offering~ vari~ty of fiel~s 
of study, through which people choose and gain competence m their academic 
specialities. They are lacking - - in their "factory" approach. 

College Degree or Work Experience? 

Why not both? 

College -of the Mainland 
Coo:Jlerative * 
Edtication ~=- • 

·1 

Cooper~tive Education is designed to allow you to combine classroom theory with · 
on-the-job paid work experience by alternating periods of training with peri~ds of study. 
College credit toward your AA or AAS degree is earned for each work expenence. The 

. salary provided can aid you in off setting educational expenses. 

Co-0p opportunities are available in Business, Government and Social Ser~ce 
agencies. Call now for enrollment information: 938-1211 or complete and mail the 
attached coupon. 

Co~r~v-:i:ducatio:C=ciTn'a't;-- - - -
College of the Mainland 
8001 Palmer Highway 
Texas City, Texas 77590 

----------
Please send me information about Cooperative Education. 

Name ________________________ _ 

Address _______________________ _ 

Qty ____________ tate ____ Zip ______ _ 

Telephone. __________ Major------------

by Bobby Hanna 

A widely accepted American idea is that college is essential to anyone 
determined to succeed in our highly-specialized and intergrated society. 

Certainly, there are those who, through some combination of chance and 
financial planning, achieve a degree of success without advanced degrees. 
"Financial" is the buzzword, for the U.S. criterion for measuring every person's 
worth is economic success. 

Americans may admire a poet or sympathize with a social crusader, but pay 
most homage to industrial giants. The name of a successful businessman may 
not be as familiar to the reader as that of Ralph Nader but it is not supposed to 
be; a more subtle technique of deference perpetuates -his power. 

Though not all colleg~ucated people become industrial giants, the 
largest percentage of industrial giants are college-educated. The remainder of 
those with college degrees play a lesser role in the capitalist system. Colleges are 
instruments of a far-from-perfect society to sustain its own imperfections. 

Popular rhetoric outlines the functions of our education institutions as for 
"higher learning." They are not so much concerned with uhigher tearing" as with 
"higher earning." Colleges produce the majority of those who become America's 
elite. In doing so, colleges profoundly shape the opinions and judgeme_nts of the 
elite. If the elitists dominating our society show little concern for the public (i,e., 
the "public be damned" attitude originating in the late 1800s), then our learning 
institutions have failed. 

Colleges are often a laboratory for the development of ideas. Social c·hange 
ofen has its organized beginnings on U.S. campuses, as evidenced by the antiwar 
and civil rights movements in the 1960s. Karl Marx develope(;I many of his ideas 
at the University of Bonn. Social change does not originate on-campus_, as many 
still believe. As Kautsky wrote, "The first impulse for all social change comes 
from economic conditions. "But the idea of change is developed to a large degree 
on campuses. If our colleges are but another means by·_ whi~h muJtinational 
corporations perpetuate themselves, then what stimulae ex~st f ~r ideological 
variation and change? . . . 

What we see is a veritable academic wasteland, where the original priorities 
and values of education have been altered to accomodate economic feasibility. 
Our learning instutuions yearly produce countless accountants, teachers, and 
architects. Short of flooding the market with fresh elitist material, what do these 
people accomplish? They are little concerned with betterment of mankind. 

The college's concern is continuance of institutions. Robert Kennedy 
observed that the future of a nation is "determined by the opinions of the young 
people under the age of 25." If these young people have few worthy ideas or 
opinions, what ~ay one deduce ab~ut the future of America? 

COUNSELING CENTER 
(cont. from page l) 

The counselors' primary 
resonsibility is to "meet the needs of 
the students," says Dodson. "They 
discharge this responsibility through 
human development courses, career 
orientation, and practical classroom 
experience." 

"It is ironic how reluctant 
people can be to identify 
themselves," says Dodson. "'We go to 
a doctor on a regular basis but we 
neglect our heads, We tend to forget 
that life is a growth experience.You 
can go through life and not grow at 
all. The decision is up to the 
individual." 

Dodson holds a BA in biology 
and chemistry from University of 
Arkansas at Pine Bluff, and an MA 
in guidance counseling and juvenile 
correction from Southern Illinois 
University. He secured his doctorate 
in counseling education from the 
University of Arkansas at 
Fayetteville. 

Dodson has worked for the state 
of Illinois as a research scientist at the 
Institute of Social Policy and for the 
governor's office. In Arkansas, he 
was veteran counselor and Director 
of Veteran Affairs at West Ark 
Community College. 

TAYLOR CLAJMS 
( cont. from page I) 

come from the employee himself, or 
his immediate supervisor." 

Information provided by a 
recent lnterCOM poll of college 
employees showed that major 
criticism of the system was two-fold. 
Employees felt that only vague and 
inconclusive information was 
availa-ble about the system, and there 
was(no f esalution of what happens 
when t~(: maximum salary range is 
reaebe~ 

The ~rcentage of 36 Jf 250 
employees (14.4 percent), according 
to Taylor, was an appeal level "well 
within the recommended effective
ness guidelines established by Hayes 
and Associates. 9! He 'pointed out that 
some appealing employees, because 
of new information and increased job 
duties, will be eligible for possible 
reclassification when the COM 
Board reviews status of employees in 
1979. 

"Had Hayes and Associates not 
explained the system throughly, the 
criticisms would be founded, ~Taylor 
said. 

"Whenever you deal with 
people's jobs, there will always be 
some dissatisfaction," he said. "I 
believe this system will prove 
productive to everyone, in the long 
run." 
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by Nancy Schultz 

Kit van Cleave, COM instructor 
in English and Journalism, is 
librettist of a song cycle entitled "Day 
of Love," which will be performed _ 
February 25 at Alice Tully Hall, 
Lincoln Center for the Performing 
Arts, in New York City. 

Fourteen poems from van 
Cleave's first poetry book, Day of 
Love, have been set to music by 
American composer Thomas 
Pasatieri. The song cycle will be 
interpreted by the distinguished U.S. 
mezzo-soprano Frederica von Stade. 

Two other cycles have also been 
set by Pasatieri from van Cie:ave's 
second book of poetry, Amourette, 
which was given initial publication in 
November 1978. 

This is van Cleave's first year to 
be a full-time instructor at COM. She 
had previously taught part-time for 
three years at COM. After a long
time career in corporate public 
affairs, she began free-lance writing 
fulltime in 1976. 

PHI THETA KAPPA 
INITIATION TEA 

SUNDAY, MARCH 18 
2:00-3:00 

COLLEGE CENTER 
(For Info. contact Brenda Brown/JoAnn 
Pevoto at ext. 2U.) 

Communications 
Labs Meshed 

by Betty Monych 

CO M's reading and writing labs 
were combined January 4 after six 
months of planning. 

The labs were combined "to 
provide adequate services to the total 
college and to utilize our staff to the 
maximum capacity," said Total 
Leaming Center sponsor Dorothy 
Crockett. 

She and Brent Jarrett help 250-
275 students per week with both 
reading and writing. 

"The facilities are open to 
anyone who wants to improve 
reading and writing skills . . People 
who come to us need assistance with 
writing skills - - organization of 
paragraphs, grammar, punctuation, 
and spelling. Professionals come in 
to take speed-reading courses. High 
school students come who want to 
better prepare for college," said 
Crockett. 

Students who come to the Total 
Leaming Center are those sent by 
their English teachers, drop-ins who 
feel they need help with reading or 
writing skills, or those presently 
enrolled in reading and writing 
courses. 
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"The first time I became 
interested in journalism was when I 
was eight years old, "van Cleave says. 
"My sister and I wrote a newspaper 
and printed it by hand. All about the 
gossip of our friends' parents. It 
really seemed a success, because all 
the kids bought the first issue to read 
the gossip about everybody's 
parents. Then the adults bought out 
the second issue to see what the 
gossip was. My parents prevented 
subsequent issues," she recalls. The 
paper sold for two cents. 

Van Cleave did not become 
interested in a writing career until her 
sophomore year at North Texas 
State University in Denton. She went 
to college as a pre-med major, but 
changed her mind "after trying to cut 
up frogs." 

She began publishing poetry 
that year in the Avesta, NTSU's 
literary magazine, which had 
published other NTSU students like 
Larry McMurtry. In addition to 
writing poetry, she has sold her first 
novel, and is currently writing a 
second about Houston Grand Opera. 
She continues to write monthly 
columns of American magazines, 
among them Houston Home and 
Garden. 

She notes with a wistful grin that 
writing is a lonely profession and 
adds, "That's one reason I'm so 
thrilled to be at COM, with 
interesting and committed people 
who share my basic value system." 

If she were not a writer, what 
profession would she like to pursue? 

"I'd like to be a piano player in a 
dark bar," she says. 

Biology Students 
by Betty Nolley 

Paul Williamson, COM biology 
teacher, reports he has taken two 
groups of 15 students each to Texas 
Heart Institute at St. Luke's Hospital 
to view open heart surgery. 

He plans to take at least one 
more group this spring. 

Since 80 percent of COM's 
biology students are in nursing or 
allied health fields, he explained, the 
opportunity to see real operations in 
progress gives the students a preview 
of the work they will actually be 
doing after graduation. 

Students saw coronary by-pass 
surgery and several other operations 
from the viewing dome directly 
above three operating rooms in St. 
Luke's, Williamson said. The 
procedures were very efficient and 
the doctors highly specialized, he 
continued. 

Williamson has discussed with 
officials of University of Texas 
Medical Branch (UTMB) at 
Galveston, about allowing COM 
students to view dissected cadavers 
and video tapes used in training 
UTMB students. A few of the tapes 
were seen at night by COM students, 
and Williamson plans to look at the 
entire collection this summer, in an 
effort to select those most useful in 
teaching anatomy and physiology. 

van Cleave 

Woman Official 
by Betty Monych 

COM physical education 
student Vikki Boullion has been 
selected as an associate member of 
the Southwest Basketball Official 
Association (SBOA), making her the 
second woman ever to be offered 
membership. 

Boullion calls junior high games 
in La Marque, Santa Fe, Hitchcock, 
and Friendswood. 

In her brief career of officiating 
games, Boullion once kicked a coach 
out of a game, and was verbally 
harrassed "by two old men in grey
vested suits." Boullion and the other 
game official ran into trouble when 
they threw out a seventh-grade coach 
after calling three technical fouls on 
him. 

"In Friendswood, there were 
these two 65-70 year old men at 
opposite ends of the court who kept 
yelling and staring at me," she recalls. 
"One yelled in a squeaky voice, 
'Come on honey, blow the whistle, 
get it going.' The other had a 
high 'pitched voice and he kept 
saying, 'Come on, sweetie, get in the 
game. Why are you here, anyway?' 

"The game had slowed up, so I 
had to keep from laughing at them. 
They were so funny,"she recalls. 

Boullion called her first 
basketball game in Hitchcock 
against Santa Fe on December 3. 

"I had butterflies in my 
stomach. The other official was late, 
so I almost had to call the game by 

myself," she said. The game was 
delayed for fifteen minutes and the 
other official finally showed up. 

Boullion said officials are paid 
the amount of the average of each 
quarter. 

"If each quarter goes eight 
minutes, I get eight dollars per game. 
There are two games at each ~chool, 
except in tournaments. A few 
schools, like Hitchcock, pay mileage 
also/' she says. 

In June she plans to put in for 
full SBOA membership. She 
presently calls junior high and high 
school games. If she remains an 
official, she will eventually call 
college and professional games. 

Boullion, who has never played 
basketball, gained her officiating 
experience at COM. 

"I taught myself how to shoot. 
Right now, I'm working on my left 
handed shots. I plan to transfer to 
Sam Houston State University or 
UH central campus. After I get out of 
college, I would like to try out for the 
Houston Angels, a professional 
basketball team," she said. 

Boullion encourages other 
women to become basketball 
officials. 

"Women get along better in the 
girl's basketball games than men. To 
be an official, you have to know 
basketball, be willing to work, apd be 
able to keep up." 

GOOD 
WORK. 

TYPIST WANTS 
FAST, RELIABLE. 

WILL TYPE TABLES, 
TERM PAPERS, ETC. 

986-5639 
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BLACK AMERICAN CELEBRATION AT COM 

~~ 

COM student Darlene Ellis models typical school attire at a fashion show during recent 
Black History Festivities. photo by Betty Monych 

llegal Grade 

Changes Impossible 

by Lucille McGaskey 

It's virtually impossible for stu
dents to illegally change their grades 
at COM, assures Dr._ Robert Johnston, 
Director of Admission Records/Regis-
trar. 

In lnterCOM Issue Vol. 3, No. 3, 
February 1979, the opening paragraph 
of "New Structure for Counseling 
Center" read "Dr. Warren Dodson has 
replaced Bob Smith as supervisor of 
COM 's Counseling and Human De
velopment." This information is incor
rect. Bob Smith was Director of Stu
dent life. When Smith resigned, 
Counseling, Human Development, Ca
reer Decisions, and Student life were 
combined. Dodson took the position 
of Manager of Counseling and Human 
Development Studies. 

--Kathleen Curtis 

by Lucille McGaskey and Lisa E. Barnes 

The Association of Women Students sponsored Black-American Festivities·at 
COM Sunday, February 11, in conjunction with Black History Month. 

Guest after-dinner speaker was newly-elected U.S. Congressman George 
"Mickey" Leland. 

Guest Speaker Leland delivered a prepared speech on human and Black rights. 
Long active in community projects, Leland explained the battle for acceptance 
is not over for Blacks, but still has a "long road to travel." 

Leland pointed out that discrimination and prejudice still happen to Blacks 
as well as other minorities. 

"If the people band together, there is no obstacle we can't conquer together. 
because it's people who make things happen," he said. 

Several church groups from the community and surrounding areas participa

ted in the festival and spread an "old-time religion" feeling throughout the COM 

auditorium. The program included gospel singing, musical presentations reflec
tive of the Black experience, films depicting historical moments in Black history, 
a dinner, and a fashion show. 

Pastor George Singleton and church group members acted out a musical nar
rative of Black history. Singleton believes this type of program is very much 
needed. 
· "Blacks have contributed in the past and still are," he said," and I'm happy 

to be here." He has worked with the General Baptist Convention and the Bicen
tennial Program. 

The COM Student Center was turned into a gallery, walls lined with many 
varieties of Black art, including displays of African sculptures. 

Fashion show entertainment was provided by Bonnie Cummings and models. 
"Southern down-home cooking" was provided by Sedalia Catering Service of 
Texas City. The menu included lima beans, black-eyed peas, okra and tomatoes, 
mustard greens, ham hocks, candied yams, chicken and dressing, meat loaf, 
cornbread, pound cake, and peach cobbler. 

Alexander Pratt, COM Chairman of Social Sciences, and his wife held a recep
tion at their home for Leland and other members of the community. Every 
facet of the day's program was conducted by people from the Texas City area 
Black community. 

Instructors follow standard proced
ures and fonns in changing grades. The 
forms consist of three copies: a white 
copy for admissions, yellow· for in
structors, and pink for the student. 

COM's Computer System Defended 
Grade changes were formerty done 

in COM's computer center, but are 
being reverted to Admissions for se
curity purposes. 

Until ~cently, heads of depart
ments were the only ones to change 
grades. They were to personally r~port 
to the Admissions office and hand
change grades. Now instructors fill 
out grade change forms and return 
them to Admissions after students 
have completed course objectives. 

Johnston replied, "Part-time in
structors probably don't know pro
cedures, and maybe some full-time 
instructors can't recall the procedures 
off-hand." 

Most grade changes occur during 
the beginning of a semester. Admis
sions must give registration priority 
over grade changes, unless a student 
requests a transcript. Then the stu
dent must allow Admissions 24 hours 
to complete it. 

COM students have often question
ed the efficiency and reliability of 
COM's computer system, especially 
during registration and in processing 
financial aid payments. 

The Hewlett-Packard . 3000 com
puter, located in the COM Tech-Voe 
building (the main computer center 
for COM) handles records for the li
brary, accounts payable, registration, 
financial aid, student testing, educa
tional r~, nor,,credit counes, 
credit course grades, and the Danforth 
campus apprenticeship program, ac
cording to Don Armstrong, COM sys
tems analyst. 

The COM computer has core stor
age for 324 K (thousand) characters, 
with 19 terminals located around cam
pus, Armstrong said. Five are in the 
administration building, one in testing, 
one in the career center, one in the 
library, one at the Danforth campus, 
four in the math-science · build.ing, 

Analysis by Betty Nolley 

three in Tech-Voe, and the remainder 
in the computer center. Over half of 
the terminals are used for instruction, 
Armstrong explained. 

The computer is equipped with 
four disc drives and two tape drives, 
he stated. The three separate disc units 
provide over 4,000 files for additional 
storage, he continued. 

"It is an open-shop system," Arm
~trong explained, "open to students 
almost all the time. On nights and 
week-ends, instructors can ·dial in· or 
use tenninals in their offices. 

"There is a lot more security of in
formation in the system than is evident 
to students," Armstrong said. "Stu- ' 
dents do not help run grades or per
mits to register. Access to personal in
fonna.~on and tests is restricted. lists 
of students, with their addresses, are 
given out only on orders from the 
registrar." 

Four computer languages can be 

used on the H-P 3000: Fortran, Cobol, 
Basic, and RPG, according to Arm
strong. 

The down-time, he claims, has been 
"less than for most types of computer 
systems." Since January 1, he says, 
the computer has been down only for 
two full days, including one for main
tenance. 

For two additional davs, computer 
service was limited .to students because 
"the files couldn't be backed up," 
Armstrong said. The files could not be 
copied on qpe, so changes made to 
them would be lost if the system went 
completely down, he explained. 

On February 8, however, during 
, the interview with Annstrong, the 
computer went down, due apparendy 
to a change put in by a Hewlett
Packard technician. After about an 
hour of work, the computer was still 
not in operation. 

cont. on page 4 
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Fire Safety Infractions Discovered 

by Melanie Mayeaux and Lisa E. Barnes 

A problem which could seriously endanger the lives of all people at COM is 
neglect of a continuing fire program by Maintenance and Security. A recent 
lnterCOM investigation showed four serious infractions. ' 

According to Joe Faulk, COM Director of Building and Grounds, the state 
does not require sprinkler systems in buildings made of non-combustible mate
rials. This means the only way to stop a fire at COM is with fir'e extinguishers. 

When asked how many fire extinguishers were on campus, Joe Rotramel, 
COM Security Officer in charge of the extinguishers, replied, "I really don't 
have any idea. I would guess about 250." It was learned by lnterCOM that 
Rotramel recently conducted an inspection of the fire extinguishers. When 
asked if he now knew how many were on campus, he replied, "I inspected all 
that I could find, and the total came to 79." Out of the 79, nine need to be re
filled, and seven are missing altogether. Therefore, 5% of the fire extinguishers 
on campus are of no use at all. 

There are no existing records or blueprints available which state the number 
or location of fire extinguishers on campus. According to M.J. Anderson, ,Chief 
Fire Marshall of Texas City, all fire extinguishers in buildings for public use must 
be checked once a year. He also stated that if extinguishers were the two chemi
cal types (CO2 or dry chemical), the person inspecting them must be licensed by 
the state because they must be weighed. This is not the requirement for water
type extinguishers because they have gauges which indicate if they are in work
ing order. All three types are used at COM. 

Inspection of COM fire extinguishers is done by Rotramel. He is not licensed 
by the .staie. Only some extinguishers have inspection tags. Some existing tags 
on COM extinguishers indicate there have been lapses of up to four years be
tween inspections. 

According to Faulk, when enough extinguishers need tending to justify a trip 
from Houston, the Texas Fire and Safety Company will be called to come and 
repair them. New ones will be ordered to replace the missing ones. When asked 
what back-up procedures are used, he replied, "We have back-up extinguishers 
to fill the shortage." According to Rotramel, there are no back-up extinguishers. 

In case of a small fire, don't panic and reach for a fire extinguisher. If you 
can find one, and if it is one of the 16 that is not working, call the fire depart
ment and let someone who is equipped and qualified handle it. 

Is The Privacy Act Working? 
by Betty Nolley 

Former COM student Margaret Baier reports that the COM Registrar's Office 
turned down her telephone request, on February 16, to allow her husband to 
fill out forms to have her transcript sent to her. 

"While I was employed by COM as a student assistant, my husband was 
allowed to pick up my paycheck if necessary," she stated. 

"Furthermore, I know after having worked at COM that any secretary or 
instructor can go look at my file without even a phone call from me," she 
continued. 

Baier wrote, in a subsequent request for an official copy of her transcript, 
"It is a sham·e that the privacy act of Texas is such an annoyance to the very 
people it is to protect." 

Dr. Robert A. Johnston, COM Director of Admissions/Registrar, replied, in 
a letter to Baier, "I am sorry if you were inconvenienced when you were asked, 
by one of our staff members, to ... provide this office with written permission to 
release your academic record to your husban~ ... This procedure has been estab
lished in accordance with the law .. .If you feel that the Privacy Act is not func
tioning properly and would like to discuss this concern, please let me know." 

It appears there is some confusion among students about procedures to be 
followed in requesting transcripts. Perhaps a copy of the Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, and the COM policies regarding release of 
academic records, could be posted in the Registrar's Office for the enlighten
ment of all concerned. 

BECOME A COLLEGE CAMPUS DEALER 
1 

Sell Brand Name Stereo Components at lowest prices 
High profits - NO INVESTMENT REQUIRED 

For details, contact: FAD Components, Inc. 
65 Passaic Ave., P.O. Box 689, Fairfield, New Jersey 07006 

Ilene Orlowsky 201-227-6800 
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'Found' Department Lost? 

by Marian J. Stein 

COM's lost-and-found department is presently located in the maintenance 
building. Security Officer Joe Rotramel holds the only key available to the cabi
net containing lost items. When an item is found on campus it is sent (often 
through campus mail) to the maintenance department, where it is placed in the 
locked cabinet. The item is not tagged or logged in any way; no attempt is made 
to locate the owner. 

COM staff or students trying to locate a lost item (even the lost-and-found 
department) can be easily confused. No signs are posted on campus as to its loca
tion; the phone extension is listed as 403, yet the COM operator suggests ano
ther extension, COM's information desk yet another. Students who can find lost
and-found often can't check for lost items when Rotramel isn't in the office. Joe 
Faulk, head of Maintenance and Security, has suggested students return when 
Rotramel is in the· office. Generally,- however, no mention is made as to his exact 
office hours, and appointments are not given for lost-item retrieval. There are no 
set hours for lost-and-found; the personnel consists of maintenance office per
sonnel. 

lnterCOM staff members came up with the following suggestions for better 
service to COM by the lost-and-found department. 

Items entering lost-and-found should be tagged as to 1) when and where they 
were found; 2) be assigned an identification number. The items should then be 
(3) logged with the same information and 4) locked in a "safe" area. 5) Location 
and hours of the department should be posted in various places on campus, and 
6} forms should be available in various locations for students to use in describ
ing lost items, providing time and place lost. 7) Forms should be sent or taken to 
the lost-and-found department and cross-checked by the monitor of the "safe" 
area. If unsuccessful in finding the item, the monitor should 8) then let the stu
dent in to look himself, checking any claimed items 9) against the original des
cription. 10) A release should be signed by the student when the retrieved items. 
and the description written by the student are compared and the item is released. 

Many lnterCOM staff members felt the lost-and-found department should be 
moved to the College Center, and full-time personnel hired as monitors. A final 
suggestion was to relocate the department in the gym behind the desk in the 
lobby. This location would allow those looking for lost items to come as late as 
10 PM. The lost items could be logged and tagged, and index cards containing 
the same information could be used for quick reference. 

Yearbook For COM? 

a I would like to see a COM yearbook produced next year. 

D I would not like to see a COM yearbook produced next year. 

D I would buy a yearbook. 

a I would prefer a rise in Student Activities fee to cover yearbook costs. 

Please send through interoffice mail to Kit van Cleave, Humanities, 
LRC Suite B, or drop in lnterCOM box in the College Center, Snack Bar. 

J 
I 
~ 
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TO ALL COM STUDENTS 

How many of you on this campus know the name of your Dean of Student 
and College services? How many of you know the name of your Dean of In
struction? Chances are most students on COM's campus do not know the answer 
to either of the above questions, and it is not your fault. They are respectively 
Fern Ramirez, and Donald Mortvedt, and the reason most of you don't know 
them is because the majority of the time they are behind closed doors. I am 
Kurt Koopman, your COMSA president, and you will often see me on campus, 

but chances are not know me due to my lack of knowledge in the field of public 
relations. 

Students at College of the Mainland have gotten the shaft entirely too long. 
Last year alone, the major goal of over half the divisions on campus dealt with 
the computer system, not students. If by chance you inquire about this, you will 
be told it has all been done to help the students. Even if this is true, the benefits 
do not seem very rewarding. One faculty member on this campus told me (and 
I quote), "Little money is given to COM student activities because they are not 
looked upon as being important." I hope you feel the same as I do in believing 
that student activities are very important. Let the administrators know how you 
feel-that this is not only a community college, but also a college for credit stu
dents. Otherwise, we will continue to view COM as a junior college stepping 
stone on our way to a university. 

Let the administration know if you are in favor of higher academic standards, 
let them know if you are in support of alcohol on campus. Just make sure what
ever it is you favor, you voice your opinion. Students do have certain rights, 
regardless of the administration's feelings on the subject. I, for one, will support 
you all the way. 
Kurt Koopmann 
PRESIDENT 
COM Student Association 

Comparison Of Textbook Costs 
by Beverly Stephens 

With this semester came the usual number of complaints, "The UH book
store charges less than the bookstore here." 

One student told lnterCOM that her brother bought Psychology (Morris) for 
less at UH. 

By talking to Richard Tucker, UH bookstore employee, lnterCOM found out 
that Psychology (Morris) is no longer a preferred text at UH and is no longer 
available at the bookstore. 

Interested by the price "difference" at UH and COM, lnterCOM did some 
comparative shopping. 

Book 

Biology 
Organic Chemistry 
Handbook of Current English 
Workbook for above text 

COM Price 

$ 18.15 
23.50 
8.10 
6.10 

UH Price 

$17.95 
22.95 

7.95 
5.00 

UH had very few other books used by COM. No political science books used at 
COM are sold at UH. 

While the surface prices are cheaper at UH, other factors should be taken into 
sondieration. 

"UH buys books on annual or bi-annual basis," says Tucker--every six 
months or a year. In that time period, newer editions and updated editions 
often come out. Also, costs of publishing rise during that time. 

Another factor contributing to the higher prices is that COM orders books 
only a few weeks in advance. The English 131 handbook and workbooks were 
ordered in November, according to the invoice Director of Auxiliary Services 
David Rae showed lnterCOM. 

Each bookstore has its own mark-up policy. "UH marks books up 200/4 
from the unit price," stated Tucker. 

"We add two percent to the suggested price for freight and shipping. This 
process began with higher shipping costs caused by the oil shortage of a few 
years ago," stated Rae. 

"Any profits made by the bookstore are returned to the bookstore, in hopes 
that it will some day be self-supporting," added Rae. 

Rae also mentioned a music scholarship the bookstore has helped fund. 
On March 1, 1979, at 9:30 AM, during a phone interview about when UH 

ordered a certain book, Tucker stated, "I can't help you right now because I'm 
the only one here." Should a bookstore which serves a community as large as 
the UH community have only one employee on duty? 

Taking into consideration the cost of gas, the availability of the books, and 
the time spent to go to UH, is it really cheaper to buy your books at UH? 

I 

Lois Fleck (I) and Jerry Deloney played leading roles in COM Community Theatre's 
Macbeth. 

MACBETH Production Successful 
REVIEW by Betty Nolley 

COM's Community Theatre pro
duction of Macbeth, which opened 
February 8, was an ambitious and, on 
the whole, successful venture. 

The greatest credit goes to per
cussionist Cliff Mabry. His excellent 
performance did most to create and 
sustain the mood of the drama. Addi
tional sound effects (taped by COM 
singers and Macbeth cast members and 
played by Jane Watson), the three 
trumpeters, and the lighting (designed 
by Margaret Baier) were also highly 
effective. 

Direction by Jack Westin and script 
preparation by J im Glenn made the 
lines and action of the play clear and 
easy to follow. The staging was excit
ing. The climax generated considerable 
suspense, even though the audience 
knew how the play was going to turn 
out. 

The witches (Bennie Nipper, Doris 
Shumaker and Kaaren Beale) gave out
standing performances. Jerry Delony, 
making his COM debut as Macbeth, 
and Reggie Schwander as Banquo were 
both good, particularly in the banquet 
scene, where Macbeth is unnerved by 
the appearance of Banquo's ghost. 

Lois Fleck (Lady Macbeth) was 
fine for most of the play, but her mad 

ASSERTIVENESS TRAINING 
WORKSHOP 

A Training Workshop is being sched
uled for staff people the third week of 
April. Those who have signed up will 
be contacted. If others are interested, 
please call Women's Center. For info 
call ext. 363 or 365. 

INTERESTED IN WOMEN'S ISSUES? 

Attend a meeting scheduled for March 
28, 1979, Noon, L247A. Such sub
jects as choosing a career, math fear 
and transportation will be discussed. 

CAREER DEVELOPMENT FOR 
WOMEN 

Free seminars sponsored by Women's 
Center and Division of Business are 
scheduled for April 23, 1979, 6:30 pm 
to 9:30 pm in the College Center, 
Room 203B. Please register by April 
18, 1979, ext. 363 or 365. 

scene came across merely as a bad 
nightmare, not as descent into suicidal 
depression. The rest of the cast was 
adequate. 

The set, designed by Reggie 
Schwander with concealed cauldrons 
and passageways, was both clever and 
functional. Costumes by Odette Rubin 
were original, yet evocative of the 
distant past. 

Scenes flowing from one to another 
without a break {except for changes 
in lighting or sound effects) gave the 
impression of an Elizabethan produc
tion. 

It is great to have access to live 
productions of masterworks such as 
Macbeth, although one misses the ring
ing British accents of the BBC. At any 
rate, British repertory companies need 
not lose sleep worrying about being 
supplanted as the leading interpreters 
of Shakespeare by COM 's theatre 
group. 

Curiously, William Shakespeare was 
not given credit as the play's author. 
in the program. He may not mind, 
since he has been dead for more than 
360 years. However, it still seems 
fitting that he should at least be 
mentioned. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • • • • d • : Leffers to the E itor : 
• • • • • • 
Take the piano out of the College 
Center. I cannot study because of the 
noise. A Student 

Q: Is it illegal to put a police radio 
monitor in my car? - S.S., San Marcos 
A: A monitor no. . . a transmitter, 
yes. If you take a monitor along with 
you on a trip, be warned that it is 
illegal to have either transmitter or 
monitor in some states. 
Q: How many DWI convictions are 
allowed before the state suspends your 
driver's license? - G.G., Dallas 
A: All you need is one conviction of 
driving while intoxicated (DWI) to 
have your license suspended for a 
year. It's not automatic, but at the 
discretion of the judge. 
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Director Larry Stanley, accompanist Ken Arnold, and COM Singers rehearse for the Gulf 

Coast Intercollegiate Conference Choir Festival. photo by Melanie Mayeaux 

FANTASTICKS To Open Soon 

by Kathleen Curtis 

'lhe Fantasticks, one of Broad
way's most enduring musicals, opens 
in the COM Arena Theatre March 29. 

The show runs through April 28 
on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 
at 8 P.M. Three Sunday matinees are 
at 2:30 P.M. April 1, 8 and 22. 

Assistant Theatre Coordinator Reg
gie Schwander was originally selected 
to direct but due to his temporary 
llness, Roger Stallings, COM drama 
and speech instructor, has taken on 
the assignment. 

"The musical is a story of living, 
loving, and learning," says Stallings. 
"A boy and girl grow idealistically 
into love at a time in their lives when 
love is nothing more than a poem or 
thing to do. The play symbolically 
takes us through the unrealistic dreams 
of moonlight lovers, and carries us 
into the scorching daylight realities 
of what it truly means to be in love. 

"After a quarrel with Luisa, Matt 
leaves home to discover the world, 
and finds its brutal realities. The girl 
falls in love with El Gallo (who also 
serves as narrator) only to be deserted 
by him in an hour: of need. Having 
grown a little, the boy becomes a man 
and the girl a woman. They learn to 
love amid realities and not dreams," 
says Stallings. 

El Gallo will be played by Jere my 
laurents, Luisa by Kathy Huff, and 
Matt by Billy Nowell. Hucklebee (Gus 
Babb) is the boy's father and Bellomy 
(Darwin Miller) is Luisa's. They plot 
to get the children together by pre
tending to be enemies. An old actor 
named Henry will be played by Andy 
Anderson, and Martimer, his sidekick, 
by Bob Mitchell. A mute (Sis Brown
ing) reminds the audience that this is 
"only a play," by pulling symbolic 
moonlight and sunlight out of a prop 
box. Browning "adds a type of mater
nal sensitivity to the part, since the 
play only deals with the fathers' point 
of view," says Stallings. 

Jeremy H. Laurents has been on 
stage since he was thirteen. His exten
sive children's theatre experience~ in
clude acting in The Wizard of Oz, 
Johnny Appleseed, and Winnie the 
Pooh. He attended University of Texas 
at Austin where he had a leading role 
in As You Like It and Our Town. 
He made his debut on COM stage as 
Lancelot in Camelot. His most recent 
role at COM was the part of Bobby in 
Company. 

Director Stallings, who received his 
BFA from Stephen F. Austin and his 
MA from UH/CLC, is in his first year 
of full-time teaching at COM. He has 
had many leads i~ are!3 summer musi-

cals, and most recently directed 
fou7e a Good Man, Charlie Brown 
for the COM stage. 

Billy Nowell attended Lon Morris 
Jr. College where he played Jesus in 
Godspe/1. He later attended Stephen 
F: Austin and was protagonist in 
Candles in the Wind. He is remem
bered for his many appearances in 
summer mu cals at Clear Creek Coun
try Theatre nd most recently as the 
mischieviou fun-loving Snoopy in 

O,arlie Brown. 
Kathy H ff has been performing in 

the Houston area for the past 16 
years. She r ceived her BA in drama 
from UH main campus and is current
ly working on her MA in theatre arts 
at UH/CLC. She teaches speech and 
drama at La Marque Junior High, 
directed Rumplestiltskin at COM and 
portrayed Lady Macduff in Macbeth. 
She formerly played the role of Luisa 
at UH main campus. 

Marvis Adams will direct the music, 
Yolanda Guillen stage manage, James 
Templer will design the set, and Jack 
Westin the lighting. 

Tickets are $3.50 for adults and $2 
for students and senior citizens. For 
reservations call 938-1211, ext. 345, 
Monday through Friday from 9-5. 
Theatre guild members should call 
early for best seats. 

COM Singers To Attend Conference 
by Kathleen Curtis 

COM Singers will be attending the 
Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference 
(GCIC) on April 6 and 7 at Brazosport 
College. Ken Fulton, director of 
choral activities at Southwest Texas 
State University, will be presiding 
clinician. 

"The purpose of the festival is to 
give students of GCIC (seven com
munity colleges) an opportunity to 
sing with a large choral group, to 
bring to Brazosport a clinician who 
has musical insight to offer students, 
and to create a situation for students 
to get to know other students and 
campuses," states Larry-Stanley, Chair
man for the Division of Arts and 
Humanities. He also expressed that 
GCIC is a chance for a "really unique 
musical experience for the students." 

The choir festival will contain 
about 100 singers from all colleges. 
The· group ·-will ·rehearse Friday eve-

ning and all day Saturday with a 
performance on Saturday evening. A 
series of 11 pieces will be performed, 
ranging in style from early 16th cen
tury music to contemporary. The pro
gram includes "Regina Coeli" by 
Mozart, "Deer Chase" by Norman 
Luboff, and "Gondoliers" by Gilbert 
and Sullivan. 

COM Singers is a group of 27 stu
dents; about one-half are music maj
ors. Future COM Singers concerts in
clude a formal spring concert on cam
pus April 25, a performance for Texas 
City High Schooi choral groups April 
30, a concert for Ball High School on 
May 2. The group is working out plans 
for a tour to New Orleans possibly in 
mid-May. 

The class (COM Singers) is open to 
anyone and further information can be 
obtained by contacting Larry Stanley, 
938-1211, ext. 341. 

Computer System Continued 

cont. from page 1 

In addition to Armstrong, COM 
computer center director Bill Hackle
man, and programmer Jan Henson, 
the college computer center has two 
full-time and two part-time employ
ees. Armstrong maintains programs 
for credit courses, Henson for non
credit. The payroll and accounting 
systems are rented as a software pack
age, for which Roland Smith of the 
Business Office is responsible. 

Software has been developed for 
financial aid, including BEOG and 
Moodv loans. Armstron~ said. There 
may have been delays in aid for indi-
vidual students because of the com
plexities involved in the system, he 
explained. 

A student applies for aid during 
registration. Only after the applica
tion ,has been approved will the com
puter process the payment. Most de
lays, Armstrong claimed, are attribu
table to "delays in processing the 
applications before the payment re
quest gets to the computer system." 
Financial aid for three hundred stu
dents is handled by the computer,. he 
said. All financial aid not on the com
puter is conducte~ by the Business 
Office. 

The computer system checks for 
inconsistencies in information given 
by students on registration and other 
forms, Armstrong explained. If a mis
take has been made in a social security 
number, it must be checked out and 
corrected before the computer can 
process the student's records correct
ly, he continued. A recent check 
showed a large listing of social security 
numbers that were wrong. Name 
changes can also cause problems and 
delays, he added. 

COM's new· registration system, in
stituted toward the end of Spring 
1979 semester registration period, pro
vides each student's schedule and bill, 
computed and printed, in five minutes, 
Armstrong claimed. This is an improve-

ment over the · previous 15-minute 
wait between batches, he said. 

Only two times has the system 
gone completely down during regis
tration, according to Armstrong. Once 
the computer was struck by lightning, 
but came back into operation in 15 
minutes. They were able to complete 
late registration on three working term
inals. Another time, during summer 
registration, the system went down for 
a .day, Armstrong said, and student 
schedules had to be completed by 
hand. Four terminals were damaged 
in fall 1978 by faulty wiring, resulting 
in a $6000 loss of equipment. 

"Open shop adds to problems of 
computer operation," Armstrong said, 
"because students sometimes make 

errors which bring the system down." 
One student continually pressed the 
"read" button on a card rejected be
cause of a character error, making the 
computer go down, Armstrong said. 
The result was an eventual modifica-
tion to the system by Hewlett
Packard. 

Several other colleges in the vicinity 
of Harris-Galveston counties have H-P 
3000·s like COM's, Armstrong stated. 
They include Alvin Community Col
lege, Wharton Junior College, Bay City 
College, and the University of Houston 
central and downtown campuses. 

Our style computer was ·designed 
for the inter-active mode, he said, 
"and is sold predominantly to schools, 
so the company has developed lots of 
software. We up-graded our system to 
the new model in October, doubling 
its capacity." If the computer here 
were down for extensive repairs, 
COM 's programs could be run on the 
Alvin system as a back-up, he ex
plained, since they're compatible. 
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GED Testing Program Resumes 
by Betty Nolley 

General Education Develop- identification, he went on. 
ment (GED) testing resumed at Applicants who are 17 years old 
COM's College Center Counseling must have been out of school one 
Office January 17, announced Roy year and must have signed proof of 
Walker, chief examiner. official withdrawal from the last 

GED tests are now administered school attended, Walker said. Those 
8 AM - 7 PM, Monday through who are 18 and have proof of 
Thursday, and 8 AM -2 PM Fridays, withdrawal from school can be tested 
Walker said. He explained that a immediately, but their scores cannot 
security leak caused the program to be released for a year after their 
be suspended on October 20, 1978, withdrawal or until their 19th 
when one of the test forms was birthdays, he continued. They can be 
discovered missing. issued a letter attesting that they 

GED tests enable those who passed, he stated. Applicants 19 
have not completed high school to years old or older do not need proof 
obtain a high school equivalency of withdrawal. 
certificate. Applicants who reside in CO M's 

Students may begin the testing district or who have attended COM 
program either on a walk-in basis or GED classes are charged no fee for 
may attend GED preparation classes the tests. Other applicants are 
at COM or another agency, such as charged five dollars. 
Operation SER, Walker continued. If a student fails to pass.the test, 
He estimates that 70 to 75 percent of a six-month waiting period is 
the students who seriously prepare required by the state before he may 
for the examination pass it. repeat it, Walker said. However, he 

"If there is any doubt about explained, a student who is taking . 
passing the GED," Walker said, "the GED preparation classes can bring in 
student should contact Bill Spillar a letter from his instructor and will be 
and Nancy Smith in Suite C of the readmitted for testing sooner. 
Learning Resources Center (LRC) Walker commented that COM 
about courses. They will refer the has only two forms of the test, which 
student to the Testing Center for are changed on a contract year basis. 
diagnostic tests. These will show the Since no student may take the same 
student his weaknesses and form twice, he explained, if a student 
strengths, allowing him to brush up." fails each form the college has, he 

The GED battery consists of five must wait until the following 
different tests, each requiring February, when new forms are 
approximately two hours. Presently, issued, to repeat the test. 
Walker said, no time limit is GED tests are offered by COM 
imposed. COM will not administer as a community service, Walker said. 
more than two tests per day to a He estimates that the 5,000 students 
student, he explained, so the battery who have successfully completed the 
takes a minimum of three days to battery of tests since 1969, when the 
complete. program was initiated, exceeds the 

Applicants must provide proof number of graduating seniors in the 
of age, Texas residency, and picture local high schools for the same 
identification, Walker said. A Texas period. For more information, call 
driver's license is the usual 938-1222, Ext.277. 

·:-•······ .... ····································: 
IHARBOR WESTi 
i DISCO i : : • • • 
:7101 BROADWAY GALVESTON: 
: 744-9973 ! 
! OPEN fHURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY ! 
• 8:30 P.M. TO 2:00 A.M. • • • • • I THURS. & SU'N. are : 
: LADIES NITES : 
: FREE DRINlCS 9 P.M.-11 P.M. : 
: BACKGAMMON : 
: GREAT SOUNDS & LIGHTS : 
: BEAUTIFUL LOCATION ON THE WATER : 
: (Next to Chatelaine Apts.) : l'..,...,....,..,...,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,..,.,.,.,.,.,.,"f 
I I I National Library Week April 1-7. During this week at COM library, bring I I any book or tape recording that is overdue and there will be no fine. , 

I I 1,...,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,..,.,.,.,.,.,.,.,., ...,....,....,....,....,....,....,..,.,.,.,.,.,.,Jli 

Urbina Goes to Washington 

Urbina Photo by Belly Monych 

by Karen Behan and Jamie West 

A recent series of discussions 
concerning international trade 
in Mexico, China, Nicaragua, and 

the U.S. was attended by Dr. Manuel 
Urbina, Instructor of History at 
COM. 

Hosted by American ambas
sadors from these nations, the 
seminar ran January 15-19 and 
explored political and economic 
problems between Mexico, China, 
Nicaragua, and the U.S. 

Among those attending were 
David Rockefeller, Cyrus Vance, 

and Zbigniew Brezinski, President 
Carter's Chief of National Security. 
Trade agreements be.ween U.S., 
China, and Mexico were discussed. 

Other issues were oil and illegal 
aliens from Mexico, and trade affairs 
between the U.S. / and China: 
Brezinski comm:ented, "All 
assurances seem tri indicate tJtat 
China will not mak<, any overtures to 
take Taiwan by force or aggression," 

Dr. Urbina / said that some 
information presepted at the meeting 
was top secret. 

I 

.. New Faculty I by Lucille McGaskey 

Seven new staffers and faculty have joined COM for the spring 1979 
semester. 1 

Rebecca King, physical education, Elton Glazd, Jr., marine maintenance, 
John Mclntuff, law enforcement, Barbara Crews, Women's Center counselor, 
Ruth Robbins, business division, and George Rodgers, division of industrial 
education, were hired in late 1978, according to Dwight Fullingim, Assistant 
Director, Communications Services. 

King, instructor-coordinator for the PE division, is a graduate of West 
Virginia University (BA) and Indiana State (MA). Adept at all areas of physical 
education, she is currently taking skiing. Interested in what students want from 
COM courses, King is eager to get student input. 

A new course, rnarine maintenance, is being taught by Glaze. Certified by . 
Chrysler, the U.S. Marines, Mercury OutboJrd and Mercury Cruiser, Glaze has 
a marine products b siness in Bayou Vista. A lover of water, he lives on a cruiser 
with his family. 

After some 12 Y rs experience in his field, he has "never been an instructor, 
but I've had training as a supervisor. Ti' course will be a great asset to COM, 
for it will gi~e i~~ivi • uals the experien and technology to get into the marine 
field. Most md1v1dU§ls lack the backgr nd for this field and usually waste two 
years with a compa y before actually getting to work." 

Glaze could ~ c· lled the "father o~ marine education." He started his study 
at C~ar Creek High School as a coop lstudent. 

I was the only st d · b' fi Id h' h ed r u ent m t ts 1e , w 1c was creat ,or me to study," he 
saysd todady.fiMany COfupanies in Galveston County will be glad to have trained 
gra uate rom sue . a course, he poits out. 

Area traffi~ en~eer, John Mclnt rff, will be a great asset to COM and the 
seven surroundm~ c nties. Graduatin from Texas A&M with (BA) and (MA), 
he has worked with he city of Austin rban Transporation Department. He 
plans to be helped by the Division of Hjighway and Public Transporation, and 
Office of Traffic Saft . Mcinturff plan1 to start a cooperative education course, 
which is in the developing stages. , 

George Rodgers has been named Coordinator of Cooperative and 
Continuing Education. A graduate of the United States Naval Academy and a 
five-year officer in the Marine Corps, be holds a (MA) from the Univer~ity of 
Southern California. He will set up ~ training program with business and 
industry to help make it easier to learn to work. The program will upgrade and 
improve skills in the area. 

Ruth Robbins, new instructor coordinator for cooperative education 
programs, comes with a great deal of experience in the business field. She 
received her bachelor's degree from Texas Southern University and her (MA) 
from University of Houston and has attended Columbia University in New 
York. She has begun to place students with work related experience in local 
businesses and industry. By doing this sbe feels that the employer will benefit by 
having well trained employees with the experience needed. 
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Crews To Head ·women's Center 
by Pat Farrell 

The newly-appointed Coordi
nator/ Counselor of COM 's 
Women's Center, Barbara Crews, is 
already tackling the field of special 
problems women encounter on 
returning to school and, eventually, 
entering the job market. 

Appointed by Dean Fern 
Ramirez, Crews started to work in 
the center (located on the mezzanine 
of the Learning Resources Center) 
January 4, 1979, after the resignation 
of previous director Rachel 
Goldstein. 

Since Goldstein only held the 
position for a short time, Crews says 
she has established her own 
programs. 

The grant by which the center is 
funded runs out in June 1979. The 
major program Crews hopes to 
accomplish in five months is 
increased enrollment by women in 
the technical-vocational areas. 

"Technical-vocational jobs offer 
women good pay with short time 
investment in training," says Crews. 
"Guiding women toward non
traditional, blue-collar jobs provides 
the most immediate and rewarding 
benefits for them." 

"Traditionally," Crews 
added,"women were not encouraged 
to get higher education, or to train 
for 'mens' jobs. Less than one half of 
one percent of electricians in 
America are women. Due to 
occupational segregation, women 
still earn only 58.9 percent of what 
men earn. Some 80 percent of 
working women are in low-paying 
jobs. 

Spring Enrollment 

"We reach out to women in 
Texas City and the surrounding 
community through posters, 
newspaper articles, and contact with 
social service agencies. We will also 
contact the Battered Women's 
Center in Galveston to offer support 
and services for the women there," 
she says. 

Crews sees the center as a place 
for women to gather on the COM 
campus for counseling and career 
guidance. 

"Ask questions, and we11 try to 
give answers. This center should be a 
place to meet people's needs," Crews 
points out. 

Crew's office hours are Monday 
through Friday from 8AM to 5PM. 
Her extension is 363, and her 
secretary, Pauline Johnson, has 
extension 365 mornings and 413 
afternoons. 

The Women's Center program is 
designed to "focus on the changing 
roles of women and help them make 
the transition into the working world 
as comfortably as possible," says new 
Counseling Center Supervisor Dr. 
Warren Dodson. 

The present COM enrollment is 
60 percent women. 

Crews, a native-born 
Galvestonian, received a bachelor's 
degree in psychology at the 
University of Arizona, and a master's 
in sociology at California State 
University at San Jose. She has held 
several teaching positions. Crews 
returned to Galveston after teaching 
sociology for the last three years in 
Tucson, Arizona. 

Drops Slightly 
by Karen Hoffman 

COM enrollment dropped 146 for Spring 1979 semester. Total 
enrollment is 2479, a decrease from Fall 1978 semester enrollment of 2625. 

Male- 1065 
Female• 1429 

White- 1847 
Black- 419 

Hispanic- 174 
Asian-I I 

Am. Indian- 18 
Alien/ Foreign/National-25 

Freshman-1946 
Sophomore-245 
Unclassified- 303 

In-District-1907 
Out-of-District- 543 
N on-Resident-41 

In-district students are residents of Texas and school districts which 
are included in COM district(TexasCity, LaMarque, Santa Fe, Hitchcock 
and Dickinson). Out-of-district students are residents of Texas and all 
other school districts not included in COM district. Non-residents are not 
resided in Texas for 12 months pr·eceding date of registration. 

There was a nine percent increase in enrollment for Spring 1979, 
compared with Spring 1978. 

Snack Bar hours of operation are: 
7:30 AM to 6:00 PM on Monday
Thursday 
7:30 AM to 3:00 PM on Friday 

The grill closes approximately a half
hour earlier. 

BATTERED WIFE SEMINAR 
March 30 and April 3 
11:00 AM -12:30 PM 

LRC 213 
Films, Video tapes and Guest Speakers 

For more info call ext. 363 or 365 

-

Crews 

Photo by Melanie Mayeaux 

Co-operative Education Program 
by Sherman Cohen 

COM recently applied for a U.S. Office of Education grant from the 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, to assist in the implementation 
of COM's Co-operative Education program. 

The proposed $27,251 grant matches $68,825 of proposed funds designated 
for fiscal year 1978-1979. "Co-operative education at COM is designed to be a 
comprehensive and flexible strategy of applied learning incorporated into the 
curriculum," according to COM President Dr. Fred Taylor. 

The co-operative education program began in 1973. Six other institutions 
participated in a consortium of two-year junior colleges in the 
Houston-Galveston area. Although COM no longer participates in the 
consortium, it has been able to expand the program with the assistance of 
additional grants during fiscal years 1974-1979. 

Initial interest of developing the co-operative education program at COM 
can be attributed to Dr. Dorothy McNutt, chairperson of the Division of 
Business. The director of the program is Dr. Joe Rubio, Division of Business. 
Co-ordinators are William "Bill" Sowers, Business Division; Howard Katz, Law 
Enforcement; and George Rodgers, Industrial Division. 

According to the 1978-79 college catalogue, Co-operative Education 
"enables the student to gain a broader awareness oflife and career goals through 
assignments in business, government, social service of community-base projects; 
to apply theoretical education in realistic and related non-classroom situation; 
to recognize the opportunity for upward mobility; and to accumulate career and 
related experiences." 

Students enrolled in the CE program receive full college credit (four hours per 
course) for participation in either the alternating program or the parallel or 
extended-day program. 

Currently, 12 majors are offered in three divisions, business, industrial and 
public service. 

The alternating plan provides students with the opportunity to spend a full 
term in school and the following term on the job. Two student hold one full-time 
work station in business, industry, or public service. While one student is in 
college, the other is working. _ This continuous year-round cycle allows each 
student to complete an Associate Degree in Applied Science or Arts in two or 
two and one-half years. 

Businessmen and leading educators agree that CE programs are most · 
effective for students and participating businesses alike when work periods are 
of lengthy duration. 

The parallel plan or extended-day plan is organized so that students' work 
experience is par;lllel or concurrent with regular class enrollment. The student 
spends approximately one-half day on the job. Hours of work are scheduled for 
morning, afternoon, or evening and may vary from 15 to 40 hours per week. 
Class load varies accordingly. An employer can cover one full-time job with two 
half-time students, or employ part-time co-op students on a schedule that meets 
normal business needs. 

Although many plans and combinations are possible, each plan contains 
one essential common element: educational coordination between on campus 
instruction and off-campus -:xperience. 
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Salt Grass Bow Hunters 
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STUDENT PROFILE: 

Nina Stacey 

by Pat Farrell 

saa tnat m1aa1e-aged women don't 
a11ow themselves time to be with 
other adults." 

Stacey admits she's come a long 
way and thanks the Human Develop
ment course, Counselor Tom Herman, 
and the COM staff for their help in 
her development. 

"COM is really a very positive place 
for me. I feel like a real person here. 
I'm me, Nina, not just 'Mrs. Gene 
Stacey,' or 'So-and-so's momma' all 
the time," says Stacey. 

"My husband and children are all 
very proud of my new status, and 

Nina Stacey, a 57-year-old Texas very supportive. If I bring home an 
City woman, leads a double life. 'F' I guess that means 1 'm human, 

During the day she is Mrs. Gene and I can fail, too," said Stacey. 
Stacey--wife, mother of six children, Stacey does not see any major 
grandmother of two, and house per- changes she wo1Jld like to make in 

son. her life up to now. 
At night she is Nina Stacey, ac- ' "I just did what I had to do," 

counting major and Human Develop-
1 

she states emphatically. "When I 

COM-AMIGOS 
Attend Conference 

by Betty Monych 
The COM-Amigos attended the Tex
as Chicano Student Conference at the 
University of Texas campus in Austin, 
February 23-25. 

The conference was held to pro
vide a state-wide forum for issues 
affecting Chicano students. 

In conference sessions, participants 
discussed such topics as cultural aware
ness, pol ice brutality, "justice," bi
lingual education, and student rights 
on campus. 

Faculty-Staff 
Massacre Students 

ment student at COM. started back to school it was to see 
Stacey, who graduated from Charles by Beverly Stephens if my brain had corroded. after all 

H. Milby high school in 1939, took a Members of the student team were those years of disuse. I was pleas-
one-year secretarial course in 1940, antly surprised to see that it hadn't," Vikki Boullion, Desiree Malone, George 
then married Gene, her childhood she laughed. Osborne, Norman Burke, Jesse Moon-
sweetheart.1 at 19. "I suppose I would have become en, Mike Hales, De Aun Van Over, 

Although she worked at two or Kristi Laughridge, and Lynn Holt. a 'displaced homemaker,"' remarked 
three jobs over the years between Stacey, after some thought, "if I The volleyball game evoked dif-
children, Stacey had no career outside hadn't come back to school. Too ferent emotions from each individual 
the home. participating in the event. many people seem to dry up, just 

"I toyed with the idea of going "The game was a lot of fun, and 

I shrivel, when their children start to 
back to work in 1974, then thought it leave home. It won't happen to me builds fellowship between students 
would be unfair to my younger chil- now. I'll be prepared to go into the and faculty," stated Osborne. 
dren, so I stayed home. business world and find a career!" 'rrhe faculty-staff team has played 

"I went along, day . by day, and says Stacey. a lot of good teams in our time, and 
there was a lot of fun, doing things this was NOT one of them," accord-
with the children, taking them places. ~~ ing to Travaille. 
Sometimes though, there was reai t-1 

"lWVIHK£ENN1'r'f1'0otlU11RRE'EAA:CC~Ht-'Tf'HK£E1E:lNV1Dcr-t0l1FMY't:0t1tJt1Rf\-- ...... ,T.,.lm1eor-1fr.:aa.,.,cun11!'nty""•""stat"2-ffff team can not 
resentment, a hunger to talk with ROPE, TIE A KNOT AND HANG ON. wait for a re-match. We will really be 
adults about adult topics. I think it's ~~ ready then," stated Urick. 
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~sides group sessions, students 

heard keynote speakers talk on topics 
concerning the Chicano students. 
Speakers were Jose Angel Gutierrez, 
Zavala County judge; Ruben Bonilla, 
LULAC state chairman; Inez Tovar, 
Texas A&I professor; Joaquin G. Avila, 

Maldef. 
The COM-Amigos are currently in

volved in a project to raise money for 
scholarships for high school seniors. 
They have sold refreshments in con
cession stands on campus, raising over 

$500. . A . 
I hey also sold T-shirts m ustm, 

giving resulting funds to the Texas 
Chicano Student Conference and the 
scholarship fund. 

The Valentine's Day volleyball 
game between COM faculty, staff, 
and students ended with a massacre 
of the student team. 

The faculty-staff team won the 
two-out-of-three match 15-10, 6-15, 
15-7. 

Faculty-staff team members were 
Duke Drewry, Non-Print Media; Bob 
Hodgins, l;conomics Instructor, Dr. 
Manual Urbina, History Instructor; 
Chester Stout, Testing Center; Mary
ann Urick and Dan Travaille, Physi
cal Education and Recreation; Vicki 
Oliver, Student Assistant PE. 

Remember : COM library is now 
open until IO PM Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. 

Non-Profit 
U.S. Postage 
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TAYLOR REY AINS PRESIDENCY 

Taylor 

APRIL 19,1979 

by.Melanie Mayeaux, Marian J. Stein, and Beverly Stephens 

1n a specially called meeting of the COM Board of Trustees held April 19, the 
board reached a consensus to retain President Fred Taylor. 

Taylor's resignation had been requested as one of 23 resolutions developed by 
an ad hoc committee of students. The other 22 resolutions concerned Taylor's 
administrative practices, and in conjunction with faculty-staff voting, produced 
a general expression of "no confidence" in Taylor's administration. 

Board chairman James Simpson reported, after a two-hour consultation 

with Taylor: 
• Reaffirmation of Taylor, as "there was not sufficient cause of a 

dismissal." 
• There will be no elimination of faculty-staff positions for the 1979-80 

academic year, except after board review and action. 
• "There will be no recriminations" against COM employees who partici-

pated in evaluations or political meetings during assimilation of 
faculty-staff resolutions. 

• The board will develop· guidelines at an early cl.ate to assure that the 
professional staff is heard on any major issues. 

• The board will take steps to direct Taylor in COM's administration. 
• The college should "get back to" its regular schedules and functioning. 

( Can't.on page 4) 

5ee related stories on page 1 and page 4) 
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COM Faces 

Income Loss 
MARCH 12, 1Y79 

by Melanie Mayeaux 
Due to a 3 percent reduction in tax 

assessment , a previously budgeted re
duction in cash reserve (any monies 
left from previous budgets) by some 
$350,000 , and accounts payable left 
from 1977-78, a "short-fall" of ap
proximately $800,000 has occurred 
in the 1979-80 COM budget, according 
to Edward Brown, Dean of Adminis
trative Services. 

"In effect," said Brown, "we are 
using cash reserve to balance the bud
get. This is not really a deficit. We 
originally intended to use cash reserve 
for this purpose. Because of the tax 
reduction, the amount coming out of 
cash reserve is more than we had an
ticipated." 

"To help reduce the figure coming 
out of cash reserve , each COM Dean 
has been asked to go over his/her bud
get, to gain savings wherever possible," 
continued Brown. "Our first look at 
the budget was to check any equip-
ment not being used or not necessary. 
Some programs we hoped to institute 
have put on hold , but no existing pro
grams are in jeopardy. 

"The $800 ,000 loss to cash reserve 
is being whittled down. The exact fig
ure to come out of cash reserve will 
not be known until August, 1979, 
the end of the fiscal year," said Brown. 

Reorganization PasseS4 3 
by Marian J. Stein 

COM's Board of Trustees voted a 
close 4-3 accepting President Taylor's 
proposed administrative change including 
the creation of the office of Executive 
Dean to be occupied by George Miller, 
in a controversial and well-attended 
board meeting March 22 at the Adminis
tration Building. 

The new structure changes COM's 
three dean structure to a two dean 
structure and elin1inates the position of 
Assistant to the President, Director of 
Affirmative Action and Personnel, and 
Director of Staff Development. Dr. Fern 
Ramirez is now Dean of College and 
Financial Services. Dr. Donald Mortvedt 
is now Dean of Instruction and Student 
Development. 

The position was created for effi
ciency in light of a substantial COM 
deficit, according to Taylor. In a memo 
to all COM employees dated March 
23 , he said, "In order to plan so that 
the next four years will reflect a bal
anc~d budget, we must develop a 
model that will cut projected expenses. 
It is my decision, endorsed by the 
Board of Trustees, that we should start 
by streamlining the Executive Adminis
tration." 

At attempt was made to table the 
issue . Board members Carmen Ander

son and John Cox were for, while 
Simpson, Ernest Deats, Robert Green, 
and Bill Flaniken voted against. 

A discussion of the matter followed. 
Dr. John Hubisz of the Natural Science 
and Mathematics Department, on the ' 
Board (a non-voting position), stated , 

MARCH 22, 1979 

"This would create another barrier 
between the faculty and the COM 
President." 

Cox, who headed a discussion against 
the proposal, asked "Can we function 
with two deans but without an execu
tive dean?" Cox stated Miller's current 
position was a staff, not an adminis
trative one . 

Deats then asked Cox: "Do you 
object to the terminology of it?" 
Taylor then stated that Miller was serv
ing without authority, and he felt 
Miller needed it. Simpson then stated, 
"We do need to move on to a vote." 
The issue passed with Deats, Green, 
Simpson and Flaniken in favor while 
Edward, Cox and.Anderson opposed 
the issue. 

After the meeting Miller said, "This 
is conceptually a move that will give 
COM an opportunity to address some 
very serious budget matters. We are 
looking to the future." He said the 
administration would formulate plans 
to deal with the major budget con
cerns of the college. 

"What I want is a good sound five
year system, planning each and every 
year. l want to be able to get out of 
my office for three principal reasons--
1) to spend more time with faculty 
and staff, 2) to get out in the local 
community, and 3) to travel state
wide and nationally," Taylor said. 

Asked about the secrecy of the 
proposal, Taylor said, "Only the 
Executive Staff knew about it." The 
executive staff is composed of Deans 

Fern Ramirez, Donald Mortvedt, Ed 
Brown, and Miller. The Executive 
Staff voted unanimously in support 
of Taylor's plan, according to Taylor. 

Hubisz commented, "I don't par
ticularly appreciate it. No time was 
spent talking the matter over with 
faculty and staff." Asked if he felt the 
structure would be a deterrent to COM 
in the future, Hubisz replied, "Yes, 
the secrecy of it just doesn't mesh with 
COM's motto of Humanhood through 
Brotherhood." 

,-------------1-
1 
: Why Are We 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Late ? 

IThe March I 979 issue of InterCOM 
I was delayed for 10 days due to an ad-
11 ministr'ative edict that the paper could 
not go to the printer until the admin-

1 istration decided whether InterCOM 
I would be printed on or off-campus. 
I (The decision was that it must be 
I printed by COM Press.) The April issue I 
I was delayed due to the staffs attempts 
I to cover objectively the recent contro-1 
I versy between the administration, I 
I faculty, staff, and students concerning I 
I personnel cuts as the primary method I 
~ of reducing COM's budget deficit. I 
I I , ____________ _J 
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Hu manhood Through 

Brotherhood ? 

by Lisa E. Barnes 
The COM motto reads, "Humanhood through brotherhood." That motto has 

never been so false as today. 
The three major segments of COM (administration, faculty, students) are dis

satisfied and confused, due to a number of problems. 
The Faculty Association of COM (F ACOM) argues that the administration is 

more interested in hanging red phones than providing full-time faculty for the 
students. At present, FACOM has sent a resolution to Dr. Don Mortvedt, Dean 
of Instruction, and the COM community outlining its concerns for quality edu
cation. 

Last fall, COM President, Dr. Fred Taylor, proposed an All College Council. 
"The membership of the Council will be comprised of representatives of every 
major component in the College (including students)," as stated in the second 
draft prepared by Taylor. The statement, (including students), has made many 
students feel as if they were an after thought. At a meeting on March 6, 1979, 
the Council started taking shape when Taylor determined how many represen
tatives would be allowed from each area of COM. Faculty will have four repre
sentatives and students will have two representatives, but only after Kurt Koop
man, COMSA President, argued that students weren't represented fairly. The 
students are receiving the same number of representatives as the Administrators 
and Mid-Managers. With all due respect to these two departments, this is not a 
numerically fair representation of the CO~ faculty or the student body. 

Decision-making by the administration behind closed doors concerning facul
ty and students is creating gossip and rumor. How can fair decisions be made 
about the future of individuals in the COM community without representation 
by that area! Decisions have to be made, but not without clear understanding 
of the problems by all, and democratic resolution. 

Is this college operated for educational purposes? Is its purpose to ensure 
.uality e.du_cation? achieve any goals, all se ments of COM must work to-

gether, and keep an open mind to all ideas presented. No decision is satisfactory 
to all. At least morale can be retained if everyone is aware of the problem and 
included in the discussion, and the solution. 

It is efficient but not necessarily humane when people are considered in terms 
of statistics and numbers. If COM's leadership can not join all segments together, 
there can be no brotherhood. "Humanhood through brotherhood" is a noble 
motto, but COM's administrators need to evaluate whether or not it's just words 
or a living ideal. 

Students Need Mechanic 
by Karen Hoffman 

In a poll of 200 COM students, 100% said they feel a maintenance or security 
employee should be provided to help fix flat tires and jump dead batteries, es
pecially at night. 

A memo from Joe Rotramel, head of COM security, to all faculty and staff, 
was published in the March 21, 1979 issue of the college bulletin. It stated, "We 
are not mechanics and cannot work on your car or jump your battery, but we 
can get you to a phone so that you can call for additional help." 

Rotramel, when questioned about this new policy, stated, "This policy ap
plies to the security department, not the maintenance department. It is the 
decision of the maintenance department as to whether or not maintenance em
ployees will help persons having car trouble." 

Joe Faulk, head of maintenance, said about the new policy, "It is not part of 
the maintenance department's policy to work on cars. We do not have the man
power or facilities. If a maintenance employee works on a car in the college 
parking lot, and something goes wrong, the department could be held liable. 
If a person is having car trouble or is stranded, a maintenance employee will 
not leave that person stranded." · 

The general attitude of COM students is that someone should be available 
specifically to help anyone having car trouble on campus. Students are not asking 
for car repairs but emergency assistance. A request for help should not be turned 
down. Hopefully, the administration will make someone available to help people 
having car trouble at COM. 

DON'T FORGET! 

COM's Commencement Exercises 
Thursday, May 17th 
Gymnasium - 7 :30 pm 

The Bookstore will buy back used 
texbooks 

May! through May 28th 
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Statement Of Purpose 
by Betty Nolley 

Many newspapers provide their 
readers with a statement of purpose. 
The New York Times' motto is "All 
the News that's Fit to Print." 

The Chicago Daily News has charac
terized the newspaper as "an institu
tion developed by modern civilization 
to present the news of the day, to fos
ter commerce and industry by widely 
circulated a rtisements, to lead a d 
inform public opinion, and to furnish 
that check upon government which 
no constitution has ever been able to 
provide." 

Benjamin C. Bradlee, executive edi
tor of The Washington Post, writes (in 
Deskbook on Style, edited by Robert 

----------

A. Webb), "The Washington Post is 
pledged to an aggressive, responsible 
and fair pursuit of the truth without 
fear of any special interest and with 
favor to none ... 

"We fully recognize that the power 
we have inherited ... carries with it spe
cial responsibilities: 

• to listen to the voiceless 
• to !!Void an and all acts of 

arrogance 
• to face the public with polite

ness and candor." 
By following these examples of pro

fessional journalism, lnterCOM strives 
to achieve the goals of accuracy, fair
ness and responsibility in reporting 
COM news to students, faculty and 
staff. 

Organize a group of 5 or more and you 
go FREE. Opportunity to earn extra 
money for larger group tours to South 
America* Mexico* Europe* China* 
Hawaii and dozens of other great des
tinations. 

WRITE TODAY FOR APPLICATION! 
8daealional 9-uu,J g_..,«-
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FACOM Voices Objections 
by Melanie Mayeaux MARCH 14, 1979 

The Faculty Association of COM (F ACOM), at its meeting March 14, adopted 
a resolution stating objections to reduction of full-time faculty contract lengths 
as a means of reducing college expenditures. 

A copy ·of the resolution was sent to Dr. Donald Mortvedt, Dean of Instruc
tion. 

The basis of the resolution, according to Mike Bordelon, F ACOM President, 
was a Jetter sent to a full-time faculty member stating the following: 

"Consistent with the need to bring the division budget into the prospectus 
of the college's $800,000 short fall, I've analyzed our full-time instructor require
ments and will recommend the following to the Associate Dean. 

(Name withheld) is recommended for a nine month contract for the fiscal 
year 1979-80." 

The letter also stated that if the classes taught by the instructor meet required 
enrollment figures during the summer, the faculty member would be contracted 
to teach them on a part-time salary basis. 

The letter was signed by Jerry Vaughn, Chairman of the Division of Industrial 
Education. 

An InterCOM investigation has shown the faculty member was originally hired 
by COM with a 10½ month contract. 

In a recent InterCOM interview,Vaughn said, "The recommendation has 
nothing to do with the budget probiems facing the college." 

Why did the Jetter state the reason to be the $800,000 "short fall"? 
Vaughn replied, "I feel any further comment would be inappropriate at this 

time." 
Asked to comment on the letter sent to the faculty member, and the F ACOM 

resolution that followed, Dr. Donald Mortvedt, Dean oflnstruction, replied, 
"First of all no contracts have been issued to any employee. The FACOM 
resolution i; a reaction to a recommendation from the Tech-Voe chairman. 

"I will make no recommendations to cut contract lengths just to save mon
ey," said Mortvedt. "As in the past, we will examine instructional programs and 
make cut-backs in programs that are no longer viable." 

Did the Jetter put the contract cut-back in terms of the budget "short fall"? 
Mortvedt replied, "All the facts are not known at this time. I can assure you that 
when the contracts are issued all reasons will be stated. This is only a recommen
-dation." 

According to enrollment figures, classes the faculty member at issue has been 
contracted to teach have met COM's enrollment requirements for fall, spring and 
summer sessions the past two years. 

Webb Society 

Tours 

San Antonio 
by Lisa E. Barnes and Betty Monych 

Approximately 30 students from 
the Firewheel staff and Alex Pratt's 
Texas history class made a historical 
tour of San Antonio and attended the 
Texas State Historical Association 
March 8-10. 

Firewheel magazine is COM's oral 
history anthology, which Pratt sponsors. 

The first day's tour by Gray Line, 
included the Alamo, the Spanish Gover
nor's Palace, the San Jose Mission, the 
Aqueduct System, and the Sunken 
Gardens at Breckenripge Park. 

The next morning, the classes 
visited the Institute of Texas Cultures. 
Featured are artifacts and films about 
some 26 cultures which, combined, 
make up the present Texas culture. 
Tour guides demonstrated on-going 
cultural activities such as Mexican 
women making tortillas. 

On Friday afternoon, the classes 
attended a Webb Society meeting, over 
which Pratt presided. The Webb So
ciety is a group of students interested 
in local and Texas history. Each mem
ber college gave a brief summary of its 
yearly project. COM's Webb Society's 
project is Firewheel, which was 
entered in the Webb Society Contest 
for student publications. 

New 

FIREWHEEL 

Issue 
by Betty Nolley 

An unusual Galveston restaurant, a 
woman flyer of World War II, a straw
berry festival, the 1900 Galveston 
storm and a gospel singer are among 
the offerings of Firewheel, Volume IV, 
COM's publication of regional history. 

Articles by Lisa Barnes,_Dixie 
Lackey, Teri Crook, Wayne Williams, 
and Vernard Williams are well written 
and informative, providing fascinating 
glimpses of this area's past and insight 
into its present. Local recipes and a 
poem by Archibald Henderson add 
variety. 

Firewheel's editor is Cinqy Rook. 
Alexander Pratt, Sandra Devall, and 
Kit van Cleave are the faculty spon
sors. Artists Karen _Behan and Randy 
McDonald, writer Paulette Bartbeau, 
and photographers David Schaper and 
Betty Monych also contributed to 
the issue. It costs $1 and is available 
at the COM Bookstore. 

sssss:ss:s:niii, 
Q: What's a good, average braking 
time for a family car?-O.V., San 
Antonio 
A: The actual distance for braking the 
average car to stop on dry pavement at 
55 mph is about 167 feet. 

iSSBESSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSES 

Performance 
Delightful 

by Pat Farrell 
The COM Children's Theatre pro

duction of Rumplestiltskin, which 
opened March 3 and played through 
March 11, was delightful and full of 
fun. 

Seth Winnick, 12, made a thorough
ly enchanting "little green magician." 
His stomping rages, sly trickery, and 
tearful longing to "just be needed by 
someone" was altogether engaging. 

The story of the sweet miller's 
daughter, who is mistaken as the per
son who spins flax into gold thread, is 
taken to the king's palace by the greedy 
Prime Minister. Threatened with death 
if she fails to produce the gold thread, 
Annabelle is saved by a little green 
man, whose name she does not know. 
However, the price for the angry magi
cian's service is high. Annabelle must 
promise to give the little man her first
born child, after she marries the king. 

Annabelle does produce the golden 
thread; she does indeed marry the 
king; she has a son. All as the magician 
has predicted. And on the day of the 
baby's christening, the little man ap
pears to collect his due .. the infant son 
of Annabelle and the king! 

Toe able direction of Kathy Huff 
and the props by Jane Buerger helped 
the 16 person cast overcome a prob
lem--having-to scramble about on a 
rocky Scottish landscape. (The scen
ery for COM Arena Theatre's pro
duction of Macbeth remains onstage 
for the duration of the Shakespeare 
Qlay_'s extended e~a ement.) 

Kathleen Curtis did an excellent 
job as the sugary-sweet miller's daugh
ter, Annabelle. She was appropriately 
lovely in her pink Act II costume, as 
the new queen. Curtis' appearance in 
the shimmery, satin gown brought 
gasps of envy from several small, 
would-be princesses in the audience. 

Unfortunately, the program failed 
to mention the name of the narrator, 
Kristine Florance, who explained the 
plot to the audience with sparkle and 
verve. She was clear in diction and 
lively in her manner of presentation. 

Deserving of special mention were 
Robert ffurnett as the bumbling ser
vant Silas, Daryl Ewing as the slightly 
addle-pated king, and Jack Huff, the 
greedy prime minister. Vanda Edwards 
was funny as the Queen Mother. Scott 
Royce, however, was flat and wooden 
in his portrayal of the miller. 

Sticker Contest 

by Lucille McGasky 

The co-op in the Division of Business 
Department at COM is having a contest 
to select a slogan to appear on bumper 
stickers. 

A collecting box will be placed out
side the door of room T-124 in the 
Division of Business. 

Designs should be cut in the shape of 

an actual bumper sticker. Identity your 
work with your name, address, and tele
phone number. 

If there are any questions, contact 
Ruth Robbins at ext. 338 or Bill Sowers 
at ext. 282. 
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Review: 

Edward Hill 
. by Karen Behan 

Over 50 art students and visitors 
attended an art show in the Fine Arts 
Department to see Edward Hill's slide 
and lecture presentation at 7:30 pm 
on March 8. 

A reception was held after the talk. 
Hill, COM's visiting artist, has a BFA 

in painting from Rhode Island School 
of Design and a MF A in painting from 
Yale. He published The Language of 
Drawing in 1967. Another book, now 
underway, is Jnte"ogating the Ark, 
a phenomenological study of life draw- . 
ing. 

Hill's work portrays the energy and 
magnetism of the human form. His 
gestural movements, expressive in 
gesture drawings, are defined with 
vigorous strokes, yet show the finesse 
and subtle agility of craftmanship. The 
gallery in the Art Department displayed 
studies of human figures, completed 
over the last 10 years. 

During Hill's lecture, he discussed 
the nature of drawing, stating, "The 
object is not projected onto paper like 
a picture is transformed. Rather, the 
~tist is projected from his body and 
released into the energy of the object." 

Hill is previously a professor of 
drawing, photography, and video at 
UH Main Campus. In May 1979, Hill 
exhibits at Houston's Museum of Fine 

Arts. 

N-ew Play
Chosen 

by Kathleen Curtis 
The Line-Up, by Dave Spector and 

Blair Kaplan of Chicago, has been cho
sen for production by COM's New 
Playwright Series III in May. 

"The Line-Up was the best play 
submitted out of 1200 scripts," said 
Jack Westin, Community Theatre Co
ordinator. "It was the funniest, most 
interesting and original in concept of 
all scripts that were read, according to 
the theatre board." 

"In the beginning it was tough to 
get good scripts, but now it's tough 
to read all the good scripts we get," 
says Westin. Following the final selec
tion and announcement, the real work 
of production begins, Westin noted. 
A director and set designer will be 
chosen before auditions begin. "The 
scripts come in from all over the 
world," he gestures toward the pile 
of manuscripts. "For example, here's 
one from Paris." The script will dic
tate the kind of director needed to 
bring the production together for a 
World Premiere and ten public per
formances. 

Westin hopes the new work chosen 
will surpass even the previous suc
cesses chalked up by the New Play
wright Series. Doing a play that's 
never been done before really puts 
COM in the glare of public atten
tion, he feels. "We've set a high mark 
for ourselves." 

The Line-Up will complete a big 
theatre season for College of the 
Mainland's Community Theatre. 
All plays this year h.ave played to 
big houses, according to Westin. 
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BILLIE LAMBERT 

by Kathleen Curtis 

"One out of every 1,000 people 
knows how to breath properly," says 
COM Hatha Yoga instructor Billie 
Lambert. "Many of us take short, 
shallow breaths that are not con
ducive to I ife. 

"Isn't life breath? At the heart of 
Yoga is breath control. Hatha Yoga 
reaches into every cell of the body 
and works for smooth and efficient 
bodily functions," declares Lambert. 

"Yoga can help people improve 
circulation and physical coordination, 
increase vitality and health, eliminate 
daily tension and end-of-day exhuas
tion. You can lose weight, stop smok
ing, and produce a positive mental 
attitude toward life," says Lambert. 

"The main difference between 
Yoga and any other exercise is that it 
is the only kind of exercise you can 
do any place in any position. You can 
be in any condition of health, at any 
age. You perform the exercises slowly 
and mindfully, and enjoy the graceful 
feeling that goes with your body 
movements as body and breath work 
together." 

Lambert has taught Yoga to top 
professional models in the Houston 
area, including her daughter, who 
models all over the world. She has 
taught . judges as well as grocery store 
clerks. 

Lambert, the wife of Eddie Lam
bert, is a mother and grandmother, 
a fulltime office manager, and has 
been a part-time instructor at COM 
since 1973. 

lnterCOM 

St. Patrick's Day Fun Run participantsreceiveT-shirts after finishing their run. 

Photo by Betty Monych 

Faculty Whiffles Students 
by Beverly Stephens 

At 3:30 PM Thursday, March 15, 
1979, a faculty-staff team again de
feated a student team . This time the 
game was whiffle ball and the final 
score was 9-8. 

Whiff1e ball was played with a hol
low plastic ball for one inning. The 
other eight innings were played with 
a plastic ball with holes. A large plas
tic bat was used in the place of the 
wooden bat. 

Special rules applied for the game. 
Each team se lected a pitcher who 
pitched to his own team. Each player 
was allowed three pitches to hit a fair 
ball. If the ball hit the gym ceiling it 
was a foul. No player could steal bases 
or bunt the ball. Any ball hit above 
the brick level of the gym was a home 
run. 

The faculty team consisted of Gayle 
Faget, Communications, Karen Good
win, Admissions, Larry Smith and Bill 
Spillar, Continuing Education, 
Emmeline Dodd and Paul Williamson, 
Biology, and Maryann Urick, Dan 
Travaille, Becky King, Eva Neinas, 
and Jerry Bryant, Physical Education. 

The student team consisted of 
George Osborne, Wallx Holmes, Vikki 
Boullion, David Quintanilla, Mark 
Schwalm , Desiree Malone , Greg Koes
ter, Cho Co Quan, Paula Rankin, and 
Norman Berke. 

The original game was scheduled 
for five innings. At the end of the 
fifth , the score was 9-5 in the faculty's 
favor. To give everyone another chance, 
the game was extended to nine innings. 

The addition of four extra innings 
did not help the faculty staff. They 
remained scoreless after the fifth. How
ever , four extra innings did not give 
the students enough of a chance to 
rally. The final score was 9-8, faculty 
over students. 

Bryant hit the game's only home 
run. "When I first contacted the ball, 
I didn't think it was going to go. But 
when I watched the center fielder 
stand and watch it go out, I knew I 
had it," commented Bryant. 

The student team was good "and 
we were lucky," stated faculty first 
baseman Smith. 
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March Fun Run 
by Betty Monych 

The COM Recreation Department 
sponsored a St. Patrick's Day Fun Run, 
Saturday, March 1 7. 

Participants had the choice of run
ning½, 1, 3, or 6 miles. 

All contestants received a T-shirt 
when they finished their run. 

The ½-mile run, set up for young
sters, was won by COM student Jessie 
Monnen. 

Vikki Boullion , COM PE major, said, 
"I ran for the fun of it, and the exer
cise." 

Wally Homes, who finished fourth in 
the three-mile race said, "I wanted to 
see if I could run three miles under 20 
minutes, and I did. Also, I ran to meet 

· people." 
Special awards were given to the 

best dressed contestants. 
Julia Benson , daughter of COM stu

dent Beverly Benson, won four Cokes 
and a pizza from Pizza Inn. JoAnne 
Lord, COM student, won a gold brick 
for her costume. 

Santa Fe coash Sonny Amaya 
brought 18 kids from the Santa Fe 
area to the Fun Run. Amaya placed 
first in the one-mile race. 

COM student Randy McDonald 
said, "It might be a good idea to have 
competitive runs mixed with fun 
runs." He suggested that the Recrea
tion Department alternate competi
tive and fun runs monthly. 

ENERGY. 
We can't afford 

to waste it. 

Weight Course Successful 

In April, another faculty staff game 
of baseball will be played. Anyone 
interested in participating should call 
extension 417 or 420. 

by Karen Hoffman 

COM's PE department is having suc
cess with a recently developed course 
called Weight Reduction and Main
tenance. 

The course was developed by Jerry 
Bryant during the summer of 1978, 
in conjunction with the Weight Con
trol Clinic of Methodist Hospital in 
Houston. The goal of this course is 
to teach good nutrition, benefits of 
exercise, and how to maintain weight 
loss, according to Bryant. 

The class meets twice a week for 
four months. During this time, stu
dents keep a food record , calorie and 
weight graph, and a physical activity 
record. Students are taught how emo
tions relate to eating, and how to cut 
down on quantity. Measurements are 
taken three times during the course, 
and a profile picture of each student 
is taken on the first last class days. 
Students also sign a weight contract 
with another person to lose a certain 
amount of weight in five weeks. Out
of-class motivation is stressed. 

The first weight reduction and 
maintenance class was held during 
fall semester 1978. Out of a class of 
22, 16 finished and a total of 190 
pounds and 150 inches were lost. 
"Those who have taken this course, 
and are taking it now, are happy and 
satisfied with the body-toning this 
course makes possible," said Bryant. 

"There is a definite need for this 
type course at COM," said Bryant. 
There is a waiting list at present. 
Hopefully the course will expand to 
more than one class, so more people 
can benefit from the course. 

sssssssssssss-sssssssssss 
Q: ls a flashing red light at night the 
same as a 4-way stop on a regular stop 
sign? - N.B., Austin 
A: Yes. A flashing red light, day or 
night, means that you must make a 
complete stop until it is safe to con
tinue. Yield the right of way to 
vehicles on right. 

:sssssssssssss~ 

Taylor Have a Nice Summer ! 

( Can't.from page one) 

Before adjourning into Executive Session with Taylor , the board heard presen
tation and documentation of faculty-staff resolutions. These resolutions, voted 
on by 77 percent of COM employees, were read and discussed by faculty and 
staff members. Dan Travaille, Director of Health, Physical Education, and 
Recreation, said in a concluding statement, "We are reasonable people with no 
love of disruption ... We·take no joy in doing this, but we are confused and no 
longer certain of Taylor's leadership abilities." 

The board then asked if anyone in the audience would like to speak. Paul 
Teague, former chairman of the board, said, "I am concerned with the future 
of the board and the president...I'm not really sure if Dr. Taylor is capable of 
changing his management style." 

Bill Fetter, president of Texas City Refining Company, spoke in support of 
Taylor, stating, "The easiest solution would be to fire the boss. But that is 
wrong 90 percent of the time." 

Local attorney Roy Engelke said, "COM might have the high cost of (buying 
out the president's) contract, yet there might be even higher prices." 

Other action taken by the board included a reaffirmation (by 6 to 1) of 
Taylor's proposed COM administrative restructuring, with the exception that 
the office of Executive Dean, apparently created for George Miller in violation 
of COM ?ffirmative action policy, was abolished. Miller has been reappointed to 
his previously 1-).eld office of Assistant to the President for Planning and Develop
ment, "a staff position, not an administrative one," according to Taylor. 



ctober 1979 

photo by Julia Kolodziej 
PARK and SWIM 

COM Closes 
by Beverly Stephens ' 

COM was closed from 4 PM Sep
tember 19 until 8 AM September 21, 
due to continued flooding in Galves
ton County. 

The latest floods were caused by 
some 60 hours of rain. 

COM was to have resumed classes 
at 12:30 PM September 20, according 
to Dr. Fred Taylor, President of COM. 
The decision to re-open the campus 
was based on information Taylor 
received from the Texas City Poli:ce 
Department, the LaMarque Police 
Department, and local civil defense 
stating entraces to COM were not 
floode<;l. 

The decision for COM to remain 
closed was made after seeing the ex
tent of flooding in Texas City and 
Dickinson. Instructors also reported 

they could not get to the campus 
because of high water, Taylor stated. 

"There was no flood water in 
any COM buildings," Taylor said. 
"However, some water blew in, due 
to winds, at the Office of Communi-
cation Services." 

COM will close down completely 
when a hurricane watch is announced, 
Taylor said. Information regarding 
closing of the campus in flooding will 
be given on radio stations KTLW, 
KILE, KILT, and KTRH, and TV sta
tions 2, 11, and 13. 

"After our experience with tropical 
storms Claudette and Frederic, it is 
obvious that at least three days are 
needed in advance of a hurricane for 
residents to leave the area before the 
roads are impassable," he said. 
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Plans for Year 
by Mike Durisseau· 

"We're about ready to complete 
all work necessary for an All-College 
Council (ACC)," says President Dr. 
Fred Taylor in a recent review of 
issues facing COM in the 1979-80 
academic year. 

"The purpose of ACC is to be 
a communication instrument," he 
said. Three students will be elected 
to the council, along with represen
tatives of faculty and staff. The 
first meeting will define a charter for 
ACC. The charter will then be 
approved by the COM Board of Trus
tees. 

Other plans for the year"include a 
meeting on energy conservation, new 
engineering, arts, and writing programs, 
and a competency-based instruction 
program in Tech-Voe, Taylor said. 

He also discussed the new student 
ctiYities council (COMSAC), saying, 

"I'm going to wait and see if it works. 

I'm looking forward to seeing Dr. 
Warren Dodson do his best to come 
up with some fresh ideas." Dodson, 
Director of Career Decisions and 
Student Life, is heading the organi
zation of the student group. 

Taylor will not have any direct 
control over COMSAC, but "some
one has got to be able to say that 
students can or can't do something. 
We would hope students would be 
able to police themselves. They 
ought to be able to do it," he 
explained. 
As to extension of Dr. Taylor's 

employment contract, which was 
under consideration recently, COM 
Board President Bill Flaniken said, 
"It was renewed last month through 
1982. If he so desires, he can resign · 
at any time, if he finds something 
better." 

"I'm not concerned at all about 
the renewal," Taylor said. 

All-College COUNCIL 
by Lori L. Hall 

In a two-hour, open-forum session 
on August 21, COM employees dis
cussed and voted on three alternative 
plans of representation on the propos
ed All-College Council. 

Plans A, B, and C, presented by 
Task Force representative Larry 
Stanley, had been developed to pro
vide an opportunity for all segments 
to openly voice opinions and offer 
additional plans. 

As the result of an Aug4st 21 and 
22 election, "Plan C" received most 
votes and will be the council's repre
sentational structure. In "Plan C," 
employees will be ·selected from six 

specified groups. Group A, for 
example, consists of three student 
members, while Group B contains 
groundsmen, custodians, and watch
men. 

Another six employees will be 
elected on an at-large basis. A memo 
from Fine Arts Chairman Stanley to 
COM President Fred Taylor stated, 
"Voting for six at-large positions 
would be restricted to voting for three 
(non-student) candidates with the 
top vote-getters being elected." 

"Part-time employees are eligible 
to vote or be a candidate in their 

Can't on p. 4 

Dodson DISBANOS COMSA 
by Mike Durisseau 

COM Student Association has been 
disbanded by COM administrative 
personnel because the administration 
felt it was "ineffective." 

. Director of Career Decisions and 
Student Life Dr. Warren Dodson, 
and his associate director Leroy 
August, were responsible for dis
banding the student association, 
Dodson said. There was no connec
tion between disbandment of COMSA 
and the student ad hoc committee 

(StuCOM) which demanded President 
Fred Taylor's resignation last spring 
of 1979, he said. 

"The dissolution of COMSA hope
fully has not been interpreted by COM 
students as a retaliatory effort by the 

· administration for students who orga-

nized a movement of protest against 
Dr. Taylor," · Dodson said. Policy 
statements issued by the administra
tion at the time stated no punitive 
action would be taken against stu
dents, staff or faculty for participa
tion in the protests. 

"COMSA meetings were too in
frequent, they were not publicized, 
there was very little accomplished, 
and there was little student parti

cipation," he said. According 
to Dodson, there were only five 
COMSA meetings during the 1978-
79 academic year. 

"There is a need to augment what's 
happening in the classroom with some 
social development," Dodson 
explained. "The Student Activities 
Council (COMSAC) was discussed 
with the 1978-79 .COMSA officers. 

The proposal was distributed to club 
sponsors and advisors who reviewed 
the document, relayed the informa
tion to students and gave feedback 
to me;'he said . 

Under the proposed replacement 
council (COMSAC), all campus clubs 
and organizations will select two 
people to serve as "information 
conduits," he said. Any other stu
dent can join COMSAC as a voting 
member by attending meetings. 
The elected COMSAC president will 
be student liason to COM's Board of 
Trustees. 

One of COMSA's problems in the 
past had been "diversity," or lack of 
cohesion among students, Dodson 
said, and the idea of the council is 
to bring diverse group~ together. 

"I think COM students should be 
able to do more at this college than 
just take classes. At some point, all 
of us must work together to dispel 
the notion we are dealing with 'kids', 
and acknowledge our students as 
rational, mature adults. One way elf 
doing this is through development of 
as system giving a real opportunity 
to make decisions meaningfully, 
effecting education at COM," Dodson 
said. 

New 
FACES 
On Campus 
page 4 
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All-College Council Fails ACTIVITIES FEE 
by Lori L. Hall 

In April 1978, COM President 
Fred Taylor proposed an All-College 
Council comprised of COM's faculty, 
staff, and students. The council could 
allow all segments of the college com
munity to voice opinions about deci
sions directly affecting them. Thus, 
each council member would voice 
primary concerns of the college com
munity. 

The council as now proposed fails 
to provide COM employees and stu
dents with an effective mechanism 
for direct participation in the real 
decision-making process of this 
institution. Under accepted "Plan C," 
council members are restricted to 
voicing opinions, as opposed to vot
ing on individual issues. 

Presently, the All- College Council 
is superfluous. Participatory democ
racy is non-existant in its current 
policy. College community members 
are denied the right to vote in issues 
directly affecting them, because the 
leaders of COM have developed an 
unresponsive hierarchy. Faculty, 

W'hy 20 
by Brnce Regini 

Why can't COM students employed 
as work-study and financial aid re
cipients work more than 20 hours? 
According to Dan Doyle, Director of 
Financial Aid and Placement, U.S. 
Government regulations prevent it. 

The HEW's Inabling Act states 
students cannot be employed by their 
schools for more than 15 hours (in 
1977 , new legislation raised this total 
to 20 hours) a week. Federal law does 
not permit schools to ignore these 
regulations, and COM has observed 

staff, and students are expected only 
to voice opinions and concerns, with
out active participation in decisions. 

The fact is, no limited amount of 
input produced by the COM commu
nity today will immediately influence 
the outcome of any final decisions. 
As a result, apathetic feelings shared 
by most COM employees, students, 
and administrators will continue to 
exist as long as the right to speak 
through a final and decisive ballot is 
denied. 

The controlling power in the upper 
echelon of this institution must be 
disseminated among all segments of 
the college community. Faculty, 
staff, students, and administrators 
must all have an equal voice in de
cisions affecting COM. Presently, a 
handful of administrators control 
this institution. One must thereby 
assume the leadership at COM will 
place essentially little value on the 
All-College Council until partici
patory democracy becomes a reality 
at this institution. 

Hours? 
them since its inception in 1969. 

The basis for these regulations is 
that education should be more im
portant than working to pay for it. 
The difficulty of working full time and 
attending classes more than 12 hours 
is monumental. . Part-time employment 
at COM, at a decent rate , should be 
available. But money is scare , und 
are limited. It's better for COM to 
employ more students at fewer hours. 
In any case, it would take an act of 
Congress to change the current law. 

--GOTCHY A--
by Laura Lynn-Stanley 

They did it -- gotchya -- and you 
never felt a thing. 

Registration Day: You herd toget
her, prodded , poked, from station to 
station, to take one more step toward 
higher education . Computerized 
sheets contain little digits and sym
bols -- the vital statistics of your life 
progress. 

At this point, you added more 
information , plodded along, checked 
at regular intervals so all empty blanks 
are filled. You fill out an envelope, a 
yellow piece of paper, pose for your 
yearbook (yearbook?!) photo. 

(You feel like you have a number 
strapped across your chest. The 
photo was a surprise. Behind you 
comes a young mother with a whining 
out-of-sorts two-year-old wrapped 
around her right hip. Plastic sewer 
pipe-size rollers are in her hair. 
"Say Cheese!") 

You're advised. You make deci
sions affecting the rest of your life. 
You schedule classes, then a compu
ter decides if they're acceptable. 
More digits are fed to the computer 
regarding you. 

Human voice (at last): "You're 
registered. Go to the next station. 
Wait for your name to be called. Pay 
your fees." The end is near. You 
pay out, you're ready to haul out. 

Then comes your reward. 
A plastic bag. You sign a card 

(name , address , sex) and hold in your 
hands "the key to academic success." 

But what does a bar of Coast deodo
rant soap, a BIC razor, Playtex tam
pons, and Massengill disposable 
douche have to do with a successful 

college career? ls a well-deodorized, 
clean, shaven, protected body essen
tial to learning? 

Or do the distributors hope we'll 
find these products better than what 
we're currently using? What happens 
to the card we signed? Is that infor
mation for yet another computer? 

Do we now receive more unsolicited 
"opportunities" for encyclopedias, 
magazines, and records through the 
mail? What fool would turn down 
a free gift to avoid giving name and 
address on a card? Especially when 
a reward is given after a hard day's 
registration? 

Here's the first lesson of a new 
semester. Don't be led. Use common 
sense. Ask questions when giving 
information about yourselves. You 
have the right to say "no" when 
asked to give out personal data. 
You never know whose computer 
you'll be fed into next -- or what the 
information might be used to sell. 

by Beverly Stephens 

COM students enrolled in 13 cre-
dit hours pay $6.50 in student service 
fees. Why pay a student service if there 
are no student services? 

''The Student Service Fee, as aut
horized by state law, is required of all 
students. The income from this fee 
supports recreational activities, artist 
and lecture series, student publications 
and government, cultural entertain• 
ment and other student services, as 
authorized by State law" (COM cata
log page 22). 

Recent reorganization of COM's 
administrative structure places student 
activities under direction of Dr. 
Donald Mortvedt (Dean of Instruction 
and Student Development), Robert 
Shinn (Associate Dean, Learning Re
sources Center), and Dr. Warren Dod
son (Director, Career Decisions Cen
ter/Student Life). 

In order to facilitate joining stu
dent government, activities, and 

representation to the COM Board of 
Trustees, COM Student Association 
(COMSA) has been replaced by a Stu
dent Activities Council (COMSAC), 
which is intended to be an outlet for 
students. In this restructuring, faculty 
and administrators who disbanded the 
student association intend that the 
COMSAC will be a channel for all 
likes, dislikes and comments. 

The student population at COM 
is diversified, and student activities 
should reflect that, according to Mort
devt. This year, students will be 
offered a number of activities. How
ever , before any plans for activities 
can be made, students must let COM
SAC know what they want. 

One channel for student opinion 
is the coupon in this InterCOM issue, 
and another is COMSAC meetings. 
The only way students can get their 
money's worth is to get involved. The 
choice is up to you. 

W'ill 
by Karen Hoffman 

COMSAC W'ork? 
Only 30 students attended the 

first two COMSAC meetings. This 
scant 14 per cent of COM's total 
enrollment of 2,400 attended meet
ings advertised through posters 
around campus. Apparently COM 
students either don't read posters, 
or just don't care about student 
activities. 

Organization of COMSAC and 
election of officers were the main 
topics of discussion at the first two 
SAC meetings. Those attending showed 
interest in the council working, but 
also seemed to be more interested in 
the power to run COMSAC than in 
the organization itself or the direc-

tion of early meetings. According 

to Dr. Donald Mortvedt, Dean of Stu
dent Life, the budget alloted for stu
dent activity programs is $12,500 for 
the 1979-80 school year. But the 
budget will not be approved by 
COM's Board of Trustees until some
time late in October. 

COMSAC will not work unless 
more students get involved now, 
and there is some sincere interest 

in successful organization of the 
meetings. COM students have the 
potential and the money to make 
activities happen. 

Students interested in knowing 
more about COMSAC should request 
a copy of its constitution from the 
Career Decisions Center , and attend 
the fourth meeting October 14. 

COUNSELING 
by Alton E. Hayes 

The new counseling decentraliza
tion puts counselors in each depart
ment at COM. This system can better 
help students, and give counselors 
more gratifying results. A counselor 
can take pride when a student makes 
excellent grades in history after con
ference discussions and help. A 
student may find he's ideal for a job 
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in the community he never pre
viously thought he could get, before 
counseling. 

The manner of grouping counseling 
personnel is irrelevant. The concern of 
both students and administration 
should be whether or not the program 
works. The effectiveness of the coun
selors, not their office location, is the 
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HERE•s HOW YOU KNOW 
IT•s GOING TO BE A BAD DAY. 
You put your bra on backwards 
and it fits better. 
You wake up to discover your water 
bed broke and then you remember 
that you don't have a water bed. 
You call Suicide Prevention and 
they put you on hold. 

You wake up face down on the 
pavement. 
You see a "60 Minutes" news team 
waiting in your office. 

You want to put on the clothes you 
wore home from the party and there 
aren't any. 
The woman you've been seeing on 
the side begins to look like your wife. 

Your horn goes off accidentally and 
remains stuck as you follow a group 
of Hell's Angels on the freeway. 

You turn on the news and they're 
showing emergency routes out of 
your city. --------------------------, HOW WOULD YOU 

LIKE TO SEE YOUR ACTIVITIES FEES SPENT? 

Films(which ones?) _____________ _ 

Concerts (who?) ______________ _ 

Lecturers (who?) 

Entertainers (who?)--------------

Dances 

Other (what?) 

Deposit in lnterCOM box in Student Center. 

--------------------------J 
Child Care Services 

by Becky La Croix 
A child-care service began for stu

dents registered in COM's Technical
Vocational Department on· August 27. 

The service is provided through 
Guardian School in Dickinson. 

According to Child Development 
Program Co-ordinator Jan Smith, the 
service was started because of "tremen
dous need for day care services by 
students attending COM." 

Funding for the program was 
received from Texas Education 
Agency (TEA), and matched by COM . 
Smith said there is "a good chance the 
monies will be available for the next 
few years, but there is no guarantee." 
Unfortunately, TEA requirements 

state funds can only be used for 
Tech-Voe students, she said. 

Smith said alternatives need to be 
explored to meet all students' needs 
for child-care services. A college
controlled facility or training center 
could be answers, she said. 

"Having convenient, quality child
care available would make attending 
college more accessible to more stu
dents," said Smith. "As Americans, 
we need to address the needs of our 
children. I'm delighted COM is begin
ning to do that. 

"It's a good beginning, but just a 
beginning," Smith said. 

Tom Herman Moves 
by Theresa A. Pina 

Psychological counseling offices 
of Tom Herman, moved from the 
College Center to the Learning Re
sources Center last spring, seems to 
be on wheels . . It was relocated three 
times during the last academic year. 

Only two students polled by Inter
COM knew what psychological coun
seling was, much less where it is. 

Counseling is divided into eight 
service areas -- testing (conducted in 
the Testing Center), Career Decision, 
Student Affairs (all activities on cam
pus), counseling for veterans, Tech
nical-Vocational, Continuing Educa
tion, and Academic Counseling. 
Theraputic Counseling helps students 
cope with problems concerning them
selves, school, home, and family. 
Herman is in charge of all divisions. 

Limited office space is the major 
cause of Herman's office relocation. 
"It's riot really a drastic change," he 
says. "Most classes are in this build-

ing, so it's easier to reach students." 
Herman's office is in Suite B (Human
ities), with hours from 8-9:30 AM. 

Student Jamie West reflects the 
attitude of many in saying Herman's 
new office won'·t be hard to find. 
"After all, he's always on campus," 
she says. 

Psychological counseling is a vital 
service for students, says Herman. 
"Students are no different from any
one else. Coping with life is the same 
complex exercise, whether you're a 
student or not. Coping mechanisms, 
when not productive, become barriers. 
What I do is assist people getting 
through their barriers, in order to 
move easily to achieve their purposes." 

At COM, one major purpose is 
acquiring an education, and Herman 
urges students to contact him is they 
need help, in any way, completing 
that task. 

Snack Bar Hours 
(OCS) 

College of the Mainland's snack 
bar in the College Center is being re
organized to offer its customers 
faster service, according to Dave Rae, 

Director to Auxiliary Services. 
Rae explained the snack bar will 

be renovated to permit two I ines. One 
will be used for full service, while the 
other will be for customers ordering 
only beverages. 

"We are beginning a numbering 

Decline 
COM'S fall enrollment registered 

a one percent decrease on a head
count basis (2,483) and a two percent 
increase in contact hours (443,344) 
according to recent figures issued by 
the Admissions Office. 

A preliminary survey of the enroll
ment figures show the decrease from 
last fall's 2,511 figure was in the area 
of veterans' enrollment and in real 
estate classes. 

system in which customers place 
their orders, receive a number and 
go into the dining area to wait for 
their numbers to be called," Rae 

explained. "In this way, customers 
won't be standing in line waiting for 
their orders to be complete." 

Rae pointed out the new expanded 
hours for the snack bar are 7:30 a.m.-
7 p.m. Mondays-Thursdays and 
7:30 a.m. to 3.p.m. Fridays. 

For Breakfast 
Lunch or Dinner 

HOURS: M, T, W, Th-
7:30 to 7:00 

Friday 
7:30 to 3:00 

~omen's Center 
by Laura Lynn-Stanley 

Texas Education Agency (TEA) 
has renewed a $ 27,018 grant for 
COM) Women's Center, according 
to Director- Counselor Barbara Crews. 

The grant provides for maintenance 
of offices on the second floor of the 
LRC, one full-time counselor, and one 
part-time secretary. 

Crews explained that the Women's 
Center provides a wide range of ser
vices to women students in the form 
of counseling, workshops, seminars, 
and information referral services. 

The Women's Center, part of COM 
Tech-Voe programs, coordinates 
with other campus services, "to aid 

women in personal and academic 
transitions ," Crews said. 

An Assertiveness Training Work
shop, Women 's Growth Group, and 
Career Decision- Making are some 
courses offered this year by the Cen
ter. The TEA sees a need for women's 
centers, and funds such programs 
statewide, Crews pointed out, 

"Ideally, there won't be a need for 
a Women's Center at all, once everyone 
is enlightened and knows what possi
bilities there are," Crews continued, 
"when women can balance home , 
family and career and feel comfort
able with all." 

Counseling Decentralized 
by Alton E. Hayes· 

Students' needs are better served by 
having counselors available in each de
partmental office at COM, as opposed 
to having a center of counseling, ac
cording to Associate Dean of Learning 
Resources Bob Shinn. 

Students enrolled at COM in at 
least one of the academic fields now 
have more immediate access to coun
seling, Shinn pointed out. This offers 
a more individual approach to student 
needs and deficiencies, which often 
arise after major course of study is 
chosen. 

Frequently, students choose a field 
they may not possess the aptitude to 
master, he said. In such a situation, 
instructors refer students to a coun
selor. The counselor locates and diag-

noises the student's problem on an 
individual basis. 

"Re-evaluation indirectly leads to 
the question of --why is a student 
seeking a particular goal? A student in 
Tech-Voe may have been interested 
in a certain job, but not have skills 
to win it," Shinn pointed out. COM 
counselors are equipped with insights 
and credentials to deal with individual 
personal needs, to help students pursue 
desired goals more quickly. 

It is to the benefit of both students 
and counselors to achieve students' 
maximum goals, he said. The coun
selors' endeavors are sometimes taken 
for granted, but counselors are at COM 
to help students. If students don't seek 
counseling when they need it, no one 
is successful, Shinn said. 

ENERGY. 
We can't afford 

to waste it. 
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New FACES 
on CAMPUS 

by Rachel Martinez 

Four new instructors have joined 
COM for the fall 1979 semester. 

Mona Marshall (art), Elaine Renola 
(nursing), Johnette Plantz (business), 
and Laura Gordy (music) were hired 
for the 1979-80 school year. 

Marshall, instructor for the fine arts 
division, received her bachelor's degree 

· from University of Michigan, and her 
masters from Taylor Art Institute of 
San Francisco. She has also studied 
at Tyler School of Art in Rome. 

Marshall has won various purchase 
awarJs (win:.mg work sells), received 
grants from McDowell Foundation in 
N v l fa mpshi re, and exhibited her 
a, L work primarily in California. 

She will teach basic design and 
drawing at COM, plus a new course 
in ar t photography . 

Marshall says about COM, "It's a 
great place. In a smaller college, one 
gets to know people better, and you 
have the freedom to teach the way 
you want." 

Elaine Renola , new nursing instruc
tor for the health occupations division 
received her bachelor's degree from 
Penn State University, and her masters 
from Texas Women's University. Be-

SPORTS 
by DeRay Block 

New pool hours have been announ
ced for after-school swims, according 
to the October activity calendar of 
COM's PE & REC Department. 

For the rest of 1979, the pool will 
open for youth swims from 4 - 5 PM 
Mondays through Fridays. Other 
sports news: 

* A racquetball tournament will 
be held October 12-14, with the 
deadline for entry set October 9 
by 5 PM. 

* Sign-up deadline for the self
defense workshop is October 15. 
The workshop will be held Octo
ber 17. 

* A country-western dance work
shop comes up October 19 at 
8 PM for a fee of $2 per person. 
Deadline: October 16. 

* Bellydancing workshop is fea
tured October 20 from 1-4 PM. 

. fore teaching at COM, Renola taught 
for three years at an Illinpis hospital, 
and one year at Penn State. 

"It's pretty hectic working here, 
but so far I like what I see. The stu
dents are just super," she says. 

Johnette Plantz, business instructQr, 
is a graduate of Kansas State Universi
ty (bachelors degree) , and Louisiana 
State University (masters degree). 
Prior to joining COM, Plantz taught 
at a business college in Baton Rouge. 
She teaches typing , accounting, and 
introduction to business. 

Laura Gordy, part-time piano 
instructor , comes to COM with an 
impressive background in the music 
field. She received her masters degree 
in music:from Rice University under 
a graduate fellowship, and earned her 
bachelors degree summa cum laude, 
from the University of Cincinnati. 

While at the University of Cincin
nati, Gordy was awarded conserva
tory of music honor scholarships, as 
well as The Deans Award for out
standing academic achievement: Some 
of her credits include numerous solo • 
piano recitals•, and contemporary mu- . 
sic concerts in Cincinnati ·and· Houston. 

* Innertube water basketball and 
a pingpong tournament both 
fall on October 24 at 7 PM 
(pingpong) and 8-10 PM (bas
ketball). 

* On October 26 at 8 PM, "The 
Blob" will be shown for $1 per 
person. 

* A canoe trip finishes-out the 
month of October, running from 
the 27 through the 28. The 
Guadalupe trip has a fee of $1 O 
per person. 

Repair 
(;op.tinuation of the first small 

motor repair course will begin 
October 30. The six-week Small 
Motor Repair II course, taught by 
Will Thomas, will meet Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 6:30-9:30 p.m. 
The student will work on his own 
motor and learn to diagnose and cure 
its ills. Cost is $36.' 

Language 
Classes 
Closed 
by Dewane Garrett 

COM's French and German classes 
are a thing of the past, according to 
Chairman of Art--Humanities, Larry 
Stanley. 

Classes in any languages other than 
Spanish have.not been sought out, 
Stanley said, adding "there was simply 
~o support and very poor participa
tion in the French and German pro
grams. 

"The recent cutback had no real 
effect on these two courses, " Stan-
ley pointed out. He added that if 
students could get a petition signed · -
by a substantial number of students, 
which would indicate participation 
in the program, "the administration 
may consider having these vital 
classes reinstated." 

Just for You 
Basic darkroom photography classes 

will begin through COM's Community 
Education Cooperative October 29. 
The $11 course will be taught by Dave 
Palmer, Mondays from 7-9 p.m. 
Students will process and develop 
film, make contact sheets, do projec
tion print scales; print and work on 
individual projects. The class runs 
three weeks. · 

Gary Utley will teach a five-week 
sign language course on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays beginning October 23 
from (i:30-9 p.m. in Dickinson. 
Students will learn by doing the 
basic signs necessary for non-oral 
communication. Cost is $i4. 

Lochie Fowler will teach a two
week defensive driving course on 
Tuesdays artd Thursdays beginning 
Octobe~ 23 from 7-9 p.m. in Dick
inson. 

Interested persons may register in 
the Non-Credit Registration Office, 
located in the Administration Build
ing, between the hours of 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m. on Monday through Thursday 
and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday. For 
courses offered in Santa Fe and 
Dickinson, participants will register 
at the first meeting of the class. 

For further information, please 
call 938-1211, extension 266. 

A six-week country-western.dance 
class will be offered in Santa Fe. 
Taught by Viola Miller, the class will 
meet Tuesdays beginning October 30 
from 7:30-9 p.m. Cost is $9. 

Two ballroom dancing classes are 
being offered for nine weeks at 
Nessler Center in Texas City. The 
Bronze Standard, Part I, Tuesdays 
beginning November 6 from 8-10 
p.m., will be taught by Bonnie 
Briggs. A satisfactory knowledge of 
the basic steps in the waltz, tango, 
mambo, umbia and hustle must be 
demonstrated before enrollment. 
The six step patterns of the foxtrot, 
samba, swim, rumba and cha-cha will 
be featured. Cost is $20. 

The Silver Standard, taught by 
Dorothy Phelan, begins November 9 
from 8-10 p.m. Cost for the advanc
ed ballroom dance class is $25 for the 
nine-week course. To register, 
students must have instructor approval. 

Page 4 

coiv.c 
briefs 
Bill Raley, COM Director of 

Apprenticeship and Skills Training is 
back from the Middle East after serv
ing as consultant for the Abu Dhabi 
Natjonal Oil Company ... A 
"Student Consumer's Guide," pro
grams of student financial aid sup
ported by the U.S. Office of Educa
tion, is available from P.O. Box 84, 
Washington, D.~., 20044 ... Terry 
and Ed Campagna, hypnotists, will 
hold a weekend hypnosis course 
October 25-27 at COM. Fee is $300 
for six sessions of three hours each, 
from 9AM ·to 1PM. For more data, 
call ext. 266 ... COM biology instructor 
Paul Williamson is new divisional 
leader for biology speciality fields of 
Educational Testing Service Advanced 
Placement Programs of Princeton, 
NJ. He's currently a doctoral candi
date at U of Wyoming ... A traffic 
sig~al wlll be fully operational at 
Highway 1764 and Amburn Road by 
April 1980, according to a recent 
memo from President Fred Taylor ... 
The Texas Renaissance Festival will 
continue on weekends through No
vember 4. For more information, 
call the PE office at 417 ... Arthur 
Whittington, accountant, has been 
added to the business office staff ... 
Fall pool hours are 7-10 PM M/W 
and 12:30-2 PM T/TH for recrea
tional swimming 8-9 AM and 5-6 
PM Mondays through Fridays for adult 
lap swims. There's also an adult and 
youth swim 4-5 PM Mondays through 
Fridays, Fridays from 7-10 PM, and 
Satu_rdays and Sundays from 1-4 PM. 
... N,ew COM Press and Office of 
Communications staffers are Julia 
~olodziej (graphics designer), Lisa 
Smith (publications assistant), Mary 
Vaughan (information desk secretary). 
Glena Pfennig (part-time newswriter), 
and Rita Leyva (duplicating clerk) ... 
Lynn Lamkin's voice recital will be 
held at 8 PM October 23 in the COM 
Theatre. 

All-College 
Council 

Con't from p. 1 
repective groups. Election of at-large 
candidates should follow group elec
tions, to allow persons to run at-large 
if they were not elected by their 
group," stated Stanley's memo. 

An All-College Council represen
tative should be "sensitive, fair-minded, 
a good communicator, and dedicated 
to the council's responsibilities," the 
memo further stated, and such an 
individual "should have the trust and 
respect of COM employees and stu
dents." 

Stanley later commented, "The 
All-College Council has been called a 
communications model. It can be a 
way for employees and students to 
not just give input, but also have 
impact on substantive issues affecting 
this college community." 
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Del taco's nide to 
Houston hot spots. 

If you want to find the freshest Mexican 
and American menu under the sun plus the convenience 

of drive-through, dine-in or carry-out service, 
just look at the guide below. 

Alvin 
260 Bypass 35 

Bay City 
3921 7th St. 

Conroe 

OPEN 

802 Loop 336 West 

Houston 
14510 Memorial Dr. 

4502 W. Fuqua 
4902 Kirby Dr. 

917 Edgebrook Dr. 
3030Cullen Blvd. 

5919 S. Braeswood Blvd. 

South Houston 
1503 Spencer Hwy. 

Spring 
7400 Louetta Rd. 

Webster 
938 NASA Rd. I 

914 Federal Rd. 
401 Richmond Ave. 
9204 Bellaire Blvd: 
1915 Mangum Rd. 
55 22 Bellaire Blvd. 

10100 Bissonnet Rd. 

COMING SOON 

Houston 
218 Greens Rd. 

Wilcrest & SE Freeway 
2420 Gessner Dr. 

'Dins City 
30101 Palmer Hwy. 

At Del Taco, your future could be hot stuff. 
©Del Taco Corporation 1979 

Ask for a management career folder at your nearest Del Taco. 

Page 5 
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Exhibit 
Opens 

COM will feature a showing of 
recent paintings by Jean Wetta, well
known Galveston artist, in the Fine 
Arts Gallery, October 15-31. 

A reception will be held Monday, 
October 15. 5-7 PM. 

Wetta will also show slides and 
talk informally at a "Brown Bag" 
lunch in Room 117 of the Fine Arts 
Building on October 22 . Coffee will 
be provided and everyone is invited 
to exchange ideas. 

Despite her youth, Wetta has many 
years of teaching experience, begin
ning as a junior high school teacher in 
Missouri, then at Louisiana State 
University , Baton Rouge ; Louisiana 
Design Instil 'Le, Baton Rouge; and 
Crewe and Alsagar College , Alsagar, 
England. 51e is now teachir•g at 
Galveston Arts Center. 

Originally from Missouri, Wetta 
earned a BA from Webster College, 

Jean Wetta 
St. Louis, and went on to Louisiana 
State University where she received 
her MA in painting in 1970. In the 
last 10 years , she has exhibited 
widely , including nine one-artist 
shows. 

The Art Gallery will be open from 
1 O AM - 4 PM every weekday, and 
from 7 - 9 PM during performances 
of Community Theatre's "Cherry 
Orchard." 

photo by Glena Pfennig 

RUTH ROBBINS and VICTORY EARLS 

GED Classes 
A high-school diploma or General 

Equivalency Diploma (GED) is 
presently worth $98,000, and its value 
is going up fast. 

A person with one to three years of 
high school can expect to earn an 
average income of $380,000 in his 
lifetime. With a high school diploma 
or a GED, one can earn $478,000. · 

Class times are 9-12 noon, MWF, 
Danforth Campus; 6:30-9 PM, TTh, 
Santa Fe High School; l 2-3PM daily, 
COM campus; 7-9 PM, MW, Hitchcock 
High School; 7-9 PM, TTh, League 

COM's 

City ; 6:30-9:30 PM, TTh, Dickinson 
(McAdams Junior High School); 7-10 
PM , TTh, Friendswood High School. 

GED preparation classes are held 
to help applicants get ready for the 
five GED tests: reading, writing skill, 
science , social studies and math. 
COM does not charge for the classes 
or the GED examination. 

For additional information on the 
GED prep classes in one's area, call 
the Adult Basic Education Office at 
938-1211 or 925-6212. 

New York, Theatre Tour 
COM's annual New York Theatre 

tour has been planned for November 
21-25. Participants will spend five 
days and four nights in New York 
City attending Broadway show, shop
ping, and sight-seeing. 

The tour price of $435 includes 
round-trip airfare to New York City, 
four nights at the Piccadilly Hotel, 

transportation to and from airport 
and hotel, baggage tips at hotel, 
tickets to three Broadway shows and 
time for individual sightseeing and 
shopping. The tour price is per person, 
double occupancy. 

To arrange booking, contact 
Hazel Knight at 622-4818 or 626-
9717 or Reggie Schwander at 333-
2635. 

CO-OP Education · 
by Becky Freeman 

·~xperience is one qualification 
needed for almost any good job," 
says Ruth Robbins, one of the five 
co-ordinators of the Cooperative 
Training Program (CO-OP). 

Obtaining work experience while 
attending college has been made easier 
for many COM Technical-Vocational 
students by the CO-OP program. 

"Every student needs certain 
skills to get a good job," says Robbins. 

Teaching students various technical 
skills is one of several advantages of 
the program. CO-OP also offers oppor
tunities for personal and professional 
development, and helps students to 
handle the responsibilities this requires. 

"The CO-OP student is able to earn 
while learning," she points out. "He 
obtains confidence, skill, and maturity 
in human relations and develops work
ing relationships with business profes
sionals." 

Admission to the program is restric
ted to Tech-Voe students who have 
attended COM at least two semesters 
with satisfactory grade point averages. 
To integrate courses into the overall 

academic program of studies, partici
pating students receive academic 
counseling. 

CO-OP students follow all rules and 
policies of the sponsoring company 
and attend on-campus meetings. Most 
importantly, the student is expected 
to perform on-the-job to the best of 
his ability. 

The employer's responsibility is 
to guide the student's professional 
growth by counseling with him con
cerning areas needing improvement. 
The supervising employer must also 
evaluate the student's performance 
at the end of each academic quarter. 

Advantages of the Cooperative 
Education program are not restricted 
to the student alone, but are shared by 
COM and the community as well, 
Robbins said. CO-OP increases 
responsiveness to community needs, 
and promotes active involvement in 
both economic and social institutions 
of the community. 

"If CO-OP had only been able to 
help one student, it would have been_ 
a success," she pointed out. 

Victory Ea·rls Awarded 
Victory Earls, COM Co-Operative 

student, is the first Johnson Space 
Center "Co-Oper" to receive a sus
tained superior performance award. 

Assigned to the Space Shuttle 
program office as secretarial staff, 
the second-year COM student was 
presented the award by Robert F. 
Thompson, manager of the Space 
Shuttle program. 

One of 87 students in 
the Co-Op progran1, Victory began 
the course of study in January 1979 
and worked for NASA during the 
summer months. NASA was so 
impressed with her performance that 
a permanent job was offered. How
ever, she is continuing in the Co-Op 
program and will return as a Co-Oper 
for NASA in January. 

Her letter of recommendation 
state~, "Victory set-up and developed, 

COM's Community Theatre opened 
Chekhov's THE CHERRY 
ORCHARD , October 11 for weekend 
performances. Appearing are R.J. 
Maxwell and Pam Logan (above,) 

Charles Bailey as G aev, and 
Marilyn Rogers as Varya. 

,. 

with little supervision, her own office 
routine and worked in a very profes
sional manner. Her sound judgment 
and good sense of priorities contri
buted to efficient, smooth flow of the 
Space Shuttle program." 

Besides taking 18 hours at COM, 
Victory also works part-time in the 
COM public safety office and runs her 
household which includes her husband, 
the Rev. Clarence Earls, and two chil
dren, Kenneth and Lashay. 

After completing_ her course of 
study at COM, the Aransas Pass 
native plans to continue her educa• 
tion at the University of Houston. She 
will work toward a bachelor of science 
degree and teaching certification in 
business. 

For more information, contact 
Dr. Dorothy McNutt, chairperson of 
the division of business, at ext. 279. 
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COLLEGE ACTIVITIES 
by Beverly Stephens 

Four COMSAC officers and nine 
faculty-staff members met at 2 PM 
October 22 in Division of Arts and 
Humanities Chairman, Larry Stan
ley's office to discuss college 
activities. 

The purpose of college activities 
is to build rapport between students 
faculty and staff, according to 
COM'~ "College Bulletin." 

One possibility for college 
activities included several mini
events. Some ideas were jogging 
with Mike Bordelon, Becky King, 
and Maryanne Urick, or playing 
pool with Leroy August. Students 

can also challenge ex-Los Angeles 
Dodger Robert Johnston to a 
baseball-batting contest, golf with 
Bill Spillar, or take a faculty or 
staff member to breakfast at the 
COM snack bar. 

COMSAC officers present were 
Eric O'Neal (president), Jack Grigg 
(vice-president), Karen Hoffman 
(secretary), and Glenda Gillis 
(treasurer). Faculty and staff 
present were Dr. Warren Dodson, 
Becky King, Dan Travaille, Stanley, 
Bob Shinn, Robert Johnston;Don 
Bass, Dr. Donald Mortvedt, and 
Carol Veth. 

·EMERGENCY NUMBER 
by Becky Freeman 

Through a new service , on
campus emergencies can be 
re orted by dialing 290 from 
8 AM to 10: 15 PM Mondays 
through Fridays, and 8 AM to 
1 PM on Saturdays. 

"Hopefully this emergency 
number will help solve the 
communication problem which 

0

has existed at COM for the past 
five years," says Security Officer 
Joe Rotramel. 

"A person wishing to report 
a fire, disturbance, or injury often 
cannot reach the switchboard 
operator. COM's console switch-

board system prevents operators 
from selecting calls," he said. 

Extension 290 is for emer
_.,..,,.,..,,.,_.....,,i,,,--""'~ call will be 

given immediate attention, and 
the operator will contact security 
officers or a fire department, if 
necessary. 

Security officers say the only 
concern they have is misuse of 
the emergency .number. No calls 
can be transferred from ext. 290. 

"Anyone hoping to place a 
call more quickly by using the 
number need not bother, because 
it won't work," Rotramel said. 

"The council is a new one 
with new ideas. We must 
begin to generate interest 
among students at COM in 
educational development, 
leadership and organiza
tional skills. COMSAC 
wants to develop a program 
with support from all stu
dents. We need them to 
come on out, and get 
involved." ... O'Neal 

O'NEAL ELECTED 
by Karen Hoffman & 

Dewane Garrett · 
Eric O'Neal was elected new 

president of COM's Student Activ
ities Council (COMSAC) in a day
long election held Oct ob er 16 
from 8 AM to 9 PM in the 
College Center. 

Other officers elected by a vote 
of some 182 students were Jack 
Grigg, vice-president; Karen Hoff
man, secretary; Glenda Gillis, 
treasurer. 

The outcome of the election 
was announced by Dr. Warren T. 
Dodson, Director, Student Life 
and Career Decisions Center, at 
5 PM October 17, during the 
Student Activities meeting. 

Those running for president 
included O'Neal and Connie 
Morrison. Candidates for vice
president were Grigg, Christopher 
Love and Liz Purcell; for secre-

tary, Hoffman, Angela Ford and 
De Anna Guajardo; for treasurer, 
LaDona Henkel, Gillis and Kath
leen Castanie. 

"COMSAC has been estab
lished for all students at COM, 
so they will have a voice in 
happenings at COM. Accom
plishments can't happen without 
student involvement. CO M's 
newly-formed Student Activities 
Council (SAC) is off to a good 
start," says O'Neal. 

"The council is a new one 
with new ideas. We must begin 
to generate interest among 
students at COM in educational 
development, leadership and 
organizational skills," O'Neal 
said. "COMSAC wants to 
develop a program with support 
from all students. We need them 
to come on out, and get 
involved." 

T AYLOR DISCUSSES BOARD RETREAT 
by Lori L. Hall 

In an informal two-hour meet
ing October 18 in the Teaching 
Auditorium (LRC 13 I) , COM 
President Fred Taylor led an 
open discussion with some 45 
faculty and staff members. 

The meeting was held to 
"share information" concerning 

the COM Board of Trustees 
retreat at Columbia Lake 
September 24. 

At the Columbia Lake work
shop, Taylor said, (voting) Board 
members (John Cox, Ernest E. 
Deats, Bill Flaniken, Carmen 
Anderson, Robert P. Green, M.D.) 
and administrators (President Fred 
Taylor, Dr. Fern Ramirez, Dr. 
Donald Mortvedt, Dr. George 
Miller) exchanged lists of con
cerns. 

The meeting was held as an 
attempt to improve the con
tinuing communication difficul
ties between the two groups. 

Prior to the retreat, Taylor in
dicated "steps will be taken in 
reaching solutions, or at least 
strategies, for dealing with these 
concerns." 

He said both the Board and 
administration "will continue 
with plans to address these con
cerns using the proposed process," 
meaning a matrix outlining pro
cedures of discussions between 
the Board, administration, and 
faculty/staff groups . . 

The October 18 meeting was 
also intended to "determine 
what process ~o use in expanding 
the dialogue to include all 
segments of the COM communi
ty," Taylor stated. He suggested 
faculty and staff concerns be 
handled through one of the 
three existing campus groups 
(FACOM, the All-College Council, 
and the COM Secretarial Associa
tion). 

Some COM employees voiced 
disappointment with President 
Taylor's recommendations. John 
Hubitz, acting faculty represen
tative to the Board, referred to 
concerns presented last April. 

"We've already expressed 
concerns which are certainly 
going to come up again in the 
All-College Council," Hubitz 
said. "These concerns have been 

l 
sitting there for seven or eight 
months now. Why is there no 
administrative response to 
faculty and staff concerns?" 

Taylor said the proposed ma
trix "will help us define concerns 
of all faculty and staff. Not all 
faculty and staff here are in 
agreement with other faculty and 
staff. Not all administrators are 
iJ1 agreement. What I'm trying 
to do is get all concerns out on 
the table, then develop some model 
through which we can deal with all 
issues." 

As outlined in Taylor's 
October 2 memo to all employees, 

some agreements were made at the 
workshop. 

Board members who wish to 
make proposals for projects should 
feel free to contact the appropriate 
campus personnel. The Board mem
ber should inform Taylor of the 
visit. Taylor would offer referral 
information if it is needed. 

The Board, or a committee of 
the Board, will meet with Dr. 
George Miller (Assistant to the 
President), and Jim Dobbins 
(Director of Information Systems) . 
to identify Board information 
needs. This group will agree on 
information needed, what amount, 
and when it is to be provided. The 
administration and Board will con
tinue with the plan of addressing 
those concerns using the proposed 
process, and dealing only with 

small numbers of concerns (3 to 61 
Where appropriate, the admini

stration and Board would deal 
with concerns each group has 
about the issue. 
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Letters to the Editor 
Room Shortage Affects 
Continuing Education 

by Theresa A. Pina 

At the beginning of the Fall 1979 semester, COM's Continuing 
Education program had approximately 2,750 students enrolled, in 
classes including Health, Physical Education and Recreation, Adult 
Basic Education and General Educational Development, Community 
Education, Senior Adult Program, and Tech-Voe Continuing Educa
tion. 

Space for these students is getting shorter, says Dr. Zelda Rick, 
Director of Community Resource Development. 

"There's never enough room. During 1977-78, on-campus 
classes increased 27 per cent. There are more people than space, 
but no classes or activities have or will be cancelled because of 
lack of space." 

Instructors and students have joined forces to utilize the available 
space to fullest capacity. Classes have even been held in Rick's 
cramped office. On occasion, students have met in the homes and 
shops of fellow classmates. For off-campus activities held in 
Dickinson, Santa Fe, Hitchcock and Texas City, public schools and 
community buildings are used. 

"We've learned to use space effectively," Rick points out. "In 
our studies, we've discovered about 75 per cent of all adults learn 
something every year. Continuing Education is useful since people 
learn all the time." 

Adequate learning space isn't vital to the success of the Continu
ing Education Program but would relieve the tension of wondering 
where classes can be held. 

Review 
The Cherry Orchard 

by Be~erly Stephens 

Editor: 
Never let it be said that COM students do not have representation. 

,, As of October 16, students have the Student Activities Council 
(COMSAC). It is real and functional. At this time, we are looking 
for clubs and organizations on campus to come and talk to us. We 
want to work with them and get them going. The Council has 
representation as well on the Board of Trustees, so in this respect 
the students have a voice. To get an active Student Activities 
Council, we desperately need the student participation. We are 
trying to make COMSAC work, but it will only survive with your 
help. Our meeting times are the first and third Wednesdays of 
every month, at 5 PM in the College Center. If you have ideas 
or concerns you would like to express, please bring them to us. 
We are here for you. Every COM student is a member of the 
Council. We want and need you. The stronger the Council, 
the better activities we can plan with you. Please give us a try. 
Thanks. 

Eric O'Neal 
President, COMSAC 

Lost and Found 
by Becky Freeman 

If a campus poll was taken to see how many students know the 
location of COM's lost-and-found department, probably a small 
percentage would answer "yes." 

Lost-and-found is located in the security office of COM 's 
maintenance building. Security Officers Joe Rotramel and Bobby 
Maxiey hold the only keys available to the locked cabinet, which 
contains lost items. 

Officers can be found in the security office or on campus from 
8 AM to 11 PM Mondays through Fridays, according to Maxiey. 
If they are not in the security office, students may reach them by 
dialing "0" (Operator) and having officers contacted by two-way 
radio. 

According to Rotramel, approximately half of all lost items are 

COM's Community Theatre opened its 1979-80 season with an found in the PE building. A large amount also come from the LRC 
unpolished and often unintelligible production of Anton Chekhov's and College Center. 
"The Cherry Orchard ." ~ When a wallet with identification is found on-campus, security 

The play, se1 m pre-revo utionary Russia, ts typ1ca Clie fiov •• ------+----,um'l'iu'11'11l;c:'l'lrs!"".c;:-;o~n,;,1t,:,;a~ctr n1h e owner. After showing proper iden tification , 
characters react to change but fail to face reality. The the student, faculty or staff member can claim the wallet. Items 
setting is Madame Ranyevskaya's estate, including an orchard which such as jewelry and keys are seldom personalized. Therefore, 
at one time supplied most of Europe with cherries. officers say, they can do nothing until a detailed description of the 

As the curtain rises, Mme. Ranyevskaya (Jo Anne Bonn) returns lost item is provided . 
to her childhood home after being abroad. She finds the world Rotramel says a monthly bulletin (listing lost-and-found items, 
around her changing. Yet she, and all her landowner friends, such as watches) is not a good idea. There is no way of knowing if 
refuse to accept the coming social change. the person claiming the item is the rightful owner, he says , when 

using a bulletin of desciptions. 
Many questions remained unanswered after COM's performance. 

Characters' names were hard to understand without keeping the One problem with lost items is that most are sent to the security 
program open. Aside from Russian names, each character had office through campus mail. They are not tagged as to where, when, 
numerous nicknames. At times, the audience became lost in and by whom they were found. This information could possible 
a name syndrome. help security officers find owners of lost items. 

Many lines were lost because the actors couldn't be heard. 
Bonn was at times inaudible, as was Anya (Lisa Long). The 
playing of Varya, Trofimov, and lopakhin (by Marilyn Rogers, 
Kit Massengill and Tommy Townsend) brought the other charac
ters to life. 

Pam Logan and R.J. Maxwell, as young servants Dunyasha and 
Yasha, were also realistic. Aside from these performances, the 
characterizations were, at best, mediocre. Costumes were not 
helpful. Some characters wore stereotypical Russian costumes. 
The rest of the cast seemed to wear whatever could be pulled 
from the costume department. 

Lighting, designed by Jack Westin, was one of the productiorrs 
strong points. The sunsets and sunrises looked real. Hair styles, 
created by Texas City's Hair by Yoli, were another plus. 

The theatre's sound effects could be improved if COM finds the 
money for a new sound system. The audience could hear the 
sound system being turned on ai:id off. . . _ 

In the last moments of the show, Firs (an elderly servant) dies, 
and a gong sounds. The gong apparently symbolizes the true secret 
of immortality, since Firs leapt awake, back from the dead at the 
bell's loud sound. 

It also signalled the audience to wake up and applaud the final 
curtain. 

lnterCOM is a student-written and produced newspaper for the QOM community. 
Please send letters, suggestions or comments to Journalism Department, Humani
ties, Suite C, LRC, or drop in lnterCOM box in the College Center. Stories 
marked (OCS) are press releases from the COM Office .of Communication Services. 

Many unclaimed items remain in COM's lost-and-found. Some 
have been kept in the locked cabinet for over a year. COM students, 
faculty and staff members may feel that once a valuable lost item is 
found, there is only a small chance it will be turned in. But the 
quantity of items in lost-and-found shows there are many honest 
people at COM. 
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'I Jim Finley 

Bill Spillar 
by Beverly Stephens 

"I don't know many students 
anymore. There is not as much 
interchange between students 
and faculty as there used to be. 
This is at least as much my 
fault as anybody's," says Bill 
Spillar, COM's Director, Adult 
Basic Education. 

"Students of the last two 
years are more involved than 
previously. They want to be 
involved in things which affect 
them, and not be mindless," he 
adds. 

Spillar, a native Texas, was 
born and grew up in Beaumont. 
He graduated from Beaumont 
High School, where he first grew 
interested in sports. 

He received his B.S. in Social 
Sciences from Lamar State College 
of Technology, which is now Lamar 
University . He attended graduate 
school at North Texas State Uni
versity and received his M .Ed. in 
Guidance . At Texas A & M, he 
has completed course work for 
his Ph .D., and lacks only the 
dissertation to complete the 
degree. 

"I m ay never get it done now. 
I'm not very motivated to work 
on it. There's not a lot of pay
off for doctorates anymore . With 
the structure of COM's classifica
tion system, I can't make any 

more money with the Ph.D., 
so there is no financial incen
tive here . I would have to 
move to another job or assume new 
duties here." Spillar adds. 

While in college, he worked at 
several different golf courses, 
hoping to become a pro. While 
working on his degree at NTSU, 
Spillar had a fellowship to teach 
golf. "The only thing which stop
ped me from being a professional 
golfe r was the lack of talent," he 
states. 

In 1969, Spillar came to 
Galveston where he worked as 
a rehabilitation counselor for the 
Texas Rehabilitation Commission. 

Befo re coming to COM, Spillar 
taught Texas history, American 
history, and football in the Silsbee 
Independent School District. After 
Silsbee , he was a counselor for four 
years at West Columbia. 

He also began working with the 
COM staff. When an opening came 
available for a co-ordinator and 
counselor in the adult education 
piogram , Spillar moved to C0~.1. 

Spillar , his wife Happy, 10-
year-old twin daughters Kelley 
and Karen , 12-year-old son Tom, 
and black daschund, live in Texas 
City . 

"Daschund comes up here every 
once in a while. When I walk to 
school, he always knows, and 
comes up to the campus. He 
was a stray who wandered up 
about eight years ago, and he's 
still here," Spillar adds. 

by Lori L. Hall 

Jim Finley, COM political 
science instructor, is considered 
one of the campus' more color
ful characters. He challenges 
students to think about their 
political environment and involve
ment. 

The 39-year-old native Texas 
has taught political science full
time since the summer of 1971 . 

"I Jove teaching and doing 
what I do. I'm one of the few 
fortunate members of the pro
letariat in this country, because 
I Jove teaching," he says. 

At present, Finley is re
covering at home from heart 
surgery which followed a heart 
attack he suffered on campus 
August 21. His plans are to 
"rest for awhile with some books, 
and enjoy what has come to be 
a sabbitical for me." Finley is 
looking forward to returning to 
his teaching activities at COM. 

Finley is married to Diana 
Bier and father of two daughters-
Rachael , 10 and Kathy, 7. 

Larry Smith 
by DuRay Block 

"Self-doubt is the first stage 
of wisdom," says Larry Smith, 
COM Associate Dean of Distri
butive Education. It 's but one of 
the introspective attitudes Smith 
has developed in his life's journey 
from pro-baseball player to educa
tor. 

In his high school days at 
Cooper High in the East Texas 
town of Cooper, Smith's success 
as a baseball player caused him to 
be optioned by the Baltimore 
Orioles. He played on Oriole farm 
clubs in Wisconsin, South Dakota, 
and California. 

Smith's point of view on youth 
sports is that "competition is un
healthy for children." This is but 
one of the interesting ideas he holds 
about the world. He feels "the 
U.S. system is epitomized by con
sumption, which makes people feel 
powerless and alienated . 

"Styles and fads dominate the 
U.S. too much, and the government 
makes too many decisions which 

should instead be decided by the 
American r cople as a whole," he 
says. "Unfortunately, crime and 
mental illness have prospered in 
the U.S. system." 

Smith feel s mankind has deve
loped rapidly intellectually, while 
physical health is underdeveloped 
and decaying. The beginning of a 
turnaround for America would be 
development of a public health pro
gram, he adds . 

He was born in Longview in 
1940, and spent his childhood in 
Cooper , graduating from high 
school in 1958. He obtained his 
master 's degree in 1965 from 
Sam Houston State University, 
majoring in history and graduating 
with a 3.8 GPA. 

Smith began his career in educa
tion at Dickinson High School, as 
a teacher and coach. He was the 
first faculty member to be hired 
by COM. 

Married to wife Pepper, Smith 
is the father of two children: 
Autumn, 12 and Chad, nine. 

"When COM was founded, I was against it .... 
I should have been boosting 

by Laura Lynn-Stanley 

"When COM was founded, I 
was against it. I didn't think we 
needed another junior coljege. 
If anyone wanted junior coll~ge 
work , they could go to Alvin," 
says Orlando Blackburn, fouriQer 
of The LaMarque 1)mes and 
now at 72 one of COM's out
standing older students. 

" I thought, 'This costs the 
taxpayers a lot of money," he 
recalls today. "I didn't realize 
unt il it was in operation what 
a wonderful benefit COM is 
to the community. I should 
have been boosting it." 

As a student, Blackburn now 
feels COM "does so much for so 
many people." Age, he says, 
doesn't mean anything. 

Blackburn and his wife started 
taking classes at COM throtlgh i~s 
Continuing Education Program. He 
started with French, defensive 
driving, and auto mechanics " in 
an effort to keep busy" after his 
retirement after 40 years in the 
newspaper business. 

"You can only fish and play 
golf for so long," he says. "When 
I started the regular classes in 
real estate, I thought,'I'm old and 
they'll just laugh at me,' but now I 
feel just as much at home a COM 

. '' It --ORLANDOBLACKBURN 

as I did when I was a kid in school." 
Blackburn feels COM's success 

is a result of "having a lot to offer 
every facet of the local commu
nity." 

Age is not a touchy subject with 
Blackburn. "I'm 72 ," he says, "and 
I feel wonderful. I don't know if 
I might not live to be 73." He 
feels the experience and knowledge 
he's gained in 72 years is now giving 
him an edge on younger people in 
his COM real estate classes. 

The silver-haired, robust student 
feels he's uniquely gifted in the 
art of living. "I won't set the world 
on fire ," he says, "but I intend to 
brown it up a little." 



Mailing Grades 
by Bruce Regini 

Have you ever wondered what you made in a class at COM two 
months after the semester was over? 

If you have, it could be your fault, says Dr. Robert Johnston, 
Director of Admissions. and Registrar. 

COM's system of mailing is dependent on student input of 
personal data, he says. Grades are turned in by instructors after 
the final day of classes. The grades are double-checked to insure 
against mistakes. 

The COM computer stores grades in students' personal record 
files. Grades are run off onto formal grade paper, which is sorted 
by student name and zip code. Then the gratles are mailed. 

Some specific reasons for students not receiving grades, Jo4nston 
says, are: 

• Unpaid library fines. 
• Holds on money still owed financial aid (for tutition), or the 

business office (such as bad checks). 
• Wrong address, name, or zip code. 

. Students can insure receiving their grades by calling Admissiops 
and Records one week after the last official class day. According to 
Johnston, one week is average time required for grades to be received, 
processed, and mailed . If a students calls COM, staff can check and 
determine why his grades were not mailed , or received. 

"There is really no way to improve the existing system," 
Johnston said. "It's slick and nearly infallible. Once grades have 
been received by Admissions and Records, the process of mailing 
them is expedient." 

COM's mailing system is constantly updated, says Johnston. 
"We mail to students, senior citizens, the public," he says. 

"Students who want to assure they're on the COM mailing list 
correctly should check out their own data as listed. Students 
may change information on their personal files by going to 
Admissions and Records. They'll be supplied a change-of-information 
request. New data is documented and sent to the computer. The 
occasional entry error is very rare," Johnston said. 

25 THINGS 
TO BE THANKFUL FOR 

THIS THANKSGIVING 

by Beverly Stephens 

Be thankful your rich cousin who graduated from Harvard 
with top honors has been invited to your aunt's house for 
Thanksgiving. 
Be thankful you're going to your grandmother's for Thanks
giving instead. 
Be thankful you like turkey. 
Be thankful you're not a turkey. 
Be thankful you renewed your flood insurance in May. 
Be thankful your parents made you learn to swim when you were 
a kid, no matter what the cost. 
Be thankful the cost wasn't your new Trans-Am. 
Be thankful you sold your house in Dickinson at Easter. 
Be thankful you didn't fail the Pepsi Taste Challenge. 
Be thankful your son was joking when he said he put NAIR in 
your dandruff shampoo. 
Be thankful your parents never found out who gave your poodle 
the Kojak haircut. 
Be thankful no one knows your father is the man who introduced 
the new pornography law to the state legislature. 
Be thankful he never saw the la you ts you did for PLAYBOY. 
Be thankful the Cowboy-Oiler game will be televised Thanksgiving 
Day. 
Be thankful that Earl Campbell will be able to play in the game. 
Be thankful that Charlie's newest angel has, a hairstyle which 
doesn't take 85 curlers, 25 curling irons, 12 blow-dryers, an<;! 
17 cans of hairspray to copy. 

Be thankful Farrah Fawcett decided she'd rather be on TV than 
in movies. 
Be thankful your TV broke. 
Be thankful you never bought tickets for the August 12 Beatles 
reunion. 
Be thankful you never bought tickets for Woodstock II. 
Be thankful your father saved the leather jacket he bought in 
1956 (it looks great with the rest of your wardrobe). 
Be thankful you did your Christmas shopping in October . 
Be thankful you finally received your 197 6 tax return. 
Be thankful you aren't running for Mayor of Houston 
(someorte has to break the tie). 
Be than/<ful you only have to read this article once a year. 

lnterCOM 

Marital 
Sexual 
Questionnaires 

by Laura Lynn-Stanley 

Clinical Psychologist Paula 
Ladd, completing her doctoral 
dissertation with a study of 
marital sexual relationships, is 
requesting cooperation from 
individuals at COM. 

The research project is 
sponsored by University of 
Texas Medical Branch (UTMB) 
in Galveston. According to 
Ladd, the study relates person
ality variables to sexual attitudes, 
from information provided by 
respondents on questionnaires. 

The questionnaires are explicit 
in content, she said, and will 
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require about an hour to com
plete. Results will provide 
important data about marital 
behavior, to improve sexual 
therapies. 

Information about the 
questionnaires can be obtained 
by calling Ladd at 785-1430. 
Forms are available in Suite A 
of the LRC. 

rill 'er up for 
· under a dollar. 

Bring this coupon and a friend 
to Del Taco between 8:30 AM 
and 11 PM and we'll fill you up 
with the tastiest snack in town-
a cup of our special refried beans, 
topped with cheddar cheese and 
hot sauce, a heap of our fresh 
crispy tortilla chips and, to wash 
it down, your favorite soft drink 
or iced tea in a tall 20-oz. cup. 
Usually$1.19, nowonly95¢ . 
That's using your bean! 



coiv.c 
briefs 
Linda Marley, instructor in the 

Associate Degree Nursing Program, 
presented thr~e papers at the 
October 15-19 workshop for occu
pational health nurses in San 
Antonio . The topics were "The 
Nursing Process in Industry," 
"Epidemology for Nurses" and 
"Pulmonary Disease and the 
Nurse's Role." Marley is com
pleting her master's degree in 
occupational nursing at Texas 
Women's University ... Dr. 
Dorothy McNutt, chairperson of 
the COM Division of Business 
Occupations, has been appointed 
to the editorial board of the 
Journal of Cooperative Education: .. 
Tom Carter, COM English instruc
tor , spoke on "Organization and 
Development of Freshman English" 
at the October Southwest Re-
gional Conference on English in 
Two-Year Colleges in Oklahoma 
City , Oklahoma .. . Emmeline Dodd, 
COM biology instructor, will 
direct the Texas Undergraduate 
Education in Biological Sciences 
regional fall conference, 
November 9-10 at Alvin Commu
nity College and University of 
Houston Coastal Center . . . 
Hazard Identification and Loss 
Control, a course designed for 
graduate engineers with proces
sing, mechanical, electrical and 
instrumentation res.ponsibilities 
in the petrochemical and 
refining industries , will be o fere 
November 19-2 1 by COM's 
Industrial and Public Service 
Occupations Division. 

lnterCOM 

Lamkin 
Recital 

Lynn Burdick Lamkin, COM 
voice instructor, feels there is no 
substitute for live music . Her 
October 23 recital in Arena The
atre proved how vocal music, pro
fessionally performed, can be ex
citing. 

In a programme of Handel, 
Faure, Puccini and Menotti, 
Lamkin's lyric soprano voice was 
supple and sure, reflecting her own 
feelings about hearing musicians in 
a house, rather than electronically. 

"There's a thrill to being in the 
same room with a performing artist 
no recording can duplicate," she 
has declared. 

An award-winning soprano, 
Lamkin has appeared in concert at 
the University of North Alabama, 
Martin College (Tennessee). Weyland 
College (Texas) and in Hutchinson, 
Kansas. 

In 1972, she was a district 
winner of the Metropolitan 
Opera auditions. "Previously, 
Lamkin had been a finalist in 
San Francisco Merola Opera's 
Denver Auditions, and a semi
finalist in Chicago's WGN Opera 
Auditions of the Air. In 1971 
she received a partial scholarship to 
participate in the American Insti
tute of Musical Studies in Graz, 
Austria, where she studied voice 
with Norma Ne.wton and lieder 
with Harold Heiberg. 

Lamkin earned her bachelor's 
degree m music educa 10n and a 
master 's degree in voice from 
Kansas State Teachers College, 
Emporia, Kansas. She is 

presently studying voice with 
internationally reknown mezzo 
Elena Nikolaidi, now a pro
fessor at UH Main Campus 
and director of vocal studies 
for Houston Opera Studio; Lam
kin joined the COM faculty in 
1978 as a part-time voice 
instructor . 

"I love to teach and find it a 
tremendous challenge to work with 
students who are committed to 
making the most of their talents," 
she observed. Her students are soon 
involved in developing technique, 
tone, and breathing. 

"Many students feel singing 
should only be fun ," she says. 
"When they discover voice studies 
involve a great deal of work, 
either they drop out, or they 
become very excited about im
proving their talent." According 
to Lamkin, COM's music program 
has a solid core of committed 
students. 

Lamkin lives in Seabrook with 
her husband , Jon, a music 
teacher in the Deer Park schools. 

"We live simply and put our 
money into going to as many 
recitals and concerts as possible," 
she explained . "I feel musicians 
have an obligation to support 
live music." 

November 1979 Page 5 

Book 
for a Day 
(OCS) November 15 has been desig
nated as "Be With A Book for a 
Day" by U.S. and Texas librarians. 

Scheduled fo coincide with the 
White House Library Conference, 
the special day will also be observed 
on COM's campus. 

"All students, faculty and staff 
are encouraged to bring their favor
ite book that day," said Bob Slaney, 
director of library services. 

The "Be With A Book" publicity 
campaign will feature celebrities' 
emblems and books in television 
spots, articles , and features in 
the media. 

Energy 
Workshop 

Bob Handy 1epresented COM at 
the Planners Workshop on Energy 
and the Way We Live held 
October 9 at Lee College, Bay
town. 

In 1980 public forums will be . 
held around the nation "to 
involve as much of the nation in 
grass roots proving of the energy 
quandry as possible," said Handy. 

The forums are being spon
sored by the American Associa
tion of Community and Junior 
Colleges. - Initial funding comes 
from National Endowment for 
the Humanities, and the U.S. 
Energy Department. 

"Our goal is to make our theatre the best in the state." 

by Beverly Stephens 

"COM's Community Theatre is 
organized to entertain the commu
nity and provide exposure for 
actors," says Theatre Co-ordinator 
Jack Westin. 

For the community, CO M's 
theatre brings both serious plays 
and musicals to audiences. Local 
and student actors use the theatre 
to appear and improve their 
work, he said. 

Since the 1975-76 season, 
COM theatre has offered nine 
musicals and 14 serious plays. 
This -season includes three musi
cals. 

"Musicals are more popular 
than other kinds of shows. We're 
in an era now of building an 
audience. We have to offer peo
ple something to keep them 
coming back. We're doing three 
musicals this season," says ·westin, 
"and two next season." 

COM's theatre offerings will 
always consist of at least two 
musical shows, Westin said. 

"The summer musical has be
come a tradition here. I wouldn't 
want to answer .the mail ifwe 
suddenly said we weren't going 
to do it," he said. During the 

1978-79 season COM's theatre 
had 777 guild members : By 
November , he hopes the guild 
will have doubled. 

The current -production of 
"The Cherry Orchard" features 
"only three actors who have 
acted with us before . Everyone 
else is new," Westin said. "We 're 
getting a higher caliber of actors 
now. Our goal is to be 'The 
Biggest Li'! Theatre in Texas.'" 

Offerings this season include 
the currently-running Chekhov 
"The Cherry Orchard," Andrew 
Lloyd Weber and Tim Rice's 
"Jesus Christ Superstar," "Round 
and Round the Garden," by Alan 
Ackybourne ,"The Sound of Music 
Music" by Rogers and Hammer
stein, Sam Haven's new play 
"Cheese Garden," and "Kismet" 
by Robert Wright and George 
Forrest. 

"Round and Round the 
Garden" is COM's production 
segment of Ayckbourne's trilogy, 
"The Norman Conquests.'' A 
three-part cooperative performance 
project will be staged with Clear 
Creek Country Th~atre and 
UH/CLC doing the other parts 
of the trilogy. The tri-theatre 

- - JACK WESTIN 

production system began last year 
with Preston Jones' Texas Tril-
ogy ·· "The Oldest Living Graduate" 
by COM, "Lou Ann Hampton 
Lafferty Oberlander" by UH/CLC, 
and "The Last Meeting of the 
Knights of the White Magnolia" 
by CCCI. 

COM Theatre also began an 
annual New Playwright Series 
production three seasons ago. 
This year's show, "Cheese Gar-
den "by Houstonian Havens, 
recently won an award at Amhers 
Amherst, Massachusetts, as best 
new play of the year. Havens is 
drama department chairman a; 
University of St. Thomas in 
Houston. 

"Sam's play came in the mail 
after we selected 'The Line-up' 
for the New Playwright Series 
Play last year. Had it come two 
weeks earlier, we would have 
done it this year. It's really a 
strong script," states Westin. 

"Our goal is to make our 
theatre the best in the state. 
Not many can offer 'Macbeth' 
or 'The Cherry Orchard.' As 
we improve, we will have higher 
caliber show on-stage, and larger 
audiences," said Westin. 



During COM's Celebration of Cultures held September 23, Vietnamese 
residents of Galveston County displayed their native items and food. 
(OCS Photo) 

Nursing 

Program 
. .. 

(OCS) Some 87 per cent ofCOM's 
nursing program passed the state 
examinations in Austin. 

Joanne Butler and Daphne Jones 
were the top two graduates. 

The registered nurses completed 
a two-year program at COM under 
the direction of Claudia Cooper, 
Chairperson of the Division of 
Health Occupations and Director 
of Nursing. Upon graduation, 
these students receive an Associate 
of Applied Scienc degree and ~- 1; 

become eligible to take the state 
exam. 

"We produce nurses to work in 
the acute or chronic care setting 
in the hospital or nursing home," 
Cooper explained. "We have 
former students serving in every , 
area of health care." 

Most of the graduates have 
stayed in the community, ful
filling COM's purpose, she said. 

ELECTION RESULTS 
OF THE COM 
ALL-COLLEGE COUNCIL 

November 6, 1979 

GROUP A 
Michael Elliston 
Beverly Stephens 
Lori Hall 

GROUPB 

Martha Griffin 

GROUPC 
Mike Bordelon 

GROUP D 
Beverly Douglas 

GROUPE 
Duke Drewry 

GROUP F 
Larry Stanley 

Musicians 

to Mexico 

· COM Singers and stage band 
members will participate in a 
musical exchange with Folkloric 
Ballet and a juvenile band from 
the State of Sinal~a in Mexico, 
May 10 - 14, 1980. 

The COM group will perform in 
Mazatlan, Culiacan, Los Mochis, 
and Chihuahua. A variety of 
selections will be presented in both 
English and Spanish. Accom-

ing t ·nger and and mem-
bers will be members of the 
Amigos Club and members of the 
Gulf Coast Council on Foreign 
Affairs. 

The Folkloric Ballet Troupe 
coming to Texas City for the 
Cinco de Mayo celebrations will 
perform during the three-day 
visit. Another exchange is planned 
in July for the juvenile band. 

"This foreign travel and ex
change is great for our students," 
said Larry Stanley, Chairman of 
the Arts and Humanities Division. 
"We need to learn more about 
other peoples and particularly 
about Mexico, our neighbor." 

Besides Stanley, Robert Rod
riguez, Am:igos sponsor, Tom 
Arvidson, band director, and 
Robert Handy ,.Director of Inter
national Programs and Special 
Projects, will be sponsors on the 
trip. 

The COM Singers and band 
members will have a number of 
fund-raising activities, including 
working in the theatre conces, 
sions, selling Golden C coupons 
and having benefit dances and 
concerts. The College Founda
tion has a fund set up for the 
trip. 

In addition to the students 
now performing as singers or 
band members, those enrolling 
as singers or band members in 
Spring, 1980 are also welcome 
to participate in the musical 
exchange trip. For additional 
information, call Stanley at 
938-121 l, ext. 347. 
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Celebration of Cultures 
by Becky LaCroix 

COM's first "Celebration of 
Cultures" was held September 23 
on campus, sponsored by the 
Gulf Coast Council on Foreign 
Affairs. 

Booths and displays were 
featured from eleven cultural 
groups. Participating were Asian
Indian, Mexican, Czechoslovakian, 
Vietnamese, "Third World" 
citizens, Scandinavian, Filipino, 
American Indian, Jewish, Anglo
Saxon and Turkish citizens. 

Entertainment was held 
throughout the afternoon. Music 
was provided by Vietnamese, . 
Czechoslovakians, Anglo-Saxons 

L_andscape 
Course 

A two-day Landscape Design 
Course recently sponsored by COM 
and District IV of Texas Garden 
Club, Inc., drew participants from 
as far as Corpus Christi and Rayne, 
Louisiana., according to Mrs. H.B. 
Langford, Jr., Chairperson. 

The course was the first of a 
series of four which comprise the 
series. The second course will be 
offered March 31 and April 1, 
1980 in COM's College Center. 

Women's 
unfest 

The second annual Women's 
October Runfest, a timed fitness 
event for female runners and jog
gers of all ages, sponsored by COM, 
opened with 323 registrants, up 

~ ! from.a .field of 1°21 in 1978. 
A total of 269 finished the 

women-only event, which featured 
distances of 5 kilometers (3.1 
miles) and IO kilometers (6.2 
miles). Galveston County Judge 
Ray Holbrook served as honorary 
race director and fired the starting 
gun. 

Taking top awards for best over
all times in the 1 OK were: First-
Denise Bosworth, Dickinson 
(40:40); Second--Debbie Warner, 
Houston (42:28); and Third--
Gloria Alvarado, Houston (43:51). 
Top rankings in the 5 K were: First -
Sue Davis Bradley, Galveston 
(19:45); Second -- Susan Galende, 
Pasadena (20:05); and Third--
Kathy Sullivan, Pearland (20: 15). 
Trophies were -donated by Gulf 
Coast Trophies of Texas City. 

(recorders) and a Scottish bag
piper. Dancers from the Asian
Indian, Scandinavian, Filipino and 
Mexican cultures were seen. 
Turkish belly dancing was per
formed by "Tasha" and "Saloma." 

"This Celebration of Cultures 
gave various members of our 
community an opportunity to 
present an idea of how life would 
be in their home countries," said 
Eric O'Neal, council member and 
major student organizer of the 
event. 

According to O'Neal, an 
estimated 500 people attended 
the celebration. He said, "I 
think the day was successful. 
am enthusiastic and looking for
ward to next year." 

COM 
Sponsors 
Black & 
White Photo 
Competition 

(OCS) College of the Mainland is 
sponsoring a community-wide 
photo competition, with the 
winning entries to be placed 
on exhibit in the Fine Arts 

ry ovember 29 through 
December 14. 

The competition and a new 
program in black and white 
photography are "firsts" for 
the college. 

The deadline for submission 
is November 23 at 5 p.m. Any 
resident, other than a profes
sional photographer, may enter 
the comptetion. All entries will 
be juried by Suzanne Bloom, 
Houston photographer and 
instructor at the University of 
Houston. 

Entry rules are available in 
COM's Fine Arts office and the 
Learning Resources Center as 
well as from Alpha Camera on 
NASA 1 in Clear Lake City and 
all public libraries in the area. 

The public is invited to the 
opening reception of the exhi
bition to be held on November 29 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Fine Arts 
Gallery. Prizes for the winning 
photographs, to be contributed 
by Alpha Camera and Skylark 
Camera, will be presented at 
that time. 

ENERGY. 
We can't afford 

to waste it. 
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All-College Council Meeting 
Chairman, Fine Arts and Humanities, 

Larry Stanley was elected by acclamation 
to Chairman of COM's All-College Council. 

The first meeting was called to order 
by Fred Taylor on November 19, 1979, 
in the Board Room. Zelda Rick took 
minutes. 

Mike Bordelon suggested ACC advertise 
in the COM Bulletin for someone who 

. would be willing to act as recording sec
retary for Council Meetings, and whose 
supervisor would approve released time 
for the purpose. 

After looking at schedules, Stanley 
suggested 3:30-4:50 p.m. Wednesday, 
as set ACC meeting time.Meetings will 
be open, and will be advertised in the 
Bulletin. Bob Shinn will find a suitable 
meeting place. 

Stanley suggested copies of constitu-

tions and by-laws from other colleges 
with Councils be duplicated so that the 
group can all look them over. 

All members were asked to come to 
the next meeting with suggestions of 
matters to be included in the By-laws 
(i.e., organization, methods for selecting 
issues). All members are to talk to their 
constituents to make sure everyone has 
a chance to tell what they want in
cluded in the By-laws. 

The next meeting was held Wednes
day, November 28, 1979; at 3 :30 pm., 
L-248. 

Present were Michael Elliston, Fred 
Taylor, Lori Hall, Martha Griffin, Mike 
Bordelon, Beverly Douglas, Duke Drewry, 
Bob Johnston, Zelda Rick, Robert Shinn, 
Dennis Kulvicki, Robert R. Wennagel, 
James Templer, and Larry Stanley. 
Absent was Beverly Stephens. 

Nowell Portrays Christ 
by Theresa A. Pina "Joe Herald--Peter in the show--is th.e 

For Billy Nowell 2 pGrtraying Jesus ack11owTedged social director for the 
Christ in "Jesus Christ, Superstar" is cast. He brings the group together at 
the ultimate goal of his acting career. beach parties, picnics and roller-skating 

"I see Jesus Christ as a normal man outings which prepared the cast for a 
who had a special aura about him. He had roller-skating number in the show," he 
fears and wants, but he couldn't let go. · said. 
·He was a man chosen to save the world Nowell enjoys working in the theatre, 
and he only had three years to do it in," but would like to expand to acting in 
says Nowell. 

1 
films. 

Dressed comfortably in jeans, "slaps" ·'In theatre' you meet all kinds of 
and a blue striped shirt with the tails people . The caSt you're in usually turns 
out, Nowell talked of his career and into a big family during numerous re-
ambitions for the future. hearsals. I like that aspect in plays, but 

"I've always been performing. When 
I was a kid, I was in the church choir. I 
also learned to play the guitar. I was 
involved in anything which meant per
forming,'' Nowell explains. "While I 
attended Stephen F. Austin, I was in 
the world premiere of Alesandr 
Solzhenitsy' play, "Candle in tht> 
Wind." 

Nowell also attended Lon Morris 
College in Jacksonville. 

The playbill of Nowell's career is quite 
impressive. "Camelot,'' "Curly,'' "Okla
homa,'' "Flowers for Algernon,'' "Once 
Upon a Mattress,'' "Of Thee I Sing," 
"Promises, Promises,'' "Hello, Dolly!,'' 
"You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown," 
and Jesus Christ in "Godspell" are 
among his credits. Nowell prefers 
musicals and occasionally heavy drama. 
But he believes in diversity. 

"You have to be versatile," he advises. 
"I always try to reach a hair beyond my 
goal when I perform." 

Nowell enjoys musicals because "the 
cast is really like a family." He believes 
there are two vital ingredients to a suc
cessful show--equality and openness 
among the cast. 

films reach more people. To do a good 
film, and have hundreds of people see it, 
would be the greatest experience in my 
career," says Nowell. 

"Jesus Christ, Superstar," however, 
is his main interest right now. He 
emphasizes the play is not performed to 
"throw any religious beliefs to the aud
ience" and there's no blasphemy meant 
by the play. 

"The songs we perform are in con
text with the Bible," he notes. 

How will Nowell portray the historic 
figure of Jesus? 

"Very carefully," smiles the bearded 
young actor. "I want the audience to say 
'This is Billy Nowell's portrayal of 
Jesus,' rather than "'This is Billy Nowell 
as Ted Neely as Jesus." (Neely played 
Jesus in the film of "Superstar.") 

Nowell lives in Clear Lake City with 
his wife of two years, Jennie , and 
numerous dogs and cats. Jennie, a 
dancer, is assistant choreogr~pher for 
"Jesus Christ, Superstar." 

Filling the historic sandals of Jesus 
Christ in a play is a tall order for an 
actor. But the bearded Nowell's 
energetic blue eyes show his enthu
siasm to take the challel).ge. 

SAB 
Halloween 
Dance 
By Rachel Martinez 

COM's Student Activities Board 
(COMSAB) recently sponsored a Hal
loween dance on October 27 at the 
VFW hall in LaMarque. 

Seen in the crowd was a lady bug, 
devil, cowgirl, flappers, and assorted 
other ghouls. A costume con'test was 
held with Dr. Fred Taylor, Bob Shinn, 
Warren Dodson, and Jack Grigg serving 
as judges for the event. The winning 
prizes went to Tommy Stacey (1st) 
as The Incredible Hulk, Jamie West 
(2nd) as a black cat, and Glena 
Bailey (3rd) as a devil. 

Playing the music for the affair was 
disc jockey Bob Ford of KILE radio. 

SAB Dance 
by Dew.ane G.ar.r.ett 

The Student Activities Board at COM 
will sponsor a Christmas Party at the 
Plush Pub in west Texas City, Texas. 

The party will be held on December 
12, 1979, from 9 PM to 2 AM. There 
will be no cover charge. Students are 
allowed to enter free with a show of 
a Student Activities Card. 

Students who wish to participate 
can bring one guest, and are welcome 
to brin a cover dish. 

Reflections 
By Theresa A. Pina 

You know Christmas is here when .. . 
Santa Claus made his arrival 

at the mall before the turkeys made 
their arrival at the stores. 

You have a long list of names 
but a small amount of money. 

Ypu battle with a Jeep over the 
last empty parking space for miles. 

The OPEC nations play a Christmas 
game named "We've Got Something 
You Don't" -- and win. 

You have to explain to your little 
one why there are five Santas on one 
block. 

You experience masochism when 
you walk barefoot on your pine
needle-covered rug. 

We have our winter oil shortage 
and you can't believe you still own 
a gas heater. 

Your person's idea of a holiday 
evening is a six-pack and a football 
game. 

You forget to tag the presents 
and don't remember who gets what. 

You have a four-week vacation 
before Spring Semester! 

COM 
Student 
Transfers 

(OCS) -- COM students who transfer to 
UH/CLC maintain a high academic aver
age, according to figures released by· 
Carolyn Waddell, Assistant Director of 
Admissions at UH/CLC. Waddell pointed 
out that the overall grade point average 
for COM students enrolled in the spring 
1979 semester was 3.25 on a scale of 4.0. 
The figure was an increase over the aver
age grade score of 3 .10 in the fall of 1976. 

Waddell pointed out that the 
enrollment of students from the area 
community colleges had increased signi
ficantly since the spring of 1976, when 
56 percent of undergraduates were 
community college transfers. This fall, 
80 percent of undergraduate enrollment 
came from the six area community col
leges. 

Afro-American 
Club Meets 
by DuRay Block 

The newly-founded Afro-American 
Club held its first meeting October 31 
in the student lounge of the College 
Center. Approximately 15 persons 
attended the first meeting. 

Following a lengthy discussion, the 
club decided the Afro-American club 
will officially be called Ebony. 

PEACE 
iOY® 
~OVE 
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Purpose and Perception 
an analysis by Laura Lynn-Stanley 

Originally, the purpose of this report was to give a clear, concise 
report of what has happened on the COM campus since spring of 1979, 
to shed light on what has brought it to a point of divisiveness, polari
zation, and subjugation of what is generally perceived to be the basic 
purposes of this institution. 

But the purpose was lost. After many hours of fact-finding and 
interviews, writing an objective report is difficult at best. 

One conclusion possible to reach in pursuit of such complex issues 
is whether or not objectivity is possible by definition. This analysis 
will not be objective, but will be as factual as humanly possible, and 
based on facts. --LLS 

Since early 1979, COM has become a political football in the name 
of academic freedom , humanity , and brotherhood. It has been torn 
apart, and its goals pushed aside. 

The responsibility for the situation which exists depends on how 
one wishes to interpret the information. An analysis, considering all 
factors and their relationships, is of little worth when one considers 
the real value of this institution, which is being demolished in the 
process. 

Mistakes have been made , not by one individual or group, but by 
all participants. There are no capricious or vindictive bases for these 
actions by different parties; all were done "only to improve our insti
tution." The result has been negative and the college has suffered. 

Some argue (in accordance with COM Prospectus , page 9) it is the 
responsibility of the administration to provide the proper environment, 
to promote espirit de corps on this campus. They argue educators can
not provide students with a good learning environment unless they are 
happy as instructors. This is not reality; happiness for everyone is 
Utopian thinking. The administrators and the president of COM can't 
be solely responsible for making, or solving, all problems --- for 
producing good morale or environment. 

Castigating someone is simple . Repetition of falsehood by parties 
a sufficient number of times will make that statement seem to become 
truth. When parties continually state a person is inept, incompetent, 
and ineffective, the person discussed may become just that -- if enough 
people believe it. 

When people develop a deaf ear (selective hearing), one is inclined 
to question motive and intent of those who "hear what they want to." 
When some people, without facts, question the trustworthiness of 
another, an observer can become uspicious of the thinking and motive 
behind it. 

Concerns of various groups on CO M's campus resulted in a retreat 
earlier this year at Columbia Lakes (September 24.) The retreat 
was "probably a board member's idea," says COM Board ofTrustess 
President Bill Flaniken. "Proper notices were placed in local papers, 
and at all required local places." 

Current law (the U.S. Freedom of Information Act) requires such 
a retreat to be a public meeting, accessible to the press. Darla Morgan 
of the Galveston Daily News was present, and covered the retreat, 
disclosing portions of the concerns discussed. An information sharing 
meeting was subsequently held on October 18, in which COM President 
Dr. Fred Taylor presented to the faculty and staff all concerns and 

Around the World? 
'f?y Becky Freeman 

"No man is an island," as John Donne 
said. Today , no country is, ejther. 
Foreign issues affect each and every one 
of us in one way or another. 

The U.S. produces and consumes 
more goods and services than any other 
of the world's 154 nations. There is no 
American not affected by the flow of 
goods in and out of the U.S. Foreign 
trade is a common link between the 
banker, who finances the production · 
of goods and services, and American 
families , who are the ultimate con
sumers. 

An enormous amount of raw mate
rial is needed to fuel the American 
economy. Since some vital materials 
are not found in the U.S., and others 
are in limited quantity here, many 
essential commodities must be imported 
in increasing quantities each year. 

For example: automobiles need 31 
materials from 32 countries. Jet planes 
require at least four strategic materials, 
I 00 per cent of which come from at 

least 21 separate countries. U.S. missiles 
require IO materials imported from 15 
countries. 

U.S. foreign trade is larger, by far, 
than that of any other nation. Ameri
can foreign trade is four times larger 
than that of the Soviet Union, and 1.75 
times greater than Japan's. 

This nation's economy is greatly 
influenced by foreign countries. Issues 
and problems facing other nations also 
affect those of the U.S. Because of this, 
every citizen should be aware of what is 
happening in the rest of the world . It 
shouldn't take a crisis like the one in 
Iran for Americans to realize we're all 
part of the world. 

One doubtful of this may count the 
number of foreign-made cars on the 
Gulf Freeway, or read the labels of 
some of the grocery items he buys. 
Better yet, he can turn on his Sony 
TV set, enjoy a hot cup of Brazilian 
coffee, and watch the 6 o'clock news 
this evening. Chances are, he'll change 
his mind. 

matters discussed during the retreat. Several members of the Board 
(Flaniken, John Cqx, Carmen Anderson, ana Dr. Robert Green) are 
now criticizing Taylor for being too open. Essentially , this means 
that Taylor is being criticized for release of what was public infor
mation. 

On campus, there was much discussion about a later Morgan 
article regarding the November 14 Board workshop printed in 
the November 15 issue of the Galveston paper, which discussed the 
Board's criticism of Taylor. Several faculty members were heard to 
say that this was just another example of poor leadership on the 
part of Taylor. 

This recent incident brought all hours of work and anxiety 
regarding the original reporting project -- this analysis -- into focus . 
Taylor is currently "damned if he does and damned if he doesn't." 
He is squeezed from the top by the Board and from the bottom by 
the faculty and staff. 

In such a game of political football, the Board is the coach and 
the referee (a precarious position), having been elected by and 
answerable to the community. One team consists of faculty and 
staff, seemingly answerable to no one, with a rather idealistic 
quarterback (the COM Prospectus). The other team is the admini
stration, quarterbacked by Taylor and answerable to everyone. 
The paid spectators are the students and the institution is the 
football. 

COM is being thrown aimlessly, without much purpose or 
intent. It seems neither team wants the ball. Student spectators 
might well feel pretty "used" and fed up at this point. Now we 
are in a "sudden-death playoff," to which no one would predict 
an outcome. 

This is not the first -- nor will it be the last -- time this institution, 
or other institutions , will become political footballs. There's an 
age-old problem -- differences in personality, philosophies, methods. 
But in the process of solving problems, positive aspects can be for
gotten. Men and women are diminished in their own eyes, as well as 
in the eyes of others. Scapegoats are found and done away with, in 
order to begin the process all over again. 

What, then, is the value of this analysis? All information gathered 
can be interpreted or slanted to serve the needs of one group or 
another. Everything which transpired before , during, and since 
Spring 1979 is for anyone to perceive. 

It's disturbing that those who were demanding consideration, 
brotherhood, and humanity last spring are so unwilling to offer some 
of the same alues now. Those wh.o w.an more cooveration , 
communication, and openness are critical and disappo~in~ te:-;d~w~h:;:e-;;n----+ ----
it happens. 

This institution may not have the most perfect or most effective 
leadership it could have. But the leaders are working toward changing 
attitudes and trying to make the system work. They are human and 
deserve the consideration and co-operation of all concerned. This may 
be an idealistic point of view - but it can work. The institution, its 
morale, goals, should be a concern shared by all -- board, administra
tion, faculty and staff. All thoughts and actions should be directed 
to providing what this place is all about -- education -- which is why 
we're all here to begin with. 

Editor 
Asst. Editor 
Staff Writers 

Photographer 
Graphic Designer . . 
Advertising Manager . 
Faculty Advisor 

Becky Freeman 
Becky LaCroix 
. DuRay Block 

Becky Freeman 
Lori Hall 

Alton Hayes 
Karen Hoffman 
Becky La Croix 

Laura Lynn-Stanley 
Rachel Martinez 

Theresa Pina 
Beverly Stephens 

Jamie Wood 
Laura Lynn-Stanley 

Beverly Stephens 
.Kit van Cleave 

InterCOM is a student-written and produced newspaper for the OOM community. 
Please send .letters, suggestions or comments to Journalism Department, Humani
ties, Suite C, LRC, or drop in lnterCOM box in the College Center. Stories 
marked (OCS) are press releases from the COM Office of Communication S~rvices. 



lnterCOM December 1979 Page 3 

Blake Speaks to COM Students 
by Beverly Stephens 

Lyric tenor Rockwell Blake discussed 
opera as an artform and his career with 
COM voice and journalism shJdents 
November 13.. 

Blake, 28, is considered by critics one 
of the fastest-rising American opera 
singers. He discussed the "new opera" 
saying, "It's much easier to just stand 
and sing, but opera is now competing 
with Donnie & Marie. The visual 
aspects are being improved." 

"Opera is faced with an audience 
who wants to see as well as hear a 
performance. Opera differs from the 
theatre in its ability to entertain the 
ears as well as the eyes ," Blake states. 

Opera now has its own familia·r 
names -- Beverly Sills and Luciano 
Pavarotti . Pavarotti is a dramatic 
tenor and Blake is quick to point out 
to students the difference between 
the two. 

Adult Basic 
Education 
By Rachel Martinez 

"If I had only come sooner! 
"I'm making a new start! 
"I'm proud of myself!" exclaim 

students of the Adult Basic Education 
reading class at COM. 

COM is offering ABE reading programs 
to people in the Galveston county area 
who never learned to read or write, as 
well as for those who need to improve 
their skills before entering GED classes. 

"We attempt to start people where 
they are and work from there," explained 
Jola Hubisz, instructor in the ABE pro
gram. "We want the person to know he 
is not the only one who needs to learn 
to read or write. Many folks are happy 
to find school can be fun." 

This course covers reading compre
hension, handwriting, writing names, 
learning to read simple words and 
stories, how to sound out words, 
English grammar, vocabulary develop
ment, and basic math skills. The 
classes are located in LRC room L-212. 
Classes are held from 9 AM to noon, 
Monday through Friday, and from 6 
to 9 PM Monday and Wednesday. 
Sign-up for the free class is on a walk-in 
basis. 

The class has made a difference in 
peoples' lives, according to students 
now in classes. 

Girtha Ford said, "I am here because 
I want a better education so I can get 
more out of life. I made up my mind I 
was going to make a new start. I am not 
going to let anything stop me." 

Rose Court: "It is a good feeling to 
know there is a way to learn, and not 
being ashamed of yourself or hiding, 
because what you learn today will pay 
tomorrow. I am 36 years old and have 
been here three semesters. I feel with 
what I have learned, the world is mine." 

Student assistants are on hand to help 
out, but volunteers are needed who can 
come in for at least an hour during the 
day. 

"It's a great experience for someone 
who might be going into the teaching 
field," Hubisz said. 

"A lyric tenor has a light or medium
lightweight voice,and often sings more 
than one note for each sound . A 
dramatic tenor has a heavy voice. As 
a general rule, the heavier the voice, 
the higher the salary and the greater 
the demand . 

"Beverly Sills has done a lot for opera. 
She has become a 'living personality' 
in opera. She is a cult figure and her 
appearances on The Tonight Show have 
helped Americanize opera. By being 
seen, she has made opera in the U.S. 
grow," states Blake. 

Blake is one of the few coloratura 
tenors. In opera circles , it is said there 
has not been a voice comparable to his 
for the past 85 years. 

Blake has appeared with Houston 
Grand Opera, Dallas Civic Opera, 
Ottowa Festival , Hamburg Staatsoper, 
the Vienna Staatsoper, and the New 
York City Opera. He makes his Met 
debut in 1981. 

Guild 
Doubles 
(OCS) COM's Community Theatre 
drive for Guild members has ended with 
1,405 patrons signed for the 1979-80 
season. 

"It is the rµost successful member
ship drive in our theatre's history ," 
said Jack Westin , director of COM's 
theatre. "Although we are 95 members 
short of our goal of 1,500, the drive 
nearly doubled the 777 membership 
we had last year. 

"The tr_~ewous growth-experi
enced by our Theatre in the past year 
is due in large part to the solid support 
of the college and community," said 
Reggie Schwander , associate director. 

Laray Glaze 
(OCS) COM Marine Maintenance instruc
tor Laray Glaze has put a dozen years of 
boating experience into a course for 
which he feels there's no duplicate. -

The 16-week individualized course 
covers repair of outboards, inboards, 
inboard-outboards, diesel and electric 
engines. Glaze developed the course 
content with the help of an advisory 
board. 

"We bring the equipment to the 
student but he has his own bench sta
tion," Glaze explained. 

Classes begin January 14. Sessions 
are scheduled from 5 - 11 PM, Mondays; 
ll-5PM,Tuesdays; 5:45-ll:15PM, 
Wednesdays; and from 11 AM to 5 PM, 
Thursdays. 

Glaze's extensive boating experience 
covers everyt)1ing from building a boat, 
to racing, to living on one. He lived on 
at 44 - foot Pacemaker power boat for 
five years at Lakewood Yacht Club in 
Seabrook and has built and raced power 
boats. As a member of the Galveston 
Bay Cruising Association, Glaze raced 
a variety of boats from the Pierson 31-
foot sailboat to the Hobie Cat, a small 
pontoon sailboat. 

Always on the lookout for mainte
nance problems for his classes to solve, 
Glaze is interested in any boat which 
needs repairing. Call him at 938-1211, 
ext. 366 or 285. 

Great Decisions 1980 
by Becky Freeman 

If you like getting involved in world 
issues and expressing your opinion, 
Great Decisions may be the opportunity 
you have been waiting for. 

Through the national program, now 
in its 26th year, Americans of all ages 
and backgrounds obtain greater know
ledge and understanding of major 
foreign policy issues facing the United 
States today. 

"Great Decisions is the only program 
dealing with the general public and 
foreign affairs by which participants 
can learn about foreign issues, discuss 
them with others , and express opinions 
directly to national decision makers," 
says Bob Handy, COM Director of 
International Programs and Special 
Projects. 

According to Handy, State-wide 
Coordinator of Great Decisions, any 
person interested can participate in 
the program's discussion groups. These 
groups of eight to 15 people meet once 
a week for eight weeks. At each, one 
section of the Great Decisions program 
is read and discussed. Each section 
contains in-depth background data 
and impartial review of a particular 
topic. Discussion questions, bibli
ography, and opinion ballots are also 
included. 

At the end of each discussion, opinion 
ballots are filled out and sent to be 
tabulated nationally under supervision 
of Professor W. Phillips Davison, public 
opinion expert at Colombia University. 
Tabulation results are presented to 
members of Congress , the Executive 
Branch, and national media . 

- A a r~su1t of Great Decisions, 
KTRH (Houston) now airs weekly 
discussion programs each Saturday at 
4:30 PM. These programs, heard by 
over 1.5 million listeners, feature guest 
speakers involved in foreign affairs and 
world issues. 

Great Decisions also functions as a 
basic starting point of International 
Politics, a course taught by Handy and 
Political Science instructor Jim Finley 
each spring semester at COM. The 
first eight weeks of the course -- which 
Handy calls "a more formal Great 
Decisions discussion group" -- cover the 
program's informational material. The 
remainder of the course involves students 
in a project called "La Marque in the 
World -- The World in La Marque." 
This project examines the extent La 
Marque affects and is affected by the 
happenings outside the U.S Faculty, 
staff, and students of La Marque High 
School also participate in the program, 
according to Handy. 

Handy serves as director of the Gulf 
Coast Council on Foreign Affairs, state
wide coordinator of Great Decisions, and 
feels the program is very worthwhile. 

"We plan to send out special flyers 
about the program to approximately 
2,000 people in this community," says 
Handy. Publicity from the flyers as 
well as radio coverage and news releases 
will hopefully get many people involved 
in the Great Decisions program aga!Jl 
this year. 

Topics for Great Decisions 1980 
beginning in February include: "The 
World in 1980: America's Basic Op
tions," "The Mideast and the Gulf: 
U.S. Policy in Ferment," "The United 
States at 35: Illusions and Realities," 
and "The World Energy Crunch: 
America's Choices -- At Home and 
Abroad." Four other topics will also 
be given. 

Any person interested in expanding 
his insight on foreign issues or "keeping 
up with what's happening in the world" 
may participate in Great Decisions 
February 1980 and/or enroll in Inter
national Politics 237 .01 spring 1980. 

Handy Goes to China 
by Beverly srephens 

Bob Handy, COM Director of 
International Programs and Special 
Projects, spent 21 days during July 
and August in Mainland China under 
the auspices of U.S. - China Peoples 
Friendship Association. 

Handy visited Peking, Canton, 
Shanghai, Shenyang, Jilin, Yanji, 
Changchun, and Kueilin. 

At Yanji , Handy and his party 
were asked not to leave the eompound 
unsupervised. "It was for our protec
tion, supposedly. The tour felt since 
we were American~ and the area was 
so close to Korea, there rhight be some 
hostile feelings among local Koreans," 
states Handy. 

"It was a very strange feeling to land 
at the airport of one of the world 's 
largest cities and be the 6nly plane there. 

"The Chinese have excellent railroads . 
Am-Track could take lessons from the 

Chinese on how to run railroads. The 
trains were always on time," states 
Handy. 

"At the Ming tombs, there is a 
mural depicting peasants being deprived 
of their lands by the ruling class, with 
the message implying it is wasteful to 
use good land and human resources for 
palaces of the few. The next day, we 
toured the Great Hall of the People, 
built in 10 months by 14,000 Chinese 
who probably weren't paid for their 
work. It seemed like a basic contradic
tion," says Handy. 

"The joke on the trip had to do with 
differentiating the 'rulers' from the 
'rulees.' · Everyone had the same basic 
outward appearance. We soon learned 
the more 'Parker' pens a man had in his 
shirt pocket, the higher his rank in 
the government. The higher a person's 
rank in the military, the more pockets 
he had on his jacket," Handy adds. 

ENERGY. 
· We can~t afford 

--' ~ ---..::i=-==-;t ___ 
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Bot Stuff Holiday Savings 
With warmest wishes from Del Taco. -

Take a holiday shopping break at Del Taco, 
and we'll give you a holiday price break on 

two fresh, hot meal favorites. One is . 
just right for big appetites, one is perfect 
for smaller appetites, and we'll give you 

coupons enough to come back twice! 

So cut out for Del Taco. Come in any time, 
and have a holiday that's really Hot Stuff. 

At Del Taco, You're Rot Stuff! 

Page 4 
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Past, Present, and Future 
A NEWS ANALYSIS 

by Lori L. Hall 

The following analysis results from 
research and interviews with COM's 
faculty/staff, Board of Trustees, and 
Administration. This article's purpose 
is to provide COM members with an 
examination of issues affecting this 
institution--through a review of events 
of spring 1979, an update, and a specu
lat1ve look at the future. - Ed. 

In spring 1979 a controversy devel
oped between COM faculty/staff, 
students, and administration, over solu
tions to a financial deficit announced by 
COM's administration. The suggested 
administration action involved cutting 
the COM payroll to alleviate the "short
fall." This was seen as only one alterna
tive by faculty, staff, and students, who 
wished the administration to examine 
other options. 

BUDGET 
First signs of trouble with C'OM's

budget surfaced in an October 3, 1978 
memo ("Current Expenditures") from 
President Fred Taylor to the President's 
staff (Dr. George Miller, Assistant to 
the President for Planning and Develop
ment; Dr. Donald Mortvedt, Dean of 
Instruction; Dr. Fern Ramirez, Dean 
of College and Financial Services) indi
cating "our operating budget on assessed 
value for the district will be short some 
$310,516." 

A 1978-79 budget update, issued 
January 16, 1979, stated an estimated 
total of $273,000 of ca~h reserve, pro
jected to be used to balance the 1978-
1979 budget, had grown to $759,932. 
As a result, COM's 1979-1980 operating 
capital was threatened, Taylor stated. 

The President's memo further said, 
"For viable operation, we should have 
three months of funds in reserve. We 
won't have it next year, and we will need 
to launch a plan to build the reserve back 
up as quickly as possible." Budget mana
gers were also asked by Taylor to use 
their "budget planning skills" to save 
money wherever possible. 

A March 23, 1979 memo to Budget 
Managers from President Taylor stated, 
"We are experiencing a shortfall (less 
income than expected) in the amount of 
$500,000. You may recall that $500,000 
is primarily due to a county reduction in 
assessment ratio from 28% to 25% of 
true market value." 

Upon Taylor's recommendation, the_ 
Board of Trustees voted for the 3 per
cent decrease in a Public Budget Meeting 
held in July. 

"We had a choice to go with the 
county assessment which we had chosen 
to do for simplicity. We knew that the 

county had reduced their rate. We chose 
to follow their guidelines," stated Board 
of Trustees President Bill Flaniken in a 
recent Intercom interview. 

A chart projecting a deficit for 1980, 
'81, '82, and '83 was also presented in the 
March memo, showing an increasing loss 
of income. 

In the faculty/staff's documented list 
of concerns presented in April 1979 to 
COM's Board of Trustees, skepticism was 
expressed in reterence to the 3 percent 
reduced assessed valuation. 

"This recommendation to reduce local 
income by 11 percent is especially ques
tionable when the administration was al
ready planning to use $273,000 out of cash 
reserve to balance the 1979-80 budget," 
stated the faculty/staff documentation. 

In Taylor's March memo, he continued 
to suggest ways to cut expenses: "We must 
develop a model that will cut projected 
expenses. It is my decision, endorsed by 
the Board of Trustees, that we should start 
by streamlining the Executive Administra
tion." 

According to Taylor, "streamlining" the 
to~adnrinistra11 n mvo ved changing from 
a three-dean system to a two-dean system. 
When Ed Brown (then Dean of Administra
tive Services) retired, his responsibilities 
would subsequently be shared by Mortvedt 
and Ramirez. 

George Miller, then (and presently) 
Assistant to the President for Planning 
and .Development, was to be promoted to 
the newly-created position of Executive 
Dean. 

But this appointment contradicted a 
January 1 S, 1978 memo from President 
Taylor to all personnel (re: Personnel 
Appointments): "Whenever a position 
becomes available, it will be advertised in 
the All-College Bulletin to allow employees 
the opportunity to apply for the identified 
job regardless of its nature. Under no cir
cumstances will this policy be waived anq 
in the event a position is filled without 
using the process, the appointment will be 
void." 

An ad hoc committee of students 
then demanded Miller's appointment be 
rescinded. In a special called Board 
meeting on April 19, 1979, the Board 
voted to accept President Taylor's 
recommendation to eliminate the posi
tion of Executive Dean and re-create for 
Miller the position of Assistant to the 
President for Planning and Development. 

In a March 27 Associate Deans' 
meeting, Mortvedt had-discussed the 
need for a serious reduction in the bud
get for the following year. Mortvedt 
presented a tentative list of 1 S positions 
to Associate Deans Robert Shinn, 
George Thomas, Joe Rubio, and Larry 
Smith, giving his concept of where the 
budget could be cut. The Associate 
Deans asked budget-cut alternatives 
be considered, but were refused. (See 
related story on page 2) (cont. page 3) 

Dr. Tom Arvidson conducts the COM Jazz Ensemble in a lively rehearsal. 
(OCS Photo) 

Trilogy Show 
(OCS) "Round and Round the 

Garden," COM Community 
Theatre's contribution to this 
season's cooperative trilogy 

theatre prodll.c.tion.,..will be 
presented February 7-10, 14-
17, and 21-23. 

The modern comedy-farce 
is a part of "The Norman Con-

quests," three plays by British 
author Alan Ayckbourn. 

Completing the trilogy will 
be productions by UH/CLC and 
Clear C1t:ek Country Theatre. 

Reggie Schwander will direct 
the COM production, with cos
tumes designed by Sally Pate 
and scenery by John Fronczak. 

Firewheel Magazine 
by Becky LaCroix 

"Firewheel is a magazine pro
duced completely by COM stu
dents. Interviewing, writing, 
typesetting and graphics are done 
by Firewheel staff members," 
said Alex Pratt, Chairman, 
Division of Social Sciences, 
one of Firewheel's three faculty 
advisors. 

Firewheel is an oral history 
project of COM's Webb Historical 
Society (WHS). The WHS was 
founded by Pratt, along with 
other junior college history 
instructo1s, and the Texas State 
Historica1 Association. A state
wide contest is held each year 
by the Webb Historical Societies. 
Firewheel is entered for compe
tition as COM's oral history pro
ject. 

"Stories of local historical 
value are in Firewheel ," said 
Pratt. "Most story ideas come 
fron1 students." Pratt said Fire
wheel began "over a coffee 
break. 

"The magazine is a combina
tion of ideas. It presents an 
opportunity for students to 
learn three different areas of 
study," commented Pratt. 

"The interchange is in 
journalism, history, and graphics. 
Students have produced Fire
wheel since 197 6,'' said Sandra 
Devall, another Firewheel advisor. 

English/I ournalism instructor 
Kit van Cleave, another Fire
wheel advisor, edits the students' 
material and proofs the magazine. 
She helps the students determine 
what to write and offers help 
in the journalistic part of Fire
wheel. 

Pratt is involved with studying 
history of the surrounding areas. 
Devall directs the Firewheel 
staff in the graphics department. 

Devall began her own oral 
history project as she bagan col
lecting historical poems. She 
started the poem collection as 
a result of her fascination with 
Galveston County. 

"My interest grew as I dis
covered how many families 
in the county were living on 
land settled by their grand
fathers," Devaii said. 

"Working with Firewheel 
has caused me to realize how 
important it is to record 
family background. I hope 
Firewheel will help others 
realize this importance, also," 
said Devall. 
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Power 
Letter to the E-ditor 

The COM Student Activities Council has changed its name to the 
COM Student Activities Board (COMSAB). This is due to the fa ct 
that COM's Senior Advisory Council has for some time held the . 
acronym of SAC. 

Therefore, the elected officers of student activities management 
thought it would be in the best interest of the college to change our 
name to avoid confusion. 

This decision was voted on at the November 28 COMSAB meeting. 

Eric O'Neal 
President , COMSAB 

''What List?" 
by Lori L. Hall 

Due to a budget shortfall, the possi
bility of positions being cut became a 
major issue last spring. 

President Taylor stated in an October 
26, I 979 InterCOM interview, "We were 
talking about a cut in the budget which · 
would be necessary to balance the budget 
through 1983 •· long range. We were 
talking about the first thing happening ·· 
as people resigned, we would incorporate 
their job into somebody else's, i.e., 

· not replace them. Then, we were talking 
about the necessity, if necessary, of 
reducing staff accordingly, if necessary. 
As it turned out, it wasn't necessary." 

Taylor further explained positions in 
the organizational structure needed 
trimming •· "Positions, not people," 
he said. "But it doesn't come out 
that way. As a rule, nothing did in the 
spring. It was all emotional. That's 
why there was no response by me to 
any of the things the faculty and staff 
said, because it would have done me 
absolutely no good •· simply added 
fuel to the fire. It was an emotional 
issue, not an objective view of what 
was happening~' 

Taylor also stated, "The Deans were 
asked to taKe a look into their divisions 
and see where they could cut fuI).ds and 
positions. That is a Dean's role, and 
they shared that with members of their 
Administrative staff within the divisions." 

Dean of College and Financial Ser
vices, Dr. Fern Ramirez, stated in a 
November 8, 1979 InterCOM interview, 
"I'm not sure we were asked to cut 
funds and positions. We were asked to 
look at the budget and come up with a 
savings plan." Ramirez further explained 
plans were made to cut money in 
various categories, and "I asked my 
managers to cut (money) wherever they 
thought they could." 

~, I JUSr ~ 'ytXJ DIDN'T 
HAVE 'ID~ Ja1E ON lliE 
,-~EVER'(My .... 

Dean of Instruction Dr Donald 
Mortvedt stated in a November 9 , 1979 
InterCOM interview that "Yes," he was 
asked to come up with "a plan to re
alloca e an olhtpse-pos-it-ions." 

In a March 27, 1979 , meeting, 
Mortvedt met with COM's Associate 
Deans to give his concept of how the 
budget problems could qe alleviated. 
(Mortvedt, in an InterCOM interview, 
said he made a tentative list of 15 posi
tions to cut. The Associate Deans dis
agreed that cutting jobs was the only 
possibility and recommended other 
options.) 

Giving an explanation of how these 
options were obtained , Larry Stanley, 
Chairman (and budget manager) for the 
Fine Arts Division, stated, "We met as 
a division and determined where we 
could cut our budget without doing 
any serious damage to the educational 
programs ." 

Regarding the meeting in Mortvedt's 
office, Taylor stated, "That's how a 
so-called 'hit-list' got started. It was 
never started out of this office , nor 
was it ever approved by this office. I 
never saw it. It would have made no 
sense to make that statement." 

When asked if he was frustrated by 
the college community not knowing his 
position , Taylor replied, "No, not really. 
The reason it wasn't was because it was 
such an emotional, high-pitched issue 
by that time. This job is a very frustra
ting job. It's one that you have to weigh 
everything, and you have to try to keep 
everyone happy, which is impossible~' 

The faculty and staff stated in their 
list of concerns, "W~ are concerned that 
it was only after strong objection and 
pressure by the Budget Managers that 
the top Administration was willing to 
consider alternative budget scenarios." 

As of December, 1979, appJOX· 
imately 45 staff memb.ers have 
been added to the COM payroll, 
according to Personnel Records. 

by Jamie Wood 

COM has seen many faculty and 
student associations throughout its 
history. These varying groups have had 
controversies during the ·10-year exis
tence of the college. Some issues of 
faculty, staff and students, seem to 
occur repeatedly: ineffectiveness, in
adequate representation, lack of · 
straight-forward communication. 
The All-College Council, FACOM, and 
COMSAB were formed to represent 
students , faculty and employees, 
apparently because they aren't getting 
a fair say in what's happening at COM. 

But these associations are not really 
effective. Evidence seems to demon
strate that COM's administration doesn't 
consider students or faculty responsible 
enough to give input to decisions af
fecting the entire community. President 
Fred Taylor says he thinks students are 
capable of "policing" themselves , but 
that they really need someone to "tell 
them what they can and can't do," or 
make final decisions about student 
participation and invol_vemen t. 

The current administration has seen 
to it students have unequal representa
tion in decision-making groups. Eric 
O'Neal sits on the Board of Trustees 
(as elected president of COMSAB) as 
a non-voting member, who to all prac
tical purposes cannot speak unless 
spoken to . 

There are only three student repre
sentatives on the All-College Council. 

Of the six _at-large positions , no students 
may run, nor can students vote for any 
of those candidates. 

President Taylor has ignored faculty, 
· staff, and student concerns presented 

to him last spring. He knows what they 
are and has made no.bold attempt to 
rectify past mistakes or to get COM 
"back to normal." Power is not the 
primary goal at COM •· education is. 
Those who have insisted on putting 
power first must now give over to 
establishment of full participatory 
democracy. A college with such a pro
gressive Prospectus should not have 
problems resulting from power-broker
ing. No administrator , after reading 
COM's Prospectus , could feel that 
power is not be be shared with everyone. 

Students, faculty and staff should 
meet, to begin making decisions and solv
ing problems, with or without administra
tion participation. Stating and discussing 
concerns must be cut to a minimum; real 
action should be taken to .reduce tension 
and get COM back to an educational, 
not a political, institution. 

TI1e All-College Council, FACOM, 
COMSAB and other related groups will 
remain ineffective until the small group 
trying to retain power at COM change 
their attitudes and open the decision
making process up to all. Students, 
most of all, should demand equal repre
sentation at all meetings and in all · 
associations making decisions affecting 
the quality of their education. 

Resolutions For 1980 
Larry S"mith: "To t ry to never comp~.._....,,........._ ... _the fundamental 
questions, to always be flexible on the rest, and try my b:;;e:st;--;-:to~ kn-:::;:o-;;w;-----l- --~.....:..i--" 
the difference between the two." 

Mary V. Danaczko: "To become more of a realist and less of an 
eternal optimist in the cbming year." 

Eric O'Neal : "To never dance wildly or drink tequila at Halloween 
parties, try to be on time to classes and meetings . To the consterna
tion of the powers that be, I will step up my campaign on topics like 
real parties (with drinks) on campus, making the College Center what 
it was meant to be, and helping the 'Grease Pit' become respectable." 

Dr. Fred Taylor: "To develop a closer working relationship with 
faculty, students, Board and staff." 

Donald Mortvedt: "To follow Gordon's First Law: If a research pro
ject is not worth doing at all, it is not worth doing well." 

Ginger Jackson: "To improve myself intellectually, as well as 
physically, and become more responsive to the needs of others ." 

Tom Herman: 'Things are going so well, I hate to make any ohanges." 

Chester Stout: "To stop procrastinating on my dissertation." 

Edith L. Rousseau : "To not make any ." 
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PAST, PRESENT, and FUTURE 
(cont. from page I) 

In an April 2, 1979, Special 
Bulletin ("Legislative Action") 
from President Taylor to all 
college employees, Taylor stated, 

"I have been to the Capit9l 
and have conferred with the 
leadership and find that the 
chances are excellent we will 
receive the Legislative Budget 
Board recommendation. This 
should add approximately 
$115 ,000 to State income. 
That being the case, we should 
have no difficulty in meeting 
our 1979-1980 budget with no 
additional personnel cuts." 
This was the last memo 
Taylor issued in the spring 
semester regarding the budget. 
COMMUNICATION 

In the specially-called Board 
meeting on April 19 , 1979, 
faculty and staff presented 
documented resolutions approved 
by 77 per cent of COM employees. 
In a campus wide vote, the 
employees expressed a vote of 
"no confidence" in President 
Taylor's administration . 

After a two-hour meeting, 
Board Chairman James Simpson 
reaffirmed Taylor's employment. 
One conclusion reached by 
COM's Board members involved 
improving communication. 
"The Board will develop guide
lines at an early date to assure 
that the professional staff is 
heard on any major issues," 
said Simpson. 

Communication was also listed 
as a primary ooncern of COM
employees in documented reso
lutions. The faculty and staff 
stated , "We are concerned that 
the President withholds infor
mation from the Board of Trustees 
which the Board needs in order to 
make sound decisions." 

Faculty representative to the 
Board of Trustees Dr. John Hubisz, 
was asked in an October 4 
InterCOM interview if he thought 
the Board was now fully informed. 
Hubisz replied, "I know that they 
are not." 

Hubisz also stated , "I expect 
the Administration sees their job 
as a little farther-reaching than 
the Board does. Whenever you 
get into the area where a particu

lar problem is seen by the Admini
stration as an administrative prob
lem , then they are not going to tell 
the Board, because the Board is not 
responsible for administrative prob
lems. 

"The Board member feels, 'I 
should be made ·aware of it because 
the public is g~ing to ask me why 
there is a problem on campus and 
I'm not going to know.' If we be
come very legislative about it, then 
we could say the administrators are 
right. But if you are going to run a 
community college and you are sup
posed to have a community family 
unit here , the Board is right," Hubisz 
said. 

Board member Carmen Anderson 
stated in an October 25 InterCOM 

interview, "I feel we still have a prob
lem with communication at the col
lege. Until that is solved , I don't see 
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how we can have fully stable leader
ship. 

"It's very important for us to get 
full and complete information. I feel 
the President is trying to increase 
that and give us what we want. Evi
dence of it is this committee (Iden
tification of Information Needs) 
which will meet with George Miller 
and Jim Dobbins ," said Anderson. 

Presently , communication at 
COM funnels through a system as 
shown in the diagram below. 

Presently , the President is 
ultimately responsible for com
municating ideas and input from the 
faculty to the Board of Trustees, and 
vice versa. 

But some employees and students 
feel the present system runs afoul 
of the COM Prospectus. 

Says Dean of Continuing Ed uca
tion Larry Smith, "This is a public 
institution. The public has a right 
to know if there are problems out 
here. (Control of informatioiis al
ways a ploy that's used by people 
who are in power. See , if you have 
to keep it within the family , so to 
speak, within the organizcltion, and 
the organization is set up in a hier
chial way ... it's Catch-22. There 
· s very-Ii ttle-emp-leyees -ean-do-abou t 
it if they can' t make it public-
especially if you've got a situation 
set up where you can't talk to the 
Board. The only people you can talk 
to are the people you have serious 
questions about. So naturally , if 
they can set up rules whereby you 
can't talk to the Board or the pub
lic then they effectively cut off any 
opportunity you have for promoting 
change or responsiveness to griev
ances." 

Taylor explains, "Many time.s the 
so-called input never gets to this 
office. That'~ the magic of the bur
eaucracy. This institution is too 
complex and too large for one per
son to make all the decisions, and 
that's what causes bureaucracies. 
So , you have people down the line 
make decisions." 

When input reaches the President's 
office, Taylor stated , "The final 
decision has to rest right here at this 
desk. The buck stops here, in terms 
of the implementation of policy. If, 
in fact, anybody at the institution 
wants to appear before the Board, 
they have the same right as a citizen 
to do that. But they have to let me 
know in advance that they want to 
speak to the Board (and) what the 
subject is. No one ioses his citizen
ship simply because he is a member 
of the ... I think that in the admini-
stration of an institution every em
ployee needs to be cognizant of his 
responsibility as well as his rights 
ils a citizen." 

After reaching Taylor, a college 
employee may ask for his input to 
be taken to the Board. When this 
occurs, Taylor states, the person is 

"getting a lay Board involved in 
professional matters. 

"I've never said Board members 
shouldn't come on (campus). The 
only thing I've ever said is that 
faculty and staff members should
n't talk to the Board about deci
sions," Taylor said. 

"They are one-sided. I 
think it's more healthy to work it 
through the organization and let it 
be justified within the organization 
as something that we should do in 

order to achieve our political ob
jectives in the institution. I don't 
think the way to do that is for 
Board members to react one-on-
one with f~culty members. 

"The Board's principle role is to 
adopt policy, not to manage things 
or implement within the institution. 
In the management of the institu
tion, the professional should do 
that, not the lay Board. So, in fact, 
administratively, the policy comes 
up to me and I say for these reasons
none-then it ought to stop right 
there. Because you can't run an 
institution in any professional man
ner by asking a lay Board to make 
decisions about implementing pol
icy . 

"I don't think it's fair to them 
(Board) because they'll do it on an 
emotional basis, because they are 
not professionals. They know that. 
That's why they elect one person to 
be responsible to them and that's 
the President. They delegate all the 
implementation of policy to that 
President. Then he gathers unto 
himself a staff of professionals, and 
delegates authority and resP,onsi
bility for many: like instruction and 
financial services, etc., to other peo
ple. But he is still accountable for 
it. So they (faculty and staff) come 

through his or her organization. That's 
the way. I don't know an institution 
that's any different than that." 

SPECULATION ON COM'S FUTURE 

In recent InterCOM interviews, 
several of COM's faculty/staff and 
administrators responded to the im
portanc~ of communication in the 
future at COM. 

President Taylor stated, "We can 
improve communication--no question 
about it. But 11ot to the detriment 
of the institution. If communication 
means, 'I get my own way or you're 
not communicating,' then we won't 
communicate. I see the All-College 
Council being a perfect source. My 
guess will be that the All-College 
Council will be pretty tough. I be
lieve it will be tougher than I will. 

· I believe it's a good communication 
model.'' 

Bob Shinn, Associate Dean of 
the Learning Resources Center, said 
"COM has many competent, creative 
and caring folks who will continue 
to walk that extra mile for students 
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and the improvement of teaching, 
learning, and support services. Un
fortunately, COM is in a state of 
flux where disagreement exists con
cerning institutional priorities, pro
cesses, and policies. The All-College 
Council can become a vehicle for 
dealing with significant institu
tional concerns. This can result in 
establishment of an environment, 
which will not only facilitate, but 
also encourage, an institutional 
effort toward common goals." 

Dean of Instruction Dr. Mortvedt 
said, "COM is working toward 
clarifying its basic missions and 
roles. The Board has recently nomi
nated several committ<'es. One of 
them is to examine the Prospectus 
and college policies for the 1980s. 
They (Board) will clarify where the 
college should be going for their 
constituencies out in the mainland 
college district. The administra
tion, faculty, staff, and students 
(can) build the programs, under 
that umbrella of where the em
phasis should be placed." 

Fine Arts Chairman Larry 
Stanley says, "Striving for 
democracy has never been 
easy. When I came to COM 
several years ago I thought the 
experiment outlined in the 
COM Prospectus was one of 
the most intelligent ways I 
knew to provide education for 
a community. In my own naive 
way, I'm still holding out for 
us to make it." 

Dean of College & Financial 
Services Dr. Fern Ramirez stated 
"TheJ980s wi!J be a time for ' 
the college community to face 
changes, which will be uncom
fortable and which will be 
demanded -- by the student as 
consumer, and by the consti
tuencies as taxpayers. It will be 
a decade for greater accounta
bility with fewer financial 
resources. Despite this gloomy 
outlook, I believe that COM can 
'weather the storm,' given its 
excellent tax base and the 
resourcefulness of many of the 
faculty and staff. Efforts, by 
necessity, will be much more 
concentrated and directed, 
and will be the result of a team 
approach. This institution has 
much to offer, and will have the 
opportunity during this future 
period of multiple constraints, 
to become increasingly more 
valuable to this community." 

Associate Dean of Conti
nuing Education Larry Smith 
replied, "My feelings are the 
people at COM who believe 
in and are committed to open
ness, quality, competence, and 
the democratic way of life will 
prevail. The changes necessary 
for this college to live up to 
its ideals will be made. I 
chose this view because it 
represents my hopes rather 
than my fears. I believe that 
while the human condition is 
not perfect, it is improvable. 
To believe otherwise would 
lead me to cynicism and utter 
hopelessness." 
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Mona Marshall 

Mary Vaughan 
by Alton E. Hayes 

Have a·question'? Ask Mary Vaughan. 
Vaughan is one of the few people on 
the COM campus who can answer al
most any question correctly. 

She's the secretary at the informa
tion desk, in the main lobby of COM' s 
Administration Building. 
Helpful, kind, and polite, Vaughan 

helps those seeking information about 
COM. Her bright smile represents 
COM's friendly atmosphere, as she 
is the college's most visible represen
tative. 

"I don't find many of the questions 

likes, dislikes--all sorts of things. I listen, 
sometimes without saying anything. In 
most cases, this tends to make the con
versations shorter, while serving the 
purposes of the other person." 

Vaughan's ability to get along 
with and help others is well-known. 

Born in Wisconsin, she grew up in 
Houston. She and h·usband Jerry (Sr.), 
lived for a while in Florida, where they 
enjoyed the sun and a family sailboat. 

"My family loved to have outings 
in the boat, and the ideal place for sailing 
is Florida," she says today. 

She has three teenage children and 
"It's lots of fun being their mother." 
Husband Jerry is an instructor at COM, 
which makes driving to work a "family 
affair." The Vaughans live in Alta 

by Rachel Martinez 

Mona Marshall, a prize-winning print
maker, is a new instructor in the Fine 
Arts Department at COM. 

The 28-year old artist is interested 
in all art mediums, but prefers silk 
screening because it is a spontaneous 
medium. "I can get an idea and 
execute it immediately," she explained . 
"I have always loved the luminousity 
and sculptural feel of etching plates, 
but characteristics are usually lost 
when the image is transferred from 
plate to paper." 

It was to retain these qualities that 
Marshall first silk- screened an image 
directly on to metal. 

"I found the image printed on metal 
changes immensely when viewed from 
different angles and in different inten
sities of light, thereby remaining very 
fluid and alive. No matter how well I 
plan an image, the material 
always offers some surprises," she said. 

Marshall's prints are often box or 
maze constructions set in a natural 
environment. The entire process, from 
the first drawing to the final print, 
allows ample room for exploration 
and change. Marshall tries above all 
not to disturb the reflective, almost 
ethereal presence of the form. 

The California native, who teaches 
two basic photography classes at COM 
uses photography as part of her silk- ' 
screen process. Next semester, a course 
in advanced printmaking is planned. 

Marshall received her Bachelor of 
Fine Arts from the San Francisco Art 
Institute and Master of Fine Arts from 
the University of Michigan. She also 
attended Tyler School of Art in Rome 
Italy. She has been awarded fellowship~ 
to Ossabaw Island Project in Georgia, 
and the MacDowell Colony in New 
Hampshire. Besides teaching at COM, 
Marshall has taught at the San Fran
cisco Art Institute, and has given silk
screen workshops at the University of 
Houston at Clear Lake. 

Marshall has exhibited her work 
primarily in California in Haggin 
Gallery and Pioneer Museums in Stock
ton, the Oakland Art Museum, San 

Francisco Museum of Contemporary 
Art, and in San Francisco Art Museum. 
She has also exhibited at University of 
Houston, and Pyramid Gallery in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. 

Her work is in permanent collections 
at Achenback Print Foundation in San 
Francisco, Oakland Art Museum, and 
Museum of Fine Arts in San Francisco. ----

as strange as people might think," says 
Vaughan. "They're interesting, not 
strange. I answer a wide range of ques
tions each day and enjoy it. Sometimes 
people don't ask questions. They just 
want to talk about problems, solutions, 

Loma, where jerry, Jr. (I 6), Kristen - ,_ 
(15), and Karen (13) attend Santa Fe 
schools. 

Paul Williamson 
by Karen Hoffman 

Paul Williamson, biology instructor 
in COM's Math/Science division, will 
represent the United States in India 
January 10 - February 23. 

His trip is sponsored through Rotary 
International, District 591. 

Most of his visit will be in Nepal, 
Bengal, and Bangladesh. 

During his stay, Williamson will live 
with several native families. He will tour 
Indian medical and educational facili
ties, speaking on U.S. medical and edu
cational systems. He is also scheduled 
for a tour on elephant-back of the Kazi 
Kanga Wildlife Preserve. 

Williamson was nominated by 
Jimmy Llewllyn, principal of LaMarque 
High School, through Rotary District 
591. 

Rotary International, with 18,299 
divisions in 153 countries, spent over 
$1,000,000 in 1979 on educational ex
change. The group deals specifically with 
educational studies abroad. 

Before going to India, Williamson will 
go through training sessions (led by 
Americans who have lived in India), so 
the culture can be studied objectively. 

"Although I'm quite excited over 
being given such an opportunity, it 
certainly will be a test of my character 
to see how well I adjust to a culture so 
totally different from my own, or any 
culture I've been exposed to," William
son said. 

He was also named one of the Most 
Outstanding Young Men in America for 
1979. 

Carolyn Hartnett 
by Karen Hoffman 

"Communication is very important. 
I believe strongly in the value of writing, 
and am interested in how human minds 
relate," says Carolyn Hartnett, instructor 
coordinator of writing in COM 's Total 
Learning Center. 

Hartnett was born in Michigan, 
moved to Oklahoma in 1953, and came 
to Texas in 1956. She received her 
M.A. in English (U of Michigan), B.A. 
in English (East Michigan U), and is 
currently working on her Ph.D. (In
diana U of Pennsylvania). 

She began teaching English at COM 
in 1967. As the Humanities department 
expanded, Hartnett began teaching 
dev~l?pmental writing and basic com
posthon ·· Communications 113,133, 
136 and 139. 

· Before coming to COM, Hartnett 
was a private tutor in League City at 
a home for homeless boys and drug 
addicts. Her book Ideas in Motion 
is a basic text for beginning writing 
instruction. 

Hartnett is working on an AIDP 
grant given for three years to the Total 
Learning Center, to help discover "all 
possibilities of improving the writing 
courses to benefit students needing 
writing improvement." The AIDP 
grant also allows her to "measure 
the cohesiveness of writing and 
experiment with new ways of teaching 

and approaching writing." 
For students who need help with 

grammar, proof-reading and punc
tuation, there is a one-hour writing 
course. Three three-hour courses have 
also been established for students who 
don't know how to write. Of students 
who take the courses, 86% pass English 
132 (15% pass English 132 who haven't 
taken the courses, but need them.) 

Recommendation for students to 
enroll in Communications 133, 136 is the 
responsibility of the students' advisor 
based on ACT scores overall, she say/ 

"A score of below 15 usually shows 
a need for writing improvement. These 
students are given the TSWE, a screening 
device. TSWE doesn't measure the 
ability to write, but relates objectives 
correlating with writing. Upon 
entering the course, students are 
given a writing test to determine needs 
for writing improvement," says Hartnett. 

"In writing, one can see how minds 
relate because the thinking process is 
slowed down. People have good ideas, 
but often don't know how to put 
them on paper," she says. 

Hartnett is married, has one son, 
three daughters, and one grandchild. 
Hobbies include swimming sewing 

I ' , ' 

reading and square dancing. Her office 
is located in Suite B, Humanities 
divisio~, and her extension is 356. 
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Charles Delgado (1 ), union representative, International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers, Local 527, speaks at a recent COM Focus-Forum. 
Other panelists are (1-r) COM moderator Larry Smith, Allan Mueller, 
U.S. Department of Fish and Wildlife, and Texas Senator A.R. ( Babe ) 
Schwartz. photo by Teri Crook, courtesy Texas City Daily Sun. 

·Focus .. 
Man Made Disasters 
by Phyllis Kostka 

"The public should demand perfection 
from industry," said State Senator A. R. 
(Babe) Schwartz January 22 at COM's 
College Center. 

Schwartz spoke as a panelist in the 
Focus-Forum entitled "Man-Made 
Disasters: Must We Learn t_o Live With 
Them?" The forum is a COM community 
outreach program. 

The public is to blame for industrial 
disasters, because_ it accepts too many 
risks, Schwartz said. 

He directly blamed Texas City plants 
for the Wye dumpsite (an abandoned 
chemical disposal pit in La Marque), 
discounting the theory that corporate 
responsibility ends when plants pay for 
chemical disposal. 

He reprimanded Americans for 
accepting "the anathema put upon them 
by industry under the guise of progress." 

Panelist Charles Delgado, business 
manager for International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers Local 527. discussed 
man-made disasters. From the viewpoint 
of organized labor, he said, man has come 
to accept disasters as a part of life, 

because of "economic compensation." 
Delgado contended corporate 

America, which reaps the profits, should 
accept responsibility for its actions. 
However, he suggested every citizen is a 
member of corporate America, and there
fore shareflheourden. 

William Fetter, plant manager of Texas 
City Refinery, stated disasters such as 
refinery explosions can be prevented by 
better employee training. Fetter 
considered "zero risk" (no hazardous 
conditions or exposures) an impossi• 
bility due to human error. But he said 
Texas City industries were spending 
millions of dollars to train employees. 

Allan Mueller, representative of the 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, discussed 
' 1potentially dangerous" conditions 
presented in chemical dumpsites, such 
as Wye Pits. He related how leakage 
from such sites "can wreak havoc upon 
the aquatic population by destroying the 
food chain." This problem, Mueller 
pointed out, is compounded by recent 
flooding. Flooding, he said, was also a 
man-made disaster caused by unwise 
land-use planning. (cont. page 3) 

COM Alma Mater Contest 

A contest for selection of a COM 
Alma Mater will be held spring 1980, 
according to Dr. Warren Dodson, Director 
of Career Decisions Center/Student Life. 

The contest will be limited to students 
currently enrolled (credit and non-credit) 
at the time entry is submitted. 

Deadline for submissions is April 1, 
and the selection will be made April 15. 

The chosen entry will be presented to 
the Board of Trustees for adoption and 
sung at the 1980 COM graduation 
ceremonies. 

The prize will be a cash award of 
$100. If no acceptable entry is found, 
no selection will be made. The criteria 

for selection will be originality and 
appropriateness. The entry must fit 
with the tradition of the college. 

COM's Student Activities Board 

(SAB) will be requested to select five 
students to participate in the selection. 

Submissions will be accepted in any 
presentable form. Each entry must be 
accompanied by a written copy of the 
song. The song can be recorded and 
presented with accompaniment or 
without accompaniment. 

All persons entering the contest must 
be present at the time of selection. 
Absentee forms will be available for 
extenuating circumstances. 

College Day at COM 

by Lori L. Hall 

Representatives from 17 Texas 
institutions of higher learning will 
visit the campus on February 19 
from 2 - 4 PM in COM's College 
Center, room CC 120. 

Baylor, Houston Baptist Univer
sity, Lamar University, Stephen F. 
Austin, Texas A&M University, 
Unfversity of Houston at Clear Lake, 
and other colleges will send repre
sentatives to share information with 
students concerning orientation, 
admissions requirements, dorms, 
and financial aid. 

"It's an opportunity for our 
students to visit with a representative 

from the institution they are inter
ested in," stated Director of Admis
sions/Registrar Dr. Robert Johnston. 

"The college representatives are 
institutional recruiters who will 
help students through the applica
tion process and share information 
about programs," Johnston said. 

Catalogues and brochures will be 
available. Representatives will discuss 
with students, on an individual 
basis, any questions. 

The State Association coordinates 
representatives from major Texas 
universities, to meet with area high 
school and college students. College 
days are held throughout the state. 

Black Awareness Month 
National reco~nition of black people 

and their contribution to the American 
society will be celebrated by Black 
Awareness Month in February. 

Events and activities planned for 
February's Black Observance Month: 

• Texas Southern University's 
"Black Art Show" displayed in LRC. 

• COM Singers presented a noon
hou~ concert February 13 in the 
College Center. 

• Movie -- "Negro Slavery" was 
shown in the College Center, Room 120, 
February 14, at 12 noon. 

• Sickle-Cell Anemia screening, 
education and blood drive, College Cen
ter, Room 120, February 19, 10 AM to 
3PM. 

• The Texas Southern Dance Troupe 
directed and choreographed by Dr. 
Marjorie Stuart, will perform at noon 
in the College Center, February 20. 

• Movie -- "Black History : Lost, 
Stolen or Strayed," narrated by Bill 
Cosby, College Center, Room 120, 
February 21, 12 noon. 

• Movie -- Dr. Martin L. King -
"From Montgomery to Memphis" 
shown in the College Center, Room 120, 
February 28, 12 noon. 

Black Awareness committee mem
bers include Alex Pratt, Leroy August, 
Dr. Warren T. Dodson, Tillie Green, 
Vivian Hayes (student), and Beverly 
Douglas. 

Panel Analyzes 
Iran Crisis 

by Beverly Stephens 

The Iranian students holding Ameri
can hostages are politically motivated, 
and their demonstrations are motivated 
in much the same manner as U.S. stu
dent protests of the 1960s, said Dr. 
Donald Quartaert, Middle East historian, 
UH Main Campus, during the most 
recent Gulf Coast Council on Foreign 
Affairs meeting. 

The remark came out of a seminar 
entitled "Iran: What's Behind It All?" 
co-sponsored by GCCF A and COM's 
Student Activities Board (COMSAB) 
and held December 13 in the LRC 
teaching auditorium. 

"The militants holding the Ameri
cans hostage represent two groups·· 
the Islamic population and leftists 
(socialists and communists) whose 
opposition to the former regime has 
brought them together," Quartaert 
said. 

The seminar's panel included 
Matthew Horowitz of the American 
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), L.V. 
Durland, refinery ma'nager, Amoco, 
Dr. Joseph Dawson, assistant profes
sor at Moody College. Others were 
Admiral John Smith, USN, retired, 
Bob Wright, assignments editor at 
KHOU-TV (Channel 11) in Houston, 
and Sam Kent, an attorney at Roy
ston, Layzor, Vickery and Williams. 

The U.S. State Department did not 
participate, nor did the Iranian-govern
ment. Four Iranian students in atten
dance did not represent the government 
of Iran. 

UH Graduate students Khalli Yazdi 
and Farshid Madani spoke at the seminar. 
Yazdi is" a Moslem student from Iran 

· who happens to be of Iranian nation
ality." 

<cont. page 3) 
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Editorial 
Statement of Purpose 
by February 1980 Editor Becky LaCroix 
and Assistant Editor Lori L. Hall 

"What IS InterCOM?" is a question 
often asked on the COM campus. 

JnterCOM is a student newspaper 
published monthly. Staff members are 
enrolled in journalism credit courses 
taught by Kit van Cleave. Editors for 
each issue are democratically elected 
by staff members. 

Stories included in the paper are 
wirtten by students unless otherwise 
noted. But JnterCOM will accept 
material from other sources as long 
as it is accurate, and in line with U.S. 

journalistic tradition. (No obst:enities, 
for example, will be used in letters to 
the editors.) 

JnterCOM is written by, and prin
cipally for, students at COM. We do, 
however, consider faculty, staff 
and administration part of our reader
ship. But often, spending longer hours 
at COM, they have information readily 
avl!ilable which students do not. 

JnterCOM writes straight news 

Fair Play 
by Phyllis Kostka 

stories, with factual information and 
obJective reporting. As our readership 
is attending COM for an education, we 
declare the right to access for informa
tion -- a right guaranteed us by the 
U.S. Freedom of Information Act. 

Editorials published in JnterCOM 
reflect only the opinion of the writer, 
in keeping with standard U.S. journal
istic style. Editorials will continue to 
be uncensored, whether or not their 
content is a majority opinion. 

Letters are welcomed, but editors re
serve the right to publish letters based 
on their accuracy and bias. Character 
assassinations and libel are not permitted. 

As in the past, InterCOM will report 
news -- good or bad -- through informa
tion, investigative research, profiles on 
people, editorials, cartoons, and photo
graphs. We appreciate your support of 
this living example of American freedom 
of the press, and the "public's right to 
know." 

Math instruction at COM is little more than a glorified correspondence 
course. Each unit of material is conveniently taped to help students work 
assignments in the text. 

An average of 30 students are in each math section. These students range 
from Math 130 to Math 135, with a sprinkling of a few from each level in 
every section. 

Each class period runs 80 minutes. This gives each student approximately 
2.6 minutes of the instructor's time -- obviously insufficient time for ade
quate clarification. However, tapes make the material self-explanatory, 
<>lJPvi<>tine TTillny q11P.riP.~. 

This system has been in operation at COM since its opening in 1967, and 
seems successful. Economically, it lessens need for additional faculty (nine 
instructors teach 66 sections of mathematic~). 

The question arises on the matter of attendance. Audio math tapes are 
available in the library, and can be checked out for home use. If no further 
aid is needed from the instructor, students should attend class for testing 
purposes only. Having completed testing, the student should be free to 
leave. 

Turnabout is fair play. If teaching is not mandatory, why should atten
dance be so? 

Conscription 
by Beverly Stephens 

In his January 23 State-of-the Union 
message, President Jimmy Carter pro
posed reinstating draft registration, to 
prepare the U.S. to move against Soviet 
intervention in Afghanistan. 

The President's proposal has caused 
Americans to consider for the first time 
if U.S. women should be required to 
register for the draft. 

During an Associated Press interview, 
U. S. Senator John Tower (R-Tx) said 
he thought there was. not enough sup
port in Congress for registration of 
women. He also expressed concern 
women would "distract" men. 

Both men and women must be re
quired to register for the draft. In the 
past ten years, U.S. women have won 
many rights long-held by men. America 
has suggested other countries observe 
rights of all their citizens. Shall we now 
not require all our citizens be treated 
equally? How can we expect other 
countries to live by standards we refuse 
to apply? 

Proponents of Equal Rights Amend
ment will obviously not allow Congress 
to roll back the clock. They fought to 
prove they are as capable as men. To 
allow women to escape their responsi
bility for patriotic defense could sab
otage all progress made in treating 
Americans equally. 

Men's liberation groups will surely 
not allow women to escape the draft. 
Men have the right to demand all Amer
icans be required to serve America's 
military interests. If men's groups do 
not demand women be treated equallv 
they are refusing to accept women as· ' 

equals in adult life. 
Mothers who say, "Take my son, 

but leave me my daughter," are saying, 
"It's all right for a man to die young, 
but not a woman." They are putting a 
higher value on the lives of women than 
on those of men. 

The U.S. does not accept with digni
ty women in the military armed forces. 
Only within the past ten years have wo
men been allowed in military academies. 
Israel, China, and the Soviet Union re
quire both women and men to serve in 
the military. 

"Why would a woman want to be 
drafted?" No one wants to be drafted, 
to give up two to six years of life for a 
cause he may not believe in. 

The 13th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution (which abolished slavery) 
states: Neither slavery nor involuntary 
servitude, except as a punishment for 
crime whereof the party thal/ have been 
duly convicted, shall exist within the 
United States, or any place subject to 
their jurisdiction. 

Even though this amendment was 
meant to abolish slavery, it is the only 
one which addresses the issue of invol
untary servitude. The draft is not vol
untary. Those drafted are told their 
"patriotic duty" is involuntary servi
tude and possible death. 

Cart is usinl>--'-'""""LI...L-"l:\'CUC.l.ll~- -----
against Soviet intervention in Afghan-
istan. Will a generation which grew up 
watching news from Viet Nam believe 
a foreign war is in America's national 
interest? 

Conformity or Controversy 
by Phyllis Kostka 

America was founded on the premise 
of individual freedom. The American 
tradition has been to uphold the right 
of dissent. The choice to deviate from 
the "average behavior" of society has 
been a cherished ideal. 

With this in mind, why does the 
exercise of personal rights cause such 
controversy? The person who "hears 
a different drummer" often meets 
opposition when he attempts to march 
to his tune. Conformity has overtaken 

Fighting Fat? 
by Laura Wager 

Look around. The most available 
food is in the College Center snack 
bar, which offers all high-calorie and 
high-carbohydrate foods. 

"What about restaurants?" Texas 
City is the closest city to COM. It's 
fast-food restaurants have soybean 
hamburgers, spicy tacos, pizza, and 
greasy chicken. Sambo's and Denny's 
do offer a salad or a diet lunch, but 
take up time because of slow service. 

In the end, what happens? The 
Battle of the Bulge! COM students 
often eat fattening tood, worry later 
about the consequences, or don't worry 
at all. Starving is even worse. The an
swer? Limit food intake, exercise 
regularly. And pack a lunch! 

individuality in America. 
Individuals are sometimes erroneously 

stereotyped as radical trouble-makers. 
The mainstream culture fits a pattern 
stated by Emile Henry Gauvreau, who 
sees Americans as " ... a strange race of 
people aptly described as spending their 
lives doing 'things they detest, to make 
money they don't want, to buy things 
they don't need, to impress people they 
don't like." 
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Panel can't. 
"The fact that students are claiming 

to be supporters of Khomeni is 
irrelevant," said Yazdi. "If they diverge 
from the teachings of Khomeni, the 
(militants) will be in trouble. If Kho
meni's support is not 100 per cent 
behind the students, it will cause poli
tical trouble. If they deviate from his 
teachings, they are 100 per cent respon
sible for their actions." 

when someone tries to force you to 
live by his values. Iranians want 
Americans to realize they are sensitive 
to the Shah, and the American govern
ment's involvement with the Shah. 
Khomeini can be compared to Martin 
Luther King." 

"Martin Luther King was a great 
man," said Lewis Parker, a black mini
ster. "The people did not even give him 
power. In releasing the blacks and the 

He said the U.S. hostages will be women hostages, the militant students 
treated well, and "if' returned to the are wrong. All hostages are citizens of 
U.S., they will be physically unharmed. the U.S. 

One COM student in the audience "You Iranian students are blessed 
asked about reports that members of to be here. You're in a country where 
the PLO were also in the U.S. Embassy you can voice your opinions. I oouldn't 
in Tehran. do that in Iran. (Comparing Khomeini 

"We don't know who is in the Embas, to King) is a slap in America's face and 

Panelists for GCCFA Forum were (1-r) Sam Kent, Bob Wright, Adm. 
John Smith, Dr. Joseph Dawson, Dr. Donald Quataert, Matthew 
Horowitz, L.V. Durland, and Khalli Yazdi. photo by Phil Johnson 

Below are results of questionaires distributed by GCCF A at the 

December 13, 1979·, discussion on Iran. The results were completed by 

61 people 

sy," said Dawson. "The press has not a slap in the black man's face. Violence I. Are you personally angry about Americans being held hostage at the u. s. 
been able to find out. We are told these is not the answer. Wrath and J·ustice Embassy in Iran? 
people are students. They appear older belong to God. No one has the right Yes 54 No 5 Undecided 2 
than the normal U.S. college student. to deprive anyone else of life, liberty, 2_ Do you approve of the way President Carter is handling the situation? 
Also, we don't know how many stu- or the pursuit of happiness," said Approve 42 Disapprove 11 Undecided 8 
dents there are in the Embassy:,, Parker· 3. Do you think President Carter is doing all he can to free American hostages 

Kent asked whether Ayatollah "You don't understand the Islamic in Iran? 
Khomeini was in control of the event. lifestyle," said one Iranian student. Yes 27 No 11 Undecided 19 

"Has he acted in accordance to "According to Islamic tradition, when 4. Do you agree with the American government's-refusal to send the deposed 
international law? If the students are the U.S. gave the Shah (military and Shah back to Iran in exchange for the release of the American hostages? 
in control (not led by Khomeini), financial) aid and he used it to kill 
what is Khomeini's role? Are the stu- Iranians, the U.S. helped kill Iranians." Do not send the Shah back 46 Send the Shah back 14 Undecided 1 
dents independent actions le~al or As to deporting Iranians out of the 

5. If American hostages are freed unharmed, do you think the U.S. should launch 
illegal? International law is what we U.S., ACLU's Horowitz said, "Our 

a military attack on Iran? 
can force on other countries. If government cannot discriminate Yes 50 No 5 Undecided 6 
Iran agrees to accept international against a single nationality. We saw the 

6. If American hostages are physically harmed or put on trial in Iran, do you 
law, it is reasonable to argue that what results of that during World'War II." 

think the U.S. should launch a military attack on Iran? 
they've done is illegal," said Kent. The U.S. had not been unfriendly Yes 26 No 19 Undecided 16 

"From information we've received, to Iranians, said Quartaert. 7. If the American hostages are freed unharmed, do you think the U.S . should 
the students are representative of "Now, Iran's death rate from mortal 

impose an economic embargo? 
the whole country of Iran. Therefore, diseases is lower than when Iran first Yes 11 No 49 Undecided 2 

they have the support of the entire started receiving U.S. aid. The indus- 8_ If American hostages are physically harmed or put on trial in Iran, do you think 
_sountry ," said MadanL_ "As far as an,,_y ___ t_ri~al output is now highe~re ----1-the U.S. should impose an ecenomi-G-~a-r-g . 

trouble between the north and south Iranians are literate. The oil industry 
of Iran, there is trouble in the north. in Iran is, at best , a mixed blessing." Yes 52 No 9 

9. Do you agree the Shah should be judged by an international body such as The 
The (U.S. news) media is controlling As to solutions to get the hostages World,Court? 
the news coming out of Iran," he said. back, "there is no possibility of taking 

Agree 50 Disagree 9 Undecided 2 
"(Jourpalist) George Lewis in Tehran military actions without getting the IO. Do you agree peaceful demonstrations in the u. s. supporting the Iranian 

describes the entire news-gathering hostages killed," said Smith. ''. The position should be permitted? 
process ~s a circus. The information is ~resident is handling the situation well. Agree 4 7 Disagree 14 
both live and video-taped," said Wright. As far as military action goes, it is not 11. Do you agree the U.S. should allow the Shah permanent asylum in the U.S.? 
"Much of the tape seen on American TV feasible. Blocking the Persian Gulf is Agree 15 Disagree 43 Undecided 3 
is filmed and distributed by Iranians. no good. This is not a military situa- 12. Is releasing the hostages, not the Shah, the only issue in the Iranian crisis? 
I think it's noteworthy that the crisis tion. Because of this, there is a great Agree 18 Disagree 42 Undecided 1 
began during 'sweeps week,' when deal of pressure on the U.S. to coope-
everyone wants to get high ratings. A rate with the militants in Iran. If 
lot of information is wrong coming out, anything should happen to the hos-
but with networks trying to jump each tages, there will be an outcry in, thi$ 
other, it's difficult to cover stories. country." 
Reporters are under pressure to get a "The American people now know 
scoop." where Iran is, and how to pronounce it 

"The (militants) have strong anti- correctly," summarized Wright. "We, 
American sentiments," said Madani. as Americans, do not want American 
"Islamic code defines ground rules for integrity to be destroyed any more 
morality, economics, and social behavior. than it already has been. The hostage 
No individual faces a normal life with- situation and use of hostages is not 
out his own philosophy on life. In Iran, something new. We can't relate to 
the people want a lifestyle with one their goals any more than they can 
certain set of rules. A conflict occurs relate to our apathy." 

FOCUS con 't. 
COM faculty Dr: Roy Rhame (biology), 

Dr. John Hubisz (physics), and Jim 
Finley (political science) were contri
buting resource people. 

The Focus-Forum Program is directed 
by Larry Smith, associate dean, Continuing 
Education and Community Services. It 
is a community-involvement program 
which began in 1974. He says the 
position of Focus-Forum is "an informed 
public actively involved and participating 
in the democratic processes, enhancing 

the quality of government." 
The Focus-Forum Newsletter is 

edited and coordinated by Bob Grafton, 
General Adult Education. The news
letter's contributors itlclude local citizens, 
officials, educators, and outside experts. 

"The forums and newsletter provide 
expression and exchange of ideas and 
perspectives vital for an informed com
munity, proving the educational process 
is not limited to the classroom," said 
Grafton. 

13. Should the Shah have been returned immediately to Iran? 
Agree 12 Disagree 43 Undecided 2 

Sound Room 
by Lori L. Hall 

Non-print media has added a new 
5 x 8½ foot soundproof room in the 
Learning Resources Center. 

"The special room is designed to 
isolate environmental work-area noise," 
says Di_rector of Non-Print Media 
Jerry Anderson. 

A preview room previously used 
for film-watching, video-tape-viewing, 
slide-sorting and synchronization failed 
to produce professional recordings. The 
preview room also allowed outside dis
tractions ( water cooler, ringing tele• , 
phones, and footsteps) to disturb re
cording production. ' 

"There was always something to 
interrupt you," states Anderson. "With 
proper equipment, we now can do a . 
recording in a controlled environment, 
which will enable us t'o get a good master 
tape for duplication purposes." 

. The door of the soundproof room 
weighs over 300 lbs. 

"The room is all modular, so there 
is flexibility. If it ever had to be moved, 

it could be knocked down entirely and 
rebuilt," says Anderson. "We opted not 
to get a special floor. But we are going 
to put a carpet to further isolate it from 
the foundation of the building." 

The special room arrived one month 
after ordered, and was built in two hours. 
The bid price was $4,800. Anderson says 
the multi-purposed soundproof structure 
is "worth the cost." 

The room is temporarily used as a 
video room and contains viaeo-recording 
and monitoring equipment. Future ;iddi
tions to the room include a turntable, 
amplifiers, speakers, a tape deck, and a 
microphone which will ensure complete 
utilization of the room's facilities. Pro
motion tapes from the college will be 
produced in the room also. 

Students may schedule time for 
music-listening and video-viewing, but 
recording will take priority. 

The University of Texas uses over 150 
of these specially-designed structures for 
music practice rooms, Anderson said. 
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Mike -Williams Feb. 19 
Singer-guitarist Mike Williams will appear in COM's College Center, 
February 19 from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. The concert is sponsored by 
Division of Fine Arts and Humanities, and COMSAB. Williams, a 
progressive country singer, has performed as an opening act for Olivia 
Newton-John, Jerry Jeff Walker, Elvin Bishop, Steve Martin, England 
Dan, and John Ford Coley. His two albums -- The Radio Show and 
Free Man, Happy Man -- are comprised of Williams' original songs. 

Fitness Facilitie~ 
by Cliff Oliver and Alton Hayes 

"Probably the most popular facilities 
at COM are our two racquetball courts," 
says Dan Travaille, chairman of Health, 
Recreation and Physical Education. 

The courts accomodate only two 
players at a time, he says. 

"As many as 30 people who've 
requested reservations have been turned 
down on occasion," Travaille said. 

He emphasized the facilities were 
open to anyone attending or working 
at COM , as well as credit and non
credit students. Those using facilities 
will be required to follow HR & PE 
guidelines. 

Facilities include a full gymnasium, 
housing a weights room, game room, 
dance studio, and indoor swimming 
pool. Adjacent to the training room 
(off the men's locker area) are a sauna, 
whirlpool; and massage tables. 

In addition to the two racquetball 
courts, a lighted one-quarter-mile track 
and baseball field are also available. 

Individuals or groups wishing to use 
facilities should contact Maryanne 
Urick at ext. 417 or 420, for reserva
tion information . 

Luau 
Bring a date/spouse and come to 

the Leap Year Luau in the pool area 
from 6:30 PM to whenever Feb. 29. 

The cover charge is a covered dish, 
with prizes for the best exotic dish. 
A prize will also be awarded for the 
best Hawaiian dress so drag out last 
summer's beach outfit and join the 
fun. 

COM Arboretum 
by Betty Williams 

A five-year program is developing 
an arboretum on campus, according 
to Dr. Roy E. Rhame, biology/chemis
try instructor and agricultural advisor. 

An arboretum contains plants and . 
trees for study and observation. 

The COM arboretum will be located 
from the College Center to the Math 
Science Building and around Lake 
Eckerd. 

The program, already in progress 
one year, will benefit students, Boy 
Scouts, and other groups. Local Boy 
Scouts at present have no location in 
the immediate area to learn various 
trees, a part of the scout tradition. 

"I am selecting trees with various 
leaf formations to benefit the lab 
students," said Rhame. "This will 
be the largest arboretum in Galves
ton County. 

"Our arboretum will consist of 
trees native to Texas. There are 
approximately 21 different trees 

already on campus. I hope to have 
more than 30 on completion. After 
the trees are planted, shrubs will be 
added," Rhame said. 

Area garden clubs and Horticul
ture Committee of Galveston donated 

two trees -- a red oak and a sweetgum-
which were planted January 15. At 
the presentation, the LaMarque Gar
den Club also donated $50 to buy 
more trees. 

In addition to the planting and care 
of the arboretum, Dr. Rhame is in 

charge of COM's greenhouse. Plants 
from the greenhouse are sold to pro
vide funds for the arboretum. 

Trees already on campus include 
cypress, cottonwood, tallow, mulberry, 
sycamore, black cherry, pecan, red 
maple, water oak, live oak, ash, magno-

lia, willow, American elm, black wal
nut, American holly, river birch, yupon, 
dogwood, sweetgum and red oak. 

Vending Machines 
by Betty Williams 

COM 's vending machines continue to 
present problems, but are under investi
gation, according to David Rae, Director 
of COM's AuxiliaryServices. 

Jiffy Java Company of Houston is 
under contract by COM to supply and 
maintain campus vending machines. 
These machines are located in the 
College Center and Tech-Voe Building. 

Jiffy Java has held the contract for 
approximately six months. At the onset 
of the contract, Jiffy Java Co. installed 
new machines with a larger variety of 
foods, along with a change machine and 
microwave oven in the Tech-Voe Building. 

In response to complaints concerning 
refunds, Rae says students "for the most 
part are not aware they can receive 
refunds through the Snack Bar at the 
College Center." 

In order to have proper repairs, it is 
necessary for the person who loses 
money to specify malfunctions of 
machines. 

The machines are scheduled to be 
refilled every 24-48 hours, according to 
Rae. However "repairs are done at the 
convenience of Jiffy Java Company," 
he said. 

COM's profits from machine 
commissions go to buy supplies and 
budget the Snack Bar. According to 
Rae, this keeps prices as low as possible 
for students. 

Rae stated some students are not 
aware COM does not come equipped 
with these machines. 

"They are for the convenience and 
benefit of students and faculty," 

according to Rae. "The profit margin 
of these machines at COM is so small 
most distributors do not want to even 
bid for placement," said Rae. 

Once the contract is signed and 
machines placed, the distributing 
company realizes the low profit margin 
and service falls off, according to Rae. 

Each of the vending machines cost 
$2,500 and up, which allows for sub
stantial notes on each machine. 

Rae admits he has been a little lax 
in providing information of refunds. He 
feels "students at COM have the ability 
to go deeper and realize the logistics 
and profits involved." 

COMMENTS concerning campus vending 
machine story: 
* Becca Wakefield: "I'm pleased with 
the variety and more nutritious foods 
available. Change machine, when it 
works, is a real asset." 
* Sandra Devall: "I lost 30 cents today. 
But impressed with food. Concerned .. 
confusing and different oper.ation 
instructions for each machine." 
* Sonia Jacquet: "I think they should 
fix the change machines. A big change 
from last year, better variety." 
* Helen Wilson: "Never found that they 
are reliable. Either machines are in
operable or out of the food you want, 
especially the drink machines." 
* Mary Brown: "Dislike machines 
because they steal my money, and some
times don't give correct change." 
* Tammy Walker: "Generally like them, 
except when they're out of stuff." 

New Phi Theta Kappa members enjoy reception following initiation 
ceremony. photo by Betty Williams 

PTK Initiation 
by Armando Rodriguez 

Sigma Delta chapter of Phi Theta 
Kappa accepted 13 new members 
January 26 in the Fine Arts complex. 

The chapter is COM's liaison with 
the national scholastic honor society. 

Jack Grigg, PTK president, initia
ted new members in a candlelight 
ceremony. 

Dr. Donald Mortvedt, Dean of 
Instruction and Student Life, opened 
the ceremonies with a short speech 
welcoming new members and their 

families. 
Members initiated were: Cheryl 

Vogtman, Danny Herna_ndez, Laura 
Morales, Allen Thomas, Paul Potter, 
Varlery Jackson, Jamie West, David 
Wills, Mary Kay Porter, Vickie Bilbry, 
Brett Babcock , Buddy Robinson, 
and Armando Rodriguez. 

Present at the ceremony were PTK 
Vice-President Rachel Martinez and 

sponsor Jo Ann Pevoto. More than 
25 guests attended the ceremony. 

' 
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Stage Band Receives Awards 
by Bet!y Williams 

COM's Stage Band won seven 
awards at Sam Houston State Uni
versity in the Jazz Competition 
February 2. 

COM music instructor Tom Arvid
son received a trophy for "outstanding 
director." The entire band won a wall 
plaque for receiving three first divi
sion ratings. Several band members 
received "Outstanding Musician 
Awards" -- P3:ul Heiman (alto sax), 
Rick Weathersby (lead trumpet), 
Steve Montgomery (bass), Carl 
Napoli (drums), and Louis Payne 
(tenor sax). 

"The judging was very strict, 
with very tough judges. I'm very 
proud we got a number one rating 
from each of the three judges," said 

Arvidson. 
"This real victory for the band -· 

and for COM -- will make both the 
band and college more visible to the 
public," said Arvidson. 

The band has several programs 
planned for this year. On March 8, 
the band will go to Lee College in 
Baytown for competiton. May 11 -
15 it will participate in a cultural 
exchange program with Mexico. 

"Mexico will send a folk dance 
group and a concert band May 2 - 5," 
said Arvidson. 

"We are working on our second 
LP album, which should be released 
during this year," said Arvidson. 

• "I am really proud of our band, and 
this year will be a turning point." 

Enrollment Statistics 
by Karen Hoffman 

COM enrollment increased by In-District * 1,838 
518 

36 
0 

2,392 

i I r ~•·~-9.80 ter. Out-a • . igr_ict** 
Total enrollment is 2,392, an increase Non-Resident*** 
from Fall 1979 semester enrollment Not Reported 
of 2,371. The following figures are 
a breakdown of Spring enrollment. 

Male 949 
Female 1,443 

Freshmen 1,663 
Sophomore 442 

2,392 

White 
Black 
Hispanic 
Asian 

2,392 

1,719 
407 
184 

19 
Am. Indian 
Alien/Foreign 

26 

National 37 
Not Reported 0 

2,392 

* Residents of Texas and school 
districts which are included in COM's 
district. These school districts are 
Texas City, La Marque, Hitchcock, 
Santa Fe and Dickinson. 
** Resident~ of Texas and all 
other school districts which are not 
included in COM's district. 
*** Persons who have not 
resided in Texas for 12 months pre
ceeding date of registration. 

There was a decrease of 66 in 
enrollment for Spring 1980, com
pared with Spring 1979. 

Local Residents Surveyed 
by Jay Tipton 

Of the 100 people questioned in an make: 
INTERCOM poll, 68 said they or some • More publicity needs to be put 
member of their family used COM fa. out about the Continuing Edu-
cilities. cation Program and its special· 

Nineteen people used the entertain- events, and about plays and 
ment facilities, 28 people used the rec- entertainment events. 
reational facilities. Eighteen people • COM Arena Theatre should sell 
took classes for credit, and 15 took season passes at the beginning 
non-credit classes. of the school year, respondents 

The 100 polled were residents of said. 
LaMarque and west Texas City. "COM is fine, real fine. Not every 

The youngest "students" involved small town can have a college," said 
in COM programs were unborn babies, Edmund Proveoust of La Marque. 
whose parents took a childbirth class. Youngster Gretta Graber said, 
One mother was so impressed with the "It's fun. I swim at the pool and go to 
LaMaze teacher, she rramed her <laugh- the plays." 
ter after the woman. The oldest stu- Anff Rice says, "I use the Senior 
dents were the senior citizens, who Citizen Center. It's very good. We do 
take credit and non-credit classes, and crafts, ceramics, and make things with 
use the Senior Citizen Center. dough." 

Those polled felt COM served a use- Not one bad comment was made 
ful purpose. Several had suggestions to about COM by respondents. 

Carmen Anderson photo by OCS 

Anderson - Long Range Planning 
by Phyllis Kostka 

"The prime directive for 1980 will for the 1980 s. 
be quality education," said COM Board "Due to a budget squeeze, there is 
of Trustees member Carmen Anderson, going to have to be some compr'!Ssing 
outling the future goals of COM. (of courses). Those offered will ! 

The Lo_ngJang.e l'.]anning.Com.!Jlit.· 
tee, comprised of board members James 
Edwards, John Cox, and Carmen Ander
son, is advised by COM executive staff 
Dr. Fred Taylor, President; Dr. Fem 
Ramirez, Dean 0f CollP-ge and Financial 
Services; Donald Mortvedt, Dean of 
Instruction; George Miller, President's 
Assistant for Planning and Development. 
Resolutions drafted by the committee 
will be given to the All-College Council 
for additional input. 

"Academic and technical-vocational 
education will be given equal consider
ation," replied Anderson, describing 
the committee's educational priorities 

more substantive," explained An 'erson. 
ie tra1cHt-wan11e'cmicensns ohhe 

committee to center continuing educa. 
tion around the adult learner. In light 
of budget difficulties, programs for 
children would be cut first. Many are. 
offered at Texas City's Lowry Center. 

"Those programs vocational in nature 
will be stressed. But the committee feels 
avocational education teaches one to 
think, and is therefore essential in a 
democratic society," said Anderson. 

When asked the difference between 
vocational and avocational education, 
Anderson replied, "It's the difference 
between making a living and making a 
life." 

Energy Consumption 
by Becky La Croix 

In August 1979, COM President When studying this proposal, the 
Fred Taylor appointed an Energy committee found 40% of COM class-
Task Force (ETF) to develop and rooms not in use, said Thomas. Dr. 
study programs to reduce campus Taylor said buildings not being used 
energy consumption. (as on Fridays) will have thermostats 

Members of the task force, with adjusted accordingly. 
assistance from three local Union Concerning stat'f worxmg schedules, 
Carbide Company engineers, con- Thomas said there was no college pol-
ducted a "Basic Energy Audit" Continued on page 6 
October 30, 1979. Proposals were 
made by the ETF to achieve 40% 
reduction in energy consumption 
during the five years after the audit. 

ETF Chairman is George Thomas, 
COM Associate Dean for Academic 
Programs. Thomas said the commit
tee began work through subcommit
tees during the fall semester. 

A four-day work week is being 
implemented for Summer Session I 
1980. This proposal is on an experi
mental basis for one year, according 
to Thomas. Scheduling will be re
duced to four days (Monday through 
Thursday) and until noon on Fridays. 

Graduation Deadline 

Students who will complete 
graduation requirements by the 
end of Spring, Summer I, or Summer 
II 1980 should apply now in the 
Admissions and Records Office. 

The deadline for graduation 
applications isMarch28. 

Applications receiveq after this 
time will not be eligible for parti-
cipation in commencement exercises 
or for inclusi.on in the list of grad-
uates. 
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---ditorial 
InterCOM has always welcomed letters to the editor. Traditionally, U.S. 
journalistic style rightfully permits an editor to reduce lengthy material 
for space reasons. lnterCOM offered Bordelon an opportunity to cut his 
four-page letter. He insisted the letter be used in original form or he 
would write another pleading editorial bias. Therefore, the JnterCOM 
hereby prints his entire response. -Ed. 

Reproach by Lori L. Hall 

"Campus governance is already turning from a tone of cooperation and 
mutual tolerance to one of competition and mistrust," stated a recent 
Carnegie Council's final report in Chronicle of Higher Education. 

No longer is this merely a prophetic stateme·nt at COM. 

A discussion draft presented by the Long-Range Planning Committee 
suggests rising inflation and limited energy supplies will force COM to set 
future priorities in the areas of programs and services. 

The primary goals of institutions of higher learning are academic free
dom, intellectual evolvement, and future careers of both students and 
faculty. Obviously, the suggested cutting of services or programs opens a 

Pandora's box of fears. 
Faculty and staff members are already defensively minimizing commu

nication, through dosed vehicles of communication. Communication norms 
have reversed; more reproach occurs than approach. Memo-wars, meetings 
about people(rather than with them), a lack of honest confrontation have 
replaced "the good old days" of unity and openness. 

As secondary schools. enter the 1980s, budget tightening will test unstable 
institutions. If all segments of the COM community work to open lines of 
communication, fears resulting in mistrust and competition may disappear. 
Results of open communication would permit input from all segments at 
COM to help decide which services and programs should continue. Further
more, political maneuvering would not as likely be suspected. 

A Democracy? by Betty Williams 

COM students have little to say about changes in policies and rules 
?f the educa~ional environment at COM. The average age of COM students 
is _28, acc~rd'.ng to Donna Anderson, Research Assistant. COM students 
still have l~mlted participation in changes taking place at the college. 

Accordmg to COM PresideJ1t.Dr. Fr d Tay lo pre.;:regi.s.tnltion · ~ 
dropp~d.' as announced in an OCS news release February 11th. 

Tl11S is only one change to take place beginning this summer, according 
to the news release. 

This decision was yet another reached by COM's administration "behind 

closed doors." 

COM's administrators consistently presume on certain rights of COM 
stud~~ts. In th_e past, COM students have been described by some 
admm1stra tors 111 taped interviews as having little or no intelligence. 

C_OM students deserve an equal say in the decision - and policy. 
makmg meetings within COM. 

U.S. citizens must "protect and serve" our country. Yet we seem to 
hav~ no right to speak out against certain new COM policies; we have no 
say m the way our school is run. 

Are budget solutions decided upon by administration feasible? Will 
~hey have an adverse consequence later? The COM community's input 
1s necessary. Who decided adminstration knows best? 

One of COM's big selling points is its convenience. To deprive Galveston 
County_ of COM's convenient schedule may reduce attendance. The overall 
convemence of the majority of students and faculty has been overlooked 

C~nservation must begin somewhere. Cutting expenditures would · 
certainly be a move in the right direction. 

Consultants cost a considerable amount of money. There are other 
alternatives. Why are we spending thousands of dollars on consultants 

when the CO~ ?udget is purported to be in deficit? People attending 
COM_ h_ave op1~ons about how to cut expenditures. Surely they would 
be w1llmg to wnte down suggestions and leave them at the Information 
Desk m the Administration Building. 

This is a "~e~ocratic" school, according to the COM Prospectus 
(a pamphlet g1vmg the original guidelines for hiring, firing, and maintaining 
of tl~e ~taff members). It is currently under examination by a committee 
cons1stmg of James Simpson, Board of Trustees Chairman; Robert Green 
M_,D., ~OT ~ecre'.ary; Bill Flaniken, BOT President; Ann Miller, Referen;e 
Ltbranan; Bill Sp1llar, Adult Basic Education Director Paul Willia 
b' I · B , mson, 

10 ogy mstructor; ob Hodgins, business instructor. 
Also present at the meetings will be Taylor; Dr. Donald Mortvedt 

Dean of Instruction and Student Development; and Dr. Fern Ramire,z, 
Dean of College and Financial Services. 

They are meeting because administrators say the Prospectus needs to 
?e changed. Some faculty and staff says it doesn't. No students are 
mvolved. 

Are students merely to conform to the administration's rules w'th . , I 

no o~portu~1ty to offer ideas? The easy way is not always the one without 
conflict.. Life can be a participatory experience, a challenge, or blind 
conformity. Students should demand a chance for democracy. 

Letters to the Editor 
Dear Editor: 

Since there was no request for information about the Mathematics 
Learning Center, ancj no mathematics instructor was interviewed by Phyllis 
Kostka prior to her editorial in the InterCOM February 1980, I think in 
the interest of "fair play" for all those students who have successfully 
completed the program and for the instructors who have spent countless 
hours working in the program a reply to the editorial is necessary. I 
will try to respond to each of the ideas expressed in the editorial. 

"Math instruction at C .0 .M. is little more than a glorified correspondence 
course." Not all mathematics courses taught at COM are taught via the 
Mathematics Learning Center, only the remedial courses. The college level 
courses -- Introduction to Probability and Statistics, Finite Mathematics, 
Analysis, Calculus I, IT, and Ill, Differential Equations, Mathematics for 
Elementary Teachers I and II, and Linear Algebra -- are taught by traditional 
methods. Using the MLC for remedial mathematics means that we are 
able to offer more mathematics to more students, more often, at all hours 
of the week, to students with divergent backgrounds, attitudes, abilities 
and work loads. By definition it is not a correspondence course~ however, 
ifit were, better glorified than unglorified. 

"An average of 30 students are in each math section. These students range 
from Math 130 to Math 135, with a sprinkling of a few from each level in 
every section." Essentially this is true, but the "sprinkling" (distribution) 
of students in the courses is such that Math 130 and 131 meet together and 
Math 132 tluough 135 meet together. In this way there is a more homo
geneous grouping. If we built our schedule so that there was complete 
homogeneity, we would be forced for economic reasons to offer fewer 
sections and thus fail to accomodate as many student's schedules as we can 
now. We must keep in mind that many of the MLC courses are prerequisites 
to other courses and we must make them available to as many students as 
possible every semester. Perhaps this is the wrong approach for our remedial 
program. If anyone has a better approach to scheduling, we are certainly 
interested. We are proud to point out that approximately 530 students use 
the MLC each semester. We believe that is because we have made mathe
matics available to them in the best way possible. 

"Each class period runs 80 minutes. This gives each student approximate
ly 2.6 minutes of the instructor's time -- obviously insufficient time for 
adequate clarification." A half-truth. I answer more specific student 
questions in that 80 minutes than I may answer in 15 hours of a lecture 
class. In the MLC the student and instructor interact on a one-to-one basis. 
The student is active. In a lecture class the student sits passively while the 
· ffll:1 ·s-!leti-ve. i · o 'at"mnd the MLC and see for ttiem- -~~-,-----.:-.... 

selves how much time is devoted to each student. Ms. Kostka would have 
you believe that each student is granted 2.6 minutes of teacher time. TI1is 
is a misguided interpretation of a statistical mean. Some students do not 
require as much attention as others, so time devoted to each student is 
dispersed unevenly. This is a case where understanding the standard devia-
tion is more important than knowledge of the mean. Ms. Kostka is enrol-
led in one of my MLC sections. I can recall asking her if she needed 

__ assistance on at lea~t four occasions. She refused any assistance, so that left 

Continued on page 3 

To the Editor: 
I wish to point out that the Iranian Forum ballot tabulation figures 

published in your February 1980 issue we)'"e somewhat inaccurate, although 
through no fault of your own. 

The initial b?llot count on question No. 5 was, unfortunately, transposed 
when recorded and your office received that initial report. In fact, the 
response to question No. 5 ("If Americans are freed unharmed, do you think 
the U.S. shoulq launch a military attack on Iran?") was Yes - O No - 59 
and Not Sure - 5. ' ' 

We regret you did not receive the correct count. 
Bob Handy 
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Continued from page 2 

at least 10.4 minutes (2.6 x 4) of tim~ I could devote to another student. 
The point is made. 

"This system has-been in operation at COM since its opening in 1967 ." 
False. When we opened in 1967, we offered traditional college freshman 
level courses taught by traditional methods. In the first year of operation 
it was evident that we needed curriculum changes and changes in the methods 
of instruction. There was an interim period from 1968 to 1971 when the 
curriculum reflected more remedial courses and programmed instruction 
was introduced. The current curriculum, audio-tutorial mode of instruction, 
and scheduling ideas were instituted in 1971. 

"Economically, it lessens need for additional faculty (nine instructors 
teach 66 sections of mathematics)." Misleading. An instructor's single 
assignment in the MLC consists of approximately 30 students meeting 3 
times a week for 80 minutes each meeting. For this semester the MLC has 
the equivalent of 18 traditional sections of class. One assignment of a 
MLC section is not different than that of any other section assignment, 
when you consider the number of students, the frequency of meetings, 
and the time interval of each class. 

"The question arises on the matter of attendance. - • - If teaching is not 
mandatory, why should attendance be so?" What, to Ms. Kostka, is teaching? 
Is it the act of standing before a passive group and reading notes? Teaching 
utilizes many techniques, levels of cognition, varied activities, etc. Teaching 
methods used in the MLC are different than those to which most students 
are accustomed, but this does not mean learning is not taking place. 
Causing learning to take place is what teaching is about. It takes more 
preparation and more intense cognition on the p_art of a teacher to pull 
off a MLC class. There are questions to answer from arithmetic to elemen
tary functions, requiring you to shift your thinking constantly. All materials, 
tests, etc. must be done well in advance of the class so that students who 
wish to accelerate can do so. The students' progress must be monitored 
daily since they are moving at different rates. This all adds up to a diverse, 
variable learning environment that is demanding of a teacher. "Teaching is 
not mandatory." That depends on a narrow, shallow definition of teaching. 

Ms. Kostka's editorial questions mandatory attendance. Page 28 of the 
1979-80 college catalog states: 

"Students at College of the Mainland are expected to punctually attend 
every session of all classes for which they are registered. Students are not 
permitted a set number of 'cuts'." 

This attendance policy is a policy of the Board of Trustees who repre
sent the taxpayers of the college district. It is inconceivable that they 
would suppori funding of any class activity that would not require at least 
attendance let alone performance of some skill. If students are encountering 
classes in which attendance is not required, they should bring this to the 
attention of the Dean of Instruction. Attendance is necessary to fulfill 
requirements for various financial assistance programs for students, SER/ 
CETA, BEOG, veteran's benefits, child care programs, etc. If we did not 
require attendance, programs would Jose merit at COM and stand a good 
chance of termination. Who would lose? The students. Since we strength
ened our attendance in the MLC, we can show that students perform better 
and tend to complete their course work on time. Experiments in the past 
showed that allowing students to work at their own pace without attending 
class was disastrous. We concluded that given the opportunity to procras
tinate, most students will. It would be irresponsible then to create an 

atmosphere for putting off until tomorrow what could be done today. If 
Phyllis Kostka has difficulty attending class, perhaps she should take a 
correspondence course. 

When I consider all the hours, work, frustrations, expense, etc. that have 

COM Presents 

Sound of Music 
by Betty Williams 

COM will present The Sound of Music Music had around 400," stated Westin. 
March 20th in COM's Arena Theatre. 

Teresa Christensen wiH play Maria, 
Martin Fleck will play Von Trapp, Kate 
Counsell will play Mother Abbess. All 
have previously performed in COM pro
ductions, according to Jack Westin, 
director of the COM production. 

"Over I SO local people will work on 
the production," said Westin. 

"We look for a large turnout. The 
show sold over 1400 tickets, including 
Guild Members,before the box office 
even opened," said Westin. "Usually 
auditions predict the success of ticket 
sales. The overall reaction to tryouts. 
was fantastic." 

"The Sound of Music set an all-time 
COM audition record. Usually from 10 
to 100 people try out. The Sound of 

"It was tough to choose a cast be
cause so many good performers audi
tioned," said Westin. 

The Sound of Music was originally 
produced in New York in 1959. It was 
written by Richard Rogers, composer, 
and librettist Oscar Hammerstein. The 
pair also wrote "King and I," "South 
Pacific," and "Oklahoma." 

In 1966, Esquire ·critics stated The 
Sound of Music would replace Gone 
With the Wind as the the top film. They 
found it moving and an interesting 
piece of work. 

The Sound of Music has 20 scenes. 
There will be 46 people in the cast, 
and about the same number for tech
nical crews. 

gone into the evolution and building of the MLC, all the students who have 
labored, studied, developed, and persevered in the MLC, I cannot Jet criti
cism go unanswered. In the Fall of 1978, Bill Peace, chairman of the 
Natural Science and ¥a thematics Division, along with the mathematics 
instructors, struggled over whether or not to continue the remedial program 
as it was, with some improvements, or to abandon the whole idea and return 
to the traditional approach. The decision was clear with the evidence avail
able. With all its shortcomings, the advantages so far outweighed the dis
advantages we decided to continue. The greatest obstacle to overcome in 
mathematics education is the student's self-concept of his or her ability 
to do mathematics. In 1971, 1972, and 1974 studies were done to see if 
student attitudes about their ability to do mathematics changed positively 
after taking a course in the MLC. Attitudes did change positively and this 
was one factor that led to the decision to continue the program. 

We believe our program has provided a successful review of high 
school mathematics for the student who can accelerate through the course 
or the student who progresses at a slower rate. Our program has been 

evaluated and scrutinized each semester, probably more so than any other 
program on the campus. Professors from other colleges and universities 
come to our campus to see the MLC in operation and are generally impres
sed by what we have accomplished. We know that there are some students 
we cannot help and some who cannot adapt to the MLC method of instruc
tion, but for now it is the best we have to offer. 

M.G. Bordelon 

Phyllis Kostka replies: 
I regret Mike Bordelon did not comprehend the theme of my editorial, 

"Fair Play. "I said only that students should not have to sit in any class
room when they have completed their daily test, and daily requirements. 
Students completing tests in Bordelon s class are required to sit in the 
classroom for the entire 80 minutes. It matters not whether tests were 
taken, assignments completed, or if the student is ahead in the work. 

One sits there, or one is considered absent. 
Bordelon seems to feel he read an attack on the entire COM Math 

Department. He did not. 
I am glad he agrees with me on the following pomts: 1) economical 

feasibility, 2) broad course availability, 3) attention required. 
However, there are some discrepencies in his letter which require 

clearing up. 
• InterCOM requested information from a secretary in the math depart

ment (whose name will be withheld). Printed data came from that source. 
• It is not necessary to interview for an editorial. As I am currently 

enrolled in.Math 133, I have sufficievt cesoutces J(l_focm an ediJorial 
opinion. 

• That Math 130 through 135 are "remedial" courses is an opinion not 
shared by the COM catalog. If so "College Algebra" should be renamed 
"Remedial College Algebra" and should not be required for degree programs. 

.. Perhaps, as Bordelon states, if" In a lecture class the students sits passfre
ly while the instructor is active . .. "one could logically assume that in 
MLC, the instructor sits passively while the student is active. Whether or 
not a student listening to taped material is active or not is a matter of 
of conjecture. 

• I feel personal attacks have no place in print and will not respond to 
them. 

The next discrepancy arises over the meaning of the word "cut." 
Bordelon has a "cut," and leaving the room after completing the day's 
test and tasks, confused. They are not the same thing. That one is 
required to sit around after test completion is an unreasonable and 
rigid requirement. But it is not a "cut". 

Who's Who at COM 
by Laura Wager 

The Dean's Highest Honors List 
and the Dean's List for the Fall 1979 
semester has been announced by 
Dr. Donald F. Mortvedt, COM Dean 
of Instrucfon and Student Develop
ment. 

The lists designate outstanding 
academic achievement. A student 
must complete 12 semester credit 
hours during one semester with all 
A's to be placed on the Dean's Highest 
Honors List. To qualify for the Dean's 
List, students must complete 12 
semester credit hours during one 
semester with a G .P.A. of 3 .3. 

Listed is the Dean's Highest 
Honors List: Alta Loma: Betty 
Bardwell, Beth Bratton; Arcadia: 
Jackie Grigg, Harvey Haylock, 
Barbara Schulze; Bacliff: Stephen 

Miller, Lloyd Pate; Dickinson: John 
Presley, Linda Buitron, Nanette Faget, 
Karen L. Hornberger, Phyllis Kostka, 
Joyce Lobb, John Ludlow Jr., Mary 
Porter, Vicki Steed, Frederick Werner; 
Galveston: Raymon Freeman Jr., 
Jack Harris, Rachel Martinez, 
Joseph Tramonte Jr.; Hitchcock: 
Irma Chapa, Daniel Levin, Helen H. 
Prather; Houston: Tammy Copple, 
Marty Dial, Katrina D. Packard; 
La Marque: Glenda J. Finlley, Diane 
Garcia, Richard Hill, Armeda Smith; 
League City: Debra Hill; Texas City: 

Michael Couch, Cindy L. Gassner, 
Roma Herbeck, Virgil Powers, Lisa 
·Reazin, Hubert D. Richard, Robe.rt 
Soderblom, R. Kirk Thomasson, 
Stephanie Varner, Carol Verrett, 
Kathy S. Wood; Webster: Verlinda 
Gwynn. 



Page 4 

U) 
0) 

•-

0 
(_ 

Q_ 
Laura Gordy 

lnterCOM 

Communication Lab 
"Students should take full advantage 

of the writing lab as well as writing 
courses," says Linda Bell, COM Writing 
Lab manager. "The communications 
lab is an effective way to develop and 
improve students' basic writing skills. 

"The major objective is to promote 
communications, instead of di.ssifying 
these courses as remedial. They should 
be used as a reference tool for self. 
improvement," said Bell. 

Born in Orange, Bell was raised in 
Texas City and is a graduate of TCHS. 
She has resided in Alta Loma for 13 ~ 

C 

years. -g .., 
Formerly a COM student, she is ] 

currently a graduate student at UH ~ 

March 1980 

------ - -- by De Wane Ga"ett 

Laura Gordy ------------ by Lori L. Hall Main Campus, majoring in elementary ~ 

COM piano instructor Laura Gordy 
will perform works by Brahms, 
Hindemith, and Francoeur in a duo 
recital with Houston Symphony 
Cellist Sam Magill Wednesday, March 
19 at 12 :30 in the Fine Arts Gallery. 

Gordy recently completed her 
masters in piano performance at 
Rice University Shepherd School 
of Music. She previously received 
her Bachelor of Music from Uni
versity of Cincinnati in 1976. 

"While I've been trying to reach 
the goals necessary for getting 
degrees, time hasn't allowed for 
reflection and serious study of 
the real refinements in piano •· the 
difference in a good pianist and an 
artistic performer. 

"I am looking forward to some 
time to learn repertoire . I would like 
to learn a lot of standard solo and 
ensemble repertoir_e, and do some 
rethinking about piano technique 
and playing," says Gordy. 

Laura began piano lessons at 
the age of seven. 

"l went through what many 
people do when they take lessons 
as a child -· didn't particularly take 
it seriously. l always really loved 
music. I don't think I focused on 
piano as n.::,, means of expression 
until I was 13. Then, it was due to 
the influence of a teacher." 

Generally, Laura enjoys music by 
Bach, Beethoven, and Brahms. But 
her favorite piano work is usually 
"the one I'm working on at the 
moment. I can't afford it to be any 

Emmeline Dodd 
"I was a pre-med major in college 

until I chose marriage insteaa. I 
must have always known I really 
wanted to teach," says Emmeline 
Dodd, COM biology instructor. 

Biology is her "first love." She 
spent two years doing biological 
research at NASA . 

"I spent most of my time 
sprinkling moondust on inverte
brate animals to see their reactions," 
says Dodd. She admits after awhile 

"it became boring, since there were 
no significant reactions to be studied." 

Dodd finds teaching far from boring. 
This is her eighth year at COM . She 
has also taught in Pasadena and 
Deer Park Independent School Dis
tricts, and San Jacinto Junior College. 

She received her BA and MA 
from Stephen F. Austin in 1961 and 
1965. In May, she will receive her 

other way. If I'm less than absorbed, 
it just doesn't come out right." 

Laura stays "absorbed" because 
she frequently does free-lance accom
panying. This requires practicing 
an average of 3 to 4 hours daily. 

"When I'm under the gun," says 
Gordy, "(practicing) can reach 
ridiculous proportions." 

When asked about the direction 
of today's music, Gordy responded, 
"(Contemporary music) has been en
riched by the influence of jazz, elec-

tronic music and multi-media. The 
contemporary style combines ele
ments of theater with more tradi
tional music ideas. It's fun to per
form. Where it's going, I don't 
know. 

"During the 1960s, there was a 
trend to make music very cerebral. 

Chance music all__oweg__aJmost aJ1Y• 
thing to happen , and let the per
former have a great deal of input. 

"In the 1970s, composers began 
to integrate less-structured things 
into music, making a direct emo
tional appeal. They returned to 
the idea .. the audience must not 
go away without being moved in 
some way." 

After teaching both piano and 
music appreciation at COM, Gordy 
states, "I really respect my col
leagues. I enjoy working for · 
Larry Stanley very much. They 
are an exceptionally fine collec
tion of artists and musicians. I 
find that very stimulating." 

education and reading . She has obtained ] 
a business certificate from Durham r:.. 

Business School. 
Before joining the staff at COM, Bell 

was assistant administrator to the vice
president of a marketing firm, and taught 
at Santa Fe High School for five years. 

Linda Bell 

Married, she has a son Jason, 12. Her 
husband Tom is a professional cowboy 
who trains horses for rodeo performances. 

Her hobbies include traveling, 
horseback riding, and following rodeos. 

. Kene Arnold - - --'-- -------- by D.J. Falco 

"Music is more mental t]:ian phys
ical," says Kene Arnold, COM vocal 
coach and accompanist for COM 
Singers. 

"I learned the value of that state
ment when doing (Jesus Christ) Super
Star." 

Arnold, a baritone, gave an out
standing performance as Judas (a 
tenor role) in COM's 1979 production 
of Jesus Christ Superstar. Previously 
he had not done any serious singing 
in three years. He worked extensively 
to get hi Yoiee-into .s.Jlalpe,.roJ:.the 
role. 

In Godspell, a 1976 COM produc
tion, Arnold portrayed Jesus Christ. 
Unsure of how he would be received 
as a black Christ, Arnold revealed, 
"It was one of the very few times I 
can recall being (racially) color-con• 
scious." He still wears the gold star 
of David given to him by the Galves
ton Area Jewish Council. 

Arnold is a Gemini •· the sign of 
Twins, best noted for dual personality 
traits. He explains, "I enjoyed the 
challenge of playing both good and 
bad guys. It was a challenge to make 
the bad guy a good guy. Actually, 
Judas was more frustrated than bad." 

Arnold, who has studied piano 

since age four, is vocal coach and 
accompanist at Bail High School in 
Galveston. He also ·directs three 
church choirs (children, teenagers, 
and adults) at Barbour's Chapel in 
Texas City, and organized the chil
dren's and teenager's choir. 

Three days a week, he is on the 
highway at lunchtime, driving from 
The Island to The Mainland for choir 
practice at COM, and back to Galves
ton . It's not unusual for him to leave 
the house at 7:30 AM and get home at 
11 :30 or 12 PM. "Being that busy 
is what keeps me in shape musically." 

Even with that schedule, he still 
finds time to write music . He is 
presently working on vocal pieces 
for COM Singers to perform on their 
May cultural exchange trip to Mexico. 
He will present them to Larry Stanley, 
COM Chairman, Department of Hu
manities and Fine Arts, and Director 
of the Singers, ". . . if they turn out 
to be decent pieces of music." 

Arnold was well-disciplined as a 
youngster. It was not unusual for 
him to get up at 5 AM for quiet 
piano practice before school. He 
realizes, however, each student is an 
individual, and focuses on tailoring 

Continued on. page 7 

------------ ----- -------- by Becky Freeman 

masters in accounting from UH/ 
CLC. 

When asked why a biology instruc
tor decides to take accounting Dodd 
replies, "I find it fun and relaxing." 

Since Dodd also has graduate 
minors in English and psychology, 
her students learn correct spelling of 
scientific terms, as well as their defi
nitions. 

Like English and history, biology 
is a required course for almost any 
major. Dodd feels it is a challenge 
to teach biology to business, math, 
music, and art majors. 

"This might very well be their 
last chance to hear about plants, ani
mals, or the way their own bodies 
work. They may never come in 
contact with a course like this again . 
That's why I feel biology is a very 
important course for any major," 

says Dodd. 
Her hobbies include camping 

with husband Bob, who teaches 
economics and business law at COM. 
Both are looking forward to camping 
in Montana• and Canada this summer. 

When not teaching, attending 
classes, or "getting back to nature," 
Dodd is probably doing another of 
her favorite things •· growing brome
liads. She is an active member in the 
Bromeliad Society in Houston. 

Whether it's in or out of the class
room, Dodd gets "excited about 
living things." 

Although some will leave her 
biology class at the end ofspring 
semester never again to hear about 
photosynthesis, mitosis, or DNA, 
she hopes many will carry away 
general knowledge and under
standing of biology and life. Emmeline Dodd 
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Sandra Devall 

Sandra Devall 

"I've learned to be satisfied with 
what I can accomplish. This is 
how I got into list-making. I now 
write down what I'd like to do, then 
figure out what I can do. Then I 
promptly lose the list," says Sandra 
Devall, COM graphic arts instructor. 

There are not enough hours in a day 
to teach all I have learned about gra
phic arts, and that's frustrating," 
she says. 

Devall is at the point in her life 
where "you become aware there are 
more good things in life than there 
is time to do them" 

She feels 1980 is a perfect time 
to reflect on her 10 years in teaching, 

James Templ·er 
"I'd love to see COM become an 

~ -
area fine arts center. That's one of my 
dreams," states James Templer, COM 
art instructor . 

Templer, born October 6, 1945, 
grew up in Uvalde where "there was no 
art education and art was thought of as 
an avocation. At that time the most ac
ceptable form of professional art was 
commercial art," he adds. 

"When I graduated from Uvalde 
High School in 1964, the only expo
sure I'd had to art was through Life 
magazine. In spite of having no formal 
art background, entering college as a 
pre-dental major, and spending three 
years in the army, I somehow managed 
to make art my career. 

"All painting is abstract. I'm sure 

Larry Stanley 
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by Marguerite Brown 

and 10 years in industry. 
"I changed my career from indus

try to teaching. So I feel younger, 
in philosophy," she says. "I am 
more comfortable with myself. It 
was sometimes frustrating how 
industry handled paperwork. The 
main thought now is the student 
cycle, trying something new. My 
first year of being a teacher got me 
interested.in COM student's heri
tage. This led to creation of Fire
wheel magazine. 

"I've enjoyed growing old with 
other COM teachers. During regis
tration, we compare notes. It's nice 
to have people who have stayed 
around awhile, to associate with 
them year after year, learn techniques. 

"My hobby was learning to be a 
country girl. Born in Houston, I 
progressed from there to Dickinson -
which is no longer the country. So I 
went one step further." Devall went 
to San Marcos and learned how to 
butcher and dress hogs. "We went 
through the process of killing, hang
ing, dressing, making our own sausage 
casing, smoking bacon, curing hams. 
This is backbreaking, but very reward
ing work." 

Her future plans include more 
night classes, and she is currently 
taking Spanish. 

"I tell students to slow down, so 
they can get more done. But I have 
trouble slowing down," she says 
with a smile. 

-------- by Beverly Stephens 

_you can fine artists who disagree with 
me on that. All painting isjuilgeoon -
the same basic standards: color, form, 
texture, spatial effects, and aesthetic 
arrangement of formal elements. 
· "Abstract means 'removed from the 

whole' and is a term that fits all aspects 
of art. Even if you have a model for a 
painting; it will not look exactly the 
same as the model. It's the same way 
with a photograph--it just can't capture 
the whole. 

"I choose not to put all informa-· 
tion in my paintings. Basically, I use 
shapes, colors, and textures. I'm be
beginning to get more cognitive--sfart
ing to use more visual information in 
my own work," he says. 

Continued on page 7 

Larry Stanley 
"I like the idea COM students are 

thought of as colleagues rather than 
underlings. Education should not be 
an indoctrinating process. Everyone 
should be a learner," says Larry Stan
ley, COM Chairman Department of 
Humanities and Fine Arts . 

Stanley was first attracted to COM 
by the pJ;iilosophical base spelled out 
in the college Prospectus. He feels 
now, however, "COM isn't very healthy 
as a total institution.'.' As Chairman of 
the All-College Council (a new elected 
body to give faculty, students, and 
staff greater impact on the decision
making process), Stanley has strong 
ideas about how educational systems 
function best. 

The COM Prospectus states the 
relationship between administration 

Dr. Zelda Rick 

1] 
J q, 
-• 

m en .. 
Rick Promotes Change --- by Jay Tipton 

"It's so varied, it's never the same While working on her Ph.D, she 
two days running. I can create as I researched "assessment of competen-
go along," says Dr . Zelda Rick, COM cies needed by superintendents in 
Director of Community Resource small school districts, who also serve 
Development. as directors of vocational education." 

Her job, Rick explained, "keeps She received her doctorate and 
evolving." The community resource masters in Education Administration 
program offers a wide range of from Texas A & M, and her BA in 
courses and activities at a nominal liberal arts from Rice University. 
cost to area residents. Rick, who lives in Houston, is a 

Dr. Rick handles three major cate- member of the Community Action 
gories of work . She is in charge of Council of Galveston County; Adults, 
COM's general adult continuing- Latin and American Services; Santa Fe 
education classes, held on and off Vocational Education Advisory 
the campus. She also works with Commission; Houston Commission 
local towns to help develop commu- for the Humanities; Galveston · 
nity councils. County Social Services Directors; 

Dr. Rick considers her most im- and Hitchcock Community Council. 
portant and time-consuming func- She is also a member of the National 
tion to be "the development of new Community Education Association; 
approaches to adult education. Texas Community Education Associa-

"I am trying to find new ways tion; Texas Association for Continuing · 
to offer COM's educational services, Education; American Vocational 
and d.lli.Irnine wh~ oth~......,s,._w=-:=-~-..:..Association, and Texas Vocational 
can fill," she says. Assoc1ffion. e 1s a life membi:r_o_,_--

Her on-campus associate is secre- the Victoria League of Women Voters. 
tary Lochie Fowler. Community 
Education Coordinator Doris Branch 
(Dickinson), Community Education 
Director Claude McElvain (Hitchcock), 
and Director of Vocational Education 
Joyce Hagerman (Santa Fe), comprise 
the rest of Rick's staff. 

Dr. PJck is a member of COM's 
All-College Council_, and the Mar,keting 
Committee, which determines educa
tional needs of the area and how to 

meet them. 
Dr. Rick joined COM in August 1976. 

Prior to that she was Adult Education 
Director for the Victoria School Dis
trict. 

and faculty is a colleague relationship . 
"The (proper) role of the admini

strator is really more of a servant. 
What the a:dministrator ought to be 
doing is freeing the resources (in order 
to make) the learning situation happen 
the best way possible," he says. 

Stanley came-to COM in 1970, as 
music instructor. He was the first 
faculty member to develop a vocal 
music program. Four years later, 
he was made Director of Fine Arts . . 

He had taught music three years at 
Wharton County Junior College, and 
two years at Howard County Junior 
College in Big Spring, Texas. 
· He has a Bachelor of Music Degree 
from Baylor University (1961) and a 
Master of Arts Degree from Sam Hous
ton State University (I 964). 

Regarding the COM Fine Arts facul-

by D. J. Falco 

ty, Stanley said, "I believe we have one 
of the most talented groups of people 
on the faculty." His biggest problem is 
"making their talents well-known in the 
community, so more people ran take 
advantage of the opportunities that 
exist." Upcoming plans include keeping 
in contact with high school personnel, 
increasing publicity, and getting COM 
performing groups more exposure. 

Stanley, also Director of COM Sing
ers, will accompany the choral group 
on a cultural exchange trip (sponsored 
by Office of International Affairs and 
Gulf Coast Council on Foreign Affairs). 

COM Singers, Stage Band, and Amigos 
Club go to Mexico in May. He has 
planned several fund-raising projects 
to finance the trip, such as singing 
telegrams, concerts, a flea market, 
and theatre concession. 
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Prospedus C/ W Workshop Round and Round the Garden 
by Phyllis Kostka 

Concensus was reached to make no 
substantive changes in COM's Pros
pectus at a February 28 meeting of 
the Review Committee. 

The committee , consisting of 
faculty and staff members Ann Miller, 
Bill Spillar , Paul Williams, and board 
members James P. Simpson , Robert 
P. Green, M.D., and Bill W. Flaniken, 
was formed to review the Prospectus 
and consider possible revisions. 

The committee researched the sub
ject, and collected faculty and staff 
input. 

"Staff and faculty who have dis
cussed potential revision of the Pros
pectus . .. have been unanimous in 
their feelipg that the philosophy, 
missions and relationships set forth 
in the document remain as they are 
written," stated a report submitted 
to the committee by Ann Mill er, 
Reference Librarian. 

Dr. Robert P. Green suggested 
the wording of the Prospectus be 
changed to reflect present, rather 
than past tense,and attention be 
given to correct grammar, syntax 
and punctuation. 

The committee concurred on the 
matter of grammar, but stated the 
document was flexible and subject 
to interpretation for the present 
and the future. 

James P. Simpson appointed 
Dr. Robert Green, M.D., and Dr. 
Fern Ramirez, Uean, Financial and 
College Services, to have two 
English instructors to grammati
cally correct the Prospectus. The 
corrected document will be pre
sented to commitl.ee members for 
reaffirmation at the March 28 
meeting. 

BELIEVE IT OR NOT! Police in Leh-
anon have asked camel herders to use 
fluorescent paint on their camels' 
humps in order to reduce the number 
of car versus camel accidents at night. 

by Joe Medina 

COM held a country/western dance 
workshop Friday, February 22, from 
8-9:30 PM. 

Eileen Bauerlein, president of the 
dance workshop and a teacher at San 
Jacinto College, taught lessons to some 
35 couples. 

LaMarque's Lester Ingram, president 
of the 1979 workshop, and wife Doro
thy attended, as well as 70 other Gal
veston County and area citizens. 

Beginners classes are held at COM, 
McAdams' Junior High in Dickinson, 
Texas City's Nessler Center, and 
League City's Civic Center. 

A few dances taught were the two
step , "Cotton-Eyed Joe", eight-step 
polka , and "Ten Pretty Girls". 

Another workshop is to be held 
April 11, 7:30 to 9:30 PM. Cost is 
$2 per person. 

For more information, contact 
Mary Ann Urick or Becky King at 
ext. 417 or 420. 

Webb Society 
Convention 

by Mary 0. Brown 

Texas History students and Fire
wheel staff attended a convention 
March 6, 7, and 8 in Austin. 

Accompanied by sponsor Alex 
Pratt, COM history instructor, the 
group visited historical sights. 

COM's Firewhell magazine staff 
presented a slide presentation at the 
convention, showing the class 
laying out the fall 1979 magazine. 

The 1980 annual convention was 
the associations 84th year: There 
were 22 sessions of Texas History. 
Luncheon speakers were Ben E: 
Pingenot, First Vice President and 
Marilyn M. Sibley, Second Vice
President. A presidential address 
was given by Ben H. Procter, Presi-
dent. 

COM's Firewheel offices are 
Editor David Schafer, and Assistant 
Editors Betty Monych, Marguerite 
Brown, and Mary Brown . 

The Webb Society is a heritage 
organization. 

Tech-Voe Awards Luncheon 
by Marguerite Brown 

Joe Rubio , Associate Dean of 
COM's Technical-Vocational Programs, 
was Chairman of COM's Technical/ 
Vocational Annual Advisory Awards 
Luncheon, held to honor members of 
the local community who have contri
buted to technical-vocational education. 

. A. R. (Babe) Schwartz, Galveston 
County State Senator, was guest speak
er at the Awards luncheon, held at 
COM's College Center. Award nom
inees were selected by COM directors, 
faculty, chairpersons, and associate 
dean for their outstanding performance 
in technical-vocational. 

"We are indeed grateful to dedicated 
men and women who have made solid 
contributions to the enhancement of 
technical-vocational education in our 
state," said Rubio. 

W. A. Grusey, director of post
secondary programs for Texas Educa
tion Agency, presented the awards to 
David M. Bateman, manager, Southern 
Comfort Company; Richard J . Daigle, 

president, Galveston County Chapter, 
American Institute of Banking; David 
I.. Floyd, training directo~, Galveston 
Electrical JATC (Joint Apprenticeship 
Training Council). . 

Also honored were Parker Floyd, 
supervisor, U of H Print shop; Charlie 
L. Gordy, Gordy & Gordy Real Estate; 
Loretta Hulsey, systems analyst, Texas 
City Refining; Lowell P. Kyle, Coordin
ator of College Programs; Frances V. 
McMillian, Director of Nursing, Me
morial Hospital, Galveston County; 
Robert H. Roy, training director, 
Fluor; Richard V. Sander, Narcotics 
Division, Houston Police Department: 
Ebert N. Steele, management develop-
ment supervisor, Monsanto Company. 

Others receiving awards were Jo 
Ann White, director, Child Develop
ment Program, UH/CLC; Raymond 
Worrell, director, Employee Rela
tions , Union Carbide Corporation; 
Barbara D. Young, assistant director, 
Nursing, Memorial Hospital of Gal
veston County . 

by Beverly Stephens 
COM's Community Theatre continued its season with the production 

of Alan Ayckbourn's Round and Round the Garden. 
COM's production of R & RG was generally impressive, but at times 

just plain boring. 
R & RG, the third part of Ayckbourn's The Norman Conquests ; was 

presented in co-operation with UH/CLC and Clear Creek Country Theatre. 
UH/CLC presented Table Manners, and CCCT presented Living Together. 

The three plays form the intricate parts of a puzzle, revealing different 
views of the same story. 

The COM cast never quite got into character during the performance. 
Adam Hester was a "cute" Norman. It was easy to believe Hester was 
portraying Norman ; it was difficult to believe Hester was Norman. 

Donna Hester 's Annie was boring (and she appeared bored throughout 
the performance) . Hester gave the impression she would have liked to 
have been home watching the Olympics instead of being on-stage. 

R.J. Maxwell 's portrayal of Tom , an insufferable bore, was the best 
part of the production. Maxwell's Tom was naive , formal, and funny . 

Lindy Pierson (Ruth) was almost believable, yet Pierson was another 
of the cast who appeared bored with her scenery. 

Bryan Meyers and Andrea Miller stole the show as Sarah and Reg. 
Meyers seemed to enjoy himself and was a definite plus to the show. 
Miller's Sarah was very reminiscent of her Lucy (from COM's 1978 
You're a Good Man Charlie Brown) -- crabby at best. Miller gave the 
impression she had been brought in at the last minute. Her performance 
was not up to those COM audiences are prepared to see from her . 

John Fronczak designed the scenery. It could best be described 
as simple (very simple -- perhaps too simple). The Pepto-Bismol pink 
and grass green were nauseating. 

Jack Westin was lighting designer. Lighting is usually one of the 
strongest points in any COM production, but the lighting was simple 
and somewhat insulting. The lights were set and then left until the 
end of each scene . 

Director Reggie Schwander tried to make use of some very funny 
Ayckbourn lines. Unfortunately the audience laughs did not come when 
the actors expected. The actors weren't prepared for laughter, and this 
cost the show some lines. 

Schwander had the cast using British accents, to reinforce the 

English setting and bring the original tone to the work. That would have 
been fine, except no two actors had the same type of accent. The 
accents ranged from very British, to almost Scarsdale, to a Texas twang. 
If the accents had to be used, they should have been consistent. 

The biggest drawbaek to COM' R&RG was having the play offered 
by PBS this past fall. 

During the intermission, audience members talked about the PBS pro
duction and the fact that it was perfect. 

No theatre , even one claiming to be "the biggest li'l theatre in Texas" 
should force a group of amateur actors into competing with the memory 
of a PBS production. 

Attention: Handicapped Students 

Elevators are available for your use looking Lake Eckert. Access by key. 
at the following locations: College Center: Located between the 
LRC: First floor -- in LRC work- front entrance doors. Access by button. 
room area. Top floor--Northeast If there are any questions, please con-
entrance, next to stairway over- tact Dr. Fern Ramirez, ext. 262. 

--.,;J#. 

A.R. "Babe" Schwartz 

ENERGY 
cont. from page 1 

icy. Ten-hour working days, with 
Fridays off, was one option, said 
Thomas. 

Other areas investigated by the 
committee included solar energy, 
changing present heating and cooling 
facilities, and implementing a com
puterized management system, said 
Thomas. 

"A complete energy audit will be 
conducted soon by an architectural 
and engineering firm to make recom
mendations affordable to the college 
concerning energy-reducing consump
tion," said Taylor. 

"What to change, what the changes 
will cost, and how many years it will 
take to receive pay back on the cost of 
the changes, will be included in the 
report from the firm," said Thomas. 

"The firm will be making its pre
sentation to the Board of Trustees 
in two months." 

Taylor said the Board of Trustees 
has authorized $20 - 25,000 as 
payment tor the firm's services. 
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AC( Constitution 
by Phyllis Kostka 

COM Board of Trustees unani
mously accepted the All{::o!lege 
Council constitution in its February 
28 meeting. 

The constitution was drawn up by 
Constitution Committee members 
Dr. Bob Johnson, Director, Admis
sions/Registrar; Larry Stanley, Chair
man of the Division of Arts and Hu
manities; Dr. Zelda Rick, Director, 
Community Resource Development; 
and Lori Hall, student representative. 

The first draft was amended by 
All-College Council members January 
23. A second draft was amended by 
council membership on January 30. 

The third draft was debated openly 
February 8 in an open-forum meeting 
of staff, faculty, employees and stu
dents. The mood of those present 
proved favorable for the document. 
No major segment was voted to be 
changed. 

The constituion was ratified by 
92% of the faculty, staff, and students 
voting in a campus-wide election 
February 14. 

Awards 
Banquet 

A Success 
by Dewane Garrett 

The first black student, faculty, 
and staff Awards Banquet was held 
--Feb.-2, t,he ~f.,,._ __ 

celebrating Black Awareness Month. 
The Banquet was sponsored by the 
Ebony Cultural Organization, and 
the Associated Women Students. 

Alex Pratt, COM history instruc
tor, opened the ceremonies saying, 
"We are here today to honor the 
achievements of black Americans 
from both a national and local 
perspective." 

A review of Black History was 
presented by COM student Sandra 
James. Dr. Martin Luther King's 
speech ''I have a dream" was spoken 
by Rev. Calvin Arnold, COM student, 
who received a standing ovation from 
the audience. 

Dr. Warren Dodson, Director of 
Student Activities, stated, "This was 
the first time COM has participated 
in such an event. All the planning 
and arranging was hard work by 
Tillie Green, COM librarian, and 
members of the Black Observance 
Committee." 

Awards were presented by Glenda 
Gillis, President of the Associated 
Women Students, and Vivian Hayes, 
President of the Ebony Cultural 
.Organization. 

Students who received awards 
for high academic standards were: 
Jacqueline Bogan, Valencia Lane, 
Adrian Porter, Howard Bell, Eunice 
Frazier, Claraden Campbell, Angela 
Murray, Angela Collins, Victory 
Earls, and Willie Rodgers. 

Present at the ceremony were 
COM President Dr. Fred Taylor, 
Dr. Donald Mortvedt, Dean of Instruc
tion and Student Life, and George 
Miller, Assistant to the president for 
Planning and Development. More 
than 100 guests attended the cere
mony. 
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Early Exposure 
by Beverly Stephens 

The COM Community Theatre production of Pinocchio was a refreshing 
and unique view of children's theatre. 

COM's production was in the style of sixteenth century commedia 
dell' arte. 

Commedia dell' arte, combined music, dance, and acrobatics with elabo
rate scenery and stage effects. The play's stock characters included 
Harlequin, a clown; Columbine a lively young girl; and Pedrolino, an 
honest and outspoken servant. 

Commedia dell' arte often involves a group of actors producing a play 
within a play, as is the case with Pinocchio. 

Arlecchino (Harlequin), the leader of the commedia, organizes the group 
as the story is told. Other actors portray characters needed to finish 
telling the story. 

While the production style was unique and interesting, the acting was not 
comparable. Of the 15 actors on stage only nine were ever recognized by 
character name. The rest of the cast just filled the space. 

The only negative aspect of the entire performance was the difficulty 
in hearing principle characters. Many lines were lost because Pinocchio 
(Victor Carsrud), Arlecchino (Henry J. Silva), and Geppetto (Larry Davis) 
could not be heard throughout most of the performance. 

Tim Davis literally stole the show as Pedrolino (who played the fool 
in Pinocchio). Davis was fresh and gave life to Pedrolino. 

Peggy Lei Mueller and Danny Ryan as the Cricket and the Puppetmaster 
were outstanding. 

Mary Kae Newbrough (Columbina) exhibited a beautiful singing voice 
and a personality comparable only to that of the good witch from The 
Wizard of Oz. 

Sylvia Rucker and Michelle Robinson (the Fox and the Cat) were the 
exceptions. While a part of the cast could not be heard, Rucker and 
Robinson were at times too loud for comfort. 

The remaining cast members portrayed "Fools" and "Zanies" 
according to commedia standards. "Zanies" were Marilyn Collier, 
Julie Davis, Christine Gamble, and Laurie Heer. Kevin Heer, and 
Jonathan Yancey portrayed "Fools". 

The bright-colored costumes were typical of the commedia. The clown
white and glitter make-up was unique and worked well with the lighting. 
The ligl1ting was basic, but the storm effects were exciting. 

ARNOLD 
Continued from page 4 
instruction to motivate each one 
differently. 

Page 7 

Arnold, a 1964 Texas City High 
School graduate, is single and lives 
in Texas City with his mother, who 
is his "second toughest critic" -
surpassed only by himself. He 
studied at Westminister Choir College 
in Princeton, New Jersey, U of H 
(Main Campus), and Prairie View 
A & M College. He attended music 
workshops at University of New 
Mexico in Albuquerque, for two 
summers. 

Although he enjoys teaching, 
Arnold hopes to get into performing. 
He wants to write more music, learn 
to play guitar, and expand his know
ledge of music. 

"We never learn everything there is 
to know. Life is a learning experience. 
From day to day, we are living and 
learning. In the process, we're doing. 
What's the point of learning, of gain
ing experience, without actually 
using it? You can build a house one 
way, then stand back and find ways 
to improve it." 

TEMPLER 
Continued from page 5 

Since Templer's arrival at COM in 
1976, the art program has "grown 
quite a bit. We now have a variety of 
classes, and more students--both serious 
students and those who study art for 
the fun of it. 

"Some students may consider me a 
'hard' instructor because I push pro
fessionalism. I take art seriously--it's 

Friendswood High School instructor Bennie Nipper directed the 
production. Crew members were Kathy Huff (assistant director) , 
Cfiris1nraflk1!r {teciimcaJ director), La~nager), 
Karen Carsrud (music), Wanda Yancey (costumes), Ruth Acre (lighting), 
and Geneva Davis (props). 

.,._,,, _ _,,,,::--r-n-y...,life. Art i 'a part ofeveryonc's 

It's a shame COM's adult audiences can't be exposed to commedia 
dell' arte. 

TSEA Helps Students 
by Becky Freeman 

"COM's Texas Student Education 
Association (TSEA) was organized 
by student request," says Develop
mental Studies Instructor Janith 
Stephenson, TSEA sponsor. 

"TSEA's mission is to provide 
students with experience, through 
contacts with persons in various 
fields of education. This will help 
them decide if the profession is for 
them," says Stephenson. 

Members of TSEA chapter re
ceive benefits from Texas State 
Teachers Association (TST A) and 
National Education Association 
(NEA). Employment assistance is 
available. TST A operates a teacher 
registration service which provides 
weekly listings of vacancies in Texas. 
It also sends credentials to pros
pective employers, a service free to 
TST A members. 

TSEA also provides professional 
benefits. Members attend work
shops and conferences on local, 
state, and national levels. These 
focus on such topics as teacher 
rights, human relations, and inter
view skills. 

"Our sister chapter at UH/CLC 
has been very supportive. COM's 
TSEA members meet professors 
and students there and may attend 
UH/CLC chapter meetings," say~ 
Stephenson. 

TSEA members receive, free of 

charge, Texas Outlook, Today's 
Education, Student Impact, The NEA 
Reporter, and The Accent. 

TSEA student-teachers are covered 
by a $250,000 liability insurance 
policy. They are protected against 
liability claims filed as result of class
room accidents. A $2,000 life insur
ance policy also covers members. 

TST A/NEA membership cards 
allow discounts on purchases at 
selected Texas Stores. Participating 
are Zales Jewelry, Rexall Drugs, 
Ramada Inn, Hilton Hotels, Six 
Flags Over Texas, and Astroworld . 

TST A also features low-cost tra
vel programs to Europe, Japan, the 
Caribbean, Mexico, Hawaii, and 
Colorado. 

"I am an advisor • facilitator for 
~tudents. They decide what they 
want to do, whether visiting a local 
kindergarten, or attending an educa-
tion class at UH/CLC," says Stephenson. 

Future TSEA outings will include 
working at the Houston Livestock 
Show.and Rodeo. This project raises 
money for activities. Members will 
also attend a March state convention 
in Dallas. 

COM's TSEA group meets the 
second Saturday of every month from 
10:30 AM to 11 :30 AM in Room 203A 
in the College Center. 

Anyone with questions may contact 
Janith Stephenson at Ext. 469. 

life whether they realize it or not. I 
expect my students to take art seri
ously--whether it's a vocation or an 
avocational goal," Templer adds. 

Templer feels the visting artist pro
gram at COM can bring the college's 
art program recognition on the state 
level. 

"The next visiting artist, Wayne 
Thiebaud, will probably bring in a 
state-wide audience. He's a national
known artist and it's good for us to 
be able to bring him here. 

"I'd be elated if any critic from 
Houston came to COM. l'm resentful 
of critics who don't know anything 
about art judging art-work. But any 
notice beats no notice. For some rea-
son Houston critics seem rather lax 
about covering local art events and 
artists. 

"A good critic should have judici
al temperament and technical sensi
tivity. He should know what it takes 
to create the art he's criticizing." he 
adds. 

Templer teceived both his B.F.A. 
and his M.F .A. from East Texas State 
University. According to Templer, it 
takes almost as long to get an M .F .A. 
as it does to get a doctorate in any 
other program. 

Templer has exhibited his work at 
North Part Art Festival, Dallas; SPAR 
National Art Exhibit, Shreveport, Lou
isiana; New Orleans Artists National 
Biennial, New Orleans. His work has 
also been on display at shows in Hous
ton, Galveston, and Southwest Texas 
State University at San Marcos. The 
New Orleans Museum of Fine Arts 
owns one of Templer 's originals. 

Templer, his wife Renee, and son 
Simon live in League City. 
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Sickle Cell Screening 
by Beverly Stephens 

Some 60 COM students and faculty/ to SCRFT information. 
staff members were screened for sickle 
cell anemia February 19 between 
10:30 AM and 2 PM, according to 
Michelle Douse, Social Worker/Blood 
Drive Co-ordinator for the Texas 
Sickle Cell Research Foundation of 
Texas. 

Sickle cell is a hereditary blood 
disease in which the red blood cells 
take on the shape of a sickle. 

COM's Associated Women Stu
dents and the Ebony Cultural Society 
co-sponsored the sickle cell screening 
progratn, held in COM's College Cen
ter, as part of Black Awareness Mon th. 

"Test results will be mailed to 
participants in three weeks," said 
Douse. The testing procedure in
volved a simple "finger prick" blood 
test. Specimens were taken to the 
SCRFT lab, where an electropheresis 
test was run. 

"The electropheresis is the most 
accurate test in determining if a 
person has sickle cell or the trait," 
stated Douse. 

Sickle cell primarily affects blacks. 
But many persons whose ancestors 
come from the Mediterranean, the 
Middle East, and parts of India may 
have sickle cell or the trait, according 

Thiebaud 
Visits COM 

by Betty Williams 

California artist Wayne Thiebaud 
:pres_ented . . a.kcture at-7 PM March 14. 

Following the lecture, a reception 
was held in the Art Gallery. 

Thiebaud also held a seminar all 
day, Friday, March 14 and Monday 
morning, March 17. 

"Thiebaud is one of America's 
leading painters," stated Jean Wetta, 
Gallery Director. "His superb resume 
reflects his life-long study of art." 

Thiebaud, born in Arizona in 1920, 
began as a sign painter in 1938. He 
became a cartoonist, then a design
and-art consultant for California 
State Fair and Exposition. Now pro
fessor of art at University of California 
(Davis), Thiebaud holds both a BA 
and MA from Sacramento State College. 

Thie baud has had more than 75 
one-man exhibits, and is included in 
numerous museum, gallery, and 
private collections throughout the 
United States. 

According to Wetta, Thiebaud 
will appear only at COM this trip. 

Planter 
by Marguerite Brown 

The FIRE WHEEL class which pro
duces COM's oral history magazine has 
purchased seeds for a planter in order to 
preserve Galveston County's history and 
lore of wildflowers. 

Dr. Roy Rhame, instructor of 
biology, suggested planting seeds in 
containers, to be transplanted later 
in an on-campus planter. The seeds 
will be down near the pond. 

"The firewheels are the easiest of 
all Texas wildflowers to grow. Seeds 
will germinate on top of the ground," 
Dr. Rhame said. 

One out of every ten black Ameri
cans has sickle cell trait, a mild form 
of the disease. A person having the 
trait carries a gene for sickle cell 
which can be passed on to his children. 

If both parents have the sickle cell 
trait, chances are one in four the child 
will have sickle cell anemia, two in 
four the child will have sickle cell 
trait, and one in four the child will 
have no form of the disease. 

A person with the sickle cell 
trait can't develop sickle cell anemia. 
The sickle cell trait does not have any 
physical symptoms. 

One out of every 500 black Ameri
cans has sickle cell anemia. Physical 
symptoms of sickle cell include 
shortness of brea·th, pain in the arms, 
legs, abdomen and back, and a loss 
of appetite. 

"At the present time, there is no 
cure for sickle cell anemia. Because 
of research, those who have sickle 
cell are able to live more active and 
normal lives," stated Douse. 

Anyone wanting more informa
tion or wanting to be tested for 
sickle cell can contact the Sickle 
Cell Research Foundation of Texas 
at 527-9949. 

Welding 
for Women 

by Laura Wager 

COM's Non-Credit Technical -
Vocational Program is now offering 
a basic welding course open to women. 

The seven-week course meets on 
Mondays and Thursdays, 9 AM - noon, 
and began February 25. 

Tuition for the course is $50. 
Joyce Thaman will teach the basic 

welding course. She earned an associate 
degree in welding technology from COM. 

The new basic welding course will 
familiarize students with the basic 
welding process and prepare them to 
do cutting and tacking on plate. The 
students who complete the course 
will be able to perform basic tasks in 
a welding shop. 

Those interested in enrolling in 
the basic welding course should call 
938-1211, ext. 365. 

New System 
by DuRay Block 

COM's Snack Bar adopted a new 
system of service this semester to im
prove organization, and cut down on 
waiting time, says COM Snack Bar 
Manager Ann Hibbitts. 

Previously, customers have entered 
the snack bar, ordered food, advanced 
to the register to pay, and crowded 
around to wait for food to be cooked . 

The new system has two sections. 
The first is for food to be ordered and 
paid for. The second section is for peo• 
pie waiting on their orders to be cook
ed. The system means less chaos around 
the register, Hibbits said. 

The new section is located where 
the cash register used to be. 

The cash register has taken the place 
of the ice machine, while the ice ma
chine has been placed on the outside 
aisle. 

PTK State Convention 
by Armando Rodriguez 

COM's Phi Theta Kappa members 
and officers attended the annual state 
convention held in Austin February 
14, 15, and 16. 

Phi Theta Kappa members met 
from all over the state at the Austin 
Hilton Hotel for election of state 
officers for the coming year, and 
speeches. Events were discussed during 
the past year, and up-coming events 
were announced. 

An awards banquet was also held 
at the convention, honoring most 
outstanding president, chapter and 
members. COM's PTK members 

had a tour of the state capital and 
L.B.J. Library. 

COM students attending the con
vention were Jack Grigg, president, 
Rachel Martinez, vice-president; Billie 
Wheeler, English instructor~ J oAnn 
Peveto, Brenda Brown, sponsors; 
Bret Babcock, Laura Morales, Jamie 
West, Cheryl Vogtman, and Eric 
O'Neal, members. 

A Valentine's Day Dance after 
the awards banquet ended the three
day convention. 

"It was the best convention we 
have attended. All of us had a great 
time," said Grigg. 

COM Photography 
by Laura Wager 

Gary Faye, a free-lance photo
grapher visited COM February 23 -
24, conducting a photography work
shop. 

Faye is a landscape and fashion 
photographer. Faye has also worked 
under the famed photographer Ansel 
Adams of California. 

The workshop included discus
sions, critiques and the zone system. 
The participants in the workshop took 
a field trip to Galveston. Most who 
attended the Gary Faye workshop 
were COM Art Photography students. 

Terpsilore Dances 
by Beverly Stephens 

The Terpsilore Dance Troupe of 
Houston presented a dance program 
February 20 in COM's College Center, 
co-sponsored by Associated Women 
Students and COM's Ebony Cultural 
Society. 

The program consisted of dances 
expressing African and Afro-American 
culture, and Afro-Mexican culture. 
Also included were dances set to jazz 
and Dixieland music. 

choreographer, book-keeper, every
thing," said Dr. Majorie Stuart, 
Artistic Director of Terpsilore, and an 
assistant professor of physical educa
tion at Texas Southern University. 

"Mott of our dancers are not stu
dents, but members of the workin~ 

community. They spend about ten 
hours a week practicing," added 
Stuart. 

Members of Terpsilore included 
Audrey Williams, Robert Coleman, 

"At present, the group has no Judy Demas, Rosalyn Rhinehart, 
funding. We need support. I am the Marla Reece, and Donna Skinner. 

Female Aquanaut 
by Becky Freeman 

Dr. ,Renate True, member of the 
first all-woman aquanaut team, spoke 
to COM biology students Wednesday, 
February 19. 

She and three other female aqua
nauts spent two weeks living under
·water off the Virgin Islands in July 
1970. This Tektite II program was 
supported by U.S. Department of 
Interior, NASA, Smithsonian Insti
tute, and General Electric. 

True showed students slides of 
ocean marine life and her "under
water home," complete with carpet, 
television, and stereo system. She 
remarked that her living quarters 
underwater were more luxurious 
than some on land. 

When diving, she and the other 
aquanauts each used a closed-circuit
breathing apparatus. These allowed 
them to breathe underwater with
out releasing air bubbles. 

Air bubbles often frighten sea 
life by causing noise, and make under-

water photography more difficult. 
With the aid of the apparatus, the 
aquanauts were able to study marine 
life closely and more easily. 

True, born in Porto Alegre, Brazil, 
received her Ph.D. in Biological Ocean
ography from the University of Mar
seille, France in 1965. 

She has been chosen for Who's Who 
of Women, Who's Who in the U.S., and 
Who's Who in the World. She speaks 
Portuguese, English, French, German, 
and Spanish. 

True's sdentific reports have includ
ed ecological evaluations of the 1974 
M/V Tamano oil spill in Casco Bay, 
Maine, and a study of the biology and 
ecology of Penalid shrimp on the At
lantic Coast of Nicaragua. 

Presently, she heads environmental 
surveys for Gulf Interstate Engineering 
and resides in Houston. 

True first spoke to <;:OM biology 
students five years ago 1 
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War and the Draft 
by Phyllis Kostka 

"Mama, Will I Have To Go To 
War?" was the subtitle of a public 
forum on the draft held March 17 at 
COM. 

Guest speakers included Frank 
Wetta , professor of history at Gal
veston Junior College (specializing 
in the Civil War and Reconstruc
tion and U.S. military history) and 
Dr. George Lipsitz, associate 
professor of history at UHCLC (spe
cializing in American history since 
World War II ). 

"War under present world con
ditions, is a reality ... we must be 
willing to turn plowshares into 
swords ," said Frank Wetta. 

Wetta speculated on war as an 
element of foreign policy . The fact 
the Soviet Union, Palestine Liber
ation Organization, and Marxist 
guerrillas use force on those un
willing to reply by force, he said. 

"United States must perhaps use 
force to achieve "ertain ends." 
said Wetta. "Selective service is 
both constitutional and legal. 
The state can call upon its citizens 
to serve. This may be required of 
citizens with the exception of those 
who, for reasons of conscience, 
would find this intolerable. 

"The draft had inequities and 
tended to put hardship upon the 
poor. But for a variety of reasons 
it is not only necessary, but desir
able,'' concluded Wetta. 

"We are dealing with a matter of 
life-and-death," said George Lipsitz 
about the draft. 

"There are clearly things worth 
dying for and living for. Bringing 
justice to the world and rearranging 
society, to have a world worth living 
in, are crucial. But we are hearing 
about the draft in a way to protect 
a system in great crises and facing 

Women • 1n 

just criticism," said Lipsitz. 
He stated American foreign 

policy is a direct out-growth of 
domestic economy. 

"Multi-national corporations 
and east-coast monoplies, with great 
interests abroad, may profit from 
war. But it is not in the interests 
of those middle-and-lower class 
citizens who would be asked to 
serve," said Lipsitz. 

"The draft is an exercise in 

running peoples' lives. It channel~ 

young people into certain careers 

by selective deferment. It is not 

democratic. It is coercion and 

will bring us closer to war. 

"The ERA must be passed , so 

women will not have to bear only 

the equality of sacrifice - from the 

bottom up. Anytime you gamble 

with war, you make a mistake. We 

must find alternatives to war and 

killing," said Lipsitz, who was a 
conscientious objector 10 years 
ago. 

A question-answer period fol
lowed the speeches. Contributing 
resource people for this session were 
Beth Hudman, Galveston and Bay 
Area Nation.al Organization of 
Women (NOW); Joan Glantz, Do
director, American Civil Liberties 

Union (ACLU) and board member 
of National ACLU; Reverend Will 
Stambaugh, pastor, LaMarque 
Presbyterian Church; and Eric 
O'Neal , President , COM Student 
Activity Board. 

The forum, conducted by Zelda 
Rick, Director, Community Re• 
sources Development was spon

sored by COM's Community 
Cooperative and the Gulf Coast 
Council on Foreign Affairs. 

Engineering 
by Becky La Croix 

A seminar on "Engineering Oppor
tunities for Women" will be held April 
22 at 7:30 PM in COM's teaching 
auditorium. 

"The seminar is being held to famil
iarize and encourage women to enter 
the engineering field as a career," said 
Barbara Crews, coordinator ofCOM's 
Women Center. 

"There is a national demand for 
engineers, especially women engineers. 
The ratio of men to women engineers 
is 50 to one," said Dr. Matthew Quinn, 
COM's engineering instructor. 

"Many people have a misconcept
tion of engineering. Most of the 

work is done in an office, not 'out in 
the field,' " said Quinn. "The goal of 
the seminar is to associate women with 
all aspects of engineering." 

Quinn said the seminar is "being 
conducted for women, by women." 

Women engineering students 
from UH will discuss "Women Stu
dent_s in Engineering." A panel of 
professional women engineers will 
discuss "Women Engineers on the Job ." 

Guest speaker will be Astronaut 
Anna Fisher. She will give a presenta
tion concerning her professiofl. 

A question-and-answer session will 
be conducted at the end of the seminar. 

Board Meeting 
by Beverly Stephens 

COM's Board or Trustees voted 3-2 
to table a motion by Ernie Deats which 
would replace student and faculty repre
sentatives to the BOT with a representa
tive from All·College Council. 

Those voting to table the motion were 
John Cox, Carmen Anderson, and Dr. 
Robert Green. Bill Flaniken and Deats 
voted against the measure. Board mem
bers James Simpson and James Edwards 
were absent. 

The board voted unanimously to re
new contracts for COM personnel with 
the exceptions of Director, Women's 
Center; Traffic Safety Engineer; and one 
instructor from the Industrial/Public 
Service Division . 

Reappointment of the Director Wo
men's Center and Traffic Safety Engin
eer are contingent on availability of 
present funding. The instructor's reap

pointment is being delayed until the 
completion of a comprehensive evalua
tion of the automotive program, accord
mg to a recommendahou from Cu 
President Fred Taylor. 

The BOT voted 4-1 to accept a bid 
from Picadilly Promotions, contingent 
of their fulfilling all legal requirements . 
Cox, Flaniken , Green, and Anderson 
supported the measure. Deats' was the 
dissenting vote. 

Picadilly Promotions has been oper
ating a bus service from the COM park
ing lot without the use of a contract. 
"The contract is for the college's bene
fit. COM's liabilities are the issue--not 
the money ," said COM attorney Ed 
Mabry. 

The board voted unanimously to 
sponsor an appreciation banquet for 
COM employees and to award <listing• 
uished service. According to Flaniken 
the banquet will cost approximately 
$3,000. 

The board appointed a committee 
consisting of Flaniken (chairman), An
derson, and Green to draft a presiden
tial evaluation form. 1 

The BOT voted to change the April 
meeting from April 24 to April 17. A 
quorum of board members will be at
tending a regional Association of Com
munity College Trustees Seminar in 
New Orleans April 24. 

TSEA 
by Becky Freeman 

COM's Texas Student Education 
Association (TSEA) chapter attended 
the 24th Annual TSEA State Conven
tion in Dallas held March 7 - 9. 

Approximately 500 students from 
all parts of Texas attended the conven• 
tion. TSEA members shared ideas and 
gained information about the teaching 
profession. 

Jose Plata, Texas National Education 
Association student representative, 
was the guest speaker at the convention. 
He suggested improvements in teaching 
preparation be made. 

One issue discussed at the conven• 
tion was the extension of the teaching 
program from four to five years. 
Increasing amount of requi red student 
teaching to provide more classroom 
experience was another. Both issues 
are being considered by state legis• 

lature. 
TSEA members attended work• 

shops on such topics as child abuse, 
multi-cultural education, and Chris
tian ethics in the classroom. 

COM's TSEA chapter was recog• 
nized as a new chapter. 

State and district officers were 
elected at the convention. 

Information 
Seminar 

by Marguerite Brown 

COM's Division of Business, Contin• 
uing Education, presented an informa
tion Seminar in the College Center 
Wednesday, March 12, 1980. 

The concepts of word processing/ 
records management, with emphasis 
on current technology, gives a realis
tic view of the office, how the technol• 
ogies can be learned, and how they can 
be applied to office situations. 

Exhibitions showing latest techni
ques for increasing office efficiency 
were A.B. Dick; Burroughs; Dictaphone; 
IBM; Jeter Systems; N.B. Systems. 

Also exhibiting were Wang; Wood
stream; Xerox; K • Micrographies ; 
Record Service Center. 

COMSAB 
Dr. Warren Dodson is trying to 

get word out to COM students 
interested in working with the Stu
dent Activity Board (COMSAB) 
next year. 

"The present officer's terms will 
end with Spring 1980 semester," 
says Dodson. "The transition for 

persons wprkmg with COMSAB 
can be ma<lc a great deal easier if 
they arc willing to state the ir intent 
as soon as possible." 

Those interested should contact 
Dr. Dodson by calling ext. 409, or 
going by his office in Room 216 of 
the College Center. 
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George Thomas 
"My job is to prepare students 

for successful university experience," 
said George E. Thomas, Associate 
Dean, Academic Programs. 

"Course transfer coordination is 
my duty. I ascertain which courses 
will transfer and get new courses 
approved by the state," said Thomas 
of his responsibilities. 

"Ten years ago, students wanted 
B.S. degrees, now they find a two
year technical program brings a 
bigger pay-off," said Thomas of 
student interests. 

"COM owes students access to 
counseling and qualified faculty 
and courses. We must be in tune 
with major universities, so as not 
to mislead students," said Thomas 
of COM's purpose. 

Thomas was born in San Antonio, 

-------- by Phyllis Kostka 

Texas. He completed his B.S. in 
mathematics at Stephen F. Austin 
State University, and M.A. in 
mathematics at Sam Houston 
State University . 

Upon graduation, Thomas taught 
mathematics at Leverett's Chapel 
High School for five years . The 
next six years were spent teaching 
mathematics at Wharton and Alvin 
junior• colleges. 

In 1967, Thomas came to COM 
as Chairman of Natural Science and 
Mathematics. He taught for orie 
year before attaining his current 
position. He now serves as reserve 
math instructor. 

Thomas and wife Carmen (an 
accounting student at UHCLC) live 
in Texas City. They have two sons, 
Allen and Nelson, and two grand
sons, Andy and Jonathon. 

George Thomas 

Joe Rubio 

Joe Rubio 
"We have just scratched the surface," 

in terms of meeting community needs 
with tech-voe programs, says Joe Rubio, 
COM Associate Dean of Instruction for 
Tee/Voe. 

"All projections for the standard 
metropolitan statistical area (SMSA) 
through 1985 indicate we need approx
imately 23,000 additional technicians, 
in every area. Some of those will go to 
Galveston Island. But the majority will 
go into the industrial complex here to 
expand the business and service base," 
he pointed out. 

"In terms of that potential, Tee/Voe 
has a very bright future ahead of it." 

"Old and new workers are faced with 
new technology, new laws, and new 
social movements. Older workers must 
continue upgrading. COM has a future 
working with them," states· Rubio. To 
encourage new worke rs, says Rubio, COM 
is working closer with high schools to 
develop cohesion between the two. 
Rubio is also chairman of the County 
Manpower Commissiqn. 

"I hope all this activity", plus working 
with business and industry as I do every-

Mike Bordelo ~ke-BoTct-elon __ _ 
by Jay Tipton 

"I woke up one morning, and 
thought it was time for me to be 
more productive," says Mike Borde
lon, COM math instructor. 

He had been working on his 
PhD for one and a half years at 
University of Texas at Austin when 
he gave up his studies. 

Bordelon dropped his work on 
functional equations and product 
integrals in 1967, to come to the 
new COM just starting in Texas City. 
He was the first full-time math 
teacher at COM, although he had 
"some help from the chairman of 
the department." 

In the fall of 1968, he became 
chairman of the Math Science Di
vision and held that position until 
Spring of '74. 

"There weren't many math 
students back then. At the end 
of the first year, or maybe the 
second, we graduated one student. 
Of course, everyone in math hated 
the classes. They still do," Borde
lon says. 

When COM first started, math 
classes were taught in traditional 
classroom setting. Bordelon did 
extensive work in setting up the 
department's introductory math 
classes as they are presently taught. 

day, will culminate in a conference where 
we can (establish) a county-wide man
power delivery system. All the different 
people who are doing vocational, educa
tion, and training-public and private-
can coordinat_e, not duplicate pro-
grams, so we can make the best use 
of resources and (avoid repetition in 
course-taking)," explains Rubio. 

. Rubio enjoys both ventriloquism 
and writing as hobbies. He recently com
pl :ted his doctoral dissertation on com
munity college administration at UT 
(Austin). He hopes his dissertation 
produces a book. 

While working as a journalist in El 
Paso, Rubio wrote a series of articles 
about a well-known Bishop. "A lady 
in Las Cruces, New Mexico, clipped 
and sent them to a publisher. Now 

there is the Life of Bishop Sidney 
Matthew Metzgar by this particular 
lady," says Rubio. Since the royal
ties aided the education of a young 
priest, Rubio had little objection to 
the publication. 

Rubio's interest in journalism be
g/In in the third grade. Using a printing 

He travelled to Oregon State Uni
versity to study its testing system, 
and made three trips to Fullerton 
Junior College in Fullerton, 
Ca., to study the_ audio-tutorial 
system developed there. 

At present, Bordelon has "the 
responsibility of the math-learning 
center co-ordinating role. I don't 
make assignments, or anything 
like that. Many students do come 
to see me. I see to it their prob
lems can be resolved without going 
to the chairman or dean." 

Bordelon studied at Lamar 
University, then got his bachelor's 
and master's in math at Southwest 
Texas State. He studied at UT 
(Austin) for his doctorate. 

He is a member of the Mathe
matical Association of American 
an e ational Council of 
Teachers of Mathmatics. 

One of Bordelon's favorite 
hobbies is sailing. 

"I've raced everywhere to 
Vera Cruz six times, to Biloxi 
twice. I've raced class boats at 
New Port, Rhode Island. I've raced 
the Texas Offshore Racing Circuit 
seven times, and I've always done 
very well," Bordelon says about 
his racing career. He had won 69 
trophies since 1971 . 

by Lori L. Hall 

press, the youngster delivered ( on his 
bicycle) a newspaper similar to a hand
bill. He also wrote for his elementary 
school paper and was editor of his high 
school's publication in El Paso. At 
University of Oklahoma, Rubio wrote 
for the Southwest Catholic Register. 

"In 1967, the Community Action 
Agency got in trouble in El Paso. I got 
in trouble at the newspaper because of 
the social issues I was promoting - - war 
on poverty, nutrition, food stamps, and 
housing codes," says Rubio. The news
paper primarily reached the Catholic 
population in West Texas and New Mex
ico. 

"The paper wasn't just religious new;" 
says Rubio. Southwest Catholic Register 
produced more articles dealing with social 
issues than religious news. 

Rubio worked closely with Bishop 
Metzgar as a Public Relations man and 
writer for the newspaper. Although the 
Bishop worked him hard, Rubio was 
praised for his courage to "take on the 
uncomfortable issues." 

Rubio came tq COM in 1975. He is 
married to Anne and they have 3 children. 

• 
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SAPS 
by Lori Hall 

Don Bass, COM Director, Educa
tional Development Services, has 
almost completed plans for creating 
the national Society of American 
Public Servants (SAPS). 

After observing "passive, apoli
tical, and meek behavior by past 
public servants," Bass hopes to form 
an organization to which no public 
servants belong. Using satire to 
express a serious point, SAPS will 
promote active, political. and more 
public-spirited behavior by .bureau
crats. 

"Public servants, like others, are 
citizens paying taxes," says Bass. 
"They need public support. Public 
servants shouldn't be scapegoats for 
the frustration of American people. 
We need schools, government, and 
services." 

To meet the primary requirement, 
SAPS members must be public ser
vants who draw compensation from 
public tax rolls (government workers, 
educators, and county, municipal, 
and state workers). 

The platform for SAPS outlines 
a certain behavior criteria members 

should practice regularly. 

• Completely passive. A SAPS 
will only take what others will 
give. 

• Non-political. SAPS should 
resist participation in politics -
they don't vote. 

• Quiet. First and foremost , 

SAPS do not speak out. 
• Masochism. SAPS willingly 

lay down and beg for punish
ment. 

• Non-intellectual. SAPS should 
fall behind the mainstream of 
life intellectually, by refusing 
to read newspapers and other 
informing media. 

SAPS also share certain charac
teristics. They do not expect to work 
with quality tools and resources , and 
fail to recognize one effective bureau
crat. According to Bass, "SAPS believe 
all letters people say are lost by the 
postal service were indeed written." 

Bass hopes the SAPS will have 
several official symbols reflecting 
the organization's theme. "Tread on 
Me" represents the club's motto. A 
poster picturing an oppressed little 
figure in the lower right hand corner 
will read, "Thank you sci much for 
the 2% cost of living raise." 

SAP S's hero will be Step N' 
Fetchit (a comedian from 1930 
cinema). The official uniform consists 
of matching doormats. The shrinking 
violet is the group flower. 

Required reading includes Treadmill 
to Oblivion, The Power of Negative 
Thinking, and How To Make Yourself 
Miserable. The society's official song 
is a toss-up between "Nobody Knows 
the Trouble I've Seen" and "Raindrops 
Keep Falling On My Head." 

After completion of research on 
position papers, Bass will publicly 
introduce the Society of American 
Public Servants. He hopes those 
deciding not to belong to SAPS 
"prove accountable and responsible 
with more active participation in 
government decision-making." Bass 
encourages input from others. He 
may be reached at ext. 435. 
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Student Development 
Instructional Program 

by Beverly Stephens 

COM's new Student Development Instructional Program (SDIP), 
based on a similar program at Eastfield College in Mesquite, will "encourage 
students and faculty to use resources other than classrooms and books to 
deepen the learning experience," according to Dr. Donald Mortvedt, COM 
Dean of Instruction and Student Development. 

"SDIP fits into the COM Prospectus . The Prospectus advocates using 'out 
of the box' learning experiences and SDIP emphasizes the extension of the 
classroom into the experiential world," Mortvedt adds. 

"A total educational environment in a community college can only be 
produced by all its components working together toward this common goal 

(total education). A vehicle is needed to bring the in-class and out-of-class 
experience together. Student Development can meet this need," stated 
Dav1cfAmidon , Director of: tudent Development, l:asfffela College. 

Eastfield's student development program has established a liasion 
relationship with each instructional area. Eastfield's main approach to this 
instructional developmental relationship is through "emphasis weeks," 
co-sponsored by student development and specific instructional divisions. 

Emphasis weeks include a social science symposia and a comnunications 
festival. The emphasis week is planned by the instructional division. The 
majority of funding comes from the student development budget, according 

to Amidon. 
"Faculty input and participation is essential for the pr?gram's succt;ss. 

Without the f41culty's help, the program can't exist. The faculty is respon
sible for developing ideas and encouraging students to attend functions," 
according to Kathryn Berry ,_Coordinator of Student Development at 

Eastfield. 
Faculty members at Eastfield receive extra points on their evaluations 

for participating in emphasis weeks. 
"The importan t thing to emphasize is adapting a program to the way 

COM's instructional programs have been developed. We will adapt, not 
adopt," Mortvedt states. 

One of the differences in COM 's program and the East field program is 
funding. Unless a group can receive assistance in funding its project, the 
entire funding comes from student development. COMSAB will fund half 
a project, and the rest of the funding will come from the instructional 
budget of the division requesting the project. 

Students at Eastfield receive credit for attending various activities. 
Eastfield has a period (from 12:30 - 1 :30 PM) set aside for student activities 
three days weekly. Many of the special activities are held during that time 
so instructors do not have to dismiss class. 

Five COM students Eric O'Nea1, COMSAB president; Jack'Grigg, 

COMSAB vice president; Glenda Gillis , COMSAB treasurer; Ron Middaugh 
and Beverly Stephens attended a communications festival at Eastfield 
March 24. The festival (emphasis week) was planned by the communica
tions division, funded by student development and the Dallas Press Club, 
and attended by English,journalism , political science, and sociology 
students. Though the topic for the festivals appears limited, they are 
planned to appeal to many students, according to information distri-
buted by Dallas County Community College District (DCCCD). 

"The program can benefit the entire college community and should be 
given the chance to prove its worth . COM will not be adopting the program, 
but will adapt the program to fit our needs. This individual program has 
been successful in the DCCD and can work ai COM if faculty, staff, admini
stration, and students are willing to work together to achieve a total 
educational environment," said Eric O'Neal, COMSAB president. 
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Career Corner 
by Beverly Stephens 

Anyone looking for a career requir
ing minimal intelligence should consid
er becoming a consultant. Consultants 
are one of the four highest-paid profes
sions in the U.S. today according to 
Sea 1fi Kare. 

There are no specific educational re
quirements for consultants--just the de
sire to make money, tell others what 
to do, and not get caught in illegal ac
tivities. 

The typical American consultant, 
devoid of character, has no qualms 
about charging a client $450,000 to 
help find ways to save $50--over a 
three-year period. 

Consultants may work in any field 
they choose. There are a number of 
openings in the following fields: energy 
conservation; labor efficiency; financial 
expenditures; environmental protection; 
management policies; architectural re
visement; media controls; and covert 
political activities. 

Consultants may work in any region 
of the U.S. they wish. Jobs are not 
limited to region--only financial sectors. 
Any area worth more than $1 million 
has at least five different consultants. 
One consultant suggests spending money; 
one suggests ways of investing; the other 
three represent special interest groups 
wanting funds. 

If a person likes the East Coast, he 
might consider being a special consul
tant on "Southern diction and customs." 

If he enjoys playing tennis and EST, one 
might move to California and be the 
"leisure activities consultant" in Mo
desto. 

For those who enjoy country music 
and clean air, John Denver is looking 
for a new "energy conservation" consul
tant. If sun and the beach seem right, 

then take the first plane to the French 
Riviera, where "poor American" con
sultants are the newest rage. 

If politics is interesting, then consid
er going to work for the Republican 
National Party as a "covert political ac
tivities" consultant. The pay is excel
lent--the only negative aspect of this 
job is the party's lawyers will not rep
resent you in legal suits. 

Cleveland, Ohio, today announced 
intentions to hire $45,000 a month con
sultant to manage the city's $365 check
ing account. 

For those wanting less excitement 
in life, a job as an "architectural re
visement" consultant at COM might 
be a possibility. This consultant's job 
is to figure out how CQM can fix the 
chug holes in the parking lot. Pay is 
a flat fee of $4,000 with a bonus of 
$500 for each $250 the college saves 
by following the recommendation. 

The job outlook for consultants is 
good for the most part--just last week 
though the consulting firm of M. Mouse 
& D. Duck reported that a local college 
could save more than $15 million dur
ing a ten-year period by releasing all of 
_their consultants and relying on com• 
mon sense to pull the institute through 
its "crunch." 

The next day the M. Mouse & D. 
Duck firm closed. The reason given ~as 
simple--"Honesty just doesn't pay in 
this business," according to Mouse. 
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Jean 
Jean Wetta 

etta 
f'OM's new Fine Arts Gallery 

diYector, Jean Wetta, is an accom• 
plished artist. 

"I painted a Int as a child and look 
art classes in high school," says Wetta. 

"Believe it or not, 1 really started 
taking art lessons in someone's 
basement." 

Wetta earned her BFA as a 
scholarship student at Webster 
College in St. Louis, Missouri. She 
received her master's in painting 
from Louisiana State University in 
Baton Rouge. 

Her array of professional honors 
is impressive. Wetta won lwo honor
able mentions at the 147th Annual 
Juried Award Exhibition at the Jewish 

Community Center of Houston in 
1977, In 1979, she received the 
purchase award in the Fifth Bien
nial Five-State Art Exhibition in 
Port Arthur. 

Since 1969, Wetta's work has 
appeared in 16 exhibitions. Two of 
her paintings appeared in a recent 

by Becky Freeman 

exhibit, "The Child in Art," at West 
Baton Rouge Parish Museum in Port 
Allen, La. Her next exhibit will be 
a one-woman show at the Fontbonne 
College Gallery in St. Louis. 

"I enjoy oil painting the most," 
says Wetta. She has taught oil paint• 
ing at the Galveston Arts Center. 

In 1976-77, Wetta taught drawing 
at Crew and Alsagar College in Chesire, 
England. 

"One noticeable difference about 
teaching art in England was the lan• 
guage. Different artistic terms are 
used. For example, ball point pens 
were called 'gyros'. There are no 
thumbtacks in En!,!.land. only draw

ing pins," says Wetta. 
"At COM, I am thrilled about 

getting involved in art exhibitions. 
Meeting different artists should be 
very stimulating. 

"The sole purpose of COM 's 
Fine Art Gallery is to better educate 
the students with 'real' art, on a first 
hand basis. The better the quality 

Dr. Donald ortvedt 
"My family asked whae you wanted 

to attend college -- not if you wan led to 
attend co!lege ," says Dr. Donald Mort• 
vedt, COM Dean of Instruction and 
Student Development. 

Born in Berwyn, Illinois, on Decem
ber 2, 1932, Mortvedt grew up in the 

Chicago suburb of Brookfield. 
He graduated from Riverside Brook

field High Schoo!. Upon graduation, he 
attended Lyons Township Junior College 

in LaGrange, !!linois, on a baseball 
scholarship. 

In 1954, he received a B.S. in educa
tion from lllinois State University (JSU) 
in Normal, Illinois. Hi, major was social 
sciences, his minor was health and physi
cal education. 

For 18 months ( 1954-1956) Mortvedt 
was an Army S-2-lntelligence Specialist. 

"I was the 'map man.' My job was to 
have classified maps on hand so strate
gists could make plans. Another part 
of my job, while in Germany, was to 
investigate the paternity suits women 
were filing against soldiers stationed in 
the area. Many women filed suits in 
or<ler to gain U.S. citizenship," Mortvedt 
states. 

After returning from the Anny. he 
received his M .S. in education from !SU 
with a major in guidance and counseling. 
and began his professional career. 

From 1957-1961, f\fortvedt was an 
instructor/counselor at Kansas City 

Junior College in Kansas City, Kansas. 
His duties included teaching sociology~ 
psychology, and being the assistant 
basketball coach. 

In 196 l he went to Stephens College 
in Columbia, Missouri. At this all•girls 
college, he taught psychology and ad• 
vised students. 

Mortvedt became the Director of 
Guidance Services at Canton Communi·
ty College (CCC), Canton, Illinois, in 
1961. l n 1964, CCC became Spoon 
River College, and Mortvedt became 
Dean of Students. 

After leaving Spoon River College, he 
served as Associate Secretary for then. 
linois Junior College Board (UCB) for 
the 1970-1971 term. "The IJCB is com
parable to the Coordinating Board in 
Texas," Mortvedt says. 

June, 1970, Mortvedt received an 
Honorary Doctor of Letters, LiTT.D. 
from Robert Morris College in Carthage, 
Illinois. 

1971 was the year Mortvedt received 
his Ed. D. in Higher Education/ Ad

ministration from the University of 
!llinois at Urbana, Ulinois, and the year 
he came to COM as Dean of Instruction. 

During Spring l 979 his title became 
Dean of Instruction an<l Student Devel
opment. 

As part of a graduate study on "Con
trasts in European-American Higher and 
Secondary Education" Mortvedt visited 

of art exhibited in the gallery. the 
better the gallery fulfills its pur
pose." exclaims Wetta. 

Wetta feels the gallery can func
tion, to a degree, in a public rela• 
tions capacity. 

"The Gallery is the part of the 
art department most visible and 
accessable to the public. By 
attracting community attention 
and support from the immediate 
vicinity, as weH as from the Houston 
and Galveston areas, the Gallery 
can develop a reputation among 
potential students." 

Increasing community interest 
and attendance is one of Wetta's 
plans to help the Gallery meet its 
goals. Other plans include ex
tending Gallery hours with an 
informed person on hand. Pro• 
viding additional space on campus 
for exhibitions such as student 
shows and local artists' shows is 
also planned. 

''I would like to see a volunteer 
organization established to orga• 
nize Gallery tours for school 
children and other community 
members. The group might also 
assume fund-raising responsibili
ties such as sponsoring artist 
speaker programs. Funds could 
be used to improve the court• 
yard adjacent to the Gallery, to 
attract and accomodate larger 
groups," says Wetta. 

Other proposals for the coming 
year include inviting community 
musicians to give concerts in the 
Gallery, and building movable 
11ats for exhibitions in the lobby. 

"COM's Fine Arts Gallery has 
a big year ahead. There may be a· 
few surprises in store, too," she 
adds with a smile. 

by Beverly Stephens 

universities ir~ England, France, Italy, 
Russia, and East Germany. "The general 
emphasis was placed on comparing edu
cational practices in America with prac• 
tices of the countries by visiting univer
sities. The specific emphasis was on stu
dent personnel programs at the universi
ties," Mortvedt explains. 

"I was in Moscow for four days and 
nights in l 967. The city and people 
seemed to have no color. We could tell 
the Americans by their clothes and their 
shoes-•Americans wore clothes that had 
bright colors. 

"The city was very clean and the 
people were very friendly. The only 
women I remember seeing wearing 
make.up were the tour guides~ Mort
vedt says. 

Mortvedt, who is seldom seen without 
either pipe or cigar, began smoking when 
he was 21. "I choose a tobacco by its 
taste and aroma. I quit smoking cigarettes 
about 15 years ago," he adds. 

"My hobbies include golf and reading. 
The one thing [ don't understand about 
my golf game is it gets worse,not better 
with time. 

"I love to read. I'm an avid reader 
with wide interests. I like to read phi
losophy, the sports page, and psychol
ogists-•like Eric Fromm," Mortvedt says. 

He and his wife Marjorie live in Dick
inson: their four chi!dren--all COM gradu
ates•-live in Houston and Dallas. 

ii 
Helen Prather 

"I like patents and designs that men 
make. But something always draws me 
back to weeds, leaves, and wildflowers," 
says Helen Prather, sophomore art stu
dent. 

The 11-year Hitchcock resident was 
featured in a one-person multi•media 
show March 24, Learning Resources 
Center mezzanine. 

"The exhibit was designed to honor 
a sophomore art major who has done 
outstanding work and supported the 
art programs," said James Templer, art 
department instructor. "We hope that 
this will be an incentive for all art stu
dents, so the exhibit will become annual." 

"l haven't been in art long enough to 
decide which medium I really Eke. But 
for the moment, I like drawing as op
posed to painting. 

"You have to draw when you can," 
says Prather. "Art is so time-consuming. 

It invades your whole life. I try to do as 
much in class as possible, but sometimes 
I draw at home, too." 

Prather's art has been exhibited in 
the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Confer
ence for three years. 

\Vhen the Singapore native is not 
painting, she enjoys gardening, horse
back riding, and reading. 

, 

Poem of the Month Department 
Better conserve 
And take up the slack. 
Or we'll be commuting 
On camel back. 

Donald M,1rtvedt 
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Freedom of the Press? 

by Beverly Stephens 
At the March 27 Board of Trustees meeting, Dr. Robert Green, board 

member, asked COM attorney Ed Mabry if a member of the press could 
record a board meeting without the board's permission. 

This question was asked after the board voted to go into executive 
session to discuss renewing employee contracts. 

When the board returned, no mention was made of the question until 
after the meeting. Then board members Green and Bill Flaniken approached 
me. They slated COM attorney Mabry said I could legally record. the meeting. 
Both men then suggested that in the future I ask the board for permission 
to record the meeting. 

COM board meetings are governed by Texas' Open Meetings Laws. 
Minutes of the meetings become public records available to everyone. The 
open meetings laws ensure the press' rights to cover meetings funded by 
taxes, and to report these meetings to taxpayers. 

Req~iring the press to ask permission to record meetings is a violation of 
reporters' rights under Texas Open Meetings Laws. The two men are suggest
ing members of the press, who use recorders (press or radio and television), 
ask for board approvaLto work. 

As a student reporter, I have the same rights as a member of the "real" 
press. Would an outside media reporter be questioned for recording a 
meeting? After the COM attorney said recording BOT meetings was legal, 
the issue should flave been dropped. Instead, the two board members 
talked at length to me, keeping me from interviewing other board members 
and administrators -·apart of my "job." and class assignments. 

Before asking reporters require permission to record meetings, the 
board should realize that as elected public officials, what they say becomes 
public record available to everyone. 

After the meeting, Green and Flaniken asked other BOT members how 
they felt about being recorded. Whether the board likes the repercussions 
of press recording the meetings or not, the board can not legally make 
policy prohibiting use of press recorders at public meetings. 

Why a 2 Year College? 
by Laura Wager 

A two-year college is an institution of higher !earning, which offers a vari
ety of programs. 

Two-year college programs are divided into four general groups••two years 
of general education; two years of college work transferred for credit to a 
four-year college; special programs which prepare the student for a semi
professional or technical career: and adult education programs. 

COl'v1 helps the community and its members in many ways. 
COM cooperates with business, industry, and government, offering special 

training, which allows students to obtain better jobs in the community. 
COM saves taxpayers money. COM doesn't require as much expensive 

equipment or as many buildings as a four-year college, doesn't need dormitor
ies, or large !ab and research equipment. 

COM helps many continue education. Because it is located nearby, adults 
can take classes. Some would never be able to leave their homes and jobs to 
attend school unless the college was near enought to serve them. Today, 
adults make up over a third of all two-year college students, according to the 
statistics of Campus Life Magazine. 

COM offers benefits for all organizations, student activities, and a student 
newspaper. 

Two-year colleges, like COM, have grown rapidly because of demands for 
education beyond the high school level. 

Two-year colleges can take much of the burden off four-year colleges. 
During the first two years, the community college helps prepare students for 
the training ahead. Many times students find they do not need ( or are not 
suited for) attending a four-year college. 

[nterCOM is a student-written and produced newspaper for the COM community. 
Please send letters, suggestions or comments to Journalism Department, Humanities 
Suite B, LRC, or drop in InterCOM box in the College Center. 
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Letter to the Editor 
Dear Editor: 

The January issue ofinterCOM quoted Dr. Taylor as follows: 
"The Board's principle role is to adopt policy, not to 
manage things or implement within the institution. 
In the management of the institution, the professional 
should do that, not the lay Board. So, in fact, admini
stratively, the policy comes up to me and I say for these 
reasons-none-then it ought to stop right there. Because 
you can't run an institution in any professional manner 
by asking a lay Board to make decisions about imple
menting policy. 
''I don't think it's fair to them (Board) because they'll 
do it on an emotional basis, because they are not pro
fessional. They know that ..... " 

Since this article, and possibly because of it, some of my colleagues 
have also referred to the Board of Trustees as a "lay board:' 

I take exception to this viewpoint. Members of the Board of Trustees are 
each outstanding members of the community elected because of their leader
ship and public confidence in their ability. Each board member is a profes
sional in his/her own right. Granted, they do not earn their livelihood in 
education as we do and they do not Jive it as intensely as we do, however, 
their values, priorities and sense of fairness must prevail • without it we are 
lost. 

Holding public office can be very rewarding and at times very trying. The 
last year has been a very trying one for the Board, one in which the Board 
was made aware of serious internal problems. The Board of Trustees has 
become aware of facts and the overall sentiment of the community, staff 
and faculty. Given the correct data and full information, the Board can 
make the right decisions. 

The Board will, as it must, serve the best interests of the community 
and the democratic principles upon which this institution was established 
regardless of any individual or group of individuals. There are difficult 
decisions remaining and I am convinced that the Board of Trustees has the 
wisdom and determination to carry out their responsibility. 

Dan Doyle 

Lori Hall replies: 
The article, ''Past, Present and Future," in the Jan. 1980 issue of 

lnterCOM printed several portions of a taped 1979 Oct. interview with 
President Taylor. The quote about "a lay board (COM's Board of Trustees)" 
stated in Doyle's letter was transcribed from this taped interview with 
Taylor. JnterCOM does not accept responsibility for Taylor's inferences. 
Whether or not COM employees now refer to COM's Board of Trustees 
as a "lay board" is not our responsibility. We merely printed Taylor's 
statement. 

Draft Poll 
by Joe Medina 

President Jimmy Carter's announcement a renewed draft is possible for the 
near future caused controversy on the COM campus. 

Of the l 00 students, staff, and faculty members InterCOM polled, 67 felt 
the draft should be revived, and 33 did not. In addition, 62 thought women 
should be drafted and 38 did not. 

Questions clarifying COM community positions are: 
1) Are you eligible for the draft (age 18-26)? 

yes 63 no 37 
2) Do you think the minimum age should be raised to 19 or 20? 

yes 71 no 39 
3) Do you think the draft is a good idea? 

yes 67 no 33 
4) Do you think women should be required to register for the draft? 

yes 62 no 38 
5) If women are drafted, they should be: 

a) battle trained 43 near-area-support (like nurses) 57 
6) If there is only one son to carry on the family name, should 

he be required to serve? 
yes 37 no 63 

7) Should people with two or more dependents be made to serve? 
yes 21 no 79 

8) Do you think unemployed Americans should be made to serve 
first, as Congress suggested? 

yes 52 no 48 
9) Since prisoners are not considered U.S. citizens, should they be 

allowed (or made) to serve? 
yes 54 no 42 undecided 4 

JO) If one doesn't register to serve, should he be imprisoned? 
yes 5 I no 43 made to serve 6 



Page 6 lnterCOM April 1980 

COM Happenings 
Orchestra Visit 

The Texas Citv-LaMarque :ire:i will 
be visited May 2 - 5 by over l 00 Mexi
can youngsters--members of a Culiacan 
Juvenile Orchestra--who will perform as 
part of the annual Cinco de Mayo cele
bration. 

The visit is being arranged by COM's 
Office of International Programs and 
COM-Amigos. The Gulf Coast Council 
on Foreign Affairs is assisting in the 
project. 

A Mayo Indian Folklorico group rep
resenting the Indian heritage of Sinaloa 
in Northwest Mexico will accompany 
the youngsters. 

The sponsors are asking local fami
lies to open their homes to these visi
tors for the three days and four nights 
they will be here. Families with child
ren between eight and 15 years of age 
are encouraged to house members of 
the orchestra in order to give both the 
American and the Mexican youth an 
opportunity to share their cultures. 

Drivers with current chauffeurs' 
licenses are also needed. 

Those wishing to assist should call 
Bob Handy, Larry Stanley, or Robert 
Rodriguez. 

Police Program 

Nine area police officers completed 
the Reserve Texas Peace Officer Cer
tification Course at COM's Region Law 
Enforcement Academy. 

Graduating officers are Arthur Car
penter and John Hunter, Santa Fe Police 
Department ; Robert Cooksley and Kathy 
Crider, Galveston County Constables 
Office; Charles Jackson and Jack Dick
erson, Hitchcock Police Department; 
Alvin Holoman and John Dixon, Harris 
County Constables Office, and Stuart 

Crouch, Friendswood Police Depart
ment. 

This 88-hour training program pro
vides the police recruits with Texas 
Commission on Law Enforcement Off

icers requirements for certification as 
Reserve Texas Peace Officers. 

Events Sponsor 
Exchange 

COM Singers choral group is 
sponsoring a chili cook-off, flea 
market, and country-western dance 
on April 26. 

The three events are being held 
to help sponsor the group's trip 
to Sinalo, Mexico, May 11 - 18, 
on a cultural exchange. The chili 
cook-off starts at 11 am on-campus; 
The flea market will also be ·held 
on-campus from 9 AM to 6 PM. 
The dance starts at 9 PM and con
tinues until I AM. "The Midnight 
Gamblers" will play for the dance. 
Admission to the Dance will be 
$5. 

Tickets may be purchased at 
the flea market, from COM choir 
members, The Fine Arts Office, 
or at the door. 

All chili cooks must be signed 
in by l O AM April 26. They will 
start cooking by 11 AM. Judging 
will be held at 3:30 PM. Judges 
for the cook-off will include 
Bob Shinn, Dorothy McNutt, 
Emmeline Dodd, Zelda Rick, Bill 

Sowers, and Bob McCamy. 
Rent space for the flea market 

will have a fee of $5 per space plus 
$5 if COM furnishes a table. 

To reserve a space for the flea 
market or register for the cook-off, 
call Pat Darde at ext. 348 or 
Charlene Cerami at 935-4207. 

COM Briefs 

Dr. Dorothy McNutt, COM Divison 
of Business Chairperson, made a pre
sentation on "How to Evaluate the 
Cooperative Education Program" at 
the Dallas National Commission for 
Cooperative Education Session. She 
is a faculty member of the evaluation 
team and member of the editorial 
board of "Journal for Cooperative 
Education." 

A consultant for the U.S. Office 
of Education on grant propos;:;s, 
McNutt is also a member of the 
Coordinating Board Study of Corps 
Curriculum of Business Administra
tion of the Texas Junior College 
Teachers Association. 

Real Estate Commission Exami
nations are scheduled for May 21. For 
information, contact Bill Sowers at 
938-1211, ext. 282. 

Carolyn Hartnett, COM instructor 
of communications presented a display 
and discussion on "Thinking Words 
That Tie Thoughts Together" at the 
Developmental Studies Fair for the 
Texas Junior College Teachers Asso
ciation in Austin. 

Ann Bennick, COM Business 
instructor spoke on "Records 
Management" at the Association of 
Collegiate Registrars and Admissions 
Officers National Conference in 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

Gordy - Magill Recital 
by Beverly Stephens 

Intenstity was the prominent feature of pianist Laura Gordy and cellist 
Sam Magill's recital March 19 in the COM Art Gallery. 

Gordy, COM piano instructor, and Magill, cellist for Houston Symphony 
orchestra, chose three works -- "Sonata in E Major for Violoncello and Piano" 
bv Francios Francouer; "Sonata for Violoncello and Piano, Op. 11, No. 3" 
by Paul Hindemith; "Sonata for Piano and Violoncello in F Major, Op. 99" 
by Johannes Brahms. 

The grace and sensitivity of their interpretation of the slow, smooth, and 
fluid movements expressed in the Francouer piece was admirable. The Hin
demith sonata, played with such intensity, reflected the terror spreading 
across Europe during WW I, as the composer intended. 

Both piano and cello exemplified the terror, pain, confusion, and agony of 
the time. This piece was reminiscent of the special effects from WW II French 
cinema. 

Even though the duo played the Brahms' sonata after an intermission, they 
never regained the intensity of the prior work. The Brahms sonata was emo
tional, at times melodramatic and very passionate. 

There were no uneven moments during the recital--everything flowed 
smoothly, the overall effect was beautiful. 

Wayne Thiebaud's work (paintings and sketches) fit in perfectly with the 
music, to make the afternoon of music even more enjoyable. 

Sound of Music 
by Beverly Stephens 

COM's Community Theatre continued its.season with the production of The opening night children-Morris, Mader, Hillman, Henderson, and Baker--
Rodgers and Hammersteins's The Sound of Music. literally stole the show. They never lost lines, appeared bored, or upstaged 

COM's production was generally enjoyable and entertaining. The produc- others--three things children are notorious for. 
tion had continuity and spon taneity--two things past productions lacked. Other cast members were Frank Green, Mike Fischer, Cliff Oliver ,Janice 

The entire cast was believable and seemed to enjoy being on stage. Teresa Shoemaker, Judy McGee, Barbara Warren, and Steve Pennock, Teresa Simpson, 
Christensen was Maria in every line delivered and every note sung. Chdsten- Michelle Robinson, Rick Burris, Debbie Osborne, and Cathy Gillentine. 
sen 's voice was strong, enthusiastic, and loving throughout the performance. Jack Westin, COM Theatre Co-ordinator, directed the production. The prob-
From her opening "The Sound of Music" to the closing "Do Re Mi" Chris- lems with the show were technical problems which could have been easily rem-
tensen sang with such love the audience believed anything she did. idied. 

Martin Fleck's Captain von Trapp evolved during the production. Von The lighting (designed by Margaret Baier) was fairly effective. The scenes 
Trapp began the show as an oak tree (rigid and immovable) and ended as a taking place at Nonnberg Abbey could have been more intense if the lighting 
willow (weeping). Fleck's singing voice never betrayed von Trapp's character. had been more specific. 

Lois Fleck and Joe Herald were comical in the non-singing roles of Elsa and The biggest distraction in the entire performance was being able to see the 
Max. Fleck's Elsa was impersonable and definitely added depth to the show. crew members strike the set between scenes. At least three times during the 
Fleck made one glad von Trapp chose not to marry Elsa. If there had not opening night performance crew members were striking the set while actors 
been children in the cast, Herold would have stolen the show. His Max was were finishing scenes. 
hilarious. Reggie Schwander designed the scenery. The sets were constantly being 

Jennie Nowell (Lies!) and Billy Nowell (Rolf) were excellent as the two changed. Because of 20 set changes it would have been difficult to use com-
youngsters in love. Their rendition of "You Are 16" was one the show's high- plex scenery. If the lighting had been more intense the stage would not have 
lights. looked so b~re. 

Allen Mannies and Kim Stevens, von Trapp's servants Franz and Frau Sch- Alice Bass choreographed the show. The dances were beautiful and the 
midt, were charming; the characters played well together. show could have benefited from more dance. 

Elinor Schwerferger (Sister Margeritta), Mary Strick ford (Sister Berthe), Jo Lynn Howard was the music director. Orchestra members were Marvis 
and Susan Fischer (Sister Sophia) were hard to understand in their singing Adams, Sara Garland, Steve Pennock, Herb Baker, Marilyn Collier, and Karen 
roles. Parts of songs cound not be understood. Carsrud. The orchestra played beautifully, but too loud for comfort. It seemed 

Kate Counsel and Kay Bernsen alternated the role of Mother Abbess. On like the orchestra was competing with the singers. 
opening night, Bernsen's voice was weak. She had difficulty singing "Climb Billy Nowell served as assistant director and Mark Goto was the produc-
Every Mountain." tion stage manager. Toppy McDougle and Schwander were costume co-ordin-

Joshua Carr's Fredrick was sensitive, kind, and somewhat timid--exactly 
what one expects fron a 14 year old. 

Other von Trapp children were Robin Lusby and Toni Morris alternating 
as Louisa, Scott Mader and Jake Bernsen as Kurt, Laura Hillman and Michelle 
Mannies as Brigitta, Jlan Eden and Holly Henderson as Marta, and Erin Baker 
and Angela Drews as Gretl. 

a tors. 
All of the costumes for the production were fantastic. All the costumes fit 

the time period perfectly. They added extra depth to the characters. 
Everything about this production--acting, singing, scenery •design, lighting 

design, and choreography--fit like the intricate parts of a pu¥le, forming one 
of the most spectacular (and memorable) productions of an .otherwise blase 
season. I 
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Big Business Day 
by Phyllis Kostka 

Big Business Day activities drew a 
near-capacity crowd April 17 at COM's 
Teaching Auditorium. 

The purpose of Big Business Day was 
to urge citizens to join to 'Stop crime in 
the suites and explore alternatives to 
business as usual.' 

"Ralph Nader (consumer advocate), 
John Kenneth Galbraith (instructor, 
Harward University), James Farmer 
(Executive Director, Coalition of 
American Public Employees), Douglas 
Fraser (President, United Auto 
Workers), William Wynn (President, 
United Food and Commercial Workers 
Union, AFL-CIO), and Patsy Mink 
(Pr~sident, Americans for Democratic 
Action), initiated Big Business Day," 
said moderator Dr. Zelda Rick, director, 
Community Resources and Develop
ment. 

Rick quoted these initiators as saying, 
"We think it is time for the victims of 
corporate abuse to join together to work 
for what made America great -- its 
working people, its moral standards, its 
natural heritage, and its competitive 
market system." 

"Big Business Day explores a bread 
and butter issue. Educational 
institutions must be at the forefront in 
terms of raising important social and 
ecanomicissues. TbisJs.otJr mandate," 
said Political Science instructor Jim 
Finley, by way of introduction. 

"I am not here to criticize Big 
Business per se, nor to support Big 
Business in all its aspects," said Robert 
Hodgins, instructor, Division of 
Business. · "I wish to explore 
possibilities and consequences of 
organizational schemes. My assump
tions are that individuals are basic units 
of social organization, individuals have 
ability to establish and achieve goals, 
individuals desire to increase their 
wealth. 

Cont'd on Page 3 

CC Becomes SC 
by Dewane Garrett 

"The name change of COM's College 
Center to Student Center will have an 
effect on the entire student body. I feel 
good about the decision concerning the 
name change. This is something that 
COM students need,',' says Jack Grigg, 
Vice-President of Students Activities 
Board (COMSAB). 

Changing the name of the building 
establishes a focal point on campus 
students can relate to. 

"This measure serves to unify 
students at COM. It enhances and 
complements general school spirit of 
the student body," he pointed out. 

The proposal for the name change has 
been accepted and approved by Dr. 
Fred Taylor, COM President, and Dr. 
Donald Mortvedt, Dean of Instruction 
and Student Development. 

Grigg also stated "the proposal's 
intent is to focus on the realm of school 
spirit, and indicate to the student 
population COM is still for students. 

"Objectives for the name change are to 
project a sense of student morale and 
student development participation, and 
to create a totally relaxed atmosphere. 
These concepts display student 
enrichment," Grigg said. 

A quiet moment on-campus. 

Williamson Goes t~ India 
by Karen Hoffman 

Paul Williamson, biology instructor in 
COM's math/science division, served 
on a group study team in India, January 
11 - February 21. 

Williamson studied the culture and 
toured medical and educational 
facilities, industry, and various special 
events. He spoke to many groups and 
individuals about American education 
and culture-. 

Williamson's trip began in Calcutta. 
"I adjusted well to the people and 

their customs, although it was shocking 
at first. The longer I stayed, the more I 
enjoyed India," said Williamson. 
Languages varied. People in West 
Bengal speak Bengali, but the educated 
speak fluent English as well as Bengali. 

"Although beggers are seen every
where, violent crimes don't seem to be a 
pro~lem," he said. "People are clean, 
courteous, soft spoken and mentally 
acute, but because of the lack of medical 
and educational facilities and supplies, 
much of their natural talent and 
intelligence is un'derdeveloped." 

He visited the University of 
Visha-Bharati in Santiniketan (which 
means "abode of peace"). This school 
was established by Rabindranath 
Tagore, the only Nobel laureate for 
literature from India. People from all 
over the world study at this university 
and range in ages from pre-kindergar-

COM Photography 
by Laura Wager 

Two photography courses will be 
offered at COM this summer. 

"Introduction to Photography" will 
be offered at 6-8 _ J,>M, Mondays and 
Wednesdays May 28-Jilne 23. A second 
course will be held Tuesdays and 

Thursdays, July 10 - August 5. 
"Personal Expression Through Black 

and White Photography" is offered 6-8 
PM, Mondays-Wednesdays, May 28-
June 23. The student must have had 
Photography 1 or the equivalent. 

"Introduction to Photography" will 
explore fundamentals of the medium 
through experience in field and 
darkroom. 

The advanced course is designed to 
further technical skills and visual 
perception through darkroom work and 
discussion. 

Students receive one credit for 
completion of either course. 

ten to Ph. D. candidates. Williamson 
also lectured on recent findings in 
genetics at Chittagong Medical School 
in Bangladesh. He found students at 
both schools to be remarkably bright, 
but severely lacking in facilities and 
equipment. 

"People who can afford to attend 
school graduate after the 10th year. If 
they-are-inte ted in attending .:ol.iege 
and have money, they take India's 
national exam," which Williamson says 
is a very difficult test for a 16-year-old. 
Some questions on the test concentrate 
on U.S. and western history and 
culture, as well as their own. 

Most of the schools in India are based 
on the British school system. But India 
newspapers always print major U.S. 
news. Williamson found the majority of 
people in sympathy with the U.S. 
concerning the Iran crisis, but 
somewhat mixed on the Olympic 
boycott. 

West Bengal is the only communist 
state in India. It is also the most 
impoverished state, including the 
over-crowded and still growing city of 
Calcutta. Williamson felt poor 
conditions in Calcultta and the 
increasing poverty set the stage for 
increasing . interest in communist 
doctrines among the poor. 

Cont'd on Page 3 · 

Fall Registration 
by Becky La Croix 

Registration for COM's Fall Semester 
1980 will be held August 27-28. 

"Schedules are presently being 
prepared anli will be released to 
students June 15," said Dr. Robert A. 
Johnston, Director, Admissions 
Registar. 

Fall pre-registration was cancelled 
this year. It has been held at COM 
since Spring 1973. 

"Reviewing past years, registering 
for fall classes in April is too far ahead 
for many students to make definite 
plans," said Johnston. 

"Schedule changes are made by 
many who pre-registered because they 
changed their minds during the 
summer. In the past, COM has had 
students pre-register and pay, but 
never return for fall classes. 

"Students currently enrolled at COM 
will be registered August 27," said 
Johnston. 

Rec Schedule 
by Jay Tipton 

COM's Physical Education Depart
ment announced its summer recreation 
program schedule. 

Membership prices are $38 for family 
membership, with free membership for 
senior citizens and children under five 

Memberships entitle use of the gym, 
swimming pool, racquetball courts, 
tennis· courts, track, whirlpool, sauna, 
weight room, and game room. 

Facilities will be open -- adults only -
Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday from 9 
AM - 2 PM and 3 - 5 PM, Wednesday 9 -
2, 3-5, and 7-10 PM, and Friday from 9 
AM - 5 PM. Facilities will be open -
youth and adults -- Monday - Thursday 
2 - 3 PM, Monday and Friday 7 - 10 PM 
and Saturday 1 - 4 PM. 

Leagues to be held this summer 
include men's basketball, women's 
volleyball, co-ed power volleyball, co-ed 
recreation volleyball, and women's slow 
pitch softball. 

There will be tennis, ping pong, and 
pool tournaments._ 

Other events "'.ill include a kayaking 
workshop, a · moonlight madness fun 
run, and rollerskating. The P.E. 
department is also planning a 
racquetball workshop and racquetball 
clinic. 

GOM'~door-€hrlr-is -planning- a 
canoe trip on the San Marcos River for 
the June 20-22 weekend, a backpack 
trip at Lost Maples State Park for July 
3-6, and a canoe trip on the Trinity River 
August 8-10. 

For more information, call the P.E. 
offices at ext. 417 or 420. 

Tech-Voe Session 
by Marguerite Brown 

Administrators of COM's Tech-Voe 
programs have written a "scenario" 
sketching the work program . for 
1980-81. 

The introduction and background for 
the professional development workshop 
agenda of Tech-Voe was presented by 
Joe Rubio, Associate Dean, Tech-Voe 
programs, on April 16. 

A "scenario" is a tool Tech-Voe 
administrators utilize to "plan the next 
academic year, permitting decision -
makers to conceptualize and describe 
the desired future," said Rubio. 'It 
focuses the organization's resources on 
a set of priorities." 

The scenario was written to sketch a 
work program for the 1980-81 year. 

Included are the objectives of the 
three service divisions (business, 
health, industrial public service). Also 
included are apprenticeship, counsel
ing, and the Women's Center goals to 
be reached between Sept. 1980 and 
Sept. 1981. 

The COM scenario is reviewed by the 
Texas Education Agency (TEA) in 
Austin, faculty and staff in Tech-Voe 
programs, occupational committee 
members, cooperating community 
institutions, business and industry 
groups, federal employment and 
training programs. 

According to the Texas Employment 
Commission, , almost 23,800 more 
workers will be needed to fill jobs in the 
Galveston Texas City Standard 
Metropolitan Statistical Area through 
1985. 



Editorial 
Emergency! 

by Marguerite Brown 
The phone rings -- emergency! 
There are many kinds of emergencies at COM -- fire, accident, illness, death. 

Sometimes in such instances it's hard to find needed people at COM -- students, 
staff, faculty , or visitors . 

A few rules to follow? 
Phone COM operator and give this information: 

*Person's name and status: student (credit or non-credit) , staff, faculty , employee. 
*Location on c;ampus, scheduled classes , days attending. 
*Where the emergency occured. 
*When emergency occured. 
*Type of call: illness, fire , accident. . 
*Give your name, phone number, where you can be reached to have information 
verified. If you will be at a different number later on, the operator needs to know. 
*Be as calm as possible. 
*Answer all questions as clearly as possible. 

Due to the number of people attending COM, there could be a problem locating 
the person needed. He or she could be in a different place. Always give as much 
information as possible. The person sought might not be on-campus. The operator 
will try to find the needed person as quickly as possible. 
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Terrorism-Can It Be Defeated? 
Reflections on a College 

by Jay Tipton 

by Laura Wager 
Terrorism can be defeated, but not prevented while it attains goals with reactions 

to these acts. 
Governments can use legal force against terrorists, but many countries are 

unwilling. Many leaders say terrorism is morally right when there isn't any other 
solution to problems. But terrorism is a weapon for the weak. 

There is no justification to kill innocent people. Terrorism violates one universal 
human right, says philosopher Charles Frankel -- the right to bodily security and 
integrity. 

Terrorism, a major problem in the world today, concerns governments and 
society. Solving terrorism is almost an impossible task. To solve it is to eliminate 
the political and social causes. 

What will happen to the SO American hostages in Iran? No one knows. But if 
events continue, the hostages may not live to see America again. Will they be 
considered victims of terrorism, or politics? 

Lori Hall has been a student at COM for 
two years, Beverly Stephens for three. 

Both students are moving on to four~ear 
universities in the fall. 

Hall was a representative on several 
committees leading up to the formation of 
the ACC and is a repr_esentative on the 
council. She served on the Long-Range 
Planning Committee and has been active 
in the Focus Forum programs. 

Stephens was a member of COMSA and a 
member of the Compensation Committee. 
Both students became politically interest
ed in the happenings on campus last 
spring. 
''I became so involved in what I was doing 

A Spr·1ngt·1me Nest it was difficult for me to apply myself," 
said Stephens. "In the classes I was 

by Marguerite Brown taking, the instructors were politically 
oriented. They seemed to care more about 

Out on campus in an alcove sits a nest of eggs. politics. When I would go into a class , we 
There are 14 in all , safely tucked-away, say other Goose, sitting-on tl-ie-nesr---t---,w=ouTt spen as muc ime talkmg a out 

awaiting the arrival of the ducklings. what was going on on campus as what was 
After doing her duty for the required length of time, she heeds the call of Mother going on anywhere else." 

Nature. Hungry, thirsty, and tired, she searches for food . "But that in itself is an education," Hall 
But whether,depressed or lonely, she is there. When she returns , the eggs are said, "because you were seeing, in action, 

Gone! Where? COM students search and finally find a clue. exactly what you were being taught. It 
The Science Department has put the eggs into an incubator for hatching. Modern was very good education, because you 

man has taken over. learned diplomacy, you learned about the 

Letter to The Editor 
Editor: 

strain on people under pressure. 
"The political maneuvering was also an 

education. That's something which 
sparked me, got me going. It gave me the 
energy to say, 'Hey, there's a world out 

there' and get after it. That is reality, 
what we're seeing right in front of us. 

"They taught me to think, and I thought. 
"What I like about t!;iis school, what I 

think is special, "said Hall, "is they have a 
learning process. It's not the faculty that 
are the only folks who teach, but staff as 
well. 

"The library staff, for example, works 
with students who have special 
information needs. 
'' And then we have the Continuing Educa
tion Department. Larry Smith doesn't 
teach a class, and I don't think Zelda Rick 
does. But I think those two are really 
instrumental in getting people an 
education. They talk to students openly 
about issues. They're really fair. That's 
as good an education as in the classroom." 

" What really sets Suite C apart from the 
rest is that i1t1---goe i the nd ,people-----;__ 
are almost always there. You feel like 
you're part of a family," said Stephens. 

"Bob Johnston is another example, 
even though he's in Admissions and 
doesn't teach a class," Hall said. "The 
students are on his mind every day. 
He's fully aware 2400 cars don't show 
up at this school--24?0 minds do. 

' 'There are lots of others, especially those 
on the ACC. They do make an effort to 
become involved with what they're doing 
and listen to students," Hall concluded. I would like to know if anything can be done about the trucks and '' golf cart' ' type 

vehicles COM maintenance persists in driving on the SIDEWALKS. (I always 
thought sidewalks were for walking on.) 

During today's crisis with fuel consumption, I think those guys are taking power 
a bit too far. Everyone else on campus has to walk. But these guys are continually 
driving vehicles and, in the process, conserving their energy and consuming more 
costly fuel. 

Happy Summer! 

It's utterly ridiculous that those guys cannot walk around to pick up trash. They 
have to ride on carts to do it! If COM really wants to save money (and we really 
need to) please.have maintenance cut down on the use of those vehicles! 

A Concerned Student 

" Cheese Garden" Auditions Held 
by D.J . Falco 

Auditions were held April 13 and 14 for 
Cheese Garden, COM's newest production 
to open May 22. 
The new play, by Sam Havens of Houston, 
was sefected for New Playwright Series 
Four (1980) . Jack Westin will direct. 
The four characters in Cheese Garden are 

Jill Robichaux, her husband, Lionel, 
Merle , 16, and Father McShane, an 
Episcopal minister in his early sixties. 
Jill will be played by Marilyn Rogers, who 

recently played Varya in COM's 
production of The Cherry Orchard. Steve 
Ayers, chosen for Lionel, is managing 
director of the Strand Street Theatre in 
Galveston. He is currently playing Henry 
Higgins in SST's production of Pygmalion. 
Merle will be played by Kim Stevens, who 

played Frau Schmitt in COM's most recent 
production, The Sound of Music. Cast as 
Father McShane is Harold Suggs, the 

Colonel in COM's 1978 production of The 
Oldest Uving Graduate. 
Cheese Garden is the story of a couple trya 

ing to deal with the recent loss of their 
six-year old son to cancer. 

"It sounds heavy, but it's really got some 
delightfully funny stuff, says Westin. 

;'We have a super strong cast, and the set 
designs are exquisite ," says Westin . 

Hav"!ns drove from Houston to view the. 
auditions. "(Havens) liked how the script 
wits read . .. has a lot of faith in our doing 
the show, " Westin said. Havens 
describes the play as "black comedy--fun
ny but sad." Westin calls it "poignant." 

Cheese Garden will play Thursday, Fri
day, and Saturday nights through June 7. 
Curtain is at 8 PM. There will be one 
Sunday matinee on June 1 at 2 PM. 

For more information, call the Arena 
Theatre Box Office at Ext. ·3AS. 

by A.E. Hayes 

The end of the semester is when most 
formal and informal good-byes will be 
exchanged. Many students who have 
met for the first time will break for the 
summer not knowing if they will see 
each other again. 

On the other hand, some students 
who have just met will remain friends 
and possibly meet again at COM in the 
fall. 

Inter-COM wants you to have a safe 
summer, so for those students fortunate 
enough to take a summer vacation, here 
are two tips on safety. 

*Don't go swimming alone. This 
sounds old because it is old. Year after 

Editor .. . .... ... Jay Tipton 
Assistant Editor . ....... _ .. Beverly Stephens 
Staff Writers: 

year, people are warned of the danger 
involved in swimming alone. But 
countless lives 1>re lost annually because 
no one was around to save the victim. 
T :1,.e heed; your life could be at stake. 

*Don't drink foreign water! The 
water supply of different areas of the 
world can create stomach sickness. 
While on tri('s away from home, 
Americans often complain of illness 
caused by impurities in the water 
supply. Sometimes what will affect one 
won't affect another. A fresh water 
supply should be taken when traveling. 
To combat stomach sickness, (if it 
should occur) pack a bottle or two of 
Pepto Bismol. 
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Garrett, Lori L. Hall, Alton Hayes, Karen Hoffman, Phyllis Kostka, Becky LaCroix, 
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Graphic Designer ... . ... . .. Phyllis Kostka 
Faculty Advisor .......... Kit van Cleave 

lnterCOM is a student-written and produced newspaper for the COM community. 
Please send letters, suggestions, or comments to Journalism Department, 
Humanities , Suite B, LRC, or drop in InterCOM box in the College Center. Stories 
marked (OCS) are press releases from the COM Office of Communication Services. 
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ACC Discusses Long-Range Planning 
by D.J. Falco 

COM All-College Council's Long-Range 
Planning Committee submitted a prelimin
ary report to ACC April 11. The report 
was a response to a draft received from the 
Long-Range Planning Committee of 
COM's Board of Trustees. 

A special ACC meeting was scheduled for 
April 18 for discussion of the report. The 
two LRP Committees will then meet to 
consolidate data, to be submitted to the 
BOT through the office of President 
Dr. Fred A. Taylor. 

Bob Shinn, Chairman of the Salary/Com
pensation Schedule Committee, requested 
the SCS Committee report be kept 
separate from the LRPC report. According 
to Shinn, the Committee will have 
recommendations before the BOT at its 
May 22 session. ACC Chairman Larry 
Stanley advised all ACC members attend 
the SCS Committee meetings. 

Ann Miller, Reference Librarian, distrib
uted information on the Prospectus 
Committee meeting scheduled April 17, 
prior to the regular meeting. Miller said 
some changes in the working might be 
cause for concern and encouraged Council 
attendance. 

Black Hair Care 
Workshop 

by A.E. Hayes 
COM's Continuing Education Com

munity Services Department, in 
cooperation with the La Marque 
Independent School District, presented 
a Black Hair Care Training Workshop 
recently. 

Attending the work-shop were 
instructors of cosmotology and students 
from Texas City, La Marque, and 
Dickinson high schools. 

Stanley informed the ACC of a recom
mendation of Board Member Ernest E. 
Deats to eliminate student and faculty 
representatives from the BOT and replace 

them with an ACC member. After some 
discussion, the ACC voted unanimously to 
recommend to Dr. Taylor student and 
faculty members be retained on the BOT 
in their present status. They also 
requested monthly Board agenda include 
an ACC information-sharing report, the 
ACC Chairman receive a Board agenda 
packet prior to Board meetings, and 
faculty and student representatives on the 
BOT should have more active (though 
non-voting) participation in Board 
meetings. 

Students Go To 
San Antonio 

by Mary O. Brown 
Nine Texas History students took a 

trip April 11, 12, and 13 to San Antonio. 
The history group visited the San Jose, 
San Juan de Capistrano, San Francisco, 
San Antonio de Valero, and the Alamo 
missions. They also visited the Chinese 
Sunken Gardens, Hemisfair Plaza, a 
tour of the historical homes, the 
Institute of Texas Culture, and the 
Magna Carta. 

They were accompanied by Alex 
Pratt, COM history instructor. The 
history students included Terry Lewis, 
Ralph Nielson, Missy Giamfortone, 
Michelle Garrie, Victoria Smith, 
Imogene Evins, Carol Hilton, Lupita 
Thomas, and Mary Brown. 

Theatre Season 
Announced Concerned local high school officials 

had said their cosmotology students 
were not being properly instructed in · by Laura Wager . 
black hair care. COM's Coordinator of "We will have a fantastic, super 
Continuing Education, Dr. Zelda Rick, season!" said Jack Westin. "The 
organized the training workshop. - - season of 1980-St will have variety, 

The workshop demonstrated up - to - culture, and original scripts." 
date methods of drying, pressing, During the 1980-81 season, COM 
cutting, and styling black hair. The Community Theatre will perform 
instructor of the two-session workshop, Shakespeare's "Othello," directed by 
Carolyn Loftis, has been employed in Jack Westin, and "Comedy of Errors," 
the field of cosmotology for a number of directed by Reggie Schwander. 
years, and is now employed with Soul The third production of the new 
Scissors in Houston. season will be "Pippin," a modern rock 

Homer Jeffcoat, Director of Vocation- musical. "Pippin" covers the life of the 
al Education, La Marque High School, son of Charlemagne, Emperor of the 
was pleased at the response of Holy Roman Empire. The musical will 
workshop participants. be directed by Roger Stallings who had 

"The black hair-care workshop also directed "Jesus Christ Superstar." 
provided a much-needed working The music direction in "Pippin" will be 
knowledge of the technology which goes under Larry Stanley. · 
into the professional field of black hair "Deathtrap," a mystery-thriller, will 
care," he said. be the fourth production of the season, 

Students enrolled in the cosmotology under the direction of Jack Westin. The 
class at La Marque High are required by mystery tells the story of a writer who 
law to complete a minimum of 1500 discovers a hit play written by an 
hours of instruction before becoming unknown. 
eligible for the State Board of The premiere of New Playwright 
Cosmotology Examination. Series V will follow previous new 

"Programs such as this one should be productions such as "The Line-Up" and 
continued. They not only broaden a currently, the "Cheese Garden." These 
student's employment possibilities, plays will be under special guest 
they also give direction in planning direction. 
one's future after high school," Jeffcoat The musical "Mame" will be 1980's 
said. summer production. It will be directed 

Students actively participating in the by Reggie Schwander, who had directed 
workshop were Donna Ford, Connie "Hello, Dolly!" 
McCullen, and Vanessa Sherwood. "Mame" tells the story of Auntie 
Sherwood, who plans to own her own Mame ~d her growing nephew Dennis. 
shop, is now employed at a local salon. There will be three children's shows 

Linda Wiriegar, cosmotology instruct- consecutively throughout the season. 
or at La Marque High, says she "was "There are 2 major changes for the 
more than happy" her students were new seasorl," said Jack Westin. "First 
able to participate in such a worthy is the Shakespeare Festival. Second, 
event. we are not doing the Texas Trilogy 

"Due to the lack of personal project anymore. 
experience in caring for black hair, "Only 2,000 Guild memberships will 
instructions I was able to pass on to my be available because of limited 
students were limited. Thanks to the seating," said Jack Westin. 
workshop, my students will benefit and For more information, contact COM 
gain much needed knowledge in black Theatre office at 938-1211 , ext. 345. 
hair care," Winegar said. 

No male students enrolled in the 
classes of cosmotology. Winegar said 
there were one or two male prospects 
for the next quarter. 

Don Bass, director of educational 
development services, recently received 
an Achievement Commission , 

Williamson Goes to India 
(Continued from Page 1) 

He found people honored to have an 
American staying in their homes, which 
he said were often quite lavish and 
fairly westernized. The caste system 
still exists, although it has been 
officially outlawed. 

Williamson visited a region in 
Bangladesh where few people had ever 
seen Americans. He said Bangladesh 
has improved greatly, with new 
building going up and plans for a new 
international airport in progress. 

Customs Williamson found interest
ing were that "the people of India 
consider the left-hand unclean, and 
people write messages on the outsides 
of buildings because j:hey consider the 
outside of the building the property of 
whoever gets there first." 

While watching the women drying 
rice, Williamson noticed crows eating 
grain. The owner of the rice mill didn't 
attempt to kill the crows because he felt 
they ate very little and the crows must 
eat, too. 

"People were constantly wanting to 
give me presents," said Williamson. 
He found the food tasty, consisting 
mostly of rice, cauliflower, chicken, 
goat and tea unlike any he had ever 
tasted. Only those of the Moslem faith 
typically eat beef, which is considered 
sacred by most other religions in India. 

''They don't import anything they can 
produce in their own country, including 
automobiles. Their products are basic, 
simple and adequate. Anything 
imported from the U.S. is considered a 
luxury." 

"No pictures of factories or train 
stations are allowed. This is India's way 
of protecting technology and strategic 
places in time of conflict." 

Williamson visited a leper colony in a 
rural area west of Calcutta and found 
that no one associates with these 
people, even after they are cured. He 
also visited a coal mine in Asansol, as 
well as some private and public schools 
of this area. The private schools were 
Baptist, Catholic, and Assembly of God, 
and most don't require the students to 
study the Christian religion in order to 
attend the school. 

Williamson said the highlight of his 
trip was the opportunity to meet Mother 
Theresa, Nobel Peace Prize winner in 
1979, noted for her work among the 
"poorest of the poor" in India. Her 
facilities are set up in Calcutta, where 
she administers aid to the mentally 
retarded, dying, and hopelessly ill. 

He found men and women to be 
somewhat segregated but women were 
not considered inferior to men. Movies, 
popular in India, is the main form of 
entertainment. They produce their own 
movies in Bombay, which Williamson 
said is "India's Hollywood." Much of 
the music of the area was written by the 
Nobel Laureate Rabindranath Tagore 
and is sung in Bengali, although 
western music has made its appear
ance. 

"I would really like to go back. Prior 
to going I wouldn't have chosen this 
area of the world as a vacation place. I 
thoroughly enjoyed the trip and felt I 
was welcome there. The families I 
stayed with treated me well and went to 
great lengths to make my trip 
enjoyable. They suggested I come back 
to visit. I was able to live with the 
people and gain special insights into the 
culture," he said. 

Big Business 
(Continued from Page 1) 

'' A free-enterprise system requires 
equal access, free market and 
competition. No one would object to 
increasing his wealth if it is not at the 
expense ol another's," said Hodgins. 

"The problem of big business is its 
abuse of power. This can be reduced 
with a simultaneous reduction in 
government intervention and an 
increase in competition and equal 
access," concluded Hodgins. 

"What kind of economic system do 
we live in?" asked Kit van Cleave, 
instructor, Division of Humanities. "A 
system• in which the production and 
means of distribution are owned by 
individuals is called capitalism. A 
system in which private industry is 
regulated by the government is called 
fascism. We have the latter," said van 
Cleave, who also defined "socialism" 
and ''communism.'' 

"What ~e have in corporate abuse 
are several attitudes and ethical points 
to consider. Corporations are run by 
groups of people whose attitudes are 
that people must conform. These 
people are predominately white, male, 
over forty with military backgrounds. 
Conformity means you are meant to look 
alike, think alike and not buck the 
system. You are meant to learn how to 
behave in order to keep a job," said van 
Cleave. 

"Conformity has nothing to do with 
capitalism. Capitalism has as its goals 
profit, freedom to choose, opportunity 
to work and improve, and having a good 
time," said van f:leave. 

"Who needs big business? People 
do," stated William Tapp, instructor, 
Division of Business. "Its influence is 
all around us -- your food, your car, your 
home, are all made affordable by Big 
Business. 

"Big business and small business 
have a symbiotic relationship. Big 
business provides products. Small 
business provides service," said Tapp. 

· "Big business is neither all good nor 
all bad. Certainly there are atrocities 
committed constantly. Companies take 
advantage of people all the time. The 
quest~on is whether or not the trade off 
is of value. Is there more good than , 

bad? How much good, versus how 
much bad?" asked Tapp. 

"The issue is not r~ulation versus 
- freedom. t isnotC aptta tsm versus 

Communism. It is autocracy and 
centralized power versus democracy,'' 
said Larry Smith, Associate Dean of 
Continuing Education and Community 
Services. 

"How big is big business? The 
monetary size of the firms we are 
talking about is mind-boggling. Proctor 
and Gamble's advertising budget alone 
is 20 times the allocation given the 
Justice Department's anti-trust division 
to prevent monopolization," said Smith. 

"One percent of the people in this 
country own more of the wealth than the 
bottom 80 percent," said Smith, 
reflecting the struggle of small 
business. 

''Giant corporations have unpre
cedented control over our food, health, 
energy, jobs and even our government. 

t•corporate price fixing, willful 
marketing • of defective products, and 
industrial air pollution, coerce citizens 
to breath the results of other's greed. 
It's compulsary consumption," said 
Smith of corporate consequences. 

"Economic government is not subject 
to the checks-and-balances system of 
political government. Big business 
breaks the law. 'Crime in the Suites' 
costs consumers billions of dollars 
yearly. Many of our area's surrounding 
corporations have amassed enough 
violations to be given a place in the local 
'Corporate Hall of Shame'," said 

Smith, 
"Be informed, be active, demand 

economic democracy. The 1980s will 
see folks demand more control of 
economic life," said Smith of the future 
outlook. 

A question/ answer period followed 
the speakers. The questions reflected 
and enhanced the concerns of the 
panelists. 

Big Business Day was sponsored by 
Jim Finley's 236 Political Science class 
and by the Student Activity Board. 
COM Community Cooperative co -
hosted the event. 
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Men at COM 
by Laura Wager 

Every wonder where the bachelors 
are at COM? Among many 
interviewed, a few spoke out to give 
COM women an idea who is eligible and 
who is not. 

A tall , dark, and handsome 
intellectual type is Rip Jones , 29, an 
ex-Marine. Rip, a full-time student at 
COM, likes all water sports and Chinese 
food. 

RIP JONES 

Asked what type of girl he likes, and 
what he looks for in a girl, he said, 
"Intelligence; good looks , a nice 
personality -- and she should be tall ." 

Rip is polite, a good conversational
ist, easy to be with. He thought about 
women asking men out and said, "It's 
OK with me. I'm flattered." His idea 
of a perfect date is being with someone 
he likes and "doing something they 
both enjoy." (No questions to what that 
might be.) 

Dewane Garrett, 24, is a full-time 
student at COM, and a recreation aide. 
Dewane likes sports, meeting people, 
and French food . 

DEWAYNE GARRETT 

What does he look for in a date? "A . 
woman who can carry herself as a 
woman, and be herself," he says. "I'd 
say yes if a girl asked me out." 

Garrett's idea of a perfect date is 
"being with a girl I like more ways than 
one, a candlelight dinner -- and one 
thing leading to another." 

Marriage is " ok, " but not in 
-Garrett's future plans. 

Don Careloc, 19, is studying 
engineering. His favorite sports are 
racquetball and snow-skiing. 

l 

DON CARELOC 
He likes girls who have "personality, 

looks, charm--blue-eyes, blonde hair. " 
(What a combination) . 

Don thinks if a woman asks a man 
out, she's aggressive . His idea of a 
perfect date is a candlelight dinner, and 
dancing. 

Don wants to marry someone with a 
well-rounded personality, "who likes to 
travel, not too independent. I like to be 

_pampered, like lots of attention. " 
Mike St.Arna, 19, is a math major. 

InterCOM May Issue 

David Rae 
by Beverly Stephens 

''The biggest problem we face in 
CO M's bookstore is inflation," says 
David Rae, COM Director of Auxiliary 
Services. 

Auxiliary Services include the 
bookstore, snack bar, and central 
supply. 

"Inflation and r1smg prices are 
hitting us very hard in central supply. 
Every Department on campus has to 
buy supplies from Central Supply. 
Since we're working with departmental 
budgets, we have to be sure we get the 
best bids. 

''The problems we face in the snack 
bar are the same -- keeping the quality 
up and the prices down. 

"One change we're hoping to make in 
the snack bar involves expanding our 
catering services. Now, when we cater 
for a function, we don't have the 
facilities to serve hot food. We want to 
add equipment to enable us to serve hot 
food at the functions we cater," Rae 
adds. 

Rae, a Galveston native, graduated 
from Galveston's Ball High School in 
1965. 

He received his Bachelor of Business 
Administration (BBA) from U of H in 
1970. 

George Rogers 
by Armando Rodriguez 

''I get lots of satisfaction from my 
students," says George L. Rodgers, 
COM Coordinator of Cooperative 
Education Division of Industrial and 
Public Service Occupations. 

Originally called Co-op, Cooperative 
Education is a program in which 
students and employers "cooperate in 
relating classroom gaining on-the-job 
experience," Rodgers says. 

Rodgers' job is to seek employment 
opportunities for students, relating to 
education and career goals. The 
students benefit from on-the-job 
experience and achieving career goals. 

-Rodgers says he doesn't- guarantee 
students jobs when they submit an 
application at the start of the semester, 
because "it takes time in seeking a job, 
and it isn't easy." But a job opening 
usually comes along for the student 
during the semester. 

Rodgers says the system performs 
well for COM, employers, and students. 

Originally from La Marque, Rodgers 
graduated from high school in 1966, and 
the Naval Academy in Maryland in 
1971. He received his master's degree 
from the University of Southern 
California, and spent four years in 
Hawaii with the U.S. Marine Corps. 

Rodgers joined the COM faculty in 
the fall of 1978. He lives in La Marque 
with his wife, Gail Sue, and daughters, 
Wendi and Angela. 

MIKE ST. AMA 

He likes tennis, piano, fresh-water 
fishing, and Blondie. 

When asked what he looks for in a 
girl, he replied, "a girl with a lot of 
personlity who takes care of herself." 
His idea of a perfect date is dinner and 
dancing. He would go out with a girl 
who would ask him out. "I'm very 
eligible. " 

COM women may need to be a "10" 
for these men's standards . But -- it's 
OK to ask men out because their 
response was favorable . And someone 
has to make the first move. 

Youngest and Oldest Grads 
by Armando Rodriguez 

Laura Morales is the youngest graduate "Graduating from COM this semest-
and Lillie B. Hayden the oldest er is very exciting, although I am glad to 
graduate for COM' s 1980 commence- finish here at COM this year. But, I am 
ment exercises. very eager to start at UT and enter law 

Morales, 18, a 1979 graduate from school," she added. 
Texas City High School, will receive her 
Associate of Arts degree in History. 
Morales graduated from high school just. 
a year ago yet managed to squeeze in 
over 60 hours to graduate with an A.A. 
degree. 

Morales started at COM while a senior 
in high school and was advised by her 

counselor to start taking college courses. 
She took basics as a start, and received 
hours by taking CLEP exams and full 
loads of hours summer and fall of 1979 
and spring 1980. 

Upon graduation in May, Morales 
will continue this summer at COM to 
receive additional hours and will 

transfer to UT (Austin) Fall 1980 as a 
junior. 

"I will try to receive my bachelor' s 
degree within the next two years and 
then enter law school," stated Morales. 

Morales also managed a grade point 
average of 3.3, a Phi Theta Kappa 
Member, and on the Dean's List the last 
three semesters. 

Lillie B. Hayden, 58, of Texas City is 
very excited about graduation and will 
receive a degree in· child development. 
Hayden received her GED from COM 
seven years ago, first started COM in 
the fall of 1978, and built up her degree 
hours the past three semesters. 

Hayden came to COM "because it is 
the closest college and has a fine child 
development program." 

She is presently employeo at the 
Texas City Day Care Center caring for 
children five years old and less. 

"We teach the children art, 
language, music, and dealing with the 
development in social, physical, and 
self needs of the children," she said. 

Upon graduation, she plans to remain 
in her present position and has no 
definite plans for seeking another job. 

Hayden is married, has five children 
and eight grandchildren. How does she 
feel about graduation? She stated, 
"Great!" 

ANN BENNICK 

Bennick Awarded 
Ann Bennick, COM instructor in the 

Division of Business is the only Texan to 
ever be selected Teacher of the year by 
17,000 member National Business 
Education Association. Bennick was 
announced as 1980 Postsecondary 
Teacher of the Year at the NBEA 
convention in Las Vegas. 

Bennick's achievements include 
co-authoring the first audio-visual · 

Tillie Green 
by Dewane Garrett 

"Aiding and instructing students in 
obtaining information they need -
regardless of the format-directing 
activities at the circulation desk, and 
supervising students are basic functions 
the college librarian should attain," 
says Tillie Green, COM librarian. 

Born and raised in Wharton, Green 
graduated from Glen Flora High School. 
She has resided in Texas City for 13 
years. 

A former COM student, she 
gradu3:ted from COM in May 1969, with 
an associate degree in Applied Science. 

Before joining the COM staff, she 
became interested in the library while a 
student. In September of 1969, Green 
began working in the COM library. 

Green plans to pursue a career in 
business. In addition to her career, "I 
receive much satisfaction from helping 
students who need assistance, involve
ment in community affairs, and youth 
development programs. I am currently 
vice-president of COM-SAC," says 
Green. 

A widow, she has two sons. She finds 
raising two sons very challenging, but 
rewarding. Her hobbies include 
jogging, traveling, and coin collecting. 

tutorial system for typewriting and 
office machines in Texas (second in the 
nation). Her numerous professional 
publications include American Voca
tional Association monographs, author
ship of classroom materials including 
print and slide/tape presentations, and 
consulting with business and industry in 
her teaching fields . 

She teaches records management, 
accounting, real estate, office proced
ures, shorthand, typewriting, business 
machines, business mathematics, and 
transcription. 

Bennick has professional certification 
in records management and real estate. 
A real estate broker, she has recently 
qualified as a Certified Records 
Manager (CRM). She is currently 
working with Texas City Refining, Inc. 
and Monsanto Company as records 
management consultant. She has also 
developed industry courses in records 
management for Union Carbide. 

Bennick has made presentations to 
the national conference of the 
Association of Records Managers and 
Administrators in Phoenix, Arizona; 
National Association of Collegiate 
Registrars. and Admissions Officers in 
Nashville, Tennessee; and local 
seminars for the Houston Chapter of 
Association of Records Managers and 
Administrators. 

Both Bennick's bachelor and master's 
degrees are from UH. She is working 
toward her doctorate. She and husband 
Barry and their two sons, Kyle and 
Brad, live in Houston. 

Bennick's honors and awards 
include l:he A ward of Merit from the 
National Business Education Associa
tion. She was also the 1975 District IV 
Teache~ of the Year for Texas Business 
Education Association. 
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Taylor Retires 
by Mark Reid 

In a bulletin issued September II to all 
personnel, COM President Dr. Fred Taylor 
announced he would retire from his position in 
early 1981. 

"1. am placing Dr. Donald F. Mortvedt, 
Dean of Instruction and Student 
Development, in charge of the institution,# the 
memo read. 

The announcement came as a surprise to 
Mortvedt, who had been in charge of the 
President's office since August when Taylor 
underwent surgery at John Sealy Hospital for 
a brain tumor. 

COM's Board of Trustees will soon begin 
seeking qualified applications to fill the office. 
Mortvedt, outlining general qualifications 
needed by applicants to qualify for the COM 
presidency, said they vary among educational 
institutions. 

Some prerequisities are common while 
others are prefered but not absolute. 

*Requirements will depend on what the 
Board decides are needed credemials. That is 
their decision," said Mortvedt. 

The Board had not commented on 
necessary qualifications or credentials at press 
time. "This is news to them. They recently got 
the announcement saying Dr. Taylor intended 
to retire early in 1981, • said Mortvedt, -so they 
haven't thought seriously about those 
qualifications. It's the decision of the Board to 
specify time frames, procedures, and screening 
committees. They have to convene, outline 
procedures, and give time frames they feel are 
necessary.• 

Would AU-Co~ Council play a 
part in the selection? "No. I don't le.now what 
role All College Council would play in the 
selection. It hasn't been decided by the Board 
what procedure will be set up,• he said. 

Mortvedt said Taylor's office as president 
is closed to applicants for the position. *The 
Board will have to set an official retirement 
date. I'm sure as time progresses the Board will 
be able to give more information on 
procedures.• 

COM students will have an opportunity 
to sit in on screenings for selecting a new 
president. , 

"When the Board is screening for 
presidents, a time is set so students meet the 
candidates, ask them questions, and take part 
in interviews," said M ortvedt. 

Taylor had been President of COM since 
1971. During Spring 1979, Taylor was 
confronted by student demands to reaip. The 

Food is one of the outatandin1 features of 
the Texas Renaissance Festival, which runs 9 
AM-7 PM Saturdays and Sundays through 
October and the first weekend in November. 
Last year, over 25 tons of the festival's famous 
turkey legs were cooked and sold. This year, a 
second turkeyleg shop will be open, plus some 

Praldmt FrwJ Toy/or 
Taylor had been with COM since 415 

5t!lden~ attended the firi:t classes in 
September of 1967 in Texas City's abandoned 
Book.er T. Washinglon School. 

Serving as COM Dean of Instruction in 
early years, Taylor was appointed President in 
1971 and has served in that capacity for the past 
nine years. 

In that time, COM has become one of the 
most innovative and modem institutions in the 

Southwest with spacious, contemporary 
buildings boasting 275,410 square feet. 
Satellite locations throughout the Mainland 
bring COM instructors, seminars, and courses 
to area residents in the cities of Texas City, La 
Marque, Santa Fe, Hitchcock, Alta Loma, 
Algoa, Dickinson and League City. The 
three-year old Danforth campus provides 
apprenticeship training of industrial 
employees with the close cooperation of 
industry, trade unions, and government 
groups. 

30 other kinda of ho~e diahn. 
HorseraciDI, fencing, royal tournaments, 
jugglers, magicians, singen, daru:ers, acton, 
and strolling players are also offered. Experts 
say go early in the morning and start back. 
home around noon. Pet are not permitted. For 
more information, call 356-2178. 

same semester, Taylor received a 78% •no 
conf!den::ew statcir~nt after c fa.-;u!ty &nd staff 
general vote. 

Taylor served aa president of Goodwill 
Industries of. Galveston County, past Vice 
President of the Greater Texas City
LaMarque Chamber of Commerce, and 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Gulf Coast 
InterCollegiate Conference. 

He has allo served on the Board of 
Directon of the Family Service Center of 
Galveston County, the Legislative Committee 
of the Texas Public Community Junior 
College Association, and as a member of the 
Special Committee for non-credit activities 
for the association. 

Taylor rccieived his Bachelor of Science 
Degree from the College of the Ozark.a, his 
Master's Degree in Business from Texas A&I 
University, and his Doctorate in Junior 
College Administration from the Univenity of 
Texas at Austin. 

Enrollment 
Increases 

by Vicki B~dli 
Latest enrollment figures show 2,603 

students enrolled Fall 1980, according to 
COM's Admissions Office. 

This is a 10 percent increase over Fall 1979. 
--With inflation hitting the American 

people so hard, the economics of going to a 
two-year school, then transferrilll to a senior 
institution, prove advantageous to students," 
said Dr. Roben Johnston, COM Director of 
Admissions. 

The greatest enrollment increase -24 
percent- was in academic programs. 

*The job mark.et for people with 
bachelon degrees has improved, and that 

word is getting back to students, - says George 
Thomas, Associate Dean of Academic 
Programs. 

Other increases were in technical
vocation programs-some nine percent-the 
new credit union, and fire technology 
programs. New sections were added in history, 
English, and computer science. 

South Africa 
by D.J. Falco 

Tempen flared during COM's openi.na 
Gulf Coast Council on Foreip Affain 
seminar September 4 in the Colleae Center. 

J. Andre Visser, Deputy Director of 
South Africa Foundation.drew criticism from 
a crowd he addressed on the controversy of 
American divestments from South Africa. 

Responses and counter-responses came 
after Visser's speech. Disa,reement stemmed 
from invited panelists, including Kenya native 
Dr. John Indakwa, Director of African 
Studies, UH/CC; Ken Crouch, political 
activist and former member of the American 
Committee on African Affain,and Dr. Bobby 
Milli. Mills was one of six American black. 
ministen who visited Iran in 1980 to interview 
American hostages. 

The audience had -a rare opportunity to 
go directly to the source of an important 
issue,w said Robert Handy, director of 
GCCFA. 

Viaser bepn his speech noting he wu •a 
loyal South African.• The South Africa 
Foundation is a multi-racial orpnization 
rcc,eivm, financial aid and moral support from 
•au races• in South Africa, as well as some 
American corporation&. 

--We do not receive any of our 
government's funds. We do not defend our 
,overnment'I policies, - said Viuer. 

South Africa's abundant resoun:a
cobalt, manpnex, and chrome-are -tial 
to the U.S. economy. Such materiel is strategic 
to Western Europe, Japan, Taiwan, and South 
Korea u well, he said. 

South Afric:a'a ~ition •l".iarnian ofa~ital 
cape - route• is also of political aipaificance. 

"The Cape of Good Hope ii the moat vital 
waterway in the world today. Some 60 percent 
of U.S. oil imports from the Persian Gulf 
comes around the Cape,• Viner said. 

While many "well-meaning, ill-informed 
persons• support American divestment from 
South Africa, the effects of withdra-1 '"would 
hurt the very people they wish to help.~ U.S. 
withdrawal would mean unemployment for 
some 100,000 workers, 70,000 of whom are 
black., and •set back. the progreu of change. 
Blacks don't want withdrawal.• 

Visser admitted the Nationalist Party, 
rulin1 party of South Africa, waa 
segregationaliat when fint established. 

"But there is little resemblance, if any, 
today to the party which won the 1948 
election,• he said. •Conditions for black.a have 
improved and continue to improve. The 
government is ICriously rethinkin1 ita plans 
for the constitutional future. 

• A areat paradox should be noted. At a 

Con't on p.2 

Bay Area Committee on Drup and 
Alcohol Crisis Helpline is now recruitin1 
volunteen for its October daytimes and 
evening classes. 

BACODA, the private, non-profit 
education and prevention agency in Clear 
Lake, 1ponson the 24-hour crisis intervention, 
information and referral service staffed by 
volunteer pcnonncl. 

Trainm, classea afford individuals an 
opportunity to sharpen co'tnmunication sic.ills 
throu,h learning techniques of listenina. 
Trainees are familiaru.ed with suicide, rape, 
abuse, alcohol, depn:saion, lonelineu, conflict 
and drugs through clasaroom presentations 
and roleplays with experienced staff memben. 

Anyone 18 or older interested in 
co~unity service work. may call 488-7222 or 
486-9682 for more information. 

- Helpline anawen calla from citizen• in 
Galveston, Harris and Brazoria counties. 
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Ceta/Tec-Voc Meeting 
Three Galveston County vocational 

educators and manpower training leaders 
participated in a statewide forum in Austin 
during September to discuss barriers 
preventing CET A and vocational education 
from achieving a more cooperative 
relationship. 

Selected for the 30-penon forum were 
Joe Rubio, COM Associate Dean for 
Technical-Vocational Education; Kenneth 
Abendroth. director, Vocational Education, 
Dickinson ISD; and A.J. Rodriguez, director 
of Galveston County Employment and 
Training Office, the local CET A prime 
sponsor. 

'The persistent misunderstanding 
between CET A and vocational education is 

Program 
Alafair Hammett, President of the 

Alsociation of Texas Professional Educators 
(TPE)IGlll-tbe Commission on Standards for 
the Teaching Professional in a hearing 
September 18 that a five-year program for 
teacher training '"would be a disaster.• 

The .commission, established by the 
Texas State Board of Education, is composed 
of 16 members representing public school 
teachers and administrators as well as college 
professors and deans. 

In addition to voicing her opposition to a 
five-year program for teacher training, 
Hammett discussed extension of student 
teaching to a full~y full-semester instead of 
the current nine-week: program. 
~ vast majority of teachers I know say 

the most valid aspect of their teacher training 
was their student teaching experience,• the JO. 
year veteran of the c:lassroom said. 

Hammett, who teaches junior high school 
in Santa llosa, Texas, also called for 
•certifying the certifiers.• She supported 
recommendations that college professors both 
on the graduate and undergraduate levels be 
required to spend a specified number of hours 
in the public schools to insure that they are 
current on conditions and activities present in 
Texas classrooms. 

She opposed increasing the number of 
college credit hours necessary to obtain a 
teacher's certificate. 

"Salaries for beginning teachers are far 
too low to compensate an additional year of 
expense and training. We are already 
experiencing diff"lculty in recruiting bright, 
capable young people to be teachen,•shesaid. 

TPE which represents thousands of 
Texas teachers, is far more concerned with 
quality and relevance of teacher training than 
with the number of hours of education 
courses they have on their degree plans. 

"When the education profession has 
strengthened its public credibility and has a 
competitive salary schedule with other 
professions, THEN we should look: at the 
advisability of an extended training period,• 
she said. 

"My three decades in the classroom have 
been an evolutionary experience. As parents 
change, students change, the needs change, the 
methodology changes. What worked a decade 
ago may not work: this year. Experience-there 
is no substitute for it,• Hammett said. 

Aid for All 
by Vicki L. Steed 

During the 1979-80 academic year, 
COM's Financial Aid Office provided 
S429,022 of aid to students. 

According to Dan Doyle, Director of 
Financial Aid, student assistance is offered as 
loans, grants, scholarships, student assistant 
jobs, and through the College Work: Study 
Program. 

• Although top priority goes to the 
students with the highest financial need as 
aucasc:d by computerized standards, any 
student enrollcd with six or more hours may 
apply for available funds: Doyle said. 

Besides scholarships based on financial 
need, non-restrictive scholarships , 
departmental scholarships, and clubs and 
orpnizations also aid students. 

Application for funds is made in the 
Financial Aid Office, located across from 
Admissions in the Administration Building, 
through Senior Records Keepers Terrilynn 
Venzke (loans and job placement) and Eileen 
Tepera (grants and public scholarships). 
Application fees are paid by the school. All 
information is kept strictly confidential. 

widely acknowledged, but the underlying 
causes of that problem have seldom been 
adeqwuely examined: Rubio said. • A 
necessary first step in analyzing this mutual 
disaffection appears to be identification of the 
most critical areas where barriers have 
characteristically prevented fruitful 
cooperation.• 

Galveston County is a model of CET A
vocational education cooperation and 
linkage, reports Rubio, who served as 
chairman of the County's Manpower 
Advisory Council for the CE"[A program. 

The forum was sponsored by the Texas 
Education Agency, the Texas Department of 
Community Affairs, and UH. 

JOB BOOK 
Women in communications has 

published a JO.page book: to improve students' 
practical education and ease their transition 
into professional life. 

The book:, "Careers in Communications,• 
includes job descriptions, education and skill 
requirements, salaries and advancement 
opportunities and sources for more 
information. 

More than three thousand copies of the 
book: have been mailed to public and school 
libraries, career counseling centers and high 
schools across the country. 

Single copies may be obtained free of 
charge from careers, WIC National 
Headquarters, P. 0 . Box 9561, Austin, Texas, 
78976. 

, ... 

1. Sophie's Choice, by William Styron. (Bantam, $3.50.) 
Star-crossed lovers and the nature of evil: fiction. 

2. The Empire Strikes Back, by Donald F. Glut. (Ballantine, 
$2.25.) Star Wars sequel: fiction. 

3. Class Reunion, by Rona Jaffe . (Dell, $2.75 .) Four 
Radcliffe grads and how they fared: fiction . 

4. The Shining, by Stephen King. (NAL/Signet, $2.95.) Boy 
confronts terror in old hotel : fiction . 

5. Petals on the Wind, by V. C. Andrews. (Pocket, $2.75.) 
Children take revenge in horror sequel: fiction . 

6. Shibumi, by Trevanian . (Ballantine, $2.95.) Intrigues of 
perfect assassin and perfect lover: fictio.n. 

- - ~ 

7. What Color is Your Parachute?, by Richard N. Bolles. 
(Ten Speed Press, $5.95.) Career and job guidebook. 

- - -- -

8. The Last Enchantment, by Mart Stewart. (Fawcett/ 
Crest, $2.95.) Tale of King Arthur's Camelot: fiction . 

9. A Woman of Substance, by Barbara Taylor Bradford. 
(Avon, $2.95.) Successful woman & her children: fiction. 

- -- - --
10.-Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain, by Betty Ed

wards. (J. P. Tarcher, $8.95.) Anyone can draw. 

Compiled by The Chronicle of Higher Education from information 
supplied by college stores throughout the country. Sept. 1. 1980. 
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International Publications 
is sponsoring a 

..f!ational <ttollege ~oetrp <!ontest 
-- Fall Concours 1980 --

open to all college and university students desiring to have their poetry 
anthologized. CASH PRIZES will go to the top five poems: 

$100 $50 $25 $15 Fourth 

First Place Second Place Third Place $10 Fifth 

AWARDS of free printing for ALL accepted manuscripts in our popular, 
handsomely bound and copyrighted anthology, AMERICAN COLLEGIATE 
POETS. 

Deadline: October 31 
CONTEST RULES AND RESTRICTIONS: 
1. Any student is eligible to submit his verse. 
2. All entries must be original and unpublished. 
3. All entries must be typed, double-spaced, on one side of the page only. 

Each poem must be on a separate sheet and must bear, in the upper left
hand corner, the NAME and ADDRESS of the student as well as the 
COLLEGE attended. Put name and address on envelope also! 

4. There are no restrictions on form or theme. Length of poems up to 
fourteen lines. Each poem must have a separate title. 
(Avoid "Untitled"!) Small black and white illustrations welcome. 

5. The judges' decision will be final. No info by phone! 
6. Entrants should keep a cop~· cf all entries as they cannot be returned. 

Prize winners and all authors awarded free publication will be notified 
immediately after deadline. 1.P. will retain first publication rights for 
accepted poems. Foreign language poems welcome. 

7. There is an initial one dollar registration fee for the first entry and a 
fee of fifty cents for each additional poem. It is requested to submit 
no more than ten poems per entrant. 

8. All entries must be postmarked not later than the above deadline and 
fees be paid, cash, check or money order, to: 

INTERNATIONAL PUBLICATIONS 
P. 0. Box 44927 

Los Angeles, CA 90044 

Pagel 



HAIR HANDLERS 
"Your Downtown Snop" 

512 6th St. N. Texas City 

948-1401 

IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THAT 

is now accepting appointments Tuesday - Saturday. 
She comes to Hair Handlers from Regis Hairstylists 
in Galvez Mall. LeAnn has had extensive Training in 
designing hairstyles for men and women. She has 

· studied perming and coloring techniques while at
tending seminars with artists from Pivot Point, 
International, Zotos, and Redken. She also special
izes in the art of French braiding which has become 
popular recently in this area. 

Photo by Guy 1.,;nivas 

Photo by Guy Chivas 

Standing : Cathy Catching, LeAnn Hall Seated: Kim Simpson. 

Tracy Welch, Goodie Baine. 
Photo by Guy Chivas 

SAVE SAVE 
SS.00 OFF 

Texas City, Texas 
948-1401 

SS.00 OFF 

LeAnn is offering a $5.00 discount on all 
Haircuts and Blowdrys for a limited time. 
A regular $18.50 value for $13.50 with coupon. 

L----------------------------~ 
@REDl<EN® 

Late Appointments Available Tues. through Fri. 
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Theatre 
Season 

Opens 
by Vicki L. Stcc:d 

C.O.M.'s "Biggest Lii Theatre in Texas• 
opens its 1980-81 season with a Shakespearean 
Festival. 

Two plays will run back-to-back in 
repertory. Othello opens on October 16 at 8 
pm, followed by A Comedy of Errors on 
October 17 at 8 pm. 

Other performance dates for Othello are 
October 18, 24, 26, 30, and November I, 7, 9, 13, 
15, 21, 23. A Comedy of Errors plays October 
17, 19, 23, 25, 31, and November 2, 6, 8, 14, 16, 
20, 22. Curtain time for both shows is 8 pm 
Thursday through Saturday, and 2:30 on 
Sunday. 

J ack Westin, director of Othello, said, 
-We wanted a sampling of Shakespeare, to 
allow our audiences to see two different types 
of shows. This provides actors an opportunity 
to participate in two contrastingly-styled 
plays and characters. 

'The major problem with producing two 
shows at the same time is the lack of rehearsal 
space. There is only one stage,• he said. 

This is the first time the Fine Arts Staff 
has attempted to run two shows at once. 
Audience response to this festival will 
determine if such repertory runs will be viable 
in the future, said Westin. 

For further ticket and performance 
information, call 938-1211 extension 345 from 
10 am to 4 pm, Monday through Friday. 

The Y outhgrants program of the 
National Endowment for the Humanities 
(NEH) will offer over 100 cash awards across 
the nation this fall to young people in their 
teens and early twenties, including many 
college and university students. The awards 
are to pursucnon<Iedit, out-of-the-classroom 
projects in the humanities. Deadline for 
submission of completed applications is 
November 15, 1980. 

An annotated exhibition of 20th century 
war-time ~omc-front• activities in Minnesota 
and Wilc:onsin, a booltlct on the history of the 

lnterCOM 

OTHELLO ctut memben Jim Glnrn, Don Gee, and Lbtda Kusner 
rehearse for Shakespeare Festival 

Youthgrants 
sheep industry in Vermont, an 
anthropological film about a Los Angeles 
gypsy community, and a collection and study 
of migrant-worker border ballads in South 
Texas are some projects undertaken by college 
and university-age youth. 

The grants, which offer up to $2,500 to 
individuals and up to $10,000 for groups 
($15,000 for certain high-cost media projects) 
are intended primarily for those between the 

· ages of 15 to 25. While the program cannot 
provide scholarship support or financial aid 
for degree-related work, it is the only federal 

program which awards money directly to 
young people for independent work in the 
humanities. 

The humanities include such subject areas 
as history, ethnic studies, folklore, 
anthropology, lingustics, and the history of 
art. 

Those interested in the program write , 

Youthgrants Guidelines, 
Mail Stop 103-C 

National Endowment for the Humanities, 
Washington, D.C. 20506. 

Beginner or advanced. By studying Spanish only, four hours a day, four days a week, for fourteen weeks, you 
will earn sixteen semester hours of college Spanish credit. (That's four semesters worth of college Spanish 
credit!) The cost is about the same as one semester in a U.S. college, $2,589. 

Whether you are a beginner or an advanced student, This is a rigorous academic prog_ram lasting from . Feb. , 
your Spanish studies will be greatly enhanced by oppor- 1 to June 1, _1981. Th_e cost of $2,589 includes round trip Jet 
tunities 11ot available in a conventional classroom. Stand- fare to Seville, Spain, from Toronto, Canada, as well as 
ardized test scores of our students show that their room, board, and tuition. Government grants and loans 
Spanish language skills are better overall than those apply for eligible students. 
obtained by American students who completed standard You will live with a Spanish family . 
two year Spanish programs in United States colleges and FULL y ACCREDITED. 
universities. 

SEMESTER IN SPAIN 
2442 E. Collier S.E. Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506 

(A Program of Trinity Christian College) 

CALL TOLL FREE for full information 1-800-253-9964 
(In Mich., or i f toll free line inoperative call 1-616-942-2541 co llect.) 

South Africa 

Business 
Majors 

October 1980 

Increase 
By James Keller 

In Fall 1980 semester, some 30 percent of 
COM's students arc business majors. 
- Other students take one or two business 
courses, then seek a job. The fact many COM 
students take business courses could indicate 
an eventual glutted job market. But various 
sources say this is not the case. 

According to Dr. Dorothy McNutt, 
Chairperson of CO M's Division of Business, a 
high percentage of business majors has been 
consistent since COM initially commenced 
classes in 1967. 

Yet job opportunities are •very good. The 
accounting field is wide-open. Computer 
programmers, administrative assistants and 
typists arc in big demand also,• says Jill Frost, 
owner of Jill Frost Employment Agency in 
Galveston. 

Clerical skills arc in such demand locally 
some students quit college to seek employment 
as clerical workers or secretaries, and are 
successful, said Joe Rubio, COM's Associate 
Dean of the Technical-Vocational Programs. 

'There's a demand for short-term trained 
people now,• Rubio said. However, he 
estimated people with short-term training 
genc~ally return to college in order to attain a 
degree. 

People with short-term training in 
computer science are also in demand. 

•Once we give them the skills of either 
machine operation or elementary programing, 
the demand is so strong, (corporations) can 
temporarily, or perhaps permanently, bid 
them away,• said Dr. Robert Hodgin~ 
Instructor, COM's Division of Business. 

When asked what specialities were in 
largest demand, Hodgin: said, ~ngineering 
and technical skills at NASA, sophisticated 
enterprises and business in Houston. A 
student with strong technical skills can get a 
good job in these areas. They arc expanding all 
the time.* 

Computer science and accounting are 
•the two hottest disciplines at the four year 
level,• said Hodgin . There are also 
opportunities for people without a bachelor's 
degree in these areas. 

•with minimum skills in those 
disciplines, one can get a job. In some cases, if 
you are not making much money at a present 
job, you can double or even triple your salary,• 
he said. 

The Institute of Research in Chicago 
(IRC) shares Hodgin's opinion. The IRC 
reported, • Authorities estimate as many as 
20,000 accountants will be ncc:ded annually in 
new jobs.* 

In the computer field, the IRC said, *A 
vast number of new careers, and hundreds of 
thousands of jobs, have become available 
since the development of electronic computers 
and their application to data processing.• 

No source would say all components of 
business are ncc:ding qualified personnel. But 
they did not give an example of any speciality 
not in demand. 

Hodgins advice to those uncertain of a 
career? 

•collect data early on the job market. 
Test yourself out in college courses. Take 
1ntroduction to Business.' You don't have to 
commit yourself to a degree yet. Take a course 
in accounting to sec if you like it. You 'vc got 
t ime, if you're willing to take it. So invest a 
little time in those disciplines.• 

Con't from pg.I 
ti~ when the world should be most justified 
in abhoring the policies of South Africa, it 
took: little intcreat in those policies. Now, ata 
time when the situation is offering a grounds 
for hope, the world abhors it and tries to 
impot1e aanctions, • he said. 

convincing white and black voters to work 
together for the benefit of South Africa.• 

Crouch said, • Americans must keep their 
foreign policy conshtent with their policy of 
human rights. Our corporations should be 
pulled out of South Africa.• 

lnterCOM is a student-written and managed newspaper for the COM community. Please send 
letters, suggestions, or comments to Journalism Department, Humanititics, Suite B, LRC, or drop 
in lnterCOM box in the College Center. 

Visser met with the most heated 
opposition as panelists expressed differing 
opinions. 

lndakwa accused Visser of •very cleverly 
using statistics to confuse the issue. 

-why do minority whites refuse to allow 
blacks to participate in (South African) 
government? Blacks were given homelands, 
but they cannot make decisions within their 
own borders. 

"Majority rule is inevitable,• he added. 
-Visser should have talked about how they are 

Rev. Mills felt Visser used communism as 
•the old scare tactic. The real problem is not 
communism versus democracy. It is how do 
we create economic justice? I don't believe 
Visser would have us believe that if blacks in 
South Africa were to earn more money, they 
would become equal.* 

In his summary, Visser urged the 
audience, "Criticize, but don't be blind to what 
the Russians are doina in South Africa, 
because they mean business. I'm concerned, as 
you · arc, about the survival of the western 
world and the value system in this country.• 
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Board Accepts 
_Taylor . 
Resignation, 
Adopt~ Budget 

· by James Keller 
After meeting for more than an hour in 

executive session, COM's Board of 
Trustees accepted, •with deeply profound 
regret,• the resignation of COM President 
Dr. Fred Taylor. 

Taylor, President since 1971, resigned 
recently due to poor health. Dr. Donald 
Mortvedt, Dean of Instruction, will be 
acting president until a search committee 
finds a qualified replacement for Taylor. 

Executive sessions are private 
meetings comprised of BOT members only. 
These sessions, utilized whenever 
disciplinary action, termination, or the 
resignation of any member of COM's staff 
or faculty is considered, are sanctioned 
under Texas state law. 

Attending his BOT meeting as faculty 
representative, Dr. John Hubisz said, "'The 
same conditions which existed on campus 
18 months ago still exist.• He was referring 
to concerns about communication--or lack 
of exchange--which led to a student revolt 
and a vote of •no confidence• against the 
Taylor .dminlst ration in ApnJ ·11179. 

The BOT also approved the 1980-81 
budget, which includes current operating 
expenses totalling $8,828,430. These funds 
will be allocated in the following manner: 

General administration and student 
services-$2,147,1S1. 

lnstruction-$3,7S9,709. 
Plant operations and maintenanc

$1,S23,39S. 
Auxiliary enterprises, bookstore, food 

services-$333,872. 
Grants-$6S8, 987. 
The Board accepted appointments of 

three faculty members and resignation of 
another. Appointed were Caren Bradshaw, 
a temporary fulltime math instructor; Judy 
Ann H~ond, traffic safety coordinator; 
and Charles McDaniel, in,tructor, Divilion 
of Bu,iness. The re,ignation of Richard 
Faggert, an instructor in the business 
divilion, was al10 accepted. 

Two bids for COM'• Arena Theatre 
lighting ranging from $67,000 to $71,000, 
were submitted. 

Hubisz's 
Physics Stunts 
on National TV 

by Vicki L. Steed 
Dr. John Hubisz, COM physics 

instructor for the past 10 years, is 
conducting some •incredibl~ physics 
experiments with the help of former COM 
student L.W. Steinbach. 

The result was national publicity for 
COM. 

Steinbach, a member of the 
Stuntmen's Association of Motion 
Pictures, and veteran of numerous TV and 
movie stunts, asked Hubisz to calculate the 
feasbility of escaping injury while knocking 
over five cars standing upright with a sixth 
car going more than 40 MPH. 

'"My calculations said no. I'm much 
more conservative than Steinbach. I always 
calculate the worst possible conditions. I 
found it could be done with four cars. But 
there is always the element of the 
extraordinary we can't calculate. That's 
where the danger comes in. That's why 
shows like That's lncrttlibk become.interested 
in filming the stunt,• he said. 

Once Hubtsz's calculations were 
finalized, ABC-TV's That's lncrttliblt won a 
bid to air the stunt. Elming of the stunt was 
done at Houston International, Speedway. 
H11bi~2 ex!>lai.,~ d .. tail,. nf the c'xoeriment 
in an ABC-TV interview film~ COM's 
physics lab. 

The stunt involved proving Newton's 
first law: A body in motion at a constant 
~elocity will remain in motion at constant 
velocity unless acted on by an external 
force. 

The possible r:esults were a smashing 
success or a smash-up. 

~he calculations worked out exactly 
as we planned for the worst pouible cue. 

Once Steinbach flipped the last car, he 
knew when it was over hit head. He applied 
brakes to make it look closer than it actually 
was. That's where the showmamhipcomes 
in. The last car grazed the back of the trunk 
of his car, missing him by 12 feet . 

~he film shows flames on the back of 
Steinbach's car. That was burning hay 
which had fallen out of the fourth car as it 
was flipping over. But it had no effect on 
the outcome of the stunt,• said Hubisz. 

Steinbach earned a place in Guinness 
Book of World Records with his 
participation in the experiment. Hubisz also 
received some feedback from the national 
TV ,how. 

•stuntmen have called me to do 
calculations for them. I won't doit. I will for 
Steinbach only, because I know his skills. I 
know he isn't trying to kill himself. In fact, 
he's doing the best he can to avoid it. He 
plans things well in advance, and knows 
what he's getting into,• the physics 
instructor said. 

Hubisz plotted Steinbach's latest 
physical feat, which involved jumping 
Skyline Drive in Texas City in a boat for 
NBC-TV's Gamts Ptaplt Play. 

"'We know it can be done.Our question 
now is--can Steinbach set a new world's 
record7 The present record is 122 feet, we 
feel he can make at least 130 feet,• Hubisz 
said. 

Preparations are also underway for 
Steinbach to make a series of free-fall 
jumps into a 100-foot by 100-foot net from 
heights up to 10,000 feet. 

Guild Tickets 
COM's "Biggest L'il Theatre in Texas# is well 
on its way to selling 2,000 Guild 
memberships. · · 

More than 1,300 sold during the summer, 
according to Theatre Director Jack Westin. 
"The number 2,000 is not actually a goal but is 
instead a limit. 

We must stop selling season tickets when 
we reach that number because that's all the 
seats we have. We are fast approaching the 
capacity of the theatre,# he said. 

In addition to receiving more than $25 
wortli of discount coupons to productions in 
area theatres, Guild members save $32 off the 
regular price of six shows by buying them 
through the membership, he added. 

In addition, Guild members will have 
reserved seats for each play and may re.new the 
same seats the following season when 
purchasin11 seats. 

Guild members also receive free copies of 
Front Row. the theatre magazine which 
describes upcoming events. 

FACOM 
by Carolyn Hartnett 

Excerpts from the FACOM constitution 
show the purposes of our organization. The 
only official FACOM positions on any topic 
are those directly implied by the constitutional 
purposes and any developed through 
discussion and voting by members. There are 
few of the latter, because we're too busy to 
spend a long time resolving our great variety of 
opinions. 

We value diversity. To expect faculty, 
especially innovative faculty, to hold a unified 
position on many issues would be sheer 
prejudice, the same prejudice it is so easy to 
feel toward any unknown or minority group. 
FA COM has 41 members, which is about 65% 
of 63 instructors and 17% of 235 COM 
employees. 

FA COM is not a secret organu.ation, not 
a union, not a senate. We are faculty 
members; we see instruction as the primary 
purpose of the college. We feel the faculty 
should be strong. Good instruction needs 
good administration, so we clearly want 
good, open administration. We feel the 
faculty should have an appropriate role in 
the governance of the college, including the 
selection of leadership and/or COM. We 
occasionally discuss items such at changes 
in re-organization charts, but we have no 
desire to take over any administrative 
functions. We only supplement the formal 
·organization. We are not an efficient body 
for coordinating all the professional 
opinions at COM, or ·even all the faculty 
opinions. We do not want to duplicate what 
the structured system can do more 
efficiently. 

One method of improving instruction is 
peer discussion of problems. We have talked 
about many issues and gripes without taking 

formal action on them. Yet extensive 
discussion was worthwhile because members 
realized how others resolve similar problems. 
For effective peer discussion, we limit our 
membership to classroom instructors who are 
not chairs or adjunct staff. FACOM has no 
desire to support incompetence which reflects 
poorly on all of us . But we have pursued 
several faculty problems to satisfaction. 

Since we believe in a strong faculty, we 
support FAC_OM members for positions with 
All-College Council and the Board of 
Trustees. Some of our meetings have been 
spent exchanging information with our faculty 
representative to the BOT (Dr. John 
Hubisz) . Although he represents many 
persons not in FACOM, he has wanted to use 
FACOM for communication with some of 
those he represents. 

FACOM does not attempt to include all 
professional employees, because interests of 
instructors differ from views of valuable 
colleagues under contract the third week in 
August, or who may not determine grades 
every few months. FACOM has not yet 
formed a position on the grading policy. 
However, we welcome visitors and associate 
members, and invite guests on agenda topics. 
Meetings are not closed. 

When the FACOM newsletter deals with 
a matter of particular interest, we expand 
circulation of that issue. ,For example, our 
professional development issue went to Don 
Bass, who has contributed to several issues. 
Usually the newsletter, with our minutes, goes 
ortly to mem!H:n., the Board 01 Trustees, imd 
the President of the College. President Taylor 
recommended such a circulation list when we 
met with him in 1977 and got his support for 
organizing FACOM. 

The college lav:yer has ruled FACOM is a 
private local organization, ~ ·'- ~ • ••~ ·1mnot ' 
be paid from professional developrt ... -. •• funds. 
We may be rree to take polifica~stands ir we 
ever-agreetodo so. Our constitution and by• 
laws probably need rev11ioii, oul we're t>usy. 

We weicome as members all full-time 
instructors at COM. Any whose goals are 
limited to collecting a paycheck and getting off 
campus as soon as possible might find their 
perspectives broadened. If you are eligible, $2 
dues sent to James Templer will make you a 
member until we need more money. So far, 
most of our expenses are printing, but we sent 
flowers to President Taylor. and we may hold 
a social event sometime. 

Robbins Wins 
Award 

COM Cooperative Education 
coordinator Ruth Robbins has received a 
certificate of appreciation from Dr. 
Christopher Kraft, Jr., director of the Johnson 
Space Center. She was cited for her efforts on 
behalf of the Cooperative Educaion program 
involving COM and the Center. 

In a two-year period, 12 Office 
Administration students placed by Robbins 
on a co-op basis went on to become full-time 
employees. 

Clarence Williams, Director of 
Cooperative Education at the Center, and 
Freda Marks, assistant director, worked 
with Mrs. Robbins in placement of the 
student,. 

Robbins noted the COM program placed 
students in other governmental agencies in the 
area, as well as a wide range of private 
business and industry . The students 
participating in the program are majoring in 
Office Administration, Computer Science and 
Accounting. 

Students are placed in co-op stations after 
earning 12 to 24 credits. Robbins is now 
planning placement for the spring semester. 

Those interested in enrolling should 
contact her at ext. 338. 



Letters to the 
Editor 
Editor: 

In recent weeks, there have been 
articles and numerous conversations 
regarding an "Element" on this campus 
which would question or repudiate most 
any internal/external action of this or other 
institutions. 

For those interested, I wish to share 
the following quotation from the late 
William 0. Douglas, Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court (39 years on the Bench), 
with which I concur wholeheartedly. 

"When the university does not sit 
apart, critical of industry, the Pentagon, 
and government, there it no fermentative 
forc_e at work !!lour society. The university 
becomes a collection of technician• in. a 
service station, trying to tum out better 
technocrat• for the technological society. 
Then all voices become a chorw 
supporting the status quo; there is no 
challenger from the opposition warning of 
dangers to come. The result is a form of 
goose-9tepping and the installation of 
conformity as King. Such has been the 
increasing tendency in this country for the 
last quarter century.' 

COM 
Ducks Die 

by Mary Blair 

Jerry Bryant 

Why are COM'• campu• ducks, which 
live year-round on Lake Eckert, dy;ing7 

Rumors have abounded for several 
weeks nine (or more) ducks' deaths during 
the latter part of September were due to 
malnutrition or •tarvation. 

But the ducks could be dying from any 
number of rea•on• , according to Dr. Roy 
Rhame, COM biology instructor. 

PoHible cau• es of the deaths, 
according to Rhame, include: 

•Botuli• m, found in Galve• ton ducks 
about the Nme time u the outbreak at 
coM; -

•Pe• ticide inge• tion from chemical• 
used to deweed Lake Eckert; 

•Poultry cholera, and 
•Pollution. 
Rhame doe• not think the deaths were 

caused by any of thne reasons. If pesticides 
or pol)ution were at killing level•, he Hid, 
many more ducks and fish in the Lake 
would have died as well. 

-On one occuion, a couple of dead carp 
were found. However, their deaths were 
probably caused by a A•herman who 
changed ~ - mind and threw the fish 
back. Usually carp are more tolerant of 
their environment than baH or catfish. But 
no dead baH or catfish had been found,' 
Rhame Hid. 

Test• could be conducted to search for 
specific pollutants in the Lake waters, but 
only one test can be conducted at a time. 

"No one knows what to look for, 
either,' he said. 

Rhame suggests the most p09sible 
cau•e of the ducks' deaths I• from seed grain 
treated with pesticides and insecticides. 
These chemical• retard fungus growth and 
prevent insects, birds, and animal• from 
eating the future plant. The chemicals also 
have the potential to lc.ill bird• and animals 
who eat the grain. 

'The ducks closest to the food supply 
might have received larger doses than other 
ducks, and a• a result, died,' Hid Rhame. 

Rhame urge• everyone not to feed seed 
grain to the ducks, as this grain could have 
caused ducks' deaths. 

To determine the cause, ducks must be 
frozen quiddy after death in order to be 
kept for diagnosis by a biologist from the 
Department of Texas Parks and Wildlife. 

By the time COM'• duck• were found, 
much time had elapsed and the freezing 
proce•• was considered useles1. No 
additional duck deaths have occurred since 
early October, 10 the buic cause remain• 
unknown. 

Since no one is designated to care for 
the ducks, they may not be getting the right 
type of food. The biology instructor 
suggested COM ducks be fed a high protein 
grain, especially in autumn. 

'Ducks molt thi• time of year and need 
protein to regenerate their feathers,' 
Rhame explained. 

Review: 
"Othello" 

by Mary Blair 
If October 14'• performance of Othello 

is any indication of the quality expected 
from Arena Theatre'• season, it's off to a 
good start. 

But a few improvement• could have 
made the production better. 

Larry Stanley's music, while 
appropriate for Shakespeare's time, was 
off- cue several times during the 
performance. It began playing too loudly 
while actors were still giving lines. 
Futhermore, after the tape was started, the 
music was gradually worked up to the 
proper speed, causing the audience to sit 
through brief periods of garbled noise. 

A few 'guards' had difficulty getting 
their spears through the curtains on 
entrances. The sets were simple to ensure 
fast set changes. Although acted in-the-
round, the show worked most effectively 
for those seated in Sections B and C of the 
theater. 

Although the production suffered 
from other technical difficulties, lighting by 
Margaret Baier was a definite plus. A 
spotlight emphasized the main actors, 
while just enough light was allowed for the 
night scenes to make them realistic. These 
effects heightened the suspense in the play. 
The slow-fade effect was particularly 
suitable. 

The acting was superb. Don Gee, in the 
title role, brought such emotion to his 
scenes the audience trembled with his 
sorrows. Iago Oames Glenn) was believably 
hateable. 

Roger Stallings, who played Cassio, 
won the audience's pity. (Many seemed to 
want to shout a warning to him of Iago's 
traps.) Linda Kissner, the Desdemona, 
made the audience really believe her sweet, 
innocent character. But it seemed as 
though her Desdemona would never die in 
the final scene. 

The Emilia, played by Jenny Pichanick, 
was genuine, and her British accent 
definitely added to the periorm-ance. 

Odette Ruben designed the bulky 
velvet-textured costumes generally 
usociated with the Eliubethan period 
productions of the Venice-based play. 

COM's Fall Shakespearean Festival 
rotates Othello (directed by Jack Westin) and 
Comttiy of Errors (Reggie Schwander) in 
repertory through November 23. 

Intercollegiate 
Sports at 
COM? 

by Eddie Cruse 
InterCOM students have asked why t~e 

college has no intercollegiate sport• teams. 
Some reasons outlined by PE&R faculty 

and administration include: 
-lack of attendance at games 
-leek of scholanhip money 
-dorms for athletes 
--athletes' academic achievement 

declined 
Moreover, the board of Trustees 

preferred facilities to be used for community 
recreation. 

In 1976, the Board of Trustees 
discountinued funding basketball and 
baseball programs. 

'The Board felt the program should 
encourage participation. Instead of 
watching, everyone should be able to 
compete, not just privileged athletes,' said 
Larry Smith, Associate Dean of Continuing 
Education. 

CO M's basketball team had several good 
seasons before the program was discontinued. 
'Baseball'• booster club couldn't raise 
enough money to make it financially viable 
so it was discontinued, ·rather than 
attempting to compromise and mak~ room 
for intercollegiate sports, and total 
participation,' said Smith. 

Students wishing to participate in the 
recreation programs should call PE&R, ext. 
417 or 420. 

COM Briefs 
COM Cooperative Education 

coordinator Rwth Robbins has received a 
certificate of appreciation from Dr. 
Christopher Kraft, director of Johnson 
Space Center. The award for Robbin,' 
efforts on behalf of the Coop Ed program 
involving COM students at the center. In 
two years, 12 office administration 
students placed by Robbins went on to 
become fulltime employees .. . COM has 
been awarded a $54,708 grant by the 
Energy Department to proceed with an 
energy conservation program . .. A 
nationally-noted Shakespeare scholar has 
commended COM's Fine Arts Department 
for selecting Othello and Comttly of Errors to 
run in repertoire. Dr. 0 . B. Hardison, Jr., 
director of Folger Library in Washington, 
commended the now-running Fall 
Shakespeare Festival offered at Arena 
Theatre through November 23 ... Je11nnie E. 
Pwllen, COM math instructor, spoke in 
Washington in October on her approach to 
teaching calculus at an annual meeting of 
the American Mathematical Association of 
Two-Year Colleges ... Dr. Dorothy E. 
McNutt, chair of COM's Division of 
Business, also was in Washington last 
month for a special meeting of the Task 
Force on Cooperative Education, part of the 
U.S. Department of Education ... Billy Noroell, 
long a 'star' of COM theatre productions, 
can currently be seen in his Arst 
professional leading role at Dean Goss 
Dinner Theatre in Houston. He's filling one 
of the leading roles in I'm Gtlting My Ad 
Together 11nd T 11/cing It On The Rou. For tickets. 
call 666-4146 ... Two ex-COM students 
have joined the faculty this semester. 
Carolyn Sharer is in the Total Learning 
Center. Marilyn Proctor is new instructor 
in Health Occupations after getting her 
master's in Maternal-Child Nursing. 

Aide for All 
A new service designed to as1ist 

students in need of financial aid to continue 
school or plan for graduate school, has 
been announced by Steve Danz, Program 
Director of The Scholarship Bank. 

For a $35 fee, the new service will 
provide a printout of scholarships, loans, 
grants, and work-study sources available in 
specific fields . 

Students apply by filling out a 
questionnaire used as the key to the data 
bank. The form is a miniprofile of each 
student - - year in school, major, 
occupational objectives, sex, religion, 
parent's union membership, employer, 
military service, and student's, outstanding 
abilities, leadership experience, or sports. 

"Women's Sports Scholarships' alone 
lists over 2,000 entries. 

The data bank guarantees each student 
will receive at least $100 in aid, or the 
service fee of $35 will be refunded. Danz 
indicated students unable to pay the $35 fee 
may receive a basic printout of at least 15 
scholarship sources for $25. This fee 
provides up to 50 sources of possible aid. 

Write to Scholarship Bank, 10100 
Santa Monica, #750,LA,CA 90067, for 
applications. Enclose SASE, and fee . 

Chlld 
Development 
Program 

A unique new program at COM is 
bringing local day care experts, academic 
training, and practical experience together for 
a two-year Associate of Applied Science 
Degree in Child Development. 

The degree will transfer into UH/CLC's 
Teachen of Young Children Program 

The Child Development Program 
expanded its courses to include the two-year 
degree for the first time this fall . Now COM 
students have the option of going for 
certification in a one-year program or 
continuing on to a senior institution. 

Jan Smith, coordinator for the Child 
Development Program at COM says this two
year program is unique in four ways. 

It features maximum transferability into 
the University of Houston at Clear Lake's 
Education Program. 

It offen five areas of specialization. 
The curriculum was designed by local 

child care experts in centen all over the 
country. 

Approximately SO percent of the training 
will be spent in actual work with children in 
various day care centers in the area. 

The one-year Technical-Vocation 
Program, which enters its third year this fall, 
has already grown from 15 majors in its 
Ant year to 59 majors in 1979-80. 

Although the majority of students in both 
programs and in the non-credit courses are 
currently employed in day care centen, Smith 
said the new two-year program should be 
attractive to those who want to work with 
children and get a degree in education. 

Teaching every subject from Furniture 
Making Budgeting of Day Care Centen, the 
Child Development Program has more than 
75 majors enrolled for the fall. 

More than 30 day care centers on the 
Mainland are involved in the program either 
as on-site training centers for the students or as 
advisors for curriculum. 

"It is estimated that more than SO percent 
of mothen work now. If a mother works 
fulltime, a child can spend SO percent of his 
waking houn in a day care center, 'Smith said. 
"So day care center ownen and workers are 
eager to provide convenient, quality care. 
With those kinds of numben, day care centen 
have got to be good.' 

Auxiliary 
Services 
BOOKSTORE 
MONDAY & THURSDAY 
8:30 AM to 7:00 PM 
TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 
8:30 AM to 5:30PM 
FRIDAY 
8:30 AM to 12:00 NOON 

FOOD SERVICE 
MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 
7:30 AM to 6:00 PM 
FRIDAY 
7:30 AM to 12:00 NOON 

CENTRAL SUPPLY & MAILROOM 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 
8:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
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Who's Who 
At COM 

by Armando Rodriquez 
COM's accessibility is a major reason 

students give for registering here. · 
Erik Brown, 18, a 1980 Texas City High 

graduate, is majoring in Liberal Arts at COM. 
Specializing in communications and Spanish, 
he says, "I like communicating with people.• 

Brown chose COM to finish his basic 
requirements because "it is close to home and 
tuition is lower than other colleges. Also it's 
a chance to meet more girls,• he said. 

"Football, basketball and weight-training 
are my favorite competetive sports,• said 
Brown. 

He plans to attend COM for two m!)re 
semesters, then move to Stephen F. Austin 
University in Nacogdoches in fall ofl981 for his 
bachelor's degree in Liberal Arts 

Brown is the son of Brenda Brown, COM 
English Instructor. 

David Higbee, 18, of Dickinson, also a 
1980 graduate, came to COM to find out what 
kind of programs arc available. 

Higbee hasn't made up his mind on a 
career to pursue, so he decided to take art 
clases and raquetball. 

"I might take drafting courses, but I 
haven't decided for sure yet," said Higbee. He 
also came to COM because it was closer to 
home. "I get to know more people and the 
tuition was less expensive. I watch my pocket 
book carefully," he said. 

Higbee doesn't plan to fmish a degree at 
COM, but wants to transfer to attend Alvin 
Junior College, then UH/CLC. 

Lori Tijerina, 19, of Texas City, is at 
COM to pursue a degree in Graphic Arts / 
Printing. She also is interested as an 
interior designer. A 1979 Texas City High 
graduate.she decided to attend COM last 
semester. 

"It's the closest college to home and I can 
afford it.• she says. "I plan to finish the 
Graphic Arts program , then seek 
employment afterwards.• 

She finds COM an •outstanding junior 
college. People are friendly, and teachers 
helpful." Tijerina plans to enroll at UH/ CLC 
sometime In the future. "My husband and I 
just bought a new house and are very 
anxious to start decorating,"she says, which 
1s one reason for lier interest in interior design. 

Tijerina likes sports, and especially enjoys 
bowling and swimming. Her hobbies include 
decorating, gardening, and collecting plants. 

Making the Big 
Leap Smaller 

by Mary Blair 
Students Susan Lewis, Fred Moser, 

Mark Sabatier, and Adrian Valdez have 
unusual schedules-they all attend COM and 
high school at the same time this Fall semester. 

Concurrent enrollment (simultaneous 
attendance in both high school and college) 
provides credit for those who earn it. 
However, credit is not awarded until high 
school graduation. 

The four students are all seniors at Santa 
Fe High School. They attend three classes 
Monday through Friday there. 

"People at COM are more riendly than 
those in high school,• said Sab; ,tier. 

Valdez claims the college akes a more 
serious approach to studies than high school. 

The four students heard about concurrent 
enrollment from several different sources. But 
all have the same reason for do ing it. All had 
previously earned enough credits, except six 
(or fewer) semester hours, to graduate, so they 
think staying in high school all day would be •:i 
waste of time.• With the concurrent 
enrollment program, they can get ahead 
in required college courses. 

Lewis said she felt "more independent• at 
COM than in high school. She added there 
is more freedom on the college campus. 

Another factor common to all four 
students is Advanced Senior English. A new 
COM program given at area high schools 
provides an additional two hours of credit for 
those taking this class. Through this program, 
students get an introduction to humanities. 
Credit is awarded on the !iame basis as 
concurrent enrollment. 

Comparing college to high school, 
Moser said,"lt's a differnt world." 

) ' 

1\ 
Profile: 
Roger Stallings 

by Vicki L. Steed 
As the lights go up on COM's Arena 

Theatre production of OtMllo, area 
theatregoers may spy a familiar face among 
the cast. 

COM instructor of speech and theatre 
arts Roger Stallings is currently playing 
CaHio in the Shakespearean tragedy. 

Stallings adds Ca11io to his list of major 
characten in such local productions as Bells 
Art Ringing, Of Tim I Sing, and Promisa, 
Promisa. 

I've wanted to play a role at COM long 
before I began teaching here .CaHio is a nice 
change for me. Lately, I've been pegged as a 
comic actor, which is ironic since I began my 
career with dramatic roles,• says Stallings. 

"In the future, I'd like to do a serious 
role in a play which deals with 
contemporary problems,• he said. 

Actor Stallings has also directed COM 
productions of ]tsus Christ Supn-st11r, Tht 
F1ml11stics, and You'rt II GooJ M11n, Cluirlil 
Brown. This season, Stallings will direct the 
Tony Award-winning musical Pippin at. 
COM. 

"The number of cast memben is 
flexible. The only qualifications necessary 
to audition are good contemporary vocal 
sound, and a sense of rhythm. The casting 
of the show will be difficult. The chorus 
must be the most diverse and talented 
individuals I can find. That's why our 
auditions are November 16-17, while 
rehearsals don't start until January S. 

"I'm not going to get into a position of 
having to pick a cast immediately,• he 
points out. "If need be, I want to have the 
time to search for just the right Pippin or 
Katherine,• he says. 

He has degrees in theatre from SFA 
and UH/CLC, and was a student at Dallas 
Theatre Center for seven years. 

For more information about auditions, 
call Stallings at 431. 

Profile: 
Bill Devall 

by Jeff Martin 
"I get a great deal of satisfaction when my 

students go out in the world and progress in 
their profession,• says COM drafting 
instructor Bill Devall. "I really enjoy seeing my 
re-hab students, who have been injured on 
construction or some other job, progress in 
life.• 

Devall, · who has been at COM since 
September 1970, teaches som~ 80 students. 

The father of 6, he is married to Sandra 
Devall, COM graphic arts instructor. 

When asked how he felt about having his 
wife in the same profession at the same college, 
he jokingly replied, "As long as we don't ride 
together everything's all right.• 

The Devall's oldest daughter, Denise, is a 
1980 graduate of Rice University. Dana, who 
attended COM for a year, is currently the 
mother of Jason, 17 months, and Justin, 6 
months. 

Oldest Devall son Jim is currently a, 
sophomore at Southwest Texas State 
University in San Marcos. 

Mickey has just completed basic training 

San Diego, and is currently a member of a 
United States Marine Corps reserve unit. 

Kristine is an eighth-grade student at 

McAdams Jr. High, and Eric is a third-grade 
student at Dickinson's primary school. 

Devall enjoys fishing, and his favorite 
spots arc on the San Marcos River and in 
Galveston Bay. He also enjoys football, 
especially "pulling for the Oilers.• He likes 
working on cars, painting houses, and 
building additional rooms to his home. 

Born in Rockdale, Texas, he moved to 
Dickinson in 1949, and graduated from 
Dickinson High School in 1954. He attended 
Southwest Texas State University and 
received a B.S. in Industrial Education. He 
also received a M.Ed. from the University of 
Houston Central Campus. After completing 
college, his first instructing job was at 
Dickinson High School. 

Sellers 
Joins Faculty 

After 22 years and jobs in 17 countries on 
four continents, a Texas City High School 
graduate has come home to teach. 

Dr. Kervin Sellers, son of Cecil and 
Ethlyn Sellers of Texas City,joined COM this 
semester as a chemistry instructor. 

A graduate of Sam Houston State 
Univenity and Texas A&M, Dr. Sellen 
spent 13 yean in the Army after receiving 
his ROTC commi1sion. He 1erved as a 
paratrooper in Germany and a chemi1try 
teacher at West Point. 

In his military career, Sellers learned both 
German and Vietnamese, and served as a 
chemical officer overseas both in Europe and 
in Vietnam. 

After teaching Nuclear Biological and 
Chemical Weapons Deployment at Fort 
Benning, Georgia, Sellers was sent to West 
Point to teach human physiology. 

-West Point uses the Thayer System, 
which means every student came to class every 
day expecting to recite or be tested. 

'"They knew they were to be tested, so they 
prepared thoroughly. For example, I would 
give 26 tests every semester as compared to the 
seven or eight I give in one semester at COM," 
he explained. 

•our students arc right up there with the 
rest of the nation in their proficiencies in 
chemistry,• he added. 

A lover of outdoor sports and fishing, 
Sellers says he has always loved the area. 

"Even after 17 countries and four 
continents, I always figured I'd come back
this is home,• he concluded. 

Lost & Found 
by Armando Rodriguez 

Have you lost anything on campus 
lately? 

Chances are you11 find it at the COM 
Lost and Found. 

Located in A161 in the Administration 
Building,the Lost and Found holds all lost 
items.The department moved into its new 
location from the Maintenance Building, 
because students were not aware of, or 
could not find, the old location. 

•Basically, I'd like to see these lost 
articles get back to rightful owners,• says 
Joe Rotramel, director of campus security. 
-We don't have an enormous volume now, 
because at the end of the spring semester 
we had a garage sale. But we still have quite 
a few articles we'd like to find homes for.• 

Lost articles are u~ually found by 
custodians. The gym and library are the 
main places where items are lost. Items can 
be returned to owners only if they are 
properly identified . 

Resting in the Lost and Found area 
now are a COM hat, both men's and 
women's graduation rings, a pair of 
women's shoes, a diamond engagement 
ring, a wedding ring, sweaters, and 
textbooks. A large volume of bracelets, 
chains, glasses, and car keys are also 
collected. 

-Wallets found are usually returned 
immediately because they include 
identification,• says Rotramel. -We also had 
a number of wrist-watches, but they were 
sold because no one ever claimed them.• 

Rotramel says he can't figure why 
more people don't claim their car keys. 

Articles must be identified by giving 
date lost, by whom, where potentially lost, 
and a description of the items. 

Computers 
Are Talking 
Computers arc talking to each other in the 
COM Math Department. 

The brainchild of Math instructor Dennis 
Kulvicki, "Audiographics--a· simple, 
inexpensive idea-resulted in thousands of 
hours of cooperative work between colle,e 
students, adminstrators, instructors .and 
engineers at NASA, Northrup, Monanto, 
and Amoco. 

Three patent applications couW p 
COM a corner on the market in 
Audiographics. 

An inexpensive, ordinary cauete tape 
records voice and handwriting throupi a 
specially wired and engineered tablet. They are 
played back through several computer 
connections. The result is a lecture a student 
both sees and hears. 

The concept could evolutionize 
education through telephon~ home 
computers, FM raidos, and televiaions. 
Kulvicki and his colleagues have ~ .a 
way to transmit Audiographic tape through 
all of these 1ystem1, u well u produce 
simulated videotape on ordinary c:auette 
tape any person can purcha•e. The group is 
also u1ing videodisc technology with 
Audiographics. 

The result, as Kulvicki sees it, is a 
classroom as a learning experience rather than 
a place. A student will be able to sit at home 
with a computer and a telephone, hear his 
lectures and sec them without ever leaving. 

Students could take courses via tdq,hoac 
at several different universities 
simultaneously, Kulvicki predicts. Ia 
addition, specialists can record ICCIDID for 
nationwide distribution. 

Kulvicki thought of the system '"onb'u• 
means to be a better math instrw:toE. • With 
Audiographics, a teacher can teach any ~vea 
course at the same time in the same place. 
Students work at their own speeds, while the 
teacher answers questions and WM'ks on 
special problems. 

• A teacher could conceivably ba11e :a 
gifted student and a mentally handicapped 
etudent• working right next toeach.other
each working on his or her own ~011 
The concept that a teacher 1hould be.ablete 
reach all of the 1tudents throupi one 
lecture is outdated. Education 11D to 
become specialized and indiviclualizec1,• 
Kulvicki said. 

COM recently tested the new c~t ia 
two Math courses with very good '1'.epOrts. 

Kulvicki said. 
"The students were able to work well by 

themselves and progress at different catcs with 
good results,• he explained. The students also 
preferred the Audiographics-assisted method 
over the audio-tapes heard in COM"s Math 
Leaming Center. 

Although students were able to work with 
the rudimentary equipment effectively, 
Kulvicki maintains performance levels will 
improve when specialized audiographic 
equipment is engineered. 

"Right now, everything we have is on the 
market as some other type of equipment and 
has been adapted for our purpo~ wifh 
specially-designed software," Kulviclci said. 

In the future Kulvicki's idea could give 
birth' to a whole line of equipment for schools, 
homes and commercial endeavors. 

-We have gotten a lot of help and 
equipment donated because private industry is 
aware of possible commercial implications," 
he said. 

"The plus of the whole thing? Not only 
will everyting have a record on the computer, 
but the special audiographic tablet a -person 
uses to enter information into the computer 
also leaves a written records," he said. "So .if 
there's a power failure or computer iiailurc, 
your transaction won't be lost. There will 
always be that written record.• 

Ultimately Kulviki hopes to gain a PhD. 
in Mathematics Education and •maybe a littk 
recognition.• But if all goes according to pla:a. 
COM-barely past its first decade-may bold 
three patents on a potential multl-billioa 
dollar industry. 

"Either COM can negotiate to sc1I tbe 
patents, or we may want to hold onto them. 
f:ither way, COM will be able to control 
design \lnd quality of equipment desiancd and 
used in Audiographics," Kulvicki concludes. 



Drop your guard 
for a minute. 

Even though you're 
in a two-year college 
right now, there are 
many aspects of the 
Army you might find very attractive. 
Maybe even irresistible. 

See for yourself. 

ROTC SCIIURSIIIPS 
If you're thinking of eventually 

going to a four-year college, it's not 
too early to start thinking about an 
ROTC scholarship. 

There are 2-year and even 1-year 
ROTC scholarships available. 

They cover tuition, books, and 
lab fees. Plus $100 a month living 
allowance. Naturally, they're very 
competitive. Because besides helping 
you towards your bachelor's degree, 
an ROTC scholarship helps you 
towards the gold bars of an Army 
Officer. It's worth looking into. 

WIIBS & A CHOPPER 
With two years of college under 

_y__our belt, you can get preferential 
consideration for Warrant Officer 
Flight Training. 

If you pass all the tests and 
qualify, you'll go through 40 weeks 
of rigorous and valuable training. 

You'll earn the distinctive bars of 
a warrant officer and the silver wings 
of an Army aviator. You'll have at 
least 175 hours of flight instruction, 
40 hours with a flight sitp.ulator, 4 
weeks night qualification, and 
enough classroom work in aerody
namics, meteorology and aerial 
navigation to last a lifetime. 

The result is a rewarding, 
responsible and prestigious position 
as an Army helicopter pilot. 

SI kllES FROM TIE START 
What you've learned in college 

has already earned you a promotion 
in the Army. 

It's true. If you join the Army 
with two years of college, you can 
start two pay grades higher. Instead 
of being an E-1 with an empty sleeve, 
you can come in as E-3 with stripes. 

It means about $60 more a month 
in your paycheck. And a lot more op
portunity in the lorlg run. Since you'll 
be literally wearing your education 
on your sleeve, your talents won't go 
unnoticed by your superiors. 

And starting out right can really 
help you make the most of the Army. 

You can get a $1,500 bonus just 
for enlisting in some Army Reserve 
units. Or up to $2,000 in educational 
benefits. 

You also get paid for your 
Reserve duty. It comes out to about 
$1,000 a year for 16 hours a month 
and two weeks annual training. 

9 
• 

A few years in the 
Army can help you 
get not only the 
money for tuition, 
but also the maturity 
to use it wisely. 

The Army has a program in 
which money you save for college 
is matched two-for-one by the 
government. Then, if you qualify, 
generous bonuses are added to that. 

So 2 years of service can get 
you up to $7,400 for college, 3 years 
up to $12,100, and 4 years up to 
$14,100. In addition, bonuses up to 
$3,000 are available for certain 4-
year enlistments in selected skills. 

Add in all the experience and 
maturity you can get, and you can 
see how the Army can send you back 
to college a richer person in more 
ways than one. 

We hope these Army oppor
tunities have intrigued you as well 
as surprised you. 

Because there is indeed a lot 
· the Army can offer a bright person 

like you. 
For·more information, send the 

coupon below. 
And there's a special 

program that lets you fit 
your Army Reserve active 
duty around your school 
schedule. 

-----------.. I Please tell me moreabout:D(2FR)ROTC Scholar-•
1 

It's something to con
sider. Because even if you 
went to a two-year college 
because it was less expen
sive than a four-year col
lege, you know by now that 
it still isn't cheap. 

ACHANCE 
TOIOmtWITH 

COIIBiF 
If you're thinking you 

might even go further with 
your college education, the 
Army can help there, too. 

ships, D (2WO) Warrant Officer Flight Training, 

I • (2ST) Stripes to Start, • (2SS) Army Reserve · 
Bonuses, D (2PC) Army Educational Benefits. I 

I NAME I 
I ADDRESS I 
I CITY STATE ZIP I 
I SCHOOL ATTENDING I 
I DATE OF BIRTH I 
I Send to: BRIGHT OPPORTUNITIF.S, P.O. BOX 1776 I 

MT. VERNON, N.Y. 10550 

I THII IITHEARMY I 
............... plcted. , 
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BOT Gets Presidential 
Recommendations 

by James Keller 
COM's Board of Trustees announced 

during its October meeting a November 
6 workshop on qualifications of new 
President for the college. 

BOT Member Ernest Deats 
suggested a workshop to be held to "lay 
groundwork for a search committee, 
and supply a final blueprint for for
mulation of qualifications for 
President." 

The All-College Council met 
November 5 to discuss qualifications 
for the "ideal" president. Recom
mendations signed by Chairman Paul 
Williamson, Robert P. Shinn, Robert 
Johnston, and Carolyn Davis were 
prefaced, "Although few people em
body all these characteristics, the ACC 
hopes this list will assist the BOT in 
finding the best person for the < open l 
position." 

ACC recommendations were sent to 
Dr. Donald Mortvedt, Dean of In
struction and Acting President. They 
were submitted to the 'BOT November 
6. 

The ACC recommendations read: 
"The President should have a deep 

commitment to the COM Prospectus 
and should be able to defend, im
plemP.nl 11nd arti_culate tl>P principlp,; 
outlined therein. He or she should be- a 
per!;on of vision. pro-active rather than 

Williamson 
Elected ACC 
Chairm an 

ByJames Keller 
CQM's All-College Council <ACC) 

elected new officers at its October 23rd 
meeting. 

Paul Williamson, Instructor Natural 
Sciences, was elected Chairman. 
Carolyn Davis, a student majoring in 
accounting, was elected Co-Chairman. 

ACC suspended all items on the 
agenda until · Williamson familiarizes 
himself with his duties . 

Members of the ACC are: Larry 
Stanley, Chairman, Division of Arts 
and Humanities; Robert Wennagel, 
Instructor, Division of Business; -
Dennis Kulvicki, Instructor, Division of 
Natural Sciences and Mathematics; 
James Templer, Division of Arts and 
Humanities. 

Also on ACC are Glenda Gillis, 
student; Beverly Douglas, Senior 
Secretary, Associate Dean of Con
tinuing Education; Zelda Rick, 
Director, Community Resources 
Development; Ron Middaugh, stud~nt. 

Others include Robert Shmn, 
Associate Dean, Learning Resources 
and Student Development; Robert 
Johnston, Director, Admissions
Registrar; Martha Griffin, Custodian, 
Buildings and Grounds; and Duke 
Drewry, Media Specialist, Non-Print 
Media. 

Ford Chosen 
by Joe Medina 

Angela Ford has been elected both 
Student Representative to the COM 
Board of Trustees and President of the 
Student Activities Board (COMSABl. 

Ford's plans as Student Represen
tative are to discuss COMSAB 
prohlems. 

"I'll get students more involved with 
issues at COM and promote school 
spirit, .. she said. . 

New Vice-President of COMSAB 1s 
Andrea Archie Leslie Callaway was 
t>lecled Secretary and Sheila Taylor is 
Treasurer. 

reactive, with the ability to predict and 
meet community needs. 

"He or she should be a service
oriented individual, with the im
provement of the teaching-learning 
process as a top priority. The President 
should maintain communication lines 
which perpetuate a climate of trust and 
openness within the college and com
munity, and should realize the im
portance of political sophistication in 
the many dealings with internal and 
external affairs. 

"Taking this leadership role at COM 
requires experience and knowledge in 
various aspects of the workings of a 
college. He or she should be familiar 
with special problems of budget 
preparation, instruction and student 
services, and buildings and grounds. 
The President should also be able to 
effectively handle the responsiblities to 
the Board and the State of Texas. 

"The All-College Council realizes the · 
difficulties associated with the selec
tion of a President. The ACC extends its 
offer to participate in this selection 
process and encourages the Board to 
exhaust existing resources prior to 
seeking outside consultants." 

HE;'c.~y:Jr{" \•.:;~u -~ya :.!~d t ~ . E"i~Jy h~, ,, 
said Board Chairman Bill Flaniken. 
referring lo responses of recom
mendations of qualifications for COM 
President. 

"Ample opportunities have been 
given for input," said Faculty 
Representative James Dobbins. 

Student Representative Angela Ford, 
absent from the meeting, was 
unavailable for comment. 

COM TSEA 
Member 
H.onored 

by Rebecca Freeman 

COM Texas Student Education 
Association <TSEAl chapter member 
Terri Tindall was recently one of five 
District Three representatives chosen 
to attend the January Student National 
Education Association (SNEA) con
vention in Nashville, TN . 

Tindall was elected representative by 
a two-thirds majority vote of District 
Three chapters attending the TSEA 
convention in Huntsville October 10-11. 

"It's quite an honor for a junior 
college student to be chosen," said 
Marty Dial, COM TSEA Chapter 
President. 

A freshman math major, Tindall is a 
first year TSEA member. 

"I really wanted to get involved in the 
organization," says Tindall. "I figured 
I might as well jump in head-first. 

"I was a little nervous when I had to 
get up in front of all those people and 
say why I wanted to be chosen," she 
says. "I really think that I can do a good 
job as representative." 

Tindall admits being "very excited 
about this once-in-a-lifetime op
portunity. 

"The experience should be very 
beneficial and lots of fw1 . I plan to do 
some sightseeing in Nashville and 
attend the Grand Ole Opry. I have 
never been there before and am really 
looking forward to the trip," says 
Tindall. 

Dickens Evening Held 
in Galveston 

by Mary Blair 
Galveston's Str and Nationa l 

Historical Landmark Distr ict will offer 
a glimpse of Victoriana during the 
Seventh Annual Dickens's Evening on 
the Strand December 6. 

Rain date is Saturday, December 13. 
The event runs one night only from 1 

to 10 PM. 
Admission is $3 for adults, $1 for 

students. Children under 12 are ad
mitted free. 

Admission fees go to Galveston 
Historical Foundation to be used in GH
F programs. 

Alfred Hyslop, internationally-known 
director-producer, will present A 
Christmas Carol in Gaiety Theater, 
third floor, 1870 Merchant Mutual In
surance Company Building, now known 
as the Henry Rosenberg Building. Only 
200 tickets are available for each 
performance at 3, 6:30 and 8 PM. Ad
mission is $2.50 per person, on a "first
come-first-served" basis. 

Last year, The Strand attracted more 
than 50,000 visitors from Texas and 
across the country. Featured en
tertainments include Northfolk 
Overland Express, Her Royal Highness 
Queen Victoria, the Price Consort and 
t1 (' RAal F.nrJly of -!.25::., _:a11ce:r:;;. 
carollers, puppeteer~. musicia~, m~ny 
Dickens characters, plus Victorian 
street people. 

Shops in Strand buildings and Covent 
Garden marketplace carts will offer 
merchandise. 

"In planning each year for this winter 
public event, we try to expand on one 
idea to make the event better. This year 
the emphasis is clothing," ~aid 
Evangeline Whorton, GHF V1ce
President. 

··we encourage everyone to dress the 
part. Some people choose t? h~ve 
outfits custom-made, rent V1ctor1an 
clothing, or improvise. We will help_the 
public dress for the Dickens's Evemng. 
We are happy to share clothing 
research packets to those who phone 
GHF at 765-7921," added Whorton . 

Any member of PHI THETA KAPPA 
who has not received a certificate of 
membership should contact the 
Fraternity office immediately. Cer
tificates date back as far as 1970. Call 
Brenda Rrown. ext. 315. 

College Day 
at COM 

by Vicki L. Steed 
COM's annual College Day will be 

held Tuesday, February 10, 9:30 til 
11 · :m AM in the Student Center. 

College Day, an information seminar 
organized by Robert Johnston, 
Director-Regislrail Admissions and 
Records. gives students a chance to 
talk with local college and university 
representatives. 

These representatives will have 
application packs and will_ be read~ to 
answer questions concermng hous1~g. 
financial aid. and transfering credits. 

Some institutions invited include 
l lT1 Austin). UH-CC. UH-CLC, A & M, 
and Sam Houston State University. 

For more information. contact 
.Johnston at ext. 263. 

Highlights 
of BOT 
Meeting 

by James Keller 
Requesting qualifications for the 

COM Presidency and business as usual 
were the principal issues of the October 
COM Board of Trustees meeting, held 
October 23 in the Board Room, Ad
ministration Building. 

Roland Smith, Director, Financial 
Services, submitted an energy con
sumption report. Consumption declined 
19.3 percent from 1978 to 1980 despite 
"one of the · hottest summers· on 
record " said Smith. Because of rising
energy' costs, COM's energy bill rose 
from $178,000 to $224,000. Since June 
1978 there has been a 22 percent 
decrease in use of electricity due to a 
four-day work week and new 
energysaving equipment. 

Dora McGehee, Office Supervisor, 
Admissions - Registrations - Records, 
presented an enrollment comparison 
report. Some 62 percent of COM's 
enrollment are female. Another 38 
percent are ma le, and 13.5 percent are 
sophomores. 

Tech-Voe enrollment surpassed 
Academics, a change from the previous 
two years . 1980 enrollment is up 11 
percent from 1979, with an average 7.8 
semester hours per student. 

The firm of Kirbo-Simmons sub
mitted a $297,000 bid for installation and 
cost of energysaving equipment <twice 
the estimate by Hammer Engineering 
Consultants l. The bid will be referred 
to COM's administrative staff, and 
attorney . 

After the October meeting, newly
(']ected !<'acuity Representative James 
Dohhins. 1 nstructor Division of 
Rusiness, said his goals are "to insure 
quality education at COM and present 
the BOT with primary issues." .. 

He cited the difficulty of retammg 
some faculty members, attributing the 
prohlem to low salaries. He would also 
like to he presented with input from 
faculty concerning the qualifications of 
a new President. 

The November-December BOT 
meeting will be held December 4. 



Editorials 
Student Representation 

by Vicki Steed 
Are COM students secondclass 

citizens? 
Students are not well-represented on 

the COM Board of Trustees. Student 
Representative Angela Ford may 
speak out only on issues when her 
opinion is requested by a BOT member. 

Ford is not, by virtue of her Student 
Representative office, affiliated with 
any campus organization. <She has also 
been elected president of COMSAB.) 

If students want to comment on, or 
have questions about, what happens at 
BOT meetings or on the campus, where 
do they go to get data? 

There is no specific student govern
ment set up to hear or act on student 
complaints. What was for several years 
student government was effectively 
disemboweled by creation of COMSAB, 
which is a small group hearing input 

So~p Operas 
by Armando Rodriguez 

A number of COM students at the 
Student Center are addicted to soap
opera watching. 

From 11 AM to 3 PM Monday through 
Thursday, COM students sit tensely 
through these American phenomena . 
Students laugh, sigh, yell, moan, and 
giggle, their eyes glued to the screen. 
Other COM students don't bother with 
soap operas because they don't care 
for them. Some students say they are 
here to get an education, not to watch 
soap operas. 

These 10-15 COM students who do 
watch soap operas regularly say, "Why 
not?" They have "good reasons" for 
watching--passing time for a class to 
start, using lunch hour, catching up on 
the story line. 

Soap operas today have become 
popular throughout America for both 
females and even males. Some people 
think others get too carried away. 

" It has gotten really ridiculous," said 
one student about others watching 
operas. 

But for soap fans , it 's "What will 
happen next?" that counts. 

Regular COM soap watchers usually 
sit and talk about precious soaps. They 

about stud nt activities only. 
For example, students have no ac

cess to the LRC elevators, and must 
walk three flights of stairs to reach 
classes. Faculty and staff may use the 
elevators . Students also can ' t ef
ficiently get from the LRC third floor to 
the mezzanine. But there's no effective 
system to hear such problems or take 
action on them, as there is no student 
government at COM. 

No viable procedures presently allow 
students any voice besides. numerically 
imbalanced participation on the All
College Council. We need an effective 
and responsible student government to 
protect basic student rights . 

Our Texas forefathers died for equal 
representation and human freedoms . 
COM students need to have student 
government re-established at this 
college, now. 

catch up on what happened the day 
before, speculate on what will happen. 
Who murdered who? Who is getting a 
divorce? Who is dying? Who had 
somebody else's baby? Who is getting 
married to who? 

Sybill is pregnant by Cliff, but wife 
Nina doesn't know. Erica and Tom 
battle about her modeling career in All 
My Children. General Hospital's Laura 
(who was raped by Luke) leaves 
husband Scotty. Later Luke and Laura 
run away together, and find themselves 
fleeing from the underworld. 

Is Heather really insane? On The 
Guiding Light, is Alan or Justin the 
"real father"? Did Jennifer murder 
Lucille Wexler? Will the villain Roger 
Thorpe rise from the dead again? 

Search For Tomorrow's Sonny 
Adamson--wi}I she die of a brain 
tumor? On As the World Turns will the 
evil Dr. John Dixon sue for custody of 
his baby boy by his ex-wife? Who will be 
a better wife for Grant Coleman- Lisa 
or Joyce? 

What will be the conclusion? Just ask 
anybody at the Student Center wat
ching soaps. Or stay tuned until 
tomorrow for another episode on .... 

U.S. Spending Not 
Problem, says Economist 

IO CSJ Americans are being 
"spoonfed" misinformation about the 
economy and evils of deficit spending, 
while real answers to the nation's 
economic woes are being buried, says 
one government economist. 

The U.S. economy is still among the 
strongest in the world, says Dr. 
Nicholas Masters, Executive Director 
of the House Budget Comtr,:ttee. He 
visited Political Science classes at COM 
recently and said the argument 
government deficit spending causes 
inflation is a " red herring" which hides 
real problems caused by a push for 
higher wages and a strong dependence 
on imported oil. 

Government spending is not the real 
problem, Masters said . 

"Local, state and national govern
ment spending totals show no deficit 
hut a surplus. Just using national 
government figures isn't fair . To 
calculate the true picture of govem
m ' nl spending. all government figures 
, , 1 110w a surplus." he said. 

' t ; .. 1onally. politicians have been 
reluct ... nt to tell the ,voters the 
economy·s inflation rate is directly 
connected to the push for higher wages. 
No voter wants lo hear he can't get a 
raise. so the argument against 
government deficit spending is raised. 
Masters added . 

Another. more recent, factnr in the 
rising cost of living is imr,orted oil and 
America's dependence on it. he stated. 

"1t·s not that there is an energy 
crisis . The price of imported oil is 

tightly controlled, and Americans insist 
on depending on it more and more," he 
said. 

The more consumers use imported 
oil. The more expensive it becomes and 
the higher the inflation rate climbs. 
Masters added. 

" But none of the politicians want to 
admit that the solution to America 's 
economic problems lie in cutting back 
and conserving. After all , they want to 
be re-elected ," he said. 

"Today, at this very moment, the 
solutions to inflation lie with con
sumers. Refuse to ti.ly something that 
is expensive. Refure to pay the high 
price of a new car. Quit riding around 
needlessly . Insulate ~•our homes, turn 
off the lights, cut credit spending. 
Those aren't easy solutions for a society 
which grew up believing it can have 
anything. hut those are the only 
solutions." Masters concluded. 

The Best of 
Bum 

The extraordinary humor of Houston 
Oiler Coach Bum Phillips, has been 
collected in a book, The Best of Bum: 
The Quotable Bum Phillips. Publication 
date was November 15. This new 
publication by Texas Monthly Press 
gathers Bum's one-liners, philosphical 
musings, and rally-starting exhor
tations into a handsome little volume, 
along with 25 photos of Bum and 
"Texas's Team" in action. 

Daycare on 
Campus? 

by James Keller 
" I'm sick of everyone complaining 

about not having a daycare center on 
campus without doing anything about 
it," says Janice Fowler, graphic arts 
major and mother of two. 

" I'm requesting people to write 
letters and sign a petition in favor of a 
childcare center on campus," says 
Fowler. She says lack of transportation 
and convenience are her motives for 
wanting a childcare center on-campus. 

Fowler's goal is to have 1,000 
signatures on the petition, and 100 
letters sent to COM Acting President 
Donald Mortvedt supporting a daycare 
center on-campus. 

Presently COM's daycare program is 
at Guardian School and Child Care 
Center in Dickinson. It is available for 
tech-voe students only. A childcare 
center on or near campus would be 
open to all student parents. 

Joe Rubio, Associate Dean, Tech-Voe 
Programs, and Janice Smith, Coor
dinator, Child Development Program, 
are in the process of completing a 
feasibility study concerning a childcare 
center on or near COM's campus. The 
study will be submitted to Mortvedt in 
the near future. 

"There would be many benefits for 
the college. Enrollment would go up, 
and the college could make money with 
increased contact hours. I'm sure more 
people in the community would go to 
COM if quality child care were 
available near the college. We know 
from national statistics parents choose 
daycare centers with convenience as a 
criterion," says Smith. 

According to Smith, child develop
ment majors need a daycare center 
near the campus. 

"We need a model of excellence for 
child development students to carry 
into their careers. If child care is not 
available, women who could go to 
college otherwise may not be able to. 
The majority of colleges with childcare 
programs have a center on or near 
campus," she said. 

Bill Flaniken, Chairman, COM Board 
of Trustees, feels a daycare center on 
campus would be in competition with 
nurseries in the community who are 
taxpayers and COM benefactors. He 
also said it would be costly. 

The amount of contact flour funding 
generated by tech-voe students with 
children in the childcare programs, 
totaled $33,000 from the 1980 spring and 
fall semesters. 

Motorcycle 
Safety 

by Joe Medina 
Motorcycle Safety Foundation held a 

safe riding course October 2-5 to teach 
non-riders, beginners, and experienced 
riders . 

It was sponsored by the Texas 
Motorcycle Roadriders Association. 

New cycles, necessary equipment, 
and books were provided for the 20 hour 
course. Tuition was $30 per person. 
Anyone 12 or older could participate, 
though those under 15 needed parental 
consent and the ability to touch the 
ground while sitting on a cycle. 

Motorcycles have become an im
portant mode of transportation in the 
past few years as gasoline prices 
soared. 

For information concerning 1981 
classes, call Traffic Safety Coor
dination Program. ext. 25!1. 

Child 
Development 
Program 

A unique new program at COM is 
bringing local day care experts, 
academic training, and practical ex
perience together for a two-year 
Associate of Applied Science Degree in 
Child Development. 

The degree will transfer into UH
CLC's Teachers of Young Children 
Program . 

The Child Development Program 
expanded its courses to include the two
year degree for the first time this fall. 
Now COM students have the option of 
going for certification in a one-year 
program or continuing on to a senior 
institution. 

Jan Smith, coordinator for the Child 
Development Program at COM says 
this two-year program is unique in four 
ways . 

--It features maximum tran
sferability into the University of 
Houston at Clear Lake's Education 
Program. 

--It offers five areas of specialization. 
-The curriculum was designed by 

local child care experts in centers all 
over the county. 

--Approximately 50 percent of the 
training will be spent in actual work 
with children in various day care 
centers in the area . 

The one-year Technical-Vocational 
Program, which enters its third year 
this fall, has already grown from 15 
majors in its first year to 59 majors in 
1979-80. 

Although the majority of students in 
both programs and in the non-credit 
courses are currently employed in day 
care centers, Smith said the new two
year program should be attractive to 
those who want to work with children 
and get a degree in education. 

Teaching every subject from Fur
niture Making to Budgeting of Day 
Care Centers, the Child Development 
Program has more than 75 majors 
enrolled for the fall . 

More than 30 day care centers on the 
Mainland are involved in the program 
either as on-site training centers for the 
students or as advisors for curriculum. 

" It is estimated that more than 50 
percent of mothers work now. If a 
mother works fulltime, a child can 
spend 50 percent of his waking hours in 
a day car center,'' Smith said. "So day 
care center owners and workers are 
eager to provide convenient , quaHty 
care. With those kinds of numbers, day 
care centers have got to be good." 

Glamour 
Competition 

COM students are invited to par
ticipate in Glamour Magazine's 1981 
Top Ten College Women Competition . 
Young women from colleges and 
universitities throughout the country 
will compete in Glamour's search for 
ten outstanding students. A panel of 
Glamour editors will select winners on 
achievement in academic studies , in 
extracurricular activities on campus, 
or in the community . 

The 1981 Top Ten College Women will 
be featured in Glamour's August 
College issue. During May. June or 
July , the ten winners will be invited to 
New York to meet the Glamour staff 
and will receive a $500 cash prize. 

The deadline for submitting an ap
plication to Glamour is December 15. 
19!10. 
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Profile .. 

Charles 
McDaniel 

by Vicki Steed 
Charles McDaniel has joined COM's 

Humanities Division recently as an 
instructor in the Total Learning Center 
<TLC). 

McDaniel comes to COM from Texas 
A&M. He has a BA in philosophy and an 
MA in English. His specialty is in 
composition and rhetorical writing. 

"I wanted to continue my graduate 
work, but I felt I needed some work 
experience. Since the Texas City area 
has been my home for most of my life, 
COM provided a perfect opportunity to 
apply my skills as a teacher and remain 
close to my family," he said. 

"My goals for students are to help 
them develop the specific grammatical 
and organizational skills necessary for 
English 131," he says. 

Area theatregoers may recognize 
McDaniel as the Duke from the recent 
COM production of Shakespeare's 
Comedy of Errors. He has also ap
peared in local productions of The Lone 
Star, Godspell, and Annie Get Your 
Gun. 

McDaniel enjoys singing, writing, 
and sports. 

"I plan to audition for Pippin, and I'm 
in the process of writing a play for the 
COM New Playwrights Series," he . 
said. · 

B. Lee Yom 
by Rebecca Freeman 

"Psychology is a part of me," says 
Dr. B. Lee Yorn, COM instructor, 
Division of Social Sciences. "I have 
been involved with psychology almost 
all my life." 

Yorn received her Ph.D . in 
psychology from UH in 1974 and joined 
CO M's faculty that year. Presently, she 
teaches Introduction to Psychology 231, 
Child Growth and Development 233, 
Social Psychology 237, and Statistical 
Methods in Behavioral Sciences 238. 

She enjoys teaching all areas of 
psychology, but finds the study of 
statistics most challenging. 

"Statistics is my favorite part of 
psychology," says Yorn. "What is true 
today may not be tomorrow. We are 
always searching for the perfect 
method." 

A curious person, Yorn feels the study 
of psychology gives students insight 
and helps them view things from dif
ferent angles. . 

"Each year, I find students more 
anxrous to learn about psychology," 
says Yorn. "It seems to be a very 
popular course at many colleges." 

Yorn believes interaction between 
students and faculty is one advantage 
of teaching at COM. 

·•smaller classes allow an instructor 
to better tend needs of individual 
students. This is definitely an asset of 
this college." 

Motivation is the key to learning, 
according to Yorn. 

"It is a pleasure to teach motivated 
students. This keeps me going and 
striving to do the best job I can," says 
Yorn. 

In her spare time, Yorn reads as 
many psychology journals as possible. 
She also enjoys attending concerts and 
has a tremendous love of music. 

"My childhood dream was fo become 
a eoncert pianist," admits Yorn. "But I 
really love teaching psychology and 
hope to do so for quite some time." 

l 

Nevv Choral 
Group 

by Joe Medina 
Essence of Success, formed October 

7, is comprised of COM students in
terested in singing spiritual music. 

According to EOS president Calvin 
Arnold, students, faculty and staff are 
all welcome to participate in the group. 
EOS meets Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 4-5 PM in FA 110. 

Arnold, Vice-President Randy 
Hamilton, accompanist Herman 
Solomon, and directress Vicky Dorsey 
make up the new group's leadership. At 
present, EOS includes 21 members and 
four sponsors. 

Leroy August, assistant director 
Career Decisions-Student Life; 
Dorothy Crockett, reading lab 
assistant, TLC; Beverly Douglas, 
Senior Secretary for associate dean for 
continuing education; and Sadie Poole, 
Director, Senior Adults Programs, are 
current sponsors. 

EOS will perform at an honors dinner 
to be held December 13 at 11 AM in the 
Student Center for COM's senior adults 
program. 

For more data, contact Arnold, 
Hamilton, or Douglas at ext. '1!51. 

COM Briefs 
Dr. John Hubisz, physics instructor, 

has been elected Vice-President of the 
Texas Section of the American 
Association of Physics Teachers at that 
group's annual meeting in 
Uvalde ... Graphics instructor Sandra 
Devall was asked to participate in the 
Mid-American Vocational Curriculum 
Consortium. Only one graphics arts 
instructor from each state in the 
eleven-state area was asked to par
acipate in this first effort to produce a 
common set of teaching materials and 
objectives ... COM Community Theatre 
Executive Director Jack Westin 
recently returned from the SW Theatre 
Conference in Austin, where he was a 
guest 'Speaker. He chaired a panel 
discussion on the nature of college 
involvement with community 
theatre ... Terri Tyndall, Debbie Tyson, 
April Dennard, and Carolyn Davis 
were selected by the District Con
vention of the Texas Student Education 
Association to participate in state and 
national activities. Tyndall was one of 
five students to·represent District III at 
the National Convention. 

Dorothy 
Cathcart 

by Jeff Martin 
''I like the people here and having 

direct contact with students," says 
Dorothy Cathcart, senior secretary of 
COM's Social Science Division. 

Cathcart's job is a "learning ex
perience every day, not. just a 
monotonous job," she says. 

Her responsibilities include typing 
tests for instuctors, seeing instructors 
have materials for classrooms, taking 
telephone messages, correspondence 
handling, PR work, and setting up 
appointments for students with their 
instructors. 

A La Marque native, Cathcart 
graduated from La Marque High and 
later attended COM. She joined the 
staff here June 1967. 

"It's been a nice experience see.ing 
the college grow," she said. "Manual 
Urbina and I were the first faculty and 
staff officers at COM." 

Before coming to work for COM, 
Cathcart was employed by the La 
Marque Chamber of Commerce, First 
National Bank of La Marque, and 
Monsanto. She currently is a member 
of the LM-TC Noon Business and 
Progressive Women's Organization, 
and American Business Women's 
Association. · 

She is currently chairman of the 
Woman of the Year Scholarship for the 
B&PWA. 

Mother of three and grandmother of 
four, she is married to Robert A. Cath
cart, owner of Mainland Tile Company. 
Daughters Linda and Vickie are 
married. Son Robbie is a junior at La 
Marque High. 

Her hobbies include reading, travel, 
fishing. She works 7 AM-6 PM Mondays 
through Thursdays in the Social 
Science offices. 
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Texas Artists 
Some of Texas' best artists are 

represented in COM's present exhibit in 
the Art Gallery, running through 
December 20. 

Spons.ored jointly by COM and the 
Texas Fine Arts Association, the 19-
piece show is a cross-section of national 
winners in the association's annual 
competiton. Five artists from Texas 
are included in the exhibition, which 
features work of artists from 13 other 
states and the District of Columbia. 

"We are very fortunate to have been 
chosen as a stop in this prestigious 
national tour," said Art Gallery 
Director Jean Wetta. 

"This is the sixty-ninth year for this 
particular competition and show. It has 
a very good national reputation," she 
added. 

Three Houston artists will be 
represented in the show: Richard 
Fluhr's serigraph entitled "At the Y;" 
Stephanie Kaldis' oil and pencil on 
paper entitled "Balthazar's Palm," 
and Suzanne Paul's "Portrait of 
Mercedes : The Season of the Year." 
Other Texas artists representeainclude 
Cindy Hurt of Dallas and Heather 
Edwards of San Antonio. 

Linda Cathcart, Contemporary Arts 
Museum in Houston, was juror for the 
show, which had an increase in entries 
of fifty percent this year. 

Founded in 1911, Texas Fine Arts 
Association has more than 3,000 
members and offers regional, state, 
national and high school exhibitions 
annually. It publishes a newsletter for 
artists and organizations, serves as an 
information center, provides members 
with a credit union and group health 

insurance, and features travel tours 
and statewide conferences for new 
members. TFAA also furnishes pieces 
to public buildings on Joan. 

Valedictorian 
Graduate 
At COM 

by Eddie Cruse 
Ellen Broker, La Marque valedic

torian, is taking advantage of COM's 
free tuition and fees to those graduating 
highest in high school classes. 

Graduating top of her class of 350, she 
is in her first year at COM. She likes the 
atmosphere and would recommend 
COM to anyone, she says. 

"I really like the teachers out here. 
They all seem to care, which isn't the 
case at big universities," she said. 

"COM gets a student accustomed to 
college without taking away the 
friendliness and helpful teachers." 

Broker, an undecided major, is 
leaning towards engineering, taking 
courses in chemistry, calculus, 
economics, and political science. She 
plans to transfer to UT Austin next fall. 

"I don't think I'll have trouble at UT 
after spending a year at COM," she 
said. "COM was the best choice for me. 
It doesn't bother me most of my friends 
have already gone off to college." 

Knowing she "made the right 
decision," she will miss the helpful 
teachers and friendly atmosphere after 
attending a year at COM, she said. 

She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert C. Broker of La Marque. 

James Templer 
by Mark Reid 

A commercial says, "Inside every fat 
person is a thin one trying to get out." 

Every person has a talent trying to 
get out, says COM instructor of art 
James Templar. 

Both an artist and a teacher, Templar 
always had the urge to go into art, but 
was never really aware of it. 

"Art is Jearnable, but it takes work 
and patience. Art isn't a skill, but a 
discipline of many complex skills," he 
says. 

Templar originally was a pre-dental 
major. After two years of pre-dental 
study, he knew he was not cut out for 
that field . 

"I really didn't care about the Jab 
work, the microscopes, and the ter
minology which went with pre-dental 
study," he says. 

Besides his own change of feelings, he 
saw , the world around him was 
changing. , The Viet-Nam War in
terrupted Templar's college studies. 

"I was going to enlist anyway, so it 
didn't bother me a great deal. The 
army days pushed me more towards 
my first love - music. I always enjoyed 
music . While in the army I played in 
bands," he says. 

Because of his love of music, Tern-

plar thought of majoring in it when he 
returned home. But that idea never got 
off the ground. 

His teaching career at COM ~ame 
about after he realized, "Neither I nor 
any other- modern-day artist could 
make a decent living from selling 
works." Because of this, Templar was 
advised by his friends and family to 
pursue an MA degree in art and teach. 

After graduating in 1975, he became 
an established artist. Templar has been 
working in art for more than 10 years. 
He has participated in contests and won 
awards since 1970. Now 35, Templar 
has taught at COM for four years. 

"Making a living in art," Templar 
says, "isn't easy. The salary isn't bad. 
It's just inflation. Most teachers 
elsewhere make a lousy salary, but 
here at COM I have a good salary," he 
said. 

Templar's personal favorite artists 
include Rembrandt, who he says is his 
favorite. He's also fond of Vermeen, 
Van Gogh, Dieben Korn, Kataj, and the 
post-impressionists. 

Templar will never be out of art. 
"More than likely I will move on as a 

part of growth - not disatisfaction," he 
concludes. 



Counseling 
Saves 
Money 

Some.87 high school students recently 
saved themselves more than $80,000 
collectively by taking advantage of 
COM's Counseling and Appraisal 
Center. 

Roy Walker, chief examiner and 
coordinator of the Center, says students 
from Texas City, La Marque, and 
Dickinson High Schools took advantage 
of the Credit by Examination program 
at COM and earned more than 900 hours 
of college credit while they were still in 
high school. 

To petition for the credit earned by 
examination, all students are required 
to enroll in COM either concurrently, 
while they are still in high school, or in 
the summer or fall terms, Walker said. 

Fourteen of the students tested last 
spring are currently enrolled . for the 
fall term at COM and will have earned 
more than 150 hours of college credit 
through the examination program, 
Walker added. 

Writing 
Courses 
Offered 

" How to Make Money By Writing" 
will be the focus of several newly
revised courses at COM during the 
Spring 1981 semester, according to Kit 
van Cleave, instructor . 

Journalism 211 (Wednesdays at 2 
PM) has been revamped · into a 
magazine writing course, and will 
emphasize techniques in selling . non
fiction to national magazmes . 
Production of a magazine is part of the 
course, though J 211 students will only 
do the writing. 

English 2"35--creative writing--will 
emphasize fiction writing in the spring, 
but students interested in writing 
JX>etry are also welcomed. The focus of 
this course will include how to seek 
markets for short stories and novels, 
writing the cover letters, self-editing, 
and which markets pay the most money 
for fiction. 

English 236--technical writing--will 
offer a workshop-style course in writing 
on the job or for the technical 
marketplace. 

Sports 
Day 
Scenes 

In addition, the ongoing journalism 
program is open to all students. 
Journali:m 132, reJX>rting, and its lab 
<Jl~l) have no prerequisities. Jour
~hsm 232, a sophomore-level course, 
1s a study of writing for publication. 

Related courses, according to van 
Cleave, are Art Photography, taught by 
Mona Marshall, and several graphics 
design courses offered by Sandra 
Devall. 

-TSEA . 
Convention 

by Rebecca Freeman 
COM Texas Student Education 

Association (TSEA) attended the TSEA 
District Three Convention in Huntsville 
Oct. 10-11. 

COM-TSEA chapter member Terri 
Tindall was chosen one of five District 
Three representatives to attend the 
January Student National Education 
Association (SNEA) Convention in 
Nashville, TN. 

Carolyn Davis, COM Second Vice
President, April Dennard, Secretary, 
and member Debbie Tyson volunteered 
for training to evaluate U.S. college 
curriculums as members of the 
National College Accreditation for 
Teacher Education (NCATE). 

TSEA members attended convention 
workshops on such topics as inner
personal skills, stress, and the use of 
the newspa{ler in the classroom. 

Marty Dial, COM TSEA Chapter 
President, felt the convention was both 
educational and enlightening. 

"The convention gave TSEA mem
bers the chance to share ideas and 
techniques. Hopefully, more COM 
education majors will become involved 
in TSEA this year. The organization 
offers many valuable benefits for its 
members," said Dial. 

Topics for future presentations in
clude "Discipline in the Classroom" 
and "Problems Facing Today's 
Teachers." 

TSEA members are presently selling 
Christmas candles ($3) and paperback 
books ($3.95) to raise money for these 
programs and the TSEA state con
vention in March. The books, entitled 
"Why Your Child Can Read," tel! what 
parents can do to improve their 
children's reading ability. 

Anyone interested in joining TSEA 
should contact Janith Stephenson, 
SJX>nsor, at ext. 322. 

Photographers 
Enchanted by Rock 

· by Mary Blair 
"I wanted to take the learning ex

perience outside the classroom," said 
Mona Marshall, COM art and 
photography instuctor, when asked 
about the 25-27 photography field trip to 
Enchanted Rock. 

Some 15 members of photography 131 
& 231 with their friends spent the 
weekend camping at the site near 
Fredericksburg. 

The photographers wanted to ex
perience a different landscape. En
chanted Rock was given its name by 
superstitious Indians confused by 
groaning and crackling noises it made 
when expanding in the hot rays of the 
sun according to Cynthia,Brown. 

The trip was a "success" says 
Marshall because students had a 
chance to apply what they had learned 
in the classroom. 

"We hope to make it a biannual event 
, for the Spring and Fall semesters 
only\." she added. 

The photography class for the Spring 
:;emester will emphasize basic 35mm 
camera handling, darkroom processes, 

Women's 
Runfest 

COM held its Third Annual Women's 
October Runfest, October 4. 

Organizers of the fitness event 
reported 143 finishers received T-shirts 
featuring the Runfest logo for their 
efforts in 5 kilometer and 10 kilometer 
distances. Women 's October Runfest is 
open to all females regardless of age, 
and entrants may walk, jog or run 
either distance. 

Taking trophies for best overall 10k 
times were : first- Susan Van de Water 
of Galveston, 42: 12 ; second- Janice 
Simmons of Galveston, 42 :'22; third
Latasha Gary of La Marque, 42:41. 
Receiving trophies for top rankings in 
3k were: first-Kristi Kennedy of Clear 
Lake City, 21 :22; second-Mindy Fritsch 
of Pearland, 21 :51: third-Jean Walker 
of Pearland, 22: 12. All trophies for 
Runfest were donated by Gulf Coast 
Trophies of Texas City. 

ancl eff Pctive use of camera technique. 
(h1 rnng a camera is not a prerequisite. 
For more info. call ext. 348. 

Belly 
Dancing 
Seminar 

by Armando Rodriguez 

"Belly dancing is lots of fun, but is 
also hard work," said Saloma, whose 
belly dancing classes are regularly 
SJX>nsored by Belly Dance Hafla and 
COM's Physical Education Depart
ment. 

"I have been belly dancing for the 
past 20 years, and I just love it," said 
Saloma. 

Saloma was featured at a two-day 
seminar on Middle Eastern Dance held 
mid-October at the gym. Members of 
Belly Dance Hafla were featured in 
classes including general body 
awareness, use of veils, "spirit of the 
winds," floor work, shimmies and zills. 
Students, teachers and professionals 
learned these dance routines in the 
workshop. · 

"It takes practice to get into the 
swing of this dancing," said Saloma, "I 
have been teaching belly dancing at 
COM for the past four satisfying years. 
Everybody seems to enjoy the classes. 

"At least 40 professionals are signed 
up in our two-day workshop. We teach 
Egyptian-to-Greek ethnic dancing. We 
start with the basics of body awareness, 
then introduce the use of two vejls with 
glasstones, and a cabaret skirt," said 
Saloma. 

Belly dancers usually maintain a 
slim figure to have more freedom in 
movement. 

Saloma first saw the dance 20 years 
ago in Boston. 

"I saw itas good entertainment and a 
beautiful dance so I started studying," 
said Saloma. 

Belly dancing is more than 1000 years 
old, and has many different styles. 
Saloma, who owns a dance studioin San 
_Leon, is president of Belly Dance Hafla , 
a non-profit educational organization. 
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Search Committee's 
Secrecy Dravvs Fire 

by James Keller 
"I don't know about the 

other (Board of Trustees) 
members, but I don't care 
what people think," said BOT 
President Bill Flaniken about 
the controversial Board de
cision to keep the search 
for a new COM President 
confidential. 

In a late Fall 1980 semes
ter decision, the BOT agreed: 

• To use off-campus offices 
(the COM-owned Presi
dent's House at 8619 Twelve 
Oaks Drive) for interviewina. 

eTo hire a secretary " not 
employed at COM" to pro
cess the commitee's paper
work. 

• To include only trustees 
on the search committee, 
"to keep applicants' iden
tities confidential ," accord-

. ing to Flaniken. 
• To use Flaniken's per

sonal P. 0 . box as a recep
tacle for applications. 

The BOT did ask for re
commendations for Presi
ri"11!·a1 qt..J"ficc. im~s f· o:;i 
the COM community. But 
said Flaniken, the BOT " is 
not required to consider any 
of them." 

No faculty, staff, adminis
trators, or students will be 
active participants in the 
search or selection orocess. 

The decision to keep se
lection of COM's new Pre
sident closed drew fire from 
several areas of the COM 
community. 

"I'm disappointed faculty 
and staff are not involved 
actively in the process. It's 
a critical decision which will 
affect us all," said Larry 
Stanley, Chairman, Division 
of Arts. 

Stanley said a space on 
staff applications exists to 

indicate if applicants don't 
want present employers 
contacted. Confidentiality 
can· be decided by each 
individual applicant for the 
job, he said. 

Flaniken has said the BOT 
will not disclose names of 
applicants until five final 
candidates have been screen
ed, interviewed and chosen. 
This procedure is to ensure 
confidentiality and protect 
applicants from actions 
against them by present 
employers. 

But Stanley said for a 
person to be fired for apply
ing for position of college 
president at another insti
tution would be "quite ir
regular." He expects the 
issue to "heat up" in the 
near future. 

"If we're moving toward 
an open democratic system, 
this process ought to be 
open. The COM community 
should have a chance to 
share in the procedure, " 
s.:.;d Larry 5mith, Ci1 c11t 

man, Health/PE/Recreation 
Department. 

"I think (confidentiality) 
goes against the COM philo
sophy," Smith said. " We 
have a personnel office 
which should be utilized" 
for the screenings, he said. 

A recent COM College 
Bulletin stated the BOT was 
not adhering to suggestions 
outlined in a document to 
set guidelines for the search
and-selection process. 

"One should read ·the en
tire Presidential Search 
document before arriving at 
any conclusions," Flaniken 
said. 

An "outside secretary" 
will be used because the 
BOT do·esn't want to hinder 
present duties of any COM 

secretary, and does not wish 
for any COM employee to 
be held responsible for a 
"news leak," Flaniken said. 

The BOT President said 
he doesn't feel those oppos
ing the BOT procedures are 
"as concerned as they say 
they are." He said he has 
not been approached by 
anyone opposed to the pro
cedures, but heard of op
position through " third par
ties." 

The " Presidential Search" 
document resulted from a 
survey of two-year public 
colleges which sought a 

• new president by using a 
search-and-selection com
mittee. Some 12 percent used, 
committees comprised ot 
trustees only. Another 82 
percent had faculty on the 
committees. About 88 percent 
had students. and 24 oer
cent naa no trustees. 

In anothe1 survey, 65 re
cently-appointed two-year 
public col lege Pres idents 
Vvel e a "e'ti ;f rr. e1 r can 1-
dacy was kept confidential 
until the time of their ap
pointment, some 39 replied 
yes, 15 said no, and 11 
said "somewhat. " 

COM faculty members 
were not selected for the 
committee because the pro
cess requires a great deal 
of time, said Flaniken. 

"Sometimes we work until 
eleven at night," he said. 

"The proper official chan
nel to convey opposition to 
the BOT's decision is through 
the President's office," said 
COM acting President Dr. 
Donald Mortvedt. 

In contrast, anyone with 
a problem may go directly 
to a BOT member, Flaniken 
said. 

BOT Announces Pres. 
Search Progress 

by James Keller 
Advertisements announc

ing the open position of COM 
President are receiving 
" reasonable responses ," 
reported COM Board of 
Trustees BOT President 
Bill Flaniken at the BOT 
January meeting. 

Brochures and applica
tions are being sent to each 
applicant. Replies are com
ing from "all over the nation" 
(up to 10 a day in past 
weeks) Flaniken said in the 
presidential search com
mittee report. 

Office space for screen
ing appl ications was too 
expensive, Flaniken said. 
"The committee has opted 
for ex-President F. Taylor's 
house in Twelve Oaks sub
division for the process," he 
said. 

A resolut ion calling for an 
April 4 eiection for two seats 
on the BOT was adopted. 

The seats are presently 
occupied by Dr. Robert 
Green and Ernest Deats, 
whose terms end April 1. 
Candidates for the positions 
must be qualified registered 
voters of the COM district. 

Revisions in the COM 
Prospectus (a document 
stating COM's educational 
philosophy and goals) were 
announced by Green. 

"We ve cnanged termino
logy without altering the 
philosophy," he said. The 
revisions will be submitted 
for approval at the next BOT 
meeting. 

The appointments of busi
ness instructors, Edd Noell 
and Gordon Sutter, were ap
proved, as well as the tenure 
of art instructor James 
Templer. 

The 1981-82 college cal
endar was adopted af ter the 
BOT was satisfied it would 

correlate with local school 
district's holidays. 

Students desire use of 
COM facilities for a Valen
tine's Day "Sweethearts 
Dance," reported Student 
Representative Angela Ford. 

A debate was held on 
whether to accept or reject 
a $297,000 bid for the in
stallation of energy conser
vation equipment by the 
firm of Kirbo-Simmons. 

Kirbo-Simmons' bid, 
submitted in October, is al
most twice the $150,000 
estimate COM consultant 
Hammer Engineering has 
supplied. 

Because Kirbo-Simmons 
is the only contractor to 
submit a bid , COM will again 
solicit bids for the project, 
which received $54,000 in 
federal funds. 

Student Rep. Misses 
BOT Meetings 

by Kelli Schroeder · 
Illness in her family caus- fhis practice was discon-

ed COM Student Represen- tinued because holding 
tative Angela Ford to .miss both positions "puts lots of 
both October and November responsibilities on the 
Board of Trustees meetings. person. The Student Repre-

Ford is also president of sentative should represent 
the Student Activities Board the entire student body, 
(COMSAB). not just the SAB," says 

After Ford missed the first Shinn. 
meeting, "Dr. Warren Dod- The move to separate the 
son told me to get someone positions of Student Repre-
to go in my place when sentative and SAB Presi-
1 couldn't make it," she said. dent was made last year 

An "unspoken rule" is in order to "limit demands 
one of the other COMSAB on the student's time," said 
officers should attend any Dodson. Ford ran for, and 
BOT meetings which Ford won, both positions. Her 
cannot attend, according to status as Student Repre-
Dodson, Director of Student sentative is no\ affiliated 
Development. with COMSAB or any other 

"It's Angela 's responsi- organization. 
bility to provide the agenda In Ford's situation (as 
or any other information the well as those of people who 
substitute may need," held the double position in 
Dodson said. earlier years) the informal 

Unlike most colleges and provision for obtaining a 
universities, COM no longer substitute representative 
has a student government. from the SAB is feasible. 

" The old student coun- Ford thinks getting another 
cil was ineffective. It wasn't C<DMSAB member to take 
representative ot the student her place is her job, since 
body or responsive to the "I work closely with them 
needs of the student body," anyway." 
asserts Robert Shinn, As- The obtaining of a new 
sociate Dean for Learning COMSAB office has enabled 
Resources and Student De- them to contact each other 
velopment. "A general lack more easily, she said. But 
of interest in and lack of even with these "conven-
support of tne stuaent gov- iences," a breakdown in 
ernment prevailed for several communications prevented 
years. until finally; the the student representative 
Student Activities Board 

from making two BO r meet
ings. 

Student 
Discount 
Cards 

COM Buying Power cards 
are available free to credit 
students. 

Discounts of 10 percent 
are offered with the card 
at Ron's Krispy Fried Chic
ken; Johnny's Garage; Good
year Mainland Tire & ~p
pliance Company; Fortune 
Chinese Restaurant; Snider 
& Sons Transmission, and 
Dee's Pharmacy. 

Two 15 percent discounts 
are offered (Willi's #1 and 
#2). 

Interested students may 
pick up a card in Career 
Decisions/Student Life of
fice ,(Student Center, Room 

--:21 61. OU,.:;e houl s c1ro:: &-8 
p.m. Mondays through Thurs
days, and 8-Noon on Fridays. 

Deadline for accepting 
applications for May gradu
ation ceremonies will be 
March 17, according to 
Robert A. Johnston, Direc
tor of Admissions 

(COMSAB) was set up," 
Shinn said. 

COMSAB was created 
basically to recommend, plan, 

. and implement campus
wide activities. Originally 
the president of COMSAB 
also served as the Student 
Representative to the BOT. 

COM Women 
Security 
Conscious 

ACC 
Meeting 

by Jean M. Eversole 
The All -College Council 

(ACC) met January 27 at 
1:30 p.m. for the first time 
this semester. 

A committee was formed 
to study how problems 
between COM Press and the 
instructors could be solved. 
Instructors present at the 
meeting felt COM Press 
service too slow. Discon
tinuation of "while you wait 
copying" hinders them 
further. 

A second committee was 
formed to investigate high 
cafeteria prices. 

ACC members are: stu
dents - Carolyn Davis, Glen
da Gillis and Ron Middaugh; 
faculty - Paul Williamson 
(acting president); staff -
Duke Drewry; and secretary 
Beverly Douglas. 

All meetings are, open. 
All members of the COM 
community are welcome to 
contac t ACC w ith com
plaints and suggestions. 

by Nicky Delange 
There's no evidence to 

show that increased numbers 
of women students across 
the IJ.S. lead to campus 
crimes. But that doesn't 
mean a thing to women who 
are working here at night, 
taking or teaching classes, 
and fear being a random 
participant in in incident. 

An overall total of female 
students (credit and non
credit) during Fall 1980 
semester was more than 
3,800. Additionally, violent 
incidents increased on the 
campus. In Spring 1981, 
COM's security forces were 
expanded, and women staf
fers and students are taking 
definite precautions. 

''..A friend of my husband 
taking the same course I 
am always walks me to my 
car," one female student 
says. 

Several other women 
said the buddy system was 
their solution. Two or more 
of them arrive on campus 
together. When they leave, 
they leave together, making 
sure each reaches her car 
safely. 

One student, whose car 
was vandalized in the COM 

parking lot last fall in broad 
daylight, commented she 
had seen a COM security 
guard "for the first time" 
one night recently. 

Another student said her 
parents know exactly what 
time to expect her to arrive 
home from evening classes. 

"If I don't show up on 
time some night, they'd be 
'right out here to find out 
what happened," she says. 

Only one student inter
viewed said she walks to 
the parking lot alone at 
night. Before walking to her 
car, she checks out the area 
carefully and returns to the 
building if she sees anyone 
suspicious-looking. 

One student said she 
carries a repellent to spray 
would-be attackers. Several 
students carry whistles to 
summon assistance. 

Locking car doors and 
checking back seats before 
getting in was routine for 
those interviewed. 

Female students are still 
willing to walk on the COM 
campus after dark, but the 
majority of them are doing 
.so warily. 



Editorial 
by Rebecca Lacroix 

On December 9, 1980, an electrical short in the main 
panel of the COM Learning Resources Center elevator 
created enough smoke to cause evacuation of the three
story building. The only way staff, faculty, and students 
could be cleared from the buildiog was by word of mouth. 
Secretaries and other staffers went into classes and . 
announced the possibility of fire. 

Campus Un-Navi
gable for Some 

Military Draft 
by Jack Steingas 

The 50 stars and 13 
stripes fly high above COM's 
campus. 

vice system to a readiness 
level required for emergency 
back-up to America 's pre
sently all-volunteer Armed 
Forces. It will build a PM I 
of names and addresses from 
which Selective Service can 
draw in times of need. COM has no central intercom system throughout the 

campus. The communication mechanism is telephone. 
No smoke alarms or evacuation routes are available on 
the campus. 

According to Acting COM President Donald Mortvedt, 
COM's central alarm system has been used only occasion
ally. Mortvedt said COM has not held one evacuation 
drill during the nine and one-half years he has been 
employed at COM. 

Henry Wilmore, COM's Director of Physical Plants, 
said the alarm is set off by the operator at COM's main 
switchboard. Wilmore also said fire extinguishers were 
biannually checked with recent inspection held January 6. 

Major Las Vegas and Harrison, NY, hotel fires emphasiz
ed the need for emergency awareness. At least 100 lives 
were lost in those two fires due to lack of fire prevention 
measures. 

COM needs to prepare for an emergency by making 
students, faculty , staff and visitors aware. Posters showing 
the quickest routes from buildings should be posted on 
campus walls. An extra page in course documents could 
explain fire evacuations and who to contact in case of 
discovering a fire. 

A coordinated effort between COM and local fire and 
police agencies could save wasted time in case of 
emergency. 

The need for planning is now, before another incident 
occurs. 

Work Conference 
•The average worker will 

change occupations four to 
six times in the future and 
will be retrained complete
ly at least four times. 

•Only four of the high
demand occupations in the 
job market will require a 
four-year college degree for 
entrance. 

•Learning in the future 
will preferably take the form 
of individualized, on-the-job 
training or computer simu
lation of work experiences. 

•work teams .of indivi
duals contributing some
thing unique to the group 
will become more prevalent. 

•Authoritar i an work 
organ izations will decline 
because of increasing job 
dissatisfaction . Workers 
will have to be trained in 
joint decision-making re
sponsibilities. 

•Knowledge managers 
will be an extremely power
ful occupation in the future. 

These concepts will be 
explored at a February 14 
conference on the Future of 
Work by Robert Theobald, 
author and futurist ; Dr. 
Nikki Van Hightower, wom
en's advocate; Attorney 
Rachel Suarez; Al G. Good
son, local labor leader; Da
mon Engle, manager of the 
Union Carbide plant; and 
COM's occupational faculty 
and staff. 

"Studies indicate that the 
impact of social, economic 
and technological changes 
on the worker and the work
place will be profound in the 
next 20 to 30 years," says 
Dr. Althea Choates, Tech
nical-Vocational counselor. 

Division. "This means a11 in
dividual worker can plan his 
career even in a period of 
unprecendented change." 

Special emphasis on the 
explosive growth of women 
in the nation's work force 
will be the focus of High
tower's morning presenta
tion and an afternoon work
shop by Suarez. 

"By 1990, over 61 percent 
of all women are expected 
to be in the labor force, 
up from 43 percent in 1970," 
according to Dr. Dorothy 
McNutt, chairperson of the 
Business Division. 

" The lack of equal pay 
and advancement on . the 
job, the need for support 
systems, training , and child 
care are issues which sur
face over and over again as 
major problems of working 
women. They need to be 
addressed and resolved," 
McNutt said. 

Affecting all workers, re
ports Claudia Cooper, chair
person of the Health Oc
cupations Division, will be 
how the worker prepares for 
a job, how the worker up
dates his training and how 
he interacts with manage
ment as part of the decision
making process. 

" The workplace also may 
be affected more by the 
continuing revolutions in 
values , consciousness, 
knowledge and equality 
than technological break
throughs," she states. 

Further information on 
the conference can be ob
tained by calling 938-1211, 
ext. 278 or 280. 

by D.J. Falco 
Reporter Falco spent one 

day in a Nursing Division 
wheel chair in order to get · 
this story. 

Are COM's "barrier-free" 
buildings in fact accessible 
to persons in wheel chairs? 

Try navigating the campus 
in such a chair and you'll 
find surmountable barriers 

and restrictions. 
One major problem for 

those in chairs is getting 
from the parking lot onto 
campus sidewalks. 

"I've had a hard time 
getting up on the curb by 
the Student Center," says 
student James Wales. He 
also says some ramps are 
"too steep." 

Other students noted ex
istence of a ramp near the 
Student Center bookstore, 
but none leading up to the 
snack bar area .. The only 
way wheelchairs can get to 
the snack bar is by going 
around the outside of the 
bulding and up a rather steep 
ramp on the west side of 
the building. 

This is complicated by a 
very heavy door with a high 
threshold , which makes 
entering virtually impos
sible without help. 

If all moveable walls were 
left open and tables arrang
ed to create an aisle, para
plegics could reach the 
snack bar from the main en
trance. But this isn't done. 

The library was not found 
to be " barrier free," as the 
symbol indicates, though 
recently a new, more gradual 
slope was added. 

Library aisles are too 
narrow for wheelchairs and 
desks are too short to use
the chairarms won't go 
under them. 

Other heavy doors on 
campus and doorways with 
high thresholds ct1tt1cult to 
roll over make some campus 
buildings non-accessible 
unless another student or 
staff member holds the door 
open. 

In other buildings, para
plegics are unable to drink 
water from fountains or 
make phone calls because 
such facilities were not in
stalled with handicapped 
people's input. 

The ramp at the west end 
of the Student Center was 
steep and difficult to nego
tiate, while the ramp from 
tne parKing lot to tne Arena 
Theatre proved in need of 
repair. 

George Miller, Assistant 
to COM's Acting President 
Donald Mortvedt, said the 
college was built at a time 
when there was not a great 
deal of awareness of pro
blems of the handicapped. 

"We are working toward 
correcting those mistakes 
making the campus acces-
sible to all persons," said 
Miller. "In the past decade alone, 

the U. S. Department of 
Labor dropped 8,000 jobs 
from the official listing of 
occupations; however, 6,000 
new ones were added. This 
tre.nd will accelerate." 

But the worker need not 
be at the mercy of change 
gone wild . 

BACH Seeks 
Volunteers 

" Shifts in the state of the 
economy, the introduction 
of new technology, and the 
development of new organi
zation and management 
techniques generally occur 
in an orderly and predictable 
fashion," reports Charles 
Mahaney, chairman of the 
Indust rial and Public Service 

The Bay Area Crisis Help
line, a cr isis intervention in
formation and referral ser
vice, is now recruiting vol
unteers. 

Persons interested in be
coming volunteers should 
be sensitive, empathetic , 
non-judgmental and good 
listeners. 

Volunteers are trained to 
li sten to others. The train ing 

course will enable the vol 
unteers to handle many dif
ferent types of calls-alco
holism, depression, rape , 
conflict, foneliness, suicide. 

Anyone 20 or older with 
a desire to develop strong 
communication skills, ex
pand personal growth or help 
others , call 488-7222 to 
volunteer for tra ining. 

Henry Wilmore, COM's 
director of physical plant , is 
the person in charge of the 
corrections . Wilmore re
quested and was presented 
with a list of discrepancies 
revealed in the investigation. 

Wilmore explained COM 
is making corrections in 
compliance with " 504 regu
lations," min imum require
ments set down by the gov
ernment. 

The blue in the U. S. flag 
stands for loyalty. The white 
represents purity, the red 
is for blood shed defending 
freedom. 

Young men born in 1962 
and1963 must now register 
for Selective Service. Men 
born in 1962 should have 
registered the week of Janu
ary 5. Those born 1963 or 
later must register within 
30 days of their 18th birth
days. 

Registration is designed 
to return the Selective Ser-

SAB Proposal 
by James Keller 

In an attempt to move all 
offices to the second floor 
of the Student Center, COM's 
Student Activities Board 
(COMSAB) has submitted a 
proposal to COM Acting 
President Dr. Donald Mort
vedt with recommendations 
for such a move. 

The recommendations in
cluded: 

• Move Student T.V. Lounge 
to Room 120. 

• Move all classes and 
seminars to upper level. 

• Establish Room 122 as 
game room, and 121 as quiet 
room for studying and eat
ing . 

• Establish Room 119 as 
COMSAB Office. 

• Clean off porch to pro
vide a bird-free outdoor eat
ing area. 

"Theoretically, tne pu ,• 
pose of the Student Center 
is to provide services and 
an atmosphere conducive to 
out-of-class activities of 
students," the proposal 
states. 

"If the Student Center 
must house programs now 
in it, it appears logical to 
have all offices on the sec
ond floor, except the offices 
of Director of Student Af
fairs and Career Decisions 
Counselor," it stated. 

Lett~r 
Editor 

to the 

Dear Editor: 
I hear rumblings and it's 

not Mt. Saint Helena or the 
earthquake in Italy. It's not 
even repercussions from 
the landslide election. No, 
it's the parents up-in-arms 
about who's going to tend 
the kids. 

Whether we like or want 
it, children are being cared 
for outside their homes. It 
should be everyone's con
cern as to what care is be
ing provided. 

In the December 1980 
issue of Inter-COM, an arti· 
cle appeared concerning 
the feasibility of a Day Care 
Center on the campus. 

It stated some of the pros 
and cons of what effect 
this would have on COM 
and the community. 

Adequate care of children 
should be at the top of the ' 
list when a person decides 
to enroll in courses at COM. 

A logical assumption 
would be increased enrol.1-
ment as well as better at
tendance if students could 
bring children to a quality 
Day Care Center on-campus. 

As a licensed Day Care 
owner and director (also a 
student), I am concerned 
with the accredability of the 
graduates of the Day Care 
program, if a controlled 
lab site is not provided on 
campus. 

The Day Care facility 
could now and in the future 
be set up so as· not to 
conflict with private owner 
Day Care business. To serve 
the needs of both day and 
night students, it most as
suredly would be an asset 
to both the community and 
COM. 

Doris Brents 
Director/Owner 

Teach-A-Tot Day Care 

Army Sergeant Corde 
Dennis of Galveston has 
suggest-ed Army enlistment 
programs of two to six 
years. Dennis says an aver
age of 16 men enlist each 
month from Galveston , 
Hitchcock and Santa Fe. 
In Texas City, Army Forces 
Recruiting Offices are locat
ed at 35_07 Palmer Highway. 

Secrecy 
by Armando Rodriquez 
COM 's administration 

usually conducts weekly 
meetings about new COM 
problems. But not all impor
tant facts discussed at these 
meetings are released to 
students , staff, faculty , 
other administrators, or the 
local media. 

COM's trustees and ad
ministrators have shown 
they are over-sensitive to 
criticism from both the in
ternal and external press. 
Lack of communication 
and information availability 
became an issue in Spring 
1979, when the issue creat
ed a student revolution and 
vote by staff and faculty of 
" no confidence" in the ad
ministration of ex-COM Pre
sident Fred A. Taylor. 

The problem is still with 
us. 

When big problems are 
discussed by administrators, 
all students, faculty, and 
staff should be Jnformed of 
solutions administrators 
are implementing. One area 
of closed communication is 
selection of the new COM 
President. 

COM students believe the 
new President should have 
a deep commitment to the 
COM Prospectus and defend 
its principals. The President 
should maintain communi
cation lines with all seg
ments of the COM com
munity so trust can be per
petuated on the campus. 

Budgets for the current 
semester's administration, 
student services, instruc
t ion, plant operations , 
maintenance, bookstore, 
food services, and grants 
should always be available 
on-campus and kept up-to
date. Documents for other 
areas of interest should 
also be available at a cen
tral location, so all segments 
of the COM community can 
know what's going on. 
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Key to Women's Defenses P.E. 
Events 

Physical Education and 
Recreation will offer the 
following during February: 

Small Business 
by Jack Steingas 

A woman alone walks 
from an evening COM class 
toward her car on the dark 
parking lot. She imagines 
herself already in her car 
and on her way home. 

ly defend herself if attacked? 
In most cases, the ans

·wer will probably be, "Yes." 
Variables? The victim's 
size, self-defense training, 
weapon held by attacker or 
victim, and her attitude. 

cars. 

eA Valentine's Racquet
ball tournament February 
13, 14 and 15. Divisions of
fered include Men's B, C 
and Novice, Women's C and 
Novice. 

The entry fee ($5 per per
son) may be paid at the 
COM Physical Education 
Building. The deadline to 
enter is Wednesday, Febru
ary 11 . 

• A hair care workshop 
on Wednesday, February 
18, 7-8:30 p.m. Tuition is 
$2. Sign-up deadline is Feb
ruary 13. 

Specialists from Foley's 
Hair Salon will discuss 
how to care for hair proper
ly, as well as how diet re
lates to the condition of 
one's hair. They will also 
discuss how to choose a 
personalized hair style, as 
well as conduct actual styl
ing demonstratiorrs. 

•A Jump Rope for Heart 
event on Saturday, Feb
ruary 21 at 9 a.m. in the 
Physical Education Build
ing. 

Participants will jump as 
members of a six-person 
team. Each team member 
will jump until tiring and then 
pass the rope to another 
team member. The sequence 
will be repeated for a maxi
mum of three hours. 

by Nicky De Lange 
Only five percent of all 

small businesses make it 
through the first five years, 
according to figures from 
the Small Business Admini
stration. 

Johnette Plantz, coor
dinator of Continuing Edu
cation (Business Division) 
at COM, is tr.ying to enlarge 
that percentage locally. 

By offering courses speci
fically aimed at familiariz
ing area businessmen and 
women with salesmanship, 
record management, ad
vertising and inventory 
control , she hopes to great
ly reduce the failure rate of 
95 percent predicted by the 
SBA. 

One major problem con
tributing to small business 
failure is money. 

"People don't have enough 
money to get through the 
first year or so," Plantz says. -
A course called "Operating 
a Small Buisness" is being 
offered to familiarize small 
business owners with realis
tic financing, as well as 
other factors involved in 
starting a new venture. 

Most courses will be 
taught by instructors involv
ed with small business. All 
courses are short. because 
those who enroll in them 

Auditions for 
Mousetrap 

Open auditions have been 
scheduled for Community 
Theatre's upcoming pro
duction of the classic mys
tery The Mousetrap. 

Director Reggie Schwan
der will be listening to in
terested persons read Sun
day. February 15 at 2:30 

p.m. and Monday, February 
16 at 7 p.m. at the theatre. 

The play has roles for 
five men and three women 
between the ages of 20 and 
55, with a particular em
phasis on individuals who 
can play character types. 

Enrollment Up 
Enrollment at COM contin

ues to climb as students re-, 
turned to the campus to be
gin the spring 1981 semester. 
six days a week, and then 

Preliminary enrollment 
figures show 2,634 students 
enrolled in credit courses 
this semester, a substan
tial increase over the 2,419 
figure in the fail. 

Dr. Robert Johnston, dir
ector of Admissions, attri
butes the upward trend in 
enrollment to economics as 

well as the individualized, 
personal approach to in
struction at COM. 

" COM is convenient and 
still charges the minimum 
amount required by law for 
tuition. The student-teacher 
ratio is excellent," he said. 

Final enrollment figures 
will be assessed after the 
twelfth class day but College 
officials are expecting at 
least a four to five percent 
increase over the fall enroll
ment, he added. 

Symms Project 
Jesse Symms, COM in

structor in electronics, re
cently completed a two-year 
project to design teaching 
materials for students in an 
11-state area. 

Symms, of the Division 
of Industrial and Public Ser
vice Occupations, was part 
of an 18-member task force 
selected by the Mid-Ameri
can Vocational Curriculum 
Corsortium to study and 
design teaching materials 
for Electronics. 

The group consisted of 
one electronics instructor 
from each state in the 11-
state area. Teachers from 
high schools, junior colleges 
and universities also. parti
cipated. 

The result of the group's 
efforts will be available next 
year as a comprehensive 
set of low-cost teaching ma
terials des igned to prepare 
students for jobs in Elec
tronics 

Basic areas covered in the 
materials include AC-DC 
theory and practices, trans
istor communications and 
digital logic, Symms said. 
In each of the areas the 
group outlined competency 
levels. established lectures, 
classroom performance 
levels and exercises, objec
tives and testing materials. 
The materials are self-paced. 
individualized programs, he 
added. 

All of the materials will 
be available to high schoo"i, 
college and university Elec
tronics programs for the 
cost of printing. The only 
condition of the consortium 
is asking is that materials 
be used , Symms said. 

Symms has been at COM 
for eleven years in the Elec
tronics Department He re
ceived his B.A.S. from the 
UH and master's degree 
from the Rochester Institute 
of Technology in Rochester. 
NY 

are usually busy keeping a 
business going while learn
lng better methods. 

Schec:tuling classes nas 
been difficult, according to 
Plantz, since most prospec- -
tive students work five or 
six days a week, and then 
must put in overtime. Courses 
are being offered on Satur
days and weekday evenings 
to accommodate as many 
local people as possible. 

Then. out of a corner of 
her eye, she sees a man 
running toward her. She in
hales suddenly, ready to 
scream. The man rushes by 
her, toward his own car. 

The woman's sigh of re
lief is almost audible. 

What could this woman 
do at COM if the man was 
not intent on his car, but 
on her? Could she physical-

Texas City Police have re
commended the following 
rules to women students 
for counteracting danger: 

e Stay away from un
lighted areas at night. Walk 
to and from classes with a 
friend or friends. 

e Park cars close to the 
last evening class, under 
a street light, and near other 

e If danger occurs, rush 
to any car horn available: 
Leaning on a car horn can 
bring help fast. 

e If physically attacked 
from behind, jam a shcie 
heel into the top part of the 
attacker's foot. If spun around, 
jam a thumb into either of 
his eyes. 

e Walk with a positive at
titude. Show self confi 
dence, never fear. If accost
ed, talk in a loud voice. 
If necessary, scream. Tlie 
right attitude can drive off 
attackers. 

One area Plantz concen
trates on is publicity. She 
feels thorough promotion of 
the Continuing Educations 
Department's small business 
program will not only insure 
its success but also help 
COM learn exactly what area 
businesses need to learn. 

Some courses offered this 
semester are Operating a 
Small Business, Inventory 
Control., Advertising, Select
ing a Microcomputer, Income 
Tax, and Financial Mana
gement (Alternative Financ
ing). 

Hammond 
Safety 

Heads Traffic 

Still in its early stages, 
the COM small business 
program is succeeding. Re
cently it was honored by 
being selected tG> partici
pate in the _ National Small 
Business Training Network 
of the American Association 
of Community and Junior 
Coll_eges, 

Although still a newcom
er at COM, Traffic Safety 
Coordinator Judy Hammond 
says she is already impress
ed with the h~lpful atmos
phere and the wide variety 
of courses. 

The Beaumont native is 
spending her second semes
ter managing the four-county 
Traffic Safety program which 
includes Galveston, Brazor
ia, Fort Bend, and Matagor
da counties. The Traffic 
Safety office is involved in 
"the Three E's of traffic 

Day Care Lab 

P!F~!!!!:!9 1 
COM's child care center Dodson. The total number 

is being expanded. on the petition was approx-
Graphic Arts student Jan- imately 600 signatures. 

ice Fowler went in Fall 1980 Dodson then gave acting 
to COMSAB and asked for President Donald Mortvedt 
help in getting signatures the petition, which is now 
on a petition to open a child being considered by COM's 
care lab. Board of Trustees, accord-

COMSAB agreed. ing to Associate Dean of 
The number of signatures Instruction Joe Rubio. 

needed on the petition was The child care lab will 
a minimum of 10 percent, serve all parents on campus 
according to Dr. Warren if the petition is accepted. 

Car Protection 
by Jack Steingas 

You park your car and 
rush to class. 

Will the car be there when 
you return? 

According to Texas City 
Police Sgt. L. C. Dawson, 
the first important protec
tion procedure is to roll all 
windows all the way up 
tight. Any valuables, such 
as cameras or luggage, 
should be locked in the trunk, 
the safest securable part of 
any car. Don't leave check
books, bankbooks, or other 
money valuables on seats 

in plain view. 
Park close to other cars 

on main streets, not side 
s,treets. After dark, park in 
COM's main parking lot 
under a street lamp. 

COM has four major park
ing areas for faculty and 
students. Curbs painted red 
denote areas not for park
jng. 

"Texas City Police patrol 
COM almost every night 
when classes let out," Daw
son says, usually from 9:15-
9:45 p.m. 

Nevv 
Scholarships 

College students should 
begin applying now for a 
variety of new scholarships 
and work opportunities an
nounced recently by The 
Scholarship Bank, a nation
wide scholarship search 
service for college students. 

According to SB Director 
Steve Danz, new programs in
clude a work program spon
sored by The Scholarship 
Bank for two hundred stu
dents throughout the US; 
a series of new programs 
for female students return
ing to campus after some 
years away; new scholar-

ship programs for students 
in law, education, political 
science , medicine. and 
social work. 

The Scholarship Bank 
maintains the only com
plete date bank of under
graduate and gradual~ 
grants in the United States. 

Students wishing to use 
the service should serid a 
stamped, self-addressed 
envelope to The Scholarship 
Bank, 10100 Santa Monica 
#750, Los Angeles, 90067 
or call toll-free 800-327-9009, 
ext. 397. 

safety-engineering, eval
uation and education," 
Hammond says. Her office 
helps cities and counties 
fund traffic safety programs. 

Currently, the Office of 
Traffic Safety is actively in
volved in 15 sign replace
ment programs and five 
traffic engineering surveys, 
including one in the city of 
La Marque. 

Hammond's experience in 
traffic safety includes a job 
with the Beaumont Police 
Department as media coor-

dinator, where she prepared 
press releases and informa
tion for the department. She 
more recently served as 
Lamar University's media 
representative for the Office 
of Traffic Safety. ' 

Currently finishing work 
on her master's degree from 
Lamar University, Ham
mond's writing a mass media 
campaign to promote the 
use of automobile restraints 
for children. 

' PRESIDENT 
COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND 

Texas City, Texas 

College of the Mainland, a two-year, compre
hensive community college, is seeking qualified 
candidates for the position of President. 

QUALIFICATIONS: Minimum of master's 
degree, previous professional experience with 
or in a community college, and evidence of 
administrative competence with a minimum of 
three (3) years of administrative experience. 

SALARY: Negotiable, based on experience 
and qualifications. 

Deadline for applications: 5:00 p.m., March 1, 
1981. 

Address inquiries to: Bill W. Flaniken, 
President, Board of Trustees 
Chairman, Presidential Search Committee 
P.O. Box 236 
Alta Loma, Texas 77510 

AA/EEO/Title IX Employer 

~ ~ 

Wr.iting 
by Carolyn Sharer 

The Writing Lab (Room 
279, LRC) will be available 
for use by students when 
classes are not in session. 

Starting February 17, an 
Open Lab will be scheduled 
every Tuesday from 4:00 -
5:30p.m. 

Each student using the 
lab should have an evalua
tlon slip from his or her 
i n-s t r u ct or d es i g n a ti n g 
problem areas in writing or 
English. The computer in 
the Writing Lab will 
prescribe exercises based 
G>n the evaluation, and com
pletion of these exercises 

Lab 
by the student will be re
ported to the student's in
structor by the lab instructor/ 
manager. 

The Writing Lab offers only 
computer-referenced instruc
tion (CRI) not computer-as
sisted instruction (CAI). 
Also, the Writing Lab com
puter is separate from thf:l 
other computers on campus 
and cannot be accessed 
through them. 

All English and communi
cation instructors are en
couraged to make use of 
the Writing Lab's innova
tive "technology in the 
classroom" approach. 



Rainbovv Ro 
COM students are rustlin' 

up empty 12-oz. Schlitz 
Brewing Company cans and 
bottles and redeeming them 
for prizes such as television 
sets, pool tables, microwave 
ovens, v,aeo casseIIe record
ers; computer and· stereo 
systems. 

The Rainbow Round-Up, 
which runs through April 
30, gives enrolled student 
groups the chance to win 
prizes from four. categories 
by simply collecting Schlitz, 
Erlanger, Schlitz Light, Old 
Milwaukee, Old Milwaukee 
Light and Schlitz Malt Li
quoJ empties and returning 
them to local Schlitz wholP.-

saters for Prize Point Ce1 . 
tificates worth one point. 
Erlanger classic bottles, 
Schlitz, Schlitz Light . or 
Schlitz Malt Liquor tapered 
bottles are worth two points. 

"An organization select 
as its goal one ot the tour 
prize color categories," saicJ 
Peter Dang, Schlitz manager 
of college and young adult 
marketing. "Each category, 
designated by a color of the 
rainbow and the point ·total 
needed to win, contains 
four prizes. Once the point 
total for the category has 
been achieved, the group 
picks the prize desired and 
sends in its Prize Point Cer-

Profile-.·. 
George Hatch 

ing developed at Ball. His 
co-existing desire to help 
others led to his choice of a 
professional career as a 
paramedic. 

@· Wf!! ·} 

· "'by oy F. ans 
The son of legendary 

Charlemagne is a paramed
ic? 

Actor George Hatch, play
ing the title role in Pippin 
(opening February 12 at 
COM), Is also a working 
Galveston County paramed-
ic. 

A Ball High graduate, 
Hatch's early interest in act-

"Being a paramedic is 
not an old man's job," he 
says. "One has to keep an 
eye on all opportunities as 
they present themselves. It's 
an exciting and ever-chang
ing work." 

Hatch took a two-year 
leave of absence from the 
stage while finishing his 
paramedical studies. He's 
glad to be back acting, 
though. 

"Many closet actors live 
in this community," Hatch 
points out. "All these talent
ed people should come out, 
and give acting a real shot." 

He,'s also working toward 
Increased audience recogni
tion to gain more chance 
for work in Texas-made 
films. 

ndup_ 
tificates." 

Dang said all student or
ganizations, fraternities, 
sororities, sports clubs, 
dormitory units and inde
pendent groups are invited 
to enter. 

"The great thing about 
the Schlitz Rainbow Round
Up is that groups compete 
only against the goal they 
set for. themselves and ali 
winners can enter more 
than once," he said. 

Additional information 
about the Schlitz Rainbow 
Round-Up may be obtained 
by calling toll free (800) 245-
6665. 

Kids' 
Shovv 

Area youngsters will get 
a chance to see folk-tales 
from around the world with 
the Young People's Theatre 
production of Long Ago and 
Far Away being presented 
by Community Theatre. 

The play opens February 
21 for four performances, 
held Saturdays at 2:30 p.m. 

Paula Pierce is the direc
tor of the production for 
children ages four to twelve. 
All performances will be held 
in the Theatre. Tickets are 
$2 per person and reserva
tions are recommended. 

For reservations and more 
information call the Theatre 
Box Office at 938-1211, ext. 
345 Monday through Friday 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Theobald -Future of Work 
Futur1:H Robert Theo

bald keynoted the Future of 
Work program at COM Feb
ruary 11 as part of National 
Vocational Education Week 
festivities. 

The noted socioecono
mist and author spoke at a 
noon luncheon honoring 
members of Technical-Vo
cational advisory commit
tees and during an evening 
session for the public .. He 
also conducted an afternoon 
seminar for secondary and 
post-secondary vocational 
education students from the 
area: 

The ability to cope with 
changes in the work place, 

Theobald believes , will 
require individuals to cope 
with the "microelectronic 
revolution." This is present
ly proceeding with a rapid
ity almost unperceived by 
the vast majority of society, 
but promises to change in 
fundamental ways the styles 
that human beings use to 
relate to each other. 

It is necessary to "move 
from a society based on 
force and competition to 
one based on process -and 
cooperation. I have tried to 
base my activities on this 
belief and thus to facilitate 
the present transition from 
the industrial era to the 

communication era," Theo
bald says. 

President of Participation 
Publishers and editor of 
Futures Conditional, Theo
bald is a member of the 
Columbia University faculty 
seminar on Technology 
and Social Change. He is 
the author qf several books 
including Economizing 
Abundance, Teg's 1994, 
Habit and Habitat, The 
Guaranteed Income and Be• 
yond Despair. 

Theobald, a graduate of 
Cambridge and Harvard, is 
a British citizen. 

Friend's of Animals Seek 
Help 

Last year, between 40 
and 60 million animals were 
bought, bred, caged, starv
ed, poisoned, mutilated and • 
killed on U. S. campuses. 
The brutality laboratory ani
mals suffer every year is a 
tragic secret. 

Friends of Animals, the 
national animal protection 
organization with a nation- . 
wide campaign to change · 
this, is looking for help from 
students and teachers to 
examine the way animals 
are treated in classrooms 
and laboratories. The infor-

mation- will be forwarded 
to FoA's national head
quarters in NYC. 

"The tragedy of animal 
experimentation is so much 
of it is meaningless and 
µnnecessary. Sensitive ani
mals die in experiments al
ready well-detailed in text
books. They are tortured in 
psychological experiments 
solely to satisfy a research
er's curiosity and to justify 
a receipt of tax monies. The 
biological and technical al
ternatives to using animals 
are ignored. We are going 

Grading Change 
Acting COM President by the administration to 

Donald Mortvedt announc- change the WI symbol to an 
ed a grade change to faculty F tq indicate failure to com-
and staff in the January 25 plete minimum course ob-
issue of College Bulletin. jectives resulting in O grade 

"After thorough study of points. This grade change 
the grading system by the will be included in the 1981-
faculty, it is ,recommended 82 College Catalog," the 
by the faculty and approved report said. 

to change this," said Mac 
Overmyer, director of the 
FoA campaign. 

The information campus 
volunteers gather will be 
used to support national 
legislation to encourage the 
use of non-animal methods 
of research and testing. 

Students, teachers and 
others interested in prevent
ing animal suffering on their 
campuses (or who would 
like more information) may 
write Mac Overmyer, Friends 
of Animals, 11 West 60th 
Street, NY, NY 10023. 

COMSAB is sponsoring 
free, continuous-play video
tape movies in the Student 
Center. " IN Concert," 
starring Pat Benatar, Jethro 
Tull, Ian Hunter and The 
Babes will show February 
23 through March 1. 

Membe-r F.D.I.C. 

000 _) 

~) 

948~162-5 

P.O.Box 3057 
Texas City, Texas 77590 

' 
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FACULTY ALARMED OVER STATE BILL 

NATIONAL 
PRINT & DRAWING COMPETITION 

by Mary Blair 
Preliminary judging 

in COM's Print and 
Drawing Competition 
was. completed re
cently by Kathan Brown, 
founder and director 
of Crown Point Press 
in Oakland, California 
since 1962. 

the Etchings of Cage, 
Diebenkorn, Haacke, 
Kounellis and Steir" 
in COM's teaching au
ditorium (L-131). Fol
lowing her talk, a re
ception will be held 
in the COM gallery 
where the winning en
try will be announced. 

COM plans to stag
ger art competitions 
in future years accord
ing to Jean Wetta; 
Gallery Director and 
COM Art History in
structor. In 1982, COM 
hopes to host a paint
ing competition. In 
1983, the competition 
will return to print and 
drawing. 

by James Keller 
COM faculty wants 

the Board of Trustees 
to contact sena
tors to express con
cern over a state gen
era I appropriations 
bill. 

The bill would cut 
state funds to com
munity colleges by 80 
percent, said Faculty 
Representative James 
Dobbins at COM's 
Board of Trustees Feb. 
26 meeting. · 

The State House of 
Representatives' Ap
propriations Commit
tee is currently con
ducting hearings on 
the bill , due to be in
troduced to the Texas 
Legislature for a vote 
in late April , said James 
Oliver, Assistant Dir
ector, Legislative Bud
get Board, cont~r:ted 
by lnterCOM at hfs 
Austin office. 

"It is less than col
leges recommended," 
said Oliver, "but it 
provides a 24 percent 
increase over last 
year's budget." 

Representative 
Lloyd Criss of La 
Marque said the bill 
calls for an 80 percent 
cut, but there may be 
a compromise of 40 
percent, according to 
Criss' aide Betty Har
din. 

"The legislature 
wants to put the tax 
burden on local school 
districts and tax pay- · 
ers. The bill would 
force productivity in
creases in the col-

lege;' said Dobbins. 
If the bill is passed 

as is, "contact hours 
of the previous two 
years would not be 
funded, cutting half a 
million dollars in funds 
at COM. We would 
have to cut the bud
get," said Dobbins. The 
bill is "a neat way for 
legislators to make it 
appear as though 
state taxes are being 
cut, while local taxes 
increase," he said. 

----.7f did apprise state·· 
senators of the ad
verse effect the bill 
_ will have on COM when 
I was in Austin during _ 
March," said COM Act
ing President Dr. Don
ald Mortvedt. . 

"They (sena"tors) 
don't know how com-
r;-:~~ ity c~ llcg~5 :a,e
funded. I will try to 
clear up the misunder
standing with the sen
ators," he said. " I can · 
invite some represen
tatives and senators 
to COM to address the 
board on the matter." 

In other matters,.Trus~ 
tee Carmen Anderson 
suggested applica
tions for COM Presi
dent be copied and 
given to each trus- · 
tees. But BOT President 
Bill Flaniken, with the 
support of all other 
trustees, opposed the 
suggestion. 

The presidential 
- selection process 

"should not go into 
the summer," said An-

Out of the 400-plus 
sHdes sent from 152 
participants over the 
nation to Brown's 
press, 60 were chosen 
to enter the final com
petition. a maximum 
of three entries were 
al lowed per person 
at a fee of $3 per 
entry. 

In addition to her 
appearance at COM 
her work will be on ex
hibit at the Sarah 
Campbell Blatter Gal
lery at the University 
of Houston as part of 
a show entitled "Six 
American Print Stud
ios" in which 100 
prints by 44 artists will 
be on exhibit. 

ECKERT AWARD __ _ 

Works included 
prints, drawings, silk
screen, etching and 
engraving. All were 
limited to a 3x4 feet 
size including the 
matt in order to· ac
commodate them in 
the COM gallery. 

On March 23 at 7 
p.m., Brown will lec
ture on "Crown Point 
Press: the Last Five 
Years, Seen Through 

Over $1 ,000 from 
the competition's en
trance fees will be 
awarded in prize money. 
First place will receive 
$500, second place 
$300 and $200 for third 
place. 

Winning entries will 
be exhibited in COM's 
Fine Arts Gallery 
March 27 - April 18. 

Nominations for 
COM's H. K. "Griz" 
Eckert Award are now 
being accepted by the 
Citizen's Advisory 
Council. 

The annual award, 
established in 1974, 
will go to both a stu
dent and COM em
ployee who best exem
plify the College's 
motto, "Humanhood 
Through Brotherhood." 

Students and col
lege employees are 
asked to nominate 
candidates for the 
award on the basis of 
the following criteria: 

(1) involvement in ac
tiviUes that promote 
"Humanhood Through 
Brotherhood," (2) ac
tive interest and acti
vity in insuring that 
COM adheres to its 
ideals, (3) leadership 
in bringing varied groups 
together in mutual 
understanding and (4) 
attributes of human
ism, othe(-centered
ness and open-mind
edness. 

Nomination forms 
may be obtained at 
the Information Desk 
in the Administration 
Bulding, the Circula-

tion Desk of the Libr
ary and a table out
side the Technical-Vo
cational Building. The 
filled-out forms are 

. to be placed in ballot 
boxes at the above 
locations. 

The awards will be 
presented at com
mencement exercises 
to be held on Friday, 
May 8. The student 
and COM employee 
selected will receive 
an inscribed plaque 
and their names will 
be placed on a bronze 
plaque in the College's 
Board Room. 

derson, suggesting a 
definite calent! 1.r be 
followed for the pro
cess. 

"There is not need 
for it," said Flaniken. 

No secretary will 
be hired for the com
mittee unless it proves 
necessary, said Flani
ken. 

Because of a delay in 
shipment of a boiler 
for COM's swimming 
pool, "we need a 60-
day extension on the 
project's contract, " 
said Bill Brown of Kir
bow-S immons con
tractors. 

"I suggest the board 
implement a penalty 
clause ($100 a day) in 
the event the installa
tion exceeds the 60-
day extension," said 
R0:o., -1..: s .,~;th, ~ ii'ec·tor, ~ ~ 
COM's Financial Ser-
vices. 

The BOT approved 
the contract exten
sion and the penalty 
clause. 

Bids for installation 
of energy conserva
tion· equipment-heat
ing, ventilation and 
air conditioning-were 
announced by the 
BOT. 

The bids were: Kir
bow Simmons, '104,000; 
Strauss Systems, 
~§8 ,976; Coo I-Air, 
$58,775; Southern 
Comfort Co., $119,750. 
Bids for a new boiler 
in the central plant 
included Kirbow-Sim
mons, $58,100; Strauss 
Systems, $34,989. 

The BOT referred 
the bids to COM's ad
ministrative and legal 
counsels, and announc
ed bids will be award
ed at a· special BOT 
meeting on March 5. 

"The installation of 
the equipment will 
require a shut-down 
of buildings for two 
weeks," said Peter Ro
jeski of Hammer En
gineering Consultants. 
Installation will take
place between Spring 
and Summer One sem
esters, the BOT an
nounced. 

Student Represen
tative Angela Ford 
was absent from the 
meeUng. 



Dr. Nikki Van Hightower ____ _ COM Briefs 
by Lynn Trafton 

"Insufficient self
esteem and economic 
independence are two 
of the most important 
problems women face 
today," said Dr. Nikki 
Van Hightower, Ex
ecutive Director of 
Houston area Women's 
Center. 

Van Hightower spoke 
at COM s Community 
Education program, 
"People, Change, and 
the Arts" Wednesday, 
February 11th. 

"Women in the work 
force and those who 
are battered and dis
placed have these two 
problems in common," 
said Van Hightower. 
A slide presentation 
showed the capacity 
crowd past and present 
services at HAWC. The 
center provides a shel
ter for abused women, 
a rape crisis center, 
and a women's infor
mation and referral 
service. 

"However," Van 
Hightower added, 
"even the center is ex
panding its ideas and 
looking forward to the 
future." 

Every woman in
or thinking of entering 
-the work force should 
take stock of her feel
ings and goals. Then 
she can expand her 
expectations and look 
toward career fulfill
ment. 

''The importance of 
women in the work 
force of the future de
pends on two things," 
said Van Hightower. 
"First, women must 
exhibit determination 
to play an important 
role by staying in the 
career of their choice, 
and, second, recog
nize and adjust their 
inner feelings." 

Women haven't 
been brought up to 
enter the work force 
for a lifetime. The 
general message has 
been to "work for a 
while, marry, have 
children, and live hap-

pily ever after," she 
said. 

But, what happens 
when the story has a 
different ending? 

Inflation, divorce 
and widowhood are 
problems women face. 
Counseling is needed 
to prepare women to 
handle these problems 
if they arise. 

"They are totally 
unprepared for infla
tion," said Van High
tower. "Suddenly, two 
incomes are needed, 
they are alone, or fin
ancial responsibilities 
shift to their shoulders. 

"Even though it may 
not come as a sur
prise, divorce is fast 
becoming one of the 
major problems affect
ing women. In Hous
ton, one out of every 
two marriages end in 
divorce. Most women 
still receive custody 
of the children. Very 
few can provide an 
adequate income to 
sustain the family." 

Van Hightower ex
plained the problem of 
child support. Two to 
three years is the ap
proximate length sup
port is made. Then the 
burden becomes un
bearable for many. 
"One out of every three 
families headed by 
women are under the 
poverty line," she stat
ed. 

One special need of 
women comes when 
the roll of homemaker 
ends. After a mother 
turns 40, family mem
bers are leading their 
own I ives. She may be 
ready to enter the work 
force. But jobs for 
women over 40 are al
most non-existent. 
Consequently, over 72 
percent of unmarried 
women over 65 live in 
poverty. Displaced 
homemakers are un
prepared for this end
ing of their 'happy 
story'. 

"Start thinking of 
yourselves as a per
manent member · of 

Dr. Nikki Van Hightower spoke to a capacity crowd 
at COM's " People, Change, and the Arts" program in 
February. (Photo: Lynn Trafton) 

the work force, free
ing you to move in and 
out of the work force 
during the course of 
your lives. This will 
allow flexibility you 
haven't had," said Van 
Hightower. 

Women, taking their 
career goals more 
seriously, have insti-

gated changes need
ed to assure a future 
in the job market. 

"Ten years ago the 
Department of Labor 
listed ten occupations 
for women," said Van 
Hightower. "But today 
the list is consider
ably longer and grow
ing." 

EDITORIAL 

Distinguished ser
vice awards were pre
sented to 15 area busi
ness and professional 
leaders during COM's 
annual luncheon hon
oring members of oc
cupational advisory 
committees, accord
ing to Joe Rubio, As
sociate Dean for Tech
nical-Vocational pro
grams ... COM's new 
coordinator of Con
tinuing Education in 
Health Occupations 
Linda Mar1ey recently 
returned from Salt Lake 
City. She presented a 
First Research Con
ference for Occupa
tional Health Nursing 
. . . COM's program 
for owners of small 
business was honored 
recently by being sel
ected for participation 
in the National Small 
Business Training 
Network of the Ameri
can Association of 
Community and Jun
ior Colleges . . . Sen
ior adults in the area 
can now take advantage 
of COM's weekly blood 

recently received a let
ter of appreciation 
from the U.S. Depart
ment of Education 
for her work in Coop
erative Education ... 
Morris L. Brown, chief 
of Cooperative Educa
tion, Department of 
Education, thanked 
McNutt for participat
ing in the special Ad 
Hoc Task Force on 
Cooperative Educa
tion which met in Oct
ober in Washington .. 
Andre Baeyens, Direc
tor of the French Press 
and Information Ser
vice spoke in the 
Teaching Auditorium 
on "American Securi
ty Issues in the 1980s: 

by Kelli Schroeder 
Angela Ford, Stu

dent Representative 
and COMSAB president, 
says it's fairly her re
sponsibility to find a 
substitute Represen
tative to go to BOT 
meetings when she 
can't attend. 

The informal provis
ion for her to obtain 
an alternate from 
COMSAB is feasible, 
since Ford must work 
closely with them any
way. A new COMSAB 
office has enabled 
them to contact each 
other more easily. But 
even with these "con
veniences", there was 
a breakdown in com
munication which pre
vented a student repre
sentative from attend
ing recent BOT meet
ings. 

What kind of com
munication problems 
will arise in following 
years, when the Repre
sentative may not be 
closely affiliated with 
COMSAB? Will ob
taining a substitute be 
even more of a pro
blem for the elected 
Repres_entative? 

"Plans are in the 
works to make a pro
vision to prevent the 
same student from 
running for both posi
tions to insure one 
person doesn't have too 
many responsibilities," 

says Dr. Warren Dod
son, Director of Stu
dent Development. 
However, there is pre
sently no formal struc
ure for providing an 
alternate or to replace 
the clumsy and inef
ficient method now in 
use. 

Dodson says as long 
as student representa
tives to the BOT re
mains simply "an 
impotent cosmetic in
stitution to serve at 
the pleasure of the 
board," concerned 
students might as well 
worry about something 
else. 

lnterCOM feels an 
"unspoken rule" to 
furnish an alternate 
isn't gooa enough. 
lnterCOM suggests 
when the . action to 
make one person's 
holding .both offices 
(Student Represen
tative and COMSAB 
president) impossible, 
those in charge should 
organize a definite 
framework for provid
ing an alternate Stu
dent Representative. 
lnterCOM also recom
mends the student 
body move to gain 
more influence with 
the BOT, to guarantee 
students' opinions and 
grievances will be heard 
and taken care of. 

pressure screening 
program sponsored 

Letter to the Editor 

through the Senior 
Adult Program. Akiona 
Agruso, RN, will be in 
the Student Center 
Wednesdays from 9-
noon to administer 
blood pressure tests 
to any senior adult in
terested in watching 
his health. The program 
is free . . . Nursing 
student Iona Close 
recently received a 
$100 scholarship from 
Mainland Chamber ... 
Dr. Zelda Rick attend
ed the First Global 
Conference on the Fu
ture held in Toronto. 
She was asked to serve 
on a panel, "Teach
ing for the Future." 
Rick's topic was the 
innovative Forum/Focus 
program. Initiated at 
COM, it has attract
ed favorable recogni
tion through the U.S. 
. . . A Regional His
tory Day was held 
on-campus March 14 
for area students in 
sixth through eighth 
grades . . . Dr. Doro
thy McNutt, chair of 
the Business Division, 

Is France a Reliable 
Ally?' ... Joe Rubio 
has been cited for out
standing work in the 
U.S. Department of 
Labor Operation SER 
-Jobs for Progress, 
Inc., a project spon
sored by the Galveston 
County Commission
ers Court ... William 
Cruz, project director, 
commended Rubio for 
an outstanding job as 
chairman of the Gal
veston Courity Man
power Advisory Com
mittee in project year 
1979-80 ... Lou Ledda, 
who heads Shell Ott's 
corporate records and 
files administration 
group, is teaching in
formation and records 
management in COM's 
Division of Business. 
According to Chair
person Dr. Dorothy 
McNutt, the course 
was designed for stu
dents. and profession
als working in offices 
. . . COM's Danforth 
Campus received a 
$150,000 grant to de
velop a computer-bas
ed curriculum for a
prenticeship and train
ing programs. The 
grant was given by 
Control Data Corpora
tion for an initial one
year time period. After 
completion of the 
project, the computeriz
ed learning programs 
will be marketed to 
industry worldwide 
through CDC. 

Not only have I paid 
a COM tuition fee, I 
pay a college tax on 
my properties in Gal
veston County and an 
average of $10,000 
dollars yearly in in
come tax, all of which 
help support College 
of the Mainland in 
someway. 

The first week of 
classes this semester 
someone stole the 
hubcaps from my ve
hicle. It is a shame 
a person trying to 
spend a small amount 
of his valuable time to 
improve his knowledge 
for better earning power 
has to lose one-third 
of a week's wages in 
a COM parking lot. 

I have talked with 
several people in this 
area who would like to 

enroll in classes in 
the evenings but are 
afraid because of 
thefts and other acts 
of crime here. Each of 
us should insist some
thing be done about 
this soon. 

L. H. (Johnny) Johnson 
Dickinson 
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St. Pat Run 
A St. Patrick's Day 

Lucky Run will be 
held at COM March 
14 for runners want
ing to run one, three 
or six miles. 

Sponsored by PE&R 
at COM, the Lucky 
Run will feature T
shirts for everyone 
who completes the 
race and refreshments 
for all of the partici
pants. 

Children under 10 
years of age will · also 
be able to participate 
in a quarter-mile run. 

The entry fee is $4 
per person. For 
more informaiton, call 
ext. 417 or 420. 

National 
History Day 
by Elizabeth Jarnigan 

"We are building 
better community re
lationships with public 
school systems in the 
area," said Alex T. 
Pratt, Chairman of 
COM's Social Sciences 
Division about the 
first COM celebration 
of National History 
Day. 

This year's theme is 
"Work and Leisure in 
History." COM is the 
1981 regional head
quarters for the fair. 
The event is co-spon
sored by Webb His
torical Society. 

Six school districts 
are involved-Texas 
City, La Marque, Gal
veston, Hitchcock, 
Santa Fe and Dickin
son. The contest is 
open to youngsters in 
the sixth, seventh and 
eighth grades. The five 
contest categories are: 
Historical Paper, In
dividual Project, Group 
Project, Individual 
Performance and 
Group Performance. 

Funding for this 
contest is provided by 
the National Endow
ment for the Humani
ties, the George Gund 
Foundation, and the 
Cleveland Founda
tion. 

National History 
Day began as part of 
the Bicentennial pro
ject at Case Western 
Reserve University in 
Cleveland. Now some 
25 states are involv
ed. 

On Friday, March 13, 
contest entries were 
on display in the LRC. 
On March 14 awards 
were given out. Win
ners of the regional 
contest will be going 
to Austin in May to 
take part in the state 
contest. State winners 
will go to Washington 
D.C. for nationals. 

Handy Visits 
by James Keller 

Robert Handy, COM'S 
Director of Interna
tional Programs 
and Executive Director 
of Gulf Coast Foreign 
Affairs, has been sel
ected as a delegate 
to the 1981 European 
Community's Visitors 
Program. 

Handy departed Feb. 
13 to visit Belgium, 
France, Germany and 
the United Kingdom 
over a four-week per
iod. He will also visit 
Prague, Czechoslova
kia, to compare the 
European Communi
ty's operations with 
its eastern counter
part - COM ECON. 

"The aim of the 
program · is to help 
Americans to embark 
on careers in areas of 
public responsibility 
to become more aware 
of contemporary is
sues and problems in 
Europe and the con
cerns Europe shares 
with the United States," 
according to a state
ment issued by Gulf 
Coast Council on For
eign Affairs. 

Upon his arrival 
back in the U.S., March 
16, Handy will meet 
with local groups to 
discuss his trip and 
what he learned. 

The European Com
munity, also known as 
the Common Market, 
is an economic union 
with a trade agree
ment among members 
to facilitate exchange 
of lift trade barriers 
which previously exist
ed in Europe, accord
ing to James Simpson, 
Instructor, COM's Divi
sion of Business. 

Blood Drive 
by Frances Cantu 
A blood drive was 

held in 203-B February 
19, from 8 AM to 12 
PM. 

Eight Gulf Coast 
Regional Blood Center 
workers came from 
1400 La Concha in 
Houston to take blood 
from 13 people who 
now qualify for blood 
insurance. 

Leslie Calaway, 
COMSAB secretary, 
and Shelia Taylor, 
treasurer, stated to 10 
faculty in BOT meet
ings the SAB desired 
a blood-mobile to visit 
COM. 

COM's BOT agreed 
to have blood center 
workers come to COM. 

Calaway and Tay
lor telephoned as many 
students and faculty 
as possible, to urge 
faculty and students 
at COM to participate 
in donating blood. 

FARENTHOLD 
Frances "Sissy" 

Farenthold highlighted 
Women's History 
Week activities at 
COM March 8-14. 

Farenthold spoke 
March 10 on woman's 
role in contemporary 
society. 

Farenthold drew 
state attention during 
her bid for the 1972 
gubernatorial nomina
tion and national re
cognition when she 
became the first wo
man nominated for 
the · U.S. Vice Presi
dency during the 1972 
Democratic National 
Convention. 

Farenthold, an at
torney, was a member 
of the Texas House of 
Representatives and a 
founder of the "Dirty 
Thirty" which pushed 
for reform in state gov
ernment. She is a grad
uate of Vassar and re
ceived her doctor of 
jurisprudence from 
the University of Texas. 
She served as presi
dent of Wells College 
in New York for four 
years. 

Other activities 
scheduled. for the week 
were a panel discus
sion in "Violence 
Against Women" 
March 9; a lecture on 
the "Anatomy of Di-

Giovani 
_by Roy F. Hans 

COM'S Black History 
Committee present
ed poet Nikki Giovan
ni February 22 in the 
Teaching Auditorium. 

Giovanni, whose 
poems and rhetoric ty
pify her feelings dur
ing turbulent times of 
the 1960s, spoke about 
women's rights, the 
plight of black youth, 
American economic 
policies and individual 
awareness. 

She said black youth 
should "go the extra 
mile in education, 
not accepting less of 
anything." 

When centering her 
lecture in the area of 
women's rights, Gio
vanni cited abuse of 
women by men. 

"I'm glad Mrs. Dan
iels did what she had 
to do to (Price) Dan
iels, (Jr.), I guess if 
Mr. Daniels had it to 
do over agin, he'd pro
bably say, 'Honey, I 
didn't know you'd feel 
this way," Giovanni 
said. 

She concluded by 
reading of her poems 
and introducing her 
new book of childrens 
poem$ inspired by her 
11-year-old son, Thom
as. 

vorce" March 11 and a 
lecture on "Women 
and Stress" March 12. 

Patio /Porch 
Plays. 

by Roy F. Hans 
Patio/Porch, two 

one-act plays, were 
presented on the COM 
stage, by Theatre Su
burbia. The plays are 
about the lives of 
lonely women, with 
years too fast ap
proaching. and loves 
lost, but not forgotten. 

The author, native 
Texan Jack Heifner, 
insists the plays do 
not represent all Texas 
women, but Uves and 
personalities of four 
character studies he 
took from his childhood 
experiences. 

"I grew up around 
women like these," 
Heifner states. 

Lois Fleck and Bar
bara Jones starred in 
the two one-act plays. 
Fleck has appeared 
on the COM stage as 
Lady Macbeth and in 
The Sound of Music. 

Jones has been 
seen at Balinese Din
ner Theatre, Theatre 
Under The Stars, and 
in the movies Future 
World, The Greatest, 
and Middle-Aged Crazy. 

Patio/Porch was 
well paced and full of 
energy. 

Fine Arts 

Scholarships 
Scholarships for 

Fine Arts majors and 
students enrolled in 
Fine Arts courses are 
still available through 
COM's Fine Arts Divi
sion. 

Students interested 
in art, theatre or music 
are eligible for the 
1981-82 scholarships, 
and should contact 
Division of Fine Arts 
Chairman Larry Stan
ley for more informa
tion. 

Call ext. 348 or write 
for application forms. 

FACOM Meeting 
The following are 

minCJtes of the Faculty 
Association of COM 
meeting February 19 
at 3:30 p.m. 

The meeting was 
opened by John Hub
isz and continued by 
John Thaman, presi
dent; 15 members and 
associates were pre
sent. 

Possible candidates 
for the BOT elections, 
and faculty support 
strategies were dis
cussed. Emeline Dodd 
moved two candida
tes be prioritized and 
contacted regarding 
candidacy for the Board 
of Trustees. James 
Templer seconded the 
motion. John Hubisz 
will contact the poten
tial candidates. 

In T JCTA elections 
the faculty was en
couraged to vote for 
Emeline Dodd. She 
will have a hospitality 
room at the conven
tion headquarters. Vol
unteers are needed to 
host her hospitality 
suite. Joyce Palmer 
(ext. 436) assigns jobs 
in the hospitality suite. 

A discussion was 
held regarding con-

Folk Dancing 
Course 

A new International 
folk dancing class, 
featuring dances from 
around the world, will 
begin March 24 at 
COM. 

The six-week course 
will include dances 
from Germany, Yogo
slavia, Czechoslova
kia, Israel, Bulgaria, 
Greece and Scandan
avia as well as other 
portions of the world. 

International folk 
dancing will meet on 
Tuesdays from 7:30-
9:30 PM. Tuition is 
$10 per person. No 
partner or experience 
is necessary. Interest
ed persons should 
contact the Non-Credit 
Registration Office 
from 8-8 Mondays 
through Thursdays 
and from 8-5 Fridays. 

For more informa
tion, call ext. 417. 

American Red Cross 
Galveston County is 
offering Basic Canoe
ing, April 3 at 7-10 
p.m. and April 4 and 5 
at 8:30 - 6 p.m. The 
age requirement is 
17 years old and up. 
Instructor is John Hun
sucker and fees are 
$7.00. To enroll call 
Red Cross Safety Ser
vices, 740-0271. 

tracts and part-time 
pay rates and rates of 
pay for full-time facul
ty under conditions of 
overload or extension 
of teaching duties be
yond a contracted 
period. It was felt the 
rate of pay for these 
conditions should re
flect a principle of 
"equal pay for equal 
work," and as such 
the part-time faculty 
pay schedule is inade
quate. 

Templer will formu
late a statement to be 
approved by the FA
COM Executive Coun
cil and presented to 
the Dean of Instruc
tion or subsequently 
to the Board of Trus
tees if action is not 
forthcoming. 

Howie Katz identi
fied a proposal to hire 
student security offic
ers for the campus. 
Katz motioned support 
of this proposal be 
sent to Roland Smith. 

PIPPIN 
by Elizabeth Jarnigan 

Pippin is a fun-filled 
energetic musical 
which was shown in 
COM's Community 
Theatre. 

The show stars Mar
vin Byrkett as the lead
ing player, and George 
Hatch as Pippin. It 
was written by Robert 
Hinson. 

The play takes place 
in the Holy Roman 
Empire around 780 A. 
D. The show revolves 
around Pippin's feel
ings of emptiness and 
his idealistic dreams. 
The set is very simple 
but under the circum
stances it seems ap
propriate. 

Some of the scenes 
and costumes are 
very suggestive. Lewis' 
outfit was offensive. 
He made Andy Gibb 
look like Donny Os
mond. The play could 
do without the orgy 
scene. 

Hatch is a fine actor 
and singer. He and the 
rest of the cast were 
really enjoying them
selves. This involves 
the audience. Several 
times during the per
formance, the actors 
came into the aud
ience and talk to indi
vidual people. 

A lot of subtle humor 
is used in Pippin. Some 
of the jokes, howeve~ 
are obscene. 

Pippin managed to 
get its point across 
with the use of its un
usual dialogue and 
very good songs. 
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FOCUS WEEK __ ~~---------------
by Kelli Schroeder 
COM students may 

not realize they pay 
a student activity fee 
of 50 cents per semes
ter hour at registra
tion. 

The total is not to 
exceed more than 
$7.50. 

Student Develop
ment Committee has 

. tentative plans to spend 
some of the accumu
lated money on "em
phasis weeks." Ac
cording to Robert 
Shinn, Associate Dean 
for Learning Resources 
and Student Develop
ment, these weeks will 
focus on "out-of-class
room learning." 

In emphasis or "fo
cus week," a number 
of related activities, 
(speakers, exhibits, 
films) revolve around 
a central theme. An 
emphasis week gives 
"an opportunity to 
provide programming 
of interest to a maj
ority of our students." 
Students have an "op
portunity to take a 
look at society through 
a broader scope than 
just the disciplines in 
which they are involv
ed," said Shinn. 

"We have a tenden
cy to receive informa
tion based upon biases, 
such as the viewpoint 
of a particular instruc
tor in one field," ob
serves Shinn. In order 
to create a program 
with a broad perspec
tive and broad interest 
range, "we're looking 
for themes that tie in 
with several disci
plines," said Shinn. 

Instructors, faculty 
and staff from the 
various disciplines 
may work together to 
coordinate activities 
forming the Committee 
for Student Develop
ment Programming . 
Students may also 
serve on this commit
tee to assist in plan
ning implementation 
and evaluation of ac
tivities and events. 

The activities would 
relate directly or in
directly with class
room learning. Shinn 
thinks a focus week 
would be "more of a 
real educational ex
perience, rather than 
an indoctrinating ex
perience. Students 
will be able to take a 
look at the variety of 
values presented to 
them and have a chance 
to make a good de
cision on the informa
tion they've received." 

Activities might be 
scheduled day and 
night, so credit and 
non-credit and day-

time and nighttime stu
dents could participate. 

Activities of a broad 
nature might entice 
the community, the in
dustrial or business 
sectors. Such a large 
and varied audience 
would "get more mile
age out of the indivi
duals who plan and 
run the programs and 
out of the institution, 
itself. The public could 
come and see the 
campus," said Shinn. 

Before the Student 
Development Program
ming . Committee ap
proves a program for 
funds and staff sup
port, it examines how 
a proposal meets their 
criteria. Points it con
siders are: 

(1) the number of 
students the program 
can reach, 

(2) accessibility of 
the program to the 
camp'-'s community 
and the community at 
large, 

(3) cost of program 
per person, 

(4) impact of the 
program(s) on the col
lege as a whole and 
on the community at 
large, 

(5) the sharing of 
funds by participating 
divisions and 

(6) whether to fill 
out evaluation slips or 
write a report on the 
program(s). Test or 
quiz questions might 
be asked regarding 
facts presented in the 
program(s). 

Dr. Warren Dodson, 
Director of Student 
Development, Shinn 
and the Student Acti
vities Board (COMSAB) 
have visited Eastfield 
College in Mesquite to 
witness emphasis 
weeks in action. The 
theme of one sympo
sia was "The 80s: In
stitutions Under At
tack." Activities in
cluded author/speaker 
Dr. William Irwin 
Thompson, Founding 
Director of the Lindes
fame Association (an 
alternate .education 
experience) speaking 
on "The 80s: Institu
tions Under Attack;" 
"Energy in the 80s in 
Texas;" the movie 
Kramer vs. Kramer on 
"The Family in the 
80s"; "Family Law" 
and "Religious Institu
tions in the 1980s" by 
Jerry Miller, Campus 
Ministry of the Greater 
Dallas Community 
Churches. 

The other symposia 
was the Eastfield Peo
ple Festival, which 
dealt with "Skills for 
Living in the 80s." 

Topics included in the 
program were "Full 
Communications: The 
Key to Survival in the 
80s,' presented by Dr. 
Bettie Tully; "Outer 
Image," a profession
al development work
shop for women; "Val
ues for Marriage," 
given by John Ether
edge; "Skills for Liv
ing in the 80s," an 
address made by Rob
-ert Theobald, futurist; 
stress studying; "ln
c reas in g Personal 
Power," by Norma Sel
vedge and "Living Sin
g le" presented by 
Maulene Joy and Steve 
Link. 

Two programs quite 
similar to focus weeks 
have been presented 
at COM recently. A 
month of activities 
were organized to 
commemorate Nation
a I Black History 
Month, February. Three 
films; a gospel singer/ 
historical presenta
tion; speaker, Dumi
sani Kumala, an exil
ed South African Jour
nalist; and poet, Nikki 
Giovanni, came to 
COM. Angela Davis 
and anthropologist Dr. 
Ben Jokanan visited 
TSU. 

Joe Rubio, COM As
sociate Dean for Tee
Voe Programs, co
ordinated "The Future 
of Work," a one-day 
syposia, held Wednes
day, February 11. The 
program, which Shinn 
called "a success," 
boasted presenta
tions by Dr. Nikki Van 
Hightower on ''The 
Future of Women at 
Work" and Robert 
Theobald on "The Fu
ture of Work." Others 
were "Some Ideas for 
Your Future," "The Fu
ture of the Working 
Woman," by Rhobia 
Taylor, Regional Dir
ector of the Women's 
Bureau, U.S. Depart
ment of Labor, "To
morrow's Jobs," by 
Joe Rubio and "A Key 
to the Future: Coop
erative Education," by 
Dr. Dorothy McNutt, 
Division of business. 
Jean Wetta set up 
"Art in the Work Place" 
on the Mezzanine floor 
of the LRC. A film was 
also shown. "Work 
Songs of America" 
was presented by ly
ricist Brett Jarrett and 
composer Larry Stan
ley. 

"The ideas are limit
less for COM focus 
week," said Shinn. He 
mentioned a Com
munications Festival 
which could utilize 
local T.V., newspaper 

and radio people, 
photographers and 
displays, musicians, 
writers and experts on 
body language. Shinn 
also came up with a 
"Coping-with-Life 
Skills" theme which 
would inform people 
how to endure the 
economic, social, psy
colog ical, physical 
and legal dilemmas 
one must live through. 

Money generated 
by the Student Activity 
fee and collected with 
tuition is available to 
fund an emphasis 
week. In spring of 
1980, $22,500 was set 
aside for Student 
Development. Clubs 
organizations get $4,000 
for campus-wide acti
vities and the Com
mittee for Student 
Development Program
ming gets $15,000. 

"Some students 
find it difficult to ad
just to programs pro
viding information, en
tertainment and growth 
experiences. They 
would like to have 
dances and parties," 
Shinn said. 

"We have several 
ideas about this pre
ference. Clubs and or
ganizatio1,1s can have 
parties and dances. 
COMSAB can hold 
activities for the cam
pus at large. It's diffi
cult to justify these 
activities to older stu• 
dents who have to go 
home to make supper 
or mow the lawn. The 
average age of our 
student body is about 
27, most have a fam
ily, a job, or both. The 
old type student pro
gramming is just not 
adequate," said Shinn. 

"I know we haven't 
reached our potential 
yet," admits Shinn, 
"but we just started 
out - we're in our first 

year. I'm seeing some 
neat things which can 
come out of the pro
gram, as soon as next 
year." 

To make a propos
al, one may go to Dr. 
Warren Dodson, Car-

eer Decisions - Stu
dent Life Office (up
stairs in the -Student 
Center) or Shinn's of
fice in the LRC to fill 
out a form .. 

New Classes Announced 
increasing demand 

for several Continu
ing Education courses 
at COM have caused 
the Department of 
Continuing Education 
to open classes in 
Calligraphy, Country
Western Dance, Aero
bic DancerCize and 
Country-Western 
Dance for Teens. 

Calligraphy, taught 
by Randel Smith, be
gan March 4 for three 
weeks. The class will 
meet on campus on 
Wednesdays from 
7-9 p.m. The fee for 
the course is $10 per 
person. Supplies must 
be purchased before 
first class. 

Country-Western 
Dance, being taught 
by Eileen Bauerlein, be
gins Tuesday, March 
17 for four weeks. The 
class meets from 7-9 
p.m. at the McAdams 
Junior High School in 
Dickinson. The fee is 
$9 per person for the 
course. For more infor
mation, call Doris 
Branch at 339-1090. 

Aerobic DancerCize, 
taught by Kathy Ho
ward, begins April 20 
in Santa Fe. The class 
meets Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 
7-8 PM for five weeks 
and the fee is $8 per 
person. In addition, 
another DancerCize 
class begins April 21 
from 6-7 PM. This 
class will meet on 

Tuesdays and Thurs
days for five weeks. 
The fee is $8 per oer
son. Persons interested 
in either ot these 
courses should call 
Joyce Hagerman at 
925-3526 or Lochie 
Fowler at ext. 230. 

Gou ntry-Western 
Dance for Teens will 
be taught in Santa 
Fe by Viola Miller and 
began Thursday, March 
12 from 4:15 - 5:45 
p.m. The course will 
meet four weeks. The 
fee is $7 per person. 
Miller will also teach 
adult classes in Coun
try-Western Dance this 
semester. For more in
formation call Joyce 
Hagerman at 925-3526 
or Fowler. 

College Day 
by Nicky De Lange 
COM's third annual 

College Day February 
10 was a success be
cause of convenient 
hours, a good cen
tral location and plenty 
of advance publicity, 
according to Dr. Rob
ert A. Johnston, Direc
t<;>r of Admissions/ 
Registrar. 

PE Classes Offered 

The event, supervis
ed by Johnston, drew 
over 125 students, 
three times the num
ber who attended last 
year's session. John
ston selected the Stu
dent Center as the 
location because the 
majority of the student 
body passes through 
the building during 
the day. by Jack Steingas 

COM's Division of 
Health, Physical Edu
cation and Recrea
tion has announced 
openings in credit or 
non-credit courses. 

Tennis will be offer
ed 8 to 9:20 AM on 
Monday, Tuesday, Wed
nesday and Thursday. 
This course offers in
struction in basic skills 
and work on more ad
vanced shots and stra
tegy. The deadline is 
March 20. 

Canoeing is offered 
at 11 to 1:15 PM on 
Fridays. Basic skills 
are put to practical 
test through special 
2-3 day trips. The dead
line is March 26. 

Sailing is offered at 
individually arranged 
times between 2 and 
6 PM. The deadline 
is March 30. 

A scuba-diving class 
is offered 7:15 to 10:15 
PM, Monday through 
Thursday. The dead
line for sign up is 
March 30. 

Registration is now 
underway in the Non
Cred it Registration 
Office, Administration 
Building, between the 
hours of 8 AM and 
8 PM Monday through 
Thursday and 8 AM 
to 5 PM on Friday. 

For additional infor
maUon, call ext. 264 or 
417. 

Morning hours, 
rather than afternoon 
hours, were set for the 
counseling sesson be
cause COM records 
show this is when the 
largest number of 
COM students are 
·scheduled to be on 
campus, Johnson said. 

College Day, spon
sored by the Texas 
Association of Col-
1 eg i ate Registrars 
and Admissions Offic
ers (T ACRAO), brought 
representatives of 35 
Texas colleges and 
universities to COM to 
meet with any student 
interested in continu
ing his education at a 
four-year institution. 



Volume 5, No. 6 • A STUDENT PUBLICATION • COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND • TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 77.590 • MAY 1981 

JOURNALISM PROGRAM FUTURE UNSURE 

COM Chairman, Division of Fine Arts Larry Stanley will 
again serve as Musical Director for the outdoor' musical 

· ''T.he \-One Star," which opens June 2 at Mary Moody 
Northen Amphitheatre ir. Galveston Island State Park. 
Above, Santa Anna surrenders to wounded Sam Houston 
after the battle of San Jacinto. 

by Rebecca LaCroix 
The future of COM's 

journalism program is 
undecided, starting 
with Fall 1981. 

George Thomas, 
ActinQ Dean of Instruc
tion. says, "The 
journalism program did 
not grow enough to 
continue as a fulltime 
program. The college 
offers programs most 
interesting to people 
in the area. 

"But I see no rea-, 
son why lnterCOM 
(COM's student news
paper) would not be 
at COM for the next 
20 years. It's impor
tant to the college," 
said Thomas. He add
ed the Fall 1981 sche
dule tentatively in-

-dudes J~umal!sm 131 , 
(freshman) and Inter
COM (Journalism 111). 
The courses will pro
bably be. taught by a 
part-time instructor, 
said Thomas. 

Tom Herman, Act
ing Chairman of Hu
manities, said Journ
alism 231 (sophomore-) 
is also tentatively being 
ptaced on the Fa11 1981 
schedule. 

According to COM re-

- ,~Federal Budget Cuts ___ _ 
by James Keller 
If implemented, Presi-

dent Reagan's pro-
posed budget cuts 
will affect some of 
COM's financial aid 
programs beginning 
in September, accor
ding to Dan Doyle, 
COM Director, Finan
cial Aides and Place
ment. 

Reagan will attempt 
to cut funds for the 
federally - guaranteed 
Student Loan program. 

"It has been abused 
because of no limit on 
income. The well-to~ 
do get loans with in
terest subsidized by 
the government," said 
Doyle. 

The program allows 
a student to secure a 
loan with seven per
cent interest from a 
bank, credit union, or 
savings and loan as-

sociation. Loans are 
insured by either the 
federal government or 
a ...., state guarantee 
agency, according to 
the U.S.Office of Edu
cation. 

In Fall 1980, "fed
eral officials were es
·timating the com
bined borrowing of 
college students and 
their parents under 
the program would ex
ceed $18.8 billion," ac
cording to a recent 
article in The Chron
icle of Higher Educ
ation. 

NaHonal Direct Stu
dent Loans are ''in jeo
pardy," said Doyle, be
cause some students 
,defaulted on loans. 
Consequently, the gov
ernment must pay 
loans, costing billions 

of dollars. 
COM's participation 

in the program is to 
certify enrollment, and 
notify ·banks when stu
dents terminate en
rollment, said Doyle 

"We do not handle 
money," he said. 

Both basic and sup
plemental grants "will 
be cut some,"' said 
Doyle, but did not 
specify - how severe 
the cuts would be. 

Social Security bene
fits tor stuaent survivors 
are targeted for elimin
ation by Reagan in fis
cal 1982. Figures on the 
number of students at 
COM who, receive these 
benefits are unavailable. 

"I don't believe the 
workstudy program will 
be cut," concluded 
Doyle. 

cords, the courses in
creased in enrollment 
and the number of 
sections offered. 

"I have a high in
terest in the journalism 
program, and am 
figuring out ways to 
keep it," said Larry 
Stanley, Chairman of 
Fine Arts Division. 
''I am planning to make 
recommendations to 
the administration re
garding its continua
tion." 

Stanley was instru
mental in establishing 
a writing program of
fered in Spring 1981. 
The programs' courses, 
taught by fulltime fac
ulty member Kit van 
Cleave, were Journal
is,...... 1•-,1 , ·•1? 2'."'1~ 232, 
lnterCOM, Firewheel 
(magazine. . writing), 
Technical Writing, and 
Creative Writing. She 
has • been a fulltime 

· COM instructor for 
three years. 

"This is definitely 
the James Garner vs. 
Warner Brothers school 
of creative accounting. 
Thomas is isolating 
Journalism classes from 
the body of the writing 
program he agreed to 
back. As a whole, the 
writing program in
creased substantially 
in number of students, 
courses a:nd sections. 
He's selectively chosen 
the smallest courses for 
the base of his budget 
arguments, rather than 
including all the writing 
courses. 

"COM's administra
tion nas in the _past 
been very insecure 
about how lnterCOM 
has been operated. The 
students run it. During 
the last three years, this 
institution's administra
tion has repeatedly put 
pressure on me to con
trol sh:1dents. Students 
have been told by ad
ministrators they could -
stop production of the 
newspaper and get rid 

-of me any time they 
wanted. The administra
tion has held meetings 
about the newspaper to 
which I was not in-

vited. They've passed 
regulations, making it 
harder to get the news
paper out. My journal
ism students have been 
thrown out of public 
meetings by administra
tors," said van Cleave. 

· "I'm tired of · being 
harassed while trying to 
do the job I was in- . 
vited here to do. The 
administration has 
continued to try in
terfering with the con
stitutional freedoms 
of lnterCOM. When I 
resisted, the adminis
tration has threatened 
me with loss of in
come. 

"In the interim, I've 
started my own news
paper in Houston, (In• 
;1er V.iew), whirh is fi
nancially successful. I 
am no longer depend
ent for income on the 
administration's whim
sical attitude towards 
the people they've · in
vited to join COM on 
a fulltime basis. 

"I have repeatedly re
ceived offers to teach 

· in other institutions and 
in other related fields 
since I started teaching 
at COM. I did not ac
cept them, because I 
felt committed to this 
institution. 

"Lack of professional 
management skills on 
the part of adminstra- · 
tors and my department 
head-George Thomas, 
who was chosen to 
supervise my work this 
year- plus the lack of 
interest in my students' 
welfare and future, all 
have convinced me as a 
professional educator., 
writer, editor, publisher; 
and communications 
expert that I am 
wasting my time at 
COM. Thomas· obvious 
manipulation of budget 
figures and unwilling
ness to commit himself 
to a writing program as · 

, he had promised, and 
his • continued dis
interest in the pro
grams with which I am 
associated, helped me 
realize I have no future 
her~," said van Cleave. 

Van Cleave pointed 

out isolation of smaller
enrollment courses 
from the bulk of con
tact hours to justify 
eliminating programs 
"endangers every full
time faculty member 
at COM. Adjunct fac
ulty do not receive as 
much pay or benefits. 
If the administrators 
can manipulate figures 
to let fulltime instruc
tors go, replacing them 
with adjunct faculty, 
any in~tructor or pro
gram at COM can be 
eliminated." 

She encouraged 
FACOM and ACC mem
bers "to make policy 
on this immediately, in 
order to prevent this 
from happening to 

,themsel~s . ., . 
van Cleave added the 

writing program has 
paid for its costs 
through advertising 
revenue and student 
tuition, but Thomas 
said he has not seen 
these figures. 

Thomas said the 
English 235 and 236 
and Journalism 211 
may be offered in the · 
fall under the En
glish department. They 
would be taught by 
a "part-time instructor 
or English teacher," 
said Thomas. 

Thomas said sever
al unknown factors 
determine courses of-· 
fered at COM. These 
factors include the 
amount of total col
lege budget, local 
taxes, state and fed
eral funding, and the 
rate of tuition. 

Although tuition may 
be raised by the Texas 
State Legislature, said 
Thomas, COM probably 
will not have an excess 
of funds due to feder
al funding being cut 
back. 

After the budget is 
approved sometime in 
August, administrators 
will know the amount 
to be spent on various 
programs, said Thom
as. Salaries for full
time and part time in
structors are top prior
ities, he saia. 
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Man Arrested for 
Alleged Assault 

By James Keller 
Ronnie Benson, 22, 

of La Marque has 
been arrested and 
charged with assault 
of a female COM stu
dent. 

Benson allegedly ac
costed the student 
while she was sitting 
in her car in the COM 
gym parking lot at ap
proximately 8:30 p.m. 
March 12, after she 
attended a night class, 
according to Sgt. Frank 
Fleming of the Texas 
City Police Department. 

The assailant de
manded the victim's 
watch ana cigarettes, 
then displayed a knife, 
"telling the woman to 
shut up or he would 
kill her," said Joe Ro
tramel, COM's Chief 
of Security. 

The victim was able 
to escape from the car 
and scream, drawing 
the attention of other 
students and causing 
the assailant to flee, 
according to Rotramel. 

The victim identi
fied Benson as her 
assailant from a po
lice "line-up" on March 
14, according to 
Fleming. Benson was 
later released on ball. 

Two security guards 
and one police officer 
were on duty at the 
time of the incident 
(less than the usual 
amount of security) 
because· one officer 
was on vacation and 
another had a person
al emergency, said 
Rotramel. 

The March 12 as
sault was the fourth 
incident since M 'Y 
1980 In which a fe
male COM student 
has been the target 
of a violent attack in 
a campus parking lot. 

In May, a man at
tempted to forcefully 
enter a woman's car 
for the apparent mo
tive of rape or robbery. 
The woman screamed 
and the man fled. No 
arrest was made. 

In August, a man 
confronted and threat
ened a woman as she 
sat In her car. After 
she escaped from the 
car, the assailant drove 
it away, abandoning 
the car later In La 
Marque. No arrest was 
made. 

In September, a man 
entered a woman's car 
as she sat in it, and 
drove to a des
olated area, where he 
raped her. No arrest 
was made. Rotramel 
and COM administra
tive officials have re
cently discussed hiring 
additional security per
sonnel in September, 
facilitating a security 
tore of four on cam
pus during classes, 
said Rotramel, adding, 
"We may have four on 
campus before Septem
ber," 

Regardless of the 
amount of security 
provided, " people 
must take the re
sponsibility for· their 
safety," Rotramel said. 

PERSONAL SECURITY 
by Elizabeth Jarnagin 

" It's up to students 
and far.uitv to take 
precautions/· says Joe 
Rotramel, COM Chief 
of Security, concern
ing personal security 
on the campus. 

Because of a rape 
and two attempted as
saults Fall 1980. one 
additional police of
ficer and a part-time 
security guard were 
hired. All security per
sonnel now wear bright 
blue jackets, to make 
them more visible. 

Rotramel also said 
his office moved from 
the Maintenance Build
ing to the Administra
tion Bullding to be 
"more accessible." 

He suggested all 
students, staff and 
faculty take the follow
ing precautions: 

• Do not walk in park
ing lots alone. 

• Do not sit in a 
car alone. Start it and 
leave. 

• Do not go into a 
dark classroom or 
restroom. 

• Anyone walking 
at night who gets a • 
feeling tnat "something 
isn't right" should find 
someone to walk with. 

• Anyone seen act
ing in a suspicious 
manner should be re
ported immediately to 
campus police. 

Rotramel feels an
other police officer is 
needed. He plans to ask 
COM administration to 
include the salary re
quired in the next bud
get, and thinks reaction 
to his proposal will be 
positive. 

One Approach to 

RAPE PREVENTION 
by Elizabeth Jarnagin 

"Gouge his eyes 
out." "Put one finger 
In each of his nostrils 
and rip the nose off 
his face." And, of course, 
the old standby, "kick 
him in the groin." 

These are things 
women have been told 
to do in a rape situa
tion. However, this 
active resistance can 
often serve to anger 
the attacker. He may 
then go so far as to 
kill the victim. 

The Galveston Rape 
· Crisis Center advo
r.ates passive resis
tance. In this form of 
resistance, the woman 

uses her imagination 
to talk her way out of 
the situation. She can 
make the rapist think 
she is not afraid of 
him by saying llke, 
"Sorry, I don't believe 
in sex on a first date." 

The reasoning be
hind such lines is rap
ists are not after sex. 
Thev want a woman 
to be weak and sub
missive. If one woman 
won't play the part. 
the rapist will often try 
to find someone else 
who will. The woman 
i:;hn1.1lrl nevP.r hea. 
This is exactly what 
the r.apist wants. It 

will only encourage 
him further. 

Many llnes can be 
used to scare off an at
tacker. A simple "I 
haVfJ VD" can work 
very nicely. A woman 
can also tell a rapist 
she is on her way to 
an advanced karate 
class. Another good 
line is, "I have to get 
down to the station. 
My sergeant will be 
mad if I'm late for brief
ing." 

If a woman is in a 
rape situation and she 
is too afraid to speak, 
she can still defend 
herself. OnP. way . is 

to pretend to faint. 
After this, the rapist 
may lose tnterest. 
Another method is to 
go Into a fake seizure. 
This should unnerve 
the rapist. 

No woman can be 
sure how she would 
react in a rape situa
tion. However, with 
the right attitude and 
a little imagination, 
she can get out of a 
rape situation, and 
live. · 

COM Parking Lot Security Precautions 
by Nicky De Lange 
"Every attack we've 

had on campus has 
been done one way 
and one (particular) 
time. The assailant 
waited until the victim 
got to her car and 
caught her either stand
ing by it, or after she 
got in and failed to 
lock the door," Joe Ro
tramel, COM Security 
Director, said in a 
recent interview. 

Referring to a book
let entitted What Every 
Woman Should Know 
About Rape. Rotramel 
quoted a final pas
sage - - "Your best 
weapons are aware
ness, precaution and 
involvement." 
· A September bulle

tin issued by Rotramel 
and posted on campus 
outlined six rules for 
personal security. Ac
cording to the Securi
ty Director, observance 
of one rule would have 
prevented all four at
tacks. 

The rule reads : 
"When you ge_t to your 
vehicle, be ready to 
leave. Open the door, 
get in, lock the door, 
start the car. and drive 
off. Do not attract at
tention by sitting •n 
your vehicle for any 
length of time." 

"We're putting as 
many security guards 
in the parking lot as 
we possibly can. But 
that still doesn't amount 
to a hill of beans un
less the potential vic
tim-which means all 
females, because every 
one of them is a po
tential victim-takes 
precautions to preserve 
herself,'; , Rotramel said. 

At present, two sec
urity guards and one 
police officer are as
signed to the three 
COM parking lots, 
with an additional 
police officer assign
ed to patrol the cam
pu and relieve the 
parking lot officers. 

Anyone who finds 
it necessary to go to 
a car alone is urged 
to notify one of these 
officers, who wlll then 
observe the person 
until he or she is safe
ly in the car and on the 
way out of the lot. 

If no security guard 
is in sight, a call to 
the operator (dial "o") 
should quickly produce 
one. 

Identification of the 
campus security guards 
has been one of the 
most serious problems 
Rotrame l has dealt 
with , he said. During 
cold or rainy weather, 
guards wear jackets 
which cover up iden
tifying patches and 

badges they wear. 
Rotramel said his 

office was seriously 
considering changing 
next fall to a bright 
orange or bright red 
uniform jacket with 
"Police" in large let-
ers in a further attempt 

to make officers more 
visible. 

At present COM 
police wear a light 
brown uniform. Secu
rity guards wear blue 
pants, a lighter blue 
shirt and, when need
ed, a bright blue jacket. 

"We're still finding 
a lot of people on cam
pus who don't know 
we exist, and I've been 
here for seven years," 
commented Rotramel. 

"We're now to the point 
where we're walking 
around to different 
gatherings and to all 
the (COM) secretaries 
introducing ourselves 
again and saying 'Look, 
we're police officers. 
We're here on campus. 
Do you know how to 

reach us?' " 
In an effort to pre

vent further attacks 
in the COM parking 
lots, Rotramel recom
mends the following 
practices: 

• Lock your car when 
you arrive on campus. 

• Do not return alone 
to it-go with some
one else or notify a 
security guard. 

• Have your keys out 
and be ready to open 
the door at once. 

• Do not linger - get' 
In at once and immea
iately lock the door 
again. . 

• Leave as soon as 
possible. 

e If anyone attempts 
to enter the car, blow 
the horn until assis
tance arrives. 

" I realize we're ask
ing a lot," Rotramel 
admitted. "But stand
ing at the car, even 
for a fraction of a sec
ond, is critical if a per
son is hiding behind 
a car. 
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Undergraduate Education Changes to be Made 
Who's Who 

by Rebecca Freeman 
and Jean Eversole 
A considerable 

change occurred in 
undergraduate educa
tion from the late 1960s 
to the late 70s, accord
ing to a report by the 
Task Force·at UH Cen
tral Campus. 

The report stated 
trends were toward re
duced general educa
ti-o n requirements 
and increased flexi
bility in satisfying the 
requirements which 
remained. There was 
also a general decline 
in basic skills-read
ing, writing, mathe
matics, reasoning and 
critical thinking. 

As a result, "fewer 
students were being 
prepared to deal in an 
intelligent, critical 
and creative way with 
the intellectual, social 
and scientific problems 
which confront our 
society." 

The Task Force, 
consisHng of 21 facul
ty and six students, 
considered four as
pects of the under
graduate program and 
presented recommen
dations on each. The 
aspects were: Core 
Curriculum, Academic 

- Aevising, Develop
mental Education and 
Instructional Improve
ment. 

Mastery of the basic 
skills needed for the 

· acquisition and use of 
knowledge is the goal 
of the first level of the 
Core Curriculum. 

All students not ob
taining credit by ex
amination will be re
quired to take 12 credits 
in English, six at the 
freshman level and six 
at the sophomore 
level. 

All students are ex
pected to complete 
Mathematics 131 O 
(College Algebra) and 
an additional three 
semester hours in rea
soning, mathematics, 
logic, computer science 
or statistics. 

Thirty additional 
credits are required 
for the Knowledge 
Base and Advanced 
Skills level of the Core 
Curriculum. The ob
jectives of the second -
category are (1) to 
acquire a knowledge 
base, and (2) develop 
higher and more so
phisticated language 
skills, specifically cri
tical reading and writ
ing. 

Course requirements 
in this level include: 
American History and 
Government (12 cre
dits), Physical and 
Life Sciences (6.-8 ere-

dits), Cultural Heri
tage (6 credits), Soc
ial and Behavioral 
Sciences (6 credits) . . 

Students are otten 
unable to deal with 
ideas outside their 
major discipline or re
late ideas from their 
major to other subject 
matter, the report stat
ed. The reason for this 
is the fact undergrad
uate education is fre
quently fragmented or 
compartmentalized. 

The Knowledge Inte
gration component of 
the Core will provide 
students at junior 
and senior levels with 
experience in analyz
ing, criticizing and re
lating ideas from more 
than one discipline. 

This requirement 
may be satisfied by 
taking at least six 
credits _at the 4000 
level or completion of 
a minor program. 

The Task Force also 
recommended com
pletion of six semes
ter hours at the 2000 
level of one foreign 
language for a B.A. 
degree. 

Twelve semester 
hours in the formal 
scitmces (mathema
tics, computer science 
and formal logic) were 
recommended for the 
B.S.- degree. At least 
six of the 12 semester 
hours must be in 
mathematics. 

Another Task Force 
recommendation con
cerns freshmen, stu
dents re-enrolling after 
an absence of one 
calendar year, and 
transfer students. 

These students who 
have not completed 
basic skills courses in 
English and mathe
matics must qualify at 
designated levels be
fore being permitted 
to enroll in certain 
courses. 

Students who fail to 
qualify for entering 
English 303 and Math 
1310 must enroll in 
developmental courses 
until they can qualify. 
Health and P.E. and a 
study skills course 
will be the only courses 
available to them until 
they qualify for higher 
Math and English 
courses. 

The second aspect 
of the undergraduate 
program is Academic 
Advising. 

The new advising 
programs' primary 
mission is to "foster 
the growth and devel
opment of individual 
students to their maxi
mum potential." Re-

commendations for 
completing this goal 
include: incre~sing 
awareness and us.e of 
educational resources, 
providing better link
age between academic 
preparation and life 
goals, establishing 
year-round program of 
competent and con
sistent advising ser
vices, and helping stu
dents to set realistic 
academic goals. 

A large decrease in 
SAT scores shows the 
decline in the achieve
ment of students en
tering U of H Central 
Campus. The Task 
Force believes ex
panding the develop
mental English pro
gram, providing a 
comparable mathe
matical skflls program, 
and developing a pro
gram to encourage ef
fective reading and 
study skills will raise 
achievement levels. 

The developmental 
programs should in
c I u de self-paced 
courses to accommo
date the wide varia
tion of students' abili
ties, saict the report. 

The fourth aspect 
considered by the 
Task Force was In
structional Improve
ment. Improving the 
quality of undergrad
uate instruction at U 
of H is the purpose 
of the recomenda
tions made. 

Recommendations 
included an intensive 
evaluation program 
to document teaching 
effectiveness, a cam
pus-wide mandatory 
student evaluation of 
undergraduate teach
ing, and a faculty re
source center offering 
teaching development 
services. 

A final report of 
Task Force recom
mendations will be 
presented to Chancel-

Dodd Elected 
Emmeline Dodd, 

COM biology instruc
tor was elected during 
the state-wide annual 
convention held in 
March at the Sham
rock Hilton Hotel in 
Houston. 

Dodd wi II serve on 
the executive com
mittee of TJCTA. 

In the past, Dodd 
served on the T JCT A's 
legislative committee, 
nominating committee, 
and the ad hoc com
mittee on faculty roles 
in college governance. 

lor Barry Munitz and 
Provost George Mag
ner this spring. 

Some aspects of 
the basic skills level 
of the Core Curricu-
1 um, developmental 
program and advising 
program may be im
plemented one calen
dar year after appro
val. Fall 1982, there
fore, is the earliest 
date any of these re
commendations could 
be initiated. 

Letter to 
the Editor 
Editor: 

In Elizabeth Jar
nagin's review of Pip
pin, she makes state
ments such as "Some 
of the scenes and 
costumes are very 
suggestive," "Lewis' 
outfit (perhaps cos
tume or attire?) was 
offensive," "Some of 
the jokes, however, 
are obscene," and "The 
play could do without 
the orgy scene." 

All these statements 
are a matter of opinion, 
even though Jarnigan 
did not state in her 
article these were her 
opi_nlons. 

When I go to the 
theater, I expect adult 
entertainment unless 
it is specified chil
dren's theater will be 
performed. Obscenity 
is a matter of personal 
taste. The orgy scene 
(in Pippin) was taste
fully done and a very 
important part of the 
play. 

If Jarnigan saw 
more live theater, it 
might be easier for her 
to distinguish between 
what most theater pat
rons find entertain
ment, and what is per
formed pornography. 

Sonja H. Stephens 
Jarnigan 's review of 

Pippin was precisely 
her opinion. Reviews 
are opinion - Editor. 

Fourteen COM stu
dents have been sel
ected to be included 
in the ·1980-81 edition 
of "Who's Who Among 
Students in Ameri
can Junior Colleges." 

Included in the new 
edition of "Who's 
Who" will be Texas 
City residents Victory 
Earls, Randy Hamil
ton, Shirley Renfro 
and Lori Stanton; La 

Are Fees Fair? 
by Mary Blair 

Have you ever tried 
to add a class, or re
gister late only to find 
you have been charg
ed for the class (es) 
plus an extra sum? 

If so, you have en
countered either the 
$3 schedule-change 
fee or the $10 late
registration fee. 

In the past, students 
were allowed to regis
ter or change their 
schedules at any time. 
However, this caused 
the system to be slow. 
It prevented those who 
had planned their sche
dules from registering 
smoothly. 

During a 1977 Fall 
meeting on registra
tion, deans, directors 
of departments, and 
others discussed pro-
blems encountered 
during registration. 
Dr. Robert Johnston, 
Director of Admis
sions/Registrar, brought 
up the point of how 
slow the registration 
process was. 

A written proposal 
to charge students for 
late registration and 
schedule changes 
was submitted to the 
Board of Trustees. As 
a result, the two fees 
became policy and 
were first printed on 
pages 22 and 26 re
spectively in the 1978-
79 'edition of the col
lege catalog. 

Notices were sent 
out to students who 
had attended COM in 
Fall 1977 informing 

ANGELA DA VIS 
by Roy F. Hans 

Texas Southern Uni
versity's Program 
Council Forum II Com
mittee recently pre
sented Angela Davis 
as a featured speaker 
in Hannah Hall Audi
torium. 

Davis, 36, Activist, 
professor . ana a.uthor, 
was welcomed by a 
standing-room only 
crowd. She charged 
President Ronald Rea
gan as being "the 
cowboy in the White 
House who sympathiz
ed .with the KKK. '• 

Davis assured th~' 
audience the black 
movement was not 
dead. "Now, with every 
newspaper showing 
the steady rise of Klan 
unrest blacks and 
other oppressed indi
viduals should begin 
grouping and organiz
ing ag~inst these signs 
of impending danger," 
she said. 

Davis mentioned 
how billions of dollars 
are being spent to 
house-the MX Missile, 
compared to bilHon~ 
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Marque residents 
Priscilla Cox, Carla 
Crawford, Linda Han
sen and Michelle Rob
inson; Dickinson resi
dents Janet Kuyken
dall and Vicki Steed; 
Hitchcock resident 
Rebecca Freeman; 
Arcadia resident Re
becca Lacroix, Web
ster resident Saundra 
Harper, Houston re
sident Marty Dial. 

them of the change. 
In addition, signs 
were put up in the re
gistration office. 

These fees were 
designed to make stu, 
dents· think ahead and 
plan their schedules. 
The fees also pay for 
clerical help needed 
to put changes into 
computer terminals. 

In Fall 1978, stud-· 
dents were allowed to 
register early for 
classes, thus rewarding 
them for making 
chnicP,s early, and giv-
ing them first choice 
in the scheduled cur
riculum. 

These fees are not 
unique to COM, ac
cording to Johnston · 
Most other junor col, 
leges and universities 
also have them. In 
many cases, universi
ties have application 
and registration fees. 

COM's schedule-
change fee is a flat 
$3, which is not neces
sarily the case in other 
colleges. Many junior 
colleges in the area 
charge a $3 tee tor 
each line changed on 
the schedule. 

Before the 1ate-re
g istration fee was ::iri
ded at COM. 400 to 
_500 students· out of a 
total student body of 
some 23,000 register
ed late. These statis
tics dropped consider
ably after the $10 late
registration fee was 
added, according to 
Johnston. 

of dollars needed for 
Housing and feeding 
America's poor. Amer
ica needs to guard it
self against itself, she 
said. "Some people in 
the White House are 
willing to push the 
button right now, sne 
said. 

''Russia isn't the 
big threat Americans 
think it is. The U. S. 
Government formulat
ed scare tactics for 
Hs own purposes," 
Davis said. 
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Nuclear Power--=--------
by Jack Steingas 
On February 10th 

and 11th, Dick Line
barger presented COM 
students with a video
tape entitled "Medical 
Implications of Nu
clear Power." Linebar
ger is on an eight
month speaking tour 
across the U.S. em
phasizing the harm
ful effect of nuclear 
energy. 

"Little children in 
America don't think 
they will get a chance 
to grow up. We should 
stop building power 
plants before we have 
more accidents simi
lar to Three Mile Is-

COURSES 
OFFERED 

The 1981 DiAECTORY 
OF EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMS: LATIN 
AMERICA is a .new 
consolidated catalo
gue published by 18 
universities and lan
guage institutes in 
Mexico and Central 
America which offer 
courses for North 
Americans. 

Tuition fees, course 
descriptions, housing 
information, program 
dates, registration 
forms, and toll-free 
WATS numbers for 
free calls to the regis
tration center are out
lined. 

Costs range from 
$90 a week and include 
tuition, meals and 
lodging with families 
orin hotels. 

Among the 18 par
ticipating schools are 
UNAM, the Univer
sity of Guadalajara 
and the University of 
Veracruz. They offer 
art, language and 
courses in English and 
Spanish at the under 
graduate and graduate 
tevel. 

Also included are 
language institutes in 
Cuernavaca, Mexico 
City, Morelia, San 
Miguel, Chalchihuites, 
Mazatlan, Guadala
jara, Saltillo, Guate
mala and Costa Rica. 
These offer tutorial or 
small group (3-4 stu
dents) classes in con
versational Spa-nish 
for two to six hours 
daily. 

Reference copies 
of the Directory may 
be ordered by sending 
$4 to the National 
Registration Center 
for Study Abroad, 823 
N. Second Street, L75 
Milwaukee, WI 53203. 

land," states Linebar
ger. 

The film was nar
rated by Dr. Helen 
Caldicott, an Austria• 
lian. 

Caldicott stated, "It 
puts a threat tn every 
moment of our life to 
know we have enough 
weapons and nuclear 
waste to kill everyone 
in an hour and U.S. 

as Americans we have 
the freedom to do so," 
she said. 

"We have a 40 per
cent chance to survive 
to the year 2,000. A 
few who have interests 
to pursue in an organi
zational structure are 
making the decisions. 
There is no present 
method of storing nu
clear waste," Caldi
cott states in the film. 

(government) are still 
making weapons and 
producing nuclear 
waste. 

The Nuclear Power 
Forum was present
ed by the Political 
Science Department 
instructor Jim Finley. 

On Monday, March 
9th, Dr. John L. Hub
isz of COM's Physics 
Department presented 
a rebuttal to these ar
guments. 

Calqicott gave view
ers facts and figures 
to support her thesis. 

"People are not 
aware of what nuclear 
power actually con
sists of. Our congress
men are intelligent 
idiots who are hiding 
their heads like os
triches. It's up to us to 
do something about 
this problem because 

"Nuclear energy 
research is necessary, 
if the United States 
hopes to continue to 
advance in the twen
tieth century," Hubisz. 
said. To conclude the film, 

r .., 

Campua PGpe,back r,c,t,ellc,, 
1. The Official Preppy Handbook, edited by Lisa Birn- · 

bach. (Workman, $3.95.) Making the grade: humor. 
- . 

2. The Next Whole Earth Catalog, edited by Stewart 
Brand. (Point/Random House, $12.50.) Ideas for the 80's. 

3. Godel, Escher, Bach, by Douglas R. Hofstadter. 
(Vintage, $8.~5.) Computer scientist's theory of reality. 

'. 4. Still Ufe with Woodpecker, by Tom Robbins. (Bantam, 
$6.95.) A sort of love story: fiction. 

s~ A Field Gulde to Birds East of the Rockfes, by Roger 
Tory Peterson. (Houghton Mifflin, $9.95.) Revised.classic. 

6. Garfield at Large, by Jim Davis. (Ballantine, $4.95.) Wit 
and wisdom of comic strip cat. 

7. Jailbird, by Kurt Vonnegut. (Dell, $2.95.) One man's life 
from Harvard through Watergate: fiction. 

8. Smiley's People, by John le Carre. (Bantam, $3.50.) 
British masterspy versus Russian counterpart: fiction. 

9. The Dead Zone, by Stephen King. (NAL/Signet, $3.50.) 
Terror tale of a man who sees into the future: fiction. 

10. Executioner's Song, by Norman Mailer. (Warner, $2.95.) 

"'-

A true-life novel about Gary Gilmore. . 

Compiled by The Chronicle of Higher Education from information 
supplied by college· stores throughqut the country. February 2, 1981. 

UNIVERSITY 
OF ST. THOMAS 

3812 Montrose Houston, Texas n006 (713) 522-7911 

Independent, Catholic, Coeducational 

Day, Night, Full and Part-time, Transfer 

Bachelor Degrees in Arts & Sciences, 
Business, Nursing, Music, Education 

25 areas of study on undergraduate level. 

Undergraduate pre-professional programs, 
Law, Medical and Dental, Physical Therapy, Medical 

Technology, Nutrition and Diatetics, Theology 

Master of Arts in philosophy, Business 
Administration, Education, Divinity, 

Religious Education, Theological Studies . 

Special academic programs include 
"Semester in Rome" for sophomores and UST 

in Merida Summer Program . 

Cooperative progra')l with NASA. 
5 year cooperative program in En'gineering 

with Notre Dame. 

A l - 12 student/teacher ratio . 
Faculty 60% of whom hold doctorates. 

Financial Aid Available. 

j 
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FIREWHEEL 
Wins Top Award 

by Roy F. Hans 
Firewheel, COM'S 

student magazine, . 
won the High Achiever 
Award for Best Col
lege Magazine from 
the Webb Historical 
Society at a March 7 
meeting in · El Paso. 

The award was re
ceived by Alexander 
Pratt, Chairman, COM 
Social Science Divi
sion. Pratt is a mem
ber of Texas State 
Historical Associa
tion, and board mem
ber of the Webb Histori
cal Society. 

The award design
ated Firewheel as top 
magazine in the state. 
The COM magazine 
beat 15 other college 
publications, includ
ing those of the three
campused San Jacinto 
of Houston. 

"At its inception, 
Firewheel gave COM 
students a unique op
portunity to contribute 
to the recording of the 
Galveston County 
history. Through this 
magazine, COM has 
increased its service 

to the community," 
Pratt said. 

He pointed out that 
the award to Firewheel 
"attests to the dili
gence of students from 
the graphics, history, 
journalism and print-
; ng departments at 
COM and the other 
sponsors for the issue 
which won the award." · 

The two other spon
sors were Sandra Du
vall; graphics, and Kit 
van Cleave, journalism. 

The award "also at
tests to our need for 
assuming leadership 
roles in featuring his
tori ca I awareness 
activities at COM," 
said Pratt. 

The COM chapter of 
Webb Historical Soc
iety was named after 
Walter Prescott Webb, 
an internationally
known UT historian. 
Webb was an advo
cate of local histori
cal studies programs 
through which young 
people could gain 
.broader insights into 
history. 

COMSAB Activities 
Programs 

by Jack Steingas 
Disco dances, gong 

shows, and a world
record banana split? 

Dr. Warren Dodson, 
Director, Human R~
sources, says such 
events are possible in 
his plans to develop 
interest in Student 
Activities Board (COM
SAB)_ projects. 

Dodson wishes 
more COM students 
would attend COMSAB 
meetings. So far, only 
a few students have 
shown interest. 

Dodson provided 
lnterCOM with the 
following COMSAB 
budget breakdown: 

• Spring Semester 
registration contribut
ed $22,500 to Student 
Activities. Each student 
contributed 50¢ per 
semester hour. 

• Approximately 
$15,000 has .gone to 
support Student Deve-
1 opm e nt Programs. 
These programs in
cluded instruction 
for the Future Work 
Conference and sup
port of activities lead
ing to Black History 
Month. 

• Approximately 
$3,500 went to sup-

port various other 
campus clubs and 
activities. These clubs 
improve student life 
on camous. 

eApproximately 
$4,000 is left to sup
port upcoming student 
activities. 

Activities now plan
ned include a Gong 
Show March 11 at 
noon in the Student 
Center, and a Disco 
Dance Contest March 
18 noon in the Stu
dent Center. 

All COM students 
are invited to partici
pate in these two events 
and to help plan more 
activities. 

"Students should 
stop criticizing and 
become involved. Don't 
sit on the sideline and 
criticize work done 
by others. COM stu
dents should attend 
meetings and help de
cide what · projects 
will be done," Dodson 
says. 

In the past, COM
SAB has always con
tributed heavily to 
campus . organizations. 
This Spring Semester 
fund has been one of 
the largest. 



Reaulta of COM Board of 
Truatee Election, April 4 

Position 3 
Roy Engelke 2474 
Robt. P. Green, M.D. 2119 

Position 4 
Dean Allen 680 
Ernest Deata 1456 

' 
Mary Doyle 2618 

DRIVELINE 
Things That Go Bump In The Night-"Statistics 
show that two out of three accidents happen 
at night. The after-dark death rate per miles 
driven is two to three times the rate for daylight 
driving . . . Never leave your car on the shoulder 
of the road with parking lights on. Other drivers 
may think your car is still moving ... "-From 
,Vew Driver Magazine 

BAD NEWS FOR CAR BUYERS! The double 
whammy of inflation-recession is pricing many 
Americans out of the new car market. Average 
price of a new American car is $8,200, up 100 
percent in the last decade. The prime lending 
rate has reached the stratospheric height of 19 
percent, and car loans typically run two to four 
percent higher than the prime. Result? The 
monthly payment on a 48 month $6,000 car 
loan is nearly $170. 

SMALL CAR HAZARDS: "In a collision be
tween a subcompact and a full -sized car, occu
pants in the smalle r ca, are eight times more 
likely to be killed ," says the U. S. Dept. of Trans
portation . Safet) ex perts contend this fac t is a 
strong warning ti> small car drive rs to stay 
with in the 55 MPH speed limi t. since lower 
speeds clear ly red uce the risk ;md severi ty of 
inju,ies. 

-
DR!.\"K!.\'C DRJl'f.'RS GO TO POT ,\ 'atwnU'ide 
su rn'y.1 1l1<J11' that r,n pnrn1t of .-/maim\ high ,chool 
.11'1/ior.1 hm,<' lri,·d 11w rij11r11w. Lik,, rilrnlwl du ring 
Prohibil1on, 111arij11w111 is illegal, but that d11r,111 't pre
vent it J1mn liPing a pojmlar and 1l'irli1 /y used ,\Oricd 
drug. 0 11<' ,jf,,cl of t/111 trend i,1 that 111a11 v yow1g p;,o
ple 110n• ro uti11 1'(Y drii 11' rl'hile under th e ir!fhmza of 
manjua11a. Th e problem 1s that marijuana, like alro
hol, L, a (1' 11 /ra/ nen•ous \ "f1/e111 depres.w11t. it slows a 
driver', rm rfio11 time, disto ,·fs perreptio11 , and rt'duces 
the raparity to make dl'ci.1io11.1. N uml'ro 11.1 research 
studin have de111011.1fmtrd that marijuana d1fi nitely 
derrem e,1 drii1i11g ability. Even worsr', many people 
routin fl)' combin e b11ou wul ·pot befim, they head out 
1111 the highway. Re11'a/'/'ha1 lwve .fo1111d that the com
bined da111aw of' alrolwl and marijuana to driving 
.,kill i.1 mon, hann/id than the ejfecl of'nther drug used 

. by it.,elf. -

Share your questions, anecdotes and observa
tions with us. Write to: 

Texas Traffic Safety Section 
State Department of Highways 

and Public Transportation 
Austin, Texas 78701 
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Exiled African 
Journalist Lectures 

Child Development 
Coord. Praises BOT by Roy F. Hans 

Dumisani Kumalo, 
an exiled journalist 
from South Africa, 
lectured in L-131's 
teaching auditorium 
recently as part of 
Black History Month. 

Kumalo's lecture 
centered on big busi
ness. racism. and U. S. 
Government. 

"I'm frightened, 
really frightened," 
Kumalo expressed as 
he related his obser
vations concerning 
parallels of the poor 
in the U.S. and South 
Africa. 

"The common bond
age poor people have 
is being exploited by 
both big business and 
government. How can 
a government come 
and establish busi
nesses in my country 
saying, 'This is to help 
your people,' then can't 
give that same chari
ty at home?" he asked. 

"We want U.S. busi
nesses out of our 
country. We want to 
be able to handle our 
own affairs." Kumalo 
said the black South 
African worker gets 
25¢, as compared to 
the South African 
white's $5 an hour. 

Kumalo's lectur 
discussed the one
man-a-day hangings 
and personal status 
one has according 
to skin coloring. He 
cited an incident in
volving a young white 
girl, tanned by the 
sun, who was taken 
from her natural par
ents and classed as a 
colored. 

A journalist in South 
Africa until June 1977, 
Dumisani worked for 
the South African 
Post News, Dr-um 
Magazine, and as 
chief reporter for the 
Johannesburg Sunday 
Times Extra (Black 
edition). He was found
er of the Union of 
Black Journalists, an 
organization active 
In the black-:eonscious
ness mo·vement ban
ned by the South Afri
.can government Octo
ber 1977. 

Kumalo has stated 
his intentions were 
not to condemn the 
U.S. but to enlighten 
poor people (black 
and white) for surfac
ing problems in Amer
ica, similar occur
ranees in South Africa. 

by Lynn Trafton 
"The Board of Trus

tees and the Adminis
tration of COM have 
always provided ex
cellent support ser
vices to both students 
and personnel," says 
Jan Smith, Coordina
tor for Child Develop
ment Programs. 

"I am confident they 
will make responsible 
decisions to provide 
needed student , ser
'vices which· are fiscal
ly sound and cost ef
ficient," Smith added. 

Smith, who helped 
develop COM's Child 
Development Program, 
i~ a busy person. She 
is in demand on campus 
and off. Noted locally 
for speaking engage
ments, workshops and 
classes, she would 
much rather talk about 
the growth of the Child 
Development Programs 
at COM. 
· "Its past and future 
are both important," 
says Smith. "Since its 
inception in the spring 
of 197~, the program 
has grown no less 
than 500 percent in 
contact hours of train
ing provided to the 
community. 

a quality lab setting. 
The AAS program on 
campus started Sept
ember, 1980. 

COM's Child Devel
opment Program offers 
one and two year pro
grams, and any grad
uate of these programs 
may transfer up to 55 
hours to UHCLC. Non
crediJ programs are 
a1so available. 

At present, Smith is 
working with Joe Rubio, 
Associate Dean for 
Technical-Vocational 
Programs, Chuck Ma
haney, Division Chair-· 
man of Industrial Edu
cation/Public Services 
Careers, and her Ad
visory Board on a fea
sibility study for a child 
Development Labora
tory at COM. 

"The study should 
be ready to present to 
the BOT in the near 
future," reports Smith. 

Grafton Criticized 
Local Newspaper 

. ,n 

" We are beginning 
to recruH child devel
opment students from 
the high schools as -
we develop a better 
working relationship 
with the home econo
mic departments offer
ing these courses. 
Since we are recruit
ing students new to 
the business of caring 
for children in groups, 
a quality learning ex
perience should be 
provided. 

"Only a few years 
ago, the need for a 
child care program at 
COM hadn't been re
cognized," explained 
Smith. "However, as 
the economy got worse, 
the need grew, and 
will continue to grow. 
There is now a docu
mented need for a 
child care service for 
students who are par
ents. The proposed lab 
could fulfill this de
mand,'' 

by James Keller 
In the March 4 edi

tion of the Texas City 
·oaily Sun, columnist 
Cathy Gillentine criti
cized Bob Grafton, 
editor of COM's Focus, · 
for his article entitled 
''Reaganomics: Dis
aster or Panacea?" 

The article featured 
quotes made by John 
Judis, contributing 
editor to The Progres
sive, who presented 
a negative view of 
Reagan 's economic 
policy. 

Grafton provokes 
"wrath in people by 
writing in opposition 
to what most of them 
believe," stated Gillen
tine. 

"I try to be provo
cative because educa
tion is based on the 
exchange of ideas," 
said Grafton. 

Gillentine stated 
further Grafton was 
not familiar with the 
word "gospel," and 
that he and others at 
COM have bastardiz
ed the COM motto: 
"Humanhood through -
brotherhood." She 
wrote that three people 
at COM have "alienat-

ed beyong redemption 
city leaders, school 
leaders and the press 
here in Texas City," 
but did not name who 
the three were. 

" She has no idea of 
my religious beliefs. I 
am not an atheist," 
sai.d Grafton. 

"She has a right to 
her opinion, but she 
distorts the truth with 
innuendo and mis
representation," said 
Grafton, adding he be
lieves Gillentine's arti
cle was a personel 
vendetta. 

Gilletine denied a 
vendetta aimed at 
Grafton was her mo
tive, but refused to 
comment further. 

"This excellence 
can be carried with 
them into the profes
sion as they practice 
child care in the fu
ture." 

Texas Education 
Agency requires 50 
percent of child devel
opment training to be 
in a laboratory setting. _ 
Within three years of 
the starting date of an 
AAS program, the 
college must provide 

As more and rr.ore 
mothers enter the 
work force, they must 
upgrade their skills 
in order to made a 
decent contribution to 
the family income. 
This means going to 
school. Many are also 
working. 

A high oercentage 
of women wno are re
sponsible for children 
make up the COM stu
dent body. The neces-. 
sity·for child care con
tinues to grow on the 
campus 

"It should be made 
clear the college can 
not pay for child care," 
says Smith, "but I feel 
quality care is possible 
through an on-campus 
lab." 

"I r 

Hew&-
MacDoodle StrNt, by Mark Alan Stamaty. ( Congdon & 
Lattes, $6.95.) Cartoon strip about a bohemian poet. 

Problems and Other Stories, by John Updike. (Fawcett/ 
Crest, $2,95.) Twenty-three stories about middle-age. 

The Brethren, by Bob Woodward and Scott Armstrong. 
(Avon, $3.50.) Behind-the-scenes at the Supreme Court. 

Association of American Publishers 
... ~ 
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COM Ploy Holds Real Suspence 

by Nicky De Lange 
In true Agatha Chris

tie style, COM director 
Reggie Schwander 
kept the actors in the 
dark while rehearsing 
COM Community 
Theatre's latest offer
ing, The Mousetrap. 

Schwander caref u 1-
ly removed the last 
few pages from al I 
scripts before giving, 
them to the cast, in
surinQ only he and the 
villain Knew ouring 
rehearsals "whodunit." 
The actors were kept 
in the dark about the 
murderer's identity, 
just as the audience 
will be during the play's 
four-week run. 

Schwander admit
ted to being surprised 
that 50 people tried 
out for roles in the 
suspense drama. The 

director, whose pre
vious credits at COM 
include Hello Dolly 
and Kismet, credits 
the Christie name 
with bringing out so 
many actors. The play 
aIso contains "eight 
excellent characters," 
he said. 

The Mousetrap 
holds the world's re
cord for longest con
tinuous-running Eng
lish language drama 
-28 years on the Lon
don stage as of Nov
ember 25, 1980. 

Performances at 
the COM Theatre will 
be Thursdays through 
Saturdays at 8 p.m. 
and Sundays at 2:30 
p.m. April 9 - May 3. 
Reservations are avail
able through the box 
office, ext. 345. 

10th Aniversary of Theatre 
With the 1980-81 

season still in prod
uction at COM Com
munity Theatre, plans 
are already underway 
for next year's tenth 
anniversary. 

Guild memberships 
for next season will go 
on sale May 4. Theatre 
Executive Director Jack 
WPst!n is advising pa-

trons to renew old mem
berships early, and plan 
ahead for next season. 

Included on the bill 
for 1981-82 are One 
Flew Over the Cuckoo's 
Nest; reruns of A Christ• 
mas Carol, The Taming 
of the Shrew, and Fid
dler on the Roof; the 
New Playwrights' Series 
VI (pending acceptance 

of a grant from Texas 
Commission on the 
Arts), and West Side 
Story. 

Theatre Guild mem• 
berships start at $15 
per person. They in
clude tickets for all six 
productions valued at 
$42; a discount book for 
other shows in Galves
ton County, valued at 

$30; a long-playing ste
reo album, · Greatest 
Broadway Hits, valued 
at $5.95; regular ed
itions of the theatre's 
news-magazine Front 
Row. 

For more info, or to 
reserve a guild mem
bership, call ext. 345 

UH NEW MUSIC ENSEMBLE PLAYS AT COM 
by Lynn Trafton 

The UH New Music 
Ensemble gave an ex
cellent example of 
new music at their 
April 2 evening per
formance at COM. The 
ensemble is compos
ed of 15 graduate and 
11n.'-'11Aao!.8•--...el11..-..,I, -·•• u11u,:ny1aucra-ic .:>lU" 

dents from the School 
of Music. 

The presentation 
was scheduled to coin
cide with the Contem
porary Arts Workshop 
conducted from March 
30 - April 10. Both lec
tures and a panel on 
new music helped to 
prepare the way for 
the musicians. 

Dr. Michael Horvit, 
Director of the New 
Music Ensemble and 
head of the composi
tion and theory de
partment at the UH 
school of music, ex
plained and interpret
ed each of the five 
compositions. 

The players' skill in 
interpretation and ex
ecution was evident 
from the first. They 
were comfortable· 
with the music, their 
instruments and the 
audience. 

The composers re-

presented were lngolf 
Dahl with "Music for 
Brass Instruments" 
(1944); Michael Hor
vit, "Lyric Suite for 
flute and Marimba" 
(1980); and David Ash
ley White, "Flash-
h"'L,..,l,~ '' 
UD\,,,1'.~. 

Horvit and White 
are · both associated 
with UH. 

New music has no 
recognizable clas
sic or popular themes 
running through it. It 
very seldom has a 
reoccurring beat or 
theme. 

Difficult? It can be. 
Some composers even 
call on the perform
ers to play the instru
ments in unusual ways. 
Piano strings are pluck
ed, the violin is play
ed on the neck, and 
the flute and the clar
inet face into the open 
grand piano to sound 
a soft echo. 

A demonstration of 
the electronic -syn
thesizer added to the 
enjoyment of the eve
ning. Engineer Paul 
Mills asked for ques
tions, then left the room 
so the synthesizer 
could answer them. 

TLC Gets Computer 
by Nicky De Lange 
COM students en

rolled in the Total 
Learning Center (TLC) 
are discovering a com
puter can be their best 
frienp. 

·Recent installation 
of Radio Shack micro
computer TRS - 80 
Model II has enabled 
lab instructor Carolyn 
Sharer to Sp.end more 
time with students, 
Sharer says. More in
dividual attention can 
also be given areas of 
reading and writing 
difficulties. 

Unlike R2-D2, TRS-
80 does not beep, 
whistle, or scoot up 
and dowA t~~sles of 
the lab. It can, how
ever, make an occas
ion a I printed com
ment, Sharer discover
ed. 

While in the pro
cess of learning to 
operate the micro
computer, she entered 
some information in
correctly. To her sur• 
prise, she says, across 
the computer screen 
appeared the queston 
"What?" 

Let R2-D2 or C-3PO 
top that. 

Shelves in TLC are 
filled with books con
taining aids and exer
cises to improve read
ing and writing skills. 
Before TRS-80 was 
addedtothelab,Sha~ 
er manually searched 
out appropriate books 
for each student's par
ticular needs. 

Now Sharer simply 
enters a code con
taining a classifica-

tion of a student's 
problem area in read
ing or writing. She 
gets a complete print
out listing books, page 
numbers, and specific 
exercises designed to 
aid in the student's 
improvement program. 
The ent:re process 
takes less than two 
minutes. 

John Kupsa, COM's 
Systems Analyst, pro
grammed the comput
er for this special use. 
Dr. Carolyn Hartnett 
suggested use of a 
computer, and put to
gether the catalog of 
information entered 
fo its memon, hanks, 

Hartnett, writing lab 
manager and coor
dinator of writing 
courses, says the com
puter has the added 
advantage of being 
programmed to pro
vide exercises and 
aids geared to the 
reading or writing level 
of each student. As 
the student progresses, 
she says, more diffi
cult work can be as
signed by entering a 
different code into the 
TRS-80. 

Reading and writing 
lab students put off 
by the thought of a 
computer looming 
over them should know 
they "will not have to 
operate or even come 
in contact with the 
machine," Hartnett 
says. "It will, on the 
contrary, allow time 
for more individual at
tention and help from 
the lab instructor." 



WELLIVER VISITS 
COM 

by Mary Blair 
COM's Gallery is 

currently preparing 
for its "most valuable 
show," according to 
Jean Wetta, COM Gal
lery Director and Art 
History instructor. 

Some 50 works of 
Neil W~lliver, land
scape. artist and co
chairman of the Fine 
Arts Department, Grad
uate School of Fine 
Arts, University of 
Pennsylvania, will be 
displayed in the COM 
Gallery April 24 through 
May 15 from 1 to 4 
p.m., Monday through 
Thursday or by appoint
ment. 

Catalogs are avail
able for $3 e_ach. 

Welliver's show is 
curated by Dahlia 
Morgan, Director of 
Visual Arts Gallery, 
Florida International 
University (FIU). His 
works are being ship-

1::d ,iem th-i-;:, tmivei
sity following his ex
hibition and visita
tion there February 
23 through March 20. 
COM and FIU will be 
the only schools in the 
country to host this 
show. 

fhe COM show will 
feature the artist's 
si I kscreens, I itho
graphs and etchings. 
Only his smaller (20" 
x 18" and smaller) 
landscape paintings · 
will be on display here, 
although his bigger 
works range from a 
size of five feet square 
to eight by ten feet. 

Welliver's show is 
sponsored by the Divi
sion of Fine Arts, Divi
sion of Continuing 
Education and Com
munity Services and 
Student Development. 

Marking the begin
ning of the show, 
Welliver will speak in 
the teaching auditorium 

(L 131) on "Art and Our 
Threatened Environ
ment" April 24 at 7 
p.m. Along with his 
lecture, Welliver will 
present slides of his 
work and a movie on 
his lifestyle. A recep
tion opening his show 
will follow in the COM 
Gallery. 

While at COM, 
Welliver will also hold 
three seminars in 
which he will speak 
on art and painting. 
One seminar open ex
clusively to COM stu
dents free of charge 
will be held April 23 
from 9 to 11 a.m. Other 
seminars will be held 
April 23 from 1 to 4 
p.m. and April 24 from 
9 to 12 noon. These 
seminars are also free 
to COM students. 
However, the puolic 
can attend at a cost 
01 "'5. A-dvance regis
tration · to these semi
nars is suggested. 

Welliver was born 
in Millville, Pennsyl
vania. He has lived in 
Philadelphia where 
he took a B.F.A. at the 
Philadelphia Museum 
College of Art in 1953. 
He earned his M.F.A. 
at Yale University, 
New Haven, Connecti
cut in 1955. 

An avid conserva
ti on a Ii st, Welliver 
began buying property 
in Lincolnville, Maine 
over 15 years ago. He 
eventually accumulat
ed 1200 acres, seg
ments of which he 
uses for subjects in 
his pair.itings. 

He lives and works 
year round in Lincoln
ville. He teaches grad
uate students at the 
University of Pennsyl
vania a few days each 
month from Septem
ber through May. 
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REAGAN OM ICS REPORT 
By Kelli Schroeder 
"Reaganomics: Dis

aster or Panacea," a 
public forum to ex
pose the public to per
spectives rarely pre
sented by major tele
vision networks or by 
the news media" was 
held March 10 in 
LAC 131. 

John Judis, Assoc
iate Editor of In These 
Times and Contribu
ting Editor to The Pro
gressive, was the guest 
speaker. 

Response panelists 
were Business Agent 
Paul Teague of _the 
Texas City Metal 
Trades Council; In
structor of Economics 
Edd S: Noell; Socio
logist Bobby Mills; 
and Kit van Cleave, 
COM Instructor of 
Journalism and Enplish 
and editor and owner 
of Inner-View. 

Dr. Zelda Rick ser
ved as moderator. 

Judis stated the de
cline in the American 
economy was a part 
of a general decline 
in the world. He re
viewed the economic 

history of the world 
since WWII, and 
claimed the U.S. has 
dropped from first to 
eighth in world-wide 
standing in the past 
10 years. 

He called the fed
eral government counter
productive in its in
volvement in the fin
ancial working of 
America. He gave many 
examples of how the 
government's actions 
are inflationary. 

Judis cited Presi
dent Ronald Reagan's 
proposed "cure for 
the economy." Rea
gan's plans include 
large budget cuts, 
governmental regula
tions, tax cuts, de
preciation allowances 
for businesses, and a 
controversial 30 per 
cent personal income
tax cut. 

Judis was "pessim
istic" about just how 
successtul Reagan 
administration pro
posals will be. He dis
approved of the "re
distribution of wealth 
upwards" by the 10-

percent-a-year-for
three-years income
tax cut. 

Judis called for "not 
less government, but 
better government." 
He felt changes should 
be _ made to keep mul
tinational_ corporations 
from reinvesting pro
f its outside of the 
U. S. He wanted a more 
progressive tax policy 
and a genuine tax-cut 
for the low-income 
bracket. 

Judis said the gov
ernment should re
duce its expenditures 
by refusing-to bail out 
banks and corpora
tions. Although he 
feels there should not 
be tight control on 
small and medium size 
businesses, he sup
ports the regulation of 
prices. He su·ggested 
the government use 
its revenue for pro
grams of benefit to 
the · public, such as 
mass transit and rail
road system. He also 
recommended America 
conserve energy in 
order to become less 

dependent on other 
countries. 

Paul Teague, the 
first panelist to speak 
after Judis, appeared 
to agree with Judis's 
summation of U.S. 
economic conditions. 
Teague declared the 
Reagan Administra
tion's use of supply
side economics "an 
excuse to roll back 
every progressive 
program" in operation. 
H.e described the Rea
gan Administration's 
proposals to alleviate 
the government of fin
ancial burdens caus
ed by supporting social 
programs "a smoke 
screen" designed to 
actually "take away 
from the people all the 
progressive programs." 

He pointed out what · 
he felt to be incon
sistancies in the per
sonal income tax cut. 

"A person making 
$20,000 or less will 
pay more taxes next 
year. Those making 
from $20-30,000 a year 
in 1984 will get a tax 
break of $18 per year. 

I believe that man will not merely endure, he will prevail. 
He is immortal not because he a.lone among 9reatures 
ha.a a.n inexhaustible voice, 
but because he has a soul, a spirit 
capable of compassion and sa.cr1fice and endurance. 

Words: William Faulkner 
Photo: ,Ansel Ada.ms 

Someone making 
$200,000 a year will 
get a $20,000 tax break 
in 1984," he said. 

Teague proposed 
changes such as low
er interest rates and 
tax incentives for busi
nesses which modern
ize their plants in the 
U.S. He wants to see 
a "new crusade" to 
destroy U.S. monopo
listic enterprises. He 
advised the govern
ment and the citizens 
of the U.S. to discour
age "slave labor" em
ployed by American 
corporations in foreign 
countries. He demand
ed the government 
eliminate all loop
holes in the income
tax laws, and set up 
"a straight, fair tax." 

Edd Noell wholly 
supported the Reagan 
administration's ec
onomic policy. He 
pointed out "Aeagan
omics is no panacea 
or remedy for all ills," 
but an attempt to heal 
the economic infection 
which has been fester
ing for more than 20 

years. 
Noell explained the 

"three-pronged econ
omic policy" of the 
Reagan administra
tion. The aim of the 
income tax cut (which 
"redistributes wealth 
upwards, instead of 
down to the needy") 
is to give incentives 
to the wealthy to pro
duce new income. 
Noell said those in the 
upper-income brack
ets have a much great
er tendency to save, 
and sound savings 
help stabilize the ec
onomy. 

The slow-down of 
the rate of growth of 
federal spending is 
the second prong of 
the Reagan policy. 
The current adminis
tration proposes a 
$41.4 billion slow
down in spending for 

. the fiscal year 1982. 
Noell told the audience 
this money would be 
available for private 
investors who could 
spend the money 
better. 

The third part of the 
continued page 9 



Reaganomics Report continued 

policy is the reduc
tion in the rate of 
growth of the money 
supply. With less money 
available, each dollar 
is worth more. Noell 
insists the three ele
ments must "hang 
together" for the policy 
to work. 

"Interaction is cru
cial, " he said. 

Bobby Mills follow
ed Noell. Mills declar
ed inflation "a social 
problem caused by 
greed," and said a 
value-orientation pro
blem exists. People 
are too materialistic, 
and everyone is trying 
to get all he can, in
stead of taking just 
"that which is neces
sary for life." 

Mills believes Amer
ica needs to recon
struct the whole social 
system. He thinks we 
must rebuild the basic 
institution of society
the family. He placed 
a great deal of impor
tance on the develop
ment of the character. 
Emphasis should be 
placed on values and 
morals, not produc
tion and profit. 

Kit van Cleave, the 
final panelist to re
spond to Judis and 
the proceeding panel
ists, believes in indivi
dualism. She fears a 

situation in which 
people will allow a 
government to control 
their personal and 
artistic pursuits. 

" Once a person 
gives up control over 
the private aspects of 
their lives-including 
the right to keep what 
they earn-they don't 
care whether. they 
have control over their 
public lives," she said. 

Calling the present 
U.S. economic sys
tem a "failing fascist 
system," she propos
ed laissez-faire capi
talism to provide fair 
and successful con
trol of business by in
dividuals, rather than 
the state. 

van Cleave calls for 
"less, and better, gov- . 
ernment. " She de
mands the govern
ment concern itself 
only with the protec
tion of constitutional 
rights, such as protec
tion of body and pro
perty. She wishes for 
a renewal of individual 
honor. 

COM HONOR SOCIETY 
by Elizabeth Jarnagin 

"Phi Theta Kappa is 
the answer to one of 
America's basic needs 
- - the need for good 
people. I believe in the 
individual and PTK 
produces good indivi
duals. We are truly 
unique in the world of 
academia," said " Bob 
Mccamy, president 
of COM's chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa Hon
or Society. 

On April 10, 93 new 
members were init
iated in a candlelight 
ceremony. Paul Will
iamson, science in
structor, was the prin
cipal speaker. The 
ceremony also includ
ed a reception in hon
or of the new mem
bers and those on last 
semester's Dean's 
Highest Honors List. 

To qualify for PTK 
membership, a stu
dent' must have com
pleted 12 hours of 
credit with a GPA of 
3.2 or better. Mem
bers are not required 

to take 12 hours every 
semester to retain 
membership. 

A fee of $20 is re
quired for member
ship. The group meets 
in the Student Center 
on the second and 
fourth Wednesdays of 
every month. 

"Phi Theta Kappans 
are often asked to
tutor people. They are 
happy to do so in the 
true spirit of 'Human
hood Through Brother
hood'," said Mccamy. 

"Having Phi Theta 
Kappa on one's trans
script is often a decid
ing factor when stu
dents enter the job 
market," said Mccamy. 

PTK's raffle-the 
prize is a one semes
ter scholarship to 
COM. A $1 donation 
per ticket or $5 for a 
book of seven buys a 
ticket. The money col
lected will be used 
for future activities 
and a PTK scholar
ship fund . 

SURVEY 
In a recent follow

up survey of 1979 Col
lege of the Mainland 
graduates, 72 percent 
are employed, 4.5 per
cent are In the military 
service and 22 percent 
are not in the labor 
force. No one consid
ered themselves un
employed and seeking 
employment. The aver
age hourly rate for 
those working was 
$7.41. 

Data for the survey 
was collected by COM 
through a student 
tollow-up system deve
lopP.d bv the Texas 
Education Agency and 
the Texas Coordinat
ing Board for Colleges 
and Schools. 

The survey also re
vealed 60 percent of 
the students saw course 
completion as an im
mediate benefit in 
terms of their career 
plans and 71 percent 
were interested in 
taking other courses 
at COM. Ninety per
cent noted COM 
courses were useful in 
performing their jobs. 

The survey also cov
ered students who at
tended the spring 
1978 semester but did 
not return in the fall 
semester of 1979. Of 
this group, 76 per
cent are currently em
ployed, 45 percent 
saw completed courses 
at COM of long term 
direct benefit to their 

The scholarship 
covers books, fees 
and tuition. The cash 
value of the prize is 
$150. Tickets are in 
Suite B. The drawing 
will be held two weeks 
prior to Fall 1981 re
gistration. 

Country singer Lar
ry Gatlin and former 
Carter aide Bert Lance 
appeared at PTK's 
national convention 
in Houston M.arch 
26-28 at the Sham
rock Hi I ton Hotel. 
COM's chapter, Sigma 
Delta, had 21 dele
gates at the event. 
COM was the co-spon
sor and co-host of the 
convention. 

"At the convention, 
we enjoyed the tel low
ship of Phi Theta Kap
pans from all states of 
the Union including 
the Virgin Islands, 
the Panama Canal 
Zone, Puerto Rico Pa
go Pago and Guam," 
safd Mccamy. 

Former presidential 

career plans while 74 
percent are interested 
in taking other cours s 
at COM. Seventeen 
percent did not return 
because their job hours 
conflicted with class 
time. 

The majority of grad
uates (46 percent) 
I isted preparation 
for a job as their pri
mary objective; 19 per
cent were enrolled in 
the university transfer 
program and 11 per
cent noted improve
ment of existing job 
skills as their objective. 

The students gave 
the following reasons 
for not returning: 18 
percent completed 
the courses they need
ed, 6 percent had trans
portation problems, 6 
percent transferred to 
~nother college and 6 
percent found a job in 
a related occupation. 

"We're delighted 
with the fact that none 
of our 1979 graduates 
are unemployed and 
seeking employment," 
commented Dr. Don
ald F. Mortvedt, COM 
Acting President . 
"We're also pleased 
with the large percen
tage who thought their 
courses at COM were 
of immediate benefit 
in their careers." 

The survey g~oup 
consisted of 55.8 per
cent females and 44.1 
percent males. 

advisor Lance addres
sed the convention 
Thursday night, stress
ing the importance of 
higher education as a 
necessary vehicle to 
success in the future. 

Friday night, singer 
Gatlin dropped in on 
the convention un
expectedly while dele
gates were having a 
country-western dance. 
He borrowed a guitar 
from a member of the 
band and sang a few 
songs. According to 
Mccamy, Gatlin got 
the dance off to a fine 
start. 

Saturday morning 
the delegates were 
entertained by a group 
of American Indian 
dancers. That night, 
national awards were 
given out and the new 
national officers were 
announced. 

Other activities at 
the convention includ
ed Gong Shows with 
each chapter, wine 
and cheese parties 
and toga parties. 
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DEAN'S 
LIST _ _ _____ _ 

George Thomas, 
COM Acting Dean of 
Instruction, has an
nounced the Dean's 
Highest Honors and 
the Dean's List for the 
Fall 1980 semester. 

Both lists are des
ignated to recognize 
outstanding academic 
achievement. To quali
fy for the Highest 
Honors List, a stu
dent must complete 
12 semester hours of 
credit work during the 
semester with all As. 
To achieve the Dean's 
List, a student must 
complete 12 semester 
hours with a grade 
point average of 3.3 
(based on a perfect 
score of 4.0). 

DEAN'S HIGHEST 
HONORS LIST: Alta . 
Loma: Billy Fulton, 
Richard L. Pavalonis, 
Elizabeth Rhame, 
David Whittington; 
Bacliff: R. Bailey, Fred
na Lussier, Anita J. 
McCormick, Lois Waits; 

. Dickinson: Brian Cha
pi ri, Myra Constan
tine, Judy Feagins, 
Daniel Marble, John 
Presley, Vicki Steed; 
Galveston: Raymond 
Freeman, Jr.; Hitch
cock~ Irma Chapa, Re
becca Freeman, Mar
tin Nebout; Houston: 
Jane Boykin, Susan 
Holdaway, Marty Dial, 
Mary Gott, Anne Hal
ter, Merry Kronenber- . 
ger; Kemah: Ira Witch
er; La Marque: Karl 
Andersen, Teressa 
Chamberlain, Barbara 
Deese, Sheryl Haw
kins, Mary Honish, 
Cynthia Landers, Rich
ard Lewis, David Lys
sy, Cindy Marshall, 
Rosemary Martinez, 
Jacquelyn Meza, An
gela -Murray, Gary 
Williamson; League 
City: Charles Berger
son, Carolyn Davis, 
Amy Layne, Sherry 
Le81anc, Yvette Trey
es; Ranier, Minnesota: 
Lisa Johnson; Texas 
City; Stephen Child
ress, Lorie Fifer, Gloria 
Garza, Leann Hall, 
Gloria Hernandez, 
Judy Homrighaus, 
Sonia Langlinais, 
Raphael Mapps, Jr., 
Debra Merten, Karen 
Patton, Sandra Rabon, 
Bill Ross, Mary E. Strat
man, Cheryl Swann; 
Webster: Ver Ii nda 
Gwynn. 

DEAN'S LIST: Alta 
Loma: Betty Bardwell , 
Karen Bares, Adrienne 
Bliss, Bobette Gonde
sen, Kathryn Howard, 
Debra Longcoy; Alvin: 
Keith Thomas; Arcadia: 

Rebecca A. LaCroix, 
Emily Wardrup; Ba
cliff: David Laxson, 
Debra Tyson; Dickin
son: Teresa Bailey, G. · 
Gordon Barksdale, 
Ruby Biggs, Kay Boyd, 
Deborah Burkett, Ani
ta Curry, Donna Dan
iels, Mary Eaves, Ethel 
Elvaker, Daniel Grise, 
Elena Harris, Marga
ret Ivie, Marta Kranz, 
Janet Kuykendall, An
thony Langley, Mary 
Ludlow, Wendy Luk
sch, Darby Margruder, 
Gita Sikand, Mandy 
Smith, Anna Whelan, 
Jamie L Wood; Friends
wood: Cynthia Brown, 
Hugh Evans, Sean 
Loftus, Franklin Sha
fer; Galveston: Bereni~ 
ke Carstarphen, Rhon
da Dowdy, Robin Ford, 
Joanne Griffin, Fran
ces Luciano, Ronalc:t 
Schultz, Maria Villar
real, James Wells, 
Daniel Zajack, Abi
gail Vanhouten; Hitch
cock: Thomas Bryan, 
Mark Carey, Steven 
Rogers; Houston:-Haig 
Kupelian, Randall 
Boston, Robert Ell
edge, Shirley · Haynes, 
Geraldine Mason, 
Kathleen Huizar, Jen-· 
niter Nowell, Yang 1-
Hsiong, Nguyen Son; 
Kemah: Guy Riley, 
Michelle Schnidt; La 
Marque; Lisa Bahr, Dana 
Bennett, Ellen Broker, 
Priscilla Cox, Carla 
Crawford, Melinda 
Hare, Elizabeth Jarna
gin, James Keller, Ke
vin Kemp, Mary Mraz, 
Michelle Robicheaux, 
Gloria Ruiz, Tony Skel
ton, Tracey Templet; 
League City: James 
Beauchemin, Carol 
Darnell, Daniel David
son, Steven Sauser, 
Kelli Schroeder; Sea
brook: Peter Joensen, 
Michelle Schmidt; La 
Marque: Lisa Bahr, Dana 
Bennett, Ellen Broker, 
Janet Juhl, Mary Sti
cher; Texas City: Dan
iel Alder, Paula Cash, 
Bryan Chatelain, ~ac
queline Collins, Julie 
Crook, William Dixon, 
Donna Falco, Janet 
Hernandez, Rebecca 
Jeffers, Louis Kirst, 
Matthew Landers, B. 
N. Mccamy, Trevis 

· McDearmon, Nguyen 
Tuan Anh, Rebecca 
O'Briant, Donna Par
rish, Vicki Paxton, 
Deborah Ringer, Kath
erine Schott, Mary 
Scurlock, Dana Smith, 
Robert Soderblom, 
Lori Tijerina, Lee Trot
ter, Nanette Willians; 
Webster. Karen Fisher. 
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Susan Cooke 
by Marcus Anthony 
Susan Cooke, new 

COM's resident voice 
instructor, says voice 
instruction was not 
always her first love. 

Among Cooke's tal
ents besides poetry 
writing and playing 
the violin , she has 
also taught voice, 
music appreciation, 
violin, guitar, piano, 
sight-singing, music 
theory, Italian, French, 
German, Spanish, 
musical comedy and 
small ensemble (opera 
and Chorale) for over 
ten years. 

These numerous 
talents didn't come 
overnight, however. 
"By singing opera is 
how I mainly came 
about learning all those 
languages. I don't know 
them all fluently, but 
enough to get by," she 
says. 

"I was a violin major 
at Sophie Newcomb 
College, Tulane Uni
versity, New Orleans. 
In my senior year I 
switched to voice. I 

received a master's de
g ree in voice from UH," 
she explains. 

As a child, Cooke 
often wrote poems 
and set them to music 
as a form of a ballad. 
She says that she of
ten listened to ballads 
and that was probably 
thereasonforherpoe
try. 

"I know I'm going to 
always keep singing, 
definitely, that's just 
like eating. I just have 
to. I like performing, 
I like teaching, and 
I also like writing. I'll 
probably never narrow 
down to be anything 
more than I am now," 
she says. 

After having aclifev
ed her ability of play
ing numerous instru
ments and speaking 
several languages and 
putting together a life 
that is so full of growth 
and helping others, 
Cooke doesn't need to 
~~ "anything more." 

Profile:MARIA EL/AZ 
by Lisa Eldrozo 
Peopie wno claim 

they cannot go to 
school because of fin
ancial problems are 
"copping out" accord
ing to one COM in
structor who worked 
her way through Gal
veston College, Sam 
Houston State Uni
versity and UH/CLC. 

Maria Eliaz, a typing 
and accounting in
structor in the Busi
ness Division, says 
work-study, scholar
ships and student 
loans are plentiful and 
available to students 
who really want to go 
to school. 

The Galveston native 
and graduate of Ball 
High is one of seven 
children who says 
school was "never a 
problem for me." She 
attributes her suc
cess largely to her 
parents, who "never 
held me back and al
ways supported me 
even if they could not 
always afford to sup
port my going to col
lege financially." 

She became the first 
of 30 grandchildren in 
her family to receive a 
bachelor's degree 
from a university, a 
goal she says makes 
her proud. 

" I always knew I 
was going to college 
and I always knew I 
would finish, " she 

added. Now she says 
she pushes her young
er brothers and sisters 
to try college. 

"It's not for every
one but everyone 
should at least try it 
for a semester," she 
added. 

The only thing which 
bothered her about go
i ng to college was 
coming home and see
ing her high school 
friends with new jobs, 
new clothes and new 
cars. 

"Their lives were 
starting, but I was 
still going to school 
and living simply, with 
little money and no 
car. I had to force my
self to be patient," 
Eliaz said. 

Now Eliaz spends 
her leisure time camp
ing, visiting arts and 
crafts snows and read
ing all the mysteries 
and books she never 
had the time to read in 
scho.ol. In addition, 
she is working on her 
master's degree in In
dustrial Manaaement 
from UH/CLC. 

"Right now, I'm en
joying my freedom, 
coming and going on 
my own," Eliaz says. 
"Instead of marking 
every birthday and 
counting every year, 
I'm trying instead to 
make every year count." · 

Profile: DERYL CLARK 
COM's new Research 

Assistant admits the 
most outstanding as
pect of the college is 
the small amount of 
time it takes to really 
"get committed" to 
goals set down in the 
Prospectus more than 
a decade ago. 

"I've only been here 
for several months, 
but i11 that time I've 
already found myself 
getting into the friend
ly, open and commu
nity education exper
ience at COM," says 
Deryl Clark. 

"The idea anyone 
can come here and get 
an education in virtual
ly any field he or she · 
chooses is very excit
ing. COM has remov
ed the mystique sur
rounding higher edu
cation. It doesn't take 
long to fit in around 
here," she added. 

The daughter of a 
retired school teacher 
and principal, Clark 
holds a bachelor's 
degree in Sociology 
from Dillard University 
in New Orleans, and 
a master's degree in 
Guidance and Coun
seling from TSU. 

Although tnis is her 
first job in education, 
Clark savs her back-

ground in social ser
vices prepared her for 
the challenge of the 
research job at COM. 

She worked in senior 
adult programs for 
W. Leo Daniels Tow
ers and in adult pro
grams for the federal 
government as well 
as working with dis
placed housewives for 
the Houston Urban 
League. Forms, statis
tics and expertise re
quired to be a coor
dinator for social ser
vice projects prepared 
her for COM research 
projects :she is cur
rently working, she 
said. 

She works under the 
supervision of the As
sistant to the Presi
dent. She supplies in
formation and statis
tics to state and federal 
government agencies, 
conducts cost sur
veys, keeps up with 
and compares enroll
ment figures from 
semester to semes
ter, follows up on 
COM students who 
have graduated or 
who are no longer en
rolled at the College. 
She also designs and 
implements student 
activity surveys. 

TECH voe AWARDS 
COM presented its 

annual Technical
Vocational Award for 
Distinguished Ser
vice to individuals who 
had made a signifi
cant contribution to 
technical vocational 
education. 

This year's recip
ients were: Doris Brents, 
Teach-a-Tot Nursery, 
for coordinating the 
celebration of the In
ternational Year of the 
Child; Harvey Cappell, 
Chemic-Engineering, 
for helping revise cur
ricula in drafting and 
design; Richard Daigle, 
Mainland Bank, Texas 
City for serving as a 
recruiter for the bank
ing program; Marie 
Edmonson, for active 
participation in COM's 
Real Estate program. 

Also receiving awards 
were: Joanne Erdos, 

. for initiating a volun
teer mentor program 
for the Women's Center; 
Claude Gray, Jr., U.S. 
Department of Labor, 
for linking the worlds 
of work and COM into 
one of the state's most 
successful apprentice 
programs; Robert Ken
nedy, Amoco Oil , for 

encouraging local in
dustry to Invest equip
ment and resources in 
the College's instru
mentation program; 
Adele McCoy, Mon
santo Co., for serving 
as a role model to 
Office Administration 
majors. 
· Also awarded: C. P. 

Milligan, Union Car
bide Corp., for chair
ing the Danforth Task 
Force to charter a 
five-year plan for thP. 
campus: Dr. Kittye 0. 
Mooring, Texas South
ern University, for 
many years of service 
on the Business Ad
ministration Advisory 
Committee; Jack W. 
Nash, for his advocacy 
of the handicapped 
student on campus; 
Paul H. Siems, Mon
santo Co., for years of 
service to the cause of 
apprenticeship. 

Other awards went 
to Harriet L. Simbur
ger, Guardian Day 
Care Center, for un
tiring efforts on behalf 
of professional educa
tion for the child; Jack
son H. Swain, Mon
santo Co., for author
ing a Systems Opera-

Williamson 
by Marcus Anthony 
"We are definitely 

not involved in selec
tion and process of 
electing a new COM 
president." says Paul 
Williamson, chairman 
of the All College 
Council (ACC). 

"The COM Board 
of Trustees decided 
to be a committee of 
the whole. They will 
screen all applicants," 
he continued. 

"The applicants 
mail requests for ap
plications to the board 
President at his pri
vate post-office box 
number. It's also my 
understanding the 
board will screen these 
in complete privacy. 
They will hire some
one other than on
campus personnel to 
handle this and make 
sure the orivacy is 
maintained," he said. 

When asked why the 
• Board is being so sec
retive, Wi 11 iamson 
said, "What the board 
is worried about is it 
will jeopardize the 
jobs of other individuals 
in their current posi
tions if they apply 
here. Therefore, they 

tions course for ap
prentices and journey
men; Ricardo R. Vera, 
for chairmanship of 
the Technical-Voca
tional Central Advisory 
Committee. 

A special award was 
presented , in absen
tia, to Paul Teague, 
Texas City Metal Trade 
Council, a founder 
of COM and a former 
chairman of the Board 
of Trustees, for his 
devotion to the worker 
and his devotion to 
COM. 

The awards were 
made at the annual 
luncheon to honor vol
unteer members of 
the College's Techni
cal-Vocational Advis
ory Committees. 

In addition, awards 
were presented to the 
vocational directors 
of the area's high 
schools for their co
operation with COM's 
Vocational-Tech n i
cal program: Joyce 
Hagermann, Santa Fe; 
Dr. Tom Brown, Texas 
City; Kenneth Abend
roth, Dickinson; Don 
Hynds, Hitchcock; 
Homer Jeffcoat, Le. 
Marque. ·· 

want absolute secrecy 
in this process. 

"We had hoped ACC 
could be included in 
the screening process. 
We also hoped we 
would be included in 
the selection and inter
view process. We have 
not been invited or 
asked to participate in 
either one. As a matter 
of fact we have been 
told no, there will be 
no solicitation of in
dividuals on campus 
or elsewhere for the 
initial screenings," 
he said. 

The ACC was deve
loped to fill the gap 
between teachers, stu
dents and the adminis
tration. Its job is to 
voice the opinions of 
students, teachers , 
faculty and staff. 

According to William
son, the ACC should 
have been included, 
but not the only or
ganization to help sel
ect a new president. 

"ACC would have 
been a very good body 
to come to since it 
represents all factions 
on campus. If the BOT 
wanted anybody to re
present the campus I 
would think the ACC 
would be the one to 
select. he said. 

"Everyone has an 
opinion and different 
views. It might be just 
impossible for the 
Board to try and take 
this into considera
tion and they see this 
as just too much ot a 
job in trying to ask 
everybody and so 
they're asking none, 
and I'm not sure that 
is right," he con
tinued. 

"The community is 
involved in this, too, 
not iust the college. 
COM is a very vital 
part of the communi
ty and so maybe com
munity people should 
have been included, 
too, but who?," he 
said. 

However, ACC and 
other students and 
staff have not been 
completely quiet 
through this ordeal. 

"There were sev
eral people on this 
campus who did speak 
and said what they 
felt like they needed 
in a president. The 
ACC published a letter 
in what we felt (about 
the qualifications). 
They didn't RSk for it 
but they tnok it." he 
said. 

When asked if he 
felt that . was a move 
to only pacify the ACC, 
Williamson conclud
ed by saying, " They 
haven't seemed to try 
to pacify anybody." 
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COM ASSISTS 
SEAFOOD PROCESSING PROGRAM ________ --'--

by Lynn Trafton 
"A training program 

for seafood proces
sing started April · 6 
at Seabrook Seafood, 
Inc. through the aus
pices of COM," re
pons Joe Rubio, As
sociate Dean for Tech
nical-Vocatonal Pro
grams. 

"The program is 
open to anyone inter
ested in learning a 
trade related to sea
food processing. This 
is a small step toward 
resolving the com
munity's problem," 
said Rubio. "A sym
bolic step has been 
made after long talks 
and studies." 

This program comes 
under the Texas Leg
islature's "Industrial 
Start-Up Program," 
and is a result of co
operation between 
Texas Education 
Agency, Texas lndu• 
trial Commission and 
Texas Employment 
Commission. 

The start-up grant, 
provided by TEA, is 
$7,754. Jt pays indivi
duals to perform the 
traininq and all back
up necessary. 

"The state's indus
trial start-up program 
provides approximate
ly one million dollars 
a year for Industrial 
start-ups or expan
sions," exp I al ned 
Rubio. "The purpose 
is to provide- trained 
people for an employ
er. A simple formula 
Has evolved. 

"An industry mov
ing into an area has 
a projection of the 
number of workers 
needed. The company 
takes its .ideas to the 
closest community 
college, school dis
trict or technical in
stitute seeking help in 
training. The institute 
trains the new em
ployees according to 
the business' specifi
cations," he said. 

It sounds easy, but 
takes a great deal of 
planning, coopera
tion and commitment 
from all involved. Rubio 
has traveled to Austin 
several times, spent 
many hours working 
out details of the pro
gram and worked 
closely with. business
men in the Seabrook
Kemah area. 

"Only through the 
cooperation of a small 
group of people has 
this program been 
possible," said Rubio. 

New trainee with Seabrook Seafood, Inc. masters the twist of the 

wrist needed in oyster shucking. (Photo by Lynn Trafton) 

He credits Emery under pressure." 
Waite, chairman of The community 
the Seabrook-Kemah realized it needed to 
Fisheries Coalition; work on some solu-
Col. Nguyen Van Nam, tions. It stood to gain 
president of the Viet- a valuable work force. 
namese Fishermen's Six months ago the 
Association of Gal- Seabrook-Kemah 
veston Bay; the Henry Fisheries Coalition 
Hults family, owners began to work with 
of Seabrook Seafood, the TIC exploring ways 
Inc. with taking the to create jobs related 
initative and providing to seafood, but not 
support. on the water. 

The seafood pro- One of the propos-
cessing program was als was seafood pro-
created in response to cessing. 
the search for solu- · Thousands of tons 
tions to Galveston of seafood are ship-
Bay's economic pro- ped out of Texas .un-
blems. processed. Seafood 

Quoting. what he can be harvested, but 
learned from industry not enough hands are 
representatives, Rub- available to process it, 
10 explained, "The resulting in lost rev-
fleet on the bay had enue for the area. Pro-
become accustomed cessing Is all-manual 
to the economics in- work except for a 
volved. There are good small amount of mech-
years. There are lean anization developed in 
years when inefficient the shrimping indus-
operators dropped try. 
out. It was a bounty- "It's not glamorous 
lean cycle. work," says Rubio, 

"The influx of 106 "but from $40 to $50 
lndo-Chinese boats in a day can be made." 
the last few years Some of the jobs are 
caused an overload on shucking oysters, fit-
this cycle. The econo- leting fish, heading 
mic outlook came and peeling shrimp 

and picking crab. 
"This program will 

try to .get 20 people 
to the point where 
they are productive. 
We have one week," 
he said. Asked if it 
could oe aone, Rubio 
replied, "Yes, with no 
problem. However, 20 
people will not begin 
to supply the work 
force needed in sea
food processing. It Is 
estimated at least a 
minimum of 500 pro
cessors could be used. 

"This is a longtime 
program and we are 
learning from the first 
pllot effort." 

The groundwork has 
been lald by the COM 
Te-chnlcal- Vocational 
staff. Someone al
ready in the industry 
will perform the train
ing. The person cho
sen has received in
struction in simple 
teaching methods. His 
experience will enable 
him to provide the 
'hands-on' Instruction 
Important In the course. 
A skilled worker, 
making a good living, 
he can now teach oth
ers with COM's sup
port. 

Days come early in 

this business. Mem
bers of the COM staff 
wlll be there at 5:30 
a.m. each morning. 
Staying untll the end 
of each day, they will 
help prepare for the 
next. Provisions have 
been made to have a 

• translator on hand as . 
well. 

"The Seabrook-
Kemah area has fan
tastic potential," says 
Rubio. "The seafood 
processing program is 
just one option of · 
many. We feel the 
marine industry in our 
area needs skilled 
technicians to repair 
and maintain both com
mercial and recreation
al vessels. This could 
be the next step. 

"We're talking a
, bout good jobs. Jobs 
that will pay $15,000 
to $25,000 for techni
cians and various types 
of professionals." 

A program is not im
posed on an area. The 
community identifies 
what is needed. Then, 
gathered Into advisory 
groups, it helps to de
velop the needed cur- -
riculum and find faci
lltles for the classes. 

Willie Thompson, with Seabrook Seafood, Inc., in~tructs trainees 

on the proper method of oyster shucking. (Photo by Lynn Trafton) 
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Soon you'll have your associate's degree. 
And if you're thinking of contin~ing your education, 
you know just how expensive that will be. 

But consider the Army. In the Army, if you 
participate in the Veterans' Educational Assistance 
Program (VEAP), you can accumulate $9,200 for 
college in just two years. 

That's significant for two reasons. Obvi

It's strictly a savings program, and 
the money is all yours for school. 

_ VEAP is surprisingly simple. If you 
save between $25 and $ 100 each month while 
you're in the Army, the government will match 
your savings tw~for-one. And, on top of that, you 
might even qualify for the exclusive Army 
educational bonus of $2,000. 

ously, that's a lot of money. But what you 
may not have realized is that two years MAXIMUM VEAP BENEFITS 

And remember, in just 
two years, you'll be back in school. 

is the shortest military enlistment avail
able. Only the Army can offer you both. 

VEAP is a great way to make it 
on your own. Since it's not a loan, you 
won't need a co-signer or collateral. And 
you'll never have to worry about making 
payments after graduation. 

Per Mo. 
You Save: $100 
Gov'tAdds 
2-fur• l: $200 

Total: $300 
. Education Bonus: 

Total Benefits: 

2 Yrs. 
$2,400* 

$4,800 

$7,200 
$2,000 

$9,200** 

Serve your country as you 
serve yourself. Call 800-421-4422. 
In California, call 800-252-0011. 
Alaska and Hawaii, 800-4 23-2244. 
Better yet, look in the Yellow Pages 
under "Recruiting." 

"'Maximum individual contributiOn in the program 
,...Cena in +year enl1scmems can get you as much as $18.100. 



Pre-registration .is ue 

A PUBLICATION OF COLLEGE OF THE MAINIAND 

Registration marks opening off all semester 
More than 2,500 studenfs are expeded 

to enroll in credit courses this Fall at 
College of the Mainland by the time 
classes begin at 8 a.m., Aug. 31. 

Almost 700 courses will be open to 
students who may choose from more 
than 30 different degree plans, said 
Dr. Robert Johns.ton, Director of 
Admissions. 

Beginning its Fourteenth year with 

Enroll now 

the opening of the Fall 1981 semester, 
College ol the Mainland has grown from 
415 students attending classes In Texas 
City's abandoned Booker T. Washing
ton school to a fully accredited Junior 
college boasting more than 275,410 . 
square feet in its spacious buddings 
with more than 10,000 people using its 
facilities. 

Also high· on the college's list of 

lnterCom needs writers 
Kathleen Mayse, College of the Main- ewryone will learn to write news stories, 

land's new Journalism instructor, hopes features, editorials, reviews as well as 
there will be a liberal sprinkllng of non- handle a camera and be responsible 
Journalism majors in her classes this (or the papers layout. 
fall. ' "'It goes without saying that lnteCOM 

.. I'm looking for business, physics, is a student publication and will be run 
engineering an~ math majors--anyone by the students," she emphasized. 
who will some day have to write a Ms. Mayse added that she hoped 
rei>oq. prooosal. annual ".PPP.rt qr"'!.t)I; ,rl +'1.o .,r,n 

one of a dozen communication formats also sign up for Journalism 211, the 
used in the work world," she said. Firewheel Laboratory. 

She quickly adds: "Of course, our .. Flrewheel is an excellent vehicle for 
courses will prepare students for Jour- students Interested In oral history. They 
nalism careers but I'd like to take a will have a chance to focus more on 
broader viewpoint because I believe ' feature writing and interviews," she 

accomplishments ls its ability to hold 
costs down for students. "Tuition ls the 
lowest allowed by -law," Johnston 
pointed out, .. and the average cost per 
student each semester is $56 which 
includes tuition and student activity 
fees." 

"No one need stay away because of 
financial need," Johnston added, say
ing: .. COM has a full program of schol
anhipl, loans, grants, work-study jobs 

and nudent assistantships for students 
who need flnandal help to pursue their 
careers." 

For students unsure of a career 8eld, 
the Career Decisions Center ls open 
with a staff of trained counselors and a 
computerized Jo~ listing service that 
can tell a student about projected Job 
openings throughout the country. 

For information on any of the spe
cialized services, call extension 227. 

writing ls a basic skill. I can think of said, adding that the publication has Studenta are getting ready for the opening of fall c1MHe Aug. 31 by vlaltlng academic advllora. 
very few professions that don't require won several statewide awards. career counaelon and checking on laat•mlnute admlulon and flnandal aid requlrementa. lllcornlil9 ~=:=:':ti: Sundermann Ts"iieW'COM°"p~~~ideiit 
Journalism 111, the lab course which 
produces the student newspaper for a Dr. Justus Daniel Sundermann, for- The announcement was made at a .nesa, industry, local government, labor 
total of four credits. The two courses mer Dean of Ohio University, Zanes- specially-called meeting of the Board and community groups--to help bring 
ar~taken_c.o.ncurrentlu. """"=== ville camptta4 ha~....ected a• the_ of nudae.L.luly 24: Dr.,SundeP.!!!Y!P- .t.itL 

InterCOM, the student publication, new president of College of the Main- who takes over his new Job this week, respolllhlenela and academic excellence 
will be published four times each land. He succeeds Dr. Fred A. Taylor, was signed to a three-year contract at that I know everyone wants." 
semester. According to Ms. Mayse, who resigned January 30. a salary of $57,500. 

Summer may be over but COM'• vut ·Recreatlo;ld facllftlee are open year-round. For a nomlnai ' 
fee of $3, COM 1tudent1 can enjoy open recreation hours 81 well 81 1pedal tripe. clat11et1 and actly
ltlet. For Information call exten1lon 417 or 420. 

Dr. Sundermann comes to the posi
tion with an extensive background In 
the educational field. He served u 
president of An~ Arundel Community 
College, Arnold, Maryland, in 1976 
to 1979; president of Glen Oaks Com
munity College, Centreville, Michigan. 
1972-76; Dean of Student Personnel 
Services at Monroe County Community 
College, Monroe, Michigan, 1965-72, 
assisting with the establishment of this 
new college; assistant to the executive 
vice president and dean of University 
Administration, University of Cincin
nati, 1957-65. 

Dr. Su.ndermann received a bache
lor's degree from Ohio State University 
in 1955, a master's degree In education 
from the University of Cincinnati in 
1959 and a doctorate in education in 
1965. 

In accepting the position, Dr. Sun
dennann said: .. I look forward to work
ing with the entire communlty--busi• 

Dr. Justus D. Sundermann co- to College 
of the Mainland &om the Unlwnlty of Ohio 
where he wu preeldent of the Zanawllle 
c:ampul. 
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From tots to tools, 1"echnical-Voci 
programs are teaching students to 
and earn 

Career options vary 
Featuring almost forty different plans 

m study, -Technlcal-Vocmional Programs 
at College of the Matn!,Dd are m~ng 
community needs ~ offering one-year 
and two-year ~ms utilizing credit. 
non-credit, continuing education, 
appren1k;:eships, internships and guided 
work experiences. Studen1s studying in 
the three core areas of Business Occu
pations, Health Occupations, Industrial 
and Public Service Occupations, will in 
1981-82 take steps tQ fill almost 7,000 · 
jobs that will open up in this area for 
highly skilled craftspersons, parapro
fessionals, -and technicians. 

elate of Arts degree. 
Drawing on the support services of 

the Technical-Vocational Counseling 
Service and the Women's Center, Tech
nlcal-Vocatlo~al students are given 
Individual attention ranging from Job 
placement to agency referral and child 
care assistance. 

Keeping in constant tou_ch with 
employers and armed with the certainty 
that the workplace is becoming more 
and more technologically advanced, 
the Technical-Vocational aspect _of 
COM Is working under stringent guide
lines in a multl-mlllion dollar facility 
to train the worker of tomorrow. 

A brfllc Job market for butlnaa-rela degrHS with concentratlona In computen, data proceuing 
and word processing ha• caund a variety of students to take advantage of the Bualneu Division's 
technologically current program,. Completion of a technical-vocational 

program equips a student with entry 
level job skills with which to gain 
employment. After working, the stu
dent can either choose to upgrade his 
skills by participating in one of the 
various continuing education programs 
or the student may decide to transfer 

Jobs and studies coincide for co-op 

.,.r' _ to ~ senior learning institution. -~ 
Graduates of Technical-Vocational 

programs either seek a diploma as in 
Marine Maintenance, ThenQlll Techno
logy or Welding or they receive an 
Associate of Applied Science or Asso-

. .. 

More than 200 students will take 
advantage of the far-reaching "learn 
and earn" Cooperative Education pro
gram ~ at College oftthe Mainland 
this year according to Joe Rubio, asso
ciate dean of Technical-Vocational 

. programs. 
Cooperative Education will draw stu

dents from virtually every field offered 

Tradltlonal technical-vocational training In 1uch areas u welding, marine maintenance, refrlgera
tlpn, electronics and auto mechanics compbment the occupational programs here In pubbc service 
careen, health occupations and buslneu. 

. through the Technical-Vocational dM
slon before the academic year ls over, 
Rubio reported recently. 

..... -4, The unique "lea¢-and earn" environ-, 
ment takes students who have reached 
a certain proficiency level In their 
degree field and places them in a Job 
that is matched and suited to the stu
dent's curriculum and class schedule. 

"It gives the studen• an opportunity 
to take what they have learned In the 
classrooms here at COM and ~e it in a 
r-eal Job situation," Rubio said. 

In addition to expanding the learning 
environment, It also gives the student 
an edge after graduating in that he or 
she will have experience in his or her 

' chbSen field. · 
"That's. always the hardest part In 

getting a Job--how much experience 
you have had," he said. "And our co
op students can point to their Job expe
rience while In school and have an extra 
a.dd,ed edge." Stu.dents currently 
employed may also use their Jobs as 
part of the co-op experience, he added. 

"I'd still be waiting for an employer 
to call," says co-op student Janice · 
Alexander. She credits her present Job, 
her associate degree earned at COM 
and her work toward her bachelors 
degree at the University of Houston at 

· Clear Lake to the co-op program here. 
"In 1976, I had two kids to feed and · 

literally didn't know where the next 
' meal was coming from," she said 

recently. 
"I tried going to school during sum

mer school but it was so hard with 
finances and my family that I almost 
gave up." 

"I went to the Financial Aid office 
and the counselor &om the Cooperative . 
Education program came In and started 
talking to me. It was that simple. They 

contacted me and I was In." 
Since that time, Alexander has -

worked in two different Jobs through 
the -eo-op program--she has worked
for the city of Texas City and the John,. 
son Space Center. "Each Job Is differ-

. ent but I am able to take everything I 
learn in class and apply-it to my Job,,. 
she said. 

Another part of the co-op program 
Alexander says helped her is the under
standing, concerned attitude the coun
selors at COM take In their students. 

"I can go to my counselor with any 
problem or conOict on the Job and he Is 
right in there helping me solve it--all 
of the instructors and counselors at 
COM are like that." 

The Cooperative Education program 
ls open to all students-in Technical
Vocational programs who have reached 
a certain proficiency level in their field 
or any full-time employee of companies 
who,_ wishes to upgrade skills. For more 

1 
Information contact Bill Sowers, Mike 
Thomas, Howard Katz or Charles 
Mahaney at 938-1211, ext. 280. 

Former· co-op atudent Janice Alexander 
credits her career and Job to. the highly suc
ceuful program offered here. 
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Newsmakers 

Child Development expert offers day care tips 
For three years, the Child Develop

ment Program at College of the Main
land has been training students to work 
with young children In Day Care Cen
ters and the coordinator for the program 
says parents can ease their minds 
about day care if they follow simple 
guidelines for finding a facility. 

Jan Smith, Coordinator for the Child 
Development Program, works with 
Day Care Center owners all over the 
county and says the biggest problem a 
parent faces in placing a child In day 
care Is guilt. 

"It doesn't matter whether the parent 
is going to work or school, he or she 
will feel guilty about leaving the child 
in someone else's care. 

"It's been proven through studies 
that day care has positive effects on 
children and families in that _working 
mothers have greater marital satisfac
tion and the children In day care cen
ters have better socialization skills," 
she said. 

With the Importance of the day care 
center established, Smith said parents 
should look for a healthy environment 
with plenty of equipment and play 
materials where there Is ample space 
for each child. Other features to look 
for, she said, are a center that stresses 
continuity, constructive and creative 
processes where children are helped to 
expand concepts through use of lan
guage skills. Make sure there are 
enough adults to work with the group 
as well as attend to lndivldual children's 
needs and check to see If staff members 
have a positive oudook and enjoy and 
understand children. In addition, Smith 
said, a good day care center responds 
to a family's varying needs ~nd caters 
to the needs of both the parent and 
child. 

A listing of day care centers that are 
accessible to students In the COM dis\ _ 
trict ls available-throtagh"the-Wom-en•s r 
Center at extension 280. 

Day care centers !ind College of e are working togethu to bring up-to-the
mlnute techniques in child development·to children participating In day care programs throughout 
the district. 

Energy /Emergency Care highlight programs 
This fall marks the beginning of two 

new credit programs In the Technical
Vocational branch!s Thermal Techno
logy and Emergency Medical Services 
programs. The addition of both of the 
two year Associate degree programs 
evolved from College of.the Mainland's 
comprehensive non credit programs. 

Thermal Technology will focus on 
different aspects of energy technology 
and wU1 train the student with entry 

level skills to apply scientific principles 
to the control of temperature and the 
quality of air, says Charles Mahaney, 
Chairman of the Dlvlsion of Industrial 
and Public Service Occupations. 

"We've added more refrigeration and 
solar technology courses to the basic 
refrigeration program to create the new 
degree plan," he said. "In addition, the 
student will take courses in English, 
Mathematics, Chemistry and Physics 

College of the Mainland students in Emergency Medical Services recently participated in a city• 
wide civil defense drill. Although newcomers to the annual disaster 1lmulatlon, local civil defense 
ofllctal1 praised the professional, competent actions of the COM students. 

as well as advanced courses In circultry 
and active and passive solar energy," 
said Mahaney. 

"With the current non credit diploma 
program, the student gets short term 
classes that teach the beginner the 
essential skills and a few supplemental 
skllls for the employed person. The 
credit program wU1 be much more 
mobile for the graduate. Not only will 
he or she have advanced skills and 
theory but rt will not be a dead end 
degree. The- student can go to any 
major• university and tie his or her 
degree Into the fields such as Environ
mental Control and Technical Engi
neering," Mahaney said. 

As for short term goals, Mahaney 
adds the job market In Thermal Tech
nology is rapidly expanding and by the 
year 1985 more than 400 refrigeration 
technicians will be needed In this area. 

Community need and the expanding 
job market will be satisfied in part by 
the Introduction of the new credit 
programs in Emergency Medical Ser
vices. 

Claudia Cooper, of the Dlvlslon of , 
' Health Occupations, said the demand 
for training of Emergency Medical 
Technicians (EMTs) and Advanced 
EMTs (Paramedics) has been so great 
in the past two years that the Dlvlslon 
felt it could best serve the community 
and make the program cost-effective 
for the student by making It a credit 
program. 

Basic EMTs will take 15 semester 
hours in the one year credit program 
and the Advanced EMT or paramedics 
will take an additional 34 hours to com
plete the Associate Degree. In addition, 
students must complete more than 380 
hours of class, sklll practices and 
hospital work Including shifts 

0

ln the 
Intensive Care Unit, the Emergency 
Room and the Operating Room. All 
Paramedics rnust also complete 100 
hours In a special Ufe Support System 
ambulance. 

"Most of our courses exceed state 
requirements for certification because 
In this program we want to give our 
students as much Information as we 
can--lnformation that may prove to be 
·invaluable in the field," Cooper con
cluded. 

¥ 

Frank Eecamlllla works in a local rellnery 
and takes advantage of College of the Main• 
land's ftextble class plan for shift workers. 



Around campus 

COM theatre celebrates tenth anniversary 
Aa the opening of the Tenth Annlwr

ury ~ of College of the Mainland 
Community Theatre approaches Sep
tember 24, Theatre Director Jack 
Westin II reminded of the nolfalgla con
nected with a decade of productions 
here. 

With •uch blockbusters u .. Fiddler 
on the Roof." .. A Chrlltmu Caror and 
Shakespeare's "The Taming of the 
Shrew" scheduled for encore produc
tions at the .. Blggat U1 Theatre In . 
Texas" this year, Westin notes the spe
cial Encore productions will be a spe
cial treat to COM patrons. 

Three of the moat aucceuful produc
tions produced at COM, these produc
tions have been choeen for this season 

Math-Science adds _ 
Geology to program 

Students looking for an Interesting 
science coune as well as rock hounds 
and hobbyists may take advantage of 
thenewG~logyprogrambelngolered 
for the first time this fall at College of 
th,e Mainland. 

becaun of their special audience added. 
appeal and success, Westin Nid ... All .. We want to make this season spe-
three of these productions were hwtru- ctal for our patrons becauu they have 
mental In our success as a theatre In honored m with 1helr support and endm-
the put decade as well as being .ame slasm. After all, It Is the audience that 
of our beat-loved productions so we bu transformed this theatre from a 
have chosen to bring them back." ~ .. _ . . · 

-We may even have 10me of the same ,;i~\~ I 
cast members playing their old roles If ' ·· · 
people In the area take advantage of 
the open auditions scheduled through
out the sea80n," Westin added. 

In addition to the special Encore~ 
ductlons, the 1981-82 Anniversary 
Season will Include the stage adapta
tion of Ken Kesey's powerful "One ~ 
Over the Cuckoo's Nest," the sixth 
production In the New Playwright's 
Serles and the Broadway and cinema 
smash-hit .. West Side Story." 

Added to this full bW wW be the con
tlnua~ n of the Showcase Serles which 
featutes plays, revues and musicals 
that have played successfully In other 
area theatres, Westin Nld. 

"We are very excited about the new 
season and we think our patrons and 
Guild Members wW agree that our first 
decade wW be celebrated In good fash
ion and will long be remembered," he 

small group of theatre buffa producing 
one play at a time to a viable commu
nity theatre utilizing more than 250 
actors, designers, and musicians each 
season with more than 16,000 patrons: 
he concluded. 

Houston superstar Marietta 
Marich ended the ninth sea
-aon of College of the Main
land Community Theatre 
with her triumphant por
trayal of the title role in 
"'Mame." The summer musi
cal closed Aug. 16 after 
record numbers turned out 
to see the production. WJ'he 
Biggest U1 Theatre in Texas" 
opens its Tenth Anniversary 
Season Sept. 24 with "One 
Flew Over the Cuckoo's 
Nest." COM students are 
urged to participate in the 
theatre's six major produc
tions or to take advantage 
of the special student dis
counts available on tickets. An enthusiastic new Instructor com

bined· with peaking Interest In local 
g~logtcal topics such as subsidence 
and petroleum exploration are certain 
to draw a wide range of students from 
the community Including those who 
might be Interested In the "very lucra
tive" field openings In G~logy. · 

Women's Center changes location 
I 

I Dave Hensmlre, the Instructor for 
the ne111 progranua,hlch t;,ci,YW1,thre.e 
courses covering Physical G~logy, 
Historical Geology and Mineralogy, 
says the rapidly expanding field of 
Industrial geology Is t>pen even to stu
dents with as little schooling as two 
yean In Geology. 

For Information on the new ~logy 
program, call extension 333. 

Although College of the Mainland's 
Women's Center has a new home in 

Technlcil-Vocational Buildliig, the 
three-year-old center ls stW offering Its 
wide range ol services for women includ
ing some new twists. 

With the beginning of the Fall semes
ter, the Women's -Center will offer a 
Mentor program for women through 
the federal CETA program. 

Open to all students, the program's 
trademark is the use of mentors, or 
men and women e~ployed in. business 
and industry who serve as volunteer 
counselors and role models for persons 
still in school. 

The mentors also keep their students 
in touch with the work world and what 
changes are taking place in their ftelds. 

Shirley Sparks will coordinate the 
new program_ which will be adminls- · 
tered through the Women's Center. 

' For information interested students 
,.ti . ., should contact the Women's Center. 
1i~ ~ Although the Women's Center has been 

created, It wW in no way affect the basic 
services the center has performed in 
the past three .years, said Women's 
Center director Barbara Crews. 

Since It opened in l'T/7, the Women's 
Center has become a central clearln 
center for problems women students 
encounter at COM and more than 500 
women have used the faclllty. The 
needs of women students In those years 
have ranged from transportation to 
school, career counseling to the need 
for a psychological boost," Crews said. 

The need for a Women's Center was 
recognized more than four years ago 
when a study of COM revealed there , 
were more women on campus than 
men and the drop-out rate was alarm
ingly high, Crews said. 

"Usually the woman hati so much 
more to balance in her everyday life in 
order to attend school. Women are in 
charge of the home, cooking and child 
care for a family. When schedules and 
study start to conflict, school is the 
logical thing to drop," she added. 

The average visitor to the Women's 
Center has children and is divorced or 
is planning for the eventuality of being 
the sole support," Crews said. "Many 
of the women have children in jJ.mlor 
high or high school and are interested 
in planning for that emptiness stage 

when the children leave home and 
many women ~eed "she said · === 
"although any woman Uving within the 
college district Is welcome." For more 
Information about the Women's Cen• 
ter and its services, call extenlion 280 , 

College of the Mainland'• Women'• Center 
offer11 counaellng to all women on campus. 
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Student activ.ities re-ach all-.time low here By Virginia Scurlock 

Student activities on campus seem 
to have reached an all time low. The 
extent of student disinterest was reftected · 
in the recent election for Student Activ
ities Board officers. Approximately 100 
students of the 2,800 enrolled partici
pated in that election. Board officers 
elected were: Angela Young, President; 
Denise Olivares, Vice-President; 
George Spencer, Secretary and Debbie 
Gerhardt, Treasurer. 

Dr. Warren Dodson, Student Activ
ities Director, said, "Frankly the SAB 
needs help. It's dying on campus." He 
attributes the failing program to a lack . 
of student awareness of the SAB's func
tions and to the lack of time for stu
dent involvement in extracurricular 
activities. He cited the average age of 
the student at COM is 28 and he also 
estimates that ¾ of them work in 
addition to attending school. 

~onesty lives 
on campus 

I 

By Mark Sanders 

Honesty is still the best policy--or at 
least that's the philosophy of one Col
lege of the Mainland student who 
turned in $250,000 worth of diamonds 
to Lost and Found. 

Florine Reed, a student in the Cler
ical Skills program, said she found a 
small coin purse, containing several 
loose diamonds and a diamond ring, 
outside the Tech-Voe Building. "I 
almost stepped on the coin purse as I 
entered the building," she said. She 
picked it up and brought it to her class
room in the Division of Business Sec
tion without even opening it. Her 
instructor, Marie Siebert, noticed the 
coin purse that Mrs. Reed had placed 
on her desk and began to investigate. 
Mrs .. Siebert says she discovered seven 
large diaJ'[londs and a silver and dia
mond ring wrapped up in bandaids. 

Campus security took possession of 
the coin purse and its contents and 
called local authorities to check on any 

, incidents of stolen or missing diamonds. 
In the meantime, a graphic arts stu

dent came to her instructor, Sandra 
Duvall, in tears saying her coin purse 
and wallet had fallen out of her purse. 

The student recounted that the night 
before the house near hers was destroyed 
by fire and she brought her family 
jewels with her to school for fear of 
someone breaking into her home. 

Duvall contacted campus security 
and an· accurate description of the 
missing articles was given by the stu
dent to whom the jewels were returned. 

It is interesting to note tha~ tradi
_ tionally board members are new stu
dents under the age of 20. Dodson 

reflected, "We have a good group of 
highly motivated, enthusiastic officers 
who have been involved in student 

Activites such as the building of this record-breaking ice cream sundae could be halted at COM if student 
apathy continues to plague the Student Activity Board 

STUDENT ACTIVITY BOARD QUESTIONNAIRE 

Are you aware of the functions of the SAB? _·_ye!. _no 

Are you interested in being a member? __ yes __ no 

What activities would you like to see on campus? ___________ _ 

What activities would you participate in? 

What suggestions do you have for the Student Activities Board? 

What is your age? 

Are you __ part-time student _full-time student __ day __ night 

Do you work? _full-time __ part-time 

Are you __ married __ single 

Please return the completed questionnaire to Humanities Suite B, LRC. 

Instructor Marie Siebert, left, stands with student Florine Reed who found and returned an 
estimated quarter of a million dollars worth of diamonds. 

government in high school. But the 
ages certainly do not reflect a true 
representation of many of our students." 
The SAB acts in an a_dvisory capacity 
to Dodson. Through the board, stu
dents participate on various campus 
committees and have a voice in the 
operation of the college. One member 
acts as student representative to the 
Board of Trustees. 

Past programs of the board include · 
guest speakers, drinks and popcorn at 
registration, and concerts. Angela 
Young, the new board president, said 
the group wants to provide programs 
that will involve all students on cam
pus. Some of the plans now being for
mulated include a Classic Film Festi
val, a coffeehouse type fadlity in the 
Student Center and a campus picnic. 

Board officers and Dodson both. said 
the SAB is flexible and can provide 
most activities to meet the wants and 
needs of COM students. 

With this in mind, lnterCOM and 
the Student Activities Board have 
devised a questionnaire. Please take 
time to fill it out and return it to the 
Humanities Suite B. 

Results of the questionnaire will be 
published next month. 

_COM plans 
focus day 

By Ruth Wedergren 
A focus day on barrier-free access at 

COM will be held Nov. 11 in conjunc
tion with the International Year of Dis
abled Persons and students and faculty 
will be asked to participate, Dr. Chester 
Stout, Continuing Education Counselor, 
said. 

Although still in the planning stages, 
activities will include a hospitality area _ 
and information booth in the Student 
Center, films, speakers, and other 
related activities such as experiments 
with wheelchairs and crutches for 
various campus at)d community leaders 
who may want to experience moving 
about campus in a mobility-limited 
situation. 

Groups that will take part in the 
awareness day are Phi Theta Kappa, 
the COM Handicapped Students Com
mittee, campus and community leaders, 
the COM P.E./Recreation Division, 
the Texas United Faculty-Local 4033, 
the Student ~ctivities Board, and local 
businesses. Major involvement in the 
focus day will also come from handi
capped students on campus, Stout said. 

For more information call the Con
tinuing Eduqtion Division at 938-1211, 
ext. 297. 



Second thoughts 

COM policy deeply rooted in academic freedom 
What is academic freedom and why 

rnust it be protected and guarded in the 
1980's? The value of academic freedom 
in a learning institution demands mea-

sure. And College of the Mainland 
adheres to this philosophy. 

Recognizably, academic freedom 
maintains that students and teachers 
be allowed a free atmosphere in which 
to teach and learn. COM's Prospectus, 
which was written when the college 
was founded, declares it the right and 
responsibility of all those involved in 
the learning process to form and 
express opinions on controversial issues. 

Jim Simpson, senior member of the 
Board of Trustees at COM, feels that 
instructors have the right to advocate 
ideas as long as those ideas do not 
include violence or breaking the law. 
And, he adds, "Academic freedom 
goes hand in hand with integrity and 
complete candor." Instructors must 

One of the revivals happening now 
·in England, along with several other 
revivals, is the Psychodelic movement. 
Psychodelic's main characteristics are 
unusual vocals and gloomy lyrics 
coupled with a .heavy drum beat. From 
this movement, two prominent figures 
have emerged: The Psychodelic Furs 
and Echo and the Bunnymen. 

Houston's new wave club, "The 
Island", was the scene of Echo and the 
Bunnymen's first American appear
ance, after which lnterCOM was 
granted an exclusive interview. 

Ian McCullough, the band's highly 
outspoken lead singer, and ex-Tear
drop Explodes member, describes his 
parting of company with Julian Cope 
bitterly, 

"I don't know--1 went solo. I called 
myself ''The Julian Cope" --ego syn
drome." 

The Bunnymen have two albums, 
"Crocodiles" and "Heaven Up Here", 

allow students a look at all sides of an 
issue and present educated opinions. 
Simpson said. 

Dr. Justus Sundermann, president 
of COM, believes it essential that the 
student be exposed to materials and 
information on as many different views 
as possible. 

Fitted into this notion are such con
troversial issues as separation of church 
and state, alternative forms of govem
·.nent and social stigmas. 

So, if aca,demic freedom frees the 
classroom of harassment from sub
scribers to any one particular belief, 
how does it apply outside the class
room? This question may be harder to 
answer. 

Simpson answers it: "I want our 
teachers and all people on campus to 
be able to work in an atmosphere of 
freedom." 

Sundermann, however, emphasizes 
that the college must work together 
with the comm.unity. "We must meet 
professional and ethical standards. A 
rapport with the community must be 
maintained." 

Associate Dean of Continuing Educa
tion, Larry Smith, says the lines of 
limitations on academic freedom are 
sometimes sketchy and unclear. "Once 
you start drawing them, where do you 
stop?" 

"Historically, academic freedom has 
been challenged," says Smith. "The 
notion of censorship -is an undemo
cratic one; the greatest threat I can 

think of is repression of ideas. If the 
college is to be truly a marketplace of 
ideas, there must exist a magnitude o( 
tolerance of all ideas." 

Perhaps the most frightening form 
of repression, according to Smith, is 
known as repressive tolerance or anti
cipatory repression. "A person can be 
subtly inhibited so that he anticipates 
repression and out of fear, will not 

· express his or her views." 
Bob Grafton, editor of Focus Maga

zine, adds to this by saying that the 
threats to freedom are especially note
worthy when they are unassumed. 
"People being opposed to academic 
freedom without knowing that they 
are, in the name of perhaps patriotism 
or religion, casts the greatest threat." 

In These Times, a news magazine, 
cites several examples of repression of 
academic freedom in an article on 
tenure battles done by John Judis. One 
example given was at the University 
of Texas at Austin last year which 
denied tenure for leftist Alfred Watkins 

against the executive committee's 
recommendation. In the same year UT 
demoted a sociology assistant instruc
tor to teaching assistant after inviting 
two gay rights leaders to speak to her 
students. 

Judis cites other examples of loss of 
tenure for instructors at universities all 
over the country, which he feels are 
due to political biases, fiscal retrench
ment and "decline of liberal arts 
curriculum." 

COM, however, has lived up to its 
belief in academic freedom. "On sev
eral occasions in the past, the college 
has stood behind the value of academic 
freedom," says Smith. 

While nationally there are thin foggy 
lines being drawn on academic freedom, 
the administration, faculty and staff at 
COM all agree academic freedom is a 
commodity we cannot afford to let 
grow scarce. We, as a civilized people, 
have got to respect and cherish aca
demic freedom and make sure that 
each and every line drawn on it is care
fully examined. By Kazel Smith 

Splatter movies decline 
By Steven A. Remollino 

In this issue I opted to forego the in America are becoming very blase. 
usual format and take a look at a new They go into a theatre and say "do it 
genre of films that has cropped up in to me." "Nothing can shock me." And, 
the past two years--the "splatter movie." apparently, nothing can. 

One may first ask what exactly a It is a shame that good films are 
"splatter movie" is. A "splatter movie" overlooked because cheapie horror film 
is a film which prolllotes itself on the is at. the drive-in along with six other 

!!!!!!!!!'l=~ ..._m,ount of blood...thatis sloshed ahou--..,.==,.,_uch.1il".....,.....,= 

By Tracy Welch 

to their credit and originate from Liver
pool, something they admit they are 
also proud of. The Beatles put Liver
pool on the map, of course, but the 
more recent Psychodelic movement 
originates there as well. Ian explains 
his exceptional vocal range stating: 

"It's-because fm Liverpoolian." 
Although American life and Ameri

can food did not impress them, they 
did enjoy "The Island." 

"It's a good club," Ian enthused. 
"It's got a good stage--you can see the 
people." 

Twenty-two-year old Ian, who says 
he admires James Brown, wrapped up 
his true feelings by simply saying, 

"No one's better than Jimmy Car
ter--except for maybe Billy." 

However, if one can overlook the 
ridiculous name, and the "ironic self 
mocking" attitudes, the intense music 
of Echo and the Bunnymen may just 
shine through. 

on the screen. All the splatter movies have the 
Not only do these films offer little or same plot: and I use the term "plot" 

no plot, the plot, such as it is, merely is loosely. Maniac is on the loose. Maniac 
an excuse to show "poor defenseless kills 12 people with anything that looks 
women" chopped, beaten, raped, muti- threatening. Maniac is chased. Maniac 
lated, and abused by psychos who is either killed or escapes to be fea-
have nothing better to do. tured in a sequel. It is as simple as that 

What I don't understand is how any- and as sickening. Luckily, this type of 
one can find this type of film enter- film is beginning to die out at the box-
taining. Apparently, cinema patrons office. 
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Newsmakers 

Fun, food, frolic highlight festival 

King Henry VIII takes a stroll around the Festival 
grounds with the second of his six wives, Queen 
Anne Boleyn. 

The Seventh Annual Texas Renais
sance Festival is a fascinating place for 
autumn entertainment. One may find 
brilliantly-colored costumes, mouth
watering foods, unique arts and crafts, 
and exceptionally good musicians and 
actors. It's all there--so much so one 
cannot see it all in a day's time. 

Knights of old, wenches, and gypsies 
stroll the grounds dressed in crusty 
lace, gaudy silks, and ballooning bows. 
Tightly-cinched waists accentuate the 
plunging necklines on healthy young 
servant girls while wide belts, puffy 
sleeves, and velvet capes call attention 

A printer takes time and care to use this replica of the Guttenberg Press which was the precursor of 
modern printing. The Guttenberg Press was the first to feature moving parts and was invented by 
Charles Guttenberg to print The Bible . 

to handsome knaves. In spite of the 
hundreds of roving players, one would 
not see two of the same costume dur
ing the day. 

Although the Renaissance costumes 
are fascinating, one's attention is 
quickly attracted by the fantastic selec
tion of foods. Roasted turkey legs 
straight from the king's table, steam
ing apple dumplings topped with a 
dollop of ice cream, and baked Irish 
potatoes stuffed with cheese, sour 
cream and beef are only a few of the 
choices which beg for the visitors' 
attention. 

After a look at the opening parade 
and a sample of the food, the visitor 
is drawn to the many craft displays and 
exhibitions. Glass blowers heat and 
mold thin glass rods into fragile trin
kets at one booth while nearby a black
smith fires up the coals for the shaping 
of heavy tools. Waterbed headboards 
carved with the craggy faces of druids, 
kaleidoscopes filled with the fluid 
designs of shifting sand, anging bas
kets of phlox, English ivy, and lilacs-
the display of wares is dazzling and 
everywhere are the Renaissance musi
cians and actors. 

Text by Gary Baty 
Photos by 

Sandra Kennedy 

Impromptu skits, sword fights, and 
speeches crop us wherever an audience· 
is available. Jugglers, tight-rope 
walkers, magicians all vie for attention. 
Madrigal singers, falconers, and wild 
men dragging chains provide an 
unbelievable array of entertainment. 
More organized drama and comedy 
may be enjoyed in one of the many 
stage areas. When this assortment of 
activity becomes too much, the visitor 
can provide his own entertainment b~· 
trying to climb Jacob's Ladder or by 
having a pillow fight with a friend. 

Life during the Renaissance was 
exciting and full of color. The festival 
which celebrates this period of history 
is no less the same. 

A would-be dragonslayer greets visitors to this year's 
Renaissance Festival. The two-story stat;uc is carved 
from wood by one of the artists represented at the 
Festival. 

Visitors to the Renaissance Festival await the beginning of the production of Shakespeare's "Hamlet" being staged in a scaled-down version of the 
Globe Theatre. A variety of performances are scheduled daily during the festival and feature such acts as Lady Montague's Dancers and a mime. 



Around campus 

Appraisal Center uses individual approach ByRuthWedergren 

College of the Mainland's Counseling 
and Appraisal Center stresses an indi
vidual approach to its testing programs 
and offers some of the most compre-

1 n s trU Ct Or 
accepts post 

By Lynn Griffin 

A College of the Mainland Biology 
instructor' has been appointed to The 
Advanced Placement Biology Test 
Committee of the College Board. In 
accepting this responsibility Paul 
Williamson said he was "honored with 
the position" and said he feels it reflects 
on the excellent reputation of the COM 
Biology program with the College 
Board. 

As a new member of the committee 
Williamson will help formulate the_ 
testing program for advanced place
ment in Biology--a program that can 
introduce college level work to a stu
dent still in high school. 

Williamson said if a student passes 
the exam the college of their choice 
will give them college credit. 

Williamson moved here from East 
Texas, and taught at La Marque High 
School for two years then became a 
Biology instructor at COM. He prefers 
COM to a high school setting because 
he says he has more freedom to learn 
and develop in his field. 

He is also chairman of the Steering 
Committee for the extensive COM self 
study now underway and is also on the 
Task Force Committee looking at the 
Nursing Program. 

In between programs, classes and 
committ~es Williamson plays the gui
tar, designs his own Christmas cards 
and enjoys studying Whales. 

Biology instructor Paul Williamson 

hensive, yet inexpensive, tests in the 
state for students and members, said 
Director Roy Walker. 

Through the unique Credit by Exam
ination program, a COM student can 
earn up to 24 hours credit through 
testing. Tests produced locally are free, 
but College Level Examination Pro
gram, or CLEP tests, which must be 
ordered for the student, will go up to 
$25 each next January, Walker said. 
Included at the Center are tests that 
range from Law Enforcement to Short
hand. Walker, a CLEP advi~ory board 
member, also promotes the CLEP / 
Credit by Examination Program in 
local high schools. "We give two per
cent of all CLEP tests given in the 
state--that's pretty impressive," Walker 
continued. 

Perhaps the test most COM students 
are familiar with is the APP, or COM 
appraisal test. Walker cited that "85% 
of entering students take it for entrance 
and placement in our courses." The 
APP is given three times a day on 
Monday and Wednesday at no cost to 
the student. 

The Center also offers the ACT test 
to both high school and college stu
dents luring all five national testing 
dates each year. Walker, an ACT 
advisory board member, said, "Not 
many studentscorne to COM with 
their ACT, but we do give the test 
because it may be necessary for entrance 
at other schools." Description of the 
test and fee may be found in an ACT 
information booklet. 

Also administered through the Coun
seling and Appraisal Center is the sub
stantial General Education Develop-

ment program which has tested more 
than 1,000 participants in the last 
three months. Walker commented, 
"People don't rea~ize how many don't 
have high school diplomas." The free 
GED test, when passed, gives a person 
the equivalent of a high school diploma 
and Walker attributes the 86% success 

Fine Arts Gallery Director Jean 
Wetta will open the gallery's new ·sea
son Nov. 6 at 7 p.m. with "Painters of 
Content: New York 1981." This show 
will have paintings from young artists 
who all live and work in New York City. 
These artists include Lawrence Faden, 
Stephane DeManuelle, Steve Grillo, 

rate to the individual treatment of GED 
applicants and the Center's coopera
tion with continuing education's GED 
preparation course. 

"No school in the state offers as 
many testing opportunities on a per
sonalized level as we do," said Walker. 

Don Perlis, Richard Pitts, Jim Wilson, 
Anthony Santuoso and Richard Ulich. 

The subject matter of these paintings 
includes models, self portraits, and all 
things in experience. The eight artists 
all maintain studios in New York City 
and they all believe in figurative, recog
nized, and realistic art. 

By Mary Martin 

Danforth campus leads nation By Elouise Wilson 

Although many are unaware of the 
fact, Danforth Campus is considered 
a leader in the nation for its range of 
apprenticeship and training programs 
in the petrochemical field. 

Five hundred and ninety six students 
are enrolled this year, according to 
administrative aid MaryAnn Maddux, · 
and the classes are conducted by 65 
part.time instructors from private 
industry and unions who are experts in 
the crafts used in industrial plants. 

The cur;riculum includes operations 
and maintenance and is a four-year 
program of nine crafts including: Elec
trical Theory, Electronics, Instrument 
Mechanics, Pipefitters, Machinists, 
Pumpers and Gaugers, Testing and 
Inspecting, Welders and Fire Protec

. tion. In addition, short courses to up-

grade skills for in-plant an<i on-the-job 
training are also offered. 

Housed in an old public school in 
Texas City, the classrooms are avail
able to companies for seminars, job 
interviews and to conduct testing. 

Located on the Danforth Campus is 
a multi-media library of 5,000 tapes 
and movies dealing with the various 
elements in the training program. 

"The uses of the classrooms are not 
limited to industry," Maddux said. "A 
continuous General Education Diploma 
course is in progress and classes asso
ciated with the Senior Adult Program 
at College of the Mainland are con
ducted on campus." 

This year marks the beginning of a 
unique computer assistance instruction 
course being designed at Danforth for 

chemical operators. 
Jim Higgins, project developer, says, 

"The Plato Project is funded by Con
trol Data Corporation of Minnesota 
and features a six-part, 30-hour course 
on hydrocarbon processing. This 
information will be programmed into 
the corporation's Plato Svstem." 

'7he technology, program writing, 
design and text have all been developed 
by local industry experts," Higgins 
explained, "and the terminal tutorial 
will simulate actual processes, present 
realistic problems to solve with the aid 
of graphics, keep test scores and the 
progress of the student up to date." 

"When it is completed in 1982, the 
program will be marketed worldwide 
and COM will be responsible in part 
for setting educational standards in 
industrial training," Higgins concluded . 
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Grading system scrutinized by COM instructors 
By Virginia Scurlock 

The grading system at COM is under 
fire from all areas of the campus. 
Understandably students are often dis
gruntled with grades but recent con
troversy is coming from the instructors 
who have to use the competency-based 
system. 

In 1967 the decision was made to 
follow a nonpunitive grading system. 
Minimum level objectives were esta
blished in each of the divisions and 
these levels were intended to be used 
as guidelines for the least amount of 
knowledge gained from that course. 
For a student to earn a grade of A or 
B, he or she would have to meet these 
minimum standards,. plus achieve 
additional knowledge in the field of 
study. 

Recently however many instructors 
hd .? started o e i t e sy t m 
isn't working. 

An informal random survey was 
done which included instructors from 
all divisions as well as administrators. 
While all the instructors liked the estab
lishing of minimum objectives and 
most liked the use of course docu
ments, many indicated they felt in prac
tice C level work is being taught in 
many classes and then the students 
are assigned an A or B project. They 
also felt these projects are often just 
busywork. 

Bill Peace, Chairman of the Math/ 
Science Division, said, WJ"he problem 
is to identify the quality objectives. 
That is very difficult, especially in 
some· of the courses. Consequently 
many of the A and B projects have 
become busy work." 

He hastened to add, "However, it's 
up to the instructor to challenge all his 
students. If the present system doesn't 
allow for this, then they must be will
ing to change the system and not just 

r 

to use it as an excuse." 
Jim Simpson of the Marketing Man

agement Program related, "I like the 
competency levels, but I'd like to be 
able to run the rest of my class as I see 
fit. I'd like to be able to challenge all 
my students from the A's to the C's. 
As it is presently, if a student has the 
time to do the extra work, he has the 
potential for an A -· if they don't have 
the time, then the best they can make 
is a C." 

•· ;,.,. 
The highly successful Handicapped Awareness Day held Nov. 11 featured college administrators, 
board members, faculty and staff using wheelchairs and crutches to see Just how barrier &ee the 
campus Is. Board member Roy Engelke, left, and Associate Dean Joe Rubio go through the paces 
In wheelchairs as Maryann Urick of the Physical Education Department looks on. 

In a recent survey conducted by the 
Business Division almost 30 percent of 
the students cited the grading system 
as the least-liked component of a class. 

George Thomas, Associate Dean 
of Academic Programs, noted, wrhere 
are problems associated with any 
grading system. Prior to the adoption 
of the present system, the "bell curve" 
was in popula; use." · 

"Using this method, a certain per
centage of students received A's, the 
same number F's, and the rest go C's 
and B's. This was hardly fair. It allowed 
some students to pass even though 
they were doing substandard work." 

wrhe system adopted in 1967 allows 
· the students to get a C as long as they 
meet the minimum standards set. 
Retakes were incorporated into the 
system because the idea is that stu
dents learn those objectives--not ~hat 
they learn them by a set date, just that 
they learn them sometime within the 
semester," he said. 

Paul Williamson, the Chairman of 
the Steering Committee for the self
study being conducted at COM, is 
hopeful that the self study will be able 
to help solve some of the questions 
about the grading system. 

"With Dr. Sundermann's commit
ment to academic excellence, this 
seems an ideal time to review and 
possibly revise the entire system," he 
said. 

International programs gain national reputation 
By Kazel Smith 

Bob Handy and the Office of Inter
national Programs at COM are making 
quite a name for themselves on the 
national scene. 

In addition to the Nuclear Conference 
sponsored by the Gulf Coast Council 
on Foreign Affairs held in Houston, 
Nov. 6-8, Handy made several publi
cations across the country when he 
posed a question at the National Coun
cil of World Affairs Organization brief
ing held in Washington last October. 

According to the publications, which 
include The Washington Post and 
Newsweek, Handy sent Charles Wick, 
director of the U.S. International 
Communication Agency, into an 
"emotional outburst" when he ques
tioned Wick's remark, "we are at war," 
and his statement that the ICA is 
developing evidence to show the Soviet 
Union is engineering the Western . 
European anti-nuclear demonstration. 

"He put me in my place," said Handy, 
"but he did not answer my question." 

Handy asked Wick with whom the 
U.S. was at war and was the ICA 
"developing" evidence like the State 
Department did for the first El Salvador 
White Paper (which contained govern
ment information that was later shown 
to be erroneous, explained Handy). 

Later in November the Gulf Coast 
Council sponsored the Nuclear Con
ference as a means for 120 participants 
to experience open dialogue on the 
nuclear question. To this end, several 
prominent and informative speakers 
were invited and participants were 
encouraged to make resolutions on the 
facts. The resolutions will be voted on 
by the entire body and presented to the 

. White House, Texas Legislature and 
th~ United Nations. 

One · assumption of the keynote 
speaker, John Henry Faulk, laid the 
groundwork for the conference: Ameri
cans can make a difference in the 
nuclear policies of this country and 
perhaps of the world if they are exposed 
to facts about nuclear power, arms and 

energy. 
Faulk charged it is the right and 

responsibility of Americans to take the 
initiative in decision making that 
affects "this g~neration and all that 
will follow." 

Not only is the situation desperate 
but also basically irrational, according 
to two other speakers, i>r. Helen Caldi
cott and David Cortwright. 

The Soviet Union has some 20,000 
strategic and tactical nuclear war
heads; the United States, some 30,000, 
said Cortwright. But, he added, 
authorities estimate only 400 would 
be necessary to destroy either country 
with "considerable redundancy." 

Dr. Caldicott relayed the medical 
implications of a nuclear war. Her 
description includes that a 20 megaton . 
hydrogen bomb would create a hole 
in the earth three quarters of a mile 
wide and 800 feet deep and would tum 
everything, including people, into 
radioactive fallout. Even at a 20-mile 
radius, people would be killed, vaporized 
and lethally injured, said Caldicott. 

She described massive burns and 
immediate blindness upon glancing at 
the blast. 

"To talk of fallout shelters is med
ically unethical," Caldicott said, 
"because in an urban area, such as 
Houston, massive fires would use up 
all oxygen and the shelters would 
become crematoriums." 

"We predict, after a nuclear war, 90 
percent of all Americans would be dead 
within 30 days," Caldicott said. 

. The participants in the conference 
spent the weekend developing resolu
tions and between speakers, they 
gathered to voice ideas d what problems 
exist and ideas on remedies. 

Their list of problems included 
nuclear waste, pollution of the food 
chain and water table, lack of public 
dialogue on the nuclear situation, lack 
· of education about the pros and cons 
of nuclear power, the world view of the 
U.S. as death merchants, and ulti
mately, the likelihood of a nuclear 
confrontation between the U.S. and 
the Soviet Union. 



Inter 
COM Second thoughts 

Self-Study causes COM to look for answers 
By Elouise Wilson 

When Dr. Justus Suodermann 
accepted the post as president of Col
lege of the Mainland last August, he 
also inherited the SeH Study program 
that was in progress, as well as numer
ous problems connected with faculty, 
staff, finances and poor communica-. 
tion. The enormous amount of internal 
strife has not gone unnoticed by the 
community. 

Each ten years an evaluation is man
dated by the College's affiliation with 
the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools. COM's document to date 
is sixteen legal size pages long. The 
questions, problems, and solution 
recommendations on a wide range of 
issues confronting College of the Main-

• land were formulated by the Executive 
Council on maximum input by faculty, 
staff, students and organized groups on 

campus. The. document terminates in 
nine pertinent questions, but they are 
doozies! 

Organizations on campus will also 
be under scrutiny. If the Prez be_gins in 
alphabetical order the All College 
Council would be the 6rst to be studied. 
ACC was formed by mandate of the 
Board of Trustees almost two and a 
half years ago. Representatives from 
the faculty, staff and student body were 
selected to form this group. The idea 
was to inform the general public and 
campus personnel on the internal hap
penings at the College and to have a 
voice in proceedings. Has any of this 
been accomplished by ACC? 

The Senior Adult Program, for per
sons 55 and over, has had a substan
tial government grant supporting it. 
Will Reaganomics cut this program 
back, or eliminate it completely? 

Due to economic problems will the 

academic and technical-vocational pro
grams be accelerated while the non
credit and continuing education pro
grams be reduced? 

Questions concerning unions, insur
ances, who is faculty and who is not 
are a few touchy subjects included in 
the study. 

Paul Williamson, a Biology instruc
tor, is chairman of the Steering Com
mittee for the extensive Self Study. 

A volume containing all reports has 
been placed for reference in the SeH 
Study Office and Dr. Sundermann will 
receive the official report in January. 

Some individuals believe the Presi
dent gets to go to all those fun civic 
meetings, gets to eat all those good 
munchies, carries his new gavel and 
Roberts Rules of Order with him, and 
is just a figurehead representing the 
College. Not so. Try walking in his 
shoes a few miles. 

A suggestion to Dr. Sundermann 

November is movie dead zone 
By Steve Remollino 

It's back to the original format for 
November, a month that might be 
known as the "dead zone" as far as 
film releases go. 

In this issue, I opted to take a 
glimpse at a few of the holdovers from 
the summer, a few post-Halloween 
treats, and give a glimpse of the films 
which should be out near Christmas. 

To begin, let us look at a film that 
is based on a trashy autobiography by 
Christina Crawford-"Mommie Dearest." 
The film Is just one very long, and I do 
mean very long, excuse for child abuse. 

One cringes as Christina is beaten 
across the back with a wire hanger 
and then hit over the head with a can 
of Comet. 

Faye Dunaway looks the part in the 
latter half of the film but overacts 

shamelessly all of the way through. 
When in one scene her boyfriend 
threatens to leave her, Dunawav, as 
Miss Crawford, turns on the waterworks 
and wails "I'm not acting!" "I'm not 
acting!" All I can say is, "Faye, 
you're not telling me something that 
I didn't know already." 

The second film is a real treat, 
"Arthur," a comedy starring Dudley 
Moore as an alcoholic millionaire 
who falls in love with Liza Minnelli as 
a waitress. 

But, in the end, true love conquers 
all and Moore gets to keep both the 
girl and all of his millions. 

Both Moore and Minnelli are good 
in their· respective roles, but it's John 
Gielgud as the butler, Hobbs, who 
steals the show with a comi~ flair. 

The third film is a sequel to the 
largest-grossing independent film of 
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all time. "Halloween II" starts at the 
exact moment that "Halloween" left 
off. The cast from the original film 
returns to survey the nasty goings-on. 

But to the bitter end, "Halloween 
II" remains a suspense-ftlled journey 
down the road to the macabre. 

But unlike the previously discussed 
splatter movies, both "Halloween" 
and "Halloween II" are bloodless 
movies. They rely on the building of 
suspense and the flair of a talented 
director. 

A fourth film which relies on dfects 
of a more visceral nature is "An 
American Werewolf in London." 

Imagine if you will, a gory, horrifying 
comedy, and you've summed up this 
film rather well. 

The story is pedestrian but the 
make-up effects by Rick Baker steal 
the show as David Naughton, of Dr. 
Pe_pper fame, is transformed into a 
four-legged "hound from hell." 

A fifth film which showed a lot of 
promise, thanks to an eye-catching 
television advertising campaign, is 
"Time Bandits." 

Unfortunately, the film does not 
live up to its promotions. The film is 
incredibly loud and at times annoying 
with its story of little people who 
zoom through time holes and bother 
the likes of Napoleon and the pas
sengers of the Titanic. 

It's too bad there was such a waste 
of talent. Perhaps they can get together 
and make a film really worthwhile, 
like "Mommie Dearest" (!?) 

that he exchange his fur lined snow 
shoes and cold remedies for a pair of 
Texas cowboy boots and a large bottle 
of aspirin before beginning to read that 
study may be good advice. It's getting 
deep around them thar grounds! 

Letters to the Editor 
To the Editor: 

Your article • "COM policy deeply 
rooted in academic freedom" included 
quotes from a member of the Board of 
Trustees, the President of COM, an 
Associate Dean, a newsletter editor, 
and an article from a news magazine. 

-I suggest that it would have been appro
priate to include at least one quote from 
a teacher, after all, "academic freedom" 
is for the protection of teachers, not 
administrators. The two examples 
that you cited were infringements on 
academic freedom by administrators. 
These same administrators claim that 
"academic freedom" exists at their 
schools, but the teachers at these 
schools disagree. 

To the Editor: 

Yours truly, 

John L. Hubisz 

I was somewhat amused by your 
.article in the October "lnterCOM" on 
"COM policy deeply rooted in aca
demic freedom." Of the four people 
quoted in your article, Jim Simpson, 
Justus Sundermann, Larry Smith and 
Bob Grafton, one is a board member, 
two are administrators, and one is a 
newsletter editor, none of which are 
faculty. 

I would think an article on academic 
freedom, one in which there is so much 
quoting on academic freedom, would 
include at least one quote from a fac
ulty member. 

Mike Bordelon 

Editor's Note: 

Unfortunately not everyone on cam
pus accepts the same definition of fac
ulty. This Is one problem· being con
fronted in the ongoing self-study. 
Regrettably, the lnterCOM was un
aware of those faculty members who 
wished to be vocal. 

We did, however, consult several 
instructors concerning the aspects of 
academic freedom. We did not quote 
them as their comments were the 
same as those already gathered, were 
not substantial, or the instructors 
asked not to be quoted. 



Newsmakers 

'Christmas Carol' opens 
By Ruth Wedergren 

The beloved story of Ebenezer 
Scrooge comes alive in words and 
music in Colfege of the Mainlan~ 
Community Theatre's upcoming pro
duction of "A Christmas Carol," which 
opens December 3 for a three-week 
run. 

"A Christmas Carol," the theatre's 
second offering for the current season, 
will be directed by Reggie Schwander, 
with musical direction by Joey Bernsen 
and Larry Stanley. 

portrayed by Keith Bailey, Sis Browning 
and Kelvin McHenry. COM student 
McHenry will also portray Scrooge as 
a young man. 

Director Schwander noted that "A 
Christmas Carol" is a large production, 
with a cast of almost 50. Schwander · 
also said the theatre lobby wilJ be 
decorated "all-out for Christmas. We 
will even be serving Christmas punch 
to the audience during intermission. • 
This show is something for the whole 
family to enjoy," he concluded. 

Fagin and one of his little thieves are two characters one might see at the Annual Dickens' Evening 
on the Strand sponsored by the Galveston Historical Foundation. The Festival will be held Dec. 4-5 
and features a wide variety of activities for the whole family. 

The story follows Scrooge, played by 
John Moynihan, as he is confronted 
by the ghost of his former business 
partner, Jacob Marley, played by 
George Parks, and by the Ghosts of 
Christmas Past, Present and Future, 

Curtain time is at 8 p.m. Thursd~y 
through Saturday and Sunday shows 
will begin at 2:30 p.m. In addition, an 
opening night reception for audience 
and cast will be held. The show runs 
through December 20. 

To make ticket reservations, call 
938-1211, ext. 345. 

Annual Strand festival honors Dickens' · England 
By Ruth Wedergren and his boys, Bob Cratchit and family, spirit. to dress Victorian again this year. 

Galveston's historical Strand Street 
steps back into the world of Victorian 
England December 4-5 for the Galveston 
Historical Foundation's. eighth annual 
"Dickens' Evening on · the Strand" 
celebration. 

From 7-11 p.m. Friday and 2-10 p.m. 
Saturday, people can relive the days 
of Dickens in an atmosphere of food, 
street vendors and performers, English 
Bobbies and quaint shops. 

Well-known characters from Dickens' 
books will come alive including Fagin 

Scrooge and the Christmas Ghosts. Some added attractions this year "It's so much more fun and exciting 
Many features from past years will will be the world-famous Budweiser when more people are dressed up. We 

return such as the popular Overland Clydesdales and sidewalk artists who hope people will go through their 
Express and Victorian petting zoo, as will draw portraits and caricatures. A closets and create something Victorian 
well as an appearance by the Royal new element in street vending will to wear," she added. 
Family, featuring Queen Victoria include Victorian toys such as wooden Admission is $3 for adults prior to 
herself. trains, teddy bears and porcelain the event and $4 at the gate. A cost of 

The performance of "A Christmas dolls. $1 will be charged for children aged 
Carol" by "Sesame Street'' producer A new Christmas card booth will· 6-12 and for persons over 65. Children 
Alfred Hyslop will be presented again handle novelty collector postcards under six will be admitted free. 
this year. Various choral groups will and will introduce the first in a series Advance tickets may be obtained 
stroll The Strand singing Christmas of special postcards commemorating by sending a check or money order 
carols and community sings will be the "Dickens' Evening on the Strand" to: Galveston Historical Foundation, 
held to get everyone into the Christmas festivities. P.O. Box D~awer 539, Galveston, 

The GHPs public relations director, Texas 77553. 
Laura Olafson, encourages everyone Have a Dickens of a good time! . Halloween contest a hit 

By Elouise Wilson 

Things that go bump in the night 
and the zanies took over the quad dur
ing the · lunch hour last month and 
those who were able to attend Pump
kinfest '81 enjoyed a wild and crazy 
time and came to the conclusion that 
the devil made them do it! 

Sponsored by the Physical Educa
tion and Recreation Department and 
the Student Activity Board, the fest 
was a five game challenge zapped to 
the faculty, students and staff. 

Ten teams registered for the events. 
Points were scored by a process of 
elimination which began with a Hot 
Pumpkin Pass followed by a burping 
relay Pie Eating Contest. Pumpkin, 
what else? 

Each team selected one of the crew 
and proceeded to decorate faces. The 
Scariest Face winner was Joe Rotramel 
and Funniest Face (and stomach) was 

Robert Shinn. 
Vickie Williamson's team placed first 

with Ernie Moreno's group in second 
place. 

Dr. Warren Dodson, Director of Stu
dent Activities, sltid, "I would like to 
see class scheduling a bit more flexible 
when events are happening on campus 

, during noon breaks.'.' 
"Perhaps mor~dents would be 

able to participate. There is a decided 
value in student activities, .. he added. 
"It can promote interaction with peers, 
the faculty and staff members." 

Dodson pointed out the fact most of 
the students attending classes had 
other responsibilities such as families 
or full-time jobs, and he felt there 
should be a time for relaxation each 
day for all students. 

For November, the Student Activity 
Board held a College-wide mock rodeo 
November 20. 

,/ . """ 
College of the Mainland's Chief of Security, Joe Rotramel, above, took time to have his face deco-
rated In the recent Pumpkinfest 1981 held on campus. The zany contest al•o featured a pie eating 
contest and a hot pie pass and apple bobbing. 



/ 

Around campus 

Affiliate artist brings Flamellco guitar to COM 
By Mark Sanders 

Ronald Radford, one of the few 
American masters of Flamenco guitar, 
sat quietly and watched as more of his 
audience entered the small concert 
room in the Fine Arts Build~ng. 

On this particular day in November, 
the Monsanto Corporation, with addi
tional assistance from the National 
Endowment for the Arts, brought to 
College of the Mainland the first Afliliate 
Artist Informance. 

An informance differs from a per
formance in that it allows the _artist to 
alternate his repertoire with comments 
and anecdotes about his life, career, 

College gets a neighbor 
By Peggy Verkin 

College of the Mainland has a new 
neighbor in the Gatsby condominiums 
which are being built on Palmer High
way and will feature more than 200 
units when completed next year. 

Millie Crump, a realtor and developer 
of the project, said the condominiums 
are selling quickly and more than 175 
have already been sold. 

Crump added, "The condos are in 
good location with good elevation and 
access to COM." 
· "We have had a tremendous response," 
Crump said of the condominiums which 
feature one to three bedrooms and are 
priced from $35,900 to $56,900: She 
said she foresees COM students, fac-· 
ulty and staff _ buying these condo
miniums which will be convenient for 
them because of the proximity to COM. 

There will be three phases of the 
Gatsby condominiums, she said, and 
the first set of .condominiums should 
be ready for occupancy by March or 
April. 

Survey disappointing 
By Lynn Griffin 

Results of the questionnaire published 
In last month's InterCOM brought all 
of nine participants. Six of the respon
dents are single, full-time students, the 
other three are married and are part
time and full-time students. Five work 
and attend school and 'the other four 
just attend school. 

Obviously a full or part-time student 
who also works doesn't have a lot of 
time for extracurricular activities. 
Unless the Student Activity Board or 
maybe YOU can come up with some
thing to cater to the above described 
student, your student activities will 
drop even· lower than their all-time 
low. 

lifestyle and aspirations, thus revealing 
the person behind the performer in a 
relaxed and artful way. 

After a warm introduction by Larry 
Stanley, Chairman of the Fine Arts 
Division, Radford began the program 

with his story of how he stopped his 
pursuit of country and western and rock 
and roll music in his home town of 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, and was inspired 
to study Flamenco guitar. 

After a year of .duplicating the 

Flamenco guitarist Ronald Radford belleves an audience snould 9et to know the artist as a person 
and during his first "informance" on campus, Fine Arts students and faculty members joined in the 
fun and learned about the unwritten style of music that helps people "listen with the heart." 

rhythms and melodies of the Aamenco 
style from recordings, he attended a 
musical presentation by Carlos Montoya 
and met the great Flamenco artist 
backstage. 

Montoya, after listening to Radford 
play the guitar, invited him to study 
in his home in New York. 

Flemenco is the traditional folk art 
of Southern Spain. It is a distillation 
of centuries of cultural influences in 
Spain, from the religious chants of 
the Moslems and Jews to the songs 
and dance rhythms of the Spanish 
Gypsies whose ancestral home was 
Northern India, Radford said. 

Radford traveled to Spain and 
learned from the Gypsies the secret 
of listening with the heart. No Aemenco 
music is written down and when 
people stop intellectually analyzing the 
structure of the traditional patterns 
of Flamenco music, then what is left 
is the artist and the audience listening 
together with their hearts. 

The young Flamenco guitarist feels 
that a performer and his audience 
should interact in a personal way and, 
for him, -such interaction has become 
a performing way of life. 

POW recalls life in prison camp 
By Peggy Verkin 

Life in a POW camp with its con
stant beatings, threats .and interroga
tions were the subject of the keynote 
address during Veteran's Day activities 
held at College of the Mainland 
recently. 

., 

Colonel Leon Ellis, who spent five 
years in a POW camp during the Viet
nam war, highlighted the annual 
observance at COM .which is held for 

ii A 

Bob Ha!Mly of the International Programs here at COM presents Col. Leon Ellis with a plaque of 
appreciation for' participating in the Veteran's Day celebration on campus. 

the day for being set free' but their 
poor treatment and abuse never: let up 
until a few days before they were freed." 

Ironically, Ellis said the topic of 
most of his interrogations was the 
topic of family history and lifestyle. 
"In order to get the truth they would 
get rough," he said. Iri addition to 
using the information in the camp, .the 
Vietnamese were giving information to 
the Russians, Ellis said, and Cubans 
were also helping run the camp and 
were responsible for beating prisoners 
with rubber hoses. 

To combat boredom and to keep 
mentally alert, Ellis and several other 
prisoners instituted a program where 
they taught each other things in various 
fields of expertise. Ellis, who has a 
Bachelor's degree in History, taught 
that subject to other inmates. 

Ellis was released March 14, 1973 
and he says it is Jl day he will never 
forget. 

Without a wife and children, Ellis 
says his readjustment to American life 
was a little easier than some of his 
friends. "When leaving Vietnam, the 
emotions were very level," he said. 
"W~ had no idea about the POW 
bracelets or the American support for 
the prisoners," he said. 
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College services compliment educational needs 
By Ruth Wedergren 

In addition to the large variety of 
courses available, College of the Main
land offers many special services which 
cater to both the educational and per
sonal needs of students. 

The Career Decision Ce!')ter, located 
on the second floor of the Student 
Center, helps students consider career 
options and choose schools for trans
fer after COM. With the aid of guidance, 
special tests, and other elements, stu
dents can discover what careers are 
best suited to them. Various printed 
materials on careers, as well as films 
and filmstrips, are also available. 

The Center also helps students decide 
where they will transfer from COM. 
Several hundred catalogs from colleges 
and universities are in the Center for 
the students' use. Course programs 
f'lr •1ariou" majors can be obtained 

COM boasts greenhouse 
By Lynn Griffin 

Biology students at COM have an 
opportunity for hands-on experience in 
the field because the plants are grow
ing and the bees are buzzing in COM's 
own greenhouse on campus. 

Dr. Roy Rhame, an instructor in the 
Division of Natural Sciences and Mathe
matics, has kept the greenhouse for 
several years as part of the learning 
experience for students and last year 
added the beehive. 

Through the greenhouse work, 
Rhame is able to teach an experimen
tal section in Biology in which students 
study plants that are actually growing. 
In addition the Jfatio is full of other 
vegetables such as broccoli, cabbage 
and green onions. 

In the summer, Rhame's greenhouse 
is in bloom with such flowers as pan
sies and petunias. 

Although the greenhouse does not 
ftmlish lanmc.ape plants, one of Rhame's 
pet projects includes a plan to collect 
all plants native to this area and plant 
them around campus. 

The three-year-old project is funded 
through an annual plant sale and through 
contributions of the local Garden Clubs. 

which outline the courses a student 
should take at COM prior to transfer 
to another school. The Career Deci
sions Center can be reached by calling 
938-1211, ext. 410. 

Students at COM who are veterans 
may find out about what educational 

opportunities are open to them through 
COM's Veteran's Affairs Office. The 
office helps veterans obtain VA educa
tional benefits and places many veteran 
students in work-study positions. For 
information concerning veteran pro
grams at COM, call the Veteran's 

Students In the Health Occupations Field will get hands-on experience with ambulance techniques 
thanks to a recent donation of an ambulance by Union Carbide. Shown accepting the keys from 
Carbide plant manager Damon Engle is Dean of Instruction Dr. Donald Mortvedt while COM Board 
President Carmen Anderson, left and Carbide employees Dr. David Glenn and Linda Marley watch. 

New courses add variety 
By Ruth Wedergren 

For students who might enjoy some 
variety in their course loads, COM is 
offering two new alternatives in English 
and Political Science for the Spring 
semester. 

English 237 (Special Literary Topics) 
is being presented for the first time this 
spring. Taught by Brenda Brown, the 
class will meet on Tuesday and Thurs
day nights from 5:45 to 7:05. The 
course counts for three credit hours 
and will contain such topics as: Crea
tive Writing; Science Fiction as Litera
ture; Existentialism in the Works of 
Hemingway, Camus, and Wright; and 
Music (Lyrics) as Poetry. Students who 
plan to transfer to other schools should 
check that school's course catalog to 
determine if this class can fill part of 
the English requirement for their 
desired major, or if it will transfer as an 
elective. 

Political Science 237, dealing with 
American foreign policy, is also being 
offered this spring. The course is open 
to both credit and non-credit students 
and will include these among its topics: 
America's Defense: What Price Secu
rity; Western Europe: Frictions among 

on Mondays and from 7: 15 to 8:35 on 
Thursday evenings. 

The course follows the nation-wide 
Great Decisions '82 program of the 
Foreign Policy Association. Students 
will study and discuss America's most 
pressing foreign policy concerns and 
fill-out opinion ballots pertaining to 
these issues. The ballots are sent to 
Columbia University, who tabulates 
them and issues a detailed report on 
the national results to t_he President, 
Secretary of State, Congress, and 
others. 

Bob Handy of Continuing Education, 
who has been involved in organizing 
the course, stressed, 1'his course does 
not fill any of the political science 
requirements for transfer. It will trans
fer as an elective." He encouraged 
anyone interested in foreign affairs to 
register for the course. "This will be a 
very interesting course because we will 
discuss the most current issues of our 
foreign policy and make our opinions 
known through the ballots," he added. A year ago Rhame started the bee

hive by putting out honey water for 
scout bees to locate and bring to the 
hive. This area is particularly good for 
hives because of the abundance of tal
low trees, he said, and it is not unusual 
to get five to ten gallons of honey from 
the hives during a t~ree-week period 
when the tallow trees are in bloom. 

r1iends; and The U.S.S.R. and Poland: 

For more information on English 
237, contact the Humanities Division 
at938-1211, ext. 214 or Brenda Brown 
at ext. 315. Additional information 
about Political Science 237 can be 
obtained frorn Bob Handy at ext. 296 
or the Social Sciences Division at ext. 
212. 

Troubles in the Workers' Paradise. The 
class will meet from 8:00 to 9:20 a .m. 

Affairs Office at ext. 433. 
The Women's Center is open to 

women who are students at COM and 
to wo~en in the community and is 
designed to help them develop and 
achieve goals in their personal lives 
and their careers. The center offers 
personal, educational, and career coun
seling. If necessary, the center can 
refer women to other agencies in the 
community for additional guidance. To 
contact the center, call ext. 278. 

Almost every COM student will have 
some contact with the Counseling and 
Appraisal Center. Through this cen
ter, students can measure their aca
demic skills by taking College Level 
Examination Program (CLEP) tests, 
COM's Appraisal Test (APP), or any of 
the many other tests offered by the 
center. For information on testing 
programs, call ext. 277. 

Floral design popular 

By Elouise Wilson 

Classes in continuing education and 
non-credit courses at College of the 
Mainland are varied and one with 
increasing popularity is that of Floral 
Design taught by Aline Mason. 

"So many elements enter into the 
creation of a flower arrangement," 
Mason said. "The basic principles of 
good design include balance, and pro
portion and scale to the container. 
Color and where the arrangement will 
be placed in the home are important 
factors," she added. ''The degree of 
formality and the time of year will also 
influence the student arranger." 
· "Theme and seasonal arrangements 
are a challenge," Mason continued, 
"and with the beaches so close, inter
esting driftwood combined with flowers 
and foliage . are really 'appreciations' of 
nature." 

Mrs. Mason, a Master Judge of the 
National Accredited Flower Show 
Schools, has an extensive background 
in the floral arts and horticulture to 
her credit. Her studies in the Ikenobo 
and Sogetsu styles of Japanese flower 
arranging have greatly influenced her 
teaching. 

Preference for the simplicity of lines 
and flowers as taught by these pres
tigious Japanese schools and her deep 
appreciation for the beauty of nature is 
passed on to her students. 

For more information on Flower 
Arranging or other non-credit programs 
call extension 266. 



Inter 
COM Second thoughts 

Night plight--night flight: a look at the evening 
By Virginia Scurlock 

Each term students flock to COM 
for night courses. Some are full-time 
students who take night courses to fill 
out their schedules. Many work full-

. time and take one or two courses a 
semester at night to further their edu
cation, while others take continuing 
education courses. 

Each of these students come with 
great hopes and expectations. But for 
all too many these hopes are dashed 
and expectations become predilections 
of doom. 

Traditionally the attrition rate among 
night students has been high. In many 
classes the rate is 50 percent and 
higher. When queried for reasons 

many instructors feel that unrealistic 
expectations are largely to blame. Jim 
Simpson of the DOB related, "People 
holding down 40-hour-week jobs, run-

ning a family will come out here and 
sign up for 12 to 14 hours. They just 
don't have any real idea of the amount 
of time and work it takes to carry that 
load." 

He was quick to add, "And maybe 
we ar.e at fault to a degree because we 
don't tell these people like it is. Perhaps 
we also have unrealistic expectations. 
I mean we expect these students to do 
without many of the services and oppor
tunities offered during the day." 

Sundermann faces major issues 

These comments and concerns were 
echoed by students. Some felt they 
could have been given better idea of 
what it is like to carry 12 hours on top 
of work and family. They were not 
aware of the additional 2-3 hours of 
outside work needed for each hour of 
class. Complaints about the services 
( or lack of them) were also expressed. 
The library stays open till 9:00 most 
nights, but this does not allow students 
who have class till 10:00 to check out 
a book which may be needed before 
the next class. Bookstore hours are 
another problem for most night 
students. 

By Ruth Wedergren 

College of the Mainland needs to 
move along to the major issues facing 
the campus, asserted COM President 
Dr. Justus Sundermann in a recent 
press conference. 

Sundermann feels that in order to 
get to the major issues, the smaller 
ones must be resolved first. "Too much 
time is. being taken up with what I call 
'governance,' or things like how we are 
going to vote on certain issues. We 
need to get governance settled and 
moue on to dealing with the issues them
selves," he explained. 

One of the major issues confronting 
the college, according to Sundermann, 
is the self-study, a self-evaluation COM 
must do every ten years to stay 
accredited. A question which has been 
lingering since COM's creation is the 
definition of "faculty" --a topic to be 
addressed by the study. "This question 
of 'faculty' has been unresolved for 
more than ten years and we need to 
cut the cord and finally make that 
decision," Sundermann emphasized. 

Another issue, the creation of higher 
academic standards, is high on Sun
dermann's list of important topics. 
"Along with higher academic standards 
will come a higher expectation of stu
dents to achieve in transfer work and 
career programs,'' he pointed out. 
"With higher academic standards, we 
may be able to attract more students 
straight out of high school," added 
Sundermann. 

Dr. Sundermann also defined what 
type of administration he wants to put 
together. "I want it to be a streamlined 
administration that will deal with all 

divisions on campus. It should be 
headed by strong people who will advise 
me on various issues and who will work 
strongly with all groups," he explained. 

In his first five months as president, 
Dr. Sundermann has received much 
support I for his administration. 
"Responses to what we've done so far 
have been supportive, especially on 
how we're handling the self-study," 
reflected Sundermann. "I've been very 
pleased with how things have gone, 
but they've gone a little faster than I 
said they would in the beginning," he 
added. 

Sundermann is especially proud of 
the wheelchair ramp installed in the 
Student Center. He added, "We're not 
finished yet--we hope to also add a new 
elevator and automatic doors for all 
the buildings." 

Dr. Sundermann concluded by stress
ing COM's continued devotion to the 
community. "The community looks at 
the college as a vehicle for learning, 
and we'll continue to provide what they 
need," he said. · 

Another complaint by many night 
students, and as reported in the Decem
ber lnterCOM, to day students as well, 
is the current grading system in many 
divisions. 

There can be no question of the need 
for night classes. These classes offer 
opportunities which can not be offered 
in any other way. As a community 
college, COM has a responsibility to 
offer all residents of our community top 
quality education. But it is not enough 
to offer the classes, if we do not also 
offer the support services needed for 
completion. Additionally we have a 
responsibility to "tell it like it is." 

The addition of a new night adminis
trator may be a step in the right direc
tion. But until all the support services 
are open at least one night of the week 
late enough to meet the needs of all 
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the students, we feel that COM will not 
be meeting its responsibility to all its 
stude11ts. 

Student writers needed 
By Gary Baty 

Student publications at COM are 
looking for writers this semester for the 
magazine "Firewheel" and the student 
newspaper "lnterCOM." · 

Courses being offered this semester 
include Journalism 211, which is the 
production of the oral history maga
zine "Firewheel," Journalism 132, 
Beginning News Reporting and Jour
nalism 111, the production lab for the 
"InterCOM." 

All three courses have no prerequi
sites and students interested in improv
ing writing skills are encouraged to 
enroll. 

In Journalism 132 and 111, students 
will work on the monthly student news
paper "InterCOM." Most of the work 
in the classes will center on this pub
lication and students will be expected 
to accept assignments, follow through 
with interviews and writing and help 
with the design of the "lnterCOM." 

The "Firewheel" is published twice a 
year and deals with local history, 
interesting vocations and hobbies from 
the area. Several field trips are included 
in the district and the state as part of 
the learning experience. Alex Pratt and 
Kathleen Mayse teach the Journalism 
211 and Kathleen Mayse is the instruc
tor for Journalism 132 and 111. 

Scholarships offered 
By Tracy Welch 

College of the Mainland students 
who are planning to transfer to Sam 
Houston State University ai:e now 
eligible for several scholarships being 
offered. 

Each scholarship is $225 per semes
ter and expires after one academic 
year. Recipients will also have the 
opportunity to participate in activities 
designed to attract interests of other 
junior college students transferring to 
SHSU. 

To apply for a transfer scholarship, 
pick up an application form from the 
Financial Aid office or write: The Office 
of School and College Relations, Sam 
Houston State University, Box 2058, 
Huntsville, Texas 77341. Applicants 
must also submit one personal and two 
academic recommendations. The 
application deadline is May 1, 1982. 



Unda Hansen of the Business Division demonstrates the revolutionary Textpro system that com
bines data and word processing functions. 

Newsmakers 

Textpro changes office 
By Mark Sanders 

College of the Mainland has a new 
training aid for business students that 
will revolutionize paper handling in the 
office of tomorrow. 

Linda Hansen, an instructor in the 
Division of Business, says the $4,000 
Text Pro System purchased last sum
mer will give COM secretarial students 
an edge in the job market. 

. Text Pro, a magnetic tape or disc 
programmed into the college's central 
computer, can be called upon to com
bine the use of word processors, or 
written information with data proces
sors, which handle statistical infor
mation. 

This cuts down the costly time Ul\lOO.le
ment by secretaries when having to 
correct, add, or delete information in 
composing formal business correspon
dence, Hansen said. 

For example, if corrections must be 
made, the Text Pro will highlight the 
error in spelling on the visual display. 

An internal dictionary then corrects 
the spelling and the correct word is 
placed in the proper sequence in the 
sentence. 

Another example of Text Pro's abil
ities would be production of a list of 
past due accounts along with prepro
grammed letters of collection, to be 
delivered to the proper client. 

Ms. Hansen commented that instead 
of eliminating jobs, the Text Pro has 
created an elite forne of secretarial and 
secretarial management positions that 
pay good salaries as well as promoting 
self confidence and security. 

COM students with this latest tech
nology and training will be ready to 
step into such jobs. 

Marketing-management program growing 
By Virginia Scurlock 

CO M's Division of Business took its 
old Marketing Management Program, 
threw it out, revamped and revised and 
increased enrollment almost 50 per
cent. 

organizations in the area to insure we 
are teaching skills they want in 
employees. If we don't have what peo
ple want, then they won't come to you," 
Simpson said. 

The innovative approaches have led 
to a snowballing effect. The numbers 

of majors in the program has increased 
nearly 50 percent and many majors in 
other business fields hear about job 
success and are taking marketing 
courses as electives. Graduates com
pleting the 72 hours of the program 
will be equipped for entry level man-

Now in its second year under instruc
tors Bill Tapp and Jim Simpson, the 
new marketing management program 
has a new J)roblem--the students are 
too often lured away from the class
room by anxious businessmen who are 
enthusiastic over the skills learned. 

Hubisz is a true renaissance man 

"We have a good program here. It's 
a new program which provides stu
dents with employable skills. We work 
with an Advisory Council of retail 

By Gary Baty 

Teacher, inventor, celebrity, family 
man, seminarian--these are just a few 
of the many hats worn by Dr. John L. 
Hubisz, instructor of physi<;s at College 
of the Mainland. 

Dr. Hubisz began teaching at COM 

Dr. John Hublsz ofthe Physics Department is shown with his wife Jola who Is also a COM Instructor. 

in 1971. 
He met his wife Jola, who also 

teaches here, the same year and they 
were married in 1974. 
His hobbies include making computers 
and robots. 

One project he has completed is a 
computer that speaks Latin, English, 
and Spanish and controls the lights 
and other appliances around the Hubisz 
household, he said. 

Dr. Hubisz also reads 250 to 300 
books a year for a hobby. 

In addition he has also been on the 
television show ''That's Incredible," 
with the physics of a four-car crash. 

"I plan to be on the · show again 
soon," he said. 

Dr. Hubisz said he likes teaching at 
COM because he can expand his pro
gram and try other experiments, like 
the four-car crash. Dr. Hubisz has 
plans for his program in the future and 
wants it to keep growing. "I love what 
I am doing and plan on sticking to 
Physics and Earth Science," he con
cluded. 

For more information on the Physics 
and Earth Science programs call Dr. 
Hubisz at ext. 325. 

agement positions. Foley's indicated 
that if 50 graduates had been available 
last June, they would have hired all 50! 

The program also has strong ties 
with the Cooperative Education pro
gram and allows a student to graduate 
with academic knowledge and work 
experience. 

Following graduation most students 
enter a trainee program sponsored by 
their particular employers. Simpson 
estimated that most graduates would 
be in either entry level management 
positions or trainee programs for 
approximately one to two years. He 
further estimated that many graduates 
would be in mid-management within 
five years. 

"We supply the companies with the 
clay, they mold it to fit their needs," 
he added. 

Bill Tapp and Jim Simpson spear
head the program's curriculum. Tapp 
focuses primarily on small business 
while Simpson's forte is the marketing 
slant. The two endeavor to provide 
students with entry level skills for 
management positions in retail and 
non-retail businesses. 

Simpson said straightfaced, "We 
have the best program on campus." 
He laughed and said, "I'm aware that 
other divisions might feel they have, 
but if they will just come and speak 
with me, I'll straighten out their 
thinking." 

For more information concerning 
the Marketing Management Program, 
contact either Jim Simpson at ext. 340 
or Bill Tapp at ext. 287. 



Around campus 

Political Science instructor featured on television 
By Elouise Wilson 

Dr. Manuel Urbina, of the Division 
of Social Sciences at College of the 
Mainland, was guest speaker on the 
program Reflejos del Barrio, aired by 
KPRC, Channel 2 in Houston recently. 

Urbina's subject matter concerned 
the cultural backgrounds and lifestyles 
of two of Mexico's most famous revolu

· tionary generals, Pancho Villa and 

COM tapes donated 
to TC collection 
By Tracy Welch 

Before too long, the Moore Memorial 
Public Library in Texas City will be 
adding a new series of tapes to their 
oral history section from College of the 
Mainland's highly successful "Fire
wheel" collection. 

Alex Pratt, Chairman of the Social 
Science Division, says these tapes, 
entitled The Oral History Project, were 
made by COM "Firewheel" students in 
an effort to record local history as seen 
by senior adults. • 

Almost 250 tapes are currently going 
through the slow process of being 
transcribed for the Oral History Project. 

After transcription, a copy of both 
the tape and the transcript will be 
given to the library to help expand its 
collection of the oral history of Texas 
City. 

Students interested in joining the 
oral history project or the staff of the 
"Firewheel" should contact Alex Pratt 
at ext. 211. 

Members ol the Mainland Chorale practice 
for upcoming concerts. 

Emiliano Zapata. 
The revolution of 1910 was brought 

about to improve living conditions of 
the people and to change the political 
administration from a dictatorship, a 
position held by Pro6rio Diaz for thirty 
years. Pancho Villa controlled the 
northern area while Emiliano Zapata 
to the south focused his interests on 
the social and agrarian reform needs 
of the Mexican P.eople. 

Mexico has very little ariable land to 
take care of a large population and 
Urbina said if Zapata's idea of distri~ 
bution of land plots to the people had 
been followed it would have created a 
larger middle class. 

Statistics still indicate that Mexico's 
tlass system is ten percent very wealthy 
people, ten percent middle class and 
eighty percent very poor people. 

Compared to the United States only 
ten percent are extremely wealthy, 
eighty percent in the middle class and 
ten percent could be considered poverty 
level. 

In 1978, Dr. Urbina interviewed 
Mrs. Pancho Villa in her home in 
Chihuahua, Mexico, which she turned 
into a museum in memory of her hus-

' band. The museum includes cannons, 
war memorabilia, uniforms and furni
ture of the revolutionary era. 

Dr. Urbina presented Mrs. Villa with 

a collection of money issued during 
Villa's control of the area as a gift to be 
included in her museum. 

Pancho Villa created an incident 
when he and his men invaded Colum
bus, New Mexico in 1916. It was 
reported Mrs. Villa had written the 
United States Congress in 1979 asking 
for a pardon for her husband but never 
received an answer. When asked why 
she never got a reply, she answered: 
"Politics!" She died two years later in 
1980. 

Urbina teaches · History 136 that 
includes a section on relations with 
Mexico. For more information call 
extension 307. Dr. Manuel Urbina 

History Fair slated for March 
By Mary Martin 

COM will be the site of a Regional 
.History Fair for elementary, junior 
high and high school students from 
five school districts in this area in 
March. 

This local contest is the first step for 
students who could then go on to state 
and national competition. 

This is the second year for COM to 
sponsor the fair and last year's contest 
had more than 250 participants. 

"Trade and Industry in History" is 
the theme for the fair and students 

may enter one of six different categories. 
Included in those categories are: 

historical papers, individual or group 
projects, individual or group perfor
mance and media presentation. 

All entries must reflect the theme 
"Trade and Industry in History." 

Alex Pratt, Chairman of the Social 
· Sciences Division, will coordinate the 
project on the local level and students 
and teachers in public or private 
schools in the area should contact him 
at extension 211 for further rules and 
information. 

Choirs combine singing with fun 
By Gary Baty 

Singing can be fun at College of the 
Mainland for students joining one of 
two vocal ensembles on campus: the 
Mainland Chorale or the COM Studio 
Singers. 

The Mainland Chorale is open to 
anyone in the community and no audi
tion is required. Hope Shiver, Choral 
Director at COM, stressed the fact 
that the Chorale is a singing organi
zation open to students, faculty and 
members of the community. 

The Mainland Chorale recently pre
sented a special Christmas program 
that included Vivaldi's Gloria in con
cert with full orchestra. In addition, 
the Mainland Chorale performed as 
part of a holiday music program 
entitled: "Christmas Music the World 
Round" in conjunction with five area 
high school choirs. 

The COM Studio Singers which is 
open to students by audition is another 
option open to persons interested in 
the music program. 

The Studio Singers tour high schools 

and civic organizations in the district 
in addition to performances for COM 
students. This choral group performs 
works in a more contemporary, popular 
idiom using choreography as well as 
performing more traditional choral 
works for churches and community 
events. The Studio Singers recently 
performed at Dickens Evening on the 
Strand in Galveston. 

Members of both groups are eligible 
to attend the Annual Texas Junior 
College Choral Festival as well as the 
area Gulf Coast Junior College Festival 
held in the Spring. 

"Anybody that wants to sing is wel
come and we look forward to having 
them join the choral program," Shiver 
said. For more information on the 
music program call ext. 200. 

Black History Month planned 
Although still in the planning stages, 

the Student Development Program at 
COM is getting ready for a busy obser
vance of Black History Month in 
February, said Director Dr. Warren 
Dodson. 

Among the people being asked to 
visit campus as part of the nationwide 
celebration are Congressman Mickey 
Leland, Judge Al Green, Dr. Cherry 
Goodin of Texas Southern University, 
Dr. Frank Wetta of Galveston College, 
news reporter Diana Fallis and Ambas
sador A. B. Hill. 

In addition to prominent speakers, 

films and music related to Black His
tory, the Divisions of History, Fine 
Arts and Sociology are planning special 
sections about Black History in their 
regular classes and the Gulf Coast 
Council on Foreign Affairs will sponsor 
a community open forum on The Global 
Origins of Racism. 

"It's going to be a very busy month," 
Dodson said, "and we are looking for
ward to a lot of community and college 
involvement in the program." 

For more information on activities 
for Black History Month, call Dodson 
at extension 409. 
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Reagan cuts may slash financial aid programs 
By Ruth Wedergren 

If President Reagan's proposed cuts 
in student aid programs pass through 
Congress, the number of financial aid 
and loan recipients at College of the 

Mainland could be reduced by as much 
as 50 percent beginning in fall 1982, 
Financial Aid Director Dan Doyle illus
trated in a recent report. 

Cuts would be found in Basic Educa
tional Opportunity Grants (BEOG or 

Major art exhibit opens 
By Krissa Wil~e 

One of the nation's leading New 
Realists will be coming to College of 
the Mainland this month to open a 
major exhibition of her work. 

Jane Freilicher, long recognized as 
one of the country's premiere figurative 
artists, will be here for a lecture/ dis-

cussion Feb. 24 at 7 p.m. and will open 
by the Division of Fine Arts and Stu
dent Development Programs of College 
of the Mainland. Gallery hours are 
Mondays through Thursdays, 1 to 4 
p.m., mornings, weekends and Thurs
day evenings by appointment only. 

For more information call 938-1211, 
Ext. 348. 

New York Artist Jane Freilicher, right, will visit College of the Mainland Feb. 24 for an Informal 
lecture/discussion and will also open a major exhibit of her work. She Is shown here teaching in 
New York. 

PELL Grants) and College Work-Study 
Programs (CWSP). Programs such as 
the Supplementary Educational Oppor
tunity Grant (SEOG), State· Student 
Incentive Grant (SSIG), and the Fed
erally Insured Student Loan (FISL) 
would be completely eliminated if the 
proposals are approved. 

To COM, these cuts could mean a 
27 .3 percent reduction in the work
study program, with its federal alloca
tion falling from around $110,000 to 
near $80,000. The program would 
then be able to accommodate only 
approximately 120 students. COM's 
PELL Grants would be cut to about 
$68,000 for under 200 students. SEOG, 
SSIG, and FSIL would get zero fed
eral funding. 

If these changes occur, COM's total 
federal funding for aid and loans in 
1982-83 would be just.under $150,000 
to serve about 300 students, only half 
cf th ~ <:'!TTt>r.t ~:.m1h~.- of i;ti..:dents 
receiving federal help. 

Doyle stressed, "These are only 
projections of what would happen if 
the cuts are passed. If they are appl'O\led, 
we'll begin to notice the cuts beginning 
nextfall." 

Doyle also noted in his report that 
high cost Ulllll.ersities and private col
leges would suffer most from the cuts. 
He believes there is a "possibility" that 
COM's enrollment .could grow with 

her show immediately after. 
In addition to Ms. Freilicher, Aladar 

Marberger, president of the Fischbach 
gallery of New York, and Mimi Cross
ley, the art director of the Houston 
Post, will be on stage for the discussion. 
Freilicher will also answer questions 
directed from the audience. The event 
is free and the public is welcome to 
attend. 

LoOkingback at the Fall 

After the lectw"e/ discussion a recep
tion will be held in the Fine Arts Gallery 
and Ms. Freilicher will be there to 
answer questions and discuss her work. 
-The exhibft will ooast a total of 24 of 

her works, including lithographs and 
oils, watercolors,· and gcniache paint
ings and will be on exhibit Feb. 24 
through Mar. 24. 

Ms. Freilicher resides in New York 
with her husband and eighteen-year
old daughter. She does most of her 
work in her two story penthouse on 
Fifth Avenue and in her studio on Long 
Island. She has been painting since 
she was a teenager but says she did 
not get "serious" until she studied at 
the Hans Hofmann School of Fine Arts 
in 1947. 

Freilicher's visit is being co-sponsored 

By Ruth Wedergren 

InterCOM covered several major 
stories on campus last semester includ
ing the Self-Study, handicapped aware
ness, and registration. These stories 
have been up-dated and their current 
standings follow. 

One of the major questions in COM's 
Self-Study, the definition of the term 
"faculty" has been resolved. COM 
President Dr. Justus Sundermann pab
lisheiCthe accepted· recommendation 
.of the definition in a recent memo. 
... 'Faculty shail be defined as those 
full-time instructors whose primary 
responsibilities at College of the 
Mainland involve all of the follow
ing: teaching, evaluating and award~ 
ing terminal grades to students in 
credit courses or prerequisites to 
credit courses, planning courses and 
curricula, setting criteria and stan
dards for course work, counseling/. 
advising students. and participating 
in the committee work of COM." 
A wheelchair ramp in the Student 
Center and more accessible water 

fountains were the gains made by and 
for handicapped students since last 
fall. However, Zelda Rick of Continuing 
Education feels that these gains are 
not enough. "Right now we're trying to 
get some type of volunteer services 
which are needed for handicappaj stu
dents. Some have asked for transpor
tation and someone to carry their 
books. We're working on that right 
now," she explained. 

Credit enrollment -at" COM topped 
the 2,800 mark for the first time with 
this spring's- registration, Director of 
Admissions Dr. Robert Johnston 
announced recently. 

Spring 1982 figures indicate that 
2,814 students are enrolled in credit 
courses, an increase of 10.3 percent 
from 2,551 students last spring. Com
pared to fall 1981, enrollment rose 
about seven percent this semester. ' 

"We're seeing a fairly steady increase 
in enrollment each registration," John
ston explained. "But this is the first 
time we've gone over 2,800 for credit 
enrollment in a semester," he added. 

more students not being able to afford 
to go off to school their first two years. 
"Going away to school is more costly 
and many students may find it neces- . 
sary to get 60 hours out of the way at 
home. They can get as good an educa
tion by going to school in their own 
backyard," he commented. 

Clark impressed 
with College 
By Robert Sweeten 

College of the Mainland's newly 
appointed Dean of College and Finan
cial Services, Philip.Clark, says he is 
very impressed with the faculty and 
students at COM because everyone 
seems to know where he or she is 
going. "There are no idle hands," he 
said. "I hope that I am able to improve 

- cmr.rnu.1kut'.on char.111::b. anJ i.o pcu- -
ticipate in and help implement effi
ciency so there is no wasted motion." 

Dean Philip Clark 
Clark is currently Dean of Adminis

tration at Anne Arundel Community 
College, Arnold, Maryland~ He has 
served as chief fiscal and management 

· officer of that institution since 1977. 
Prior to his appointment at Anne 

Arundel Community College, Mr. Clark 
was Dean of Administrative Services 
at Harloni {:ommunity College in 
Maryland from 1 %9 to 1977, where he 
coordinated the · establishment of a 

. ~!.ntr!11J.zed pers_onnel offic~, incluc\ing 
wage. and salary administration prac-

. tices, job classifi~tion, and affinn~tiye 
action. 

From 1951 through 1969, Clark 
served with the U.S. Army as a Profes
sor of Military Scienc~ and a supply/ 
procur.ement officer in charge of mili
tary operations budgeted at 25 to 385 
million dollars annually. 

Clark's B.A. is in Educational Admin
is.tration from Northwestern Okla
homa. State College, his M.Ed. is from 
Our Lady of the Lake College in San 
Antonio, and a Master of Public Admin
istration degree from the University of 
Southern California. 



Inter 
COM Second thoughts 

Winter movies consist of holiday leftovers 
By Steve Remollino 

It may be somewhat late for Christ
mas gift-giving, but several "presents" 
made to theatres last December are 
still around. And unfortunately, fd like 
to take quite a few of them back for a 
refund. 

I have often said that there is nothing 
quite as bad as an unfunny comedy-
and here's an unfunny comedy, "Mod
ern Problems" with Chevy Chase. 
Chevy stars as an air traffic controller 
(an outdated joke) who has nuclear 
waste dumped on him (that is funny?) 
and becomes blessed with telekinetic 
.:,owers. 

The film could easily have been called 
"Carrie Meets the Cast of Saturday 
Night Live." 

The jokes are stale, the actors are 

wooden, and any film that has _to rely 
on the showing of Dabney Coleman's 
bare behind must be grasping for 
straws--keep grasping Chevy, maybe 
you can pull a good plot out of thin air. 

The second film, which illustrates 
the point "there's nothing as bad as an 
unscaJy horror movie" is "Ghost Story," 
a travesty from Universal Pictures. 

This tacky uninspiring film wastes 
the auspicious acting talents of Fred 
Astaire, John Houseman, Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr., and the late Melvyn 
Douglas. 

There are some good make-up 
effects, but the plot was so confusing, 
I didn't know what was going on. 

And to make matters worse, the 
screenwriter threw in a raunchy sex 
scene with two lovers doing somer
saults all over the bedroom floor. 

If this is supposed to be scary, please 
give me "Dracula" anytime, because 
this movie is a killer, just look what it 
did to Melvyn Douglas. 

The third film attempts to break the 
"splatter movie" mold and succeeds, 
almost. 

The film is "The Seduction" and stars 

Morgan Fairchild as a television news
woman who has a fan who turns from 
amorous to murderous. 

There are some clever plot twists 
along the way; but I could not believe 
that Andrew Stevens was a murderer 
if you paid me. 

He looks too nice and clean. Dirty 
him up a little and then rn believe him. 

rn review the next two films together 
because they should be seen together. 
The films are "Saturday the 14th" and 
"Student Bodies." Both films are filled 
with faults, but when seen together 
they make one good (not great) movie. 

The former film stars Richard Ben
jamin and Paula Prentiss as a couple 
who inherit a haunted house populated 
by monsters. Ms. Prentiss steals the 
show when she gets bitten by a vam
pire and turns into a screeching demon. 

The second film, "Student Bodies," 
tries to make fun of the I told you not to 
go on Friday the 13th because it's Prom 
Nigbt on - the Terror Train and He 
Knows You're Alone so Don't Answer 
the Phone, My Bloody Valentine" 
movie. 

But unfortunately, it doesn't succeed. 

The setting is a high school where all 
of the students are being murdered 
after having sex. 

The only possible suspect is the 
school's only virgin •. There are a couple 
of funny spots, but not enough to sus
tain a full-length feature film. One 
might note, however, College of the 
Mainland's own actor, Mike Froebe), 
in a small part during the parade 
sequence of the film. 

If you look fast, you can see him 
waving bye-bye to the profits that his 

· movie didn't make. 
We get to step a step up in quality 

with "Reds," a three and a half hour 
extravaganza starring Warren Beatty 
as John Reed, a journalist actively 
involved with the Russian Revolution 
and Diane Keaton as Louise Bryant, 
a woman not much involved with any
thing. 

The film is good, but why did they 
have to make it so long? They could 
have easily cut outone and- a half_ 
hours of wasted footage. 

New year holds surprises for books 

The supporting performances of 
Jack Nicholson as Eugene O'Neill and 
Maureen Stapleton as Emma Goldman 
are good and help to balance out War
ren Beatty's on-again-off-again per
formance. 

We're almost near the top with "The 
Four Seasons" starring Alan Alda and 
Carol Burnett, among others, that dis
cover that love can change, just as the 
seasons do. Aida's· screenplay is a 
masterpiece of modern comedy. 

dy Robert Sweeten 

As an avid reader, I look forward to 
the first of the year and a best foot for
ward effort on the part of the publishers. 
This year has given me some surprises. 

First off the shelf is the long awaited 
book by Patricia Hearst titled "Every 
Secret Thing." I looked forward to 
reading this book, but was not totally 
impressed. Hearst does not hold back 
any details, but she over-dramatizes 
and gives us horror tactics. The story 
is there, but we must wade through gar
bage to find it. Your $17. 95 could go 
for better uses. 

Another book I was sure would be a 
hit was "The Dean's December" by 
Nobel Prize winning author Saul Bel
low. The novel details a crisis in the 
life of a Chicago college dean who 
goes with his wife to Romania. The 
dean is afflicted with what he calls 
"the modem consciousness." The novel 
goes on to involve solemn subject 
matter and gives us a marvelous por
trait of a surreal Soviet-bloc city. 
Unfortunately, the novel is otherwise 
pure frustration. Bellow is more inter
ested in developing ideas rather than 
characters, who we rarely see in action. 
I could not get involved in "The Dean's 

December" and suggest that you do 
not try. Another $13.95 gone. 

Just so you do not get the idea that 
I hate everything, here is a favorite, 
"'A Green Desire" by Anton Myrer. The 
story centers around two brothers in 
love with the same woman. Same old 
story you say? Well, so did I, but there 
are enough twists to make- this book 
worth the $14.95 I paid. Choosing 
radically different roads to fame and 
fortune, the two make it to the top 
during America's own rise to power 
and wealth. But always behind them is 
Jophy-married to one, mistress to the 
other. By the author of "The Last Con
vertible," "A Green Desire" is a must. 

For the friends who have asked, 
here is my ten best and worst of 1981. 

BEST: "The Glitter Dome" by Joseph 
Wambaugh; "Noble House" by James 
Clavell; "Gorky Park" by Martin Cruz 
Smith; "The Hotel New Hampshire" 
by John Irving; "Angel of Light" by 
Joyce Carol Oates; "The Cardinal Sins" 
by Andrew M. Greely; "An Indecent 
Obsession" by Colleen McCullough; 
"Cujo" by Stephen King; "The Clowns 
of God" by Morris West; "Rabbit Is 
Rich" by John Updike. 

WORST: "The Third Deadly Sin" 
by Lawrence Sanders; "Black Widow" 

by Christina Crawford; "The Love 
Hunter" by Jon Hassler; "Peace Breaks 
Out" by John Knowles; "The Second 
Lady" by Irving Wallace; "Sauce for 
the Goose" by Peter DeVries; "Palm 
Sunday" by Kurt Vonnegut; "False 
Witness" by Dorothy Uhnak; "The 
Children's Story" by James Clavell; 
"Goodbye, Janet" by Harold Robbins. 

HONORABLE MENTION: "Bread 
Upon the Water" by Irwin Shaw; "Red 
Dragon" by Thomas Harris. 

THE "I THINK THEY'LL PRINT 
ANY11-DNG" AWARD: "Social Studies" 
by Fran Lebowitz. 

The top of the film ladder is surely 
"On Golden Pond," a film that will 
have you laughing and crying within 
minutes of each other. Henry Fonda 
and Katherine Hepburn star as a cou
ple who return. perhaps for the last 
time, to Golden Pond to look over their 
lives and perhaps patch up the differ
ences between them and their daugh
ter (Jane Fonda). 

lnterCOM 
Editor ................................................. Steve Remollino 
Reporters ...•....... Mitzi Brister, Lynn Griffin, Jo Harroff, Steve Remollino, 

Virginia Scurlock, Robert Sweeten, Donna Tilley, Peggy Verkin, 
Ruth Wedergren, Tracy Welch, Krissa Wilde, Elouise Wilson 

Photographer ......................................... Virginia Scurlock 
Layout .................................................. Julia Kolodziej 
Typesetting .................................... Linda Magee, Lynn Griffin 
Production Facilities .................... Office of Communication Services 
Faculty Advisor ......................................... Kathleen Mayse 



Newsmakers 

Big Bend gives artists a variety of subjects 
Big Bend National Park, Texas is 

one of the crown jewels of the National 
Park Service. Park vistas range from 
the searing desert floor to soaring 
mountain ranges. They include vast 
canyons whose sheer walls rise 1,600 

feet straight up from the churning 
waters of the legendary Rio Grande. 
In the space of half an hour one can 
climb from a steamy jungle of bamboo 
along the river plain to an arid desert 
environment. The Chisos Mountains, 

Mark Sanders and Mona Marshall stroll along .the Rio Grande at Hot Springs VIUage. 

Anita Jeffereon II engroued In lketchlng. 

Text and photos 

by 

Virginia Scurlock 

The Chisos Mountains soar 8,000 feet &om the desert Boor at Big Bend. 

soaring over 8,000 feet from the floor· 
of the Chihuahuan desert, form a 
biological oasis. 

The Division of Fine Arts recently 
sponsored a four-day excursion to Big 
Bend National Park in preparation for 
an exhibit for the library. 

Each of the artists, Mona Marshall, 
James Templer, Anita Jefferson, .Lyn 
Trafton, Mark Sanders and Virginia 
Srurlock, will be displaying their impres
sions of the area. 

The show will contain various media 
including oils, print making and photo
graphy and will open Mar. 11 in the 
library. 

There is enchantment in the Big 
Bend. The Spanish called this land El 
Despoblado, or uninhabited land, but 
they believed (and many still do) that 
ghost Indians roamed through the 
Chisos. 

The presence of the ghosts is debat
able but the fact remains there is a 
magic which causes visitors to return 
time and time again. They come back 
year after year to the Big Bend. 

In addition to the almost unbeliev
able beautiful and rugged landscapes, 
there is superb birding. Scores of spe
cies are found in the Big Bend, some 
are found there alone. 

Geologists, gemologists and simple 
rock-hounds are fascinated by the 
geological complexity of the region. 

The Indians have an explanation for 
this complexity. They say when the 
Great Creator finished making the 
world he threw all the rocks he had 
left over in a heap in the Trans-Pecos 
region and called it the Big Bend. Bota
nists and biologists are also drawn to 

this region because many of the hun
dreds of species of plants and animals 
are nature only to that region. 

But perhaps those who enjoy the Big 
Bend best are those who simply delight 
in being with Nature at its best. Whether 

Anita .Jelenon and James Templer take time · 
out to relax while Lyn Trafton concentrates 
on photography. 

hiking one of the trails, birding, doing 
some serious back-packing, or rafting 
do,w the river, the Big Bend is a mag
nificent experience for everyone. 

· All agreed it was a wonderful four 
days--the country couldn't have been 
more spectacular, the weather nicer, 
or the company more congenial. 

And with five to a cabin--the com
pany had better be congenial! Admit
tedly there were some snags as in the 
trouble with vehicles--one on the way 
up there and trouble with the second 
at the Park itself. However, the group 
paraphrased an old trapper who said 
after having traveled by canoe through 
one of the canyons--"It war a hard trip
but we war hard trappers." 

Numerous volcanic upheavals have lefttowerlng moun~ ofvolcarifc ash. 
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Award-winning journalist addresses productivity 
By Mitzi Brister 

An award-winning journalist says 
America's sliding productivity and 
economic problems can be solved 
t_hrough returning integrity to the 
common worker. 

Lloyd Dobyns, NBC News corre
spondent and author of the Emmy
winning documentary "When America 
Works, America Works," was the key
note speaker for COM's annual obser
vance of National Vocational Education 
Week held recently. 

The theme for Vocational Education 
Week, Know How in the 80's, brought 
blue collar workers and educators 
together to discuss and offer possible 
solutions to America's ma..'lpOWer crisis. 

Dobyns repeatedly stated the crisis 
facing the American economy is the 
treatment of workers as an asset rather 

Tech-Voe week 
successful here 
By Donna Tilley 

Last week College of the Mainland 
completed a variety of programs and 
activities celebrating Technical Voca
tional Week that were designed to help 
students here keep pace with the future 
In business careers. 

Various attractions were held during 
the busy week at COM. There were 
competitions, luncheons, lectures, and 
films to educate students about the 
trades, career fields and preparation 
for jobs that require less than bacca
laureate degrees. 

In addition to. campus activities, the 
BADET of (DECA) competition was 
held here and featured students from 
22 area high schools competing in 
job-related contests. 

For COM students featured were 
Town Hall lectures, "America's Private 
Enterprise System," "Future Employ
ment Trends." "Career Opportunitie 
in Geology," and "How-to Get a Job." 

The week was highlighted by a spe
cial presentation of "America Works 
When America Works," a NBC White 
Paper on work in this country intro
duced by Lloyd Dobyns, a NBC news 
correspondent. Dobyns also delivered 
the keynote speech for the Annual 
Technical-Vocational Awards cere
mony. 

For more information on Technical
Vocational programs, call 938-1211, 
Ext. 221. 

than part of the capital. 
This is contrary to Japan, America's 

fiercest economic competitor. 
The Japanese economy is based 

upon cooperation, Dobyns said. They 
draw from a highly competitive school 
system, a smaller managerial ladder, 
and much more open attitude. The 
Japanese business considers the indus
try as a family which is open for ideas 
on improvement. 

ing. This gives the burnout worker a 
chance for a second career. The U.S. 
businesses ask why train a person who 
will work for another company and 
will create stiffer competition. 

A survey of the five major corpora
tions in Japan and the United States 
clearly states the difference in the two 
economies and their priorities, he said. 
Japan's corporations place quality as 
a top interest followed by a five year . 

growth plan, whereas American busi
nesses place short term gains above 
quality. 

The American workers and busi
nesses have many changes to make, 
yet the changes are coming, assured 
Mr. Dobyns. More Americans are aware 
of the productivity crisis than ever 
before. There are solutions and they 
are available, all that is required is 
time, he concluded. 

Workers are encouraged to share 
ideas. Through creative ideas and 
improvement in the products the 
workers receive the extra cash benefits 
from new products. The Japanese man
agement has only seven levels for the 
worker to go through whereas the 
American worker must struggle through 
twelve steps of management, Dobyns 
said. The Japanese and German gov
ernments offer their workers job retrain-

Black History observed 
By Elouise Wilson 

Programs in observance of Black 
History Month have been well attended 
on campus, according to Dr. Warren 
Dodson, director of student activities. 

"Impromptu jazz concerts and film 
festivals, a community-wide program 

Lucentio, played by Kelvin McHenry, and Blanca, played by Cindy Martin, are a contrast to the 
tempestuous Kate and Petruchio In Shakespeare's "The Taming of the Shrew" now playing at COM. 

Shakespeare's tale iKclassic 
By Tracy Welch 

College of the Mainland Community 
Theatre's production "The Taming of 
the Shrew" is now showing at COM 
Theatre through February. 

The play, written by Shakespeare, 
is a classic, set in the .medieval period. 
Although the speech is sometimes dif
ficult to follow, the lively action of 
Petruchio as he tries to "woo" wild 
tempered Kate makes up for the some
times redundant dialogue. 

Excellent performances are delivered 
by Petruchio, played by Tom Skore, 

and Kate, · Dayle Skore, who is his wife 
offstage as well. 

Throughout the show, the hard work 
that has gone into the making of the 
set is evident, as well as the costumes 
made by Leah Gifford. 

"The Taming of the Shrew" will be 
playing through Feb. 28 with perfor
mances on Thursdays, Fridays and 
Sat\lrdays at 8 p.m. with a matinee 
performance on Sundays, and is a play 
that will be admired by Shakespeare 
lovers and_ others alike. For reserva
tions, call 938-1211, Ext. 345. 

which included presentations by a 
drama company and choir groups 
were well received," Dodson -stated, 
"and the celebration will conclude with 
lectures by prominent black leaders in 
the community." 

Judge Al Green of Houston will dis
cuss Blacks in Politics Feb. 21 at 6 p.m. 
in the LRC auditorium. A reception 
will follow in the Student Center. 

The Gulf Coast Council on Foreign 
Affairs will sponsor Jack O'Dell, Inter
national Director of Operation Push, 
Feb. 25 at noon in the Student Center. 
Mr. O'Dell's discussion will be on 
"Black America in the Global Arena." 

In addition, .the highly acclaimed 
Broadway musical "EUBIE" has been 
video taped and will be shown in con
tinuous play through Feb. 25. 

Students_ plan 
busy Spring 
By Ruth Wedergren 

The current objective of the Student 
Activities Board is to make this spring 
semester the "best ever," says Dr. 
Warren Dodson, Student Activities 
Director. 

Even though activities of last semes
ter li~e the Country-Western Dance 
and the Pumpkinlest were weJl-attended, 
Dodson ~explairred that student lnput -
at SAB meetings is still lacking. "We 
now have definite meeting times and 
we encourage students to drop by the . 
meetings. 

Meetings open to all students are 
held on first and third Wednesdays of 
each month from 11:15-12:20 p.m. in 
Room 120, downstairs in the Student 
Center. ·-

Plans already underway for this 
spring include a noon concert March 2 
by 12-string guitarist Kurt Van Sickle, 
fund raising, and attendance at the 
Texas Junior College Student Council 
Convention in El Paso, March 28-30. 
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Artist visits COM 

Jane Freilicher poses for a self-portrait. 

By Elouise Wilson 

Public response to the lecture and 
reception for New York artist Jane 
Freilicher was well attended, according 
to COM Gallery director Jean Wetta. 

Mimi Crossley, art critic for the 
Houston Po~t. moderated a question
answer session with the artist and 
Aladar Marberger of the Fischbach 
Gallery of New York City, New York. 

During the interview, Freilicher 
admitted she did not like the abstract 
and kitchen sink style of art that was 
so popular during her student years 
and the style that she began develop
ing, 1>ainterley realism, was in opposi
tion to the accepted trendy avant garde 

Oberg offers unique teaching ·approach 
By Steve Remollino 

The Obergs make their home in 
Dickinson, with their son Gregory. They 

· live on a 22-acre ranch and raise 
horses ... definitely anything but con
ventional. 

abstract. 
Characteristics of Freilicher's work 

are bright floral still lifes, on slanted 
perspective tables against a window 
framing a vast landscape. Sound busy? 
They are! Her work has been compared c,/ 

to Renoir, Matisse and M~net. 
The artist readily admits to a pen

chant for dead fish. These she paints · 
on delicate_ china with sharp contrast 
of ~esh tones and scales. The clear ~~ .. 
colors she uses in her still lifes and 
scenes reflect a Dutch influence; how- ~ 

·~~ 

ever, Freilicher claims her play on 
color is intuitive, not structured. 

"You know," Freilicher said, "that 
the valid part of painting Js the part -
that cannot be explained." 

Her landscapes record twenty years 
of painting the view outside her studio 
on Long Island Sound. . 

Her iasr ianascape of this view 1s a 
painted elegy. Her only statement to 
the destruction of this lovely view, a 
silent but a powerfully explicit one, into 
which she paints herself, with the addi
tion of bulldozers plowing the land into 
housing tracts. 

There is a celebrity in our midst, 
although people may not know it. Or. 
Alcestis Oberg, or "Cookie" as she is 
known to her friends and students, is 
about as unconventional an instructor 
as any student could ask for. In addi
tion to having been an adjunct instruc
tor here at COM since 1976 (longer 
than just about any part-time person 
in the Humanities Division), Cookie 
also teaches at Texas A&M on Pelican 
Island and writes for "Science Digest" 
and "Texas Monthly." 

in which neither the instructor nor the 
students be~efit.' If she sees that some
thing is not working with her students, 
she'd rather change it than have her 
students bored silly: She often teaches 
interesting and normally untaught 

. novels such as "The Hobbit" or "Dune" 
to stir new interests in her students 
rather than repeatedly teach!ng the 
same thing semester after semester. 

New mall opening here 

Although she says that the "big 
money" is made by freelancing at 
magazines, she teaches because she 
enjoys it, not because the pay is 
fantastic. 

Her magazine writing is an inter
esting aspect of h~f life, but her philoso
phies on teaching are the most incre
dible of all. 

She commands her students with 
her "song and dance" as she puts it. 

"It's the readiest way to keep their 
attention." It works. Just try to get into 
one of her literature courses. They are 
usually filled to the brim with students, 
both new and former. The evaluations 
that her students give her are also 

· stupendous. 
Rarely, if ever, has she gotten a 

poor critique from one of her students. 
In addition to Cookie's innovative 

techniques in the classroom, her 
methods behind the scenes are also 
important. She refuses to follow what 
she refers to as "an idiotic curriculum~ 

To prepare for heE-l(fe as an instruc
tor and journalist, Cookie attended 
Northwestern University where she 
obtained her B.A., the University of 
New Mexico, where she obtained her 
M.A., and the University of Maryland, 
where she earned her Ph.D. When 
asked why she traveled so much to get 
her degrees, she replied, "When you're 
married to a military man, you have 
to be ready to travel." Cookie's hus
band, James, is the author of two 
books, "Red Star in Orbit" and "New 
Earths~" 

Cookie Oberg 

By Peggy Verkin 

In the Fall ofl 984., Texas City's 
new Mall of the Mainland fo be locat 
ed at FM 1764 and the Gulf Freeway 
will be opening. 

Don ·wesley, City Planner for 
the City of Texas City and Drafting 
Teacher at College of the M.ainland 
said, "In addition, the main Mall will 
consist of one hundred and twelve 
stores including four major depart
ment stores and almost one hundred 
and ten acres of land will be used." 

"In the process of ·developing· 
the mall other negotiations are being 
made for a Walmart and McCoys 
north of the mall," added Wesley. 

Paul Broadhead and Associates 
of Mississippi are the developers 
heading this project.Cindy Jones, a 
spokesperson for PBA said, "Before 
starting on construction of the mall 
there are many things to be done 
such as rezoning and several other 
technicalities." She also added, "It 
is premature yet to.know what four 
major department stores will be in 
the mall." 

Don Wesley said, ''PBA has done 

a wonderful job on their malls such 
as the San Jacinto Mall in Baytown 
and I believe they will do a terrific 
job on Mall of the Mainland." 

Wesley said, "New technology 
will be part of the new mall with a 
video tape monitor of everything 
inside the mall and the security will 
Include the parking lot." 

In addition lost children will be 
less of a problem because, "At each 
end of the mall there will _ be a 
different animal for children to be 
able to identify where they are at by 
.the animal," added Wesley. 

Don Wesley said, "We plan to 
work with COM on their cooperative 
education program to have students 
from COM work at the Mall of the 
Mainland." He also believes that, 
"There will be about 2,000 em
ployees needed at the Mall." Wesley 
added, "The Mall of the Mainland 
will be a welcome addition to the 
community which is already making 
plans for its opening." Of particular 
interest- in this project are those 
students studying Business, Market
ing, Management and Retail courses 
at COM. 
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COM Second thoughts 

Oscars highlight dull movie month in March 
By Steve Remollino 

We're one-quarter way through the 
year and there really has not been any
thing incredible happening at the cinema. 
But, March is a big month because of 
the Academy Awards show on Mar. 29. 

Before I give my picks for the major 
awards, let's take a glimpse at a few 
recent releases. 

The first is "Making Love" starring 
Kate Jackson, Harry Hamlin, and 
Michael Ontkean. The story concerns 
a seemingly happy couple (Ontkean 
and Jackson) who find that their mar
riage is threater.ed by a third party 
(Harry Hamlin). It seems that Ontkean 
has been repressing his homosexual 
feelings for these long years and after 
meeting Hamlin these feelings turn to 
longings. Of course, this situation 
shakes his marriage and makes Kate 
Jackson so mad that she has to smash 
pl_ates on her kitchen Door. Besides 
this infamous "china episode," nothing 

spectacular ever happens. Neither Jack
son nor Ontkean is very believable as 
the couple; but, Harry Hamlin does a 
pretty good job. The stars and producers 
make a valiant try with controversial 
material--notice the use of the word 
"valiant" instead of the word "success
ful." 

A second feature which, surprisingly 
enough, delivers the goods it promises 
is "Swamp Thing" starring Adrienne 
Barbeau and Louis Jourdan. Based on 
a comic book character, the film tells 
the story of a scientist who is chemically 
changed into a half man/half vegetable. 
The film has many touching sequences 
as "old swampy" walks off into the 
sunset at the film's finish without his 
love, Adrienne Barbeau. (Sob!) Lavish 
cinematography, strong performances, 
and unusual make-up make the Dick 
well-worth viewing. 

We drop down, way down, in quality 
with "The Beast Within," a stupid hor
ror film with what one might call the 

A letter to the editor 
To the Editor: 

I recently read in the Self Study 
Newsletter that the Organization and 
Administration Committee has recom
mended that "for the purpose of unity 
among the employees of COM that 
strong consideration should he given to 
the removal of the current faculty repre
sentative to the BOT. In addition, con
sideration might be given to review the 
rationale for seating a student repre
sentative." 

This "act of unity" is really nothing 
more than one· more refusal by certain 
individuals and groups to recognize 
the need and value of faculty input into 
the decision making process. It is in no 
way intended to unite persons on cam
pus, but simply another blatant exam
ple of an attempt to diffuse and sub
jugate faculty's voice in the governance 
of the college. 

As for the rationale for the student 
representative; if the committee can
not see the critical importance of this 
then they have simply lost touch with 
what we are all about here at COM; we 
exist for the student, not vice versa. 

Sincerely, 
Bob Wennagel C.P.A. 
Instructor 
Division of Business 

Editor's note: The following is a 
reply from Mitzi Brister, Student Repre-

sentative to the Board of Trustees, to 
Instructor Wennagel's letter. 

I must confess, the proposal to 
remove the "faculty" and student repre
sentatives from the Board of Trustees 
did anger me at first. "How dare they 
remove the purpose oftheir job!", was 
my first thought. Then I began to get 
honest with myself--how effective are 
those representatives? . 

One person cannot honestly repre
sent all of the students at COM. Besides, 
we never really had the chance to speak 
anyway. Under the steering committee's 
suggestion, Dr. Sundermann would be 
the speaker for the College at the Board 
meeting. 

However, we must remember that 
the Board meetings are open and that 
under Article IX of the Board Policy 
Manual, any group has the right to 
present itself. I feel that these two safe. 
guards--the open meetings and Article 
IX--are stronger chains of communi
cation than the two representatives on 
the Board who seldom had the right 
to speak. 

I am also inclined to believe that 
Dr. Sundermann would li~ten to any 
special group and then find what is 
best for COM. After all, don't we all 
have something at stake, like College 
of the Mainland? 

"idiot plot syndrome." The story, such 
as it is, concerns one foggy night in 
Mississippi when a new bride gets raped 
by something in the woods. As it turns 
out, the rapist W$ half man/half cicada. 
Her son, thanks to this previous encoun
ter, is a 17-year-old who has started 
acting very strange: Could it be that he 
too is a cicada-man? Yes, indeed. 
Soon son-of-cicada-man is shedding 
his skin and murdering the townsfolk 
in a horrible fashion. Bugman struts 
his violent stuff at a funeral parlor, a 
court house, and in a nearby swamp. 
At the end, he rapes some local tramp 
who wanders by. Oh lucky her! In 17 
years she too will have a bug child. 
The story is dumb, the acting is dumber, 
and tl>e make-up is just the pits. Quick, 
get the Raid! 

A third film, which is at least believ
able, is "Barbarosa" starring Willie 
Nelson. Willie is a legendary badman 
who is constantly being chased by his 
father-in-law who wants to kill him. He 
meets a farm boy, played by Gary 
Busey, ar,d lives his own legend until 
one of his relatives finally gets him. 
Beautiful cinematography, an intelli
gent script, and good performance 
make the film worth a look. 

Don't look at "Great White" how
ever. We're only three m~nths into the 
year and this film has already made 
my ten worst list. Talk about bad. The 

plot is a direct rip-off of "Jaws" and 
"Jaws 2." And because of this fact, 
Universal Pictures is suing the pants 
off of the company that made this 
travesty. They needn't worry. "Jaws" 
was a masterpiece. This trash is a 
mess. It appears that a large shark 
( obviously made out of plywood) has 
landed off the coast of Georgia. If it's 
Georgia, why does the majority of the 
cast have Italian names and must have 
their dialogue dubbed in? The shark 
goes chomp here, bite there, munch 
here, crunch there and destroys one 
dock, one helicopter, six extras, one 
old boat, one teenager's leg, one old 
political candidate, one cameraman, 
etc., etc., etc. In one "heart stopping 
sequence" (Hah!) James Franciscus as 
novelist Peter Benton (writing a shark 
book as did Peter Benchley, author of 
"Jaws") goes diving with Vic Morrow 
(a poor man's Captain Quint who 
sports an accent that is either Irish, 
Scottish or Mongoloid). When Peter 
fails to come up from his dive, his wife 
(the worst actress to come out of Georgia 
or Italy in years) screams_ "Oh Peter, 
you only have three minutes of oxygen 
left." "Oh Peter, Peter." Oh brother! 
In the end the wooden member of the 
class Chondrichthyes (Thank you, 
Emmeline Dodd) is blown into saw
dust. Oh well, all bad things, including 
movies, must come to an end. 

Now, on to the Oscars. Here are my 
predictions for the major awards. 

Best Actor: Henry Fonda, "On Golden 
-· Pond" 
Best Actress: Meryl Streep, "The 

French Lieutenant's Woman" 
Best Supporting Actor: John Giel

gud, .. Arthur" 
Best Supporting Actress: Jane Fonda, 
"On Golden Pond" 

Best Picture: "On Golden Pond" 
Best Song: "Arthur's Theme" (''The 

Best That You Can Do") 
Well, so much for March. Until next 

month, I'll see you in the movies. 
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Healthy outlook 

Aerobics feature toning up, mass mayhem 
By Ruth Wedergren 

Aerobic dance is one of the most 
popular forms of exercise today because 
it provides fitness for the person who 
doesn't want tQ walk or jog, yet wants 

the same benefits, says College of the 
Mainland Physical Education Instructor 
Becky King. 

Begun in 1969 by Jackie Sorenson, 
aerobic dance is a combination of 
aerobics, or cardiovascular strength-

Participants in aerobics class seem to enjoy the 'mass mayhem' atmosphere. 

~ming exercises, and energetic dance 
movements. "You don't have to be a 
dancer," King poi(Jted out. "The move
ments are simple and exercising to 
music makes it fun," she added. 

Each program of aerobic dancing 
begins with a warm-up phase to stretch 
the muscles and slowly increase the 
heart rate. Next, the actual aerobic 
exercise takes place from 15-30 minutes 
and consists of almost continuous 
motion. Lastly, a cool-down phase 
occurs with walking and slow move
ment to bring the heart rate and mus
cles back to normal. 

King noted there are some warnings 
and risk factors that apply to older 
persons considering beginning aerobic 
dance. Generally, everyone should 
have a check-up and an okay from 
their doctor for ·this type of exercise, 
but those over 40 should also have an 
EKG-Stress test to check heart rate 
during exercise. 

Along with increased cardiovascular 
strength, aerobic dancing also helps 
trim and tone hips, thighs, waistline, 
upper arms, and legs. Blood circula
tion improves to carry a better blood 
supply to muscles, skin, and vital 

Marathon mania - How to prepare 
By Robert Sweeten 

Marathon mania has swept the coun
try during the past several years and 
several people on COM campus were 
caught up in the draft. • 

Whether the weekend athlete enters 
road races, runs regularly. or just jogs 
occasionally, the question "I wonder if 
I could run a marathon?" eventually 
enters his or her mind. 

Given the proper training and moti
vation, the answer probably is "yes." 

To start off on the right foot, 
Barbara Crews, director of the Women's 
Center and marathon runner, has a 
few tips for the proper way to run a 
marathon and build the stamina to 
conquer the 26 miles. 

Step One is to ·get in shape. A com
plete physical checkup is suggested. 
Early detection and treatment of such 
problems as flat feet or a high arch 
will save the runner from discomfort 
down the road. Just as important is the 
selection of well-padded and comfort
able running shoes. Nylon shoes with 
rigid arches and_ thick heel padding to 
absorb the shock are recommended. 

When the actual running begins, 
everyone should keep in mind certain 
guidelines. Warm up thoroughly. A 

host of painful maladies await the run
ner who forgets to give his muscles a 
chance to prepare for hard work. Do 
not overdo it. 

If a runner suspects an injury or has 
recurring pain, call a doctor. In less
serio~ cases, remember the runner's 
basic first-aid formula: "RICE" (rest, 
ice, compression, elevation). These 
four treatments will relieve most minor 
injuries. 

Perhaps the most important thing 
to remember is to drink water. Dehy
dration can be fatal. 

Crews, who started running four 
years ago, says running means having 
absolute control over her mind and 
body. 

Step Two is to build the-fitness level. 
Before training starts, a runner must 
assess his or her relative fitness. If 
someone considers himself a regular 
exerciser, he should be able to wbrk up 
to a mile jog in a couple of weeks. 
Everyone should remember how fast 
one runs does not matter--it is the con
tinual effort that counts, Crews said. 

Step Three is the high mileage train
ing. When a runner achieves a 40-mile
per-week schedule for two months 
injury-free, he or she is ready to start 
the countdown to the marathon. 

Crews says the week before a mara
thon is extremely vital. Seven days 
before the actual event, a deplation run 
takes place. This usually is a ten to 
fifteen mile run. For the next three 
days, the runner eats only protein and 
no carbohydrates. During the same 
three days, the mileage should be 
tapered off each day. The day before 
the marathon do not run at all. A good 
night of restful sleep is also essential. 
Some people will take a short run to 
overcome anxiety; this is not harmful, 
but it should not be too e,ctensive. The 
day before the race, eat a healthy por
tion of carbohydrates. 

For the first time marathoner, the 
most critical part of the run is often the 
beginning. The excitement of competing 
in a marathon may overwhelm some 
runners. Rather than maintaining a 
normal training pace, eager runners 
bum themselves out trying to keep up 
with the leaders in the first few miles. 

Crews comments, "In a field of thou
sands, you rarely compete. The only 
competition is with yourself." 

The marathon is only a race if one 
is a world-class athlete. For everyone 
else,just finishing is a triumph. Crews 
concluded. 

organs. Aerobic dance also sheds 
pounds because the exercise bums a 
large amount of calories. Along with 
these physical benefits, people also 
begin to feel good about themselves 
and the way they look. 

According to Ms. King, COM offers 
an aerobic dance class every Tuesday 
and Thursday evening from 5:45-6:45 

in the gym, in addition to credit 
classes. "We call it 'Mass Mayhem,' 
because we can get as many as 100 
people in the gym doing aerobics," 
explained King. "It's open to anyone, 
any age, ai:id only costs 50¢ a session. 
You pay as you come," she added. 

"So far our 'Mass Mayhem' has 
worked very well. We have very know, 

't 
ledgeable instructors and the students 
seem to really enjoy it," she continued. 

King also noted that there have been 
many spin-offs from aerobic dancing 
such as jazz exercise and rhythmic 

e-aerobics:- ~hey-all have a little bit 
different choreography, but have the 
same basic concept of cardiovascular 
health,'' she explained. 

King doesn't see aerobic dance as 
just a fad exercise. "People say that 
aerobic dancing is a fad, but I don't 
think it is. It's already been around for 
more than ten years a·nd is now in the 
height of its popularity. I think people 
will stay with it," she concluded. 

Anyone with questions about COM's 
aerobic program or health precautions 
for aerobics should call the Physical 
Education Department at 938-1211, 
ext. 419. 

Students line up and tone up during the 
aerQbics class, • 
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Fiddler on the Roof--the making of a hit 
By Robert Sweeten .. . 

Participating in the production of a • 
play has long been a mystery to many. 
Like joining a secret society or frater
nity, the world of the theatre arid the 
people of it are a rare breed with the 
determination, desire, and talent to 
make a miracle happen and repeat it 
over and over again. · 

The current show, "Fiddler on the 
Roof," is still in the final stages of 
rehearsal, but what events have taken 

Mainland Beat 
is a new radio show 
By Peggy Verkin 

College of the Mainland is going into 
radio with the introduction of a new 
radio program being aired on l<YST 
92AM. 

Mary Danaczko, director of the Office 
of Communication Services at COM, 
is coordinating and producing the new 
show entitled "Mainland Beat" which 
will be heard every other Sunday at 
lO a.m. on KYST. 

The 30-minute show will feature 
interviews and current happenings on 
campus with a special section on 
announcements concerning upcoming 
events. 

Some of the guests slated for the 
show are COM President Dr. Justus 
Sundermann, "Fiddler on the Roof' 
choreographer Carl Siberon and Fla
menco guitarist and Affiliate Artist 
Ronald Radford, Danaczko said. 

"Not only will the show tell what is 
happening on campus, but students 
and community members will also 
hear pertinent information concerning 
programs, coming attractions and 
registration," she added. 

"KYST is a Texas City station with a 
contemporary music format and oper
ates with a frequency as strong as other 
major stations in the area such as 
KPRC and KTRH," she said. "In addi
tion the station is very aggressive about 
expansion which makes it a good place 
to start our own program," Danaczko 
said. 

"When the station came and asked 
us about doing a _program we thought 
it was a good opportunity to have 
another avenue for reaching the com
munity," she concluded. 

Anyone wishing to contribute to 
"Mainland Beat" should call the Office 
d Communication Services at 938-1211, 

•ext. 437. 

place to get · the production this far? 
Follow young Hopeful Actor as he leads 
us through all the stages of this event. 

The first step is always the audition. 
Some 70 people vie for 30 odd parts 
in the show. 
In the case of our Hopeful Actor, the 
decision rests in the hands of three 
men: Larry Stanley, Musical Director; 
Carl Siberon, Choreographer; Reggie 
Schwander, Director. 

When the auditions are over, the 
hard part comes-waiting. For our 

Hopeful, word comes four days later 
via a phone call from Reggie offering 
him a part in the chorus. Hopeful 
jumps at the chance. 

Larry Stanley will work with the cast 
first, teaching them all of, the songs. 
This part is easy after a while, but pain
staking hours are spent perfecting each 
and every sound. These types of rehear
sals go on for approximately two weeks 
and then it is time to progress. 

Enter Carl Siberon, the choreo
grapher. Carl, a veteran of dance in 

Marvin Byrkett and Terri Malone contemplate marriage as their characters 
Perchik and Hodel fall in love in College of the Mainland Community Theatre's 
upcoming musical "Fiddler on the Roof." 

Welcome back, McCollum 
By Steve Remollino 

Although most COM students are 
anxious to complete required courses 
and get out of a junior college, some 
are excited to come back fo their 
"roots." 

Such a student is Doris McCollum, 
now a part-time reading instructor 
here in College of the Mainland's Total 
Learning Center. 

After being a housewife for a good 
part of her life, Doris decided that a 
change was due, a change that would 
alter her life. 

Doris McCollum 

In 1969, Doris earned her Associate 
in Arts degree here at COM. Her 
advisor, Janith Stephenson, was so 
impressed with her work in her classes 
(classes that Doris now teaches) that 
she advised Doris to go into the field of 
education and become a reading 
specialist. 

At the time, Doris said, she didn't 
feel she was ready to make a big jump 
from a junior college to an upper-level 
university--so she waited until 197510 
go to UH/CLC. In 1977 she obtained 
her Bachelor's degree and in 1980 she 
earned her Master's. 

After achieving her life-long goal of 
graduating from college, Doris became 
an elementary school teacher at Roose
velt Wilson Elementary School in Texas 
City. She also took on the responsi• 
bilities of a reading instructor here at 
COM. When asked whether she prefers 
her college students or her elementary 
school students, Doris said, ''I can't 
compare the two of them. I like them 
both too much." 

When asked her ultimate reasons 
for going to college, Doris said, "I got 
used to the habit of going to school 
every September. Now that I'm a 
teacher, I still do." 

the United States and Canada, is 
working with these people for the very 
first time. 

Finally, Reggie Schwander, the 
director, comes in to do his part. It is 
he who has the overall picture of what 
the show should look like. Due to this 
fact, the majority of the rehearsal 
periods are spent working with him. 
He pieces the .entire show together and 
makes everything fall right into place. 
This task is a heavy burden because 
"Fiddler on the Roof' is a large show. 
At first, Hopeful and the other cast 
members can barely make it through 
the first act, but this changes rapidly. 

Before anyone notices, the entire 
show is being run through complete 
with songs and dances. Run-throughs 
occur every night for a week prior to 
the first preview performance. · 

While the onstage work is going on, 
there is even harder work going on 
backstage. Sets have to be built and 
costumes have to be made. Jim Glenn, 
shop foreman for the theatre, is the 
man responsible for transforming the 
stage into a small village called Ana
tevka. Leah Gifford is the lady respon
sible for costuming the cast in authen
tic dress. The fruits of their efforts are 
the first noticed. 
Hopeful sees those "old pros" lose that 
front as he works side by side with 
them--just ordinary people working 
together to achieve a common goal. 
The cast becomes a family. The bond 
of theatre people is so tight that nothing 
can break it. The strangers of the first 
night of rehearsal are now the friends 
that Hopeful will never forget. These 
people have shared something--the 
making of a hit. 

Theatre seeks funds 
By Kri~sa Wilde 

College of the Mainland Community 
Theatre has requested funds from the 
City of Texas City for a playwright 

• series. The funds would come from 
more than $52,000 available through 

· the Room Occupancy Tax. This tax, 
· more commonly known as the hotel/ 

motel tax, is placed on all hotels and 
motels within the city. 

Jack Westin, Theatre Director, said 
the theatre applied in November, 1981 
for $5,385 for the new playwright series. 
He further indicated that while no finat 
word on the application has been 
r~ceived, he feels confident it will be 
just a matter of time before the funding 
is available. 
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Dr. Mortvedt resigns 
By Jo L. Harroff 

College of the Mainland will be 
losing one of its chief administrators. 
Dean of Instruction and Student Devel
opment, Donald F. Mortvedt, turned 
in his resignation on March 15, effective 
August 31. 

Dr. Mortvedt has been with COM 
for eleven years. As Dean of Instruction 
and Student Development, he was 
responsible for all instructional programs 
and student developmental programs 
on campus. Mortvedt did comment that 
he has always been impressed with the 
faculty at COM. He felt that the faculty 
has always strived to be both "innovative 
and experimental toward the develop
ment of true education with the stu
dents first in mind." 

As COM expanded to include the 
Danforth Campus in Texas City, so did 
Mortvedt's duties. Danforth is "almost 
exclusively an apprenticeship training 
program for the petrochemical com
panies and several unions in this area." 
With this expansion, Mortvedt assumed 
supervision for both campuses. 

In September of 1980, he became 
acting president during Dr. Fred Taylor's 
illness. After Dr. Sundermann's appoint-

ment in August of 1981, Mortvedt 
re$umed his previous duties. 

Dr. Mortvedt comes from a family 
with an impressive record in Illinois 
in educational administration. Mortvedt 
was the only one of the family not to 
attend Olaf College in Illinois. Instead, 
he pursued a basketball scholarship 
offered by Lyons Township Junior 
College at LaGrange in Illinois. There 
he followed a two-year liberal arts 
curriculum. At Illinois State University, 
he received his bachelor of science and 
master's degrees. He returned to the 
University of Illinois in October, 1971 
to finish his doctorate in Higher 
Education. 

From 1954-56, Mortvedt was drafted 
in the U.S. Army as Intelligence Spe
cialist. He was stationed in Weisbaden, 
Germany. 

Before com;ng to COM, Mortvedt 
had an impressive resume. His first 
career job was an instructor-counselor 
at Kansas City Junior College where 
he taught psychology and sociology. 
In 1962-64, Mortvedt was Director of 
Guidance Services in Canton, Illinois. 
In 1964, he served as Dean of Students 
at Spoon River College in Illinois 
for four years. 

(~ 
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Dr. Mortvedt 
Dr. Mortvedt lives in Dickinson with 

his wife Marjorie. Their four children 
range in age from 24-30. All his children 
attended COM. 

Mortvedt is active in many local 
community organizations. He has been 
a member of the Board of Directors in 
the Dickinson Rotary Club for three 
years. He participates in the Dickinson, 
Texas City, Santa Fe and Hitchcock 
Chambers of Commerce. He is also a 
member of the Dickinson and Waterwood 
National Country Club. 

When Dr. Mortvedt is not at the college 
or active in the organu.ations, he enjoys 
golf, traveling, and serious reading, 
particularly philosophy. He finds the 
Gaest for knowledge and midenta11dini:;--
exciting: "When the trouMes of the 
day become overwhelming, it is always 
nice to take a broader view and see 
where it all fits in." 

Mortvedt said that he has no specific 
career plans, but, "I would like to pur
sue career opportunities that would 
allow the full development of my poten
tial as a person and administrator." 

Dr. Sundermann 's reorganization plan approved 
By Ruth Wedergren 

A two-part reorganization plan 
presented last month by College of 
the Mainland President Dr. Justus 
Sundermann will take effect Sept. 1, 
1982. Under the plan a total of eleven 
positions have been eliminated, includ
ing all four associate deans. 

Consisting of administrative and 
college reorganization, the plan will 
key on better instruction, a streamlined 
administration, and improved commu
nication between groups on campus. 
"Streamlining the administration will 
improve communication," Sundermann 
explained. 

The total number of divisions will 
be reduced from eight to five, each 
having its own chairman, counselor, 
and continuing education coordinator. 
Continuing education will no longer 
be a separate division, but will be 
incorporated into each of the five 
divisions. 

"Each division will now be responsible 
for its own credit and non-credit 
programs," Sundermann said. "Con
tinuing education will be expanded and 
strengthened with full-time faculty 

being able to participate." He believes 
"life-long learning" in the community, 
one of COM's most important goals, 
will be promoted through these full
service divisions. 

Along with reducing the size of the 
administration, Sundermann hopes 
to improve communication by creating 
various councils on campus. "An 
administrative council, faculty council, 
professional council, support staff council, 
and student council will be able to 

Dr. Sundermann 

communicate directly with me," he 
said. "This will result in cross-commu
nication between groups that hasn't 
been taking-place in the past." 

Sundermann noted that he was 
prompted to make this plan by the 
faculty, staff, self-study committee, 
a nd Board of Trustees. ''They all said 
that organization was the number one 
problem," he added. 

Dr. John Hubisz, president of FACOM, 
a faculty organization at COM, said, 
"Generallv, most of the faculty are 
quite pleased with the reorganization 
plan and support it. We've been trying 
to get something like this done for 
several years." 

Hubisz believes that faculty members 
will receive benefits from the changes. 
"It makes it easier for us to do our 
jobs when the administration is stream-
lined," he said. . 

Larry Smith, associate dean of 
continuing education and acting chair
man for physical education, expressed 
concern for the plan. "I support the 
concept of the plan in that it reduces 
bureaucracy and creates full-service divi
sions, but I am concerned about the 
future of continuing education," he 

explained. "I wonder if it will be 
successful without its own identity 
or if it will be weakened and diluted." 

Dr. Sundermann believes that stu
dents will also benefit from the plan. 
"There will be an improvement in the 
instructional area because faculty will 
be working with one another in designing 
courses and other programs for students," 
he said. · "There will also be a better 
frarnew, ,rk for academic planning and 
more advising and counseling. In the 
past, all students were counseled froni 
one counseling area. Under the new 
plan, a counselor in each division 
will deal with students in that ·division. 

The counselors will be knowledgeable 
in transfer programs and degree require
ments in their division." 

Many people expressed concern for 
the awx:iate deans and four secretaries 
whose jobs were phased out under 
the new plan. However, special efforts 
were made to reassign all eight people 
to other positions at the college. 

Sundermann said that the plan is 
"ready to go now," but will officially 
begin Sept. 1, 1982. "Until then, 
we'll try to make an easy transition," 
he cqncluded. 
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Academy awards throw curve ball 

By Steve Remollino 

Well, I was wrong. I admit it, I was 
wrong. I'm talking about the Academy 
Awards that were held on March 29, 
1982. The biggest awards show of all 
went fickle this year and threw out a 
few "curve balls." 

Of the major awards, I predicted 
that Henry Fonda would win for Best 
Actor. I mean, he was a shoe-in and 
besides that, the man is ill. The Aca
demy had to give him an award soon 
before his time ran out. But he was not 
there to acc~pt it anyway. His daugh-
. r Jane-went up to accept for him and 

talked endlessly. (All during this speech 
my Mother kept saying, "Look Jane, 
you did not win anything, sit back 
down.") It amazes me how long these 
acceptance speeches can go on. The 
man who won for Best Short Subject 
talked for four minutes and his film 
probably only ran for two. 

I was wrong about the Best Actress 
award. Who would have thought that 

Katherine Hepburn would have won an 
unprecedented fourth Oscar? Her act
ing was all right in "On Golden Pond" 
but she shook so much from her Par
kinson's disease during the movie that 
I felt that I was on the movie set for 
"Earthquake." Sorry Meryl Streep, I 
thought that you were much better, 
and at least you didn't shake. 

I correctly predicted the outcome of 
the Best Supporting Actor award--oh 
goody. John Gielgud is one of those 
rare actors who can expertly handle 
classical drama and modem comedy. 
I always said that he was the best thing 
about "Arthur." Now he has an Aca-
demy Award to prove it. 

I screwed up on the Best Supporting 
Actress Award, however. I really lfke 
Maureen Stapleton as an actress but I 
did not think that she was that great in 
"Reds." All she basically did in that 
movie was yell, wave her arms in the 
air a lot, and get thrown in jail. If these 
ate the requirements for an Academy 
Award, 80% of the criminals in America 
are eligible--how nice to know! I 
thought that Jane Fonda would win 
because of the touching moments she 
had with her father. But, the Academy 
said "no" and gave it to Maureen. As 
Maureen said herself after the awards, 
"I guess that they had to throw the old 
dog a bone:" Well, all I can say is they 
should have given Jane the Oscar and 

Don't miss FIDDLER! 
By Mitzi Brister 

"Why do we stay? This is our home! 
Tradition!" From this song in the 
opening scene, it is apparent COM 
has built its own tradition, a tradition 
of theatrical excellence. The cast and 
crew have once again presented us 
with a charming, entertaining evening. 

"Fiddler on the Roof' is the story of 
an impoverished Jewish community 
during the repressive days of tsarist 
Russia. The community stringently 
abides by its traditions until the 
daughters of Tevye, the village dairy
man, begin to change them. 

Costumes, music and dance heighten 
the play to pure pleasure. These 
elements all combine expecially well 
in the scene entitled "The Dream," in 
which Tevye tells his wffe Golde of his 
dream about her deceased mother. 
This is surely one of the highlights of 
the entire show. It starts out simply 
enough, as Tevye and Golde lie in bed 
talking. But as he describes the horrors 
of his dream, the lights dim to an eerie 

green, ghost-like cast members sway 
to the weird music from above. The 
scene builds in energy and ends in fun. 

Noted Broadway performer Carl 
Siberon has brought his experience 
and talent to "Fiddler's" choreog
raphy. Larry Stanley has conducted 
the music as only an artist could do. 
Leah Gifford's work in costumes deserves 
praise in authenticity. All the actors 
portrayed their characters with enthu
siasm and energy. Dick Kremer's 
portrayal of Tevye, the dairyman, was 
nothing short of magnificent for its 
vigor, its range, and its authenticity. 

College of the Mainland is fortunate 
to have such a dedicated cast and crew, 
and Reggie Schwander, "Fiddler's" 
director, deserves the highest praise 
for pulling it all together. "Fiddler" 
is a performance that should not be 
missed! 

For more information about tickets, 
call 938-1211, ext. 345 from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

given Maureen a lifetime supply of Milk 
Bones. 

I was wrong again about the Best 
Picture Award. No one expected 
"Chariots of Fire" to win. It is a film 
that has not been seen by that many 
people, including me. If I had known 
that it was going to win I would have 
seen it. But no, I had to go and see "On 
Golden Pond" and rave about how 
good it was and how many awards it 
would win. Oh well, I suppose it could 
have been worse. They could have 
given the award to "Reds." I mean, 
Warren Beatty has a big enough head 
as it is. Now that he has an Oscar, 
don't talk to him. Can one imagine if 
he had won two that night? Oh, perish 
the thought! 

I picked the right best song this year. 
I really preferred "For Your Eyes Only" 
but I knew that it would not win so I 
went with my second choice, "Arthur's 
Theme." 

Most of the technical awards were 
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picked up by "Raiders of the Lost Ark." 
And Rick Baker won the award for his 
make-up in "An American Werewolf 
in London." The joke award of the even
ing had to be for the costumes in 
"Chariots of Fire." Extra long jogging 
shorts and tennis shoes do not a cos
tume make. 

Well so much for this year at the 
Oscars. I'm already -waiting for next 
year's show. If anyone needs to get in 
touch with me, I will be residing at the 
Tender Loving Care Home for the 
Mentally Distraught trying to recover 
from this year's "Oscar Shock Syn
drome." Until next month, I'll see you 
in the movies. 

' 'TEAHOUSE'' 
-Opens soon 

By Krissa Ayn Wilde 

"The Teahouse of the August Moon," 
a light-hearted comedy, will run from 
May 13 through June 6 at College of 
the Mainland Community Theatre. 

"Teahouse" is about an American 
army officer, Captain Fishy, who is 
sent to Okinawa to supervise the con
struction of a school for the village and 
to attempt to convert the natives to the 
American way of life. During the course 
of the play, Fishy is introduced to the 
Japanese way of life, and is even given 
a lovely geisha girl as a "welcome" 
gift. By the end of the play, the Oki
nawans convince him that they are in 
far greater need of a teahouse than a 
school. Fishy ends up completely 
charmed by Japanese customs. 

Captain Fishy will be played by 
Tommy Baird, the geisha girl, Lotus 
Blossom, by Jo Harroff, and the Japa
nese houseboy, Sakini, by Mark Goto. 

"Teahouse" will be directed by Jack 
Westin and the elaborate sets and cos
tumes will be designed by Reggie 
Schwander and Leah Gifford. 
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Apply· now. Register 
ACCT COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 241. 
"24i,0l 2:00. 4:00pm W 
"241.21 8:00-10:00pm W 

ACCT COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 242. 
11242.01 2:00· 4:00 pm W 
"242.21 · 8:00-10:00 pm W 

ACCT COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 243. 
"243.01 · 2:00. 4:oo pm w · 
"243.21 8:00-10:00prn W 

ACCT 241. Principles of Accounting. 
241.01 10:00-12:30 pm MTWfhF 

ART lH, Special Topics. 
"111.21 6:30- 8:20 pm 
.. l 11.22 8:30-10:20 pm 
.. 111.61 10;00- 1 :50 pm 

ART CR 138. Ceramics J. 

MW 
MW 
M 

.. 138.01 8:00-11:50 am TWTh 
ART CR 230. Ceramics It 
•&230.01 8:00-11:50 am TWTh 

ART DR 133. Drawing I. 
~133.01 8:00-11 :50 am TWTh 

B COMM 2.31. Business Communications. 
23U)1 12:00• 2:00 pm MTWTh 

B LAW 231. Business Law. 

Thomas, M 
Thomas, M 

Thomas,M 
Thomas,M 

Thomas,M 
·Thomas,M 

Wennagel 

Aronovsky 
Aronovsky 
Templer 

Blossman 

Blossman 

Templer 

Thomas,M 

231.21 6:00-10:00 pm Tih Wennagel 
B MATH 141. Business Math & Calculating Machines. 
"141.01 12:00• 2:00 pm MTWTh Wennagel 

BANKlNG COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 241. 
"241.0l 2:00. 4:00 pm W Sowers 
11241.21 8:00-10:00 pm W Sowera 

BANKING COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 242; 
•i242.0l 2:00-4:00pm .. W Sowers ·· 
"242.21 8:00-10:00 pm W Sowers 

BANKING COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 243. 
"243.01 2:00• 4:00 pm W Sowers 
"243.21 8:00-10:00 pm W Sowers 

BIO 141. Genera1Biology. 
141.01 8:00-10:50am MTWThF .Rhame 
141.02 12:00- 2:50 pm MTW'rhF Dodd 

BIO 143. Human Anatomy and Physiology. 
"143.01 8:00- 9:50 am MTWTh Williamson 
"143.02 10:00-ll:50am MTWTh Williamson 

BUSINESS MGT. COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 241. ·· 
"241.01 2:00• 4:00 pm W Sowers 
"241.21 8:00-10:00 pm W Sowers 
BUSINESS MGT; COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 242, 
"242.01 2:00- 4:00 pm W Sowers 
"242.21 8:00-10:00 pm W Sowers 

BUSINESS MGT. COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 243. 
"243.01 2:00- 4:00 pm W Sowers 
11243.21 8:00-10:00 pm W Sowers 

BUSINESS LA8ORATORY101. 
101.01 11:00-12:00 am MTWTh White, J 
10Ul2 2:00• 3:00 pm MTWTh White, J 

CHILD DEV .. 132. Organization and Administration of the 
Early Childhood Center. 

132.21 6:00-10:00pm MW Henderson 
CHILD DEV, 236. Special Problems. 
"236.0l 12:00- 1:50pm MTWTh .Henderson 

CHEM 141, General Jnorgan!c Chemistry. . 
141.01 •· 12:00- 2:50 pm MTWThF . Sellers 

CHEM 145. Introductory Chemistry. 
145.01 8:00-10:50 am MTWThf TBA 

COSCI 121. Data Entry. 
121.01 8:00,10:00 am MTWTh 
121.02 12:00, ,2:00pm MTWTh 
121.21 6:00-!o:00 pm TTh 

COSCI 131. Introductory Computer Science. 
131.0l 8:00,10:00 am MTWTh 

COSCI 231. Cobol Programming. 
11231.21 6:00• 9:00 pm Tih 

COSCI 233. Fortran Programming. 
"233.21 6:00• 9:00 pm .MW 

Duncan 
Duncan 
Rodriguez 

Plantz 

Arvello 

A1corn,R 

II fth 
@ umm r 10 @ 

ay 27. * Begin classes Ma.y 31 <§ 

COMW 133. Writing Improvement l. 
133J}l 8:00-11:50am MTWTh 
133.21 6:00- 9:50 pm MTWTh 

COMW 136. Writing Improvement Ii. 

Hartnett. 
Bass 

136.01 8:00-11:50am MTWTh Hartnett 
136.21 6:00· 9:50 pm .MTWTh Bass 

COMPUTER SCIENCE COOPERA'TIVE EDUCATION ·241, 
71241.01 2:00- 4:00 pm W Thomas, M 
11241.21 8:00•10:00pm W Thomas,M 

COMPUTER SCIENCE COOPERA'TIVE EDUCATION 242. 
11242.01 2:00• 4:00 pm W Thomas, M 
71242.21 8:00•10:00 pm W Thomas, M 

COMPUTER SCIENCE COOPEAA'TIVE EDUCATION 243. 
"243.01 2:00• 4:00 pm W Thomas, M 
"243.21 8:00-10:00 pm W Thomas, M 

CREDIT UNION COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 241. 
"241.01 2:00, 4:00 pm W Sowers 
"241.21 8:00,10:00 pm W Sowers 

CREDIT UNION COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 242. 
n242.01 2:00- 4~00 pm W Sowers 
"242.21 8:00-10:00 pm W Sowers 

CREDIT UNION COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 243. 
"243.01 2:00- 4:00 pm W Sowers 
11243.21 8:00-10:00 pm W Sowers 

ECO 231. Principles of Economics. 
231.01 2:00· 4:00pm MTWTh 
231.21 6:00-10:00 pm MW 

EL 146. Transistors Circuit Analysis. 

Noell 
Noell . 

146.21 5:30- 9:30 pm MTWTh Symms 
ENG 131. Composition and Rhetoric in Communication. 

131.01 8:00- 9:50 am ··.·. MTWTh TBA 
131,02.··· 10:00~11:SOam MTW'.fh ·•···. Pe'l!oto 
131.03 12:00- 1:50pm MTWTh Carter 
131.21 6:00- 7:50pm MTWTh Brown, B 
131.22 8:00- 9:50pm MTWTh Sherril! 

ENG 132. Composltion and Reading. 
132.01 10:00-11:50 am MTWTh Carter 
132.21 8:00- 9:50 pm MTWTh Brown, B 

ENG 231. Literature of the English.Speaking: People, 
231.21 6:00· 7:50 pm MTWTh Sherrill 

ENG 232. Literature of the English Speaking People. 
232.01 12:00· 1:50 pm MTWTh Pevoto 

ENG236. Technical Writing. 
236.21 6:00- 7:50 pm MTWTh 

HIST135. United States History. 
135.01 10:00-11:50 am MTWTh 
135.02 4:00- · 5:50 pm MTWTh 
135.21 8:00- 9:50 pm MTWTh 

HIST136. United States History. 
136.01 12:00- 1:50 pm MTWTh 
136.02 2:00- 3:50 pm MTWTh 
136.21 6:00- 7:50 pm MTWTh 

IB 131. Introduction to Business. 
131.01 2:00- 4:00 pm MTWTh 

LE 237. Narcotics Investigation. 

Bass 

Urbina 
Urbina 
TBA 

Ginsberg 
Urbina 
TBA 

Simpson 

237.01 12:00- 1:50pm MTWTh Katz 
LE 239. Police Organization and Administration. 

239.21 6:00- 7:50pm MTWTh Katz 
MATH 130. Arithmetic for College Students. 

130.01 8:00- 9:50 am MTWThF 
130.02 8:00- 9:50 am MTWThF . 
130.03 10:00-11:50am MTWThF · 
130.04 12:00- 1:50 pm MTWThF 
130.21 5:30· 7:50pm MTWTh 
130.22 5:30, 7:50pm MTWTh 
130.23 S:0-0-10:20 pm MTWTh 

MATH 131. fundamentals of Mathematics. 
131.01 8:00• 9:50 am MTWThF 
131.02 8:00, 9:50 am MTWThF 
131.03 10:00•11:50 am MTWThF 
131.04 12:00, 1:50pm MTWThF 
131.21 5:30- 7:50 pm MTWTh 
131.22 5:30- 7:50 pm MTWTh 
131.23 8:00-10:20 pm MTWTh 

Sm!th,DM 
Potter 
TBA 
Smith,DM 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 

Smith,DM 
Potter 
TBA 
Smith,DM 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 

MATH 132. Contemporary Mathematics. 
132.01 8:00, 9:50 am MTWThF · 
132.02 8:00- 9:50 am MTWThF 
132.03 10:00-11:50 am MTWThF 
132.04 12:00- 1:50pm MTWThf 
132,21 5:30· 7:50 pm · MTWTh 
132.22 5:30- 7:50 pm MTWTh 
132.23 8:0-0-10:20pm MTWTh 

MATH 133. College Algebra. 
133.01 8:00- 9:50 am 
133.02 8:00- 9:50 am 
133.03 10:00-11:50 am 
133.04 12:00- 1:50 pm 
133.21 5:30- 7:50pm 
133.22 5:30- 7:50pm 
133.23 8:00-10:20pm 

MATH 134. Trigonometry. 
134.01 8:00• 9:50 am 
134.02 8:00• 9:50 am 
134.03 10:00-11:50 am 
134.04 12:00- 1:50pm 
134.21 5:30- 7:50 pm 
134.22 5:30- 7:50 pm 
134.23 8:00.10:20pm 

MATH 135. Pre-Calculus. 

MTWThF 
MTWThF 
MTWThF 
MTWThF 
MTWTh 
MTWTh 
MTWTh 

MTWThF 
MTWThF 
MTWThF 
MTWThF 
MTWTh 
MTWTh 
MTWTh 

Smith,DM 
Potter 
TBA 
Smith,DM 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 

Smith;DM 
Potter 
TBA 
Smith,DM 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 

Smith,DM 
Potter 
TBA 
Smith,DM 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 

135.01 8:00· 9:50 am MTWThF Smith, OM 
135.02 · 8:00• 9:50 am MTWThF Potter 
135.03 10:00-11:50 am MTWThf TBA 
135.04 12:00• 1:50 pm MTWihF Smith, DM 
135~21 5:30- 7:50 pm MTWTh TBA 
135.22 ··. 5:30- 7:50pm MTWTh TBA 
1as,2a s:oo-10:2opm · .·•.· MTWTh TBA···· 

MATH 137. Finite Mathematics. 
137.01 12:00- 1:50 pm MTWTh Potter 

MATH 241. Calculus I. 
241.21 5:30. 7:50 pm MTWTh TBA 

MARKETING COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 241. 
11241.0i · 2:00- 4:00 pm W Sowers 
11241.21 8:00-10:00 pm W Sowers 

MARKETING COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 242. 
11242.01 2:00- 4:00 pm W Sowers 
11242.21 8:00-10:00 pm W Sowers 

MARKETING COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 243. 
11243.01 2:00- 4:00 pni W Sowers 

, 11243.21 8:00-10:00 pm· W Sowers 
MKT 231. Principles of Marketing:. 

231.21 6:00-10:00pm MW Simpson 
NU 232'. Pharmacology. 

232.01 1:00- 4:00pm MTh Cooper, C 
9:00-10:50 am F 

NU 241. Homeostatls and Disruptive Factors; 
241.01 8:00-11:50am MTh McGary 

241.02 

241.03 

241.04 

7:00- 3:00 pm TW 
8:00-11:SOam MTh 
7:00- 3:00pm TW 
8:00.11:50 am MTh 
7:00· 3:00pm TW 
8:00-11:50 am MTh 
7:00· 3:00pm TW 

Labby 

Proctor 

Vincent 

PEHLTH 111. Foundations offitness and Health.· 
1 U.01 10:00-11:20 am MTWTh Bryant 

PEHLTH 112. Exercise for Women I. 
1 l.2.01 8:30- 9:50 am MTWTh 

PEHLTH 113. Aerobic Dance. 
11.3.01 12:30- 1:50 pm 

PESPTS 117. TennisL 
117.21 6:00- 7:50 pm 

PESPTS 119. Badminton. 
119.01 12:00- 1:20 pm 

PHYS 140. Astronomy. 
140.01 2:00- 3:50 pm 

PHYS 143. College Physics. 
143.01 8:00-10:50 am 

MTWTh 

MTWTh 

MTWTh 

MTWThF 

MTWThF 

King,R 

King,R 

TBA 

Bryant 

TBA 

TBA 

* APPLICATIONS MUST BE IN BY MAY 14. 

· u ·· er Session·I: May 31-July 9 
(See back of page for continuation of Summer I schedule and the Summer II schedule .. ) 



PHYS 241. Mechanics and Heat; 
24L01 8;00-10:50 am MTWThF TBA 

POLSCI 235, American, National & State Government. 
235,01 10:00•11:50 am MTWTh Gi11sberg 
235.21 6:00• 7:50 pm MTWTh IFiriley 

POLSCJ 236. American, National & State Government. 
236.01 2:00- 3:50 pm MTWTh Finley 
236.21 8:00- 9:50 pm MTWTh TBA 

PSY 231. fotroductlon to Psychology. 
231.01 10:00-11 :50 am MTWT!t Yom, B 

PSY 233, Childhood Growth and Development. 
233,01 12:00• 1:50 pm MTWTh Yorn, B 

RE 131. Principles ofR!!al Estate. .· 
131.21 6:00-10:00pm MW Gordy, C 

REAL ESTATE COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 241. 
"241.01 2:00- 4:00 pm W Sowers 
"241.21 8:00-10:00 pm W Sowers 

.REAL ESTATE COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 242. 
"242.01 2:00- 4:00 pm W Sowers 
"242.21 8:00-10:00 pm W Sowers 

REAL ESTATE COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 243. 
"243.01 2:00- 4:00 pm W Sowers 

'
1243.21 8:00•10:00pm W Sowers 

SECRETAR1AL COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 241.. 
"241.01 2:00, 4:00 pm W · J'hoimas, M 
''241.21 8:00-10:00 pm W .. Thomas, M 

SECRETARIAL COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 242. 
'.1242.01 2:00• 4:00 pm W Thomas, M 
n242.21 8:00-10:00 pm W Thomas, M 

SECRETARIAL COOPERA.tiVE EDUCATlON i43. 
"243.01 2:00; 4:00 pm W Thomas, M 
1'243.21 8:00-10:00 pm ·· W Thomas, M 

SPEECH 131. Fundamentals of Speech. 
131.01 2:00• 3:30 pm Mih . Stallings 

T MATH111. Tecbnlcai.Math. . 
111.01. . 8:00- 9:50 am .•· MTWTh ' Vaughan 

TM.A.TH 131. Technical.Math. 
131.01 8;00• 9:50am MTWTh Vaughan 

T MATH 132, Technical Math. 
132.01 8:00· 9:50 am MTWTh Vaughan 

TH ART 113. Musical Theatre. 
~•113.21 7:00• 8:50pm MTh Stallings 

TH ART 131. Introduction to Theatre. 
131.01 4:00 5:5()pm MT!t ~ttulings 

TI 141. Refrigeration Fundamentals. 
141.21 5:30• 8;35 pm MTWTh Gibson 

8:45-H:20pm MTWTh 
Tf 142. Elecmcity Fundamentals. 

142.21 5:30- 8:35 pm MTWTh Gibson 
8:45•11:20 pm MTWTh 

TT 144.· Electric Motors-Compressors. 
144.21 5:30· 8:35 pm ·. MTWTh Gibson 

S:45-11:20pm .MTWTh 
TYP 111. Beginning Typewriting/Keyboarding. 
'Qlll.01 10:00-12:00am MTWTh Plantz 

TYP 131. Beginning Typewriting. 
10131.01 10:00-12:00am MTWTh Plantz 
10131.41 10:00-12:00airi MTWTh Plantz 

TYP 132. Intermediate Typewriting. 
'"132.01 10:00-12:00 am MTWTh · Plantz 

T\'P LB 101. Typewriting Lab. 
'
0101.01 9:00•10:00 am MTWTh White, J 
101.02 3:00- 4:00 pm MTWTh . White, J 

10l01.41 9:00-10:00 am MTWTh White, J 
101.42 3:00• 4:00 pm MTWTh White, J 

* APPLICATIONS MUST BE IN BY,MAY 14. 

ummer Session II: July 13-Au ust20 
ACCT 131. Office Accounting, 

131.21 6:00•10:00 pm MW TBA 
B PSY 231. Busines.s Psychology. 

231.01 10:00-12:00am MTWTh Thomas,M 
13IO 142, General Biology. 

142.01 8:00-10:50 am MTWThF TBA 
BIO 145. Microbiology, 

145.01 8:00-11:50 am MTWTh Gary 
CHII..D DEV. 131. Child Care Survey. 

131.21 6:00-10:00pm MW Smith, J 
CHILD DEV. 233. Social Studies in Preschool. 

233;01 12:00~ 1:50 pm MTWTh Smith, J 
CttEM 142. General Inorganic Chemistry, 

142.01 12:00~ 2:50 pm MTWThF Sellers 
COSCI 121. Data Entry. 

121.01 12:00• 2:00 pm MTWTh 
121.21 6:00-10:00 pm MW 

Brunner 
Rodriguez 

COSCl 131. Introductory Computer Science. 
131.01 · 2:00- 4:00 pm MTWTh Sutter 
131.:H 6:00-10:00 pm Tih Sutter 

ENG 131, Compasition and Rhetoric in Communication. 
13L01 8:00• 9:50am MTWTh TBA 
131.21 6:00- 7:50pm MTWTh TBA 

ENG 132. Composition and Reading. . 
132.01 2:00~ 3:50 pm MTWTh Carter ·.· 
132.21 6:00- 7:50pm MTWTh Brown, B 
132.22 8:00- 9:50 pm MTWTh TBA 

ENG 231. Literature ofthe English Speaking People. 
231.0l 12:00• 1;50 pm M'l'WTh Carter 

ENG 232. Literature of the English Speaking People. 
232.21 8:00• 9:50 pm MTWTh Brown, B 

GA 143. fundamentals of Phototypesetting. 
143,01 8:30-12:30 pm MTWTh 

GA 145. Fundamentals of Layout and Design. 
145.01 8:30-12:30pm MTWTh 

HlST 135. United States History. 
135.01 10:00-11:50 am MTWTh 
135.21 8:00• 9:50 pm M1WTh 

HIST 136. United States Histozy. 
136.01 8:00• 9:50 am MTWTh 
136,02 12:00• 1:50 pm MTWTh 
136.21 6:00• 7:50 pm M1WTh 

18 131. Introduction to Business. 
131.21 6:00•10:00 pm MW 

MATH 130. Arlthmeticfor College Students. 

Deval!, S 

Devall, S 

TBA 
Ginsoorg 
TBA 

Tapp,W 

130.01 8:00- 9:50 am MTWThF Bordelon. 

130.02 8:00· 9:50 am MTWThF 
130,03 10:00-11:SOam MTWThF 
130.04 12:00· 1:50 pm · .. ,MTWThF 
130.21 5:30- 7:50 pm MTWTh 
130.22 8:0tH0:20 pm . MTWTh 

MATH 131, Fundamentals of Mathematics, 

Hansm!re 
TBA 
TBA. 
TBA 
TBA 

131.01 8:00- 9:50 am MTWThf Bordelon 
131.02 8:00• 9:50 am MTWThF 
131.03 10:00-11:SOam MTWThf 
131.04 12:00. 1:50 pm MTWThF .. 
131.21 5:30- 7:50pm MTWTh 
131.22 8:00-10:20 pm MTWTh 

MATH 132. Contemporary Mathematics. 

.Hansmire 
TBA. 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA··.· 

132.01 8:00• 9:50 am · · MTWThF .. Bordelon 
132.02 8:00- 9:50 am MTWThF 
132.03 10:00-11:50 am MTWThF 
132.04 12:00- 1:50pm MTWThF .. 
132.21 5:30- 7:50pm MTWTh 
132.22 8:00•10:20 pm MTWTh 

MATH 133. College Algebra. 
133.01 8:00- 9:50 am MTWThF 

Hansmire 
TBA .. 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 

Bordelon 
133.02 . ', 8:00- 9:50 am MTWTnF . .Hansm!re. 
133.03 · 10:00-11:50 am • MTWThF TBA• 

MUS FD 131. Fundamentals of.Music. 
131.01 10:00- 1:30pm MTh Stanley 

PEAQUA 113. Scuba Diving 1; 
.. 113.21 7:00-10:00 pm · Tih Md<iniiey 

PEAQUA 115. Swimming t · 
115.21 5:50- 7:00pm MTWTh Cooper,M 

PEAQUA 215. Swimming ll-Life Saving. 
215.21 5:50- 7:00pm MTWTh Cooper,M 

PEHi.TH 111. Foundations ofFitnessand Health. 
111.21 6:00- 7:20 pm MTWT!t Mikowski 

PESPTSllO. Bowling!. 
"'110.01 2:00• 3:50 pm MTWTh Roberts 

PESPTS 112. Racquetball 1. 
112.01 10:00-11:50am MTWTh TBA 

PHYS 144. College Physics, 
144.01 8:00-10:50 am ·· MTWThF TBA 

PHYS 242. Electricity and Magnetism; 
242.01 S:00.10:50am MTWThF TBA 

POLSCI 235. American, National & Stat~ Government. 
235.01 10:00-11:50 am MTWTh. Finley 
235.21 8:00- 9:50pm • MTWTh TBA 

POLSCI 236. American, National & State Government. 
· 236.21 6:00~ 7:50pm MTWTh, Finley 

133.1)4 U?:.O()~ 1:50pm MTWTbF TBA 
·. 133.:u< · s~a!t 7l50 pm MlWth ....... TBA 

. PSY231. Introduction toPsychology. 
.. . .... 23:LO! .. 10:00~U:50 am M1'W'th . TBA 

133,22 8;00,10:20 pm MTWT!t TBA 
MATH 134. Trigonometry. 

134.01 ··· 8:00- 9:50 am 
134.02 ,8:00~ 9:50am 
. .134,03 10:00-U:50am 
134.04 12:00- 1:50 pm 
134,21 5:30- 7:50 pm 
134.22 .. . 8:00,10:20 pm 

MA.TH 135. Pre-Calculus. 
135.01 8:00.. 9~50 am 
135.02 ~:00. 9:50 am 
135.03 10~00-11:50 am. 
135,04 .· 12:00- 1:50 pm 
135,21 5:30- 7:50pm 
13!t22 8:00-10:20 pm 

MATH 138. Analysis. 

. MTWThF 
MTWThF 
MTWThF 
MTWThf .. 
MTWTh 
MTWTh 

MTWThF 

Bordelon 
Hansmlre 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 

Bordelon 
MTWThF Hansmlre 
MTWThf .· TBA 
MTWThf TBA 
MTWTh TBA 
MTWTh TBA 

138.01 12:00• 1:50 pm MTWTh . Hansmlre 
MA'ffl 242. Calculus II. 

242.21 5:30• 7:50 pm MTWTh TBA 
MGT 131. Introduction to Management, 

131.21 6:00-10:00 pm TTh Tapp,W 

RE 232. Real Estate Finance. 
23!?.'21 6:00-10;00 pm Tih Sowers 

TYP 111. Beginning Typewriting/Keyboarding • 
'°HLOl 8:00-10:00am MTWTh 

TYP 131. Beginning Typewriting. 
'
0131.01 8:00•10:00 am MTWTh 

70131.41 8:00•10:00am MTWTh 
TYP ll.32. Intermediate Typewriting. 

10132.01 8:00-10:00 am MTWTh 
TYPI.B 101. Typewriting Lal>. 

101..01 10:00-11:00 am .. MTWTh 
101..02 1:00• 2:00 pm·. • MTWTh 
101.41 10:00•ll:OO am MTWTh 
101..42 1:00- 2:00 pm MTWTh 

WELD 141. Plate Welding I. 
141.21 6:00•10:00pnl MTWTh 

WELD 142. Plate Welding 11. 
142.21 6:00-10:00 pm: M1WTh 

TBA 

TBA 
TBA 

TBA 

White,J 
White,J 
White,J 
White,J 

TBA 

TBA 

• APPLICATIONS MUST BE IN BY JULY 2. 

Register July 12. * Begin classes July 13. 
•FOOTNOTES•FOOTNOTES•FOOTNOTES•FOOTNOTES•FOOTNOTES•FOOTNOTES•· FOOTNOTES•FOOTNOTES• 

"B Math 141 requires enrollmentin Bus Lb 101. 
.. Production dass for summer musical "West Side Story." Auditions: May 9 at 2:30 p.m. and 

May 10 at 7:00 p.m. Rehearsal and performance schedule will be announced at auditions. 
Thls class will begin May 31 and conclude August 1~ (12 weeks). May be taken four times for 
credit. 

i3This course will begin on June 1 and conclude July 22 (8 weeks), 
.. This course will be a workshop on landscape painting. Begins June 7 and concludes June 28 

(4 weeks}. This course may oo taken four times for credit . 
.. This course will be an introduction to black and white photographic tei::hnlques wtth emphasis 

on camera work and composition. Begins May 31 arid concludes June 23 (4 weeks}. May be 
taken four times for credit. 

.. This course will be a workshop on commercial photography. Prerequisite: Art PH 230. Begins 
May 31 and concludes June 23 (4 weeks). May be taken four times for credit. 

••Permission ofinstructor. · · 
..All classes will be held at Gray's Bowling Lanes In Texas City; 
"Students must supply mask, snorkle, fins, weight oolt, and two (2) pound weights. Additional 

costs include equipment rental, textbook, PA.OJ certification, and check•ou~ dive (i§pproxl• 
mate!y $.70). This is to be paid to the instructor the first night of class. . 

••No prloi typing instruction: Enroll in Typ 131.41 and Enroll in Typ Lb 101.41 or Typ Lb 101.42 

Prior typlng instructfon: Enroll In Typ 131.01 or Enroll in Typ 132,01 and Enroll In Typ 
Lb 101.l)i or Typ Lb 101.02 

"12 weeks course, Summer I and JI. 
"Biology 143 wlll continue 12 weeks, Summer I and U. 

College of the Mainland 
8001 Palmer Highway (FM 1764) • Texas City 

for further information, caU938-1211, Ext. 264. In Dickinson & Texas City. the toll'."free number is 337-1631., 



Newsmakers 

English as a 2nd language featured at COM Potter likes COM 
By Jo L. Harroff 

For many, English comes as natu
rally as chewing bubble gum. But a 
small group of about 40 students here 
at College of the Mainland are having 
to study English as we would perhaps 
study French or Spanish. 

English as a Second Language. is a 
non-credit Adult Education class. The 
students meet six hours a week with 
their instructor Mary Lou Morrow. 
Many nationalities are represented in 
this class. The countries range from 
Vietnam, Taiwan, Japan, to Mexico, 
Panama, Costa Rica, to France and 
India. 

The class is programmed to the 
student's individual needs, Morrow 
said. Some students may need inten
sive help or some may need a brushup 
on the language to follow up their 
studies in English at their college in 
the motherland. Materials range from 
books, to worksheets, to audio tapes in 
assisting the students in their studies. 
The class is aimed in conversation, to 
reading and writing and then vocabu
lary and grammatical structure of the 
English language. 

Bill Spillar, director of Adult Basic 
Education, said the program is funded 
locally and by State and Federal funds. 
The bulk of the funds come from the 
Adult Education Act of 1966. The Texas 
Education Agency also supports the 
program, along with past funds from 
the Indo-Chinese Refugee Act. 

This program has been conducted 
since the college opened in 1967. Since 
then it has branched out to local areas: 

Art students win 
By Donna Tilley 

Three COM students placed in an 
all media competition at University of 
Houston. 

David Jefferson, a Photo 3 student, 
won second place for his photo of an 
icicle-embellished manhole. It was the 
only photograph to win a prize. 

Anita McCormick, an art major here, 
won two honorable mentions, one for 
a drawing and the other for an etching. 

Ruth Leisey won an honorable men
tion for her ceramic pinched pot with 
a burnished slip finish. The pot was 
rubbed with a smooth rock to shine it 
and then pit fired in cow dung. 

Mona Marshall, a photography and 
drawing instructor here, was very 
proud of her students' performance. 
She said, "I think our students did very 
well!" 

Friendswood, League City, Dickinson, 
Galveston, and Hitchcock. When the 
program began, it was mainly aimed 
in assisting the Mexican-American citi
zens. When the Fall of Saigon occurred 
in the summer of 1973, College of the 
Mainland had the first program in the 
state to assist the Indo-Chinese refu
gees within the first week, Morrow said. 
Two years ago Cuban students were 
added to the class and currently there 
is a group of Union Carbide employees' 
wives from Puerto Rico who are study
ing English here at the college at night. 

Some of the students who have taken 
the course have gon~ on to take credit 
courses here at the college or at other 
universities. To be admitted, the stu
dents must pass the Test of English as 
a Foreign Language (TOEFL). Leopoldo 

Hinojosa is a student from Monterrey, 
Mexico and he has been studying this 
course for two months. He hopes to 
take the TOEFL and then go on to 
UH/CLC for upper-level studies. He 
will pursue his studies further in Com
puter Science and Architecture. 

Martha Cardoze of Panama is plan
ning to take the TOEFL in May where
upon she will return to Panama and 
attend the Canal Zone College which 
is an American school . There she will 
study Finance and Accounting. 

For Mary Morrow who works with 
these students, helping them is reward
ing because of the progress these stu
dents achieve here in America. 

"I really enjoy teaching this class 
and working with these intelligent 
students," she concluded. 

COM Academics decline 
By Virginia Scurlock 

The percentage of College of the 
Mainland students taking academic 
transfer courses has declined dras
tically over the past three years, while 
the percentage of students in Tech-Voe 
classes has increased. 

Dr. Robert Johnston, Director of 
Admissions, believes that this is part 
of a nation-wide trend with most com
munity colleges reflecting the same 
type of shift. 

The educational trends reflect the 
changing needs of the Job market. 

Johnston explained, "Several years 
ago there was an annourced shortage 
of lawyers and other professionals, so 
large numbers of students flocked to 
fill these vacancies. This left many of 
the other fields, i.e., engineering, math, 
and all business related areas, espe
cially computer sciences, with only 
small numbers of students. Now, the 
trend has reversed and these fields are 
the very ones that are wide open to 
students." 

Johnston predicts that there will be 
a drastic shift back to academic trans
fer courses In the mid 1980's. 

By Tracy Welch 

At the end of his first semester here, 
math teacher Bert Potter has formed 
some definite opinions about College 
of the Mainland students. 

"I really enjoy them so far: he said. 
"They are eager to learn and most 
have a goal." 

Potter received a Bachelor of Science 
degree from the Coast Guard Academy. 
He spent 20 years in the Coast Guar<! 
working as an aviator and helicopter 
instructor. After retirement he received 
his Master's degree from the Univer
sity of Houston/ Clear Lake. He began 
teaching at COM last January. 

Originally from upstate New Yorli, 
Potter said he liked Texas. "The pa1 
of New York I came from had a lot of 
nicer scenery, but Texas has nicer 
winters," he said. 

Potter makes his home In Clea, 
Lake with his- wife, son and daughter. 
"My71aughter drives me nuts with her 
Alice Cooper music," said Potter. "In 
my book, he ranks below John Denver." 

He prefers teaching math because 
"you can communicate with anyone 
through math. It's a worldwide lan
guage." 

"Statewide estimates indicate that 
Texas will be short some 11,000 peo
ple in the field of education by 1985. So 
we can expect to see the change to 
educational courses in the near future," 
Johnston said.·" 

David Jefferson won second place with this photo of an ice embelllshea mannote cover. 



Around campus 

Poster art for fun and profit 
By Steve Remollino 

Although most people think about 
stocks and bonds as things to invest 
in. many big businessmen are shying 
away from these traditions and starting 
to buy movie posters instead. Accord
ing to The Wall Street Journal. posters 
are increasing in demand. 

For example. the poster for the film 
"Halloween .. sold for a paltry $6 when 
that film was released in 1978. Today 
that same poster sells for $25. a four
fold increase in four years. 

The most striking part of a poster is 
its colorful artwork. This artwork lures 
the filmgoer into seeing the film that 
it promotes. It also lures the investor 
who is trying to purchase everything 
there is to be found on his favorite film 
or film star. 

If the movie material from America 
is not exactly what a person is looking 
for. one can purchase foreign film 
materials. Posters can be purchased 
from such diverse locales as Japan. 
England and Germany. Usually. foreign 
posters have totally different artwork 

from their American counterparts. Of 
course. they cost more; but. their 
value will also increase with their age. 

The mo~t important question is. 
where can someone find these posters? 
In Houston each year there are several 
conventions where one can buy the 
items he is looking for. This year the 
Houston Con will be held June 19-20 
at the Shamrock Hilton Hotel. Guest 
speakers are slated to include the cast 
of "Star Trek" and Frank Gorshin of 
television•s "Batman." Often these 
stars will give autographs on one's 

_ co~lectibles thus making them worth 
even more. 

Summer school 
no breeze 
By Peggy Verkin 

Students who take courses at Col
lege of the Mainland in the summer 
had better be prepared for hard work. 
long hours and large classes. 

Williamson named ''Teacher of the Year'' · 
Dr. Robert Johnston of the Admis

sions Office said. "A condensed volume 
of work to absorb in a short period of 
time makes a challenge for many stu
dents ... 

By Robert Sweeten 

Students. faculty. and staff of College 
of the Mahtland recently selected Paul 
Williamson. a biology teacher in the 
Math and Science Division. as '7 eacher 
ofthe Year." 

Williamson was extremely flattered 
just to be one of the finalists. He was 
shocked to hear that he was the winner. 

The majority of the 165 ballots for 
the award came from students. "Who 
better than students?" said William
son. 

When all the nominations were in. 
a six member panel consisting of three 
faculty members and three students 
visited the classes of the four finalists 
before the selection was made. 

"Education is life." Williamson said, 

"and teaching is the one career where 
one person can have the most influence 
on the greatest number of people. If 
this influence is positive. it can be at 
worst preparatory. at best inspirational." 

He admits that there is nothing 
magical about what he does nor does 
he claim to have any special powers. 
He believes creating a balance in the 
classroom is important. "Challenge 
the students, but do not go over their 
heads. Anyone could do it." he said. 

Being named "Teacher of the Year" 
is the ultimate compliment to his fif. 
teen years of teaching biology. 

"This honor shows me that I am 
doing something right and my students 
appreciate it and me." Williamson 
concluded. 

Workshop reaffirms realism 
By Elouise Wilson . 

Contemporary Arts Workshop. offered 
each spring at College of the Mainland. 
is a two-week course exploring the 
ideas and concerns of contemporary 
artists in the disciplines of the theatre. 
music, filmmaking. ceramics and 
painting. 

Lydia Bodnar-Balahutrar. from the 
University of Houston at Clear Lake. 
joined James Templer and Jean Wetta 
of College of the Mainland in a panel 
discussion held in the gallery on the 
"new realism .. in painting. 

All three panelists agreed that 
abstract art is still flourishing. But they 
felt that it was okay for aspiring artists 
to paint what they see. Templer empha
sized that "subject matter painted in a 
recognizable way. in a logical sequence 
of placement is becoming popular 
again.'.' 

Wetta brought instant reaction from 
Templer. Bodnar-Balahutrar and the 
audience when she criticized the two 
most famous American realists. Andrew 
Wyeth and Norman Rockwell. "The 
art of Andrew Wyeth is just an illus
trator•s superfluous. nostalgic look at 
the past;• she declared. "with predict
able subject composition. design and 
lack of color." She thought the same 
of Norman Rockwell. 

Rising to the defense of Wyeth. 
Templer pointed out "that lack of color 
is as important as estab~shed use of 
color." Mona Marshall. another COM 
art instructor. said. "The color of 
Wyeth•s landscape closely resembled 
the area he painted." 

Templer concluded that the new . 
realist reacts to and observes everyday 
life. "Art is a personal expression." he 
said. 

Paul Williamson 

Concert offered 
By Steve Remollino 

The Mainland Chorale will be pre
senting The Messiah parts II and Ill 
by G.F. Handel. The concert will be 
Friday. May 7, 1982. 8:00 p.m. at 
First Baptist Church in Texas City on 
Palmer Highway. The public is invited 
and admission is free. For more infor
mation, contact Hope Shiver at ext. 200. 

Transient students make up a large 
portion of the summer students here 

. at COM. Dr. Johnston said. "During 
summer courses most of the students 
are from universities coming tQ COM 
to take or retake courses." 

First year COM students are requirr . 
to take 30 hours to become sophomores. 
and they need 62 hours to get their 
Associate degree. Many students find 
it convenient to take 12 hours during 
each spring and fall semester and the 
remainder in the summer. 

"Students registering for summer 
courses will be allowed to take 8 hours. 
Those wishing to take more than 8 
hours will have to have special approval." 
Johnston said. 

Deadline for registration Summer I 
session for credit students will be 

May 27. 1982 and for non-credit 
courses will be May 17. 1982. Summer 
II session deadline for credit students 
'¥ill be July 2. 1982. 

The heaviest enrollment for summer 
will be in academic cowses. As Dr. John
ston said, "The heaviest enrollment is 
in history. English. math. political 
science. and biology." 
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Campus Security Needs Your Cooperation 
By Donna Tilley 

On Monday, August 30, there was 
an attempted sexual assault outside 
the LRC Building. It happened some
time between six and seven p.m. It was 
in broad daylight. The girl went into 
the restroom not realizing there was a 
man in there. Luckily, she was able to 
escape without any physical harm 
being done to her. 

Joe Rotramel, COM security police, 
told InterCOM, "It's just something 
that can happen like an automobile 
accident. It happens so fast you don't 

have time to prevent or think about it." 
Rotramel concluded, "September 
seems to be a good time for fights, 
thefts, car stealing, assaults and 
attempted rapes. The main reason is 
because there are so many new people 
on campus and we are not familiar 
with them." 

There have been cases on campus 
of women being accosted by men who 
have attempted to abduct them. Most 
incidents happen in parking lots at 
nine thirty or after. Both campus 
police and security guards follow 

procedures to prevent these attempts 
from occurring. There is one certified 
police officer -and one security officer 
on campus during normal school hours 
(8:00 a.m.-11:00 p.m., Monday through 
Friday). A police officer is on campus 
every hour a student is on campus. 
There is a security guard on duty 
twenty-four hours a day. The officers 
are equipped with two-way radios and 
can be called to location within five 
minutes by somebody in the Security 
Office in the Administration Building. 
A security or police officer will also 

College Money Dilemma ... Explore Financial Aid 
By Joe Richards 

n y_ou n~ em money to et hack 
and forth to school? How about money 
to enroll in school? Maybe you've got 
enough money for tuition but cannot 
afford to buy books. Quite a dilemma. 
Junior's eating kitty litter so you can 
study physics? Maybe now is the time 
you visit your friends down at Finan
cial Aid, but first you need to know 
what you're getting into and what the 
chances are of you getting financial 
aid or a scholarship. 

If you're seeking financial aid and 
already receive V .A. benefits or Social 
Security, you should be aware that 
such benefits will be calculated in with 
the Pell Grants (formerly called Basic 
Grants), in some cases reducing the 
award. 

A Pell Grant is not a loan and doesn't 
have to be paid back. In order to 
qualify, you must go to college at least 
haH-time and be an undergraduate 
who doesn't have a bachelor's degree. 

Also, the full amount a student may 
receive for the Pell Award has risen 
ten percent from $732 per .student to 
$813 per student per year. The reason, 
according to Dan Doyle of the Finan
cial Aid office, is due to neither infla
tion nor Reaganomics--it just hap
pened. 

Supplementary Educational Oppor
tunity Grants (SEOG) are also avail
able to undergraduate students going 
to college half-time or occasionally, 
even those enrolled for less than half
time. 

This year's SEOG money for College' 
of the Mainland has been tentatively 
reduced by about $3,000, from last 
year's $35,000 while the Work Study 
money available remains the same at 
$109,403. 

For the Fall semester of 1981 thru 
the summer semesters of 1982, 141 
sruden qualified fpr i30.550. Of that, 
money, $1,500.72 was converted over 
from the Work Study program, which 
is allowed when one program is short 
while the other is not. 

This year, of course, students will be 
vying for less money and unless there 
is extra Work Study money as there 
was last year not everyone who quali
fies and is in need of financial aid will 
get it. This really isn't as drastic as it 
sounds. The previous years some stu
dents were already being refused even 
though they qualified but just needed 
too much money. And in some indi
vidual cases, that amounted to half of 
the money given to the school for 
grants. 

Maybe what you need is a scholar
ship. This year, in an effort to help 
strengthen its own institutional policy, 
College of the Mainland has formed its 
own Scholarship Committee. The rea
son for the formation of the commit
tee is the result of advice by a program 
review. 

Before the Scholarship Committee 
was formed, Dan Doyle of Financial 
Aid reviewed scholarship applicants 
and determined who was eligible by 
basis of needs and results of financial 
packages. 

According to Doyle, the new com
mittee, consisting of Brenda Brown, 
Dorothy Cathcart, Dan Doyle, Dave 
Rae, Jim Simpson, Chester Stout and 
Gertrude Stager, will help strengthen 
and bring expertise and improvements 
to the financial aid department. 

The overall responsibility of the 
committee will be to advise 'the Dean 
of College and Financial Services on 
all forms of financial aid and the neces
sary policy and procedures underlying 

them. · 
The committee will also determine 

eligihility requirement'> for_ scl:tolar
ships, recommend policies pertaining 
to scholarships and financial aid, and 
serve as an appeal mechanism for stu
dents requesting review of financial 
awards. 

No drastic changes are expected 
and scholarships should "continue to 
flow out," says Dan Doyle of Financial 
Aid. 

Requests pe~ining to the Scholar
ship Committee may be turned to Dan 
Doyle of the Financial Aid office. 

COM'S Courses may 
not Transfer 

By Patricia Wall 

Don't wait until it's too late to find 
out if your college credits will transfer 
to another college. It's important to 
many students that their college credits 
transfer. 

Suppose the courses you are taking 
at College of the Mainland don't trans
fer to other colleges as credit. How do 
you find out which ones do and which 
ones don't? A great majority of it 
depends on what college you plan to 
transfer to. Some colleges may accept 
the course as credit and others may 
not. 

Well, there are two sources right 
here on campus to refer to. Dr. Robert 
Johnston, Director of Admissions/ 
Registrar, urged that students use 
these sources of information to' theit 
advantage. 

First, the COM '82-83 Catalog has 
a list of courses and requirements that 
must be met in order to transfer on 
pages 40-44. 

unlock doors upon written request for 
special school functions, they will 
escort people to their cars and aid in 
helping unlock car doors if keys are 
left in the vehicle. 

To distinguish the security guards 
from the police officers, they do wear 
two different uniforms. The security 
guards wear blue uniforms and the 
police officers wear brown. The security 
guards are the police officers' eyes and 
ears. They have 24 door fire checks, 
patrol, and make sure nothing is stolen 
and that no door has been broken into. 

There are several techniques of per-
. sonal security. If cornered, attract 
attention by screaming and making as 
much noise as possible. If cornered in 
a situation that you think is going to 
develop, scream anyway. Try to attract 
attention, because if a person is going 
to hurt another person he is going to 
Jv hann r«gardi\c': i. .,i t i:1c: .,itua ·• oi.. 

But a scream will attract attention and 
hopefully scare the attacker away. 

Do not go against your feelings that 
something or someone is not right. 

Do not wait until the attacker is on 
you to scream. If for any reason you 
will be on campus after hours call the 
security department and tell them your 
whereabouts so they will be aware and 
be able to check on you from time to 
time. 

Report all incidents, thefts or sus
picious persons immed~ately to the 
campus police and security depart
ment, ext. 400 or 403. This campus is 
supposed to be a safe place for a per
son to pursue educational objectives, 
but this requires everybody's coopera
tion, 

A second source is the "Course 
Equivalency List" that gives the names 
of different colleges that will and will 
not accept certain courses as college 
credit. Each counselor and advisor or 
class instructor has one of these lists 
for the COM student to refer to if 
curious about the courses he or she 
is taking. ' 

Examples: Computer Science 137 is 
considered an elective at East Texas 
State. At Southwest Texas State, 
Texas A&M, University of Houston, 
Stephen F. Austin and University of 
Texas at Austin Computer Science is 
considered as no credit. 

Computer Science 121 is an elective 
at East Texas State, Southwest Texas 
State, Texas A&M, University of 
Houston, and Stephen F. Austin. At 
the University of Texas at Austin it is 
no credit. 



Summer Movies Are Totally Hits! 

By Steve- Remollino 

I went to California this summer and 
met this really neat girl named Val. We 
went to the movies together a lot and 
pretty soon I started talking like her, 
you know? Like the vacation was a 
total bummer, but I don't know, we 
saw some really neat movies. 

The first one we saw was about a 
space cadet named "E.T.-The Extra 
Terrestrial." He was real neat with his 
big lizard eyes and sea green complex
ion. The story was sad, you know? 
Boy meets lizard alien, boy loses lizard 
alien, lizard alien nearly croaks, lizard 
alien comes back to life, alien makes 
Steven Spielberg 400 million dollars. 
Val and I cried a lot, you know. We 

didn't cry because E.T. almost died. 
We cried when we heard that it would 
cost us $22.50 a piece to see the 
GO GO's in concert. --what a bummer. 

A second film we saw was totally 
disgusting. "The Thing" was a total 
gross out. It seems that there's this 
alien that takes over your body and 
makes your insides come out and meet 
your outsides. It then rips off your head 
and makes your head sprout crab legs. 
The crab-head then runs for the 
nearest exit. Audience members should 
do the same. Barf out, gag me with a 
spoon. 

The third film we saw was "Rocky 
III." I didn't want to go but Val was 
treating so why not. All she kept saying 
on.the way home was--oh, that was so 
bitchin'I I neglected to ask whether or 
not this comment was positive or 
negative. Actually, one can see "Rocky" 
or "Rocky II" and figure out what 
"Rocky Ill" is all about. 

It was my tum to treat so I chose the 
next movie. "Poltergeist" was the film. 
Val got scared and hid in the bath
room. I loved the film. It had some 
"bitchin"' special effects and some 
good acting. As soon as I get Val out 
of the bathroom we are going to see 
"Friday the 13th, Part 3." 

I won't say what happened when we 
saw this film in 3-0. I will say however 
that I thought that California bail 
bondsmen were Incredibly rude. The 
3-D worked real well. The movie,, how
ever, was so silly. I think Val took-it 
too seriously. I feel sorry for the lady 
in front of us at the show. I had no idea 
that Val would get so violent. I hope 

Com Theatre Presents Mystery · 
By Joe Richards 

Due to the popular demand for mur
der mysteries and the success of last 
year's production of Agatha Christie's 
"Mousetrap • ., Director Reggie Schwan
der is presenting Fredrick Knotts' 
"Dial 'M' for Murder" to the College of 
the Mainland Theatre stage. 

The setting is New York City in 1928. 
A vicious circle of passion, greed, and 
jealousy has bee-n formed: Margot has 
fallen in love with Max, and Tony, her 
husband, plots her brutal murder. His 
plan is carefully wound to split second 
precision. But when things go wrong, 
the wrong person falls and there is no 
escape from the deadly consequences. 

Terry Ogden portrays the role of 
Tony. Kay Ogden, his wife, plays the 
part of Margot. Both worked with the 
Professional Touring Company in Beau
mont and give excellent, professional 
performances. 

Life-long Galveston county resident 
V.W. Uher acts out the part of Inspector 
Hubbard whose logic unravels the 
twisted twine surrounding the mystery 
of "Dial 'M' for Murder." Mr. Uher is 
no stranger to the Mainland stage and 
lives up to Director Reggie Schwan
der's praise as being "quite professional 
for an amateur." 

The supporting cast of Darrel Ewing 
and Tim Harrison play the parts of 
Jack Lesgate and Max Halliday, respec
tively. Both do worthy jobs but seem 
out of place amidst the excellent per:. 
formances of the others. 

The stylish 1920's costumes are 
designed by Tim Harrison who doubles 
as actor and costume designer. 

The lighting, which is always more 
difBcult in a murder mystery, is superbly 
doqe and adds to the element of sus
pense, playwright Fredrick Knott has 
written. 

Jim Glenn has constructed a beau
tiful and elaborate set which includes 
a bedroom, patio and hallway, which 
even has its own stairwell off in the 
four different stage entrances. This is 
important because some "key" actions 
take place out of the apartment. The 
stage itself is done up as a posh New 
York apartment in the 20's and is more 
elaborate than any of the other plays 
produced at College of the Mainland. 
The circular stage design is a first too, 
according to Jim Glenn. 

Overall, the production meets the 
usually high standards associated with 
"The Biggest Li'l Theatre in Texas" 
and should be enjoyed by everyone. 

the scars don't show. Oh well, I had 
better let Val pick the next movie, if 
my sentence is over in time. 

Next we went to see "The Best Little 
Whorehouse in Texas." I thought Dolly 
Parton was marvelous de-spite the fact 
that her dresses could hardly support 
her, uh, stature. Val asked me to com
pare Dolly to her. I said, "There is no 
comparison." I saw the next two films 
alone. 

"Star Trek II-The Wrath of Khan" 
was a really interesting film. I couldn't 
believe that this film was the sequel to 
"Star Trek." "Star Trek" was awful. 
This film was incredible. I especially 
liked Ricardo Montalban as Khan. 

"Tron" was a pretty good film, 
although it did get kind of boring. The 
special effects were interesting to say 
the least. 

Well, Val called to(Jay. I guess she 
got over the Dolly Parton joke. She 
wants to see Andy Warhol's "Franken
stein" in 3-0. I hope she doesn't act the 
same way she did when she saw the 
other 3-D film. 

Next month we shall take a look at 
"Halloween Ill-Season of the Witch" 
and "Creepshow," written by Stephen 
King. Until next month, keep your eyes 
on the silver screen. 

COM Letters 
By Steve Remollino 

In keeping with the demands of stu
dents and faculty alike, the lnterCOM 
will now feature a "Letters to the Edi
tor" column on a monthly basis. Stu
dents and faculty should submit their 
questions in writing as far in advance 
of the publication date as possible. 
Issues covering a wide variety of topics 
such as "crime on campus," "student 
organizations," and "administrative 
problems" will be addressed. Inter
ested persons should contact the 
editor of the lnterCOM via the Human
ities Division Office, Suite B, in the 
LRC. 
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Variety of Sports Programs Offered at COM-
By Donna Tilley 

A variety of sport programs are 
offered at COM. There are long term 
credit programs that run all semester, 
or non-credit workshop programs that 
last from two hours to six weeks. All 
areas of interest are· touched on as 
much as possible without conflicting 
with programs that are in other areas 
(such as football, basketball, or base
ball) that have already gained the 
community's interest. People are 
encouraged to take the short non
credit classes and, if they enjoy learn
ing in a two hour session, then they 
can come back for a six week session. 

COM offers intramurals programs 
also. There are three different skilled 
level volleyball leagues and basketball 
leagues. These hold high interests. 
The other league that is going to be set 
up is an Indoor Ultimate Frisbee. This 
game is similar to soccer, but played 
with a frisbee, while attempting to 
make goals against a team of people 
by passing the frisbee to get it to the 
other end. 

Tournaments are also offered. These 
are long term involvement sports. 
These include volleyball, tennis, fris
bee, and racquetball tournaments that 

go on for as long as a whole weekend. 
Table tennis and frisbee are other tour
naments that don't last as long. 

Aerobic clinics are set up as dance, 
because not everyone is interested in 
competitive sports. A country and 
western dance workshop is offered as 
dance. One can learn how to do the 
Cotton-eyed Joe, Texas Two Step, the 
Country Waltz and other western 
dances. 

For people who would still like to get 
together in less competitive ways, 
there are outing activities like hiking, 
backpacking, canoeing and caving. 

Former Deans Tac~le Teaching 
By Leslie White 

One year ago anyday, Mr. Larry 
Smith was Associate Dean of Contin
uing Education and Chairman of the 
Health, Physical Education and Rec
reation department at College of the 
Mainland. Mr. George Thomas was 
Associate Dean of Academic Programs. 
For reasons both public and personal, 
today they are teachers. 

Sometimes what may seem a step 
down is a step forward. 

In 1967, Mr. Smith came to COM 
as a history teacher because he wanted 
"to teach in a college with progressive 
views in the prospective of a demo
cratic society." After teaching for two 
years, he was promoted to the position 
of associate dean, a job he held for 13 
years. 

And then all of a sudden he was out 
of a job, or so it seemed. 

"Last spring, the new president of 
the college proposed a number of job 
positions to be done away with. The 
board insisted that while they would go 
along with the reorganization plan, 
that the people holding the jobs that 
were to be eliminated needed to be 
reassigned," Mr. Smith said. "A lot of 
people were opposed to the laying off 
or firing of perfectly competent people 
when there were teaching positions 
available that needed filling. I filled 
one of them," he added. 

"E~en before the reorganization of 
the college I had given some thought 
to going back to teaching while I was 
an associate dean. What I didn't like 
was the way the situation came about. 
I have a high value for continuing edu
cation and I hate to see it end." he said. 

He said, "I missed the relationship 
with students and the type of commu
nication that the classroom providei; 
as well as the subject matter of history 
itself. r ve always found teaching excit
ing and a challenge as I did with con
tinuing education. I like young people. 
I like all people and enjoy being around 
them and discussing ideas. I like to 
help stimulate critical thinking in the 
minds of students that will help them 
learn to have a better control of their 
lives." 

On the other hand, after so many 
years of actively pursuing his career 
as associate dean, Mr. Smith has not 

Mr. George Thomas 

found himself pining away after his 
lost position although he regrets the 
end of his pursuit of the quest for con
tinuing education in his professional 
life. 

i don't miss being an associate dean. 
I have a lot of affection for continuing 
education and community services 
though. When I started I was the only 
person working on it and I spent a lot 
of time and effort. Something you've 
spent so much time with becomes a 
part of you and naturally there are pains 
of separation," he said. 

Although the change in positions 
has not interrupted his personal life in 
any major way, Mr. Smith found thi!,t 
he has less time to devote to private 
interests due to the difference in time 
that is involved. 

"To be a good teacher you have to 
work hard at it. There is a lot of plan
ning involved because teaching is 
essentially a full-time job. I want the 
workplace to be a more democratic 
environment," he said. "I find plenty 
to keep me busy." 

But what if the position was sud
denly available to him again--would 
he take it? 

"rm really looking forward to teach
ing. I'm not thinking about or antici
pating anything like that to happen," 
Mr. Smith said. "rm satisfied in terms 
of professional interest." 

Did the reorganization plan affect 
Mr. Thomas too in his position of 
associate dean? Was his job eliminated 
in aU the hoop.la during the revising 
of the college? Yes, it was. 

But it was of little matter to Mr. 
Thomas then and now. He had already 
made his decision in the months pre
vious to the reorganization plan to go 
back to teaching. 

"For the past several years I've had 
a lot of children and a wife and mother 
to take care of. Now that they are 

Mr. Larry Smith 

through college (the children!) for the 
most part, my responsibilities have 
diminished considerably. I didn't have 
the financial need. I was ready to try 
something new, different," he said. 

"This was my idea. I missed the con
tact with students. As an associate 
dean I had occassionally taught one 
class to stay in contact with the stu
dents," Mr. Thomas said. "The years 
1975-78 were years of tremendous 
growth for the school and there was a 
lot of administrative work to be done 
during that dme so it was not practical 
to teach during those years. Also, I 
enjoy the study of mathematics as well 
as teaching it. Just before I became 
an associate dean I published a series 
of filmstrips that won an award and rd 
like to go back to doing things like 
that." 

As an associate dean, Mr. Thomas 
gained insight into other subjects and 
processes through a number of diverse 
experiences that he believes will help 
him in his teaching methods and 
approach. 

After serving on a number of com
mittees and as a consultant through, 
out the region in an administrative 
capacity as well as fulfilling his respon
sibilities as an associate dean at COM 
it seems reasonable that his old job 
was more than a little exhausting. _ 

"I've had a lot of good times as an· 
administrator too. I just got ready for 
a change. I enjoyed the years of very 
rapid growth that the college had in 
its early years. We had enroUment 
increases every year, new programs, 
new teachers. It was exhausting but 
very exciting. It was exciting to be in 
the middle of creating a busy new col
lege. There was nearly everything In 
the world to be done," Mr. Thomas 
said. 

And Is he glad to be teaching again? 
.. rm enjoying the heck out of it." 

This includes outings to the Renais
sance Festival. The goal of the Festi- . 
val is to provide as close as possible 
the exact re-creation of festivals held 
in Italy, France and England between 
the 13th and 16th centuries. People 
are able to spend the day watching 
jugglers, magicians, fire-eaters, sword 
swallowers, ropewalkers, Shake
spearean actors, belly dancers, singers 
and horse racers. 

Other recreational facilities include 
the weight room, game room, sauna, 
whirlpools and the gym. 

For more information call Maryann 
Urick, 938-1211, ext. 417 or 420. 

Enrollment 
Jumps 

By Leslie White 

After a 15% increase over the 1981 
enrollment figures, COM has reached 
an all-time high in the number of stu
dents registered--3040. 

A surprised administration, which 
only expected a 5 % increase in enroll
ment, attributed the sudden but wel
come surge of students to the economy. 
"Some unemployed citizens have 
chosen to spend their time construe~ 
tively by pursuing degrees," said Mrs. 
Mary Danaczko, Director of Public 
Relations and Information. "Also, 
parents faced with financial uncertainty 
are not able to send their college-age 
children away to school." 

Administrators were confronted with 
initial overcrowding problems in more 
popular courses for the first few days 
of class. After minor adjustments and 
arrangements, the campus could easily 
accommodate 3,000 students, but 
officials added additional buildings 
"are a long way down the road." 

Advertising was a contributing fac
tor in raising the enrollment. Last year 
the college ftnanced an extensive cam
paign locally consisting of news releases 
and mailers (fall schedule) to 60,000 
households in the area. 

Mrs. Danaczko predicted that the 
figures will continue to rise. "I think 
that attendance will go up more as it 
attracts more of the non-traditional 
students such as women who have 
already raised their families and are 
now coming back to school to develop 
marketable skills. 62% of our enroll
ment is women," she said. 

Administrators are doubly gratified 
by the enrollment increase since 1982-
83 is a state funding year in which the 
state determines how much monetary 
support the college is alloted by the 
number of students attending and the 
number of class hours being taken, a 
figure which is also up this year by 12%. 

"The administration is delighted and 
surprised," Mrs. Danaczko said. "They 
feel that the college can increase in 
both the quality of education being 
offered as well as monetary support 
which can only serve to enrich the 
quality of educa_tion given now. Every
one is pleased." 



All That Jazz 
By Steve Remollino 

Although many individuals may feel 
that their musical talents are some
what limited, others contend that with 
the proper training most individuals 
can learn to play instruments or sing 
with the professionals. Two of those 
professionals are Instructors at Col
lege of the Mainland. Sparky Koerner 
and Hope Shiver teach instrumental 
and vocal music respectively. 

Sparky Koemer comes to COM with 
a bachelor's degree in music from LSU 
and a master's degree in education. 
from North Texas University. This 
semester he is teaching Fundamentals 
of Music, Jazz Ensemble, Improvisa
tion, Individual Lessons for Brass and 
Individual Lessons for Woodwinds. 

Besides being a College of the Main
land instructor for the past two years, 
Sparky is also a professional musician 
with over fifteen years experience. He 
toured Mexico with a 1,and and more 
recently has played with the (ialveston 
Beach Band. His COM group, the 
Jazz Ensemble, performs throughout 
the semester, occasionally with the 
Swing Choir. 

As far as his teaching policies go, 
Sparky believes that an educator must 
also be a professional. He also believes 
in "trying to provide a group for other 
major students." Sparky is hoping 
that students majoring in everything 
including music will sign up for his 
performing classes by contacting him 
at ext. 431. 

Sparky Koerner 

On the Olp side of COM music 
programs are the choral ensembles 
under the direction of Hope Shiver. 
Hope is in her second year as a mem
ber of the COM Fine Arts faculty. She 
has a bachelor's degree in music from 
the University of Southern Mississippi 
and a master's degree in music from 
the University of Oregon. She has 
studied privately in the fields of voice, 
piano and composition. 

Otter and Morning Glory Zetrs rare "Caprtne" Unicom. 

Mythological Unicorns in Texas? 
By Steve Remollino 

Although most individuals believe 
that the unicorn is a product of medie
val mythology, a few strongly contend 
that the creature does in fact exist in 
modem society due to a special breed
ing program. 

As a matter of fact, one of five rare 
"Caprine" unicorns will be featured at 
this year's Texas Renaissance Festival 
October 2, 3, 9 and 10. 

According to Otter and Morning 
Glory Zell, the breeders of this new 

form of unicorn, the silky white animal 
has a real horn growing in the center 
of its forehead. 

Of course there are skeptics of the 
Zell's breeding process. Many scien
tists feel that the "unicorn" is in fact a 
"surgicatly-altered goat." Fans of uni
corn-mania as well as scientists wilt 
need to inspect the animal for them
selves. Hoax or no hoax, the creature 
wilt undoubtedly bring this year's 
Renaissance Festival an enormous 
amount of publicity. 

Like Sparky, Hope is also a profes
sional. She has appeared in produc
tions of Britten's "Midsummer Night's 
Dream," and Mozart's "Marriage of 
Figaro," as well as Etigene Opera 
productions of "Carmen" and "La 
Serva Padrona." 

As Choral Director, Hope heads the 
Choral Ensemble and the Mainland 
Chorale. Both groups plan on several 
public performances this year. Stu-

Hope Shiver 

dents interested in either of these 
classes or In private voice lessons can 
contact Hope at ext. 200. 

As far as teaching philosophy goes, 
Hope "tries to make things as clear as 
possible" to her students. She wants 
to make teaching real to students with 
"minds, souls and spirits as one." 
Hope plans on doing at least one com
bined concert with Sparky Koerner's 
Jazz Ensemble. 

Nationally Known Artist Featured 
By Patricia Wall 

David Rigsby, nationally-known 
artist, has his paintings on exhibit at 
College of the Mainland's Gatlery now 
until Sept. 30. 

Rigsby is a former artist-in-resident 
for the National Endowment for the 
Arts in Beaufort, South Carolina in 
1970. In 1974 he became a national 
coordinator of Visual Arts Education. 
He has traveled atl over the world 
evaluating the artist-in-resident pro
grams. 

t' •• 

The artist spent three months work
ing in oil, watercolors, acrylics and 
cottages at the Yaddo Institute, New 
York, where he received a fellowship. 
He also received an individual NEA 
artist fetlowship in 1980. 

Rigsby has served as an art con
sultant for various art centers in dif
ferent states. 

His paintings have been shown in 
one-man exhibits in museums, univer
sities, art centers and galleries and can 
be seen all over the world today. 

David Rigsby greets Dr. Sundermann and Larry Stanley 
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COM welcomes new Dean of Instruction 
By Joe Richards 

"I don't want people coming here 
because it's too easy and I don't want 
them leaving because it's too easy," 
said Dr. Henry Pope, College of the 
Mainland's new Dean of Instruction. 

. Dr. p,,pe was hired by President 
Sundennann and the Board of Trustees 
on October 4. The job of dean is sec
ond only to that of president. It is the 
dean's job to be concerned with all of 
the processes of academic instruction. 
These include the evaluation of pro
grams and the maintaining and upgrad
ing of quality within the guidelines set 
by the president and trustees. 

Dr. Pope comes to COM after leav
ing his administrative position at Texas· 
A&M. He came because the faculty 
and administration wanted to better 

-..-- - quality of instruction, and he believes 
the resources are available here to 
achieve quality. 

Dr. Pope was raised in a small east 
Texas town called Pluck. His first years 
of education came at Moscow, Texas, 
the site of the first public school in 
Texas. He remembers that it was a one
room school house with one teacher 
for five grades. 

His father hauled logs for a living, 
but Henry Pope decided early on that 
he didn't want to be a log hauler. 

SAB reorganizes 

By Donna Tilley 

As a result of last spring's college 
reorganization, this year's student 
representative to the Board of Trustees 
was not elected by the students. 
Instead, he or she will be chosen by the 
five division counselors. A petition was 
circulated for a short time early in 
October to protest the new selection 
procedure. 

In the past, the student representative 
was elected directly by the student 
body. Now the five division counselors-
Althea Choates, Tom Hermann, War
ren Dodson, Leroy August, and Ches
ter Stout--have chosen five students 
who will be COM's student body repre
sentatives: Denise Olivares, George 
Spencer, Kelli Schroder, Patti Wells 
and Mike Durisseau. All five stu
dents are -expected-to sit in on Board of 
Ttustee meetings, but only one, yet to 
be named, will serve as president of the 
Student Activities Board. 

Dr. Henry Pope 

Luckily, he was "blessed by a mother 
and father who didn't want me to be a 
log hauler." After graduating from 
Corrigan High School, he moved on to 
Stephen F. Austin University and 
majored in chemistry. He then taught 
chemistry for ten years before getting 
into administration. He got his doctor
ate at Texas A&M. 

Pope said his main goal is to gain 
an "educational climate in which stu
dents and teachers interact and create 

an atmosphere of reflective thought 
which would be becoming of an insti
tution of higher education. We're going 
to be searching for ways in which stu
dents can be involved with our instruc
tional program." He insists that stu
dents need to understand how their 
class subjects relate to their lives, the 
community, and the world. He hopes 
the students will be proud to be asso
ciated with College of the Mainland. 

He also believes that a student leav-

ing here should be prepared to work 
competitively at other schools or at 
jobs. "I don't believe we have a student 
body who wants an inferior institution 
compared to the University of Houston," 
he said. Since College of the Mainland 
is an open admissions college, anyone 
can attend classes. As a result, COM 
sometimes gets students who '\re not 
quite ready for college. 

He encourages students to come by 
his office or set up an appointment to 
talk with him. He hasn't been on cam
pus long enough to know the "feel" of 
the students, and he wishes to talk to 
students one on one, to find out what 
their needs, feelings, and suggestions 
are. He also encourages the faculty to 
do the same, and to make themselves 
available to the students beyond class
room time at times when the students 
can get to,them. 

Dr. Pope realizes, of course, that 
these changes cannot come overnight. 
"I just can't wave a magic wand and 
have everything become perfect. I wish 
I could." The changes will take time 
and he hopes everyone will be patient 
and helpful. 

"If I ha~ one wish," he says, "I want 
to leave here saying it's better I came 
this way." 

U.S. senator's wife visits COM 

Mrs. Lloyd Bentsen addresses students 
atCOM. 

By Steve Remollino 

In a surprise move, U.S. Senator 
Lloyd Bentsen's wife visited the COM 
campus on October 6, 1982 to meet 
and talk to COM students in an infor
mal setting, the Student Center. When 
asked why she was here, Mrs. Bentsen 
replied, "I like to talk to people face to 
face. It's best to go out and talk to 
someone in person, rather than over 
the television set or radio." And, with 
Election Day le"ls than one month 
away, Mrs. Bentsen is busy campaign
ing for her husb~.nd. 

According to :~rs. Bentsen, the life 
of a senator and his wife is very active. 
A typical day consists of the normal 
occurrences (marketing, cleaning the 
house, washing clothes) as well as 
attending the various functions that • 
the couple is expected to attend. It is 
not uncommon to have 10-12 party 
invitations each night. In fact on at 
least . one ~articular occasion. They 
ha<I as many as 32! 

. When asked about misconceptions 
regarding the life of a senator, Mrs. 
Bentsen replied, "People think that his 
is not a hard job. But, when they call 
his office at 8:30 or 9:00 p.m. and see 
that he is still there, they change their 
minds." 

One of her duties as the wife of a U.S. 
senator is to make hand puppets for 
the Washington, D.C. Children's Hos
pital. "We used to roll bandages for the 
Red Cross," she said, "until they told 
us that they had enough. rolled up from 
World War I and II." 

Besides keeping up with her own 
busy · schedule, Mrs. Bentsen also 
keeps · up with her husband's often 
frantic schedule. His meetings are set 
up_ from morning to night with virtually 
no breaks in between the meetings. 
"The worst part of the job is the fact 
that he has no time to eat or think." 
Now, who said a senator has an easy 
life? Think again. 

' 



Film tricks 
By Steve Remollino 

Well, we are into another drab and 
boring month of film releases in the 
good old month of October. Honestly, 
you would think that the film compa
nies would realize that far too many 
films are released in June and July and 
would hold up the release dates of 
some films until October or Novem
ber. Do they do this? No! They still 
release 60 films in June and six in Octo
ber. The films that they do release in 
October don't get released until the 
third or fourth week of the month. So, 
I get stuck reviewing summer leftovers 
and third rate trash. Oh well, it's a 
living. To make up for the absence of 
theatrical films to be reviewed this 
month, I'll also take a glimpse at some 
films turning up on cable in the next 
two months that I did not get to see at 
the movies. 

First off the screen is the worst film 
of all time. (Pretty strong stuff, eh?) 
It's true. "Andy Warhol's Frankenstein" 
is the absolute worst film of all time. 
Imagine a pornographic Dr. Franken
stein who has sex with dead voluptuous 
women and you'll understand this film 
about as well as anyone else. To make 
matters worse, the film is in 3-D! In 
this case, 3-D means, dumb, disgust
ing, and downright dirty. Keep away 
from this Dr. Frankenstein. He just 
might make you throw up. 

Second off the screen is the 50 mil
lion dollar musical "Annie." The film 
is fresh and enjoyable with its story of 
the orphan who finds a home with 
billionaire Daddy Warbucks. The cast 
is, for the most part, quite good, but, 
Carol Burnett steals the show as Miss 
Hannigan, the drunken "keeper of the 
orphans." The musical numbers are 
well-staged, and the dances are invig
orating. I just wish someone would tell 
me what in this movie cost 50 million 
dollars. Was it Sandy? Was it Aileen 
Quinn's (Annie) tap shoes? Was it 
Daddy Warbucks' tux? Anyone having 
the answer to this question should 
write me, care of this newspaper. 

Third off the screen is "Amityville II
The Possession," a "prequel" to "The 
Amityville Horror." I'm going to go 
against a bunch of people who have 
reviewed this film and say I liked it. 
There, I said it. I feel so much better 
already. I think that the other critics 
have been taking this film far too 
seriously. I hate critics who take cute 
films and ruin them by trying to find 
deep meanings in them. Let's face it, 
folks. One may find it hard to find a 
meaning in a film about a young man 
who gets possessed by a devil and pro
ceeds to murder his entire family. The 
film works on its own spooky merits. 
No one needs to analyze it and say the 
film glorifies violence and child or wife 
abuse. It's critics like these that cause 
good films to fail just because they 
don't like a certain type of film, in this 
case modern horror. This film delivers 
quite a few good shocks. And the spe
cial effects are top-notch state-of-the
art. If you scare easily, stay away from 
"Amityville II-The Possession." If you 
like to be scared, take a chance. If you 

scream during the film, don't blame 
me. Just say "the devil made me do it." 

On the home screen this month are 
a-number of films which may be worth 
your time. Of course, if you don't have 
cable T. V ., you are out of luck. But like 
I said before, it's not my fault the film 
companies .... (etc., ad nauseum.) 

First up, on HBO, the Movie Chan
nel and Showtime is "Body Heat," an 
effective mystery with a wonderful 
twist ending. Kathleen T..:..rner, William 
Hurt and Richard Crenna offer strong 
performances as the members of a 
romantic triangle. It gets a • • • rating 
out of a possible • • • • rating. 

Next up on the three movie channels 
is "First Monday in October," a limp 
comedy that might have made a good 
film if the script had been more inter
esting. Basically, the film tells the 
story of the first female supreme court 
justice. Jill Clayburgh is fine-as the new 
justice. But, Walter Matthau is pain~ 
fully miscast as an old coot of a justice. 
Sometimes I wish that he and George 
Burns would retire and share a condo 
in Miami Beach. That way, we'd get rid 
of two old coots with one stone. Need
less to say, "First Monday in October" 
gets a • out of • • • • . Case closed. 

Next on the tube is "Private Lessons," 
which borders on child pornography 
and borders on comedy. The film tells 
the story of a French maid who teaches 
a 15-year-old boy all about sex. Sylvia 
Kristel (of "Emanuelle") is the maid 
and Eric Brown plays the wide-eyed 
boy. The film is cute in spots. Unfor
tunately, the cuteness is overshadowed 
by the overtly sexual theme. You feel 
like a voyeur peeping through a key
hole, if you haven't left the room due 
to embarrassment. "Private Lessons" 
gets a rating of • ½ stars out of four 
stars because of its cuteness and its 
male lead, Eric Brown. Anyone for 
tennis? 

Finally, sex ofa different kind is fea
tured in "Tattoo," a surprisingly rivet
ing thriller. Bruce Dern stars as a 
tattoo artist obsessed with tattoo art. 
Enter Maud Adams as a model who 
must get tattoos drawn on her for a 
photo layout. Bruce falls in love with 
her and the terror begins. The scene 
after Ms. Adams wakes up from a 
drugged sleep may well give you chills. 
It's only paint. Or is it? ''Tattoo" gets 
• • • out of • • • •. 

Well so much for October. Next 
month I will definitely take a look at 
"Halloween Ill-Season of the Witch" 
and "Creepshow." Until November, 
keep your eyes on the silver screen. 

I 

-Actors Mime horses in "STRIDER" 

Experimental drama at COM 
By Patricia Wall 

"Strider," an award-winning musi
cal play to open October 21, is rela
tively new in this area. It had a short 
run on Broadway and is not as well 
known as other musicals such as 
"Sound of Music." 

There are no popular hits in the 
musical, and the emphasis is put on 
the story itseH. "It's a strange, different 
kind of show," says director Roger 
Stallings. In the musical, the actors 
represent horses "looking at nature 
and human behavior through the eyes 
of horses," Stallings explained. 

"Strider" is originally a classic short 
story by the Russian author Leo Tol
stoy. The main plot is, as Stallings 
says, "hard to define." "In thought, it's 
about the differences between givers 
and takers," he says, "those who spend 
their lives giving and those who spend 
their lives taking." 

The play contains racial prejudice, 
comedy and a mixture of serious and 
happy thoughts. Characters in the 
play ridicule Strider because he is ugly 
and piebald ( different colors than the 
other horses in the play). 

According to Stallings, he has 
encountered "tons of problems" in 
staging the play. First of all, "Strider" 
is translated from the original Russian 
and Stallings has had to "Americanize 
some of the translations, which was 
difficult." 

"Furthermore, most actors aren't 
used to being anything other than 

human beings," Stallings says. "The 
play calls for the actors to neigh and 
gallop and do things just like horses 
do them. Besides that, "Strider" calls 
for 20 characters but we have t~ make 
do with 14 because of a small turnout 
at auditions." 

Another problem is that the audience 
must use its imagination in _seeing 
people as horses. Also, a lot of mime 
is used in the play. 

"Strider" is a challenging show with 
an abstract point of view. "Whatever 
you imply in it is what you will get out 
of it," says Stallings. 

Main characters in the show are Jim 
Glenn, who portrays Strider; Robin 
Christian who plays Viazapurika, 
Mathieu and Marie; Prince Sarpuhou
sky is played by Joe Frank and Todd 
Miller portrays Count Bobrinsky, 
Darling and Lieutenant. 

A four-piece band, including a vio
lin, accordian, piano and drums, which 
will perform in the musical, is ethnic
ally important to the show, according 
to Stallings. 

When asked if he thought "Strider" 
would be a success, Stallings stated, 
"I hope it will be a success. I would like 
to see more people participate in less 
well-known shows." "Strider" is an 
attempt to offer our audiences some
thing totally different," Stallings con
cluded. 

For ticket information stop by the 
box office in the Fine Arts Building or 
call 938-1211, ext. 345. 
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Students sound off; your views welcome 
By Joey Richards 

"A lot like high school," were the 
words of one COM student when asked 
to compare College- of the Mainland to 
a high school or university. Another 
student even went so far to say that he 
worked harder at high school than he 
does here. These are just a few answers 
I received when I asked some of COM's 
students what they thought about the 
quality of education they were getting 
here. 

A few students were asked the "Inter
COM Survey" questions (see below)._ 
Afterwards they were asked to make 
further_ comments on what changes 
they felt were needed, and if they had 
any complaints about College of the 
Mainland. 

Almost all of the students surveyed 
said that they think COM needs more 
teachers because many are loaded 
down with too many classes. 

--------.----------------------
InterCOM Survey 

This is an informal survey to find out how students feel about COM and to see 
whether COM is doing its job. Since this is an informal survey, you need not 
include your name or the name of your instructors. Circle the response which 
most closely represents your real opinions or feelings. Write out any additional 
remarks you wish to make in the space provided or on a separate sheet of paper 
which you should attach to the completed survey when you hand it in. Use pen or 
pencil. Please mail to: Editor, InterCOM, English Office--LRC, Suite B, College 
of the Mainland, Texas City, Texas 77591. Return no later than November 1. 

QUALllY OF EDUCATION: (circle only one 
answer for each question) 

1) Prior to registration, did you: 
a) seek an adviser and get good advisement 
b) seek an adviser and not get help 
c) did not seek an adviser 

2) Do COM teachers teach according to the 
course document? 
a) yes 

9) Are Instructors at COM: 
a) too lenient, lax on discipline, easy 

graders 
·b) too strict, difficult graders, demanding 
c) Just about perfect blend of strict and 

lenient 

J b) no 
10) What Is the attitude your COM Instructors 

have toward their Jobs? 

-I 
I 
I 

3) Are your Instructors prepared for class? 
a) often 
b) sometimes 
c) never 

4) Are your Instructors available during office 
hours? 
a) often 
b) sometimes 
c) never 

5) Are your instructors absent &om scheduled 
classes? 
a) often 
b) sometimes 
c) never 

6) Are you challenged by your classes? 
a) often 
b) sometimes 
c) never 

7) In your courses, do you feel you're learning: 
a) a great deal 
b) enough to get by 
c) nothing 

8) Do you feel prepared to go on to university 
classes after attending COM? 
a) yes, absolutely 
b) In some areas yes, In others no 
c) no 

a) very Interested, enthuslastic••love 
teaching 

b) just okay--neither love nor hate teaching 
c) don't seem to care at all 

11) When you receive a grade on an exam, do 
you: 
a) understand completely why I got the 

grade and always knew what was 
expected of me 

b) did not understand why I got the grade 
and did not understand what was 
expected of me 

12) Do you feel COM Is: 
a) alot like high school 
b) harder than high school 
c) just like education at a 4-year university 

13) If you are not doing well in a course, can 
you get indMdual help from your Instructor? 
a) always 
b) sometimes 
c) never 

14) If you have a complaint about a course or 
an instructor, do you: 
a) complain and get action 
b) complain and do not get action 
c) do not know who to complain to 
d) neter complain and/ or don't care 

CHANGES YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE AT COM: (okay to circle more than one) 

better advisement 

better instructors 

better quality of education 

more extracurricular and/ or social student activities 

more individual help 

more police security 

additional classroom space 

Remarks: ----------------------------

L ____________________________ J 

Most students felt that most (but not 
all) of their teachers are well prepared 
for class and seem to be very interested 
in their job, and that their teachers are 
available during office hours and give 
individualized help when asked. 

Half of the students complained of 
teacher absenteeism and of teachers 
not following the document. 

Night students complained that there 
are not enough classes available for 
them, especially in art and English. 

AU felt that College of the Mainland 
was not equal to a major university yet 
agreed that, for example, a freshman 
English class here should be equal to a 
freshman English class at the Univer
sity of Houston or University of Texas. 

HOW DO YOU FEEL? We ask 
everyone to answer our questionnaire 
and to fill out the remark section with 
your complaints and ideas for change. 
This is your school and here is your 
chance to better it and your future! 

John Pfahl "Self-Portrait", courtesy of Visual Studies Workshop 

THE SCULPTED 
IMAGE 

opens at COM Gallery 

By Patricia Wall 

"The Sculpted Image," a photogra
phy exhibition, featuring works by 
Gordon Holler, Joanne Leonard, Olivia 
Parker, and John Pfahl, can be seen 
now until Nov. 4 at College of the Main
land's Art Gallery. The gallery is open 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday. 

Mona Marshall, COM art instructor 
and exhibition curator, explains that, 
"The objects and scenes photographed 
were made or altered to create the 
exact image the photographers wished 
to project in their pictures." 

ATTENTION 
all students!!! 

Here's a chance to have 
input in COM's decision
making process. 
Become a candidate for the posi
tion of representative to the Stu
dent Advisory Council. 
Requirement: 2.0 minimum grade 

average (accumulative) 
Submit your name to Mrs. Marie 
Pate, Suit~ 114, Administration 
Building, by Nov. 5. 
Positions wlll be determined by the six 
candidates who receive the most votes at 
their first meeting. 

EIEcilON Will BE HEID 
NOV.15-20. 



PLO 
representative 
speaks at COM 

By Joe Richards 
On Thursday, Sept. 16, Dr. Hatem 

Hussaini, ·a PLO representative, spoke 
at the Galvez Hotel as part of the Gulf 
Coast Council on Foreign Affairs "5:30 
Forum." 

Dr. Hussaini expressed the need for 
the protection of the Palestinian people 
and their rights to life, liberty, and 
pursuit of happiness. This is the goal 
of the PLO, according to Dr. Hussaini. 
He also spoke of the "new image" of 
the PLO which emphasizes a desire for 
peace and harmonious living relations 
with the Israelis. "The reason the PLO 
is seeking support from the United 
States," he said, "is because the his
tory of America is filled with the strug
gle of one group after another seeki!lg 
to guarantee its rights." 

A special "5:30 Forum" was called 
on October 7th, which featured a 
response to Dr. Hussaini's remarks by 
an Israeli representative. 

The Israeli representative, Ms. Liora 
Herzl, sees two sides who think that 
"each are right." She said that the 
Israelis see PLO as nothing but "a ter
rorist group" and that they cannot 
negotiate with the PLO because of the 
PLO covenant which, according to 
her, has 4 points: (1) Only those Jews 
established in the Palestinian state 

before 1917 can remain; (2) the state 
would be Palestinian-Arabian state; 
(3) any solution besides liberation is to 
lie rejected; (4) warfare against Israel 
is legal and the Israeli defense against 
the PLO is illegal. Throughout her 
presentation she emphasized her belief 
that the PLO is "a terrorist group" and 
pointed out the history of the PLO. She 
had no positive words to speak. 

It's interesting that neither side 
offered any solution to the problem. 
The PLO wants "a secular or a sepa
rate state," run by and for Palestinians. 
The Israelis claim that if the Palesti
nians would do away with the PLO 
Covenant and take back statements of 
their intention to do away with Israel, 
then maybe peace could gradually 
develop. 

It's evident that both sides have com
mitted acts of terrorism on each other. 
Thousands of innocent people have 
died. It's hard for Americans to grasp 
what it's like to be without a home, yet 
that's the situation of the Palestinian 
people. On the other hand, it's hard to 
realize what it must be like to live with 
the nightmare of the past, the Jewish 
concentration camps of Hitler. Yet if 
neither comes to peaceful terms with 
the other, it seems that terrorism will 
be the only policy. 

It's Pumpkinfest time 
By Donna Tilley 

Halloween is almost here and 
L.A.U.G.H. (,Lunatics All United to 
Guard Halloween) are planning to see 
that people at COM enjoy themselves 
on this ghoulish occasion. How? By 
holding the 4th Annual Halloween 
Pumpkinfest on Thursday, Oct. 28, 
12:30-1:30 p.m. It wiU be held on the 
Quad, the open field in the center of 
campus. Students, faculty, and staff 
are encouraged to participate. Gather 
up a team of four to six people. One 
person is chosen from each team for a 
face decorating contest. The rest of the 
team will do the decorating. This is the 
main event. 

The make-up, paint, cotton, powder, 
shaving cream, foil, and newspaper 
will be available. • Special prizes will 
be given to the first and second place 
team. 

The event is co-sponsored by the 
physical education and recreation 
department and the Student Activity 
Board. 

There will be other crazy games such 
as·a pumpkin seed spitting contest and 
also a pie eating race. It will be great 
fun, so bring your friends. For more 
information call Maryann Urick, 
938-1211, ext. 417 or 420. (If it rains, 
it will be held in the physical education 
building.) 

Medic alert saves lives 
By Donna Tilley 

Twenty percent of the college-aged 
population in the United States have a 
condition that needs to be known in a 
medical emergency. Unnecessary or 

. improper treatment can be adminis
tered under emergency conditions if 
the special medical condition of the 
person is not known. A person that has 
unknown conditions needs to wear a 
"Medic Alert" bracelet or necklace. 

"Medic Alert" is the most simple and 
efficient emergency medical identifi
cation system that is devised. This 
system has played an important role in 
life-saving situations. An individual 
who has a "Medic Alert" card receives 
an annual update of his/her card, 
which serves as a reminder for the 
individual to make changes in the 
information if necessary. 

The "Medic Alert" bracelet or neck
lace has engraved on it the member's 
identification number, his/her type of 
condition and a twenty-four hour toll
free phone number to the "Medic Alert" 
emergency center. The center has the 
member's "Medic Alert" file that has 
all important data about the patient, 
the name of the family physician, 
blood type and insurance information. 

The more that is known about a 
patient in an emergency the quicker 
and easier it is to treat him or her. 

For more information write "Medic 
Alert," Turlock, California 95381 or 
call their toll-free number 1-800-344-
3226. 

Poetry contest 
By Donna Tilley 

Any college student attending is 
eligible to submit his verse to the 
recently announced national poetry 
contest. There is no limitation as to 
theme or form. (Shorter forms of work 
are preferred by the judges, because of 
space.) Each poem must be printed or 
typed on a separate sheet of paper, and 
must have the name and home address 
of the student, and the COLLEGE 
ADDRESS as well. All entrants should 
include the name of their English 
instructor. Manuscripts should be sent 
to: NATIONAL POETRY PRESS, 
Box 218, Agoura, CA 91301. The 
closing date for the submission of 
manuscripts is November 5th. 

New director heads nursing 
By Steve Remollino 

As of the Fall, 1982 semester, 
Dr. Annie Wilson has assumed the role 
of Director of Nursing for College of 
the Mainland. She has a B.S. in Nurs
ing from Texas A&M University, a 
M.S. in Medical/Surgical Nursing from 
Indiana University, and a doctorate in 
Public Health from the University of 
Texas School of Public Health in 
Houston. 

As Director of Nursing, Dr. Wilson's 
duties are for the most part adminis
trative in nature. However, she does 
plan to teach a course in professional 
development in the spring. 

Currently, Dr. Wilson is writing a 
report to get the College of the Main
land nursing program reaccredited. 
According to Dr. Wilson, a nursing 
program must get reaccredited every 
eight years by the State Board of 
Texas. And, she assures that the col
lege will have no difficulty getting 
reaccredited. There have been rumors 

that the college had lost its accredita
tion, but Dr. Wilson says that the 
college was merely put on probation 
due to the low test scores of last year. 
The test scores this year were high 
enough to assur~ the college of reaccre
ditation. 

Of course, the best known aspects 
of the COM nursing program a.re the 
high standards expected of students. 
Students must take both the "core cur
riculum" courses, such as English, 
history, and psychology, as well as 
nursing courses. 

Students who wish to enter the nurs
ing program need to do the following: 
(1) take the appraisal test, (2) com
plete the application, (3) have a phys
ical examination, (4) be interviewed by 
the admission academic committee, 
and (5) be one of those that fits into the 
quota allowed in the program (as with 
many programs, the nursing program 
could be overloaded). 
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S.A.B. vows to stamp-out apathy 
By Donna Tilley and Steve Remollino 

Business major Mike Durisseau, a 
student with long experience in stu
dent government, was named COM's 
new Student Activities Board (S.A.B.) 
president. "I might be able to do some
thing about the apathy and the non
participation of the people in this 
school," he said. 

Other S.A.B. officers included: 
Patrici!3 Wells, vice-president; Denise 
Olivares, secretary; Kelly Schroder, 
treasurer and George Spencer, parlia
mentarian. 

Each S.A.B. officer received a $100 
scholarship. In return, S.A.B. officers 
plan and promote events on campus, 
communicate with the various clubs on 
campys and interface with the admin-i-...-----
istration. 

Mike Durisseau has taken two out
of-town trips, one to the National 
Association of Campus Activities, in 
order to learn to plan activities eff ec
tively. "I get all kinds of ideas from 
places I go and people I meet," he said. 

Durisseau admitted that, "Right now, 
I don't know what would interest peo
ple here--what they want to do, want 
to see and want to hear." 

He would like to put on a film series, 
including popular films such as "Star 
Trek II." "It's really depressing when 
you have maybe fifty or one hundred 
people out of three thousand show up 
for some event," he said. "I'm going 

to try to put on a variety of activities 
this year and solve the participation 
problem." 

Patricia "Trish" Wells, a pre-med 
major, claimed to take a different tack 
by unifying the divisions (humanities, 
tech-voe, science-math, etc.) as a 
whole. Everybody is for their own de
partments," she said. "Perhaps we 
can unify the.m." 

Wells has worked on organizing a 
country-western dance with live band. 
The dance will be held on Nov. 19, 
and admission will be a donation of 
chips and dip. Another dance planned 
for later this year would demand a 
donation of one can of food for admis
sion. The canned goods would be dis
tributed to·needy families. 

Wells a!so opted for an active guest
lecturer series featuring the famous, 
such as F. Lee Bailey, or the unusual, 
such as a "pair of demonologists" that 
were featured recently on Houston 
television. "They were so neat," she 
said. 

Last Year'i; S.A.B. president, Denise 
Olivares, a physical education major, 
was named secretary this year. "This 
is going to be a bigger challenge than 
last year," she said. "Last year, we 
went to workshops and conventions, 
but did not do anything with the mate
rial. This year we want to get all the 
clubs and organizations together." 

Olivares' job will be short-lived since 
she plans to leave in the spring semes-

Create your own gifts 
By Patricia Wall 

This year Christmas presents a 
challenge to most of us since many 

· people are "shopping" for jobs, not 
Christmas presents. 

The following are just a few ideas to 
help you have a nice Christmas on a 
low budget: 

Make your own cards. Construction 
paper and markers are all the supplies 
you need to do ~is. 

Large families can draw names from 
a hat. Each person shops only for one 
family member, instead of for the 
whole family. The same method can 
be used for gifts for co-workers. Set a 

dollar amount on the price of the gift 
so you don't over or under spend. 

Shop at Christmas bazaars held by 
churches, schools and clubs since bar
gains can sometimes be found at these. 

Create your own gifts such as jars of 
candy, fruit baskets, baked goods, etc. 
. Time doesn't cost anything at all. 

Giving someone some of your time 
could be the most valuable gift of all 
and probably the least expensive. Send 
a friend or relative an 1.O.U. for lawn 
work, a car wash, repairs around the 
house, a home-cooked meal after the 
holidays or just anything that means 
you'll be spending extra time with that 
person. 

ter. "The social science division will be 
hunting for someone else next semes
ter to help out." 

Interior design major Kelly Schro
der, the S.A.B.'s treasurer, vowed to 
watch the organization's money care
fully. "I'm a natural born cheap
skate," she said._ "I'm an ex-book
keeper. I try to squeeze as much out of _ 
every cent as I possibly can." 

As treasurer, Schroder must approve 
money requests from clubs and orga
nizations on campus and must oversee 
expenditures for S.A.B. special events. 
She claimed to be equal to the job: 
"My main talent is organization, and 
I'm interested in seeing that every cent 
is spent as well as it possibly can." 

George Spencer, a technical-voca-

-
tional major, was named parliamen
tarian, the person responsible for 
advising S.A.B. members on proper 
procedures and rules of order. Being 
affiliated with tech-voe, Spencer 
claimed that "many of the tech-voe 
students get neglected as far as stu
dent activities go." He planned to 
remedy this by inviting a variety of 
guest lecturers including 3- C.P.A. who 
could speak to accounti.:.~ students on 
the rigors of passing the C.P.A. exam. 
Other individuals could · speak on 
topics relating to drafting and indus
trial education. 

George Spencer hopes to renew 
interest in COM activities, to make 
COM a place to "both learn in and 
have fun in." 

Chorale features "Messiah" 

COM Chorale 
The Mainland Chorale will be sing

ing a selectioh of Christmas favorites 
on Sunday, Dec. 12 at 4 p.m. at St. 
J(?hn's United Methodist Church, 
Texas ,City. The public is invited and 
admission is free. The music featured 
will include selections from the "Mes
siah," Christmas-folk songs and some 
traditional spirituals. 

The Studio Singers, a select group 
of soloist,_s, will join COM's Stage Band 
for a pr~gram of jazz and top-40's 
tunes. The concert will take place 
Thursday, Dec. 9 at 7:30 p.m. in th(! 
LRC Auditorium. Admission fs free. 
The music program will include very 
popular hits such as "Fame," "Song
bird," and ''The Body Electric." 



Mr. Manners 
goes to the movies 

By Steve RemolUno 

I felt like getting a knife and stabbing 
a few of the people at the . theatre 
where I saw "Halloween III." The thea
tre was a dump (I won't give the name), 
an absolute trash bin with sticky 
syrupy floors and roaches that dive 
bomb people from the ceiling: The 
movies were only $1 all day Sunday 
and Monday. I tried to save some 
money. BIG mistake. 

Back to the people. Trashy people 
populate trashy places, I soon found 
out. The theatre let unaccompanied 
children in to see R-rated films (I hope ~ 
the MPAA is reading this). Besides 
that, all three types of obnoxious thea
tre-goers were there: the "translator 
for the stupid," the "noisemaker," and 
the "nasty child." 

Sitting three rows behind me was 
the "translator for the stupid." She is 
the person who explains everything 
that is going on onscreen to everyone 
who is in earshot. You can usually tell 
who the translator for the stupid is 
because she usually reads the credits 
aloud. Luckily, a sex scene in "Hallo
ween III" shut our translator's trap for 
the rest of the show. 

The next type of person I encoun
tered at the so-called theatre was the 
"noisemaker." There are two cate
gories of noisemakers, the "Constant 
Talker" and the "lmprovisor." My 
improvisor was amazingly original for 
a person with as much sense as a , 
doorknob. She sat behind me and pro
ceeded to molest the ice in her soda 
cup with her straw. The people on both 
sides of me were complaining amongst 
themselves, so I, being the faithful and 
brave moviegoer that I am, turned 
around and said, "I really don't think 
there is any soda left in that cup." She 
proceeded to look at her girlfriend, 
giggle, and make more noise than 
before. 

The ~nasty child" also comes in two 
types: the "sickie" and the "brat." The 
sickie sat directly behind my mother. 
He seemed to be infected with virtually 
every disea~e known to man, most 
notably whooping cough. He whooped 
for about twenty minutes and then 
either died or ,Upped into a coma, I'm 
not sure which. The second type of 
nasty child, the brat. kept filling a bal
loon with air and letting it whiz above 
the heads of those of us who, for some 
reason, had come to the theatre to 
watch a movie, of all things. Finally, 
the brat's balloon popped or he was 
stabbed by someone who had been 
driven insane. · 

By this time, I was totally disgusted 
with the world and stabbed six people 
in the theatre mentally and wished I 
had the weapon to do it physically. 
Next time I want to see a movie, I think 
I'll go to the driv~-in. At least there all 
you have to put up with is marijuana 
smoke and the smell of warm Coors. 

Ebenezer Scrooge returns 
By Donna Tilley 

"A Christmas Carol," based on the 
novel by Charles Dickens, opens Thurs
day, Dec. 2 and plays until Dec. 19 at 
College of the Mainland's theatre. 
Performances are 8:00 p.m. Thurs
day, Friday and Saturday, and 2:30 
p.m. on Sunday. · 

The set and the costumes are both . 
going to be lavishly represented by 
Pepper Ross, the theatre's new ace 
costume and set designer, hired from 
Oklahoma Theater Center. 

, "A Christmas Carol" tells the story 
, of Scrooge, the "mean~st man ever," 
'- who is visited by three ghosts during 

, Christmas Eve night. They warn him 
~ !~s!, , to mend his stingy ways. On Christ-

( ~ mas morning, Scrooge wakes up not. 

Jack Westin, the show's director, 
says, "She is doing a beautiful, beauti
ful job." 

The lighting designer, Angela Young, 
is planning some great effects which 
she refuses to reveal. She promises 
she will .deliver a "Christmas Carol" 
to remember for years to come. 

the hateful man he was before he went 
to bed but a delightful and loving 
individual. 

There are 48 people in th_e cast. 
1 George Pheneger, a professional actor, 

\ portrays Scrooge, Daniel Christiaens 
plays Bob Cratchit and Steve Cowan 
will be portraying Marley's ghost. 

"We are treating the show a little 
differently this year," Westin says, 
"Last year we played the show in the 
round. This year we are playing it 'in 
the thrust' with the audience on three 
sides. This means that although we 
can't seat as many per performance, 
we can give them better scenery." 

Christmas flicks are drips 

By Steve Remollino 

Christmas is coming, how joyful it 
will be; Steve and his movies at the 
Cinema III. Christmas in November? 
Well, folks, you have to realize that 
this is a double issue and they expect 
me to list every major holiday that falls 
between October and December in this 
issue. 

To start off, let's travel back to All 
Hallow's Eve with "Halloween Ill
Season of the Witch." "Halloween Ill" 
tells of an evil toymaker who decides 
to kill off all of the children in the 
U.S.A. 'via a trio of masks implanted 
with a combination of computer tech
nology and witchcraft. The film lacks 
the scares of its predecessors but 'fea
tures an interesting storyline. 

After enduring "Halloween III", I 
came home to watch some films on 
cable T.V. At least with films on the 
home screen, one does not have to put 
up with the theatre trash (both in the 
seats and on the floor, and the walls, 
and the ceiling, etc.). 

First up was "Paternity," a so-called 
comedy with · Burt Reynolds. Sorry 
Burt, but this just isn't funny. The plot 
tells of a man who wants a child but 
does not want a wife. Enter Beverly 
D' Angelo as a starving trumpet player 
who could use the money. They meet; 
they (censored); she gets pregnant; 
she falls in love with him; 'he wants no 
part of her; she leaves; he's sorry; they 
kiss; they get married; they have six 
girls; I fall asleep. It's not funny. It's 
cute in spots but it is not funny. Out of 
• • • •, "Paternity" gets a • • for effort, 
and nothing more. 

Next up is "So Fine," which proba
bly should be renamed "SO SO." So 
so what, you might ask. So so silly, 
so so contrived, so so muddled, so so 
unreal. So is "So Fine," a "comedy 
about a fashion designer whose son 
falls into and out of bed with a mob
ster's wife gets a • ½ out of • • • •. 

Next up is "Blood Beach," a film 
that sucks, literally. It seems that 
there's this beach, see. And all these 
people are disappearing, see. And 
people think they're drowning, see. 
Oh, you don't see? Well don't see 
"Blood Beach" because you don't see 
the monster that's sucking the people 
under the sand until the last five min
utes of the movie. And when you finally 
do see the monster, you say, "That's 
the monster?" That's it. Looks like a 
Hoover, doesn't it? I give it½ out of 
• • • • because of the scenes where the 

· people get sucked under the sand. 
Everybody hit the beach! 

Finally, we have an encore presen
tation of "The Howling," a fairly effec
tive horror movie that boasts amazing 
make-up by Rob Bottin, the man who 
created this year's "The Thing." There's 
werewolves in them there hills and this 
film's got them. The transformation 
scenes are, I think, ·better than those 
in "An American Werewolf in London." 
The story bogged down in spots, but 
overall, the film is thoroughly fright
ening, and yes, something to howl 
about. "The Howling" rates a • • ½ out 
of••••. 
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Students want more 
By lnterCOM Staff 

A poll is only as good as the number 
of people polled. The only J"eally repre
sentative poll is one in which every 

· person expresses an opinion. 
The lnterCOM poll is no different. 

The questionnaire was available to all 
students through the lnterCOM itself. 
We also distributed 620 questionnaires 
to 25 instructors with a request to 
administer and return them to the 
lnterCOM. Of the 2000 questionnaires 
printed in the newspaper, six were 
returned to us by November 8, a week 
after the announced deadline. Of the 
620 questionnaires administered in 
classes, 200 came back by the ap
pointed deadline, and those from 
instructors who are known to be con
scientious, dedicated and hard-work
ing. The results might reflect the very 
select nature of these instructors since 
60% of the questionnaires were filled 
out by first year students whose expo
sure to COM instructors may be 
limited to these individuals. 

However, we were gratified to find 
that students often used the margins 
and the remarks section to expand on 
their perceptions. 

The following are the results of our 
survey: 

1. Prior to registration, did you seek 
an adviser and get good advisement, 
seek an adviser and not get help, or did 
not seek an adviser? Our survey showed 
ha 50% sought an adviser and were 

satisfied, 8% were dissatisfied and 42% 
never sought an adviser. One com
plained that: "Many students need 
individual counseling about courses 
before registering for the next semes
ter." 

2. Do COM teachers teach accord
ing to a course document? An over- · 
whelming majority, 90%, responded 
that teachers did teach according to 
documents. 

3. Are your instructors prepared for 
class? 85% responded that they were 
always prepared, 10% said "some
times" prepared, and 5 % said "never" 
prepared. Teachers varied. One stu
dent said: "Most are, some aren't." 

4. Are your instructors available 
during office hours? 90% said teachers 
were often or sometimes available 
while 10% complained they were 

never available. One said: "I haven't 
tried to reach. her during office hours," 
and another said, ''I just don't know," 
which seems to indicate that students 
don't bother to take advantage of an 
instructor's office hours. 

5. Are instructors available during 
office hours? About 70% said their 
instructors were never absent, 25 % 
complained they were "sometimes" 
absent and the rest responded they 
were "often" absent. "Some instructors 
are too laid back about getting to class 
on time," said one. As a rule, teachers 
should never be absent from class 
unless it's due to severe illness, death 
in the family, jury duty or something 
like that. Substitutes should be pro
vided., whenever possible. 

6. Are you challenged by your 
classes? 50% were "often" challenged, 
30% were "sometimes" challenged 
and the rest were never challenged. 
"It depends on the course," said one. 
Math and science majors consistently 
felt a high degree of challenge from 
their instructors. 

7. Do you feel you're learning a 
great deal, enough to get by or nothing 
in your course? 70% said a great deal 
25% enough to get by. Again students 
did distinguish between courses here: 
"I learned a great deal in physics and 
nothing in English." Another said: "A 
great deal in psychology and enough 
to get by in English." 

8. Do you feel prepared to go on to 
a university? Only 35% said they felt 
absolutely prepared, 50% said they 
were prepared in some subjects but 
not others and the rest felt they weren't 
prepared at all. "I feel many of the 
classes are not preparing me for a 
four-year university," said one. "They 
do not expect you to work up to par." 
Another said: "The only thing I feel I 
could take at a four-year college is 
physics. Unfortunately, that is not my 
major." 

9. Are instructors here too strict, too 
lenient or Just right? 70% said they 
were just right, a good mixture between 
strict and lenient, while 18% said they 
were too strict and 12% too lenient. 
"Some are lenient, some are out to 
kill." One noted that all were a perfect 
blend of strict and lenient, "except COM 
writing teachers." One working stu
dent said, "I would like to see teachers 

More police security 

more lenient homework-wise toward 
people that have to work long hours." 
Another claimed the opposite: "I think 
instructors are strict in what they 
expect out of their students and lenient 
in the sense that they care about stu
dents. They haven't forgotten how it 
was when they were students, espe
cially if they worked." 

10. What are the instructors' atti
tudes toward their Jobs? 70% said COM 
instructors love to teach. 20% said 
teaching was "just a job" to the COM 
instructors while a few complained 
that their teachers didn't seem to care 
at all. Some students showed that 
instructors varied widely, by circling 
more than one answer. 

11. When yor,, receive a grade, did 
you understand why you got the grade 
and what was exp~cted of you? 80% 
responded that they knew exactly why 
they got their grades while a minority 
didn't understand what was expected 
of them and why they got the grade. 

12. Do youfeel COM is alot like high 
school, harder than high school, or 
like a four-year university? 50% said 
it was harder than high school, 15 % 
thought it was just like a university and 
35% thought COM was like high 
school. One student said: "COM is to 
(sic) much like high school" and yet 
another claimed it was "easier than 
high school." One grunted that: "I 
don't know where the easy idea comes 
from. Come to the math-science 
department sometime and see how 
'easy' and 'high-schoolish' the curri
culum is!" 

13. Can you get individual help from 
your instructor? 60% said they could, 
30% said only "sometimes." Orie said, 
"You can't get help, except from 
tutors." Another said: "I very seldom 
seek help from an instructor--there are 
some I feel I could get help from, but 
from others, I wouldn't want to." The 
need for more individual help in the 
remarks section scored high on 25 % 
of all the questionnaires. We found 
this fact mystifying since 90% of stu
dents said their instructors were 

always or sometimes available during 
office hours, time that is set aside 
specifically for students to come in for 
individual help. 

14. How do you handle a complaint? 
25 % said they felt they could complain 
and get action, while only 10% com
plained and didn't get any action. The 
majority, 35%, did not know to whom 
to complain and the rest didn't com
plain at all. Some "had no complaints." 
Another said: "A complaining person 
only gets on a blacklist--nothing gets 
improved." One said: ''The chairman 
of the department cares and listens to 
students." In fact, students should first 
discuss any complaint they might 
have with the instructor, if that's pos
sible. Otherwise, students can have 
recourse to the chairman of the depart
ment, and then Dr. Pope, Dean of 
Instruction and Student Development, 
Dr. Sundermann, COM's President, 
and the Board of Trustees. 

In the remarks section, many stu
dents called for much more police 
security, more classroom space and 
more extracurricular and social activ
ities. Other remarks included calls for: 
day care for children, more parking, 
extended library hours ("especially 
weekends"), intramural sports, more 
teachers for "crowded courses like 
computer science," "better equipment 
in the electronics lab," special smoking 
areas, smaller classes (so students and 
instructors can have "closer relation
ships"), "more organization in the 
nursing lab," additional classes so that 
students "would not have to choose 
between two classes scheduled at the 
same time and not offered at any other 
time," and less audio-visual material 
("nothing can compare to actual 
instruction"). 

Most students who responded to the 
survey thought that COM was a "good 
school." One student said: "I think 
COM is one of the most eductied col
lege I be too (sic)." The lnterCOM 
staff expressed doubt that this particu
lar student has been well served by 
COM. 



Sure ways to get those A's 
By Joe Richards 

Having trouble passing your classes? 
You may save your grade point aver
age by knowing what teachers expect 
from students. 

Physics instructor John Hubisz 
expects students to attend every class. 
not just for the text material but to 
interact with other students. Even 
though some students work all day and 
are tired, "it doesn't excuse them from 
attending classes and doing their work 
on time," says Janet Burkett, an English 
instructor. And as Johnette Plantz. an 
instructor in the Business Division. 
points out, students who miss classes 
regularly usually do poorly. So attend
ing classes is a good start to better 
grades. 

It's also a good idea to do your 
assigned work. Says Johnette Plantz, 
"If I ask them to do something, I 
expect them to do it." Janet Burkett 
expects her -students to get their work 
in on time, "because this is a college 
level course and I expect the credit to 
transfer as college credit." As psycho
logy instructor Lee Yorn points out, if 
you don't do your homework. "how do 
you know what you don't know?" 

Once you have made it to class and 
done your assignments, you can par
ticipate in class. Cla~s participation is 
important. By asking questions and 

expressing opinions, students can take 
what they learn and enter it into a 
"lively and reasonable exchange of 
opinions with those of their peers," 
says Bob Handy, Director of Inter
national Education. Only through this 
exchange of opinions and ideas can a 
student get a feel for how his opinions 
compare to those of his peers. 

As a result, teachers try to motivate 
their students to ask questions in class. 
"I've had to force them to ask ques
tions," says John Hubisz. Johnette 
Plantz says, "I really want them to ask 
questions. My biggest pet peeve is 
when they don't ask questions about 
something they don't understand." _ 

It is also important that students can 
put their thoughts down clearly in 
print. "A good English student," says 
Janet Burkett, "should be able to write 
an essay in any other course of study. 
By the time he finishes English 131, 
he should be able to clarify his 
thoughts, organize ideas. and express 
himself well." He should also, says 
John Hubisz, "know when he has 
completed the answer to a question, 
and know how to use a dictionary." 

Students should also "pay attention 
to current social issues so that what 
they learn can be related to real-life 
situations," says Lee Yorn. "It is also 
important students understand how 
their studies carry over into other 

Taking tests 
without fears, jeers or tears 

By Patricia Wall 

Zelda Rick, continuing education 
coordinator for Arts and Humanities, 
says that COM students can improve 
their test scores by following eight 
simple steps. 

Before a test, a student should: 
1. Get a test-book (or more than 

one) and take a practice test for diag
nostic purposes. There are test prepa
ration books for most major tests. 

2. Set a study schedule that meets 
your own needs and your own life style, 
and stick to it no matter what (except 
for major emergencies). 

3. Use your practice test results to 
decide how best to use your study 
schedule. Make a plan which devotes 
most time to those areas in which you 
are weakest. 

4. Do not study the day/ night 
before the test. Throw a frisbee, go to 
a movie or ride a bicycle - whatever 
you do to relax. 

5. Practice-practice-practice. Take 
as many practice tests as you can find, 
just to get used to taking tests. 

When actually taking the test, the 
student should: 

6. Read the directions and ques
tions carefully. Many errors are made 
by failing to understand or follow 

directions. 
7. Go through the test section, 

answering those questions you can 
answer easily. Then go back to the 
hard ones. Remember, you are not 
expected to answer all the questions. 
You are scored on those questions you 
do answer. Be sure to mark your 
answers in the correct place on the 
answer sheet. 

8. Guess if you don't know the 
answer. On most tests you are not 
penalized for wrong answers ( even if 
you are, the penalties are usually 
small). By statistical probabilities, you 
are no worse off, and probably better 
off, if you guess. But before you guess, 
try to reduce the odds by eliminating 
the answers you know are wrong. 

Improved study habits should help 
too. "Not many of us can study well at 
home in front of the lV," says Bill 
Spillar, Director of Adult Basic Educa
tion. 

Spillar stressed that time manage
ment is very important. "Most people 
could benefit by making better use of 
their time," he suggests. "The film 
strip series entitled 'Time Manage
ment' is available for students who 
want to .know how to organize their 
time in the Leaming Resources Center 
on the second floor." 

areas of studies," says Janet_Burkett. 
Also, students should be able "to 

evaluate information so that they can 
think critically. Get enough facts so 
that you can think," says Le~ 
Yorn. She points out that in studies 
such as social science, "It's important 
that you think because of the complex
ity of the situation. There are no black 
and white answers." Students must be 
patient, she says, and take more 
int~rest in the processes, not in the 

answers. 
Finally, after all is done, grades 

(shudder) come next. Lee Yorn wants 
all her students to get good grades but 
not to have any unrealistic expecta
tions. If you follow these teachers' 
advice, your grades should improve. 
If they don't. well, "Grades," says Lee 
Yorn, "don't always show how much 
they learn." 

But good grades sure do help your 
grade point average. 

Get smart-get involved 

By Joe Richards 

College of the Mainland is a com
muter college where students tend to 
go to their classes and go home. 

Yet many students still want some 
type of student activity and, as Bob 
Handy says, "Everyone's interested in 
something. We've just got to find out 
what it is." 

Student Activity Board (S.A.B.) 
president Mike Durisseau is interested 
in getting more on-campus activities. 
"We definitely need more activities, 
but we can't do much with the money 
we have," he says. The S.A.B. is try
ing t_o raise the student activities fee 
from the maximum $7.50 to $10.00 
(How many of you even knew that you 
paid a student activity fee?). 

"I would like to have a film series 
myself," said Durisseau. "A gameroom 
stocked with the latest video games 
would also be a killer idea," he said. 

The S.A.B. is not the students' only 
source of student activities. College 
of the Mainland's sports department 
has many different activities for stu
dents to participate in. 

The Gulf Coast Council on Foreign 
Affairs presents guest speakers, on or 
off campus, speaking on world-wide 
issues, such as the U.S. and the Euro
pean economy, PLO-Israeli future 

relations, and so on. Also, in the spring 
there will be the Great Decisions pro
gram in which students can discuss 
their solutions to world problems. 

In hopes of increasing student inter
est in foreign affairs, a group of stu
dents got together in October and 
formed the International Student 
Assembly, a new organization on 
COM's campus. The group hopes to 
attract a good ethnic cross section, 
many people from different cultural 
backgrounds, in order to make stu
dents realize that no one is "foreign." 
Guest lectures and monthly interna
tional buffets will be featured by the 
group. 

And don't forget one of CO M's most 
successful activities, the theatre. Stu
dents are urged to attend productions 
and receive discounts. Also, if you 
think you are a good actor, audition 
for one of the productions. You don't 
have to be a drama major to land a 
role. 

Dr. Pope, Dean of Instruction, sug
gests that students "can help other 
students with their income taxes, hold 
blood drives and create a fund for 
crippled children." 

As counselor Warren Dodson says, 
"I wish students would stop complain
ing (about a lack of activities), and 
start doing something about it." 



Hotline 
·to 

President 
· Seepage 2 

College of the Mainland Student Publication 

What's 
Happening 

Seepage4 

Campus face lift begins 
by Doug Walker 

A landscaping and beautification project has 
begun on College of the Mainland campus. 

The first phase of the project, kicked off in 
December and now in progress, is the landscap
ing of the three esplanades, or sections of land 
dividing the parking lot in front of the Administra
tion Building, according to Mrs. Herb Langford, 
president of the Landscaping and Beautification 
Advisory Committee. 

The work began when seven palm trees were 
uprooted by machinery and transplanted on the 
west side of the Fine Arts Building. Also, trucks 
hauled in dirt to form mini mountains, or burms, on 
the c:plnnades. 

A long-range ~aster plan for the campus land
scaping project is being developed by Urban 
Landscape Architects and paid for by a $2,000 
contribution from the Texas City-La Marque Board 
of Realtors and the Women's Council of the group. 

"This master plan should be completed by sum
mer. We gave first priority to finishing plans for the 
esplanades so we could get the work started," 
said Phil Clark, dean of College & Financial Ser_. 
vices, who is overseeing the project. 

It could take up to 10 years to complete the 
entire plan, depending on the amount of funding 
received, said Mrs. Langford. 

While no definite plans have been developed for 
the rest of the campus, there have been discus
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Spring enrollment blossoms 
by Joe Richards 

College of the Mainland's spring enrollment 
rose 14 percent over last spring's count. 

Administrators say that an unofficial count 
revealed that 3,206 students have enrolled this 
spring compared to last year's 2,745. 

Dr. Robert Johnston, COM director of admis
sions and records, attributes the "dramatic" 
increase to three factors: a faltering economy, 
the addition of the "Learn and Earn" program and 
the low college tuition. 

The "Learn and Earn" program which is 
designed to hire and retrain unemployed residents 

of the college district has 150-people enrolled in 
it. COM officials believe the program is the first 
of its kind in the country. 

"The current bleak economic situation is a fac
tor in the strong enrollment increase," Johnston 
said. 

"When people cannot find jobs, they feel it is 
a good time to acquire new career skills or upgrade 
their present skills. Also, many parents can no 
longer afford to send their children away to col
lege. They realize the community college can offer 
the first year of a bachelor's degree at a fraction 
of the cost. " 

These students lining halls In the Administration Building during spring registration helped to 
push COM enrollment figures.to an all-time high. 

Derrick 
Doll 

See page2 

Feb~uary, 1983 

Seven palm trees were recently uprooted by 
machinery and transplanted on the west side of 
the Fine Arts Building to make room for 22 six· 
foot-tall oak trees to be planted on the espla· 
nades In the parking lot In front of the Admlnls· 
tratl~n Building. 

Save a life 
by Joe Richards 

A free cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) 
workshop will be conducted 9 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Saturday, Feb. 26, in College of the Mainland's 
Teaching Auditorium. 

The workshop, sponsored by Danforth Hospital, 
COM, and the Texas City Fire and Police Depart
ments, is the beginning of a city-wide push to 
make citizens aware of the need for CPR training, 
and it coincides with the American Heart Associa
tion's annual heart month held in February. 

'' It is probably going to be the most valuable six 
hours that anyone could spend in their lives,'' says 
Debbie Conley, director of continuing education 
for the Mathematics, Health and Natural Sciences 
Division. 

"This information could help you save some
..one's llfe." 
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Face lift begins ... 
sions about adding benches, picnic tables, etc., at 
various locations. 

Funds and the master landscape plan will be the 
deciding factor about these items, said Dean Clark. 

Hopefully, leaders of the project said, "the land
scaping of the esplanades will attract attention and 
generate enthusiasm so that organizations will 
want to help finance the rest of the landscaping.'' 

Passersby have noticed with curiosity that the 
stone College of the Mainland marker has been 
lifted and set to one side In order to construct a 
higher foundation for it. Plants will be located 
around the base when it is put in place. 

Next, the burms or mini hills will be smoothed 
and sloped to extend the length of the esplanades. 
Following this, conduits for water sprinklers and 
outdoor ground lighting will be built. 

The college is funding the first part of the 
project and the COM Maintenance crew is working 
on it along with students of the "Learn and Earn" 
program. 

The first phase will include the planting of 22 
six-foot-tall oaks, shrubs and ground cover. Shrubs 
and flowers circling the stone COM marker at the 
entrance of the parking lot will be seasonal and 
provide a variety of color, said Dean Clark. 

It is also hoped that the initial phase will include 
a landscaped triangle at the intersection of Amburn 
Road and Palmer Highway. 

The second phase is to include work on the 
parking lot in front of the Student Center, the 
grounds in front of the Student Center, the area 
surrounding the lake, and campus grounds around 
the Administration Building, the Learning Resources 
Center and the Math-Science Building area. 

The third phase is expected to deal with Stall
worth Square, between the Administration·, Fine 
Arts and Physical Education Buildings, with the 
fourth phase involving the mall area in the middle 
of the campus. 

The latter phases are hoped to be funded by 
members of the community through private dona
tions, said Mrs. Langford. 

In conjunction with the landscaping project, a 
manual for the care and maintenance of the plants 
was prepared by Preston Poole, retired Galveston 
County Extension agent. 

Derrick cheerleader 

Something to cheer about 
by Tricia Wall 

Being a Derrick Doll has "helped me grow up a 
lot because you have lots of responsibilities,'' says 
Karen Guss. Karen has been a Houston Oilers 
cheerleader for two years and wants to be one 
again next year. 

She is currently taking six hours here at College 
of the Mainland and is majoring in Radio and TV 
Broadcasting. Karen says she wants to be either 
a sports editor 6r broadcaster. But "more than 
anything," she wants to be a model. 

According to Karen, "it's not the money," but 
the "close friendships that have formed" between 
her and other Derrick Dolls that she likes the most 
·about her job. She says her teammates are "like 
sisters." 

Among the disadvantages of being an Oiler, 
cheerleader are "driving back and forth to Hous
ton," and the "drunk and obscene fans," the Der
rick Doll says. She also dislikes it when she's with 
a friend or a guy who introduces her as Karen and 
then says, she's a Derrick Doll. "I want people to 
like me for who I am, not what I am," says Karen. 

One of the rules the Dolls must follow is to 
"mingle as little as possible with the players," 
according to Karen. Dating a Houston Oiler is for
bidden and can result in getting kicked off the 
squad, she says. 

Being late for practice can also get you kicked · 
off the squad, she said. During football season the 

cheerleaders practice twice a week and four hours 
before each game. 

To stay In shape Karen runs at least one to one
and-half mil_es a day or does some kind of exercise 
every day. She also plays lots of racquetball at 
COM. Gymnastics is her favorite sport and she has 
been doing it since she was 8 years old. Karen 
confided that she used to want to be an Olympic 
gymnast. 

Her favorite player is Houston Oller No. 22, Billy 
Kay. Karen's favorite team is tHe Oakland Raiders 
but she confessed, "I'm for the OIiers when Oak
land plays them." 

Presently, Karen is a semi-finalist in the Miss 
Houston Pageant. She is among the 72 contes
tants competing to become one of the 12 finalists 
in the pageant. Then one of the 12 finalists goes to 
the Miss Texas Pageant competition. 

Karen has been featured in several publications 
since she's been a Derrick Doll. She was on the 
cover of the January issue of "Texas Sport Maga
zine" and has also been featured Inside the maga
zine as well. In the September Football Digest, she 
was picked as one of the best NFL cheerleaders, 
and she has also appeared in the "Game Day 
Magazine." 

Her hobbies range from growing plants to danc
ing. "I love plants, the more the better," she says, 
adding "my room is full of them." Another love of 
hers is dancing. "When I go to a club, I don't go to 
drink or pick up guys, I go to dance," she con
cluded. 

Hotline to President 
When will outdoor lighting be Improved on COM 
campus In the evenings? 

In the very near future. Burned out lights have 
been replaced. New, additional lights are scheduled 
to be installed at the new. Vocational-Technical 
parking lot and in the Vocational-Technical Building 
area within a matter of weeks. · 

WIii there ever be picnic tables on campus? I 
heard someone say we'd be getting some soon? 

Plans are tc;, fix up the outdoor area of the Student 
Center by cleaning and enclosing the two patio 
areas. We can then put outdoor tables and chairs 
in the area for students to enjoy as they view the 
flora and winged fauna around Lake Eckert. 

In the future, will there be better Information 
about transferring to universities and colleges? 

Yes. The State Coordinating Board for ~lgher 
Educatron is currently preparing articulation guide
lines to improve the transfer process. Dr. Robert 
Johnson, registrar and director of admissions, is 
the person in charge of this at COM. Students 
should always take the initiative to contact the 
college/university to which they wish to transfer 
to be sure they are taking the proper transfer 
courses. Always consult the COM counselor in 
your academic division, so they can help too. 

Is there any truth to the rumor that you wish to, 
form a football program at COM? 

No. Is there any interest in our student body to 
participate in intercollegiate sports competition? 

College must pass test 
by Peggy Verkin 

The Self Study Committee of the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools will be visiting 
College of the Mainland on March 15-18 for an 
annual 10-year creditation. 

Twelve people from various cities in the 
southern United States, except Texas, will be 
examining the college. 

For the past two years the faculty, staff and 
administration have been compiling a 420-page 
report on 1 O different topics to be examined by 
this group. 

This inquiry will be headed by Dr. Bryan Brooks, 

president of Davidson County Community Colleges 
in Lexington, North Carolina. 

Faculty members, as many staff as possible and 
some students will be interviewed by the Self 
Study Committee. 

On Friday, March 18, there will be an exit inter
view, and a report on any recommendations will 
be given to COM. Any recommendations must be 
responded to by fall. 

In December an annual Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools will determine reaffirmation 
of credit. Without reaffirmation of credit, students' 
classes would possibly not transfer to major col
leges and universities. 



More 
than a 
coach 

SAC 

Students' Voice 
by Peggy Verkin 

The Student Advisory Council (SAC) is Iaking a 
close look at what is available in each department 
at College of the Mainland and how informed the 
students are on what is available. The SAC relates 
direct communication with members of the COM 
community and then makes recommendations to 
Dr. Justus D. Sundermann, president of COM. 

According to Martha Phipps, member of SAC, 
"Participation Is a key word in the council. By SAC 
members as well as COM students participating in 
elections as candidates and voters, the council 
will be a successful o·ne.'' 

"The SAC has accomplished much communi
cation with the COM community since the Council 
began," said Dr. Janith Stephenson, faculty 
advisor for SAC. · 

"Through the establishment of by-laws and pur
poses we have developed a credible means of 
communication among the campus community. We 
have established operating procedures, guidelines 
and have explored potential areas of further study,'' 
said Ms. Phipps. 

Many students at COM ask, "What is the pur
pose of the SAC?" Members of the council 
answer: "The purposes of SAC are to enhance 
effective planning and to provide orderly commu
nication of students, the faculty, the administra
tion and the community; foster student involve
ment; encourage college pride, spirit and self
esteem; and develop student leadership.'' 

Council members added, "The SAC is also a 
resource body to study, debate, research, analyze 
and formulate options regarding specific issues.'' 

According to Ms. Phipps, "The SAC helps stu
dents at COM in more than one way." Students 
participating in the council are helped by promot
ing development of skills, leadership, organization, 
self confidence and growth." 

"The council encourages and solicits student 
concerns, however, because the SAC is advisory 
in nature, it only has time to study one or two areas 
each semester. The council also encourages stu
dent ideas and suggestion~. but they are not a 
grievance board,'' said Ms. Phipps. 

Any communications to SAC can be left in Suite 
B of the Learning Resources Center, office of 
Dr. Janith Stephenson. She can also be contacted 
personally on campus. 

SAC members are Carol Carlson, chairperson; 
Ms. Phipps; Cindy Briggs; Michael Turner and . 
Susan Kirkpatrick. 

by Jeffrey Martin 

Paul William "Bear" Bryant had several mile
stones to reflect upon over his 38 years as a head 
coach, most of which other coaches only dream 
about. 

His 323 career victories exceed that of any 
other coach in the history of intercollegiate foot
ball. He coached the Crimson Tide of the Univer
sity of Alabama to six national championships, had 
four undefeated seasons and was named National 
Coach of the Year four times. 

These are but a few of the honors that were 
bestowed upon Bryant during his coaching career, 
which began in 1945 at Maryland before he moved 
to Kentucky, Texas A&M and finally, in 1958 to 
Alabama, his alma mater. 

This most successful collegiate football coach 
of all times, Bryant died of a heart attack on 
Jan. 26, 1983, shortly after he retired. He was 69. 

But teaching his pupils football was not his only 
gift. 

Bryant enjoyed seeing his players excel off the 
gridiron, watching · them mature into adults and 
taking their place in society. He felt their accom
plishments off the fieJd were far more Important 
than being a good football player. 

He always encouraged each player to be the 
best person he possibly could be at all times, 
regardless of the situation. 

To his players, Bryant was a friend, a father
figure and someone who was capable of molding 
one's character far beyond expectation. Some of 
his former players are now doctors or lawyers. 
Some are big businessmen, others are truck 
drivers or refinery workers. 

Several have been fortunate enough to play 
football professionally, and, at last count, 40 of 
his former players had decided to make coaching 
their profession. 

Whatever the case may be, they all have one 
thing in common, they all loved him, respected 
him and admired him for what he was: a true 

Students Michael Froebel (left), portraying Dr. Krogmeyer, and Keith Balley, playing Cear1c Soft· 
wicke, are a' kickin' their heels up in the musical comedy hit "Li'I Abner," running at COM's 
Community Theatre through March 5. 

What is it? 

Growing up in the limelight 
by Jeffrey Martin 

Keith Bailey and Mike Froebe! are two of College 
of the Mainland's more interesting students. 
Though they are both Computer Science majors, 
they also enjoy acting enormously. Collectively, 
they've performed in 27 plays, most of them at 
COM Community Theatre. 

Bailey, of Dickinson, and Froebe!, of Texas City, 
have both been performing on stage since the age 
of five. Obviously, both enjoy acting, but why? 

Says Bailey, "You get to meet people, and 
that's interesting." Froebe! agrees, but adds, 
"getting an immediate response is also rewarding." 

Bailey, who had done approximately 18 produc
tions for COM's Community Theatre including ''A 
Christmas Carol" and "Comedy of Errors,·: plans 
to transfer to University of Houston/Clear Lake 
City after ne~ year. Says Bailey, "I would also like 
to continue doing productions for COM and hope
fully other local theatres as well.·' 

Froebe! has done approximately nine produc
tions for COM and performed in "Oliver" at the 
Strand Street Theatre in Galveston. He has been 
in two cable TV productions: "Student Bodies" 
and "Liars Moon." 

Froebe! also plans to transfer to University of · 

Houston/Clear Lake City. He would like to continue 
performing on stage and hopefully "do a few 
movies." 

Bailey got into acting pretty much on his own, 
while Froebe! was inspired by his choir teacher. 

"He wanted me to try out for 'Oliver,' and after 
I did, I just wanted to continue acting," Froebe! 
says. 

Froebe! says his parents supported him all the 
way when he decided to become an actor, but 
Bailey confesses that his parents "were a bit 
skeptical about me becoming an actor.'' 

Although both are accomplished veterans of the 
stage, they still get nervous while performing. 

Bailey admits, "I get nervous during musicals 
when I have to sing and dance." 

Adds Froebe!, "When I'm performing with a 
group, I'm fine, but when I perform alone on stage, 
I get nervous.'' 

While both enjoy entertaining audiences, they 
have other interests as well. Bailey enjoys going 
to the theatre, reading and playing the video game 
'· Dungeons and Dragons.'' 

Froebe! enjoys shopping and video games, par
ticularly "Donkey Kong." 

Both are currently performing in COM's produc
tion of "Li· I Abner." 



Movies make 
COM debut 

by Tricia Wall 

As part of the film series launched on campus 
this spring, The Rocky Horror Picture Show will 
debut 12:30 p.m. , Thursday, March 10 in the 
Student Center. 

It will also be shown at midnight Saturday and 
Sunday, March 11 and 12. 

Mike Durisseau, COM Student Activity Board 
president, is responsible for starting the film series. 
He said the Board agreed that it would be a good 
way to get more students involved with campus 
activities. 

Other films, dates and times are as follows: 
• Shock Treatment, 12:30 p.m. , Thursday, 

April 14 and Friday, April 15 in the Teaching 
Auditorium. 

• Star Wars, 12:30 p.m., Thursday, May 5 and 
Friday, May 6 in the Teaching Auditorium. 

• Orson Welles' Citizen Kane, in either June 
or July. 

Admission to films is $1 for COM students and 
$1 .50 to the public. 

WHAT'S HAPPENING----
Drawing Competition 

College of the Mainland will host its biennial 
National Small Painting and Drawing Competition 
Thursday, March 10, through Thursday, March 14, 
in COM's Art Gallery. Gallery hours are .10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Monday through Thursday. Janet Fish, 
contemporary realist painter of New York, will be 
the competition judge. First prize will be an $800 
cash award, second prize will be a $400 purchase 
award and a $300 purchase award for third. 

Slide Show 
Janet Fish, contemporary realist painter, will 

present a slide discussion and lecture about-her 
work Thursday, March 10, at 7 p.m. in College of 
the Mainland's Teaching Auditorium. The slide 
lecture will be followed by the opening reception 
and presentation for Competition awards in the 
gallery. Ms. Fish Is recognized for her paintings 
of glass objects and their reflections. 

Posters of one of Janet Fish's paintings are on 
sale for $2 In the Fine Arts Office. 

Make A Doll 
Soft Sculpture Doll classes will be offered from 

10 a.m.-noon, Thursday, February 17. "Learn to 
make a soft sculpture doll--creatlvity knows no 
limits in this class," says Instructor Dee Leach. 
Classes will run four weeks. Fee is $1 O plus $5 
for materials. 

Crespo Exhibit 
Contemporary realist painter Mike Crespo has 

his work on exhibit in the College of the Mainland's 
Art Gallery until Feb. 24. The gallery is open from 
10 a.m. until 4 p.m., Monday through Thursday. 
The Crespo exhibition is made possible by a grant 
from Atlantic Richfield Foundation represented 
in Texas City by the Arco Pipeline Co. 

Poster Contest 
College of the Mainland's Art Association will 

sponsor a poster contest with a $50 prize fo'r the 
winning design. Poster entries should be turned 
in by Mar-eh 3 at the Fine Arts Department. A 
Renaissance theme (Romeo & Juliet) is preferred 
to be on the 14 inches by 20 inches poster. Every 
poster should contain this information: First 
annual COM Student Art Festival and Sale, 7 to 9 
p.m., Thursday, April 21; Romeo and Juliet play 
in conjunction at COM Community Theatre; and 
entertainment will be on hand. For more informa
tion, call ext. 348. 

Recruiter Coming 
A recruiter from Shell Inc. will be on campus 

March 23. Drafts persons _and those in other areas 
of business should find this of interest, says Tom 
Herman. "There are some jobs out there. Some 
people are recruiting. Applicants simply must have 
the skills the jobs require." For more information, 
contact Leroy August, ext. 287. 

Film Festival 
The Division of Arts and Humanities presents A 

Film Festival , "Works of Texas Film Makers," 
7-10 p.m., Friday, March 4 in the Teaching Audi
torium. The festival will consist of short films deal
ing experimentally with film and video. The festival 
is being conducted by the Texas Touring Arts 
Prog~am which is made possible by a grant from 
the Texas Commission on the Arts and the National 
Endowment for the Arts. There is a fee of $10. 

Makin Movies 
"The Language of FIim," a workshop, will be 

presented from 9:30 a.m~ p.m. , Saturday, 
March 5 in the Teaching Auditorium. The work
shop will be conducted by E. Hugetz, a well known 
teacher ot film, and will deal with script writing, 
how and when to use video, film scripts, slides 
and movies. 
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Learn & Earn 
not flaWless 

by Joey Richards 

College of the Mainland's new and Innovative 
Learn and Earn program has received national 

. attention and praise, yet It does have a few flaws, 
according to COM administrators. 

The program, which was created and put to use 
in three weeks prior to the current semester, was· 
formed to help the area's unemployed. 

Approxlmate!y 168 local residents signed up for 
~he program, which.allows them to enroll in classes 
while working on campus to pay their tuition and 
fees, pfus earn a little pocket money. 

''Our success overwhelmed us,'' says Phil Clark, 
dean of College and Financial Services, "the thing 
we were least prepared for is the thing we are 
the weakest in and that's supervision.' ' 

One of the problems of .supervision, says Dan 
Doyle, director of Financial Aid and Placement, 
is that '' people are still buying books and selling 
them and adding and dropping classes. Well, it 
doesn't just change the price of that book, it 
changes the whole work set-up. You are re-work
ing them all the time.·' 

" We were r:eally trying to come up with a pro
gram that would address itself to permit some 
relief to people out of work,·' says Clar : 

"We were not really looking for the person who 
had been a student here and just happened to be 
out of work now or was out of school a ·11ttle bit 
and that this became an easy avenue for him to 
come back. 

"What we were really trying to shoot for was the 
typical wage earner, the family support center, 
-that probably had just been laid-off," says Clark. 

Yet the sole criteria for enrolling in the Learn and 
Earn program Is to be registered with the Texas 
Employment Commission (TEC). 

"One of the problems created by that one guide-· 
line ·ts It permitted anybody who was registered 
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Houston Oller quarterback Glf· 
ford Nielson takes time out to 
sign autographs on the COM 
campus recently. (Photo by Tricia 
Wall) 
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Quarterback speaks off field 
by Jeffrey Martin · 

Houston Oiler quarterback Gifford Nielson paid 
a visit recently to College of the Mainland to speak 
to approximately 300 high school students about 
" competition." 

Nielson's talk was part of " Free Enterprise 
Day" sponsored by the Dickinson Chamber of 
Commerce and other local businesses. 

Top students from seven area high schools were 
invited to attend. 

Nielson stated that competition relates not only 
to sports, but the business world and life In 
general. 

''Everybody wants somebody else's job. Every
body wants to make better grades than their 
friends." 

He also stated that competition is good for a 
person, that It brings out the best In a person. 

"When I first came to the OIiers, Dan Pastorlni 
was the quarterback. Even though I was· only a 
rookie, Pastorini always knew I was there, and he 
knew I could play. My being -there made him a bet
ter quarterback,Jhat's competition_! 

"When I was drafted by the OIiers, I wanted to 
make the Houston Oiler football team. I set a goal 
to make the team, but I knew it was going to be 
hard." 

Nielson told the students that it had always been 
his dream as a kid to play in the NFL, but admitted 
that sometimes he feels like "the little high school 
quarterback who never gets to play.'' 

Nielson spoke briefly about the Pittsburgh 
Steelers and the dynasty they built during the 
'70s. He praised the Steelers' success, but noted 
they were not a one-man force. 

"Terry Bradshaw is a great quarterback, but 

he's great mainly because of the people around . 
him, " said Nielson, referring to players like Lynn 
Swann, John Stallworth and Franco Harris. 

No matter what you do in life, Nielson explained, 
you're only as good as the people around you. 

During a question-answer session with the audi
ence, Nielson defended his current head coach, 
Ed Biles. 

Me spoke of Biles' elevation from his role as 
defensive coordinator to that of head coach. 

"He (BIies) used to coach ·just the defense. 
Then he took a step up, and he had a great deal to 
learn. People-have to learn, but Coach Biles will 
one day be a great coach." 

Nielson also commented on the drug problem 
in the National Football League (NFL) and the 
recent arrest of two of his teammates for drug and. 
alcohol violations. 

"This is a serious thing," he said. However, he 
added that the situation of drugs in professional 
sports is blown out of proportion by the press. 

Drugs are a major problem throughout our 
society. Since professional athletes are in the 
limelight so often, they become easy targets for 
controversy, he said. 

While he explained that he felt sympathetic 
toward his two teammates and would do whatever 
he could to help them, he still questioned their 
judgement. ' 

"1hose guys are my teammates and I like them 
a whole lot. But a person who works as hard as 
they did to make it to the NFL and throws It away 
in one night, well they didn't have their priorities 
straight." 
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Unique spring courses coming 
by Tricia Wall 

Motorcycle Riding, Weight Training for Women 
. and Sign Language are just a few of the non-credit 
courses being offered at College of the Mainland 
t~is spring. 

The 24-hour Motorcycle Rider course, designed 
for beginner and experienced riders, was devel
oped by .the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF). 
The course Includes both classroom and riding 
Instruction and meets the Texas Department of 
Public Safety legal requirements for licensing of 
persons under the age of 18. 

Meeting times for the course are 7-10 p.m., 
Thursday, April 7, and Friday, April 8, in the Tech
nical-Vocational parking lot or 8 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Saturday, April 9, and Sunday, April 10, (place to 
be assigned). A minimum of eight and maximum 
of 12 people can sign up for the $35 course. 

Weight Training for Women will begin at 5:30 
p.m .• Monday, April 4, In COM's Physical Educa
tion Building, Room P-120. The four-week course 
will (?Ost $10. Ten to 12 people may enroll In the 
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course designed for toning muscles. increasing 
endurance and building strength . 

The six-week Sign Language course begins at 
7 p.m .• Tuesday, April 5, in the Technical-Voca
tional Building, Room T-81. The $30 course can 
handle 1 O to 30 students. It Is designed to help 
the health prof esslonal communicate with the 
hearing Impaired. , 
- Other courses offered this spring are: OIi and 
Acrylic Painting 11, Caning/Rush Seating, Cardio
pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR), Aerobic Dancer
cize, Defensive Drilling, Effective Writing, First 
Aid In the Work Place, General Educational Dev
elopment (GED) and Golf. In addition, Microcom
puters: Hardware and Software and Basic Pro-
gramming are offered. · 

Also, racquetball, real estate, swimming and 
welding classes are on the agenda. 

For more information about these courses refer 
to CQM's schedule of continuing education.non
credit courses In the Spring issue of "PAEDEIA," 
or call 938-1211. 

Getting back to nature 
by Peggy Verkin 

The College of the Mainland Outdoor Club has 
inspired those nature-oriented students, as well as 
community people, for the past 4½ years. 

"The Outdoor Club Is open to anyone in the 
community, with an age limitation of 18 or older or 
college students, ' · says Ms. Urick. Maryann Urick 
also adds, "One can be totally inexperienced in 
canoeing, climbing, rappelling, horseback riding 
or sailing and join the club." 

"If anyone is interested, come to a COM Out
door Club meeting," added Maryann Urick. Meet
ings are held at 7 p.m. in Room 120 of the Student 
Center pn the flr~t Wednesday of each month. 

Those who want to become members of the 
Outdoor Club pay $6 and receive the monthly 
newsletter and Outdoor Club T-shirt. 

Maryann Urick, Coordinator of COM's Recrea
tion Programs, said "The COM Outdoor Club 

began after my first canoeing class ended and stu
dents wanted to continue participating In trips 
together." Ever since Its beginning, the COM Out
door Club has been successful, she adds. 

"The club's activities are trips which may 
include canoeing, backpacking, caving, climbing, 
rappelling, horseback riding or sailing," says 
Ms. Urick. These weekend trips are continued 
throughout the year, one weekend each month. 

"Major goals of the Outdoor Club are to teach 
proper outdoor ethics, skills and knowledge in 
outdoor safety and respect to nature," she adds. 

Each weekend trip ranges from $25 to $33 
which includes use of canoe, camp fees, transpor
tation and the Saturday night meal. 

"Many-trips are full, due to limitations of 18-20 
people and the amount o, canoes available," 
according to Ms. Urick. Trips coming are to Guada
lupe River, San Marcus River and Nueces River. 

Shooting the rapids is just one of the many activities· the COM Outdoor Club enjoys. 

Hotline 
to 

President 

This is Hotline. It Is an effort on the part of 
Dr. Justus D. Sunderl!lann, College of the 
Mainland president, to keep an open line 
of communication with COM students. Any 
comments or questions may be submitted 
in the drop box on the Information desk of 
the Administration Building or call Linda 
Lockwood, ext. 407. 

What can be done to Improve the crowded 
parking conditions around the Technical/ 
Vocational Building? 
We have just added over one hundred spaces 
to the rear of the TechnicalNocational Build

, Ing and- are now completing expansion of 
lighting to both TechnlcalNocatlonal lots. If 
and wben we add to the TechnicalNocatlonal 
Building or plan additional qonstruction we 
will plan to expand parking to the existing 
south lot. 

When will the Snack Bar at the Student 
Center be modernized? Will It ever be con
verted Into a cafeteria? 
Scheduled remodeling will begin after May 16, 
1983 with completion expected before 
September, 1983. The remodeling will result 
In a cafeteria serving llne with choices of hot 
foods available. ' 

Is there any plan in the near future for the 
improvement of campus security? 
The Campus Police and Security has been 
in the process of upgrading itself over the 
~ year. We have been working shorthanded 
since last September. A new police officer 
was hired March 1 and we will have two 
police officers on duty from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
every school day and one security guard from 
11 p.m. to 7 a.m. 'Pending approval, we will 
hire a part-time police officer to work Satur
days and Sundays 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Two police 
officers will be Emergency Medical Service 
trained so there will be someone on campus 
to handle emergencies resulting fron) injuries 
or illnesses. Plans are being made to re-key 
all outside doors on campus to provide bet
ter security for_ all persons who have legiti
mate business on campus . . We also are 
reviewing our need for Increased lighting. 

Are there any future plans for any child 
care at the college white mothers are 
attending classes? 
There are currently no plans to offer child 
care services to College of the Mainland 
students or faculty, except as such child care 
might be a part of specific training programs 
authorized by the Texas Education Agency. 
A child care laboratory facility Is in the plan- · 
nlng stages, but It will be about a year before 
it will be operable assuming we get early 
approval to proceed with our plans. 



Learn & Earn 
from page 1 

with the TE_C to get into the program. 
"So here we were trying to reach a specific 

group who had really had their legs pulled out from 
underneath them, and what we really did was open 
a program that let anybody who was registered on 
the TEC unemployment roll eliglble. It didn't mean 
they were getting unemployment. We had stu
dents who the previous semester had gone to 
school here and had paid their own·fee. '' 

Thus, a large number of students applied and 
were qualified to enroll in the program. 

How the program affects unemployment bene
fits has been a point of controversy. 

"To register for unemployment benefits, you 
have to be available for work," says Clark. "If a 
person enrolls for 12 hours and is not available for 
work or is not actively seeking employment then 
that person could be dropped off unemployment 
benefits, but that's something left up to the stu
dent and the TEC. 

The person drawing unemployment has to 
report to TEC every two weeks to tell what they 
have earned in those two weeks and to get their 
benefits adjusted acco-rdingly. 

"We don't think our program Is going to Impact 
the unemployment compensation very much, and 
certainly, any program we continue in the future 
won't, other .than ·a student who enrolls too 
heavily,'' says Clark. 

Not all of the problems have been the cause of 
weak guidelines, some have come from a lack of 
student understanding, he explains. 

"One of the biggest misconceptions that started 
In the beginning was that many of the students 
thought that they were going to go to school, get 
a Job and that they were just going to keep on 
worklng--learn and eafn," says Clark. 

"Our motive was not to generate work, but, 
while these people were out of work, to give them 
some education. The program Is an educational 
program not a work program. Once the Indebted
ness of tuition, books and fees Is paid back, that 
ends the work aspect." 

Also, another misconception Is that "some of 
the students thought it was going to be a retrain
Ing program. They thought we were going to put 
them In a program that would almost guarantee 
them a job in the end," says Clark, "but that is not 
true." 

While the COM administrators have been busy 
Ironing out the flaws in the new program, Dr. Jus
tus D. Sundermann, president of COM, has been 
attempting to get a state bill passed to fund such 
future projects. 

The bill would allow certain people who are 
drawing unemployment compensation to come to 
any community college in the state, enroll free and 
be furnished books, tuition, fees with the state 
paying the college. 

"There would be no work aspect at all," says 
Clark, "it would be strictly an education re-training 
program." 

Unfortunately, it doesn't look like the bill will 
make it, due to the shortage of state money, says 
President Sundermann. Yet, he remains hopeful. 

The one thing other colleges, who have picked 
up on the program, have done different is to pro
vide just enough work to cover the tuition and fees, 
says Clark. This seems the most likely guideline 
to be adopted into the program. 

Whatever happens to the Learn and Earn pro
gram, the college administrators say it was a good 
move. 

Says Clark, "We've created some of our own 
problems, but we've reached a lot of people and 
the move was a good one. " 

Play ball 
The students and staff of College of the Main

land are Invited to participate in a student-faculty 
softball game at 5 p.m., Wednesday, April 27. 
This is a good opportunity for student and faculty 
to interact and have a little fun, says Maryann 
Urick, coordinator of recreation. For more infor-

. mation call Ms. Urick; ext. 420. 

Who's the Best student, teacher? 
by Peggy Verkin 

In April there will be an election. for the best 
teacher award at College of the Mainland. 

Faculty members Emmeline Dodd, Bill Peace 
and Alex Pratt along with Student Advisory Coun
cil members Carol Carlson and Martha Phipps and 
Texas Student Education Association members 
Sandra.Chappell and Laura Buss all of the Selec
tion Committee will be meeting in the near future 
to prepare for this election. 

Boxes will be placed around campus for two 
days for voting. After this the selection committee 
will choose the semi-finalists based on nominating 
forms. 

Classes taught by semi-finalists will be visited 
by student members of the selection committee. 
Students 1n thesaclasses will be asked to partici
pate in the election for best teacher. 

The best teacher at COM for 1983 will be 
chosen and announced at the final meeting of the 
selection committee. 

"The recipient of the best teacher award this 
spring will not only receive prestige but a trip to a 
master teacher seminar this summer and nomi
nating for the Piper Professor Award next fall," 
said Ms. Dodd, instructor In the Division of Mathe
matics, Health and Natural Sciences. 

Mid-Week Mingle 

Select your choice 

by Joey Richards 

Students, faculty and staff are asked to nomi
nate their candidates for the "Humanhood through · 
Brotherhood Awards.'' 

A Citizens Advisory Council will offer three 
awards to college personnel who best exemplify 
the College's creed of "Humanhood through 
Brotherhood.'' 

This year the H.K. ''Griz" Eckert Award will go 
to a faculty member, a newly established Presi
dent's Award to a student and a new Citizens Advi
sory Council Award to a staff member. 

Nomination forms may be obtained at the infor
mation desk in the Administration Building, the 
circulation desk of the library and a table outside 
the Tech-Voe building. The filled-out forms are to 
be placed in ballot boxes at the above locations. 

Father John J. Connolly, member of the coun
cil, expressed the hope that as many students as 
possible nominate their fellow students or employees 
that they feel deserve the award. "The more 
nominations, the more significant the awards.'' 

Nomination deadline Is March 30. 

Drink away hump day 
by lnterCOM Editors 

It's Wednesday. You are between classes and 
your next class doesn't start for three more hours. 
You wander aimlessly to the Student Center; 
lonely, thirsty and broke. What will you do? 

Well, one alternative is to attend the newly 
created Mid-Week Mingle at noon-1 p.m. in the 
Student Center. 

Mid-Week Mingle was created so that adminis
trators, faculty, staff and students can have infor
mal discussions together while enjoying sack 
lunches and free soft drinks, says COM President 
Justus D. Sundermann. It Is a take-off on the Mid
Week idea held at other college campuses across 
the country, he adds. 

Dr. Henry Pope, Dean of Instruction and Stu
dent Development, says, "It opens up the lines of 
communication between students and faculty.'' 

The first Mid-Week Mingle was held Feb. 16 and 
the response was low. 

"When you do new things it takes time," said 
President Sundermann. "We hope it will eventually 
be a big success. " 

Students In the lounge area were unaware of 

the meeting. Most of the students said, "We would 
have attended If we had known about It." One stu
dent blamed the "lack Of advertisement" for the 
poor turn-out. 

Mid-Week Mingle will be held on the second 
Wednesday of each month and, If successful, 
every Wednesday, says Dr. Sundermann. 

Free colas and ·coffee will be on hand at each 
"Mingle" , as well as someone to talk to. So, your 
empty Wednesdays may be over. · 



Lovers' tragic end 
by Tricia Wall 

"Our version will Indeed be our own," said Col
lege of the Mainland Community Theatre director 
Jack Westin about the upcoming production of 
William Shakespeare's "Romeo and Juliet." 

"We are shortening It a great deal," Westin 
said, adding that the play will last two hours instead 
of the normal four hours. 

The play will premiere April 7 and run through 
May 1 with Michael Foster and Tr,acy Lynn Daugs 
portraying the lovesick couple, Romeo and Juliet. 

Other cast members Include Joe Frank as 
Escalus, Troy Stanton as Sampson, Tony Brejwo 
as Gregory, Keith Bailey as Abraham and Ron 
Jones as Rodrigo. Michael Foster and Tracy Lynn Daugs play the star-crossed lovers In "Romeo and Jullet." 

WHAT'S HAPPENING----
Student Art Show 

The first annuat Student Art Show and Sale will 
be held from 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Thursday, April 21, 
outdoors around the Fine Arts Building. 

The festival, sponsored by the Art Association, 
wUI have a Renaissance theme. Activities will 
Include music, refreshments, a show of COM 
students' art work, arts and crafts booths, face 
painting and the .QPenlng of the play, ROMEO 
AND JULIET, at the theatre. There will also be an 
art student scholarship boo'th. 

For more information, call 938-1211, ext. 348. 

Great Decisions 
'' Anyone wishing to attend Great Decisions dis

cussions from 7:30-10 p.m. on Wednesdays 
through the Spring semester is welcome,' ' says 
Robert Handy, director, International Education 
Division of Social Sciences. Great Decisions' 
topics concerning the eight most pressing foreign 
policy Issues of the moment will be discussed 
throughout the semester. 

Those interested In attending these discussions 
should purchase a booklet, $6 each, from the 
Gulf Coast Council on Foreign Affairs in Suite C 

~ of the COM Learning Resources Center. 
Students enrolled in any history or -political 

science classes should consult their Instructors 
about extra credit which may be given for attend
Ing a discussion or writing a paper about one. 

Student Teachers 
The Texas Student Education Association 

(TSEA) at College of the Mainland Is for those stu
dents Interested in teaching as a career. TSEA 
will be visiting University of Houston at Clear Lake 
City's Department of Education on Friday, Match 
25. On April 8 TSEA will be having a business 
meeting. Then, on April 29, the group will have as 
guests the Classroom Teachers Association. 
May 6 TSEA will have a business meeting for the 
election of next year's officers. Officers now are 
president, Sandra Chappell; vice president, Laura 
Buss; secretary, Vicki Lowrey; treasurer, Trudy 
Goodson; faculty_ advisors, Caren Bradshaw and 
Janith Stephenson. New members are always wel
come. For more information call Ms. Stephenson 
at 938-1211, ext. 322. 

Dallas or Bust 

April 14-17 a group of students will be touring 
the World Trade Center and Apparel Market In 
Dallas. Prices, Including transportation and hotel, 
are $60 per room of four, $67 per room of three, 
$80 per room of two and $120 per single. Stu
dents will be staying at the Dallas Dupont Plaza. 
Those interested should contact Jim Simpson in 
Room T-125 or at 938-1211, ext. 340. 

Song-fes e 
The Mainland Chorale along with the Galveston 

Community Chorale and the Galveston Symphony 
Orchestra will hold a concert at 7:30 p.m. Sunday, 
April 10, at the First Presbyterian Church In Gal
veston. The church Is located at the corner of 19th 
and Church Streets. 

The three groups plan to have another concert 
Monday, April 11, in Texas City. 

For more information on either concert call the 
Mainland Chorale director, Hope Shiver, at 938-1211, 
ext. 348. 

Coping with Stress 
A seminar entitled "Coping with Stress" will be 

held 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 29, In College of the 
Mainland's Learning Resources Center Audi
torium. 

The purpose of the seminar is to acquaint peo
ple in our area with simple techniques they can 
use to manage stress In their lives. It will also pro
vide helpful and useful information on these topics: 
what stress Is and how It affects family life; work 
performance; decision making; and how to manage 
stress at home and on the job. 

The seminar Is free. For more information, con
tact: Judy Ragland at 673-7300 or 482-5236, 
James Dunn at 925-6465, or Galveston County 
Extension Service at 94&-3581, ext. 296/297. 

Candidates Forum 
At 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 22, 

there will be a forum for the College of the Main
land Board of Trustees' candidates in the teaching 
auditorium at COM. "Anyone is welcome to 
attend," said Martha Phipps, St~dent Advisory 
Councll (SAC) member. The forum will consist of 
the candidates answering questions from the 
audience. The election for the Board of Trustees 
will be held on April 2. This event is being spon
sored by the SAC. 

Adult Sitters 

An adult sitter class will be conducted from 
8:30 until 3:30 p.m., Friday and Saturday, April 
15 and te, at ColleQe of the Mainland. 

The class will teach students how to assume a 
care-giving role for an elderly or disabled person, 
provide Information on the practical psychology of 
working with ill or disabled people and their families 
and present Ideas for using these skills for part
time or full-time employment as an adult sitter. 

The classes are being sponsored by the Gal
veston County Alliance of Senior Adults, Texas 
Agricultural Extension Service and COM. 

Classes will be limited to 25 people and one 
can pre-register by sending the following informa
tion and $5 to Dr. Zelda Rick, College of the Main· 
land, 8001 Palmer Highway, Texas City, TX 77591 . 

In erscholastic Meet 
On March 23 there will be a Gulf Coast Inter

scholastic Conference sponsored by the Math, 
Science and Engineering Divisions of area col
leges. Seven area colleges with 1 O representa
tives from each will attend this conference. The 1 O 
COM students selected to participate will receive 
awards. "The purpose of this organization is to 
foster and stimulate student involvement in pro
grams that will enhance the College as well as the 
students,'' said leaders of the organization. 

Chatting Swedish 
A Swedish Conversational class will start 7:30-

9:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 22, In the Learning 
Resources Center, Room 131, at College of the 
Mainland. 

For more information contact Zelda Rick, ext. 
298. 
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Students upset over editorials 
by Peggy Verkin 

" I don't know how to respond anymore," said 
Merna Ives, College of the Mainland student, 
about the upset over recent editorials in the 

'Daily Sun ' which made accusations of socialist 
teachings and unearned grades being passed out 
at COM. 

In response to these editorials the COM 
Student Advisory Council called a meeting of 
students and invited the press. The purpose of 
the meeting was to urge students to support a 

petition which called for the college administra
tion to rebut the editorials. 

Ives also stated, " I feel COM Is an excellent 

College of the Mainland Student Publication 

college and most students are dedjcated and 
proud of it. The school Is an asset to the 
community, that is why I moved to this area.'' 

Earl Maples, another COM student, believed 
the whole situation was enhanced by, "A few 
people complaining about another few people 
and was blown all out of proportions where every
one was Involved." 

One student, Pat Donoho, stated, " I was 
disappointed in the meeting which turned out to 
be a shouting match.'' 

In response to thecriticsm of COM instructors 
in the editorials, Mike Dweir, COM student, said, 
" I personally believe that anyone putting down 

instructors of the school is putting a cap on ideal
ism, reasoning and reality." 

As far as grades are concerned, Dweir said," I 
had a 3.5 average last semester and find It hard to 
believe it was just given to me.·' 

COM student Jean Thompson said, " The 
'Daily Sun' Is one sided and it's going to hurt our 
school, and that makes me mad." 

Dweir also said, " If COM is giving away grades, 
then how come only five percent of some 3,000 
students are on the Dean's List." 

As Maples said," The whole situation Is out of 
hand, and it is something that should never have 
started to begin with." 

April 1983 

Senior Citizens play role on campus 
by Joe Richards 

Louis Gehrm travels from southwest Houston, 
about 90 miles round trip, to be part of what he 
calls a great program at College of the Mainland. 

Amy Roberts, an artist, is 93 and she, also, 
makes it to COM often to participate in the same 
program. 

They are two of the estimated 1 ,000 that hold 
senior adult I.D. cards at COM. Ms. Roberts is the 
oldest student enrolled in classes at the college. 

There are another 6,000 area folks, 55 years 
of age and older, who receive "COMline," the 
seniors monthly newspaper, put together and 
prepared for mailing by the seniors. 

These 8,000 Qr so people would have nothing, 
if It were not for a group of concerned citizens who 
got together in the winter of 1973 and decided to 
do something about the plight of the community's 

r 

elderly. 
The group, headed by Bob Handy, applied for a 

federal grant and on June 22, 1973, received the 
grant from the Governor's Committee on Aging, 
administrator of federal funds made available 
through Title Ill of the older Americans act. Thus, 
the local Senior Adult Program was born. 

The program prov~d to be c:,.. c:;11c-,r.essf-JI t 1t 
when Its grant ended, COM brought it into Its own 
budget. 

"The program was formed," says Dr. Zelda 
Rick, "because there was and is a feeling that 
senior citizens make a contribution to society and 
ought to be provided for by society.'' 

"They are a community resource. They are 
worth a great deal." 

Examples of the contributions they make at COM 
range from a retired registered nurse who pro
vides a free campus blood pressure service to a 

' Sleeping beauty wins ' 
Tricia Wall, College of the Mainland freshman, placed second In the Texas Intercollegiate Press Asso

ciation feature photography competition with this photograph entitled, "Sleeping Beauty." The five 
competition was held at Eastfleld College In Dallas. The 21 students, from universities and colleges 
across the state, that entered the competition were required to photograph a subject~ process their film 
and make their final prints within a limited time of an hour and.a half. 

retired man who helps a class learn English as a 
second language. 

The program Itself cooperates with other senior 
citizen groups, such as the Retired Seniors Volun
teer Program. 

Two organizations, made up of senior citizens, 
work within the program. The COM Senior Advi
sory Council herps in planning, in integrating the 
program into the total college program and in 
relating COM's programs to the needs of the 
senior community. 

The other group, the Alliance of Senior Adults, 
co-sponsored by the Texas Agricultural Extension 
Service, is an action group which investigates the 
needs of senior citizens and acts on them. "An 
example," says Dr. Rick, "is the transportation 
problem. Some senior citizens can't get to and 
from the college or to stores to even.get groceries. 
It is a terrible, terrible problem." 

It is not all work and no play for the seniors. The 
second Saturday of every month is set aside for 
Activities Day. Activity D~y consists of a program 

( continued page 7) 

Students concerned 
by Peggy Verkin 

Students and faculty's number one concern at 
College of the Mainland is with advisement proce
dures, according to those polled in a recent Stu
dent Activity Council (SAC) questionnaire. 

The SAC questionnaire dealt with both student 
and faculty points of Interest at COM. 

Students second priority, at 16 percent. related 
to special seminars and guest speakers. Thirdly, 
at 12 percent, were athletics. 

Of the faculty polled, 55 percent were inter
ested in advisement procedures. Approximately 36 
percent were concerned with special seminars and 
guest speakers and nine percent were interested 
in honor courses. 

"A large majority of students feel either they 
don't liave any say on campus or they don't feel as 
if they have a right to involvement," said Martha 
Phipps, council member. 

Phipps added, "Other areas of student and 
faculty Interest were in day care centers at COM 
and campu~ security.'' 



,_ 

Bring the ballgame to COM 
by Jeffrey Martin 

Many people often ask the question, "Why isn't 
there an athletic program at College of the Main
land?" I, for one, would enjoy seeing COM com
pete in athletics on the junior college level. 

It would be good for the students to h1:1ve some
thing to support,, something to which they can 
relate. 

Having a football team here, is at the present 
time, unrealistic. However, there are facilities for 
several sports including baseball, basketball, 
volleyball, tennis, swimming and, with a little work, 
track and field .. 

The baseball diamond could be renovated. The 
dugouts could be rebuilt, the field itself could be 
manicured and a fence could be built around the 
entire field. 

A concession stand could be built and refresh
ments could be sold at the games. The basketball 
court appears to be in good shape, so not much
work is needed with the facilities in that area. 

I realize that In order to have an athletic pro
gram, several points would have to be dealt with. 
For starters, the school's administration would 
probably have to cut through a great deal of red 
tape. 

This would involve going through the proper 
channels and following the guidelines set by the , 
Texas Junior College Athletic Association. This, 
however. is just a formality. 
. I also realize that the school might need to grant 
these student-athletes with scholarships. This 
could include books and tuition, room and board 
and even laundry expenses. 

Some junior colleges have athletic dormitories, 
while others place their student-athletes, in near
by off-campus apartments. We would obviously 
have to do the latter. 

A recruiting budget would be a prime necessity. 
A recruiting budget allows a school's athletic 
department to search for student-athletes to come 
to their school. 

This budget wouldn't have to be extravagant. 
Our friends at Alvin Community College don't have 
a large budget, but nonetheless, their teams are 
competitive. 

The next question is where would you find these 
student-athletes? Well, one wouldn't have to sail 
the seven seas to find talent. 

There:s plenty of talent right here in the Lone 
Star State of Texas, especially in the greater 
Houston area. The University of Houston slcmmed
dunked Its way to the Final Four for the second 
straight year with virtually home-grown talent from 
the Houston area. 

There are also tryout camps set up at various 
locations where a player can exploit his talents In 
front of coaches and scouts. 

High school coaches make It a practice to keep 
the colleges well-Informed about possible pros~ 
peats. Most high school coaches do their best to 
place graduating seniors who display desire and 
talent Into the collegiate ranks. 

So, finding talent wouldn't be difficult. Also, 
the school's geographical location would be 
appealing to the student-athlete from, say, West 
Texas. Here, this person would be exposed to the 
luxury of the beaches in Galveston, the Astrodome 
and many marvels of nearby Houston. 

Another budget would have to be set aside for 
traveling expenses and equipment, but even high 
schools have these. 

We would need coaches for these teams, but 
the COM Board would hire only the best appli
cants available, I'm sure. 

The school teams would need names. I was told 
that several years ago we had a basketball team 
here. They were called the Comets, and I've been 
told that they were very good. The name Comets 
sounds alright. 

An athletic program at COM would give the stu
dent body, the faculty and the entire community 
something to support and talk about. It would also 
make coming to school here more appealing. 

It's the missing link to an otherwise fine esta
blishment. It would bring a bit of prestige to the 
school, and It would bring everybody associated 

with the school closer together. 
It's really not asking a great deal, when one 

considers that COM Is the only junior college In 
this area without an athletic department. As I've 
already mentioned, Alvin Community College Is 
currently competing In athletics, as Is San Jacinto 
Junior College In Pasadena, Wharton County 
Junior College and Blinn Junior College In Bren
ham. Starting a legitimate, respectable program 
can't be constructed overnight, but it would be a 
feather In the. school's hat If they started laying 
the foundation as soon as possible. 

I certainly hope future students at COM have 
the opportunity to support an athletic program, 
and, given the chance, I'm sure they would. 

A step in the right direction 
by Tricia Wall · 

The "Mid-Week Mingle," recently created by 
College of the Mainland President Justus D. Sun
demavl, Is a gialt step forwa-d In order to Improve 
social activities among COM students and faculty. 

"Fhe Mingle Is an excellent opportunity for stu
dents and faculty to meet and become friends and 
to enjoy conversation while eating sack lunches. 

The friendly atmosphere and free soft drinks 
are there for every COM student to enjoy on the 

third Wednesday of each month from noon to 
1 p.m. The thing that surprises me is that not many 
students or faculty do take advantage of the 
social meetings, which began In February. 

In order to attract more students and faculty 
to come to the Mingle, much more publicity Is 
needed so students and faculty are aware of this 
get-together. As more people do discover the 
Mingle they will probably want to attend them each 
time they are held. 



.. · .. t:totline 
·tO 

.·. :[\9resident · 

This ls Hotline. It fs an effort.on the part of 
Dr. Justus D. Sundermann, College of the 
Mainland president, to keep an open llne 

·· of comrm..1nicat!on with COM students. Any 
comments or questions may be subml~ed 

·· in the drop box cm the Information desk of 
the Administration Building or call Linda 

.· Lockwood, ext. 407. 

What criteria Is used In determining what 
new, additional courses wm be offered in 
future classes at COM. 
As of Janµary, 1983,. U1e requests for new 

. · .. courses ar$ s1Jbmitted byO!vi$ion Chalrper· • 
·•· sons to the. Instructional Committee of the 

. ·.. College for approval. The course request is 
· ·· . >read twice for review and approved on the 

Jhlrd reading. Thi~ procedure should.• give 
each Division ample time to determine the 
; need for the course or to locate any dupHca-
HveBouHie dtterlngsl ' } · >.•·•····· .. ···· 

· .. · .. After approved· by the . lnstrl.lctionar Com· 
mlttee the course requests will be forwarded· · 
for approval through the Dean of Instruction 

· .. and will then be placed !nthe next: lssue of 
the catalog. · •··• •. . 
For Texas EducatiOn Agency course approval,. 
the procedure follows specific procedures· 

··. and guidelines prescribed· by the TEA. The 
Dean of Instruction Is the campus represen
tat(ve designated by TEA to·approvethese 
types of courses. · ·· 

1 would tike to know if the students who are 
going to continue to attend school during 
the summer wm be able to preregister for 
Summer Session I. With the transient stua 

•···· dents attending during the summer, those 
· · of us attending Summer Sesstons lose the 

chance of getting the one course we may 
need to finish with. 
The one course problem has never been a •· 
common occurrence. If a student has filed 
his graduation application and lacks one 
course to complete degree/diploma require· 
ments, the case wlll be handled individually, 
If by chance this does occur, they should 
co·ntact the Registrar. · 

Play ball 
. The students and staff of College of the Main

land are Invited to participate in a student-faculty 
softball game at 5 p.m., Wednesday, April 27. 
This Is a good opportunity for student and faculty 
to interact and have a little fun, says Maryann · 
Urick, coordinator of recreation. For more•infor· 
mation ca!! Ms. Urick, ext. 420. 

.. , 

·lq). 
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This one's for th birds 

They move about the campus freely, as lf they 
own It, and we take them so much for granted they 
become invisible. 

For as long as I have been coming to College 
of the Mainland,. these ducks and geese have. been 
the most enjoyable aspect of the school•·besides 
the education. 

Sleepy mornings when I walk zombie-like to 
class; these COM court Jesters are always doing .. 

·. i3ome silly thing to wake me up with a laugh? 
It might be the expressions on their faces or the 

way they waddle here and there, wagging thEJlr . 
little feathery tal!s betiind them. · ·· · · 

I remember one morning when I pulled my car · ·· 
Into a COM parking !i:?t and opened the door. two 
ducks were theredo greet me with a sertes ·of 
quacks and tail wagging. · 

'Tm sorry,"! said; ~xp!ainlng to them I had no 
· food to feed them. Nevertheless, they followed me.······ 

. ·. to class, quacf<ing 811 the way. . 
· ··There are other memories, too, like one day 
when a duci(was perched along the rim of a gar-

. ·•· hage b~rre! trying to get at something inside with
out failing•tn. Hewould quack ~own.below to a 

.· friend a$.!t explaining what actually was going on. 

.·••·· ... )]1~~~9(~¥9HRk~! ···) <<••·I .. ••·· ...... •·······.····· · .. 
Arid who Can forgefthe frenzied-like actions of 

the duo~s. when someone offers food or when it 
rains and Insects are driven from safety. 

I'm e1.1remany of you have encountered the two 
large geese which prowl about the campus and 
stand.guard at the door of the Student Center, 
hissing arid threatening anyone who dares enter. 
I always just hiss and quack back. They usually 
don't attack, but I say ''usually" because I think 
it was this pair that chased a COM staff member 
across the campus. 
- The Southern Association ·of Colleges and Uni· 
versftfes Committee (on campus In March to 
decide if COM keeps its accreditation} said this 
was the first time they had to tend off the wild-

The cold war: 

life, besides students and teachers and adminis
tration ata school. 

Should a duck actually harm someone, that par
ticular anlmaf would have to be "exiled" from cam• 
pus. I wonder how many people one duck would 
feed? 

The COM ducks are a very Important part of the 
college and add to its unique style of education. 

They are always game for a good laugh, espe
cially in the spring during mating season. So, keep 
an eye out for our feathery friends and enjoy their 
freshman anti~ •. butask yourse!f1:1s you laugh at 
them: might there be some method to their mad
ness? 

Students caught betwe~nth~ lines 
by Peggy Verkin 

Wfll College of the Mainland students· prosper -. 
from p. feuding faculty? 

Evidently, the division between faculty members 
widened when the new administration came · on 
board in 1981, and the feud became more heated 
during the recent election of COM Soard of Trus
tees. 

On campus there are currently two opposing 
sides supporting certain candidates for the recent 
election. As usual, one side overpowers the other. 

Of the two sides, one Is predominantly for COM 
President Dr. Sundermanfl and the otheragafnst. 

The group opposingDr,Suodermann has Inter
est in student programs but places more emphasis 
on employees; faculty and promoting the school's 
reputation. 

The Board of Trustees has the power to hire 
and fire the COM president, Examining al! aspects, · 

euch as student, faculty and administration opl• 
nions, should be an important role in the Board's 
decision making. Therefore, the Board should not 
be single minded,··· .... 

At present; students can walk In to the office of 
or. Pope, Dean of lnstructlon; ~d· talk to hllTI 
about school matters and their futures,· 

Since the arrival of Dr. Sundermann, COM has 
become more student oriented. How often can a 
student at a large university sit and visit with the 
president of the college at a mid.week mingle or rn ·. 
the student center? Not often. · 

COM students are bf!nded of ·this advantage 
until they transfer to a-university. 

With the election over and those not !ti agree• 
ment with the President remaining vocal, will there 
be a downfall of the present administration at COM 
or a new beginning? 
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. photo by Peggy Verkin 

The roving reporters of t 
class project, were sent out 
to capture with their came 
only ho!d with a glance before 

Take a moment, let us be 
search the faces. The names 
and also the friends. 

class to class to 
the people that 

pass by, 

terCom, as a 
the campus 
t W:e usually 
nggo. 

ur eyes, and 
yours to find, 



Pr sident reflects on the ast year· 
Student Activity Board President Mike Duris-, 

seau did not want his position .. ''I was appointed," 
. hesays. 

Mike busily moves about. the small cubby•hole 
!Ike room which makes up the Student Activity 
Board {SAS) office. Its location In the Student 
Center produces a constant noise of people mov• 
Ing in and out. · ·· ··· 

Movie posters cover the walls. The Flash Gor· 
don poster, his favorite, hangs In a prominent 
spot.•· .. 

Mike will neither be president or even be on the 
board· next semester. He says he decided last 
semester that he was not going to run for any SAB 
position. ··· · · . 

"!tta.kes up too much time and there Is too much 
red tape," he says. Then he adds, "I would like to 
keep my grade point average: I want a social life, 
It's quite taxing.really aphyslca!'draln." 

When asked what he has tmJoyed about the Job, 
he replies, "I'm not sure. I think the challenge has 
been the most enjoyable. It has been a pain trying 
to do some of the things but once they have been 
accomplished the satisfaction has been unreal." 

One of his disappointments, he says, has been 
the "amount of red tape I've had to go through to 
get something done,'' · 

h lorships 
availa.ble 

Mike Durisseau 
The student body interaction, Mike says, has 

not been as much as he would !Ike. "I would love 
to have students come up to me and say 'I have 
this great idea for a student act!vlty, and I want to 
talk to you about It.'' 

''Some commuter colleges.have been able to 
stir student interests but how they do it," Mike 
says, "no one has been able to explain." 

by Peggy Verkin 

Thousands of scholarships are being offered by 
private foundations. trade, civic groups and other 
sources for those students In need of financial· 
aid for next fall. say administrators of the Scholar·· 
ship Bank in California. . 

This Schotarshlp Bank provides the studentw!th 
a print~out of flnanclal aid sources that matches 
with available aid that will meet the student's 
need. Each student may receive up to 50 sources · · 
of aid. · 

These scholarships are approximated at $1;000 ·· 
and may be renewable anr1ually .. Financial aid is.not• 
the. only crlteri~ to receive aid;· others are: major. 

Student seeks adventure 
By Trtch11 Wail 

Sandra Stanley Is· one College of the Mainland 
student who ffkes to pack her life with adventure 
and travel. 

The 39-year•old mother of four took the . first 
scuba diving course offered at COM which led her 
to the Grand Turk British West Indies to try out .. 
the water. 

Since then, this 12-year La Marque resident and 
political science major has taken several trips to 
other famed sites. 

Sandra accompanied her husband, Larry Stan
ley, COM Division of Arts and Humanities chair• 
person, and 80 other people to Guatemala. The 
trip was led by Mark White, now governor of 
Texas .. Larry represented COM on the week•long 
Bicentennial trip, and, uponarrlva!, the group was 
greeted by the president and congress of Guate
mala. 

"In May of 1980 I accompanied my husband, the 
COM Singers and COM Amigos on a week•long 
tour of the West Coast of Mexico. That was a fun 
and educational trip for me,'' said Sandra. 

While working for the Galveston Housing Author
ity, Sandra traveled to Washington, D.C., twice 
and she has also been to Europe. 

"I love to travel, but I don't get to do enough of 
lt,"Sandra remarked. "I would be an underwater 
photographer, If I could be anythfng I wanted to 
be," she said, adding, "I would combine both 
scuba diving and underwater photographer together. 

Sandra's hobbies range from photography and 
tennis to painting, .She ls enrolled !n a photography 
course at COM. . 

Currently, Sandra !s working pa.rt-time as a per• 
sonnel secretary at COM. "Both working and 
going to school Is a big challenge for me,'' she 
concluded. · 

"I guess they just keep pushlng and pushing •. · 
Maybe What is needed Is enough Influence or some 
Intangible." . · . 

His greatest achlevement as president. he .says,.· .. . 
has been the movies SAS has shown on campU$ ... · .... 
"I have got some people, otherthan adm1nistfa• .··· ·· 
tors, talking.'.' · · · · · 

The turnout for the movies has been low, a total 
of about 50 people, but Mike's not too disap· 
pointed, "It's just _about what I expected," he 
says. 

If he had one wish; he says, he would like to have 
someone other than the SAS to really care about 
student activities 011 campus. . .· 

Mike crumples up a sheet of paper and tosses it ·· 
Into the wastebasket. The semester Is nearly over 
and SAB elections were held this month. A new 
president will be taking over the reign. 

"The new president.'' saysMike," !s golrigto 
have to have a lot of time and be prnpated for a 
somewhat pol!tica! position on campuit'' · · 

At that moment SAB Treasurer Kelii Schroedef 
enters the room, stage left, and adds, "The presii 
dent has got to be someone with a lot of energy ... 
and devotion and someone who wants to do it for .· 
the students, and not for the popularity~ •i 

"Yea, that's lt,".says Mike. 

in college, occupatlona!goal, geograph[Cpr~t!F ·.· 
. ence, military service of the student or his parer)!,) 

.· emptoyer; union membership; academic standing, > •· 
·· ethnic heritage and whethedhe student is Inter:: < 
. ested in Work~study, loans, essay contests and the .· 

.·. !Ikea!! determine aligib!Hty for aid. ·· · 
Those students wlstling to receive a prlnt•otit 

should · · send a stamped, business-size, self• 
addressed envelope to The Scholarship Bank, 
10100 Santa Monica Blvd., No. 750, Los Angeles; 
California 90067. · 

In return. a student will receive a questionnaire 
to fill oi.tt describing him/herself and then the 
applicant will receive the personalized Information. 

Sandra Stanley 



Amy Roberts expresses her talents 

Senior Citizens. • • 
( continued from page 1 ) 

and each member is asked to bring a covered 
dish. Perhaps the most important aspect of activity 
day is the time afterward for conversation with old 
and new found friends. 

There are also special lectures, seminars and 
classes of interest to the elderly, including such 
topics as Insurance, m~dicare and the future of 
Soclal Security. 

There are also bus trips to such places as the 
Houston Museum of Fine Arts, Bayou Bend and a 
country and western jamboree. The group usually 
takes six trips a year. 

One group of seniors meets every Thursday 
just to play games and talk. 

Once a year, the Senior' Adult Program hosts a 
big party, Expo-Senior Awareness Day. Citizen 
groups from the area are Invited to submit the 
name of their most outstanding member. Each 

chosen member from each group Is honored. 
To be a member of the Senior Adult Program, 

one has to be at least 55 years of age. Everyone 
is asked to buy a $2 I.D. card so the program can 
keep count of its members. 

This card entitles the bearer to free use of the 
physical fitness and swimming facilities, which 
many of the seniors find useful since they believe 
in keeping physically alert and well. 

The card allows them free enrollment In Senior 
Adult classes which are devoted to and taught by 
seniors. 

Members also get one-half tuition fee on the 
continuing education courses, which, designed for 
senior citizens, are also open to others. 
• "These people are interested in learning new 
things," says Dr. Rick, "and the program is a way 
for people to involve themselves with life.•' ·· 

Tips to prevent assaults 
by Tricia Wall 

Looking In a car at night before getting In it is 
common sense, according to Joe Rotramel, cam
pus safety and security officer at College of t~e 
Mainland. · 

Whlle COM campus security tries to prevent , 
crimes from happening by being visible and alert 
and by handling situations before they become 
serious, Rotramel said Individuals must take some 
responsibility to protect themselves. 

He offered these tips for COM's student per
sonal security: 

Do not walk to your care alone. Either wait until 
there are other classmates going the same way or 
ask the security guard to look out for you untll you 
are safely In your vehicle. Campus security cannot 
walk you to your car but can stand where he can be 
alerted to your needs. 

When you get to your vehicle, be ready to leave. 
Open the door, get In, lock the door, start the car 
and drive off. Do not attract attention by sitting 
in your vehicle for any length of time. 

Almost all attempted assaults and assaults 
occur because of people attracting attention, 
expressed Rotramel. However, assaults can also 
happen even when precautions ate taken, he 
added. 

Do not enter an empty or darkened classroom 
or restroom alone. 

Do not go against your feelings that someone or 

something Is not "right." Take time to find some
one to go with you. There Is safety in numbers. 

Do not wait until the attacker Is upon you to 
saeaTI. If you think someone Is acting susplciously, 
react. Campus security would rather investigate 
100 unsuccessful attempt reports than to hear of 
one rape or assault. 

If for any reason, you are going to be on campus 
at night after hours, call the Security Department 
ahead of time and tell them when and where so 
they can be aware of the fact and check on you 
from time to time. 

By following the above procedures and imme
diately reporting all incidents, thefts, and/or sus
picious persons and situations to the Campus 
Pollce and Security Department, COM students 
will be helping the Campus Security make COM 
a safe place for students to pursue their educa
tional objectives, expressed Rotramel. 

Rotramel corycluded that campus security gives 
everyone a fair chance to pursue his educational 
goals, but the security guards want to make sure 
that that Is all one is pursuing. 

Campus security can be reached by dialing ext. 
400 or 403 from any phone on campus. 

Rotramel concluded that campus security gives 
everyone a fair chance to pursue his educational 
goals, but said the security guards want to make 
sure that that is all one is pursuing. 

Women gain 
support 

by Peggy Verkin 

A group to support women with any stress prolr 
lems they might have has been started at College 
of the Mainland. 

Every Wednesday from noon to 1 p.m. women 
from the college and community will meet In Room 
217 of the Student Center to discuss anything 
from stress to socialization. As Katherine Justice, 
a representative from Family Service Center of 
Galveston County puts It, ·' The people who come 
together, it' a their group." 

The group is for whatever subject the partici
pants want to lean toward. " Anyone can join the 
group," says Ms. Justice. 

" Students from all different backgrounds and 
all different ages participate in the group," she 
adds. 

At each group meeting there is a nominal fee 
of $1 and one may bring their lunch along with 
them. 

Those who attend may stay for all or just part 
of the session. 

Gym Open 
to a11 · 

by Peggy Verkin 

Where else can a $tudent or member of the 
community purchase for a very small fee an I.D. 
card which provides him with access to the gym
nasium, two racquetball courts, indoor swimming 
pool, six tennis courts, weight room, two whirl
pools, track, sauna, game room, baseball diamond 
and any needed equipment during scheduled 
recreational times? Where else but at College of 
the Mainland. 

"COM opens its recreational facilities to the 
community and students because it Is a commu
nity college," says Maryann Urick, coordinator of 
recreational programs. 

Community people seem to take advantage of 
the recreational facilities available. According to 
Urick, "On Monday and Friday nights there are 
close to 200 people using gym facilities and 100 
on Wednesday evenings.'' 

Students, however, don't seem to take such 
advantage of the facilities because of lack of 
knowledge of facilities or no leisure time. As Urick 
said, "Most of the students at COM also have jobs 
or families, or both, which leads to lack of leisure 
time." 
. It is becoming more of a trend for colleges to 

open their recreational facilities to the community 
in order to get full use of its facilities,'' she add~d. 

COM summer 
schedules 

are in!!! 
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Art winners 
College of the Mainland students David 

Jefferson of Bayview and Cherie Sawicki -
Stanley of Galveston recently received 
honorable mention awards In the 1983 annual 
Community College Student's Art Competition 
sponsored by the University of Houston at Clear 
Lake City. Jefferson's black and white photo
graphy entry was entitled " Thresholds 2 " 
while Ms. Sawicki - Stanley entered a porcelain 
demitasse set, which she created In the same 
manner as the pot she was working on above. 

WHAT'S HAPPENING----
Job Training 

A variety of courses designed to prepare peo
ple for jobs will be offered this summer at College 
of the Mainland. 

Some of these courses offered through the 
Continuing Education/Business Division will 
Include secretarial, marketing, word processing, 
computer science, small business and real estate. 
Other avocational courses offered for personal 
Interest are stock market Investing and personal 
income tax. 

For more Information COl'ltact LIiiie Payne, coor
dinator, continuing education program In the Divi
sion of Business, 938-1211, ext. 279. 

· "I Do! I Do!" 
College of the Mainland Community Theatre's 

production of "I Doi I Doi" will open Thursday, 
May 19, and run through Sunday, June 12. The 
musical will be directed by Cliff Mabry, a guest 
director. The play follows the life of a couple from 
their wedding day on up until 30 years later. It Is 
about the "trials and tribulations of a married 
couple,'' said Reggie Schwander, assistant thea
tre coordinator at COM. 

Free Concert 
The College of the Mainland Fine Arts Depart

ment will present the Jazz Ensemble and Studio 
Singers In a joint concert at 8 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 26, In the Fine Arts Center Theatre at COM. 
The public is invited and admission Is free. 

Sparky Koerner Is the Jazz Ensemble conductor 
and Hope Shiver conducts the Studio Singers. 

Gym Floor 
College of the Mainland's gymnasium will be 

closed May 17 through July 13 for the recently 
approved floor replacement. 

The gym floor will be replaced by a new wooden 
floor. "Although the gymnasium will be closed 
there will still be access to the swimming pool, 
weight room, sauna and whirlpool," said Maryann 
Urick, coordinator of recreational programs. 

According to Urick, "There will not be summer 
basketball and volleyball leagues due to the floor 
repairs." 

Caps and Gowns 
Cap and gown measurements are being taken 

for College of the Mainland graduates now until 
Friday, April 29, at the COM Bookstore. 

Road Fever 
Taking their act on the road lately have been 

students from business, journalism and mathema
tics, health and natural science classes. 

The business and journalism students were In 
Dallas In April. 

The Business students were accompanied 
by instructor Jim Simpson as they toured the 
World Trade Center and Apparel Market. 

The journallsm students were escorted by 
Instructor Linda Lockwood as they attended a 
seminar at Eastville College. 

Meanwhile, Instructor Dr. Kervin Sellers and 
about 20 students from the Math, Health and 
Natural Science Division recently toured NASA. 
These students were recommended by Instructors 
based on merit. They were privileged to see parts 
of NASA not normally seen by the general public, 
said Dr. Sellers. 

COM Music Travels 
Concerts will be performed by College of the 

Mainland Studio Singers for La Marque, Ball and 
Santa Fe high schools. Also, the group, conducted 
by Hope Shiver, will perform at the Henry Harris 
Scholarship Fund Fashion Show Saturday, April 
30. The Studio Singers, along with the Jazz 
Ensemble, will perform at COM graduation exer
cises Friday, May 13. 

Star Struck 
Anyone Interested In star gazing should do so 

on May 28th. There will be an occultation of the 
star 1 Vulpecula by the asteroid Pallas on this 
evening. 

All results will be correlated in order to· more 
accurately determine Pallas' size, shape, rotation 
speed and whether or not It has a satellite. 

For more Information, please contact Dr. John 
Hubisz at 938-1211 , ext. 325. 
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Artist visits COM 

Jane Freilicher poses for a self-portrait. 

By Elouise Wilson 

Public response to the lecture and 
reception for New York artist Jane 
freilicher was well attended, according 
to COM Gallery director Jean Wetta. 

Mimi Crossley, art critic for the 
Houston Post, moderated a question
answer session with the artist and 
Aladar Marberger of the Fischbach 
Gallery of New York City, New York. 

During the . interview, freilicher 
a<!_mitted she did not like the abstract 
and kitchen sink style of art that was 
so popular during her student years 
and the style that she began develop
ing, painterley realism, was in opposi
tion to the accepted trendy avant garde 

Oberg offers unique teaching, approach 
By Steve·Remollino 

The Obergs make their home in 
Dickinson, with their son Gregory. They 
live on a 22-acre ranch and raise 
horses ... definitely anything but con
ventional. 

abstract. 
Characteristics of Freilicher's work 

are bright floral still lifes, on slanted 
perspective tables against a window 
framing a vast landscape. Sound busy? 
They are! Her work has been compared 
to Renoir, Matisse and Monet. 

The artist readily admits to a pen
chant for dead fish. These she paints 
on delicate china with sharp contrast 
of flesh tones and scales. The clear 
colors she uses in her still lifes and 
scenes reflect a Dutch influence; how
ever, freilicher claims her play on 
color is intuitive, not structured. 

"You know," Fre-ilicher said, "that 
the valid part of painting is the part 
that cannot be explained." 

Her landscapes record twenty years 
of painting the view outside her studio 
on Long Island Sound. 

Her last landscape of this ~iew is a 
painted elegy. Her only statement to 
the destruction of this lovely view, a 
silent but a powerfully explicit one, into 

, which she paints herself, with the addi
tion of bulldozers plowing the land into 
housing tracts. 

· There is a celebrity in our midst, 
although people may not know it. Dr. 
Alcestis Oberg, or "Cookie" as she is 
known to her friends and students, is · 
about as unconventional an instructor 
~s any student could ask for. In addi
tion to having been an adjunct instruc
tor here at COM since 1976 (longer 
than just about any part-time person 
in the Humanities Division), Cookie 
also teaches at Texas A&M on Pelican 
Island and writes for "Science Digest" 
and "Texas Monthly." 

in which neither the instructor nor the 
students benefit. If she sees that some
thing is not working with her students, 
she'd rather change it than have her 
students bored silly. She often teaches 
interesting and normally untaught 
novels such as "The Hobbit" or "Dune" 
to stir new interests in her students 
rather than repeatedly teaching the 
same thing semester after semester. 

New mall opening here 

Although she · says that the "big 
money" is made by freelancing at 
magazines, she teaches because she 
enjoys it, not because the pay is 
fantastic. 

Het magazine writing is an inter
esting aspect of her life, but her philoso
phies on teaching are 1he most incre
dible of all. 
- She commands her students with 

her "song and dance" as she puts it. 
"It's the readiest way to keep their 

attention." It works. Just try to get into 
one of her literature courses. They are 
usually filled to the brim with students, 
both new and former. The evaluations 
that her students give her are also 
stupendous. 

Rarely, if ever, has she gotten' a 
poor critique from one of her students. 

In addition to Cookie's innovative 
techniques in the classroom, her 
methods behind the scenes are also 
important. She refuses to follow what 
she refers to ~s "an idiotic curriculum" 

To prepare for her life as an instruc
tor and journalist, Cookie attended 
Northwestern University where she 
obtained her B.A., the University of 
New Mexico, where she obtained her 
MA., and the University of Maryland, 
where she earned her Ph.D. When 
asked why she traveled so much to get 
her degrees, she replied, "When you're 
married to a military man, you have 
to be ready to travel." Cookie's hus
band, James, is the author of two 
books, "Red Star in Orbit" and "New 
Earths." 

Cookie Oberg 

By Peggy Verkin 

. In the Fall oft 984J Texas City's 
new Mall of the Mainland to be locat 
ed at FM 1764 and the Gulf Freeway 
will be opening. 

Don ·wesley, City Planner for 
the City of Texas City and Drafting 
T ea-cher at College of the Mainland 
said, "In addition, the main Mall ~ill 
consist of one hundred and twelve 
stores including four major depart
ment stores and almost one hundred 
and ten acres of land will be used." 

"In the process of developing 
the mall other negotiations are being 
made for a Walmart and McCoys 
north of the mall," added Wesley. 

Paul Br.oadh~ad and Associates 
of Mississippi are die developers 
heading this project.Cindy Jones, a 
spokesperson for PBA said, "Before 
starting on construction of the mall 
there ~re many things to ' be done 
such as rezoning and several other 
technicalities." She also added, "It 
is premature yet to know what four 
major department stores will he in 
the mall." . 

Don W.esl~y said, "PBA has done 

a wonderful job on their malls such 
as the San Jacinto Mall in Baytpwn 
and I believe· th~y will do a terrific 
job on Mall of the Mainland." 

Wesley said1 "New technology 
· will be part of the new mall with a 
video tape monitor of everything 
inside the mall and the security will 
Include the parking lot." 

In addition lost children will be 
less of a proble.m because, "At each 
end of the mall there will be a 
different animal for children to be 
able to identify where they are at by 
the animal," added Wesley. 

Don Wesley said, "We plan to 
work with COM on their cooperative 
education program to have students 
from COM work at the Mall of the 
Mainland." He also believes that, 
"There will be about 2,000 em
ployees needed at the Mall." Wesley 
added, "The Mall of the Mainland 
will b'e a welcome addition to the 
community which is already making 
plans for its opening." Of particular 
interest· in this project are those 
students studying Business, Market• 
ing, Management and Retail courses 
at COM. 



Inter 
COM Second thoughts 

Oscars highlight dull movie month in March 
By Steve Remollino 

We're one-quarter way through the 
year and there really has not been any
thing incredible happening at the cinema. 
But, March is a big month because of 
the Academy Awards show on Mar. 29. 

Before I give my picks for the major 
awards, let's take a glimpse at a few 
recent releases. 

The first is "Making Love" starring 
Kate Jackson, Harry Hamlin, and 
Michael Ontkean. The story concerns 
a seemingly happy couple (Ontkean 
and Jackson) who find that their mar
riage is threater.ed by a third party 
(Harry Hamlin). It seems that Ontkean 
has been repressing his homosexual 
feelings for these long years and after 
meeting Hamlin these feelings turn to 
longings. Of course, this situation 
shakes his marriage and makes Kate 
Jackson so mad that she has to smash 
plates on her kitchen floor. Besides 
this infamous "china episode," nothing 

spectacular ever happens. Neither Jack
son nor Ontkean is very believable as 
the couple; but, Harry Hamlin does a 
pretty good job. The stars and producers 
make a valiant try with controversial 
material--notice the use of the word 
"valiant" instead of the word "success
ful." 

A second feature which, surprisingly 
enough, delivers the goods it promises 
is "Swamp Thing" starring Adrienne 
Barbeau and Louis Jourdan. Based on 
a comic book character, the film tells 
the story of a scientist who is chemically 
changed into a half man/half vegetable. 
The film has many touching sequences 
as "old swampy" walks off into the 
sunset at the film's finish without his 
love, Adrienne Barbeau. (Sob!) lavish 
cinematography, strong performances, 
and unusual make-up make the flick 
well-worth viewing. 

We drop down, way down, in quality 
with "The Beast Within," a stupid hor
ror film with what one might call the 

A letter to the editor 
To the Editor: 

I recently read in the Self Study 
Newsletter that the Organization and 
Administration Committee has recom
mended that "for the purpose of unity 
among the employees of COM that 
strong consideration should he given to 
the removal of the current faculty repre
sentative to the BOT. In addition, con
sideration might be given to review the 
rationale for seating a student repre
sentative." 

This "act of unity" is really nothing 
more than one more refusal by certain 
individuals and groups to recognize 
the need and value of faculty input into 
the decision making process. It is in no 
way intended to unite persons on cam
pus, but simply another blatant exam
ple of an attempt to diffuse and sub
jugate faculty's voice in the governance 
of the college. . 

As for the rationale for the student 
representative; if the committee can
not see the critical importance of this 
then they have simply lost touch with 
what we are all about here at COM; we 
exist for the student, not vice versa. 

Sincerely, 
Bob Wennagel C.P.A. 
Instructor 
Division of Business 

Editor's note: The following is a 
reply from Mitzi Brister, Student Repre-

sentative to the Board of Trustees, to 
Instructor Wennagel's letter. 

I must confess, the proposal to 
remove the "faculty" and student repre
sentatives from the Board of Trustees 
did anger me at first. "How dare they 
remove the purpose of their job!", was 
my first thought. Then I began to get 
honest wit~ myself--how effective are 
those representatives? 

One person cannot honestly repre
sent all of the students at COM. Besides, 
we never really had the chance to speak 
anyway. Under the steering committee's 
suggestion, Dr. Sundermann would be 
the speaker for the College at the Board 
meeting. 

However, we must remember that 
the Board meetings are open and that 
under Article IX of the Board Policy 
Manual, any group has tlte right to 
present itself. I feel that these two safe. 
guards--the open meetings and Article 
IX--are stronger chains of communi
cation than the two representatives on 
the Board who seldom had the right 
to speak. 

I am also inclined to believe that 
Dr. Sundermann would listen to any 
special group and then find what is 
best for COM. After all, don't we all 
have something at stake, like College 
of the Mainland? 

"idiot plot syndrome." The story, such 
as it is, concerns one foggy night in 
Mississippi when a new bride gets raped 
by something in the woods. As it turns 
out, the rapist WM half man/half cicada. 
Her son, thanks to this previous encoun
ter, is a 17-year-old who has started 
acting very strange. Could it be that he 
too is a cicada-man? Yes, indeed. 
Soon son-of-cicada-man is shedding 
his skin and murdering the townsfolk 
in a horrible fashion. Bugman struts 
his violent stuff at a funeral parlor, a 
court house, and in a nearby swamp. 
At the end, he rapes some local tramp 
who wanders by. Oh lucky her! In 17 
years she too will have a bug child. 
The story is dumb, the acting is dumber, 
and t1'e make-up is just the pits. Quick, 
get the Raid! 

A third film, which is at least believ
able, is "Barbarosa" starring Willie 
Nelson. Willie is a legendary badman 
who is constantly being chased by his 
father-in-law who wants to kill him. He 
meets a farm boy, played by Gary 
Busey, and lives his own legend until 
one of his relatives finally gets him. 
Beautiful cinematography, an intelli
gent script, and good performance 
make the film worth a look. 

Don't look at "Great White" how
ever. We're only three months into the 
year and this film has already made 
my ten worst list. Talk about bad. The 

plot is a direct rip-off of "Jaws" and 
"Jaws 2." And because of this fact, 
Universal Pictures is suing the pants 
off of the company that made this 
travesty. They needn't worry. "Jaws" 
was a masterpiece. This trash is a 
mess. It appears that a large shark 
(obviously made out of plywood) has 
landed off the coast of Georgia. If it's 
Georgia, why does the majority of the 
cast have Italian names and must have 
their dialogue dubbed in? The shark 
goes chomp here, bite there, munch 
here, crunch there and destroys one 
dock, one helicopter, six extras, one 
old boat, one teenager's leg, one old 
political candidate, one cameraman, 
etc., etc., etc. In one "heart stopping 
sequence" (Hah!) James Franciscus as 
novelist Peter Benton (writing a shark 
book as did Peter Benchley, author of 
"Jaws") goes diving with Vic Morrow 
(a poor man's Captain Quint who 
sports an accent that is either Irish, 
Scottish or Mongoloid). When Peter 
fails to come up from his dive, his wife 
(the worst actress to c.ome out of Georgia 
or Italy in years) screams "Oh Peter, 
you only have three minutes of oxygen 
left." "Oh Peter, Peter." Oh brother! 
In the end the wooden member of the 
class Chondrichthyes (Thank you, 
Emmeline Dodd) is blown into saw
dust. Oh well, all bad things, including 
movies, must come to an end. 

Now, on to the Oscars. Here are my 
predictions for the major awards. 

Best Actor: Henry Fonda, "On Golden 
Pond" 

Best Actress: Meryl Streep, "The 
French Lieutenant's Woman" 

Best Supporting Actor: John Giel
gud, "Arthur" 

Best Supporting Actress: Jane Fonda, 
"On Golden Pond" 

Best Picture: "On Golden Pond" 
Best Song: "Arthur's Theme" ("The 

Best That You Can Do") 
Well, so much for March. Until next 

month, I'll see you in the movies. 
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' Healthy outlook 

Aerobics feature toning up, mass mayhem 
By Ruth Wedergren 

Aerobic dance is one of the most 
popular forms of exercise today because 
it provides fitness for the person who 
doesn't want tq walk or jog, yet wants 

the same benefits, says College of the 
Mainland Physical Education Instructor 
Becky King. 

Begun in 1969 by Jackie Sorenson, 
aerobic dance is a combination of 
aerobics, or cardiovascular strength-

Participants in aerobics class seem to enjoy the 'mass mayhem' atmosphere. 

ening exercises, and energetic dance 
movem.ents. "You don't have to be a 
dancer," King pointed out. 1'he move
ments are simple and exercising to 
music makes it fun," she added. 

Each program of a!?robic dancing 
begins with a warm-up phase to stretch 
the muscles and slowly increase the 
heart rate. Next, the actual aerobic 
exercise takes place from 15-30 minutes 
and consists of almost continuous 
motion. Lastly, a cool-down phase 
occurs with walking and slow move
ment to bring the heart rate and mus
cles back to normal. 

King noted there are some warnings 
and risk factors that apply to older 
persons considering beginning aerobic 
dance. Generally, everyone should 
have a check-up and an okay from 
their doctor for this type of exercise, 
but those over 40 should also have an 
EKG-Stress test to check heart rate 
during exercise. 

Along with increased cardiovascular 
strength, aerobic dancing also helps 
trim and tone hips, thighs, waistline, 
upper arms, and legs. Blood circula
tion improves to carry a better blood 
supply to muscles, skin, and vital 

Marathon mania - HOw to prepare 
By Robert Sweeten 

Marathon mania has swept the coun
try during the past several years and 
several people on COM campus were 
caught up in the draft. 

Whether the weekend athlete enters 
road races, runs regularly, or just Jogs 
occasionally, the question "I wonder if 
I could run a marathon?" eventually 
enters his or her mind. 

Given the proper training and moti
vation, the answer probably is "yes." 

To start off on the right foot, 
Barbara Crews, director of the Women's 
Center and marathon runner, has a 
few tips for the proper way to run a 
marathon and build the stamina to 
conquer the 26 miles. 

Step One is to get in shape. A com
plete physical checkup is suggested. 
Early detection and treatment of such 
problems as Oat feet or a high arch 
will save the runner from discomfort 
down the road. Just as important is the 
selection of well-padded and comfort
able running shoes. Nylon shoes with 
rigid arches and_ thick heel padding to 
absorb the shock are recommended. 

When the actual running begins, 
everyone should keep in mind certain 
guidelines. Warm up thoroughly. A 

host of painful maladies await the run
ner who forgets to give his muscles a 
chance to prepare for hard work. Do 
not overdo it. 

If a runner suspects an injury or has 
recurring pain, call a doctor. In less
serious cases, remember the runner's 
basic first-aid formula: "RICE" (rest, 
ice, compression, elevation). These 
four treatments will relieve most minor 
injuries. 

Perhaps the most important thing 
to remember is to drink water. Dehy
dration can be fatal. 

Crews, who started running four 
years ago, says running means having 
absolute control over her mind and 
body. 

Step Two is to build the fitness level. 
Before training starts, a runner must 
assess his or her relative fitness. II 
someone considers himself a regular 
exerciser, he should be able to work up 
to a mile jog in a couple t>f weeks. 
Everyone should remember how fast 
one runs does not matter--it is the con
tinual effort that counts, Crews said. 

Step Three is the high mileage train
ing. When a runner achieves a 40-mile
per-week schedule for two months 
injury-free, he or she is ready to start 
the countdown to the marathon. 

Crews says the week before a mara
thon is extremely vital. Seven days 
before the actual event, a deplation run 
takes place. This usually is a ten to 
fifteen mile run. For the next three 
days, the runner eats only protein and 
no carbohydrates. During the same 
three days, the mileage should be 
tapered off each day. The day before 
the marathon do not run at all. A good 
night of restful sleep is also essential. 
Some people will take a short run to 
overcome anxiety; this is not harmful, 
but it should not be too extensive. The 
day b~fore the race, eat a healthy por
tion of carbohydrates. 

For the first time marathoner, the 
most critical part of the run is often the 
beginning. The excitement of competing 
in a marathon may overwhelm some 
runners. Rather than maintaining a 
normal training pace, eager runners 
burn themselves out trying to keep up 
with the leaders in the first few miles. 

Crews comments, "In a field of thou
sands, you rarely compete. The only 
competition is with yourself." 

The marathon is only a race if one 
is a world-class athlete. For everyone 
else,just finishing is a triumph. Crews 
concluded. 

organs. Aerobic dance also sheds 
pounds because the exercise burns a 
large amount of calories. Along with 
these physical benefits, people also 
begin to feel good about themselves 
and the way they look. 

According to Ms. King, COM offers 
an aerobic dance class every Tuesday 
and Thursday evening from 5:45-6:45 

in the gym, in addition to credit 
classes. "We call it 'Mass Mayhem,' 
because we can get as many as 100 
people in the gym doing aerobics," 
explained King. "It's open to anyone, 
any age, and only costs 50¢ a session. 
You pay as you come," she added. 

"So far our 'Mass Mayhem' has 
worked very well. We have very know
ledgeable instructors and the students 
seem to really enjoy it," she continued. 

King also noted that there have been 
many spin-offs from aerobic dancing 
such as jazz exercise and rhythmic 
aerobics. ''They all have a little bit 
different choreography, but have the 
same basic concept of cardiovascular 
health," she explained. 

King doesn't see aerobic dance as 
just a fad exercise. "People say that 
aerobic dancing is a fad, but I don't 
think it is. It's already been around for 
more than ten years and is now in the 
height of its popularity. I think people 
will stay with it," she concluded. 

Anyone with questions about COM's 
aerobic program or health precautions 
for aerobics should call the Physical 
Education Department at 938-1211, 
ext. 419. 

Students line up and tone up during the 
aerobics class. 



Inter 
COM Around campus 

Fiddler on the Roof--the making of a hit 
By Robert Sweeten 

Participating in the production of a 
play has long been a mystery to many. 
Like joining a secret society or frater
nity, the world of the theatre and the 
people of it are a rare breed with the 
determination, desire, and talent to 
make a miracle happen and repeat it 
over and over again. ' 

The current show, "Fiddler on the 
Roof," is still in the final stages of 
rehearsal, but what events have taken 

Mainland Beat 
is a new radio show 
By Peggy Verkin 

College of the Mainland is going into 
radio with the introduction of a new 
radio program being aired on KYST 
92AM. 

Mary Danaczko, director of the Office 
of Communication Services at COM, 
is coordinating and producing the new 
show entitled "Mainland Beat" which 
will be heard every other Sunday at 
10 a.m. on KYST. 

The 30-minute show will feature 
interviews and current happenings on 
campus with a special section on 
announcements concerning upcoming 
events. 

Some of the guests slated for the 
show are COM President Dr. Justus 
Sundermann, "Fiddler on the Roof' 
choreographer Carl Siberon and Fla
menco guitarist and Affiliate Artist 
Ronald Radford, Danaczko said. 

"Not only will the show tell what is 
happening on campus, but students 
and community members will also 
hear pertinent information concerning 
programs, coming attractions and 
registration," she added. 

"KYST is a Tex.as City station with a 
contemporary music format and oper
ates with a frequency as strong as other 
major stations in the area such as 
KPRC and KTRH," she said. "In addi
tion the station is very aggressive about 
expansion which makes it a good place 
to start our own program," Danaczko 
said. 

"When the station came and asked 
us about doing a program we thought 
it was a good opportunity to have 
another avenue for reaching the com
munity," she concluded. 

Anyone wishing to contribute to 
"Mainland Beat" should call the Office 
d Communication Services at 938-1211, 
ext. 437. 

place to get the production this far? 
Follow young Hopeful Actor as he leads 
us through all the stages of this event. 

The first step is always the audition. · 
Some 70 people vie' for 30 odd parts 
in the show. 
In the case of our Hopeful Actor, the 
decision rests in the hands of three 
men: Larry Stanley, Musical Director; 
Carl Siberon, Choreographer; Reggie 
Schwander, Director. 

When the auditions are over, the 
hard part comes-waiting. For our 

Hopeful, word comes four days later 
via a phone call from Reggie offering 
him a part in the chorus. Hopeful 
jumps at the chance. 

Larry Stanley will work with the cast 
first, teaching them all of the songs. 
This part is easy after a while, but pain
staking hours are spent perfecting each 
and every sound. These types of rehear
sals go on for approximately two weeks 
and then it is time to progress. 

Enter Carl Siberon, the choreo
grapher. Carl, a veteran of dance in 

Marvin Byrkett and Terri Malone contemplate marriage as their characters 
Perchik and Hodel fall in love in College of the Mainland Community Theatre's 
upcoming musical "Fiddler on the Roof." 

Welcome back, McCollum 
By Steve Remollino 

Although most COM students are 
anxious to complete required courses 
and get out of a junior college, some 
are excited to come back to their 
"roots." 

Such a student is Doris McCollum, 
now a part-time reading instructor 
here in College of the Mainland's Total 
Learning Center. 

After being a housewife for a good 
part of her life, Doris decided that a 
change was due, a change that would 
alter her life. 

Doris McCollum 

In 1969, Doris earned her Associate 
in Arts degree here at COM. H~r 
advisor, Janith Stephenson, was so 
impressed with her work in h~r classes 
(classes that Doris now teaches) that 

· she advised Doris to go into the field of 
education and become a reading 
specialist-. 

At the time, Doris si;tid, she didn't 
feel she was ready to make a big jump 
from a junior college to an upper-level 
university--so she waited until 1975 to 
go to UH/CLC. In 1977 she obtained 
her Bachelor's degree and in 1980 she 
earned her Master's. 

After achieving her life-long goal of 
graduating from college, Doris became 
an elementary school teacher at Roese
velt Wilson Elementary School in Tex.as 
City. She also took on the responsi
bilities of a reading instructor here at 
COM. When asked whether she prefers 
her college students or her elementary 
school students, Doris said, "I can't 
compare the two of them. I like them 
both too much." 

When asked her ultimate reasons 
for going to college, Doris said, "I got 
used to the habit of going to school 
every September. Now that I'm a 
teacher, I still do." 

the United States and Canada, is 
working with these people for the very 
first time. 

Finally, Reggie Schwander, the 
director, comes in to do his part. It is 
he who has the overall picture of what 

· the show should look like. Due to this 
fact, the majority of the rehearsal 
periods are spent working with him. 
He pieces the entire show together and 
makes everything fall right into place. 
This task is a heavy burden because 
"Fiddler on the Roof' is a large show. 
At first, Hopeful and the othec cast 
members can barely make it through 
the first act, but this changes rapidly. 

Before anyone notices, the entire 
show is being run through complete 
with songs and dances. Run-throughs 
occur every night for a week prior to 
the first preview performance. 

While the onstage work is going on, 
there is even harder work going on 
backstage. Sets have to be built and 
costumes have to be made. Jim Glenn, 
shop foreman for the theatre, is the 
man responsible for transforming the 
stage into a small village called Ana
tevka. Leah Gifford is the lady respon
sible for costuming the cast in authen
tic dress. The fruits of their efforts are 
the first noticed. 
Hopeful sees those "old pros" lose that 
front as he works side by side with 
them--just ordinary people working 
together to achieve a common goal. 
The cast becomes a family. The bond 
of theatre people is so tight that nothing 
can break it. The strangers of the first 
night of rehearsal are now the friends 
that Hopeful will never forget. These 
people have shared something--the 
making of a hit. 

Theatre seeks funds 
By Krissa Wilde 

College of the Mainland Community 
Theatre has requested funds from the 
City of Texas City for a playwright 
series. The funds would come from 
more than $52,000 available through 
the Room Occupancy Tax. This tax, 
more commonly known as the hotel/ 
motel tax, is placed on all hotels and 
motels within the city. 

Jack Westin, Theatre Director, said 
the theatre applied in November, 1981 
for $5,385 for the new playwright series. 
He further indicated that while no final 
word on the application has been 
received, he feels confident it will be 
just a matter of time before the funding 
is available. 
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Enrollment up at COM 
By ,Judy Hall 

Enrollment is up this 
fall, and COM Presidn:t 
Larry Stanley says it may 
be due to tuition incre~ses 
at four year colleges . 

COM Registrar Boh 
Johnston has also noted an 
increase in student contact 
hours. 

A random survey cf COM 
students revealed that some 
students have increased 
their course lead because 
of the climbing tuition 
rates. In fact, one 
student coMHented that if 
the rates progressed more 
rapidly, he would take even 
more classes to avoid the 
hiehet cost . 

The bill, according to 
Dr. Alan Ginsberg, COM 
political science profes
sor, was a result of the 
drop in ojl prices . 

Essentials of Texas 
Politics (Kraemer, West 
Publishing Company) point s 
out that "The most impor
tant busiriess taxes in 
Texas are the severance 
taxed levied on natural 
resources •... Production 
taxes on oil and gas were 
expected to provide 29.6 
percevt of the s t ate ' s 
local tax revenue in 1982 
and 1983." 

The new law, which went 
into effect this semester , 
was to apply to four year 
colleges only . 

San Jacinto College, 
Alvin Community College , 
c.nd Galveston College 
doubled their per credit 
hour tuition rate while CO¥ 
rereained the same. Inter
estingly enough, San 
Jacinto had no substantial 
change in enrollment, Alvin 

Community had an increase, 
but Galveston College had a 
10½ percent decrease. 

An overview of the bill 
released by COM Public 
Relations indicates that 
academic and medical 
tuition for Texas residents 
will triple. "The bill 
also triples academic 
tuition and quadruples 
medical tuition for nonres
idents, and establishes, 
for the firs t time, sepa
rate tuition rates for 
dental, veterinary and law 
schools , " 

An increased course load 
is only one of many options . 
Larry Stanley suggests the 
"students in four year 
d~gree prograrr.s could save 
one year by attendine 
sunimer classes at COM and 
that translates to substan
tial savings . " 

Theater offers smash season 
:Ky Cor,nie Ross 

College of the Main
land ' s "Biggest Li'l 
Theatre in Texas" promises 
an exciting 1985-86 season 
for its estimated 17,000 
play enthusiasts. 

Ted Tally ' s two-act 
play , "Terra Nov<, , " leads 
off the theater ' s 14th 
season on opening night, 
Oct. 3. 

"Terr a Nova, " Norweigian 
for "new earth," is based 
on the real-life 

saga of the 1911-1912 race 
to the South Pole, by Roald 
Amundsen ' s five-member 
Non,eigian Pole team and 
Robert Falcon Scott' s 
British Pole team. The 
play captures the courage 
of the Englishmen, whose 
zest for adventure becomes 
the setting for a life
or-death struggle. 

The ~&s t of the play 
include Nelson Heggen as 
Robert Scot t; Glen Walker 
as Scott's nemisis P.oold 

!lmur,dsen; Marilyn Rogers as 
Scott' s strong-willed wif_e; 
Richard Kre.rner es the 
doomed F.vans ; Bryan Myers 
as Dr.. Bill Wilson ; and 
Cliff Mabry as Titus Oates. 
All members of the cast 
have helL leading roles in 
previous COH productions. 

To highlight the holiday 
season , Rcgers and H21!1mer
stein' s "Cinderella" will 
en t ertain the entire family 

Continued on Page 2 
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from Dec . 5-22, and again 
Jan. 9-26. 

One Pulitzer Prize
winning drama, two comedies 
and one musical are sche
duled to complete the 
season. " To Kill a 
Mockingbird" can be viewed 
Feb . 20-March 16. Neil 
Simon's "Chapter Two" will 
bring laughs April 10 -
May 4, as will "Greater 
Tuna" May 22-June 15. The 
Broadway musical 11 0klahoma11 

will end the 1986 season 
July 10- Aug. 10. 

The community theater, 
directed by Jack Westin , 
has been producing plays 
for the last ten years. 
Also on staff are Reggie 
Schwander, associate 
director; Toppy Swaim, box 
office manager; and J im 
Glenn, technical director. 

In addition to staff 
members, during the course 

of a season the theatre is 
aided by approximately 350 
volunteers. 

Open auditions are held 
for each show. Students 
and individuals from the 
community may audition for 
upcoming plays on the 
following dates : 
"Cinderella" 

Oct . 6 - 2:30 p.m. 
Oct. 7 - 7:00 p.m. 

"To Kill a Mockingbird" 
Dec. 15 - 2:30 p.m. 
Dec. 16 - 7:00 p.m. 

"Chapter Two" 
Feb. 9 - 2:30 p.m. 
Feb. 10 - 7:0U p.m, 

"Greater Tuna" 
March 23 - 2:30 p.m. 

March 24 - 7:00 p.m. 
"Oklahoma" 

April 20- 2 :30 p.m. 
April 21- 7 : 00 p.m, 

Tickets are now on sell 
at the th~atre box office · 
for "Terra Nova". For: 

October activities 
Oct. 15 - Robert Starling, 
singer, songwriter, 
guitarist and pianoist. 
(Tues). 
Oct . 15 - Blood Drive & 
Computer Portraits (Tues), 
Oct. 22 - Jim Ritchey & Be 

Jea Fleming, musical duo 
playing the guitar. (Tues). 
Oct , 31 - Halloween Magic 
Show by Paul Driscoll 
(Thurs). 

Oct. 17 Blood Drive & Free 
Computer Portraits, 9 a.m. 

Student board elected 
By Dana Gibson 

On Sept. 18th and 19th 
398 students turned out to 
vote for the Student 
Activity Board. The 
results were the election 
of Richard Monte Harris, 
Gloria Kovamees, James 
Richard Moore, Carol 
Caldwell, Pauline 
Williamson , James Allen 
Lee, Kevin Robinson, 
Charlotte Lindsey, Frank 
Martone and Cony 

Schweikert. Individual 
offices will be decided 
upon at the next Student 
Board meeting. 

The main purposes of the 
Student Activity Board is 
to plan, develop and 
conduct educational, 
recreational, social, 
cultural and entertainment 
programs for students; and 
to allocate fund s to 
various clubs and 
organizations for their 
campus activities, 

information on season 
tickets, call 938-1211, 
ext. 371, or drop by the 
theatre office anytime 
between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m. 

Nelson Heggen 

- 3 p .m. computer pictures 
will be made of all blood 
donors between 10 a.m. and 
3 p.m. in the Student 
Center. 
Oct . 26 Halloween Rouse of 
Horrors, 4:30-9 p.m., 
$1/person, Student and 
student clubs are asked to 
participate in the develop
ment and showing of the 
haunted house for the 
community. Please sign up 
to help by Oct . 1 in the 
P. E. building. 
Oct. 28 Foot Reflexology 
Workshop, 6 : 45- 8:45 p.m, 
$4/per person, PE 112. 

SPORTS ACTIVITIES 

Oct . 8 Weight Training, 7-9 
p.m, $4/per person . Sign 
up by Oct. 3. 
Oct . 11 & 12 Racquetball 
Doubles Tournament , $5/per 
person. Sign up by Oct . 7 . 
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Keeping the peace 
Chief Joe Rotramel and company patrol campus 

By Dana Gibson 
Is College of the 

Mainland a safe place to 
learn? You bet! With 
Chief of security Joe 
Rotramel and his staff of 
patrolmen (and 1 woman) 
thieves should think twice. 

With one watchman it was 
impossible to cover the 
entire campus and as a 
result several incidents 
took place. At one time 
there were suspects walking 
i.nto classrooms and taking 
college property and 
vandelizing the campus. 
Now; with an established 
department of security and 
staff of well trained 
policemen , the theft is 
down to a minimum and 
vadalisms is nonexistence. 
"We will always have a 
fight between hot tempered 
athletes or petty 
theft •.. ", adds Chief 
Rotramel . 

When asked about major 
incidents (such as car 
theft or assault upon a 
person) the chief feel s 
that if he and his force 
are visible, it will 
discourage if not prevent 
such an incident from 
taking place. 

The first two to five 
weeks of each semester are 
the hardest part of the job 
for Chief Rotramel and his 
staff. After the first 
part of the semester the 
patrolmen become aware of 
which students are at a 
certain part of t he campus 
at different times of the 
day and they can "pick out 
the people who are not 
supp.:>sed to be there". 

Chief Rotramel has a set 
schedule so that there are 
police and or security 

guards here around the 
clock. 

To be an officer on 
Chief Rotramel's staff the 
policeman has to be "people 
oriented". Another require
ment from Chief Rotramel is 
that the policeman be able 
to deal with people on a 
one to one basis "with a 
great deal of finess and 
tact". 

"I feel that if I can 
not work with the students 
that the college should get 
rid of me and my depart
ment" said Chief Rotramel. 
When he was first hired 
there was a hostile atmo
sphere between the students 
and the policemen . But now 
after proving " that we ment 
no harm", the students got 
used to having us around. 
The patrolmen work on foot 
to promote a feeling of 
closeness to the students. 

After retiring from the 
Marines in 1970 Rotramel 

went to work for a security 
agency and from there went 
on to become a cooperate 
security supervisor of the 
Tenaco building in Houston. 
Rotramel's next promotion 
with American National 
Insurance where he was head 
of security. He then moved 
on to the sheriff's depart
ment . While working for 
the sheriff's department , 
he applied to start a 
security department at COM 
in 1974. 

At the time of his hire 
there was only one night 
watchman here on campus. 
Since then Rotramel has 
taken on the duties of 
locksmith, security guard, 
and patrolman. On October 
30th of 1980 he became 
director of security. The 
number of security personnel 
has also increased to four 
policemen, and one police
woman, and two security 
guards. 

~ . .~, - - -,> . . -- ~ 

Campus Police , \ 
Lost & Found , l 

Campus watchmen 
Security Chief Joe Rotramel, left, and his patrolmen secure the COM 

campus 24 hours a day. 
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Insights 
Writing an 

By Judy Hall 
The inability to write 

clearly and concisely is a 
roadblock to success for 
many of today's profession
als. 

The medical professional 
who is unable to effectively 
communicate on a patient's 
chart not only increases 
the probability of a 
lawsuit but literally risks 
the patient' s life. 

The scientist who 
vaguely represents findings 
may lead others t o wrong 
conclusions which may 
result in problems for 
society. 

The business executive 
who is unable to clearly 
express ideas is in a very 
vulnerable position since 
man~ernent directives are 
cus tomarily issued in a 
memo . The competitiveness 
within an organization 
makes business a cold , 
cruel world. Memos provide 
protecti on. 

"The major and most 
frequent complaint by area 
businesses js that people, 
especially managers, cannot 
write. 

The Gander Staff 

Writers Judy Hall 

Dana Gibson 

Mathew Gerry 

Thoc:c Quan 

Connie Ross 

Jacqueline Cole 

important job skill 
Because cf this problem, 

employers encourage these 
people to go back to 
school," says COM counselor 
Leroy August. 

11When I advise students 
trying to develop skills 
for promotion or after 
promotion, I recommend they 
take technical writ ing , 
computer science and 
speech." 

After 24 years of data 
processing experience, 
Maury Brinkman, DP director 
for Lockheed, says that 
" failure to accurately 

specify requirements (of a 
program) is the main source 
of conflict between the 
user (of the program) and 
the data processing profes
sional (who designs 
and codes the program)." 

In spite of technological 
advancements, he believes 
that good writing skills 
are still extremely impor
tant . 

In fact, the computer 
science student should not 
rely on future employers 

Continued on Page 5 

Newspaper introduced 
Open Letter to COM Students 
from Bill Spillar, chair
person , Division of Arts 
and Humanities. 

This year our student 
publication is being 
sponsored by Ms. Kathy 
Thomas-Hargis, a local 
profess ional journalist. 
Thomas-Hargis' charge is to 
offer guidance to the 
student-journalists as they 

Student Advisor 

Kathy Thomas-Hargis 

"The Gander" js o 
monthly student newspaper 
produced by students in 
College of the Mainland 's 
Journalism 131 class . 
Submit coTlUT'ent r, or st 11c1er,t 
letten, tc1 the Divjsi.on of 
Arts and Human~tiEs . 

produce a publication for 
COM students. 

The paper will contain 
articles by student s fo r 
s tudents. 

Our student-journalists' 
names can be found in the 
staff box of this paper . 
If there are issues which 
you would like to see 
explored , p]ease contact 
these students in Room T-55 
of the Technical Vocational 
Building or leave the 
informat ion in the Division 
of Arts and Humanities 
office. 

If we slip from our 
intent to publish news of 
interest to you, the 
s tudents, please let us 
know . There will be no 
censorship of content by 
the administration. 

Also - there i s still 
room for student contribu
tions to the paper. If you 
are interested, s ee 
Thonias-Hargis c 1· nP.e nf the 
st11clent-journaljst~ . 



. .. 

, 
\ 

" 

PageS 

Insights 
Working students have long day 

By Matthew Gerry 
Many COM students work 

as well as attend college. 
Their jobs range from to 
instructing working in 
every industry in the area. 

The working student's 
day might start with 
getting up at 4:0D a.m. and 
not end until the next 
morning. 

Working and going to 
college are a lot like 
juggling. From 4:30 a .m. 
to 11:00 a.m. I have to 
keep my studies up in 
the air while I concen
trate on my work. 

Half the time this work 

Continued from Page 4 

furnishing a technical 
writer, Mr. Brinkman has 

News staff 

is demeaning and unpleasant 
but it pays the bills and 
is just temporary while I 
go to college. In a few 
years this early morning 
job will end as I move down 
the road toward a real 
career . 

At 12:30 p . m. all on the 
job business is forgotten 
as I concern myself with my 
afternoon classes. 

After a morning of non 
stop running I sit down in 
class and realize just how 
tired these early mornings 
are making me. The only 
solution is to take a lot 
of notes and try my best . 

encountered only a few 
companies that do. 

Can this mean that. a 
computer science students 

Gander staff members from left, Dana Gibson, Judy Hall, Connie Ross, 
Jackie Cole and Mathew Gerry. The journalism students will produce three 

newspapers this semester. 

Other working students 
have much more rigid 
schedules than mine. I 
know of one student who 
works midnight to 8:00 a.m, 
and then attends afternoon 
and evening classes. 

Some working students 
support entire families 
while attending COM. I 
work to support myself and 
save toward the future. 

In a few years I will 
finish up at COM and be on 
my way to a 4-year univer
sity. Working part time 
helps me pay the way toward 
this goal. 

who omit writing cour ses 
from their curriculums can 
look forward to careers 
that begin and end with 
coding? 

English 236 , Technical 
Writing , provides the 
basics of clear and concise 
written communication for 
business and science 
students. 

BusiT1ess Connnunications 
231 teaches effective 
communication skills useful 
t o secretarial and other 
office occupations . 

lncreas e employwe11 t 
opp0rtunities by Jearn j n g 
t o write well. Start ~ow . 
Co by the libra ry end p ick 
up a c opy of the article, 
"Bow to write Clearly , " by 
Edwarrl T. Thompso11, editor-· 
-in-chief, Reader's Digest . 

Ren:ember, it is the stu
dent's responsibility to 
acquire appropriate educ~
tion f or their chosen 
field . 
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COM counselor juggles jobs 
By Connie Ross 

College of the Main
l and's softspoken Barbara 
Crews i s the voice of 
campus studen t s , s tudents
to-be , and the citizens of 
Galveston . Crews is a 
career counselor at COM and 
a newly elected city 
councilwoman for Galveston. 

She finds juggling bo t h 
careers very challenging, 
yet each rewarding and 
s imilar in nature. 

Whether it is counseling 
with a student , or tackling 
a City Council decision, 
both t asks require a 

----

\ 
Barbara Crews 

"people oriented" person; a 
person who recognizes the 
needs of the individual and 
is responsive t o t hose 
needs. Crews is that kind 
of person. 

As a career counselor in 
charge of "undecided 
majors ," Crews assists 
s tudents in making career 
choices . In addition to 
giving academic advise, she 
negotiates class scheduling , 
p r ovides students with 
community support groups 
for help with child care , 
financial aide and family 
counseling, and reassures 
students they can accom
pl ish their goals. 

According t o Crews, 
students usually find 
college to be overwhelming . 
"When s t udents come to me , 
they don ' t know who to talk 
to , what to study, what 
training is required for a 
particular job or what 
financial assistance is , 
available. 

Married students with 
families are uncertain as 
to how they can balance 
c lasswork with managing 
family needs, " said Crews. 
"I try to pul l those things 
together for them , " she 
added. 

Crews has been at COM 
since 1979. Her counseling 

Featured clubs 
College of the Mainland 
Amigos - Manuel Urbine & 
Robert Rodriguez . To 
establish a link between 
the Mexican-American 
community. Call ext. 307 
or 202 for more informa
tion. 
COM Art Association -
Stella Dobbins. Educational 
programs, gallery dis-

cussions , visiting artists 
and workshops, and annual 
Arts Festival on campus and 
raising funds for Fine Arts 
Scholarships. Call ext . 
418 for more information. 
COM Chapter Texas Student 
Educational Association
Janith Stepheson. To 
develop an understanding of 
the teaching profession 

work has evolved from a 
grant funded "women's 
center" to a professional 
curriculum of the college. 

The majority of students 
counseled are referr ed by 
the college admissions 
office , college instructors 
or from two outside 
agencies , the Department of 
Human Resources and Voca
tional Rehabilitation, 

She was elected to City 
Council May 9, 1985, after 
being encouraged by friends 
t o enter the polit ical 
race. 

She has served on 
Galveston's Planning 
Commissi on for several 
year s , and feels her M.A. 
degree in sociology has 
helped in terms of knowing 
how to negot i ate the 
system, " I like to encour
age people to participate 
i n the political process ," 
Crews said. " The people of 
Galveston need a voice." 

How does she juggle bo t h 
jobs simultaneously? " I 
try to keep a balance 
between my college work, 
City Council , and family 
life. I am occupied with 
City Council every Thurs
day, s o I counsel with 
s t udents at the college on 
Thursday evenings from 5-8 
p .m. " 

through professional 
association . Call ext . 
322, 218, or 328 for more 
information . 
Women in Support-Barbara 
Crews. The Woman's Gr oup 
of College of the Mainland 
provides an opportunity for 
educational and informa
tional exchange and a 
support for students . 
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Gander staff featured 
The following are 

introductions to some of 
the "The Gander" staff 
members written by Brett 
Jarrett and his Creative 
Writing students. 

Dana Gibson 
By Rachel Bowdoir 

This year the COM 
newspaper is proud to have 
Dana Gibson on its editorial 
staff . Gibson is in her 
first year at COM. She 
plans to stay here for two 
years with a major in 
journalism. 

Dana has been writing 
mostly poetry and ~hprt 
stories since she was nine 

Judy Hall 
By Timothy P. O'Krinsky 

Judy Hall is a young, 
pleasant member of this 
year's Journalism class . 
Judy, a br ight and cheerful 
young lady, was raised in 
Jasper, Texas and a ttended 
high school there. After 
she gr aduated from high 
school, she moved t o 
Houston to work. 

Judy has decided to get 
a B.A. in marketing . She 
has attended College of the 
Mainland since Spring, 
1985 . This semester she is 

Connie Ross 
By Nuccia Pignataro 

Connie Ross is an 
interesting person . 

She is one of the 
journalist COM will have on 
its monthly paper . Connie 
is a community relations 
director at Danforth 
hospital. 

She works on the hospital 

years old. In spite of her 
planned career as a repor t er 
her main interest remains 
creative writing. She 
hopes to turn the experi
ences she has in reporting 
into a bestselling novel. 

In fact, she says we can 
expect to see her book at 
the top of the best-seller 
list in four years . (And 
can we quote you on that 
Gibson?) 

Dana has definite 
opinions in the matters of 
literature and journalism. 
She does not want to report 
on the weather or sporting 
events . Instead, the world 
of international intrigue 
draws her. 

attempting a 16 hour credit 
load. wnen she completes 
the associat e degree 
program at COM , she would 
like to attend the Univer
sity of Houston to complete 
her final two years. 

But this is not where 
her heart lies; writ ing is 
her dream. Judy has had 6 
poems published. She says 
that it ' s a natural high t o 
see her work published for 
others to read and enjoy . 
She would like to write 
editorials for the school 
newspaper. She state, "I 

newsletter. 
Connie has hel ped in 

communit y projects such as 
the Heart Run. She is a 
professional person, 

Connie will bring us 
some interesting news 
stories and editorials, 

She will be doing some 
feature stories on College 

Dana's favorite author 
is Stephen King . Her goal 
is to knock him off the 
charts wit h her own 
spine- tingling novels. 

Eventually , she wants to 
write famous Broadway 
musicals. There is only 
one hitch in that goal, 
however. Dana told us that 
she knows nothing about 
music. So, anyone out 
there interested in collab
orating on a famous 
Broadway musical please 
contact Dana. 

With people like Dana 
Gibson on staff how can 
this newspaper be anything 
other than progressive, 
informative, entertaining 
and yes ---FAMOUS. 

find edit orials are more 
entertaining to write than 
hard news." 

In the future, Judy 
would l ike to write romance 
novels . She realizes that, 
at first, she could not 
support herself with a 
writi ng career. That is 
why she is obtaining a B. A. 
in marketing befor e she 
pursues her dream. 

I would like to welcome 
her to the s chool newspaper 
and wish her luck in future 
endeavors. 

of the Mainland Community 
Theater. 

Connie will be also 
doing an inter view with the 
popular Career Counselor 
Barbara Crews . 

We will be hearing a lot 
from Connie from the paper . 

Continued on Page 8 
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Board approves tax hike 
Ry Connie Ros8 

An eight percent increase 
in property taxes was 
approved recently by COM ' s 
bo~rd of trustees during a 
regularly scheduled weet
ing . 

Fi~e of the seven 
trustees were in favor vf 
the half a cent increase 
e ver the present tax rate 
of 11 . 395 cents. Opposing 
the incn,,H,e we re Trustees 
Jame~ Fdwards and Mary 
Doyle. 

A public hear ing was set 
for 7:30 p.m., Monday , Oct. 
7, to present the proposed 
rate of 12.306 cents. The 
bN~1:d will n1eet on Oct , J J 
fu r official adoption of 
the tax increase . 

Also on the meeting 
agenda was the recommenda
tion of new college ap
poir1t11,ents . The appoint
ments of Humanities In
structor Judy Blossman , 
Nursing Instructor .r-;ary I.ot1 
Hernandez, Electricjan 
Instructor Mark Walker, and 
Hearing Impajred Project 
Director Linda Carver wer e 
approved. 

Other board business 
jncluded a grant approvaJ 
for an Industrial Skills 
Training Program at Cat-'i. 
Purpose of the program is 
to rajse the unemployment 
r a t e by training indiviciu
als for skilled jobs. 
Students acquiring jobs 
after completion of the 

Kathy Thomas-Hargis 
Continued from Page 7 

By Brett Jarrett 
Kathy Thomas-Hargis , 

assistant city editor for 
the Gal veston Daily News , 
teaches Journalism 131 . 01 
t h is semester at College of 
t be Mainland. 

The sentence above is 
the top level of an invert
ed pyramid, a nawe describ
ing the kind o f writing 
practiced by newspaper 
reporters ; the idea being 
t hat all critical informa
tion occurs within the 
opening paragraphs , and 
other data 

like her ea r rings 
her quiet voice 
her kind of sculpted 
careful posture her 
s t eely eyes her 
poise her aggressive 
" you said t hat, I di dn't 
say t hat" way of talki ng 
duri ng 
int e r views 

trickles to the bottom so 
that anyone who loses 
interest will at least 
retain the heart of what 
he's read. Newspaper 
writing is sort of like 
putting the wra2per inside 
the candy bar . 

"The newspaper we 
produce will achieve two 
things," Ka t hy says : "It 
will familiarize journalism 
Studer.ts with the process 
of getting a paper out , and 
it will se rve the whole 
student body as a source of 
information. " 

--Why do you want to take 
t i me off from a full- time 
job t o t each jour nalism, 
Kathy? 

--To make a li t tle money 
and to make a little 
newspape r . 

--How little? 

program are expe cteci to 
ear n an average salary of 
$12.50 an hour. 

Bids to pave the parking 
lot of the technical-vocation 
area ~ere heard . A motion 
was made hy the bc~rri for 

administTation to study the 
bids, and take appropria te 
act ion. 

Board of Trustee Presi
dent Roy Engelke presented 
former board roeffiber Bill 
Flaniker. a plaque for 18 
years of service. 

COM President Larry 
Stanley reported a F~ll 
enrollment increase of 7.3% 
over last year, one of the 
few college e~perienceing 
an increase this year . 

--I gues s we ' ll pu t cut 
about 500 copies . 

- - What do you do at your 
full-time job? 

- - Fill in for reporters , 
edit copy, help in 
layout .. .. 

--Row many papers? 
- - About 30 , 000 
- - 1 guess that qualifies 

you to run a little 
publicat ion like ours, 
right? 

- -Right . 

.. 
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Kids learn in COM day care 
By Dana Gibson 

Science, math, P.E. and 
drama; sound like to much 
to learn in one day? Not 
for COM's youngest stu
dents. These "students" 
are actually children, who 
attend the child develop
ment day care center. 

To the average man on 
the street a day care 
center means exactly that 
"day care". Jan Smith , 
director of COM's Child 
Development Department, has 
a different opinion. She 
feels that "one of the main 
purposes of early childhood 
education is to build a 
foundation for all human 
learning". 

In the Child Development 
Lab, the child starts 
learning no matter what 
age, from the time he 
enters the building . 

Every part of the Child 
Development Lab is designed 
for learning. The floor 
has yellow , blue, red and 
green stripes to help guide 
the child to his room. 
After two weeks even 18 and 
20 month olds can find 
their room "and that builds 
independence," says Smith. 

Babies are cared for in 
the rainbow room. It is 
staffed with two "baby 
teachers". 

Ann Roberts is one of 
those teachers, she has a 
masters degree in early 
childhood development. 

Assisting Roberts are 
several " care givers," who 

each have one year of 
training in childhood 
development. 

Adjacent to the rainbow 
room is a changing room. 
In this room the changing 
table is blocked in on 
three sides for the 
protection of the child. 
Above the table is a poster 
of blocks it not only gives 
the baby something to look 
at, it keeps him learning 
as well. 

In the red room the 24 -
to 30-month-olds are 
taught. There is an over 
abundance of toys, but not 
children. At full capacity 
six to eight children 
occupy the room with one 
staff member and one 
student . 

Here the children are 
not just looked after or 

COM's day care center "village." 

babysat, they learn. Life 
Science is taught through 
Midnight, the local guinea 
pig. 

The children are taught 
responsibilit y as well. A 
chart on the wall displays 
the children's names 
accompanied with pictures 
of napkins, cups, and 
plates. Not only 
responsibility is learned 
but the basic foundation of 
math as well one t o one 
correspondence. 

At first sight COM's 
Child Development play 
ground looks like any other 
play ground, but take a 
closer look. There 's so 
much more •. .... 

There is a hill for 
climbing, swings for 

Continued on Page 6 
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Map your future 
Make education choices now for career planning 

By Judy Hall 
"Now is the time to map 

your fnttit·e ," COM counselor 
Leroy August advjses, 

"To be prepared, plan 
your education. Know where 
y0tt ' r<:> going and how you' re 
g:oin? to get there." 

COM business i nstructor 
~nnna Kantak suggests that 
students make a five-year 
plan to waximize success. 
why not! It works for 
businesses . 

Sometjme during child
hood contemplations began 
on "What do I want to be 
when I grow up?" Vc,rious 
games ~ere devised to carry 
ntit ideas en what the roles 
wotild be like. Ideas were 
forn,ulated through social 
interaction. 

Now, as an adult, worry 
sets in on "What kind of 
job can I get that will 

meet my financial needs? " 
Grab a pen and paper . 

Sit down and brainstorm for 
specific job position 
possibilities. Write them 
all down and do not stop to 
analyze until you have at 
]east a page of them. 

During analysis mentally 
create the child's game of 
role playing. If you do 
not have enough facts about 
t'he position, contact a COM 
counselor . Remember, it is 
the student's responsibility 
to seek out information . 

Once a rapport is 
established with a counselor, 
to insure consistency stay 
with that counselor. 

According to Leroy 
August, "The student 
shouldn't assume that the 
program in the catalog is 
what they need." 
Short-term and long-term 

COM students Tammie Harness and Jeff Leschber have their 

computer poster made at the student blood drive. 

goals need to be con
sidered. 

If short-term needs 
mandate job preparation and 
long-term goals aim for a 
four-year degree, the 
Associate in Arts Degree 
may be the appropriate 
stepping stone. The AA 
provides the basics for 
transfer to a four- year 
degree . 

Additionally, the 36 to 
40 hours of AA electives 
can be used for job prepa
ratory courses. However, 
the Associate in Business 
Administration Degree or 
the Associate in Science 
Degree may be more suitable 
for you. A counselor can 
help you decide. 

If employment is a 
priority and a four-year 
degree is not sought, then 
a vocational program may 
meet your objectives. The 
Associate in Applied 
Science Degree offers 
two-year programs in 
huFiness, industrial 
education, health, natural 
science and social sciences. 
One-year diploma programs 
are also offered in these 
areas . 

COM counselor Barbara 
Crews says that "not all 
classes transfer (to other 
degree programs). I would 
encourage people to come 
1 see a counselor) if they 
have any questions at all 
about what they want to do; 
changes they want to make 
in thejr career; whether or 
not they are in the right 
degree program; what 
courses to take; what the 
job market is like . We're 
a resource here, Just come 
with all your questions ." 
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Insights 
When relationships are over 

By Judy Hall 
EDITOR'S NOTE: This column 
will regularly appear in 
The Gander on the Insights 
page. Future columns will 
define the realities, 
fantasies and value of 
romance. Drop the name and 
address of your favorite 
romantic spot in our area 
in The Gander's box located 
in the Student Center. 
I ' ll check it out and 
report the best findings 
back to you to keep your 
heart smiling . 

When it's over, feel 
relief in knowing that you 
have emotionally grown and 
are one s tep closer to 
finding love . 

If love was only a 
temporary part of the 
relationship, there's no 
need to part in anger, No 
one can change the fact 
that they are not in love. 

Accept the fact that all 
relationships are not meant 
to last, Consider this 
time spent as a period of 
emotional growth, a step
ping stone to the person 
you can share an equal 
relationship with. 

It's best for all 
concerned to love enough to 
let go . This is undoubtedly 
a painful process but is 
truly an act of unselfish 
love. No one has the right 
to possess another human 
being no matter what kind 
of relationship exists. 

In time, yesterday may 
seem to be only a dream. 
But tomorrow is forever , 
Never let what has happened 

Romance 
in the 
Bay Area 

in yesterday's relationship 
i~hibit the relationships 
of tomorrow. 

The grief process 
following the break-up with 
a significant person is 
comparable to the grief 
process following a death. 

Sociologist and COM 
instructor Marty Caylor 
believes that in order to 
understand what happens 
when people break-up, we 
have to fir st look at why 
they date. She has provided 
the following information 
and grief recovery guide
lines. 

Sociological research 
reveals that we date for 
some of the following 
reasons: 
--We are expected to. If 
you don't date then people 
assume that something is 
wrong; 
--The dating process 
familiarizes a human being 
with the opposite sex; 
- -We practice roles. We' r e 
learning how to interact; 
- - We learn about that 
person as well as our
selves; 
--We find out "who is good 
for me;" 
- -We discover "what are my 
needs with the opposite 
sex;" 
- -Dating provides recre
ation and companionship . 

After a relationship 
break-up occurs - DO 
realize that you're going 
through something normal. 
Your body needs time to 
rest and think. Get 
emotional feelings out 
through activity. Listen 
to music, sleep or whatever 
relaxes you. Realize that 
your ability to concentrate 
is affected , and reading 
may end in frustrat ion. 
Find someone trustworthy 
who cares about you to talk 
with to get thoughts and 
feelings out. Deal on the 
feeling level. If the 
person was a significant 
other, the pain will be 
devastating. A counselor 
at Family Services Asso
ciation of America can help 
you recover. 

After a relationship 
break-up occurs - DON'T get 
carried away with fantasies 
of what might have been if 
only I had •••• DON'T 
escape with drinking or 
drugs. The problem will 
still be there until you 
deal with it . DON'T deny 
that the break- up bothers 
you. DON'T repress 
emotions and push them into 
your subconscious . 

Bolster your self esteem 
to mend damage done to 
your self concept. Work 
from strength, do the 
things that you're good at, 
things that excite you. 
Don't do something because 
someone else thinks you 
should. Satisfy you . 

Accentuate the positive. 

Continued on Page 4 
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Insights 

Nonsmokers have rights too 
By Dana Gibson 

Why is it that no one 
t hinks of the rights of 
nonsmokers? It could be 
t hat there are by far more 
smokers that nonsmokers, 

Nonsmokers have the same 
rights as smokers. Up till 
now the emphasis has been 
put on the right to smoke 
(in certain public places), 
In America fortunately we 
have been blessed with the 
freedom of choice . If a 
person chooses to smoke, 
that choice should not be 
forced upon the person ne·. 1 

to him who chooses not to 
smoke. 

In many cases the smoker 
consiously enfringes his 
choice upon another. One 
good example is in an 
elevator. When a person 
"lights up" the confined 
space gives the nonsmoker 
no choice, but to breath 
the smoke. 

The Gander Staff 

Writers: Judy Hall 
Dana Gibson 
Mathew Gerry 
Connie Ross 
Jacqueline Cole 

Student Advj_sor : 
Kathy Thomas-Hargis 

"The Gander" is a monthly 
student newsp2per produced 
by students in College of 
the Mainland ' s Journalism 
131 class. Submit comments 
or students lett e r s to the 
Division of Arts and 
Humanities . 

Why do nonsmokers find 
smoking offensive? Odor is 
the main reason. The odor 
from cigarette smoke not 
only clashes with every 
type of cologne known to 
modern man, but gets on 
clothes and in hair. Many 
smokers see this type of 
complaint as over exag
gerated. Tc them it is .. 

Smokers having the habit 
for 20 days or 20 years are 
used to the smoke and can 
not smell it. 

Another complaint t hat 
many nonsmokers have is 
that they get naus i ous when 
smelling cigarettes while 
eating. Contact wearers 
can also testify to the 
problem with cigarette 
smoke, 

If there are any smoker s 
reading this paper (and I'm 
sure there are) just 
remember that the per son 
sitting next to you has 
just as much right t o not 
breath the smoke as you do 
to light up. 

Thanksgivings past 
By Matt Gerry 

Thanksgiving is a 
special time of year for 
me. It always reminds me 
of my childhood experiences 
of s tudying the Pilgrims 
and the f i rst Thanksgiving. 

It also reminds me of my 
mother cooking all week 
before and the house 
fr~grant with the smell of 
turkey and pies baking in 

Continued Jrom Page 3 

Be around people who are 
s ignificant others (family, 
close friends). 

Compliment yourself on 
the positive things you 
have accomplished. 

If you've let yourself 
down or feel responsible 
for the break-up, forgive 
yourself. 

Life isn' t a fairy tale , 
There is reality. Don ' t 
expect a dating relation
t,hip to end in "happily 

the oven. There were 
always friends and rela
tives invited for the 
dinner , it was fun . 

We still hold it every 
year either 2t my sister's 
house or my parents. 

Thanksgiving is mor e 
than this, I never forget 
to give thanks for my 

Continued on Page 6 

ever after.•· 
Dating is the time to 

find out who you can live 
with and establish a 
relationship. Discover 
what you are not and what 
others are not. 

People need to be honest 
with t hemselves. Find out 
what in life is needed for 
growth , 

Have the guts to break 
off a relationship that 
isn '·t working. It's best 
for it to end before 
marriage. 
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Case of the missing ashtrays 
By Judy Hall 

INFORMANT: There's a rumor 
that a small group of 
antismokers are taking 
ashtrays in the Student 
Center. 
JUDY: Rave any idea who 
they are? 
INFORMANT: No. But if 
they feel that strongly 
about it, they should try 
t o get part of the Student 
Center designated as a 
non- smoking area. With 
ashtrays so scarce, a 
smoker sitting at a table 
with a ashtray becomes 
popular with other smokers 
because they share a common 
problem. Some people bring 
their own ashtrays and 
others use cups from the 
trash can. 
JUDY: I've noticed the 
cups. It really makes the 
place look trashy. 
INFORMANT: Not only 
trashy, look at all the 
burns in the carpet and on 
tlie tables . 
JUDY: Sure is a lot of 
them. 
INFORMANT : There's a lot 
of anger among smokers. 
They feel that they are 
payjpg for lunch in the 
Student Center, paying 
stu<lePt fees and should be 
provided adequate ashtrays. 
JUDY: Something has to be 
done. 

INFOfil-i.ANT : Back in Summer 
II when the new wing 
opened, the break room over 
there had plenty of tables, 
chairs and ashtrays. No~ 
there is only one ashtray 
and a couple of canisters, 
JUDY: I'll see what I can 
do to help. 

* * * * * * * 
JUDY: Do you have a minute 

to talk about the ashtray 
shortage? 
HAROLD PARHAM: Sure. 
JUDY: Do you think the 
ashtrays may have been 
taken by non-smokers trying 
to make a statement? 
HAROLD: I don't know. 
Could be. 
JUDY: Row do you feel 
about designating smoking 
and non-smoking sections in 
the Student Center? 
HAROLD: That would infringe 
on people's right t o smoke, 
which parallels to prohibi
tion or segregation. 
Puritans find it easier to 
pick on smokers , the small 
guy, rather than factories, 
the real cause, to satisfy 
their self e.steem with 
positive reinforcement. 
Cowards plck on the weak 
instead of st8nding up to 
the powerful . Taking 
ashtrays causes pegative 
behavior, resentment and 
rebel lion. 

* * * * * * * 
JUDY: What do you think 
about having a non- smoking 
section in the Student 
Center? 
DANA GIBSON: Th2t would be 
good. I get physically 
sick if someone is smoking 
while I'm eating . 

* * * * * * * 

JUDY: Do you have any 
information on the disap
pearance of ashtrays in the 
Student Center? Does COM 
plan to replace them? 
DAVID RAC (COM's Manager of 
Accounting): I'll see that 
funds will be made avail
able for the purchase of 
around 24 dozen ashtrays. 
Since the cafeteria and 
bookstore operate for 
profit, I'll see if I can 

take the funds from the 
maintenance budget. That 
way, the expense of replacing 
t he ashtrays won ' t effect 
the cost of books or food. 
JUDY: Do you have any idea 
about what happened to the 
ashtrays? 
RAC: Some were found in 
other campus buildings by 
COM cust odians . But many 
remain missing. 

* * * * * * * 
Interestingly, a large 
number of non-smoking 
students I surveyed were 
indifferent to the ashtray 
problem and smoking and 
non-smoking sections . 
However, Houston radio 
station KLOL polled their 
audience Oct. 22 on the 
question of whether or not 
smokers should be segregated. 
Results indicated that 68 
percent said yes to segre
gation and 32 percent voted 
no . 

The ashtray shortage in 
the Student Center should 
be resolved by the time of 
this publication, 

What's on 
your mtind? 

Write to 'The Gander 
and tell us what you 
think. 

Look for this semester's 

final issue in December. 
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swinging , slides fo r 
sliding and lots of open 
space for running . Learning 
can be fun , when it's 
(more) Life Science taught 
in the garden or Physics 
taught in the sand box. 

Creativeness is en
couraged in the children 
with the help of a minia
ture village. This village 
consists of a general 
store, complete with a road 
around ii and portable 
stops signs. 

Again responsjbility is 
emphasized. There are 
miniature garages for the 
tricycles. Each tricycle 
has it's own place and 
"order is learned", adds 
Smith. 

What do children do on a 

rainy day? Play in the 
green room, of course. The 
green room contains all 
kinds of toys that develop 
the motor coordination of 
the children and provide 
them with a place to 
release their energies when 
not able to go outside, 

Every day the children 
are given a routine "health 
check. " The check is a 
simple one: feel forehead 
to see if there is a fever 
check nose and eyes to see 
if runny and look at throat 
to see if it is red. This 
two-minute check keeps all 
of the children healthy. 
It is against the law to 
accept a sick child . 

In the Child Development 
center there are rules for 
the behavior of the chil-

Fun at COM picnic 
By Jacqueline Cole 

On Sunday, Oc t . 6, 
College of the Mainland 
gave a picnic for students 
and employees at Carbide 
Park. We arrived about 
3:30 p•.m. . 

As we droye across the 
bridge I noticed people 
were enjoying themselves in 
a number of ways . From 
200-400 peopl e were there. 
Children were running 
around all over the park. 
Babies were having fun 
swinging on swings. Some 
were playing horse shoes . 
There were two games of 
volleyball, men and women 
both. People were playing 
frisbee. My boyfriend and 
I were amused to see the 
line was longer for the 
beer than for the food . 
Later, we decided to try 
some of the hotdogs and 
chips. They tasted good. 

After eating we played a 
few games of bingo, not 
winning a game. People 

with better luck at bingo 
won different prizes. 

As we drove off people 
were still having fun. It 
was a nice day for a 
picnic . 

Continued from Page 4 

blessings. There is truth 
behind the traditions. 

There was a first 
Thanksgiving in 1621 at 
Plymouth colony. The 
Pilgrims held prayer and 
feasted for three days to 
give thanks for a 
bountiful! harvest and also 
to give thanks for surviving 
the Massachusetts winter . 

The second Thanksgiving 
was proclaimed by George 
Washington in 1789 on 
November 26th to commemo
rate the first Thanksgiving. 

The first annual holiday 
as we know it was declared 

dren. If one of the rules 
is broken the child is not 
shamed or hit, but rather 
asked why he did what he 
did. 

"We believe that all 
behavior has a motivation", 
said Smith. "The word 
discipline means to teach 
not to punish". 

Smith is assisted by 
Katie Butler, who has a 
doctors degree in ear~y 
childhood. Bulter is 
responsible for the supply 
of materials, health of the 
children and assisting the 
teachers with their plans. 

Parents play a role in 
the day care center as 
well. There are parent 
meetings, newsletters and 
parent-teacher conferences. 
Even a copy of the menu is 
given to the parents. 

in 1863 by Abraham Lincoln 
that every fourth Thursday 
in November be Thanksgiving. 

If the Pilgrims had not 
survived, maybe no one else 
would have come over to 
start the colonies. For 
this we owe the Pilgrims a 
debt of thanks. 

In my opinion we also 
owe a debt of thanks to 
American Indians who taught 
the Pilgrims agricultural 
techniques and other 
information useful to 
survival in early America, 

This country has 
progressed far in the 364 
years since the first 
Thanksgiving. The Pilgrims 
would be proud. 
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Students comment on AIDS 
By Cindy Engel 

AIDS! What is it? Who 
does it affect? Could I 
get it? These are some of 
the questions students at 
College of the Mainland are 
asking . 

When asked if AIDS had 
changed their dating and 
sexual activity Jeff 
Leschber said "It hasn't 
affected my sexual activity , 
you can't worry about the 
world ending.'' 

On another note, Hiroko 
McCarty said " When I date 
someone we have an agree-

Physics students 
launch 
COM 'shuttle' 

By Dana Gibson 

Ten, nine, eight, seven, 
six, five, four, three, 
two, one chants the "recovery 
team." And ••••. nothing. 

"The first try was a 
misfire," said drafting 
major Ed Shores . 

Ten, nine, eight, seven, 
six, five, four, three, 
two, one •••• no response. 

Shores, with the help of 
Kevin Wilcox also a draft
ing major and aerodynamics 
major Alice Caldwell 
examined the operation 
underway. Student in Dr. 
Hubisz's physics class were 
attempting to launch a 

Continued on Page 2 

ment that the other person 
will not date anyone else. 
I also have a teenage 
daughter I warn about 
AIDS." 

Carolyn Conwell said she 
would have t o trust her 
intuition and also that she 
is much more cautious now. 

Barbara Augestine 
realizes that anyoune can 
contrcct AIDS and woul d 
like to see more informa
tion and become better 
educated, while Dennis 
Bailey say "AIDS doesn ' t 
bother me a bit and it 
hasn't changed my sexual 

activity." 
The students at Col l ege 

of the Mainland do not feel 
they are educatPd on the 
AIDS subj ect and would l ike 
to see more infor~ation on 
AIDS. 

What fa AIDS'i AIDS 
stands for Aquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome. AIDS 
is a failure of the immune 
s ys tem , consequently 
pBtients with AIDS are very 
vulnerable to one or more 
infections or cancers that 
would not normally pose a 

Continued on Page 2 

Physics students, from left, Alicia Caldwell, Kevin Wilcox and Ed 
Shores 
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Zappa opens pro-rock hotline 
By Judy Hall 

Frank Zappa has set up a 
telephone hotline 
(818-PUMPKIN) so 
pro-rockers can start a 
letter writing campaign. 

Zappa's hotline is in 
response to the call for 
lyrical censorship by the 

Continued from Page 1 

rocket recently in back of 
the COM science building. 

after discussing the 
problem, the team decided 
that a boost would be 
needed for the battery. 
"The test of the ignition 
drained the battery," 
explained Shores . 

A COM campus gold cart 
was brought to the scene 
and used to revive the 
battery. 

Suddenly the rocket -
"The Freshman I" leaped 
into the air and made a 

Continued from Page 1 

problem to the healthy 
person whose immune system 
is working properly. 

There is no known cure 
for AIDS yet but researchers 
are working to find a cure 
for AIDS. AIDS has been 
termed "The disease of the 
century" but most scien
tis ts with the Center of 
Disease Control predicting 
12 ,000 new cases in 1986, 

According to a new 
report by the New York 
State Department of Health, 
approximately 95% of AIDS 
cases have occurred nation
ally in the following 
groups. Approximately 73% 
are sexually active 
bisexual and homosexual men 
with more than one partner. 
Approximately 17% are from 
past of present drug 
abusers using dirty needles 

Parents Music Resource 
Center (PMRC) or, as Zappa 
calls them, "The Wives of 
Big Brother." 

Artistic expression in 
rock music gained national 
attention because of 
actions taken by Susan 
Baker, wife of Treasury 
Secretary James A. Baker 

short, but powerful zoom 
across the sky .... and 
landed with a thud. 

"The Freshman I" is the 
three-week- old product of 
freshman, Shore, Wilcox and 
Caldwell. 

The group said that they 
would like t o study with 
the shuttle jnstead of lab 
equipment. They are 
encouraged by technical 
advisor and professor Dr . 
Hubisz who told the group 
not to be afraid of using 
their imagination. 

"The Freshman I" is made 
of homemade stuff, " explains 

and IV's. Approximately 3% 
are hemophiliacs who have 
received blood transf usions 
or. blood products to 
prevent clooting which are 
presumed to be contaminated. 
Approximately 1% are 
heterosexual contacts of 
people with AI DS or contam
inated by AIDS, and another 
1% from children who 
contracted the disease from 
their mothers infected at 
birth. The other 5% of 
AIDS cases do not fall in 
to any of these groups, but 
it i s presumed that the 
transmission occurred in 
ways like these. 

AIDS i s not contagious 
by merely being around 
someone with AIDS. It is 
not transmitted through 
eating or drinking from 
utensils of an AIDS victim 
as well as coughing, 

111, and Tipper Gore, wife 
of Tennessee Senator Albert 
Core, to censor rock ' s 
language. 

COM students reacted 
negatively to PMRC. 

Kelly Smith believes 
that, "They should have 
gone after all music and 
Continued on Page 3 

Shores . Boddy pins, 
coffee scoops, cardboard, 
drinking straws and 
shis- ka-bob sticks all held 
together with Elmers Glue 
and apoxi. 

"We could have used a 
kit," explained Shores," 
but our object is to see if 
the shuttle will separate 
from the booster." 

The shuttle did separate 
from the booster, but it 
happened on the ground. 
Caldwell who designed the 
booster was glad that at 
least her part of the 
experiment worked. 

sneezing or casual body 
contact of an AIDS victim. 
AIDS also cannot be con
tracted from kissing, 
Studies have shown that 
HTLV-111 virus found in 
AIDS victims, is present in 
saliva but no cases of AIDS 
have been traces to kissing. 

According to Dr. Mary 
Ann Cohen of New York, the 
student who is sexually 
active, male of female, 
heterosexual or homosexual 
should limit the number of 
sexual partners and avoid 
sex with someone whose 
background you are unsure 
of . Also avoiding 
promiscuous sexual encoun
ters will help to protext 
you from AIDS. IV drugs 
abusers should also be 
aware of the dangers of 
using needles used by 
another person. 
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Computer lab opens to students 
By Matt Gerry 

The Multi-Disciplinary 
Computer Lab opened at COM 
this fall and is offering 
many computer learning 
services that are useful to 
students in all fields of 
study . 

The MCL is open to all 
student s from 8 am to 9 pm, 
Monday through Thursday, 
and from 8 am to 5 pm on 
Fridays. 

Sarah Garrett, supervi
sor of the MCL, explained , 
"Micro Computers are small 
complete computing systems 
commonly used in business. 
COM outfitted the lab with 
IBM, Apple Ile , 
Hewlett- Packard 150's and 
Radio Shack micro computers 
and along with a library of 
hardware and software 
computer programs. There 
are instructors in the MCL 
to explain how to use the 
computers. " 

"There are students in 

Continued from Page 2 

not just rock and roll 
bands ." 

Luat Dang says, "People 
got the right to listen to 
what they want to. I don't 
think it's right. I know 
what they're trying to do 
but that's not how you do 
it, II 

According to Bryan 
Looper , "Rock and roll 
should live forever." Guy 
S. Cook III added, "It 
ain't no good." 

One Supreme Court 
justice points out that, 
".,. one man's vulgarity is 
another's lyric." (Basics 
of American Politics, Gary 
Wasserman). 

The war continues. 
The music industry is 

the MCL using word processing 
and other computer skil]s 
in the MCL, " Sarah Garrett 
explained. 

The MCL serves as the 
word processing center for 
the entire college as well 
a$ offering computer-rel ated 
learning services to 
student s . 

The COM student newspaper 
is printed at the MCL and 
this article was revised in 

the MCL using cnP of the 
Radio Shc1ck Computers. 

In the MC'.L stuc1entP. can 
learn to revise and correct 
term papers 'in abovt an 
hour using the computers. 
This is just one of the 
computer lea·rning services 
available. 

The Multi·-Disc.:iplinary 
Computer Lab js Jocated in 
the Tec.:hrii cal Vocational 
Building, Rc,om T-320. 

J. H. Faulk speaks at COM 
By Dana Gibson 

"Eac.:h succeeding gen
eration must capture the 
courage to stand up for 
their rights ," said Texas 
author and humorjst John 
Henery Faulk. 

Faul k spoke to a packed 
auditorium on Nov. 5 on the 
Eubject of people's rights. 

Re explained how his own 
rights were taken away, how 

organizing their efforts in 
rock's defense. 

The Musical Majority, 
formed by record company 
executives, is fight'ing to 
preserve artistic expression 
and freedom of speech. 

Some of the addresses 
given by Zappa ' s hotline 
are: 

The Federal Communications 
Commission, Ms. Edythe 
Wise, Chief of Complaints, 
Mass Media Bureau of FCC , 
1919 M St. NW, Washington, 
D. C. 20554 . 

The National Association of 
Broadcasters, Eddie Fritts , 
President and Chief Execu
tive Officer, 1771 North 
St . NW, Washington, D.C. 
20036. 

he fought back, and won 
$3.5 million. 

Faulk told of how in the 
l950's America was cc::ught 
up in the Red Scare. 

FauH said that he soon 
learned that Senator 
McCarthy was using the 
exploration of communists 
for his campaign. 

Faul.le said that, ''Senator 
McCarthy was using fear to 
run his campaign. " 

The Recording Industry 
Association of America , 
Stanley Gortikov , President, 
888 7th Avenue, 9th Floor, 
New York, NY JOJ06. 

The National Cable Tele
vision Association , Jim 
Mooney, Executive Director, 
1724 Mass. Avenue NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20036. 

MTV, David Horo-witz, 
President, 1133 Avenue of 
the Americans, New York, NY 
10036 . 

Additionail information 
is offered by the hotline 
and may be obtained by 
sending a self-addressed 
/110 legal si.ze envelope 
with 56c postage to Z-PAC, 
P.O. Box 5265, North 
Hollywoood, CA 91616. 
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Insights 
Day in the life of a student-mom 

By Judy Rall 

"Hey mom, got any clean 
socks for me?" 

Oh, no! I forgot again. 
Those socks had been in the 
washer soaking in bleach 
for two days. 

Another day begins. 
Up at six to leave by 

7:30 a.m. to drop my 
1O-year-old son and his 
bike at school and get to 
COM by eight for my first 
class. 

On the way to school I 
remember that I forgot to 
make sure the dog had 
water. Did I feed the fish 
last night? 

Images of my novel-in-pro
gress flash through my 
head . I try to hold the 
ideas until the next red 
light. lf the light is 
miles away, I jct it down 
while driving. 

lncidently, I haven't 
wrecked doing this yet. 
But if you see me looking 
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down while drivjng, consider 
that you've been warned. 

At two o'clock, I leave 
COM for work. 

A cold drizzle sets in 
whjle I make a mad dash for 
Sixt h Street and Tenth 
Avenue deep in the heart of 
Texas City. 

I beg.in to calculat e how 
1 could get out of the 
office so I coul<l be in 
League City at 3:15 so my 
son wouldn't have to ride 
his bike home; how I was 
going to maintain my 
scheduled work; and all the 
while , the p]ot of my 
novel-in-progress was 
surfacing. 

Stuck in a meeting in 
Texas City, my heart sank 
lower than a snake ' s belly. 
But the meeting went on and 
on . 

How could anybody expect 
me to keep my mind on 
busir.ess when my baby was 
riding his bike home in thE 
rain? 

Everybody had been 
telling me that I had to 
let go of him, and if I 
didn't, he couldn 't grow up 
to be a man was wrong. 

This was plain old 
meaness! 

The meetine was finally 
over at ten till five, and 
I rushed out to hit the 
road home. 

Tormented with guilt, I 
made my way through the 
rain . Mechanically shift
ing the gear patterns of 
one through four, I weaved 
through traffic. 

At last at home, I ran 
in apo l igizing and threw my 
arms around him. 

The poor little guy 
tried to comfort me and 

free me of my guilt. But 1 
was a hopeless case . 

The guilt has been so 
bad that I spend every day 
ccnniving to get away from 
the office around 3:15 so I 
can pick him up from 
school. 

I sit down in the 
kitchen to have my daily 
glass of Ovaltine. 

My son walks in, grins 
and says, 11I'm going to do 
a report on Sir Francis 
Drake because Drake sounds 
like Dracula, and I like 
Dracula." And with this he 
happily skipped out of the 
room. 

A friend calls, " Judy, 
we've got to talk. So much 
has been happening. Will 
you have any free time 
tomorrow?" 

As the evening progresses, 
I make my way tc the 
shower. My ,13-year-old 
daughter trails after me. 
I shut the bedroom door 
behind me. 

"Mom! I've got to talk 
to you." 

"Not now. It can wait . " 
"But it's about school." 
"My shower is rny time. 

I ' ll come by your room when 
I'm done . " 

Come to find out, she ' d 
gotten a bus slip. But she 
felt her actions were 
jGstified. An ugly boy 
kept touching her, so she 
had to move to another 
seat. 

You'd think this would 
be enough for one day. But 
not fo r me. 

As the household quiets 
down, the studying begins . 
But just then those right 
words come to mind . 

Continued on Page 5 
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Insights 
Be yourself in love relationships 

By Judy Hall 

I ' m me. Is the real 
you? 

The increasing divorce 
rate in t he last 15 years 
indicates that people are 
no longer afraid to walk 
away from a relationship 
that's not working and 
continue the sear ch fer 
happiness, 

Romance 
in the 
Bay Area 

tjon overcomes honesty. 
Illusions and impres

sions are constructed to 
inciease the probabiJi1·y of 
a continued relationship . 

But someday th~ mask 

will clip off. The ficti
tious love aff~jr ~ill end. 

And. who will be left 
with you : The rea] y0t; . 

Attractions come and go 
like elevators. If you 
mis~ one , another will b~ 
along soon. 

Wait f ar ttt one that i s 
a friend, Wait f 0::- the t 11:e 
who l ove & the real you. 

EDITOR ' S NCJTE: 'l'ld s c-olumn 
app~~rs monthly to keep 
your heart sn,j l :5 ng . 

So why do some still 
hide behind the mask of 
pretension to gain accep
tance? 

In 1966 John Lennon and 
Paul McCartney recognized 
this problem. 

OEA helps needy families 
"Eleanor Rjgby picks up 

the rice jn tbe church 
where a wedding has been . 

Lives in a dr~am . 
Waits at the window, 

wearing the face that she 
keeps in a jar by the door. 

Who is it for? " 
In the phychic state 

known as love, chemical 
explosions cloud reasoning. 

One person's evaluation 
will decide whether the 
ecstacy will continue. 

In an attempt to control 
the relationship, tempta-

Continued from Page 4 

By Jacqueline B. Cole 

The head of Office 
Educatj or, Association is 
Joyce White. There are 
nine members in the club. 
There names are President, 
Cecelia Kusek; Vice President, 
Charlene Brown; Secretary, 
Bridgette Clack ; Treasure, 
Brenda Erick; Reporter , 
Sammy Murray; 
Parliamentarian, Darryl 
Gonzales; Historian, Lori 
Kane; Recruitment 
Committee, JaC'kie Green and 
Rhonda Crowford. 

occur. 
A welcome interruption: One day I took a nap at 

the inter pr e t ation of the the kitchen table over a 
moment when the character cup of coffee and missed my 
interaction of my novel-in-pro-eight o ' clock class. 
gress brings them beyond I ' ve even been known to 
intri gue and into love. take naps in doctor's 

Sometimes one day wait ing rooms. But never 
doesn't end for me, another standing up in a staff 
one just begins. photo. 

When everybody gangs up Why do I do this to 
and gives me l ots of tests myself 
and papers t o write, My id tells me t o r un 
impromptu naps are apt t o away and party. But my 

OEA Care Project is t c 
c:ollec-1 ennugh food to feed 
several familj~s for the 
ThanksgiviPg Holidays. 
This will include a turkey 
and the whole me~J. Please 
donate can gocds for a 
needed family. 

There will be a State 
Leadership Conference will 
be held in Harlingen Texas . 
The College of the Mainland 
is in its t hird year in 
operation. Those who are 
placed the top three will 
go on to the National 
Compet ition . 

superego argues that J 
asked for it; and I have to 
act like a big girl and 
stick it out. 

A 20-hour course load, 
freelance writ i ng, and 20 
plus hours at work sounds 
like a lot. But I ' m in a 
hurry. 

The faster I get through 
school , the closer I am to 
reaching longterm goals. 
And believe me, I 'm ready 
for that. 
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Student holiday traditions vary 
By Ruth Jarratt 

Christmas is . .. absurd 
advertising, crass 
commercialism , crushing 
crowds, garish gift wrap, 
tangled traffic jams, 
tinseled trees, and trendy 
t oys .... or is it? 

Not according to student 
here at COM. To them 
Christmas is going home, 
giving gifts, Baby Jesus in 
a manger, green trees, fun, 
food and song. 

Most of the students 
interviewed mentioned the 
tradition of the nativity 
display. This custom is 
believed to have begun with 
a Giotto painting of St. 
Francis of Assisi , depict
ing an outdoor Christmas 
mass that St. Francis 
celebrated using live 
animals in the year 1224. 

Holding with this 
tradition, COM student 
Nuccia Pingnatarro tells of 
her family ' s ye&rly 
nativity display in her 
parents restaurant in Clear 
Lake. Nuccia is quite 
proud to say the display 
hc1s attracted the attention 
of hundreds of people each 
year, including press 
ccverage last year. 

The family of Larry 
LaBove , a s tudent from La 
Marque, chooses the day 
after Thanksgiving to set 
up the nativity with 
reverent ceremony . Each 
piece is set out in certain 
order except for the infant 
Jesus. This piece remains 
put away until Christmas 
Eve when he is 
ceremoniously unwrapped and 
gently placed in the 
waiting manger. 

Display of the Christmas 
tree, another tradition, 
had its origin a fewer 
number of years ago in 

. - , 
• tf! 
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Europe. Alsace and the 
Black Forest region are 
considered the birthplace 
of this traditional tree, 
usually at that time, e 
small spruce . This oc
curred in the early 1800 's, 
hut by 1841 it was con
sidered an all-German 
tradition when Prince 
Albert presented the royal 
tree to Queen Victoria. 

Priscilla Hargraves, a 
student from Kemah, dec
orated her tree with only 
handmade, unbreakable 
ornaments. This custom 
began, she feels, when her 
children were very small. 
Her most treasured deco
rations, she says , are 
those her children have 
made each year in school. 

Priscilla and he r family 
also celebrate this season 
with an Advent wreath. On 
the first Sunday following 
November 26th the first of 
four candles is lit on a 
wreath of pine or fir 
greens, the second and 
third on the following 
Sundays . The last candle 
is lit on Christmas Eve, 
symbolizing the Light of 
the World born that night 
two thousand years ago. 

Mary O'Rourke, a student 
f r om Santa Fe, recalls her 

favorite tradition is that 
of Christmas stockings 
bursting with gifts, candy 
and surprises left by none 
other than the red-suited 
old gentlemen himself. 

Mary also enjoys making 
fudge and candy to be 
devoured on Christmas Eve 
as tbe family gathers for 
Game Night, when all the 
old board games are brought 
out and dusted off for this 
annual yule custom. 

Having grown up in rur~l 
Tennessee, Alice Hakala 
remembers the good 
old-fashioned kind of 
-Christmas on her 

grandparent's farm. The 
tree was brought in from 
their own acerage as she 
~nd her grandmother pre
pared the Christmas feast. 
All the food was supplied 
from their own garden and 
the poultry they had 
raised. 

Student Deb Oliver and 
her family share this 
custom : no gifts may be 
opened before dinner . As a 
result, they have two 
dinners on Christmas day, 
because the children (and a 
few adults) are to excited 
to eat the first one. 

The exchange of gifts 
among the aunts, uncles, 
and cousins in Holly 
Jarratt' s family became t oo 
costly a few years ago. 
Now, instead, when the clan 
gathers at her mother 's 
home in Kemah, each person 
brings a tree ornament 
imprinted with that year's 
date. These are wrapped as 
gif t s and distributed, each 
person receiving an orna
ment from someone else. 
Holly says she treasures 
this tradition because it 
is an exchange of memories 
that last from year to 
year. 
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Merry Christmas World 
Students off er serious, funny Christmas wishes 

By Dana Gibson 

In a recent survey at 
COM, students were asked 
"If you could give a 
Christmas present to the 
world what would it be?: 
Here are the serious, funny 
and wacky answers that you 
gave: 

Pat Hughes - No more war . 

Ted Williams - American 
Express Gold Card 

Lori Wagner - A Porsche in 
every driveway. 

Anne Mills - Love of 
mankind. 

Rose Wilcox - No more 
hangovers . 

Larry LaBove - No more 
hunger . 

Terence Martinez - Money 

Del Robinson - Motley Crue 
in Russia. 

Tammie Smythe - Freedom 

Jackie Rickerrnan -
Chrh:tianity 

Christopher Van - Freedom 

Chip Starrnan - Intelligence 

Angela Leago - Education 

Kat Rice - Brotherhood 

Patty Taylor - More Love 

Charlotte wisnewski - Jesus 
Christ 

Maxine Vance A chicken in 
every pot. 

Stephen Sierra - Less war. 

Sara Shepard - Salvation 

Rebecca Gates - No hunger 

Kelly Hannagan - A cure for 
all diseases. 

Tammy Marcuso - Freedorn for 
every country. 

Jeri Hardur,g - World peace 

Jeannette Stewart: - A cure 
for cancer. 

Karina Carvajal - For every 
person in the world to 
get a one month vacation 
i n Hawaii free! ! 

Stephen McNeill - A world 
vide party with free 
"party favors" for every 
one . 

Angelia and Alice - a six 
pack in every mailbox. 

Cinderella opens at COM theater 
By Ruth Jarratt 

In 1957 actress Julie 
Andrews became the first 
Cinderella on Eroadway. 
Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein had again 
combined talents to create 
the role principally for 
:tf..iss Andrews. 

COM Community Theatre is 
currently staging this 
adaption of a timeless 
story, and Reggie Schwander, 
director, says he has 
looked forward to directing 
this play for several 
reasons. 

"This version of 
Cinderella has high family 
appeal with very real 
characters . It is genuinely 

funny and appealing in a 
modern sense," Schwander 
explains. 

Shirely Sarabia, as 
Cinderella, and David 
Elder, as Prince Charming, 
head a cast of thirty 
players. The technical 
crew includes scenery 
design by Randy Ruhlman, 
costuming by Michael Quinn, 
Merele Wurth as choreographer, 
Kelly Babb as lighting 
director and Eric Burnhart 
on sound production. 

The Rodgers and 
Hammerstein score, directed 
by Joey Bernsen, includes 
the familiar tunes, "Do I 
Love You Because You ' re 
Beautiful?" and "Ten 
Minutes Ago ." 

Much of the technical 
assistance and other 
backstage work is being 
done by COM students. 

The play will run 
throughout the holiday 
season from Dec . 5 through 
Jan. 26. Tickets are 
available at the theatre 
box office or by calling 
(409) 938-1211, ext. 345, 
nr (713) 486-8272 . 

tlllllllllllllllllUlllltllllllltlllUIHlllfllMllntmttt\,ihirihhhhhhilW.C PiihihiMNIIOUIIIU 
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Students whoop it up at rodeo 
By Judy Hall 

As the keg went down, 
the crowd came to life at 
the Pre-Holiday Country/Western 
Dance and Mock Rodeo held 
November 16 at the Nessler 
Center. 

COM students , friends 
and faculty partied as the 
Mesa band twanged the 
sounds of progressive 
country. The ratio of 
male8 tc females was 
two-to-one. 

Around 10 p.m. everyone 
had an opportunity to be a 
kid just having fun at the 
mock rodeo. It consisted 
of three events: high 
races, the chuck wagon rave 
and horse races. 

Rene' Tracy, Lynwood 
Weiss , Gloria Kovamees and 
R. Hugh Evans were the team 
m~tes that won first place. 

The 20 prizes available 
included belt buckles , 
country ties, chocolates, 
deep sea fishing and 
Bonanza tickets. 

Six teams of four people 
stepped up at the beginning 
of the mock rodeo. Ten 
teams of four people were 
participating at the end. 

As contestant enthusiasm 
mounted, Minh Nguyen said, 
"Hey man, we're going to 
win." 

In the high races the 
calvery ran across the 
dance floor to save the 
victim by dragging them 
back to safety on a blanket. 

On the way back to the 
safety zone, the victim 
grabbed a ring along the 
way. 

A few rings were dropped 
as the victims held tightly 
to the blankets. 

When in the safety zone, 
using one hand the victim 
tied a knot around the ring 
with a rope before another 
victim could be saved, 

Little red wagons 
carrying students wheeled 
around an obstacle course 
on the dance floor in the 
chuck wagon race, Student 

passengers held oranges 
under their chins as 
another student hot rodded 
them toward the finish 
line. 

One little red wagon 
overturned but had no 
casualties. 

At the end of the run, 
the wagon's passenger had 
to transfer the orange to 
the next passenger without 
using hands. 

Chin to neck and neck to 
chin the orange was moved 
from one to the other, 

Little stick poines 
provided entertainment for 
the horse races. Contestants 
hopped around the obstacle 
course keeping the little 
stick poines between their 
legs without using hands. 

Some contestants fell 
down, R lot of horses were 
dropped and a few horses 
ended up with no heads. 

By midnight Masa was 
playing "Cocaine." The 
lights were turned on and 
it was time to go home. 

The winning Mock rodeo teams, left to right: first place Gloria Kovamees, Lynwood Weiss, Rene Tracy and 
Hugh Evans; second place Kelly Lynch, Mike Lynch, Jody Clafferty, Hank Clafferty. The first place team 
chose a free bay fishing trip, and second place winners received belt buckles. 
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UCAM raising funds for trip 
By Matt Gerry 

The United Campuses against Nuclear 
War Club at College of the Mainland is 
trying to raise money to send student 
representatives to Washington D.C. in 
mid April for UCAM student lobby day 
in the United States Congrrss. 

New plans for UCAM day include 
student representatives lobbying with 
Senator Phil Gramm and the representa
tive from the local area to present to 
them the views of their UCAM con
stituency. 

There are several events being 
planned to raise money for travel expense 
and hotel accommodations for the student 

OEA club 
celebrates 

• anniversary 
By: Jacqueline B. Cole 

Office Education Association will be 
selling hotdogs and popcorn. They will 
be discussing the benefits of being in the 
association. There will be a guest speaker 
from chambers of commerce. OEA week 
will be Feb. 10-16. 

This will be the OEA 20th Anniversy. 
So we're having an open house to 
celebrate. Dr. Bass will issue a proclam
ation at 9:20 a.m. February 10th. 

To tell you a little more on what 
OEA is about. We go to two competi
tions a year. When we go to our com
petition we win plaques and certificates. 

It's very educational and you get to 
meet other students. Office Education 
Association is open for all majors. 

representatives in Washington. Look 
for flyers and pamphlets displayed promi
nently around the campus that will keep 
you up to date on UCAM activities such 
as the planned fun raisers. For more 
information about pending legislation 
regarding the nuclear arms race or to 
find out the times of club activities call 
uthe UCAM Hotline at 948-2264. 

In an interview club spokesman bill 
Fuqua explained, "The UCAM club 
supports an absolute free of the nuclear 
arms race, a comprehensive nuclear 
test ban treaty, unilateral reduction and 
an end to the super powers' arms race." 

Another club member Kazel Honea 
said, Fran Bartosh, a humanities night 

student, is president of the UCAM club 
this year. Mona Marshall is the faculty 
member responsible for organizing the 
UCAM club, she, along with other faculty 
members, serves as a sponsor of the 
club and handling club financial matters. 

Honea said, "The UCAM club is 
planning presentations to history, political 
science, psychology and other interested 
classes to illustrate how serious the 
situation is and to spur interest in class
related research groups being planned. 

This issue is the most important 
issue facing our generation and we feel 
tht if people don't take responsibility to 
turn things around then the next genera• 
tion might not make it." 

Leticia Martinez receives a $25 Sear Gift certificate from 
Hudson and Berrigan at the Student Center Jan. 16. 



Insights 
Cupid strikes some lovers 
EDITOR'S NOTE: This is a continuing 
column designed to keep your heart 
smiling. 

A special thanks is owed to sociology 
Professor Marty Caylor for her guidance 
on the subject and to former COM 
student Susan Peeples for her limerence 
research. 

"Why is it that I can never get 
through the first day of classes without 
needing additional supplies?" she silently 
mumbled. 

Making her way through the crowded 
bookstore, she looked up to be capti
vated by the eyes of a stranger. 
Silently transported by limerence, her 
blood became noticeably warm and 
liquid as it rushed through her veins. 
A smile, a "Hello," and then it was over. 

Left with the echoing of an affair, she 
snapped back to reality. 

What happened to the poor girl? 
She was afflicted by a condition called 
limerence, the legendary product of 
Cupid's arrow. 

Symptoms of limerence found by 

Romance 
in the 
Bay Area 

psychologist Dorothy Tennov include: 

• Lost control of emotions. 
• Obession with an attraction. 
• A perpetual state of anticipation. 
• Sleeplessness caused by thoughts of 
your limerent object. 
• Inability to acce pt the end of a 
relationship. 
• Extreme de pression about a love 
affair. 
• Compulsive need to be near your 
limerent object. 

• A tendency to see only the posi
tive characteristics of your lime re nt 
object. 

• Lack of a logical reason why you 
would choose a mate. 
• Both males and females can be 
afflicted. 
• In a fully developed limerence, a 
feeling of protectiveness and a sense of 
being completely attuned to each other. 
• Limerence often results in marriage. 

Dr. Tennov concluded in her 14 
years of research that not everyone 
experiences limerence. Nonlimerents 
experience affection and without com
pulsive preoccupation. 

L.irreren::ecanh:wmsu:klmlyorgraduaily. 
Dr. Tennov estimated the average 

limerent duration to be two years. 
The condition can range from a few 

weeks to a lifetime. 

"I was like one who sees in a dream, 
and when the dream is gone the passion 
stamped by it remains, and the other 
comes not to mind; euen so my uision 
has almost entirely disappeared, but 
the sweetness born of it distills still in my 
heart." (Dante. "Recollection of the 
Way") 

What about the U .S, Libya? 
The following are a few of COM'S 

students thoughts on Libya, Khadafy, 
and the trade sanctions proposed by 
the U.S.,etc. 
Floyd Kidd 
elementary education 

"I don't like terrorism, but I feel we 
brought a lot of that stuff upon our
selves by closing our ears to Arab 
problems." 
Hilda Mathis 
nursing 

"I believe Khadafy is trying to scare 
the world! He's a blow-hard and thinks 
that we're not going to retaliate, but he 
may be surprised, especially if Reagan's 
in office, and he'll get what he deserves!" 
Del Robinson 
English 

"You couldn't print what I've got to 
say!" 

Tim Pickett 
graphic arts 

"Mr. Reagans opinion seems to fit 
the "flake" perfectly. Personally, I feel 
the "Big Flake's"main priority is power, 
no matter what the risk!" 
Deidre Thurmond, nursing 
"I think Khadafy is a crazy man, because 
he thinks that if any country makes a 
military move he can and will start war. I 
believe the U.S. should take action!" 
Bill Benoit, physical education 
"I think the~ should listen more to the 
United Nations rather than listen to 
Khadafy and Reagan blow of hot air." 

Alice M. T ryals 
::omputer 

I feel that something should and can 
be done. If they could and would try to 
set a day and work hand in hand with 
one another. And not try to over rule 

each other. 
Clement Walter 
computer science 

I feel that Libya should be handled 
by all the neutral countries. What I 
mean is that those countries should all 
embargo on Libya. 
Betty A. Nelson 
banking 

I believe that the two heads of those 
countries should get together on neutral 
ground and discuss the situation. Make 
peace not war. 
Pat Blystone-Wallace/ electronics 
"Definitely should go to war to make 
more jobs so I can make some money." 

Don Trahan/ undecided 
"Without U.S. intervention of some 
sort, the problem will escalate to a 
major conflict between Libya and Arab 
States against the Israelis." 



Insights 
Radio hosts disappointing 

By Matt Gerry 

Radio personalities Hudson and Her
rigan left a lot to be desired in the way of 
humor Jan. 16 at the Student Center. 
The Student Activities Board advertised 
an hour of humor, but these two charac
ters spent all of ten or fifteen minutes 
running through a short tired comedy 
routine about school that they could 
have presented to sixth graders. At one 
point they made a Korean War joke that 
was so low-key that you had to have 
been there to understand. 

After ten or fifteen minutes Hudson 
and Herrigan drew the winning names 

from those who entered the door prize 
drawing sponsored by the Student Ac
tivities Board, Leticia Martinez won a 
$25 gift certificate from Sears, and Jim 
Higgins won a $25 gift certificate to 
Beall's both in the Galvez Mall. 

Hudson and Herrigan then walked 
to the side of the stage and started 
talking quietly with some people, leaving 
me very disappointed with Hudson and 
Herrigan's brand of humor. They were 
on and off in a flash like they had better 
things to do than entertain a crowd of 
college students. 

Prior to the show College of the 

Mainland President Larry Stanley an
nounced that "all classes would be 
cancelled Jan. 21st in honor of the 
birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King." 
Dean of Instruction Ron Bass also re
quested that "any student should feel 
free to come to his office and discuss 
with him any difficulty with course cur
riculum in any course being offered." 

It is my opinion that we were lucky 
Hudson and Herrigan were so brief in 
their comedy act America survived 
Rowan and Martin's Laugh-In in the 
sixties so Houston will probably survive 
through Hudson and Herrigan's radio 
free idiocy. 

Four SAB replacements sought 
Four Student Activity Board replace

ments are needed to plan and implement 
activities student for the remainder of 
the September 1985 to August 1986 
term 

Those accepting positions with the 
SAB will receive $100 per semester with 
a maximum of $200 per year. 

Interested individuals "who care 
about student life at COM, and don't 

Attention All Students! 
Here's a chance to express your opinion. 
The Citizens Advisory Council of College of the Mainland is 
sponsoring three annual awards for persons who have best 
promoted and represented the College motto "Humanhood 
Through Brotherhood. 

The awards are: 

For a Faculty 
Member 

H . K. "Griz" 
Eckert Award 

For a Student 
The President's 

Award 

For a Staff 
Member 

Citizens Advisory 
Council Award 

Be sure to pick up a ballot at the Information Desk 
(Administration Building), the Library checkout counter or 
the Division of Business foyer. 

Deadline: March 14 

mind hard work can have the chance to 
get programs they want while getting 
experience using organizational and de
velop mental skills, "coordinator Mary
ann Urick said. 

An average of three hours per week 
should be allocated for board activities, 
according to Urick. 

Members elected last fall continuing 
on the board are Monte Harris, Kevin 
Robinson, Gloria Kovamees and Bunny 
Bennett. 
Monte Harris, Kevin Robinson, Gloria 
Kovamees and Bunny Bennett. 

Jean Felter and Maryann Bennett 
joined the board in December. 

"Time conflicts, overcommitments, 
relocation and students leaving school 
created these vacancies," Urick said. 

For more information contact Urick 
at ext. 418 or Eva Neinas at ext. 417. 

Find the typos 
& win a prize! 

Whoever finds the most typos wins a 
prize. Cirle the typos in this issue of 
The Gander, turn them in to Kathy 
Thomas, Department of Humanities, 
SuiteB. 



The Gander staff 
Students earn honors Judy Hall 

THE following students were named to the dean's highest honors list for the Fall1 Dana Gibson 
Matt Gerry 
J acqueline B. Cole 
Berta Bragg 

1985-86 semester: Jeannette Mahaney .. . ...... TEXAS CITY 

Donna Baker . . .. . .... . . .. LEAGUE CITY Awasom Nsoh .•• . . . ....•.... HOUSTON 

Kevin Colston ............. ALTA LOMA Jesus Ramos ..• . . . . . ..•.. GALVESTON Roby Otto 
Thomas Curl . . .. ... .. . . . .. LAMARQUE Julie Regis . • . •... . . . ..•.• HITCHCOCK 

Charles Delgado . . . .. . . .. . . . TEXAS CITY DeeDee Roberts .•...... . . . LAMARQUE Kathy Thomas 
Student advisor Bonnie Dewindt . . .. . . . . . .. . . SANTA FE Bert Schroeder ....••..•. .. . DICKINSON 

Richard Eisenhour . . .. . .... . GALVESTON Brenda Seelbach . ...••.. . . . . TEXAS CITY 

A l ice Hakdla . .. . . . . .. . .. . LEAGUE CITY Georgia Strain . ... .. . . . ... GALVESTON THE GANDER is published by 
journalism students for COM 
students through the Department 
of Arts and Humanities. Please 
send comments and suggestions 
to the Humanities Department 
Suite B, attention Kathy Thomas. 

Judy Hall ..... . .... . • . .• LEAGUE CITY Tina Wheeler . . .... . . . . . . . . TEXAS CITY 

Lillie Henderson ...•.• . ..••• TEXAS CITY Robert Williams . .... . . . . . .. • DICKINSON 

Clint Hi ldebrand ........... GALVESTON Chia-hsun Wu •... . ....•.• LEAGUE CITY 

Peggy Johannes ..•..•.•.••• DICKINSON Leona Wurzlow . . . . . . ..•.•. LAMARQUE 

Robert King ....•......•..• . TEXAS CITY Gregory Zak ..•..• . ....•••• DICKINSON 

College specials, events, sports 
By Ruby J. Otto 

From 12:30-1:30 p.m. on Tuesdays 
& Thursdays, there are no classes! 
Come out to the Student Center and 

enjoy the following performers and 
special events. For more information, 
contact Maryann Urick at 938-1211 ext. 
418. 

Dates 
Tues., Feb. 4 
Wed., Feb. 5 

Sat., Feb. 8 

Tues., Feb. 11 
Sat., Feb. 14 
Sat., Feb. 15 
Fri., Sat. , Sun. 
Tues., Feb. 18 
Wed., Feb. 19 
Sat., Feb. 22 
Tues., Feb. 22 
Wed., Feb. 26 

Tues., Mar.4 

Tues., Mar. 11 
Wed., Mar. 12 

Fri., Sat.,Mar. 14,15 
Sun., Mar. 16 

Tues., Mar. 18 
Mar., 22-27 

Mar., 22-29 

Activity 
Hot Shandy, zany duo playing accoustic music 
"Living Safe In Dangerous World,"presented by Citizens Against Crime 7:30-
8:30 p.m., Sc-120, Free 
Trip To Burke Baker Planetarium, presentation on "The Year of the Great 
Comet," Noon-4 p.m. $7/ adults 
Candy Green Quartet, jazz, blues & contemporay 
Robin Hood, Free Movie Series, 7:00-8:30 p.m. (G) 
Robin Hood, Free Movie Series, 1:30-3:00 p.m. (G) 
Valentine's racquetball tourn.,$9/ person 
Brian Huskey, solo guitarist & singer 
Introduction to training workshop, 7:00-9:00 p.m. $4/ per. 
Run/ Walk for Your Heart, 9 ·a.m., 1/4 mi. & 1 mi. $7, 3 & 6 mi. $ 9 
Regency, five-piece accapella musical group 
GCIC Bowling Sports Day, at Brazosport College, free bowling. Open to 12 
credit students, 11:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Ken Whitener, hypnotist preview at 12:30 Student Center, full show 7:30-9:00 
p.m. L-131, free 
Al Garza, Karate demonstration 
Image Projection for Success, hair care, skin care looking good, 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
$2/ per. P-112 
Romancing the Stone, Free Movie Series, 7:30-9:15 p.m. (PG) 
Student/employee picnic, 1 p.m. ti!, dark, Carbide Park (north side), free food, 
beverages lots of fun. There will be volleyball, softball and bingo. 
Soul Brothers, musical group 
Lake Tahoe's Heavenly Valley, Spring break ski trip, deadline to sign up June 21, 
$486, 
$547 (two choices) 
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Sickness plagues COM ducks 
By Dana Gibson 

Sickness and death plague the ducks 
in College of the Mainland's pond. Many 
of the victims were left to decay in the 
spot where they fell last winter. Local 
authorities have differing opinions on 
the causes. 

Dr Roy Rhame, COM biology pro
fessor for 12 years, said COM ducks 
have been sick because of poor diet and 
overpopulation. 

"Healthy animals are like healthy 
people, whe n they are not healthy they 
are susceptible to diseases," said Dr. 
Rhame. He explained that the duck's 
diet consists of bread. Bread alone, he 
said, does not have enough protein to 
keep the ducks healthy. It is true, he 
said that some people from the community 
feed them grain, but it is still 1 ,ot enough. 
"At last count there were 72 ducks and 
geese on the grounds." 

Texas City veterinarian Bruce Austin 
has another theory. He thinks that the 
ducks have botulism. 

Botulism, Dr. Austin said, is a part 
of the ecosystem. 

"It happens during the late summer 
and early fall," Dr. Austin said. 

Botulism, he explained is caused by 
bacteria on the bottom of the pond. The 
ducks that eat from the bottom eat the 
bacteria and catch the disease, he 

Ducks beside COM pond 
added. 

Dr. Austin went on to say that the 
only way to keep the disease from 
spreading to the other ducks is to 
remove the carcasses. The reason why 
several of the ducks died, said Dr. Aus
tin, is because when a duck dies, the 
others will peck the maggots off of it and 
catch the disease. 

Many students were concerned that 
the disease could be caught by humans. 

When asked about this Dr. Austin said 
that the only way for a human to catch 
the disease is for them to eat the same 
thing that the ducks eat. He also said 
that people could not carry the disease 
home to their pets. 

Dr. Rhame said that he disagrees 
with Dr. Austin's theory. "The only way 
to confirm the fact that the ducks have 
botulism is to take a fresh body and do 
an autopsy on it. 

Teacher stands up for beliefs 
By Judy Fullen-Hall 

History instructor Larry Smith went 
to jail to dramatize the plight of the 
Texas City unemployed workers. 

Smith and 88 other protesters were 
arrested in a non-violent demonstration 
Feb. 13 on misdemeanor charges of 
obstructing a passageway. 

They blocked the gate of Carbide-

HNG/ lnterNorth co-eneration facility 
construction site because the project 
contractor, Century Contractors West 
Inc. of Houston, does not plan to hire 
union workers, Smith said. 

According to Smith, the campaign 
also will protect utility consumers from 
possibly having to pay higher rates. The 
companies involved with the co-gener-

ation plant have a secret contract that 
Smith said he believes may be hiding 
windfall profits. He believes the con
tract should be made public. 

"Texas City was built by unions. 
These companies are putting corporate 
greed above human need," Smith said. 

Continued on Page 2 
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Student seeks drafting career 
By Judy Fullen-Hall 

EDITOR'S NOTE: This is a continuing 
column to help the undecided student 
by informing them on how others haue 
made career choices. 

Playing with his stepfather's electri
cal draftsman tools at age seven was 
Dan Huckabees's first experience with 
drafting. "I decided I liked drafting, 
playing with the tools," said 34-year-old 
Huckabee. 

After 20 years of blue collar work, 
he enrolled at COM this spring to 
implement his plans to get an A.A.S. in 
computer aided drafting at COM by 
1990. 

Huckabee built offshore oil rigs from 
blueprints for 10 years. He often thought 
of " this draftsman sitting in an air condi
tioned office, sending these (blueprints) 
down to me" while he worked out in the 
weather. 

At 15 he quit school and started 
supporting himself to help his then 
divorced mother. 

Huckabee enlisted in the Marines at 
age 17. During the seven and a half 
years in the Marines, he got his GED, 
fought in Vietnam for 18 months, and 
ended up in field supply administration. 

He attributes his final decison to go 

Continued from Page J 

He feels that we are all indirectly 
affected and should support the cause. 

Smith said hte protest stems from a 
long tradition of American history -
"people trying to get justice." 

He considers the protest "a good 
educational experience." 

"The best way to educate people is 
to be a role model and offer alterna
tives. You can't separate learning from 
living," Smith said. 

He said that he encourages his stu
dents to stand up for what they believe, 
and the protest wass his way of practic
ing what he preaches. 

Please send comments to the 
Gander to LRC Suite B, atten• 
tion Kathy Thomas. 

Photo by Judy Fullen-Hall 

Student Dan Huckabee at drafting table 

ahead and get his education in drafting 
to his recent divorce. "When I was mar
ried it wasn't feasible to go back (to 
school). I had to support a wife and 
children." Huckabee has two boys, ages 
11 and 13. 

Primarily inte rested in a rchit ectural 
drafting, he would "lik~ to get into 
designing buildings and houses." 

Huckabee loves working with wood , 
fishing, bowling, speed bo,,ting, a rchery, 
rock music, and dra ft i11~. 

Beware of parking tickets 
By Dana Gibson 

At the first of each semester many 
students receive parking tickets. 

"We normally do not take action on 
the first ticket. We are basically telling 
you that we are writing tickets for that 
offense and for the other offenses on 
the ticket," said Chief Joe Rotramel. 

Fines concerning the tickets are two 
. dollars for the first, three for the second 
and five for every ticket after that. 

Rules for the parking lot are: 
Do not park a car backwards; 
Do not park in a fire zone; 
Do not park in a handicap space 
without a permit; 
Do not drive on the sidewalk 
without permission; 
Do not block an exit or driveway; 
Do not speed in the parking lot; 

"All we ask is that you show the 
same respect to other drivers that you 
would want them to show you," said 
Rotramel. 

Tickets written will not go on a stu
dent's driving record, unless it becomes 
a problem. If the offense is carried out 
repeatedly then the ticket will be turned 
in to the LaMarque or Texas City police 
department. 

Reasons for the parking lot rules are 
to protect the students and the cam
pus. If there was a fire and someone was 
blocking the driveway it would be diffi
cult for the fire department or an ambu
lance to get to the problem, Rotramel 
said. 

Rotramel said "a lot" of tickets are 
written each semester but declined to 
say exactly how many. 
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Students build parade float 
By Berta 0 . Bragg 

Two COM students creafed and 
built the Yellow Rose of Texas float that 
was in the Cotton Bowl Parade in Dallas 
last J une. 

Kennedy Columbo was inspired while 
at a previous Cotton bowl Parade with 
some friends. 

He and his friend Paul Sims wrote to 
the Cotton Bowl Council in Dallas for 
the rules for their entry. When they 
read the rules they decided they could 
do it and wrote again to be entered. 

The next step was to get a sponsor. 
Although someone may have the finan
ces, they must still represent a civic 
club or organization in order to enter. 

In this case the LaMarque Chamber 
of Commerce agreed to help raise the 
funds needed. bussinesses that were 
members of the organization donated 
some materials, a trailer, and about 
$1300 to cover some of the other expen
ses and materials. 

Kennedy sent in his drawing of the 
float for t)1e parade council's approval. 

The framework building assistants 
included seven or eight other friends. It 
took three weeks to build the float -all 
day, everyday, except for Christmas 
day, which they took off. 
The float's framework, on it's trailer, 
was towed to Dallas five days before the 
parade. 

The floats are all taken to a huge 
warehouse on the Dallas fair grounds. 
The inspectors roamed around to spot 
any flimsy or unsafe workmanship while 
the builders finished their projects. 

Floral sheeting was stapled to the 
framework and also covered the Jeep 
that would be pulling the float, then 700 
to 800 yellow silk roses were attached. 
Three-foot-tall artificial rose bush trees 
were placed on the seven flower pede
stals, and a green fringe-like material 
was attached to the entire float as a 
skirting. 

Three young ladies, wearing yellow 
satin gowns and matching wide brimmed 
hats, also adorned the float on the day 
of the parade. 

When asked how he felt seeing his 
float in the parade, Kennedy responded, 
"Relieved! There was a lot of work 

"Yellow Rose" float designed by students 

Young ladies adorn parade float 

involved." 
Asked if he thought he might become 

a professional float builder, "A definite 
no!" was his reply. He said he really 
enjoyed the designing but preferred to 
just supervise all that work if he did it 
again. 

After the parade the float was de-

stroyed, and Kennedy said he took 
great pleasure in tearing down one 
flower pedestal in particular because it 
had given them so much trouble until 
the very last minute before the parade. 

Kennedy and Paul are English stu
dents at COM and are studying archi
tecture at the University of Houston. 
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Insight 
COM ducks need special care 

By Dana Gibson 

With winter coming to an end, every
one and everything breaths a sigh of 
relief, espeially COM ducks. COM's 
unofficial mascots have been left to fend 
for themselves for food and shelter this 
winter. 

While it is true that wild ducks are 
able to take care of themselves the 
ducks at COM can not. They are domestic. 

The ducks at COM are mainly Easter 
presents to children who have been 

brought here after their newness wears 
off, said Dr. Roy Rhame, a biology pro
fessor at COM for 12 years. 

Their diet is made up of bread given 
to them by snackbar workers and stu
dents and whatever they can find on the 
bottom of the pond. All of this may 
seem an adequate diet, but when spread 
between about 70 ducks and geese, 
food is scarce. 

Shelter is a problem in winter. A 
small space underneath the student 
center provides little escape from the 

wind and rain. More shelter is needed 
for laying and hatching eggs. 

President Larry Stanley said that he 
did not know of anyone who is assigned 
to take care of the ducks. He assured 
The Gander that if someone was not in 
charge of the ducks he would assign 
someone to do so. 

COM's unoffical mascot must have 
shelter and a food supply that will keep 
them healthy or become once again the 
weak and dying animals that they were 
this winter. 

Green jazz quartet was great fun 
By Matt Gerry 

If you missed the Candy Green Jazz 
Quartet's performance Feb. 10 at 
College of the Mainland, you missed an 
afternoon of great jazz entertainment. 

The quartet is composed of Candy 
Green, pianist and lead singer; Darryl 
Taylor, base drums; Sylvester LeBlanc 
on saxiphone and flute; and G.T. Hogan 
on drums. 

Candy Green is also house pianist 
at the Wentletrap Restaurant in Galves-

ton, and Sylvester LeBlance is the di
rector of the Cashmere Stage Jazz 
Band and the Marching Band of Houston. 

The jazz concert got a fast start with 
"Things Ain't What They Used to Be" 
and "Let the Good Times Roll." 

There were memorable perfor
mances on drums by Hogan, but my 
favorite was the performance on jazz 
saxiphone by LeBlanc who did equally 
well with the flute on songs such as "I 
Remember April." 

Seemingly familiar songs were done 

Which Illovie should win? 
What movie do you think should be 

picked as the Academy Award best 
movie of the year and why? 

Christine Camp/ Real Estate 
"Color Purple. Really did a good 

job depicting that segment of time." 

Scott McC/ung/ Business Management 
"Color Purple. Fantastic. Wasn't 

so true to life that it was boring but true 
to life." 

David Polinard/Undecided 
"Emerald Forest. I like it. Had a lot 

of excitement." 

Jackie Price/ Aluin transfer 
"I like the story in the Color Pur

ple . It tells the way things were, not the 
way it should have been." 

Sam Kendon/ Electronics major 
"I think that the movie Iron Eagle 

should be nominated. It has lots of great 
action scenes in it." 

Mary Gendend/computer science 
"The movie "Down and out in 

Beverly Hills" is the funniest movie I 
have every seen. I feel it should win 
because it has a good story line." 

in a completely original style which is 
the Candy Green Quartet's style alone. 
Each member of the group had the 
musical talent to be entertaining alone 
but the combined talent of the four 
musicians together was awsome. 

The Student Activities Board brought 
top of the line entertainment to C.O.M. 
and it was an enjoyable afternoon of 
jazz. 

Base player Darryl Taylor said, "The 
quartet enjoyed performing at C.O.M. 
and hope to be back soon." 

The Gander 
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Art club offers exhibits, sale 
By Matt Gerry 

The Art Associatin at College of the 
Mainland is holding an Art Festival May 
1, to sell student artworks, handmade 
sculpture and pottery, will be open to 
the public. 

Barbra Guthrie, president of C.O.M. 
Arts Association explained, "there are 
plans for designing a new sign outside 
the gallery to bring more public attention 
to the gallery during the student art 
sale." 

Guthrie said the main purpose of 
the Arts Association is lo offer art scho
lars hips and to coordinate student 
activities in the fine arts department. 
There was an exhibition of student art 
on display in the C.O.M. art gallery until 
February 14. 

Stella Dobbins, director of the C.O .M. 
art gallery, said that"Gay Block, Houston 
photographer, gave an opening lecture 
and show slides on her work February 
20th. The exhibition of her recent photo
graphs in the C.O.M. art gallery will be 
exhibited through March 23. This exhibi
tion is in conjuction with the Houston 
Photo-fest and is of international reputa
tion. These photo images of women and 
most recently the color-dyptich portrait 
pieces that give into the personal and 
professional lives of people, Dobbins 
said. 

Guthrie also said "the Arts Association 
is planting seven trees in honor of the 
astronauts who died in the space shuttle 
tragedy. There will be a dedication 
ceremony May l. For more information 

on any of these activities contact the 
Fine Arts Department. 

Dobbins said "an exhibit entitled 
College of the Mainland F acuity Selects" 
will open April 4. The exhibit will open 
at 7 p.m. with a lecture from David 
Brauer. This exhibit is in honor of the 
Texas Sesquicentennial. Exhibited will 
be works of 12 Texas artists, each 
selected by a different faculty member. 
On display will be artworks by Paul 
McCoy, John Alexander, Peter Brown, 
Michael Collins, Karl Umlauf and Betty 
Polifka. The Artworks of this large 
show will be on display at the C.O.M. 
gallery April-May 16. 

The closing of the faculty selected 
art show on May 16th will be marked by 
a panel discussinon moderated by visiting 
artist John Alexander. 

Guthrie said the Arts Associaton 
has been at C.O.M. since 1980 and has 
about 15 active members. This year 
new classes are being offered through 
the Fine Arts Department on Raku, a 
new method of firing to create beautifull 
glazes on ceramic artwork. 

The Art Association offers full and 
part time scholarships to students inter
ested in the arts. For more information 
contact the Fine Arts Department. 

Student tax deductions 
By Judy Fullen-Hall 

A tax deduction for education ex
penses is allowable for working students 
taking job related courses. 

Unreimbursed education expenses 
are deductible if the education "(1) 
maintains or improves a skill required 
by the individual in his employment or 
other trade or business, or (2) meets 
the express requirements of the law or 
regulations, imposed as a condition to 
the retention by the individual of an 
established employment relationship, 

status, or rate of compensation. This is 
true even for education which leads to a 
degree (Reg. l. 162-5)." (1986 U.S. 

Master Tax Guide, paragraph 1149). 
Transportation expenses are deduct -

ible for the number of miles driven from 
the job to the school and reported on 
Form 2106, Employee Business Expenses. 
The total of Form 2106 is entered on 
Line 25, Form 1040 to reduce the 
adjusted gross income. 

Win cash in essay contest 

"A simplified method for computing 
deductions for automobile expenses 
may be used for an automobile owned 
by the taxpayer. Under this optional 
method, the taxpayer may use a standard 
mileage rate of 21 cents a mile for the 
first 15,000 miles of business use of an 
automobile that is not fully depreciated." 
(1986 U.S. Master Tax Guide, paragraph 
1029). 

Costs of tuition, fees, and books are 
deducted on Schedule A of Form 1040. 
Many students may find they do not 
have enough expenses to enter on 
Schedule A to qualify for this deduction. 

Get your pen and paper out. Here's 
a chance to win some cash! 

United Campuses to Prevent Nuclear 
War (UCAM), in conjunction with the 
Student Activitives Board, is sponsor
ing an essay contest with a $50 first 
prize, and a $25 second prize for the 
best essays on any aspect of the nuclear 
arms race. 

There is no specified length and the 
essay can deal with anything from the 
effects of a nuclear war to "Star Wars." 

You must be a full or oart-time stu-

dent at College of the Mainland to 
enter. 

Entries should be turned in to Brett 
Jarrett in Suite Bon or before April 15. 
Entries should include name, address 
and phone number. 

The winning essays will be printed in 
campus newspapers, and the winners 
will be announced at the next UCAM 
meeting, May 6, at 12:30 p.m. in Room 
A148 of the administration building. 

If you have questions, call Brett Jarrett 
at 938-1211, ext. 313. 

For more information, get Publication 
508, Educational Expenses, free from 
the IRS by calling 713-965-0440. To 
order the publication by mail, send a 
request to IRS, "Forms Distribution 
Center", P.O. Box 2924, Austin, TX. 
78769. 

The IRS offers recorded tax informa
tion on education expenses at 713-850-
8801, tape number 238. 
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Student activities calendar 
By Ruby J. Otto 

From 12:30-1:30 p.m. on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, there are no classes! 
Come out to the Student Center and 

enjoy the performers and special events 
or if weather permits they will be held 
outside. For more information, contact 
Maryann Urick at 938-1211 ext. 418. 

College Hour Specials , Events and Sports 

Dates Activity 

Tuesday, March 4 .... .. ..... . .... . Ken Whitener, hypnotist preview at 12:30, S.C. , full 
show 7:30-9:00 p.m., L-131, free 

Wednesday, March 5 .. . . . . . .... . ... Outdoor Club Metting, 7 p.m., S .C.-120 
Thursday, March 6 ................ TSEA, display of talent show that is going to the 

convention, 12:30-12:40, L-131 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday 
March 7, 8, 9 ....... . .............. Brazos Bend State Park Trip, outdoor club trip 
Tuesday, March 11 ................ Al Garza, karate demonstration, 12:30, S.C. 
Wednesday, March 12 .............. Image Projection for Success, haircare, skincare 

and looking good, 7:00-8:30 p.m., P-112. $2/ person 
Friday, Saturday 
March 14, 15 ...................... Romancing the Stone, free Movie Series, 7:30-9: 15 

p.m., L.R.C. Audit., free,(PG) 
Sunday, March 16 ......... . . ...... Student/ employee picinc, 1 p.m. till dark, Carbide 

Park (north side), free food, beverages and lots of 
fun! There will be volleyball, softball and bingo! 

Tuesday, March 18 . .. . .. . ... . . . ... Soul Brothers, musical group, 12:20-1:20 p.m., S. C. 
March 22-29 . . . . ... ............... $547 (two choices) 
Tuesday, April 1 . . ......... . .. . .... Sparky Koerner, jazz trumpet music, 12:30-1:30 

p.m.,S.C. 
Wednesday, April 2 ........ . .... . .. Outdoor Club Meeting, 7 p.m., S.C.-120 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday, 
April 4, 5, 6 .... . . . ................ Enchanted Rock Trip, outdoor club trip 
Tuesday, April 8 . . .. ............... Scott Jones, comedian, 12:30-1:30, S.C. 
Thursday, April 10 ................. GCIC Sports Day AT COM, volleyball, softball, 

tennis and other sports 
Tuesday, April 15 . . .... . ......... . . Rockdales, rhythm & blues, 12:30-1:30 p.m., S.C. 
Wednesday, April 16 . .. ... ... . . . .. . Learn To Canoe Clinic, 6-8 p.m., sign up by April 

14, P.E., $2/person 
Friday, Saturday, April 18,19 .... . .. . Tron, Movie Series, Friday 7:30-9:15 p.m., Saturday 

1:30-3:15 p.m., L.R.C. Audit., free, (PG) 
Saturday, April 19 .. . . .. . . . . . . . . ... Trip to Burke Baker Planetarium, presentation on 

"The Legacy of Edmund Halley," 4 p.m., sign up by 
April 15, $7 / Adults 

Tuesday, April 22 .............. . ... Frances Moore Lappe', author of "Diet for a Small 
Planet, "guest speaker on the topic world hunger, 
7:30 p.m., L-131 

Wednesday, April 23 .. . . .. . . . . . . .. . Frisbee Golf Tournament, 6 p.m., $3/ person 
Friday, Saturday Sunday, 
April 25, 26, 27 . . . . .... . . . ..... . .. . Atchafalaya Canoe Trip, outdoor club trip 
Tuesday, April 29 .................. Rogue, Oaf & Fool, juggling, knife-throwing, 

comedy, 12:30-1:30 p.m., S.C. 
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Students to receive awards 
By Dana Gibson 

Students, faculty and employees all 
have an equal chance to win an award 
at the end of this school year. Student 
and faculty awards, Prisident's Award 
and H.K."Gri-z" Eckert Award, at gra
duation May 9 at the Nessler Center. 

An employee's recreational dinner 
was April 1 l at the Nessler Cen
ter to present the Citizens Advisory 
Council Award. 

Last year's winners were: Jeanette 
Bynum, President's Award; Dr. Manuel 
Urbina, H . K. "Griz" Eckert Award; 
and Mary Ann Urick, Citizens Advisory 
Council Award. 

A person is nominated because he 
sets an example of the college motto 
"Humanhood Through Brotherhood", 
said Jim Higgins. 

"It is not a popularity contest," he 

said. He explained that it is not the 
number of votes that wins the awards, 
but the reasons written on them. 

Nominees are picked by a citizens 
advisory committe made up of people 
from outside of the college, said Hig
gins. Each month the committe meets 
with the president, he added. "The 
committe provides communication bet
ween the college and the community. 

Student seeks degree in the stars 
By Judy Fullen-Hall 

EDITOR' NOTE: This is a continu
ing feature to help undecided students 
by informing them on how others haue 
made career choices. 

"When I read about it, I realized that 
astronomy is the universe," Russell Bly 
said as a glimmer of excitement reached 
his thoughtful blue eyes. 

In the eighth grade he made his 
career decision while going through 
some old books about a science pro
gram at his home. 

Now 20-year-old Bly is well into pur
suing his goal of having his phd. in 
physics-astronomy by 1999. 

Before his move to Texas City and 
COM, the native New Yorker accumu
lated 36 hours at Genesee Community 
College in Batavia, N.Y. 

What gives him the drive to keep on 
studying? 

" I just want to learn more about 
astronomy." 

So, after a hard day of studying and 
work as a COM physics and math lab 
assistant, what does this single guy do 
when it's time to party? Well, he's been 
seen frequently at Gerry's Club in Texas 
City. 

COM student Russell Bly wants astronomy career 
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Amigos club promotes culture 
By Matt Gerry 

For 12 years a Hispanic cultural club 
has existed at College of the Mainland. 
Its purpose is "to support, promote and 
share in endeavors which reflect the 
cultural heritage and interest of a seg
ment of COM students as well as a 
sector of the community at large within 
the college district." 

College of the Mainland Amigos 
invite all interested individuals to get 
involved. The only requirement is an 
interest in hispanic cultural activities . 
Meetings are held in room 230 B of the 
student center on the first Tuesday of 
every month. Two major projects were 
planned by the Amigos, the first was a 
-state wide program to raise money 
through the public schools to assist 
earthquake victims in Mexico and build 
healthcare facilities to treat the victims. 
A small amount of money was donated 
last year by the Amigos and they hoped 
that you would all assist with the fund
ing. The second project was a Cinco de 
Mayo celebration held on May first in 
the student center from twelve to two 
p.m .. Mariachis entertained along with 

folklore in traditional attire, a buffet of 
traditional foods, pinna ta breaking con
tests, tortilla making contests, guests 
from the community as well as members 
of L.U.L.A.C. along with boothes and 
many other events. 

Presentations were made to show 
the public the effects of Spanish mis
sions and settlers from Mexico on early 
Texas culture. Two or three boothes 
were set up on campus that day to reg
ister voters because the Amigos felt 
that students are not involved enough 
in local politics. 

City Commissioner Carlos Garza 
spoke to the club on March 18 about 
pertaining to the community and the 
importance of the student and Hispanic 
voters exercising their power on com
munity issues. He suggested deputizing 
members of the club so they could reg
ister voters. 

Constable Robert Cooksley also 
spoke to the club on the 18th about the 
importance of the student and Hispanic 
vote and the need to promote a better 
relationship between the Hispanic com
munity and law enforcement. He feels · 
that law enforcement was lax prior to 

the present administration. He is also 
involved in helping troubled members 
of the community and feels that jail is a 
last resort. He fee ls that there are many 
other ways to help an individual. 

Displays were planned at the Texas 
City Public Library to show the impor
tant roll played by Hispanic pioneers in 
the settlement of Texas City. Another 
little known fact is that the first vice
president of the republic of Texas was 
Hispanic. 

This year's president of COM Ami
gos is James Compian and the vice 
president is David Moreno. There a re 
nine other active student members along 
with Dr. Manuel Urbina, 
Dr. Robert Rodriguez and Dr. Mary
lou Hernandez who act as sponsors 
for the club. Community leaders and 
members of L.U.L.A.C. are also involved 
in club activities. 

For more information about club 
activities contact Dr. Hernandez at ext. 
307, Dr. Rodriguez at ext. 202 or Dr. 
Hernandez at ext. 426. David Moreno 
can be contacted at he non-print media 
department in the COM library on 
Thursdays after 4 p.m. 

Class gets real life experience 
By Judy Fullen-Hall 

A marketing research project for 
Hous-Tex Fence Company of Houston 
gave 17 marketing students a taste of 
reality. 

Instruc,.tor Donna Kantak tries "to 
get the student as close as possible to a 
real life situation." 

Presentations were given to Hous
T ex company representative Bill Mose
ley on Feb. 27 on additional product 
possibilities for his company. 

The class was divided into four 
groups which choose products and 
decide whether a demand existed for 
their products. The group project ap
proach was used to simulate what hap
pens in the business environment. 

Ideas presented included planters, 
boardwalks, gazebos, and prepackaged 
do-it-yourself projects. 

Moseley was receptive to all ideas 
and will return April 29 for presenta
tions on the promotional aspects of 
each group's project. 

The class will receive a payoff of a 
dinner furnished by Hous -T ex and exp
erience to add to their resumes, in addi
tion to their grade. 

Nursing students play game 
to learn about birth defects 

By Ruby J. Otto 

A Jeopardy game was held by half of 
the nursing students on Feb. 25, at 1 :30-
3:20 p.m., in Room NU 242. The topic 
was "Congenetal Anomalies in the Neo
nate," or birth defects. 

There was group participation with 
two teams. Team One was led by 
Carole Labby and their practical clinical 
experience was practiced at Humana 

Clear Lake Hospital. Team Two was 
led by Maxine Vance and their practical 
clinical experience comes from Saint 
Joesph Hospital. Group One won by 
one point making the score 4-3. 

Questions in the Jeopardy game 
were designed by Labby. "Students 
enjoy these games," Labby said. "It 
helps them with unit tests and state 
,board exams too." 
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Cadets have tough course 
By Matt Gerry 

College of the Mainland law enforce
ment academy graduation is April 10. 
Director of Training Bob Williamson 
said, " Upon the completion of each 
academy session prospective peace 
officers must take a licensing examina
tion that they must pass to become a 
licensed police officer in this state." 

Eighty-six topic subjects are man
dated by state law to be covered during 
a rigorous 13-week training session along 
with being able to handle extreme levels 
of pressure and develop the ability to 
communicate with others. 

Cadets must learn penal codes, civil 
law, traffic law, family code-liquor, laws, 

criminal law, first aid, ambulance and 
emergency vehicle operation, uses of 
force, weapons training, crowd control 
and code of ethics along with a multi
tude of other topics. 

This is crammed into ari intensive 
13-week training period with an option 
of three semesters at night. One quar
ter to one half of all cadets enrolled drop 
out before graduation. Some feel that 
they are not right for law enforcement, 
others are dropped for scholastic, dis
ciplinary or personal reasons, William
son said. "Last fall out of 35 cadets, 15 
graduated." 

Formal graduation consists of gra
duation formation, final roll call, final 
inspection and ceremonies in the audit
orium where graduates will hear from 

guest speakers, law enforcement pro
fessors, and COM President L arry 
Stanley. The deans and the class offic
ers will present awards and graduation 
certificates, followed by a reception. An 
honor guard of cadets will accompany 
the graduates throughout the ceremonies. 

All instructors at the academy with 
the exception of four are licensed and 
praticing police officers, including chiefs 
of police, captains, a lieutenant, ser
geants and patrolmen, along with judges. 

"Collectivly their law enforcement 
experience adds up to300 years," Willi
amson said. Academy graduation is 
open to the pubic. For more informa
tion contact the law enforcement depart
ment in the Technical Vocational 
Building. 

Sculptor undaunted by art's abuse 
By Matt Gerry 

Sculptor and College of the Main
land art sutdent Mark Muhich is un
daunted by the physical and verbal 
abuse his artwork has received from 
the public. 

Mark was contracted by the Jack 
Johnson Historical Foundation of Gal
veston to build a sculpture commemo
rating the 1906 black heavyweight box
ing champion who was born in Galveston. 

"This controversial sculpture was 
shot with a gun by criminal elements in 
Galveston," Mark said he repaired it 
and he feels that there is mostly positive 
feedback from the public about the 
modernistic black steel sculpture in 
Menard Park. 

"Most people appreciate the John
son sculpture for what it is, and it was 
awarded as the best new sculpture in 
the area by Houston City Magazine. 

" Mark researched Johnson's life and 
works and incorporated strong persev
ering aspects of Johnson's personality 
into the sculpture. 

Mark did another sculpture for the 
Rosenberg Library in Galveston. He 
intended this one to be "soothing, fos
tering and imaginative." He is planning 
several new sculptures for the Hous
ton-Galveston area, large abstract 

COM student and sculptor Mark Muhich 

color pieces involving shape and volume. 
Mark has a bachelor of arts degree 

from Michigan State University. He got 
into sculpting in New York in 1980 and 
has also been painting since 1973. Mark 
is attending art classes at COM, work
ing with clay and new experimental 
glazes known as "Raku." Mark is attract
ed to clay because it is more fun than 
sculpting steel or bronze. He is also 
assisting director Stella Dobbins in the 

COM art gallery. 
M ark discussed briefly the cultural 

blight of America's inner city as busi
nesses move to suburban shopping 
malls. He feels that there is a need to 
bring art or sculpture to give new life to 
the inner city. " A collaboration of mer 
chants in this area could bring in art
works to improve and give new life to 
the downtown area of T exas City and 
Galveston." 
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Insight 
Illusions better than reality 

By Judy Fullen-Hall 

EDITOR'S NOTE: This is a continuing 
column to keep your heart smiling. 

To exist. To dream of better days. 
To wake up today to go to bed tonight 
to wake up tomorrow, and nothing's 
changed. Like a bird in a cage, one day 
to die of sameness. 

Romance begins with illusions and 
reality is never as good as the illusions. 

But what happens when illusions 
are replaced by reality? Does the rom
ance have to be over? 

The illusion began with a glance that 
created a feeling of excitement. An 
initial judgment was made which deter
mined future behavior. 

Interaction sequences provided re
sponses which identified the relationship. 

The romantic vision eventually be
came a person with faults and prob
lems. The pedestal disappeared: the 
excitement was gone. 
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Romance 
in the 
Bay Area 
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Why is the best part at the beginning 
and why does it have to end? 

Why is the best part the best part? 
Excitement. 
Excitement only ends when you let 

it. 
Let yourself have fun again. Quit 

worrying so much about what you 
should do and concentrate on what you 
want to do. 

Your needs change. Don't neglect 
your own development. If you stand 
still, you die. 

Release suppressed emotions. 

Become more outgoing, more re
sponsive to people. Let you human 
connections become more honest and 
spontaneous. 

Be honest with your feelings and 
don't be afraid to express them. 

Look for a life where you're in har
mony with the people around you. 

Look for ways to live your life that 
give you more laughter. Create excite
ment. Live life with abandon.". . . the 
experience of falling in love disappears 
and love takes its place. . . the extra
ordinary experience must somehow 
continue in everyday life, must be real
ized as an extraordinary journey through 
existence which the lovers make to
gether. .. seek not what is reassuring 
or what has a lready been noted, but 
what is challenging, beautiful, creative-

. Then we fall in love again and 
again with the same person." (sociologist 
Francesco Alberoni, Falling in Love) 

What makes a good teacher? 
What qualities do you think make a 

good teacher? 

Dee Ellis, psychology/business 

"Availability, clarity, understanding, 

patience. I'd like to say to be the stu

dent's friend instead of they have the 

higher position - equality." 

Dave Hall, computer science/ hardware 

"Patience, understanding of the stu

dent's environment, pride in being a 

teacher and helping the student under

stand, and a willingness to offer gui

dance to the student." 

Russell Bly, phyics and astronomy 

"The qualities that make a good 

teacher are expressing concepts clearly 

and giving examples without assuming 

the, 'You should already know that!' 

style of explaining the example. Also, 

the teacher's personality should remain 

human and not so professional. This 

gives a more comfortable a tmosphere 

to relax and learn within." 
Cynthia Maurer, civil engineering 

"I feel that a good teacher should 

explain their topic thoroughly, giving 

many examples. I also feel that the 

teacher should be willing to help their 

student by answering any questions 

that he or she may have. This creates a 

better student-teacher relationship. 

Therefore, it c reates a better learning 

environment." 
Daniel J-'ennirgtan, c1v11 engmeenng 

"There are many characteristics that 

make a good teacher. Two of the most 

important qualities are patience and 

understanding. A teacher should take 

the time to explain the material fully and 

to the comprehension of the student. If 

Continued on Page 5 
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Place in tournament 
Eight COM students participated in the G.C.I.C. Bowling Tournament at Brazosport College in 
February. The men's team took third place, while the women's team won second place. Pic
tured left to right, front, Clay Burton, Albert Tolden, Jeaneane Scales and Randy Pirkle; rear, 
Jack Lamance, Cony Schweikert, P .J. Collins and Darryl Santell. 

Continued from Page 4 

the student and ins truc tor can come 

together on this level, there is no way 

they won't both benefit from each other." 

Chris Woods, graphic arts major 

"A good teacher will take time out to 

help individuals who need more help 

because they are weak in the subject, 

and a good teacher doesn't dicuss the 

individual's problem in public." 

Michael Morelock, electronics major 

"A good teacher can keep your 

attention span in class, no one is going 

to listen if the teacher is boring. If the 

teacher can keep you interested even 

though the material is boring or repi

tious then I would consider them a good 

teacher." 
Cynthia Hamilton, certified public ac

counting major 

"A good teacher has the ability to 

communicate on a level that the stu

dent can understand, is open minded 

and presents both sides of an issue." 
Frank Baez, engineering 

"How well the teacher expresses 

their knowledge and how well the teacher 

inspires or encourages the student to 

learn what he's teaching." 

Ray T acquard, business 

"How much I've learned at the end 

of the semester." 

!Debbie McRhee, opent 
"One that just really gets up there 

and teaches." 

Paul Wheeler, business 

" I like a teacher who will answer 

your question without making you feel stupid." 

Roy Monsny, undecided 

"My favorite kind of a teacher is one 

who can make a boring subject fun." 

Kevin Gaffney, art 

"Patience." 
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Students observe Baileys Comet 
By Matt Gerry 

Dr. John Hubisz, College of the 
Mainland science professor, and stu
dents in his classes have been observ
ing Halleys Comet since last October. 
Dr. Hubisz has been lecturing about the 
comet to public school students from 
kindergarden to college level. 

A geology professor and some stu
dents went to Uvalde on April 4,5 and 6 
to observe the comet through a tele
scope because the fog on the coast 
interferes with the view. People have 
had some luck observing the comet 
from Galveston after the fog lifted. 

Dr. Hubisz said, "The view is very 
poor this time, the worst in 2,000 years. 
COM students have been very inter
ested, some photographs have been 
taken and another group of students 
went to Garner State Park where, be
cause of the new moon, the comet was 
be visible around 4 a.m. Around the 
17th of April the comet was be visible 

through a telescope at 9 p.m. but the 
view got dimmer because thecomet is 
moving away from the earth." 

"Halleys Comet will continue to be 
seen about every 75 years from the 
earth for another 225,000 years but 
each time it circles the sun it looses 
billions of tons of materials." Approxi
mately 15 comets pass by every year, 
and generally can be seen with binocu
lars. Comets rotate around the earth in 
cycles of five to seven years." Halleys 
Comet was the first proven to return 
every 74 to 79 years which is why it is so 
famous." 

"People used to be afraid that the 
sun, moon and other planets would col
lide with the earth until astronomers 
proved around 1400 B.C. that planets 
orbit counter clockwise around the 
sun. Ha lley proved in the 17th century 
that the comet orbits clockwise around 
the sun and would not come near the 
earth." 

The 1910-1911 visit of Halleys Comet 

was the best understood, and scientists 
discovered poisonous gases in the tail. 
People were very upset when they 
heard the earth would pass through the 
tail. What they did not realize is that 
rarified gas from the tails of comets pass 
through the earth every year and are 
burnt up in the earths atmosphere. 

In 1910 and 1911 people panicked. 
People sold anti-gas comet pills. They 
were encouraged Lo stay indoors and 
seal up the doors and windows. The 
1985-1986 viewing is the worst in 2,000 
years because the tail was observable at 
a time when the earth was on the oppo
site side of the sun. 

Fortunatly we have pictures from a 
satellite that orbits around Venus. Com
puter pictures have been sent back 
from this satellite. 2061 will be the next 
good year for observing the comet. The 
comet will be observable in thge even
ing sky around April 17 of this year. 

Trans£ erring classes not so easy 
By Dana Gibson 

T ransfering classes to another col 
lege may not be as easy as it sounds if a 
student does not have help from a 
counselor. 

"It is unfortunate that a lot of people 
think that transferring from a commun
ity college is an easy thing to do," said 
Waren Dodson, COM counselor. "The 
counselors, faculty and department 
heads are here to help guide the stu
dents," added Dobson. 

When you enroll into a community 
college, if you know that you are going 
to go to a four-year degree, take courses 
that apply to your degree, said Dobson. 
It is not often that a student looses time 
by taking courses that will not transfer, 
he added. When this happens it is 
because the student did not work with a 
counselor and did not read the catalog, 
he said. 

Dobson recommends, a v1s1t to me 
counselor's office to review your trans
cript of transfering credits. 

If a student does nol already have a 
college in mind, Dobson suggested cho
osing the one that will offer the best 
environment to meet your needs and 
accomplish your educational objectivies. 

"You may want lo attend a particu
lar institution because of its athletic 
program or its national reputation for 
graduates from a particular program," 
he said. 

Dobson suggested selecting your 
colleges at,)out a year before transfer
ing. Write to them and request catalogs 
and applications. 

Students should make sure that 
they can meet the entrance require
ments (SAT/ ACT scores, advanced 
placement testing) . 

Students who have thirty semester 
hours or an associate degree, do not 
have to submit SAT or ACT scores or 
take a placement test. When sending in 
applications and fees, Dobson suggested 
also sending in dorm deposits, to ensure 
that you will have a room. 

Picnic tables provided 
By Berta O. Bragg 

The lack of outdoor seating on 
campus has been solved by the addition 
of three picnic tables. 

The picnic tables, which have seat
ing on all four sides, are located on the 
campus grounds between the LRC Buil-

ding and the Administration Building. 
The tables were puchased by the Stu
dent Activities Board with funds raised 
by student registration payments. The 
costs were $248 for the tables, $85 for 
the umbrellafwhich will be put out when 
appropriate, $15 for galvanizing the 
metal parts a nd shipping costs. 
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Language no barrier in class 
By Berta O . Bragg 

Language differences are no barrier 
between the students in COM's English 
to Speakers of Other Languages class. 

The students who have attended 
these classes have included people from 
Taiwan, Korea, Vietnam, Mainland China, 
Columbia, Costa Rica, Mexico, Brazil, 
Venezuela, Puerto Rico, Jordan, Sal
vador, the Dominican Republic and 
Spain. 

"They're a very close group and the 
students serve as support for each 
other because they realize that they all 
have similar needs," says ESOL teacher 
Marylou Morrow. 

Marylou believes that the cultures 
the students bring with them are very 
helpful in their socialization and learn
ing the way of doing things here. 

"You see many cross-national fri 
endships develop; such as the man 
from Mexico teaching a man from Poland 
how to fish. 

"These students are in class together 
for as much as 15 hours a week." 

Marylou speaks only English and 
some students who know more than 
one language help by translating for 
new students when needed. 

The nationalities and ages of partic
ipating students vary from one semes
ter to another, according to Marylou. 

Students' ages have ranged from 16 
to 67 years. The students' ages seem to 
have a strong effect on their ability to 
learn another language well. If the stu
dent hasn't begun to learn a second 
language by age 12, "they will never be 
able to speak a second language with
out an accent, because by that time 
most have developed a physical habit of 
making a certain sound pattern." 

"When people have learned a second 
language, early in life they have broken 
the pattern enough to make it easier to 
pick up a third of fourth language, with
out an accent, later on in life" . . . 

Marylou said that when a student is 
not literate in his oun language, the dif
ficul ty in learning a second language is 
greatly increased . The more educated 
the student is in his own language the 
faster he's going to learn English. 

In this class the students will learn 

four skills-listening, speaking, reading 
and writing in English in that order. 

This non-credit class is free to stu
dents and is funded by TAEA, Texas 
Adult Education Association .. 

The classroom has a console and 
individual stations set up where the 
students listen to a tape on headsets 
when they're practicing word associa
tion , listening skills and grammer. The 
s tudents can then respond and listen to 
the tapes of both their own response 
and the master and compare the differ
ence between them. The student is able 
to zero in on any mispronunciation and 
work to correct it. 

The class has a continuing program 
in which the students are required to 
use a dictionary to look up words to be 
sure of the meanings. Students then 
use these words in sentences. 

Marylou sometimes urges the stu
dents to watch television and read any
thing they can away from school to con
tinue exposure and practice of English 
usage. 

When asked how she chose this 

profession, Marylou said, "kind of by 
chance, after having reached a time in 
my life when I knew I wanted to teach. I 
followed through and was certified to 
teach up to sixth grade, but decided 
that wasn't for me." 

She talked to her friends and other 
people at Clear Lake and came to the 
conclusion that she wanted to be in 
adult education and it just happened 
that there was an opening at COM. 
That was four years ago, so what does 
she think now? 

"There's no other job I'd rather have 
had. It's very rewarding. You're getting 
warm fuzzies every day because you're 
helping somebody to do something that 
they really want to do. One of the mar
velous things about this class is that 
there's nobody here who doesn't want 
to be here! These students are all eager 
to learn and help each other out." 

The class also has a "food day, 
which is fun for all of us." The students 
each contribute a food from their native 
countries. Marylou adds, "We're a neat 
group!" 

Army offers 2-year plan 
The Army's special two-year enlist

ment program may prove to be an out
standing offer to young men and women 
still undecided about their future plans. 

The two-year enlistment could also 
prove to be a viable alternative for those 
already in a two-or four-year college 
program who need a break before con
tinuing on toward a degree. 

"The two-year enlistment enables a 
bright, young person to take time off to 
earn money for college and get his act 
togather," points out Sgt. 1st Class 
Steven C. Doud, a local recruiter in 
Texas City. 

In that short pe riod, young people can 
accumulate up to $17,000 toward col
lege under The GI Bill Plus the Army 
College Fund. Funding a college educa
tion, a problem that can put many 
graduates into heavy debt, is on the 
minds of prospective students around 
the nation. 

During those two years of Army life, 
many young men and women pick up a 
new outlook on life and gain mental and 
physical maturity they never had before. 

Enlistees can choose from as many 
as 60 special skills, as far reaching as 
communication, mechanics and food 
services, where they will be trained by 
proven experts. Education in the Army 
is far more than books and classrooms; 
it is also hands-on experience where 
"pupils" learn by actually performing 
rewarding tasks. 

The Army encourages two-year en
listees to continue their education while 
in the Army. There are Army Education 
Cente rs at most Army installations with 
a choice of college-accredited courses. 

The Army benefits include travel, 
medical and dental plan, 30 days earned 
vacation each year and a good starting 
salary. It is a salary that goes far, con
sidering expenses such as food and 
housing are paid by the Army. 
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Photographer explores life 
By Judy Fullen-Hall 

"Photography proved to be a vehi
cle to explore life around me," Gay 
Block said, smiling at her audience of 
students and faculty during a lecture on 
February 20 in the Fine Arts Auditorium. 

Photographi,\ is a learning experience 
for her-"What I don't understand. What 
I believe." 

Block spends a lot of time with the 
people she photographs even though 
they are very different from her. For 
her, it's the sessions not the photo
graphs that are the most meaningful. 

The 43-year-old Jewish woman from 
Houston began her photographic stu
dies in 1973. Her first professional work 
was portaits, and then and then she 
moved on to street photography. 

Block has spent a lot of time photo
graphing affluent Jews and senior citizens. 

In her slide show, she shows photos 
of Miami and Los Angeles senior citi
zens. Block also presented a video of 
the Miami people so we could "hear 
how they talked." 

Block returns year after year to the 
same people in Miami and Los Angeles 
to take pictures. 

"I really love old people. I really love 
being with them," Block said. 

Block's photos of supermarket em
ployees were on display in the COM Art 
Gallery through March 23. 

She was commissioned to photo-• 
graph these people by the supermarket's 
owner. Block said that the owner felt 
the photos would help his headquar
ter's staff view the market employees as 
human beings. 

She felt that the biggest part of her 
job was to make a connection with 

these people. 
Block believes that in photograph

ing people "they should be in the place 
where they live, they belong." 

The supermarket employeees were 
photographed at their jobs and in their 
homes. 

Her decision on angle and place
ment of people was based on intuition. 

Block has been presenting one-person 
exhibitions since 1977 in Houston, Clear 
Lake, New York, Monroe, La., and 
Portland, Maine. 

She has had seven public collec
tions, six publications and 18 selected 
group exhibitions since 1975 covering a 
broad geographical area of the United 
States. 

Block has received three grants and 
has taught sporadically at the Univer
sity of Houston from 1979 to 1983. 

Gay Block photos- "Lynn Appleyard, Austin, Tx., 1985" 

Have a great summer! 
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W atriss shows war photos 
By Anna Z. Bichta 

Opening night outside the College of the Mainland 
Gallery, hand-scribbled posters screamed to stop the 
war in Central America. 

Inside the statement continued . Quietly, but just as 

dramatically, the photos of Wendy Watriss revealed 
the war-torn countries of El Salvador and Nicaragua. 

The renowned photographer opened her gallery 
showing with a slide lecture on Sept. 11. The showing 
will run until Oct. 22. 

Houston-based Wendy Watriss is an accomplished 
photo-journalist whose photos have been published in 

Photojournalist Wendy Watriss (left) prepares to hang her exhibit with the help of gallery director Stella Dobbins. 
(Photo courtesy of Jim Higgins) 

Stanley welcomes students 
By Jim Richard 

Even after facing state-wide budget cuts and the 
effects of an obvious weak economy, College of the 
Mainland packed just over 3,330 students through its 
doors this fall semester - which became an all-time 
record for the college, according to COM President 
Larry Stanley. 

In order to get acquainted with the overwhelming 
number of eager-to-learn pupils, as well as brief them 
on special school functions, the college gave an 
orientation welcome Sept. I 0, which included a speech 
by Stanley. 

"The whole idea of this get-together, other than to 
help students get acquainted with the staff, is to try and 
get them to participate in the many student activities 
that COM has to offer," Stanley said at the welcome. 
According to Stanley, the activities held at COM are 
made possible by a 50-cent charge on each student 
enrolled at the college. 

"It's the students' money, and this is why we're 

trying to bring the activities we have to offer to their -
attention," Stanley said. "We're here to provide the 
best education and atmosphere possible for the students, 
because it will make learning a lot easier," he said. 

A few of the programs offered include a trip to the 
Texas Renaissance Festival on Oct. I I; a fall 
student / employee picnic held Sept. 21; live band 
performances; a variety of sports activities; and free 
movie showings on Fridays and Saturdays. 

The movies that we show are not rejects from the 
box office, they are very popular and highly rated ones 
and we wish everyone would give them a try," said 
Monty Harris, Student Activity Board member. 

Some of the orientation attractions included free 
soft drinks and a drawing for a free ride on a hot air 
balloon, won by COM student Kathy Geraldon, 17, of 
Texas City. 

Students who would like to be on the Student 
Activities Board are urged to contact Maryann Urick 
or Eva Neinas at 938-12 I I ext. 417 or at 486-8272. 

Village Voice. Newsweek, Life and others. Her essays 
have won several awards and honors, including the 
Interpress Photo Silver Medal in 1983 for "The 
Aftermath of War." 

Opening the slide show, Watriss expressed her 
appreciation to places such as COM, which are willing 
to bring her Central America photos to the public, 
while the national magazines often refuse to acknowledge 
the issue. 

The lecture included photos not shown in the 
gallery. Some essays were close-to home, the circuit of 
black rodeos in East Texas and German communities 
of Fredrikson. Others showed Watriss' concern with 
political issues: Czechoslovakia; the tragic effects of 
Agent Orange on the Vietnam veterans and their 
families; and the main theme - the war in Central 
America. 

During 1984-86 Watriss traveled extensively in the 
peacefull regions of El Salvador where the effects of 
war are clearly seen. She visited several farm cooper
atives and a unique country clinic, mostly supported 
by U.S. organizations, vhicb employs one woman 
doctor volunteer. 

Watriss also had a chance to take pictures of EI 
Salvador President Ortega and his family at their 
mansion. 

The most interesting photos were taken shortly 
before and during the national elections in Managua, 
Nicaragua. Watriss' camera captured dancing and 
laughing people who soon were to be fighting. 

Watriss hopes to soon visit the war zones in Central 
America and take more pictures there. 

The photo essay displayed in the gallery is touching, 
but its main purpose is to remind us of the U.S. 
involvement in Central America. As the photographer 
put it, "We have managed that war." 

COM President Larry Stanley congratulates COM 
student Kathy Geraldon on winning the hot air 
balloon ride at the student orientation welcome held in 
September. (Photo by Jim Richard) 
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Shakespeare's Tempest plays COM 

Stephano, Caliban and Trinculo spend most of William Shakespeare's The Tempest in a drunken daze trying to 
find their way around a magical island that seems to be conspiring against them. George Parks of Dickinson, Frank 
Green of Texas City and D. Lanier Young of Alvin portrayed the roles in CO M's theatre production last month. 
(Photo courtesy of Jim Higgins) 

SAB changes format this fall 
By Regina Brown 

This year at College of the Mainland the Student 
Activities Board will be run by volunteers instead of 
elected officials. 

At a meeting held Sept. 10, the board's advisors. 
Maryann Urick and Eva Neinas. explained why this 
new format was chosen. Urick said that electing 
officials at the end of each spring term for the next year 
was unsuccessful because. "Over the summer people's 
plans change, and unexpected things may happen and 
cause problems for members." 

Also. at the meeting. Dean of Instruction Don Bass. 
gave a pep talk about what the Student Activities 

Board should be and what will be expected of each 
member. Dr. Bass urged students "to get involved and 
create a board of enthusiastic students who want to 
help their school progress." 

Approximately 25 students attended the meeting. 
Neinas and Urick said they hope more students will 
join in on the fun of helping to make important 
decisions for the school. 

Most of all. we want everyone to have a good 
experience and learn to be a responsible group, Neinas 
and Urick said. 

If you would like to get involved in S A 8, call 
938-121 I. extention 417 or 418. or come by one of the 

. meetings which are held on Wednesdays at 4 in the 
Student Center. 

Duperier campaigns at COM 
By Anna Bichta 

As a part of her political campaign and in response 
to an Alan Ginsberg's political science students, 
Congressional candidate Lisa Duperier visited College 
of the Mainland Sept. 24. Duperier, a Republican, is 
running against Democrat Jack Brooks in the Ninth 
Congressional District. 

Duperier, a native of Beaumont, has financial, 
managerial and political experience. She studied at 
Georgetown University under Jean Kirkpatrick, former 
U. N. ambassador. Prior to running for U.S. Congress, 
Duperierworked for the U.S. Immigration Department, 
Congressman Phil Gram and President Ronald Regan. 
She is still very active in the business circle in 
Beaumont. 

Duperier believes that Brooks is "out of step with 
the rest of the Texas delegation" in the U.S. Congress 
and too often votes with Congressmen from other 
parts of the country who cannot identify with Texas 

problems. 
The candidate said, the "Congressman can be a 

salesman for his state" and that there is a need of a new 
approach to many issues from the person who represents 
the Ninth Congressional District. 

Asked about balancing the budget, Duperier said 
that while working in Washington, she has seen a 
waste of money and some unnecessary jobs. 

Although she is more concerned with national 
issues, Duperier commented on the possible legalized 
gambling in Texas. She said it might be "a quick fix 
that would help everyone," but she questions how 

· money would be needed to get the pari-mutuel betting 
started. 

Duperier pointed out the interesting fact that Sen. 
Brooks has been a Congress man since before her 
birth. 

Republican Brooks is also scheduled to visit COM 
Oct. 20. 

By Christian McDonald 

College of the Mainland's "Biggest Li'! Theatre in 
Texas" ran William Shakespeare's The Tempest Sept. 
4 through Sept. 28. The Tempest, written in 161 I, was 
Shakespeare's last play. It is a comedy set on an 
enchanted island during the time of Renaissance Italy. 

The Tempest was directed by Reggie Schwander 
and featured young, local actors and actresses as well 
as more well-known figures such as Eoghan Ryan of 
the University. of St. Thomas and the Houston 
Shakespeare ·society. Ryan played the lead, Prospero. 

The excellent stage and costume design is accredited 
to internationally known theatrical designer J. Newton 
White of New York. The stage was an exciting 
combination of ramps, trap doors, ladders and water 
effects. 

The show had a lively beginning with the staged 
rain, lightning and thunder. . 

The story of The Tempest is that of Prospero and his 
daughter Miranda, played by Samara Paysse, who are 
struggling to regain the Dukedom of Milan. Prospero 
accomplishes this by creating a tempest, with the help 
of Ariel (played by Tony Hancock), a spirit of the air, 
to bring the flagship and the scattering of the crew, 
several subplots emerge to create an exciting comedy, 
in which the pieces all come together at the end. 

The meeting of Stephano (George Parks) and 
Trinculo (D. Lanier Young) with Prospero's half-man, 
half-fish slave named Caliban brought the most humor 
to the play. Caliban was played expertly by Frank 
Green. Green's enthusiastic potrayal of Caliban made 
the character come alive. Stefano, Trinculo and Caliban 
team together with a few bottles of the king's best to 
attempt to kill Prospero. 

. On ~nother part of the island the king is wandering 
with his brother, Antonio (Cliff Mabry), a trusted 
friend, Gonzalo (Michael Wonio) and the brother of 
Prospero, Sebastian (Roger Stallings). Sebastian and 
Antonio team up together in an attempt to kill the 
king, and the plot thickens. 

Meanwhile, Prospero gets Ariel to bring together 
his daughter Miranda and the king's son Ferdinand 
(Richard James). 

Unknown to other characters, Ariel, with the holp of 
his spirits, is manipulating them all for the fulfillment 
of Prospero's ultimate plan to regain his proper title. 

The play moved well and the audience seemed to 
enjoy it. There were no noticeable slips and all seemed 
to fit well with exception of a futuristic dance scene put 
on for Miranda and Ferdinand. This did not seem to 
take away from the play, for the young lovers were 
supposed to be seeing something new and magical. 
Maybe just a little too modern. 

COM Theater "'.ill present six more shows this 
season. Breakfast with /es and bes begins Oct. 16. If the 
next shows match up to The Tempest, then they 
should be well worth seeing. 
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Soul Brothers play at COM 
By Jim Richard 

SOUL: The dictionary defines this simple word as: 
The_principle of life, feelings, thought, and action in a 
man ( or woman), regarding to the spiritual part as 
distinct from the physical. 

To a rhythm and blues musician, this definition fits 
right in with his way of expressing life with the musical 
instrument. 

The "Soul Brothers" is a rhythm and blues band that 
could make Webster alter his meaning of"soul"if only 
he were able to hear them. 

Recently the Houston-based group visited College 
of the Mainland and put on an outdoor campus show 
that was one of the best ever at COM. The large crowd 
that witnessed their playing clapped their enthusiastic 
approval of the group. 

Many bands today may be lucky if they have been 
together for at least three years. A sincere music 
enthusiast can tell whether the band is a new one or 
not. This group has been at it for 15 years and it shows 
in their playing. 

The Soul Brothers include: bass player and vocalist 
George Brown; guitarist and vocalist Jim Fulson; 
saxophone, flute and vocals Henry Boatwright; drummer 
Larry McCall; and keyboardist Charles Greenwood. 

"I really think it's a great thing that the school is 
doing this for the students. I can't wait to come back 
here again," Brown said. "We really enjoyed the 

reaction we received from the crowd, which makes our 
playing flow real well," he said. 

Most musicians as well as other performers in the 
business of entertainment started out in their professions 
at the bottom, usually idolizing a popular performer in 
their feild. 

The Soul Brothers are no exception to this practice. 
"I've been playing the sax since the late 50s, back in 

the beginning of the rock and roll era," Boatwright 
said. "Because of the popular sound of the saxophone 
during this period and how it was the answer to today's 
fancy guitars, I basically just fell for it, with musicians 
like Little Richard giving me someone to look up to as 
I progressed," he said. 

Larry McCall claims that he "really didn't have 
much of a choice back then" in his preference of music. 
"I began playing the blues at first, but I have played 
just about every kind of music except Chinese," he 
said. 

Many musicians begin practicing on an instrument 
that appeals to them because of the "beauty" behind 
that instrument. However, they sometimes find them
selves unable to comprehend it, and a second choice of 
instruments takes place. 

"I started out on the guitar back in the late 50s to 
early 60s but I found myself having a hard time at 
understanding it so I gave the keyboards a try," 
Greenwood said. 
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Henry Boatwright of the Soul Brother plays for 
COM students gathered at a recent College Hour 

Special. This was the band's second visit to the school. 
(Photo by Jim Richard) 

Fulson has been with the band for only a year and a 
half. "I enjoy playing with these guys. It's like a family 
to me," he said. 

COM choirs, bands plan for successful season_ 
By Olga Escobedo 

The College of the Mainland choirs and bands will 
have a busy fall performing on campus as well as in 
festivals. For music lovers it is a chance to see and hear 
a variety of music ranging from gospel, pop and jazz. 

The choir director this fall is Hope Shiver. Shiver, a 
hard-working enthusiastic director, has directed the 

· choirs for five years. Under her direction they will 
perform "Ray's Rock House," "That's What Friends 
are For," "Sound the Trumpet" and "Jesus· Christ is 
the Way" this fall. 

The COM Singers offer a variety of music. This year 
they will perform at the Texas Junior College Choral 

Festival in Dallas Oct. 22-24. During December they 
also will perform various compositions. 

The Studio SingerS-Sing ariety of pop.and jazz 
songs. They will perform a noon-time concert in the 
Student Center in November. During December the 
Studio Singers will also perform with the COM Jazz 

Ensemble in Room F-117 in the Fine Arts Building. 
Another choral, the Mainland Choral, a group that 

only meets on Sundays, will perform "The Mesiah"by 
G. F. Handel in December. 

This fall the band director is Sparky Koerner. 
Koerner, an inspiring director, has also been at COM 

· five years. The COM Jazz Ensemble and the Brass 

lnterCOM staff members for Fall '86 are from left, Matt Gerry, Jim Richard, Olga Escobedo, Regina · 
Brown (seated at typewriter), Christian McDonald and Anna 2. Bichta. (Not pictured Dana Gibson and 
Jan Cannaday Wilson.) (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Ensemble are under his direction. 

The COM Jazz Ensemble consist of five trumpets, 
five trombones, five sax:phones, piano, guitar, bass 
and drums. The Jazz Ensemble will perform a wide 
variety of jazz literature from Early Swing of Count 
Basie to Modern Charts of Thad Jones. Jazz listeners 
can see this group perform on Nov. 4 in the Fine Arts 
Building Room F-117. They will also perform as part 
of the Galveston Island Jazz Festival at old Galveston 
Squarebn Nov. 15. Their final fall concert will be Dec. 
16 in the Fine Arts Building Room F-117. 

Koerner and Shiver both anticipate a successful 
school year. 

Picnic washes o·ut 
By Regina Brown 

Although the weather didn't cooperate Sunday, 
Sept. 21, College of the Mainland's seventh bi-annual 
Employee-Student Picnic still had a moderate turnout. 

Those who did decide to go out t.o Carbide Park 
seemed to have a good time. Many students and a few 
faculty and staff members participated in games such 
as bingo and volleyball. 

When asked why the picnic was not cancelled after 
all the rain, Student Activities Board Faculty Advisor 
Maryann Urick said, "Well, there's a lot of people who 
are bogged down with school and work that were 
looking forward to some outdoor activities, and we 
still had the covered benches where bingo is held." 

Employee Duke Drewry showed up as he does every 
year ready for the softball game. Instructor Ken 
Sheffield was busy helping some younger picnic-goers 
with their kite flying. 

Food and beverages, such as hot dogs, chips, chili, 
and soft drinks were plentiful, and lots of students and 
employees came back for seconds and thirds. With 
Monte Harris cooking the hot dogs, and Eva Neinas 
helping to serve, things went pretty smoothly. 

So, despite bad weather, CO M's fall picnic was still 
somewhat a success--hopefully, the next one will be a 
drier one! 
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What's happening 
COM Amigos 

The COM Amigos attended a special video pre
sentation on the Mexican Revolution at the Sarah 
Campbell Blaffer Gallery on the University of Houston, 
University Park campus Sept. 21. 

The video featured Captain Leo Reynosos who rode 
with Pancho Villa in the Mexican Revolution of 1910. 
Dr. Manuel Urbina (one of the three faculty co
sponsors of COM (Amigos) interviewed Captain 
Reynoso with the video camera assistance and direction 
of Jerry Anderson and Phil Johnson of the non-print 
media of COM. 

Computer users 
College of the Mainland Computer Usere Group 

and Marvin Rogers invite everyone interested to 
attend meetings which take place every fourth Wed
nesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in Room T-318. 

The meetings include group discussions and guest 
speakers on social and educational issues. 

Newspaper recycling 
Newspaper recycling has begun on a monthly 

basis to provide insulation for the future home for the 
Handic,apped and Retarded Association ( H RA). 

A truck will be parked near the duck pond at 
College of the Mainland for a three-day collection. 
The outcome of the last paper drive has yet to be 
determined by the 'Trash Power' advisory board. For 
further information call Bebe Lising, (409) 948-4403. 

SAB, Blood Center 
sponsor blood drive 

By Christian McDonald 

The Student Activities Board and the Blood Center 
of Houston will sponser a blood drive Tuesday, Oct. 
14, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the College of the 
Mainland Student Center. · 

Students, faculty and staff, between ages 18 to 66 are 
urged to either call extention 417 or 418 to make an 
appointment, or to drop by the Student Center 
between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. A free T-shirt will be given 
to each person who donates blood. 

The last COM blo~d drive held Feb. 28 was the best 
ever with 98 doners, according to Maryann Urick. The 
Student Activities Board hopes to better that mark 
this semester. 

Most people are able to donate blood but a few 
restrictions do apply. People on certain medication 
like high blood pressure medicine cannot donate 
blood. If you are now taking medication or have 
recently, tell the screening nurse at the donating 
center. People who have cancer, cardiovascular 
problems, hepatitis, diabetes or a history of diabetes 
should not donate blood. 

A few temporary restrictions apply also. Pregnant 
women should not donate until six weeks after delivery. 
Anyone who has had major surgery or a blood 
transfusion should not donate blood for one year. And 
anyone recently in a country where malaria is present, 
must wait three years to donate blood. Since your 
body must make up for the lost blood, it must be at 
least eight weeks since the last donation. 

Most people can and should donate blood. Since a 
sterile needle is used for each patient, there · is no 
chance of a blood-oriented disease by donating blood. 

Recycling is also part of the Governor's 
Community Achievement Awards to win $60,000 in 
Highway landscaping awards The new turnoff con
struction in front of COM at Interstate 45 and 
FM 1764 will be the primary landscaping site. 

COM ·Gallery exhibits 
The College of the Mainlancj Gallery is showing the 

documentary photo essay on Central America by 
Wendy Watriss. The exhibit runs through Oct. 22. 

Other exhibits for the 1986-87 include, "Emerging 
Realists: East Meets South" on Nov. I - Dec. 15 and 
"Greg Reuter Ceramic Seu! pture." 

The COM Fine Arts also plans to put its annual 
Student Exhibition. It will include drawings, paintings, 
photographs, ceramics, prints, etc. The exhibit will be 
shown from April I through May 15, 1987 along with 
the Arts Festival on May I. 

For more information, call 938-1211 or (713) 486-
8272, ext. 354. 

Women help women 
Women interested in support group sessions and 

self-help discussions should take note of the hour-long 
programs held on Thursdays i_n the Student Center, 
Room 217, at 12:30 p.m. 

Over a brown-bag lunch, Ann Brestrup, M.S.W., 
will lead these discussion on how women may cope 
with everyday problems such as stress., handling work, 
school and family, and health tips for women. 

Starting Sept. 4 and continuing through April 23 
(every Thursday}, and including two special night 
sessions on Oct. 23 and Jan. 22, one or all of these 
discussions may help you. 

If you would like more information, please call 
Barbara Crews at 938-1211 or 486-8272, extention 
470. This program is sponsored by Women in Support. 

Student activities calendar 
By Matt Gerry 

and enjoy the performers and special 
events if weather permits they will 
be held outside. For more infor
mation, contact Maryann Urick 
at 938-1211 ext. 418. 

From 12:30-1 :30p.m. on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays there are no classes! 
Come out to the Student Center 

Dates 

College Hour Specials, Events and Sports 

Activity 

Tuesday, Oct. 7 ....••...•......•.. Touch of Class, five piece band, plays top 40, funk 
music, 12:30 p.m. 

Fri'd.ay, Oct. 10 .•........•........ Country Western Dance Workshop 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. 
Sign-up by Oct. 8, $3 a person P. 112. 

Friday - Saturday, Oct. I 0, 11 ....•.• Student Activity Board movie series, Cocoon, in the 
Student Center. 

Saturday, Oct. 11, 
(rain date Oct. 12) ............•.... Trip to Texas Renaissance Festival 8 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

·s I 6 per adult, $10 children (5 to 1-2 years old), $6 
under 5 years occupying a seat on the bus. 

Tuesday, Oct. 14 .................. Blood Drive, give blood and receive a free T-shirt. 

Monday, Oct. 20 ...•.............. Introduction to Karate, 7 - 9 p.m. Sign-up by Oct. 
16, $3 per person. Gym. 

Tuesday, Oct. 21 .......•....•..•.• Jim Fingers, a juggler, fire-eater, magician and 
balloon sculptor will perform at 12:30 P-~-

Saturday, Oct. 25 .••...• : ........• Hafloween House of Horrors, 4:30 - 9 p.m., 6:30 
p.m. costume contest. Cost is $1.50 per person. 
Student organizations are invited to set up food or 
game booths. 

Tuesday, Oct. 28 ..•..••.......•... Halloween Face Decorating Contest 12:30 p.m. 
Enter a team of four to six people. One person from 
each team will have his / her fact decorated by other 
members of the team 

Tuesday, Nov. 4 •.......•....... : . Zone, four~ piece rock band, plays top 40 rock, at 
12:30 p.m. 

Tuesday. Nov. 11 .......••........ COM President Stanley's informal visit with 
students at 12:30 p.m. 
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COM credit 
refunds timely 

By Jim Richard 

A little cash can come in handy once in a while, 
especially if you really do need it. But don't expect to 
get reimbursed immediatly for any of the "greenbacks" 
you may be waiting on from a class that had to be 
dropped for one reason or another after registration. 

Many students at College of the Mainland have· 
encountered this sort of incident in the past and there 
are a few good reasons for such a delay in refunds due 
to the dropping of classes after paying for them. 

For starters, all drops and adds must take place 
before any action can be taken as far as the initial 
paperwork for the refunds. 

According to David Rae, COM manager of ac
counting, the paperwork can range anywhere from the 
processing of all deposits into the tuition revenue 
account which can take up to three weeks, to the 
record keeping of dropped courses for the state which 
gives funding to the credited classes. 

Checks pose one of the largest problems overall, due 
to the numerot•s bad checks that ar!' written. 

··1f students pa)<l for their courses m cash. we could 
have their refunds much quicker, but because of the 
fact that some will occasionally write bad ones, we 
have to go through the process of waiting for their (the 
checks) clearance which can take up to three weeks," 
Rae said. l 

"If COM didn't do this and someone signed up on 
the day of registration by paying their tuition with a 
bad check and the next day came in and asked for a 
refund in cash, COM would be out of the money," he 

See Refunds timely Page 8 

And he is our manager of accounting? 

David Rae (left), COM manager of accounting, chooses among a set of different restaurant envelopes as his 
first place price after winning this year's COM Face Decorating Contest. Also pictured are contest judges, 
Tony Pfeiffer (right) and Brigdet Lubojasky Ferrel (center). (Photo by Jim Richard) 

-=====-=.---.:.:.:.:.:.:::.:.:-

Democratic politician visits COM 
By Christian McDonald 

U.S. Rep. Jack Brooks of the 9th Congressional 
District spoke at College of the Mainland Oct. 20. 

Democrat Brooks'visit, along with that of Republican 
Lisa Duperier, was the result of a request made by 
Alan Ginsberg's political science class for the two to 

Dan Parker, a political science student at COM, talks 
with Congressman Jack Brooks during his visit to Dr. 
Alan Ginsberg's class. 

speak at the college. Brooks believes that part of the economic and 
Brooks made a short speech on the freedoms that unemployment problems of the nation are the result of 

America offers, stressing the voting age, which is 18. the "exporting of 144 billion dollars worth of jobs, 
Brooks stated that while he was is the state Legislature profits and opportunities .... The fact that we import 
in 1946, he tried to introduce a bill that would have 40 percent of our energy (oil) into this country 
lowered the voting age from 21 to 18. This was jeapordizes the national security of our nation." 
considered a radical movement at the time, but Brooks 
was quick to remind his audience that 24 years later he 
was on the U.S . House Judiciary Committee when the 
26th Amendment was passed in which the voting age 
was lowered to 18 for all elections. 

When asked about his views on the Wallisville Dam 
project. Brooks said that he "has been for it all along." 
He stated that 10 million dollars _of the taxpayers ' 
money was washed down stream when the project was 
stopped the first time for ecological reasons. Brooks 
said that the dam has been lowered and that in the 
future there should no longer be an ecological problems 
with the dam. 

In response to a question about his efforts to 
strengthen the Texas economy, Brooks stressed his 
efforts to keep ,the Space Station project in the 
Johnson Space Center. Brooks also believes his 
opposition to the recent tax bill was appropriate 
because he believes the bill helps destroy small business. 
Business he thinks is important to the country. 

In response to questions about the accusations 
made by Duperier in September that Brooks consistently 
votes against the rest of the Texas delegetion, Brooks 
stated that Duperier must not know his voting record 
very well, and that he gets along fine with the rest of the 
delegation. 

Brooks received a degree in journalism from the 
University of Texas. He entered the United States 
Marines in 1942 and served 23½ months overseas. He 
is a United States Marine Reserve colonel. 

Brooks was elected to the state House of Represent
atives in 1946 for the Jefferson County district and was 
elected to the United States House of Representatives 
in the 2nd Congressional District in 1948. Brooks was 
elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, from the 
9th Congressional District in 1966 and has served 
there ever since. 

Brook-; i~ the dean of the Texas delegation. 
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Campus News 

COM photography student Janet Proctor took the above photo at the recent airshow held at Ellington Air 
ForceBase. Proctor, a competitor in the Photographers Forum National Competition for two years, will 
exhibit her work in the COM library Dec. 15-20. (Photo by Janet Proctor) 

AN C member calls for sanctions 
By Anna Z. Bichta 

"We are prepared to fight until every centimeter of 
South Africa will be free," said Susan Mnumzana to 
the College of the Mainland students Oct. 22. 
Mnumzana, a representative of International Bureau 
of Africa National Congress, gave a series of speeches 
in the Houston area recently. 

Mnumzana has just been allowed to come to the 
United States and join her husband who has been 
living here for two years. 

In her speech, M numzana described the hard life of 
South Africa blacks who are solely restricted to living 
in black townships. The townships are usually inhabited 
by women, children and the elderly because all able 
males have to find jobs in far away regions of the 
country. The men are not allowed to bring their 
families with them or to visit them except for two 
weeks out of the year. Their wages are so low that most 
of them are unable to save any money to send to their 
needy families . 

Women also have to leave their families behind in 
order to find jobs. The only work available to them is 
domestic service which is like "being a slave. completely 
owned by a white employer," said M numzana . Again. 
family visitations are prohibited because the servants' 
husbands can be arrested upon an employer's request. 
When arrested, a black receives a criminal record 
which limits his already small posibilities to find a job. 

South Africa blacks became totally disfranchised 
through the several laws passed by British colonials 
and the present government. Only 13 percent of South 
Africa land is reserved for them, and they are not 
allowed to own any property. Mortality rate among 
black infants is extremely high - 450 out of 1,000 
children die. 

The country is going through some hard economic 
times right now. Unemployment is very high among 
both whites and blacks. According to Mnumzana. 
South Africa is rich enough to feed all its people. but 
the government regime doesn't intend to do so. 

Mnumzana said that all blacks want the economic 

sanctions. She was pleased to see the recent pullout of 
such American companies as General Motors and 
IBM . Our people have suffered enough already and 
they're willing to sacrifice even more, she said. 

Mnumzana also spoke about the history of the 
African National Congress. From 1912 to 1960, it had 
been a peacefull organization whose rallies and de
monstrations against racism were brutally broken up 
by the government. In 1961 The People Army was 
created with Nelson Mandela as its chief. Mandela has 
been imprisoned for his anti-apartheid beliefs for over 
20 years. ANC is not a terrorist organization, said 
Mnumzana, because "no terrorist methods can be 
used against the terrorists." 

The reason for not allowing the press into South 
Africa is not because "the government is embarrased 
about killing children." Mnumzana said, but because! 
the government doesn't want its people to know that 
white policemen are being killed. and it doesn't want 
foreign nations to know that it is losing its power. 

Mnumzana pointed out that even though the U.S. 
governments does not want to help the South African 
blacks, the blacks know that the American people 
want to help them. 
Asked about the future of their country. Mnumzana 
said that all blacks want South Africa to be non-racial, 
with no separate townhips and the land and wealth 
shared equally among all people. The future South 
Africa will be different from other African countries. 
which have gained independence, and it wjll not accept 
any involvement from other countries. Only we know 
what we really want, said Mnumzana. 

Mnumzana also said that the American people can 
help by pulling companies out of the country and by 
closely watching what the U.S. government is doing in 
South Africa. 

Interested persons can also help by volunteering to 
teach, pr~viding medical help and donating school 
supplies to !he Tanzania which is organized by ANC. 
If you want to help, please contact: 
Solomon Mahlangu, Freedom College, Private Bag 
Ma1.imbu. Morogoru. Tanzania. 

Fornos speaks out 
on overpopulation 

By Anna Z. Bichta 

Werner Fornos, president of The Population Institute, 
spoke at College of the Mainland on Oct. 22. 

The Population Institute is a non-profit organization 
which specializes in global population, its problems, 
causes and effects. The institute helps the willing 
foreign countries, especially ihose of the Third World, 
in family planning by speading information and 
distributing birth control devices . 

The organization is sponsored and endorsed by 
many U.S. congressmen, writers, scientists and enter
tainment celebrities. 

According to Fornos, the world population has just 
reached five billion people and will reach six billion 
before the year 2000. "With that k·nd of population 
mass on the world, we're very seriously straining the 
carrying capacity of the world." Fornos said. 

The institute 's president shared his experiences from 
some Third World countries he has visited. He saw 
first hand the terrible effects of overpopulation, such 
as mass starvation, and the high mortality rate among 
the infants and mothers. Economic problems which 
affect all countries around the world are also caused by . 
overpopulation. 

Fornos told of a woman who was once chosen 
Columbia's Mother of the Year. She had 31 children. 
According to a poJI, most women around the world 
want only four. 

Many governments now, such as the Chinese, put 
restrictions on their people to have only one or twQ ~ 
children. Still, there is a_ need to inform all women of 
the choices they have when it comes to family planning, 
Fornos said. 

The institute needs help and volunteers. Anyone 
interested should write to : The Population Institute, 
I IO Maryland Ave., N.E., Washington, D.C. 20002. 

Blood drive soars 
By Anna Z. Bichta 

The Oct. 14 blood . drive at the College of the 
Mainland proved to be quite a success. One hundred 
and twenty-eight people donated blood, a record 
number in the blood drive history at COM. 

In comparison, the first blood drive at the COM , 
which took place in 1979, had only 28 donors . Last 
month's drive broke the record of 98 donors in 
February 1986. 

Maryann Urick, head of the Student Activity Board , 
said she is very happy about the success. She added 
that the fact that every donor received a free T-shirt 
might have attributed to the record donor turnout. 

See Blood drive Page 7 
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Student Center - time to relax 

College of the Mainland Student Center is one place that students of the college can gather. The center is also 
one of the locations where College Hour specials, sponsored by the Student Activities Board, are held. A 
commisary is available with a scheduled lunch every day as well as a short order menu. The college counseling 
Center is located on the second floor. 

Central America 
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Veterans Day_ 
Past and present celebrated 

By Matt Gerry 

Veterans Day is traditionally observed on Nov. 1 I. 
It was enacted in 1919, at the end of World War I, by 
order of President Woodrow Wilson as Armistice Day 
to remind Americans of the tradgedies of war. 

Great Britain and France celebrate Armistice Day 
each year to commemorate the end of World War I. 
Canada holds Remembrance Day on Nov. 11 to 
commemorate those Canadians who died in the service 
of their country. 

Traditional Veterans Day ceremonies in the United 
States include parades, speeches and special ceremonies 
held at Arlington National Cemetery at the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier. 

Without the Armed Forces in one capacity or 
another, America would not be here today. There 
were many brave Americans who died fighting so that 
all people would be free from oporession and tyranny. 

America was born as a result of the colonists 
fighting the oppression and tyrannical rule of England. 
Honors go to the veterans who served under Gen. 
George Washington to make this country free. Since 
1776 Americans have fought and died in the service of 
this country whenever and where ever people are 
oppressed by tyrannical rule. 

We all owe veterans a debt of gratitude for protecting 
our right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

Fafenthol<I delivers emotion-packed speech 
By Jan Cannaday Wilson 

We all leaned forward in our seats, straining to catch 
the low gentle voice of Francis "Sissy" Farenthold. 
Smiling, she shared that this day, Oct. 2, was her 
birthd_ay. She could think of no better way of celebrating 
than being on our campus talking with students 
hungry for truth and understanding. 

Farenthold spoke at College of the Mainland at the 
invitation of the Student Activities Board in conjunction 
with the Wendy Watriss Central America photo 
documentary display in the COM Art Gallery. 

Necks craned and chairs scuffed into positions more 
favorable for viewing the source of the melodious 
voice. I last saw Farenthold in Austin, where she was 
campaigning for govenor. Her hair, once dark brown 
and shoulder length, was now close cropped and very 
gray. Her mode of dress was still more comfortable 
and practical than stylish. Her gray-blue eyes vividly 
reflected her every emotion as she moved into her 
discourse on "Central America: Region of Conflict." 

If you caine expecting the boisterous boastful 
prattle of the stereotypical politician, you were shocked 
to hear an unpretentious soft-spoke~ woman who 
could easily be mistaken for one of our mothers. To 
witness a national figure possessing her list of credentials 
and accomplishments embodied in so humble a de
meanor was refreshing indeed. 

Farenthold 's list of credits include serving in the 
Texas House of Representatives, candidate for governor 
of Texas and Democratic candidate for the vice
presidency of the United States. Boasting, obviously, 
was not her style as she never mentioned her ac
complishments. Instead, she cited excerpts from a 
prophetic speech delivered by Dr. Martin Luther King 
during the height of the Vietnam War. l"he name 
Vietnam she said could so easily be interchanged with 
that of Central America, so as to send a chill to the 
center of our beings. 

At this point, I glanced around the room to evaluate 
the attention level of her audience. Half-eaten cheese
burgers were pushed aside, and forgotten french fries 
grew cold in oil-soaked containers as the thoughts of 
my fellow students were swept southward into the 
tumultous plight of a people beleagured by war. 

Farenthold wanted us to know where and who the 
Central Americans are. She compared the five tiny 
nations; Nicaragua, El Salvador, Costa Rica, Guatamala 
and Honduras to the fingers on a hand. Their combined 
land area is slightly less than that of Texas with El 
Salvador fitting inside a triangle drawn from Houston 
to Austin to Dallas. 

The people are mostly mestizo farmers, decendants 
of the great Mayan civilizations, many of whom live 
on less than $81 per year per person. Illiteracy is 
extremely high, hovering at 60 percent in several of the 
countries. 

The United States is pumping millions of dollars in 
aid to the Contras for use in fighting the Sandinistas in 
what Farenthold explains is a civil war. She is 
extremely concerned with the depersonalization our 
government is promoting by its use of euphamisms. 
We need to understand that "aid" means military 
hardware, and that "hardware" means guns and 
bombs and death, she said. 

She paused often, immersed in long silences. Her 
gray head bowed in sadness as she recounted the 
deaths, the torturings, the mutilations and the psycho
logical scarrings that are being meted out on a daily 
basis not far from our southern borders. Her grief was 
apparent as she described the on-going blood bath, 
kept so carefully from the public's awareness. 

I fully expected tears to roll down her cheeks at any 
moment. Her.small shoulders sagged as though bearing 
an incredible weight. Yet her composure never deserted 
her. She was truly commited to bringing her insight of 
the Central American condition into the conciousness 
of her listeners. She spoke of the incredible bravery she 

witnessed in her association and travels with the 
dauntless Mothers of the Disappeared-- a group of 
peasant women who will not flag in their efforts to find 
their missing sons. Laura Pito, one of group's members, 
was imprisoned and tortured by El Salvador President 
Jose Napoleon Duarte's forces for her petitions. 
Farenthold wrote the government expressing her 
concern for her friend and Pito was released. 

Farenthold 's message was infused with hope for our 
southern neighbors. It is her sincere hope that we will 
put an end to the "aid" the United States is sending to 
Central America; that w5 will Jet them have their 
revolution, as we were able to have ours against the 
British in our struggle for freedom. As she concluded, 
it became apparent to me that Francis "Sissy" Farenthold 
would not rest in her efforts until the Central American 
issue is brought to a peaceful resolve. 

We are arrogant in our contention that 
we have some sacred mission to protect 
people from totalitarian rule, while we 
make little use of our power to end the evils 
of South Africa and Rhodesia, and while 
we are in fact supporting dictatorships 
with guns and money under the guise of 
fighting Communism. 

Dr. Martin Luther King 

UCAM calendar 
A peacemaking seminar, The Arms Race will 

1

be he1d Saturday, Nov. 15, at the Presbyt;rian 
Center in Houston. 

John Stockwell will speak at the Houston 
Peace and Justice Fair in the Education Bldg. at 
U of H on Saturday, Nov. 22. For information 
call (:i09) 948-4403. 
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Campus Features 
I gave, it didn't hurt - well, not much 

By Christian McDonald 

Needles - Arrgh! I have a distinct fear of needles, 
and the thought of giving blood makes me queasy. So 
when I found out I had to do an article on giving 
blood, I thought I was going to die. I made the 
appointment and lived in fear of that dreadful hour. 

As I walked in, I saw rnany people giving or getting 
ready to give their pint. My heart started racing and 
my arm was already beginning to ache. 

I answered the questionaire and sat down to be 
tested . They took my blood pressure and a sample 
from my finger to make sure that my blood would not 
kill anybody. This was the hardest part of the whole 
ordeal. First they prick your finger with a needle , and 
then they have the nerve to ask you to read a card and 
pull of a certain label that applies to you. As you 
fumble around, getting blood everywhere the nurse is 
taking your blood pressure. 

I was finally finished and waited for someone to quit 
draining. The male nurse raised his voice and said: 
"Next victim please. I need all the practice I can get. I 
get paid for this tommorow if I do well today." Plastic 
sacks of blood shook furiously as the "victims" 
laughed wholeheartedly. 

I thought, these people are having a good time. How 
can you have a good time when someone is shoving a 
needle in your arm? 

I sat down and felt paralized . Girls laughed as the 
nurse said , "All that part about minimal pain, disregard 
that." Great, these guys really know how to curb 
someones fear. 

The nurse saw the look on my face: "First time huh? 
Well don't worry, you won't do it again." 

I laid down and the nurse placed a piece of PVC pipe 
in my hand as he shoved a needle in my vein. No pain 
- well almost. More like throb that was hardly 
noticeable. I was just beginning to feel a little at ease 
when the guy next to me passed out. But by the time I 
was finished he was OK . 

As I was lying there, I was trying to figure out how 
long it takes to drip a pint of precious from my body. 
The girl across from me had started before me and had 

Kay Bernsen as Bess and J. David Moeller as Les, read 
"A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the 
Astrodome." 

COM Christian McDonald (left) gets ready to give blood as COM student Linda Marquer (right) watches from her 
gurney. In center is one of the nurses from the Blood Center of Houston who helped with the Oct. 14 Blood Drive 
sponsored by the SAB. (Photo courtesy of Maryann Urick) 

half a bag to go when I started, but I finished before 
her. Was this because I was extremely nervous or 
because I have a strong heart? Either way, my body 
was about to renege on me. 

I sat up and felt OK - not completely normal - but 
OK . I walked over to get some refreshments and really 
started "rushing." I sat down as the nurse asked how I 
felt. I said . "A little dizzy, but I'll be OK." She told me 
to put my head between my knees if it got too bad . 
What? I'm not going to look like a sissy. 

This train of thought lasted about 30 seconds as the 
room really began to spin. I begged for comfort. They 
got me to a table and shoved a cold pack under my 
neck as the sweat poured down my face. 

I lay there for about 15 minutes and listened to all 
the donors enjoying themselves as they pumped away. 
Soon, I was laughing at their remarks. When I got up 
later, I felt fine and have since led a normal life . So not 
only did I help someone in need, but I also got a free 
T-shirt and hopefully an "A" on this article. 

'Jes and bes' brings laughter 
By Anna Z. Bichta 

"Good morning, darling," "Good morning, dear," 
begins the radio talk show in Lee Kalcheim's play 
hreakfast with /es and bes. The play's final performance 
at the College of the Mainland was Nov. 9. 

The comedy is set in New York City in 1961 and 
depicts three crazy days in the life of a family of two 
talk show hosts, Les Dischinger (played by J . David 
Moeller) and his wife Bes (Kay Bernsen). They have 
two kids, David (Tony Hancock), who likes to impress 
girls by driving his dad's car into the Central Park lake, 
and Shelby (Roxanne Lynn), who marries a total 
stranger. The Dischingers' other problems. as if they 
didn't have enough already. are caused by the radio 
show and boredom in their long marriage. 

Les is the first one who sees drastic change as the 
solution to their troubled marriage. He wants to leave 
everything behind. with exception of Bes, and move to 
Houston to work as a baseball commentator. Bes, 
however, doesn't even want to hear about leaving her 
beloved talk show, her column. her great parties .... 

This comedy offers something for everyone, romance, 
drama. and best of all. realism spiced with great one
liners . Probably. the best humor was found in Les' 
amazement over the fact that Houston has a professional 
baseball.team (remember this took place in 1961). The 

fresh-from-the-National League-championship audience 
really enjoyed that joke. 

The actors did a really great j~b. especially in these 
demanding comic-tragic roles. They had no problems 
with creating the specific atmosphere of the play. I 
especially liked Tony Hancock as the witty brat 
David. . 

This is the second play that I have seen at the COM 
Theatre. I am very impressed with the quality of plays 
the theatre offers and the talented actors that it is able 
to bring in. 

Phi Theta Kappa 
Phi Theta Kappa's monthly Brown Bag Socia l 

will be held Nov. 20 at 12:30 p.m. in Room 
SC-217. A general meeting is planned for 10:30 
on Dec. 6. The meeting will include a guest 
speaker and will be followed by a Christmas 
party. The last Brown Bag Social of this semester 
will be Dec. 18 at 12:30 p.m . in Room SC-212. 
The convention dates have been set : state 
convention -- Feb. 12. 13. 14, 1987. Fort Worth. 
Texas: and national convention -- April 2. 3. 4 
1987. Dallas. Texas. 



InterCOM, November 1986, Page 5 

Touch of Class 
Rock-funk band p_lays COM 

By Dana D. Gibson 

Sound filled the College of the Mainland Student 
Center as funk band "Touch of Class" roared up their 
rythmic noise for an Oct. 7 performance. 

Top 40 music was the main stream of their concert. 
Jazzed up versions of songs such as "Purple Rain," 
"Rumors," and "You Should Be Mine" prompted 
audience response. 

The five-piece band consisted of a lead singer, 
drummer, lead guitarist and key board player all in 
extremely modern attire. 

As the show progressed the band seemed to warm 
up. After completing the third song, the band solicited 
audience participation. 

COM student Alice Stewart said: "I thought they 
were good. I have heard worse." 

Another student Patricia Anderson said: "That 
band was terrible. My little brother could have done 
better and he's only 3 years old." 

Others in the audience seemed to enjoy the 
performance as they clapped their hands to the beat. 

Touch of Class, a funk rock band, performed for students, faculty and staff at a recent College Hour special held in 
the Student Center. 

Overall the band's performance had a professional 
quality. The unique costumes and the dance steps of 
the band members gave them a polished look. But, 
looks are not everything. 

SAB advisor talks 
By Olga Escobedo 

Her desk in her office faces a wall decorated with 
several photographs of adventurous backpacking, 
skiing and canoeing trips taken in recent years. Some 
of the pictures were given to her by friends and others 
are her own. The wall of photographs reveals what 
Maryann Urick is all about, the outdoors. 

Urick , coordinator of recreation at College of the 
Mainland, has made trips to a variety of states and 
countries. 

This year's vacation took Urick and her friends on a 
backpacking trip to California to climb Mount Whitney, 
which is one of the highest mountains in the continental 
United States. The previous year she canoed the 
boundary waters on the border of Minnesota and 
Canada. Every Thanksgiving, Urick who is also 
advisor to the Student Activities Board and the 
Outdoor Club, takes a trip to Big Bend. 

Urick has also traveled abroad twice to two countries. 
In 1972, she along with her mother and grandparents 
traveled to Czechoslavakia, where she still has relatives. 
The other country Urick visited and was entranced 
with is Yugoslavia. There she visited the site of the 
Winter Olympics. 

Urick moved from her home state, Illinois, to Texas 
nine years ago. She attended Illinois State University 
and Southern Illinois University, but before graduating 
served as an exchange student at the University of 
Hawaii. She returned to Southern lllinios University 
and received her bachelor's degree in recreation and 
leisure studies. Soon after graduation she ran the City 
Youth Program for junior and high school·students in 
Highland Park, a suburb of Chicago. 

Urick is now the coordinator of the Outdoor Club 
but the club is not Urick's sole responsibility. The 
COM Recreation Program is also under her direction 
as well as the Student Activity Board in which she is 
assisted by Eva Neinas, senior secretary of H PER, 
Social Science. 

The Recreation Program sponsors basketball, 
volleyball and running leagues. The program also co
ordinates tennis and raquetball tournaments and 
outdoor trips. The Students Activity Coard sponsors 
special events such as free movies, fun runs, spe_akers 

and muscicians like James Hersch and the Rhythm 
Rats . 

Rosalie Trapani (left), Maryann Urick (center) and John Glowczwski pause during a recent visit to the 12th Annual 
Renaissance Festival. COM's Student Activities Board sponsored a bus trip to the festival Oct. 11. (Photo by 
Christian McDonald) 

Renaissance revives old England 
By Christian McDonald 

From jousting knights to plays and games the 
Twelfth Annual Renaissance Festival is a fun place to 
spend a fall weekend. Open on Saturdays and Sundays 
from the beginning of October through the first week 
in November, the festival has continued to expand and 
excite its patrons for the past i 2 years. 

I found my opportunity to visit the festival on Oct. 
11. The weather did not look good as I started on the 
long journey to Plantersville, but 1 was eased by the 
thought that the festival goes on "rain or shine." I 
arrived around 12:30 p.m. when the weather was just 
beginning to clear up and enjoyed a beautiful day. 

I saw a_ variety of things on this trip - horse races , 
Gypsies, elephants and chainmailed maidens. The 
food was excellent. Large turkey legs and German 
sausages to go along with the King's Brew. This 
festival is filled with wonderful things to feel, touch, 
taste and purchase. 

The Renaissance Festival is like a large play that is 
filled with actors at every turn. There are juggling and 
sword swallowing acts, and other feats of skill every-

where you look. To hear the sound of renaissance 
music played by the band, Celtic Stone, as mailed 
fighters march to their next battle, really makes the 
festival seem like a I 6th century village. 

Five stages with continuow, ,cmertainment are 
provided. The Rouge, Oaf and Fool, a group that 
came to College of the Mainland last year, put on a 
good show at the Castle Theatre. There were also 

reenactments of the debates between Aristotle and 
Galileo, with a little added humor. A play about Robin 
Hood and a battle demonstation, put on by the Society 
for Creative Anachronisms, were also offered. 

The whole day could have been spent walking 
around checking out the arts and craft booths that line 
the streets - the muddy streets. Straw paths led the 
way for the weekend warriors, but the mud could not 
be avoided. lt added a true atmosphere to the time 
when concrete roads were just a dream. 

It would take as long to tell about the Renaissance 
Festival as it does to visit it because there is so much to 
see. If anybody is interested in medieval or renaissance 
time periods, the festival would be a fun-filled learning 
experience. 
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Meet '86 InterCOM staff members 
Anna Z. Bichta 

By Christian McDonald 

When I met Anna Bichta in my jounalism class the 
first thing I noticed was her accent. 

Bichta is from Warsaw, Poland, a town bigger than 
Galveston but smaller than Houston. Learning that 
she is from behind the Iron Curtain, I asked her what 
she thinks of communism and socialism. "It stinks," 
was her reply. 

Bichta left Poland four years ago with her family. 
Being interested in European countries I asked about 
the armed forces in Poland, and how they differ from 
those in the United States. She said that all the boys 
are drafted at 18 unless they are sick or going to 
college, but the boys may have to join after they get out 
of college. 

When asked what kind of music she likes Bichta said 
she likes classic rock such as Bob Dylan and Jimi 
Hendrix and thinks the new Stevie Winwood hit is 
very good . "Most bands are the same in Poland as in 
the United States, but there are not many of the 
American bands in Poland," Bichta said. She has 
subscriptions to three magazines: Rolling Stone, Time 
and Readers Digest. 

Bichta likes to read and was involved in an English 
class at Ball High School, Galveston, that read 25 
books in a single year. 

When asked her first impression of College of the 
Mainland she replied, it is "different, I have to watch 
my watch since there are no bells." 

Regina Brown 
By Olga Escobedo 

Regina Brown is 19 years old. She was born in 
Lousiana but has made her home in Texas City. She 
has also lived and attended schools in surrounding 
areas such as La Marque and Santa Fe. 

At the age of 16 she received her GED from College 
of the Mainland and by the time she was 17 she was 
enrolled at COM. This year, her second year at COM, 
she is working at the physical education building and is 
enrolled for 14 hours. 

Some of Brown's interests and hobbies, besides 
writing for the lnterCOM. are playing volleyball with 
friends, swimming, reading, dancing and being sociable. 

Brown also loves music. The groups she listens to 
the majority of the time are Led Zeppelin, Motlely 
Crue, ZZ Top and Areosmith. Hank Williams Jr., 
Thomas Connelly and B.J . Thomas are Brown's favorite 
cou~try and western entertainers. 

Her future plans include earning a four-year degree 
in computer technology and thereafter, perhaps, pursuing 
a career in the Air Force. 

Olga Escobedo 
By Regina Brown 

Olga Escobedo, a new addition to College of the 
Mainland as well as to the lnterCOM staff, is a very 
interesting lady. 

A journalism major, Olga decided that working on 
the paper would afford her some valuable experience , 
as well as give her a chance to get involved in her new 
school. She's also in COM Singers and Studio Singers 
and a member of the Student Activities Board . Busy 
lady! 

Originally. she is from Fort Stockton and has 
attended Blinn College in Bryan. Midland College in 
Midland and San Jacinto College in Pasadena. Needless 
to say, she has moved around quite a bit. Right now 

Escobedo is living in Dickinson and working for her 
sister in League City. 

Some of Escobedo's interests include bike-riding, 
dancing and listening to a variety of music, including 
Ozzy and Pat Bena tar. But Olga is not strictly rock-n
roll; she also appreciates good country music. 

So, if you think you can catch her in between 
activities, welcome this new student and lnterCOM 
reporter to College of the Mainland . 

Matt ·Gerry 
By Anna Z. Bichta 

"I love to write," says Matt Gerry, journalism 
student at the College of the Mainland. This statement 
certainly shows in his extented writing for the Com 
paper. After contributing several articles to The 
Gander last year, Gerry came back to widen his 
journalistic knowledge by writing for lnterCOM. 

As a journalism major, Gerry plans to receive his 
degree from the University of Houston at Clear Lake. 
Later, he would like to work for a technical magazine 
as a specialist writer. 

Asked about his other interests, Gerry listed music 
and travel. He enjoys R&B, 60s and 70s rock, and 
contemporary jazz. Gerry's interest in travel derives 
from his childhood sightseeing around the United 
States. He still enjoys visiting parts of the West Texas 
during the summer. 

Dana Gibson 
By Matt Gerry 

Dana Gibson is a journalism major in her second 
year at College of the Mainland. 

She has been interested in writing for as long as she 
can remember and enjoys writing human intrest 
stories. Spare time is spent at her typewriter or 
reading. She is also interested in photography and is 
taking a beginning photography course this fall. 

Gibson's musical tastes tend toward contemporary 
musicians such as Phil Collins and Lionel Richie. 

Gibson plans to go to an upper-level university to 
complete her second two years. At the moment she is 
seeking a media related job in Galveston. 

Jan Cannaday Wi~on 
By Dana Gibson 

InterCOM writing staff member Jan Cannaday 
Wilson is an aspiring author. 

Wilson plans someday to write children's books 
while motoring around the Flordia Keys and the 
Caribbean on a Hatteras boat. 

"Journalism is something I've thought about doing 
since junior high school," Wilson said. "I have been 
wanting to go to school for the past 20 years." Why 
such a delay? Wilson spent two years at UT getting her 
P. H.T. -· Putting Hubby Through (college). As a 
single parent she has had a variety of jobs which gives 
her a wide background from which to write. One of her 
favorite jobs was working for the Houston Zoo as a 
100 docent. She worked in the children's zoo and 
helped take care of the gorilla habitat. For the past 
three years Wilson has been painting names on boats. 
She has worked at the Galveston Yacht Basin. 
Southshore Harbor and Watergate. 

This semester. however. she is getting her fill of 
school with a full course load -- photography. biology, 
political science and journalism. 

In her spare time Wilson enjoys meditation. 
metaphysics ;ind deep sea fishing. 

Jim Richard 
By Christian McDonald 

Jim Richard has been working for the Texas City 
Sun since the begining of the Fall '86 semester. He 
works as a photojournalist and enjoys his job. 

Richard graduated from La Marque High School in 
1983. From there he went into the United States Navy 
for two years and achieved the rank of Petty Officer 
third class. Richard believes that the Navy taught him 
a lot about growing up. "The Navy brought me 
maturity, 1 think everyone should join one of the 
Armed Forces for a couple of years," said Richard. 

Richard was a photographer for the Navy and just 
finished a seven and a half month tour of the Pacific in 
March. Aboard the USS Ajax, Richard made stops in 
Hawaii, Guam, the Philippines, Diego Garcio, Thailand 
and Singapore. 

Richard is currently taking journalism at College of 
th_e Mainland and plans to major in the journalism 
field. He is a member of the lnterCOM staff. 

Christian McDonald 
By Jim Richard 

Among this-semester's journalism students is Christian 
McDonald, a 1984 Clear Creek High School graduate 
and a College of the Mainland student for two years. 

McDonald says he is happy to be out of high school. 
Upon graduation, he was still uncertain about a 
career, so he decided to enroll at COM and maybe 
pursue a journalism major. 

"To me, high school was just there. I wasn't that 
active except for swimming. I really just existed," 
McDonald said. 

Currently, McDonald is working at a local restaurant 
and attending.COM full time. 

For now however, he has particular views on life 
and how to live. "I enjoy life. I do what I want to do, try 
to have fun and not get too serious about anything 
while I am still young," he said. 

Pamela Murray 
By Jan Cannaday Wilson 

Pamela Murray peers intently at a blue-green 
screen. There are easily decipherable letters surrounded 
by hieroglyphics that could be straight from the planet 
Vulcan. No, we're not aboard the Starship Enterprise 
- we're in the Graphic Arts Department here at 
College of the Mainland and Murray is doing what she 
loves to do, operating a typesetter. 

The writing staff of lnterCOM is keeping her busy, 
as she prepares newspaper stories for their final 
printing. This is easy stuff for Murray, a native of 
Texas City who's in her last semester here. What she 
really enjoys doing with her typesetting skills is 
magazine layouts. There is so much creativity involved, 
she explains, the final product can almost sing! 

Speak.ing of singing, Murray spends her spa~e time 
(if a mother of a 14-month-old son has any) listening to 
her favorite singers Cameo and Sade. Not just soul, 
she flashes a smile, but all good music, including 
gospel. 

Murray is eager, too, to get out into the world and 
put her masterful typesetting skills to work. She's 
already interviewing with promising prospective 
employers. 

The telephone rings - there are some changes to be 
made (again!) in the article she's preparing. She just 
smiles, her fingers fly and the hieroglyphics begin to 
dance across the screen. · 



Jim Finger mystifies crowd 
By Jim Richard 

Call him fascinating; call him fantastic; call him 
"Finger" - that's right, the one and only Jim Finger, a 
22-year-old Houston magician, juggler, fire-eater and 
balloon sculptor who recently performed at College of 
the Mainland. 

A man with only the desire to entertain, Finger 
started his profession during his early years of junior 
high school in 1977 doing simple magic tricks in 
classes. 

"Actually I started out as a professional clown. I was 
real young back then and nobody could tell because of 
all the make-up I had to wear with my outfit," Finger 
said . "But as time passed, I realized that clowning 
wasn't going to get me anywhere, so it was then that 
magic and juggling appeared to be my future." After 
deciding to become such a performer, Finger set a goal 
to be tops in entertaining. 

"I learned magic by reading books and I put my 
performances together by watching other magicians 
and jugglers, as well as comedians, to get the comical 
part of my routine," he said. "I still continue this 
practice because it really does work. You pick up a 
little bit of ideas here and there from these people and 
before you know it, you have one of the best shows 
around," he added. 

The COM performance went without a hitch, 
except when a dove, which he produced out of a series 
of neckerchiefs, decided to break out of bondage and 
head for freedom. 

Flying out of the student center, through what 
might have appeared to be a very large escape route, 
the 'jailed' bird was foiled by invisible glass walls. 

Entertaining has been Finger's profession for eight 
years. He usually performs on the weekends, but 
occasionaly gives a show during the week. Finger's 
audiences range from corporation conventions, to 
business parties, to colleges. 

"Doing the line of work that I do is not just a career; 
it's not just a job to bring in the money; it's my lively 
hood," he said. "I make my living this way because it's 
all I ever wanted to be." 

Finger doesn't work with an assistant. He says he is 
more like a comedian. Most comics do best when they 
perform by themselves, he said. "I would rather get my 
assistant from the audience because my act involves 
them so much. This also prevents a 'wall' from 
occuring between the audience and myself," he added. 

As for the favorite part in his act , it is "at the end of 
my shows because I usually will get to meet a lot of the 
people I perform for. It makes me feel good, too, when 
they appear to be pleased," he said. 

Finger feels by the year 2000, "this area of Galveston 
•County will become sort of an entertainment capital! 
mainly because the people around here appreciate it 
(magic shows) more than those in Houston. Up there, 
they can go out any night and find a good routine 
going on close to home, but down here, it's much 
harder to find," he said. 

As for the future, Finger hopes to get into acts wit!} 

Choir members sing in festival 
By Olga Escobedo 

College of the Mainland Singers competed against 
each other during October to be selected to sing at the 
Texas Junior College Choral Festival held at Farmers 
Branch, near Dallas, Oct. 24. Several other junior 
colleges were represented at the festival. 

COM students chosen to attend the four-day event 
were: sopranos, Pam Turner, Misty Beaton, Glenda 
Mouton, Marylyn Green; altos, Michelle Bell, Ellen 
Densen and Mary Peterson; tenors, David Price and 
Sam Antly; and basses, Richard James and Clay 
Gilmer. 

The choir was under the direction of Weston Noble, 
director of Music Activities at Luther College, Decorah, 

Iowa. Noble, has served as guest director in several 
states to include Alaska and Hawaii, and in Canada. 
Noble not only directs choirs, but has also been asked 
to conduct all-state groups for bands and orchestras. 

Choir members left Oct. 22 and returned Oct. 25. 
Prior to the Oct. 24 concert, they had five rehearsals. 
Some of the songs performed were:" All that Hath Life 
and Breath" by Clausen;" Magnificat and N unc Dimittis" 
by Herbert Howells; and "O Whistle and I'll Come to 
Ye" by Wilberg. 

Choir members spent one day at the Texas State 
Fair in Dallas. The group enjoyed the trip to Dallas 
and the fair. According to choir member Misty 
Beaton, "It was fun; I really enjoyd it." She hopes to 
attend next year. 

At CO M's student vs. employees soft!»all game, fewer faculty and staff members showed up than expected. With 
elp from a few student employees, the faculty and staff team won. No score was recorded for the Sept. 29 game. 

Thirty-five players participated. The students have now challenged the faculty and staff to a volleyball game on 
Nov. 13 during College Hour. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

/ 
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Jim Finger, a Houston magician and juggler, who 
recently toured College of the Mainland, gets a final 
approval ftom the audience before slamming down on 
a carrot chopper containing Maryann Urick's hand 
and a few carrots. Urick's hand came out unscrathed. 
(Photo by Jim Richard) 

"much larger illusions, sort of like the ones Paul 
Driscoll uses, like the sawing of the woman trick," he 
said. 

Jill Mardis, full-time art student at COM and 
student in Mona Marshall's advanced photography 
course, will exhibit the above picture, taken at 
the Renaissance Festival, in the COM Library 
from Dec. 8-13. Mardis lives in League City. 
Several other students in Marshall's photography 
classes will exhibit photographs in the library. 
They are: Otis Harp, Texas City, Dec.1-6; Janet 
Proctor, League City, Dec. 15-20; and Barbara 
Yeamans, Santa Fe, Jan. 12-24. (Photo by Jill 
Mardis) 

Blood drive----
Continued from Page 2 

Urick said SAB plans another blood drive in 
February or March 1987. The next blood drive may be 
two days long in order to more easily accommodate 
the donors. 

,, 
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Need a Handicapped Parking Permit? These are 

available at the Campus Police office in the Admini
stration Building, phone, 938-1211 ext. 403. 

If you have difficulty opening doors due to a 
disability, you may obtain a door opener to operate 
electric doors on College of the Mainland campus. 
Contact the Maintenance Department, phone ext. 
404. 

If you have difficulty writing, tape recorders can be 
checked out from the library. 

Limited transportation across campus by motorized 
cart is available by arrangement when needed for 
severe immobility. Contact Dr. Marcella Derrick at 

a app 
(409) 938-1211, ext. 295 Tuesdays and Thursdays . 

z e r 
The Nature Cruises sponsored by The American 

Cetachean Society take place aboard a 65-foot crew 
boat and trained guides will inform you about the 
marine life along the Gulf Coast. 

Cruises will be conducted every weekend throughout 
October and November. Dfpartures times are 10:30 
a.m . and I p.m. Saturdays and I p.m. on Sundays. 

* Admission is $20 per person. 
For Reservations Call or Write: 

Bunny Bennett 
6608 Stewart Rd. #382 

Student activities calendar 
By Matt Gerry 

From 12:30-1:J0p.m.onTuesdays 
and Thursdays. there are no classes! 
Come out to the Student Center and 

enjoy the performers and special 
events, or if weather permits they 
will be held outside. For more 
information.contact Maryann Urick 
at 938-1211 ext. 418. 

Dates 

College Hour Specials, Events and Sports 

Activity 

Tuesday, Nov. 11, 12:30 p.m. . ...... President Larry Stanley's informal visit with the 
students. 

Nov. I - Dec. 15 .................. Emerging Realists : East Meets South, in 
collaboration with Sherry French Gallery, 
New York . 

Tuesday. Nov. 18, 12:30 p.m. . ...... Rhythm Rats. trio from Austin playing old-time 
Rock and Roll. The trio plays at night clubs and 
fairs throughout the state. 

Saturday, Nov. 22 ................. 10th Annual Texas Turkey Trot Fun Run: 8:45 a .m. 
(¼-mile and I-mile) $5 per person; and 9 a.m. (three 
and six mile) $7 person . Sign-up by Nov. 14. 

Tuesday. Nov. 25. 12:30 p.m. . ...... Carl Finney and the Texas Blend, six piece country 
western show. Group is a member of the Colorado 
Country Music Hall of Fame. 

Thursday. Nov. 27 - 30 ............. College of the Mainland closed for Thanksgiving. 

Monday, Dec. I - 2 ................ Return to classes. Early registration begins. Students 
must have met admissions requirements by Nov. 4. 

Tuesday. Dec. 2, 12:30 p.m . ....... . . Victor Alvarez and the Latin American Express will 
play Mexican Salsa and Latin music on trumpet, 
trombone and sax. The group performed at 
Astroworld summer of '86. 

Thursday, Dec . 11. 6 p.m . .. . . . ..... Three on three Volleyball Tournament. Sign-up by 
Dec. 5. Cost, $3 person. 

Monday, Dec. 15 - 20 .............. Finals week. 

Dec. 21 - Jan. 4. 1987 .............. College closed for the holidays. 

Monday, Jan. 5 ............. . ..... College resumes for Spring Semester 1987. 
' 

Tuesday, Jan. 6 ................... Credit registration 

Thursday. Jan. 8 .................. Late credit registration 

Friday. Jan. 9 .................... Continuing Education registration 

Monday,Jan.12 ..... . ............ Cl ssesbegin 

n 
Galveston, TX 77551 
(409) 935-4484 

*Group Rates Available. 

Compute u ers 

College of the Mainland C<;>mputer Users Group 
an~ Marvin Rogers invite everyone interested to 
attend meetings, which take place every fourth Wednesday 
of each month, at 7:30 p.m., in Room T-318. 

The meetings include group discussions and guest 
speakers on social and educational issues. 

Anzerican Realism 
College of the Mainland Art Gallery will feature an 

exhibition of paintings on American Realism from 
Nov. I through Dec. 15. 

Titled Emerging Realist: East Meets South. the 
works of six artists from New York will be merged 
with six artist from the Houston-Galveston area. 
Representing New York are Jeanne Duval , Les Reker, 
Jeanne Rovegno, William M . Sullivan, Dana Van 
Horn and Amy Weiskopf. Featured from the Houston 
-Galveston area are Lydia Bodnar-Balahutrak, Stella 
Dobbins, Mona Marshall, Robert McCoy, James 
Templer and Jean Wetta. 

Ariel Perkinson, assistant director of the Sherry 
French Gallery in New York, presented a lecture about 
American Realism on Nov. I in the Fine Arts Building. 
A reception for the artists followed. 

Jazz Ensemble jams 
By Olga Escobedo 

· College of the Mainland Jazz Ensemble played 
some jazzy tunes at the Fine Arts Building Oct. 28 . 
This was the first concert the COM Jazz Ensemble 
gave this fall. The ensemble consisted of a woodwind, 
a rhythm, and a brass section. Instruments making 
their debut were the piano. electric guitar, trumpet . 
trombones and saxophones. Some of the songs per
formed by the group were: "Hill Where the Lord 
Hides" by Chuck Magione and "Spain" by Chick 
Corea. 

COM students making their debut as soloist include: 
Gary Lively, alto and soprano saxophone; Steve 
Williams, tenor axophone; Ron Bocek. baritone 
saxophone; Andrew Boardman. trombone; Ken Kirk, 
trumpet ; Mike Manering, trumpet; Ted William. 
fluglehorn; Peter McWhorter , piano ; and Leroy 
Broussard. guitar. 

According to COM student Hector Garza, who 
attended the evening concert, the concert was "a great 
performance". The Jazz Ensemble will perform at the 
old Galveston Square during November. The ensemble 
wtll give a final concert in December. 

Director of the Jazz Ensemble is Sparky Koerne_r. 

Refunds timely---
continued from Page 1 

said. "I don't know how to say that any nicer, but we 
do get a lot of bad checks." 

Refunds in cash for dropped classes for the fall 
semester could have been picked up on either Oct. 8 or 
9. Checks were mailed out on Oct. 24. 

The delay of sending out refund checks after the 
Oct. 8 and 9 pickup was made possible because of 
COM payroll checks that had to be written, which can 
be a timely process. 
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President's informal visit 

Stanley outlines college improvements 
By Christian McDonald 

On Veterans Day, Nov. I I, College of the Mainland 
President Larry Stanley held an informal visit with 
students and faculty in the Student Center during 
college hour. 

The students had a chance to ask questions, give 
opinions and make suggestions about improvements 
for the college as they talked with President Stanley. 

Despite a slow start the question and answer session 
turned out to be a very informative meeting. 

One of the more important issues brought up is the 
fact that COM is one of three colleges in the state that 
still charges only $4 per hour for tuition. With all the 
cutbacks being made. students are wondering how 
long this will last. President Stanley assured them that 
tuition will not be raised unless it is absolutly nessesary 
to keep the quality of education at its present level. The 
college is trying its best to keep costs to students at a 
minimum. he said. 

The bookstore lowered its prices and gave up its 
rrofit so that students could save money. In addition a 
proposition has been formulated for the food service 
operation to be handed over to a private vendor in 
order to save the $50,000 a year the college now spends 
on the present system. President Stanley said. 

Another issue raised concerned handicap access 
around the college. President Stanley has given high 
priority to this issue and anyone with suggestions 
should contact him. 

According to President Stanley, an estimate was 
made two years ago on an elevator system for the 
Learning Resource Center. It was found that such a 
system would be very costly, so two grants were insti
tuted in order to fund such an operation, but unfortu
natly these grants failed to produce the needed funds. 

President Stanley did inform the students of plans 
to repave the parking lot behind the Technical-

Sherman Warner, who donated the Westminster 
Carillon Chimes to College of the Mainland, points to 
the mechanical heart of the system. The chimes play 
Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

COM President Larry Stanley answers questions from the audience during his informal visit with students and 
faculty Nov. 11. 

Vocational Building by the spring semester. President 
Stanley said he is also aware of the need to repave the 
east entrance to the Fine Arts parking lot and the need 
to restripe the main lots. 

One student asked if she could participate in com
mencement exercises in the spring even though she 
would lack one credit toward her associate of arts 

degree. President Stanley said that this is no longer 
done because students would participate in the exer
cises, but not return to finish their degree. 

President Stanley informed students of what to do if 
they had questions about grades, or a problem with 

See Stanley Page 8 

Chimes add musical to·uch 
By Olga Escobedo 

If my people, which are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face and 
turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven and will.forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land. 

II Chronicles 7: I 4 

Are you familiar with the sound that is ringing 
through campus? No, it's not Santa's reindeer making 
an early trip to College of the Mainland, but an hourly 
chime and maybe even a start of a tradition for COM. 

If you don't have the slightest idea about what I'm 
hinting, you're not alone. One more hint, they ring 
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. each weekday. If you still don't 
know what I'm talking about, read further. 

The melody that bounces softly up on the walls of 
COM's buildings and echo~ through the cool air is 
automatically controlled. These are the Westminster 
Carillon Chimes which were donated . by Sherman 
Warner in September. 

Warner, a retired educator, lives in Texas City. He 
has taught in surrounding public schools. At a COM 
Board of Trustees meeting in September Warner pres
ented a plaque to the trustees, accepted by President 
Larry Stanley, which explain the meaning behind the 
chimes. The inscription on the plaque reads: This caril
lon voice is gladly iiven to our College of the Main
land to p-raise the power, love and guidance of God, by 
Sherman Loraine Warner, 2 Chronicles 7: 14, Psalm 
127:1, 7:21, Mark I 1:24. 

Other Bible verses have also been an inspiration to 
Warner. When asked why he donated the chimes 
Warner replied, "There should be an atmosphere more 
conducive to glorify God." 

In his presentation statement in September he 
explained, "I wish to bring to this campus by way of 
the Westministe; Cariilon Chimes a consciousness of 
the spiritual values of a complete education." He 
added that "College of the Mainland offers excellent 
mental and physical training. But we must not forget 

See Chimes Page 8 
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Campus News 

Art gallery features American Realism 
By Anna Z. Bichta 

College of the Mainland Art Gallery in collabora
tion with Sherry French Gallery of New York is show
ing an art exhibit entitled "Emerging Realists: East 
Meets South." The exhibit includes the works of six 

COM students Seth Dobbins, Jennifer Reynolds and 
Anabel Escamilla examine one of James Templar's 
paintings featured in the American _Realism Exhibit at 
the COM Art Gallery. Paintings are on display 
through Dec. 15. (Photo by Jim Richard) 

artists from the New York area and six from the Hous
ton area. Three of the six Houston-area artists are 
COM instructors. 

On Nov. 11, the g~llery organized an informal meet
ing with the local artists who explained their works 
and discussed their artistic influences. 

The first to speak was Mona Marshall, photography 
and art instructor at COM. Her richly colored works 
are largely influenced by the local landscape, South 
Texas in particular. Marshall said that she is disturbed 
by the people's carelessness toward the environment, 
and she tries to "capture fragile nature of our civiliza
tion." Her works create a great impact, and their size 
and technique is especially interesting. 

Two controversial still Jifes were painted by Robert 
McCoy who is an art instructor at the Glassell School 
in Houston. McCoy's oil paintings are influenced by 
the religion and culture of Mexico. The artist puts 
together objects which represent the lives and religious 
ceremonies of the Mexican people as well as some 
bizarre and super-natural elements such as skulls and 
glass eyes. To enliven the still lifes McCoy adds activ
ity by painting the smoke of just-blown candles. All of 
this together creates an atmosphe~e of mysticism and 
controversy. 

Galveston's Jean Wetta paints the beautiful objects 
and people around her that have a floating relation
ship with space. She enjoys painting on wood because 
of its romanticism. One of Wetta's trademarks is an 
uneven white border around the paintings which give 
an idea of depth and a window-like quality. Wetta's 
works are rich with simple beauty and soft colors. 

James Templar, COM art instructor, is another 

artist who is influenced by the local landscape, particu
larly by the Galveston beaches. Templar, however, · 
works with landscape as still life. He combines the 
maps and his own drawings of Galveston with the 
objects washed up .on the beaches. What makes his 
works interesting is the contrast of colors and art 
medias. 

"You can't see the life from a galloping horse," 
quoted Stella Dobbins, the director of COM Art 
Gallery. The quote from an Asian poem reflects both 
Dobbins' life and art. Her works are influenced by the 

· years she spent living in Malaysia. The paintings 
reflect the beauty and delicacy of the Eastern culture. 
Dobbins also uses the original Eastern art media, 
watercolors. 

The last artist to speak was Lydia Bodnar-Balahutrak, 
an art teacher at the University of Houston-Clear 
Lake. Bodnar-Balahutrak's art ties closely with the 
childhood narratives she remembers as well as her trip 
to Italy where she experienced its rich and historic art. 
She usually paints "a depiction of an idea or idealized 

· person." She confesses that it is much easier for her to 
paint people that don't exist. Bodnar-Balahutrak is 
also intrigued by adolescence and the mother-child 
bond. 

The meeting was an interestiQ.g, informative addi-
. tion to the exhibit, but of course the paintings them

selves were the real stars of the show. All the paintings, 
both from the East and the South are-very beautifu1. 
Best of all they are all very different; it's a great 
accomplishment to bring so many contrasting works 
together. The exhibit is sheer pleasure for both the 
artists and students. It will be shown through Dec. JS. 

Austin-based Rhythm Rats rock COM students 
By Christian McDonald 

The sounds of Austin were brought to College of the 
Mainland on Nov. 18 by the trio called the Rhythm 
Rats. 
· This Texas-based band brought clear and clean 
rhythm and blues to the students of COM - a real 
professional show. 

The Rhythm Rats played mostly their own zany 
tunes mixed with a few cover songs by the likes of Alice 
Cooper and Little Richard. 

The Rats have a real Texas sound, but are selective 
about the songs they cover. "We made a deal with ZZ 
Top, we don't do their songs and they don't do ours," 
says guitarist Will Indian. 

The Rats have been playing the Austin area since 
April 1983. They have played as a backup band for 
people such as James Cotton and· Rusty Wier and 
appeared on MTV's "The Cutting Edge" Nov.30, 
according to bass player Loose Reed. 

The Rhythm Rats do have an album out, but it is 
only sold in the Austin area. The group played a few 
tunes from their 16-track album during their COM 
performance. Songs such as "Blackballed" and "Car
troubled" brought laughs from the more easily 
humored in the audience. 

Ability wise, all the members were good musicians. 
The drummer Rusty Trapps, brought out a full, even 
sound from a small six-piece set. The trio worked well 
together, trading off vocals as well as singing together. 
The Rhythm Rats were here to entertain, and that they 
did. 
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College of the Mainland Singers perform in the Student. Center with songs such as" AU That Have Life and Breath" 
and "Ray's Rockhouse" under the direction of Hope Shiver. 
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Campus chorales 
entertain students 

By Olga Escobedo 

College of the Mainland Singers and the Studio 
Singers perfor~ed "at a noon concert on Nov. 20. The 
concert was held in the student center for all students, 
faculty and staff personel. 

The performance was the debut of both groups. The 
singers performed a variety of music such as:" All That 
Have Life and Breath," "Occapella" and "Ray's Rock 
House." Soloists making their debut included: Glenda 
Mouton, Michelle Bell, Barbara Green, Marylyn 
Green, Pam Turner, Mary Peterson, David Price, 
Sam Antley, Leroy Edwards and Rodney Fowler. 

Other concerts will be held by the two groups includ
ing the Ma.inland Chorale. Concerts scheduled for 
December are on the following dates: Dec. 9, Mainland 
Chorale-"The Messiah" in the student center; Dec. 11, 
COM Singers at Baybrook Mall; Dec.15, COM Sin
gers with Mainland Chorale at Ashton Villa; and Dec. 
16, Studio Singers with COM Jazz band in Room 
F-117 Recital Hall. 

COM maintenance plans campus change 
By Dana D. Gibson 

"The pigeons are destroying the structure of the 
building," said Henry A. Wilmore, director of Phys_i
cal Planning at College of the Mainland. Wilmore said 
that his department is sealing off the area where the 
pigeons roost. "You can see at the other end where we 
have not started," he said. 

His department plans to change the lighting system 
that hangs from the roof outside of the Student Center 
and seal it off. Next, Wilmore said the area will be 
redecked and benches will be added. "Students will 
have access to it during the summer for study," The 
upper section will be closed in with glass and the lower 
section will be screened in, Wilmore said. 

Other changes planned around campus include a 
new elevator system. Currently, the.system requires a 

key and is difficult for disabled students to use. "The 
elevator project is of top priority," Wilmore said. 

Improvements made on campus, thus far, are the 
installing of electronic door openers and signs con
cerning the feeding of the ducks. "Electronic door 
openers are in operation," Wilmore said. "The con
trols can be picked up at the Maintenence Department 
Office." 

Signs reading "Do not feed the ducks around build
ings" have recently been added around campus. This 
measure was taken in the interest of sanitation, Wil
more said. 

"Lots of preventive maintenance projects are planned 
for next semester," Wilmore continued. Renovations 
in and around the Science and Fine Arts buildings are 
among the beginning projects. An update in the 
science offices is planned along with the renovation of 

Finley wants students to think 
By Christian McDonald 

College of the Mainland's motto is Humanhood 
Through Brotherhood. This motto falls close to the 
heart of political science teacher Jim Finley and was a 
deciding factor in his decision to teach at COM. 

Since his arrival in 1971, Finley has encouraged his 
students to think critically about the world they live in 
and the values they have been taught. 

"At first I didn't have many ideas, so I talked exclu
sively about 'what supposedly is.' In other words, I was 
an appendage to some textbook. Now, I expect folks 
to read the textbooks and I spend more time talking 
about what is possibily wrong with 'what supposedly 
is,' and about the great and silent potential of 'what 
could be.' 

Finley believes that America has not done much to 
improve itself in the past. He believes that the real 
problems of society, such as poverty and unemploy
ment, can not and will not be solved under a capitalist 
system where the "few" have so much that the "many" 
are lacking. 

"Why are we spending more than 30 millioq an hour 
on the death industry, while cutting back funds for the 
life industry?" These are the kind of questions Finley 
proposes to his students. 

"People don't usually doze off when I say things like 
that," Finley states. "I try io get folks to understand 
that politics is not only walking into a voting booth or 

writing a letter to a representative, but it's something 
we live every day; it's the power of human relationship, 
it's how we define ourselves individually and collec
tively as moral and intellectual creatures." 

According to Finley, Baltimore Morning Herald 
reporter and author H. L. Mencken said that school 
was the only thing that got in the way of his education. 
After Finley attended Hardin-Simmons Uf'!iversity in 
Abilene, Mississippi State, Washington State and 
Texas A and M, he believes that Mencken was at least 
three-fourths correct. 

"The instructors would lecture, assign to read cer
tain chapters in the book. It would come time for the 
test, ~nd I was asked to barf all of it up. And the 
proximity of the contents of the barf, and what was 
said in the book, and what the teacher said, came into 
play. I went through all of school without being asked 
to think, without being asked to reflect. It was just 
memorizing things. If you memorize something and 
barf it back up, you walk away from it and two weeks 
later you forget a big percentage of it, over half of it. 
Two months later you are lucky to remember IO per
cent of it." 

So that his studeQts do not receive the same "barf it 
up" education that he did, all of Finley's tests are essay 
tests. Finley's students are not only asked to think, but 
to formulate ideas and to give· their own opinion, in 
hope of learning something in the process. 

the greenhouse." Wilmore added, "All of the doors 
have already been repaired in the Science Building. 

"All renovations and improvements are a must," 
Wilmore said when asked about the budget cut. 
"Without air conditioning, repairs, etc. the college 
would be dead." 

A study on preventing the fume problems in the 
Technical-Vocational Building is the latest project," 
Wilmore said. "Fumes are ~scaping from the welding 
and auto shops and filtering into the halls through air 
ducts. We are receiving complaints from students and 
faculty who use the building." 

Wilmore and his staff are responsible for the main
tenance of the swimming pool, air system, buildings 
and campus. 

Jim Finley lectures his students. 

Finley received his bachelor's degree at Mississippi 
State. He has taught at Mississippi State and S. W. 
Louisiana as well as at COM. Finley has two daugh
ters 'doing time'at La Marque High School. His wife is 
from South Louisiana. 
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Campus Features 

Therapist gives tips to deal with holiday stress 
By Jan Cannaday Wilson 

Have you looked at your calendar lately? Can you 
believe it? Just when you think it's OK to come up for a 
breath of fresh air you find yourself surrounded by 
tinsel, evergreens, fat bearded men in funny red suits 
and silver bells. Good grief! It's Christmas! When did 
it happen? 

We really don't have time to answer our own ques
tions. After all, there are all those term papers that 
have to be completed, make-up work that has to be 
turned in, and finals right around the corner. Now 
we're supposed to jump into the holiday whirl - that 
means planning, and gift shopping, and baking, and 
traveling, and stress. It sort of creeps up on us unan
nounced. I don't remember asking stress to have a 
salad with me today at McDonald's, but there it sat 
staring me in the face. Not that stress is all bad, some 
amount of stress is actually good for us, keeps us alert, 
vital and stimulated, but it just seems to intensify with 
the approach of the holidays. 

Don't despair! There are ways to deal with the 
"Grinch" who'll try to steal Christmas. If you were able 
to attend the last gathering of Women in Support, you 
heard Ann Bestrup's dissertation on Handling Holi
day Stress, and maybe picked up some good pointers. 
If you didn't get to go, I've got some good news for 
you. Although Bestrup has moved to Alaska, Jeanne 
M. Roy, M.A., therapist at family Service Center has 
agreed to continue the series. I talked with Roy in her 
office at Appomattox Square and she passed on these 
helpful guidelines for dealing with holiday stress. 

The first thing Roy wants us to remember, is that the 
stress we're experiencing is temporary. The holidays 

A Surgarland Horse Show contestant gets help 
with suiting up from his family. Barbara Yea
mans, a COM advanced photography student in 
Mona Marshall's class, took this picture last 
August. Yeaman 's photographs will be on 
exhibit in the COM Library Jan. 12-24. Mar
shall's student, Otis Harp, had his photographs 
exhibited Dec. 1-6. Janet Proctor's photographs 
will be on exhibit Dec. 15-20. 

will pass and things will return to normal. Christmas 
holidays, she adds, are the most stressful time of the 
year, causing our emotions to skyrocket and our per
ceptions to magnjfy in their intensity. We're fed so 
much media hype portraying the "perfect" family 
gathering around the "perfect" dinner, receiving the 
"perfect" gift while wearing the "perfect" dress, that 
we're likely to forget that reality is not always 
"perfect." It's only when our expectations are not 
fulfilled that we experience our serenity level plum
meting. The holiday blues set in, especially if we are at 
the center of the holiday planning. 

Let's look at our expectations. Are they realistic? 
When the family gets together, are we expecting little 
brother to behave like an angel when he's been a terror 
his entire life? Why expect him to act any differently? 
As a. matter of fact, he'll probably be worse, since his 
emotions are heightened too. The key, Roy explains, is 
to be conscious of how we perceive the reality of these 
situations. If we can lower our expectations of others 
and ourselves, we will be less disappointed if they don't 
materialize. 

Roy gave me a list of stress reducers. She suggests 
clipping them out, putting them on the refrigerator 
.door and reading them. 

1) Take time to relax - walk, read a book, exer
cise. Make a list of things that you like to do that 
you can refer to when feeling stressed out. Be good 
to yourself. 
2) Be flexible - let the holidays flow. If your accep
tance level is good, your family will respond 
likewise. · 
3) Know your expectations - are they realistic? If 
not make a plan for dealing with the disappoint-

ments. Have options. 
4) Talk to your family - don't wait until 
Christmas Eve to tell them that things will be differ
ent this year because there isn't time or money to do 
the usual affair. If th~y know ahead of time, they 
can contribute ideas and plans for alternative activi
ties. 
5) Manage your time wisely - start planning and 
shopping now. Don't wait until the last week to do 
everything. Pick up gifts between classes or as you 
shop for groceries. 
6) Delegate, delegate, delegate - don't take all the 
responsibility. Get your family or friends 
involved in the preparations so that you can enjoy 
yourself. 
7) Plan companionship - if you 're going to be 
alone, start telling your friends, church group, etc. 
that you need a group to spend the time with. That's 
right - ask. 
8) Call someone you connect with - if you find 
yourself getting stressed-out or lonely, call a friend 
or relative that you feel close to. They're probably 
thinking of you too, and they'll have options and 
solutions to offer that you haven't thought of. 
9) Share the pain of your losses - the holidays are 
often a time of painful remembrances of lost loved 
ones. Begin your day of celebration by dedicating a 
few moments to them. Light a candle, talk about 
them, cry, let the pain out and let it go. Holding 
back or feigning joy when feeling sad will only 
intensify the feelings of loss. 
10) Let your loved ones know - they can't read 
your mind if your feeling overwhelmed. You have 
to let them know your feelings. 

Hannukkah celebrates miracle 
By Matt Gerry 

Hannukkah or the Feast of Lights is observed for 
eight nights by the members of the Jewish religion 
every year at a variable time from late November 
through December. 

During Hannukkah many traditions are observed. 
The most important is the passing on of the story of 
how in "538 B.C. 10 tribes of Israel returned from 
imprisonment in Babylon to find their homeland had 
been invaded and conquered by the Greek Army under 
the leadership of Alexander the Great. 

During this time Antiochus the fourth ascended the 
Syrian throne and led Syrian armies in war against 
Egypt conquering a large part of the Middle East in 
partnership with the Greeks. Antiochus and the 
Greeks attempted to "Hellenize" or convert the Jews 
to Greek culture and beliefs, but found that the Jews 
would not convert. so they began to slaughter them. 

A priest named Mattathias, who did not agree with 
this conversion, led his sons in a guerilla band to wage 
war on the Greek and Syrian occupation forces. After 
many years of fighting this guerilla war. Mattathias 
passed on leadership of the guerilla band to one of his 
sons named Judah. 

Briefly. Judah and the Maccabees (which means 
hamrners) had success in repelling the Greek and 
Syrian invaders. although this holiday does not com
memorate military victories. 

When Judah and the Maccabees recaptured the 
Temple they purified it. Only one vessel of holy oil, 

which was used to kindle the everlasting light, could be 

found. This light represents the covenant between God 
and the Children of Israel and was never supposed to 
be extinguished. Miraculously this one-day supply of 
oil burned for eight days and nights in a sign from God 
that even though the flame had been extinguished, the 
covenant between God and the Jewish people burns 
on. 

Hannukkah or the Feast of Lights commemorates 
that miracle and freedom from oppression and tyranny 
for all men. 

The holiday also has many other traditions never to 
be forgotten. As _a child

1
it was my favorite time of year 

due to all the good food and most important, new toys. 

The Feast of Lights continues for eight days and at 
sundown on the first night, my mother lit a small 
brightly colored candle in the menorah, a special can
dle holder. Each succeeding night when all the candles 
are lit. Each lighting is accompanied by prayer. 

The lighting ceremony is followed each night for 
eight nights by elaborate banquets complete with spe
holiday delicacies, singing of holiday songs and exchang
ing of gifts. There is also a special game involving the 
dreydle. a four sided top with a Hebrew letter on each 
side. involving bets on walnuts or pennies or other 
treats like chocolate coins. · 

Hannukkah always meant good times with friends 
and relatives. good things to eat and new toys to me as 
a child. Now as an adult it has assumed new meaning. 
perhaps as a reminder of the age-old story retold each 
year as well as a reminder of childhood memories. 



End of_ semester draws near 

Holiday shopping 
ideas for students 

By Dana D. Gibson 

'Tis the season to study. La, la, la . That's about the 
way things look around good ol' College of the Main
land . While most people are preparing for the holi
days, college students are studying until their brains 
are oatmeal. We do not have time or money to frolic 
and make merry with the rest of the world. 

When I started college, the holidays assumed a 
whole new meaning. In the past I dreaded chopping 
ingredients for the festive meals, now I dread research 
papers and exams. I would rather chop five pounds of 
onions than do a 25-page research paper. 

Last year I started my paper a little late, three days 
before it was due. I was up for three days and two 
nights. I did turn it in on time and received a B. A word 
to the wise ~ unless you want a date with No-Doz and 
hot tea, don't try it. It was not a pretty sight. 

Aside from the grind of classes we, the college stu
dents of America, face another dilemma, buying pres
ents. How can we buy gifts for our loved ones when we 
can't even afford to pay for the newspaper that you're 
reading right now? If your last name is not Rockefeller 
it's tough. 

I've come up with some tips for Christmas shopping. 
Hit the thrift shops. Whom do you know that could 
not use a seashell ashtray? Garage sales provide a 
variety of gift ideas for the creative consumer. Trench 
coats, for example, are in this year. You could buy one 
at a garage sale for about $3 dollars . Who cares if it 
says U.S. Navy on the back . It's the thought that 

counts (and the money you save). 

If you have someone on your list who is a real 
stickler for authenticity (snob) there are many ways of 
pulling the wool over his / her eyes. Let's say that Mom 
wants Giorgio perfume. An ounce of Giorgio goes for 
$150, an amount that would cover books for a whole 
semester. One way to get around that is to go to the 
department store and grab as many samples of Giorgio 
as is legally possible. Next get a gallon of distilled 
water and the most gaudy atomizer that you can find. 
Mix them together and you have genuine imitation 
Giorgio. Mom will love you and you will have spent 
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ab.out $5. If that does not work cut the Halston III 
)ables out of dresses and sew them on to K-Mart 
Blue-light Specials and take them to Foley's to be gift 
wrapped. 

If garage sales and thrift shops don't float your boat, 
go ahead and spend your hard-earned grant money. 
As for myself, Christmas presents will consist of 
homemade gifts that will confuse relatives for years to 
come. 

I hope that I have enlightened your holidays and 
lightened your pocketbook. Merry Christmas and 
good luck with your finals! 

Need college funds? Seek financial aid 
By Jan Cannaday Wilson 

''.A mind is a terrible thing to waste .. . " How many 
times had I watched the young man in the commercial 
fade into nothingness because he couldn't afford a 
college education? How sad, I thought. Poor fellow ... 
then the lightning bolt struck - that's me. 

Once again the film rolled in my mind's eye. There I 
sat, outline waning, features disappearing until tragi
cally, I was gone. Why hadn't it dawned on me sooner? 
I didn't have to be male, or black, or 19 years old like 

. the guy in the comm<!ricial to disintegrate mentally. 
For years I had assumed that I had missed my 

chance, that college was beyond my financial reach. 
After all, the rent was due, I needed new tires on "The 
Green Bean," and I had just spent half the month's 
gasoline budget on Nike hightops for my daughter. 
College? Dream on, I was doomed to fade away. 

Then the reprieve came in the form of some friends. 
We were drinking coffee when one of them said, 
"Anyone who really wants to go to school can. I was 
able to qualify for financial aid." 

I spilled coffee all over myself. What? Financial 
aid? Anyone can apply? Where? How? My half
disappeared mind was whirling. Dreams that had 
begun to ice over years ago suddenly felt a ray of heat. 
While mopping the coffee off my lap, I begged for 
more information. "Just go to the college's financial 
aid office and talk to someone," he advised. 

The following day found me in Dan Doyle's office 
talking with Eileen Tepera. "Yes, of course you can 
apply, "she smiled. "Take this form with you, fill it out, 
and we'll talk when you return it to us." That was the 
beginning of the beginning for me, and it might possi
bly be your beginning too. 

Doyle, head of the Financial Aid Office at College 
of the Mainland for the past 18 years, gave me infor
mation on the basic structure, as well as some 

mteresting statistics, concerning financial -aid. 
The aid budget for 1984-85 at COM was $175,000. 

Of the I, 965 eligible students (those taking six hours or 
more) 723 (36 percent) qualified for and received some 
form of financial aid. 

Doyle explained that aid is awarded based on the 
student's need . "Need" is the difference between the 
cost of your education (books, tuition, fees, etc.) and 
the amount you or your family can be expected to 
contribute. If there is anything left over, you are consi
dered to have a financial need. 

All applications, which cost COM $7 each to pro
cess, are mailed to a national service that computes 
and determines if or what a student's need is. Doyle 
and his assistants, Tepera and Terrilynn Rotramel 
then coordinate the many different source programs 
and distribute the money as proscribed . The single 
most important factor in making application, Doyle 
stressed, is properly filling out and completing the 
application form. Computers can't read blanks and 
any uncompleted question will affect your results 
adversely. 

Doyle listed the types of aid available at COM: 
Pell Grants - entitlements which provide a founda

tion of financial aid to which other federal and non
federal sources may be-added . It is a grant, there is no 
repayment. 

Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants -
government ltllocations that add half the amount of 
total assistance to the origi_nal award for students with 
exceptional financial need. No repayment required. 

State Student Incentive Grants - awards allocated 
by the state of Texas and matched by the college. No 
repayment required . 

Texax Public Education Grant Program - a state 
allocation that adds 25 cents per credit hour to grants . 
No repayment required. 

COM Scholarships - donations from generous 

local organizations and citizens. No repayment 
required. 

Moody Loan Fund - interest free loans established 
by the Moody Foundation for COM students in 1970. 
Repayment required. 

Texas Guaranteed Student Loans - loans arranged 
with lending institutions such as banks, credit unions, , 
etc. whose repayment is guaranteed by the state of 
Texas. Repayment required. 

College Work Study Program - jobs available on 
campus providing up to 15 hours per week. 

Off-Campus Employment - a list of available jobs 
and employers kept to help students find part-time 
work off-campus. · 

Doyle emphasized the fact that students cannot 
expect to be able to quit their jobs and be supported by 
financial aid. It's just not possible, he said. But it is 
possible, if you qualify, to ,get some help in the right 
direction. And the right direction, Doyle insisted, is to 
hang in there and get that degree. 

Thank you, SAB 
Working for a college newspaper isn't just fun 

and games. It often calls for much work after 
·hours to complete the numerous stories that are 
published in the paper, not to mention laying out 
the paper itself. 

The College of the Mainland Student Activi
ties Board has realized this and recently awarded 
the COM journalism students with something 
that can be worth more than gold ... a pizza! 

The lnterCOM staff would like to express 
their graditude to SAB for their kind gesture. It 
was a great pizza by the way. 



Page 6, December 1986, InterCOM 

Russian pianist loVes teaching music 
By Anna Z. Bichta 

-''I love to teach because teaching requires a special 
talent," says Sophia Gilmson, a music teacher at the 
College of the Mainland. Gilmson, a native Russian, 
has been teaching at COM since 1980. 

Being one of her students, I agree that Gilmson 
certainly possesses that great teaching talent. She has a 
_special gift for passing on the love of music to eve
ryone, even a non-music major like myself. With her 
outgoing personality and great sense of humor, Gilm
son makes her classes, Music Literature in my case, a 
real treat to take. 

Sophia Gilmson, a native Russian, is an accomplished pianist and music teacher. 

COM blood donors recognized 
The Student Activities Board would like to thank everyone who gave from the heart on Tuesday, Oct. 
14, at the October Blood Drive. We had a record-breaking number of donors -128. Everyone should 
be recognized for their generous donations. Thank you! 

Valerie Alexander Patty Day Amos Jones Denise Perez 
Benno Anderson Ellen Denson Devon Jones Tony Pfeiffer 
Brian Anderson Monica Dickens Joanna Jones Karrie Pierce 
Sam Antley Larry Dodson Suzan Jones Randy Pirkle 
Eloy Anzaldua Warren Dodson Donna Kantak Monica Ramsey 
Tammy Austin Teresa Dorsett Robert Klockmann Cheryl Regan 
Michelle Bennett Janice Douglas Raymond Kovasevich Sandra Reynolds 
Ron Bertothy Christie Dunn Jim Lanphear Gary Ryan 
Erica Bette Charllot Dunnbier Roberta Levine Kim Sandberg 
Elizabeth Beverly David Elder Debbie Liszewski Carol Sandin 
Scott &iedermann Patrice Fortenberry Lynda Marquer Dona Sandino 
Jim Branning Bill Francis John Martin Sam Sauer 
Angela Brents Roy Frierson Leticia Martinez David Schwertz 
Regina Brown Hector Garza Laura McCartney Linda Sliter 
Rebbeca Bruey Dana Gibson Crit McDonald Kathleen Smith 
Doty Brumbaugh Karl Giovacchini Karen McGowan Alma Solis 
Darryl Bryant Cindy Giovachini Kelly McKinney_ Theresa Solis 
Alisha Caldwell Tommy Guinn Dwight Miller Roger Stallings 
Lisa Campbell Larry Hand. John Mitchiner Ruby Stevens 
Darwon Carrie) Tammie Harness Sam Mitchiner Eric Swaim 
Randy Chambers Dawn Harris Ben Moore Vicki Taylor 
Jim Clawson Pat Harris Kitty Moore Rosalie Trapani 
Patti Collier Fred Hartman Geneva Murphy Renate Truce 
Jeannie Collins Larry Hassell John Murrie Cheryl Turner 
Karen Columbo Chris Hayes .Eva Neinas Bernice Tyson 
Rosie Compean Sherri Heckendorn Mark Nelson Maryann Urick 
Robert Compian Phyllis Hill Mary Nelson Walter Utter 
Claudia Cooper Anh Hoang Joann O'Neal Ricky VanDine 
Debbie Cornish Dabian Hofer Avery Ortiz Amy Velasco 
Dan Cruz Teresa Holdren Angela Parker Frank Villareal 
Kim Dame Lloyd Johnson Maria Patlan Rolf Williams 
Phyllis Damewood Nancy Johnson Allan P.atrolia Cynthia Yoakum 

Gilmson began to play piano at the age of 6 in her 
native Leningrad in the Soviet Union. She says she has 
liked piano since the beginning and at age 14 she 
decided to become a professional pianist. She later 
graduated from the Leningrad Conservatory and was 
a recipient of many international honors and awards. 

Asked about her performing influences, Gilmson 
listed the famous Russian pianist Emil Giles as her 
influence "in a broad sense." She first saw Giles when 
she was only 8 years old and never missed a perfor
mance by him in Leningrad until her move to the West. 
Gilmson, whose favorite composer is Johann Sebas
tian Bach, is also impressed by the unique performing 
style of the late Canadian pianist Glen Gould who 
specialized in Bach's -music. Of course, Gilmson's 
music teacher V. Margulis was her very important 
influence as well. 

Gilmson moved to the United States IO years ago. It 
was a big risk for a Russian to even apply for an exit 
visa, but she believes this was "the wisest step she ever 
made in her life." She now lives in Houston with her 
husband Vladimir Rizov and son Vadim. 

As a music teacher, Gilmson sees a tremendous 
difference between music education in the Soviet 
Union and the United States. Unfortunately, only the 
very talented and chosen few of the Soviet children can 
receive music eduction; however, they receive the best 
training possible. The great majority of the American 
children have a better chance to study music, but they 
have to look for a right teacher. 

Gilmson is also one of the busiest people I have ever 
known. In addition to her teaching at the COM, she 
has a private teaching studio in Houston where she 
trains talented pianists of all ages. Gilmson also has 
recently given a series of recitals in the Houston area 
and recorded for the public radio station. 

I asked Gilmson whether she prefers to teach or 
perform. She told me that she enjoys both equally, but 
would like to have fewer teaching hours. 

Gilmson told me about her recent movie debut. For 
the 50th anniversary of the Jewish Federation, she 
taped an eight-minute piano performance. For the 
occasion, she played Brahm's Intermezzo Opus 117, 
No.2 in B Flat Minor. The movie will be shown 
Dec.II. 

Gilmson plans to continue her teaching and per
forming solo, with large orchestras and with chamber 
groups. 

Jazz ensemble 
plays Strand 

By Olga Escobedo 

The week was cold and rainy and the sun shone only 
bleakly, but if you were on the Strand in Galveston 
Saturday, Nov. 15, perfection was the word. 

College of the Mainland's Jazz Ensemble, directed 
by Sparky :K9erner, performed at noon followed by_ 
other college bands. Featured were: the University of 
Houston small Jazz Combo; Lee College Jazz Ensem
ble from Baytown; the University of Houston's big 
Jazz Ensemble; and the North Harris Jazz Ensemble. 

COM Jazz Ensemble played · a combination of 
upbeat to mellow jazz tunes. One song featured was 
"Tanga," which was recently recorded by the group 
Canada. The series of concerts continued into the 
evening making a beautiful day into a perfect day for 
jazz music. 

The COM Jaz?'. Ensemble entertained people as they 
walked by, or sat on the curb, or stood across the 
street. 
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Musician becomes president 
By Jim Richard 

How our lives turn out career-wise doesn't usually 
happen the way we plan it. Sometimes it does , but for 
most people, who aren't doing what they originally set 
a goal for; fate has decided their future. 

This was the scenario of today's College of the 
Mainland president, who in his earlier years wanted 

. nothing more than to be involved in the field of music. 
Larry Stanley, president of COM since 1983, has 

found that fate can be a very unpredictable pheno
menon. 

Born in 1939 in Wichita, Kan., President Stanley's 
first touch with music was with the piano. But making 
music his occupation was not the idea he had in mind 
at the time. 

"Boy I hated that piano. I took lessons at an early 
age for about two years and tried almost anything to 
get out of them," Stanley said. "Then one day my 
piano teacher died which was my 'out'from it," he said 
jokingly. "I didn't pick it back up until college." 

Growing up in a middle class neighborhood in 
Wichita with four brothers, the president claims he 
was just like the other kids he grew up with. "I had the 
same interest_s as everyone else. I tried to play on a 
baseball team but I wasn't very good . 

"I was a pretty good swimmer while in high school 
though. In my senior year, our swimming team won 
the state championship," President Stanley said . 

Before high school graduation in 1957, he decided to 
study architecture after years of watching his father, 
who worked in construction as a glazier. 

"Architecture work is very interesting to me. In high 
school, I drew up plans for houses that were actually 
built," President Stanley said. "I was pretty good in 
math which helped out a lot too." 

But architecture was not to be his college major, as 
fate stepped in during the summer before registration. 
He became highly interested in music after getting 
involved with a church choir, and decided to change 
his major to music. 

He attended Oklahoma Baptist University in Schawnee, 
Okla: for a year then transferred to Baylor University 
in Waco where he finished his music degree. 

After graduation, Stanley attended Sam Houston 
State University in Huntsville, completing his master 
of arts degree and received a major in music and a 
minor in English. 

"During graduate school, I became very interested 
in music composition. I also met my wife Sandra there 
in 1962," President Stanley said. 

After finishing graduate school, President Stanley 
became music director of a church in Canton. He also 
entered the Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi
nary in Fort Worth. 

In 1964, the president's brother John, who also 
taught music, gave him a tip about a choir directing 
job at the junior college in Wharton County. President 
Stanley applied for the job and was hired. This was his 
first experience as a college instructor. 

President Stanley's first two children were born in 
Wharton County. Eric, now 25 and Brad, no}V 23, are 
currently residents of La Marque. 

After three years in Wharton, Stanley received yet 
another job referral for choir director from his brother 
John at Howard County Junior College in Big Spring. 

The Stanleys' third child Greg, now 20, was born in 
Big Spring. President Stanley described Big Spring as 
a city "away from it all." 

"After two years there, ... we were ready to get a little 
closer to civilization, so-to-speak," he said. So he put 
in an application for choir director at COM . 

"When I applied for COM , they were still building 
it. Herbert Stallworth was president at the time and he 
thought ·it would be a good thing to hire a choir direc
tor which I applied for," he explained. "I was very 
fortunate to get the job. 

He spent the first few years develoI?ing a choir. The 
Fine Arts Building opened in 1973 and Presid_~nt S,t,<\n-

ley was soon named Division Humanities chairman in 
1974, serving until 1983. 

"I consider those days of my experience here as my 
contribution to the growth of the college. I hired 
almost all of those who are now in the Fine Arts' 
program," he claimed . 

President Stanley became highly involved in the 
school's theater and musical programs during this 
period . 

· Then the opportunity to become COM president 
came up in 1983_. "I didn't really decide this (becoming 
president)," Stanley said . "The college was going 
through some troubled times. There were differences 
of opinion on and off campus," he explained. 

" Without going into detail, the school board asked 
me to become president. After a great deal of thought 
and talking it over with my wife, and that they (the 
board) had so much confidence in me, I thought I 
would give it a shot," he said 

The president noted that his "career steps would not 
seem to 1ead to becoming president of a junior 
college - it was just an opportunity that came 
along," he claimed. 

President Stanley said the first two years of being 
president were very dramatic for him and the school. 

"My basic training of college administration was 
done while chairman of Arts and Humanities and the 
way colleges are run while chairman of the Steering 
Commitee in 1973," he said. 

He is the fourth president since CQM's opening. 
"Our (his family's) moving around the country came 

to a screeching halt at that point," he noted. 
President Stanley has gone through many exper

iences in his position since 1983. His most recent and 
most important has been the funding issue for COM 
from the state. "We've been trying to learn how to 
effectively lobby in Austin to keep the funding equal as 
it has been in the past," he said. 

President Larry Stanley (Photo by Jim Richard) 

"It has been a very intense year with trying to set 
adequate funding for COM and all of the education as 
well. It's so crucial to our society," he said. 

President Stanley said he is just as concerned with 
the economics in the community. "It's very difficult to 
keep the faculty's salaries competitive. This is what 
attracts the quality ones that we have," he said. 

Another concern · of the president is the "large 
number of students that don't go to any college after 
high school. The community college is really the only 
second chance to the high school dropouts," he 
explained. 

The president'~ outlook for the college includes 
growth without any major changes, to be responsive 
and serve the community as well as provide new pro
grams and maintain academic freedom "which is what 
really makes a school a college," he .said. 

Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Bowling Sports Day was held at North Harris County College Oct. 29. 
COM students who participated are; (first row from left) Pat Harris, Patti Collier, Michelle Beaman, Sam 
Mitchiner,; (second row) Greg Dolfi, Thelma Hernandez, Jack LaMance, Erica Bette, Darryl Santell; (top 
row) Gene Seibel, Anh Hoang, Kathy Geraldon, Glenda Cauley and Tanya Lane. In mixed doubles, Santell 
and Hernandez took first place. COM came in third in the mixed Team Event with Santell, Hernandez, 
LaMance and Cauley. 
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What's happening 
Book Fair 

Parents of the children that attended the College of 
the Mainland Child Developement Laboratory spon
sored a book fair from Dec. 2 to Dec. 4. 

The funds collected from the book fair will be used 
to buy children's books for the lab. The ordered books 
will be available for pick-up about Dec. 19 in the front 
office at the child developement lab. 

Cash or local checks with a Texas drivers license will 
be accepted. Receipt must be presented when pick
ing up the books. 

SAB news 
So far this fall, College of the Mainland's Student 

Activities Board has sponsored a blood drive, a free 
movie, a picnic and other special events for COM 
faculty, staff and students. 

The SAB consists of "more dedicated individuals," 
explained Maryann Urick, coordinator of the board. 
One reason board members have a more dedicated and 
positive attitude is because students choose the activity 

they want to participate in rather than being assigned 
to a particular event, she said. Also, despite the 
dissimilarity in ages, and diverse interests of board 
members, the SAB has been working together and 
building a reputation for itself. 

An average of 20 people attend the meetings on 
Wednesday afternoons compared to the elected board 
of eight last year, Urick explained. 

During the upcoming spring semester, SAB members 
will decide on new programs for COM. New events 
will be considered by the members. 

Volleyball game 
During the Nov. 13 College Hour, the College of the 

Mainland Student Activities Board organized the 
student-faculty volleyball game, a follow-up to the 
recent softball game. 

The competition, which was won by the students, 
consisted of three games between the six teams, three 
student and three faculty teams. 

Fifty people participated in the game thanks to 
COM student Patrice Fortenberry,the main organizer, 

Student activities calendar 
~y Matt Gerry • 

From 12:3~1:30_p.m.onTuesdays 
and Thursdays, there are no classes! 
Come out to the Student Center and 

enjoy the performers and special 
events, or if 'Veatber permits they 
will be held outside. For more 
information, cont~ctMary<1,pn Urick 
at 938-121 I ext. 418. 

CoUege Hour Specials, EYents -and Sports 

Dates Activity 

Dec-, 4 - 21 ....•..•........... , , •. COM Theatre presents "Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dream Coat." performances 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday, 2:30 and 7 p.m. Sunday 

Tuesday, Dec. 9, 6 p.m .............. Three on three Volley Ball Tournament $3 person, 
enter by Dec. 5. 

Tuesday, Dec. 9, 7:30 p.m .•.•. , ••... Mainland Chorale presentation of Handel's "The 
Messiah," COM Student Center. Kene Arnold will 
accompany on keyboard, admission is free. 

Friday, Dec. 12, 7 p.m ..•.•.....••.. "ro I Dalmations," classic Disney animated animal 
(Saturday Dec. 13, I ;30p.m.) feature about two dalmations, their owners and how 

they try to keep a family of pupies out of the 
clutches of Cruella D'evil, will be presented in the 
Student Center. 

Monday, Dec. 15 - 20 ..•...••...... Finals week. 

Dec. 21 - Jan. 4, 1987 •.......•...•. College closed for the holidays. 

Monday, Jan. 5 ..........•..•..•.. College opens for Spring Semester 1987. 

Tuesday, Jan. 6 ••..•......•....... Credit registration 

Thursday, Jan. 8 .................. Late credit registration 

Friday. Jan. 9 •... ~ •...•........•. Continuing Education registration . 
Monday, Jan. 12 ..•..........•.... Classes begin 

Jan. 22 - Feb. t5 .•......•..•.•.•. COM Theatre presentation of "Streetcar Named 
Desire." Performances 8 p.m. Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday, 2:30 and 7 p.m. Sunday. 

and other students who helped in recruting the players. 
Accoring to SAB Advisor Maryann Urick, the main 

idea of the student-faculty game is to get as many 
people as possible to participate and to provide eve
ryone with a fun activity. 

Urick also mentioned the possibility of a student
faculty basketball game sometime in spring. 

Art Sale 
Get your Christmas shopping done right on campus 

at the eqMAA Student Art Sale on Dec. 9 and JO 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the Student Center, Room 
120. Original drawings and paintings, hand crafted 
pottery and ceramic sculpture make wonderful gifts at 
the right price! 

Letters to the editor 
To keep in touch with our readers, we would 

like to hear from you. If you have any ideas, 
comments, or questions about the paper. please 
contact Astrid H. Lowery, lnterCOM advisor, 
Suite Bin the Learning Center, Humanities Div
ision, 938-1211. ext. 214. 

lnterCOM Staff 

Stanley------
continued from Page l 

their instructors. He said that ifa talk with the instruc
tor did not yield results. then the student should talk to 
the corresponding department head. If this also 
brought no results. then the student should contact 
Dean of Instruction Dr. Don Bass. Dr. Bass is very 
cooperative with students and is happy to help anyone 
in need, President Stanley said. 

Other issues raised were construction on the Stu
dent Center and the air conditioning/ heating systems 
throughout th~ college. Suggestions were made for 
more lighting in the Quadrangle and on the track. 
Discussion also centered on the recreation facilities 
and the noise in the Student Center. Noise was a 
problem during the president's question and answer 
session. 

If anyone has a problem or a suggestion for the 
improvement of the college. they are encouraged to 
drop a line to President Stanley or Dr. Bass. 

Chimes------
continued from Page l 

to praise the power and love and guidance of God in all 
affairs of man." In closing Warner said "I believe our 
students, families and nation would have fewer prob
lems if all gave God the respect He deserves. 

The carillon chimes are located in the administra
tion building by the police office. The carillon is capa
ble of being programmed to play a variety of tapes, 
which range from classical music to Christmas carols. 
Presently, the carillon is programmed to play chimes 
only. However, other tapes will be considered, college 
administration said. 

Recently, I asked some friends their opinions of the 
carillon chimes. Mary Peterson stated, "To me it sym
bolizes life and makes me appreciate each day I'm 
living because I could be dead." Barbara Green's reply 
was different in that she said the chimes reminded her 
"the day is going by, there's not much time." 

The chimes remind Marylyn Green that "time 
stands still for no one. Hearing the sound of the chimes 
ringing through out the campus seems to bring me to 
reality, death can very well be around the corner." She 
added thoughtfully that the chimes also remind her "to 
thank God above for seeing me through another day.''. 
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Artist Reutor sets up art gallery exhibit 
By ANNA Z. BICHTA----------

"This will be the first such installation in our 
gallery," said Stella Dobbins, director of the College of 
the Mainland Art Gallery, as we unpacked the art
works for the next exhibit. The works are part of the 

new exhibit which showcases the multi-faceted talent 
of Greg Reutor. 

Reutor, born and educated in California, is the 
associate professor of art at Corpus Christi State Uni
versity. His works have been shown throughout 

Artist Greg Reutor shows the clay planter he made for his exhibit to InterCOM reporter Anna Z. Bichta. 

(Photo by Stella Dobbins) 

I've got the sophomore blues 

Planning ahead for graduation 
By TAMMIE HARNESS---------

Were you one of those people who spent numerous, 
tiresome hours in line at registration trying to work 
out a schedule that would satisfy both your graduation 
and transfer requirements? If you had no troubles 
please read. You, too, may find yourself with the same 
problems that I, and other College of the Mainland 
students, faced this semester. 

I thought that registration was going to be easy since 
I knew exactly what classes I needed in order to fulfill 
my graduation requirements at COM. To my surprise, 
and others alike, I found out that the simple chore of 
registering can turn into a mindboggling, dreadful 
experience. 

I found out that many classes are only offered cer
tain semesters. You should consider this when signing 
up for classes. Do not take it for granted that all of 
your classes will be offered when it is convenifnt for 
you. The problem of limited classes not only causes a 
problem for students seeking their associate 's degree at 
COM, but it;~lso raises a problem for those students 
who plan to transfer to a university. 

Transfer students need to make sure that the classes 

they take for their associates degree at COM not only 
,transfer to their university but will be counted towards 
their bachelor's degree. 

Because it can be very confusing trying to decide 
what classes to take, COM provides students with 
many counselors. They can help you find out exactly 
what you should take in order to fulfill all your 
requirements. Talk to several counselors in order to 
make sure. that no mistakes on class scheduling have 
been made. 

If you will be transfering, you should talk to counse
lors from COM as well as counselors from the school 
you will transfer to. When speaking to counselors 
from other universities, be sure to take an updated 
COM catalog, so that the counselors can tell you 
which classes are transferable or equivalent to their 
classes. 

When I found out that the language class I signed up 
for was no longer being offered, I ran in distress to Dr. 
Bill Spillar for advice. Dr. Spillar, chairman of Arts 
and Humanities, suggested that I take journalism, a 
class that had never crossed my mind. Journalism, 
which I find exciting, fulfills botb my graduation and 
transfer requirements. 

Texas, New York and Hawaii. At the request of the 
COM gallery, Reutor agreed to install his works there. 
The show runs from Feb. 5 through March 19. 

Along with Dobbins and other art students, I had 
the opportunity to help with the setup of the exhibit. 
Reutor, an imaginative but precise person, brought 
more than 15 of his clay head sculptures of various 
sizes and facial exprt:ssions. The metallic look of the 
special glaze, along with the expressions "without 
hope," made quite an impression on all of us. As we 
progressed with setting up, I was fortunate to see what 
a difference the lighting (designed by Reutor) and the 
placement of an artwork make in its appearance and 
meaning. 

Reutor told me that the heads, which he calls a rock 
garden, were influenced by two artists, Robert Arne
son and Aristotle Maillol. He admires their "commit
ment to craftsmanship and sensitivity of form." Reu
tor sees the sculptures as the "messages to people in the 
future to what it was like in the past." As the extension 
of the rock garden, Reutor also included the photo
graphs of his beach projects to emphazise the theme. 

The artist has done special installations before. 
However, Reutor has worked with larger and different 
(often outside) spaces. In the case of the COM gallery, 
he is creating an environment by putting in objects. 

The second part of the exhibit, made especially for 
COM gallery, includes images influenced by the reli
gious traditions of Mexico and Japan. In these works, 
Reutor wants to stress, not religion in its dogmatic 
sense, but its spiritual meaning by combining a mural 
of the Mexican Our Lady of Guatalupe and a Japanese 

See Artist Page 7 

Folksinger and songwriter Charlie King per
forms during student hour, Jan. 12, the first day 
of classes this semester. (Photo courtesy of COM 
Public Information Office) 
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Campus News/Editorials 

COM choir members plan tour of South 

Members of COM Singers, one of CO M's choral groups under the direction of Hope Shiver, ham it up during a 
recent rehearsal. (Photo courtesy of COM Public Information Office) 

Carter sp_eaks out 

Teacher recalls school's past 
By DANA D. GIBSON---------

In the beginning there was a need. A need for 
higher education in Galveston County. The founding 
fathers of College of the Mainland realized that need, 
and established COM in the spring of 1967. 

In 1968, the second year of COM's existence, 
Thomas Carter was there to see this dream of the 
community come true. 

Carter was born in Nacogdoches and attended 
high school there. He earned a bachelor's degree in 
English from Texas College in Tyler and a master's 
degree in English from Texas Southern University in 
Houston. He served in the Army after World War II as 
a corporal. 

When Carter began teaching at COM in 1968, 
materials and equipment were scarce. The campus was 
located at the former Booker T. Washington High 
School in Texas City on the east side. 

"The changes over the years have been tre
mendous in facility and in staff and all of the other 
parameters that make for a college environment." 
Carter said. "In the old facility we were cramped for 
space, even with just 400 students." 

Although the old campus was located in a neigh
borhood that was exclusively black, no problems 
arose because the students were serious about their 
studies, Carter said. 

In the early days of the college, a basic curriculum 
was offered along with limited business courses such as 
typing and shorthand. No vocational programs 
existed at that time, Carter explained. 

"One of the proudest moments in the lives of 

Thomas F. Carter 

those of us who were employed at that time was to be 
able to move to this facility (present campus), because 
it was such a modern and up-to-date facility," Carter 
said. "It was a facility that engendered in the students a 
great amount of pride .... Students began to feel more 
a part of the colleg~." ' 

"There never have been any segregated facilities 
on this campus or on the old one. The college was 
founded on the principles of brotherhood," Carter 
added emphatically. 

By TAMMIE HARNESS---------

College of the Mainland has three choral groups 
which are under the direction of Hope E. Shiver. 
Shiver has been the choral director at COM since the 
fall of 1981. . 

The choral groups consist of the Studio Singers 
(blues, jazz, pop), the COM Singers (sacred music 
from 1400 to present) and the Mainland Choral 
(community group). 

COM Studio Singers performed at the Albert Tho
mas Convention Center in Houston Feb. I for the 
celebration of the Vietnamese people. The COM Sin
gers performed in the Student Center at COM for the 
Black history program. 

Upcoming performances according to Shiver are a 
jazz festival at San Jacinto College Central March 28, 
9 a.m. and 6 p.m. The Studio Singers and possibly the 
COM Singers will perform. 

All the choirs will participate in the Gulf Coast 
Inter-collegiate Conference Choral Festival April IO 
-1 I at North Harris County College. Guest choral 
director, William Hall, will teach the choirs various 
types of music. 

The Mainland Choral will perform Mozart's Requiem 
Mass in April. 

All the choirs will sing at CO M's graduation cerem
ony May 8, 7:30 p.m. Shiver is planning something 
special since this is COM's 20th anniversary. 

Members of all three choirs will tour the South 
during the second week of May. They will visit cities 
such as New Orleans, La., Mobile, and Montgomery, 
Ala., and will perform at various colleges during their 
tour. 

Auditions set 
GAL YES TON-Auditions for the 1987 summer 

outdoor musical season at Galveston's Mary 
Moody Northen Amphitheater are scheduled 
for Sunday, Feb. 15. 

More than 100 cast and crew members are 
needed for-the professional productions of The 
Lone StarandHello, Dolly! 

The Galveston auditions will be at The Amphi
theater, Stewart Road and 13 Mile Road. Actors, 
singers and musicians will audition from noon to 
4 p.m., dancers at 3:30 p.m. 

More information about auditions or The 
Amphitheater may be obtained by telephoning 
(409) 737-1744 or (713) 486-8052. 
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InterCOM staff 
solicits response 

Anna Z. 

Bichta 

As the editor in chief of the February issue of the 
InterCOM newspaper, I was given the opportunity to 
write an editorial, in other words, to express my 
opinion on a chosen subject. 

I could have commented on a political issue, 
pertaining either to state or nation, but I chose to 
touch on something closer to me and other members of 
the lnterCOM staff. 

As most of you know, the purpose of this 
publication is to serve and inform College of the 
Mainland's students, faculty and staff. We have been 
trying to do our best, but we still need the help and 
support of everyone. We really do need to know what 
our reader's interests are and what they would like to 
see printed. We would also like to see more of you 
actually reading the newspaper because we produce it 
especially for you. 

Please take a moment of your time and let us 
know what you think of lnterCO Mand if what you are 
reading serves your needs. Direct all your opinions, 
letters and articles to Astrid Lowery, InterCOM 
advisor, Suite Bin the Learning Center, Humanities 
Division, 938-1211, ext. 214. Please include your full 
name, address and phone number to verify the authen
ticity of your contribution. 
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COMics ~-

Beheading leads to Valentine's Day 
By DANA D. GIBSON---------

In a fast-paced society such as ours, we often find 
the need to relax and enjoy life. Holidays fulfill that 
need. We have holidays for every type of celebration 
-birthdays, historical events and anything else we can 
think of. 

St. Valentine's Day, like many other holidays, 
began as a religious celebration. 

According to Butler's Lives of the Saints, St. Valen
tine was a physician and priest in Rome. He was 
beheaded by Roman Emperor Claudis II of Goth on 
Feb. 14 A .O. 269. Some historians believe that 
another priest named Valentine lived in a village 
outside of Rome. Both Valentines were said tooe exe
cuted on the same day. 

Whether there were one or two men, their only 
crime was refusing to give up their faith. Roman 
Catholics honor the men with one celebration during 
the festival of St. Gregory each year. 

St. Valentine of Rome was rewarded for his faith in 
A.O. 350 when Pope Julius I had a church built in his 

Lunchtime crowd enjoys COM Student Center. 

honor. 

Our modern day celebration of sending cards and/ or 
tokens of love can be found in literary references as 
early as the time of Chaucer. It was believed at that 
time that on Feb. 14 birds chose their m~tes and paired 
off together for life, just as the souls of the two men 
whose names were St. Valentine were joined in heaven 
for eternity. 

Soon young men and maidens began to draw names 
and pair off for the day, as an additional festivity. Out 
of that practice came the idea of sending letters to 
express love to one's Valentine. 

My first experience with St. Valentine's Day was the 
standard grade school party. We were required to buy 
cards for everyone and deliver them in class. After
wards my mother would read the cards with me and try 
to guess which schoolmate ·liked me. As the years 
progressed I began to look at boys in a romantic, 
instead of an icky way. Now I find myself looking 
foward to the holiday which celebrates love and 
commitment. 

(Photo by Jan Cannaday Wilson) 



- - - - -- -- - - - - - -----~--------------------------... 
Page 4, February 1987, InterCOM 

Campus Features 

Streetcar plays 
on the right track 
By ANNA Z. BICHTA---------

To see the production of Teimesse Williams' play 
Streetcar Named Desire, is to believe that the College 
of the Mainland Community Theater truly is the best 
"Biggest Li'I Theater in Texas." The play, directed by 
Jack Westin runs from Jan. 22 through Feb. 22. 

Being a big fan of Williams, I looked forward to 
the production and I wasn't disappointed. Westin did 
a great job of directing the drama by smoothly 
combining all three elements: cast, set and music. 

The actors really captured the essence of the 
characters, both in their looks and voices. I especially 
liked Luis Lemus as the brutally attractive and explo
sive Stanley; Kay Ogden as Blanche, the comical, 
aging seductress; and Amy Gilman as the slightly 
innocent but stubborn Stella . This well-matched cast 
shone with talent . 

Once again, the theater hired J. Newton White to 
create the set; this one accurately portrayed the vulgar 
romanticism of the French Quarter of New Orleans. 
The set was beautifully complex- three levels of 
period furniture and authentic details wrapped in 
mysterious lighting designed by Kelly Babb. 

The original music was provided by Sparky 
Koerner. His dancefuljazz compositions drew irony to 
the tragic flaw of the characters. 

However, there was one small change from the 
original script that bothered me. In the rape scene, 
instead of a broken wine bottle, Blanche uses a chair to 

Stanley (Luis Lemus) and Stella (Amy Gilman) argue about Stella's sister in Tennesee Williams' play Streetcar 
Named Desire. The show runs at the COM theater on Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays through Feb. 
22. (Photo courtesy of COM theater) 

defend herself against Stanley. I realize that the small 
size of the theater doesn't allow for broken glass to fly 
about, but I missed that detail. The sound of breaking 
glass adds more drama. Unfortunately, the scene also 
was too short for its memory to stay with us to the next 

scene. 
The production has been the best that I have seen 

at COM, but I would recommend that only people 
with a strong heart and nerves see it. As one of my 
friends put it , "It was emotionally exhausting." 

Martin Luther King Jr., man with a dream 
By CHRISTIAN McDONALD-------- liberty, and the pursuit of happiness . But King felt that King learned from Mahatma Gandhi and Henry 

"l have a dream today ... " Those famous words as far as the Negro was concerned, the check had come David Thoreau the tactics of passive resistance. He 
erupted from the mouth of Martin Luther King Jr. back marked "insufficient funds," and he had pledged used this active nonviolence in the Montgomery bus 
into the hearts of some 250,000 people crammed under his life to achieve equality for all . boycott of 1955, which led to a Supreme Court deci-
the shadow of the Lincoln Memorial. That speech, sion declaring Alabama laws requiring segregation on 

f Because King was a religious man, he believed the given Aug. 28, 1963, has remained one o the most buses unconstitional. 
use of violence was not the answer for achieving his 

emotional speeches ever to be spoken. King managed to get almost 100 percent of the black 
The speech showed America what King stood for: goal. He did not stoop to the level of his oppressors · community to refuse to ride the bus. He set up car 

with the use of physical force, but instead used "soul 
Justice for all. He felt that the Constitution and the pools and low-fare taxis to get his people to their jobs. force." - the force made up of people standing together Declaration of Independence were a "promisory note" 
to the American people, promising to all men life, for their own rights. He fought on the legal side too, and went to jail for it. 

But he believed that he came out a better man inside. 
His life and the lives of his family were threatened and 
his house was bombed, but still he perservered . He did 
try to love and serve humanity, to feed the hungry, and 
to clothe the naked. He was a true "Drum major for 
justice." 

_ I have a dream that one day this nation will 
rise up and live out the true meaning of its 
creed: 'We hold these truths to be self evi
dent - that all men are created equal' ... 
With this faith we will be able to work 
together, pray together, struggle together, 
go to jail together, kno wing that we will be 
free one day when all of God's children will 
be able to sing with new meaning, 'My 
country 'tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of 
thee I sing, land where my fathers died, 
land of the pilgrim 's pride, from every 
mountain side let freedom ring. ' 

M.L.K. 

COM student Nsoh Awasom (right) explains the photographs in the black history exhibit to David Chow 

King was the major force behind the black move
ment in the South until his assassination on April 4, 
1968. So now we celebrate his birth in January and 
remember what he has done for justice and the Ameri
can people. (left). The exhibit was shown in the COM library during January. (Photo by Christian McDonald) 



Black history 
Whats it all about? 
By MELLE. LEWIS----------

The observance of Black History Month was started 
in 1926 by _the father of Negro history, Carter G. 
Woodson. February was chosen to recognize black 
accomplishments because the president whose proc
lamation freed the slaves, Abraham Lincoln, was born 
in that month. 

At first only one week was set aside in February for 
the celebration. But since 1976 the entire month has 
been used to honor blacks such as Woodson, and to 
take note of Afro-American history, black heritage 
and black expression. 

Woodson, who was born in 1875 and died in 19-50, 
devoted his life to bringing the achievements of his 
race to the world's attention. In 1915, he founded the 
Association for the Study of Negro Life and History. 
Under his direction, this organization started the 
Negro History Movement. 

Woodson was born in New Canton, Va., and 
received his doctoral degree in history from Harvard 
University in 19 I 2. He firmly believed that "the 
achievements of the Negro, properly set forth, will 
crown him as a factor in early human progress and a 
maker of modern civilization." 

Carver created over 300 products 
from peanuts 

George Washington Carver ( 1859-1943) was another 
renowned black. He was a scientist, teacher, adminis
trator and humanitarian, and won international fame 
for his research in agriculture. He developed products 
from such crops as peanuts, sweet potatoes and 
pecans. 
. Car:er ~reated over 300 products from peanuts, 
mcludmg instant coffee, bleach, soap and ink. He 
made 118 from the sweet potato, including flour, black 
shoe paint and candy. 

Carver earned his way through college by cooking 
and working as a janitor. He graduated from Iowa 
State College in 1894. There he accepted an appoint
ment as an assistant botanist, and remained there until 
1896 when he got an invitation from Booker T. 
Washington to the staff at Tuskegee Institute m 
Alabama. 

Booker T. Washington founded 
Tuskegee Institute 

Booker Taliaferro Washington ( 1856-1915) organ
ized Tuskegee Institute, a school for Negroes, and 
served as its president from 188 l to I 915. He was one 
of the greatest Negro educational leaders, and worked 
throughout his life to improve the life of the Negro. 
Washington believed that the Negro could advance 
himself by being an efficient worker and by educating 
himself. Therefore, Tuskegee Institute offered a number 
of trade courses as well as academic subjects. Washing
ton also organized a National Negro Business League. 

Malcolm X and Martin Luther 
King Jr. were martyrized 

In addition to Woodson, Carver and Washinton, 
many other blacks achieved progress for their race. 
Mary McLeod Bethune was a White House advisor. 
Jan Ernst Matzelinger was an inventor and business
man. Harriet Tubman, known as the "black Moses of 
her race," helped many slaves to freedom. The militant 
Malcom X became a martyr when he was murdered in 
New York City in 1965. Likewise the non-violent cru
sader for minorities, Martin Luther King Jr. whose 
birthday in January has become a national holiday, 
became a martyr when he was murdered in Memphis, 
Tenn., in 1968. · 

Throughout history blacks have made contribu
tions through inventions, discoveries and teaching, as 
well as in many other areas. Now during Black History 
Month, those individuals are finally' beginning to 
receive the recognition they deserve for their part in 
American history. 
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Soul Brothers entertain COM 
• By.LYNELLEWARD-------

As 1 walked toward the Student Centet at 
College of th~ Mainland I noticed ~omething 
was differ-enLJ)aily amund. noon a crowd is 
u,uaJly aatberedatstudenthour. but Qnlan,27 
the crowd Was largertha'.n usual. ihen treniem
bered that the Student Activities Board had 
planned a concert. 

The Soul tlrothers. I pondered over tii~name 
a while and decided to check it out. Evbn if it 
wasn't to my taste, it might be educatihnal 1 
thought. I strive to expand my views on different 
types of music~ 

I wasn't quite sure of what type of band this 
really was, ~tit.I assumed it was a soutl>and 
because of fhe name. As I. entered the Student 
Center; 1 chose a secluded .spot where l could sit 
back and observe, 

ihe group was beginning to set up~ so I 
decided to iet .some opinions from oth~r stu~ 
dents who bad heard the baud at CQM bffore. 
The consensus was that the baud was g900., I 
thought to myself this might be OK after alL 

The group co~ists of bass player and vocalist 
George Brown.~ guitarist and vocalist Jim Fulson; 
vocalist Henry Boatright, who also plays saxo
phone and flute; drummer Larry McCall; and 
keyboardist C::harles-Oreenwood. 

They introdl6~ lhemselves as the si:r 
Brothers a rhythm and blues band. When they . 
began to play, twas overwhelmed by how good 
they really are. I am a fan of rhythm and blues~ so 
l appreciated the talent of this group. They've 
been playing for over lO yea.rs and it really 
showed. The group has a mystique about it. 
They had a mellowing effect on me. Each song 
had an idle flow like good rhythm and blues 
should. 

As I looked atQdnd;J noticed tbat theaud1et¢e' 
was also taken by this group. I heard comments 
that the group was surprisingly good. Those who 
had seep. them before, found them just as enter-
taining the secqµd time, · ) 

In my opini~n.this Houston~based groupJs 
exceptional. ln tbe future I hope- to see more of 
the Soul Brothers. 

Anthem adopted for celebration 
By MELLE. LEWIS----------

February has been designated as Black History 
Month. Throughout . the month black Americans 
recall where they came from and what achievements 
have been accomplished by their race. 

James Weldon Johnson is remembered for compos
ing what is now know as the Black National Anthem. 
In February I 900, Johnson wrote the lyrics and his 
brother, J . Rosamond Johnson an accomplished mus
ican, wrote:the music to "Lift Ev'ry Voice and Sing." 
-The song was originally written in celebration of 
Abraham Lincon's birthday. Its popularity spread 
quickly. The song was adopted by the National Asso
ciation for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), and later became known as the Black 
National Anthem. 

Born to James and Helen Louise Johnson June 17, 
1871, Weldon was the first black to be admitted to the 
Florida bar. He also was the first black executive 

secretary of the NAACP. Not only was he a leader in 
the civil rights movement, but his poetry, historical 
writings and his position as professor of creative litera
ture at Fisk University, Nashville, Tenn., made him 
one of the primary contributors to the Harlem Renais
sance. 

Lift Ev'ry Voice and Sing 

Lift every voice and sing, 
Till earth and heaven ring' 
Ring with harmonies of Liberty; 
Let our rejoicing rise 
High as the listing skies, 
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark 
past has taught us, 
Sing a songful/ of the hope that the present 
has brought us; 
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun' 
Let us march on till victory is won. 
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Exhausted arms beg for book .storage space 
By JAN CANNADAY WILSON-----

My arms ache. My purse has slipped off my 
shoulder. I have three classes today and I'm carrying a 
mountain of supplies. 

Picture this, I've got IO textbooks, several note
books stacked on top, and my camera bag is cutting 
into my shoulder. My jacket is slung across my arm 
and my car keys are clutched in my fist. 

I'm ready for the day. I pray I make it across the 
parking lot, and the puddles, and into the Student 
Center. Triple the affliction if it's raining-an 
umbrella requires a free hand. 

If I make it inside without a calamity, I count my 
blessings. I stop at the pop machine to grab a cool one. 
As I begin to grope for my change, my camera bag slips 
off my sho~lder and hits my arm. The resulting jolt is 

Rat and roll 

disasterous. Books and notebooks end in an avalanche 
on the floor. Can you relate? 

Tomorrow is another day. But it doesn't get any 
better. Only the names of the textbooks change, not 
their number, and not their weight. I've considered a 
suitcase - one of those with little wheels that you can 
pull along. I just can't figure out how to get it up and 
down the stairs in the Learning Center without a 
freight elevator. 

Last week I tried leaving everything in the car. I 
dashed back and forth across th~ parking lot between 
classes, leaving those, taking these. I was late to every 
class. And three of the five days,it rained - hard. I give 
up! How did I ever make it through high school? 

Do you remember? We had lockers. Remember how 
great they were? I may have outgrown my need for 

Rhythm Rats Will Indian (left), Rusty Trapps (middle) and Lo?se Reed (r_ight) play during COM College Ho,ur in 
the Student Center Jan. 20. The Austin-based Rhythm Rats will play theu zany rhythm and blues at Tubby s Ice 
House in La Marque Feb. 20 and 21. (Photo by Christian McDonald) 

milk, but Lord, not my need for a locker. How I long 
for that metallic clanging between classes. 

Lockers were so much more than storage bins. Mine 
had an 11 X 14 of my latest flame smiling that myste
rious smile each time I opened the door. Add my 
Snoopy mirror, a can of hairspray and a poster of the 
'Stones. In the bottom was a half-eaten Hershey bar 
(with almonds), a jacket, notebooks, and of course, 
textbooks. There you have my home away from home. 
Oh, I miss it! 

I wonder why our wonderful facilities here at Col
lege of the Mainland don't include lockers? We've got 
plenty of blank walls. I think~ lot ofus would happily 
pay a rental fee for the con~enience of having one. 
Would you? I'll make some inquiries. In the meantime, 
I'll just keep stacking. 

Rats rock COM 
By CHRISTIAN McDONALD-----

The Austin-based Rhythm Rats returned to College 
of the Mainland for the College Hour opener Jan. 20 
in the Student Center. 

Playing. more of their zany tunes from their album 
"The Rhythm Rats," the Rats again entertained with 
coJT!_edy and finesse. Replaying songs performed last 
semester, such as "Cartrouble," "Jailbait" and the 
somewhat patriotic "Target Lybia," they also added 
some previously unplayed tunes from their album. 

Bass player Loose Reed tortured a string to its audi
ble death near the beginning of the set, but still man
aged to show off his musical ability on the remaining 
three strings. 

The Rats brought a guest along to play harmonica 
with them. John Indian, hailing from New York City is 
the brother of Will Indian, the master of the Stratocas
ter guitar. 

Rusty Trapps again proved that you don't need all 
sorts of fancy electronic drums and extended micro
phone systems to keep a good blues beat. His modest 
five-piece set plus cymbals had plenty of boom to 
shake the Student Center. 

The Rats will be playing locally Feb.20 and 21 at 
Tubby's Ice House in La Marque, but if you happen to 
make it to the Austin area, check out their usual hang
outs, the Hole in the Wall and Joe's Generic Bar on 
Sixth Street. 

New Year's resolution- a-ccepting yourself as you are in 1987 
By JAN CANNADAY WILSON------

Drat! Just what I didn't want to hear when I didn't 
want to hear it. Yep, another listless, boring, ho-hum 
seminar on dieting. This one was offered by Jeanne M. 
Roy and sponsored by Women in Support Jan. 15 at 
the College of the Mainland Student Center. 

I didn't walk in with this attitude mind you, I just 
walked out with it. I was hoping for so much more 
from a session entitled "Taking Care of Ourselves / 
New Year's Resolutions." There are so many aspects 
involved in taking care of ourselves. I was appalled 
that the majority of the time was used hashing over the 
woes of dieting. 

Of course nutrition is important, but let's face it, 
most of us have had it up to our Hostess Twinkies with 
diets . 

How many diet books have been bought, then 
trashed? How many of the diets were workable? And 
why are we so obsessed and discontended with our 
bodies? Could it be due to media hype? Do we really 
want to look like the hollow-cheeked, flat-chested and 
emaciated Vogue's mannequins? Or is there a happy 
medium? 

This year I made a commitment to myself to take 
better care of me. An obvious way is to stop smoking, 
which for me is life threatening. 

I was hoping this seminar would also cover the more 

subtle aspects of caring for ourselves. Aspects that lead 
to mental, emotional and spiritual well-being. We 
must learn to rely on ourselves for the nuturing we 
need. 

This year I am committed to learning to love myself, 
just the way I am. 

Dieting makes me angry and negative because I 
don't do it well. If I choose to dwell on the fact that I'm 
IO pounds over my ideal weight, I'm miserable. 
Instead, I choose to accept my body as it is today. No, 
it isn't magazine material, but it's definitely, uniquely 
mine. 

Physical fitness can become an obsession. I know, I 
managed a women's health spa for three years. I 
worked out several times a day and the owners used me 
in their ads. Trust me, this perfect body syndrome will 
not bring complete happiness. There is so much more 
to being an attractive woman than the physical body. 

Go ahead, resolve to lose weight this year if you feel 
you want to, but let's put our female vanity on the shelf 
and look at other ways to be good to ourselves. Dieting 
can change our outer appearance, but what about our 
insides? What about our thinking, feeling inner selves? 
How do we care for the woman inside? 

It seems that our culture has cast the woman in the 
role of the nurturing family member, who puts eve,. 
ryone's needs before her own. We wait patiently for 
our families to recognize our needs and fulfill them, 

but time after time these needs are not met. This is so, 
not because we're not loved and appreciated, but 
because everyone is involved in their own pursuits. 
Therefore, we must learn to give to ourselves, because 
if we don't love ourselves, how can we expect anyone 
else to? 

There are so many small, uplifting things that I can 
do for me. I begin my day by looking into the 
bathroom mirror and telling myself that I'm a loving, 
worthwhile, valuable person, and that I love me. 
Sound ridiculous? It works! I've also started buying 
little luxuries for myself occasionally, even if it's only a 
tube of lipstick, a pair of earrings, or a rose. It's impor
tant that I treat myself as a special friend. 

Over the holid.ays, I took an afternoon, and went to 
the Galleria. I tried on furs and all the prettiest clothes, 
and only spent $4 for lunch. But I treated myself like I 
was royalty and I had a wonderful time. 

Buying mys·elflunch at a favorite restaurant is a way 
of taking special care of me. So is a long hot soak in the 
tub with lots of bath oil, candles and soft music. The 
choices can be endless. Just take enough time to sit and 
write out a list of things you would like to do. They 
don't have to cost a lot, but they can be worth a million 
to your psyche. 

The year is still new. You've got plenty of time to 
resolve to take good care of yourself. The rewards are 
well worth the effort. · 



InterCOM adds 
5 new reporters 

Tammie Harness 
By LYNELLE WARD---------

"Though I had planned to attend Stephen F. Austin 
State University, I chose to attend The College of the 
Mainland, which is closer to home, when my younger 
sister faced life-threatening surgery." said Tammie 
Harness, a secondary education major at COM and 
new member of the InterCOM staff. 

Harness is from Seabrook, where she has lived for 
12 years. She graduated from Clear Lake High School 
and while in school she was involved in the band as 
well as other clubs and activities. 

After graduatio'n, Harness attended San Jacinto 
College for one semester. From there she transfered to 
COM and is in her fourth semester. 

Harness' hobbies include dancing, music, and group 
activities such as sports. She also teaches handicapped 
children in the summer, which she has done for the 
past three summers. 

Harness plans to be a special education teacher with 
concentration in mathematics. 

Roberta H. Levine 
By BEBE LISING-----------

Roberta H. Levine is considering using her graphic 
arts experience from College of the Mainland to do 
layout design and typesetting for a printshop, news
paper, or magazine. As a member of the InterCOM 
staff, Levine is doing the majority of the typesetting for 
the college newspaper. 
· Levine became seriously interested in graphic arts 
last March while visiting InBetween Magazine during 
deadline rush. For a full day and night she was intro
duced to newspaper production. 

In Fall'86 Levine enrolled for beginning typesetting, 
offset pre.ss and camera. This semester she is taking 
advanced typesetting, platemaking and layout design. 
All of these skills are used in producing InterCOM. 

Levine also is talented in calligraphy and has an art 
background. Some of her leisure time is spent listening 
to jazz and blues and performing with the Galveston 
International Folk Dancers. 

Born in Brooklyn, N. Y. , Levine grew up in the 
Washington D.C. area. Seven years ago she moved to 
the Houston area, where she met her husband, and 
worked as an technical illustrator for Litton Resources 
Systems. They enjoy t~king long walks with their dog 
and camping when time allows. 

Mell E. Lewis 
By DANA D. GIBSON---------

InterCO M welcomes a new member to its staff, Mell 
E. Lewis, a journalism major who has versitile skills in 
photography, graphic arts, telecommunications, and 
teaching. 

Lewis is a returning student to College of the 
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Spring 1987 InterCOM staff: (from left, front row) Mell E. Lewis; Dana D. Gibson, April editor; Christian 
McDonald, March editor; Anna Z. Bichta, February editor; Jan Cannaday Wilson, photography editor; (back 
row from left) Roberta H. Levine, typesetter; Bebe Lising; Lynelle Ward; and Tammie Harness. 

' (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
Mainland after spending a year at Texas Southern 
University. She has 50 plus credits hours from both 
institutions. 

Lewis has been a substitute teacher for the Hitch
cock Independent School District. 

In her spare time she enjoys working with electron
ics and photography. "I have liked photography since 
the seventh grade," said Lewis. She keeps a darkroom 
at her house to keep her hobby going. 

Although her career goal is undecided, she likes the 
media field and is hoping that her skills will aid her in a 
choice. She is also a member of Sigma Delta Chi, the 
society of professional journalists. At present she is 
employed by the Corps of Engineers as a clerk and 
typist. 

Bebe Lising 
By LYNELLE WARD---------

"In my opinion, long-term economic development 
and- non-polluting sources of energy hold the key to 
world peace," says Bebe Lising, InterCOM staff 
member. 

Lising is active in conservation and world peace and 
is involved in many clubs and activities like the Sierra 
Club, L5 Society (promoting space development), the 
Center for Science in the Public Interest and the 
Environmental Committee here at College of the 
Mainland. 

Lising also is Clean City Committee coordinator 
with the Texas City-La Marque Chamber of 
Commerce. 

In March she will receive training at the University 
of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston to conduct a 
health study in Texas Pty with a grant from the 
MOTT Foundation. 

Lising has two children, Nikki, 9 and Coree, 6. She 
was born in St. Louis, Mo. where she attended 
Meramec Community College. She also attended the 
University of Missouri . 

Lynelle Ward 
By TAMMIE HARNESS-------

Lynelle Ward, 18, is one of the new members on the 
lnterCOM journalism staff. 

Ward recently graduated from La Marque High 
School where she participated in several school activi
ties. She thoroughly enjoyed being a trainer for the 
football team. She also participated in the student 
government, speech and journalism. 

This is Ward's first semester at College of the Main
land. Her classes include English, history and journal
ism. 

Some of Ward's interests and hobbies include a 
variety of sports and journalistic writing. She enjoys 
spending her spare time at the beach . 

In the future she plans on earning a degree in televi
sion and news broadcasting. 

Artist sets up 
Continued from Page I----------
prayer garden. As the artist said, people don't need a 
church building to be spiritual. All of the parts of the 
patio, except the bricks, were made by Reutor. 

SAB to sponsor two-day blood drive 

The audience may be surprised by the lack of color 
in the exhibit. Liz Juza, who accompanied the artist, 
explained that Reutor wants the environment - the 
shrine - to appear more serene. Reutor added that the 
neutral colors and the metallic glaze of all clay pieces 
were used so that neither the color, nor the media 
overpowers the works and their meaning. 

"This should prove to be the most exciting and 
interesting exhibit at the Gallery this year because of 
the viewer's participation", Reutor said. The artist 
wants his audience to actually become a part of the 
environment by using the patio as the spiritual area of 
the gallery. 

By LYNELLE WARD---------

The Student Activities Board and the Blood Center 
of Houston will sponsor a two-day blood drive Feb. 24 
and 25, in the College of the Mainland Student Center 
form 8 a.m . to 3 p.m. 

Everyone between the ages of 18 and 66 is urged to 
donate. Each donor will receive a free T-shirt. 

According to Maryann Urick, head of the Student 
Activities Board , the blood drive held Oct. 14, 1986 
pulled in a record number of donors . One hundred and 
twenty-eight people donated blood , a sirnble diffe r
ence fro m the first blood drive in 1979 which had only 

28 donors. 
The February Blood Drive is extended to two days 

so ~hat donors can be more easily accommodated. 
Not everyone can donate. -Each donor should check 

to see if he or she can donate blood. People on certain 
medication, such as for high blood pressure, are not 
eligible to donate. People with cancer, cardiovascular 
problems, hepatitis, or diabetes should not donate 
blood . 

Donors need not worry about possible risks , because 
sterile needles are used and the risk of a blood-oriented 
disease is almost nonexistent. 

HRA fund-raiser set 
The Handicapped and Retarded Association (HRA) 

is looking for crafts to be donated to the annual fund
raising Bar-B-Q on April 25. Tickets are available for 
$5. Call 948-37~9 or 948-9231 for more information. 
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What's happening 

Student activities calendar 
By BEBE USING------ enjoy the· performers and special 

events. Weather permitting, activ-
There are no classes from 12:30- ities wi'll be held outside. For more 
I :30 on Tuesdays and Thursdays. information call Maryann Urick 
Come to the Student Center and at 938-1211 ext. 418. 

Dates 

Friday, Feb. 13 

College Hour Specials, Events and Sports 

Activities 

...........••••• Valentine Party - 8 p.m.-1 a.m. at the San Luis 
Hotel, Galveston; 'Dr. Toons,' D.J. will be playing a 
variety of music; hor d'oeuvres will be served begin
ning at 9 p.m.; cash bar (l.D. check); tickets are 
available through the Student Activities Board for $3 
a person. 

Friday-Sunday, Feb. 13-15 .•.. • ... Valentine's Raquetball Tourney- cost is $9 per 
person. 

Friday- Monday, Feb. 13-16 .•.•.. Newspaper recycling- a truck will be parked by the 
duck pond for collection. The paper is processed into 
insulation for use in the future group home of the 
Handicapped and Retarded Association . Call 948-
4403 for Clean City Committee information. 

Tuesday, Feb. 17 .....••....... Beat Box Rock - R.M.G. (RAP) - There are no 
instruments, just two guys telling a story and making 
music with their mouths. 

Friday, Feb. 20 .••....•....•.•. Country/ Western Dance Workshop is set for 7:30 to 
9:30 p.m. Cost is $3 per person. 

Saturday, Feb. 21 •..•.....•..•.. Run/ Walk for your Heart Fun Run - 1/ 4-, _I-. 3-, or 
6-mile course, Run starts at 9 a.m. The Amencan 
Heart Association will benefit. 

Monday, Feb. 23 ......•...•.... Introduction to Jazz Dance will be $3 a person in 
Room P-J 12 from 6-7 p.m. 

Tuesday, Feb. 24 .•••••..• , ••••• AIDS: We need to know about it: Making Ourselves 
Safe. 7:30-9:30 p.m. in the LRC-131. Lecture pres
ented by the Community Support for Aids and the 
Galveston County Public Health District. 

Tuesday & Wednesday, Feb. 24-25 .•. Two-Day Blood Drive - 8 a.m.- 3 p.m. on both days 
in the Student Center. Give blood and help save a 
life. All donors will receive a free T-shirt. Call ext. 
417 or 418 to schedule your donation time. 

Thursday, Feb. 26 ••......•.•... Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Competition Bowling 
Sports Day will be conducted by Galveston College. 
Six male and six female credit students are needed. 
Lunch and bowling free . 

Friday, Feb. 27 .•. . .•.•. • ...... The Environmental Committee will meet at 2 p.m. in 
Room A-148. New members are welcome to discuss 
issues of concern. Call 948-4403. 

Tuesday, March 3 ..••..••....•. Addictions: A family systems approach to recovery. 
The program is free in LRC-l3l'at 7 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 3 ..••......•... President Larry Stanley will hold an informal visit 
with students. Here's your opportunity to have your 
questions addressed by the president. 

Thursday, March 5 •••••••••••••• The Students vs. Employees Basketball Game is set 
for 12:30 p.m., in the gym. 

March 7-14 or 8-15 ••.....••.•... Two spring break ski trips to Breckenridge, Colo. 
Cost is $495 per person. Pay as soon as possible. 

March 9-13 ••••.•.••••.•...••• Spring break for students and faculty. 

Tuesday, March 17 ••••••.•.•.•.• Kier is a solo singer and keyboard player doing vocal 
impressions and original music. 

PTK winners 
Sigma Delta Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa held a 

drawing Dec. 11 to determine the winners of their 
Gasoline Giveaway. The drawing was conducted by 
Dr. Don Bass, dean of Instruction and Student Deve
lopement. The winners were: Lurie Boson of La 
Marque ( l00 gallons of gasoline); Linda Sliter of 
Santa Fe (50 gallons of gasoline); and Kathy Ballinger 
of Dickinson (oil and filter change). 

Phi Theta Kappa congratulates the winners and 
thanks all who participated in this successful fund 
raiser. 

Officers installed 
Texas Nursing Students Association, College of the 

Mainland chapter, inducted its new officers Jan. 20. 
The new officers are: David P. Field, president; James 
Price, first vice president; Debra Mutch, second vice 
president ; Patti Zimmerman, treasurer; Natalie 
Myrick, recording secretary; Carol Schumann, cor
responding secretary; and Michael Weir, historian. 
The sponsors of the chapter are Crole Labby and 
Connie O'Kane. 

PTK activities 
Phi Theta Kappa will hold a general meeting Feb. 

21, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., in Room T-09. There will 
be a guest speaker. 

The PTK State Convention is set for Feb. 26 - Feb. 
28 in Fort Worth. College of the Mainland's Sigma 
Delta Chapter will campaign for the state president's 
office. 

Newspaper Recycling 
The community newspaper drive will be held on 

the second weekend every other month. St. Valentine's 
weekend is the next scheduled collection time. A truck 
will be parked near the duck pond at the College of the 
Mainland from Friday, Feb. 13 to Monday, Feb. 16. 
Additional drop-off points will be the Lowry Center at 
Fifth Avenue and 21st Street on Friday and Safeway 
Dispose-All dumpster, Palmer and Sixth Street, on 
Saturday. 

The future group home for the Handicapped and 
Retarded Association will receive the insulation which 
is made!! from the newspapers. 

For more information contact Trash Power (409) 
948-4403 orthe TC/ LM Chamber of Commerce (409) 
935-1408. 

Recycling is part of the effort to win $60,000 in the 
Governor's Community Achievement Awards which 
is to be used by Texas City for highway landscaping. 

Air Force 
HOUSTON So me forme r Ai r Fo rce personnel 

are being o ffered their old rank back according to 
Senior Master Sergeant Dan 13eamer. the 3546 USAF 
Recruiting Squadron Superintendent.972013eechnut, 
Houston . . 

Prior service men and women who were discharged 
from the Air Force after Nov. I, 1982 are eligible to 
reenlist without the loss of rank, if their former skill is 
on the Air Force's needed list. Prior Air Force 
members who have joined the Air Force Reserve or 
Air National Guard and have been promoted may be 
eligible to reenlist one grade higher than held at 
discharge. Some of the skills needed are electronics, 
aircraft maintenance, personnel and medical. 

Prior service men and women are urged to contact 
Sgt. Beamer at 9720 Beechnut, Suite 306, Houston, 
TX or call (713) 954-6806. 



A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND 

Short gory writer Miles Rich
ardson relates his fascina
tion with people as text in 
one of two lectures he pre
sented at College of the Main
land. (Photo by Jim Higgim) 

MARCH 1987 

Author defines 
writing process 
By ANNA Z. BICHTA---------

On March 4, College of the Mainland hosted Dr. 
Miles Richardson who gave several lectures.on anthro
pology and literature. The speaker was invited by 
CO M's literary magazine Sidewinder and the Division 
of Arts and Humanities. 

Dr. Richardson is a professor and acting chairman 
of the Department of Geography and Anthropolgy at 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge. He has pub
lished numerous books and articles on anthropology. 
As stated in his resume, Dr. Richardson is especially 
'intrigued by our (individuals') capacities to construct 
multiple realities." 

Besides being an anthropologist, Dr. Richardson is 
the author of several short stories . One of them, "Hank 
Williams, You Wrote My Life," was published by 
Sidewinder in spring 1986 and another, "The Duck 
That Didn't Go Pretty," is to be published in the next 
issue of the magazine. 

The guest spoke during College Hour and in the 
even·n in the COM Student Center. At the f; st lec
ture, he introduced his short story, "The Man-Eater." 
This story shows that Dr. Richardson is a man with an 
unusual sense of humoi:. Dr. Richardson said my mes-· 
sage is that we are in a hell of a mess because we are 
flesh and blood creatures who also speak. He intro
duced the interesting concept that people communi-

See Author Page 12 

TNSA president see s changes in nursing 
By LYNELLE WARD---------

"Give me any person and I could take their interest 
and fit them into a nursing career because of its diver
sity," says David P. Field. 

Field, president of the Texas Nursing Students 
Association at College of the Mainland believes, 
"anyone can find a part of nursing that they would be 
happy with." He is the first male elected to TNSA at 
COM. 

Field is a graduate of the COM paramedics program 
and became interested in nursing while working as a 
paramedic in a local hospital. He also was attracted to 
nursing due to the shortage of nurses, but good job 
availability througbout the world. 

According to Field nursing does not pay a lot, but it 
does have a wide range of job specialization. A nurse is 
still a nurse whether a psychiatric, obstetrical, or 
pediatric nurse. This is another attraction for Field. 

He fi..1ds nursing just right for his outspokenness. 
"The other students in class say I carry a soapbox in 
my back pocket." Field uses every chance he can to 
express his point of view. He feels that in a femaJe
dominated field being an oddity helps to get others to 
take notice. Therefore he feels n.e has the combination 
of qualities to bring about changes in the nursing field. 

Field would like to see a change in a variety of areas 
such as in the doctor/ nurse relationships. A poor 
relationship between the nurse and the doctor results 

in a deterioration in patient care, Field says. 
He wants also to change how nurses are viewed 

today. In the past they were known as nursemaids and 
had a Florence Nightingale image, but through the 
years their job role has changed in scope and difficulty. 

The nursing profession is a difficult occupation, 
with much stress and responsiblilty. "There is a lot of 
burnout and little appreciation." Drug abuse and 
alcohohsm have become major problems for nurses, 
Field says. Hotlines have been developed to help 
nurses cope with their day-to-day problems. Field 
believes the hotlines are major breakthrough for 
nurses. Nurses throughout the world need to organize 
and the first step towards that goal is the establishment 
of hotlines. 

Nurses have little political power and without that 
power they cannot change legislation regulating their 
profession or get the much-wanted pay increases. 
Field plans to work for such changes. 

According to Field the American Nursing Associa
tion has an estimated 200,000 members, though there 
are more than 2 million registered nurses. With a 
larger member involvement the association will become 
politically more powerful and able to achieve its goals. 

The political side of nursing interests Field and is 
one of the reasons he ra'l1 for preside~t. During his 
January J 987-1988 term he plans to educate pre
nursing students more thoroughly . about what to 

See TNSA president ~age 12 

Nursing student David P. Field is the first male president of 
the Texas Nursing Student ~ation at College of the 
Mainland. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 
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Campus Editorials 

Students fight raising food prices at COM 

COMics 
Wfl. Att<Z.pt: 

E.njo~ [\\~UIJOil 

Coke 

St. Patrick's Day more 
By MICHAEL MURPHY---------

As another St. Patrick's Day approaches, many of 
us make plans to party on a truly bacchanalian scale. It 
is a holiday rich in tradition, but not in the sense of 
wearing green clothing and quaffing huge amounts of 
green beer. Like so many other holidays we observe, 
there is a deeper meaning to St. Patrick's Day than is 
superficially apparent. 

St. Patrick's Day began in Ireland to commemorate 
the death of Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland. 
Patrick devoted his life to teach the word of God to the 
Irish, no small task since the natives were largely 
pagan Druids. Patrick was humble and not very well 
educated, but he had an incredible gift of leadership 
that allowed him to convert the Emerald Isle to Catholi-

cism. 

TMT speed trap creates conflict 
Look out, Big Brother is watching you! 

By MICHAEL MURPHY--------

A typical day (or so I thought) in the life of a typical 
College of the Mainland student. I was struggling to 
maintain my concentration on my Cliff notes cassette 
of George· Orwell's 1984 when a brilliant flash of light 
caught the corner of my eye. 

I had been zapped. Traffic Monitoring Techno
logies, Inc. (TMT) had just photographed me doing 61 
in a 55 mile an hour speed zone. 

Suddenly, Orwell's tale had more meaning. Big 
Brother had arrived. 

Do we need the aggravation of a quasi-legal speed 
trap operating on the highway that leads to school? Is 
it really neccesary? What exactly are my rights concern- . 
ing this method of "law enforcement"? These funda
mental questions ran through my mind as I completed 
my drive to school. 

It seems as though the city of La Marque has 
contracted TMT to set up a traffic monitoring system 
for Precinct 8. TMT uses a-truck equipped with a radar 
system, a computer, and a camera to catch speeding 
violations as th~y occur. TMT then mails a notice of 

violation to the vehicle's registered owner, who is then 
supposed to mail in the fine or arrange for a court date. 

But there are problems. The first problem, accord
ing to my legal sources, is that the system is not enforce
able. Without signing a "Promise to Appear," as you 
would if you were stopped by an officer, there is no 
way a warrant ca1,1 be legally issued. 

Secondly, the manpower costs are mounting, because 
an officer has to be present in the truck to oversee the 
operation of the system. If an officer has to be present 
anyway, why is this system being implemented? Why 
not just have the officer stationed in his patrol car in 
the traditional method of law enforcement? 

But even if it was enforceable and economically 
sound, where's the subjectivity? There is something 
inherently abhorrent about a faceless machine enforcing 
the laws we make to govern ourselves. Where does it 
'Stop? The laws are for the people and by the people, so 
let's enforce them with people. One basic premise of 
our judicial system is the right to face our accusors. 
Apparently, the La Marque City Council feels otherwise. 

All hail Oceania! 

.... " . 

By TAMMIE HARNESS--------

As I walked through the Student Center during 
College Hour on March 5, I was drawn toward a 
crowd of screaming, obnoxious and rude people. This 
angry mob consisted of students, the cafeteria spon
sors, curious passers-by and much later the vending 
machine owners. 

What was supposed to be an organized meeting did 
nothing but make a lot of people angry. Instead of 
students suggesting solutions for the inflated prices, it 
turned out to be nothing more than a yelling match. 
Some students argued for the "better" vending 
machines and higher-quality cafeteria food. Other 
students were against having the electronic machines 
and against the higher food prices despite better 
quality. 

The meeting was so unorganized that for about 30 
minutes the students screamed complaints at the 
cafeteria vendor, not realizing he isn't the owner of the 
electronic machines. How did students expect to 
accomplish anything when they weren't even directing 
their questions to the proper people? 

I think it is a good idea for students to unite to fight 
against what they believe is unfair, but come on, get it 
together. Organize yourselves the next time so that 
something can be accompished. 

• wearing green 
In Ireland, St. Patrick's Day is a Holy Day of Obli

gation, one of the most sacred holidays observed . The 
church played a large part in these observances. H_ow
ever, as the Irish immigrated to the United States, St. 
Patrick's Day eventually became a day to show patri
otism and reaffirm pride in the Irish heritage. 

Following the custom practiced in the homeland, 
many American Irish gathered in pubs, which led to a 
moral dilemma. March 17 falls in the midst of Lent 
(the Catholic period of fasting and abstinence), which 
severely handicapped any attempt to celebrate. The 
Irish were, however, granted a special dispensation to 
suspend the observance of Lent for the day. 

With this dispensation, the celebrants tended to 
cram as much food and drink into one day as possible, 
which apparently is one of the few traditions that still 
exists. 

"'cr Phot!).gtjphy . 
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Editor terms 
St. Valentine's 
dance a success 

Christian 

McDonald 

As I write this editorial more than one subject comes 
.. to mind. 

First, I would like to thank those who have sent in 
letters to the editor. These letters give us an insight and 
direction as to what we should publish in InterCOM . 
. Keep up the good work. 

Next. I would like to say something about the Val
entine's dance sponsored by the Students Activities 
Board. It was nice to see students and teachers collab
orating for the good of... well, just say good fun. We 
(students and teachers alike) need a release every once 
in a while. I think the dance was a success, and I hope 
to see more such activities. 

Finally, last semester President Larry Stanley said 
that the management of the cafeteria would be given to 
a private vendor in order to save the college money. 
This has happened, but I don't know about the saving 
part, especially for the students. 

· The quality of the food may have risen slightly but 
so have the costs. The question is, is the change worth 
it? I don't think so. 

The greater variety of food is nice, and the (slightly) 
better service is OK, but all in all the prices just don't fit 
the quality. What do you think? 

Who is that armadillo? 

A mysterious critter appears on the lawn near 
the College of the Mainland Science Building. 
To learn the varmint's true identity, turn to Page 
5. 

(Photo by Jan Cannaday Wilson) 
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COM students pose for a lunchtime picture. From left, Terry Balzertt, Magdaleno Jaramillo, Tracy Hilton, 
Robert Compean aml Roland Gaytan. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 
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By TAMMrE HARNESS--------

Are you tired from the crowded cities? ls your 
homelife or job driving you crazy? Now is your chance 
to gel away from it all! Enjoy the refreshing 
experiences and simplicity of the outdoors on a 
College of the Mainland Outdoor Club trip. 

The club enjoys trips such as camping, canoeing, 
backpacking. dimbing, rappelling, spelunking ani;i 
bird watching. 

No experience is needed. Through group together
ness vou will learn the skills it takes. · 

The COM Outdoor Club was formed in !978 as an 
outgrowth of Maryann Urick's canoeing and camping 
class. The students enjoyed the trips so much that they 
asked Urick, student activities advisor, if they could 
continue the trips even- though the class had ended. 
Under the leadership of Urick, George Osborne an9 
Mike Hales, the Outdoor Club was brought into 
being. 

Urick says that "the main goal of the club is to get 
outdoors and not to spend much time in meetings." 

Two main themes of the club are outdoorawareness 
and group cooperation. The group's activities 
promote an appreciation of the nat.u.ral world and the 
need to conserve it so that others also may enjoy it. 

·· The only requirement of the dub is that members be 
l 8. The club is open to students as well as members of 
the community. Although you don't have to be a 
member to participate in the activities, a membership 

Black History Month 
concludes with festival 
By LYNELLE WARD,,--------

. "On a w~o!e; the festival was successful con~idering 
1t was the first t1me,"said Dery] Clark, a member of the 
Black History Committee at College of the Mainland, 

The committee held a Black Historv Festival Sun
day, Feb. 22, to conclude the obse~ance of Black 

· History Month. 

The 15 booths, set up for the day-long festival, sold 
food and beverages, handmade jewelry, and black
oriented books. The Sickle-cell Foundation and a 
. local blood bank also had booths, The highlight of the 
festival was a performance of modern jan by the 
Prairie View A&M University dancers. A clown also 
entertained festival goers. 

The committee organized black. history lectures. a 
Gospel show and dinner, a black film festival, a men's 
fashion. show, fashion fair cosmetics makeover , and 
blood pressure screenings. 

The committee also held a Black History Essay 
Contest with divisions for high school and college 
entries. 

The high school division winner was Robin A. Ellis. 
Winners in the college division were Wakili S. Yarima, 
first place; Terrel! Simpson, second place; and Wendi 
Perry, third place. 

The committee believes that this year's festival was a 
success and hopes for an even better celebration next 
year. 

s 

Texas City /La Marque community members participate in .. Run/Walk for Your Heart" on Feb. 21, 1987. · 

fee of $10 is required if you would like to receive a 

monthly newsletter and a club T-sh°lrt. The member
ship fee is due each September. 

The meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the first 
Wednesdayeach month in the COM Student Center. 
Meetings include guest speakers and discussion of· 
upcoming trips. The sign up for each trip is held at the 
monthly meeting priorto the semester. The sign up for 
the fall semester trips is in August, spring trips in 
December and summer trips in May. 

The club does have some equipment for loan on club 

· (Photo court~ of Maryann Urick) 

trips and there is no charge. 

Ano!~ Indian song sums up the club's philosophy. 
l thmk over again my small adventures, 

myfears. 
Those. small ones that seem so big. 
.For all the vital things {had to get and 

to reach 
And yet there is only one great thing 

771e only thing 
To live to see the great day that dawns 
And the light thatfills the world. 

Members ofthe Black History Month Committee sing the Black National Anthem. 

Committee members included Leroy August, Cyn
thia Budwine. Deana Clark. Deryl Clark, Andrew 
Daniels, Warren Dodson, Sherrill Ellison, Wendell 
Ferguson, Patrice Fortenberry, Cynthia Hicks, La 
Donna Jones, Jo Ann Jones, Patrice Lemons, Gerald 

. W. Morgan, Gwen Moses, Pamela Neal, Johnny 
Pickney, Robert Roughley, Terrell Simpson, Shelia 
Taylor, Wakili S. Yarima, Maxine Vance, Beverly 
Douglas, Tillie Henson, Sheila Clark and Pamela 
Turner. 



President Larry Stanley fills out a questiona:ire prior to donating blood during the two-day blood drive held on 
Feb. 24 and 25. College of the Mainland set a record with 147 people donating blood. During the blood drive held 
Oct. 14, 1986, 128 people donated. Pictured with President Stanley from left are Rosalie Trapani, Monte Harris, 
Pat Harris, Thelma Hernandez. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

.Men's spring fashion show held at COM 
By MELLE. LEWIS-----------

A men's fashion show was held in the College of the 
Mainland Student Center Feb. 26 during College 
Hour. 

The show, sponsored by the Black History Planning 
Committee, was held to involve more students in col
lege activities. Committee memDodson, counselor; 
Dery!, Clark, Research and Developement; Dena 
Campbell, secretary to dean of Instructor; Hope 
Shiver, music instructor; Maxine Vance, nursing 
instructor; Tillie Henson, COM Library; Leroy August, 
counselor; and Beverly Douglas, driving program. 

Models for the show were volunteers from COM's 
faculty and student body. Faculty models included 
Dodson, Alex Pratt, Jerry Bryant, Bob Shinn, Tony 
Pfeiffer and August. Student models were Wendell 

Ferg11son, Sherill Ellison, W.S'. Yarima, Cedric 

Haynes, Stanley Smith, Charles Anderson and Andrew 
Daniels. 

Faculty escorts for the men were Bridget Fem"!!, 
Carolyn Phipps and Beverly Douglas. Student escorts 
were Sheila Clark, Gwen Mosses and Patrice Forten
berry. 

Clothing was furnished by Mens's Warehouse, Gulf 
Fre(:way at Monroe, and Webster's Men's Wear at 
Baybrook Mall. The show consisted of casual wear 
and dress wear. 

Fashion coordinator Debbie Weldon added a touch 
of professionalism to the show. 

Leroy August and Beverly Douglas were the hosts 
for the program. Weldon, a former professional 
model, now is a member of COM 's staff. She works for 
the Retired Senior Volunteer Program. 

The grand finale showed the men in swimwear for 
1987. 
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Memorial fund aids 
students financially 
By ANNA. Z. BICHTA.---------

In [ 984, College of the Mainland created the Mem
orial Fund which preserves the names of the deceased 
friends oft he college and provides financial help to the 
needy students who want to continue their education. 

A fund can be established by donating $500 or more 
to the school. The money is then put in the permanent 
endo-.,vment and invested in a high interest investment 
The accumulated interest is given to needy students in 
the form of scholarship. A i,pecial board determines 
student's eligibility based on need and grades. 

The fund is made in the na.me ofa deceased person 
and put on a plaque located permanently int he COM 
Administration Building. The fund and the plaque will 
exist as long as the college does. 

COM has received four such funds. the last one 
given by the Texas City Woodmen of the World. a life 
insur:rnce organization. The group honored deceased 
member L.E. "Mac" Mccaghren. COM President 
Larry Stanlev accepted the fund in February 1987. 

As Dan Doyle, the director of Fir:iandal Aid, said 
the fund is a nice way of remembering one's loved ones 
and helping the school and the community. 

Free classes offered 
By DANA D. GIBSON 

"Students who failed in school often have bad feel
ings about themselves," said Jola Hubisz, instructor of 
Adult Basic Education at College of the. Mainland. ln 
our classrooms they have on!y to compete with them
selves, she explained, 

"Our classroom has an informal atmosphere. We 
always have a pot of coffee and hot chocolate ready," 
Hubisz said. 

ABE classes are free of charge and all of the mate
rials also are free, she explained. "We are open to all 
students who do not make high enough scores for 
credit classes, and others who just want to brush up on 
their basic skills," Hubisz said. 

Our program started 16 years ago with three full
time teachers. We were free to develop our own mate
rial, supplemented by a large fund that is supplied by 
the Texas Education Agency, she added. 

Although in the beginning we were committed to 
older adults and the undereducated, our program has 
grown to include a General Education Diploma Class, 
Hubisz said. 

She went on to explain that some of her former 
students are real ''success stories.'' Many go on to 
obtain a drivers license, attend credit classes {at COM 
or elsewhere), and even earn a degree. One of Hubisz' 
prize success stories just graduated from Trinity Uni
versity in San Antonio on a scholarship. 

"Our classes are also a good way for education 
majors to get practical experience with students on a 
one-on-one basis," she said. 
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Believes it should contain "aliveness" 

xistentialist ro n 
® e 1ves vie so e ucation 

E:nglfah instmttor Brenda Brown hitienlighted COM 
students with her existentialist views for 18 years. 

(Photo by Jim Higgins} 

By CHRISTIAN McDONALU-------

When vou walk lnto Brenda Brown's office, you 
immediat~ly notice that she is a·'nonlinear'person---a!l 
her pictures are crooked. "If it's done by the book or in 
a straight line, then ! guess that I'm not the one to do 
it." she explains. 

Brown teaches English, but not like most teachers. 
She says that to teach good writing and reading is all 
welt and good, hut she also trit:s to inspire her students 

. to understand. Brown, who has taught at College of 
the Mainland since September. l 969, believes in what 

. the Japanese call satori~sudden illumination or 
understanding. More precisely, satori means suddenly 
understanding something that before was only thought 
to be understood. Brown does not expect everyone to 
experience this feeling of satori, but she hopes that a 
student will experience it at least once. 

Brown believes that the educational process should 
contain "aliveness.'' She explains. "It's like looking 
through a prism ... it's not enough to see just one 
color, but to see the whole rainbow! That's what I want 
my students to see." Which is why she viants her 
students to go to her class, because if they don't, they 
may miss something they would regret missing. 

Brown has sHldied existentialist philosophy for 
more than 20 years. 1f you do not understand the term 
existentialism. you can go look it up in the dictionary. 
But wait, kt me save you some time. The definition is 

about 70 words long and would take longer to 
understand than if you attended Brown's class for a 
whole semester. It's less painful to take the class. 

Brown thinks that we live in a futile world where we·. 
have to iive with the fact that there may be no 
tomorrow. A world in '\Vhich ''someone will push the 
red button, or pick up the red telephone before we ever 
recognize ourselves." 'She quotes her good friend. 
COM political science instructor Jim Finley, as saying 
that we live "six miles on the other side of despair,'' 

Brown is not happy with her thoughts of futility . 
She is just trying to make it through like the rest ofus. 

Brown attended the University of Alabama "forever" 
where she received a bachelor's and a master's degree 
in English and history. She taught at Louisiana Poly
technic University, Ruston, La.., where, yes, she taught·. 
Joe Namath, Kenny Stabler and Terry Bradshaw. 
They are "all retired now, so that should. tell you 
something," Brown said. 

Brown is a fiction editor for Sidewinder, a COM 
international literary publication. Sidewinder sponsored 
Dr. Miles Richardson's speech at COM March 3. 

Willie Nelson, Lukenbauch, Texas, and armadillos 
are some of Brown's favorite things, along with the 
comic strips Doonesbury, Bloom County and Ziggy, 

Bro\vn received the Griz Eckert award in 1981 for 
outstanding faculty member. She has four children, 
two who have attended COM. 

cher ellaDo ds leas © 1ng 
By ANNA Z. BlCHTA--------

"lf you keep working hard. challenging yourself an? 
making an effort to communicate with other people, lt 
is possible to become successful," Stella Dobbins said.·· 

Dobbins is both a part-time art teacher and Fine 
Arts Gallery director at College of the Mainland. but, 
above all. she is an artist. 

I was invited to Dobbin's house in Galveston which 
she said reflects who she is as a person. The rooms are 
filled with art pieces done both by Dobbins and her 
artist friends. Being around my friends who are also 
artists creates a supportive atmosphere, said Dobbins. 

She finds other sources of inspiration in frequent 
visits to art museums in Houston and New York City. 
and in reading vadous books. Some of her favorites 
include: The Arr SjJirit by Robert Henri; / Ching, The 
Chinese Book of' Chan1;es; and Anne Trnitt's artist 

\ 

daybook. 
As we sat in hediving room, I noticed the simple but 

beautiful Asian furniture. Dobbins told me of her 
travels to Malaysia. India. Middle East and Europe. 
The artist especially liked Malaysia because of its "rich 
texture of life. "She explained that life in that region is 
very different_ full of unexpected things and ideas 

each day is more colorful. 
The influence of Malaysian tapestry certainly shows 

in Dobbins' work. The artist does mostly still-life 
paintings richly colored and detailed Malaysian arti
facts and fabrics. In her small but cozy borne studio, I 
saw one of Dobbins' tapestry paintings half-finished. 

Dobbins also has been interested in various aspects 
of Malaysian life, especially in Asian spiritualism and 
religion. She not only has read on the subject. but also 

has included it in her work. For example, some of her 
still lifes indudea composition of circle which in Asian 
religion means eternity'. 

Asked how she first became interested in art, Dob
bins said that she has been drawing since childhood. 
She later excelled in art in school. The interest was 
always there, she said, and has been growing. Art is 
Dobbins way to communicate \Vith others, to explain 
her feelings, mood. and emotion her painting. 

A native of Rockford, Ill., Dobbins received her 
bachelor of arts degree at University of Illinois and her 
master of arts degree at University of Houston at Clear 
Lake. She also attended the Malaysian Institute of 
Art. 

l atsn asked Dobbins about her favorite artists. She 
mentioned Georgia ()'Keefe, Henri Matisse, and Orien
tal painterand philosopher M'u Ch'i. Her contempor• 
ary favorites are Morris Graves whose watercolors are 
"spiritual and enchanting."and sculpture Anne Truitt 
who "gets to an essence of an idea." 

Although Dobbins enjoys creating art the most, she 
also find pleasure in teaching. She teaches an Intro
duction to Fine Arts course in area high schools and at 
COM (she came to COM in 1982). Dobbins likes to 
teach because she can pass her ideas and philosophy 
on to others, She also told me that she gets new energy 
from her students fresh ideas. 

Her fame may not be wide-spread, but Dobbins' art 
is increasingly appreciated by various people. She has 
recently received agrant form Pollock-Krasner Foun
dation in New York City, and is a recipient of Grand 
Prize Award at the !984 Dimensi<:>n Houston show. 
Dobbins thinks such awards are very encouraging to 
al! artists. 

Now that Dobbins has become successful, she 
would like to help other young and struggling artists. 
She enjoys being a member of several art boards, such 
as Galveston Artists Guild, and judging art shows in 
Houston and Galveston. 

Stella Dobbins' "Foreign Resonances"' painting has 
been selected for the Texas Art Celebration '87 co:tnpe
tition sponsored by Assistance League . of Houston. 
The participating.· art works were selected by juror 
John Caldwell of the Carnegie Museum of Art, Pitts
burgh, Pa. 

Above al!, Dobbins is a person and an artist who 
wants to push the limits - to explore new ideas and 
cultures. She likes the adventure and new discoveries 
in life and art. 
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_s11.arkey Koerner, talented jazz musician 

He's not j st a tr m et layer 
By MELLE. LEWIS----------

Harry Koerner, better known as "Sparky," has 
worked full time in College of the Mainland's Music 
Department since the fall of 1982. He took over the 
position formerly held by Tom Arvidson. 

Koerner first came to COM in 1981 as a student, 
working part time doing his internship. Prior to his 
arrival at COM, he taught in Veracruz, Mexico. 

He is very musically inclined. He plays a number of 
instruments ranging from the flute to guitar to key
boards, but his specialty is the trumpet and the French 
horn·. 

Not only does Koerner instruct at COM, he also 
plays with the Galveston Symphony and the Jazz 
Quartet, He performs on Sundays four to six times out 
of the year, with the Galveston Syi:nphony, however. 
the Jazz Quartet plays every Friday and Saturday on 
The Colone( a dinner paddlewheeler. 

Koerner also likes to direct and perform. Since he 
has been at COM; he has directed the music for West 
Side Story and most recently the music for A Streetcar 
Named Desire. 

At the present, Koerner is trying to organize a day-

time combo group. The combo will consist of eight 
members. Two positions are still open, bass guitarist 
and drummer, 

The Jazz Emsemble, which he directs at COM, per
formed at a non-competition show at Sam Houston 
State University in Huntsville Feb, 21. 

Koerner's first.exposure to music was in the fourth 
grade. His first influences were Louis Armstrong and 
Dizzy Gil1espie. Now artists such as Miles Davis and 
Doc Severinson are his idols along with many others. 

He studied music at Louisiana State Universitv in 
Baton Rouge, La., where he received a bachelor's 
degree and at North Texas State in Denton. where he 
obtained a master's degree. 

Koerner is originally from Pennsylvania. He enlisted 
in the Air Force which gave him .a c.hance to travel to 
the southern states. The .mild weather in the South is 
one of the reasons he ha,s stayed in this area. He is 
married and has three children. 

He is not the only musician in the family, his wife 
also plays the guitar. · 

Most people unwind with music, but what does a 
person who is around music all the time to relax? Well, 
Koerner says he turns to light jazz. -

Schwande,r to ~irect upcoming play 
By CHRISTIAN McDONALD-------

Since 1977 Reggie Schwander has been associate 
director of College of the Mainland's Community 
Theater, which is a part of CO M's Continuing Educa
tion Program. 

As associate director, Schwander casts a vote for the 
plays which will be seen each season. Directing two or 
three plays a year, he has such plays as Mame, Hello 
Dolly! and The Tempest to his credit. Schwander will 
direct upcoming Life With Father. 

Schwander takes a personal interest in the season 
ticket growth of our CO M's theater."The biggest Li1 
Theater in Texas"currentiy ranks about fourth among 
Texas community theaters in the number of season 
ticket holders, approximately 1,500. "Probably first, if 
you consider our size." sa1d Scfrwander. 

The COM theater seats 168 people compared to the 
1,500-sea t Midland Community Theater, the largest in 
Texas with 5,000 ticket holders. 

Schwander enjoys working on brochures sent out 
for the theater, These brochures account for the major
ity of the season tickets sold. 

"ln the theater, goals must 1,e personal or nothing 

InterCOM typesetter 
Richard L. · Quach 
By ANNA Z. BlCHTA---------

One of the typesetters working with the Inter COM. 
newspaper is Richard Long Quach. 

Quach is a Vietnamese immigrant who. has been irt 
the United States for seven years. This is his fourth 
semester at the College of the Mainland where he is · 
taking courses related to drafting, architecture and 
typesetting. 

Quach has already attended architecture classes at 
the University of Houston but had to move to COM 
because of financial difficulties. 

As a part of his co.op program at COM, Quach has 
qesigned a radar wind system for NASA. He is now 
working on a special advertising package for COM. 
Quach is designing an application package which 
includes a folder, letterhead, envelopes, benefit announce
ments, etc, for possible COM employees. 

In his spare time, Quach enjoys making designs and 
painting high tech architecture. He would like .to go 
back to U of H to receive a BA in architecture. 

happens. I'm sure Babes in Toylan4would have never 
played if I hadn't brought it. up year after year," 
Schwander said. 

Sometimes, however, those personal goals are not 
clearly understood. Schwander's conception of the 
magical dance of the fairies in The Tempest is an 
example. "They (the dancers) weren't supposed to 
look like punk rockers," Schwander said. "They were 
supposed to be something from out of this world." 

Schwander has high hopes for the upcoming Lffe 
With Father, which was at one time the longest run

. ning play in New York. Chorus Line, scratched from
this season but to be seen next season, is currently the 
longest running play according to Schwander. 

When asked how a nobody (someone without acting 
credits), could be in a production, Schwander sug
gested that the hopeful read ahead on the plays that are 
to be seen in each season. He suggests picking a play in 
which the person would have a good chance of getting 
a part. Joesph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream
coat was a good example since 12 brothers needed to 

· be cast. 
An()ther way to get into a production, Schwander 

said is to work from the inside. Drop in at the rehear-

IntetCOM welcomes two new staff members, Richard 
L. Quach, typesetter, and Michael Murphy, reporter. 

(Photo by Jan Cannaday Wilson) 
., ·' 

Reggie Schwander 

sals and offer to help. Show initiative and responsibil
ity and someday .... 

Auditions for Life With Father are March 22 at l :30 
p.m. and March 23.at 7 p.m. with rehearsals starting a 
couple of weeks after. Opening night is May 21 and the 
play runs through April 14. · 

Interc·oM reporter· 
Michael MUrphy 
By TAMMIE HARNESS--------

lnterCOM welcomes. a ne:w member to its staff, 
Michael Murphy, a journalism major. 

After graduating from high school in 1976, Murphy 
entered. the Navy and graduated from the Naval 
Nuclear Propulsion Engineering School in Orlando, 
F.la. Upon his discharge, he moved to Texas. 

Murphy worked as an illustrator for Exxon and 
McDonnell Douglas. When he became unemployed as 
a result of the declining oi! and aerospace industries, 
he decided to return to school. This is his first semester 
at College of the Mainland. 

Murphy travelled all over the country while growing 
up. He lived in such. places as Califomia. Alabama, 
Hawaii and New Mexico. 

Murphy is carrying 2 l hours and is concentrating on 
a journalism career. Later, he says he "plans on 
transferring to a four-year college." 

In his spare time he enjoys playing basketball, play
ing his guitars and listening to blues music. 
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X tic ani al 
By DANA D. GlBSON---------

Have you ever wondered ho,v an animal on the 
endangered species list survives'! The sad truth is that 
most of society does. not care,. Well, Glen and Mike 
Ridlen do, The father .and son raise exotic animals on 
the family's 20-acre breeding ground in Santa Fe. 

Mike, a pre-veterinary major at College of the 
Mainland, brought a few of his animals Jan. 20 for a 
show and tell lecture. 

His "guests" included an emu (a relative of the 
ostrich), a sulfur-crested cockateel and an Amazon 
parrot 

The sulfur-crested cockatee! named Love, is a potty
trained pet at the Ridlen house, ''He will go to the 
bathroom when you tell him to. And that's a pretty 
handy thing to know when he's sitting on your 
shoulder," said Mike. He demonstrated how tame 
Love is by laying him upside down in the palm of his 
hand and stroking Love's breast. "Now what other 
bird do you know that will do that?" Mike asked. 

Sulfur-crested cockatee!s come from Australia or 
the surrounding islands, Mike explained. Before they 
can enter the United States they must pass through 
quarantine, which lasts 90 days. If the birds have iiny 

major diseases they will die during this time. They are 
fed and given water that contains tetracyline to help 
fight any diseases, Mike said. 

Birds often come out of quarantine in ragged shape. 
Because officials have so many birds to take care of, 
the birds are not given the individual care and atten
tion they need, Mike explained. 

Cockateels are delicate animals and if they are kept 
in a drafty room they will often catch cold and die 
overnight. Despite the rough conditions of quarantine 
and the cockatee!s' sensitive nature, they can live from 
80 to !00 years with good care and good feed, Mike 
said. A healthy cockateel will sell for $3,000. 

One of the problems with breeding is that the more 
domesticated they become, the less likely they are to 
mate. A prime example of this is Love, who despite 
being paired with a female for five years, the usual 
mating time, has had no offspring. ''They are just 
friends,'' said Mike when asked about Love and his 
partner. 

· Cockateels dig out a rotten tree for a nest in which 
the female lays five eggs. The eggs hatch in 21 to 22 
days. The Rid!ens simulate a nesting place with a 
wooden breeding hox. Similarto a bird feeder, the box 
has a hole in front for easy entry and a perch. A 

Beat box and raP.. 

Students beat hasty 
retreat before rapping 
By LYNELLE W ARn----------

i do.n't know about you, but waiting 45 minutes to 
see two guys with a story to tell ...... beat box and rap 
..... is not what l call an ideal way to spend my student 

hour. 
The rap performance sponsored by the Student 

Activities Board, was held in the Student Center at 
College of the Mainland Feb. l 7. 

At first l was eager to see this performance, hut after 
30 minutes of watching the clock and trying to keep my 
hunger under control, I began to think l was wasting 
my time. 

As I was about to give up, they arrived. Most of the 
crowd was not as patient as l, so the Student Center 
was cleared of the crowd. 

The scheduled performance was a mini demonstra
tion of beat box and rap. Squeaky G, is the beat box, 
and R. M. is the rapper. 

The two gave a short demonstration. Because they 
were so late, they had only 15 minutes to perform. The 

ree er sh· ws irds t stude ts 

Mike Redlin hefts his emu while Jim Clawson and Kim Sandberg look on. (Photo by Ji:m Higgin.'!) 

slide-out bottom gives easy access to the eggs. and 
allows for cleaning and taking care of any problems 
that may arise. 

Cockteels do not bring much profit, in spite of their 
high reproducing success rate. They cost too much to 
feed and require too much attention to make raising 
them profitable. When cockateels first became popu- . 
lar, pet stores were selling them for $60, but Mike was 
selling them for only $35. "Now that everybody and 
their uncle has one, the pet stores sell them for $35 and 
we sell them for $15," he said. 

Another guest was a young emu. Emus belong to the 
ostrich family. but arc smaller. We, however. do not 
raise ostriches because they have a powerful kick and it 
can be lethal. Mike said. When asked about ostriches 
burying their heads in the sand, Mike replied, "lt is a 

myth." 
Someone from the audience asked if emus are as 

two began with a series of rap songs all of which were 
their originals. They ended the performance with a 
little raegae type rap. 

I was a bit disappointed by their routine. It was not 
worth the wait. Due to the lack of time, their perfor
mance seemed rushed and a bit ad-libbed. Maybe with 
more time and practice, they might be better the next 
time around. 

dumb as chickens. "They are pretty dang dumb." Mike 

said. 
He explained that when mature emus will have a 

blue neck. "It wm look like the Loch Nest Monster 
with a feather rug draped over it," Mike said. A mature 
emu is capable of running 35 - 40 miles an hour. 

An emu egg is dark green with a thick shell to ensure 
survival. Emus lay eggs every three days. A female will 
lay her eggs in a circle. The inside ones am fertile and 
the outside ones are infertile. The.female will sit only 
on the ones in the middle, the fertile ones. 

Along with their vast knowledge of the animals they 
raise, the Ridlens must maintain a healthy environ
ment. A county health inspector makes regular visits, 
Mike said. We are subject to inspections and licensing 
fees and fines just as anyone else might be. 

The Rid!ens sell their animals to individuals as well 
as to zoos, 

Art activities planned 
By ANNA Z. BICHTA----------

College of t-he Mainland Art Gallery under. the 
direction of Stella Dobbins, is preparing its annual Art 
Show. The show, which will consist of the multi-media 
works done by the COM art students, can be seen from 
April 2 through May 15. 

Dobbins also plans a special reception for COM 
students and faculty in conjuction with the Art Festi
val which opens the same day. The reception will 
provide refreshments as well as musical entertainment· 
from 4 to 6 p.m. 

The fifth annual Art Festival is a one-day activity 
sponsored by the COM chapter of the Art Associa
tion. Art works by members of the association will be 
on sale. A percentage of the sales will go to the 
association. 

Both Dobbins and Art Association President Fred 
Hults would like to see more student participation in 
the art projects. Dobbins said the Art Festival "is an 
opportunity to purchase good art for reasonable prices 
and support the college.'' 



Strange Love 

Band's performance expresses 
By DANA D. GIBSON---------

Strange Love, a band that did not slaughter songs 
like others have done, played the College of the Main
land Student Center Feb. IO. To my surprise their 
harmony and professionalism won the audience over. 

"Strange Love describes the love between a musi
cian and his art. It is hard to pay dues when the course 
is unsure," said Morgan Bouldin, manager and lead 
singer of Strange Love. Bouldin also said that the band 
celebrated its first anniversary the day they played at 
COM. 

How did the band .achieve such a polished look in 
su~h a short time? "We used to be backup singers for 
the Temptations," said Bouldin. As if that is not 
impressive enough, I also learned that the band has 
toured Singapore, Japan and Europe. And to top it all 
off, "I Can't Wait Another Minute, "was released from 
TSOT records at the end of February. 

Members of the audience were impressed with 
Strange Love's performance and showed their enthu
siasm by clapping after each and every song. COM 
student Rebecca Bruey said they are one of the better 
bands I have heard in the Student Center this year. 

And I agree! 

vocal; and James Chaney, background vocals; add 
their talents to Bouldin's singing to complete the 
group. 

Like many other bands, Strange Love got its start 
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love for music 
locally. The band began playing the club circuit at the 
Front Door Club in La Marque. 

When Strange Love is not on tour, the band can be 
found at the Blue lee Club in Houston every Sunday. 

Band members Lance Clemons, base; Gary Owens, 
drums; Paul Chevavlier, lead guitar; Patrice Julivert, 

Strange Love performs Top 40 hits during College Hour Feb. 10. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Jubilant p_arades highlight 'fat' Tuesday_ 

Mardi Gras -provides week off estivities and fun 
- . 

By TAMMIE HARNESS ---------

From the elaborate balls and royal coronations to 
the jubilant parades filled with colorful beads and 
coins, Mardi Gras offers everyone a week offestivitie; 
and uncensored fun. What does all the celebration 
mean? 

According to the Word Book Encyclopedia, Mardi 
Gras is a custom in many Roman Catholic countries 
and other communities which is celebrated with 
parades and other festivities. 

This celebration is known as Carnival, meaning "to 
remove meat." The celebration is a culmination of 
New Orleans, and other southern cities' social season 
which begins on Jan. 6, or Twelfth Night, and ends on 
Shrove Tuesday, the day before Lent. Mardi Gras 
takes place at the end of this long Carnival season. 

The words "Mardi Gras" comes from the French 
term meaning fat Tuesday. This term came from the 
custom of parading a fat ox through the streets of 
Paris on Shrove Tuesday. 

Float rider throws beads to crowd at Mardi Gras parade in New Orleans, La. (Photo by Christian McDonald) 

The Twelfth Night, or Epiphany, commemorates 
the manifestation of Christ to the Magi. The Magi 

were the wisemen of the Medes and Persians who 
traveled far to find their newborn King, following the 
star of Bethlehem. They traveled by night and slept by 
day since their guide was the star. Because it was such a 
long trip, they didn't get there until the 12th night after 
the baby (Jesus Christ) was born. The church cele
brates Twelfth Night - with fasting and pray.er. 

From Twelfth Night through Shrove Tuesday, peo
ple celebrate with feasts, parties and parades. The next 
night, Ash Wednesday, a period of fasting begins 
which lasts until Easter. 

French colonists introduced Mardi Gras into Amer
ica in I 776, but it wasn't until 1867 that the celebration 
took place in Galveston. Since then, Galveston's cele
bration of Mardi Gras has stopped and started several 

times. 

The Twelfth Night' Revelers are one of the most 
exclusive Carnival organizations, according to New 
Orleans Holiday by Eleanor Early. They choose their 
Queen in a ceremony that goes back to an Epiphany 
Eve in J 870 when the "Bean King" cut a frosted cake at 
the ball and distributed slices to the ladies. In several of 
the slices there were silver beans and in one slice there 
was a golden bean. The King said that the girl who had 
the gold bean should be Queen of the ball, and those 
who had silver beans should be their Maids. 

I 

Societies known as Krews organize and pay for the 
parades and other festivities. The best know Krews are 
Comus and Rex. Comus is the God of Joy and Mirth. 
Rex is the King of the Carnival and is the Lord of 
Misrule. Rex is the only one who parades unmasked. 

Mardi Gras celebration goes bad to an ancient 
Roman custom of merrymaking, before a period of 
fast. In England it is refered to as Pancake Day. 

, ... • 
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What's happening 
• zne rt co se 

College of the Mainland's Division of Arts and 
Humanities is offering an Introduction to Fine Arts 
course which includes professional art performances 
open to public. The program is taught by the COM Art 
Gallery Director Stella Dobbins and for the past seven 
years has been funded by the Thetrull Foundation. 

The performances take place every Thursday at 6 
p.m. in Room F-117 in the Fine Arts Building. Future 

guests include Sophia Gilmson, pianist; poet Brett 
Jarrett; and ceramist Judy Blossman. 

Computer lab 
The Multidisciplinary Computer Laboratory offers 

a free, short word processing course on the IBM and 
the Apple Ile personal computers using Bank Street 
Writer software. 

Student activities calendar 
By BEBE USING 

There are no classes from 12:30-
1 :30 on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Come to the Student Center and 

enjoy the performers and speciaJ 
events. Weather permitting, activities 
will be held outside. For more 
information contact Maryann Urick 
at 938-1211 ext. 418. 

College Hour Specials, Events and Sports, .. 

Dates Acd".ity 

Thursday, March 26 ... , , ....•..•.. Women in Support will discuss 'Single Parenting' at 
12:30 in SC-217. 

Friday, March 27 ..•......•....•... The Environmental Committee will meet at 2 p.m. in 
Room A~t48 to discuss the Navy Homeporting Fed~ 
eral Environmental Impact Statement and hear a 
presentation about the hazardous waste incinerator 
proposal. The meeting is open to everyone. Please 
c<>ntact Bebe Lising, 409~948-4403, or Renate True 
(sponsor) ext.33 t for more information. 

Monday, March 30 ...••.... •• • ._. .. The first session of the foot Reflexqlogy Workshop 
wHi be 7-8:30 p.m. in Room P-112. The cost is $8 a 
person. 

Tuesday, March 31 ..•...•..•.•••.• Hypnotist Ken Whitener will give a preview at 12:30 
p.m. of his evening performance at 7:30 p.m. in the 
L .. 131 auditorium. · · · · ·· · · 

Tuesday, Marcb 31 ......•... , ...•. The Basketball Shootout will begin at 6 p.m. in the 
gym. Cost is $3 a person. 

Thursday, April 2 ..........•..••... The Students vs. Employees Softball Game starts at 
12:30 p.m. Interested players meet on the field. 

Tuesday, April 7 ................... Middle East Peace: A Jewish Perspective will be 
presented by Rabbi Martin Levy in the L-131 audit
orium from 12:30-1;30 p.m. 

Wednesday April 8 .. , .•.• · .......... The Gulf Coast lnterc~llegiate Competition'•sports 
Day at North Harris County College includes soft
ball, tennis, volleyball and more. 

Tuesday, April 14 .....•........•... The Lip Sync Contest ain be entered by persons or 
groups who imitate someone famous. Prizes will be 
awarded. 

Tuesday, April 21 ....•.........•... The Spring Anything Goes Fest features fun games 
for teams of four people to play. 

Friday, April 24 ...••..•...•..•..•. The Environmental Committee will meet at 2 p.m. in: 
Room A-148 to discuss the Environmental Co1;1,lition 
General Assembly report on the Future of the Gal
veston 8:Ay. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

Sunday, April 26 .....•............ COM Spring Musical-a fund-raising dinner-will 
be held at 3 p.m. 'in the Student Center. 

Monday. April 27 ..•.............•• The Frisbee Golf Tourney will begin at 6 p.m. for $3 
a person. 

Tuesday, April 28 .....••.........•. Variety in Motion consists of a male and female 
couple juggling, unicycling, fire-eating and who 
knows what else. 

After the course you will be able to create and revise 
your own text. All you need is a disk that can be 
purchased at the bookstore. 

You may walk in or make a reservation up to 48 
hours in advance. 

The M CL is located in Room T-320 of the Technical
Vocational Building. 

MCL hours are Monday through Thursday 8 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Paper Drive 
The collection truck for newspapers to insulate the 

needy will be parked by the duck pond at College of 
the Mainland from Friday to Monday, April 10-13. 

Author 
Continued from Page 1----------

mu.nicate "sole-to-sole" instead of by words because 
"words can turn on you." 

At the evening meeting, Dr. Richardson introduced 
ideas of narrative writing and narrative selves. The 
story comes before reality with the text actually creat
ing reality, he said. An important aspect of writing, 
which Dr. Richardson has found, is that the narrator 
doesn't have a narrative without a reader. I am not 
writing for some internal reasons, Dr. Richardson 
explained, I am writing the stories to be read by others. 

Asked when he began to write fiction, Dr. Richard
son responsed that his fiction writing began in college. 
COM faculty responded with laughter to Dr. Richard
son's comment, "All you write in college is fiction." 

Dr. Richardson also visited three English classes 
where he discussed his short stories. The students were 
especially interested to find out if the plots and the 
characters in his stories are real. The speaker re
sponded that a story is reality because each story exists 
on its own. As a writer you are dedicated to the reality 
of the story, Dr. Richardson said, but other people 
want to reshape the story. 

The guest also said that writing is a magical process. 
The action and characters take shape as the story 
progresses, but finishing the product takes a lot longer 
than one night. Dr. Richardson begins to write by 
creating a short fragment of a plot in his mind. He then 
starts researching people and other available sources 
and collecting ideas. 

In his stories, Dr. Richardson deals with the rela
tionships between different races and cultures, things 
that he deals with in his anthropology studies. "I am 
very serious about my fiction," concluded Dr. Richard
son. 

TNSA 
Continued from Page I----------
expect from the nursing profession. He also wants 
more information about nursing distributed at the 
high school level. 

ln the past COM nursing students have been segre
gated from the rest of the college. Field wants to 
change that by getting nursing students more involved 
in school activities. 

As part of his presidential duties, Field attended a 
two-week convention in Dallas. He expressed his opin
ions on needed changes for nursing students and found 
out what others in Texas are thinking. 

Field believes nurses should continue their educa
tion because the medical field changes everyday. For 
himself Field sees continuing education as a must. He 
also sees himself as a pioneer in male nursing and 
eventually wants to write a book. 

This summer Field h.as an orientation planned for 
pre-nursing students which he hopes will give the stu
dents as idea of what to expect. 
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20th anniversary_ 

Teacher, student recall COM's history 
By ANNA Z. BICHTA---------

This year marks the 20th anniversary of the exist
ence of the College of the Mainland. The official 
celebration is yet to come, but we may begin to reflect 
upon the history and the unique character of this 
school. 

The college first opened in September 1967 with Dr. 
Herbert F. Stalworth as president. The facilities were 
poor; COM actually started out in the former Booker 
T. Washington Elementary School building with the 
permanent facilities yet to be completed. But the spirit 
and goals of the institution were high and ambitious. 

The COM Administration Building's memorial plaque becomes the center of attention for President Larry Stanley, 
InterCOM editors Dana D. Gibson and Anna Z. Bichta, and parent Laverne Dudley. 

(Photo by jan Cannaday Wilson) 

Rabbi speaks on Middle East 
By LYNELLE WARD---------

The Middle East for as long as I can remember has 
been the focus of much turmoil. Terriorism, guerrilla 
warfare and bombings have continued through the 
centuries. Most leaders of the world have striven to 
achieve peace on earth. 

College of the Mainland recently hosted a speaker 
from the Jewish Chatauqua Society which has its 
headquarters in New York City. It is an educational 
organization which provides lectures on a wide range 
of topics. The organization se~t Rabbi Martin W. 
Levy to speak on the Jewish perspective of Middle 
East peace. 

Rabbi Levy came from Amarillo two years ago to 
serve Temple B'nai Israel in Galveston. He was 
ordained in New York City and received his bachelor 
of arts degree from Amherst College in Massachusetts. 
He also attended Hebrew Union College in Teaneck, 
N.J. 

Rabbi Levy has received many awards such as the 
Jacob Rubin Prize, the Benjamin Borowitz Memorial 
Award in Jewish Religious Thought and many scholar
ships. 

Rabbi Levy's perspective on the Middle East differs 
from the views of Texans. He believes their views of 
the Middle East are "tainted" as compared to the rest 
of the United States. "Tilting and propaganda in the 

news has been great (in Texas) since 1982," he says. 
Rabbi Levy also believes there are pragmatists and 

fatalists. He sees himself as a pragmatist in the search 
of eventual world peace. 

He believes the world powers, the United States and 
the Soviet Union, should work for peace now, because 
during 1988 the U.S. president and the rest of the 
nation will be too busy with the presidential election. 

Rabbi Levy believes there is no reason to worry 
about a world war. He says that because of the internal 
problems the countries are now experiencing, they 
have no time nor do they want a world war. 

Middle East countries, according to Rabbi Levy, 
are having internal wars and invasions and therefore 
their economic conditions won't allow for participa
tion in a world war. 

Syria has been fighting a war in Beirut and as a 
result is suffering a great economic crisis. Israel is also 
having problems because in 1982 they sent troops into 
Lebanon to fight the Palestine Liberation Organi
zation (PLO) and suffered great losses. Syria will not 
attempt to get involved with Israel because of their 
economic status, Rabbi Levy says. 

Other countries, such as Iran and Iraq, are also 
having their problems. They have been at war for the 
past seven years. The Soviet Union does not get 

As President Stalworth wrote in The News Citizen 
newspaper in 1967, "The College of the Mainland aims 
to be one of the very best public junior colleges in the 
country." 

There were many other goals, those closer to the 
community's needs and interests. COM not only 
offered good education, but offered it to everyone 
-young and old, black and white. The students had a 
choice of academic courses as well as vocational and 
adult education. 

To find out more about the school's beginnings, I 
talked with two people - a teacher and a former 
student - who have been at COM since 1967. 

Larry Smith has been a history teacher at the college 
for 20 years. He remembers COM's beginnings as 
exciting times, the '60's - times of freedom of 
education, social progress and bold questioning of 
established things. 

Smith said he remembers the COM staff as very 
small, but young, idealistic and enthusiastic. The 
community shared that enthusiasm. Black leadership, 
for example, put a great effort to open the school as a 
"comfortable place for everyone." President 
Stalworth and the board of trustees c!lso were helpful 
and encouraged the COM faculty to be innovative and 
different in their educational approach. 

"We had a keen awareness to be a progressive force 
in the community." 

One of Smith's outstanding memories of the first 
year at COM is memorial service held for Martin 
Luther King Jr. after he was shot in April 1968. That 
was a great emotional moment for everyone present. 
The school has tried to not only provide the commun-

See Teacher Page 8 

Rabbi Martin W. Levy 

involved, in th~se wars because destroying a country 
could hurt their spread of communisim. 

Rabbi Levy stated that the United States has a good 
ally in Israel. He stated the Israelies have given us 
much help in our economy by helping us improve our 
agricultural products and by_developing advanced war 

See Rabbi Page 8 
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Bright sunny skies draw out students and smiles during College Hour as spring ushers in thermal days of the 
semester. (Photo by Jan Cannaday Wilson) 

'Garbage Pail Kids' offensive 
By Bebe Lising--------------

Those disgusting 'Garbage Pail Kids' may be useful 
in teaching our children, with a few major changes. 
The cards illustrating a cartoon character bleeding 
from the back after sticking a sword down his throat, 
or the baby hanging upside down on a meat hook with 
some ham hocks and other such garbage really ought 
to be trashed. We have enough problems with suicide 
in our young people. Their education is very delicate. 

If the manufacturer had some cartoons of GPK's 
digging a track for their toy cars and getting all cut up 
with broken glass being in the soil, that, to me, makes 
sense. I have actually had that experience, only I was 
planting seeds, not a race track. 

Or, the American Lung Association would approve 
of a GPK card showing someone with grungied up 
teeth and black lungs from smoking cigarettes. 

Even an illustration of kids swimming in water with 
all kinds . of contamination floating around is more 
true to life than most of those perverse cards. 

If you have never seen these little gems, ask about 
them in the store. When you get the manufacturer's 
address, write them with a few examples of your own 
to teach kids about some of the real garbage we need to 
correct. As long as the cards are on the market, we 
might as well use them to counter, for example, 
increased spending by the tobacco industry on ad
vertising targeted at young people. 

Students wallop f acuity softball team 
By CHRISTIAN McDONALD------

Hey batta, batta, batta ... heh batta ... ssswing! And 
the ball flies towards left field. It's going ... going ... 
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going, it's outta there! Home run! 

Softball, such a wonderful sport. The crack of the 
ball against the bat, the tlirill of sliding into home plate 
for the winning run. Ahhh. 

But it was good that we were playing for fun at the 
· Student vs. Employee/ Faculty softball game on April 
2. The student turnout was great for this event. Too 
bad it wasn't the same for the faculty. 

Since there were too many students to play just one 
game, we were split into four teams to play two games. 
One game consisted of the Sports Day (student) team 
against a faculty/ student mix, and the other was just 
mixed. 

I had the pleasure of playing on the faculty team 
against the Sports Day team. Since I was first to bat, 
first to score (barely) and the rest of our team looked 
pretty hot, I didn't think we would have a problem 
with this Sport~ay team. 

But you see, I was first to make an error too, but not 
the last. 

At least I'm happy to say (I think) that our Sports 
Day team is pretty good. They walloped us 9 to 2. But 
that's OK. It was all in good fun. Right? 

Reporter turns 
into April fool 
By LYNELLE WARu----------

lt was a bright, early morning and I was on my way 
to school with a few friends. As usual, I was talking 
and trying to read last night's lesson at the same time. 
About a mile from the school the driver slowed down 
and the engine began to make all sorts of funny noises. 

"Oh no, not again!" the driver cried . We all looked 
at one another and figured that we would be at this 
spot for a while. 

My friend then asked me to get out to see if I could 
find something wrong under the hood. I got out and 
raised the hood and peered at the engine. Suddenly I 
heard everyone chuckling. Then someone yelled 
"April Fool!" 

Each year this happens. You've probably fallen prey 
to such jokes, or maybe you've been the doer of such 
deeds. Men, women and children play absurd but 
usually harmless jokes on others this day, and the 
victim is called an April Fool. · 

April Fool's Day began in France after the adoption 
of a reformed calendar by Charles IX in 1564. France 
was the first nation to adopt this calendar. Up to that 
time the new year celebration began March 21 and 
ended April 1. 

When New Year's Day was changed to Jan. I, some 
people still celebrated it on April 1. These people 
became known as April Fools. The custom of April 
fooling became popular in France and spread across 
the world. 

So thanks to the French, each year I fall prey to the 
pranks of my friends, or, if I am lucky, they fall prey to 
mine. 

VICA winners 

COM students will 
compete n~tionally 
By DORRAINE THUMANN------
Special Correspondent 

Three of seven College of the Mainland students 
who competed in VICA (Vocational Industrial Clubs 
of America) state competition in Waco, April IO and 
11 , will compete at the National VICA Competition. 
Mike Nelson, Dorraine Thumann and Sheryl 
Andreason will t~avel to Wichita, Kan. for the 
competition set for June 21-27. 

Nelson of Hitchcock won first place in both 
Machine Drafting Skills Test and the Machine 
Drafting Technical Information Test. This is the 
fourth consecutive year that Nelson has earned this 
title. 

Thumann of Santa Fe won first place in both Archi
tectural Drafting Technical Information Tests and 
Job Interview Leadership Skills Test. Thumann is vice 
president of the local VICA chapter at COM. 

Andreason of Texas City won first place in the 
Industrial Electronics Skills Test and second place in 
the Industrial Electronics Technical Information Test. 
This is the first year that COM electronics stud:ents 
participated in VICA competition. 

The othe·r students who competed at the state com
petition were Ramon Jaramillo and Scott Tanner in 
Industrial Electronics, Cheryl Caldwell in Machine 
Drafting, and Doug Mitchell in Welding Technology. 



Editor's COM 
years happy 

Dana D. 

Gibson 

I admit, as I look back on my senior year in high 
school and the need to select a college, that I did not 
want to come to College of the Mainland. 

Like most students I had the impression that COM 
was just another small-town college. I felt that COM 
was just not the college for me. Because I had been told 
that COM did not have a good academic reputation I 
did not want to waste my time or money there. I really 
wanted to go to a university. The idea ofliving at home 
while going to college made me even more resistant to 
COM . 

But after comparing the costs of going to a univer
sity for my first two years or going to COM for two 
years, I decided to give it a try, because I did not have 
adequate funds. 

My first semester at COM was a culture shock. Even 
though COM consists of only five buildings, this 
seemed enormous compared to my one-building high 
school. But it was not only the size of the campus that 
bothered me, it was the lack of regulations which had 
enabled me to make it through the day in high school. 

After spending 12 years in a public school system, I 
was used to asking permission for my every move. I 
found it odd that I could walk out of class for whatever 
reason and return without penalty. I kept waiting for a 
bell to tell me when to change classes. I also found it 
odd that students could wear shorts or sandals to class 
without criticism. All of these rules were missing from 
my school day, but I found that I loved the freedom. 

Another surprise was the faculty at COM. I could 
tell that they liked their jobs. Both faculty and staff 
were helpful and courteous - I was amazed. I could 
ask a professor a question and he would take time to 
fully explain it until I understood it. It was astounding. 

In my high school teachers did not have this atti
tude. The most common answer I received to my ques
tions was "It's in the book." 

Now two years later my opinion of COM has 
changed radically. If there is such a thing as an ivy 
league of junior colleges, I would place College of the 
Mainland at the top. 

I am proud to be editor for the April issue of Inter
COM and hope the paper will continue to grow and 
contribute to the favorable image of COM. 

Foreigner looks at 
American Holidays 
By ANNA Z. BICHTA 

How do I know that another holiday approaches? 
Well, I know because my mailbox is being trashed by 
holiday sales flyers full of specials on Easter outfits 
and my favorite soap opera is being interrupted by 
rabbits jumping around chocolate eggs. All this makes 
me wonder, why is America so obsessed with the 
commercialization of its holidays whether religious or 
secular? Actually all holidays have become secular in 
nature. 

I realize that the media and merchants are responsi
ble for the holiday hype, but why do we have to follow 
them? We seem to approve of the commercializatioa 
by buying as many Christmas tree decorations and 
dyed little chicks as our credit card limit allows. 

I truly believe that people need to abandon the 
superficial ideas that the media have fed into our 
society and look at holidays fr~m a different perspec
tive. Because I grew up in a foreign country, l am 
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Student artist Melody Cornwell describes her exhibited painting to admirer Anna Z. Bichta in the fine arts 
gallery. (Photo by Jan Cannaday Wilson) 
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aware of the fact that the United States is the only 
country that associates holidays with gifts and new 
wardrobes. American Christians are caught up in the 
commericialization of holidays. 

As if we didn't have enough holidays, greeting card 
companies and the 0oral industry are now con;iing,up 
with such celebrations as "Secretary's Day," "Boss' 

bq,ant fc:>r I feerit would not do any good. T~. 
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Day" and "Mother-in-law Day." They are trying to 
feed their pockets even more by taking advantage of 
our weakness for holidays. 

Even though Easter is now over, next year, before 
you buy a basket full of chocolate candy for your child, 
stop yourself and explain to that 5-year-old what the 
holiday is really about. 
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Sidewinder 
By ANNA Z. BICHTA---------

By now, most College of the Mainland students 
know about the lnterCOM newspaper. Few people, 
however, realize that COM has another publication 
called Sidewinder. 

Sidewinder, a literary magazine published twice a 
year, includes both fictional prose and poetry. The 
magazine is published by the Department of Arts and 
Humanities. 

COM first began to publish a literary magazine in 
the late I 970's, when according to Thomas Carter, one 
of Sidewinder's editors, "a small press phenomenon" 
developed. The first issue, known as Poetry, Texas 
included poetry by some well-known writers which 
resulted in great publicity and circulation. The 
magazine was followed by another publication called 
Fiction, Texas. 

In 1982, COM published the first issue of 
Sidewinder, a combination of the previous magazines. 
So far, Sidewinder hasn't gained the popularity of 
Poetry, Texas, but, according to Brent Jarrett, the 
editor in chief, "It's not our interest to be well-known." 
.Jarrett explained that the magazine is very time 
consuming and is managed exclusively by five full
time COM professors. Because of their other com
mitments, it sometimes is difficult to publish the 
magazine on time. 

Lack of publicity is another problem. Jarrett said 
that the only way the magazine solicits material is 
through "word of mouth" which then hopefully is 
followed by a chain reaction of response. Even tho!lgh 
Sidewinder has received fiction from foreign coun
trie~, it is hard sometimes to accumulate enough 
quality material. 

Jarrett came up with the name Sidewinder because 
it represents the imagery of Texas. A sidewinder 
according to the New World Dictionary, is a small 
desert rattlesnake of the southwest United States that 
moves over shifting sand by looping its body sideways. 

According to Jarrett, the magazine is primarily 
looking for works related to Texas and the Southwest. 
We are looking for high-quality works from and about 
everywhere, but "our ears are more sensitive" to 
Southern writing. 

Poetry editor Jo Ann Pevoto, however, is interested 
in poetry with symbolism, message and imagery in 
which all elements work well together. To her the 
theme is not as important. "Poems should be," Pevoto 

bitten by lack-of support 

COM Sidewinder editors, seated from left, are Jim Finley, Jo Ann Peveto and Brent Jarrett. Standing, Thomas 
Carter and Brenda Brown. (Photo by Jan Cannaday Wilson) 

said. While Jarrett prefers the works of professionals, 
Pevoto woul4 like to publish some poems written by 
COM students. 

Both Jarrett and Pevoto stressed that all five editors 
work closely together in choosing the stories and 
poems. They meet on Fridays and read the submitted 
works to each other and discuss them. 

The other editors are Brenda R. Brown and Jim 
Finley, the only editor who is not an English teacher 
(he teaches political science at COM). Finley said he 
became interested in the magazine after taking 
Jarrett's creative writing class. "I am in love with 
words and the rhythm of words." -

The future of the magazine, however, is not very 
bright. Sidewinder has not only lost its office, but is 
also in the process of running out of money. Although 
the magazine received a grant from the National 

Endowment for the Arts last year, the remainder of the 
money will be used up by the next issue. Brown, one of 
the fiction editors hopes the magazine will get another 
grant soon. "We have to push this thing or lose i~,"sh.e 
said. 

Sidewinder achieved quite a success lately with the 
series of lectures given by Dr. Miles Richardson. Two 
of Richardson's short fiction stories were published in 
Sidewinder, and the publication was able to invite him 
to lecture at COM in March. Brown hopes to invite 
more famous writers after the good turn-out at 
Richardson's lectures. 

All the editors agree that the magazine needs more 
publicity to stay alive. The more publicity it gets, the 
more quality literary works Sidewinder will receive, 
thereby enabling it to remain the high-quality literary 
magazine it has been. 

Dentist may have answer to your aches, pains 
By TAMMIE HARNESS--------

Are you one of those unlucky people who suffers 
from one or more of the following: migraine 
headaches; neck, shoulder and backaches; popping or 
grindingjaw joints; sinus-like face aches; ringing of the 
ears; dizziness and light headedness; or numbness of 
the fingers? If you have any of these discomforts, you 
may have ~ymptoms of Temporal Mandibular Joint 
Syndrome (TMJ). 

For over a year I was living a life full of migraine
type headaches. I was always tired because I couldn't 
even sleep at night because of the headaches. (This can 
cause troubles if you are trying to carry on a 
relationship, work, or socialize!) 

Thinking at first my headaches were caused by sinus 
troubles, I went to my family physician. Just as I had 
suspected, the doctor said that it was either stress or 
sinus that was causing my headaches. He merely told 
me to take aspirin, but I already knew that aspirin 

didn't work. He charged $40 just to tell me to take 
aspirin. 

I'd been having the headaches for about eight 
months when I finally found out what was causing the 
pain. During my regular denial checkup, my dentist 
asked me if I' was having any of those previously 
mentioned symptoms. Of course my answer was yes. 
He ran some simple tests and found out that I have 
TMJ Syndrome. 

The temporal-mandibular joints are the pair of 
joints that connect the lower jaw to the skull. These 
joints are just in front of the ears and separated from 
the brain and the internal ear by only a thin layer of 
bone. 

It is estimated th!t 38 percent of all impulses that go 
to the brain pass near this joint area. It's not so 
surprisipg that when something is wrong with this 
joint it can c~use numerous discomforts throughout 
the body. 

The treatment for this syndrome is simple if it is 
treated at an early stage. Luckily I was diagnosed 
early. At night I have to wear a night guard that is 
much like an orthodontic retainer. 

If treatment is not started while the sufferer is still 
young, surgery may be necessary. These joints become 
worn through talking and eating because the joints rub 
together. 

Most people are diagnosed with this syndrome 
between the ages of 20 to 50. It is estimated that 65 
million Americans suffer from this syndrome. Unfor
tunately, since it is a fairly new discovery, many 
dentists are unfamiliar with TMJ. 

Now that I wear the retainer at night, I am glad to 
say that my headaches are gone. It's great to be living 
again without pain. 

If you or someone you know suffers from any of 
these symptoms, alert your dentist to the possibility of 
TMJ syndrome. 
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CLEP offers academic ·credits for students 
By MICHAEL MURPHY---------

So you 're sitting in class, your mind wandering 
because you already know what the teacher is talking 
about. At- some time in your life, you've already 
covered everything in this class. You scribble in your 
book, your eyelids droop, or you stare into space. 
Your classmates think you have the IQ of a handball. 
Sound familiar? That was me in my freshman English 
class here at College of the Mainland. Finally, my 
instructor, Mrs. Jo Ann Pevoto, came to my rescue. 
"Why don't you CLEP out of this course, Michael?" 
she asked. "You seem to know this material, so why 
waste your time?" 

I took the College Level Examination Program 
(CLEP) tests and saved myself a semester of excru-

ciating boredom and tedium. By passing the CL P 
test, I was allowed to enter a sophomore level Engli h 
literature class, which is infinitely more challenging 
and interesting. 

What exactly are the CLEP tests? 
The program was originally developed to aid the 

GI's returning from World War II who had their 
educations interrupted by the war. The tests allowed 
them to ease back into the academic mainstream, and 
gave them credit for things they learned in the military. 

There are five general areas of study covered by the 
CLEP tests. They are social sciences and history, 
natural science, math, humanities, and English. A 
student can earn college credit from more than 2,000 
colleges and universities, with certain predetermined 
scores, called cut scores, being designated to represent 

A's, B's and C's. These are recommended scores, with 
each school using them to establish their own cut 
scores, which may vary slightly from school to school. 

"The CLEP tests are important because they save 
the student time and money, but also because they 
reward the student for his ·or her previous study 
experience," explained Roy Walker, chief examiner 
and counselor at Mainland Counseling and Appraisal 
Center. "Many ~tudents benefit from the academic 
boost they receive, even more so than from the time 
and financi~l considerations. It keeps them excited 
and interested in school." 

I, for one, would have to agree. If you are interested 
in finding out more about the CLEP tests, contact the 
Counseling and Appraisal Center at ext. 324. It's 
worth the effort. 

Technical difficulties create problems for band 
By CHRISTIAN McDONALD -------

"Due to technical difficulty ... " seemed to be the 
phrase of the day at the March 24 Student Hour 
special. 

New wave band The Keep, consisting of Roland 
Rojas, David K. and College of the Mainland student 
Kevin Anthony, desperately tried to entertain the 
decent-sized outside crowd , but the only thing that 
seemed to cooperate was the weather. 

First the group started late. Then the sound was not 
mixed right. Then the keyboards went out. Then the 
guitars went out of tune. Then ... the only thing that did 
not seem to go wrong was the programmed drums on 
tape. It was a shame that this otherwise good band had 
so many problems. 

Obviously irritated, lead singer Anthony kept bis 
composure well and proved his musical ability by play
ing improv on guitar when the keyboards went out . 
One of the things I liked most about this band is its 
versatility. Band members exchanged instruments, a 
feature that adds a flavor of difference to the band. I 
also liked the fact that all members of the band sing, 
but I'm glad that Anthony did most of the singing. 

The Keep played cover songs from The Psychedelic 

The Keep, from left, Kevin Anthony, Roland Rojas and David K. 

Furs, INXS, The Cult and two songs from the movie 
soundtrack, Some Kind of Wonderful. The rest of the 
gig consisted of suprisingly good originals, such as 
"Inspiration," "Take a Look," and "Time to Begin." I 
hope to see these titles on vinyl some day. 

The Keep, who are based in Galveston, have played 

at the Club Mardi Gras in Santa Fe and will be the 
opening act for the King Pins in Santa Cruz, Calif. 

The Keep's original tunes really impressed me. They 
were intricate enough to sound professional. I think 
this band shows promise and I hope to see them again 
when all the bugs are worked out. 

Therapist suggests alternative to drug·, alcohol abuse• 
By JAN CANNADAY WILSON ------

Are you a ware th'at two-thirds of today's women use 
alcohol? Or that one-fourth of all deaths among 
women are related to smoking? Or this shocker, two
thirds of the legal mind-altering drugs prescribed are 
for women? 

Therapist Jeanne M. Roy of the Family Service 
Center in Texas City recently disclosed some of these 
alarming statistics. Roy's disclosures are thought 
provoking indeed. 

Roy cited drugs , alcohol and tobacco as the top 
offenders to women's physical well-being. 

As women move into the roles of breadwinners, 
single parents, or supplemental-income earners, they 
become prey to the stress that once was male-dominated. 
To find relief, women often turn to the wrong sources. 
As they sweat over next month's rent, or cram for that 
final exam, they find it more and more difficult not to 
reach for a Valium or two. A good stiff drink sounds 
wonderful, and the ashtray is already overflowing. 

Nicotine is the most addictive substance on earth
IO times that of cocaine. Its gruesome rewards include 
lung cancer, emphysema, high blood pressure and 
heart disease. A woman who is on the pill multiplies 
her risk for heart disease IO times. If she's pregnant, 
expect a smaller, less healthy baby who also is 
addicted. 

Alcohol, more socially acceptable, is no less subtle. 

Every ounce consumed destroys one million brain 
cells. None grow back to take their place- they are 
gone. Men who become addicted to alcohol can often 
drink 25 to 30 years before becoming severely debilita
ted. The addicted woman can become severely debilita
ted after only five short years. Because of the stigma 
society attaches to a woman who "over-consumes," 
women hide their problem. Many resort to suicide 
rather than risk exposure. 

The use of prescription drugs can become a night
mare when it becomes an addiction. Valium, a popular 
tranquilizer, can result in addiction in only four 
months if used regularly. Mood elevators, such as 
Elavil and Trilavil, commonly prescribed for depres
sion, are also dispensed widely. 

There are ways to reduce the risks incurred by the 
use of tobacco, drugs and alcohol. 

If you feel you must smoke, choose a cigarette brand 
that contains low amounts of tar and nicotine. Cut 
down on the number you smoke per day. Try to-give 
your lungs a rest as oftel). as you're able. 

If your doctor· prescribes a medication that you're 
not sure about, ask for an information leaflet that lists 
the drug's ingredients and possible side effects. If it 
contains undesirable or addictive substances, ask for a 
non-addictive substitute. 

If no leaflet is available, look the drug UJ\ in the 
Prescription Drug Reference (PDR) available at your 
pharmacy or any library. Ask your physician how long 

you are going to be on the drug. Be sure you know 
what side effects to expect if you plan to use alcohol 
while on the drug. Some combinations are deadly. 

If alcohol is your drug of choice, use caution. Its 
effects can be diminished somewhat by drinking milk 
first. Milk contains lactose (the same stuff used to 
make Elmer's glue) that will coat your stomach and 
digestive tract. The alcohol will not be absorbed so 
rapidly. 

If you feel that your drib king has become a problem 
for you, help is available through Alcoholics Anon
ymous. Women's meetings are available throughout 
this area. Call Intergroup at (713) 772-7214 for times 
and locations. 

It is possible to relieve stress by means other than 
drugs and alcohol. Bodies can produce their own 
chemicals for a "natural high." These chemicals, called 
endorphins, are manufactured in the brain and released 
during exercise. Runner's high is the result of endor
phin release. 

Not only runners experience this natural sense of 
well-being, any form of exercise will suffice. Practicing 
yoga, meditation, swimming,walking, biking or doing 
aerobics for 20 minutes a day, three days a week, will 
produce the same results. All body functions are 
strengthened and enhanced by exercise. Not only will 
you feel good, your entire body will benefit tremen
dously. The oppression of stress will begin to lose 
its power. 
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Dr. Spillar sympathizes with students' plight 
By TAMMIE HARNESS 

"I feel especially able to relate to College of the 
Mainland students," said Dr. Bill Spillar, chairman of 
Arts and Humanities. 

Spillar, like many COM students, found himself 

attending a nearby college because he had little money. 
Although Spinar had part-time jobs throughout college, 
he explained that most of his school expenses were 
paid through "hustling golf." No, he wasn't dancing on 
the golf course, but rather betting on who would win 
each golf game. He knew how to bet! 

Dr. B,ill Spillar is always willing to interrupt his work to help a student. 

Jarrett instructs with an open mind ••• 
By DANA D. GIBSON 

"The very fact that it's possible to go by the book can 
turn someone into a bad teacher," Brent Jarrett said. 
Jarrett, who has been teaching English at College of 
the Mainland since 1978, believes that it is the 
responsibility of the instructor, not the book, to teach 
the class. 

"When I use books I just kind of pick around in 
them," he said. "In my lectures I try to speak out of my 
heart and my own mind, instead of out of the book. A 
teacher ought to use the book as a reference not as a 
method," Jarrett explained. Anyone who has ever 
attended one of Jarrett's classes knows that he 
practices wh~t he preaches. 

Jarrett defines his method of teaching as free-lance. 
"I try to give a rough outline to my students," he said. 
"On certain days we will hear from certain students in 
the class and on other days, we deal with lecture 
material." Jarrett tries to avoid "being strictly 
scheduled so that we cannot make room for whatever 
inspires us at the moment. 

college to have a bunch of different people who do one 
thing in a variety of different ways so that people can 
study that one thing under whomever they wish. 
Personalities have a lot to do with how much you 
learn. Some people you just don't get on with," he said. 

Sometimes Jarrett is criticized, "but with good 
reason," he said. "If you don't teach by the book or in 
some other organized way, when someone tries to take 
your place, you leave that person (substitute teacher) 
in a state of chaos that would not be there otherwise if 
you were a book person." 

Students also criticize Jarrett from time to time. 
"It's easier to study from the book than to study free
lance. If they like a more orderly structure, then they 
ought to try someone else," he said. 

Jarrett received his bachelor's and master's degrees 
in English from Western Washington State College in 
Bellingham, Wash. He "bumped into work" at 
Louisiana State Uiliversity at Baton Rouge and 
remained there from 1974 to I 978. In I 978 Jarrett 
ventured to Houston, which was then a "boom town," 
but soon decided that he did not want to live there. He 
now lives in Galveston. 

Getting all his formal education in Texas, Spinar 
received his bachelor's degree in social science at La 
Mar University. Spillar continued his education at 
North Texas State University in Denton where he 
received his master's degree in counseling, and finished 
up with his doctorate in interdisciplinary education at 
Texas A & M University in Bryan. 

In 1970 Spinar was hired by COM asacounselor/co
ordinator in the Adult Basic Education Program. 
When offered the job of chairman of Arts and 
Humanities, Spillar jumped at the chance. "I wanted a 
position that would get me involved with more aspects 
of the college," he said. 

Being chairman keeps Spillar extremely busy. His 
job provides him with many areas of responsibility in 
the academic division. He oversees English, foreign 
language, philosophy, fine arts and journalism. And if 
that isn't enough, he also gives his extra time to a 
community services program in which senior citizens 
volunteer their time doing such things as secretarial 
jobs, counseling and various other activities. 

Spillar is the father of three. His twin girls, Kelley 
and Karen are seniors at La Marque High School. 
They also are taking a ceramics course and a fine arts 
course at COM. Tom, his oldest, is a full-time student 
at COM, and works in the post office on campus. 
Spillar believes that at COM his children can receive 
the same, if not a better education than at a major 
university. 

If you need to talk to someone about problems you 
may have with one of his departments, or you just need 
to talk to a good counselor, he would be glad to help 
you. 

Although it may take some tracking to find this busy 
man, his charming personality and warm sense of 
understanding make the hunt all the more worthwhile. 

Brent Jarrett believes in a loosely structured English 
program. 

"In class I try to talk about things that I do not 
understand. One reason is after teaching for many 
years I begin sounding like a parrot to myself," he said. 
"Another reason, I feel that there are things that I 
ought to know more about." Black Student Union is open to all races 

Jarrett wants his students to leave his class knowing 
the difference between "knowledge that does some
thing and knowledge that is something. The things 
that I know most about won't fix a car or make money 
and probably won't even make a better person out of 
you. Yet, for all of those things it won't do, it seems 
valuable to me," he said. 

"A lot of people don't like my method of teaching," 
he said. "They like to know exactly where they are and 
exactly where they're going. 

I think it's a good idea for any kind of university or 

By DANA D. GIBSON . 
"The purpose of the Black Student Union (BSU) is 

to promote a positive image of blacks," Patrice For
tenberry, president of Black Student Union, said. 

We hope to achieve this by practicing the theme of 
College of the Mainland - "Humanhood through 
Brotherhood," she said. 

We want to bring about a better understanding for 
those who don't understand black history 'and black 

culture: "A lot of times it is easier for someone to 
criticize than to try and understand," she added. 

Fortenberry, stresses the fact that BSU is not just for 
blacks. "Anyone can join," she said, "All they have to 
do is to come to our meetings." The meetings are held 
every Thursday at 12:30 in Room A-119. 

"We are not just a social club. We are planning a trip 
to see a musical and a tour of.Texas S,;mthern Unjver
sity in Houston," she said. ' 
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Kessler appreciates atmosphere at COM 

Walter Kessler is graphic artist at COM 

By MICHAEL MURPHY·--------

"Disney characters were all I drew when I was grow
ing up," remarked Walter Kessler, the graphic artist at 
College of the Mainland. "I liked the ease and the way 
he drew his characters. I tried to emulate his style, but 
it was so difficult to get the depth he acheived." 

Kessler was discussing some of his earliest artistic 
influences. His large, physically imposing stature is 
offset by a quick smile and a dry sense of humor. He is 
perched before a canvas, meticulously fleshing out a 
poster advertising the upcoming play, Little Shop of 
Horrors, which will be running at the College of the 
Mainland Community Theater in the near future. We 
discussed his career as he painted. 

After his graduation from Ball High School in Gal
veston, Kessler chanced into a job at the University of 
Texas Medical Branch in Galveston, where he worked 
for two years under the tutelage of Joe Padereski. "He 
was a genius, a master. He taught me everything I 
know about art. Padereski was a prosthesis sculptor 
under the direction of Dr. Truman Blocker, former 
UTMB president. 

While at UTMB, Kessler worked with prosthetic 
devices, sculpting ears, noses and eyes for burn vic
tims, and those with congenital deformities. "The 
work was interesting. I learned a lot." The job, how
ever, did have its drawbacks. "I had to work with 
cadavers, making molds for anatomical models. I 
didn't like that part of the job much. I just wasn't used 
to seeing and doing things like that," he commented. 

Kessler briefly attended Trinity University in San 
Antonio before coming to COM. "I was trying to get 

an education, but I never did finish. It was too expen
sive and the hours kind of got to me." He learned of the 
job opportunity at COM and decided to apply. "They 
wanted somebody who could step in immediately. 
T_hey weren't looking for degrees neccessarily, but I 
did have the experience, so that's how I got the job 
here. 

"I was at the right place at the right time. I was 
lucky," he remarked. "I've been here since 1969, so I'm 
on my I 8th year." Kessler likes the small-town atmos~ 
phere that permeates COM, and hopes it remains that 
way. "I went to Trinity, and you were just a number 
there ... the classrooms were like mausoleums. I didn't 
like it. We're small here, but we're a serious college." 

Kessler is satisfied with his position at COM, but he 
does have one minor complaint; the lack of computer
ized equipment to facilitate his work. "I'm the forms 
manager, which means I design all the forms for the 
campus. I really need a computer to eliminate all the 
manual aspects of production. I could kick out a form 
in 20 minutes, as opposed to four hours if done by 
hand," he said. A computer wouldn't solve everything, 
though. "The only thing a computer can't do is put the 
human touch on things. That's where the artist in me 
takes over." 

Kessler leans back and surveys the state of orderly 
confusion that seems to perpetually exist in his office. 
His eyes briefly come to rest on a drawing of Mickey 
Mouse hanging on the wall, arms outstretched in wel
come. "One thing I like about being here is that they 
appreciate you here. They don't neccessarily tell you 
every day, but they do appreciate what you do. That's 
important, I guess ... appreciation." 

Hypnotist returns to • mesmerm1ze audience 
By CHRISTIAN McDONALD>------

This guy actually stood on top of a girl stretched out 
between two chairs. It was amazing! 

Is it magic? In a sense, yes. It's the magic of the 
power of the mind. Your mind, my mind, everybody's 
mind. 

Ken Whitener, hypnotist, performed at two free 
shows on March 31. The first show, held in the Student 
Center at 12:30, was just a teaser for the real show later 
that evening. 

I jumped at the opportunity to be a volunteer during 
the College Hour show. I had seen Whitener perform 
last year and was ready to be the star of the show. 

If only it worked that way. 
All day people asked me if I was really hypnotized, 

and all I could say was "I don't think so." I felt really 
relaxed during the indqction (the actual hypnotizing 
procedure), but when I was awake, I felt normal. 
When Whitener said, "At the count of three, the girl 
next to you (Lori Gamblin) will smell incredibly bad," 
I didn't smell anything out of the ordinary. 

I thought to myself, either I'm not hypnotizable, or 
this guy doesn't know what he is doing. He soon 
proved that the latter was not true. 

Whitener put Gamblin in a deep trance and made 
her body go rigid. Then he placed her between two 
chairs, shoulders on one and feet on the other. Then he 
stood on top of her. Incredible! 

I later asked Gamblin what she remembered of the 
show. She told me that she remembered everything 
except when Whitener stood on top of her. 

I saw it, and I will remember it for a long time. 
Before the evening show I talked to Whitener about 

the 12:30 show and the fact that I was not hynotized. 
He explained that I had probably tried too hard and 
that I needed to relax and loosen up. Whitener said 
that there are 10 different measurable levels of 
hypnosis, and that memory loss doesn't occur until 
after the fifth level. He said that others at the 12:30 
show, except for Gamblin, had only gotten to the third 
to fifth level. 

Whitener's second show was more like a ~eminar in 
that he explained more about how hypnotism works 

Ken Whitener hypnotizes COM students at recent show. 

and how it is used. This portion of the show was both 
interesting and informative, but the majority of the 
audience was waiting for the "show." 

Whitener explained 'that as a stage hypnotist he is 
like a musician, and his subjects become his instru
ments. He said his show varies like the same symphony 
performed by different musicians. The score, like his 
material is the 1-ame, but the sound is just a little 
different. 

The hypnotist finally asked for volunteers and chose 
the best six after a few "imagination tests." Of these 
six, only two succumbed to his power, Melody 
Birdwell and David Cook. Whitener also chose David 
Moreno, one of the stars of last year's show, to be a 
volunteer. 

Whitener made his "sucker-subjects" laugh at 
invisible cartoons, cry over dead rabbits, and hide or 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 

flaunt their imagined nudity. The show was very 
entertaining and kept the crowd laughing almost the 
entire time. The subjects seemed aware of their 
embarrassing actions, but apparently were having too 
much fun to care. Moreno even said, "I'm going to get 
you," to Whitener when he made Moreno's foot stick 
to the floor. 

When asked what she remembered of the show, 
Birdwell said she remembered little. She remembered 
the cartoons and crying over the rabbit, but could not 
remember much of the last part of the show. I asked 
her if she felt embarrassed by any of her actions and 
she replied: "Why? Did I do anything embarrassing?" 

Melody, I hope you get a chance to view your 
performance on tape, you might learn a few crazy 
things about yourself! 
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What's happening I 

Spring graduation 
The College of the Mainland Spring 1987 gradua

tion ceremony will be held Friday, May 8, at 7:30 p.m. 
in the gym. All students, faculty and staff are urged to 
attend. 

Nursing ceremony 
College of the Mainland's Nursing Department will 

hold their annual pinning and striping ceremony Sat
urday, May 9, in the gym. Graduating nurses will be 
honored as well as students who will be entering their 
second year. 

Among the 600 guests expected to attend will be 
President Larry Stanley and Annie M. Wilson, direc
tor of Nursing, as well as COM board members. 

Twenty-six graduating nurses will receive a school 
pin to mark their achievement, and 26 seco-td year 

students will receive a stripe to designate the beginning 
of their second year. 

A reception will be held following the ceremony in 
the lounge area of the Technical-Vocational Building. 

PTK giveaway 
The first of the three winners drawn in Phi Theta 

Kappa's (PTK) fund-raiser giveaway, April 30, will 
have his/ her choice of three fund-raiser gifts. 

If your name is drawn, you iill have your choice of 
. an autographed Dallas Cowboys football, a $ 100 gift 
certificate to be used at the COM bookstore, or several 
free dinners for two at a local restaurant. 

Donations for tickets are 50 cents each or three for 
$1. They can be purchased from any member of PTK 
before April 29. The drawing will be held during the 
College Hour, Thursday, April 30. 

Student activities calendar 
By BEBE USING 

There are no classes from 12:30-
1 :30 on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Come to the Student Center and 

enjoy the petf ormances and spe
cial events. Weather permitting, 
activities will be held outside. For 
more information contact Mary
ann Urick at 938-121 l ext. 418. 

Collece Hour Spedals, Events and Sports 

Dates Activity 

Saturday, May 2 .•.•.••..•..••.•... A Dance for the Heart for the American Heart 
Association will be held in the gym from 10 a.m. to 
3p.m. · 

Saturday, Sunday, May 2, ~ •.•••.••• The Tennis Tourney will cost $6 per event. 

Monday, May 4 •.•..••.•..••....•. Final exams are scheduled. 

Tuesday, May 5 ••••••••••••••••.•• The Cinco de' Mayo Festiv'11 will feature a Mariachi 
Band, folklore dancing and an actual news reel of 
Pancho Villa. Captain Leo Reynoso, who rode with 
Pancho Villa. will· be the gue$t of honor for the 
occasi<>n which is spo~red by the COM Amigos 
and the. Student Activities BQard. The event will be 
held from noonto 2 P:m· in the Student Center. 

Monday, May 11 .•••...• .••.•.••.•• Grades are due in the Admissions and Records 
Office by 4 p.m. 

Wednesday. May 20 ..•..........•.. Admissions requirements must be met by thisdatei.n 
order to be eligible for credit registration on May.27. 

Wednesday, May 20 •••••••••••••••. Applications for short.term loans must be filed by 
this date to insure prQCCSsin& for registration. 

Wednesday, May 27 •••••••••••••••• Credit registration 

Friday, May 29 •..••...••.•.•.••.•• Continuill8 .Education registration 

Monday. June I .•....•............ Classe$ begin 

Monday. Tuesday, June l, 2 ••••••••• Final days to nuike credit schedule changes and to 
register late; 

Art festival 
College of the Mainland Art Association will 

sponsor the fifth Annual Art Festival in the courtyard 
of the Fine Arts Building on April 29 from 11 a.m. to 8 
p.m. All art students are eligible to submit their 
original art works, ceramic sculpture and pottery for 
sale. Profits will go toward scholarships and work
shops for art stu~ents. 

PTK officers 
The College of the Mainland chapter of Phi Theta 

Kappa (PTK) held an election for its 1987-88 officers 
March 28. The new officers were sworn into office 
following the intiation of new PTK members at the 
Dean's Honors Awards ceremony held April 12. The 
new officers to be installed July I are: state president, 
Richard (Monte) Harris; chapter president, Linda 
Birdwell; vice president, Mike Ridlen; secretary, 
Rosalyn Jackson; treasurer, Jody Clafferty; historian 
Hiroko McCarty; and reporter, Celia Full. ' 

Teach er---Continued from Page 1 

ity with education but culture and political activities as 
well, said Smith. 

Smith has seen a lot of struggles that the school has 
gone through - controversies, loss of spirit, ups and 
downs. But he appreciates the students' and communi
ty's support during the hard times and the censorship 
some faculty member endured because of their politi
cal beliefs. 

Margaret Searles also has seen a lot of changes. "We 
used to be one big family, says Searles, and all of us 
united as we tried to become established in the com
munity. This unity and spirit has disappeared through 
the years. However, Searles believes, the school is now 
more important than ever to the community because 
of the economic difficulties and rising unemployment 
in the area. Because of COM, people have a chance to 
train for new jobs and/ or to send their children to 
college at a good price. 

COM is more appealing to the people now than 20 
years ago, said Searles, because it offers more courses 
and programs to more people. "Your choices are far 
greater now." 

So far the school has lived up to its high and ambi
tious goals. It is widely known throughout Texas as a 
very progressive and unique college with high aca
demic standards and excellent teachers. 

Congratulations on your anniversary, College of the 
Mainland. 

Rab bi-----Continued from Page 1 

equipment. Israel has also captured millions of dollars 
of Soviet armaments and sent them to the United 
States. 

Concerning travel in the Middle East, Rabbi Levy 
believes it is just as safe to travel to the Middle East as 
to travel to other places in the world. "You would be 
safer in Israel t.han on New York streets." He believes. 
this because Israel has superb ,anti-terrorist intel
ligence. 

On the whole Rabbi Levy thinks the situation in the 
Middle East is relatively calm because the countries in 
the area are troubled with their own problems. Rabbi 
Levy believes one can sum up the entire Middle East 
situation from a line in a Hank Williams song. "This 
ain't Dallas, this ain't Dynasty, this is the real world 
two-job working family." 

Rabbi Levy summed up his speech with, "The world 
is not like Dallas .or Dynasty but made up of tragedies 
and hardship. But it takes countries working hard 
together for anything to happen." · 
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Little Shop of Horrors retains bite 

Audrey (Tamara Beland) is surprised by the size of Audrey II, Seymore's (Douglas Miller) oute~-space plant. 

(Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Renate 
By MICHAEL Ml"RPHY 
Editor 

shares 
"I'm basically an old-fashioned teacher. I use the 

board a lot, which I think has a greater impact on the 
student's mind, but I'll try anything to get a student to 
learn," remarked Dr. Renate True, a natural science 
instructor at College of the Mainland. "What I truly 
want is for the students to think, to use their amazingly 
powerful brains. That's not asking too much, is it?" 

Dr. True was describing her teaching methods, 
which sometimes border on the manic. "I try to 
challenge the students by purposely misspelling words 
or saying something absolutely crazy in the middle of a 
lecture, just to see if they're paying attention." She 
darts about the classroom, gesticulating broadly to 
emphasize particular words or concepts, or telling 
anecdotes to liven up her lectures. 

Her rather unorthodox style of teaching has made 
Dr. True a favorite among the students, as evidenced 

r;:::' =Chavez speaks=1-
Cesar Chavez, president and founder of the 

United Farm Workers, will be on campus 
Wednesday, Oct. 14. He will speak in Room 
L-131 (library auditorium) from 2-4 p.m. and 
6-8 p.m. Chavez is sponsored by the Dean's 
office, Continuing Education, Social Science 
Department and the Students' Activities Board. 

True feelings 
by her award for the COM Teacher of the Year in 
1985. "I like to teach, that's the main thing," she 
commented. "I'm happy teaching here and I like the 
students. All it takes is one good teacher to wake up a 
mind, and I hope I've awakened one or two since I've 
been here." 

Dr. True's unpretentious nature and wry sense of 
humor mask a powerful intellect. She received her 
bachelor's degree in natural history and her master's 
degree in marine biology from the University of Sao 
Paulo in Brazil, where she was born and raiseo. 

Dr. True spent five years in France at the University 
of Marseilles, where she received her doctorate in 
biological oceanography. "I worked with establishing 
the population of shallow water sea grass and 
comparing those animal populations with the sur
rounding area thai had no grass. Pretty tedious stuff." 
While there, she also met her husband of 24 years, 
Merrill . "I guess you could say that we just hit it off." 

One of her many achievements include work on the 
Tektite Project, an experimental underwater habitat 
in St. Thomas. Dr. True's two weeks under the ocean 
made her one of the first five women in history to do 
so, warranting an inclusion in the Who's Who of the 
Women of the World. She speaks five languages, has 
traveled extensively and was at one time the second 
ranked high jumper iq. Brazil. "If nothing else," she 
remarke~, "I've had a quite varied life. Quite exciting." 

Of all her achievements though, Dr. True is 
proudest of her award as the Distinguished American 
Citizen in 1975 and the attendant luncheon at the 

By LYNELLE WARD 
Assistant Editor 

Despite hearing rave reviews about College of the 
Mainland's theater productions, I had not seen a 
performance. That is, until the Sept. 9 preview of the 
musical production of Little Shop of Horrors. 

Having seen the original and the musical remake of 
Little Shop of Horrors I anticipated seeing COM's 
musical version. I was not disappointed in the least. 

The comedy/ horror classic is the story of a young 
man, Seymore (who lives on Skidrow), and chances 
upon a plant from outer. pace. The plant brings him 
fame and fortune. To keep his much-i anted fame and 
the love of his new girlfriend, Seym9re must keep the 
plant alive, which to his horrorfeeds on humans. · 

The performances by Douglas Miller as Seymore 
and Tamara Beland as Seymore's girlfriend Audrey 
were as captivating as the original versions. 

An unexpected highlight was the performance of 
Roger St~llings as the sadistic dentist. Stallings 
captured the brutal and somewhat vulgar dentist's 
essence through his laugh-that of a mad man. His 
performance was unforgettable in this small role. 

Though Stalling's portrayal of the dentist was 
exceptional, he did not overshadow the other 
performers. Each actor's performance was a delight 
for me to view. 

The special effects for Audrey II, the extraterrestrial 

See Shop Page 8 

with readers 
White House. "I'm really proud to be an American 
citizen now. There's no better place to be, and believe 
me, I know. I've lived in other'J)laces that were not so 
good." 

See Renate Page 8 

Dr . . Renate True lends a shoulder to an old friend. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 
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Campus News/Editorials 

High cost of books - student seeks answers 
By CHAS GOOD£ 
Staff Reporter 

A recent visit to the campus bookstore had once 
again voided my savings, and my frustration over 
another ·"bookstore ripoff" led me out into the 
wilderness searching for an answer to that eternal 
question, "Who is pocketing all that cash?" 

After hours of roaming through thick underbrush 
and fighting back the dense jungle, I came upon an 
ancient shack, built entirely from old Jackson 5 (sic) 
albums, and painted above the front door was "Home 
of ROHAN the Wiseset (sic) Man on Erth." Full of 

wonder, I entered . 
Upon hearing the reasons for my despair, ROHAN 

(the Wiseset Man on Erth) told me to ask of him 
anything I wished and he would extract the answer 
from the heavens anq rain down solitude upon my soul 

Well, he didn't know who gets to pocket all that cash 
either, but he assured me that a multitude of others 
also shared my grief, and that the solution to our 
problem would only be found in the answers to many 
other questions. 

After one last chorus of Rockin-Robin, I gathered 
my strength and left that little shack armed on·ly with 

Multi-cultural art shown at COM 
BJ CHAS GOODE 
Staff Reporter 

A special showing of drawings by Calvin Yau Ching 
and sculptures by Robert Bourdon is currently on 
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display in the College of the Mainland Art Gallery and 
will continue through Oct. 22. 

Ching's award-winning drawings are a colorful and 
exotic expression of his multi-cultural background. 
Ching was born in Hawaii and raised in a blend of 
Asian, Hawaiian and American cultures. 

Ching uses fish and flowers to symbolize the cycle of 
life, and he uses various colors to represent inner 
emotions. Black stands for self-centeredness, maroon 
for sensuality, white and yellow for spirituality. 
Through this symbolism, and a fluid use of lines, 
Ching successfully expresses the exotic lyricism of the 
heritage and music of Hawaii. 

Bourdon presents through his sculpture a unique 
insight into the psyche of the human mind. His works 
continually appear to be created from materials which 

are not even used. He gives wood the image of metal, 
stone, fabric and various other properties, constantly 
challenging one's sense of reality. He also is a master at 

giving his art the ability to assume much greater 
dimensions in perception than it actually possesses. 
Bourdon 's interesting use of lighting, his ability to take 
ordinary objects such as innertubes and make them 
seem completely unique and his rare talent for playing 
on the preconceived notions of indivi~uals make this 
COM gallery showing a must. 

ROHAN's list of questions and his haunting in
structions to share them with his fellow victims. 

Somehow I was wiser already. In any event he 
slipped me some old Temptations albums I could 
pawn for some quick cash. 

Here, for all to ponder, are some of those probing 
questions: 

Why do the new editions of most texts rise 
substantially in price even if you just bought the 
previous edition a relatively short time ago? 

Do all new editions have an extra appendix to 
justify a higher price, or is a higher price justified 
because it has an extra appendix? 

Will your knowledge of the basic concepts .of a 
subject be lacking because you are working with 
figures that are 4 years old and not 2? 

Is it really necessary to buy a new edition of a text 
every time a profit-minded publisher can find a co
conspirator author to make a pseudo update of the 
text? 

Can previous editions be found for new students, or 
are all these books so fascinating that the publisher 
sells out every printing? 

ls it entirely impossible to teach the same course 
from two different editions, or are students not able to 
follow such a curriculum? 

How many study guides are really used enough by 
the class to make them mandatory? 

How many books are bought new at full price for a 
class that doesn't even use half the book? 

Why must we buy books even if the professors say 
they won't use them.? 

There is no substitute for knowledge, and no place 
better to put one's money, yet the entire process seems · 
unfair and inefficient. 

And still, the list goes on. 

Monica Worthington (left) and Cheryl Gayden admire 
artist Robert Bourdon's sculpture, "Shift." 
(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 



Questions for 
today's students 

Michael 
Murphy 

Welcome. Another school year is upon us and again 
we find ourselves up to our eyes in paperwork and 
reading assignments, supposedly in the pursuit of 
knowledge to help us answer life's fundamental 
questions. You know, the old "Knowledge is truth" 
axiom. 

We must, however, keep all this in perspective in 
order to retain our sanity. The pursuit of knowledge is 
a noble endeavor indeed, but there is a limit to how 
much we will acquire during our college years. So no 
matter how many lectures you listen to or books you 
read, there will always be those unanswerable 
questions that have plagued mankind since the dawn 
of humanity. 

Now I'm not talking about questions like "What is 
the meaning of life?" or "Does God exist?" These are 
questions philosophers have been pondering for 
centuries and have yet to arrive at any concrete 
conclusions. Besides, these questions by their very 
nature, are unanswerable anyway. 

No, the questions I'm referring to are far simpler in 
content. They scream at us every day, but we have 
become oblivious to them for one reason or another. 
Questions like: I~ there such a thing as a Wayne 
Newton fan? Think about it. Have you ever actually 
met qne? Or have you even seen a Wayne Newton 
album? 

Has Ed Marinaro really always wondered why they 
put Miller beer in a clear bottle? Ed apparently leads a 
life of exemplary dullness. 

Does anyone really order merchandise from late 
night television ads? I have yet to see a Ginsu knife, a 
Popiel pocket fisherman, or an amazing laser beam 
watch. 

Has anyone ever heard of Richard Claydermari or 
Zamfir (the master of the pan flute)? Would anyone 
intentionally listen to their music? 

If elevators elevate, and escalators escalate, then 
what do you call an elevator or an escalator that's 
going down? 

Granted, these are not the most profound questions 
mankind has ever encountered, but they serve their 
purpose. There are those things beyond the scope of 
human understanding which, perhaps, we were not 
meant to know. We can only hazard to guess. 

Let's try to maintain our perspective. There will 
always be those enigmatic questions that no amount of 
education will enable us to answer. 

So the next time you're at a party and some 
obnoxious Rice graduate with an IQ roughly equi
valent to the national debt is expounding on the 
deteriorating condition of education in the United 
States,just sidle up to him and ask "Hey is it true that 
when Coca Cola's a part of your life, you can't beat the 
feeling?" 

Oh, those unanswerable questions. 

Women's series set 
College of the Mainland once again presents The 

Women's Brown Bag Series, which deals with co;
temporary problems of modern women. Dates are. as 
follows: Women Who Love Too Much on Oct. 8, 
Surviving Holiday Mania on Nov. 19 and One Parent 
Families on Dec. IO. 

The series is presented on Thursdays, 12:30-1 :30 p.m. 
in the Student Center. For more information call 938-
1211, ext. 470. 
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Automotive instructor Upton Lackey (center) and students Bobby Tumlinson, Albert Richardson, Jr., Upton 
l,ackey, Ernest McCart, and Jesse Coronada get a close up look at a car engine. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Free Safety check at COM 
R~ REBE us1,c; 
Staff 1-teporter 

If your car wheezes, squeaks, hisses or clanks, then 
it's probably clamoring for attention. 

The Automotive Department at College of the 
Mainland is planning a free safety check in con
junction with the 20th anniversary celebration at 
COM near the end of October. 

Automotive students will direct people through the 
100-point safety check. Each partic·pant will be given 
a checklist to fill out with guidance from the 
automotive students. The participant will determine 
his or her own degree of involvement. 

Preventive maintenance insures safe driving, in
creases the life of your car, helps control pollution and 
saves on gas. A well-tuned car will significantly reduce 
the level of carbon monoxide and hydrocarbons 
discharged by a car. The auto will also average 6 
percent better fuel economy than an untuned car, 
according to the Environmental Protection Agency. 

Listen to the noises your car makes. Don't ignore 

the high pitched squeaking that tells you the brake 
pads are wearing out, experts warn. If you do, it could 
make the difference between $20 pads and several 
hundred dollars to have the rotors turned or replaced. 
Have your brakes checked by a certified technician at 
least once a year. 

"Watch out for the red lights on your dashboard 
indicating oil, temperature and alternator problems 
because the car may not be safe to drive. Have the car 
checked out immediately if those lights go on," advises 
Upton Lackey, COM Automotive Technology in
structor. Driving a neglected vehicle is dangerous, not 
only to yourself and your passengers, but also to other' 
drivers on the road. 

The I 00-point safety list will include a check of tires 
and wheels, alignment, ignition, steering, fluid levels, 
suspension, exhaust system and more. Inspect your 
windshield wipers before rain impairs your view to see 
if they are operating correctly. 

For more details about the auto safety check, 
contact the COM Automotive Technology Depart- . 
ment, (409) 938-1211, ext. 284 or 259. 

SAB anticipates banner year 
R~ BEBE LISl:\G 
Staff Reporter 
The first Student Act1V1t1es Boa g 

1987-88 College of the Mainland school year was filled 
with enthusiastic and talented people. 

As the members rounded the tables to introduce 
themselves, Diana Marabillas, one of five returning to 
the SAB from last year said, "We had a Jot of fun, but it 
was hard work, too." In all, 15 students attended. 

Eva Neinas, secretary of the COM Physical 
Education Department, along with new SAB member 
Dennis Baralis, and Marabillas, attended the National 
Art College Association Convention in Austin on 
Sept. 26 and 27. 

The convention offers training in leadership skills 
and communication. Entertainers and artists come to 
perform and show their art to the collected college 
groups. Arrangements for performances at l><.:veral 
colleges may be worked out at a discount group rate 
during the convention. 

Maryann Urick, COM student activities coordin
ator, discussed the purpqse and function of the board 
in planning COM events. Funds come from the 50 
cents pPr credit hour activity fee students pay. Campus 
clubs and organizations determine how to spend the 
allocated )6,000 for projects and entertainment. 

Approximately $22,000 is voted on and used by the 
SAB for everything from dances and musicians to 
picnics and instructions for si-lk screening T-shirts. 

Some upcoming events are: Oct. 14, special guest 
speaker Cesar Chavez, president and founder of the 
United Farm Workers Union; Oct. 13 and 14, blood 
drive; and the Halloween House of Horrors and 
costume contest on Oct. 31. 

See SAB Page 8 

COM celebrates 

College of the Mainland will celebrate its 
20th.anniversary with an open house Sunday, 
Oct. 25, from I :30 to 6 p.m. 

Guest speakers will present a program on 
early life at COM at 3 p.m. 

Activities include a tour of the Child Care 
Center, demonstrations in the Technical
Vocational Building such as equipment and 
techniques in refrigeration and welding. Each 
building is involved in some type of event. 
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Campus Features 

Soul Brothers return to rock College Hour 
B) RO:\ BERTOTH\ 
Staff Reporter 

You could tell by looking at their instruments-this 
band has been around for a long time. 

The guitars were like combat veteran's automatic 
weapons, they had lots of scratches and scars but were 
in perfect operating order. Each scratch, every nick 
probably had a special story to tell. 

Soul Brothers, free cokes 
and Spuds McKenzie 
attract crowd at COM's 
first College Hour 
concert of the fall 
semester. 
(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

"We've been together since 1967," said Charlie 
Greenway, the keyboard player for the Soul Brothers. 
This Texas-based rhythm and blues band made their 
fifth appearance at College of the Mainland on Sept. 
15 in front of the libi:ary. 

Greenway wasn't kidding. They performed the way 
a band that has played for so long should. They are 
tuned in to each other, they know exactly what the 
other will do next. They enjoy playing together, you 
could see it in the way they grin at one another. 

The audience was larger than the Student Activities 
Board had planned for. They had set up a table with 
free cokes and popcorn, but they ran out well before 
the end of the performance. The committee was 
assisted in their project by none other than Spuds 
McKenzie, the original party animal. 

The Soul Brothers don't limit themselves to soul 
music as their name might suggest. They played some 
rock by ZZ Top and even a country western song. "We 
thought about changing our name," Greenway told 
the Inter COM, "but we have too much time invested in 
it." He went on to explain that the group was formed 
during what he termed the "soul era." 

In addition to Greenway, the group consists of 
Ozzie Hart on drums, Cliff Faldowski on guitar, 
George Brown on bass and Henry Boatright on 
saxophone. All are original members with the excep
tion of Hart who has been with the group six months. 

The band performs primarily in the area between 
Beaumont and Austin. They recently performed as the 
back-up band for Percy Sledge at a concert in Jasper. 
"Wherever there is a demand for good music, the Soul 
Brothers try to be there, "said Mike Sandberg of Texas 
Sounds, the group's manager. 

Peggy Sue Got Married captures spirit of 1960s 
B~ S \ '\ D \ I RO I I ~- R 
Staff Reporter 

Peggy Sue Got Married, the Student Activities 
Board's first movie feature for Fall '87 was presented 
in College of the· Mainland's Library Auditorium 
Sept. I I and Sept. 12. 

The movie, distributed by Films Incorporated and 
released by Tri-Star Pictures in 1986, was directed by 
Francis Coppola with screenplay by Jerry Leichtling 
and Arlene Sarner. 

Kathleen Turner played the role of Peggy Sue, while 
Nicholas Cage portrayed her husband, Charlie Bell. 

Peggy Sue, a 43-year-old who at times looks like 18, 
is facing a divorce. 

As the story begins, Beth, Peggy Sue's daughter, is 

helping her get dressed for her 1960 Class Reunion 
Dance. After arriving at the danee, seeing old friends 
and renewing old friendships, Peggy Sue is selected 
Class Reunion Queen. As the candle-lit cake is rolled 
tow~rd the crowned King and Queen, Peggy Sue 
passes out. 

When she revives, she is a teenager of the 1960s, a 
time of bobbie socks and poodle skirts. 

Finding she has traveled back 25 years, Peggy Sue 
searches for Richard, the class nerd but physics expert, 
to see if he can help her return to the time of the 
reunion. After she finds Richard, Peggy Sue tells him 
that his futuristic ideas are going to make him a 
famous inventor. With her knowledge of inventions, 
such as pantyhose, she knows that all of his ideas will 
come true. But, unfortunately in spite of his intel-

ligence and knowledge, Richard cannot help Peggy 
Sue return to the class reunion. But somehow she 
returns to present time. 

When Peggy Sue wakes up, not at the reunion but in 
the hospital, she finds Charlie, her husband, and 
daughter Beth, by her bed. Charlie, who had wanted a 
divorce at the beginning of the movie, decides he wants 
to make the marriage work. 

The movie captivated my attention and triggered 
memories as Peggy Sue took us back to the '60s. In 
movie critics Siske( and Ebert style, I rate this movie 
"thumbs up." 

The Student Activities Board's next feature is 
Crocodile Dundl:!e set for Oct. 9 and 10 at 7 p.m. in the 
Library Auditorium. 

Crocodile Dundee is rated PG-13. 

Meaning of Labor Day lost - workers not honored 
By RAY DAHi. 
Special to the lnterCOM 

In 1882, Peter J. McGuire, founder of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters, suggested a national 
holiday to honor the working people. It took five years 
of campaigning by organized labor unions before the 
idea of Labor Day began to get some recognition. 

Oregon became the first state to adopt Labor Day as 
a legal holiday in 1887. Then in 1894, 12 years after 

McGuire's recommendation, President Grover Cleve
land signed a bill to make Labor Day an official 
holiday. 

For many years people actually commemorated the 
day for what it is suppposed to be, but today, most 
people like myself use the day to sleep, catch up on 
soap operas, get some sun or watch the Jerry Lewis 
Labor Day Telethon. 

Though Labor Day was initiated to honor the work 

force with a day of rest, many people still have to go to 
work, especially sales people who are involved in 
Labor Day sales. 

It is ironic that we no longer hear about honoring 
our work force. Instead, people work on Labor Day 
and think nothing of it. 

Even though most people no longer honor the day 
for its intended purpose, I am glad it's a holiday 
because I don't have to go to school or work 
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Marshall enthusiastic about student progress 
B, HO'\ BEHIOJH, 
Staff Hqwrfl•r 

"We haye so many people who have entered compe
titions and done so well," Mona Marshall said with 
pride as she introduced Janet Proctor, winner of an 
honorable mention at the 1987 Photographers Forum 
and Jill Mardis, a finalist at the same event. 

"This is a worldwide event," Mona said. "Only 8 
percent of the 19,000 people who enter become 
finalists and only 150 receive an honorable mention." 
She also introduced Gary Upton who won an award at 
the Texas City Photo Competition this year for one of 
'his scenics of East Texas. 

Marshall, photography instructor at College of the 
Mainland for nine years and an award-winning photo
grapher herself, is very enthusiastic about her students 
and their progress. It's a challenge to teach photography 

. according to Marshall because of the diversity of the 
students in any given class and their individual 
expectations of the course. 

Some students enroll in photography courses to 
develop portfolios while others simply want to learn 
how to use their cameras Marshall explained. "It's 
exciting," she said. "The image must communicate 
what you are trying to say ... I encourage the students 
to take risks, to do things which they are not com
fortable with," she said. 

Marshall became interested in photography while 
she was still in high school. She began by taking 
photographs of fences and says that she has always 
had a need to make images. She attended the Tyler 
School of Art in Rome, Italy, the University of 
Michigan and the San Francisco Art Institute where 
she received a master of fine arts degree in 1974, 

She has won many awards including three fel
lowships at The Macdowell Colony in Peterborough, 
N.H. During October Marshall will exhibit her show 
Tender Visions at the Galveston Art Center. Then the 
exhibit will move to the Transco Tower in Houston. 
She also is planning a one-person show, The Barrens, 
at Harris Gallery in Houston set for May-June 1988. 

She is currently working on a series of landscapes of 
the Texas Gulf Coast. "If I lived anywhere else I 

Award-winning photography students paus.e to be on the other side of a camera. Pictured from left, Gary Upton, 
instructor Mona Marshall, Jill Mardis and Janet Proctor. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

wouldn't be doing this," she said with her usual energy 
and enthusiasm. She says that she is attracted to the 
"subtle beauty of abandoned and unu ed areas." 

The COM photography department will get a 
Cibachrome processor this year, Marshall said. She is 
very pleased with this development, especially since 
many of the schools in this area still do their processing 
with drums. "The Cibachrome is incredibly beautiful 
and much more stable than other color processes." 

Marshall encourages COM students to take the time 
to look at the photography exhibit in the COM library 

of the photography students' trip to Europe. Students 
had an opportunity to photograph people from other 
countries in thefr own environment. They traveled to 
England, Holland and France. The next trip will be 
closer to home, probably Austin, she says. 

Marshall would like to see more COM students 
involved in photography. "Art allows people to 
tolerate ambiguity, to develop interests in new things. 
It also increases your confidence and trust in your own 
judgment," she said. Besides, "It's fun." 

Young's views reinforced by third world trip 

Economics instructor Robert Young breaks for a 
photo. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

By MICHAEL DeLaCRUZ 
Staff Reporter 

Time to get rad! Radical is what Robert L. Young, 
College of the Mainland's economics professor con
siders himself. 

According to Young, a self-proclaimed left-winger, 
"Whether you like it or not, economics has a critical 
impact on your life." His gripe is that the average 
people have too little to say about production. 

Young was raised in New Mexico, but spent most of 
his life in Southern California. Young attended 
Riverside Community College in Riverside, Calif., 
and went on to the University of California Riverside 
to acquire his bachelor's and master's degrees in 
economics. 

Young decided to be an economist in the late I 960s. 
"I wasn't particularly interested in academics until I 
got involved with the anti-war movement. Actually the 
major mqtivation for me getting involved in econo
mics was a trip to the third world provided to me by 
Uncle Sam." 

Young was drafted into the Army in 1967 and after 
spending "a couple of years in South Korea," became 
disenchanted with the third world economic situation. 
On his return to a turbulent California, "where some 
very good teachers sparked an interest," he was led to 
become an economist. 

Th:: professor is adamant about military spending 

saying, "Present military spending is perverting ... 
and undermining the economy." He went on to say, 
"The largest planned economy in the world outside the 
Soviet Union is the military-industrial complex in this 
country." 

Young feels a change is needed economically. 
"There needs to be some major reorganization of the 
system. I think it · should come along the lines of 
expanding democracy rather than limiting it." 

As an executive boatd member of a millright union 
in Los Angeles and working construction prior to that, 
Young has seen both the management and the labor 
viewpoint of issues. Because of these experiences, he 
believes that workers need to be more involved with 
the decision ma~ing process. · 

Young feels labor/management struggles need to 
become a dinosaur of the past, and for efficiency's sake 
these two must work together for mutual benefit. With 
this in mind, he eagerly awaits a chance to work within 
the COM Labor Studies program. 

"I am really happy here at COM and am a firm 
believer in the community college system." Young 
feels it is great for those who are unable to attend 
four-year schools for various reasons. 

In summation Young says, "Unless a society can 
provide a set of institutions that have the freedom to be 
critical of the most powerful institutions, then that 
society is ~oing to stagnate." 
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Bryant: P .E. requirements more than physical 

Jerry (J.B.) Bryant (center) assists student Maryanne 
Waer (bottom) at the bench press as Keith Movat (left) 
works out on the military press. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

B~ BF.RT\ 0. BR .\GG 
Staff Reporter 

Most people refer to Jerry Bryant as J.B., but 
occasionally he's addressed as "Coach." Although he 
usually assumes it's meant in an affectionate manner, 
the image he invisions is that of a pot-bellied, tobacco
chewing high school, or even pee-wee league coach. 

"Coaches don't educate or even encourage social
ization because the game is their top .priority, rather 
than the participants' welfare. As a matter of fact, 
most physical educators resent being called coach 
because of this stereotypical collectivity." 

Bryant adds, "In The last Picture Show a quote by 
George Bernard Shaw is used and expanded to say, 
'Those who can, do; those who can't do, teach; and 
those who can't teach, teach P.E.' But I consider 
myself as much a health educator as a physical 
educator. 

"In today's media, the majority of attention is paid 
to fitness and health addicts, but in reality they are in 
the minority. Today even very young children are 
being found to be at risk of heart disease. This may be 
attributed to poor nutrition and at best sporadic 
physical activity, such as the poorly organized activ~ 
ities in elementary education." Bryant says. 

"The fallacy that just any kind of exercise will do for 
everyone, and the minute knowledge of methods and 
other specifics involving fitness and nutrition are no 
doubt culpable for many health problems in general. 

For example, some new students, arrive with the 
misconception, especially in weight training, that there 
is only physical acitivity required in the class and don't 
anticipate having written tests." Bryant believes that 
physical education must incorporate both the body 
and the mind. 

Racquetball championship tourneys 
played at COM and Lowry Center 

By MICHAEL DeLaCRt·z 
Staff Reporter 

Slam! Barn! It's a racquetball jam! 
College of the Mainland sponsored a men's dual 

racquetball tournament at the Lowry Center in Texas 
City Sept. 11 and 12. 

The Class C. Men's division took place at COM 
while the Class B Men played at the Lowry Center. 

In C action Lance Pledger, 25, of Pearland took first 
defeating Larry Bedard of La Marque l l-9 in the 
championship game. The two often play at COM. 
When asked why they play racquetball, Pledger 
replied, "It keeps me from gaining wejght," while 
Bedard answered, "I play softball and I do this for 
conditioning." 
. At the Lowry center Mike Barker of Texas City 

took first place. Barker went through the pack 
unbeaten turning back Joey Young in the champion
ship match. 

Maryann Urick, recreation coordinator, directed 
the tournament at COM. Wendell Bell, weekend 
supervisor, oversaw the tournament at the Lowry 
Center. 

The two were pleased by the efforts of the men 
although a bit disapppointed by the sparse turnout. 
Only 14 men signed up for the event and no women. 

The first two contestants in each division received 
trophies, and all contestants received T-shirts as well 
as refreshments. 

Urick is already looking forward to another 
t_ournament in the spring. She said she hopes she and 

Bryant is currently teaching foundations of fitness 
and health, weight training, weight reduction and 
maintenance, exercise for women and racquetball. 

Originally from Fordyce, Ark., Bryant earned a 
John Gray Award for highest scholastic grade point 
average for an athlete at Lamar University in 
Beaumont. There he received his bachelor of science 
degree, accepted a fellowship to work on his master's 
degree and coached a freshman basketball team. He 
accepted another fellowship at the University of 
Houston and worked as a teaching assistant. He also 
worked as a research assistant with Dr. Andrew 
Jackson, a professor at UH, and earned 54 hours 
toward his doctorate. 

Bryant has _three children, daughters Tiffany, 14, 
and Harmony, 7, and son Harley, 3. He enjoys 
spending as much time as possible with them, and may 
occasionally be seen with them on campus. Bryant 
says he is very proud that his 14-year-old is very health 
conscious and participates in a wide variety of activities 
without being coaxed. 

Included in Bryant's other interests, are fishing, 
sewing, writing prose and poetry, and he is currently 
enrolled in a creative writing class at COM. 

Bryant relates that his most rewarding moments are 
the times when a former student expresses his 
appreciation for the experience and knowledge he has 
gained from having taken part in one of his classes. 

The general concensus of students and faculty alike 
is that Bryant is consistantly enthusiastic and always 
prepared to do anything to help. He will guide or 
pr,ovide informative material within his area of 
expertise to anyone who just asks. It's obvious that he 
sincerely believes in what lie is doing and cares for the 
well-being of each individual. 

COM racquetball tourney finalists (from left) are: 
Lance Pledger first place; and Larry Bedard, second place. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Bell will be kept a little busier the next time with a 
bigger draw. 

Startin an exercise program to fit your needs 
By STACY GILBERT 
Staff Reporter 
Starting an exercise program is one of the main 

concerns for people who wish to remain physically fit. 
Most people, however, do not know how to start an 
exercise program. If someone jumps into an exercise 
program ignorant of their limitations they may injure 
themselves. 

To help people overcome this problem, Maryann 
tJrick, re.creation director at College of the Mainland, 

coordinated a workshop on How to Start an Exercise 
Program held Sept. 16 at COM. The workshop was 
designed to inform participants of what type of 
program would best benefit them. 

The workshop participants were advised to follow 
an aerobic program and given fitness tests to monitor 
their endurance, flexibility, cardiovascular system, 
muscular system and body fat percentages. The tests 
were given by Cathy Howard, coordinator of the Stay 
Well program at Mainland Center Hospital and a 

part-time faculty inember at COM. 
Urick commented that the COM P.E. and health 

class instructed by Jerry Bryant is similar to the 
workshop. 

The · workshop was held for only one day, but the 
participants are expected to meet one month after the 
workshop to note their progress. 

Urick -hopes there ~ill be another workshop on 
starting an exercise program in January. 



Water 
B) STAC'i GILBERT 
Staff Reporter 

• exercise 

Hydro-aerobics is being used as a form of warm-up 
before a workout by athletes and as a way to tone the 

Eva Neinas instructs a water exercise class. 
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- there's no sweat involved 
body. 
. Due to the attention this form of exercise is being 

given, the physical education department at the 
College of the Mainland offers a regular course in 
water exercise and a less strenuous course for senior 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 

citizens. 
These exercises are designed to stretch the muscles 

and tone the body. They are safer than floor exercises 
because the water eliminates the possibility of falling. 
Water also protects the body and muscles from injury, 
since the buoyancy of water overrides the gravitational 
pull. This in turn lessens the strain on the body and 
muscles. 

Eva Neinas, instructor of the regular course, is 
secretary of the physical education department and 
has studied water exercise for three years. Her water
exercise course also strengthens the circulatory system 
and increases flexibility and endurance, as well as 
increasing lung ventilation. 

Marge Cooper, a part-time faculty member, instructs 
a water exercise program specifically geared for senior 
citizens. 

Although a 90 percent loss of body weight occurs 
when an individual is submerged in water from the 
neck down, this class is not intended as a weight 
reduction course. If a weight loss is desired, an eating 
program has to be established along with extra 
exercise. 

Both classes are on Mondays and Wednesdays. The 
regular water exercise class is from 6: JO to 6:55 p.m., 
while the seniors' program is from 2 to 3 p.m. Each 
course costs $20. 

COM's Outdoor Club canoes down-the Frio 
By MARK KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's Outdoor Club journeyed 
to the Frio River over the Labor Day weekend for an 
exhilarating canoe trip, according to Maryann Urick, 
the club's coordinator. 

Twenty-four members of the Outdoor Club traveled 
to Garner State Park near San Antonio to meet the 

challenge of the Frio. "It was great because it was the 

first time for all of us," Urick said. The group canoed 
Saturday and Sunday, spending the night in the park. 

Due to unpredictable water levels, the Frio has not 
been part of the club's agenda. However recent rains 
raised the river's water level and made it suitable for 
canoeing. 

"We had a few turnovers, but no casualties to speak 
of," Urick reported. 

Urick, familiar with many Texas rivers, was 
impressed with the cleanliness of the Frio. "There are 

not many left like it. So many of them are polluted," 
Urick told of the Frio. Some of the club's members 
found time to swim under water with a mask and 
snorkel and marveled at the Frio's clarity. 

Club members canoed approximately 16 miles of 
the Frio's "crystal clear" rapids while absorbing the 
majesty of the limestone bluffs and cypress lining the 
banks. 

Anyone interested in joining the Outdoor Club may 
contact Maryann Urick at (409) 938-1211 ext. 418. 

PTK expects large enrollment and plans foil semester 
B) BERTA 0. BRAGG 
Staff Reporter 

Qualified students are encouraged to apply for 
admittance to Phi Theta Kappa, a national honor 
society for community junior colleges. 

PTK's Sigma Delta Chapter was established at 
COM on April 3, 1968 with the certification pro
clamation issued at Canton, Miss. 

Membership qualifications are a minimum grade 
point average of 3.6, at least 12 semester hours 
completed toward an associate's degree or transfer 
credit, and current enrollment at COM for no less than 
six credit hours. 

COM has again broken its enroBment record with 
3307 students registered, PTK officers are hopeful that 
the increase will be reflected in its membership. 

PTK 's membership is at 108 and there are 254 
additional students fulfilling eligibility at this time. 
The final date for applications is Oct. 12 to be eligible 
for PTK this fall. 

Scheduled activties this month include fall initia
tions set for Oct.18, the gasoline give-away drawing 
Oct. 25 at CO M's Open House, a Halloween haunted 
house Oct. 31, and PTK 's district meeting at COM on 
Nov. 14. 

The Honors Topic Theme at the district meeting will 
be "The U.S. Constitution Assuring Continuity through 
Controversy." 

The PTK District Meeting will feature a continental 
breakfast and door prizes among the mahy giveaways. 
The conventions g~neral session will be held in the 

Learning Resources Center, whereas the breakout 
sessions (members will split into smaller groups) will 
be held at the Student Center. 

Officers include Linda Birdwell, president; Mike 

Ridlen, vice president; Jody Clafferty, treasurer; Rosalyn 
Jackson, secretary; Celia Full, reporter; Hiroko • 
McCarty, historian; and David Hansmire, advisor. 

For further information call 938-1211, ext. 333. 

Fall '87 InterCOM staff pauses for photograph. Standing (from left): Chas Goode, reporter; Bebe Lising, 
reporter/typesetter; Michael DeLaCruz, reporter; Michael Murphy, editor; Mark Kennedy,reporter; Sandy 
Trotter, reporter; and Astrid H. Lowery, advisor. Seated (from left): Eleanor Downs, reporter; Stacy Gilbert, 
reporter; Berta O. Bragg, reporter; and Ron Bertothy, head photographer/reporter. Not pictured, Lynelle 
Ward assistant editor. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 



Page 8, October 1987, InterCOM 

What's happening 
Open labs 

College of the Mainland offers free to students the 
use of its facilities in multidisciplinary computer, 
typing, and word processing laboratories located in 
the Technical-Vocational building. 

Open lab schedules for Fall '87 are as follows: 

MCL is open on Mondays and Tuesdays, 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m.; Wednesdays and Thursdays, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.; 
and Fridays from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. The room number 
is T-320. 

Typing open labs are Tuesdays 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.; 
Wednesdays 9:30 to 10:50 a.m. and 8:45 to 10 p.m.; 

Student activities calendar 
By Mark Kennedy 

Musicians and other entertain
ers will perform outside during 
College Hour Tuesdays and Thurs-

days from lZ:30-1:30 p.m. lrt 
inclement weather performances 
will be in the Student Center. For 
more information call Maryann · 
Urick at (409) 938-1211 ext. 418. 

Dates 

College Hour Specials, Events and Sports 

Activity 

Thursday, Oct. 8 .........••....... A club organizational meeting will be held at 12:30 
p.m. in the Student Center Room 203-A. 

Saturday, Oct. 10 ......•.....••... COM has auanged a bus trip to the Texas 
Renaissance Festival leaving at 8 a.m., returning at 7 
p.m. Fees are $16 for adults, $10 for children 5-12, 
and $6 for children under 5. 

Tue~day-Wednesday, Oct. 13, 14 .... Give blood and receive free T-shirts and koozies. 

Wednesday, Oct. 14 .•.....•....... Founder of the United Farm Workers, Cesar Chavez 
will speak in Room L-131 (library auditorium) from 
2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. 

Wednesday, Oct. 14 ..•.......•.... Exercise tips given free with student ID at 7 p.m._ 

Friday, Oct. 16 ................... Dr. Lockhart speaks on ''Birth Defects" as part of 
the Muscular Dystrophy Speaker's series in Room 
L-131 at 10 to 10:50 a.m. 

Friday, Oct. 16 ................... Country Western Dance Workshop will be held in 
P-112 at 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. Cost is $3 per person. 

Friday-Sunday, Oct. 16-18 .......... The Outdoor Club sponsors a bike trip. 

Monday & Monday, Oct. 19, 26 ..... A Foot Reflexology Workshop will be held in Room 
P-112 at 7 to 8:30 p.m. Fee is $8 per person. 

Sunday, Oct. 25 .........•........• COM celebrates it's 20th anniversary! 

Tuesday, Oct. 27 .................. A Halloween face-decorating contest will be held for 
teams of four. One person from each team gets 
decorated by team members. 

Tuesda Y, Oct. 27 ....•............. The Environmental Committee will discuss 
Municipal Waste Management and Recycling at 
7:30 p.m. in A-148. Call ext. 331 for information. 

Saturday, Oct. 31 ................. Grade of "W" will be given for classes dropped on or 
before this date. 

Tuesday, Nov. 3 .................. Sparky Koerner's Jazz Express livens the afternoon 
with music. 

Wednesday, Nov. 4 ..........•..... Admission requirements must be met by this date 
for early registration. 

Thursday, Nov. 5 •••...•......•••. Learn to silk scr~en T-shirts. 

Friday, Nov. 6 ........•........... Dr. Youmans speaks on ''Heart Surgery-Pacemaker 
Implantations," in Room L- I 31 at IO a.m. 

Monday, Nov. 9 .................. Free workshop on International Folkdance will be 
held at 7:30 p.m. in Room P-112. 

and Thursdays 12:30 to I :30 p.m., 3 to 4:30 p.m. and 
8:45 to 10 p.m. Room numbers are T-115 and T-116. 

Word processing open labs are Mondays 2 to 5:45 
p.m.; Tuesdays at 8 to 9:20 a.m., 12:30 to 5:45 p.m.; 
Fridays 8 to 9:20 a.m. and 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. The room 
number is T-106. 

Pari-mutuel betting 
State Rep. Lloyd Criss and marketing represen

tative Jim Lee will speak for pari-mutuel betting while 
attorney Jim Mahan and Baptist minister the Rev. 
Weston Ware will speak against pari-mutuel betting. 
The debate, The Greyhound Controversy: Going to 
the Dogs and Off to the Races, will be held in Room 
L-13 l(libraryauditorium)Tuesday, Oct. 20, from 7-9p.m. 

Basketball sign up 
Students and employees are encouraged to sign up 

for College of the Mainland's new intramural basket
ball program. Games will be played on Thursday 
afternoons at the COM gym. Each participant will be 
charged a nominal fee to cover the cost of awards. A 
meeting will be held on Oct. 15 at 3 p.m. at the gym. 
Anyone wishing information can contact Maryann 
Urick at ext. 418. 

Jazz ensemble 
College of the Mainland's Jazz Ensemble, directed 

by Sparky Koerner, rehearses Tuesday nights at 8 in 
the Fine Arts Building Room F-117. 

"Anyone with ears" according to Koerner, is 
invited to "check out great jazz music by this award 
winning band." 

S AB ----- Continued from Page 3 

• 
The SAB discussed the possibility of having more 

dances, a talent show and more speakers. 
Any student may join the SAB and help decide 

future COM activities. SAB meets every Wednesday 
at 3:30 p.m. in the Student Center. The first club 
organizational meeting is Thursday, Oct. 8 at 12:30 
p.m. in the Student Center 203-A. Call ( 409) 938-121 I 
ext. 417 or 418 for more information. 

Sh Op ----- Continued from Page I 

plant who feeds on humans, deserves much applause. 
Each stage of growth and the actual feeding was 
fascinating. You just have to see it in action. 

The cast includes Beland, Miller, P. Scott Vander
pool, Marisa Diotalevi, Vicki Gedosch, Laura Shinn, 
K. Ball Withers, Stallings and Lanier Young. 

I would like to applaud Reggie Schwander who 
directed and put the g.roup together. I greatly 
anticipate the next show at COM. 

Renate--- Continued from Page 1 

The sign on her desk reads "Enter at your own risk" 
and with good reason, too. Her claustrophobically 
small office is made even smaller by the mountains of 
books; papers and videotapes that are haphazardly 
strewn about, but she likes it that way. "I keep 
intending to clean up, but I'm so easily distracted that I 
never get around to it," she commented. 

"I would like to tell the kids to take advantage of all 
the opportunities they are presented here. It's a really 
great country with so much to offer to anyone who's 
willing to work for it. I'm proud to live here, and I hope 
I represent myself and my country well." 
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Cesar Chavez advocates table-grape boycott 
By BEBE USING 
Staff Reporter 

A warm welcome and a standing ovation greeted 
Cesar Chavez, founder and president of the United 
Farm Workers Association, at College of the Main-

land Oct. 14. 
President Larry Stanley introduced Chavez saying 

he admired him for the sacrifices he has made for 
change. Stanley said Chavez was good for the students 
because be exemplifies ideas of what it takes to stand 
up and be counted in the struggle for decent living. . 

Cesar Chavez, president 
of United Farm Workers, 
addresses COM audience 
Oct. 14. 
(Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Chavez announced that a grape boycott is now in 
effect and showed The Wrath of Grapes film depicting 
the suffering and intimidation farm workers still 
experience after 20 years of struggle. 

The film illustrates the fact that farm workers are 
exposed to toxic pesticides which may cause birth 
defects and other diseases. Pressure tactics used to 
prevent workers from organizing unions were demon
strated in the film. 

"I have come to the court of last resort in America, 
the consumer. We want to make this grape boycott the 
largest in history as a force against poverty and 
injustice," Chavez appealed. After 20 years only 20 
percent of California farm workers have even some 
benefits. 

The $14 billion agricultural industry ignores farm 
laws and their use of pesticides is increasing, Chavez 
said. "The chemicals affect everyone, they are in the 
air, the water, the tissues of infants and in mother's 
milk. Everyone is exposed, including the consumer." 

According to Chavez only fresh grapes, not wines 
and raisins are being boycotted. The UFW hopes the 
grape boycott will help them gain free and fair elections, 
good faith-collective bargaining and a ban on the most 
dangerouc; oesticides 

Audience questions dealt with laws which are 
needed to protect workers and allow them to organize. 
"We have no_ protection," Chavez said. The political 
system of government and growers oppresses the 
workers. Cheating on the workers time and wages, 
making them ride dangerous vehicles and treating 
them like agricultural tools is part of the vicious sys-

See Chavez Page 7 

COM celebrates 20th anniversary with ~pen house 
By CHAS GOODE 
Staff Reporter 

"Our open house is an opportunity for us to share 
the pride in what we together have accomplished, and 
to express our appreciation for 20 years of your ongo
ing support, " President Larry Stanley said to the 
audience at College of the Mainland's 20th anniver
sary celebration Oct. 25. "It is also time to pay tribute 
to our charter employees as well as those who saw the 
future 20 years ago and made it happen." 

The anniversary observance began with a mini
concert by the COM Jazz Ensemble directed by 
Sparky Koerner. The performance set a festive mood 

t 
for the afternoon. 

COM Board of Trustees President Bennie Mat
thews introduced President Stanley who in turn intro-
duced several speakers. See COM Page 7 

Student injured 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Editor 

A bizarre set of circumstances conspired to 
cause a freak accident on Thursday, Oct. 8 
involving a College of the Mainland handi
capped student. 

See Wheelchair Page 7 

COM~20th anniversary 
party draws crowd. 
(Photo by Jim Higgins) 

' 
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Campus Editorials 
Mean 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Staff Reporter 

• • cu1s1ne 

The French fries were pathetically skinny. They 
were loaded down with more oil than a Kuwaiti tanker 
could carry and stuck together in a greasy blob. When 
I tried to pull one out of the pile the entire mess lifted 
out of the tray. In spite of their shortcomings, they 
were much better than the cheeseburger. 

The roll of the cheeseburger had lost a valiant 

daily fare at COM cafeteria 
struggle to absorb the grease oozing from a tasteless 
beef patty of dubious origin. I suspect it must have 
been from Australia. When I picked it up to eat it, it 
literally started falling apart as my fingers mushed into 
the soggy roll. 

In what part of the third world could I have found 
such a treat? Could it have been Nicaragua? Iran? New 
Jersey? The correct answer is none of the above; I 
purchased this truck-stop cuisine at the College of the 
Mainland cafeteria. 

The only reason I purchased a cheeseburger and 
fries to begin with is that I could not identify the other 
food in the cafeteria line. 

Why does the food quality have to be so poor? If the 
prices were cheap it might be justifiable, but I paid 
approxi.mately $3.75 for this and.a soft drink. With 
prices this high the cafeteria management should 
explore the possibility of offering financing. 

On March 5 of this year there was a meeting in the 
student center between representatives of the food 
services and students to air grievances (InterCOM , 
March 1987). It reportedly degenerated into a 
shouting match between these representatives and 
students. Questions were directed at the wrong parties 
creating a highly emotional atmosphere in which 
nothing could be accomplished. This meeting was an 
apparent failure as we still suffer high food prices and 
low food quality. 

Another disturbing aspect of the cafeteria is the 
objects which have Tugboats written on them . 
Tugboats is a Texas City restaurant which has good 
food . If the same people who operate this good 
restaurant are the very same people operating our 
cafeteria, why is our food so poor? 

Why is Tugboats allowing its image to be tarnished 
in such a fashion? If they have no intention of 
improving the food quality in our cafeteria, then they 
should choose the prudent alternative of disasso
ciating themselves from the COM cafeteria. They 
should find a new name for the cafeteria. 

If a nautical theme is still desired they could call the 
cafeteria Potemkin's after the ship in Sergei Eisenstein's 
1925 film classic The Battleship Potemkin. The poor 
quality of the food drove the crew of the Potemkin to 
revolt. 

While we do not need a revolution here at COM, a 
little action on this problem would be welcome. 

English teachers 'overwhelmed' with workload 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Editor 

Do we need another full-time instructor in the Eng
lish Department at College of the Mainland? 

"Absolutely," replied Brent Jarrett, an English 
instructor at COM. "Actually, I'd say that we need two 
more instructors in this department. There are always 
more students, especially for classes like freshman 
English, than we have instructors to teach those stu
dents. I have more students in my composition classes 
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than I can realistically teach, especially with the sub
jective nature of writing. 

"I changed the very nature of my freshman composi
tion courses. I think not to the disadvantage of the 
students, but then I may be kidding myself about that. 
I don't take in and read as much of what they write as I 
used to, and the reason is that I'm so close every 
semester to going nuts because I can't afford to inherit 
as much written work as I would," Jarrett said. 

"English 131 is the only course that everyone has to 
take, no matter what their degree program, so the 
teachers are overwhelmed," remarked Dr. Bill Spillar, 
chairman of the Arts and Humanities Division. "Our 
enrollment is up about 10 percent in English classes, so 
the teachers just had to absorb them. Ideally, I'd like to 
see two instructors hired, but do we have the economic 
resources for this, that is the question." 

Some of the composition classes have 30 or more 
students, which is simply too many students for any 
type of writing course. According to the College 
Section of the National Council of Teachers of 
English, standards are structured so teachers can give 
the necessary attention for student progress. One of 
the main points of emphasis in this document is the 
limiting of class sizes to no more than 20 students in 
order to maximize instructor effectiveness. 

Currently, COM employs adjunct (part-time) 
instructors to handle some of the overflow. 

"We use adjunct instructors about whom we know 
next to nothing and whom we pay very little for thei~ 

services. Right now we have two of the best adjuncts 
since I've been here, Kathye Bergin and Ouida Garber. 
There are others who are equally qualified such as 
Steve Remollino and Temple Paysse, but we always 
run the risk oflosing them. If I were king of the world, 
I'd say let's hire them, but I'm not," Jarrett 
commented. 

"Kathye Bergin and Ouida Garber are two out
standing -instructors and I hope we have a shot at 
hiring them. If we found anybody better than them, I'd 
be amazed. I would hope that they would apply for the 
jobs if they did indeed open up," Jarrett concluded. 

"Yes, I'd like to work here. The full-time instructors 
are overworked, they have too many students and too 
many conferences." Ouida Garber observed. "I have a 
vested interest in this, but you people (COM students) 
have even more of a vested interest. After all, it deals 
with your education and I think a lot of people are 
being slighted. I really don't think it's the instructor's 
fault, there's just so much they can do with so much 
work to be done. If you're going to do anything with 
your students' work other than just a superficial 
grading, you can't. There's just too much work." 

It all apparently boils down to an economic issue. 
But what about the students' welfare? How long will 
this situation exist before something is done about it? 

Dr. Spinar leaned back in his chair and shrugged. 
"This idea has been kicked around for some time now. 
The need is documented, it's just a matter of if it will be 
acted upon. I hope the message gets heard." 



Assistant editor 
grateful to COM 

Lynelle 
Ward 

Before attending College of the Mainland I attended 
a major college. To my surprise, even though I had 
been warned, I found that to faculty and staff I was 
only a social security number on the roll sheet. What I 
did in class or out, as long as class was not disrupted, 
mattered little to the instructor. 

Now that I am in my second semester at COM, I feel 
I can objectively say this school fulfills basic require
ments as well as my financial needs. 

COM is quite sympathetic to the needs and problems 
of the student. This is good for the recent high school 
graduate as well as for adults returning to school. 

I am grateful to all the faculty and staff of COM for 
their consideration of students. The faculty takes each 
student and gives him the time and help he needs to 
achieve class requirements. They are willing to work 
with the individual. I feel that they have earned the title 
of teacher. 

Faculty, however, are not the only ones who give 
help at COM. The staff and the counselors also give 
much of their time to help students. 

Counselors take time to carefully advise students. 
They are here to help students with anything from 
class selection to college transfers. They give students' 
problems top priority. 

My time at COM has been a delight. Not only have I 
received an education, I have gained many friends 
among staff, faculty and fellow students. 

. ,/Jetter to the editOf' .. 

St11,~nt raps 
'fV a,nd tables 

Dear Editor, 
Recently l was reading one of the most 

prominant (sic) newspapers in th-e county. and 
was proud to know that College of the Mainland · 
is tanked high ;tniong junior and commti:nity 
collegestn the state bf Texas. · 

Being a parFtiixle stu9ent .h~te at COM th{ 
several semest-ers;.1 was very proud to learn tfii~ 
fact. However, so.w,-eihing has puzzled me. (or i ... 
while, sin<;e the aver:age student spends from si~> 
to 20h-0ursweeklyatthe.scbool, whyatesomeqf . 
the rec.reatjonal equipmentsometimes overlook!@. ·•··· 
when repairs are needed? For instance t~~! 
bill,iard tables❖ ai'e .,never leveled (sic) and on~t 
would be verylgpky10 geta clear channeJ ontue< 

1:l:::fA~i:-:;?dli 
' re$pect reqreatl9nJSalso essential. ····· I 

r think thata ¢.9Uege witb such prorµlnan,T 
···, (Sic}·as COM ··shoilld adhere to its ,· students- .. 

recreational need~ a.s well. ..... . .• l f 
We are awarei th~t we should take more. 

precautions toward, the equipment, butJbe ' · 
repairs are stiU rt~d¢d. 

··•.·· 1supposfsp~;idih!'l~;~fthqtt~ir.ati1ie 1;1§ i 
•.• Jibr4r y is <mf af,J'lff 9Yf1!i.Qfl,. ·~ ····Edit0:r 
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COM student Sam White (center) amuses friends during Halloween-face-decorating contest Oct. 26. 
(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Old news gives Cruz the blues 
By MICHAEL DeLaCRUZ 
Staff Reporter 

Does it seem you see the same subjects in the paper 
every day. Subjects so worn out that if they were tires 
they would have been burned a long time ago. 

Well how about a humorous and somewhat cynical 
view of this and other phenomena. 

How many of you are tired of seeing Robert Bork on 
the front page? How many of you just want to send 
him a pack of razors? Maybe a windsurfing ticket to 
Bimini? Or both? 

What about .'Jessica Hahn? Do the pictures really 
explain things for you? It's said pictures are worth a 
1,000 words, but if these pictures are explanatory, 
would a 1,000 words be too much? 

It doesn't seem that long ago that evangelists were 
only in the religion section of the newspaper. Today 

Ghostly figure extends invitation to see his mausoleum 
on Halloween night. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

they make front-page news. 
Contra connections and Contra disconnections, 

Which way are we going? 
Iran-Iraq, Somehow it feels like these two have been 

fighting since Fred and Wilma Flintstone were dating. 
I mean, really, these guys have been fighting since 
biblical times. 

For the sports fan. How many of you are sick of the 
NFL strike being headline news? How about the Oilers 
"Should I stay or should I go" theme? Notice the 
quotes. The rock group The Clash used this phrase. 

That brings up the subject of the Democratic 
presidential candidate exodus. Between Hart
breaking campaigns, sloppy Joe (Biden) speech checks 
and the Dukakis raucus, a reader has little choice but 
to keep abreast of national politics. 

Do you get the feeling Nancy Reagan would be in 
tatters in a bull ring? It seems she's been in red dresses 
since birth. 

Bruce Willis and Cybill Shepherd appear to be 
Moonlighting on all the covers except the ones in my 
bedroom. 

Would Rin-Tin-Tin and Lassie have partied with 
Spuds? 

Perhaps as this issue hits the press these stories will 
be history. However., is it true history repeats itself? 

What a masochistic ending, 

Letter-writing policy 
Students, faculty and staff, 

InterCO M welcomes your letters to the editor. 
In your letters, address only one subject per 

letter and stick to the point. Be sure to include 
the pertinent five w's and h: who, what, where, 
when, why and how. 

Make sure your material is not libelous. 
Your name and signature, address, and 

telephone number must be on your letter, or we 
cannot print it. 

Send your letters to InterCOM, Suite B, 
Learning Resources Center, attention Astrid H. 
Lo'wery .. 

Your letters will be published on a space
available basis. We reserve the right to edit, and 
the right not to publish a letter. 

Michael Murphy, editor 
Lynelle Ward, assistant editor 
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Campus News/Features 

Party goers eat cake at CO M's 20th anniversary 
celebration. See Page 1 for story. 

(Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Oktoberfest 
>'htil,t=: it't :t OM"' 

.::; 

By !TACY GlLJIER,J' 
Sta.ff Reporttr 

The ~fOdenf A.ct{vitidC Board .. su;prife .. per-
. formance was College. ofthe Mainta'nd's first 

.. QkJp~¢tf:fst. . ·.·. .. ·•.·• ·•·•····•·········••·•·•·• '> . .. < ... ·.•. 
' ' for tbefestiyities~n oo~pahbandt,vand~red . 

·!i;~:?t,f :.r:J:!~~~~11~:~!n! t;i~:~;~t1r:··· 
J or.med ~§llie spectal9(S go{upand did Jhe Polka 

'; in tjie cBtirty~rd: . ····•·•·•··· .·. · •·•·• ··•·• .. . .. < ···•·· •·•·•· . ·•·· 

·•·••. ]he. f\¥9~meP.:ber?:t>apq ... consI~!t4 <>Lnlugen-
. de:hollar.der from Beverwi)k, Hottandt and Ken 
Clµ,~k- hf ffou$tOtt, The t\\!Q me;n metit Astro~ 
world in J 969 .and have been performi~g in 
o~,o~d'ests tim:e th~n. Bothl)and .me~bers 
ha~e other professions: Flbgendeholt~nder\s a 

· .. '.Wriierf arranger Whifo · Clu~k has anotber µand 
balled Dixieland PiZ/i?Z and is ari 'att•r;ey F . ·•· 

&efreshme.n.t~ were ones fh;tt fitJhe Q<;~asion. 
Th¢rew¢,te h6tdog$ With sa~e~kfautanff utc. 

···•·I.;11~Jtt;:z:1~0

;e:r·:.rbtt~l~.s .. ~;t.!)~~ 
•ft?ff¢~bmeutt~J,:lerap out .. ofhotdogs.at theen<J •• 

1iii;~:i~t1!!t~::::::~~;~;~:i1;!~a:::::!::·;:r 
Department respective! y; were riot , 'tleterred. 
Tb~ served just sauerkraut on. a bun. . ..... 

tffJt:~,J 

Artist reveals plans for COM 
By MARK KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

Mark Muhich, an accomplished local artist, 
revealed his plans for beautifying College of the 
Mainland's campus, aq,d gave details about his life and 
works in a recent interview. 

Muhich, a sculptor and former student at COM, 
wants to put one of his works in the middle of the duck 
pond (Lake Eckert) as a fountain. He also would like 
to place a few sculptures in the courtyard between the 
gym and the Administration Building. 

"I'm into steel and bright, cheerful colors right now. 
I think it would help (the campus) a lot ... a change of 
pace," Muhich said about his plans. 

Muhich's large steel sculptures, which can be seen in 
various places in Galveston, include his Jack Johnson 
sculpture in Menard Park, the Angel in front of 
Rosenberg Library, a piece on 51st Street and various 
works in front of his studio on Port Industrial 
Boulevard. 

"Jack Johnson (a black heavyweight champion 
boxer of the early 1900s) is my biggest work, but as for 

my best, I don't have one ... not yet," the sculptor 
admitted. 

Influenced by music, painter Vincent Van Gogh, 
states and cities such as New York and San Francisco, 
Muhich paints, sculpts steel and clay, and even 
employs fluorescent and neon lights in his work. 

Muhich sculpts to express his feelings and to break 
the environment's monotony, but his Jack Johnson 
and a sculpture he did after the CIA's mining of the 
port city Corinto, Nicaragua, are political works. "My 
Jack Johnson is basically against racism." 

The artist also gave advice for up and coming art 
students, "Keep happy, keep hopeful and keep as true 
to yourself as you can through your art. And go to 
New York and San Francisco. Hang around artists. 
We all need support and a pat on the back once in a 
while." Muhich went on to say, "You gotta have a 
studio. See if I had to look for this (a screwdriver) for 
five minutes, that would be a drag." 

M uhich also takes "at least one course" at either 
COM or Galveston College to "keep the cobwebs out," 
he said, tapping his temple with his index finger. 

Rescue generates teamwork 
By BERTA 0. BRAGG 
Staff Reporter 

For three days my mind has been preoccupied by 
something other than by own problems. 

People all over the world are engrossed by the same 
situation. It isn't the conflict in the Persian Gulf, 
political strife or an earthquake. 

It's 18-month-old, Jessica McClure of Midland, 
who is the center of national attention. 

As I write this, a live satellite telecast is covering the 
continuing rescue efforts to reach her, trapped 22 feet 
underground in an old abandoned water welL 

Every movement her parents make puts me on the 
edge of my seat. Now, after 56 hours of waiting and not 
knowing what to expect, Jessica's parents are being 
rushed away from the vicinity of the accident toward 
the parked ambulances. 

Reporters are expressing their gratitude to the 
people of this town who opened their homes to them as 
well as to the people directly involved with the rescue. 

Police, fire fighters, emergency medical technicians, 
doctors, heavy machinery operators, friends, relatives 
and neighbors weave together in one spirit for one 
purpose. 

The helpless in a crisis bring out what I believe is 
true human nature - comradeship, the beautiful 
parallel to nature. 

Now the baby girl is lifted out - alive - and is 
carried away by emergency personnel. What exhilara
tion, cheers and tears, simultaneous mass unselfish
ness, a •kind of human completeness. 

Teamwork - isn't that how most other creatures 
have thrived? 

People interacting with one another in spirit and 
action. Like the cells of one body working together to 
keep its possessor complete. 

Author and scientist, Lewis Thomas suggests in his 
book The Lives of a Cell; Notes of a Biology Watcher 
that teamwork will take the same purpose that cells 
perform for the body. 

Individuals come together at the scene of a disaster 
to repair, prevent further damage and to ease the pain 
of the inJured or bereaved. Compare this to antibodies 

and other organisms rushing to the aid of a traumatized 
part of the body to accomplish similar goals. 

It seems to be an automatic reflex for most of us. But 
we aren't antibodies, we have minds and we usually 
pick and choose which of the abrasions of humanity 
we will attend to. 

Does this tell us anything? Are we really the most 
evolved of earth's species? Or are we just beginning to 
learn what is involved to achieve the harmonious sur
vival that must have been meant for us. 

I'm not referring directly to the infamous nuclear 
weapons issue and the like. Just the basic instinct of 
recognizing one another as links of the same chain. 

We should encourage one another to succeed, enjoy 
life and achieve financially as well as personally. 

As links in a chain or fibers in the same fabric, our 
lives are intermingled and interdependent. "The chain 
becomes as weak as it's weakest link" it is said, thus it is 
for our species. 

I am not suggesting we donate some or all of our 
worldly possessions to finance another's efforts to 
become a stronger link. Nor am I suggesting we join, 
or start, a committee to save the world. I am simply 
suggesting that we should give people something that 
really enriches their lives. Give them a smile, a pat on 
the back or praise.for their efforts and accomplishments, 
large or small. 

In school, as in the work force, we are here to raise 
ourselves up. But climbing up the ladder shouldn't 
have to mean stepping on others. It should mean con
sideration and cooperation, excitement for one anoth
ers' successes. 

Hold a hand, wipe a tear, strengthen the chain 
before it gives out under the pressure. Help people to 
help themselves by telling them that they can make it if 
they try. 

We need to carry in our hearts the symbolism of the 
helpless, injured and undoubtedly frightened infant, 
clinging desperately to life and hope. Hope that was 
strengthened not by luxurious comforts given her, but 
only by oxygen and the most powerful elixir, that 
elixir, the encouraging words from caring people. 
That's a magic we can all perform. 



Renaissance man for a day 
By MARK l(ENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

I traveled into the past by attending the 13th Annual 
Texas Renaissance. Festival on Oct. 10 of this year. 

College of the Mainland provided two minibuses for 
a $16-per-person round trip to the 16th century cele
bration. It was my first time and it was well worth it. 

Entertainers, craftsmen and merchants filled the 
mock 16th century village with many diversions. Rows 
of shops lined the streets peddling pottery, wood 
crafts, clothing and other items too numerous to 
mention. 

Other booths allowed me to participate in archery, 
ax-throwing, fencing and drinking to the point of 
brain damage. 

My nose was constantly assailed by the succulent 
aromas of beer, fresh bread and smoked turkey legs. 

Regularly scheduled shows go on all day. Magicians, 
musicians, dancers, jugglers and sword fighters enter
tained the crowds at various locations in the 
village. 

Merlin, a magician and festival favorite, performed 
magical feats that made my eyes widen in amazement 
and my teeth clinch in frustration. One trick particu
larly perplexed me. Merlin took a wristwatch from the 
audience, stomped on it, beat it, stuck the broken 
pieces into a gun and fired it at a target. The watch 
appeared on the target in perfect working condition. 
Merlin picked the watch off the target, licked it and 
said, "Takes a licking and keeps on ticking." 

Another of the festival's popular entertainers is 
Ogre. He digs in and eats out of trash cans, collects 
boogers and sings songs like "Pick Your Nose" and 
"Bite My Bone." Ogre is also known as the "Lean 
Green Sex Machine." 

The beggars amused hordes of people by their unique 
form of mud wrestling. Competing for outrageousness, 
one beggar dug a trench with his face through a pit of 
mud and kissed a woman in the audience. Another 
beggar replied by doing the same but kissed a man m 
the audience. 

The Society for Creative Anachronism provided 
knights who fought mock battles and jousts. Other 
knights raced chariots on the New Market Race 
Track. 

Blacksmiths made swords, armour and other implements 
for the amusement of the crowqs attending the festival. 
I also saw glass blowers, potters, wood carvers and 

clothiers practicing their crafts. 
I really got into the bawdy spirit of the Renaissance 

after partaking of a few turkey legs, a couple of pints of 
stout, some mead wine and a belly dancer. 

The street wenches provided peculiar amusement. I 
was invited to toss quarters into their low-cut blouses. 
My seventh quarter made it in. I was rewarded by 
having three wenches put me on my knees and bury my 
face in their healthy breasts. 

The Texas Renaissance Festival continues through 
Nov. 15 on Saturdays and Sundays. 

Art workshop and sale in the works 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Staff Reporter 

A pottery workshop featuring James Watson from 
Texas Tech University in Lubbock was announced by 
the College of the Mainland Art Association at their 
Oct. 13 meeting. The workshop, scheduled for Nov. 
13, will include demonstrations by Watson of his spe
cial glazing techniques and his techniques for throwing 
double wall pots. 

In addition to the pottery workshop, a paper 
making workshop is currently in the planning stages. 
These workshops promise to be a great opportunity to 

meet with some of the area's best artists and learn from 
them, according to club members. The fee for the 
pottery workshop is $5 for members and $15 for 
non-members. 

The association has sclteduled their winter art sale 
for Dec. 8-9. Melody Cornwell and Cynthia Langford 
are the chairwomen for the Art Sales Committee. 

Significant progress has already been made but they 
are still seeking more volunteers to help with the sale, 
according to Edie Edwards, Art Association president. 

The association predicts that this year's sales will be 
superior to previous sales due to increased participation 
of students in photography, drawing and painting 
classes. Last year's sales were dominated almost 
exclusively by students from ceramics classes. 

Debbie Baker is the newly elected vice president of 
the COM Art Association. Her duties include 
membership and special committees. She will also step 
in for Edwards when needed. 

James Templer will replace Stella Dobbins as the 
faculty sponsor this year. Templer, a painting and 
drawing instructor at COM, encourages visual arts 
students to take advantage of the opportunities to 
listen to artists at gallery openings and workshops. 
"You will get a lot more out of it when you get to hear 
the artist talk about it," he said. 

Membership applications are available from members 
or by asking a faculty member whom to contact. There 
is a $5 one-year fee to join which entitles members to 
participate in the sales and to attend the workshops at 
a reduced fee. 

The association holds meetings on the second 
Tuesday of each month from 12:30 to 1:00 p.m. in 
Room F-133. 
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Simon comedy 
at 'Lil Tlleater' 

By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Staff Reporter 

+The .. Biggest Ll'l Theater inT~xas .. has anofhet 
winner directed by Jack Westin. Neil Simon's 
Brighton Beach Memoirs is on stage at Colkge 
of the Mainland's theater through Nov. 22. 

Brighton Beach Memoirs is based on Simon's 
own boyhood, It tells the story of a family's trial~ 
'and tribulations duringthe Depression, andhoW 
they cope with their problems as seen through 
tbe eyes of Eugene (Rick Buford), the younger 
son. 

'Early in the play tbe father-; Jack (Richard 
Kremer)~ has chest pains later culminating in a 
heart attack. the. result o-f overwork tryfog to 
provide for two families. 

Kate's (Kathy Woods) worrj.es over het hus
bllnd.'sheart.att~~~ and her frustration trying to 
iJed a'rtd housb $<;Ven peoplct,n a small cold~ 
water flat in .New York is the pivotal point in the 
action of the play. This leads to a showdown 
between the harried Kate and her depen.dent 
sj~terr Blanche{Sandi Sikes (thambers), :wMset 
whining inability to solve her own problems 
grates OQ Kate's aswell as the- audience's nerves. 

Eugene's humorous interpretation of this 1931 
,saga, coupled with a little j~alousy, seJ. a,id 
f;tvoritism suffered by the four 6hildren make for 
a . .bilariou$ tW() hours. . ·•··.· 

··•··• The unusu~l set by Tom King provides a~ 
excellent background for the ovedapping. fast~ 
paced dialogue. The action can be seen simul
taneously in the livingroorn, bedrooms and the 
yatd. . 

As Eugene narrates the actfon, his mobile face 
and deft body language give reality to both the 
lighter and more serious moments in the play. 

Kremer, Woods and Chambers as the peace• 
making father, the shrewish wlfe and helpless 
sister are very believable in their roles. · 

Julie Parker as Nora, Blanche's older daugh
ter, seems like the typical teenager fighting to be 
allowed to make her own decisions and gain 
independence. · 

Martin Cri,9bs plays the role of Eugene's sensi
tive older brother, Stanley, with insight and 
feeling. 

Gigi Gresco, inherfirst appearance on coM~s 
s~ge, does a credible job as Nora's sickly, 
$.polled little si~ter Laurie~ 

Brighton Beach performances are Fridays.and 
Saturdays at 8 p,m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m, 
For ticket information call (409) 938-1211 or 
f7J3) 280..3991. 

Teleconference unites communities in educational forum 
By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland participated in a National 
Teleconference Sept. 19 in the Leaming Resources 
Center. In welcoming the audience, President Larry 
Stanley said, "Now that we have the (video) equipment 
more conferences will follow." 

The I½ hour conference originating in Washington, 
D.C., was seen nationwide and provided telephone 
hook-ups so that participants could communicate 
with panel speakers. 

During the conference representatives of community 
colleges were brought together to share their 
successful approach to -community economic devel
opment in their areas. 

The stated purpose of the conference was to address 

the United States' critical economic need for a 
competitive work force in the 21st century. 

According to statistics quoted by main panel speaker 
William Brock, U.S. Secretary of Labor, more than 90 
percent of people working in 1990 and 75 percent of 
the people working in 2000 are already part of today's 
work force. At the present, 13 percent of America's 
work force is illi_~rate. 

Nolen M. Ellison, Presid~nt of the Cuyahoga 
Community College District in Ohio and Robert W. 
Scott, president of the State Board of Community 
Colleges, were two of the many presenters at the tele
conference who shared the success of their economic 
programs. 

Representatives of industry, small businesses and 
local governments work with the faculties of technical 

schools and community colleges to create courses 
intended to ht:lp upgrade workers' technical skills. 

COM is already involved in many aspects of contin
uing education offering low-cost refresher math and 
reading courses. Tutoring is offered cost free. Union 
Carbide as well as other local businesses and industries 
confer with COM to set up courses necessary for work 
placement in the new technology. 

Referring to the industry/ college cooperative ven
ture, President Stanley said, "We only need more 
organization in our community so that the left hand 
knows what the right hand is doing." 

In terms of training and retraining the work force, 
panel speaker Robert Scott, former governor of North 
Carolina said, "The old axiom reading, writing and 
arithmetic is changing to learn, unlearn and relearn." 



Page 6, ovember 1987, InterCOM 

Confident students express a variety of opinions 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Staff Reporter 

How do College of the Mainland students feel about 
important world issues and issues here at COM? The 
lnterCOM staff decided to find out. 

Since space is limited we decided on three questions: 
I. Should we nuke Iran? 
2. What do you think of the food here at the 

cafeteria? 
3. What do you think of safe sex? 

_Surprisingly, it was very difficult for this reporter to 
get students to consent to be interviewed. Most of 
them would wimp out when told that their photo 
would run with their comments. 

After searching the COM campus with a fine
toothed comb I found only four individuals willing to 
give their opinion, to exercise their constitutional 
rights as American citizens. After all, the KGB isn't 
going to take them away for speaking their mind, at 
least not while we continue to speak out on issues. 
Doesn't anyone pay attention during political science 
class? 

If the reactions I have witnessed the past two weeks 
are indicative of the way today's students handle their 
duty as citizens, then our future as a democracy seems 
questionable. After all if we are afraid to give an 
opinion on such general issues, we deserve whatever 
unfortunate consequences we receive. People who 
behave like sheep usually end up with someone with 
the1stamina and fortitude to be their shepherd. 

Before conducting this interview I thought the 
responses would be overwhelming, since the topics beg 
for fun answers. Was I ever wrong! 

I salute the four who dared to respond. 

Southern tour 

Judy Clark 

Iran: "They aren't 
worth wasting missiles 
on. We should turn it 
(Iran) into a nuclear 
waste dump, maybe send 
New York's garbage 
barges there. " 

Cafeteria: "The only 
thing safe is what comes 

,. out of cans and the 
candy machine." 

Safe sex: "Good ... as 
long as I don't have to 
do it with the creepy 
surgeon general." 

Paul Unger 

Iran: "/ don't think 
that we need to nuke 
them, just blow them 
out of the water." 

Cafeteria: "Its all right 
.. .for the price it should 
be better." 

Safe sex: "Theres no 
such thing as safe sex. 
.. .for the price it should 
be better." 

Willie Sharp 

Iran: 'Tm peaceful as 
hell but I think that we 
should kick the f-
out of them." 

Cafeteria: "/ like the 
sandwiches but they are 
too expensive .... Treat 
the food like the water 
in Mexico, don't eat it 
if you don't have to. " 

Safe sex: "It's safe as 
long as you don't bend 
over.... Seriously, the 
person you 're involved 
with should have the 
guts to tell you if they 
have something." 

Sandra Gonzalez 

Iran: "Whywouldyou 
want to do that (nuke) 
to them?" 

Cafeteria: "No, /don't 
like thefood ... the prices 
are high .... It pays to 
drive to Texas City." 

Safe sex: "/ think thats 
good. I work in a dental 
office; we started using 
gloves and masks." 

COM choirs perform, harmonize through four states 
By CHAS GOODE 
Staff Reporter 

"A great time," was College of the Mainland vocal 
director Hope Shiver's answer when asked to charac
terize the summer choir tour. And hearing the emphasis 
in the laughter that accompanied those words, one 
knew there had to be more to this story. 

"There is something about a performing tour that 
tends to bring forth qualities in people which they have 
never recognized previously. Some of our group had 
never ventured too far from Texas City," Shiver 
explained, as she commented on the group's trip 
through the South. 

Members of the COM Choir and the Studio Singers 
traveled through four states, stopping in New Orleans, 
La.; Mobile and Montgomery, Ala.; Atlanta, Ga.; and 
Gulfport, Miss. Their performances covered various 
styles of music including traditional gospel, some 

standard classics and some contemporary pop and 
jazz items. 

The group left COM in the early morning hours of 
Saturday, May 16, and spent that day and evening 
sampling the party atmosphere of the French Quarter 
in New Orleans. According to Shiver-they encountered 
their worst problem when their van refused to start 
while parked in what was said, "was one of the 
Quarter's most desolate and isolated parking lots." A 
look under the hood, revealed nothing more serious 
than corroded battery cables; a problem quickly 
remedied by one of the girls, Shiver explained. 

They performed that Sunday in Mobile at Samuel 
Chapel Methodist Church and the next day journeyed 
on to Montgomery. The Samuel Chapel performance 
was of special significance to Shiver because her father 
is a minister there. 

On the University of Alabama campus in 
Montgomery, the group gave a concert that "went 

beyond all expectations" and became an "inspiration 
to the group and the audience," Shiver recalled smiling 
broadly. The audience was so tak_en by the singing, 
that they showered praises on choir members and 
commented on their professionalism. 

The crew spent their final day and night in Atlanta, 
where they had their last concert, toured the Martin 
Luther King Center for Non-Violent Change and took 
in the "fantastic" nightlife Atlanta provides for those 
who dare. And dare they did, Shiver said emphatically. 
"Some of us unveiled previously hidden abilities to 
relax our inhibitions and enjoy life." 

On the return trip, they stopped in Gulfport to soak 
up the surf of the Mississippi Gulf Coast and to break 
up those long monotonous hours of driving. 

Choir members termed the trip a great success and 
were proud to represent COM and spread its reputation 
across four states. 

Basketball games at COM lead to intramural fev-er 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Editor 

The College of the Mainland intramural basketball 
program got off to an exciting start Oct. 22 as both 
games went down to the wire. Game one saw the Sixers 
down the Cavaliers 68-66, while the Celtics went 
through three overtime periods-to defeat the Lakers 
64-60 irt the second game. 

In the first game, the combined scoring of Michael 
Murphy, Jerry Bryant and Richard Solomon, along 
with the clutch rebounding of Brett Van Dyke, offset 
strong performances by the Cav's Kevin Fricke and 

Dee Ellis. The Sixers overcame a IO-point deficit to 
pull ahead with less than one minute remaining in the 
game. 

In the second game, a superb team effort propelled 
the Celtics past the Lakers in three overtimes. The 
Celtics tied the game on a layup by Lloyd Murray with 
one second remaining in regulation time and finally 
pulled the game out by holding the Lakers scoreless in 
the third overtime period. 

Tim Ricke, Zoe Hayward and Ellison led the Celtics 
in scoring, while the rest of the team contributed 
strong defense and rebounding. Nate Coleman starred 

for the Lakei-s with his scoring and offensive rebound
ing. 

"I had my reservations about whether or not this 
would wor.k," commented Hayward, the Celtics team 
captain, "but I have to admit that I was surprised. This 
league can work." 

The intramural basketball program was started to 
revive student interest and involvement in campus 
activities. Plans are now being made to start an 
intramural vollyball league and possibly even an 
intramural water polo program, according to Maryann 
Urick, recreation director. Anyone interested in par
ticipating can call ext. 418 for more information. 



Chavez devotes 
life to workers 
By MICHAEL DeLaCRUZ 
Staff Reporter 

Cesar Chavez, president of the United Farm Workers 
of America (UFW) and "one of the heroic figures of 
our time," according to the late Robert Kennedy, 
addressed a general assembly at College of the Main
land Oct. 14 in the college auditorium L-131. 

Chavez, a 60-year-old man of humble origins, has 
spent most of his life striving to better farm working 
conditions. 

He was born on his grandfather's farm in Arizona 
and became a migrant worker at I 0, drifting throughout 
the Southwest. After a stint in the Navy in 1945, he 
went to California,and returned to farm working. In 
1948 he married Helen Fabela, whom he met in the 
California Vineyards. 

In 1952, Chavez'migrant work led him to become 
the national director of a self-help group for Hispan
ics, the Community Service Organization (CSO). 

Chavez split from the CSO in 1962 and formed the 
National Farm Workers Association. In three years he 
had recruited 1,200 families into this group and 
merged with another coalition, Agricultural Workers 
Organizing Committee (A WOC), to form the UFW. 

The union called for a boycott strike on table and 
wine grapes using non-violent tactics. The boycott, 
epitomized by Chavez' own 25-day fast, achieved a 
sweeping victory characterized by better working con
ditions and many benefits. 

Three years after this boycott ended another started 
on a national scale. The workers boycotted grapes, 
head lettuce and Gallo wines. With 17 million Americans 
siding w.ith Chavez, he again won a better standard of 
living for the farm workers. 

i----- Chavez is now targeting environmental as well as 
civil rights issues for his new call for a table·grape 
boycott. He is out for pesticide eradication and a 
better life for the workers. Chavez also feels the pres
ent California government hasn't dealt him a fair hand 
recently, therefore, he must turn to national support. 

At the present Chavez is touring colleges trumpeting 
his new grape boycott hoping to convince people of the 
farm workers plight. He claims to be "shooting for 20 
million people," hoping for the bandwagon effort to 
pick up the reported "five or six million" now boycot
ting table grapes in the United States and Canada. 

Chavez-----~Continued from Page 1 

tern which prevents us from becoming organized. Sex
ual harrassment is common for those forced to do 
anything to keep their jobs in order to survive. 

Members of the audience asked what they could do 
to help the cause in addition to not buying grapes. 
Chavez encouraged them to ask others to participate 
in the boycott and said VHS videotapes of the film are 
available to copy and distribute. 

The Wrath of Grapes is in the COM library and an 
updated version is presently being put together. Cesar 
Chavez can be contacted at P.O. BOX 62, Keene CA 
93531-9989. 
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Police academy cadets Koza Lauderdale (left) and Debbie Walton donate blood during COM Blood Drive Oct.13. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Blood donating is no big pain 
By LYNELLE WARD 
Assistant Editor 

Since I started attending College of the Mainland I 
have avoided donating blood. But when the Student 
Activities Board and the Blood Center of Houston 
hosted another blood drive at COM on Oct. 13 and 14, 
I decided to donate. 

I had intended to give blood on several other 
occasions, but always chickened out at the last moment. 
It was frightening to think of myself actually donating 
my blood. The closest I've ever come to losing my 
blood has been a cut or scratch, to which I quickly 
applied pressure to sto the bleeding. 

I also have sympathetic friends who have informed 
me of every side effect and possible problem resulting 
from giving blood. You would never believe the myths 
you hear when you're about to donate. My major fear 
was the risk of catching a blood-oriented disease, such 
as AIDS. 
Since I wasn't sure of all that I had heard about 

donating blood, I contacted my doctor and discussed 
the risks of donating. He assured me that there is little 
to worry about, because sterile needles are used and 
the risk of contracting a blood-oriented disease is 
almost nonexistent. After I received that information 
it was much easier to face the needle. 

Most people don't dona-te because they aren't 
properly informed. Anyone who gives can feel safe. 
The blood is taken by professionals so you are in good 
hands. 

Regrettably not everyone can donate. Each donor 
should check to see if he or she can give blood. People 
on certain medications, such as forhigh blood pressure, 
are not eligible. People with cancer, cardiovascular 
problems, hepatitis, or diabetes also should not donate 
blood. 

I advise everyone eligible to donate to do so in the 
future, because the blood you give today might be the 
blood that saves a life tomorrow. Possibly yours, or a 
loved ones. 

CO M-----------------------------r,ontinued from Page 1 

Prominent local banker Chuck Doyle, emphasized 
the importance and the need for educational facilities 
such as COM. He stressed COM's role in educating 
individuals to be productive members of the commun
ity rather than a drain on the economy. 

Johnnie Henderson, president of the local AFL
CIO and long-time community leader, commended 
COM for offering opportunities to the citizens of the 
Texas City area. He affirmed the role COM plays in 
affording an education to persons not ready to step 
directly into a larger university, or able to pay the 
higher tuition costs. 

Richard (Monty) Harris, president of the newly 
formed COM Ex-Students Association, praised the 
excellent education he received at COM, and chal
lenged COM alumni to meet new college objectives. 

Dr. Herbert F. Stallworth, COM's first president, 
recalled how when first asked to visit COM he had 
little knowledge of the surrounding area. On finding 
an encouraging amount of community interest in the 
school, he made a commitment to COM that trans
lated into 16 years of dedicated service. 

During the celebration COM honored faculty 
members: Dr. Donald Bass, dean, Instruction and 
Student Development; Michael Bordelon; Dr. Carolyn 
Hartnett; Dr. Dorothy McNutt, chairperson, Division 
of Business; Robert P. Shinn, director, Continuing 
Education and Community Services; Larry L. Smith; 
George E. Thomas; Dr. Manuel Urbina; and Roy L. 
Walker. COM staff members Helen Foster and Dorothy 
J. Cathcart also were honored for their 20 years of 
service. 

Wheelchair---------------------------------,continued from Page 1 

Michelle McCullough was heading for the COM 
library when her wheelchair became bogged down in a 
patch of wet cement, apparently throwing her to the 
ground. McCullough suffered two broken legs and a 
sprained arm as a result of the accident. 

Barricades that were supposed to seal off the 
construction area were down since the workers had 

just finished pouring fresh concrete and had not yet 
replaced them. 

McCullough suffers from the extremely rare bone 
disease osteogenesis imperfecta, which is an inherited 

condition in which the bones are abnormally brittle 
and subject to fractures. 

Paramedics, who had to be extremely careful when 
handling her because of her disease, rushed McCullough 
to the University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston. 

There she was sedated while experts looked at her 
injuries. 

McCullough works as a student assistant in the 
Multidisciplinary Computer Lab, where she aids her 
fellow students in computer-related studies. 

"She is our jack of all trades," commented Mona 

Miller, the Information Specialist technician for 
MCL. "She knows all the software, and we have over 
200 programs. Michelle is very popular with her fellow 
students and workers. When I heard what happened, I 
rushed to the Emergency Room to be with her." 

"It's a shame something like this had to happen," 
remarked Joe Rotramel, chief of Campus Security, 
"but it was just one of those freak accidents. The 
barricades were down and she just happened to be 
going through there at that particular time. You 
couple that with her bone disease and you see what I 
mean. It's a million to one." 
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What's Happening 
J 

U.S. Air Force jams Louisiana and Oklahoma) promoting jazz music and 
good public relations with the Air Force and the 
general public. 

The U.S. Air Force 745th Jazz Ensemble (the 
Mighty 8th) will be at the College of the Mainland 
Campus in the Learning Resource Center Room 131. 
The scheduled performance is Monday, Nov . 16, 
7:30 p.m. The group performs to promote the Ameri
can-art form of music, jazz. 

Sing with choir 
To open the yuletide season with a bang, the 

Mainland Chorale and Orchestra directed by Hope 
Shiver will perform a Christmas concert of Handel's 
Messiah at College of the Mainland Student Center 
Tuesday, Dec. I at 7:30 p.m. 

The showing, part of Galveston Island Jazz Festival 
weekend, is open to the public and no admission will 
be charged. The audience is invited to sing along on the 

Hallelujah chorus. Admis_sion is $3. All proceeds will 
will pay for the orchestra. 

This jazz ensemble is from Barksdale Air Force Base 
in Louisiana. They travel the tri-state area (Texas, 

By STACY G.LB)i;J(T 

Musicians and other pe5formers 
will entertain outside dtu:ing Col
lege Hour Tuesdays a~d Thurs
daysfrom 12:30 to I:30 'itm. 

In irtcfeµient ~~ therperfonnances .•··· 
will be held iri'"ttil Student Center. 
For more infdrmation, contact 
Maryann Urietc:_at (409) 938-121 I 
ext. 418. 

_:{~: . 

.. .. . ,,, (;,oUeg.r.Jfpur SJ?ec.hlls~ Evepts and ~nktts 
. •,• •·•· .<•· i:{(;; ... •. ·-•·· ... ,. < :;~!ti:ity 

Tuesday, Nov. 10 .•••••••. • •.••• f>resioent Larry Stanley will hold an informal visit 
·· with students at 12:30 p~m. 

--="'="""."""~'- =---- ··---~~,.___,~~=~===I 
Tuesday,. Nov. 17 ...•..••.. : ~ ••. There will be a Student versus Employee softball 

game at 12:30 p.m. If iftains, there will be WhifOe-
ball in the gym. ·· 

Wedj.}~sda_y; Nov. 18 • • : •. ; . 
. •:;:::~:!:~- -: 

· • ., . f'._all sports day )Vill .. p~ held aJ Alvin CqmmurHtyg 
· Col1ege. ·· ·· · 

Thursday, Nov. 19 ••••••••• t •••• The l I th annual Great American Smokeout will 
be observed. Presidet( Larry Stanley holds open 
forum on banning smo¥:1ng at COM in the Student 
Center at I 2:30 p.m. 

. ~ 

Frid:ay, .Nov. 20 .•.•• •..•.. / . t ·~ .• Free movie, Children ofa Lesser' Ood at 7 p .m, 
--~ 

Saturdas, Nov; '.41 •:- ·-:~::,._lt· . . ·-.·. 
-f-'.:\/ 

Satufday, Nov.2 r •• ••••.••• 

• The 10th anm1:alTexa:s-,;fµr.key Trot Fun Run will, · 
. 'begiri'a t 8:45.a..ri). · · · 

• . Free show.idg of Chiliin:ri of a Lesser God at 7 p. m. 
in the L.RC auditoriu,pi ( -131. 

Tuesday, Nov. 24 .••...•..•.•.•• Canoe Hour on the Lake-starts at 12:30 p.m. 

Tues~~y. Nov. 24 •.•.•... : •. 

. -L 

Fri'd~yisund!);iNov. 26:.i'.29 •• 
. ' ' ,, -.·. :~::,:-· 

.• The Environmental Co~fuittee (ECOM) wiUdisc~ss ··
"Toxics in Galveston B~t at 7 p.m. in Room A4 {';18;? 

--~-- . Coil¢ge is -cl-ose,d: th¢ i ai.os River 1hanksgivjng Et;i,~-
. take£ place. The canotiip is $49 per person. . 

.:~-❖ 

Tuejqay, Dec. I ••••••••••• .• / , .• Don Grant will pr:r! ent Island Vibrations 
12:30 p.m. 

Tue~4f',Y and Wednesday. 
Dec:(a-nd 2 , •...•• ~ • •. ~: 

Tue$4~y and Wedne~d<!Y/ 
De..cf~i'~M 9 •'• .• 

· • 

. . Early creditregistrati~i'.ror spring f988 takes place.,¼, 

•. • Admissions requirem~hi$ must be met by t his dat~ . 
, in order. to be eligiui~" fqr credit registration on 

· Jan. 5. 

Ensemble performs 
The COM Jazz Ensemble directed by Sparky Koerner 

will perform on the Strand at 23rd Street under the 
trumpet Nov. 14 at noon. 

The performance, part of the Galveston Island Jazz 
Festival, is free to the public. There wiU be jazz music 
from noon to 6 p.m. 

Harris wins election 
The College of the Mainland Phi Theta Kappa 

chapter Sigma Delta, won the election for state 
presidency at the state convention held in Ft. Worth 
last February. COM chapter members campaigned 
hard to win this honor. 

Richard (Monte) Harris was elected, COM state 
president. He will travel throughout Texas in that 
capacity. 

COM members will host the district convention at 
COM Nov. 14. 

Art exhib ·1 set 
The second biennial art gallery exhibition in con

junction with the 20th anniversary celebration of Col
lege of the Mainland features works by 12 Texas artists 
in the Fine Arts Building Nov. 5 - Dec. 18. 

COM faculty selected Texas artists Judy Boh 
Blossman, Deborah Ellington, Stella Dobbins, Lucas 
Johnson, Moga Marshall, Julie Bgzzi, Odette Ruben, 
Beth Eidelberg, James Templer, Derek Boshier, Betty 
Yancey and Trish Simonite. Works displayed include 
watercolors, charcoals, oils on canvas, and pen and 
ink drawings on paper. 

Club concerned 
with environment 
By BEBE USING 
Staff Reporter 

The Environmental Committee (ECOM) is a new 
organization at College of the Mainland sponsored by 
Dr. Renate True, natural science instructor. ECOM is 
dedicated to "thinking globally and acting locally." 

Since the group was formed in January 1987, 
monthly programs have included a discussion of the 
Keystone Process, a consensus group appointed by 
regional and local entities addressing citizens ' con
cerns, In locating controversial facilities . Other pro
grams presented were a videotape on organizing 
household hazardous waste collection and a presenta
tion about the future of Galveston Bay by Dr. F . 
Hermann Rudenberg, conservation chairman of the 
Galveston Sierra Club. 

ECO M's efforts also center on winning $60,000 in 
highway landscaping funds for Texas City from the 
Governor's Community Achievement Awards. The 
$ I 00,000 a warded Galveston by the Texas State 
Highway Department came about because the city 
asked schools and businesses to get involved in litter
clean-up and beautification programs. 

During the November ECOM meeting the future of 
the fishing industry and the use of anti-fouling tri
butyltin paints (which prevent barnacles from accum
ulating on the boat' hull) will be discussed . 

Meetings are held the last Tuesday or Wednesday of 
each mortth in the Administration Building, Room 
A-148 at 7 p.m. For information call Bebe Lising (409) 
948-4403 or Dr. Renate True, (409) 938-12 I I ext. 331. 
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A "STUDENT PUBLICATION A'rc 

Stanley advocates restricted smoking 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Staff Reporter 

"At a bare minimum, in this building, there will be 
more restrictive smoking areas ... " President Larry 
Stanley said to students gathered in the Student 
Center for a forum on the question of whether or not 
to ban smoking at College of the Mainland. The 
Nov. 19 forum attracted a large number of students 
and faculty members concerned with the issue. 

Students and facult y members were permitted the 
opportunity to address the group and give their 
opinion on this controversia l issue. Most of the 
speakers, smokers and non-smokers a like, were against 
a total ba n on smoking in campus buildings but were 
for clearly designated smoking areas. 

fhe speakers were emotional and the turnout was 
heavy on Nov. 19 due in part to President Stanley's 
remarks on a possible ban on smoking at his informal 
visit with students at the Student Center Nov. 10. 

President Stanley mentioned that the College Senate 
was considering a ban on smoking and had they voted 
on it at their meeting, "they probably would have 
banned smoking," he said. He also mentioned creating 
smoking areas outside if such a ban were enacted. 

Students and facult y members opposed to a ban on 
smoking are concerned about the possibility of being 
forced outside into harsh winter weather if a ban is 
enacted . COM student Larry Lebove summed up the 
feelings of many smokers when he said , "In the land of 
the free, you're going to tell me I have to go outside to 
smoke a cigarette?" 

Faculty member Alan Ginsberg questioned President 
Stanley's assertion that the prevailing sentiment of the 

College Senate was for a total ban on smoking. In a 
separate interview with InterCOM, Ginsberg indicated 
that the Galveston Daily News printed that the 
overriding opinion of the College Senate was for a 
total ban on smoking. 

"At a faculty meeting ... ! raised this question of 

prevailing sentiment," Gins berg said . "A faculty member 
who had been to the meeting of the College Senate said 
that the statement in the Galveston Daily News about 
prevailing sentiment for a total ban was inaccurate. 
After meeting another person who_attended the senate 

See Smoke Out Page 7 

President Larry Stanley addresses students during the Great American smoke out on Nov.19 concerning smoking 
on campus. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Bryant: COM physical education slighted 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Editor 

I originally enrolled at College of the Mainland to 
get an associate's degree in physical education, but 

when l got here, I discovered that there was no degree 
program for my major. 

According to the college prospectus, there should 
have been a degree program established, but there 
wasn't. There wasn't even a chairperson with whom I 
could discuss the matter. There isn't even a division of 
Health and Physical Education (HPE) at COM! It's 

Jerry Bryant, 
physical ctlucation 
instructor at 
COM's domed 
physical educa 
ion center. 
(Photo by 
Ron Bertothy) 

actually under the auspices of the Social Science 
Department (for reasons I can't even begin to fathom). 
What is the reasoning behind this? I don't know, and 
there aren't too many people on campus who do. 

"I don't know. It's ridiculous, to tell you the truth," 
commented Jerry Brya'nt, a physical'education instructor 
at COM. "The administration seems to be interested in 
separating the mind from the body. They say 'let's 
develop the student mentally, but the development of 
the body is inconsequential.' I think that's the wrong 
approach. You cannot separate the two. The mind 
body relationship is important to the student's self 
image." 

The entire approach to physical education at COM 
is laughable. To illustrate the respect the administration 
has for physical education, HPE classes are on par 
with some remedial communications classes. In these, 
students may choose to receive credit rather than a 

See Bryant Page 7 

Dobbins' work 
f eature.d locally 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Staff Reporter 

Big things are happening with art instructor 
Stella Dobbins' artwork these days. 

See lJobbins Page 7 
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Editor receives press club award 
Dana D. Gibson, Gander staff member and lnterCOM April 1987 editor, was awarded outstanding 
journalism student at COM by the Galveston County Press Club. Pictured with Gibson (center) are Dr. Don 
Bass, (left) dean of Instruction and Student Development and Dr. Bill Spillar, chairman of the Division of 
Arts and Humanities and sponsor of lnterCOM. Gibson was presented the plaque at the May 1987 
graduation reception. Gibson is now a journalism ·major at Sam Houston State University, Huntsville. 

(Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Senior citizen activities 

COM benefits from volunteers 
By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Staff Reporter 

Students, if you see a retired relativ: or bored 
neighbor, encouraged him to share his talents, time 
and companionship within our community. 

Retired Seniors Volunteer Program at College of 
the Mainland consists of seniors, 60 years or older, 
who are donating their services to the community. 

Many departments at COM are assisted by seniors. 
You1l find them in the library, theater and in COM 
offices as office and phone assistants. 

Seniors tutor students one-to-one in English, math 
and reading at COM as well as in the homes of the 
homebound. Other services they perform are teaching 
crafts and participating as instructors_in music, writing 
and art. 

Seniors have fun too. The fourth Wednesday of 
each month is a covered-dish luncheon in the Student 
Center with a guest speaker. The luncheon's featured 
speaker in August was astronaut Col. Charles Bolden. 
He presented a slide show of pictures he had takep in 

space. 
In October opthamologist Dr. Gregory T. Clariday 

spoke on eye implants and how they are used to correct 
cataracts. 

November will feature Isaura Garza a represent
ative for Homecare Inc., who will speak on health 
issues. 

More than 3,000 senior citizens are registered for the 
Senior Citizen Program at COM, according to Lochie 
Fowler, secretary for the program. 

All registered seniors are issued a card for a $2 fee 
entitling them to discounts for the theater and other 
events. 

Courses of interest in which seniors may participate 
range from creative writing to painting, while activities 
include checkers, water exercises and dances. 

Special seminars with guest speakers are also 
offered to seniors. Registration statistics show that 
seniors from 55 to 63 years of age go for exercise 
programs and credit courses, while the 70 to 95 age 
group prefer cards, chess and other activities. 

Many classes in continuing education are free. 
Physical education facilities are available to card
carrying members. 

In February planning for the May Expo Program 
begins. Outstanding seniors from all over the community 
are recognized. Expo will celebrate its 10th anniversary 
in May 1988. This special program includes a guest 
speaker and certificates for honorees. A reception 
follows in the Student Center. 

Fowler takes this hectic senior program with a 
smile, and gives good humored advice to lost students 
of all ages. , 

The senior adult office is one of the busiest places on 
campus: 'ti·s· iii' the Stude'nl Cen'ter, lldorri { l 1'.' ' . 

Time worrying 
is time wasted 
By BERTA 0. BRAGG 
Assistant Editor 

Today is the .day that may have caused you great 
anxiety yesterday. 

When all is said and done, nothing can stop tomor
row from arriving or today from passing. Some of 
those who spent yesterday worrying didn't need to, 
because they may not be here today anyway. They may 
have spent their last day of life in futility. 

Worry doesn't help, it hurts. It can make us ill. It can 
make us old before our time. And at bes(it's a waste of 
time. 

This is about time. Spend it or throw it away, the 
choice is yours. 

"Yesterday is a cancelled check. Tomorrow is a 
promissory note . Today is the only cash you have to 
spend , so spend it wisely." Or at least pleasantly. (I 
don't know whose quote this is but it's one of my 
favorites.) 

Worrying about risks, taking chances, it's enough to 
make our hearts pass the speed limit. But we need to 
take chances with making choices. It would be worse if 
we made no choices. We would just stagnate. What 
could be a greater waste of time? 

Worrying is something I try to avoid. I have to work 
at not worrying about other people misinterpreting 
what I say or what I do. 

Of course, I can't control what others think of me. 
But I try to make sure my dust doesn't fly in anyone's 
face as I go about my merry way. 

For how long do I look back and wish I'd made 
myself simpler to read? Not too long I hope. Because at 
those times I remember another quote "I drink a toast 
to those who wish me well, and those who don't can go 
to hell!" 

I really do love people. At least until they've stepped 
on my heart or my head once too often. And I do care 
how people interpret me, because I want to leave 
behind a true impression of myself. 

If you have a question about what I say or what I do; 
if you really care,just ask me to explain. I'll try to clear 
things up. It'll be worth the time and effort to me. 

In dealing with others, don't waste precious time. 
Communicate today. 

• 



Editor fed up 
with rhetoric 

Michael 
Murphy 

Have you ever considered how certain words, 
phrases or images have been impressed upon us 
to the point that we don't even question them 
anymore? I'm talking mainly about television 
commercials, though ads in newspapers may 
also apply. 

How does this happen? Have we become jaded 
to what we see and hear? Do we just accept 
everything presented to us without qu~stion? 
Can we let this happen? 

Television commercials constantly throw out 
rhetoric in a grand show of style over substance. 
Have you ever wondered exactly what "state of 
the art" means? I have no idea, but I hear it over 
and over again. How long does the tag, state of 
the art, apply to something? Is it still state of the 
art if I buy the item two months later, or has it 
become obsolete already (remember Beta 
recorders)? 

Another good one is "clinically tested" or 
"clinically proven." Has anyone ever seen the 
documentation for these clinical tests? This is 
like those "four out of five doctors surveyed 
said ... " commercials. Who are these doctors, 
anyway? How about getting some of these 
"doctors" to do these commercials. 

Or how about "fiber rich" cereal? Aren't you 
about sick of these ridiculous commercials where 
some yuppie in his bathrobe is sitting in the 
garden of his farmhouse eating Grape Nuts while 
a rabbit or squirrel snuggles up to him for a bite? 
Now how often does this happen in the real 
world? By the way, were you aware that a 
company can legitimately put sawdust in its 
cereal and call it fiber rich? It's true! 

Do you ever feel that if you hear the word 
"solidarity" one more time that you'll put your 
fist through the television set? This is apparently 
the first word Gene Upshaw learned in strike 
school. This, of course, goes hand in hand with 
"bargaining table" in the hip lingo of the unions 
these days. The unions need new labels for these 
words before we all go crazy. 

Incidentally, if there's anybody who truly 
understands how the stock market and / or the 
commodities market works, then write a letter to 
me and let me in on it. I've watched Trading 
Places about 32 times and have yet to figure out 
what the hell is going on. I guess it's kind of like 
hockey. I watched that for a while, too, and have 
yet to figure out the rules of the game. 

Well, time to go. Keep your eyes open and 
drop us a line when you see something that 
bothers you. After all, this is your paper, so let's 
show some solidarity here! Who knows, you 
might get to see it in print. 

Now you know-....... 
Did you know that St. Nikolaus (Santa Claus) 

visits children in West Germany on Dec. 6, 
leaves candy and fruit in the shoes of good boys 
and girls, but leaves switches in the shoes of bad 
boys and girls? 
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Letters to the editor 

InterCOM praised, student opinion 
Halloween volunteers thanked • given, 

Dear Editor, 
Hats off to the editorial and other staff of Inter

COM ! The scope of reportage, Bragg's positivism, and 
the design elements make it the best issue to date 
(that's the November issue). After all these years, we're 
lucky to have a student publication which reflects 
some of the spirit and diversity of our campus. Thanks 
again. 

Dear Editor, 

Tony Pfeiffer 
Continuing Education Coordinator 

Any school newspaper, be it high school or college, 
reflects the image of that school to the community at 
large. Your latest edition of lnterCOM, in particular 
your column on opinions, portrays COM as a bastion 
of stupidity and ignorance. 

Your opinion that general issues such as I ran and 
safe sex are "fun "topics that require funny answers has 
me wondc:ring if you're not a child posing as an adult . 

I don't know why you consider "nuking" Iran a 
general issue; nor do I know why safe sex is something 
that amuses you- with cafeteria food, I can sympathize. 
I could understand your reactions if you were about IO 
or 11 years old; but being a high school graduate 
(presumably), I would expect you to deal with these 
very pertinent issues in a manner befitting someone 
with at least a vestige of intelligence. 

Instead of devoting your time and energy to 
researching opinions on "fun" topics, why don't you 
begin by asking for resolutions to the problems of Iran 
and A IDS? These are very real issues that must be 
resolved by every single one of us . To make light of 
them is to portray your own lack of intelligence; and 
isn't that the reason why these problems are looming 
upon us in the first place? Through our own ignorance 
and misunderstanding we failed to see that Iran was a 
power to be reckoned with; and that Al DS was not 
just a "gay" disease. 

It is to be hoped that through the knowledge gained 
in college and through life's experiences, we all will 
become more responsible in our approach and handling 
of the problems that dim the existence of a bright 
future for all of us. It is too late to begin discussing in 

an intelligent manner, the topics that are rending apart 
our society today. The responses to such questions 
should be overwhelming. Has it not oft been quoted 
that to "ask a stupid question, you get a stupid 
answer?" Ask an intelligent question and everyone has 
an opinion to share. Dianne Piri 

COM student 

The questions themselves do not dictate the responses. 
True, the "Should we nuke Iran?" question could be 
considered flippant, but what about the others? They 
were straight forward questions that elicited the 
"ignorant" answers you object to. - Editor 

Dear Editor, 
Many people took part in conducting the Hallo

ween event on campus this year. The amount of time 
committed to help with it ranged from a few hours 
running a booth to months of advance work prepar
ing for the haunted house. All of the help proved to 
make it quite a successful event. Close to 1,600 people 
enjoyed a safe but fun Halloween here at College of the 
Mainland. 

I would like to thank all the groups who helped. 
Thanks to Phi Theta Kappa who ran a food booth and 
helped with games, the COM Amigos, Texas Nursing 
Association and the Black Student Union for their 
food booths. Thanks to the Student Activities Board 
for the games booths, the COM Club primarily for 
creating and conducting the haunted house, and the 
theater staff for allowing us to use their props and 
smoke machines. Thanks to the COM press and Pub
lic Information for advertising, the Non-Print media 
and Maintenance for setting up the event, as well as the 
Police Academy and Welding Department for their 
assistance. Thanks to the art staff who let us use their 
skeleton, Security for keeping the event safe, the many 
local food establishments for providing food and cou
pons, as well as Bay Printer Stationers, Danforth 
Hospital and Wal-Mart for donating supplies and Jim 
Higgins, director of COM Public Information for 
photo work. 

Thanks everyone for your help. 
Maryann Urick 

Coordinator of Recreational Programs 

CLEPing: Students bypass classes 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Editor 

Due to student interest in the CLEP program, the 
Inter COM staff has decided to rerun this article fr9m 
the April /987 issue. 

There are five general areas of study covered by the 
CLEP tests. They are social sciences and history, natu
ral science, math, humanities and English. A student 
can earn college credit from more than 2,000 colleges 
and universi_ties, with certain predetermined scores, 
called cut scores, being designated to represent A's, B's 
and C's. These are recommended scores, with each 
school using them to establish their own cut scores, 
which may vary slightly from school to school. 

"The CLEP tests are important because they save 
the student time and money, but also because they 
reward the student for his or her previous study expe
rience," explained Roy Walker, chief examiner and 
counselor at Mainland Counseling and Appraisal 
Center. "Many students benefit from the academic 
boost they receive, even IJ\Ore so than from the time 
and financial considerations. It keeps them excited 
and interested in school." 

I, for one, would have to agree. If you are interested 
in finding out more about the CLEP tests, contact the 

Counseling and Appraisal Center at ext. 324. It's 
worth the effort. , 

So you're sitting in class, your mind wandering 
because you already know what the teacher is talking 
about. At some time in your life, you've already 
covered everything in this class. You scribble in your 
book, your eyelids droop, or you stare into space. 
Your classmates think you have the IQ of a handball. 
Sound familiar? That was me in my freshman English 
class here at College of the Mainland. Finally, my 
instructor, Mrs. Jo Ann Pevoto, came to my rescue. 
"Why don't you CLEP out of this course, Michael?" 
she asked. "You seem to know this material, so why 
waste your time?" 

I took the College Level Examination Program 
(CLEP) te~ts and saved myself a semester of excru
ciating boredom and tedium. By passing the CLEP 
test, I was allowed to enter a sophomore level English 
literature class, which is· infinitely more challenging 
and interesting., 

What exactly are the CLEP tests? 
The program was originally developed to aid the 

G I's returning from World War II who had their edu
cations interrupted by the war. The tests allowed them 
to ease back into the academic mainstream, and gave 
them credit for things they learned in the military_ 
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Spirit of Christmas past lasts 

Journalism student Eleanor Downs pauses while 
proofreading lnterCOM copy. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Staff Reporter 

Christmas of '42 was greeted with mixed feelings . A 
scattering of uniforms changed the Christmas scene. 

Four soldiers , two sailors and one marine joined the 
young people of our church to go caroling. Our group 
of young adults was organized according to voice 
range and sang a prearranged list of carols. 

We heralded our approach by swinging a leather 
strap with bells attached . Caroling finished, we would 
end up at the church for hot chocolate and homemade 
hot doughnuts served by the Men's Club. 

Christmas of '42 was the first Christmas affected by 
World War 11. Rationing of sugar and meat, among 
other things, didn't put a damper on our celebration . 
Sugar had been saved for special treats, and hard 
candy was available in limited amounts. 

As always at our house that Christmas, the tree was 
decorated after the children were in bed . An antique 
electric train and viliage were set up under the tree. 
Ornaments were simple. A few breakable ornaments 

Voices needed for COM choir 
By ST ACY GILBERT 
Staff Reporter 

"I like working with 18 to 20-year-olds. I like watch
ing young people grow and find themselves with 
music . I think people who sing are healthier emMion
ally," Hope Shiver, director of the choir at the College 
of tire Mainland, commented . 

"College of the Mainland choirs are making a spe
cial re4uest," Shiver wrote in a memo to arts and 
humanities faculty. "Needed: Youthful. vivacious. 
sexy, singers of both sexes. But most definitely, we 
need men. Scholarships arc available. We travel." 

"I have never met anyone who couldn't sing." Shiver 
said. Students currently enrolled in choir have a var
iety of majors from nursing to business. "Choir is a 
great social experience." 

COM has three choirs students can join: the COM 
Singers, tiil! Studio Singers and the Mainland Cho
rale . COM Singers is a formal concert ensemble that 
performs mainly traditional chorale music, while the 
Studio Singers is a popular music ensemble that per
forms a variety of music from top 40 to country and 

pop . The Mainland Chorale is a community choir 
made up of people "who love to sing." 

Each choir class is one (lab) credit and there arc no 
re4uirements except singing, Shiver said. 

All the choirs perform concerts in and around the 
Houston area. 

The COM Singers and the Studio Singers will per
form the Messiah Dec. I, in the Student Center at 
7:30 p.m. As part of the performance there will be a 

· Sing-a-long, which Shiver hopes to make a tradition at 
COM. Admission will be $3. Studio Singers will usher. 

During the spring semester the choirs will perform 
for thousands of Vietnamese-Americans at the Albert 
Thomas Convention Center in celebration of Tet, the 
Vietnamese New Year observed in February. 

Approximately 20 choir students toured through 
four southern states during the 1987 summer semester. 
The students had several fundraisers to finance the 
tour, and netted about $4,000. Shiver doesn't plan 
another tour until the summer of 1989. She hopes the 
choir students will be able to raise enough to tour 
Europe or Mexico. 

Gander contest makes no mistake 
By LYNELLE WARD 
Staff Reporter 

Before lnterCOM was reborn in October 1986, 
College _ of the Mainland's student newspaper was 
called The Gander. As you may have noticed, we have 
no ganders on this campus, only ducks. But who wants 
to call a newspaper "The Duck." 

This paper only survived two semesters, but dur~ng 
that time it created quite a reputation for itself. Most 
students and the faculty can give elaborate stories and 
several opinions on the paper. 

Dr. Bill Spillar, chairman of the Arts and Humanities, 
noted one particular occasion when The Gander was 
released and apparently not edited. Numerous mistakes 
were found in the paper before it was distributed on 
campus, but since it had already been printed, nothing 
could be done to correct the typos. 

After much thought and consideration it was decided 
the only possible solution would be to fake it and say 
the mistakes were intentional. Dr. Spillar made an 
announcement on campus that the paper was spon
soring a contest. Whoever discovered the most mistakes 
would be the winner. 

To the amazement of Dr. Spillar and The Gander 
advisor, Kathy Thomas, very few people entered the 
... umest. The paper happily, according to Ur. :Sp111ar, 
was able to save face. If you 're wondering who won the 
contest, Dr. Spillar says he doesn't know. No one 
seems to· remember the name. It's doomed to be 
another COM mystery. 

This story was forgotten until just recently, and this 
the first time the truth has been told to the student 
body. Who knows thousands of untold stories may be 
dug up in the future and added to the unending history 
of COM. 

from previous years were hung high on the tree out of 
reach of busy little hands , but strings of popcorn, 
cranberries and paper chains predominated. 

After church on Christmas Day of '42 most families 
in addition to people.who lived alone took in members 
of the armed forces to help share the holiday dinner. 

That year children's gifts were usually needed arti
cles of clothing, if they could be obtained . Money was 
plentiful in 1942, but store stock was short. My father 
made toys for the neighborhood children so that a toy 
could be included in the Christmas stocking along with 
an orange, nuts and some hard candy. 

Because we lived in Buffalo, N.Y., we spent the 
afternoon of Christmas Day playing in the snow or 
sledding. For kids lucky enough to have skates, there 
was outdoor ice skating. 

With Christmas over most of the servicemen returned 
to their units replaced bY. a new batch home for New 
Year's Eve. 

New Years Day 1943 ushered in another year ~fwar. 

J,J*Ho ween ftick 
iio treat fol' Tc 

By BEBE USING 
Staff Reporter ' 

Toxic Stew is a Halloween ''treat" Texas City 
residents. will not .soon forget . . Av<:>ldjng this 

,, wit¢hJs· brew. \Va$ a ,;eat tdck.af !iYd rofluoric 

~ttift§\li~ 
· ri.h~Y ~ fow thousa.nd poullds ',9:f hytirot1u9ric 
. ~~id\iaporlzed into tb.e atmQsJ~,ir~fpittJnghouse . 

. ti1~:i:la1i:t;;r~;~;:c~~?!~!~~~t]~;:~;.~~r. 

Attention unemployed Vets 
The U.S. Government has $20,000,000 for Korean 

and Vietnam unemployed war veterans. 
Veterans must register no later than Dec. 31, 1987. 

For more information call (713) 664-4664. 
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The perils and pleasures Of tomcatting about 
The Unknown Reporter 
Staff Reporter 

Wednesday. Nov. 19, 1987. 
Greetings. you are entering the world of the known. 

If you are a person who craves adventure then con
tinue reading if you are not. keep reading anyway. 

My name is Unknown Reporter and along with my 
partner in controlled chaos. one 8.8. Blues, another 
lnterCO M reporter,we will lead you into an account of 
one day of our uncharted lives. We are investigative 
reporters investigating matters fully not to be denied. 

The day starts with a bank withdrawal, and from 
here I go pick up Blues. but not before picking 

up bourbon. 
We consume the spirits on the way to a local univer

sity. Here, after I fill out a two-day itinerary for the 
spring. Blues and I wander about searching for no 
particular woman. No luck . 

We decide to migrate to a downtown eatery which 
has great food and nice women. We eat and exchange 
pleasantries as well as numbers with two nice females. 

So far so good. 
Blues and I figure-its time to hit a watering hole. 

Bear in mind, we are downtown in the fourth most 
populated city in America, therefore seedy surround
ings are the rule . Oh well, no pain no gain. 

Leaving fear behind we head to a downtown dive 
beckoned by a woman of dubious origin. It is here we 
find a fountain of knowledge, a virtual sage named 
Mike. The man elaborates on matters of world conse
quence. He is a Socrates of the '80s and thus with great 
pain but only two brews Blues and I break away. 

But why was Mike wearing houses hoes and a hospi
tal band on his wrist? Hmmm? 

We stumble into another fine hole-in-the-wall and 
promptly slam four Spud's specials. The entertain
ment here is a street person offering us gold invest
ments (in various chains and necklaces) as well as crop 
interests of what must be Colombian origin (you know 
Justice Ginsberg tobacco). Let's leave downtown. 

We hit the southwest side like a "tsnunami"(tidal
wave) not stopping until we hit a sushi bar. Here we 

Take tests for what they are 
By BERTA 0. BRAGG 
Assistant Editor 

fype A people commonly experience test anxiety. 
Some use their anxiety for motivation and ooncentration 
for the task-at-hand. But many people become so 
anxious about taking tests that they cannot even sit 
down to study. They may experience clamy palms, 
.heart palpitations or even dizziness during the test. 

Dr. James Papsdorf, a psychologist, conducts 
programs at the University of Michigan to help 
students mentally prepare for tests. He developed a 
technique students can use to combat the negative 
thinking that may cause anxiety which interferes with 
effective test-taking. 

As he explains it, it has to do with the right and left 
hemospheres of the brain. The right hemosphere of the 
brain handles emotions and the left hemosphere 
processes information. 

When we become anxious while studying or during 
a test, the right brain takes over and it then blocks 
access to the information on the left. This process 
disrupts and disorganizes one's performance. 

Test anxiety is generally experienced as an inability 
to think clearly, in spite of adequate preparation, and 
should be acknowledged as separate from the more 
realistic ability appraisal of the person being tested, 
according to Rose Oliver, Ph.D at the Institute for 
Advanced Study in Rational Psychotherapy and adjunct 
professor at Queensborough Community College in 
New York. 

She explains, "Some irrational beliefs that maintain 
test-anxiety are the fear of failure, self downing, 
perfectionism, need for approval, blocking or low 
frustration tolerance ... " and what she refers to as 
"double-trouble" which is anxiety about getting 
test-anxiety. 

Whenever you feel these negative attitudes creeping 
up on you, stop! Ask yourself, for example, "What if I 
don't make an A on this test, will someone take me 
captive and pull out my toenails, or put me away for 
life?" Force yourself to see the realistic purpose of this 
test and maintain that calm attitude while studying 
and during the test. 

decide not to drink beer, so we drink Coors. A 
Hawaiian realtor asks us our housing opinion of the 
area. After careful thought we lie. Due to our island 
buddy's persistance we vow to meet him at a local 
gentlemen's club. Do we go? Not hardly. 

On to West U and the Village area. As the sun sets 
we meander about the many street cafes exchanging 
flirtateous glances with several of Yuppyville's cuties. 

As dark approaches we ramble into a popular sports 
bar and drain a pitcher, but not before a minor ·con
frontation with a registered bafoon. 

The ride home is perpetual gridlock in the bumper 
to bumper traffic. Details of the evening are sketchy at 
this point if not downright incriminating. Needless to 
say the opposite gender and unscrupulous acts were 
involved. 

These are the expressed written views of two of 
lnterCOM 's daring vet somewhat normal reporters, 
and any reenactment of said events may cause exten
sive bodily harm and make them susceptible to regret. 

Are you ready for Thursday? 

Tennis champs 
COM students Tim Lucas, (left) and Joey 
Basher took first place in tennis doubles at the 
Gulf Coast Intercollegiate conference Sports 
Day held at Alvin College Nov.18. Eight schools 
participated. (Photo by Maryann Urick). 

When women allow love to lead to obsession 
By BERT A 0. BRAGG 
Assistant Editor 

"When most of our conversations with intimate friends 
are about him, his problems, his thoughts, his feelings. 
When nearly all our sentences begin with 'he,' we are 
loving too much. 

"When we excuse his moodiness, bad temper, 
indifference or put-downs as problems of his unhappy 
childhood. And we try to become his therapist, we are 
loving too much." 

Jean M. Roy, a family therapist with Family Service 
Center of Galveston County, was the speaker at the 
Women's Brown Bag meeting Oct. 15. She discussed 
the best-selling book Women Who Love Too Much 
written by Robin Norwood. 

"When we read a self-help book and underline 
passages that we think would help him, we are loving 
too much," Roy continues to read from the book. 

"When we don't like many of his basic characteristics, 
values, or behaviors, but put up with them thinking 
that if we're only more attractive and loving enough 
he11 want to change for us, we are loving too much. 

"When our relationship jeopardizes our emotional 
well·being and perhaps even our physical health and 
safety, we are definitely loving too much." 

Roy adds, "If you recognize yourself in any of the 
previous phrases from the book, don't panic, because 

it is a common experience for many, many, women. 
Only when this kind of relationship becomes obsessive 
it becomes a problem. 

"It is when changing him becomes our main focus in 
life that we lose 01:1rself for the relationship. 

"Like the alcoholic, recognition is the hardest part 
of freeing yourself of the addiction or obsession," Roy 
points out. 

"Obsession is rooted in the fear ... , in this case, of 
being alone, unloved, or ignored. This turns into a 
destructive cycle of not, getting, but working even 
harder to get it. Working at giving in order to get it 
back, and you realize you can't, it usually results 
in anger and resentment," Roy observes. 

Roy continues there are relationships when both 
people are dependent, in which case both feed into this 
cycle. As \in alcoholism each is enabling the other to 
continue this unhealthy and unhappy cycle. 

In this obsession Roy emphasizes, "Sooner or later 
you won't be able to function because so much of your 
life is based on focusing only on him, him, him. By 
then you've lost yourself - you don't know who you 
are, or what you'd like to do. 

"Recovery from this syndronme involves changing 
from a woman who loves too much, to a woman who 
loves herself. This process begins with the recognition 

of some of the patterns in order to do something about 
them," the therapist says. 

Roy explains that this syndrome usually begins 
with the dysfunctional family, in which there is no 
discussion of root problems. "Secretiveness abounds," 
she says, "and everyone has a role in the family and 
keeps it. 

"Denying your real feelings and thus losing your 
sense of self, you learn vagueness and confusion about 
your own feelings. 

"If as a child you were not nurtured you tend to 
subconsciously look for someo~e who is unavailable · 
and try to make this person love you and you don't 
even notice the others," Roy relates. 

In many cases women who are in a bad relationship, 
don't realize it because they may have a very passionate 
one, and as the book points out, Roy adds, "comfortable 
lasts, yearning and fantasy don't. 

"A healthy relationship takes two healthy individuals 
who nurture and love each other equally, and respect 
the other's differences," the therapist says. 

Roy hopes to generate a support group for women 
with this type of problem to meet at COM. If you think 
you may be interested or would like more information 
call, Roy or leave your name and number at either of 
these numbers: (409) 938-4814 in Texas City, (409) 
7 62-8636 in Galveston or (713) 534-7892 in Dickinson. 
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A ward winning instructor 

Dr. Hubisz envisions future 
By BEBE USING 
Staff Reporter 

From astronomy to electricity and light, physics 
instructor Dr. John L. t-Iubisz has a magnetism of his 
own. Since 1971 he has been fulfilling his "opportunity 
to teach" and benefiting College of the Mainland stu
dents with two programs of physics, regular and 
"CRISP." 

CR ISP is an acronym for Continuous Registration, 
Individualized, Self-paced and Programmed. About 
20 percent of his students use the CRISP method, 
perhaps because of day-care problems or shiftwork or 
other extenuating circumstances. 

Dr. Hubisz may yet defy physics by bending over 
backwards to help accomodate students and their 
situations. "This approach (CR ISP) is not for eve
ryone, but if you don't mind a little extra work with a 
little more detail we can see to it that you will get a 
solid course to meet any school's requirement. No 
person can be considered educated without having 
studied physics. In other countries this education beg
ins in the sixth grade.·• 

As organizer of the Physics Faire which encourages 
students, kindergarten through sixth grade, to create 
and enter projects for judging, Dr. Hubisz hopes to 
reinstate physics in the "science" curriculum. 

Recently Dr. Hubisz was honored by the American 
Association of Physics Teachers for outstanding con
tributions to physics in higher education in Texas. He 
received the "Robert N. Little Award" at the associa
tiOf! 's fall meeting. 

Dr. Hubisz and his wife Jola, who teaches Adult 
Basic Education at COM, have brought into their 

home several children since 1975. Most of the children 
are Vietnamese, and undoubtedly inspired by the 
Hubiszes, have gone on to graduate from college. 

Dr. Hubisz feels population problems are politically• 
motivated. "Ethiopia used to grow enough food to 
export. The same type of political starvation happened 
to many of my relatives in the Ukraine. The more 
people we have, the more ideas we have to solve 
problems." 

Dr. Hubisz believes that in the future most people 
will live in space habitats. "It will be much more com
fortable and contain abun<fant resources." Even now, 
the economy could be encouraged by spin-off jobs 
related to the space program, a lunar base and also the 
super collider. "One $20 billion 10,000-megawatt
solar-power satellite could supply the Houston
Galveston-Dallas-San Antonio-New Orleans a·rea 
with almost pollution-free energy and serve as a base 
for operating and living in space. This cost will come 
down drastically as more satellites come on line," Dr. 
Hubisz foresees. 

"Satellites in orbit could beam down microwave 
energy to receiving stations on earth and either sell 
power through private enterprise or as a municipal 
endeavor. A receiving station could be out in the Gulf 
orin some wide open spaces of which we have many in 
Texas. The land or sea could still be used for other 
purposes," Dr. Hubisz explained. 

"You need energy to cause anything to happen. Any 
human advancement needs energy sources. Human 
energy conversion of food is only 20-25 percent effi
cient. The rest is pollution. You have biological, physi
cal and chemical energy." 

Dr. John _Hubisz, COM physics instructor, displays 
plaque ofRobert N. Little Award he received for his 
outstanding contributions to physics in higher educa
tion in Texas. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

When askcrl whether living in a space habitat would 
mean being jogged around every time a supply vehicle 
docked or took off, Dr. Hubisz replied, "No. Noticea
ble vibration will only occur if the masses are of the 
same order of magnitude. Space ships will be less 
massive than space communities." 

He is also a member of the American Space Foun
dation. Some of the advancements space development 
can provide, according to Dr. Hubisz, include satellite 
communication which brings the world closer together 
and increases international understanding. Also, satel
lites can monitor disarmament treaties and prevent 
surprise attacks and may end the threat of nuclear war. 

Proper preparation ensures good test results 
By BERTA 0. BRAGG 
Assistant Editor 

Tests are one of the main topics of conversation 
around school. One of the most anxiously asked ques
tions is "Are you ready for this test?" 

It's possible that we ask this question to reassure 
ourselves that we're not alone. The old adage "misery 
loves company" alleviates some of this pretest 
anxiety. 

Those of us who have botched a test when we knew 
· the material, also know that there is more to taking a 
test than meets the eye. 

According to experts, doing your best on a test 
depends on how you study, your pshychological prep
aration and finally what methods you use while taking 
the test. 

Studying has to be done the right way in order to do 
your very best on. tests. That includes keeping up with 

_ the assigned reading and the timely reviewing of your 
notes. 

Have you ever left your lecture notes till another day 
and found that your handwriting looked as if you had 
written them with your eyes shut? Going over your 
notes while the material is still fresh in your mind will 
help you make sense of the illegible jumble. 

Alas, test time draws near and you have neglected to 
do either of the two previously mentioned steps. Don't 
start feeling guilty. Psychologists advise that guilt may 
cause you to lose sleep and this will only serve to ignite 
a panic cycle. 

Figure out what you need to study. And set up a 
study schedule, but take a break when you stop 
absorbing the material. 

Don't try to read all of your notes at one sitting or 
try to memorize all the fine details. A void overwhelm
ing your memory. 

As you study your notes, underline or highlight 
important points for quick reference when you review 
them just before the test. 

If you procrastinate studying until the last minute, 
don't even consider trying to read the entire book. 
Instead read the table of contents which is usually a 
good basic outline of the material. Then page through 
the chapters reading all the headings and subheads. If 
you have the time go back and read the introductory 
paragraphs _in the chapters. 

However, it's important that you avoid those last
minute, all-night-cram sessions. Study, yes, but also 
get a good-night's sleep. Recent research on sleep and 
study has shown that sleep helps to seal in informa-

tion, helping you to retain more of the material 
studied. 

So, you've studied and slept but you're still uptight 
before the test. Experts claim that low-level tension is 
normal under these circumstances. It may even serve 
to improve your performance by making you more 
alert. 

When test day arrives get to class a little early and 
allow yourself time to relax before reviewing your 
notes. Take a few deep, slow breaths, close your eyes 
and picture yourself in a very pleasant situation. 

If you reach a more difficult or complex problem, 
resist the impulse to skip it. Break it down into smaller 
problems or steps and solve them one by one. If after 
giving this a good try you 're still stuck move on. Come 
back to it if you still have time at the end of the test. 
You may find that, with the test finished and the 
pressure off, you may remember the material more 
easily. 

Should you guess at a question if you don't know the 
answer? If there is no penalty you have more to gain 
than to lose. 

Maintaining a positive attitude in addition to fol
lowing the study and test taking suggestions, should 
net you a good grade on your test. 

COM art gallery showcases faculty artwork 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland is currently exhibiting 
works by faculty members and their guests through 
Dec. 18. 

"Second Biennial College of the Mainland Faculty 
Selects" features works by faculty members Odette 
Rubin, Betty Yancy, Mona Marshall, Stella Dobbins, 
James Templer and Judy Boh Blossman. In addition 
works by invited guests Beth Eidelberg, Trish Simo
nite, Julie Bozzi, Lucas Johnson, Derek Boshier and 

Deborah Ainslie Ellington are also on display. 

Marshall's and Tempter's works are heavily influ
enced by the Texas Gulf Coast area. Tempter's "Beach 
Fragments On Landscape#4"and Marshall's "Mc Barrens 
XV" immediately command attention because of their 
size and intensity. While both artists share an interest 
in the region, Marshall focuses on the unspoiled back 
areas while Tempter's interest is the beach area in 
Galveston with the blue skies and glitzy buildings. 

Dobbin's watercolors "Foreign Resonances" and 
"Elephant Still Life" demand close inspection. The 

intriguing patterns of the backdrop draw attention to 
the objects which tend to take on a three-dimensional 
quality. · 

The guest artists inject a great deal of excitement 
with creative works such as Simonite's "Moon Cycles/ 
Fragmentation Series-Ageing." This is a silver gelatin 
print with hand applied color for a very unique look. 

The diversity of the I 2 artists represented is sure to 
provide something to please everyone's taste. The 

. COM Art Gallery is loca,ted at the rear of the Fine Arts 
Building. Hours are from 1-5 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday. · 



Dobbins' painting on billboard 
Continued from Page 1 

How big? Try a forty-eight feet by fourteen feet 
billboard featuring one of her prints. The billboard 

Stella Dobbins, art instructor and art gallery director 
at COM, with work currently on display in gallery. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Bryant takes stand 
Continued from Page 1 
letter grade. Students who opt for a letter grade in 
H PE go to class for the same nur!lber of contact hours 
as students in three-credit-hour classes, but receive only 
one hour of credit. 

will be placed in a busy Houston location where it will 
be seen by an audience of millions over a six-month 
period. Thjs is truly Texas big. 

Dobbins is one of three artists selected in a competition 
sponsored by Patrick Media Group of Houston, the 
nation's largest outdoor: advertising company. The 
purpose of the program, according to Patrick Media, 
is to "stimulate a greater public awareness of the visual 
arts, and to provide a medium for the growth and 
development of local artists." 

"It's exciting to be in front of so many eyes," 
Dobbins says of the super canvas. It's affecting 
me ... I'm thinking larger, this has pushed me into a 
different direction," she said. 

The billboard will feature a copy of Dobbin's 
painting "Foreign Resonances, #2" which is a permanent 
addition to the collection of Texas A&M University of 
Galveston. 

The most difficult technical problem for Dobbins 
was deciding how to crop her picture to fit the format 
of the billboard. "The process is interesting," she 
commented on the creation of the super canvas. "The 
billboard will actually be painted." 

,, Dobbins was choosen for the award, along with the 
• area· artists Mary Haslip and Robert Ziebell, from a 

group of 450 entries. 

The competition . ,was juried by Allen Hackl in, 
director, GlasseH School of Art; Neil Printz, curator, 
Menil Collection; Caroline Huber, co-director, Diverse 
Works Inc.; and Marti Mayo, director, Blaffer 
Gallery. 

"I play around with illusion," Dobbins says. She 
likes to "make realistic objects appear abstractly." 

Two of Dobbins' works may be seen at the exhibit 
on display at the eoM Ga:tteryttrrougtrDec. 18. 
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r--------------------~ STUDENT ACTIVITIES 
Circle your response. 
I. Are you a FULL-TIME or 

PART-TIME student? 
2. Are your courses DAY or 

NIGHT courses? 
3. Do you attend activities or 

performances scheduled 
during college hour? 

4. What types of 
entertainment would you like 
scheduled for college hour? 
- lectures? 
- groups / bands? 
- variety shows? 
--musicians? 

5 . Would you like more 
sports events? 

6. Are you interested in 
intercollegiate activities? 

7. Have you attended our 
movie series? 

8. What type of movies would 
you like? 
- Comedy? 
- Drama? 
-- Romance? 
- Adventure? 

9. Have you attended COM 
picnics? 

10. Do you like the location, 
Carbide Park? 

11. Have you attended any of 
the dances sponsored by 
Student Activities Board? 

12. Would you like a live band 
playing at the next dance? 

13. What type of music do you 
like'I 
--Rock? 
- Pop R,ock / Top 40? 
- Jazz? 
- Soul? 

YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 

YES . NO 

YES NO 

Pleasedrop your completed questionnaire into the suggestion 
-I box located in the Student Center. 
I If you have any comments or suggestions please contact Eva 
I Neinas at 938-1211 Ext. 422. 

I 

~--------------------J 
On one hand, the college prospects states that the 

college is "to assist the student to increase his knowledge 
and understanding of his body, enlarge his regard for 
it, and improve his ability and desire to maintain it and 
improve it," but on the other hand, the actions of the 
administration seem to contradict this statement. The 
majority of the HPE courses are taught by part-time 
personnel. Also, there is no intercollegiate athletic 
program here, despite the fact that COM has the facili
ties to support one. 

Volumes of videos at COM-Library 

"The administration must stand up and say that the 
body is just as important as the mind," Bryant com
mented. "Did you know that physical education isn't 
even a required course in programs such as child 
development, fire protection technology and emergency 
medical technician training? You would think that 
these courses would require at least a fundamental 
physical education class as part of their degree 
requirements, but they don't. 

"There exists a dichotomy here at COM as far as the 
mind versus body issue is concerned. All I'm asking is 
for this institution to educate the whole individual, not 
just the mind. The individual's well being is greatest 
when he or she is physically, mentally and emotionally 
fit, and that's a proven fact," Bryant said. 

I would hope that COM someday recognizes the 
value of the H PE department and stop trivializing the 
physical aspect of education. John Dewey, in his book 
Democracy and Education, states the belief that 
"integjation, not segregation, is true democracy." 

Perhaps the administration will eventually come to 
believe this, too. 

Smoke Out debated 
Continued from Page 1 
meeting said the statement in the Galveston Daily 
News was inaccurate." 

COM student Russell Lytle questioned the 
appropriateness of discussing the smoking issue at this 
time. "Talking about clean air,'·' he said, "We do live in 
Texas City!" 

By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Staff Reporter 

Are y·ou one of those students who missed Cesar 
Chavez speak on Oct. 14? If so, you can still hear his 
presentation. Just head over to the library media 
center. 

"If you missed a special event that has occurred on 
campus, you can be sure it is on video cassette, along 
with many movies, books, lectures and general infor
mation," said Jerry Anderson, director of the College 
of the Mainland Media Service Department. 

Sparky Koerner jazzes things up. 
(Photo by Ro~ Bertothy' 

The Media Service Department, located in the 
library in the Learning Resources Center, is headed by 
three specialists: Walter Kessler, graphics; Jerome 
Drewry, technical equipment; and Phil Johnson, pho
to/ video. Secretary Mary Lou Eidelback helps keep 
this department functioning smoothly. 

COM now owns a 5,632-piece collection O\ films, 
video cassettes and slides. COM also rents media to 
keep the collection updated. "We found out that it's 
cheaper to rent than buy," Anderson said. These 
resources are available to faculty, students and 
members of the community. 

Kessler does most of the artwork for COM and· 

desi_gns on the computer. He also uses an infrared 
process for silk screen designs on T-shirts for the Phys-
ical Education Department. So far, 31 silk screen 
designs have been made. Kessler also laminates pos
ters, according to ,Anderson. 

The media staff puts together the library display, 
which is located in the foyer. Anderson said the display 
is changed every month, filmed, recorded and put into 
a scrapbook. 

Many departments use slides, filmstrips and videos. 
instance, if you want to improve your golf swing or 
watch an exercise program, visit the audio-visual 
media center, Anderson said. ''They are more than 
willing to help you in the selection and use of the. 
equipment." 

Drewry keeps all the media equipment in good · 
working order, while secretary Eidelbach keeps inven
tory and schedules requests for the audio-visual pack
ages and equipment. The equipment is stored throughout 
the campus for easier and faster serviceto the classrooms. 

The teaching auditorium, Room L 131, is equipped 

; to sh,o~ ll?,OVies, ,vid~os, ~lid~ shows. and telecon.f~re~ces. 
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What's Happenin 
cert tCO 

The Annual Fall Concert, featuring the COM Sin
gers, and the COM Jazz Ensemble, will be held Tues
dliy, Dec. 15. 

The concert is at 7:30 p.m. in the Fine Arts Building, 
Recital Hall (RM Fl 17). Admission is free. 

The performance includes "a true variety show and 
will consist of many types of music: classic, jazz, pop 
and gospel," Hope Shiver said. 

Shiver is the director of the COM Singers and Stu-

dio Singers and Sparky Koerner is director of the 
COM Jazz Ensemble. Fo.r moreinformation see Hope 
Shiver (Ext. 348). 

0 
• 
l e t 

President Larry Stanley invites students to contribute 
toys and non-perishable food items to be distributed 
by College of the Mainland employees Dec. 18. 

Donations may be brought to the president's office 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. frdm now to Dec. 18. 

Student activities calendar 
By MICHAEL DeLaCRUZ lninclementweatherperformances 

Musicians and other performers will be held in the Student Center. 
will perform outside during Col- For more information, contact 
lege Hour Tuesdays and Thurs- Maryann Urick at (409) 938-1211 
days from 12:30to l:30p.m. ext.418. 

College Rour Specials, Events and Sports 

Dates Activities 

Wednesday, Dec. 9 .•••..•.••.•.. Student Activities Board, Spring planning meeting. 
New ideas from students are welcomed, please call 
ext. 417. 

Wednesday, Dec. 9 •.••.•.•••. , .. Arts sale in the Student Center. 

Thu~day, Dec. IO •••••••••••••• Finals in volleyball leagues. 

Friday, Dec. 11 •..•••.•..•••.•• Free movie, The Secret of Nimh at 7 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec.12 ••••.••..•••.•• The Secret of Nimh at I p.m. for a free showing. 

Monday.Dec. 14 .•.••..•••••••.. Finals :week begins. 

Tuesday, Dec, 15 • , ••••••••••••• COM Jazz Ensemble, COM Singers, and COM 
Studio Singers perform in concert free in the Arts 
Center. Recital Hall. F-117, 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 17 .••••••••••.•• Aerobics workout, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Friday. Dec. 19 .••••...•••••••• Application for short-term loans must be filed by 
this date to insure processing for Credit Registration 
on Jan. 5. 

Saturday,Dec. 19 •••••••••••.••. End of fall semester. 

Monday, Dec. 21 •••••.••.•••••• Grades due in Admissions and Record Office 
by noon. 

Wednesqay. n .. c. 23 •..••••••••.• College closed until Jan. 3. 

Preparation for transferring credits 
By STACY GILBERT 
Staff Reporter 

Many students who attend College of the Mainland 
have plans to transfer to a four-year university. How
ever, they may run into difficulty if they haven't coor
dinated courses they need for an associate's degree at 
COM with courses transferable to another college or 
university. 

Since many four-year universities will not accept all 
credits earned at COM, consult your counselor before 
you register for the next ·semester. He can tell you 
which courses will count toward your degree at COM 
and which courses will transfer. You also will need to 
speak to the counselor at the university to which you 
plan to transfer to make sure the information you 
received is correct. 

Wiren speaking with counselors at other colleges or 

universities, find out which courses offered at COM 
are equivalent to their courses. Some students end up 
repeating courses they've had at COM at the university 
they transfer to because they didn't speak to their 
counselor in advance. 

Another problem students encounter when signing 
u_p for classes at COM is that some classes are offered 
only during certain semesters. You will need to plan 
far enough ahead so you don't miss signing up for such 
a class. 

To transfer to another college students must send a 
transcript of their grades and course credits to that 
college. This process involves going to the COM 
Admissions Office and filling oµt a transcript form 
which costs $1. COM sends the transcript to the col
lege of your choice. 

In a fast-paced society such as ours, it is an asset to 
keep up with technology. This is why College of the 
Mainland's Multidisciplinary Computer Laboratory 
was established. 

This lab gives students the opportunity to gain basic 
knowledge in computer use. A variety of programs are 
available including those to aid course work. 

The MCJ has been in operation for two vears. 
Student usage has increased dramatically during the 
second year, according to the MCL October 1987 
newsletter. Twenty-two computers are available for 
student use. 

The MCL is staffed with experienced personnel wil
ling to help students. The lab is located in the 
Technical-Vocational Building, Room T-320. 

COM says no to 
intercollegiate sports 
By LYNELLE WARD 
Staff Reporter_ 

I've always believed College of the Mainland has 
many excellent extra-curricular activities, but I've 
always wondered why we didn't have teams which 
competed on an intercollegiate level. To my surprise, I 
found we once had teams which did not compete. 

In the early '70s COM participated competitively in 
basketball, volleyball, track and swimming. We even 
had cheerleaders. 

The basketball coach at the time was Jerry Bryant. 
According to several faculty members the team was 
pretty good. Bryant was the coach for five years. 

Without student or faculty discussion or representa
tion the administration, headed by COM President 
Fred Taylor, slowly began to eliminate each of the 
intercollegiate teams. According to Jerry Bryant, bas
ketball coach, only basketball and baseball remained 
when the administration eliminated intercollegiate 
sports. The following year they lowered the ax on 
baseball. 

The administrations explanation for the cuts 
according to Bryant was the high expense, despite the 
fact that COM 's basketball team kept an exceptionally 
low budget each year. The administration also stated 
that the teams had a very poor turnout and that they 
were)ust an elitist group which did not help school 
spirit. In their opinion the teams were just a waste of 
time and money. 

Bryant believes that the return of these teams would 
be of great value to the student body and could help 
school spirit and moral. 

The best way to start, according to Bryant, would be 
with the men's basketball team and through that build 
community support. Approximatly $40,000 would be 
needed to start the return of intercollegiate sports due 
to the expense of equipment, travel and promotion. 

Students and faculty would like to see the return of 
our sports program, however, many believe it would 
be a detriment to start up these old forgotten activities 
because in their opinion sports hurt scholastics. 

Unless we fight for the return of intercollegiate 
sports, I guess some of us will never know. 

COM student wins cash 
Fortune smiled upon College of the Mainland 

student Gerald Morgan, Nov. 20. 
Morgan, a guest disc jockey at a popular local 

radio station, called in sick that day. What 
ensued took his mind off the illness. He called 
back into the station at the right time with the 

· right answers to the contest questions and pock
eted $400. 
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President Larry Stanley poi'nts to areas on his master 
plan map to indicate improvements planned for the 
College of the Mainland campus. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

COMprehensive improvements 

Changes due on campus 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Photography Editor 

Major changes will begin taking place in 1988 in the 
areas of academics, advisement and recruiting as well as 
physical changes of the campus at College of the 
Mainland, President Larry Stanley said in a recent 
interview with lnterCOM. 

"Anyone who comes here and gets a degree ... this 
person will meet minimum, basic literacy standards," 
President Stanley said. He plans to accomplish this goal 
by evaluating present programs and working with the 
dean of Instruction and Student Development, Dr. Donald 
G. Bass, to make improvements over a period of three 
years .. 

"The purpose is to make students more successful," 
the president said. COM hopes to ensure that students are 
prepared for the curriculwn at four-year schools. 

Program and employee evaluations will also be 
utilized to further this goal. "We want to ensure that we 
have quality programs," President Stanley told 
lnterCOM. There will be an increased emphasis on the 
prnfessional development o~ instmctors, and new 
programs are on the way to enhance this. 

Another area of major concern for the president is the 
advisement system at COM. "This is an area that needs 
serious improvement," he said. 

He plans to implement a program that does a much 
better job in terms of staying with students from the 
moment they arrive at COM to the time they receive 
their degrees. The new program will do a better job of 
getting students connected with the right person for the 
right information that they need, President Stanley 
explained. 

Recruiting is another area that has the president 
concerned. "We don't get a large enough number of the 
students graduating from area high schools," he said. 
Students who go away to other schools are not a major 
concern for the president. "I'm mostly worried about 
students who don't go anywhere." Special recruitment 
activities designed to attract recent high school graduates 
will be conducted. 

Physical improvements to the campus will begin to 
take place in 1988. President Stanley has been working 
on long-range plans which take into account the location 
of future buildings as well as better landscaping, covered 
walkways between buildings, irr.provements in and 

See Campus Page 8 

Rear Column marches on despite tedious length 
By FRANK A. PLUSK Set deep in the congo regions of Africa Stanley splits coexist under the stress of survival instincts. 
Staff Reporter the expeditions into two groups. As Stanley's group Each of the five principal actors take full advantage of 

College of the Mainland's Community Theater marches forward to the rescue, the rear column stays the unique opportunity to bask in the tormented glow of 
production of Simon Gray's· The Rear Column premiered behind to protect the bulk of supplies, food and the characters they portray. 
Jan. 21. ammunition. Cliff Mabry plays medic orderly Bonny who seems 

The British playwright's adult African drama deals From the opening scene the audience recognized the aloof to the rigors of survival in a cannibalistic world. 
with the factual account of Henry Morton Stanley's conflicts of interest among the four British patriots and This is in sharp contrast to Brian Myers' frenzied 
famous expedition to the rescue German missionary Dr. the commanding officer. The plot is seasoned wiih portrayal of Troup who is more accustomed to a 
Emin Pasha. twisted quirks and clashes of human emotion forced to See Rear Column Page 8 

Presidential debates 
will air live in LRC 
By KEVIN FRICKE 
Staff Reporter 

On Feb. 18 and 19, College of the Mainland 
will participate in a landmark teleconference featur
ing live debates of the Democratic and Republican 
presidental candidates. The debates are part of the 
College Satellite Network's Election '88 program. 
The teleconference marks the first time presidential 
cont~nders have debated via satellite before thou
sands of students across the nation. 

This teleconference offers student voters a 
chance to view the leading candidates in a forum 
that specifically deals with issues of importance to 
them. 

Democratic contenders will take the stage on 
Thursday, Feb. 18 in Dallas, followed by the Re
publicans on Friday. 

The teleconference takes place on campus in 
Leaming Resource Center Teaching Auditorium 
Ll31. 

Presidential Page 8 COM student Jeff Davis (left) appears with Luis Lemus III in College of the Mainland theater's p~emiere 
production of Simon Gray's The Rear Column. (.Photo by Ron Bertothy) 
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Campus News/Editorials 
New COM cafeteria serves students well 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Photography Editor 

The November 1987 issue of the InterCOM called for 
action on the problem of poor food quality and high pric
es at the College of the Mainland cafeteria. InterCOM 
asked for more responsibility on the part of the food ser
vice management; the college received a new food service 

instead. 
lnterCOM described the poor quality of a meal consist

ing of a cheeseburger, french fries and a Coke costing ap
proximately $3.75. The food was an absolute ordeal to 
consume. Students could not figure out from where the 
beef originated. It ceuainly didn't taste like Texas beef. 
The french fries weren't real french fries, but something 
produced in a machine from dehydrated potatoes. 

"We got rid of the machine," said Kevin Yackly, the 
new owner of the cafeteria and Tugboat's Restaurant. 
"There will be no more fake french fries." 

Yackly also announced that the cafeteria uses only 100 
percent ground chuck which is a much higher quality 
than the beef used by the previous food service. 

Despite the improvements in quality, the price for 
these items has actually decreased. The cheeseburger 
which was $2.25 is now only $1.89. 

But Yackly isn't out to sell a lot of cheeseburgers. Be
tween 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. the staff concentrates their ef
forts on the hot food line and will only take time to 
cook cheeseburgers and such when the line is not very 
busy. He believes that spreading his workforce too thin
ly would compromise his promise of "quality food 
served quickly." 

The food quality is excellent. It compares to any of the 
larger cafeteria chains in the Houston area. The price is 
approximately half of what one might pay for a similar 
meal at a cafeteria, and the food is cooked in small batch
es to ensure freshness. 

The staff is very professional both in appearance and at
titudes. All have previous food service experience and 
most have special schooling. They work under the direc
tion of manager Marty Yackly, Kevin's brother. 

The new cafeteria should go far to stamp out one tradi
tion at COM, driving to Texas City for lunch. Kevin 
Yackly challenges students to take a hard look at what 
they pay for a meal at McDonalds and what they get here 
for that price. 

New cafeteria staff members are Kevin Yackly (left), Fernando Morin and Sherri Roberts. Not pictured is Marty 

"Compare the quality, compare the price, compare the 
service and the nutrition that you are getting," he said. 
He should know, he was once the manager of a McDo
nalds. Yackly. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Martin Luther King Jr. honored with national holiday 
By ST ACY GILBERT 
Staff Reporter 

Martin Luther King Day is the 10th federal holiday 
added to the calendar. On Oct. 19, 1983, congress 
mandated that the third Monday in January would be set 
aside to honor Martin Luther King Jr. 

The holiday was officially celebrated for the first time 
Jan. 20, 1986. 

King, a black American clergyman and Nobel Peace 
Prize winner, led the civil rights movement in the 
United States during the 1950s and 1960s. 

King graduated from Morehouse College in 1948 
when he was 19. Three years later he earned his bachelor 
of divinity degree from Crozer Theological Seminary in 
Rochester, N.Y. Then in 1955 he was awarded a doctor 
of philosophy degree at Boston University, Boston, 
Mass. While King was living in Boston he met and 
married Coretta Scott. 

At Crozer, King developed a fascination for Mahatma 
Gandhi, the Hindu nationalist leader and reformer, who 
influenced King's destiny of leading people in passive 
resistance. 

In 1954, before he completed his doctorate, King 
accepted the pastorate at the Dexter Avenue Baptist 
Church in Montgomery, Ala. 

In 1954 .Rosa Parks, a black woman, refused to give 
up her seat in the front of a bus to a white person. She'd 
had a long day at work and chose not to move. This 
racial incident led King to the leadership of a city-wide 
boycott of the transit company. A year after that incident 

~ourts ruled the Alabama laws of segregation on buses 

unconstitutional. 
In 1963 King and several of his associates were jailed 

after holding a lunch counter sit-in to desegregate 
restaurants, hotels and department stores in Birmingham, 
Ala. While in jail he wrote the "Letter from 
Birmingham Jail." Then on Aug. 28, 1963, King led the 
famous "March on Washington" in support of civil 
rights legislation. 

King was awarded the Noble Peace Prize in 1968, and 
at 35 was the youngest person ever to receive this 
prestigious award. 

King's career was cut short on April 4, 1968, when 
he was shot and killed as he addressed a crowd from the 
balcony at the Lorraine Hotel in Memphis, Tenn. James 
Earl Ray, a white man, pleaded guilty and was sentenced 
to 99 years in prison in March 1969. 

Spring '88 JnterCOM staff pauses for a picture. Standing (from left) Astrid H. Lowery, adviser; Tanya Baker, 
typesetter; Michael Murphy, managing editor; Mark Kennedy, reporter; Derrick Reed, reporter; Frank A. 
Plusk, reporter; and Ron Bertothy, photography editor. Seated (from left) Kevin Fricke, reporter; Cynthia L. 
Klaes, reporter; Berta O. Bragg, assistant editor; St.acy Gilbert, reporter; and Emily Willis, reporter. Not 
pictured Eleanor Downs, reporter; Lisa Major, reporter; and Joe Gatine, reporter. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 



Editor feels 
'left' out-of it 

Michael -.
·•·MurphJ.I,; I 

They say that you don't know what it's like to be a 
minority until you find you are one. Well, meet a 
member of a minority. No, the color of my skin doesn't 
qualify me as a minority, nor does my religion, my 
sexual preference, my political leanings or my economic 
status (such as it is). Yet, I am discriminated against 
every day in most of the things I do. The discrimination 
isn't necessarily blatant or even intentional. No, it's far 
more insidious than that. 

And what, you ask, is my crime against society? I'm 
a lefty. Now those of you who aren't left-handed cannot 
possibly know what it's like. But try to examine life 
from a lefty point of view. 

Everything in our society is geared toward 
right-handers. Television sets, Coke machines, 
microwave ovens, record players and walkman tape 
players. All are designed with rightys in mind. True, it 
isn't too much of a problem for leftys to adjust, it's just 
the fact that we have to. Besides, what about those 
things that are not as easily adjusted to? 

Have you ever seen a left-handed quitar or violin? Just 
try to · find a left-handed can opener or a pair of lefty 
scissors. Or how about a left handed gun? Sure, I know 
you can fire a gun from the left side, but they're all 
designed to be loaded from the right side. 

You would think that any college would be aware of 
these problems, but they're not. At least College of the 
Mainland isn't. The campus bookstore carries no lefty 
notebooks scissors, or rulers (yes, lefty rulers). There are 
no manual pencil sharpeners that I could find to 
accommodate leftys. Plus, if anyone has taken classes in 
the LI 31 Teaching Auditorium, you realize that it wasn't 
built with left-handers in mind. How about a few desks 
for lcftys in the Technical-Vocational Building? 

There are many cultural biases against leftys. It's 
considered to be in bad taste to eat with your left hand. 

For many years, there were no leftys on any teams 
from the Far East in the Little League World Series. 
Why? Their children were not allowed to be left-handed. 

Even the way we speak reflects anti-lefty undertones. 
Have you ever given anyone a left-handed compliment? 
What comes to mind when you think of someone who 
has "two left feet?" And did you know that the word 
"left" comes from the Old English word for "weak." 

Since I am the product (or victim) of Catholic 
schooling these problems are not nearly as acute for me 
as they are for others. I was not allowed to write with 
"the hand of the devil" in the presence of the nuns, so I 
now write and draw right-handed while doing everything 
else lefty. But that doesn't blind me to the problems 
lcftys face. 

So consider the plight of the leftys in society. That's 
all we're asking. You won't see any telethons for us or 
rock stars banding together to illustrate our problems. I 
guess Rodney Dangerfield would say it best, "It ain't 
easy bein' us." 

Did you know? 
The probability of two right-handed parents bearing 
a left-handed child is 0.02 percent. If one parent 
is left-handed the probability of a left-handed 
offspring is . 17, and .46 percent if both are left
handed. 
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· · Lisa Campbell 
Systems Analy~-.... •··· 

Computer Servi~ . •··· 

Woodson, 'Father .of Black History' 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Managing Editor 

"The Negro knows practically nothing of his history 
. .. and if a race has no history, if it has no worthwhile 
tradition, it becomes a negligible factor throughout the 
world, and it stands in danger of extermination." These 
words were written by Carter G. Woodson, who was 
lamenting the erosion of black culture in America. 

Woodson's name is probably not very well known 
among most Americans, but his place in history is 
secure. Woodson, known as "the Father of Black 
History," was one of the greatest authorities on black 
culture and dedicated his life to its preservation. 

Woodson proposed the idea of honoring black 
Americans with a week to celebrate their achievements 
and culture intending to "instill in Afro-Americans a 
sense of pride and accomplishment." This proposal led to 
the establishment of Negro History Week in 1926. 

The great black thinker and writer, W.E.B. Du Bois, 
observed that Woodson "literally made this 
country ... recognize and celebrate each year, a week in 
which it studied the effect which the American Negro has 
upon life, thought and action in the United States." 

Negro History Week coincided with the birthdays of 
Abraham Lincoln (Feb. 12) and Frederick Douglass 
(Feb. 14), the black abolitionist. In establishing the 
celebration, Woodson wanted to recapture the spirit and 
cultural traditions of the early Emancipation 
celebrations., This led to a revival of traditional musical 
genres, particularly Negro spirituals and the blues. 

In the early 1970s, Negro History Week became 
Black History Week · to reflect the rising race 
consciousness of the times. In 1976, the celebration 

became Black History Month. 
The Black History Month celebrations-are sponsored 

by the Association for the Study of Afro-American Life 
and History, an organizationa founded by Woodson in 
1915. Each year the ASALH designates a theme for the 
celebration. This year's theme is "The Constitutional 
Status of Afro-Americans Into the 21st Century." 

Each year, in observance of Black History Month, 
College of the Mainland establishes a display in the 
libq.try. 
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Campus Features 
COM students respond to Greene's magic show 
By DERRICK D. REED 
Staff Reporter 

Well known for his "one dollar to a hundred dollar 
bill trick," magician Charles Greene entertained at 

College of the Mainland's Student Center Jan. 26. 
Before a good-sized crowd, Greene performed such 

tricks as the "migrating" cards trick and the "ropes 
through the body" trick. The card trick consisted of a 
group of cards secretly vanishing from the chair of one 

Magician Charles Greene entertains at the Student Center on Jan. 26. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

King celebrates workingman in song 
By MARK KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

Prompted by College of the Mainland's Labor Studies 
coordinator Andy Jones, renowned folk singer and song
writer Charlie King returned to COM for two free perfor
mances Jan. 14. 

On his second visit to COM, King performed folk 
songs that celebrated the struggle of everyday people and 
blue-collar laborers. 

"I sing about the 16 hours a day people spend outside 
of bed," King said in a recent Galveston Daily News ar
ticle. 

And in a recent press release Jones said: "Charlie King 
sings about the problems we all have to deal with. But 
he sings about victories, too, and about everyday people 
who achieve them. The boilerman who makes his work 
fun by square-dancing on the job ... the janitor who is a 
self-taught classical pianist...the woman with a mysteri
ous motive for selling a new Corvette for $65 .. .these are 
the people with whom Charlie King enriches our lives." 

The songs King performed at COM, "The Rats Are 
Winning," "Decal Song," "I've Got a New Race to Run" 
and "Eat Meese," convey messages on political and so
cial topics. 

The "Decal Song" is about the federal government's is
suing of decals to cover up old buildings for beautifica
tion. King's song suggests issuing a "job decal" to an 
unemployed person. 

"Eat Meese" is a song in which King suggest solving 
the problem of starvation in this country by feeding 
U.S. Attorney General Edwin Meese to the hungry. 

King has performed since 1971 when the Vietnam War 
changed his political beliefs from conservative Republi
can to liberal Democrat. 

He has played with and is recognized by singer Pete 
Seeger as "one of the best songwriters and singers·of the 
'70s and '80s." 

i 

Folk singer Charlie King performs in the Student 
Center celebrating in song the virtues of the working 
man. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

person to remarkably reappearing in the chair of another 
person. 

In the rope trick, the audience was led to believe that 
the rope passed through Greene's body. It is his favorite 
trick and he enjoys performing it, because after a few 
times of visually deceiving his audience, he catches them 
off guard. 

When asked if it is harder to be a magician when one 
is black, Greene said, "No, it isn't because there are not 
as many black magicians as there are white magicians." 

Greene has wanted to be a magician since he was 10 
and performed professionally at 16 in his hometown, 
Hackensack, NJ. 

He was tutored by his idol, magician Doug Henning. 
Canadian-born Henning, performed in the Broadway rock 
musical, The Magic Show, and is famous for being an 
illusionist. 

Because Greene is a magician, people might think 
that as a child he was the class clown, but Greene said, 
"I was very quiet and shy in school." 

Greene loves being a magician. "I travel, I meet a lot 
of great people and it's what I love to do." At 27, Greene 
has traveled to such places as Australia, England and 
Canada. 

Greene plans to make magic his life-time career, and 
says: "Performing at COM was great. The audience had a 
great response and (I) would definitely love to come 
back." 

AIDS scare lethal 
to old tradition 

By MARK KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

AIDS has robbed many people of their lives and 
will rob many more. Whether their fear is justified 
or not, many people are afraid of public restrooms, 
sex, giving blood and receiving transfusions. 
Many people also fear that minor cuts and scratch
es sustained in public areas could be hazardous. 

AIDS will also, for good reason, eliminate_ the 
tradition of becoming blood brothers. I believe the 
practice of becoming blood brothers started with 
the American Indians. Having a love for rituals as 
kids, whether they were true Indian rituals or not, 
my friends and I were drawn to them. 

I have a friend named Steve. When we were 
about 10, we knew we would be best friends for 
life, so we sealed our friendship with a blood pact 

One day we sharpened our pocket knives as best 
we could, then held our knives in our right hands 
with the tips of the blades pointing up. We rested 
our left index fingers on each other's blades and 
raked our fingers across them. Before a drop of 
blood could drip to the ground, we lashed our fin
gers together with an old shoestring. Our wounds 
bled into each other for about half an hour. 

"Friends for life," I intoned. 
"To the death," he pledged. 
We were no longer just friends, we were broth

ers. 
I've performed this ritual with several good 

friends over the years, including some girls I grew 
up with. 

But now with the onslaught of AIDS, this prac
tice is possibly lethal. 

A little bit of culture is dying with AIDS. 
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Taking a critical look Counselors here for students 

Mr. Critic is an abstract photograph created 
from one eye of an abstract portrait on display in 
the College of the Mainland Art Gallery. Selected 
Texas Women Art Faculty runs through Feb. 25 
and admission is free. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

By ST ACY GILBERT 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland counselors are here to assist 
students with their career goals, and to provide academic 
advisement in developing degree plans. They also help 
students deal with personal problems and changing rela
tionships. 

Seven counselors are on staff from 8 a.m. to 7:30 
p.m. Monday through Thursday. On Friday they stay 
from 8 a.m. until their schedule allows them to leave. 
Leroy Argust advises business/technical; Althea 
Choates, math/science/health; Dr. Warren Dodson, social 
sciences; Dr. ~bester Stout, art/humanities developmen
tal education; Dr. Roy Walker, testing/undecided; Barbara 
Crews, admissions/undecided; and Dr. Marcella Derrick, 
handicapped services. 

Not all counselors stay until 7:30 p.m. every night. 
Each counselor has a specific night when he stays for the 
evening, but whichever counselor stays will help anyone 
who comes to see him. 

The counseling department hopes to have a written 
degree plan on file put together by every student and his 
counselor by the 1988 fall semester. 

It is advisable that every student talk with his 
counselor before registering. The counselor can help 
students develop a degree plan that will transfer to the 
university or college of their choice. 

The counselors have a program called Guidance 
Information System. GIS is a computer-based system 
which helps counselors make out degree plans. 

The program tells what four-year and two-year 
colleges offer courses and degrees in various areas of 
study. The colleges that participate in this program are 
from all 50 states and some American-based colleges 
abroad. Although there is no fee to participate in the 

Couch Potato critic 'witnesses' movie 
By KEVIN FRICKE 
Staff Reporter 

Hello, this is the Couch Potato Critic with a review 
of the movie Witness which was presented free of charge 
to students and faculty Jan. 22 and 23 by the Student 
Activities Board. 

Witness won Oscars for Best Screenplay and Best 
Achievement in Editing at the Academy Awards. It was 
directed by Peter Wier and stars Harrison Ford and Kelly 
McGillis. 

Now the fact that this is a lJretty good movie is 
something I don't have to tell anyone who has cable 
television or a VCR, because they have probably seen it 
at least a dozen times already like I have. For those of 
you who don't enjoy these benefits of modern 
entertainment, I offer a brief synopsis. 

Ford plays a Philadelphia police detective 
investigating a homicide witnessed by a young Amish 
boy, played by newcomer Lukas Haas. 

The Amish, a deeply religious group that got lost 
somewhere in the 1800s, have spurned the encroachment 
of technological civilization, preferring to lead the plain 
and simple lives of farmers. They do not believe in 
electricity or telephones, and have probably never even 
heard of MTV. 

The boy and his young, recently widowed mother, 
. played by McGillis, are on their way to visit his aunt 
when he witnesses the grisly slaying of an undercover 

police detective in the men's room at a Philadelphia train 
station. The murder turns out to be a cops-gone-bad 
conspiracy involving huge quantities of drugs and Ford 
just happens to figure out the whole plot in an 
amazingly short period of time. (My only complaint 
with the movie!) 

Ford then goes to his. superior with his suspicions, 
and, of course, his superior happens to be the ringleader 
of the cabal. Ford is shot, but manages to escape with 
the boy and his mother to their farm in Pennsylvania. 
He is forced to hide out there, and so we come to the 
meat of the story. 

Ford and McGillis fall for each other in an impossible 
love affair. Because Ford comes to respect and eventually 
defend the Amish lifestyle, the affair is never 
consummated. 

The movie's climax comes in a siootout on the farm 
when the bad cops finally locate him. Ford wins, of 
course, and must choose between his life as a cop and 
his love for the girl. They both realize their differences 
are too great and say goodbye. 

The movie ends with Ford driving away past 
Alexander Gudonov, an Amish rival for the girl's 
affections, who is walking towards her farm. Real 
poignant, huh? 

Witness ranks as one of the better movies I've seen 
this year and is an excellent rental for the couch potato, 
if one would want to give it a shot now that I've given 
away the en~ng. • 

Couch Potato critic announces movie contest 
The Couch Potato Critic announces a contest 

in which the winner will receive a lifetime 
subscription to lnterCOM. (Of course, the winner 
will have to pick up his copy here every monJh.) 
All you have to do is guess the Couch Potato 
Critic's favorite movie of all time. Send your 

entries to "The Couch Potato Critic's Favorite 
Movie Of All Time Contest" care of lnterCOM 
and the winner will be announced next issue along 
with a list of my all-time favorite movies. ,Until 
then, save me the aisle seat, the one with my gum 
collection underneath it. 

program, not all colleges give out information. 
GIS has information on financial aid including the 

names and requirements of scholarships and grants. It 
also shows where information on scholarships or grants 
may be located. 

While making out a degree plan the counselors will 
help students get in touch with someone from the school 
they plan to attend to find out which COM courses will 
transfer. 

At one time it was difficult to get an appointment 
with a counselor, especially when students had to speak 
with a specific counselor. Now the department's only 
full-time secretary, Ruby Stevens, and her part-time 
helpers have devised a system whereby it is easier to 
make appointments to see counselors. 

Dr. Dodson said many of the meetings the counselors 
attend concern what is going on at other community 
colleges in the area. 

The counseling department held their first orientation 
for new students in August 1987. 

At the orientation students were introduced to the 
campus, were familiarized with COM policies and 
procedures, and were helped with registration. 

Dr. Dodson said the first orientation went well. 
Tentative dates for the Fall 1988 Orientation are set for 
Aug. 16 and 17. Old students may also participate. 

Dr. Derrick, counselor for students with special needs, 
visits high schools in the area and discusses the 
programs available at COM for students with special 
needs. • · 

On Feb. 16 COM is holding a visitor's day for 
handicapped high school students. 

The COM Counseling and Appraisal Center is located 
upstairs in the Student Center. 

Women's artshow 
Texas teachers 

show art at COM ·· 
\}Jy. RQN PEJJTO'f!:IY 
.· Phot9graplty Editot 

SetJhted i:xai· ivome,i .Art<}fa&'iilrl is ····on 
exhibit.now at.the Conege of the Mainland Art 

.\~alle~; ..... +h~ ~~?W {~tqf~f;.~J~tyg .wo;~!Cby;y 
'wom~fi faculty (rgig T~ias ·cqJlege~t and 

\.f ui:;1::'i.;f o~l- k• ;i;t ~9.n~ iut dq;l. by< 
wome}!. faculty at collegesTand uriiv~rsities in 

:;ftf~t~,f~i~~!i:i!fJ.t!ilf~ . 
many from the Holl$tqn area .The locale. of.many·. 

\ref th~ .. artists . a$·. weJJyas Jhii~\ perspnal lives is } 
'.evident in many oftheir wotks, accordipg to 
;Dobbii'i~ . ............. } . \. .. t ........ '... . ........... t 

Tqe show\ h~s g:teat; latitude and div~rsity 
ranging from color photographs by Susan Kae 
. Gtan.t<1f Texas Woll!9n's lJ#iversity; Denton, to 
some very unique glazed e'a:rthenware by.Sara 

..... Watfil! ?£ Texas TechtJnivetsitY, Lµpbock. • } ··· 

.• Although Uie works rep~sented. are di~erse. · 
.they are tied .together with. a creatiw use of CQlor. •••·•• 

. :iwe hav~ very strong statem~nt p!eces wi~ yew . 
• strong color, w Dobbins told lnierCOM. . .. .. . .... 
·. Susan Whyne of the University of 
<j exas~Austin has two. large oil p~h1tings in the 
i show which are dominated by a very .strong use of 
t £Olor • . ';[hey capture attention i1:0med~te\y and can 

be difficult t0>tum away from; . 
..... ·. The show runs tbtough. J;eq. 25 which. allows 
\ t~e W·~e piore. ~an one;visit The art j~lery 

is located in the tear of the P.ine ,¾~ .Building. It 
is open mos(afternoois and fldmJ£$k;h Js free . . 

:::•,:•:•❖•·-:-:.:-:• 
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Campus Sports/Interviews , 

COM host Houston area volleyball tournament 
By FRANK A. PLUSK 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland hosted a co-ed volleyball 
tournament that featured a dozen teams from the greater 
Houston Area Jan. 16. Play was judged under standard 
United States Volleyball Association rules. 

The format of the tournament fell under the guidance 
of COM Recreation Director Maryann Urick who split 
the teams into two divisions. Teams within the divisions 
competed against each other and accrued points for 

.~.·.1. .. , ... ·:,,;: .. ·· ... ·.· .· ·· 
'~ 

. , l 
\ • 

number of wins. Each match consisted of two games 
played to 11. 

Tournament play began at 8:30 a.m. and concluded 
with four playoff teams determined at 4:30 p.m. A pizza 
break was provided for entrants during the day. Cost per 
team was $60. 

Putting an undefeated streak on the line, Clear Lake's 
Texas Heat struggled to advance in their match against 
Houston's Boom Boom, before finally winning the 
grueling duel, 15-13, 13-15, 15-11. 

The other semi-final match proved to be less 

1987 intramural basketball champions, the Sixers, from left are: Jerry Bryant, Larry Henson, Michael 
Murphy, Brett Van Dyke, Richard Solomon and Brett Jarrett. Not pictured: Daryl Santell and Casandra 
Briscoe. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

climactic as the Miller Lite team featuring the spirited 
Gay Sabatel from League City easily handled Baytown's 
TNT, 15-6, 15-13. 

The final match between Texas Heat and Miller Lite 
lasted nearly two hours before the team from Clear Lake 
claimed a 15-4, 3-15, 15-11 victory. 

Team captains Vicki Hileman and Dave. Holcomb 
accepted the first place trophy .while team members tried 
on T-shirts proclaiming them champions. Second place 
Miller Lite also received team T-shirts for their efforts. 

Campus police beg 
students for attention 
By CYNTHIA L. KLAES 
Staff Reporter 

Do College of the Mainland students know the 
campus policemen? "Not as well as we'd like them to," 
says officer Kenneth Douglas. "We need more 
communication with the students," he adds. 

Due to the resignation of the 13-year former Police 
Chief Joe Rotramel, the COM police department is 
awaiting the arrival of their new chief from Ohio. He 
should begin work sometime in early February . 

Officers Douglas,Vemon Ewell, and Willie Huerta 
would like to implement a plan in which all students, 
faculty and staff would meet with the officers on a 
monthly basis. During that time they could discuss 
safety in terms of preventing assaults. They also could 
answer questions about the department and thereby create 
open communications with all persons on campus. 

The department doesn't know yet if this plan will be 
approved, but they hope to get campus support and 
cooperation. 

The officers also ask that people help the department 
by reporting any suspicious persons or acts on or 
around the campus. 

Officer Douglas stressed that department statistics 
show a decrease of criminal and petty violations on the 
campus in recent years. 

The department also is in charge of the lost and 
found. Any lost items may be brought to the department 
in the Administration Building, Ext. 403 . 

COM students focus on master of Tai Chi 
By FRANK A. PLUSK 
Staff Reporter 

On Jan. 15 a dozen College of the Mainland students 
met with the daughter of the legendary professor of Tai 
Chi, Man-Ching Cheng, to begin a six-week course in 
this ancient Chinese martial art. 

For 1 1/2 hours, Katy Shih of Clear Lake focused her 
students on exercises of body movement. Shih stressed 
the importance of inner body movement and wellness as 
the primary function of Tai Chi to increase one's overall 
strength. 

Shih started learning Tai Chi at 3 from her father 
while living in China. She immigrated to America 21 
years later with her father, and eventually became his 
assistant at the Tai Chi Institute in New York. She. 
moved to the Clear Lake area in 1974. 

In addition to teaching Tai Chi at COM, Shih also 
instructs students at the Clear Lake Chinese Church. She 

also is an artist and the full-time secretary for the Clear 
Lake church. 

Telling her students to imagine the body's motions as 
a union of reflexive movement, Shih demonstrated this 

movement with a bear's walk. As the arm swings 
forward the left leg will naturally follow and vice versa. 
In Tai Chi little concentration is placed on the arms as 
the entire body reacts like a giant fish tail. All 
movement should be relaxed and automatic. 

"Tai is the opposite reaction of your upper torso with 
respect to movement in either leg, whereas Chi is the 
life energy of flowing blood," Shih explained. "You 
cannot feel the sensation like a touch, it's more of a 
euphoric sensation interpreted through the brain." 

Shih suggested that the goal of Tai Chi is not to 
remain weak but to concentrate on meekness. The supple 
movements of the · Chinese art teaches that weak is 
stronger. 

Shih explained that a person's teeth, for example, 

may appear strong, but will likely fall out before a 
person's tongue would. This suggests that flesh isn't 

necessarily the weaker of the two. This analogy also 
signifies the state of being alive for those who follow 
the ancient traditions of Tai Chi. 

"In Tai Chi the movement is more flowing with 
regard to circulation" Shih added, "Two feet planted 
equally into the ground with equal weight distribution 
not only reduces flexibility, but the torso has a tendency 
to tire.easily.'' 

With further demonstration Shih showed her students 
breathing exercises and Chinese sword methods. 

It is still possible to enroll in the class, because Shih 
will continue to teach more techniques of how to get 
one's body to react as a function of constant balance. 

Interested students may join the Friday evening class 
which meets at 6 p.m. in the COM gym. The cost per 
session is $3. 
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Gregg Black triumphs ·tragedy to achieve goals 
By BERT A 0. BRAGG 
Assistant Editor 

Gregg Black is a mathematician who knows how to 
beat the odds. The College of the Mainland math 

. instructor has come back from a near-fatal accident to 
achieve both personal and professional goals that a few 
years ago seemed impossible. 

"I don't want to sound prudish but the past year has 
been very exciting for me, "Black says. "I've had some 
of my life-long dreams come true." 

One dream, which he has had since age 10, was to 
become a teacher at a community college. Last fall, he 
began teaching in the math and science division at COM. 

Black's appreciation for events, which may sound 
mundane to most people, is expressed with great 
enthusiasm. Things like having· a home and family are 
wished-for events that only recently have come together 
for Black. 

"I was a passenger in a serious automobile wreck 
when I was in high school in Indiana. Since that time, 
about 20 years ago, I have been trying to catch up with 
my life," Black says. 

His life seemed to be on the right track back in 
1966. Black was captain of his cross-country and track 
team and maintained an A average. Then the accident 
put his life on hold. In a coma for more than 10 weeks 
and having already lost a lung to pneumonia, Black was 
not expected to live. 

"I learned later that my father had telephoned my 
uncle on the West Coast to give him an update on my 
condition. When my uncle remarked that it sounded 
pretty bad, my father replied, 'I'll give up when Gregg 
gives up.' And neither of us did.'' 

As a result of the accident Black saw double for 17 
years and walks with a limp. "I walked funny and talked 
funny," he remembers. "So no one knew what to think 
of me. I found it difficult to read, everything was 
difficult." 

Black spent nine years in and out of hospitals for 
surgery and therapy. Despite the challenge of his 
circumstances, he continued to work toward the goal of 
that IO-year-old boy. 

"There was a time when I was working three jobs at 
one time. I worked at both Gonzaga University and 
Spokane Community College (Spokane, Wash.) and also 
was washing dishes at a veteran's hospital.'' 

Black started his degree work at the University of 
Washington in Seattle, but received his bachelor's 
degree from Potsdam College in New York state. In 
1978 he earned his master's degree at Western 
Washington University in Billingham, Wash. 

"I had my eyes repaired in two operations in 1982, 
then things really accelerated," Black says. "I decided to 
go back to school to get my doctorate at Texas A & M. 
Now all I need is my dissertation.'' He expects to have 
his doctorate next year. 

Aside from his professional accomplishments, Black 
takes pride in his personal life which has moved from 
bachelorhood to parenthood during the past two years. 

"I met the love of my life while teaching in 
Washinton state," Black beams·. "Bernette and I were 
married in December '86. And since my wife had two 
children from a previous marriage, I became a father, 
too. Although the kids are grown now and away at 
school, they come home on holidays and it's the greatest 
feeling." 

Black's step-daughter Tina, 18, is a freshman 
pre-med student at Texas A&M University and his 
step-son Andre, 21, is the debate coach at Gonzaga 
Preparatory High School in Spokane. 

Black seems very happy with the way things have 
turned out for him despite the bumpy road he has had to 
travel. 

"The people here are really great, and the students 
have been very patient with me. I was really nervous my 
first semester and made some mistakes, but the students 
and everyone in this division, my co-workers, have been 
very supportive. The people here at COM are very 
special people." 

Instructor Gregg Black helps student during spring registration. 
(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Houston Chronicles 'Miss Ring:_ 

Cummins retires from 'Life Style' 
B-y ELEANOR DOWNS 
Staff Reporter 

"I'm nine years old inside," Mary Lou C1;1mmins 
laughed as she talked about her pet rabbit, Classie, a 
going away gift from fellow employees. "They knew 
me better than I thought," she giggled. Retired from 
the Houston Chronicle she had worked her way up 
from a walk-in off the street to a journalist for the Life 
Style section. 

After learning her job in Classified Ads, Cummins 
became bored and asked if she could write a newsletter. 
Sure, if you do it on your time, was the response. Soon 
the newsletter spread beyond classified's 20 plus 
employees and is still in print, the last Cummins knew. 

After five years of writing real estate ads; she was 
offered a chance to help with the production of a 
monthly classified magazine for regional distribution. 
"It was one of those shiny covered things. l felt it was 
my baby," she declared. After the magazine year was 
up boredom set in again. "After all how many 2-2-3's 
(real estate ads) can you write!" she exclaimed. 

"An inadvertent mix-up of pictures and articles on 
the wedding page created an opening in that depart
ment. It wasn't their fault. So many hands and 
departments touched the material that mistakes were 
made. l Jumped at the chance to change jobs, but l 
didn't know what l was getting into," Cummins said. 

"With the help of an old man down in layout l was 
able to learn the job. l filled in white spaces with 

wedding hints and traditions. Soon l had a stack of 
material. l received permission to make up a packet for 
newly engaged couples, edging the papers in blue for 
the grooms and pink for the brides. The packet 
received good response," Cummins related. 

"The only thing I really didn't like about the job was 
being called 'Miss Ring.' Jessie James, founder of the 
Chronicle, named each desk. Classified was Miss 
Classified, wedding was Miss Ring, and so on. This 
was to cover changing personnel and protect employees, 
but often l would give my name if a mother or a bride 
asked. It was usually in reference to a preyious discus
sion on wedding write-up," she explained. 

"I write, write, write all the time. Now that I'm 
retired l do volunteer work, but I've written the news 
letters for the Seaman's Center, the Retired Seniors 
Volunteer Program and articles for the Senior Adult 
Program." 

"l have a nonfiction book at Crown Publishing 
House and a children's book (8 to 12) at Little, Brown 
and Co., but they'll be back (rejected). They're just 
slow at returning them. They're very particular about 
children's books. My brother, a cartoonist, waited for 
ye~rs to get one accepted. He had 69 children's books 
in print before he died. 

"No, I can't tell you what my nonfiction's about, I'm 
superstitious. Not really," she added, "I'm really a 
Pollyanna. Happy. Happy. Happy. The world's a 
wonderful place. 

Pfeiffer wins awards in blue belt division 
By CYNTHIA L. KLAES 
Staff Reporter 

Tony Pfeiffer, coordinator of Continuing 
Education at College of the Mainland since 1985, 
became involved in the sport of karate in 1974. 

He has won eight trophies, symbolizing his 
skills in karate, and holds a blue belt, three belts 
below the top-ranked black. 

"I am aware of the physical and mental state of 
fitness my body should be prepared for when I 
enter into these competing events, but I can't 
always say I'm ready for it," Pfeiffer acknowledged. 

Pfeiffer, who trains at the well-known Al 
Garza's Karate School, says, "Garza is the best to 
train with.'' 

When asked about his future goals in karate, he 
said his main goal is to become a black belt. 

-
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What's Happening 
Cafeteria coupons 

College of the Mainland's cafeteria now is offering 
coupons to patrons, in addition to their already low pric
es. With a coupon you can save as much as 69 cents. 

CA VE in library 
The CA VE (Center for Academic and Vocational 

Enrichment) was established to help with students 
writing, grammar, spelling and research papers. It is 

located on the mezzanine of the library, upstairs to the 
right all the way in the back. 

Cave hours are: Monday through Thursday from 
11-12:30 p.m.; Monday and Wednesday, 4-5:30 p.m. and 

also 7:15-8:35 p.m.; Wednesday, 12:30-2 p.m.; Tuesday 
and Thursday, 1:30-3 p.m.; and Thursday, 7:15-8 p.m. 

Student activities calendar 
By FRANK A. PLUSK 

Musicians and other perfonners 
will perform outside during Col
lege Hour Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 

ln inclement weather. perfor
mances will be held in the Student 
Center. For more information, 
contact Maryann Urick at (409) 
938-1211 ext. 418. 

Dates 

College Hour Spec,ials, Events and Sports 

Activity 

Monday, Feb. 15-Feb. 19 .. . . . ......... . .. Black Student Union sponsores a Film Festival for 
Black History Month, noon to 2 p.m. in LRC Teaching 
Auditorium Ll31. 

Tuesday, Fcb.16 .......................... Take it off and keep it,off, for free in the gym, Room 
Pl 12, at 7:45 p.m. 

Tuesday, Feb. 16 ..... . ......... . .... . . ... Student Activities Council will meet at 12:30 p.m. in 
the Board Room in the Administration Building. 

Thursday, Feb. 18 
Friday, Feb. 19 ....... . ......... .. ... . .. . Election '88: The Presidential Debates, teleconference 

will air at 7:30 p.m. in the LRC Teaching Auditorium 
L-131. 

Monday, Feb. 22 . .......... . . . ... .. .. .... Stress Reduction Exercises, which you can practice at 
home, workshop registration begins at 7 p.m. in the 
gym, Room P149. 

Tuesday, Feb. 23 
Wednesday, Feb. 24 .. . .... . .. . ... . .. . ..... Two-day blood drive will be held in the Student Center 

from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Donors will receive a free T-shirt. 
Call Ext. 417 to make an appointment. 

Wednesday, Feb. 24 .......... . ....• .•. . .. Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Choir Festival is 
set for9:30 a.m. in the Fine Arts Building. 

Friday, Feb. 26 . . .. . ...... . .. . . ..... .•. . • This is the last day to register for the Seventh Annual 
Run/Walk for Your Heart. Set for Saturday, March 5,9 
a.m. Cost of the event is: 1/4 mile, $6; 1 mile, $7; and 
3 and 6 miles, $8. AH participants will receive a free T~ 
shirt. 

Friday, Feb. 26 • 
Saturday, Fcb.27 . •.. , .. .. .. ... . ... .. .. . .. . Free showing of Baby Boom set for 7 p.m. in LRC 

Teaching Auditorium L13 l. 

Sunday, Feb. 28 ..•...•... . . . ... . . . ... . ... Black Student Union presents guest speakers at 7 p.m. 
in LRC Teaching Auditorium Ll31. 

Monday, Feb. 29 ... . . . .• .. ...... .. ... . . . . . Free folk dancing wo*shop will begin at 7~30 p.:m. in 
the gym, Room Pl12. 

Saturday, March 5 . : . . .. ... •. . .. .. • , . ... • . Mid- semester Dance will be held at the Tremont Hotel 

' 
in Galveston. ·' .. "' 

Presidential 
Continued from Page 1----,---------

The debates, moderated by prominent journalist Bill 
Moyers, will begin at 8 each night. CSN host Rodding 
Carter will discuss important points for students to look 
for in a preliminary broadcast that begins at 7:30. In ad
dition, Carter will conduct on-air polls of the student au
dience during the debates. 

Carter arrd Moyers will offer a summary at 10 p.m. 

followed by a question and answer session featuring the 
candidates. Students may phone in questions, via special 
toll-free lines. Selec~ed questions will then be forwarded 
to Carter for presentation to the candidates. 

COM will conduct it's own poll following the tele
conference in which students will be asked to vote for 
the candidate of their choice and include the reasoning be
hind their selection. 

Spring baske ,b .II 
Spring intramural basketball started at College of the 

Mainland on Jan. 28. Teams participating are the 
Commies, whose roster includes faculty and staff 
members, Jayhawks, JR's, and Lakers. All games will 
be played at the gym on Thursday afternoons at 3 and 4. 
For more information contact Maryann Urick at Ext. 
418. 

Campus changes 
Continued from Page 1----------

around the Student Center, major improvements around 
the lake, improvements designed to help handicapped 
students and the creation of more areas where students 
can study. 

"Before the end of this year we will have made some 
effort," President Stanley said of the campus 
enhancement program. He said that the campus does not 
look dramatically different than it did 10 years ago, but 
that it will soon be a "much more attractive place." 

State funding is another area in need of much 
improvement according to President Stanley. "We have 
been dealing with very serious cuts in state funding for 
three years." COM has been receiving less money from 
the state since 1983. "i'm working with legislators and 
colleagues from other schools to improve this 
situation," he said. 

Rear Column 
Continued from Page 1 -----------

pampered lifestyle. Troup constantly whines at the 
thought that life in the Congo might be uncomfortable 
and potentially life threatening. 

If you imagine the Boy Scout who not only brushes 
his teeth in the wilderness, but flosses as well, then your 
image might be one of the character Jameson. Nelson 
Regen's role almost seems too . perfect in this 
kaleidoscope of man's imperfections. 

V.W. Uher has the enjoyable task of recreating Ward. 
The old man of the bunch drifts between defeat and 
cynicism before discovering sculpture as a means to pass 
away the time. Uher utilizes the humor in Gray's words 
brilliantly. 

Finally the depiction of commanding officer Bartelott 
is powerful and boisterous. Luis Lemus's delivery of 
commands bounces off theatre walls in his attempt to 
employ a strict "live by the rules" work ethic. The plot 
however shifts to high gear when his demands fail to 
earn the respect of others. 

As survival becomes more animal-like, the actors 
create an interesting atmosphere of anxiety and 
frustration. The actors' roles are confidently portrayed 
with clever mixtures of humor and a sense of desolation 
as they struggle through many mood swings in their 
anticipation of Stanley's return. 

I admire the cast's ability to make the transition from 
dressing room to jungle-like atm.osphere. Their 
performance was first-rate and thoroughly professional. 

I applaud those involved with the production. The set 
design was realistic and helped capture the essence of the 
moods depicted. All of the costumes were authentic and 
although the introductory music to each scene was a bit 
overly dramatic, the sound effects were first-rate. 

Unfortunately the length of the play was burdensome. 
3 1/2 hours is just too much for the audience to endure. 
Gray also failed to give an adequate historical background 
material that I myself just accidentally happened to pick 
up at the front of the theater. 

If you are able to endure long bouts of depression and 
frustration, then you'll love Gray's honest account Stan
ley's famous expeditions in the late 19th century. If you 
enjoy artistry in drama, then the .return on your dollar is 
doubled. I thought the emotions displayed were far more 
noteworthy than the content of the historical event. 
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Art gallery exhibit features dancers 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Photography Editor 

"The title says a lot about it," photographer Jim 
Caldwell said about his exhibition at the College of the 
Mainland Art Gallery. Dances: Public/Private features 
some of Caldwell's commercial work for the Houston 
Ballet and theaters, but the majority of his work on 
exhibit is personal photographs of dancers in exotic 
lighting. 

"The dancers are very enthusiastic about this," 
Caldwell told InterCOM. "Most of them do not get a 
chance to improvise and express themselves." He 
explained that either a choreographer or a dance master is 
present when the dancers have publicity photographs 
taken. They direct the dancers during a photo session just 
as they do for a performance. 

"They are very enthusiastic when given the chance to 
choreograph themselves," he said. The dancers project a 
great deal of emotion into the photographs which deal 
with their personal lives and relationships. "These are 
nonstandard portraits," Caldwell told InterCOM. "They 
have some drama." 

Although nearly all the commercial photographs that 
Caldwell has on display are color, the private shots of the 
dancers were produced in black and white. 

At the opening reception on March 9, he said that the 
prints would not have the right effect had they been in 
color. Caldwell uses some double and triple exposures, as 
well as spectacular lighting, to produce an effect which 
may seem confusing at first glance; some of the 

photographs show the same person several times. 
Caldwell, a successful commercial photographer, uses 

his knowledge very effectively to make unusual shots of 
unusual subjects work so well. The private photographs 

of the dancers not only tie together with each other but 
also with his commercial work. 

The exhibit runs through April 19 and may be seen 
free of charge weekdays between 12:30 and 4 p.m. 

Photographer Jim Caldwell, (left) is assisted in hanging his exhibit Dances: Public/Private by 
COM students Liz Anguilar and Abby Parker. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

COM participates in semi-annual blood drive 
By FRANK A. PLUSK 
Staff Reporter 

For two days last February the College of the 
Mainland Student Center was transformed into a blood 
bank. Students and faculty were asked to volunteer pints 

COM student Donald Cook remains calm as 
his blood is slowly pumped into a bag during 
the blood drive at COM Feb. 23 and 24. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

of blood by the Houston Blood Center staff members, and 
members of the Student Activities Board. 

According to Mobile Field supervisor, Georgia Ireland, 
the Houston Blood Center expected to receive nearly 100 
pints of blood during their semi-annual visit to COM. By 
the end of the second day the blood drive had collected 
149 pints of blood compared to last year's 147. 

Ireland said that she has been associated with the 
Houston Blood Center for 8 1/2 years and is encouraged 
by the number of return donors she has seen since fall 
1987- also a two-day drive. 

COM is part of the large college network that the 
Houston Blood Center utilizes to meet the needs of Harris 
and surrounding counties. Even with the AIDS epidemic, 
Ireland said, there hasn't been a detectable decline in 
donors on college campuses. In fact, last year's campaign 
exceeded the 100 percent goal that was established by the 
17 hospitals the Houston Blood Center serves. 

A great deal of precaution is taken in the screening 
process to prevent mishaps in blood transfusions to 
accident victims or patients undergoing organ transplants, 
Ireland said. . 

Ev'en though the incidence of AIDS in blood 
transfusions represents less than 2 percent of all 
documented cases, the Houston Blood Center requires 
questionaires to be filled out to determine whether the 
donor has any of the symptoms of the acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome. 

In addition to the questionaire, a kit approved by the 
Food and Drug Administration is used to determine if 

there are any antibodies to the virus. All needles used on 
donors are sterile and disposable. 

The literature provided by the blood center staff 
members emphasizes the relatively painless procedure of 
donating blood. Although many people are squeamish at 
the sight of a needle, staff members have the professional 
expertise to reduce that initial prick into the sensation of 
a mild pinch. Within 20 minutes the donor is sitting 
upright again, sharing tales of bravery with friends and 
fellow donors over cookies and orange juice. 

Each donor is given the choice to either establish a 
bank for himself or to sponsor tne immediate needs 9f a 
hospital patient. Those wishing to donate on their own 
time may do so at eight-week intervals. Mainland Center 
Hospital, comer of Palmer Highway and Highway 3, in 
Texas City, is the Houston Blood Center's outlet for the 
Texas City area. See Donors Page 8 

Student makes comeback 
By EMILY WILLIS 
Staff Reporttr 

"I never feel handicapped until my friends 
remind me," stated Wanda Michelle 
McCullough, a third semester College of the 
Mainland student and Real Estate major. 

McCullough was the victim of a freak 
accident on campus last October when her 

See Student Page 8 
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COM trio among elite in national photo contest 
By ST ACY GILBERT 
Staff Reporter 

Three students from College of the Mainland were 

chosen as finalists in the top 7 percent of the Eighth 
Annual Student Photography Contest. They were chosen 
out of the 18,000 entries that were submitted from all 
over the United States and Canada. 

COM students Ron Bertothy, (left) Donna Treadwell and Garry Upton are finalists in the eight 
annual college photography contest sponsored by Photographer's Forum magazine. 

(Photo by Stacy Gilbert) 

Garry Upton, Ron Bertothy and Donna Treadwell are 
all currently enrolled in photography courses at COM. 
Even though none of their entries went on to win a cash 
prize , they were all proud to be among the finalists. 

"It's not often three students from COM make it to 
the top 7 percent," Bertothy said. 

Upton and Treadwell both submitted three black and 
white pictures while Berto thy submitted both color, and 
black and white photos. None of them knows which one 
of their photographs was chosen. 

Upton is from Dickinson and has had pictures 
published in The Galveston Daily News. He said he 
would like to market prints one day, maybe even print a 
book of his pictures. 

Upton said that his photography instructor, Betty 
Yancy, encouraged him to enter the contest. 

The picture of a ghostly figure in th~ November 1987 
issue of InterCOM was one of the photographs Bertothy 
submitted. He used to work for the Washington Crime 
News in Washington, D.C. 

Bertothy now lives in Seabrook and is photography 
editor of thelnterCOM. 

Treadwell said she tends to shy away from contests 
but Mona Marshall, her photography instructor, 
encouraged her to compete. She became interested in 
photography when her family went on a trip to the Grand 
Canyon and she got a 35mm camera. 

One of the photos Treadwell submiued had already 
won an award in a Bay Area photography contest. 

Treadwell currently works for The Alvin Sun as a 
sales representative. 

All three finalists have their own darkroom at home 
which they claim helps them with their work. They all 
agreed that even jf they don't have careers in 
photography, it's still a good hobby. 

Sohn lectures on evolution of culture in tnotion pictures 
By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Staff Reporter 

Dr. Ira Sohn calls himself a story man. 
Sohn, who spoke at the College of the Mainland in 

March, was sponsored by the Student Activity Board and 
Social Science Continuing Education. 

While Sohn's degrees arc in physics and economics, he 
often lectures on politics. 
His interest in the evolution of popular culture led 

him to study the U.S. motion picture industry. 
Sohn is working on The American Movie which is 

the history of Hollywood and its films. 
In his series of three lectures Sohn explained: 1) the 

color coding of movies, 2) the "escape from hell" for the 
working class through the movies and 3) the depiction of 
women in the movies over the last 20 years. 

For instance, a red, white and blue color scheme 
connotes good conduct, hard work, doing all the right 
things or dotting the i's and crossing the t's, according to 
Sohn. 

In Overboard these values arc depicted with a 
red, white and blue color scheme, Sohn explained, 
whereas, fading red, white and blue in Extreme Prejudice 
imply fading values. 

Movies over the years have provided an excellent 
escape mechanism for the working class from their 
problems, according to Sohn. 

While the third lecture was supposed to describe 
Hollywoods' attitude toward women, it was more a 
history of men's roles in films, or the lack of women's 
roles in films. 

At the end of Sohn's lecture on women he mentioned 
that the type of roles given to women once they got 
major roles were either deprecating or dictatorial. 

Sohn's lectures were video taped by the Audio-Visual 
Department of CO M's library. 

Did you know? 
"All change is not growth, as all movement'is 

not forward." -Ellen Glasgow 

Dr. Ira Sohn speaks out against out against 
Hollywood's treatment of women during a lec
ture at College of the Mainland March 1. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 



Treaty approval 
slowed by distrust 

Michael 
Murphy 

The papers have been signed and now the bickering 
and political maneuvering begins. The fate of the historic 
treaty to eliminate intermediate range and shorter range 
nuclear missiles, certainly the most important piece of 
diplomacy of the nuclear age, now rests with Congress. 

One would think that a document of such profound 
importance would be immediately ratified, but that 
doesn't appear to be the case. Opposition to the treaty, led 
by Sen. Jesse Helms, R-N.C., has raised the question of 
Soviet honesty where verification is concerned. 

The main stumbling block in the past had been the 
American insistence on "intrusive verification," which 
means on-site inspections of missile sites. The Soviets, 
under previous regimes, had strenuously objected to such 
inspections. Under Mikhail Gorbachev, however, the 
Soviet position on this point has been reversed. 

It seems that some members of Congress are worried 
that since the Soviets so readily gave in to American 
demands, they must be hiding something. The feeling 
persists that "we" should have asked for more, as if we 
had the Soviets over a barrel. 

Surprisingly, tlie most vocal opponents to the INF 
treaty have been the Republican presidential candidates. 
Jack Kemp warned that "we should not rush into signing 
an agreement with the Soviet Union until we force them 
to comply with previous agreements." Pat Robertson said 
that the United States should not sign the treaty until we 
see "a rollback, a decolonization, if you will, of the 
Soviet empire." 

Such comments reflect the American mentality where 
the Soviets are concerned. Perhaps those in power here 
are unable to accept change, especially when dealing with 
the Soviet Union. It is apparent there is an air of 
fellowship developing in Russia, partly due to the 
pressing need for a change in Soviet priorities. The 
Soviets have a need to divert some of their staggering 
military expenditures to social programs and industry. 
The INF treaty allows them to begin thi:, long overdue 
process. 

In the meantime, we must overcome our deep-seated 
prejudices and ratify the INF treaty. Perhaps then we can 
also divert much of our large military budget to more 
pressing social programs. There are things more 
important in this world than one more nuclear missile. 

The latest news from the Soviet Union is that if the 
INF treaty is ratified, the factory that produces missiles 

will be converted to produce baby carriages, since 
there is such a great shortage of baby products there. 
Quite a difference, isn't it? 

Well, the documents have been signed and people call 
it progress. Is it? Where is the trust between the two 
superpowers? Let me know when they come to one of 
these agreements and don't sign anything at all. 

That will be progress. 
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Communism: Contra alternative 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Photography Editor 

The U.S. Congress has once again demonstrated their 
lack of concern about the spread of communism in 
Central America by voting against continuing military 
aid to the Contra freedom fighters in Nicaragua. 

While Congress insists that cutting off aid may bring 
"peace" to the area there are still a number of facts which 
contradict this. 

The most significant is that since the Contras have 
become a viable force opposing the communist 
Sandinista regime, the Nicaraguans have had to abandon 
much of their covert support of the leftist rebels in El 
Salvador. The Contras have had a very positive effect in 
limiting the adventurous policies of the Sandinistas. 

Another interesting fact is how much military 
equipment the Soviets have stashed away in Nicaragua. 

Why does a banana republic such as Nicaragua need 
500 Soviet tanks? Why do they need a fleet of the most 
sophisticated attack helicopters Russia produces and MiG 
fighters. Or why do they need landing strips capable of 
handling the largest Soviet cargo planes? Either they are 
extremely paranoid, or they plan to export their 
revolution. 

It is interesting that the same congressmen who voted 
against continuing aid to the freedom fighters in 
Nicaragua are the same people who tried to prevent Col. 

Oliver North from presenting his slide presentation to the 
American public on national television during the 
Iran-Contra hearings last August. What were they afraid 
of? Why did they try to cover up the Nicaraguan military 
build-up? 

If the Contras are removed from Central America and 
the communists in Nicaragua are allowed time to rebuild 
and stockpile even more Soviet weapons, it will be just a 
matter of time before other countries in the region are 
taken over by left-wing factions. Mexico could very 
easily be taken over by communist forces. 

A strong military force like Nicaragua could help 
Mexican communists stage a coup. Leftists are already a 
very strong presence within Mexican politics and have 
infiltrated key organizations such as labor unions. Do we 
really want a communist country on our southern border? 

Congress believes that if they appease Nicaraguan 
dictator Daniel Ortega they can bring peace to Central 
America. History has proven that this approach does not 
work when dealing with the ego of a dictator. The 
government of Great Britain had this approach with Adolf 
Hiller prior to World War II. It didn't work then. It won't 
work now. 

Congress asserts that they are keeping us from getting 
into another Vietnam. While sending U. S. troops to 
Central America may not be prudent at this time, it is 
ludicrous to cut off aid to the one force capable of 
keeping the blight of communism from spreading 
throughout the Americas. 

COM Theater's A Chorus Line· touches the senses 
By FRANK A PLUSK 
Staff Reporter 

The role of the critic is to act as a liason to those who 
spend money for enertainment and provide objective 

I • 1 • 

insight when determining if a particular event merits 
attendance. 

With those two factors as my guideline, I highly 
recommend College of the Mainland Theater's current 
production of the hit broadway musical A Chorus Line. 

The brillance of A Chorus Line is its ability to 
display many personalities with zest and remarkably fresh 
aooeal. 

Thursday through Saturday perfonnances begin at 8 
p.m. Sunday's matinee showing starts at 2:30. 
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'Night on Strand' dance - a Victorian delight 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Managing Editor 

Amid the Victorian splendor of the Strand in 

Galveston, College of the Mainland's "Night on the 
Strand" spring dance was held Saturday, March 5, at the 
Tremont House. Hosted by the Student Activities Board, 
the dance was a pleasant experience for all. 

Party people Michael Ridlin, (left) Kathy Ridlin, Karen Murphy and Michael Murphy at COM's 
"Night on the Strand" dance March 5. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

The antique surroundings and the dim lighting brought 
to mind a gaslit evening in old Galveston. 

An excellent buffet was furnished, featuring a rather 
eclectic mix of eggrolls, fried mozarella sticks and tacos. 

The night was not quite perfect, however. The modest 
turnout was disappointing, and the only thing stiff about 
the drinks was the price. These were only minor points, 
though. · 

Due no doubt to the disappointing turnout, the crowd 
was initially somber and reserved. The music, provided 
by "On the Town" (Tom Gotley), was geared toward the 
crowd's mood. It was left to a select few to change 
things. Reluctant dancers were treated to spirited 
renditions of the chicken dance (don't ask), the California 
grape conga line, and the always popular worm dance. 
These uninhibited displays of primordial frenzy served to 
loosen up the crowd. 

Halfway through the evening, SAB member Kim 
Lindley stepped up to the microphone to announce the 
winner of the grand prize drawing for a night at the 
Tremont House. The winner was - surprise - Kim 
Lindley, who apologized profusely for the coincidence. 

Overall, the night was an enjoyable experience. It's 
too bad more people (students and faculty alike) can't find 
the time to support these functions. They might just find 
out how much fun they actually are. 

Did you know? 
"The squeaking wheel doesn't always get the 

grease. Sometimes it gets replaced." - Vic Gold 

Choirs schedule fund-raiser for Hill Country tour 
By STACY GILBERT 
Staff Reporter 

The Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference presented a 
student recital at College of the Mainland Feb. 24. 

Students from COM and other schools participated in 
the recital held in the Fine Arts Buildings. 

The recital featured Carlton Hines, director of Voice at
Texas Southern University, as the guest artist. 

The purpose of GCIC is to promote and encourage 
amateur intercollegiate activities. GCIC is involved in 
fine arts, mathematics, natural science, engineering and 

occupational education. 

COM has new police chief 
By CYNTHIA L.KLAES 
Staff Reporter 

"My door is open to all," announced Robert 
Meyer.new police chief at College of the Mainland. 

Meyer ,who filled the seat as director of Campus 
Police and Safety, 

Feb.21,strongly encourages students.staff and faculty 
to become acquainted with COMs five police officers and 
two security guards. 

Meyer feels his officers perform well in their 
occupation and added proudly, "They hold an equally 
important achievement of life, an education." 

COM's police are certified trained peace officers and 
most have completed at least 400 hours of academy 
training. 

The new police chief earned a master's d~gree in 
criminal corrections from Sam Houston· State 
University,Huntsville,in 1985,and he was employed there 
as a lieutenant for the last 5 1/2 years. 

Meyer.who is in temporary quarters in the area, has 
lived in Huntsville for the past 71/2 years. 

The choirs' are scheduling fundraising events March 
through May to pay for a tour of the Texas Hill Country 
planned for May 14-17. 

The choirs First Annual Talent Show held March 4 
was the first of the fundraising events planned to raise 
money for the tour which includes stops in Austin, San 
Marcus and San Antonio. The COM Chorale and the 
New .Jerusalem Baptist Church Choir of Galveston, gave 
guest performances. 

Men, 17 and older, are invited to sign-up for the 
choirs' Mr. Bay Area Contest. The men will compete in 
casual wear, active wear, swimsuits or shorts with 
tank-top, and evening wear. The winner will be awarded 

COM student Patrick Williams of the Pal 
Williams Quartet, performs with his band in 
the Student Center Feb. 25. The band 
presented a tribute to jazz great Miles Davis 
at the invitation of COM's Black Student 
Union. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

a trophy and the first runner-up will receive a plaque. If 
there are enough entries, second and third runners-up will 
be chosen. 

The COM Chorale has been selected to perform in the 
Houston International Festival April 9. 

The Gulf Coast Regional Choir Festival will be held 
at COM May 6 -and 7. High school students from 
Oklahoma, Louisiana and Texas will participate. This 
festival replaces one that was held at Sea-Arama before 
Hurricane Alicia damaged their facilities. 

Recently Hope Shiver, director of the choir, applied 
with Maryann Urick, director of physical education, to 
start a booster organization for the choir. The 
organization will be called the COM Vocal Music Club. 

Quartet pays tribute 
to jazzman Davis 

By MARK KENNEDY 
Staff R~porter 

At the invitation of College of the Mainland's Black 
Student Union, the Pat Williams Quartet presented a 
tribute to Miles Davis in the Student Center Feb. 25 
during the College Hour. · 

· The members of the quartet are the nucleus of a larger 
jazz group from Houston called the Fifth Ward Express. 

Williams said the group decided to do a tribute to 
· Davis because: "He does the kind of music, the jazz, that 

we would be playing. And we better do it now while he's 
still alive because it's not going to do him any good 
when he's dead, you know." 

Accompanying Williams, who plays the trumpet, were 
Richard Waters on drums, Rhonda Bursor on piano and 
Terry Thomas on bass guitar. 

The quartet competed heavily with the murmur and 
clamor of COM's cafeteria audience, except during the 
Davis classic arrangements of "Footprints" and "Walkin'." 



Cainpus Security 
is easier to rea-eh 
By KEVIN FRICKE 
Staff Reporter 

Have you ever arrived late for a class at College of the 
Mainland, and just as you hurriedly slam your car door, 
you realize your keys are still in the ignition? 

Would you feel safer on campus knowing someone is 
always ready to help in an emergency? The Security 
Office at COM wants you to know that they are ready, 
willing and able to help in any situation. 

Toward this end the Security Office has just made it 
easier for you to reach an officer at all times. Security 
can always be reached during college hours by calling the 
switchboard and asking for Security. 

If the switchboard is closed, Security can be reached 
after college hours by dialing (409) 938-1238. The 
Security Office has recently installed an answering 
machine to receive messages during off-hours, and 
whenever Security personnel are not in the office. Use 
the answering machine when you can't reach Security 
through the switchboard. 

Security officers also are now equipped with beepers 
for emergencies. If you ever need to reach an officer when 
you're at home, simply dial (409) 766-2528 and wait for 
the tones, then dial your number and hang up. When 
calling outside the 409 area code, be sure to enter your 
area code before your number. 

Any time you are on campus and need Security, dial 
766-2528, wait for the tones, then dial your extension 
and hang up. 

Upon being paged, the available security guard will 
go to the nearest phone and call you back. 

Security guards are available on campus to serve and 
protect students, faculty and staff, and they want to make 
sure that everyone knows how to reach a guard whenever 
reeded. 

So, the next time you see your keys dangling inside 
your locked car with no help in sight: Who you gonna 
call? 
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COM student Monica Killingsworth, lab assistant for Dr. Kervin Seller's chemistry 
classes, tests a flammable solution designed to burn at a very cool temperature. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

COM prograins featured on cable 
BERT A 0. BRAGG 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland airs at least two events per 
month on Storer Cable through the community access 
channel. . 

This winter shut-ins and couch potatoes enjoyed events 
and concerts, video taped at COM earlier last year, via 
cable television. 
Other programs aired in December included Cesar Cha

vez's talk on dangerous pesticides used on produce in 

America, and COM Chorale's concert, The Messiah. 
During January area viewers were treated to Sparky Koer
ner and the COM Jazz Ensemble, and watched a local 
panel discussion on drugs aimed at high school and col
lege athletes, Play For Today, Win For Tomorrow. 

The college programs can be seen on cable Channel 22 
in Texas City, LaMarque, Hitchcock and Sante Fe on 
weekdays at 9 a.m. and at 5:30 p.m. In League City and 
Dickinson, the programs are broadcast at 11 a.m. and at 
7 p.m. 

Childhood incest often leaves severe emotional scars 
By EMILY WILLIS 
Staff Reporter 

Did you know that one out of every three men and 
women were victims of child sexual abuse and still 
suffer emotionally as a result? 

Sexual intercourse usually comes to mind when 
sexual abuse is metioned, but it can include verbal 
molestation, fondling and exhibitionism. The long-term 
effects of child sexual abuse can be devastating. 

Adults, abused as children, may seek help when 
they begin to experience dissatisfactions with 
relationships, depression, problems with self-esteem, and 
increased feelings of guilt and shame, as well as sexual 
problems, social worker Jeannie Roy, who led the 
Brown Bag Seminar on child abuse, said. 

The Jan. 21 seminar held at College of the Mainland 
featured two women who told of their sexual abuse as 
ch il 'drenand their need for effective therapy. 

Alice (fictitious name ) related, "I was physically, 
sexually and emotionally abused by my father from the 
time I was 9 until I was 16." 

The first assault happened while she was with her 
father in the living room and the rest of the family was 
in the kitchen. He began by fondling her breasts and 
body, saying, "don't tell any~y." 

Alice shared a bedroom with her sister and remembers 
her dad waking them up for school after their mother left 
for work. "I was so scared at this time in my life, but I 
wanted my father's love and attention," Alice said, adding 
that eventually she began going to his bedroom in the 
mornings. 

She also recalls her father taking her to the woods 
near their house. "I always knew what he was going to 
do. That awful taste in my mouth, I wanted to vomit and 
I was choking, gasping for air," Alice said. She 
remembers pleading: "I don't like this daddy," and his 
response, "You'll love it baby." 

When it was over, "he would put on his other face 
and we would go back to the house as if nothing 
happened," she said. 

When Alice lost 50 pounds her mother took her to 
the doctor. "The doctor seem~ unconcerned and told my 
mother there was nothing wrong with me. "When she 
begged for help he referred them to the Mental Health 
Institute where her counseling began. 

Now Alice is married and feels her husband is very 
supportive. They have no children. 

Mary (fictitious name), the youngest of three girls, 
described her family as being "surrounded by illness." 
Her father was an alcoholic and one of her sisters always 
was sick. "I felt my whole family focused on illness, and 
I felt very alone," Mary, who appeared older than Alice, 
said. "I was an A student in school, but felt like di,rt." 

Mary was happy when the sister who was never sick 
got married because then she got a long-wished-for 
brother. But a few weeks after the marriage, 13-year-old 
Mary's brother-in-law began talking "dirty" to her. 

On trips to the drive-in movie he would fondle her 
while her pregnant sister went to the bathroom. And he 
also looked for other opportunities to be alone with her, 
Mary said. 

"He was so clever, he always came and got me to help 
him milk the cows, and just had to go down to the meat 

freezer with him. I was continually feeling guilty and 
ashamed." 

Mary finally told her mother what was happening, 
but when her mother confronted the brother-in-law, he 
promptly denied all accusations. Then Mary's mother 
told her to keep quiet and the abuse continued for nine 
more years until Mary got married. 

Mary, who is now in therapy and has been to support 
groups for the last year, recently left her husband of 16 
years. "He physically and emotionally abused me the 
whole time." 

"My mother and other sister are dead now. I have nev
er confronted my brother-in-law, and if I tell my sister 
(his wife) I risk losing the only family member I have 
left," Mary said tearfully. 

"I hate and love my mother/' she said, then added, 
"My 14-year-old daughter is in therapy after being raped. 
It's very hard to cope." 

The Family Service Center, which provided the 
speakers is financed by United Way and other non-profit 
groups. The center, which has three locations, Galves
ton, Texas City and Dickinson, offers counseling for in
dividuals as well as families. 

If child sexual abuse is suspected it should be reported 
to the police or to Child Protective Service, Roy said. 
The informant is promised his anonymity. 

Roy said 75 percent of the offenders involved in child 
sexual abuse are known to the child. It takes a lot of 
concrete evidence before a conviction can take place and 
therapy, rather than a conviction, is the usual outcome, 

• she concluded. 



Page 6, March 1988, InterCOM 

Campus Sports/Interviews 

Cycle clubs offer 
diversion athletic 

By RON BERTOTHY 
Photography Editor 

Your bicycle could be 
your passport to fun with 
the arrival of warm spring 
weather. 

Whether you are an avid 
cyclist with the latest hi
tech, ultra-lightweight 
equipment or someone 
who simply goes on short 
rides on a department
store-quality IO-speed, 
there is a club in the area 
that would be right for 
you. 

"We don't do any racing," JSC Bicycle club president 
Chris Marsh told InterCOM. The Johnson Space Center 
club is open to all levels of riders and College of the 
Mainland students are welcome to join. 

"Rides vary from IO-mile orientation rides to 200-
kilometer events," Marsh said. JSC holds rides every 
Saturday and Sunday as close as Clear Lake and Galves
ton, and as far away as Brookshire and Huntsville. Since 
the JSC is basically a touring club, they have camp outs 
and parties according to Marsh. 

If bicycle riding by itself is not enough, then the Bay 
Area Triathlete News may be the place to turn to. Triath
lcte competitions involve swimming, bicycling and run
ning in the same event. 

Although the bicycling portion is very much a race, 
traditional racing practices such as drafting will get an in
dividual disqualified accorqing to Esther Ellis of BAT. 

"It's more an aerobic event," Ellis told InterCOM. "It 
allows you to train in three sports." Training involves 
conditioning the body to strive for an even pace over 
long distances, according to Ellis. 

BAT members compete in triathlons in other parts of 
Texas as well as local events. 

The swimming portion of the competition is held in
doors during the winter months but will soon be moving 
outdoors. An open-water swim event is pl3Ilned for Clear 
Lake Park in June. 

Aspiring bicycle racers should contact Wolf pack. This 
club participates in United States Cycling Federation rac
es and is open to riders of all abilities as long as they are 
serious according to president Mike Summer. 

"Our total function is to train riders for racing," Sum
mer told JnterCOM. Wolf pack is one of the few racing 
clubs which trains novice racers as well as top national 
racers according to Summer. The only requirement is a 
willingness to give a large amount of effort to the train
ing. Members train five to seven days per week traveling 

150 to 400 miles. 
Wolfpack members are trained under the direction of 

Jose Louis Tellec, who is currently the Mexican Olym
pic cycling coach. 

The Club promotes some of the largest races in the 
country such as the Hardy Toll Road Bicycle Classic 
coming to Houston this summer with over $25,000 in 
cash and prizes. Summer cautioned COM students not to 
be intimidated, "There is a place for everybody in Wolf
pack." 

For more information on these clubs contact: Esther 
Ellis, BAT, (713) 334-1101; Chris Marsh, JSC, (713) 
481-6757; Mike Summer, Wolfpack, (713) 480-5201; or 
Ken Paschall, Wolf pack, (713) 326-4303. 
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Spring heats up intramural program 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Managing Editor 

The spring · intramural season is underway with the 
basketball and volley ball leagues halfway through and 
water polo gearing up for an early AprHstart. 

The basketball league has featured many exciting, 
closely contested games, with the games on March 10 
following true to form. 

In the first game, a solid team effort ied the Lakers 
over the Rockets 48-45. Lewis Murphy led the balanced 
Laker attack with nine points. Pat Malone, with 15 re
bounds and Kevin Fricke with 13 boards led the Lakers 
overpowering rebounding game. The Rockets were led by 
Clifton Williams with 10 points and 14 rebounds. Joey 
Townsend contributed nine points and 14 rebounds. 

The second game featured a battle of the two first 
place teams, with the Commies topping the JR's 56-51. 
Zoe Hayward's 18 second half points helped the Com
mies overcome a seven point halftime deficit. Hayward 
finished wth 22 points and 11 rebounds. Jerry Bryant 
scored 14 points for the Commies while Tim Harris con
tributed 10 rebounds. The JR's were led by Nate Cole
man's 24 points. Sherrill Ellison added 16 points and 
nine rebounds to the JR's efforsts. 

Basketball league games are planned in the COM gym 

at 3 and 4 Thursday afternoons. 
The volleyball league is going strong, but is still 

open for students to sign up. Right now, the league is 
instructional, with novice players receiving tips on how 
to improve their games. This will soon evolve into a 
competetive league, with four teams facing one another 
on a scheduled basis. 

Overall, Nate Coleman leads the league in scoring 
with 21.9 points per game average and also leads the 
league in three point shots with 18. Jerry Bryant is sec
ond in both categories with a 17.1 ppg average and 14 
threes. 

It's a slightly closer fight on the boards, with Clifton 
Williams leading the league with a 16.2 rebound per 
game average. 

Volleyball league games are played in the COM gym 
on Monday afternoons at 1 and Tuesday afternoons at 4. 
Anyone interested in joining the volley ball league 
should contact Gerald Morgan at Ext. 417. 

Water polo is still signing up players for a league 
which will start in early April. Players will be schooled 
in game fundalmentals as well as basic water safety 
before beginning league play. 

Anyone interested in participating should contact Tim 
Williamson at Ext. 417 before the Friday, March 25 
deadline. 

Weights improve body, mind 
By DERRICK D. REED 
Starr Reporter 

Man's will to achieve greatness through hard work 
goes back for ages. 

Man's first strength contest was not recorded. 
However, the wager was probably substantial - either 
killing or being killed by some prehistoric animal. 

Possibly the most famous of the early weight lifters 
was Milo of Crotona. 

Milo, according to .history books was one of the first 
to practice progressive weight training. He did so by 
lifting a calf several times a week. As the calf grew and 
added weight; Milo also adjusted by building his muscle 
strength until eventually he was the only human strong 
enough to handle the fully grown beast. Primitive, yet 
effective. 

Unlike most popular sports, weight training is one 
sport that is equally divided between men and women. 
There arc simply no weaknesses. The more one lifts, the 
stronger one becomes. Although there are considerable 
size differences, the effects on the body are equal. 

According to College of the Mainland's physical 
education instructor, Steve Justice: "Weight training is 
more a mental than a physical aspect. I like to see 
somebody start in the beginning, and work their way 

I • \ t I 

through the program. I see a lot of physical and mental 
changes." 

Almost all high-powered athletic programs now 
prescribe weight training as a method of training for 
competition, particularly in the pre-season and 
post-season periods. 

Body builders are people whose primary interest is 
developing their physique through massive musculature 
and great definition. 

COM student and body builder, Laura Almendarez, 
says: "I want to be stronger. I don't want the idea of 
being weak, like the normal woman." She adds, "When I 
lift, I feel more independent to do things on my own." 

It is a well-known fact that weight trainers are more 
observant, alert and have better motivation to achieve 
their goals than non-weight trainers. In short weight 
training improves the mental and physical aspects of 
everyday life. 

If you are the type of person who is discouraged easily 
and must sec observable gains, then weight training 
should be your cup of tea. The serious weight trainer can 
often measure some gains after only a few short weeks. 

Whatever your reasons for engaging in weight training 
whether to impress the opposite sex, improve self-esteem 
or gain satisfaction, there is one admonition: You will 
only get out of weight training what you put into it 
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Smith aims to challenge students' social values 
By Frank A. Plusk 
Staff Reporter 

Larry Smith's office walls are a collage of various 
slogans suggesting a more humane approach toward 
resolving social injustice. Prints with insightful thoughts 
ranging from Einstein and Gandhi to Cesar Chavez 
abound. You immediately conclude a sense of 
commitment to social causes from this individual. 

Smith has been teaching at College of the Mainland 
since it first opened its doors 20 years ago. A time not 
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Larry Smith, a history teacher at College of 
the Mainland, pauses for a photograph in his 
office. \ (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

too long ago that still enables him to chuckle in the 
recollection of his youth. 

"Yeah," Smith smiles, "Yeah, I played baseball in the 
Baltimore Orioles minor league system. We traveled quite 
a few miles by bus. Cities like Appleton, Wisconsin, and 
Stockton, California, it was a great way to see America." 

It also served as an authentic dose of American apple 
pie for Smith. He noted an amazing amount of "Archie 
Bunkerism" taking place between white and black 
America. He detected many examples of "Social 
Darwinism" and he specifically recalls the day they 
announced the Gulf of Tonkin incident. 

Although playing against such eventual stars as Jim 
Palmer and Denny McClain was a thrill, baseball soon 
lost its lustre for Smith. He went on to earn his master's 
degree in history a~ Sam Houston State University in 
Huntsville. Before arriving at COM, Smith taught two 
years of high school in nearby Dickinson. 

"I had hoped to teach at a community college from the 
beginning," Smith said. "I was told I didn't have enough 
experience. Another dose of reality. I would comment to 
employers how Jefferson wrote the Declaration of 
Independence at 33. Then I'd say Jesus was fairly young 
and he seemed to accomplish a lot. 

Smith's idealogies are reflected in the "conflict" 
approach to his history lectures. He believes this is an 
important aspect of history many individuals choose to 
ignore or neglect. · 

"Unfortunately that's one of the problems of today's 
education. From a consensus point of view its purpose is 

primarily imparting knowledge and cultural values. It 
should be a vehicle for social change, you lean one way 
or the other as an instructor." 

"Once you accomplish that, then get in touch with the 
students' values from a world perspective. Hopefully 
you'll inspire them to act on those convictions. Create a 
future on the study of the past. It's like a praxis - product 
of reflection and reaction." 

"Maybe students might give thought to the type of 
employer they'd lik~ to work for. Are they involved in the 

military? Do they advocate women's rights? Are they 
anti-union? I'm giving away my biases and identifying 
my true values. Decide on your own values and be 
socially responsible." 

Although he admits the task of stirring a student's 
convictions can be frustrating, Smith insists that his 
main objective is to encourage people to be analytical 
thinkers and challenge their views. 

"You have to disturb their thinking," Smith beamed. 
"I don't care if they adopt my values. Brainwashing or 
indoctrination doesn't suggest room for thought and the 
ability to be aware of looking at different things. I want 
my students to articulate their perspective and think 
critically." 

You get the sense from talking to Larry Smith that 
although many social injustices still exist in today's 
society, you won't be able to get people to react one way 
or the other without first rattling a few cages. 

"There was this study done in which scientists hid 
sweet potatoes in the sand from 100 baboons. Tums out 
one of those baboons realized he didn't like sandy residue 
on his food, so he went to the ocean to wash it off. Other 
baboons would follow until the hundredth ape eventually 
joined the others by the water." 

"You never know who will be that hundredth 
monkey," Smith commented."You never know when that 
one person not acting now might start an overall 
change." 

"It's rewarding getting to know the students, working 
with them, thinking, growing - the interaction that takes 
place. Seeing them become more fair and compassionate 
while expanding their horizons and understanding 
democratical effects is very satisfying as a teacher." 

Larry Smith's cause may appear inconsequential in the 
realm of national, state, or even local impact. The fact is, 
he simply chooses to commit himself to quality 
education. He doesn't blush when admitting that personal 
values arc incorporated into his interpretation of American 
history. It's a matter of style that reflects an enthusiasm 
which never doubts that a hundredth monkey does exist . 

Theater director outlines prograin, attracts recruits 
By DERRICK D. REED 
Starr Reporter 

Are you interested in singing or dancing? Well, 
College of the Mainland's Fine Arts Department is where 
you need to be. 

Theater director Jack Westin, known for such 
productions as On Golden Pond and Romeo and Juliet, 
says, "The department is working on new programs for 
the college all the time, but the project at this time is our 
academic theater program." The program is a training 
ground for young performers. 

One of the courses the program offers is Introduction 
to Theater, which teaches basic aspects of theatrical 

training, as well as theater history. 
"The Beginning Acting course," according to Westin, 

"would be better for those seeking careers in acting, as 
the class gives students more experience. In this course 
the student is given the opportunity to perform before a 
live audience. Students study classic and modem plays 
and view a series of films on acting." 

The Advanced Acting class is a continuation of the 
beginner's course finishing where the beginner left off, 
Westin says, "going into deeper depth." 

For the singers, the program offers a one-credit course, 
Theater Practicum. This course consists of musical and 
non-musical productions. 

Westin has been director of the COM theater 12 years 
and has been directing 25 years. He is a former director of 
Houston's Nina Vance Theater where he directed their 
all-time box-office hit, Life with Father. He also wrote 
and directed American Horse and Horseman. Westin has 
worked with such well-known actors as Ginger Rogers, 
Robert Goulet and Barbara Eden. 

Westin received his master's degr :e in theater at the 

University of Minnesota in Minneapolis and his 
bachelor's degree at MacAlester College in St. Paul, 
Minn. 

The department's second tour of New York this year 
begins March 30. It includes seeing plays, touring 
backstage at theaters and an overall sightseeing tour of 
New York. COM's technical director, Tom King, is in 
charge of the tour group. 

King, who came to COM in 1987, designs and builds 
scenery for the theater. "We're real excited to have him 
with us," Westin says. "He's active and a professional." 

Westin visits many local schools to preview their 
outstanding student actors. He talks to the director of each 

school's theater department to discuss who the school's 
best actors are and to determine scholarship eligibility. 
"We're working on recruiting (for COM)," says Westin. 

COM's theater department holds seven auditions a 
year. "Anyone is welcome to come," Westin urges. 
Auditions for the Foreigner are March 20 at 1:30 p.m. 
and March 21 at 7 p.m. 

Westin invites students seeking careers in singing or 
acting to talk with him. "Teaching at COM is one of the 
things I love best," he says. "If you enjoy your work, it 
isn't work." 

For more 'information about the Fine Arts Department 
call Ext. 221. 

' 

Several members of the cast of COM's production A Chorus Line strike a pose during the 
musical's audition scene. From left: Kyle Hester, Tracy Barcelona, Frank Vega, Kathy Annette, 
Jerry Miller, Melissa Morgan, Roxanne Lynne and Herbert Scl>tt. (Photo by Reggie Schwander) 
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What's Happening 
COMmencement '88 

The Spring 1988 graduation at College of the 
Mainland will be Friday, May 6, at 7:30 p.m. 

All students who will have met their graduation 
requirements prior to May 6, and who wish to participate 

in the graduation should fill out their applications before 
March 18. 

• -
The Jazz Ensemble from College of the Mainland 

will perform at a brunch/dance at Fatima School in 

Student activities calendar 
By FRANK A. PLUSK 

Musicians and oth.crperformers 
will perform outside during Col
lege Hour Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 12:30 to 1;30 p.m. 

In inclement weather perfor
mances will be held in the Student 
Center. For more information, 
contact Maryann Urick at (409) 
938-1211 ext. 418. 

Dates 

College Hour Specials, Events and Sports 

Activities 

Saturday, March 19 ............. ~~ ...................... Democratic Convention in 
COM gym from 10-5 p.m. 

Sunday. March 20 ....................................... Dance for Heart to help raise 
fun<h for the American Heart 
Association, will be held in the 
COM gym 2-4 p.m. All are 
welcome to attend. Pledge 
sheets available at the P .E. 
Building. 

Monday, March 21 ...................................... Part two of the Foot Re.flex 
Worlcshop, designed to 
understand the scientific 
technique of massage that bas a 
definite effect on the normal 
functions of all parts of the 
body begins at 7 p.m. in P112: 
Cost $8 per person. 

Tuesday, March 22 ...................................... Frec karate demonstration will 
be given in lhe Student Center 
at 12:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 22 ...................................... COM Theater Associate Direc
tor Reggie Schwander presents 
an Audition Workshop at 7 
p.m. The workshop is open to 
all at no charge. For more infor
mation call theater office at 
(409) 938-1211 

Tuesday, March 22 ...................................... Low Impact Aerobics set for 
7:30 p.m, in Pll2. Cost $1 

March 28- April 1 ....................................... Spring break. 

Tuesday, March 29 ...................................... Seniors Health Fair (50 years 
plus). Begins at 9:30 a.m. in 
COM gym. Free. 

Sunday, April 10 ............................. ; .......... Biannual Student Employee Pic
nic sponsored by SAB, to be 
held at Carbide Park at 1 p.m. 
Free hotdogs, chips and soft 
drinks will be provided. Play 
softball, bingo, volleyball, 

. horseshoes and frisbee. Call 
Ext. 417 for more information. 

Monday, April 18 ....................................... Learn to Canoe Clinic, 6-8 p.m. 
at COM P. E. Building. Sign 
up by April 14. $2 

Texas City on Sunday, April 10, from 11:30 to 2 p.m. 
This will be a fund-raiser for the American Cancer 
Society. 

The Volunteer Literacy Project sponsored by the Adult 
Basic Education Department needs adults to teach reading. 

The requirements include a desire to help, the ability 
to read and write, a few hours of time and patience. 

About 27 million Americans can't read well enough to 
fill out a job application, to understand the lable on a 
medicine bottle or to read the ballot when voting. 

For more information call Galveston College (409) 
763-6551 Ext. 7117 or College of the Mainland (409) 
938-1211 Ext. 356. 

Student back at school 
Continued from Page 1-----------

wheelchair lodged in wet concrete while in route to the 
library. She was tossed out, broke both legs, sprained 
her arm and was hospitalized for one week. The casts on 
her legs were removed Jan. 26, 17 weeks later. 

Though McCullough is still on pain medication, her 
injuries healed much faster than she expected. 

"I had to drop all of my classes after the accident, 
which put me back another semester," McCullough· 
explained. 

When InterCOM asked if any legal activities were 
initiated after the accident, McCullough replied, "No 
comment." 

McCullough explained, "I suffer from a genetic disease 
called Osteogenesis Imperfecta which leaves the bones 
brittle and easily fractured." 

She discussed the regimen of exercises she has done 
since childhood. They include muscle stretching and a full 
range of motion for both legs and feet. She does the 
exercises at least three times a week. 

Since 3 percent of COM students are handicapped, 
McCullough emphasized a need for physical changes 
around campus that would assist the handicapped. 

"The showers in the gym are inadequate because there 
is a step to get over before you can get in," McCullough 
said. The lounge in the Technical Vocational Building 
has tables with stationary benches, which prevent 
wheelchairs from getting up to the table. 

"The library is biggest annoyance," McCullough 
continued. The front doors need an automatic opening 
device, because they are too heavy for handicapped 
students to open manually. They can maneuver getting 
into the library through the back door, but that presents 
another problem. It's very dark back there at night, and 
there are usually not many other students around, 
McCullough stated. 

McCullough praised the Student Activity Board and 
Phi Theta Kappa for the support both groups offered after 
her accident. "I received so many cards and flowers, along 
with many telephone calls. 

"I love the people at COM and always feel accepted. 
The counselors and instructors project an attitude that is 
positive toward the students," McCullough said. 

"My accident was just a freak thing that happened and 
probably will never happen again," she concluded. 

Donors • give blood 
Continued from Page 1-----------

" A bypass surgery alone requires an incredible amount 
of blood," Ireland summed up. "Taking a little time out 
of your day with a minimal amount of discomfort is 
nothing compared to those people's lives hanging in the 
balance." 

For those who missed the opportunity to share the gift 
of life, the Houston Blood Center's semi-annual blood 
drive returns to COM in the fall. 



Increase in student fees discussed 
By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Staff Reporter 

At the regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the 
College of the Mainland, President Larry Stanley reported 
that the 1.5 million campus enhancement program could be 
provided in several ways. 

He stated that COM could use the pay-as-you-go plan 
using money already available which would provide a very 
gradual change of the campus. 

The second alternative, he said would-include raising of 
tuition. However, most of the trustees did not approve of 
this plan for raising campus improvement funds because 
COM has the lowest tuition in the area and they want to 
keep it that way. 

A bond issue is a third alternative. This plan allows for 
buying while interest is low with a pay back planned over 
a period ofl0 to 20 years. President Stanley said this would 
allow all the work to be done at one time, instead of in 
stages. 

In order to come up with a plan quickly, a committee 
was appointed to study the financing and report at the next 
meeting. 1 

In other business the feasibility of an intercollegfate 
sports program for both men and women was discussed, 

· with attention being given to cost vs. income generated, as 
well as publicity for COM. 

Another factor in favor of sports it that sports might lure 
more high school students to register at COM. 

Dr. George Beatty Jr., dean of Institutional Develop
ment at COM, informed the trustees of his recruitment 
efforts at area high schools already in progress. Beatty's 
program presents career opportunity information to high 
schoolers. 

Among other incentives presented by Dr. Beatty to 
encourage students to enroll at COM after high school 
graduation is using CO M's facilities to display their history 
fair, and class room visits from local schools. "Once they 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 
Development pauses for a photograph. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

come out here they want to come back," Dr. Beatty said. 
According to Dr. Beatty the Superstart Program initi

ated last summer encourages high school senior honor 
students to get early credits by attending COM during the 
summer before their freshman year in college. Last sum-

mer the Star Program consisted of only English. This 
summer drama and science will be added. AMACO is 
helping with the science program. 

Monica Wellington a COM student representative from 

See Increase Page 11 

Students observe Ethnic Day 

Craig Leach and Christine Davis, dressed in their native garb, listen to German accordion music in the 
I Student Center on Ethnic Day, April 5. Leach wears the ceremonial dress of the Chickasaw American 

Indians. Day is dressed in the indigo wrap of her native Ghana, West Africa. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Dean Bass comments on racism 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Managing Editor 

"I believe that there's something in the human psychol
ogy, and it's a weakness that causes people to find .some
thing to tout within themselves to show that they're differ
ent or better than somebody else," remarked Dr. Donald 
Bass, College of the Mainland's dean of Instruction and 
Student Development. "We will use almost anything to 
show that we are different than somebody else." 

Dr. Bass was commenting on racism in general after 
viewing the Racism on Campus teleconference in which 
COM participated March 22. 

"It's not just race. What about social class, religion, and 
geography? I'm interested in the other parts of that concept 

· (prejudice)." 
As dean of student affairs, Dr. Bass has striven to keep 

COM as free of racism as ppssible. 
"If we have people on our staff who are racists, I want 

to know who they are. We try to look for that when we 
employ people. We want to make sure they understand 
what kind of students we have here. We try to eliminate 
that sort of thing on the front end. It's a beginning. 

"We will be employing a person soon who will work for 
the president (of COM) and will deal with helping our 
students and employees understand racial relations. That 
person wil! lead a program that will deal with allegations 

of racism and will be schooled in ways to process that type 
of concern. 

"Part of that person's job will be to try and make sure we 
get minority students to persist through the bacca1aureate 
degree programs (at a senior level university). To give 
them that little extra push that is sometimes necessary." 

While COM certainly exposes its students to a broad 
range of intellectual samplings, there are ng real minority 
study programs offered here. Minority study programs 
was one of the major points raised by the teleconference. 

"I don't see where we have the flexibility to have a 
whole lot of courses in minority studies," Dr. Bass com-

See Dean Bass Page 11 

Racism discussed 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Managing Editor 

On March 22, College of the Mainland,partici
pated in a national teleconference titled Racism on 
Campus: Toward an Agenda for Action. This ambi
tious program addressed the problem of racism on 
the participating campuses and their commitment to 
action. See Teleconference Page 11 
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Campus Editorials 

Students and art instructor, James Templer (standing), enjoy spring weather at one of COM 's campus picnic tables. 
From left: Cristina Reyes, Lecia Robertson, Brian Anderson, Rosalind Ellis and Jonathan Sowell. 

Editor graduates, eyes writing career 
By FRANK A. PLUSK 
Staff Reporter 

Before the sun sets on Friday, May 6, Michael Murphy 
will enjoy his waning moments as InterCOM managing 
editor. His participation in College of the Mainland's com
mencement exercises will mark the end of a three-semester 
association with the college newspaper. 

Murphy's interest in journalism was accidental. He had 
been told by others that he had a knack for writing and that 
.talent came to fruition through a suggestion by Dr. William 
Spillar, chairman of Division of Arts and Humanities, 
during registration. Dr. Spillar suggested Murphy sign up_ 
for a journalism class in the spring of 1987. 

Murphy took a second journalism class during fall of 
1987 and at that time was asked to be editor, a position he 
continued in the spring. Looking back on those semesters, 
Murphy has seen many improvements in the student paper. 

"I think we improved the graphics which eases the 
readability of the paper," Murphy commented. "And we 
focused the content on campus issues, as opposed to the 
general bull--." 

Prior to returning to college, Murphy worked as an 
illustrator for Exxon and McDonnell Douglas. Unfortu
nately the economic crunch and shuttle disaster made his 
position expendable. Murphy developed a talent for 
graphic arts through dabbling on his own. Although he did 
attend the Texas Academy of Art in Houston for a year, 
Murphy eventually dropped out, admitting he didn't "learn 
a ct-thing." 

Murphy, whose associate's degree will be English, 
plans to enroll at the University of Houston-University 
Park (Central Campus) in the fall to pursue a degree in 
professional writing. 

"I don't know what aspect of writing I might like to get 
involved with. I'm just hoping to find those answers in a 
broad atmosphere and decide from there," Murphy stated. 

If his involvement in activities is a barometer of success, 
Murphy's future should be a bright one. He has been 
affiliated with COM's recreation department, participated 
in intramural basketball, worked on the Student Activities 

ij_oor.-<J~n~is.:hi.•irur-.f.t>.r~~Kappa.hondt.1 

society while maintaining a 3.93 grade point average. 
To any of those who might be leaning toward a career in 

journalism, Murphy offered the following tip on becoming 
a good editor: 

"Be an a at all times. That's the only way the rest 
of the staff will respect you. Believe me, it's true. It's the 
only way you'll get any work out of them." 

(It should be noted that this viewpoint is not shared or 
endorsed by Astrid H. Lowery, COM' s journalism instruc
tor and InterCOM adviser.) 

When asked what his favor_ite memory of his studies at 
the COM will be, Murphy said, "Graduation."That answer 
reflects an attitude he's quite emphatic about, "Don't go 
down with the system, dare to be opinionated." 

Michael Murphy bones up on English law. 
I T u' (PbQt~ by, Roa Bertothy.), 

Irritating ads 
assult senses 

By ST ACY GILBERT 
. Staff Reporter 

I spend several hours a week watching the television 
which means I've had the experience of viewing com
mercials. I don't mind seeing commercials, but I don't 
like all of them. 

The commercials I dislike are the ones that are set up 
for the enjoyment of simpletons. "The Studney Twins" 
who advertise pizza are an example of someone's 
stupidity. 

One reason this commercial irritates me is that the 
two actors who play the twins are a pathetic sight. 
These two men are dressed in light blue tuxedo jackets, 

· white ruffled shirts, Hawaiian shorts, tube socks and 
hightop tennis shoes. Then on top of this, one is a 
white SO-year-old man, while the other is a 20-year-old 
black man. 

Another commercial I dislike is the Energizer battery 
commercial that has Jacko the Energizer man. Jacko is 
an older Austrailian man in a black and yellow striped 
outfit who runs around shouting: "You can't have one of 
these without one of these. Oye!" Of course, this is said 
with a charming Aussie accent. 

One commercial most people, including me, enjoy is 
the "California Raisins" commercial. This commercial 
has a line of raisins singing to "Heard It Through the 
Grapevine." Everything in this commercial is made of 
clay, which is an art fonn call claymation. 

Other commercials that I like are the ones that deal 
with drugs and alcohol because they send an important 
message to the public, especially teen-agers. 

I can handle viewing commercials I dislike because 
all I have to is to leave the room or turn the sound 
down. But these commercials really get on my nerves 
when I hear them on the radio. Since I can't turn the 
sound off, I won't know when the program starts again, 
so I'm stuck listening to the commercial. 

The one radio commercial that irritates me to no end 
is the Sticklets Gum commercial that has someone 
attempting to imitate Cyndi Lauper's high-pitched, nasal 
speaking voice while singing. Every time I hear this 
commercial it sends chills down my spine. 
· I could fill up pages naming commercials I think 
should be banned. But what I really want to know is 
why don't advertising agencies dismiss the small-minded 
people who come up with these commercials? 

I think commercials are a great way to advertise 
products. But why do companies choose to present these 
commercials to the public? Do they think the public is 
nothing but unintelligent human beings? 

Children show folk dances 
By CYNTIIlA L. KLAES 
Staff Reporter 

Children from the Westley Community· Center in 
Houston performed at College of the Mainland during 
College Hour April 14. 

· Ten youngsters demonstrated several Mexican folk 
dances to a nearly full house. They danced the rescapetate, 
the rosa de plata and the jarabetapatio. 

The children ranged in age from 2 1/2 to 5 . All of them 
were dressed in costumes to reflect their Mexican heritage. 

Dance instructor Armelia Hernandez has taught at the 
center for the past nine years and says, "Every year the kids 
are gettµig better, so the teaching is getting easier." 

The group is scheduled to perform at the Barbara Jordan 
Institute in Houston late this year. · .. " .. , '. -. 



Ignorance has 
lethal impact 

Rapists may be committing even more crimes than 
they intend. They may have committed themselves to a 
slow, miserable death and will no doubt be responsible 
for the deaths of people they've never even seen. 

In March a known prostitute in Galveston was ab
ducted and raped by four men . The woman has AIDS. 
Now the alleged rapists may be infected and are possibly 
passing on this legacy to their sexual partners or their 
intravenous drug-using buddies. 

The prostitute told Channel 11 news reporter, Currin 
Snipes, a day or so after the offense occurred, that she 
didn't tell the men that she had the AIDS virus because 
she was afraid that they might shoot her in retaliation. 
She also said that she wasn't sorry that they might die 
with the dread disease. "They brought it on themselves. 

" According to reports the woman was dropped off on 
Boulevard Avenue, Galveston's seawall, where she then 
flagged a passing police officer to report the occurrence, 
but refused to file charges. 

One of the frightening aspects of this situation is that 
the woman reportedly still works as a prostitute in this 
island resort city. 

'How many customers has she in the past exposed to 
this fatal virus? And who will innocently become her 
next victim? . 

Experts claim that condoms may be helpful in slow
ing down the transference of this incurable disease. The 
problem, however, is that not all people believe it can 
happen to them, so they don't use protection. Such as 
the four rapists who are still at large. 

There is a disease we all must help fight before we 
can control the spread of AIDS. It is called ignorance. 

The cure for ignorance is simple, but the cure won't 
take without everyone's deliberate participation. 

People make jokes about AIDS and other stressful 
topics just to make them easier to deal with emotional
ly. But there are those people who aren't joking - just 
~ng very lightly a very real and-grave concern to us 
all. 

Many say they are sick and tired of reading and hear
ing about AIDS. But we can't stop trying to inform the 
public because there are those, believe it or not, who are 
continuing to delude themselves about their immortality. 
This delusion could cost someone we know or love their 
life - des Pite their innocence - like emergency or medical 
personnel carrying out their duties. 

The odds against anyone avoiding the disease dimin
ish as the number of infected continues to grow. 

Encourage those who endeavor to communicate accu
rate information, even though you've probably heard it 
all before. It's obvious that there are many people, such 
as these four rapists and the prostitute, who haven't heard 
it well enough. 

TNSA helps COM student 
College of the Mainland's Texas Nursing Student Asso

ciation helped raise money to sponsor a student to a 
national convention in Pittsburg, Penn., April 6-10. 

1NSA-COM Chapter sponsored Vanessa Mitchell, a 
COM nursing student to go to the National Student Nurse 
Convention called Breakthrough to Nursing. 

Mitchell and other nursing students solicited donations 
from local hospitals and clinics. Dr. Red Duke, prominent 
Houston surgeon, contributed $25 to Mitchell. 

Mitchell attended meetings and seminars at the Pitt.c.
burg convention on issues that affect the future of nursing. 
She is expected to report on the convention before the end 
of the spring semester. 
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Letters to the editor 

Dr. Hubisz questions monkey business 
Dear Editor, 

One of the important aspects of the editor's job is 
to see to it that nonsense is not promulgated and 
another is that information is accurate. The 
InterCOM of March 1988 has an article "Smith aims 
to challenge students' social values" that promotes 
nonsense and has an error of fact 

Specifically, let me reproduce two consecutive 
paragraphs: 

"There was this study done in which scientists hid 
sweet potatoes in the sand from 100 baboons. Turns 
out one of those baboons realized he didn't like sandy 
residue on his food, so he went to the ocean to wash 
it off. Other baboons would follow until the hun
dredth ape eventually joined the others by the water.'' 

"You never know who will be that hundredth 
monkey," Smith commented. "You might never 
know when that one person not acting now might 
start an overall change." 

Three students asked that I comment on the 
"hundredth monkey" idea. Normally it would have 
been difficult to track down such research from the 
sketchy description given above. Does one search 
under "baboons," "apes," or "monkeys?" Fortu
nately, I had been asked the same question several 
years ago and I still had my notes. They were indeed 
monkeys, specifically, Japanese macaques. The 
food, "sweet potatoes," was not hidden in the sand. 
It, in fact, was sweet potatoes and wheat which was 
left out in the open, often on beaches. The reasons 
were simple: the investigators wanted to keep the 
monkeys from raiding farms and they wanted to 
simplify the task of keeping track of the troop over 
long periods of time. In 1952 there were 20 monkeys 
and in 1962 there were 59. There never were "100 
monkeys." In 1953 an 18-month -old female did 
begin washing sweet potatoes before eating. By 
1962 36 monkeys were washing potatoes before 
eating, mostly the youngerones. An interesting point 
is that some older monkeys learned from younger 
ones. At no point was there an overall change as the 
result of one monkey's activity. This particular re
port concerned monkeys on Koshima Island. Other 
reports on other-troops on other islands also noticed 
"potato washing" by a few individuals, but neverw<1s 
there anything like a spontaneous "group conscious
ness" wherein all or anywhere near all monkeys 
"saw" that the activity was significant. 

How does such nonsense get started? In this case 
a silly book called Life tide by Lyall Watson. He did 
not understand his sources so he made it all up to 

Staff er wins ribbon 
By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Staff Reporter 

The Art League of the Mainland's 1988 spring exhibit 
held at Texas City's Moore Library April 9-10 drew 32 
entries with 72 paintings in three catagories. College of 
the Mainland students, instructors and area residents ex
hibited oils, watercolors and drawings in three classifica
tions: professional, non-professional and beginner. 

In the professional division, Barbara Crabtree won the 
Best of Show with an oil painting "Outside on a Snowy 
Day." Mary Lou Baker was awarded the Grumbacher 
Silver Award with "Scenes of Saijta Fe." 

In the nonprofessi9nal entries, Louise Kennedy's land
scape "The Red Bridge," Dorise Riehl' s seascape "Expect
ing Miracles" and in the general catagory "Cactus Blos
soms" all came in first. 

The beginners' division first place ribbons went to 
Dorothy Bronnon for her oil "Desert Sunset" and to Inter
COM staffer Eleanor Downs' watercolor"Glass Flowers." 

Thewinningpaintingswillbeonexhibitat TexasCity's 
Moore Library through the end of April. 

conform to his own view of the way that he would 
like things to be. "New Agers" love this sort of 
nonsense. It goes along with their anti-science, anti
intellectual, and anti-academic approach to real 
problems. Believing such nonsense can be danger
ous. See "Of Myths and Monkeys: A Critical Look 
at a.Theory of Critical Mass" by Maureen O'Hara in 
the January 1985 Journal of Humanistic Psychol
ogy. 

TheinterCOM article also states that "Smith has 
been teaching at College of the Mainland since it 
first opened its doors 20 years ago." I quote also 
from a front page article in InterCOM dated April 
1987: "Larry Smith has been a history teacher at the 
college for 20 years." When I arrived at COM in 
1971 Larry Smith was "Director of AdultEducation 
and Community Services" and even as late as the 
1982-83 COM catalog, he is not listed as a faculty 
member. In fact he is a relatively recent addition to 
the faculty as a result of the elimination of his 
position as "Associate Dean." 

Michael Murphy 
Editorial Reply 

Yours truly, 
John L. Hubisz 

I believe you're missing the point. The story of the 
"hundredth monkey" is a parable. The story's value 
does not lie in its scientific accuracy, but rather in the 
point it makes. The point of the story is that there is 
always going to be that one person who transforms 
the opinion of the minority into that of the majority. 
It is supposed to tell people to stand up for some
thing, despite seemingly insurmountable odds. 

Larry Smith's information did not come from the 
"silly" book Lifetide. The information, in/act, came 
from a book called (remarkably enough) "The Hun
dredth Monkey" by Ken Keyes Jr. 

As I ar as scientific accuracy is concerned,/ would 
like to see the scientific documentation behin4 your 
accusation that all "New Agers" are anti-science, 
anti-intellectual, and anti-academic. Are these 
charges documented? 

Smith has been teaching at COM overaspano/20 
years. His first two years here were spent as a history 
instructor. In 1969 he became the director of Adult 
and Continuing Education, a post he held until 1982. 
Since then Smith has been teaching history. We 
apologize for any confusion caused by this misun
derstanding.- Editor 
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COM students exhibit art • 
ID gallery 

By ST ACY GILBERT 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland Art and Humanities Division 
is hosting a student art exhibition in COM's art gallery 
April 14 - May 5. Each year the show is held at the end of 

the spring semester to present student works to the public. 
Studentschosewhetherornottoentertheartexhibitand 

chose the works to be juried by the faculty. Selected pieces 
in this year's exhibit include, paintings, prints, engravings, 
pottery and sculptures.,, 

Six photography students were asked to enter a suite of 

four photographs. Donna Treadwell's theme 1s scenes or 
abandoned objects; Barbara Yeamans, Paris cathedrals; 
Garry Upton, plants; Dogan Kortaltepek, domestic land
scapes; Julie Dasler; portraits; and Jennifer Reynolds 
scenes of Galveston. 

This year's ceramics students experimented with more 
styles than just stonewear, according to Judy Blossman. 
Many of her students used a style called Raku which origi
nated in Japan. This technique involves heating the clay 
quickly until it becomes red hot. The pottery is then placed 
in a garbage can filled with leaves or grass which catch on 
fire because of the heat of the pottery. The lid is then placed 
on the can. The pottery done this way is distinctive because 
if it is glazed the glaze will crack. The styles range from 
low-fire glaze to pit-fire. 

Sculptures from the three ~ensional design class 
taught by James Templer are on exhibit as well as one 
sculpture from a class Blossman taught in the fall involv
ing plaster, clay and soap stone sculptures. 

COM art students took the top awards in the Fourth 
Houston Area Juried Junior College Student Art Exhibi
tion . The exhibition was held March 20-April 25 at the 
University of Houston-Clear Lake. 

Tammy D. Burke won first place with a black and white 
photograph titled "RackstrawDownes '88." Second place 
went to Ethel Kasbaum for an oil titled "Fish on Ice." Joan 
Bales took third with and etching titled "Lily of the Night." 
Jennifer Reynolds also from COM received honorable 
mention. 

COM art students participated in the Fourth Houston Area Juried Junior College Student Art Exhibition held at 
the University of Houston - Clear Lake March 20 - April 25. Some students who took part are: Darleen Baily, 
Jennifer Regis, Debbie Baker, Emily Fuhrhop, Scott Schrieber, Ethel Kasbaum, Karen George, Gina Pruhet, 
Susan Simmons, John Szalwinski, Tammy Burke and Jean Eales. 

Seniors count 

Health Fair held 
(Photo by Jim Higgins) 

SER helps many locate work 
By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Staff Reporter 

The second 50-Plus Health Festival held in the College 
of the Mainland gymnasium March 29 drew twic:e as many 

By EMILY WILLIS 
Staff Reporter 

For a long time, obstacles such as money, know-how 
and who-to-know have stymied people from finding re
warding career opportunities. Galveston County Opera
tion SER, Service, Employment and Redevelopment, 
came into existence to make those three things work for 
instead of against people. 

The League of United Latin American Citizens, com
monly known as LULAC, and the American GI Forum 
gave birth to SER in 1965. The organization is federally 
funded by the Department of Labor. Funds are then chan
neled to the state and the Houston-Galveston Area Coun
cil. 

According to William Cruz, executive director in this 
area, "Most students learn about SER through word-of
mouth." He added that approximately 300 to 500 students 
benefit from the program each year. 

Operation SER offers a variety of programs to students. 
On-the-Job Training is an earn-while-you-learn program. 
SER helps students find the kind of work and/or training 
they need. SER and the employer share the cost of respec
tive program. 

The GED program, a 16-weck, self-paced course is also 
offered through SER. After completing the program as 
well as the GED examination, the student is re&dy for a 
skills training program. · 

Clerical classes lasting 16 weeks offer assistance in de
veloping proficiency in keyboarding skills, spelling and 
filing, as well as building speed and accuracy. A 22-weet 
advanced class teaches participants how to-operate cal.cu-

lators, word processors, dictation equipment and a mem- people as the 1987 health fair. 
ory typewriter. Co-sponsored by Mainland Center Hospital and COM, 

Through counseling guidance and financial aid offered the event's slogan "Seniors Count" was shown by the large 
by SER, further schooling is available to students desiring number of volunteers, contributors and attractions. 
vocational training. Vocational classes range from the Fifteen seminars ranging from "Friendly Foot Care" to 
health care occupations to industrial education, as well as "Senior Vacations" were presented by volunteers. 
electronics and welding technology. Physicians' booths manned by volunteers from the 

Eligibility is based on family income. Valid identifica- Doctor's Clinic, the Eye Clinic of Galveston and by many 
tion and evidence of income and residency are needed. other doctors and technicians included testing for blood 
Only Galveston County residents, 18 years of age and cholesteral and sugar levels, hearing and pulmonary func-
older, are eligible for the program in this area. lion, as well as oral and dental care. 

When applying, interested parties should bring with Channel 13's Melanie Lawson was a popular attraction 
them their social security card, proof of income for the last as she autographed hats and pamphlets for throngs of 
six months, and proof of address such as a driver's license seniors. 
or rent receipts stating applicants address. Proof of United Music was supplied by "Glamor Grannies" and "Harold 
States citizenship is also needed. (Pop) Grice," the one-man band from Dickinson. 

Johnnie Edwards is the College of the Mainland contact "The Art and Color of Make-up" and a "Seniors' Style 
for persons interested in operation SER. Application for Show" were also featured. Sixty door prizes donated by 
enrolling in the program is done at 815 Bayou Road in La local businesses included plants, gift certificates and appli-
Marque~ Edwards also has an office on campus where she · ances, as well as a television set. · 
docs screening, interviewing and counseling for students Fresh fruit and juice made a pleasant mid-morning 
enrolled in the program. break, and the free lunch offried chicken, black-eyed peas 

Edwards has been with SER since February and worked· and cole slaw drew many compliments. 
with the Galveston County Youth Program prior io that. "I Comments overheard from tired but happy people indi-
gct a lot job satisfaction and enjoy working with the group cated their enjoyment of the festival and their pleasure at 
of students I work with. I like assisting students with get- being treated to such an affair. 
ting to the point of being employable and getting on with The 1988 health festival was a well organized affair. 
their lives." Registration proceeded smoothly with adequate volun-

SER is accepting applications and interviewing students teers to make sure long lines were nonexistant. 
interested in enrolling at COM, and c_hoosing careers. Only The campus police drove many tired seniors to their cars 
a limited number of positions are available. Interested per- and directed other vehicles to the gym doors for easy 
sorts should contact Eowards at Ext. 414. .. loacling of the weary. · .. ' ' · • , 



Shiver: Students 
need to think 
By DERRICK REED 
Staff Reporter 

"Teachers are not respected," says College of the 
Mainland's Director of Vocal Activities Hope Shiver. 
"We have lost the ability to think, and it's hurting us. 

Recruited by President Larry Stanley in 1981, Shiver 
says that people have stopped thinking: "I teach music 
fundamentals and it requires thinking. I teach my students 
not to memorize material, because it's too much material 
to remember." Shiver says, "All I want is for the student 
to think." 

"Teachers are not respected today, because the ability 
to think is a major part of our society, and when we don't 
respect thinking; we don't respect teachers," Shiver points 
out. 
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Shiver who earned her bachelor's degree at the 
University of South Mississippi in Hattiesburg, Miss., 
and her master's degree at the University of Oregon in 
Eugene, Ore., believes that "the reason why we see so 
many illiterate people, is because we don't ask the 
question 'why' anymore." She continues, ''.If you don't 
ever ask why, you will never learn." 

#.·- " '-

College of the Mainland Studio Singers prepare to perform at the Houston Internatio~al Festival April 9 at 
Wortham Plaza. Choir director Hope Shriver is pictured third from right. Studio Singers consists of students from 
Dickinson, Texas City, Sante Fe, Hitchcock, LaMarque, Friendswood and the Clear Lake areas. 

Aside from her busy schedule at COM, and her daily 
efforts to make her students think through their material, 
Shiver is involved in many of her own activities such as 
productions. Currently, she is making her theater debut at 
Houston's STAGES. 

Shiver also has a lengthy and varied list of credits to 
her name that range from opera to USO shows. Several 
years ago she appeared as Aldonza in COM's theater 
production of Man of La Mancha. 

Shiver urges: "The responsibilty of learning is within 
us. No matter what class you study, always understand 
the working system as a "'.hole. No one teaches you 
anything, you educate yourself." 

Graduation set 
College of the Mainland commencement exercise will 

beheld May 6at7:30p.m. in thePhysicalEducationBuild
ing. 

'Mr. Bay Area' 
By ST ACY GILBERT 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland choirs' Mr. Bay Area 
Contest was one of several fund-raising events planned so 
they could go on a tour of the Texas Hill Country. Thirteen 
men between the ages of 7 and 38 participated in the pag
eant Eight were in the actual competition, while five were 
in the style show. 

Jim Guidry of Texas City won the title of Mr. Bay Area. 
Guidry received a dinner for two compliments of the The 
Colonel in Galveston. 

Sherrill Ellison of La Marque won the swimsuit compe
tition. He received tickets for two at Chorus line. 

Trophies were also awarded compliments of Gulf Coast 
Engraving. 

Jean Donatto, recent host of Gumby's Playhouse, was 

(Photo by Michael Hengst) 

helps fund choir 
announcer for the event. The judges were Brian Semien, 
Hitchcock; Mary Gillespie, Santa Fe; Ouida Garber of 
COM and Warren Dodson of COM. 

The COM Studio Singers were the only community or 
junior college participants in the Houston International 
Festival. 

"I enjoyed seeing the cultures of other countries," Julie 
Shinn, choir member of Dickinson stated. "Overall its just 
exciting to know that I attended and was involved with an 
international event." 

The COM Singers, Mainland Chorale, Studio Singers, 
area choirs and soloists performed at the Spring Musical 
April 24 in the Student Center. 

The Faith Singers, Rodney Fowler and the Backhome 
Chorus all of Texas City also performed. A dinner was also 
included with the admission fee. 

The choirs hope to go on their tour on May 14- 17. 

Get in shape America, exercise your voting privilege 
By ST ACY GILBERT 
Staff Reporter 

American& have fought for the right to vote since the 

time of our forefathers yet only 59.9 percent of the 
country's registered voters participated in the 1984 presi
dential election. According to a state-by-state tabulation 

College of the Mainland aprenticeship student W. George Warren, center, of Texas City, recently returned 
from the State Electrical Apprenticeship Contest at El Paso. The apprentice with Galveston Electrical Joint 
Apprenticeship and Training Program won top honors in all competitions. Pictured with Warren are 
Jimmy Jones, right, director of the JAT program for Internatio.nal Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
Local 527, and Andy Jones, coordinator of COM's Labor Studies Institute. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

' .... , ' 

done by the Federal Election Commission, 92,652,842 
votes were cast for the president out of an estimated 
173,936,000 in 1984. 

When this country was first founded only the white 
aristocrats could vote. After the Civil War not only blacks 
but poor whites still had obstacles like the poll tax, literacy 
testsandthegrandfatherclausetoovercome. With the 15th 
Amendment all men over 21 could vote no matter what 
their race, color or previous conditions of servitude. 

But even after the 15th Amendment women still could 
not vote. They then protested for their equal rights and on 
Aug. 26, 1920 women finally gained the right to vote with 
the passing of the 19th amendment 

Now all U.S. citizens 18 and over have the right to vote 
since the ratification of the 21st amendment in 1971. All

0 

a person has to do to vote is to register and many people 
don't even do that. 

I've heard people say their vote doesn't count or that
they don't like any of the candidates, so why vote? But 
these are the first people to complain when they don't like 
the candiate who won. People should vote because 
everyone's vote does count, and there has to be one candi
date who is more appealing than another. 

If more people don't exercise their right, the few who 
do vote will control the way this country is run. 

Our forefathers thought this right was important enough 
to fight for why don't we use it? 

==Now you know=~ 
"One place where you're sure to find the perfect 

driver is in the back seat." - Homer Phillips 

r.,r ) ' (. .[ ·,1li ,~ .f l 
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Photographer records 

spring semester scenes 

COM shows its many faces 

The photographs on these pages are intended to show a 
glimpse of some of the scenes and activities which made up 
the spring semester at College of the Mainland. 

The semester ushered in the begining of some physical 
improvements to the campus; construction areas are every
where. 

People began to move outdoors as the weather became 
warmer. The indoor activities at the Student Center, which 
were the norm early in the semester, gave way to outdoor 
events. Now, most everyone is afflicted with spring fever. 

Although we face a staggering amount of distractions, 
we must somehow struggle to maintain our study habits 
just a short while longer. Meanwhile, summer is trying to 
seduce us. 

Text and photos by Ron B ertothy, 

photograpy editor Art student Cynthia Larwa paints a picture of the 
campus 

l 

\ 

Bob Williamson, director of law enforcement training at COM, inspects cadets in the corrections program. 

Volleyball players Tracey Steen, left, ,John Scott Pistone, Levada Dixon and Norman Hayes. 

Students stroll past CO M's domed athletic center. 

Karate student Christopher Fidelibu~, 6, puts a move 
on in!itructor Al Garza during a demonstration at the 
Student Center. 

Construction areas are everywhere this semester 

Changing classes 
' I 

Taking time out from play at CO M's day care center area Jessica Wesley, left, Glenn Biagas, Breanne Mobley 
and Sunny Smith 

Peter Menzel, left, and Jerry Steinhacker entertain at the Student Center on Ethnic Day. 

James Busby feeds ducks at COM's lake. 

• 
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Harris dedicated to excellence in academics 
BERT A 0. BRAGG 
Assistant Editor 

It's not every day that the White House telephones 
College of the Mainland, but on Monday, March 21, the 
COM switchboard operator was trying to locate a very 
busy Richard "Monte" Harris for just such a call. The 
White House finally caught up with Harris in a comput
er lab. 

President Reagan called personally to congratulate 
Harris for his spirited participation in so many worth
while endeavors, in spite of his handicap, and to ask 
Harris to read a personal message from him to the Phi 
Theta Kappas at this year's National Convention in 
Washington, D.C. 

Harris came to College of the Mainland in 1984, af-

Harris displays medals awarded by PTK. 
(Photo by Jim Higgins) 

ter just having lost both his legs due to the complica
tions of diabetes. "My self-confidence was at its lowest 
when I came here. I had to use a wheelchair to get 
around campus and this was the fifth or sixth college I 
had attended," he said. But with encouragement from 
COM English teacher Jo ,Ann Pevoto, his academic 

_ scores improved and he became convinced that he could 
do just as well as anyone. Harris now takes pride in 
maintaining a 3.65 GPA. 

Harris graduated from La Vega High School in Waco 
and from Abilene Christian College in 1960, where he 
majored in the Bible. He attended the United States Ma
rine Corps Institute, Maryland University, Texas A&M 
University in Galveston and Galveston College. When 
Harris graduated from College of the Mainland on May 
8, 1987, he received an associate's degree in applied 
science in computer data processing, a diploma in com
puter operations and another in clerical accounting. 

Harris has re-enrolled at COM and is currently work
ing toward an associate's degree in applied science in ac
counting. 

Harris' academic standing qualified him for initiation 
into the Phi Theta Kappa honor society at COM in 
1984. He was elected vice president of PTK in 1985, in 
1986 he was elected president and in 1987 he became 
state president. 

"I fell in love with learning at COM," Harris says. 
He also met his wife, Shirley Renfro, at COM who at 
the time was the treasurer of the Phi Theta. Kappa, Sig
ma Delta Chapter. The couple married in May 1987. 

Harris also serves on the Student Advisory Council, 
and is president of the newly organized Ex-Student As
sociation. 

High on Harris' list of priorities, as PTK's state pres
ident, is promoting junior community :eolleges, PTK 
and academic excellence throughout the state, and bring
ing the "Unity In Texas" message to every campus. 
Harris has visited 21 campuses and plans to visit more. 

Not only is Harris the state president of PTK but at 

50, he is both the oldest and most active person to hold 
this office in the last 24 years. 

In February, Harris was inducted into the PTK State 
Hall of Honor with the ribbon and medallion award cere
monies. He also received the PTK National Hall of 
Honor Award on March 26. Annually only 10 out of 
150,000 active PTK members are named as inductees for' 
these distinguished awards. 

In addition to his scholastic achievement, Harris 
finds time for hobbies. Rabbits, paint horses, and rare 
and exotic chickens are the animals he enjoys raising and 
showing. Occasionally he acts as announcer or judge at 
local horse shows. He is a member of several horse 
clubs including the American Paint Horse Association. 

Harris also is deeply concerned with the plight of 
the Rideley sea turtle which is rapidly becoming extinct, 
and has written various publications for the National 
Marine Fisheries in Galveston. 

Community volunteer work with organizations such 
as the Texas City Nursing Home Volunteers is some
thing Harris also manages to squeeze into his busy 
schedule. 

"The people in those homes don't get many visitors 
even though they may have family," Harris says. 
"Especially on holidays, I suppose, their relatives are too 
busy with friends and their own children then. So we try 
to visit on those days, when the loneliness is probably 
felt even more deeply. 

"After all the surgery and therapy years ago, the doc
tors warned. that I probably didn't have very long to live. 
So, I just have to take one day at a time. And 111 keep 
on going until I just can't go anymore." 

Harris' unselfish concern for other people and ani
mals may serve as an example for people who find them
selves groaning about how pmch they have to do. It ap
pears that the less one lives for oneself, the more 
incentive there is to continue to work and grow, to en
joy the process to the fullest and to encourage others to 
do the same. 

New anti-smoking fervor borders on fascism 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Photography Editor 

College of the Mainland graduates entering the working 
environment will find a variety of rules and regulations 
affecting cigarette smoking. The restrictions on smoking 
originally were developed as a means of protecting non
smokers from carcinogens produced by cigarette smoking. 
The issue has since raised question concerning how much 
power should an employer hold over an employee. 

The position of the American Cancer Society, Texas 
Division, Inc. declares that "The only truly safe, effective 
and economical method of protecting individuals from 
hazardous involuntary smoking exposure is to eliminate all 
smoking at the worksite." The ACS urges all employers to 
create designated smoking areas as a first step to this goal. 

While a total ban on smoking anywhere on company 
·property may be viewed as harsh, there is relatively no 
argument that a company does not have the right to enact 
such a ban. One company has taken a much more drastic 
position on the smoking issue. 

A drastic position 

USG Acoustical Products Co. of Chicago made the 
news Jan. 21, 1987 when they announced a new smoking 
policy that not only banned employees from smoking 
~ywhere Qrtcompany, property, but prohibited them frQm 

smoking anywhere, including within their own .homes. 
USG also made clear that they were going to test employ
ees to ensure they do not cheat 

A number of employers already test employees for 
illegal drugs. Illegal drug testing is usually only carried out 
on employees who are operating heavy equipment or 
performing a job that could affect the safety of others. USG 
crossed the line of what many consider to be responsible 
business practice by banning employees from participating 
in a legal act and by testing to ensure that they comply. 

'A corporate big brother ' 

Columnist Carl T. Rowan, a crusader for eliminating 
smoking from public places, was outraged by the USG 
policy which he likened to a "corporate big brother." 
Rowan blasted USG in his column in the Houston Post Jan. 
29, 1987 and raised the question of other employers ban
ning other activities such as sex. He concluded by labeling 
the policy "an egregious strike against our constitutional 
protections of privacy." 

Numerous attempts by InterCOM to contact Paul 
Colitti, spokesman for USG, were unsuccessful. 

Employees have no protection 

InterCOM was successful, however, in obtaining an 
interview with Helen Gros of tbe American Civil Liberties 

1t]nion in .~us_tpn. ~lt~o~~ .. sh,~ :o~l~ ~~i f91P!:P.~W.f-,9n 

specific companies or cases, she was able to clarify some 
of the existing problems. Gros stated that many companies 
are creating smoking areas and banning cigarette smoking 
in work areas while some are banning smoking altogether. 

"We are concerned about telling employees what they 
can do at home," she said. Employers presently have great 
latitude in dictating things to employees. Some rules, such 
as a ban on smoking, extend beyond the workplace and 
affect the personal lives of the workers. Gros said, 
"Employers may also dictate their own concep'ts of per
sonal grooming to employees with rules affecting dress, 
hair length and virtually anything else they wish to control. 

"It is unfortunate in this day and time that companies 
have such intrusive policies," Gros said. "Most states have 
laws which, simply put, state that if an employee does not 
like the rules at his present job he or she can quit and go 
somewhere else. These employment-at-will laws allow 
employers to get away with intrusive policies because, in 
theory, an employee can quit and find another job." 

Gros does not see any legislation to protect workers in 
the near future from harsh no-smoking policies because 
unions have not even been willing to go to bat over drug 
testing policies. 

Whether or not more employers will enact tougher no
smoking policies or use their power to regulate other 
aspects of employees' personal lives remains unclear. 
What seems perfectly clear is that employees have no 

rprp~~~n ~d~UP~ .l~~-"a~ l~~ pr~~n! OiP,:1· <,{), ':' , 
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Garber brings varied background to teaching 

Humanities instructor Ouida Garber's easy going 
personality shows in her ready smile. 

By KEVIN FRICKE 
Staff Reporter 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

If you were to pass Ouida Garber in the hallway, you 
might be prompted to say to yourself, "This just might be 
COM's only humanities instructor and for good reason, 
because that's what she is." There's just something about 
her that suggests a concern for human possibilities and 
capabilities. 

An adjunct, who has been teaching at College of the 
Mainland for three years, Garber says it was sheer bad luck 
that brought her to this area. Originally from Tulsa, Okla., 
she and her petroleum engineer husband moved to this area 
expecting the oil boom to continue. Unfortunately, we all 

Camp.us nightmare·s 

know it didn't, but her husb.and is one of the few who has 
held on to his job with a division of Pennzoil. 

Garber is currently working toward her doctorate in 
British literature at Rice University in Houston where she 
finds the elitist attitude a little disconcerting. 

"It's not really the institution that matters, you get out of 
your education what you put into it. I guess I'm just 
suspicious of the trappings of knowledge." 

The daughter of an American-Indian mother and a Ger
man father, Garber finds her heritage a bit too strong to 
handle at times. Throw in a strong religious upbringing and 
- voila'- you have the recipe for a cynic. 

"Yes, I am a bit of a cynic," she admits, stating that she 
also has a strong mystic impulse that she blames on lier 
mother. But because she inherited her father's cold, rational 
outlook she has never really been able to develop the 
mystic in her, and to experience the suspension of disbelief 
she feels is necessary in any metaphysical inquiry. 

"I've always been drawn to the metaphysical, but I'm 
afraid my search for my spiritual roots came up a bit 
empty." 

Garber likes to think of herself as the aberrant in a 
structured society. A frustrated flower child who missed 
the '60s growing up too late in the Midwest, she finds 
teaching the best way to effect a change now. "Subvert 
from within," she jokes, believing in the flower child creed 
of love and compassion, while throwing in her own corol
lary for an intelligent outlook. 

She likes the structure and boredom ofEnglish literature, 
disavowing any interest in American literature and no 
interest in anything written after 1920. 

Garber is interested in the depiction of women in litera
ture, which is why she is drawn to the Victorian Era, 
becauseofits focus on women. She believes thatalotofthe 
reasons behind women's roles st~m from the icons pro
duced then. 

"Victorian literature is my area of speciality. I like the 
surface conventionality with all the quirky little things that 
appear to be suppressed but manage to crop up in peculiar 
times and situations." 

Garber professes no interest in defining roles in society 
for either men or women, objecting to the pinning oflabels 
on people like you would a bug in a glass case. She feels 
instead that the whole picture should emerge from the 
many facets. ofevery individual, instead offocusing on one 
facet and pinning labels based upon that. 

When Coke machines lead to early death 
By MARK KENNEDY 
Campus Safety 

When I read or watch the news, I try to imagine those 
events happening at College of the Mainland. I also try to 
predict the reactions of COM students and personnel to 
those events. If those events have not yet happened at 
COM, I try to come up with measures to prevent the 
more dangerous events from happening. 

A recent perusal of the Houston Chronicle sparked a 
hideous vision of a day at COM. 

I was walking fom the COM library to the Tech-Voe 
Building alone between classes. I heard a whistling above 
my head that got louder and louder followed by a sicken
ing, meaty smack of bones and flesh against the pavement. 
I spun around and saw a body robed in a flight suit 
pancaked on the walkway while fragments of what ap
peared to be a video camera lay on the tributaries of blood 
seeping through the newly made cracks in the sidewalk. 

"Poor bastard," I muttered to myself. 
I continued to the Tech building heading toward the 

snack bar. , 
When I got there a woman was getting testy with a large 

vending machine. It took her money and yielded no treat, 
so she rocked the machine in a fit of anger. The large 
machine toppled down on her. Her ribs blew out like a 
steel-belted radial and her skull cracked like an egg. 

The crowd at the snaclc bar panicked and fled this recent 

visit of death. 
Several specific articles and a general ingestion of news 

induced this fantasy. 
One article was about a veteran skydiver of almost 800 

iumps who made a mistake one day. He forgot his 
.>arachute. He was making the jump in order to videotape 
the feat via a camera on his helmet. He didn't even get on 
the plane with a parachute. His friends didn't notice until 
he hit the ground at 150 mph. 

Another article was about a safety report released from 
the Pentagon. Since 1983 seven people have been killed in 
the Pentagon by vending machines that have toppled down 
on them, " ... smashed fingers and hands, broken arms, 
legs, feet, ankles, pelvic bones, along with punctured 
bladders, skull fractures and neck and throat injuries" have 
been reported. 

Since COM is trying to decide how to appropriate about 
$1.5 million on campus improvements, I offer a cpuple of 
suggestions. 

In the interest of safety for COM students, faculty and 
staff, I suggest banning all of our 20 or so vending ma
chines and replace them with concession stands. The 
vender would then be human and theoretically safer to 
reagon with than a 1,500 pound machine. 

I also feel the erection of a multilayer Kevlar tent 
covering the entire campus would be beneficial to all the 
ground dwellers and to my adreneline junky skydiving 
friends that tell me they might drop in' one day. · 1 

'' ' 

Needless to say, she "''ould like to see the humanities 
division strengthened at COM. She feels. at least two 
courses a semester should be offered, but she gets the 
feeling that this won't happen. After all, there weren't any 
humanities courses offered at COM for more than 10 years 
before the curriculum was resurrected with her arrival. 

Unlike most children who learned about life and the dirty 
stuff in the streets, Garber says she got her art education 
there. She never took any formal classes until her master's 
program, but after attending museums and lectures on her 
own, she found that it was something she easily absorbed. 

She comes from a family of artists on which she blames 
her predisposition for the visual, although she has no 
artistic inclinations of her own. 

Garber is slightly dyslexic, a condition that held her back 
until it was finally diagnosed when she was in college. 
Anyone who has taken orie of her classes knows her 
penchant for getting lost in the spelling of long words. 

"I can make out the first and last parts of words, but the 
rest is just a blur. I read a lot faster that way because I have 
to focus on word patterns instead of the words themselves." 

She describes herself as a mass of contradictions with a 
range from coldly rational to warmly empathic. She likes 
to be precise with her co-workers, but allows herself more 
freedom in her classes where she feels more in control. 

"In my classes I like to encourage students to question 
and to see the value of their own ideas." She even designs 
her tests to allow students to show how much they do know 
instead of what they don't 

Garber feels that everyone should be at least interested in 
everything and have a lively curiosity about the world 
around them. She wants her students to discover their own 
ability to think, and she likes teaching humanities because 
it's a little bit of everything. 

She plans to continue teaching and sees teaching as her 
excuse to keep learning. She would like to be a full-time 
member of the faculty at COM, aware that until that 
happens, her future here is uncertain. 

Finally, when asked which animal she would most like 
to be, she answered," A sea otter, because it's a nice life as 
long as you don't get caught in a net, and besides, I like the 
whiskers." 

COM student Claude Terrell works out in the 
weight room in the gym. 

· ,· (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 
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Modern misconceptions fuel AIDS panic 
By MARK KENNEDY 
Starr Reporter 

"Whatever condition develops because of AIDS, the 
outcome is always the same. This person dies." The 
quote comes from AIDS: A Guide for Survival. The 90 -
page pamphlet is published by the Harris County Medical 
Society and The Houston Academy of Medicine. 

"Like nuclear war or cancer, AIDS casts a shadow all 
Americans live under," the pamphlet contends. 

Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome is the primary 
health hazard of the world. North America and Africa have 
been hit especially hard by the disease. 

Since the first confirmed case of AIDS in 1981, more 
than 1.5 million Americans have been infected with the 
AIDS virus called the Human Immunodeficiency Virus or 
mv. , 

Americans, however, have a dangerously irresponsible 
attitude toward the disease. This attitude stems mainly 
from the fact that AIDS hit the homosexual commu::tity 
first in this country. AIDS has been labeled a "gay" 
disease. But it is not a gay disease alone; it is a disease 
that can kill anyone it infects. 

Why the disease hit the homosexuals so hard in this 
country is virtually unknown. In search of a "Typhoid 
Mary" for AIDS, some theorists suggest that the first 
confirmed case in the United States was diagnosed in a 
homosexual airline stewa.rd from Canada. He brought the 
disease from Haiti and spread it to cities on his flights to 
New York City, San Francisco and Houston. Other 

theories suggest that the disease came from Africa. No 
one is absolutely sure. 

However AIDS got started, the homosexual 
community has been devastated. Intravenous drug users 
were hit just as hard sometime later. Hcm_oph1 liacs and 
other transfusees also have been heavily infected. The 
bisexual community helped the disease invade the 
heterosexual community. 

The virus is spread in a number of ways. Any and all 
sexual contact may spread AIDS. Vaginal, anal, 
oraVgenital and oral/anal sexual contact can infect either 
partner. 

Blood, semen and vaginal fluid carry the virus from 
one partner to the other. 

Sharing dirty needles among intravenous drug users 
causes blood-to-blood contamination. 

Mothers can pass the virus to their babies during 
pregnancy and breastfeeding. 

Tattoo needles, razors and toothbrushes can pass the 
virus if shared with an infected person. 

With the numerous means by which the disease is 
transmitted, AIDS cannot be called a homosexual disease . . 
In fact, U.S. Surgeon General C. Everett Koop recently 
reported that the disease is now spreading fastest among 
intravenous drug abusers. 

In Galveston County, 16 cases of AIDS were reported 
in 1987, according to Jim Hilton, Sexually Transmitted 
Disease Program manager for the Galveston County. 

Hilton reports that almost half the cases in the county 

have occurred in married heterosexuals. 
Hilton also warns, along with most others in the 

health or medical profession, that "risky behavior" must 
be curbed to stop the spread of AIDS. They urge the use 
of a latex condom with a ~rmicide called nonoxynol-9 

during sexual intercourse . .It must be worn throughout the 
entire act or else the condom _ is useless for protection 
against AIDS. Even the proper use of a condom is no 
guarantee for protection. 

The person who is infected with the HIV does not 
necessarily have AIDS. The disease affects people in 
stages. A person can be infected and show no symptoms 
of _AIDS. Mild symptoms of AIDS show a condition 
known as AIDS Related Complex or ARC. The 
full-blown or AIDS condition is the last stage. Severe 
depression of the immune system and general ill health 
results in death in the AIDS stage. For reasons not yet 
known, a person may stay in the first two stages 
indefinitely. 

There is no cure or vaccine for AIDS and few see hope 
for one. There are, however, treatments for AIDS patients 
that can extend their lives. 

Some suggest that another problem with AIDS is that 
the disease is as costly as it is lucrative. What the disease 
costs patients for treatment - if they can afford it - and 
what the public pays in taxes for government research and 
health care, is offset by the growing number of jobs in 
the medical field, and the profiteering of drug developers. 

One nurse went so far as to say, "As long as we have 
AIDS, I have a job." 

Urbina shares enthusiasm for Latin - American history 

Dr. Manuel Urbina, professor of American and Latin 
American history at COM, relaxes in his office. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

By LISA MAJOR 
Starr Reporter 

"Sharing bits ofinformation I have acquired through the 
years in reading, research and travel is what I like most 
about teaching," Dr. Manuel Urbina said. 

What keeps Dr. Urbina enthusiastic about teaching are 
students who are motivated and thrilled to have the oppor
tunity of an education. Such students stand out in his mind 
according to Dr. Urbina, who has been an instructor at 
College of the Mainland for 20 years. 

Dr. Urbina earned his bachelor's degree in 1962 from 
Howard Payne University in Brownwood, and later at
tended the University in Brownwood. He then attended the 
University of Texas in Austin where he earned his master's 
degree in 1967. He taught for four years at COM and then 
returned to the University of Texas and earned his doctor- ' 
ate in 1976. 

Dr. Urbina teaches history of Latin America and Ameri
can history courses. He enjoys teaching Latin American 
history more than any other course. 

To augment his curriculum, Dr. Urbina shares rare 
photos, books and money with his students. After collect
ing for 20 years from rare antique shops in the interior of 
Mexico, Dr. Urbina is able to bring his students closer to 
that time period. This helps him give students a break from 
straight lectures and allows them to become involved with 
history. 

Outside of teaching, Dr. Urbina has acted as translator 

for six programs he has produced for Channel 2. Topics 
discussed include an interview with Mrs. Pancho Villa 
about her husband, one of the two major leaders in the 
Mexican revolution. Dr. Urbina elaborated in the televi
sion program on the Mexican revolution from the point of 
view of Pancho Villa and his activities. He also did an 
interview with Mrs. Emiliano Zapata about her husband, 
the second of the two major leaders of the Mexican revo
lution. 

In another program Dr. Urbina explored the fact that the 
Mexican Revolution is the foundation for the relationship 
between Mexico and the United States. In yet another 
program he covered Mexican-American relations in mod
em times. 

"In addition to teaching duties, I have found it to be very 
rewarding that I was able to create a bridge between the 
college and the Mexican-American community in the 
college district," the professor said. 

Dr. Urbina organized the COM Amigos in 1974 to 
promote Mexican-American events on campus. "The end 
result of this has been an effective establishment of a highly 
successful Cinco de Mayo festival on campus." 

The festival is held May 5 and includes folk dancing and 
mariachi music. Festival goers also will have the opportu
nity to sample native Mexican food such as tacos and 
enchiladas. · 

This year's celebration will mark the 15th anniversary 
of the Cinco de Mayo (which means 5th of May) festival 
and the es(ablishment of the COM Amigos. 

COM host Pancho Villa veterans' November reunion 
By LISA MAJOR 
Starr Reporter 

College of the Mainland will host a reunion of Pancho 
Villa veterans on Nov. 20. Men who rode with Villa from 
1910-1917 will gather at COM for what may be the first 
and only reunion in the United States of the remaining sur
vivors of the first revolution of the 20th century. 

"Five years have been spent searching for the last 
survivors of the Mexican revolution, who presently reside 
in the United States," said Dr. Manuel Urbina, event 
organizer and history professor at COM. 

"After they have been located, an in-depth, two-hour 
video interview will be done to authenticate their being true 
veterans of the Mexican Revolution," Dr. Urbina said. 

Up to the present, 11 veterans have been located, Dr. 
Urbina related. They reside throughout the nation from Los 
Angeles to New York City and range in age from 88 to 91. 
Given their advanced age, this may be the only national 
reunion held in the United States, and therefore every effort 
is being made to give this historic event the widest possible 
coverage. 

The first partial reunion was held in Houston in August 

1987 and received coverage from all three Houston televi
sion stations, as well as national coverage by ABC Radio 
News, United Press International Associated Press and 
USA Today, Dr. Urbina said. In addition, newspapers from 
San Antonio, Houston, El Paso, Tucson, Ariz., Los Ange
les, Calif., New York, Oklahoma City, Okla., and Mexico 
City covered the event. 

The partial reunion in August was limited to veterans 
residing in Texas, Dr. Urbina concluded. It was held in 
preparation for the national reunion that will ~ held at 
COM on November 20. 
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Spanish teacher Cruz finds 'alegria' at COM 
By CYNTIIlA L. KLAES 
Staff Reporter 

"I am proud of my language and I really enjoy teaching 
it to others." Alejandro (Alex) Cruz, who has been teaching 
Spanish at College of the Mainland for four semesters, 
said." As I teach Spanish, I often find myselflearning more 
English." 

"While I was talcing an English course here in the fall of 
'86, I was informed by my instructor, Marilou Morrow, of 
a temporary position as a teacher's aide to Patricia Acosta 
to help teach Spanish," Cruz said enthusiastically. "I had 
never taught before so I didn't know what would be 
expected of me, but I thought I would give it a try, and so 
what started out to bea two-week position somehow turned 
into a permanent position." 

"The lady whose place I took was ill. She eventually 
returned but soon after, another helper left and so that is 
how I became a permanent assistant to Mrs.Acosta," Cruz 
explained. 

"There are three different classes we teach; the begin
ners, the intermediates and advanced. Right now I only 
teach the beginners and the intermediates," Cruz acknowl
edged. 

"When the semester first started we were teaching about 
40 students, but I think now we are down.to about 20. You 
can usually expect that as we move toward the end of the 

semester," Cruz said. 
"I think the Spanish language is being used today more 

than ever, more and more people are wanting to learn it 
Some of my students say they want to learn Spanish 
because they sometimes vacation in Mexico and want to be 
able to understand and communicate with others," Cruz 
said. "Others say they work with the public and it helps to 

know a little Spanish while others say they want to learn it 
just to learn it. Whatever the reason, I am happy just to be 
able to teach them." 

Cruz was born in Mexico, where he lived for 15 years. 
He attended North East University in Tampico (City) , 
Tamaulipas, where he completed six months in science 
communications. He now resides in Galveston. 

Cruz has had a second occupation for the past three 
years as a maintenance man at the Key Largo Resort Hotel 
in Galveston. 

"The majority of the maintenance men and housekeep
ers that work at the hotel are Mexicans and most can only 
speak Spanish. I, too, usually speak Spanish while I am 
there, but because I am one of the few persons that can 
speak English and Spanish, I am often called upon to help 
translate to some of the Spanish speaking guests or persons 
coming into the hotel," Cruz stated. 

"When I am able to help out in such situations, it always 
gives me a happy yet proud feeling of myself and the fact 
that I can speak two different languages and that I am able 
to help is satisfying." 

· ;i., > ' :& -

Students from College of the Mainland participated in the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference's Sports Day at 
Galveston College April 14. Pictured are softball and raquetball team ~ember~ representing COM. _F_ront r_ow 
from left: Cassandra Briscoe Randy Pirkle. Middle row from left: Austm Watkms (raquetball), Patrma Smith, 
Mary Anne Waer, Gerald M~rgan, Kellie Banda, Tony Rodriguez. Back row from left: Joe Ga tine, Mike Co!lins, 
Frank Schurwon (raquetball). Softball team members not pictured: Mike Howard, Ron Stone and Dee Eilts. 

Super students prepare for summer 
By LISA MAJOR 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland will hold its second Summer 
Superstart program June 6 through July I~, according to 
Ouida Garber, English coordinator at COM. Seniors and 
qualified juniors from local high schools are eligible for 
this program. 

In order to qualify, a student must meet one of the 
following requirements: a score of 24 on ACT, 1,000 on 
SAT, or rank in the top 20 percent of their high school 
class, Garber said. In some cases, however, a strong recom
mendation from a teacher or counselor may admit a student 
to the program. 

Students will take either a college level English or 
chemistry credit course lasting six weeks. Morning ses
sions will consist of regular course work, while afternoons 
will be set aside for field trips and on-campus r.ecr~Jional_ 

• ~ . I I ,. _. • ' ,. • • • - ._ 

activities, Garber elaborated. . _ , }.,,, ... , ; ·: r-.o .r ;_-_; • 

Last summer, such field trips included excursions to the 
DeMenil Gallery, the Houston Museum of Fine Arts and 
the Alley Theater, Garber related. Students also took canoe 
rides on the Armand Bayou, visited Texas A&M Univer
sity at Galveston and participated in art studio work with 
.the help of James Templer, an art instructor at COM. 

All students chosen for the Superstart Program receive 
scholarships to cover all student fees and books, Garber 
explained. Field trips and other activities are included in 
the scholarships. 

According to Garber funding comes from COM Presi
dent Larry Stanely's fund. 

Students interested in this program may speak to Jess 
Olive, science coordinator; Dr. Don Bass, dean of Instruc
tion; Ouida Garber, English coordinator; and Brett Jarrett, 
English instructor. 

Students may also obtain information from their high 
school counselors and teachers as well as from handouts 
po,s~d aro'ilfid tl»}ir scbool. ,, ~. . : ; : '. ; ~ ; , 
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Alex Cruz ensena a una estudiente de COM, Eva 
Salazar, en la laboratoria de Espanol. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Dean Bass -Continued from Page 1 

mented. "We can certainly look at what we teach in the 
context of history, economics, world literature, or special 
topics in English and add knowledge other than majority 
culture based. These types of curricular changes would be 
healthy. 

"Education is the key. If you're educated, you're not 
stupid. You may be ignorant of certain things, but you'll 
strive to find out about it That way you'll understand and 
have greater sensitivity1:owards other people. 

"We have this (racism) teleconference on tape and it 
will be available at the library for anyone who wants to 
watch it It's educational. I learned something." 

Campus unrest over racial issues has been on the rise 
lately. On the surface, it would appear that COM does not 
have the problems that many other campuses have dealt 
with. 

"We have our problems, I won't deny that," Dr. Bass 
conceded. "I believe we have very poor minority employ
ment in part-time faculty. We have some divisions where 
we have no minorities. We have to improve our record 
there. I'm not satisfied we've looked hard enough yet. 

"Racism is real, there's no doubt about that in my mind. 
We're not only talking about violence and emotional 
incidents, we're talking about differential treatment, too. 
There's no cure, it'll be coped with rather than cured. I'll be 
long dead before they even come close to curing it. Unfor
tunately, we all will." 

' 

Increas--e---Continued from Page 1 

Human Unity Group (HUG) informed the trustees of 
International Month at COM. This included an interna
tional dress-up day on April 5 with a German band playing 
in the Student Center during College Hour, and a perform
ance by children from Wesley Community Center who 
sang on April 14 during the College Hour. 

Teleconference ----------- l.ontinued from Page 1 

The teleconference was divided into three segments. 
The first segment dealt with historical and contemporary 
perspectives on campus racism. Segment two dealt with 
case studies, most notably racial incidents at the University 
of Michigan at Ann Arbor, Mich. Segment three dealt with 
positive programs for progress. 

A panel discussion, moderated by Bob Petty, a reporter 
from WLS-TV/ABC in Chicago, was held after each seg
ment. 

Anyone who missed the presentation can view a video

tape of the telet~~~r~~f.~ ~ ~e H?~: :ic ,, ,,· e--l; 
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What's Happening 
Cinco de Mayo 
estiv 

College of the Mainland is celebrating the 15th anniver
sary of its Cinco de Mayo Festival Thursday, May 5, in the 
Student Center. Begun in 1974, the festival has helped to 
forge a link between the college and the Mexican-Ameri
can community, as a symbol of the Mexican-American 
community in our midst. 

The festivities begin at noon with Mary Lou Gonzales 
Y Los Gallitos in the Student Center performing mariachi 
music and Mexican folklore dances. 

Next comes the Ballet Folklorico de Houston which 
will be followed with opening remarks by David L. 
Moreno, president of the COM Amigos. 

President Larry Stanley will make his introductory re
marksat 12:45 p.m., and will be followed by aformerCOM 
student, Ya Ya Ybarra, who now sings professionally. 

After that, Mary Lou Gonzales will return to the stage 
to perform until 2 p.m. with the Mexican folkloric dancers. 

The Cinco de Mayo Festival commemorates the initial 
victory of Mexican forces over the French on May 5, 1862, 
which led to their eventual victory and independence in 
1867. 

Student activities calendar 
By Frank A. PJusk 

Musicians and other performers will 
perform outside during College Hour 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12:30 to 
l:30p.m. 

In inclement weather perform
ances will be held in the Student 
Center. For more information, 
contact Maryann Urick at (409) 
938-1211 Ext. 418. 

College Hour Specials, Events and Sports 
Dates - Activity 

Monday May 2-Friday May 6 .................... Finals week 

Wednesday, May 4 ...................................... Outdoor Club meeting in Student 
Center at 7 p.m., open to all. 

Thursday, May 5 ...................... :········· .. ··· .. ·· COM will celebrate Cinco De Mayo 
all day. 

Friday, May 6 .............................................. Spring commencement. 

Saturday, May 7 .......................................... Nurses Pinning and Striping ceremony at 2 p.m. in PE Build
ing. By invitation only. 

Saturday, May 14 
Sunday, May 15 .......................................... Spring Tennis Tournament set at COM tennis courts. Dead 

line for the all-weekend event is Monday, May 9. Contact 
Maryann Urick at Ext. 418 for more details. Open to 
all. 

Saturday, May 14 ........................................ All day karate tournament in COM gym. Admission is free. 

Friday, May 20-
Sunday, May 22 .......................................... Outdoor Club's Upper Guadclupe River canoe trip set. 

Tuesday, May 24 ......................................... Three on three Volleyball tournament at COM gym, 6 p.m., 
$5 entry fee required. Deadline is May 20. Call Ext. 418 
for more information. 

Friday, May 27 ··············:····························· Sign up for Thursday night summer volleyball leagues at 
COM gym, 8 a.m. Open to all. 

Monday, June 13 ......................................... Introduction to Water Exercise al COM pool, 6: 10-6:55 p.m. 
Admission free, open to all. 

Wednesday, June 22 .................................... Discover scuba diving at COM pool, 7 p.m. Class is free but 
limited to 16 people. Deadline forregistration is Tuesday, 
June 21. Open to all. 

Friday, June 24 ................................. ; .......... 9th Annual Moonlight Madness Fun Run at COM campus. 
Sign up by Monday, J unc 20, $7 per entrant. First and second 
place prizes will be awarded. Open to All. 

Sunday June 26 ............................................ Wild Edibles Trek, noon-9 p.m. Sign up by June 23. The $6 
fee includes transportation to Tomball. Group will learn to 
identify edible plants and how to cook them from author · 
Carmine St.ahl of Poppa Stahl's Wild Stuff Cookbook. Open 
toill -

• ,e an 
College of the Mainland's Division of Counseling is 

making an all-out effort to encourage all students to draw 
up a degree plan with their help. 

Once you select a major, call Counseling and make an 
appointment with oneof the counselors to draw up a plan 
and give your college career direction. 

For an appointment call: Althea Choates, Warren 
Dodson, Leroy August, Chester Stout or Roy Walker at 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991. Exts. 277,295, 296, 
226, 287 or 320. 

Rec outings set 
Throughout the summer months · College of the 

Mainland's Recreation Department will sponsor several 
Friday outings. The events are open to all and those inter

. ested in participating should contact Maryann Urick at Ext. 
418. Some of the trips already planned in the Houston area 
are: 

June 10-Port of Houston, lunch will be at 
Shanhai Reds Restaurant 
June l'.7-Fame City Water Works 
June 24-Wildlife Ranch 
July 1-Astroworld 
July 8-Ridley Turtles- The Strand- The Colonel 
July 22-Astros Game 
July 29-Mercer Arboretum and Botanic Gardens 

Summer registration 
Admission requirements must be completed by May 19 

in order to register for the Summer I session on May 26. 
Late registration will be May 30 and 31. Summer II session 
registration is July 7 with late registration July 11. Admis
sion requirements for Summer IT must be completed by 
July 1. 

Desktop publishing 
A teleconference titled Education: Desktop Journalism 

Focus will beheld May 5 in theLRC from 12 to 2 p.m. The 
teleconference is sponsored by the Oregon system of 
higher education with a grant from the U.S. government. 

The conference will cover the evolution, tools of the 
trade, the impact and directions of industry. 

A panel of experts will be available to answer questions 
through a satellite-link-up. 

Picnic succ ss ul 
College of the Mainland's Student Activities Board 

sponsored its Bi-annual Student-Employee Picnic at Car
bide Park near Hitchcock on Sunday, April 10. 

Nearly 200 people attended the advertised festival of 
fun and frolic. Despite the unusually brisk winds, several 
volleyball enthusiasts enjoyed some light hearted compe
tition on the two available courts. 

Families and friends of those associated with COM also 
played soccer, croquet, softball and frisbee. Bingo was 
offered under the pavillion where both children and adults 
played for grab bags of various inexpensive treasures. 

The highlight of the day was the abundance of free hot 
dogs and soft drinks. Lines formed quickly when the 
preparation was completed. Homemade cookies and chili 
along with chips, pickles and plastic utensils furthered the 
picnic atmospher~·-The food was served from 2 to 5 p.m. 

COM's SAB made every effort to incoporate family 
attendence into its spring calendar of events. The board 
was disappointed that more students and employees didn't 
take advantage of this well- planned activity. 

The picnic was an oppurtunity for students to absorb 
some of that tuition exl)Cnse via south of the mouth. 
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Stacy Gilbert and Michael Murphy are the 1988 
TIP A award winners. (Photo by Ron Bertothr' 

InterCOM wins awards 
TIPA awards go to staffers Gilbert and Murphy 

Ily RON BERTOTHY 
Photography Editor 

InterCOM is now an award-winning newspaper be
cause of two Texas Intercollegiate Press Association 
awards won during the spring semester. 

Assistant to the Editor Stacy Gilbert won first place 
in newspaper headline writing and former Managing Ed
itor Michael Murphy won an honorable mention for a 
news story. 

COM entered the contest as a Division 2 school with 
3,320 students. InterCOM had to compete against sub
stantially larger schools as Division 2 includes schools 
with enrollment from 3,000 to 7,499. 

"I am especially proud of InterCOM winning be
cause this was the first time that we entered," said Astrid 
H. Lowery, journalism instructor at COM and Galveston 
College. "Since we were on the lower end of our divi
sion,. I'm really prom.l that we came back with awards." 

Both Gilbert and M~rphy were surprised but very 
pleased when news of thJ awards arrived. "It's gratifying 
to see that the long hours and hard work that go into each 
issue of InterCOM have paid off," Gilbert said. 

Murphy, now a reporter for UHCLIDIAN, the stu
dent newspaper at University of Houston-Clear Lake, 
said, "I hope that the recognition from the awards will 
help attract more talent to the journalism program at 
COM and make it even better." He also stated that the 
journalism program at UHCL is similar to the one at 
COM and he is looking forward to the possibility of In
terCOM staffers transferring there. 

TIPA was founded in 1909 by students from several 
colleges and univcrsilies during a meeting at Baylor Uni
versity in Waco. 

Sixty-four schools are TIPA members. Texas s~:J
dent media alumni include such names as Dan Rather 
and formP,r President Lyndon B. Johnson. 

COM theateF presents ~imon'sBiloxi Blues 
By KRISTINA BUTKOVICH 
Staff Reporter 

Biloxi Blues, a play by Neil Simon, is the season 
opener for the College of the Mainland Community Thea
ter. It is a comedy about a character first seen in Simon's 
Brighton Beach Memoirs. The character Eugene Morris 
Jerome leads the audience on his adventures of leaving 
home, enlisting in the Army and his experience at Boot 
Camp in Biloxi, Miss. 

The opening scene depicts a train ride from Fort Dix, 
N. J. to Biloxi. It is here that the main characters: Jerome 

Cooperation links 
colleges iogether 

By FRANK A. PLUSK 
Managing Editor 

Galveston College and College of the Main
land celebrated 20-year anniversaries last fall and 
are collectively ushering in their third decade with 
"Causeway Courses" that enable students in this 
area to benefit from both school's curriculum. 

This fall's pilot program features the joint 
sharing of COM journalism instructor and Inter
COM academic adviser, Astrid H. Lowery. While 
both schools believe that a journalism program is 
desired, enrollment thus far hasn't warranted the 
need for a full-time instructor at either school. 

In addition to teaching at both colleges, Low
ery is working with GC students to re-introduce 
the ftudent newspaper, The Barometer, this fall af
ter a nine-year absence. 

The premise for developing a cooirative ef
fort between the colleges began with COM Presi
dent Larry Stanley's discussions with GC presi
dent, Dr. John Pickelman, concerning COM's 

See Causeway Page 7 

(Rick Burford), Carney (Jake Bernsen), Wykowski (Tim 
Blackwood), Selridge (PatrickRandall) and Epstein (Robert 
Cravens) are introduced. When they reach Biloxi, they are 
reeted by the hot weather and their Drili Sergeant, Mervin 
. Toomey (Robert Judd), whose verbatdegradations and 
trong disipline exasperates the new recruits. 

After a few.weeks of rotten army food, lack of sleep 
and being hassled by Toomey, all the men but Epstein, 
receive weekend passes. Epstein doesn't receive one 
because of his consistent attempts to outwit Toomey. So 
while the others are out on the town, Epstein has been 
punished with cleaning the latrines. That same weekend, 

Eugene loses his innocence and learns a little about life 
from Rowena (Jackie Byrum), a local prostitute. 

The play continues its look at these recruits and their 
struggle to make it through Boot Camp and World War II. 
Simon creates a hilarious comedy out of the insights and 
thoughts Eugene records in his memoirs. 

Simon also deals with love, uncertainty and the lack of 
judgment that is typical of young men and the situations 
they are faced with. 

All of the actors are excellent in this play and do well 
to keep the audience entertained. It's the complexity of the 

See Blues !'age 8 

Eugene (Rick Burford) visit~ the prostitute Rowena (Jackie B=,•num) in COM theater's Biloxi Blues. 
· (Photo courtesy of COM theater) 
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Campus News/Editorials 
Education dispels 
prejudice and racism 

Frank A. 
Plusk 

With a new decade on the horizon, the extent to 
which racism remains prevalent in American society is a 
sad predicament. Perhaps the social awakening that oc
curred in the '(i()s has produced a more subtle and cleverly 
disguised prejudice in the '80s. 

College of the Mainland used the national telecon
ference format to provide students information on timely 
subjects. The focus from a teleconference held last March 
was on the alarming evidence of racism that exists in 
many of this country's colleges. It generated a mild 
amount of reaction from COM students and illustrated 
the level of tolerance for social injustice that seems per
vasive throughout our educational system. 

Before a problem of this magnitude can ever be re
solved, many Americans must acknowledge personal ra
cist tendencies. Ignorance of that truth only dramatizes 
the complexity of the issue. If one holds a preconceived 
idea about an individual that is typically unfavorable, 
one has prejudicial tendencies. If that prejudice is mani
fested in a doctrine or feeling of racial differences, espe
cially with regard to supposed racial superiority or inferi
ority, one is guilty of being a racist. 

Racism in American history has its roots firmly en
trenched in the country's socio-economic structure, the 
foundation of which began with the aristocratic forefa
thers who collectively formed the opinion that all men 
are created equal. In regard to that principle a thin cloak 
of disguise exists in 20th century America. That cloak is 
security. Security of a well paid job, security of a subur
ban home or apartment, and security of distancing from 
potential confrontation with people denied the same ac
cess to those pursuits of happiness. 

Outside the standard campaign issues voiced in pres
idential elections, America docs not seem intent on re
solving those problems that perpetually breed new gener
ations of racial bias. America needs to focus its energy 
on finding solutions like creating jobs for the poor, se
curing quality public education for all, updating the stan
dards for minimum wage, and providing low cost hous
ing and health care programs. As long as this country's 
middle class continues to hide from these social ills in 
the comforts of their own security, they will remain ig
norant of the factors that serve to insure intolerable lev
els of poverty. 

Poverty of thought, poverty of protection, poverty 
of comfort and decency tends to fuel emotions of anger 
and spite in an individual. One man's blindness to anoth
er man's afflictions causes lack of respect and prohibits 
mutual understanding. Destroying the cancer of racism is 
directly linked to educational process. 

Racism can be cured. The focus should be an educat
ed understanding of ethnicity and culture rather than emo
tional conjecture or opinion. The teleconference last 
March indicated how social perceptions are solidified by 
the time students reach the college level. Today's educa
tional system must galvanize its efforts and create an en
viornment that is healthy for all races to peacefully co
exist on an equal basis. 

In order to bridge this gap, efforts to rectify genera
tions of racial bias should not be concentrated solely on 
the college level. The promise of social harmony must 
begin in primary schools and the relationship between 
child and parent should allow for that enlightenment. 

COM student William Bishop, center, confers with U.S. Army recruiters SSG.David Caldera, left, and Sgt. 
William C. Toro in the Student Center Sept. 22. Bishop is enlisted in the Army's delayed entry program 
and will be leavinl! for basic training in January 1989. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Environmental issues lost • ID 2-party rhetoric 
By KAREN McMANUS 
Staff Reporte 

"Will our legacy be a nation of eroded land, de
spoiled wilderness and polluted rivers with few available 
resources to restore them?" This question is posed in a 
recent article published in Environment mng:izinc. 

We are confronted daily with information about 
manlfr,d's contributions to the environmental problem. 
The media in every form lets us know of recent discover
ies or developments. Increasing population and rapid 
technological improvements over the past century hav~ 
expanded the amount of waste and pollution in ow
world. City & State magazine reports "Water (is) pol
luted with hazardous medical waste and sewage, air (is) 
choked with acid rain and smog, and wildlife (is) stran
gled by plastics and oil." This is only part of our predic
ament. 

Richard D. Lamm and Thomas A. Barron address the 
issue of government involvement in their article, "The 
En\'ironmental Agenda for the Next Administration" 
published in Environment. They stress a strong nxd for 
the government to take action. 

Regulation by the U.S. Congress includes the 1987 
Clean Water Act, and The Clean Air Act. However, 
Congress has avoided funding and enforcing these pro
grams. At this time where do we stand with governmen
tal support and policies? 

The Democratic platform addresses the environmen
tal issues with a purely ideological overview. "We be
lieve ... that pollution must be stopped at the source by 
~hifLing to new, environmentally sound manufacturing 
~nd farming technologies; that the federal government 
.;mst promote recycling .... " The actions that the Demo
crats intend to take, if elected, are not itemized. 

The Republican platform outlines what they intend 
to do about the environment, if elected. Although they 
arc quite specific on a number of issues such as coastal 
erosion and waste disposal, the platform list does not ad
dress serious problems such as the pollution of our sur
face water, rivers and lakes. 

Both parties consider environmental pollution to be 
international in proportion. The Republican platform 
states that "the most serious environmental problems 

that will confront us in the years ahead are global in 
scope." 

John Milton, an English poet from the 17th centu
ry, seems to give a prediction for our world from his 
book, Paradise Lost. "Earth felt the wound, and Nature 
from her seat Sighing through all her works gave signs 
of woe, That all was lost" 

An article in the January issue of Environment 
states that "the impact of public opinion is particularl:, 
strong in an election year." 

This first of a three-part series on the environment 
has attempted to focus on policital implications. I have 
found this to be particularly difficult becau~e both parties 
address what they propose to do, but not how the task 
can be accomplished. The one conclusion I have reached 
is that now is the time for us to focus on our responsi
bilities. Before the election we must study the environ
mental issue and vote accordingly. 
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Bush adds experience 
to our nation's capital 
By RON BERTHOTHY 
Photography Editor 

America needs George Bush in the White House. 
He is the only candidate with the experience and creden
tials necessary to perform effectively as president of the 
United States of America. 

Bush has served America in combat as a naval fight
er pilot during World War II, two terms in the U.S. Con
gress, ambassador to China, ambassador to the United 
Nations, director of the CIA, as well as two terms as vice 
president. Compare this record with that of his opponent, 
Michael Dukakis. 

What has Dukakis accomplished other than serving 
as governor of Massachusetts, a state with one of the 
highest tax rates in America? What other experience 
does he have that would help him be an effective presi
dent? 

While Dukakis has selected a running mate who 
does have good credentials, Sen. Lloyd Bentsen of Tex
as, it is Dukakis, not Bentsen, who is running for the 
presidency. It is not Bentsen's conservative, rational 
views that will set the agenda during a Dukakis presiden
cy. Instead, the liberal policies of Dukakis will set the 
tone at a time when both the U.S. Congress and Senate 
are controlled by the Democrats. 

Dukakis has stated that he will raise taxes only as a 
last resort; his voting record as governor of Massachu
setts contradicts his campaign rhetoric. Bush has stated 
that he opposes any tax increases and his record confirms 
this. 

Dukakis has gone on record as being in favor of 
strict gun control legislation. Bush opposes gun control 
legislation. A Bush presidency would not compromise 
the rights of American citizens guaranteed by the Second 
Amendment of the Bill of Rights, a Dukakis presidency 
would attack our right to keep and bear arms in a very 
substantial manner. 

While George Bush has stated that he will continue 
Reagan's highly effective policy of dealing with our ad
versaries from a position of strength, Dukakis proposes 
drastic cuts in the defense budget. 

The liberal Democrats had tried this approach to na
tional defense during the Carter administration and as a 
result America was bullied not only by the Soviets but 
by third-rate powers such as Iran. The Reagan-Bush ad
ministration has not only regained America's self respect 
by dealing harshly with the Libyans and the communists 
in Grenada, but the administration has had tremendous 
results in reaching nuclear arms control agreements with 
the Soviets. Can America now afford a reckless retreat 
to the failed policies of the Carter administration? 

A Bush presidency would do much to enhance the 
Texas economy. Bush is a Texas oilman, his energy poli
cies would encow·age drilling and exploration for new oil 
resources. 

A st:ong oil industry is essential to speed the eco
nomic recovery of Texas and its neighboring states. A 
Dukakis presidency, however, would not help the econo
my of Texas. He has always voted against legislation that 
would benefit domestic oil and natural gas industries. 
Dukakis has called for the de-regulation of naturalgas, a 
system that actually allowes buyers in Massachusetts to 
obtain Texas gas at a lower price than Texans can. 

Alternative energy sources such as solar and wind 
power are Dukakis' vision of a sound energy policy. 
While technologies in these areas must be pursued, they 
do not make for a tenable energy policy in 1988. 

In summary, Bush has the experience, the sountl 
judgement and the realistic solutions to the problems 
confronting America today. Dukakis has little to offer 
save an ovenealous commitment to an impractical ideol
ogy. He will bring little experience, dubious judgment 
and dangerous solutions to America's problems. 

Politico.I Hype ~lls the Strinss 

Unemployed retrained 
By BERTIE B. SIMMONS 
Staff Reporter 

The trauma of rejection and shattered plans can hap
pen to anyone. It is difficult to go to work one day and 
without prior notice find out that you've been terminated. 
The Dislocated Worker Program is a safety net for those 
people who have been laid off with little or no hope of being 
rehired. 

According to Bill Charbonneau, College of the 
Mainland's director of Economic Development office, 
"The immediate goal is to place dislocated workers on 
retraining paths that most clearly match their interest and 
aptitude." 

In 1982, when the oil industry began its decline, the 
economic base for the Gulf Coast Area was severely 
affected. Two years later, COM was selected to pilot a 
program as subcontractor to provide "job alternatives to 
the dislocated people from the petroleum, chemical and 
other hard hit industries," Charbonneau explained. 

The parent program, Job Training Partnership Act, 
made its debut in 1984 when it was funded by the U.S. 
Department of Labor. Charbonneau then prepared the 
primary contract to retrain workers for the Houston/ 
Galveston Area Council, and in1985 implemented the 
Dislocated Worker Program. 

Approximately 290 laid-off workers in Galveston, 
Harris, Brazoria and surrounding counties may be able to 
retrain in alternative career areas as of July 1, thanks to 
a$400,000 grant that was awarded to COM. The funding 
will run from July 1, 1988 through June 30, 1989. 

"Each eligible person is evaluated for interest and 
aptitude and then placed inlo a classroom training progn,111 
in one of the target areas where job prospects appear good, 
" Charbonneau stated. 

COM will be recruiting through the Texas Employ
ment Commission, other employment agencies, area in
dustries, local union offices and other resources to contact 
dislocated workers. 

Eligibility qualifications for the new grant include:the 
person must be currently unemployed, eligible to draw 
unemployment benefits, and have no opportunity of re
turning to his former employment or of finding permanent 
work with your current job skills. 

The Dislocated Worker ~ogram has given new goals 
and new hope to the jobless. If you need assistance you 
may apply at 1130 Delmar in La Marque or call COM at 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991 Ext. 466. 
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Gov. Dukakis supports 
equality in government 

By BERTIE B. SIMMONS 
Staff Reporter 

On Tuesday, Nov. 8, Americans will elect a new 
man for president of the United States. Michael Dukakis 
should be that man. 

The invaluable experience he has gained as governor of 
Massachusetts on issues such as education, drug aware
ness and environmental concerns has no match. When 
he leaves his home state for Washington, he leaves 10 
balanced budgets and taxes that have been reduced five 
times. 

A Dukakis-Bentsen Administration would emphasize 
the importance of education for all Americans. Our pub
lic schools are functioning far behind most other West
ern nations, especially Japan and West Germany . 

Dukakis quadrupled spending for education in Massa
chusetts and pioneered a program to fund welfare recip
ients to study vocational trades and to become functional 
citizens again. This program recently graduated its 
50,000 student from welfare programs to the labor mar
ket. 

Dukakis already has a complete education program, 
while the Reagan-Bush administration cut federal spend
ing for education every year since taking office in 1980. 

The expanding drug problems are a major concern for 
most Americans. Dukakis offers three solutions to com
bat drug usuage in this country. First, a federally funded 
program to encourage and help drug users kick their ad
dictions. Second, education aimed at keeping young 
people drug free. And third, a foreign policy that would 
penalize any country allowing drug traffickers to operate 
by losing American foreign aid or trade. 

Reagan and Bush, while talking tough on the drug is
sue, have done little to stop drugs from being smuggled 
into this country. Federal aid to drug rehabilitation clin
ics has been cut. This move has increased the problem 
for those who want to "kick" the drug habit. 

In 1972 a bipartisan Congress enacted the Clean Air/ 
Clean Water Act. A Dukakis-Bentsen administration 
will strengthen this act through federal investigations, 
harsh fines for violators and community support. The 
present administration with George Bush as vice presi
dent has since 1980 sought to weaken the Clean Air/ 
Clean Water Act through legislation catering to corpora
tions and general neglect of the Environmental Protec
tion Agency. 

Scandal after scandal has rocked the Reagan-Bush ad
mininstration since 1980. Bush is already continuing 
this process as eight top aides stepped down from the 
committee to elect him amid charges of facism, support 
of Neo-Nazis and connection to suspected drug kingpins. 

We all know how Bush recites the Pledge of Alle
gience, but can he qo it in the spirit of democrat Jesse 
Jackson who said; "A candidate must also pledge to 
house the homeless, pledge to educate our children, 
pledge to feed the hungry, and pledge allegience to the 
people." 

Michael Dukakis is a man of integrity, a man of honor 
and vision. He offers all Americans a voice in govern
ment and creative solutions to today's tough problems. 
He will take charge and take responsibility. 

Vietnam series set· f~r COM• 
A series offour talks on the Vietnam era will 

be .. ~iven1.goll'f&5 .. p.fJhe ~q~d~.~~ coll~$~ .. 
is offering these discussions to helpthose with . 
questions about the: still-controversial issue of the 
Vietnam Y/at. CCfM $tUdents, Vie~ Veterans, 
and UmpJ!. membefs w.iil be ~Jtted ftee. The ri>- ··• 
ics. inclµqe;. The Warriors~Pa,ylng the P,tjce, Nov. 
JO; •ln ~~pport .. l{ieking up. the Piec~, Nov, JS; . 

'S~i!:izt~a~ 
··•·••• '?l. j 
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Campus Features 
A Thanksgiving in Mexico City for COM choir 
By PATRICIA HALL and the Mainland Choral have been invited to perform Performers at the concert according to Hope Shiver, 
Starr Reporter with the Orqueslra Filarmonica de la UNAM (the Mcxi- director of choral and vocal activities at COM, will be 

co City Symphony Orchestra), Nov. 26 and 27, in the Mexico City Symphony Orchestra, University of 
College of the Mainland Ensemble, COM Singers Mexico City, Mexico. Houston Choral and selected area community college 

choirs, to include COM. Dr. Charles S. Hausmann, of 

Choir Director Hope Shiver, 2nd row left, prepares the group for activities in Mexico City. The concert, featur
ing area college choirs, will be held during the Thanksgiving holidays. (Photo by Patricia Hall) 

Child Development Lab accredited 
By DARLENE BURGNER ,.1- ,J t.,c:

1
':; •t'Y'\ of its kind in Galveston and Brazoria counties to have 

Staff Reporter achieved accreditation. 

The College of the Mainland Chil~ Development Lab 
is designed to provide training for COM students interested 
.in the child care field. It also serves the community by 
providing high quality and reasonably priced day care for 
children. 

Director Katie Best Butler, a nati v~ of Arkansas, came 
to COM eight years ago to instruct child development 
classes and has coordinated the lab for the last four years. 
Butler earned a bachelor of science and education degree 
from Bethel College, and a religious education degree from 
Scarritt College, both in Tennessee. She also earned a 
doctorate in curriculum and instruction/early childhood 
education from the UniversityofHouston-University Park. 

The developmental lab was accredited by the National 
Academy of Early Childhood Programs in June 1987. To 
achieve accreditation a childhood program voluntarily 
undergoes a comprehensive process of internal self-study. 
Afterwards, outside professionals are invited to verify 
compliance with the academy's criteria for high quality 
early childhood programs. 

TheCOMChildDevelopmentProgramistheonlyone 

The lab's friendly and caring staff consists of Norma 
Doss, secretary; Nancy Segura and Beth Mills, infant 
room; Lawarn Dotson, toddlers; Susan Napoli, 2-year
olds; and Shirley Lester and Angela Robinson, 3-, 4- and 
5-year-olds. (Miss) Olla Bell, cooks and serves nutritious 
meals and snacks to the youngsters. 

The lab also houses two hermit crabs, a guinea pig ?fld 
a rabbit for the children's enjoyment 

The lab, attached to the back of the Technical-Voca
tional Building has four rooms with different age groups 
assigned to each room. The atmosphere is bright and 
cheerful with toys and educational materials appropriate 
for each age group. The lab, which opened fall 1985, is 
designed to care for 42 children, Butler said. 

A variety of dolls, mini-kitchen equipment. blocks, 
balls, puzzles and mobiles are just a few of the items the lab 
offers for children to learn and have fun at the same time. 

The playground is filled with everything from outdoor 
forts and playhouses to sandboxes and tricycle trails. 
According to Butler, the custom playground was designed 
and built by Worth Hewitt of Creative Playgrounds. 

University of Houston School of Music, is the official 
choral coordinator of all groups involved. 

The Mexico City Symphony Orchestra will pro
vide air transportation by Continental Airlines and hotel 
accoommodations in (he popular "Zona Rosa" (Pink 
Zone) in downtown Mexico City. 

Shiver said that the combined choirs, approximate
ly 250 singers, will perform the Berlioz Requiem, one 
of the most famous major choral works of the ro
mantic period of 19th century. 

The choirs will be accompanied by a 200-piece or
chestra. 

Soloist, William Brown, an internationally known 
tenor, will also perform, Shiver said. 

The invitation extended to the COM Ensembles is 
a great honor, Shiver said."We are pleased to be invited 
and this will make for a very exciting Thanksgiving 
weekend for only $250." 

Anyone, who just wants to come along to Mexi
co City is welcome, Shriver said. Of course, the people 

will be responsible for all expenses, to include.air fare 
and hotel accommodations. 

Fund-raising activities are now being launched by 
the groups to earn the $250 necessary for each choir 
member. 

For further information contact Hope Shiver in the 
Fine Arts Building Room, or call (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991 Ext 348. 

Lane Ransom demonstrates his best football stanc€ 
as he romps on the playground of the child develop
·ment lab. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

COM theater serves community as well as college 
By A. SCOTT YOCHAM 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Community Theater is a 
fast growing center for the performing arts in the commu
nity as well as the school. 

Performances are made possible through a coopera
tion between COM students and individuals in the commu
nity with growing emphasis being placed on the academic 
aspects. This semester the largest number of theater stu
dents ever are enrolled necessitating two classes for the 

first time Associate Director Reggie Schwander says. 
In addition to students and private citizens, the theater 

also enlists the help of professional prop and scenery 
designers as well as a full-time technical director and a full
time costumer thereby creating more professional produc
tions. 

The theater boasts one of the state's largest number of 
season ticket subscribers: approximately 14,000. 

Every production runs 16-20 performances. Each year 
the theater presents approximately six productions. The 
cast also gives three previews two of which are open to 

students and faculty. 
1l1e cast and crew of these productions vary greatly in 

size. For instance, a cast and crew of73 people was needed 
for By2, Bye Birdie this summer. In contrast, the produc
tion of Greater Tuna in 1985 made use of merely 14 
persons. 

This year's productions include: Biloxi Blues, Sept. 
22-0ct. l6;TheBestChristmasPageantEver,Dec. l-Dcc. 
18; A Premier (a play to be announced), Jan. 26-Feb.19; 
Big River, March 30-April 30; Shooting Stars, May 25-
June 18; and 42nd Street, July 13-Aug. 1 ~ 



InterCOM, October 1988, Page 5 

SAB presents sound solution to school blues 
By GARY A.JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's Student Activity Board 
sponsored the School Year Kickoff on campus at Col
lege Hour Sept.13. The event featured the pop band The 
Solution. 

The Solution played a diversity of music. Rock and 
roll, soul, pop and such Top 40 hits as" Wishing Well," 
"Dead or Alive," and" La Bamba". 

During the band's break, President Larry Stanley 
gave a short address. After introducing several key 
COM faculty members and the members of SAB, Stan
ley focused his attention on Denise Collins of Buffalo, 
N.Y. She is the newly appointed assistant to the presi
dent. 

The concert drew a large crowd. Despite the warm 
weather, several people danced to the pulsing beat. Free 
popcorn and soft drinks were provided by the SAB for 
those listening or traveling across campus. 

The band encouraged audience participation. With 
an impromptu decision, lead vocalist Roy persuaded 
student SAB member Marcie Cokely to join them and 
sing a few bars of "La Bamba". 

The band members are: lead vocalist, Vernon Roy; 
drummer, Cleveland Hendricks; guitarist, Jeffrey Pen
nington; keyboardist, Steve Fawcett; and bass guitar, 
Eric Owens. All of the band members are Galveston 
County natives but two. The group formed The Solution 
two years ago and play weekends at the Flagship Hotel 
in Galveston. Sound and light techhnician, Darryl Latti
more states, "We play local clubs and events. We per
form at places like COM and similar things." 

Sounds of Solution drew a large crowd Sept. 13 as they rocked outside of the Learning Recources Center. 
(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Math department makes changes in 
By ST ACY GILBERT 
Assistant to the Editor 

The Mathematics Department at College of the Main
land has made some changes in the curriculum. Students 
who are taking math this semester have a more complicated 
form of college algebra to master. George Thomas, a COM 
math instructor, said that the change is to prepare students 
for the TASP (fexas Academic Skills Program) test. 

College students will have to pass the TASP test in 
order to graduate beginning in the Fall 1989 semester. 
Thomas said that COM initiated the new levels of math 

_.., ,..., 

early so that students would get a head start. 

Instructors from Texas colleges held a regional meet
ing during the 1986-87 school year and collectively agreed 
on the material that was to be studied in each course so that 
all state colleges would be teaching the same material. 

The changes COM has made are: Math 130 and 131 
Arithmetic and Fundamentals has become Math 030 Fun
damentals of Math; Math 132 Algebra has become 031 
Elementary Algebra; Math 133 changed name and number 
to 032 Intermediate Algebra; Math 133 College Algebra 
has retained the name and number, but the content is new; 

Fall 1988 InterCOM staff pauses for a photograph. Standing (from left): Astrid H. Lowery, adviser; Karen 
McManus, reporter; Greg Guion, reporter; Frank A. Plusk, editor; Scott Yocham, reporter; Stacy Gilbert, as
sistant to the editor; Keith Peterson, reporter; Patricia Hall, reporter; Gary Jenkins, reporter; Darlene Burgner, 
reporter; Connie DeQuire, reporter; Ron Bertothy, photography editor. Seated (from left) Kristina Butkovich, 
reporter; Berta 0. Bragg, assistant editor; Eleanor Downs, assistant to the editor; Bertie Simmons, reporter; 
and Jennifer Bradshaw, reporter. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

algebra curriculum 
Math 134 Trigonometry has remained the same; and Math 
135 Precalculus has become 14 5 Precalculus. Courses that 
begin with a zero are classes that don't transfer to other 
colleges. 

Students who have already taken college algebra or 
higher courses do not have to retake the classes. If students 
have received credit for a course and it is on their transcript 
they don't have to worry. Students taking college algebra 
this semester or higher levels of math will be better pre
pared for the T ASP test 

For more information students can call the Math 
Department at (409)938-1211 or(713)280-3991 ext.244. 

COM allocates for 
beautification campus 

By A. SCOTT YOCHAM 
Staff Reporter 

A small increase in fees at College of the Mainland this 
semester is being used to fund a campus enhancement 
program designed to make the surroundings more efficient 
and beautiful. 

Each COM student is assessed fees and tuition that is 
paid in a lump sum at the start of each semester. The 
increase in fees em bodies a $1.50 per credit hour hike with 
a minimum of $10 per student The Continuing Education 
Department has been assessed a $30,000 increase which 
they plan to reach through various means such as raising 
prices on courses and theater tickets. 

COM President Larry Stanley assures that these fees 
will be terminated when the debt is paid in full. 

Although tuition has not been raised, $15 of each 
tuition may be used in helping to fund the renewal. 

Projects designated for 1.he general campus take a 
variety of forms and will improve virtually every area. 
Some of these undertakings include improved landscape, 
covered walkways between buildings, congregation areas 
in strategic locations around campus, new and clearer 
signs, Student Center renovation, a jogging track around 
Eckert Lake in addition to other useful projects. 
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Campus Sports/Interviews 

Sherril Ellison tires a serve during the student/ 
faculty volleyball game Sept.22. 

(Photo by Patricia Hall) 

Rec classes stimulate action 
By KEITH R. PETERSON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland will offer a wide variety of 
recreational classes this fall. Classes range from dance to 
body building to yoga, giving everyone a little bit of some
thing. 

For those who love dance, COM offers ballroom, country 
and western , and aerobic dancing. If you'd like to try a new 
step, Dirty Dancing also is available this fall. The Continuing 
Education schedule recommends that you bring someone you 
know and like to participate in this class. 

COM also has several fitness classes lined up for the fall. 
The body building class for men and women teaches partici
pants to use all types of weights with the proper techniques. 
Several classes designed to help iceep you in shape, such as 
Callenetics and For Your Rears Only, also are available. And 
for those of you who don't want to -strain yourselves physi
cally, why not take Yoga and learn the art of relaxation? 

The general public, as well as students, are encouraged to 
enroll in Continuing Education classes. 

Students enrolled in credit classes may wonder if there 
are any recreational activities just for them. According to 
Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recreational Programs and 
Student Activities, COM will participate in the Gulf Coast 
~ntercollegiate Conference Bowling Tournament Oct. 25 at 
Diamond Bowl in North Harris County just off Interstate 45. 
A GCIC Sports Day will be held at BrazosportJ uni or College 
Nov.16. 

Sports Day features a variety of of contests such as 
volleyball, tennis and racquetball. If you would like to , ke 
place in either event stop in at the Physical Education Building 
and sign up. Urick said she wants as many people as &he can 
get to come out for the Sports Days. 

"If you have any ideas about any type of activity, come 
and see me and let me know about it," Urick said,"We'lJ see 
what we can do for you." 

Outdoor club elects Walsh first female leader 
By KEITH R. PETERSON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's Outdoor Club elected their 
first woman president in their 11-year history this past sum
mer. Cathi "Millie" Walsh was elected to serve as president 
for the1988-89 school year. 

Walsh, a 32-year-old resident of Hitchcock, graduated 
from the University of Texas in August 1985. She is currently 
a pharmacist-at St. Mary's Hospital in Galveston. Though she 
was born in Waco, Walsh spent most of her life traveling 
because her father was in the military. She decided on the 
Galveston area after interning at the University of Texas 
Medical Branch. 

Walsh didn't attend her first Outdoor Club meeting 

/ Bi FRA~ i;•eZus~ ···•·. r· 
. M~ll~gm, Editoi < . .· . 

until October 1985. She decided to attend because of the sug- Louisiana. 
gestion of a friend . According to Walsh, the most important meetings of the 

"I was told there was a club where I could go backpack- year are the August, December and May meetings. During 
ing and canoeing," Walsh said about her first meeting. "I'd these meetings members sign up for the next semester's trips. 
never done either and it sounded exciting and fun. I went to Walsh estimated the numberof members of the club to be 
thatfirstmeetingandeveryonewassoniceandfriendlyitwas 75 plus. But only a handful of current members are COM 
like a brand new world." students. Most m~mbers are former COM students. 

As president, Walsh puts out a monthly newsletter for Walsh was at a loss as to why so few current students are 
club members which details upcoming trips as well as new involved in the Outdo.or Club. "I don't know why more 
club business. The newsletter also includes several personal young people don't come and join. We go out and have fun 
r.otes which only a club member would understand. but maybe that's not the kind of fun they' re looking for." She 

The Outdoor Club meets every first Wednesday of the added,"Hopefully we'll be able to stir up some interest this 
month. They take three trips per semester, as well as a ski trip year to get some students out here." 
over spring break. The trips range from Thanksgiving at Big Walsh indicated that all members, no matter the age, 
Bend State Park on the Rio Grande to time in the swamps of enjoy themselves and always have a good time. 
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"AB" level summer volleyball champs are (from top 
left) Skip Hoyt, Jack Marburger, Tim Blakeman, 
Arthur Holts, Jan Smith, Kitten Harris and LaQuita 
Herndon. · (Photo by Mary Ann Urick) 



InterCOM votes Plusk editor 
Ily GARY A. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

Frank Plusk is the new managing editor of College 
of the Mainland's student newspaper InterCOM. 

Plusk, a native ·of Illinois, has lived in Texas, Cali
fornia and Colorado where he met his wife, Pamela. Lat
er they moved to Houston from Dallas when Pamela, an 
employee of Southwest Airlines, was forced to relocate. 

Before his marriage Plusk attended the University of 
Texas at Austin for two years. Unable to choose a major, 
he left school. 

After deciding he wanted to teach, Plusk.enrolled in 
the University of Houston at Clear Lake seeking a teach
ing degree in English Language Arts. With this degree 
he will be qualified to teach English, speech and journal
ism. 

"My interests have always been in the teaching and 
the English fields while trying to find some way of em
ploying the two," Plusk stated. " The natural choice was 
to start at the University of Houston for a degree to teach 
on the high school level." 

After checking the requirements for this degree, 
Plusk found journalism was necessary and enrolled at 
COM. By doing this he is able to talce classes offered at 

both schools. Opting to talce two journalism classes at 
COM sparked his interest in writing. Plusk said he en
joys journalism as a communication skill rather than as a 
profession. 

"Between the journalism and the creative writing 
courses, I have found that one of the biggest things I 
questioned in myself was style," Plusk commented. 
Journalism helped me develop a style. It also helped me 
to be more confident. 

As editor he has found he has a stronger voice. " It 
allows me to more creatively express my ideas and to 
give me a stronger input in areas of the paper that may 
need to be refined." 

Plusk holds his staff colleagues and journalism in
structor, Astrid H. Lowery, in high regard." Everyone 
has a respect for everyone else and everyone pulls in 
whatever they have to offer. It is a complete, total team 
effort." 

In addition to news stories and feature articles Plusk 
also writes editorials. "Editorials are fun because you 
can express your own opinion. When a reader reacts in 
the form of a comment or reply to a particular thought 
suggested in my writing, the editorial has served its pur
pose." 
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lnterCOM Managing Editor Frank Plusk dons his 
thinking cap. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Ron Bertothy documents campus 

JnterCOM Photography Editor Ron Bertothy. 

(Photo by Patricia Hall) 

By KRISTINA BUTKOVICH 
Staff Reporter 

AslnterCOMPhotographyEditor, Ron Bertothy is an 
important member ~f th_e staff. It is not unusual to see him 
loaded down with equipment and portable studio lights as 
he trudges to various locations on the College of the 
Mainland campus. He came to InterCOM as an experi
enced photographer and also has established himself as a 
gifted _reporter. 

Originally from Trenton, NJ., Bertothy is now start
ing his third year at COM. His first exposure to photog
raphy was at Mercer County College in Trenton, where he 
took his first photography classes. But he had to cut college 
short at that time, because of a family illness, and drove the 
~amily business truck for several years. 

After that, he entered the Woodland School of Photog
raphy in West Virginia, where he took a five-month course 
in commercial photography. He was hired as a part-time 

'Causeway Courses' benefit students 
Continued From Page l -'----------
auto mechanic and machine shop welding programs. 

"Both schools had programs in these areas, btJt 
theirs was not quite state-ofLthe-art as the one we have 
here at COM," President Stanley commented. "They 
were faced with having to invest a sizable amount of 
equipment and that's when John called and asked if our 
program was healthy." 

Once it was established that COM's program was 
thriving, the idea to encourage Galveston students to 
come to COM seemed plausible. The Board of Trustees 
at both colleges liked the idea and agreed to make mutu
al arrangements. 

"Establishing Causeway Courses has its benefits," 
President Stanley admitted, "The cost effectiveness elim
inates the need for duplicate programs. It also enables 
both schools to establish programs that might have 
been cost prohibitive due to intial low enrollment." 

"Galveston College began a horticult~e program 
this semester, so we'll steer clear of that, and we stzrted 
a cosmetology program this fall at COM," rrej:Jcnt 
Stanley said. "This helps create diversity between the 
schools. When you stop to think about it, time and im
agination is all that stands between the two school's 
growth." 

COM's president indicated that both school's en
rollment has steadily grown over the last three semes
ters and how shared student activity money might be 
used toward joint-student dances, shared speakers as 
well as an increased spectrum of speakers to draw from. 

Allhcugh Pre~ic!ent St!mlcy conceded that the 
cooperative effort between the colleges has been sub
stantially dependent on both presidents working re!a
tionship during the last five years, he added that re
cent joint-social events with both school's 
administrative staffs has led to a developing mutual 

respect. He stressed how continued social interaction 
can only lead to future benefits. 

In a recent article published in Bay Area Monthly, 
Dr. Pickelman said that he felt it was to both schools ad
vantage that they were young institutions. "We're not as 
stuck in bureaucracy or tradition, so we're more adapta
ble," the GC president said. 

"Hopefully we've talcen some steps with our ef
forts that might lead to an example for the rest of the 
community on how they too might benefit from mu
tual cooperation," President Stanley emphasized, "From 
an economic standpoint, you can only strengthen your 
community through cooperative efforts." 

President Stanley seems convinced . that competition 
between the schools should remain intact and that the 
traditions special to their districts will be preserved. He 
indicated that though the schoois might be linked to
gether economically, both schools will always be uni
quely different. 

Long-range goals under consideration include regis
tration for both schools at one place. President Stanley 
believes that both schools shared goal toward better 
serving the community will insure a healthy atmosphere 
of continued cooperation. 

photographer/reporter by the Washington Crime News 
Services in Washington D. C. 

Last year, Bertothy entered the Photographers Fo
rum Magazine photo contest, an international contest in 
which approximately 20,000'people compete. Twice he 
has been a finalist in the contest in which 1,200 to 1,300 
people have been selected as finalists. Currently, one of his 
award-winning photos is in Photographers Forum Maga
zine: Best of College Photol{!'aphyAnnual 1988. 

When asked alx,~t his most memorable photo assign
ment, Berto thy spoke of the photos he took for the I 984 Los 
Angeles Olympic Organizing Committee in Washington 
D. C. At the Chinese Embassy in Washington D. C. he 
photographed a member of the Olympic Organizing 
Committee with tr.e deputy ambassador from China. " I 
was surprised how friendly they were," Bertothy said. 
"They were very informal, they did not escort me out, 
which isn't typical at other Embassies. " 

COM financial aid 
Dy JENNIFER BRAOSHA W 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland participates in four 
Federal I?ina:ncial Atd Ptograms: the Pell Grant, 
the Supplemental Educational Oppununity Grants, 
the Guaranteed Student Loans and I.he College 
Work-Study program~ according to Financial Aid 
Personnel. 

These grants are available to students who 
showfinancial need, and are enrolled at least six 
hours. Unlike loans, grants do not have to be paid 
back. 

The Guarameed Student LQan is for undergrad
uates who are enrolled for at least six. hours. Tbe 
interest rate is 8 perc~nt for the firSt f•ur years and 
10 percent after that. Depending on the tmaneial 
need, the ftrst or second-year undergraduate student 
may borrow up to $2,625 a year~ according to the 
1988-89 Stil<krrl Ouide for F e®ral Financial Aid 
P,.ogran.q pamphlet .. ·. . . .. 
. COM's College Wort: .. Study Program J>rt>
vides jobs to earn money for school. This program 
is based on need and availability of funds provided. 
According to the Financial Aid personnel, these 
jobs are on campus or at lwal bt:sinesses with .. 
which the schoofhas a contract and prov:des at 
least minimum wage towards payment for school 
To reach the Financial Aid Office call(409) 938-
1211 or (713) 280·3991 Ext. 275. 

I • 
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ha 's Happening 
Bowling day Oct. 25 

In an effort to help College of the Mainland students 
meet students from other area junior colleges, the Stu
dent Activities Board has teamed up with other Gulf 
Coast Intercollegiate Colleges for the Annual Bowling 
Sports Day. GCIC members include: Galveston, Whar
ton, Brazosport, Alvin, Lee, North Harris County and 
San Jacinto colleges. 

To participate, obtain a students release from your 
instructors. The college will pay for lunch and a day of 
bowling. Bowling Sports Day is Tuesday, Oct. 25. 

Stanley speaks out 
Every year College of the Mainland President Larry 

Stanley sits down with the students and listens to their 
questions, interests, or even complaints about the col
lege. Bring your 1'1-1ch and questions to President Stan
ley's informal visit, Tuesday, Oct. 18, at 12:30 p.m. 

House • gives horrors 
Get together with the community for a spooky 

evening of College of the Mainland enertainment. Take a 
tour through a haunted house of horrors, play a variety 
of ghoulish games at various booths or participate in the 

costume contest. The spooky evening will be held in the 
Physical Education Complex, Saturday, Oct. 29, from 
4:30-9 p.m. Admission is $1.50 per person. Student 
clubs interested in having a booth in the carnival need to 
sign up in the Physical Education Complex by Oct. 17. 

Hours set for MCL 
The Multidisciplinary Computer Laboratory in 

Room T-320 of the Technical-Vocational Building is 
availible to all students with a current College of the 
Mainland I.D. The lab includes Macintosh, Apple He's, 
and IBM computers, along with laser printers and vari
ou.s computer programs. Students are encouraged to take 
advantage of this facility during the following hours: 
Monday and Tuesday, 8 a.(!l.-8 p.m.; Wednesday and 
Thursday, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 

SAB goes to festival 
The 14th Annual Texas Renaissance Festival will 

take place for seven weekends between Oct. 1 and Nov. 
13 in Plantersville. The Student Activities Board still 
has seats available for the trip Saturday, Nov. 5. The bus 
leaves College of the Mainland at 8 a.m. and returns at 
7 p.m. Prices are $16 for adults, $10 for youth (5-12) 
and $6 for children under 5. Raindate is Sunday, Nov. 6. 

Student activity calendar 
By CONSTANCE DEQUIRE 

Musicians and other performers will perform outside during College Hour Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. In inclement weather performances will be held in the Student Center. For more 
information, contact Maryann Urick at (409) 938-1211, Ext. 418. 

College Hour Specials, Events and Sports 

Dates Activity 

Tuesday, Oct. 11 
Wednesday, Oct. 12 ......................................... Donate blood at the two-day Blood Drive and receive a free 

T-shirt. Drive is from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in Room SC-120. 

Saturday, Oct. 15 
Sunday, Oct. 16 .............................................. The recreation department will take a trip to Sea World in 

San Antonio. ·Bus leaves Saturday at 7 a.m. and will return 
Sunday at 9 p.m. 

Tuesday, Oct. 18 ....... ...................................... President Larry Stanley will hold an informal visit with 
students at 12:30 p.m. in the Student Center. 

Sunday, Oct, 23 ......................................... ..... COM's Biannual Student & Employee Picnic will be held 
at Jack Brooks Park from 1 p.m. till dark. 

1'uesday, Oct. 25 .................... ......................... Bowl free with other area colleges on Bowling Sports Day. 
Sign up in advance in the Physical Education Building. 

Saturday, Oct. 29 .... ... ......... ......... .. ... ...... ....... . Halloween House of Horrors and Costume Contest: Tours 
will be from 4:30 to 9 p.m.,contest starts at 6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Oct. 29 .......... .................. ......... ....... A grade of "W" will be given for all classes dropped on or 
before this date . 

Wednesday, Nov. 2 .......................... .. .............. Admissions requirements must be met to be eligible for 
Early Registration on Nov. 30 and Dec. 1. 

--

··. 

'Blues' • 
IS humorous enertainment 

Continued from Page 1---------------:--------------------
characters and their behavior and reactions to what is 
happening that brings out the comedy. 

I thoroughly en joyed Biloxi Blues. It is a warm, funny 
and enlightening play that is truly entertaining and I rec
ommend seeing it. The production, staged as theater in the 
round, was very professional and well done. The actors did 
an exceptional job of including the whole audience playing 
to all four sides of the theater. 

This production will be at the COM theater from Sept. 
22 to Oct. 16. The evening shows are at 8 p.m. 

· Wednesday through Saturday and a matinee on Sundays 
at2:30 p.m. Tickets arc available at the ticket office or call 
for reserv3tions (ask about a student discount). A special 
undcrstndy prrformance is set for Oct. 5 at 8 p:m. This 
spcci ... l performance is free. 

SAB has blood drive 
Afraid of needles? Don't be! Save a life and get a free 

T-shirt by participating in College of the Mainland's An
nual Blood Drive. Sponsored by the Student Activities 
Board and the Blood Center of Houston, the drive will 
take place Tuesday, Oct. 11, and Wednesday, Oct. 12, 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. in Room SC-120. 

American poetry contest 
The American Poetry Association is sponsoring a 

poetry contest that is open to all students. This years 
grand prize is a trip for two to Hawaii. In all, 152 poets 
will win $11,000 worth of prizes. 

Poets may send up to five poems, no more than 20 
lines each, with name and address on each page to Amer
ican Poetry Association, Dept. CN-74, 250 A Potrero 
Street, P.O. Box 1803, Santa Cruz, CA 95061. 

Poems must be postmarked by Dec. 31. Prizes will 
be awarded by Feb. 28, 1989. 

COM Picnic rescheduled 
Due to Hurricane Gilbert, this years Fall Student/ 

employee picnic has been rescheduled to Sunday, Octo
ber 23, at Jack Brooks Park south of Hitchcock. The pic
nic is set from 1 p.m. til dark. Food and games will be 
provided. Admission is free. 

Cosmetology courses 
are offered at COM 
Ey :UERT .i'~ 0. BRAGG 
Assistant Editor 

A cosmetology degree program has been added to 
College of the Mainland's curriculum this fall. Students 
are currently studying cosmetology theory classes and 
the other required courses. 

The building for the cosmetology lab is located on 
the corner of Palmer and Amburn roads, across the 
street from COM's main parking lots. 

The associate of applied science degree in this pro
gram requires 68 credit hours, which includes 32 general 
studies credit hours and 36 credit cosmetology hours 
made up of lab and theory courses, to fulfill the certifi
cate program, according to Dr. Don Bass, dean of In
struction. 

Students with a current Texas Operators License 
and at least three years field experience have the option 
to complete the instructors' program. The instructors 
program, which has a 768 clock hour curriculum, does 
not however apply toward the associate's Qegrce. 

The decision to initiate this cosmetology program at 
COM was partially based on surveys of local school dis
tricts and the already existing industry. 

According to area high schools that offer cosmetol
ogy, their students ·may continue this training at COM 
after leaving high school, or make up hours they may 
have missed. Cosmetology students also may prepare, at 
COM, for the state board exams. 

The Santa Fe Independent School District, which 
docs not offer this training program, plans to send inter
ested students to COM, for half a day, to receive cosme
tology training. 

"Fot people who wish to update their cosmetology 
skills and/or business practices, COM's Continuing Edu
cation Division is offering seminars and workshops," 
Dr. Bass says. 

Soon many area st1.1dents will be taking advantage 
of COM's reasonably priced cosmetology training. 
COM students and employees will also benefit, as early 
as next spring, according to Dr. Bass. It will take just a 
short trip across campus for a haircut, or any of the other 
grooming services that will be offered at l0w prices. 
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Security officers investigate computer heist 
By FRANK A. PLUSK 
Managing Editor 

A complete set-up of the Macintosh II computer 
system was stolen from the graphic arts room at College 

of the Mainland within a 24 hour period on Friday, 
Sept. 30 and Saturday, Oct. 1. 

The items stolen were the hard-drive, keyboard, 
monitor and mouse components of the Mac II. The ap-

tt------Oktober est celebration----~ 

Free sausage and root beer draws a large crowd to the Oktoberfest celebration Oct. 4. Seated at 
the table are Harvev brown (left) Greg Gaona, Corey Brown and Zak Thoma's.(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Prevention Mexican revolutionists reunite 

proximate value of the stolen computer is $5,000. 
The time the theft occurred was narrowed to the 

time when Sandra Devall, graphic arts instructor/ 
coordinator, had left after her classes on Friday and re
turned on Saturday at about 4 p.m. Either the thief had a 
key, or the room was broken into by jimmying the door 
lock. 

"The whole doorknob system at COM is over 20 
years old," Devall stated. "Security is checking into re
placing the present doorlocks with a system that em
ploys the use of a combination punch lock to which I 
can change the code every semester." 

Chief of Security Robert Meyer told InterCOM that 
Security is looking into locking systems for rooms on 
campus with computers. Security also is working on a 
cost analysis for such a system. He stated that they are 
searching for a system that will be effective as well as 
reasonable in price. 

In regard to the theft, Meyer said that the case is 
still open and possible suspects are being looked at. 

"The effect on programming and student scheduling 
has been devasting," Devall emphasized. "I'd say it (the 
theft) has affected at least 100 people. For every three 
hours of class I've had to determine which one of my 
students wouldn't be able to use a machine." 

According to Devall, her Graphic Art 143 class is 
still trying to recover from lost time and she probably 
will have to eliminate an all-day field trip that was 
planned for the Thanksgiving holiday. 

Fortunately the school supported Devall's urgent 
need for a replacement machine and got the money to 
purchase another unit within two-and-a-half weeks. 

to a 
is the key 

woman's safety 
By DARLENE BURGNER 
Staff Reporter 

COM to host 
See Computer Page 8 

Mexican vets 
Sadly, there is another distribution of flyers in 

the community describing yet another abducted 
young woman. The disappearance of Suzanne Rene 
Richerson, a blue-eyed brunette last seen at 61st. 
and Seawall Blvd. in Galveston, reminds women 
how vitally important it is to be concerned with 
their safety. 

"People are so relaxed now and they may think 
nothing bad can happen to them." says Kenneth 
Douglas, one of five certified police officers em
ployed at College of the Mainland. "You just can't 
stress safety too much." 

A woman can do many things to provide for 
her safety. Douglas recommends wearing a whistle 
and being aware of your surroundings at all times. 

He stresses the importance of staying in light
ed areas and walking with a friend at night 

It's also a good idea to have your keys out and 
ready to use as you walk to your car, Douglas 
adds .. Be sure to check the back seat before enter
ing your car. 

There are always at least two·police officers on 
campus for the students and employees safety.In 
addition to the five member police force COM also 
employs two security guards.The Police, Security 
and Safety office is located in the Administration 
Building across from the Non-Credit Registration 
Office. 

See Safety Page 8 

By A. SCOTT YOCHAM 
Staff Reporter 

A national reunion of 1910 Mexican Revolution 
Veterans will be held at the College of the Mainland 
campus Sunday, Nov. 20. 

The event is cosponsored by COM and the Urbina 
Foundation and is the result of 10 years of dedicated re
search and work. Dr Manuel Urbina, COM history pro
fessor, has for the most part done the reasearch personal
ly. 

. Eleven veterans have been located from as far away 
as Los Angeles and New York City, Dr. Urbina says. He 
adds, that this may be the only reunion of its kind due to 
the advanced age of the veterans. 

Dr. Urbina stresses the importance of this reunion 
in terms of its historical impact on both Mexico and the 
United States as a basis for this event 

Dignitaries from the United States nad Mexico will 
attend the reunion. Furthermore, the event will be cov
ered by journalists from across the nation and Mexico. 
"This just goes to show," Urbina states, "that you don't 
have to be at Harvard University to do something of 
such importance." 

. Events are open to the public and will begin at 3 
and last until 6:30 p.m. A presentation of awards in the 
LRC teaching auditorium Room 131 will start the pro
gram. At 5 p.m. the group ~ill move to the main foyer 
of the Language Resource Center for a photograph/ 
autograph session, mariachi music, hour d'oeuvi'es and 
exibits of rare photographs, documents of the revolution 
and the most extensive collection of authentic Mexican 

Revolution money exhibited on either side of the board
er. 

The SAB, the Amigo Club, Phi Theta Kappa and 
the Latin American history class will be involved in the 
event acting as student hosts and helping with displays. 

Valerie Dunn (left) and Jean Van Buskirk 
clown around during COM's Oktoberfest 
celebration Oct. 4. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 
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~,eoM,, ClC learn a'.lcohil''aw,aren~ss 
)Jy . RON BERT()THY .·· .· . . .·.·•···· .. . ·.·. .• . 

tbotograph.y Editor are.here to help/' she said. Derrick says that she doesn't 
~9W if there ~ aJ~ge pr0:blem .at COM but tluµ the .··· 

. Cr . College pf:tbeMfilnland 4Dq(hµvestQn C9$g~ pat• . 111"9gr~ms .~ n~~~ beCaJI~~ ~9~Y. stu~t$ hav,~ tr· · .. 
ti.ciJ>ated :in th¢:tlft1J, National Colle~ Alcohol Aware- ~ded. She ~!jeves that ad4iqdons are a probleip that··•· 
l9ess Week ()cJ. 17~21. A variety of programs were pre- n~(:d to~ discussed. "lf no onec mentions this itwilt get 

. sented at both schools to educate students about potential SWeptunder the carpet.'' she said. · .. 
~gers of~ and drnJ abuStk ...... .. Thelma ~te1direct« of)4inority. Affairs and ~pe~ 
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Qfavailible pr~s to help witkaddictions:!Jle Iitera- :r2::~11tt~~JI~~~ ~ea~~~~ 
tu.re cites programs that offer h;lp. not only with alcohol treatment progra~ and law entqrtement. "l realzy want-
and drug abuse. but for otherfomis of addiction aswcll. 00 ~tudent involyenierit. 1t she toldf riterCOM • ❖ •. 

•·.:l.•.•.~.m~s.~e·a./~~. J=ttat.(·•.·•.~~j!It.~.o.1.w.M.prh:i: •···· ,i;~~t~,~~i~!:~~-:;~~i~t~ 
···• · · ·· · · 1 · ••· · • ·•··.·. I,. ···· ·.·· •··. · ·p.· ·artro. ip· a•ed :in •.··1. ... ;;;.•·.• .. ···•.•····· ......... tivt. '.ties ....... b.· .. Y·.. m. a .. ·.•·.·.nn ...... ing· ·· tables .. · ... •;· .... ·.·.• .. ffistri.·· . .. · •.. . ib-numy poop e are not aw.areJ~~fow.many programs are ~ ~ .... 
ayailible to them. She said that people should seek CO\lll~ uti!)gljte.rature and infonning ~e student population on 
sellng if "theu-}ife is becoming unmanageable; if drugs, topics ranging f,:om where to seek help to looming re
~lcotiol~ ¢ig~~~ or ovete9-tingjs faki9g cqpf:fol!~ .·. sppnsible patty Prattic~ such as k:Qowtng when !<ftake 

.. ·.• ' Dr. Marcella Denick a counselor at COM said•• A a ilixi.home. •·· · t ' 
number of stud~nts have fudicated that they ha~~ a prob- . . . Represenatii~sftom the Gal;eston Police Depart
lem." She invited personnel from Baywood Hospital, ment were on hand to discuss the penalties f.or drinking 
JJniversify of Texas Medical Branch, St Mary's Hospital arid driving as well as drug possession. One of their pos
. f:lnd the Bay Area.Council on ,Prug and Alcohol Abuse to ters on the topi~tof drunk drivb1g pointed out th~t the 
man tables in the COM Student Centet in M effort to bestdde homeforsomepne )VhQpas beendri'qldngis in 
xeach people with problems. ...•... a ~xi. According to them, the altemadves are a police 

"We need to let the student population know that we car-Or an ambulance and they won'tbe going home. 

Facing independance 
By ST ACY GILBERT 
Assistant to the Editor 

What exactly is the real world like? This question 
haunts my thoughts. It's not going out and being on my 
own that worries me, it's the thought of making the 
transition from being taken care of by my parents to tak
ing care of myself. 

What happens if I go out, start my career and find 
out that I've made the wrong choice? I ponder this ques
tion often, in fact it piagues my thoughts. I'm 20 years 
old and still live with my parents. The thought of start
ing a career and being on my own is appealing, it's just 
taking the final step that scares me. 

I watch television and see programs like job search 
or specials on the homeless and starving families. Pro
grams like these are not encouraging to students like me 
who still have to go from under the wings of their par
ents into the real world. The economy isn't going well 
and many college students aren't able to locate jobs in 
their field. What happens if I'm one of those who can't 
make it? 

I have two more years before I finish college but I 
worry constantly about how to make the transition from 
being someone's child to to being my own person. 
Making this step is one of the things I have to do on my 
own and it will take all of my courage to do so. · 

Caffeine: quick energy and a health risk 

Berta O:~ 
·u ·••···•·· ......... . ... ragg . 

"Coffee generation," or "caffeine users," is often 
used to refer to people who use caffeine as a shortcut to 
temporary energy and alertness. Students find it especial
ly convenient to drink either coffee or a Coke, before 
early morning classes, to clear some of the mental fog. 

Caffeine, which is found not only in coffee, but 
also in tea, soft drinks and chocolate, does improve co
ordination, concentration and alertness for a short time. 
"It ups a person's stamina in vigorous exercise and it 

lntarGOM 
. Ma(li~i~~; ( Ml/1$tapf ) { .· · 
Frank PlusJf !k1ta 0 , Brigg ❖ 

,, .PHOTOGRAPHERS ·. 

•···· l.ssisfANt:1:; t'1trirroiis 
.. Stacy Gil~~ 

works quickly, taking only five minutes to reach the tis
sues," Riska Platt says in an article, "Eat for More En
ergy," featured in the Woman's Day magazine dated 
April 15, 1986. 

Platt who is a registered dietitian with the Execu
tive Health Group in Manhattan and is one of New 
York's top nutritionists, recommends that people use 
moderation, no more than three cups of coffee a day (or 
four cans of cola), with the exception of pregnant wom
en who should limit coffee to two cups or less. Experi
ments conducted by the Federal Drug Administration, as 
of April 1986, showed that caffeine caused birth defects 
in rats. 

When heavy users skip a dose they may experience 
headaches, anxiety, muscle tension and energy dips. 
Platt writes that these dips usually encourage people to 
get another cup of coffee or a Coke, which sets off an 
energy roller coaster day. For hypoglycemics, people 
with.low blood sugar, this dip and other side effects may 
be severely pronounced, such as heart palpitations and 
extreme fatigue. 

A cup of coffee has an average of 65 to 115 milli
grams of caffeine depending on the brewing method, the 
highest one being that of drip-brewed coffee. A cup of 
tea has 30 to 60 milligrams, and an 8 ounce glass of 
chocolate milk averages 5 milligrams, according to 
FDA figures. Small amounts of caffeine may be benefi
cial for some people. However in studies done by psy
chologists, the results were reversed in people of certain 
personality types. 

Caffeine acts as a mild form cf speed, shifting the 
central nervous system into higher gear. One downside 
is that there is a danger of becoming psychologically de
pendent on it. 

The jolt of caffeine in a morning cup of coffee or 
tea improves an impulsive, extroverted person's work on 
complex reasoning tasks, "but does · the opposite for 
thoughtful introverts." according to William Revelle, a 
psychology professor at Northwestern University in 
Evanston, Ill. 

-Studies of caffeine's effects on thinking done by 
Revelle on 700 people since 1980 show that caffeine 

in doses equivalent to one to three cups of coffee helps 
both extroverts and introverts to perform simple mental 
jobs. "But when the mental tasks become more diffi
cult, such as proofreading for grammatical mistakes, 
impulsive people who thrive on snap decisions perform 
better in the morning with caffeine." 

Revelle's findings were corroborated by a separate 
study performed on 100 people two years ago by psy
chologist Kristen Anderson, an assistant professor at 
Colgate University in Hamilton, N.Y. 

The study found that the performance of those who 
describe themselves as less impulsive, people who take 
their time to make a decision, was severely hindered by 
the use of caffeine in the morning. 

Anderson explained in a recent Associated Press 
story, that introverted people are hindered by caffeine 
"because they are already more aroused and awake in the 
morning. Caffeine seems to overstimulate this type of 
person, interfering with their reasoning ability." 

Impulsive, extroverts are helped by a boost of caf
feine because it takes them longer to wake up mentally 
in the morning," Anderson said 

This finding was based on the results of tests done 
on people before and after the consumption of approxi
mately three cups of coffee. 

A basic example of an energizing breakfast is 
whole grain cereal, without sugar,a simple carbohydrate, 
and low-fat or skim milk with unsweetened fruit. 

According to most health and ·nutrition experts, 
people who prefer to stay on an even keel and also feel 
more energetic, without the adverse reactions that caf
feine can cause, can do so by exercising daily and by 
eating a balance of protein and complex carbohydrates. 

Explained in simple terms: Unrefined refers to the 
wholeness of a natural source. The Qody takes the com
plex carbohydrates and converts them into energy pro
ducing elements with a steady flow. Protein is used for 
rebuilding the cells of the body. 

The energy derived from healthful food may not 
seem as obyious to most people as the fleeting rush of 
energy acc~mplished by the caffeine, but who really 
wants to live'~d work on a roller coaster? 



Pollution awareness needed 
By KAREN M. O'NEAL 
Staff Reporter 

Editor's note: In the October issue of InterCOM, the 
political aspect of environmental pollution was examined. 
This issue will focus on the pollution of the environment 
from the viewpoint of the individual. 

Man has always had the need to dispose of waste. 
However, only in the recent history of mankind has 
waste disposal caused such pollution problems. 

The increasing world population along with tech
nological advancement has led to a troubling expansion 
of waste and pollution. 

Where does waste go? Does waste just disappear as 
if the old saying "out of sight, out of mind" applies? No. 

Waste is burned, tossed into a landfill, or dumped 
into the ocean. Burning refuse·causes air pollution, was
tes overflow landfills and the trash thrown into the ocean 
washes back on our shores. 

Not very long ago, our ancestors had to dig their 
own wells, pump water for daily use, make their own 
candles and clothing, prepare food from scratch, carry 
biodegradable refuse out of the home for disposal, walk 
or use horses for transportation. 

Now we have all sorts of conveniences and we take 
them for granted. Because everything is so easy for us, 
we don't even consider the need to conserve resources. 
We lack awareness of the fact that our actions cause 
destruction of the environment and depletion of resour
ces. 

Instead of taking a bath only when we're dirty, we 
take at least one or two showers a day. And the hot water 
feels so good, so why hurry through our showers? Have 
you ever run the dishwasher when it was almost empty, 
just for convenience; or washed a shirt or two when you 
could have filled up the washer? 

We're all guiJty of wasting electricity. We leave 

lights on when we leave a room, run the air conditioner 
when there is the slightest warmth in the air and take all 
of our appliances for granted. 

Processed food is so accessible to us, there's a store 
on every corner. We throw perfectly good food away or 
allow it to spoil. 

What about trash? Do you recycle your newspapers 
or aluminum? Think about all the non-biodegradable 
plastic items that we purchase which cannot be readily 
reused or recycled. All the disposable items generate 
more and more refuse. 

Traveling is so easy we don't even think about using 
the car two or three times a day instead of doing all of 
our errands in one trip. This is another example of pol
luting and failing to conserve our resources. 

Drive anywhere along the roads these days and 
notice how littered the world has become. Maybe one 
gum wrapper on the side of the road won't make a dif
ference to you, but think about how the world would 
look if everyone had that attitude? 

What impact does 20th century attitude have on our 
lives and generations to follow? One persons pollution 
doesn't make a difference, but if hundreds of thousands 
of people pollute, we destroy our environment. There
fore, it is imperative that we change our attitude and 
protect the future for our grandchildren. 

Then I challenge you to help change the course of 
our society. 

Native Americans respected the land, water and air 
because they believed in coexisting with nl!ture. 
Shouldn't we be aware that we are abusing the same 
land, water and air that they respected? Shouldn't we 
learn to change that attitude? 

Editor's note: A checklist for the individual's environ
mental awareness will appear in the December issue of 
InterCOM. 
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Highway construction to help depressed area 
By GREG GUION 
Staff Reporter 

The depressed Texas City area economy has hope of 
revival with the construction of the new highway, that 
will extend from Interstate 45 to Palmer Highway in 
Texas City 

According to Texas City Mayor Emmett Lowry's 
office, the land was approved for highway construction 
in 1964, but the state did not allocate needed funds until 
1986. Current cost is approximatly $30 million, where
as the cost in 1964 would have been one-tenth of that. It 

took Texas City officials 25 years of lobbying in Aus
tin to secure the necessary funds. 

Businesses are expected to locate all along the new 
stretch of road to be named the Emmett Lowry Express
way, but a new shopping center is the only place of 
business confirmed to be opened shortly after the high
way is completed in about a year. However, insurance 
agencies, law firms and private businesses are rumored to 
be bidding on property running along the highway. 

Another interesting rumor indicates that a greyhound 
ra~e track that may be built near the new expressway. 

Until City Hall passes a resolution to allow dog racing 
in Texas City, an exact location for the track cannot be 
agreed upon. 

The expressway is expected to bring more business
es into the area thereby luring more people to the Texas 
City /La Marque area with the hope of additional jobs. 

College of the Mainland's dean of College and Fi
nancial Services, Henry Pope, commented that the high
way will be an asset to the community in that it will 
give citizens of Texas City direct access to 1-45 in an 
emergency or situations that warrant evacuation. , , ...• , 
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Campus Features 
Bi-annual picnic 
turnout a success 
By GARY A JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's Student Activities Board 
held their Bi-Annual Student and Employee Picnic at 
Jack Brooks Park, Sunday, Oct. 23. The event started at 
1 p.m. and lasted until dark. 

An overcast morning gave way ~o a sunny and 
breezy afternoon. Jack Brooks Park appears to be larger 
and have better facilities than Carbide Park, the former 
location of the student-employee picnics. 

The spacious park allowed ample room for all the 
planm:d activities. Softball, volleyball, soccer and horse
shoes were played on the field, while Maryann Urick 
conduucd bingo under the covered picnic area. Many 
seemed to enjoy light conversation as they watched 
events taking place. 

Bill Flowers, president of SAB stated, "There was 
probably some confusion with the change in location 
(from Carbide Park). However, I'm very pleased with to
day's turnout" An estimated 400 people attended the pic
nic during the afternoon. 

The SAB prepared free food and soft drinks from 1 
to 5 p.m. Hot dogs, chips and cola were the order of the 

day. The playground adjacent to the covered picnic area 
was a big hit for parents with small children. Flowers 
said," The playground is great. There wasn't one at the 

other park and I'm sure parents will find it convenient." 
The SAB staff alternated between cooking, supervising 
games and serving food to ensure a good time for-all. 

Intercultural organization introduces other lifestyles 
By A. SCOTT YOCHAM 
Staff Reporter 

The Intercultural Student Organization, fonnerly 
HUG, is a campus group whose primary goal is toac 
quaint students with vast differences in the lifestyles of 
other countries and to open students' minds to these dif
ferent cultures. 

The College of the Mainl.,11d organization is gov
erned by Klency de Brito, pres11 k:nt and Elizabeth Brick, 
vice-president with faculty supervision by Marty Caylor 
and Marylou Morrow. 

At the Oct. 20 meeting the ISO presented a film/ 
discussion on the cultural aspects of South Korea as the 
Summer Olympics host. 

The presentation, narrated in Korean with high 

points translated by Dr. Lee Yorn, psychology instructor 
at COM, displayed a large array of dances and exhibi
tions, each of which incorporated a large number of par
ticipants. 

The perfonnances were held as a part of the opening 
ceremonies of the Summer Olympics and included such 
spectacles as a large field exhibition dance depicting a 
prayer to the gods asking for good weather for the dura
tion of the games. Also included was traditional ceremo
nial dancing. Dr. Yorn said practices for the dancing were 
initiated as soon as South Korea was chosen as Olympic 
host seven years ago. 

Other exhibitions included religious costume danc
ing, children's dancing and a gigantic karate exhibition 
performed in unison. The exhibition included several ka-

Sh.tlD~ up~~it~ ·· Wfllir.~e:xer-;i§j 
aerobl , But.J:~a~r aerobics do not cau4~'~bh 
fuess ® the joiriisbeciuse 90 percent of bod}t\veiglitis 
lost when submerged fo water, Neinas told lnte[COM •• 

By GREG pUlO~ 
Staff kepolter 

Almost everyone should include some fqrm of exer
cise in their daily schedule. Water exercise is becoming 
increasingly popular throughout the United States. 

College of the Mainland offers many exercise pro
grams. one of whicp is a water exercise class taui~t by 
EvaNeinas, Mondays and Wednesdays !t 6-7:20 P:,!O' 

The class is divided into four segments:. The first is 
an in water warm-up session. Students make slow move
ments with the:it arms and legs to lessen the·risk of pull~ 
ing a muscle .during' the water aerobic session that .fol~ 
lows. 

During die water aerobics, . students ~ the resis
tance of 1he water to tighten loose muscle. Neinas ex
plained. The }Y~l":~ resistance makes one usefourfunes 
the am.out of ~ffort itiakes to make the S<\Qle n).ovement · 
out of water: ··· ·.· .. ·. · · 

Though not the primary purpose. an-0ther benefito( 
water aerobics ls that. the heart can be strengthened 
throu~diligentworkt Neinas said. 

Cool-down exercises immediately follow the aero

bics ~Qy,ing ~ riuscle$ to .gr~d\lally cornet<> ,f~t! > ... 
. !tining is ilie last.section of the class rui¼fJs d~iie 

against the walloi the pool. Muscle toniog tbtorizh wa
ter resistance involves stretch exetcises to help]oosen 
tendons and lllake one more limber: This also belpsie-duce· ceuulite; ..... ...... ...... ... ... . .. 

Neinas, who is a certified water exercise instruct6r 
and licensed life saver has taugbt the water ~eteise class 
for the past three years. . . . 

, New cl~ stm. eYety four weeks ap<lcost $2Z. 
!~c~g=~lls:deiStUdents benefit fiooi ~+s £1.&s 

Exerds~ that are done in the aerobic portion of the For ruore.jnf't>rmatimi contactNeinas· at(409) 9-38-
c~ are much like those rn,>ne in gyumastic}ow-impact 1211 or (713) 280-3991 Ext. 418. 

rate forms as well as board breaking and flip-jumping. 
The climax of the presentation featured an elaborate exh i
bition of the ancient yin and yang Chinese philosophy 
of good and evil. Armies, representative of good and 
evil, staged a battle that ended in a draw with the sug
gested intent of harmony. 

A short discussion followed the presentation. It was 
brought to the group's attention that the American ath
letic teams were more individualistic than most other na
tion's teams who were oriented more toward the group. 
As a result of this observation, the possibility that 
America has gone too far in expressing individualistic at
titudes was raised. 

The Intercultural Student Organization meets once a 
month. Future meetings are set for Nov. 17 and Dec.I. 

Blood drive at COM-----

160 take part in drive 
By A. SCOTT YOCHAM 
Staff Reporter 

The COM Student Activities Board, in cooperation 
with The Bl09d Center, sponsored a blood drive in the 
Student Center Oct. 11 and 12. The drive drew 160 don
ors, each of whom gave one pint of blood. On the first 
day, 86 people donated and on the second day 74 

Each donor received a card entitling. him to member
ship in The Blood Center's Life Plan. This plan enables 
the card holder as well as eligible family members to re
ceive free blood and blood components, such as plasma, 
from participating area hospitals for up to a year.Drive 
participants also received a T-shirt compliments of the 
SAB, a11d a mug from The Blood Bank. 

The COM blood drives were initiated in 1979 with 
the first drive collecting 28 pints. One-day blood drives 
were held each fall and spring semester until the fall of 
1982 when they were discontinued. 

The drives resumed in spring 1984 and were held for 
one day each semester until spring 1987 when the drive 
was extended to two days per semester. 

The record-high blood donation at COM was set the 
Fall 1987 semester with 162 pints. 



Dr. Henry D. Pope, pauses for a photograph 
while working on the new Financial Manage
ment Program. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 
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Pope talks of COM projects 
By GARY A. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's recent plans to expand and 
renovate the college c;;ampus are in part due to the work 
of Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of College and Financial 
Services. 

Dean Pope, a native Texan, obtained his degrees in 
this state. " I received my bachelor's degree in chemistry 
from Stephen F. Austin University (in Nacogdoches), 
my master's degree in chemistry from East Texas State 
University (in Commerce) and my doctorate from Texas 
A&M (in College Station)," he stated. He pursued his 
doctorate until October 1982 when he was promoted to 
dean of Student Instruction at COM. 

Dean Pope held that position for two years. Then in 
1984 he made a lateral transfer to his present position. "I 
have been involved with academics, credit and non-credit 
and with various arms of the college from admissions to 
the physical plant and purchasing," he explained. 

While at COM he has participated in several pro
jects that should benefit the college, the community and 

students alike. "Two projects that I have found personal
ly satisfying and am pleased with are the two new degree 
programs that were approved while I was dean of Student 
Instruction," he said. "They are the associate degrees in 
business and science." 

In addition to these projects the dean is working on 
acquiring a software system. "I am pleased with our ven
ture into the implementation of a fmancial management 
system I consider state of the art" He added that once the 
system is installed it will increase efficiency at COM. 

Because he is so active at COM, he relishes his lei
sure time and family activities. "I like to participate in 
activities sponsored by my church. I enjoy fishing but 
don't go as often as I'd like. Myself, my wife, Wanda, 
and our daughters, Claire and Anna take an annual vaca
tion that's always nice," he stated. 

Although he fmds his free time relaxing, Dean Pope 
says he thoroughly enjoys his occupation. "I see a great 
many advancements in the future of this college. I would 
be happy to see the projects that are now proceeding to 
their logical conclusion and continue to serve the col
lege." 

COM's new geography classes a w9rld apart 
By BERT A 0. BRAGG 
Assistant Editor 

W i: •• J geography has been added to College of the 
Mainland's curriculum this fall. It may remind people of 
their junior high school days, but this course is a world 
apart from there. 

Instructor Jerry L. Vaughn's "holistic approach" 
teaches world geography by taking students through the 
physical layout and cultures of the land. Vaughn focuses 
not only on the history of the country, but also on its 
future. 

Vaughn says that people need to know pertinent 
facts about the country in addition to their location on 
the map. 

"Modem geography includes teaching the poetic 
value of a site: the population involved; its organiza
tion; the technology used; and the cultural values of its 
people. 

"Students examine the present conditions with re
spect to the past," Vaughn says. "Course studies in
volve the examination of what man has contributed to 
the present environmental realities and how things may 
be in the future and why." 

Vaughn continues, "This may be the only opportu
nity for the student to consider some of the philosophi
cal underpinnings of the various cultures and religions, 
which is an additional value to studying this course." 

Vaughn emphasizes that geographical studies must 
be relevant to the economics and social development of 
the world today. "We must deal with the whole concept 
in order to develop friendships and the ability to com
pete on an economic level with other nations. 

"Many ancient tribal cultures have developed a nice 
ecological balance with their environment," Vaughn 
says. But interference by modem man has toppled many 
such relationships. 

The original inhabitants of the inhospitable island 
of Tierra del Fuego, at the southernmost tip of South 

America, adapted themselves to the cold climate. De
spite the severe winters the Ona men wore little or no 
clothing even in the snow. The Ona numbered about 
2,000 around 1875 according to The World Book Ency
clopedia. But by the end of the 19th century, sheep 
ranchers and gold seekers took over the island and trans
ported the Fuegians out of their natural environment to 
Indian missions. According to the Atlas of Man printed 
by St. Martin's Press, by 1978 only 100 of the tribes
men had survived 

Vaughn says that in his geography course students 
aren't expected to just memorize two-dimensional maps. 
He encourages them to use their imaginations in think
ing about an area in a way that is interesting to them. 
As a result they can more easily grasp the concepts. He 
also expects his students to learn the time zones of oth
er areas as they relate to this one. 

Geography classes, as taught by Vaughn, could be 
described as COM's "Back to the Future" relationship 
with the rest of the world. 

TeIDpler finds art satisfying and mor~ th~n _just a job 
COM. He answered the ad and was hired and started m Houston m November. He will exhibit at another 

By KRISTINA BUTKOVICH teaching in 1976 show at East Texas University in March. In his paint-
Staff Reporter Templer also paints professionally. "It is expected ings, Templer uses landscapes and elements from them 

"I really enjoy. teaching art, it helps keep me on my 
toes," James Templer, College of the Mainland art in
structor, stated. "It is very satisfying watching other peo
ple's talents develop while they gain confidence in them
selves." 

The artist, born in Uvalde, didn't originally plan an 
art career. "I'd thought about dentistry or meteorology, 
but because I had a lot of interest in art, I decided it 
would be a good field to go into." 

After high school, Templer attended two colleges; 
first, Southwestern University in Georgetown, then Uni
versity of Texas at El Paso. While at UT, his educatio~ 
was interrupted when he was drafted. For the next three 
years he flew a helicopter. 

In 1969, Templer enrolled at East Texas University 
in Commerce. While there he received his master's de
gree and decided to teach. "East Texas had just started 
their BF NMF A degrees (bachelor of fme arts and mas
ter of fine arts)," Templer said "The difference between 
these programs other than the usual degree is that they 
are highly specialized. Instead of learning various arts, 
these degrees concentrate mainly in one or two disi
plines." He added, "I was the first MFA recipient in this 
new program." 

After graduating in December 1975, Templer moved 
to Houston to find work. While looking through the 
classifieds, he saw an advertisement for an art teacher at 

and required at the college level. Teaching and painting to create his still-life format. 
go hand-in-hand. I have to practice what I preach." In his spare time he likes drawing , cartooning and 

He currently has some work on exhibit at Universi- playing the guitar. "Because of my work, I don't have a 
ty of Houston at Clear Lake and will exhibit some paint- lot of time, but I enjoy being with my faiily and play-
ings at the National Drawing ~how at Rice University ing my guitar in the COM Jazz Band" 

James Templer instructs art students in front of Fine Arts Building. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 
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Campus Sports/Interviews 
Oktoberfest boat p_eople row tn~ne~~22!1I!rr~i~~ 
By RON BERT~THY ence, they provtded a great deal of excitement and amuse- of Tim Harris and Joel Bowers took an early lead while 
Photography Editor ment. . the team of Billy Bishop and M. Cokely along with the 

College of the Mainland was treated to a rare specta- . Three ~eperate races ~~re held dunng C?llege Hour team of Mike Johnson and Clute Goodwin crashed into 
tor sporting event when canoe races were held on Lake with the third ~ace ?etermmmg the overall winners. The the reeds along the bank shortly after the start. , 
Eckert as part of the Oktoberfest celebration Oct. 4. racers were parred into two-man teams. The race course When both teams finally broke loose from the bank 

The canoeists were students recmited prior to th_e was basically a square ~d was marked by b~oys. . they embarked on a heated battle for second place in their 
race. Since many of the racers lacked previous expen- The first race provtded the most entertamment since attempt to catch the leaders. 

But Harris and Bowers lost a comfortable lead when 
they inadvertently turned right and strayed off course. 
Before they could make a U-tum the second-place boats 
had navigated into first place. With first place on the 
line, both teams paddled furiously even though they were 
only halfway around the course. The race's conclusion 
looked as if it might be a photo-finish as the two boats 
came up to the last tum. 

Suddenly, the team of Bishop and Cokely capsized 
and floundered in their defeat as Johnson and Goodwin 
eased their way to the finish line. 

Johnson and Goodwin went on to compete in the fi
nal race only to suffer defeat at the hands of the Scott 
Yocham and Doug Hoffman team. Although Johnson 
and Goodwin had an obvious advantage in strength, their 
rowing was choppy, and near the end they could not 
match the speed of Yocham and Hoffman whose pace 
was steadier and more synchronized. 

InterCOM asked Student Activity Board members 
Russ Bly and Joe Valesquez if they expected to see the 
canoe races return. "I think that they will be back in the 

M.Cokely and Billy Bishop (top canoe) wage an intense battle only to capsize later in .the race. spring," Bly said. "It went real well; some people did not 
Clute Goodwin and Mike Johnson(bottom canoe)went on to win the race. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) want to sto ." 

Self 'irtJagery is tij~me 
of day-long wori~h9pi 
By ~$~A. BUTKOVICH 
· stiitt .J,ieii6rJet"······ 

--~~~{f~;; 
· Fine .-c\rtS;J}~~~lgingat College ·Of the Mainiap.d, 

. , Gue$t~.l,ydia Bodnar~Balaµuttak; recent
ly had a sho:w atdle Gtaham Gallery :ih lloqstoo. · 

~alJy from Ohio, she has Uved ~!lfl'e~ 
fortO.Y#~ffelhas taught at San Jac:int0;~9Ileg~ 

i11iM,! 
. ishe(l ~t. Ttus familiarized t!1,edass with the 
concept of serlf+imagery. After that she. p(e$ented 
two pieces of her work, one painting .. ,anµ one 
drawing,to illustrate her finished work. 

Everyone al. the workshop bas done &t, but 
life drawi~g is different from what ~f.Y are used 
to, Bodnar-B'iilahtlttak commented. T~;"2t¥~h9p . 

~:e:,b~1: .. :i:1~:ijtr~1:d 
then draw bn .. the c~vas. ''The drawiM ~esasa 

· l)lueprintf'. 'B$ar-Ba1ahutrak expla~ed; "$elf· 
'imagery i§;figurativework and working with o~~~s· ··· 
self isvetyenlightenmg. Everyone chooses acer~ 
tain aspect9ftbrim§elves." .. 

''lt is ¥¢01 exciting to 1?e d9ing soi;ti~tp.ing ... 
like tbi$;'\ ijogqar-Balabutrak said. ';lf~Jiot ~i 
sfructufeda&•-aie·ctassroom exNrl~ce.~q •. f§•."efY 

~•-: 

_______ ..:...._ _ ___: ______ _..;,;~.;;;:...:=--......... ------------7 

Bergin offers fresh teaching angle 
B JENNIFER BRADSHAW short stories and poetry. . . 

y "I've had some poetry published and would like to 
Staff Reporter do more, but I haven't kept at it lately. You need a huge 

"I break all the rules through writing. That way, I 
can stay plain me," explains English teacher Kathye Ber-
gin. 

Bergin is one of the many part-time instructors at 
College of the Mainland. She received her bachelor's and 
master's degrees from University of Texas, Austin, and 
has been teaching since 1977. 

"I love teaching!" she exclaimed. "I wanted to be a 
lawyer when I was younger, but when I entered college I 
wanted to be a broadcast journalist. I later changed my 
mind a, 1d decided that I wanted to teach." 

Shi.: laughed as she said, "You can tell that I wanted 
to do something so that I could stand up i~ front of peo
ple and talk, but it couldn't be acting. I was the worst 
actress in my senior play." 

Bergin grew up in Carrolton, near Dallas, as part of 
a stable, happy family. She attended the University of 
Texas for two and one-half years. Then she married and 
moved to Seattle, Washington. There she attended poe
try workshops and was a housewife. 

After moving back to Texas, she returned to the 
University of Texas to obtain her bachelor's degree while 
also starting a family. 

"I knew I didn't want to be a high school teacher. I 
just couldn't go back to high school voluntarily after I 
felt like I just got out. I knew I wanted to teach on the 
college level, so I went for my master's degree," she stat
ed. 

While in graduate school at the University of Texas, 
she began teaching at the university. She received her 
master's degree and has taught technical writing and 
English at colleges such as Alvin Community College, 
Texas A&M at Galveston, and The University of Hous
ton at both Clear Lake and central campus. Bergin says 
that she'· has been teaching English at COM for about 
three years. 

The English teacher hopes to accomplish other 
goals in addition to teaching. Being a part-time teacher · 
allows Bergin to do some writing of her own including 

stack of rejection slips to prove that you're 1working," 
Bergin admitted. . 

Bergin has worked hard to get where she is and 
stresses that the youth of today should take time when 
deciding about something as important as their future. 

"When you're young you should explore what you want 
to be and not submit yourself to pressure," she said . 
"Enjoy having the luxury of being confused, because lat
er on, you won't be able to." 

Kathye Bergin takes break between classes. 
(Photo by Ron Bertotby) 
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Devall believes in quality education using computers 
By KAREN M. O'NEAL sure that stu?ents are taught the sk1ll_s necessary viser of InterCOM. and has been active, for the 

S ff R for the working world. Devall explams that the past two years with providing type tt f 
ta eporter hi p . kill . d d se ers or 

Grap c Arts rogram 1s s one~te as oppose JnterCOM and allowing journalism students to use 

As graphic arts instructor at College of the 
Mainland, Sandra Devall has received national 
recognition for her approach to teaching. 

Aldus, the company that produces 
Pagemaker and other widely recognized desktop 
publishing packages, has asked Devall about 
having COM become an authorized training cen
ter. 

Devall is excited about this opportunity be
cause she appreciates the way in which Aldus 
structures their classes. 

"Aldus has reconfirmed the ideas I've had of 
quality education, with one person to one 
machine," Devall said. "It's important to know not 
only how to use the computer and the software, 
but how to incorporate other skills and focus on 
what's best for the reader." 

Devall graduated from Southwest Texas 
University in San Marcos with a degree in in
dustrial education. She worked at Shell in Hous
ton for several years as the supervisor of the 
printing department before coming to COM 20 
years ago. 

As part of the Industrial Education Program 
at COM, Devall works closely with an advisory 
committee made up of people from the printing 
and publishing industry. They assist her in making 

to a more conceptual based teaching approach. her lab for putting their paper together M 
~~~all believes th~t ~esktop publis!1ing ac- recent'ly she' has helped the newspaper ~tacf~~ 

cess1b1hty to the public 1s dangerous m some develop a computer format for desktop publish

respects. "There is a group of people who use the 
software for show instead of as a tool to comm\Uli
cate effectively." 

Devall says that graphic communications is 
the best term for what she teaches. The term im
plies not only the knowledge, but also the skill of 
portraying an idea to the reader. 

Though she has taught at COM for 20 years, 
Devall says she's really not doing the same thing 
anymore. The printing industry is progressing so 
rapidly that Devall ends up spending her spare 
time reading and studying to keep up with the 
changes. 

"Computers have taken away the boring, 
repetitive steps and allow us to go into deeper 
design," Devall said. The recent focus on technol
ogy and creativity at COM has led to a more 
stimulating environment. The teleconference 
program, computer development and other ap
proaches have caused a new excitement at COM. 
Devall states, "The enthusiasm has been what I 
needed from a teaching standpoint." 

Devall has been supportive of COM progress 
throughout the years. She was the first faculty ad-

ing. 
"I always wanted tc teach," Devall states. Her 

students report she's doing Just that, in a manner 
befitting only the best l'f ed\lcatois. 

Devall (right) explams t e opera
tion of new computer software to Cathy 
Tepera. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Foreign student talks of American experience 

Darlene Burgner speaks with Johan Wahlberg 
of his native Sweden. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

By DARLENE BURGNER 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland student Johan Wahlberg is 
experiencing a special kind of education this year. The 
native Swede is spending a year at COM taking such 
varied courses as photography; scuba diving and desk-top 
publishing. His objective is not to get a degree but rath
er to find out what he wants to do career-wise. He also 
wants to improve his English. 

The 19-year-old has many interests such as going to 
movies, skiing and silversmithing. 

Wahlberg comes from Gavle, Sweden, a coastal city 
with a population of approximately 80,000. The old 
shipping and trading town was once Scandinavia's big
gest shipbuilding center. It is a city where the county 
governor resides in a Vasa castle. Vasa is the family 
name of the first king of Sweden and his son Johan III 
built the castle. 

Wahlberg chose Texas to get his education for prac
tical reasons. A family friend who lives in Bacliff pro
vided a place to stay. He chose to attend COM because it 
is close and offers the types of classes he is interested in. 

"I'm real excited to be here visiting another culture," 
Wahlberg says "A person can learn a lot more visiting a 
country than just reading about it in a book." 

_He enjoys American food but notes that Americans 
eat-a lot more-fried foods- than people in his country. He
also' has noticed that in the United States people are 
friendlier and more apt to speak to strangers. He first no
ticed this when he saw a student filling out a change of 
address card in the Administration Building. The office 
worker noticed the city on the card and mentioned that 
she has relatives living in the same city. 

"Another difference I noticed is how Americans use 
their cars a lot more than in my country. Bicycle travel 
is much more common in Sweden," Wahlberg says "It's 
because your country is so much bigger." 

In Sweden Wahlberg lives with his family in an 
18th century villa. The residence has 15 rooms, along 
with two kitchens. His father is a fourth generation je~
eler and his mother is a retired school principal. Wah_l
berg's parents recently started a consulting business 
which provides estimates on the value of stolen jewelry 
to various insurance companies. 

When he returns to Sweden at the end of the 1988-
89 school year, Wahlberg plans to serve his mandatory 
15 months of military duty. 

Says Wahlberg: "I think everyone should have the 
opportunity to visit another country. It's a very enrich
ing experience for me." 

Defensive driving helps pay premium on insurance 
percent discount on auto insurance premiums to drivers The DDC classroom presentation teaches students to 

_ By, ,FR~NK ~- PLUSK who complete the course. The discount is good for three rec~gnize acci~ents in the making and to _use _crash-
Managmg Editor years and applies to bodily injury, property damage, av01dance ~hniqu~ necessary toward prot~tmg life and 

College of the Mainland is offering Defensive Driv
ing courseS' as a part of its Continuing Education Pro
gram. The purpose of the course is to teach students how 
to drive and stay alive. 

Students will receive additional benefits upon com
pletion of the eight hour course. According to Beverly 
Douglas, DDC coordinator, nearly 75 percent of those 
enrolled take the class to dismiss a traffic citation, while 
an additional 20 percent use the course as a discount on 
their auto premium. 

According to the information pamphlet provided by 
~e D~,, ~e State Board of Insurance has approved a 10 

· medical payments and collision coverages issued by rate- property while behmd_the wheel. DDC es~a~es that 8~ 
regulated companies operating in Texas. percent of all_ auto ~cc1dents are caused by driver error 

.. and the class IS designed to make students more aware of 
The QDC employs eight audiovisuals in the class- those mental misjudgments. 

room enviomment which meets on two four-hour nights Classes will continue to run through November and 
or one eight-hour weekend day. The course costs $20 and December and will meet on either Monday-Wednesday or 
provides each student with a Participant's Course Guide Tuesday-Thursday evening sessions. The class is com-
and a Texas Driver Handbook. pleted in one week. For those who are unable to meet 

Each class is designed to have a minimum of 12 during the week, Saturday all-day sessions are available. 
students with no more than 50. Douglas suggested that Senior citizens are afforded half-price discounts. 
in addition to the several sites that are offered throughout Anyone wishing further information about DDC may 
the Texas City/Clear Lake area, DDC will offer- special- contact Beverly Douglas at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
ized classes at the location of choice for the organization. 3991, Ext. 285, 

• • • .I 
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What's Happening 
Pre-registration held 
Early registration for the Spring 1989 will be held on 
Nov. 30 and Dec. 1. Students will receive postcards in 
the mail informing them that advisement will begin 
Monday, Nov. 14. They will be instructed to pick up 
their Permits of Register (P1R) from the College of the 
Mainland Admissions Office together with a Time Per
mit and insructions for Early Registration. 

College conference set 
Approximately 400 community, technical and 

junior colleges across the country will meet via satellite 
Tuesday, Nov. 22, to begin to translate the 
recommendations of the Building Communities into 
action. 

The one-hour teleconference to be screened in the 
LCR , Teaching Auditorium, begins at 4 p.m. and will 
provide one-way video and a two-way audio hook-up to 

enable participants gathered at college downlink sites to 
exchange questions and comments with teleconference 
participants in Washingtion, D.C. 

An optional 30-minute question period from 5 to 
5:30 p.m. at the conclusion of the program will allow 
panelist to respond to additional questions from 
participating colleges. 

Help for flood victims 
College of the Mainland's Child Development Pro

gram is sponsoring a fund-raising effort to aid the flood 
victims of Bangladesh, a country which borders India and 
Burma. Monies collected will be used to send food 
items, medical supplies and other necessities to Bangla
desh. Donations should be made payable to the American 
National Red Cross, Bangladesh ReHef, P.O. Box 
37243, Washington D.C. 20013. For further informa
tion contact COM at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991 
Ext. 39'1. Please leave checks with the Child Develop
ment Lab. 

Student Activity Calendar 
By KEITH R. PETERSON 

Musicians and other performers will perform outside during College Hour Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. In inclement weather performances will be held 

in the Student Center. For more information, contact Maryann Urick 
at (409) 938-1211, Ext. 418. 

College , Hour Specials, Events and Sports 

Dates Activity 
Saturday, Nov. 12 ... .................... .................. ......... ..... Join the Student Activity Board for a Pre-Holiday 

Dance at the San Luis Hotel in Galveston from 
8p.m.-midnight. The dance is being cosponsored by 
Galveston College. Call College of the Mainland, 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 417, for 
tickets. 

Wednesday, Nov. 16 ...................... .............................. Take part in the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate 
Conference Sports Day to be held at Brazosport 
College. Participants must sign up in advance in the 
Physical Education Complex. 

Saturday, Nov. 19 ....................................................... COM's 11th Annual Turkey Trot begins at 8:45 
a.m. Sign up by Nov. 11 and recieve a Turkey Trot 
T-shirt. Trophies ~ill be awarded to winners. 
Turkeys will also be given away by drawing. 

Thursday, Dec. 1.. ...................................................... The Intercultural Student Organization will gather at 
12:30 p.m. in the Administration Building Pit Area 
for an Intercultural Christmas tree trimming and 
sing-a-long. 

Thursday, Dec. 8 ........................................................ Students will have the oppurtunity to swap their old 
books for the ones they will need for spring 
semester. The book swap will take place in the 
Student Center, Room 120, between 12:30-1:30 
p.m. Call Ext. 417 for information. 

Computer theft prompts better security 
Continued from Page 1-----------------------------

stolen merchandise. 
"The community college and the whole cor,~munity Devall hopes that if that person whole stole the ma-

is impacted by the crime," Devall told lnterCOM. "The chine reads this article might make their life simpler by 
impact on the college's insurance is juSt one example." directing security to the location of the Mac IL Devall 

Devall added that the amount of use that single per- said, "Even if it's just an anonymous call, it would make 
son gains from the Mac II is insignificant when com- their lives much simpler. 
pared to the loss of classroom usage. "I- guess if you had to find something positive about 

She said," I guess I'm still angry about the whole this," Devall said: "It would be how the college and se-
thing." curity has responded. Bob Meyer has put out a newsletter 

Devall indicated that the machine can only be main- that focuses on what to do in an emergency. 
tained by authorized dealers. Furthermore the programs "With · the number of computers being used, the 
locked into this particular machine are done so through a world has changed and the college is supporting those 
very abstract device making it impossible to remove changes as to how we can make this system work," De-
them without damaging the machine. She added that that vall concluded. 'Tm not just saying that, I really believe 
a ~ubstantial award is available to dealers who discover that." 

Brown bag series set 
College of the Mainland is again sponsoring a 

Women in Support Brown Bag Series. The free College 
Hour seminars are held upstairs in Room 212 of the Stu
dent Center, Thursdays, 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. The infor
mative series includes Surviving Holiday Mania Nov. 
17, Family Rituals Dec. 8 and Resolutions is set for 
Jan. 26, 1989. For more information' contact Barbara 
Crews, (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 470. 

Anorexia discuss.ed 
Anorexia nervosa and Associated Disorders holds 

weekly group meeting at 7 p.m. on Monday evenings at 
the Wetcher Clinic, 16902 El Camino Real, Suite 2C. 
The meeting is free. Anorexia Nervosa and Bulimia are 
dangerous eating disorders characterized by extreme 
weight loss and/or binge eating and purging. This self
help counseling and support group for persons with eat
ing disorders. For further information, contact Goldie 
Rappaport at Wetcher Clinic, (713) 488-1703 

lnterCOM thanks MCL 
A special note of sincere thanks is extended to 

Mona Miller, Sarah Garrett and Polly Lawyer for 
their supporting help in the Multidisciplinary 
Computer Laboratory in the Technical-Vocational 
Building at COM. Their patience and wisdom 
helped make the Nov. InterCOM possible. 

Shoplifting concern 
discussed at COM 
By DARLENE BURGNER 
Staff Reporter 

The teleconference, Stop That Thief-Shoplifting 
Prevention held Nov.I in the College of the Mainland 
Auditorium proved to be a very informative presenta
tion. 

The program was designed to help retailers reduce 
shoplifting in their stores. 

The teleconference started with an overview of sho
plifting using facts such as a shoplifting occurs every 
five seconds and the four items most commonly stolen 
are clothing, jewelry, cosmetics and electronics. 

It went on to detail some of the methods used in 
shoplifting. There's the Booster who conceals items in 
false pregnancy devices, hand bags and clothing. The 
Switcher who substitutes fake tags or alters the retailers 
price tag. And there's The Runner who simply snatches 
merchandise near an exit and runs. 

The program also discussed prevention techniques, 
apprehension and prosecution of offenders. 

The attendance was suprisingly low with only eight 
retailers showing up. Mike Cady, the Continuing Educa
tion Coordinator at COM presented the program. He said 
extensive mailings and advertisments were issued to the 
retail community informing them of the teleconference. 
When asked about the low turnout he said a lot of retail
ers accept the fact that shoplifting occurs and they sim
ply mark up their prices to compensate. 

So who really pay~ for shoplifting? TI.le Consumer. 

Safety first concern 
Continued from Page 1---------

The Campus Police Department has recently distrib
uted its first issue of the Bulletin, a bi-monthly newslet
ter containing information on safety issues, parking reg
ulations, new staff employees and other topics of 
interest. 

Douglas says, "We're licensed police officers and we 
have all the authority of regular police. If you notice 

' anything suspicious let us know right away. That's what 
we're here for." 
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Merry Christmas Happy Hanukkah 

Mexican Revolution veterans honored at COM 
By A. SCOTT YOCHAM 
Staff reporter 

College of the Mainland was the focus of national 
attention Nov. 20 when a reunion of the remaining vete
rans of the 1910 Mexican Revoiution took place. 

The historic event, coordinated by COM history 
professor Dr. Manuel Urbina, honored six former sol
diers of the revolution. In addition, the daughter of revo
lutionary leader Pancho Villa, Alicia Villa, was also 
honored. The veterans honored were: Maj. Rafael Loren
zana, Capt. Jesus Gonzalez Moya, Capt. Leo Reynoso, 

Lt. Ausenco Arias, Cpl. Miguel Contreras, Cpl. Toribio 
Cabera and Teodoro Garcia, the only veteran who fought 
on the side of the federal government 

The veterans who range in age from 86 to 100 were 
nine to 14 years old during the revolution. Urbina said 
that because of their age another event of this kind prob
ably not occour. For this reason, the reunion carried 
much importance. 

In addition to the honorees, several other dignitaries 
were on hand including Texas City Mayor Emmett Low
ry, first COM President Herbert Stallworth, Deputy 
Land Comissioner of Texas Arnold Gonzalez and Con
sulate General Ramirez, Mexico's consulate to Houston. 

The program began with a fajita feast. Strolling ma
riachi minstrels, Mariachi Los Gallitos, entertained the 
crowd. Afterwards Consulate General Ramirez spoke at 
length in Spanish enumerating the reasons for the revo
lution and the benefits it brought to present-day Mexico. 
In a printed translation handed out to the audience Rami
rez said, "All Mexicans now have access to free educa
tion, making their expectations for a better life a reality." 
He added that he is a product of this free education. 

After the speech the group moved to the auditorium 
in the Learning Resource Center for more mariachi mu
sic and a folk dancing demonstration followed by an 
awards ceremony. 

Before each honoree received his awards, a five
minute video interview of each was shown. President 
Larry Stanley then presented each honoree an award on 

Dr. Manuel Urbina translates Mexican Revolution veteran Leo Reynoso's answers to questions asked by behalf of COM. Febe Urbina, president of the Urbina 
the press. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) Foundation anu Dr. Urbina's sister presented each man a 

Coming to grips 
with Vietnam War 
By DARLENE BURGNER 
Staff Reporter 

Sixties music played while candid slides of 
the Vietnam War flashed on three screens, setting 
the mood for the first of a four-part series on the 
Vietnam War era. 

College of the Mainland's Andy Jones, Jim 
Higgins, Ann Miller, Bob Young and Tony Pfeif
fer were instrumental in organizing this series. 

Sponsored by COM the series ran through the 
month of November. The fast part, "The Warriors: 
Paying the Price," explored the anguished experi
ences of the men and women who fought the 

r ground war in Vietnam. 
A panel of Vietnam veterans discussed their 

experiences in what turned out to be the longest 
running war with United States involvement The 
war lasted from 1959 to 1975, killing 58,022 and 
wounding over 300,000. 

Ed White, a public relations man for the Army 
Corps of Engineers, Bruce Clawson and COM art 
instructor James Templer were the panelists for the 
first segment of the series. All agr~d that most 
people wanted to know how many soldiers the 
men killed and what it was like to kill someone. 
Only a few asked about having friends die or the 
many other ways war makes one old before ones 
time. 

See Vietnam Page 12 

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever See Mexican Page 12 

Children give Christmas a new look 
By GREG GUION 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Theater selection for 
the holiday season is, The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, 
by Barbara Robinson. The comedy is about a Sunday 
school class that is going to put on a Christmas pageant 
about the birth of Jesus Christ. 

Grace Bradley (Jackie Bynum) ge~ trapped in to di
recting the annual Christmas play, after Mrs. Armstrong 
(Jeannene Lanford), who has directed the pageant in past 
years, breaks her leg and is put in traction. The play de
picts the Bradley family's homelife is like with this play 
causing just a bit of tension in the Bradley household. 

The play is also about some children; the Herdmans 
(Jay Mello, Ty Beauchamp, Jason Kendall, Katie Meyer, 
Aaron Templer, Karen Pitts, and Kristin Bond), who are 
dirty and obnoxious come to Sunday school for the first 
time and steal all the main parts to the play. As a result 
all the other children think the pageant will be ruined. 

· It is a unique show in that it tells the traditional 
Christmas story from the perspective of the Herdmans 
who are completely unfamiliar with the Christmas story. 

Beth Bradley (Carrie Beth Lanford) not only did a 
good job of acting, but she also serves as a narrator for 
the audience. ,She keeps the audience involved with the 
story between scenes. 

But Gladys Herdman (Karen Pitts), who played the 
Angel of the Lord, stole .the show by expressing the 

See Best Page 12 

First grader Karen Pitts plays an angel in COM's 
production of The Best Christmas 'Pageant Ever. 

(Photo by Reggie Schwander) 
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Campus Editorials 
Students take gift of 
education for granted 

An education is something many people take 
for granted. 

Like me, many students have parents who pay 
for their education. Most parents want to provide 
their children with the opportunity to obtain a ca
reer and independence. What many students do 
however, is take the gift of an education, that their 
parents give them, for granted thereby overlook
ing their responsibility in securing that education. 

The freedom from money worries often leads 
to a lack of concern about studies. Students need 
to realize that paying for school is an important as
pect of a good overall education. Students who 
work to pay for those first two years at an afforda
ble community college will be more responsible 
and appreciative of the ~ducation they are receiv
ing. 

·An education is more than just the class envi
ronment, it involves work as well as study. Those 
students who pay for their education seem to put 
more effort and time into their classwork and stud
ies. Since it is their money being spent, they want 
to get out of it all that L'iey can. Students who 
have their education provided for them seem to be 
more lax about their studies. 

Generally students who neglect their studies 
will either fail or drop out of the course. At this 
point many begin to deceive their parents. They 
pretend that they are s~ll attending the classes 
when they've quit. Some students even sign up for 
the same course the next semester to get a passing 
grade without their parents knowing they dropped 
the first time. 

Using some sort of earned money, whether it 
comes from waiting on tables or sacking groceries, 
needs to be part of a student's education. After be
ing a waiter or sacker, a student will also be more 
focused on his education. 

My parents are not wealthy so the money they 
spend on my education comes from sacrifices they 
make. I want my parents to know that I do appre
ciate the chance they are giving me to have a better 
future. Because nowadays a college education is 
an absolute must for a career with even a moderate 
rate of pay. 

I want to thank my parents for sending me to 
school because I don't know if I could pay for it on 
my own. I know I am fortunate but perhaps I need 
to discipline myself a little more to get better 
grades. 

If a student has helped pay for the first two 
years of his education and has proven that he is 
willing to work for it, then upon transferring to a 
four year institution, he will prove that the gift of 
an education from his parents will be money well 
spent. 

Drug testing could save lives 
By JENNIFER BRADSHAW 
Staff Reporter 

Each year teen-agers die of accidental drug over
dose. Sadly, this situation is becoming more frequent, as 
lives are being taken destructively. We can no longer 
accept these conditions; letting the leaders of tomorrow 
lose their lives to the ignorance of today. 

As a 1988 higfi school graduate, I can relate to the 
drug problem in the high schools of today. Growing up I 
often heard as an excuse for allowing this problem to 
grow, "These kids today .... " But I protest and say what 
about the kids of today? They are good individuals, with 
unlimited possibilities, growing up in a society made by 
their parents but blamed upon them. 

Recently, I lost a very dear friend to this tragic prob
lem. He was a smart, talented, athletic, young man with 
more ambition and determination than most of his peers. 
He came from a loving and supportive family and had 
friends who cared very deeply about him. Unfortunate
ly, at the age of 16 he died from an overdose. 

This tragedy could have been prevented. So many 
of his friends and family members could not get him to 
face the fact that he had a problem. Had he attended a 
school where drug-testing was mandatory, the test would 
have proved positively that he was using drugs. 

If he wanted to participate in the extra-curricular ac
tivities in which he was involved, he would have had to 

att~nd ~e counseling sessions necessary to help hir.1 
qmt. Kids rely on extra-curricular activities for accep
~ce, accomplishment, and a sense of belonging. Fore
mg them to be tested for drugs in order to attend, will 
ensure that fewer teen-agers will lose their lives to 
drugs. 

Some students and parents claim that these tests are 
~n- invasion of privacy. But if Y,ou have nothing to hide, 
1t 1s to your advantage to prove that you are not a user of 
drugs, thereby helping those who are exposed rer?ive 
treatment. 

. _Others prote~t _that the schools cannot take away the 
pnvtlege of participating in extra-curricular activities. 
But these are privileges, and do not have to be offered by 
the schools. 

Drugs are taking the lives of our youth, and it is 
time that we fight back. The policy of mandatory drug 
testing, already in effect in some schools, proves that 
America is willing to accept the idea that drugs are a 
problem, and that we want to move in the direction of 
winning this battle. 

The embarassment or time needed for the test can
not be as precious as a human life. The testing is worth 
it even if it only saves one life. 

We as a society can join together and beat the 
plague of drugs. The battle can be won. Don't allow ig
norance to beat us. It could be your child, or friend who 
loses the battle next time. The stakes are too high. 

Career dreams fade to reality 
By KRISTINA BUTKOVICH 
Staff Reporter 

"Jimmy, what do you want to be when you grow 
up ?" the little girl asked 

"Um .... I want to be an astronaut or a fireman or a 
policeman or the president of the United States. What 
about you ?" he replfed. 

" I want to be a stewardess or a teacher or a movie 
star." The topic of conversation changed and they start
ed playing in the sand box. 

When I was young I could name a list of things I 
wanted to be when I grew up. But now as I reach adult
hood, my list has shortened quite a bit. 

Being little was easy. All we had to do was grow 
and learn. We didn't have to think about money or bills, 
because our parents were there to do all of that. But I 
think it is when we reach 13 or so that our minds focus 
on money and our future. We fantasize about our future 
in a job with a large salary and a ton of benefits. 

Once high school comes along, the one or two ca
reer choices left are the major choices focused on. In my 
case, when I was a senior, I pictured myself in a nice suit 
in a beautiful office building in a huge city. I was plan
ning on going into business. 

I took this dream to college and it was there that I 
found out business was not for me. Scrapping that idea, 
I thought about communications, which is mainly why 
I'm in this journalism class. But I'm still unsure. All the 
career choices I dreamed of as a child have faded. Now 
I don't know what I want to be. 

It's really "i!psetting to be in college and still not 
know wt.at my career will be. Some people have made a 
career decision by the time they get to college. And for 
some it is the final decision. Then there are people like 
me who change their mind two or three times before 
graduating. 

People have told me many times that I should be
come a teacher, because I'm great with kids. And when 
I was little I thought of how much fun it would be to 
decorate a classroom and do fun projects. My parents 

and others · keep telling me that becoming a teacher 
would be a good idea for me, but I'm still unsure. 

One of the things I'm finding out, and it's a surprise 
to me, is that I need to be interested in what I want to do 
for the rest of my life, regardless of whether the salary is 
phenominal or not . Of course salary is a big deal and I 
would be lying if I didn't say it is, but there are some 
things that money just can't satisfy. I think it would be 
so rewarding and neat to teach a child geography or how 
to read. It seems as if our society is out of touch with 
our world and many people can't even name countries on 
a globe. Even their own. And giving a child the knowl
edge of reading is just a wonderful gift and a very essen
tial one. 
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Twas the night before finals, when all through the 
school 

* * * Not a student wasn't studying, n.., : even a fool; * 
The coffee was brewing and the Vivarin was bought, * 
In hopes that the night would be long enough. * 
The books were on the desk and spread all about, * 
While the notes were all jumbled and hard to make out. 
As the night wore on and the clock seemed to stop, * 
They thought no harm in taking time off. * 
Their minds took a break as they settled down to sleep, * 
In hopes that their task would be easier to complete. * 
Through their minds raced figures and/acts, * 
That they had to spit out or else get the ax. 
Now math! now, English! now, Einstein! and Dickens! * 
On history! on, science! on, Lincoln and Darwin! * 
From the very first book to the end of the pile * 
Now dash away! dash away! dash away all! * 
Their bodies came to life as the sun began to rise, 
They took their finals with confidence yet/ear in their * 
eyes. * 
They turned in their papers and collected their grades, * 
And away they flew like Santa in his sleigh. * 
But I heard them exclaim, as they drove out of sight, * 
"Merry Christmas to all, and to all a g_ood-night!" 

by Staff Reporters Jennifer Bradshaw & Kristina Butkovich * 
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--Letters to the Editor.--.... 

ECOM 01nission 
offentls student. s;i 

Dear Editor. .·.• ... 
We were disappointed you did not include<rut' 

"Question and Answer·sessioo on Drinking wa~ . 
ter" scheduled for Nov. 30; particularly when J . 
came to your office and typed up the specifications 
as requested • The presence of environmental 
awareness on campus will not be acknowledged •·· 
without inclusion of one little line in the calendar • 
Is that too .mucb to ask? 

Thanks to Kafeq M. O'Nea1 for her concerned. 
articles. You may be interested to know the:E.nvi,i 
ronmental Committee has a plastic recycling col- ' 
lection scheduled for pick-up in January. Tb¢ 
funds will go to the community food bank. . 

Please inform people to separate plastic in four 
categories; l.thin film such as bags, wrappers, 
sheets 2.HDPE (high density polyethylene) which 
includes soft bottles such as shampoo, milk, and 
water 3.PET (polyethylene) soda water bottJ.es . 
4.bard plastics s,1J.Cb as laundry baskets, toys (y.;tW,f;L 
QUt metal parts)~. r ..... · . n . 

The Plastic Waste DisPosal Act is out qf cqin{i 
mittee and waiting for action on the floor (as of 
Oct. 11). The Beverage Container Reuse and Re-' 
cycling Act has been referred to the House Energy 
and Commerce Committee pending further actioo. 
Please write to your legislators in support of these 
bills, or forever hold yoor piece of refuse. ' 

For more information on what ECOM is 4~ 
ing, sponsoredb:¥ Dr. Renate True. leavea~* 
sage at ext. 33 ttir AAll Bebe Lising at 948:;44Q?+L 
Thank you. •··· . I . w ..... ·.·.·.·.·. 

· Bebe:t~gi 

Edilors note: Bebe Lising was a staff reporter for 
lnterCOM from spring' 87 to fall' 87. Ustnt 
should have recognized that space limitaiions . 
many times do nqtpennit all announcements l<J.bt. . ·. 
included on the . InterCOM What's Happe.-,iPJg 
page. One of the cP!Jsiderotians given in excl~g) 
the 'Whats in. ll.te •W(lter" was the fact thatf{aic i 

~:~:;;~~itlJ:1~!13:t~~r.t:a!::~.;,~~.:~1,itr 
the effects of was1ein the environment. •·.· ·.·.· .·.•.··.· 

COM student views life through bloodshot eyes 
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Ron Bertothy works with his computer. 
(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

By RON BERTOTHY 
Photography Editor 

Espresso and Coke keep me going as I pound on my 
computer keyboard. It's 3 a.m. and the screen is begin
ning to look like a light show at a rock concert. I go to 
bed. 

At 6 a.m. my radio goes off on high volume. When 
it finally forces me to regain consciousness to the tune of 
"Big Balls" by AC DC I head straight to the espresso pot 
for my morning fix. 

Halfway through the second cup I realize that it 
hasn't done anything to me. "Oh no, I've become im
mune," I think to myself. 

As my eyes finally focus on the mess I affectionate
ly call home. I laugh when I think what it must look like 
to an outsider. 

Books are everywhere. They lie wherever I last read 
them. Clothes, papers, computer disks and photographs 
are strewn about haphazardly. 

My problem is no different than that of other work
ing students. It's a problem of priorities. There never 
seems to be enough hours in the day to do everything 
that I should do or would like to do. 

I have to make painful choices. So I decide to ignore 
the mess and study algebra. But it's so late in the semes
ter that I have run out of places· to study. My desk is 
piled high with books, computer print-outs and software. 

My kitchen table has a mountain of papers and photo
graphic equipment stacked on it and my coffee table has 
a disassembled rifle, two stacks of books, an ashtray, 
three empty beer bottles ~d a shoe on it 

I somehow make it to school early and do my study
ing in th.! Leaming.Resource Center. The next six hours 
are occupied with algebra and physics classes. If I leave 
school at 2 p.m., I'll have enough time for a quick lunch 
since I don't have to be at work in Houston until 3. 

On the way I realize that I forgot to bring a tie with 
me. The company that I work for at night will not let me 
work without a tie on. They feel that it enhances an em
ployee's performance if the blood supply going to his 
brain is substantially reduced. I have no choice but to 
stop at Baybrook Mall and shop for a tie. 

Zooming up Interstate 45 I can't help but think of 
my brothers who lecture me about my lifestyle and urge 
me to concentrate on work and maybe raising a family 
(I'm not even married). They tell me that I'm silly for 
spending so much time with school and who knows, 
maybe I am. It's become a sort of addiction with me. 

Maybe I do it because it agitates my brothers, they 
never have been able to figure me out. Maybe I just like 
the way my boss always glances at his watch as I enter 
the office with my tie crooked and a cheeseburger in my 
hand. Maybe I do it just because it keeps me off the 
streets and out c:ff trouble. 
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Campus News 
COM Singers performance shows achievements 
By GARY A. JENKINS the Fine Arts Building during College Hour, Tuesday, family members and friends. 
Staff Reporter Nov. 15. Earlier in October the choir sent 13 students select-

The College of the Mainland Singers performed un
der the direction of Hope Shiver in the Recital Hall of 

The audience at the mid-day concert was small but ed by audition to attend the Texas Junior College Choral 
receptive. It consisted mainly of faculty, the singer's Festiv~ hosted this year by North Harris County Col

------------------------- lege. Several pieces from Tuesdays concert were also 
performed at this festival. 

The 23-member group sang five selections while 
three were performed by soloists. Norma Wegebelen, a 
soprano, sang "Per La Gloria D'Adorarvi", Lester 
Moore, a baritone, sang "Ho Capito" from "Don Giovan
ni" and Michelle Bell, a soprano, gave her rendition of 
"Ma Rendi Pur Contento". "The student solos were cho
sen in private voice sessions," Shiver said. 

"The selections 'Praise Him' and 'Sing We And 
Chant It' were my selections to round out the program," 
Shiver said. 

My job is to polish the rough edges so their talent 
can show through. Some students began the semester 
without being able to read sheet music or have any idea 
what was to be expected of them." 

Speaking of the dedication and sacrifice a student 
must give Shriver commented that the choir is not about 
individuals, its about teamwork. 

"Each member supporting and adding their strengths 
to the group," Shiver said. 

Hope Shiver directs COM Singers at a College Hour recital (Photo by Jim Higgins) 
Discussing her teacher/student relationship 

said,"These students are some of my best friends." 

Students organize to welcome Mexican revolutionaries 
By BERTA 0. BRAGG 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland welcomed Mexican Revo
lution War Veteran's who rode with Pancho Villa and 
guests to the reunion held in their honor Nov. 20. This 
was a once in a lifetime occasion because the veterans 
ranged in age from 86 to 100. 

The unprecedented reunion was the result of Dr. 
Manuel Urbina's 10 year effort. Several COM student 
organizations volunteered their time to make the campus 
presentable for the occasion. 

The Student Activities Board, Phi Theta Kappa and 
the COM Amigos members helped welcome guests and 
their families at the Student Center as they arrived for 
the luncheon and opening speeches. 

Earlier in the week SAB members worked between 
classes to put together red, green and white ribbons for 
all the hosts and hostesses. Guests also were provided 
with colorful identification ribbons as they were greeted 
by faculty, staff and student volunteers. 

SAB officers organized a cleanup of the campus the 
week before the reunion. One chore included lining 
campus bulletin boards with cloth backdrops and re-

placed outdated announcements with current ones. They 
plan to continue this task on a monthly basis. 

Supplies SAB members borrowed for the reunion 
were tagged to be properly returned immediately follow
ing the occasion. 

Student volunteers strung numerous Mexican flags 
vertically from the ceilings in the Student Center. 

As the guests were escorted to the Leaming Re
source Center for the plaque presentations and video 
taped interviews, one guest commented in Spanish, that 
the warmth of the people at the reception and detailed 
preparations made them feel very honored. 

Sounds of Solution entertain students 

COM, GC share spotlight in Pre-Holiday Unity Dance 
By ST ACY GILBERT 
Assistant to the editor 

College of the Mainland and Galveston College 
jointly sponsored a Pre-Holiday Unity Dance Nov. 12 at 
the San Luis Hotel in Galveston. 

The two colleges are working together in comple
menting each others curriculums. The dance took that a 
step further by bringing the schools together in student 
activities also. "The best thing about the dance was the 
joint sponsorship between the two colleges and that it 
benefitted both schools," stated Maryann Urick, coordi
nator of Recreational and Student Activites. 

COM's Student Activities Board and GC's Student . 
Settate hired the band The Solution to provide music for 
the dance. The Solution also provided the entertainment 
for COM's Back-to-School Welcome in October. 

The number of guests from each school was just 
about the same, according to Urick. A buffet and re
freshments was provided for the approximately 350 peo
ple who attended the dance. The schools also shared ex
penses for the dance. 

West Touchstone, a part-time accounting student at 
COM, won the door prize; a room at the San Luis Ho
tel. SAB member Ronnye Schlageter was chairperson 
for the event. 

Glitter, confetti and helium-filled balloons were among the decorations that the Student Activities Board, 
from Galveston College and COM provided for the Pre-Holiday Unity Dance. Seated from the left are; 
Tim and Ronn ye Schlageter, COM SAB president Bill Flowers, Lisa Culbertson and Zackery Matthews. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 
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COM musicians jazz it up with Doc Severinson 

Sparky Koerner takes a moment to be photographed 
with Doc Severinson at Galveston Island's 3rd An
nual Jazz Festival. (Photo courtesy of Ted Williams) 

By BERTAO. BRAGG 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland's Jazz Ensemble had the 
unique opportunity to perform with Doc Severinsen of 
the Tonight Show as part of the "Galveston Island's 3rd 
Annual Jazz Festival," in Galveston's Grand 1894 Opera 
House,Nov.12. 

Severinsen performed with The Jazz Ensemble to 
provide the traditional jazz, big band, music that they 
felt most people may have expected if they are fans of 
Severinson's Tonight Show Band. The nationally re
nown group Zebron is a small, contemporary jazz group 
that is led by Severinson, "It's not the musical format 
you expect with Doc, it's not like his 20 piece band -
not a jazz fusion," Koerner says. 

"Traditional jazz refers to music such as 'Satin 
Doll' or 'In the Mood," COM music instructor, Spark:1 

Koerner, explains. "Contemporary jazz is differcn~ 
from the traditional Jazz. A key element in traditional 
jazz is the art of improvisation. Two contemporary jazz 
musicians that are well known, for example, are Kenny 
G and Chuck Mangione. Contemporary jazz seems to 
have evolved closer to rock music." 

A week before the jazz performance, Koerner re
ceived some of the Tonight Show Band's music that he 
had requested several months in advance, from Severin
sen 's agent. "We selected tunes we could work on in 
that short a time period. We also rehearsed songs we al
ready knew that could feature a trumpet," Koerner said. 

The show, which played to a full house, went off 

without a hitch, Koerner told InterCOM. 
lnterCOM questioned Koerner about the rumors 

that jazz group Zebron appeared to be a snobbish group 
of people. Koerner had met Severinsen a few years ago 
and found him to be a "real down-to-earth person," but 
said that Zebron's majority didn't speak to the Jazz Ex
press members during or after the rehearsal and show, 
with the exception of the saxophone player who com
mented that tenor saxophone soloist, Isaac Stubbs, 
"played a mean horn." "I was disappointed, I had hoped 
to have more discussion to bring back to my students. 
But Doc hung out at the opera house and talked with the 
guys in The Jazz Ensemble before the show," Koerner 
added. 

After the concert Koerner and Lhe Jazz Express, a 
smaller group of musicians, hosted the Moonlight Jazz 
Cruise aboard the Colonel Paddlewheeler off of Pier 22 
in Galveston. 

COM's Jazz Ensemble which is a credit class to
ward a music degree currently has an enrollment of 20 
musicians "who are community people, such as: chemi
cal engineers, operators at local plants, doctors, band di
rectors and high school students," Koerner says. 

The next jazz concert is set for Tuesday, Dec.13, at 
8 p.m. in the Fine Arts Building, Room F-ll7. A small 
combo will be presented along with the COM's Jazz En
semble. Some of the numbers planned will be "Take 
Five," "Ain't Misbehavin'," "Reggae Blues" and "Just 
the Way You Are (written by Billy Joel)." The concert 
is open to the public. Admission is free. 

Holiday gift finding proves to be a sweet experience 
By FRANK A. PLUSK 
Managing Editor 

Aren't the holidays wonderful? Decorations, sweet 
desserts, holly and mistletoe, being with family, oak 
burning fireplaces, seasonal music, and Lhe dreaded pur
chasing of gifts. 11 shopping days left and counting. 

"Hello Cindy?" 
"Yeah your brother- hey wheres that Christmas list 

you've been promising to mail?" 
"Great- just great- well I need some ideas!" 
"Okay, let me get this straight, your coffee table is a 

black laquer finish ·wilh brass trimming and you could 
use some knick-knacks as a centerpiece?" 

"Sounds good, gotta go, 'tis the season and all that 
good stuff!" 

Then it was off to the mall with my completed list 
Ahh! Why can't mall shopping always be so festive? 

Smiling faces, imaginative decorations, friendly sales 
clerks, cheerful music, it truely makes hectic shopping a 
real joy. · 

First order of business was to consult the mall direc-

SAB, Outdoor Club 
set spring calendar 

The Outdoor Club is in the process of planning four 
trips for next semester and on Dec. 30 and Jan. 2, they 
will partipate in the "Trees for Dunes" project which 
consists of collecting and placing Christmas trees to pre
vent eroding of the dunes and beaches. 

The SAB has confirmed its dates for the Free Movie 
Series for the spring. Big starring Tom Hanks, will be 
shown on Jan. 20 and 21 at 7 p.m.; Big Business, a come
dy with Bette Midler and Lily Tomlin, on February 17 
and 18 at 7 p.m.; Cocktail, one of last summer's biggest 
attractions with Tom Cruise, on March 10 and 11 at 7 
p.m.For adults and children alike, Disney's The Fox ar;d 
the Hound is set for April 14 at 7 p.m., and April 15 at I 
p.m. For those interested in these activities and many 
more, the Outdoor Club' meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday of every month at 7 p.m. in the Student Cen
ter, Room 120. The SAB meets every Thursday at 12:30 
p.m. in the Student Center in Roorr. 203-A. 

tory. 
Knick-knacks, knick-knacks, knick-knacks the mind 

echoed while Lhe curious index finger glided down the 
list of stores. 

"Hmm, no knick-knacks. Maybe they'll be in one of 
the specialty departments at Macy's." 

I planted myself at the Macy's directory. 
"Hmm, no knick-knacks 1st floor, no knick-lrnacks 

2nd floor, no knick-knacks 3rd floor. Guess I'll go to 
mall information." 

"Pardon me ma'am, could you please direct me to 
the nearest knick-knack store?" 

"They wouldn't be anything like a paddy whack 
would they?," she sarcastically replied. 

Something told me that I might be in a bit of a 
pickle. The rational half of self suggested that I check 
into the Yellow Pages. 

. Unfortunately nothing was listed between kitchen 
cabinets and knives. Only then did I begin to wonder 
what the heck this knick-knack might be. Blame it on 

holiday hysteria. The dictionary seemed logical at this 

point. 
Knick-knack: I) a bit of bric-a-brac. 
I don't think my sister intended me to shop at a ma-

sonry. Nah, that would be too simple. 
Knick-knack: 2) a pleasing trifle 
Flash! Lightbulb! Idea! How stupid of me! 
Within minutes I was at the greatest trifle store in 

America, Walgreens; and sure enough there they were 
right next to the checkout stand. 

Knick-knacks: sugar-coated chewable jellies in as
sorted colors. 

Late that same night my wife and I had opened 151 
packets of candy to find enough black candies to fill a 
small brass bowl. 

"Won't Cindy _be surprised how well we matched 
her color scheme?,-.. I asked my wife. "I just hope she 
comes up with a better idea next year," as I picked 
through the mixing bowl of extra candies to find another 
purple one. 

Ahh! Aren't the holidays grand? Oh well, 'tis the 
season to be jolly, •or in this case, shall I say jelly? 
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Leo Reynoso glances at Mexican flag. 

Dancers perform for Pancho Villa veterans. 

Workers tape windows in Student Center in preparation for Hurricane Gilbert. 

Peter Menzel, left, and Jerry Steinhacker entertain during Oktoberfest. Leo Reynoso, left, and Teodoro Garcia are two honorees at banquet for veterans. 
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COM weathers eVentful semester 
Ily RON IlERTOTHY 
Photography Editor 

This wasn't a typical semester. It started with a hur
ricane, at least we expected one. 

Hurricane Gilbert was expected to hit somewhere 
between Galveston and Corpus Christi with category 5 
strength. Most of us took it seriously and made prepara
tions. Lucky for us, it moved west and lost power after 
striking the Yucatan peninsula. 

We may have felt a little bit silly when we returned 
home but not as silly as we would have felt had we not 
prepared for the worst and were caught off-guard. 
Cleaning up and getting organized again used up lots of 
valuable study time for many of us. 

Once we finally got ourselves back into gear we 
managed to accomplish quite a bit. Special events such 
as the Vietnam series which drew numbers of people 
every week. Dr. Manuel Urbina made history with his 

Pancho Villa Veteran's Reunion. Even our Oktoberfest 
drew what seemed like ten times the students that it had 
last year. 

With final exams so close and Christmas just 
around the corner, everyone is under a lot of stress. 
Families and friends of students are probably anticipat-

ing the end of the semester even more so than the stu
dents themselves. 

After the ink is dry on the last final exam and we 
go out to party (if we still remember how) we can raise 
a toast to ourselves for making it through to the end 
with our sanity still intact. 

Twins Tracy, left, and Stacy Gilbert enjoy a relaxed moment between classes. 

P r •-i.-;'r rr.,.-. -~- i_._ ....... 

Photos by 
Ron Bertothy 

Tony Pfeiffer, left, discusses his Vietnam era experiences during the presentation. Liiht rain is all COM received from Hurricane Gilbert. 
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Campus Features .. 

Solutions to the Jl.roblem 

Pollution: You can be the cure 
By Karen McManus O'Neal 
Staff Reporter 

Editors note: The last two arlicles on the en
vironment have approached the environmental 
problem, first;from a political standpoint, then from 
an individual's viewpoint. This last article in a series 
addresses the steps an individual can take to make 
a positive impact on the environment. 

Several states in the United States are ad
dressing the environmental issue directly. Surely 
every state is looking at this problem and puzzling 
over the best solution. Some states, like Oregon 
and New Jersey have adopted statewide recycling 
policies. 

However~ many state officials are addre$Sing 
this issue differently. They believe that environ
mental problems don't stop at the state line and 
that the federal government needs to take a firmer 
stance. 

I don't pretend to know the answers, but 
knowing answers is not a requirement for par• 
ticipating in the solutions. 

1 'be first step you can take is to pay attention. 
Many environmental issues are covered by the 
media. Watch for them. lf you feel stron~ly about 
an issue, @ntact your legislatoi:s. ·· 

Excuses are only valid if you believe them. Not 
knowing how to contact your legislator is a poor 
excuse. Your local city hall can tell vou the names 
and addresses of your senators and repre
sentatives. 

Another way of contd})uting to a solution is to 
clean up what can be cleaned up and to prevent as 
much pollution as possible. Howcan this be done? 

Individuals or groups can help clean up the 
environment in manyways. Texans can help by be· 
coming invol~ed in the • Adopt A Highway" 
program. With 'this program Texans can clear a 
section of the highway of debris and litter. Scout
ing groups are involved with this program. Other 
groups can do so as well. For information, contact 
the Texas Highway Department at (713) 869-4571. 

One way to prevent pollution is to recycle 
products as much as possible. Many recycling 
companies in the greater Houston area will pick 
up recycled paper, cans and plastics if there is a 
large enough quantity. They often pick up from 
schools, churches and businesses. · 

The College of the Mainland Envirorunental 
Committee is sponsoring a plastic recycling effort 
here on campus. 

ECOM also hosts environmental speakers for 
students and community members. For further in
formation about ECOM, contact Dr. Renate True 
at (409) 938-1221 Ext. 331 or BebeLising at (409) 
948-4403. 

Another important step is to be aware of our 
environmentahresources. Don't waste or abuse 
theprecious ~$ts that humanity still has left: 

There is no quick fix, no easy way out. The 
best we can do is discuss where we are and where 
we want to be in toe uture -- as a nation. as a state 
and as an individual: 

Set some goals and work for them. 

ECO M listens to 
GCW A speaker 
By Karen McManus O'Neal 
Staff Reporter 

.The College of the Mainland's Environmental 
Committee sponsored a guest speaker on Nov. 30. The 
topic of the discussion was "What's in the Water?" 

Galveston County Water Authority's Water Treat-. 
ment Plant Manager Art Thompson addressed the 
group of interested students, faculty and community 
members. 

Thompson told the group that the majority of 
Galveston County uses surface water. 

People in this area used to be dependent entirely on 

well water. However, problems with subsidence and salt 
water intrusion have made it necessary t:> convert to sur
face water. Wells are primarily used as a backup water 
source in case of drought or transportation complica
tions. 

Surface water comes either from the Brazos River or 
it is purchased from the city of Houston. 

GCW A recently acquired a canel system and water 
rights from the Brazos River Authority. The water from 
the Br~s is treated and stored by the GCW A. 

Thompson discussed the water treatment and testing 
process in detail. He also answered questions and dis
cussed comments from the a:i.dience. 

ECOM is planning to arrange a tour of the Water 
Treatment Plant with Thompson. For information on 
this tour or other aspects ofECOM, con~ct Dr. Renate 
True at (409) 938-1211 Ext. 331 or Bebe Lising at (409) 
948-4403. 

St. Nick legend preserved in author's poem 
By FRANK A. PLUSK 
Maqaging Editor 

Clement Clarke Moore was born in Manhattan, New 
York on July 15, 1779. In his lifetime he would become 
a successful teacher and achieve moderate acclaim as an 
author, yet wtlike any of his predecessors this unfamiliar 
name in literature would do more to change a child's im
age of Christmas than any other person or event has in 
the last 166 years. 

Moore's original intent for his poem The Night Be
fore Christmas was to amuse his six young children dur
ing the Christmas. morning of 1822. Having little regard 
for his effort, Moore thought he had permanently dis
carded the poem after its intial reading. Fortunately it 
was rescued and since then there have been over 40 edi
tions of The Night Before Christmas on record at the Li
brru-y of Congress, with over a dozen adaptations made 
into movies and filmstrips. 

As the only child of Bishop Benjamin Moore of the 
Episcopalian church and Charity (Clarke) Moore, Cle
ment enjoyed a comfortable childhood due to the posi
tion and wealth of his family. Moore's early education 
largely came from his parent's private tutoring. 

At 16 Clement Moore was accepted at Columbia 
University. Three years later he graduated at the head of 
his class as a master of Oriental and classical literature. 

In the 12 years that followed before his marriage to 
Catherine Elizabeth Taylor in 1813, Moore devoted most 
of his time to teaching and writing. He attacked many of 
Thomas Jefferson's political and theological ideas 
through published pamphlets. With support from Scrip
ture, one particular pamphlet argued against Jefferson's 
claim that mountains were formed before rivers. 

Moore's patriotism compelled him to argue against 
many of America's foreign trade policies and the evils of 

money, trade, power and politicians. 
After years of research Moore published a lengthy 

two-volume work in 1809 entitled A Compendius Lexi.
con of the Hebrew Language. It was the first attempt in 
America to translate Hebraic terms. Although the publi
cation did not receive much acclaim, it was considered 
to be a worthwhile textbook for beginners. 

By 1821 Moore became a professor of Biblical 
Learning ,;,1d Interpretation of Scripture in the Diocesan 
Seminary in New York. Shortly thereaftei: Moore's life 
was saddened by the tragic deaths of his 6-year-old 
daughter Emily in 1828, 36-year-old wife Eliza and 14-
year-old daugh~er Charity in 1830, his mother in 1838, 
and his 31-year-old daughter Margaret in 1845. By 1848 
Moore's fifth child and namesake, Clement, began suf
fering from a mental disorder that warranted extra care 
and guidence. 

Moore endured those personal tragedies however 
through personal achievement. In 1829 he received his 
doctoral degree. Seven lots of ground donated by Moore 
for the erection of St. Peter's Church between 8th and 
9th avenues on 20th Street in Manhattan were publicly 
consecrated in 1838. It was the Christmas Eve of 1822, 
however, that would preserve Moore's name in literature. 

After all of his children were tucked into bed, 
Moore recalled the events that took place earlier in the 
day. 

Much of the afternoon was spent shopping for a 
Christmas turkey. He had talked with Jan Duyckinck 
who serve~ as a handyman in the Moore household. 
Duyckinck was from Holland and had on many an oc
cassion shared Christmas folklore from his native home
land with Moore. 

Moore sat in front of the fire that night and imag
ined that St. Nicholas would be like his friendly, rotund 

handyman. He remembered how Duyckinck's eyes 
would twinkle at the mere mention of the children's ex
citement and anticipation of seasonal gifts. His trade
mark pipe helped lend to the holiday image-in Moore's 
mind. Moore meditated at length while thinking of ways 
he could amuse the children. In a moment he would dip 
his quill into the inkpot and craft his first impressions. 

"Twas the night before Christmas, when all through 
the house .. .Nc,1 a creature was :- tirring, not even a 
mouse ... " 

Those famous verses were read to children and fam
ily member's delight the following morning. It just so 
happened that on that particular Christmas Moore was 
enertaining the daughter of Rev. David Butler, rector of 
the Episcopal church at Troy, N.Y. Fortunately she res
cued the poem from where Moore had disposed it and 
FOpied the verses. 

The following year she submitted the poem anony
mously to the editor of the Troy Sentinel. It was met 
with similar enthusiasm and was published under the 
title of A Visit from Saint Nicholas. 

Each year more ai:id more readers desired to know 
who had authored the poem. Ironically it wasn't until 
1838, some 15 years later that Clement Clarke Moore re
luctantly allowed his name to be revealed. He had felt 
that the poem would discredit his scholarly contributions 
to the literary world. Moore felt that his description of 
St. Nick was beneath the dignity of such a stature. 

Clement Clarke Moore died on July 16, 1863, five 
days short of turning 85. He is buried alongside his wife 
and children in Trinity Church Cemetery on Upper 
Broadway, Manhattan. Children from that neighborhood 

. still make annual pilgriqrnges to Moore's grave every 
Christmas Eve to leave presents for the underpriviledged 
and listen to the minister read alm1d the famo11s poem: 
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A conflict remembered 

Anti~war draftees question U.S. involvement in Vietnam 
By KRISTINA BUTKOVICH 
Staff Reporter 

Continuing in the Vietnam series, the third discus
sion, Hell no, We won't go, focused on those who didn't 
go to war and those who were at a point in their lives 

when they believed the war was wrong. As in previous 
discussions, a panel was introduced. 

Carlos Calbillo was the first panelist. During the 
Vietnam War, he was a draft co,mselor and also was a 
conscientious objector. When he was young and grow
ing up in Pasedena, he planned to join the military after 

Tony (Tuong) Nguyen discusses his views shared with an audience member after the fourt!, and 
final installment of the Vietnam series held at COM. In his panel presentation of Through Vietnamese 
Eyes, Nguyen wore traditional Vietnamese clothes which he indicated is a statement for the things he 
values." Nguyen spoke of a desire to die on Vietnamese soil and expressed thanks for being given the 
oppo'rtunity to speak from the viewpoint of a Vietnam native. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 
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high school and serve his country along with his friends. 
But as his high school days dwindled, Calbillo started 
reading whatever he could get his hands on to give him 
some idea about the war. Before he stareted his reading, 
he believed everything the president said, but after 
reading about the war, he realized that the facts present
ed by the administration were lies. 

So, instead of going to Vietnam with his friends af- · 
ter graduation, Calbillo went to school at San Jacinto 
College. While at college, he went to meetings, sit-ins 
and was involved in protests.. He met lots of people and 
decided to join an organization that was against the 

draft. 
This organization trained people to be draft counse

lors, and to help those who had been drafted find ways 
to get out of going to Vietnam." There were legal ways 
to tie up the draft board," Calbillo explained. They 
would fight appeals and even at times take action that 
wasn't within the law. "The War Machine' needed bod
ies," Calbillo said. "The people that came to me had the 
smarts to get out, but for every man that I prevented 
from going, the 'War Machine' would take someone who 
didn't know anything about the war." 

The war affected everyone greatly, and people need
ed to be objective and think for themselves, Cal.billo 
pointed out. 

The next panelist, Ben Jordan, had a different story. 
Being a high school drop-out, Jordan felt that his options 
were limited, so he enlisted in the Army and went to 
Vietnam in 1967. He was greatly influenced by John 
Wayne and his pro war attitude, and felt that being in the 
war was going to be like the movies. Once over there, 
he realized differently. 

For Jordan, his time in Vietnam was a time to make 
decisions. By talking to South Vietnamese and other 
Americans there and by reading about the war, he be
came aware of the anti-war movement at home. 

Sometime after the war was over, Jordan attended a 
homecoming for the veterans in Houston. All the booths 
at the event were really militant, but one group seemed 
out of place: Veterans for Peace. After talking to them, 
Jordan marched not with his old division, but with the 
Veterans for Peace during the Homecoming Parade. He 
is still proud of his time in the service, but prefers peace. 

Tony Pfeiffer, COM Continuing Education and 
Community Service coordinator spoke last. He grew as 
a Quaker, and because he was a good student, Pfeiffer 
went to college right after high school. At that time, he 
said, he really didn't take war that seriously. 

After graduating from college, Pfeiffer went to 
Boston where he worked in a care center for veterans. 
Then he was drafted. 

He put a case before the draft board of becoming a 
conscientious objector, but the board rejected his case. 
Then Pfeiffer put in an appeal, but still had to go through 
the process of being drafted. He recalled meeting mem
bers of the Boston Draft Resistance while he was at the 
draft center. 

"They would give out infurmation as we were get
ting on the buses to get our physicals and when we 
reached the center, another group of them would take the 
information away," Pfeiffer said. He also described how 
the Restistence League had men planted among the 
draftees and those men had antiwar statements written 
on their bodies or they refused to answering questions. 

"I couldn't imagine leaving America and decided to 
go to jail if necessary," Pfeiffer stated. When his second 
case came before the board, they accepted his appeal, 
but urged him to enlist by doing alternative service. So 
for two years Pfeiffer continued working at the care 
center, and when his two years were up, he was de
clared a conscientious objector. 

About a year ago, Pfeiffer and several of his col
leagues came up with the idea to have a series of talks 
about the Vietnam era. But it was Pfeiffer who actually 
was the one responsible for the series. The purpose of 
the program is to present the pros and cons of the war 
and to put it into ~rspective and to achieve a balance. 
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Campus Sports/Interviews 
Patterson to form advanced vollevball course 

&I 

-------....J 

By ST ACY GILBERT 
Assistant to the editor 

The Volleyball I class has been offered at College of 
the Mainland for eight years. The class meets on Mon
day and Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. to 4:50 p.m and is 
taught by Betty Patterson the Houston area United States 
Volleyball Association representative. It is offered as a 
credit and non-credit course. 

Patterson will also be teaching a non-credit course 
in power volleyball on Fridays from 5:45 p.m. to 7:15 
p.m. This class will be offered for six weeks in January. 

Patterson has tried to start a Volleyball II course at 
COM but there was not a large enough response from 
the students. Students who would like to be in the ad
vanced class must have maintained an A or B average in 
the Volleyball I class. More difficult routines and drills 
will be taught in the Volleyball II class. 

Every semester Patterson takes her best team to 
Sports Day. This semester the COM team was second in 
their pool after being beat in the semi-finals. They had 
played nine straight games so they were allowed to play 
a consoltation game. 

Betty Patterson, center with ball, pauses for photo with fourth place COM volleyball team at Sports 

Patterson also teaches mens and womens power 
volleyball at the Lowry Center in Texas City on Wednes
day nights and at South Shore Harbor on Thursday 
nights. 

Day held on Nov, 16. (Photo by Maryann' Urick) 

J!y (,~EG GUION 
Stat'(Reporter 
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ISO examines early Pueblo culture 
By A. SCOTT YOCHAM 
Staff reporter 

The Intercultural Student Organization held their 
second meeting of the semester, Nov.17 in the Stu
dent Center. 

In keeping with its purpose of introducing students 
to new and different cultures, the focus of this ISO meet
ing was on the art, music, poetry and religion of the Pue
blo and Pueblo related Indians. 

The program began with a sample of Navajo Indian 
music. This music centers around religious rituals and 
involves men exclusively. The musical rituals rely on 
singing as well as dancing to powerful rhythms. 

As the music played, the group viewed pictures and 
literature about the art and lifestyles of Pueblo-related 

Indians of New Mexico and Arizona. 
A video presentation immediately followed and 

concentrated on the Anistasi Indians who were the an
cestors of all later Pueblo civilizations. This group which 
called themselves "The People" lived in the high desert 
lands from between 750 and 1100 A.D. They lived in 
cliff dwellings modeled after their natural surroundings. 
The predominant philosophy of this group was based on 
balance and harmony. "All is alive" was the attitude of 
these people pertaining to the environment and all that is 
a part of it. 

In a short discussion that followed the video presen
tation the primary topic revolved around the way this 
culture stressed harmony with nature and, in contrast, the 
way our culture is compelled to conquer the natural en
vironment. 

The Outdoor Club returns with canoes filled with garbage collected during the Annual Armand 
Bayou Clean-up held on November 12. 21 Outdoor Club members · participated in the event and 
filled 10 canoes with waste debris. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 



Stevens, Dieckman 
strike it up for COM 
By GREG GUION 
Staff Reporter 

North Harris County College, Oct. 25, hosted the 
Fall Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Bowling 
Tournament at Diamond Bowl Lanes in Houston. A 
record number of schools, 10, and students, 115, attend
ed. 

College of the Mainland faired well as Chris Dieck
man and Kim Stevens won second place in the co-ed 
doubles match. Mike Collins, Charlot Dunnbier, Dieck
man and Stevens finished in third in the team competi
tion. 
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This event, however, was dominated by competitors 
from Lee College, Galveston College, and Alvin Com
munity College. The three colleges accounted for 10 
first place finishes for the 11 different categories. 

Elyse Grubb, left, Jeromy and Dioney Grubb walking with sister Lindy who is the youngest entrant to the 
COM annual Turkey Trot at 14 months of age. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 
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hat's Happening 
Tny and clnthing drive 

The Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society service com
mittee will be sponsoring a toy and clothing drive til 
the end of the semester. PTK will accept new or used 
articles that are still in good condition. All donations 
will go to needy families in the area. Please take all do
nations to Dave Hansmire's office, Room 117 in the 
Math/Science building. 

Food dona ions needed 
The Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society will be collect

ing food to donate to President Larry Stanley's food col
lection program for area food banks til the beginning of 
Christmas break. Barrels for the food drive will be 
marked and placed inside campus buildings and will be 
emptied after each night. Please donate non-perishable 
food items. 

Conservation job openings 
The Student Conservation Association will be an

nouncing over 650 job openings for the 1989 summer 

and fall seasons this month. Positions are fill<>:d on a 
competetive basis. Applicants must be 18 years of age or 
older and out of high school. 

These positions enable selected students to partici
pate in the work of government and state agencies re
sponsible for the care and management of the country's 
national parks, forests, wilderness areas and wildlife ref
uges. 

Interested people should send a postcard request
ing the "1989 Resource Assistant Program Listing" and 
an application to the Student Conservation Associa
tion, P.O. Box 55OC, Charlestowp, NH, 03603. The tel
ephone number is (603) 826-5206. 

Theater classes offered 
Jack Westin is instructor-director of theater classes 

of which there are three currently being offered: Begin
ning Acting, Intermediate Acting and Introduction to 
Technical Theater. 

Anyone interested in registering for the next classes 
or for more information about the recital should call 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 348 

Student Activity Calendar 
By GREG GUION 

Musicians and other performers will perform outside during College Hour Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. In inclement weather performances will be held 

in the Student Center. For more information, contact Maryann Urick 
at (409) 938-1211, Ext. 418. 

College Hour Specials, Events and Sports 
Dates Activity 

Monday, Dec. 12 ........................................................ Bookstore begins buying back books. 

Monday, Dec. 12-
Friday, Dcc.17 ........................................................... Final course evaluations (exams). 

Thursday, Dec. 16 ....................................................... COM Art Gallery presents Drawn from Life: The 
Pysical and cultural landscapes of the 1980's. 

Wednesday, Dec. 21-
Tuesday, Jan. 2 ..................................... : .................... College closed, to reopen on Wednesday, Jan. 3. 

Saturday, Dec. 31.. ..................................................... New Year's Eve Gala, sponsored by the La Marque 
Chapter Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., will talce 
place at the Galvez Hotel, 2024 Seawall Blvd in 
Galveston from .9p.m. to 2 a.m. Tickets are $25 per 
person. Persons should dress in party auire. For 
ticket infromation call (409) 935-2020. 

Tuesday, Jan. 10 .................................................... ., ... Credit Registration for the 1989 Spring semester. 

Thursday, ,Jan. 12 ....................................................... Laie Credit Regisration for the 1989 Spring 
semester. 

Monday, Jan. 17 ......................................... , ............... Spring semester classes start. 

Mexican revolutionaries reunite at COM 
Continued from Page 1-------------------------------

second award on behalf of the organization and in addi
tion, Urbina Foundation Founder and mother of Dr. Ur
bina, Irene Urbina, gave a selection of Mexican Revolu
tion money printed in their respective home states in 
Mexico. 

The individual video interviews gave each revolu
tionary a chance to tell his storys and views of the revo
lution. Jesus Gonzales Moya, who was unable to attend 
due to a sudden hospitalization, told the story of the 
sixth time he was wounded in the revolution. He was un
der the command of Pancho Villa when he sustained 
three wounds near the heart while trying to capture an 

. enemy machine gun. After being gunned off his horse, 

his foot was still caught in the stirrup and he was 
dragged back to his encampment. Later Pancho Villa 
presented him with a personally signed gun. 

At the end of the awards ceremony the group moved 
to the library for a press conference and autograph ses
sion. The largest public display of Mexican Revolution 
money on either side of the border was showcased for 
public viewing. All the revolutionaries agreed that Pan
cho Villa was a noble man who treated his soldiers well 
and set up many schools. 

The success of the event proved Dr. Urbina correct 
when he said, "You don't have to be at Harvard Univer
sity to do something of such importance." 

CA VE committed 
to helping students 

The Center for Academic and Vocational Enrich
ment or CA VE is now open to College of the Mainland 
students throughout most of the week. Schedules are 
posted on the bulletin boards and in the Learning 
Resource Center library. 

Located on the second floor of the library, the 
CA VE provides · English teachers who will assist stu
dents with grammer, writing or reading difficulties. 

Dr. Janith Stephenson, coordinator for the CA VE, 
says that COM "has always been committed to helping 
students pick up the skills to get through college." 

Next semester the commitment will continue. The 
CA VE is scheduled to set up a full lab with Macintosh 
and PC computers dedicated to English and com
munication skills. The lab is expected to be on the third 
floor of the LRC. 

The state has recently implemented a test for com
munity college students called the Texas Academic 
Skills Proficiency Test or T ASP. Students must be able 
to pass the J' ASP before graduating. 

Students who are worried about passing T ASP or 
who have not passed T ASP, may turn to the CA VE for 
help. 

Vietnam remembered 
Continued from Page l'-------------

Pfeiffer, Continuing Education coordinator at COM 
said: "It's been painful for a lot of these guys to talk pub
licly abo.ut things they've seen and done in Vietnam. 
They've had the courage to talk about the war experience 
to those of us who haven't been there. 

"Vietnam wasn't just about vets" Pfeiffer said. "It 
was about families being divided. Brothers who wouldn't 
talk to each other because one was against the war and 
the other in favor of it. Fathers who proudly served in 
World War II and couldn't understand why their sons re
fused to fight in Vietnam. 

"We wanted to do something on the Vietnam era to 
coincide with Veterans Day," Pfeiffer continued. "We 
felt the press hadn't covered the full scope of the war. 
We went two steps further and included in our series the 
Vietnamese perspective of the war and the ones who 
didn't fight: Quakers, draft dodgers, etc." 

The three discussions were titled, "In Support
Picking Up the Pieces," "Hell No, We Won't Go," and 
"Through Vietnamese Eyes. 

Pfeiffer concluded, "The response has been very 
good and its been a real rewarding experience for every
one." 

Best Pageant at COM 
Continued from Page 1----------

characteristics the angel differently than a heavenly be
ing might. 

Jackie Bynum and Jennene Lanford also put in solid 
performance.s. Lanford plays a real negetive type per
son, whe.re:1s, Bynum play a character that is more will
ing to listen and hear others out. All the children in the 
play were fantastic, thev play their parts very well and if 
they forgot any lin~, :md I wasn't aware that they did, 
they did a fine job of adlibing. Their perfomances added 
with the several bonus traditional Chrjstmas carols make 
for a very pleasing presentation. 

There were many laughs during the play and a long 
applause at the end. Smiles on the faces around me iridi
cates that audicr.ce enjoyed the performance as much as 
I did. I recommend it anyone who is still young at heart. 

This production runs through Sunday, Dec. 18. The 
evening shows Thursday through Saturday at 8 and a 
matinee on ,Sunday at 2:30 p.m. Ticket for performances 
are available by calling the theatre ticket office at (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280-3991. 
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Cosmetology opens educational doors 

Cleo Ettienne (standing) puts the finishing touches on 
Patricia Juarez' hairdo in the new cosmetology full
service center. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

COM's comedy 
delights crowd 
By LEONARD STEINBACH 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland Community Theater's cur
rent production of Tina Howe's off-Broadway comedy 
Coastal Disturbances is making its Houston-area pre
miere and giving audiences a delightful two hours well 
spent. 

The play, set in late August on a private beach in 
modern-day New England, gives the theatergoer a 
beach, love in its many forms and a faithful rendering of 
the on-going conflicts of the characters. 

Coastal Disturbances is well cast, well lighted and 
has realistic sound effects such as fog horns, breaking 
surf and seagulls. The set, a beach with six tons of sand 
decking and a life guard stand, is used well. But there 
were times when I feared for the safety of the actors be
cause of the poor footing afforded by the sandy slopes of 
the beach. 

The adult comedy in two acts is well written and 
strung together like pearls as the action freezes at the end 
of each scene. The story is not new: iust an i~triguing va
riation of the usual boy meets girl, boy loses girl and boy 
gets girl story. The actors in their respective roles give 
good to excellent representations of the conflicts in love 
and relationships. 

Tim Blackwood's rendition of Leo Hart is realistic, 

By ST ACY GILBERT 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland opened a cosmetology pro
gram for students in October 1988. This is a one-year 
course which consists of four semesters; fall, spring, 
Summer I and Summer II. Classes are held in the Appo
mattox Square Office Park on Amburn Road across the 
street from COM's main parking lot 

The department is a fully equipped facility. Down
stairs contains the lab, break room, dispensery and one 
classroom. The instructors' offices, student lockers and 
more classrooms are upstairs. All the equipment is new. 
The lab contains 24 chairs, six shampoo bowls, eight 

hairdryers and two beds for facials. Theory classes are 
taught to students before they practice in the lab. 

For in-district students the course cost is $600 and 
$800 for out-of-district students. The money pays for a 
starter kit that is required for the class. and includes all 
the supplies, equipment and uniforms needed. Payment 
for the course can be split into two installments to ac
commodate students. 

Compared to John's Beauty School in Texas City 
the classes at COM are relatively inexpensive . The nine
month course at John's adds up to 1,500 contact hours 
and costs $4,500. Whereas COM offers 1,600 contact 
hours at $600 or $800. 

Classes are from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday 

See Cosmetology Page 8 

ewer smoking areas left 
By DARLENE BURGNER 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland's Board of 
Trustees has passed a new smoking policy which 
most people seem to be taking in stride. 

It's not much different than the way it was," 
says COM s'tudent Ron Bertothy. "It'll work as 
long as they do have some designated areas to 
smoke." 

The new policy states that smoking is banned 
in college buildings except in the following areas: 

the Mezzanine Lounge in the Learning Resources 
Center; the new lobby area in the 
Technical-Vocational Building; the pit area in the 
Administration Building; and the designated area 
in the Student Center. 

Smoking also is permitted in individual 
offices provided they are equipped with an 
approved air cleaner. 

The old policy stated that smoking was 
permissible everywhere on campus except 
classrooms. 

See Smoking Page 7 

Adam Stallings as 8-year-old Winston and Kristin S. Bond as 8-year-old Miranda play on the beach in COM's 
production of Cottstal Disturbances, a comedy by Tina Howe. (Photo courtesy of COM theater) 

well rounded and presented with the ease of a comforta
ble style. As lifeguard he even includes a little magic. 

Kristin S. Bond totally mastered the role of Miranda 

Bigelow an 8-year-old with a quick wit and a great sense 
of humor. Bond never slipped from character. 

See Comedy Page 7 



Page 2, February 1989, lnterCOM 

Campus News/Editorials 
Censorship of students on rise 
By WAYNE GORDON 
Staff Reporter 

Censorship of student journalists is on the rise na
tionwide according to Keeping Free Presses Free, pub
lished annually by the Press Law Committee of College 
Media Advisers. • 

Distributed to promote Freedom of the Campus Stu
dent Press Month in January, the '89 edition of Keeping 
summarizes cases of censorship as reported by the 
Washington, D.C.-based Student Press Law Center. 
Mark Goodman, executive director of the SPLC, warns 
that "we are now seeing an increase in cases of censor
ship." The SPLC reports that more than 350 calls have 
been received during the past year from students .con
cerned with free-speech issues, a sharp rise from the usu
al annual average of 300 calls. 

Many believe that the rise in incidences of censhor
ship is a consequence of the U.S. Supreme Court's Janu
ary 1988 decision concerning the case of Hazelwood vs. 
Kuhlmeier. 

The court battle originated in 1983 when principal 
Robert Reynolds of St. Louis' Hazelwood East High 
School censored a two-page section from the school 
newspaper Spectrum . The special sectio~ addressed 
the issue of teen-age problems including divorce, preg
nancy and runaways. 

According to the Jan. 25, 1988 issue of U.S. News 
and World Report, Cathy Kuhlmeier and two other stu
dents brought suit against the Hazelwood School District 
claiming that Reynolds' actions amounted to a violation 
of the constitutional guarantee of a free press. Writing 
for the majority in a 5-3 decision, Justice Byron White 
struck down the students' claim of First Amendment pro
tection. White ruled, reported U.S. News, that educators 
may "take into account the emotional maturity of the in
tended audience" when reviewing student productions 
which concern "potentially sensitive topics." 

Despite the fact that the Court expressly exclud
ed from the decision's scope "school-sponsored activities 
at the college and university level," journalists, accord
ing to Keeping, fear that the Hazelwood decision has en
couraged some college administrators to attempt other 
forms of censorship. 

Student enrollinent ·at all-tiine high 
By GARY A. JENKINS 
Assistant Editor 

The student enrollment at College of the Mainland 
has been increasing for several years. This semester 
COM has reached an all-time high enrollment. 

George Beatty Jr., dean of Institutional Develop
ment stated,"We are experiencing record enrollment this 
semester with a total of 3,599 students. This is a 9 per
cent increase from the 1988 Spring semester." 

Reasons for this increase are many, however, 
COM President Larry Stanley offers several possibili
ties. "We find that the largest increase in enrollment is 
with older students. Some are unemployed or are re
training themselves for.a new job." He added,"We also 
find that some of this increase is due to the new state
wide mandated T ASP (Texas Academic Skills Program ) 
exam. Some students have received letters from major 
universities recommending they get three credit hours 
(college level) from their community college to exempt 

them from the test." 
Enrollment at present is expected to remain stable. 

"With the Mitsubishi plant and other existing plants in 
our community having planned construction, this will 
probably lead to an increase in enrollment over a period 
of years, " President Stanley projected. 

According to the December 1988 COM FACTS 
nursing, business and computer processing were chosen 

· most often as majors during the fall 1986 tofall 1988 
time period. All had 200 or more students. 

During the 1988-89 school year the average age of 
the student population was 30. For spring 1989 the typ
ical COM student is a 20 to 24 -year- old caucasion en
rolled in five to eight credit hours. 

"An educated guess to the ratio of students per in
structor would be about 25 to 1," Dean Beatty said. 

When asked why more people are now attending 
college President Stanley responded, "We are moving 
into a society in which some post secondary education 
will be needed. I believe that most jobs will need more 
than a high school diploma." 

Keeping reports that one of the oldest methods 
of controlling the content of student publications is to re
structure programs in order to give faculty and adminis
trators greater authority in the publication process. One 
form of restructuring entails turning a previously inde-

. pendent publication into a laboratory project in order to 
enable instructors to decide what does and does not get 
printed. Other forms of restrµcturing include changing 

· funding and circulation arrangements as well as creating 
new academic or experience requirements for student ed
itors. Keeping claims that significant attempts at restruc
turing occured at both Western Kentucky University in 
Bowling Green, Ken., and California State University, 
Los Angeles, Calif., during the past year. 

Another facet of censorship explored in Keeping 
consists of the refusal by school authorities to print pub
lications for student groups when their content is unsa-· 
vory or unpopular. One such case was resolved this past 
year when The University of Iowa reached a confidential 
settlement with the university's Lesbian Alliance. The 
settlement resolved a suit filed by the Alliance claiming 
that its First Amendment rights had been violated when 
the university's printing service refused to publish an is
sue of Common Lives/Lesbian Lives which photographi
cally depicted females engaging in sexual activities. 

Another form of censorship related in Keeping is 
the theft of free-circulation newspapers by persons at
tempting to stifle the dissemination of information not to 
their liking. Cases of censorship by theft were frequent 
during the past year. 

At Clemson University in Clemson, S.C., four stu
dents pilfered bundles of The Tiger to protest what they 
perceived to be a lack of coverage of minority affairs by 
the newspaper. 

At the University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, 
N.M, 4,000 copies of the Daily Lobo disappeared the 
day the newspaper endorsed candidates for student gov
ernment. 

Four University of Florida students were convicted 
on misdemeanor theft charges for stealing 300 copies of 
a free conservative student publication as part of a battle 
between rival conservative student groups. Keeping re
ports that the case marks one of the first instances in the 
United States where criminal complaints have been filed 
against persons suspected of stealing free newspapers. 
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Trustees debate 
roofing proble111s 

By GARY A. JENKINS 
Assistant Editor 

The College of the Mainland Board of Trustees met 
at their regular Thursday meeting Jan. 26 to discuss sev
eral pending matters . 

Slated for the meeting were the consideration of a 
roofing bid, the debate over construction of a vocational 
building and two guest speakers. The announcements of 
promotions, retirements and the granting of tenure were 
also to be made public. 

La Marque roofer E. B. Wallace disputed the rec
ommendation that his bid for the re-roofing of the Learn
ing Resources Center be disqualified. Wallace had re
cently re-roofed the Fine Arts Building. In an effort to 
decide whether to accept his bid, the board discussed at 
length the quality of his past work. Dr. Henry D. Pope, 
dean of College and Financial Services, referring to the 
inspection of the Fine Arts Building stated,"The job was 
unsatisfactory and did not pass inspection." Henry Wil- · 
more, a staff inspector, gave a negative appraisal of the 
quality of this job. 

After voting upon the bid twice, Wallace was denied 
the contract. 

The trustees discussed the projected cost of a build
ing to house vocational programs such as auto, diesal 
and welding. President Larry Stanley stated,"The build
ing will cost roughly$ 1.5 million." After considerable 
debate, the majority agreed the cost was appropriate for 
the project. 

Dr. William T. Spillar, chairperson for the Division 
of Arts and Humanities presented Nancy Smith, director 
of Adult Basic Education and Astrid H. Lowery, journal
ism instructor andlnterCOM adviser, before the board. 

Smith spoke of the achievements of the ABE pro
gram. She commented on which courses COM provides 
for aliens seeking citizenship. She emphasized the fact 
that these students gain a great deal of "confidence 
through education at COM." 

Lowery addressing the board said,"In my first se
mester I had five students and we produced a 4-page pa
per." She added,"From the second semester on we pro
duced at least eight-page papers." Lowery reported that 
lnterCOM, COM's student publication has won two Tex
as Intercollegiate Press Association awards last year in 
their first attempt in the contest. President Stanley 
brought to the board's attention that Lowery "is produc
ing a quality paper here(at COM) and at Galveston Col
lege." 

In his report to the board the president spoke of the 
plan to allow COM to host summer sc,hool sessions this 
year for area school districts in a "new era of coopera
tion. He suggested,"A high school administrator could 
be brought in to oversee technicalities of the program." 
He concluded his report by telling board members that 
the state was to restore funding for community college 
health insurance. As a result COM would receive 
$330,000 when this occurs. 

Letter to ... the Editor . . > r 

Jnter~.ti~ thanked 
De,ar Editor, ·. . > · .... •·• i 

The S~dent Actiyities Board would lik~ iqr 
take tltiS opportunity ·ti{ thank you.for your pi.ff 
volvement in our activitjes. As you know our goal\ 
is to plan, deyelop and con.duct educational, social, 
cultural and recreatiotyµ;J?f08Iains forthe collegey ·. 
COtt'upu,My. It i~ ..yiJMi¥OIU'. v~ued help that.we paq 
attain ~ese goatst AgfilllJ~t us eww~s oµr app~f ci!ti?f · ··· ·········· ·· · ·· · · · ···· ··· 
Cotdiaily, ·..... . .... ·•·· ... ··· 
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St. Valentine's Day_ 

Origin of holiday - stuff of legends 
By PAUL A. CORREIA 
Starr Reporter 

BE MINE 
Have you ever won

dered how St. Valentine's 
Day began and where the 
custom of sending cards 
and gifts originated? 

In the days of the Ro
man empire, a festival 
called Lupercalia celebrat

---------:-. -- ed the fertility of people, 
fields and flocks. According to Celebrations by Robert 
Myers, during the festival, named for the pastoral god 
Lupercus, young girls put their names into boxes _from 
which young men would draw. one name. The grrl so 
chosen was to be romantically matched for the rest of the 
year to the young man who had drew out her name. 

According to The Book of Days by Jane Hatch, St. 
Valentine's Day was named for one of the saints named 
Valentine who was beheaded during the Middle Ages. 
Contary to popular belief, there was more than one Val
entine. The early Catholic church has records of at least 
three Valentines, with one source stating that there were 
eight. To cause futher confusion, each of these men had 

their feast day on Feb 14. 
Is the origin of this day fact or legend? So little is 

known of these men , that it prompted Jane Hatch of The 
Book of Days to write, " The few known facts of their 
lives are so interwoven with undocumented traditions 
that it is impossible to separate fact from legend." 

The frrst observance of St. Valentine's Day occured 
in the Middle Ages, according to Celebrations. During 
this time, Valentine was said to have been thrown into 
jail where he fell in love with the jailer's daughter. He 
sent her love letters signed, " From your Valentine." 
Though this is a legend, Celebrations associates him 
more closely with St. Valentine's Day, as we know it, 
than all the other men named Valentine. 

No matter the origin of St. Valentine's Day, the 
practice of exchanging gifts and cards has no connection 
with the legendary St. Valentine. However, according to 
Ruth Gregory's Anniversaries and Holidays, even though 
this custom is enjoyed by thousands, it is not practiced 
worldwide. Only the United States, England and France 
take part in celebrating this day. 

Consequently, the growth of St. Valentine's Day has 
brought smiles to the U.S. greeting card industry. Ac
cording to Celebrations , St. Valentine's Day is second 
only to Christmas in the number of greeting cards sent 
out each year. 

COM's orientation acquaints new 
students with -ca111pus and facilities 
By DAWN WHALEN 
Staff Reporter 

A required New Student Orientation sponsored by 
College of the Mainland was held in the Leaming Re
source Center Jan .29. 

Dr. Chester Stout introduced four other counselors 
on staff, stressing that students should use them as need
ed. Counselors have their offices on the second floor of 
the Student Center. 

Dr. Stout discussed the 1988-89 college calender 
and emphasized that students will receive the grade "W" 
instead of an "F" if they drop their class by April 1 in the 
Admissions Office. He also spoke about summer regis
tration, which will begin May 18 for Summer Session I. 

Dr. Stout explained how the Student Activities 
Board functions and that it spo~sors such activities as 
the Kick-Off held in the Student Center Jan.31 and the 
Mardi Gras Unity Dance sponsored by both COM and 

Galveston College. 
A SAB member passed out tickets to COM students 

for the dance held at San Luis Hotel in Galve1iton on 
Feb. 3. 

Dr. Stout emphasized that the SAB is open to any
one who wants to attend the weekly Tuesday meetings at 
12:30 (College Hour). 

Next the counselor discussed degree plans and how 
students may transfer academic credits. He pointed out 
that free tutoring by COM students in all subjects is 
available to students. 

Tutoring by COM instructors also is available at the 
"Cave" on the mezzanine in the library during set hours. 

At the beginning of his presentation Dr. Stout prom
ised a surprise ending to the Orientation to get students 
to stay. 

Maggie Rollins, a COM student performed belly 
dancing to the delight of the male audience. Rollins also 
dances professionally at Zorba's Restaurant and Club in 
Galveston. • 
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Campus News/Features 
Outlook optimistic for black businesses in '90s 
By SOPHELIA M. CONLEY 
Staff Reporter 

During the Black History celebration sponsored by 
College of the Mainland's Black Student Union, Walter 
H. Criner owner and operator of Criner Distributors, 
spoke to students about black entrepreneurship in the 
1990s. 

Being black in corporate America "has never been a 
problem for me, but if it's a problem for the guy on the 
other side of the table I'll help him with it, because I've 
lived with it," said Criner, who owns two computer firms 
in Houston, at the Feb. 9 seminar. 

When asked how he achieved his success Criner an
swered, "I never let it be a black/white thing." He ex
plained that success or failure has nothing to do with col
or. "It's the content and quality of a person's character 
that produces results. If you let color get into your way 
you loose quality." 

Stressing the importance of education Criner, a 
graduate of Texas Southern University in Houston, said, 
"TSU was my foundation." Referring to himself as one 
of the "first generation of black students who went into 
the corporate world," Criner also attributed his success 
to good training. 

Criner a fonner "house boy" or general errand boy, 
for Harry Sherwood, owner of Leroy Jewelry, believes 
that no job is too small. No matter who you work for, 
even if it's just Jack-in-the-Box, there is always room to 
learn. He advised students, "Learn from the companies 
you work for." 

Black entrepreneurship in the 1990s will be a fight 

Criner said. "You'll have to fight and hold on, but deter
mination will get you there." 

Criner, who has been in the computer business for 

29 years, concluded his speech by saying, "Don't go 
where the 'pathman' leads, go instead where there is no 
path and leave a trail." 

Businessman Walter H. Criner, left, converses with COM students Cheryl Caldwell and Black Student Union 
Vice President Ernest Crawford. (Photo courtesy of Office of Public Information) 

Guest speaker lectures on Palestinian situation 
By A. SCOTT YOCHAM 
Assitant to the Editors 

Dr. Donald Betz, an expert on the Middle East, gave 
a 1 1/2 hour lecture to students and faculty in the Col
lege of the Mainland Stu dent Center Jan. 19. 

Dr. Betz, vice president of University Relations and 
professor of political science at Northeastern State Uni
versity in Tahlequah, Okla., has a long history of in
volvement in the Middle East situation. He served as li
ason officer to the United Nations for the International 
Conference on the Question of Palestine from 1982 until 
1984. Dr. Betz also has collaborated on the 1984 forma
tion of the Non-Governmental Organizations Coordinat
ing Committee on the question of Palestine as well as 
other high-level involvements in that area. 

The Middle East expert began his presentation by 
giving a detailed history of recent events in the Middle 
East. He stated that most theorists anticipated that 1988 
would be a calm year because major elections were be
ing held in both Israel and the United States. But this 
was not the case. 

In late 1987 the lntefada (the coming out of) rebel
lion took shape as the most encompassing Palestinian 
uprising in more than 20 years. In this revolt all portions 
of Palestinian society were involved, though the most 
visible segment was the rock-throwing youths rebelling 
against Israeli police. The youths were aided by elderly 
men and women, hidden from sight, who supplied muni
tions by breaking rocks into sizes more easily handled 
and thrown. 

Dr. Betz spoke next of the recent Palestinian trend 
toward political negotiations as opposed to the tradition
al terroristic' approach. This is best exemplified, he said, 
in the highly publicized address by Yassar Arafat to the 
United Nations in late 1988 in which he called for a 
dual-nation solution to the problem. -

Arafat's plan for the resolution of the Middle East 
situation will recognize the legitimacy of the existence 
of both Israel and Palestine and denounces the use ofter
rorism by the Palestinian Liberation Organization as a 
means to an end. Most U.N.-member nations were high
ly receptive to the plan, Dr. Betz stated. 

Americans are beginning to be more sympathetic 

toward Palestinians. Dr. Betz also said this increased 
sympathy on the part of Americans could not have come 
about without the emergence of the lntefada uprising. 

Dr. Betz closed his lecture with a long list of privi
leged information and statistics on the mistreatment of 
Palestinians dating from Dec. 8, 1987 until the present. 

At that time all Palestinian schools were shut down 
for four months and all colleges were closed indefinitely. 
Also according to Dr. Betz all social service centers 

have been shut down to restrict community self-help and 
self-government that Israel sees as a threat. From Dec. 
8, 1987 to the present, 432 Palestinians have died as a 
result of live, rubber and plastic bullets as well as beat
ings and complications resulting from tear gas. Of these 
deaths, 55 have been women and 65 bave been children 
16 years old and younger. 

A brief discussion followed his talk and dealt main
ly with the changing, more sympathetic view of U.S. cit
izens toward the Palestinian cause. 

The presentation was sponsored by the Social 
Science Division of COM and was co-sponsored by 
Tony Pfeiffer, coordinator of Continuing Education · 

ECOM endorses bill for protection of Texas' waterways 
By REBA HAM 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Environmental Com
mittee sponsored a slide show and speech by Ken 
Kramer concerning the environmental threats posed to 
Texas rivers Jan. 26. 

Kramer, a lobbyist for the Texas Legislature, told 
the group a bill to save a number of Texas rivers is a pri
ority issue for the Legislature. Unlike 30 other states, 

Texas has no state river protection system. 
The proposed bill, Texas Rivers Protection Act, 

would prohibit channelization of rivers, resevoir con
struction and would maintain the rivers, one of Texas' 
finest resources. 

"Texas still has areas of untouched, free-flowing 
water ways," Kramer said. He continued, "If we work to
gether, both privately and publicly, we can get our state
representatives to make more of an effort to pass this 
proposal. 

"Trying to increase everyone's awareness that we 
need to maintain our resources is one of the issues in the 
proposed act as well as protecting plants, fish and other 
wildlife which are also endangered," Kramer stated. 

Kramer says it is necessary to protect the rivers not 
only for recreational use, but especially to protect the 
plants and aquatic life on the rivers. 

For more information on the proposed bill contact 
Sierra Club State Conservation Office, P.O. Box 1931 , 
Austin, Texas 78767 
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President Stanley welcomes students at kickoff 

l 

By REBA HAM 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland celebrated the beginning of 
the spring semester with a Welcome Kickoff Jan. 31 
during College Hour. 

President Larry Stanley welcomed new and return
ing students. He also apologized for the inconvenience 
of the construction taking place on the campus. 

Before leaving the podium he introduced the 20-
member Student Activities Board and introduced the 
president and vice-president of that organization, Bill 
Flowers and Craig Leach respectively. 

SAB sponsored the Kickoff in the Student Center 
and provided free entertainment and refreshments to a 
full-capacity crowd. 

Magazine, a local band entertained with their con
temporary and easy-listening numbers. They played , 
several selections by Top 40 artists, such as"/ Could 
Never Take the Place of Your Man," "The Wild Wild 
West" and "Fresh." 

The band also performed at the Mardi Gras Unity 
Dance, co-sponsored by COM and Galveston College 
and held at the San Luis Hotel in Galveston Feb. 3. 

President Larry Stanley addresses students at Welcome Kickoff in the Student Center, Jan. 31. [pg. S] 

The four-member band consists of Willy Gonzalez 
on the drums and vocals, David Conaway playing the 
bass and vocals, Kerry Murphy on keyboards and Marty 
Monte also vocals and lead guitar. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Black achievements important part Of .history 
By SOPHELIA M. CONLEY . . 
Staff Reporter has a national theme. This year's theme is "The role of cured_ a patent for his mvention in the same year, and 

Afro-American churches in economic, po1itical and so- sold 1t to the General Electric Company for $4.000 ac-

· What is Black History month? Why do millions of 
African-Americans celebrate black achievement during 
February? And why is the celebration of Black History 
Month so important? 

Black History Month was initiated by Dr. Carter G. 
Woodson, an editor, educator, author and a Harvard doc
toral graduate. Known as the "Father of modem Negro 
historiography," he is recorded as saying,"If a race had 
no recorded history its achievements would be forgotten 
and in time be claimed by other groups." 

Dr. Woodson believed that "many of the achieve
ments by blacks were overlooked, ignored and even sup
pressed by writers of history textbooks." In an attempt 
to rectify this situation, Dr. Woodson in 1926 established 
a process of black awareness known as Negro History 
Week. His primary purpose was to make sure that 
"young blacks would grow up with a firm knowledge of 
their ancestry." 

In 1976 Black History Week was extended to a 
month to reflect the rising race consciousness of the 
times. It was Dr. Woodson's dream that African-
American contributions to the discovery, pioneering and 
development of American culture be made known to 
everyone. 

Each year the celebration of Black History Month 

cial development at home and abroad." cording to A Salute to Black Scientists and Inventors. 
Some Americans harbor the myth that February was History books pay little attention to the fact that it 

chosen to recognize black accomplishments solely be- was a black man who served as navigator for Christo-
cause Abraham Lincoln, the president who emancipated phor Columbus in 1492. 
!1'e slaves, was ~rn in that month. The fact is, accor_d- American history_ books relate that Conquistador 
mg to the 1987 1Ssue of The World Book Encyclopedia, Hernando Cortez marched into Mexico in 1519 but make 
February was chosen because it coincides with the birth- no mention that blacks were part of that march. It also 
days of black l~der Frederick Douglass (Feb. 14) as was blacks who harvested the first wheat crop in the 
well as that of Lmcoln (Feb. 12). New World according to The Chronological History of 

"The denying of black history over the years has the Negro in America. 
played a major role in the oppression and suppression of 
today's black America," says Dr. Charles Taylor, the as
sistant dean and black student adviser at Loyola Univer
sity of Chicago and also a lecturer in Afro-American 
studies. As a result Black History Month has become an 
important tool of education . 

American history books inform readers that Thomas 
Edison discovered electricity but fail to mention Lewis 
Howard Latimer, a black scientist who worked with Edi
son in the development of the electric light bulb. 

His skill in mechanical drawing enabled him to sec
ure a position with patent solicitors Crosby and Gould. 

Many Americans, who depend on traffic lights to 
ensure their safety, are unaware that it was Garrett A. 

Morgan, a black, who invented them in 1923. He se-

White Americans also made significant contribu
tions to the well-being of blacks. Myrtilla Miner, ac
cording to The Chronological History of the Negro in 
America established an academy for Negro girls. 

Another white woman who helped the slave cause 
was Harriet Beecher Stowe. Her book Uncle Tom's Cab
in published in 1857, captured black life in great detail 
and her vivid language stirred the emotions of thousands 
of Americans. 

The celebration of Black History Month helps to 
further not only black awareness, but offers all Ameri
cans a new perspective on the history of black accom
plishment It also gives students an opportunity to learn 
a part of history that is not generally incorporated in the 
public school curriculum. 

Resol'!!ions: Seiyjnar diss~sses se~iing per~~~al goal~ % 
By OARLENElfll,iN'fR.. . ... /\;{;\;Ct. setting your g-0alsf9t, !Pe.new year. "lfs a W?:Yi9'.i~l > Learning toliv~'i~iiffflte:p.iesent by makill~~~~2 
Staff Reporter . . ..... ·... > .• ••. • grounded and find .ooibow you really feel/ lteekinan . wiJh the past is oneO.fl.li~secrets to a better, rilotef?.!.;L .. 

The Women hl Support Brown Bag Series is ~n :::!n;~: :;o=:!.J compass reading and a watfo fillin~,:!~o necessazy: ~ow what you can control ~ < 

· being held at College· of the Mainland. ''Resolutions" A lot of people do take stock of themselves after the what you have no power. over. ''We have a lot more .c~- . 
was the topic for the first seotinar held on Jan. 26. first of the year bpt many of them get stuck in the past tro1 over our lives than we think." Heckman said."We 

Janice Heckman. who heads the series. is a psycho- They ,have regrets and can't forgive themselves fot past can fill our li\les with m()re satisfying activities and reJa.. 
therapist for the Family Service Center in Galveston. mistakes, Heckman said that people who live in the past tionships. We can surrqund ourselves with suppo~ve. 
She is involved in Adult$ Molested as Children therapy arc discontented, u~ppy and get very little satisfaction people and enlist ~ atd of a self-help group to belJ? ~s 
groups and speci~)n counseling victims of ~,qiaj out of life. And when J?OOple disconnect from thett~t change. We can take ~ttef care of Qurselves physitl~\ 

Heckman started tlje.<Uscusston by asking twq\jues- Heckman. "S001etiQ\frS-•}Ve don't know why we huriibilt Finally, it's a good,~ to break your lifedownJ~rp 
tions: Where are }'@\pow? and Where are. you going? we can face it and adnut lhat we're in pain and ne¢. manageable sections·#d ~ork on changing one tbi.ttg f1l 
She says these areip~t questions to ask in terms of help. It's true Olat .what you feel you can heal." ··· ·· · a time. ·· ·.· · · ·. 
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Campus Sports/Interviews 
Anzaldua defeats 
Gaona for pool title 

By GREG GUION 
Staff' Reporter 

The atmosphere in the College of the Mainland Stu
dent Center on Feb. 1 was a display of intense practice 
for the pool tournament that would take place later that 
day. 

Arnold Anzaldua came out the victor in the field of 
14 competitors. Anzaldua won first plate in the single 
elimination tournament by beating Greg Gaona in a 
tough match in the final round. Martin Mickey placed 
third with a win in the consolation game. Prizes for first 
and second were trophies and the prize for third was a 
hamburger and fries compliments of the COM cafeteria. 

Russ Lytle, a COM student, put the event together. 
Lytle promoted the tournament for two weeks, recruiting 
people to compete. "I was very pleased with the turnout 
(14 competitors)." 

Lytle participated in the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate 
Conference Sports Day last fall and hopes to recruite 
good players to represent COM at this semester's Sports 
Day competition at North Harris County College March 
30. Once all the players figured out when they were to 
play their first match, the tournament moved smoothly. 
The competition only lasted an hour and a half. 

All participants showed good sportsmanship by 

Twins Stacy (right) and Tracy Gilbert pause for a 
photo. Stacy is the managing editor or lnterCOM for 
the spring semester. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Greg Guion lines up to shoot in the 8-ball tournament held Feb.I in the Student Center. Guion placed fourth in 
the running. Winners were Arnold Anzaldua, Greg Gaona and Martin Mickey. (Photo 1'y Maryann Urick) 

friendly hand shakes between winners and losers after all 
matches. 

Another tournament is scheduled for March 1 in the 

Gilbert becoines 
By PAUL A. CORREIA 
Staff Reporter 

After four semesters as a staff reporter, Stacy Gil
bert has finally reached the position of managing editor 
of lnterCOM, the newspaper at College of the Mainland. 

Gilbert is a native of the Texas City/La Marque area 
where she lives with her father and twin sister Tracy. 

At a recent interview, Gilbert said that growing up 
with a twin was like "always having a friend around." 
However, she made it a point to say that her and Tracy 
were very different. Consequently, as they grew older 
they began to bicker a lot more. 

When asked about the possibility of mental bonding 
between twins, Gilbert replied, "twins, especially identi
cal twins of the same sex, have a special bond with each 
other because of the years they spent growing up togeth
er." 

Gilbert graduated from La Marque High School in 
1987. During her senior year, she was the yearbook edi
tor and a reporter for the Pride, the school newspaper. 

COM Student Center. For more information contact 
Mary Ann Urick at (409) 948-2619 or (713) 280-3991, 
Ext. 418. 

InterCOM editor 
Upon graduation from COM with a degree in jour

nalism, Gilbert plans to attend either Texas A&M or the 
University of Houston at University Park. Gilbert be
lieves that U.H. would be a better choice for her chosen 
major, but her parents want her to attend Texas A&M 
University because they want her to get away from home 
so she can grow. 

Gilbert enjoys working as a student editor even 
though she hasn't had any papers printed under her tutel
age. However, she does feel that she has achieved some
thing in being appointed managing editor. She said, "it 
makes me feel like I haven't wasted any time by just tak
ing it for credit. The experience I have gained will help 
me a lot." 

Gilbert's ultimate goal is to become a broadcast 
journalist. However, before she reaches that pinnacle, 
she wants to work as a foreign correspondent. Naturally, 
Gilbert feels that to be a good foreign correspondent she 
needs to learn more about the world. Consequently, she 
plans to serve with the Peace Corps in Africa to learn 
about the world and herself. 

Police officer p~rsues career at COM 
By ST ACY GILBERT 
Managing Editor 

"I like to be taken seriously when doing my job," 
states Jeanette Swindle a new member of College of the 
Mainland's Campus Police Department. 

Swindle, who will mark her 10th year as a licensed 
Texas police officer in June, began working for COM at 
the end of the 1988 spring semester. But her first contact 
with COM came in 1977 when she took some classes 
after graduating high school. She also attended the 
COM police academy in 1986 as a refresher course to 
hone her skills, and was among the top five in her class. 

"Working at COM is more calm, more like me," she 
says. "It's nice to see a more human type of atmosphere." 
Swindle was chosen for the job from a group of eight 
people, five men and three women. 

"On the streets you have more traffic enforcement 
and criminal type of activities on a daily and sometimes 
hourly basis." Swindle explains. "At COM I find that I'm 
able to relate to the public more on a professional and 
personal level. Swindle said. " I see there's a chance of 
making persons you come in contact with here feel more 
trusting and confident in the law rather than the usual 
feeling of intimidation." 

The job at COM gives her more time to spt.1d trav
eling. "I haven't had enough time to travel as much as I'd 
like to because of my responsibilities of being a super
visor during much of the past year, but I would like to 
visit , some of the different islands such as Jamica, the 
Bahamas and Virgin Islands." 

As fo~ Swindles future plans she hopes to work in a 
detention center and help children. "I love juviniles and 
I hope to work with them somecfay." 

Jeanette Swindle, who joined COM's campus police 
force fall 1988, interrupts her rounds for a picture. 

(Photo by Jim liiggins) 
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Mardi Gras dancers celebrate· Comedy is a success 
Continued from Page 1---------

The cast is rounded out by Amy Warren as Holly, 
the young photographer tom between her feelings for 
Leo and Andre (Clint Spencer) the gallery manager who 
keeps her painfully dangling with the promise of a rela
tionship and a photography showing. Spencer is the only 
weak link in the play. His performance is wooden. 

Kathy Woods as MJ., the wife of Dr.Hamilton Ad
ams, and Don Streeter as Ham Adams play off each oth
er, bickering affectionately. They give life to their char
acters and make believable that the couple has 
successfully survived 40 years of marriage, nine children 
grown to adulthood and several infidelities. 

Adam Stallings as IO-year-old Winston is a rowdy 
lad who finds his match opposite the precocious Miran
da. 

Tracy Foster as Ariel, Winston's mother, conveys 
the wide range of emotions, from lightheartedness to 

·near hysteria, required of the character. Jackie Bynum as 
Faith, Miranda's adoptive mother, is radiant with the ex
pectation of giving birth for the first time. Charlie, Mi
randa's adoptive father is talked about but never seen. 

Mardi Gras revelers dance the night away to music by Magazine at the Mardi Gras dance jointly sponsored 

Executive Director Jack Westin, coordinator of 
Community Theatre Arts & Humanities, has done an ex
cellent job within the confines of this small theater's act
ing area. 

by COM and Galveston College Feb. 3 at the San Luis Hotel in Galveston. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Popular scuba diving course offered at COM 
By LEONARD STEINBACH 
Staff Reporter 

Scuba diving has been offered at College of the 
Mainland since 1982 . 

Divin_g_instructor Steve Dent, who did his graduate 
work at Texas A&M University, College Station, has 
been teaching scuba at COM since the course started. 

Dent says that he "backed into being a diving in
structor" by taking one diving course and then another at 
Texas A&M University at Galveston and before he knew 
it he was a certified instructor. When not teaching at 
COM Dent works at the D.E.E.P., a dive shop in Galves
ton. 

The scuba course can be taken as credit or non
credit for $10 and $60 respectively. Either way the stu
dent becomes certified upon successful completion of 
the course. All instruction is on campus except for the fi
nal exam, which is an open water dive, and is usually 
taken at the Blue Lagoon near Huntsville. Visibility in 
the lagoon averages about 30 to 40 feet. 

-· .... ·. ~uiij&iug:1iBlit eai1 
Cotttin~M ttonifage<t----

Dr. Henry Pope, dean of College ad~. 
Financial Se:ryi~• is in charge of adminisr.ering 
the new policy and approving the air fitters, 

''We're ;;wking fur COOpet'ation ft:om everyone 
as opposed W $!'.Jlmg peopte whatJo do;' Dr; 1!9pe 

~~ii:ii~-F 
Purchasing P~e:nt." · · ·.·· · 

::: ::;:;>=::.. 

COM 1ttiii~fr0aryie~;·and·G~g Oui()Jl, . 
both nonfsm-0k~fS, like the new pqiicy. Siys 
Jenkins, "I'd li~yeto say I'm in favor, because ~ter 
rea<ting tlu?,. Sµrg'~. General's comments 911 th~ 
effegts of~@.-~~!~inoke on.non-sm,9kers; J~ttow 
it'sjusi a$ ~(ulS 

~~~~~:1• breathe."' :::::::::J@/Wft- -:•:•····-· ··:~::::;;;:;;;:t\,:·····::•:·:•:-:, 
:r::f \j!itllI]lJJj?@r :-.-: --. 

The course is relatively inexpensive for what you 
get--48 hours of instruction over a six-week period. The 
student/instructor ratio is favorable. No more than 12 
students per instructor are allowed. If the class size ex
ceeds 12, another instructor is added. 

Marilyn Collings, assistant dive master, acts as the 
added instructor. She also assists in open water dives. A 
dive master is in total control of the dive and makes sure 
that the dive is performed in a safe manner. 

Dent says there are three points the student should 
ask himself when diving: are you comfortable; do you 
feel safe; and are you having fun? If you can say no to 
any of these questions, you should get out of the water or 
not go in if the conditions are not right. 

There is a $95 equipment-use fee which is all inclu-

sive--books, tanks, regulator and everything else except 
the fins, mask, snorkel and weight-belt. A wet suit can 
be rented should you find it necessary. 

The class meets Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7:15 
to 10:05 p.m. You will receive a temporary certification 
card until the permanent card arrives within two to three 
weeks which is issued-by Professional Association of 
Diving Instructors (PADI). 

If you're not sure you would like to enroll for the 
scuba course, you can take a free one-day trial course, 
Discover Scuba, with everything furnished. 

One C?f the reason scuba diving is a popular sport, 
Dent says is that scuba diving affords you the feeling of 
weightlessness and allows you to explore a world that is 
unlike the one in which you live and function. 

Spring '89 lnterCOM staffers pause for photo. Standing (from left) Reba Ham, reporter; Greg Guion, assistant 
to the editor; Gary A. Jenkins, assistant editor; Ron Bertothy, photography editor; Scott Yocham, assistant to 
the editor; Dawn Whalen, reporter; Wayne Gordon, reporter. Seated (from left) Paul Correa, reporter; Stacy 
Gilbert, managing editor; Darlene Burgner, typesetter/reporter; Sophelia Conley, reporter; Sandy Trotter, re
porter; Astrid H. Lowery, instructor. Not pictured Leonard Steinbach, reporter. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 
• •' I' ' •• 
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What's Happening 
Secretaries briefing 
"Second Annual Secretaries Briefing," a National 

Video Teleconference, Working Together as a Team: 
The Boss/Secretary Relationship will screen in the Col
lege of the Mainland Learning Resource Center Auditor-

ium, April 26, from noon to 5 p.m. to aid professional 
development . 

Old members sought 
The Phi Theta Kappa Alumni Association of Col

lege of the Mainland is trying to locate all past members 

Student Activity Calendar 
BY DARLENE BURGNER 

Musicians and other performers will perform outside during College. Hour Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. In inclement weather performances will be 
held in the Student Center. For more information, contact Mary~nn Urick at (409) 
938-1211, Ext. 418. 

College Hour Specials, Events and Sports 
ActivitI, 

Wednesday, Feb. 22 .................................................... G.C.I.C. is holding a bowling sports day. Advance 
sign up in the P.E. Building. Free. 

Thursday, Feb. 23 ....................................................... The Black Student Union presents "The Vanishing 
Black Family" with Dr. Shirley Marks-Brown, 12:30 
to 1:30 in the Learning Resource Center. 

Friday, Feb. 24 ....................................•..................... The Black Student Union presents a co'mmunity 
reception with Dr. Vanneise Collins, assistant to the 
president, 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. in the Student Center. 

Monday, Feb. 27 ........................................................ A table tennis tournament will be held in the Gym at 
3 p.m. 

Tuesday, Feb. 28 ........................................................ The Black Student Union presents "Eye on the Prize" 
Part 5, 12:30 to 1:30 in the Learning Resource 
Center. 

Wednesday, March 1.. .................................................. A free scuba workshop will be held in the P.E. 
Building at 7 p.m. Sign up in advance. 

·•} 

Tuesday, March 7 ....................................................... Faculty appreciation lunch at 12:30 in the Student 
. Center., 

Wednesday, March 8 .................................................... Racquetball tournament held in the P. E. Building at 
3 p.m. Sign up in advance. 

Friday, March 10 ........................................................ A slide show "Southeast Texas Naturalists Paradise" 
with speaker John Tveten, 9:50 to 11 a.m. in Room 
L-131. 

Friday, March 10 
Saturday, March 11.. .......... : ........................................ Free movie "Cocktail" at 7 p.m. both nights in 

Tuesday, March 14 .......................................................... Softball game held at the field at 12:30 p.m. __ I 
Cosmetology students prepare for future .jobs 
Continued from PagP I ----------
through Friday. Each class has a 24-students capacity. 
Night courses will be offered from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
when they are implemented. Constance Hodges and her 
assistant Pamela Hayes are the cosmetology instructors. 

On Feb. 21 according to Hodges, the students will 
begin accepting customers Tuesday through Thursday 
from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Prices for the services have 
not been determined yet but will be at a reduced rate to 
attract customers. Services offered by the students in
clude haircuts, styling, perms, haircoloring, ear piercing, 
manicures, facials and more. 

After 1,500 contact hours and completing a year of 

academic courses students are eligible for an associate of 
applied science degree from COM. A student has to 
complete 1,500 contact hours to take the state board 
exam to become a liscened cosmetologist. The cosmetol
ogy department uses a computer to keep an accurate ac
count of students contact hours. 

Freshmen may enroll in the cosmetology classes 
during either the fall or spring semesters. To enroll in a 
summer course students must have previously completed 
one semester of the program at COM. 

Staff reporter Sandy Trotter helped compile the informa
tion in this article 

of PTK. If you are a past member or know of anyone 
who is a past member please get in touch with one of the 
following people: 1) Monte Harris, president -- (409) 
948-0695; 2) Beth Cochran, vice-president--' (409) 744-
3273; 3) Betty Scheffer, membership committee -- (713) 
554-2850. 

Poetry contest slated 
The American Poetry Association is sponsoring a 

new poetry contest with $11,000 in prizes. The contest 
is_open to the public and entry is free. 152 poets will 
wm awards and national publication. The grand prize is 
$1,000 and the first place prize is $500. 

Poets may enter up to six poems, each no more than 
20 lines with their name and address on each page. Mail 
the poems to the American Poetry Association, Dept. 
CT-22, 250 A Potrero Street, P.O. Box 1803, Santa 
Cruz, CA 95061-1803. The contest entry deadline is 
June 30. 

SER gives math help 
Help in math for Student Employment Redevelop

ment (SER) is now available. There will be a one to 
one and group help to assist SER students. The hours are 
~rom 9 a.m. to noon on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
mRoom 217 of the Student Center. If the time is not 
convenient for you please write your name, phone num
ber and a time when you can attend on a card and place 
the card in the box in the SER office. Someone will get 
back to you as soon as possible. 

ECOM hours set 
The goals of the College of the Mainland Environ

mental Committee (ECOM) are: to bring environmental 
issues of global concern into local perspective, dissemi
nating information to the public about community right
to-know laws; and to clean up local superfund sites. The 
group hopes to involve people in policy making deci
sions which protect public lands and waters from dam
age. Consumer information is a key ingredient. Every
one is welcome to join the workshops tours and 
recycling projects. Contact Bebe Lising for more infor
mation at (409) 948-4403 . 

Letter.from the President 

COM student dies 
Dear students, facnlty and staff, . 

It has been brought to my attention that one of 
our students, Bennie)-Iunter, had the unfortunate 
e-xperiepce of her house burning last Sartu(la,y night 
(Feb. ll). ~. Flunter was seve~lyburned, but bet 
four children VJere unharmed and are living with 

.·.· their grandfftther ·while she is in the hospitat 
·• Qbviously, · their personal belongings were 

destroyed in the fire. · 
A fund bas ~n established at the-First State 

Bank of Hitchcock to receive COlltributions to assist 
t.l)e family• tln-ough this crisis. A contribution. can 

· be made by making a check payable to the Michael 
.,.Hunter .Fire Fund and,sending it to the First State 
Bank of Hitchcock~ P.O. 'Box 104, Hitchcock, 

... Te:xas .17563; 

Thank you, 
Larry Stanley, 
President, College of the ,lv.l~Jand 

Editor's note: Since receiving Prisident Sta~ley's 
letter, Inte,COMhas learned.that Ms. Hunter died 
We4,iesday, Feb. 15, and was buried Saturday, Feb. 
18 • .. 
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COM reception 
welcoines Collins 
By DAWN WHALEN 
Staff Reporter 

A reception to introduce Vanneise Collins, the new 
assistant to the president for Equal EducaLional Opportu
nity at College of the Mainland, was held in the Student 
Center Feb.24. 

President Larry Stanley said the purpose of the re
ception was to introduce Collins to the community and 
to let potential students know what resources are availa
ble to them at COM. 

In welcoming remarks to the audience, George 
Beatty, dean of Institutional Development said, "We 
want you to help us improve our community college." 
He indicated that many people are misinformed about 
who is eligible to attend college and that financial assis
tance is available to those who need it. This is Lhe goal 
that Collins wants to fulfill at COM. 

Pr9facing a short address by Collins, President Stan
ley said that alLhough her program is directed primarily 
at minorities, Collins believes that il encompasses all 

See Reception Page 7 COM President Larry Stanley confers with Vanneise Collins, assistant to the president for 

Students thankful Equal Educational Opportunity. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Faculty enjoys appreciation lunch 
By PAUL A. CORREIA 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland faculty were honored with 
an appreciation luncheon March 7 in the Student Center 
during College Hour. The affair was sponsored by the 
Student Activities Board, and chaired by SAB Secretary 
James Dodson. 

The reason for the luncheon, according to Dodson, 
was to show the faculty how much the student body ap
preciates their work and dedication. Dodson added, 

"What better way is there than through their stomachs." 
While dining, the faculty was entertained by soloist 

Norma W egeleben, accompanied on the piano by Dena 
Faust. Both students are majoring in music at COM. 
Their opening selection "The Greatest Love of All," 
seemed to fit the occasion. 

The menu included salad, lasagne, spaghetti and 
meatballs, garlic bread, lemon tea and peach cobbler for 
dessert, prepared by Rolando Gonzalez, a chef in the 
Student Center cafeteria. The faculty was served lunch 
at linen-covered tables adorned with red and white car-

See Lunch Page 8 

Student Activities Board honored COM faculty with an appreciation luncheon March 7. 
· (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Mac SE pilfered 
from computer lab 
By WAYNE GORDON 
Staff Reporter 

An Apple Macintosh computer system was · 
stolen from the Multidisciplinary Computer Labor
atory at College of the Mainland sometime · be
tween Tuesday, March 7 and Wednesday, March 
8. 

The stolen hardware includes a Macintosh SE 
with two internal floppy disk drives, a keyboard 
and a mouse. Director of Library Services Larry 
Slaney estimates the value of the stolen equipment 
at $2,000. 

The computer was stolen sometime between 8 
p.m. March 7, when the MCL was closed for the 
night by student assistant Deborah Landreneau, 
and 8 a.m. March 8 when the MCL was opened by 
lab Supervisor Sarah Garrett. 

According io Robert Meyer, dir~ctor of Po
lice, Security and Safety, "The door to the MCL 
showed no signs of forced entry." He added, 
"There is always the possibility that someone en
tered wilh a key." 

However, says Meyer, a door connecting the 
MCL (Room 320) and Room 321 may have been 
taped to prevent its locking properly, although 
"this is not conclusive by any means." 

Because the exterior door to Room 321 was 
locked, Meyer thinks someone could have secreted 
themselves in either of the rooms to enter without 
a key. 

The missing Macintosh is not the first com
puter stolen at COM. A Macintosh II computer 

See Macintosh Page 5 
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Campus News/Editorials 
Late bloomer finds 
colleg, re":i!~ding 

1960s report maligns blacks 

Darlene Burgner 

·. I . Thi~ is niy ~ond semest? at Cpllege ~f ~e 
Mainland so l'tn a telative newcomer to the (;()l
iege scene. Sut already I've~ an unexpested 
reward for going back to school. 

•···• .. Suprisingly~ough. oolle~y. ,is teacbing me to think fur myscl,f:❖¼' rusty. seI49m-used brain ,is 
slowly befog pµed opem New .ideas invade daily 
alo~g with fresh interpretations of some old ideas. 

One mightwonder how a34-year-old woman 
h~ stumbled throu~h life soJa,r ~thout thinking. 
It's simple. you.Jet others dri foitt thinlcing.Jor 
you.Every morning my horoscope told me what to 
do. the weekly fashion page told me what to wear 
and Cosmopolitan told me how to snare a man. 

Looking ba,ck. ru admit •it .hasn't been easy. 
For the last 20 years happiness meant looking like 
Christie Brinkley and having a house out of Better 
Homes and Gardens. To have a IH)st of friends I 
had to be as selfless as Mother Teresa, and how 
~ould I miss when the latest p>p-psychology book 
~s. steering me towatd mental health, 

Thank God Tm starting to see the lighL I real
·ize now the odds are I'll never look like Christie ·· 
Brinkley, But .ilt this point I .. don't much giye a 
4amn. ·•··· ·•···. ··· 

· ·•·• My hum,blb abode is a far cry from the cover 
of Better Hornes and. Gardens but I've almost-got it 
fixed up just ~ way I want itand my son se~s 
to think it's OK ... 

.. One of ~y .more imJ)()rtant breakthroughs has 
bten in the area of relationships. I used to think 
that to~ liked.I had to be "everything to every
body." I was the one sitting up. ill:! 2 a.m. lending a 
s.ympathe~e eat JO :{friend wiili chronic boyfriend 
problems. Wh.en friend:s compl~ned, I commi~er
ated. If the weather had ev~ryone (jown~ .I got 
down too. 

I'm not sure when it happened but one day 
something clicked. I suddenly realized I didn't 
))ave to be doing all this. I happen to like gray, 

· :ta,inydays. It's perfectly OK.with me if othefs get 
a splitting headache over them.. · 

Yes. college ha$ its unexpected rewards and 
rm.breathing :fy~r air th~e da~. because of one of 
them. ··· · · ·> 

Letter to the Editor 

By SOPHELIA M. CONLEY 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's Black Student Union con
cluded its Black History Month seminars with a lecture 
by l.Jr. Shirley Marks-Bro~n. She spoke on The Vanish
ing Black Family Feb. 23 in the LRC Auditorium. 

Dr. Marks-Brown is a graduate of Harvard Medical 
School in Cambridge, Mass. She served her residency at 
McLean Hospital, Belmont, Mass., and is currently a 
clinical assistant professor of psychiatry at Baylor Col
lege of Medicine in the Houston Medical Center. 

Monahand report 

"Let me share with you some of the myths associat- . 
ed with the black family," said Dr. Marks-Brown refer: . 
ring to the Monahand Report, a government report writ
ten by the U.S. Department of Labor in 1966. 

"Monahand assumed that the matriarchal black fam
ily (families headed by women) was dysfunctional and 
unorganized, because it was so out of line with Ameri
can society," Dr. Marks-Brown said. At that time the 
norm was the more traditional two-parent family, which 
was considered to be the white norm. "Anything not 
consistent with that structure was considered pathologi
cal (disordered in behavior)," Dr. Marks-Brown ex
plained. 

"We (psychiatrists) now know that's changing," 
stressed Dr. Marks-Brown a member of the staff at 
Spring Shadows Glen (a drug-rehabilitation clinic) an-i a 
medical consultant for Channel 13's Good Morning 
Houston. 

Dr. Marks-Brown attributed this change to the in
creasing divorce rate in this country. "Today psychia
trists don't view the black single-parent household as 
pathological." 

Black family myths 

Pointing out another black family myth, Dr. Marks
Brown referred back to the Monahand Report: "Mona
hand also stated that the black family's deterioration con
stitutes the fundamental weakness of the Negro commu
nity. This pathology :s capable of sustaining itself 
without assistance from the white world." 

Dr. Marks-Brown, breaking the report into smaller 
parts, explained that Monahand believed that "the black 
family is pathological and will continue to be so whether 
white America involves itself or not." 

Describing another misconception about the black 
family, Dr. Marks-Brown read from the Mon,i}land Re
port, "the army is in some way a means of rescue for the 
black male." She explained that, "Monahand strongly 
believed that the 'black male needed to go into the mili
tary in order to be rescued from the black female." 

Dr. Marks-Brown described the Monahand Report 
as a somewhat "perverted form of thinking." She said, 
"This report reflected the government's opinion of the 
black family during the 1960s." 

Dr. Marks-Brown acknowledged that there are some 
realities about the black family which are "factual and 

SAB thanks InterCOflef for coverage 
Dear Editor, 

The Student Activities Board would like to 
take this opportunity to thank you for your in
volvement in our activities. As you know our goal 
is to plan, develop, and conduct educational, so
cial, cultural, and recreational programs for the 
college community. It is with your valued help 
that we can attain these goals. 

Again let us express our appreciation, espe
cially for the coverage on the Faculty Apprecia-
tion Lunch. · 
William L. Flowers, 
President 

Craig Leach , 
Vice President 

Zackery D.Matthews, 
Treasurer 
James Dodson , 
Secretary 

deplorable." She added, "There is no question that we 
have a crisis in the black family in the '80s." 

Some of the more obvious problems of black fami
lies involve poverty, power struggles between black men 

and black women, the question of whether a two-parent 
household is better than a one-parent household (psychi
atrists disagree), teen pregnancy, unemployment, illitera
cy and drugs. "The percentages df -these problems are 
high in the black community," Dr. Marks-Brown stated. 

However, "these problems are not exclusive to the 
black family," Dr. Marks-Brown pointed out. Psychia
trists are now studying the American family structure as 
a whole, instead of comparing non-white families to 
white families. 

"Previously the matriarchal family was considered 
to be a female-headed household," Dr. Marks-Brown 
stated: Recent studies show that a family can be matriar
chal and have two parents. "This means that the female 
is the dominant figure." 

Another study shows that some American families 
are patriarchal. Dr. Marks-Brown defines this family as 

. one in which the male is dominant. 
"An equalitarian family is one in which the power is 

shared." Dr. Marks-Brown believes this is the "ideal 
family." 

In order to achieve a strong family, Dr. Marks
Brown listed factors that will enhance family life for all 
Americans: strong economic foundation, a sense of re
ligion, achievement orientation and kinship bonds. 

Family needs 
Dr. Marks-Brown believes that a family needs to 

have enough money to hold it together. 
"Individuals must have a sense of a higher power. 

This sense of religion works well in bonding a family to
gether," stressed Dr. Marks-Brown. 

Achievement orientation is another method of 
strengthening families. Dr. Marks-Brown emphasized 
the importance of families encouraging their members to 
strive for a good education. 

"Kinship bonds are also very important in terms of 
building the strength of a family," Dr. Marks-Brown 
added. In the past families traditionally shared Sunday 
meals. "Family gathering are so important." 

Dr. Marks-Brown concluded to a well-integrated au
dience, "Families learning to resolve conflict and display 

. a sense of pride will.help to solve the c~sis." 
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Board awards Walker. 
Roofing Co. contract 
By GARY A. JENKINS 
Assistant Editor 

· College of the Mainland Board of Trustees met 
March 2 to discuss locating a new small business center 
at COM and the awarding of the LRC roofing contract. 

Malcolm Hunter, director of the Galveston Small 
Business Development Center operated by Galveston 
College proposed that COM be the site for a new small 
business center. He pointed out that a center on the 
mainland would be advantageous for both COM and 
area businesses. The purpose of the center is to counsel 
small businessmen on how to start a small business and 
remain solvent. 

Galveston College vice-president, Dr. C. B. Rath
burn stated,"The center not only assists small businesses 
but helps them continue to grow." 

The Board unanimously approved the joint venture. 
In business held over from the February meeting, 

Walker Roofing was awarded the contract to re-roof the 
Learning Resources Center. Walker having placed the 
third lowest bid was chosen over Houston-based Omega 
Hi-Tech and locally owned Wallace Roofing. 

At the prior meeting, Omega Hi-Tech and Wallace 
Roofing were the only two bidders being considered. 
However, the Board expressed its dissatisfaction with 
the roof laid on the Fine Arts Building by Wallace Roof
ing. Omega Hi-Tech also was taken out of consideration 
for not being locally based. 

Richard A. Chapa, president of Omega Hi-Tech and 
E. B. Wallace, owner of Wallace Roofing were both an
gered by the decision. Chapa stated,"lf you wanted to 
hire local, you should have done that in the first place. 
We're going to petition this." 

Wallace, who had defended his reputation at the last 
meeting did so again. "I am a taxpayer and I don't want to 
get swept under the doormat. I think your decision is un
fair." 

In other matters COM President Larry Stanley pre-
sented the idea of establishing a President's Endowment 
Fund to be used to revitalize a lecture circuit on campus. 
The president had previously received $5,000 from Wal
ter Hall, president of Citizens State Bank. Past speakers 
at such events have been notables such as Dan Rather 
and David Brinkley. 

Speaking of new goals set for COM, President Stan
ley stated that by fall 1991 all teaching faculty will have 
to have master's degrees and a minimum of 18 hours in 
their discipline. He also stressed that all students seeking 
degrees need to be aware of changes planned for various 
degree programs. For instance, all one-year degree pro
grams will require 15 hours of general education. 

Letter to the Editor 
Correcting an error 
Dear Editor, 

College of the Mainland has reason to be proud of 
the new Cosmetology Program. The heart and soul of 
any program re~ides in the instructors. The cosmetology 
program is fortunate to have two equally exceptional in
structors. Ms. Pamela Mayes and Ms. Constance Hodges 
equally share teaching responsibilities for the program. 
Your article in the February 1989, issue of thelnterCOM 
incorrectly indicated that one of these fine instructors is 
an assistant to the other. 

I appreciated the attention our cosmetology program 
received by the article, but I encourage you to strive for 
accuracy in your reporting. 

Cordially, 
Bill Peace 

Chairman, Division of Mathematics, Health and 
Natural Science 

Editor's note: InterCOM apologizes for the error stating 
that Pamela Mayes is Constance Hodges' assistant in the 
new cometology department. Both instructors are equal 
in their responsibilities. We strive for accuracy and re
gret the unfortunate error. 
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Financial funding_ 

Change proposed in student aid 
By WAYNE GORDON 
Staff Reporter 

Legislation outlined on Jan. 25 by Sen. Sam Nunn, 
D-Ga., and Rep. Dave McCurdy, D-Okla., would make 
it mandatory for most students to either perform commu
nity service or serve in the armed forces in order to re
ceive federal aid for college or vocational education ac
cording to the Jan. 28 issue of Congressional Quarterly. 

The bill, Citizenship and National Service Act of 
1989, would require individuals to work for one or two 
years in their community in exchange for a $100 weekly 
salary plus federal health insurance. Participants would 
'then receive $ 10,000 for each year of service completed 
provided they use the funds to attend college or voca
tional school or as a down payment on a home. 

Another option under the plan would allow individ
uals to serve in the armed forces for two years at two
thirds regular pay or make a reserve commitment of six 
years in exchange for$ 24,000 in federal aid. 

Although the bill is expected to meet stiff resistance 
in Congress from college and university groups, CQ re
ports, Nunn and Mccurdy claim that leaders in both 
chambers have pledged to give the legislation high prior
ity. 

In a guest editorial in the Feb 20 Houston Chronicle, 
Nunn touted the proposal as "a new GI Bill expanded to 
include civilian as well as military service." The plan, 
according to Nunn, would "tackle two urgent problems 
facing our country: the 'social deficit' of unmet human 
needs that has accumulated over the past decade, and the 
'economic squeeze' on low- and middle-income fami
lies." He added that the bill also would enable those 
who do not attend college "to enhance their life pros
pects by earning vouchers to pay for jc 1:.> training or to 
buy a home." 

Groups who oppose the proposed Citizenship and . 
National Service Act of 1989 cite a variety of reasons. 
Despite being supportive of the legislation, a Houston 
Post editorial on Feb. 20 pointed out that "critics say the 
bill would perpetuate an underclass paid subsistence 
wages to do society's ditch-digging and bedpan- empty
ing." 

The Post relates that officials in the Pentagon fear 
that the armed services option in the plan would harm re
cruitment efforts for the all-volunteer military. 

Furthermore, educators are alarmed by the fact that 
the estimated $5 billion annual program would be fund
ed by diverting money from already existing federal stu-
dent grant and loan programs. · 

Curr~ntly the federal government provides student 
financial aid through the Stafford Student Loan Program 

and Pell Grants. 
The proportion of aid given through the Stafford 

and Pell programs has changed dramatically over the 
past decade. The March 19, 1988 issue of CQ reports 
that witnesses at the March 15, 1988 Senate Finance 
Committee hearing testified that 10 years ago grants 
comprised an average of 75 percent of student aid pack
ages and loans 25 percent. 

Today, however, the numbers are reversed. 
Coupled "'.ith the fact that grant size has not kept pace 
with inflation, the change has forced an increasing num
ber of students to take out both larger and longer-term 
federal loans to finance their educations. 

The resulting increase in student indebtedness (up 
60 percent since 1980) alarms many legislators, especial
ly Claiborne Pell, D-R.I., chairman of the Senate Labor 
and Human Resources Subcommittee on Education. 

In the March 19 CQ Pell laments that "we are creat
ing an indentured class of young people saddled with 
enormous debts as they start out on professional ca
reers." 

In addition to indebting students, the reliance on 
loans has also increased the number of loan defaults ac
cording to the May 21, 1988 CQ. 

The poorest students, who had previously financed 
their schooling primarily through grants, must now take 
out loans which they are ill-equipped to pay upon gradu
ation. Defaults on federally-guaranteed student loans 
will cost the government $ 1.6 billion .in fiscal 1989, the 
,third largest item in the Education Department's budget 

If enacted, the Citizenship and National Service Act 
would help to alleviate the default problem. Rather than 
making loans.to students, the government would provide 
vouchers to those who completed service in qie program. 
The aid recipients could graduate financially unbur

dened and the government would be prov1ded with valu
able community service. 

President Bush has not commented on the Citizen
ship and National Service Act even though its intent mir
rors that of his own proposed community service pro
gram, Youth Engaged in Service or YES. 

While campaigning to be the "education president," 
Bush called for full funding of Pell Grants and Guaran
teed Student Loans, according to the Dec. 10, 1988 CQ. 
The previous administration repeatedly tried to slash Pell 
Grant funding and enforce stricter qualification stan
dards for all types of student aid. Although he did not 
address the default problem, Bush did endorse a pilot 
program whi~h allows borrowers to tailor their post
school loan payments to the money they earn upon grad-
uation. · 
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Donor turnout low at two-day COM blood drive 
By GREG GUION 
Assistant to the Editors 

The Houston Blood Center in cooperation with 
College of the Mainland turned the COM Student Center 
into a bloodbank Feb. 21 and 22. The blood drive drew 
117 donors with 16 deferrals. Deferrals refer to those 
who volunteer to give blood but are turned away because 
they are either sick or on medication. The first day 71 
volunteered with 11 deferrals and the second day there 
were 46 donors with six deferrals. 

Students, faculty and staff were asked by the Blood 
Center and the Student Activities Board to give a pint of 
blood on a voluntary basis. 

Donating blood is a relatively painless process 
which takes only 20 minutes. 

After giving blood donors received cookies and 
orange juice provided by the Blood Center to replenish 
their blood sugar levels. SAB members handed out 
!-shirts to donors to show their appreciation. 

The blood drive at COM originated in 1979 with a 
one-day drive that collected 28 pints. The drive was 
held each fall and spring semester until 1982 when the 
drives were discontinued. 

The one-day drives were resumed spring 1984 and 
in spring 1987 were extended to two days. 

Last semester the drive netted 160 pints. The record 
high collection was in fall 1987 with 162 pints donated. 
M~ann Urick, coordinator of Recreational Programs, 
attributes this semester's low turnout to widespread flu 
and other ilnesses. 

A new feature at this semester's blood drive was a 
test for high cholesterol. The card which donors 
received in the mail from the Blood Center had their 

cholesterol level printed on it. 
For those who missed the chance to give, the 

Houston Blood Center will return to COM in the fall. 

Blood also may be donated at Mainland Center-Hospital, 
the Houston Blood Center's outlet in the Texas City area. 
The hospital is at FM 1765 and Texas 3. 

COM st~dents Lisa Colbertson and Angie Peterson give blood in the Student Center during COM 
blood dnve. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

W oITien learn to be ITiore assertive 
.;: .. 

S.ur.:cender doesn't 

,:':~~~fC!i~ By DARLENE BURGNER 
Staff Reporter 

Why is being assertive such a problem for women? 
This issue was discussed at the latest College of the 
Mainland Brown Bag Seminar held March 10. 

The seminar, titled "Saying No," looked at some of 
the reasons why women find it difficult to assert them
selves and also offered tips on becoming more assertive. 

Janice Heckman, a family therapist for the Family 
Service Center of Galveston County, pointed out that our 
social mores have taught women to be submissive, coy 
and devious in expressing their feelings. "In our society, 
saying no isn't compatible with being feminine," she ex
plained. 

"What stops a lot of women from being assertive are 
their irrational beliefs," Heckman said. "We have these 
beliefs because we were taught not to rock the boat." Not 
being liked, a fear of angering others and being labeled a 
bitch are some of the beliefs Heckman says need to be 
overcome. 

"We need to realize that if people get angry because 
we say no then it's their problem," Heckman stated. "We 
don't have to rationalize our decision when we say no to 

a legitimate request. We have that right." 
Heckman was quick to point out the difference be

tween assertive behavior and aggressive behavior. Ac
cording to Heckman aggressive behavior is characterized 
as being defensive, hostile and self-defeating. It means 
expressing your feelings, needs and ideas at the expense 

of others. On the other hand assertive behavior is stand
ing µp for your legitimate rights in ways that don't vio
late the rights of others. 

To become more assertive Heckman suggests imag
ine yourself: being assertive, taking some quiet time to 
find out what you really want, and being responsible for 
your own choices. 

"Avoid negative self labels and risk being vulnera
b!e," :;i,e added. 

According to The New Assertive Woman by Lynn 
Bloom, Karen Coburn and Joan Pearlman, which Heck
man used in her lecture, "Women are afraid to come out 
and say what ,they want, but because our needs remain 
despite their suppression we may resort to various indi
rect and manipulative ways to obtain them." 

"Games such as 'The Sufferer' and the 'The 'Seduc
tress' are very costly and ultimately self-defeating," ac• 
cording to The New Assertive Woman .. The Sufferer, is 
the person who tries to evoke enough sympathy for her 
plight so that someone will rescue her without her hav
ing to ask for help directly. The Seductress has the "poor 
little me needs big, strong, handsome you" attitude. As
sertive behavior can make games unnecessary, the book 
asserts. It can provide the environment for clear under
standing and the opportunity for direct, honest expms
sipn. 

"Once women learn to be assertive they have a sk:11 
J\lat will give them more choices, more independence 
and more control over their own lives," the book con
cludes. 

Organization offers Birth Pare·nt Support Group 
DePelchin Children's Center will offer a Birth 

Parent $upport Group beginning April 5, 1989 at 
7:30 p.m. in the United Way Service Center on 

Egret Bay Blvd. Those who have had a child 
adopted are invited to participate. Call 333-9700 
for information. 

.•····=~=~!P~,, i:?JtG$~1·•·••·•··•·· 

· minu~ •fdie film. But he's a hopele~s.tt>fµatitic 
and when he meets Daisy (Sally Field} at a party 
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Graphic Arts, InterCOM cooperate 
BfDARLENE BURGNER 
Staff Reporter 

The Graphic Arts Department plays an integral part 
in the production of the student newspaper, InterCOM 
and Sandra Devall, College of the Mainland's graphic 
arts instructor has done much to help the journalism de
partment. 

Journalism students use Devall's facilities and 
equipment in the Technical Vocational Building to lay 
out and paste up the paper. One of her students is recruit
ed each semester to do the typesetting. 

"It's been a tremendous advantage for my students 
who don't feel writing-oriented to rub elbows with jour
nalism students," Devall says. "I think the interaction 
among the students is im~rtant" 

A lab class can be very sterile unless you are doing 
real jobs, Devall says. She believes in combining the 
best of both worlds in her teaching environment: a time 
to study and read th<:: books as well as actual production 
of the kinds of jobs students will encounter in the work
ing world. 

Devall has always had ari interest in writing. She 
loves poetry and has had a book of poems published 

titled Kassandra. She also has done some technical writ
ing for Multigraphics, a printing press manufacturer. 

The bubbly and outgoing teacher gets excited when 
talking about the new advances in the graphic arts field. 
"I've ordered an 11 inch by 17 inch laser printer that will 
let the newspaper staff lay out the whole paper on the 
computer. And we have four new computers with plans 
to add eight more." 

But all these new advances are not without their 
problems. Devall is having to find space in an already 
crowded room to put all the equipment 

When asked where she is going to find the addition
al space she said, "Hopefully we'll be able to aquire 
some additional space just for the computers and print
ers. It's been a problem to have all this equipment in the 
same room where I hold lectures." 

Astrid H. Lowery, the journalism instructor, and 
Devall have worked closely together for the 2 1/2 years 
Lowery has been at COM to establish a well produced 
student newspaper. 

"I really saw Astrid was going to make it work and 
we all kind of gi:ew together," says Devall. "What with 
the new technology in the graphic arts field, the timing 
was perfect." 

Student overcome by spring fever 
By ST ACY GILBERT 
Managing Editor 

Every year at the beginning of March something 
strange happens to me. On sunny mornings I wake up 
feeling ill. Everything aches but nothing really hurts and 
all I want to do is stay in bed until noon. What's wrong 
with me? The answer is simple, spring fever. 

· What exactly is spring fever? I've been told I've had 
it before but I haven't broken out in a sweat yet. So, what 
is this debilitating disease? Webster defines it as: The 
feelings of languor, rejuvenation, or yearning that may 
affect people at the advent of spring. That's wllat I've got 
all right-spring fever. Now, how do you fight it? 

Do you go to the doctor for a shot or to the 
pharmacy for medicine? Neither seems to work. There 
seems to be no treatment for this diseas~ except to 
lounge around in the spring weather. 

With the first hint of spring it gets harder and harder 
for me to get out of bed every morning and go to school. 

To regain my momentum I decided to use the best 
treatment possible. I skipp~d class to go to the beach. 
Walking along the surf I discovered the fever is at 
epidemic levels - I passed 12 classmates and one of my 
instructors. 

Spring fever does not discriminate, it will strike any 
one at any time. The only precaution one can take is to 
always be prepared. Have a beach towel, suntan lotion 
and a good excuse ready at all times. 
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Macintosh SE stolen 
Continued from Page 1----'--------

and hard disk last fall stolen from the graphic 
arts room. 

The investigation into last fall's theft is still open 
according to Meyer, who does not wish to speculate on 
whether or not the two are connected. 

Meyer says that "Macintosh computers are particu
larly vulnerable because they are so easily carried. You 
can pick them up and walk off with them just like they 
were a television set." 

COM has been considering improved safety meas
ures to guard against Jheft of computers on campus, but 
the cost would be high. "We have to resist the tempta
tion to gut react," says Meyer. 

"You're not just looking at spending money for 
hardware," he warns, "You're also looking at the cost of 
administration, which is generally higher than the cost of 
the hardware. Hardware's cheap. You're looking at 
monumental unpredicted costs." 

The stolen equipment is covered by insurance and 
will be replaced accordiqg to Dr. Henry Pope, dean of 
College and Financial Services. 

Meanwhile, an empty desk sits in the MCL where 
students had previously used the computer to write pa
pers and do homework. 

"They didn't just steal from the lab," laments Super
visor Uarrett, "they stole trom everybody." 

Nursing students 
attend career fair 
By STACY GILBERT 
Managing Editor 

In an effort to secure jobs for nursing students, the -
College of the Mainland Nursing Department sponsored 
its first career fair Feb. 28. 

Representatives from area hospi.tals set up displays 
on tables in the hallway by the nursing department in the 
Technical-Vocational Building, The fair was held to give 

' students a chance to talk to representatives about 
different career opportunities and salaries. Both nursing 
students and nursing school candidates attended the fair. 

Representatives from Ben Taub, Hermann and St. 
Luke's hospitals were among the 18 Houston-area 
hospitals at the fair. One representative came from as 
far away as Scott and White Hospital in Temple. The 
University of Texas School of Nursing at Galveston and 
the University of Texas Health Science Center School of 
Nursing at Houston also sent representatives. 

Connie O'Kane, sponsor for the COM chapter of the 
Texas Nursing Students Association, said that two 
nursing students turned in job applications as a result of 
the fair. 

The fair also was held because there is a nursing 
shortage and this gave hospitals a chance to recruit. The 
representatives handed out pamphlets, cups, pens, 
raincoats and one raffled a teddy bear. 

O'Kane said the fair went ;eally well and that the 
students seemed to think it was beneficial and 
worthwhile. 

Approximately 40 freshmen and 23 graduating 
students are enrolled in the nursing program. Already the 
nursing department has received 100 applications for 
next year. 

Once the two year COM nursing program is 
sucessufully completed students can take the Texas State 
Nursing Board exams to become registered nurses. 

O'Kane said the department plans to hold the event 
next year and hopes the response continues to be 
successful. 
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Student life, activities a high priority for Bass 
By SOPHELIA M. CONLEY 
Staff Reporter 

The quality of student life and student activities at 
College of the Mainland is a priority for Dr. Donald G. 
Bass, dean of Instruction and Student Development. 

Ensuring that students are exposed to an excellent_ 
learning institution, Dr. Bass' responsibilities include 
overseeing the Continuing EducatiOft program, Academ
ic Support Group Services of counseling, maintaining 
the efficiency of the library and enhancing the Admis
sions Department. 

Dr. Bass, who earned his doctorate in education in 
1975 from Nova University in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., ad
mits that these duties often cause him to become too re
moved from students. "I have to be careful to take the 
time to 'pay attention to what's going on with the stu
dents." 

Dr. Bass, a former teacher at South Texas College, 
now known as University of Houston Downtown cam
pus, began his career at College of the Mainland in 1967 
by teaching English and speech. 

It wasn't long before Dr. Bass became more than a 
teacher. "I've had a lot of different jobs here," Dr. Bass 
said. "I've been chairman of humanities, facilities staff 
development officer and institutional director." 

When the position of dean of students became avail
able, "I felt that I could make a contribution," Dr. Bass 
said as he explained why he wanted to be dean. 

Dr. Bass wants students to know that his doors are 
open to them, "I will sit and talk to students about the 
problems they may have. If they have a complaint about 
teachers, I'll see them willingly. 

"Anytime students feel that they have been treated 
unfairly, I want to know about it and confront it. That's 
part of my job," Dr. Bass added 

Student involvement has improved tremendously 
since the college was founded in 1967. Dr. Bass, who 
has been with the college for 22 years, feels that "we 
have better student life and student activity now then we 
did in the past." 

''I'm very interested in the co-operative education 
program we have." Dr. Bass explained that 400 to 500 
students a year work 20 hours· a week and get credit in 
business or industrial education courses. "In some cases 
these programs enable students to get their first jobs." 

Dr. Bass, who was born in southern Illinois, ac
knowledges that "the price of books is too high," but he 
points out that tuition is low. He stressed, "The word is 
out. Don't transfer to a college or university until 
you've-taken all you can take at College of the Mainland, 
because it's cheaper." 

As COM prepares for the 1990s Dr. Bass believes 
that, "Our college is going to work more effectively in 
the community." One example will be seen in the con
solidated summer school program for public schools, 
slated for this summer. 

Dr. Bass explained that 500 to 600 students from 
Dickinson and Hitchcock high schools will benefit from 
COM's facilities. "That's quite an opportunity," Dr. Bass 

exclaimed. 
Discussing the most rewarding element of his job, 

Dr. Bass who served in the Air Force, smiled and said, 
"The fact that I'm part of a community college 
movement." 

ritaiiitenarice;; to'' . baclg~' . 
· By DA.WN'JYHALEN 
Staff Reperter 

Before Odell Wenze becameapoliceo{(icer, 
he \\lo:dred tor .five years as a maintenance man at 
College pf Jbe Mainland. Weoze,now a member of 
COM's police forte, received his µ-aipfog in the 
RegionalLaW .Epforcement Acade111y af<JOM. 

. . ..... · .Weoze becrune inteµ:~ted in law enf<?ti:ement 

' .. ~:h:;~•:~~n:::!!f ~tjlfi~t! 
be hear~ !~llt lhe Acade~y. he ju~pe~ ai pie 
,chance tq enroll. Because he has i ~o.ngimeresC 
in lM¥ic r~t'ations. he decided tMs woµfd be the 
right choice fot him. So fall of 1988 he ettt<>lled in 
the 13-wecl.s course and graduated . secori,fin his 
class witl);~~.5 grade point averag~Dec2(l. < 

Wenze'~ be devoted from 10 to 1$.hours a 

·t9~5$~i:\ 
basis: bo}Y' .~ you endure stress as an pf(ker on·. 
the job?'' .·.·.. ·· · •.··.·.· 

Jn -~~tfon to ~.ing a ca~m1s poli~ .. fm1cer1 

Wenze alsojs a basketball coach for the Cougars 
of Lincoln gym,fonnerly Booker 'f. Washington 
gym. Befori that he coached 6- to 9-year-oid boys 
for two years with the Texas City Parley arid Rec-
reation Department. •····· 

Wenze>saysthat ev¢i-yone at.CO~needs to 
realize that COM has both poJice' offi&irs and se• 
curity gtUitds, A Police offfoet V{eni~ !lays has 
more restrictions and more jurisdiction to cover 
than· a.c~pus security guard. ·. 

. Wpeo, J§k:Mif he had any major COQC¢ffiS on 
crunpus Wetjze. says. \'Yes, please mentio1:1 to the 
ladies w~oiate on campus at night; that fhete i~ 
safety in .numbers, ft 

·campus ptj)tte officer Odell Wenze~h~s•a 
ticket. ··.· · (Pb.oto by RenD~#othy) 

Among the many activities Dr. Don G. Bass, 
dean of Instruction and Student Development 
is involved in COM's Black Student Union. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Klein takes first 
in 8-ball tourney 
By GREG GUION 
Assistant to the Editors 

The second College cf L'1c Mainland 8-ball tourna
ment of the semester was held in the Student Center 
March 1. Cindy Klein and Terry Brehnan proved to be 
the best players of the day as they were the only ones to 
play one another more than once. As it turned out they 
played three times with Klein taking first place. 

From the outsei the tournament took an interesting 
turn as Arnold Anzaldua, Greg Gaona and Grt;g Guion, 
who finished first, second and fourth in the February 
tournament, were knocked out of competition in the first 
round of play. That round was single elimination, with 
the four following rounds being double elimination. 

Klein and Brehnan advanced to the last round of the 
winners bracket where Brehnan sent his cue ball into the 
pocket, a scratch in pool terms, while trying to sink the 
8-ball. This constituted a loss for Brehnan and gave 
Klein the win. 

Brehnan. then went on to defeat Clute Godwin in the 
losers bracket to give himself another chanc0 to play 
Klein for the title. Godwin, who p!aced third in the 
competition of 17 participants, was a late entrant who 
filled in for a player unable attend. 

Brehnan, after defeating Godwin, then faced having 
to beat Klein twice in the finals. He breezed through the 
.first game and was moving along smoothly in the second 
game, seeming to be in command until he got to the 8-
ball. At that point Brehnan left himself with a very 
tough shot on the 8-ball and as history so often does, it 
repeated itself.. Once again Brehnan scratched on the 8-
ball to give Klein the overall victory. Bn;hnan had to 
settle for second. 



Collins to assist 
Ininority groups 
By ST ACY GILBERT 
Managing Editor 

"College of the Mainland is a fine institution and I 
want people to know it is here to serve the entire 
community and to help individuals from 
under-represented groups gain more access to higher 
education," explains Vanneise Collins, the new assistant 
to the president for Equal Educational Opportunities at 
College of the Mainland. 

Collins who grew up in New York City received her 
doctorate in educational administration last May from 
the State University of New York at Buffalo. Though 
she was offered a higher-paying job in New York, she 
chose to come to COM instead for its unique 
opportunities. 

Before coming to COM in October 1988, Collins 
was the skills coordinator for the University Learning 
Center at State University of New York at Buffalo for 
four years. 

Collins, who believes it's necessary to start talking 
to children about college before they enter high school, 
has currently been working on a project promoting 
college to the La Marque school district's sixth graders. 
"It is important to work with the young," she states. 

To promote children thinking of college early, 
Collins is working with the Southeast Texas Consortium, 
a group of two year and upper level schools, on a project 
called Pathways. The group's main purpose is to make 
students aware of higher education. 

"V\!e're looking at introducing elementary school 
stu,lents to the concept of college," Collins explains. 
"We crn't wait until students get into high school to 
promc t~ -::allege. In many cases, that' too late. Many 
have c!r::>pped out by then. " 

Collins, who wants to recruit students from nearby 
school cfotricts for COM, also believes it is important to 
get parents and the community involved in kowing about 
the educational opportunities available at the college. 

'Tm excited about the opportunities that this college 
already provides many people in the area, and I'm 
looking forward to working with the community to 
create more opportunities and to make a college 
education a reality for as many individuals as possible. 

Reception successful 
Continue<;I from Page 1 ----------

disadvantaged people in this community . 

Speaking to the group Collins said, "We want to • 
help minority people realize that there are better things 
in life. I want to break down any barriers that might 
stand in the way of possibte students. We want them to 
stay in school once they get there, and we want to see 
that they get through school and get on with their lives. " 

Collins is working with the COM Board of Trustees 
to get the message to the youth to stay in school. She is 
initialing a program within the La Marque school sys
tem called Pathways which will take 10 to 12 sixth 
grade students and follow them through high school, en
couraging them to take their studies seriously and offer
,ing moral support to keep them in school. 

The community needs to reach out to the youth 
through churches, youth groups and organizations that 
serve as role models. Collins emphasized,"We must 
unite to create our goal." 

··•· sER thaqks students 
Serv~e Employment Redevelopment would 

like to thank al1 the College of the Mainland stu~ 
dents who helped With the bake sale. ··•· • 
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Medcalf wins ping-pong tou~ney 

Francis "Punchy" Charles competes with Teddy 
Gilmore during the ping-pong tournamen~ Feb. 

2 8 . (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

By GREG GUION 
Assistant to the Editor 

College of the Mainland held a table tennis 
tournament in the Student Center Feb. 28. 

The tournament was the inspiration of COM student 
Steve Medcalf who suggested the idea to Coordinator of 
Recreational Programs Maryann Urick. 

At the COM tournament, matches ~ere the best two 
out of three games. In table tennis, also called 
ping-pong, a player wins by scoring 21 points and by 
beating his opponent by at least two points. 

Medcalf, who considers himself one of the top 
players at COM, won first place in a field qf 14 
competitors. He also represented COM in the table 
tennis event at the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference 
Sports Day held at Brazosport College, Nov. 16, 1988. 

Second place went to Francis "Punchy" Charles Jr. 
Troy Sybert won third place by defeating Teddy Gilmore 
in a consolation match. 

The best action of the day occured in a quarterfinal 
match between Medcalf and Cao Kim. Medcalf 
triumphed in two hard-hitting games 22-20 and 21-5. 

The tournament prompted Urick to set up a ping 
pong table in the Student Center. Ping pong balls and 
paddles may be checked out at the COM Bookstore with 
a student ID. 

Burgner typesetter for l11terCOM 
By GREG GUION 
Staff Reporter 

Every successful publication is put together through 
team work -- from the writing to editing to headline writ
ing. But the typesetter is the heart of the organization to 
produce the 1101sbed product -- ffie newspaper. 

This spring, InterCOM's new typesetter is Darlene 
Burgner. She is in her second semester of journalism 
and her job is to take all reporter's stories and put them 
into column form for publication. Burgner also does the 
typesetting for the Galveston College publication, The 
GC Barometer. She also reports for lnterCOM. 

Burgner was born in Whitehorse, Canada and 
moved to Torrance, Calif., when she was 6. When she 
got out of high school, she was a graphic artist and sign 
painter for 15 years. 

'Tm working on a one-year graphic arts degree, so it 
will be easier to get a better job position," Burgner ex
plains. "Sandra Devall (College of the Mainland's graph
ic arts instructor) has really been a big help with graphic 
arts." 

Advertising is something Burgner also would like to 
specialize in. "But if it comes right down to it I can al
ways get a job at UTMB with that degree (graphic 
arts)." 

Journalism was secondary on Burgner's list of goals 
until she got involved with InterCOM. She hopes to pur
sue a degree in journalism after she finishes with graph
ic arts. "I got into it Gournalism) because I like to read 
and write." 

If Burgner does decide to go into the media field, 

she says she wouW like to WO[k on a magazine or a 
newspaper. 

lnterCOM's typesetter Darlene Burgner pauses 
for photo while working on the Macintosh. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

COM parking regulations outlined 
By DAWN WHALEN 
Staff Reporter 

' Many students, staff, and faculty members may not 
- be aware of the rules regulating College of the Main-

land' s parking lots. · 
According to campus police it is illegal to: back into 

parking spaces; go against the flow of traffic; park or 
drive on campus sidewalks without approval; and park in 
"No Parking" areas. Police stress that cars should be 
parked within the indicated lines, to fail to do so will re
sult in a ticket. 

Many times, a warning is given, but repeat offend
ers will be fined, police say. 

Campus police are concerned that handicapped 
parking spaces are not abused but used only by handi
capped drivers. 

Anyone who parks in a handicapped parking space 
must have a sticker on their vehicle, no warning tickets 
are given for this offense, campus police state. Anyone 
who needs a temporary handicapped parking permit, 
may go to Campus Security to be issued a temporary 
campus sticker. 
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What's Happening 
Ga age Fest sale s t 

Catholic Charities, a multi-service social agency 
that helps people of all faiths, will host the first "Eat, 
Drink and Garage Fest" on Saturday and Sunday, April 8 
and 9, from 10 to 5 p.m. at 3520 Montrose (between 
Westheimer and Alabama) in Houston. Asian artwear, 

furniture, childrens' and adults' clothes, books and toys 
will be available for purchase. 

Donatio,zs accepted 
The North Galveston Couny Outreach and Resale 

Shop will accept donations at the Women's Resource and 

Student Activity Calendar 
BY DARLENE BURGNER 

• 
I\ 

Musicians and other performers will perform outside duting Colle-ge Hour Tue-sdays 
and l'hursdays from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. In inclement weather performances wiU be 
held in the Student Center. Fot more information, contact Maryann Urick at. (409) 

938·1211, Ext .. 418. 

Dates 
College Hour Specials, Events and Sports 

AetivJfY 

Satun;lay ,April 1.. .... , ........ .................... Last day to drop and receive a grade of "W". ·. 

Tuesday, April 4 . ..... ........ .... .... .. ... ........ Big Spring Chill-Out will take placein the Student Center 
at 12:30. 

Tuesday, April 11 .................. ......... .. .... GCIC will hold a beach volleyball and golf tournament. 
Sign up in P.E. 'Building; ··· 

Friday, April 14, 
Sat11rday, April 15 ................................. Free movie, The Fox t.md the Hou:nd Will play in ·.the. 

Student Center Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m. ·· 

Sunday, April 23 .................................. Free Student/Employee Biannual Picnic will be held at Jack 
Brooks Park at 1 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 25 ................................. There will be a Frisbee Golf Tournament outside the P.E. 
Building at 6p.m. 

·· Monday-Saturday, May 8-13 .................. Finals will take place. 

Thursday, May 11.. .............................. Grades due in the Admissions. Office . by 4 p.m. for 
graduating students. 

Friday, May 12 .................................... Spring Commencement exercises will take place at 7:30 
p.m. 

Saturday, May 13 ................................. Endof spring semester. 

Thursday, May 25 ................................ Last day to meet admission requirements for Summer 
Sessionl. 

Thursday, June L ....................... ~······ .. CreditRegistration for Summer I. 

AIDS Project looking for volunteers 
By DARLENE BURGNER 
Staff Reporter 

The Galveston AIDS Project is looking for 
volunteers to provide support and assistance to AIDS 
victims in Galveston County. 

O;ganized earlier this year, the Galveston AIDS 
Project is administered by the Galveston County Health 
District and is funded by the Community Care for AIDS. 

According to Dr. Ralph Morris, director of the 
County Health District, 66 AIDS cases have been 
reported in Galveston County, with almost one third of · 
,h0_se in 1988. Based on that number, Morris estimates 
·rere are between 1,000 and 1,500 individuals who- are 
actually infected with the virus. 

All these people could use some assistance from 
GAP volunteers. 

Volunteers may provide transportation to medical 
appointments, help find needed social services, or 
simply be a friend who will listen. 

Joan Singer, coordinator tor the Galveston AIDS 
Project, said GAP provides support groups for the 
volunteers to help them deal with the emotions they face. 
"No volunteer is working on his or her own." 

Before someone is trained as a volunteer, Singer 
said the person is screened. "We ask them what is going 
on in their lives. If they have had losses in the past year, 
it's not good." 

"We also look at their motivation. We don't want 
someone to come in and try to save someone. We want • people who can Jisten," Singer added. 

Those who pass the screening go through an 
18-hour training session. Topics include the medical and 
physical training aspects of AIDS, how the disease 
affects a persons ability to function, community 
resources and the feelings with which AIDS victims will 
be dealing. 

Those interested in volunteering can call (409) 
765-2514 or (409) 938-2202 for information. 

Crisis Center at 1001 W. Main Street in League City. 
The shop is open Tuesday through Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. All proceeds will go directly to shelter 
programs that provide crisis intervention and assistance 
to victims of family violence and sexual assault. 

COM pick-up site 
Help the Community Food Bank by picking up 

scatterered plastic for recycling. The truck will be 
parked in the northwest parking lot at College of the 
Mainland March 17 through April 14 . 

PTK drawing April 6 
Sigma Delta will hold a drawing in the Student 

Center during College Hour, 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m., on 
Thursday, April 6. Prizes for the drawing include $250, 
$150 and $50 gift certificates g-ood at any Wal-Mart lo
cation. Tickets for the drawing may be purchased from 
any Sigma Delta member and cost 50 cents each or three 
for a dollar. 

PTK elections slated 
College of the Mainland's Sigma Delta chapter of 

the Phi Theta Kappa International Honor Fraternity will 
hold its next general meeting Saturday, April 8, 10:30 
a.m. - 12:30 p.m. in Room 128 of the Math-Science 
Building. Elections for next year's officers will be held 
at the meeting. Candidates are self-nominated and must 
sign up at the PIK bulletin board in the Math-Science 
Building. 

Past members sought 
The Phi Theta Kappa Alumni Association of Col

lege of the Mainland is trying to locate all past members 
of PTK. If you are a past member or know of anyone 
who is a past member please get in touch with one of the 
following people: 1) Monte Harris, president -- (409) 
948-0695; 2) Beth Cochran, vice-president -- (409) 744-
3273; 3) Betty Scheffer, membership committee -- (713) 
554-2850. 

Secretaries briefing 
"Second Annual Secretaries Briefing," a National 

Video Teleconference, Working Together as a Team: 
The Boss/Secretary Relationship will screen in the Col
lege of the Mainland Leaming Resource Center Auditor
ium, April 26, from noon to 5 p.m. to aid ·professional 
development . 

Lunch· honors faculty 
---------Continued from Page 1 
nations. 

Th,e turnout was excellent with at least 5p fa
culty members attending. Among those dining 
were: Dr. Don Bass, dean of Instruction; Emmeline 
Dodd, biology instructor; Dr. Manual Urbina, histo
ry instructor; Bob Myers, chief of Campus Police; 
Kathye Bergin, English instructor and Maxine 
Vance, nursing instructor. 

When asked what she thought of the Faculty 
Appreciation Luncheon, Dodd replied, "This is 
great, I think ya'U have done a wonderful job alld I 
can't believe that ya'll have gotten so many people 
together And everyone looks so nice." 
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Survey shows 
student drug use 
By SOPHELIA M. CONLEY 
Staff Reporter 

The journalism students at College of the Mainland 
recently conducted an anonymous survey to determine 
the extent of alcohol and substance abuse among COM 
students. This article seeks to explain the possible cause 
and effects of substance and alcohol abuse in addition to 
publishing the results of the survey. 

One hundred and fourteen COM students represent
ing approximately 3 percent of the 3,600 credit-hour stu
dents participated in the survey. When asked if they 
drink alcohol, 78 percent of the 114 students answered 
yes; 5 percent said they were frequent or daily users of 
alcohol; 24 percent said they drink alcohol weekly. , 
Fourteen percent of the students who said they drink 
weekly reserve their drinking for the weekends. 

According to Jerry Clark, program coordinator for 
the Alcohol and Substance Abuse Center at Mainland 
Center Hospital, 29 percent of the COM students who 
drink alcohol could have an-addictive personality. 

Diana M, a licensed vocational nurse at the MCH 
Alcohol and Substance Abuse Center, who wishes to 
protect her anonymity, decribed a person with an addic
tive personality as "someone who depends on a sub
stance, usually alcohol or drugs, to change their person
ality." 

Four finalists for the 1989 Outstanding Instructor 
Award were annoooced April 10. The finalists are: Re
nate T~e. science; Al Bass, physical education; Ken 
Sheffield, real estate; and Janice Smith, child develop
ment. 

The outstanding instructor and three runners-up 
will be announced at the College of the Mainland Em
ployee Rccognitio;i Dinner to be held May 5 at 7;30 p.m. 
in the Student Center. 

Nominations for outstanding instructcr were ac
cepted March 27 - April 7. Studems, faculty and staff 
were asked to vote for their favorite instructor by placing 
a ballot in one of several boxes on campus. The ballots 
had space for comments and required the nominators 
signature to guard against ballot-stuffing. 

Among those nominated was COM journalism 
instructor Astrid R Lowery. "I was thrilled. It was un
expected," she says. "i was honored that the students 
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for 2 lfl, years." 
All instructors nominated for the award were 

notified by letter on April 7. The finalists were chosen 
by a Student Selection Committee consisting of five Stu
dent Activities Board members apJX)inted by President 
Larry Stanley. COM history teacher Larry Smith: last . 
year's outstanding instructor, is the Selection Commit
tee's faculty advisor. 

In choosing the finalists, the Selection Commitee 
considers both the number of times an instructor is nom
inated as well as the comments made on the ballots. 
Members of the Selection Committee observe classes 
conducted by the finalists and distribute questionnaires 
to students in those classes before selecting a single out
standing instructor. 

Biology instructor Emmeline Dodd, outstanding in
structor in 1981 and 1986, sayS' that members of the se
lection committee are to be highly commended because 
selection of an outstanding instructor is a responsibility 
requiring a great deal of time and effort. 

Diana, a recovering alcoholic, who has been sober 
for 4 1/2 years after a IO-year addiction, added, "A per
son with an addictive personality is usually someone 
with low self-esteem. They want to feel good so they 
turn to alcohol or drugs." 

------------See Alcohol Page S would choose tne, especially :since fve only been here --------- See COM Students Page 8 ~"""" .... , .. ~.,,~,,..,.. -· 

COM JDusical Shenandoah leaves audience awestruck 

Adam Mayfield (left) as Gabriel ai,d Ty Beauchamp as "the boy" play two youngsters growing up 
amid the Civil War turmoil in the musical Shenandoah presented at the College of the Mainland 
Community Theatre. (Photo courtesy of Office of Public Information) 

By GARY A. JENKINS 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland's Community Theater's 
presentation of James Lee Barrett's musical, Shenan
doah, is a moving drama that leaves the audience awes
truck. The first audience gave the cast a standing ova
tion. 

The setting for the play is the Shenando~ Valley in 
Virginia during the Civil War. The story line follows the 
Anderson family whose patriarch Charlie Anderson re
fuses to allow his six sons to enter battle. But as the war 
comes closer to home the family is drawn into the 
bloodshed after the youngest son is kidnapped by Union 
soldiers. 

Reggie Schwander makes the play seem more real 
. with the use of authentic co~tumes, long flint-lock rifles 

and flickering campfires. This is furthered by sound ef
fects such as crickets, gunshots and tolling church bells. 
Elaborate props such as the farm house, church and wa
ter well add to this effect. 

Shenandoah has a live orchestra seated above and 
behind the stage conducted by Ken Harelson. The or
chestra complements the singing which expresses both 
the joys and the sorrows of the characters throughout the 

----------See Shena11doah Page 7 
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Campus News/Features 
.Education, politics 

must not be mixed 

Gary A. 
Jenkins 

Our nation's leaders tend to view issues as ei
ther Republican or Democrat. However, some is
sues cannot be handled on such a narrow, partisan 
standpoint. One of those is education. . .·. . 

. "Elected officials use 1S$Ues as political Weap
ons, bargaining chips and a way to trim the budget. 
Education is one ~four- nation's most pressing 
problems and must not be used in this fashiop. 

_Fonner Gov. Mark White attempted to over
haul the educational system in Texas in 1984 but 
at the same t.iq>e proposed drastically lowering 
teac:herts wages. His successor, Gov. Bill Cle
ments~ bas done little in the way of education. 

During ~Jl~an Administration. lowpr-ior
ity was giveJlioooncatiori: lt wastarnperedwitb. 
mainly when bJ.,ldget adjustments were necessazy. 

J>t:esideot ijusb ~ ~peatOOly said he wants to 
be the "educa~ president Ct .i 

America can only hope that he remembers ed
ucation was a major item on die agenda he won the 
election witb. 

In 1957 Amepca saw dle importance o( in
creased education as the Soviet UnionJaunched 
the w(){ld's fiq! satellite. Sputnik, It has been 

::n ~~jfis sincelhen and once as~! ;t'.e\ 

Today. America SCOICS close to last itt'aca
demic aptitu~ tests being followed by only a 
handful <>f Thitd: World nations such as Ethiopia. 
Bangladesh and Sudan. Japan and the Soviet Un
ion now lead the world .in academics. America 
falls shon for several ,reasons: e~tremely tighti,µo
gets. outdated ~ilities and low wages for instruc
tors. On top ~f' this* legisl&i9.rs .~ ~ing {nnds 

ajJoc~!:ol~~ than. just l~ing'. l~nJ 
locks out potential for furthering outselves in an 
infinite numbet-0( areas, Our government mtt~t be 
made aware .mat ()fJt educatiortal system is .mote 
importanfthan party polities. 

Education is not merely an issue. It is our very 
futnte. ··• · 

Spring Chill Out vaudevillians ham it up for the camera. The April 4 event featured singing, danc
ing, comedy and ice cream treats. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Students volunteer talent at Chill Out 
By ST ACY GILBERT 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland's Student Activities Board 
held the Spring Chill Out April 4 in the Student Center. 
The Chill Out, a vaudeville show performed by student 

volunteers, included: singing. dancing, a comedian. skits 
and a monologue. 

Suzanne Hargrove directed and was announcer for 
the show. 

The first act was a duet performed by Nonna Weg
eleben and Becky Cheek. They sang "You Made Me Do 
It" to Paul Unger, a COM student. 

Cheek and Wegeleben along with the rest of the cast 
had to work around technical difficulties. Punchy 
Charles, who performed a comedy act, even tried using a 
bullhorn to project his ,oice because the microphone 
was ancient and did not work well. The cast also had to 
contend with a rude audience. 

During Act 5,"Monologue: A Poem for My 32 
Birthday" performed by Lisa Culbertson. the audience 
overshadowed her performance by participating in their 
own conversations. 

Most of the people in the audience knew about the 
sound problems, but chose to be discourteous. But other 

than these two problems the show was successful. 
The last act was the Princeton by the Pond Dancers 

(COM on Lake Eckert). Six female students dressed as 
1920s flappers in hot pink and black fringed dresses. 
Even though none of the dancers was old enough to re
member the 1920s they performed the dance moves 
quite well. 

Before and during the show the SAB provided free 
drinks and ice cream to the audience. Students could 
choose chocolate or vanilla ice cream. one of three top
pings. whipped cream and nuts. 

SAB members used different techniques to make the 
show seem like real vaudeville. Zachery Matthews and 
Craig Flowers held up applause, boo and hurrah signs 
during_ the acts. They even used the downstairs room 
partition doors as curtains and the room itself was the 
stage. 

lntarCOM 
Editors 

Managing Assistant 

Newspaper wants You this s110101er 
Stacy Gilbert Gary A. Jenkins 

Assistant to the Editors 
G,-eg Guion 

In the new spirit of cooperation that College of the 
Mainland and Galveston College are fostering, the two 
colleges will produce a joint back-to-school newspaper 
during Summer S~ion II. 

The newspaper will represent the work of a 
journalism class. made up of COM and GC students, and 
will be taught at the COM campus. Class dates are July 
17 through Aug. 22. Summer Session II ends Aug. 25. 

The six-week, three-hour credit class will meet 
Monday through Thursday from 10 to 2 p.m. and 
includes a built-in lab time. 

Registration for the Summer Session II course is 
July 13. alphabetically, at College of the Mainland. 
Admission requirements must be met by July 13. 

"This is a good way to try your hand at writing if 
you've always wanted to write and never had a chance to 
do so," said Astrid H. Lowery, who has taught 
journalism at COM for nearly three years and at GC for 
nearly one. There is no prerequisite to taking the course. 
She emphasized. "Just bring your enthusiam and a 
willingness to work." 

Lowery added, "It will be an innovative course and 
will give COM and GC students an opportunity to get to 
know each other. 

. "One of the first things we'll do in class is come up 
with a name for the paper:. But that will be a challenge." 
Lowery asserted. "The two paper names are the 
lnterCOM and The GC Barometer. Can you imagine 
The BarCOM??" 

Photography Editor 
Ron Bertothy 

Staff Reporters 

Darlene Burgner 
Sophc:lia Conley 

Dawn Whalen 
Wayne Gordon 

Typesetter 
Darlene Burgner 

InterCOM Adviser 
Astrid H. Lowery 
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Dr. Spillar's class 
sees Austin's sights 
By ST ACY GILBERT 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland's Human Development 
class went to Austin April 13 and 14 to see the Texas 
Legislature and speak with COM's area representative, 
Chet Brooks. 

Dr. Bill Spilliµ-, c;hai_rman of Arts and Humanities at 
COM, instructs the class. Dr. Chester Stout and Leroy 
August, counselors at COM, also went with the class. 

At the beginning of the trip Dr. Stout, who took 
turns with Dr. Spillar driving the bus, told the passen
gers, "If you have to go to the restroom raise your hand, 
if you want to take a break raise your hand, if you se~ 
something you like and want to stop, raise your hand. ' 
The group left the campus at approximately 10 a.m. and 
arrived in Austin at 3:25 p.m. If you haven't guessed 
some people raised their hands - a lot. Normally a trip to 
Austin takes 3 1/2 hours. 

Secretaries: world's ninth wonder 
Dr. Spillar had told the class that pne of the Austin 

excursions was a visit to a nightclub i:o see Rotel and the 
Hot Tomatoes. He seemed very excited about the group 
which played at The Steamboat, a nightclub, on Sixth 
Street. The bouncer told the underage students not to 
drink or they would be arrested. So, Shirley Temples and 
Cokes were requested. 

By DAWN WHALEN 
Staff Reporter 

Secretaries Week, which this year is April 24-28, is 
dedicated to secretaries as a token of thanks from busi
nessmen who depend on their loyalty, efficiency, de
pendability and the responsibility they show. 

The event was originated in 1952 by the National 
Secretaries Association with the cooperation of the De
partment of Commerce. The Wednesday of Secretaries 
Week is always set aside as Secretaries Day in the Unit
ed States as well as Canada .. 

According to the December 1959 issue of Secretary 
magazine the qualities a good secretary has are: being 
sharp, quick, bright and intelligent. Secretaries also 
should have the ability to make sound decisions. A sec
retary, the magazine says, is someone with common 
sense who is able to put priorities in order. 

The September 1982 edition of the The Kiplinger 
Magazine adds that a good secretary also is: energetic, 
assertive, decisive, articulate, warm, capable, logical. 

She should also have an outgoing personality. 
Secretary also states that some employers require a 

secretary to have business savvy 
Because a secretary seems to need multiple arms tr, 

complete her many tasks, one ad in the Northern Ohio 
Business Journal quipped," Are there any octapi out 
there?" 

Secretary published letters from secretaries nation
wide and most agreed that bosses are disorganized, 
short-tempered, but still brilliant. But businessmen, the 
magazine states are so bcsy with the aspects of their or-· 
ganization that they don't have time to develop the quali
ties they ask their secretaries to have. Secretaries are 
hired for the calm, efficient way of handling their bosses' 
stress and anxieties. 

Rotel began the session by playing some blues mu
sic and rock 'n' roll. Then they tntrodnced the Hot To
matoes. The Hot Tomatoes, thrt:e women dressed in 
black knit pants, white go-go boots and bouffant wigs, 
sang songs from the '50s and '60s. The class stayed for 
all three sessions and danced until 2:30 a.m. COM'.;; 
President Larry Stanley, who had been in Austin on 
business, even showed up for a short while. 

The next day the class left the hotel around 11 a.m . 
and went to the state Capitol. Rep. Brooks had already 
left so an assistaat lectured on the legislative process. 
Some student had specific questions about family vio
lence and state-funded daycare. The tour of the Capitol 
was interesting and informative. 

The last stop for the group was the LBJ Library 
which has a reproduction of former President Lyndon 
Johnson's Oval Office. 

Former Canadian Prime Minister Pierre Elliot Tru
deau is quoted as saying in a 1978 issue of the Secre
tary that "bosses do well to honor their secretaries for at 
least one week of the year. Although their work is inval
uable, it often goes unrewarded. The contribution of 
these able bodies is indispensable." Ove;rall the whole class tho11ght. the trip was a suc-

cess. 

InterCOM ph.otographer to further education in Ar01y 
By GARY A. JENKINS 
Assistant Editor 

InterCOM Photography Editor Ron Bertothy will re
ceive his associate degree in May. After graduation he 
plans to further his education in the U. S. Army Reserve. 

Bertothy enlisted in the military because the fman
cial benefits will ease the burden of college expenses for 
him. In July he will be stationed at Fort Knox, Ky., for 
basic training and army joumaiism school. Upon com
pletion he plans to return to complete his bachelor's de
gree at the University of Houston at Clear Lake. He 
plans on integrating computer graphics and electronic 
still photography into his studies. 

Bertothy has been an important member of the/ nter
COM staff as the main source of photographs. However, 
besides being a capable photographer he is also an able 
reporter. "I regard the story I did on the cafeteria ·situa
tion a few semesters ago as my best because it brought 
about some changes in the way things were done." Ber
tothy added, "The piece I did (editorial October 1988) 
that endorsed George Bush was another good story. But 
since he placed a ban on assault rifles my views have 
changed somewhat. I feel that this interferes with the 
Second Amendment right to keep and bear arms." 

Bertothy, former InterCOM editor Frank Plusk and 
former staffer Karen McManus O'Neil won second and 
th~9. place !!,Wards in the 1989 Texas IntercoU<,gia\e 
Pte's's AssociAtion: competition. · · · '· ' ' 

I.nterCO~ phot~grapher Ron Bertothy supports the constitutional right to bear arms. Bertothy is a 
recent wmner 10 the lnterCollegiate Press Association competition. He won second place for a 
sports feature photo. • · , , , ,: (Photo courtesy of. Iiai:-ry, Mar.t~ez) 
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Biannual Student-Employee Picnic big success 
By DARLENE BURGNER 
Staff Reporter 

A colorful sign marked the entrance to the park 
where College of the Mainland held its Bi-Annual Stu
dent and Employee picnic on Sunday April 23. Accord
ing to Eva Neinas, senior secretary for the Physical Edu
cation Department, COM has held twice yearly picnics 
since 1983. 

The picnic, sponsored by the Student Activities 
Board, had a good turnout. Approximatly 200 people 
showed up for a day of fun and relaxation. 

Warm weather and sunny skies prevailed as the 
crowd enjoyed a vari.ety of activities. Baseball, volley
ball, horseshoes and bingo kept the adults busy while the 
kids gave the playground a thorough workout. Croquet, 
Hula-Hoops anrl Frisbees' were also available. The win
ner's of the bingo games received their choice of music 
cassette tapes. 

"I think the picnic is a great success," Neinas said at 
the picnic Sunday. "I've noticed a lot more kids out this 
time and it's real nice," she added while manning the soft 
drink station. 

The picnic fare included chili dogs with all the trim
mings, chips, cookies and soft drinks. 

"This is the · second picnic I"ve participated in at 
COM and this has turned out to be a tremendous suc
cess," said Zackery Matthews, treasurer for the Student 
Activities Board. "Just think," he quipped, "I could be at 
home watching the 1ost episodes' of Bonanza but this is 
a lot more fun. I'm having a great time." 

COM students enjoy a game of volleyball at the 13 biannual Student/Employee Picnic held Sun
day, April 23, at Jack Brooks Park. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

SLIAG gives students help with amnesty program 
By STACY GILBERT 
Managing Editor 

SLIAG (State Legislative Impact Assisstance Grant) 
is an amnesty program implemented at College of the 
Mainland September 1988. The program operates under 

Beatriz Cortes mstructs a class with Greta 
Houtz. Cordes is an instructor of English as a 
Second Language at Galveston College and 
COM. Houtz is coordinator of the SLIAG pro
l!Tam at COM. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

the Imntigration Reform Control Act which offers am
nesty to illegal aliens. 

The act is made up of two phases. In Phase I aliens 
applied for temporary residency. The Phase II stage, now 
in effect, allows them to apply for permanent residency. 
SLIAG was developed to help fund a part of the act. 

The Texas Education Association distributes the 
funds to adult basic education cooperatives of which 
COM is one. Galveston College is affiliated with COM 
in this program, and GC's funds come from COM's adult 
basic education cooperative. 

Greta Houtz is the coordinator of the SLIAG pro
gram at COM. Houtz taught GED classes part-time at 
COM in spring 1986, she then switched to teaching Eng
lish as a Second L&ngoage classes until she became the 
coordinator of SLIAG. 

Phase I allowed illegal aliens to apply for tempo
rary residency between May 1987 and May 1988. To 
apply applicants had to prove that they were in the Unit
ed States illegally before 1982. Houtz said that many il
legal aliens found it difficult to apply for amnesty be
cause they had been in hiding for at leasfive years and 
didn't trust the Immigration and Naturalization Service. 

The applicants had 18 months from their Phase I ap
plication date to apply for Phase II of the program. Now 
they have one year from their Phase II application date 
to apply for permanent residency or they revert back to 
being illegal aliens. 

COM is currently working with Phase II of the pro• 
gram which oversees education. Houtz explained that to 
receive permanent residency the applicants have to pass 
an oral interview with the INS and satisfactorily com
plete 40 contact hours of education. In the interview ap
plicants must answer six of 10 questions about American 
history and six of 10 about U.S. government. They also 
have to read an English sentence and write a dictated 
English sentence to pass the interview. The interviewer 
determines the level of the applicant's test based on the 
level of the applicant's knowledge. The reason for this is 

that many of the applicants did not graduate from high 
school, have little education or are illiterate in their own 
language. 

COM provides the necessary classes in English, 
American history and government for the applicants. 
Each participating college must submit a curriculum for 
the program, which must conform to regulations con
cerning instructors, staff, records and in-class work set 
forth by INS, the government agent in this program. 
Houtz said the classes at COM last for 16 weeks and 
provide more than 40 contact hours. 

The Galveston County area has 15 class sites and 36 
different classes. Currently classes are being held in 
Hitchcock, Santa Fe, League City, Dickinson, Texas 
City, Kemah, Seabrook, Clear Lake, Port Bolivar and 

Nassau Bay. The funds allow the program to be flexible 
so that classes can be set up when and where they are 
needed. The off-campus classes last 12 weeks and pro
vide 48 contact hours. After the student completes the 
classe~ he receives a certificate of satisfactory pursuit. 

"I feel we have a really good staff," Houtz said. Cur
rently there are 28 instructors and seven instructors aides 
in this area, who are all degreed part-time faculty at 
COM, plus one full-time instructor, Marylou Morrow. 

Students in the program are not just from Spanish
speaking backgrounds, they also include Pakistanis, In
dians and Orientals. 

In fall 1988, 405 amnesty students were enrolled in 
the program at COM and there are more this semester, 
Houtz said. 

According to Houtz 4,000 Houston/Galveston-area 
applicants have already been interviewed by the Houston 
Immigration Services for permanent residency. Only 40 
people out of the 4,000 had either not passed the the test 
or had not received their certificate of satisfactory pur
suit, Houtz said proudly. 

"I think Houston ImmigTation has done a wonderful 
job of setting up the program," Houtz said. 
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Librarian Slaney enjoys helping COM students 
By WAYNE GORDON 
Staff reporter 

As director of Library Services at College of the 
Mainland, Robert Slaney is most proud of the library 
staff. 

"They're a big plus. It m~es my job a lot easier. 
They're very supportive," he says. "All of them are well
trained and competent." 

Slaney began working at COM in July 1970 as 
the audio-visual librarian. He later became head librari-

an, a position which no longer exists, and was named di
rector of Library Services in 1984. 

The librarian holds both a bachelor of science de
gree in history from Arizona State University, Tempe, 
Ariz., and a master of science degree in library sciences 
from Florida State University, Tallahassee, Fla. 

Slaney and his wife, Flo, have two children. 
Shawn, 24, attends Texas A&M University in College 
·Station. His daughter, Laura, is married with two chil
·dren of her own, Jason, 3 and Mallory, 1. 

Robert Slaney, director of Library Services, helps student W. Laverne Alexander find an entry in 
the card catalogue on the first floor of the Learning Resource Center: (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

In his spare time, Slaney enjoys gardening with 
his wife. "My wife is the head gardener, you understand-, 
I'm just the assistant," he laughs. "We've got flower gar
dens and vegetable gardens." He also enjoys dancing. 
"We go dancing quite a bit." 

As director of Library Services, Slaney oversees 
an inventory of 44,000 volumes. "Book selection is a 
big responsibility of mine," he says. 

The biggest change at the library in recent years 
hs been automation - enabling books to be checked in 
and out with a computerized bar code reader. 

"Just this year we have started to add non-print 
media, records and audio-visual materials to that system 
so that they can eventually be checked dut like books 
are," Slaney says. "Automation is an ongoing project 
Although we've been at it several years it's going to con
tinue." 

COM also has recently begun to use a satelite 
dish to displiiy teleconferences in the Leaming Resourc
r:s Auditoriurn. "We have several every semester and it's 
generally targeted at a select group of individuals," Sla
ney says. The most r~nt teleconference, titled "Work
ing Together as a Team: The Boss/Secretary Relation
ship," was held on Professional Secretaries Day April 
26. 

Slaney is particularly excited about the library's 
acquisition of a video disc system. "It holds an incredi
ble amount of information. When you couple that with a 
computer that controls access to all that data, You've got 
a powerful system. You can go to any piece of informa
tion on the disc instantly and from there to any other 
piece." 

Paperwork is the aspect of his job thar Slaney 
least enjoys but he realizes "it's something that simply 
has to be done." 

Slaney finds the greatest satisfaction in working 
with students and assisting them in finding reading mate
rials and other resources they need to complete their edu
cation. "I enjoy the public service aspect of my job," he 

Daily user of alcohol IDay becoine an addicted person 
Continued from Page 1----------

Clark believes a person can have an addictive per
sonality even though they reserve their drinking for the 
weekend. 

"In many cases the person who says they drink only 
on weekends are minimizing or rationalizing what could 
be a problem," Clark stressed. 

"If you take a person who can control their drinking 
or drug using during the work week and during the 
weekends, and put that person where they can't get to al
cohol or drugs, you'll see a definite attitude and behavior 
change," Clark explained. 

The students who participated in the survey were 
asked if they had ever been involved with drugs. Seven
ty-seven percent answered yes and 13 percent of those 
students said they were currently involved with illegal 
drugs. 

Marijuana according to the survey appears to be the 
most popular drug among COM students. Cocaine ap
pears to be the second illegal drug of choice. 

Clark, who has four years experience with alcohol 
and substance abuse patients, said, "It's been my experi
ence that if you survey 100 people about drug or alcohol 
abuse and 40 people admit they abuse drugs or alcohol, I 
would double that figure to 80." In other words, twice as 
many people are addicted as, are willing to say they are. 

Clark feels that when it comes to admitting a poten
tial addiction, fear and denial prevent most people from 
being honest. 

William Neely, director/coordinator for the sub
stance abuse program with Project HOPE, says, "Denial 
is a self-esteem defender. It operates unconsciously to 
defend one's self-image from reality, such as admitting 

an alcohol or drug problem has reached addictive pro
portions. 

"In today's society people believe marijuana isn,'t 
harmful," Clark stated. 

Researchers have determined that there are hidden 
side effects to smoking marijuana. A medical study 
comparing marijuana and cigarette smokers found that 
smoking less then one joint a day is as harmful as smok
ing 16 cigarettes a day. The reason this is so is that mari
juana users hold the smoke in longer than do cigarette 
smokers according to New Research, a flyer circulated at 
MCH. 

The flyer also explains how researchers found ab
normalities in the sperm count of male users of marijua-

• na. 
In studies of female users, researchers found that 

group to have a higher frequency of abnormal menstrual 
cycles than nonusers. Researchers also found a higher 
incidence of miscarriages among female marijuana us
ers. 

COM students who currently use cocaine need to be 
aware of an ad·,ertisement provided by Partnership for a 
Drug-Free America which states, "Cocaine is ·intensely 
addicting psychologically. 

"If you take cocaine you run a 10 percent chance of 
addiction," the advertisement warns. "The risk is hiiher 
the younger you are and the risk may be as high as 50 
IJtiCCent for those who smoke cocaine." 

Some users of crack cocaine say they felt addicted 
after the first time they smoked cocaine. A person who 
uses cocaine becomes a candidate for a heart attact, a 
stroke or an epileptic-type fit. 

A COM student suggested that the college adm;n.is-

trators implement an on-campus support group for stu
dents coping with addiction. 

McLennan Community College in Waco has taken 
such a step. In 1988 the U.S. Department of Education 
issued MCC a grant totalling $54,231. This grant al
lowed MCC to form on-campus Alcoholics Anonymous 
and Narcotics Anonymous programs. 

lnterCOM staff members thank the following -in
struc«>rs for he:oing to distribute the survey sheets: Al 
Bass, physical education; Brian Cortney, graphic arts; 
Emmeline L. Dodd, mathematics, health and natural sci
ences; JoAnn Pevoto, arts and humanities; Alexander T. 
Pratt, chairman of division of social sciences; James R. 
Stallings, arts and humanities; and student Ginger 
McFall, president of Phi Theta Kappa, Sigma Delta 
Chapter. 

Editor's Note: Journalism student Sophelia Conley be
came so involved with her research on drugs that she im
agined what it would be like to be addicted to crack co
caine. As a result, she wrote the following poem. 

... The Addict In Me .. 
What am I going to do with the addict in me? 
Will mybodyeverbedrug free?' 
1 know l should stop ,ooking for the high, but-as each 
day goes by my mind wants ro fly. 
~om~betp.me;.~t~ monkey off my ba~:k.❖ 
~e. dnigd~erdidwt~UJnelcould die µom. ... ·-·••· 

,faji,~1~;; 
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Campus Sports/ Interviews 

Winners of the April 19, 8-ball tournament are Randy Pirkle, Milivoj Marinkovic and Bobby 
Andrews. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Pirkle takes first in 8-ball tourney 
By GREG GUION 
Assistant to the Editors 

The third and final pool tournament of the semester 
took place in the College of the Mainland Student Center 
April 19. Randy Pirkle took first place in the field of 19 
competitors with a record of five wins and one loss. 
Pirkle defeated Milivoj Marinkovic in the finals for the 
first-place tag. 

Marinkovic, who came to ·the United States from 
Czechoslovakia 14 years ago, was a surprise second
place winner because he was relatively unknown. He 
said that he had won a pool tournament before in a Cze
choslovokian bar and seemed pleased to add a second 
trophy to his collection. 

Arnold Anzaldua and Cindy Klein, the first-place 
winners of the two previous tournaments, each had to 
play ~ equivalent of a qualifying game just to get into 
the first round because of the odd number of players and 
the luck of the draw held before the tournament. 

Bobby Andrews also was a surprise in the tourna
ment. Andrews, who failed to get past the first round in 
either of the previous two tournaments, won his first four 
games enroute to a third-place finish. 

Just like in the last tournament, a change was made 
from single to double elimination after the field was nar
rowed to eight competitors. 

The third tournament s~d at 2 p.m., whereas the 
previous two tournaments started at 3 p.m. Even though 
this tournament had the largest turnout of all the tourna
ments, Maryann Urick hopes she did not lose any com
petitors by moving the time. 

Urick plans to have pool tounaments in the fall se
mester and may ~chedule a tournament in the summer 
sessions. 

Those wishing information on future pool tournaments 
or other campus sports and activities should contact Coor
dinator of Recreational Programs Maryann Urick at (4()1)) 
938-121 lExt. 418. 

U;.s:-rans controlled· 
coinpared to Brits 
V, .• ••• •• -::::::::.''. ·. ,.;:: . / • . •• · • , ,' •,•.•:•::i•:•:•::::::,:• ••,•:• :,;.,•,••:•:•:•:• ,-•::~::• .;,•• 

The E98liSb ofter us Agatha Christiyf whereas 
we puhli$PStephen .KµIg.>The ~rits t>Qast acwr 

'!~~~~1!'.t.f~~ 
. -The, Bnts re.present the propeOJ~. ¥{~ );'~nks 

,l'aiif~~~~i~. 
Thisju$t. makes it aUJ;he m()J"e ironic that a 

soccer trag#dy happened·)n Sheffieldt ~~gland. 
As m~ ~94 speetato~ }YeTe killed A-nril .. l5 by 

·······•:t~!1·::J~Wtr!:r:$y11i::; 
~ .onto,the field after tbe fence coU~ 
. How pould this happen i"' a £Olllltcy that has 

.... · the presti~ of the ro~al ·family and the c9l~ pa~ 
·· .geanny of:\Vimbledon? lmean aten'twe .. Ameri~ . 
,:; can$··~ · <>~I whdare .§d jj~ionatea~t;@&d 

· Isn't this something that mighthappen in.the States 
.instead of England? I dontt think so. At least over 
here we don't run the risk of being kill<m by our 

/ felloW v.ms~ It'sjust so much more contr¢ied. 
I have camped"<>µt trJ#ny tim¢s for ~ckets to 

big sporting events and iUcame away willt tickets 
1--·W:iS sacµsfied. but if J tlidn't get.. ihe1n.Tjust · 

.·.··. walked aW'?Y• And WltnJelevision covefage of 
• ' spo~•Pf,o.,~ .. are. content jtmf to ~taY. at ~<>rwtand 
••••••·••·•··:a::·J~~1y~,:~~t:;:~;t::·:~:· 

itat home ll}an to be embtoiledin a mo? scene. 
. ButbefQre this siiu1sJo sound IU<;~ 4 salute to 
~ericaq ~PQrts. I need to ad,d that wt QO have a 

·······•·:.·:1~ti!:!~~~r~;;::r1:i~:i·· ..... 
off of coll~g:e athletes and th.e recent rumor$ of 
~ambling afuorig sports tjgµt;es. . •·• 

•.•····• · ' · ·•·•• ·But3t•i~twhe~a Janjaintsatan ~erican 

·····•••••···~!!:~i~:~0•~1i~f:=1t~a::;•·'·•·· 
Josecansetodoes fQ aTopuny John curvebaU. 

· T ASP test new requirement for college graduation 
By STACY GD ,BERT 
Mana1in1 Editor 

"Mandated by the Texas Legislature TASP, Texas 
Academic Skills Program, is a state-wide college pro
gram designed to improve the quality of Texas college 
graduates by identifying deficiencies in basic education
al skills, then helping remedy those deficiencies through 
special, developmental college courses," So states a me
dia release put out by the Texas Public Community/ 
Junior College Association Communications Couocil. 

~ouse Bill 2182, passed in spring 1987, requires 
basic ·skills testing for all student entering college and 
mandates remediatipn for students who do not meet esta
blished criteria. The bill was the answer to a report pub
lished by the The Texas Higher Education Coordinating 
Board in August 1985, A Generation of Failure: The 
Case for Testing and Remediation iri Texas Higher Edu-

cation. 
T ASP is designed to ensure that students attending 

colleges or universities are able to perform college - lev-. 
el courses. The objectives are to assess the basic skills of 
a student that are required to successfully perform in an 
undergraduate degree program and to place individuals 
in appropriate courses. 

"The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 
estimates 40 percent of the state's entering freshmen will 
need remedial coursework in some basic academic area 
when mandated testing and remediation begins next 
fall," the council states. 

Students, who have at least three college-level credit 
hours-credits that transfer or apply to a degree-prior to 
fall 1989, will not be required to take the test. Private in
stitutions also are not required to give the test. But stu
dents entering teacher-preparation programs must take 
the test. Education students have already had to pass a 
skills test to enter these programs, House Bill 2182 just 

extends the testing requirements. 
Roy Walker a counselor at COM said, "The majori

ty of the people taking this test will be high school stu
dents and' people who have previously never stepped 
foot into a college instituion." The official TASP study 
guide has been available since January 1989. The coun
seling department can provide information about T ASP 
and the guide to students. 

The test, according to the guide, will cover reading, 
writing and mathematic skills and will be given state
wide on the same day five times a year. National Evalua
tion Systems Inc. of Amherst, Mass., will administer the 
testing component of the exam according to the study 
guide. 

The initial fee for the test is $24 and must be paid 
each, time the test is taken. The five test dates are: March 
4, June 10, July 29, Sept. 30, and Nov. 18. All dates are 
Saturdays. There are additional charges for late registra-
t.1.on ~Q ch.oosing a different location: ' ', 



Three College of the Mainland students recently took third place in computer programming com
petition at the University of Houston-Clear Lake sponsored by the Student Association of Com
puting Machinery. COM computer instructor Laura Cooper (far right) poses with trophy and stu
dents from left: Eugene Sustana, Texas City; Bob Adams, League City; and Kevin Marble, 
Dickinson. (Photo courtesy of Office of Public Inform1tion) 
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Shenandoah 
Continued from Page 1 ---------
performance. 

Tony Lee breathes life into the character of Charlie 
Anderson giving a strong performance of the peaceful 
farmer who won't fight unless provoked or his family is 
threatened. Through the device of a soliliquy he bares 
his thoughts to his wife at her gravesite. Here he not only 
lets the audience know of his deep feelings but also 
makes the audience aware of certain background infor
mation.Margie Lazo and Tracy Barcelona are well cast 
as the high-spirited Jenny Anderson and the shy, awk
ward Sam who is wooing her. Their interaction as a 
couple is quite believable. They act as if life is imitating 
art. 

Thirteen year old Ty Beauchamp and 13-year-old 
Adam Mayfield give a rendition of two boyhood friends 
caught in the injustices of the time. Beauchamp plays 
Robert "the boy" Anderson, the youngest son of the An
derson clan and Mayfield portrays Gabriel, a slave who 
visits from a nearby farm. During their conversations 
dealing with aspects of slavery as well as the trials of ad
olescence the audience is reminded vividly of the period 
in which the play is set. 

Shenandoah wili run from March 30 to April 30. 
Performances are Thursday through Saturday at 8 p.m. 
and Sunday matinee at 2:30 p.m. Tickets are $7, $8 and 
$11. Discount-tickets are $4, $6, and $8 for senior' citi
zens and COM students with IDs. For more information 
call the College of the Mainland Theater Office at (713) 
280-3991 or (409) 938-1211, Ext. 345. 

World of twins continuous wonder to non-twins 
By ST ACY GILBERT 
Managing Editor 

Many people are fascinated by the world of twins 
and have numerous questions about them. 

Twins aren't as uncommon as most people believe, 
one out of every 90 births results in twins. A study. in 
1980 showed that out of 100 million people 30,000 are 
twins. 

The most commonly known type of twins is identi
cal twins. Identical twins results when one sperm ferti
lizes one egg and the egg splits during the early stages 
of pregnancy. One-fourth of all twins born are identical 
twins. 

Many identical twins develop their own language in 
their early years, but by the time they are 5 years old 
they usually dispose of it. 

Some twins may be able to read each other 's minds 
but most twins don't . After spending 90 percent of their 
time together they just know how the other twin thinks 
and what he believes. 

Dr. Louis Keith, who has a twin brother, of North
western University in Evanston, ill, has done studies on 
shared pain between twins. He believe it exists. One 
woman tried to sue an airline because her twin sister was 
killed in a :;,lane crash and she claims she felt her sister's 
pain during the crash. 

'Clock of life' 

Professor Luigi Gedda of the Gedda Institute in 
Rome, Italy, has done a study involving 15,000 twins. 
Gedda has a theory called the "clock of life." The clock 
of life theory states that if an egg splits within 10 days 
of fertilization, the result will be identical twins. If the 
egg splits after the 10th day it will result in what is 
called "mirror image" twins; if it occurs after the 13th 
day the result will be Siamese twins. 

Mirror image twins are twins that are the opposite of 
each other. One t\yin will be left-handed while the other 
is right-handed. Prominent facial features will be on the 
left side of one twin and on the right of the other. When 
these twins look at each other the result will be like 
looking in a mirror. 

If identical male twins marry identical female twins 
their children will genetically be whole brothers and sis
ters. The children of identical twins also are half broth-

ers and sisters genetically because identical twins have 
the same genetic make-up. Children of non-twin brothers 
and sisters are only first cousins. 

Siamese twins are the most publicized because their 
occurrence is so rare. One in every 40,000 to 70,000 
births results in a Siamese birth. Medically they are 
called conjoined twins which means to be joined or to 
share. 

Chang and Eng 

The most famous conjoined Siamese twins were 
Chang and Eng Bunker. The Bunkers were born in 
Siam, today's Thailand, in 1811. They are called the 
original Siamese twins because of their popularity. They 
were joined by a 4 1/2 inch thick and 8 inch long layer 
of skin from their chest to their common navel. They 
shared a liver and kidney and could not have been separ
ated. The ruler of Siam thought they were a bad omen 
so they had to escape from their homeland. No one 
seems to know the exact story of how they escaped just 
that they eventually came to America. They worked 
with a circus until they saved enough money to buy a ' 
farm in Mount Airy,N.C. 

While in NQrth Carolina they met and married the 
Yates sisters of the Blue Ridge Mountains. After a 
while the sisters began to hate each other, so the Bunkers 
ended up getting two farms. They would spend three 
days at Chang's house then three days at Eng's house, 
switching houses every three days. Together Chang 
and Eng fathered 22 children. Chang had three girls and 
seven boys while Eng had five girls and seven boys. 

As they got older Chang became more discontent 
with his life and began to drink heavily while Eng was a 
teetotaler. One night Chang became ill and insisted on 
going to Eng's house in the rain. T.wo days later Eng 
woke up to find Chang dead and then he died two hours 
later. Chang died of a cerebal clot and Eng died from an 
anxiety attack, extreme fear, of being connected to a 
dead man. They were 62 years old. 

Fraternal twins 
The third type of twin is fraternal twins. Fraternal 

twins result when two eggs are fertilized by two sperms. 
Unlike identical and Siamese, fraternal twins can be dif
ferent sexes because they are just siblings born at the 
same time. 

One-half of fraternal twins are male/female. These 
twins, especially male/female, don't seem to share .the 
same closeness as identicals because they are so differ
entnrappearance and aren't apt to be together as much. 

Researchers have conducted studies on twins who 
have been separated since birth or early childhood and 
who were reared in completely different environments. 

Twins who were separated at birth and grew up 
without knowing the other existed say that they always 
felt like a part of themselves was missing until they 
found out they had a twin. One such case involves two 
men who were separated at birth yet have shown several 
similarities throughout their lives. 

James Springer and James Lewis were separated 
when they were 4 weeks old in Piqua, ·obio, and were 
not reunited until they were 39 years old. Both men 
live in Ohio, Lewis in Lima and Springer in Dayton. 

Both Jims had been married twice, first to women 
named Linda and then to women named Betty. Lewis 
named his son James Alan while Springer named his son 
James Allan. 

Twins reunited 

Both had a dog named Toy when they were boys. 
Each one chain-smokes Salems and have vacationed on 
the beach near St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Another incident involving separated twins is the 
case of Dorothy Lowe and Bridget Harrison. They were 
separated weeks after their birth in 1945 and not reunited 
until they were 34 in 1979. 

The most amazing coincidence about the two wom
en is LJiat in 1960 when they were 15 years old they kept 
diaries. The books were the same make, type and color, 
and both books had the same entries filled and the same 
days left blank. 

Twins kept together 

Now twins are kept together when being adopted. 
People say it's cruel to separate them since they are a 
part of each other and most twins who are separated 
don't feel whole until they are reunited. 

One twin put it aptly, "I don't know wh~ I would 
do if I didn't have twin, you singletons must be awfully 
lonely." 
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What's Happening 
oir needs helpers 

Volunteers are needed to serve as game maQagers, 
food booth managers, cooks and bingo coordinators at 
the Amoco company picnic to be held 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
Saturday, May 20, at Hope Arena in Galveston. All 
proceeds go toward funding Choir Tour 1990 to Florida. 
Participants mm,~ be at least. 15 years old. Call Hope 
Shiver at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3911 Ext. 200 or 
Ext. 348 for further information. 

Winners announced 
Sigma Delta held a drawing in the Student Center 

during College Hour Thursday, April 6. Prizes for the 
drawing were three gift certificates good at any Wal
Mart location. First-place:winner Shirley Hadley re
ceived a $250 certificate; second place winner Dottie 
Jones, $150; and third place winner Phil Kloesel, $50. 

Cl holds talent show 
COM Vocal Music Club will sponsor a third semi

annual Talent Show to be held in the Gymnasium Satur
day, April 29, at 7:30 p.m. Admission is $2.50, $2 with 
student ID. All proceeds go toward funding Choir Tour 
1990 to Florida. 

College or the .Mainland student Ray Dahl 
imitates art. The painting by a studellt art
ist is part -of a display in the Fine Arts 
Building courtyard. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Co mencem nt set 
College of the Mainland's1989 graduaton ceremony 

is set for Friday, May 12, in the Physical Education 
Building at 7:30 p.m. Faculty is encouraged to partici
pate in the ceremony and staff is invited to attend. 

Student Activicy. Calendar 
BY DARLENE BURGNER 

Musicians and other performers will perform outside during College Hour Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 12.:30 to 1:30 p.m. In inclement weather performances will be 
held in fhe Student Center. For more information, contact Maryann Urick at (409) 

938-1211, Ext. 418. 

Dptes 
College Hour Specials, Events and Sports 

Activitt 

Monday, Saturday, May 8-13 .............................. Final Evaluations 

ThJrsday, May 11.. .................................. : ........ Grades are due in the Admissions and Records Office by 4 
p.m. for graduating students. 

Friday, May 12 ................................................ Spring Commencement 

Saturday, May 13 ............................................. ADN striping ceremony 

Saturday, May 13 ............................................. End of Spring semester 

Monday, May 15 ........................................ ...... Grades are due in the Admissions and Records Office by 4 
p.m. 

Thursday, May 25 ............................................ Admissions requirements must be met by this date in order 
to be eligible for Credit Registration on June 1. 

Thursday, June 1.. .....•.........................•..........•. Credit Registration (Admissions requirements deadline, May 
25) 

Friday,. June 2 .................................................. Continuing Education ·Registration 

Monday, June 5 .................. , ............................. Classes begin for Summer Session I 

Friday, July 7 ......................................... ·; ......... Admissions requirements must be met by this date in order 
to be eligible for Credit Registration on July 13 

InterCOM apologizes for any inconvenien.ce we caused by printing the wrong location and time for The Fox and 
the Hound. The correct time and place was 1 p.m. in the LRC. 

COM students nominate favorite teachers 
Continued from Page 1 ------------------------------

The outstanding instructor will receive a plaque commemorating the award and will also be rewarded with a 
trip to a teaching workshop to be paid for by COM. 

________ _. _______________ _ 

TV advertising 
affects children 
By GARY A. JENKINS 
Assistant Editor 

Television advertising has been a part of American 
society since its first broadcast in New York City at the 
World's Fair in 1939. Radio advertisers made quick use 
of the new medium. However, only recently have psy• 
chologists begun to examine in depth the effects of tele
vision advertising on children. 

Advertising of food products aimed at children has 
been found to be a factor in the development of un
healthy nutritional habits. As cited in Research on the 
Effects of Television Advertising on Children by the Na
tional Scienc~ Foundation, "Balanced eating habits are 
rarely shown or-emphasized and nutrition is seldom con
sidered." The book also suggests that sweetened cereals 
and candies are presented to appear more desirable than 
healthy foods, such as fruits and vegetables. Also, pre
sweetened cereals and candies with artificial fruit flavors 
are made to appear more delicious than the actual fruit 
itself. 

Repetition in children's advertising is a common 
practice. Children and 1V II by Mariann Winick ex
plains that the more times a child sees a commercial the 
more likely he is to form an opinion that this product is 
neccessary. Repetition has been used by kings, dictators 
and nations throughout history to control their citizens. 
Adolf Hitler used the "big lie" theory on the German 
masses. He repeated lies to the populace so often that 
they began to believe him. By repeating something of
ten, it begins to be believed as truth. 

Toys represent the product most advertised and di
rected at children. Advertisers begin to run children's 
commercials at an increased rate in late August which 
peaks in December when they merge with prime time 
advertising. According to Children and 1V II children 
have a tendency to relate to the promoter whether real or 
animated. A popular theme which utilizes this fact is one 
in which the promoter(s), usually child actors, imply that 
without this product the child is lacking socially and 
their peers will recognize this. 

Winick also states that young children cannot al
ways distinguish between fantasy and reality. In one 
blue jeans commercial a boy was shown to be flying by 
wearing a particular brand of jeans. A child attempted to 
imitate this and jumped from a window to his death, Wi
nick relates in her book. 

The National Association of Broadcasters esta
blished the Children's Advertising Guidelines (SAG) in 
1975 to regulate the possible harmful effects of advertis
ing. The document outlines acceptable advertising prac
tices. Winick states that these guidelines encourage the 
advertisers to use more responsible judgment with re
gard to children. Winick writes in Children and 1V II, 
"They are asked to include documentation to support the 
truthfulness of their claims." 

Research on Effects of Television Advertising on 
Children states,"Since these guidelines have been esta
blished we can see a trend where advertisers have begun 
to stress nutrition, proper diet and exercise. Cereals are 
now being touted for having less sugar, sodium and fat 
and more protein. 

Dr. B. Lee Yorn, psychology and statistics instructor 
at College of the Mainland when asked about the effects 
of advertising on children said, "Preschool children un
derstand little about motives, characters or plots. They 
are most influenced by sounds, action and sights. "They 
are more interested by the flash of the advertisement 

Dr. Yorn suggests, "Television can have both bene
ficial and harmful effects. What truly determines this is 
the viewer's previous social learning and their under
standing of the commercial's content." 
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InterCOM wins 

3 staffers get 
TIPA awards 
By JESSE JOST 
Editorial Board 

Ttie Texas Intercollegiate Press Association has 
awarded InterCOM, College of the Mainland's student 
newspaper, certificates for outstanding work throughout 
1988. InterCOM was notified by mail that it had. won 
three awards during the awards assembly which took 
place in May 1989. 

Fall 1988 Managing Editor Frank A. Plusk took 
third place in the Best News Story division for his story 
concerning the Sept. 1988 theft of a computer from the 
Multidisciplinary Computer Laboratory. Staff Reporter 
Karen McManus O'Neal took third in Best Series. She 
wrote three stories covering environmental pollution. 
1988 fall Photography Editor Ron Bertothy won second 
place in the Best Sports Feature photo division for a bi
cycle in motion. Bertothy, a two-year InterCOM staf
fer, took the picture by strapping the camera to his chest 
and setting the timer so that images of the ground could 
be seen moving beneath his hands on the handlebars and 
the front wheel. 

Other categories in the TIP A newspaper competion 
, include editorial writing, headline writing and feature and Frank Plusk, Karen McManus O'Neal and Ron Bertothy display award certificates they recieved. 

in the May 1989 Texas Intercollegiate Press Association annual print media competition. 

See lnterCOM Page 7 

Student Center changes set 
By TERESA TRYGST AD 
Staff Reporter 

"The changes that are to be made to the Student 
Center will be mainly redecorating to make the surround
ings more pleasurable," said President Larry L. Stanley. 

i 

A total redecoration is planned for the spring, Presi
dent Stanley explained, adding that the renovations will 
include everything from painting to the addition of mod
em furniture. 

President Stanley said that the pool tables will be 
See Student Page 8 

The Network entertains the crowd at College of the Mainland's fall Welcome Back Kickoff Sept. 
19. The Student Activities Board served free drinks and popcorn. (Photo by Christina Bloom) 

(Ph..,to by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Speaker holds 
AIDS seininar 
By CHRISTINA BLOOM 
Staff Reporter 

In an effort to educate people about AIDS, 
College of the Mainland and the Organization of 
African American Culture sponsored a seminar on -
Sept. 21. The guest speaker was Jim Hilton, su
pervisor for Brazoria, Chambers and Galveston 
counties health departments. He is in charge of do
ing the AIDS seminars for those counties.• 

AIDS, or Acquired Immune Deficiency Syn
drome, is defined as an illness in which the body's 
immune system is damaged and no longer has the 
ability to fight off certain cancers and infections, 

Hilton explained. 

"The cause of AIDS is the Human Immuno

deficiency Virus. but not everyone infected with 
the HIV virus develops AIDS," the speaker stated. 

"It is estimated that only 25 to 50 percent of 
the people infected with Lin:-- virus will develop 
AIDS,'' Hilton explained, "An aJditional 25 to 30 

percent develop less severe illnesses with such 
symptoms as chronic and unexplained fever, 
weight loss, marked fatigue and diarrhea." 

See Guest Page 3 
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SAB members, Joe Velasquez and Zachery Matthews (right), serve hot dogs at the student / em
ployee picnic, Sept. 24 at Jack Brooks Park in Hitchcock. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM picnic offers fun and food 
By GREG CALLAHAN 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland sponsored a student/ 
employee picnic Sept. 24. "This picnic is held once dur
ing the fall and once during the spring semesters," said 
Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recreational Programs. 
The picnic was held at Jack Brooks Parle located between 
Hitchcock and Santa Fe. 

This event, made possible by the Student Activities 
Boarcl, provided an opportunity to. make new friends and 
have lots of fun at the same time. A good mix ·of stu
dents, faculty and staff attended the picnic. Zack Ma
thews estimated that this year 7 S to ~ 00 people attend
ed. 

Plenty of hot dogs, chips, cookies and cold sodas 
were available throughout the day. Activities such as 

volleyball and softball games, water balloon fights, 
horseshoes, flag football and bingo were provided. Only 
the winners of the bingo games · were awarded prizes, 
which included checkers or chess games, tool kits, sun
glasses and dictionaries. 

The SAB set up games just for children, and every 
participating child won a prize. 

The bingo and volleyball games drew the most peo
ple. 

The volunteer workers arrived at the park at 10 a.m. 
to set. up games for the picnic which lasted from 1 p.m 
to 6 p.m. 

"A lot of hard work goes into making the picnic a 
big success each semester," Urick said. This year's vol
unteers included Urick, Eva Neinas, Bill Flowers, Mat
thews, Craig Leach, Michael Mills, Brett Rachel, Carol 
Johnson and this reporter. 

Driit welcoD1es you to InterCOM 
By JESSE JOST 
Editorial Board 

Welcome to this fall's first edition of the InterCOM. 
I can only hope that you, the gentle reader, are satisfied 
with this paper. As an humble editor, I try to give you 
something that entertains, informs or satisfies in some 
way the hidden hunger you feel for a good read. Never is 
it my intent to insult or displease your delicate reader
sensati vity. 

It is therefore my responsibility to you to create an 
inviting and homely environment within the context of 
these eight pages. 

I would be too bold and vain to present this µnder 
the assumption that no_ fault would be found within this 
paper. The myriad of possible errors can be _overlooked 
countless times before the actual printing. So oftentimes 
it is the righteous reader who is the victim and caller of 
errors. Please tell papa if you aren't happy. 

In this world of print, there is oft the formal and 
sometimes informal (as is necessary in journalism more 
often than not) relationship between the penman and 

reader: It is my intent to provide a mixture o~ botli fla
vo?-9 Iierein, so as to avoid I.he possibility of creating 

'du"J i•"reading environs. Thusly, it is my wish to bring 
f CU in and make you "part of the family" so to speak. In 
so doing, I am going to impart something that we can 
share. Something that is quite personal, and something 
that we can watch blossom over the next several 
months. 

I am going to change my name. I do this for the 
purpose of self-fulfillment and cordial integrity towards 
you, the kind readers that you are. Since my birth until 
now, my name has been Jesse Robert Jost. Henceforth, 
you shall know me as Drutmeyer Z. Barneswello. The 
purity of this change is sublime. A token for all to en
joy. Partake! Welcome to home, where your food is 
waiting and beds are made. 

The "Z" ~f course is for Ziegfriedo, and that's an old 
language derivitive from somewhere meaning great treas
ure. 

An humble editor, 
Drut. 

Vickie 
Fisher 

Rape. It's a fourJetter word.:/!. dii;ty -word. And 
· .~Ii all over the world aremgb~~evmterri,. 
&d.byit,.. ... \ . 

In a ~nt rape case~. the ~ .~m dis
pl~.an an:haic .anitude by aJ!pV(Jpgap,AC£~ 
rapiijlQ be ooqllitted on ·tfie· ~ ·•·~ •".she asked 

J.for it;(; tQ useJhe.wor<ls o{J~.for-•llQY .Dia-··. 

t~~i~ involvedaZZ--~~ ~ who 
tesutledshe had been abducted and'nll)e(l at ~ife.
point by Steven Lord. a 26-year+-0ld drifter~ The 
woman .. was dressed in a whit.e lace .l'.llitfukirt with 
no underwear. Defense attorney TunDay told jur
ors the woman agreed to bave ~ with Lord in ex
change for $100 and cocaine. according to tlte 
HtJ~t<,n fQst. , .. 

· ofw/te!t~~=!:!~t~=··'· 
solieiflteiself. and the man .f()f theilbductioi,: and 
rape>In.' case·tbat did not ~ .tobe open~and
. sfurt;· how is il that a jury of threemep ·and three 
women came to a decision so qUictljf . 

. it seems die courtS ate hav-ing ailifficutt·time 
in ~fiilirigow:hasie human tight~ that~ guaran
reecJ,10us·tn the Constitution. Does a:woinan.have 

,&f:V~~ 
··_~pe;regardless ofilie ciroomstance.s, should 

ney~bedismissed so lightly. ltis4S~ient.crime 
.. that can.strip-the victim of her independence and 

self~~ .. Jf this court case sets .a precedent, 
wom<j will 0() .longer have unbiased tepreseni. 
donni •ihe court eystem. And thatis'the greatest 
teai:of a11. · · · 

.. -· ::t?' .. ·•:• 

l@~~Bffim\ 
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Hungary haunts 
exchagge student 

By SUZANNE jeLiARGROVE 
Staff Reporter❖ • JL 

Nestled between lliebol'ders of Romania. Ok- • · 
choslavakia, the 'Sovlet Union. Austria and Yug0:
slavia. and bidden behind the Iron Curtain, llunga-
ry is a countty that many have beard of~ but not 
thought of until recently. 

In an exchange program with RotarY ~ma~ 
tional. six. other stw:lents and I had the opportunify 
last summer to visit Hupgwr. For one mOJlth\ve. 
stayed wilhfamiliesin a small 10wn called Ceg;led; .. 
about 30 miles south of Budapest. Hungary's capP .... 
tot Many times we were restricted to backyards. Qt' ·•·· 

forced to sleep behind blocked doors. We have yet 
to figure out the puq:,ose of this. 

In <me month lleamed what it was lllce to be 
rich. to be poor. to be hungry and to be free. 

Although in the past few months Hungary has 
broken many of its tie$. with the Soviet UniQJJ 

, .. ~gns of e<>.qunun~: ~ •- seen .-. ~verywh~~-••l;f8 .... · 
$tars hang from 'b.uildiggs, monuments and~;;( 
Even a Coca~Cola cannot be bought without die / .. 
reminder of a larger, overbearing power. Bach / 
bottle beats a .red star. ·· 

Unlike the United States, the majority of the 
citizens earn their income through unskilled labor~ . 

The class systends very different from <>UIS, 
with doctots and lawyers making considerably less 
than they do in this oountry. The government pro-: 
vides all medical care. This is Icnown as socialistic 
medicine. I had ~ys. beard that students were~ 
signed professions to study. However, teens areal
lowed to choose anypath they wish to follow. But 
getting into a university may be a little more diffi
culL It is true that children of communist leaders 
antomatieally are accepted into universities and 
given their choice of jobs when they graduate. 

Yowig people do not go to movies or cluJ>s 
for entertainment. although they are available, 
Parents strongly d,i:$a8f«!e with thi~ sort of ".wasted 
time." and encourage teens to enjoy more "cull\lt ..... . 
ml" activities Sll9~~ lfieater. museums and sigljJJ i 
seeing. 

The food in Hungary leaves much to be de~ 
sired. Choice enttees include brains. horse.meat, 
raw pork and beef, and worst-0f all. cow's tongue. 

Needless.to say. I lived on crepes and bread ·· 

Some of the Hungarians we met were often 
very self-pityin~ always saying that Americans 
did not work'~Ol'. appreciate what they bat~ 
We bad probteuui ~g with this opinion ari<t .... 

· :°:!!fn~~~t:~~b:at~; I 
could really convince them was with out attitudes:\,. · 
·about life in AmeiicLtlhink it payed off. 

Overall. my experience. is one that l will never 
forget. And freedom . is something l will never 
again take for grante<L 

Kr1p 
St"vcteN"t 

(e~er 
E lev'a:t0 f' 

0 ~ cf Oril~r 

Letter to the Editor 
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Ohl Co~e ON! 

· Reader sympathetic to cat editorial 
Dear Editor, 

Bravo! We need more articles in papers expos
ing vivisection. 

I want you to know that we are forming a 
Galveston County branch of the Houston Animal 
Rights Team. We had our first meeting with 15 
people, and we expect to grow. Our goals are all 
non-violent, and mutual support and friendship is a 
major focus. 

If you are interested in us and would like to at
tend a meeting, we would love to have you. You 
can reacch us at (409) 763-1700 (home), 207 Bar-

racuda Ave., Galv. 77550. I hope you are interest
ed as a potential member. 

In any event. thanks for the article. 

Syd Singer 
"' 

Editor's note: This letter is a response to the editor 
of The Causeway, Stacy Gilbert. Gilbert's editorial 
described the cruelty inflicted on cats in laborato
ries without the use of anesthetics. The Causeway 
was printed in August and was the premiere issue 
of a collaboration between Galveston College and 
College of the Mainland. 

SAB sponsors biannual blood drive 
By CHRISTINA BLOOM 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's Fall Blood Drive, spon
sored by the Students Activities Board was held Oct. 10 
and 11 in the Student Center in Room SC-120 from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. The Blood Center of Houston took the 
blood. 

In order to have participated in the drive, several cri
teria had to be met, according to Maryann Urick. Anyone 
older than 18.was allowed to donate blood without a par
ent's permission, but 17-year-olds had to have permis
sion to give blood. Your weight had to be more than 110 
pounds and you had to be in good health. On each day of 
the drive, a blood screening determined whether or no -
you could donate blood, and it was a good idea to ear1a · 
big healthy breakfast the day you donated. ~ • 

Donating blood required several procedures. On the 
day a person donated, he filled out an appointment card, 
whici1 helped set the appointment times. Next he filled 
out forms, which served as a type of blood screening and 
then a small amount of blood was taken. The small vial 
of blood was then sent along with the others to a lab to 
test for AIDS. Blood pressure also was measured, be
cause if it was either too high or too low the person 
could not donate. Finally the temperature was taken and 
he was ready to donate. The procedure took about 30 
minutes. 

"At COM's last blood drive, hrlcl in February, 116 
people donated blood. The goal this fall is to get more 
than 116 people," said Maryann Urick, SAB sponsor. 
The final number of people donating was not known at 
press time. The blood drive was primarily for COM stu
dents, faculty and staff. 

COM offers students wide ·choice of clubs to join 
By TRISHA SHAFl<'ER 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland has many cl11bsfor students 
to become involved in, according to a flier available in 
COMs gym. 

The Organization of African American Cultt.u-e is a 
Black Student Union organized as a forum in whi-::h stu
dents can explore issues of concern to them as well_ as 
helping them with the educational, social and cultural 
conditions of minorities on campus. 

The Intercultural Student Organization introduces 
cultural experiences from around the world to studentS at 
COM. 

The Outdoor Club strives to bring together people 
who have a common interest in the outdoors. Meetings 
are held once a month on the first Wednesday of the 
month at 7 p.m. in the Student Center in Room SC-

120. 
The College of the Mainland Amigos is an organiza

tion which strives to establish a link betJeen the Me;xi
can-American community on the campus for a better un
derstanding and awareness of higher educational 
opportunities. 

Phi Theta Kappa is an honor society which encour
ages continuing academic excellence. Students who want 
to join may apply for membership. One must have a 
grade point average of 3.6 to join, and maintain at least a 
3.0 to retain memI?ership. 

The Texas Nursing Students' Association promotes 
nursing as a profession as well as fellowship among 
nursing students at COM. The organization sponsors 
fund-raising activities throughout the year in addition to 
fonnal and infonnal activities. 

Women In Support is a women's group which pro
vides an opportunity for educational and informational 
exchange. It also serves as a support group for students. 

The COM Vocal Music Club is a program used to 
unite people who are interested in developing musical 
excellence. The club supports COM choral ensemble ac
tivities through fund-raisers, public relations support and 
community awareness. 

I ' 
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More than 200 attend COM's '89 fall kickoff 
By VICKIE FISHER 
Editorial Board 

College of the Mainland's Fall Welcome Back Kick
off was held Sept. 19 in front of the Learning Resources 
Center. More than 200 students and faculty attended the 
event, according to Maryann Urick, Student Activities 
Board sponsor. 

The SAB sponsored the event,.and served free drinks 
and popcorn to those attending. Houston area-rock group 
The Networlc: t,!ovided the music, while Urick videotaped 
the festivities. ~ 

The Network played a variety of music ranging from 
rock and roll to Top 40 hits. Lead vocalist Jeri Emerick 
belted out a few tunes, including "R-O-C-K in the 
U.S.A." Keyboardist Lauren Brown sang the lead to 
"Dressed for Success." 

During a break in the music, President Larry L. 
Stanley gave a speech welcoming new and returning stu
dents to COM. He also discussed the function of the 
SAB, which is to sponsor various COM activities. Pres
ident Stanley then asked all the attending members of 
SAB to come forward and introduce themselves . 

. After the president's speech, representatives of each 
of the on-campus clubs and organizations took turns giv
ing promotional speeches for their group. Each represen
tative gave a brief description of their group's function 
and then promoted the upcoming activities their group 
has planned. 

When the speeches were over, the band played a few 
more songs. Guitarist Amado Santos gave a strong le1d 
vocal performance on "So Alive," which was reminis
cent of the group, Love 'n' Rockets, who originally re
corded the song. Emerick's powerful lead vocals on Joan 
Jet's "I Hate Myself for Lovin' You" would have put Jet 
to shame. The group finished the show with Stevie 
Nicks' "Stand Back," and several members of the audi
ence commented on how much Emerick sounded like 

The Student Activities Board members, Brett Rachel, Bridget Duran, John Garza, Norma Wegele
ben and Becky Cheek, serve free soft drinks and popcorn during the Fall Welcome Back Kickoff 
held Sept. 19 (Photo courtesy of Office of Public Information) 

Nicks. 
Other members of The Network include Jeff Free, 

bass guitar and Steve Schertz, drummer. The group per
forms in Houston nightclubs such as the Pig and 
Whistle II on Richmond and Mike's Place on Bellaire. A 
monthly schedule of booking dates can be obtained by 
calling Dennis Lange Promotions at (713)784-7723. 

The technical difficulties the group experienced did 

not detract from their performance, and despite the heat 
and the fact that there were not enough tables for every
one, the event seemed to go well. It was well worth the 

time, and this reporter didn't even mind (much) having to 
sit in the grass! 

Renaissance fair brings past alive . S.AB activities listed 
By PENNY BARRERA 
Staff Reporter 

By JESSE JOST 
Editorial Board 

) 

"Good day Lords and Ladies of the realm!" is the 
greeting that welcomes you to the colorful time of yes
teryear, the Renaissance Festival that comes to Magno
lia each fall. 

This festival, which attempts to capture the age of 
the Renaissance, is your chance to explore the wonders 
of England during the 15th through 17th centuries. 

The festival grounds are quite large and laid out in 
the semblance of an old English town during the renaiss
sance era. You can walk down the town's cobblestone 
paths and peer into shoppes featuring crystal, leather, 
hats and iron-wrought weaponry. Maps are available to 
help you find your way from one area io the next. 

As you walk the grounds you can see the likes of 
street urchins, King Henry VIII, boisterous, breast
baring barmaids and pauper musicians. There is also a 

variety of traditional food and drink to chose from, in
cluding turkey limbs, cider and Coke. And if you're in
terested in having your future told, various gypsy tarot 
card and palm readers will welcome you into their dens. 

Folks go each year for this 10-year-old tradition and 
deck themselves out in the outlandish threads of the Ren
aissance period. This is not a requirement, but certainly 
lends to the enjoyment of the day. The many actors and 
actresses do splendid jobs breathing life into the fair. 
King Arthur can be found wandering with Guenevere and 
Sir Lancelot. You can also spend time listening to the 
talented musicians playing the airy passages of Renais
sance music through the traditional voices of flutes, 
lyres and harps, or even watch the 8-foot tall ogre/ 

comedian tell his rotten jokes while picking his nose and 
breaking wind. 

Various points of interest include team mudfighting, 
challenging your friends to bouts of bean-bag bashing 
while mounted on sawhorses, watching a genuine black
smith forging weapons and visiting with the many arti
sans selling their craft. Many people adopt a rather cock
ney accent while at the fair, and you can, too. 

The festival is apt to be slightly different from ,year 
to year due to additions and changes in an effort to create 
greater authenticity. Though there is no electricity, and 
the park closes at dark, there are public restrooms with 
real toilets. College of the Mainland sponsored a trip to 
this year's Renaissance Festival on Sept. 30, headed by 
Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recreational Programs. 

You should probably go if you've never gone before, 
or if you'd like to see any changes that may have come 
since last you went. The experience is worthwhile. One 
word of caution: Too many turkey legs can cause stom
ach upset. Amidst the lack of electricity in this time.of 
Renaissance, it's nice to know you can pack a roll of 
Tums in your back pocket. 

The Student Activities Board at College of the 
Mainland has planned and is conducting various ac
tivities for students during the fall semester. 

As usual, several grade A movies will be 
shown free to COM students, faculty and staff, as 
well as area residents. Still to be shown are Rain 
Man, Oct. 20-21; Indiana Jones and The Last 
Crusade, Nov. 17-18;,and Cinderella, Dec. 8-9. 
All showings are at 7 p.m. in the Learning Re
source Center Auditorium, L131, except for the 
Dec. 9 showing of Cinderella at 2 p.m. 

Durir.g October, you can get involved in 
COM's semi-annual Blood Drive. For donating 
blood you will receive a blood drive T-shirt and a 
mug. The blood drive is set for Oct. 11 and 12 in 
the Student Center. 

A Halloween Extravaganza, featuring the Chi
nese Golden Acrobats and Magicians of Taipei, is 
set for Oct. 28 in the gym beginning at 6 p.m. 

November carries a list of activities you won't 
want to miss. The second annual Pre-Holiday 
Dance, co-sponsored by COM and Galveston Col
lege, will be held at the San Luis Hotel Nov. 1. 
Also the 12th Annual Texas Turkey Trot, a 1/4, 
1, 3 and 6 mile fun run will be held Nov. 18. 

December focuses on Christmas with a party 
and a Christmas Tree Drawing in the Student 
Center Dec. 7. 

For more information call (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, Ext. 417 or 418. 
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COM theater presents The Ne rdthroughOct.29 
By ALAIN BIANCHI 
Editorial Board 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre is once 
again bringing joy and laughter into hundreds of lives 
with their performance of Larry Shoe's comedy The 
Nerd. 

This chaos of a comedy is built on the premise of 
confusion and mixed messages. It begins innocently 
enough with Willum Cubbert, a successful architect. 
Willum is celebrating his 31st birthday when he receives 
a message that Rick Steadman, who saved his life years 
ago in Vietnam, is planning on visiting Willum that 
night. 

When Rick first walks through the door, we learn 
the awful truth - Rick is a nerd ! The pressure builds as 
mishap follows mishap and Willum is tom between his 
commitment to Rick and the commitment to his own 
personal well-being. 

The situation mounts with Willum's increasingly 
impatient girlfriend, Tansy, deciding to leave town, and 
Willum's client, Warnock Walgrave, becoming increas
ingly demanding. All the while .Rick shows no intention 
of leaving. 

The cast is a mix of newcomers and seasoned vete
rans who add their own charm and style to make this a 
funny play. Patrick Haggard portrays Willum. Likable 
from the beginning, Haggard successfully displays the 
qualities which make his character enjoyable. 

James Raby makes his first performance in a COM 
production as Axel Hammond, Willum's sarcastic friend. 
Raby, with his dry humor and pessimistic wit, kept me 
laughing throughout the performance. 

Cliff Mabry, who was selected as an Outstanding 
COM Alumni last year, plays the dweebish Rick Stead
man. Mabry was cast in the same role in Galveston Col
lege's summer production of The Nerd . All I can say 
about his performance is that I have never seen anyone 
as nerdy as Rick, and that his interpretation of the char

acter was flawless. 
Veteran actor V. W. Uher perform the part of War

nock Walgrave, the successful businessman whose night 
(not to mention his $250 shoes) is ruined by the nerd. 
The way he handles the situation is humorous and quite 
funny. 

Amy Warren, who was in COM's fall production of 
Coastal Disturbances, plays Tansy, Willum's impatient 
girlfriend. Warren was adept in her role and funny, espe
cially in the scene in which she is serving dinner and the 
nerd tries to throw his away in the garbage. This scene is 
an example of the nerd's lack of social graces that Warren 
tries to come to terms with in the play. 

Kathy Lamkin plays Clelia, Walgrave's wife, who 
besides having to deal with an obnoxious son and a per
turbed husband must deal with the outcome of the nerd's 
personality. The way she deals with the stress is guaran
teed to make you laugh. 

John Carrol, an 8-year-old who .has been selected to 
screen test for a movie in Canada, appears as Walgrave's 
son, Thor. Thor's first encounter with the nerd is one of 
the funniest scenes in this play. 

The Nerd plays Thursdays through Saturdays at 8 
p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. with the last performance 
being Oct. 22. For ticket information, call ( 409) 938-
1211 or (713) 280-3991. 

On left, Patrick Haggard as William attempts to 
demonstrate to Cliff Mabry, who plays Rick Stead
man, bow to use a camera. 

(Photo courtesy of COM theater department) 

A backstage look at theater productions at COM 
The next step is the auditions. The process for a 

straight show is different from a musical. Auditions may 
take two hours or two weeks depending on how hard the 
mies are to cast. The first step to auditions is the cast
call. This gives the time and place of where the auditions 

By SUZANNE K. HARGROVE 
Staff Reporter 

Nearly everyone has had the opportunity to go to the 
theater and see a production. But normany people know 
how much work goes into one or exactly what goes on 
behind the scenes. 

"Bringing together" a show takes months of advance 
planning. And as soon as the opening night of one pro
duction is over, work begins on the next play. 

The director initiates the process by choosing a 
script and studying it carefully. He decides exactly what 
it is - moods or ideas - that he wants to bring across to 
the audience. He then shares his ideas with the set de
signer, costumer and lighting designer. They all work 
closely together to determine the color of the set, the 
color of the costumes and the color of the lights. Each 
one of these factors is important in setting the mood of 
the production. 

will be held. 
On the cast list - the list of play characters - is a 

brief description of what each character is like, physical
ly as well as mentally. If the show is a straight show, 
the person auditioning will read the part of a character. 
But if the show is a musical, dances are taught and mu
sic is prepared. Then, individually, actors perform for the 
director giving him the opportunity to choose who he 
thinks is the best at bringing across to the audience what 
he sees in the role. 

After the director makes his decision, he may hold 
callbacks. The most promising people who auditioned 
initially read again to give the director another chance to 
make a decision. By phone or callboard - a posted list -

people are notified whether or not they have been cast. 
Once the show is cast, rehearsals begin. At College 

of the Mainland rehearsals take place every week night 
from 7 p.m. until 10 p.m. and sometimes on Saturdays 
and Sundays as well. 

At the first cast meeting the actors read through the 
script and the director shares some of his ideas of how 
the roles should be portrayed. For one month the actors 
meet, slowly going through the process of blocking -
where they are to stand, sit or walk - memorizing sing
ing and dancing, and finally performing. 

Each person, whether the main · actor or simply an 
usher, plays an important role in the production . .aach 
one must be prepared to keep things running smo()thly, 
and to set the proper atmosphere. 

Until someone has actually experienced the produc
tion process, he really can't appreciate how much work, 
time and effort go into a production. 
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Sports/Features 
COM's weight equipment benefits program 
By VICKIE FISHER 

Editorial Board 

During the Summer II semester the College of the 
Mainland Physical Education Department remodeled its 
weight room and updated the weight equipment. These 
changes will greatly improve the weight training pro
tion instructor. 

Among the reasons cited for the change are increased 
student enrollment and outdated weight equipment. The 
department also expressed a need to provide a more well
rounded program than was previously poSSl"ble. 

"Any time you have any kind of weight program it 
increases your strength and endurance rate," John Hud
son, a fire cadet at COM, stated, "So that really helps 
out in firefighting capabilities." 

Bass explained that the administration had allotted 
the additional funds because of renewed interest in the 

physical education program. 
The equipment was purchased from U.S. Fitness, a 

company that provides weight equipment to professional 
gyms and schools in this area. The majority of the 

equipment is made by Pro-Maxima, with the exception 
of the leg extention machine, which is made by Nauti-

lus. 
"It reminds me of the latest President and First Lady 

that was built," Eric Bell, COM sophomore, said. 
- The types of equipment chosen were the pin-select 

machines with block-type weights (the amount of 
weight is chosen by inserting a pin in a slot below the 
desired weight) and free weights (barbells and dumb
bells). 

The pin-select machines are set up with individual 
stations instead of the former circuit type, and there also 
are more free weights. 

"The equipment is various enough so that people 
can isolate particular problems they want to work on," 
noted Brett Jarrett, an English instructor at COM who 
works out in the weight room three times a week. "Be-

fore, the equipment was so much smaller in number and 
S<? general in its capacity that people were too unin

formed and confused to make anything of it." 
The final cost of the weight equipment, which in

cludes the pin-select machines and the free weight equip
ment, is $}5,524.10, according to Jerry Bryant, physical 
education instructor. 

The rooms that were remodeled are Fitness Room 
120, which is where the pin-select machines are located 
and Room P-112, which is whrte the free weights which 
is where the pin-select machines are located and Room 

P-112, which is where the free weights are located. The 
old weight room is being used for testing and aerobics. 

"I think it's so much better than it used to be," com
mented Jarrett, "Several people I know are interested in it 
that didn't used to go over there." 

The room with the pin-select machines is open 
whenever a class is not in session. The free weight room 

has a student assistant on duty Monday through Friday 
from 8a.m. to 9 a.m., 1 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., and 7 1p.m. 
to 10 p.m. This room is kept locked when no one is 'on 
duty. 

Fire cadets in weight room: Tom McKenna bench presses while Todd Arlen- "spots" him. John 
Lacey stands, watching from the side. (Photo by Christina Bloom) 
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Gallery displays Bob, Marshall, Templer art 
By ALAIN BIANCHI 

Editorial Board 

College of the Mainland's Art Gallery is currently 
highlighting the works of three different instructors from 
the college. 

Judy Bob, Mona Marshall and James Templer, the 
artists on exhibition, each show ,distinct and individual 
avenues of artistic expression within their disphlys. 

Boh has taught ceramics and sculpture at COM since 
1980. Her work consists mostly of colored viscosity 
etchings with chine colle'. "There is much repetitive 

symbolism in my prints that speaks about the intuitive
ness of women," Bob is quoted in the gallery brochure. 
Her work is mostly abstract, accented by definite femin
istic qualities, such as her sculpture called "Justinia" 
which is shaped as an obvious female figure. • 

Marshall has taught printmaking and photography 
at COM since 1978. Her art in the gallery consists 
mainly of photographs and a few sketches. Most of her 
ph?los display nature and industrialism in an uneasy co
eXIStence. "I have always felt at home in the dry prairie 
lands, and I am deeply disturbed that the austere beauty 
of this land has been relinquished so easily in the name 
of commercial profits and our own compliance," Mar
shall says of her works in the gallery brochure. 

Templer's art also is featured in the gallery. An in~ 
structor of painting, drawing and design at COM since 
1976, Templer shows a pronounced interest in the re
gional landscape as a basis for his paintings. · "I want to 
paint the shapes, colors and rhythms of the Texas land
scape," Templer says in the brochure. "I also want to ex
plore close up the small unnoticable elements of this 
larxlscat>e. ti 

Art Gallery Director Richard William Lizza has a 
deep concern that students know of the availability of 
the gallery to the viewing public. "I would like to see 
the gal lery facilities better utilized by the student po -
pulace at large," Liu.a said. "The gallery represents a uni 
que cultural opportunity for the students." 

Mona Marshall, James Templer and Judy Bob pose with their art at the College of the Mainland 
Art Faculty Show. On display at the COM Art Gallery through Oct. 13. 

(Photo courtesy of Office of Public Information) 

The opening reception for the exhibition was held 
Sept 14 and is on display through Oct. 13. An atte~dent 
is on duty to show the gallery from 10 am. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. The gallery also is open an 
hour before each showing of a COM play. 

lnterCOM second-time TIPA award • winner 
Continued from Page 1----------

sports writing. TIPA also has competition for TV and 
radio newswriting. 

All works for 1988 were submitted by Astrid H. 
Lowery.journalism instructor and InterCOM adviser, by 
the deadline of Dec. 31, 1988. Five consecutive issues 
were submitted in order to be considered for judging. 

The first time InterCOM, under Lowery's direction, 

MCL computers 
for student use 
By REDA ABOULEISH 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland students have the opportu
nity to learn how to use computers in the Multidiscipli
nary Comp1:1ter Laboratory located in the Technical Vo
cational Building in room T-320. 

The MCL has a variety of computers available to 
students, including Apple Macintosh, Apple Ile and IBM 
computers. FurthefII!.ore, laser printers, .which give a 
quality image to documents, are available for student 
use. 

Sarah Garrett, the supervisor of the MCL, believes 
having these computers is an advantage for students. Re
search shows student perfonnance is increased while stu
dent learning time is decreased when computers are in
volved in teaching. The computer programs range from 
calculus to music. Each disk has a tutorial section, a 
drill and practice section, and programs dealing with the 
subjects studied. 

l 

The MCL is open Mondays and Tuesdays from 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m., Wednesdays and Thursdays from 8 am. · 
to 6 p.m., and Fridays from 8 a.m. to_ 4 p.tn. A COM 
student I.D. is required to use a computer, and assistance 
in operating the computers •is available at all times. 

participated in the TIP A competionr the paper won two 
awards in May 1988 for submissions covering spring 
and fall of 1987. Stacy Gilbert, spring 1988 InterCOM 
and summer 1989 Causeway editor, won first place in 
headline writing, while acting as assistant to the editor at 
that time. Michael Murphy, managing editor for fall 
1987, won an honorable mention for a news story. 

TIPA divisions are based on the size of the college 
or university. Newspaper contests have three divisions, 
Division 1 inludes colleges with enrollment above 
7,500. Division 2 includes colleges with enrollment he-

tween 3,000 and 7,499 students, and Division 3 encom
passes a student population of 2,999 and below. With an 
en_rollment ?f roughly 3,800 students, Lowery said, "I 
think we did really well, being one of the smallest 
schools in the division." 

~A began in 1909 at Baylor University with the 
meebng of several university and college students. Origi
nally there were only seminars and awards for students 
who compet~ on their own campuses for the right to 
represent therr own schools. Today, TIPA includes con
~sts_ covering all forms of media, with various catego
nes m each. 

The fall 1989 lnterCOM staff shares a light moment during production. The editorial board, 
seated from left, includes Vickie Fisher, Jesse Jost and Alain Bianchi. Staff reporters from 
left are Trisha Shaffer, Christina Bloom, Reda Abouleish, Penny Barrera, Greg Callahan, 
Suzanne Hargrove, (lnterCOM adviser, Astrid H. Lowery) and Teresa Trygstad. 

(Photo by Sally Hudnall ) 
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What's Happening 

Students use the computers in College of the Mainland's MCL located in the Technical • Voca
tional Building. See related story on Page 7. (Photo courtesy of Debbie Holt) 

Student Center to get new look 
Continued from Page 1---------

mov.ed into foe present meeting room. The fireplace, be
cause it is never used, will be taken out and replaced by 
the television. The eating area will remain the same, but 
booth seating may be added. Huge banners will hang 
from the ceiling of the eating area to create the effect of a 
lower ceiling. The lighting in the eating area may also be 
redone to get rid of the existing "ugly" lights. 

A proposed major renovation is the glassing in of 
both outside deckings facing the duck pond and making 
them an addition to the interior. The deck on the right 
side of the Student Center will be combined with a part 
of the existing lounge to create a private meeting room. 
When not needed for meetings, this area will be open to 
students. The other glassed-in deck will have a stage for 
group presentations. 

"We hope the process will begin in the upcoming 
spring semester," President Stanley stated. When asked 
how long the Student Center renovations are expected to 
take, he said he hopes no longer than two months. 

At times, during the two months of renovations, the 
Student Center will have to shut down, but some of the 
work can be done while it is operating, President Stanley 
explained. 

The total cost of the project, which includes the Stu
dent Center, is expected to be between $850,000 and $1 
million. President Stanley said, "The school already has 
the money. It came from revenue bonds." 

In addition to the Student Center, the project might 
include a public access elevator in the Learning Resource 
Center, renovations to the Fine Arts Bui,ding and "sign
age" for the parking lots. 

A new Industrial Education Building, which will 
house the welding and mechanics classes, also is pro
posed. It will be constructed on the east side of campus. 
When those classes are moved out of the Technical
Vocational Building, the empty classrooms may be reno
vated and used for other classes. 

A parking lot will be constructed near the proposed 
Industrial Education Building, behind the Math Science 
Building. A road will be built to service this parking lot. 

Come to the CAVE 
College of the Mainland offers some one-on-one 

time for you and your instructor. The Center for Aca
demic and Vocational Enrichment is located on the sec
ond floor in the library in the back-right section. 

CA VE is designed to allow an opportunity for stu
dents to confer with their instructor about class-related 
thoughts or problems. _ 

CA VE is open Monday through Friday, with in
structors present at their assigned time. Ask your in
structor for personal hours. Not all instructors partici
pate, and you may have to make appointments for• 
Fridays. 

So like your early ancestors, seek comfort in the 
CA VE, and come out as an evolved student! 

CC f ost(!r parents 
The Catholic Charities division of the Galveston Di~ 

ocese is looking for foster families to care for children 
whose families are experiencing a temporary crisis. 

To become fc,<,ter parents a couple must be 25 years 
or older and have been married at least two years. 

The first meeting for prospective foster parents is 
scheduled for Tuesday, Oct. 24, from 10 a.m. tq noon in 
the C.C.'s office at 3520 Montrose (between W. Alaba
ma and Westheimer) in Houston. 

For more information call the Catholic Charities 
Foster Care Department at (713) 526-4611. 

OAAC new name 
The Black Student Union has officially changed its 

name to The Organization of African American Culture. 

The OAAC has developed a tentative calendar of 
events for the 1989-90 academic year, reflecting the or
ganization's desire to better educate and emphasize the 
African American cultural heritage for all students at 
COM. ' 

For more information on this organization, contact 
OAAC sponsor Al Bass at (409) 938-1211, Ext. 419. 

Guest speaker enumerates AIDS symptoms 
Continued from Page 1 -----------------------------------"-':'.· _________________ 1 

The AIDS virus was first discovered in the 
United States in 1981. At first AIDS was not giv-

en attention because it was discovered in homosex
ual males. Some religious people felt that con
tractio.g AIDS was "God's will," Hilton 
e~lained. 

"This is his way of cleansing the world of the 
weaklings, .. Hilton quoted religious people as say
ing. Then he stated, "But then grandmothers started 
contracting the virus, so the government decided to 
take AIDS more seriously and look into the prob
lem." 

To illustrate the seriousness of AIDS, the 
speaker gave the following statistics. In Galveston 
County there have been 87 diagnosed cases of 
AIDS since 1981. Out of those 87 cases 51 have 
died. By 199 l itis estimated that 200 to 225 peo
ple will be infected with the virus. In Galveston 
County, Hilton said,"Fifteen hundred to 2,000 
people walking around are .i.nfected with the virus 
and are not aware of it.'' 

When it comes to AIDS, people are divided 
into four categories: 1) those who ate not infected 
with the virus, the biggest group; 2) people infect
ed who do not knq_w it; 3) people with AIDS re
lated complex; and 4) those who have died from it 
or will die ftom it. 

The reason the people in the second category 
have AIDS bot don't know is because they have no 
symptorn.s .. According to Hilton,. "They look: OK 
and feel OK." In the' third category people have 
symptoms but not enough to cause death. And in 
the fourth, symptoms are severe enough to cause 
death. 

Symptoms include diarrhea lasting several 
months, severe weight loss in excess .of 20 to 30 
pounds, night sweats. and swollen lymph glands 
in the neck, groin or underarm areas. An example 
ijilton cited of night sweats is that of Rock Hud
son. ''Before Hudson died. his roommate said that 
Hudson's night sweats were to the point that they 

• had to sleep in separate rooms because he felt like 
be was in a shower." 

When someone dies as a result of AIDS, it is 
t .. ,... . ' ... 

not the AIDS virus that kills, but the diseases that 
are contracted as a result of the virus. The most 
common disease is pneumonia. The two most 
common causes of death are Pneumocystis carinii 
(pep) and Kaposi's sarcoma, a rare type of cancer. 

AIDS is transmitted in a variety of ways. Hil
ton said. The most common is sexual intercourse 
with an infected partner. The second most com
mon is . sharing needles with intravenous drug users 
who are infected. A third way is havjng received 

• ,., • ., , . ·' C .. , .. , .,., 

blood or blood products prior to April 1985. before 
screening of donated blood began. Pregnant women 
with AIDS will give the virus to their babies: Ba~ 
hies born with AIDS are born with brain damage 
and most will die withinlwo years. AIDS can also 

. be contracted through open sores.. · 

The virus may be found in blood and body 
fluids such as semen and vaginal secretions of in
fected people. AIDS cannot be contracted f;rom toi• 
let seats or donating blood, Hilton explained. 

"People cannot contr~ct AIDS by kissing an 
infected person un!ess they drink five gallons of 
saliva," Hilton stressed. The virus cannot be con
tracted from oral sex or casual contact unless the 
person has an open sore and the blood from the in
fected person gets on the sore, Hilton added. 

There are ways to prevent the spread of AIDS. 
First of aU;"people should know their partner and 
make sure he or she is not infected. Men should 
use condoms. Another way is to avoid sharing 
needles with anyone. 

Unprotected people are taking the risk of con
tracting AIDS and various other sexually transmit
ted diseases. 

Unfortunately not many people attended the 
semi~a.r. But those who attended did receive 
pamphlets and condoms if they wanted them. 
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Workmen put finishing touches on College of 
the Mainland's new electronic sign located on 
Amburn Road and Emmett F. Lowry Express
way (formerly Palmer Highway). he animated 
sign displays college· events until midnight, 
and time and temperatur continuously. 

(Photo by Penny Barrera) 

COM gets flashy new sign 
By JESSE JOST 
Editorial Board 

You've probably seen College of the Mainland's new 
electronic sign standing on the well-traveled comer of 
Amburn Road and Palmer Highway (now Emmett F. 
Lowry Expressway). This high-tech tower of tidings 
gives you the time and temperature along with over a 
minute's worth of COM-oriented messages. 

Jim Higgins, director of public information, ex
plains that the sign is part of COM's campus enhance
ment program. The sign cost $57,761 and is designed to 
appeal to two audiences: the student body and general 
public. Higgins explained why an electronic sign was 
put in COM's front yard: "Why not? We felt it was need
ed." 

The messages chosen to be displayed on the sign are 
mostly taken from the college calendar. Higgins ex-

plained that the sign is new and COM's approach to 
what goes on it is basically "taken as it comes." If an 
event is going to take place, one which may interest or 
affect the entire student body of COM, it will probably 
go on. If a college organization wishes to make an an
nouncement of importance, Higgins explained that the 
Office of Public Information needs the "information -in 
writing, preferably typed, at least a week in advance," as 
the sign is programmed on a weekly basis. "Caution," 
bodes Higgins. There are to be "no happy birthdays." 

The sign's display gets its information from a com
puter in the Office of Public Information. Among a va
riety of tricks, it is capable of animation and train scrol
ling. The train scroll is where the text runs off the 
screen's left side as more is pulled on from the ri,ght. 

The sign runs messages until midnight, then shuts 
off. Time and temperature are constantly displayed how
ever. 

Copied program disks break law 
By CHRISTINA BLOOM 
Staff Reporter 

The Multidisciplinary Computer Lab suspects 
that some of the program disks are being copied. 
Copying of a program disk is a violation of the 
copyright law. But this law is a difficult one to en
force. Sarah Garrett, the MCL supervisor, stated, 
"you would have to have someone sitting by each 

person who is using a program." 
To ascertain if a disk has been copied is diffi

cult, but if "the same person comes in and checks 
out the same program every time he comes in, and 
then one day, just out of the blue, has his own 
copy of the program which is the same as our ver
sion, "a theft is suspected, Garrett said. 

See Students Page 8 

COM day care educates future COM students 
By TRISHA SHAFFER - ,,._ 
Staff Reporter · 

As the cost of raising a family continues to rise in 
the community, so does the need for quality and afforda-
ble child care. · 

Many parents are kept from learning skills that 
could put them into the work force simply because they 
cannot afford to leave their child in a day care center. 

Since the early 1980s, more solutions to these prob
lems have become available . 

The Carl D. Perkins Fund is a federal grant given by 
the government to the state. Perkins funds are . only 
available for vocational students. The state decides 
which high schools and colleges can identify and meet 
needs of their students. Many high schools participate 
in this program each year, including Santa Fe High 
School, which was the first to receive the grant in the 
Galveston County area, said Barbara Puyear, vocational 
counselor at Santa Fe. 

College of the Mainland receives the same grant as 
the high schools. These funds are used for handicapped 
services and vocational training, as well as child care. 

"For the first time in many years, COM is able to 
serve full-time and part-time students with day care ser
vices on and off campus," said Barbara Crews, a counse
lor at COM. "COM is able to serve these students be-

See Day Page 8 

. . 

College of the Mainlands daycare coordinator Dr. Katie B. Butler reads to Ariadne Pollitt, John 
Michael Robinson and Steven Armstrong. (Photo by San~ra Reynolds) 
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Class 
has been 

Cancelled 

Mom/student combo exausting 
By TRISHA SHAFFER 
Staff Reporter 

Parenthood describes a person who is overworked and 
underpaid. The same definition, unbelievably, also de
scribes a student. 

So what happens when 
you take both of these roles 
and put them together? You 
gel a stressed-out person on 
a strict budget with too many 
things to do and not enough 
hours to do them. 

This person suffers from 
a fast-food diet and an ex
treme amount of caffeine in 
place of eight hours of 
much-deserved sleep. 

Obviously, if everyone Trisha Shaffer and Adam 
(Photo by Penny Barrera) had their own maid who 

would wash the windows ar.d the three-foot high stack of 
clothes, do the grocery shopping, cook three well-balanced 
meals a day, keep the floors spotless and above all be a 
loving, caring, babysitter, and do all this for free-well, life 
would then be almost easy. 

But not everyone can have these things. Many students 
·are forced to deal with raising a family, working-some
times more than one job, and trying to better themselves 
with a college education. When your daily schedule con• 
sists of doing all these housewifely things, where is the 

• 

time for homework, or extra activities? There isn 'tany. Or 
time has to be set weeks ahead. You even get up an hour 
earlier to finish homework. 

Even though no one ever said that life would always be 
fun, easy, and empty of disappointments or problems, nei
ther did they say that by the time we are able to take on the 
job of being a great parent, we also would need a college 
education to acquire even the simplest of jobs. 

So how does the determined student take on the job of 

parenting? 

At 6 a.m. the alarm goes off. After you force yourself to 
roll out of the bed and wait for the hot water to start 
working, you get in and out of the shower barely having 
enough time to wash off the soap. Next come the essentials. 
You quickly pick out something thal's not dirty and 
usually does ' nt match . Then afler waking up an unhappy 

baby and giving him a bath, while trying not to get yourself 
soaking wet, you find him just the right clothes for the day. 
Then you fill his baby bag with a bunch of essential junk. 
After that you stuff some food into the mouth that is 
screaming at you, and finally you're ready to go. You get 
out the door just in time to be five minutes late to every class 
for the rest of the day. 

Even though some days seem endless, and you begin to 
feel that nothing is ever going to go right again, you do find 
that little bit of time at the end of the day to relax. Then you 
begin to realize, even after the worst of days, that you can 
be proud of yourself and your family. And despite all your 
troubles and difficulty, with your determination and hard
work, you will someday accomplish your goals and every
thing will have been worth the effort. 

• Enrollment increases Ill 1989 
By PENNY BARRERA 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's credit enrollment for the 
1989 fall semester is 3,598 students, according to the 
Office of Institutional Research. This figure, states 
COM research assistant Deryl Clark, slightly surpassed 
the previous fall enrollment of 3,527. 

The division of business, according to Clark, 
showed the highest enrollment in a specific area with 27 
percent more students, followed by general studies with 

21 percent. . 
These statistics, issued by the Office of Institutional 

Research, indicate that of the 3,598 students, 864 are 
first-time students. Sixty-three percent of these students 
are in-district, while the remaining 37 percent are out-of
district students. 

COM continues to lead the county in lowest tuition 
per credit hour, according to Clark. There has been no in
crease in tuition for the last few years to include this 
year. Clark also indicated the price of books has shown 
only slight increase on the ave~ge. 

Drugs, 
plague 

violence 
of .society 

Alain 
Bianchi 

Ignorance is strength. These immortal words 
of George Orwell's novel 1984 are a prime e~
ple of what is wrong in our society today. Ignor
ance is not strength, it. is a weakness. It is -endan
gering out lives and environment and rotting the 
core of our ~iety. 

I have no pity for the wayward .fool who 
thinks crack is king. The bullet or bars he will •·· 
~ventually receive are more than desetved. The ··· 
blood of innocent cln1dren who are gunned down in 
gang violence fills our streets and the bodies of the 
cocaine addicts. fill our morgues. Yet people .sit 
back and have the audacity to suggest more drug 
education, rehabs, etc. 

Street punks have so mucb education abou( 
drugs it makes the.U.S. Surgeon General look like 
a 3-year-old. They know what they are using and 
doing. They just dQ-u't care. About you. .me or 
themselves. All they/ care about is the high roller 
lifestyle they think they are living. 

t have no pity fqt the youth who is offered ed
ucation and chooses ? pistol instead. It is -this · 

, .norance and tot:al· laek of an.)' kind of common 
sense which disgusts me. Anyone can obtain an 
education if they truly want it. There are govem
rri.en~ programs fot people witfi il() money: There 

. is always a:way for someone t.o better himself. Be
ing poor or a minority is no excuse. Neither is be~ 
ing rich and bored. ·Tbe simple-truth is that these 
people would rather live off -our taxes and off the 
blood of our children than go out and eam a decent 
living. Rich or poor •. black or whit.el this type of 
selfish stnpidity abounds in the ghettos as much as 
it flourishes in the high society suberbs. It makes 
no distinction between the two. 

Th.ere.is no e~cuse for premeditated ignorance-. ·•·•·· 
If is the sword of the weak: and lazy. And if we 
continue to handle the Situation ·by .being con- ,. 
cemed witJf the ·poor little dope dealer's nghts and 
· feelings. die blood p-f the innocent victims will 
drown us alt · 
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The Chinese Golden Acrobats and Magicians of Taipai perform this feat of balance among many 
others at College of the Mainland's Halloween Extravaganza Saturday, Oct. 28, in the P.E. 
Building. (Photo Public Information) 

SAB 's Halloween show a s11ccess 
By GREG CALLAHAN and 
TERESA TRYGSTAD 
Staff Reporters 

College of the Mainland's Halloween Extravaganza, 
featuring the World Famous Chinese Golden Acrobats 
and Magicians of Taipai, was "well planned and well re
ceived by the public," said Brett Rachel, president of the 
Student Activities Board. The acrobat and magic show, 
sponsored by SAB, was held in COM's P.E. Building, 
Saturday, Oct. 28. 

Feats of balance performed included an acrobat stand
ing on the top of 10 chairs stacked one on top of the 
other. Other acrobats juggled tables, each other, and 
chairs on their feet. The finale was a pyramid of nine ac
robats riding on one bicycle. The crowd cheered excited-
1 y as the acrobats dared to jump through knife-lined 
hoops of fire. 

The entertainers mingled magic with their stunts. 
Their magical illusions included doves appearing out of 
thin air. Also, the magician poured a handful of rice into 
a tightly stretched scarf. He then showed the audience an 
empty bucket. After scooping the bucket into the scarf 
several times he brought up a bucketful of rice. The au
dieoce seemed amared and awed. 

Comedy was prominent throughout the program. 
The acrobats were able to make the crowd laugh by mak
ing fun of each other. During the show, two acrobats ap
peared in a huge dog costume. The "dog" balanced on a 
big ball and then two separate balls. To the delight of 
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the audience the dog played with the children and even 
chased a few from their seats. Some of the little boys 
were courageous enough to fight back. 

During intermission, the SAB held a pre-carved 
pumpkin contest and a costume contest. The winners of 
the pre-carved pumpkin contest were announced first. 
Then the costume contest particieants were called out on 
the floor and judged. Approxirnafely 200 adults and chil
dren participating in the costume coniest. Ormand 
James, a spectator, said "I really enjoyed it and I thought 
the costume contest was extra special." 

In the pumpkin contest, first, second and third place 
prizes were awarded to the winners in the most creative, 
scariest, funniest and cutest categories. Most creative 
winners were: Jenny Johnson, first place; Stacy Parsley, 
second place; and Dawn Shipley, third place. Scariest 
winners were: Michael Hurst, first place; Justin Howard, 
second place; and Stacy Morgan, third place. The funni
est winners were: Christopher Connell, first place; Jason 
Henigan, second place; and Celina Miranda, third place. 
Finally the cutest winners were: Valery Alvarez, first 
place; Austin Marshall, second place; and Heath Shipley, 

third place. Because there was such a large number of 
costume contest participants, the winners' names were 
not recorded. 

The event was free to COM credit students and chil
dren under 3. Proceeds from the $2 fee will be set up as 
a scholarship fund for outstanding SAB members. 
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Features 
COM choirs rehearse for several concerts 

By VICKIE FISHER 
Editorial Board 

The choirs at College of the Mainland have been 
busy planning and rehearsing for several concerts and 
other activities this semester. The groups participating in 
these events are the COM Singers and the Studio Sing
ers. The Mainland Chorale did not meet this semester. 

The Studio Singers performed for the National Drug 
Awareness Week seminar, sponsored by the Organization 
of African American Cplture and the Well-Being Em
ployee Program, on Oct. d 7. The group performed their 
opening song, "Showtime," and then Chuck Stewart, a 
member of the group, sang a solo number. Choir mem
ber Norma Wegeleben and OAAC President Lester 
Moore performed a duet, and then the group sang their fi
nal number, "Hot, Hot, Hot." 

Recently, 11 members of COM Singers were chosen 
to perform with the Texas Junior College Choral Festi
val Choir at the festival held at Amarillo Junior College 
during the week of Oct. 18 through 21. COM choir 
members who attended were: Annette Courtney. soprano 
I; Vickie Fisher, alto II; Clay Gilmer, bass II; Anson 
Lawson, bass I; Curtis Martin, bass I; Lester Moore, 
bass II; Stephanie Sharp, alto I; Melissa Shephard, so
prano II; Chuck Stewart, tenor II; Norma Wegeleben, so
prano I; and Frank York, tenor I. 

The COM Singers performed for the Phi Theta Kap
pa initiation ceremony on Oct. 22. The group sang sev
eral songs, including "America, the Beautiful," and con
cluded the ceremony with a sing-along of the PTK song. 

The Studio Singers are currently preparing for a per
formance at the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference 
Show Choir Festival. It will be held Nov. 18 at Brazos
port College. The group is planning to perform five 
numbers, some of which will involve using dance steps. 
Also, the jazz group Riff Raff will perform for the choirs 
during intermission. 

College of the Mainland's Studi~ Singers entertain the lunch-time crowd in the Student Center 
Oct. 17. The singers . performed at the invitation of the Organization of African American Cul
ture (formerly the Black Student Union) and the Well-Being Employee Program (a new COM 
health program for full-time faculty and staff). The two groups co-sponsored a program for Na-
tional Alcohol Awareness Week. (Photo by Public Information) 

On Nov. 30 the COM Singers will perform a 
Christmas Concert in Clear Lake City at the Freeman 
Memorial Branch Library. 

The COM Christmas concert will be held Dec. 10 in 
Room F-117 in the Fine Arts Building. Both COM 

Singers an.d Studio Singers will perform several songs 

for this concert. There will be a $2 donation which will 
be put in the COM Vocal Music Club fund and will fa
cilitate the spring choir trip to the Epcot Center in Flori
da. 

Blood drive has 
surprise, turnout 
By CHRISTINA BLOOM 
Staff Reporter 

"It was really surprising to have 148 people show 
up that day to give blood," Eva Neinas, the senior secre
tary for physical education, said. The College of the 
Mainland Fall Blood Drive was originally scheduled for 
Oct. 11 and 12, but the dates were changed at the last 
minute because of a communication mix-up. The Blood 
Center of Houston had one date and the Student Activi
ties Board had another. The drive was actually held Oct. 
10 and 11. 

The date change did not affect the drive in any way. 
The turn-out was more than what had been expected. 
"We had asked people to call and make a reservation for 
their time they would like to donate," Neinas explained. 
"Almost no one called to make a reservation. Those who 
did call in you could count them on one hand." 
· Another reason why the good turn-but was such a 

surprise is that it topped the figure of 116 donors last 
spnng. 

Medcalf receives trophy 
The College of the Mainland held a Table Tennis 

Tournament Oct.18 in the Student Center. Credit stu
dents played free while non-students paid a $3 entry fee. 

Trophies were presented to first place winner Steve 
Medcalf and second place winner Ross Carreon. Third 
place winner Punchy Charles got a free lunch in the cafe
teria. 10 people participated i~ the tournament. 
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PTK welcomes its newest members to club 
By PENNY BARRERA 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's honor society, the Sigma 
Delta chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, inducted new mem
bers Sunday, Oct 22, in a ceremony held in the Learn
ing Resource Center auditorium. 

President Larry L. Stanley was the guest speaker at 
the ceremony conducted by Ginger McFall, president of 
PTK, and Brenda Seay, vice president of PTK. Alumni 
included chapter president, Monte Harris and former fa
culty adviser, George Thomas. 

The COM choir directed by Hope Shiver sang three 
songs, especially chosen for the occasion, for PTK 
members, family and guests. A reception in the Admin
istration Building followed the ceremony. 

A 3.6 grade point average is required to become a 
member of PTK, as well as current enrollment in 12 
hours of course work. PTK does not discriminate as to 
age, color or sex. Only grades are a factor in member
ship. 

Membership in PTK is recorded on college tran
scripts and may help in one's future when applying for a 
job. PTKmembership is an honor held in great respect 
and prestige, according to Seay. 

PTK is actively involved with the Student Activities 
Board, and with social service work within the commu
nity. Members deliver McGruff dogs to schools to help 
promote alcohol and drug prevention, and help support 
public television by way of donations through fund
raisers. 

Meetings for PTK are held twice a month, on the 
first Saturday and the third Friday of the month. Topics 
such as future fund-raisers and scheduled events are dis
cussed. 

Elections for PTK will be held in mid-spring 1990. 
Any member of PTK is eligible. Current members of 
the PTK board are: McFall, president; Seay, vice presi-

I)r. Chester Stout chats with a student. 

Phi Theta Kappa's newly inducted members are welcomed as family and guests look on. The 
ceremony was held Sunday Oct.22, in the Learning Resource Center auditorium. 

dent; Patricia Wilson, secretary; Sine Marschall, treasur
er; Elizabeth Reed, reporter; John Looney, historian; and 
faculty advisers, Leslie Richardson and David Hansmire. 

New members of PTK are Patsy J. Bacon, Sandra 
Carrillo, Linda Coleman, Diane Decker, Doreen M. Del
gado, Valerie C. Diaz, Shirley J. Dillard, Darrell Ray 
Driver, Sheila Elliff, Julia M. Gardner, Karen Green, 

(Photo by Penny Barrera) 
Ronnie Griffen, Kimberly Hart, Courtney E. Hegrnan, 
Jack H. Kirk Sr., Esther J. Krawietz, Kimberly LaFrage, 
Carol M. Looney, Shawna Meadows, Cheryl McGehee, 
Karen Moore, Delia A. Radler, Gilberto H. Sanchez, 
Tarra A. Schram, Patsy L. Skaing, Cynthia E. Sload
Parker, John Valde's Jr., Darrell Vaughn, Susan W. 
Walker, Larry R. Welch, and Iris F. Woo. 

Stout: ready to lend an ear or two 
By REDA ABOULEISH 
Staff Reporter 

As I walk up the stairs cif the Student Center at Col
lege of the Mainland, I wonder how Dr. Chester Stout, a 
COM counselor, will react during our interview. But I 
assure myself that just because his profession is counsel
ing he will not analyze my questions for a deeper, psy
chological aspect. 

Dr. Stout, who became a full-time COM counselor 
in 1975, handles several divisions. "Each counselor at 
COM handles more than one," Dr. Stout said. His re
sponsibilities include the Fine Arts and Humanities Di
vis10n. "These departments allow me to work with tutor
ing, academic advising, personal advising and marriage 
counseling. " 

"A major concern among counselors is that few stu
dents ask for support from the available services," the 
counselor said. Specialized equipment to aJlow handi
capped students to move about more easily is available 
from the counseling center. A student may request a mo-

bile cart for more comfortable transportation between 

classes. Students who have difficulty writing notes be
cause of a handicap may ask to use tape recorders located 
in the center. Reading material, such as braille for the 
blind, may be requested. "COM provides these and more 
services to students," Dr. Stout emphasized. 

Dr. Stout was born in Galveston and attended La 
Marque High School. He received his bachelor's degree 
in psychology from the University of Texas, and both 
his doctorate in counseling psychology and his counsel
ing degree from the University of Houston. 

"You do not have to have an appointment to discuss 
something with me," said Dr. Stout. He enjoys convers
ing with students about social or academic issues. He 

• says, "You may just stop me on campus to have a 
friendly chat with me." He indicated that he as well as 
other counselors on staff are always willing to help 
COM students. 

"Remember, counselors like me are there because we 
enjoy listening and assisting students," Dr. Stout con

cluded. 

coMtbea:tei!s '·89=-90{productions outstanding 
By REDA' A~QlJLEISH 
Staff Reporter'\ .. ; .; .. ,i•· 

College of :e Mainland is famous for its o~~
stand.ing theater productions, and the 1989.;.90 season 
will be no exc~pon. .. • . .. t .... 

The season <>~n~ with The Nerd an4 .wflt .. con, 
~nue with a ~fp"lsijnas special. t\mahl and t~JjfJg~t 
Visitors, written by Gian•Carlo Menotti.Jt 1:iegin.s 
Nov. 30 and mns through Dec. 17. This shoold beatl. 
enchanting opera for the Christmas holiday • ..... ? · 

An .unspecified production is scheduled lo ~gyi 
the spring semestf;r, It Will run fro,m Jan. 25 through 

,. Feb. 18'.The only in!oimation available on this" pfay 
is the dates of auditions, which are Nov. 19 atl;30 
p.m., and Nov. 20 ~t 8 p.m. . ·.·.·. < 

Dames at Seai isJlpopular.musical aboutacb(:u;~ 
us line gid who fipaily get.s the chance to become a 
Stal' on Broadwcly~ 'fh~.muskal, which calls for riuf 
tnetOl,IS actors, dance~;apd singers, wilLbe pet(91m~ 
March 15 to April 18. Auditions are scheduled for · 
Pee. 10 at l:30 p.m •• and ·Dec. 11 at 7 p.m .. Director 
Reggie Schwandef will be looking for remarkable 

singers who can touch the hearts of the .audience and 
fill the roles to pe:rle9tion. ,·••·. . ... .. / 
.... ' The Special Workshop Production will pedo~· 

Hello Hollywood! April 19 through Aim.I 21. Audi: 
tions will be ~b. I.lat 1;30 p.m. fDd Feb. 12 at 8 
p.m. .. . ···•· 

Neil Simon's tl)~4 autobiogi:aphical play broad: 
way Bound. will be showing May 17 thr6ugh June-
10. Auditions wil[be held Match ll at 1:30 p.mt 
and March 12 at 7 p.m, For more information call 
COM Arena Theaterat(713) 280.3991 or (409) 938~ 
1773. Ext. 345. 
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Sports/Interviews 

College or the Mainland bowlers who participated in the GCIC fall bowling tournament Oct.17 
are back row from left: Scott _Keiser, Christina Bloom, Joe Velasquez, Bridgett Duran, Dana Bq
gott and Greg Callahan. Front row from lert: Phyllis Frost, Jennifer Regis, Mike Mills, Terry 
McGough, Kim Wardell ~nd Chris Deichman. (Photo by Maryann 

COM bowls in GCIC tourney 
By GREG CALLAHAN 
Staff Reporter 

Crash! Boom! The thunder of the bowling balls 
crashing against the pins echoed throughout the bowling 
alley. The Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Student 
Fall Bowling Tournament took place Oct. 17 at San Jac
into Lanes Bowling Alley in Baytown. College of the 
Mainland participated in the event. 

Six other colleges participated in the tournament 
which has been a tradition for 12 years, and in which 
COM has participated every year. The other colleges at 
the tournament were: San Jacinto College ·in Pasadena; 
Lee College in Baytown; Galveston College; North 
Houston Community College-South; North Houston 
Community College-East; and Brazosport College. 

Ribbons were presented to the first, second and third 
place winners. The bowling teams were divided into 
three categories with four men on the men's team, four 

women on the women's team, and two men and two 
women on the co-ed team. In addition six doubles teams 
also competed. The doubles drew their members from the 
men's, women's and co-ed teams. Each team competed in 
three divisions. 

In the men's team division, COM finished third. The 
four bowlers on this team were Joseph Velasquez, Chris 
Dieckman, Michael Mills and this reporter. COM did 
not place in the women's team division or the co-ed team 
division. However, COM finished third in doubles. 
Mills and this reporter were the third place winners in 
that category. 

Mills' 243 game score was the highest score of all 
games bowled at the toumamenL He was presented a first 
place ribbon which said "Highest Game" on iL 

COMs Student Activities Board paid for all the 
COM bowlers' expenses, to include the $60 lane fee. 
Each COM participant was given $3 for lunch and a 
$8.95 T-shirt from the C9M Bookstore. The whole 
event cost the SAB $230.18. 

11 junior colleges 
join in sports day 

By GREG CALLAHAN 
Starr Reporter 

College of the Mainland sponsored Sports Day Nov. 
1. Eleven junior colleges participated. The games played 
included volleyball, softball, racquetball, table tennis 
singles and doubles, 8-ball pool and a 3 on13 basketball 
tournament. · 

Ribbons were presented to the first, second and third 
place winners. Volleyball winners included: first place, 
Houston Community College; second place, Brazosport 
College; and third place, Alvin Community College. 
Third place winner, ACC won the consolation match 
agai!lst fourth place winner, San Jacinto College-South, 
Pasadena. 

two pools ,were formed for the softball games with 
five teams in each pool. Ribbons were given out to the 
first and second place winners in each pool. Winners in 
the first pool included: first place, San Jacinto College
South and second place, Brazosport College. Winners in 
the second pool included: first place, North Harris Coun
ty College-South and second place, Lee College. 

Men's racquetball winners included: first place, 
Chance Ballard of Galveston College; second place, 
Rueden Fuentes of Lee College, Baytown; and third 
place, Blake Hollensee of ACC. 

Women's racquetball winners included: first place, 
Ann Palmer of ACC; second place, Charle Ursic of 
NHCC-S; and third place, Myna Noland of NHCC-East. 

The women's table tennis singles included: first 
place, Meredith Albright of Brazosport College; second 
place, Molly Perry of Brazosport; and third place, 
Chrissy Fagan of Brazosport. Third place winner Fagan 
won the consolation match against fourth place winner 
Amy Dencker, of Brazosport. 

The men's table tennis singles included: first place, 
Donovan Sawyer of NHCC-S; second place, Kim Riese 
of Brazosport College; and third place, Rick Lam of Lee 
College. The men's doubles included: first place, Lam 
and Gary Wilson of Lee College; second place, Sawyer 
and Jeff Miller of NHCC-S; and third place, Cuong Vo 
and Guy Smith of Brazosport College. 

Winners in the 8-ball pool tournament included: first 
place, Henry Krier of SJC-Central; second place, Tim 
Crist of Brazosport College; and third place, David 
Wright of SJC-C. 

The winners in the 3 on 3 basketball tournam"ent in
cluded first place, NHCC-S: second place, SJC-S; and 
third place, COM. 

COM offers class • 
ID c·onversational Japanese 

By ALAIN BIANCHI 
Editorial Board 

Japanese is now being taught at College of the 
Mainland for those who are interested in the social and 
business applications of Japanese. 

_ Because the Mitsubishi factory is planning to build 
a plant in Texas City, COM is offering a course in Japa
nese to allow local businesses to be familiar with the 
language and lifestyle, according to the COM's public re
lations department. 

Japan is rapidly becoming one of the largest mar
kets in the world. And with the United States dealing 
more and more with Japanese corporations, it is impera
tive that Americans have a basic knowledge of Japanese 
language and the social customs of the country. 

Eriko Tarumoto, a native of Japan, teaches the 
eight-week course in Japanese through the COM Con
tinuing Education Department. Tarum?to sees a need for 

Americans not only to learn the language, but also to 
learn more about Japan. 

"Japan and America are becoming increasingly code
. pendent," Tarumoto explains. "The fears and resentments 

of the last world war have dissipated and there is a bright 
future ahead for both of us." 

However, not only businesses will need to know 
Japanese. "Someone is going to be needed in the schools 
to better suit the educational needs of the children com
ing over here from Japan," stated Sylvia Osborne, a Tex
as City Intermediate School teacher. Osborne's husband 
does business with Mitsubishi and because Osborne 
wants to be familiar with Japanese custom she is en-
rolled in the class. , · 

Tarumoto is a student of the University of Houston
Clear Lake. She moved from Tokyo to the Clear Lake 
area when she was 17 and graduated from Clear Lake 
High School. She attended Wharton County Junior Col-

lege prior to transferring to UHCL. 

Tarumoto hopes her students wiil realize and com
pare the different aspects of both cultures and understand 
that one is not better than the other. She says by keep
ing an open mind a person will help increase his under-

standing of the world. 
Japanese is being offered as a Continuing Education 

course at COM. There is a IO-student limit to the class. 
The next class will begin in the spring semester. In addi
tion, there will be an advanced course in Japanese. 

Tarumoto feels the hardest obstacle for Americans in 
learning JaJY<llle8e is the cultural and social differences be
tween the countries. In Japan, Tarumoto explains, the 
way to converse with older people is different from con
versing with others. To talk to an older person the way 
on6 would speak to one's friends at school is considered 
rude. 
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Determination leads Leach to well-rounded life 
By TERESA TRYGST AD 
Staff Reporter 

Crai!{ Leach is active in college affairs as well as de
dicated td his studies. He is vice president of the Student 

Craig Leach relaxes in the Student Center be
tween classes. (Photo by Greg Callahan) 

Activities Board as well as a full-time student at Col
lege of the Mainland. 

During his first semester at COM, Leach was not 
involved in extracurricular activities. "I just watched." 
But, he noticed the need for a new SAB so he, Bill 
Flowers and Zackery Matthews decided at the end of the 
1988 spring semester to pull the organization out of its 
slump. 

Through involvement in SAB, Leach has affirmed 
some of his personal qualities. For instance, his like for 
people, his desire to be involved with people, and his 
need to have a voice in the community. 

Not only is he involved in extracurricular activities, 
Leach also makes excellent grades. He is a member of 
Phi Theta Kappa, the national junior college honor soci
ety. "I study all the time," Leach explained. 

Leach, 35, has accumulated several honors including 
the Presidential Fund Scholarship and the Fine Arts 
scholarship for his work on COM plays. In addition he 
made the Dean's Highest Honor list in both spring and 
fall 1988. He also is the Faculty Senate representative 
for COM students. 

Leach, a Galveston resident, became a COM student 
in the spring semester of 1988. One of the factors that 
helped him decide on COM is that it is ranked high on 
the Texas junior college academic polls. Leach also 
"liked the facilities and the people I spoke to were friend-

ly." His major is social sciences and his favorite classes 
are "those that are people oriented and deal with society." 
Leach's wife Karen also is a student at COM 

When asked what he would change about COM if he 
could, he replied, "I would like to see breezeways in
stalled to protect people from rainy weather." 

Leach's advice to first-year college students is to "get 
involved in organizations and clubs and go to class 
whether you have your assignment or not" 

Leach's career goal is to be a defense attorney. "I 
want to feel the excitement of the courtroom." After pur
suing a bachelor's degree at University of Houston-Clear 
Lake, he wants to attend University of Houston's Law 
Center. When asked where he will be in 10 years he re
plied chuckling, "In 10 years I would like to be able to 
pay my bills." He sees himself as a defense attorney 
with his own practice in a small rural town where every
one knows one another. "After making money, I would 
like to expand my career politically and run for judge." 

Leach credits his father as being the greatest in
fluence on his life. He "gave me the foundations of dis
cipline, and the knowledge 0f the importance of relation
ships with people." 

As a child, Craig moved frequently. Now, he 
would like to travel through "the deep South, including 
the Carolina's and Georgia." He says he loves the planta
tions. 

Designercostumes CO M's plays 
~y SUZANNE HARGROVE 
Staff Reporter 

"Each show is a learning experience in itself," says 
Andrea Miller, who has costumed more than 25 shows at 
College of the-Mainland · 

Miller became interested in theater when she was 
just a little girl and recalls putting on shows in her base
ment with her friends. She often helped backstage at her 
all-girl Catholic high School in Massachusetts and 
laughs as she says, "because there wasn't much else to 
do." 

Miller, the costume designer at COM, moved to the 
Clear Lake area in 1969 and began costuming plays at 
Clear Creek Country Theater. Reggie Schwander, who is 
a play director at COM, was the director at CCCT. 

In 1973 Miller came to COM, but not on a perma
nent basis. She began costuming the shows Jack Westin 
directed in the COM Arena Theatre. Westin is the coordi
nator of Community Theater Arts and Humanities at 
~OM. 

Up until four years ago, COM'.s theater department 
did not have a full-time costumer but brought in different 
people to design costumes for the various shows. Miller 
was hired full time after costuming such plays as Mac
beth, and Caucasian Chalk Circle. 

Cinderella was the first show Miller costumed in 
her new full-time position at COM. 

• SAB organizes 
By TERESA TRYGSTAD 
Staff Reporter · 

"The purpose of College of the Mainland's Student 
Activities Board is to organize campus events that stu
dents can enjoy and to teach SAB members organization
al skills," said Brett Rachell, recently elected president of 
SAB. SAB also provides a secondary education through 
the seminars it hosts. 

Any COM student .is eligible and welcome to join 
the Student Activities Board. Students can benefit from 
being a member of SAB because they have a cJ:tance to 
voice their opinions regarding what activities are planned 
for COM. "SAB tries to feel the pulse of the campus and 
do things that the students are interested in, " said Craig 
Leach, ex-vice president of SAB. 

"That was my biggest 'panic' moment," Miller re
called. "I was alone, the budget was limited greatly, and 
it was all a real learning experience." 

Miller, who will design all shows at COM this 
year, says that her favorite show to costume was 42nd 
Street, which was produced at COM last summer. "It had 
glitz and glamour as well as everyday clothing." She 
also had a role in that musical. 

Not only does Miller costume the shows, she some
times wears her own creations on stage. This multi
talented person also enjoys acting and has been seen on 
the COM stage numerous times. · 

"I like to be a part of it all, right in the middle," she 
says. Each person who acts should take one show and 
just work backstage, she says. What irritates her the 

most is when the actors as well as the audience do not 
"always realize just how much goes on that makes it all 
happen." 

Each show is costumed either with remade costumes 
or new ones. When her job as a costume designer is 
over, her work has really just begun. Miller is the one 
who washes as well as irons and mends the costumes 
every week of a performance. • 

In her spare time Miller enjoys cooking and making 
arts and crafts such as barrettes and unique items for 
around the house. "Costuming," she says, "really used to 
be my hobby, now it's my job." ' 

Andrea Miller in the midst of putting togeth
er costumes for Amahl and the Night Visi-
tors. (Photo by Public Information) 

caIDpus events for COM student·s 
SAB meetings are held in the P .E. Building on 

Tuesdays or Thursdays during College Hour. The days 
of meetings sometimes are changed to accommodate oth
er special events. 

Attendance to all of the meetings is not mandatory 
to be a member. However, every member is encouraged 
to attend at least two regular meetings so they can be in
formed of the up-coming activities. The SAB's attitude 
regarding working at or chairing events is "when you can 
help, that's fine, but if you can't, that's fine too. We un
derstand," Leach explained 

In the SAB, decision making falls on the group as a 
whole. All participating members are invited to vote. 
"The executive officers do not have control over deci
sions, they simply bring organization to the meetings," 
Lea<;hsaid 

Officers are chosen in a democratic manner. They are 
nominated from the participating board members and are 
elected by a majority vote. 

The election for the current term was held November 
1, 1989. The new president of SAB is Brett Rachel, 
vice president is this reporter. The treasurer is Phyllis 
Frost, secretary is Greg Callahan and parliamentarian is 
Trisha Shaffer. The faculty sponsors are Maryann Urick 
and Eva Neinas. 

The SAB has a budget of around $20,000 this year. 
Leach explained, "This money comes directly from the 
student fees; SAB gets 50 cents out of every $2." The 
way the money is spent is not dictated, the members of 
the SAB decide what it is spent on by voting. Of 

course, every activity that is planned has to be in accor
dance with college· rules. 

.. 
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What's Happening 
CA VE schedule set 

College of the Mainland English instructors are 
available to help students with grammar, writing, 
spelling and research paper problems at the CA VE (Cen
ter for Academic and Vocational Enrichment) on a drop
in basis or by referral from the student's instructor. 

Hours for the CA VE, which is located on the second 
floor in the library in the back-right section, are: Mon
days 9:30 to 2 p.m., 3:30 to 5 p.m. and 5:15 to 8:15 
p.m.; Tuesdays 9:30 to 12:20 p.m. and 1:30 to 3 p.m.; 
Wednesdays 9:30 to 2 p.m. and 3: 15 to 7:45 p.m.; 
Thursdays 9:30 to 11 p.m. and 1:30 to 3 p.m. and Fri
days 9 p.m. to 12 p.m. 

For information, contact Dr. Janith Stephenson at 
(713) 280-3991 or (409) 938-1211, Ext. 322 or call the 
Humanities Suite at Ext. 214. 

Christmas • series set 
The Houston Lutheran Chorale will present its 1989 

"Behold the King" Christmas Concert Series Dec. 1-4. 
The concerts will be held at St. Mark Lutheran Church, 
1515 Hillendahl, Houston. Concert times are at 7:30 
p.m. each evening, with an afternoon performance at 3 
p.in. on Dec. 3. Highlights from Handel's Messiah and 
carols by John Rutter will be sung with orchestra as 
well as traditional Christmas carois. For tickets call 
(7J3) 468-6452. 

COM art exhibit 
Recent works by fiber artist Kay Campbell are currently 
on exhibit at the College of the Mainland Art Gallery. 
The works include pieces from the 1988 and 1989" 
Hemispherical Series," which is a collection of pieces 
recently reviewed by Fiberarts magazine. The collection 
also includes more recent multipaneled works. 
Campbell, a professor in the Fine Arts Department at 
Southern Oregon State College (SOSC) in Ashland, 

Day care qualifies 
for federal grant 
Continued from Page 1--------

cause of the Carl D. Perkins Fund it receives on behalf 
of the eligible children." 

The COM day care facilities are combined with a lab 

school of students who are majoring in the Child Devel
opment Program. 

The children who stay in the center have many 
things to fill their day. The center offers a big play
ground with a sand box, several pets including fish, her
mit crabs and a guinea pig named Patches. Activities in
clude finger painting, Play-doh creations, stories and 
visits. to the COM music and theater departments. The 
children also make decorations for the COM Christmas 
tree. 

At mealtimes the center serves a heart-safe diet for 
breakfast, lunch and snack. The center has a long waiting 
list and limited money and space. Because of this prob
lem, day care is provid.pd only during daytime hours in 
the fall and spring semester, Crews said. 

"We need more space and more money," Crews ex
plained. "I know how crucial child care is for people who 
want to attend school." But COM, she said is not the 
only day care center with that problem. Day care centers 
everywhere are facing the problem of too little money 
and not enough space. 

Despite problems workers are happy with the 
center. "COM is wise in setting up this program," Jan 
Smith, instructor/cOC,.dinator of social sciences, said. 
"They are making an investment in the future genera
tion." Smith also credits the COM Maintenance Depart
ment with doing "a wonderful job" in cleaning the cen
ter. 

Katie Booth, Pat Nuldowney, Paul Marullo and Cyndi Klein study in the College of the Main
land Student Center between classes. (Photo by Penny Barrera) 

Ore., earned her Master of Fine Arts degree in Weaving 
and Textile Design at the University of Kansas in 1983, 
according to COM Art Gallery Director, Dr. Richard Liz-

z.a 
" Typically the works consist of grid structures with 

gathered fabrics and threads anchored to the grid," Lizza 
explained. " For the designs of the Hemispherical Series, 
points of departure were predominatly maps and land
scape passages." 
The exhibition of Campbell's recent fiber works will be 
on view at the COM Art Gallery between Nov. 2 
through Dec.8. The gallery is open Monday through Fri
day 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and an hour before each COM The
ater performance. For more information, call 938-1211 
ext. 348. 

MCL student worker, Evesta Montgomery, 
points to the software copyright warning 
placed on computers in the MCL. · 

(Photo by Penny Barrera) 

COM choir show 
College of the Mainland's Fine Arts Department and 

the COM Vocal Music Club will present a Christmas 
concert featuring COM Singers and Studio Singers. The 
concert will be held Dec. 1_0 at 4 p.m. in Room F-117 
of the Fine Arts Building. A $2 donation will go toward 
the spring choir tour. For more information contact 
Hope Shiver at (409) 938-1211, Ext. 200. 

Pre-holiday da·nce 
College of the Mainland and Galveston College's 

Pre-Holiday Dance was held Nov. 11 at the San Luis 
Hotel in Galveston. The band The Solution entertained a 
crowd of 330 COM and GC students and guests, playing 
a variety of did and new music. The door prize was an 
Emerson remote-control stereo system and went to a GC 
student. Most people who attended seemed to have a 
great time. 

Students need to know 
computer copy~ight law 
Continued from Page 1----------

The easiest way to prevent program disk theft is to 
have a hard disk on one main ~omputer and download 
(to send a program from one computer to another) the 
program the person needs to use. As a step toward the 
prevention of unauthorized reproduction of software, the 
MCL staff has put a copy of the copyright law on eae:h 

computer monitor. 
Garrett doesn't know if the campus police are aware 

of the suspected software thefts. "Even if the campus po
lice did know, they wouldn't be able to do anything 
about it to stop it, unless they were in here and were 
able to catch them. But the person or persons would not 
copy the disks if they knew they were being watched." 

There isn't too much the MCL can do to prevent the 
alleged crimes from occurring. "Ninety-nine percent of 
the pe6ple are honest," Garrett said. And what about the 
other 1 percent? "It's just a problem that exists every
where," she lamented. · 



SAB brings Christmas to COM 

Santa receives a warm thank you from 3-year
old Jilly Reed with help from Child Develop
ment student helper Sharon Thompson as 
Santa's helper, Trisha Shaffer, looks on. 

(Photo by Penny Barrera) 

By TERESA TRYGSTAD 
Staff Reporter 

The fire was glowung, the tree was lighted and the 
angel atop was shining brightly. In the air there was a 
feeling of Christmas. College of the Mainland's Student 
Activities Board brought Christmas to the COM Student 
Center, Dec. 7. 

The day care students were invited to the center to 
share in the holiday celebration. They had spent all week 
working on tree ornaments, made of construction paper 
or salt dough, which they had brought with them to the 
Student Center and hung on the tree. 

Once the children were seated with their refresh
ments, a loud "Ho! Ho! Ho!" rang out from upstairs - it 
was Santa. The children watched intensely as he made 

Amahl celebrates Christmas spirit 
By JESSE JOST 
Editorial Staff 

Amahl and the Night Visitors opened Nov. 30 and 
will run until Dec. 17 at College of the Mainland's Are
na Theatre. Being priviledged, or at least infonned, I saw 
it on the 27th - and didn't even have to pay. This opera, 
written by Gian-Carlo Menotti in 1951, is a beautiful 
and moving production just perfect for getting the 
CHristmas cheer. 

First of all, Andrea Miller's costume designs are 

striking, blending well with the theater's ever-impressive 
stage designs. The setting is the impoverished home of 
Amahl, a young crippled boy played by David Stallings 
(no relation to Roger Stallings), and his mother, played 
by Cheryl Fessenden, whose brilliant singing is candy 
for the ear. The cuteness of little Amahl's voice will 
override any shortcomings in singing ability he may 
have, coupled with the fact that he is amplified via a hid
den-wireless nticrophone to make sure everyone can hear 
him. 

-----------See Amahl page 8 

~tudent a~:tours GQ~sebustev~C 
~=•c~J,{~~:~ ~a:~t 

Most qf.,o*:i;probably familiar Jlh .. imd. 
. maybe have .even had to deal with "Th~ Goose.'''; 

This wild goose has made his home betw.yYn 
lhe parked cars in the College of the Mainland 
parking lot next to the duck pond, and has becoµie 
to many a nuisance/Chasing people down and nib.; . 
bling on theil' aq1d~s has become the goos~•s fa ... 
vorite past-tillle)• iifently af~er the gooseJ>it a ) 
child, the col.leg~)iumodties decided he niti&.tber ··•·•· 
banned from sc.hogfgfounds. Thts is ~hei~'o~ 
story begins. · ·· · .·. ·.· ··· 

Eric Bell, a student at COM, was wallcing 

class, Bell beard it.ff faint cry of one lone goos~.: · :. 
As he turned to .see.wliere the distress signal was • 
coming from, he spotte-4_ the goose just as it w~ .. 
being bounced Qut ofa maintenance trailer. Withs: 
its legs and neck tied together, safe from escape, 
the goose was lying on the ground, helpless: 
Making a swift das~ for the goose, Bell untied it 
and proceeded to. carzy;jt.to CO M's renowned duck\ 
pond. With one q4i,c~'Jl~sh, ~ell hurled the goos~ ' 
into the w;.ter; onlf~Watcth itglowly sin]c,, ~~ IC w 
that moment he realized. the fowl's feet were still \ : > 
tied together. In no ti.ritehe was out of his shoes, ; 
-------...;;;__See COM's' Page 8 ·. 

his way down the stairs to his chair with his sackful of 
goodies. After personally addressing a few of the chil
dren, he began listening to their Christmas wishes and 
handing out presents. 

Members of COMs choir performed during the last 
30 minutes of the program. Santa was serenaded by Terri 
Markwardt with the opening song "Santa Baby." The 
choir also sang "Deck the Halls" to which Joshua Saf
ford, a day care student, added his own "Fa La La's" dur
ing a quiet moment of switching songs. Norma Wegele 
ben sang solo on "What 
Child is This." 

The Christmas tree 
was awarded through a 
random drawing. The 
winning name was 
drawn by Daniel Gilli
am, a child in COM's 
daycare. The winner 
was Jolie Hubisz, 
daughter-in-law of John 
and J ola Hubisz, in
structors at COM. 

Doris Headrick, a 
COM student, said, "I 
think everyone enjoyed 
the program, especially 
the children." 

Austin Horner, J1/i, 
places an ornament on the 
SAB tree. 

David Stallings as Amahl and Cheryl Fessen
den as bis mother are currently appearing in 
Amahl and the Night Visitors at the College 
of the Mainland Arena Theatre. 

( . 
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Editorials/News 

Valerie Diaz studies in Dr. Lee Yon's 8 a.m. Tuesday-Thursday Introduction to Psychology class 
while balancing her daughter Rhiannon on her lap. (Photo by Penny Barrera) 

Carillon chimes ring hours on campus 
By SUZANNE HARGROVE " . Staff Reporter B?y The notes are simulate~ on special tapes that can 

Have any of you noticed the way you are serenaded 
while walking to class? Probably not unless you're late. 
Those sounds you hear are not a welcome to Oz, but 
rather an hourly chime, or carillon. 

The Westminster Carillon Chimes were donated by 
Sherman Warner in September 1986. Warner (now de
ceased) dedicated these chimes to College of the Main
land, "so that people would remember to praise the pow
er, love and guidance of God." Warner stated in the 
December 1986 issue of lnterCOM that "there should be 
an atmosphere more conducive to God." 

The music played on the chimes probably sounds fa
miliar to some. Many popular tunes such as, "The 
Sound of Music," are played throughout the year. But 
the themes change with the seasons. Now Christmas 
tunes like "White Christmas" and "The Little Drummer 

InterCOM get~1

~0 re~pons 
. > ~ . ,• 

By TRISHA SllAFFER 
Staff Rtporttr ··• · ··. 

Due to the lack of interest in the school news
paper there is nothing to.,say about last month's 
lnterCOM questionaire. 

In the November issue of the htterCOM our 
staff placed a questionnaire asking what our readers 
would like to see in the newspaper. Therewas also 
a box placed in the Student Center so tbe.retw::ned 
answers could be turned in to us. There was no re
ply. 

We believe tbat if more people would cooper
ate with lite newspaper and its~. instead of cril
icb:ing the hard work that is put into giving this 
campus a good newspaper, we :could bring you 
what you want t.o read abonL I believe lhaf those 
people who think; they could make a difference in 
the quality of our paper sbQUld -~e and jqin our 
staff.I am suie they will be amazed ctt the great ef. 
fort; hard work and intelligence that jt takes to 
bring you the very much underestimated award .. 
winning InterCOM. ·· 

still be purchased. The selecuon at COM is the original 
selection chosen in September 1986. 

The chimes are played from 8 am. to 6 p.m. Mon
day through Friday and are run manually on a computer
ized switchboard located in the maintenance office. The 
music is projected through speakers which are located on 
top of the Administration Building. 

When students were asked to give comments on the 
carillon, their first response w~c;. "The what?" After it 
had been explained that the L"' ii i. 111 is what they hear on 
their way to class each morning, f< , ,hl'rt Borrego said, "It 
sounds like my clock at home so I , h 1n 't pay much atten
tion to it," and Norma Wegelcbl:n stated that she thinks 
it sounds nice, and is very informative. (If you hear the 
chimes, you know you are almost late to class.) 

Roxy Morris said, "You mean the chimes at noon? I 
think they're nice, beautiful, I like them. I never really 
paid attention to them before, but now I will." 

~cademic enrollment up 
By PENNY BARRERA 
Staff Reporter 

Research Assistant Deryl Clark, along with the Of
fice of Institutional Research, has issued its enrollment 
statistics for College of the Mainland for fall 1989. 

According to Clark, from fall 1987 to fall 1989, aca
demic contact hours and course enrollments increased 
while technical/vocational contact hours and course en
rollments decreased. Enrollment in the Business and So
cial Sciences divisions decreased. 

From fall 1988 to fall 1989, the total number of 
graduates from the district high schools attending COM 
increased. Students enrolling at COM less than 17 years 
of age and no more than 24 years of age increased. The 
number of students taking a credit hour load of 16 or 
more hours increased. Hispanic and non-resident alien 
student enrollment has increased significantly. 

And in fall 1989, the majority of the students en
rolled in developmental courses are enrolled in develop
mental math courses. White students comprise the larg
est enrollment; black and Hispanic are second. White 
students also show the highest enrollment in reading and 
writing devcl.opmental courses. 

Obey smoking sign 
in Student Center 

Teresa 
.Trygstad 

As a non-smoker, I am very observant of smoking 
rules and areas. Most of the smoking areas at College of 
the Mainland are outside. However; in the Student Cen
ter smoking is allowed in a designated inside area. This 
area in the Student Center is adjacent to the lunch line, 
pool tables and TV. The non-smoking area is the area 
closest to the bookstore and in front of the Student Cen
ter entrance. Despite No Smoking signs, smokers often 
sit in the non-smoking area and smoke. 

I have personally seen smokers take an ashtray from 
a table in the smoking section and move it to the non
smoking section. I find it very annoying to see a smoker 
smoking at a table in the non-smoking area when there 
are empty tables in the smoking section. 

It is very difficult for a non-smoker to eat or even 
breathe when cigarette smoke is around them. It ruins 
the taste of the food. 

When Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of College and Fi
nancial Services was approached with the idea that per
haps the "designated smoking area" signs are not visible, 
h~ ~xplained, "The signs were chosen because they are 
surular to the other signs on campus and because they 
are not gaudy or unattractive." 

I ask you, don't you think the signs should be more 
visible? People need to be aware of this designated area. 

According to Dean Pope, there is no written law en
abling campus police to ticket smokers caught in a non
smoking area. There is a smoking policy at COM, but 
the campus police cannot enforce it. 

The success of the smoking policy depends on the 
cooperation of smokers. "We are trying to accommodate 
both needs. To do so .we need compliance," Dean Pope 

said. 
. ~lease, be a responsible smoker by becoming famil-
iar with the smoking policy and complying with the 
rules. The College of the Mainland Smoking Policy 
states, "Smoking is not permitted in buildings on cam
pus except in designated areas." 
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One person can 
make a difference 

They say that one person can make a differ
ence, and though I am not one who is actively in
volved in politics, I do have a strong political 
view of the government helping its people. But 
perhaps that's too broad - each individual must do 
his part. 

Last Christmas as a friend and I walked along 
some of the underground tunnels in Houston, we 
came upon cardboard boxes which were inhabited 
by freezing, starving, willing and able, but out of 
work U.S. citizens. As we talked to them we real
ized how despondent and full of hopelessness they 
were. Each had a winning personality of his own, 
each had a story to tell. We were shocked by the 
utter poverty literally under our own feet. We went 
back and took simple gifts such as Coke, chips 
and cookies and saw such changes from this little 
gesture. Their attitudes changed to become a bit 
more positive. 

America is in one of the worst economic 
states it has ever been in with people growing 
more and more negative every day. The only 
things we really have to show for our great debt 
are low-income housing, slums and an endless 
number of people on welfare, as well as people 
starving in our very own neighborhoods. 

Yes, it's true that there are jobs available for 
those who are willing to work, but of those, many 
are only at minimum wage - often not enough to 
cover food as well as shelter. These people have 
been categorized as lazy, but often have such low 
self-esteem that they haven't the courage to try 
anymore. Many others have just given up hope of 
a better tomorrow.,These people, some of them 
living on the streets, all have minds which are go
ing to waste, and ideas - good ones - that need to 
be heard. 

In the future, my goal is to help America by 
helping those who can help themselves. By raising 
the hope of America's less fortunate, we can each, 
in a small, way raise hope in America's future. 
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Students Cindy Dalton on trumpet and Fred Otto on trombone, perform in a student recital pre
sented by the College of the Mainland Music Department Dec. 5 in the Fine arts Building. Oth
er participants included: Frank York, Phil Magness, Yvonne Chapman, David Medaris, Senetta 
Prevost, Diane Menefee, and Annette Courtney. (Photo by Penny Barrera) 

Letter to the Editor 
Student Center should be for student's enjoyment, recreation 
Editor's note: Campus police have received several com
plaints regarding the noise in the Student Center disturb
ing classes and offices upstairs. Students report that of
ficers walk through the Student Center, specifically near 
the pool tables, asking students to quiet down. The ln
terCOM editorial board has received the following letter 
concerning these complaints. This letter was found in 
the InterCOM box in the Stu(ient Center. 

Dear Editor, 
In concern of the students that use the Student Cen

ter between classes we wish to express our feelings on 
the complaint that we make too much noise and cause 
disturbances in the classrooms and offices in the build
ing. We would like to state that the Student Center was 
designed for the recreation of students and should and 

does stand as a place to relax, recreate and study. Any 
time you have over a hundred people in any building 
with bad acoustics, there is going to be a fair amount of 
noise. 

Also, there are auditoriums for programs to be held 
and we don't see why the Student Center should be used 
for these programs. The acoustics and sound system are 
pathetic in the building. We don't see why off-campus 
groups would rather have their programs in this building 
when they could be away from the students and the noise 
and have privacy in their programs in other buildings 
such as the LRC or the theater. 

Sherry Andreason, John Wood, Melissa Aldridge, 
Doug Leach, John Scalf, Chris Bogett, Robert Borrego, 
Bob Watson, Patrick Johnson, Billy Davis and Gary 
Rhodes. 

Many students will return in spring 
By REDA ABOULEISH 
Staff 'k.eporter 

Many students of College of the Mainland return to 
attend for another semester, after their first semester here. 
Some students continue for three semesters. When I 

heard this I decided to ask a few students what their plans 

are for the future. 
Bruce Alexander, a 1989 La Marque High School 

graduate, will continue to attend COM in the spring. He 
enjoys the personal touch of COM professors compared 
to major universities. 

Rance Ingram has been at COM for two semesters. 
He may return to COM for one more semester. After he 
has finished his education at COM he will either attend 
The University of Texas at Austin or The University of 
West Florida, in Pennsacola, Florida. 

Courtney Hegman will proceed with COM in the 
spring semester. But in the fall of 1990 she will be en
rolled at The University of Texas Medical Branch in 
Galveston. 

An expert at attending colleges is Aileen Crawford. 
She began the 1987 fall sem~ster at Stephen F. Austin 
State University in Nacogdoches, then went to San Jac
into Community College during the spring semester of 
1988. "I will be attending COM during the spring se
mester, too," she said. "I enjoy the atmosphere .and 

friendly people here." 

Rvey Stringer is not sure about staying at COM, 
but if he is here in tJ\e spring se~ster he will take com
puter science and math. 

Linda Holt has been at COM for two semesters. She 
will attend COM for the spring semester. However, she 
will continue her education at the University of Houston 
main campus. 

Phyllis Elliott, a pleasant lady to visit with, says .i 

she has doubts about attending COM in the spring se
mester. She became discouraged with school when she· 
received a lqw grade on an assignment Most people get 
discouraged at times, but students should not quit. If you 
know Phyllis, please give her an encouraging word. And 
hopefully we will see you next semester, Phyllis. 

Kathleen Johnston is trying to learn more about 
computers. She has been at COM for three semesters. 
She will attend the spring semester - then she will at
tempt to become employed working with computers. 

Rosalind Willis has been here for three semesters. 
She has chosen to finish her education at COM before 
deciding where to broaden her knowledge and schooling 
skills. 

As you can see, many students will be returning for 
another semester at COM. The best of luck to everyone 
on their finals. Enjoy yourselves over the Christmas 
break. Happy Holidays' to students, faculty and staffl •. 
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Features 
COM Art Gallery 
grows p~pular 

By ALAIN BIANCHI 
Editorial Board 

The Art Gallery at College of the Mainland is a 
highly respected and well-known institution in the artis
tic community, according to James Templer, the co
ordinator of the Fine Arts Department. 

Located in the back of the Fine Arts Building, the 
gallery presents a unique opportunity for students and the 
general public to experience several facets of individual 
artistic expression. 

Built almost 25 years ago, the gallery was used as a 
gallery/conference room up until 1987. It was then that 
Carol Veth, a student at COM, realized the potential of 
the gallery. Working part-time she became involved in 
creating a reputation for the gallery and was the unoffi
cial director until 1984, Templer stated. 

At this point Stella Dobbins, a COM instructor, 
took the position of gallery director. She left COM in 
1988 to become the director for the art gallery at Rice 
University, according to Templer. She was offered the 
position at Rice because the COM art gallery has be
come well-known in places as far away as New York, 
due to its growing popularity. 

In 1988 the job was given to the present director, 
Dr. Richard Lizza, who had been teaching art history at 

Stu~ents Frances Ovesny ~nd Eddie Alaniz view two art works displayed in the College of the 
Mamland Art Gallery durmg the Art Faculty show. The painting and drawing are the works of 
COM art instructor James Templer. The show ran Sept. 24 through Oct. 13. 

Ball State University, Muncie, Indiana. 
Some of the more prestigious artists who have been sign up almoSt halfway through a semester. 

featured in the gallery are Wayne Thiebaud, Neil Welliv- Most of the gallery's funding comes from the col- i$ a jewel hidden beneath the leaves, it is an experience 

(Photo by Greg Callahan) 

er, Harriet Shore and Paul Georges, Templer stated. l~ge budget, but it receives occasional grants from vari- everyone should take advantage of." 
These artists are all respected in the art community and ous local industries such as ARCO, Templer said. Re- Dr. Lizza is always looking for students who want 
known for their achievements in this field, he added. ccntly the gallery has applied for grants to college- to become involved, and due to the flexibility of the gal-

The art gallery is mainly used as an educational ve- oriented organizations like the Texas Commission on lery course, they are able to work around the student's 
hicle for students and the general public. Dr. Lizza teach- the Humanities, and the Texas Commission on the Arts. schedules. The Student Art Association can also be con-
es a class on gallery management and his students are the Templer feels strongly that students should become tacted for infonnation about future exhibits and lectures. 
ones most involved with the gallery productions. The involved in the gallery. "The gallery is a valuable teach- For more information, call the Fine Arts Dept. 
class is a flexible entry course which allows students to ing tool for the students and general public. The gallery (409) 938-1211, Ext. 348 or (713) 280-3991, Ext.348 . 

• -~-·-·-··•-•:!1!1>•-·-·-·-•-r-:-.-,-•-·-·-···-·-·-·-•41!11!• --•-·-·-·-·-·-·-···-·-···-·•··•·-·-·~•-.•-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-•-,· t' Twas the Night Before Christmas - jotirnalism stylef 
• • ! (A poem by Trish, edited by Jess) become an ordinacy tree, and that way TU stay!" her before. ! 
I 'Twas the night before Christmas, and all through Theo Vickie and Suzanne said, "We have a plan! To keep us awake on those long days and nights, ! 
•• We can stand together and sing loudly, like crazy rock Santa brought coffee mugs to help us publish on time! I 
• the house, not a journalism student stirred for they fans!" • 

! were all crasbed out. Jesse got his guitar and played o Christmas Tree MERRY CHRISTMAS TO Y
1

AILl ! 
! When all of ii sudden there arose .~rich· a clatter as the jo~nalism iolks sang teal loud, which for fNm tbelMerCOM staff ! 
! that Jesse jumped up to see what was the matter. them is quite easy! ! 
! He looked out the window with his hands on the ' Astrid yelled, "Penny ~ Go find my glasses! ! 
I pane, but he could not make it out, so he got his bud- Reda. take notest We must infonn the masses! This I • • t dy Alain. will be grand as an lnterCOM feature. but make sure ..... :~-;-,.~- I 
i "What do you suppose it could be?" Jesse asked. you get quotes from that -, that great big tree crea- • 111111111, i ! ''There's a light so bright that I can't really see ... " wre!" i 
1 Alain replie~ "Dude ..• it's a great big Christmas Trisha jumped up and exclaimed, "Gosh! You're • 
i tree!" really neat!" But Alain sai~ "Don't be deceived by ! 
•
1 

(By this time) the rest of the journalism folks had this Communist freak! 11 
.., ..... .......,. __ __..,.....,. !

1 • risen and come to the door, with Greg in theJ'iont Krash heard this. "He's not a Russian ora Soviet . • 
I . who, w'1en he "seen'tit, fell flat.on the.t,l.OOJ". spy! you'rejusta geek!'' said. the mad little gu.y, ' I 
i Christina then followed in the Christmas tree Then alf of a .sudden they heard the ringing of --~ i 
i chase, and for the ft.rst time in her life she bad nolb- sleigh-bells. They stood open•mou111, ,L ·cause ~ey i 
• ing to say! thought a train had de.railed. • ! ··Even Tercsawas shocked as she polled Greg out ll"was then lhat·they saw Santa. - the man him- i 
• of the way. She said, "This just can't be! Excuse me self! Along with eight tiny reindeer and a couple of • 
! Mr. Tree, would you like to join the SAB?" elves. He said, "Hey man, thanks for lookin' after the ! 
! Well, the tree sat down and be looked kind of tree; but l'm on a tight schedule so, hey, gotta ! 
I grim. His limbs were all sagging and his lights be- btreze!" - I 
i came dim. He asked, ''Can you help me find my way ~$ journalism folks. we all understo?d, But he ~-- , i 
! ~--. th,1eo}r•··N .. olo .. drltb p··•·· .. o. Je···•···.1i ... s ... anta go.• t J\ .~it careless.-.: h .... ·.e ts promised 19 Ie~ye 'QfSQgte!.hing really useful ~dgood. lnte1!QM's ney~r~m Jooifs ~omewhat ieat during i 

-~ . W¢ ru.I wchtback to bed, but when we µnally .. got lull n th ewspaner od t o cycle ·· • ! . "You see,T ~as ~ding ~ppily m_ the l,ac~ of his up, we saw tha~ he ~ad l:fl us each our own coffe; CUP: Th/ cou:;e of tb:M::.a:: ;t~ent n°e~s paper is ! 
• sleigh, but we hn a btgh wind and I JUSt blew away. "Look," said Tnsh. he left us coffee galorel Astrid located in Suite n in the Ltarnin.2° Resource Center. ! 
! And. if 1 don't get back by Chrisunas day, why, rll sa1d. "Caffeine makes me Cid.git!" But it never stopped (Photo by Penny Barrera) ! 
, ...... ~·--·-·--·-·-·-·-·-· .................................................................................................. 49-...................... ~.-· 
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·•************************************************************************************~ * * ElnterCOM staff shares Christmas memoriesi 
* * * * * Editor's Note: The following are various Christmas rec- morning! Grudgingly we crawled back into bed, pouting s an ta inspires Children * ! ollections of the InterCOM staff. Hopefully, they rese~- as we did, and finally fell back to sleep. : 

* ble ~ome form of seaso.nal fondness. Perhaps they will -by Vickie Fisher Christmas 1984 I wanted to do something special * 

: bring backfond memonesofyourown. Christmas on crutches for my niece an~ nephew who, at the time, were 1 and 3 ! 
* years old. I decided to dress as Santa Claus and go visit* 

*
* Ch • d Th Chri tm I be t · I , M them. at their house. My father tried to discourage me by ** 

* 
rzstmaS ream COme true e s as remem r mos IS ast years. y tellmg me that I was foolish to think that they would* 

memory begins on Dec. 15, 1989, the day before we got 
* • . . . . . f h I & t.h h 1·da 1 · ed kl not recognize me. But I felt they were too young·to fig- * 
* A Christmas I can picture m my mmd is Christmas out o sc oo ior e o I ys. spram my an eat ure out my secret so I t thro h .th . I th * 
* 1978 school and was on crutches all during vacation. But what wen ug wi It. twas e * 
* 1· · D 24 d 1 · · · makes that Christmas memorable is that I shared the 1·oy moSt wonderful feeling when my niece looked up at me * 
* t is ec. . an ~ Sittmg on my white w?Oden in awe because she thought that Santa Claus had really * 
* bed I am anxlousl look t b dr d of the holidays with my then I-month-old niece Aman- * • Y mg ou my e oom wm ow come to · ·1 h I ill I be th 1 k f * fr . . da. v1s1 er. w a ways remem r e oo o * 
* . om a ~mallthsubur

1 
b of Pd1ttsthburg, P~ Talrhe sndow 1s fall- amazement and delight in their eyes. * 

* mg agamst e g ass, an e grass is ea y covered This Christmas will be just as joyful as the last. b T T * ! with a couple of feet of snow. I stare up at the sky wait- - by Christina Bloom - Y eresa rygstad : 

* ing to see a sleigh with reindeer and hear a voice ring A Chr,·stmas Christmas in France * 
* out, "Ho! Ho! Ho!" Drowsey * 

*
* Gradually I fall asleep, and when I arise from my bed My best Christmas memo · f th Chri tmas : 

· th · I d · d · ry IS o e s my 
** m e mornrng, run ownstarrs an nouce all of the It was Christmas Eve 1974. I was an eager six-year- family spent in Europe. When I was 8 years old I went: 

Presents around our marble fireplace old racing to be the first one to the Christmas tree to see t M d M F * Th Chri • · . 0 on e arson, ranee, with my parents and little* 
* at stmas I received everythmg a 6-year-old what goodies Mommy, I mean Santa, had brought for sister to visit my father's famil Th t th 1 • * 
* girl could ask for My family is not Christian so we do me. Every year, besides getting other nifty oifts, I would y. a was eon Y ttme* 
* 

1 
b Chri. Ii . h Ii ' 0

• I ever met my relatives in France. We had a large seven-* 
* not ce e rate stmas as a re gious. o ~y. However, look forward to receiving my favorite doll. She was pink course meal and I remember how much fun I had, even* 
* when I was young my parents would Just give my broth- with white polka dots and her name was Drowsey. I though I couldn't speak F h 1 11 allin * 
* d · all 1- ti fri els . renc . can reca w g* 
* eChrirs ~tmme presetsnts srnce our 1t e en received could always recognize her, even with wrapping paper down the cobblestone streets in the city square and* 
* s as presen . and bows, by the shape of the box that she came in. tchin th peddl th · * . . wa g e ers by e roadside. I also remember ! Ii ti Th_at

1 
CBhristmas

1 
of 1978

1
dwas

1 
~un and ~nJedoyaalb

1
Ie for a Only this year she was nowhere to be found. I knew worrying that Santa wouldn't find our hotel. Needless to: 

* t e grr. ut as grew o er Just rece1v of my Santa bad made this awful mistake because Mommy say he did and ·1 th fun I ha * 
* presents on my birthday. knew how much I looked forward to seeing her. But nev- '. 

1 
was e moSl ve ever had on * 

* Christmas. * 
-by Reda Abouleish ertheless, no Drowsey! * 

: So with sadness in my heart I resorted to my old -by Alain Bianchi * 

: Christmas on wheels Drowseyfromtheprioryear.Surprisinglyenough,she A warm Christmas tale : 
* is still with me today. I am 21 years old now and look- * 
* My favorite Christmas was when I was 5 years old. ing back, I don't think 15 Drowseys could replace the When I was asked to write about a Christmas re-* 
: It was the first time that everyone in our family - aunts, loving memories I have had with her .... Merry Christ- memberance, I said, "Okay, but I don't really have one! 
* uncles, grandparents and cousins - spent Christmas to- mas! that sticks out." * ! gether. One of my cousins played Santa Claus, and all -by Penny Barrera "For cryyyyin' out loud! Make something up!! 
* the children thought he really was Santa Claus. I got the b Argh!" suggested Astrid, my instructor. * 
* only thing that I wanted for Christmas that year. It was a Christmas breeds a rat Well I planned to do that anyway. So here it is! ! black BMX bicycle. (hope it doesn't too unoriginal): * 
* -by Greg Callahan What I remember most about Christmas past is get- When I was eight. .. wait a sec, let's spice this up* 
: ting lots of presents. I always receive more than my here. At the age of eight, I suppose I was pretty trad.i-: 

* Early Christmas . share of gifts. I am a spoiled rotten kid. That is what / tional. Every year I'(,! hunt Easter eggs at Easter, do val- * 
* mornzng remember most about Christmas past. So stick that in entines on Valentine's day, trick and mostly treat during: 
* your pipe and smoke it, Santa! Halloween and alwa I u· · te th · I f * I remember a Christmas when I was a child just past . ys, a ways an cipa e amva o * 
* . . . -by Suzanne Hargrove Santa Claus at Christmas * 
* the age of realizaaon - when you finally discover the real . · * 
* Santa Claus is actually Mom and Dad. Warm welcome for Santa T~;.h:en this lo~tfe· I met Santa in an eight* 
* My younger sister, Cindi, and I shared a bedroom year-~ s earn, one . sbnas eve past. He held my! 
* th 1' · h th d ked •th Th I Chri th hand m uncommonly lovmg hands and took me for a * * next to e 1vmgroom w ere e tree was ec w1 eon y stmas memory at stands out is the . . . . . . 
* . . . . d1zzymg nde m his sleigh. He gave me a small gift * 

* 
ansel, ornaments and fesuve hghts. It was Chnstmas year I was about 13. It was Christmas Eve and all my wh·ch ed . 1 . hi d f' . * . . . . • d . 1 was wrapp m p am w te paper, an 1t m the 

* Eve and as was our tradillon, our family opened a gift meces an cousms were small and we were in the middle palm of my hand 1 't all th" . th * 

* 
· h f · · Af & f · h th d bell I d · can rec any mg more rn e * * wit some type o board game m 1t . ter a 1ew rounds o openmg presents w en e oor rang. got up an dream, but I awoke the next morning with an incredible * 

* of the game, my two broth.ers, two ~1sters and ~ were an~wered it, and believe it or not, Santa Claus was stand- blessing: That very gift awaited me at the foot of m * 
* scooted off to bed to await the arnval of Christmas ing in the doorway. He scared me so much that I red! Y * 
** morning. Well, my parents had barely laid their heads on slammed the door in his face. I didn't believe in Santa Christmas was nice th t d d dad! 

h · ·11 f · th "b. " gif h a d afte I I th' · I Ii ed h fri d f a year, an mom an * t eir p1 ows, a ter puttmg out e ,g ts, w en aus an r e im m rea z e was a en o chuckled at me and mocked me when I showed them the! 
! Cindi and I woke up. We jumped out of bed and ran into my parents who plays Santa Claus every year at the Car- tiny sleigh that Santa had left me. * 
* the livingroom to find our brand new bikes with radios! bide Christmas party. But even though I knew who he It plays a beautiful tune when you wind it up but* ! We had just begun to explore everything under the tree was, it stil1 was a lot of fun to watch the younger kids I've never known the title (nor indeed have heard it any- ! 
* and in our Chrisbnas stockings, when our mother came because they thought he really was Santa Claus. where else)! * 
* in and told us to go back to bed. It was only 2 in the -by Trisha Shaffer -by Jesse JoSt J 
'*************************************************************************************• 
Moslems celebrate Eid El Adha - a holy feast day 
By REDA ABOULEISH 
Staff Reporter 

Waking up to the sound of Christmas Carols echo-· 
ing throughout the house, children racing downstairs to 
see what Santa Claus has brought, and their squeals of 
delight represents a typical Christmas morning scene in 
an American Christian household. However, since not 
all Americans are Christians, not all Americans celebrate 
Christmas. 

Jews celebrate Hannukah during the Christmas holi
days, but I am not Jewish or Christian. I am a Moslem, 

a follower of Islam, and our holiday celebrations come at 
different times. 

Moslems have many holidays that come at different 
times of the year, and each celebration is unique in its 
own way. One of our biggest holidays is Eid El Adha, 
which means the feast of sacrifice. This sacrifice sym
bolizes the request of God for Ibrahim (Abraham) to kill 
his son. 

As Ibrahim was about to obey God's will, God al
lowed Ibrahim to kill a lamb instead. Therefore, a lamb 
is sacrificed and the poor are given 3/4 of it. Also, each 

Moslem must give to charity before the morning of the 
feast. The reason for this is so that the poor can enjoy 
the celebration of buying new clothes and presents for 
themselves. 

Wearing brand new clothes is a Moslem custom of 
all religious holidays. Another custom is an early morn
ing prayer, which is perfonned after dawn. Furthermore, 
Eid El Adha is celebrated after a religious pilgrimage to 
Mecca, though not every Moslem is able to make the 
long journey. The rest of the day and night of this holi
day is spent opening presents and sharing time with 
close and distant relatives. 
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Zackery Matthews takes a break from study
ing to smile for a picture while sitting at a 
bench in front of the Learning Resources 
Center library. (Photo by Penny Barrera) 

Matthews well-liked COM student 
By GREG CALLAHAN 
Staff Reporter 

Most people know Zackery Matthews because he 
slops to speak with almost everyone he sees. The always 
friendly Matthews is a full -time student and Lhe treasurer 
of the Student Activities Board at College of the Main
land. 

During Matthews' first semester at COM, he was 
not involved in the SAB. He did, however, notice the 
need for a new SAB. So he, Craig Leach and Bill Flow
ers decided to create a new one at the end of the 198$ 
spring semester. 

Since he has become involved in the SAB, Mat
thews has learned that he has the ability to cooperate 
with others, that he can learn under pressure and that he 
can communicate well. 

Matthews, 21, is a La Marque resident who graduat
ed from La Marque High School in 1987. There, he was 
president of his freshman class, treasurer of the Art Guild 
Club his sophomore year, treasurer of the Future Home
makers of America his junior year and president of the 
Home Economics Cooperative of Education his senior 
year. 

Matthews, whose first semester at COM was fall 
1987, explained why he chose COM: "It is economically 

feasible. It was a good choice of a small school, and my 
dad worked here and told me that it would be best to get 
my basics out of the way." 

Though Matthews is a communications major with 
a minor in business administration, his favorite class, so 
far, has been history. He says he learned a lot about 
America in that class. 

When asked what he would change about COM he 
replied that he would like "to see more people get in
volved in what goes on around campus and more minori
ty participation in school activities." 

The advice Matthews gives first-year college stu
dents is, "Believe in yourself, have goals, study hard and 
enjoy school." 

Matthews plans to enter the political arena later. He 
plans to accomplish this goal by "keeping a straight 
head" and remembering what he learned in kindergarten: 
to share, be kind, be honest and to help others. 

Matthews plans to transfer to the University of 
Houston-Clear Lake in the spring without graduating 
from COM. In 10 years, he hopes to see himself with a 
family and to be somewhat settled in his career. 

Matthews credits his teachers from kindergarten all 
the way through COM as being the greatest influence in 
his life. They, he says, have taught him everything he 
knows. 

COM offers cadet firefighters a brighter fllture 
By CHRISTINA BLOOM 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's Fire Academy has 22 
fire-fighting cadets in the day-time class and approxi
mately the same number in the evening class. 

The course teaches cadets the basic skills of fire 
fighting. The day-time academy is a 16-week course 
which always begins two weeks before each semester. 
The evening academy is eight months long. 

In an interview with four of the 22 day-time cadets, 
this reporter learned about some of the requirements, 
skills and other things the academy teaches prospective 
firefighters. 

Students in the day-time academy come from 
Galveston, Friendswood and several other towns in Tex
as as well as from out of state. John Walker, the presi
dent of the day-time academy, moved to Galveston from 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Walker moved to Texas in July 1989 to pursue a ca
reer in fire fighting. His decision to become a firefighter 
was the result of al(Jlost losing his youngest sister in a 
house fire when he was 13. He was allowed to join the 
fire service when he was 16. 

Walker related that moving to Texas cost him more 
than $3,000. Of that amount, $1,000 was for school tui
tion, books, uniforms and fees. He wanted to become a 
firefighter no matter what the cost and feels he made the 
right decision. 

Bob Watson, another cadet in the day-time academy, 
decided to become a firefighter after his house had a 
small fire. "The fire department got there so quickly that 
I was impressed," he said. "I decided to become a fire
fighter because I want to do something for my commu
nity and because I didn't want to become a police officer 
because they get shot at." 

"Initially I became interested in fire fighting as a re
sult of a friend of mine encouraging me to join a volun
teer fire department," day-time cadet John Hudson com
mented. "Now I want to become one (firefighter) to serve 
my community and acquire a sense of personal gratifica
tion." 

The fourth day-time cadet Eddie Morgan explained: 
"l decided to become a firefighter because I was always a 
team-·oriented person ever since I was knee high. A friend 

of mine was involved in Emergency Medical Service and 
fire training, and encouraged me to go into the career of 
fire fighting." 

One must be at least 18 years old, be in good physi
cal condition, and be a high school graduate or have a 
GED to become a cadet. Watson explained that to apply 
to the academy, one has to meet the qualifications of the 
application and "have the desire to become a firefighter." 

"Knowing skills in first aid and fire fighting are 

helpful but you don't have to know anything about 
them," Morgan said, "because you learn all the basic 
skills necessary in the field of fire fighting." 

Hudson said, "I had five years of fire fighting service 
before I entered the academy." 

"The things I knew before I entered the academy I 
learned in the Marine Corps," Watson said. 

"The training here is the same as it is in Pennsylva
nia," Walker explained. 

The academy teaches cadets how to climb ladders 
properly while carrying hoses. The cadets also are in
volved in physical training, on-the-job training and in
class training. 

"Firefighters learn to be role models to the commu
nity," Hudson said. "Because we are frequently in the 
public eye, we have to maintain proper appearance and a 
positive attitude in order to make the citizens of the 
community feel more secure." 

See Cadets Page 7 

From left cadet firefighters John Hudson, Bob Watson, John Walker, and Eddie Morgan pose for a picture 
while on a break fom class. (Photo by Christina Bloom) 



InterCOM, December 1989, Page 7 

Cadets have many reasons to become firemen 
Cont~ued from Page,.,_ _________ _ 

When asked if more schooling was required than 
what is provided at COM Morgan replied: "It's best to, 
but it's not necessary. After we complete the training, 
we receive certificates that meet the state of Texas quali
fications to become a firefighter. This course teaches us 
to have team spirit as well as giving us knowledge of 
the fire service." 

Hudson, Watson and Walker plan to get additional 
schooling. "There are three levels of education to become 
a firefighter: basic, intermediate and advanced," Hudson 
said. "After completing the advanced level of training, 
which takes about nine years, then you can receive a de-

gree." 
The purpose of going to another school is to re

ceive more training. "The training is more in depth in 
the field of fire science," Watson, who plans to get a de
gree in fire fighting, stated. "To be able to receive a de
gree, you would need to complete the advanced level suc
cessfully." 

The reason Hudson and Morgan chose COM is that 
the Houston City Fire Academy was packed. Both men 
live in Friendswood and COM is conveniently located 
for them. 

Walker explained the Houston City Fire Depart
ment's public relations office recommended COM to 
him. 

"After completing the academy course there is no 
guarantee of job placement," Hudson said. The cadets can 
work at any fire department in Texas with the certificate 
they earn, or they can go to another state and "challenge" 
that state's test for fire fighting. 

"Each state has its own certification test," Hudson 

said. "Some states will allow you to come in with the 
certificate from one academy and take their test. If you 
pass their test then you might be eligible to work for 
that state. The test depends on the individual fire depart
ment. Generally most fire departments require that you 
take both a physical agility test and a civil service test in 
order to work for a particular fire department" 

Ex-COM teacher Carbide fire chief 
By TRISH SHAFFER 
Staff Reporter 

When a fire alarm goes off, Joe Brantley will be 
around 

Since 1%1 Brantley has been a part of the Arcadia 
Volunteer Fire Department where he has served as its 
chief since about 1977. 

Brantley, who taught Fire Technology classes here 
at College of the Mainland for three semesters, has 
worked for Union Carbide since April 1%6. He started . 
out as an operator and was promoted to fire chief in June 
1974 because of his fire technology experience. Now 
Brantley is one of five members of the new emergency 
response management team at Carbide, this program has 
been in place since 1988. 

"Our charter ( of the Emergency Response Manage
ment Team) is made to develop procedures to comply 
with federal laws and company policy, to set the policy 
on training and also to train the emergency response ---team- su Brantley says. The management team also "main
tains all fire equipment, develops budgets and requests 
for new equipment, and interphases with local fire agen
cies and mutual aid organizations to provide support 
when needed," he adds. 

An example of what they do is the recent explosion 
at the Phillips Petroleum Plant. Union Carbide as well 
as many area plants assisted in containing the fire. 

In addition to all this Brantley also instructs fire 
training schools at the Galveston fire field and at the 
Texas A&M fire field. He is one of six vice chairman of 
the Industrial Fire School at the Texas A&M fire field · 
which has students that come from all over the world. 
He is also chairman of the Union Carbide Corporate Fire 
School that is held at Texas A&M every year. 

Brantley also is 1989 chairman of the Galveston 
County Fireman's association training committee. This 
team plans and coordinates a county fire school for area 
fire departments each year. 

Brantley is an honorary member of the Galveston 
Fire Department and is one of three generations of frre
men in his family. His father worked for the Galveston 
Fire Department as does his son J.L. Brantley Jr. who 
also works in the Arcadia Volunteer Fire Department. 

Although Brantley is very busy; he does make time 
for hobbies, like fishing and building train models. He 
enjoys taking his grandchildren fishing in his new boat, 
and likes anything to do with trains. 

"I love to build models or ride the real thing, or 
sometimes just watch (trains)," Brantley says. 

Union Carbide Fire Chief Joe Brantley is a 
former COM Fire Technology Instructor. 

Nursing instructor enjoys teaching 
By PENNY BARERRA 
Staff Reporter 

Lynn Hurt's philosophy of life is "to be happy ... 
and enjoy every day." And she seems to be doing just 
that. 

Hurt is a nursing instructor at College of the Main
land who teaches Posology, a class in which medicinal 
calculations is learned. Hurt, who is also a registered 
nurse, has been teaching at COM eight years. She re
ceived a bachelor's degree in nursing in 1960 from Mar
quette University in Milwaukee, Wis., and a master's de
gree in nursing from the University of Texas Medical 
Branch, in Galveston, in 1980. 

This past summer, Hurt worked at Baywood Hospi
tal in Clear Lake as a staff nurse. Although she is not 
active in nursing at this time, she does hope that some-

day she can return. Because being a nurse requires long 
hours and can involve much critical work, Hurt states 
that "the hours for teaching are better." Therefore at the 
moment, she prefers teaching to nursing. Also, Hurt has 
a younger child at home and feels her time with her son 
is far more important than hours away from him. How
ever, she does state that nursinglis a "wonderful profes
sion." When asked her advic~ f;~ future nursing students, 
she sits back, smiles. and simply states with a smile, 
"be prepared to work hard." 

Originally from Kansas, Hurt has chosen to make 
her home in the Clear Lake area. She has four children 
and two grandchiidre~. In her spare time, Hurt works 
with the Emergency Medical System in Nassau Bay, to 
keep her hand in nursing. She also enjoys sewing and 
working in her yard. 

Scolarships available to students 
By PENNY BARRERA 
Staff Reporter 

Scholarships: Where does one apply for them? Who 
can apply for them? What scholarship is best for me? 

These are common questions students ask. Many 
students are new to College of the Mainland and are un
familiar with the variety of services available. 

All scholarships are listed in the COM catalog. To 
apply for the scholarship of your choice, fill out an ap
plicntion fom1 available in the Financial Aid Office in 

the Administration Building. Anyone can apply, howev
er, not all will receive financial aid. 

According to Dan Doyle, director of Financial Aid 
and Placement, aid is given to people on the basis of 
need. 

· Last year COM gave a total of almost $1 million in 
financial aid. So if you need help and would like to 
know more about financial aid and scholarships, visit the 
Financial Aid Office or call (409) 938-1211 Ext 274 or 
(713) 280-3991. 
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What's Happening 

Heroic College of the Mainland student Eric Bell stands among his fine-feathered friends beside 
the duck pond. Bell recently waded into the icy water of the pond to rescue a drowning goose. 
Goosebusters story begins on Page 1. (Photo by Suzanne Hargrove) 

C-OM's Goose saved by a Bell 
Continued from Page 1----------

dashing into the water to save our beloved goose. 
Bell realized how very cold a duck pond can be in 

late November, and with no thoughts of himself and the 
terrible case of pneumonia he might be catching, he pro
ceeded to the Administration Building to take his case to 
a higher court 

His case was that of cruelly to animals, actually foul 
behavior toward fowl. 

While Bell agrees that the goose must be dealt with, 
he feels that it could have been handled in a more hu
mane manner. One that did not include bondage. 

When Bell was asked about his heroic goose-saving 
episode, he said it was "indecent and inhumane for ccr-

tain administrators to state, and I quote,' This situation 
doesn't matter. It's just a wild goose and I'm too busy to 
bother with it now."' So Bell decided to take matters 
into his own hands and he called Bayou Parks and Wild
life Department. They stated that they would come and 
get the goose. 

For those of you who haven't noticed, our fine feath
ered friend is still here. And if the goose has its way, it 
always will be. But, maybe that's the way it should be. 
After all, freedom is what America is all about. 

When the goose was approached for a statement, he 
was quick to give a snip, but no comment or words of 
praise or appreciation to Bell. 

Grievance Policy 
Everyone (this means you) should know about the 

College of the Mainland's student grievance policy and 
procedures. 

If you have any college-related problems where you 
feel you are being treated unfairly or being discriminated 
against (for race, creed, sex, appearance) or your educa
tion is being inhibited, you can submit a grievance to 
the College employee most directly responsible for the 
condition of your grievance. The same goes for any in
structor experiencing the same unfairness. 

Any student has the opportunity to seek the resolu
tion of a grievance concerning the interpretation, applica
tion or claimed violation of his or her rights as a COM 
student. 

Fifth Horse slated 
This year's premiere production at College of the 

Mainland Arena Theatre will be Journey of the Fifth 
Horse. This is a play based on The Diary of a Superflu
ous Man, by Tergenev. According to Jack Westin, direc
tor of the play, this is "the most ambitious project this 
theater has ever undertaken." Opening Jan. 25, the play 
will be shown on Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights 
at 8, and on Sunday afternoons at 2:30. Closing date is 
Feb. 18, so get your tickets now! 

Bridge offers help 
A December 1989 news release, issued by The 

Bridge, a crisis intervention center for women and their 
children, states that it is offering free peer support 
groups for victims of family violence and sexual assault. 

-If you need help to deal with the stress of abuse and 
its effects on your life, call (713) 472-0753 or (713) 
333-9815. 

Did you know? 
German-Americans are an important factor in Ameri

can life. In some states, especially in the Mid-West, half 
the population claims to have German origins. In the 
1980 census one in five Americans declared themselves 
to be of German ancestry. 

Tourney winners SAB plans Mardi Gras dance for COM 

Andrea Leger, left came in first and 
Shannon Kopetsky came in second in 
College of the Mainlands racquetball 
tournament held ·oec. 1 and 2. The wom
en, who are enrolled in the credit rac
quetball course, won in the womens no
vice division. See related story Page 7. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 

College of the Mainland's Student Activities Board 
is sponsoring a Mardi Gras Day Feb. 15, 1990, to get 
you in the mood for celebrating. The Jazz Combo will 
be performing in the Student Center on that day during 
College Hour. 

There will be an opportunity to win a prize. A cake 
will be baked with a doubloon stuck inside. The person 
who gets the piece of cake with the coin inside wins a 
secret prize. 

The SAB will also be co-sponsoring a Mardi Gras 

dance with Gaiveston College Feb. 16 at the San Luis 
Hotel in Galveston. The SAB is trying to secure The 
Solution for a live performance. The Solution has played 
at previous pre-holiday dances: this year's as well as last 
years. 

Hors d'oeuvres will be served, and there will be a 
cash bar. I.D.'s will be required. 

Students are admitted free with their student I.D. 
Tickets for guests can be bought for $2 in advance and 
$4 at the door. Tickets can be purchased in the COM 
Gym lobby starting Monday Feb. 5. 

COM'sAmahl heart-warming opera 
Continued from Page 1 ---------

The group of shepherd peasants, largely played 
by COM choir members, sing delightfully and sur
round you with their harmonious voices - even in 
stereo - since they sing, at one point, in time with 
a pre-recorded tape of themselves. 

Th~ story takes place in the small hovel of 
Amahl and his mother. They are visited one even
ing by the three Wisemen who are seeking a place 
to rest before they continue with their quest to see 
the newborn Christ child. 

The music throughout the opera is conducted 
live by Bob MacWilliams, assistant director at 
Texas City ·High School. This COM Christmas 
special is obviously well-rehearsed and well worth 
seeing. It's not too long, so you don't have to take 
too much time out of your busy "Yuletide" sched
ule to relax with a bit of true Christmas spirit. 

Performances are on Thursday, Friday and Sat
urday evenings at 8, and Sunday matinees at 2:30. 
Call COM's Arena Theatre at Ext 345 or (409) 
938-1773 for ticket information. 
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Panel concludes 
King's dream 
far from realized 
By SOPHELIA CONLEY 
Staff Reporter 

The Organization of African American Culture at 
College'Of the Mainland sponsored a panel discussion on 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.: Keeping the Dream Alive in · 
osbservance of Black History Month. 

The panel discussion held in the Student Center 
Feb. 9 sought to answer how much of Dr. King's dream 
of eq11ality for blacks has been achieved. Dr. King, who 
was slain in Atlanta, Ga., in 1969, was at the forefront 
of the civil rights movement. 

Panelists included: Dr. Vanneise A. Collins, assist
ant to the COM president; Candace Hall, COM student; 
Earnest Navy, co-chairman of OAAC; Alexander T. 
Pratt, chairman of Division of Social Sciences; and Lar
ry L. Smith, instructor in the Division of Social Scienc
es. 

ster Moore. chaii:g::.m cf OMC,.bog.,;a tt3 di , 
cussion by asking panelists if they felt that Dr. King's 
dream of equality for blacks has been realized. 

"No, it hasn't been realized in many areas," Pratt re-

Groundbreakin , cerem1.n. l <' I . 

held 

President Larry L. Stanley (fat Ifft) along •ith 'Teias ~neral Cont:racti)tS representative:. It.El
lis Candreat .. and Board Qt Trustees ,member~ break ground for C~llege ot the Mamland's . 
new Jndpstrial Education. Building. Board members third from left, J~ Hoover, Jimmy ,Jones, 

Butler. Bennie Matthecws. Ivan Lan ford, and Mary Doyle. (Photo by Penny Ban,i'a) 
sponded. "King was concerned with social equality, eco
.nomir• ,a -.-J i.ty ,,.,,, •h~ ··va:~ ,,,:1:t7 4" 1;;;a.l. ~,:On fu-
everyone. That has not been realized by any stretch of 
the imagination. 

"If we look at the educational system today," Pratt 

continued, "we find that blacks are going backwards. We 
find fe"ie · hla.~k males gettinl:, in~ulve<l with ihe educa
tional system, and (we find) a downswing of black fe
males going on for advanced degrees." 

See OAAC Page 8 

COM airs Black History· Month teleconf ere nee 
By SUZANNE HARGROVE 
Staff Reporter 

In recognition of February as Black History Month, 
College of the Mainland presented the teleconference Be
yond the Dream II on Feb.I. This program viewed dif
ferent aspects of the influence of black history on society 
in America and around the world. 

The telecast featured guests such as Doug E. Fresh 
& The Get Fresh Crew, a singing group; Kashif, a sing-

er, writer/producer; and Bernice King, daughter of the late 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Nine segments, each t.: .• phasizing the black commu
nity and its contributions, were featured. A main topic of 
discussion was education and how far it has come. There 
was an insightful look at the challenge black Americans 
face in their educational future, and how education has 
changed since the early 1900s. Black college funds have 
been created, and most importantly, black and white chil
dren all attend the same schools. 

Consumer advocate Nader to speak at graduation 
Consumer rights advo

cate Ralph Nader is sched-
uled to speak at the Col
lege of the Mainland May 

crcwd in 

11 graduation. 
Nader has worked for 

more than 20 years in the 
name of consumer ri_ghts. 

He first hit the nation with 
his book, Unsafe at Any 

Speed: The Designed-in 
Dangers of the American 

Automobile, in which he 
ultimately made seat belts 

a mandatory feature in all 
automobiles. 

Nader has launched a 
consumer movement that 

strives to increase the qual
ity in Americans' lives by 

enforcing public health and 
general safety issues. 

Nader also is known 
for his passionate and in-

triguing speeches which 
seem to have an inspiring 
effect on his audiences. 

Other interesting topics were civil rights and poli
tics. Recent victories by black Americans show a new 
era in American politics; this change was thoroughly 
discussed. Guests on this segment included: Angela Da
vis, writer/educator; Jack Gravely, professional orator; 
Marcia Ann Gilespie, executive editor for Ms. magazine 
and King. Their focus was on race relations and other 
civil rights issues affecting black Americans. 

Through art on canvas as well as on film and vinyl, 

See Beyond Page 8 

Club feels InterCOM 
unfair in coverage 

By SOPHELIA M. CONLEY 

Does the Student Activities Board receive 
more financial support from College of the Main
land than any other school club or organization? 
Docs the InterCom, (COM student publication) 
provide more coverage for SAB events than for any 
other group? 

Some students and faculty members have ex
pressed feelings of concern to the COM adminis
tration that the SAB receives more funds and sup
port from the school than any other studeni
organization. 

Lester Moore, president of the Organization of 
African American Culture says: "The SAB does 
get quite a bit bf money. Some of the money they 
spend is unnecessary. For example, the SAB 
spends money on free movies, bands and free 
Cokes at registration. Some of that money could 
be better spent to inform students more on issues 
that arc going on around us." See Club Page 3 . 
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Editorials/News 
Grievance policy 
made forstudents 
By SOPHELIA M. CONLEY 
Staff Reporter 

Dr. Vanneise Collins, assistant to President Larry L. 
Stanley, has established a formal grievance policy for 
College of the Mainland students. 

"Student satisfaction to the resolution of grievances 
is important," Dr. Collins stated. 

"If a srudent feels frustrated about something that is 
going on in class, or they feel that a professor is doing 
something that is interfering with their educational pro
cess, their rights are protected under the guidelines of a 
formal or informal grievance procedure," Dr. Collins ex
plained. 

The grievance policy covers two areas. First it "pro
tects students against discrimination, which is impor
tant, because it keeps COM in compliance with state and 
federal laws," Dr. Collins explained. "Secondly, if a stu
dent feels that there is an act going on at the college that 
is interfering with their educational learning process, that 
is a violation of their rights.They can have their rights 
protected via this grievance process. 

"I don't necessarily say that the grievance procedure 
will have an outcome that everyone will be happy with 
at all times, but it does permit students a fair hearing 
about an issue that they feel very strongly about," Dr. 
Collins stated. "The process allows room for negotia
tion and attempts to provide satisfactory resolution to all 
parties involved." 

This policy does not address grading. "Grading is 
still within the faculty domain, if a student has a prob
lem about grading they must first try to resolve it with 
the faculty member, next with the division chair and 
then with the dean of instruction," Dr. Collins ex
plained. "This policy limits itself to discrimination of 
race, sex, creed, or sexual harrasment, and any violation 
of rights that interfere with a students learning process." 

Dr. Collins' office doors are open to all COM stu
dents. "If a student came to me about a grading concern, 
I could suggest some things to them informally about 
how a professor arrives at a grade," Dr. Collins said. 

A student with concerns about grading is expected to 
have a copy of his course document and copies of his 
grades. He must know how to average his grades and 
then be able to look at what the evidence says about it. 
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Vanneise Collins, assistant to the president pauses for a photo. Collins has established a formal 
grievance policy for College of the Mainland students. (Photo by Penny Barrera) 

"A student's argument about grades can't be based on 
emotions," Dr. Collins emphasized. 

The grievance policy should be implemented by ear
ly Feburary, Dr. Collins said. In addition to protecting 
students rights, the grievance policy attempts to help 
students' learn how to operate in everyday life. "These 
procedures will help students learn how to cope in a 
working enviroment," Dr. Collins said. 

If a student has a grievance he wants to address, the 
first step is to go to Dr. Collins' office and discuss his 
concerns. -At that point Di: Collins will plan a course 
of action to take. "It may be something that can be re
solved with one or two phone calls," Dr. Collins said. 
"I would come back to the student with a response, then 
the student can decide, at that point, whether or not he 
wanted to take a more formal action." 

If a student wants formal action taken, he must com
plete a grievance form which calls for him to have writ
ten documentation of the events involved with his grie
vance. 

Kind-hearted man 
By JESSE JOST 
Co-Editor 

Sherman Warner is an 82-year-old resident of Texas 
City. He is a good-natured man, humorous and kind, and 
also a believer in God. His admirable nature comes from 
a mix of these attributes and what he has done for his 
community, the Texas City area. 

College of the Mainland boasts melodic chimes 
each hour, Monday through Friday 8 to 6 p.m., which 
Warner donated in 1986. "I put the carillon (melodic 
chimes) in the college for the purpose of trying to bring 
more God to the campus. Also, people have music and 
music is the universal language. I would like more peo
ple to enjoy them than are enjoying them now.". 

Warner claims that he is not really a philanthro
pist and is by no means a wealthy man. 

"I taught for $60 a month for years," he explains. 
"Back in the Depression when you couldn't buy any
thing, you didn't have any money, welrI learned to save 
some money and it has come in handy now. I've been re
tired 17 years." 

The money he puts into his donations comes from 
years of investment. "I used the interest for gifts to the 
church and city. The City Hall (Texas City) has the 
chimes. The First Christian Church out on 21st Street 
has the chimes I gave them also. They like them very 
much." 

Warner's most recent donation is the "Arc You 
OK?" system in Texas City. "Every morning the system 
l:a.t.ls the people who are handicapped or elderly and asks 

If a student thinks he or she has something that is 
grievable, they must document the date the event oc
curred, summarize the events and facts surrounding the 
issue and suggest a resolution to the problem. 

Dr. Collins, who received her doctorate from State 
University of New York at Buffalo, N.Y., has offered to 
assist any student who needs help in writting his grie
vance. A student need not be fearful of the process. Dr. 
Collins stressed, "If they have a thought, if they have an 
inclination, come and discuss it." 

. lf..a.studeot.doe$n'.t want.to pr.oceed to..Jt fonnallevel 
he doesn't have to. This process can be terminated any
where along the line, Dr. Collins said. If a student wants 
his grievance aired to the COM Board of Trustees, he has 
a right to have it heard there. The Board of Trustees de- · 
termine policies for the institution. 

Dr. Collins wants students to understand that her 
role is "to facilitate to assist, to inform, to be an advoca
tor on behalf of the students and on behalf of the admin
istration in doing the right thing." 

serves · community 
them if they are OK. If they are, they just hang up the 
phone," he explained. This system operates in areas 
throughout the United States. 

Warner's donations are supposed to benefit his fel
low man. He wants to "remind (people) of church, and to 
be good to their neighbor." 

Sherman Warner (Photo by Penny Barrera) 
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Club feels short changed on funds 
Continued from Page 1---------- ment," President Stanley explained. The SAB is an or-

"SAB has a better chance of getting more money ganization that serves as a type of student government 
than we (OAAC) do because their adviser has been here open to the entire student body. "I've been here since the 
longer than ours," Moore explained. "I think that their 1970s and we haven't really had an effective student or-
adviser runs their program, that's why they get so much ganization that's served us like the SAB," President 
money year after year." Stanley explained. 

Al Bass, who is in his second year as faculty adviser Maryann Urick, coordinator of COM Recreational 
for the OAAC said: "We (OAAC) understand that there Progams and faculty adviser for SAB said, "SAB is sup-
are other student organizations on campus. In looking at posed to be the group that anyone in any other organiza-
allotment of funds there must be funding for everyone. tion can be part of." 
We wanted more money," he said. But in terms of Brett Rachel, newly elected president of SAB, stated 
"spreading the wealth, basically everything we asked for that"SAB tries to bring everyone together." But, accord-
we did get" ing to Rachel, no one in the SAB, is in any other stu-

Addressing the issue of SAB receiving more finan- dent club. COM has a variety of clubs, but unlike the 
cial support from the COM administration, President SAB they are geared to their own special interest. 
Larry L. Stanley said: "It's true they do receive the most Urick, who has been the SAB faculty adviser for 
money. The SAB is supposed to use these funds in ac- about six years, would like to see that change. 
tivities that involve all students, such as the college pie- "Every year since I've been involved with SAB, the 
nics or the college dance." group has put on student/employee picnics. We'd like to 

The SAB is geared to benefit the "general student see this year, if every organization would be part of it, 
body and not directed toward any special interest of any would contribute in some way so that it would be a 
given club," President Stanley explained. "It is true that whole student involvement," Urick emphasized. "This 
money has been dispersed in such a way that the SAB would give people in the different areas of interest the 
has the most of it, but they do most of the activities for opportunity to socialize together, r~ther than the other 
everyone." separate groups having their own little things." 

Explaining college policy for the formation of clubs Rachel and Urick want the student body to be aware 
and allocation of funds President Stanley stated: "They that any special interest clubs can co-sponsor events 
have to have a college sponsor. If they have a club, with the SAB. One benefit of co-sponsorship is that "it 

they have to send a member of their club to the Student would get students who haven't been working together 
Advisory Council, which is a group that I meet with to work together," Urick explains. 
periodically, II Rachel stressed, "The idea would be to see a more 

The primary objective of the council is to decide unified school." 
how funds are divided among the student clubs. "I don't 
decide that, the students do," President Stanley stressed. 

"If there are folks that are concerned that they're not 
getting a fair share of the SAB money they really need to 
bring that forward to the College Senate. They can 
come to my office and I'll take it to the senate. If they 
want to know who the senate is come and ask me, I'll 
tell them," President Stanley emphasized. 

Students should understand that the "SAB was 
formed about four or five years ago as an outgrowth of 
our inability to ever develop an effective student govem-

"SAB is in the school newspaper everytime the pa
per comes out," Moore stressed. "There's always some
thing that says SAB does this, or SAB does that I feel 
that they (the InterCOM staff) don't pay enough atten
tion to us (OAAC)." 

"lnterCOM strives to give publicity to all clubs and 
cover as many functions as possible. However, since 
the SAB seems to sponsor more events than any other 
clubs, they get more publicity," emphasized Astrid H. 
Lowery, InterCOM faculty adviser. -

F o st er retires after 23 years of • service toCOM 

Helen Foster, former executive secretary 
to the president at College of the Main
land, reads the inscription on the cake 
during her retirement party. 

By VICKIE FISHER 
Co-Editor 

"I'm not making any definite plans right now," He
len Foster, executive secretary to the president at College 
of the Mainland, stated regarding her Jan. 31 retirement. 
"People say, 'Well, are you going to start traveling?,' 
and that's not really my thing to do. I would like to take 
some short trips but ... I'm not a world traveler." 

Foster was one of the first three employees hired at 
COM on April 10, 1967. She was hired as executive 
secretary to the president and has served in that position 
for 23 years. In that time she has worked with four presi
dents and one interim president. 

Foster graduated from the Modem School of Busi
ness, an affiliate A & M University at Monticello, Ark., 
in 1939. She then began teaching for the college, and re
mained there for three years. 

roster then transferred to Greenville, Miss., where 
she met and married her husband. Since he in the service 
at the time they did a little traveling, and lived in north
ern Louisiana for a while. They later moved to La 
Marque where Foster has been living since 1948. 

Through the years she has taken several seminars 
and short courses including some classes at COM. 

"I've worked all my life so I'm wondering what it's 
going to be l~e to stay at home," Foster mused. 'Tm 
one of those that was raised on the farm and we always 
worked 'til we dropped!" ~he grew up on an Arkansas 
farm that has been in her family since the 1800s. 

Foster's hobbies include needle crafts such crochet
ing. She also 1tas been a member the Professional Secre
taries Association for more than 30 years and was Secre
tary of the year at one point. 

"I think that my close friends here ... know that I'm 
not that type of person to bask in any kind of attention," 
Foster, who reluctantly gave this interview, confessed. 
"I've always been one to give a lot of attention." 

Fqster has thre<t sons who are engineers for different 
companies in the area. 

• Getting ···• facts straight, 
maKing.i a correction 
~~i1~&f.·····-!2~1%:: .... ·. 
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Features 
Magician thrills COM with intriguing illusions 
By CHRISTINA BLOOM 
Staff Reporter 

Do you know the difference between reality and illu
sion? 

On Jan. 18, Kevin Spencer thrilled the College of 
the Mainland audience, with help of his wife and assist
ant Cindy, by trying to show the difference. 

Kevin took that day's issue of The Texas City Sun 
and explained that it was reality. Then the audience 
thought they saw him tear the paper into pieces. He ex
plained what he did was an illusion. Then he asked what 
the newspaper represented. The audience replied, "Reali
ty." After tearing up the newspaper, he asked the audi
ence what that was called. Most people answered, "Illu
sion," which was what the illusionist wanted everyone 

Kevin Spencer, illusionist, demonstrates a coin trick to Alecia Harrison as Marcos Williams 
(behind Harrison) and Tee Allen (seated) look on. (Photo by Penny Barrera) 

Fifth Horse full of twists, surprises 
By SUZANNE HARGROVE 
Staff Reporter 

Journey of the Fifth Horse, directed by Jack Westin, 
opened Jan. 25 and closed on Feb.18 in the College of 
the Mainland Arena Theatre. The play by Ronald Rib
man is based on a short story written by 19th century 
Russian author Ivan Turgenev titled, "The Diary of a Su
perfl0us Man." The play was presented as an area pre
miere. 

Journey of the Fifth Horse sets out to answer the 
question, "What is the meaning of life, and my purpose 
in it?" The setting takes place in the late 19th century 
in Saint Petersburg, Russia. In the opening scene the au
dience is introduced to all of the main characters through 
conversation and foreshadowing. 

Zoditch, played by Robert Judd, is employed by a 
publishing house as the first reader. In the opening 
scene we meet Terentievna, played by Phyllis Dorflinger 
and her grandson Sergey, played by Erik Leonard. They 
have brought a diary to the publishing house which was 
written by Terentievna's late employer, Nikolai Chulkat
urin, played by James R. Raby. Raby was seen earlier 
this season on the COM stage in The Nerd. Though he 
does not want to waste his time reading this diary, Zo
ditch is ordered to do so by his boss, Pandalevski, played 
by Cliff Mabry, COM veteran of such plays as The 

Nerd, and The Foreigner. 
The second scene takes place in Zoditch's apartment 

Here he is seen begrudgingly reading over the diary. This 
is where the plot begins its twist. While Zoditch reads 
the diary, the audience sees the action taking place on 
side stage. At times, Zoditch will pause to let the audi
ence know that he has other things on his mind, such as 
fantasizing a sexual encounter with Miss Grubov, played 
by Linda Kissner. Zoditch begins to see his life through 
this -diary. Many instances are parallelled. Through the 
use of theatre magic, we see Chulkaturin's image when 
Zoditch peers into the mirror. The characters all come 
face to face in Zoditch's mind, with the two main charac
ters finally facing each other in the end. Chulkaturin 
feels superfluos while Zoditch realizes he was loved. 
Love is the winner in this story. 

This play is actually a play within a play, with 
many twist and surprises. Many of the roles are double 
played, which was the intention of the playwright. This 
adds to the plot as well as the spectacle of the play. 

The cast consisted of 17 actors, each one doing a re
markable job in their role. 

If you did not get a chance to see the play, the book 
is highly suggested. 

Look for the opening of Dames at Sea, March 15 -
April 8. This is anotpcr show that promises to be enter
taining. 

Biannual blood drive~ set for February 
The Houston Blood Center along with College of 

the M~inland's Student Activities Board will sponsor the 
semi-annual blood drive Feb. 27 and 28. 

The goal for this semester's drive is to top .148 
which is the number of donors who participated in last 
October's drive. 

to say. But someone called out, "Reality." With that, 
Kevin said, "Now you're confused," and the audience 
laughed. By-then Kevin thought he had everyone con
vinced that tearing up the paper was an illusion. He dem
onstrated that by opening the same issue of the paper and 
instead of having several pieces, he had one copy of the 
newspaper with creases to make it look like it was fold
ed. 

I 

The husband and wife illusionist team, sponsored by 
the Student Activities Board, have performed in several 
parts of the world including Canada and Australia. They 
have also performed on cruise ships. 

The illusionist entranced the audience with another 
fascinating trick in which 7-year-old Ryan Hooper was a 
volunteer. Cindy asked him to make a gun with his 
thumb and forefinger with which Hooper shot a balloon 
stuck to a board. When it popped a white dove appeared. 

The finale of the show was a trick that Harry Houdi
ni made famous more than a hundred years ago. Kevin, 
with chains on his wrists, climbed into a red bag which 
was tied at the top and placed inside a solid wood box. 
The box was closed up and locked on all four sides with 
master locks. This reporter was one of the four volun
teers who checked the locks. Cindy then took a red cur
tain, stood on top of the box and started to count to 
three. But before she started counting, she told the four 
volunteers to close the circle around the box. She started 
to count, but before she could get to three, Kevin was on 
top of the box and his wife was inside the bag. The bag 
was tied at the top and she had the chains on her wrists. 
Kevin had warned the audience not to blink or they 
would miss the illusion. He was right. We volunteers 
could not believe our eyes even though we were standing 
inches away. 

I was glad.that I was able to see the show and would 
like to see them perform again. 

~~«m11~ 
wr~ 
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Free SAB 
well worth 
By PENNY BARRERA 
Photography Edit.or 

• movie 
• seeing 

The Student Activities Board at College of the 
Mainland will present the movie, Look Who's Talking, 
in the Learning Resource Center Auditorium, L-131, on 
March 30 and 31 at 7 p.m. The movie is rated PG-13 
due to some strong language. 

In this film Kirstie Alley portrays a woman who is 
involved with a not yet divorced man and is trying to 
persuade him to hasten his divorce. Then unexpectedly 
she becomes pregnant. As she realizes he wants nothing 
to do with the child, Alley proceeds to end the affair and 
begins her search for the perfect daddy. 

We watch Alley through weeks of nausea and dis
comfort, till suddenly she is ready to deliver. Hurridly 
she hails a taxi. The driver is none other than the "I ha
ven't seen him lately," John Travolta. Travolta, in an 
unforgetable perfonnance, drives wrecklessly through on
coming traffic and manages to get her to the hospital on 
time. The delivery goes fine. It's a boy. 

A baby unlike any other baby, Mikey, joins the 
world to make us laugh. The voice of Mikey is humor
ously done by funny guy and all-around smooth talker, 
Bruce Willis. 

Travolta makes repeated unannounced visits to the 
mother and baby. At first he is a dis.traction to Alley as 
she attempts to find the perfect father. But she realizes 
Travolta is a worthy baby-sitter. 

Over several months' time as Travolta and Mikey 
become attached to each other, Alley and Travolta's 
friendship also deepens. Travolta then decides. to take Al
ley and Mikey on a visit to his aging grandfather in a 
nursing home. What follows is a hilarious hunt and 
chase sequence afte 2-year-old Mikey wanders away from 
the nursing home. 

Mikey finds his way into a car about to be towed 
and is taken along on a ride through the city streets. Dur
ing a stop, Mikey gets out only to find himself in the 
middle of a busy street. 

Is Mikey saved? Does Alley find the perfect man? 
And what happens to Travolta? To find out the ending of 
this funny, yet tear-jerking movie, you'll have to go see 
it. 

This motion picture has already earned nearly $60 
million according to figures released by Entertainment 
Data Inc. 

Making a debut on her first successful motion pic
ture, Alley, currently of Cheers fame, performs with a 
confidence that is evident on the screen. She is not as 
limited to time or space on the Big Screen as she is on 
television, thus giving her the chance to show us her tal
ent. 

I loved the movie and think it is well worth your 
money. Fortunately, you don't have to pay a cent. Come 
and see this delightful movie free of charge. You won't 
be disappointed. 

A & M holds lectures 
This spring Texas A&M University at Galveston is 

presenting public lectures made possible in part by 
grants from the Texas Committee for the Humanities, 
Harris and Eliza Kempner Fund and the Wortham Fund 
of the Rosenberg Library. 

Living on the Edge; Life along the Texas Coast will 
be the main topic discussed. Subtopics such as the cultu
ral geography, history, anthropology and many more in
teresting facts also will be explored. 

Two lectures have already been held. The remaining 
are for the following Wednesdays: Feb. 21, March 7, 
March 21, March 28 and April 4. All lectures ru-e at 7 
p.m. in the Rosenberg Library, 2310 Sealy, Galveston. 
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Sculptor Nick DeVries stands with one of his pieces recently exhibited at the COM Art Gallery. 
He will take his 17-piece exhibit to Bratislava, Czechoslovakia later this year. 

(Photo by Penny Barrera) 

DeVries shows work at COM 
By PENNY BARRERA 
Photography E~i!or 

Between Jan.18 and Feb. 9, College of the Mainland 
had the opportunity to present the clay works of Nick 
De Vries, a well-known Houston artist, as well as a Uni
versity of Houston-Clear Lake art professor. The show
ing of 17 pieces of DeVries' work took place in the 
COM Art Gallery. 

Students and the public were invited to view the 
works at no charge. 

DeVries gave a lecture on his works at COM on 
Jan. 18, followed by a reception. 

De Vries, who was born in Franeker, Netherlands, in 
1943 and emigrated to the United States at 13, has been 
a full-time professor at UHCL since 1987. 

De Vries received a master of fine arts degree at the 
University of Oklahoma, Nonnan, Okla., in 1972. He 
earned a bachelor of fine arts from the University of 
Houston in 1970 and a bachelor of arts degree in biology 
from the Hardin-Simmons University, Abilene, in 1966. 
He also received honors and grants from UH and an Art-

isl-in-Residence fellowship at the OXBOW Workshop in 
Sagatuck, Mich. 

According to Dr. Richard Lizza, director of the COM 
Art Gallery, the artist has exhibited in numerous solo 
exhibitions and has participated in several group and in
vitational exhibitions throughout Texas. 

"The works," Dr. Lizza wrote in a recent news re
lease, "are for the most part smaller-scaled than is the 
nonn for De Vries." (In this exhibition, a single dimen
sion of any one piece is generally under 24 inches). The 
artist creates highly abstracted pieces, which upon closer 
inspection, reveal figural bases for his compositions. 

In a paper written by De Vries describing his works, 
he states, "Some of the relations are logical vs. illogical, 
rational vs. irrational, natural vs. unnatural and nature 
vs. Nature." 

Dr. Lizza also states that, De Vries will travel to Bra
tislava, Czechoslovakia, where the pieces will be exhib
ited at a regional artists' association (Zvaz Slover,skych 
Vytvamych Umelcov [zsvu]). De Vries states that he in
tends to "present a same-art exhibition tp a U.S. audi
ence and an east European one." 

COM offers two types of scholarships 
By ALAIN BIANCHI 
Senior Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland offers several scholarships 
for which any student may apply. 

The scholarships are divided into two categories: 
standing scholarships and direct award scholarships. 

The standing scholarships may be applied for at the 
COM Financial Aid Office located in the Administration 
Building. These schol,arships are awarded by a commit
tee, whicb meets monthly, and may be applied for year
round 

Donald R. Doyle, director of Financial Aid and 
Placement stated: "This committee looks at grades, fi
nancial need, past educational history and extracurricular 
activities. The primary concern is mainly with the appli
cant's grades and major, how far along they are already 
2nd what type of financial assistance they need." 

Some of the standing scholarships available are do-

,, 
nated by the Union Carbide Corp., La Marque Alumnae 
and the Texas Credit Union League. 

The direct award scholarships must be applied for di
rectly to the donor, who designates the requirements for 
the scholarships. This information may be obtained by 
writing to the prospective donor. The Financial Aid Of
fice has a list of donors and their addresses. 

Some of the current direct award scholarships are the 
Walter Fieglc Scholarship, the COM Art Association 
Scholarship, the Lulann Dumas Scholarship and the Fire 
Protection Technology Scholarship. 

Since the list of direct awards is constantly being 
changed, no set figure can be given for the actual number 
of direct awards available, said Terrilynn Rotramel, the 
Financial Aid Office secretary. 

However, she explained last year more than 160 di
rect award and standing scholarships were awarded. They 
amounted to more than $35,000 in financial aid to stu
dents at COM. 
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Students and tourney participants watch as Arnold Anzaldua attempts to knock the 14 ball in the 
corner pocket. The eight ball pool tournament was held on Jan. 30. (Photo by Penny Barrera) 

Anzaldua 
By REDA ABOULEISH 
Staff Reporter 

• 
WIDS 

As the players chalk their cue sticks, the tension at 
College of the Mainland's Student Center rises. The pool 
players concentrate on their strategy and accuracy before 
and during the game. The eight-ball pool tournament is 
the cause of thisMticipation in COM's Student Center. 

Thirty-two people partricipated in the eight-ball 
tournament held Jan. 30. This tournament was a single 
elimination tournament until the final eight players were 
left. Then their number decreased by double elimination, 

pool tourney 
and two finalists were left to play the best out of two 
games. 

The winners were: Scott Gates, third place; Danny 
Menchaca second place; and Andrew Anzaldua; first 
place. 

The players' style could easily have been mistaken 
for Minnesota Fats' style of shooting pool. Anzaldua 
amared many onlookers with spectacular comer pocket 
shots. "His accuracy was unbelievable," said Suzanne 
Hargrove, COM student. "His soft shooting style really 
paid off." 

COM gym for community -use 
By DEBBIE RODRIGUEZ 
Staff Reporter 

Finding time for fun and relaxation is hard to do. 
You go to school five days a week, go to work and then 
go home to children if you have them - there just seems 
to be no time at all for recreation. But certainly there 
must be a little time, maybe in between classes, to relax 
a little, maybe go for a swim or pump some iron to 
strain _0ut the stress. 

Well, College of the Mainland wants to let you 
know that its gym is here for your use. 

Maryann Urick, COM coordinator of Recreational 
Programs, said she was shocked when a student told her 
that he didn't know that COM has racquetball courts. 
Unfortunately, many students don't know that 

COM, being a community college, is interested in 
getting everyone involved in fun and good health. Stu
dents are permitted to use all facilities free with a valid 
I.D. card, but everyone in the community is welcome. 
According to Urick, memberships, valid through Aug. 
31, can be purchased in the gym lobby at reasonable 
prices. 

One day visits to the gym may also be purchased for 
a very small fee which allow full use of facilities. for that 
day. 

Sports equipment can be_ checked out in the gym 
lobby for all activities. Also posted in the lobby is a dai-

ly schedule of times when the areas may be used. The 
gym is set up for numerous activities such as basketball, 
volleyball, badminton, ping pong and pickleball which 
is a cross between tennis and badminton. 

The gym also has a spacious indoor swimming 
pool. "The pool has just an incredible view and it could 
definitely be used more than it is," said Urick. "It has a 
deep end area and a 25-yard area for laps," states Urick. 
"It's a really great pool." 

Two individual tub whirlpools, a sauna, a new 
weight room and a free weights room also are available 
for use. For beginners interested in using the weight 
room facilities, a video tape can be checked out in the 
lobby and viewed in the weight room for an easy expla
nation of how to use the machinery and free weights. 

When classes are not in session, some rooms may 
be used for other workouts. One of the rooms contains 
three exercise bikes, a Nordic skier, a Bioclimber, a row
ing machine and a treadmill. 

The odd-shaped building behind the gym has two 
racquetball courts which must be reserved for use. Across 
the street, six tennis courts, a baseball diamond and a 
track for running also are available. 

For more information on COM's recreational oppor
tunities, visit the gym lobby or call (713) 280-3991, or 

(409) 938-1211, Ext 418. Remember, as long as classes 
. are not in session, the facalities are there for your use. 

Counseling Center has 'Where There's A Will There's An A' 
The video tape series, "Where There's A Will, 

. There's An A," is available for viewing in the Co~n~l~ 
ing Center in the Student Center, second floor. · 
The tapes are a ~wo-part series and run two hours. 

Ballplayers sought 
College of the Mainland is putting together a soft

ball team to compete in the upcoming Gulf Coast Inter
collegiate Conference Sports Day on March 3. 

For those interested in joining, contact Maryann 
Urick at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991 Ext. 418. 



The spring 1990 InterCOM staff: Third row {from left), Astrid H. Lowery {adviser), Stephen 
Hadley, Rena Hardage, Reda Aboulish. Second row (from left), Penny Barrera {photography edi
tor), Vickie Fisher {co-editor), Debbie Rodriguez, Christina Bloom. Seated {from left), Teresa 
Trygstad (assistant editor), Jesse Jost (co-editor), Sophelia Conley, Alain Bianchi (senior staff 
reporter), Suzanne Hargrove. (Photo by Ouida Sanmann) 

Rape: not passion but violence 
By VICKIE FISHER 
Co-Editor 

"Rape is not a dirty joke; it is a brutal assault of the 
highest magnitude upon the privacy of a woman. En
forcement officers, prosecutors and society must take it 
more seriously." -Attorney Peter Marc Stem in his in
troduction to W. Ware Lynch's Rape! One Victim's Sto
ry. 

The word rape is derived from the Latin word rapere 
which means "to take away by force." Contrary to popu
lar belief, rape is not a crime of passion but of violence. 
According to Linda E. Ledray in her book, Recovering 
from Rape, "Rape is an angry and violent expression of 
the rapist's desire to dominate someone else." 
. A_ccordi~g to FBI statistics, a woman is raped every 

six mmutes m the United States, and one in 10 will be 
raped in her lifetime. But many believe that these statis
tics are grossly understated because a large number of 
rapes are not reported. 

I~ the book, Violence in America, author Carolyn 
F. Wilson rePQrts that the most likely place for a rape to 
occur _is _in the victim's home. The second most likely 
place 1s man automobile - either the victim's or the ra
pist's. But a significant number of rapes do occur in city 
parks, alleys and commercial establishments where the 
victim works. 

College campuses are not a safe haven from violent 
crime either. An article in Reader's Digest, "Who Says 
College Campuses Are Safe?" written by Marie Hodge 
and Jeff Blyskal, give some startling statistics. In 1988 
colleges reported a total of 1,990 violent crimes to the 
FBI - these crimes included robbery, aggravated assault, 
murder and rape. Surprisingly, 78 percent of these crimes 
were committed by students, according to the Center for 
the Study and Prevention of Campus Violence at Tow
son State University in Maryland. 

"Some 25 percent of the female college population 
have been victims of rape or attempted rape," Clair 
Walsh, director of the Sexual Assault Recovery Service 
at the University of Florida, said in the Reader's Digest 
article. 

The_ case of Jeanne Clery is an especially tragic one .. 
On Apnl 5, 1986, Clery, a freshman at Lehigh Universi
ty, Bethlehem Pa., awoke to discover fellow student Jo. 
soph Henry burglarizing her dorm room. Henry raped and 
savagely beat Clery - then he strangled her. 

Another case, discussed in an article from Ladies' 
Ilome Journal, "The War Against Women," by Carol 
Lynn Mithers, involves acquaintance rape. 

"He started to come on to me, and when I refused, he 

pulled a knife and made me strip," recalled Bonnie, 28, 
an Iowa student who was raped by the relative of a 
friend. "When I went to the hospital to report it, I felt I'd 
beP,n raped a second time." 

For all the women who have suffered the tragedy of 
rape, life will never be the same. A study co-authored by 
Dr. Susan Sorenson, a clinical psychologist at Universi-
1:y of -C-alifornia-L-os-lmgeler,showed thar-victims-of 
rape and other sexual assaults are much more likely than 
nonvictims to suffer from major depression, alcohol or 
drug dependence, or anxiety disorders such as phobias and 
panic attacks. 

"The rape ruled my life; I couldn't stop thinking 
about it," said Bonnie, the Iowa student. She was unable 
to work for eight months after the attack. "It's taken a 
long time for me to come to terms with it, and I still 
don't trust men at all." 

Although the risk of rape may seem insurmounta
ble, there are steps that can be taken to aid in its preven
tion. 

Mithers lists several specific defensive steps that can 
be taken, one of which is to have more effective enforce
ment of existing laws. However, she feels that the most 
important changes to be made are cultural. 

"This isn't a problem that can be fixed with a little 
psychotherapy and a few more prisons," said Dr. Diana 
Russell, professor of sociology at Mills College in Oak
land, Calif. "The real issue is the way men are brought 
up to view women and to see manhood." 

But these changes must begin with the children. The 
stereotypical masculine and feminine roles must be di
carded so the ultimate equality can be achieved. 

"We need to encourage children of both sexes to play 
together so that by the time they're teenagers, boys will 
learn to see girls as friends and not just sex objects," 
Mither's article quotes Jane Hood, associate professor of 
sociology at the University of New Mexico at Albu
querque. 

Hodge and Blyskal list some preventative measures 
being taken on various college campuses around the 
country. . 

Drexel University in West Philidelphia, Pa., has de
veloped a campus-'!"'atch program called Town Watch. 
Fraternity volunteers patrol the campus during evening 
and early morning hours, reporting any suspicious activ
ity. 

While security measures are important, it is vital for 
everyone to see rape for the abhorrent crime that it is. 
And every individual must take up arms and fight in 
what President Bush calls the "war against women." 
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Carbiders take 
advantage of COM 
By RENA HARDAGE 
Staff ReP-orter 

College of the Mainland has a lot to give area 
residents who work eight hours a day, but are still 
interested. in continuing their education or self
development. Gerry Weyant is one of several Car
biders who are taking advantage of COM and the 
Educational Refund Program offered by Union Car
bide to its employees. 

Four nights our of the week, Weyant, Union 
Carbide computer hardware specialist, attends 
COM. He is working toward an associates degree 
in applied science, specializing in micro
processors. This semester Weyant is only taking 
six hours because of the level of difficulty of the 
classes. However, last semester he took 15 hours 
and still managed to make the dean's list with a 
3. 7 grade point average. 

Weyant stated that he is impressed with 
COM's technical program. "Electronics are con
stantly changing," Weyant said, "and J'esse 
Simms, the head of the electronics department, 
makes sure 1he classes are current with the latest 
trends in electronics.,. 

Mary O'Callaghan. Carbide benefits clerk, also 
is interested in computers. That's why she en- · 
rolled at COM this semester taking Computer 
Science 131 and 133. O'Callaghan plans to ta1e 
two classes a semester until she achieves an asso
ciates degree in. computer sb.ience. 

O'Callagban uses a computer at work daily. 
She says she's always been interested in comput
ers. and now she'd like to know how to do her-0wn 

1)(0~•.···· 
Bill Self. a Carbide electrician, has been at

tending COM since spring 19n. He has taken a 
number of classes, which have varied from elec~ 
tronics to diesel fuel systems. He says he just 
takes whatever appeals to him. In fact, after taking 

a.,fOUP!t of air•<;9t.iditw,nin,s~ he .~s~ed .! . 
new central air unit in his house. ·· 

Unioncarhi,de's ~ducaticmal, Refund Program 
makes available to ail regular. full-time hourly, 
salaried employees and co-ops a unifonn plan to 
provide financial assistance for satisfactorily com
pleting "qualified". courses at recognized ~ucation 

institutions. The program is administered on an in
dividual basis for courses that make the employee 
more valuable \'Qeationally or that leads to a for-
mal college~- .. . . 

.. Im 3~ 

Bill Seit, Gerry Weya1tt (centu) allCI 
Mary o•c.uagua are tllree U•ioa Car
bide e•ployees earoUed at Collete of 
the MainJa11cl this 5'1Qester. Carbide pro
vides fiaanciat assistance for eolle1e 
studies to full-time emp.loyees under its 
Edu.cati01lal Refund Program. 

(Photo by Rena Hardage) 
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What's Happening 

Jerry Bryant, far left, and Galen Haywar_d, second form left, were the first place winners in Col
lege of the Mainland's basketball shootout held on Feb. 13. Gerald Lowe, third from left, and 
Jacques Allen took second place. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Stiff competition in basketball shootout · 
By STEPHEN HADLEY 
Staff Reporter 

A basketball shootout was held at the College of the 
Mainland gym on Feb. 13. According to Maryann Urick, 
coordin;itor of Recreational Programs_, the event was 
open to all COM students and employees. 

Competition in the shootout was stiff with 10 
teams battling for the first and second place trophies. 
Eventually, the employee team of Jerry Bryant and Galen 

OAAC sponsors 
Continued from Page 1 ----------

Smith added: "There were at least three major aspects 
to King's program. One was to end apartheid American 
style, end segregation and expand democracy so that 
black Americans could have the right to vote. That legal 
framework (which denied blacks the right to vote) has 
been dismantled due to the struggle of the civil rights 
movement. 

"I think the dream is a nightmare for many black 
Americans and many white Americans, who are con
cerned," Smith added. As illustration he cited the follow
ing facts: on the average, black Americans still make 
only between 65 to 70 percent of what white American 
earn; life expectancy for black Americans is six to seven 
years less· than for whites; and the infant mortality rate 
for blacks is twice as high as for whites. 

"I'm ashamed of the conditions that many black 
Americans find themselves in today, here in the richest 
country in the world," Smith said. 

"The system can be changed," Pratt interjected. "It 
can be changed through black participation in the system 
and realizing what the system is about and participating 
in the voting system." 

Speaking to an audience full of students, Pratt ex
plained that there are certain geographic areas in America 
that can be controlled by blacks through the ·voting pro
cess. Blacks, Pratt said must learn to vote in mass num
bers and they must learn to follow their elected officials' 
progress in assuring equality through policy-making de
cisions. 

The discussion then shifted to equality in terms of 
black women in America. Speaking from a woman's per~ 

Hayward grabbed top honors with 136 points. Not far 
behind were Gerald Lowe and Jacques Allen who com
bined for 118 points, which was good enough to give 
their team second place. The third place Chris Collier 
and Doug Leach, wound up with 101 points. Fourth 
place went to Michael Curry and Cliff Booker who fin
ished up with 99 points. 

The next scheduled basketball event is the 3-on-3 
tournament set for Thursday, March 1 at 3 p.m. in the 
COM gym. 

panel discussion 
spective, Dr. Collins said: "There's this constant picture 
being painted that black femal'!s have some double ad
vantage because we're black a'lu female. But it's not true. 
In fact, black females are at t: .e bottom of the system." 
She added, "We catch it from the predominate (white 
males) and we catch it from the brothers."? 

In terms of employment, Dr. Collins explained any 
accomplishments black women have made were made de
spite the fact that they are black. 

It was suggested that black men currently are in 
competition with black women. Addressing that issue 
Navy said: "I've never felt like I was in competition with 
black females. I've never felt threatened by them, nor did 
it ever occur to me that I was competing with them." 
Navy explained that he is in competition with the white 
males in society. 

"The white male has a headstart in life because of 
the color of his skin, so I compete with him," Navy em
phasized. He knows, he said that he'll have to work hard
er than the white male in order to succeed in today's soci
ety. 

In order for blacks to fully prepare themselves to 
succeed in today's society, blacks will need to use educa
tion as a tool for survival, Dr. Collins stated. Students 
who take three to six credit hours per semester should 
make sacrifices and push to take 12 credit hours per se
mester. 

Hall indicated that unlike Dr. Collins' generation, 
young blacks' today are more relaxed. "You don't have to 
have it all right now," she said. As long as blacks are 
attempting to achieve higher levels of education, they 
shouldn't be discouraged by the length of time it will 
take to achieve their goals. 

Health careers fair 
The Second Annual Health Careers Fair will be held 

Tuesday, Feb. 27. The fair is scheduled from 12:30 to 
2:30 p.m., in the Student Center pit area. 

The purpose of this event is to allow students to 
meet with representatives of Houston, Galveston and lo
cal health care agencies to discuss employment opportu
nities. 

Approximately 30 area hospitals and health agencies 
will set up displays and offer handouts and freebies to 

people who stop by the displays. 

GCIC Sports Day 
College of the Mainland's Student Activities Board 

will ag~ sponsor the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Sports 
Day this semester. GCIC Sports Day will be held at San 
Jacinto College, Central Campus, Tuesday, March 6. 
You must be signed up before Friday, March 2 to be el
igible. If you are interested in participating 'in sports 
such as softball, tennis, basketball, volleyball, or 8-ball 
call Maryann Urick at (713) 280-3991 or (409) 938-
1211, Ext. 418. In the event of rain, Sports Day will be 
moved to March 29. 

COM gallery exhibits 
College of the Mainland's Art Gallery will feature a 

wide range of artistic talenrin the spring semester exhi
bitions. 

Neil Maurer's photo exhibition White Photographs 
will be on display Feb. 22 to March 23. There will be a 
gallery talk and reception Feb. 22 at 7 p.m. 

A student exhibition will be on display from April 
12 to May 4 featuring the work of students enrolled in 
art classes at COM. 

Finally, Doug Blake of Houston, will be featured in 
the gallery from May 15 to Aug. 17. 

In case of emergency 
The College of the Mainland campus police have a 

new emergency number, thanks to the installation of a 
new radio system. Students or faculty members will be 
able to contact an officer by dialing Ext. 599.for emer
gency usage only. 

The old number, Ext. 403, is to be used for non
emergency situations. 

Beyond the Dream II airs 
Continued from Page 1 ---------

the black culture was introduced on the telecast. The arts 
and entertainment field is a subject of interest to all, and 
black musicians and artists are just now beginning to be 
recognized fully in. this field. Their impact on entertain
ment has greatly affected all of .America. The musicians 
who were introduced in this segment, Fresh as well as 
Kashif, come from different musical backgrounds and 
helped compare earlier music to today's rap. Artists Ernie 
Barnes and Phoebe Beasley discussed different art medi
ums, and how they have changed over the years. 

COM student Lester Moore, chairman of the Organi
zation of African American Culture, said that the pro
gram was w;ry good: but wished the producers would 
have spent more time on education. Student Alecia Har
rison said, "The program was very well organized and I 
really enjoyed it." 

The program was shown in the Learning Resource 
Center Auditorium on the large screen, live via satellite. 
The COM Office of Equal Educational Opportunity, the 
~OM Counseling Divisio~. and the OAAC. According 
to Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 
Developement, the program cost $700. 
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College of the Mainland's softball team won first place out of 10 school teams participating in 
the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Sports Day held at San Jacinto Central College March 6. Win
ners are from left front row: Marean Hood, P.J. Stallings, Angela Anzaldua, James Osteen, E.J. 
Endres. Back row: Johnny Saenz, Tom Iven, Greg Callahan, Boo · Collier, Daniel Menchaca and 
William Osteen. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM softball team 
first place winner 
GCIC Sports Day 
By STEPHEN HADLEY 
Staff Reporter 

The Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports 
Day was a huge success for competitors from College of 
the Mainland. Sports Day, which features competition 
in volleyball, softball, racquetball, tennis, 8-ball pool 
and 3-on-3 basketball, was held on March 6 at the San 
Jacinto College Central campus. 

COM teams took first place in the softball division 
and third place in the volleyball division. Individual 
winners included Christine Bourgeois, who won the 
women's racquetball division and Arnold Anzaldua and 
Andrew Anzaldua who took second and fourth respec
tively in the 8-ball pool division. 

COM's softball team fought their way into the fi
nals by beating North Harris County College-South, 9-
8. After the semi-final win over NHCC-South, the 
team had another tough game against Brazosport. COM 
wound up winning the game, 11 · 7, ensuring the team a 
first in the softball division. Winning team members 
mcludea: EJ. Endtes (team captain), Chns (Boo) Colli
er, William Osteen, James Osteen, Daniel Menchaca, 
Johnny Saenz, P.J. Stallings, Marvean Hood, Angela 
Anzaldua, Tom lven, Greg Callahan and Suzanne Har
grove. 

See COM Page 12 

Fire Chief Ratka rescues dangling window washers 
By CHRISTINA BLOOM 
Staff Reporter 

Two window washers dangled helplessly 18 stories 
above the cold, unyielding concrete after the support on 
the scaffolding failed on the Three Riverway office 

Two new · buildings •.• 
added · to campus 

Ry TERESATRYGSTAD 
Assistant Editor 

Students planning to attend College of the 
Mainland's welding and mechanics classes will 
soon have a new building to work in. 

Two buildings~ a parking lot and a ~rvlce 
r9ad will be built on the north east corner of 
COM's campu~. One of the buildings is intended 
for welding classes and the other for auto and die
sel mechanics classes. 

President Larry L. Stanley h-Opes the ptOJcct 
win be completed by early f.aU 1990, September 

· or C>ctober. '' ... , .. ,,: . ., •:':..,,••.• ... 
President Stanley said the contracted dist of 

the .industrial buildings is $2.29 milHon. TJlis
moncy will come from revenue bonds and the1o~ 
,terest earned on them white in the bank. lJ}is 
money eorobip~ with monies from the, cafupu.s 
enhanceme,9t projectwiH be. U$ed to pay the ~9$t~-❖ 

. CO~ has cq.1frracicd Joseph Hoover A.lA. t 
AssociatesgfTe;asGity to design ih~ ncwMJdf
tions .. Texas (ienci:aI. Contractor, ~. has been cop-
tractcd to l)u.itd them. See Buildings Page12 

building, in the Houston Post Oak Area, March 26. The 
two window washers were rescued by Senior Captain 
Frank Ratka of the Houston Fire Department. Their 
names were withheld by the company they work for. 

Ratlca is in charge of the Fire Academy and the Fire 
Degree Program and any rescue training at College of 

the Mainland. He has been teaching here since 1985. 
When asked what was going through his mind at the 

time of the rescue Ratka said: "I was continually telling 
myself that this was the real thing, that this was not 
training. I would probably have to move a little faster 

See Fire Chief Page 12 

Instructor installs • virus finder 
By DEBBIE RODRIGUEZ 
Staff Reporter 

Just recently, Sandra Devall, instructor ofthe Graphic 
Arts/Desktop Publishing Program at College of the Main
land, installed a virus controller software package to pre
vent damage to the 11 Macintosh computers in the desktop 
publishing room in the Technical-Vocational Building 

When viruses first became known, the only people 
who used a lot of virus control were those who used illegal 
software, which is how viruses were being transmitted. 
Devall explained that what has changed in the classroom 
environment, is that many students now own their own 
computers. Therefore feeling a need for security, Devall 
purchased the virus controller software. 

It's not unusual to see students go into class with disks 
that have been from one computer to the next, they may 
have used them at home in the MCL or in graphic arts. 
According to Devall the need to monitor disks has become 
important. 

"So what we've done is loaded a software program, 
that literally looks at the disk every time one's put in, and 
says in fact if it has anything on it, that will make the 

See Virex Page 11 

Graphic Arts Instructor, Sandra Devall, shows 
the new Virex program she recently purchased for 
the department. Virex recognizes and removes vi
ruses. 

(Photo by Penny Barrera) 
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Editorials/News 
Organ donors give a 
second chance at life 

Teresa 
Trygstad 

"James Holland first learned of his degenerative 
heart disease in February of 1987. He had walked to 
work through 30 inches of snow and almost collapsed 
with exhaustion. Doctors informed him that without a 
heart transplant he could have as little as six months to 
live." Holland's name was put on a long list of donors 
and after a painful seven-month wait, he received his 
new heart. Today, "James' health continues to improve." 
Because of someone's unselfish donation, Holland was 
given a second chance at life. "I made it'. I'm alive!" H~l
land says, "Some mornings I feel I can hck the world. 

The story of James Holland was first publish~~ in 
the Spring 1990 issue of The Bank Account, the Lzving 
Bank's newsletter. 

I am an organ donor and I believe every person 
should become an organ donor so that more people in 
this world can have another chance at life. Your dona
tion might help another human being live a longer, full
er life; further medical technology; and give you a sense 
of personal satisfaction by helping others. 

Because someone took the time to discuss the idea of 
organ doning with their family and filled out a Living 
Bank donor form, Holland went from being deathly ill 
in 1987 to a healthy man leading an active life today. 
Thank goodness someone cared enough about life to 
want to help another enjoy it. 

Each transplant increases knowledge in the field of 
transplantation. Doctors cannot learn by book alone. 
There are advances made every day such as finding medi
cation to prevent rejection of foreign tissues and keep
ing organs viable longer periods of time. 

There is great personal satisfaction in becoming an 
organ donor. I feel good knowing that some day, when I 
have passed into the spiritual world and no longer need 
my physical body, someone else might be given the 
chance to live a longer, healthier life because of my do
nation. 

The week of April 22-28 is National Organ/fissue 
Donor Awareness Week. Please take the time to go by 
your local Department of Public S~ety Office, 31_1d. p~ck 
up a Living Bank donor form, fill ll out and mail 1t m. 
Your donation is by far the best gift you can give. 

locJ~Ria•,J0~888I1 
lnterCOM 

Co--EdilOIII Vickie Fisher, Jeue Jost 

Assistant Editor Teresa Trygstad 

Photography Editor Penny Barrera 

STAFF REPORTERS 
Reda Aboulcah 
Cluistina Bloan 
Stephen Hadley 
RenaHudage 
Suzanne Hargrove 
Debbie Rodriguez 

TYPESETTERS 
JcsseJost 
Walu:rW. Keuler 

INTERCOM ADVISER 
Astrid H. Lowery 

lalaCOM. a Tau ID&m:ollegw:c Pn:a MNC.iaim •~ wmoio& ~. ilpnduced by md f• 
-afCallcao orlbcM- UOOAmbum IIDad;T .... ai,. T"'• 77591; (•09) 93&-1211. c, 

(713) 250-:1991. l!sL 21•. 
Olbopaf...,Maialmclilm-•Aa!a,/1!,pl.,..........._md._..,_ 
oallebalil~mcc.colot.aimalqtn.--.rclipla.blndfcaporVietmmV--StaUI. 

During College of the Mainland's biannual spring blood drive student Trayce Hall has her finger pricked by a Blood 
Center technician as part of the screening process. See related photo Page 12. (Photo By Penny Barrera) 

Blood drive: it doesn't hurt too bad 
By TERESA TRYGST AD 
Assistant Editor 

"Will this hurt much?" This question must have 
been asked more than a hundred times as first-time 
blood donors went in to give their donations. Veteran 
donors were right beside them reassuring them that it 
doesn't hurt too bad. 

College of the Mainland's Spring Blood Drive, held 
in the Student Center, was sponsored by the Student Ac
tivities Board and the Blood Center of Houston. Becky 
Cheek was the SAB chairwoman for this event 

The SAB sponsors the blood drive as a community 
service; this event also helps recruit donors for the 
Blood Center. 

This semester's drive was as successful as last se
mester's. Seventy-four people donated the first day of 
the drive, Feb. 27. The next day, Feb. 28, the donors de
clined by two. In all there were 146 donors. Last semes
ter there were 148 donors. 

The technicians who were taking blood, phleboto
mists, came from The Blood Center. Most phleboto
mists were light-hearted and comical; they tried to keep 
donors' from thinking about the blood-giving process. 
Evesta Montgomery, a student at COM and a first-time 

donor, said she would do it again; she felt she was doing 
something good for someone else. 

During the screening process the donor is asked who 
he would like his donation to cover. The most common 
response is family. Their donation of blood is a fonn of 
insurance. During the year of the donation, whoever the 
donor covers will not have to pay for blood if they are 
hospitalized or need blood for any reason. 

All donors received a mug, a free movie rental cou
pon for Showtime Video in Webster and a colorful!
shirt, some with Ziggy telling everyone to "Share Life 
With a Friend" to commemorate the event. People who 
attempted to donate blood but were r~jected for any rea
son also received a mug and free movie rental coupon. 

Every year, especially during January, the Blood 
Center depends on previous donors to keep the supply of 
blood from depleting. There is a definite shortage of 
blood during the months directly following the holi
days of Christmas, and New Year's Eve and Day because 
of the increased number of accidents. 

As a veteran donor with type O positive blood, this 
reporter was contacted by a repcesentative of the Blood 
Center in January, and asked to go to the nearest loca
tion to donate. Type O positive is the universal donor 
because everyone's body will accept it A week after my 
donation, I received a letter in the mail thanking me. 

Math instructors implement new lab 
Hy ALAIN BIANCHI 
Special to the InterCOM 

College of the Mainland's math department has im
plemented a new tutorial lab for all math students this 
semester. 

Dr. Ali Ravandi, a math instructor at COM, real
ized the need for a tutorial last semester. He began one 
for his trigonometry and algebra students, but the need 
for tutoring did not stop there. With the assistance of 
another COM math instructor, Dr. Jim Griffith, he be
gan to work on his ideas for supplying other math stu
dents with consistent tutoring on a daily basis. 

"Mathmatics is a challenging discipline," Dr. Grif
fith stated. "We want to improve the students' grades as 
muchaswecan." . 

Dr. Ravandi explained that he and Dr. Griffith were 
hired fall 1989 as full-time math instructors. Dr. Ra
vandi had been teaching part-time at COM prior to his 

assuming a ftill-ti~e position here. Dr. Griffith taught 
math at Santa Fe High School before he was hired at 
COM as a full-time instructor, Dr. Ravandi explained. 

Due in part to the success of his tutoring program 
last semester, this new program has been accepted by the 
entire math department faculty, Dr. Griffith stated. In 
fact, the tutoring will be provided by members of the 
math faculty who volunteer their time. 

The labs are held Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 
8 a.m. to 3:20, and 5:05p.m. to 9:20 in the Math-Science 
Building, Rooms S-143 and S-146. Tuesday and Thursday 
labs ar~ held 8 am. to 2:50 and 5:0Sp.m. 9:20. 

Students enrolled in Math 030, 031, 032 can take 
makeup tests during the Wednesday sessions only. 

More infonnation on the tutoring labs can be found 
in the Mathmatics-Science Building. Dr. Ravandi or Dr. 
Griffith may be reached at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
3991, Ext 247. 



Ocean pollution • 
IS 

everyone's problem 

By STEPHEN HADLEY 
Staff Reporter 

Stephen 
Hadley 

Even with environmental groups popping up in vir
tually every coastal community and legislation being 
made to stop it, ocean pollution is becc,ming increasing
ly prevalent in this country. 

While the average American may know all about 
the "greenhouse effect" and the Exxon Valdez disaster, 
far fewer know about the so called "minor" incidences 
of ocean pollution that occur every day. The problems 
associated with ocean pollution are not just affecting 
certain parts of the country, they are occurring in every 
marine county in the United States, including Galves
ton. 

For years, people whose lives revolve around the 
Texas coastal waters have noticed a steady increase in 
the amount of pollution in the Gulf of Mexico. This 
pollution is directly affecting animal life as well as the 
life of many humans. 

According to David Bulloch in The Wasted Ocean: 
"Sediments in Galveston Bay contain so many contami
nents they have been compared to the primary sludge of 
urban sewage treatment plants. Periodically, the chan
nels in the bay must be dredged to keep them open to 
ship traffic, and the dilemma arises of what to do with 
these toxic sediments .. Usually they are dumped at sea." 

Pollution along Galveston coastal waters is even 
affecting the recreational usage of the Gulf. "Pollution 
is so bad these days, that it's almost impossible to go 
surfing without seeing a cup or plastic bag floating on 
the water," said Daryl Nidiffer, an avid surfer who at
tends College of the Mainland. 

Being a surfer myself, these sort of findings outrage 
me. It seems like every other week there is a news re
port about some tanker spilling oil or dumping garbage 
into the sea. Laws have to be adopted to stop big busi
nesses, such as Exxon, from destroying our oceans. 

But I feel that the pollution solution lies with the 
individual, not the businesses. This year's spring break 
massacre of Galveston is a good case in point. Here you 
have thousands of college students, the leaders of to
morrow, partying and having a good time. Heh now, 
you say, there's nothing wrong with partying on a warm 
spring afternoon. You're right there. But take a look at 
the beach when these people go home. What remains is 
not a pretty sight. Beer cans, hamburger wrappers, sty
rofoam cups! 

What I'm saying is simple. If those people who lit
ter the beach would just take the time to throw their 
garbage into a trash can, they could possibly save a bird 
from being strangled to death by a six-pack ring, or at 
least make the beachfront a clean place for civilized peo
ple to enjoy. 

The bottom line is that pollution is having an im
pact on everyone. Whether or not the pollution will 
stop is another matter entirely. It is up to all of us 'to 
take a stand. 

Earth Day 
April 22, Sunday, is internationally recog

nized Earth Day, but folks in Galveston are run
ning the show on the 21st, a Saturday, in an effort 
to get more people involved. 

Earth Day is interested in promoting environ
mental concerns, getting people involved in all • 
manners of activities aimed to preserve the envi
ronment. 

To find out what all will be happening in 
Galveston on Earth Day, or to see how you can get 
involved, call 1-800-BEACH. 
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Letter to the editor 

COM environmentalist challenges plant 
Dear Editor: 

I attended the Water Commission hearing for the 
water permit for the Mitsubishi Copper Smelter on 
Feb. 22. I attended both sessions so I heard an incredible 
amount of testimony. At this hearing, the opposition 
spoke, as well as those in favor of the plant. I personal
ly gave commentary. My name is Shaureece Davis and I 
am a student at College of the Mainland. 

I heard the people in favor of the plant talking 
about jobs, money and minimal environmental impact I 
also heard the opposition requesting an environmental 
impact statement. 

If this plant is environmentally sound, wouldn't 
Dr. Mackey (who is to be president of the new plant) 
and TCC be overwhelmed with the idea to prove the op
position wrong with an environmental impact state
ment? 

Also, would TCC not be enthusiastic enough about 
all this wonderful information to release it to the pub
lic? 

I have heard two different claims on this topic: one, 
that there is no information on studies regarding this; 
and two, that there is a roomful of information you can 
look at, but not take. 

In response to this, if no studies have been done, do 
them, but do them before and not after the fact. Second
ly, when a friend of mine called to see this information, 
he was informed that the information only covered 
their applications and general marine studies, but none 
have been geared toward the impact of the plant 

I am an environmentalist representing no one other 
than myself. I support unions completely and feel a 
great amount of respect for union workers. Everyone 
should "organize and mobilize" and I do understand 
their need for jobs all too well. 

I must say the executives are absolute geniuses. 
They have managed to pit two groups of people against 
one another. The "genius comes into play on the fact 
that the two groups have historically strived for the 
same basic goals. The two groups are the environmental
ists versus the union workers. 

In the hearing, one gentleman made a comment that 
som~ of the environm~n~flll)' c;once~ned_ wer~ young,; 

therefore inexperienced, therefore naive. I am honestly 
surprised that I did not see more people in their upper 
teens and twenties at the hearing. I fall into this range 
of people and I feel we have to get involved today, be
cause tomorrow may be too late. 

This is the legacy you will be leaving us. Please 
leave something you would be proud of. This is what we 
will be forced to live with and deal with long after 
many or most of these people have long since gone. 

I personally feel a third (unbiased) party must in
tervene - do this environmental impact statement and 
publish its findings. If there is little or no negative en
vironmental impact, I will support the plant strongly 
and urge all of my friends to do the same. Yet, until this 
is done I don't think a/air decision can be made. 

I challenge Dr. Mackey and his associates to let the 
public know the exact impact of this elusively "state of 
the art" plant Then a decision can be made ... 

Thankyou, 
Shaureece Davis 

Editorial rep_ly_ 
Shaureece Davis is a student here at College of the 

~ain/and and has sent her letter to various newspapers 
in the local area. Her design is to encourage involve
ment and awareness in political and social issues. Pres
ently she is focusing on the proposed Mitsubishi plant 
to be built (if it can get its permits) just east of the , 
causeway. 

"People, are accepting things for how they seem. 
That's a big mistake. Big business uses this to its advan
tage. We, the public, are getting only half of the story 
from Mitsubishi (Texas Copper Corp.), the good half," 
explained Davis. 

Davis believes in getting direct answers, not tactful 
evasions. 

Davis' argument is that public and environmental 
health are more important than just creating a few jobs. 
"/ think we need to ask a few fundamental questions of 
ourselves such as: Is it worth sacrificing health and 
lives of people for a few jobs when hundreds of other 
jobs are being created right now? I think everyone 
reading this may be able to come up with a couple 
more," Davis said. 

/Jy JESSE JOST, co-editor 
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News/Features 
COM recognizes candidates of local elections 

Students listen attentively as Larry Edrozo, running for Justice of the Peace Precinct 5, explains his campaig•1 
platform at the Student Activities Board event, Meet the Candidates, held during College Hour Tuesday, March 14, 
in the Student Center. (Photo By Penny Barrera) 

By TERESA TRYGSTAD 
Staff Reporter 

Community members and College of the Main
land students were invited by Student Activities Board 
members to come to the Student Center March 8, and 
meet the candidates of the local elections held March 
13. 

Ninety-five candidates were invited to spend ap
proximately three minutes introducing themselves and 
explaining their platforms briefly. Twenty-four candi
dates accepted the invitation. 

This is the first time political candidates have ever 
been invited to COM for such a meeting. President 
Stanley said he felt "there was a considerable amount of 
apathy among the students. fl 

Brett Rachel, president of SAB, emceed the event. 
Rachel said, "The meeting was well received by the stu
dents, I just wish that more had attended the meeting. fl 

Among those present were Frank Carmona, running 
for 306th Judicial District Court, a family law court, 
and Susan Baker Olsen his opponent. 

Olsen bases her campaign on the fact that she is a 
board certified specialist in family law. However, she 
ha<; only practiced law for eight years. Carmona has 30 
years experience as a defense attorney and three and a 
half years experience as a prosecuting attorney. Both are 
residents of Galveston County. Olsen won the race. 

Five candidates for Justice of the Peace, Precinct 5, 
Texas City, presented their platforms and made them
selves available for questioning. 

Six candidates for County Commissioner were on 
hand to introduce themselves and familiarize the audi
ence with their platforms. 

Some of the candidates who could not attend the 
session sent representatives to speak for them. Local at
torney Russel Burwell was on hand to represent Oscar 
Mauzy, who was running for Chief Justice, Texas Su
preme Court. 

COM hosts Denver 
high school students 
By TERESA TRYGSTAD 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland hosted students from 
High School Redirection, a Denver Public School, Den
ver, Co., March 12 and 13. Sixteen students and four 
teachers, traveling in two vans, stayed at COM on their 
way back to Denver after attending the re-enactment of 

the Civil Rights March in Alabama. 
All along their trip the students stayed at several 

different churches and schools to keep their costs of 
traveling down. The place where the Denver students 
were supposed to stay during time they stayed in the 
Houston area was a school in the Woodlands. But, this 
school could not host them because their spring break 
conflicted with the Denver students' schedule. 

The students spent their free time at COM in the 
Student Center watching television and outside enjoy
ing the duck pond. While at COM they visited Johnson 
Space Center and went to the beach in Galveston. 

The Denver students then headed to Dallas, expect
ing to see the Dallas Symphony perform. 
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Phi Theta Kappa holds annual initiation ceremony 
By ALAIN BIANCHI 
Special to the InterCOM 

academic excellence, was held Feb. 25, in the COM audi
torium. 

Ginger McFall, president of the COM chapter of 
The annual initiation ceremony of the College of PTK, began the meeting by explaining that the Greek 

the Mainland Sigma Delta chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, initials represent the words wisdom, excellence and · 
an honor society which recognizes students' outstanding purity. The society was founded in 1916 to recognize 

-IIIIIIJl(IIIIIII------~ 

Chairman of Division of Arts and Humanities Dr. William T. Spinar chats with Phi Theta Kappa newly inducted 
members Stephen Ha~ley and Vickie Fisher. The ceremony was held Feb. 25. (Photo by Penny Barrera) 

outstanding achievements in education. 
The guest speaker at the initiation was Dr. William 

Spillar, chairman for the Division of Arts and Humani
ties at COM. 

Dr. Spillar spoke on the virtues of leadership and 
the responsibilities that come hand-in-hand with being a 
leader. He also spoke on how a person must wear all his 
titles proudly (i.e. scholar, mother, Christian) and not 
neglect one over the other. 

One should be a scholar Spillar said, but not "at the 
loss of being a person." He also stated that he hopes the 
initiates will wear the title of scholar proudly and that 
it will be, in the years to come, a meaningful accom
plishment. 

The initiates, forming into two lines, were received 
at the front of the podium by McFall and Brenda Seay, 
vice president of PTK. As each person was called, he was 
handed a lighted candle symbolizing knowledge, and a 
white flower symbolizing wisdom. They were then 
pledged and accepted into the honor society. 

A reception for the meeting was held in the lobby 
of COM's Administration Building. 

COM's new Phi Theta Kappa members include 
Mary Adams, Vivian L. Bage, Stacey Jean Baker, Mary 
Elizabeth Bragg, Barbara Burakowski, Irma Maria Cha
pa, Greg Gollberg, Stephen D. Hadley, Kathalyn Hal
lett, Vickie Lynn (Holdcraft) Fisher, Iva M. Hull, Les
lie L. King, Theresa J. Logsdon, Renata M. Mann, Sandra 
G. McDonald, Nancy Miller, Cindy L. Morgan, Patrick 
W. Murello, Thomas Wilford O'Neil II, Elizabeth Pla
sek, Tessie C. Postrero, R. Alan Powell, Augustine Pu
ritscher, Paula A. Shipley, William L. Spurrell, Janet L. 
Sullivan, Felicia Monette Williams and Lisabeth Anne 
Young. 

Jazz band prepares for upcoming musical events 
By VICKIE FISHER 
Co-Editor 

The instrumental groups at College of the Main
land, under the direction of Sparky Koerner, have been 
having a busy spring semester. 

Still to come, according to Koerner, COM music in
structor, is a performance by the Jazz Ensemble for the 
Galveston Optimist Club banquet held April 21 from 8 
to 11 p.m. 

The G.C.I.C. Jazz Festival will be held. April 28, 
with COM being the host school this year. 

The Jazz Ensemble will hold a concert in Room F-
117 at 8 p.m. on May 1. 

The Brass Guild will perform a concert May 7 at 8 
p.m. It will be held in Room F-117 in the Fine Arts 
Building. 

The final concert for the Brass Guild will be at the 
COM graduation ceremony to be held at the La Marque 
High School auditorium. 

Koerner has not set a date for the final Jazz Combo 
concert but stresses that it will "happen before the end 
of the semester." 

The Jazz Combo is a group made up primarily of 
students. It has about IO members this semester. Al
though jazz tunes make up the greater part of their re
pertoire, the group does play some pop tunes as well. 

The Jazz Ensemble consists of students and mem
bers of the community, and has about 20 members. Their 
repetoire consists of jazz with some pop mixed in. 

The Brass Guild, which currently has eight horn 
players, is a mix of students and community members. 
They play many different styles of music from Rennai
sance and Baroque to pop and Dixieland. 

The Jazz Combo performed in the Student Center 
during College Hour on Feb. 15 for Mardi Gras Day. 
They performed several numbers including an old stan
dard, "Take the 'A' Train." Several solos were featured 
during numbers including guitar solos by David Med
earis and drum solos by Matt Crawford. 

Both the Jazz Combo and Jazz Ensemble performed 
in the 33rd Annual Sam Houston State University Jazz 
Festival held Feb. q. It is a non-COJllpetitive event_i,:i 

which the groups perform and are critiqued by several 
judges. Groups from all over Texas and some neighbor
ing states participated in this event The groups are rated 
on a scale of one to five, with one being the highest rat-

ing. Both COM groups received a rating of one. 
The Jazz Ensemble and the Jazz Combo had a con

cert on March 6 at 8 p.m. in Room F-117 of the Fine 
Arts Building. 
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Features 
OAAC holds enthusiastic musical extravaganza 
By PENNY BARRERA . . Photography Editor In t~isyleasant, informal concert_held in the_ Fine ed,"Spread Love," "Honor Him," and "I Think I Heard 

Arts Bmlding, the College of the Mainland Chmr en- Him Say." 
thusiastically sang many songs, gospel and pop songs in- Lester Moore, president of OAAC, welcomed the 
eluded. Hope Shiver, choir director, accompanied the audience and introduced the hour-long program. Moore 
COM Singers on the piano as they sang songs that com- also sang with the choir. 
memorated Black History Month. They includ- When the concert began, few people were present. 

,---------------------------------------- Seats filled, however, as the concert progressed. 
The musical extravaganza closed with, "Lift Every 

In recog~ition of Black History Month, the Organi
zation of African American Culture club sponsored a 
musical extravaganza during College Hour Feb. 22. 

College of the Mainland's choir, COM Singers, perform at a concert sponsored by the Organization of African 
American Culture held in the Fine Arts Building during College Hour Feb. 22. (Photo by Penny Barrera) 

Voice And Sing," the African American anthem. The au
dience was encouraged to sing along as copies of the 
song were handed out. In reverence to the anthem, all 
stood. An encore performance was given when an audi
ence member called out to the singers to repeat the last 
verse of the anthem. 

The last verse of the anthem is: 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; Thou who 
hast by Thy might, led us into the light, Keep us forever 
in the path, we pray. Lest our feet stray from the plac
es, our God, where we met Thee, Lest our hearts, 
drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee; Sha
dowed beneath Thy hand, may we forever stand, True 
to our God, true to our native land. 
R. Rosamond Johnson James Weldon Johnson 

New Christian club at COM 

For those of you who are interested in Christian 
fellowship, COM has a new club. Club Christian meets 
every Thursday during College Hour in the choir room, 

in the Fine Arts Building. For further information con
tact COM student Brett Rachel, (713) 280-3991, or 
(409) 938-1211, Ext. 473. 

There is an open invitation for Christian Night al 
Astroworld April 13. 

Black Student Union renamed 
By SOPHELIA CONLEY 
Special to the InterCOM 

Members of College of the Mainland's Black 
Student Union changed the group's name to the Or
ganization of African American Culture in the sum
mer of 1989. With this new name the organization 
has become a new .club not to be compared to the for-

mer Black Student Union, said Lester Moore, chair
man of OAAC. 

The OAAC does not have a traditional president, 
although Moore acts in a presidential capacity. Ear
nest Navy is the co-chairman. 

The role of the chairman and the co-chairman is 
to be the "center of leadership" for the other club 
members, Moore explained. 

The reason there aren't any formal titles in the 
organization is because "everyone works together," 
Moore stated. "If someone has an idea and can do the 
job, the project is delegated to them." Then the OLher 
members will assist that person. 

This method, according to Moore gives every 
member of OAAC the opportunity to work in a lead
ership role. It also promotes a sense of unity 
throughout the club membership. 

The name Organization of African American 
Culture illustrates the fact that the African culture 
is shared by all black Americans. "The name African 
American gives us (blacks) a sense of origin," Moore 
explained. 

. . James Baldwin, an African American writer of 
the '60s, once said, "We cannot escape our origins, 
however hard we try." With that thought in mind the 
name African American is relative to all Americans 
whose national origin can be traced back to Africa, 
Moore explained. 

"The word black seems to intimidate some peo
ple," Moore said. "It doesn't refer to any type of na
~onality. Some people view the word black as a nega
tive term." 

Today many Americans who once referred to 
themselves as black Americans, now prefer to be 
called African Americans. In order to stay current 
with the needs of the people, the name Black Student 
Union had to be changed, Moore asserted. 

Focusing on African culture, the OAAC at
tempts to "put stress on African American culture 
and not Afro-American culture," Moore said. The 
term Afro-American is an outdated one. 

"OAAC attempts to stimulate the minds of all 
African American students on campus," Moore add-
ed . . "Don't take us lightly." . 

Another purpose of OAAC, Moore stated is to 
"examine the African American race and learn how it 
fits into today's society and how it can advance." 

Although OAAC's primary goal is to focus on 
African American culture, Moore explains, "we 
don't want to exclude any race. Any student at Col- · 
lege of the Mainland is welcome and encouraged to 
join us." 

Outdoor Club offers peaceful getaway trip 
How would you like to get away from the city life 

for a few days? Just try to imagine falling asleep to the 

sounds of the wild under twinkling stars. -If you enjoy 
the wilderness and the nonpolluted moonlight nights, 
then join the Outdoor Club on a trip to Wallisville 
Reservoir in Liberty County. 

The Outdoor Club will meet on April 4 at 7 p.m. in 
the Student Center, Room 120. Linda Shead, the direc
tor of the Galveston Bay Foundation will speak about 
the trip to Wallisville Reservoir. The trip will take 
place April 27 through April 29. If you are interested in 
going on this trip contact Maryann Urick in the Physi
cal Education Building at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
3991 Ext 417. 
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Dames at Sea: musical where life imitates art 
By VICKIE FISHER 
Co-Editor 

It appears that life has imitated art again in the 
College of the Mainland Arena Theater's production 
of Dames at Sea. The musical opened March 15 and 
will run through April 8. 

In this 1930s musical, reminiscent of a Busby 
Berkely movie, an ingenue's dream comes true when 
she has to replace the leading lady in a Broadway mu
sical. Sound familiar? 

In 42nd Street, the leading lady role also has to 
be replaced at a moment's notice. When COM did 
42nd Street in July 1989, the role of Dorothy Brock 
~11:" _taken over by Hope Shiver, director of choral ac
t1V1t1es at COM, after Kay Bernsen left the role be
cause of artistic differences. 

. !he role of Mona Kent in Dames at Sea was 
ongmally played by Carolyn Spencer but an illness 
forced her to retire from the role. She was replaced 
by Becky Jones, who is a member of the Fine Arts 
staff. 

Spencer was overpowering in her first number, 
belting out the virtues of "Wall Street." The charac
ter of Mona Kent is the typical big-headed star who 
always has to get her way. Spencer portrayed this 
role with flamboyant style. 

Jones' first performance was last Thursday and 
she did considerably well under the circumstances. 
She was asked to take over the role Sunday March 25 
and had no formal rehearsal with the cast. Frank Mi
chael York, who plays Lucky, worked with her on 
the choreography and helped her learn her songs. 
Jones was a little shaky on her first number, but she 
kept her cool (onstage, anyway) and got through the 
rest of the show without any major mistakes. 

Todd Klawitter plays Dick, Ruby's love interest 

in the show. Klawitter has a pleasant tenor voice 
that is just right for this musical's style. His duet 
with Markwardt on "It's You" brings back memories 
of Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers. 

The ingenue character of Ruby is played by Terri 
Markwardt. Markwardt's portrayal is fresh and full 
of spunk. She possesses a lovely singing voice which 
shines in the number, "Raining in My Heait," and she 
also is a terrific dancer. 

York is uproariously funny as Lucky, the wise
cracking sailor with the outrageous style. He shows 
off his well-trained voice in "Singapore Sue," and his 
tap-dancing abilities in "Choo-Choo Honeymoon," a 
duet with Marla Locke. 

. Locke plays Joan, a perennial chorus girl with 
?1g dreams and an even bigger heart. Locke is dynamic 
m her performance wi!h a strong singing voice and 
superb dancing skills. 

Jim Fitch plays the duel role of Hennessy and 
the Captain. Fitch's straight portrayal of Hennessy 
contrasts with the mugging he does as the Captain. 
His duet with Spencer/Jones in "The Beguine" is espe
cially hilarious. 

The orchestra consists of Conductor Richard 
Kremmer on piano; Teri George on piano; David 
Medearis on bass guitar; and Matt Crawford on pre
cussion. The original score docs not call for a bass 

guitar but Medearis was added in to give the band a 
fuller sound. I particularly enjoyed Crawford's bon
go playing in "The Beguine." 

Andrea Miller designed the costumes for the 
show. Miller has done her usual marvelous job of 
getting the costumes together as well as having to 
make last-minute changes due to the cast change. 

Reggie Schwander has done an excellent job of 
directing this musical whith is abundant with song
and-dance numbers. 

All in all, Dames at Sea makes for a pleasant 
evening of music, dance and comedy. 

Performances are on Thursday, Friday and Satur-

day evenings at 8, with the final matinee show this 
Sunday at 2:30 For ticket information call (713) 
280-3991 or (409) 938-1211, Ext 345. 

Featured in Dames at Sea at College of the Mainland Theatre in Texas City are Terri Markwardt of Clear Lake City 
and Todd Klawitter of Missouri City. The hilarious spoof of the movie musicals of the 1930s runs through April 8. 
For more information or ticket sales call the theater office at (713)280-3991 or (409)938-1211. 

(Photo by Theater Department) 

Brown Bag Series 

Lecture tells how to stop addiction 
By REDA ABOULEISH 
Staff Reporter 

"Happiness and Balance in an Upside Down World" 
was presented by Earl Llewelyn at College of the 
Mainland March 8. This lecture turned out to be an in
formative speech about how an addict reacts in making 
decisions and how someone can help an addict stop the 
addiction. 

This was the second lecture in a three-part series 

about substance abuse presented by the Wellness Pro
gram and the Physical Education Department at COM. 

Llewelyn did not begin his speech with talking 
about the unhappiness of an addict's life as might be ex
pected. Instead, he discussed the happiness and joy an ad
dict can have if his world is without drugs. He tells his 

patients to remember the last time they were happy. 
"Most of my patients remember joy ~ a distant 

memory," said Llewelyn. He believes this memory can 
become reality again for many if they can achieve happi
ness (a sense of balance). This may be accomplished if a 
series of decisions are made to support goals. However, 
an addict's goals become disoriented with the use of 
drugs. 

Drugs threaten life and happiness. They affect a per
son's priorities in life. Therefore, the decision process 
becomes wrong and happiness cannot be achieved. The 
only way an addict comes close to happiness is when he 
realizes drugs are hurting him and others. 

Llewelyn gave suggestions on how to help save a 
loved one from killing himself with drugs. "The first 
thing to do is to try to plant the idea in their mind that 
there is another way. A happier way to live. Then tell 
the addict the situation is becoming a problem and 'you 
are not going to put up with it anymore." 

HAPPY EASTER 

An important thing to remember is not to nag or 
fuss at the person because this will never produce a re
sult, Llewelyn stressed. Next, do not help the person to 
hide the problem. For example, do not call the boss for 
your spouse and make up an excuse as to why he cannot 
come to the office. Pretending the problem does not ex
ist is not going to solve anything. 

An effective method of dealing with the addiction 
is called intervention, Llewelyn said. This brings the 
people in the addict's life together for a meeting. They 
show and tell the addict how much they love him and 
how much love is still there for him. Then they talk, 
with the addict listening, about the pain everyone is suf
fering because of him. Hopefully, he will then realize 
how much pain he has inflicted on everyone. This is 
where the healing begins. 

Llewelyn concluded his presentation by saying:"We 
do not have to be locked into our past. Every day is a 
present and every tomorrow is a future. And we can 
make decisions today that shape that future for us. They 
do not have to be made externally, where our whole life 
is an outer-body experience, but rather internally where 
our happiness and hope begins." 

Llewelyn earned a bachelor's degree in marketing 
from the University of Houston, main campus. He has 
practiced in the physiology field and pastoral counsel
ing in Dallas. He also completed a two-year drug coun
seling program at UH. He is a recovering alcoholic, and 
helps alchoholics and drug users at the Addiction Re
covery Center at Mainland Center Hospital, as well as 
at the Family Life Ministry at St. Mary's Church in 
Texas City. 

If you know an addict or are an addict yourself, you 
may get help by calling the Mainland Center Hospital's 
Substance Abuse Crisis Hotline at (409) 938-5148. 
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Sports 
Rul-e dispute causes 
team anxious minutes 
Team wins despite mix-up 

By SUZANNE HARGROVE 
Staff Reporter 

San Jacinto College held the biannual Gulf Coast 
Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day on their main 
campus Tuesday, March 6. This is a program thai was set 
up more thanl2 years ago to promote team leadership, 
and to give schools an opportunity to interact socially. 

The five events held this semester were COED soft
ball, COED volleyball, tennis, racquetball and pool. 
Each of the 11 schools participating.formed their own 
team. The schools included: Alvin Community Col
lege; Brazosport College; College of the Mainland; 
Galveston College; Houston Community College; Lee 
College, Baytown; North Harris County College, East, 
and South and Tomball campuses; and San Jacinto Col
lege Central and San Jacinto College South, both in Pa
sadena. 

According to Maryann Urick, meetings are held by 

schools twice a year, and rules for how the games will 
be played are set up. All games are played by their own 
basic rules, but GCIC must provide rules for how the 
games will be played in tournaments. 

"There is normally no problem with the rules," said 
Urick, "and this year everything went fairly smoothly." 
There was only one problem, she said, and that was with 
the softball rules. 

Unknown to the umpires, there were two different 
copies of softball rules floating around. Each one had a 
different ruling on what to do in the event of a tie. One 
stated that the team that came from behind to tie the 
score should be declared the winner. The other ruling 
said that the team that was ahead at the start of the in
ning should be declared the winner. These two rules 
were obviously contradictory and provided some sus
penseful moments during play. Many teams were ruled 
the winner when they should have been the loser, and 
vice-versa. Twice during play, COM was ruled the los
ing team, each time according to opposite rules. Finally, 
it was decided that extra innings would be played, and 
the question was resolved. Although COM was in
volved in this conflict twice, everyone kept their spir
its, and came back to win first place. 

All of the participants involved in this year's GCIC 
tournament showed good sportsmanship and all dealt 
well with these ruling problems. The traditional hand
shakes were shared after each game. 

Urick states that a meeting will be held April 27 to 
discuss these rules again. She assures all that there 
should be no more problems, and is pleased at how well 
these tournaments go every semester . 

. PTK sponsors ~•Baseball for Peace" program 
By PENNY BARRERA 
Photography Editor 

College of the Mainland's honor club Phi Theta 
Kappa recently sponsored a "Baseball For Peace" pro
gram. 

According to Ginger McFall, president of PTK, the 
children of Nicaragua are handed guns at an early age. 
PTK, in correlation with the Little League Association 
in Nicaragua, hopes to offer an alternative to these chil
dren. The Nicaragua Little League Association is less 
than 9 months old and is affiliated with the Little 
League Association in the United States. 

Collections of new and old baseball equipment 
were sent to Nicaragua. PTK on a state level began tak
ing donations last November through March of this 
year. Big blue plastic donation barrels were placed on 

, c~pus at COM in the Student Center, A(Jministration 

Building, Technical Vocational Building and outside 
the Math Science Building. 

According to McFall half a dozen baseballs, two 
softballs, three baseball bats, one glove, a chest protec
tor, one pair of shin guards and one pair of ankle guards 
were donated by the honor club at COM. 

A written report from the Little League Associa
tion in Nicaragua will be sent to inform the state-wide 
PTK clubs of the result of their generosity. 

A COM PTK member who works for Southwest
ern Bell discovered that Bell was a sponsor for the 
"Baseball For Peace" program and was still looking for 
sponsors. In a PTK meeting, the member spoke of the 
possibility of PTK becoming a sponsor. _ And the club 
followed through. 

McFall stated, "PTK state officers are always look
ing for state projects for PTK to be involved with." 
Nina Schwartz, the state president of PTK. felt this 

would be a good opportunity for PTK and so helped or
ganize the program. 

"Hopefully this will help others _to contact PTK," 
added McFall. 

PTK just recently collected 1,500 Apple Tree gro
cery store receipts. With a percentage of the receipts, 
Apple Tree Corp. bought and donated an Apple comput
er to the Deaf and Blind Class Room in Houston. 

"From time to time PTK is collecting something." 
McFall stated. "The big blue plastic barrels usually 
have a flier attached to them saying what is being col
lected at that time. Anyone who is interested in helping 
out can keep an eye on the fliers posted on the barrels." 

Note: Anyone with 12 transferable credit hours and 
a 3.6 grade point average who would like to be consill
ered for membership in Phi Theta Kappa should con
tact Leslie Richardson at (713)280-3991 or (409)938-
1211 Ext. 329. 



College of the Mainland's volleyball team came in third place out of 11 school teams at Sports Day March 6. 
Winners are from left: Eddie Temple, Janet Temple, Punchy Charles, Michelle Holmes, John To-Edo and Pam 
Gallia. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 
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CPR class teaches COM students to save lives 
By CHRISTINA BLOOM 
Starr Reporter 

"Because we are a community college, we felt like 
we were giving something back to the community, by 
offering this course" said Susan Plasek, one of the in
structors for the cardiopulmonary resuscitiation course 
taught at College of the Mainland Feb. 10. Plasek is an 
instructor in the Division of Social Sciences. 

The American Heart Association and the Continu
ing Education Department for the Division of Math, 
Health and Natural Science at COM offered the Level 
A CPR course which was taught in the COM gym. The 
course took two to three hours to complete and started 
at various times throughout the day. 

"One reason for having this course was to train 
more people in CPR," said Claudia Cooper, Continuing 
Education coordinator for the Division of Math, Health 
and Natural Science. "The more people that are trained, 
the less the death rate from heart attacks will be." 

~"It\ ri,s 
_) 

Eric Cahee (left) and Howard Clayton repre
sented COM in tennis at the March 6 Sports 
Day. Both landed second in their'pools. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Another reason why the course was offered is be
cause physical education students are required to take 
CPR to pass the class. Those taking the course Feb. 10 
did not have to pay a fee, however, from now on P.E. stu
dents will have to pay for the course. 

"The reason we chose Feb. 10 to give the course was 
because it was the Saturday before Valentine's Day and 
February is Save a Heart Month," Cooper stated. An
other course is planned for next February. 

"Every instructor who participated in the training 
course volunteered their time and efforts," Cooper said. 

Several students from the daytime fire academy 
volunteered to help. The cadets participated in setting 
up the gym the day before, carried in the torsos used to 
practice administering CPR, registered people the day 
of the course and helped clean the gym afterward. 

There are four levels of one-person CPR training. 
Level A, Adult Heart Saver, was the course taught Feb. 
10. The other levels will be taught at later times. 

Level B is designed for people with a special inter-

est in pediatric resuscitation as well as adult basic life 
support. A two-day course for Level B is scheduled for 
April 23 and April 25. 

Level C teaches more detailed cardiopulmonary re
suscitation, to people interested in becoming health care 
providers. One training course for Level C is set for 
April 21. 

Level D is designed for parents of infants and small 
children, day care personnel and parents of high risk in
fants. Training for this one-day class is scheduled for 
April 7. 

Several businesses from Texas City and La Marque 
donated goods or money to the event. Bonneau Office 
Supply donated tablets, name tags and napkins. Mr. Gat
ti's donated pizz.as, Popeye's donated chicken and Super 
Warehouse Foods donated 15 cases of soft drinks. Thir
teen businesses donated m_oney to make the event possi
ble. 

"We were extremely pleased with the turnout of 
334 people." Cooper said "Out of that amount, approxi
mately 295 people received the CPR certification." 

Five teams participated in the 3 on 3 Basketball Tournament held on March 6. Winners from left are first place 
Marcus Williams, Duane Sheppard and Lloyd Murray; second place Tony Pfeiffer, Galen Hayward and Jerry 
Bryant. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 
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Interviews/Features 
Caylor uses experiences as tools for teaching 
Instructor honest and forthright woman willing to express her thoughts openly 

By STEPHEN HADLEY 
Staff Reporter 

It isn't often that you find a college instructor who 
is willing to talk openly and freely about her thoughts 
and ideas to a student. But Margaret Caylor is just such 
a person. An honest and forthright woman, Caylor ex
presses herself with descriptive words that always have 
a clear and definite purpose. 

Caylor, a socTology instructor at College of the 
Mainland was born and raised in Charleston, W. Va. 
After she.graduated from high school her academic ca
reer really took off. She attended Radcliffe College, _a 
school for women which is an affiliate of Harvard Uni
versity, Cambridge, Mass. Caylor described her ex_peri
ences at Radcliffe as "challenging" because at that ume a 
woman attending college definitely was in a minor_ity. 
After receiving her bachelor's degree from Radchf~e, 
she obtained her master's from the School of Social 
Work at Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, La. 

Caylor used her strong educational background to 
become a social worker. "I think being a social worker 
helped me to live m1d experience th~ theories th~t are as
sociated with sociology," Caylor said. She conunued so
cial work for 15 years. In 1978, she began teaching part
time at the University of Houston at Clear Lake. The 
following year, Caylor started teaching part-time at 
COM, where she became a full-time employee in 1984. 

"I like teaching at COM because of the wide variety 
of students in ages and also in interests," Caylor stated. 
"It's good to have different ideas interacting in the 
classroom." 

Although Caylor enjoys COM, she points out that 
education in general is in trouble. "This country has 
created a system of education which is much more inter
ested in control and rules and regulations than the 
growth and development of people. Education should 
encourage people to make decisions and solve problems 
but that's just not happening." 

Another touchy issue which Caylor feels needs at
tention is that of drug use. "I feel very sad that we've 
labeled the solution to the drug problem as a war. Be
cause to me, if you're going to use that terminology, 
we've got to develop a peace movement to solve the 
problem. We're now having a war against our own citi-

zens," Caylor emphasized. She believes that the so~u
tion lies in people's values. "I ~ink one o! the maJor 
steps we've got to make in the Umted States 1s changing 
the value system. When you value materialism to t!'e 
extent that this country does, then people want matena
listic things at any costs. I believe that is why many 
people become involved with drugs." 

Caylor said that her father influenced her most ~ 
become involved in sociology. "My father was a medi
cal doctor and I really gained and learned from him, the 
interest in people and learning to sol':e pr~blems of ~ 
ciety." Caylor also believes that being involved with 
the Civil Rights Movement in college helped to s~a~ 
her life. "College was influential for me becau~ this 1s 
when I began to think about my values and beliefs and 
what I would base my life on." 

Even though she has already completed years of edu
cation, Caylor said that she still has career goals. "My 
main goal right now is to continue working on my da<:
torate in Family Science at (the) Texas Woman's Uni
versity (branch in Houston.)" 

For Caylor, hard work and detennination have paid 
off. At first succeeding as a social worker who helped 

people cope with the social problems of everyday life, 
and then as an educator, helping people to understand 
first hand the problems of our society. 

Best wishes for the 
Spring season! . 

Marty Caylor, sociology instructor at College of theMainland, lectures to her 11 a.m. Tuesday/Thursday class. 
(Photo by Penny Barrera) 

COM offers English for foreigners 
By REDA ABOULEISH 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland has many different classes 
in several fields. There are classes for people who want 
to get in shape by pumping iron, or for those who want 
a nursing career. But one of the most interesting classes 
is for people who do not speak or understand a word of 
English; it is called English for speakers of other lan
guages. 

ESOL teaches English to foreigners. The classes in
clude people from Japan, Portugal, Brazil and other 
countries, and are taught by COM instructor Marylou 
Morrow. 

Morrow only knows how to speak English. She 
teaches her students by showing them pictures of an ob
ject, then sounding out the word for the object. The stu
dents learn by imitating the sound her mouth creates. 

,; i~ii i~i~§m~~~~1~~~g!i~fil~-~iti99~~ 

When asked how she makes the students understand 
her, she said: "Since I only speak English many of my 
students help each other. For example, the Romanian 
student may help the Portugese student if they under
stand the same language." It may seem hard to believe, 
people learning to speak English this way, but it does 
work. She has some students who are now learning to 
read and write. 

Every morning in the Student Center, on the second 
floor, class begins at 9 a.m. She has two morning classes 
and one night class. The first morning class is now 
learning to speak English, while the second class in
cludes people who already know how to speak English, 
but want to learn to read and write. 

The class is free and funded through the state. Stu
dents do not pay a fee to attend this class. For more in
forn1ation call (713) 280-2991 or (409) 938-1211, Ext. 
310. 

I r" Vi/; to read, X ' ' ,,,.,,,,,,,,,,, 
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College of the Mainland's Police Chief Howard Miner takes a moment to talk with students in the Student Center. 
Pictured from left are Kim Caldwell, tanya Myers and LaQuitta Wilredge. (Photo by Penny Barrera) 

New police chief enjoys academia . 
·By DEBBIE RODRIGUEZ 
Starr Reporter 

Have you ever thought that you might want to meet, 
get to know and like a police officer? Well here is one you 
should definitely meet, know and like. 

· OnJan. 4 College of the Mainland brought in a new 
police chief for the COM police department. Now that he's 
getting to know the campus a little bit better, he can be seen 
just about everywhere. Dr. Henry Pope, dean of College 
and Financial Services, felt that the new chief should be 
formally introduced in InterCOM. 

His name is Howard Miller, and his new title is 
director of police. He is certified by the the state of Texas 
as a police chief. He oversees a force of seven certified 
police officers, six peace officers and three security guards. 
The main responsibility of Miller and his team is to protect 
and serve the jurisdiction of COM. 

Miller enjoys working here at COM and likes the 
students. He chose an academic surrounding as opposed to 

a "metropolitan" type area for a number of reasons. "I find 
it intellectually stimulating dealing with students and deal
ing with an academic atmosphere," Miller states. "It's 
challenging and it brings about a different set of circum
stances. You get to meet more of your community working 
in a college selling." Miller feels that working at a college 
he can help guide the young by being here meeting people. 
He feels he can make a difference by setting an example. 
He also feels COM is a good location for him, since he grew 
up on a college about the size of COM. "Texas City has 
great potential, it's growing and it's thriving, and I like the 
safety aspect of the job and being at a small college." 

111is is Miller's first term as a police chief. However, 
he has been in the field for more than nine years. 

Prior to his arrival at COM, Miller served a number of 

duties at Rice University in Houston, including crime 
prevention and some undercover work. Miller went through 
police training at Harris County Sheriffs Academy. He 
graduated in 1980 from Mississippi Valley State Univer
sity in IttaBena,Miss., with a bachelor's degree in commu
nications, and he minored in criminal justice. He antici
pates getting a doctorate in public administration within 
the next two to .three years. 

Miller chose police work because he likes helping 
people and has a straight-forward attitude toward the 
public. "I like helping people and I enjoy the field of 
criminal justice, and the community relations aspect of it," 
he says. "I have an awful lot of respect for my fellow man, 
helping others and that type of thing." 

Miller feels he fits in well in a community college 
because he feels he can relate to and communicate with just 
about anyone. He would like to let everyone know that his 
door is open, and that he is here to help and serve. "If you 
have questions, or some legal matter or something per
sonal, I'm the type of person that's very open and willing 
to help," Miller says. "Just because my title says cop or 
chief of police doesn't necessarily mean that I can't be 
helpful." 

Miller currently lives in Houston, but is originally 
from Mississippi. He is married and has two children. He 
enjoys reading and researching theology and ancient his
tory. He likes to run, work out and play racquet ball. 

Miller describes himself as being a well-rounded 
individual, real easygoing, yet stem and direct. He is also 
very honest, open and a fun kind of guy. 

If you see Chief Miller around campus don't hesitate 
to call out to him, as he has no preference in how you do it, 
"Howard, Miller, chief, whatever - just get my attention." 
So when you do see him, even if you don't have a question 
or a problem, introduce yourself and shake his hand. 

InterCOM, March/ April 1990, Pagell 

Club Christian a 
new student ministry 
By VICKIE FISHER 
Co-Editor 

. "Club Christian is a student ministry that is open 
Lo all students and faculty. This club will serve as a 
way for students to come together and fellowship 
about Jesus Christ. We will be having local ministers 
and musicians come and will hear testimonies from the 
student members. The purpose of Club Christian is to 
minister and teach others about Jesus," reads the 1990-
1991 College of the Mainland catalog the entry for 
Club Christian. 

Club Christian had its first meeting March I in the 
Fine Arts Building at College of the Mainland. The 
club sponsor is COM English instructor Joanne Pevoto. 

Brett Rachel, president of the Student Activities 
Board, and Greg Guion organized the club and explained 
that they had been discussing it for a while. Rachel said 
he believes there is a demand for a club of this nature at 
COM. 

"The Lord impressed upon me that we needed some
thing here at COM," said Gary Smith, another COM 
student involved in getting the club together. He found 
out that Rachel was interested in starting a Christian 
club as well. 

Pevoto approached Rachel in December to discuss 
starting an outreach group, and supplied him with the 
necessary materials. In January Guion was directed to 
Rachel by Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recreational 
Activities at COM. They finally got together by the 
middle of February and made plans for the first meet
ing. Sixteen people attended the first meeting. 

At the meeting everyone introduced themselves and 
explained why they were there. Rachel chaired the meet
ing but made it clear that anyone with something to 
share could lead the meetings at any time. 

The point was made that there are Christian clubs at 
most high schools and many other colleges, but not at 
COM. 

. "I think that Christianity is something that we have 
mis~ here on campus," stated Craig Leach, former vice 
president of lhe SAB. 

Guion and Rachel had orginally discussed starting a 
Babtist Student Union but dismissed that idea because it 
would not fulfill the needs of the majority of students. 

"We wanted it so that everybody, no matter what 
religion or denomination, could come to the meetings 
and not feel alienated," Rachel said. 

Rachel made a bid for funding to the_ Student Activ
ities Council but was originally told that because of the 
separation of church and state, there might be a problem 
in that area. Later the council made the decision to allot 
the funds due to the minimal amount requested. The 
money will be used for travel expenses, professional 
fliers and other expenses. · 

One trip is already set for April 13 to Astroworld. 
The group will attend a concert featuring Christian mu
sicians Michael W. Smith and Harvest. 

Also planned is a concerf at COM featuring the 
Christian rap group Apocalypse. The group has agreed 
to perform at no expense to the club. 

Meetings are held every Thursday during College 
Hour in Room F-110 of the Fine Arts Building. For 
more information contact Pevoto at (713) 280-3991 or 
(409) 938-1211, Ext 316. 

Virex program hun~s down computer viruses 
Continued from Page 1----------

computergocrazy," Devall said. "Ironically when we went 
through the computers (in the graphic arts room) and first 
put it (the virus controller) on, one of the computers was 
already infected." Devall said the color monitor in the 
desktop publishing room, was going out once a month and 
no one could figure out why. But the $100 software 
program, Virex, identified the problem as being a virus and 
stooped this unlikely disease. 

ln addition to making a computer do crazy things, a 
virus can also destroy weeks of work. There is really no 
way to identify a problem as being a virus, Devall said. The 
only thing you can do is install a virus control program. 
Virex, a Macintosh program, is equipped with a first aid kit 
which can sometimes remove a virus if one is found on a 
disk. 

When asked what a virus is and where it comes from 
Devall responded, "It's someone with a warped sense of 

humor who writes a program and hides it somewhere in tile 
disk." This Devall says tells the computer to do strange 
things, such as make the computer's memory go into 
circles and lock up or tum the monitor off. 

Jim Hotze, one of Deval l's committee advisers of the 
graphic arts programs at COM, strongly suggested that the 
Virex program be installed. Taking his advice, she did, and 
it was obviously a safe tiling to do. 
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What's Happening 

College of the Mainland's Student Activities Board, along with the Blood Center of Houston, sponsored the biannual 
spring blood drive held Feb. 27 and Feb. 28. Seated from left are: Teresa Trygstad, SAB vice president: Joe Velasquez, 
SAB member; and Becky Cheek, SAB Student Activities Council representative and chairwoman of this event. See 
related story Page 2. (Photo By Penny Bari'era) 
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Continued from Page F----------- welding 4nd aatomotive departrq_en.ts, apt,roxi-

.,,.,.. mately 12,000 square feet. · ·. ···· ··· 
The Welding Building will be approximaLely· .fOM is in a. dilemma righ1n9w because there 

8,400 square feet. The Auto and Diesel Technical is ,a definite need for classroom space and dedical-
Building will be roughly 21,000 square feet. ed laboratories. President Stanley explained that 

Not only are the welding an4 mechanics de~ the math, biology and nursing departments are 
partments getting a new building with more. · ' having to tum away students because those de.._ 
square footage, they are also getting up-dated . ·.•·• partments ate filled to maxirpµm capaqity. 
equipment, President Stanley said they arc ,;look- ' 
.ing to the .future." 

The reason the welding and automotive oc:.: 
· partments were chosen to be relocated wits be
cause of ah environmental problem in lhe Techni
cal V-0eational Building. The c~haust and fumes 
from these classes were getting intO the air sys- -
tem., explained.President. Stanley. 

. ·.·.· PresidentStanfey .said a committee ha$ bce9 ·•···· 
formed to investigate the 11eeds pf Jtll depart~ 

. ments competing for Jlie space. vac~ted bY: lhC / \, 
~~: •.·.· . ·-· .•.•,· 

❖ "Tb ere are 1.20 applications for )he nursing · 
program and only 60 slots/ the prfsid~nt cex~ · 
plain~. There are 28 proposals from dif.ferenl de~ 
pa:rtmentS Whp all want ttie leftover space. 

A factor in deciding wllo gets the space is the ' 
cost of renovating the space to fill Jhe needs of 
the departmentlfildng it over. tt would obvjously 
taki .. rpor~ money)o renov.p~ the space for the . 
nursing departmeriflhan itwoqld Jor most otµcr .. 
. qep~ipe-qt$: f>re.sidentStanley cmphasi~cd. . .. 

CO·M teams successful on Sports Day 
Continued from Page 11------------

The COM volleyball team put on a show of their 
own by winning Lhird place in a holly conlested divi
sion. Team members included: Punchy Charles (team 
captain), Eddie Temple, Pam Gallia, John Toledo, Janel 

Temple and Michele Holmes. 

Certainly, Lhis Sports Day was one COM athletes 
can be proud of. Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recrea
tional Programs, emphasized, "This was lhe best record 
of any Sports Day Lhat lhe college has participaled in." 

Upcoming choir 
events announced 
By VICKIE FISHER 
Co-Editor 

The choirs at College of the Mainland have been 
quite busy wilh concerts and olher activities during lhe 
spring semester. Hope Shiver is the director of choral 
activities at COM. 

Sludio Singers will travel to College Station on 
April 21 to perform for the District Governors Confer
ence of the Rotary Club. 

On April 22 the choirs will perform for their 
spring concert in Room F-117 at 4 p.m. 

The final performance for COM Singers will be 
May 11. The group will sing at Lhe COM graduation 
ceremony to be held at lhe La Marque High School audi
torium. 

COM has three choral groups but only two of them 
are meeting this semester. The COM Singers is an en
semble choir with about 25 members whose repertoire 
ranges from classical to contemporary. The Studio Sing
ers, a pop group, is limited to 20 members. They sing and 
dance to popular songs as well as jazz numbers and 
show tunes. 

The Studio Singers performed at lhe retirement par
ty given for Helen Foster, former secretary to President 
Larry L. Stanley, on Jan. 31. 

The Studio Singers provided halftime enlertain
ment at a basketball game hosted by Majic 102, a popu
lar FM radio station in Houston, Feb. 16. The game was 
held at Dickinson High School and pilled the DHS 
coaches against lhe Majic 102 disc jockeys. The choirs re
ceived part of the ticket sales for their participation. 

February was African American Hislory Month. In 
celebration, the Organization of African American Cul
ture held a musical extravganza Feb. 22. The COM Sing
ers performed several numbers for lhis program, includ
ing "Honor Him" and an audience participation number, 
"Lift Every Voice," a spiritual which is considered by 
some to be the African American anthem. Several choir 
members also performed solos. 

During lhe fall and spring semeslers the choirs held 
several fund-raisers to finance their annual tour. 

One fund-raiser that always attracts a large audi
ence is lhe Annual Talent Show. This year's was no ex
ception. IL was held March 3 in lhe COM gym and the 
choir raised more than $1,200. The choirs also held a car 
wash Feb. 24 and a semi-formal Sweelheart Dance in lhe 
Student Center March 9. 

Both the Studio Singers and the COM Singers went 
on tour March 17-22. The choirs traveled by chartered 
bus and stayed overnight in New Orleans, La., Lhen per
formed in lhe St. Louis Cathedral in Jackson Square dur
ing mass. They lhen traveled to Mobile, Ala., where 
they performed in the Admiral Semmes Hotel. In Or
lando, Fla. they performed at Brantley High S_chool. 
Non-members joined the tour for $250. 

The COM Singers participated in the Gulf Coast In
tercollegiate Conference Choral Festival March 30-31. 
The festival was held at Alvin Community College 
this year. Approximalely seven choirs participaled in 
lhis evenl, in which lhe'members of each choir joined to
gelher to form a mass choir of about 150 voices. 

COM's fire instructor performs heroic rescue 
Continued from Page 1.----------

and probably take some calculated risks. 
"Another thing that was going through my mind 

was how many of lhe team members were going to get 
there the same time I was," Ratka said. Because team 
members come from different areas of Houston, he 
didn't know how many would show or ho.w long it 
would take Lhem to respond. Three other high-rise res
cue team members actually came to lhe scene. 

Ralka got to lhe scene five to 10 minutes ahead of 
his team. He remembers lhinking he hoped "that every
thing would go off like we trained all the time and 
nolhing would get hung up, and hopefully, I had covered 

all Lhe bases when I was up lhere." 
Because he was the first person on the scene he de

cided to make the rescue. "I was rigging up myself to go 
over it (lhe side of lhe building) anyway. 

The training necessary for this type of rescue ac
cording to Ralka involves repelling - "sliding down lhe 
rope down to the ground." The team tries to train on a 
month-to-monlh basis; they watch films of other res
cues. "Other than thal il's a continual training process. 
You have lo keep training in evolutions (hypothetical 
rescues) and exercises thal you try to set up." 

Ralka doesn'l consider himself a hero in this rescue. 
Any of Lhe olher men "is qualified Lo do what I did," 
Ralka staled. "l guess all my life, being in the fire ser-

vice, that's what I've been trained to do." 
This is the first actual high-rise rescue the fire cap

tain has ever.performed. He had a potenlial high-rise res
cue· at a hospital for a man who wanted to jump. "But 
fortunalely we lalked him inlo climbing down a lad
der." 

Most of the olher rescues he has made have involved 
cars. "I've pulled people out of cars. I don't know if you 
consider those rescues, they weren't in right immediate 
danger of anylhing," Ratka related. 

"This lasl rescue will probably stand out in my 
whole career. I don't know if I'll ever get a chance to do 
Lhal (type of rescue) again. If I do, I'll be ready for it," 
Ralka said. · 
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Festival educates 
students at COM 
By PENNY BARRERA 
Photography Editor 

Celebrating Diversity was the theme of the Multi
cultural Festival held at College of the Mainland April 
17 and 19. The Organization of African American Cul
ture, the Office of Equal Educational Opportunity, the 
Intercultural Student Organization and the COM Amigos 
were the sponsors of the festival which was held in both 
the Student Center and the courtyard of the Fine Arts 
Building during College Hour. 

The April 17 activities began with Ethnic Dress-up 
Day. Students, faculty and staff members were invited to 
participate in the festival by dressing in the clothing of 
their cultural heritage. ESOL teacher Mulan Wang of 
Taiwan was in Chinese dress, COM students Esther Liu 
also of Taiwan wore an informal summer Chinese dress, 
and Masako Shishido of Japan was dressed in an infor
mal kimono. COM student Christine Davis wore an Af
rican native dress of Ghana, and COM Recreation Coor
dinator Mary Ann· Urick wore a Czechoslovakian 
costume. 

During College Hour, Marty Caylor, COM soc1ol-

See Multi-cultural Page 7 
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Celebrating the Multi-Cultural Festival April 17 and 19, Marilu y Los Gallitos (mariachi musicians) perform live 
in the Student Center during College Hour. (Photo by Penny Barrera) 

Stallings ·Outstanding Instructor Nader necessitates 
graduation move 

Students select Roger Stallings as Ouistanding 
Instructor of the year. (Photo by Penny Barrera) 

By JESSE JOST 
Co-Editor 

• 
This year's winner of the Outstanding Instructor 

Award is Roger Stallings. He was recognized during 
the Employees Recognition dinner held at the Nassau 
Bay Hilton Hotel Friday night, April 27. During the 
short time I spent with him for an interview, I found 
his sincere Jove for teaching and genuine care for 
COM and its people indisputable. 

Stallings teaches Public Speech 131 and Interper
sonal Communications 231. Elated and overwhelmed 
at his recognition, Stallings believes he was chosen 
because of what happens in his speech classes. "Stu
dents are terrified of taking speech," explained Stall
ings. "(Students) will beg, borrow and steal to get out 
of it." · 

"What I try to do is come up with ways of doing 
it," he explained. "I use my own life as a way of 
mirroring their own." 

The students learn to deal with their fear of public 
speaking due largely to Stallings' forthright, honest 
bearing. "There is a true faith that grows between the 
class and me," Stallings said. 

By DEBBIE RODRIGUEZ 
Staff Reporter 

As some of you may know College of the Mainland's 
graduation ceremony, set for May 11, has been moved 
from the COM gym to the La Marque High School audito
rium. The decision by President Larry L. Stanley, was just 
recently made for a number of reasons. 

An estimated 130 people will be graduati»g this 
year, receiving ass<Jfiate degrees. certificates and diplo
mas. According to Jim Higgins, directorof Public Informa
tion, the COM gym generally holds 1,200 to 1,300 people. 
But due to fire codes and based on the turnout oflast year's 
graduation,'and the fact that nationally known consumer 
advocate Ralph Nader will be the guest speaker, the cere
mony needs to be moved. 
Nader, according to Higgins, was here in the early '70s and 
drew a large crowd. "So this year since Nader is coming 
back, and from our experience the previous time he was 
here, we just wanted to have enough room to let some of the 
general public that wouldn't normally come to graduation 
come and hear him, without us having to tum anyone 
away." See May 11 Page 8 

Career Fair exposes students to job opportunities 
By CHRISTINA BLOOM 
Staff Reporter 

The Student Center was filled with noise, booths 
and the lunch crowd, as the second annual Career Fair 
held April 26 by College of the Mainland's Counseling 

Division got underway. Dr. Althea Choates and Leroy 
August, both COM counselors, coordinated the event. 
Dr. Warren Dodson, coordinator of Counseling, and Dr. 
Chester Stout, COM counselor, also were present and 
involved in the fair. 

"This was an excellent opportunity for students to 

meet with career'representatives to acquire useful and rel
evant information in making career choices," August 
stated. 

The fair began at 12:30 in the Learning Resource 
Center auditorium with a speech given by Dr. Don Bass, 

See COM Page 8 
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Faculty members enjoy their lunch of lasagna, salad and cake at the Faculty Appreciation Luncheon provided May 
1 by the Student Activities Hoard. This is the second year SAB has sponsored the luncheon. 

(Photo by Penny Barrera) 

Luncheon held in honor of teachers 
By TERESA TRYGSTAD 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland's Student Activities Board 
invited all full-time faculty and adjunct to attend the Fa
culty Appreciation Luncheon May 1. The SAB used this 
opportunity to say thank you to all teachers on behalf of 

the student body. 
The luncheon was held in the Student Cent.er during 

College Hour where the faculty was served a lasagna din
ner. 

After nearly all teachers w~ served and seated. Brett 
Rachel, president of SAB, welcomed the faculty and 

talked a brief time thanking them for all iheir hard work 
and dedication. Rachel said, "The SAB just wants to 
show a little appreciation and do something nice for the 
teachers." 

Group plans other economic summit 
By STEPHEN HADLEY 
Staff Reporter 

As the economies of nations around the world con
tinue to fail, many people are looking for new ways of 
designing a functional economic system that will benefit 
people instead of corporations. According to Andy 
Jones, coordinator of Labor Studies, Continuing Educa
tion and Apprenticeship Training, one organization that 
is interested in alternative economies is "The Other Eco-

nomic Summit," which will be making its way to the 
Houston area on July 6-8. The title of this year's confer
ence will be "The Other Economic Summit: The Voice 
of the People for a Change." 

Held at around the same time as the superpower eco
nomic summit at Rice University, TOES will give peo
ple the opportunity to have input into designing an eco
nomic system which is more just, humane and 
sustainable. 

According to Gary Stuard, a member of the TOES/ 
Houston Executive Committee: "TOES presents the op
portunity for people in the region where it is held to be
gin discussing economic issues in their own communi
ties. All too often grassroots activists are dismayed by 
the complexity of economics and leave it to politicians 
and business leaders. This makes it easier for economic 
policy-makers to pay auention only to short-term fiscal 
and business goals and to leave out matters of sustaina
bility and social justice." 

This year's TOES will hopefully answer such ques
tions as: How can we build an environmentally sustain
able economy? How can we convert from a war econo
my to a peace economy? How can we deal with such 
economic injustices as poverty and Third World debt? 

Although the actual site of the summit is undecided 
plans have been made to hold it at a local university in' 
Houston. For more information on how you or some
one you know can get involved with TOES 1990, con
tact Gary Stuard at (713) 524-3228 or Prentiss Riddle at 
(713) 668-7974. 

Racism is a reality: 
from violent to subtle 

A black man dressed in a dark gray suit lowered his 
head toward the ground. The rain is falling in synchro
nism with the tears rolling down his cheek. He did not 
believe the police when they identified his son as being 
dead. The body and face were mangled and hard to recog
nize. The body was found on the side of a city street A 
pool of dried blood surrounded his limbs. His forehead 

was covered with cuts and bruises with blood dripping 
onto the cold pavement. Open wounds appear on his 
lower back, where he seems to have been clubbed. His 
legs are in a deformed position as if someone actually 
trampled upon them. The cause of this horrifying death 
could nqt possibly be the act of a human. But it was. It 
was a killing by a a group made of human flesh who are 
called skinheads. 

This is not an actual incident but a composite of 
various injuries caused by such beatings at the hands of 
the skinheads as related by the victims themselves on a 
recent Geraldo show. Skinheads and victims were invited 
to appear on the show which airs at 4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday on Channel 2, KPRC. 

Skinheads are a group of youths prejudiced toward 
anyone who is not a true "white breed," by their own acl-- .... -::.::. 
mission on the show. They will eliminate anyone who 
is of any other ethnic background other than white. 
Many of these skinheads grew up in families that fol-
low the Ku Klux Klan's beliefs and ways of living. They 
will become violent and sometimes kill for a white rul-
ing nation. _ 

This should not be happening in this world, but it 
does. If you think this problem does not happen in your 
city, then you must take a second look at where you are 
living because it is a ·reality that is happening every
where and especially on college campuses. 

The University of Texas in Austin has r~ently had 
racist incidents on campus. Certain fraternities on the 
UT campus were involved in racist acts. One fraternity, 
the Delta Tau Delta, had a car parked in front of their fra
ternity house which had anti-black epithets painted on it. 
Another fraternity, the Phi Gamma Delta, had their 
members distributing T-shirts on campus featuring a car
icature of "Sambo," once a fraternity mascot 

According to The Houston Post's April 14 issue, the 
president of UT, William Cunningham, told the public 
that he will not tolerate racial harrassment, but he want
ed to complete the investigation before announcing sanc
tions against those behind the car and T-shirt incidents. 
In response, a ·demonstration protest of about 1,000 stu
dents appeared in front of the UT tower on Friday, April 
13 the article "1,000 rally protest UT racism" states. 
Chantrell Andrews, a sophomore froin Dallas, said stu
dents are getting impatient over the administration's lack 
of action and lack of concern. "We have tried to be non
violent about this, but this could turn from Martin Lu
ther King to Malcolm X in a matter of seconds," An-
drews said. · 

Everyone must become aware of racism. It is not 
solely against blacks or against whites, but against all 
nationalities. People get caught up and persuaded to do 
deeds they should not do. I am asking you not to get in
volved in racism. Americans need to be more open mind
ed about others, and they need to learn not to stereotype 
people. America was made for different cultti.res to live 
in harmony. So why not try? 



Earth Day 
every day 

is good, 
is best 

fit ··•· ·· .,esse 

i/.\.Jost 

Galveston celebrated the 20th annual Earth 
Day at Menard Park on Saturday, April 21. The 
Earth Day celebration began at 9 a.m. and included 
a bike ride, lots of live music on stage, pro
environment speeches, various booths oriented a la 
the standard science fair display-routine, environ
mentally concerned people from mainly Texas and 
nice weather "made possible by the Ozone layer," 
as one of the displays in the park read. 

The crowd consisted largely of teenagers and 
young adults, as well as a few weathered hippies 
and baby-boomer types. The fair was designed to 
accommodate even the younger children who came 
with their parents, as they had their own special 
Earth Day entertainment, in which environmental 
conditions were focused for their younger minds. 
College of the Mainlanders were there, also. 

Although Earth Day is virtuous and conscien
tious, it almost seems to me a fad, an acceptable 
occasion for celebration in which it's popular to be 
aware of the environment 

A button with a photo of a famous Indian 
named Seattle simply states, "The Earth doesn't 
belong to man, man belongs to the Earth." 

I know that a good many organizations are 
making environmental efforts all year round. What 
about your next door neighbor? Perhaps you have 
some stubborn complacencies of your own? 

There are a couple things I think worthy of 
consideration when it comes to the virtue of Earth 
Day. 

First, I don't advocate that people change their 
entire method of daily living for what boils down 
to a little self-satisfaction in having done a very 
singular, small part in environmental reform. 

I agree that the change necessary for reversing 
the present decline of the environment would in
volve massive adaptions into our very culture and 
society. 

The chance that people will act in unison, in 
one massive effort, is extremely small, even 
though many do their tiny and "insignificant" 
share. 

How do you win? 
Society is built on traditions and morals that 

most see fit to follow. The higher intellect of 
command has pushed along a civilization for the 

-past several hundred years that has really set the 
template for how we should live. It's pretty siln
ple. 

Let's realize that it is definitely the higher of
fices of society, the upper crust that influences our 
routine. 

Why don't we, as I'm sure it could be in their 
economic interest, have the "recycle-men" come 
and get our paper, glass, plastic and other assort
ments of would-be trash, instead of those landfill 
guys? 

Most people haven't the slightest idea as to 
where to take recyclable materials. It should defi
nitely become a ,natter of convenience. Everything 
else is. 

I'm not going to' outline an entire system for 
"environmental projects made easy," but it is real
ly something that is lacking in many countries and 
many parts of America. Earth Days are good, but 
20 aren't enough. We may as well eat breakfast 
once a year, too. 
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Colltige ()f the Mainland students and instliletors as w~n as Galveston c&ii~ie studen' ffi.ke .abreak fro~ 
deaning up Galveston beachesoo Saturday,?darch 31. (Photo CQurtesj ofRick Markeµ.e) 

better to zhe Editat .. ... ... . 

1'1stc!lct6T thallks::fi61'1" studellts 
On SatrirdayffWarch 31. a ~¢:.tted grou:p,of Col

lege .of the Main1and students and tnsttnctors arrived 
at 8 am.t;o dean up the beaches between 33rd and: 
39th stteets as pan of the TexasA.dopt-A-BeacllPro-

;gtam,*s 11Greatfr,~~ Beach Trash~Off.11 After~ 
ft~ of coll~tllig/ documenting and sorling.pli!Stic · 
trash., members of the group were giveq T-shirts~ 
~ted to aweij-(.leserved·lunchepn by the poolai the ..a~•~•-0~~~, 
dents from fi~ Colleges. Iwouldlike. fO extend a 
special thank$ toNasatine Piri; Shaureece Oa\tis,Js
realH~J~~t McGibany.~heri McGibwly, ~ 

•~~--~.,,d~;., 
? <Funding for~ luncheon and.shins was.pt(ivided 

b): the GalveSlQn ColJege StudenfSenate. the GC 
~s Pn<iOtndoor,JteereationQub, the Ge Surf 

. E.nthusii\sts and !b~ University· of Hoost.on..C4iar.Lake 
Swftiders, , 

Si~9JtJty, 
Margare~Ringhoff. 

·l~li!!l' 
h>;(:h~.Texas A.~ JJ,f Univer-sityh:iGalvestan.sfift .... 
Club-. ..:::t . . · .. . .. •• .. ... 

Are you one who needs to take TASP? 
By DEBBIE RODRIGUEZ 
Staff Reporter 

I nterCOM wrote in the February issue, "Students be 
warned, Texas Academic Skills Program testing has be
gun." If you are one of the unlucky studen~ who have to ' 
take TASP, you should have been among the only four 
people who attended the two T ASP seminars held during 
College Hour on April 17 and 19. If you are confused or 
unsure if you have to take it, the following information may 
help. 

Just what is T ASP? In 1987 the Texas Legislature 
passed House Bill 2182, which led lo the development of 
the T ASP Test. The purpose of TASP is to ensure that all 
students entering a college or university have the basic 
skills to perform effectively. T ASP was developed because 
there was a great amount of evidence that college students -
and graduates didn't have the basic skills they needed to 
succeed in their college level courses, according to the 
TASP Test: Information Summary compiled by the Texas 
Education Agency and the Texas Higher Education Coor
dination Board. The summary was published September 
1988. 

T ASP consists of three parts: reading, math and 
writing. All are likely to be equivalent to what may be 
encountered in the first year of college. There are T ASP 
study guides available to check out in the library, or they 

can be purchased in the COM bookstore. The TASP Test 
Information Summary is available in the Counselmg Cen
ter. 

Who has to take it, you want to know? According to 
the summary, everyone who plans to pursue a course of 
study that contains nine or more college level courses 
(academic transfer) has to take it if they enrolled in a Texas 
college or university after fall 1989. Any full-time or part
time student who has not earned at least three semester 
hours of college level courses prior to fall of 1989 has to 
take it. You can be exempt from T ASP if you have declared 
a program which contains fewer than nine semester hours 
of college level courses as your major. Some of these 
programs are graphic arts, child development, banking 
operations and business management. 

It is hard to determine from this brief information if 
you have to take TASP or not, for there is much more to it 
than this. For more information on where you stand, 
contact your academic adviser or a counselor, so that you 
can register in time for the next testing date. The last testing 
date was April 28. 

TASP is given five times a year, and the nexttest date 
is June 30. The application due date is June 1, and late 
registration is from June 2 to 20. T ASP costs $24 and there 
is a $20 fee for late registration. The T ASP Registration 
Bulletin is uvailable in the Admissions Office. This coa
tains complete information and all forms for registerinp for 
the test and a return er.velope. 
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Jeff Dunham and friends bring laughs to COM 
By TERESA TRYGSTAD 
Assistant Editor 

Ventriloquist Jeff Dunham said he would show the 
audience "a new approach to an old art;" Peanut, Jeffs 
dummy, exclaimed, "Come on! You make your living 
playing with dolls." Student Activities Board brought 
Dunham's act to College of the Mainland April 10. A 
full audience-of approximately 230 people was present to 
witness the comedian's successful show. 

Dunham's main character, Peanut, is a purple, pot
bellied, big-eyed, hairy "woozle" with an "outy" belly 
button. He was loud and obnoxious at times. 

One stunt Dunham performed was having Peanut 
talk while Dunham was drinking. As the liquid was go
ing down Dunham's throat, Peanut said, "Going, going, 
gone!" The crowd applauded this difficult stunt. 

Besides Peanut, Dunham has created other dummies. 
There also is Walter, a crabby old man who swears a lot, 
Jose Jalapei'lo on a stick who speaks with a Spanish ac
cent, an ape, and a worm in a wine bottle. Peanut even 
has his own miniature dummy that looks like Dunham. 

At one point during the show, all the characters con
versed rapidly (one at a time, of course). The crowd both 
laughed and applauded, then Peanut said, "Don't laugh, 
one day his tongue is going to get a hernia." 

Dunham said, "Peanut is my favorite dummy, but if 
you ask my friends they'll say that both Peanut and Wal
ter are a big part of me." 

Dunham started training to be a ventriloquist at the 

age of 8. Originally from Dallas, he now lives in Los 
Angeles. 

Dunham shared a small piece of ventriloquist history 
with the audience. He spoke of the 1930s when the ma
jor source of entertainment was the radio and the hottest 
show on the air was the Chase and Sandborn Hour. Ed
gar Bergen and Charlie McCarthy were regular guests on 

Jeff Dunham and puppet Peanut. 
(Photo by Penny Barrera) 

this show; Bergen, was the ventriloquist, and Charlie the 
dummy. 

Dunham explained that B_ergen performed before an 
audience of about 300 and did a live radio show simulta

_neously. He was not concerned with the live audience as 
much as he was with the radio audience. 

Bergen concentrated on giving Charlie a brilliant 
personality and did not perfect the technique of holding 
his lips still while talking for Charlie. It was no~ much 
of a show for the live audience, but Dunham said the 
show was rated No. 1 because of the way Bergen brought 
Charlie to life on the radio. 

Dunham further explained that in 1938, after Ber
gen's show became a hit, dummy makers came up with 
the "Cadillac of wooden dummies." Only 30 of these 
dummies were produced. 

Dunnam brought the head of Ollie, one of the origi
nal 30 produced. Ollie can raise his bangs and eyebrows 
to show fright. His ears flap, his nose has a red light in 
the end to portray drunkenness and he can stick out his 
tongue. _ _ 

Another talent Ollie has is spitting water a distance 
of 30 feet through a hole in one of his teeth. This feature 
was not hooked up and therefore Dunham could not dem
onstrate. 

The movie Magic, released in the '70s, had a charac
ter named Fats; this dummy was modeled after these spe
cial dummies. 

Dunham was featured on the Tonight Show in April 
and also has appeared on Art and Entertainment's "An 
Evening at the lmprov" and the Jonathan Winters Spe
cial among others. 

O'Connor reveals expressive feelings on album 
By STEPHEN HADLEY 

Staff Reporter 

When Sinead O'Connor first released her debut al
bum, The Lion and the Cobra, back in 1987, most crit
ics were truly shocked. Her shaved head and shimmering 
blue eyes on the album cover raised a few brows, but it 
was her immensely powerful voice that really knocked 
everyone for a loop. No one could believe that this little 
girl (O'Connor is 5' 2") from Ireland had such a forceful 
voice. Now with her recently released second album, / 
Do Not Want What I Haven't Got, most still can't be
lieve that her voice is so volatile. 

I Do Not Want What I Haven't Got is an album 
laced with political overtones and personal triumphs. 
Much of the anger and aggression from her debut, which 
was released at age 19, has been replaced with thoug~t
provoking, car-pleasing lyrics which give the album a 
mellow quality. 

O'Connor has achieved phenomenal radio success 
with the single "Nothing Compares 2 U," a song origi
nally written by Prince. But it is unfortunate that this 
song, out of all the tracks on the album, is receiving so 
much attention. There are other more notable songs in 
which O'Connor's true musical talent can be heard. One 
song in particular is the somewhat funky, "I Am 

Stretched On Your Grave," in which O'Connor expresses 
her feelings about death. 

When my family thinks 
That I'm safe in my bed 
From night until morning 

I am stretched at your head 
Calling out to the air 

With tears hot and wild 
My grief for the girl 
That I loved as a child. 

With these lyrics O'Connor lends an eerie feel to an· 
already emotionally moving album and this enables her 
to hold listeners and make them become a part of her 
music. 

After listening to this album, it becomes apparent 
that O'Connor is not worried about offending anyone. 
She simply sings what she feels and the result is a mul
titude of strong, emotional lyrics. "~lack Boys on Mo
peds," is a testament to O'Connor's free-thinking musi
cal style. 

Margaret Thatcher on T.V. 
Shocked by the deaths that took place in Beijing 
It seems strange that she should be offended 
The same orders are given by her. 

As it is with most of her music, the words say it 
all. 

I Do Not Want What I Haven't Got is a great al
bum. In a world full of pop garbage and MTV stars, 
this album's folksy and stimulating sound comes off as a 
breath of fresh air. If the lyrics alone don't get you mov
ing, O'Connor's fierce and unrelenting voice will. 

Innovative musicians such as O'Connor, who plays 
the guitar as well as writing most of her own music, are 
hard to fi.nd. But it's good to know that with all the 
conformist pop stars in the world today, there are still 
some who like to "rock the boat." 



Apocalypse (Christian rappers) perform live in the Student Center April 24 during College Hour. Performers, from 
left: Jameson Smith, Kirk Miller and Edward Hongo. The group was sponsored by Club Christian. 

(Photo by Penny Barrera) 

Apocalypse raps for Jes~s Christ 
By VICKIE FISHER 
Co-Editor 

The Christian rap group Apocalypse performed at 
College of the Mainland April 24 in the Student Center. 
Club Christian, the newly formed Christian club at 
COM, sponsored the event. The concert was scheduled 
for College Hour but got a later start. 

Members of the group are: Kirk Miller, known as 
Notorious Prophet K, San Antonio; Jameson Smith, 
known as Sir Jameson Ambassador J. Kasavir Al Ca
pone of the Microphone, Chicago, Ill.; and Edward Hon
go, known as the Hazel-Eyed Hazard DJ Rap EST, 
Houston. 

Miller opened the show with a rap that explains 
what they do, which is rap for the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Smith came next with his own style of rap, fast and 
straight to the point. 

Hongo did some preaching during which he had the 
audience play a game of Simon Says to make a point. 
The point he was making is that people sometimes do 
things just because their friends do those things,_and fol
lowing your friends may lead you away from the Lord. 

After the concert an audience member asked the 
group how they justified performing Christian rap to 
dance music. Smith fielded the question by saying that 
the kind of music they use doesn't matter, but what mat
ters is what they say and what they feel in their hearts 
about Jesus Christ. 

Apocalypse has been performing as a group for 
about three years. The idea for the group started to devel
op after Smith met Miller about five years ago. After 
about a year they began to write rhyme schemes. 

"I could never sing. I couldn't even buy a note," 
Smith said, "But by his (Miller's) encouragement and 
seeing what he had done for Jesus Christ, all of a sudden 
a vision burst in my heart .... And then we got together 
and started writing rhyme schemes for the Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

After they had been working together for a while, 
Miller and Smith decided they needed a disc jockey. They 
wanted someone who was a Christian so they prayed for 
about a year and a half, then discove~ Hongo. 

Smith related the story of a concert they did about 
three weeks before, performing for a group from the 
Covenant House. This is a home for juveniles who have 
been convicted of crimes. 

"They were rebellious for a minute, but then the 
power of God came over me and EST and we preached 
the Gospel," Smith said, "Out of about 20 kids, 16 of 
them came and accepted the Lord Jesus Christ. That's 
one of the most spectacular things I've seen in my mini
stry is souls being saved." 

All the members of Apocalypse are strong in their 
beliefs, and Smith sums up their purpose by saying, 
"Any Christian gets the greatest joy out of seeing people 
going for Jesus Christ And that's what we do this for." 

lnterCOM extends special thanks 
The InterCOM staff would like to take this op

portunity to thank some special people for their help 
and support. The following people deserve recogni
tion for all they do. 

We would like to thank Mirror Publishing, our 
printer for the excellent job they do with our paper on 
a last minute basis. 

Sandra Devall, COM Graphic Arts instructor, has 
been of enormous help to the paper and the staff 
thanks her for graciously allowing us to use her 
graphic arts room in the Technical-Vocational Build
ing and for access to the computers in the room. 

InterCOM also thanks Jim Higgins of the Office 
of Public Information for the many pictures he has 
taken for us. 

Recreation Coordinator Maryann Urick has enthu
siastically supported this newspaper by supplying 

pictures of campus events. 
Many thanks to Phil Johnson of non-print media , 

for doing all of our film developing and picture print
ing, especially on a rush basis. 

The staff also thanks Sarah Garret, Mona Miller 
and the staff of the Multidisciplinary Computer Lab. 
They have been enormously helpful to the journalism 
students, teaching and helping them to qse the com-
puters._ ' 

Special thanks ·also go to Dr. Bill Spillar, chair
man of Arts and Humanities, for his guitlance and 
continued support of the paper as well as humanities 
secretary Lois Carelock and student assistant Roxie 
Morris for taking numerous telephone calls. 

In general we would like to thank all faculty and 
staff wpo have shown their support by completing 
and returning our news release fliers. 
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·ff a~,~.0:f;sh~ 
· helf! by A.miaos 

CoUege of the M~nland's Amigo Organiza
tion sponrored an .Education Awareness Fashion 
Show featuringCOMstudents as models.The slo
gan 11The1Sinkto Your Future:" was usciJJo6n.thu~ 
siastica.lly ·ptesenf the sho1t\.t ~ . the sixth ~a,destu
i!ent body pf Levi Fry Mijidle. Schooi in 1'e'l°as 
City. ,,/ 

Amigos. sponsor and COM. faculty member 
M~ H~ez itlkoduc~d,Dt. Vartnei~e C-ollins, 
assistant th die presiden4 whgad~llidtrotJp 
with some irtspiring opening remarks. Too lasbi~ 
show follow~d with almost non-stop cheering 
from the audience as eacltCOM student modeled 
casual, spoJ1$. ~114 evening \V~- ... ... . • . // 

Am<mgth~COM .stuipts partic~g ~d 
giving oftheinime dudngspring break were Da
vid Moreno. Amigos pr~ident; Sbaton Reed, 
Amigos vice president; Punchy Charles; Jona 
Aguil~i Annette Sanford;; ~ . Julie h~tchings. 
Yisitingstu<,lents • also {.ll¥tiyipa1"'g ~•. mQQ¢Js lth · 
eluded Nj~k H,mandez.of~.lacjnlO <;~~Pa-
sadena and pi.rlos Balli of.John ~rshaQ High 
School, San Antt>nio. . · .. ···•• 

!5til!~ 
The clot])ing for the models was protU!ed by 

· Susie's C~ls~ CbessKipg an(fMiller's QUl,POSL 
\ 11\e ,stµq~~ts r~eiyt!.fl JencUs~ p~~lr~ ®-
cbures ftQm COM.afterth~event 

'!!~,;1i9e9· 
City Marehl(). MC .John Qouraniannou:ntes the 
models. }·····•·•·•·· 

Students and employees who participated in the College of the Mainland student/employee softbali game April 5, 
are from left, front row: Darlene Norregaard, Brett Rachel, Marvcan Hood, Maryann Urick, Suzie Garza. Second 
row from left: Leigh Ann Baxter, Al Bass, Greg Caliban, Eric Biederman, Andrew Anzaldua, James Osteen, E.J. 
Endress, Bruce Alexander, William Osteen, Trey Woodall. Jerry Bryant played but is not pictured. 

(Photo by Penny Barrera) 

Students whip employees in softball game 
By SUZANNE HARGROVE 
Staff Reporter 

The students beat the faculty/staff 8-1 at the annual 
faculty/staff student softball game held April 5 on the 
College of the Mainland softball field. Twenty-four 
players turned out for the game. 

. Since the faculty seemed to be falling behind early 
m the game, new rules were invented in order to provide 
a bit of interest. One was an infield fly rule that stated 
that all runners on second base would advance home in 
the event of an infield fly. Needless to say there were no 
hits. 

. All men wearing pink shirts received six pitches. 
This rule applied to student Breu Rachel who was play
ing for the faculty team. 

After all else failed, the faculty was allowed eight 
outs per inning. J.B. Bryant, COM P.E. instructor, 
who was an unstoppable player for the faculty team, was 
quick to point out that the faculty kept the students 

· scoreless for two innings. This may seem like a huge ac-

complishment, but only three innings were played by 
the students. As a result all points were scored in the 
first inning. 

Highlights of the game included a triple by Andrew 
Anzaldua, and a two run RBI by Angela Anzaldua. E. J. 
Endress made a slow motion slide into home on a hit by 
Leigh Baxter. 

Overall, everyone seemed to have a good time. The 
faculty was quick to recover, and rumor has it that they 
might even return next fall to try once again. 

College of the Mainland students from left:Monica Casas, Greg Callahan,Joe Velasquez, Brett Rachel, Becky Cheek 
(team captain) and Teresa Trygstad represented COM in the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Beach 
Volleyball tournament held April 4 at Stewart Beach in Galveston. (Photo by Penny Barrera) 
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Student/Employee Picnic· promotes Earth Day 
By TERESA TRYGSTAD 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland's biannual student/ 
employee picnic was held at Jack Brooks Park April 22. 
A crowd of approximately 200 people attended the pic
nic; mostly students. This year the picnic fell on Earth 
Day, which was incorporated into the celebration. 

The activities available to the crowd were bingo, 

volleyball, softball and goofy relay games. 
Becky Cheek and Kelly Lindley, along with Mar

yann Urick, came up with several fun relay games that 
kept both the participants and spectators entertained 

Each relay team consisted of six people. The games 
were planned to promote an Earth Day consciousness. 

The first relay game promoted working together to 
preserve the Earth and entailed each member bending 
over and connecting by passing their right hand through 

Phi Theta Kappa and Student Activities Board workers serve hot dogs to guest at the College of the Mainland 
Biannual Student/ EmployeeJ!icnic held at.Jack Brooks Park.April 22. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 

their legs and grabbing the next persons left hand. 

While connected, team members were expected to 
pass a hula hoop over their head and onto the next per
son. After passing the hoop, that person would move 
from the front of the line to the back to receive and pass 

the hula hoop again. The line moved slowly across the 

finish line. 

Another game promoted water conservation. Each 
team lined up around a large trash can filled with water. 
The result was a wagon wheel affect. Team members 
were provided with their own cup in which they were to 
pass water from one person to the next. The objective 
was to be the first to fill the empty five-gallon ice cream 
bucket with water cup by cup. To do so, they had to be 
quick but careful not to spill too much water from th~ir 
cup. 

PTK won first place in the relay games, the Outdoor 
Club won second with the Dirty Rotten Scoundrels (a 
composite team) receiving third. Each member of these 
winning teams received a tree as a prize. 

The Student Activities Board provided the crowd 
with free hot dogs and soft drinks for lunch. 

Joe Velasquez said, "We had plenty of food for eve
ryone and a sufficient number of student workers on hand 
thanks to Phi Theta Kappa." Velasquez is an SAB mem
ber and was coordinator of the food and drink service for 
the picnic. 

All COM clubs were invited to help with the re
sponsibilities that go along with the picnic, but only 
PTK .responded. "They were very helpful," said Brett 
Rachel, president 'of SAB. "It was nice to have help 
with the picnic because the picnic is a huge responsibili
ty." 

The weather was perfect for the picnic, partly cloudy 
with a nice cool breeze. The overall response to the pic
nic was a good one. 

Multi-cultural Festival celebrates cultural diversity 
Continued from Page 1 ----------

ogy instructor, served as commentator for the parade of 
fashions in the Student Center. Caylor was dressed in an 
Indian sari. 

Marilu Y Los Gallitos (mariachi musicians) helped 
set the mood of the festival by providing the musical en
tertainment in the Student Center. 

Dr. Manuel Urbina, COM social science instructor, 
represented the Urbina Museum of Mexican and Texas 
History. Posters and flags were on display in the court
yard of the Fine Arts Building, as well as in the Student 
Center. 

A Nigerian food demonstration was also held so stu
dents could have the opportunity to learn about the cul
ture and customs related to Nigerian food; how it is pre
pared. Things such as chicken, rice, fried plantain, 
greens, Moi-Moi, a type of Nigerian pate made from 
black-eyed peas with the black eyes removed, and a varie
ty of fish including cray and dried fish were available for 
tasting. 

Along with the food in the Fine Arts foyer, artifacts 
and items such as snake skin sandals and Nigerian dress
es were brought and displayed. 

Artifacts and clothing from Central America, Peru 
and Nigeria as well as African American literature also 
were displayed in tlie ·foyer of the Student Center by 

those who participated in the festival. 
According to V anneise Collins, assistant to the pres

ident, these artifacts are valued by different cultures in 
many ways and were used as a hands-on experience for 
students to pick up and look at closely. Some things 
were for sale. However, the key emphasis was the oppor
tunity to learn about what other cultures create and val
ue. 

COM students Ernest Navy and Sanae Scott enjoyed 
the food and purchased some of the items. Collins, who 
represents the Office of Equal Educational Opportunity, 
explained, "We are trying to expand the concept of Eth
nic Dre~-up Day into a real festival. So we11 try to give 
the feeling of going from place to place." 

Stallings thrilled at receiving award 
Continued from Page 1 ---------

Nominees were notified of their status in the run
nings over the phone on a weekend. Stallings was not 
home for the call, but the message was left with his 
10- year-old son who, as 10-year-old sons are want to 
do, forgot to tell his dad. When Stallings arrived at 
class on Monday, April 23, and saw the evaluators in 
his class, he was both pleased and surprised. 

Stallings loves teaching at COM. He feels COM 
has given him the chance to deal directly, courteously 
and personally with students. He also feels close to 

the faculty. Stallings even loves Mondays because he 
looks forward to working with others again. 

Stallings claims he has no desire ever work any
where else. "I love it here. I will always love it here," 

. he proudly' admitted. "You don't give up something 
you know you love for something you think you 
might like," he said. 

Stallings feels an incredible thrill in having won 
the award He describes his receiving of the award as 
a "self-validation" of all that he has done and is hon
ored to be recognized by his peers and the student 
body. 

April 19, die second day of the festival, was dedicat
ed to the people of the Bangladesh society. Once a part 
of India, this independent nation is now located east of 
India Because of the availability of the dancers, represen
tatives and the ability to construct a full program, the 
Bangladesh society was chosen to give a presentation in 
the Student Center during College Hour. These people 
feel they have a separate cultural identity from India, ac~ 
cording to Collins. 

Collins also participated in ·the festival by wearing a 
Kente cloth that can be worn in a number of ways. She 
chose to wear it as a stole. The clot~ woven by the 
Ashanti weavers is made up of many different weaves of 
thread symbolizing a changing Africa. There is even a 
stitch on the cloth worn by Collins that is dedicated to 
the first lady of Africa. The cloth can only be found in 
the African country, Ghana. 

Collins commented that this was the first time vari
ous college organizations, combined resources to try and 
expand Ethnic Day in terms of more activities. 

LC thrift shop opens 
The Women's Resource and Crisis Center in Galves

ton has opened a thrift shop in League City to help sup
port your local shelter for victims of family violence and 
sexual assault. Located on 1001 W. Main, _and open 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday, you 
can find household and designer fashions for the entire 
family. 

Donations and volunteers are cheerfully accepted. 
For more information contact Charlotte Doyle, volunteer 
coordinator, at (713)332-HELP north Galveston County, 
(409)765-SAFE Galveston or (409)925-HELP west 
Galveston County. 
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Students enjoy a taste of Nigerian f'ood during the Multi-cultural Festival April 17 and 19 in the foyer of the Fine 
Arts Building. From left: Cedric Washington, Anson Lawson and Carla Landrum. Ada Coleman, serving, made all 
of the food. Al Bass, far right, looks on. See related story Pages 1 and 7. (Photo by Penny Barrera) 

COM instructors represent career fields 
Continued from Page 1 

dean of Instruction and Student Development. Other 
speakers included Dr. Dodson, Ellen Daley, a nursing 
student who introduced guest speaker Margaret Ringhoff, 
a biology instructor at COM, as well as John Bell, a 
student who introduced keynote speaker Wayne Johnson 
III, Galveston County's Commisioner for Precinct 3. 
August made the closing remarks. 

Some of the representatives at the fair in the Student 
Center were COM instructors. Among them were: Jan 
Smith, child development; Frank Ratka, fire technology; 
Bob Williamson, law enforcement; Ouida Sanmann, 
English; Sandra Evans, education; Pamela Mayes, cos-

motology; Jess Olive, engineering; Carole Labby, nurs
ing; and Jesse Symms, electronics. All the counselors 
were present and involved in the fair. 

Approximately 30 career areas had booths set up in 
the Student Center. Each booth had pamphlets and infor
mation to hand out. 

Other career opportunities represented were: account
ing, graphic arts and printing, probation/parole officer, 
several different areas of medicine, and nutrition and die
tetics. 

When asked how well the students responded to the 
fair, August said that the counselors were fairly pleased 
with the turnout in the Student Center. 

College of the Mainland student<; are given the opportunity to explore different work fields during the Spring Career 
Fair April 26, in the Student Center during College Hour. A lecture was given at 12:30 in the Learning Resource 
Center auditorium. (Photo by Penny Barrera) 

lnterCOM wants 
YOU Summer II 
For a worthwhile summer, creditwise and ex

periencewise, consider becoming a staff member 
for the summer issue of InterCOM during Sum
mer II. 

If you're interested, sign up for Journalism 
131.01 and the required lab, Journalism 111.01. 
Registration is July 12, and class begins on July 
16. Admissions requirements must be met by July 
6. 

Feel free to ask any questions related to the 
class and/or registration requirements by calling 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 214. Ask 
for journalism instructor Astrid H. Lowery . 

. 
Bridge offers support 

The Bridge is a crisis intervention center for women 
and their children. It offers a support group of victims of 
family violence and sexual assault Meetings are held in 
the Pasadena and the Bay Area weekly. These groups are 
aimed at understanding the dynamics of these crimes and 
setting goals for recovery. 

For assessment counsel and an oppurtunity to deal 
with the stress of abuse call (713) 472-0753 or (713) 
,33-9815. 

DA seeks helpers 
The Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA) is a 

national voluntary health organization dedicated to defeat
ing neuromuscular diseases through worldwide research, 
patient services, clinical care and professional and public 
health educaton. The MDA is accepting applications 
from young people 16 years and older who would like to 
become volunteer counselors for a summer camping pro
gram that will be held June 10 until June 15 in Friends
wood. 

Volunteers willing to spend the week at camp are 
needed to act as companions to a child or teenager who 
has a neuromuscular disease. This camp will include ac
tivities such as swimming, horseback riding, cookouts 

and dances. 
Young people who would like to become counselors 

should immediately write to: Summer Camp, MDA, 
5615 Kirby Drive, Suite 500, Houston, Texas 77005. 
Or call MDA at (713) 522-8561. 

olunteers needed 
The Women's Resource and Crisis Center of Galves

ton County provides emergency shelter and non-resident 
services to victims of family violence and sexual assault. 

Volunteer opportunities are available in the areas of 
childcare, answering the hotline, rape crisis intervention 
and helping in the thrift shop. Orientation for volunteers 
is the second and fourth Monday of each month. 

If interested in volunteering, call the Volunteer Co
ordinator at (713) 332-HELP in north Galveston Coun
ty. In west Galveston County call (409) 925-HELP and 
in Galveston call (409) 765-SAFE. 

May 11 commencement set for LMHS auditorium 
Continued from Page 1 

For those unfamiliar with Nader, he is known for his 
support for American citizens. For more than 20 years he 
has been fighting for Americans and consumer rights 
dealing with such safety issues as scat belts in automobiles, 
safe drinking water and food free of excessive pollutants 

and additives. Nader has been called everything from a 
"crusader for the common man" toa "true American hero," 

The ·subject uf Nader's speech is not known, but it 
should be well worth hearing, Higgins said. "Even if you're 
not graduating, I would encourage students to allend if 
nothing more, just to hear him speak because he is some
body that has affected everybody's life in some way, 

whether they may think about it or not." 

Higgins continued, "He is a very unique individual, 
and I think people will come away with a heller understand
ing or consumer issues having heard it from someone who 
was the original consumer advocate for the typical Ameri
can." 
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Industrial education to get 2 shop buildings 
By BRADY MAHANEY 
Staff Reporter 

Since 1984 College of the Mainland has been grow
ing both in size and in enrollment. Along with more 
students the college is also adding two new buildings. 

The new additions to the campus will add roughly 
25,000 square feet of usable space. The Auto/Diesel 
Building will take up most of this space as it consists of 
16,835 square feet . The Welding Building is 8,400 
square feet. 

Due to rain delays the completion date of this pro
ject has been moved to Oct. 18, said Dr. Henry Pope, 
dean of College and Financial Services. 

Not only will the new buildings provide for more 
learning space (enough room to work on eight diesel 
trucks), but also more opportunities such as the new 
welding program which will begin once the buildings are 
completed. 

The shops, which will be hou~d in the new build
ings, have been located in the TechnicaIN ocational 
Building since its first phase was completed in 1972. 
Because the shops were jeopardizing the quality of the air 
in the Tech/Voe Building, a decision was reached to sep
arate the shops from the classroom buildings. 

The new buildings also were necessary to keep up 
with the rise in the number of students enrolled. Since 

See Shop Page S 
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Contracted workers clean up after pouring cement, for the final touches to the foundation of the 
new auto/diesel building. The two new shop buildings have a projected completion date of Oct. 
18. (Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

S01all-ti01e cri01e shows ·up at COM M'e~~•etlf~ 
·the T1\SP takers? , By BRADY MAHANEY 

Staff Reporter 

Campus police have reported a rise in criminal activ
ity during the two College of the Mainland summer ses
sions. Campus police Chief Howard Miller states that 
there is no actual reason for an increase in activity, but 
that local police statistics show seasonal increases are 
common. 

John Paul Faour, COM student, buffs his last 
puff before entering the building. 

(Photo by Penny Barerra) 

The problem, Chief Miller states, does not appear to 
be with the student body or faculty, but more because 
non students are present on campus. 

Attempts to steal items from vehicles and the sale of 
controlled substances are the major incidents occuring on 
campus. The latter "seem to occur more in areas where 
large groups of people get together," Chief Miller said. 

See COM Page 16 

Smoke clears out of 
all COM's buildings 
By JOHN PAUL FAOUR 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainlaod students will find that the 
use of tobacco in any campus building has gone up in 
smoke. There will be no smoking, no dipping and no 
chewing except outside. The COM Board of Trustees 
voted at their July 30 meeting to ban the sale or use of 
all tobacco products beginning in the fall semester. 

Smokers may feel the regulation is an infringement 
on their rights. However, trustee$ made the rule for' the 
protection of non smokers at COM. Studies show the 
use of tobacco is the major cause of lung cancer in both 
the user and the non user. 

InterCOM talked with a few people on campus to 
see how they feel about the new smoking policy. COM 
student Gary Smith says," I'm glad, we all know the 
dangers of smoking. Maybe this will inspire smokers to 
·quit" 

See Smoking Page 2 

.. By JESSE . ·IL. JOST 
Ma.aging Editor 
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COM students Myrle Carr and Darlene Martenez discuss class notes over lunch,. 
(Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

InterCOM spotlights outgoing editor 
Jesse Jost, a College of the Mainland journalism student, is leaving the Inter

COM nest to further his studies at the University of Houston Central Campus. 
Jost worked his way up from a staff reporter to co-editor to managing editor of the 
InterCOM in four semesters. Jost also served as typesetter for three semesters. He 
has done more than a terrific job and will be greatly missed. Good luck, Jess. 

How long have you been with InterCOM? I've been 
with the InterCOM for four semesters. 

Where will you go from here? To the U of H (Univer
sity Park), my third college year. 

What is your position at lnterCOM? Yeah, I'm the edi
tor but so what. The hours are taxing and the pay is low. I 
also hold the unofficial title of Supreme Gruntworker. 

A few people you know? I know a few people, yes. I . 
make friends in school and am familiar with most of my 
relatives. I have a couple of friends from highschool. I 
know my girlfrie d rather well, and her parents, yes I 
know them too. 

Ir you bad the chance, who would you like to meet? 
If I had the chance, I'd like to meet Leonard Ni

moy ... again. I met him at Toys R' Us during a promotional 
thing when I was about 8 years old. My dad had the came
ra but forgot to take a picture. I was wearing a Star Trek 
shirt beneath my denim jacket, but I failed to show it off 
like I had planned. This time, I would get it right. 

What bugs you the most? Telephones bug me the 
most, especially when they ring. 

Who is your favorite performer? My favorite perform
er is ... I couldn't have just one. That would be too con
stricting. It's like having just one color. It takes other col
ors to make one so special. I hate questions that ask me 
what my "favorite" things are. 

If you could change one 
thing about yourself, 
what would it be? I would 
not get headaches or massive 
lazy streaks. 

What will you miss the Jesse R. Jost 
most? I'll miss the cohesive 
class structure, and the ammounts of real work that get 
done. The students usually get along really well. 

What will you miss the least? I will not miss scooping 
out "news." I will not miss entertaining journalistic no
tions. Wait - yes I will miss that, but not the scooping. 

What Is your favorite meal? My favorite meal is some
times baked lasagna with spinach, sometimes it is a baked 
potato with chili and ketchup. Sometimes I enjoy nothing 
more than drinking water. I told you I didn't like these 
questions. 

If _you could switch places with anyone, who would 
It be? I wouldn't switch places with anyone. I hate that 
question! I've worked too long and hard to become what I 
have, for whatever it's worth. Could you give up yourself 
for someone who isn't you? Where's the fun? 

Favorite past time? I like to learn a lot, spend time with 
my girlfriend and play my guitars. I also like to read and 
write. Thinking and laughing are real in. Snicker! 

INTERVIEW BY PENNY BARRERA 

Smoking will be abolished in COM buildi~gs. 
Continued from Page 1------------

Secretary of Adult Basic Education Cindy Jordan 
says, "I feel it's an infringement on my rights. There 
should be a place on campus for smokers to' smoke. 
Smokers have rights too." 

Although not a smoker himself, Dr. William T. 
Spillar, chairman of the Division Arts and Humanities 
says, "I think that maybe there should be a place for 

smokers on campus." 
COM student Brady Mahaney says," I don't mind 

going outside to smoke, it's just that sometimes it gets 
cold" 

Jesse Jost, managing editor of InterCOM says, "I 
agree with it. Everybody has the right to smoke. No
body, however, has the right to agitate others with their 
undesired exhaling." 

Congress should 
pass Brady· Bill 

Penny 
Barrera 

"Ever since I was shot, I have watched from my 
wheelchair as the gun lobby blocked one sane handgun 
control proposal after another. But I'm not just watching 
anymore: I'm calling on Congress to pass a common
sense law - the Brady Bill - requiring a seven-day 'cool
ing-off period before the purchase of a handgun, so po
lice will have time to check if the buyer has a criminal 
record." 

This is part of a letter that was written by James S. 
Brady and published in The New York Times this sum
mer. 

Brady was the press secretary for former President 
Reagan when an assasination attempt was made on the 
president's !ife, in 1981, by John Hinckley. The bullet 
meant for Reagan struck Brady, paralyzing him. 

According to Brady, within the last six years the gun 
lobby has given $4 million to Congress to block the 
handgun laws. The gun lobbyist claim that the wait is 
"inconvenient" 

How can the possibility of saving a person's life be 
inconvenient? Will it still be inconvenient when a loved 
one of a gun lobbyists is shot and killed with a hand
gun? I don't think we have the time to wait and see. 

Gun lobbyists shouldn't see this as a means of gov
ernment control, but as a means of preventing tens of 
thousands of crippling injuries and possible deaths. 

It's a sad thought that highly intelligent and well
educated people in high places value their wallets more 
than the thousands of lives that put them there. 

If losing money is the only reason for Congress' 
hesitation, look at it this way: money will always be 
around and spent as fast as you can get a hold of it But a 
life lost is a life lost. 

Meet lnterCOM staff er Penny Barrera 

Penny Barrera, 21, has been on the lnterCOM staff for 
three semesters and will return in the fall. She has served 
as staff reporter, staff photographer and photography edi
tor. In the fall she will be assistant editor of the Inter
COM. 
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COM settles with 
HL&P for taxes 
By JOHN PAUL FAOUR 
Staff Reporter 

There was good news and bad news for College of 
the Mainland at the July 30 Board of Trustees meeting, 
regarding the college's lengthy dispute with Houston 
Lighting and Power. 

First the good news. COM will pay HL&P 
$200,000 (the interest) less on a debt originally beyond 
$600,000. 

The bad news is that COM still has to pay HL&P 
$420,000 (the principal). 

The bill is not COM's fault. HL&P and the Galves
ton County Central Appraisal District negotiated an 
agreement over the 1982 and 1989 tax evaluation of the 
Bacliff plant. Under the agreement that HL&P had acci
dentally overpaid COM roughly $420,000 in tax returns 
with interest, COM would have had to repay more than 
$600,000. However the board of trustees approved a pay
ment of the principal amount only, dropping all interest 
charges. COM will pay the money in two equal install
ments: the first Jan. 31, 1991 and the second Jan. 
31,1992. 

"There was no way to anticipate this large amount," 
said COM President Larry L. Stanley. Early estimates 
showed COM owing no more than $100,000. Trustee 
James Butler, Chairman of Finance Committee, said, "If 
we back out of the agreement, it's fair game for them to 
go after the full amount." 

The Central Appraisal District, which over-valued 
the HL&P plant is not responsible for any part of the re
fund. "Anything they pay comes out of our pockets any
way," Butler said. Despite the CAD foul-up, the board 
agreed to renew its contract with the district. The board 
suggested that they be supplied with more information 
on the taxes. 

"We never did receive a formal notice that we would 
be short some S600,000," said Trustee Ivan Langford. 
He suggested the county supply COM with information 
about tax cases under dispute. 

In other business the board took the following ac
tions: 

• Banned the use or sale of any tobacco products in 
COM buildings. 

• Approved the sale of $2 million in revenue bonds 
to Clayton Brown at the rate of 6.82747 percent for 
completion of the new technical building. Brown's bid 
was the lowest of eight submitted. 

• Heard report on the COM secondary summer 
school program. Robert Shinn, director of Continuing 
Education and Community Service said that while fi
nance figures were not available, the college should see a 
profit of $10,000 in revenues. The only problem he re
ported was minor vandalism. 
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Don't trash Student Center 

Whatever happened to school pride? 
. ~ 

Mack 
Grimmett Jr. 

It was an early Aug~t morning, and 1 was rqn.
tWJ.S a liUle ~~ focpJ~. !~ided tQ $IDQ ,tthe caff?•+ 
tetia. and get something to snack on. •. . . ·.• •.••· 

When I walked into the Student Center and tmned 
the corner to go to the cafeteria, I noticed lhat tbere 
were some empty tables. The tables were empty of 
people, but not empty of ttash. 

You're probably thinking, so what, that's the caf
eteria's job to clean up after you. Well maybe, but 
you would'nt leave trash lying around your house, 
now would you? 

This campus is here for your benefit .. College of 
the Mainland is he1:e to J)l"epare you for a major uni
versity. So why must you treat it like it was a junk 

yard?- Dontt say you'll change as soon as you reach a 
major school. If you don't clean up after yourself 
now. what makes you think you will when. you get 
to a school such as teus A&M University? 

Wilh as much stress as there is on prote.cting Ute 
environment this time aruf day, you should realite . 
that every time you litter,.itis hurting the environ• 
ment. Even a little,. 8JU1l l'i@pper huns. 

Remember tha,l.~ school is here for you. please 

~~~~r~~~I~.~~r~ ~~:re~~ · 
All I'm saying i~ t;tke thitt extra five seconds and 
throw your trash away. 

Meet lnterCOM staffer Mack Grimmett Jr. 

H. Mack Grimmett Jr., a first-time journalism s.tu
dent, and member of fhe summer InterCOM staff, 
wlll transfer to Texas A&M University in tlu! spring. 
Grimmett will tranefer as a junior from Squth West 
TeX/JS JuniorCollegein Uvalde, and intends to further 
his career in animal $Cience. ' 

Where to find food in and around campus 

Places to still you hunger pains 
By MACK GRIMMET JR. 
Staff Reporter 

It's Tuesday morning and class has been going for 
only 10 minutes. All of the sudden your stomach lets off 
an ungodly growl of emptiness. 

Where do you go, what do you do? 
Fear no more. There is a solution to your problems. 
If you are a student, like myself, you will find the 

vending machines are a quick and easy way to get all the 
sugar and energy thAt every college student needs. The 
places to find the major enery supplies are in two differ
ent spots on campus. 

The first is the cafeteria, located on the first floor of 
the Student Center. The other is housed in the Technical 
Vocational Builing. The Tech-Voc snack bar has a num
ber of vending machines. One even sells sandwiches, for 
a hunger that needs a little more than sugar. Most places 
on campus have those sugar boxes, known as Coke ma
chines, but not all have candy machines from which a 
student can get his bag of M&M's and other goodies. 

The cafeteria, which is open from 8 to 4 p.m., offers 
more than just snacks and sandwiches. Every day you 
will find a lunch line to appeal to appetites normally sat
isfied only by McDonald's. 

;r~ 711:JN, 
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The hot line offers several different meals every day, 
according to Patricia Thibodeaux, manager of the cafete
ria. She said the cafeteria takes phone-in orders for every
thing. The meals usually are ready in about five min
utes, so by the time you arrive at the Student Center, 
your lunch will be made. Brown's Food Service of 
Galveston caters the cafeteria food. 

For the traditional folks, the cafeteria always has 
hamburgers and chicken frie.d steaks on hand. The chick
en fried steak comes on a bun or on a plate with various 
types of vegetables, whichever you wish. 

If you want to get away from the school for a while 
but don't want to drive a great distance, then I recom
mend Susan Dee's Restaurant across the Eminett F. 
Lowry Expressway (FM 1764), beside the Little Chief 
Minit Market. They also carry the traditional foods like 
chicken fried steaks. The restaurant serves a noon buffet 
for only $4.49 daily.and has a different type of meat on 
their buffet every day. 

If you are just a hamburger type of person, don't be 
afraid to try something new to eat. If it looks good, and 
smells good, then it probably is good. Remember, 
you're in college to learn new things. 
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SAB sets kickoff, 
four movies for fall 
By MARQUELLE JACKSON 
Starr Reporter 

College of the Mainland's annual Welcome Back 
Kickoff, sponsored by the Student Activities Board, is 
scheduled for Tuesday, Sept 11, in the breezeway of the 
'Learning Resources Center. 

A live band, Tii .:· Sequel, will perform classic rock 

music, and free sodas and popcorn will be served. Also, 
Larry L. Stanley, president of COM, will address the 
new and returning student body. 

Officers and members of COM clubs and organiza
tions such as the Outdoor Club, COM Amigos and the 
Organization of African American Culture will be intro
duced. 

Maryann Urick sponsors the SAB and looks forward 
to this year's turnout "Last year we had 200 students ~ 
come to the kickoff, and I anticipate a larger crowd this 
ear" 

y The SAB has many other activities in store for the 
1990 fall calendar. The free movies they will bring to 
campus are Pretty Woman, Betsy's Wedding, Die Hard 2 
and Dick Tracy. . 

The SAB also will have a pizza party for new partic
ipants Sept. 21, a student-employee p_icnic_ at J~ck 
Brooks Park Sept 23, a biannual blood drive with a hve 
band, Oct. 9, and a pre-holiday dance at the San Luis Ho
tel, Nov. 16. 

Urick, COM coordinator of Recreational Programs, 
urges students to participate in these upcoming events. 

A new feature of SAB that has been endorsed is a 
scholarship fund for its active members. Ten SAB sc~ol
arships are available to those who devote the_ most ttme 
to SAB activities. The top three members will each re
ceive a $200 scholarship and the remaining seven will 

each receive $100. 
What exactly does an SAB member have to.,?O to get 

a scholarship? Members must spend a minimum of 30 
houd planning events and/or working at SAB activities. 

"The SAB is an organization anyone can join if they 
are truly interested in the recreation of the College of the 
Mainland," Urick says. 

For more information call Urick at (713) 280-3991 
or (409) 938-1211, Ext. 418. 

New fees to be added 
to students' tuitions 
By MACK GRIMMETT JR. 
Starr Reporter 

There is a proposal before the board of trustees to 
raise the fees at College of the Mainland. 

According to Robert Shinn, director of Continuing 
Education and Community Service, COM has not raised 
tuition since the doors opened to the public in 1967. 
COM is the least expensive community college in Tex
as, Shinn explained. It costs an in-district student $77 
tuition and fees to enroll for 12 semester credit hours. At 
San Jacinto College in Pasedena, the second least expen
sive community college, it costs a student $132 for a 
12 semester credit hour load. Galveston College, just 
across the Causeway, costs $177 according to the infor
mation given by Shinn. 

Shinn said that the new fees will go toward mainte
nance of the school and making the much-needed repairs 
to the parking lots. 

The new fees will be 50 cents per semester credit 
hour with a maximum of $7.50. 

The board of trustees will vote on the new fees Aug. 
30. 

Tilly Henson, COM librarian, assists summer COM student Sharon Crawford with the compu
terized card catalog, COMCAT. (Photo by Penny Barrera) 

Library renovations look snazzy 
By LESLIE N. CHAMORRO 
Starr Reporter 

Imagine coming home after a long day at school. 
You kick off your shoes, grab a Coke and the TV re
mote. You hop on your favorite easy chair and proceed 
to flip through the channels hoping to catch the last 15 
minutes of the Brady Bunch. 

But as you're browsing through your chemistry 
notes, popping cheese doodles into .your mouth, you dis
cover that your favorite easy chair is moved ever so 
slightly and your television isn't at the same angle. You 
start to panic because you had the exact same feeling less 
that an a hour ago in the library. 

Things weren't quite the same. The card catalog was 
no longer in the heart of the library, but over about 6 
feet to the left and down a bit. All the reference books 
were moved to the east side of the facility. 

Where the card catalop; used to stand is now a com
puterized card catalog - the COMCAT. Then you bent 
down to pick up the pen you had dropped, in suprise you 
caught a glimpse of the brand spanking new blue and 
gray carpet. Mere coincidence maybe - maybe not , but 
one thing you knew for sure is that the library had a new 
look! 

After two decades of faithful service the library is 
getting a facelift! 

From the newly painted doors to the New Electronic 
Encyclopedia the library is definitely looking to be in 
the '90s - more modem and efficient. One of the more 
noticeable changes is the card catalog. According to Rob
ert Slaney, director of library services, after August 
1990 the library will no longer file cards in the card cata
log even though it will be kept for a couple of years as a 
backup to the CO MCA T, just in case the computers are 
down or none are available. But users should bear in 
mind that the computer catalog will contain a r~ord of 
new books acquired by the library, and that the card cata
log wilf still provide the bibliographic records for the 
40,000 volumes presently in the collection. 

Another new service available to iibrary patrons, ex
plained Slaney, is the new Electronic Encyclopedia, 
which includes such features as: a title index that lists 
every article in the encyclopedia; a word index that lists 
every discrete word contained in the encyclopedia; and a 
full text of more than 3,000 articles. 

Ever had to do a paper on a current issue and just 
couldn't find any material printed before 1900? Well nev
er fear because Periodicals Abstracts Ondisc is here to 
help. Slaney noted this handy little program contains ci
tations and abstrasts to articles in 309 current general -
interest periodicals, including all titles listed in the Read
er's Guide to Periodical Literature, plus more than 100 
titles of more scholarly or professional interest. Cover
age begins with January 1988. You can find both the El
ectronic Encyclopedia and the Periodicals Abstracts On
disc on the lower level of the library just to the right of 
the east-side stairs and on the back wall. 

Don't you hate it when you finally learn all the 
cable channels and they change them? This is just a 
small warning to all you bookworms out there who 
thought you knew the library shelving system like you 
knew the back of your spiral notebook. Shelves were 
added to the west side of the library to allow all circulat
ing books to be shelved there and on the mezzanine. 
This leaves the entire east side devoted to reference books 
and materials. 

And last but definitely. not least - the carpet. For all 
of you who didn't notice more than 2,000 square feet of 
new cobalt blue and gray carpet - it was laid down be
tween the spring and summer to replace the 20-year-old 
gold one. The carpet was so worn that all you had to do 
was pick a trail to get to yow: favorite section of the li
brary. "It was a huge job" Slaney exclaimed, "I'm glad 
we did it It was about time." 

If you want to admire the new and inproved library, 
drop by Monday through Thursday between 8 a.m. and 9 
p.m and Friday from 8 to 5. 

And remember a library is only as good as the stu
dent who uses it! 

Galveston County Vietnam veterans support group forming 
Attention Vietnam veterans. A Galveston County 

support group is forming for those needing to talk, 
wanting understanding or in need of benefits infor:na--

tion. Call Ron Miller at (409) 945-8168, James Al
len at (409) 948-8669 or Tony Pfeiffer at (409) 938-
1211 or (713) 280-3991. Ext 363. 



COM's Bob Shinn 
among the originals 

By MACK GRIMMETT JR. 
Staff Reporter 

When one would talk about College of the Main
land, one could easily mention Bob Shinn's name. Why, 
you ask? Well he is one of the few remaining original 
employees of COM. 

Shinn, director of Continuing Education and Com
munity Services, came to COM in 1967 when the col
lege first opened its doors to the public. "At that 

time," Shinn explained, "the college had only about 
400 students enrolled in classes." Today COM has a se
mester enrollment of approximately 3,500 credit stu
dents. Shinn started at the college as an economics in
structor. 

Shinn would be the first one to let you know that 
all of his accomplishments would not be possible with
out his wife Carmen. While he was getting his degree in 
economics at Sam Houston State University in Hunts
ville, Carmen worked to help support his way through 
college. Then when Shinn got his degree he supported 
Carmen while she went to school. Shinn later went back 
to Sam Houston State to receive his master's degree. 

For as long as he can remember Shinn has wanted to 
teach. He graduated from Edna High School in Edna, 
Texas and went straight into the U.S. Navy. There he 
started to learn about economics. But the Navy was not 
all military for Shinn, he also played on some champi
onship baseball teams. 

After getting his bachelor's degree from Sam Hous
ton State, Shinn went to work for the Texas Department 
of Corrections teaching inmates for a year. Then he went 

to work for Texaco and moved to San Antonio. His 
yearning to teach was too much, however, so he quit 
Texaco and taught a year at Fox Tech High School in 
San Antonio. 

Then Shinn went back to Sam Houston State Uni
versity to work on his master's degree. After he received 
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Shinn, director of Continuing Education and Community Services at COM, takes time from his 
paperwork for a picture. (Photo by Penny Barrera) 

that degree he was hired on by COM in 1967 to teach. 
In 1969 Shinn headed up the Learning Resource Center 
at COM and shortly thereafter moved to the Continuing 
Education Department. Five years later he became the di
rector of the program. 

In 1989 Shinn started a program with the local high 
schools to use the COM campus during the summer. 
"The program, Mainland Secondary Program, is just fin
ishing its second season," Shinn reports. The program is 
for schools that do not have summer sessions. It allows 
their students to come and use COM's facilities. COM 
hires high school teachers to come and teach the stu-

dents. In return for these privileges, the students usually 
want to come back to COM to take their first year or 
two at the college, Shinn said. 

Shinn also loves to help out in the community any 
way that he can. Since he loves baseball so much, he 
has helped with youth baseball as much as he can, Shinn 
explained. 

Bob and Carmen love to travel and every chance they 
get, they make trips to Mexico and Central America. 
The two take school supplies to schools, so that the 
children of those countries can have the opportunity to 
get all they can out of education. 

COM offers many interesting non-credit courses 
By PENNY BARRERA 
Photography Editor 

Continuing Education is a program concerned with 
that portion of the overall course offerings at College of 
the Mainland that are not for credit 

Robert Shinn, director of Continuing Education and 
Community Services, explains that there are academic 
transfers, courses for people who will transfer their 
courses to a senior college, and then there are the techni
cal-vocational types of courses which are terminal. They 
are not intended to be transferred. CE is for training and 
educational purposes to get people either into the job 
market or upgrade themselves. 

CE is not for the person who is interested in going 
on to a senior college, or for people interested in getting 
a degree. CE allows people to get the skills to be able to 
get a job, Shinn emphasized. 

In addition to that, CE courses can be taken for 
pleasure, recreation, interest and hobby. There is a wide 
assortment of courses that a person can enroll in. 

"A segment of Continuing Education that growing 
literally by leaps and bounds is our elderly seniors ( en
rollment) ," Shinn stated. "They are a very active group. 
We have approximately 1,500 to 1,600 seniors that take 
advantage of a wide assortment of classes and activities 
at COM." 

Another part of the many segments of CE is the 
community service courses it provides. Such courses 
provide information and opportunities for peopJe to 
know more about the communities they live in and to be 
more knowledgeable to make decisions, whether political 
or educational. 

A newly organized segment of CE is the combining 
of five public school districts that make up the commu
nity col1ege district. These schools include Texas City, 

Hitchcock, Santa Fe, LaMarque and Dickinson. 
Shinn stated, "We approached the schools because 

several of the schools were not having summer school 
programs for their high school students. Those that did, 
it (the enrollment) was not large enough so they didn't 
have a broad offering in their curriculum." 

It was expensive for the public schools to turn on 
their facilities such as their air conditioners and to open 
their library and to hire custodians. 

"Our enrollment is lowest in the summer so we 
have a lot of facilities that are not being used, yet we've 
already got our utilities ori and our library is already 
open," the director said. "We have a lot of expenses that 
will be encurred by us whether we have students or not 

"What we did is we got with the high schools and 
said we would hire their teachers to teach because we 
wanted Texas Education Agency Certified teachers," 
Shinn explained. This in turn made them feel more com
fortable with the offer. COM hired one of their adminis
trators to be the principal for the program and brought 
their students here. 

Now the pay off for the college, Shinn noted, is it 
hopes that the students will feel comfortable here, and 
that they will get to know a little more about the cam
pus and like it, so that when they graduate from high 
school, they will consider COM. 

This past summer COM hosted 717 high school 
students from area schools and enrolled them in 1,154 
courses, Shinn stated. 

College of the Mainland has several coordinators 
who work with special programs created for CE. Some 
of these are: Dr. Tony Pfeiffer, coordinator of Continu
ing Education and Community Services; Claudia Coop
er, instructor of the Divisions of Mathematics, Health 
and Natural Sciences; Mike Cady, coordinator of Busi
ness Continuing Education; and Mary Ann Urick, coor-

dinator of Recreational-programs in the division of So
cial Sciences. 

Some of the segments of CE include business and 
office occupations, allied health, recreation, and arts and 
humanities. 

Shinn pointed out, "In America today, people have 
more leisure time so they're wanting to spend that time 
doing something that's enjoyable and develop their skills 
at the same time." 

Registration for CE goes on all the time. Students 
may register in a number of ways. Mailers, which are 
sent out, can be. mailed bac~ at people's convenience. 
They may apply in person, or on off-site locations such 
as churches, community centers and local high schools. 
A new and interesting aspect of registering is phone reg
istration'. Using a Visa or Mastercard, a person can regis
ter without coming to the campus. 

Most classes begin soon after the schedules come 
out However, depending on the content of the course, 
some classes may begin every month. 

Shop wings being added 
Continued from Page 1------------

1984 enrollment has increased by one third, Dr. Pope 
said. 

The erection of the new buildings is dubbed Phase 1. 
Phase 2 consists of renovating the Student Center, ad

ding an elevator to the Learning Resource Center, cover
ing several walkways and bulkheading a section of the 
pond. This will begin as soon as the budget is approved 
in August, Dr. Pope said. 

Phase 3 will consist of renovating the present shop 
building to turn the shops into classrooms. 
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Barker beats top 16 racquetballers in/tourney 

Maria Abad, left, won first place, and Denitri 
Johnigan second place in the women's novice 
division of COM's summer Racquetball Tour-

nament July 20•21· (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Crocodile Dundee has 
nothing on these guys 

Texas Parks and Wildlife officers Eddie 
Tanuz (standing) and Joe Goff pose with 
an alligator they caught on Texas 146 on 
their way to speak to the Future Busi
ness Leaders of America, Carrer Day at 
COM July 20. They were on their way 
to speak when they noticed the reptile. 
They caught him and brought him along 
to show the audience. 

(Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

By LESLIE N. CHAMORRO 
Staff Reporter 

Mike Barker emerged from a field of 16 of the area's 
best racquetball players to win the advanced men's rac
quetball title during College of the Mainland's Summer 
Racquetball Tournament held July 20-21. 

In the men's C division, 23-year-old Kevin Barnes of 
Webster took first place. Barnes, who just a year ago be
gan playing the sport, dominated his field. 

Barker defeated Jay Mejia in the finals of the tourna
ment After a slow start, he picked up his pace and even
tually took the first place trophy. He was not available 
for comment after the match. 

Barnes earned his victory over Santa Fe's Rob 
Jones, who was in his sixth tournament. J~nes was the 
runner-up in the 1989 Spring Fest. The victory was 
Barnes' first major title in this area. 

There were only three participants in the women's 
novice division. Maria Abad, native of Texas City, de
feated Denetri Johnigan in the finals. 

Said Abad, "It wasn't easy. It doesn't matter how 
many people are in the tournament, you still have to 
work hard to win." 

Susan Merenda finished third in the tournament. The 
San Jacinto North student performed well, but a nervous 
problem proved to be her downfall. 

In the Moonlight Madness played Friday and Satur
day, Aug. 3-4, Dee Ann Haney placed first shutting out 
Hallie Moore 6-0, 6-0. 

In the men's division A, Michael Bruce was the vic
tor over Kevin Barnes winning with a 6-3, 6-3 victory. 

In men's B division, Jon Keiser of La Marque won 
his division by default due to an injury of his opponent 
Sid Young. 

Dean closes pool tables for fall use 
By PENNY BARRERA 
Photography Editor 

If you're wondering what happened to much of the 
noise in the Student Center, you might like to know 
that the pool tables will no longer be in use due to ru
mored illegal activity by non students at College of the 
Mainland. 

"There are a lot of people that use the tables that are 
not students here," said Dr. Don Bass, dean of Instruc
tion and Student Development. Non students, he empha
sized, have easy access to the unsupervised Studei:it Cen
ter through the side door leading straight from the 
parking lot. Dean Bass assured lnterCOM that he had no 
problem with people playing pool, but felt that playing 
all day was inappropriate. 

Dean Bass said he regretted the misleading signs 
posted by the campus police indicating the pool tables 
were closed for repairs. 

The dean decided to close use of the pool tables until 
they co1:1ld appropriately be supervised. He added that 
they may be out of use throughout the fall semester. 

"I made the decision and take the responsibility for 
it," Dr. Bass explained. "I regretted the action but saw no 
alternative. I wasn't looking for an excuse to close them. 
But we had some serious problems." 

The pool tables were purchased five years ago 
through student fees. A 50 cent per credit hour activity 

fee is taken out of each student's tuition and thus sup
plied the money to provide the two pool tables as well 
as other items or activities. 

Tim Cooper, right, took first place and Tay
lor Bell took second in COM 8-ball tourna
ment on June 25. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Eric Veil enjoys using the COM weight room to stay in shape this SU!Jlmer. Many youths from 
area school districts used COM facilities this summer. (Photo by Brady Mahaney) 
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Meet InterCOM staffer John Paul Faour 

John Paul Faour is ex
periencing journalism 
for the first time. Most 
of his family work for 
newspapers. Faour is a 
theater arts major and is 
planning to attend the 
University of Houston. 
This environmentalist 
enjoys hunting and 
fishing. 
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COM has a sportjust for you 
By LESLIE N. CHAMORRO 
Staff Reporter 

Ok, so the lazy days of summer are long gone and 
like sand in the hour gla s time is running out Now it's 
time we get our minds back in the books and our bodies 
off the beach. Just because our days are now filled with 
thoughts of higher education and not summer fun, that 
doesn't mean our bodies have to be laid to rest. College 
of the Mainland has a fall recreation line up that will let 
the good times roll. 

· All COM students receive a student Id Card when 
they register. With this card students are entitled and en
couraged to use the new weight room, free weights, aero
bic exercise room and gymnasium. There are also two 
racquetball courts and a indoor swimming pool. As if 
that's not enough there are six tennis courts, two whir
pools, track, sauna , table tennis and a baseball diamond. 
Kinda makes you wished you majored in fun, huh? 

If you're into bumping, setting and spiking a volley
ball in someone's face, then maybe you'll be interested 
in 3 on 3 volleyball. You don't have to be Olympic ma
terial to join the volleyball league because there are four 
levels to pick from. 

Tournaments. There will be five tournaments this 

fall including a table tennis, racquetball and 3 on 3 vol
leyball tournament. But if you enjoy walking the off and 
unbeaten path try the frisbee golf tournament. There's a 
frisbee golf course around the campus. Bring Your Own 
Frisbee! 

If that's not wacky enough for you try the pickle 
ball tournament. What's pickle ball you ask? Pickle ball 
is a net game using light-weight wooden paddles and a 
plastic perforated ball. It's an indoor sport played on a 
Badminton court, but it's more like a slowed-down ver
sion of tennis. And remember when playing in a tourna
ment, "It's not if you win or loose-just make sure you 
get a T-shirt!" 

Do you want to learn how to relax? How about 
starting an exercise program? Scuba anyone? If you have 
a special interest there's bound to be a class or work
shop for you. Everything from free introduction to yoga 
and a $2 scuba trial, to trips to the Renaissance Festival 
and canoeing the upper Guadalupe River will be offered 
this fall. 

So you see, summer fun may be over but fall has 
just begun. For more information on any fall fitness ac
tivity call the COM gym at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext.422. _ 

Men's doubles champs, from left, are Kevin Barnes (also won second place in men singles), bis 
partner Keith Gross, and Ricci Weems and Michael Bruce were first place men's singles. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Be wild in COM's Outdoor Club. 
By MARQUELLE JACKSON 
Staff Reporter 

Are you looking for something a little extra from 
the College of the Mainland? Maybe you want more 
of a collegiate atmosphere with different activities. 
One place you may find it is the Outdoor Club. 

The Outdoor Club is a club that:is for the nature
lover or for one who is meant to be in the wilcf. It 
would help to know a little about the outdoors in or
der to join the club, but if you don't have a keen 
knowledge about the outdoors then there's no better 
way to learn than by joining this club. 

What does the Outdoor Club do? The emphasis is 
,:J(1 camping, -canoeing and an awareness of outdoor 
living. Trips planned for the fall are a Labor Day 

weekend of camping on the Nueces River, and an Oc
tober canoeing trip on the Pederhales River. 

The Outdoor Club is also involved with the envi
ronment. Club members worked as volunteers during 
the recent oil spill at the Houston Ship Channel. 
Roger Stone, a member of the Outdoor Club and the 
Audubon Society, worked to get the club to help in 
the effort to capture wildlife that might be covered in 
oil. Maryann Urick, Student Activities Board spon
sor, COM coordinator of Recreational Programs and 
member of the Outdoor Club, said, "We decided to 
help because we (COM) had canoes that could be used 

to find wildife better than large ships". 

To become a member of the Outdoor Club con
tact Maryann Urick at (409) 938-1211, Ext. 418. 
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Black belt Dr. Pfeiff er looks forward to his life 
By PENNY BARRERA 
Photography Editor 

If you think life ends when you turn 40, you've nev
er met Dr. Tony Pfeiffer. At 45 years young, this con
tinuing education coordinator at College of the Mainland 
has more energy than an 18-year-old boy at a prom and 

. is involved in more organizations than Gloria Steinem. 

He has done more than any individual is expected to take 

on in life and has yet to fulfill his many hopes and 
dreams. 

Originally from New Hope, Pa., Dr. Pfeiffer makes 
his home in Friendswood. He came to COM in 1983 
from Houston. where he developed and marketed 265 
courses for the Class Factory, a for-profit adult education 
proprietor school. 

Dr. Tony Pfeiffer holding a picture of bis son, Ian, is active in committee and community ser
vices. Pfeiffer, who is coordinator of Continuing Education and Community Services, stays in 
shape by practicing Karate in which he is a black belt. (Photo by Penny Barrera) 

Stage struck? COM sets auditions 
By MARQUELLE JACKSON 
Staff Reporter 

Has anyone ever told you, "You ought to be in pic
tures?" Do you have a burning desire to see your name 
in lights? Then College of the Mainland's theater is 
where you should be. 

The COM Arena Theatre, also known as The Big
gest Lil' Theater in Tex~. will be holding auditions for 
plays and musicals of the 1990-91 season. Shows still 
to be cast are The Crucible, a student workshop called 
Blame it on the Movies, Driving Miss Daisy and Gyp
sy. 

Audition requirements for a musiqal include singing 

Meet InterCOM staffer Marquelle Jackson 

Marquelle Jackson, 18, 
a member of the sum
mer InterCOM staff, 
will attend the Univer
sity of Houston's main 
campus to study jour
nalism. "I really en
joyed being a part of 
this newspaper during 
the summer." 

any song from a Broadway production, choreography 
{dance) and a cold reading from a script provided at the 
auditions. Non-musical productions require only a cold 
reading. 

Auditions for Steel Magnolias, set for Sept. 20 -
Oct.14, and Babes in Arms, set for Nov. 8 - Dec. 16 
have already been held. 

Audition dates for the remaining shows are as fol
lows: The Crucible., Nov. 11 and 12; student workshop, 
Blame it on the Movies, Jan. 6 and 7, Driving Miss 
Daisy, March 10 and 11; and Gypsy, April 7 and 8. 
Certain types of people are needed for various roles in 
the productions. 

The Crucible is looking for 22 males, ranging from 
18 to 80 years of age, and 11 females, ranging from 8 to 
80. 

The student workshop, Blame it on the Movies, is 
a production open for anyone in the community. The 
script will be written by the actors who wish to partici
pate in the workshop. At this point the type of cast is 
undecided. 

Driving Miss Daisy calls for three actors, a Cauca
sian woman 50-70 years of age, an African American 
man 50-70 and a Caucasian man 30-50. 

Gypsy calls for great singing and comedic talent. 
Its cast will consist of 24 women and 20 men, with 
ages ranging from 8 - 70 both male and female. 

All auditions are at 1:30 p.m. Sundays and 7 p.m. 
Mondays. 

Pfeiffer previously worked in Chicago developing 
business courses in a downtown site, the Discovery Cen

ter. 
Dr. Pfeiffer received his doctorate in behaviorial 

science and master's degree in anthropology from Rut
gers University in New Brunswick, NJ. He received his 
bachelor's degree in psychology from Goddard College in 
Plainfield, Vt. 

At present, Dr. Pfeiffer is involved with various 
committee and community services such as the COM 
Wellness Committee for employees. He serves as pro
motions director and weekly columnist for COM's Com
pendium, a weekly employee-related newsletter that in
forms employees on such health topics such as diet, 
exercise, habits and even death. 

"The philosophy of Wellness is that you work all 
the time to be as healthy as you can be," Dr. Ffeiffer 
says. "It is an attempt by employees to help each other 

· be healthier." 

He is currently a member of the Substance Abuse 
Committee here at COM and serves as annual master of 
ceremonies for Dance for Heart (generally held in Febru
ary) and the American Heart Association. 

Dr. Pfeiffer belongs to professional associations 
such as the National Council of Learning Resources Net
work (he serves on the advisory and policy board) and 
also the Galveston County Press Club. 

An interesting aspect of Dr. Ffeiffer's life is his ac
tive involvement with karate. He first became involved 
in 1968 and continued off and on through1985. From 
then on he has worked steadily under the leadership of Al 
Garza, owner of the American Karate Club located in 
Dickinson and League City, from then on. Between 
1975 and 1977 he a studied Chinese Kempo, another 
form of karate, and then went on to study with Henry 

. Cho in New York. 

Dr. Pfeiffer is proud of the fact that he achieved a 
black belt in American Tae Kwon Do on May 26. Ac
cording to an interview with Dr. Pfeiffer in the Texas 
City Daily Sun, he explained, "Fabled karate students in 
Asia didn't have a variety of belt colors. As a white belt 
became dirtier, it wasn't washed because it was said to 
contain the owner's spirit, then one day you were a black 
belt! It took a long time to endow a belt with that much 
spirit, years of sweat and occasional blood. I imagine my 
black belt like that And I think about the years I have to 
go and how much I have to learn." (There are nine belts 
of color and levels in American Tae Kwon Do). 

Dr. Pfeiffer was especially elated that his 12-year-old 
son Ian was present during his test to cheer him on and 
to lend moral support. 

As for Dr. Ffeiffer's future hopes and dreams, he of
ten thinks of the possibility of someday teaching in his 
own karate school. "I really e,ijoy teaching karate," the 
educator says. 

Currently Dr. Ffeiffer teaches karate as credit courses 
at COM in the fall and spring semesters on Tuesday's 
and Thursday's from 8-9:20 a.m. He has been teaching 
karate at COM since the fall semester of 1989. 

When asked if he felt like a success for achieving a 
black belt, Pfeiffer replied, "If you look at something as 
a success that means you're finished. And if you're fin
ished that means you're not doing anything." 

"I turned 45 a week after my black belt test. Jhoon 
Rhee, the grand master of our karate system which is 
headquartered in Washington D.C., says it takes 50 years 
to make a man. The way I see it, I've got five more 
years of intensive growth. Then, of course, once you be
come a more complete ~rson, your most significant ac
complishments are ahead of you." 



Regina Hennessee, 
a woman to call on 
By BRADY MAHANEY 
Staff Reporter 

Regina Hennessee is a name College of the Main
land students should remember. She is the young woman 
who works the information desk in the Administration 
Building. Hennessee said she likes working in the "pit," 
the sunken floor area in the Administration Building. 
She enjoys meeting people and likes talking to students. 

The graduate from Dickinson High School had early 
dreams of being an English, or goverment teacher. 
"Those were my favorite subjects" Hennessee said. Later 
she enrolled at COM to take some courses in law en
forcement, "I always wanted to be a police woman," she 
aJded 

She is the second youngest in a family of five chil
dren. "My father died when I was 10 months old." After 
her father's death, Hennessee's mother never remarried. 
Hennessee said her greatest inspeiation in life has been 
"my mom's perserverance." This, she says has helped her · 
and her two children, Gerry 9 and Christa 5, and go 
through a recent divorce. 

Hennessee is happy with her current position and the 
people she works with, but is looking for advancement 
within the administration division. 

When she applied for the job she now holds, she had 
already been accepted for another job at a different insti-
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COM student worker Carla Grayson gives information to a caller. The information center is lo
cated in the pit area of the Administration building. (Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

tution. When she came for her interview at COM she 
had a calm and casual attitude. The fact that she was in
terviewed by a panel of nine administrators did startle her 
a little, but she remained calm. She won in a competi-

tion with 70 other applicants and got the job. 
Now she is there for students. If anyone ever has a 

question about things going on on campus, Regina Hen
nessee is the one to ask. 

People dying due to a shortage of donor organs _ 
By TERESA TRYGST AD 
Guest Reporter 

At the end of November 1989 if all goes according 
to plan, surgeons at the University of Chicago will re
move a piece of liver from a desperate mother and im
plant it in her dying baby. The doctors hope that the 
woman's liver will regenerate -- and that the implanted 
part will save the child. 

The risky surgery shows just how far the medical 
profession is willing to go in the face of a growing 
shortage of transplant organs for critically ill patients. 

So states the article "There Just Aren't 'Enough 
Hearts to go Around"' of the Nov. 27, 1989, issue of 
Business Week. 

People die without donors 
Thousands of dying people are waiting for organ 

transplant operations that can give them a second chance 
at life, but most of these operations will never be per
formed because there is a shortage of donor organs. 

According to the U.S. News & World Report's arti
cle, "A Wonder Drug in the Transplant Ward," in the 
Oct. 30, 1989, issue, "about 13,000 people in the Unit
ed States had transplants last year, while 17,300 with 
failing livers, kidneys, hearts and lungs languished on 
waiting lists and 30,000 to 40,000 people who could 
have benefited from a transplant didn't make the lists." 

There is a great need for organs as Julie R. French, 
director of patient and family affairs at the American 
Council on Transplantation says in Business Week. "It's 
terrible to know that the technology exists to save your 
life or the life of one of your family members, and you 
don't have access to it." 

Doctors reluctant to ask for organs 

One of the main causes of the shortage of donor or
gans is that doctors do not always ask potential donor 
families if they would consider donating the deceased's 
organs. Business Week states that "state and federal 
laws require hospitals to ask the families of brain-dead 
potential donors for permission to extract organs." 

"Doctors who labor to save lives often are uneasy 
about switching roles and asking families for organ dQ
nations, Nathan says. If hospitals called in special or-

gan-procurement agencies to do the job, 'we could double 
donations,' he predicts," according to Business Week. 

According to Lee Gutkind's book, Many Sleepless 
Nights, most physicians do not want to think about or
gan donation because it represents failure to them accord
ing to Donald Denny, former director of the Pittsburgh 
Transplant Foundation. Gutkind also says, surgeons in
sist that it would be unfair and incorrect "to heap the 
blame for the shortage of donor organs wholly upon the 
shoulders of the medical community, either because of 
their lack of responsibility or their fear of showing 
weakness or admitting failure -- especially considering 
the results of a 1985 Gallup Poll of 1,500 people, 18 or 
older, sponsored by the American Council on Transplan
tation," as reported in Many Sleepless Nights. 

Americans believe in organ donation 

The poll concluded that Americans do believe in or
gan donation. They feel it is the proper and generous 
thing to do "as long as the liver, hearts, kidneys,' and 
pancreases being donated are someone else's." When 
asked if they would approve of the transplantation of a 
loved one's organs, 71 percent said they would if the rel
ative had indicated a desire beforehand. Almost half of 
the people polled said they would be willing to donate 
their children's organs in case of accidental death. But 
out of those 1,500 people only 27 percent were likely to 
donate their own organs, concludes the Gallup Poll re-
ported in Many Sleepless Nights. ' 

The article "Medical Expert Gives 5 Reasons Blacks 
Aren't Organ Donors" in Jet's Feb. 5 issue states these 
reasons "1) a lack of knowledge 2) religious myths and 
superstition 3) fear of being declared dead prematurely 4) 
a lack of communication between the medical and black 
lay communities and 5) racism." 

Some of these reasons such as the fear of being de
clared dead prematurely and having religious myths or 
superstitions about organ donation probably are shared 

. among all races. If people were better educated in the 
field of organ transplantation the general attitude toward 
organ donation would be more positive. 

·New drug proves successful , 
According to Time magazine's article "Lifesaver" in 

the Oct. 30, 1989, issue the "organ transplants ,per
formed in the United States each year are often successful 
only because the patients take a daily dose of cyclospo
rine. The drug keeps their immune systems from attack
ing and rejecting the foreign organs. But it is not per
fect." A new drug is being tested to replace cyclosporine. 
"Dr. Thomas Starzle of the University of Pittsburgh, 

the world's largest transplant center, is expected to re
port ... that a new drug, FK-506, is proving to be more 
powerful and less toxic than cyclosporine," the article 
states. 

U.S. News & World Report says that "more tests 
are needed to de-termine whether FK-506 is a true break
through." 

Presumed-consent law needed 

The U.S. News & World Report article continues 
:•A rise~ voluntary donation is the preference of expe~ 
m the field. But one sweeping initiative that could be 
given impetus by the development of FK-506 is passage 
of a federal presumed-consent law under which everyone 
would be presumed donor except those who registered 
their refusal." This could save thousands of lives a year. 

Gutkind states, in Many Sleepless Nights, "Actual
ly, for those rare situations in which family members 
cannot be located or consulted, there are 10 states includ
ing Ohio, Texas and FloFida, where a limited 'presumed 
consent' system permits medical examiners and coroners 
to donate tissues or organs of the deceased." 

Public awareness imperative 

To end the shortage of donor organs, the public 
must become better educated in the field of transplant 
surgery. People must familiarize themselves with the 
medical breakthroughs that occur almost daily. When 
people realize what a great future there is in transplant 
surgery, they can fully dedicate themselves to donating 
their organs and educating other people to do the same. 

To become a voluntary organ donor, all one has to 
do is go to the local Department of Public Safety, (there 
is one right across the street from College of the Main
land), pick up a Living Bank Donor Form, fill it out and 
mail it in. Some day you may be able to help another 
person live by giving the gift of life. 

---
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Fine Arts 

Arena Theatre 
produces Grease 
By JESSE R. JOST 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland's Arena Theatre, also 
known as The Biggest Li1 Theatre In Texas is presented 
the rock musical Grease, directed by Reggie Shwander, 
in which the style of the '50s threads into the tradition of 
American high school culture. Grease is a love story 
and a comic depiction of the roles that young adults 
sometimes find themselves in. 

Leader of the black-leather-jacket-wearing Burger 
Palace Boys, Danny Zucco (David Pyle), and the pure 
Sandy Dumbrowski (Allison Keith) attempt to rekindle a 
summer romance after they find (to their surprise) that 
they are attending the same high school. 

Things aren't easy for the two, however, since they 
are pressured by the expectations of their peers. The sau
cy Pink Ladies test sweet Sandy's womanhood and her 
abilty to hang with their like, while Danny's burger
cronies begin to question his cool-headedness and ability 
to score. 

Pyle was likable as Danny with his tasteful perfor
mance and silly sneers. He was convincingly sincere at 
times and could ham it up appropriately without over
doing it. Pyle also showed that Danny was not such a 
bad guy. 

Robert Columenars played fellow burger-boy Ke
nickie. Columenars was an energetic performer and a 
good dancer. He also had a hillarious arsenal of funny 
faces with his incredulous gapes and raised eyebrows. 

Halle Eavelyn played Betty Rizzo, the tough-talking 
chainsmoking leader of the Pink Ladies. She was. terrify
ing in her role, but the obnoxious boisterousness gave 
way to emotion, a lot of which she put into her entire 
perfonnance. 

Beauty-school want-to-be Frenchy was given an airy 

~lliCso
O
nM~eith and David P!le star as the romantic couple Sandy Duyibrowski and Danny Zucco 

m s summer production of the nostalgic musical Grease. 

and a~propriate performance by Stacy Evans. During the _ (P~oto cou~tesy of COM's Theater Dept.) 
song Beauty School Dropout," Gary Gilcrease as Teen g~uc. Tapley IS a working actor who is presently on tour 
~gel s~g 

1

to beat the band. Melody Hagerman brought with Mame, starring Juliet Prouise. The Grease orches-
R1del Highs cheerleader Patty Simcox to life with a tra played ':"ell ~d was conducted by Joey Bernsen. 
bouyant performance. . ~echmcal director Tom King did a wonderful job 

COM student John Paul Faour played the egotistical bmldm~ the ~t for Grease. His showcase construction 
D.J. from station W AXX who hosts Ridel's dance. w~s an_ ~:redible wooden cadillac, Kenickie's "Greased 

Though only on stage for a while, the talented Faour Ltghtnm · . , . 
m?re than ~ply exuded obnoxiousness with a toothy . If you didn t see CO~s prod~cuon of Grease, you 
grm and twmkles in his eyes that did not imply sinceri- missed a g~ show. ~or m~ormauon on upcoming thea-
ty. ter producuons and bcket mformation call (409) 938-

Michael Tapley's choreography was clever and ener- 1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 345. 

-Art gallery brings culture to campus 
1;f?;:!f !~fgs¥' 

~;:tJfi:lt: F~~ ::;/Y By PENNY BARRERA 
Photography Editor 

College of the Mainland may not be the largest 
~ommun~ty college, however it offers just as many en
Joyable, mtellectual and interesting opportunities as a 
major college. 

One of the intellectual aspects of COM is its art gal
lery. It is located in the Fine Arts Building and is under 
the supervision of Dr. Richard Lizza, the art gallery di
rect.or. 
_ As a miniature version of a larger gallery, it has pre
sented many sculptures, picture images, clay and water 
color works by talented photographers, potters and sculp
tors. COM's own Mona Marshall, James Templer and 
!udy Boh have each displayed works of pictures, paint
mgs and pottery. 

Besides COM's contributors, other works from other 
artists such as sculptor Nick De Vries have been shown. 
He is a full-time professor at the University of Houston
Clear Lake. 

. De Vries' artworks were on display in the art gallery 
dunng January and February this year. He will take his 
17-piece exhibit to Bratislava, Czechoslavakia later this 
year. 

Every month, new works are on display. All COM 
students and personnel as well as visitors from the sur
r~~nding communities are welcomed and encouraged to 
~IS~t the Art ?allery. It proves to be a rewarding and up
lifUng expenence as well as highly relaxing. 

The art gallery is opened upon request by simply 
phoning the Fine Arts Department in advance. The 

phone number is (713) 280-3991 or (409) 938-1211, 
Ext. 348. 

This summer COM sponsored the paintings of 
Doug Blake from his Out of the Blue series from June 8 
through Aug. 17. 

According to a COM Public Information Office 
news release, Blake is a Houston-based abstractionist 
who opened his solo exhibit at COM Friday, June 8 at 7 
p.m. 

The abstractionist received his master's degree in fine 
arts from the University of Oklahoma Norman, Okla. He 
likens his painting to improvisational jazz. "The goal is 
to arrive at something fresh and new that also contains a 
successful and articulate internal logic," Blake explained. 
"Much as in jazz, a self-imposed theoretical framework 
serves as a mechanism to drive the painting along 
through tension and resolution." 

Blake has exhibited at the Hall Gallery at The Col
lege of William and Mary in Williamsburg, Va.; the La
guana Gloria Art Museum in Austin, where he was part 
of the 1986 New American Talent series; and at the Cen
ter for Art and Performance in Houston. His paintings 
have been featured in the Rutgers National Works on Pa
per, 1985-86, and as part of the 1989 artist-as-curator 
series at the Transco Gallery, Houston. 

There will be two art gallery showings between now 
and Christmas, according to Dr. Lizza. No date has been 
set for either show. Of the two, sculptor John Maul, 
will present a gallery talk of his works open to students, 
faculty and surrounding community members. 

Following Maui's exhibit there will be a Contempo
rary Print Making Show. It will include etchings, silk 
screening and other reproductions of a print 

the C9llege of the M&land Foun~ti9n held 
a fund-nuset{)llJuly 10 ~jhe COM Arerui:theatre 
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COM stage setting: What Tom King is all about 
By JOHN PAUL FAOUR 
Staff Reporter -

Did you ever wonder who built that realistic apart
ment set for the production of Broadway Bound? Or 
who lugged all the oil-free sand from the beaches of 
Galveston for the production of Coastal Disturbances? 
And who built that 1957 Ford Fairlane custom converti
ble for the smash, runaway hit of the season Grease ? 

Tom King. Yes, he's the guy responsible for the 
wonderful sets you get to experience while viewing a 
production at COM. King has been the COM set design-

er for the last three years. He has a master's degree in 
fine arts from the University of Houston (central cam
pus) where he learned to build sets. 

King was born and raised in the small east Texas 
town of Jacksonville. He became interested in theater 
when he was a junior at UH and changed his major at 
that time. He did some acting at UH, but soon realized 
his passion was for set designing. 

Before working at COM, King worked a few years 
for an oil company building displays. Then he worked 

Tom King, COM's set designer, poses in front of his artistic replica of a 1957 Ford Fairlane be 
built for COM's summer production of Grease. (Photo by Penny Barrera) 

2 Live Crew fighting 
critics through rap 

By RODNEY CONLEY 
Staff Reporter 

First there was Bruce Springsteen's Born in the 
U.S.A., then came Cheech and Chong's Born in East 
L.A., now there's 2 Live Crew's Banned in the U.SA. 

Freedom of speech is the focus the Miami, Fla., rap 
group 2 Live Crew stresses on in their new single 
"Banned in the U.S.A." The song comes as a response to 
the recent court order to ban the sale of their double
platinum album As Nasty As They Wanna Be. 

"Banned in the U.S.A." is the first single from the 
Crew's new album by the same name. The single deals 
mainly with the issues of politics and racism. It is 
chock-full of quotes from such patriotic standbys as the 
"Star-Spangled Banner," the Gettysburg Address and the 
First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. 

The song basically tells of how we, as Americans, 
have the right to say, listen to or watch whatever we 
want to. In this case, it is the issue of the suggestive 
lyrics in all of 2 Live Crew's albums. The group's last 
album, As Nasty As They Wanna Be, was filled with 
some of the most sexually explicit language ever to be 
recorded - on both the censored and uncensored forms. 
Nasty contains songs like "Me So Horny" and "The 
Funlc Shop," which raised the eyebrows and ruffled, the 
feathers of many parent groups and government officials. 

Many of the songs on the new album take shots at 
the group's critics, which include senators, congressmen 
and even a few fellow rappers. Interestingly enough, 
"Banned in the U.S.A." is the only cut on the album 
that does not contain suggestive lyrics or bad language. 

No matter what these high ranking officials thinlc, it 
is still up to the general public as to whether to open 
their ears to the album or not. 

---Welcome back to school1----

for the Chocolate Bayou Theatre for a year, followed by 
a year at the Strand Street Theatre. 

Before King tackles a project, he goes through 
heavy research. He first reads the script to find out what 
the mood and style of the play are. Then he reads the 
play again and takes notes for the placement of the 
props. He studies sets by looking at pictures in maga
zines of things resembling the time period of the plays. 
King stated that because the time period of the spring 
production of The Crucible is the 1600s, he will spend 
a lot of time in the library. 

A couple of years ago COM put on Coastal Distur
bances. The play called for 3 1/2 tons of sand. That was 
exactly two dump trucks full. 

"It was not very authentic," King said. "It was Gulf 
Coast sand not East Coast sand. The play supposedly 
takes place in Massachusetts. Gulf sand is brown and a 
lot softer than the white grainy sand from the East 
Coast. ' 

"I became a sand expert," King said. "We had to wa
ter the sand almost every day to keep it damp, otherwise 
it would become dry and very dusty in the theater. 

"It took seven hours to get the sand into the theater, 
I had to use a wheelbarrow because a front-end loader 
would not fit into the theater through the theater door,"
King said. 

One of King's most exciting accomplishments is 
the 1957 Ford Fairlane he built for this summer's musi
cal Grease . King is proud of the car that he put more 
than 7Q hours into. He used a model car to pull his ideas 
together. The car, constructed of wood, was easily rolled 
on and off stage by the actors. To make the car as realis
tic as possible, King used real hubcaps, vinyl seats, 
working headlights and a Ford Fairlane insignia on the 
hood. 

King is married but has no children. His favorite 
pastime is painting, and he also enjoys going back 
home to the country every once in awhile to relax and do 
a little fresh water fishing. 
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Westin dedicated 
to quality theater 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Starr Reporter 

After seeing several of the performances here at Col
lege of the Mainland, one question comes to mind: How 
does such quality entertainment come from such an argu
ably small theater? The answer to that question is: due to 
the excellent guidance and leadership of Executive Direc
tor Jack Westin. 

Westin and his top-notch theater team are the power
house behind COMs highly successful Arena Theatre. 
He is dedicated to working hard to create quality perfor
mances and by assembling a team with the likes of such 
professionals as Kelly Babb, Tom King, Andrea Miller, 
Reggie Schwander and Toppy Swaim, that is not such a 
hard achievement 

Westin feels that the upcoming 1990-91 thP.ater sea
son will be a good one. "A good season is like a meal," 
says Westin. "The key is a mixture. A little of each ele
ment goes into it." Westin has no specific method of 
picking the plays performed at COM. Plays by new 
playwrights, popular plays and the classics are all wel
come, he says. He will start off the season by directing 
Robert Harling's comedy of Southern womanhood, Steel 
Magnolias. 

Jack Westin's job as executive director or the COM Arena Theatre keeps him a busy man. 
(Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

"In our academic theater, we are developing new tal
ent We have many actors and actresses who are promis
ing," says Westin, who also is dedicated to the growth of 
this theater. "We are within the incorporation of expand
ing our talent base. In all age groups, quality and quanti
ty is developing, which opens possibilities for theater 
programming." 

The academic theater program Westin speaks of has 
just been started at COM. It offers scholarships that pay 
for books, tuition and many other supplies and necessi
ties. The goal of this program is to attract the best tal
ented actors and students and train them on a long term 
basis so they can gain hands-on experience, Westin ex -
plains. 

111e student workshop set for March is geared to pro
vidir.g hands-on experience. "The workshop gives us the 
opportunity to get new talent on stage," Westin says. 
Auditions for the March workshop, Blame it on the Mo
vies, are already set for Sunday, Jan. 6 at 1:30 and Mon
day Jan. 7 at 7 p.m. 

Westin's educational background includes a bache
lor's degree from Macalester College in St. Paul, Minn., 
and a master's degree in fine arts from the University of 
Minnesota in Minneapolis. While in college, he started 
his own theater and acted in the plays. He then moved on 
to becoming staff director at the Omaha Playhouse in 
Nebraska and afterwards shifted to the Alley Theatre in 

Houston. There, he went from assistant stage manager to 
stage manager and finally staff director. Soon after, in 

Amanda's:conntry·cookin' at8o~n-home pri~e · 

1975, he began to teach acting part-time at COM and in 
1977, he became a full-time instructor as well as the 
Arena Theatre's executive director. 

As far as his credentials go, Westin is definitely no 
amateur. He has written scripts for television (most not
ably, a weekly nationally syndicated show called Ameri
can Horse and Horseman hosted by Dale Robertson) and 
a couple of movies. He has directed training films and an 
increasing nilltlber of plays. His stage work ranges from 
comedy to drama, but his most accomplished perfor
mances have been roles that call upon the range of emo
tions only a serious actor can call up. 

One thing is for sure with a man like Jack Westin in 
charge of things. COM's Arena Theatre will continue to 
reach new heights. 

GSL for new students 
a thing of the past 
By JOHN PAUL FAOUR 
Starr Reporter 

College of the Mainland's Guaranteed Student Loan 
program is history. The program goes out of existence 
this fall. The government is imposing sanctions for 
those schools that have more than 20 percent defaul~ on 
student loans. Unfortunately, COM falls under that cate
gory, and therefore has to withdraw from the program. 

That's what happens when students don't pay back 
their loans." A few borrowers·can jeopardize it for every
one," said Dan Doyle, director of Financial Aid and 
Placement. "You can't control default rates." 

Those students who already have loans will not be 
affected. 

The government crackdown came because default in 
student loans is predicted to hit $2 billion this year. It is 
a luxury the go".ernment can no longer afford. That 
doesn't mean that there aren't other programs for the 
needy student. Other alternatives include Pell grants, the 
Texas Public Education grants, state/student incentive 
grants and Supplemental Educational opportunity grants. 
"We gave out $686,000 in Pell grants for 1989 
andl990," Doyle said. 

For information on qualifying for the alternatives, 
contact Doyle at the Financial Aid Office in the Admin
istration Building, or call (713) 280-3991 or (409) 938-
1211, Ext. 274 or Ext. 246. · 
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Crews balances mayoral duties, COM counseling 
By MARQUELLE JACKSON 
Staff Reporter 

Though the College of the Mainland is a small com
munity college, it is full of influential people. Being a 
community college doesn't have to mean not having an 
influential and capable faculty and staff. 

There is one COM faculty member in particular who 
is very influential. This special person is wonder-woman 
Barbara Crews. Not only is she an admissions counselor, 
handling women and foreign student programs, but she's 

a wife, a second mother to two children and the mayor 
of Galveston. 

This in-condition, non-red-meat-eating and all
together-with-it woman was born and raised in Galves
ton. After earning a bachelor of arts in sociology at Ari
zona State University, Tempe, Ariz., and a master's de
gree at California State University at San Jose, she 
returned to Galveston in 1978. 

She became interested in neighborhood decisions. "I 
was so active in the group until I was appointed to the 
planning committee (of her neighborhood)!" Crews ex-

Mayor Barbara Crews of Galveston and admissions counselor at COM gives her professional ad
vise to a student. (Photo by Penny Barrera) 

COM's bookstore fills student needs 
By MACK GRIMMETT JR. 
Staff Reporter 

Have you ever noticed that a bookstore at a college 
is a lot different from a bookstore in a mall? There are 
many reasons for this. 

The College of the Mainland Bookstore, managed by 
Lois Slawson, has many items that are a necessity for 
the everyday college student. Besides textbooks you will 
find pens, pencils, notebooks, notebook paper, rulers, 
etc. 

When you go into the bookstore, you might wonder 
how the textbooks are arranged. According to Slawson, 
_the books are arranged in order by the different divisions 
of the classes. For instance, in Section 1 you will find 
the books pertaining to humanities, which would include 
English, journalism, literature and creative writing. Sec
tion 2 pertains to social sciences such as history, sociol
ogy and psychology. In Section 3 you will find math 
and sci<'mces. 

Don't be afraid to ask for help in the bookstore. The 
personnel will be more than happy to help you find what 
you need, Slawson urges. 

The bookstore has everything from backpacks to the 
latest best seller out on the market. 

They also have many different types of sportswear 
with the college's logos on them. Wear these and you 
can support your school with pride. You can also buy 
greeting cards and stuffed animals. 

The bookstore also carries all the equipment you 
need to use in your classes such as high lighters, drafting 
utensils and computer disks for graphic arts and other 
classes. Slawson agrees that textbooks are expensive, 
but says the store is not there to make a profit. 'If you 
take a class and find that you do not need the book that 
you have already ~ught, the store will buy it back at 
full price within the first two weeks of the semester. The 
books, however, must not have been written in. At the 
end of the semester the store will buy back the books at 
half price, but the books should be in reasonably good 
condition. 

Slawson's staff consists of Olga Smifh and Mary El
len Grove and part time workers as well. All the em
ployees are very helpful and truly are there to help you 
and make you feel right at home. 

Meet summer Inte,-COM staffers Rodney Conley and Leslie N. Ch~morro 

Rodney Conley,19. is a 
member of the summer 
lnterCOM staff and is 
returning in the fall. 
The strip in this sum
mer's InterCOM is an 
example of this aspir
ing cartoonist's work. 

Leslie N. Chamorro 
was a member of the 
summer InterCOM 
staff and will 'return in 
the fall. She is looking 
forward to attending 
Texas Tech in the 
spring to study journal
ism. 

claimed. Was that the match that sparked a flame in 
Crew's political career? Yes, it was. In 1985 she became 
a member of the Galveston City Council. Then she be
came even more interested in city affairs. She served as 
mayor pro tern, and when Mayor Jan Coggeshall re
signed, Crews was voted into office. 

Some may wonder why Crews hasn't quit her day 
job at COM now that she is mayor. To that she an
swers, "Because I don't get paid to be the Mayor of 
Galveston." It seems unreal that someone would take 
such a high position in city affairs and not get paid one 
red cent She says that Galveston is her home and she 
just wants to sec that it is run correctly. 

Mayor Crews appointed Doug Matthews as city 
manager and admits that he really runs the city. She says 
with a smile, "I work with the City Council and make 
official decisions, but he gets most of the dirty work." 

Crews is feeling a lot of pressure at the moment be
cause of the oil spills that have affected the Galveston 
area. "We are presently working on a lawsuit against the 
state for not handling the spills correctly," Crews says. 
She is also concerned with the seafood industry since so 
much oil was detrimental to the animal wildlife in the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

She toured the oil spill area with Admiral John Co
stello of the Coast Guard and made a proposal for a re
sponse center that would take immediate action against 
such disasters. 

It's not easy being a mayor and a counselor. Crews 
has to juggle her time between both worlds which can 
sometimes be hectic. She recently had to talce off from 
work at COM in order to go to Niigata, Japan, Galves
ton's sister city. She made the trip with Mayor Pro Tern 
Louis Pauls of Galveston. "We donated an aquarium to 
lheir city and they invited us to the opening ceremo
nies." Niigata donated a generator to Galveston City Hall 
during Hurricane Alicia in 1983. The two have been sis
ter cities for 25 years. 

If appearances tell the truth, Crews looks as if she is 
taking everything in stride. 

Grab quick sandwich 
in Tech-Voe snack bar 

COM student Vickie Fisher puts her dol
lar into a vending machine in the Tech
Voe snack bar. The machines offer sand
wiches, popcorn, lunchables and various 
juices. See related story Page 3. 

(Photo by Brady Mahaney) 
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Reviews/News 
3rd pet contest held 
for COM employees 
By JESSE R. JOST 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland is holding its third annual 
pet contest for faculty members only. Exhibits have 
been posted in the library's foyer for the past couple of 
weeks. Walter Kessler, media specialist in graphics, 
sponsored the pet contest, but was a little dissappointed 
in the low number of entries. "Everyone's on vacation. I 
just don't know," he said. 

According to Kessler, the winner's picture will be 
placed up the day after judging. Along with the picture 
will be an explanation of who the faculty member is. 
The judging will take place next week.Other faculty 
members' names will be posted underneath the other pet 
photos, but not before so as to make the judging com
pletely fair. 

Kessler stressed that judging is based on the compo
sition of the photo and not so much the content. "Every
one's been mad because a dog hasn't won," chuckled 
Kessler. 

There are a total of 12 color and black and whites 
photos. One black and white picture is that of a lazy kit
ten resting its head on a stone outside in the garden. One 
of the color photos is that of a sullen looking boy hug-

Impressed with what she sees, Alecia Harrison, a COM student, admires photos of the pet exhi
bition in the library foyer. {Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

ging a large white dog, the boy's head resting on the bur
ly dog's back. 

The exhibit will be up until the Aug. 31, and the 
winner's photo will be matted and framed. 

The Simpsons merchandise popping up all over 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Staff Reporter 

They aren't the Flintstones. They aren't the Jetsons. 
They're certainly nowhere near the Cosbys. But one 
thing seems to be readily apparent, the Simpsons have 
become America's first family of entertainment. 

The overwhelming popularity of the Fox network's 
highest-rated series has created a merchandizing craze and 
made an incredibly rich man of its creator, syndicated car
toonist Matt Groening. 

In 1987, Groening created the Simpsons to serve as 
little, 30-second slots on The Tracey Ullman Show. The 
wild and outlandish antics of the quarrelsome family of 
Homer, Marge, Maggie, Lisa and Bart propelled the fam
ily into their own half - hour Sunday night time slot last 
January. 

The Simpsons became the first major prime-time 

animated series since The Flintstones nearly three dec
ades ago. Though The Flintstones was a much tamer 
show by today's standards, in reality it was simply a car
toon version of The Honeymooners starring Jackie Glea
son and Art Carney. The Simpsons has reached cult stat
us by conquering the age barriers. From elementary 
schools and college campuses to bars and workplaces, 
the exploits of the yellow-skinned, bug-eyed nincom
poops have become the hot topic of discussion. 

Everywhere you go these days it isn't hard to find 
examples of the vast variety of merchandizing of the 
Simpsons. Just about every type of clothing has been 
touched by the likenesses of the feuding family. Every
thing from T-shirts and caps to jeans and even boxer 
shorts are available. There are even T-shirts featuring 
black and Jamaican Simpsons. An endless supply of 
posters, buttons and keychains featuring the father and 
son team of unshaven, balding Homer and spikey-haired 
Bart have cropped up. 

The Simpsons are popping up on new products al
most daily. Some of these-products range from whistles, 
watches, kites, yo-yos, poseable action figures and plush 
dolls. The Bart doll even talks. It features his catch 
phrases "Aye carumba," "Au contraire, mon fr'ere" and 
"Don't have a cow, man." 

The Simpsons are not the only characters Groening 
has. He has four books based on the characters from his 
Life in Hell series and one book featuring his twin crea
tion Akbar and Jeff. Although these other characters ex
ist, by far Groening's Simpsons are the most popular. 

Still to come for the Simpsons are comic strips, 
novels, more theatrical shorts, a Nintendo video game 
slated for Christmas and even a full-length Simpsons 
movie slated for 1992. 

Although, the Simpsons are a part of pop culture 
history now, hopefully all the hysteria will not run them 
into the ground. 

GhOst: mote than Jq.St a sUJ)ernatui:al .love sfqry 
By MARQUELLE JACKSON best fp.etl{l,~~d t11at hi$girlfri~*s. ~oote)Jife is in 
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into two nours and is skillfully put together tQ make is pitifuland sad. She never seems to regain her 
a delightful show. strength \() go on with her life. 

The • stars, Patrick Swayze. Demi Moore and Goldf»rg was by far the brightest spot in the mo• 
Wboopi Gqldberg, skillfully bring the characters to vie. ThiSis the best role I have seen hetin since The 
life fot the audience. Swayze porttll:ys a New Yotk CalorPur;pl~ 'Sne (lid a ~es oUJops sµch as Junrp-
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involve4 in the. story testifies to the e~ellent acting 
and d~cting. The audience's appreciation of the 

, skillful directing was evident by their ooh's ~d ah's. 
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In te rC OM staff leaders for the fall are from 
left, Teresa Trygstad, managing editor, Brady 
Mahaney, photography editor, and Penny Bar
rera assistant editor. 

(Photo by Leslie N. Chamarro) 
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New staff leaders picked for fall 
By JESSE R. JOST 
Managing Editor 

The fall InterCOM staff includes a hot lineup of 
veterans who are going to do their best to infonn and en
tertain College of the Mainland, as well as bring up all 
new staffers. 

The new managing editor is to be Teresa Trygstad, 
vice president of the Student Activities Board and Inter
COM staffer during the 1989-90 fall and spring semes
ters. Trygstad was assistant editor in the spring semester. 
"Now I have the opportunity to implement some hope
fully good and interesting albeit minor changes to the 
paper," Trygstad said. 

Assistant editor-to-be and present photography editor 
is Penny Barrera. Barrera has been with the InterCOM 
since the 1989 fall semester. Says Barrera, 'Tm really 
looking forward to it!" 

New lnterCOM staffer (summer session II) and pho
tojournalist Brady Mahaney will be taking over as pho
tography editor this fall. He has had photographs placed 

in the Texas City Sun. Mahaney was also head photog-

rapher for the La Marque High School 1989-90 journal
ism and yearbook staffs. "I will be doing some of my 
own processing to try and bring more interesting pic
tures to the pages of the InterCOM, " Mahaney said. 

Debbie Rodriguez, former staffer from the 1990 
spring semester, will return this fall. Rodriguez present
ly works for the GalvestQn Daily News as a compositer 
(paste-up). 

Also joining the fall InterCOM staff is summer Il 
sessioner Rodney Conley, a talented cartoonist whose 
artwork will help to liven the paper. Leslie Chamarro is 

a 1990 summer Il sessioner who also will be joining In
terCOM in the fall as a staff reporter. Chamarro worked 
on the yearbook staff for two years in LaMarque High 
School and was yearbook editor her final year. 

If you are interested in joining the lnterCOM staff, 
please sign up for Journalism 131 and the required lab, 
Journalism 111. For information about the class, call 
journalism adviser Astrid H. Lowery at (409) 948-1211 
or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 214. 

Computer lab aids student learning 
COM sees illegal affairs 
Continued from Page 1-----------

Tlierefore there has been a "step up "in security in areas 
such as the gym and the Student Center. Presently COM 
has six police officers, one full-time security guard, and 
two part-time security guards. These officers work one of 
three two-man shifts. 

By RODNEY CONLEY 
Staff Reporter 

To the faculty it is known as the Multidisciplinary 
Computer Laboratory. To the students it is known sim
ply as the computer room. What it is, is the MCL. 

Located in Room T-320 of the Technical Vocational 
Building, the MCL was established to provide all Col
lege of the Mainland students the chance to use micro
computers to further enhance the learning process. 

According to a flier from the MCL, -during the fall 
and spring semesters the MCL hours are Mondays 
through Thursdays 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Fridays 8 a.m. 
to noon. During the summer sessions, the hours are 
Mondays through Thursdays 7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. with 
Fridays staying the same, 8 a.m. to noon. Unfortunate
ly, due to circumstances such as holidays or unexpected 
emergencies, these hours are subject to change. 

Sarah Garrett, head of the MCL, says,"The lab can 
be reserved by instructors. The instructors bring students 
in as a class to learn on the computers." 

Many of the instructors at COM require students' as
signments to be typed. This is why each computer in the 
MCL is hooked up to a laser printer to give students' pa
pers the quality appearance that instructors expect. Stu
dents also have access to such professional computers as 
I.B.M., Apple IIE and Macintosh in the MCL. Also for 
those unfamiliar with any of these, the MCL offers a 
free, short, self-paced word processing tutorial. "We 
give instant feedback here in the lab," says Garrett. The 
discs used to save student work on are available in the 
college bookstore. 

"The MCL is getting more and more programs every 
day," Garrett says, "At last count, we had 400 different 
programs." The MCL contains a wide variety of comput
er programs such as astronomy, art, biology, music, 
stress management, medicine, nursing and English us
age. These programs feature subjects as diverse as plane
tary motion, evolution, elements of music, basic life 
support and sentence skills. 

Of course, these programs are bought by the MCL, 
but occasionally they are bought by instructors. A few 
of the programs come with textbooks for better under
standing. In addition, the MCL has the equipment neces
sary for easy learning through the picturesque technology 
of laser videodiscs. Laser videodiscs are a type of "opti
cal" technology that store soi;nd, data, pictures and text 
in great quantity. A single videodisc contains many so
phisticated combinations of graphics, pictures, audio 
tracks, and both still and motion sequences. The MCL's 
equipment (a videodisc player, monitor and computer) 
can be used there or in the classroom to view the video
discs. 

A flier from the MCL states that research results 
show that student performance is increased and learning 
time is reduced when the process of teaching and learning 
uses the help of computers. The flier also states that 
three catagories make up the teaching programs: drill 
practice, tutorials and programs (MacWrite, Microsoft 
Word, etc.). Each student gets continuous and immediate 
feedback from the computer as to how he or she is 
progressing. 

The MCL has a number of trained personnel eager 
and willing to aid any student with the slightest prob
lem. Garrett says she is amazed that people don't know 
the MCL is here. Some of Garrett's assistants include 
F~sas Cockrell, Zurii Cohen, Eves ta Montgomery, De
nise Boyd and Mona ~upsa. 

While no eating or drinking is allowed in the MCL, 
it doesn't have the formality of a regular classroom. Peo
ple can come and go as they need. "If anything, we're in
formal here in the MCL," Garrett emphasizes. However, 
a current COM student ID is required. 

Because non students seem to be the cause of these 
problems, security officers will be tolerating less loiter
ing on the campus . "If they're not here to use the facili
ties, then they will be dismissed," Miller said. 

Although no arrests have been made, local law en
forcement officers are-now patrolling the campus, Chief 
Miller indicated. 

Local policestatistics show that these types of 
crimes do increase in the summer months, usually be
ginning in late May or early June, and slack off in late 
August or early September. 

In case of an emergency on campus dial 599. To 

contact campus police for any other reason dial 403 on 
campus, or if calling from off campus dial (713) 280-
3991, (409) 938-1211 and then the extension. 

Summer InterCOM staff pauses for photo in Learning Assistance Center in the LRC. From 
left, clockwise, Marquelle Jackson, Penny Barrera (photography editor), Brady Mahaney, 
Leslie Chamarro, John Paul Faour, Jesse R. Jost (managing editor), Astrid H. Lowery (In
terCOM adviser), Rodney Conley and Mack Grimmett Jr. (Photo by Brady Mahaney) 
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What's Happening 

Student Activity, Calendar 
By JESSE JOST 

College of the Mainland Student Activities 

DATES EVENTS 

TUe~y. j\ug. 28.u ... , ... ,_..:r..•:g• ~-• :~,.~~~;r•· .. ~~~•O•• .... ,.. ..... ~·~· • It • .... ,,.·:: .. ~-~• ;:;;~~it:Jegisttation 

T,b~sday, Aug. 30 ..... ~ ..... :~;: •••.•. :.::~.:.:: ....... ~: ............ ;: .. :::~'";:. L~t; ~it registration 

Friday~ Aug. 31.. ..................................................... : ........... Continuing Educati<>n registration. 

Monday, SepL 3 ............................................................. , .... Labor Day* college closed 

Tuesday, Sept. 4 ................................................ ~ ................. Classes commence 

Tuesday, Sept. 11 ................... , •••. , ............................... , ....... )VetcomeBacklCickoff, 12;3.9• live band 
The•$~uel. President Stanley to sp<:ak 
. ~ ·- - V · . 

Tuesday~ Sept. 11. ............................................................... "B" Volleyball League signup, 7 p.m •• 
$50perteam 

Thursday, Sept. 13 ............................................................... First meeting for people interested in 
joining Swdent Activities Board at two 
different times: 12:30 and 7: 15 p.m. in 
Room PllO 

. Tuesday, Sept. 18 .................................. :~ ................... , ........... 82nd Airborne DiviSion Jllusical sho...v1 
12:30 to 2 p;m., t.131. Auditorium 

Friday~ Sept. 21. .................................................................. SAB welcoming, pizza party, trainirlg 
session at 12:30 Pl 10. All are welcome. 

Sunday, Sept. 23 .................................................................. Student/Employee picnic at Jack Brooks 
Park. l p.m. 

.Sunday and Monday, Oct. 9 & 10.~~·· ................................. '.: .... Blood Drive from 9 a.m. tO 3 p,m. in the 
.. .... SPJdent Center • free 'r ~shiits and mugs 

··•·· fo donors , •.•. 

InterCOM wants YOU on staff 
Do you enjoy writing? Love to talce pictures? Are 

fascinated with newspapers? Then InterCOM is for you. 
College of the Mainland's award-winning student 

newspaper is looking for additional talent in reporting, 
photography and page layout. It's not necessary that you 
have experience. The staff will teach you. The rest you 
learn in the courses. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of the 

staff, enroll in Journalism 131.01 (three transferable 
credits) and the accompanying lab course, which is re
quired, Journalism 111.01 (one transferable credit). If 
you have some experience with journalism, you may en
roll in Journalism 132.01 with the instructor's approval. 

For more information contact InterCOM adviser 
Astrid H. Lowery at (713) 280-3991 or (409) 938-1211, 
Ext. 214. 

TASP testing happens twice this fall 
Continued from Page 1---------
They must take either a developmental mathemat

ics or communications course. If the student pass
es the reading and writing sections but fails the 
math segment, he only has to talce a developmen
tal math course. H a student fails T ASP but has al-

ready passed English, he must take a TASP readi
ness course, otherwise known as Communications 
132. 

TASP must be taken at the latest by these
mester in which you accumulate 15 hours of ttans
ferable credits. Dr. William T. Spillar, chairman 
of Division of Arts and Humanities says, "If it 

were me, I would take it (TASP) as soon after a 
semester in which I took some course which 
mightrelate, to the T ASP!' 

COM will give TASP twice this fall semes
ter. The first TASP test date is Sept. 22. Registra
tion is Aug. 24, and late registration is Aug. 27 
through Sept 12. The second TASP test date is 
Nov. 17. Registration deadline is Oct. 19, and late 
registration is Oct. 22 through Nov. 7. T ASP 
costs $24, plus an additional fee of $20 for regis
tering late. The TASP registration bulletin is 
available in COM's Admissions Office. You c:;an 

also call the Counseling Center at (409) 948-1211 
or (713) 534-7781. Ext. 324. 

SAB's movie mania 
By LESLIE N. CHAMORRO 
Starr Reporter 

It was a dark and stonny night. .. suddenly a shot rang 
out and then a blood-chilling scream ... AND THEN ... 
the lights came up. You leave the theather intellectually 
satisfied but financially shattered. 

On the way home from your date or "night out" 
with the guys or gals, between the reviews of the movie 
you think to yourself, "There's gotta be a way to watch ~ 
movie without having to talce a second loan oµt on my 
1974 Pontaic Ventura." Then like a beacon in the night 
you see the marquee in front of College of the Mainland 
and it says "Free Movie." Your prayers have been an
swered and your wallet will no longer be flat as a pan
cake due to the lack of cash. 

For your viewing pleasure th~ COM Swdent Activi
ties :f;\oard will present four free movies this fall each 
shown twice in the Leaming Resourcs Center Auditori
um (L-131). And the movies are ..... 

Pretty Woman: Familiar elements abound. A por
tion of Pygmalion, a touch of "Cinderella" and a hooker 
with a heart of gold. Yet this romantic comedy is fresh, 
topical, lighthearted and thoroughly entertaining. Richard 
Gere plays a calculating corporate raider who falls in 
love with a young hooker (Julia Roberts). Both discover 
that they have much in common and of course their lives 
change for the better. Pretty Woman, rated R, will be 
shown Friday, Sept. 14 at 7 p.m. and Saturday, Sept. 
,15, 7 p.m . 

Betsy's Wedding: The exasperation and expense a 
family must endure when a daughter gets married is the 
subject of this uninspired, lackluster comedy written and 
directed by Alan Alda. Alda also stars as the bride's fa
ther. They say "it's not the gift but the thought that 
counts." Well I hope this gifted artist (Alda) kept his re
ceipt for this one. Molly Ringwald, Madeline Kahn, 
Joey Bishop and Alley Sheedy probab!y -:!!::! all L'iey 

could to breathe life into these flat, lifeless characters 
who should have been left at the altar. 

However, the movie was not all bad. Newcomer An
thony Paglia gave an excellent performance as the awk
ward Mafia prince. So if you're not doing anything on 
the 5th and 6th of October (that's a Friday and Saturday) 
come on and watch Betsy's Wedding . You're sure to get 
your money's worth! 

Die Hard II : Terrorists seize control of Dulles Air
port in Washington, D.C. on Christmas Eve as mave
rick detective John McClane (Bruce Willis) just happens 
to be waiting for his wife's plane to arrive. So it's 
~cC!ane to the inevitable rescue with lots of flashy spe
cial effects, hair-raising stunts and riveting suspense. 
The explosive events strain crediblity. But the action un
folds in high-style as Willis' character settles matters 
with a James Bond type, minus the sophistication. Die 
Hard II is no "Silent Night" but it's a definite must-see. 
Die Hard II will play Nov. 2, and 3 at 7 p.m. 

Dick Tracy: It's out of the comic pages to the big 
screen for this ultra lavish, funny and inventive comedy
drama about the square-jawed crime buster. If you en
joyed Batman you're going to enjoy Dick Tracy. This 
summer's block-buster is like watching the Sunday com
ics on a big screen. 

Al Pacino as the notorious crime boss "Big Boy Ca
price" has the most interesting role and almost steals the 
show. Madonna! Madonna! Madonna! Just when you 
thought it was safe to go to a Stop and Go and not see 
her face plastered on every magazine cover or flip 
through the channels without seeing her image, she pops 
up in another movie! But unlike her other movie at
tempts (Who's That Girl, Shanghi Suprise and Desper
ately Seeking Susan) Madonna is right on target as the 
vampish night club singer. You can view Dick Tracy 
Friday, Nov. 30 and Saturday, Dec.I, at 7 p.m. 
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COM enrollinent 
up to record high 
By FRANKIE RODRIQUEZ 
Staff Reporter 

A record number of students has enrolled at College 
of the Mainland for the fall semester, and school officials 
arc ecstatic about the benefits which should result. 

"This (1 3 percent) increase is the largest I've seen 
since I've been here," Deryl Clark, research assistant, Of
fice of Institutional Studies, said. Unofficially, 4, 027 
students are on the COM campus for credit courses. The 
official total will not be available until all adds/drops are 
processed in early November. 

"This landmark ·enrollment comes at a gryat time be
cause this is a funding year from the state of Texas," Dr. 
Robert A. Johnston, director of admissions, emphasized 
as he reviewed the figures . COM stands to receive "be
tween 300,000 and half a million dollars in additional 
funding from the state." In the last funding year (1987), 
COM enrollment totaled 3,320 students. 

chool officials have several explanations for the in
crease: affordable tuition, a relaxed environment and ag
gressive marketing. 

"Our marketing program consists of three parts," 
Mary Danaczko, director of Communications Services, 

See More Page 7 

_ R~d .ribbon equ~ls 
. alcohbl aWareness . 

By DA~ .~UNNER 
Staff Reporter 

To drink or not to drink? That is the question 
in October. 

During Drug Awareness Week Oct. 21 
through Oct. 28, Texas will recognize Federal 
Agent Enrique Camerena whom drug traffickers 
murdered in 1985. The week will be observed with 
the Red Ribbon Campaign. 

The red ribbon signifies more than alcohol 
though, It stands for marijuana, cocaine. crack, 
acid, ecstacy and any other drug. 

John Van Haalen, assistant principal of Dick
inson High School and Lucia Gurley. chairwoman 
of the DHS Red Ribbon Campaign, initiated this 
campaign at COM by writing a letter to Dr. Don 
Bass, dean of Instruction and Student Develop
ment, requesting the participation ofCOM. · ,. 

On Sept. 13 the Student Activities Board of 
College of the Mainland unanimously voted for 
the Red Ribbon campaign to be a part of college 
activities during the week of Oct. 21 through gs. 

SAB and the Organization of African Ameri~ 
can Culture willprovide pamphlets infonnin~;stu
dents about ~nig-abuse. s.AB will pW:CMSe t¢d rib- ' 
pons fo. pass oµt. Or, y0.q can go to a craft ghop 

... .. S.i~Riid j,;;;s./ ·• 
~~~~~~~ , .. , .... .···•-•,. ·• ·~:-:-·-::-:;;i;.-~· -;·-.;; ·, 

COM celebrated Octobt,fest during College Hour outside of the Learning Resources Center on Oct. 4. Rain 
didn't stop the large crowd from coming out for hot dogs and root beer. Here participants chow down in the 
Partner Pie Eating Contest. First place winners were Randall Halbert and John Paul Faour. . 

(Photo by Office of Public Information) 

Increased crime keeps police busy 
By FRANKIE RODRIQUEZ 
Staff Reporter 

The crime rate on the College of 
the Mainland campus has increased be
tween 30 and 40 percent this summer, 
said Police Chief Howard Miller. And 
with the continued growth of the 
school, Chief Miller said the most 
common problem will continue to be 
theft of property. 

Since the first of the year, the 
Campus Police Department has been 
called on more than 120 cases, and the 
overwhelming majority of those cases 

fall into the theft category . 
"Most crimes occur simply by op

portunity," Chief Miller said. "If there's 
a notebook lying here or a purse lying 
there it's an easy opportunity" for 
someone to steal it. 

To try to limit the opportunities 
which lead to such thefts, the chief has 
named Officer Jeanette Swindell as 
crime prevention officer for the depart
ment. As a result of this program im
plementation, several suggestions have 
been made in different buildings to keep 

See Police Page 8 
Chief Howacd Miller 

Phase II: COM continues renovations 
By BRADY MAHANEY 
Photography Editor 

Phase I of the renovations to the Colleg~ of the 
Mainland campus are now doming to an end. The new 
shop buildings are expected to be completely operational 
by the spring semester. COM Board of Trustees mem
bers are looking forward to Phase II of the renovations to 
the campus. 

Phase II will consist of nine individual projects, all 
of which will overlap one another on dates of com
mencement and completion . 

The Student Center will receive a new look as the 
lowered area in front of the stage, will be raised and actu-

ally turned into a new stage. The existing stage and open 
area to the right (looking out over the lake) will be en
closed to become a meeting room. The partitioned room 
between the stairs and the hot meal line will become a 
recreational room. The pool tables will be placed there. 
Along the walls in the eating area, booths will be 
placed for student dining comfort. The open area to the 
left of the stage (again looking out over the lake ) will 
be enclosed and added to the available dining area. A ser
ies of banners will be hung in the Student Center to aid 
with noise reduction. 

A glass elevator will be added to the southwest side 

See Phase II Page 8 
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Editorials/News 

Students and employees have fun playing a Hula Hoop relay at COM's fall picnic in Sept. 23 at Jack Brooks Park 
sponsored by the Student Activities Board. ( Photo_courtesy of Maryann Urick) 

Games a big hit at SAB picnic 
By TERESA TRYGSTAD 
Managing Editor 

On the first official weekend of fall, the weather 
was beautiful, the sun was shining and there were no 
flies or mosquitoes because a breeze was blowing so hard 
that everything including food and bingo cards had to be 
tied down. 

Don't you think the Student Activities Board 
picked a great Sunday, Sept. 23, to have its Biannual 
Student/Employee Picnic? What! You missed it? 

The festivities included games such as bingo, vol
leyball, softball, croquet, horseshoes and some hilarious 
goofy games. 

lnterCOM 
Managing Editor Teresa Trygstad 

Assistant Editor Penny Barrera 

Photography Editor Brady Mahaney 

STAFF REPORTERS 
Karen Ilurris 
Leslie N. Chamorro 
Rodney Conley 
Dale Dimitri 
Suzanne K. Hargrove 
Paul N. Henry 
Denise King 

The goofy games included relays such as the egg 
toss and a frisbee/volleyball game. In this game each 
person has a partner. One person holds a frisbee between 
his knees and both hold a ball between their chests as 
they move toward the goal line 25 feet away. Al the 
goal they switch the frisbee to the partner's knees, tum 
around and hold the ball between their backs and move 
toward the starting line. If the ball is dropped they have 
to pick up and start where they left off. 

Three awards were given. First place went to Wil
ly and Marlene Salewski, Gary and Rita Brychta, and Ja
nis and Mike Maddron, husbands and wives team. They 
chose COM T-shirts as their prize. 

Second place winners were two sets of siblings 
and a mother/daughter. Winners, Bobbi and Amy Bas
sett, April and Erica Bodin, Amberly and Betty Day 

. chose six free games of bowling at the Lone Star Bowl
ing Lanes. 

Third place winners, Daniel Sousa, Gabriel Perez, 
Glenda Rebstock, Beau and Brent Leacroy, and Jeffery 
Maddron received a coupon for a free medium pizza from 
Pizza Hut. 

The SAB served free hot dogs and sodas all day to 
approximately 250 people. 

COM student Monty Harris, member of PTK 
Alumni, served in his usual role as chef preparing the 
hot dogs on the pit. Other members of PTK who helped 
with serving included Mary Bragg and Leslie King. 

SAB President Brett Rachel said, "I was pleased 
with the number of people attending." 

•as! ~mun 'liallol; 
ifft;Itft:~ .~r.i~~ H~i~a> 
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By KAREN BURRIS 
Staff Reporter 

Of College of the Mainland's many clubs and organ
izations, which category captures your fancy? 

COM's clubs are designed with the emphasis on six 
major themes; their purpose is to promote unity and aca
demic association. These clubs focus on the outdoors, 
ethnicity, music, education, sports and religion. 

In the Outdoor Club you have the choice of joining 
those seeking closer communion with nature. The Inter
cultural Student Organization, The Organization of Afri
can American Culture and COM Amigos focus on inter
actment with ethnic groups of all kinds. 

Musical enjoyment from jazz to fine tuning those 
vocal cords can be found in the Studio Singers and Jazz 
Ensemble clubs. The COM Arts Association enables 

. students to express their inner being through visual 
means. The COM Bicycle and COM Soccer clubs are 
new clubs gaining popularity in the sports field. 

Another new club on campus, Club Christian, pro
motes Christian unity. The Mainland Community Thea
tre Club encourages drama students to become actively 
involved in the theater. 

The Student Activities Board plans events for the 
entire student body. This organization gets the student 
involved through fun events and extra-curricular activi
ties. 



Honor in .Persian GUif debatable 

Dale 
Dimitri 

Although war is never good, there are some reasona
ble or necessary factors that would cause a country to go 
lo war. What would justify going to war? 

1. Defense against an unprovoked attack. Makes 
sense. 

2. Protecting basic human rights of those unable to 
protect themselves. A dang noble cause. 

3. "Defending democracy" - the ol' standby. 
No more valiant reasons to die come to mind at the 

moment, but if one comes my way I'll let you know. 
As most know, the reason for any war is money or 

more specifically, conflicts in marketing. The difference 
between the possible Middle East war and past wars is 
that this time the economic reasons are so obvious. But 
the Bush administration realizes that a pure economic 
war won't sell. Therefore, it has to be sold as the neces
sary and valiant thing to do. 

On the surface it all fits pretty well. We're helping a 
lillle guy defend against aggression by an evil dictator 
who used poison gas on his own Kurdish subjects. The 
next Hitler - scary! We're defending a country's right to 
rule itself. Hey, that's almost as good as "defending de
mocracy." But if one looks under the surface the validity 
of impressions put forth by some of the press, then this 
whole Iraq situation is an entirely different thing. 

Saddam Hussein is the bad guy and aggressor. In Iraq 
it is legal for a man to shoot his wife if she cheats on 
him. But what about Kuwait, the country taken over? Or 
our good buddies in Saudi Arabia, where our troops are 
stationed at the moment? What types of governments do 
these nations have? What is their human rights record? 

According to the 1989 U.S. State Department's hu
man rights report, Saudi Arabia, a monarchy, is a coun
try where "all forms of political expression are forbid
den," and where arbitrary arrest,torture and executions are 
common happenings. Saudi Arabia is a wealthy oil
bloated country ,like Kuwait, with a high degree of pov
erty-stricken and uneducated people. 

Poor little Kuwait, also a monarchy, routinely sub
jects its prisoners to "beatings while blindfolded, electric 
shock, alternate dousing with hot and cold water, threats 
of death or deportation and threats against relatives," ac
cording Lo Amnesty International. 

In Saudi Arabia and most Arab nations, women are 
treated as little more than property. Men can have multi-

pie wives. Women can't vote - but then again no one can 
vote. Of course people dismiss these human rights viola
tions as different cultural values, you know, like U.S. 
slavery was a different cultural value. 

Now that we've had -a brief look at our allies, let's 
see if we can pinpoint our reasons for intervention. We 
can't very well protect human rights in places like Ku
wait where basic human rights don't exist for the average 
citizen. George Bush and the gang sure couldn't "make 
the world safe for democracy" in a part of the world 
where democracy doesn't exist. 

Supporters of our Middle East presence would point 
out that despite the Kuwaiti government's past actions 
we could still stop an evil aggressor and save innocents. 
Besides protection of "our oil," Bush's strongest argu
ment for intervention has to be "defending a nation's 
right to rule itself." 

If war broke out, however, it seems the innocent 
. death count could only rise. And does a monarchy with 
such limited voting rights rule itself anyway? 

Saddam Hussein may indeed be as despicaple as Hit
ler, but the State Department and press didn't feel the 
need to resurrect Hitler in Hussein's body until recently. 
Iraq has been a benificiary of U.S. foreign aid until re
cently. According to the Lawyer's Committee on Human 
Rights, our State Department has underplayed Hussein's 
past human rights record, particularly, the Kurdish inci
dent. 

I haven't forgotten the hostages. The American hos
tages are Bush's wild card if he decides to use force. One 
should remember these hostages chose to work in areas 
that have been war-tom since biblical times because the 
pay is substantially better there than in the States. 
Should we go to war for people who knew their risk and 
took it? Furthermore, what would be an appropriate sac
rifice? One hostage for 50 service men? Ten for 50,000 
or more? Your fathers, sons, husbands and friends didn't 
choose to live lavishly in the desert, but lhey will be the 
ones to die there. 

Bush insults the American people by pretending this 
is about something besides the oil market and money. 
There are plenty of domestic problems in need of the 
millions that have already been sqaundered in the Middle 
East. 

My point is not to justify Hussein, but to clear 
away this good vs. evil mess going around. It's about 
time our leaders set an example and demonstrate that vio
lence isn't an answer to a problem.Bring the boys home. 
It isn't honorable to die for a rich feudal oil baron as if 
you were a serf. It isn't honorable to die for Texaco or 
Exxon. 

Is a barrel of blood really worth a barrel of oil? 
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View Maul exhibit Permutations with open mind 
By PAUL N. HENRY 

Staff Reporter 

Artist John Maul opened the first exhibition of the 
fall at the College of the Mainland Art Gallery Sept. 27. 

The one-man show Permutations runs through Oct. 26. 
The 11 works in the exhibition, eight drawings and 

three sculptures, are colorful and eye-catching. Their 
form is their primary focus and not any message. "They 
are what they are," Maul, a master of fine arts from Sy
racuse University, Syracuse, N.Y., states. "Artwork . 
needs no justification other than just what it is." 

Maul, a visiting lecturer at Southern Oregon State 
College, Ashland, Ore., prefaced the opening with a lec
ture describing the evolution of his artistic style. He pre
sented a slide show which contained many of his draw
ings and sculptures, and also ":'ent step by step through 
the construction of some of his major pieces. 

The centerpiece of the exhibition is the sculpture 
"Tectonic Environment II." The base of the work is an 
eight by eight series of blueprints, each almost a foot 
square. They are arranged in what the artist describes as a 
"multiplication table," in which each row in each direc
tion contains a common theme. These themes are all 
embodied in the sculpture which rises out of it. This is 
what Maul describes as "two dimensions growing into 
three," which, as the title Permutations hints, is the 
theme of the collertion. 

I.received this assignment at the last minute because 
the art student who was originally going to cover the 
opening wasn't able to be there. My background is in 
science and engineering, so I wasn't real thrilled about 
Lhe prospect of covering an art opening. When I walked 
into the gallery, my worst fears were realized. Seeing 
these strange figures I thought, "what the hell is this , 
and how am I supposed to write about it?" 

So it was not without some trepidation that I en-

. 
Lcrcd the auditorium for Maui's lecture. I didn't follow 

him very well at first, but as he went on I began to un
derstand where he was coming from. He creates sh;ipes 
which are in and of themselves pleasing. 

After he spoke I was able to go over the exhibition 
piece by piece with him. He then explained how the 
drawings were each an exploration in form, and how 
they then grew into the sculptures. At that point, having 
a feyl for the works, I found to my surprise that I really 
like them. 

In fact I like them so much that I strongly recom
mend going to see them. When you visit the gallery, 
which is open from 8 to 5 Monday through Friday, be 
sure to go in with an open mind. Plan to spend a little 
Lime there, and notice how the themes of the drawings 
are reproduced in the sculptures. Don't be afraid of not 
understanding them because if you think they look neat, 
then, hey, you understand! 
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McConnell wins COM summer pet photo contest 
By DENISE KING 
Staff Reporter 

Who won the pet contest was the question summer 
left open. The answer: Robert "Mac" McConnell won 

the College of the Mainland third annual Employee Pet 
Contest with his picture of boy and dog. McConnell de
scribed his winning entry as, "Essence of dog, of boy 
and dog, bordering on saccharine but legitimate." 

McConnell, an adjunct instructor, entered the con-

Mac McConnell poses on the lawn near the Fine Arts Building with his son, 8-year-old Stakely, and dog Dinah. 
McConnell won the Third Annual Employee Pet Photo Contest with a photo of his son, then 4, and the same dog. 

(Photo by Penny Barrera) 

Darkman definitely action-packed 
By DEBBIE RODRIGUEZ . . s ff R massive explosion of flammable gas. 

ta eporter Believed to be dead by everyone, Peyton is found by 

When the previews came out for the movie Darkman, a medical group that performs surgery on him to sever his 
the first thing that came to mindwas "I gotta see this flick." nerves so that he can feel no pain from his badly burned 

What I saw in a few quick body. One drawback to this operation is that his mind takes 
seconds promised to be a his emotions and amplifies them, giving him an uncontrol-
fully action-packed lable rage and super strength. 
thriller. I'm a sucker for Peyton begins to have strange and funny flashbacks 
action. As it turns out and escapes from the hospital. Dressed partially in a black 
Darkman was no disap- hat and trenchcoat and wrapped up like a mummy, he goes 
pointment. out on a hunt for revenge. 

The movie stars Liam Using his knowledge and the technology of his human 
Neeson and ·Larry Drake. flesh machine, he is able to make himself up to be whom-
Neeson plays a biochem- ever he wants to be and takes the bad guys out one by one. 

ist nameq Peyton who is working on an experiment to The excellent special effects make the Darkman one 
reproduce human skin through high technology. horrifiying hero. 

Peyton later becomes the Darkman when Robert Durant Darkman, which is full of action, suspense and excite-
(Drake ), a sort ofMafia hitman, and hisgang go to Peyton's ment, was the second top-grossing film for the end of 
lab in search of a document, which could be very incrimi- summer releases drawing in $19.2 million in two weeks, 
nating to Durant's boss. according to box office charts. The movie also has a twist 

Durant's violent means of retrieving things causes of humor and is somewhat sad. 
Peyton to be electrocuted, to have his face shoved into a Darkman was definitely worth seeing and I would go 
chemical that eats his flesh away and to be left to die in a see it again. 

Rotaract focuses on community service 
By SUZANNE K HARGROVE 

Staff Reporter 

·Last semester, a new club was formed at College of 
the Mainland. Rotaract is not a social club, but rather 
a club in which concerned citizens can meet to discuss 
community activities to help those who are less fortu
nate. 

Rotoract is a branch of the nation-wide organization, 
Rotary. Rotary began primarily as a men's Christian or
ganization. Now it is a men's and women's organization, 
which focuses on community service. Their motto is, 
"Others before self." 

Rotoract is open to men and women of all ages. 
Some new officers will be elected this semester due to 
the fact that many members of last year's group trans
ferred to different colleges and universities. Annette San
ford will still be serving as president, and this reporter 
will still be serving as recording secretary. 

., It has not been decided as of yet when the first meet
ing will be held. 

For further information, contact Dr. Don Bass, dean 
()f Instruction and Student Development and the-club's 
.;ponsor, at (409) 938 -1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 

229. 

test with every intention of winning. "I felt very confi
dent it (the photo) was going to win," he said of his 
winning entry. Although the picture is four years old 
and was taken by an amateur photographer the boy/dog 
combination of Stakely (McConnell's son ) and Dinah 
beat all other entries. Stakely was 4 years old and Dinah, 
an Australian shepherd/terrior mix, was 6 years old. 

The prize for winning the contest was professional 
matting and framing of the photo. Though he was de
lighted to win, McConnell believes the contest would 
still have been fun even if he hadn't won. He plans to 
enter the contest again next year. 

McConnell teaches English at COM and other pro
grams in area high schools. Though McConnell has a 
busy schedule, he still has time for his family and shoot
ing pictures. Perhaps more photos will be forthcoming 
next year. In addition to Stakely, now 8, and dog Dinah, 
now 10, McConnell has a daughter, 3, and Daisy, a 5-
month-old Australian Shepherd. 

This summer saw 11 people enter this contest. All 
of these entrients were faculty or staff at COM. Each 
summer II session for the past three years has hosted a 
contest financially backed by Walter W. Kessler. Kess
ler, COM media, thought of starting this contest three 
years ago for a "fun item" to break the tedium of the 
summer session. 

Look forward to having another contest next year 
scheduled for August. Only snapshots, no professional 
photos, are allowed and you can find out more about it 
in July. 

Kessler invites students to begin a contest of their 
own and will allow them to use the same board outside 
the library he used. 
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Steel Magnolias launches '90-91 theater season 
By SUZANNE K. HARGROVE 

Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's "Biggest Li'I Theatre in 
Texas" opened its 1990-1991 season with the comedy 
Steel Magnolias .. Recently seen in many local movie 
theaters, and now playing at many area schools as well 
as in community theaters, this play was another hit for 
COM. 

The story opens in the quiet little town of Chinqua
pin, La., and takes place, mainstage, in a local beauty 
salon. 

The main plot revolves loosely around Shelby, por
trayed convincingly by Jennifer Hamilton. Shelby is in 
town for her wedding, and the whole town is invited. As 
the women of the town prepare for their show at the 
wedding, the action begins to take place. 

Shelby's father, who is never seen, but heard, busily 
shoots birds out of their nesting grounds to provide for a 
"clean" outdoor wedding. This upsets Ouiser ( Bunny 
Johnson ) greatly. Ouiser is the neighborhood misfit. 
She depends heavily on her over-sized dog, Rhett, for at~ 
tention. The noise of the gun, Ouiser claims, has made 
the dog lose his hair. This provides for a funny first 
scene. 

Kathy Woods pulls off another very fine perfor
mance playing Truvy. Truvy owns the salon, which her 
husband so lovingly added on to the back of the house so 
that she could pay the bills. She is the backbone of the 
town, the one most together in all situations. 

Annelle, (Mary McKenzie) the character so easy to 
care for, has just moved to town. In looking for a place 
to earn her living, she has landed in with the nosiest 
bunch of people at Truvy's beauty salon. They are quick 
to point out to one another that they know nothing 
about her and are very suspicious about her past. We find 
out soon that she is married, or at least she thinks so. 
She's not really sure. This is a good indication of exactly 
what kind of character we are dealing with. McKenzie 
portrays Annelle remarkably well. 

Clairee (Phyllis Dorflinger) is the wealthy town 
widow, who between all of her football games and chari
ty events, has little time for gossip. She also is a strong 
figure in the town, and a big piece of the town's history 

Featured in COM's production of Steel Magnolias are, from left, Jennifer Hamilton (Shelby), Bunny Johnson 
(Ouiser), Mary McKenzie (Annelle), and Phyllis Dorninger (Clairee). 

comes from her family. Many of the town buildings and 
memorials are named after family members. 

The person who very patiently brings so much of 
the town to life is M'Lynn (Faye Woodworth), Shelby's 
mother. She quietly becomes the hero of the story. 

During the course of the play, we learn that Shelby 
has diabetes and is told by her doctor that she should not 
have children. It is quickly brought to our attention that 
the only reason she is marrying her fiance is because he 
is the only man "stupid" enough to marry her despite 
this fact. 

Steel Magnolias is written by Robert Harling, and 
was directed by Jack Westin. The play is a very sweet 

(Photo courtesy of COM Theater Department) 

Southern comedy, and unlike the movie, consists of all 
female characters. Props and costumes are t1sed to relay 
season and time changes. Costume design was done by 
Andrea Miller, and Bill Aupperlee designed the set. Tom 
King built the set, and the whole thing was brought to
gether by stage manager James Raby. 

Steel Magnolias closed Oct. 14. COM continues 
its season with Babes in Arms. The show opens Nov. 8, 
and will run through Dec. 16., on Thursdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sunday afternoons at 2:30 
p.m. For reservations, contact Toppy Swaim, box office 
manager, at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991 at Ext. 
345. 

COM Arena Theater renovations to begin Feb. 1-s 
By RODNEY CONLEY 

Staff Reporter 

It's out with the old and in with the new as College 
of the Mainland's Arena Theatre gets a fresh, new look 
as a part of a total campus-wide "renovation". The blue 
seats and black walls have been a familiar characteristic 
of COM's "Biggest Li'! Theatre in Texas,' but all of that 
is about to change with the new renovations planned to 
begin Feb.18. 

The "face lift" will take place immediately after the 
production of the Pulitzer-Prize winning play The Cruci-

ble . The theater seats and carpet are all to be profession
ally reupholstered and changed from the familiar light 
blue color to an exciting and vibrant maroon tone. Inter
estingly enough, out of all 250 seats in the theater, only 
two are the shade of navy blue originally chosen for the 
theater seats and they were reupholstered. The rest have 
been worn down throughout the years to the lighter 
shade they are today. 

The theater walls, in more recent times, have sim
ply been painted black. The only problem is that they 
have been painted over in certain spots so much that 
now the walls have shiny spots on them from different 
types of paint. The new and improved theater will boast 
freshly painted walls with the same overall shine. The 
entrance to the stage area will be recarpeted in maroon as 
well and will receive a snazzy new coat of blue paint. 
The theater's executive director, Jack Westin estimates 

that the procedure will be finished on May 16. The first 
show to be performed with the new look will be Driving 
Miss Daisy also directed by Westin." It was no one per
son's decision to make the change," Westin ex
plained,"it's simply obvious that it has to be done." 

These changes are not going to be limited to just 
the theater. Several behind-the-scenes and backstage 
plans will affect other members of the theater as well. In 
the lobby, the space where the glass windows now stand 
is to become a more expanded lobby seating area . The 
box office will be made much larger and will be moved 
permanently to the area across from the restrooms. This 
is the area where the showcase, which shows what play 
is currently being performed, is now located. 

Backstage, there has been found an enormous 
amount of space on the second floor above the offices, 
costume room and Tom King's workshop. This second
floor space will be cemented for the addition of a larger 
amount of space for costume, furniture and prop storage 

The costume loft needs to be expanded because 
throughout the years the theater has acquired more and 
more costumes. According to costume designer Andrea 
Miller,"We're getting costumes all the time and the stor
age room will be a welcomed neccesity because there has 
been a theft problem and we'd like to do something to 
enhance security.'1 

The storage area will be locked so that only people 
with their own keys or combinations can get in. Actors 

y also be able to change in this room as well because 

the space is sorely needed. "A show which featured one 
of the bigger casts was the production of 42nd Street 
with 37 people," Miller said. "It was difficult for that 
many people to change in just the two places available." 

On the other side of the new costume storage loft 
there will be a room for furniture and prop storage for 

some props such as sofas, tables, chairs and so on. 
Work on these projects should begin sometime in De
eember. 
The Arena Theatre's renovations should make for an ex
tremely impressive theater of which COM can be even 

more proud. 
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Student Activities Chairwoman Millissa Lewis presents awards to COM 8-ball tournament winners, left, first place 
Claude Criderand second place RobertBorrego. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

9 'shooters' turn out for 8- ball tourney 
By FRANKIE RODRIQUEZ 
Starr Reporter 

Against the smallest field of entries in recent years, 
a College of the Mainland student won the fall 8-Ball 
Tournament sponsored by the Physical Education and 
Recreation Office. 

Only nine "shooters" entered the tournament. "We 

had 17 entries last fall and 32 this past spring," said 
Maryann Urick, coordinator for Recreational Programs. 

• "I have to believe that.the pool tables being closed 
except during tournaments has to have some bearing on 
it (low turnout)," she added. 

Tennis 
By FRANKIE RODRIQUEZ 
Staff Reporter 

A hot morning, cooled off by an afternoon rain 
made it a late night for the players in the College of the 
Mainland Fall Tennis Tournament. 

It was well worth the wait, however, for Michael 
Bruce of Texas City. He took first place in the Men's 
"A" Singles by defeating George Blue of Galveston. 
Karter Bollman of Dickinson, a COM student, won the 
consolation trophy in the tournament which was open to 
non-students as well. Twenty-nine players participated. 

"We had a little thunderstorm hit us at the time we 
were supposed to start," Maryann Urick, tournament co
ordinator and Coordinator of Recreational Programs, 
said. "One of the players and I roll-dried the courts for 
more than hour after the rain stopped before we could be· 
gin play." 

The Men's "B" Singles champion is Brook Hoover. 
He defeated Charles Hardage who finished second. Matt 
Albright took home the consolation trophy. All three 

men are from Texas City. 

Claude Crider from Bayou Vista won first place by 
beating Robert Borrego in the championship match. 
Crider won 2-0 under the best-of-three format. 

Borrego, a COM student from Texas City, took the 
second place trophy. One non-student and three females 
participated. Crider and Borrego are now eligible to com
pete as representatives of COM at the Gulf Coast Inter
collegiate Sports Day in November. 

The next billiards tournament will be Oct. 30. It 
will be an 8-Ball Doubles event at 3 p.m. in the Student 
Center. It's open to all COM students free of charge. 
Non-students pay a $3 entry fee per person to be eligi
ble. 

GCIC Sports Day 
just around corner 
By FRANKIE RODRIQUEZ 
Staff Reporter 

The 1990 Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference 
Sports Day is just around the corner and College of the 
Mainland is in need of student athletes to represent COM 
at this year's competition. · 

Eleven colleges will send teams and individuals to 
Brazosport College in Lake Jackson, the host campus, 
for the all-day event scheduled for Nov. 7, according to 
Maryann Urick, Coordinator of Recreational Programs. 
The events include coed softball, coed volleyball, rac
quetball, tennis, table tennis and billiards. 

COM already has the qualifiers for the coed volley
ball and billiards competition. However, the selection of 
student athletes in all other categories remains open to 
currently-enrolled students. 

"We're having a little tournament on Oct. 16 for 
teams interested in trying to play at Sports Day," Urick 
said. The tournament will be played at the COM field. 
Only one- team will be allowed to advance to the Sports 

Day competition. 

One male and one female may compete in racquet
ball, two males and two females in tennis, and two 
players (regardless of sex) in table tennis. 

COM participants at Sports Day will compete 
against representatives from Alvin Community College, 
Galveston College, San Jacinto College's three campus
es, North Harris Community College's two campuses, 
Houston Community College, Lee College in Baytown 
and Brazosport College. 

Anyone interested in details about the 1990 Sports 
Day should contact Maryann Urick at (713) 280-3991 or 
(409) 938-1211, Ext. 418. Details of the tournament 
rules and competition schedule can be obtained from her · 
office 

• swingers 

The tournament also included competition for men's 
doubles teams. Bruce teamed up with Bill Fillip of Tex
as City to defeat the team of Peter Lee of Clear Lake and 
Fred Seiter of Fr1endswood. D. 0. Marsh and Luis Blan
co, both of Dickinson, won the consolation bracket. 

COM fall tennis tournament winners for Men'&" A" singles are form left, second place, George Blue of Galveston; 
first place, Michael Bruce of Texas City; consolation, Karter Bollman of Dickinson. The tournament was held 
Sept. 8. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 
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Soccer starts slowly, but seaso is promising 
By FRANKIE RODRIQUEZ 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland "Power Ducks" have 
lost the first two games of the 1990 season. But Ducks' 
Head Coach David Perez nonetheless believes his team is 
"showing a lot of potential." 

The Power Ducks have lost to The University of 
Houston (University Park) and The University of St. 
Thomas by identical 5-2 scores. The Ducks were sched
ule to play in their third match of the season as the Inter
COM was going to press, therefore, the results were not 
available. 

"Our team has only a little bit of experienced, but a 
lot of hearts," Coach Perez said. "We've been together 

More students 
good for COM 
Continued from Page 1·----------

outlined. "We have our own individual effort which in
cludes impressive recruitment letters and brochures, a 
joint effort with other community colleges to advertise 
the schools on television, billboards, and radio, and a 
'counselor calling' campaign to have COM counselors 
telephone high school seniors individually to offer advice 
and counselling," Danaczko said. 

She added it is good for the school to experience in
creased enrollment because it shows COM is meeting its 
.commitment to provide a quality higher education with 
affordable tuition. 

"It's good for the students," Dr. Johnston_affirmed,_ 
"because more students means more contact (credit) 
hours which means more money from the state which · 
means more teachers and more course options for stu
dents. Competition is pretty keen for college students," 
he said. 

Since 1985 COM's enrollment has increased by ap
proximately 33 percent. Three thousand eighty-four stu

' dents were on the campus five years ago. 
And the largest one-year increase in that time was 

6.3 percent from 1987 to 1988. 
The admissions office has seen an increased work

load, but not anything the department cannot handle, Dr. 
Johnston said. The increased workload has been magni
fied because a couple of employees suffered from extend
ed illnesses in the first month of this semester. 

Dr. Johnston did cite one problem caused by the 
number of students. It's "placing stress on our facilities," 
he said. A biology lecture class is being conducted in a 
lab room because of lack of a classroom. 

"The new buildings are going to come right on 
time," Dr. Johnston said of the Auto/Diesel and Welding 

buildings expected to be completed next week. 
Dr. Johnston added the students have not experienced 

any delays or other problems due to the increased enroll
ment. 

"Early registration has kept problems at a mini
mum," Dr. Johnston said. "They (students) are taking 
care of their (academic) future prior to open registration 
days." 

Vietnam revisited 
Vietnam: A Lingering Agony , a powerful docu

mentary world premier video featuring a local retrospec
tive on the war, will be shown al' no cost to the College 
of the Mainland community Tuesday, Nov. 20., 7 to 9 
p.m. in the Leaming Resource Auditorium, L-131. 

This film, two years in the making, done by, for 
and with the COM community, features local people 
who were around during the Vietnam era -- warriors, draft 
resisters, nurses, Vietnamese and more. 

for only two weeks, while U. of H. has been practicing 
as a team all summer. 

"I think that if we continue to improve, we'll be a 
very good team by the end of the season," he added. Per
ez is in his first year as COM's soccer coach, but has 
been coaching on all levels for more than 15 years. 

Mike Perez and Bruce Alexander each scored a goal 
in the season opener. And teammates Greg Selmon 
(goalie) and Chad Johnson (backfield) were cited for their 
play in the game. 

Perez scored his second goal of the season in the 
game against the University of St. Thomas. Miguel 
Leon, who just joined the team, added the second point 
to the score. 

Coach Perez has 16 players on the team. However, 
nly nine are returning from last year. He coaches a Eu
opean style of soccer. "It's really a motion offense 
hich utilizes the defenders (backfield) as offensive 
eapons (normally the forwards). 

The team is open to any student currently enrolled at 
OM, including women. "I had a couple of girls indi

ate they wanted to play, but they didn't show up for 
youts," the coach said. 

For information on how to join the Ducks' soccer 

lub, call the COM Office of Recreational Programs at 
713) 280-3991 or (409) 938-1211, Ext. 418. . 

Dr. True wins Pi er Professor 
By CONNIE MCCULLEN 
Staff Reporter 

Dr. Renate True, instructor of biology at College of the 
Mainland, was presented the Piper Professor Award during 
COMs commencement exercises in May. 

The Piper Professor, selected by the Minnie Stevens 
Piper Foundation based in San Antonio, yearly honors 10 
educators chosen from among 99 nominations obtained from 
Texas colleges and universities. 

"The Minnie Stevens Piper Foundation gives it in behalf 
of good teachers," explained Dr. Don Bass, COM dean of 
Instruction and Student Development. "For many years jun
ior college teachers didn't win; thus it became sought after
along with its $2,500 cash award." 

This year five junior college instructors including Dr. 
1rue received the prestigious honor.The others- are:-Mark D. 
Hettie, music instructor at Mountain View College, Dallas 
County Community College District; Marilyn J. Lancaster, 
assistant professor of English and developmental studies at 
Western Texas College, Snyder; Marylin Sue Kelly, instruc
tor of speech at McLennan Community College, Waco; and 
Beatrice M. Burke, English professor and chairwoman of the 
humanities and fine arts division of the Southwest Collegiate 
Institute for the Deaf of Howard College, Big Spring. 

After winning CO M's Outstanding Teacher of the Year 
for 1989 ( she also won in 1985), she automatically became 
its representative for the 1990PiperProfessor. Dr. True is the 

irst COM instructor to win the Piper Professor award. 
Despite educators' low salaries, she chose teaching as a 

rofession because that is what she does best. "If one is in it 
the teaching profession) one loves it; one helps others to get 
ut of a rut. It doesn't matter if one is teaching in a grammar 
chool, high school or college; one is making a contribution." 

"If you love to teach, go for it! We need teachers - good 
~eachers!" Dr. True advises. 

Dr. Renate True 

J nterCOM staff gathers for a photograph. Back row from left, Astrid H. Lowery,InterCOM adv~r; Tho~as Ove~beck; 
Rodney Conley; Dawn M. Runner; Debbie Rodriguez, typesetter; Dale Dimitri; Karen Burris; Frankie Rodriquez; 
Paul N. Henry; Denise King. At table from left, Brady Mahaney, photography editor; Teresa Trygstad, managing 
editor; Penny Barrera, assistant editor; and Leslie Chamorro. Not pictured are Stacy Gilbert, layout artist; Connie 
McCullen; and Suzanne K. Hargrove. (Photo by Brady Mahaney) 
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What's Happening 

Students welcomed with kickoff 
By DEBBIE RODRIGUEZ 
Staff Reporter 

~...., 
The College of the Mainland Student Activities 

Board sponsored another successful Welcome Back 

Maryann Urick and President Larry L. Stanley 
greet students at the Welcome Back Kickoff, which 
was held Sept. 11 in the Student Center. 

(Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

Kickoff this fall. Held Sept. 11 during College Hour, the 
kickoff was scheduled to be outside next to the Leaming 
Resources Center, but due to the nasty weather was 
moved into the Student Center. 

Featuring the band The Sequel, the kickoff got 
started just in time to perform for a good-sized lunch
time crowd. Refreshments included free popcorn and 
drinks served in collectible neon cups with COM's logo 
on them. 

Starting off with a song by the Police, The Sequel 
put on a pretty good show, and also made a dedication 
to the late Stevie Ray Vaughn by singing "Look at Little 
Sister." After a few tunes the band took a break so that 
President Larry L. Stanley could introduce himself and 
welcome all students- old and new. 

Numerous clubs such as the SAB, COM Amigos, 
Club Christian,and the Outdoor Club introduced them
selves and members spoke on behalf of their clubs 
encouraging students to participate in COM campus 
activities. 

lnterCOM Managing Editor Teresa Trygstad, in
troduced herself to the crowd and stated that if anyone 
had any ideas for the paper not to hesitate to send them 
in. 

Among the crowd were some recognizable faces 
such as COM counselor, Dr. Chester Stout, COM Police 
Chief Howard Mille rand COM Recreational Coordina
tor Maryann Urick. They continued to enjoy the band 
after all speeches had been made. 

The Sequel closed it all up with songs by ZZ Top, 
The Fabulous Thunderbirds and Pink Floyd, making 
this fall's kickoff another great one. Welcome Back! 

Student Activities Board members discuss ideas for COM events at their Sept. 25 meeting. 
(Photo by Maryann Urick) 

SAB picks officers, trains new members 
By THOMAS OVERBECK 
Staff Reporter 

Officers were introduced at the first Student Activi
ties Board meeting of the fall semester held Sept. 11. 
Two meetings were held that day: one at 12:30 p.m. for 
College Of The Mainland day students and another at 
7:30 p.m. for COM night students. 

The officers for the fall semester are: Brett Rachel, 
president; Teresa Trygstad, vice president; Carol Bauer, 
secretary; Phyllis Frost, treasurer; and Jackie Davison, 

historian. 
Plans for the September and October events were 

discussed during the meeting. They include a possible 

co-sponsorship with a local Pilot Club (a service organi
zatior.) for the Oct. 26 Haunted House, part of the Hallo
ween activities. Also, new members of the board re
ceived important information on SAB's scholarship, 
which offers financial aid for those members who are 
most actively involved in SAB's activities. 

New members also attended the SAB Training Ses
sion and Pizza Party on Sept. 21. Officers gave lectures 
on how to plan events, as well as how to advertise for 
those events during those meetings. 

"If there is some activity you want to hold for the 
college, if you want to bring a guest to the cam
pus ... you'll be able to go through all the planning and 
work to have it take place," Rachel explained. 

Police beat ___ _ 
Continued from Page 1 

hose opportunites at a minimum. 
"I've made recommendations for surveillance mir

rors, cut-rate (low-cost) I.D.'s for non-students (using the 
gymnasium) and hopefully, these ideas will prove to be 
worthwhile," Chief Miller said. 

Two other categories are worthy of being considered 
as common crimes on the COM campus. They are phys
ical/sexual assault and drug trafficking. 

During the first week of the fall semester, a sexual 
assault occured at the intersection of Amburn Road and 
Monticello (near the running track). The suspect is still 
at large. 

Phase II ____ _ 
Continued from Page 1 

of the Learning Resource Building; this will make access 
to the third floor more convenient. 

A pavillion will be constructed in the grassy area 
between the LRC and the Technica!Nocational Building. 
This covered sitting area will have four sidewalks ap
proaching it from surrounding walkways. 

Several of the existing walkways on campus will be 
covered to keep students dry during those wet spring se
mesters. Covered walkways will run from the LRC to 
the Tech/Voe Building, the LRC to the Administration 

Building, and the LRC to the Math Science Building. 
A new look will be created for the Fine Arts Build

ing as well. The areas containing the open courtyard and 
the gates will all be closed off and the hallway area out
side of the classrooms and offices will be air-conditioned. 
A display case will be added to the open courtyard area 
that will be closed off. A kiln (room with ovens for bak
ing pottery) will be added to the east side of the building 
as well. 

Probably the largest individual task will be the con
struction of a cross- country style jogging track. This 
track will be 11/4 miles long, will loop around Eckert 
Lake once, then run around the new shop buildings, then 
cross and run along side Monticello Road to finally run 
into the pre-existing athletic track. 

Continued from Page 1 

and buy some red ribbon. . 
Students may wear red shirts, pants, shoes or 

just the ribbon to show their support. Any ribbon 
will do the job during this week as long as il is 
red. 

Last year as a senior at OHS, the first year the 
school participated in the event, this reporter tied a 
red ribbon to the antenna of her car. 

The Dickinson Independent School District 
will, for the second year, recognize Drug Aware
ness Week by participating in the Red Ribbon 
campaign. 

Drug Awareness Week was the catalyst for a 
new club at the high school, Students Against 
Driving Drunk. Andre Ware, the Hiesman trophy 
winner University of Houston quarterback and for
mer student of OHS, went to SADD's lock-in last 
year. The UH quarterback wanted to emphasize that 
winners do not drink behind the wheel of their car. 
Be.cause former OHS student Ware is concerned 
about young people, he took part in. SAD D's lock
in last year, 

RiutMcDermott, a member of COM's SABr 
has expressed her interest in having a SADD on 
campus. If you are. interested in seeing this impli
mented~.contact SAB sponsor Mary~yn Urick at 
{713) 28(f3991 Qr(409) 938~1211, Exf.4.18. ·· 
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Bulkheading lake 

Phase Il of beautification of the COM campus 
gets underway with the bulkheading of Lake 
Eckert in front of the Student Center. Many 
students take a break from a busy day of school 
togetsomthingtoeatandwatch theconstruction 
goillg on right outside the Student Center win-
dows. · 

(Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

Smokeout snuffs cigarettes 
By CONNIE MCCULLEN 
Staff Reporter 

'Tis the season to be smokeless. 
On Nov. 15, the Great American Smokeout will 

initiate the holiday season by requesting smokers and 
other tobacco abusers not to light up on that date and not 
to dip snuff. The annual event sponsored by the American 
Cancer Society encourages non-smokers to adopt smok
ers who wish to kick the habit, but who need support and 
encouragement to succeed. 

In light of the recent banning of smoking in College 
of the Mainland's boil.dings, the Student Activities Board 
and Well-Being, a COM employee wellness program will 
boost the Smokeout's efforts by providing some enter
taining activities. 

"The SAB plans to man an information booth in the 
Student Center and to distribute survival kits, adoption 
papers, support materials and balloons," explained Joyce 
White, a business instructor, who volunteered to coordi
nate the Smokeout events on campus. 

Furthermore, Well-Being, which sent a survey around 
campus to identify COM employees who wish to partici
pate in the festivities, plans to match the 13 smokers who 
responded with 61 non-smokers. 

"Here is an opportunity to be supportive and not to 
badger someone into ending his addiction," said J. B. 
Bryant, directorofWell-Being. "We'll give them alterna
tives, such as gum, canay and lunch." 

For 20 full-time employees, who are interested in 
obtaining additional assistance, Well-Being will immedi
ately conduct a five-week smoking cessation workshop 
beginning Nov. 20. 

"We alienated many people due to the ban; thus, the 
workshop will be free to all full-time employees who 
want follow-up support after the Smokeout," Bryant 
remarked. 

Although there are many programs designed to assist 
smokers with kicking the habit, going cold turkey is still 
the most successful method. 

See Smokeout Page 11 

Forum to discuss pool table crisis 
By THOMAS OVERBECK 
Staff Reporter 

An open discussion will be held concerning the 
Y fate of the COM Student Center pool tables Nov. 15 

at 12:30 p.m. in the center. Sharing their views on 
the current situation will be Dr. Donald Bass, dean of 
Instruction and Student Development, and Chief of 
Security Howard Miller. 

The tables were closed down during the summer 
semesters due to non-students sneaking in and using 
them, as well as attracting other illegal activities to 
the center. according to Chief Miller. 

One major factor contnl>uting to the situation is 
the easy unsupervised access to the Student Center di
rectly from the parking lot. 

Alecia Harrison. one of the students who signed 
a petition to keep the pool tables, suggested placing 
security people nearby to check for ID's. "They need 
more authority figures around to see who's a student 
and who's not." she explained. 

Anyone interested in sharing their views is wel
come to the discussion. Opinions will be heard from 
both those favoring and those opposing the closing 
of the pool tables. 

Babes in Arms delights opening night audience 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Staff Reporter 

Once again COM's Arena Theatre gives its audi
ence yet another wonderful night at the theater with its 
production of the fun-filled family musical hit Babes in 
Arms. 

Directed by Associate Director Reggie Schwander, 
Babes in Arms opens with the press agent (Troy Forten
berry) introducing the group of talented summer stock 
apprentices of the Surf and Sand Playhouse who attempt 
to stage their own original revue. Their efforts are con
stantly being thwarted by their slave-driving playhouse 
producer Seymore Flemming (Darwin Miller), and an 
egotistically maniacal know-it -all Southern playwright 
named Lee Calhoun (Troy Stanton). 

Calhoun's play The Deep North has come to the 
Surf and Sand and Fleming has enlisted the help of for
mer child star turned screen teen goddess Jennifer Owen 
(Melissa Shepard) and her incredibly overbearing mother 
Phyliss (Mary Queen). 

See Babes Page 12 
Lee Calhoun (Troy Stanton), and Jennifer Owen (Mellissa Shepard) star in Babes in Arms. 



Page 2, November 1990, InterCOM 

Editorials 

COM instructors not just teachers 
at crucial moments can be friends 

Karen 
Burris 

Just when I was backed up against the wall emotion
ally and thought I had no one to turn to fate stepped in. I 
was going through a very traumatic emotional situation 
and was at the breaking point. As fate would have it I ran 
into one of my professors in the hall. After briefly ex
plaining the situation to her she invited me into her of
fice to talk. 

There, she sat and listened and allowed me to go 
through the entire realm of emotions which had been 
welling up inside of me for quite some time. I cannot ex
press through words how important that talk was to me. 
She made me realize that she is not just a teacher, but a 
real person as well 

Your professors are teaching because they want to 
better your future. They also want to be able to be your 
friend and give a part of their personal selves to help you 
through life's struggles; whether your struggles are aca
demic or personal. 

Fourteen years ago when I first went to college I 
was scared to talk to my professors. Most of them made 
it clear that the only time they wanted to see a students 

smiling face was in the classroom. Now that I have re
turned to college so much has changed - for the better. 

Over the past 14 years I feel society has become 
more unified because of the necessity for closeness. It is 
my thought that we have become a more close-knit gen
eration. From the late 1960s to the late 1970s it seemed 
everyone was wrapped up in themselves and had little 
time for others' problems. Now it seems that there are 
more caring professionals in the teaching field. 

I now feei confident and comfortable speaking to my 

professors. I realize now that I am not treated just as a 
student but also as a person who may need help either in 
my studies or personal life. 

My professors have a great "desk-side" manner. They 
are open to interjection during their lectures and also 
have office hours when a student can speak to them in a 
more relaxed, one-to-one basis. 

I encourage the students at College of the Mainland 
to take advantage of the office hours the professors offer. 
'Ple office hours are an extension of the professors' class 
time and can be rewarding both academically as well as 
personally. After speaking to my professor, I feel like 
her friend as well as her student. My personal thanks go 
to her for coming to my rescue emotionally and giving 
me the opoortunitv to see her as a teacher as well as mv 
friend. 

It's time to decide on a life career 
By TERESA TRYGST AD 
Managing Editor 

Are you wandering around aimlessly, not knowing 
where your future is headed? Have you decided on your 
major? School is a great thing, but to get the most out 
of it you should have direction. 
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Upon entering College of the Mainland, at some 
point during registration, everyone is asked to define 
their major. This is to make students start thinking 
about what they want to do. 

I entered general studies as my major for the first 
three semesters I attended COM. Then my counselor sug
gested that I take an interest assessment test. 

COM's Counseling Center located on the second 
floor of the Student Center offers an assortment of tests 
that can aid you in defining your goals. These tests are 
free; all you have to do is ask. 

The library also offers several books that are useful 
when trying to choose a career. These books include the 
Encyclopedia of Careers and Vocational Guidance and the 
Dictionary of Occupational Titles (both are reference 
books). 

Another source of information that might persuade 
your career choice is the Sept. 17 issue of Newsweek. 
This issue gives an insight into the 1991 job market and 
reveals their findings of a salary survey. 

According to the survey the 20 hottest jobs in 
America are in accounting , computers, engineering, fi
nance, health care, law and more. The salaries range 
from a starting salary of$14,000 as a paralegal to exec
utive pay of $500,000 plus as a senior partner of a law 
firm practicing corporate-bankruptcy law. 

Some students, like myself, have been going to 
school for years, feeling around and not doing much ex
cept talcing history after English after math. Suddenly 
they are left with only electives to take and they never 
gave a thought about what they wanted to be when they 
grew up. Well, it's time! 

SC closes over break 
As part of Phase II of the Campus Enhancement 

Project, the Student Center will be closed starting Dec. 
17 until Jan. 18. 1991. During this time the inside of • 
the Student Center will be remodeled. Food services will 
also be disrupted. 

Each(inHividual.lif e··· 
has its own value 

Frankie 
Rodriquez 

·•·· W~~se nil& more valuable? 
l'o answer.that questiont you must be c~letely 

honest and you must hold true to those values in all 
instances. So why~ you ask. does he: pose tllAt ques-
tion?. . ....... , .. ,. . ·.· .... .. 

Well, ifyou're trUthful ln your e.valuatiQrt~ then a 
¼;.9(JU)xral ~nking Will be completely llll~l1µnd~ 
and will be exposed.for what it. really is - dist()rtkm of 
the truth. ·. · · 

Take f-Or pistance the comparison of the vqlue of 
the life of a young hardened criminal and the life of a 
retir~ postal worker/grandfather. Whkh life is more 
valuable? H you say the grandfatherts life is µiore im
portant, there are those who will argue that the young 
hardened criminal cotild possibly be reformed and live 
a long, productive and quiet life. Yet, the grandfather 
has children and grandchildren who contd be in
fluenced by the stability represented by the grondfa
ther' s outlook on life and years of experience. 

I'll roake it easier for you. 
Comparethelivesof a quadraplegic struggling to 

find and maintain a career and an Olympic champion 
preparing his doctoral thesis in physiology. Easy 
choice; right? If you believe the quadraplegic1s life is 
more valuable; then you are banking on potential. 
You could argue that the Olympian has reached 95 
percent of his potential while the paraplegic!s poten• 
tial is unclear i:n this inst.t..nce. You probably also 
pO$sOSS the eihotional desire that out society will ac~ 
cept and utilize handicapped people as self-supporting. 
contributing elem~nts • of life. · 

If you choose the Olympian's life as more valua
ble. can you imagine how acti\'ists (I use that wor<J 
positively) in organizations representing the pftysical~ 
ly-disabled would be up-in-arms! 

How abqut theJife comparisons o{ ·~. single 
mother who <mes not have custody of her :Children 
with the sing~ fadwt~ho does not.bave.c~t¢¥9f 
bii children f&is~lfu<Iµentin .~ •cq;~ r 

· payments? Ota firefighter and a police Qq'icet? ~ 

teoob~dJr~M nt\~l to yiifi' Wh,~ life i§ . , ... . 

more unponan.t. . ... . 
· I find it ljy.pocritical thatliberal thinking in twf 

counu-y is shocked at the acceptability of capital p~
ishm~nt andtn¢n tbqse sam~,people tum at®nd 81!9 
suppott abo~. And;don1t give me that "fi'eechoict .. 
trasb :hecrum;l>y $Upporting .. freedom of cliq~" y~ 

.. ··••ra··~c•,itei1::1rri~~-~, .·. 
you ½'::llft1l:s,• or ~¢lcept\,:·in 4l~ .. 
issue.. ·-;~-;-,-,•;.,-;-;-;-.;,-.-,-,;-;;-;-;-;-/?i./\;-;-;-... : ... ,,.;:;:;., ... , .... ,, 

;qlky~~~~~ 
~t fm •~.or. ~ 7 why not legislatc.111qmlitft •.... 



PaulN. 
Henry 

Pro-choice 
Abortion. Just say the word and people's emotions 

are aroused to a level that almost precludes thought. Nei
ther side wants to use the word when they describe them
selves. One side says Pro-Life and the other says Pro
Choice. This is a very difficult subject to examine in a 
way that leads to a rational answer. 

Let's start by looking at the names. Pro-Life. This is 
a misleading title. Does it mean everyone should live? 
Does it mean no more war? Does it mean no death penal
ty? No. What it pretends to mean is, "We are for the life 
of the unborn fetus." What it really means is, "We are 
against a woman's right to decide what she does with her 
body." 

OK, now Pro-Choice. This is a very straightforward 
representation of a position. It does not mean women 
should have abortions. It does not mean anyone has to be 
happy about abortions. It means a woman gets to choose 
for herself what she feels is the best thing for her to do 
with her body and her life. 

So now we have some basis from which to approach 
this question. Who has the right to decide what goes on 
with an individual's body? Should one vocal section of a 
society dictate to the rest how an individual is allowed to 
live her life? You can bet your last dollar if this issue 
concerned men's bodies there would be freedom of 
choice. 

One point the "Pro-Life" side likes to make is the 
value of life. Well, that is a valid point, but not as they 
present it What is the value of the woman's life? Be
cause there is a potential life, should that override a life 
that already exists? It shouldn't. A woman is more than 
just a baby machine. It is wrong to act as if her life is no 
longer her own because she has become pregnant. 

I am not trying to advocate abortion. I feel personally 
that there are very few times when an abortion is really 
the best answer. But I also feel that I have no right to de
cide when that time is. I think that the only time a man 
has the right to be a part of the decision about an abor
tion is when he is directly responsible for the pregnancy. 
But even t,hen, the woman should make the final choice. 

But realize that making abortions illegal will not 
stop them. For at least hundreds of years poor frightened 
young women have been forced into the position where 
the only option they can see is to have an abortion. And 
most of them died, whether it was because of a knitting 
needle or at the hands of some back-alley butcher. And 
rich women will continue to pay off their family doctor 
or fly to Europe when they want an abortion. Making 
abortion illegal will only increase the misery of the poor 
unfortunates who need that option most. 

The main problem is that in our culture the unwed 
mother is still the object of scorn and derision. We have 
come a long way since Hester Prynne of The Scarlet Let
ter, but that doesn't mean that we still don't have a long 
way to go. If a woman felt she could be an unwed moth
er and still be a useful respected member of societv. the 
vast number of abortions would probably never happen. 
Having the right to choose about abortion is actually a 
step toward a society where no woman feels she has to 
have one. Telling a woman, "You can choose," tells her 
she is a responsible individual who knows she will be 
respected for what she is, and not for how she measures 
up to some preconceived notion of what she should be. 
A woman who has that view of herself is not likely to 
feel like she has only one way out. 

So what it comes down to is whether women are free 
individual human beings, or the chattels of a male domi
nated society. I don't think I or any other man has the 
right to play God with a woman's body. 

It \\\t·t\1)1 l•f t I .._,,,.:'--•~ ......... ••••••••,·••• ' 
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Overview by Overbeck 

"l'M HEl<E. TO CAL.L. V0U A LOS~R!!f DON'T WORRY 
Ir WAS JNEVt,ABLE--SOMl.AX )fNDE/IJOY IT///'' 

Dawn M. 
Runner 
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Students get grievance policy 
By KAREN BURRIS 

Staff Reporter 

Kaitlin has been diligently studying and applying 
herself to her mathmetics class during the entire course 
of the semester. She is very confident of her ability to do 
above average work on the final exam due to her profes
sor's encouragement and positive feedback. 

Kaitlin however, is shocked when she receives a C 
as the course grade. She feels she has been misled and de
ceived by her professor. Kaitlin also feels the desperate 
need to discuss this situation with her professor but is 
afraid to. 

To whom does she turn? Her college career hangs in 
the balance because of this one professor. 

Being a college student means you are a part of soci
ety and do have a say in how your rights are protected. 
Through College of the Mainland's grievance policy, a 

student can seek the fairness and equality guaranteed him 
just as the U.S. Constitution's Bill of Rights protectsso
ciety as a whole. 

By contacting the office of the Assistant to the Pres
ident a student can obtain a copy of the grievance policy 
or a pamphlet that is very informative in the actual pro
cess of resolving a grievance. 

The Preamble (located in the brochure given out at 

the EEO office) at the College of the Mainland states 
"The Board of Trustees and the administration of College 
of the Mainland believe and commit themselves to the 
democratic process as a way of life". This correlates with 
the Declaration of Independence which states that all 

people should be able to "enjoy life, liberty and the pur
suit of happiness." These words, written in 1776, esta
blished the American Creed. 

Today's COM students are still protected by this 
Americim Creed through the Student Grievance Policy. 

Dr. Vanneise A. Collins, assistant to the president 
and Office of the Equal Educational Opportunity, said, 
"In my role as assistant to the president for EEO, I am 
available to counsel any student who has a question or 
concern about his rights". 

Students have the opportunity to resolve any grie
vance whether it involves a racial or nationality dispute, 
sexual harassment, age or handicap discrimination, or re
ligious confrontation. 

There are five basic steps a student can follow 
should he have a dispute or grievance. 

First he should contact Dr. Collins, who handles the 
student's actual grievance. The student will get advice on 
how to put his grievance into complete and proper form. 
When he speaks with Dr. Collins, she will give him an 
idea of how to put his grievance into words to be pre
sented to the chairman of the division in which he has a 
grievance . .This is a required procedure in the provisions 
of the policy. 

He then takes his written grievance to the chairman 
of that division and presents it to him in the hope that 
the situation can be resolved then and there. If neither the 
student nor the chairman can come to a satisfactory 
agreement then the chairman must submit a written re-
sponse within 10 days to the EEO office. · 

From there the grievance is taken (in written form) 
to the appeal committee where the assistant to the presi
dent schedules a hearing in front of a committee consist
ing of two students, two faculty members and one staff 
member. 

If the student still does not feel the grievance has 
been resolved by the appe:als committee to his satisfac
tion, he then may meet with the college president for res
olution. 

If no progression is made toward an agreement by 
the student and the president, then the student can request 
a final review by the COM Board of Ttustees. This ena
bles the board to review and possibly change or alter sit
uations which have repeatedly had grievances filed. 

The hypothetical student, Kaitlin, went through the 
above mentioned steps and ended the semester in a better 
frame of mind knowing that there was someone she 
could talk to about the problem she was having. 

Kaitlin also was appreciative of the fact that the 
griev.ance she had filed would not be reported on her tran
script. The grievance would instead be kept on file at the 
EEO office for three years for future review 

-

ABC's Twin Peaks asks, 'Who killed Laura Palmer?' 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Staff Reporter 

Take a young FBI agent and a small town sheriff, 
stir in a murder, mix in a handful of eccentric characters 
and some show-stopping new faces, add in a dancing 
dwarf and a log-lugging lady, and what have you got? 

Some people might answer, "A disaster." But for 
extremely offbeat film director David Lynch, this strange 
mixture has turned into ABC's pot-of-gold soap opera 
Twin Peaks, which airs Saturdays at 9 pm. 

Twin Peaks is a murder/mystery set in a small iic
ticious town in Washington state. The town's popular 
high school coed, Laura Palmer (Sheryl Lee), has been 
brutally murdered and FBI agent Dale Cooper (Kyle Ma
cLachlan) has been sent in to help the town sheriff, Har
ry S. Truman (Michael Ontkean), solve the crime. 

The show not only offers this weird scenerio, but it 
also offers some of the quirkiest characters to ever sprout 
on network television. First there's a woman known 
only as the log lady (Catherine Coulson), who carefully 
carries around and talks to her log. Then there's the po
lice station's on-again/off-again couple, di~y Lucy Mo
ran and total idiot Deputy Andy Brennan (Kimmy Ro
bertson and Harry Goaz). 

Laura Palmer's sultry, sensual and voluptuous high 
school classmate Audrey Home and her deliciously devil-

ish father Benjamin Horne (Sherilyn Fenn and Richard 
Beymer) add a little spice to the show along with the 
Double R Diner owner Norma Jennings (Peggy Lipton) 
and last, but not least, there's a man known only as the 
little man from another place (Michael Anderson) who 
occasionally comes from nowhere and dances to the 
show's smokey, beatnik, jazzy, club -type theme song. 

All this may seem a bit far-fetched, but one must 
remember that the key word when talking about Twin 
Peaks is 'different'. The interesting thing is that it 
chooses to deal with these people in some of the most 
shocking and disturbing ways, both visually and intellec
tually. There are cliff-hangers at the end of every episode 
to add a dash of suspense. This suspense is definitly to 
the show's benefit. 

The brainchild of film director Lynch, Twin Peaks 
originally called Northwest Passage, was to be Lynch's 
big crossover to the small screen. . 

After making such offbeat films as Dune in 1984, 
Eraserhead inl985 and Blue Velvet in 1986, Lynch be
came interested in television possibilities. He got to
gether with former Hill Street Blues story editor and 
current screenwriting partner Mark Frost to form their 
own production company, Lynch/Frost Productions. He 
also enlisted the help of actor Kyle MacLachlan, who 
worked with Lynch on both Dune and Blue Velvet, and 
the help of more than 40 other actors. They then began . . . 

writing the pilot for one of the most demented shows on 
television. 

The critics poured an unprecedented amount of fa
vorable press on the show. According to US Magazine, 
the first episode was heralded as one of the most success
ful launches of an idea that departs from the normal and 
ordinary. 

Proclaimed as the television show of the '90s, 
Twin Peaks already has an immense following. Also. 
according to an US Magazi~e poll, most of the people 
who watch the show are younger, more consumer
oriented viewers ranging from 18 to 34 years old. 

The strange dreamlike music from the show has 
been compiled onto an utterly weird and enjoyable sound
track album that just about plops you smack dab in the 
middle of ,the little fictional suburb. It features three 
songs with lyrics written by Lynch that promise to take 
the mind on an unusual journey. 

The Secret Diary of Laura Palmer written by 
Lynch's own daughter Jennifer has also been recently 
published. On the show, the diary is the topic of every
one's attention because it may hold vital secrets and in
formation on who killed Laura and why. 

With all of this in mind, the one question left is: Is 
network television ready for such a drastic change of 
pace? With the response to Twin Peaks , the answer is 
getting to be more and !JlOre of a positive one. 

'' 
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Police chief upgrades departinent's image 
By FRANKIE RODRIQUEZ 
Staff Reporter 

It used to operate as a sec.urity agency and look like 
park police. But within the past year, a lot has happened 
within the department to improve the professionalism 
and self-esteem of the College of the Mainland Police 
Department. To this point the changes have been subtle; 
what lies ahead is much more dramatic. 

"Very often, our police officers are the first impres
sion people get when coming onto the campus," Police 
Chief Howard Miller points out "They will stop a uni
formed police officer to ask for assistance/ he adds. "So 
our people need to be polished and professional." 

Since taking over the department last January, Chief 
Miller has made major changes in the operation. The 
most visible will be evident in a few days. Officers will 
unveil new uniforms. The new outfits are blue rather 
than khaki and fall more in line with the appearances of 
larger law enforcement agencies. 

But the more important changes are not so obvious. 
"Chief Miller deserves all the credit," Dr. Henry 

Pope, dean of College and Financial Services, says. "We 
are convinced that a full-fledged professional police staff 
is a much better way to provide for safety and service to 
the people on our campus. 

"Ninety-nine percent of the people on campus are 
here for a good purpose and are trying to accomplish 
something. So we really weren't looking for a streetwise 

cop. We were looking for a person who understood~ 
pie, who understood that the relationship between the po
lice and students is unique on campus. It's different than 
encountering people downtown someplace." 

But, don't be fooled into thinking these men and 
women in uniform are not real cops at the COM Police 
Department. "One of my favorite sayings is 'Walk softly 
and carry a big stick,"' the chief asserts. 

And, there are four sides to his stick. Not only is he 
in charge of the police force. He also is in charge of safe
ty (including emergency hazardous chemical response), 

first aid ( officers are certified emergency medical techni

cians), and crime prevention. 
Within the department itself, officers exude a greater 

sense of professionalism and worth. "I believe it is im
portant that our officers continue to better themselves," 
Chief Millers says. "That's why I try to get them to take 
courses that will help them in the long run." 

Prior to Chief Miller's appointment, the department 
did not keep records on crime statistics. Nor did the quali
ty of reports filed by police officers show much detail. 
And, therefore, COM administrators were unable to deter
mine what was going on in the department, much less 
on campus, Dr. Pope states. 

"The biggest differences that we see now in the de
partment are the ability to articulate the points of view 
of crime prevention and safety and a willingness to in
form the students, faculty, and staff of why we are doing 

These officers are seldom seen together, and you won't see them in these uniforms again because oftbe recent arrival 
of new ones, pictured are (left to right): officers Jose Villareal, Guillermo Huerta, Vernon Ewell, Chief Howard 
Miller, officers Matt Clausen and Jeanette Swindell. (Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

things as opposed to just doing them," Dr. Pope adds. 
He (Chief Miller) has a knack of making his people be
lieve in what they are doing. 

"Safety is another area where the chief has made a 
difference. You can get overwhelmed with the dimen
sion of safety," says Dr. Pope. Safety covers everything 
from being a locksmith and managing every single key 
on campus to monitoring and knowing how to handle 
each chemical brought on campus, from biology to pho
to-processing. Dr. Pope says Chief Miller has the right 
outlook - to build a safety program rather than install 
every aspect of it from day one. 

The chief has some definite ideas of what needs to 
be done to handle the immediate needs of the campus as 
well as to bring the department into the decade of the 
'90s. He has recently submitted a five-year plan to the 
administration for the operation of his department 

The plan incluC:es projections for growth within the 
department, development of personnel and needs of the 
campus. "There are some things that need immediate at
tention," Chief Miller says. "But I don't expect to hear 
on a lot of the items in the proposal until the need aris-
es." 

The chief projects the need for more space as an im
mediate concern. Three rooms totalling approximately 
l(j() square feet house all eight officers, one secretary, the 
locksmith/tool shop. the officers' lockers, the secretary/ 
receptionist/dispatcher and the chiefs desk. 

"It gets awful crowded when someone comes in to 
report something, and when we have to hold someone 
over for questioning or to be picked ·up; it is not really 
safe," alerts the chief. 

"I feel the need to add one more officer in 1991 " 
Chief Miller says. "fm even proposing we implement' a 
reserve officer's"progr.un to alleviate the staffing shortage 
we sometimes experience." Already, that request has 
been approved by Dr. Pope. 

Equipment is another area where the depru:ment is 
lacking according to the chief. There is a need for a haz
ardous materials kit "We had an ammonia leak (in late 
October) in the drafting area that. fortunately, we were 
able to cut off before too much of the toxic material es
caped." Chief Miller explains. "Otherwise, we would 
have had to evacuate the building and call someone else 
for help." 

There are now two off-campus facilities being used 
by COM and each falls under the jurisdiction of the de- · 
partment. But the COM police department has only golf 
carts available for use. One of Miller's requests is for a 
fully-equipped police vehicle, along with an upgraded 
two-way communications unit since the current one will 
not cover the area. 

There are big plans in the mind of Chief Miller. But 
as he says it, "I believe to make the department better, 
you've got to make the officers better." And. he has 
shown that he certainly is capable of carrying that big 
stick while walking very softly. 

Staff committee, student club for saving environment 
By THOMAS OVERBECK 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's Environmental Commit
tee, or E-COM, held a meeting Oct. 16 for COM faculty 
and staff members to discuss possible activities for in
creasing environmental awareness on campus and in the 
community. 

The committee focused attention on issues such as 
recycling aluminum, plastic and paper products, as well 
as the use of recycled paper. Other topics of discussion 
were energy usage and alternative energy sources, respon
sible use of water and other products, and the disposal of · 

waste products with the possibility of composting 

waste. 
E-COM also discussed getting involved in environ-

mental activities with area public schools, seeking sup
port from other local environmental agencies and apply
ing for government grants toward facility improvements. 

One program that COM:President Larry L: Stanley 
would like to see is a recycling center on campus. He ex
plained that a recycling center could be "a 'source of stu
dent employment, and it can also produce money for 
more scholarships." 

President Stanley acted as interim chairman of the 
committee. During the meeting he discussed the major 
issues concerning and accepted ideas and suggestions on 
the organization of the committee. He split the commit-

tee into several groups, each group covering a particular 
issue. He also planned on getting an environmental audi
tor to visit and evaluate the campus. 

"The bottom line is ... I want College of the Main
land to become-a model for environmental responsibili
ty," President Stanley stated. 

There are actually two Environmental Committees: 
one for faculty and staff, and another for students. The 
next meetings for the student committee will be held 
Nov. 14 at 8 p.m. in Room A-126. and also at 12:30 
p.m. the next day in A-148 .. For more information, con
tact Bob Young, lhe committee,s sponsor, at (713) 280-

3991, or (409) 938-1211, Ext. 306. 
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Students win 14-13 
in COM 3-on-3 
By FRANKIE RODRIQUEZ 

Staff Reporter 

It was the young versus the not-so-young; the out
side versus the inside. And in the end, the difference was . 
one basket in the College of the Mainland 3-on-3 Bas
ketball Tournament in early November. A team com
prised of students beat a team comprised of faculty and 
staff in the championship game to win with a five and 
one record. 

The tournament was scheduled to last the afternoon 
of Nov. I. But, because of a good turnout and team pari
ty, the day ended with two teams having the same record. 
The championship game was then scheduled for Nov. 6. 

The team comprised of Andre' Tidwell of Texas City, 
Duke Walker, Charles Jenkins and Trent Garrett of La 
Marque, scored in the final 20 seconds of play to defeat 
the team of Jerry Bryant (physical education), Al Bass 
(physical education), Galen Hayward (maintainance) and 
Tony Pfeiffer (social sciences), 14-13. 

It was a physical game with very few fouls being 
called and the game was not without its officiating con
troversy. 

"It was a pretty even contest," Garrett said. "If it 
hadn't of been for our outside shooting, we wouldn't 
have won." 

"They (Bryant; Bass, Hayward and Pfeiffer) were 
beasty inside," Duke Walker countered. "So we took it 
outside after they closed the inside off." 

The game hinged on a controversial no-call by the 
official. Bryant had scored from the outside and the stu
dent team rebounded. The official then turned around to 
discuss whether the ball had been checked across the pos
session line. The students then failed to score and the fa
culty /staff team rebounded. By that time, the official 
turned his attention back to the game and stopped play, 
awarding the ball to the student team. 

They went on to score and take the lead for good. 
The next basketball competition scheduled at COM 

is a 3-point shoot-out in the gym in late November. 
Contact the recreation department for more details. 

The student team (from left) Andre Tidwell, Duke Walker, Trent Garrett and Charles Jenkins wrested the 
championship away from the staff/faculty team (fifth from leftto right) Galen Hayward,Jerry Bryant, Tony Pfeiffer 
and Al Ba~ with a score of 14-13 Nov. 6 in the COM gym. The 3-on-3 basketball tournament was to finish the 
afternoon ofNov.1, but because there was such a good turnout and team participation, the championship play was 
delayed. (Photo by Frankie Rodriquez) 

Perez: 'The ggys never quit.' 

COM Power Ducks end first season 2-5 
By FRANKIE RODRIQUEZ 

Staff Reporter 

It's hard for most people to find a bright spot in a 
losing season. However, College of the Mainland Soc
cer Coach David Perez is not one of those. 

The COM Power Ducks ended the year with a record 
of two wins and five losses. The only victories came 
against the University of Houston/Downtown and Texas 
Southern University. Those games were played in the 

middle of the season. 

"The guys never quit," Coach Perez said. "They al
ways showed a lot of determination no matter how far 
down they were." And they were pretty far down a couple 
of times toward the end of the season. 

The team struggled from a lack of experience. Com
bine that with the fact this was the first year on the team 
for most of the players and the results are not alarming. 

Volleyball team wins championship at Sports ~ay 
. --~- ~ 

After opening the season with two losses, the Power 
Ducks defeated Texas Southern 1-0. They followed that 
game with a loss to the University of Houston/Clear 
Lake and then won their second game of the year by beat
ing University of Houston/Downtown 1-0. 

Jy F'~AN~J RQORIQUEZ t • . 
Start Repott~r 

The Coli¢;e of the Mainland ~ol1e1b;it teain 
claimed die ~ftwnpfonship trophy .in the .Q11lf Coast 
Intel'Wllegiate Conference Sports Day held Nov, 7. 
Combined. with seveml other a~tes w.ho placed· in 
v;uious com~titions, it proved to~ a successful~ 
forCOM. .. . ..... ., ' 

But the lj,ighlightof the tournament wasdefinif~ 

,$1sti~~· 
·· Comri:lunity r;.~µege 15 .. 7; 15~12 to~ ~tplace; 

Volleyball •team mefubefs·• inctoded Puncliy)Cbarles 
(captain). EdTOOlp1~ Greg Lahner, l.aquit;t Rhone. 

···• An~:~:lt,; :t~: :;~m:; volleyltt ~~ 
take fast Plac¢.1t Macyann Urick.,COM~on.co-

<ordin~'9t said.; jl'he.main pOtpQse ls simpl}iP-Wtiqiv,r 
I.ion. jt's good for our students to get togeih,er with 

.slu~~~f!'or;,P::;ell ro:••··tlie··••~l~e~dt6~ 
. cllampiol\ COM. $Oft.bail team. The team won first 

:-· . _· _. ·-<~.. ,- :=~:'-

. .... place )$l yeatr~µt fa(Jed to place in this yea.f:'1. COIQ~ r 
petition:Part!£i~ts included E. J. Andtes(~lain): } 
!irnes Jm~ ~~µ. JoJ!;n Court. Greg Gaona•~elly} 
May, Stwlon$filnngs/ David Muehe!Dean~Ffaneji 
and Charles Foaest. ··•· ··-· ... 

COM.stu®ptsalso placed.in tennis.and tajile'.'tendL 
nis .... /"'\ . •··•· ._._..··. /(. ···•·•··· 

• Howard C4iyt.Qn ;on second in the.men~ $ingles 
competition of~ tennis tournament. Steve Medcalf 
placed . sec~n~Jn the men's singles of tabi9 :~!lllis; 
1ij~11 ·v!M:~ -•·•1• 11w•·•••~Mther._ ... mtt'uci~t .... !ri ·@P·•••·l~f t 

;fo.fP~S:~ g ), . . ......... Boll,mall,. (mens ~~Lsui. .. . 
gJes). C!?Ude.gj~gEric 1,3iedermann(bi,\~~}jf· 
Dawn Fennelly{~en's table tennis), LoiNgu.yeit 
(men's tal>le ~isJandMano Nguyen (men*s .!OOnis · 
singles) all partigfpated, but did not place in ~pen; 

,: ,~~~~~!00:W,~~µ\ 
Baytownr H<>Qston ~ommunity College; North Hart/ 
rfi C~munity:C.Plltge's two campuses, San Jacinto/ 
College~s three ciunpuses_ Galveston c'olleg!f Alvin. t 
Commurtjty CQfege and Btat.osport College,. r 

The final two games of the year came on a long road 
trip which took the team to San Marcos to play South
west Texas State University and then to Austin to play 
The University of Texas. The road trip took its toll on 
the team as evidenced by the final scores of the games (6-
0, 6-0). Next year, however, those two big-league 
schools will have to travel to Texas City for the games. 

"Hopefully, we have a jump on next season," Coach 
Perez said upon completion of his first year. "We only 
had two weeks to prepare for this season. Their (other 
school's) programs are already established and they have 
players sticking around for four years. Here, we have 
players come and go because we're a two-year school." 

Despite the losing record and the fact that the season 
has officially ended, Perez' optimism has not diminished. 
His plans include a lot of off-season activity for the 

• team. "We're going to play in a tournament in March," 
he said. "And we'll have a couple of scrimmage games 
between now and then and through the summer to get 
ready for next year." 

Coach Perez is always looking for people interested 
in playing soccer - male or female. If you are interested 
in playing next year, contact him at (409) 948-1267, or 
cali the COM Recreation Department at (713) 280-3991, 

or (409) 9389-1211, Ext. 418. 
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Galveston Bay Foundation open to volunteers 
By CONNIE MCCULLEN 

Staff Reporter 

Are you an environmentally conscious person? Do 
you want to learn more about Galveston Bay? Are you 
concerned about the effects the recent oil spills have on 
the bay's wildlife? Then Galveston Bay Foundation is for 
you. 

A non-profit organization formed in 1978, Galveston 
Bay Foundation's purpose is to protect and improve the 
bay's values and resources. 

"Galveston Bay Foundation confronts the bay's four 
major problem, which are: the reduction of living re
sources within it; public health issues; management; and 
shoreline erosion," said Dr. Don Bass, College of the 
Mainland dean of Instruction and Student Development 
and a member of GBF executive committee. 

"To achieve its goals, the GBF provides education, 
research, conservation and advocacy in behalf of Galveston 
Bay," Dr. Bass declared. 

Since the fall of 1989 GBF executive committee has 
conducted a variety of learning experiences emphasizing 

Cher:ry/l(elman team 
wins 8-l}all tourney 

By ntOa.t,r\S QV!RBECK 
..... Staff Reporter t 

.. · def~ ~-f~-i~~~''1! 
A games to l3t the s~~l Doµb~ Toumamentbelq 

e in the College of tJe Mainland Student C~ntei ii 
Oct 30. .. ... . ·•···•···· ,., ...• Nine two-pei,jgij team! Signed in ·for \4e,/:: 
event, which was sponsored by the COM Physical r 
Education Deparb:ne.nL The teams played best-of-: 
three sets in single elimination competitioq~ ' f: 

The winning move came when only the 8-baU ,. 
and tb4 l0~b~ll.,l,eJ9p~ingto the Cberry-ijelqlat\ t 
team remained on Pie table. Tsai hit both \',f the ? 
balls, only to have eac.h end up near two adjoining ·•·•·· 
comer pockets. Cherey sunk the 10-oall and we]!( , 
on to hit the 8~ba:ll into the other pocket for the ···· 
win. . . ? 

The ftrst- and second-place winners received{ 
individual trophies for the tournament after the 
games. 

Gilmson piano concert 
Sophia Gilmson, a music instructor at COM, will 

perform Sergei Prokofiev'3 Concerto #3 Opus 26. The 
performance will talce place in Room F-117, in the Fine 
Arts Building, Nov. 15 at 12:30 p.m. Gilmson will be 
assisted by Annette Emerson. 

the bay's values and resources. 
This year's planned activities include workshops, 

demonstrations/exhibits, outdoor sports, crafts, lectures 
and special events. "They are open to anybody who 
wishes to attend." Dr. Bass noted. They are conducted by 
various participating organizations, thus GBF should be 
consulted for a list. 

Armand Bayou Nature Center, for example, is con
ducting the following exhibits/demonstrations: 

• Wildlife Rehabilitation, with Sleason Schmalz, 
instructor, is set for Nov. 18. 

• InvertebratesofGalvestonBay, with Doug Myers, 
is set for Nov. 25. 

At COM Dr. Bass scheduled two recent classes: 
scuba diving and birdwatching. The $55 birdwatching 
course, which emphasizes field birding, began Nov. 1; it 
meets for six weeks. The scuba diving course began Oct. 
30 and costs $60 - not including expense for such items 
as mask, snorkel, fins and equipment rental. It meets for 
eight weeks. 

During the fall/winter session, GBF awarded three 
scholarships to interested individuals on a first-come, 

first-served basis. Additionally, GBF awarded $100 
scholarships to qualified science teachers, who also can 
obtain advanced academic training credit. 

The scholarships assisted with the payment of the 
instruction, tuition and lodging fees for the GBF's Fall 
Wetland Workshop, which was held Oct. 13 and 14 at Los 
Gansos Lodge in Smith Point. 

The Fall Wetland Workshop discussed Smith Point's 
environmental concerns, which are similar to Galveston 
Bay Foundation's concerns. The workshop highlighted 
Smith Point's archeology and history, wildlife in Cham
bers County, shoreline erosion and mariculture ( oyster 
culturing). 

If you are interested in volunteering, GBF needs 
assistants to work on the Galveston Bay Day Festival, 
which is scheduled for May 25, 1991. 

The festival of bay-oriented family activities cel
ebrates Galveston Bay's value and usages. 

If you are interested in joining GBF or in its list of 
activities, contact Linda Shead (GBF's executive direc
tor) at 3027 Marina Bay Drive, Suite 110, League City, 
Texas (713)334-3665. 

COM hosts free sickle cell screening 
By Dawn Runner 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland was the host for a free 
sickle cell anemia screening Oct. 30. 

Sponsored by the COM Wellness Program and the 
Organization of African American Culture the Sickle 
Cell Association of the Texas Gulf Coast, which is a 
part of the United Way, brought a motor home equipped 
for running the tests to the COM campus. 

The association provides this service for Brazoria, 

Galveston, Fort Bend, Harris, Wharton, Matagord and 
Wallace counties. In addition to free screenings for the 
anemia, the association also offers education about this 
blood disease. If a person tests positive for sickle cell 
anemia, SCA-TCG will manage their case. They also 
have a summer camp in Giddings for children afflicted 
with this anemia. 

Genetic counseling services are also available for the 
positive testers. Their families are advised about their 
need to be tested since this disease is hereditary. 

A person may have the sickle cell trait but not have 
the disease, or they may actually have sickle cell anemia. 

As of yet, no cure is available for sickle cell anemia; 
although science is making advances. 

During infancy common symptoms are jaundice, 
- . - -

high fever, and swelling in the hands and feet. For chil-
dren and adults, common health problems include fre
quent infections, painful joints, slow growth, anemia 
and leg ulcers. 

Most people think that sickle cell anemia is· re
stricted to the black population. However, this anemia 

affects not only blacks, but individuals of Spanish, 
Greek, Italian, Asiatic-Indian descent and people origi
nating from the Mediterranean area. 

For more information on these services and the 
sickle cell anemia, write to: SCA-TGC, 2626 South 
Loop West, Suite 245, Houston, TX 77054; or call 

(713) (i66..0300. 

' 
Lester Moore, OAKC chairman, is screened for sickle 
cell anemia by Mary Davis, Texas Gulf Coast Sickle 
Cell Association medical technician Oct 30 in a mobile 
unit parked by the Fine Arts Complex. 

(Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

Individual recording rights at stake in DAT battle 
By Paul N. Henry 
Staff Reporter 

Another round in the ongoing battle between the el
ectronics industry and the recording industry over home 
recording rights is scheduled to be fought when the new 
Congress convenes in January. This time the issue is a 
bill before Congress which would allow digital to digital 
recording using the digital audio tape recorder (DAT) for 
the first time in America. 

The recording industry has been fighting home 
recording since the introduction of the cassette player 20 
years ago. They claim that the ability to record in the 
home will cause consumers to make copies of albums 
instead of buying them, allowing them to have a record-

ing of the music without paying any royalties. 

DA Ts, which combine the high sound quality of a 
compact disc with the convenience of a cassette player, 
were kept out of the United States for many years 
through record industry opposition. When they were fi
nally made available it was in a limited form. Only 
DATs incapable of copying digital recordings have ever 
been sold in America. 

The bill coming before Congress next spring would 
allow DA Ts which can make a digital copy of a CD, but 
which cannot make a digital copy of a copy. This would 
allow consumers to make copies of their CDs to play on 
car stereos and Walkmans, but not copies of the copies 
to give to their friends. 

The Recording Industry Association of America offi
cially supports this compromise, but certain elements in 
the industry, notably the collectors of royalties, are still 
fighting. They are trying to block this legislation by ty
ing it to a royalty tax. This tax would apply to all tape 
players and blank tapes sold. In other words, because roy
alties might be lost, the industry will get their cut up 
front. The main problem with this tax is that the record 
industry will make royalty money on the tapes consu
mers buy for their answering machines. 

This is an issue which affects anyone who now 
owns or will ever own a tape player of any kind. The 
Home Recording Rights Commission urges consumers 
to contact their legislators and let them know how they 
feel about this issue. 
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_COM Jazz Ensemble members from left Bobby Adams on drums, Randall Haake on bass, Phil Magness on piano 
and Sparky Koerner on trumpet play for the Retired Senior Voluntary Program dance held Oct. 24 in the Student 
~~ ( Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

COM ensemble jazzes festival 
BY PENNY BARRERA 
Assistant Editor 

The College of the Mainland Jazz Ensemble, under 
the direction of Sparky Koerner, was once again a major 
part of the Fifth Annual Galveston Island Jazz Festival. 
The festival took place Nov. 8-11. 

According to a news release by Koerner, the band 
performed as a back-up band for Grammy-Award winning 
singer Diane Schuur. The band performed music from 
Schuur's second recording with the Count Basie Orches
tra in 1987 which made her a Grammy-winner. This 
main performance and feature of the festival took place 
Nov. 10 at the 1894 Grand Opera House in Galveston. 

"This will give the audience a chance to hear Diane 
in two types of musical settings, the big band format 
and with a trio, with Diane playing piano," Koerner stat
ed. 

"It is our first time to work as a back up band to a 
vocalist," Koerner said. The band has performed for in
strumentalists such as Doc Severinsen during the 1988 
Galveston Island Jazz Festival, but never for a vocalist. 
The director feels this was a unique opportunity for the 
jazz band because, "we don't have the money to pay to 
bring big name entertainers in to perform with us." 

"To work with a vocalist is different because the 
band isn't the featured attraction," Koerner stated. "It is 
serving as a back-up role, so we have to make sure we 
don't play too loud and overshadow the singer. And so 
the band takes on a different role in that aspect." Koerner 
goes on to assure that this does not make the music any 
easier. "It is usually just as hard in playing with the con
trol that it takes to make sure we don't overshadow the 
singer." 

Koerner served as the director during the perfor
mance. "I'll probably do a solo in there somewhere," 
Koerner stated a few days prior to the performance. 

The COM musicians were looking forward to the 
concert with great eagerness. Koerner gathered this group 
of musicians who, over the past eight years, have dedi
cated themselves to performing jazz ensemble music at 
its highest level. The make up of the band has an average 
age of around 32. The band consists of former and current 
band directors and also music students at COM. But 

many of the players are engineers at local chemical 
plants, oil refineries, support organizations for NASA 
and other aspects of business in the area. "It is more of a 
community band than just a student band," stated Koer
ner. 

Saturday night after the band's performance with 
Schuur, Sparky Koerner's Jazz Quartet hosted a jam ses
sion on The Colonel paddlewheel boat. 

Many of the players are in their sixth year perform
ing with the ensemble. Others like Ron Bocek, the lead 
alto player in the band, have been with the band for 11 
years. Koerner joined the band 10 years ago and started 
directing it after one year. 

Diane Schuur was coming to the festival alone and 
was intending to hire a local base player and drummer, 
who happened to be the two men in Koerner's Jazz Ex
press quartet. Koerner added, "I got to thinking about it 
and I had the Count Basie record and thought it would 
sure be a lot of fun if the band could back her up and 
split the concert. Diane Schuur isn't a house-hold name 
as far as jazz singers go, but yet a lot of people do know 
COM's band. So I called Maureen Patton, the director of 
the Opera House and she phoned Diane Schuur's agent 
and told him that we had a real fine big band in the area 
that would like to play along with Diane Schuur in con
cert." And this is how the COM band got the "gig". 

"I think this will help us in the future to bring 
someone to COM to perform with us." Koerner added. 

A special feature of this years festival was the Sun
day, Nov. 11, performance. In honor of Veterans Day, 
military bands such as the 5th U. S. Army Jazz Ensem
ble of Fort Sam Houston and the U.S. Air Force Dimen
sion in Blue gave free concerts at the Grand Opera 
House. 

Other community colleges participating in the festi
val included Alvin Community College, Lee College, 
San Jacinto College North, Brazosport College, Wharton 
Junior College and Houston Baptist University. 

Getting back to the quiet life after the festival, Koer
ner and the COM bands hope to hold a concert at COM 
for those who may not have heard them play at the festi
val. "We like to provide concerts at least once a semes
ter." said Koerner. 

Banned bands 

Music industry 
fights censorship 
By THOMAS OVERBECK 

Staff Reporter 

The recent controversy over the Miami rap group 2 
Live Crew has brought the music inqustry's battle 
against censorship back into the spotlight. 

National attention was last brought to the situation 
in 1985 when the Parents' Music Resource Center 
(PMRC) forced record companies to put warning labels 
on rock albums found offensive by the public. Today, 2 
Live Crew, who were acquitted Oct.20 of obscenity 
charges resulting from a nightclub show, is just one of 
many rap and heavy metal groups under fire for produc
ing albums with offensive language and explicit content. 
This time, however, rather than succumb to pressure 

groups such as the PMRC, the music industry is fight
ing back. 

Capitol Records, the label for rap artists M.C. Ham
mer, Beastie Boys and C.P.O., appears to be taking de
fensive measures. Along with the usual "Parental Advi
sory" sticker, the record company also is slapping onto 
the more explicit titles an additional sticker saying that 
the company is against censorship and will fight any ef
forts in court to ban the sale of their albums. Other 
record companies, such as Virgin Records, are making 
the same move as well. Although explicit lyrics can be 
found in some of their artists' albums, Virgin Records 
ignores the "parental-advisory" sticker, opting instead for 
a label calling for protection of First Amendment rights. 
The headline on the sticker says it all about the labels' 
opinions: "Censorship Is UnAmerican." 

In addition to the record labels, music artists and 
their relatives also are taking a stand. Sixty-six-year-old 
Mary Morello, whose son plays in a heavy metal band, 
formed Parents For Rock and Rap, a nationwide anti
censorship organization that has members in about 30 
states. The organization recently initiated letter-writing 

and phone-call campaigns aimed at record chains banning 
certain albums, as well as government officials propos
ing obscenity rulings and the like. 
One recording artist, who took a stand against censorship 
in a unique but controversial way, is alternative-rock art
ist Sinead O'Connor. In August, she was banned from 
New Jersey's Garden State Arts Center for refusing to 
play "The Star Spangled Banner" before her show there. 
She defended her action on the MTV Video Music 
Awards, which took place Sept. 6. When her video for 
the song "Nothing Compares 2 U" won Video Of The 
Year, O'Connor stated in her acceptance speech that her 
refusal to play the national anthem was an example of 
censorship's effects on certain people's affections toward 
censored music. · 
The battle between the music industry and morality
minded pressure groups is far from over. But with enthu
siastic organization and attention-commanding actions, 
the industry is showing sign·s that they have no inten-· 

tion of giving up the fight. 



Successful blood drive benefits all 
By KAREN BURRIS 
Staff Reporter 

Since the first blood drive at the CoYege of The 
Mainland in November 1979 the number of participants 
has gradually grown from 28 donors in 1979 to 133 don
ors this fall. This fall's blood drive was held Oct. 9 and 
10. 

"The blood drive this year was successful," said 
Maryann Urick, Student Activities Board sponsor. "Not 
only will it benefit those who donated, but it will also 
benefit their families as well for one year, I am pleased 
with turn out of those who made the drive a success." 

The first day of the drive 68 units of blood were col
lected, and on the second 65 were collected for a total of 
133 units, Urick stated. That amount of blood will bene
fit 350 patients. 

Urick and 16 student volunteers organized and 
worked the drive. 

As an incentive to donate blood, free T-shirts and 
squeeze bottles/coffee mugs were given away. Rita 
McDermott and David Cook coordinated the drive and 
worked hard getting the publicity out They also screened 
the T-shirts bought by the SAB . . 

The Blood Center in Houston provided the squeeze 
bottles and coffee mugs. 

The Blood Center circulates around the county col
lecting units of blood taken to be stored in Houston. 

When donating blood a donor card is signed by the· 
donor to be carried in his wallet in the case of an emer
gency need for blood. A one-time donation of one unit of 
blood gives the donor and his family members access to 
blood, free of charge for up to one year. As a service to 
those donating blood the donor also is screened for cho
lesterol and anemia. 

For more information on when and where -the next 
blood drive will be held contact the Blood Center in 
Houston at (713) 791-6261 and ask for Gail. They travel 
all over the county in a mobile blood center and appear 
frequently in this area. . 

For more information on when and where the next 
blood drive will be held to contact the Blood Center in 
Houston at (713) 791-6261 and ask for Gail. They travel 
·all over the county in a mobile blood center and appear 
frequently in this area. 

Kelly May donates blood during the drime held Oct.9 
and 10. (Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

34 new members inducted into PTK 
BY PENNY BARRERA 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland's honor society, the Sigma 
Delta chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, inducted new mem
bers Sunday, Oct. 21, in a ceremony held in the Learn
ing Resource Center Auditorium. A reception followed 
in the pit area of the Administration Building. 

Al Garza, owner and instructor of the American Ka
rate Club and fourth degree black belt, was guest speaker 
at the ceremony. 

Garza gave an inspirational speech to the new mem
bers and performed two musical katas, Might for Right 
to the music of Exodus, Cho Sang to the music of 
"God Bless America" and a nunchaka kata to the music 
of "Danger Zone" from the movie Top Gun. 

According to club President Ginger McFall, a 3.6 
grade point average is required to become a member of 
PTK, as well as current enrollment in 12 hours of course 
work. PTK does not discriminate as to age, color or sex. 
G_rades and enrollment are the only factors in member
ship. Membership in PTK is recorded on college 
transcripts. 

PTK is actively involved with community service 
as well as school service. 

The club members currently are involved in a year

round food drive. This, according to McFall is a state-

wide project which puts the club in direct competition 
with other chapters. 

PTK is considering other activities such as conduct
ing a toy and clothing drive and participating in a tree 
planting day in January. 

The 1990 PTK officers are: McFall, president; Janet 
Sullivan, vice president; Meagan Bailey, secretary; Alice 
Blanton, treasurer; Esther J. Krawietz, reporter; Theresa 
Logsdon, historian; and faculty advisers Leslie Richard
son and Jim Griffiths. 

Tau of Texas Alumni chaptem1embers present in
cluded Monte Harris, president; and George Thomas, fa
culty adviser. 

The newly inducted 1990 members are: Dale L. 
Bozeman Jr., Connie L. Butler, Pamela J. Caldwell, 
J~es M. Callas, Alice H. Callier, Margaret J. Caylor, 
Michael Charlston, Minnie Cleveland, Cheri Couch, 
Rosalie Curry, Renell Eddingfield, Laura L. Gardner, 
Merle Gardner, Traci_D. Gavin, Mary Gillaspia., Rebecca 
Lyn Grigg and Loretta A. Hart . 

Also inducted: Tamara S. Hearn, Ruth Howell, Debi 
L. Hutchins, Debra James, Jason Lockwood, Stacy M. 
Lopez, Marilyn McCormick, Jose Morales, Carolyn 
Moser, Karen E. Newton, Susan L. Patina, Sam Pena 
Vali Reeves, Carolyn Sprouse, Dale Sullivan, Teres; 
Trygstad and Marilyn H. Varner. • 
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'Taking Time for Love' teleconference set for Nov.IS 
Marty Caylor, along with the Department of Social 

Sciences, is promoting a teleconference titled "Taking 
Time for Love." 

The target audience includes marriage therapists, 
counselors, pastors, psychologists, social workers, edu
cator and concerned couples, but anyone else is welcome. 

Topics of discussion are geared toward the changing 
patterns of marriage and the staggering rate of divorce. 

The goals of th~ tel~onference are to a) iden~y 

skills required for a successful marriage, b) identify key 
issues in a contemporary marriage from a variety of per
spectives, c) provide marriage skill-building exercises 
that help people negotiate alternative roles and d• demon
strate how men and women have differing views of 
change in marriage. 

'fhe presenters of this teleconference are Dr. Jon 
Carlson, a professor of psychology and counseling at 
Governors State University in Park Forest South, Ill., 

' . 

Dr. Augustus Y. Napier, director of the Family Work
shop, a treatment and training instiute in Atlanta, Ga., 
and Letty Cottin Pogrebin who is the founding Mitor of 
Ms. Magazine (1971-1987). 

The teleconference will be held Nov. 15, 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. in COMs teaching auditorium L-131. Registra
tion will be at the door and begins at 9:40 a.m. This tel
econference is free and is presented as a COM communi
ty service. 
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English instructor evokes students' creativity 
By DENISE KING 
Staff Reporter and 
TERESA TRYGSTAD 
Managing Editor 

The current problem with education leaves many 
people asking who cares about us? One answer is Lynn 
Colwell, adjunct English insructor at College of the 
Mainland. 

After nine years of teaching at different levels, Col
well believes students are something to be proud of. Col
well is proud to say that she has had several former stu
dents come back and tell her what they have gone on to 
study and also that her teaching influenced their lives in 
one way or another. 

Colwell believes in the need for "creativity and indi-

\ 
L 

I 
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English instructor Lynn Colwell at the board. 
(Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

viduality in the classroom." The real problem with edu
cation, she believes, is restriction on creativity. "I dislike 
the way they standardize at the lower levels particularly 
to ·the point of doing away with creativity and individual 
talents. I don't like the standardized test, I don't like to 
see children being taught in preparation for a test, I really 
dislike the system in that way." 

In Colwell's technical writing course, which she is 
teaching this semester at COM, she has encouraged crea
tivity. The class was sectioned off into groups and then 
told to come up with a topic that interested them and that 
theywould like to see implemented on campus, in the 
city or in the world. 

After coming up with a various topics, the class was 
given their assigment to write a proposal or analyitcal 
report on their topic. The topics include building a bike 
path in Galveston, building a light rail train system in 
Houston, living wills, the registration process at COM, 
a recycling project at COM, a career in public relation, 
and a system in which advanced English students tutor 
lower level English students. Students of the class are 
encouraged to take this assignment and try to implement 
it in real life, 

Colwell has taught the gifted program at the Dickin
son Junior High School. She also has taught in area 
high schools through the Fine Arts program at COM. 

Before the Christmas break last year, Colwell and 
Mac McConnell, another COM adjunct English instruc
tor, teamed up to coordinate the High School Fine Arts 
program which is offered to gifted seniors about to gradu
ate. 

Colwell brought a touch of culture and art to those 
students' lives by bringing not just textbooks, but live 
artists such as Brett· Jarrett, poet and full-time COM 
English instructor, to the student's classrooms. 

Colwell kept the standardization out of that program 
by allowing students to be creative in their response to 
those artists. Such freedom included sculpting something 
of their own in response to the sculptor, writing a poem 
to relay what they learned fromt Jarrett and submitting a 
photo collage to reflect the presentation by the photogra
pher. If the students didn't wish to do this, however, they 

Investing in children yields best return 
By DALE DIMITRI 

Staff Reporter 

Nothing is more important than a small child. But 
whether it be the hunger cry of an infant, or the inquisi
tive questions of a toddler; nothing is more demanding of 
attention than a baby. The first years of a child's life de
termine his basic personality. His first experiences with 
the "world"- home, parents, backyard and early playmates 
- become his world, his first impression of reality, right 
or wrong. 

Realizing the importance of the child's first years 
and how those times reflect on the future adult is some
thing America must begin to consider. Following are 
questions concerning children and their mothers, some 
disturbing facts about the existing problem and new, un
tried possible solutions to consider. 

Do most women have any choice but to 
work? Through their struggles women have won their 
right to choose whether to have a career or not. Ironical
ly, the majority of lower- and middle-income women 
now find themselves with no choice at all but to work 
just to make ends meet. Only the well-to-do can com
fortably afford the choice of having the traditional nurtur
ing house mom. Many women who "choose" to work 

. are forced to leave children home to fend for themselves \,,,,,,.,~, .. -,.._,,,._\•. ·. ,·. , ..... ,.. .. ~···" 

at young ages. 

How much do parents pay for day-care? 
How much do day-care workers do and how 
much money do they make? .All mothers under
stand the attention an infant requires. The typical state
allowed number of infants for one child-care worker is 
four to six, but in many states no regulation exist. Im
agine feeding, changing, washing and playing with four 
infants who are all going to need these activities at dif
ferent times. Imagine six. Despite this hard and crucial 
work, child-care workers are an occupational group. 
ranked in the lowest 10 percent of all wage earners. What 
kind of quality can you expect from a minimum-wage 
worlcer? 

As for parents, ."Child-care costs are out of reach of 
all but the most affluent of American couples," accord
ing to AFL-CIO News , 1987. In 1987, a median in
come of $19,396 (two-parent) could expect to pay 
$5,818.80 of that on child care. 

Why are most single mothers trapped in 
poverty? The median income in 1987 for single wom
en was $13,008 and child-care costs would consume al
most one fourth of that per child. A minimum-wage 
worker with two children would spend almost all of her 
income on child care, which is inconceivable as well as 

See Invest Page 11 
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could wnte a cnuque, a story, or a news arucle. 
After having taught on such different levels, Colwell 

decided she liked teaching at the college level best. 
"Mostly I like the fact that the students want to be here. 
They're very interested in learning without being forced 
to go to school." 

Colwell also is a champion of women and strives to 
help all the women who come through her classes, espe
cially those who are coming back to school after raising 
a family. 

Education has always been a part of Colwell's c·amr. 
She has held as many as five part-time jobs since she 
quit teaching full time. Even those jobs were education
related, such as tutoring, selling educational toys and 
substituting. Now in addition to teaching English classes 
at COM and fine arts at the area high schools, she also 
teaches COm English classes to Spanish-speaking adults 
in a League City church. Colwell has an undergraduate 
degree in Spanish and studied in Spain for three months 
during her college years. 

Colwell writes poetry and short stories to express 
her own creativity. "A Fable of Time" written by Col
well and illustrated by her sister was published in San 
Jacinto College's creative writing magazine Deja Vous. 
She also had a poem published. 

Creativity is in Colwell's blood. She was born in 
London and when she was two, she got lost on a street 
where she and her mother ~ere well known. Her mother 
searched the street and asked everyone if they had seen 
her daughter. Finally a "bobby" (policeman) helped her, 
and on the second round through the shops they walked 
into a candy store and found her behind the counter "sur
rounded by candy and money. I had an imaginary play
mate that I was dividing the candy and money with. 'One 
for you and one for me and one for you and one for me."' 

Colwell has ·been married for 15 years to her hus
band, Charlie. They have two sons, Chad, 6, and Beau, 
almost 3. Though career and family do not allow her 
much time for reading, she does have her favorite book, 
Don Quixote by Cervantes. After reading the novel in 
both English and Spanish, she adopted its motto for her 
own, "To dream the impossible dream." 
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Invest money in children's futures; not prisons 
Continued from Page 10 ---------

impossible, so welfare becomes the best choice for these 
women. 

Of the more than 63 million children under age 18 
in 1988, roughly one fourth were living in single-parent 
homes and usually with the mother. These children are 
more likely to live in poverty than children with two 
parents. "Nearly 45 percent of single-parent families 
headed by women were living below the poverty line," 
according to the Editorial Research Report, 1990. More 
disturbing is the fact that the vast majority of black chil
dren are living in mother-only homes and poverty. 

What happens to children who grow up in 
poverty? Milton Terris, editor of the Journal of Public 
Health Policy said, "Poverty produces low self-esteem, 
mental dysfunction, alcoholism, drug addiction and vio
lence. Poor nutrition lowers resistance to many diseas
es. Illiteracy is a serious obstacle to learning about pre
ventive measures such as personal hygiene, 
immunization, and lifestyle changes." 

Terris's assertion of poverty causing drug addiction 
and violence can be proved by the state of the impover
ished black community. One fourth of black males be
tween the ages of 20-29 are in state prisons, jails, on 
probation or on parole. The leading cause of death of 
black males is at the hands of other black males. 

What is being done about this increasing 
crime among young men, and why isn't it 
working? The old band-aid solutions: stepping up law 
enforcement, stiffer penalties, and building more prisons 
to combat the crime problem have failed financially and 
crime has only increased. Reduced number of marriage
age black males fuel the cycle of more female-headed im
poverished households, thus cranking out more deprived 
youngsters. There are more factors contributing to the in
carceration rate of young blacks to be sure. But when 
mommy is 16, daddy is in jail and your backyard is in 
the ghetto, children usually won't have. a great deal of 

self-respect. And without self-respect, how can one re
spect others? 

What are some fresh approaches to the 
many problems arising from our poorly or 
unattended children many of whom grow up in 
peer-group oriented, drug infested, ghettoized 
cultures? Why not, for a change, start by investing in 
our babies - those of every color? Many ways of doing 
this have been suggested. The lack of affordable, quality 
child care and prenatal care in the richest country in the 
world is deplorable. Our society is in desperate need of 
decent, inexpensive care for our children. The develop
ment of a state-run quality day-care system, fair to both 
the worker and parent should be at the top of our law
makers' agenda. 

It is a bitter irony that pro-lifers - proponents of the 
sanctity of life before birth - are generally among the 
same folks dismissing strong national child-care and free, 
easily accessible quality prenatal care as a step toward so
cialism. 

Prenatal care is important for the healthy develop
ment of an embryo. It is a preventive measure guarding 
against low birth weight, infant mortality and torturous 
birth defects. Twenty-one nations have an infant mortali
ty rate lower than that of the United States. 

Laws requiring companies to give mothers or fathers 
maternity leaves for relatively long periods of time with 
three quarters pay and a guarantee of job security during 

their absence - is another approach. 

Adding day care onto the elementary school system, 
making preschool and kindergarten have longer hours, 
making head-start type programs and preschool required 
and free is another way to attack the problem. 

What do we have to gain? If we pay up front 
for any of the proposed solutions, our profits will return 
in the form of more healthy, well-adjusted children re
sulting in lower drug-addiction, fewer teen-age pregnan-

cies and a greatly reduced crime rate. 

And what of monetary gain? 1) For every dollar 
spent on making prenatal care widely available, we will 
save $3.30 in future medical costs, according to the 
Houston Post, Oct. 30, 1990. 2) The availability of in
expensive quality child care will allow more mothers to 
freely enter the work force thus relieving the welfare pro

gram and increasing productivity. 3) According to the 
Houston Post, "A study of American prison systems 
says a child can be educated in public schools from age 4 
(Head-Start type programs) through four years of college 
for less than it costs to incarcerate a prisoner for one 
year." Which wolild you rather pay for? 

Where would the money come from? If our 
leaders wolild get their priorities straight then only a 
small tax increase would be necessary. For example, the 
Pentagon is planning to manufacture 15 Stealth Bom
bers at $875 million apiece. Just the price of one of 
these bombers could be a sufficient start on a child's life 
investment! How many $25,000 salaries are in $875 
million anyway? The point is, since the United States 
and the Soviet Union have the combined force to destroy 
every man, woman and child on earth 20 times over 
why not put destruction on hold and concentrate on oU: 
babies?· 

Of course affordable, quality prenatal care, child-care 
and other programs beneficial to children are only one 
answer to the problems plaguing our society. But it is 
an issue we must come to terms with in order to curb.,. 
the myriad of problems arising from a misguided and 
deprived youth. The current remediesjust aren't working. 
We need to fight poverty, unemployment, low wages 

and ghettos, not the criminals who are products (most of 
them) of thos~ societal diseases. We must start concen-

trating our efforts on the causes instead of the effects. 

English class does haunting research in cemetery 
By DEBBIE RODRIGUEZ 
Staff Reporter 

If you seem to frighten easily and certain things can 
spark an eerie feeling in you, then you wouldn't have 
wanted to go on this trip. 

Each year College of the Mainland English instruc
tor Brenda Brown takes her English 237 Special Literary 
Topics class to the cemetery. Yes! the cemetery, and on 
Halloween night 

So thelnterCOM decided to ask Brown before this 
year's trip just what it is they do in the middle of the 
night on Halloween in a cemetery. Well, what we found 
out was honestly interesting. 

Brown explained that her class covers various topics 
throughout the semester. In one class several years ago, 
as they were studying areas of poetry, they came across 
epitaphs. They talked about a man buried in Tombstone, 
Ariz., whose inscription read something like this, "Here 
lies Lester Moore, but a slug from a .44 now there is 
no Les and no more." 

As the class became more interested, they decided 
to go out and look at epitaphs on tombstones. Since 
Halloween was just around the comer, they decided to 
take a trip to a cemetery on Halloween. Now it has be
come a tradition For Brown's class to go out on what 
some students refer to as "the cemetery crawl." 

The class takes various charcoal rubbings, photo
graphs and moldings of the grave stones, which Brown 
says is very educational since they study the dates and 
what is said on them. Sometimes they even research cer
tain dates if they find a number of people died on the 
same day, to see if maybe there was some sort of disas
ter. 

Brown says the class usually visits two to three ce
meteries around Huntsville and New Waverly and are al
ways escorted by security from COM. 

This year Brown and her group visited the Oakwood 
Cemetery in Huntsville where Sam Houston is boried. 
They collected a great number of rubbings and photos, 
Brown said, and even though there was a near full moon, 
nothing bad happened. 

According to Brown everyone had a really good 
time, yet she wanted to stress the importance of the edu• 
cational part of the trip and offered a poem that ohe of 
her students wrote after visiting the cemetery. "It was not 
an assignment," BroW!) emphasized. The poem seems to 
reflect her feelings toward the visit 

' . 

Sentry In The Woods 
by Sharon Mu"ay 

Florescent glow, the angry eye 
Of sentry in the wood, 

Stands guard beneath the moonlit sky 
And arched cathedral hood. 

Approach ye not this sacred ground 
Upon Allhallows Eve, 

Unless you feel the pain abound, 
Unless you've come to grieve. 

Once seekers come with hidden dreams, 
They pass through sacred veils; 

Amid the blather and their beams 
An anguished mother wails. 

A mother's loss, a mother's pain, 
A fathers bitter tears 

Surrond the place their son has lain 
Throughout these many years. 

At five years old, his life was but 
A whisper.passing by; 

His bond with earth too early cut, 
His hopes too young to die. 

Dark powers lie in furled breast 
To watch as guests arrive, 

And listen to their heart's request, 
The goals to which they strive. 

So dare ye not approach this space 
With heart or dreams afoul, 

Nor desecrate the resting place 
Of Rawley Rather Powell. 

~:ld11~ih'I 
r•u•~•!'-ea··,~·••Pi~l .... · .......,........,;,;;;...........,.........,.__.....~. 
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Two COM students talk in front of the library at the SAB Octoberfest held Oct. 4 during College Hour. 

SAB Holiday Dance Nov. 16 
By TERESA TRYGSTAD 
Managing Editor 

New place! New time! New music! 
Previously, College of the Mainland has co

sponsored a Pre-Holiday Dance with Galveston College. 
But, due to the GC Student Government's financial prob
lems, the organization has been disbanded. Therefore, 
GC will not be involved in this year's Holiday Dance. 

The dance, however, will go on as scheduled. 
COMs Student Activities Board will proceed as planned 
and will sponsor the dance set for Friday, Nov. 16. 

The location of the dance has been changed. This 
year it will be held in the Tremont House in the Top 
Gallant Ballroom which is above The Wentletrap Restau
rant. Both are located in the Historical Strand District in 
Galveston. Valet parking will be available, but after 6 
p.m. parking is free. 

The dance will start at 8 p.m., but unlike in past 
years will end at midnight, one hour earlier than usual. 

In the past music for the dance was provided by a 
live band, but this year the music will be presented by a 
newly developed disk jockey company, The Newzone. 
The DJ. will be COM student Mark De Lange, who was 
the DJ. at SAB's Octoberfest. He said to expect current 
dance music as well as oldies and a few country tunes and 
that he also will taking requests throughout the evening. 

A buffet, which will include hot and cold hors 
d'oeuvres such as egg rolls, sesame chicken, crab balls, 
assorted finger sandwiches, and a cheese and fruit tray, 
will be offered at 8 p.m. on a first come, first serve ba
sis. 

The Holiday Dance is free to COM credit students 
with their current college I.D. card. Advance tickets are 
on sale in the gymnasium lobby for $2. Tickets at the 
door will be $4. 

Babes in Arms light comedy fare 
Continued from Page 1 

Meanwhile, love is in -full bloom for apprentice 
_ Susie Ward (Andree Langlois) as she tries to snatch the 
attention of musical coordinater Valentine White (James 
Shinn) away from Jennifer. 

The stormy romance between celebrity hopeful Ter
ry (Robin Jones) and her fellow apprentice, the loveable 
lummox Gus (Andy Aybar) is also a joy to watch as the 
entire group struggles to get their revue finished and seen 
by big-wig producer Steve Edwards (John Paul Faour). 
This is all in an attempt to help their pal, who is indebt
ed to Fleming, the strong yet sensitive Bunny Byron 
(Jennifer Jackson). 

The cast has helved put together an entertaining 
production and has given life to some memorable charac
ters also. Stanton is unforgettable as Lee Calhoun, the 
pompous and tempermental playwright. Jackson is a joy 
as Bunny. Both she and Langlois as Susie keep the kid's 
spirits high, while Miller and Queen give us the feeling 
that Fleming and Mrs. Owen are two of a kind made for 
each other. 

Cheers also go to Shepards for her performance as 
Jennifer, the teen star with a heart of gold, and to Faour 

for his portrayal of Steve Edwards, the worldly young 
producer. The exuberant apprentices feature great cbncing, 
acrobatic and comedic skills. 

Though the musical is full of laughs and gags, the 
performance of The Deep North stands as the most hilar
ious of all the scenes. Babes also contains classic musi
cal numbers including "My Funny Valentine", "Where or 
When" and "The Lady is a Tramp" by the famous team 
of Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart. All build up to the 
spectacular finale featured in the apprentice's revue. 

The Babes in Arms team, from the cast to the crew 
behind the scenes, pulled together, rolled up their sleeves 
and worked hard to accomplish making a visual treat for 
even the toughest audience to enjoy. 

Babes in Arms opened Nov. 8 and runs on Thurs
days, Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m. through Dec. 16. 
Sunday matinees are at 2:30 p.m. This show is not on 
Season Subscription, which means if you buy a season 
pass it will not be listed and payment will be required. 

Tickets are as follows: "A" section $11, "B" sec
tion $9 and "C" section $7. There is a $3 discount for 
students and senior citizens. Theater ticket office hours 
are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

All students planning to return to school for the 
spring semester of 1991 should be aware of changes in 
early registration dates. 

Early advisement and registration will be conducted 
from Nov. 20-30. This time period is abbreviated from 
previous registration schedules. On Nov. 20, 26 and 27 
permits to register and fee payments can be picked up 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. On Nov. 21-22, 28-30, the hours 
will be from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Early registration provides students with certain ad
vantages: best choice of classes and more time -to talk 
about programs and plans. Academic advisement and 
counseling is available during the same times as previ
ously mentioned. 

The Organization for African American Culture will 
hold a "Party Jam" fundraiser dance Saturday, Nov; 17, 
from 8p.m.- la.m. All college students as well as high 
school students are invited. The dance will be held in the 
College of the Mainland Gym. Tickets will be on sale 
for $3 a person beforehand and at the door. D.J. Kaoz 
will provide music. 

For more information contact Al Bass, club spon
sor, at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 419. 

A printmaking exhibition "Printmaking '90" opened 
Nov. 8 and will show through Dec. 14 in the College of 
the Mainland Art Gallery. Artists showing their work in
clude, Mark Anderson, Eric A very, Linda Lee Boyd, Pen
ny Ceding, Sue Coe, Robert Levers, Roy Ragle and 
Gary Brent Washmon. 

For more information contact Dr. Richard W. Lizza, 
Art Gallery director, or Joyce Palmer, Fine Arts secre
tary, at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 354 or 

348. 

RSVP dance 

Director of the Retired Seniors Volunteer Pro
gram Lois Holden (on left) and Bessie Sanford, 
Vice Chairwoman of the RSVP advisory com
mittee, pose next to the organization's slogan at 
the RSVP Pre-Halloween Dance in the Student 
Center Oct. 24. 

(Photo by Brady Mahaney) 
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Anti-war veteran gives speech 
By DALE DIMITRI 
Staff Reporter 

"Today, the country, the world is on the edge of ca
tastrophe and I think that what we do, you and I, in the 
next few days, weeks or months is going to be· very, very 
important in terms of the post-war world," said David 
Dellinger to a packed crowd at College of the Mainland 
onNov.29. 

Dellinger a writer, organizer, long-time activist . 
and one of the Chicago Seven, discussed issues that af
fects the lives of many Americans, in his lecture, "The 
New Fight For Justice And Peace At Home, In The 
Middle East And Elsewhere." His lecture was fol
lowed by a discusion in which students, faculty and 
community members participated. 

Although he touched ~n several subjects, Delling
er's focal point was the injustice of the U.S. military 

presence in the Persian Gulf. Dellinger emphasized his 
point by eloquently rebuking many of the State Depart
ment's given justifications for trying to nudge the coun
try into a messy Middle East war. He then offered in
sights as to the true reasons we are in the Persian Gulf 
today. 

Dellinger began by pointing out why U.S. Troops 
are not in the Persian Gulf. "First of all, it's not because 
Saddam Hussein is a tyrant. He is a tyrant! He runs a ter
rible police state. But the United States supported him 
when he launched an unprovoked attack on Iran." He said 
that the United States at the time saw Hussein as "our" 
policeman of the gulf region. "So, the last time the 
United States had all of those troops and weaponry it 
was to protect Iraqi oil," Dellinger emphasized. 

"During this time, Hussein did such things as _using 

See Dellinger Page 8 

Fall '91 may see pool tables return 
By SUZANNE K. HARGROVE 
and FRANKIE RODRIQUEZ 
Staff Reporters 

The pool tables in the College of the Mainland 
Student Activities Center have been closed for almost 
half a year now, and.it is likely they will remain closed 
until late next year, That is what students who met 
with Dr. Don Bass~ dean of Instruction. and Student De
velopment, learned last month. 

Santa Claus raps (ho ho ho) with children from 
the Child Development Lab in the Student Center 
Dec. 11. Getting to talk to Santa and singing 
Christmas carols were the order of the day. 

(Photo by Frankie Rodriquez) 

Because of suspected gambling and drug traffick
ing, Dean Bass closed the tables this past summer. The 
good news is that Dean Bass is working on a plan to bet
ter monitor the tables and, thus, re-open them next fall. 

"We were having a lot of non-students camping out 
around the pool tables," Dean Bass said. "Campus police 
had witnessed gambling, and a female student reported 
to police that she had been offered cocaine." 

By KAREN BURRIS 
Staff Reporter 

See 1991-92 Page 7 

Hannah (not her real name) was invited to a 
friend's house for Thanksgiving~ After the usual dining 
on turkey and dressing and all the trimmings, Hannah 
was asked to write a Christmas wish list. Her list in
cluded: 1) a Monopoly game; 2) a Candyland game; 3) 
skates; and 4) money to help buy food for the family. 

Ten-year-old Hannah has four siblings ranging in 
age from 3 to 16. She knows how hard her parents work 
to keep them clothed and fed . Even at such a yo,ung age 
Hannah is aware of the hardships a large family can en
counter - especially at Christmas. 

Momma and Daddy arc counting on the kindness of 
the more fortunate to help make their children's dreams 
come true. 

As we all know Christmas is soon approaching. 
'Tis the season to be jolly and selfless. Every year the U. 
S. Marine Corps sponsors a Toys For Tots campaign to 
help put a little magic and joy into the hearts of those 
less fortunate children. With the Toys For Tots dona
tions little ones all over Galveston County will have 
at least 'one present from that one magical person they 
have waited for all year - Santa Claus. 

If you would like to make a toy donation, the chil-

See Marines Page 10 

Longtime political activist David Dellinger addresses 
the issue of U.S. involvement in the Persian Gulf. Known 
for non-violent protests of U.S. militarism, Dellinger 
called for an end of U.S. military presence in the Middle 
East in his two speeches at COM Nov. 29. 

(Photo by Frankie Rodriqun) 

Staffer design wins 
Power Duck contest 

By DE6BIE RODRIGUEZ 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Art Associa
tion recently sponsored an art contest in search of 
a few good ducks - Power Ducks that is. The· new 
logo is for COM's soccer team that was created 
last year as the Power Ducks under the direction 
of Coach David Perez. 

COM photography instructor Mona Mar
shall said there were only five entries for the 
contest. The Art Association looked them over 
and decided on graphic arts major and lnterCOM 
staffer Thomas Overbcck's design. 

"Thomas had an interesting idea of turning 
I.he word COM into the shape of a duck," Mar
shall explained. "It was very neat." 

Overbeck was excited about winring the con
test. "It's a nice honor and I hope they put the de
sign to good use." 

Overbeck will receive a free T-shirt with the 
design printed on it, as well as the honor of see
ing his design on other Power Ducks souvenirs. 
The Power Ducks T-shirts will beocme avaiala
ble the last week in January and may be purchased 
from the Art Association, Marshall, sponsor of 
the association, indicated. 
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Editorials/News 
Trygstad to leave 
InterCOM family 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Starr Reporter 

A long time ago ... in a galaxy far, far away ... 
there came to lnterCOM a bold, new editor (OK, so it 
wasn't that long ago and it wasn't in a far away galaxy, 
so sue me). That editor was known only as Teresa Tryg
stad. 

Trygstad, a Dickinson High School graduate, tran
serred to COM from Alvin Community College in 
spring 1989 and started working for the InterCOM in 
the fall of that same year. At that time she also was 
elected vice president of COM's Student Activities 
Board. 

The 21-year-old became assistant editor last spring 
and is the current managing editor. She also helped out 
on the 1990 summer issue of the InterCOM. But alas, 
she is leaving the InterCOM nest 

Trygstad's time at Alvin Community College and 
COM have collectively provided her with enough cred
its to march in the May 1991 graduation ceremony. 
However, she is completing course work this December 
for her associate's degree. Eventually she plans to ob
tain a degree in journalism. 

The editor is an intelligent and witty variation of 
the girl-next-door type whose interests range from 
dancing and solving jigsaw puzzles with family, to re
laxing at home and watching various movie classics. As 
you search through the locks of long, curly hair and peer 
tt the person behind the glasses, you see a delightful 
voung woman with the admirable talent of being ex-

tremely good with people. 
"The family-type atmosphere is the thing I will 

miss most about COM once I graduate," Trygstad says. 
"There is kind of a 'willing to help' atmosphere around 
the campus among the faculty, counselors and stu
dents." 

There is no doubt that the constantly clad-in-pink 
editor will be sorely missed by the InterCOM staff. 
All of us wish her the best of luck for a truly prosper
ous future. 

~~rnSii. 
lnterCOM 

Managing Editor Teresa Trygstad 

Assistant Editor Penny Barrera 

Photography Editor Brady Mahaney 

STAFF REPORTERS 
Karen Rwris 
Rodney Conley 
Dale Dimitri 
Suzanne K. Hargrove 
Paul N. Herny 
Coonie McCullcn 
lbomas Overbeck 
Debbie Rodriguez 
Frankie Rodriquez 
Dawn M. Runner 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 
Penny Barrera 
Brady Mahaney 
Frankie Rodriquez 

TYPESETTER 
Debbie Rodriguez 

LAYOUT ARTIST 
Stacy Gilbert -· fonner lntCICOM editor 

INTERCOM ADVISER 
Astrid H. Lowery 

IM•tCOJI, aT-~Pnu ~ ----wimia& ....-. ii produced by and far 
- at Callq,afdM: Maolmd; 1200 Amllum llaod;T ... Clly. TCUI 77591; (409) '11-1211, ar 

(713) 214-3991, Elli. 214. CallqoatdM:Mamlmd lo m/JllltJmm--..,...i ~-
lion ..S doca: DIil diacrimnae on die bu ol nee. mlDr. D---1 arip, acs. aip,a. bmdiclp orVia.-

... vcurm Sllla. 

More to COM than 01eets the eye 

Teresa 
Trygstad 

Get involved! 

For students who consider College of the 
Mainland a boring college, I would like to present 
an interesting idea on how to improve the activi
ties on campus. GET INVOLVED! 

I have overheard conversations of fellow stu
dents who have said they think COM is a boring 
campus. When I confronted them about the short
age of student support for campus clubs, and sug
gested they join the Student Activities Board, they 
politely backed out and said they didn't have time 
for that sort of thing. Who does? If you care 
enough, you will make time. 

As past vice president of the COM SAB, I 
have seen the SAB board down to about five active 
members at one time. I knew we were hurting for 
student support, I just didn't know how badly. 

This fall I had the opportunity to attend a 
convention where almost all colleges from New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas and Louisiana were 

brought together to share ideas. It was at this con
vention that I talked- to other students of commu
nity colleges and found out that their boards have 
reached such heights as 40 active members at one 
time. 

College of the Mainland clubs are lacking 
student support. Faculty club advisers cannot have 
events if they do not have the help of students. 

In recent years the SAB has had to go .outside 
of COM to find volunteers to help with their 
events. 

Being a member of a club or organization has 
several benefits. A student can refine skills he 
will need in future business applications such as 
leadership, communication and organizational 
skills. 
, · · Besides these learned skills, one can have fun 
organizing an event and then see people enjoying 
themselves. The successful completion of an 
event gives a person great satisfaction. 

If the above benefits don't attract you, think 
of it like this: Being a member of a club gives you 
a reason to come to school other than just going to 
classes. Some people walk around like zombies. 
Drive to school, walk to class, walk to the car, go 
home. Add some spice to your life, be a part of an 
organization. 

Your life is what you make it. 

SAB supports smokers in kicking habit· 
By KAREN BURRIS 
Starr Reporter 

The National American Smokeout held nationwide 
Nov. 15 was a success at College of the Mainland, ac
cording to student David Cook, member of the Student 
Activities Board. Cook, and students Leslie King and 
Hope Stabs coordinated the Smokeout table located 
inthe Student Center lobby. 

"For the time and energy involved, the Smokeout 
has been a success," Cook said. 

"Positive attitude is what we are projecting and 
smokers are trying to quit." Cook continued: "They 
come in and see all the positive posters and brochures, 
and I think that gives them a little incentive to take that 
first step toward quitting. Those who are looking for 
excuses to quit, fintl this as something to give them a 
push in the right direction without someone nagging 
them. I am happy with the turnout and think the Smoke
out was a big success here on campus." 

Smokers were asked not to light up for just one day 
out of the. year. The hope was that smokers :would dis-

cover that if they can stop for just 24 hours they can quit 
for good. 

Doctors have proven' that nicotine is more addictive 
than heroine. This discovery scares some smokers be
cause of the withdrawal symptoms they might experi
ence. The SAB was there to help give positive support to 
those wanting to throw the pack away but are hesitant 
to do so. 

The SAB student volunteers were at their "com
mand posts" at 8 a.m. armed with a wide variety of am
munition in the form of literature to help those want

ing to quit smoking. 

Cook, King and Stabs also were handing out stickers, 
bubble gum, mints and iron-on transfers. Non-smokers 
and those who have conquered the nicotine demon re
ceived stickers that read "Kiss Me I Don't Smoke." 

The majority of COM students are young and ha
ven't been smoking for a long period of time. The bro
chures the SAB volunteers handed out were informa
tive. They definitely make a smoker think twice before 
lighting another cigarette. 



Pregnancy brings 
confused emotions 

Su~nne 
Hargrove· 

Pregnancy. It begins with an overwhelming emo
tion that in no way can be explained the same by any 
woman. For me it is a feeling of accomplishment that 
cannot be compared to any other goal ever achieved. Sad
ly enough, many women do not feel the same way I do, 
and that is why abortion and pro-life stances have be
come such great issues in today's society. 

Eight months ago I found out I was pregnant. At 
first I did not even think about the fact that I would be 
raising a child alone, and that another individual would 
be my responsibility for at least the next 18 years. All 
I could think about was the prospect of being a mother 
and having someone to share my life. These are probably 
the same feelings that other expectant mothers have ex
perienced. Luckily, I have the resources and the support 
that I need to raise a child. Unfortunately, others in my 
position are not so lucky. 

This is the reason that it is so important for law
makers and everyone else to keep an open mind when it 
comes to making laws concerning an unborn child's 
rights as a human being. It isn't only a question of mur
der. 

If a mother is not prepared emotionally, financial
ly or physically for a child, the child may not have the 
kind of life he should. The child may be deprived of the 
attention he requires, the medical visits he need and the 
education that he deserves. Most importantly he may be 
deprived of motherly love and devotion. 

Suppose a woman is raped and later finds out that 
she is pregnant. Not only does she feel violated, but for 
the next nine months she will be carrying a reminder of 
the immense trauma she suffered. And if she does decide 
to go on with the pregnancy, which lawmaker is going 
to be there to explain to her child that he was the result 
of such a violent act? 

Are these things being considered when lawmakers 
sit down to vote on what is best for a child? Who but 
the mother in that situation truly knows what is best 
for her unborn child? 

I do not believe in abortion for myself, and this was 
never an option for me. But I felt better knowing that it 
was a decision that I was free to make and that it was an 
option I could choose legally. 

InterCOMments 
Dr. Johnston praises staff 

Dear editor: 
Astrid, I want to commend you and the staff 

of the IntqCOM for a quality newspaper (No
vember issue). I am impressed with the variety of 
articles and the information contained. 

I look forward to the next issue. 
Bob Johnston 

(Director of addmissions 
and records/registrar) 

Editors Note: The InterCOM staffers would 
like to thank all of the faculty and staff for their 
kind words of support. The letters and comments 
we have received mean a great deal to us and we 
are grateful for them taking the time to show 
their appreciation. Again, thanks to alJ. 
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Continuing education aids job hunting 
By DALE DIMITRI 
Staff Reporter 

To most people the Continuing Education pro
grams (CE) consist of General Education Degree (GED) 
classes for students who could not complete their high
school educations or leisure-time activities for senioir 
citizens. These are important areas of College of the 
Mainland's CE program, but as an overall description 
the above is narrow. 

When people consider college, they rarely think of 
non-credit courses that make up CE. "I think sometimes 

, the public doesn't have a understanding of a true com
prehensive community college," commented Bob Shinn, 
director of Continuing Education. 

"Many still think in terms of junior colleges, 
where their primary purpose was to prepare a student 
for transfer to a university, wher in fact most of the 
populace have no intention, desire or even aptitude to 
gel a four year degree," Shinn said. "They are interested 
in short-term training or education that will get them 
out into the job market." 

This "training for the job market" Shinn speaks of 
is one of the most popular areas in COM's wide array of 
non-credit courses, specifically the business office occu
pation related division. Non-credit training can hold a 
lot of weight in finding a job. Certifications may be 
earned in a variety of categories such as refrigerator re
pair, professional teller training, computer language us
age, air conditioning repair, auto repairs, welding and 
many others; according to the CE catalog. 

Another part of CE which deals with careers but 
not in service technology, is the training of community 
servants in such fields as emergency care, law enforce
ment and fire fighting. 

CE is also considered a community service pro
gram, with basic education classes being free. The most 
popular are the GED preparatory courses. Adults who 
can'.t read, may enroll in Beginning Reading and/or Basic 
Skills class(es). Free courses offered to immigrants or 
illegal aliens include: English for Speakers of Other 
Languages, U.S. Citizenship/Amnesty or English for _ 
Legalization. 

As a better alternative to GED, although not free, 
COM offers a high-school diploma program. Students 
unable to return to high-school may earn a diploma 
from one of COM's five surrounding school districts. 

CE also offers a summer school program from any 
of <;OM'S surrounding school districts. 

As another community service, senior citizens may 
enroll at half the price in non-credit classes. "Learning 
doesn't stop just because a person is retired or just be
cause they're 70 years,old," Shinn explained, when dis-

cussing the high enrollment of senior citizens in 
COM's CE program. "We have a computer basics class 
that has nothing but seniors in it." 

Non-credit classes at COM are not all directly 
geared at cranking workers into the job market, nor al 
basic educational skills. Many classes appeal to one's 
special interest or hobbies. These include such athletic 
areas as camping, canoeing and dancing; to more relax
ing or thoughtful courses such as embroidery, ceramics, 
writing, painting and more. 

COMs theater production department is on a non
credit basis, although there are some credit theater arts 
classes. 

According to Shinn, the popularity of some special 
interest classes are dependent on need. "If we would 
have offered a course in Conversational Japanese two or 
three years ago, no one would have signed up. But today 
with the recent influx of Japanese business, specifically 
the Mitsubishi people, we filled up Conversational Jap
anese, and then filled up another one soon after." 

Courses such as Japanese cooking or Japanese cul
ture would also be likely fill-ups Shinn speculated. The 
popularity of many classes are affected by fads, world 
and domestic affairs or other time-dependent factors. 

With the many types of classes, a wide selection of 
instructors are needed to sustain the CE department. 
The qualifications of instructors range from doctorates 
to "good experience and reputations". Shinn said. The 
qualifications of any one instructor depends on the type 
of course and type of certification desired by the stu
dent. 

The CE program reaches out and touches more insti
tutions than any other part of COM. It is related and af
filiated with numerous other programs, businesses, or
ganizations and agencies. Certification agencies are 
involved to regulate and make credible such areas as De
fensive Driving or categories including welding and re
frigerater repair. Students in a banking or flower ar
ranging course sometimes meet at the bank or florist 

Unlike credit admissions, non-credit students may 
enroll at almost any time, and courses start and con
clude at various ,times year round. Defensive Driving is 
offered continuously each class lasting one or two days. 
The average yearly enrollment for the entire ·CE pro
gram over the last few years is roughly 15,000, said 
Shinn. The total program approximately yields 
$1,250,000 yearly income which is approximately less 
than IO percent of COM's yearly earnings, according to 
Shinn. 

If you are in need of a basic education, or a decent 
job that doesn't require a four-year degree, or w>nt to 
get a traffic citation off your records or have a hobby to 
follow up on the CE could be the thirig {orsou. , . , . , . , 
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The. C::OM J~ Co"bo, directed by Sparky Koerner, perfor~s a: impromptu.roncert f.or stodt»ts; faculty · . 
and staff during College Hour in front of the Learning Resource Center Nov, 20. ·· 

, (Photo by Frankie Rodriquez) 
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SAB elects new officers, plans for new year 
By DAWN RUNNER 
Staff Reporter 

College of lhe Mainland's Sludent Activities 
Board will be bringing in the new year with new ideas 
and new people. 

The SAB elected new officers on Tuesday, Nov. 20. 
The voting process was a lengthy ordeal, but everyone 
applauded the new officers whose positions were well 
deserved. The election of some positions was a difficult 
decision. The candidates for these positions were very 
qualified and presented good speeches explaining why 

they should hold that position, such as secretary or 
treasurer. 

The envelope please. The new officers for the SAB 
during the next year will be: Carol Bower, president; 
Rita McDennott, vice president ; Paula Mizzles, secre
tary; Paula Felder, treasurer; Felicia Escobar, parli
mentarian; J9C Velasquez, chairman of oands; Onnond 
James, chairman of speakers; Jackie Davison, historian; 
and Stephinia Hobbes, Student Activities Council rep
resentitive. 

The new ideas for SAB activities will be discossed 
by the new officers and members in upcoming meetings. 

'Tis the season to be busy ... 

Clubs participate 
in holiday things 
BY PENNY BARRERA 
Assistant Editor 

It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas, every
where you go, including College pf the Mainland. All 
around campus, clubs are sponsoring food drives, throw
ing parties and singing and playing Christmas music. 
Did your club sponsor a food drive, have a songfest or 
throw a party? Well, here are a few of the clubs that 
participated in the spirit of Christmas this year. 

The Office of Equal Educational Opporlunity and 
the Organization of African American Culture hosted a 
party honoring Kwanza an African holiday Dec. 14. 
They celebraled K wanza and the African culture with 
story telling, African dances, music and food. Guests
were encouraged to attend in a traditional African dress. 
The holiday focused on the history and remembrance of 
the African culture, but stressed family togetherness 
according to OAAC President Lester Moore. The party 
was held on campus in the Learning Resource Center 
Teaching Auditorium, Room L-131 at 7 p.m. 

Phi Theta Kappa has been sponsoring a year-round 
food drive. At every meeting club members are asked to 
bring a non-perishable food item. Club members then 
rotate in taking the collected items to local food pan
tries. Esther J. Krawietz, club reporter, and Sherrie Hus
band delivered some items recently and stated that they 
enjoy helping the hungry all year and not just on Christ
mas. 

The Texas Nursing Students Association was in
volved with. several activities this season, according to 
Connie O'Kane, nursing faculty member. A box of in

. stant food items, cosmetic and personal items, was sent 
to military personnel under the direction of student 
Dana Aldridge. 

The son of a nursing student at COM is in the Mid
dle East, and this box was delivered to his ship for him 
and his friends, O'Kane explained. The box was mailed 
Nov. 28 and was expected to arrive in time for the 
Christmas holidays. 

1NSA also distributed food baskets to a freshman 
and to a sophomore student nurse in need. Fiesta, Food 
King and Texas Super Food Markets donated $ 10 and 
$15 gift certificates for the baskets. 

The association also hosted a Christmas pot-luck 
luncheon for the future nurses and staff in the nursing 
skills lab Dec. 5. .. 

Club Christian will sponsor arr on-campus food 
drive. A box will be placed in each building, according 
to Jo Ann Pevoto and Dr. Janith Stephenson, club spon
sors. The food, once collected, will be distributed to 
various charity organizations like the Salvation Army 
and local food pantries. Pevoto stated that the pantries 
in the Santa Fe area were especially low at this time . 
The collection of food began on Dec. 5 and contiues 
through Dec. 18. Club members Ella Lowe, Howard 
Clayton, Linda and Travis Woods, Yvonne Chapm~n 
and Gary Smith will be in charge of the boxes placed m 
different buildings on campus. 

Troy Fortenbery, president and Mark Faria~. vice 
president of the Art Association will be sponsonng ~e 
box in the Fine Arts Building. Pevoto stresses that 1f 
anyone knows of a worthwhile pantry that may need 
food to contact her at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
3991, Ext. 316 or Stephenson at Ext. 322. 

The Outdoor Club had a Christmas party on Dec. 15 
for anyone interested in being in the club and for cur
rent members. 
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Librarian enjoys college atmosphere 
Did you COM to 
the holiday dance? 

By DALE DIMITRI 
Staff Reporter 

It's that time of the year again. Term papers, reports 
and speeches weigh on stude_nts' heads. And the library 
swarms with the chaos of students in the hectic process 
of research. But, never fear, there to make your life easi
er is College of the Mainland's reference librarian, Ann 
Miller. 

Miller first went to work for COM 16 years ago, 
prompted by an ad sent to her expressing a desire for a 
reference librarian for a small comfortable staff. Mill
er feels that this "small comfortable staff' applies to 
the whole general atmosphere of COM and is one of her 
favorite traits of the school. 

COM librarian Ann Millerconfers with student assis
, tant Yolanda Mills about information on the computer. 

(Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

COM choirs present 
Christmas concert 

By RODNEY CONLEY 
Staff Report.er 

Both the COM Singers and the SJudio Singers treat
ed a College of the Mainland audience of young and old 
to a holiday concert Nov. 27 in the Fine Arts Building. 

The show began with choir director Hope Shiver 
leading her COM Singers thr<;mgh seven songs. Five 
were holiday-oriented songs: "Dixit Maria," "Brausten 
Alle Berge," "Three Christmas Minatures Number 
Two," 'Tn His Care-O" and "I'll Call In Aye By Yon 
Town"; one comedic venture, "Thrift"; and a sizzling re
ligious inspirational of "Praise Him." 

After a short break to allow for a costume change, 
the performers returned. 

The Studio Singers split from the larger group, and 
with instrumentalists Sam Antley on keyboards, Ken 
Grubb on bass guitar, Ken Valentino on guitar and Matt 
Crawford on drums staged a humorous and entertaining 
disagreement as a lead-in to a funky rendition of the fa
miliar tune "Do re mi." They then sang "Gold Mine" and 
followed that up with an arrangement of "Back to the 
'50s," which featured a few rock and roll classics of that 
era. 

Then it was the audience's turn to vocalize as Shiver 
led them through some pretty shaky renditions of "Deck 
The Halls," "Joy To The World," "Jingle Bells" and six 
others. After this, the Studio Singers returned to do 
what can only be described as an extremely weird finale 
called "Good King Kong Looked Out," which featured. 
their skills at playing kazoos. 

"There is more of an open relationship between u
dents and faculty at a community college," Miller 
mused. "Many times the same student I see at the refer
ence desk is the same student I see at the track or the 
weight room." Miller humorously recalled one stu
dent's comment to her in the weight room, "Oh, even the 
librarian lifts more than me." 

For research, a library is invaluable. Miller con
tends that a big problem for students doing research is 
what she terms an "information overload." For any giv
en topic, the library offers many·different angles of ex
amination from many different types of sources. 

"One of the main reasons students have trouble • 
with research is that elementary and high schools teach 
an unrealistic image of the research process," Miller 
stated. "They teach students to generate perfect outlines 
before doing research. 

"The initial stages of research are and should be 
chaotic and confusing," Miller explained. "This is due to 
the wealth of information available. A specific direc
tion is found after an initial analysis." 

Miller holds a master's degree in library science 
from the University of Texas, Austin, where she first 
obtained a bachelor's degree with a major in history and 
a minor in English. She also earned a master's in humani
ties with a concentration in film from University of 
Houston-Clear Lake. 

"I will always be taking courses, I love education," 
said Miller, who describes herself as an education gen
eralist. "I have some sort of an interest in just about any 
topic a student needs help with." 

She previously worked for the Texas State Library 
based in Odessa, in the archives department. Miller 
worked with 90 counties represented by district clerks 
to preserve historical documents. 

In her spare time, Miller's favorite hobbies are 
film analysis, physical fitness and camping. 

Miller commented, "The best thing about CO~. is: 
A. the students; B. the students; and C. the students. . 

Most of COM's faithful researchers count Ann 
Miller's helpful presence as a blessing. As for COM re
search newcomers, when things start getting kind of 
hectic, turn to the person at the reference desk. She can 
help. 

By THOMAS OVERBECK 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's Holiday Dance 
was held Nov. 16 in the Topgallant Ballroom 
above the Wentletrap Restaurant, lo.cated in 
Galveston's Historical Strand District. 

The Holiday Dance, sponsored by the Student 
Activities Board, was free to all COM credit stu
dents. Other people paid ahead of time or at the 
door for their tickets. Partygoers dropped the 
tickets into a box for a door prize drawing held 
later in the evening. 

The dance was well attended by faculty, staff · 
and COM students, as well as their friends. There 
was plenty of food in the room adjoining the 
ballroom, such as chicken strips, fried cheese 
sticks, crackers, cheese and various fruits. In the 
ballroom, bartenders served both soft drinks and 
liquor to thirsty guests. 

At the other end of the room, a disc jockey, 
COM student Mark DcLange of the DJ company 
Newzone, provided dance music. Throughout the 
room, Thanksgiving and Christmas decorations as 
well as balloons added to the dance atmosphere. 

The party went on as usual until around 10:45 
p.m., when it came time for the drawing for the 
door prize, which was a Minolta Freedom 50 auto
matic 35mm camera. SA,J3 President Brett Rachel 
and Vice President Teresa Trygstad sought out one 
of the dancers to draw the lucky t.icket. After two 
unsuccessful drawings, the. name Brady Mahaney 
was called out, and InterCOM's photography edi
tor stepped forward to add another camera to his 
collection. 

Ancr the drawing, the dancing resumed until 
midnight, when the party ended. The SAB collect
ed approximately $220 from the event, according 
to ActivitieCoordinator Maryann Urick. 

"The students felt good about it. It was a 
good turnout," Urick stated. 

3 music students win places in jazz band 

COM students Ken Valentino on guitar, Matt Crawford on drums and Rob Alley on trumpet won the honor 
of playing in the jazz band at the Texas Music Educators Convention in San Antonio in February. Earlier 
this year various members of bands submitted taped recordings of their music to be judged by the Texas 
Junior College Honors Band. Valentino, Crawford and Alley will perform with other winners from Texas 

under the direction of a guest conductor. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 
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Crude, Crushers among volleyball champions 
By FRANKIE RODRIQUEZ 
Staff Reporter 

- ~-ge_o_f_th_e_M_a_i-nl-a-nd-f-al_l_v_o_ll_ey_b_al_l_se-a-

son came to an exciting conclusion in early December as 
champions were crowned in four different leagues. 

The most exciting championship game was in the 
A-B league. Somebody Else and La Bomba battled in a 
two-hour match. Only in this case, it could be called a 
mis-match. · 

La Bomba played with.only five players against the 
regulation six players for Somebody Else. Nonethe
less, La Bomba won the first game of the match, 15-12. 
Somebody Else managed to battle back to take the next 

two games, 15-10, 15-14. Somebody Else is made up of 
Diane Wilson, Dana Tarter, Liane Marshall, Scott Mar
shall, Fred Patterson, Ron Stouffer, Tom Minella, 
Doug Tarter and Sue Minella. 

The victory for Somebody Else was a consolation 
'for the team after having lost in the top division finals 
(A league) to Texas Crude. Texas Crude swept that 
match by winning the first two games. Texas Crude's 
team members include Bill Pleske, Joe Mancuso, Bobby 
Fickey, Patty Martin, Cari Lent, Nick Mancuso, Mel 
Mancuso and Bonnie Carroll. 

The B league finals pitted The Crushers against I 
Want A Cold Beer. The Crushers, made up of Roy 
McCulloch, Leslie Henderson, Glenda Baucoin, Wayne 
Henderson, Randie Martindale and Karl Stager, won the 
match to claim the championship. 

West Point Peperell won the championship match 
in the C league. Jeanine Bennett, Kelly Bautista, Stepha
nie Marshall, Jerry Cleveland, Johnny Rosales, Ruby 
Rodriquez and Beau Cyr beat Bump, Set, Miss to take 
first place. 

All of these teams play in the Thursday night 
leagues. 

The winners of the A League volleyball championship are (from left, top): Bill Pleske, Joe Mancuso, Bobby Fickey, 
Tommy Mills, (bottom0 Patty Martin, Nick Mancuso (mascot), Cari Lent and Mel Mancuso. The team is known as 
Texas Crude. (Photo by Frankie Rodriquez) 

There is one league which plays on Tuesday nights. 
Seven teams compete in a B league and the champions are 
The Network. Team members include Michele Holmes, 
Ken Holzer, Betty Patterson, Angelo Ortega, Miguel 

Ortega, Jr., Ruby Rodriquez, Keith D. Soechting, Amber 
Maier, Pam Gallia and Monte Hayes.-

League.play will resume during the spring semester 
on Tuesday and Thursday nights at the COM gym. 

Bryant top bomber in 3-point contest And the winner is ••• 

COM physical education instructor Jerry Bryant 
(wearing arm band) readies for a rebound during the 
fall 3-on-3 basketball tournament. Bryant is the 
champion of the 3-Point Shootout held Dec. 4 in the 
COM gymnasium. (Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

By FRANKIE RODRIQUEZ 
Staff Reporter 

Maybe Jerry Bryant should volunteer for President 
.Bush's "Desert Shield" cal}lpaign as a long-range bom
ber. After all, he's the best long-range bomber at Col
lege of the Mainland. 

Bryant, a physical education instructor at COM, 
won the Three-Point Basketball Shootout last week by 
beating a field of 14 other guys who tried to jack it up 
from the three-point line (19 feet 9 inches from the 
goal). But the win did not come easy for Bryant. All the 
participants were required to shoot ba1ls from five dif
ferent spots on the floor. A 90 second time limit was 
set and after all shots were taken from the five spots 
the shooters could start again. Shooters averaged 30 
shots in that time period. 

After the first round, the top four scorers advanced 
to the second round. At the end of the second round 
Bryant and Gaylen Hayward, an employee at COM, 
were tied with 17 three-pointers. A playoff for 60 sec
onds was next up for the two. 

Bryant went first and made 10 baskets. Hayward 
followed and scored his 10th basket on his last shot be
fore the buzzer. Another playoff. 

This time the clock was set for 15 seconds. Bryant 
started the round by making the first four shots and fin
ished with five. That put the pressure on Hayward who 
started slowly, missing his first four shots. Hayward 
then heatt:<J up making four of the last five shots. His fi
nal shot at the buzzer bounced off the back of the rim 
putting the first-place trophy in Bryant's hands. 

Bryant and Hayward rarely compete against each 
because they are usually teammates in the other tourna
ments conducted by the COM recreation department. 

Bryant may not be the kind of long-range bomber 
President Bush would need, but the Houston Rockets 
could - and have - done a lot worse! 

Eight-year-old Chris BensoofTexas City was the 
winner in the 1/4-mile division of the 1990 Turkey 
Trot held on the COM campus Nov. 18. The 
annual Turkey Trot helps kick off the holiday 
season for the college. (Photo by John Glowczwski) 



Piano instructor in tune with success 
By DAWN RUNNER 
Staff Reporter 

Russian-born Sophia Gilmson Rizov started play
ing the piano at the age of ·6. Being the only musician in 
her entire family, she studied at a conservatory and 
made music into her profession. 

Gilmson, a College of the Mainland music instruc
tor, graduated cum laudc from the Leningrad Conserva
tory in the Soviet Union. This is one of the "best conser
vatories in the world," she said. While Gilmson was in 
Russia, she did "everything a pianist can possibly do" in
cluding teaching, recitals and solo appearances with or
chestras. She has been teaching since she was 17. 

However, Gi1mson and her husband did not want to 
"identify themselves with the system" in the Soviet 
Union, and after much thought, they decided to come to 
the United States 14 years ago. "Life decided for me," 
Gilmson claims. 

The Rizovs were very poor at the time. Gilmson 
said that they "only had one suitcase" and about $228 
when they came to Houston. 

Adjusting to life in America was very difficult for 
the Rizovs in Amerca since they had to leave thier en
tire family when they left Russia. They could not speak 
English or even drive a car. Gilmson describes the ex
perience as "falling off of the moon." 

Visiting her family only became possible a couple 
of years ago. Earlier, the Rizovs had no way of commu
nicating with their family. However, she adapted well 
to the changes in a new and unfamiliar country. She has 
proven herself to be worthy of any challenge that · 

comes her way. 
The pianist received the 1978 Young Artist Com

petition in New York City and the 1979 Piano I11terna
tional Recording Competition's Teacher Grand Prize. 
She also has received the Houston Music Teachers Asso
ciation "Teacher of the Year" award for 1988-89. 

Gilmson has performed in the Soviet Union, Italy 
and in the United States as a piano soloist with an or
chestra. 

After four years in the United States, Gilmson ap-

plied for a job at COM as a piano teacher. A friend, 
COM piano instructor Laura Gordi, had told her of the 
job opening and insisted that she apply for it. After the 
interview and a short recital, Gilmson had the job. 

Gilmson has been teaching at COM 10 years now. 
She has a permanent contract with the college to teach
Tuesdays and Thursdays. On the other days she either 
performs or teaches at a private studio in Houston 
where she resides. 

The Rizovs now have a son. He was born in the 
United States and will be 5 in January. The couple hope 
that he will enjoy music as much as they do. 'Gilmson 
wants him to learn to play the piano, but she will not 
force him to make music a life long study. 

Pianists Gilmson admires the most are the late 
!mil Gilels, a great Russian pianist, and the late ·menn 
Guild, a great Canadian pianist, as well as many others. 

Gilmson Rizov is a truly gifted pianist, and her mu
sic is a pleasure to listen to. If anyone would like to 
continue their piano lessons, this reporter strongly rec
ommends taking lessons from her. 
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COM piano instructor Sophia Gilmson displays her 
manual dexterity at the piano. She performed 
Perkofieff's Concerto No. 3 during College Hour in the 
Fine Arts recital hall Dec. 6. 

(Photo by Frankie Rodriquez) 
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Dellinger protests U.S. military in Persian Gulf 

David Dellinger addre~s a packed COM auditorium Nov. 29 charging the U.S. government with deception over 
the true reason for Operation Desert Shield. Dellinger's appearance was made possible by a gift from the late Bob 
Grafton, editor of COM's Focus. (Photo bY, Jim Higgins) 

Continued from Page 1----------
chemical warfare on the Iran1ans and poison gas on his 
own Kurdish minority. Twelve Western nations wanted 
to get a resolution through condemning him for that, 
and the United States wouldn't allow it because he was 
our policeman at the time." 

Dellinger also said our military occupation in the 
Middle East has nothing to do with the likelihood of 
Hussein obtaining a nuclear bomb. He pointed out that 
"the U.S. has 458 nuclear bombs on ships and submarines 
in the gulf today." 

Replying to those who say we must not appease 
Hussein as we did Hitler, Dellinger said: "Well, the ap
peasement has already taken place, and listen to this. An 
Atlanta-based bank helped finance the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait by supplying $3 billion of credit partly guaran
teed by the U.S. government" 

To demonstrate that the United States is not there 
to defend against aggression or to stand up for human 
rights, Dellinger presented a description of our allies: 
Saudi Arabia and occupied Kuwait He said in Saudi Ara
bia, where the majority of our troops and weaponry are 
located, it is illegal fQr a woman to drive a car. "In Sau
di it is illegal to offer a Jewish or Christian prayer, so 
we're fighting for freedom by telling Christian Gls and 
Jewish Gls they must not wear a crucifix or a star of 
David while they're fighting for freedom." Then Del
linger read from the 1989 U.S. State Department's 
record on Human Right's, "Saudi Arabia is a country 
where all forms of political expression are forbidden 
and where arbitrary arrest, torture and e]Cecutions are 
common place." 
_ Dellinger said that Kuwait's monarchy was only 
scarcely better. "But Kuwait, can you believe it, did have 
an advisory elective assembly for a while, and how 
many people do you think were allowed to vote for it?" 
he asked. "Only 6.4 percent of the population was al
lowed to vote. But then the current emir, whom we're 
trying to reinstall, you know, in our fight for democra
cy and freedom, dissolved that assembly, which was 
only advisory anyway in 1986." 

After pointing out that we aren't fighting for some 
sort of gallant principle, like defending against naked 
aggression or stopping a new Hitler, Dellinger ad
dressed the question of why U.S. troops are in the Per
sian Gulf region. 

He said it falls back to the- end of World War II 
when the United States first started working toward a 
permanent war economy which would be fueled by the 
Cold War. Dellinger read from a 1948 State Depart
ment document which for years has governed American 
policy without the citizenry ever hearing of it The doc
ument read: 

We have about 50 percent of the world's 
wealth and 6.3 percent of its population. In 
this situation we cannot fail to become the 
object of envy and resentment. Our real task 
in the coming period is to devise a pattern of 
relationships which will permit us to main
tain this position of disparity. 

"That's what they _called fighting for democracy in 
Vietnam, trying to maintain that position of undemo
cratic disparity," Dellinger commented after reading 
the letter. · 

"The United State~ is threatened with the collapse 
of the permanent war economy by the ending of the 
Cold War." Dellinger implied that the gulf crisis 
might have been exactly what President Bush and his 
advisers needed to continue the enormous military 
spending of the United States. 

Dellinger said another factor contributing to our 
occupation of the Persian Gulf area is "to gain control 
of what Presidents Roosevelt, Truman and Eisenhower 
and later Carter and Reagan called 'the area for U.S. in-

. vestment and control.' Control because it's at the cross
roads of three continents. Investment for the obvious 
reasons." 

At 75, Dellinger remains true to the values he has 
long held. He feels non-violence as a tactic is the best, 
perhaps the only way to achieve social justice. He has 
been imprisoned more than 50 times for various forms 
of nonviolent social protest. He worked with the anti
Nazi underground during the World War II years. Del
linger has been a leader in the anti-war, disarmament, 
feminist and anti-wverty movements, never straying 
from his non-violent strategies. 

But Dellinger is perhaps best known as a member of 
the notorious Chicago Seven (originally Chicago 
Eight). He was among the men in the Chicago group 1 

convicted for organizing an anti-war demonstration at 

the 1968 Democra_tic National Convention that erupted 
into violence between demonstrators and Chicago po
lice. His conviction was overturned on appeal. 

COM history instructor Larry Smith introduced 
Dellinger to the 11 a.m. audience. Smith said: "There is a 
close kinship in the philosophy of Martin Luther King 
and Dave Dellinger. Like Martin Luther King, Dave Del
linger is maladjusted. He's never been able to adjust to 
an economic system that takes necessities from the 
many to give luxuries to the few. He's never adjusted to 
a thing-oriented society where machfnes, computers, 
profits and property rights are more important than 
people. And he's never adjusted to the madness of mili
tarism." 

Smith also said of Dellinger: "He continues to be
lieve that violence, as a way of achieving social justice, 
is not only immoral but that it's impractical. Impracti

. _cal because violence thrives on hatred rather than love. 
~ It creates bitterness in the survivors and brutality in the 

destroyer~." 
Although not every person agreed with Dellinger, 

the atmosphere in the auditorium conveyed feelings of 
interest, involvement, concern and humor. 

During the discussion following Dellinger's 
speech, one young student expressed concern about her 
generation's lack of involvement in social causes. She 
felt people are concerned more about buying the right 
car, the right house and getting the best job. Dellinger 
replied that at the outset of the Vietnam War there was 
very little opposition, but there has been much opposi
tion to the possible Middle East war, even though no 
shots have been fired. He believes our generation may 
seem fragmented because of the many different social 
movements (from Save the Ozone to Animal Rights) 
whereas · in the '60s the primary areas of reform were 
civil rights and anti-war. He hinted that our generation 
may surprise people when some sort of spark pulls 
them together. 

"In the '60s when I was already a member of the 
older generation, all of these smart-a_ young kids 
came along and they really did know more than I did," 
Dellinger said. "Every generation comes along with new 
insights and new perspectives." ' 

In case of emergency ... 
The College of the Mainland campus police emer

gency number is Ext. 599. Anyone needing immediate 
police assistance should dial that number. 

For non-emergencies dial Ext. 403. When calling 
from off campus, the COM numbers are (409) 938-1211 
or (713) 280-3991. 
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Long and winding road brings Higgins to COM 
By FRANKIE RODRIQUEZ 
Staff Reporter 

What's a guy who grew up in Turners Falls, Mass., 
doing in Texas City? When you ask Jim Higgins that, 
you're likely not to get a straight answer. And it sure 
won't be a short one even if it is straight. 

For the past 11 years, Higgins has been seen on the 
campus of College of the Mainland. For the past five 
years, he has been director of Public Information. But 
his world extends far beyond Turner's Falls and Texas 
City. 

"I never knew Texas had an ocean, much less an is
land," Higgins chuckles. "I thought Galveston was a 
Glen Campbell song." 

This_ man has stories to tell and can keep you en
grossed m a mosaic of fascinating adventure which is 
what his life has been up to this point. 

"I went into the Air Force in 1968. They traught 
me Russian for 12 months. Then I got assigned to San 
Antonio. It made a lot of sense to me. Anyway, that's 
how I got educated about Texas. It didn't take me long 
to find out that there is not much Russian spoken in San 
Antonio. So, I answered an ad in the Air Force Times. 
They were really hurting for American Forces TV and 
Radio personnel so I became a disc jockey at an Army 
base radio station in Korea where they immediately 
nicknamed me, the only airman on base, 'Birdman."' 

To hear him tell the story, he was in solitary con
finement at that base for 13 months, but it beat being in 
Vietnam. 

Then Higgins was discharged in California. So as a 
young man with a degree in broadcast journalism and 
four years of military service, he decided to get back 
into the real world. He bought a Yamaha 650 and took 
off cross-country on the motorcycle. What's more in
credible is that he had never been on a motorcycle be
fore! 

"I always watched Route 66 when it was on televi
sion. And those guys always had an exciting adventure 
even if they just went to the comer store for milk," 
Higgins says. "Needless to say, my trip was not that ex
citing, but it was fun for a month and a half of my life." 

And that bit of traveling was just enough to let 
him know that he did want to travel. So, once again, he 
decided to sell his bike and all his belongings and went 
off to travel Europe. 

"I'd stay in cheap flophouses and sleep in train sta
tions. All I had was a backpack -- a backpack and a lot of 
wanderlust." 

His European escapade began in Frankfurt, Germa
ny (formerly West Germany), and for the next three 

Director of Public Information Jim Higgins stands in front of a series of four pictures or his encounter with Paul 
McCartney at the same intersection where theBeatles' Abbey Road album cover was shot. Higgins and McCartney 
can be seen in the lower left photo. (Photo by Frankie Rodriquez) 

months he went to Casablanca, Marakesh, Morocco; Tu
nisia; Italy; Sicily; Spain; and Paris, France. "I did all 
this in three months and was living on oranges, bread, 
and ... wine, ha!" he recalls. 

Well as you can imagine, money began running out. 
So Higgins then began working as a tour bus driver 
driving people from London to Tangiers, Morocco. 
Guess what? He'd never driven a bus before. "I learned 
to drive the bus one night at one o'clock in the morning 
with a bunch of drunk German tourists on my double 
decker bus," he confesses. "But after a couple of days, I 
could go into those small towns in Morocco and not 
even scrape the walls anymore." 

But wait, there's more. 

While in London, he decided to look for Abbey 
Road, the historic site where the Beatles crossed the 
street for the cover of the album by the same name. 

. While his friend set up for a pictures, and as Hig-
gins started to cross Abbey Road, he heard a voice with 

a British accent say "Wot a stroke o' luck! The folks 
back 'ome'll nevuh buhlieve this. Want me ta be in yuh 
pi.kchuh?" It was Paul McCartney. Yes, he's got the pic
tures to prove it hanging on his office walls in the Ad
ministration Building. 

COM's Public Information director has come a 
long way from the long-haired American hippie he was 
in Europe to the white collar media specialist in Galves
ton County. There have been several stQpS along the 
way, howevet. 

Like the time he interviewed Sandra Goode, Lyn
ette "Squeaky" Fromme's roommate, shortly after 
Fromme pointed the gun at President Gerald Ford. 

He's also worked in the graphics/media department 
at UTMB in Galveston. 

Higgins obtained a master's degree in biomedical 
communications from the University of Texas at Hous
ton. and was a journalist at an KPFT-FM in Houston 
(which is considered to be a very eclectic radio station). 

Rachel relinquishes SAB presidency 
For several years he has authored a satirical and hu

morous newsletter he has titled "The Gas Line--for 
those who sit and wait." He started it during the first 
oil crisis of the 1970s, not the current one. His work in 
that newsletter has recently been acclaimed by Time 
magazine (Oct. 29 issue) where editors praised him for 
the quality of his wit and writing. 

By THOMAS OVERBECK 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities 
Board has enjoyed great success this past semester with 
their various activities, shows and events. Brett Rachel, 
president of the SAB, has been overseeing this success. 
InterCOM interviewed the outgoing president on his 
experience with the SAB as well as his future plans. 

Rachel graduated from Texas City High School in 
1988. He enrolled at COM soon after, majoring in com
puter information systems and programming. He joined 
the SAB in September 1989 and was elected president 
two months afterwards. 

During his tenure he has organized several popular 
events and secured some famous entertainers to perform 
at COM, such as illusionist Kevin Spencer and ventrilo
quist Jeff Dunham with his puppet Peanut. 

"The good thing about that is we got him [Dun
ham] the semester before he came here," Rachel ex

plained. "The Friday before he came, he appeared on The 
Tonight Show with Johnny Carson. I felt getting some
one who has been in the spotlight down here to 'COM, 

concerning our small budget ... I thought that was one 
of the biggest achievements for me in the SAB." 

One of the funniest moments that Rachel experi
enced while in the SAB occurred during the showing of 
a free movie that the board sponsored 

"Last March, we showed Look Who's Talking, and 
the sound went out 9n us," Rachel recalled. "I had to go 
and adlib for IO minutes what was happening on the 
screen." 

Rachel's sister was also there that night with her 
friends. "It was her 16th birthday ... and there were 
about 300 people there, the biggest crowd we probably 
ever had for a free movie. I led all of them in singing 
'Happy Birthday' to my sister, and I got to embarrass 
her greatly." 

Next fall, Rachel plans to attend University of 
Houston at Clear Lake. He feels he will be better pre
pared, due to his leadership experience in the SAB. He 
compares leading the SAB to running a small company. 

"It was a Jot of fun to do ... to plan programs and to 
see them go off," he said. "There was a little bit of self
discipline in there, making sure that they (the pro
grams) were run effectively. All in all, it gave me a 
sense of leadership, and it was a lot of fun." 

As a result of that recognition by Time, Higgins 
has been interviewed by radio stations in Seattle and 
Baltimore, and has been a talk show guest on a Washing-
ton, D.C., radio program. • 

The fascinating stories haven't stopped since his ar
rival at the COM campus. Ask him about the Continu
ing Education course a La Marque man took on "How to 
write the story of your life." 

Higgins explained, "He actually wrote the story of 
his life, which he had fully documented, as was his fami
ly custom, from their migration from Nebraska to Tex
as. A week after he finished his book, the man died and 
his son had the book printed." 

What's Higgins going to do when his son tells him 
he wants to travel cross-country for a couple of 
months? "Gee, I don't know. That's interesting. I hope 
I'll be a little more mellow and be able to handle it." 

Eleven years at College of the Mainland. That's 
more time at one place than he's ever spent anywhere be
fore. 

"You know that's right!" he answers with a hint of 
wanderlust in his eye. "I'd better do something about 
that.. .. " 
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Children and COM Child Development Lab workers play a variation of musical chairs at the Student 
Activities Christmas party Dec. 12. Their game was interupted by a loud "ho ho ho" from Santa Claus who 
came to hear the childrens' Christmas wishes. (Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

Lighten your load for holidays 
By FRANKIE RODRIQUEZ 
Staff Reporter 

I love Christmas. I used to hate it until I got this 
new diet that really works for me. 

You lmow how people are always baking and 
cooking and just really making it impossible to keep · 
from gaining weight? Well, I'm one of those who just 
could not resist those tasty temptations and, as a result, 

would weigh 10-15 pounds heavier come the new year. 

But this year I've come across a new stress diet 
which a friend sent me in the mail. Finally - a diet that 
keeps the guilt of the holidays away from me after New 
Year's Day. 

So, I thought I'd share it with you. Just consider it 
my Christmas gift to you. 

THE COPING WITH STRESS DIET 

BREAKFAST 

1 slice, dry wheat toast 
8 oz. skim milk 
1 grapefruit 

LUNCH 
4 oz. lean broiled chicken breast 
1 cup steamed spinach 
1 cup herb tea 
1 oreo cookie 

MID-AFI'ERNOON SNACK 
Rest of Oreos in the package 
2 pints Rocky Road ice cream 
1 jar hot fudge sauce 
Nuts, cherries, whipped cream 

DINNER 
2 loaves garlic bread with cheese 
1 large sausage, mushroom and cheese pizza 
4 cans or 1 pitcher of beer 
3 Milky Way or Snickers candy bars 

LA TE EVENING SNACK 
1 entire frozen cheesecake, 
eaten directly from the freezer. 

RULES FOR THIS DIET: 
1. If you eat something and no one sees you eat it, 

it has no calories. 
2. If you drink a diet soda with a candy bar, the 

calories in the candy bar are canceled out by the diet 
soda 

3. When you eat with someone else, calories don't 
count if you don't eat more than they do. 

4. Foods used for medicinal purposes NEVER 
count. This includes: hot chocolate, brandy, toast and 
Sara Lee Cheesecake. 

5. If you fatten up everyone around you, then you 
look thinner. 

6. Cookie pieces contain no calories. The process 
of breaking causes calorie leakage. 

7. Things licked off of knives and spoons have no 
calories if you are in the process of preparing something. 
Examples: peanut butter on a knife when making a sand
wich or ice cream on a spoon while making a sundae. 

Note: Foods that have the same color have the 
same number of calories. Examples: spinach and pista
chio ice cream, mushrooms and white chocolate. Choco
late is a universal color and may be substitued for any 
other color. 

There it is. Accept it in the spirit in which it is 
given. 

And look for the new "me" on Jan. 1, 1991! 

Marines collecting 
toys for needy tots 
Continued from Page 1 ----------

dren would be grateful. Toys need to be new but need 
not be expensive. The donations are for children of all 
ages so any toy will greatly be appreciated. 

Collection barrels were set up Dec. 11 in the Ad
ministration, the P.E., the Technical-Vocational, the 
Fine Arts buildings, in the Learning Resource Center li
brary foyer, next to the Christmas tree, and in the LRC 
next to Suite B on the third floor. They will be picked 
up Dec. 20 at 5 p.m. and distributed locally by Marines 
from the · U.S. Marine Corps Recruiting Office in 
Galveston. 

If all students, faculty and staff at College of the 
Mainland could find it in their hearts to donate just one 
toy, they could make a big difference in whether or not a 
child will have a happy Christmas. After all, it's the 
spii:it of giving that makes us all feel good during the 
holidays and all year. 

Please help put a smile on the face of a child. Re
member, a little kindness warms the heart during this 
special timeofyear. 
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•************************************************************************************** 
!InterCOM staff shares best of Christmases "'* * * * # Editor's note: Now that we all have our Christ- My parents received this gift by giving three chil- Then one year it happened, my best Christmas ; _ * mas trees up, memories of Christmases past begin dren a happy, stable life as a part of our family. This ever. Apparently they had made up their minds, with * 
; rushing back to us, like distant family members gift of life, love and happiness will last for many only minutes to spare, and had gone shopping on ; * coming home for the holidays. These are a few of the Christmases to come. Christmas Eve. When I got up the next morning, * * fonder memories of Christmas time from the Inter- My blonde-haired, blue-eyed sister Cheryl is planning to go play with all my friends' new Christ- * 
; COM staff. now 7. The twins, brown-haired, blue-eyed Robin mas gifts, I happened to notice, on the way to a bowl ; 
* From Thomas Overbeck's snowfilled Christmas (she matches us perfectly) and rambunctious, of Cheerios, that the piano bench was loaded with * * to Brady Mahaney's first giftwrapped presents, we brown-haired, brown-eyed Rachel, are now 5. Of toys. Some were wrapped and some not so wrapped; * * hope you find something that you can relate to with- course, this transition from a family of four to a my parents were never really good at that. * 
; in our memories. family of seven has brought along some extra re- Soon after the wrapping paper started to fly, my ! * sponsibilities and adjustments for my 16-year old father woke up and joined my brother and me in the * 
* Finally, a white Christmas sister, Nikki, and myself. fun. * 

· ; I can now relate to the joy my parents must have In fact I think he may have enjoyed it more than I ! * felt during my early Christmas years by noting the did. But spending my first Christmas with my father * * My most memorable Christmas was way back looks of anticipation on three smiling faces. The definitely made it my best Christmas ever. * 
; in 1982. My family and I went up to Colorado smiles enlarge as each passing day draws them closer Then there was the time Fluffy ,our cat, bit into ! * Springs for a Christmas vacation. We stayed at a mo- to Santa Claus time (And oh, how slowly those days the Christmas tree lights, but I think I'll save that * * tel my uncle and aunt owned. It was up there that I used to pass for me!). The fact that my family was fornextyear. * ! saw snow foe the very first time. I played in it, made responsible for these children's first real Christmas Brady Mahaney ** 

a snowman and basically just had a ball. The snow is sometimes overwhelming. !* was my fondest memory of Christmas that year. Dale Dimitri Rodney's mysterious visitor !* 
Face-it - how often, other than last year, does it snow * in Galveston County?! A fiamily tradition is born A Christmas memory, huh? Well, there was * ! Thomas Overbeck Christmas Day of 1984 which was to be our first ; * One of the nicest Christmas memories I have is Christmas spent at our vacation house in Louisiana. * * The headless horse of my mother coming home from work late one even- My grandmother decided to throw a small party for * * ing while my sisters and I were still awake. It was our family members on Christmas Day. Unbe- * ! I was told to tell a story of a Christmas memo- Christmas Eve and my mother said we could open knownst to us, word got around to the entire corn- ; * ry. It's not really easy for me to think of a really one of our gifts. Well, of course the gift we opened rnunity and a virtual horde of aunts, uncles, cousins * * good story t~ tell, but I can tell one that is some- wasn't the one my morn wanted us to open, so we once, twice and completely removed and their * 

i wha~~:~\ was a little girl, about 6 years old I :~~: ~~:'o~n~o;~rbtu:eo~:ti:eo;i:~::::t . ~;~d=llfi~~y~: i~:c~1~:
0

:i1!~s:~:d ~I~ :1~~ ; 
* guess, and my older brother who was about 10, al- gift, they were all open. This started our family tra- about "the old days" and everyone in between ate. All * * ways had it out for my younger brother who was dition of opening our presents on Christmas Eve. the while, someone's drll8ken friend elected me as his * ! about 4. He was Mornrna's baby and was spoiled rot- Thanks Morn. Merry Christmas. pal for the day. I sat trapped as this •very loud, very ! * ten. I guess you could say we were a wee bit jealous, Penny Ba"era intoxicatyd man, who wreaked of alcohol, preached * * but hey, we were kids. . to me about artificial turf. Overall though, we di<l * 
: Anyway, my dad and mom got him this sort of Christmas, true meaning have a pretty good time. But we never did find out ! 
* rocking hobby-horse-looking thing. Boy his eyes lit who the drunk guy was. * * All my Christmase ha¥e been great. But Rodney Conley * * up when he saw that thing Christmas morning. What they've been great for all the wrong reasons. This * * he didn't know was that my dad had told my brother year I'm having a spriritual Christmas, one in which Maternity Christmas * ! and me put it together. So, with those bright eyes all the material wants are set aside and the true ! * glowing with happiness, he hopped up on the horse, meaning of Christmas as the celebration of the birth I have had many good ChriStmases in the ~t 

22 * 
* 1 th k f th years, but I have a feeling this one is going to be the 

put his hands on the hand es at stuc out o e of Jesus Christ is the focal point. My favorite * * h" · best. Any day now I am going to have a little girl. * 
* 

horse's head and gave one good rock. To 1s surpnse Christmas is yet to come; it's going to be when * 
f l 

Well, with the aid of ultra-sound they tell me it is a * the head fell off. At that moment a look o tota Christ comes again. * * devastation swept over his face, and he burst out in Frankie Rodriquez little girl. I am an only child and this will be the * * tears. My brother and I looked at each other steadily first grandbaby, and the first great grandbaby. She is * 
! trying to hold in our laughter. A d • fi D due before Christmas, so I just hope she is here by ! * Our parents never knew we did it on purpose; we oggze Or awn then. If not, maybe this won't be my best Christmas * 
* told them we must have lost a screw or something. I I find it difficult to recall a fond Christmas ever, it will be the most painful. * 
; guess you could say we were mean, but hey, we were memory. Maybe, that way it is better for me. My Suzanne K. Hargrove ; 

* kids. Merry Christmas. Christmases have always been plain and down-home. 'Ti·nkli·ng' t"rDD li·ghts * * Debbie Rodriguez I usually get the one thing that I really want except ' ~ ~ * 
* * * . that puppy I asked for when I was about 8 years old It's hard to write about a most memorable * * Growing present pains and did not get. This year, although I am 10 years Christmas because all have had their memorable mo- * * older, I want a puppy simply because I have never rnents. * * I come from a large family with a brother and u d f I' 1 d b I * 
* 

11a one o my own. ve a ways wante one, ut I guess the one that was talked about the most 
five sisters. Since most are married and have children s d · , * * guess anta thought I was a ba girl. Ho-Ho. in my family was the night that my little half- * * and not one of us is a millionaire, it has been irnpossi- This year I have decided to be a Scrooge because brother, 4, decided to water the Christmas tree. He * ! ble to buy gifts for everyone. Therefore, we draw my budget has been destroyed by car insurance. So, I had a bad habit of sleep-walking and got up in the ; * names among the adults. figured that those people taking all of my money can middle of the night and "relieved" himself on the * 

* 
I remember the first Christmas my name was h · Chri fi God kn th af ave a mce stmas or me. ows ey can - Christmas tree. Unfortunately the lights had been * * included in the drawing. It was 1987 and I was a sen- " d · B I h h I * 1or 1t. ut ave my puppy; s e was an ear Y left on overnight, as was our custom, and uie liquid * ior in high school. Being 17 and naive, I suggested to Ch · I d h c · b * * nstmas present. name er ara, rneamng e- he sprayed on the lights caused a series of bulbs to * 

my mother that I was an adult and wanted to be in- l d s M Ch · all d II * ove one. o, erry qstmas to an to a -- explode. My mother was awa'kened by my little * 
* eluded in the drawing. I thought it was grand when Bah H b , , urn ug. brother's screams. He was screaming ''I'm on fire," * * she said O.K., and I couldn't wait to see whose name I Dawn Runner * * would draw and who would draw min. e. On Christ- and she thought he was screaming "The house is on * * p• . fire!" * * mas Day, however, I saw the mistake I had made and . irst time for everything * * regretted my action. My little sister was still open- Karen Burris * * ing the many gifts she received from all of our older When I was small, my family belonged to the * ! siblings while, after opening my one gift, I sat and Jehovah's Witnesses. The Witnesses do not celebrate Keeping home fires burning ** * watched thinking that I should have kept my mouth Christmas, birthdays, Easter, or participate in any * * shut. competitive sports. After several years of being I will never forget the Christmas my mother set the * * Teresa Trygstad teased by my close friends, 1nd my trying to explain bar on fire. We were all opening gifts when all of a * * to them that this Santa guy was a bunch of bull, I fi- sudden a strange glow filled the room. That's when * 
! Adoption: the gift of love naly broke down and asked my parents to gift-wrap my youngest brother noticed that one of the Christ- ! * something for me. They would buy me almost any- mas decorations had caught on fire. It was one of * * In 1988 my family received the absolute perfect thing I wanted because there was plenty of money those silk holly wreaths that go around a candle. The * ! Christmas present a month early. My folks adopted for it (with not having to spend money on Hallo- hot wax had set it aflame. My mother has yet to ! * three little girls, three sisters for our family. ween candy and birthday gifts). But the suspense of a live this great moment down. (She was the only one * * This was the ultimate gift, the kind of gift that gift-wrapped present was something that I had never who liked the ugly decorations.) * ! fills the giver with as much reward as the receiver: experienced. Stacy Gilbert ! 
•********~*****************************************************************~***~***~**• •. 
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What's Happening 
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C? 
lnterCOM staffer Thomas Overbeck, winner of the Power Ducks (soccer team) logo contestt poses with 
photography instructor Mona Marshall and the winning logo. (Photo by Bra~y Mahaney) 

Indonesian culture co1Ties to Houston 
By BRADY MAHANEY 
Photography Editor 

Once inside the dark corridors of the Houston Mu
sewn of Natural Science exhibit of Indonesian art 
works, it becomes apparent that the Indonesians take 
great personal pride in their lineage and express this 
through their art works. 

The works range in size from small pieces of jewel
ry to huge models of war ships. While most of the work 
is created to keep the ancestory "alive" and active in the 
family life, there are other peices that show heavy Asian 
influence. Elephants from India are predominant 
throughout the exibit as well as the traditional Chinese 
dragons. 

Keeping there ancestory alive is something that the 
Indonesian peopl~ believe very strongly in. They wor
ship small figures that represent ancestors and even con
struct full sized figures that were place on cliff walls 
to watch over the village. 

The Indonesians give offerings to these statues and be
lieve that if they keep their deceased relatives in a good 
mood, they will watch over the community from the 
spirit world and make good things happen for the fami
ly. 

Quite a few of the figures also have the actual re
maines of the person, most commonly the skull incor
porated in the memorial. Being a rather war-like and 
agressive race the figures are almost always holding a 
shield before them. 

Indonesians are also head hunters, but this aspect of 
their life is not represented well in the exhibit. 

What the exhibit does show is a terrific collection 
of artworks in many forms .. There are wood carvings, 
brass, copper and gold works, as well as statues, beaded 
jewelry, tapestries, and photographs. 

All this adds up to a very enjoyable walk through a 
strange and mysterious world. 

Indonesian exhibit runs through Feb. 17 
By TERESA TRYGST AD 

· Managing Editor 

An exhibition celebrating the Year of the Festival 
of Indonesia is currently showing at the Houston Mu
seum of Natural Science. Indonesia, where Mick Jagger, 
rock star, and Jerry Hall, model, were married Nov. 21, 
is a place barely touched by time. 

Indonesian tombstone at Houston Museum of Science 
· exhibit. (Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

Indonesia is made up of several islands and this ex
hibit, a loaner collection from Indonesia and Chicago 
museums among others, focuses on the outer islands. 
The islands are located northwest of Australia and 
south of the Philippines and Malaysia. The Banda Sea is 
north of the islands and the Timor Sea is to the south. 

Upon arrival at the museum this reporter did not 
know that the Indonesian islands even existed. After a 
complete tour of the exhibit with the ctµ"ator, Dr. Paul 
Taylor (also the Smithsonian Asian Ethnology cura
tor), this reporter now has a broader understanding of 
the people of the islands. 

The theme of this exhibit is: ancestors, families and 
clans; marriage alliances; and spirit world and ritual 
life. On display are 190 to 200 objects, such as textiles, 
jewelry, heirlooms, sculptures, architectural pieces, 
household goods, photomurals and maps, all of which 
thoroughly acquaint the visitor with the Indonesian 
people and their customs. 

The exhibition is now appearing at the museum 
Mondays through Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sun
days, noon to 6 p.m. until Feb. 17, 1991. The exhibit is 
located in the Jones Gallery, Houston Museum of Natu
ral Science. Admission is $2.50 for adults and $2 for 
children under 12. The museum is located off of Fannin 
near the Houston Medical Center and Rice Universtiy. 

Vietnam vide'o for sale 
"Vietnam: A Lingering Agony" features all local 

people, several of them College of the Mainland staff, 
reflecting back on their war experiences. It's a moving 
documentary. "Vietnam: A Lingering Agony" was three 
years in the making and includes footage from other 
films and videos on the topic. The cost is $19.95 includ
ing tax. For further information, please call Cindy 
Krebs at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 365 or 
Tony Pfeiffer at Ext 363. 

Ceramic workshop 
Robert Shay, a noted ceramist and chairman of the 

art department at Ohio State University, Columbus, will 
present a one-day ceramic workshop and lecture on 
Saturday, Jan. 12, at College of the Mainland. Shay earned 
his master of fine arts at the University of Wisconsin, 
Madison, and his bachelor's and master's degrees from 
New York University, New York. His work has been 
exhibited in North America, Europe, Scandanavia and 
New Zealand. During the past year he participated in 
invitational exhibits in Norway, Denmark and his home 
state of Ohio. 

He was awarded a silver medal at the International 
Ceramics Competition in Faenza, Italy, Norway, New 
Zealand, Finland and the United States. Some of his 
ceramic work is part of collections at Goodyear Tire and 
Rubber Corporation in Akron, Ohio, the Louisiana State 
Capital. in Baton Rouge and National Public Broadcasting 

in Houston. 
Shay is a member of the National Associatin of 

Schools of Art and Design and the National Council for 
Education in the Ceramic 
Arts. 

The fee for his COM 
workshopandlectureis$20. 
The workshop will run from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Jan. 12. To 
register or for more infor
mation, call COM ceramics 
instructor Judy Boh at ( 409) · 
938-1211 or (713) 280-
3991, Ext. 349. 

_ ..................... . 
The college will be 

closed for the holidays from 
Dec. 22 to Jan. 2. Robert Shay 

Student interest could start 
new COM basketball team 
By FRANKIE RODRIQUEZ 
Staff Reporter 

The recreational sports department at Col
lege of·the Mainland is considering a basketball 
league for students only. 

Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recreational 
Programs, has been approached by several stu
dents who expressed interest in such a league. 

"A lot of guys want to play in a ,league on 
Friday afternoons. and if there's enough interest 
we may start one up," Urick said. "If we have 
enough for four or five teams, we could start one 
up in the spring semester." 

Urick said the general feeling is that games 
would be played on Friday afternoons between 1 
and 5 o'clock. She suggested that anyone interest
ed needed to contact her early in the spring semes
ter because the league would need to begin play
ing by the end of January, 1991. 

If you have interest in playing on a student 
basketball league, contact Urick at (409) 938-
1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. :1-18. 
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Construction work 
plagued by delays 
By DALE DIMITRI 

Assistant Editor 

Whichever direction one's head turns at College of 
the Mainland, construction work has been the predomi-

nant scenery for the spring '91 semester. The college is 

undergoing renovalions which consist of covered walk
ways leading from building to building, a general-use el
evator for the Leaming Resource Center, remodeling of 
the Student Center, the lettering which now designates 
each building, a jogging track that surrounds the lake and 
many outdoor seating areas including a gazebo. 

But construction has not been on schedule. "The 
Student Center was scheduled to be partially opened (the 
classrooms on the upper levels) the second week of 
school," said COM President Larry Stanley. "The prob
lem is with the heating and air conditioning people who 
are trying to re-do some of the stuff up there." 

The president continued: "The rest of the Student 
Center was not scheduled to open the second week; how
ever, they are behind schedule. My dean of College Ser
vices (Dr. Henry Pope) says it's going to be in March 
sometime. I'm guessing April. It's hard to tell. Actually 

See Student Page 7 

Construction workers, from left, Paul Jenkins, Frank Henderson and Supervisor Dave Jenkins of Pearland 
Construction Co., add the finishing touches to the excavation for CO M's new elevator. The elevator will be for 
general access to the Learning Resource Center. (Photo by Frankie Rodriquez) 

Teleconference ·confronts racist America 
By FRANKIE RODRIQUEZ and 
ANNA SWORDS 
Staff Reporters 

"White people are racist and will always be racist." 
--Randall Robinson, Executive Director, TransAfrica 
Inc. 

The existence of oppression and racism against 

Jim Finley, an established short-story writer and 
COM political science instructor, reads some of his 
work for students and staff. 

(Photo by Walter Kessler) 

blacks continues to be the major obstacle facing African
Americans in today's society. That was the general con
sensus of a group of distinguished black leaders who dis
cussed ways to confront the problems and issues facing 
blacks in this decade. 

A panel comprised of educators, activists, politi
cians and entrepreneurs from the black community 
around the world participated in a teleconference calied 

COM's Jim Finley 
presents his fiction 
By DAWN RUNNER 

Staff Reporter 

In our society, people find many ways to express 
thymselves. Some people discover expression through 
song and dance, poetry, fashion or literature. 

Jim Finley, a political science instructor at College 
of the Mainland, expresses himself through writing short 
stories. 

On Feb. 7, Finley gave a public reading of three of 
his short stories. For one and a half hours, the auditori
um was filled with the voice of this respected man. 

Each story comes from the aspect of a man in his 
later years, as Finley described them. They all take place 
in the area in which he was raised, between the "clear end 
of the Brazos River and the salty end of the Brazos Riv
er" in West Texas. 

The first story dealt with the death of the narrator's 
father and the shadowing of the narrator's life before and 
after this tragedy. Cal, the narrator of this story, tells of 
the hard Limes and the strange times of life so far. 

· See Crowd Page 8 

"Beyond the Dream III: The Global Perspective." Col
lege campuses from across the country were connected 
via satellite for a live two-hour session which also al
lowed students to ask questions. The teleconference was 
held in the teaching auditorium of the Leaming Resource 
Center. 

President Bush was a target of some of the strongest 

See COM Page 8 

Mo~e black histoty 
eve.nts schedpled 

By.FRANKIE RODRIQUEZ 

Staff Reporter 

Altbough we're past the balfway·mark:nf this 
month, there are still plenty of events scheduled~ 
pad of the celebration of Black History Month at 
College of the Mainland. 

"We've done different things at dif!etent 
tim.es/' ... Dt. Vap,~~is~ C()ll~s. special assistant to 
the President said: She and AI Bass, physical edu
cation instructor~ have been coordinating tttis 
month's events. 

"I think it's important to educate people and 
make them aware of the contributions, interests. 

· and aspirations of African American people,'' she 
added. 1'And it's important to stop and look at our 
bisto(y because history allows you to understand 
why you,. are where you are today." 

See Diverse Page 7 
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Pro and con war views 
Petition protests gulf war; letters stir emotions on campus 
By PENNY BARRERA 

Managing Editor 

There is no doubt that the war in the Middle East 
has caused much controversy in the United States. It has 
conjured up old and new emotions and feelings to an all
time high . 

Protestors and supporters of the war are all ages, 
sexes and races. The cries of opposing groups can be 
heard from state to state, city to city and house to house. 

All across America voices are speaking out about 
the war. This is especially evident at College of the 
Mainland. In early January a good-sized group of COM 
employees took a part in opposing the decision of using 
mil;tary action in the Persian Gulf. 

The Jan. 11 issue of the Texas City Sun contained 
an article about a petition signed by more than 100 
COM employees, including COM President Larry Stan
ley. The petition, drawn up before the onset of the war, 
contested the military action by United States and was 
directed to President Bush, Texas Sens. Phil Gramm and 
Lloyd Bentsen and U.S. Rep. Jack Brooks. 

According to the article, the petition was circulated 
over a 48-hour period by half a dozen faculty members. 
Issues in the petition were a negotiated settlement of the 

crisis, under the auspices of the United Nations and the 
Arab League; the immediate replacement of U.S. troops 
with an international peacekeeping force; efforts to en
sure adequate food and medical supplies are reaching the 
Iraqi people; and a renewed effort to develop a U.S. ener
gy policy "to promote conservation, develop domestic 
energy sources and reduce &pendence on foreign oil." 

In the Jan. 16 issue of the Texas City Sun, a letter 
in protest of the petition, by Howie Katz, COM Crimi
nal Justice Degree Program instructor was published. In 
his attempt to refute the petition, Katz stated that while 
he was not a "war-monger" there is a time when our 
country "must stand up against a ruthless power-hungry 
tyrant and if necessary fight." He went on to explain that 
we could no longer allow Saddam Hussein to get away 
with "naked aggression" against a defenseless country. 

In support of Katz's letter, Dr. John L. Hubisz (in
structor of the Division of Mathematics, Health and Nat-
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ural Sciences), wrote a similar letter. 
Hubisz explained in the Feb. 4, issue of the Sun · 

that "The United States with approximately 6 percent of 
the population of the world feeds 35 to 40 percent of the 
world's population. In order to do that the U.S. imports 
~ ~t ~ of oil. Oil is necessary for many aspects (fer
tihzers, oil, gasoline and so on) of the production and 
~tribution of this food. Many of the countries receiving 
thlS food _have marginal economies that would collapse 
should wild fluctuations in price due to erratic markets 
be passed on by the U.S." 

Katz's comments stirred up feelings in a young stu
dent who in tum wrote a rebutal to Katz's rebutal of the 
petition. 

In the Jan. 28 issue of the Sun, COM student Dale 
Dimitri's opinion was printed. Dimitri disagreed with 
Katz and explained his point of view. Dimitri, also Inter
COM assistant editor, discredited Katz's term of naked 
aggression, ~d wrote that "While Iraq did ruthlessly oc
cupy_ the nation of Kuwait, this is not why our boys are 
fightm~ _now." Dimitri gave the example "When Turkey 
(a coalitio~ ~ember) invaded Cyprus killing 2,000 peo
ple and drivmg out 250,000 more, it was Naked Aggres
sion." He added that "the U.S. didn't levy one sanction." 
The _stu~en_t _wrote that the term Naked Aggression is 
passion mc1ting and too often heard and misused. Alice 
L._~~tf~rd of La Marque, wrote a letter in support ofDi
m1tn s vtew toward the war. The letter was published in 
the Jan. 29 issue of the Sun 

Watford, who teaches a sociology class at COM, 
contended that "War is not the solution to the crisis it is 
both impractical and immoral." She went on to cit; Dr 
Martin Luther King Jr.'s thoughts on war· 
" .. .impractical because it is a descending spiral ending ~ 
destruction for all. It is immoral because it seeks to hu
miliate the opponent rather than win understanding. It 
destroys community and makes humanhood impossible. 
It creates bitterness in the survivors and brutality in the 
destroyers.'' Watford concluded that "war is not winable 
in that the hatred and hostility remains." 

In any case you begin to realize that no two opin
ions are alike and each makes its poinL This is part of 
what Larry Smith, COM history instructor, wanted to 
get across with this petition. To quote him directly from 
the Jan. 11 article: "The college encourages people and 
students to get involved. We can't very well encourage 
them to take a stand if we're not going to." 

It is refreshing to see that COM has many views 
and isn't a~hamed to let them be known. 

Letter to readers 

InterCOM welcomes 
reader participation 
Dear Readers: 

InterCOM encourages reader response from students 
facu!ty, staff and community members. Discussion, re- ' 
flection or argument on current issues, previously print
~ InterCOM articles or any other campus-related activity 
1s most welcome. Editors or reporters may or may ~ot 
respond. 

lnterCOM reserves the right to edit letters for con
ciseness, or reject them if the material is in bad taste or 
libelous. Letters may be delivered to Suite B i:1 the 
Learning Resource Center with attention to: Astrid H. 
Lowery·. Mailed items should be addressed to: InterCOM 
(Astrid H. Lowery), 1200 Amburn Road, Texas City, 
TX 77 591. Your participation is appreciated . 

• •• "~ I. .,. •' .,. • .. ,,,. ,,,. • " l\:,J ... "' .... " 

Your servants, 
InterCOM staff 

Arabs make strange 
oil business partners 

·r Tbomas·•···••··· 
AiOyerbe<:11 

Saddam Hussein is your basic bully. He walks up to 
some country and takes their government away from 
them. After trying unsuccessfully to get it back, the 
little country runs away and hides. Meanwhile, Sammy 
the hall monitor is observing the incident. He has had 
past experiences in stopping fights and sending bullies 
to the principal's office, and this is no different He con
fronts the bully and tells him to give the government 
back to whomever he took it from, or else he will fight 
him himself. 

And that is precisely where we are right now, in the 
middle of a brutal fight that might take weeks or even 
months to resolve. Iraqi forces took over Kuwait, and a 
world said, "What the ... !" 

The United States, fearing Saddam might strike Sau
di Arabia next, rallied together a multinational force and 
sent hundreds of thousands of troops there. The United 
Nations gave Iraq until Jan. 15 to withdraw from Kuwait 
and restore their government, giving sanctions and 
blockades along the way. Did Iraq obey? Nope. They 
sent even more troops into Kuwait and forced their do
minion upon that small piece of land. Finally, on Jan. 
16, the Persian Gulf War began. 

Now, I will tell you that I do support this war, but 
only for the fact that a government was wrongly uproot~ 
ed and needs to be put back into place. But before I get 
into any rah-rah, go-for-it-USA, kick-Saddam's-ugly-butt 
rhetoric, I would like to bring to mind the image the 
United States of America projects to the Middle East 
The Iraqis, just like the Iranians in the '80s, see America 
as The Great Satan, an evil presence to be done away 
with. The other nations see the United States as either a 
strong ally, a business partner, or an annoying but toler
able comrade. 

Take Saudi Arabia, for example. Sure, they were 
threatened by Iraq. Sure, they asked President Bush for 
help. Sure, they wanted to preserve their freedom. Well, 
they certainly weren't talking about freedom for all in 
their country. As you probably know by now, women 
can't drive cars or wear clothing revealing the tiniest 
piece of skin. No religious practices other than the state 
religion are permitted, and anyone opposing the govern
ment is taken prisoner and subject to abuse. 

And what do American forces do when they arrive in 
the Saudi desert to stand guard? They have to defend the 
Saudi laws -and fbllow them as well. As a result, no
body stationed there could celebrate Christmas in public, 
and no elaborate Christmas shows could be put on. That 
sure does a lot for morale! 

If the Saudis want us to defend them; I believe they 
need to have more respect for our freedom and our rights. 
I don't see any reason why the U.S. forces have to con
form to Saudi ways. But President Bush says the laws of 
the Saudi government must be respected. In other words, 
we have to obey their laws no matter how restrictive 
they are. 

Suppose the conflict was in South Africa, and the 
aggressor was, say, Botswana. The Botswanian forces in
vade Zimbabwe, their neighboring country, and take over 
their government. Bush sees that South Africa is threa
tened and sends troops there to help defend the country. 
Would we have to conform to their laws? Would the 

See Arabs Page 3 



Arabs: American customs 
get little respect from Saudis 
Continued from Page 2--------
armed forces have to split up into black and white divi
sions? 

Or, say we had to defend a country in which the law 
states only men can work. Would we have to leave our 
women's infantry behind? 

Obviously, Bush does not want to annoy Saudi Ara
bia in any way. After all, most of the oil purchased by 
major American oil companies comes from th~ Middl_e 
East The anti-war activists say that the U.S. 1s fightmg 
in the Middle East to keep oil prices down, to avoid Iraqi 
monopolization of the oilfields. Never mind the fact that 
~ small country, a friendly oil-producing country, was 
stripped of its government We probably wouldn't be de
bating this mess if we had developed more of our own_ 
energy resources. We would just go in, liberate Kuwait, 
and leave without much opposition, leaving their oil 
business to the other countries. 

Sadly, however, most of us do not have the money, 
the guts, or even the desire to develop our own res?urc
es. So we have to keep kissing up to the Arab nations to 
keep our oil supply, and thus our business, stable. As 
mad as he is, Saddam Hussein knows this. And he will 
take advantage of our situation. 

The best we can hope for is to develop more energy 
resources within the next few years to the point that our 
resources are cheaper than the Arabs'. Then, perhaps, we 
can lure our oil companies back and leave the Middle 
East alone because we have probably worn out our wel
come there. And if a country that we supported 10 years 
ago, such as Iraq, can tIIm on us now, imagine what 
might happen with Saudi Arabia 10 years from now. 

Campus police issue 
bomb caution letter 
By PENNY BARRERA 
Managing Editor 

Recently the College of the Mainland Campus Po
lice, Security and Safety Office issued a letter to faculty 
and staff members about what to do in case of a bomb 
threat. The letter was prepared by the campus police and 
sent to all campus offices. The Police Chief Howard 
Miller along with Peggy Blizzard, telecommunications 
switchboard manager, discussed the possibility of receiv
ing potential terroristic threats stemming from the cris~s 
in the Middle East. Chief Miller said, "I don't see this 
(COM) as being a hot spot in terms of terrorism." This 
letter is only for precautionary measures. 

If a bomb threat is given over the phone, the letter 
instructs how to listen for a variety of characteristics. It 
has a place to note background sounds: were there street, 
office, motor or house noises? Was music playing? Also 
was the caller's voice calm, angry, excited or slurred? Did 
the individual have an accent or any other unusual char
acteristics? 

What, however, if COM received a bomb threat? 
Chief Miller explained, "The first thing to be done 
would be to evacuate the building and phone the local 
police and fire departments to come and do a thorough 
search of the campus for the bomb." The chiefs main 
concern is the _safety and welfare of the individuals with
in the college. If you receive a bomb threat, notify the 
Campus Police immediatedly at Ext. 403 or 503. 

Chief Miller recently caught a student drawing graf
fiti on the walls of the men's restrooms in the Adminis
tration Building. The chief explained that the student was 
very apologetic and stated that the graffiti was his way of 
expressing himself due to his frustration and upset with 
the war in the Middle East. 

Chief Miller said that he has no problem with 
someone expressing himself or with the First Ammend
ment "as long as it didn't infringe on somebody else's 
rights." He added, "I have heard rumors of protests and 
sit-ins, which at this time can be expected." 
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Overview by Overbeck---------------. 
FROM OUR HOME OFFICE IN 
GALVESTON, TEXAS ... 
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10. THROW BIG CHRISTMAS PARTY IN 
DECEMBER JUST TO PISS OFF THE 
SAUDIS 

9. PUT SALMAN RUSHDIE IN POWER 
AND LET HIM INVADE IRAN 

8. SEND DAN QUAYLE THERE AND SHOW 
HIM WHAT HE'S MISSING OUT ON 

7. PUT EXXON IN CHARGE OF IRAQ'S 
OILFIELDS •••• WELL, MAYBE NOT 

6. GIVE THOSE IRAQI BABES SOME.BIKINIS 
AND SUNTAN OIL 

5. CREATE A FICTIONAL CITY IN THE MIDDLE 
OF IRAQI DESERT. SEND NEW KIDS ON 
THE BLOCK TO PERFORM THERE 

4. SELLITTOTHEJAPANESE 
3. REPLACE ALL SADDAM HUSSEIN 

POSTERS WITH SADDAM SIMPSON 
2. THREE WORDS .... WALT DISNEY NATION! 
1. WHAT THE HELL, THE PALESTINIANS 

WANT THEIR OWN HOMELAND, LET'S 
GIVE IT TO THEM 

n ,.,i::: vt, •• 'C,;__ 
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Roger Stallings, as John Proctor, prepares to give a deposition to the Salem Court in The Cr11cible which ran 
from Jan. 24 - Feb.17. The court from left: Cliff Mabry as Ezekiel Cheever, Stallings, David Baker as Jud2e Ha
thorne and James Raby as Deputy-Governor Danforth. (Photo by Troy Fortenberry) 

Salem witch hunt comes to COM 
By DAWN RUNNER 
Staff reporter 

The newest edition to College of the Mainland's col
lection of great plays is Arthur Miller's The Crucible , 
directed by Jack Weston. 

This classic closed Feb. 17 and played to enthusias
tic audiences. 

The scenario is Salem, Mass., spring 1692. The be
ginning of the play shows a small child, Betty Parris 
played by Kristin Bond, asleep in her bed not moving 
supposedly from the curse of a witch. 

Later, the town's people discover that four young 
girls, Abigail Williams (played by Mary McKenzie), Su
sanna Walcott (played by Emily Nghiem), Mary Warren 
(played by Jennifer Hamilton) and Mercy Lewis (played 
by Donna Ray), were dancing. What's worse, they were 
naked in the forest, and they were dancing around a fire. 
The play continues as these young girls struggle to save 
their own names by telling the court of their "innocence" 
and telling the court the names of the "guilty." 

As this reporter sat in the theater, an amazing thing 
happened. The entire theater traveled through time until 
it reached the destination, the Salem witch trials. After 
each scene, the lights would dim, and girls carrying lan
terns would come onto the stage and stand very still as 
eerie American Indian music and classical music filled 
the theater. Then, robed men would come out to change 
the sets. These moments paralleled the demonic feeling 

- -of the entire play as the trials continued. 

As the play progressed the audience no longer exist
ed there; each spectator was merely a curious child peer
ing through a hole in the wall or fence. The stage came 
to life as each actor lived his/her role. 

This reporter had to control her emotions as the plot 
unfolded. As the guilty parties judged and crucified the 
innocent, I wanted to jump up on the stage and call 
those girls anything that would relieve my anger. When 
the play ended, this reporter did not want to leave for 
home; instead, I wanted to see more great acting. The 
theater staff and the actors definitely deserved the stand
ing ovation received on the night of the second free 
showing. 

Roger Stallings, COM speech instructor, portrayed 
the main character, John Proctor, whose wife is accused 
of being a witch. Stallings gave an excellent perfor
mance. This reporter also gives an extra round of ap
plause to George Parks, who played the elderly Giles 
Corey, whose wife also is accused of being a witch. 
These two roles seemed like the most difficult parts of 
the entire play. The emotion involved in the mono
logues and the mannerisms required for these parts 
seemed far more difficult than for any other role. For 
Parks to portray a man much older than he and from a 
century long past would be a challenge for anyone. He 
mastered the challenge. 

The ticket was well worth the price for the stunning 
production of Arthur Miller's The Crucible. The next 
play will be Driving Miss Daisy. 

C·onference inspires 
black student leaders 
By RENITA MILBURN 
Staff Reporter 

The Organization of African American Culture, a 
student organization that focuses on raising the aware
ness of its members and the community, recently attend
ed the Southwestern Black Student Leadership Confer
ence at Texas A & M University, College Station, Jan. 
24-27. 

Dr. Vanneise Collins, assistant to the president, and 
physical educ~tion instructor Al Bass took COM stu
dents Jonafa Simpson, Annette Sanford, Marquita Sam, 
Babette Jammer, Jeremy Bass, Charles Ritley and Jona
thon Steele Jr. to the three-day conference. 

"It was nice to see brothers and sisters come togeth
er. like that," Simpson said of the unity and cooperation 
at the event. 

This was the third conference to be held at A & M 
since nine African American students organized the first 
one after attending the Big Eight Conference on black 
student government in 1987 and 1988. They recognized 
the need for such an event in this area and with the help 
of a dedicated faculty member began the A & M confer
ence. 

The purpose of the conference is to develop and en
rich the academic, political and cultural awareness of 
black student leaders. The conference is designed to chal
lenge students to understand their past, examine where 
they are and focus on where they're going. 

"It was very inspiring, we got to meet new people 
and share ideas with people from all walks of life," San
ford said. 

"One thing you can say about all these people, even 
though they are all coming from different areas of exper
tise," Dr. Collins said, is that "you can hear commonali
ties in their messages in terms of issues you should be 
aware of." 

Conference speakers were: Wilhelmina Delco (mem
ber of Texas House of Representatives), Benjamin 
Hooks (executive director of NAACP), Joshua I. Smith 

(founder of the Maxima Corporation) and Tony Brown (a 
professor at Howard University, Washington D.C., and 
civil rights activist who knew Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. personally) 

A career fair, panel discussions and workshops pro
vided a well-rounded atmosphere. The workshops includ
ed topics such as Blacks in Coporate America, Career 
Planning, Black Students and White Administrators, 
Black Greeks (fraternities and sororities), The Black 
Family, A History of African American Women, Black 
Colleges, Black Man's Guide to Understanding Black 
Women, and Are You African Enough. Dr. Collins stat
ed that the workshops were so crowded that many times 
they were closed due to lack of seating. 

Houston Auto Show cruises in and out of town 
BY STEVE VILLARREAL 
Staff Reporter 

The Houston Auto Show recently rolled into town. 
This auto show was unique. It displayed the cars you 
want to buy, and also the cars you would never dream of 
buying. rm telling you, your mouth just would have 
dropped had you seen some of these cars. But let me 
warn you, if you had seen the sticker price to some of 
them, you might just have passed out 

The auto show was held in the Astrohall from Jan 

26 to Feb. 3. Sure it was a long drive, but it was worth 
it. You would have witnessed some of the most intense 
automobiles around. If you missed it, you missed the 
newest cars on the road today. You also missed cars that 
you seldom see driving around. 

Inside the Astrohall showroom was a wide variety 
of new cars. They ranged from the elegant luxury cars to 
the high tech sports cars. Also displayed were trucks and 
vans. There was one unusual van that separated and 
turned into a coupe. 

What was really interesting about the show was the 
display of future cars. Certain car companies showed the 
public what their cars might look like in the future. 
Take my word for it, we are in for a treat Looking at the 
future Corvette, all I wanted to do was get into it and 
drive. 

Along with America's pride and joy the Corvette, 
were other cars with their companies. Such companies 
were Ford, whose Mustang was its best eye-catcher, 
Jeep, whose Eagle Talon is gaining respect. Pontiac had 
its Trans AM and Plymouth had its Laser. Some luxury 

cars were the Cadillac Ellante, Lincoln Town Car, 
Chrysler Lebaron, the Infinity and the new Lexus. 

Now for the imported cars that were displayed. As I 
walked around I noticed a huge crowd around two groups 
of cars. These cars were from the companies of Porsche 
and Ferrari. The Porsche is the pride of Germany's sport 
cars. They are well known for their fine suspension. For 
instance there was a 91 I Turbo displayed for $130,000. 

About 20 feet away I coud see the F40 by Ferrari; 
its bright red colors shone in the light showing its 
$200,000 features. This unique car is the pride of Italy. 
The F40 is so fast, it's banned from our roads. 

Other foreign companies that had displays were 
BMW, Mercedes Benz, Jaguar and Lotus Esprit. 

There were many other cars that I could name, but 
I'll leave it up to you to check them out next year. 



Students showcase 
works in art exhibit 
By PENNY BARRERA 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland. Annual Student Exhib
it featuring photographs, ceramics, paintings and sculp
tures are showcased for all to see in the COM Art Gal
lery in the Fine Arts Building. A host of family and 
friends came opening night, Jan. 24, to view the extraor
dinary works the students had created. The exhibit runs 
through Feb. 22. 

The purpose of the exhibit is to allow students to 
display their works in the gallery to get exposure. 

Troy Fortenberry, a COM student and president of 
the COM Art Association, stated that professionals 
come out to view the students' works and as students 
submit more pieces to more galleries, their names be
come familiar to those who are doing the viewing. This 
causes the viewer to become more interested in that per
son's work. And one never knows where that interest 
will lead, Fortenberry suggested. 

Of the 12 photographs Fortenberry has in his port
folio three are on display in the show. Photography in
structors Mona Marshall and Deborah Roo agreed that 
the three chosen are his best worlc and encouraged him to 
enter them. This is Fortenberry's first time to exhibit his 
work. "I didn't even know COM had a student show." He 
has been enrolled in three semesters of photography. 

Thomas Overbeck, winner of the Power Ducks logo 
in December, also participated in the show. Overbeck 
chose to show an exquisite photograph of the Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in Galveston. He also is a pho
tography student 

"When I first attended the photography class, I 
didn't know how to operate a 35mm camera at all," 
Overbeck explained. Now, not only does he know how 
to operate the camera, but he also has learned how to de
velop his pictures. "I learned a lot out of that (photogra
phy 1) class." 

Dr. Richard Lizza, COM Art Gallery director, was 
very pleased with the turnout of the opening. He ex
plained that the overall mood of the evening was "friend
ly and enthusiastic." 

Dr. Lizza also said of the students' works that they 
are "outstanding and of high quality." 

This year all students who participated and also 
those who didn't will have the opportunity to sell their 
pieces for a profit. The Art Association will hold an art 
sale Feb. 27, in the breezeway of the Learning Resource 
Center. 

Painting and drawing instructor James Templer ex

plained that the work is created under normal class condi
tions. "The purpose of the show is to let the community 
see the kinds of work and assignments that represent the 
class. Every student is encouraged to submit work for 
the exhibit" 

Every month, new works are on display in the gal
lery which is under the direction of Dr. Lizza. All COM 
students and personnel, as well as visitors from the sur
rounding communities, are welcomed and encouraged to 
visit the gallery which is opened upon request when 
phoning the Fine Arts Department in advance. The 
phone number is (713) 280-3991 or (409) 938-1211, 
Ext. 348. 
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Jan. 24, opening night of the COM Annual Student Art Exhibit brings many guests and family 
members. The show runs through Feb. 22 in the Fine Arts gallery. (Photo by Penny Barrera) 

Nursing Career Fair set Feb. 26 
Therefore, O'Kane expects :it least 30 hospitals and four
year colleges, mostly from the Galveston-Houston area, 
to participate this year. 

By CONNIE McCULLEN 
Guest Reporter 

The College of the Mainland's Department of Nurs
ing will host its third annual Career Fair on Feb. 26. 

The fair will be held in the Stu dent Center from 12: 30 
pm. to 2: 30 pm. If, however, the construction in the center 
is not completed, the fair will be held in the Technical
Vocational Building in the hallway by the nursing de
partment. 

"Anyone who is interested in•a health-related career 
is invited to attend," Constance O'Kane, an instructor in 
COM's associate nursing degree program, said. 

This is an open invitation to anyone on campus and 
the general public, not just the 50 graduating nursing 
students, O'Kane emphasized. 

Due to the shortage of nurses in this country, many 
health-oriented companies participate and/or organize 
career fairs to recruit registered nurses for their staffs. 

"Because many of our nursing students missed at
tending similar career fairs held in Houston in the past 
years as a result of their class schedules, I decided to 
initiate our own career fair for our students." 

Company representatives will distribute pamphlets, 
brochures and pins at their booths in order to encourage 
fairgoers to seek employment with their organizations. 

Thus, individuals who plan to inquire about prospec
tive employment opportunities are encouraged to bring 
their resumes and college transcripts. 

"We receive many positive responses about our fair," 
0 'Kane said." For example, last year four ofour students 
who came to the fair received lucrative packages from 
Texas Children's Hospital of Houston." 

The success of past career fairs has O'Kane expect
ing more than 200 people to attend. 

1991 rodeo has mega-stars in store 
By TIMOTHY W. CHAMBERS 
Starr Reporter 

The Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo kicked off 
its 1991 season Feb. 17. George Strait opened the show 
with his 10th return to the Rodeo. 

Some other country mega-stars who have appeared 
in the opening days, or those still to come, during the 
14-day event are Alabama, K.T. Oslin, Travis Tritt, The 
J udds and Houstonian Garth Brooks. 

On the comedic side of the rodeo besides the clowns, 
Bill Cosby returns to the Astrodome for his third rcxteo 
perf onnance. 

For non-country music fans, Joe Y Familia, Frankie 
Beverly, The Isley Brothers, Steve B, and the C&C Mu
sic Factory, will also be appearing. 

Ticket sell-outs include Clint Black, The Oakridge 
Boys, Larry Gatlin and the Gatlin Brothers, and Reba 
McEntire. All other tickets are still available at all 
Ticketron outlets and the Astrodome ticket office. Ticket 

prices are $5, $10, and $12, depending on seat location. 
Parking costs $3. 

Those to appear at the Rodeo: 

Feb. 23 - Kathy Matea and Vince Gill, 11 a.m 
Charley Pride, 7:45 p.m. 

Feb. 24 -Mazz and Little Joe y La Familia, 1 p.m. 
Bill Cosby, 7:45 p.m. 

Feb. 25 -Clint Black, 7:45 p.m. 
Feb. 26 -Roger Miller (featuring Charlene Carter, 

Mark Chesnutt, Shenandoah, Marty Stuart, 
and Doug Stone), 7:45 p.m. 

Feb. 27 -Steve Warner and Lorrie Morgan, 7:45 p.m. 
Feb. 28 -Frankie Beverly and Maze, and the Isley 

Brothers with Angela Winbush, 7:45 p.m. 
March 1 -Ricky Van Shelton, 7:45 p.m. 
March 2 - Steve Band C~C Music Factory, 

11 a.m. 
Oak Ridge Boys and Larry Gatlin and the 
Gatlin Brothers, 7:45 p.m. 

March 3 • Reba Mc Entire, 4 p.m. 

Mall of the Mainland to opeii with gala celebration 
By THOMAS OVERBECK 
Staff Reporter 

Mall of the Mainland, Galveston County's newest 
shopping phenomenon, will celebrate their Grand Open
ing with a formal benefit on March 19 supporting the 
United Way Youth At Risk agency. 

The agency is dedicated to assisting young children 
who are confronted by cultural or economic barriers to 
learning. Mall manager J. David Adams states, "We are 
thrilled to be a part of the excitement in Galveston 
County. We can't think of a better way to show our 
commitment to the area than by investing in its youth 
and its future." 

The grand opening gala is scheduled from 7 p.m. to 
March 20. Tickets can be purchased at both the Texas 
City/La Marque and Galveston Chambers of Commerce 
for $25 each, with patron tables selling from $500 to 
$5,000. 

For more information, contact mall Assistant 
Manager Donna Batten at (409) 986-7000. 
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Middle East News 

Tillie Henson has been with CO M's library for 20 years. 
Her son is on an aircraft carrier in the Red Sea. 

(Photo by Frankie Rodriquez) 

Tillie Henson prays 
for son's safe return 

By FRANKIE RODRIQUEZ 

Staff Reporter 

War. We read about it in the papers. We see the dev
astation on television. We hear the latest on radio. 

For many it is an object of curiosity. For others it's 
a need to stay informed with current events. 

For some Americans it's disrupted their lives. 

***** 

"I'm not worried." Tillie Henson, College of the 
Mainland's circulation supervisor at the Learning Re
source Center, asserts calmly. "I would be if he were. 
But he's not." 

Henson is referring to her 20-year-old son, La'Taron 
Green who is serving in the U.S. Navy aboard the air
craft carrier U.S.S. John F. Kennedy in the Red Sea. 
Green is a machinist engineer in his second year of ac
tive service. His ship was the first to launch bomber 
planes when the Persian Gulf War began on Jan. 17. 

"I lcnow he's bravely facing whatever he needs to 
face on a day-to-day basis and that keeps me going," 
Henson adds. "But the toughest thing is not knowing 
how he's doing. I can watch CNN and find out where his 
ship is. But I still don't know how he's doing." 

She has not turned to a support group made up of 
individuals going through similar emotions. She relies 
on her faith to carry her through. 

"He (God) has always been my support," she says 
peacefully. "My church, family and friends have been 
great And my co-workers have really helped me as well. 
You hear it all the time. 'How's your son? What's he up 
to? When's the last time you heard from him?' But my 
co-workers' support has really meant a lot." 

The 48 hours immediately after the war began were 
the toughest. "I was at home getting ready for a revival 
at church when Peter Jennings (of ABC News) came on 
talking with a reporter in Iraq," she says. "I could hear 
the artillery in the background. And my feelings turned 
from shock to anger to support over that time." 

Politically. she understands why some people are 
?PPosed_to the war, but she's not sure she has en.ough 
mformation to make up her mind one way or another and 
therefore she will continue to express her patriotism as 
long as her son wants to serve his country. 

"I am a little bit more patriotic and prouder to be an 
American because that is what my son believes he is do-
ing," Henson says. · 

"There's a difference in my family. We've always 
been close, but now the focus is to pray that La'Taron 
gets back safely and you can just feel that when we get 
together." 

In the meantime, she waits. Prayerfully. Peacefully. 
And proudly. 

***** 

/ 

Dr. Don Bass, dean of Institutional and Student Devel
opment, balances support for bis son and U.S. troops with 
disenchantment over the war. 

(Photo by Frankie Rodriquez) 

Bass trusts his son's 
decision to join Navy 
By FI\ANKIE RODRIQUEZ 
Staff Reporter 

"It's been a month today (Feb. 13) since the war 
started," Dr. Don Bass, dean of Institutional and Student 
Development says. "And it's funny. It could easily seem 
like a year (to him)." 

Whether it's on the front burner or the back burner, 
his son is always on his mind. His son is Ray Bass, 
24, Senior Airman. U.S. Air Force serving in the 388th 
Tactical Fighter Unit loading munitions onto fighters 
stationed at an unidentified Army air base within 50 
miles of the Kuwaiti-Saudi Arabian border. 

The younger Bass has just finished his third year of 
active duty. 

"He re-enlisted over there in Saudi Arabia," Dean 
Bass says. "It doesn't matter since he's over there already, 
but if he'd enlisted here I would've had him examined!" 

Dean Bass doesn't understand why we're at war. 
"Don't get me confused," he warns. "I support our 
troops, but I think we are at war because of two big egos 
(President George Bush and Saddam Hussein)." 

The family is handling the situation in different 
ways. 

"His (Ray's) brother doesn't talk about it. His sister 
is obviously upset. and his mother is beside herself. Ray 
knows a lot of people support and care for him. The 
writing class here at COM is communicating with him. 
Several other faculty and. staff members are also writing. 
Our troops know they have our support 

"I last saw him at Mardi Gras last year. And he real
ly wanted to be home for it again this year." Dean Bass 
recalls. Ray has been in the Middle East since Aug. 30 
l~Q ' 

His son being in the Persian Gulf during this war 
has "affected me a lot more than I really thought," Dean 
Bass admits. But I talk with my colleagues. Mary 
Vaughn (in his office) has a son over there. I talk to Til
lie (Henson), Linda Hermeling who.has a son who's a 
pilot flying one or two missions a day over Iraq, and to 
others who don't have anyone in the Middle East. That's 
as gocxl as any $200-dollar-an-hour psychiatrist" 

There is one issue he has avoided. Death. 
"There's no doubt in my mind he's grown up now," 

Dean Bass thoughtfully (and somewhat hesitantly) re
veals. "I know he's thought about it. He's left his power 
of attorney with somebody out in Utah (where he had 
previously been stationed). 

"He left his checking account. His truck payment 
and his truck with his power of attorney. I think it's a 
pretty heady thing for a 24-year-old person to leave their 
power of attorney with anybody," he chuckles nervous
ly. 

"I choose not to (consider the possibility of his 
son's death during war). I'll have to deal with that if that 
happens." 

For Dean Bass, the toughest thing is also not know
ing how his son is. And while this interview was taking 
place he got a call from Hermeling who had just gotten 
off the phone with her son the pilot (Todd Hermeling) in 
Saudi Arabia. She had called Dean Bass to say her son 
was asked by other servicemen if he knew Ray Bass and 
to let everyone back home know Ray was doing fine. 

***** 

Jerry Anderson expects to trade in bis civilian attire as 
director of non-print media services for bis Navy uniform. 

(Photo by Frankie Rodriquez) 

Reservist Anderson 
waits for active duty 
By FRANKIE RODRIQUEZ 
Staff Reporter 

Jerry Anderson is a Navy Reservist. He's also 
COM's director of Non-Print Media Services at the 
Learning Resource Center. 

For him it's not a matter of "if' he'll go, but rather 
"when" he'll go. 

"My unit has been activated and is being sent as an 
aviation maintenance support unit to a NATO base in 
Rota. Spain," Anderson says. He is an aviation electron
ics technician who was in active service from 1966-70 
and has been in the reserves since and is now a Second 
·class Petty Officer. 

His values and ideals have changed since he first 
served this country. 

"I'm at a point where my son is 20 years old. One 
of the best things this government ever did was abolish 
the draft But 111 take my" equipment bag and leave now 
if it will keep my son from being forced to go," he as
serts. 

Anderson is ready for the call. He has packed his 
duffle bag with all his uniforms. He has cleaned out his 
office and left what is not needed in boxes and organized 
everything else. He has made arrangements with his 
creditors about suspending or reducing his payments. He 

See Jerry Page ·7 · 
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Jerry Anderson: War is 'sanctified insanity' 
Continued from Page 6---------
has logically and methodically taken care of his civilian 

life to make the transition into active military status as 
smooth as possible. 

Anderson's agony over the war centers around not 
knowing when he is going to be tapped on the shoulder. 
Although his unit of 135 servicemen has been activated, 
the Navy only took five Seamen in December. When the 
war broke out, activation orders were again issued. But 
this time only 20 were sent to Spain. 

"Over the holidays I went to California to see my 
94-year-old grandmother. To kinda say goodbye to some 

people I hadn't seen for two years," he says. "I don't 

~ii 
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know if I'll be gone for six months or two years." 
"I find myself feeling tension during the day and 

feeling exhausted at night. Both my kids have expressed 
concern, but I don't think they feel anxiety about i( be
cause the likelihood of me being sent into a combat area 

is remote." 
The physical preparation has been the easy part. 

Getting mentally ready is a different story. 
"I think I have faced something about my own mor

tality," Anderson somberly admits. "I have done a lot of 
reflecting. I've been preparing for the emotions that will 
come with being separated from loved ones. I plan on 
spending a couple of days with my son in Arlington be
fore I leave. 

"It's more than saying goodbye. It's resolving some 
of the feelings of not having been around him for some 
time." 

Anderson has mixed the politics of the war with the 
philosophy of patriotism and has logically decided to 
live up to his military commitment in spite of whether 
he agrees with the reasons for the war. 

"War is not a good thing," he says. "It's sanctified 
insanity you might say." 

Nonetheless, Jerry Anderson has traded in his jewel
ry for dog tags. 

Because he never knows when the next phone call 
he gets will be the one from Uncle Sam. 

Student Center may open late March 
Continued from Page 1---------
they're close enough that if they really got with it they 
could finish up in not too long of a time. 

"We'll just have to be patient. .. We've pressed them 
(construction workers) about as hard as we can to get 

them to rush," President Stanley stated. 

Some students have expressed concern about the ab
sence of a place to congregate or eat between class gaps. 
"We were obviously concerned about displeasing the stu-

dents. But there was no way to do it otherwise and meet 
the contractor's needs to get it done," President Stanley 
said. "Construction projects are notorious for not being 
on time. 

"The food services will open just as soon as we get 
the Student Center finished." 

Rainy weather has contributed to some delays on the 
outdoor construction. 

COM has been subjected to a 1 percent cut from the 
state appropriations for the current biennium, which is 
about $100,000 out of this year's budget President Stan
ley said that the construction delays are not related to the 
budget cuts because the funds are separated by law. The 
funds for the beautification projects are revenue bonds 
(moneys from tutition and fees entered into a bond) is
sued one or two years ago. 

"Those funds can't be used for anything but con
struction," the president said. "It is separate from the 
money we get from the state and from local taxes." 

Although the 1 percent budget loss hasn't hindered 
construction, it must affect COM in some way. When 

asked about the recent talks or' reducing summer ses
sions, holding one long session instead of the usual two 
shorter ones or some other change, President Stanley re
plied, "The 1 percent cut is really of no concern and will 
not affect our decision about summer school. 

. "Our ~oncem is what's going to happen to appropri
allons next year. 

"If the worst case came, yeah, we probably would 
have to reduce it (summer school) some. We've talked of 
having a nine-week term summer session instead of two 
six-week terms which would allow students to take six 
hours in one term." 

He said: "There is one more coming renovation in 
the Techni~al Vocational Building where we are vacating 
auto and diesel labs and welding spaces. This space will 
tum into a variety of things such as general purpose 
classrooms. 

"Students will have a lot to enjoy when we get 
through, for instance, a jogging trail will circle the lake 
and there will be sitting areas s·trung about the lake 
front. I'd be interested in knowing how the students like 
the lettering above the buildings?" 

The parking lots will be improved also, the presi
dent said. 

He encourages students to talk with him of their 
feelings about COM. "I have an open-door policy." 

Diverse black achievers hold discussion . 
Continued from Page 1---------

criticism regarding political racism. Edward J. Perkins, a 
black former Ambassador to South Africa, was asked 
what Bush's "New World Order" (referring to Bush's term 
for his idea of a post-Persian Gulf war) would mean for 
blacks. 

"It's hard to say," Perkins answered. 
"I think it's ironic that Bush is using a "Hitlerian" 

term (New World Order) to describe what he wants to 
happen in the Middle East." Amiri Baraka, noted writer 
and scholar, said. ''We need some real black leaders to 
come to the forefront." 

Orville Kean, president of the University of Virgin 
Islands, says blacks will only begin to make an impact 
if they enter "the halls of government and into corporate 
board rooms." 

Blacks are also being discriminated against economi
cally, according to the panel. The group cited the federal 
closure of the Freedom Bank in Harlem, New Y orlc, the 
largest black-owned bank in the country. Federal regula
tors were taking over the bank at the close of business 
because of poor performance and lack of sufficient assets. 
However, three minutes before the bank was to be 
closed, investors were able to obtain $7 million to keep 
the bank open. 

They were not allowed to keep the bank because fed
eral regulators were unwilling to be flexible and leave 
the bank open for a few extra minutes and allow the 

transfer of funds. 
As for the Middle East war, Randall Robinson, Ex

ecutive director ofTransAfrica Inc., an international con
sulting firm, said he wouldn't let his son go. 

"Rich white people do not have kids in this war. 
President Bush doesn'L Secretary (of State James) Balcer 
doesn't And Congress doesn't have any children in the 
war. It's not worth a drop of blood--black or white!" Ro
binson exclaimed. 

"It's blacks and lower-class Americans that are fight
ing for the desires of the people in W. ashington," he said. 
"Most of our people don't even know why they are fight
ing this war." 

But the conference not only dealt with problems. It 
dealt with solutions as well. 

The weapons blacks should use to fight racism are 
education and developing a higher self-esteem in the 
community, panelists pointed out. 

"We need to develop positive human values in our 
children," Asa G. Hilliard m said. Hilliard is an educa
tion psychologist and historian. He added that black 
youths need a better values system which would enhance 
educational growth. 

"It's a self-fulfilling prophecy we suffer from be
cause we think we can't overcome racism and therefore 
we won't," Hilliard said. 

About 30 College of the Mainland students attended 
the conference held Jan. 31. 

.. 
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What's Happening 

Children in the COM Child Development Lab break for lunch with teacher Shirley Lester. Clockwise from Lest
er: LesUe Reitmeyer, Sonia Robinson, Dustin Martin, Kemari Moore, Randy Anderson and Lee Newman. 

(Photo by Frankie Rodriquez) 

.Continuing the MLK Dream 
By ANNA SWORDS 

Staff Reporter 

"I Have a Dream" will ring out forever despite ef
forts to crush the civil rights movement with the assas
sination of its foremost leader, Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. 

To celebrate Dr. King's birthday Houston offered a 
range of activities. 

Houston City Councilwoman Sheila Jackson Lee 
spoke at a memorial service held at Mount Hebron 
Church. The service was followed by a candlelight pro
cession. Also that day a recitation of Dr. King's "I Have 
a Dream" speech was given at Rice University. 

In the Jan. 21 Houston Post article "For School 
Children, King Day a Day of Celebration" Deloyed Park
er, executive director of Shape Community Center, 
wrote: "I'm upset that the week we celebrate him, the 
drum major qf peace, we declare war. It runs counter to 

· everything Dr. King was about." Dr. King's philosophy 

of nonviolence meant.bringing about change without 
violent acts. Dr. King believed nonviolence should be di
rected against the forces of evil. He wanted people to be 
able to live in peace. 

In 1967 King attacked U.S. support of the Vietnam 

War (1957-1975). Many supporters of the war denounced 
King's criticisms, but the growing anti-war movement 
welcomed his comments. • 

While organizing the Poor People's Campaign, 
King was assassinated by James Earl Ray, a white drifter 
who pleaded guilty to the crime in March 1969. 

At College of the Mainland, in honor of Dr. King 
and as a precursor to Black History Month, the COM 
Organization of African American Culture helped spon
sor the live via satellite video teleconference "Beyond 
The Dream III: The Global Perspective." 

Dr. King's civil rights activities began with a pro
test of Montgomery, Ala.'s, segregated bus system in 
1955. This led the U.S. Supreme Court in 1956 to order 
Montgomery to provide equal, intergrated seating on 
public buses. The boycott won Dr. King national fame 
and indentified him as a symbol of blacks' efforts to 
fight racial injustice. 

On Aug. 28, 1963, more than 200,000 Americans, 
including many whites, gathered at the Lincoln Memori
al in Washington, D.C. The highpoint of the rally was 
Dr. King's "I Have a Dream" speech, which according to 
The World Book "eloquently defined the moral basis of 
the civil rights movement." The movement won a major 
victory in 1964, when Congress passed the Civil Rights 
Bill that President John F. Kennedy had recommended 
and President Lyndon B. Johnson pushed to victory. 

COM hosts variety of black history events 
Continued from Page 1----------

The celebration of Black History Month began with 
the teleconference "Beyond the Dream III: The Global 
Perspective," which dealt with issues confronting black 
Americans in society today. 

Feb. 14 was a big day for African Americans at 
COM. A teleconference dealt with "Assessing Minority 
Opportunities in Technical and Vocational Education." 
That evening, Hope Shiver, Arts and Humanities De
partment faculty member and choir director, presented 
"Get on Board," a performance about the life of Harriett 
Tubman. 

As part of the Black History Month celebration, 

several students and faculty members attended COM's 
Evening at the Theater. On Feb. 17, attendees went to 
the Stages Repertory Theater in Houston to see a black 

production called Shakin' the Mess out of Misery. 
Greek Day will be. Feb. 26, during college hour. 

Greelc Day is organized to expose the COM campus to 
· the missions and history of black Greek organizations. 

"I try to set up activities that will make the commu
nity feel comfortable about coming to the College of the 
Mainland campus," Dr. Collins said. "Because if they 
feel there is a place for them here, they may recommend 
their sons and daughters and nieces and nephews to come 
here.'' 

Art Association sale 
College of the Mainland's Art Association is spon

soring an art sale on Thursday, Feb. 28, during College 
Hour which is from 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the 
Learning Resource Center breezeway. The sale will in
clude various types of artwork by COM students, such 
as paintings and photos, as well as "Power Ducks" T
shirts. 

Zinn to speak at COM . 
Dr. Howard Zinn, reknowned historian and play

wright, will speak at College of the Mainland Wednes
day, March 13, at 7:15 p.m. He will lecture on "Just 
And Unjust Wars: A Historical Perspective." Dr. Zinn is 
most noted for his book A People's History of the Unit
ed States. His doctorate is in history from Columbia 
University, New York, N.Y. Dr. Zinn was active in the 
Vietnam anti-war and civil rights movements. 

Crowd applauds 
Finley performance 
Continued from Page 1-----------

The next story is about a Vietnam veteran strug
gling to survive after the war is over. This veteran's 
friend, Jesse also a Vietnam War veteran, has non-• 
removable shrapnel above one ear that cause·s abnormal 
behavior. At the end of this tale, Jesse's behavior brings 
him a gruesome death, and the narrator, also Jesse's guar
dian, is left to deal with life on his own. 

The last story of Finley's reading was about a boy 
growing up in West Texas in the mid '50s with a 
younger brother who contracted polio. 

This story tells of the hard times that the family en
dures with this catastrophe, but also of the good times. 
His little brother became the first person in an iron lung 
in Texas since his polio affected him in such a way. 
People came from all around to give their support and 
hope. They also left messages attached to the iron lung. 
However, the death of his little brother tears the family 
apart. The narrator's father starts drinking and his mother 
goes insane. 

This evening of readings pulled on the heart strings 
of each listener i;lS Finley unfolded his tales. However de
pressing the stories may have been, they were still very 
enjoyable and were very well written. 

Finley, says Brenda Brown, an instructor of litera
ture at COM, is an "excellent reader" since he has good 

"insight of West Texas.''; the three stories he read were 
"three of his finest efforts." Brown also mentioned that 
Finley is "probably one of the most important writers in 
Texas" and is "well recognized across the country.'' 

Finley has "more than 20 stories published" accord
ing to Larry Smith, a history instructor at COM. 

Some of the magazines that have published Finley's 
stories are The Chattahoochee Review in Dunwoody, 
Ga., The Greenboro Review in Greenboro, N. C., The 
Best in the West 2 in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Finley says that he tries "to write what he likes to 
read." His favorite author is Raymond Carver along with 
many others. Since Finley teaches political science, he 
felt that he "had to get away from (politics)." 

Finley minored in English in college and has taken 
Brett Jarrett's writing course at COM several times to 
improve his technique. Finally, he thought he would 
take "a stab" at writing. 

Finley gives an excellent example of expression 

through words. 



Rap music up dose 
See Pages 4 and 5 

Production; Behind the scenes 
·See Pages 6 and 7 

GCIC Sports Day results 
See Pages 8 and 9 
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Charles Mahaney, cbairf!lan of the Industrial Division, and Lavoy Wooten go over the bas
ics of the internal combustion engine in COM's new automotive shop. 

(Photo by Frankie Rodriquez) 

Industrial complex completed 
By FRANKIE RODRIQUEZ 
Staff Reporter 

Construction has been completed and College 
of the Mainland now awaits a convenient time to 
move its Industrial Education equipment into the 
new state-of-the-art teaching facility, the Industrial 
Education Complex, on the east side of the cam-
pus. 

"It'll be hard to find as nice a facility and as 
complete a program as we got anywhere else in the 

By DALE DIMITRI 
Assistant Editor 

"There's an atmosphere created by war which makes 
it difficult to talk about," said Dr. Howard Zinn, who 
lectured to a packed College of the Mainland auditorium 
(the aisles were full as well) on March 13. "It's not easy 
to talk about a war which is being celebrated. People are 
talking about this great triumph. 

"I can understand the happiness of greeting people 
who are coming back from the war. But besides from the 
joy of seeing people safe and not hurt, I frankly can feel 
no joy in the war that just went on," Zinn said in his 
speech, "Just and Unjust Wars: An Historical Perspec
tive." 

Zinn, a Columbia U1'iversity graduate and a leader 
in the civil rights and anti-Vietnam War movement, 
spoke of humanity's most brutal practice: War. "Every 
speaker who reasons the necessity of war starts out by 
saying no one wants war ... But! It's that whole "but" syn
drome. I don't believe in racial discrimination ... But!" 
Zinn said, causing tremors of laughter to echo through-

state," Chuck Mahaney, chairman of the Industrial 
Education Department, said. 

"The auto/diesel building is open, but not the 
welding building," he added Because of the nature 
of the equipment and the time it would take to 
move it, the department will not begin to fully uti
lize the building until the move can be conducted 
without disrupting the current classes. The auto/ 
diesel building does have some classes this semes
ter and there is some work being conducted in the 
18 bays. 

See New Page 9 

out the auditorium. 

War is not human nature 
Zinn, who authored the widely acclaimed, A Peo

ple's History of the United States as well as 11 other 
books, said a popular argument people use when dis
cussing war is that "war is human nature." , 

"People accept war almost fatalisticly. Well, we're 
against war, but! There's that but again, it's inevitable," 
Zinn said. People who try to prove that war is human na
ture will often point to the animal kingdom. Zinn com
mented: "Like an expert on bees might write a book on 
violence and human natur (audience laughs). It's a 
jump ... (more laughter) from bees to human nature.'' · 

Zinn continued to say that scientifically there is no 
proof that war is human nature. The evidence often giv
en to "prove" war is human nature is not scientific nor 
psychological, but historic. Humans have engaged in 
war in the past; thus war must be natural. But this is not 
true, Zinn said. History only proves that humans are ca
pable of war. 

See Just Page ii 

Katz's accusations 
-breed resentment 

Hy DALE DIMITRI 
Assistant Editor 

The College of the Mainland Board of Trustees 
gathered for their routine meeting March 21, but found 
the Board Room so flooded with students, staff and com
munity members that the meeting had to be moved to the 
Learning Resource Center auditorium. 

COM instructor of criminal justice Howie Katz had 
recently brought serious public charges against COM 
history instructor Larry Smith as well as blanket charges 
against whole divisions of COM. The situation, as a re
sult, had been put on the Board's agenda for discussion. 

Katz's charges appeared in the March 18 issue of the 
Texas City Sun in a letter with the headline "America: 
Love it or leave it." 

See Students Page 12 

Various setbacks 
delay construction 
By FRANKIE RODRIQUEZ 
Starr Reporter 

"There's plenty of blame to be shared by all," Col
lege of the Mainland President Larry Stanley said of the 
reason for continuing delays in the completion of cam
pus renovation projects. 

The $1.2 million program, which includes covered 
walkways between buildings, an elevator at the Leaming 
Resource Center, remodeling in the Fine Arts Center 
and, most visibly, renovation of the Student Center, is 
not expected to be completed until this summer. 

"We had originally planned for most of the projects 
to be completed sometime during this semester," Presi
dent Stanley said, but "a series of change orders and a 
failure to order certain material" has limited the pace of 
construction. 

See SC Page9 

Dr. Howard Zinn speaks (Photo by Jim Higgins) 
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Editorials/News 
Easter Bunny not 
meaning of Easter 

Well, it's that time of the year again. The time when 
M&M's "Thank you, Easter Bunny!" commercials echo 
on the television along with Cadbury's clucking rabbit 
that lays eggs before the viewer's eyes and many other 
fantasies of Easter. Children love these commercials. My 
favorite was the M&M's infamous "Thank you, Easter 
Bunny!". 

However, what children often are not taught is that 
Easter is not about the Easter Bunny. Although the Eas
ter Bunny may be a great thing to believe in up to acer
tain age, it is not the true meaning of Easter. 

I, myself, do not celebrate this or many other holi
days to the full extent Sorry to upset you, but my church 
days are over. This does not mean I have no respect for 
the Christian religion. I greatly respect Christians and 
their beliefs. However, the truth about Easter these days 
is that it is over sensationalized. It seems to have no true 
meaning to the public except for chocolates, colored 
eggs and our high and mighty Easter Bunny. 

Although this little rabbit may seem harmless to 
children, it often disillusions them, and they become 
trapped in this dreamland created for them. Who created 
this dreamland? We did. Somehow, we felt that our chil
dren needed protection from the world, so we put a 
shield around them. 

Maybe things have changed since I was a child, but 
this dreamland is not a good place to be. A child needs 
to be fortified w1th the reality of life since the dreamland 
will be destroyed by society as he matures. A child who 
is not given substantial ideas other than fantasies will be 
left in the cold -- unprepared for this cruel world. 1..1 

I respect the Christian religion; however, if you are 
going to teach chilqren a fantasy and then as they mature 
feed them the truth, why not just teach thein now what 
they will later learn in life? The children will be better 
equipped for life if they are taught stable beliefs. 

After all, the children are our future, and we should 
handle our future with the utmost care. 
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Art gallery shows pottery collection 
By THOMAS OVERBECK 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's art gallery, located in the newly 
remodeled Fine Ans Building, is showcasing a variety of 
ceramic sculptures in the exhibit of Gifts of the Earth: Hopi 
and New Mexico Pueblo Pottery, 1880-1990. 

Dr. Craig M. Oettinger, ~iateProfessorof Sociology 
at University of Houston-Clear Lake, collected the artifacts. 
Oettinger's love for Hopi pottery, as well as his desire to 
study sociology, developed from a visit to a Pueblo village in 
northeastern Arizona when he was 15, according to an article 
recently published in The Citizen. 

Walking through the exhibit, one can see many beautiful 

Letter to the Editor 

pots and sculptures made by the Hopi and Pueblo Indian 
tribes, from 1880 to present day. The smooth surface of the 
pottery is a result not of glazing methods, but buffing the 
surface with a smooth stone before firing it, according to 
Oettinger. The exhibit runs through April 12. 

Following the Gifts of the Earth showcase will be a solo 
exhibition by fonner Houstonian Jim Cogswell, according to 
Richard Lizza, Gallery Director. Cogswell, who currently 
lives in Michigan, is a figurative painter and will show some 
of his works from April25 to May 24. Cogswell will also give 
alectureabout hisworlconApril25at7p.m. withareception 
following the lecture. For more infonnation, please contact 
the Fine Arts office at (4()()) 938-1211, Ext 348. 

COM instructor implores freedom 
Editor's Note: Starting in middle January there 
have been a number of ar.ticles in The LaMarque 
Times and the Texas City Sun related to College of 
the Mainland. In the following letter, Brett Jarret, 
COM English instructor, is referring to a recent 
letter to the Sun by Howie Katz, a COM instructor 
of Criminal Justice. In Katz's March 16 letter, 
"America: Love it or leave it," he alleged that 
COM professor of history, Larry Smith, was an 
anti-American and a communist. His letter has 
been met with much opposition from both COM fa
culty and students. 

Dear Editor, 
The stingiest supply of brains will permit any 

adult to understand that love cannot be command
ed. While love of God is an act of faith, love of 
country is not. To make gods of our leaders is to 
make fools of ourselves, and only a person unwill-

ing to do his own thinking would be foolish 
enough to chastise someone else whose thinking 
leads him away from administrative policy. 

There are many people I will remember, once 
I leave this place of work, for their personalities. 
But Larry Smith will always stay in my memory as 
a man of ideas. If some of them lack insight, none 
of them lack reflection or courage. It is not my 
friendship but my admiration that pushes me to 
write this note in defense of his right to try his ide
as out on his students. His greatest gift to them is 
~me of critical thinking, and any student who ac
cepts the gift is thereby incapable of being indoc
trinated. 

More free-thinkers and frwer cheerleaders 
would make this a far better worh.place. 

--Brett Jarrett 
English 

Move to stifle education threatens us 
academic freedom. As long as truth, well thought-out 
analysis and doctrines are presented, as they most cer
tainly are now, then no administrative father figure 
should be tolerated to come into the classroom situation 
and tell an instructor, "No. No. You mustn't say that. 
That information is irrelevant." 

"What do you mean? It's an historic event. It most 

certainly happened. By the way, I am the instructor, and 

these are the conclusions I have drawn." 
In the wake of nationalistic unity resurrected by our "Oh so you're a Communist," the father figure spits 

recent Persian Gulf War, some cold, dark things have in a heated fury. "In that case, you're fired!" 
crawled out of the closet. This sounds extreme. But in effect, this is the type 

These red-baiting opportunists play off people's of McCarthyistic nonsense that we students should halt 
good feelings, patriotism and relief at seeing loved ones We need to do so with letters to the·Board, letters to 
home and safe. They are a danger to all free-thinking newspapers and most importantly, with our votes in 
students and instructors because wrapped in the guise of Ma y. 
an American flag, these creatures attack the very princi- This is not about agreeing or disagreeing with what 
pies which distinguish America from so many other instructors say. This is about the right of free-thinking 
countries. I am talking about College of the Mainland's adults to judge for themselves. 
current crisis. Academic freedom is coming under fire We don't need daddies in the classroom. And we - , 
once again. certainly don't want instructors being fired on the basis 

There are two open COM Board of Trustee seats, of their political ideologies. Isn't diversity what America 
and the election will occur in early May. This election is supposed to be about? 
will very well affect the life on campus of teachers and I recall the words of Pastor Martin Niemoller, a vic-
students. Students need to get registered, find out what tim of the Nazis: "In Germany they first came for the 
each of the candidates stands for and vote. Communists and I didn't speak up because I was not a 

There is one candidate in particular for whom I rec- Communist. Then they came for the Jews and I didn't 
ommend you not vote: Robert Pascale. Why? Because speak up because I wasn't a Jew. Then they came for the 
he is a threat to freedom of speech in the classroom. He trade unionists and I didn't speak up because I wasn't a 
is fond of saying "the purpose of the college is to edu- trade unionist. Then they came for the Catholics and I 
cate and not opinionate" and his goals are to remove cer- didn't speaic up because I was a Protestant Then they 
tain instructors with whom he disagrees. Pascale wishes came for me, and by that time there was no one left to 
to impose his own view of "education" and "truth" on speak for me." 
others. I can't speak for all students, but from the many I Let's speak up for the teachers. Vote no on Pascale 

. ba"e:spoken to, it.is clear. that they.res~t.r~s.ttictiDtrSW • • . .-• ~ -May to Jc~p the. li,mitatiQ11~ off our brain~. . _ .. 
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America has much 
to be thankful for 

· ~enny Barrera 

A strange thing happened to America during 
the war in the Middle East The world stopped. 
War was the focus on every TV station and on 
everyone's mind. It was talked about in schools, 
churches, on the streets and read in every major 
newspaper and not-so-major newspaper. Hardly 
any news that wasn't related to the war made the 
headlines. The war brought us fear, sadness and 
despair. But it also brought good things. 

How many American flags have you seen 
lately? Chances are, if you didn't have one before 
the war, you probably have one now. American 
patriotism has skyrocketed to an all-time high. 
Throughout the states, cities and neighborhoods 
you are still likely to see a yellow ribbon tied 
around a tree or two and a waving American flag 
around almost every comer. 

Our military now is looked upon with higher 
respect and admiration than ever before. Slogans 
such as: "We're looking for a few good men," "Be 
all-that you can be" and "It's not just a job, it's an 
adventure," are no longer come-ons to convince 
people to enlist; they're truths. The war has streng
thened the credibility of the military. The armed 
forces have proven themselves to be the finest and 
bravest men and women in the United States. They 
did their jobs to the best of their abilities and suc
ceeded to the fullest 

Families as a whole have gotten closer. The 
reality of the war caused family members to draw 
closer together and to ~h out to one another for 
help and support 

Prayer, once ignored, surfaced on the lips of 
almost everyone from rock stars to top U.S. offi
cials. 

The war gave the American people a chance 
to utilize their anti-war skills. And, yes, even this 
is good. Because only in America can a person ex
press his feelings (granted the expression causes 
no true harm or danger) about the decisions of his 
government and not be unlawfully shut up, beaten 
up or locked up. 

Veterans of World War II, and the Korean and 
Vietnam wars also were looked to for advice and 
asked their opinions on the war. They have been 
paid attention to and, most importantly, listened 
to. 

So there was a little something for everyone. 
Yes, you can say that the war brought out the pa
triotic side in us all. This was good, but also sad. 

Sad to think it took a war for Americans to 
have such admiration for one of the finest military 
services in the wor1d. Sad to think it took a war to 
bring the family together. Sad to think it took a 
war for Americans to pray. Sad to think it took a 
war to pay attention to veterans. We should have 
done this all along, not only when times were 
tough. 

It is a sad fact that it took a war to do all this 
and more. However, we can be thankful that fami
lies are now closer, that veterans are now noticed 
and that prayer has made a brealcthrough. And we 
must never forget those who died for all this. But 
above all, we must never forget to kneel down and 
thank God the war is over. ' -
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News/Features 
Enthusiasm soars 
·at nursing career fair 
By CONNIE McCULLEN 
Guest Reporter 

Nurses, we want you! 
That was the declaration heard loud and clear at the 

College of the Mainland's third annual Career Fair held 
Feb. 26. The declaration reflects the on-going need to 
obtain nurses for employment at health-related organiza
tions. 

As a result of the crucial nursing shortage that af
fects the 25 hospitals and two nursing associations in the 
Galveston-Houston area, all eagerly participated in the 
fair, emphasized Constance O'Kane, an instructor in the 
COM's associated nursing degree program. 

"I think it was wonderful to have been invited to 
participate at the fair because it allowed us the chance to 
meet with the nursing students and to relay information 
about our employment opportunities," stated Lynn Sla
ton, a representative of Mainland Center Hospital of 
Texas City. 

Echoing Slaton, Lynn Cays,. a representative of 
Danforth Hospital of Texas City, said, "I gave prospec
tive nursing students information pertaining to the pros
pect of employment with Danforth." 

Furtliermore, Slaton added, "I was excited by the 
students' enthusiasm." 

COM students rejoiced about having the fair and 
about meeting the representatives. 

"I found it interesting that a lot of hospitals took the 
time to talk to students - freshman, as well as sopho
mores," commented Lolly Ortega, a freshman in the 
nursing program. 

"The people were helpful," sophomore Joyce Schell 

Flo Crawford, a representative for University of Texas School of Nursing, discusses· curriculum 
with COM nursing students at Com's Nursing Fair held Feb. 26 in the Technical Educational 
Building. (Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

stated. "I am glad that it was held here because we have 
'missed attending many fairs held in Houston due to our 
class schedules." 

Many students were impressed by various salaries, 
specialities and benefit and option packages the hospitals 
have to offer. 

"I was impressed with several hospitals because of 
their wages, benefits and option packages," freshman 
Doris Grigg noted. "I therefore, plan to keep in touch 
with them until I complete the nursing program." 

Several students, having received cards and pa1~1ph
lets and having met with the hospital representatives at 
the fair, are being interviewed. Others are receiving 
mail from various health-related organizations. 

Sophomore Catherine Greb said, "I have received 
five or six recruitment letters within a week after the fair 
was held. My letters include a couple of companies that 
didn't participa~ in the fair." 

As an afterthought, Greb added, "However, you 
tend to keep in mind the ones who came to the fair." 

Rap music: Here today, where will it be tomorrow? 
ByTHOMASOVERBECK 
Staff Reporter I,) 

You 're sitting at a diner somewhere in the city. Nearby is 
a jukebox. A kid walks upto the jukebox, looksaround,drops 
in a quarter, presses a few buttons and leaves. A few seconds 
.later the selection plays. You hear a pulsating dance beat and 
start to wonder what the artist is going to sing. Then you hear 
theartistButwait! He'snotsinging ... he'stalking! Suddenly 
you realize that some of his words rhyme, and that he's 
following the rhythm of the music. You have just discovered 
rap music, a musical and cultural phenomenon that is affect
ing modem society in a major way. 

Rap's colorful past 
Some people think of rap as a.gpinoff of rock music, while 

others see it as something entirely different from rock. 
Comparisons and contrasts aside, the beginnings of rap 
music can parallel with the origins of rock as a form of 
expression and/or rebellion emerging from the streets of 
predominantly black urban America Whereas jazz and blues 
were major influences of rock, rap was partly influenced by 
chants performed by ancient African and native American 

- tribes. Most of the time it was just a person putting a record 
on ata neighborhood party and creating new rhyming verses 
to go over the beat being played. 

Rapping began to show up in disco lounges around the 
mid-'70s. Thefirstraprecordsingledidn'tappearumil 1979, 
whentheSugarhillGangrecorded"Rapper'sDelight"foran 
independent !abel. 1be single shot into the Top 40 in the first 
week of 1980, according to Billboard magazine. 

From that time until 1982, rap stayed in the shadows of 
urban contemporary or R&B music, with Kurtis Blow turn
ing out a few minor hits. A major hit surfaced in 1982 when 
Grandmaster Flash and the Furious Five recorded ''The 
Message," a song about drugs and violence in the inner<ity 

streets. Rap then enjoyed a small following with groups such 
as the Treacherous Three, Run-D.M.C., Whodini and Fear
less Four. 

It was Run-D.M.C. who would later carry rap music into 
its next phase, its first crossover into mainstream popular 
music. The group teamed up with members of the hard-rock 
band Aerosmith to rerecord "Walk This Way," an Aerosmith 
classic. When the single was released in 1986, it shot straight 
up into Billboard's Top 10 charts, signaling the beginning of 
rap's infiltration into American pop culture. 

Once thought of by most Americans as a passing black 
fad, rap proved it was liere for good over the next four years, 
with groups springing up across the country and even around 
the world. And it was not just confined to black males either. 
White groups such as Beastie Boys and 3rd Bass made rap 
even more popular with Caucasians, and female groups 
including Salt-N-Pepa and Queen Latifah attracted more 
women to the genre. Recently, Hispanics such as Kid Frost 
andGerardohaveproducedrapmusicwithaLatino-oriented 
style to appeal to Latin-Americans in the Southwest 

As popular as rap was at the time, it was still chiefly an 
adult-oriented form of entertainment mostly ignored by 
corporate America. Cable music channel MTV was still 
interestedmainlyinmainstreampop,playingrapvideosonly 
occasionally, when a group scored a big enough hit An idea 
for an all-rap video show was finally made reality in 1988, 
when Yo! MTV Raps premiered. The show received the 
highestweeklyratingsforthenetworkandintroducedgroups 
who would later become rap superstars, including one artist 
who started out wi~ his video "Ring 'Em" playing on MTV. 
His name was Stanley Kirk Burrell, but was better known ru: 
M.C. Hammer. 

It was around this time that major businesses began to look 
at rap music as a commercially viable asset Television ads 
and shows began using rap music to attract young, product-

buying individuals. Rap is now at a very high point in its 
popularity, its unique appeal reaching people everywhere in 
the world Rolling Stone magazine regularly publishes ar
ticles on rappers, focusing on everyone from Hammer to Ice 
Cube to rap producers Russell Simmons and Rick Rubin. 

The current rap scene 
Today, rap is not so much a category of music as it is 

becoming an established way of expressing song lyrics. 
Elements of rap can be heard in all categories of music, from 
the original "Walk This Way" to "West End Girls" by 
techno-dance group Pet Shop Boys to even ''The Devil Went 
Down To Georgia" by country singer Charlie Daniels. Rap 
has fused with other music genres to create entirely new 
categorizations altogether. One example combines rap with 
heavy metal to create danceable funk-rock, defined by bands 
such as Red Hot Chili Peppers, Faith No More and Pop Will 
Eat Itself. . 

Another example is the ultra-popular style ofR&B music 
currently known as hip hop. A hip hop artist usually uses 
electronic keyboards, turntables and electronic voice sam
plers, implementing singing, original melodies, sampled 
beats recorded on the samplers and rapping into his or her 
songstoproduceafunky,irresistablegrooveheardinpopular 
dance clubs. 

But let's get back to the category of basic rap, with just talk 
and rhythm. The basic rap group consists of one perso1' or a 
group of people, commonly known as MCs (from "master of 
ceremonies") chanting out, or "busting," the lyrics. Music is 
providedbyeitherabandorthemorepopularform,aDJ (disc 
jockey) spinning rhythms on turntables and/or operating 
voice sampling machines. Basic rap has spawned categories 
within itself, producing an array of expressions and melo
dies. 

RomanticrapperssuchasBig Daddy Kane and Candyman 
See What Page 5 



What was once fad, 
is now here to stay 
Continued from Page 4---------

generally appeal to women with their mellow beats and soft 
romantic songs. Hardcore or .. gangsta" rappers could care 
less about the women (actually, a more derogatory tenn is 
widely used) they're involved with rapping harsh, explicit 
tales about survival in the inner city ghettos. Artists who fall 
into this category, such asN.W.A., Ice-T and the Gelo Boys, 
fill their songs with the usual huge amounts of sex. drugs and 
violence that they have experienced in the streets. 

Where survival is mostly all these rappers are concerned 
with,politicalor .. Afrocentric"rappersbavedeeperthoughts 
about the black race and the wmkt they live in. Inspired by 
leaders such IL'! Malcolm X, Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Nelson Mandela. Afrocentric rap artists bust lyrics dealing 
with black hista'y, race relations and general pride in their 
African heritage. The~ecansometimes be delivered in 
loudrageorsmoothrebellion,asistheea'leofPublicEnemy, 
Boogie Down Productions or the Last Asiatic Disciples. 

Another group of Afrocentric rappers follow the same 
ethnic values but with a ma-e symbolic, dreamy feel to their 
sound, as expressed in the music by De La Soul and A Tribe 
Called Quest. 

Finally, theze are those who rap just for laughs, with 
humorous beats and insane and sometimes lewd lyrics. 2 
Live Crew, No Face and Bobby Jimmy and the Critters head 
the list of comedy rappers. 

Public reaction to rap 
Even the darkest of gangsta rappers may use humor in 

their raps, as they are just expressing their feelings to their 
fans, as opposed to coercing them into imitation of the 
characterized values. Unfortunately, there are people who 
believe the latter and have oiganiz.ed pro-censorship groups 
pressing for banishment of the more explicit rappers from the 
record stores. In 1990 one of the activists, Jack Thompson, 
pressed for the banning of 2 Live Crew's As Nasty As They 
Wanna Be recording from the stores. 

Events such as this have generated controversy over just 
what rap is doing to American society. Some say rap music 
promotes violence, citing incidents at concerts featuring 
Run-D.M.C. and Public Enemy as examples. A cover stay 
by Newsweek focused on rap music and its negative impact 
Oil Amt7ica. 

Opinions on rap music today are still sharply divided.just 
as opinions on rock were in the .. 50s. Just as big-band swing 
supporters dismissed their children's rock and roll as not real 
music, today's aging baby-boomer generation, raised on 
rebellious' ros "c}as.gcrock," might downplay their kids' rap 
music the same way. 

Differing opinions can also split on racial lines. Often, 
white people raised on heavy metal think of rap music a'! just 
senseless noise, while blacks think the same thing about 
metal. The late& attempt to shove rap into the mainstream 
may do more harm than good.Robby Van Winkle's sanitired 
hijinks as Vanilla Ice have so far been s~ful in commer
cializing rap and making it more appealing to white middle
class sensibilities. However, there are many people in the rap 
communitywhosee Vanillaiceasathreattotheintegrityand 
credibility of the rest of the rap world. They claim that the 
white Dallas/Miami rapper is turning rap into a fad that, given 
the reputation of fads, may send rap music into a popular 
bumouL 

The future of rap music 
The question of the future of rap is still unanswered. 

Whether rap ha'! a future at all depends on what the majority 
of the public and the government thinks about freedom of 
expression, of what is in good and bad taste. ff groups such 
as 2 Live Crew and the Gelo Boys are to continue with their 
explicit elaborations, they will need a strong defense for the 
First Amendment and civil liberties to counter what the pro
censasbip activists perceive as "traditional American val
ues. "The popularity thatrap music isexperiencingright now 
may bum out just as badly as disco music did if there is not 
enough control over the commercializ.ation of rap. That 
would be a shame, since rap music is more and more 
becoming the voice of today's youth, just as defiant as 
political rock was in the late •ros. And voices like that should 
be umbstandably heard. Yo! We outta here. 

' , I I 
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From left, writing instructors Carolyn Sharer, Tommie Frees and Sandra Evans pause for a pic
ture in front or the Learning Assistance Center bulletin board covered with pictures of local ser
vice members statined in the Persian Gulf. As a class project, writing students wrote to many 
or these service men. Several students received letters back from the troops telling the students 
how much it meant to them to receive support from the people back home. Evans also is the 
LAC coordinator. (Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

Soldiers proudly fight for their country 
By FRANKIE RODRIQUEZ 
Staff Reporter 

La'Taron Green is coming home at the end of 
March. No one is happier than his mother, Tillie Henson, 
College of the Mainland's library circulation supervisor 
in the Leaming Resource Center. 

"Several members of my family are making the final 
arrangements to be there (the naval base in Norfollc, Va.) 
when the ship arrives," a beaming Henson said. 

Green has been stationed on the aircraft carrier USS 
John F. Kennedy. That carrier was the first to launch the 
bombers in the initial phases of the air attack against 
Iraq. The ship has traveled back and forth between the 
Red Sea and the Persian Gulf. 

Before the end of the war, Henson always had a 
smile and a relaxed, serene look. Her faith in God and 
support for her son were her shield and armor. But now, 
the smile glows and there's a sense of relief about her. 

"The celebration when he gets to port will be private 
and joyful," she said. "But all my friends and his are 
ready to really welcome him home (to La Marque) as 
soon as he gets his 30-day leave." 

"I am so proud of him," she said. "He's not my little 
boy anymore." 

*** 
Ray Bass called his father, Dr. Don Bass, dean of 

Ins:.ruction and Student Development a week after the • 
war ended. It was his first day off from loading muni
tions onto fighter planes near the front lines in Saudi 
Arabia since the beginning of the ground war. 

"He told me he had been working 12-, 14-, 16-hour 
days," Dr. Bass said. "He's now in Abu Dhabi making 
his way back home (Hill Air Force Base in Ogden, • 
Utah)." 

"He's OK," he adds. "In pretty good spirits and 
ready to get back." 

Ray Bass has been in the Air Force for six years and 

re-enlisted while in Saudi Arabia. 
"He didn't talk about it (how close to the action he 

got)," Dr. Bass asserted. "And I didn't bring it up. He 
said we'll tallc when he gets back." 

He did talk about seeing a lot of friends from his 
earlier years ih the service and the cache of ammunitions 
that the United States has stockpiled from as far back as 
the Vietnam War, according to Dr. Bass. 

"I think: what rm gonna do when he gets back is rent 

., "'-l 

a hall somewhere and throw a party," the dean said. 
"And rm gonna invite everyone who has asked me about 
him to celebrate his return." 

When asked about the change in his son, Dr. Bass 
said "There's a loss of innocence because of this war rit
ual. He's sound and grown up." 

*** 
"It's been an arduous seven months. It's really been 

anxiety-filled," Jerry Anderson, director of Non-Print 
Media Services, confessed. Anderson is a Naval Reserve 
Petty Officer in an aviation maintenance unit out of the 
Naval Base, New Orleans, La. 

His 135-member unit was activated in December. 
However, only a few sailors were actually notified to re
port. Nonetheless, Anderson has spent these past few 
months organizing his professional and personal life in 
preparation for his departure. 

But there is a second set of emotions that he is now 
experiencing. 

"It's almost like preparation for a sporting event be
cause you get all keyed up to play to win," Anderson 
said. "Well, I never got a chance to go out there and get 
involved in this. But I guess I was pretty well ready to 
go. Now I have two feelings. First, I felt rejected be
cause, it was anti-flimactic for me, and then of course, 
the feeling of relief that the war is over." 

Anderson is now turning his attention to a different 
form of sailing. He has been chosen as a crew member 
of the historic tall ship Elissa docked in Galveston. That 
"job" is going to take up all his weekends during the 
warm weather months and there is the possibility of a 
sailing tour along the eastern seaboard. of the United 

States in 1992. 

Plus, he wants to add a final storyline to this chapter 
of his life. He wanted to be involved with the planning 
of the recent St. Patrick's Day parade in Texas City 
which also saluted the servicemen and women in the 
Persian Gulf, but ironically, it conflicted with his reserve 
duty weekend. So he is looking for some other way to 
put this behind him. 

"I did gain a sense of my mortality from all this," 
Anderson said. "And it motivated me to do some other 
things. You're either too busy or too concerned with oth
er things to take time and smell the roses. It gave me a 
reason to take a deep breath and look around me and see 
what there is to value. 

"But, it's time for me to unpack." 
I 

\ ' ' - ' , ' ' , t' .:,· \ ~. • ,. '·.. ' \ 
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Production: Behind the Scenes 

1~ -~ . 

~ ,.··~ 

Guest Reporter Connie McCullen and staff members Timothy W. Chambers, Dawn Runner and Teresa Trygstad begin 
the reviewing and critiquing the previous ~ues of lnter<:OM to improve the layout and design. 

Text by 
Rodney 
Conley 
and 
Teresa 
Trygstad 

Photos by 
Brady 
Mahaney 
and 
Frankie 
Rodriquez 

JnterCOM Adviser Astrid H. Lowery and Managing Editor Penny Barrera look 
through stories submitted by student reporters. ' 

7 

... putting it all together 
InterCOM. To most people at College of the Main

land, it's a well- organized sometimes-monthly publica
tion depicting what goes on at and around the campus. 
To the staff, it's a product of weeks of strenuous assem
bly and production. 

Putting together a newspaper consists of many 
steps. One of the first is what we staffers c.all brain
stonning or coming up with ideas for news or feature 
stories. We've got a lot of things we use to do this: peo
ple on campus, the Student Activities Calendar, the fa
culty newsletter Compendium, several news releases 
which are sent to us. local papers, world news, and stuff 
like that 

From these sources ·we create a budget which is a 
list of the stories, the names of the writers and the dates 
the stories are due. 

Once stories are assigned, staffers run off with their 
notepads and tape recorders and scamper across campus 
in search of the facts. Each of the staffers realizes it is 
his duty to keep COM students informed of the events 
going on around campus and elsewhere. 

Then we get to the real fun. We sit down at the 
trusty Macintosh Plus computers in the Learning Assis
tance Center and/or the Multidisciplinary Computer Lab 
and bother the heck out of the lab assistants. 

At this point, the brilliance of our staffers begins to 
flow through their fingenips and into their work; thus 
creating some pretty darn good stories. Then our news
paper adviser, the one and only Astrid H. Lowery, virtu
ally mutilates every bit of them. Well, not really; she 
just makes sure facts are accurate and that they are in 
newspaper style. 

Corrections after corrections after corrections are 
made until finally, an "acceptable" story is produced. 
After this is accomplished, the staffers' stories and com
puter disks are given to the typesetter. The typesetter 
makes final minor corrections on the stories, copies them 
onto one single master disk, and then transforms the 
copy into newspaper columns. Then she records the inch 
counts (length of the story). 

Meanwhile, the big bosses, the editor and assistant 
editor, go to work on deciding which stories will and 
won't go into the paper and decide on which page they 
will be placed. However, the most important decision is 
which stories will make front page. 

Several stories don't make the cut, not because they 
aren't good stories, but simply because we have limited 
space. The current stories are placed in the paper first. 
We've got one story a staffer did sometime back that just 
won't die: it keeps coming back like Elm Street's Freddy 
Krueger or Jason from Friday the 13th. 

Next is a task whose title is the butt of some of the 
oldest jokes in the newspaper world. A "dummy" is what 

· we use as a guideline for the layout of our newspaper 
flats. 

The process_ of producing a completed dummy is 
called dummying. This consists of providing a mock-up 
of where the stories are to be placed, writing headlines 
for the stories and cut-lines (captions) for the pictures. 

After the dummies are completed, we begin the 
paste-up process. Picture this: chaos. Some people run 
around like chickens with their heads cut off; some sit at 
a light table pretending they don't know what they are 
supposed to be doing; while others work diligently at 
getting the paper out. 

In the paste-up process we enjoy piua and radios 
while a lot of work takes place. Past-up actually constists 
of cutting copy with exacto knives and using sticky, 
gunky wax that enable us to paste the copy onto the lay
out flats. We use light tables so that the light shining up 
helps us to see that the copy aligns properly on the 
guidelines of the layout flat 

Another aid we use that helps properly align the 
copy is a kind of ruler called a pica pole and also we use 
a T-square. The final wrap up job involves laying tracing 
paper over each of the flats and tracing the things that 
should be screened (highlighted). Then after a final 
proofing to be sure nothing is missing we place flats and 
pictures into a box and Lowery takes it to the printer, 
Mirror Publishers in La Marque. 

However things never go as smoothly as written 
here. Computers consistently go berserk, pictures don't 
turn out, stories are turned in late and some staffers don't 
even bother to show up for paper production. Other 
problems include a waxer that works when it wants to, 

limited access to a laser printer and being short two light 
tables. Even with all of these problems we still manage 
to put out an award-winning, good-looking paper three 

times a semester. 

Proofreading and typesetting require concentration. Ma•aging Editor Penny Barrera, typesetter Teresa Try~tad and 
A$istant F.ditor Dale Dimitri look over rmished copy and transfer all stQries OQto th, main computer. 
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The newspaper layout is done at light tables. A~istant Editor Dale Dimitri and reporter Timothy W. 
Chambers check to see that stories and headlines align layout flats. 

Staff reporter Frankie Rodriquez and typesetter Teresa 
Trygstad put the finishing touches on the pages before 
they are sent to the printer. You have the finished 
product in your band. 

Become a member 
of the lnte,COM 

Have you ever dreamed of having a byline in a 
newspaper? Do you like to write', but just don't know 
who would print it? Cqnsider joining the lnterCOM 
staff. 

As an InterCOM staffer you get hands-on experi
ence in the construction of a newspaper. Starting from 
the skeletal stages of coming up with story ideas to pro
d u-.:ing the final product, each staffer is exposed to all as
pects of writing, editing and the building of the newspa
per page itself. 

For those interested in the journalism field, or those 
who are just interested in meeting and working with new 
people with fresh ideas, becoming a member the Inter
COM family is an ideal solution. 

InterCOM needs some real go-getters for the Sum
mer II session. The course begins July 15 and ends Aug. 
23. Credit registration is July 11. 

You need.to sign up for both the course - COMM 
1307.0 1 (3 credits) - and the lab - COMM 1129.01 (1 
credit). Both class and lab meet Monday through Fri
day 9 to 11:50 a.m. 
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Sports/Recreation 
Determined athletes 
bring victory to COM 

By STEVE VILLARREAL 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland came back a winner from 
the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day 
held at Alvin Community College on Feb. 28. COM 
took first place in volleyball, second place in softball and 
second in table tennis. 

The volleyball team, played 12 different teams from 
a field of nine other colleges that included Galveston, 
Alvin, Brazosport, North Harris County, Lee, Houston 
Community and San Jacinto. 

For the volleyball team the real battle was at the fi
nals when they had to play Lee College. It took three 
games to decide the winner. Team players were Punchy 
Charles, captain; Eddy Temple; Jeff Strickland; La Quita 
Rhone; Michelle Holmes; and Pam Gallia 

In Softball COM placed second out of nine teams. 
This event was held late in the day. The ground was wet, 
and most of the players had mud caked on them. Along 
with being dirty, they were also tired because most of 
the players already had participated in other events such 
as table tennis, volleyball, racquetball and 8-ball. 

Softball players were team captain, E.J. Endres, 
James Osteen, William Osteen, Charles Forrest, Bruce 
Alexander, Mike Evans, Scott Johnson, Greg Gaona, 
Felicia Escobar and Paula Drewin. "It was a blast, we all 
had a great time, we deserved to win," Paula Drewin 
said 

Out of 10 area colleges, first place in GCIC Sports Day's volleyball tournament went to COM's 
team pictured from left: Punchy Charles, Pam Gallia, Michelle Holmes, LaQuita Rhone, Eddie 
Temple and Jeff Strickland. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Table tennis was probably the game that took the 
most concentration. The competition was fierce, yet 
Steve Metcalf placed second in this one-on-one event. 

Recreational Program Coordinator Maryann Urick 
was in charge of COM's involvement. She was pro:..d 
and pleased with the people who participated. "They 
really worlced hard" 

GCIC Sports Day was held Feb. 28 at Alvin Community College. COM's softball team placed 
second out or 10 area colleges. Team members from left top row: Scott Johnson, James Osteen 
Bruce Alexander, Charles Forrest, William Osteen, Mike Evans and Greg Gaona; bottom row, 
team l':t!)tain E.J. Endres, Felicia Escobar, Jen Williams, Donzelle DeLao and Paula Drewing. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Everyone who went and participated deserves a lot 
of credit. It wasn't that pretty outside and some of the 
events were late in the day. Fatigued, the atheletes still 
played their hearts out. 

Successful run/walk 
aids heart association 
By TIMOTHY W. CHAMBERS 
Staff Reporter · 

Nearly 150 participants turned out for the 10th An
nual Run/Walk For Your Heart March 2. College of the 
Mainland and Danforth Hospital co-sponsored the event 
that took place on the COM campus and in the surround
ing neighborhood to benefit the American Heart Associ
ation. 

The catagories for the event were the 1-, 3- and 6-
mile running/walking contests. Ages of participants 
ranged from those in their 50s down to 4-year-old Fred
dy Wolfe, who finished his 3-mile trot in 32.52 minutes. 
Finding his shoes uncomfortable, Wolfe finished the last 
leg of the event barefoot. 

COM Recreation Coordinator Maryann Urick, who 
coordinated the event, said that the 3-mile run/walk cata
gory was the most popular this year. 

Urick said door prizes were given to those present at 
the closing ceremony. Prizes included a night's stay at 
Galveston's Tremont House Hotel and various gift certif
icates from Galveston County businesses. 

Urick estimated that the event raised $660 for the 
American Heart Association. COM's next sponsored 
running/walking event is Moon Light Madness on June 
1.8. 

COM seeks candidate for distingui~hed· alumnus award 
All students, ex~students and employees of 

College of the Mainland am invited to nominate a 
candid,te for me. .. ~~Sllldents Association dlstin~ ·, 
guishedA,l.WMus .Awan:L · · ·· 

This arm:ualaward i$ presenttdtach year to a 
COM graduate- or fQnner student who meets the 
following~ 

• l 

1. Has become distinguished in hislher :field 
of chosen Ufe work and has received previous me-

~ ognitionfrom coq~~ .··•·•·· . . ..... 
2. Bas acme:Jffl stature and re:nown.m·•hi$/bet ·•·• 

proft/$sional life for which the C6Uege community 
can take jus@able pride; · 

3 • . Has demoniu'aled continued mtereSt in the 

College in some significant manner; 
4. Reflect$ in deed and action lhe imponance 

of~Colfe~ofJbe Mainl;md~-

Ballots andballct boxes are at die lmOPDalion 
Desk. Adnljnjstration Building; the libdty· circu1a,, 
lion desk; and at the Technica1-Vocatioftal Office. 

• J .. ._ ,i,,. ._ • ta• a A 6 II .&-*,,i. .. A I.• I." '-\ \. I. I. ' t. I ' ' t. t. ' lo. t. _. '- \ 



Steve Medcalf wins second place in GCIC 
Sports Day in the table tennis contest held at 
Alvin College Feb. 28. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

SC worth waiting for 
Continued from Page 1 ----------

Holiday Builders is the general contractor for the 
improvement plans and technically has a one-year con
tract to complete the work which began about a week be
fore the fall semester ended in 1990. But the change or
ders have forced negotiations on prices of material and 
labor. Combined with the failure of some sub
contractors to order necessary material on time, the use 
of the Student Center will have to wait until probably 
this fall, the president explained. 

The primary material holding up further finishing 
work is the installation of sectional doors which will al
low certain areas of the Student Center to be partitioned 
into small rooms for meetings, luncheons, etc. The pool 
tables have already been moved to their own enclosed 
room which will allow for increased supervision and se
curity. 

"It's within budget," President Stanley assertw 
about the construction projects. And it will be wonh the 
wait for the students and faculty on campus once the 
work is completed, he said. "It's going to be a very nice 
place." 

•ami•,,1,~l! tlf~-,i 
•••··•••••••• iiiii;lriiiii•i: .... •••·•••· ... • ...... ~~~~~~ 
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Hall takes 1st place • ID tou_rney 
By TIMOTHY W. CHAMBERS 
Staff Reporter 

COM's pickle ball tournament got underway in the 
gym promptly at 3:30 on March 19. A small number of 
participants appeared, and were eager to begin. Maryann 
Urick, COM recreation coordinator, attributed the small 
tum-out to pickly ball unawareness. 

The round-robin tournament was off to a quick start 
with Clark Hall, a COM pickle ball veteran and Texas 
City resident, getting off to an early lead. Clark swept 
first place, remaining undefeated throughout the tourna
ment. Larry La Bove crept into second place only sacri
ficing one game to Hall. 

Urick gave those who had no experience in the art 
of pickle ball a crash-course lesson in the rules and regu
lations, while old hands at the sport threw in tips. During 
Urick's demonstration, more participants were enticed to 
join the tournament 

The pickle ball court seems to be a cross between 
tennis and ping-pong played on a 20 feet by 40 feet court 
for both singles and doubles play. A whiffle ball is vol
leyed back and forth across the net with a pickle ball 
paddle, keeping it inside the necessary boundary lines. 
The paddle is larger than a ping-pong paddle. 

Other participants in the competition included Louis 
Gilliam, Eric Beaton and Melissa Lewis. 

. Pickle ball equipment is available in the COM gym 
at any time, unless an event is scheduled. 

Eric Beaton hits the ball back to his oppo
nent during the Pickleball tournament held 
March 19 in the COM Physical Education 
Building. (Photo by Frankie Rodriquez). 

Spring break brings fun "' in the sun 
By DAWN RUNNER 
Staff Reporter 

Look out, Galveston, Spring Break is coming! 
That's right. All the college students you could ask for 
are already flooding the beaches. 

Galveston is prepared for spring break, though. The 
Galveston Park Board of Trustees and Power 104 Radio, 
the sponsors of Galveston's Spring Break 1991, have ac
tivities planned for the entire month of March. These 
fun-in-the-sun activities will include water sports, sand
castle building, swimsuit competitions and live concerts 
which began March 9. 

Banana Boat, Texas A & M at Galveston and Power 
104 sponsored the Third Annual Gulf Coast Intercolle
giate St:rfing Tournament March 9. The winners of this 
surfing contest were: Margaret Ringhoff, a biology in
structor at College of the Mainland, first place in the 
Women's division; Brady Riddle, first place in the Colle
giate Division; Jason Dailey, first place in the Open Jun
ior division; Steve Rabelas, first place in the Open Sen
ior division; Gene Goore, first place in the Long Board 
division; Ryan Koerner, first place in the Body Board di
vision; Gene Goore, winner in the overall Open division 

and Mike Hilliard, winner in the overall Collegiate divi
sion. In the team competition, the University of Houston 
at Clear Lake, in which Margaret Ringhoff played, won 
first place, and Texas A & M at Galveston won second 
place. 

Also on March 9 a series of professional skate board 
exibitions took place in front of Stewart Beach followed 
by autograph sessions. The first swimsuit competition 
took place on Stewart Beach in the Power 104 Giant Jam. 
Box. 

The following weeks will consist of similar activi
ties for college-age people. For more information on 
Spring Break 1991 events, contact the Spring Break hot
line at (713) 954-2334. 

Visitors can also tour the island's Strand historical 
district on the trolley. This area has unique shops that 
carry everything from beachwear to Army sµrplus gear. 
A great variety of restaurants are available to fit anyone's 
taste. Refreshments are available along the Seawall, and 
for those people looking for a romantic sight of Galves
ton, horse-drawn carriages are available. 

The Galveston Historical Foundation is inviting stu
dents to break from the beach and the heat with special 
spring break discounts at four of its attractions: the Ash
tou Villa, Texas Seaport Museum, 1839 Williams Home 
and Americ3n National Observation Area. 

During March students who present valid college or 
university IDs will receive a discount off regula:i: adult 
admission. 

GHF Public Relations/Marketing Director David 
Bush said, "We want everyone to realize there's more to 
Galvesti:m than just the beach. The discounts will help 
students get more for their money and encourage them to 

discover al! that Galveston has to offer." 
Aside from the immense crowds on the beach and 

hectic driving conditions, Galveston is still one of the 
hot spots of Texas. Each year a perso~ can find bikini 
clad swimmers, surfers and sunbathers. The crowds 
flock to these beaches constantly. 

Tickets to all these attractions are available at The 
Strand Visitors Center, 2016 Strand, Galveston. For 
more information on making the most of your spring 
break in Galveston, contact The Strand Visitors Center. 
by calling (409) 765-7834 or (713) 280-3907. 

Mall of the Mainland will employ 500 people 
Today Baybrook Mall no longer dbminates Galveston 

County shopping. Many local businesses are moving into 
Mall of the Mainland, the newest retail paradise in the county. 

The new mall, a joint venture of the Edward J. DeBartolo 
Corporation and the MG Herring Group, is located on 
EmmettF. Lowry Expressway betweenFM2004 andJohnny 
Palmer Road Approximately 110 stores can take up more 
than 760,000 square feet. · · · 

Business is springing up outside the mall as well. Space 
around the parking lot can be used for additional stores and 
restaurants. Across from Johnny Palmer Road, construction 
has begun on the first mall "spinoff," Mainland Crossing. 
This shopping center plans to include a Wal-Mart discount 
store, a Sam's Wholesale Club, and a PharMor drugstore 
along with many additional shops. 

· About 500 people will be hired for Mall of the Mainland 

- ' 
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Features 

Jim Morrison, leader of The Doors, inspired 
movie by same name. 

(Drawing by Rodney Conley) 

New Condor ride 
now at Astroworld 
ByTHOMASOVERBECK 
Staff Reporter 

One look at Astroworld' s new ride and you 'II think, "Hey, 
who watered the Warp 2000?" Actually, the new ride for the 
1991 season is called theCondor,andit'sjustoneof the many 
new surprises awaiting Astroworldites this year. 

The theme parlc, located on Loop 610 South a few miles 
west of Texas 288, is entering its 23rd operating season. All 
the popular rides from last year have returned to full opera
tion, including the Tidal Wave human-wash ride, the Vlp~.r 
loop roller-coaster and last year's new ride on the block, the 
Ulttatwister roll-around-coaster. 

The Condor ride is situated next to the Texas Cyclone in 
the Coney Island section, replacing the Whirling Dervish 
ride. It resembles the Warp 2<XX> ride in performance, with 
circles of small bird cars connected by large appendages to a 
spinning center. But where the Warp 2000 stays at ground 
level, the Condor lifts the spinning cars up about eleven 
stories high, for an unbelievable aerial experience . . The 
Conoor is a rented ride, so it will only be around this year. 
After the season ends, it will be replaced with another ride, 
accordingtoCatherineEnt>vistle,DepartmentofPromotiops. 

Starting in June, a new show featuring puppets by world
famous puppeteers Sid and Marty Krofft will be featured in 
the Coney Island Showcase Theatre. The puppets are from 
the syndicated TV comedy D.C. Follies and are sendups of 
various celebrity and political figures. 

The parlc is open on weekends from March until May, 
when it will open daily for the summer season. Construction 
onLoop610towidenthefreewayhasreachedtheAstroworld 
area, so it may complicate traffic getting to the park. 
However, the work should be completed before the summer 
season starts. 

Astroworld tickets, without tax, are $19 .38 for a one-day 
adult pass and $10.12 for children under 48 inches. Season 
passes can be purchased at the front gate or at any Kroger 
supermarket for $44.95. If a season pass is purchased before 
April, the park will also ,hrow in a free season pass to 
W aterworld, the water park next door to Astroworld. For 
more information, contact the information office at (713) 
799-1234. 

• The Doors: memories relived 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Staff Reporter 

"There are things known and things unknown 
and in between are the doors." - Jim Morrison 

What more can be said about the mighty Jim Morri
son and the singing group he headed? Apparently a 
whole lot. 

The first weekend in March brought with it the 
opening of a new movie, The Doors, which depicts the 
life and times of Morrison and company. It is directed by 
one of the best directors around today, Oliver Stone. In 
the movie, Stone (the incredible director who brought us 
such movies as Platoon, Wall Street and Born on the 
Fourth of July) takes us on a journey through time to the 
late 1960s to recount the story of the band. 

The movie stars Twin Peaks' Kyle MacLachlan as 
keyboardist Ray Manzarek, When Harry Met Sally . .. 
star Meg Ryan as Morrison's girlfriend Pam, and Crispin 
Glover (star of The River's Edge and Michael J. Fox's 
Back to the Future father) as the incomperable Andy 
Warhol. All three give impressive performances. Billy 
Idol also does a great job as one of Morrison's drinking 
buddies. 

However, none of these can hold a candle to Willow 
and Top Secret! star Val Kilmer as Morrison. It is eerie 
how Kilmer has made himself look so much like the real 
thing, and he must have spent months working on the 
Morrison mannerisms, both vocally and physically. 
(Kilmer did a lot of the actual singing in the movie.) 

The movie begins. by giving us a brief look at Mor
rison as a young, pudgy boy. Then it traces his college 
years at the Uqiversity of California-Los Angeles from 
which he later graduated. Morrison actually had a job 
working in the school library, and he tutored classmates. 

One particular scene in the movie about his days as 
a college film student gives the audience an idea of the 
kind of short film the slightly "different" mind of Jim 
Morrison could produce. His film features a scantily
clad woman parading around while Morrison is reciting 
his own poetry on a building rooftop. Needless to say 
some students in the class are offended by his film, some 
think Morrison is a jerk and speak of his film's stupidity, 
and the rest simply don't understand it. The teacher of 
the class, played by Stone himself, doesn't quite under
stand it either. 

One of Morrison's fellow students (and biggest ad
mirer) is a sort of nerdy-looking guy named Ray Manza
rek. Manzarek is a film student as well as a classical 

keyboardist with a yearning to play the blues. The two 
hang out together occasionally, walking along the beach 
talking. 

Manzarek turns out to be a big fan of Morrison's 

films in the class, while never knowing about Morrison 
being a serious, aspiring poet until that fateful day on a 
California beach when Morrison reads (and sings) some 
of his poetry. Instantly Manuuek knows there is promise 
for the two. They get together with two other musical 
buddies of theirs - drummer John Densmore and guitarist 
Robbie Krieger, who actually wrote the band's signature 
hit "Light My Fire" along with a couple of their other hit 
songs - and begin like other bands, playing in the ga
rage. 

Morrison decides to name the band after the first 
two words of something Aldous Huxley wrote,"The 
Doors of perception ... 11 and soon the four begin playing 
at small clubs all over Los Angeles. Even on these early 
gigs, the incredible outlandishness of the extremely 
brassy Morrison shows itself. The Doors are booted out 
of many a club until they finally are booted right into the 
lap of Elektra Records and, as they say, the rest is histo
ry. 

Stone's direction of the movie was wonderful. The 
images in almost every scene could only be explained as 
visual mind trips. Background landscapes subliminally 
move back and forth, sometimes fast, sometimes slow 
around the actors on the screen. Clouds race around the 
sky giving off the feeling that you are watching the earth 
as it rotates. Throughout the film ghostly images of 
American Indians, Morrison's chief source of inspiration, 
appear. 

Morrison's deterioration is also depicted. He is 
shown doing drugs, getting fat and drinking ungodly 
amounts of liquor. Stone filmed a scene depicting show
ing the 1967 photo session with photographer Joel Brod
sky that produced the most famous and enduring images 
of the man and showed that Morrison was heavily 
'buzzed' on liquor during the entire session. 

Morrison drinks heavily in every other scene and 
the ones in which he isn't drinking, he always has a 
bottle in his hand. His deterioration carries on into the 
band's live performances until their final concert in Mia
mi where Morrison was arrested and later charged for 
simulating sexual acts and reportedly exposing himself 
on stage. The drinking lasts until 1971 when he dies of 
heart failure in the bathtub of the apartment in Paris that 
he shared with his girlfriend Pam. 

The Doors is an incredible movie from beginning to 
end. The final scenes are of the P'ere-La-chaise, which 
is Paris's 188-year-old celebrity cemetery and Morrison's 
final resting place. 

Recently Axl Rose, the lead singer of the band Guns 
'n Roses, told US Magazine he cleaned up his act and 
quit drinking after he visited Morrison's grave. "The path 
of excess leads to a dirt plot in a foreign land that people 
pour booze on and put out cigarettes on." · 

It must be true what people have always said about 
The Doors. Whether you love them or hate them, th~y 
will always leave an impact on you. 

flwm-1All anD ·ofll!l(.l!~~.•·.•·.••.•·•·.•·.•·.•• ......................... •.·.•.·.·•.·.• .. ·•.·•····•.·.•.·•···••··••···.•.·.•.·.•.·••··••··••···•.·••···.• .. •.·••··•.1.· .... • .. •·•···••··•·••·•.·••··~ ... ·.•.·••··••··••··••··••·•,·'··'···'. ... . :}'.ff\:\if}:{:)(/}J::::::::::;:: . 

{~~.g?t t r · / ":::: -·-:·-····· .-.... ··•:•:···· 

-~\ i> :-(r:~:;_. 

ftlt~~~~~i;~,J~£,,,. 
····· 2 MYflttY ~Y ?~ter Straub ($ 5.5?l . ·. . . ·• . . . 

~:ij6J~auttfitJMut~: ~yg~~.Eco·(~ · . 

,~:~i)~~~:::;l;~l~!~~~e;J~;t~f ~J~; .·. 



InterCOM, March 1991, Page -ll 

'Just and Unjust Wars' packs LRC auditorium 
Continued from Page 4 ----------

"Think about the wars we've had in recent history," 
Zinn said. "Do the people spontaneously rise up and de
mand war and rush off to fight? Histo~"'ls have often 
worded some wars liie this. It's interesting when some
thing false is repeated seven times it becomes true 
(laughter)." 

"If there's an instinct to war, why do governments 
have to go through such lengths to get their countries to 
go to war? They go through tremendous efforts to mobi
lize a population for war. But if you want to persuade 
someone to go 3,000 miles away to fight, you have to 
give them some reasons, you have to work at it, you 
have to keep up a barrage of reasons ljke: It's a 'war for 
democracy.' 'It's a war to end all wars.' 1t's a war against 
a bestial people.' And then if they're not persuaded, you 
can script them. That's what the draft is all aboul 

"H military action is something people normally 
crave, why do we have all of these recruiting posters, all 
of these advertisements?" Zinn asked. "And why do we 
keep such a large part of the po~on so poor that they 
rush to get into the Anny to make a living. And if you 
are scripted ( drafted) and you refuse to kill, then you are 

put up on trial Where is human·nature in all of this?" 

Persian Gulf War 
Zinn continued: "It was wrong for Saddam Hussein 

to invade KuwaiL There was a just cause. The immedi
ate assumption a.; a way of resloving that was 'Kick butt,' 
as our presidem so eloquently put iL . 

"If we were to go to war over every '.just cause' then 
we would be in a state of perpetual war. The government 
usually singles out one particular just cause over all the 
other just causes in the world. It focuses the attention of 
the people in a country on that one evil," Zinn stated. 
"It's interesting to see how this process is done in a dem-

- -ocmtic eommy,with..afree pooss. - ---
"Saddam Hussein is a tyrant_like so many tyrants in 

the world. He committed an act of aggression like so 
many other acts of aggression," Zinn said. "With a little 

historical sense, you couldn't possibly believe that Presi
dent Bush decided to go to war because his heart over
flowed with sadness at the plight of Kuwail That is real- · 
ly hard to believe. Where was he when Turkey invaded 
Cypress and still is occupying Cypress with great cruel
ty? And what about Syria's invasion of Lebanon? And 
what about Israel's invasion of Lebanon in 1982? Naked 
agres~on! And still continuing occupation of southern 
Lebanon? What abou~ China's invasion of Tibet? Oh, I 
know we don't focl with China. Let's be practical we 
mustn't fool with China (laughter). But Turkey is, ugh, 
you know, Turkey is manageable (intense laughter). And 
they're our friends. Syria (a horrendous human rights vi
olater) has become our friend. Israel is certainly our 
friend You see they are all manageable. 

"In a wofld of aggression and tyrants, when some
body singles out one of them to the exclusion of the oth
ers, then you get suspicious as to if the reason we are go
ing to war is because we are concerned against tyranny 
and aggression. 

"When Bush sent (Secretary of State) Baker to Ge
neva to meet with (Iraq) Foreign Minister Aziz; you may 
recall that Baker was sent with the specific instructions 
'no negotiations.' And then they were swprised when he 
came back without solving the problem. This happened 
again and again. No negotiation. .. No linkage," Zinn said 
stirring up more chuckles. Zinn feels that some "linkage" 
would ht:ve yielded beneficial results and certainly 
would have ~ized the violence. 

"We refused any kind of compromise. It is clear that 
President Bush wanted this war. His reasons were not to 

rescue poor Kuwait from the clutches of Iraq. This only 
served as a convenient 'reason' to give to the public. 

War doesn't work 
"There has been little to no examination as to if 

there are other alternatives rather than war to solve prob
,e~." Zinn points out that war really solves very little 
and often creates more problems.of similar nature •. He 

. '' 

offered the Korean War as one of many examples. Thou
sands of American and 1 million Koreans were killed in 
this war, yet when it was finished nothing had been ac
complished. Dictators still existed in North Korea and 
South Korea. A similar circumstance recently occurred 
in the Persian Gulf War. Americans and an undeter
mined number of Iraqi soldiers (figures range from 
50,000 to 100,00 or more, most of whom were shot in 
the back in a full retreat) were killed. And now accord
ing to ABC's Nightline, the reinstated emir and ruling , 
family of Kuwait has hired hit squads to kill pro-

democracy advocates throughout the country. 
Ending ''Vietnam Syndrome" 

Another way war is made acceptable, according to 
Zinn, is by removing people from the actuality of war. 
"What happened in the Vietnam War was that the public 
was confronted visibly with pictures of horrible scenes. 
People saw marines, whom we're supposed to be proud 
of, going into villages and setting fire to the huts of peas
ants. People saw Vietnamese women, children and old 
people huddled together in trenches and trying to protect 
themselves while Gis with automatic weapons mowed 
them down. People were revolted by these scenes. Those 
scenes helped create the great movement against the 
Vietnam War that helped bring the war to an end." 

Then Zinn compared the graphic scenes of Vietnam 
to the smart bomb ·films, military briefings and ex
general interviews of the Persian Gulf War. 

"The administration sees this Persian Gulf War as 
overcoming the Vietnam syndrome. They keep saying 
this again and again. After Vietnam people didn't like 
war. That's terrible! We can't have people thinking that 
way! We're gonna show them a good war, a clean quick . 
war. We're going to give war a good name once more ... . 
Well, we have a responsibility as citizens to not fall for 

that" 
War-not-good vs:evil 

One assumption that people make when they sup
port a war is that if their society is basically good then 
their actions in the war are also good, Zinn said. "Histor
ical examination shows that this is not true." He said that 
'Nar is not clear-cut to ever be such a simple phenomena 

as good vs. evil. No matter how the war starts, history 
,shows that the participants become more and more alike 
as it progresses. 

World War II is most often pointed at as the most 
clear-cut example of a just war. There is no doubting the 
cruelty of Hitler, Mussolini or Tojo contends Zinn; how, 
ever, he believes that a just cause makes not a just war. 
One of the popular rationales for entering World War II 
w~ the enemy's bombing of civilians. But it is rarely 
pomted out that in combating evil, the Allies also 
bombed thousands of innocent men, women and chil-

dren. He cited. the killing of 100,000 people in the Ger
man city of Dresden, the dropping of the bomb on Hi
roshima and Nagasaki and other atrocities committed by 
the Allied powers. 

"If the dropping of the atomic bomb had been done 
by any other country than us, we would have denounced 
it as one of the great atrocities of the 20th century," Zinn 
said. In responding to the argument that the dropping of 
the atomic bomb saved American and Japanese lives 
Zinn said that after researching statements of high~ 
ranking American, Japanese and Soviet officials and of
fical documents he came to a different conclusion. He 
found that Japan was very close to surrender before the 
bombs were dropped. Also, since the Soviets were about 
to enter the war, some American decision-makers want
ed the war ended before this could happen. Why? Be
cause the Soviets would have little reason to become in
volved in the reconstruction period and other post-war 
developments. 

"After World War II a promise was made to the 
world that after 40 million human lives are expended, 
you have a right to expect that this is the 'war to end all 
wars.' And this is a promise that has been crudely broken 

over and over again." 

War or ap~ment? 
"One of the grievances I have against World War II 

is that it has since offered American Leaders an example 
to point to any war, however ugly and indefensible, 
when they want to present images of a good war." 

Zinn said that a common example of this is the 
statement, "'We mustn't appe&¥ Hussein like Chamber
lain appeased Hitler.' It's like we only have iwo choices, 
war or appeasement It's like a multiple choice test, A, B, 
C, or D. Hey ... I don't like any of them. Where's E? 
Hey ... We're giving you freedom of expression, ABC, 
NBC and CBS (laughter). We're giving you the Republi
can Party and-the Democratic Party: Multiple choices. 
Maybe there are other alternatives." 

One of the reasons war is so readily accepted is be
cause people like to be united behind something. Ttie 
government has the means to accomplish this. The gov
ernment has never tried to unite people around ending 
_poverty, has never tried about ending our environmental 
problems, has never tried to unite the country to create 
universal health care for everybody. The country could 
be united around that," 'Zinn said. "The government has 
the apparatus to unite people. It has command of the air 
waves. But instead the government chooses to unite peo
ple around war. The amount of money spent on this war 
could have saved a million Ii ves," Zinn said. 

Dr. Howard Zinn, who has spoken in nations all 
iacross the globe, was a shipyard worker at 18 and an Air 
Force bombardier during World War II. · 

lnterCOM staff pauses for photo. Front row, from left, typesetter Teresa Trygstad, Photogra
pher, Brady Mahaney, Managing Editor Penny Barrera, Timothy W. Chambers, Guest Reporter 
<;onnie McCullen and Anna Swords. Back row, from left, Thomas Overbeck, Frankie Rodriquez, 
Renita Milburn, Dawn Runner, Assistant Editor Dale Dimitri, JnterCOM adviser Astrid H. 

. L~wery ,and Rodney Conley. · ,. , (Photo by Brady Mahaney) 
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What's Happening 

Spillar's class:·augmented with trip 
By SUSANNE K. HARGROVE 
Guest Reporter 

What do Texas government and human devel
opment have in common? 

To find the answer to that question, Dr. Wil
liain T. Spillar's human development class took a 
field trip to the state capital. Human development 
teaches everydting from how to relate to other peo+ 
pie to paying taxes and how our counc:ey is run. 

Bight studeQts, including this. reporte,r, piled 
into a van driven by Dr. Spillar, chairman of the 
Division of Arts and Humanities, for the four-hour 
junket. 

At first. we climbed into a big bus, but Dr. 
$pillar said it wasn't crowded enough. So we piled 
into a smallfour-seat van. This forced us to get to 
know onea.nolhet better, which was the point of 
the trip. 

The trip also was designed to get the class to 
understand governmental operations on a more 
personal basis. 

According to Dr. Don Bass, dean of Instruc
tion and Student Development: "It was a great ex
perience, It is. vetY important for people to get a 
bigger perspective of the world and organized field 
trips such as this aid in that process." Dr. Bass ac
companied the class to the Te~ Capitol. 

The class had an appointment to meet with 
our arna representative, Rep. Mike Martin, Martin 
made it clear that out Texas Capitol is there for us 
and that we, the citizens of Texas, are welcome to 
ask questions at any time. 

Krysztine Nagy, a student from Hungary 
pointed out that in Hungary, citizens are not al
lowed to participate at all in their legislative pro,. 
cess. 

Savvas Papas.avvas, an e~change stndent 
from Cyprus, said, "We are allowed to sit in on 
our meetings, but it is an invitation-only situation." 

The class was introduced on the floor of the 
House of Representatives. By coincidence, the top
ic discussed on this day was the oil spills in 
Galveston Bay. 

Being the.fun-loving people that we are in this 
class, we decided that no trip to Austin would be 
complete without a visit to Sixth Street. Sixth 
Street is known for its dance clubs. 

Our ages in the class varied, so we chose a 
club everyone would enjoy. Dancing and yelling 
above the loud music was a good ice breaker and 
gave us all another fun opportunity to get to know 
one another. This is what human development is 
all about. Dr. Spillar expJained, 

We also visited the recently made.-famous 
T~ Oak. This is the oak tree that was poisoned 
and has been talked about a lot in the news lately. 

The tree is special because it is more than 500 
years old. It was here when Columbus landed in 
America. It is called the Treaty Oak because many 
famous treaties were signed in the shade of its 
branches. The tree had a special covering over it to 
help keep it alive. Many visitors have left messag
es around the tree,which included Band-Aids and 
even a few sets of car keys. all wishing the tree 
good luck. · 

Traveling the back roads instead of the high
way let us all get a better look at the Texas coun
tryside. We saw a lot of wild animals like deer, 
rabbits and dead skunks. Then. of courie, there 
v.,ere the cactuses and wildflowers. 

"I wish we could go on more field trips such 
as this. Nobody can teach in a classroom what ac
tual experience can," Dr. Spillar stated. 

T ASP fee waiver 
Texas Academic Skills Program (T ASP) Test fee 

waiver vouchers for needy students are available through 
. the Office of Student Financial Aid. They are available 
to eligible students and are for paying the cost of taking 
the state-mandated T ASP Test. 

Wasserman to speak 
By TERESA TRYGST AD 
Typesetter 

The most important things in your life probably in
clude getting or keeping your job, paying your bills and 
taking proper care of your children. 

What will the earth be like for those children you 
strive to provide for 15 years from now? 

In the hustle and bustle of everyday life, we should 
not forget about our Mother Earth and what is happening 
to her. 

Harvey W assennan, senior adviser to Green Peace 
and an international ecology activist, will be at College 
of the Mainland Wednesday, April 17. He will speak at 
12:30 and 7:15 p.m. in the Leaming Resource Center au
ditorium, L-131, 

His topic is "Planet Earth: How It Works - How to 
Save It." Wassennan's Planet Earth presents a dazzling 
holistic overview of what we are doing to our planet and 
how we can stop the carnage while enhancing the quality 
of economic life. 

Wassennan, besides being an internationally known 
ecology activist, also is a journalist, author and radio 
commentator. His books include Energy War and Killing 
Our Own. He holds a master's degree in American histo
ry from the University of Chicago and a bachelor's de
gree from the University of Michigan. 

The Student Activities Board and the Bob Grafton 
memorial fund committee are sponsoring Wassennan's 
iecture. 

Students and staff flood meeting to defend Smith 
Continued from Page 1-----------

After the board meeting got underway, COM Presi
dent Larry Stanley told the board: "The letter in my view 
constitutes a personal attack on Mr. Smith and brings 
into question the college administration ... It appears that 
it is time for this discussion (of Katz's charges) to take 
place." 

President Stanley invited Katz to bring documenta
tion to his office or to present such evidence at the board 
meeting to prove his charges against Smith and COM. 

"I was told it would take a couple of months to pull 
such evidence together," President Stanley said. 

Smith also was offered the opportunity to respond to 
Katz's accusations at the open forum. He did. 

"I believe that education is never neutral," Smith 
said. "I think that it is primarily serving the status quo 
and encouraging people to be satisfied with the existing 
system. Or it can encourage critical thinking. It can em
power people. It can be a vehicle for social change." 

Smith disputed each of Katz's charges. Then in a 
sample lecture concerning the dropping of the atomic 
bomb on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, he explained how he 
shows a film depicting President Harry S. Truman ex
plaining why he dropped the bomb and how, according 
to Truman's view, the bomb saved lives. Then Smith 
presented another view where infonnction revealed from 
U.S. military analyst and high-ranking U.S. off;-:ials that , 
suggest the dropping of the bomb was unnecessary. 

Katz's letter was denounced by all but one of many 
speakers. Many students felt that Katz not only insulted 
their intelligence but threatened the academic freedom of 
the college. Spokesman for "Students For Academic 

_Freedom," Frank Regan, read a petition, signed by more 
than 400 students in a 24-hour circulation period. These 
students made it clear that they supported Smith's right 
to speak his mind and that the decision of agreeing or 
disagreeing with any instructor rests soley with them. 

COM Trustee Jim Butler said, "I'm not sure some
one of that nature (Katz's) ought to be on that staff." 

COM Continuing Education Coordinater Tony 
Pfeiffer said to the board: "Katz is not here because he 
said it would take him too much preparation. Well, it 
didn't seem to take him too much preparation to dash off 
a letter to the Texas City Sun full of red-baiting." (much 
laughter and cheers from the audience) 

John Leacroy, the only Katz supporter, said: "This 
college is a government entity and therefore neutral on 
political issues. I, and others, were offended by the COM 
petition that said COM didn't back the war. COM was 
totally out of hand when they made that statement in the 
local newspapers. He (Smith) needs to be less opinionat-. 
ed about it (history)." 

Pfeiffer said: "Over 100 people signed that petition 
(that Leacroy spoke of). There aren't that many people in 
the Social Science and Arts and Humanities Divisions 
combined. None of those people who signed that petition 
spoke in the name of College of the Mainland but in the 
name of themselves." 

What did other faculty members and students have 
to say? 

"I strongly object to Howie Katz's McCarthyistic 
tactics that he employed to attack College of the Main
land's student body and faculty," Alice Watford, COM 
sociology instructor, said. "I believe the use;-of such tac-

tics is a blatant attempt to undennine the principles of 
academic freedom and thus to sway the upcoming Board 
of Trustees election (A candidate, Robert Pascale, holds 
anti-free education opinions similar to Katz's). 

Students spoke emotinally and with eloquence of 
their resentment of Katz's letter and in support of Smith. 
As COM student Annette Sanford said: "Larry Smith is a 
great teacher. He taught me that my opinion counts. The 
accusations made against him are very_ incorrect." 

"I feel strongly that instructors and students need to 
continue in critical thinking," Marty Caylor, COM soci
ology instructor, said. "They need to be able to be criti
cal of whatever it takes to make our community a better 
place to live." 

· Another student, Elizabeth Windham said, "All in
structors are like pages in a book and without the una
bridged edition; we'll never get the whole story." 

President Stanley said, "If criticizing our govern
ment constitutes being anti-American and pro
Communist, (as) suggested by Mr. Katz, I suspect we are 
all guilty." 

President Stanley listed Katz's accusations to the 
board. One was that Smith used materials prepared in 
Moscow (when this charge was read, the auditorium 
burst into laughter). 

Prior to the board meeting Katz declined to com
ment to lnterCOM. 

"A person who harbors the notion that our students 
don't have minds of their own, must not have had the 
pleasure of raising children. Such a notion is naive and 
insulting to these studeots tonight," President Stanley 
said. 
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Stanley discusses 
possible tuition hike 
By FRANKIE RODRIQUEZ 
and DAWN RUNNER 

Staff Reporters 

The College of the Mainland could 'tose up to 
$600,000 if a bill before the Texas Legislature is ap
proved. President Larry T. Stanley met with students 
and faculty to discuss the strong likelihood that tuition at 
COM may double or even triple next fall. Approximate
ly 20 people attended the forum on April 23. 

The source of such alarming news is House Bill 10. 
This bill appropriates money from the state to the vari
ous higher education institutions throughout the state. 
And because of projected revenue shortfalls and other 
court-mandated expenditures, President Stanley and the 
COM Board of Trustees will have to make adjustments' 
on how to spend money. 

"Everytime we have a budget problem, higher edu
cation is the easiest target," President Stanley said. 
"Higher education in the state of Texas is the only 
spending practice that doe~ not have a court mandate di-

See PossiblfPage 16 

Ex-editor wins 
By PENNY BARRERA 
Managing Editor 

College of the nland's InterCOM is prouq ' 
to announce its most recent honor as a gro~g 
newspaper. Jesse J-0s - former COM student and 
editor of lnterCOM, · k first place in the illustra
tion category in _the T rcollegiate Press As
sociation annual con~t.-~a1~~-adviser of 

/,,.-:~·?>--- See Jost Page 15 
J,; 

Jackson named Teacher of Year 
By PENNY BARRERA 
Managing Editor 

"I was very shocked. I've only been here for two 
years and I thought I probably wouldn't get it." This 
was the reaction of Dr. Jeanne Jackson on being giv
en the Outstanding Teacher of the Year award. 

Dr. Jackson came to College of the Mainland two 
years ago from the University of Texas Health 
Science Center in Houston where she worked for 19 
years. She received her doctorate from Texas South
ern University, Houston, in 1982 where she majored 
in education and minored in administration. 

When asked why she thought she was picked for 
the award, she replied, "I think that I have cognitive 
and human skjlls combined with technical skills, and 
I try to have a very positive working relationship with 
the students and my co-workers. 

"I try very hard to think of alternate or additional 
methods of teaching rather than just lecturing." Dr . 
Jackson explained that she tries to develop simulated 

See Jackson Page 16 Dr. Jeanne Jackson (Photo by Penny Barrera) 

Ecologist: nuclear power unsafe 
,, By DALE DIMITRI 

Assistant Editor 

"How far is the South Texas Nuclear Power Plant?" 
Harvey Wasserman, an internationally known ecology 
activist and historian, asked. 

"Seventy miles," a student chimed from the College 
of the Mainland audience. 

"Which way does the wind blow ... ?," Wasserman 
asked, his face somber and probing. 

"(It's) Too close. You don't want it It's a nasty plant. 

Seventy miles is really not that far away as the people of 
Chernobyl found out," Wasserman said to the noon-time 
COM crowd on April 17. Wasserman, who coined the 
phrase "No Nukes," spoke of numerous environmental 
issues in his lecture, "Planet Earth: How it works. How 
to save it," which was presented again that evening. 

"What environmentalists have been warning about 
has almost always come true, and worse," Wasserman 
said. "You look back at Silent Spring by Rachel Carson 

See Activists Page 4 

Complex opening 
draws large crowd 
By FRANKIE RODRIQUEZ 
and DAWN RUNNER 
Staff Reporters 

Sign the guest register, get your name tag and wel
come to the College of the Mainland Industrial Com
plex's grand opening and dedication ceremony. 

Dozens of college and community representatives 
were on hand for the ceremony unveiling the newest ad
dition to the physical plant. Com President Larry T. 
Stanley hosted the ceremony. 

"These new buildings (an auto/diesel building with 
18 bays and a welding building) are a great asset to 
COM," President Stanley said. The need for diesel auto
motive training is very great in this area, he said, since 
the nearest site for this particular training is near Dallas. 

A large crowd attends the grand opening festivities to officially op·en the new COM Industrial Complex April 18. 
President Larry L. Stanley spoke and introduced Board of Trustees members. (Photo by Frankie Rodriquez) 

The mid-April dedication and ribbon cutting cere
mony featured representatives from several chambers of 
commerce throughout Galveston County. During the 
ceremony children roamed the lab and raided the hors 
d'oeuvres table continuously. 

See Ind~trial Page 15 
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Substance abusers cause faDlilies pain 

Renita 
Milburn 

So far the 1990s have offered us information galore 
on the maddening effects of substance abuse and the 
steps for rehabilitation. What we have not been bom
barded with is, quite possibly, the most underestimated 
component in the issue of drugs - the affect they have on 
I.he family of the abuser. 

A person who uses and abuses alcohol and drugs not 
only endangers him or herself, but also puts the physical 
and emotional well-being of his family in jeopardy. An 
addicted person seeking out his or her drug of choice 
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doesn't care whether he lies, steals, physically abuses to 
get his drug. Nor does he care about unsanitary condi
tions or the methods by which he uses the drug. Many 
times the pursuit of the substance is the most detrimental 
element in I.he cycle of abuse. 

' 

To be constantly "on guard" becomes second nature 
to the family waiting for the next episode to come. Often 
a family member, usually a parent or spouse, becomes 
addicted to the addicted person. These people, known as 
co-dependents, will take over responsibilities formerly 
held by the user, and often lie to others to hide the addic
tion. In more severe cases co-dependents have gotten to 
I.he point of needing professional therapy themselves. 

Thank goodness for support groups such as ALA
NON (for the families of alcoholics), NARANON (for 
the families of narcotics abusers), ACA (for Adult Chil
dren of Alcoholics). CoDA (a support group for many 
types of co-dependents) and others. They give the fami
lies of the chemically dependent person an effective out
let to express their feelings about what is happening in 
their lives, and offer viable solutions to a problem that 
continues daily in families throughout the country. 

Those interested or in need of assistance from sup
port groups can find information about location and 
meeting times by calling the Alcoholics Anonymous list
ings in the telephone directory or in the bulletin board 
listings of events in local newspapers. 

Lener to the editor 

Reader sick of in-fighting 
To the Editor: 

As a student at COM I am sick and tired of tho in
fighting here at our institution. 

The purpose we are here (for) is to (be) educate(d). 
Now if two grown-up (supposedly) individuals need to 
have a war of words to fill their egos they have no busi
ness being instructors. 

We need to get back to what we are here for, which 
is an education. That is our first and foremost goal, not 
politicking for our favorite instructors. 

One instructor will not destroy the credibility of our 
college. We're doing this ourselves by allowing our in-
ternal fighting to be dragged through the press. · 

- Larry L. LaJ3ove . 

Graduation ends 
long learning battle 

Thomas 
Overbeck 

Let's face it ... I am not an academic_ type of guy. 
Some people may enjoy English, math, science or 

history classes, while others utterly despise them and drop 
out of school. 

I myself had reservations about some of the classes I 
was in, but ilid what I could and got it over with. I 
graduated from Ball High School (which has a far better 
image than some people might lead you to believe) in the 
top 40 percent of my class with an advanced diploma and 
high SAT and ACT scores. 

It didn't start out this way. Throughout my elementary 
and middle school years, my drawings and sketches got 
me into more trouble than Ferris Bueller ever got out of. 
The teachers took them up. I snatched them back. I was 
sent to the vice principal. (This was the '80s - principals 
had, and still have, too much else to worry about) 

All my teachers said the same thing about me:/ never 
paid attention in class. Well, excuuuuuuse me! When I see 
something that interests me, I get involved with it! They 
gave me textbooks; I could study those to catch up on the 
latest lesson. But all the lecturing in the world would never 
make me change my mind about my ambition at the time: 
to become a cartoonist 

I was a disorganiz.ed mess when I entered sixth grade, 
flunking out of English class and barely passing history. 
Seventh grade was even worse. 'That year the subject
from-hell was science, with the usual blood-and-guts labs 
and a loudmouthed teacher. I bombed in science and 
squeaked by three other classes. 

Eighth grade was one of those stick-out-your-hand
shake-it-and-say-"Ehhhh" school years. I passed all my 
classes that year, but still I came very close to failing 
them. However, it was here that I perfected my style of 
writing. While everyone else was putting plain cursive and 
I.he usual headings on their papers, I was experimenting 
with different designs, type styles and colors. It made 
doing homework and classwork more interesting, and I 
thought a career in graphic arts would suit me just fine. 

Then high school hit me. "Passing classes" translated 
into "earning credits" in that world. In my freshman 
English class, I was introduced to the dreaded research 
paper. Notes. Outlines. Bibliography. More notes. Rough 
draft Footnotes. Final copy. Everything counted for my 
final grade. My grades ranged from 60 to 90. And all that 
time I had to conform to the required style, no matter how 
boring or tedious it was. The research paper came to 
symbolize everything I hated .about high school. 

· But I did get better organized. I rarely did homework at 
home; the homework assigned to me usually go. done 
before school let out. My freshman year was a near 
disaster. I narrowly earned all my credits except for 
physical sciellCf,, in which I only got half a credit 

My sophomore year was a major improvement; not one 
failing grade all year long. But that improvement didn't 
last - in my junior year I hit another slump. 

At last, my senior year came, and I was ready to leave. 
I bounced back from my junior year doldrums and made 
the honor roll for the first time since fifth grade. I chan
neled my yen for drawing into production of the school 
yearbook. I completed my physical science credit and 
cruised past the rest of my classes. Finally, I graduated -
right on time. Thomas Michael Overbeck, Ball High 
School Class of 1990. 

., • J, , 
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Vow after graduation 
no more basics, ever 
Continued from Page 2-----------

After graduation, I swore I would never, ever take 
English, math or science courses again. Boy, was I in for a 
surprise when I went college-hunting. I already had my 
field of study in mind - commercial graphic art Unfortu
nately, all the major universities I looked at had a term that 
was almost worse than research paper: core curriculum. 
Sure, you could major in something, but you also had to 
take basic English, math and science courses. And I 
already knew what those courses would be like in college: 
lots and lots of written papers, where everything had to be 
correct to get a passing grade. 

Anyway, I decided a community college would be best 
for me. College of the Mainland looked like a good 
choice. Many students, adults and mayors from Galveston 
come up here all the time. 

So, one fine August day I drove up here and peered 
into COM's catalog. I then found the program of my 
dreams: a one-year diploma program, graphic arts/desktop 
publishing. The obligatory English course was there, but it 
could be substituted with my other career choice, journal
ism. I enrolled faster than you could say "credit by 
examination." 

And now I am writing my final editorial for the 
InterCOM newspaper, in which my other stories and, yes, 
cartoons also have been published. It's been a wonderful 
year at COM, and I will miss it But now I can enter the 
lucrative world of graphic design and leave my nunultu
ous school days behind me. 

When I look back on my old schools, I see how they 
are changing to fit the needs and desires of the individual 
student, rather than the other way around. I find this 
encouraging. 

For those who still follow the old school ways, I have 
this piece of advice: If you give children the freedom to 
choose what they want to do in life, and the freedom to 
study in the most comfortable yet productive way, they 
will have a better time achieving their goal in life. At least 
they will have a much easier time than I did. 

Letter to the Editor 
Gospel rap left out 
Dear Editor: 

I felt the March article dealing with rap music fell 
short of telling the whole story. The article covered all 
but one area of the rap scene: Christian rap. Many peo
ple have never heard of this sanctified form of musical 
poetry. 

Soloists like True M.C., Stephen Wiley, Michael 
Peace, (the late) D-Boy, Mike-E, M.C. R Gee and 
groups like Soldiers for Christ (SFC), Preachers in Dis
guise (PID), D C Talk, End Time Warriors (ETW), Sys
tem 3, J.C. & The Boyz and the King's Crew are a few of 
the Holy Ghost hip hoppers. Also artists like Carmen, 
Russ Taff, Kim Boyce and The Winans have incorpo
rated rap into their music styles. 

Their tunes are fly and always hyped and praise the 
name of Jesus Christ. They rap about their committ
ments to Christ, trials and tribulations, daily struggles 
against Satan and the eternal life beyond earth. 

Decent Christian Talk (D C Talk) and Mike-E were 
at the Sam Houston Colliseum on April 6. With the 
high-stepin One Way Possee praising the Lord with their 
feet and the thumping bass kickin', DC Talk rocked the 
house with their fresh cuts. Heavenbound, Walls, Gab 
Ta Be Saved and I Luv Rap Music are a few samplings 
from this awesome sold-out concert 

As you have read, there is another "side" for today's 
youth to thcoose from. One that never needs censorship. 
To hear these and many more artists tune in to Light
force Monday-Friday from 7-lOp.m. on 89.3 KSBJ. 

Word to the Father! .. - Brett Rachel 
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Darrell Sarver, 1991 Chapter president, holds a certiricate signed by President Larry T. Stanley, 
proclaiming National Nurses Week on campus. Helena (left) nursing- student and Connie O'Kane, 
nursing instructor also pictured. (Photo by Penny Barrera) 

Nurses win chapter of year award 
By PENNY BARRERA 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland has much to be proud of. 
The fast growing community college is successfully ed
ucating bright, award-winning students who help bring 
honor and prestige to the school. Among such students 
are the members of the COM Chapter of the Texas Nurs
ing Students Association which has been named "Chap
ter of the Year" for 1991 in Texas. 

The announcement was made at the annual Texas 
Nursing Sudents Association State Convention on March 
15 in Austin. Sophomores Robert Loukanis (chapter 
president '90) Dana Aldridge, Meagan Bailey, Punchy 
Charles, Kimberly Hart, and freshmen Rose Curry, 
Diane Fisher, Melanie Johnson and Darrell Sarver (cur
rent president) represented the chapter at the conven
tion. 

"We were very, very shocked," stated Loukanis 
who accepted the award before a crowd of approximate
ly 500 nurses from around Texas. The chapter was a fin
alist among such four-year universities as Texas Tech 
University in Lubbock and Baylor University in Waco. 

According to a newsletter the chapter also received 
an award in the Chapter Scrapbook Contest for being 
"best organized." Documentation of everything the chap
ter did all year comprises this book. Four COM members 
of TNSA were finalists for the Outstanding Nursing 
Student of the Year. They were Loukanis, Hart, Aldridge 
and Denise Rusk. 

Letter to the Editor 

Chapter involvement in the community is an impor
tant consideration when searching for the Chapter of the 
Year. For instance, Loukanis said the chapter holds 
blood pressure screenings once a week in the gym. They 
also collected care packages for soldiers overseas. The 
chapter solicited donations within the nursing depart
ment then purchased food or "whatever was needed" for 
nursing students who lost family members in the Gulf 
War Loukanis explained. TNSA also collected food bas
kets for students on campus for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. 

This award will bring great recognition to COM and 
hopefully help future nursing students to consider this 
campus in the future. TNSA has had a 300 percent in
crease in membership in the last year. 

Loukanis accounted for the chapter winning the 
award by saying, "When we took over as officers at the 

begining of the year (1990), that was our ultimate goal: 
To be chapter of the year." 

"It took a lot of hard work and dedicated people," 
Connie O'Kane, TNSA adviser, said. 

The 1991 TNSA officers are Darrell Sarver, presi
dent; Cheri Brown, first vice president; Kimberly Hart, 
second vice president; Meagan Bailey and Cynthia Wil
son recording secretaries; Dana Aldridge, corresponding 
secretary; Brittany Caine, treasurer; and Jo.arm Bell, his
torian. 

The Nominating Committee consists of Denise 
Rusk, chairman, Tarra Schram, Jeanie Tinkle and Cath
cring Greb. 

J_esus Christ is the true meaning of Easter 
Dear Editor: 

The Easter Bunny is not the meaning of Easter. 
This is true. The article in the March 1991 InterCOM 
never states the true meaning of Easter. Here is a little 
insight to the Easter celebration. . 

Easter is the celebtation of the death and resurrec
tion of Jesus Christ. The world gave this innocent man a 
murderer'!> trial. He was beaten beyond recognition, 
mocked, spat upon and was then nailed to a wooden 
cross to die. A crown of thorns was imbedded in His 
head as the Roman soldiers gambled for His garments. 
As He drew His last breath, He cried to the Father beg
ging for forgiveness for our sins. 

Three days later He arose from the grave and will 
never perish again. His death gave us life. Those of you 

who freely choose not to believe today, will bow down 
before the Lord when you die. 

Jesus is the TRUE meaning of Easter. 

- Brett Rachel 
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Wasserman responds to Hubisz's personal attack 
Wasserman's reply 
To the Editor, 

Rarely on any campus does one encounter writing 
or behavior as self-demeaning as that displayed by one 
John Hubisz. For two decades I've spoken to several 
hundred college and community groups on three conti
nents. But I've seldom encountered anything resembling 
the sad and foolish letter delivered to me at a recent talk 
about the environment at College of the Mainland. 

The excellent turnout was extremely gratifying. 
Though not everyone agreed with all that was said, we 
enjoyed a lively dialogue, as befits an institution of high
er learning in a free society. 

But Mr. Hubisz's bizarre letter must be extremely 
embarrassing to the College community. In all my trav
els, I've never received one quite like it. 

It is the first axiom of debate that when an opponent 
attacks you personally, he has nothing of substance to 
say. 

As best I can tell, Mr. Hubisz is a supporter of nu
clear power. But he writes to say he won't attend a pub
lic forum, and then to attack the person making the pres
entation. There's nothing of substance here. One can 
only conclude Mr. Hubisz lacks sufficient confidence in 
himself to engage in public discussion. 

My reasons for opposition to atomic power are sim
ple enough. It's expensive, unnecessary, dangerous, eco
logically catastrophic and hopelessly obsolete. As we 
commemorate the fifth anniversary of the Chernobyl dis
aster, no one doubts the technology has rendered large 
chunks of the Soviet landscape pennanently uninhabita
ble. The health costs at Three Mile Island have also 
been well documented, and are currently at issue in 
2,400 personal injury lawsuits on the part of downwind 

victims. To this day, the Nuclear Regulatory Commis
sion does not know how much radiation was emitted at 
TMI, or where it went. 

Atomic reactors also create large quantities of radio
active waste, operate inefficiently and have proven im
mensely expensive. Indeed, no matter what anyone may 
think of the health and safety issues, it is clear that re
newable sources and increased energy efficiency tech
nologies now available are cheaper, safer, cleaner and 
off er a far brighter future than atomic power. With $500 
billion invested in U.S. commercial reactors, they pro
vide just 20 percent of our electricity, and less than 8 
percent of our total energy. We actually get more usable 
energy from firewood. 

Nuclear power also has nothing to do with our ad
diction to foreign oil, except to prolong it. Contrary to 
the mass advertising campaign now being sponsored by 
the nuclear industry, just 4.6 percent of the oil we use 
goes to generate electricity. Even if we went 100 percent 
nuclear - requiring about 500 reactors - we would save 
little of the oil we need to conserve, most of which goes 
to fuel inefficient automobiles. 

Surely we can do better. If a bare fraction of the tax
payer and ratepayer money pitched down the nuclear 
sinkhole had gone to renewable energy research through 
the Reagan '80s, we'd be well on our way to a sound en
ergy future, with a secure lead in this exciting growth 
technology. Instead, our government still toys with an 
obsolete radioactive experiment, and has squandered our 
competitive edge in solar technology. 

Had Mr. Hubisz condescended to discuss these is
sues with the scores of students and community mem~ 
bers who attended our two presentations on April 17, we 
would gladly have discussed these and any other issues 
he chose. Everyone in both presentations who wished to 
speak was given ample opportunity to do so. 

The failure of Mr. Hubisz to attend, followed by this 
sad declaration of his superiority to the rest of us, must 
be a profound embarrassment to the South Texas com
mun~ty. Judging from .the fine character, intelligence and 
~ac1ous hospitality of those who did come out, Mr. Hu
bisz must be very much out of place at the College of the 
Mainland. 

-Harvey Wasserman 

Editor's note: The following statement by physics in
structor, Dr. John L. Hubisz, is the letter to which Har
vey Wasserman refers in the above letter to InterCOM. 
Dr. Hubisz's statement was issued to some of his stu
dents, but not submitted to InterCOM. One of Hubisz's 
students passed the statement on to Wasserman at his 
environmental presentation. Wasserman in turn made 
the statement public knowledge. 

The Hubisz statement 
Who is Harvey Wasserman? Why will I not attend 

his presentation? 

Were I to attend any talk by Harvey Wasserman it 
would lend some measure of credibility to him and his 
positions. At present his credibility is zero and I would 
hope to keep it there. One does not have a "dialogue" 
with people who publish the trash that this man has nor 
does one conduct a dialogue with individuals who manu
facture data to support their positions. People like Lo
vins, the Ehrlichs, Caldicott, Sternglass, Grossman, Nad
er, Brodeur, Cochrane, Rifkin and others who make a 
living by twisting, ignoring and manufacturing evidence 
to fit their socio-political agenda are rightly shunned by 
scientists and should be ignored by all. Harvey Wasser
man is a member of this group. 

Do you remember Abbie Hoffman? He was a con
victed criminal, drug peddler, drug abuser theif liar 
cheat, bail jumper and preacher of terrorism.' He w~ote ~ 
book, Steal this Book, in which he gave directions on 
ho~ to bounce cheques, how to shoplift, how to eat at 
restaura~ts without paying; how to avoid paying tele
phon~ bill~, h~w to wreck a bank's business by putting 
decaymg fish m deposit boxes, and how to manufacture 
~mbs and explosives. After Hoffman committed sui
c1?e, Harvey Wasserman said, "Abbie had a strong com
mitment to social justice." I do not want to encourage 
such people. 

Harvey Wasserman compared Three Mile Island to 
the Black Death. There might possibly be two deaths in 
the next 30 years as a result of the incident at TMI 
These would be added to the 30,000 expected from othe; 
causes for the area. I do not want to encourage people 
who use such scare tactics, expecially people who 
should know better. 

Harvey W assennan is the ludicrous quack who 
claimed that the cancer rate around Three Mile Island 
quintupled! The Statistical Abstract for that time (1986) 
showed a U.S. cancer rate of 20 percent. So, he claims a 
cancer rate of 100 percent! 

The Clamshell Alliance, which Wasserman be
longed to, was a bunch of criminal trespassers who de
stroyed private property, who cost the taxpayers tens of 
millions of dollars with frivolous lawsuits, and who, 
when ~ey saw that they were going to be successfully 
sued, d1sapeared. I consider Harvey Wasserman to be a 
"fugitive from justice.,; 

This professional anti-nuke should be sent back to 

the '60s to learn some elementary science·and stop pol
lutin~ mind,s. ~now nukes - th_ey ~ our best bet for a 
safe, clean., _ep~gy-ric~ f,µt1¥~. ; · • ,,. - · , · ,., 

People on the fringe do not deserve equal time. It is 
~ anti-intellec~~al notion that when someone disagrees 
with the prevadmg view that that position needs to be 
heard. If the fringe groups ever produce any evidence for 
their positions, the evidence will speak and we will not 
need clowns to draw our attention to it 

Opinions can only be had on issues that have not 
been determined. On issues that have not been deter
mined, opinions should be weighted according to the au
thority behind them. Harvey Wasserman, for conduct 
unbecoming our rational nature, does not earn a position 
on the scales. 

-Dr. John L. Hubisz 

Harvey Wasserman speaks to COM crowd in 
bis lecture,"Planet Earth: How it works, bow to 
save iL" His lecture covered topics including 
ozone, nuclear energy, rain forest and others. 

(Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

Activist Wasserman 
gives ecology lecture 
Continued from Page i-----------
(1963), everything she said about DDT and the destruc
tion of plant and animal life came true and even was 
worse. People who've warned of nuclear power, well, 
now we've seen Thee Mile Island and Chernobyl." 

Wasserman continued: "There's environmentalists 
who warned about the toxic waste. Now, there are horri
ble Cancer rates in places where oil is refined like the 
lower Mississippi and right here in Texas City. You have 
companies coming in, like copper smelters, saying that 
environmentalist are alarmist. They don't know what 
they're talking about. The fact is we have been right 
aboutlOO percent of the time. Not only that, but we've 
been able to do something about it. 

"The United States Council on Energy Awareness is 
a front group for the nuclear industry," Wasserman said 
responding to a student's question about the current com
mercials sponsored by the council. The commercial de
picts Middle East dictaters like Saddam and the Ayatolla 

See Wasserliian •Page S 



The candidates for the COM Board of Trustees appear before a crowd attending a forum prior to 
the May 4 election. Candidates were questioned about the economics of higher education, philoso
nhv of education and plans for the college. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM board candidates debate 
By DALE DIMITRI 
Assistant Editor 

What is to be done about College of the Mainland's 
fiscal crisis? 

Some of the candidates for the COM Board of Trus
tees attended a public forum April 25 at 7 p.m. in the 
Learning Resource Center Auditorium to discuss the 
state budget cut and other issues. But, by far, the most 
pertinent issue discussed was the economic squeeze be
falling higher education because of federal and state 
funding cuts. 

Attending the COM forum for Position 1 were Ed
ward C. Wesley, William A. (Bill) Chuoke Jr.; repre
senting John L. Hancock was his wife, Sue Hancock, 
and the fourth candidate, Robert S. Pascale, did not 
come although he said that he would. He did, however, 

attend the reception which followed. 
Candidates who attended for the Position 2 race 

were Charles W. "Popa" Brooks, Daniel M. Salazar and 
Dennis Blair Rygaard. A fourth .candidate, Ralph E. 
Holm did not attend. 

The possible solutions to the budget problems are 
the cutting of programs, curriculum, faculty and staff, 
the raising of tuition, the raising of area school taxes, re
ducing cost in certain programs and/or combinations of 
the aforementioned solutions. 

"I think we're going to have to massage the budget 
process very thoroughly," Ed Wesley, candidate for Po-

sition 1, said. "I hope we don't have any reduction in 
staff, but I can see a very real prospect where some re
duction or cutback in services to make up the deficit. I 
think there will be a tuition increase." 

Position 2 candidate Daniel M. Salazar said: "One 
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thing that I certainly would not propose, without scruti
nizing it very carefully, is a tax increase. We will cut 
waste where we can find it. We can cut out unneeded 
services that aren't providing anything." 

Bill Chuoke (Position 1) said: "It would be very dif
ficult to cut academic areas that students depend on to 
gain credit for advancement to upper level institutions. I 
think there are probably other areas not as well attended 
as they could be. We would have to look at enrollment 
figures, student and community needs, costs, and ana
lyze them to see if they are as cost efficient as they 
should be." 

Charles "Popa" Brooks (Position 2) said: "I don't be
lieve in cuts. I don't believe in people without a job. 
Mainly, because if programs were put in, then I trust 
those people who put them in, that they weighed them 
carefully because these programs were installed because 
of student need. Maybe we can try to eliminate some of 

the cost, but I firmly don't believe in program cuts." 

The forum was organized and produced through a 
joint effort of the Student Activities Board (SAB) and 
Students For Academic Freedom (SFAF). COM's speech 
instructor Roger Stallings and Coordinator of Recrea
tional Programs Maryann Urick also were vital in mak
ing the production possible. 

Mediator and SAB member Brett Rachel introduced 
the format of the program. First, each candidate present
ed an opening statement. Then the panelists from SFAF, 
Frank Regan and Elizabeth Windham, asked the candi
dates several rounds of questions. Last, the forum was 
opened up to the floor and candidates answered ques
tions from the audience. 

Many other issues were discussed at the forum in
cluding: the purpose of a trustee, their relationship with 
students and staff, their relationship with 

0

the community, 
their backgrounds, reasons for running and others. 

Wasserman insists nuclear testing must be halted 
Continued from Page-----------
raving and shaking their fist, then the logical voice of the 
commercial's narrator says something like: 

Would you trust your future to men such as 
these? Convert to nuclear energy now and re
move U.S dependence on foreign oil. 

"All of these ads are paid for by the nuclear indus
try," Wasserman said. "Basically it's (the commercial) a 

lie. Of all the oil we consume, 4.6 percent of the oil we 
use generates electricity. That's all! If we got 100 percent 
of our electricity from nuclear power which would take 
about 500 reactors, God forbid, in this country, we 
would only displace 4.6 percent of the oil we use. It's in-

significant. It has nothing to do with the Middle East 
really. We've spent $500 billion on researching and 
building nuclear power plants. And we actually get more 
usable energy from firewood than from nuclear power. 
It's a disaster! It's a total economic disaster. If we had 
used a tenth of the money we spent on nuclear power 
and put it in wind and solar energy, then we would not 
'need' any nuclear power plants." 

Concerning Texas City's proposed copper smelting 
plant, Wasserman said: "If Texas Copper builds in Texas 
City the first thing you will see is the destruction of the 
site itself. Copper smelting is very very toxic. It's very 
dangerous and very difficult to control. It involves a lot 
of airborne releases and a lot of toxic water run-off. The 
effects will be immediate." 

Wasserman's credentials are impeccable. He holds a 
master's degree in American history from the University 
of Chicago where he was a Woodrow Wilson Fellow 
and a bachelor's degree from University of Michigan 
where he was Phi Beta Kappa. He has appeared on the 
Phil Donahue Show, TODAY, CBS Nightwatch, The Os
good File, National Public Radio and the Sonya Fried
man Show. His books include Energy War, a history of 
the movement against nuclear power and Killing Our 
Own, an account of what radiation has done to the Amer
ican mple . . . .• ,, 

His articles have appeared in such publications as 
the New York Times, Los Angeles Times, Boston Globe, 
USA Today, Rolling Stone, Esquire, Mother Jones, The 
Progressive and many others. 

Wasserman's debate opponents have included Gen. 
William Westmoreland, Phyllis Schlafy, Howard Phil
lips of the Conservative Caucus and former U.S. Rep. 
John LeBoutiller of Accuracy in Academia. 

War: the ecological cost 

"Saddam Husein made it clear before we attacked 
that if we attacked he would set those oil wells on fire 
(in Kuwait). Essentially, Saddam Hussein held the plan
et's atmosphere hostage," Wasserman said. "The No. 1 
destroyer of our environment is war. Now what we have 
is the worst ecological catastrophe that the planet has 
ever suffered, except for Chrernobyl." He also men
tioned the oil slick that has killed devastating amounts of 
sea life and coral reefs. "The desert has been ravaged. 
It's littered with corpses and destroyed vehicles. 

"And one thing we didn't count on, anti-tank shells, 

which are used to pierce armor are often hardened with 
uranium tips, which are mildly radioactive," Wasserman 
explained. "As a result of that, these shells arc strewn all 
about the desert, with their radiation. We bombed as 
many aslO nuclear facilities and at least as many biolog
ical and chemical weapons facilities. The radioactive 
materials and killing agents from these materials spread 
out across the desert and God knows where they went." 

"We see the pollution in cities such as Baghdad 

where the sewers are backed up and the rivers have been 
devasted with pollution," he said. "Of course the first 
prob~m is the death of human beings and Ltie destruc
tion of communities but we also have to think more and 
more on the impact of war on the environment. 

"One of the most serious side effects of military 
spending, (is that) the governments of the world, even 
the poor ones, collaberated to spend upwards of a trillion 
dollars a year and even more on weaponry," Wasserman 
stated. "It's the biggest single waste humans have done. 
Imagine what could be done witft ·ffiat:rnoriey:~ · 

"The Star Wars program is the greatest offender. 
The idea of putting nuclear reacters in space and nuclear 
weaponry in space is just carrying on the kind of insanity 
that has been so ecologically destructive here into outer
space." 

As for nuclear weapon productions, Wasserman 
said, "Cleaning up the vast number of nuclear weapons 
production plants in the U.S. would cost the taxpayers 
upwards of $200 billion and that's just for starters. 

"Nuclear testing must be stopped. There is no threat 
from the Soviets anymore. There is no justification for 
having nuclear weapons anymore, and I think it's time 
we do something about it" 

Environment awareness smart business 

"It is important that people and corporations under
stand that in the coming years those who do well are 
those who are aware of the environment," Waserrnan 
said. 

"McDonalds is going to reduce their waste by 80 
percent. DuPont is trying to come up with a substitute 
for CFCs (chemicals that deteriate the Ozone)," he said. 

"Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing (3M) looked 
into it (their serious polluting), and they decided to re
duce their waste at the front end," Wasserman said. In 
the process 3M saved miliions of dollars. 

"And that's where the future of business lies. Stu
dents that's where the profits are in the coming years (en
vironmental related jobs)," Wasserman emphasized. 

In conclusion 

Wasserman tackled many other environmental sub
jects including, green house effect, rain forest destruc
tion, pesticide farming, Ozone depletion, oil spills and 
how microbe technology doesn't work well at all to clean 
up the oil spills or neutralize radioactive waste. 

"The ecological clean-up cost will make the S&L's 
look like a drop in the bucket," Wasserman said, but 
added that it must be done. He said that careers dealing 
with cleaning the environment are the wave of the fu-
ture. ' t f' 1 I 

•••• - , 1 J ..... ~ C' , \ . 
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Sports/Recreation 
Root, root, root 
for the home team ;._______.V__._i~~~--~-----W_o.r_l ci. ______ _ 

· SteYe .·· 
·•\ .. ·•···~111ri,:el~ \. 

Remember the old days in the Astrodome? Remem
ber when Nolan Ryan was on the mound, Jose Cruz was 
in left field and Terry Puhl was in right? Those were the 
names we thought of when someone said the Houston 
Astros. The last time they were in the dome seems like 
forever. 

Since then many new faces have come and gone. 

./, ~-

Last year we lost reliables such as Danny Darwin, Billy 
Doran, Franklin Stubbs, Larry Anderson, Dave Smith 
and the Big Bopper himself, Glenn Davis. You're proba
bly wondering why management let these talented 
players go. Well, they had to. The Astros are up for sale, 
and anyone knows you cannot sell a team to a smart 
buyer if your paying players $1 or$ 2 million a year. 

, ' 

So now the word in Houston is the new-look Astros. 
With Ken Caminiti, Eric Yelding and Craig Biggio re
turning-the so called "veterans" that are still in their 
young 20s-the new players still have some kind of lead
ership. Although the average age of this team is about 
25, and there is hardly any high priced talent, it does not 
mean that they have no chance in the big leagues. The 

Astros management found a few new guys they hope can 
fill some shoes. The question is: Can they do it? 

People, if I told you they could, I might be lying. 
The truth is that I've never really heard much about these 
new guys. Hopefully the household names this summer 
will be Biggio, Gonzalez, Yelding, Caminiti and Bag
well. But face it, that's all we can do is hope. 

COM's Bruce Alexander (in white shirt) goes up to block a spike in the GCIC Beach Volleyball 
Tournament held on Stewart Beach in Galveston. The team finished third in its division. COM bad 
teams participate in the beach volleyball and golf tournaments. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM competes in GCIC tourneys 
Steve Gehret placed third as a team . 

ByTHOMASOVERBECK 
Staff Reporter 

A cloudy but not rainy morning greeted the participants 
from 10 area community colleges at the Gulf Coast 
Intercollegiate Conference Beach Volleyball and Golf Tour
nament held April 10 at Galveston. 

CollegeoftheMainlandshowedupwiththeir14-member 
_volleyball squad and two golfers. Other colleges attending 
the tournaments were Galveston College, Brazosport Col
lege, Alvin CommunityCollege,LeeCollege, the central and 
south branches of San Jacinto College and the ~t, south and 
Tomball branches of North Harris County College. 

GCIC held the golf portion on Galveston's west end at the 
Pirates' .Beach Municipal Golf Course. Each partidpant 
played one round of golf. Judges rated the players individu
ally and as a two-person college team. Alvin Community 
College won for overall college effort and San Jacinto
Central reached second piace. ~bM: ~ ~<>m\ i;>c~e- and_ 

The volleyball portion took place on the other side of 
Galveston at Stewart Beach Parle, in front of their pavilion. 
Thecollegesweresplitupintotwodivisions,fiveteamseach, 
and played a series of five matches, with the matches consist
ing of two or three 15-point games. The teams with the best 
records went on to the finals. 

Prevailing high winds affected many of the volleyball 
games,especially the games the COM team played. The team 
played well in the first match, winning against San .Jacinto 
College-Central in two games. The team sat out the second 
match, and were ready to beat the last few contenders. 

However, they were unable to come up with any more 
wins, with Lee College, Galveston College and North Harris 
County College-East defeating the persistent COM team two 
games each. 

Lee College took first place in the volleyball tournament, 
,with San Jacinto-South ,napbing seyond ,The COM volley-
bal\.tearn, fj.J)ished ~th in thy.compption.1 ·~":. . 

Another big question is Mike Scott. He's been the 
Astros' ace pitcher since Nolan Ryan left Scotty might 
just get back into all-star form. That is if he isn't traded. 

Time will tell what the real new kids on the block 
will do. But through the tough games, injuries and ejec
tions, I know most of the people who live near the space 
city will still be rooting for them. I know I will. So let's 
" Pl a a a a ay ball ! " 

Basketball tourney 
small, but exciting 
By STEVE VILLARREAL 
Staff Reporter 

You've heard about the battle between the blue and 
the gray. Well, at College of the Mainland on April 19 it 
was the battle between the blue and the green. It was a 
battle of fast dribbling and smart shooting, but the blue 
prevailed 109 to 86. 

The COM Student Basketball Tournament hoped to 
have four teams, but had to settle for two : the blue and 
the green. The green team did not win but deserve credit 
for making the blue team sweat by tying the first game 
and playing tough the next. 

In the first game the score was 57-57. The highlight 
·of that game was when Mike Evans of the green called 
time out with three seconds left in the first quarter. Peo
ple were wondering why since he was at the other end of 
the court. They found out when play resumed. Byron 
Brooks made a half court 3-pointer to put the green team 
ahead ~t the end of the quarter. Although both teams 
played tough, no victor emerged in the first game. 

The second game determined the winner. Troy West 
of the blue team contributed with 29 points to give his 
team a slight advantage over the green team. The blue 

.team ended up winning 109-86. 
The tournament was set up to play two games. If the 

teams each had a victory, the victor would be determined 
by point difference. Fortunatlely for the blue that wasn't 
the case. They won on the court not on a calculator. 

Team players for the winning blue team were West, 
Chris Boggot, Alex Nadorse, Michael Curry, Phelecia 
Powers, Curtis Omo and Corey Yency. 

West was the leading scorer in the second game 
with 29 points to help pace the blue team to an easy win. 

Team players for the green team were Evans, Joseph 
Batiste, Marcus Williams, Jason Hubbard, Hank Robin
son, Jonathon Steele, Chad Smith and Byron Brooks. 
Evans' w~ the leading' scorer with 25 points. 



The Earth ball pictured played a major role in the COM Earth Day Picnic for students and employees held at Jack 
Brooks Park April 2. Shown with the ball from left are Janet Temple, Hugh Evans, Tiffany Bolter, Ashley Vick~ry, 
Bill Temple and Jay Botter. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 
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Earth Day picnic: 
entertaining event 
By ANNA SWORDS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's biannual student/ 
employee picnic, now called Earth Day Picnic, was held 
at Jack Brooks Park April 2. A small crowd of students, 
employees and their family members attended the pie-
nic. 

Among the many activities available to the crowd 
this year were crazy eight games, horse shoes and bingo. 
Winners were awarded prizes. 

Plenty of hot dogs, chips and chili were available 
and all who came received a free COM glass with their 

name on it. 

President Larry T. Stanley came to the picnic as 
well as Maryann Urick, Student Activities Board spon
sor, and some SAB members. 

People came and went all afternoon long. The 
weather was just right until later in the day when the 
winds picked up and it got cold. But adults and children 
continued to play. 

Class finds trip into Texas history educational 
By DALE DIMITRI 

Assistant Editor 

"I learned a lot, especially about LBJ's personal life 

and upbringing, besides his presidency," John Martinez 
said about the College of the Mainland's Texas history 
class's trip to Austin. 

Martinez was among seven other COM students, in
cluding myself who ventured forth along the highway 
bound for a two-night stay in Austin with our instructor, 
Alexander Pratt. The other COM adventurers included: 
June Waldon, Greg Guion, Bobbie Clack, Yolonda 
Burgess and Amanda Sieara 

"Making field trips a part of the requirement of the 
Texas history class will enable the students to experience 
the rich and exciting historical environment that enables 
Texas to be one of the most recognizable states through
out the world," Pratt, chairman of Division of Social 
Science; said. 

Here's the trip in a sentence: We toured the Bluebell 
plant in Brenham, the old Winedale plantation, many 
preserved (some redone) dog-trot cabins and farms, 
LBJ's boyhood home, LBJ's ranch, LBJ's library, the 
state Capitol, the governor's mansion, the state cemetery, 
a winery, Admiral Nimitz Museum, nature walks and 
scenic overlooks galore, and countless restaurants. 

The blue bonnets, Indian paint brushes, winecups, 
and hundreds of other flowers were in bloom. Rolling 
hills, the grainy but clean taste of water at roadside 
stops, intertwining and looping country roads and lush 
green pastures broken by the many hues of grazing cattle 
added a serene and colorful dimension to the trip. Some 
heifers had just dropped calves. It was enough to make 
you reconsider your next Big Mac to say the least. 

Of course everyone had their favorite places. My fa
vorite part excluding the night-life after-hours in Austin-

-just kidding Professor Pratt--of the trip was a tossup be
tween the LBJ library and ranch. 

"I liked going to the Winedale plantation," Waldon 
said. "The way they designed the houses was interesting. 
They had an open space through the house to easily ¥en
tilate. In the summer months, the family could eat out
side or in the dog-trot where it was cool." 

Burgess said, "I liked the design of the state Capitol 
best. The seals and paintings, elegant rooms were all 
very interesting." 

Speaking of the Capitol building, Pratt enlivened 
what would have been just a ·routine tour at 9 a.m. (It 
seemed like 5 a.m.,to most of us.) in the seqate chamber. 

Our tour guide decided to leave out an intriguing foot
note concerning two paintings in the Senate chamber. 

The paintings are by the same artist, one depicting 
the Battle of the Alamo, the other the Battle of San Jac
into. After the guides quick spiel, as we were being shuf
fled into the next room, Pratt pointed at a ghastly, moan
ing figure located in each of the paintings. The same 
figure was pictured in each painting, both pale, sickly 
and strangely out of place. Pratt then smugly revealed 
that the mysterious figure was the painter's son, who was 
dying slowly at the time of the painting. Anyway, we 
oooed and aaahed over that one for a while. 

Clack said: "I remember that it was funny when we 
went to the underground bar and couldn't get anything to 
drink (Clack being a 19-year old is referring to orange 
juice, of course.). I also liked the LBJ ranch because it's 
something I wouldn't mind having in the near future." I 
imagine so. The ranch is a vulgar but grand 2,000 acres 
of prime pasture and orchards, airplane runway and se
cret service housing included. 

As for myself, being a political junkie (I guess I 
should have said "politically correct" junkie. Ha!), I was 

fascinated by the the LBJ library. 
Most everyone has heard the story behind Lyndon 

Baines Johnson: unscrupulous, shrewd, resourceful, un-

ethical, but Just plain damn effective when it came to 
getting his way. Despite his mastery of "g~ ol' boy" 
politics, as it is so commonly called, was his firm con-

viction that life for society's underdogs should be bet

tered. On the domestic front anyway ..... 
Many pictures of LBJ show him leaning over some 

other politician and whispering through a cupped hand 
into an ear, or pointing fingers and holding up his hands 
as if he were calling in favors owed him, or in some oth
er deal-making posture. One man, who stood beside me 
admiring one picture of our former president seemingly 
in some under-the-table, ear-whispering deal remarked 
on the picture,"Ya know what he's say'n'?" 

I shook my head negatively. 
"He's a ask'n' that other fella if he wants to see his 

scars." Then the man burst into laughter. 
I smiled too. But I more imagined LBJ leaning over 

and whispering, "Got that Tonkin Resolution written up 
for me yet? We need to get this thing_rolling." Oh well, I 

digress. _ . . 
Traveling in Texas offers pleasures of v1ewmg sites 

such as scenic overlooks or nature trails or there's the 
more educational reason of seeing the history, like the 
smallest church in Texas or· the battle grounds of some 

forgotten blood bath. 

Alexander Pratt's Texas history class examines a map before their Austin field trjp April 12, 13 and 14. Some of the 
adventurers pictured are June Waldon, Dale Dimitri, John M~rtinez, Yolanda Burgess and Amanda Sieara. 
Students who went to Austin but a.-e not pictured are Bobbie ~lack and Greg Guion. 
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Students Def end Academic Freedom 

Photos 
by 

Penny 
Barrera 
and 
Frankie 
Rodri
quez 

Cartoon 
by 

Thomas 
Overbee 

By DAWN RUNNER 
Staff Reporter 

Will iL ever end? It seems nol because yel again 
there are calls for conformity, Lhis time from one Roy 

Windsor McCall. But COM students and staff fight 
back. 

But first let's examine the beginnings of this devel
opment. 

Early this semester a conflict developed on the 
COM campus when Howie Katz, criminal justice in
structor, verbally attacked Larry Smith, history instruc
tor, over Smith's teaching methods. Katz apparently felt 
that Smith's teaching was unethical. 

In defense of Smith's right, or any teacher's right, to 
teach how they wanted. a petition was signed by 368 stu
dents and former students within a 24-hour circulation 
period. The petition was published in The Texas City 
Sun. This ad (petition) was funded completely by stu
dents. The petition reads: 

"Petition for Academic Freedom" 
"We the undersigned students and for mer students 

feel that our academic freedom is in jeopardy and here
by affix our signatures in support of the following pre
cepts. 

Advocating no particular political ideology but in 
search of continued educational diversity, we adamantly 
reject al/empts to censor curriculum material whatever 
its content. 

We believe academic freedom to be the exposing of 
minds to all perspectives, be they liberal or conservative. 
To limit access to a particular subject or ideology is to 
limit education. 

We therefore respectfully request that no instructor 
suffer recrimination for his or her beliefs, but be judged 
solely on professional teaching ability. 

We sign this petition freely, knowing that it will be 
published in its entirety in the Texas City Sun. 

On May 1, Roy Windsor McCall wrote a letter to 
the editor of the Texas City Sun. His letter reads: 

"COM 'dissidents' need to think. 
Editor: In re: The half-page advertisement by the dissi
dents from the College of the Mainland in last week's 
Sun. 

Ten bucks'says there is not a good student, a real 
scholar in the whole bunch. 

The penitentiary at Huntsville is filled with non
conformists, 'free-thinkers,' 'do your thing' people." 

-Roy Windsor McCall, 
Texas City 

The following are several letters received by lnterCOM: 

Dear Mr. McCall: 
Listen, I don't like what you're saying about COM 

students. They are all here for one reason: to further their 
education. Don't compare us to prisoners because they 
are rejects of society. They already messed up their 
lives. We haven't So don't say things you do not know 
and leave us alone. Get your facts straight. I may not be 
on the Dean's list, but I am here and, I am trying. I have 
one more thing to say: don't say anything until you come 
see for yourself. 

- Dallas Brannon, 

Dear Editor, 
I am appalled that Mr. McCall thinks that anybody 

who signed the petition for academic freedom at COM is 
some sort of malcontent that should be equated with 
convicts in a penitentiary. 

Our whole society is based on freedom of speech, 
ideas and new concepts. As a fonner marine and current 
full time student at COM, I support the idea of academic 
freedom at our school. 

-George Osborne 

Dear Mr. McCall: 
Vice President of the An Association and on the 

Dean's list twice; What are YOUR credentials, Mr. Roy 
Windsor McCall? 

We appreciate your voicing your opinion and our 
greatest hope for the future is that you don't breed. 

-Mark Farias, 

Dear Editor: 
As a former student and current part-time instructor 

at College of the Mainland, I take great offense at Roy 
Windsor McCall's comments found in the Texas City 
Sun. He refers to the students as dissidents, and then fur
ther embarrasses himself by saying that he bets that 
there's not a scholar in the bunch. As an instructor for six 
years, I have encountered many scholarly students at 
COM, most of whom were scholarly enough to realize 
that academic freedom and freedom of speech are neces
sary parts of any democracy, and integral parts of any 
learning environment. Perhaps Mr. McCall would like to 
provide the college with copies of his high school or (if 
they exist) college transcripts. I would love to see a 
"scholar" who makes such irrational comments made in 
school. In my book he makes an "F." 

Dear Editor: 

-Steve Remollino 
Instructor of English 

This letter has been a long time overdue. I keep tell
ing myself that there are some intelligent people left in 
the world. Mr. Roy Windsor McCall's ten-line letter on 
yesterday's Sun editorial page removed the last shreds of 
doubt I may ever have had. Truly no one cares anymore 
about free expression or the basic rights granted to us by 
the framers of our Constitution. Television has robbed 
America's youth of its will to learn and sapped the crea
tive fluids out of most everyone else. I am appalled to 
know that the mature members of this cor1munity think 
so Little. 

Mr. McCall, I'll take your ten dollars '>ecause 1· am a 
good student and an aspiring scholar. I a01 a second-year 
education major with plans to join the Pea:e Corps after 
I receive my degree. And I care about wha happens to 
the people on COM's campus. Maybe Mr.McCall would 
like to tour Huntsville's penitentiary with ne someday. 
I'd be intereseted to know just how many college stu
dents really are there. 

I bet ten dollars Mr. McCall knows H:>wie Katz. It 
was"Katz' red-baiting in the first place tha1 sparked the 
whole affair at COM. What started as an irrational de
bate between instructors has grown to encl)mpass not 
only students, but obviously the communily as well. This 
is utter nonsense that threatens my educalimal develop
ment and that of my alumni. This is a warof political 
correctness with no really clear sides of th! argument. 
Give it up people. Get your heads out of y.>Ur backsides, 
and please, let's get on with an equal education for eve
ryone. 

-Erik J. Park 
COM student ind "dissident" 

Dear-Mr. McCall: 

I .. , 
-~ 

I am a 27-year old student at COM, an avid Repub
lican, and an ex-Marine. My views do not always con
fom to those of my more liberal-minded fellow students 
but I must say that I was quite stunned by your letter to ' 
the editor in the May 1st edition of the Sun. I wonder if 
you realize just how communistic in nature it sounded in 
word ·and sentiment. 

In a country such as ours, there is no place for a 
word such as "dissident" except, perhaps, in conversa
tions concerning the abuse of people labeled as such in 
communist countries. We are a country of free thinkers, 
thank God, or we would not be here. And as far as non
conformity goes, would you rather every student wear a 
little grey suit and matching hat emblazoned with a huge 
red star as we slave over our books under a largcr-than
life photograph of some oppressor? Perhaps you would 
go so far as to apply for the position? 

Yes, Mr. McCall, Huntsville is full of free-thinkers, 
but, then again, so is the Congress, and the White House, 
and the United Nations, and yes, even your friendly 
neighborhood church. (And they're all out to get you!) At 
least those in Huntsville can no longer cause any harm. 
What we must concern ourselves with now are those 
who would threaten our free-thinking and non
conformity. We have no need for Hitlers, Ayatollahs, 
Mussolinis or Shahs in this country. So keep it up, Mr. 
McCall. We are in sore need of someone to remind us 
that our civil liberties are constantly threatened by men 
such as yourself. 

-Jon T.S. Bivens 

Dear Editor: 
To the comment that was made about COM stu

dents: Mr. McCall, that was a real stupid move. 
-Sheron de Sherow 

Dear Editor: 
This letter is in reference to Roy Windsor McCall's 

letter in The Texas City Sun, on May 1, 1991. I would 
like to give my opinion on his attitude toward College of 
the Mainland "dissidents." In The American Heritage 
Dictionary, dissident is defined as disagreeing, as in 
opinion or belief. Well, correct me if I am wrong, but 
this country was founded on opinions and a lot of disa
greeing. Mr. McCall, is it fair to say that you would bet 
"ten bucks" that there are not any real scholars at Col
lege of the Mainland. I would bet you ten bucks and ten 
more bucks to say that you're not a real scholar. 

-Alecia Harrison 

Dear Mr. McCall: 
We took the time to listen and try to understand Roy 

McCall's opinion, but he didn't give us a second thought 
As society changes with time, so does education, 

and he should understand our changing needs which are 
much different than McCall's antique education. 

This is America where we learn and grow from 
creative thinking, not thoughts that are programmed into 
us like a computer. 

There is a better way to run society . McCall's meth
od will keep America in the rut it is in. 

-David Cook 

Dear Editor: 
McCall suggests free-thinkers should be sent (or end 

up in) prison. If so, reserve a cell for me now. 
The shallowness and stupidity expressed by this 

man, as he categorizes students that he doesn't'know, is 
really not worth replying to. 

Sending a man such as McCall to prison (Hunts
ville), would be a slur to the legitimate prisoners who are 
incarcerated there. 

-Roddy Hughs 

Dear Mr. McCall: 
Not a good scholar? OK I've been on the Dean's list 

my entire stay at COM, and I'm the president of the Art 
Association. The others are about as qualified. 

- Troy Fortenberry, • 
signer 

Dear Editor: 

Mr. Roy Windsor McCall: 
Y oumay address a ten

dollar check to Elizabeth C. 
Windham, 2408 12th Ave, 
North, TexasCity, TX77590. 

I am a proud member 
of the "dissident" group you 
describe. I defy you to find 
any professor (regardless of 
political orientation) on the 
COMcampusthat wouldde
scribe my academic perfor
mance as anything less than 
exemplary. MycunentCOM 
GPA is a 4.0 (out of a pos
sible 4.0) . . 

Students for Academic 
Freedom is a free-thinking, 
non-conformist assembly of 
articulate and concerned in
dividuals. Your insouciant, 
maledictive implications, 
however, are baseless. Lik
ening this group to incarcer
ated social deviants is both 
ridiculous and disgraceful. 

Non-confonnity does 
not automatically imply riot
ous anarchy. In fact, when 
you find the majority to be 
heading •in a direction that 
you deem unethical or bar
barous, I would hope that 
you, too, would be a non
conformist. I am also assum
ing (perhaps magnani
mously) that you dress your
self, decide what to eat and 
when, and make many other 
personal decisions through
out your day. Whoops! That 
makes you a free thinker, 
too. 

I'm not sure what you 
meant by "do your thing" 
people (do-your-own-thing 
people,maybe?). Regardless, 
our group is well-infonned, 
well-behaved (for the most 
part) and functioning effi
ciently because we don't do 
our own thing. We do what 
we as a group feel is the right 
thing. 

-Elizabeth C. Windham 

Everyone has a right to hear both sides. That's what 
we asked for. The only reason he (Roy McCall) bet 10 
dollars is because he knew he would lose it. College 
makes you an individual, and we are the future. If he 
cannot handle th~ way the future thinks, then he should 
stay in the past and keep his mouth shut. Mr. McCall, 

you would make a perfect politician. 

- Marquerite (Mardi) Williamson 

Dear Mr. McCall: 
. I think every student has a right to voice their opin
ion. No one has the right to say that we aren't good stu
dents or real scholars. We are just like everyone else in 
this world. I signed the petition because I do believe in 
academic freedom. I think Roy Windsor McCall is a 
closed-minded, bigotted jerk who is too scared to come 
face to face with the students who signed. If you have a 
problem with the truth, Roy, come to me and I'll explain 
it to you - thorough. 

- Shelly Wilburn 
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Families of seriously ill children have place to stay 
By TIMOTHY W. CHAMBERS 
Staff Reporter 

The Ronald McDonald House of Galveston, or "the 
house that love built" became a reality for the island 
May 5, 1989. 

These "homes away from home" for the families of 
seriously-ill children are located nationwide. Those who 
stay are welcomed with a friendly smile and an under
standing heart. 

In May 1984 Help Us Give Support (HUGS), a non-

profit organization, was formed to try to build a Ronald 
McDonald House on Galveston Island. In order to obtain 
a house under the Ronald McDonald name, proof for the 
need of one has to be shown.Through numerous charity 
events and public exposure such as The Today Show, 
HUGS attained a $1.6 million endowment from the Sea
ly and Smith Foundation of Galveston. 

The public has some misconceptions of the facility's 
rple, said Susan Antonelli, vice president in charge of 
communications for the house and one of the two volun
teer coordinator (the other is Carol Fruend). Some peo
ple believe Ronald McDonald House is a medical facili
ty. It is not, in fact no medical staff is on the premises. 
Also it is not connected to McDonald's Restaurants other 
than sharing the name. 

"The Ronald McDonald House is separate from the 
McDonald's restaurants, Antonelli said. "They gave us a 
set-up fee (money to help start the house), but their char
ity is Ronald McDonald Charity." She also said that in 
order to maintain the house, HUGS must look to outside 
sources for support. 

Charity functions and the financial generosity of 
some Galvestonians have helped keep the house's doors 
open. Charity functions include the Dixie Fishing Tour
nament, the Run Like the Dickens, and a recent dance-a
thon put on by a local school. 

Since the house was opened, each year a wish list 
has been published and distributed in hopes that anyone 
who can contribute time, money or equipment will do 
~-

The maintenance of the home is taken care of by 
volunteers. These volunteers donate their time, domestic 
skills and love to make the Ronald McDonald house a 
"home away from home." 

"If you can make a bed, answer phones and vacuum, 
you are welcome to volunteer," Antonelli said of the 
need for volunteers. As a volunteer, she emphasized 
one is only responsible for a three hour- shift once a 

COM student Elliott-Lee Gorton performs magic tricks 
in·the Houston/Galveston area. 

Ronald McDonald makes an appearance at the grand opening of the Ronald McDonald House May 
S, 1989. The house is located at 301-14th St. in Galveston. 

week and hours are flexible. 
Located inside every guest room is a chore list. The 

guest staying in that room is responsible for whatever 
chore is listed, such as unloading the dishwasher, dusting 
the banister or taking out the trash. Guests also are re
sponsible for vacuuming their room before they go 
home. Changing the sheets on the beds is left to the vol
unteers. For those rooms left vacant, the volunteers per
form the household tasks. 

"If there are no chores to be done, a volunteer might 
go to the TV room and drink a Coke and talk with the 
guests, or play games with them," Antonelli explained. 

Francine Papac, a volunteer who has been at Ronald 
McDonald House for a year, said," I enjoy working for a 
good purpose and meeting people." 

Upon arrival each seriously-ill child is given a hand
made quilt and a stuffed animal, contributed by local 

clubs and the Shriners. 

The house is decorated in soft pastel colors. Hand
made quilts such as the .ones given to the children adorn 
the walls of almost every room. A floor-to-ceiling mar
ble fireplace overlooks the living room which has sever
al couches with stuffed-animals waiting to be held and 
loved. Though the kitchen is monstrously large it has the 
enticing quality of a normal home-sized kitchen. 

Each of the 20 guest rooms resembles a motel room: 
two twin beds, a dresser and a window. A bathroom is 
located between every two rooms. Hand-made quilts 
adorn the wall of every room in the house. These are 
contributed to the house by local clubs and the Shriners. 
Each child of the guest that is problemed is given a 
handmade quilt ·of their own and a stuffed animal. 

"It's a homestyle atmosphere where people feel at 
home." Antonelli added. 

If you are interested in volunteering your time, 
please call the Ronald McDonald House at (409) 762-
06()<), 

.Elliot-Lee Gorton plans magical future 
By TIMOTHY W. CHAMBERS 

Staff Reporter 

What began as a hobby for a curious 8-year-old has 
grown today into a career destination. Ten years ago El
liot Gorton thought that he might experiment with with 
magnets after he noticed he could make them do tricks. 

. "I started with these stupid magnets, and developed 
some tricks," Gorton said. "Being only 8 years old, I 
thought it was great, though everyone I showed the trick 
knew how it happened." 

Soon after Gorton showed interest in magic, his 
grandfather showed him some various rope tricks that he 
had picked up back in his days as a sailor. Gorton mas
tered the rope tricks and moved on to other magic tricks 
that he learned from books and magazines. 

He developed his style of magic from these three 

types of magic: close-up, parlor ( party tricks), and stage 
(illusion). 

During his childhood Gorton learned to play guitar 

and harmonica, which he now includes in some of his 
magic shows. 

" I do mostly childJ:en's songs, but it's great when I 
play them to adults. They actually sing along." 

Gorton has performed in restaurants and at parties, 
and said that it is more difficult to perform magic in 
front of children than adults. 

"It's possible to fool a child, but it .can be difficult," 
Gorton said. "Adults have had experience in life and take 
things for granted while a child has not." 

Another talent of his is. making balloon animals, 
which Gorton says works well wiL'1 children. "When put
ting on shows for children, I really stress staying away 
from drugs and staying in school," Gorton said. He also 
sets apart what is whole-hearted and child-oriented from 
what is intended for adult audiences. 

He is developing his own style with lighted-hearted 
humor that is not as tense as David Copperfield, but 
milder or cleaner than Andrew Dice Clay. 

"I try to trick the audience, not be a liar." he said ex
plaining that the subconscience is not involved in magic, 
but foolery. 

He has performed at Clary's in Galveston, but cur
rently works at Pizza Hut in Texas City where he per
forms on " Kids' Night." 
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'Politically correct': another label for suppression 
By DALE DIMITRI and mtellectual~y hones~ fash_ion, oppo~ents of such re- Then Horn's rightist student group campaigned_ to 
Assistant Editor form are mounting a nauonwide campaign to smear and protest UT funding of Tejas. The state education fundmg 

misrepresent the work of responsible teac~ers and schol- cuts, which are affecting schools all over Texas includ-
"She was accused the other day of being politically 

correct Maybe it was the string bag in her hand. Maybe 
her use of the word 'person.' Or her ticket stub for Danc
es With Wolves. Maybe it was because she was known to 
favor such things as multiculturism or diversity," colum
nist Ellen Goodman wrote in the April 7 issue offhe 
Houston Post. 

Chances are, you've heard the term "politically cor
rect'' of which Goodman speaks. What is politically cor
rect? Buying an environmentally safe product? Disliking 

racial jokes? Studying other cultures? Criticising govern
ment? And who is responsible for this recent tirade of la
beling scholars, books and types of educational materi-

als? · d . . 1 
Politically correct labeling is used to bran • rromca -

ly as suppressors, people who are staunch supporters of 
diversity, multiculturism, democracy, free speech and 

political acitvism. 

The culprits are revealed 
Paula Rothenberg, noted scholar and professor of 

philosophy and women's studies at William Patterson 
College of New Jersey, wrote on this development 
(Chronicles of Higher Education April 10): "A steady 
stream of articles on 'politically correct' thought have ap
peared in countless national, regional and local publica
tions. None of them, whether news stories or opinion 
pieces, give even the pretense of presenting a fair and 
balanced account of the issues; each of them seems con
tent to repeat the same set of half-truths and distortions 
being circulated by the National Association of Scholars 
(NAS), a Princeton University based organization of ac
ademics seemingly based on the Orwellian slogans: War 
is Peace, Freedom is Slavery and Ignorance is Strength." 

.So the culprits are revealed. The organization emit
ing much of this "politically correct" propaganda is the 
NAS. 

An article in the April 22 issue of the Houston Post 

TH,s ,~ youP-. 

BRAIN ... 

•• J"Hl5 IS youR 
BAAIN AFTER 

n(C NASF1111SHl!S 
1TH rT"! 

sums up a large part of the NAS argument, "The mere 
mention of P.C. (politically correct) conjures up images 
of academic witch-hunts reminiscent of the McCarthy 
era, but in reverse, with liberals persecuting conserva
"tives." This argument simply holds no weight. The 
NAS's record speaks for itself, showing that they are the 
ones practicing this new McCarthyism. 

From the outset, the NAS revealed its reactionary 
leaning. The first issue of N AS's quarterly journal, Aca
demic Questions, attacked feminist scholarship, affirma
tive action, ethnic studies, and even student evaluation of 
professors. 

The NAS and other politically correct baiters are 
spreading fast And College of the Mainland is no excep
tion. 

NAS activity: COM example 
NAS member and COM professor of physics, Dr. 

John Hubisz, circulated a flier that states: "I understand 
there are a couple of other ficulty members who are 
members (of NAS) also. That means there is a possibili
ty of establishing a chapter here at COM." Let's hope 
not, our classes need no policing. 

What methods do the NAS activists use to oppose 
educational refonn proponents? Rothenberg writes, "Not 
content to debate curriculum reform in a straight forwlird 

ars all across the country who are committed Lo democ- ing COM, made it easier for the Hom's group to have 
ratizing the curriculum." This NAS nationwide cam- Tejas's funding cut severely. Instead of 5,000 issues per 
paign of smearing individuals rather than their argu- /;';c 7itoM: e.-,.-,£ --OOp5--
ments has reached COM. . . ,1-: vL. ;t' /NCAN 'Po/,r,v,l(y c~uc.r' 

For example, nationally known and highly credible, 1s.--- rcssoR 5 .'.' ~i, 
Harvey Wasserman, recently spoke at COM. NAS mem- ...,__ ~ 
bcr, Dr. Hubisz passed a letter to some of his students, 
aimed at discrediting Wasserman rather than honestly 
debating him (see letters, Page 4). 

Dr. Hubisz writes, "One does not have dialog with 
people who publish the trash that this man (Wasserman) 
has ... " Also, "This professional anti-nuke should be sent 
back to the '60s to learn some elementary science and 
stop polluting minds." The NAS ironically claims to be a 
supporter of academic freedom, yet members consistent
ly attack and label people unfairly with whom they disa
gree. This statement by Dr. Hubisz typifies much of 

NAS philosophy, "People on the fringe do not deserve 
equal time (to give their supported opinions)." 

COM can expect an NAS chapter to be started here 
with NAS members already active on campus. 

And the attacks are coming from the community as 
well, Columnist for The La Marque Times, Don Brown, 
added to the false notion that COM is somehow "politic
ized" and not education oriented when he wrote, "The 
citizens of the community should demand an educational 
and not a political institution." 

Alas it seems the conditions are right for campus 
thought police like the NAS to move into COM's suc
cessful educational environment. 

NAS activity: example two 
Partly because the University of Texas fosters a cli

mate of increased sexual and racial violence and harrass
ment, English professor Linda Brodkey proposed that 
E306, a lower division writing course, be revised to in
clude reading about civil rights issues from a sociology 
textbook (a book developed by Paula Rothenberg) on 
race and gender. Students could then write constructive
ly about current issues that affect them directly. The stu
dents would learn English skills and gear those skills to
ward problem-solving. Sound nice? The majority of the 
UT English department thought so. The NAS didn't. 

Two NAS members, Alan Gribben and Daniel 
Bonevac, were determined that students needed to be 
protected from the evils of information. They made alle
gations of "indoctrination," and on PBS television Bone
vac charged that E306 should really be called "Marxism 
306." These charges should sound familiar because simi
lar events have recently afflicted COM with criminal 
justice instructor Howie Katz's accusations against histo
ry instructor Larry Smith and the COM administration., 
But where Katz's assault caused no permanent damage, 
except reputational, the NAS dealt a severe blow to aca
demic diversity at UT. The NAS managed to impose 
their censorship on E306 by having the needed course 
changes delayed, despite the English department' vote 

for the changes. (Sara Diamond, Z Magazine, Feb. 91) 

NAS activity: example three 
The NAS claims that conservative professors,are be

ing suppressed by bigot-bashers. In this development, 
the "bigot" in question happened to be the NAS Texas 
chapter head Joseph Hom, a psychology professor who 
peddles theories on people having intelligence differenc
es as determined by their race. 

Horn, who is also assistant dean of liberal arts at 
UT, was the object of an investigative report by UTs 
Hispanic publication, T ejas. Horn had encouraged stQ
dent rightists to circulate petitions and rally against the 
Black Students Association's proposal to hire more black 
fac~lty and to require all students to take three hours of 
ethnic studies. The blatant racism at UT campus, Hom's 
racist theories and his right-wing activities spurred Tejas 
to call for his resignation as dean. This, I suppo~. is 

· what the NAS calls bigot-bashing. · ' 

printing, Tejas now only produces 50 issues per printing. 
The other three UT journalism publications received no 
cuts. 

Is this what the NAS calls academic freedom? 
At UT, the NAS sponsors an "independent" student 

publication The University Review, which bashes the 
campus media at UT, The Daily Texan, with a passion 
and bitterly opposes minority and women's groups. They 
claim these "interest groups" make campuses "divisive" 
rather than healthy educational communities. 

These UT students have forgotten that multicultur
ism and conflicts of ideas among groups and individuals 
are primary aspects of American life. What they and the 
NAS are truly advocating is educational homogeneity; or 
the elimination of education which they determine to be 
"divisive," "indoctrinating" or the catch-all buzz words: 
politically correct. 

University Review staffers make fun of "racism" and 
"sexism" as if these conditions are nonexistent in our 
culture, as if left-wing political idealogues trumped them 
up to further some sinister agenda. 

One of the NAS's goals is to remove "politicization" 
from campus life. At an NAS meeting, their president, 
Stephen Balch said, "Unlike the· idealogues of the left, 
we did not see campus political struggle as part of our 
vocation." Balch demonstrates hypocrisy as he speaks . 
The New York Times wrote that an NAS meeting is, 
"more typical of a political rally than an academic con
ference." So, Balch is at the podium raving about the 
evils of campus political struggles while actively in
volved in campus political struggles. It is worth men
tioning that Balch was the former research director for 
the Smith-Richardson Foundation, which sponsors CIA 
media projects and Department of Defense leadership 
training. The NAS is plainly -- a political organization! 

So, not only is the NAS against the democratization 
of curricula, but they're hypocrites LOO. 

In conclusion: PC and Proud 
Rothenberg writes: "They (NAS) have so little faith 

in this nation's potential to realize the democratic values 
we have so long espoused that they mistakenly believe 
that identifying the racism and sexism in our past and 
present will weaken this nation rather than strengthen it." 

This new facism, perpetrated by the NAS, has made 
its way into the popular media (because of their financial 
backing) and is usually, and frightfully, depicted as a 
good thing. Well, sorry, it is not a good thing. It reeks of 
flaming pyres and burning books. 

Rothenberg writes, "How ironic that those of us 
seeking to make the curriculum and campus climate less 
racist, less sexist and less heterosexisL are portrayed as 
threats to democratic freedoms rather than their champi
ons. But in the end, war is not peace, slavery is not free-

' dom and no matter what the NAS may t?elieve, i~oor,
ance is not strength." 
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After camping ror the night the Outdoor Club prepares to unload canoes and put in on Village 
Creek in Kountze, Texas ror a weekend or primitive canoeing and ca~ping on April 27. Twenty
one members participated in the trip. The campers left the night or April 26 and returned the even-

ing or April 28. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

White House Millie writes tell all book 
By CONNIE MC CULLEN 
Guest Reporter 

an occasional break for squirrel hunting or tennis ball 
fetching. 

Millie modestly acknowledges the fame she ob-
"My name is Mildred Kerr Bush and I came to live tained in the public eye through the hounding media as 

with the Bush family on February 13, 1987." Thus be- she waited for the birth of her six offsprings. She men-
gins Millie's Book, Mildred Kerr Bush's extraordinary lions the honor she received when she and her babies 
true memoir that she "dictated" to Barbara Bush. were featured on the cover of Life magazine. 

Millie, a springer spaniel, chronicles her first en- Millie's Book is a delight to read, especially if read 
counter with then - Vice President George Bush and his out loud to children. This reporter discovered that with 
wife at the foot of Air Force II in Cincinnati, Ohio. She her four nephews, ages 4-8. The book contains many 
recounts her dog days at the large white Victorian-style facts and curiosities which are educational as well as en-
vice presidential house, Blair House. While living there, tertaining for adults and children. Furthermore, the sim-
Millie spent her time exploring the trees, hunting squir- plicity with which it is written and the 100 plus photo-
rels and possums and locating tennis balls which George graphs featuring Millie and/or offsprings provide a short 
Bush threw into the flower beds. relaxing interlude from the daily dullness of life. 

Millie discusses the dramatic changes that took Although this reporter's family isn't particularly 
place in her life after Bush was elected president in 1988 fond of dogs we think the memoir is heart-warming. The 
as they established residency in the White House. Addi- nephews and I recommend it; in fact, they rate it four 
tionally she shares her typical day with President Bush - "paws" up. 
morning briefings, deliberations in the Oval Office and . 

COM Greek Council forms; Greek Day held 

Lewis's Liar's Poker 
unique reading treat 
By CONNIE MC CULLEN 
Guest Reporter 

Liar's poker is a game that combines bluffing and 
calculating while guessing the serial numbers of dollar 
bills. The game is a popular after-hours entertainment of 
some bond traders and arbitrageurs (those who specialize 
in buying of stocks and bonds in one marketing and the 
sells them at profit in another market). The game's name is 
the source for the title of Michael Lewis' Liar's Poker: 
Rising Through the Wreckage on Wall Street, an actual 
account of his days as bond trader. 

During winter 1984, Michael Lewis, a recent art 
history graduate of Princeton University studying at the 
London School of Economics, attended a dinner given by 
Queen Mother Elizabeth. He discovered that the woman 
seated next to him was the wife of a managing partner of 
Salomon Brothers, a prestigious New York-based invest
ment house. He immediately obtained employment with 
the firm as an overpaid $48,000-a-year trainee. 

With the other 126 aspirants, Lewis encountered a 
host of characters, including: 

1. Salomon Chairman John Gutfreund (pronounced 
good friend) who loves to sneak up from behind 
traders and surprise them while they are on the 
phone; 

2. the foul-mouthed Human Piranha, a Harvard 
graduate; 

3. Sir Sangfroid, whose British accent brings chills 
into a room; and 

4. bond traders who threw telephones at the aspir
ants while they were on the trading floor. 

Lewis became a bond trader in London after he 
completed his training. Naive, he agreed to sell some of 
Salomon's inventory bonds to a German trader, who took 
a substantial loss as the bonds' price declined, thus losing 
his managing job as a result of the fiasco. Lewis, on the 
other hand rose from the rank of"geek" - the lowest form 
of life on the trading floor - to "Big Swinging Dick" -
the highest rank, which equates to hero, "the most danger
ous beast on the floor." He learned from this experience 
that he had to protect himself and his clients from his co
workers at Salomon. 

Meanwhile, as Salomon Brothers succeeded, so did 
Lewis. By 1987, he earned $225,000 annually. Despite the 
stock market crash of Oct. 19, 1987, despite the disbanding 
of several of Salomon's offices, despite the loss of promi
nent clients, Salomon Brothers survived and Michael Lewis 
stayed. 

By RENITA MILBURN 

Staff Reporter 
The Greek Council held its first annual Greek Day Lewis, nevertheless, decided to depart from the 

Until recently no greek letter organizations have ex
isted at College of the Mainland. Seeing this need sever
al faculty members affiliated with a fraternity or sorority 
formed a Greek Council. 

The Greek Council consists of: Dr. Warren T. Dod
son (Kappa Alpha Psi), Dr. Vanneise Collins (Delta Sig
ma Theta), Deryl Clark (Delta Sigma Theta), Anthony 
Hawkins (Phi Beta Sigma), Leroy August (Phi Beta Sig
ma), Albert Bass (Alpha Phi Alpha) and Thomas Carter 
(Kappa Alpha Psi). 

at COM April 20. Greek Day consisted of a video tele- company during the beginning of 1988 because he felt that 

conference titled, Black Fraternities and Sororities: A he didn't need to stay any longer. Having overdosed on 
Glorious Past, The Road Ahead held in the Leaming greed, he decided to walk away from his chance ofbecom-
Resource Center Auditorium followed by a step show in ing a millionaire. 
the Physical Education Building. Lewis's rags-to -riches story is a fantastic journey of 

Community response for this event, even though it revelations and humor. He gives to the layman a readable 
was a first, w~s enthusiastic. Members of greek letter or- account of Salomon Brothers' origin and the financial 
ganizations from the community attended with their let- complexitiesofinvestmentbanking.Lewis uses one-liners 
ters and colors prominently displayed. and puns to provide humor in the course of his narrative, a 

The winners of the step show and the $500 prize subject few have written about 
were the Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity from East Texas Liar'sPoker:RisingThroughtheWreckageonWall 
State University, Commerce. Street is a unique treat that is highly recommended. 

Summer reading list for . book lovers' enjoyment 
1. From Beirut to Jerusalem, by Thomas L. Friedman 

($12.95) 
2. Wiener Dog Art-A Far Side Collection, by Gary 

Larson ($7. 95) 
3. Dances with Wolves, by Michael Blake ($5.95} · 
4. All I Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten, 

by Robert Fulghum ($5.95) 
5. Weapons of Desert Storm, by Walter J. Boyne ($7.95) 
6. Saddam Hussein and the Crisis in the Gulf, by Judith 

Miller and Laurie Mylroie. ($5.95) 
1.7.,, All 1-KMw I Lear:ned Fram my Cqt, by Sµzy , Beck 

($5.95) 

8. Desert Shield Fact Book, by the staffof GOW 
($10.00) 

9. Devices and Desires, by P.O. James ($5.95) 
IO. The Silence of the Lambs, by Thomas Harris ($5.95) 

.· · U A!ul/111J·Uflt'.r#JiQa.;'or.~~, Sjnge~ (~ ,9,j~}. • . • 
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Dr. Donald G. Bass, de~n of students, presents GAF scholarships to College of the Mainland students Melanie 
Johnson of Alvin, Vicki Peschka of Texas City and Betty Yanich of Houston. The scholarship is awarded annually 
by the GAF Corporation to deserving COM students. 

Local shrimper's dream is reality . 
By BRADY MAHANEY 
Photography Editor 

What is your image of a dream come true? For some 
it may be a buxom beauty in a spandex cat suit. For oth
ers it may be to raise a family in a big house in a nice 
neighborhood and for still others it may mean just being 
loved by someone whom you love. 

For Captain Earl his dream come true is just what 
he's living. A house on the water, a means of supporting 
himself and all of the free time a man could want. 

Earl is a local shrimper who lives behind a bait 
camp in Texas City. He is respected by those who know 
him, and a very interesting character to those who don't. 
This is his story. 

Born in 1924, the mari known only as Captain Earl 
has spent his entire life working hard, but now he is tak
ing it easy and enjoying the "good life." 

Working hard is one thing that this man knows 
something about. Before he was born, his parents were 

Captain Earl (Pbot,1 by Brady Mahaney) 

working hard on a farm, and in 1921 they opened a gen
eral store on the banks of the San Bernard River In south 
Texas. Even though the schools only went to the 11th 
grade, Earl dropped out in the 10th to go to work on his , 
parents' farm. 

In 1938 Earl left the farm life to try his hand at fish
ing. By 1939 Earl had himself set up on the waterfront in 
Seabrook. "Jumbo shrimp were 10 cents a pound." 

After a little time getting used to the ways of the 
-· : ., shrimping' indu~try Ear.I got <a .j0b .as a-deckhand' on, the 

"Captain Billy," a 110 foot shrimp boat out of Port Isa
bell. The boat worked two shifts and had a separate crew 
for each of them. Earl made captain of the "Captain ~il
ly" in two months and was in charge of one of these 
shifts. 

One night, as he slept through the night shift work 
hours, he was awakened by a shot from a mounted can
non on a nearby boat. The captain of the Mexican army 
wanted to inform him that Earl's boat had trespassed one 
and a half miles into Mexican water. The Mexican cap
tain personally escorted the "Captain Billy" back to U.S. 
territory. 

Then in 1942, arl joined the 36th Cavalry Regi
ment of the United States Army, the regiment also was 
known as the "Texas Dough Boys." During world War 
II, Earl traveled to Liverpool, England; Belgium; France; 
and Sicily. He even made it through the "Battle of the 
Bulge" without a scratch, but his time as a soldier of 
freedom ended at Anzio. 

The 7th Fleet, under the command of Admiral Wil
liam F. Halsey, was waiting off the beach of Anzio. In
telligence said the beach was clear, the landing teams 
prepared as Halsey's voice relayed this message over the 
fleet's public address system. Once the landing party 

I 
reached the beach the true horror of the day began to be 
realized. 

"The Germans came out like rats" Earl said. "We 
had (Gen. George) Patton on one side aqd France on the 
other, but neither one of them could help us." 
, Of the Qriginal 36th calvary, only 25 men survived 
the war. Earl spent the next 18 months as a German pris
oner of war. Finally, he was liberated at the end of the 
war. 

Earl then spent four years in a military hospital. He 
had survived a grenade blast, and was still carrying most 
of the shrapnel around in him. 

The Captain has several souvenirs to remind him of 
his days in the service. For example, there is the steel 
plate in his head and his missing eye. The government is 
doing its part to take 'care of him, however. If he needs 
medical attention he can go to the Veterans Hospit2l, 

In 1975, Earl began shrimping in Moses Lake in 
Texas City. During the season, he also shrimps out in the 
bay. "I've shrimped every bay on the Texas coast," Earl . 
said. 

"Everybody knows me from the East Coast to the 
West. Locals depend on me to tell them what is going on 
out in the bay. I still go out every now and then." 

Earl has lived on Moses Lake for 12 years. "I was 
here in '47 when the Texas City disaster happened, and I 
was here before the Dollar Bay Bait Camp was built 
(which is where he lives). I love the water". 

"Time is passing so fast. · Now I just sit back and 
tak(?Jt .e~y; .. flla~ my dog1••· it's part,ot.rqy WA;.~ 

\f ... • ~ ,,.,, -c'11t~•J.f\<~J'.l.i , .. J, .. l, ,. .. . ,·.-i,t·. "~ '--•~ \, .. , 
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Features 

COM's Dodson: 
helpful counselor 
By STEVE VILLAREAL 
Staff Reporter 

"I have a lot of concerns regarding what's going on 
with education and our students passing," explains Dr. 
Warren T. Dodson, College of the Mainland coordinator 
of counseling where he has been employed 13 years. 

Looking at the counselor, you see a relaxed man , 
who seems unaware of his responsibilities. It takes a lot 
of concentration to be as calm and collected as he is. 
While he was being interviewed a line of students was 
waiting to see him. But he have the time necessary for 
the interview. 

Before the interview began he was busily punching 
away on his computer. Looking around his office you 
can tell he is a dedicated professional. Everything is neat 
and in order. 

When InterCOM asked,"Who is Warren Dodson?" 
He replied, " Warren Dodson, like all individuals, is a 
conglamerate of expierences, emotions, desires, and ex
pectations." Dr. Dodson is the kind of individual who 
hopes the best for everyone, who hopes that people will 
improve in cqllege. Since T ASP (Texas Academic Skills 
Program ) scores are down, he really is worried about 
our youth. 

we do not give the TASP test to keep people out ot 
school, but to keep them in," Dr. Dodson emphasized. 

The years at COM have been busy ones. From 1983 
to1985 he was the coordinator of Career Services and 
counselor liaison to the Social Science Division. From 
1981-1983, he was director of Student Development and 

Dr. Warren T. Dodson, coordinator of counseling, laughs along with two students outside the Learning Resource 
Center. (Photo by Penny Barrera) 
Career Services and from 1979 to1981 he was chairman 
of Counseling and Human Development Studies. 

_Presently he is the director of counseling and testing 
services. He has served as acting director for two years. 
Dr. Dodson is responsible for the direction and coordina
ti?n of the following services: counseling, testing , ad
visement, tutorial services, handicapped student services. 
transfer student programs, orientation, articulation with 
senior institutions, automated degree plans, Texas Aca
demic Skills Program and high school counseling rela-

tions. 
The counselor knows who he is and what his role in 

life is. He has helped educate many people. Dr. Dodson 
is also the kind of man you would want to go to for ad
visement. You can tell how much concern he has for 
one's present and future plans. 

In his own words he is "a kind, considerate, con
cerned, dedicated educater, who's a counselor, who has a 
commitment to education." 

!! ~~!!on night life provides superior experience 
Staff Reporter The patrons are umque m therr views of those who are Therapy that I write of is a fascinating club filled with 

For those of you who do not know where to go or 
"{hat to do in downtown Houston, I'm here to help in 
your search for a superior social experience or just plain 
fun. 

In downtown Houston there are many sights to mar
vel at. First, we have the skyscrapers beaming into the 
stars; then the people running amok in the streets full of 
panhandlers, and finally the shops that reach into your 
pocketbook. However, these are simply the items to 
view in the streets. Anyone can go downtown and make 
this observation. I am going to reveal another downtown, 
one that takes time and connections to learn about. It is 
the downtown of clubs. 
. My connec~ons are far spread in downtown, rang
mg from an architect from NASA; a casting direct'6r for 
movies to friends. This reporter spent time researching 
downtown over several weekends. 

My first choice of clubs (or hangouts, whichever 
you prefer) is the Downtown Grounds. I recommend this 
place to the artisticly motivated people. The Grounds is a 
quaint coffee house on the first floor of a studio apart
ment wharehouse. It shows off its local artists and serves 
a great cup of coffee. As you first walk through the front 
door, you see an art gallery full of burlesque designs. 

new to the coffee house. In fact the greeting I received people from all walks of life. No one is a reject at Thera-
on my first visit was with open arms. The people we met py. If you show up you immediately have new friends. 
were eccentric. As you first enter, you are greeted by the doorman, 

At The Grounds I had a bottomless $3 cup of Bones, who takes your $5 cover charge. Bones is a nice 
French coffee. On weekends the owner provides a live man to those whom he likes. If he does not like your 
band for a $3 cover charge. The weekends usually con- clothing or your type of person, do not bother talking to 
sist of the usual clan plus the ritzy people who come for him. 
the strange sight of the regular patrons or the music. If A person walks into the first room, which is like a 
you like, you can have your Tarot cards read by a profes- lobby consisting of couches, booths and tables. There is 
~ional. On weekdays The Grounds offers poetry read- a free atmosphere: no one to tell you, "Hey you can't do 
mgs, art sales and speakers who come and tell all about that." In fact they welcome you to walk on their side of 
what they want to share with the world. A person can the grass, poetically speaking; the patrons welcome you 
find The Grounds at·908 South Woods off of San Jacin- to be their friend. 
to, downtown. The club is open from 8 p.m. until 4 a.m. The second room in Therapy is the barroom. The 

This reporter's next choice is a club named Power bathrooms are also there and the door leading to a little, 
Tools. This is an underground club that plays alternative fenced-in outdoor stretch where one can get a fresh 
industrial music. The club is open from 10 p.m. until 2 breath of air and talk with the many interesting people. 
a.m. The people found here are the trendy, fashionable, You can discover amazing things about a person at a 
18 and up crowd. However, if your desire is to enjoy the club. · 
throbbing beat of the best dance music that pounds into The last room is the dance floor where you can let 
the walls of the building and your skull, the crowd does go of your inhibitions and roam with the pack. Your at-
not mauer. Power Tools' logo was done by a local artist tire is not important. It does not even matter whether or 
who lives above The Grounds and goes by the name of · not you know how to dance; although, you look better 
Cosmo. You can find Power Tools on San Jacinto a on the floor if you do know how to dance. Therapy's 
block from Franklin. dance floor is purely for fun. 

Another club is Numbers (or #'s) located off of the Therapy's music is the music of the young, restless 
300 block of Westheimer. This is where those who are and wild crowd. Therapy is open from 10 p.m. to 7 a.m. 
more hard-core go to listen to a pounding beat and a and can be found only by the chosen few because I can-
gory sense of lyrics with the beating of wrenches on not reveal the address. A rumor has formed that Therapy 
pipes. Numbers is open from 9 p.m. until 2 a.m. The pa- will be on the television show "City Under Seige." This 
trons dress in their most outrageous clothing in a crowd is the sad fact of going to dance clubs; drugs are always 
that includes every type of person that you could possi- present. Due to this problem, Therapy will be closing 
bly imagine. soon to open again in the same building but under a dif-

However, my all-time favorite olace to go, other ferent name. 
than The Grounds, is Therapy. No, it is not what you are That's all that I can really write about downtown 

.. thin.king. I do not like t<;> go to a psychiatrist for a couch Houston without running on forever. So, if these places 
trip. Thanks, but no thanks, I'll endure my insanity. The do not fit your style, your search must continue alone. 



lnterCOM Advic;er Astrid H. Lowery presents 
former lnterCOM F.di1or Jesse Jost with the first 
placecertifica~ be won in the Texas Intercollegiate 
Press Association annual rontest for the illustra
tion that accompanied a s1ory about F.arth Day in 
the March/April 19IJO sue of lnterCOM. 

(Photo by Penny Barrera) 

Jost wins TIPA award 
Continued from Page 1-------
the UHCUDIAN at the University Houston-Clear 
Lake, accepted the award on behalf of InterCOM at 
the Awards Brunch held in Fort Worth March 30. 

Jost told InterCOM, "I first found out that I 
won at work when Astrid (Astrid H. Lowery Inter
COM adviser) called and informed me of the de
velopment." Although this award won't help with 
his major in any way, he said thaUhe award brings 
him "a certain degree of self-esteem" and serves 
to remind him of his time with InterCOM. 

Ironically the illustration was done at the last 
minute, Jost explained. Apparently the editorial 
that went along with the picture was too short so 
in order to fill the space, Jost quickly whipped up 
the award-winning drawing. Lowery emphasized, 
"It just shows you how talented he is." 

Although Jost likes to draw free-style sketch
es that "resurrect grim notions," his heart is in 
writing. "I love to write criticism over literature. 
And I enjoy embarking on creative writing ven
tures." He added, "Whenever I get an idea, I 
write it down so I won't forget it, which is a very 
important thing to do, because if you don't have a 
solid idea on what you're going to write about, 
you'll go nowhere." 

Jost has no desire to enter other works for 
contest purposes, but feels he should compile a 
portfolio of some of his pieces in case it will 
prove useful in the future. 

Jost was co-editor of InterCOM fall 1989 and 
spring 1990. He was editor of the first 16-page is
sue of InterCOM in summer 1990. 

Industrial Complex 
Continued from Page 1----------

COM Board of Trustees, including board president 
Bennie Matthews, James E. Butler, Mary Doyle, James 
Edwards Jr., Jimmy M. Jones, Ivan Langford, III, were 
also in the crowd. 

Although some of the auto/diesel classes are already 
being conducted in the new building, the entire welding 
and remaining auto/dresel classes will not begin in the 
new building until all the equipment is moved. 

Industrial Education Chairman Chuck Mahaney 
says he plans to have all the equipment moved immedi
ately after the spring semester and hopefully in time for 
the summer session. 
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Know facts about mental illness 
By SUZANNE K. HARGROVE 
Guest Reporter · 

In many corporations and businesses today, employ
ers are deciding to cut back on mental health care bene
fits. Since stress is a common mental health issue, and 
most stress is job related, this issue should be talked 
about. Patients who have been ent~ into rehabilitation 
centers on the verge of suicide, or because of a suicidal 
attempt, are being released and sent home because their 
companies are no longer offering money for their treat
ment. This is why it is important for everyone in the 
work place to know something about mental illness so 
that cutbacks on mental health benefits can be stopped. 

More than 30 million people in the United States 
suffer from one mental illness or another. In general, 
mental illnesses are caused by disorders of the brain, the 
body's most important organ. Unlike some diseases, 
mental illnesses can be cured. 

There are many causes of mental illness: stress, 
birth trauma; chemical imbalances; drug related or hor
monal; and other biological, social and enviromental fac
tors. If a. mental illness does not affect you, it may affect 
a loved one, and this could hurt you even more if you do 
not know the facts about its causes and its cures. 

Having a mental illness does not mean that you are 
crazy. In fact labels such as these inhibit people from 
seeking the professional help they need, and this can be 
life threatening. A mental illness is not caused by a per
sonal weakness, and it cannot be cured by the person 
himself. Although, according to some doctors a lot of 

our stress and problems are brought on by ourselves, it is 
learning how to deal with these factors that is important. 
Sometimes mental illness is a lifelong problem. But, 
with proper treatment the sufferer can still lead a produc
tive life. 

There are many false tales about mental illnesses. It 
is not necessarily true-that-people-who are mentattyill 
are violent. In fact sometimes it is because these people 
were victims of violence that they have become mentally 
ill. 

Children have also been deprived of professional 
help because their parents were not aware that they were 
suffering from a mental illness. Yes, children can suffer 
from a mental disease. It is also a misconception to think 
that you could not become mentally ill. 

There are a number of different mental illnesses. 
Depression is one of the most well-known. Depression is 

more than just having the blues. It is a long-lasting feel
ing of helplessness and sadness. Some of its symptoms 
include: irritability; sleeping too much or too little; lack 
of energy; a feeling of worthlessness; and mixed feelings 
of death, or thoughts of suicide. 

A manic-depressive illness or bipolar disorder, has 
the same symptoms as depression but also includes at 
the other end of the pole; a lot of energy, less sleep, and 
overconfidence. Then there is a return of normal energy 
and the cycle starts all over again with depression. 
These periods may last for days or even months. A man
ic depressive will be extremely ti.i1•1·Y one second and 
suicidal the next. 

Schirophrenia is another common mental disorder. 
This disorder is marked by unusual thoughts and actions 
or emotions. It is not the same as a "split personality" or 
a multiple personality disorder. A person with schizo
phrenia often does not get along with others and may not 
be able to take care of himself. Schizophrenics often do 
not make complete sentences, or what they say may 
make no sense. They hear voices and see things. They 
often withdraw from the rest of the world completely. 

One mental illness that everyone may suffer from at 
one time or another is anxiety. This includes general 
anxiety, phobias, panic attacks and obsessive
compulsive behavior. Other disorders include; alcohol 
and other drug abuse, dementia (Alzheimer's disease), 
personality disorders, eating disorders, post-traumatic 
stress disorders and conduct disorders. 

There are many warning signs of on-coming mental 

disorders. These are changes in daily routine, confused 
thinking, delusions, denial, abuse of alcohol, prolonged 
depression, hallucinations, inability to cope, mood 
swings, suicidal thoughts and withdrawal. 

Mental illnesses are very common in the workplace. 
Knowing the symptoms can aid in getting an individual 
the help he needs. It is important that these people seek 
professional help and 1emember that-there is-a-cure, and 
that having a mental illness is not a cause for shame. 

More information on this subject is available at hos
pitals, counseling centers and libraries. There are many 
groups throughout the community that offer support for 
disorder sufferers. These groups and the times they meet 
are often posted in local newspapers and community 
bulletins. 

Note: Most information contained in this article was 
found in a mental illness booklet published by The 
Mainland Center Institute for Living. 

COM President Larry L. Stanley presents students Teresa Trygstad of Bacliff and John Court of Texas City with 
the first COM Memorial Fund scholarships. The fund is endowed by memorial donations of $500 or more. The names 
of don~rs are permanently displayed on the college's Memorial Fund plaque. 
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What's Happening 

COM students take a break from classes to visit the COM Art Gallery showing Jim Cogswell's paintings. The exhibit 
runs through May 24. (Photo by Penny Barrera) 

COM gallery shows Cogswell's art 
BY PENNY BARRERA different points in his career, also taught at Florida State 
Managing Editor University, Tallahassee, Fla., and the University of New 

Michigan painter and former Houstonian Jim Cog- Mexico, Albuquerque, N.M. 
swell will be exhibiting his recent works in oil at the The works on display are predominatedlly large-
College of the Mainland Art Gallery through May 24. scaled figurative works, typified by brilliant coloring and 
The opening was held April 25. energetic brushwork. 

Currently an assistant professor in the School of Art Helen L. Kohen of The Miami Herald writes, "His 
at The University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, Cogswell c~nvases are tense and crowded, though mostly only two 
earlier taught at The Glassell School of Art, Houston, figures posture there, like strange characters in some 
(1987-1990). Before moving to Houston, Cogswell,at complicated melodrama." 

Nursing instructor shocked by award 
Continued from Page 1--------- faculty members must be ever ready to meet and sur-
games and tries to find different teaching strategies pass that challenge." She continued, "We must main-
that will help the students gain the knowledge and tain d~grees of integrity to substain ourselves as 
have fun at the same time. members of the academic family. 

"It is easy to shine when you have a good teach- "As nursing faculty it behooves us, as small as 
ing team," Dr. Jackson added. we may be, to shine as a beacon light and become a 

"Students bring about new challenges and we as greater entity within our college setting." 

Possible tuition increase alarming 
Continued from Page 1---------- * Cuts in enrollment (mea'ning fewer 

reeling it on how it should be spent." classes will be available). 
Legislators are looking at ways to increase the tax * Programs will be reduced or possibly 

revenues to offset the funding shortfall. The most likely cancelled. 
areas are the "sin taxes" placed on beer, alcohol, and cig- * Non-mandatory travel will be limit-

arette sales with talk of a state income tax not gathering ed. 
much support. * Possible reductions in support staff 

"The property tax is sort of an unfair tax," President (including campus police, janitors, stu-
Stanley added. "But I believe that's what we're going to dent employment, etc.) 
need as a long-term answer." The Board of Trustees has no other choices but to 

In Galveston County alone H.B. 10 will mean a loss make cut backs if the bill is passed, President Stanley 

of $104 million in state funding for higher education. _explained. · 
Cuts will be across-the-board and they will be deep. President Stanley explained these circumstances and 
If the bill is passed, COM will experience some or then answered questions. Among the many questions 

all of the following: asked was if COM has no extra money to spend and is 

* A $470,000 funding gap after an 8 
percent local tax increase and a 100 
percent tuition increase are put into ef
fect 

* Elimination of capital outlay except 

current lease purchase agreements. 
* A freeze on all COM salaries. 
* A continued hiring freeze at COM. 

having problems accommodating the need for space, 
why does the construction taking place include a gaze
bo? 

President Stanley's reply was that the money for the 
construction is money that was funded four years ago -
before the fiscal crisis in this state was realized. 

If you would like to reach Sen. Chet Brooks through 
the mail about H B 10, write to Sen. Chet Brooks, P.O. 
Box 12068, Austin, TX 78711. 

SU 
By THOMAS OVERBECK 
Staff Reporter 

ions set 

Once again College of the Mainland will hold two sum
mer sessions, but with approximately 15 percent fewer 
classes than last year's summer program, said Dr. Donald G. 
Bass, dean of Instruction and Student Development 

Cutbacks in the school budget forced the COM Board of 
Trustees to contemplate other alternatives including the 
scheduling of only one summer session for this year. How
ever, they managed to preserve the two-session system for 
this summer, with a reduction in class choices. 

Dr. Bass also expressed concern about the state legislature 
reducing financial support for the community colleges. If 
things get worse, he stated, COM' s tuition may triple by next 
fall. 

All the full-time instructors along with quite a few of the 
adjuncts will be employed for the two summer sessions, Dr. 
Bass stated. About 300 students registered early for the first 
summer session, which begins June 3 and ends July 12. 
Regular registration for classes in that session will take place 
May 30. Registration for the second session will be on July 
11, with classes starting July 15 and finishing Aug. 23. 

Miss Daisy opens May 16 
By THOMAS OVERBECK 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland will bring the award-winning 
play (recently made into an award-winning movie) Driving 
Miss Daisy to its renovated Arena Theater May 16 to June 9. 

Driving Miss Daisy is directed by COM Theatre Coordi
nator Jack Westin and is set in segregated Georgia in the early 
1950s. Phyllis Dorflinger stars as Daisy Worthen, an elderly 
lady whose driving ability has deteriorated. Her son, played 
by V.W. Uher, hires achauffeurio drive her around. 

Daisy is not too thrilled at this proposition and coldly takes 
in Hoke Colburn (played by Lewfs Parker Jr.), an African
American driver who is about Daisy's age. At first Daisy 
schemes to get rid of Hoke, but eventually they become 
friends. Their friendship is chronicled over three decades 
during the play. 

Don't expect the production to be a carbon copy of the 
movie that won the 1989 Best Picture Oscar, though; Westin 
said his play will be almost completely different from the 
movie. 

For ticket information, contact the fine arts department at 
(713) 280-3991 or (409) 938-1211, Ext. 345. 

President Larry L. Stanley explains the possible effects , 
or House Bill 10 on the screen behind him to students 
and faculty in the Learning Resource Center Audito
rium April 23. (Photo By Brady Mahaney) 



New editor chosen 
See Page 2 

In 
Journalists praise 
teacher at meeting 

By CONNIE McCULLEN 
Staff Reporter 

"I was interested in the board meeting the journal
ism students," said Dr. Donald G. Bass when asked 
about the presentation the journalism department gave at 
the College of the Mainland Board of Trustees meeting 
July 29. 

"I wanted to know the relationship of training and 
education here at COM and working and occupations in 
the field," said the dean of Instruction and Student De
velopment, who along with Dr. Henry Pope, dean of 
College and Financial Services, decide each month's 
board programs based on importance and interest. 

To show the relationship between education in jour
nalism at COM and employability in the field, journal
ism instructor and InterC:OM adviser Astrid H. wery 
asked three of her former students now professional 
journalists to speak before the board. 

See Board Page 7 

lnterCOM wants you 
• See Page 8 for details on joining up. 

James Seigle works on the new elevator located in 
the breezeway of the Leaming Resource Center. 
The elevator, which the general public may use, 
should be operational by the first day or school, 
Sept. 3. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Dimitri's last editorial 
See pages 2 & 3 

er 

Student mini-stories 
See pages S, 6 & 7 

August 
1991 

TIPA Award-winner 

Summer InterCOM assistant editor Rodney Conley (standing in back) poses with former InterCOM editors. On left. 
Army information officer Ron Bertothy, The La Marque Times reporter Dana Gibson and Houston Chronicle sport,; 
reporter Mike Murphy. They assisted journalism instructor Astrid H. Lowery with a presentation at the COM 
Board of Trustees meeting July 29. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Got the LRC staircase blues? 

Elevator to rescue 
By DALE DIMITRI 
Managing Editor 

Fall semester 1991 student newcomers won't 
have to endure what their College of the Mainland 
predessors had to .... Thanks to a soon operational new 
elevator, which cost the college about $120,000. 

That's right, for students who commonly rose at 

7:30 a.m. bleary-eyed. wishing all their body parts 
would wake up at the same time, or those who 
worked all day then stumble to class in the evenings; 

the same fate awaited .. 
The Learning Resource Center staircases. All of 

what seems likel,000 miles of those steep puppies. 
But not anymore because a general use elevator, 

located in the LRC breezeway, facing the Administra

tion Building, will "certainly be operational before 
school starts this fall;' said Dr. Henry Pope, dean of 
College and Financial Services. "The elevator could 
open sooner, but we can safely say it will begin at tl'le 

start of school." 
Classes of the fall 1991 semester begin Sept. 3. 
The elevator will be of tremendous use to handi

capped, injured and elderly people. Dr. Pope said, but 

See Elevator Page 7 

Financial aid comes in 
many forms: Apply 
By DALE DIMITRI 
Managing Editor 

Receiving financial aid is "as easy as filling out 
some papers," said Dan Doyle, director of College of the 
Mainland's Financial Aid Programs. 

CO~ believes that "educational opportunities of 
students should not be controlled by their financial re
sources," the 1991 campus catalog states. 

And the figures show COM to be funneling some 
money, and a portion of Uncle Sam's moneypie into 
making that belief a reality. "Roughly one third of all 
COM students get financial aid of some kind," Doyle 
said. "And most of that money comes from federal 
grants." 

The only criteria one must meet to receive help, be
sides a lot of tedious paperwork, is student need. Prior 
academic performance is no prerequisite. "It's hard to get 
turned down for financial aid," Doyle said. 

The most utilized of all government grants is the 
Pell Grant, Doyle said. 

Grants are only one of the financial aid avenues a 
student may pursue. Funding for tuition, books, and oth
er school-related expenses is also available through 

See Financial Page 7 
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'ROD CON' takes over InterCOM 
By DALE DIMITRI 
Managing Editor 

The ruling helm of InterCOM has passed on to yet 
another. Enter 20-year-old Rodney Conley, a 1989 La 
Marque High School graduate, one who promises with a 
smile to be a "kinder, gentler editor." 

Blue bandana wrapped about his head, pencil pro
truding from behind his ear and a sketching pad clasped 
between arm and side, Conley has already collected sev

eral titles from his College of the Mainlamd peers in
cluding, "Rod of the Mainland" and "The Prince of 
COM." 

And for the fall 1991 semester, Conley will don the 

title of InterCOM "managing editor" as well. 

Conley said, however, one need not flatter him and 

insisted that "Mr. Conley will do." 
Conley, a writer/artist/comic/actor/musician and 

self-proclaimed "proud liberal," has attended COM for 
the past 2 1/2 years, and will move on in another year, a 

passing grade in college algebra permitting. What will 
the prince of COM do when he has the associate's degree 
in his hand? 

"I'm going to Disney World!" Conley exclaimed, 

then his grin loosened a bit and he added, " ... well, either 
there or University of Houston-Clear Lake. Ultimately, I 

will pursue a career in comics or animation. There are a 
lot of fields I could go into." 

~lnlerCOM 
Managing Editor Dale Dimitri 

Assistant Editor Rodney Conley 

SlafT Reporter 
Rodney Conley 
Dale Dimitri 
Connie McCullen 

Photographer 
Astrid IL Lowery 

Typesellera 
Rodney Conley 
Astrid H. Lowery 

INTERCOM ADVISER 
Astrid H. Lowery 

IJ,,uCOII, • T,.. ~-- -..i.--.-_., lopraducalby ml for 
-- aledkccaU1eMallllml; 1200-...llmd;T,..•°'1, T..., 77591; (.0,)91&-1211,« 

(71)) 210-)991, ElL 214. ~ al lbc - lo m ~•• A<liao/l'.qlu,I <lpponlmlly - -
balcm md ____ aa Ibo balo al noe, ocl«. Ulimal adp>. -, nlipm, -'I' or 

Vklnmn VCUIIDSUlla. 

Comic books and Conley go way back. In junior 
high school he made personalized comics: the charac
ters, dialog, narrative and art all his own creation. The 
habit has persisted. 

"I keep the ones I make now," Conley said. "I come 
up with new characters all the time. I've got a pretty big 
portfolio full of my comics, sketches and, yes, even a 
couple of still-lifes. I hope to obtain a career pencilling 
comics. I've made oodles of copies of my work and have 
begun sending them to independent comic labels as well 
as both Marvel and DC Comics." 

What were the objectives of this future professional 
' artist when he chose to attend COM? "To party till I spit 

up and flail," Conley said with a straight face which he 
could hold together only momentarily before inserting 
the inevitable, "just kidding." 

"COM's one of the neatest places I've ever been," 
Conley said. "The people are incredibly easy to get along 
with, from the students to the faculty and other employ
ees. Since I've been out here for a while, I get around 
campus with ease. People have told me they see me eve
rywhere and to some I'm known as 'Rod of the Main
land" 

It isn't surprising that "the creative part of writing" 

rather than the techinical aspects and tedious research 
are what appeal to Conley. "When I write, the wheels in 

my brain start turning and a story comes splashing on the 
paper. Man, I love to write," he said. 

Conley, a year-long InterCOM staffer and assistant 
editor of this issue, will bring much experience with him 
when he becomes the fall '91 managing editor. 

"Yes, that's me. Mild-mannered Rodney Conley is 
soon to become headman, the boy editor," the ever
jesting Conley said. 

"I've never had a big position like this before, but I 
think I can pull it off with the help of Astrid (Lowery, 
journalism instructor) and the rest of the staff," he said. 

"I'll be a kinder, gentler editor. You won'.t even have to 
call me Mr. Conley. 'The Mighty ROD CON will suf
fice."' 

Being a year-long InterCOM staffer myself, I've had 

the distinct pleasure of working with Conley some time 
before I'd even heard of lnterCOM. We worked on the 
La Marque High School paper together and have been 
classmate beyond remembrance. I love it when we col
laberate on projects, it always comes together, at least 
for me, so beautifully. · · 

I'll miss him. 

Effects of Gulf War 
linger on and on ... 

Dale 
Dimitri 

The yellow ribbons have begun to come down or 
fade, flags do not seem to wave quite so frequently. The 
frenzy has calmed some, crawled away, perhaps to await 
the administration's resurrection of the next Hitler. 

And like the ribbons, the Persian Gulf War is fading 
from the consciousness of the American public. The ef
fects of the war, however, are a bit more stubborn. 

Throughout the war and after, Pentagon briefings 
assured us all that the massive bombings were "clean, 
swift and surgical." The media contributed to this blatant 
lie by presenting us with endless footage of censored 
films depicting "smart bombs" that never failed to miss 

their nonhuman targets. 
But as was inevitable, the truth has managed to fight 

its way through the maze of lies and distortions propa
gated by the U.S. military machine. 

We have learned that those fascinating smart mis
sles that flew unerringly around comers and through 
windows with pinppoint accuracy, were used only 7 per
cent of the time. 

The other 93 percent were the old reliables, you 
know, free-falling gravity bombs that missed the targets 
75 percent of the time, often striking hospitals, schools 
and neighborhoods. Why then, were we subjected to the 
hours and hours of hype about bombs that were used 

very little? 
Consider: Is it not easier to sympathize with a moth

er kneeling above her burned, bleeding, screaming chil
dren than to sympathize with an obliterated empty (as far 
as we knew) building or aircraft? 

Uncle Sam would have us believe that "smart 
bombs" had rendered a bloodless war. Even more terri
fying is that most of the American people bought the 
lies. As the warmakers learned in Vietnam, sympathy 
doesn't make their job easier. 

Air Force Gen. "Tony" McPeak said, "I'm quite 

proud of the fact that we achieved high levels of destruc

tion against military targets with minumum collateral 
damage." 

What Gen. McPeak means by "collateral damage" is 
the slaughter of innocent civilians and the destruction of 
civilian targets. The phrase, collateral damage, is used to 
wrench the humanness from massive acts of murder. But 

the manipulation of language to alter perception is an
other subject entirely. 

Here is a sampling of what Gen. McPeak and so 
many others are so jubilant about: 

During the not-so-surgical bombings an underesti
mated 7,000 Iraqi civilians were killed, 9,000 homes 
were destroyed leaving 72,000 people homeless. This is 

not mentioning the 150,000 or so Iraqi soldiers killed 
during Operation Desert Storm. Many of these victims 
were killed in the infamous "turkey shoot" at the war's 
end. 

Dr. Ismail, diector of a Baghdad hospital was on 
duty the first night of the war. He reports that 40 infants 
were being cared for in incubaters, their mothers stand
ing close. When the bombs, possibly "smart" but not 
likely, knocked out the city's power supply the babies 

See In Page 3 



InterCOM, August 1991, Page 3 

In war, old-fashioned 
bombs used most often Editor Dale Dimitri leaving staff 

Continued from Page~---------
began to die ... slowly but surely. Dr. Ismail recalled in 
an article by noted reporters Dennis Bernstein and Larry 
Everest "Those 40 mothers nearly went crazy. 

Many innocents had their lives snuffed out cruelly 
in that short "clean" war that has been celebrated with 
countless parades across this country. And when the war 
ended, and the main streets of every American city be
gan hanging the ticker tape and banners, the horrors 
were only beginning for most of the Iraqi people. 

Our president, mistakenly or not, goaded the impov
erished Kurds into the clutches of Saddam Hussein. The 
Iraqi despot then promptly began the bombing and kill
ing where the United States had left off. 

Even more devasting are the aftereffects of U.S. 
bombs on the innocent human beings of Iraq. The United 
Nation's Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the World 
Health Organization (WHO) warned that "millions of 
lives are at stake, especially children's." The Internation
al Red Cross estimates that 5 million more Iraqi lives are 
in jeopardy. These warnings are quickly bearing poi

soned fruit for the starving Iraqis. 
A Harvard health team reports that 170,000 children 

under the age of 5 will die in the next year from the de
layed effects of U.S. bombs. Hospitals are helpless. The 
country's transportation, health care, water treatment and 
major industries have been destroyed. Electrical genera
tion is reduced to 25 percent, leaving many without re

frigeration, water and other essentials. 

According to the August 1991 issue of The Progres
sive, U.S. military officers now admit that the bombing 
of electrical plants, oil refineries and transportation net-

works contributed little to the defeat of Iraq. Instead, the 
United States' aim was to "accelerate the effects of sanc
tions." In other words to demoralize the civilian popula
tion, throw their economy into a state of disrepair, mak
ing them dependent on the West in order to rebuild 

My purpose here is not to discuss the lies, the distor
tions, the sheer doublespeak which were used by the ad
ministration in selling their war to the public. Nor.is my 
opinion on their true objectives the purpose. Rather it is 
to show that people, innocent people, were killed by old 
fashioned, drop-out-of-the hatch bombs. They die as I 
write these words, and they die as you read them. 

And I, for one, will not celebrate it. 

• 

By RODNEY CONLEY 
Assistant Editor 

As a new fall semester dawns at College of the 
Mainland, the InterCOM staff is saddened to find that 
one of our best is leaving COM. Intercom's managing 
editor Dale Dimitri is moving on to Sam Houston State 
University in Huntsville to further his education. 

Why Sam Houston? "It's a good journalism school 
and I liked the hilly, wooded area," he said. "But the po
litical atmosphere seems to leave something to be de
sired" 

The majority of the folks there are widely consid
ered to be conservative while Dimitri is a die-hard pro
gressive on most issues. 

He is anxious to find out what it's going to be like 
writing in a hostile political environment. "On a visit to 
the Sam Houston campus I noticed a large banner that 
read 'Fight war, not AIDS'," Dimitri said. "If that's any 
indication of the political atmosphere, then I know I 
won't fit in." 

Dimitri, a 1989 graduate of La Marque High 

School, figured he would try COMs journalism depart
ment and began working as a staff writer forlnterCOM 
fall 1990. 

Once established atthe paper, he quickly moved up 
to the position of assistant editor, then managing editor. 
"I really think we put out some damn good papers this 
past semester," Dimitri said. 

He actually came to COM in summer 1989 intend
ing to be an electrical engineering major. But, the 20-
year-old found this was not his calling. "Money ceased 
being a goal in my life a while back," Dimitri said,"I 
came out of high school equating wealth with success, 
and changed somewhere in between the drudgery of cal
culus and chemistry." 

To Dimitri, doing what a person loves to do is all 
that matters in life. "Don't let anyone tell you otherwise, 
as long as there's food and the needs of my family are 
met, I'm cool," he said firmly. Then, with a grin he ex
claimed: "That's not to say I would shun the big bucks if 
I run into them. When I find the time, I write fiction. 
Maybe, a book will sell someday, but that's not why I 
write. 

Dale Dimitri, who is InterCOM managing editor, sits besides his compadre ~odney Conley (on the phone) ,who is the 
~istant editor. Conley will be the top man atlnterCOM this semester. I nterCOM staffer not pictured Connie McCuHen. 

"To me it's a high when the words come, better than 
intoxication," Dimitri said. "But when the words aren't 
there, it's really a depressing feeling." 

Dimitri was hired by the Texas City Sun this spring. 
"I started off doing 'Cops and Stiffs', which is jargon at 
the Sun for the police beat section and the obituaries," he 
said of his humble beginnings there. "Now, it's pretty 
much open field on stories." 

Dimitri"s life is in a dynamic phase these days. On 
May 7, he married June Leslie Waldon. "We eloped. A 
courtroom job," Dimitri said. "It was the best thing that 
ever happened to me. Hell, all institutions aren't sick, are 
they? We will reaffirm our vows in an official ceremony 
Aug. 24." 

His folks have a cabin stuck off in the woods about 
30 miles from the SHSU campus. He says the honey
moon will be spent there. "When studies and the match
box dorm apartment start to close in too much, we can 
swing over to the cabin for a retreat." 

There are lots of things he will miss about COM, 
mostly "the personal relationships obtained with instruc
tors," Dimitri said. "The classes are smaller here at 
COM, so you can get the attention that would be ne
glected at a larger university." 

He also enjoyed the speakers at COM. "I'm sorry 
that I never met Bob Grafton (late editor of Focus, a for
mer COM publication), but I'm greatly appreciative of 
the fund he left the college," Dimitri said. "He's respon
sible for the speakers being able to come here and en~ 
lighten us. Even after death, Grafton is still shaking 

them up." 

Though he'U miss a Jot of the COM staff, he will es
pecially miss social science instructor Larry Smith. 
"Smith really is a remarkable teacher," Dimitri said. 
"COM should consider him an irreplaceable asset. He 
helped pull into focus a lot of the feelings I had jumbled 
in my head about our society throughout my life." 

When politics are being discussed, Dimitri certainly 
doesn't straddle the fence. "I don't think the government 
is always the evil boogey man, but the system is funda
mentally flawed. It's set up to cater to the profit motives 
of the corporations and greases the cogs of the war in

dustry." 
Dimitri is one of the best staff writers InterCOM has 

produced and he will be sorely missed. 
Does Dimitri think attempts to change the system 

can actually succeed? "Changing the system is like beat
ing your head against a brick wall, you might chip off a 
bit of the waU, but if enough people keep beating their 
heads on the wall, through enough generations, who 
knows, those walls may finally break down. But, we 
can't let the magnitude of this task keep us rooted in pes
simism. The dance goes on." 

So say we all Dale, so say we all. 

Staffers thank Deval! . 
The /nterCOM stiuf extends our sincerest thaqks 

to Sandra Devall. ins.truetor of graphic artS.. for 
allowing the use of her graphic arts lab in the Tech
nical Education Building. By working in thefab, we 
were .. saved the time it would normally take to walk 
back and forth from the Learning Resource Center. 
where the journalism department is located, to the 
lab, or to the MCL..And in summer sessions when 
time is tnlditionally cramped, the convenience was 
much welcome. Thanks also :for being so supportive 
oflnterCOM {or th~~tfive years. 

And thanks for :ririnimiiing the wear and tear on 
our shoes and muscles as well. 

-11-JEST,M<F 

·-·. • ....... 
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EMS Instructor Nancy Eubanks shows the photo she 
took of her cats and entered in the 1<'ourth Annual Pet 
Contest held in August. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Eubanks wins with 
pie of curious cats 
By CONNIE McCULLEN 
Staff Reporter 

EMS instructor Nancy Eubanks won the College of 
the Mainland's Fourth Annual Pet Photo Contest Aug. 7. 

When asked to be interviewed about her winning 
entry Eubanks was amazed that she had won because no 
one had contacted her yet. 'Tm surprised," she ex
claimed. "I didn't expect to win." 

Her photograph of two cats cuddled against a win
dow was shot on Christmas eve day. She had opened the 
kitchen window because she was cooking. , 

"It was a warm day," she explained. "The cats, 
drawn by the weather, came to the wi11dows. After see
ing them from my kitchen, I grabbed the camera for a 
quick picture." 

Eubanks, who enjoys taking pictures of her cats, had 
the photograph on her bulletin board. A co-worker who 
spoued Eubanks' snapshot suggested that she enter it into 
the contest before the July 31 deadline. 

Walter Kessler, who initiated the contest and has 
sponsored it for four years, explained, "Most people en
ter the contest to show off their pets." Since it was de
signed to be a fun activity, Kessler, COM's media spe
cialist, has encountered all kinds of people and all kinds 
of pet pictures. 

Snapshots, such as Eubanks' s, rather than profes
sional photos, made up the majority of the entries in the 
employee-only contest 

Kessler displayed the pictures without captions in 
the Learning Resource Center library foyer for a week 
before the judging. He chose someone with photographic 
knowledge to act as judge. "It's easier to to do it this way 

to avoid favoritism." 
The criteria by which the photographs were judged 

included color composition, clarity, oddity, lighting and 
professional appearance. 

This year's judge was Robert Slaney, director of Li
brary Services. 

Immediately after Slaney's decision, Kessler an
nounced the identities of the winner and other entrants 
by placing humorous captions with the owner's name un
der the pictures. 

"All photo entries will remain on display at the li
brary foyer through Aug. 30," Kessler said. "Eubanks 
will receive her award after the display is taken down." 

Marines honor COM, student 
By CONNIE McCULLEN 
Staff Reporter 

Former InterCOM staff member Karen Burris and 
College of the Mainland received appreciation certifi
cates from the United States Marine Corps for their par
ticipation in the Toys for Tots Christmas gifts program 
this past May. 

Marine Corps 1st Sgt. David Horvath, who present
ed the award, said, "Their participation in the Toys for 
Tots campaign was important because it helped local un
derprivileged children to obtain Christmas gifts." 

· Horvath learned that Burris, who could not be con
tacted for this story, initiated and implemented the toy 
drive on the campus. He agreed that she should receive a 
certificate of appreciation herself, just the same as the 
college as a whole received one. 

"If more people in the community, like Burris, 
would participate in the campaign's drive for toys, Toys 
for Tots would be more successful," he said. "It's called 
taking care of our own." 

Burris'.s journalism instructor Astrid H. Lowery re
called that Burris asked her how Toys for Tots could be 
brought on campus. "I told her she should get in touch 
with President (Larry L.) Stanley or his secretary and ask 
them about the possibility." Burris contacted the presi
dent's office and was given the go ahead. 

"Karen then contacted the Marines and they agreed 
to deliver several barrels - eight maybe," Lowery contin
ued. "When the barrels came she got the guys on the 
staff to help her put them around campus. 

"Karen also made a bunch of posters to go with the 
barrels (identifying them as Toys For Tots)," Lowery 
said. "She really worked hard on those posters. She had 
pictures of wrapped presents on them and some words 

asking for donations of new toys." 
The Marines asked for the barrels back right before 

Christmas when hardly any students were left on cam
pus, Lowery explained. "So Karen single-handedly 
brought all those barrels back to the Administion Build
ing. I ha~ told her I would try to help her, but when I got 
to my office she'd already done it. I think that showed 

real dedication, and I'm really glad she got a certificate." 

Approximately 20 Loys were collected in the barrels 
on COMs campus from Dec.11 to Dec. 20. 

Horvath said that COM's participation in future toy 
drives would be good for everyone. He said that Presi
dent Stanley, who received the certificate for COM, is 
willing to continue to support Toys for Tots . 

"It would benefit COM, the underprivileged chil
dren, the community, Toys for Tots and the Marines," 

Horvath said. 

Marine 1st Sgt. David Horvath shakes Karen Burris's 
hand while he presents her a certificate as COM Presi
dent Larry L. Stanley looks on. 

(Photo by Regina Hennessee) 

Theater features diversity of plays 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Assistant Editor 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre's 1991-
1992 season promises a variety of plays to entertain each 
and every theatergoer. This season's plays will help to 
celebrate the theater's 20th year. 

The season opens Sept.19 with The Boys Next Door, 
which runs through Oct. 13. Playwright Tom Griffin 
tells the story of a compassionate young man whose job 
is to monitor the daily lives of four retarded men living 
together as outpatients. 

The second offering is Greater Tuna, the comedic 
farce written by Jaston Williams, Joe Sears and Ed Ho
ward. Greater Tuna features two actors portraying 32 
loony characters in the fictional town of Tuna. This 
show is not on Season Subscription, which means if you 
buy a season pass it will not be listed and payment will 
be required. 

Hot on the heels of Tuna comes Tennessee Wil
liams' classic drama Cat on a Hot Tin Roof. Williams' 
play is the gripping and intense story of a family em
broiled in a crisis of epic proportions, that of a struggle 
for survival. Theplay will run from Jan. 30 through Feb. 

23. 

The COM Arena Theatre offers playwright Ken 
Ludwig's play Lend Me a Tenor from March 19 through 
April 12. This zesty and intellectual comedy won both 
critical acclaim with its success on Broadway and two 
Tony Awards. 

April 23, 24 and 25, marks the COM Arena Thea
tre's annual student workshop. It will be in the tradition 
of the experimental plays Hello Hollywood and Blame it 
on the Movies and is to be called Babylon III. 

From May 21 through June 14 Langford Wilson's 
off-Broadway play, The Hot L Baltimore, has its run. It 
is set in the lobby of a rundown hotel so seedy that it has 
lost the "E" from its marquee. The comedy brings com
pas'sion and humor to the touching study of lost souls 
trapped by society's decay. 

To round the season off, the award-winning musical 
Big River based on Mark Twain's novel The Adventures 
of Huckleberry Finn will run from July 9 through Aug. 
9. This musical is the story of a boy's adventures with a 
runaway slave and features music by Roger Miller. 

Thirty-four percent of the ticket cost for an individ
ual can be saved by becoming a season pass subscriber. 

For information concerning tickets, contact Toppy 
Swaim at (400)° 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 345. 



Worker Tom Jackson pounds away on the COM walk
way by the LRC Building during renovations. 

Don't tease elephants! 
BY KHANH PHAM 
SPECIAL to the INTERCOM 

Most children like the zoo. I will never forget the 
time, when I was 7 years old, my sister took me to the 
zoo, and I had a bad time at the elephant cage. 

Seeing two rows of giant trees on both sides of the 
entry, I imagined right away the bushy jungles that I had 
heard of. I saw bird cages with many colorful birds in
side, such as canaries, parrots, and eagles. When going 
through the artificial forests, I saw the cages of lions, ti

gers, zebras, and giraffes. 
Stopping at a place where a big crowd was gather

ing, I worked my way through the crowd in order to see 
what was happening inside. A few minutes passed, and 
my sister and I reached the rail around a cage where the 

elephants were kept. The cage did not look like the oth
ers. Inside, next to the rail, was a deep ditch that sur
rounded a base of cement, full of dirty water. On top of 
the base, the elephants were swaying slowly. One foot of 
each elephant was buckled to a hook on a chain protrud-

ing from the base. 
Looking around for a while, I saw many people 

were giving the elephants some sugar canes. Those ele
phants liked to eat sugar canes very much. They moved 
back and forth as though they were craving for some 
more sugar canes. There were some people who sat 
around the elephant cage to sell the sugar canes, so it 
was not too hard to get some. 

After buying some sugar canes, I happily gave one 
to an elephant and one to another; I kept going on until 

the last one. I intended to trick the last one. When an ele
phant reached for my sugar cane with its trunk, I yanked 
the sugar cane back and burst out laughing. Suddenly, I 
was soaked from head to feet as if I were standing in the 
rain. A stinking smell covered my body; some people 
standing near me were also stained a little bit on their 
shirts. The elephant that I had tricked had taken water 
from the surrounding ditch and sprayed it at me. No
body knew why the elephant did that, but I knew exactly 

why. 
What a bad day I had had! That was a lesson for me. 

Since then, I have been very careful whenever I have 
tried doing something that I was not sure of. If you do 
not believe what I have just told you about, you can try 

• teasing the elephants whenever you have free time to go 

to the zoo. 

Editor's note: Khanh Pham is the youngest of three 
brothers who have recently come to the United States 
from Vietnam. He was in L. Colwell's Writing Improve-
ment class during the Summer II session. · 
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Many new art exhibits planned 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Assistant Editor 

A trip to an art museum can be a very relaxing and 
intellectually rewarding experience. Yet, many people 
think the only places to see interesting exhibits are ei
ther in downtown Houston or on the Strand in Galves
ton. 

The truth is that many community colleges have 
fine art galleries on their campuses. College of the Main
land happens to be one of these. COM's Art Gallery is 
located in the Fine Arts Building and is supervised by 
Dr. Richard Lizza, the art gallery director. It is a minia
ture version of a larger gallery featuring new works on 
display every month. 

A bright, new season rolls out for 1991-1992 fea
turing a variety of exhibitions. Beginning Sept.19 at 7 
p.m. a faculty exhibition, featuring works by COM's 
own Mona Marshall, James Templer and others, will run 

through Oct 25. 
Opening Nov. 7 will be an exhibit featuring some of 

the works of fiber artist Kay Johns and ceramicist Mi
chael Conroy. This exhibit closes on Dec. 13. 

On Jan. 16 the paintings of Gail Siptak will go on 
display in the gallery through Feb. 21. 

Scheduled to open March 12 is a Photofest featuring 
works by some of the most talented professional and 
amatuer photographers in the area. This special exhibit 
will close on April 10. 

The art gallery will host two extra exhibits before 
the end of the season. The exhibit opening April 23 at is 
a TCH Grant-funded and will close May 29. The other 
is a summer student show, but no date has been set. 

All COM students and personnel, as well as visitors 
from surrounding communities, are welcomed to visit 
COM's art gallery. The gallery is opened upon request 
by contacting the Fine Arts Department in advance at 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 348. 

Pay parking tickets or face consequences 
By DALE DIMITRI 
Managing Editor 

Campus Police Chief Howard A. Miller recently is
sued a warning to all College of the Mainland students, 
faculty and staff: Pay those parking lot tickets or face the 
consequences. 

For students, the penalty could be having their tran
scripts held until the debt(s) is(are) paid. Court action 
may even be levied as a "last resort" against repeat of
fenders, Miller said. 

"We try not to go through the courts," he said. "But 
some of the same folks keep parking in the same wrong 
places." 

Violations occur most often within the handicapped 
parking- slots, according to the campus chief. COM origi
nally offered "about six" spaces for its disabled students 
and visitors. The number now stands at nine, Miller said, 
but then ruefully pointed out that the number of enrolled 

handicapped students has also increased. 

Regular parking tickets cost the ofender $4, but han
dicapped citations which are the most common, result in 
a $10 fee. Failure to pay fines within 10 days of receiv
ing the ticket will cause the the fee to double, Miller 

said. 

But even with a $20 fine, the result of the fee being 
doubled, the offender gets off cheap, the chief said. The 

college "could lawfully charge up to $250 for illegally 
parking in haodicapped spaces " Miller added. 

Monies generated from parking lot fees go into 
COM's general money pool, rather than into a parking 

lot improvement fund. Miller said he would like to see 
money used "primarily for students." 

Questions and/or comments concerning the fine 
payment policy may be directed to Chief Miller at (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, ext 403. 

Get your free copy of healthy weight information 
For a free copy of " Finding and Enjoying Your 

Healthy Weight," contact Julie B. Hicks at (713) 798-
7520 or send a request and a self-addressed, stamped en-

velope to Healthy Weight We Care For You, Baylor 
College of Medicine, One Baylor Plaza, Room 176B, 

Houston, Texas 77030. 

Instructor and students view Fourth Annual Pet Photo Contest pictures in the LRC library foyer. From left English 
instructor Lynn Colwell, students Elizabeth Sirianni, Kari Sirianni and Rodney Conley. 
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COM Students 
Students from writing class strut their stuff 

That remarkable cat 
By NORMAN BEARD 
§e_ecial to the lnterCOM 

I have always had a problem with so-called friends. 
Loyalty, comfort in times of need, and fun to be around 
are characteristics that I find lacking in people, but in 
abundance in pets. 

My cat was the most loyal being that I have ever 
known. She was given to me as a kitten by a nun when I 
was 5 years old. It was a bribe to make me stop throwing 
rocks at her and the other nuns. 

This cat caused me to get a lot of whippings because 
she would never use the litter box. My mom gave her the 
dubious name of Shitpot because she made a comer of 
the couch into her litter box. 

When I had fights with people, my cat would help 
me out. She would scratch and bite at them and caused 
just enough distraction for me to win. She would also 
stand her ground against dogs whenever I was accosted 
by them. 

When I had asthma in my childhood, I always had 
my cat's company to comfort me. When I couldn't get to 
sleep at night, her purring would be a lullaby, and I 
would fall asleep. 

When I had chicken pox and was strapped down to 
keep from scratching myself, my cat would lick the spots 
that itched. Even though her tongue was rough, it didn't 
break the blisters. 

This cat of mine was a lot of fun to be around. We 
would eat together, sleep together and sometimes bathe 
together. She would make me late for school whenever I 

. had to take her back home, and would be the the first to 
greet me when I returned. 

She also would eat all the things that I didn't like 
which saved me a lot of whippings. On a number of oc
casions she brought me half-dead rats or birds to eat. 

When my friend died when she was 12 years old, it 
was a tremendous loss for me as well as my mom. I nev
er had anyone to stand up for me, or be with me during 
my ashtma sufferings like she was. Right or wrong, we 
had each other at the right moments. 

Editor's note: Norman Beard, who plans to be a nursing 
major at College of the Mainland, was a student in 
Astrid H. Lowery's writing improvement class in the 
Summer II session. He last attended college 20 years 
ago at Prairie View A & M University, where he "let
tered" in football from 1969 to 1972. 

Clear Lake No.1 
By CAMI LEGG 
Special to lnterCOM 

It is Friday night and the entire school is fired up for 
tonight's football game. Tonight the Clear Lake Falcon 
Varsity Team will play against our school's rival team, 
the Clear Lake Wildcats. It is 2 p.m. and all the students 
at Oear Lake High are ready for the pregame pep rally. 

The school hallways fill up with students stamped
ing toward the gymnasium like a herd of wild cattle. Af
ter all the freshman, sophomore, junior and senior class
es are seated in their assigned areas, the pep rally begins. 
In run the cheerleaders dressed in red, white and blue 
short skirts with matching shirts that have a large C.L. 
on the front. As they begin yelling, jumping and doing . 
back flips, the varsity football team enters the gym look
ing as mean as hungry tigers. The cheerleaders start the 
cheers and the entire school joins in. The spirit of our 

school is $0 imf!le9se it c&uses tbe ble~~hers to shake. 

We are ready for the game. 
My best friend and I ride to the game together so 

that we arrive at the same time and don't have to search 
for each other. After we park the car we walk toward the 
football stadium, noticing that the parking lot is getting 
full. We head up the bleachers to the area we sit in every 
week. All the girls obviously spent time picking out their 
best game outfits, fixing their hair, and applying their 
makeup in hopes of impressing their favorite guy. Eve
ryone in our section shares their popcorn and Cokes with 
one and other while watching the first half of the game. 

The first half is finally over and the Clear Lake 
High School Marching Band marches out onto the the 
center of the field. In their freshly ironed and crisp look
ing uniforms they begin playing the theme to the movie 
Star Wars. As they finish the theme song and march in 
their many formations, the drill team marches out to the 
center of the field. The band leaves the field and the mu

sic for the drill team starts. They begin their dance by 
kicking in formation with one another. As the half-time 
activities come to an end and the football teams run back 
onto the field for the second half kickoff. 

The second half is exciting and goes by quickly. 
Again the Clear Lake Falcons have won. As we leave 
the stadium we agree to go for pizza in celebration of the 
victory. On our way driving out of the parking lot, my 
best friend and I roll down the windows and yell, "Fal-
cons are number one!" 

Editor's noter: Cami Legg was a student in Astrid H. 
Lowery's Summer II writing improvement class. She is 
currently a service representative for State Farm Insur
ance. A 1983 Clear Lake High School graduate, Legg has 
been a licensed cosmetologist for eight years. 

Creeping crawfish 
By DELORES RANDLE 
Spedal to the lnterCOM 

I can remember a time in my childhood when it 
rained all one day and all that night. My brothers and sis
ters and I stayed in the house playing all day, but the 

next morning we went out to catch crawfish. We caught 
a bucketful and brought the bucket in and put it into our 
bedroom. 

That night I went to bed and dreamed of crawfish, 
only to awaken during the night and realize it wasn't just 
a dream. It was real. Crawfish were crawling all along
side my bed and on my bed. I can remember screaming 
and screaming and screaming until I awoke my mother. 
She came and calmed me down. Then she threw the 
crawfish out. 

Editor's note: Delores Randle, who plans to be a nurs
ing major at College of the Mainland, was a student in 
Astrid H. Lowery's wiritng improvement class in the 
Summer II session. It's been 20 years for this mother of 
two, Kimberly, 17 and Ronald Jr., 11, since she's been 
out of high school. She is married to Ronald E. Randle. 

Best thing since wheel 
By HANA UHROV A 
Special to the lnterCOM 

Every morning, when the screaming alarm clock 
wakes me up, I have a clear idea of what I'll do next. I 
get out of bed and run to the kitchen where my morning 
friend awaits me. 

My morning friend is a coffee grinder. 
I quickly fill it up with coffee beans and turn it on. 

Besides the noise, the kitchen is in a minute filled with a 
heavenly rich aroma which I like so much. In that mo
ment I always bless the person who invented the coffee 
grinder. 

When I think about a coffee grinder, I can't hate it. 
It's such a lovely thing which keeps a lot of people com
pany every morning and every day. It helps people wake 
up and and enjoy a cup of nice coffee any time they 
want. Except for the noise, the coffee grinder is very 

friendly. By the way, it doesn't make the noise all of the 
time, but only when I switch it on. So, I am really the 
noisy element because I switched the grinder on. 

I love the coffee, and I cannot imagine a morning 
without a cup of the awakening drink in my hands. 

See More Page 8 

COM English instructor Brenda Brown tests three of her students, Mervin Cockerham (back to camera), Chris 
Duncan ( on ground) and Brian Young on the first significant British novelTom Jones while the rest of the class 
watches the film in the LRC Auditorium. The three chose to just read the novel and skip the movie. 

. . . . . , · .. · • . . (Photo by Astr~<J ~. ~.ower;v) 



COM Senior Record Clerk Sally Hudnall operates the computer as returning students wait in the pit area of the 
Administration Building during early fall registration Aug. 12 - 14. (Photo by Asrtid H. Lowery) 

Board meets ex-InterCOM staffers 
Continued from Page 1------------

Mike Murphy is a sports reporter and copy editor 
for the Houston Chronicle, Dana Gibson is a La Marque 
Times reporter and Ron Bertothy is an Army informa
tion officer, who is going to Germany in fall on special 
assignment. 

Murphy , a graduate of University of Houston at 
Clear Lake, spoke in glowing terms about COM, in par
ticular Dr. Bass, Lowery, and Dr. William T. Spillar, 
chairman of the Division of Arts and Humanities, who 
all provided him with direction in choosing a journalism 
career. 

Moved by emotion, he was momentarily speechless. 

Then he praised the journalism program. 
He said Lowery helped him with his journalistic 

skills. "I learned so much in the journalism program that 
when I got to the university, I was made editor of the 
UHCUDIAN (the University of Houston-Clear Lake stu
dent Newspaper." 

Murphy, who joined the InterCOM staff spring 
1987, was the paper's editor fall 1986 and spring 1987. 
One of the first things he did as editor was to redesign 
the paper's nameplate, Lowery told the board. He also 

was a winner of a Texas Intercollegiate Press Associate 
award for an InterCOM news story. InterCOM has won 
six TIP A awards to date, she added. 

While still attending UHCL, Murphy was hired by 

Houston Chronicle as a part-time writer in the sports de
partment. He became a full-time employee recently. 
Murphy told the board that this is a rather unusual 
achievement in the journalism world because few major 
newspaper hire graduates fresh from a university. 

Dana Gibson, a gradute of Sam Houston State Uni
versity in Huntsville, told the board that Lowery's metic
ulousness gave her a strong foundation on which to con
tinue her journalism studies at SHSU. She also said 
Lowery's insistence the class learn The Associated Press 

Stylebook, the journalist's bible, has been extremely help
ful in her journalism career. While still attending SHSU 
she was hired as a summer intern for The Galveston Dai

ly News. 
Gibson said she h~ contacted Lowery both at work 

and at home on several occasions to ask for help or ad

vice with a story. "Not very many professors will let you 

do that," she said. 
Gibson was on the 1986-1987/nterCOM staff and 

served as editor for the· April 1987 issue. She wo_n the 

Galveston County Press Association award for best jour
nalism student spring 1987. 

Ron Bertothy, former InterCOM reporter and pho
tography editor, said that gaining hands-on experience in 
physically putting together the paper was essential for 
him because he now publishes a newsletter for the Unit
ed States Army. He stated that he not only writes and 
take pictures for the newsletter but also puts it together 
by hand. 

Boot camp and COM's journalism department have 
comparable traits, according to Bertothy. "Astrid Low
ery was a prerequisite for the Army. Her training pre
pared me for the Army's information school," he said. 

Bertothy, who is still pursuing a degree in commu
nications at UHCL, also was a TIP A award winner for a 
COM sports feautre photo. Since graduating from COM 
spring 1989 he has done some professional photography 
for the college such as the photograph of the woman on 
the cover of COM's fall Continuing Education Program 
schedule. 

All three former students stressed that although 

Lowery is tough and made them work hard, it paid off 
because they are now employed in the field. 

"They deserve to be where they are," Lowery said 
enthusiactically. "They are extremely hard workers. I'm 
very proud of them." • 

Lowery also showed the board four of the 32 issues 
oUnterCOM she and her students have produced since 
she became adviser fall 1986 and explained the various 
changes her students have made on the paper. 

Reached for further comment, Lowery said, "It's the 
students' hard work and enthusiam that make changes 
and the success of the paper possible." 

To conclude the presentation Lowery introduced 
Rodney Conley, the assistant editor of this summer's is
sue. Conley, a talented cartoonist, also worked on last 
summer's issue which contains his drn•;;ings. 

Lowery also spoke of Dale Dimitri, the managing 
editor for this summer's issue. She related that Dimitri, 
who could not be present at the board meeting, became a 
reporter for the Texas City Sun this spring while he was 
InterCOM 's assistant editor, and that he will attend Sam 

Houston State University this fall to pursue a journalism 
degree. 

Commenting further on Dimitri, Lowery said, "I ex
pect great things from him. He's bright, talented and a 
gifted writer. Look for him in thl'. fnture." 
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Elevator UP ! 
Continued from Page .,__ _________ _ 

not intended specifically for them. "There will be no 

key, anyone can use it, although I'm sure many of the 
young folks will continue to use the stairs." 

The elevator has glass walls so that riders may gaze 
out, and students walking outside may see in as well. Dr. 
Pope said this was done for security reasons rather than 

fashionable ones. 
Dr. Pope serves as a liason officer between the col

lege and the contractors (Holliday Builders, a Galveston 

County construction outfit). Among his duties is follow
ing the progress of the various construction projects, 
keeping President Larry L. Stanley and the COM board 
informed, and certifying all payments to contractors. 

The elevator is only one of 5<;veral construction pro
jects, costing a total of about $1,254,000, that have been 
underway at COM for the past 10 months. Another pro
ject Dr. Pope expects to be completed soon is the track 
around the lake and college. 

"The track, I feel, will be extremely gratifying to the 

students both visually and physically," he said. 
Other COM construction projects have included, 

new industrial buildings, new parking lots, covered 
walkways between buildings, lettering on top of build
ings, a gazebo, bulkheading the lake and remodeling the 

Student Center. 
The rate of progress has been criticized as being 

sluggish by some students, but Dr. Pope said that the 
speed of construction has been "fairly typical" for such 

projects. 
"Because of the variety and differences in the pro

jects, it was a difficult task to organize and coordinate 
the work teams and their duties," Dr. Pope said. 

Financiai aid 
Continued from Page .,__ __________ _ 

work-study, scholarships and student assistant programs. 
Work-study and student assistant programs can take 

the shap<' of tutoring, lawn care, library work and many 
other jobs, depending on student interest and availibility 
of the work, Doyle said. 

Doyle added that government loans used to be an

other option, but the COM Board of Trustees voted to 
discontinue the loan program. 

The first step in seeking any type of financial help 

is just to "drop by the Financial Aid Office and apply," 
Doyle said. 

Don't think you have to be an Einstein to qualify for 

grants or work-study. "Receiving grants or participating 

in work-study is based on student need, not perfor
mance," Doyle said. The financial aid forms are con

cerned with information about the student's income and 
general information. 

But in order to keep receiving financial aid, students 

must meet the U.S. Department of Education's standards 

of satisfactory progress for students who receive federal 

funds. 
What are these standards? "A student must success

fully complete one half of the semester load, and at least 
six of the credit hours which they attempt," Doyle said, 
adding that he thinks the standards are "fairly lenient." 

Did you know? 
Amethyst is Greek for "not drunk." The color of the 

February birthstone is similar to that of wine. It was 
caused by a chemical reaction to iron and was thought to 
prevent intoxication, so small pieces were put in wine 
glasses. Amethyst was formed when molten liquid 

quartz solution was trapped in massive gas bubbles in 
the lava. As the quartz solution cooled, silica and oxygen 
crystallized inside. 
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• Wha s appen1ng 

lnterCOM needs writers now 
By DALE DIMITRI 
Managing Editor 

Attention fellow scribes: 
Have you ever dreamed of having your byline in a 

newspaper? Do you write, but just don't know who 
would print your work? 

Enroll in COMM 1307 (Writing for the Mass Me
dia), College of the Mainland's beginner journalism 
course and become a part of our award-winning campus 
newspaper, lnterCOM. 

Whether you're a journalism major, or just wish to 
sharpen writing skills, becoming a member of the news
paper staff offers experience in an array of categories in
cluding, straight news, opinions, in-depth reports on sub
jects of your choice, movie-film-book-or-play reviews, 
cartoon strips, political cartoons and personality sketch

es. 

As an InterCOM staffer you get hands-on experi
ence in the construction of a newspaper, starting from 
the skeletal stages of coming up with story ideas to pro
ducing the final product. 

Writers who already have some journalism experi

ence may enroll in COMM 2305 (Copy Editing and Pro
duction) with the instructor's approval. 

Enrollment in either course must be accompanied 
with the lab, COMM 1129, which meets Tuesday and 
Thursday afternoons for an hour and 20 minutes at the 
stude~t's convenience. COMM 1307 meets Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 8 to 10:50 a.m. COMM 2305 meets 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:30 am. to 12:20 p.m. 

The newspaper staff is an easy way to meet people 
of diversified interests and personalities. 

Besides, as you can see by the size of our summer 
staff box, we need some fresh meat, some real go
getters. 

ore amples from writing courses 
Continued from Page 6----------

That's why I also like a coffee grinder because without 
that little thing I would be lost. In fact the coffee grinder 

works much better than an alarm clock on me. 
.I am sure I can expect at least one pleasant thing in 

the day: my cup of coffee. 
While drinking my coffee, I have to think how the 

coffee grinder has improved people's lives. When I im
agine people trying to break coffee beans in a mortar 
with a pestle while trying to hurry to get to work, I must 
laugh. The coffee grinder really helps. Even when peo
ple are la~e, they surely find time to make their morning 

~offee. 
When I'm thinking about people's plesures, I must 

say that a coffee grinder is the most beautiful invention. 
It really makes a difference in people's lives because it 
makes the reach for a cup of rich coffee and a nice break 

easier and quicker. 
Editor's note: Hana Uhrova is a young Czechoslovakian 
woman here on a student visa. She has been in the Unit
ed States for only one year and has made tremendous 
progress in a writing improvement class taught during 
the Summer JI session by Astrid H. Lowery . 

C 0 
By MINH PHAM 
Special to the lnte,COM 

memories 

I remember my childhood home as heaven. With 
three rooms and one story, the house in which my family 
lived was neither large nor beautiful, but it was very tidy 

- - thanks to my mother's hands. All the things in the 
house were put into order. Anyone also recognized its 
tidiness when entering into my house. 

My mother was both a mild mother and a skillful 
housewife. She nourished her children with all her love. 
My father, an officer of the public government in Viet
nam, paid attention to his children's studies. Every night 
he taught us math. My brothers and sisters were peace
ful, and all of us respected our parents. Our parents al
ways indulged us. 

One may dislike his or her childhood home, but I 
could not help liking mine. In my childhood home, there 
were not bad things happening to my family. All the 
good things appeared to be reserved for my family. I of-

c 
ten had wonderful days in my childhood home. As a 
child, I did not need to worry about anything but going 
to school and playing with my friends and brothers. 

Now I am afraid that I will never have such a happy 
time as I had in my childhood home. I often think about 
it as if it were something precious. My childhood home 
is something in the past. Certainly I have lost it forever; 
I have lost a precious thing that I can not retrieve. For 
the rest of my life, the picture of my childhood home 
will never be blurred in my mind. 

Editor's note: Minh Pham and his brothers, Khanh and 
Phuoung, have recently come to the United States from 
Vietnam. The brothers have all made great progress in 
speaking and writing English in classes offered at COM. 
They have recently been enrolled in L. Co/we/l's Writing 

• Improvement class during the Summer II session. 

Geek Love dwells on 
rotesque for $ $ $ 

By CONNIE McCULLEN 
Staff Reporter 

Imagine having flippers instead of arms and legs. 
Imagine being a hunchbacked, albinic dwarf. If you can, 
Geek Love might not seem preposterous to you. 

Al and Lil Binewski, owners a traveling carnival, 
decide to inbreed their own "freaks." To accomplish this 
task, they genetically alter Lil's body chemistry during 
her pregnancies with the experimental use of "illicit and 
prescription drugs, insecticides and eventually radioiso
topes." Their motives are money and power. By exhibit

ing their children as freaks, Al and Lil can hire fewer 
carnival acts and make more money. 

This is how the history of the Binewski family be
gins in Geek Love . This humorous, but disturbing novel 
by Katherine Dunn and was published in 1989. 

Olympia, a daughter of the Binewskis, narrates two 
stories in the novel. The first story recounts her child
hood as well as the rise and fall of the Binewski family. 
It focuses particularly on Arturo, the Aqua B-oy, who be
comes the leader of a people who multilate themselves 

in order to find happiness. The second story occurs in 
Olympia's adulthood and features Miranda and Lil. Mi
randa, who is Olympia's and Arturo's daughter, is hound
ed by Mary Lick. A former follower of Arturo, Miss 
Lick is determined to cut off the fairly long vestigal tail 
at the base of Miranda's spine. 

Throughout the narration, Arturo can't bear to share 
the limelight with anyone else. He rages out of control 
and manipulates, bullies and murders to becoinP. "Boss 
Freak." He is jealous of his brother Chick's telekinetic 
powers, which Chick uses to exploit Arturo's followers, 
and of his beautiful Siamese twin sisters. Iphy and Elly, 
who play piano. His jealousy leads to his family's abrupt 

fall, including his father Al's death. 

Several acquaintances of this reporter enthusiastical
ly suggested Geek Love for its humor and horror, calling 
it lighthearted entertainment for the summer. They noted 
its appearance in 1989 and 1990 on several bestseller 
booklists, including the New York Titn!!S Book Reviews . 

The novel begins promisingly with the Binewskis's 

children requesting their parents to tell them about their 
beginnings. It quickly grabs the reader's attention by fo
cusing on the family's down-home humor and their at

tempts to appear normal. 

However, the author becomes lost in the story by fo
cusing on situations that make the freaks appear inhu
man. The story soon becomes sadistic anq humiliates the 
characters, especially women. The images of Lil at
tempting sex with her husband's corpse, Olympia danc
ing naked before a crowd of leering, drunken men, and a 
young girl having her face etched with acid for Miss 
Lick's pleasure are grotesque - not horror genre at its 

best. 

The exploitation of women and freaks in Geek Love 
weakens the story line. It is an unnecessary ploy used to 
attract the reader's attention. It is a sad social commen
tary that the author uses it to sell her book. 

Additionally, the novel's dual story lines collide, 
then become enmeshed. Dunn's fascination with dwell
ing on the unusual makes the book collapse. Therefore, 
the novel is left with nothing but an array of grotesque 

images. 

I don't recommend the book. 
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TIPA Award-winner 

COM engaged in two-year self-evaluation 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Managing Editor 

Colleges and Schools, has been taking part in this over- man of the Steering Commiuee in fall I 990. 
all self-study since the 1991 spring semester. SACS is "This is a two-year study starting from spring 1991 
comprised of institutions in all southern states such as to spring 1993," Templer said. 

;~~~1~~~-~~m~~~~~~ 
this ritual of having it's academic credentials reevaluated In order for the self-study to be correctly carried out t1v~nes~ surveys _bega? Sept. 18. Results of the student 
and reaffirmed. at COM, President Larry L. Stanley appointed Fine Arts cv uat1ons are still bcmg tabulated. 

COM, as mandated by the Southern Association of instructor James Templer Self-Study director and chair- See Comprehensive Page 8 

Computer thefts unresolved 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Staff Reporter 

During Summer Session II, two computer thefts oc
curred at College of the Mainland. 

On August 12 Nancy Smith, director of Adult Basic 
Education, reported her IBM computer missing from her 
office in the Learning Resource Center. Less than two 
weeks later, on Aug. 22 nursing instructor Mary Hernan
dez discovered her printer stolen from her office in the 
Technical Education Building. 

These are only two recent incidents of a string of 
thefts that have occurred within the the last two years, 
COM Police Chief Howard Miller said. The majority of 
these thefts involved personal items, such as purses and 

wallets, some also stolen from offices. 
In both computer cases, Chief Miller stated that to 

his knowledge the doors to the buildings were locked at 
the time of the burglaries and that there were no signs of 
forced entry. 

Smith, however, said she was unsure whether her 
office door was open between approximately 5:30 p.m. 
~md 6: 15 p.m when she returned to find her computer 
missing. She emphasized many students were in and 
around the LRC that day because of early registration. 

In the Hernandez case, however, all witnesses stated 
that Hernandez's office area was secured in addition to the 
building being locked. Therefore only someone who 

See Thefts Page 7 COM campus Chief of Police Howard Miller 

Gallery presents 4 instructors' work in exhibition 

Robert Levers (on right), guest speaker at the 1991 Biennial Art Faculty Exhibition opening Sept:'26, interprets one 
of the faculty paintings on display in the COM Art Gallery. The exhibit runs through Oct. 25. Levers, of the 
University of Texas at Austin, took the opening night crowd on an interpretive tour oftbe works of the instructors: 
Janet Hassinger, Mona Marshall, Betty Polifka and James Templer. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

By BRANDI RYAN and 
MELANI THOMPSON 
Staff Reporter 

Creative ideas decorated College of the Mainland's 
Art Gallery opening night Sept. 26. The 1991 Biennial 
Art Faculty Exhibition introduced wall-to-wall talent as 
the night successfully unveiled faculty names and art
work. The featured artists for the exhibit, which closes 
Oct. 25, are COM instructors Janet Hassinger, James 
Templer, Mona Marshall and Betty Polifka. 

Opening night guest speaker Robert Levers of Uni
versity of Texas at Austin began the festivities with a 
slide show featuring his work. Levers, a talented artist, 
interjected his presentation with much humor. 

Janet Hassinger, an adjunct art instructor, captures 
her work in a theme of half black and white, and half 
color. Hassinger also uses feminine and masculine tech
niques to make a statement. 

Individuals' perceptions lead to ideas which are cx
pres_sed as art, allowing them to become artists. 

"Life exists without color," explained Hassinger 
. concerning her black and white imagery. "The tools are 

represented as masculine figures and the flowers play a 
feminine role. I am not a fcmininist, but I am making a 
statement for females in this male society." 

COM art instructor James Templer's ideas come 
from his love for landscapes and his concern for the ecol
ogy. 

See Art Page 5 
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Editorials/News 

Students relax as they listen to music played by the band Frenndz at the Welcome Back Kick-off Sept; 10. Pictured 
in foreground from left, Cos Villarreal, Steve Williamson, Gary Williamson and Alex Schmidt. 

(Photo by Rodney Conley) 

SAB helps make kick-off success 
By AMANDA McNOWN 

Staff Reporter 

At lasl, Texas weather cooperated with a college 
function. The Welcome Back Kickoff had a surprisingly 
good turnout. With the free Pepsi and live band, who 
could resist? 

The band Frcnndz opened the College of the Main
land kickoff (held in Learning Resource Center breeze
way on Sept.I I during College Hour) with an upb_fat 
song which had people tapping toes and dancing when 
they thought no one was looking. Even the campus po
lice enjoyed the show because a few of them were danc
ing to the music. 

In fact, Frcnndz had a few fans of their own there to 
see them. One student said she had been to a lot of 
their concerts and was very impressed with them. Some 
of the songs they played included, "Lovely Day," "I 
Shot the Sheriff' and "Red Red Wine." 

The free Pepsi, which came in a free plastic COM 
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cup, really helped. The day was very warm and the peo
ple must have been thirsty because the line seemed to 
go on to the parking lot! Student Activities Board mem
bers served the drinks quickly and with a warm smile. 

Another student thought the kickoff was great. "You 
don't get this kind of stuff in high school," he said with 
obvious enjoyment. In fact, all the students and faculty 
members were having a great time. Even Dr. Chester 

Stout, one of COM's counselors, was seen dancing! 
President Larry L. Stanley gave a sincere welcome 

to new and old students alike. He stressed again and 
again that if a student has a problem he should go see 
someone and talk to Lhem. He also pul emphasis on slu
dcnts being involved in campus and student activitcs. "I 
feel it is important that students arc involved socially in 
their college as well as academically," he said. President 
Stanley also introduced the SAB members who in tum 
encouraged student participation in COM activilies. 

SAB-and Frenndz provided for a pleasant and enter
taing afternoon. And the students who showed up made 

it possible. 

Important events set 
COM has scheduled several important activities and 

events in October and November and encourages students 
to take part. 

The Student Activities Board will sponsor a blood 
drive Oct. 8 and 9 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Student 
Center Sun Room. All donors will receive a free T-shirt. 
To schedule an appoinfmcnt call (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, Ext. 417. . 

COM will host College Day Oct. 15 from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. in the Student Center. Several schools will 
participate, including Sam Houston State University, 
Texas A &M University, Texas A&M in Galveston, 
East Texas State Universily, Stephen F. Austi~ Univer
sity, University of Houston-Clear Lake, University of 
North Texas, Houston Baptist University, Lamar Uni
versity, University of Texas in Austin and tne Universi
ty of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston. 

Students will soon receive a reminder mailing re
garding early spring registration to be conducted Nov. 
11-27. Students should get a permit to register before 
making an appointment to see their advisers. They 
should pay their fees at the Administration Building's fee 
payment window by Dc;:c. 2 or be dropped from th.e class. 

The admissions department strongly urges students 
to register early to ensure enrollment in desired classes. 

Ecology: devotion to 
preserving the Earth 
By MELLISSA WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

Editor's note: This is the first of a three part series on 
ecology. The next two parts will cover recycling and the 

greenhouse effect. 

Most people who have watched television, read 
newspapers, listened to the radio, or paid attention to 
product packaging may have noticed a new trend as of 
late. 

This new eco-consciousness, as this movement is 
called, is a trendy topic to discuss at dinner parties and to 
praise at the office. Innumerable people say they sub
scribe to this idea, yet many do not actually understand 
the magnitude of problems the planet faces, much less 
what to do about them. 

Many citizens do not understand that being green 
(ecologically aware) is not simply a matter of spouting 
ecological statistics at the dinner table. Advertisers have 
managed to fool the public into believing that walling 
the green line is as simple as choosing cloth diapers 
over the disposables or boycotting the Exxon Corpora
tion for the Valdez disaster. The shame in this situation 
is that laymen actually believe these are the facts to 
which saving the planet can be reduced. 

When it comes to discussing such topics as recy
cling vs. landfill usage, things are not always as simple 
as they appear. In a 15-year study conducted in Tucson, 
Ariz., archaeologist William Rathje found that "as you 
might -expect, people are an utterly unreliable source of 
information ... if a behavior has a generally positive 
public image, it is over-reported ... By the same token, 
if a behavior is seen in a negative light, it is under
reported." 

Green is a philosophy, a way of life, a devotion to 
the present and future welfare of the Earth. These things 
are taught to children by cvcrday example, and no medals 
or congratulations exist for the hard work that living an 
eco-conscious life requires. 

Small actions arc a step in the right direction, but 
people tend to think that small actions arc so much more 
than they truly arc. According to Proctor & Gamble, "A 
majority of consumers will say that disposable diapers 
take up 20 to 40 percent of the space in a landfill, when 
it's really maybe 1 to 2 percent. But the media pay at
tention to diapers," spokesman Scott Stewart said, "so 
perceptions are a problem." 

One of the biggest problems facing the planet today 
is vanishing landfill space. The United States alone pro
duces approximateiy 160 million tons of solid waste 
every year, and about 80 percent of that waste is placed 
into sanitary landfills. -Roughly half of the landfills that 
were accepting garbage 10 years ago are now closed. Few 
such facilities are opening today. Some estimates state 
that 25 percent of America's major cities will be out of 
landfill space within the next five years. 

One of the obvious solutions to this problem would 
be to institute an intensive, country-wide recycling pro
gram. Paper and plastic should be the first targets of 
such a project. 

''At least 35 state legislatures are now considering 
more than 250 different bills on plastic disposability and 
recycling ... some of the new laws will be extremely 
far-reaching," according to Jay Stuller with Across the 
Board magazine. 

This talk of recycling leads to the unending-circle 
question of "Should one use paper or plastic?" Disregard
ing the damage plastic docs to other areas of the environ
ment, it constitutes 25 percent of landfill space. Plastic, 
if it does so at all, degrades very slowly, comes from the 
nonrenewable resource of oil and is processed inside pct-

See Being Page 3 
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rochemical plants that pollute the air, the land and water 
systems. Plastic recycling technology also is still in its 
infancy. 

Looking below the surface, though, one finds that 
use of paper may not be so much more eco-conscious 
because "papermaking pollutes water, releases dioxin, 
contributes to acid rain and costs trees. Most trees used 
to make paper are grown with non-renewable fossil-fuel 
fertilizers," Jan Beyea, a senior policy scientist with the 
National Audobon Society, said. 

As far as biodegradable plastic is concerned, this 
type of plastic does not degrade, contrary to public be
lief. The term is a misnomer because it leads people to 
believe that the substance will eventually disappear. Bi
odegradable plastic is simply plastic constructed from 
small plastic particles bound together by some type of 
starch, sugar, or combination thereof, and when these 
chains break, the plastic particles separate. In effect, 
what is left behind is a certainly less visible yet stagger
ingly more dangerous form of plastic: dust. This form of 
plastic also requires sunlight, water and air to break 
down. In a landfill, this does not happen. 

As a matter of fact, sanitary landfills are exactly 
what the name implies: They are sealed holes in the 
ground designed to prevent decomposition so that harm
ful bacteria and toxic chemicals created as by-products of 
decomposition cannot find their way into rivers, leak 
into the soil or contaminate groundwater supplies. Au
thorities have unearthed materials commonly believed to 
degrade in a landfill, such newspapers and foodstuffs, and 
have discoverd the food almost intact and the newpapers 
quite legible 100 years after burial. 

The plastic or paper issue is not as easy. to solve as 
it once might have been. One possible solution is that, 
if recycling is an option, use paper. A take-off on this 
idea is that plastic (bags, cups, dishes, and others) can be 
recycled in the respect that they can be reused, so if recy
cling is not an option, finding last week's produce bag or 
washing out the bowl you used for this morning's cereal 
definitely is. 

When an individual sets an example for others, espe
cially children, to follow, one person can make a differ-

ence. 
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COM campus police pause for photo. Pictured from left, bottom row: Vernon Ewell, Chief Howard Miller and 
Guillerma Huerta. Top row from left: Jose Villarreal, Jeanette Swindell and Matthew Clausen. Not pictured: Victor 
Luciano and Mickey House. (Photo by Phil Johnson) 

Campus ·police keep college safe 
By BRANDI RY AN 
Staff Reporter 

Dressed in standard uniforms, Police Chief Howard 
Miller and seven other officers patrol the College of the 
Mainland all hours every day, keeping the safety of 
COM students their first priority. 

To ensure that they can attend to their duties proper
ly, an emergency extension, 599, is part of COM's po
lice switchboard. Even though this addition was made a 
year ago. many students are still unaware that it exists 
for their benefit. 

"Anyone can dial 599 from any campus phone," 
Chief Miller said. "If no one is in the office, the call 
will then be transferred to a mobile phone carried by the 
officers." 

"There is a seven-ring rollover when a call is made, 
which means there is a three-second delay before the call 
goes through. The caller should stay on the line and 
wait three seconds to initiate their call," Chief Miller 
continued. 

After studying law at Mississippi Valley State Uni
versity in Ittabena, Miss., the chief discovered his aca
demic setting at Houston's Rice University, where he 
majored in communications and minored in criminal jus
tice. 

"I felt there was a need for minorities in the law en
forcement field," he explained. "I wanted to serve the 
public and still keep peace. It is an ability to make posi
tive change as well as a responsibility." 

Still serving the public, Chief Miller, Jose Vissar
real, Jeanette Swindell, Matthew Clausen, Vernon 
Ewell, Guillermo Huerta, Victor Luciano and Mickey 
House work shift schedules seven days a week, including 
holidays and hurricanes. Some of their services to COM 
include the 599 emergency extension, escort services, 
motorist assistance, crime prevention, lost and found, 
and student counseling. 

Halloween carnival 
promises family fun 
By STEPHANIE GARCIA 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Halloween Carnival is 
set for Oct. 26 in the Physical Education Building. 
Tours for the Haunted House will be given from 4:30 to 
9 p.m. with a costume contest at 6:30 for the cutest, 
scariest, funniest and most creative costumes. Any age 
may compete. Everyone is invited to visit the Haunted 
House and play the games that will be provided. 

The Texas City Jaycees along with COM's Student 
Activities Board and various other campus clubs are 
working with Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recreation 
and Student Activities, to bring yet another fun-filled 
evening of excitement for the whole family to enjoy. 

Tickets will be sold at the door for $3, with a dona
tion of a canned good $2. 

Food and drinks will be available at a minimal fee. 
If anyone would like to participate in helping with 

the decorations or setting up a booth, please contact 
Urick at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 418 or 
call Glenda Rcbstock at Ext. 417. 
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Featured in Tom Griffin's comedy The Boys Next Door at the College of the Mainland Arena Theater from left are 
Cliff Mabry of Kemah as Barry Klemper, Rod Todd of Texas City as Norman Bulansky, Robert Judd of San Leon 
as Arnold Wiggins and Lewis Parker Jr. of La Marque as Lucien P. Smith. The play continues through Oct. 13. 

Theater auditions open to public 
By JASON CANTRELL 

Staff Reporter 

gie Schwander, has already been cast. Five plays remain, 
and anyone may audition for them. All auditions are at 
1:30 p.m. the first day and 7 p.m. the second. The audi-
tion dates follow. 

Hey! Wanna be an actor? Or arc you already one of Auditions for Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, directed by 
those celebrated "thespian-types?" TheBiggestLi'l Thea- Jack Westin, are Nov. 24 and 25. To try out for Lend 
tre In Texas (College of the Mainland Arena Theatre)will Me a Tenor, directed by Cliff Mabry, audition on Jan. 
have open auditions for the remainder of its 20th season l2 and 13. Auditions for this season's student workshop~ 
beginning Nov. 24. Babylon lIJ, will be held Feb. 16 and 17, and will be 

From the theater's beginning in 1972, the commu- directed by -Reggie Schwander. The Hot L Baltimore, di-
nity has been entertained by more than 1,500 per for- rected by Jack Westin, will have auditions March 22 and 
mances of more than 100 productions on COM's arena 23. Finally, auditions for Big River, directed by Reggie 
stage. Schwander, will take place April 5 and 6. 

Having used area volunteers from all walks of life as Tryours for each show are held approximately 10 to 
well as COM theater students in all produc-tions, the l2 weeks before the opening date of the production. Re-
theater directors have been able to present a variety of hearsals for a production begin about six weeks in ad-
talent to the community throughout the years. vance of the opening. 

Because this is the theater's 20th season, the direc- The opening of Cat On A Hot Tin Roof will be 
tors are planning to make this a special year. They en- Jan. 30. Lend Me a Tenor opens on March 19. The stu-
courage bright, talented performers and hard-working dent workshop, Babylon III, opens on April 23, followed 
technicians to take part in this season's productions. by The Hot L Baltimore, which opens on May 19. And, 

The first show of the year, The Boys Next Door, di- finally, Big River opens on July 9 . 
rected by Jack Westin, is already in full swing. The holi- For more information on audition dates and times 
day special, The Rainmaker, under the direction of Reg- call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 348. 

Prince of Thieves realistic, bel~e~able 
B KIM MITCHELL porting cast are very believable m therr roles as well. 

y The filming makes the castles appear believably an-
Staf'f Reporter cient. The scenery is beautiful and the surroundings look 

Robin Hood: Prince of 'Thieves will go down as 
one of the more memorable movies of the 1990s. Kevin 
Costner in the lead role portrays a believable Robin de
spite his lack of an English accent. Costner as Robin 
Hood seems invincible and makes a person believe in 
himself, as he does the bandits of Sherwood Forest. 

The _acting in the film is superb. Following in the 
footsteps of the late Errol Flynn, Costner presents a 
well-rounded Robin. Alan Rickman, gives the perfor
mance of a lifetime as the evil Sheritf of Nottingham. 
Christian Slater gives a good rendition as Will Scarlet, a 
banclit who at first doubts Robin's ambitions. A former 
Robin Hood, Sean Connery is the much-talked-about, 
yet little seen King Richard the Lionhearted. The sup-

real. 
Robin Hood gives his group of outlaws and bandits 

the strength, spirit and hope to fight back against the 
Sheriff of Nottingham. The sheriff has taken their land, 
homes and the lives of many of the peasants. It is Robin 
who convinces them it was time to take it all back. 

"Nobility is not a-birthright," Robin points out. 
"It's defined by ones actions." 

I can honestly say that I enjoyed this movie. I 
would highly recommend it to anyone who hasn't seen it 
yet, especially if you enjoy medieval literature. 

College of the Mainland is having a free viewing of 
Robin Hood: Prince of.Thieves. Friday, Oct. 18, and 
Saturday, Oct 19, at 7 p.m. in the Learning Resource 
Center Auditorium, L-131. 

Boys offer audience 
laughter, message 
By JASON CANTRELL 

Staff Reporter 

Opening College of the Mainland Arena Theatre's 
1991-1992 season, The Boys Next Door, is the touch
ing, humorous story of four mentally disabled men 
struggling in today's world. 

The story begins by introducing Arnold Wiggins 
(Robert Judd), an extremely hyper, energetic person, who 
is a nervous wreck about where his life is leading him. 

Next we meet Lucien P. Smith (Lewis Parker Jr.), a 
mentally slow, large black man, who retains a great 
sense of pride in himself despite his severe mental handi
cap. 

Then comes Norman Bulansky (Rodd Todd), who is 
a sweet but nagging type with a fetish for keys. He be
lieves 1hat with his keys he can go anywhere he chooses. 
He also happens to be lovesick over his neighbor, Sheila 
(Dolly Fischer), who also is mentally handicapped and is 
always trying to con Nonnan into giving her his keys. 

Finally we meet Barry Klemper (Cliff Mabry), who 
manages to function despite his schizophrenia. He is a 
playful know-it-all with past family troubl~s and "busi
ness" problems with the golf lessons he offers. 

The character who keeps the four together and tries 
to keep them in line and out of trouble is social worker 
Jack Palmer (Greg Peters). This is no easy task due to 
the outlandish antics of the four "roomies." 

Yet amid the chaos and laughter surrounding the 
play a strong message is brought out - that people who 
are mentally clisabled are individuals, too. The play 
prompts the audience to a better understanding of this 
fact. 

The show allows the audience to become close to 
the characters and to understand that people are people no 
matter what their mental capacity. The close harmony 
that exists among the cast members and the manner in 
which they interact brings the message across superbly. 

Jack Westin, who directs the play, indicated that this 
is only the second production of The Boys Next Door in 
this area. 

Other members of the cast include am Low triple 
cast as Mr. Hedges, Sen. Clark and Mr. Corbin; Eliza
beth Gilbert is double cast as Mrs. Fremus and Mrs. 
Warren; Lisa Charles plays the part of Clara; and Bryan 
B. Myers plays the part of Mr. Kempler. 

The Boys Next Door provides a delightful and 
worth-while night at the theater. I recommend it highly. 

The play continues through Oct. 13. For ticket in
formation and show times call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 345. 

Renaissance trip set 
The College of the Mainland Student Activities 

Board is sponsoring a trip to the 17th Annual Texas 
Renaissance Festival. The festival boasts a recreation of 
a 16th century English village that is alive with music, 
merriment and a montage of arts, crafts, food and fun for 
all ages. The SAB trip is set for Nov. 2 from 8 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Sign up quickly because the limit is fifty people. 

Tickets for the SAB trip are $18 for adults, $12 for 
youths 5 to 12 years old and $6 for children under 5 . 
The fee includes transportation in COM's minibuses and 
admission to the festival. 

The festival runs for seven weekends from Oct. 5 
through Nov. 17, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Discount tickets are 
available if anyone is interested in purchasing them ancl 
finding their own transportation. 
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ABE coordinator lands lead for holiday special 
By MELLISSA WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

A tiny brunette with flashing brown eyes and a nev
er-ceasing friendly smile flutters through Suite C of the 
Learning Resource Center saying, "I'm late! I'm late!" 
She is the kind of woman, though, who will stop and 
help anyone in a tight spot. When one thinks of the 
term "special person," Becky Jones immediately springs 
to mind. 

Jones coordinates Adult Basic Education and English 
as a Second Language at College of the Mainland. She 
also acts as a hobby and landed the female lead in COM 
Arena Theatre's next production, The Rainmaker, written 
by N. Richard Nash. 

The play, directed by Reggie Schwander, is the story 
of the Curry family - a father, two sons, a daughter - as 
well as a sheriff and his deputy. Set sometime in the 
1930s, this is the story not only of a midwestern town 
dealing with a drought, but a love story in disguise. The 
family and Lizzie, the daughter, are under the false as
sumption that she is too plain to be admired and is 
quickly growing too old to become a decent wife. This 
defeatist attitude has all marriage attempts failing misera
bly when a stranger comes to town. 

The stranger, Starbuck, tells the father that for $100 
he can make rain for the parched farm. The father, open 
to anything at this point, decides that nothing can hurt 
this already bad situation. 

Jones can still remember the first time she was in
troduced to The Rainmaker by the film version starring 
Katherine Hepburn and Burt Lancaster. "I saw it a long 
time ago and fell in love with it, so that's how I knew 
about it," she said. 

Auditions for the play went smoothly for Jones. "It 
was very short. It only took an hour and they usually 
take longer." She knows that this is difficult to believe, 
but the only preparation that went into her audition was 
"I read the script and prayed a lot." 

Jones expects the rehearsals and performances to 
take "pretty much the rest of my life, but that's OK," 
she said. "I usually study my lines on the weekends, but 

you're always thinking about the play in the back of 
your subconscious mind." 

Acting is her hobby, but "if I were going back to 
school, it would be for acting," she said. "I just didn't 
have the nerve the first time around." 

Jones received a bachelor of arts in Spanish and 
English at Houston's Dominican College. That school 
closed down during her junior year. She remembered how 
the administration informed the students about the clos
ing. 

"One day during the fall they just told us that we'd 
better have our credits by the end of spring because we 
won't be here next year," she said. She took extra classes 
that spring and picked up the few credits she needed that 
summer at the University of Houston-Clear Lake. 

I' 

Becky Jones, the female lead for the holiday special The 
Rainmaker, poses with the star LRC Suite C secretar
ies made f~r her. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Cafeteria has food to suit every taste 
By MELANI THOMPSON 

Staff Reporter 

The food isn't quite up to Mom's, but it's fairly 
good here in the cafeteria at the College of the Mainland. 
They have food to fit nearly any taste. And it isn't as 

expensive as McDonald's. 
If you like salads, choose your favorite out of 10, 

which include fruit, pasta, chicken and tuna, of course. 
There are prepared salads which include chcrs salad, cu
cumber salad and cauliflower salad. If none of these fit 
the bill, try the salad bar with all the old favorites. 

Of course, the all-American favorite - the hamburger 
- is available. There are several variations, including 
cheese, jalapeno, chili cheese and double meat. There 
also arc several varieties of sandwiches, such as the club, 
poor boy and grilled cheese - almost just like Mom used 
to make. Two sizes of french fries will fit any appetite. 
Finger foods such as egg rolls, veggie sticks, and a fajita 
L'.lco arc also available. 

Chicken is offered in a variety of types in the cafete
ria: chicken fingers, a chicken sandwich and chicken fried 
unidentified. 

If you get to school early (at 8 a.m. or slightly lat
er) and are hungry because your brother, sister, room
mate or child ate all of the cereal, COM offers McDo
nald's-like fare. There are meat, egg and toast combina
tions, pancakes, taquitos (with cheese if you prefer), 
breakfast sandwiches and a "big breakfast." It is big. 
There also are side orders including bacon and hash
browns. If you're just not up to making such a momen
tous decision at such an early time, you can just have 
cold cereal. 

Between classes, when you arc dying of thirst, 
think of your school cafeteria instead of the Coke ma
chine. To quench your thirst, try Coke, Diet Coke, 
Sprite, Root Beer, Dr. Pepper, te-a, lemonade, fruit 
punch, milk or orange juice. Three sizes (unrefillable) 
or a refillable "jug" (for lack of a better word) are sure to 
keep everybody happy. The initial investment on the 
jug isn't too bad, just $2.99, and refills are only 89 
cents. 

If you don't particularly feel like bringing money 
every day, contact Patty, the kitchen manager at Ext. 
416, and ask about purchasing a meal ticket. The cafete
ria is open every school day from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Poetry contest opens Oct. 1; entry free 
This year $12,000 in prizes will be awarded to more 

than 250 poets in tlile North American Open Poetry Con
test sponsored by the National Library of Poetry. The 
contest is open to everyone. Any poet, whether previ
ously published or not, can be a winner. Also, every 
poem entered has a chance to be published in a deluxe, 
hardbound anthology. The contest opens Oct 1 and entry 
is free. 

To enter, send an original poem, on any subject or 
in any style, to the National Library of Poetry, 5-E 
Gwynns Mill Ct., P.O. Box 704-PC, Owings Mills, 
MD 21117. The poem should be no more than 20 lines 
and the poet's name and address should appear on the top 
of the page. For more information contact Caroline Sul

livan at (301) 356-2000. 

Jones came by her pos1t1ons at COM quite by acci
dent. She was a secretary in the theater ticket office when 
ABE Director Nancy Smith's secretary became ill. Some 
of the office staff knew her, so she was asked to substi
tute for the secretary. The rest is history. 

'Tm still learning, but I'm not fired yet! So I must 
be doing OK," Jones giggled. 

The most embarrassing thing that ever happened to 
Jones was the night her dress split during a performance 
of Angel Street, a mid-Victorian psycho drama. As she 
cowered in a chair, the zipper on the back of her dress 
broke. 

"So there I was, in the middle of the stage, in a 
scene where I would in a matter of minutes be forced to 
walk off stage with my back to the crowd and no way to 
tum my back to them," she recalled. She managed to get 
out of that situation with a magnitude of grace only to 
have the dress do the same thing the next evening. "They 
just didn't fix it well enough," she said. 

According to Jones, the one event that totally 
changed the course of her life was "going to kindergart
en," she related. "I grew up in Galveston, and I remem
ber standing on Grandma's front porch the night before 
my first day of school, thinking to myself, 'Life as I 
know it is over. Now I have to deal with other people's 
demands.' I was content to have worry-free and care-free 

days. 

"I had a good family life. My parents stayed togeth
er. I had an older brother, a younger sister and two 
younger brothers," Jones said. "My dad was supportive, 
and my mother saw us as individuals. Everybody got to 
do their own thing, and she never tried to compare us. 

· "If she had been less liberal minded, I would have 
turned out differently. Thank goodness she wasn't like 
my relatives in trying to fit me into. a mold. When 
things like that begin happening, I begin rebelling," she 
continued. 

"God has been very good to me," she finished. 

Art gallery exhibit . 

erab;~ ;::htil:ti1::::e::;:·::t~!\i .. 
two crabs who ar~ facing each other) tt.Butwbo's 
after who?'' ask~ Templer about the meaniQg: of 
one of his favorite displays, Working on the Edge 
Il. 

"The vieweri~ .free to draw his -OWD conclu
sion," Templer w.ntinued. "1 just created the me"~ 

· t~::r•=~~: 
The exp.ressipft$Qrl the women's faces make.oni ... 
wonder what tlltyendured to make the express~ 
so intense, . 

Mona Mar$ball, another exhibiting artist and 
COM photograpJJ.y instructor, is from the Gt.tlf , 
Coast area. He.rs ts a series of paintings oetaiimi 
scenes she mis.~ at night in her headlights. ,? /' 

After the ~s~ic• .. presentations, the arti~£$ (,' 
mingled ~ilhffi~pq'.bltc at_the·reception th?;lf?~t) · 
lowed. Cookiey(pµnch, chips and dips, cak~ ajid · 

other snack foods ~re available, free of charge; ' 
. .. Th~ gall~cy i~}oca~~ at the rear ~f the F"?~ 

Arts Building. Fme arts secretary Joyce Palmer Wt 

point anyone in the right direction once they find 
her office. which is located in a very noticeable 

glass cubicle. .····· .. 
Anyone ctl¥i\ytew the paintings in ~ g~Jery 

Monday .~us.ff;'~ii<Jayt 8 a.m. tp 5 p.m. lf~~~f; \,. 
ble, please calf ~~ .. at ( 409) 938~ 12U or (7f3} 
28().;3991, Ext(348\ to make sure someone .:will 
be the...e to open the gallery. 
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Gym offers variety of recreation 
By SHERRY SHA VER 
Staff Reporter 

Located between the Technical Educational Building 
and the Fine Arts Building is the College of the Main
land gym. In this dome-shaped building you can reduce 
stress, exercise, relax and have fun. 

Any student with a COM ID card can use the facili
ties for free. For non-students an ID card will be issued 
at the following fees: adults (18 years old and older) $42; 
youth (17 and younger) $25; family membership $92; 
adult guest $3 per visit; youth guest $2 per visit; senior 
adult with COM senior card free; and children under 5 are 
free. 

Memberships may be purchased at the COM cash
ier's office located in the Administration Building. 

Inside the gym there is a weight room with free 
weights and exercise machines. The aerobic exercise 
room has exercise bikes, a bio-climber, a treadmill and a 
Nordic ski machine. There are two whirlpools, a sauna 
and an indoor swimming pool. Table tennis is also 
available. 

Two racquetball courts are located in a small build
ing behind the gym. Also behind the gym, across Mon
ticello Street, arc six tennis courts, a track and a baseball 
diamond. 

-

All recreation is scheduled around physical education 
classes, which have first priority for the use of the facili
ties. Tii:nes available for recreation are given at the front 
desk. 

Anyone can join a league or be in a tournament. 
The eight tournaments scheduled for this semester are 3 
on 3 Volleyball, 3 on 3 Volleyball-open division, Ten
nis, Table Tennis, Racquetball, Pickle-ball and Frisbee 
Golf. There are four volleyball leagues for adults and one 
"B" level Tuesday night mixed volleyball league. Sign 
up for these tournaments and leagues is at the front desk 
of the gym. 

Several classes and events take place in the gym, 
including Free Introduction to Yoga, Starting an Exer
cise Program the Right Way, Exercise for Stress Reduc
tion, Foot Reflexology Workshop, Free Introduction to 
Water Exercise, The History and an in-water demonstra
tion of Deep Sea Diving and Discover Scuba. 

For Halloween, the gym is offering a House of Hor
rors with a carnival, games and a costume contest. The 
event is set for Oct. 26 from 4:30 to 9 p.m. 

COM's Annual Texas Turkey Trot is set for Nov. 
23. 

For more information contact Maryann Urick, coor
dinator of Recreational Programs and Student Activities, 
in the Physical Educational Building or call (409) 938-
1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 418. 

I 

Workers take advantage of the semester break between fall and spring 1990-1991 to regrout the swimming pool in 
the COM gym. Classes, such as Free Introduction to Water Exercise, The History and in-water Demonstration of 
Deep Sea Diving and Discover Scuba, are taught in the pool which is fully operational now. For free pool time or 
lap swimming times call the gym at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 418. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Race, tourney held 
to benefit research 
SIDS - silent killer of inf ants 
By BRANDI RYAN 

Staff Reporter 

A Run for Life marathon was held early in Septem · 
her to benefit research for Sudden Infant Death Syn
drome. 

Run for Life was a I-mile race in which 50 runners 
participated. Also held to benefit SIDS was a kick
boxing tournament with approximately 40 participants. 
The fund-raisers collected more than $3,000 for SIDS re
search. 

Every hour in the United States an infant dies unex
pectedly in its crib. Since doctors cannot find anything 
physically wrong with them, these babies are listed as 
victims of SIDS. SIDS is · a mysterious disorder that 
seems to occur when infants somehow forget to breathe. 

It takes thousands, even millions, of dollars to re
search such mysteries. As a community, people pull to
gether and try to discover the flaws of nature by raising 
money. Al Garza, owner of Al Garza's American Karate 
Club in League City, holds fund-raisers every year to 
benefit organizations. 

"Once a year, we do benefits of some kind," Garza 
explained. "This year, I was approached by a student of 
mine who lost a child to SIDS, and I decided to do the 
fund-raiser to benefit the syndrome." 

As it stands, no one really knows what SIDS is or 
why it happens, but there are some things researchers 
have learned about the silent killer. 

"There is no way to tell when it is going to happen, 
though most SIDS babies die while sleeping," write 
Kristen Brett and Kathy McKnight in the Florida Sudden 
Infant Death Syndrome pamphlet. "SIDS babies can die 
in any position, on their backs, sides, tummies, etc. The 
baby does not cry out. It happens so fast that the baby 
does not suffer. No one is to blame for the baby's death!" 

Fund-raisers not only help the organizations to raise 
money, but they also serve as learning experiences for 
those not knowledgeable in SIDS. 

"I learned so much more through exposure to anded
-ucation about SIDS," Garza said, "I met people who had 
lost children to SIDS, and I realized how blessed I was to 
have three healthy children of my own." 

To learn how to perform mouth-to-mouth resuscita
tion and CPR on an infant, contact the local chapter of 
the American Red Cross at (409) 763-5971 or (713) 333-
9700. 

Drug may reduce cholesterol 
An ounce of prevention may be worth a pound of 

cure, but is it cost effective? A Baylor College of Medi
cine and Stanford University study says it can be when 
the prevention is lowering cholesterol with the drug lo
vastatin to reduce heart disease risk. For more informa
tion contact Julie Hicks at (713) 798-4712. 

SAB schedules November, December sports events 
By MELANI THOMPSON 

Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland has a number of sports 
events scheduled for November and December. Most ac
tivities are free to credit students, but some exceptions 
may apply. Non-students pay a $3 fee for most activi
ties. 

Oct. 8 - Frisbee Golf Tournament - everyone must 
bring their own Frisbee. The tournament 
starts at 6 p.m. 

18 - Outdoor Club trip to Lost Maples, leaves at 6 
p.m. $8 

22 - Table Tennis Tournament in P-112, 3:30 p.m. 
24 - Three on three Basketball tournament, gym 

(no start time available) 
29 - Galveston County Intercollegiate Competition 

Bowling (no start time available) 
30 - GCIC Sports Day at Brazosport College, 10 

a.m., no fee, must have instructor's permis
sion to miss classes. Will include such 

sports as: volleyball, tennis, softball and 
racquetball. Students only. 

Nov. 6 - Outdoor Club meeting, 7 p.m., Student 
Center 

7 - GCIC Sports Day at COM. Sign up in gym. 
12 - Pickleball Tournament, gym, 4:30 p.m. 
23 - Turkey Trot Fun Rim/Walk, 8:45 a.m.,1/4 

mile (children) $7; 1 -, 3 - and 6 - mile, 
$10. Fees include T-shirt. 

28- Outdoor Club Canoe and Backpack trip to Big 

Bend, 6 p.m., $80, sign up in gym. 
For more details about any activity, contact Mar- -

ryann Urick at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 
422. 
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Biology instructor does what he likes most: teach 
IlY AMANDA McNOWN 
Staff Reporter 

"This is somelhing I planned to do all my life," 
says Dr. Roy E. Rhame with a big smile spreading 
across his face. "I enjoy the relationship with the stu
dents ... and seeing someone learn. I enjoy teaching." 

Dr. Rhame came to College of the Mainland in Au
gust 1973, and for 18 years has been teaching biology, 
chemistry and microbiology, but his favorite subject is 

biology. "Biology is interesting, not only to me, but it's 

interesting to most of the people I teach. It's an interest 
I've had since my first high school biology class." 

The biology teacher's favorite thing about being at 
COM is "teaching students." Without any hesitation, he 
states, "That's what I planned to do all my life; that's 
what I wanted to do." He feels Lhat his greatest achieve
ment is "seeing students where they were and where they 
are now." He adds, "That's the best accomplishment you 
can have." 

Dr. Roy Rhame helps biology student Pamela Avina, who he s~)'S is a very good student, with her labwork. 

(Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

The greenhouse attached to Lhe Math-Science Build
ing is Dr. Rhame's domain. But he doesn't think of the 
greenhouse as just a hobby. "This is my first job and 
my second love. My first is my garden." He grows vege
tables at his home in Santa Fe and gives most of the 
produce to older ladies who help him shell peas. 

He says that at one time he had as many as 20 dif
ferent plants growing in the greenhouse. Some of the 
plants he now grows in there include scented geraniums 
(some that smell like bananas and coconuts) and Norfolk 
Pine Christmas trees. 

"I usually get the small Norfolk Pines and grow 
them," he says. "After Christmas you can take off the 
decorations and have a nice little tree. I usually have a 
plant sale about once a year. I never make any money off 
of it, but (with) the money that I do get in, I buy seed 
and soil and start all over." 

Dr. Rhame is a teacher who really cares about his 
students. Knowing that he contributed in some small 
way in educating students is the best accomplishment a 
teacher can have. But he jokingly adds, "Your students 
do well after they've had you, or you directed them and if 
they don't, it's your fault." He wants his students to real
ize Lhat education and learning are a way of life. He tries 
to make his courses fun but not easy. 

"I have a hard time convincing people that I do care 
about them, sometimes. Because when you have expec

. tations, they think you're hard," he says seriously. "I 
have a hard job because a lot of people (students) quit." 
In fact Dr. Rhamc's message to his students this semes
ter is, "Just stay with me for the semester. Together we 
can make it." 

Dr. Rhame stresses to his students that just because 
he has high expectations docs not mean that he doesn't 
care. "In order to feel rewarded for something achieved, 
you should work hard for it. If everything you do is 
easy, then you won't have that feeling of accomplishing 

something." 

Thefts on campus may lead to rekeying buildings 
Continued from Page ..-----------

could gain access to that area with a key could be viewed 
as a suspect, Chief Miller stated. V cry little is known 
about the approximate time of the theft other than it oc-

cured between July 29 and Aug. 22. 

This brings up a rather large problem in the eyes of 
Chief Miller. "There is no way to narrow down the num
ber of suspects in either case, due to the fact that at any 

The fall 1991 JnterCOM staff takes a break. Seated from left: Kim Mitchell and Managing Editor Rodney C0tlley. 
Middle row from left: Amanda McNown, Brandi Ryan, Stephanie Garcia and Melani Thompson. Top row from 
left: Belinda Williams, Cheryl Grady and Jason Cantrell. Not ·pictured Sherry Shaver and Mellissa Wright. 

(Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

time, I cannot be sure of who has what keys to what 
buildings. This leaves many crimes that have occurred 
on campus over the last two years unsolved because of a 
basic impossibility of who could and who could not be 
considered a suspect," he said. 

Over the years many copies of keys have been made 
and a number of keys have been stolen, Smith indicated. 
"It seems necessary to have a rckcying of all buildings 
for security." 

Chief Miller' also said that a solution to the theft 
problem is rckcying. Then after rekcying all keys would 
be checked in and out by him personally. 

"The new key policy has already passed over the 
desks of COM President Larry Stanley and both deans as 
well as the executive council," the Chief stated. "Howev
er, members of the College Senate arc giving this new 
bill a great amount of resistance so that it will not be
come college policy." 

Jazz Fest set Nov. 7-10 
The six~h annual Galveston Island Jazz Festival will 

take place Nov. 7-10. Local and national performers will 
attend. 

The College of the Mainland Jazz Ensemble, direct
ed by Sparky Koerner and featuring Tony Campise, a 
guest saxophonist, will .perform on the main stage at the 
intersection of 22nd and Postofficc streets Saturday, 
Nov. 9 at 3 p.m. There will be a $5 admission fee. 

Koerner, a COM instructor, is the chairman of the 
Jazz Festival as well as a performer. He feels that this 
will be the year that the Galveston Island Jazz Festival 
becomes a major event for Galveston Island and for 
America's classical music: jazz. 

At 11 p.m. the paddlewhccler the Colonel will en
tertain with a Moonlight Jazz Jam Session. 
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InterCOM editor also multi-talented cartoonist 

InterCOM Managing Editor Rodney Conley strikes 
one of a thousand humorous poses he keeps handy for 
tense moments during newspaper production. 

(Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

SAB feeds pizza, 
Pepsi to prospects 
Uy BELINDA WILL1AMS 
Staff Reporter 

Pizza anyone? Serving food and drinks is an excel
lent way to entice people to come to a particular event. 
The Student Activites Board recently used pizza and Pep
si to draw students to the board's first meeting for the 
1991 fall semester at College of the Mainland. 

COM Recreation Director Maryann Urick opened 
the meeting by introducing the present board members. 
Then everyone was paired up to get to know one anoth
er. Each pair then shared with the group what they 
learned about their partner. The pairing-up idea was a 
great ice breaker. 

Urick, who also sponsors the SAB, was the princi
pal speaker. She said the main focus of the meeting was 
to explain exactly what SAB is and what the group actu
ally does. Urick also explained when and where the 
group meets, how they make decisions of who will be in 
charge of which function, who schedules the band, who 
reserves a room, who orders or prepares the food and 
drinks and so on. She detailed how SAB is supported 
through student activity fees which are paid when a stu
dent registers for school and through money made from 
some of their functions. 

This money pays for the bands, food, guest speakers 
and so on. She explained the requirements for the schol
arships members can earn, and how programs and activi
ties are planned. Chairmen are chosen, or members vol
unteer lo handle different functions. 

Twenty students attended and participated freely and 
openly with questions and comments. Nine of the 20 
were new members. SAB has seven board members but 
only six were at the meeting. 

The meetings are held every Tuesday at 12:30 p.m. 
in Room P-110 in the Gym, and once a month at 7 p.m. 
for students who cannot attend the day meetings. The 
next meeting is set for Tuesday, Oct. 8. 

By BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Staff Reporter 

What began as a hobby - drawing, writing and creat
ing cartoons - has blossomed into a possible future for 
the multi-talented Rodney Conley, a 20-year-old student 
and managing editor of InterCOM, the student news pa
per at College of the Mainland. 

The Mainland United Way contacted Jim Higgins, 
director of Public Relations at COM, in early August 
and asked if he would put together a promotion for an ad
vertising campaign to begin in September. Higgins, 
with a story for a video in mind, contacted Conley to il
lustrate a comic strip to coincide with the video. 

Conley produced a fictitious super-hero cartoon sto
ry, The Adventures of Petroman. Higgins has also ap
proached Conley about putting his talent to work for 
Movin' On, a community college magazine. 

Conley has been drawing since the tender age of 7. 
He said, "My mother still has some of my first work," 
which she saved and put in his baby books. 

Originally Conley wanted to see his work animated, 
actually moving, and he still wants that, but at the mo
ment he is content with his still drawings. 

In junior high he drew comic strips for himself and 
his friends. As a freshman in La Marque High School he 
became the staff artist for the school newspaper, The 
Pride. The comic strips became more elaborate, and he is 

now in the process of compiling a portfolio of his work. 
Conley will send the portfolio to such comic labels as 
Marvel Comics and DC Comics. 

He said, "My only big problem now is affording the 
postage." 

Conley says his talent and inspiration come from 
his mother, who also is an artist but mainly does por
traits. She is not doing much with her art now because 
she keeps busy with Conley's younger brothers, 5-year
old Timothy and 2-year-old Trent. 

Conley has taken many art classes, starting in ele
rp.entary school, and has completed all the required art 
classes at COM. Presently he is taking a design course 
and plans to take graphic arts, which applies more to his 
field, when he transfers to University of Houston. 

Not only is Conley an artist, musician, actor and 
writer, but he also does impressions. Vanneise Collins, 
COM assistant to the president, asked Conley to do im
pressions at McAdams Junior High School Career Day. 
Collins also asked Conley to speak to the students 
about the importance of education after high school from 
a young college student's viewpoint. 

"The kids were great, but I just hope they got the 
message," Conley said. "It was kind of intimidating be
ing in front of 880 junior high kids, but it turned out to 
be a blast." The students even asked Conley for his auto
graph. "That was the thing that really threw me for a 
loop." 

Comprehensive self-study in progress 
Continued from Page 1---------

According to Templer the Steering Committee 
was created to plan and design the study and to 

manage nine other committees. The combined 
committees will assess COM's progress thorough
ly. 

All committee members are COM instructors 
as well as some staff and board of trustee mem
bers. "Though the president of the college and top 
administration personnel are totally informed of 
every finding, they are not involved in the com
mittees," Templer explained. 

The other nine committees, which Templer 
calls the preliminary committees, must follow an 
assigned section of the 1991 edition of the Criteria 
for Accreditation published by SACS. The criteria 

are broken down into five areas: Institutional Pur
pose, Institutional Effectiveness, Educational Pro
gram, Educational Support Services and Adminis
trative Processes . 

Several committees cover various aspects of 
the criteria booklet, for example both the Student 
Development Services Committee and the Library/ 
Instructional Support and Computer Services 
Committee cover Educational Support Services. 

"Each committee makes compliance recom
mendations and suggestions that try to conform 
with the Criteria's must and should statements," 

Templer explained, "They fust examine each must 

C. 

College of the Mainland is taking an active part in 
National Collegiate Alcohol Awareness Weck from Oct. 
13 to 19. 

The goal is to work toward preventing alcohol mis
use by educating students about alcohol and abuse of it, 
promoting responsibility, increasing awareness of alco
hol prevention and intervention services. 

statement and compare them to the existing proce
dures to see if they are being carried out" 

If a committee detennines that COM does not 
comply with any must statement, "that particular 

committee must write out a recommendation for 
the correction of the non-compliance," Templer ex
plained. 

On the other hand, if a committee detennines 
that COM does not comply with a should state
ment, that committee must decide if the statement 

ought to be a policy or a procedure. If so, the com
mittee must write a suggestion to correct the situa
tion, Templer stated. 

The self-study committees frrst write prelimi
nary and then final reports to submit to the Steer
ing Committee. Then the Steering Committee 
compiles all of these findings into their own final 
report. Drafts of this final report will be revised 
and edited until finally, the Self-Study Document 
is printed and sent to the president and board of 
trustees who then send it to SACS. 

However, the actual self-study does not end 
there, Templer explained. Sometime during ·spring 
1993, SACS sends a Visiting Committee to COM 
to evaluate. Finally around December 1993, SACS 
reviews COM's eligibility for accreditation. 

Templer feels that the best thing about ·the 
self-study "is that COM will find its strengths and 

will gain information to improve on its perfor
mance." 

- 9 
Most activities will take place during College Hour 

(Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12:30 to 1:20 p.m.) in the 
Student Center. One of the activities w111 be a taster's 
booth with non-alcoholic beer and wine. 

For more information contact V anneise Collins, as
sistant to the president, at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-

3991, Ext. 407. 

1 
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Math: The tension builds 
By JASON CANTRELL 

Staff Reporter 

The teaching methods of the College of 
the Mainland mathematics department have 
become the subject of much-heated discus
sion. Many students learn differently and the 
results the college has obtained in pass/fail 
percentages of math students in lower-level 
math courses suggest new types of instruc
tion need to be instituted. 

"I like the math situation, you can work 
ahead of others and not be held back by oth
ers members of your class," COM student 
Tobie Post stated. "Also, there is always an 
instructor there in case you have problems." 

The math lab has flexible hours so that 
students may work at their own convenience. 
This helps students who are having difficulty 
with the courses and need more time in lab 
as well as students who have a job in addi
tion to their college workload and need to 
come at various times. 

"Although the math labs are an effective 
way to prepare students for further educa
tion," COM student Jim Erwin stated, "not 
everyone can learn in this environment." 

The current system of math instruction 
has some positive aspects. For the lower
level math courses a lab is set up for a 
"work at your own pace" type of program. 
Students who have a good base in mathemat
ics coming out of high school are, for the 
most part, able to quickly move through 
these lower-level courses. These laboratory 
courses include Math 0300 (Fundamentals of 
Math), Math 0310 (Elementary Algebra) and 
Math 1312 (Intermediate Algebra). 

Bruce Heerssen, a COM math student 
said, "The basic problem with my math 
course (Math 0310) is that there is no lecture 
in class to help me understand the principles 
that I need to learn to pass the course." 

See Students Page 11 
COM student Shelly Ellis receives assistance with her homework from math 
instructor Dr. Gregory Black. (Photo by Jason Cantrell) 
----it----··----------------.... 

COM early registration scheduled Nov. 11-17 
By KIM MITCHELL 

Staff Reporter 

Fairly soon students will receive a notice in the 
mail listing the early registration dates for the 1992 
spring semester. 

Early registration is Nov. 11-27 and is for returning 

students, but not really for first-time applicants. Also, 
students who have attended previously, though not this 
semester, may register as long as they have their tran
scripts and application. 

"Students should be able to get it done in 13 days. 
It's a simple process," said Dr. Bob Johnston, director of 
Admissions and Records. The first step for registering is 

Morris Overstreet, Criminal Court of Appeals Judge of Austin, speaks at McAdams Junior High School i~ 
Dickinson during a Pathways workshop on Career Education Day held Sept. 25. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

to make an appointment in the divisional office with 
your adviser. The second step for registering is to pick 
up your Permit to Register (PTR) in the Admissions Of
fice. Then you fill out your course schedule with your 
adviser. The final step is to pay your fee at the cashier's 
window in the Administration Building by Dec. 2. 

See Early Page 11 

Consortium favors 
higher education 
By RODNEY CONLEY 

Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland, eight other community 
colleges and seven Houston-area senior universities have 
united to encourage middle-school students to stay in • 
school, graduate and attend college afterward. 

All 16 institutions combine to form the Southeast / 
Texas Consortium for Educational Opportunity. The 
consortium includes representatives from member insti
tutions, such as Rice University, Texas Southern Uni
versity and the individual University of Houston cam
puses. 

The consortium developed a program, known as 
Pathways, to be taken to area schools to convey the 
message that students will be supported in their efforts 
to stay in school and that ·their progress will be positive
ly monitored. 

"The name of the program is centered around the 
theme 'Finding the pathways to your future'," said Dr. 
Vanneise A. Collins, who is presently in charge of the 
COM Pathways program."We felt that our niche would 
be working with middle-se:hool children." ._ 

See Pathways Page 12 
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SAB blood drive nets 162 donors 
By BRANDI RYAN 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland fall 1991 blood drive, 
which was held in the Student Center, brought in 86 
donors on Oct. 8 and 76 donors on Oct. 9. The combined 
total, 162 donors, nearly broke the previous record for 
fall 1987 with 163 donors. 

In addition to the 162 donors this fall, 43 people at
tempted to give blood, but were turned away for various 
individual reasons. "I could not donate blood because I 
am a borderline anemic," said Carol Bower, president of 
Student Activities Board. 

To donate blood one must be at least 18 years old or 
17 with parent or guardian's wriuen consent, but no old
er than 70. One must also weigh at least 110 pounds. 

While there are no specifications for those that take 
aspirin, contraceptive pills, vitamins, weight reduction 
pills, pain pills, or any other non-prescription medica
tion, there are some conditions that permanently or just 
temporarily exclude people from donating blood. 

If one has a history of drug addiction, is a diabetic 
currently requiring insulin injections, or has engaged in 
"high risk" behavior for AIDS since 1977, they will be 
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permanently excluded. If one has received skin tattoos. for 
one year prior to donation or has had severe reactions to 
pepicillin or other drugs in the last six months they will 
be temporarily excluded. An eight-week interval is re
quired between donations. 

Bower and other SAB members helped to promote 
the blood drive by advertising that items such as T-shirts 
(saying "I Tappa Vein") would be given to actual donors 
and mugs to those who attempted to donate, but were 
turned away for various reasons. 

"I was scared at first," said first-time donor Yvonne 
Saravia. "I was ignorant as to what giving blood was 
about, but I felt more comfortable when I realized I 
would be helping other people." 

"COM's participation in the blood drive was a big 
help to The Blood Center of Houston in that it provided 
a place for their personnel to carry out the blood drive," 
said SAB ~ponsor Maryann Urick. "This also gave the 
SAB a place to recruit more donors and promote the 
event." 

The Blood Center was established on Jan. 1, 1975 
by the Harris County Medical Society, according to the 
Fact Sheet from The Blood Center. The center assumed 
the responsibilty for providing (full service) all the blood 
and blood component needs to patients in inore than 80 
hospitals in a 17 county-area surrounding Houston. The 
total requirements for this need arc approximately 34,000 
units of blood and blood components monthly. 

The next blood drive is tentatively scheduled for 
Feb. 18 and 19. For any person who has questions as to 
who may donate, please contact the Gulf Coast Regional 
Blood Center in Houston. (713) 791-6280. 

Hey, did you know? 
The Houston Museum of Natural Science is present

ing a new feature in its planetarium. The Case of the 
Disappearing Dinosaurs runs through Dec. 31 and is be
ing presented in conjuction with Dinamation!; the popu
lar exhibit of moving robotic dinosaurs on display 
through Jan. 12. · 

The Houston Museum of Natural Science, a private, 
non-profit organization, is located in Hermann Park 
across from Miller Outdoor Theatre. The Museum is 
open Sundays from noon to 6 p.m. and Monday through 
Saturday, from 9 a.m. to 6 pdll. Admission to the mu
seum is free to [Jlembers;,$2.50 foI non.,ntembenidults; 
and $2 for non-member children under 12. . ..... 



Learning value of 
higher education 

CherylGrady ··• 

This will make it the second time that I have put it 
in writing. Here it goes, "Mom, you were right, and I 
was ..... wrong." There, I wrote it. Don't rub it in! 

The first time I admitted being wrong was when I 
shaved the hair from the left side of my head. Sure, it 
was cool for a while; however, it soon landed me into a 
clique that thought it natural to wear live reptiles to 
successfully complete a wardrobe. That's another story 
altogether ... Maybe another time. 

The second time I realized that my decision wasn't 
the best for my life, I found myself in a job, sitting be
hind a desk, staring at a group of fat ladies who acted no 
more mature than my 7- year-old cousins! The high
light of my entire week was waiting for "chicken day" 
at the cafeteria. Boy! I really did it that time, huh? I hat
ed my job, had absolutly no respect for my boss or fel
low workers, and I could not stand that stupid office. 

It was then that I realized the importance of an edu
cation. 

I was stuck in a dead-end job. There are no other 
words for it When I was in high school, all I could ever 
think about was getting out into the real world. After I'd 
had a bitter taste of it and I've realized that I wasn't going 
to get ahead in the workplace without an education. For 
once in my life, I was determined to make at least one 
good decision in my life. That decision was to get a 
higher education. 

Exhausted from 12 or so years of school, Steve Wil
liamson decided that three months just wasn't a long 
enough vacation away from teachers, books and endless 
homework. Williamson, who couid very well pass for a 
member of the reborn "sweathoggs" (of Welcome Back 
Kotter fame) finally realized the importance of a college 
education. "You're not going to get anywhere without 
college these days," he said while wiping away the tight 
spiral curls that hide his face. Williamson hopes that 
some day he will own his own company, "preferably 
helicopters." he said. "Either that or a head shop (a nov
elty store for tobacco para:phenalia)." 

Denise Cannon also agrees that a higher education is 
important. "I want to become a nurse and college is the 
only way to get there," she said. Cannon decided to wait 
a year before furthering her education. She said, however, 
"I would recomend that high school seniors go to college 
fresh out of high school; it is hard to get started again." 

Cannon and Ron Jones have a thing or two in com
mon. He also plans to become a nurse, but Jones has 
waited longer than one year to take advantage of the edu
cation college has to offer. It has been more than 20 
years since he has opened a text book. "I want to go into 
nursing to take better care of my family." 

Jones regrets not going to college when he was 
younger. "Other things seemed more important at the 
time," he admitted. "Without college it is a harder strug
gle raising a family." 

But Jones isn't the only one in his family who real
ized the importance of higher education. Jones' son 
Wade, who decided to go to college after four years of 
unsuccessful job attempts in the working world, sits 
alongside his father in a few classes. "I was in a dead end 
job," said the younger Jones. "I feel that college will 
teach me self-discipline." 

Education is important. Hopefully the confessions 
from these pride-swallowing souls will spare them from 
an echo of ''.l tpJd you so's," which r.emii;ids me of the 
time when I was' 9 ... Oh well, nevermind, that's another 

,stqry,. ~i'~ l}OOtper ~e. · · 
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COM student Garrette H. McCall picks up a club sandwich from the COM cafeteria pick-up counter. 
(Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

Letters to the Editor 

Readers gripe: food service, attendance policy 
Dear Editor: 

The College of the Mainland cafeteria has numerous 
problems that need to be taken care of in order to satisfy 
college students. 

We believe that there is a definite problem with the 
cafeteria employees; they are rud~. The cafeteria employ
ees need to provide quicker service so the students can sit 
down and finish their meals. 

The college cafeteria also needs a clock, the trash 
cans need to be fixed and more chairs arc needed at the 
tables. 

It would also be of tremendous help if the cafeteria 
intercom could be repaired so orders that arc announced 
can be heard. 

Last of all, it would be nice if there was a juke box 
in the cafeteria. 

Dear Editor: 

Jeanette Epler 
Luster R. Foy 

Lori Garcia 
D. Alex Ozburn 

The article in the October issue of lnterCOM about 
the cafeteria food was very disappointing. In my opinion 
the quality and quantity of food services at the cafeteria is 
subpar and inferior. 

Now that the COM Student Center has improved 
with the new facelift, it is unfortunate that no obvious 
improvement in the food services is apparent. 

I cannot understand why there were no changes in
side the cafeteria to make it more appealing and appetiz
ing to the students, faculty, staff and administrators? And 
why people in charge of the cafeteria are not asked ( or 

< .~o~ that el~C~()n& ~~ . QY~ and you di~p;{ 
. VO~. ask;. yodtsetf~i 1Am I i-egjstered J.O vote?" lf 
toe answer is no/p~ read on. / . 

.• The right to vote is a privilege that gives citi
zens the right to choose Who mal¢s governmental 
decl$i9ns that af{~t Ulewelfare ~f.~l; . ·• < I 

i < it also giv~;;p\uzens d.¢fighi .iovote ~titg(. 
· .... offi~. those who'.iren't .conscieQliious ·in carrying • 
:011t the<duues-.. they iprom~ed',~<>"P¢rform ~hen-

··· .. . i ; ...• , " .. ·.· ). .,.. 

forced) to do something about their soup-kitchen style 
services? • 

It may be because few or none of them bother to eat 
there. If the cafeteria is not getting enough business it is 
because they are not attracting any. 

I challenge President Stanley and the Deans and any 
other brave soul to a chicken fried steak special at the 
cafeteria anytime! Please bring your own hardware to dis
assemble the food! 

Dear Editor: 

Sincerely, 
Dr. Ali Ravandi 

COM Math instructor 

Many students disagree with the attendance policy at 
College of the Mainland. 

The majority of the students feel it's so unfair for a 
teacher to be able to withdraw a student from a class after 
missing three (class) days. The students are paying for 
their education and feel they should be able to decide how 
many days they can miss. Students with jobs and chil
dren have emergency situations frequently. Most college 
students are adults who can take care of themselves and 
their problems. . 

Students feel that if they make up the work and pass 
the class, three days of absence should not count against 
them. Some students feel there needs to be a small 
change in the attendance policy. 

Jennifer Allen 
Dallas Brannon 

Dawn Davis 
Tom Johnson 

/¢!~te4+ . t .... • \ .... ·•·· . . r.. . .. ·· > So how do ypufogister? Registermg to..vqte 
js:easy. Registration forms are located in public.Ji .. 
braries. court houses and all PQSt offices 1n yQur 
community. < t · ..... 

.···.· •·· ... /•·~ll:~:~~:~i~~4;tfijt~~m• .. ro~r.··r~~;~~•·•····••·· 
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Features/News 
Halloween Carnival 
frightening success 
By AMANDA McNOWN 

Staff Reporter 

The Halloween Carnival sponsored by Student Ac
tivities Board and the Texas City/La Marque Jaycees was 
a hauntingly great success. It was a unique way to 

provide Halloween fun for the entire family and an al
ternative to trick-or-treating. 

The carnival had many game booths as well as 
booths with baked goods, candy, a.'1d fodd and drinks. 
But the haunted house seemed to be the main attrac
tion. 

The haunted house, which was set up by the Texas 
City/La Marque Jaycees, drew long lines. Standing in 
line, one could hear the children shrieking from inside 
the house while little children outside clung to their 
parents. Jaycees gave tours of the haunted house and 
took groups of approximately 10 at a-time through the 

house. Each group was given a rope that everyone was 
to hold onto. 

"If you let go of the rope, then they can get you, 
but not if you hold on," the guide warned. Of course the 
children held on tightly. 

Once inside, visitors encountered an electrocuted 
man still strapped to the electric chair, a graveyard com
plete with snakes (spray string) shooting out at them and 
Leatherface from Texas Chainsaw Massacre who chased 
after the group. At the end of the tour a monster crept 
out from the shadows to scare people out of their wits. 

Each booth raised money for its own organization 
through sales of baked goods, food, candy and/or drinks. 
The Texas Nursing Student Association sold baked 
goods, the Literature Club had a booth for tamales, chili 
and cheese, and drinks, and the Student Veterans Organi
zation had a booth with candy apples, candy and baked 
goods. Every booth had something different to choose 
from. 

Children flocked to the game booths. One of the fa
vorites of the smaller children seemed to be the Wheel of 
Fun set up by SAB. The children would bet on or pick 
their favorite number on the wheel which was then spun 
around as they stood on the selected number that was 
taped on the floor. If the number the child was standing 
on matched the number on the wheel, the child won. 

One of the favorite games among young men was 
the Skull in One sponsored by the Outdoors Club. The 
object of this game was to hit a golf ball into a skull. If 
the ball made it, the player got a "skull in one." 

The price to get into the carnival was $3 or $2 with 
a canned food item. SAB member Sue Barton said that 
the money would be split between the Texas City Jay
cees and SAB and the canned food will go to needy fami
lies in the Galveston County area. 

Michael Re.bin t'Fies for a prize• by throwing bean' bag's ' 
through the punipkin at the Hallowee6 Carnival held 
in the COM gym Oct. 26. (Ph'oto-.by Amanda McNown) 

M· .. ·•·."' .. · . t. • • 

COM cosmetology student, Jan Sanford helps Kelli Jensen, another cosmetology student, with her hair in the 
cosmetology lab, which is located across from the main campus on Amburn Road in the Appomattox Square offices. 

(Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

COM cosmetology enters 4th year 
By KIM MITCHELL 

Staff Reporter 

For the past three years College of the Mainland has 
provided students a cosmetology program in the Appo
mattox Square offices across from the college on Am
burn Road. The program has grown from having 22 stu
dents and two instructors, Pamela Mayes and Connie 
Foster, to 82 students and four instructors, Debbie Fea
zell and Hilda Sustaita. 

Two options are available to students for getting an 
associate's degree in the cosmetology program. One 
method is going full-time for one year. The other is 
a night program which lasts two years. 

Both programs are virtually the same, Foster ex
plained. In each, students must complete 1,500 contact 
hours. Both programs also require a student to take 
business management and marketing courses. 

The only differences between the two programs is 
the time of day and the number of days they are taught 
each week. For the one-year program, classes are Mon
days through Thursdays, 8:30 to 4 p.m. and Fridays, 
8:30 to 1 p.m .. In the two year program classes are 
Mondays through Thursdays, 5:45 to 10 p.m. 

"The only prerequisite is a high school diploma, a 
GED, or a 12.0 on the (COM) appraisal test," Foster 
said. "The cost is only $600, and that includes books, 
tuition, the kit, everything." 

The first semester is based on cosmetology theories. 
This includes the history, art and science of the field. 

"We teach the full face, from A to Z," Foster stated. 

Students are taught about hair, makeup, nails and the 
face. 

The second and third semesters are spent on the lab 
floor. Students practice on a mannequin first, and then 
they learn on clients. 

"Our clientele is made up of only volunteers," Fos
ter said. "They only pay for the cost of the supplies. For 
example, spiral wrap perms cost anywhere from $60 to 
$70 (in commercial salons). Here, it only costs about 
$20." Some people are scared to have students practice 
on them, Foster said, but the student/teacher ratio is 11 
to one, which means they are highly supervised 

One of the more impressive things about COM's 
cosmetology program is the fact that the students are al
lowed to use the best products available and COM pays 
for them, Foster said .. "That way, we get the advantage 
of using the best products for the best results." 

The services are available to COM students, staff 
and faculty as well as to the community at bargain pric
es. 

The last semester of the program revolves more 
around the business aspect of cosmetology. In one-week 
intervals, students practice being managers, supervisors, 
inventory clerks and other positions of authority. 

About 98 percent of the students in the class pass 
the State Board Exams, according to Foster. Of those 
who do pass, most move out of the area to open their 
salons or work for others. "One student has even opened 
a chain of salons in )his local area," Foster said with a 
satisfied smile. 

Alcohol Awareness Week on campus 
College of the Mainland held an Alcohol Awareness 

Week Oct. 13-19. The purpose of the week was to focus 
students' attention on alternatives to alcohol. 

A table with literature about the effects of drinking, 
and brochures about drinking and driving was located 

near the main doors of the Student Center. 
Samples of O'Douls, a non-alcoholic beer were 

av~lable, as wel~ ~S-~f:a
1
~tjcs a~pt' dripkin& ~d '1;riv- , 

ing, which were made available by tl_le Tex,as pepartme~t, 
of Public Safety. ' , · , , · 

Details such as sponsors and exhibits were handled 
by Dr. Vanneise Collins, assistant to the President and 
Office of Equal Educational Oppurtunity. 

Samples of the non-alcoholic beer were provided free 
of charge by Del PaPa Inc. The representative explained 
that in the brewing process for non-alcoholic beer, all of 
the alcohol is cooked out The taste is the same. 

"The-·week was suceessf ul in frilfilling- its' purpose," 
Collins said. ''Students were receptive to the informa-
tiort/' • • , \ I l I _\ • ' .-~ 1. • \ •, ~ • ' I • I 



A goose and a gander join the resting flock of ducks at COM's Lake Eckert behind the Student Center. 
' (Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

Flappin' and quackin' around COM 
By SHERRY SHA VER 
Staff Reporter 

Throughout the College of the Mainland cam
pus lovely creatures waddle around in search of food, 
the comforts of a cool shade and a cozy lake to splash 
in. The creatures are ducks and geese that seem to be 
everywhere on campus. The lake they call home is 
Lake Eckert, which fronts the college. 

Bernard Levin of Texas City donated the first 11 
ducks to COM in April 1973. Since then the bird 
population has grown to more than 100 ducks and 
geese. 

"They were bought and donated to COM in 
memory of the 11 Israeli athletes assassinated in 
their Olympic compound in Munich, Germany, by a 
group of Palestine terrorists on Sept. 5, 1972," Levin 
said. "I took my first grandchildren to the lake at the 
college to feed the ducks several years ago, and now 

that I have new grandchildren, I take them to feed the 

ducks at the lake." 

Since Levin donated his ducks more have been do
nated by people from around the community. Every 
spring and summer new ducklings hatch. Some par
ents bring their children's Easter ducklings grown 
too large to keep, and give them a new home at COM. 
A few geese and a few wild ducks have joined the 
duck population. 

Lake Eckert is part of the COM enhancement 
program that began in 1989. A walkway with bench
es has been built along the lake in front of the Stu
dent Center. This allows easier access to those who 
wish to feed the ducks. 

Dr. Henry Pope, dean of College and Financial 
Services said, "There is no feeding program for feed
ing the ducks other than the public, particularly the 
children, and although they are not owned by COM 
they are protected and are animals that add charm to 
the campus." 

Women in Support series informative 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS 

Staff Reporter 

When personal problems in your life become too 
difficult to handle alone, you can get help dealing with 
them. One way is to sec a counselor, another is by at
tending a support group. 

College of the Mainland sponsors each scincster 
several seminars called Women in Support Brown Bag 
Series. The term Brown Bag is used because the semi
nars are held during lunch time, College Hour, 12:30 -
1:30 p.m., in the Student Center on Thursdays. 

Janis Heckman, a social psychotherapist with Fam
ily Services, conduces COM's seminars. She is a profes
sional familiar with women's issues and dysfunctional 
families . · 

Heckman, together with COM counselor Barbara 
Crews, who is the link between the college and Family 
Services, plan the seminars. They select the topics and 
set goals for the series. 

Heckman speaks at the seminars, then listens to 
comments and answers questions. 

J:he women wh,o attend,the seminars -are able to dis
cu~s priy;it'c matters and are very supportive of one an
other. IL is amazing to watch them open up and talk 

about the most painful and personal aspects of their 
lives. 

COM has a contract with Family Services for Heck
man to conduct the seminars which arc paid through Carl 
Perkins grant monies, Crews explained. 

Family Services is a family and individual counsel
ing center located at 2128 Ave.Pin Galveston and also 
in the Appomattox Square offices across from the col
lege on Amburn Road. The center charges clients on a 
sliding scale basis. 

Crews puts together the fliers announcing the semi
nars, then places them all around campus one week prior 
to the seminars. The fliers contain the date, time and 
place, and the topic to be discussed and arc placed for 
convenience and privacy inside the stalls in the women's 
restrooms. 

l 
The last topic for the fall semester is Why Nobody 

Ever Listens To You set for Dec. 5. 
Five seminars arc scheduled for the spring: Jan. 23, 

Women and Self-Esteem; Feb. 6, Assertiveness Without 
Aggressiveness; Feb. 20, Anger and Depression; March 
26, Panic Attacks! Anxiety Attacks!!; and April 23, Ad-
dictions and Con;1p1Jlsions: . . , 

' For more informaiion con'tac't Crew~ at (409) 938-. . ·, -

1211, or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 470. 
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TASP test 

Required state exam 
tests basic knowledge 
BY BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Staff Reporter 

What is the Texas Academic Skills Program 
(T ASP)? It is an instructional testing program designed 
to ensure that students enrolled in public institutions of 
higher education in Texas have the reading, writing and 
mathmatical skills to pass college level courses. 

Who must take the T ASP? Any student entering or 
enrolled in any college, university or technical institute, 
either as a full- or part-time student pursuing an asso
ciate or baccalaureate degree program must take TASP. 

Others who must take the test, according to the Tex
as Higher Education Coordinating Board and the Texas 
Education Agency include; students entering a certificate 
program that contains nine or more credit hours, or the 
equivilent, of general education courses; and students 
transferring from outside Texas or from a private Texas 
college or university. 

The TASP test must be taken b_cfore any student 
completes 15 semester hours. Any student who docs not 
take the TASP, according to TEA and THECB cannot re
enroll in any courses other than non-credit remedial, de
velopmental or precollcgiate courses until the test has 
been taken and passed. · 

Who is exempt from taking the test? Both THECB 
and TEA say any student who has received at least three 
credit hours of college-level work before fall 1989'. Also 
exempt are students who are not teacher education candi
dates, or blind or deaf students who are not teacher educa
tion candidates. 

Beginning Sept. I, students who arc deaf or blind 
and who are entering a Texas public college or university 
for the first time will no longer be exempt from taking 
the T ASP, according to THECB AND TEA. 

The test is designed so students will be able to 
complete all three of its sections in four hours; however, 
one extra hour is provided if needed. 

The test is divided into three sections: reading, writ
ing and mathmatics. 

The reading section contains approximately 10 to 12 
reading selections of 300 to 700 words which have sub
jects similar to those in textbooks and manuals. There 
are approximately 40 to 50 multiple choice questions 

following the readings. 
The writing has two parts: a multiple choice test 

and an essay. The multiple choice has 40 questions and 
the essay must have 300 to 600 words. 

The math has 50 multiple choice questions covering 
three general areas: fundamental mathmatics, geometry 
and algebra. Calculators may not be used. 

If a student docs not pass all three parts of the test 
he must take remedial, non -credit courses until he can 
pass that part of the test he failed. The student needs to 
retake any part he failed. 

Study guides arc available in the college bookstor~ 
for $12.50. However, the library has copies that can be 
checked out for one week. 

The T ASP test is given seven times throughout the 
school year. Students needing to take the test must be 
registered one month prior to the test date. 

Rcgistation is on a first-come-first served basis. The 
cost of the test is $26. The fee for late registration is an 
additional $20, and the fee for changing the date or loc
tion also is an additional $15. Do not send cash, only 
checks and money orders arc accepted. 

You must arrive before 8 a.m. on the day of the test 
and have a picture ID. 

For additional information about the TASP, contact 
your advisor or read a T ASP Test Registration Bulletin. 
Bulletins may be found in the Counseling Center located 
in tbc)~t.up~t (:~ot.o,: ~md,i~-v.artou~ other b1,1ildings. ,Or ."· 
you can call ~he Natlonal Ev,aluatiQns Systems Inc. in 
Austin, Tcxi,is.,.at (512) ?29-074_3. 
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COM-ville Kids. • • 

COM Child Care Laboratory Coordinator Katie Best 
Butler wears a smile that shows how much she enjoys 
the children whose care and activities she oversees. 

Christopher Hilton, 3, stands in front of posters 
showing modes of transportation, such as boats. 

Text and 
Photos by 

Amanda 
McNown 

Candace Davis, 3 

"Children: our inveslment in the future," reads a 
poster found in the hallway of the College of the Main
land day care center also known as COM-ville. 

The day care, located in the back of the Technical 
Educational Building, is unique in that it is not only a 
place for children, but also a laboratory for students 
taking child development courses at COM. Whal better 
way to learn about children than hands-on experience? 
Katie Best Butler, the coordinator for the Child Care 
Laboratory, seems proud of the results and has reason to 
be. 

The rooms arc divided by colors, such as the Green· 
Room, the Yellow Room, the Red Room, the Blue 
Room and the Rainbow Room. Each color represents a 
different age group of children. The ages of the children 
range from 6 weeks to pre-Kindergarten. 

COM-ville's teaching philosophy is "teach through 
play," Butler explains. Teaching through play includes 
letting children dress up as doctors, cowboys, cheerlead
ers or firemen. The children are also taught reading, 
writing, math, arts and music through play. 

"The kids are so cute, you can't help but love them 
and want to teach Lhem," professes Butler. 

Another example of Leaching through play allows 
Lhe children Lo play with models of microscopes and ob
serve what the pct animals in their rooms do. Pets in
clude hamsters and birds. 

Each week the sludent helpers think of a theme for 
the children to study. For instance, when the theme was 
transporLaLion, a tub filled with water was placed in 
Lhe Red Room, so Lhey could see how boats and ships 
travel on water. The helpers and teachers encouraged the 
children to bring cutouts from magazines and books 
showing boats and ships. They also studied cars, buses, 
rocket ships and airplanes, and brought cutouts of these. 
This allowed the children to see what different types of 
transportation there arc. 

Every room has its own special place in which Lhc 
children can read books. Some reading nooks arc boxes 
stuffed with pillows for comfort, and some are just a 
designated place in the comer or on the other end of the 

room. Whatever the setup, the message is the same: 
Reading is fun! 

The student helpers have a lot to do with the day 
carc's success. They seem Lo be dedicated to the teaching 
of children and have enormous amounts of patience. 
When Laurie McMillen, student helper in the Red 
Room th is semester, was asked what she hoped to ac-

Day care teacher Rhoda Poe, far right, helps Katherine Ferrell, 3, with her Halloween costume as Emily Chen, 3, far left, and Anntoinette Holt, 3, 
look on. Teachers and student helpers took the children trick or treating around the COM campus Oct. 31. 

complish through the child development lab, she stated: 
"I'm going to be an elementary school teacher. I want to 
transfer to the University of Houston after my time 
here. The experience with the children and different 
teachers has helped me learn a lot from all of them." 

The day care is not for everyone because its primary 
goal is to be a lab that provides a teaching environment 
for child development and nursing students. Its second 
goal is that it is a day care center dedicated to the devel
opment of children. 

"The first options of enrollment go to full-time 
students of COM, then to the employees of COM and 
then to the community," Buller explains. 

COM-ville is well organized and structured, 
which is imporLant for the children in today's hectic so
ciety. It offers students who are interested in the devel
opment of children a unique way to learn. 

COM-ville is open four and a half days , Monday 
through Thursday from 7:45 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Fri
days from 7:45 a .m. to noon. COM-ville charges a $10 
registration fee due at the beginning of each semester, a 
$45 weekly fee for in-district chidren of people in the 
tax district and $55 for out-of-d istrict chi ldren. 

Sonia Robinson, 2, seems preoccupied as she drinks her 
milk. 

lnterCOM. Novmeber 1991. Page 7 

learn through play 

Anntoinette Holt, 3, on left, and Ashley Deleon, 3, wait 
to go trick or treating on Halloween. 

Lee Neuman, 3 

Bryce Hower, 17 months 

Nursing student Val Bland works with Charlie Br own, 4, far left, and C hristopher Hilton, 3, center. 

Christian.Montoya, 2, Matthew Rallins, 2, Samantha Gilliam, 2, Kathryn Conway, 2, Megan Brown, 2, and Austin 
Fails, 20 months, eat lunch in the Blue Room. · 
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Sports/Recreation 

A 3 on 3 basketball tournament was held Oct. 24 to determine who would play in the GCIC Sports Day on Nov. 7 
which was held at COM. The first place team was, from left, front row: Robert Biggers, I. Yory Lee, Richie Kuebler, 
Frank Henderson. Second place team: back row, Andre Derouen, Ken Alexander, Rapheal Foy, Michael Curry. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 

A basketball shootout was held on Sept. 26. The first place team, from left, Marc Huerta and Troy West shot 139 
baskets. The second place team, Raphael Foy and Michael Curry shot 119 baskets. The third place team, not 
pictured, Henry Robinson and Jason Hubbard shot 99 baskets. Kathy Harper with the Students Activities Board 
presented the awards and assisted with the tournament. ( Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Turkey Trot motive to 'get in shape' 
College of the Mainland is hosting a Texas Turkey 

Trot-Fun Run/Walk on Nov. 23 at 8:45 a.m. 
The event will begin outside the COM gymnasium. 

It will be open to both students and the public. Free T
shirts will be given to people signed up by Nov. 15. Af
ter Nov. 15 deadline there can be no guarantee of a T-
shirt. ' ' ·, ·' , , ' , , , •· , 

The eve~~ will be 1/4-mile, I-mile; 3 mil;s ~d 6 
miles long. Contestants, will be able t~ ·run, w~llc ,br jog, 

whichever they prefer. The cost will be $7 for the 1/4 
mile and $10 for the others. 

Turkeys and other prizes will be given away by 
drawings. -, 

"This is all for fun," said Maryann Urick, COM 
Recreation director. "It's just another way to encourage 
people to be fit." , 

For more information call the gym at (409) 938-
1211 or (713) 280-399-1, Ext, 422, or Urick at.Ext 418. , 

Get physically fit: 
upcoming activities 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's Physical Education De
partment has many upcoming activities planned in the 
months of November and December. The events planned 
are usually free to the COM student body, but there may 
be some exceptions. Non-students pay a $3 fee for most 
activities. 

12- Pickleball Tournament, gym, 4:30 p.m 
23- Turkey Trot Fun Run/Walk, 8:45 a.m., 1/4 

mile(children) $7;1-,3- and 6- mile, $10. Fees 
include T-shirt. 

28- Outdoor Club Canoe and Backpack trip to Big 
Bend, 6 p.m.,$80, sign up in gym 

Dec. 2 - College Christmas tree put up in Student 
Center 

2 - Sign up deadline for the raquetball tournament 
3 - 3-on-3 volleyball tournament open to all divi 

sions 
4 - Outdoor Club Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
5 - Final game for A, B and C volleyball leagues 

6:00 p.m. 
6 and 7 - free movie Terminator ll, 7:00 p.m. 
6 and 7 - raquetball tournament, 7:00 p.m. 

10 - Christmas Party and tree giveaway, Student 
Center, college hour 

12- Final game of AB volleyball league, gym, 
7:00p.m. 

For more details about upcoming events, contact 
Maryann Urick at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991 , 
Ext. 422. 

The winners of the Oct 22 table tennis tourna
ment who represented COM in the GCIC Sports 
Day on Nov. 7 were, from left, first place: Son 
Nguyen, second place: Thach Nguyen. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 



Recycle: Keep our 
environment healthy 
By MELLISSA WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the second of a three-part ser
ies on the environment. The next installment will deal 
with the greenhouse effect. 

Recycling is sometimes considered an at-home ac
tivity. As a surprisingly general rule, however, people at 
work do not automatically think to rinse and save alumi
num cans or to throw used office paper into a recycling 
bin rather than the trash can. 

As John Javna, founder of the Earth Works Group 
and the author of 50 Simple Things Your Business Can 
Do to Save the Earth , said, "The amount of time we 
spend at work is considerable; it really represents a large 
part of our energy and effort. If we pretend only our time 
at home counts, then we're lying to ourselves." 

The recycling options in the workplace are endless. 
They include everything from recycling office supplies 
and soda cans to simply choosing recycled materials 
above virgin ones, beginning with recycled coffee filters 
and ending with paperweights made of recycled plastic. 

Office supplies that can be recycled include high
grade (white and computer) and low-grade (newsprint and 
colored) paper. Paper bins can either be located at each 
employees desk or in a central location within the indi
vidual office or building. The paper can then be either 
donated to local recycling centers or, as a more lucrative 
option, sold to commercial recyclers. 

In years past, major recycling services were awkward 
and expensive, if at all available for the smaller (as com
pared to, say, J;>roctor and Gamble) businesses. Today's 
breed of eco-conscious citizens, however, has created the 
need for such services and, as in any capitalistic econo
my, if a need exists, someone or something will inevita
bly arise to fill that need. Local areas are not untouclted 
by this phenomenon. 

COM is currently supporting a recycling program. 
The initial steps for implementing the program began at 
last fall's convocation when COM President Larry T. 

Stanley ordered an environmental audit. This entailed a 
serious evaluation of COM's programs and intensive 
analysis of the school's standards regarding environmen
tal practices. 

The volunteer committee of 13 members of COM's 
staff that conducted the audit were "searching for a way 
in which COM could quickly make a dramatic impact in 
the obvious areas," said Bob Young, an economics in
structor and a member of the committee, "Paper is the 
area the committee chose because the school uses abso
lutely phenomenal amounts of it." 

The committee then had a representative of a new La 
Marque corporation called Office Recyclers Inc., Nancy 
Mitchell, explain what her company could do for the 
school. She impressed school officials and the recycling 
program began. Due to monetary and policy adjustment 
problems, the plan did not really take effect until the 
first summer semester, so the school is not quite sure of 
the monetary profit involved, Young explained. The 

profit to the planet, though, is immeasureable. 
Further COM recycling plans include recycling sty

rofoam. Plans are currently being made with a Freeport 
company named Vandaveer & Sons in which "the Styro
foam will be ..:ompressed to a very small fraction of its 
original size, then shipped to Waxahatchie, Texas, where 
it will be transformed into small plastic pellets used to 
make durable plastic products," Young said 

CO M's efforts in the area of recycling are valiant, as 
are the policies that are beginning to become more wide
spread throughout the business world. Howevet, all of 
the practical recycling information in the world will not 
make a difference unless individual involvement in the 
welfare of.the E~ ~_9.mes a pers?nal manda~, , .• 

If the grandchiJdren 9f µxtay;s.tollege students ar~tq-~ 
have a healthy planet upor:i- }\'.bi_<;~ to live, recycling can-~ 
not be merely an.opuofi. '' 
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Halloween Carnival brings all kinds 

COM Student Activities members John Griffin, on left, and Steven Rivas, on right, dressed as women for the 
Halloween Carnival held in the COM gym Oct. 26. In the center, Buffy Sena sports a devilish costume. Grif'f"m 
and Rivas conducted the ring t~ game at the carnival. (Photo ~y Maryann Urick) 

Citizens Against Crime Seminar 

Audience learns safety tactics 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Staff Reporter 

Every two seconds a crime is committed, according 
to the FBI Uniform Crime ReporL published in 1989. In 
an effort to combat crime, a Citizens Against Crime 
Seminar was presented Oct. 15 by the College of the 
Mainland Police Department as a community service. 

Guest speaker Kelly Armbruster, introduced by 
COM police officer Jeanette Swindell, focused on how 
to prevent burglaries, rapes and muggings. 

Armbruster, a personal safety crime prevention con
sultant, suggested installing high quality deadbolt locks 
on all doors and auxiliary locks on all windows to slow 
a burglar down. She also suggested connecting inside 
lights to automatic timers and outside lights to photoe
lectric cells to light the house when no one is at home. 
She also recommended displaying warning signs about 
security systems or guard dogs, whether one has them or 
not. 

To escape a potential rapist, Armbruster told the au
dience, composed mostly of women, they should trust 
their instincts. A rapist counts on his victim's fear and 
panic, she told them; therefore, they should outsmart 
him by having a plan. A woman should scream and run 
if possible or fight back. If one thing doesn't work try 
another. Fight smart and try to incapacitate him, she 
said. 

Armbruster demonstrated two tactics of fighting 
back. She showed how to gouge an attacker's eyes out 
by placing one's hands at each side of his face and press
ing the thumbs straight back into his eyeballs. Second, 
when he exposes himself, she said grab his testicles and 
jerk down as hard as you can. 

The speaker also gave tips on how to deter a mug
ger. Always have your keys in your hand before you 
walk out to your car. Look around, under and inside your 
car as you approach it; then be sure to look all · your -' 
doots immediately. Have.a'~all Police sign 1n o\.lr glove 
compartmenr for·emergencies\lshe urged: · ', · -

For those who walk or jog for exercise, Armbruster 
suggested using the buddy system and changing routes 
frequently. If you are confronted, she said scream fire Lo 
attrack attention. Then if possible run toward lights and 
people to put distance between you and the mugger. If he 
makes physical contact, stay calm and ask, "What do 
you want?" If he wants money or jewelry, give iL to 
him. Never turn a property crime into a violent cr.imc, 
she warned. 

The final topics Armbruster discussed were the im
portance of personal safety and safe weapon selection. 
She stressed selecting weapons suited to one's training 
and expertise, and weapons that is easily accessible in 
one's home or car. 

Know how to use your weapon because il can be 
turned against you by the criminal, Armbruster stated. 
Never supply the criminal with something that could 
kill or injure you or a loved one. A smart choice is tear 
gas. 

All tear gas sprays arc not Lhe same, the speaker 
warned. Be sure that it can spray from 6 to 8 feet in a 
straight blast, contains capcicum as well as an ultravio
let dye for police identification and that it can incapaci
tate the criminal. 

Armbruster, who demonstrated samples of tear gas 
to show how powerful they arc, sprayed some into a sty
rofoam cup. The cup mclled. 

She also showed safely packages which can be or
dered from local Citizens Against Crime offices in the 
community. To order packages call (713) 933-1300. 

Before beginning her presentation, Armbruster gave 
Swindell a small gold pendant in the shape of handcuffs 
in appreciation of Swindcll's efforts to bring the program 
to COM. 
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Campus Life 
COM students perform with Strange Daze band 

Strange Daze singer and guitarist Charlie Rollo 

BY KIM MITCHELL 

Staff Reporter 

What if your 10-year-old child came up to you and 
said, "Mommy, Daddy, I wanna be a rock star." 

"Oh no," you might think, "not the most dreadful 
occupation in the world." You might then feverishly try 
to talk him out of it. But what if he stood his ground? 

That's exactly what happened with Charlie Rollo, 
lead singer of a local band, Strange Daze, and Ken Valen
tino, guitarist of Strange Daze. Both told r.heir parents 
about their career choices when they were quite young. 
Rollo's parents were the first to support him, but Valen-

tino wasn't so lucky. His parents only began to support 
him after they realized he was serious. 

Both guys had memorable first times playing in 
front of an audience. Rollo's first time to perform was 
in a bar in Santa Fe. "It was embarrassing, but it gave 
me the thirst for performing. It was my first time in 
front of people and they were all drunk," Rollo said. 

Valentino's first performance was at the tender age 
of 6. He performed in front of his mom and dad with his 
mom's French horn. "I couldn't really play. I just 
hummed through it," Valentino stated. 

Both had different musical influences. Valentino's 
were the Beatles, AC/DC and Pat Methey. Rollo's were 
Jimi Hendrix, Stevie Ray Vaughn and Lynard Skynard. 
As a result they play an assortment of different music. 
As Rollo explains, "The songs are about being an aver
age guy." One, however, is about a more personal exper
ience - a friend's overdose. 

Valentino's musical ideas are a little different from 
Rollo's in the sense that he tries to write about philo
sophical ideas. The music therefore is a mix of blues, 
rock and progressive. 

There is a down side to the music scene, however -
little money. Rollo describes himself as a starving musi
cian. "Having money would be nice," Rollo said, so 
when he becomes famous, he plans to pay off the note 
on his parents' house. 

Valentino describes his life as a musician as ade
quate, even though he has no social life. If and when 
they sign a record deal, he plans to buy a house with a 
recording studio. 

Both young men are music majors and attend Col
lege of the Mainland on scholarships. Valentino takes 

performance guitar.jazz ensemble and philosophy while 
Rollo is taking choir and getting his basics out of the 
way. Both chose COM for its closeness to their homes 
and the fact that they could stay with the band. 

The other members of Strange Daze include J. Riv
era on bass and Kevin Patterson on drums. 

If the unfortunate happens and this band doesn't be
come famous, Valentino would like to go to Berkley 
College of Music in Boston, Mass., and study to be
come a music teacher. He already gives guitar lessons to 

a few people, including a bliI1d student. 
Rollo on the other hand, believes that if the band 

doesn't make it, he'll just become a bum and play in 
cheap hole-in-the-wall places. 

COM singers honored with part in state festival 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Staff Reporter 

Nine College of the Mainland choral students were 
selected to participate in this year's Texas Junior College 

Choral Festival Oct. 16-18. 
After a strenuous period of auditions in the choral 

classes directed by COM's new choir director James Hef
fel, the students chosen to perform at the festival were 
sopranos Tonya Newell and Tracy Ross; altos Vickie 

COM choir students who participated in the state choral festival at Midland Community College, pause for photo. 
Back row from left: Curtis Martin, Chris DeMoii't, Abelardo Garza; second row from left: Jonathon Steele Jr., Heidi 

-Xulick, Vickie Fisher, Tonya Newell, Troy Teeter, frpnt row; T,r~cy ,Ross ~d vocal i11$tructor Jaqies Heffel. 
. . , .. , . , . . CPhoto by Jason Cantrell) 

Fisher and Heidi Kulick; tenors Chris Demont, Abelardo 
Garza and Troy Teter; and basses Curtis Martin and Jona
thon Steele Jr. 

The festival was held at Midland Community Col
lege, and junior colleges from all parts of Texas partici
pated in the events there. 

"We were really well represented at the festival," 
Heffel stated. "I was very pleased with my group's per
formances, and I believe they really benefitted greatly 
from this eYperience." 

According to Heffel the festival was a huge success 
and included more than 200 of the most advanced young 
singers in Texas. 

The festival concluded with a public performance, 
which drew an audience of roughly 150 to 200 people, 
and was conducted by Dr. Joseph Flummerfelt, director 
of Choral Activities at Westminster Choir College, 
Princeton, N .J. 

This is just one of the many activities Heffel has 
planned for the choral department this year. Later this se
mester one of COM's soloists, Curtis Martin, will per
form in an intercollegiate student recital at the central 
campus of Haus.ton Community College. 

Also the choral groups, COM Singers and Studio 
Singers, will give a holiday performance at COM for the 
general public. The show will include group performanc
es as well as soloists. It is planned for late November or 
early December. 

The COM Singers will participate in the Gulf Coast 
Intercollegiate Conference Choir Festival at North Harris 
Community College in March. As in the recent festival, 
this concert will be a mass choir composed of students 
from the Gulf Coast area. 

The Studio Singers also will perform at the GCIC 
Show Choir Festival in March. This festival w-'i.11 >stress 
·a combinatioh of choir, dance·and choreography. ' 



Music scholarship established 

A performing arts scholarship has been established at COM in memory of William Todd Hall of Santa Fe, 
a COM student and an outstanding saxophonist in the COM Jazz Band and Brass Ensemble until his untimely 
death last year. Hall's family contributed $5,000 to the College of the Mainland Foundation to establish the 
scholarship that will be awarded each year to a music major. COM President Larry T. Stanley, left, accepts 
the endowment check from Hall's mother and father, Bill and Karen Hall, as Hall's sister Lisa and Hall's 
music instructor, Sparky Koerner, look on. 
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CAVE: English help 
By CHERYL GRADY 
Staff Reporter 

There are not enough hours in the day to go on a 
wild hunt for English teachers who have found students' 
papers as targets for their grading pens. The College of 
the Mainland English department has recognized this 
problem and an alternative has been provided. 

Students can seek assistance with writing assign
ments at the CAVE (Center for Academic Vocational 
Enrichment). The CA VE is located upstairs on the sec
ond floor (mezzanine) of the library. English teachers are 
on hand at various scheduled times throughout the day 
and week. 

"The CA VE is run by a staff of English instructors 
who act as 'troubleshooters' for students who have prob
lems with writing and need to get some help," English 

instructor Brett Jarrett said. "It is also available for stu
dents who don't quite 'click' in class and have more ques
tions." 

Ouida Sanmann is at the desk Mondays and Wednes
days 9:30 to 10:50 a.m. Thomas Carter mans the desk 
Thursdays from 9:30 to 10:50 a.m. Brett Jarrett is avail
able Thursdays 9:30 to 10:50 a.m. Jo Ann Pevoto is 
available on Mondays 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. and Brenda 
Brown can be located in the CA VE on Fridays 9 to 
noon. A more detailed schedule is available at Suite C of 
the Learning Resource Center. 

The CA VE also is available for students whose first 
language is not English, and who need extra help. ESOL 
(English for Speakers of Other Languages) instructor 
Marylou Morrow will be glad to help. She is in the 
CAVE Tuesdays from 1:30 to 2:50 p.m. Morrow, in ad
dition to the other CA VE instructors, can also help with 
problems on English papers. 

· Students-take a stand against math department 
Continued from Page 1----------

Although positive aspects exist in the math lab sit
uation, the results have been less than commendable. · 

The statistics for the most recent Summer I and 
Summer II programs show that the math department, in 
comparison to other departments, has the lowest percent
age of classes completed with an A, B, or C, a below
average percentage of classes completed with an A, the 
largest failure rate and a slightly above average number 
of withdrawals. 

The recorded results of the entire history of COM's 
math department, which spans over 20 years, are similiar 
in nature to the statistics for the Summer I and Summer 
II programs. 

Students who have a weak background in mathemat
ics generally earn the low grades and need more direct in
struction. These students have many problems with the 
current lab situation and fall behind, eventually drop the 
class and then need to register for the class again. 

"I would like to see the lower-level mathematics 
courses not only as a lab course but also being taught in 
a classsroom situation," said Jay Roach, a student who 
has started a petition in favor of amending college policy 
in regard to the math lab situation. 

New math instructor Michael Judge stated, "I told 
the students that if they were unhappy that they need to 
band together to (make a) change." 

The petition Roach is circulating states that a choice 
of lecture courses for the lower-level math classes should 
be given. It has gained support from not only troubled 
math students, but also from COM math instructors and 
tutors, some of whom have signed the petition. 

"Through this petition, I would like to see the needs 
of all math studepts met, not only those particular stu
dents with good math backgrounds, but those returning 
to school after a long absence as well as those who were 
~o.t prepared for. coll~ge-le-.:el i;nath in high .school," 
~()9C~ . .-clded .. , . ·. ·., ',,t: ··.: . . •.··.: J., ·:.•' 

· · When Roach f}rst ~e\_V up the, pe_tition and before he 

began circulating it, students who had heard about it ap
proached him asking to sign it, Roach told lnterCOM. 

At the time this story went to press, 193 students 
had signed the petition which is still being circulated. 

The petition raises a few questions. Are all the needs 
of COM math students being met by the current meth
ods of instruction? Can the COM math department give 
a student a good base for mathematics learning? What 
type of changes are being suggested to improve the cur
rent dilemma? 

First, does the COM math department meet the 
needs of every student? 

Many students as well as faculty members say no 

"I'm devoting too much time to math," said COM stu
dent Chris Duncan. "I have three other classes that are 
suffering due to the time spent on 0300. 

"The fact that I'm enrolled in 0300 is evidence that I 

need instruction in math, not a lab without instruction," 
Duncan added. 

Dr. Ali Ravandi, COM math instructor, stated, "I 
would not advocate COM's math department as a good 
system to help students with a weak (math) back
ground." 

Considering the number of failures and withdrawals 
in conjunction with the opinion of Dr. Ravandi, one 
might answer the question of whether the math depart
ment provides students with a good base with a firm no. 

The two choices of courses being proposed for the 
math department are a combination class with both lec
ture and lab, or a class that is either only a lab or only a 
lecture class. 

By the time a person is in college, he knows what 
learning style is best for him. Being able t~ choose from 
several options would allow a student to choose the 
learning environment best for him - the one in which he 
would excel. 

. 'Roach statecit he J>refers•A cbinbina'tio'ri'-class arid that 
this is the option outlined in the petition. 

"This combination choice I would prefer, and I think 
this is what will most likely happen," Dr. Ravandi stat
ed. "I think many people will agree with me on this is
sue." 

Dr. Don Bass, COM dean of Instruction and Stu
dent Development, said the combination course is a defi
nite possibility for the spring semester. 

One block to the implementation of these lecture
type and combination. classes is lack of funds. 

"There is no question the math department is being 
deprived of its need for resources," Dr. Ravandi said. "It 
is really bad. We are being ignored heavily. We have 
more contact hours than any other department but don't 
get enough attention in expenses." 

Because no decision has been made about a change 
in math classes, no figures are available as to the finan
cial burden of implementing the new courses. However, 
student and instructor unrest may soon force the adoption 
of new lower-level courses in the math department 

AIDS group changes name 
Community Care For AIDS, Inc. has changed its 

name to the AIDS Coalition of Coastal Texas, Inc. The 
organization has moved to 1419 Tremont Street, also 
known as 23rd Street, in Galveston. 

,~,,~:If g,,~jf ;,~~ti~,~!; 
r ~~l~~ll~~f::;:{~l-ti;;;;..•·• - ........ -----........ --. 

~,111~~~' 
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What's Happening 

The Student Activities Board offered three student survival workshops during October. The topics were "How to 
survive giving a speech," Roger Stallings; "Time management," Dotti Jones; and "Secrets to effective note and 
test taking," Sandra Evans. SAB members who helped with the workshops are from left, Felicia Escobar, Candace 
Lehew, Kathy Harper, Andrea Medellin, Carol Bower, Stallings, Jim Erwin, Betty Day, Tricia Bocco, John Griffin, 
Ormond James and Jan Gomez. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Pathways promotes higher learning 
Continued from Page 1-----------

The mainland section of Pathways is sponsored by 

COM and the Optimist clubs in Dickinson and La 
Marque. The purpose of Pathways is to emphasize to 
students, parents and the community the importance and 
need for education beyond high school. This is accom
plished through workshop programs that promote post
secondary education and introduce successful role models 
Lo help students realize their potentials for success. 

"The workshops are structured and tailored to fit a 
particular district," said Collins, COM assistant to the 
president and Office of Equal Education Opportunity. 
"Each representative's program looks different in its rep
resentation, but they virtually give the same message." 

Approaching the children at an early age is only one 
of Collins' techniques. She also makes sure to include 
prominent and successful women as role models in an at
tempt to reach middle school girls. 

"To better organize the speakers for all of our work
shops, I tried to look at having a good balance in gender 
as well as a variety of different backgrounds," Collins 
said. 

Collins stated that Pathways was inaugurated in 
1988 and headed by Dr. Warren T. Dodson, coordinator 
of COM's counceling center. 

When Collins arrived at COM fall 1988, she was 
appointed to Pathways. 

The first workshop COM sponsored was a Career 

and Education Day at Bayou Road Elementary School in 
La Marque May 1989. The panel was composed of an ar
chitect, an attorney, a computer salesman and a Marine 
Corps sergeant. COM President Larry L. Stanley also 
was there and the La Marque High School cheerleaders 
pcrfonned. 

A Welcome-Back-to-School workshop was held 
September 1989 at La Marque Junior High School and 
featured speaker Jimmy Cabrera, former president of the 
National Speakers Association-Houston Chapter. 

The most recent workshops were held throughout 
the day Sept. 25 - Career and Education Day - for sixth 
graders at Bayou Road Elementary in La Marque, seventh 
and eighth-graders at McAdams Junior High School in 
Dickinson and sixth-graders at Stewart Elementary 
School in Hitchcock. The workshop also was presented 
at La Marque High School. 

The workshops focused on introducing students to 
people working in the criminal justice system. Local 
judges, lawyers, police officers and probation officers 
spoke at the different schools. 

COM campus Chief of Police Howard Miller was 
on La Marque High School's panel while COM campus 
police members Jeanette Swindell and Jose Villarreal 
were on panels at Stewart Elementary and Bayou Road 
Eelementary schools respectively. 

COM Board of Trustee members Jim Butler and 
Benny Matthews were on panels at McAdams Junior 
High and La Marque High schools respectively. 

Holiday special,Rainmaker, opens Nov.14 
College of the Mainland Arena Theatre's holiday 

special The Rainmaker will run from Nov. 14 to Dec. 
15, but will not be shown Thanksgiving night or 
Thanksgiving weekend. 

COM Adult Basic Education coordinator Becky 
Jones plays the role of Lizzie while Brink Miller plays 
her father, H.C. Jon Posey and Mark Jennes play Liz
zie's brothers Noah and lim . .Rounding out the cast are 
Tommy Baird as Starbuck, Bryan Bound as File and K. 
Ball Withers as the sheriff. The play is directed by Asso-

ciate Director Reggie Schwander. 
A special preview of the play was held Nov. 7. 
A dress rehearsflJ is slated for Tuesday, Nov. 12, and 

another free preview will be available to COM faculty, 
staff and students Wednesday, Nov. 13. Both free shows 
will begin at 8 p.m. 

Showtimes are Thursdays, Fridays and Satrudays, at 
8 p.m., with matinees. on Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 

Fori ticket information contact Toppy Swaim at 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 345. 

Holiday Dance set 
at Blisters Nov. 23 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
StafT Reporter 

College of the Mainland's Holiday Dance, set for 
Nov. 23, has a new location this year: Blisters, near Ste
wart Beach. 

For the past several years College of the Mainland 
and Galveston College have cohosted a dance each se
mester. However, due Lo unforeseen difficulties, Galves
ton College will not cohosl the dance this fall, Maryann 
Urick, Student Activities Board sponsor, said. 

Without Galveston College to help fund the dance, 
the San Luis Hotel, where the dance has traditionally 
been held, is out of the picture. The cost of Sl,500 to 
$1,700 is more. than the SAB can afford on its own, 
Urick stated. 

Blisters, a new club that opened Oct. 3, rents the 
bottom floor of their two-story building for dances and 
private parties. One of the drawing cards for having the 
dance at Blisters is that they will provide complimentary 
valet parking, Urick said. 

Tickets for the Holiday Dance may be obtained, at 
the front desk in the gym lobby, free to students with an 
I.D. and $2 to non-students if purchased early. Tickets 
for non-students are $4 at the door. Urick emphasized 
students must have an I.D., and everyone must have a 
ticket and a driver's license. 

Dress for the dance, which lasts from 8 p.m. to 1 
a.m., is casual to semi-formal. Refreshments will be 
served and a cash bar will be available for students with 
proper I.D. The SAB is in charge of decorating and pro
viding refreshments for the dance, as well as the enter
tainment, which this year will be a D.J., provided by 
Blisters. 

The Holiday Dance is geared for everyone. There 
will be Top 40's music, classic rock, "oldies" and coun
try and western. Everyone is encouraged to attend. 

Attendees who arrive obviously intoxicated will be 
asked to leave, Urick stated. Hand stamping will be 
available to those who need to leave but wish to return. 

For more information about the dance, contact Urick 
at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 418. 

New exhibit at gallery 
The College of the Mainland Art Gallery will 

present works by fiber artist Kay Johns and ceramicist 
Michel Conroy on Nov. 7. The artists will.present slide 
lectures of their works prior to the reception. Both the 
lectures and reception are free of charge. 1be exhibit runs 
through Dec. 13. 

COM Art Gallery hours are Monday through Friday 
at 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

UTMB: 100 years ·old 
The University of Texas Medical Branch at Galves

ton is the oldest health science center in the state of Tex
as. From a small teaching hospital with one building in 
1891, UTMB has expanded ro include four schools, two 
institutes and seven hospitals that admit more than 
26,000 patients annually and treat another 350,000 on an 
outpatient basis. The 23-member student body of 1891 
has grown to include 2,360 students in 1991 and it is es
timated that one in four doctors practicing in the state 
was trained at UTMB. With 64 acres, 72 major buildings 
and an annual budget of $438 million, UTMB is the 
fourth largest public employer in the Houston-Galveston 
area. 

C") Happy Thanksgiving 



December 
1991 

TIPA Award-winner 

A • S _ T U D E -N T •,, p-t.r:B -'C r· C :A T . I O N • A T • C O L L E G E • 0 F • T H E • M A I N L A N D 

Bass visits with students at complaint meeting 
By AMANDA McNOWN 
Staff Reporter 

"I hope to hear about real obstacles students have," 
stated Dr. Don Bass, dean of Instruction and Student De
velopment, the day before the Student Visit Session held 
Nov. 21 during College Hour in the learning Resource 
Center Auditorium. 

Dr. Bass said he is genuinely concerned about the 
problems students are having on College of the Main
land campus. He wants to hear what the students have to 
say, and what they feel is happing on campus. But he 
said, "I'm not interested in getting shot at ... I don't 
want COM to be perceived as an organization that does 
not pay attention to its problems." 

Twenty-one students came to the session to air their 

COM Dean of Instruction and Student Development Dr. Don Bass discusses information pamphlets on college 
transfer programs available in the Counseling Center during the Student Visit Session held Nov. 21. 

(Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

Holiday special hits COM stage 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's current production of The 
Rainmaker, directed by Reggie Schwander, transports the 
audience into a 1935 drought which leads a young wom
an to learn to love herself and someone else. The story is 
as much about one's faith in people as it is about a 

drought. 
The play is set in a small Kansas town during a 

1935 drought. H. C. Curry (Brink Miller), against the 
wishes of h~ older son, gives a con man $100 to make 
it rain within 24 hours. 

H. C.'s daughter Lizzie (Becky Jones) is a kind, 
quiet person who doesn't believe in her own beauty. It 

See Theater Page 11 

New math courses to be implemented 
By JASON CA.NTRELL 
Staff Reporter 

···::-.·. .. 
As an amendment to the current College of 

tbe Mainland ct.Uticu1am, the math department will 
offer five new lower:;level .math classes in lecture 
fonn for the upcoming spring semester. These 
classes are MA TH 0300 (Fundamentals of Math), 

MA TH 0310 (Elementary Algebra) and MA TH 
1312 (Intermediate Algtj)ra). 

These changes come as a direct result of com-
·. plaints not only by students but also by faculty 

members. The chan~s Also are an indirect result of ' 
the many signatures do~'petition that was circu- C 

lated for several weeks by COM students Pamela 

See Math Page 11 

complaints to Dean Bass, who called it a successful 
meeting. The deam listened attentively to each complaint 
and told students that he would do what he could to help 
them. 

Of the complaints aired, the most discussed were 
the problems with the math labs. Students informed 
Dean Bass that the lower lev~l math courses needed to 

See Bass Page 11 

Sexual assault 
occurs at COM 

By JASON CANTRELL 
Staff Reporter 

A sexual assault allegedly took place Oct. 10 in the 
College of the Mainland Technical Education Building 
and was reported to the COM Campus Police Oct. 22, 
according to Chief of Police Howard Miller. 

During a break in classes around 7:30 p.m. on Oct. 
10 the victim reported that the alleged attacker came into 
the snack bar in the Technical Education Building and 
suggested to her that he would like to have sexual con
tact with her. 

At around 8:30 p.m. that evening the victim and al- ' 
leged attacker went to a room in the same building where 
the alleged attacker reportedly turned off the lights and 
tried to force the victim into sexual acts. At this point, 
the victim kicked the man and ran out of the room. 

According to Chief Miller the investigation into 
this case turned out inconclusive and has been turned 
over to the Galveston County District Attourney's of
fice. At this time no charges have been filed by the vic
tim. 

See Sexual Page 11 

Thomas Beard and Jessica Calvello, as Starbuck and 
Lizzie, chat during a scene ii, The Rainmaker, COM's 
current theatrical production running through Dec.15. 
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OH . ., My ..• 

. . ,GOD! 

. . . 
Elevator problem beco~es. annoyin~ 

· · · . . difficulty tn. usmg the stairs. Even some of the preg~ 

.Kim 
Mitchell 

· · Have y9J fver. found yourself Starin~. at ~e 
closed elevatQt d001;s. saying 11lsn't tb~t .,dam thmg 

'~~~f:tif; 
sands of dol~ to pot in an elevatotin the !,¢arnmg 
Resource Ce1#tr that has a ten.dency to quit ~orki:ng 
when it's mosfneeded. ····· 

l myself nirely use the elevator. Th~e is a sign 
on the wall up;tairs 1hat basically says oot tOJi$e the 
elevator unleS$yOu really need to~ . . .·.··• .. ,... . 

Some J!eOI>l~ need this elevator, sucb · ~ . students 
in wheelcbau-s; people wiPI legjnjµne.i .~rH m9s~ 
w.ilh hood aii~respiratozy probltmJS. ThfYpjve great 
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oe. Vcuna. Sta&ll. 

nant women I've seer[ climb the stairs ate out o{ 
. bre?(-h l)y the tirp~ they ~h the top. . ···•· .... .· ..... · + . .• .ii 

. Spme peopl~ h11te ac:tuall'y found. themselv~ ······ 
stuck between. floors: Atex Pratt, chairman of the Di• 

· vision of Social Scit}nces, was one of those lucky 
people. He was $lock in the elevator for about IO 
minutes on the first day of the elevator ~ing in' op• 
eration .. - _, ~ * · -

Dr. Henry }>ope, dean of Co,llege and Financial 
Services said the U,S. Elevator · Company, wtto put 

· ,.,. ·in the elevatol and· has w be ~led to'fix it; Js still . 
ti'yillg «>.~etibe bu~s .out of the. system. 11~t &lfSt, JYA, 
had ·a . sejge bf problems,'.'. Dr; . !>ope. said<AJWJ?P-~.!)-. t 
lately. he mtys he basn't had complaints aoout .fbe ele.,· 
Vatot. Hopefu1:Wvmost Of the problems ar! worked 
out. 

Many students ate new to COM and aren't aw.are 
of thelibrarye!evator. It's located by Media,Servi~s 
on the .first floor. ... . . 

· l think it's µme COM did something with dµS et~ 
evator. Many J½,op.le are getting upset about COM 
spending LgQUS<lrtds.pf do1Iars ona piece of ma.chin- i 

ery tl;latdoesgJ~~llthe µme. ..,. 

Letter to the editor 
Dear Editor: 
There are many advantages and conveniences of hav

ing vending machines on the campus of College of the 
Mainland. 

There are a variety of vending machines, such as the 
coffee machine for the hard-to-wake-up student, soda ma
chines for the desire-to-drink-other-than-water student, 
and the snack machines for the student who needs that 
extra boost of energy. 

The vending machines are located in all the build
ings on campus for the students in a hurry to reach their 
next class. Also many students have a class during 
lunch, which makes the vending machines an advantage 
to have. The hungry student can just go by the vending 
machine, grab a bite to eat and a soda to drink during his 
noon-time class. 

The teachers make these vending machines attractive 
because they let the student enjoy coffee, sodas or snacks 
in the classroom. 

Sincerely, Stephanie Reed, Patty Perez, April 
McCulley, Angela Lester and Kioka Overshine 

Holiday get-togethers; 
everything's relative 

Rodney ... · 
Conley ~ 

Generally families are very important in our lives, 
and I truly thank "the big guy upstairs" for blessing me 
with one of the best. However, no matter how much you 
love and enjoy them, they can still do or say things that 
sometimes make you think you had been left on the 
doorstep. 

Think about it They are a bunch _of people that you 
have very little in common with except for maybe shar
ing the same bloodline, and if they were to publicly do 
some of the goofy things they do, you would swear they 
weren't related to you in the least. Still ... you love 
them anyway. 

My immediate family is pretty small. It's just my 
grandparents and I; though my two younger cousins of
ten come down to visit Before my mom had two more 
little ones, I was an only child for 15 years. But since 
they are ~y half brothers and don't live with me, I guess 
I'm technically half an only child. 

Most of the people I know have bigger immediate 
families and have lots of brothers and sisters. A lot of 
them say: "Hey, it's my brother. I can say anything I 
want to about him. But, if anyone else does ... " How
ever, they still fight more than Democrats and Republi
cans. 

There aren't many young relatives in my family. 
The majority are over 56 years old. The rest are either 
members of the "baby boom" generation or are wrapped 
up in the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle craze. 

When the holidays come, my entire family unites 
for a reunion feast, which leaves my younger cousins 
and me having to hold conversations with people whom 
we kind of know or don't know at all. 

One of the better things about my family is their 
amazing ability to cook. Given about three days, my 
grandmother, mother and her sister cook the main meal 
and whip up as many pies and cakes as their combined 
forces can accomplish. Other aunts and great-aunts then 
bring in the rest of the courses, while my second cousin 
goes all out to add to the dessert table. 

The bad thing is telling them I'm too full to eat any 
more without hurting their feelings. Saying, "No 
thanks, I'm stuffed. I don't think I'll have fourths," is 
one of the most offensive insults a person could give. 

While we e,; t and afterward, my family sits around 
laughing and reminiscing about the family members 
who have passed on, or they share tall tales about the old 
clays. 

To hear them tell it, they didn't have anything in 
those days. They look at the younger crowd and say 
things like: "What is this Nintendo? We had to work in 
our day. And we had no fancy McDonald's to go to. 
You had ,to dip an old rag in a can of syrup if you had 
any. Then keep it in your pocket ail day, if you had a 
pocket, and then suck on it when you were hungry." 

There are only a few of the older crowd who are any
thing like I am. Two of my uncles have never grown up. 
One of them even has a birthday on April 1. They spend 
the majority of their time being mischievious and trying 
their best to get me into trouble. 

When my mom and I get together we act terribly 
silly and see who can crack up the other more. Normal
ly, I beat her out. 

Simply put, it really doesn't matter if you have a 
small unit or a huge Kennedy-esque clan. No matter how 
much they pester, agitate and embarrass you, they still 
remain yours. 



COM Introduction to Business students, Stephanie 
Brown, Bryn Williams and Juanice Hawkins discuss 
the problems involved with their food selling project 
being cancelled. They were allowed to finish selling all 
the brownies they had made. 

(Photo by Belinda Williams) 

Family traditions 
enhance holidays 

. •::, 

Amanda }· 
MeNown t·· 

I have always loved this time of year. For me, the 
changing leaves and seasons meant the holidays were 
coming. And holidays meant family get-togethers. 

Some people don't like family get-togethers, but I 
have always cherished them. People I couldn't always see 
made time to come to our house for the holidays, and we 
would all spend time talking and reliving old memories. 
It was a time to relax and let everything go. 

Mom would always prepare a meal that we couldn't 
help but overeat. And Dad would carve the turkey to per
fection. We would have a blessing to thank God for al
lowing the family to be together, and for the food we 
were able to have unlike some families. Then everyone 
would sit d0wn and rave about how great Mom's stuffing 
was and ask for her recipe. 

Just as everyone would start to eat, the phone would 
ring and it would be my granddaddy calling to wish us alt 
a Happy Thanksgiving or a Merry Christmas. I always 
knew that when the phone rang, it was him. He was not 
able to be with us because he was not able to travel, but 
he always called. My brother and I would be so excited 
and would wait until dad finally got through, so we could 
tell Granddaddy what all was going on. Then we would 
tell him we loved him and say goodbye and go to warm 
our food back up in the microwave. 

That was always the highlight of our holiday meals: 
Granddaddy calling. 

This year, the changes in the seasons mean some
thing different to me. This year, I am starting my own 
family and my parents are going to be the grandparents. 
My husband will be a daddy and I will be the mommy. 
And this year, my granddad will not be calling us as we 
sit down to dinner. He died recently, and it will be hard 
not anticipating the phone ringing. But with each life 
that passes away, a new one comes into being. And I 
know that my child will have the same joys with its 
Granddaddy as I had with mine. After all Dad, you and 
Granddaddy are just the same. 

All these memories of my family during the holidays 
are locked into my heart. They are all very special to me, 
and I am anxious for the ones to come. 
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Business food project discontinued 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Staff Reporter 

Recently a group of College of the Mainland busi
ness students became outraged because a required project 
they were working on was suddenly canceled. 

The group members of the Introduction to Business 
class called themselves The Brownie Bash. They had 
been selling brownies in the lounge of the Technical Ed
ucation Building for just a few hours when they received 
the news of the cancellation. Accordingly, their anger 
stemmed from what they thought was bad timing on the 
part of whoever stopped the project. 

Dr. Henry Pope, COM dean of College and Finan
cial Services, received a call from anot.~er organization 
on campus asking why he gave the students selling 
brownies permission to sell when they had been turned 
down in the past. "I didn't give them permission; I 
didn't know they were selling," Dr. Pope explained. 

Dr. Pope then called the business department and 
spoke to Gordon Sutter, the instructor for the class, and 
told Sutter the class could not continue to sell food on 
campus because of a contract COM has with a food ser
vice company. He also said that he told Sutter that the 
students would have to come up with something differ
ent 

"They could have informed us before we spent a lot 
of time and money out of our own pockets on this pro
ject; it isn't fair," insisted Stephanie Brown, president of 
the Brownie Bash. Juanice Hawkins, secretary, said, "It 
could have been handled differently." 

Brown said the project was very important to them 
and they just wanted to know why they had to stop 
working on their project. "Without this project we will 
not pass the course. Where will money for the scholar
ship come from now?" 

Sutter said: "I was disappointed because I have nev
er seen such excitement like I see in those people when 
they get going. They just have a good time and it is a 

part of the course. 
"Last year I had a woman tell me this is one of few 

projects that she's had to do in college that she felt she 
really knew what she was doing and could do well," Sut
ter emphasized. 

One of the requirements for the course is to develop 
a product, go through all of the business steps, such as 
marketing and selling, and then drawing up a formal re
port on their progress. Any money made from sales pays 
back what the students invested and any profit goes to
ward a business scholarship fund. 

The students are required to come up with some 
product. It does not have to be food although the project 
is called The Great Cookie Caper. In the past students 
sold pencils. This project is one-third of their grade, Sut
ter explained. 

The project as a whole was not canceled, only the 
sale of food. 

In the past food services have lost money, but the 
service now is doing well, Dr. Pope said. They give a 
percentage of the sales back to the college. That goes to
ward short term loans, helps out clubs and organizations, 
student scholarships and has many other benefits as 
well." 

"I understand that the business division's purposes 
are for scholarships and as a class project to demonstrate 
that they can run a profitable business,'' Dr. Pope ex
plained. "My request was to find another way to do busi
ness on campus because I can't satisfy all the requests 
out there and then give permission to do it." 

He explained that it was not his intention to create 
an uprising. However, trying to manage the food service 
contract and fulfilling the desires of the people on cam
pus is his goal, he emphasized. 

Since the "uprising," Sutter has rethought the Great 
Cookie Caper program and has come up with a whole_ 
new strategy that will not involve food. The project will 
have a new name next semester, Sutter said. At the 
present he is still discussing ideas for projects with the 
other business instructors. 

l):y no;Velresolution tor New¥ear 
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-
COM students Liz Lyra and Anita Bosak sit at a picnic table outside the Learning Resource Center while studying 
between classes. (Photo by Belinda Williams) 
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Criminal _justice instructor Howie Katz reviews his students' techniques of dusting for fingerprints after he gave a 
presentation on the subject. (Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

Law enforcement offere.d at COM 
BY CHERYL GRADY 
Staff Reporter 

"There are four kinds of people who enroll in the 
criminal justice department classes," said Howie Katz, 
College of the Mainland criminal justice instructor. 
"People who are planning careers as probation or parole 
officers, police officers, lawyers and people who are just 
curious. 

"The criminal justice department was established in 
1970 and has much to offer individuals who are inter
ested in law or law-related fields," Katz said. 

The department offers three two-year programs 
which includes a degree that focuses on specific criminal 

In the criminal justice department's criminal investi
gations class, students leam how to make plaster casts of 
footprints and tire impressions. They also learn how to 
develop and lift latent (hidden) fingerprints, Katz said. 

"Students are also able to improvise crime scenes 
which they will have to sketch and draw," he added. 

The criminal justice department also uses part-time 
instructors who are well established in the law enforce
ment community. They include Kathy Boone, Galveston 
County Adult Probation Department; Gean Leonard, 
chief deputy of the Galveston County Sheriffs Depart
ment; and Jerry Purdon, chief of police in Texas City. 

The department has been through some changes 
over the years. The state has changed the department's 

courses. curriculum by eliminating and adding courses. 
Katz is the head of the criminal justice _department The ratio of men to women enrolling in the course 

and has been associated with it since the department was has also changed, Katz noted. 
founded. He has 13 year's experience as a police officer, "The department seems to have more women enrol-
half of which he spent with narcotic enforcement. His ling in the courses due to the growing opportunities in 
solid background in law enforcement is a definite advan- probation, parole and police officer careers." 
tage to criminal justice students as well as the criminal Katz added that the age group that enrolls in the de-
justice department. partment is widespread "from age 17 to anywhere in the 

"I was on the Galveston Beach Patrol when it was late 40s." 
under the police department," Katz stated. "The chief re- Law enforcement-related careers often provoke nega-
cruited me for their department. I loved being a police of- tive attitudes toward law officials. The class tries to deal 
ficer." ·th h bl w1 sue pro ems as offensive language, prejudice, 

COM's criminal justice department offers a number bigotry and stereotyping. The department recognizes this 
of field projects to allow students to get a taste of what and has a course that deals with such racial related prob-
law enforcement-related careers are like. For example, in lems. However, this course is not required to obtain a de-. 
the Introduction to Criminal Justice course, students gree. 
may visit court trials, drug rehabilitation centers and pro- "In the future I hope to see the state revert to a man-
bation offices. The department also offers students the dated human relations course," Katz said. 
opportunity to ride along with officers in the Houston Katz takes pride in the department's success as well 
Police Department. as the success of his students. 

Gary Williamson, who is enrolled in the introducto- "Our program is progressive and we believe in a hu-
ry course, plans to be a police officer. He already has had mane approach to criminal justice," he said. "A number 
the opportunity to ride in a squad car with an officer of people have gone on to be successful in tl}eir careers 
from HPD. with a number of them becoming chiefs of police. 

"It was very exciting," Williamson stated. "There js "I am very proud of my students because they learn 
so muc~ violence o? the street~, and I had the opportuni- to be proud of their country and to be tolerant of people 
ty to witness how 1t actually 1s out there on the streets I who are different from them." 
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Greenhouse effect 
threatens environment 
By MELLISSA WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

EDITOR'S NOTE: This article is the conclusion of a 
three-part series dealing with the environment. 

WARNING: Your hair spray (refrigerator, 
air conditioner, paint tliia.ner, etc.) and auto
mobile (gas heater, barbecue pit etc.) may 
help cause your childrens' skin cancer and de
struction of entire coastal regions. 

Lawmakers require that cigarrette, alcohol and artifi
cial sweetener manufacturerers label their products in 
such a manner as to warn consumers of their biochemi
cal hazards. Maybe a warning label is in order for the 
gasses that cause a nasty situation scientists call ozone 
depletion and its nasty second cousin, global warming. 

In laymen's terms, the ozone layer is the portion of 
the Earth's atmosphere that blocks most of the sun's can
cer-causing ultra-violet radiation from the planet's sur
face. Located in the uppermost reaches of the atmos
phere, this layer, known as the stratosphere, is composed 

of ozone molecules which are nothing more than normal 
oxygen molecules that have bound with an extra oxygen 
atom. This extra ato([l is what acts as the planet's sun 
protection factor 50-plus sunscreen. The highest-powered 
commercial sunscreens available usually do not have a 
sun protection factor above 20. 

When chloroflourocarbons (otherwise known as 
CFCs) are released by using hair spray, refilling the fre
on in an air conditioning unit or using paint thinner to 
strip the paint from Junior's bicycle, these ligliter-than
air gasses rise to the stratosphere. They then bind with 
ozone molecules, rendering the protective shield de
stroyed and useless. 

Global warming, on the other hand, is the direct re
sult of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. Carbon dioxide 
is not only released by living organisms during the 
breathing process, but more importantly by the burning 
of fossil fuels (coal, oil, natural gas and their by
products). Carbon dioxide also rises to the upper levels 
of the atmosphere where it forms a layer that traps the 
heat of the sun that the planet's surface naturally reflects. 

Because of this trapping of excess heat, the Earth's 
overall temperature has risen and will continue to do so. 
The planet's inherent biological solution to the carbon 
dioxide dilemma is the fact that all green plants extract 
carbon dioxide from the air during the food-making pro
cess, but plants cannot cope with today's mechanization. 

Proposed solutions to the two problems of ozone 
depletion and the gx:eenhouse effect range from the silly 
to the outlandish. Geoengineers have suggested not only 
the release of millions of aluminized balloons filled with 
hydrogen into the atrnoshpere to reflect sunlight, but 
also the installation of mountain-top lasers to deactivate 
CFCs by zapping them during their upward journey. 

These quick-fix ideas will do nothing but comfort 
the insecurities of the baby boom generation. This high
powered technological Band-Aid is appealing because it 
offers pseudo solutions to the ecological crisis. It does 
not, however, force a change in the societal concepts, 
habits and practices that originally allowed the problems 
to develop. 

The real solution lies somewhere between the the 
human heart and mind where lifestyle decisions are made 
and priorities set. Tomorrow's parents must decide today 
whether or not the trouble of changing the way of life of 
an entire generation and teaching those changes to the 
generations to come is worth the much-celebrated bene
fits when no tangible threat exists. 

Is such foresight truly possible? Tomorrow's chil
dren will be the ones to whom the answer truly matters. 



COM Phi Theta Kappa members and Galveston County Environmental Service mem hers pause for a photo after 
a presentation on the environment at Leag~e City's Ferguson Elementary School. Pictured from left are Sandra 
Rennie (GES), Marlene Limon (PTK), Lisa Baker (PTK), Diane Peachmon (PTK), Jeanette Thompson (PTK), 
Monica Newell (PTK), Leslie Cooper (PTK), Paulette Beazley (PTK), Robin Randle (PTK), Karen Carmona 
(PTK) and Jean Wright (GES). (Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

PTK presents kindergarten program 
By MELLISSA WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter · 

The Sigma Delta chapter of College of the Main
land's Phi Theta Kappa honor society, in conjunction 
with Best Waste Systems Inc. and representatives from 
the Galveston County Health District's Project CURE 
(Children United to Save the Earth), visited Dickinson's 
Lloyd Ferguson Elementary School Nov. 22, to teach af
ternoon kindergarten smdents about environmental prob
lems. 

"Recently, we were invited to participate in project 
CURE," said Monica Newell, member of the Phi Beta 
Kappa and head of the society's CURE. "This project 
was designed to help educat~ and sensitize children to 
pressing environmental concerns." 

The first item on the agenda was the film The Won
derful World of Recycling that transported the children 
into the Land of Recycle where glass bottles grow on 
trees and everything is plentiful due to the powerful creed 
"Reduce. Reuse. Recycle." 

Robin Simmons, a city sales representative from 
Best Waste Inc. then spoke with the children about the 
meaning of the film and explored simple and practical re
cycling tips. 

Sandra Rennie and Jean Wright, environment health 
specialists from the Galveston County Health District 
then used visual aids to explain the intensive and impor
tant interconnection of the relationships between air,' wa
ter, land, plants, animals and people, and how these rela
tionships affect the planet 

The next advenmre the children embarked upon was 

a trip to the land of The Lorax, a film based upon a Dr. 
Seuss book in which progress at the cost of the planet is 
questioned, and the equation of greed and inconsideration 
versus the welfare of the environment is clearly dis
played. 

Newell then spoke to the children about littering, 
animal kindness, and water and electricity conservation. 

-"When you're playing in your room at night and . 
you leave, what do you do?" Newell asked the children. 
"Who's going to need the light? The toys? No way. The 
best thing to do is tum off the light." 

After the presentation, members of Phi Theta Kappa 
went to classrooms to discuss the environment and en
gage in a coloring book activity with children unable to 
attend the presentation. Some of those illustrations will 
be selected as a part of an exhibit at the Annual Phi The
ta Kappa Convention next year in Washington D.C. 

Ferguson school personnel instrumental in the pro
gram were Vice Principal Trudy Knight, kindergarten 
teachers Deborah Ricks, Fonda Wilkins and Betsy Pen
dergast. 

"I think the program was effective," Rennie said. "I 
think the kids were interested, but I wasn't in the class~ 
rooms to see their output after the program. From our 
point of view, though, everything went over pretty 

well." 

Simmons said that she thinks "these programs are 
very important because this is the age at which you de
velop habits. It's not like us, we're having to learn it. 
When they get older, it will be a way of life, second na
ture." 

iug11efflenml efft~il test ,dal~ anften . 
· ....... , ....... · ........... · ·.... · .... • .. • .. test as md1cated m the 19914992 TASP Test.Reg-. 
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Firefighting training 
available at COM 
By SHERRY SHA VER 
Staff Reporter 

The Basic Firefighter Academy at College of the 
Mainland trains both men and women in basic firefight
ing and emergency medical training. The academy has 
been on the COM campus since January 1985. Certifica
tion by the state of Texas is completed when the fire
fighter applies and is hired by a city's fire department. 

To qualify for training in the COM program, a per
son must pass a physical exam and go through pre
counseling to be sure he is physically able to handle the 
work and emotionally able to handle the pressures on the 
job. The person must be 18 or over with a high school 
diploma or a GED. 

"Day classes at the academy start at the beginning of 
the· fall and spring semesters and take four months to 
complete," Fire Academy Director Jon Leacroy said. 
"Evening classes start in September and take eight 
months to complete." 

Firefighters complete a minimum of 400 hours of 
firefighting training and a minimum of 188 hours of 
Emergency Medical Training. Cadets have classroom in
struction as well as hands-on training on campus and in 
the community, with exposure to industrial firefighting 
at training facilities in this area and Qrroughout Texas. 

"The cadets use some equipment from the Texas 
City Fire Department. They use empty houses marked 
for demolition for forcible entry practice and ventilation 
training," Leacroy said. 

Training is also given in League City and the cadets 
use the Angleton tower for field training and Angleton's 

burn building for live burns. Upon completion of the 
academy, passing cadets receive certification which is re
quired by many departments in order to apply for em
ployment. 

Literature Club 
forms this semester 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Staff Reporter 

Out of the more intellectual strata of College of the 
Mainland the Literature Club formed early this semester; 
the group that officially calls themselves "The Black 
Hole of Knowledge." 

"We like to get our group together :md review 
books, movies and plays and have interpretative discus
sions voicing our different views,' said Dahn Logsdon, 
who is the c~nt Literature,Club president. 

"It's something positive to do with our time and the 

whole group enjoys discussing literature, mostly classics 
like Shakespeare," said Literature Club secretary Janica 
Moresco. 

"We need members," stated Dahn enthusiastically. 
The club at present has 13 members and is trying to re
cruit as many interested people as possible. 

As a fund-raiser to raise money for the Children's 
Center 'at Mainland Center Hospital, the club is spon
soring a raffle. 

Tickets for the raffle cost 50 cents apiece, five for 
$2 or a book of 25 for $10. The prizes for the raffle in
clude $200 for first prize, dinner for two at Fisherman's 
Reef for second place and a great number of other prizes. 
ranging from free pizza to free games at Lone Star Lanes 
Bowling Alley in Texas City. 

The mon~y will be used to aid funding for medical 
research for the children at the Children's Center and for 
buying the them books to read. 

Also, during the holidays members are going to vis
it the center and read to the children and have Santa 
Claus visit with them, bringing them books as gifts. 
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Sports/Recreation 

Nov. 23 fun run 
healthy endeavor 

By BELINDA WILLIAMS . 
Staff Reporter 

The 15th annual Texas Turkey Trot Fun Run/ 
Walk, held Nov. 23 at College of the Mainland, 
was very rewarding for all participants, said 
COM Recreation Director Maryann Urick. 

"The reason for the fun run was to encourage 
people to be aware of good health," Urick said. 

One-hundred and sixty people, ranging in age 
from 4 to 80, were entered in the race. They could 
either run, walk or jog the course. 

Ruth Leimer of Galveston was the oldest 
woman entered. She walked 1 mile in 23:57 min
utes. 

The overall first-place 1/4 mile winners were 
male, Terry Rodriguez, i :35, and female, Tabitha 
Fiegel, 1:53. 

The overall first-place I-mile winners were 
male, Joel Hearell, 4:48, and female, Melody 
Vaughn, 6:39. 

The overall second-place 1-mile winners were 
male, Mark Roy, 5:27, and female, Destini Grace, 
7:55. 

The over-all first-place, 3-mile winners were 
male, Melville Bousley, 15:47, and female, Tonia 
Kroeger, 19: 15. 

The overall second-place 3-mile winners were 

male, Scott Duram, 17:12, and female, Jolene 
Rosebeck, 22:45. 

The 6-mile race had male and female winners, 
first through fifth place. 

The overall first-place male was Elliot Shep
erd, 40 minutes and 6 seconds, and the female was 
Cinthy Carson, 42 minutes and 35 seconds. Sec
ond-place male was Duane Ross, 40:53, and female 
was Linda Ross, 42:38. The over-all third-place 
male was Joe Deluca, 41:22, and female, Victoria 
Garcia, 45:40. The overall fourth-place male was 
Tim Clark, 41:35 and female, Natalie Saiz, 55:40. 
The overall fifth-place winners were male, Don 
Treleaven, 45:39 and female, Esther Ellis in 1 
hour, 5 minutes and 19 seconds. 

Trophies and T-shirts were awarded to each 
winner. A drawing also was held in which seven 
turkeys and nine gift certificates, which were do
nations for local businesses, also were awarded. 

Melville Bouseley of Dickinson, first-place win
ner of the 3-mile Turkey Trot Fun Run, runs to 
the finish line. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

(.. 

GCIC Fall Sports Day at COM 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland students recently participat
ed in Fall Sports Day sponsored by the Gulf Coast Inter
colleigate Confrence on Nov. 7 and 14. 

Karter Bollman of College of the Mainland 
brought back a second-place win in the men's raquetball 
tournament. 

Twelve colleges were represented and with 302 peo
ple participating in the events. 

There were 12 teams and approximately 105 people 
entered in the volley ball tournament. The first place 
winner was Kingwood College, second place went to 
North Harris College and third place went to Brazosport 
College 

Ten teams and approximately 37 people were entered 
in the 3 on 3 basketball tournament. First place went to 
San Jacinto College North, second place went to San 
Jacinto South and third place went to Brazosport Col-

lege. "'" 
Approximately 120 people comprised the 10 teams 

entered in the softball tournament. First place went to 
Alvin Community College, second place went to Bra
zosport College and third place went to Lee College. 

Seven participants competed in the women's rag_uet
ball tournament. First place went to Jeanne Shipp of Lee 
College, second place went to Diana Allen of Brazosport 
College and third place went to Angie Jones of San Jac
into College South. 

Nine participants were entered in the men's raquet
ball tournament. First place went to John Doherty of 
Galveston College, second place went to Bollman of 
COM and third place went to Steven Wright of North 
Harris County College. 

Next event: a bowling tournament set for Feb. 27. 
For information contact Maryann Urick, COM recra
tional director, at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, 
Ext. 418. 

Winners of the GCIC Fall Sports Day Tennis Tournament held Nov. 7 and 14 are from left: first place, Wayne 
Cambell of COM; second place, Mono Nyuyen of COM; and third place Bryce Briscoe of Brazosport. 

· (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Special Olympics run set for May 
By KIM MITCHELL 
Staff Reporter 

Across the United States, law enforment officers car
ry the Special Olympic torch on intrastate relays, run
ning for a common cause. Not only are police included 
in the run, but also the Secret Service, FBI, military po
lice, state troopers and prison guards. They are glad to be 
able to lend their time to this fund-raiser, according to 
the Texas Law Enforcement Torch Run Fund Raising 
Manual. 

The Texas Torch Run began in 1985. A small 
group of Houston police officers carried a torch to the 
Houston city limits and passed it on to a group from the 
Bexar County Mounted Patrol. Those officers ran the 

torch to Austin and began the State Games, as stated in 
the manual. 

The Torch Run is now the largest fund-raiser for the 
Special Olympics. In 1990, 35,000 officers ran more 
than 55,000 miles to raise $5.1 million to benefit the 
Special Olympics nationwide. 

Texas, alone, had 300 officers run more than 3,000 
miles across the state and raised $216,000, as reported in 
the fund-raising manual. 

This year's games will be held at Southwest Texas 
State University in San Marcos in May. 

If anyone.is interested in getting involved with the 
Special Olympics Torch Run, contact police officer Ver
non Ewell in the College of the Mainland Police Depart
ment, (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 403. 

Volleyball registration coming in January 
Adult mixed volleyball leagues at College of the 

Mainland will begin Jan. 23 and will run about 10 
weeks. 

The entry fee is $55 per team, and each team must 
enter with at least three males and three females. Each 

league is limited to eight teams. 
For more information about the mixed league and 

other volleyball leagues, contact Maryann Urick, recre
ation director at College of the Mainland, at (409) 938-
1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 417 or 418. 



Gallery presents 
two ·visiting artists 
By KIM MITCHELL 

Staff Reporter 

On display in the College of the Mainland 
Art Gallery are the most recent works of fiber 
artist Kay Johns and ceramicist Michel Conroy 
through Dec. 13. The artists presented slide· lec
tures of their works opening night, Nov. 7. 

Johns' works consist of wavy lines of thread 
and patches of cloth sewn onto satin backgrounds, 
which form her canvases. She uses a variety of vi
brant colors to show the uniqueness of each piece 
of art. Johns also demonstrates a gradual color 

grade from red to blue. She uses several geometric 

forms, such as rectangles and squares, to assign in
divuality to her works. 

The satin works that line the gallery walls, 
come in sizes as small as 18 by 25 inches to as 
large as 62 by 51 1/2 inches. 

Conroy's work is not as diverse. His vases are 
beautiful, yet they are all in the same general 
shape. The differences in the vases are not in style, -
but in size and the color. Conroy uses many sub
dued colors to enhance each vase's originality. The 
vases are set on small pedestals in strategic places 
on the gallery floor. 

Both artists' works may be viewed in COM's 
Art Gallery Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. To view the works call Joyce Palmer in the 
Fine Arts office at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
3991, Ext. 348 so that she may unlock the gallery. 

• •• 

COM students Cheryl Grady, Brandi Ryan and 
Mellissa Wright admire the works presented in 
the COM Art Gallery by fiber artist Kay Johns 
and ceramicist Michel Conroy. 

(Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

MOM gift certificates 
Mall of the Mainland is offering gift certificates that 

are redeemable at every store in the mall. 

Each certificate of $50 or more comes with an ele
gant silver gift box (which may be purchased for just 50 
cents for gift certificates under $50). There is no process
ing charge and you get the full value of your purchase. 

The gift certificates c.an be easily purchased at the 
Frequent Shopper Information booth with cash, corpo
rate check, VISA or MasterCard and are avaliablc in any 
amount. The gift certificates have no expiration date. 

For more information contact Donna.Batten at (409) 
986-7000. 
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COM nursing instructors recently selected four outstanding nursing students for 1992. They are from left, Rose 
Curry, Dianne Fischer, Melanie Johnson and Darrell Sarver. The four also have been nominated to be selected 
outstanding nursing student of the year in Texas by the Texas Nursing Students Association. 

Heffel takes over as choir director 
By BRANDI RY AN 
Staff Reporter 

One of College of the Mainland's newest members 
this semester in the Fine Arts Building is James Heffel, 
a teacher and performer of voice and opera. He is at 
COM for one year to teach students music while work
ing on his own technique. 

"I am really enjoying COM students and administra
tors," Heffel said. "The students have been real helpful,· 
and the administrators have welcomed me wit~ open 
arms. They have helped to make a rough road more 
smooth." 

Heffel teaches a variety of musical classes ranging 
from group participation to one-on-one training. 

"The voice is where a large group of COM singers 
come together to learn the standard repertoire," Heffel 
said. " This includes classicals, gospels and spirituals." 

Class voice includes one to 15 students and focuses 
on solo singing. Swing choir also is a group-oriented 
class. It's a jazz/pop rhythm session in which students 
learn choreography. Private choir is self-oriented allow
ing the instructor to work on a one-to-one basis with the 
student. Heffel also teaches a musical theory course 
which is an application of listening skills and harmonic 
dictation. 

The music teacher obtained extensive background 
experience early in his music .career by attending several 
universities. 

Heffel, who majored in voice performance, received 
an undergraduate degree from Kansas State University in 
his hometown Manhatten, Ka. Later, he moved to 
Tempe, Ariz., where he earned a master's degree. Also in 
Arizona, Heffel was recognized as an Alumnus Inspira
tion Point of Fine Arts Colony in opera boot camp, 
where intensive operaic training was enforced. Heffel 
then moved to Houston and attended Houston Communi
ty College studying voice and opera. 

In Houston Heffel met his present instructor, Nor-

man Newton. Newton, who also owns a private studio 
in New York, helps Heffel with his vocal techniques and 
listens to him sing 1lnd then gives helpful advice to 

strengthen his technique. 
After he earned his degrees, Heffel visited various 

parts of the country performing opera. He says he enjoys 
the Southwest the most. 

After being an instructor of private voice outside a 
university community for a while, Heffel found an ad 
COM had placed in The Houston Chronicle. The ad (and 
series of interviews) led Heffel .to his current one-year 
placement at COM. 

When Heffel leaves COM, he plans to continue per
forming throughout the country. 

"My goal is to have an excellent year, so that by the 
time I leave here, there will be a heavy change in my 
technique," Heffel said. "I am going to allow my voice 
to sing, instead of making it. It is 98 percent mental 
work and 2 percent physical work." 

New COM choir instructor James Heffel prepares a 
piece of music for bis students. 

Veteran~ may be exempt from TASP 
Notice to all military veteran students attending 

College of the Mainland: You may be exempt from the 

T ASP test based upon the granting of college credit for 

military experience. If you are interested in pursuing this 

option, you should bring a copy of your DD-214 to the 

Admissions Office and request that it be evaluated for 

college credit 
Please refer to the new TASP policy, it reads: Any 

military training or schooling completed prior to the fall 
1989 may qualify students for a TASP exemption. If an 
institution considers such work college-level, it may ac
cept or transfer such hours in accordance with institu
tional transfer policy and accreditation standards. 
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Dr. Ali Ravandi, COM math instructor, helps Tasha Willis, a math tutor, review for an upcoming algebra exam. 
(Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

Ali Ra van di: Touching-lives forever 
By JASON CANTRELL . 
St ff R t engmeenng m 1978. 

a epor er He then moved to the United States to further p_ur-

Dr. Ali Ravandi is one of the most enthusiastic in
structors on the College of the Mainland campus and 
has accomplished much since he became a math instruc
tor here in 1986. 

Dr. Ravandi, who teaches a variety of math courses 
from MA TH 0300 ( Fundamentals of Math) to the differ
ent levels of calculus classes, is a teacher who really 
likes to have a good relationship with his students. 

"I like my whole class to participate, and I enjoy in
structing students who have a great desire to learn," Dr. 
Ravandi stated. "I would rather have a student treat me as 
if I were a friend and not as an instructor." 

Dr. Ravandi is happy when he is helping students 
learn and usually doesn't hold a student's actions against 
him. "When a student misses a test or skips class many 
times, I would rather try and help him by letting him 
make up the test or try to help him catch on the material 
he had missed, rather than hold it against him." 

Dr. Ravandi's students usually have a very friendly 
relationship with him because it is apparent that he is an 
instructor who cares about his students as people and not 
just as students. 

"It is really hard for me to hate anyone," Dr. Ravan
di said. "I can't take away from a student because of their 
faults. I'm not ·that kind of person. I want to make a pos

. itive difference in my students' education at COM." 
The math instructor was born and raised in Kerman, 

Iran, and went to Pahlavi University in Iran, an interna
. ·tional school, where he earned his bachelor's degree in 

sue his education. He studied at Mississippi State Uni
versity, Starkville, Miss., and earned his masters degree 
and doctorate in engineering with empha_sis on matli '.ind 

statistics in a four and a half years. 
It was at the university where he was working as a 

researcher that he met his wife, Shelia, who was also go
ing to school at MSU. They were married and moved to 
Texas where Dr. Ravandi started working part-time as an 
instructor at several local colleges, including North Har
ris County College, San Jacinto College, Galveston 
College and at College of the Mainland. 

He has currently settled down in League City with 
his wife and three children: Layla, 6, Alex, 2, and Aus
sie, I. In addition to being a full-time instructor at Col
lege of the Mainland he is also an adjunct math instruc
tor at Galveston College. 

Although all of his extended family, whom he has 
only visited twice in the last 13 years, still live in Iran, 
he became a U.S. citizen in December 1988 and has 
grown to enjoy American culture. He likes country and 
western music as well rock 'n' roll. 

When he is away from school he likes to spend 
much of his time with his wife and children. He is a 
family man who grew up in a very caring and loving 
home in Iran. He tries to provide the same environment 
for his own children . 

On the wall of Dr. Ravandi's office is a picture with 
a saying which reads, "To teach is to touch a life forev

. er." His students have been touched very much by him. 

Holiday dance at Blisters, good turnout 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Holiday Dance, spon
sored by the Student Activities Board and held Nov. 23 
at Blisters in Galveston, was well planned. Hors 
d'ouevres were plentiful, and the music never completely 
stopped for the 217 people who attended .. 

Decorations combined Christmas and New Year's 
features. '{iny wrapped packages anchored balloons to all 
the tables. The dance floor had Christmas tree garland ac
cents, and Blisters had built-in lights, mounted on sup
port posts, that blinked like the ones on a tree. 

The hors d'ouevres table featured cheese cubes, cock
• tail wienies in barbecue sauce, fruit trays, vegetable 

trays, chips, several types of dips and crackers. 
Music provided by a DJ included "The Cotton-eyed 

Joe," a journey-through-time medley that began with 
Glenn Miller's "In the Mood" and ended with "Jailhouse 
Rock." Other music included current songs and enough 
slow numbers to keep couples happy. 

People arrived in everything from jeans to velvet. 
Guys in high tops danced with women in heels, and peo
ple of all ages attended. There were the fresh-out-of-high
school-types as well as others who might have seen their 
grandchildren there. 

Of the 217 who attended, 152 were students and 65 
were nonstudents. 

SAB sponsor Maryann Urick said, "They really did 
look like they had a good time." 

• Ne:w Yean!s. resolutions ... 
¢onf~;~~d bn ~~in~ti~ 

-•·· :~y AMAiNI),A . ijtNOW~ . 
~faff Reporter 

Eveiy ~ear on. lHe first o.f iro\uary, ·thousands 
qf Americans celebr.ate the new year by making 
resolution,s. :People hope to start the year off on.a 
tood foot with the ~pectatiorftbat the u_pcoming 
year will be better than the last. 

Asking people on the College of the Main
land campus what .their New ¥ear's resolutions 
wilt be revealed some surprising answers. Most 
people said that tbey wanted to lose weight or get 

}?ock in shape after tlie holidays, 
Here are a feW interesting tesolutions btter

COM yncountered: 

Christy JJijiley, ;'' J.Bz Btya~;;a COM 
QOM stu@~L ''l.'m_&9'"- ph~ic~l. edqf'aJioR Jh+ 

ie?;.~lll"~ .Qi\ "i:5!~~ 

.~rl~ MJp.or, .CQ~ ······ §tµ~enB '· Ai•m g9ing ffi 
study more SO/ I 

.;. .. ~f• ; __ ; 
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E InterCOM staff relates nostalgic Christmases i 
! Editor's note: This page is devoted to the staffs spe- else up, I would be in really .big trouble. Smart person Spirits high despite illness ! 
* that I am, I decided to go look at my presents. That year, * 
* cial Christmas memories. We hope that they will evoke a h 1 " Th Christmas Eve 1989 was freezing cold as my fiance * 
** smile, or tug at your heart. I really, really wanted a pair of "high ee s. ey were ** 

pink plastic and I just couldn't live without them. Under and I settled down in the warm comfort of St. Luke's 
! Editor's Christmas blowout the tree, I S~W a wrapped package that could only be high Hospital in Houston. His mother was hospitalized with ! 
* heels! That was the only present I recognized. I wanted terminal cancer and we had been staying with her on * 
* One particular Christmas memory I have is~ ex- to open it, but 1 figured I better wait. 1 did and it was. weekends. Christmas was no exception. · * 
* ample of a typical day in the life of the current editor of -by Melani Thompson Her spirits were high as she was a religious woman, ! 

* InterCOM. and the hospital surroundings had not gotten her down. * ! My two younger cousins from Houston were visit- First real snow experience A little Christmas tree, a poinsettia and opened gifts* 
* ing for the holidays about two years ago. My family brought some cheer to the private hospital room. That! 
! owns a taxicab company and one day my cousins were One Christmas, when I was about 9 or 10 years old, evening I settled down to a good book in the lazyboy * 

* keeping me company in our cab office. my family went to spend the holidays at my grandma's chair while my fiance slept on the small couch-like bed. ! 
* The older of the two complained that he was cold. I, house in Denton. Christmas morning we awoke to see her smiling * 
! also feeling a bit "nippy," proceeded to tum on the heat- This wasn't a very rare occurrence. All of my aunts and joking. Later that day we opened gifts at my fiance's * 
* er. As I turned on the gas, I noticed that the pilot light and uncles and cousins got together and opened gifts and sister's home in Houston. The true meaning of Christ- ! 
! was not on. So I then began to look for a match. ate a gigantic meal that my grandma cooked for us. My mas has never been so clear as it was the Christmas * 
* I searched the entire office and all over my house grandma was a very good cook, and I would usually get when a courageous woman, clinging to life, still had ! 
* next door, but found nothing. My search finally ended sick after we ate because I inhaled as much food as possi- time to celebrate our Lord's birth. In memory of Esther * ! when I looked on the dashboard of one of our cabs. Feel- ble. Moreno. -by Sherry Shaver * 
* ing relieved and incredibly proud of myself for finally be- But that year was special for me because when I ! 
! ing able to assist my freezing family member, I ret~ed walked outside after dinner, it was snowing. There was Christmas brings only tears . * 
* to the office with matches in hand and squatted down m snow all over the ground and all over the trees. I mean * 
* front of the heater. It took three tries before the match there was snow everywhere. A few years ago, a close friend and I were sitting by ! 
! would light. Then it dawned on me that the gas had been This was unique for me because I had never even my family Christmas tree. Every year I love to arrange * 
* on for the entire duration of my quest. seen snow before except on television. The rest of the and rearrange the boxes of presents under the tree. As I * ! The last thing I remember was how hard the thrust day my cousins, my sister and I spent most of the time was doing this, I looked over and I saw tears fall from ! 
* of the blast felt as it chunked me across the room and playing in the snow. -by Jason Cantrell his eyes. He tried to hide them, but it was too late. * 
* slapped me against the adjacent wall. I wasn't burned, I asked him what was wrong and he couldn't answer ! 
! but I was a bit darker and definitely not "nippy" any- Faith brings understanding for a while. The only thing he could choke out was, "I * 
* more. Both of my cousins stood over me in amazement, miss my dad." Then it hit me. This would be the first ! ! and the one for whom I had gone to all that trouble said, My favorite Christrnas memory takes me back to Christrnas since his parents' divorce. * 
* 'Tm not cold anymore." -by Rodney Conley when I was at the tender age of 8. It had been six months since the divorce, and I didn't * 
* I remember how excited I would get whenever my realize that it still bothered him. His tears proved me ! ! ls Santa Claus really here? family and I spentChristrnas at Grandma and Grandpa's. wrong. . * 

* • ·1 s It was real special to me because Christmas meant the I didn't really know what to do. I had never expen- * * As children, almost no one can wait untI anta fi • ·th * 
* Claus arrives at their house. So on Christrnas Eve night, whole family would come together and enjoy the estive enced divorce in my family, so I just held him and w1 ! 
** when I was only 4, I could barely sleep due to the ques- spirit. Little did I know that this particular Christmas that he burst into uncontrollable sobs. I felt his tears * 

, would touch our family in a more spiritual way . . . against my cheek. I have never felt so close, yet so far * * tions swirling in my head: What will Santa brmg me 
* 11 h? I knew my grandma had cancer. I remember hearing away from someone. * 
* this year? Did I behave we enoug · f ii talk bo · Wh t I d"dn't know was that at It was then that I realiz' ed that Christrnas time is not* * Christmas morning arrived. My brother, Terry, my am Y a ut it. a 1 , . . . * 

that tun. e, researchers could not prolong the fatal disease, all d es and Yulel.l·de cheer For many 1t 1s a lime * * then 18 decided it would be funny to tell me Santa can Y can · · 
* ' I l killed If try much less cure it. of loneliness, heartache and a constant reminder of how ** * Claus was in the living room. near Y myse - £ li G ad 

dar d f So, by Christmas time, my grandma was ee ng unfair life can be. -by Cheryl r y * * ing to get untwisted from the sheets. I te out o _my pretty bad. Instead of playing with the other kids, I * 
** room, down the hall into the living r_oom. T_o_my dis- S * 

Pushed her around the house in her wheelchair. ome- D d' onderjiul Chri·stmas * may, no fat man in a red suit stood m my hvmg ro, om_ · . , a S W * 
times we would run into a door or a wall, but she didn t * * I stood there and burst into tears. My mom couldn t fig- * 

* d d d mind. Neither did I because it made her smile. My most memorable Christmas was the one before * ure out what was wrong. After I sat own an stoppe * 
Even though the grown-ups knew, I remember pray- f th died · * crying, I managed to say between sniffles, "Terry told_ Id , tak my a er . * 

! me Santa Claus was here." Then I asked, "But where 1s ing so hard that year to Jesus that he wou n t e my He lived in a small mobile home, 10 feet by 50 ! 
* grandma away. feet, and did not have much room. He was very ill with * 
* he?" "d h 1 I lost her soon after Christmas. Because of my age, cancer, but wanted his home decorated for his three * 
* Terry jumped to his own defense, and sai eon y I didn't understand, but now I realize that he only takes * 

grandchildren. So my three younger sisters and I all * * told me Santa was there, not is there. the best up to heaven! -by Brandi Ryan al d d 
** I recently graduated from high school for which we went to his house and hung blue lights I aroun an** 

d h l ; l'it jl decorated his 2 foot artificial tree. We also put the grand-
* had a family get together. Terry, now 

32
, decided to re- Gra e SC 00 g_i., 1 swap op children's names on stockings with glitter dfld glue and ! 

! mind me of the time I cried on Christmas. To this day Ch . . f 1 ' hung them below the bar, which was w'.1ere the tree was * * he swears he said Santa was there. But, after all these My most vivid nstrnas memory is o an e emen- * 
* ,.. tary school gift swap during a year in which my family sitting. * 

years, I know he said, "Santa is here. My father was very weak, but he was so excited he * ** - by Kim M itc he 11 was not fmancially secure. * 
I was in the fifth grade when I drew the name of the got up and hugged all four of us. I am sure the excite- * 

*
** Pink high heels and Pepsi prettiest girl in the class. I remember'the glee I felt when ment was from all the decorations, but also because all ! 

I finally found the perfect gift: a set of barrettes that re- of his children were with him all at the same time. -! I have several interesting Christmas memories. I quired the weaving a of a length of ribbon to create the -by Belinda Williams ! ! can't really assign any differing importance to them, so braided effect pictured on the package. I was proud to ! 
* I'll keep them short. give such a breathtakingly gorgeous gift. I knew she Family makes Christmas fun * 
* One happened when I was about 7. My mom and would be happy, so she surprised me.when she held one * 
! dad were divorced, so we went to both grandparents' of the barrettes up to the light and looked at it · with I can't think of one special Christmas memory. Eve- ! 
* houses. My dad left presents for my two younger broth- much disdain. She then threw both barrettes and their ry one of my Christmases has always been special. I re- * 
* ers and me at my Meemaw and Peepaw's (his parents) wrappings into my lap. member when I was 7, and I got my first real bicycle. ! ! house. I opened my present from him, and almost went "You keep them," she said to me, "I don't want Then there was the time my brother and I sat up all * 
* into shock. He gave me a box that I thought was full of them because they're ugly and cheap." night excited, talking and wondering ~hat we would be ! ! two-liter bottles of Pepsi! My Meemaw suggested that I I understood later that perhaps she did not like the getting that year. I remember the Christmas I got my * 
* open the box and look inside. I did, and discovered a ted- blue ribbon, and I realized years later that she was right go-cart. Then there was last year, my first Christrnas as * 
* dy bear that was almost as big as I was. I still have that about the price tag, even though the purchase required a married woman! That was an odd Christrnas. ! 
jt bea,-, and he's oye of my favorites. Every lime I see him, two weeks' allowance. The emotional price tag, howev- J guess the thing that makes Christmas so special t 
* I think about Pepsi. er, was much higher than I am sure she ever fully com- for me is the gathering of friends and family every year. ·l: ! The other took place a year later, when I was 8: As prehended. · Yes, that is what is most special for me. * 
* was my custom, I woke up before anyone else. I wanted Curiously, I have never seen the seaso_n in ~t~ t~~ -by Amanda McNown * 
* to open my presents but knew that if I woke everybody same light. -by Mellissa rig ' * 

:**********;*****************************************~********************************** 
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Handicapable student wheels around campus 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Staff Reporter 

Wheeling from class to class around the College of 
the Mainland campus is a busy, handicapable student 
striving to complete her academic goals. 

Tammy Franklin, 21, is often seen cruising the 
campus in her wheelchair. She always has a cheerful 
smile, glistening eyes and sometimes wears a cap that 
usually coordinates with her outfit. 

Being handicapped doesn't seem to be a problem for 
Franklin. "Somtimes when I'm going along with my 
friends, I forget that I am in a wheelchair," she remarked. 
"My friends treat me normal and always encourage me." 

Franklin explained that COM is set up for most 
handicapped people. She says she has no problems enter
ing ano leaving the buildings and classrooms. She has a 
remote control that automatically opens the doors for 
her. 

"I can open the doors myself, but I use my remote 
control most of the time," Franklin said. "The only 
doors that are not set up for my remote are the library 
doors." 

Franklin graduated from Dickinson High School in 
1987 and had no plans of going to college. Her mother 
encouraged her, however, to go to college and get a de
gree. "You can do anything you want to do if you only 

try." 

So, inspired by her mother, she enrolled at COM in 
spring 1989 with health administration as her major. 

She hopes eventually to earn a master's degree. 
Franklin plans to transfer to University of Texas 

Medical Branch at Galveston after she finishes at COM. 
Along with being a full-time student, Franklin 

works as a student assistant with the Job Placement Pro
gram in the Division of Business Office. She has been 
with job placement since July 1991. 

"The job placement job is my first job and I really 
enjoy it," she said. She also is a member of the Organi
zation of African American Culture and loves to go on 
field trips with the club. 

"I would like to see chair lifts installed in the travel 
vans that we use for the field trips." she explained. 

Another member of the club has to help her into the 
van and it is sometimes inconvenient. 

Franklin has one brother named Bruce. She says she 
loves puppies but does not have time for a pet right 
now. She is an avid movie buff and likes to watch foot
ball and baseball on television. Her favorite classes are 
political science and British literature. 

"I really enjoy British literature and my teacher, 
Brenda Brown." Brown is one of the English instructors 
at COM. 

Franklin's goal is to get through with college and 
go to work in health administration. 

COM student Tammy Franklin pauses for photo near 
the Division of Business Office where she works as a 
student aide in the Technical Education Building. 

(Photo by Belinda Williams) 

COM student volunteers as state park ranger 

: . 
;,_ -- ~-

,,, _._._ ..-:.:;· 

COM student Kristen Leader poses by Lake Eckert in 
the volunteer park ranger uniform she wears when she 
works at Brazos Bend State Park. 

(Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

By SHERRY SHAVER 
Staff Reporter 

Kristen Leader, a native of Santa Fe, is a student at 
College of the Mainland and a volunteer park ranger at 
Brazos Bend State Park, about an hour's drive from Tex
as City. As a volunteer ranger she is receiving hands-on 
training while working on her associate's degree at 
COM. She plans to earn a bachelor's degree in forestry at 
Stephen F. Austin State University in Nacogdoches after 

she finishes at COM in about a year. 
Leader has been a volunteer park ranger at Brazos 

Bend State Park since the beginning of this past sum
mer. 

She became interested in the outdoors and wildlife as 
a child because her parents took the family to state parks 
when she was a young girl. "It feels peaceful, uplifting 
and great to be out of the city," Leader said. 

Leader found out about becoming a volunteer park 
ranger when she asked the volunteer park rangers at Bra
zos Bend State Park about the possiblity while vacation
ing there this past summer. She immediately filled out a 
card so the volunteer rangers could contact her to inform 
her when the next training session would begin. 

"To become a volunteer park ranger one must be 18 
years old or have parental consent," Leader said. 

"The volunteer starts with three consecutive Satur
days of Volunteer Intense Training at the state park from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.," she-explained, adding, "This is fol
lowed up with 12 hours of volunteer work in the park 
with another volunteer who has received a volunteer 
ranger patch." 

When the volunteer completes training, he or she 
receives a volunteer ranger patch and "needs to give four 
hours of volunteer service any day of the week at the 
state park a month," Leader said. 

As a volunteer ranger, Leader assists the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department rangers. Part of her job is 
to trim the trails and trees, and to keep the vegetation off 
the lake. She also helps the maintenance people keep the 
park clean. · 

Leader's duties also include riding a trail bike around 
the park and talking to the visitors, explaining the rules 

and why they are enforced by the park ranger. She also 
assists the park ranger in placing abandoned alligator 
eggs into incubation and placing the baby alligators with 
mother alligators. 

In the park there is an interpretive center which has 
a tour directory. Leader helps the park ranger in the cen
ter explain the vegetation and wildlife to visitors. Spe
cial emphasis is put on "the touch table" for children. 

On the touch table children may handle and exam
ine various items found along the trails, such as an alli
gator skull, alligator eggs, a deer skull and unusual 
leaves. The touch table also has a box full of informa- · 
tive cards about the different plants in the park. Leader 
has been able to add a touch of her own to the table: a 
deer skull and some unusual leaves. 

Leader enjoys the children's questions about the 
plants and wildlife in the park. "I can go real in depth 
with the children," Leader said. The interpretive center 
also has a stuffed raccoon and displays an assortment of 
animal pelts on the walls. 

It was Leader's goal to become a park ranger when 
she enrolled at COM. Being a volunteer is a step along 
the way. 

In addition to majoring in forestry at Stephen F. 
Austin when she begins her studies there, she will minor 
in wildlife. Courses leading specifically to her forestry 
degree are geology, biology, zoology and fire control. 
"The work will be hard, but I can do it," Leader said. 

With her degree she will be able to be a park ranger 
and work throughout the United States, she explained. 

"It's terrific and I am doing this for my major, the 
environment, and I have always wanted to since I was a 
little kid." 

Houston Museum of Natural Science offers holiday exhibits 
The Houston Museum of N.atural Science, a private, 

non-profit organization, is offering a list of holiday ex
hibits and programs. 

Two programs in the Burke Baker Planetarium are 
Christmas Star, which runs daily through Dec. 31 and 
the family laser show Nutcracker Fantasy Saturdays and 

Sundays at 4 p.m. 

The Cullen Grand Entry Hall will host the exhibit 
Holiday Tree daily through Dec. 31. 

The museum is located in Hermann Park across 
from Miller O~oor Theatre and is open Sundays from 

noon to 6 p.m. and Monday through Saturday from 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Admission to the museum is free to 
members; $2.50 for non-member adults; and $2 for non
member children under 12. Admission to the planetarium 
is $2 for adults and $1.50 for children under 12. For 
more information, please call (713) 639-4600. 



Dr. Don Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 
Development, holds student petitions given to 
him by COM math student Jay Roach at the Nov. 
21 Student Visit Session. The petitions asked for 
changes in the lower-level math courses taught at 
COM. Changes have already been made to the 
spring schedule to include math lecture cl~ses. 

(Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

Math lecture classes 
added to schedule 

Continued from Page 1---------

Brown and Jay Roach. InterCOM reported 193 sig
natures in the November issue. The petition con
tinued to circulate after the November issue came 
out, and accorcilng to Dr. Don Bass, dean -of In
struction and Student Development, approximately 
100 more signatures were added. 

Roach, one of the original circulators of the 
petition, is satisfied with the new changes in the 
lower-level math classes. "I finally am going to be 
in a math environment that I believe I will be able 
to excel in." 

Dr. Don Bass, COM dean of Instruction and 
Student Development, held an open meeting with 
students on Nov. 21 to discuss any problems they 
might have with COM policies and procedures. 
The math issue also was discussed at length. The 
dean said that the math department will have to go 
through many more changes before finally a sys
tem is implemented that will satisfy all students' 
needs. 

"A combination class of lab and lecture, I be
lieve, is a better way of malting students learn," 
Dr. Bass stated. "We need to take more responsi
bility for getting our students to learn." 

Even though these current changes might sat
isfy students for the present, the fact is that the 
new math lecture classes are offered only during 
the daytime and not at night. 

Another math problem addressed is the cost 
students have encountered when new textbooks are 
implemented too often. 

Also math tapes in the library are not updated 
often enough to correspond with the implementa
tion of new textbooks. 

Dean Bass stated that hopefully these prob
lems will be straightened out as quickly as possi
ble. 

"We need to begin math lecture classes in the 
evening, to get more math tapes and make them 
even more accessible to students, and we need to 
change it (the situation) where we don't use so 
many different books so fast," Dean Bass stated. 
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Sexual assault reported at COM 
Continued from Page l------------

"It is very possible that a crime of this magnitude 
could occur here at COM, like it could happen any
where," Chief Miller stated. He also said that according 
to his records no sexual assaults on campus have been 
reported in the last 10 years Howerer, many crimes such 
as these are never reported. 

"Although most sexual assaults occur at home," the 
chief stated," some rare cases do occur at other places 
such as malls, schools and at the workplace." 

Now that an issue such as this has been brought to 
the attention of the COM student body, Miller said it is 
important to stress preventive measures over all else. 
Chief Miller has produced a newsletter, which he has 
placed around COM giving tips on how sexual assaults 
can be avoided. 

The newsletter advises how to reduce the risk of 
rape, through measures such as avoiding isolated places 

or poorly lighted parking lots, varying one's daily rou
tine, and traveling with one or more people. It also sug
gests to draw attention to yourself if you think you are 
being followed. Also, scan the area around your vehicle 
before approaching and inspect the interior of your vehi
cle before entering. 

If rape is attempted go with your instincts, Llie 
newsletter suggests and do anything you can do to get 
away from the attacker. This includes punching, kicking, 
biting or scratching the attae:ker. · 

If you are raped, tell the first person you see and try 
to point out the rapist to that person. Next call the po
lice and don't shower or bathe until you have been exam
ined. Then call a friend or a rape crisis center so someone 
will be with you and do continue to get help and support · 
from your peers. 

In the Galveston area the number for the local 
Women's Crisis Center is (409) 765-7233. 

Bass listens to complaint session 
Continued from Page 1-----------
have lectures for morning and evening classes, that more 
teachers who cared are needed and that the audio and visu
al tapes need to be updated because of the constant 
change of books. Students complained that the schedule 
has too many "TBAs;" and said they would like to 
know the names of the instructors whose courses they 
are taking. 

Another item brought up was the early closing of 
offices and labs on campus. The complaint was that 

evening students are not able to use the computer labs, 
Financial Aid Office, library and MCL. Night students 
and students who work full time felt that if they pay the 
fee for use of these services then a time to use them 
should also be alloted to them. 

Other items and suggesffons included hav1ng-more 
designated smoking areas for smokers, the need for better 
drafting equipment, more picnic tables and benches 
around the campus, an ice machine for Technical Educa
tional Building snack bar, the need for better places to 
study besides the Student Center and putting a micro
wave in the Student Center for students who bring their 
own lunch. The students also asked when the pool room 
would be available for students. 

Another complaint discussed is the prices and quali-

ty of the food in the cafeteria. Dean Bass stated that Pres
ident Larry Stanley, Dr. Henry Pope, dean of College 
and Financial Services, and the food contractor were 
planning a meeting to remedy these situations. 

Dean Bass seemed intent on wanting to solve the 
problems students have with COM. Dean Pope also stat
ed that he would like for students to come to him with. 
any problems they have. "I can't do anything about them 
if I don't hear about them." 

Dean Bass felt he had a good session with the stu
dents. "I went into the meeting positively, looking for 
ideas and I wasn't disappointed," he said. 'Tm going to 
make a list, show it to faculty and administration lead- • 
ers. Some things we can work on right away." 

Dean Bass -p-lans:..for the--Student Session to be an 
ongoing thing. He hopes to have a meeting each semes
ter, preferably earlier in the next semester. 

He's looking forward to the next meeting and hopes 
it will be just as productive as he felt this one was. 

'Tm working on the list so I can present it at the 
next Student Meeting, and I am hoping that more com
plaints will be aired," Dr. Bass said. "I think students on 
this campus feel like there are more problems that need 
to be addressed. And there are." 

Theater revives classic love story 
Continued from Page ----------- And so we come to the sheriff, played by K. Ball 

. . . Withers who is well known to the COM stage crew takes a passmg stranger to convmce her that she is beau- '. . . · 
tif I d th . The sheriff is a kind-hearted man who plays by the rules u an wor marrymg. . 

. . (most of the time). 
The stranger, a widely known con man with several Th . . 

aliases and an ability to see what someone is really like e set is a sparse representation of a house and 
· th · ak B'll Starb k (Th B • d) ' barn. It consists of a dining room and living room, with is e ramm er, 1 uc omas arr . th ki h • di 

N h (J D I P ) d J . C (M k e tc en m cated offstage. Scenes outside the Curry oa on a e osey an 1m urry ar h tak 
1 

th bl • 
Jennes), Lizzie's brothers, have completely different per- flame arke pthac~ 0 ~de ef thack floor. A polished wooden 

al . · N ah · h d . . oor m s e ms1 o e house son 1t1es. o , upllg t an conservative, 1s the ranch Th 1. h . fi Th R . · . . 
manager who hires, frres and writes the checks. He is the . ~ ig llng ?r ~ am"!aker is unobtrusive, 

I h ·11 dm"t h t h d h' f th d yet tt gives the audience 1mpress1ons that help to tell the 
on y perso~ w o w1 a_ _1 w_ a e an 1s a_ er~ story and set tbe mood. 
brother believe: that Ltzzte will be an old maid. Jim, Starb k h · . all B'll S ' th h . . . . uc , w ose name 1s actu y 1 mi as 
the younger brother, 1s outgomg and 1mpuls1ve and has been all over Kan d th d' .' . . sas an e surroun mg states trymg to 
always been put down by his older brother. Dunng the make it rain He hasn't s ded t b h h 'II 

I J . b. d · th • r· · uccee ye , ut e says e 
pay tm grows up a It, an m e process acqmres a I- keep trying until he does. I won't tell wh th h -

'th .. 1. ti ed h " e er e sue 
ance wt a it er . at . . . ceeds or not. That's for me to know and you to enjoy 

The father has high hopes for both L1zz1e and his finding out. 

ranch._ H~ tri~s to hide :What he and ~is sons "~ow:• · In the end, Lizzie, rather than facing spinsterhood, 
that L1zz1e will be a ~pmster .. H. C. IS S_tarbuck s big- must make a major decision. She must choose whether 
gest ally, (txcept fo~ Jun, who is very gulhbl~. . to continue living a life she has known since she was 

. The deputy, File ~Br~an Bounds), clai~s ~e ts a young or lead a life of constantly changing vistas. Lizzie 
~1dower, but actually 11> div?rced_ because his_ wife left decides to ... well, I'll let you see for yourself. 
hun. :11~ ~~ m~n, wh~ view Ftle ~~possible ~au The Rainmaker runs through Dec. 15. Theater 
for Lizzie, ~nv1te hun to dinner, but Ftle is ~us~ w~tll~g times are Thursday through Saturday, 8 p.m., Sunday 
for a notonous outlaw. He knows that the mvitation is matinee 2:30 p.m. For ticket information and reserva-
an attempt to get him and Lizzie together. lions call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 345. 

J;Happy ·Holidays from the InterCOM staff« 
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YOU'LL NEVER KNOW UNLESS YOU TRY IT ON 

Have you. ever dreamed of having your byline 
in a newspaper? Do you write, but just don't know 
who would print your work? 

Enroll in COMM 1307 (Writing for the Mass 
Media), College of the Mainland's beginner 
journalism course and become a part of our 
award-winning campus newspaper, InterCOM. 

construction of a newspaper, starting from the 
skeletal stages of coming up with story ideas to 
producing the final product. 

Writers who already have some experience 
may enroll in COMM 2305 (Copy Editing and 
Production) with the instructor's approval. 

Enrollment in either course 
Whether you're a journalism 

major, or just wish to sharpen 
your writing skills, becoming a 
member of the newspaper staff 
offers experience in an array of 
categories, ii:icluding straight 
news, opinions, in-depth reports 
on your choice: movie-film
book-or-play review, cartoon 
strips, political cartoons, and 
personality sketches. 

IF IT FITS, WEAR IT. 
must be accompanied with the 
lab, COMM 1129, which meets 
Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons for an hour and 20 
minutes, at the ~tudent's 
convenience. COMM 1307 meets 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8 
to 10:50 a.m. COMM 2305 meets 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from · 
9:30 to 12:20 p.~. 

As an InterCOM staffer you 
get hands-on experience in the 

lnlarCOM 

. The newspaper staff is an easy 
way to meet people of diversified 
interests and personalities. 



See abuse, censorship editorials 
Pages 2and3 

See COM gallery exhibit review 
Page 4· 

See Cat on a Hot Tin Roof review 
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A• STUDENT• PUBLICATION• AT• COLLEGE• 0 F •THE• MA INLAND 

In a private reading, COM political science instructor 
Jim Finley dramatizes some of bis fiction that he read 
to an audience or 100 plus Feb. 13 in the LRC Audito

(Photo by ason Cantrell) 

Finley presents his 
fiction to audience 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Co-assistant Editor 

Many people have dreams of becoming a writer 
when they grow up. Jim Finley, a political science and 
goverriment teacher at College of the Mainland, made his 
dreams come true and has had many of his short stories 
published over the last seven years. 

On the evening ofFeb.13, Finley presented a public 
reading of three of his latest stories in the Learning Re
source Center Auditorium. He read to an audience of 100 
plus three of his latest works: "Leaving On The Wind," 
"Love Gift" and "Family." 

"Leaving on the Wind" is about how the relation
ships of three childhood friends change after they return · 
from Vietnam and find the small town in which ~hey 
grew up almost disintegrated. 

"Love Gift" tells of a young rebel who is not ac
cepted by his family. His mother turns to religion to try 
to help ·her son, but learns she is powerless and that her 
faith won't change him. 

Finally, "Family" carries a theme of how people's 
lives are affected by circumstances beyond their control. 
The main character's life goes through many changes af
ter his father's death and the controversy surrounding his 
uncle's wreck with James Dean, a famous actor at the 
time. 

Since 1962 Finley has taught politics in classrooms 
at universities such as Mississippi State University in 
Starkville, Miss., University of Houston and Texas 
A&M University in College Station. He finally decided 
to settle down and became a permanent instructor at 
COM in summer 1971. 

Although Finley minored in English at Mississippi 

See Program Page 7 

CAN Plan aids student transfers 
By RODNEY CONLEY 

Managing Editor 
College of the Mainland has developed a program 

called the Career Achievement Network Vian which will 
help students overcome the awkwardness and confusion. 

Students with goals of moving on to four-year uni
versities after the initial two years of community college 
may feel the process of transferring an awkward or con
fusing one. 

The purpose of the program is to provide scholar
ships and supportive activities to students who are inter
ested in, are thinking of, or simply may not know the 

See Instructor's Page 7 

COM Library Circulation Supervisor Tillie Henson points to the Black History Month display she and Dr. Lee 
McGriggs, COM social science instructor, put up in the library foyer. Clockwise from left are students Sabrina 
Smith, Debra Hodge, Sam Marcuccia, Melissa Clingan and Becky Strom. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

February focuses on black history 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
Staff Reporter 

in the area as a tribute to Black History Month. 
The display is a combined effort of Henson and Dr. 

Lee McGriggs, who teaches Social Science classes. 

Have you noticed the new display in the College of 
the Mainland Library foyer? Tillie Henson, library circu
lation supervisor, has chosen to feature black businesses 

"We were trying to find something that people can 
relate to with the economy being so bad," Henson ex-

See Black Page ':/ 

COM mourns costume designer 

Andrea Miller 

Dy RODNEY CONLEY ' 

Managing Editor 

Andrea Miller, College of the Mainland Arena Theatre costume de
sigyer. died Tuesday, Jan. 28, after a long illness. 

A vigil was held at St. Bernadette Catholic Church in Clear Lake Jan. 
30 at 7 p.m •. followed by a funeral service the nex.t morning at St. Berna:. 
detteat 10. 

Originally from .Massachusetts, Miller moved to the Clear Lake area 
in 1969 and began costuming plays at the Cleat Creek Country Theater. In 
1973 Miller came to COM on a non-permanent basis, costuming shows 

' directed by Executive Director Jack Westin. 
"A vital part of the theater staff, An~ contributed enornmously to 

all aspects of the theater program," Westin said. Sff Miller Page 7 
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COM President Larry L. Stanley introduces members of the SAB at the Jan. 28 Welcome Back Kickoff. From left, 
Kathy Harper, president; Heidi Kulick, vice president; Carol Bower, SAC representative; Sue Barton, historian; 
Jan Gomez, secretary; and Andrea Medellin, treasurer. (Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

Students welcomed back with kickoff 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Spring '92 Welcome 
Back Kickoff, sponsored by the Student Activities Board, 
took place in the stage area of the Student Center Jan. 
28. The band Frenndz provided the entertainment Presi
dent Larry L. Stanley opened the Kickoff by introducing 
the assorted student groups and clubs available on cam
pus. 

Phi Theta Kappa sponsor Ormond James gave a 
brief introductory speech about PTK to the crowd. J. C. 
Cobb, a first year nursing student, spoke about the Tex
as State Nursing Association. A representative from the 
Ecology Club, Laura Rye, said a few words about what 
the club is and does. InterCOM Managing Editor Rod
ney Conley told the gathering that any activities on cam
pus or in the community can be announced in the paper. 
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President Stanley introduced members of the SAB, 
which is sponsored by Maryann Urick, coordinator of 
Recreational Programs. SAB officers are: Kathy Harper, 
president; Heidi Kulick, vice president; Carol Bower, 
Student Activities Council representative; Sue Barton, 
historian; Jan Gomez, secretary; and Andrea Medellin, 
treasurer, are the current officers of the SAB. Harper said 
a few words about the SAB and some of its activities. 

After the SAB introductions, Frenndz entertained 
everyone with reggae music, and some other songs 
adapted to reggae, including "All Along the Watchtow
er," by Jimi Hendrix. 

Frenndz has three members: Paul Patrice on key
board, George Fedee on drums and Barry Jackson on 
bass. 

The music was upbeat, and a few people were brave 
enough to dance. Some were actually seen giddily skip
ping aboi;t to the music. 

Letter to the Editor 
Location changes for 
Special Olympics run 
Dear Editor: 

Since the December issue of the InterCOM came 
out, the Texas Special Olympics Torch Run location has 
been changed. This year the Torch Run will be held in 
Denton. I would like to take this opportunity to invite 
those people who have never attended a Special Olym
pics to do so if they have the chance. It will be some
thing you'll never forget. 

Vernon H. Ewell 
Campus Police Department 

Represenative for the Texas Special 
Olympics in 'this department 

Graduation deadline set 
All students planning to graduate this May must ap

ply for graduation prior to March 13. They must file an 
"Application for Graduation" form with the Admissions 
Office before March 13. 

Remember, if you don't apply by March 13, you 
won't graduate. 

New mother abhors 
child abuse, asks why 

Amanda 
McNown 

Here we are in a society where we fight to keep the 
ozone layer, exercise to take care of our bodies and recy
cle to save the planet, and yet it seems not one thing is 
being done to save children who are dying from abuse. 

How many times have we heard on the news or read 
in the papers about a child dying because a parent or 
some other adult became too angry and couldn't control 
his temper? Think about this: a child has died. He will 
never get a chance to go to school. He will never have 
the chance to see the world. He will never have the 
chance to make anything out of his life. His short time 
in life was filled with violence and ended without the 
knowlege of gentleness and love. 

The sad part is that when child abuse is suspected, 
the state will send someone into the home to look for 
evidence of abuse. If none is found, then the child re
mains in the home with the explanation that it would be 
more harmful to the child to take him out of the home, 
according to Galveston County Child Protective Servic
es. 

I suppose a child dying is less hannful than w be 
taken away from his parents. If the child is taken out of 
the home and placed into a foster home, the state will 
more than likely put die cfilld oac mto e a us1ve 
home to keep tl1e family together. 

How can that possibly make sense? If CPS knows a 
child has been abused in his own home, why would they 
place the child back into that same home? Again, the ra
tionale is that it would be too harmful to the child if the 
family is split up. 

Oh please! There are foster parents who care a great 
deal about children and do a good job of keeping a c~d 
safe. But the child goes back to the same home and the 
next thing we hear or read is that another child has died 
from abuse. 

The thing that really gets to me, is that a person 
who has killed an innocent child isn't even charged with 
murder. He is charged with "injury to a child." Injury to 
a child? The child is dead! Why wasn't the killer charged 
with murder? Isn't a child's life just as important as an 
adult's? 

Speaking from a mother's point of view, I don't 
have the words to express how deeply angered I am about 
this. I have a new baby, and I can' imagine hurting her 
in any way. She's a helpless infant. She can't fight back. 
She can't run away. And she can never recover if I were 

· to hit her and kill her. 

The problem is that too many people look the other 
way if they see a child being hurt. Instead of doing 
something about it, they don't want to "get involved." 
Well, I say get involved! It's time to open your eyes and 
see what's going on. It's time to save our children. Re
member that it's not always a parent who kills a child. It 
could be the person you leave your child with, or it 
could be that grandparent who seems to love the child so 
much. It could even be the person you trust the most 
who abuses your child so severely that he dies 

If it were left up to me, the person who kills a child 
would die the same violent and gruesome death that the 
child died. But it's not up to me, and that's why these 
children need support from outsiders. 

Yes, we need to save the ozone and recycle, and our 
bodies need to be taken care of. But we need to take care 
of our real future: our children. 



Censorship dilutes 
First Amend-ment 

In the music industry today, censorship is running 
rampant. Groups such as Warrant, Guns N' Roses, and 
Megadeth are being subjected to having "Parental Advi
sory" labels plastered across album covers. Bureaucrats 
and other unintelligent people c,f authority think that by 
censoring music they don't approve of, they are protect
ing "our future." This is the aim of Tipper Gore and her 
group the Parents Music Resource Center. 

During the summer of 1990 when my mother and I 
spent a week in Los Angeles, I awoke to the blaring 
newscast of a man being arrested in a record store in 
Florida for selling a record by the rap group 2 Live 
Crew. It made me extremely angry to see that My anger 
wasn't due to just the uproar over the 2 Live Crew al
bum, it was the flat-out censorship that infuriated me. 

If the PMRC is allowed to set the rules they think 
are necessary, I, being a part of the future, will lead a 
boring and sheltered life. Many band members relate 
their personal experiences through their songs thereby 
showing today's youth how bad the world really is. They 
do not lie to us telling us the world is great and beautiful 
as so many adults do. 

Censorship is in violation of the First Amendment, 
which in part states "Congress shall make no law ... 
abridging the freedom of speech or of the press." Our 
country was founded on freedom of both expression and 
speech. Tcxlay, we are living in a society where freedom 
of thought and expression are monitored and edited. 

The most recent case involving censorship in Reno, 
Nev., in 1991. Ray Belknap, 18, and James Vance, 20, 
decided after smoking pot, drinking alcohol and listening 
to the Judas Priest album Stained Class they would kill 
themselves together in a church playground on Dec. 23, 
1985. Sadly enough, Belknap died. Vance was severely 
disfigured and died later. While still in the hospital, 
Vance wrote a letter to his mom stating that drugs and 
alcohol had nothing to do with the suicide. The Judas 
Priest album "hypnotized" the boys into thinking the 
only ruiswer to life was death. The court, however, ruled 
otherwise. 

The case made it to the Nevada Supreme Court. 
The defense attorney made it clear that both boys had 
problems growing up. Belknap had been expelled from 
school for sexual assault and had other brushes with the 
law. Vance had been a victim of child abuse and turbu
lent family relations, according to The Houston Post. 

The judge and jury were asked to listen for sublimi
nal messages found in back-masking the Stained Class 
album, but could only hear "garble," the Post reported. 
The band was cleared of all charges. Glenn Tipton, a 

m~mber of Judas Priest, said: "Why would we do that 
(incite people to commit suicide)? Then we'd have no 
r.iore fans." 

People tend to react with fear to what they don't 
know or understand. Censorship is the reaction to this 
fear by people in power. 
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Douglas named Student Center head 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Co-assistant Editor 

Former Defensive 
Driving Coordinator Bev
erly Douglas was named 
College of the Mainland 
Student Center coordinator 
last fall. 

Douglas is enthusias
tically filling her new po
sition and has several ideas 
of how to enhance student 
life at COM. Beverly Douglas 

"I believe that my job description is only a base 
from which to work • " Douglas stated. "The potential 
that my position may hold depends on how well I am 
able to communicate with the students." 

Douglas stated that communication between the stu
dent body and the people responsible for the organization 
of student activities and projects is poor, and that this is 
one of the most important issues she will try to solve 
with the cooperation of her fellow staff members, the fa
culty and students. 

"There is no central communication vehicle on cam
pus," Douglas stated. "Thus a great number of students 
remain unaware of student activities and services." 

From the time she assumed the position, Douglas 
has worked with Recreational Programs Coordinator 
Maryann Urick and the Student Activities Board to help 
plan student activities at COM. Her duties include man
agement of the Student Center's activities. 

Another issue that Douglas plans to deal with is 
what she considers the improper use of student facilities. 

"I am, through my position, a student advocate and 
thus a protector of students' rights in my area." Douglas 

said. "At present the Student Cen_ter's facilities are being 
used in ways that have very little to do with student life 
at COM. I want to see full use of the Student Center for 
student activities. 

"Functions not related to student life should not, in 
my opinion, exist in the Student Center," Douglas stat
ed. "The Student Center is supposed to be a place where 
students could spend their leisure time and participate in 
student activities." 

She mentioned that in the past the upper level of the 
Student Center was used primarily for student govern
mental offices involved with the SAB. 

Douglas already has ideas of how these, what she 
considers improperly occupied spaces in the Student 
Center, can be used in more activities directly related to 
students. 

In addition, she stated that student life can also be 
enhanced through student experiences away from COM. 
These experiences might include trips to major universi
ties for students who are interested in transferring to a 
university or participating in academic and social events 
at other colleges. 

Among her duties, Douglas has been asked to work 
with the Student Advisory Council, a committee which 
was formed in 1982, to discuss issues dealing directly 
with the student body and the allocation of funqs for stu
dent activities. The new coordinator believes that as part 
of the council she will be able to solve some of the 
problems dealing with the Student Center and with stu
dent activities in general. 

"I believe that to make student iife at COM more 
exciting for students, we must be able to experiment 
more with student activities and create a more extensive 
communication network with students," Douglas stated. 
"I hope I am able to do my best to effect these changes." 

Auditorium packed for poet Giovanni's lecture 
By MELLISSA WRIGHT ' Giovanni conve;ed her main points of the impor- ing children too early in life. She also emphasized the 
Staff Rel)orter tance of the individual spirit and inner peace and love's fact that adolescence and the young adult years are not 

Outspoken black poet and lecturer Nikki Giovanni 
· spoke at College of the Mainland Tuesday, Feb. 11, to a 
packed auditorium in an open forum lecture that includ
ed topics from boxer Mike Tyson's rape trial, the incom
petency of President George Bush, the ancient Egyptian 
fear of cats and select readiogs of her.own poetry. 

importance over material wealth by metaphorically re- the best times in a person's life. 
ducing people to the "carbon-based units that we are." 
She added that "you have to give something back" to the 
planet that made all life possible. 

Also strong on individuals' future hopes and plans, 
Giovanni's inspirational talk included warnings of hav-

Giovanni insists that the older years are better than 
college life because "it's the twilight years . . . when 
you can look back and say to yourself that you did every
thing you could." You met the challenges life gave and 
tried to be the best person possible: -

. ...... ·.. .. . . ..... . . 
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Siptak's paintings 
on view in gallery 
By JAMES MULLINS _ 

Staff Reporter 

It was a cold January evening, but despite the 
weather, people from as far as the northwest side of 
Houston came. The College of the Mainland Art Gallery 
hosted an opening night event for Gail Siptak's Kaleido
scope paintings Jan. 

0
16. The Houston-area painter ex

plained facets of her w rk to a crowd of 50 to 75 people 
at the 7 p.m. opening. 

Siptak, whose exhibit will be at the COM gallery 
through Feb. 21, has been renowned as an artist in the 
Galveston-Houston area since the early '80s and has had 
many showings throughout Texas. 

The painter's exhibition consists of an array of 
paintings mounted on the wall as well as on pull carts, 
which can literally be pulled around the room. The paint
ings depict myth, religion, pagan rites and family con
flict. 

Siptak has attended art schools, such as San Francis
co Art Institute in California and The Glassell School of 
Art in Houston. Presently she is an art instructor at The 
Houston School for Performing and Visual Arts. 

When asked about teaching at HSPV A Siptak said: 
"I love it; teaching there is a challenge and it informs 
my work. It makes me ask questions about my own 
work and freshness." 

Siptak's view of her art is that "it has a formalistic 
slant, and it has to work on an abstract level that draws 
the viewer's attention to composition and shape." She 
continued, "The paintings have to communicate informa
tion on a level of contention and have a message that 
needs to work as an implication of texture, tone and col
or as well." 

Dr. Richard Lizza, director of the COM Art Gallery, 

Houston-area painter Gail Siptak explains her work to an opening-night crowd in the COM Art Gallery Jan. 16. 
The exhibit remains on view through Feb. 21. (Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

corroborates Siptak's ideas when he says that the artist's 
paintings "may be appropriated for the formalistic quali
ties alone: their color, texture and drawing." He adds 
"These qualities are treated as ·dramatically - would the 
artist say 'theatrically?' - as the stories that the figures 
tell." 

An interesting point about Siptak's work is that she 
uses and invades space. She said she uses "inner voids 
and emptiness" to take up space and uses the emptiness 
as an escape-hatch to bring all her paintings together. 
The inner voids are solid black backgrounds on the can
vas to make the objects in the painting stand out more. 

Another unusual treatment of space may be seen in 
Bill of Goods. The arm of a woman appears to actually 
be hanging over the picture as if she were leaning on the 

frame while watching you, the viewer. This shows that 
Siptak's paintings break through many barriers. The peo
ple in her paintings seem to confront you, the viewer, 
and focus and study you as you study them. 

Mona Marshall, a well-known local artist and COM 
instructor, stated: "This is important work and doesn't 
alienate the viewer. It deals with very serious issues, but 
in a humorous way. There is a kind of exuberance about 
the figures." 

Siptak's paintings are on display in the CUM gru
lery, located in the rear of the Fine Arts Building. They 
may be viewed from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, by appointment. For more information or to 
view the paintings, call the Fine Arts Office at (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 348 or 354. 

COM's Cat on a Hot Tin Roof must-see production 
By MARK FARIAS 

Special to InterCOM 

College of the Mainland's latest production is Ten
nessee Williams' drama Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, directed 
by COM Arena Theatre Executive Director Jack Westin. 

The cast and director bring to life a dysfunctional 
Southern family gathering together on the multimillion 
dollar plantation of their father under the impression that 
he is soon to die. 

Christian Devries' (Brick) moving and often stagger
ing performance is matched by an equally alluring por
trayal of Maggie the Cat, played by Jan Brook. 

Brick is a failed sports announcer turned alcoholic. 
In a deep depression due Lo the suicide of his best friend 

Skipper, Brick will not sleep with his wife, Maggie. 
She earned her nickname, the Cat, because of her con
stant catty remarks, especially toward Brick's sister-in
law, Mac. Even so, Brick and Maggie remain Big Dad
dy's choice of heirs. 

Bryan Myers returns to the Arena Theatre stage in 
the forceful role of Big Daddy, a wealthy man whose 
brush with a fatal disease causes him to re-evaluate his 
relationship with his family. 

Big Mamma (Phyllis Dorflinger) is a Southern ver
sion of All in the Family's Edith Bunker, in love with 
Big Daddy regardless of his verbal abuse and always de
nying his eventual death. Gooper (James Raby) is the 
successful but disliked older brother. His wife Mae (Jacki 
Bynum) is a wonderfully vicious and greedy mother of 
five (soon to be six). 

Also returning to the COM stage in the supporting 
cast are veteran actors Steve Cowan (Reverend Tooker), 
Bill Low (Doctor Baugh) and Lisa Charles (Sookie). 
They are joined by an up-and-coming Katie Lamkin 
(Dixie) who was last seen at COM in Bye-Bye Birdie. 
Despite the fact that she is a mere 12 years old, she 
sports an impressive list of film and television credits. 

The newcomers to the Arena Theatre include Kyle 
Hall (Sonny), Ann Morgan (Polly), Will Morgan (Bust
er), and current COM theater niajor Otis Gatson (Lacey). 

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof opened Thursday, Jan. 30, 
and will run through Feb. 23. It.is another must-see by 
the award-winning COM Arena Theatre, but be warned: 

The play is of an adult nature and is recommended for 
mature audiences. 

Stone's JFK movie points to government conspiracy 
By BRANDON WILLIAMS 
£taCC Reporter 

"Who killed Kennedy, who benefitted and why? " 
Mr. X's (Donald Sutherland) question to Louisiana 

Attorney General Jim Garrison (Kevin Costner) may be 
the hammer hitting the nail on the head in Oliver 
Stone's controversial movie JFK. 

Had this been a baseball game, one could say that 
Stone went for the fences in his latest movie effort, cast
ing an all-star supporting cast including box office heavy 
hitters Gary Oldman as Lee Harvey Oswald, Joe Pesci as 
David Ferrie, Tommy Lee Jones as Clay Shaw and Sissy 

Spacek as Garrison's wife. 
Stone's movie centers on Garrison, assigned to in

vestigate the late president's assassination. In his efforts, 
Garrison finds that not everyone's bouncing off the wall 
to give him a helping hand. 

· The movie does an outstanding job of blending the 
actual footage of the assassination with the movie itself. 
However, Stone does get negative marks by stretching 
the truth (such as the reference of Kennedy's term being 
referred to as "Camelot" shortly after his death). 

What the movie does accomplish is to point out 
that Oswald probably didn't act alone. Stone leads us to 
believe that there was a government plot to knock off 
Kenn~dy although one can leave the theater with his own 

· conclusions. 
While controversial and fact-bending, Stone -- no 

stranger to either word -- slams a monster of a home run 
with this effort. With Academy Award nominations 
coming soon, this movie should bring Stone an oppor
tunity for his fourth Academy, Costner his second Acad
emy in two years. 

My only problem with the movie was its length. At 
3 hours and 26 minutes, this is one movie that you 
shouldn't carry many drinks to. Trust r.1e, if nature calls, 
try your best to hold it in -- chances are, you'll miss 
something. 

Was the movie worth watching? Ask 1,000 people 
and you'll get one answer: Great 



Folk singer Charlie King entertains COM audience at 
concert with politically oriented songs and humorous 
anecdotes Feb. 3. 

King moves crowd 
with music, humor 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Co-assistant Editor 

"He is a hope monger, a man whose music is a cele
bration of ordinary people," history instructor Larry 
Smith announced when introducing Charlie King at the 
11 a.m. performance Feb. 3 in the College of the Main
land auditorium. He also gave a second performance that 
night at 7: 15. 

As soon as King appeared on stage, he gave the au
dience the impression of who he really is, a classic
styled folk singer in the beginning of his golden years. 
His charm shone straight out and he easily held the audi
ence's attention and interest. He soon had the crowd in 
hysterics with his offbeat parodies on George Bush. 

Then he picked up his guitar and went into "Carry It 
On," a song written during the civil rights movement. 
He explained it as a song for the rebel who has grown 
tired and "must keep one foot in front of the other." 

His music reflects his views of government and so
ciety more than anything else. He played songs about 
hunger, political deception and the homeless. He even 
played a melody advocating safe sex called "Wrap that 
Rascal." 

He proved that he is a true musician with "He 
Looks into the Camera and Lies." King sang, played 
guitar and the harmonica all at once. 

Though the subjects of his songs were often de
pressing, he kept the audience in good spirits with his 
political humor, joking about political and business fig
ures, such as Dan Quayle and Lee lacocca. 

King has performed at COM consecutively for seven 
years and has worked as a folk singer and songwriter for 
close to 20 years. He has not only played concerts 
throughout the United States, he has also traveled abroad 
to play in Ireland and England. 

King has developed a motto which he expresses in 
his music: "Comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfort
able." By comfortable he means the rich who exploit the 
poor for their personal profits, and by afflicted he means 
the poor who are being exploited. 

King's style is rare in combining comedy and music 
in one show. For one whose musical preferences are to
tally out of the folk genre, this reporter was very im- . 
pressed and enjoyed the show thoroughly. 
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COM Vietnam video wins award 
By JEFF KENNEDY 

Staff Reporter 

A national award was presented to College of the 
Mainland for a videotape of people's experiencs with the 
Vietnam war. Dr. Tony Pfeiffer, COM Continuing Edu
cation coordinator and video director, accepted the award 
while attending the Learning Resource Network interna
tional conference in Philadelphia,Pa., Nov. 22. 

"LERN is a professional organization that evaluates 
class programming all around the country and the 
world," Dr. Pfeiffer said. 

LERN evaluated hundreds of programs from the 
United States, Canada, England and Australia before 
choosing COM's video for its Community Service 
award. "They were not only honoring the video, but the 

whole format in which it was done," Dr. Pfeiffer ex
plained. 

Vietnam: A Lingering Agony is a two-hour video 
that resulted from three years of hard work beginning in 
November 1987, when the idea was conceived by Andy 
Jones, former director of Labor Studies at COM; Ed 
White, former director of Public Relations and member 
of Army Corps of Engineers; Jim Higgins, director of 
Public Relations at COM; Dr. Pfeiffer; Carlos Cabillo, 
former Access Houston cable TV administrator; Ben Jor
dan, publishing company representative and Houston res
ident; and Jerry Anderson. Anderson is head of Non-print 
Media at COM and was executive producer of the video. 

The COM video team collected war footage, mo
vies, audio tapes and slides. In November 1988 four pan
el discussions were held at COM allowing local residents 
to share their Vietnam experiences. The panelists includ
ed soldiers, supporters and survivors, draft resisters and 
Vietnamese allies. 

"We tried to approach the war from every view
point," Dr. Pfeiffer said. "We tried to get rid of the bad 
feelings that came from the war. We found we had more 
in common than we thought we did." 

Some of the area people who participated in the dis
cussions included: Tony Nguyen, Thuy Nguyen, Ambas
sador Dui Diem, Dr. E.H. Diccard Jr., Bruce Clawson, 
Rick Poth, Dr. Lucius Ripley, T.W. Curry and Pamela 
Catron. 

"The Vietnamese forum was very revealing," Dr. 
Pfeiffer said. "They feel that we deserted them. A lot of 
them talked about going home and taking their country 
back. The war's over for us, it's not over for them." 

Vietnam: A Lingering Agony is the edited result of 

24 hours of tape from the discussions and months of 
post-production work. "The whole editing process took 
about two years," Dr. Pfeiffer explained. "Most of the 
work I did at home in my living room during the sum
mer of 1989." 

The video is often emotional. It presents a wide 
range of opinions and a realistic look at an often glamor
ized subject. The discussions are highlighted by some in
teresting clips from movies and talk shows. 

The rest of the video team included: COM media 
specialist Phil Johnson, who produced the video, and 
panelists Warren Dodson, former counseling coordinator 
and James Templer, COM art instructor. The video is lo
cated in the library and can be checked out for viewing 
by COM students. Anyone interested in purchasing the 
video should inquire at the library. 

COM personnel pose with the award, presented by 
LERN, for their Vietnam video. Clockwise from top: 
Warren T. Dodson, former counseling coordinator; 
Terry Anderson, director of Non-Print Media Ser
vices; Phil Johnson, media specialist; Jim Higgins, 
director of Planning and Development; James Templer, 
art instructor; and Dr. Tony Preiffer, coordinator Con• 

· tinning Education and Community Services. 

JFK movie elicits various reactions 
By BRANDON WILLIAMS 

Staff Reporter 

It's uncertain what Oliver Stone's purpose of mak
ing JFK was, but if controversy is what he' was after, 
the Academy Award-winning director got more than what 
he bargained for. 

The blockbuster movie has rcaroused the nation's 
suspisions about the assassination of the 35th president 
of the United States and is making the first serious push 
for the actual files to be opened before their original 
2029 date. 

Reactions to the movie around the College of the 
Mainland campus vary. The majority of students who 
have seen it left with an impression that Kennedy's death 
had more to do with a government plot than with Lee 
Harvey Oswald choosing Nov. 22, 1963, as a great day 
to kill the president. 

"I think the movie has a lot of truth in it," said stu
dent Sheila Sunstrom, who has avidly studied JFK's as
sassination since ninth grade. "I never believed what the 
Warren Commission said." 

Said psychology major Angela Standish, "The mo- , 
vie simply came out and told the truth." 

But who killed JFK? 
One of the best -- if not the most unique -- answers 

came from biology major Angela James. 
While Oswald is the alleged triggerman, James 

thinks that Jack Ruby, the nightclub owner who killed 
Oswald, played a key role. 

"(Ruby) had JFK murdered because Kennedy planned 
to get rid of the illegal activities in nightclubs," James 
said. "Ruby killed Oswald to cover his own tracks." 

COM Dean of Instruction and Student Develop
ment, Dr. Don Bass, said that although the movie 
shouldn't be viewed as a documentry, "it does make you 
think." 

Added Dr. Bass, "Why should there be 800 boxes 
under the national archives ? Anything excellent or out
standing in this country stands a chance of getting 
knocked off." · 

Yet some people, such as information desk recep
tionist Gina Hennessee, wish that the i!;sue would die 
like most of those involved in the assassination and the 
follow-up study have. 

"It doesn't interest me anymore," said Hennessee, 
who admitted she has no plans to watch the movie. "It's 
done and over with." 

Almost 30 years after the fact, it still makes you 
think .... 
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Campus Life 

The last COM Invertebrate Zoology class searches for specimens at the University of Texas Marine Science 
Institute in Port Aransas. From left clockwise, Emmeline Dodd, Michelle Warren and Teri McGowan. 

Hiser takes on American Gladiators 
By JEFF KENNEDY 

Starr Reporter 

College of the Mainland student, Doug "the Bat
man" Hiser, flew into that cave called the Summit on 
Sunday, Jan. 26, to bat-tie with the TV-famous Ameri
can Gladiators. 

"I was the crowd favorite," Hiser said. "Everyone 
was cheering for me." 

Hiser, a 34-year-old Texas City letter carrier, partici
pated in such Gladiator games as Assault, The Wall and 
Powerball. At 5 feet, 5 inches, 155 pounds, he proved to 

COM student Doug Hiser competed in American Gladi
ator competition on Jan. 26. Hiser did not win first 
place in the competition, but he won first place with the 
cr~~ , 

the Gladiators, who are all over. 6 feet and 200 pounds, 
that size isn't everything. 

"You know how Batman can get out of any fix the 
Joker puts him in?" Hiser asked. "I can get out of any
thing. That's why I'm known as Batman." 

After three events, Hiser finished in a controversial 
third place. "When they announced the score, the crowd 
started booing," Hiser said. · 

"The competition was originally supposed to be 
seven events," Hiser explained. "But because of time, 
they cut out Break Through and Conquer. And instead of 
allowing all contestants to continue on, only two were 
allowed to do the last three events. I didn't get to do 
Joust and that's one of my best events." 

Hiser has a diverse athletic background. He played 
football and ran track for Santa Fe High School, compet
ed as a body builder during the 1980s, and is a green belt 
in Nippon Kempo, a Japanese martial art. 

To train for the Gladiator competition, Hiser said he 
did some bleacher running (literally running up and down 
bleachers) and his regular weight lifting program. In a 
tryout that attracted 2,000 athletes, Hiser did 57 finger
tip push-ups, ran a 40 yard dash in 4.6 seconds and did 
20 wide grip behind-the-neck pullups to qualify for the 
main event on SuQday. The minimum requirements were 
50 finger-tip push-ups in 60 seconds, a 40 yard dash in 
4.8 seconds, and 18 pullups in 60 seconds. 

Just like Batman's interests go beyond crime fight
ing, Riser's interests go beyond athletics. He portrays 
the first half of Stomp and Smash, a barbarian duo that 
performs at the Texas Renaissance Festival annually. 

"We just walk around and people pay us to steal 
their women." Hiser explained. "It's a lot of fun." 

Hiser also is a writer and a self-taught artist. His 
poem, "Snow Vision," will appear in Voices of Ameri
ca, a soon to be published collection of poems by vari
ous writers across America. A sample of his artwork 
adorns the U.S. Postal Service's new ZIP+4 directory. 

Riser's bat cave is hidden somewhere in Santa Fe, 
where he has lived most of his life. 

So what will "the Batman" bite off next? 
''I'm going to concentrate on school," Hiser related. 

"I'm going for an associate's in English. I'm also talking 
to someiagents about getting my art and my stories pub
lished. I always have things going." 

Dodd takes students 
on invertebrate find 
By JULIE SCKITTONE 
Starr Reporter 

Because fall '91 was the last time a junior-college 
level teacher would be allowed to instruct a senior
college level class, College of the Mainland biology in
structor Emmeline Dodd decided to take advantage of this 
final opportunity to teach Invertebrate Zoolog~ last se
mester. 

This was Dodd's final opportunity to teach the 
course because it is on the Coordinating Board of Higher 
Education's 1992 list of courses that can no longer be 
taught at community colleges. 

Dodd claimed, "This class is only for true survivors, 
and because the course work was extremely tough, I only 
ended up with four out of 11 students." 

Each student in the zoology class was required to 
study various classifications of inverteorate animals. 
The course also demanded each student to submit a col
lection of invertebrate specimens which was 20 percent 
of the course grade. 

The four "survivors" included Tara Gallian, Mellissa 
Lassiter, Michelle Warren and Teri McGowan. 

Because a field trip was an essential part of this 
course, Dodd and her four students set out for the Univer
sity of Texas Marine Science Institute in Port Aransas. 

Dodd chose the weekend of Dec. 6 for her students 
to stay at the university's dorms and work on their col
lections. They spent part or'their weekend on a boat and 
the other part wading in the water. 

According to McGowan, a miniature crane-like 
structure dropped from the boat, clamped up a large 
amount of mud and placed it on a sifting screen. The stu
dents then sifted through the mud to find certain species 
of animals. After locating these animals the students 
then learned about the life cycles, reproductive processes, 
metabolism and feeding habits of each. 

Warren said, "We found 10 different types of 
shrimp, including a pistol shrimp, but we were disap
pointed not to have found any Olives (a type of shell)." 

McGowan and W ruren listed a variety of items the 
group found including hydroids, mollusk shells, Riddle 
Stars, Rose Petal shells and many more. 

When the trip was over, all of the students felt they 
had learned a vast amount of information in such a short 
period of time. Most importantly,' however, they gained 
experience while doing so. Because each student stayed 
with the class and received "remarkable grades," Dodd 
feels that these are her true survivors. 

GCIC 
March 4 Sports Day 

College of the Mainland is_ looking for a few good 
athletes to be representatives at the Gulf Coast Intercol
legiate Conference March 4. 

The host for GCIC is North Harris Community 
College, located in north Houston. Those interested in 
participating should plan to stay the entire day. 

The activities planned are 3 on 3 basketball, racquet-
- ball, tennis, volleyball and softball. Other activities are 

planned but not yet definite. · 
Winners of scheduled tournaments will be eligible 

to participate at the conference. A limited number of par
ticipants will enter each event. Mini tournaments are be
ing held for those interested in qualifying for GCIC. 

A bowling tournament is planned for Feb. 27 at 
Tomball Bowling Lanes in Tomball at no cost to the 
participants. Twelve men and 12 women are needed. 
They must be credit studeTlts. 

' For more information, call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 418. 

Interested participants must sign-up in advance. 
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Program makes transfers to universities easier 
The CAN Plan program, which was initiated last se

mester, sponsored a College Day Oct. 15 at which sever
al four-year universities came to COM with information 
about their schools. Participating schools included Sam 
Houston State University, Huntsville; Texas A&M Uni
versity, College Station; Texas A&M in Galveston; 
East Texas State University, Commerce; and Stephen F. 
Austin University, Nacogdoches. 

four-year university will be too far away from home, 
that it will be too expensive, that the campus will be 
unfamiliar and that everyone will be a stranger. 

Continued from Page .,_ _________ _ 

slightest thing about transferring to a four-year institu
tion. 

CAN Plan is aimed at minorities, yet open to all 
students. The only qualifications for CAN Plan member
ship are having a 2.5 grade point average and an inten
tion to transfer. 

The program is the brainchild of Dotti Jones, busi
ness instructor and managing editor of COMs Broadsides 
magazine and is supported by Dr. Don Bass, dean of In
struction and Student Development 

"The strength of the program is the ability to garner 
cooperation among existing entities or departments and 
areas," Jones said. "The idea was to band together some 
of the heads of student services on campus and create a 
program designed to help COM students prepare to make 
the transition from a two-year to a four-year college." 

Members of the advisory committee include: Jones; 
Vanneise A. Collins, assistant to the president and Of
fice of Equal Educational Opportunity; Leroy August, 
COM counselor; and Maryann Urick, coordinator of Rec
reational Programs. 

Walter Kessler, COM media designer created the 
CAN Plan logo. 

Jones also presented a time management seminar in 
October last year. Former coordinater of counseling, 
Warren T. Dodson, presented an effective seminar also in 
October last year, covering some questions students 
could ask at the college day. 

"We try to help students to make the right kinds of 
decisions," Jones said. Topics for seminars this semester 
are goal setting and decision making. A second seminar 
on time management also is planned. 

All CAN Plan activities are designed to overcome 
barriers that might hinder the transferring process. 

Jones suggests that many obstacles transferring stu
dents face are primarily attitudinal. "Students should be 
more aggressive in looking for transferral assistance. 
COM has scholarships that are just begging for stu
dents." 

Examples of attitudinal obstacles are the fear that a 

Instructor's fiction captures audience 
Continued from Page .,_ _________ _ 

State, where he received his master's degree in political 
science, it was not until the early 1980s that he started 
pursuing his dreams of becoming a professional writer. 

In 1984 he began writing fiction and had his first 
story, "Echoes of Young County," published in The 
New Mexico Humanities Review. From then on, with 
the support of l\is colleagues at COM, more than 20 of 
his stories.ha.ve been published in.P1agaz.ipes. One of 
them has even been published in a short story antholo
gy. 

Finley stated that it was not easy for him to begin . 
writing again after several years of not writing. He gives 
much credit to COM English instructor Brett Jarrett who 
taught a creative writing course that Finley took. 

In an autobiographical piece, Finley writes: "Jarrett 
helped me to get past most of the beginner's problems, 
and I was inspired by his classes to start writing serious-
1 y. Most of my earlier stories were either started or fin
ished in Jarrett's writing classes that I proceeded to take 
three times." 

Writers often use environments in their stories with 
which they are familiar. Finley describes the setting he 
uses for his stories as "the vast emptiness and bleakness 
of the windblown flats of west Texas," which is very 
much like Knox City, where he grew up. 

"I think that Finley is taking an important step be
yond most writers," Jarrett stated. "He goes beyond be-

ing autobiographical by adding more ideas instead of just 
creating an interesting story." 

Finley's characters for the most part are people who 
have been through many hardships in their lives. "I per
ceive the acid character test to be the struggle to make 
morally enlightened choices in the face of unjust circum
stance," Finley writes. 

"All of my stories are a variation on this theme," 
he continues in the autobiograpgical piece. "They are 
about that part of the human condition that forces us to 
make moral choices in the context of the sometimes 
overwhelming contingencies of our lives." 

Brenda Brown, COM English instructor, uses a tril
ogy of Finloy's stories, "Custody," "Leaving on the 
Wind" and "Heaven is up in Wichita Falls," in her Intro
duction to Literature classes. She places him alongside 
many notable writers in classic literature such as Edgar 
Allen Poe and William Faulkner. 

'"Doctor' Finley is going to be remembered as one 
of the greatest influences on literature in the Southwest 
for his time," Brown stated. 

The political science teacher enjoys writing, which 
he says, is a good way to connect with oneself and un
derstand what is important and where one is in life. 

"It's a nice feeling to play God, just to see what 
kind of god you can be, to create a community of charac
ters and put them in a physical place and make some
thing happen so that it changes them," Finley concludes 
in his autobiographical piece. 

Black history activities held at COM 
Continued from Page .,_ _________ _ 

plained. "It ended up being mostly businesses in the 
Texas City-La Marque area to let people know that black 
businesses are doing well." 

The official title of the display is "African Ameri
cans: Facing the Challenges of Entrepreneurship." It is 
composed of business cards from businesses owned and 
operated by black business people in the area. Several 
copies of Black Enterprise are on exhibit. Articles from 
the magazine are mounted on the wall, while the display 
table holds some books. 

Henson, who creates the Black History Month dis
play in the library foyer every year, said the topics she 
has chosen in the past have been varied, including black 
political leaders, Dr. Martin Luther King, black invent-· 
ors, black musicians and athletes, James Baldwin and 
''just about every other subject" in her 15 years or more 
of doing the display. 

Several activities-will take place during college'hour 

to commemorate black history. They are: 
COM counselor Leroy August and Anthony Haw

kins will present the workshop, "Land that Job Fast," 
12:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Feb.'20. 

An African-American Cultural Festival will feature 
Debbie Gilchrist, who will give an interpretation of poe
try through dance, and Regency, a five person a capella 
group. The festival, sponsored by EEO, SAB and 
OAAC, will take place Feb. 23. 

A video presentation, "Starting Your Own Busi
ness," is set for 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in the Student Cen-
ter Feb. 27. 

"My Attitude," a workshop by James Shippy, direc
tor of activities at St. Phillips College, OAAC and the 
CAN program, 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in the Student Center 
Feb. 25 

The last event will be a Student/Staff Unity Feast 
(Umoja Karamu), in the Student Center Feb. 28 at 7 
p.m., featuring Patrick William's Jazz Quartet. · ' 

Funding for the CAN Plan proposal came in 1991 
when the Ford Auto Foundation held a leadership devel
opment program for college presidents at Texas A&M 
University. 

To carry the funding out, the foundation funded 
$5,000 to the student transfer section in COMs counsel
ing department A written report of CAN Plan progress 
will be sent back to the Ford Auto Foundation, pub
lished and then sent to other schools. 

Jones stated the program is effective because if all of 
the funded money is not used, committee members will 
still be in their own divisions and continue to meet to
gether. 

Because the CAN Plan is such a unique program and 
has such advantages, all students need to be made more 
aware of it, Jones said. She sent 257 letters to students 
fitting the qualifications, but only 10 got involved. 

Each adviser has a personal extension at which he 
may be reached: Jones Ext. 387, Collins Ext. 407, Au
gust Ext. 287 and Urick Ext. 418. Any member of the 
advisory committee may be contacted by students seek
ing transfer information. 

Miller remembered 
Continued from Page .... 

"A vital.wt of~ theater staff, Andrea co~. 
lributed en~µsly to all aspects of the theater . ;1f•~~,~•-

Miller ~ l)ired,full tune atCOM jn 19ssar~ 
ter .costuming sijch productions a$• Yacbeth agd 
C<lf!casian_<;~lk fircte. The rn:st.rua.x fil}~ ~s
tumed in her. newly ·appointed full~time· position 
was Cinderella. .. . .. 

· While atCOMshe also petformed onstage Du- ..... 
merous. tintes. )V®fln, said. not only did Mille,;qel ❖ · 

::t.¥8 

rade;'1 DttSpj~ ~9, "one wliicb had ;t ~ns 

··z?l-~i 
best costurnes:6r the eventeven though . itfonsist
ed of rejects from th~ costume shop. "The shoes, 
thoug~ were a:qi:fferent matter/' he said. . 

Fituilly, ·•me caine · across a pair of the "worst 
looking shoes l had ever seen," he said. "They 
were high heeled affairs, <lirectly from the '70s, but 
they fit the costume ,Pd looked truly Dic~ensoni* 
an!' . 

The prol>l¢m. was that they were simply . too 

"~!iFalBl 
itC 

.· "tlY~ifl;;~iii4-"I w~ aftalil9~fR*f} 



... 

Page 8, February 1992, InterCOM 

What's Happening 
Times sports editor new InterCOMer 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS 

Sports Editor 

The•IntetCOM has a, special.reason to celebrate. 
Brandon Williams, sports editor for The La Marque 
Times is a new staff reporter on the (;ollege of the 
Mainlandts student newspaper, Why would someone 
with his "background w-antto be on a schqolnewspa,- ..... 
per? Simple. He needs m ~ . the courses in or~;r to · 
get his associates degreeinJollU!~· · 
· The. Ti~s- bas been in publicatiQn since 1947 

and han ii<rver pad.a sports ~tor until Williams ~~ ···•· 
·•tame.the paper's first last Jltovember. 

Startfug inJanuacy 1990 while still a Stupentat ,, 
LaMatque, William~ became a.n;nes staff correspon-
dent. earning: eJtperienceinst~ of money. In May he 
qegan writing his o:wn sports column called ''Chalk . 
Tallc." Juggling his time betWeen .school 8!1d the pa• 
pyr, he climl)ed the1adderup to spons editor. 

Williams mostly covers high scbQOl sports but .·.· .: 
sometimes covers Little League games and junior ··· 
high sports. 

Although he main\y covers high school sports. 
being a sports editor has given Williams many pppur
tunities to inee1 many sportS celebrities. 

1bne of my most memorable celebrities to meet · 
was Will Clark, first baseman for tbe San Francisco 
Giants, " Williams said. He met Clark while covering 
the 1991 !Jouston Astros' home opener. 

"Opening night at the D was the first time I 
got to actually get on the field to cover a story,'' Wil
liams said. "Needless to say, I felt like a little kid." 

Williams and sports reporting go hand in hand. 
He was a journalism student in high school during 
his sophomore, junior and senior years. This is his 
second semester at COM. Later, he plans m transfer 
to eithet the University of Houston or Texas A&M 
University in College Station. .. 

Williams, a natural born athlete, started playing 
baseball in Pee~Wee league at the age of 6 and kept 
up with it through his senior year of high school. 

"I hold the unofficial record for being knocked 
out by line drives,'' Williams added. He was knocked 
out cold three times while pitching bis freshman 
year. 

He also played quarterback for two years at Levi 
Fry Junior High in Texas City and played defensive 
back his freshman year at La Marque High. He also 
played on the Fry basketball team fot one year. 

"l am currently playing slow-pitch softball on 
the weekends with a group of my friends," Wmiams 
said. "l am the closest thing to Bob Uecker as you 
can geL" 

La Marqae Times sports editor, Brandon Williams, 
is a member of the lnterCOMjournaJism staff this 
Seme~ter. Williams is the first sports editor at the 
Times. (Photo by Belinda Williams) 

Williams said that he .and Bob Uecker, a retired 
baseball player fot the St. Louis Cardinals, now do~ 
ing Miller Lite commercials, have a lot in common. 
"l will probably have a future in beer commercials," 
Wimams quipped. 

Of bis hobbies. Williams said, "My favorite car
toons are Bugs Bunny and Woody Woodpecker.'' 
Sleeping is his other hobby because he spends ap
proximately 17 hours a day working fo:r The Times 
after his classes at COM. His day off is Wednesday, 
and he spends most of it taking it easy and sleeping. 

Williams lived in Texas City until the ninth 
grade and then moved to La Marque where he graduat
ed from high school in 1990. He lives in La Marque 
with his parents and older sister while attending 
COM. · 

"I love my job," Williams said. "It's a strain on 
my social life, but there isn't much I'd rather be do
ing.'' 

A note for women looking for a sports writer: 
Williams is single. 

"In baseball terms, I'd be called a free agent," he 
said 

Student Activities Board offers benefits 
By JAMES MULLINS 

Staff Reporter 

"The Student Activity Board's primary function is to 
plan, develop and conduct the educational and recreational 
entertainment programs for College of the Mainland," 
said Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs coordinator 
and Student Activities Board sponsor. 

"This board was created so the students can get 
good entertainment to stimulate good feelings toward the 
college and its community," Urick added. 

According to SAB President Kathy Harper, the pro
gram also was developed to give student members an op
portunity to learn how to organize special activities for 
students. 

Harper continued, "The SAB is in charge of organiz
ing and planning most of the College Hour presenta
tions, dances, spook houses, carnivals, films and special 
speakers." 

Urick said, "These special events are planned and 
presented by the SAB, but are paid for by the college 
community through student activity fees." 

There are many things to gain for those in SAB and 
those who are getting involved. Students in SAB are in
volved with interesting people and gain leadership, plan
ning and money management skills. 

Urick stated, "The SAB has a scholarship program 
which was implemented to encourage involvement." Sh~ 
added, "There are five scholarships awarded to the SAB 
members who devote the most hours to SAB activities." 
Two are worth $200 and three are worth $100. 

SAB meetings are held on Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m. 
in the Physical Education Building, Room P-110; all are 
invited. 

If someone has a good idea about a program, but not 
enough time to get involved, or if there are questions 
about SAB, con'tact Urick at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 418. 

Beach Patrol hiring 
The Galveston County Sheriff Department Beach 

Patrol is accepting applications for the position of Beach 
Lifeguard I. 

If you are at least 17 years old, have a good swim
ming background and are in good· physical condition, call 
the Beach Patrol Office at (409) 766-2310 or 766-2331. 

A Beach Patrol supervisor will be stationed at the 
College of the Mainland Student Center Tuesday, Feb. 
18, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Library adds hours 
You'll be happy to know that since Feb. 8, the Col

lege of the Mainland Library has been open Saturdays 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

April talent show set 
The College of the Mainland Vocal Club is spon

soring a talent show April 25 at 8 p.m. COM Vocal 
Club President Chris DeMont said, "It's a multi-variety 
talent extravaganza involving local talent plus neighbor
ing high schools and colleges." 

Vocalists, bands, comedians and any other forms of 
entertainers are welcome to attend. Auditions are April 2 
from 7 to 10 p.m. and April 3 from 2 to 5 p.m. in the 
Fine Arts Building, Room F-117. For more information 
contact DeMont at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991 
Ext. 348 or Ext. 200. 

CAVE now relocated· 
By CHRIS PETERS 
Staff Reporter 

Are you having problems in English? When it 
comes to papers, do you find yourself in the dark? If so, 
head for the light in the College of the Mainland CA VE: 
The Center for Academic and Vocational Enrichment. 

The CA VE is offered to any student with an English 
problem. Whether it be with an English class or a prob
lem with a paper for some other class, the CA VE in
structors will help you. 

CA VE has been a successful resource for students, 
and the CA VE instructors are happy with the progress 
students who seek their assistance have made, said San
dra Evans, director of the Learning Assistance Center, to 
which CA VE has been moved. 

CA VE, which formerly was located on the mezza
nine of the Resource Learning Center Library, is now in 
the LAC, Room L-248. 

The reason for the move is to benefit both instruc
tors and students, Evans said. 

The instructors will now be closer to their offices, 
giving them easier access to their materials. For the stu
dents the computers in the center will help them with 
grammar. Anything the instructor or student needs will 
be available without many interruptions, E".ans stressed. 
After all it is a learning center. · 

Instead of making an appointment to see your in
structor in his office, why not go see any one of the six 
English instructors who may be available at a time- con-
venient for you. · 

Another good point of the CA VE is its leisure at
mosphere, Evans said. It gets away from the office situa
tion. Think about it, this takes away some of the pres
sure of having to go one on one with your instructor. 

Although it's not required, instructors do keep track 
of who seeks their help in CA VE, Evans stated. 

1be instructors who are available and their times and 
days are as follows: Jo Ann Pevoto, Mondays from 9:30 
to 10:50 a.m.; Brenda Brown, Mondays 11 a.m. to 
noon; Thomas Carter, Tuesdays from 9:30 to 10:50 
a.m.; Ouida Sanmann, Tuesdays from 11 a.m. to 12:20 
p.m. Brett Jarrett is available Tuesdays through Thurs
days from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m., and on Monday nights 
Perle Dumas is in the CA VE from 5 to 8 p.m. 



Do you know where your car is? 
See Car Theft Story Page 3 

How private is your private life? 
See Pages 4 and 5 to find out 

What else is going on in music today? 
See Alternative Music Pages 8 and 9 
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-Nicaraguan attacks U.S. policy 
By BRANDON WILLIAMS 
Staff Reporter 

The Rev. Miguel D'Escoto, the former Nicaraguan 
foreign minister, spoke to a crowd of roughly 100 at 
College of the Mainland on the morning of April 21. 

Rev. D'Escoto's title might be father, but his sting
ing criticism of the United States was anything but 
priestlike; in his speech, which lasted more than an 
hour, Rev. DEscoto battered American policies in a way 
that would've made Japan blush in envy. 

"America is the most wasteful country in the 
world," he said. "In fact, they are more of a threat than a 
help." 

Rev. DEscoto drew comparisons of America to the 
Roman Empire and how the Romans became complacent 
and eventually wilted into decay. 

The priest's accomplishments speak for themselves. 
He earned a master's degree from the Columbia School 
of Journalism in New York and ·a masters' degree from 
Maryknoll Seminary, Maryknoll, NY. and has been the 

See Guest Page 11 

Al Bass named Outstanding Teacher 
By KIM MITCHELL 
Staff Reporter 

The four finalists for the 1992 Outstanding Teacher Award were an
nounced April 13. The finalists were: AI Bass, physical education instruc
tor; Margaret Ringhoff, biology instructor; Larry Smith, history instructor 
and Outstanding Teacher of 1988; and Bob Wennagel, accounting and busi
ness law instructor. 

Rev. Miguel D'Escoto, former Nicaraguan foreign 
minister, speaks to an audience of about 100 at COM 
April 21 outlining his dissatisfaction with the United 
States' handling of his country's affairs. 

The winner of the award was announced at the College of the Main
land Employee Recognition Dinner held May 1 at the South Shore Harbor 
Conference Center in Clear Lake. Dr. Donald Bass, dea.'1 of Instruction and 
Student Development, presented this year's award to Al Bass. 

After accepting the award, Bass said he was embarrassed because he 

See Bass Page 11 Al Bass 
(Photo by Julie Sckittone) 

COM silver anniversary celebrations planned 
By JEFF KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

Happy Birthday, College of the Mainland! COM is 
celebrating its 25th year of existence during the 1992-93 
school year with a host of special events. 

A 21-member committee of COM employees from 
every building has been planning and developing the sil
ver anniversary celebration. 

An employee contest was held to find a tag line 
(slogan) for the anniversary. The winner was math in
structor Dr. Ali Ravandi with the submission, "Building 
Futures for a Changing World." 

Some of the events planned include a special Fall 
'92 convocation with a guest speaker to kick off the aca
demic anniversary year, an open house in October featur
ing a contest with door prizes and a grand prize trip for 
two, a writing contest for elementary and high school 
students on what COM will be like in future anniversary 
years, and a photo contest with a campus life motif. The 
best photo will receive a $100 award. Second and third 
places may receive some special prizes from Kodak or 
Fuji. _ 

The silver anniversary theme will be attached to the 
year's tennis and racquetball tournaments and the fun 
runs held at the college. The Dance for Your Heart event 

COM campus grieves counselor's death 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Assistant Editor 

Dr. Chester Stout, a counselor at College of the Mainland, died Mon
day, April 6, at Humana Hospital-Clear Lake. 

Visitation was April 7 at James Crowder Funeral Home in Texas 
City; funeral services were held the following day at University Baptist 
Church in Clear Lake City, followed by burial in Dickinson Cemetery in 
Dickinson. 

Considered a vital part of the COM Counseling Department, Dr. 
Stout worked hard for many years helping students plan course studies and 
with their personal problems. 

Dr. Stout was born in Galveston March 5, 1942, and graduated from 
La Marque High School. 

He graduated from the University of Texas in 1970 wiLh a bachelor's 
See Stout Page -11 Dr. Chester C. Stout 

will also carry the silver anniversary theme. 
Silver certificates will be awarded to the winners of 

these events along with the usual trophies: 
An Employee Recognition Dinner, the second event 

of the 25th anniversary celebration, was held at South 
Shore Harbor on Friday, May 1. 

The Galveston Daily News and the Texas City Sun 
printed a tabloid on Sunday, May 3, and sent it to 
40,000 homes at no cost to COM. It covered the 25th 
anniversary of COM and Galveston College. 

,When talks of forming a junior college in Galveston 
County began, a conflict arose between Galveston Island 
and the mainland on school location and desired curricu
lum, according to the COM 20th Anniversary Report 
booklet. The conflict led to a de-annexation, of the 
Galveston School District, and on Dec. 10, 1966, the 
voters of the mainland part of Galveston County ap
proved a bond issue for junior college support. 

The COM Board of Trustees elected Dr. Herbert F. 
Stallworth to serve as COM's first president, and COM's 
first "Administration Building" was set up in an office at 
the Bank of La Marque. The board chose Dr. Stallworth 
as president because he had proven himself in the devel
opment of two other colleges according to a "COM In
stitutional Self Study" published in 1983. 

' See COM Page 11 

lnterCOM wins 
TIPA award 
See fnterCOM Page 12 for details 



Page 2, May 1992, InterCOM 

Editorials/News 
COM students flock to 
Spring Fever Dance 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
Staff Reporter 

It was a cool spring night. The stars were out. I 
walke.d into the hotel and went straight to the Spring Fe
ver Dance. 

• The Student Activities Board sponsore.d College of 
the Mainland's spring dance at the Hotel Galvez in 
Galveston April 3. Approximately 200 people attended. 

To carry out the Spring Fever: A Night Under the 
Stars theme, the decorations were balloons, some with 
stars, stars hanging from the ceiling over the dance floor 
and fishbowls with candles in them. 

Refreshments for the dance were provide.ct by the ho
tel and included a vegetable tray, a fruit tray, finger sand
wiches, egg rolls, cheese, crackers and chicken wings. 
Coke, Sprite and other soft drinks were available. Mixed 
drinks, beer and other alcoholic beverages were available 
for purchase. 

Music for the dance was provide.ct by Mike's Mobile 
Music. Mike played everything from Nirvana to Garth 
Brooks. Early in the evening, the dance floor was empty, 
so to break the ice, SAB members got up and danced. 
Then other people joined in. From then on, during some 
songs, the dance floor was packe.d, while during others it 
was nearly bare. 

Several faculty and staff members attende.d the dance. 

COM students John Garza and Andrea Medellin dance to tunes played by Mike's Mobile Music at the COM Spring 
Fever Dance held at the Hotel Galvez in Galveston April 3. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Among them were math instructor Michael Judge, eco
nomics instructor Bob Young, biology instructor 
Emmeline Dodd, COM police officer Matthew Clausen, 

physical e.ducation secretary Glenda Rebstock, financial 
services secretary Hilda Jones and COM Press secretary 
Terri Cornelius. 

Students respond to survey about food services 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activity 
Council conducted a food survey in the Student Center 
during the second week of April. One-hundre.d fifty-one 
people replie.d. 

The fill-in blanks on the survey allowe.d respondents 
to indicate whether they were students, employees, other, 
or student employees. Other questions aske.d what people 
were willing to pay for meals, and how many times per 
week they ate in the cafeteria or from vending machines. 
They also were aske.d to rate the quality of food from 
poor to excellent and to rate the cafeteria services, on the 
same scale, and whether they considere.d the present cafe
teria hours (Monday-Thursday 8 a. m. to 8 p.m. and Fri-
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day 8 a. m. to 1 p. m.) to be satisfactory. A final ques
tion aske.d, "What would the food service have to dofo 
order for you to patronize the cafeteria and/or vending 
machines?" 

The average amount of people are willing to pay for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner are $3.22, $3.60 and $3.75 
respectively. The average number of times per week stu
dents eat in the cafeteria are three, while average trips to 

. the vending machines are four. 
The quality of the food from the cafeteria and the 

quality of the food from the vending machines was rate.d 
poor (1), average (2), good (3) or excellent (4). The cafe
teria averaged a score of 1.94 while the vending ma
chines receive.ct a 2.91. 

Service in the cafeteria and service from the vending 
machines was 1.82 for the cafeteria and the vending ma-

chine average was 2.47. 
Cafeteria hours were satisfactory to 79.3 percent of 

the people who answere.d the question, 19.3 percent said 
they were unsatisfactory and 2 percent did not answer. 

In response to the final question, about what the 
food service could do to improve, the majority of the 
complaints were that the prices of the food were too high 
and the attitudes of the employees nee.de.ct to improve. 

Some of the comments were: 
"I feel the cafeteria staff is friendly and care about 

what they serve to tneir customers. They know me by 
name." 

"I think !}laybe they should open lunch at 10:30 
a.m. instead of 11 a.m. because so many people hate to 
wait." 

"The prices are way too high." 

Fire academy members graduate 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Sports Editor 

College of the Mainland's evening-class fire acade
my cadets participated in graduation ceremonies Friday, 
April 24. Day-class cadets graduated Saturday, April 25. 
The graduations were held in the Learning Resource Cen-

ter Auditorium. 
The evening class consisted of 12 men and one 

woman;16 men and one woman made up the day class. 
Donna Stroud was the president of the evening class 

and Michael Comitius was the president of the day class. 
Both gave a brief speech about the fire academy." 

Stroud also was presente.d a plaque for the most im
prove.ct student 

"I really enjoye.d the academy; I am going to miss it 
and all the instructors, they were great," Stroud ex
plained. "I had originally wante.d to go to Houston Com
munity College for fire training, but they dropped the 
course. I ende.d up enrolling in the COM academy and 
thought it was not going to be very good, but it tµrned. 

out to be a great academy. 
The fire technology program is under the direction 

of Jon Leacroy, who has been in the fire service since 
1978. "I was very proud of all of them; they have all 
worke.d very hard," Leacroy said. 

Most of the cadets in the academy are volunteer fire
men in their communities. 

Evening classes take approximately eight months to 
complete and the day classes take about four. Evening 
classes are held from 6-10 p.m. Monday, Wedneday and 
Friday and from 8 a.m.- 5 p.m. on Saturday. Day classes 
are held Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 8 p.m.- 5 
p.m. 

Not only do the cadets learn fire training, but they 
also go through emergency medical training. Upon 
completion of the course, the cadets become eligible for 
certification by the state. Many cities require completion 
of the fire academy for firefighters seeking employment 

After each ceremony graduates, their families and 
friends were serve.ct cake, punch and coffee in the Student 
Center. 
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Thieves heist car from COM Lot A 
By JULIE SCKITTONE 
Staff Reporter 

Imagine walking out to your car; as you reach for 
your keys, you sigh in relief that the day is over and all 
you can think about is going home. You reach the spot 
where you had parked your car earlier, but your car is 
gone! 

This is exactly w·hat happened to Phil Johnson, head 
of media services at College of the Mainland. J9hnson's 
car was stolen from the parking lot directly in front of 
the Student Center between 12:10 p.m. and 5 p.m. on 
April 2. 

Johnson said he didn't see any reason for his '78 
Oldsmobile ninety eight to be stolen other than "some
one must have just needed parts for an oldsmobile." 

That is in fact what was needed. The car was found 
in West Texas City, but it was stripped from the dash-

board to the front end, including the engine and all four 
wheels. "I can't believe anyone would want that car bad 
enough to take it on such a rainy day," replied Johnson. 

Reporting officer Guillermo Huerta told Johnson 
that nothing could be done until the car was found. Hu
erta said "The initial process in a case like this is to take 
the original report and turn it over to an area police de
partment." In this case it was turned over to the Hitch
cock police department. 

Johnson also stated: "Something should be done to 
increase security or perhaps it has improved but I just 
didn't notice until something happened to me. I guess 
unless the thieves are caught in the act, they'll continue 
to get away scot free." 

In reference to the telephone theft in Suite B of the 
~earning Resources Center reported in the March/April 
issue of InterCOM, the thieves apparently also got away 
scot free. The case, however, is still under investigation 
by the campus police. 

Crime up at COM during summer 
Chief Miller: Worst crimes at COM are those that go unreported 
By CHRIS PETERS 
Staff Reporter 

The worst crimes at College of the Mainland are the 
ones which go unreported. 

"If the students don't report a crime, how is security 
going to know there is a problem?" asked Howard Mill
er, chief of police at COM. 

"It doesn't matter how small or large the crime is, it 
helps to let police know that one has been committed," 
Chief Miller said. "If the same crime is committed 10 
times and only one of the victims reports it, it is not 
considered a problem because people blew it off." 

Although Chief Miller does not consider vandalism 
a problem on campus, he did say it gets worse in the 
summer months when the high school students are at 
COM for summer school. "We find things such as racial 
slurs on the elevator floor and things ripped off the bath
room walls," the chief explained._These senseless crimes 
take taxpayers money and COM manpower to fix. 

"If a man has to stop one job to clean off a wall it's 
a waste of time and energy," Chief Miller said disgustt;d-

ly. The chief emphasized the importance of reporting 
any crime because it is the only way to recognize a prob
lem. If a student or COM employee has a problem, he 
can reach the campus police from any phone on campus 
by dialing Ext 599, Chief Miller said. The campus po-

lice are on call 24 hours a day. If a call has to be made 
from off campus, dial (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991 
before dialing the emergency extension. For non
emergencies call Ext. 403. 

The largest problem on campus is theft, Chief Mill
er said. And the most thefts occur in the gym locker 
room. "Don't ever leave valuables in those lockers," the 
chief stressed. "It doesn't matter, locked or otheiwise. 
I've seen holes cut in the steel cages." Chief Miller added 
that the items stolen most often seem to be checkbooks 
jewlery and, "~ooks are always coming up missing." ' 

One of the lesser offenses on campus is feeding the 
du~ks, but thi~ is not a humorous offense to the campus 
police. The chief explained if students feed the ducks on 
campus, the ducks will keep coming around the build
ings, making a mess on the walkways. Then someone 
has to come behind the ducks and clean up. 

Compared to other campuses Chief Miller has 
worked at, he feels this is a beautiful campus. He be
lieves that 98 percent of the students at COM are here 
for business: to study and learn and not cause trouble. 

"If people vandalize it takes their own tax dollars to 
fix (the property vandalized)," Chief Miller stressed. This 
is money out of the budget that some student might need 
for student aid. 

Chief Miller urges people to report all crimes and to 
do so immediately. The emergency extension is 599 and 
the non-emergency e?(tension is 403. 
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King verdict no excuse 
for killings, violence 

RODNEY 
CONLEY 

JULIE 
SC KITTO NE 

No one ever said that justice is fair, and the cruel 
truth seems to be that justice is more implied than real. 
At least this seems to be the case with the not-guilty 
verdict rendered in the Rodney King/police trial. The 
~onstitution guarantees justice, but what looks like jus
uce on paper may be morally unjust, and in the end a 
score will be settled if moral justice is not perceived. 

The not-guilty verdict caused a score-settling riot 
with people killed and property demolished in the streets 
of Los Angeles. The rest of the nation saw violence in 
Seattle, Wash., Las Vegas, and New York to name a 
few, and marches and protests in other areas. 

The May 4 issue of The Houston Post reported 48 
confirmed deaths, 2,000 injuries and 9,000 arrests. The 
rioting also resulted in 10,000 buildings either looted or 
destroyed by fire. 

The firefighters were faced with "amatuer" snipers as 
well as people wielding axes in attempts to halt them 
from extinguishing the blazes. 

The question of two wrongs making a right comes 
to mind. Let's face it, it was inevitable that some display 
of public action would be the result of the jury's flabber
gasting verdict. However, the carnage that exploded 
over the next couple of days was definitely not a right! 

That the public is screaming for change is more 
than obvious now. Racial tensions have been smolder
ing all along; the Rodney King verdict simply fanned the 
embers into a raging fire, but the current situation needs 
to move from being a racial issue to being a human is
sue with justice accorded to all human beings. It's rather 
ironic that the beating that Rodney King suffered is the 
same beating inflicted on an innocent truck driver and 
two motorcyclists, one of which was killed and the other 
critically injured. 

Not to say that the jury's decision was by any 
means the right one (most people strongly feel that what 
was shown on the video did not fit the jury's decision 
concerning the officers), but the way that people have 
been showing their disappointment only separates and 
destroys our American unity more than it helps resolve 
anything. 

One south central L.A. looter stated that he had hit a 
certain Korean liquor store just because the owner had 
once accused him of shoplifting and refused to sell him 
milk when he was,4 cents short. The man's comment 
was "I got my four cents." This shows how quickly the 
violence moved from being directly related to the King 
verdict, tq becoming an opportunity to "get back" at so
ciety. 

Looking at the media coverage of the carnage, one 
would get the impression of watching a Third World 
country (you know, one in which people with heavy l\f
tillary think it's balanced to fight people with rocks) en
gulfed in their own civil war, except now it's happening 
in our own back yard. Some people have likened the de
struction in L.A. to the destruction of Kuwait City. 

The most ridiculous thing about the destruction is 
that we are to blame. We are the culprits tearing our
selves apart from each other. Will we ever learn? Or are 
we destined to forever blindly follow the bandwagon of 
mayhem that currently surrounds us? 

How do we explain this behavior to ourselves or, 
moreover, to our children? They probably don't under
stand it, and the sad truth is neither do we. 

If it hasn't gotten through to anyone yet, the simple 
fact is that the world is nc! a perfect place. But it is what 
we make of it (for ourselves and for others) ... 'end of 
discussion. 
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Officer Jose Villarreal, a member of the COM Campus Police, halts to talk to a student and to a COM 
maintenance worker. Villarreal is on one of the bicycles the police are using this summer to patrol the campus. 
The bikes give the officers more maneuverability to get into tight spots . (Photo by Melani Thompson) 

COM security starts new bike patrol 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Security Officer's 
Association is going to try a new approach to patrol
ling this summer semester. In fact COM students al
ready are starting to see the rather unusual sight of 
campus police deterring crime as they whiz around on 
bicycles. 

"During summer school there are many petty 
thefts around the COM campus," COM campus po
lice officer Jose Villarreal said. To combat this, the 
association decided to look into the current increase in 
bicycle law enforcement around the United States. 

The association took three months to conceive 
this new plan contacting such community sponsor" 

as K mart, WalMart and Sears to obtain materials and 

gear needed, including two Murray 12-speed bicycles, 

shorts, helmets and other apparrel. 

"There are some places on campus we can't get 
into as easily as others," Villarreal stated. "To some 
places our patrol car and the carts are limited." 

With the bikes officers now have the advantage 
of being able to ride in between cars, to jump up onto 
sidewalks and to have more overall speed and maneu
verability. "The bikes are also good low maintainance 
devices and they help the officer stay in shape," Vil
larreal added. 

The COM Police Officer's Association was 
formed two years ago and meets once a month. Villar
rael is the treasurer and secretary and said that the as
sociation also is a Good News Committee that tries 
to help community non-profit organizations. 

Medic handles stress in Desert Storm 
Editor's Note: Arthur W. Fiedler, a student in Mary
lou Morrow's COMW 0360 writing improvement class, 
was asked to write an essay along with other class mem
bers on how to deal with stress. Fiedler wrote of his ex
perience as a medic in Operation Desert Storm, the war 
the United States fought with Iraq to free Kuwait begin
ning Jan. 151991. 

Fiedler was born May 21, 1963. After graduating 
from Heights Baptist Christian School in Texas City, he 
spent six years of active duty in the U.S. Navy as a 
medic. From 1987 to the present, he has been in the re
serves as a Navy medic. He is presently a pre-nursing 
student at College of the Mainland. 

Stress of the Desert 
It's 119 degrees and you have grit from the hot 

desert sand in your mouth. Your heartbeat pounds in 
your head. Your adrenal glands are working overtime. Il's 
been 31 hours since you have so-called slept. Yes, the 
time has come that you prayed never would. The ground 

war has begun! You realize at any moment the cry "Med
ic!" may haunt your ears as it rings out. Has all of my 
medical training paid off? Will I be able to hold out? 

These are some of the questions I asked myself Jan. 
15, 1991. This is how I handled the stress of Operation ' . '•. . . 
Desert ~torm. 
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Heat injuries were of the highest concern. Were my 
men drinking enough water? Will they allow troops time 
to rest? Can they get water to us if we run out? This fac
tor would come to be a daily worry. 

Gunshot wounds probably are the most feared injury 
I might encounter. To have someone depending on your 
ability to make a split second decision is the wall be
tween life and death. So many of the Marines in our unit 
were very good friends of mine. They always seemed to 
depend on "Doc." If I was OK they were OK. Even times 
when I was scared I didn't dare show it. I counted on 
them for protection. 

Last of all and the worst nightmare of any of the 
scenarios, was inability to medevac casualties. Things 
and circumstances change in hostile environments. You 
may find yourself the only chain in the evacuation plan. 
No medevacs, doctors or help, just you. 

In closing, the way I tried to eliminate unforeseen 
stressful problems was to educate. What I mean by this 
was to educate the soldiers I would be supporting in 
first-aid, CPR and desert survival. I found this to be a 
great help in the stressful days of the war. I found any 
help was better than none at all, and that made my job 
easier. Planning is the key to help eliminate stress. I 
hope you will take in thought these facts so. y9u _may 
learn from situation's that happened to me. •. . . .· 

Your private life 
isn't that private 

By BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Sports Editor 

Do Uncle Sam, credit bureaus, banks, insurance 
companies or any other interested parties know more 
about your personal life than your own mother? You 
may think the answer is no, but it really could be yes. 

Your private lif.e may not be as private as you 
would like to think. More and more information is being 
gathered about people's personal lives and is being stored 
in a computer somewhere. Most adults have at one time 
or another, sought credit (or a credit card) or bought insu
rance, and if they have, there probably are at least two 
dossiers with their names on them, according to an arti
cle written by Robert S: Boyd of the Wichita Eagle. 

Every time you use your credit card, dial an 800 or 
900 number, order from a catalog, buy or rent a car, re
serve a hotel room, or an airline ticket, visit a doctor or 
hospital, take out a mortgage, or engage in almost any 
transaction, you give out information about yourself. 

According to an article about privacy in Consumer 
Reports, May 1991, much of the most sensitive infor
mation about Americans resides at credit bureaus. The 
nation's credit bureaus keep files on nearly 90 percent of 
all American adults - anybody who ever buys something 
on credit. Credit grantors, such as department stores, 
credit-card issuers and banks, report the payment histo
ries of their customers to one or several credit bureaus. 

Each month creditors feed information about your 
payment history to one or more of the bureaus by com
puter. 

In a another article by Boyd for the St. Paul Pioneer 
Press, he quoted Rep. Clay Shaw, R-Florida, saying at a 
congressional hearing on computer threats to privacy, "I 
think the overwhel_ming majority of the American popu
lation would be absolutely shocked to know how much 
information is being gathered about them, and how free
ly this information is available to those who seek to un-
cover it." 

At the same hearing Boyd quoted Rep. Bob Wise, 
D-W.Va., chairman of the House Subcommittee on 
Government Information saying, "In the not-too-distant 
future, consumers face the prospect that a computer 
somewhere will compile a record about everything they 
purchase, every place they go and every thing they do. 
"I'm not ·sure this is a vision of the future that will make 
most Americans feel comfortable." 

Did you know that every 10 years a U.S. Census is 
taken to find how our population has increased? Ameri
cans are asked to fill out a census form which asks ques
tions about race, marital status, rent, home value and 
size, and how many people live in one household. These 
questionnaires are supposed to be kept confidential for 72 
years. 

If you don't like the government knowing all those 
things about you as a result of the census questionnaire, 
consider this: There is a federal law which says anyone 
refusing to answer the census will be fined a maximum 
of $100 and fined $500 for giving fal_se information. 

An article in the May 1991 Consumer Reports 
states that if you've ever applied for individual life, 
health or disability insurance, your insurer may have had 
you checked out with the Medical Infonnation Bureau in 
Westwood, Mass. 

The medical information is obtained. from public 
records and from doctors, with the written permission of 
the insurance applicant. The MIB keeps records on about 
15 million individuals and their medical conditions or 
other factors that could affect their longevity. 

Modern technology has made it difficult to protect 
your privacy; however, you can follow these basic steps 
enumerated in the Jan. 20. 1989, edition of Editorial Re-
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Your private life may be public 
Continued from Page+-----------
search Reports to protect your privacy. 

*Don't give out your Social Security number un
less legally required to do so. Federal agencies that re
quire your Social Security number or other personal in
formation are required to state the legal authority for 
asking for the information and the consequences, if any, 
of your. failure to answer. Employers and providers of 
services may ask for your number and may refuse to hire 
or serve you if you decline, but they have no legal right 
to your number. Most will not insist on receiving it. 

*Never discuss sensitive information on a cellular or 
cordless telephone. For example, don't give out your 
credit card numbers over such telephones. Other tele
phones could possibly pick up your telephone's trans
mission allowing your conversation to be heard by 
someone you don't even know. 

* Ask your bank to sign an agreement that it will 
not release information about your accounts to anyone 
who does not have legal authority, and that if there is a 
legal order for records, the bank will make an effort to 
notify you within two days. 

*If you're turned down for a job, a loan, an apart
ment or just about anything else, ask why. You may 
find that a file containing inaccurate or incomplete infor
mation is the problem. Contact the business or agency 
that divulged the information and ask to see your file. 

*If you suspect you're being investigated by a feder
al agency, or that a federal agency is keeping a file on 
you, submit a Freedom of Information Act request to 

that agency to see your file. 
*Be aware that when you respond to telephone or 

door-to~door surveys, the information will go into a data 
bank. The only survey you're legally obliged to answer 
is the U.S. Census. If you do choose to answer survey 
questions, ask for identification of the person asking the 

questions. 
*Whenever you provide personal information to 

anyone - employer, loan officer, or insurance agent - as
sume that whatever information you give will go into a 
data-base. Do not answer questions that are irrelevant to 
the purpose at hand or that you don't want in the data 
base. 

*Be aware that if you purchase a product or receive a 
service that your name may be sold to a mailing list 
company. If you do not want your name sold, say so be
fore completing the transaction. 

*If you suspect your telephone is tapped, or a bug is 
being used in your residence, contact a private investiga
tor who specializes in countersurveillance. If you find 
evidence of eavesdropping equipment, contact the police 
and an attorney. 

_ *If a federal agent or a police officer comes to your 
door to ask questions, you are not legally obligated to 
answer. If you choose to answer an FBI agent's question, 
however, you must tell the truth; lying is a violation of 
federal law. 

Everyone has a right not to have their privacy invad
ed. Remember there are precautions you can take to en
sure that your rights are protected. 

Students voice coIDplaints to Dr. Bass 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Managing Editor 
and CHRIS PETERS 
Staff Reporter 

Dr. Don Bass, College of the Mainland dean of In
struction and Student Development, met with students 
April 14 in an open forum to discuss any problems stu
dents might have. The meeting was originally scheduled 
for the Student Center but the group moved to the Tech
nical Educational Building shortly before the meeting. 

This is the third time he has met with students and 
the second time this semester. Dean Bass first met with 
students December 1991; the second meeting was Feb. 
27. Although only nine students were pre~ent, including 
Student Activities Board member Sue Barton SAB Pres
ident Kathy Harper, SAB Treasurer Andrea Medellin Or
ganization for African American Culture President Pke
la ~rown, Babette Jammer and Zurii Cohen, some good 
points were brought up. 

When a student commented about the small number 
of students present, Dean Bass laughed and said "I con
sider this a good turnout." At the February ~eeting 
only only four students came. 

SAB President Harper opened the meeting and Dr. 
Ba~s br~ugh~ up points from the February meeting 
wh1~h pnmanly were cafeteria concerns, such as buying 
a microwave for students who bring their lunch lower
ing the high prices of food, the poor attitude of ;mploy
ees who work in the cafeteria and the quality of the food 
served. 

Dr. Bass stated that a suggestion box had been 
placed in the food line and that he will look into the 
matter of getting a microwave. The Student Activities 
Council co~ducted a survey in the Student Center, the re
sults of which are on page 2 of this issue. The headline 
reads: Students respond to SAC survey. 

Dr. Bass expressed strong concern about the prob
lem with the cafeteria workers. Students complained that 
the workers showed favoritism and made rude comments 
to the students; they just weren't helpful. Dr. Bass agreed 
that this is not good for the school and said he would 
"look into" that situation. 

The first new issue brought up concerned first aid on 

campus. A student pointed out that students can't get 
into the.first aid boxes without a key, and that it's not 
easy to find someone to open it. Dean Bass responded 
that the campus police have keys. 

The second point was a grievance from OAAC 
members Brown, Jammer and Cohen, who wanted to 
share the the Student Center with the Fire Academy on 
April 24. Dean Bass said that the organization that has 
reserved a building has a right to keep the building for 
themselves. 
. OAAC also raised the question of whether the pub

lic may attend graduation ceremonies. "Graduations are 
public, anyone can go," Dr. Bass answered. "They are a 
great public relations tool, and the more people who at
tend the better." 

COM drafting student Thomas Williams expressed a 
need for more block hour and certificate programs. He 
has ?een ~n th~ ~afting program for almost two years 
and 1s havmg difficulty completing his program because 
of the ~ourse availability. Dr. Bass resolved this problem 
by saymg that drafting will have a certificate level this 
fall. 

A discussion about the problem of having inade
quate class hours for such classes as nutrition drafting 
Child Growth and Development and shorthand,(which i; 
only offered at night) also took place. 

The next concern was the golf carts on campus. A 
student was upset about reckless driving and the pedestri
ans who may be threatened by these carts. The students 
at the meeting agreed it was a few of the student mail 
carriers who drive these carts recklessly. 

The final concern was that summer high school stu
dents may be allowed in to the recreational areas (such as 
the pool table room in the Student Center). Dr. Bass 
stated f:bat high school students wouldn't ~ able to use 
these facilities because they aren't full-time COM stu-. 
dents. 

COM provides.a non-profit summer school for area 
high schools, such as La Marque, Hitchcock and Dickin
son. Dr. Bass said, "This is our way to get students fa
miliar with COM so they may come here after high 
school." He added that 11 percent of the high school 
summer school students return to COM as college, stu
dents. 
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Torch-run T-shirts 

COM Campus Police Officer Vernon Ewell ex
hibits one of the T-shirts the COM Police De
partment is selling to help raise money for the 
Texas Special Olympics. The shir-ts may be pur
chased for $10 in the police office located in the 
Administration Building. 

(Photo by Melani Thompson) 

COM gallery presents 
new L.A. abstractio·n 
By JAMES MULLINS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's current exhibition in the 
COM Art Gallery is the New L.A. Abstraction, which 
includes non-figurative works from 10 of Los Angeles' 
abstract artists. The exhibit runs through May 29. 

"This abstraction is the final series of events that 
were made possible by a grant from the Texas Commit
tee for the Humanities," said Dr. Lizza. "The exhibition 
is presented to area residents in order to provide direct 
c_ontact with some of the more vital images representa
uve of new directions in West Coast abstract art." 

The exhibition is free and can be viewed from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday by appointment 
only. For appointments and additional information call 

. the COM Fine Arts Office at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 348 or 354. 

Artist Lisa Adams stands beside her artwork in the 
most recent COM Art Gallery exhibit, the New L.A. 
Abstractions. The work is a multi-media piece with 
paint and metal. Adams did the metal work herself. 
The exhibit continues through May 29. 

(Photo by Melani Thompson) 
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Sports/Recreation 

First- and second-place winners of the 3-on-3 basketball tournament played in the COM gym April 16 pose with 
their trophies. The four men on the left are the first-place Blackwave team members Michael Judge, Ivory Lee, 
Dexter Smith, John Davis and spectator 2-year-old Marcus Evans, son of Mike Evans. The second-place Kennard 
Tigers on the left are Troy West, Mike Evans, Collins Miller and Rapheal Foy. (Photo by Belinda Williams) 

Should COM have intercollegiate sports? 
By BRANDON WILLIAMS 
Staff Reporter 

If College of the Mainland played a game of Jeapor
dy, an answer might be: 

"At a cost of roughly $500,000, this type of enter
tainment could be a risky idea." 

If your question is "What is an athletic program?" 
go to the head of the class. With an economy starving 
for nourishment, an attempt to support a full-time ath
letic program at COM would indeed be risky business. 

"That's the $64,000 question," said COM gym in
structor Jerry Bryant. "As far as I'm concerned, there's 
not a good answer to that question." 

With success expected in minimal time, the prob
lem of quick cash flow coming from the school looms 
in the balance. 

"If you're going to win, you have to spend some 
money," said Dr. Don Bass, dean oflnstruction and Stu
dent Development. "You have to have money for coach
es, recruiting and donns." 

There has been casual interest among the COM 
Board of Trustees in recent years, but according to Dr. 
Bass, "The interest never seems to mature." 

With a ballpark figure of $500,000, an even bigger 
question arises. 

Where would the cash for such a program come 
from? 

Dr. Bass didn't delve into the financial aspect of the 
matter, but it could be assumed that a total overhaul of 
the college budget would be in order. Most of all, tuition 
fees - which have slowly shot up in the past year -
would make a rapid ascent. 

"I think if the students said they would like to have 
a program and came with a strong message, I think the 
board would listen," Dr. Bass said. 

Bryant said, "I'd support a program here; it would 
give the school a sense of self-pride in itself. 

While · some view college athletes "holier than 
thou," Bryant thinks the problem is one that won't arise 
should the school eventually get a program started. 

"Some people think of athletes as elitists," said 
Bryant. "I don't buy that. There are only one of a million 
athletes to make it in the NBA and you have to consider 
the farm system they come up from." 

The COM board should lend the student body an ear; 

there are some students - ex-athletes in particular - who 
would love to see an athletic program develop. 

"I'd love to see an athletic program," said business 
major Ken Alexander, who played tailback for the La 
Marque High school football team. "It would give more 
money to the area and would allow athletes who aren't 
ready to go far from home an opportunity to stay." 

One of the doubts the board would have is the ques
tion of the quanity of athletes. According to computer 
science major Tara Galloway, it's a problem they needn't 
worry about. 

"They (the college) have enough athletes," she said. 
"If you go to the (COM) gym, you'll see plenty." 

Added student Eric Jacobs: "It would be nice for the 
school to have a program, and I probably would support 
it. It would give the students something to get involved 
with." 

While he wouldn't be adamantly opposed to a foot
ball, basketball or baseball program, Dr. Bass thinks 
there's one sport that would make COM competitive 
quickly. 

"If there was a sport I'd like to bring here, it'd be 
track," Dr. Bass said. "It would be interesting if you can 
get a quality relay team and build on it. Best of all, it 
would be low-budget. 

"You ought to be creative and find a team sport with 
lower costs," Dr. Bass said. 

He also added that if he had the cash, he'd spend the 
money on something "that would touch more people." 

However, Bryant thinks that basketball would score 
big with the school quickly. 

"I think you could start a basketball program here 
tomorrow," he said. "You can look at the gym at recrea
tion hour and see the interest in it." 

Said biology major Angela James: "There are plenty 
of athletes at the school, but this ~s just a ·two-year 
school. How many of them are actually willing to 
handle school and athletics? 

"I really don't see one happening," James continued. 
"The big question is where's the money going to come 
from." 

Said Bryant, "I wouldn't hold my breath on seeing 
one in the near future." 

While some students would support a potential pro
gram, the question presented by James and Bryant could 

. make this fly ball of a theory hook foul. 

Blackwave reigns 
over Tigers, 18-16 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Sports Editor 

The Blackwave beat out the Kennard Tigers in an 
exciting 3 on 3 basketball tournament April 16 in the 
College of the Mainland gym. The two teams were part 
of an original six-team league which since March 11 
played at 2 p.m. every Wednesday at COM. 

In the final game the Blackwave and the Kennard Ti
gers played two out three games for the championship. 
Blackwave were the final victors by a score of 18 to 16. 

Ivory Lee of the winning Blackwave said, "We were 
down and they were playing excellent offside basketball, 
hitting all their outside shots. My teammates stepped up 
another notch and basically turned the game around by 
playing good basketball." 

Troy West, a player on the Kennard Tigers, ex
plained: "We were ahead and I sure thought we were go
ing to win. It was the championship round, and the 
game was getting close then they started playing harder 
defense and they came back and won. It was a real tight 
game." 

The four best teams out of the six went to the 
playoffs. Team members of Blackwave, the first place 
winner, were Lee of Texas City, Dexter Smith of Texas 
City, Micheal Judge of Galveston and Demetrious San
ford of La Marque, who didn't play in the tournament and 

was replaced by John Davis of Galveston. 
The second-place Kennard Tigers consisted of Troy 

West of Texas City, Rapheal Foy of Kennard and Col
lins Miller of Missouri City. 

The Studs took third place and the players were 
Mike Evans of Texas City, Chris Bogott of Bacliff and 
Eric Kemp of La Marque. 

The fourth place team did not have a team name, but 
the players were Corey Weatherly of Galena Park, Je
rome Spells of Hitchcock, Jason Wilkening of Kemah 
and Kevin Cassler of La Marque. 

John Davis of the first-place 3-on-3 basketball team, 
Blackwave, gets blocked by Mike Evans of the second
place Kennard Tigers while attempting to shoot a bas
ket. (Photo by Belinda Williams) 



Chris Hoot and Mano Nguyen jump high and spike hard in the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference 
volleyball tournament against Brazosport on the beach in Galveston. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM wins first in beach volleyball 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Sports Editor 

The Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference held its 
annual sports day competition, hosted by Galveston 
Community College, April 7. 

The events were beach volleyball and golf. College 
of the Mainland entered a recreational team and a com-

petitive team in the beach volleyball. The competitive 
COM team won first place in the beach volleyball again
sty Brazosport Community College This was the same 
team COM beat in the March 4 sports day hosted by 
Kingwood Community College. 

In the golf competition Matt Doyle of Dickinson 
and Michael Hughes also from Dickinson, represented 
COM. No women were entered in the event. Doyle came 
in.third and Hughes came in fourth. 

COM hosts karate championships May 16 
By JEFF KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland will play host to the 14th 
Annual Texas Challenge National Karate Champion
ships on Saturday, May 16. Competition begins in the 
COM gymnasium at 10 a.m., with the finals and some 
full contact karate matches scheduled at 7:30 p.m. 

The event, promoted by Al Garza's American Karate 
Club and Family Fitness Centers, will be evaluated by 
the National Association of Sport Karate Athletes as a 
possible addition to their national circuit in 1993. 

"They (NASKA) currently have 10 sanctioned 
events," said Garza, owner of AKC. "Should we be ap-

proved, we'll be sanctioned as a national event. We'll 
have the top competitors in the country coming to com
pete in our tournament." 

Approximately 500 participants at every age level 
will compete in the point fighting, forms, weapons and 
musical specialty categories. Trophies will be awarded to 
the first-, second- and third place finishers in each age 
group along with $50 in prize money to the first place 
black belt and advanced juniors divisions. The black belt 
grand champions will receive $100. 

Tickets for the daytime events are $5. Tickets for 
the finals and full contact competitions are $5, $8 and 
$12. For more information or tournament registration 
forms, call AKC at 713-332-KICK. 

Norris puts drug program _into schools 
By JAMES MUL_LINS 

Staff Reporter 

Chuck Norris, star of movies and the karate ring, 
has brought a new campaign to Texas: Kick Drugs 
Out of America. 

"I like Texas," Norris said, "especially around the 
Houston-Galveston area. I'm also a resident here now 
too." 

Norris, originally from the Oklahoma-Texas bor
der, started this campaign in 1990. The non-profit or
ganization is headquartered in Washington, D.C. The 
pilot program in the Houston-Galveston area had its 
kick-off earlier this year. 

"This is something I've wanted to put together 
for 20 years," Norris said. "It's been a goal of mine l\S 
a karate teacher to get this program into the physical 
education classes so the kids could be taught." 

The reason this program was implemented is to 
educate teens and pre-teens about drugs and to give 

them self-esteem and a sense of worth to withstand 
peer pressure and to say no. 

"We catch them at the transitional grades of 
sixth, seventh and eighth grades to teach them self
confidence, discipline and respect in order to give 
them a focus and goal-orient them, so when they get 
into high school, the other kids mi'ght look up to 
them for leadership and guidance," Norris said. "The 
kids in this program make up the Chuck Norris 
TEAM. T for truth, E for esteem, A for attitude and 
M for motivation." 

Only a few are selected for the program by the 
principals and teachers. "I wish we could teach all the 
students," Norris said, "but there are not enough funds 
available right now." , 

Funds for the schools - one in Galveston, three 
in Houston - are provided by local businesses and pri
vate contributions. The Galveston school is funded by 
the Moody Foundation. 

Within two years Norris's goal is to expand his 
campaign to other schools in the area. 

InterCOM, May 1992, Page 7 

Boyish enthusiasm 
revisited in baseball 

Brandon 
Williams 

Heading to the Astrodome rekindles thoughts of a 
less hectic time in my life; thoughts of someday patrol
ling the vast outfield and making seri~us bucks (though 
not as big as today's standards) in the process. 

Innocent times they were. 

This time of year seems to jumpstart a boyish en
thusiasm in me. The mere presence at a ballpark sparks 
thoughts of a kid no bigger than the bat he swung, dig
ging in, doing his best Jim Rice (the former Boston Red 
Sox star who was a hero of sorts) impersonation. 

Life on the diamond wasn't as good as I'd hoped for; 
toiling three years on the high school subvarsity was a 
hike in itself. 

Varsity life finally came - albeit too briefly. A 
cracked knee.cap (and cracked grades) ended my career after 
one game with the "big club." Nevertheless, I did receive 
my cup of coffee. 

As time moved on, it became obvious that a Bran
don Williams baseball card wouldn't sell, my face 
wouldn't be seen on ESPN or that drilling 400-foot 
boinbs into the Dome's cheap seats were nothing more 
than pipe dreams; making the high school time was 
enough of a struggle. 

Yet, this story of childhood fantasies has a happy 
ending - sort of. 

My job as sports editor of The La Marque Times al
lows me to accomplish at least one of my dreams: get
ting on the Dome floor with players that I once hoped of 
being. 

A ballgame last July made me realize that although 
40,000 fans will never scream "Brandon, Brandon," just 
being there was enough fun. 

The Astros hosted the Pittsburgh Pirates in a con
test that meant absolµtely nothing to the home team; 
stuck deep in the National League West cellar, the As
tros were basically playing out the string. 

What made this game intellectually inspiring to me 
was that it was Old Timers Day at the Dome. For one 
day, a few of the biggest names in baseball history 
flocked to the old ballpark. 

Without sounding too much like a 12-year-old, the 
, experience was, well, fun. 

Here was a youngster more than a year out of high 
school out on a field with Hall of Famers. Lou Brock, 
Harmon Killebrew, Willie Stargell - names that I grew 
up watching - were just inches away. 

Needless to say, an autograph opportunity was look
ing me dead in the face (unfortunately, Astrodome poli
cies discourage this.for writers). 

It took awhile for me to regain my sense of pur
pose, which was to cover a ballgame. But for an hour's 
time, a dream had been fullfilled to the utmost. 

One of the local television stations did a feature on 
former Astro Jose Cruz later that night. If you'd looked 
real closely, you would've seen a young man with an 
'Tm sure glad I'm here!" expression on his face. 

In other words, you would've seen me. 
With all the problems in this world, an escape hatch 

from our troubles seems to be a must. For me, my geta
way is the ballpark. 

It doesn't neccessarily solve my ills, but for a few 
hours, it's a way to reflect on a more simpler time. 
Sometimes, it makes me wish I could go make to being 
the 12-year-old slugger I once was. 

NOT! 
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The COM Jazz Combo decided to practice outside of the Fine Arts Building April 28 "because it's such a pretty 
day," trumpeteer Rob Alley said. Practicing, from left, are James HetTel on piano, Matt Crawford on drums, 
Alley on trumpet, Chris DeMont on bass and director Sparky Koerner also on trumpet. 

(Photo by Robert Moore) 

Newborn ducklings rescued at COM 
By JULIE SCKITTONE 
Staff Repor~er 

A dramatic rescue took place in front of the Science 
Building at College of the Mainland on April 1. Three 
newborn ducklings were found trapped in an uncovered 
pipe emerging from the ground. 

Mel Sills, a secretary for the math/science lab, 
found the ducklings and called the maintenance staff for 
help after an unsuccessful rescue attempt. "We thought 
there was only one down in the pipe, but after the main
tenance staff brought a flashlight we discovered there 
were three." 

After realizing that no one could possibly reach 
down the 3-inch wide by 4-feet deep drainage pipe, Ear
nest Messinger and Kenneth Lee, two of COM's mainte
nance staff members, found a piece of PVC pipe and tied 
a loop on the end and eventually lifted the ducklings out. 

Margaret Ringhoff, a COM biology instructor, who 
arrived at the scene with her class said, "They must have 

been following each other and fallen in one after another; 
it's a miracle they were even found." 

Sills said, "The smallest of the ducklings was on 
the bottom of the pipe and we didn't think it was going 

to make it; luckily Kenneth got to it before it was too 
late." 

Among the class members at the scene of the rescue 
was Kelli Rambin, who jumped at the chance to take 
them home. Rambin kept them in her bathtub for about 
a week, but has since built them a cage. 

Rambin who lives on the water in Bayou Vista said: 
"They stay in the garage at night, and during the day 
they roam the yard. The ducks follow me everywhere 
now, but they won't go in the water unless I put them 
there." 

When asked what their names are, Rambin said they 
didn't have any, but Ringhoff suggested, "At least one 
should be called Jessica." (For baby Jessica who was res
cued from a empty well pipe in Midland in 1987.) 

Koerner: jazz ensemble performs well 
By JEFF KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Jazz Ensemble featur
ing Sparky Koerner as conductor performed a free concert 
April 15 at 8 p.m. It was held in the concert hall, F-117, 
with approximately 50 people attending. 

The band went through a variety of jazz styles in
cluding big band, pop ballad, samba, calypso and the 
cool jazz style of the West Coast. Their set consisted of 
Ensemble varies over a wide range from 16-year
drummer Bobby Adams to newcomer Vladimir Burke, a 
native Russian _who has lived in America for four 
months and has been playing his tenor saxophone with 
the band for two months. 

The band started the night off with William Steg
meyer's "A Rocker for the Prez" and continued with a 
captivating rendition of "Latin Injection," an upbeat tune 
by Denis DiBlasio. The rest of the set consisted of John 
Green's ·"Body and Soul," "Coastin"' by Paul Baker, 
"Captain Sizzle" by Mark Taylor, Freddy Green's "Until 
I Met You (Corner Pocket)," "Passion Dance" by Jeff 
Jarvis, another piece by DiBlasio called "Give and Take," 
and the classic "Sweet Georgia Brown" by Ben Bernie. 

"I liked 'Captain Sizzle,"' Koerner said. "I like sam
bas and this one has a lot of tight spots that' I thought 

nine songs with a short intermission. 
"I liked the way we sounded tonigq.t," Koerner said. 

"We played the tight horn pieces well. Our dynamic con
trast was good." 

The band members' experience with the COM Jazz 
we played well." 

The COM Jazz Ensemble features Ron Bocek, Mi
chael Kulvicki, Burke, Oscar Pena and Fred Ware on sax
ophone; Ken Kirk, Rob Alley, Dogan Kartaltepe, Angi 
Kirk, Ted Williams and Mike Manering on trumpet; Bob 
Mac Williams, George Warren, Mike Charlston and Jere
my Hall on trombone; COM art instructor and Fine Arts 
Area Coordinator James Templer on guitar; Chris De
Mont on bass; Matt Crawford and COM music instruc
tor Adams on drums. 

"Some of our band members drive an hour every 
week for rehearsal," Koerner said. "They really love play
ing with us." 

The jazz ensemble, however, is in dire need of a pia
nist. "The piano pieces are pretty challenging," Koerner 
said. "A piano player will look at them and say 'Oh, I 
don't want to mess this up' and leave. The summer ses
sion is a good time to get your feet wet It's a short se
mester and you can come in and try it out." 

Anyone interested in playing with the COM Jazz 
EQsem°Qle.can call ~oerner ~t (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280:3991, Ext 347. It is a one hour credit course. 

Alternative music 
revolutionizes rock 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Assistant Editor 

During the late '60s and early '70s music went 
through a strong reversal from "do-wop" types of songs 
with a clear dance beat to social and political music with 
revolutionary rhythms It was during this time also dis-· 
torted guitar was introduced to the American music cul
ture. 

A similiar revolution is starting to gain momentum 
in the music industry right now, alternative music is 
taking over the national club scene. 

W!J.at is alternative music? 
Alternative music is almost any form of rock-based 

music that doesn't follow mainstream/generic !rends says 
MTV spokesman, Dave Kendall. 

Some of these bands are funk-based bands like The 
Red Hot Chili Peppers and Maggie's Dream. Others are 

variations on punk music, '60s psychedelia, thrash or 
speed metal, blues, rap, country, bluegrass, dance and al
most any other type of music as long as it is different. 

For example, a Houston band called the Bad Livers 
plays a unique style of metal/bluegrass in which they 
take popular and classic heavy metal songs and turn 
them into country/bluegrass tunes. 

Not much is known about the origins of alternative 
music, but some of the earliest music that would be con
sidered alternative is late '70s punk bands, such as the 
Sex Pistols, Generation X, The Ramones and The 
Damned, according to Hammer of the Gods, a novel 
written by Stephen Davis. 

Other more popular classic rock bands are given 
credit for originating alternative music. Led Zeppelin, 
who recorded in the early '60s and throughout the '70s, 
combined raw blues power with psychedelic rock and of
tentimes used reggae and country rhythms in their mu
sic. This is typical of some alternative music today 
writes Alexandra Hardy, a reporter f?r Public News, an 
alternative Houston newspaper. 

Hardy also writes that Pink Floyd was also a classic 
rock band that some alternative bands, such as Smashing 
Pumpkins and Jane's Addiction, consider a strong in
fluence on their music. Pink Floyd used psychedelic rock 
in combination with classical music standards. 

The national alternative scene 
On a national scale, alternative music is booming. 

Some major underground bands have broken out of the 
club scene and are now major label national acts. Under
ground bands are bands or groups that are only popular 
in the alternative music scene. 

The Red Hot Chili Peppers, Nirvana, Pearl Jam, 
Soundgarden, and Alice in Chains are only a few of the 
underground bands that have recently invaded the com
mercial music charts. 

Nirvana, an extremely popular punk band from 
Seattle, Wash., recently had their picture on the cover of 
Rolling Stone Magazine as well as on three top 40 sin
gles from their most recent album Nevermind. One sin
gle from the album, "Smells Like Teen Spirit," slipped 
into the Billboard Top 10. 

Also, The Red Hot Chili Peppers are well on their 
way to becoming musical superstars. Though they had 
had only one major single, "Under the Bridge," their 
most recent LP, Blood Sugar Sex Magic, has sold more 
than three million copies due to its underground support. 

Alternative music has been on the rise since Cable 
Music channel MTV premiered a weekly show called 
120 minutes in May of 1989. This show exclusively 
features videos from alternative bands. Promotions &uch 

See Alternative Page 9 



Alternative music 
rocks the nation 
Continued from Page-----------

as these have given alternative music the boost it has 
needed to successfully enter the music industry. 

The Houston alternative scene 
A few bands in Houston have "gone big" becoming 

major recording artists. Among profesional bands that 
have gotten their start in Houston ate King's X, The 
Awful Truth, The Galactic Cowboys and most recently 
dead horse. 

The Houston area has primarily five big clubs that 
host alternative music. The Vatican is considered the 
largest and most popular alternative club in Houston. 
The Axiom is an older alternative club that is smaller 
but just as popular. Fitzgerald's, a higher class club, is 
probably the most respectable alternative club in Hous
ton. When large-scale national acts come to Houston 
they can usually be seen at The Unicorn and Pik'n'Pak 
hosts "death metal," the darker side of alternative music. 

These clubs, almost exclusively dedicated to alterna
tive music, are commonly referred to as "The Under
ground." The scene gets its nickname from the fact that 
most of these clubs and bands are far removed from 
mainstream/popular music, commonly called "cheese." • 

Another reason for the name The Underground is 
that few people know about it; as though it were hidden. 

One alternative club scene that is growing in Hous
ton is "death metal." Death metal is a brand ofrock 'n' 
roll that uses ultra-heavy speed-metal rhythms to produce 
as much power and noise as possible. Joe Clatter, who 
is one of the editors of Riverhead an alternative news
weekly, also handles the booking of death metal alterna
tive bands all over Houston. 

The alternative scene is gaining in popularity 
among the youth of Houston and one of the main rea
sons for this is that the publication of newspapers, such 
as Riverhead and Public News, devoted exclusively to al
ternative music and art. 

These newspapers give listings and advertisements 
for alternative bands and other artists, also. 

Not only is alternative music a big section in these 
newspapers, but alternative dance clubs, art galleries, and 
theaters are also represented in large numbers. 

The local alternative scene 
In and around the College of the Mainland's tax dis

trict many alternative bands have recently started up. 

In Galveston many clubs host not only talent from 
all over Texas, but the island also has some hometown 
heroes who are now invading the Houston music scene. 

Derelict Train, undeniably the most popular alterna
tive band in Galveston, has a large following after play
ing for more than a year at clubs and parties all over the 
island. 

The Immortal Skin Headress, Cartoon Monster and 
Priest Ivy are Texas City bands that have recently sprung 
up and have alternative variations in their music. 

Another Galveston band, Stone Logic, previously 
known as Mudbone Sugarfoot, has played the notorious 
club The Vatican in Houston. They will be playing The 
Axiom in Houston on May 14, along with local Texas 
City band Cartoon Monster. 
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Chris Boudreau, right, and Babette Jammer, both of La Marque, recently received a Dumas Scholarship from COM 
President Larry L. Stanley. Boudreau is a business administration major and Jammer is an office systems technology · 
major. The scholarship is named in memory of the late Lu Ann Dumas, daughter of Rev. and Mrs. P.B. Dumas of 
Texas City. Mrs. Dumas is an adjunct faculty member in the humaninites department suite located in the LRC. 

More awareness of sexual ha.rassment now 
By KIM MITCHELL 
and JAMES MULLINS 
Staff Reporters 

Good old sex, what's wrong with that? Everything -
when it's unwelcome, especially at school or at work. 
Sexual harassment affects thousands of people in today's 
society. 

Sexual harassment is defined as an unwelcome sexu
al advance, request for sexual favors or other sexual con
duct, either verbal or physical under Title VII of the Fed
eral Rights Act of 1964, Section 703. 

"Lately it seems sexual harassment is more relevant 
since the Mike Tyson, Supreme Court Justice Clarence 
Thomas and William Kennedy Smith trials," said Al 
Bass, College of the Mainland physical education in
structor. However, this doesn't mean that sexual harass
ment hasn't been prevalant in the past. 

"Dealing with what the definition of sexual harass
ment is, it seems that in the past, men have sexually ha
rassed women more than women harassed men, under
standing that for every 11 rapes only one is reported,;' 
said Bob Young, COM economics instructor. 

Men are stereotyped as the individuals who do all 
the sexual harassing, but it's not true anymore; women 
sexually harass men as well according to The Big Pinch, 
a sexual harassment tape available in the COM Human 
Resources Department. When men find themselves ha
rassed, most are too embarrassed or ashamed to admit it, 
so it goes unreported, the film reveals. 

National Student Services surveyed 8,523 federal 
employees about sexual harassment 1991. Of the women 
surveyed, 90 percent said they were harassed by touch
ing. As for the men, 85 percent of those surveyed said 
they also were harassed by touching. On the topic of ver-

bal abuse, 80 percent of the women and 65 percent of the 
· men said they had been harassed that way. 

"There is a double standard in America and it's not 
fair," said Laura Winkler, COM senior records clerk. 
"Both sides, male and female, sexually harass, but only 
males are getting the blame. Society needs to change its 
values because women are allowed a greater freedom to 
assert themselves toward men." 

"When it comes to seiual harassment, everyone's 
boundaries are different," part-time COM developmental 
reading instructor Elaine Ruthven said. "There are a lot 
of misconceptions of what sexual harassment is. They 
need to know what their boundaries are, and they need to 
be assertive enough to protect their boundaries and defend 
their position." 

Many people consider sexual harassment to be in 
the eyes of the beholder. In Lewis Carroll's Alice in 
Wonderland. Humpty Dumpty says to Alice "When I use 
a word, it means just what I choose it to mean - neither 
more nor less." 

Alice says, "The question is whether you can make 
words mean so many different things." 

Humpty Dumpty answers, "The question is which 
is to be the master - that's all'." 

Can sexual harassment be seen as a form of discrim
ination? 

"Sexual harassment is an insidious form of discrimi
nation," said Becky Jopes, ABE coordinator. "It can be 
very difficult. to pin down concretely and deal with in a 
rational and assertive manner. Too many times it is tak
en as a personal problem as opposed to a societal prob
lem. Only if the changing times and myths continue to 
focus light on these unpleasant and unwelcomed situa
tions will their repetition cease and another break in the 
victim/aggressor will be established." 

August GOP co~vention job possibilities offered 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Assistant Editor 

Readhimer Staffing Services is looking for sum
mer help for the Republican National Convention 
that will be held in Houston from Aug. 15-22. The 
co,nvention is bein~ held at tµe A~trodqme and the 
George R. Brown Convention Center, both located in 

•. • 
1 

• 4 , "~ r , ,I• · I' 

Houston. 
They are looking for between 300 and 400 people 

to work positions such as waiters/waitresses, food 
runners, doormen, cooks, hosts/hostesses, bartenders 
and receptionists. They are especially interested in 
college age students to fill these positions. 

Readhimer also is looking for help for other ser
vices that it offers all over the Houston area both ·be·-

;_,, ... • t. J '; 

fore and after the GOP national convention. 
Readhimer is a growing staffing agency in Hous

ton that works with many businesses and corpora
tions in the Houston area. 

Anyone interested in finding work during the 
summer or permanent work must apply at the Read

. pil}'lyr office at 7634 Park Place in Houston, located 
; .?tW Hobby ~irport., 
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COM student wins poetry contest 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Managing Editor 

Recently College of the Mainland student Norma I. 
Raven was notified by mail that a poem she had written 
and entered into the North American Open Poetry Con
test will be published by the National Library of Poetry 
in a deluxe, hardbound anthology called A View From 
the Edge. 

"I was surprised to find out," Raven said. The con
test was advertised in the October 1991 issue of Inter
COM and was open to any poet, whether pr~viously 
~W~edm~ • 

Originally from Maracaibo, Venezuela, Raven crune 
to the United States for economic reasons in 1990. She 
stated that Venezuela is sometimes called "the door of 

COM student Norma Raven was recently notified that 
her poem, "Just One Love," is to be included in the 
National Library of Poetry anthology ,A View From the 
Edge. Raven, a native of Venezuela, wrote the poem in 
honor of her mother. Raven came to the United States 
in 1990. (Photo by Melani Thompson) 

South America" because it's at the north end of that con
tinent. The Gulf of Venezuela is on the country's north
west side and is an inlet of the Caribbean. 

A friend of Raven's living in this area recommended 
it as a good spot to live. Once here she decided to enroll 
in COM after receiving the college catalogue in the 
mail. She has been a student at COM for five semesters 
and currently is the president of the COM Amigos Club. 

Raven definitely fits the description of a "hopeless 
romantic." She mentions her love of life, people and 
even the good or bad weather. She also seems to cele
brate life by not letting petty things get her down. 
"When you're mad you have no time to see the finer 
things. You just keep going on past them/ Raven said. 

She likes to write and uses her writing as a form of 
expression. "Poetry is a way to bring out emotions and 
feelings," Raven said. "I function best by writing." 

Raven has been writing poetry since she was in 
high school. This is the first poem she has written in 
English. Her other poems are in Spanish. 

The poem which won is called "Just One Love" and 
is about her mother. The last verse reads: 

There are no distances between her and I. 
There is a peace this world cannot bother. 
There is no word in my mind to describe 
the only and purest love I devote to my Mother. 

"My mother is very close to me (even though she is · 
in Venezuela)," Raven said. "Every time I write to her I 
send a poem." 

Raven's brother died 13 years ago and each year on 
the anniversary of his death she sends a poem, which her 
mother then has printed in Panorama, the local newspa
per in Maracaibo. 

Having her poem published in A View From the 
Edge is "an exciting experience," Raven said. It seems 
that in her native country men get things published more 
easily and more frequently than do women. 

Raven enjoys this new honor and says much of her 
encouragement has come from her close friends and her 
teachers including COM Division of Arts and Humani
ties instructors Sandra Evans, Roger Stallings and Tom
mie Frees. 

"They have truly helped me and I love them all." 

COM holds AIDS Awareness Seminar 
By KIM MITCHELL 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland held an AIDS Awareness 
Seminar in the Student Center, March 7. Ronald Gordon 
spoke only 10 minutes on AIDS, but handed out valua
ble information on defeating the AIDS virus. He spoke 
the rest of the session about the Muslim religion. 

In Washington D. C., 30 AIDS patients are being 
treated with low doses of Immunex, an African-developed 
AIDS treatment, according to The Final Call, a Chicago 
newspaper. Dr. Abdul Alim Muhammad, executive direc
tor of the Abundant Life Clinic, is ecstatic with the 
progress his patients have made. One patient, with full
blown AIDS, was experiencing weight loss, weakness, 
chronic diarrhea and a yeast infection in her throat that 
barely allowed her to eat. After a month's treatment with 
Immunex, Dr. Muhammad found she was 100 percent 
better. She's now enjoying a normal life. 

Immunex, a treatment containing human alpha in
terferon, was developed by the Nairobi-based company, 
Medikem, which had trouble obtaining Kemron, another 
AIDS fighting drug developed by the Kenya Medical Re
search Institution, according to Final Call. 

The treatment, because of it's cost, is one of the ma
jor problems in dealing with AIDS. Normal treatment 
forope year costs between $7,000 and $10,000: Howev-

er, Kemron and lmmunex treatments cost between 
$1,000 and $1,600 for one year, according to Oct. 7, 
1991 issue of The Final Call. 

The Federal Food and Drug Administration still 
needs to approve the non-toxic treatments. The first 
group of patients to be treated with the non-toxic drug 
should be finished in May. Once the results are submit
ted to the FDA, it may be possible to distribute Kemron 
and Immunex worldwide. 

Dr. Davy Keoch, head of the Kenya Medical Re
search Institute, noted in his interview with the Sept. 
30, 1991 The Final Call that some of the 795 original 
patients in the first test group in Kenya had Msero
conv:erted." Not only were they rid of AIDS symptoms, 
but they no longer had the AIDS virus. Sero-conversion, 
a highly criticized theory because it's such a rare occur
rence, is "the total reversal of a disease." Gordon, who 
held the seminar, told the audience emphatically: "This 
is serious (sero-conversion of AIDS). I thought I was 
reading it (the story in The Final Call) wrong." 

Dr. Muhrunmad said in his interview with The Final 
Call, "It's one thing to feel there is no real answer in 
terms of treatment for AIDS, (but when you) come into 
the knowledge a very good treatment does exist in the 
world, then it is incumbent to find a way to deliver -that 
good news and good treatment to those that desperately 
need it." 

tllt~!ti~ti, 
By RODNEY CONLGY 
Managing _Jdjtor 
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Musi~al tastes vary widely in people] Spme 
folks arese\j~thekways on one pa(tipulfu;tyt», 
some eajoy ff va[iety. The peQple illyoJv~ "Yith 

·-·-· ::~~lt:~~t:~~~::: ilf~f~$~{If 
for .them j~£p~n and simple is lcing1 . . · .··.. • / • . 

...•.. Aqcorijin,,g ro COM music ,instr~ct6t ~FkY 
Koerner; the sii;e pf the combo vari,es. This.year's 
is the smallest. The largest has been 1 O IQembers. 

The <;mp.ho membets are trumpeteer Rob Ale 
ley, tenor saxophonist Vladimir Burke. drummer 

· Matt ·crawf?rd and biiss guitatis~ Chris Dil-Aontt 
Oc9asion~ly !bey al'e accompanied by COMthoir 

-·•· insiructrit;I;~fues rleffeLon l)-iano ancl .•. ~oe.¥tter oll. 
ttu~peL X<ijnler. also directs the combo. and con~ 

. ducts the 20:pi? COM Jazz Ensemble. < > 
This isk(!tner's eleventh year condri~ting. the 

.· ensemble~. and hjs sixth conducting the combo. 
•· rThese ru.-e .tll.e most m~ture players I haye evet 

had, II K~r said. "They are the most creative in 
Jazz and imprPY.izaiion. '' •···• } .. ( ·. 
· ....• Koeffle(f$Cribesjazz as Mierica'spiassical 

",f;ilr/if~f~,. 
e,i;pei;ence; wil!i the trumpet. DeMont fiisbbegan 
teaching hµnself the guitar about eighty~s ago 
and later rnov«f to the bass. .•. . ... 

DeMonhgot .interested in playing jazz with 
his bass in. higb . school back in Georgia: Both 

.·.··~j~Ofg~;··;~~'/··got ip~steAI ..• w.Jazz .. {9: y~s. ....... . 
.· .. ·••·· > "You jµ.~~ ~'llistep to roe!(: and roll ~q g:; ·· 
< the saroe.¢1einents there atein jazz/' 9~~fru;dla 

die-hard B~lesfan. stated. 01 love rock~ but the 
emotion'a.person gets from roc\is elevated l0Q 
times more·in jazz." · 

Alley said that he grew up listening to Barbara 
Striesand. but began relating to the music of sax. 
ophonist David Sanborn and trumpeteer Winton 
Marsalis. "Trufupeywise, .Marsalis gotme int<> the 
jazz .. • tra~itipri~" . Alley · s utted. ~razz . is #{t and 

•·• IDr;J!~tt~t•.t~~~:.:~=~a~~~Y!=fij~ni~.••·• 
hers learned Abouirnli~ic origins • .such 3S Europe-. 
an, classical, {\frican, jazz and bee-bop.. . .... 

❖ They feelthat this has become a visu~l sbeie~ 
ty and jazzjg &etting people to think about the 
music. tlleyJisten to again. "There's nothing wrong 
with any ofthe other types of music1" Alley is 

9-uick to point. out, "t)ut yoti can allow ~~ to jU$t 
sink in." · · · · 

D~~6,i§tatedthat he gre'Y tlp listen~g to.a 
veritable hddge~popge of music, '1vety Jitdejazz at 
the time~ mostly rock classical and 50s oldies. 0 

Tue members agree that communkation is the 
· essence of what the combo doeSi "Jazz-means 'to 

communicate:" Alley stated. "We have to keep in 
mind tHat some of lhe. audience may have bad.no 
prior .Jcnowledge of jazz, so we have toJn~eit so 
that they will eojoy it" ··· .-. 

The c;qtnbo and the Jazz Ense~bl~ have had 
.·.·• . ~uinetous pon~rts .· at COM, .· tnb§t i~en,dr .on 

.. ApriL14: diJ. M~y 2 the combo went to D~gspqrt 
to compete i# .$he}Julf Coast Intercollegi~~C~:m-fe.lente. . .. · . . •· .. • . . ··• ••·· . 



Students, faculty and staff enjoy strolling one of the walkways constructed last summer. (Photo by Chris Peters) 

COM plans events for anniversary 
.::ontinued from page 1------------- ings. Construction was completed on the Fine Arts Build-

The board also appointed Dr. Fred A. Taylor, former ing, the Student Center and the Physical Education 
director of adult education at Del Mar College in Corpus Complex four years later. 
Christi, as dean of Instruction, according to the COM In a guest editorial submitted to The Galveston Dai-
20th Anniversary Report. /y News, President Stanley said, "I believe we have made 

COM's first fall semester began Sept. 14, 1967, a measurable difference in our community over the 25 
with 414 students attending 94 classes iri 14 classrooms years of our existence. But I am also convinced the best 
at the old Booker T. Washington High School in Texas is yet to come for College of the Mainland, as well as 
City. community colleges throughout the country." 

- - !!We-also used Barbours Cha l across the street __ _:::E!&_ht Q_ther em_ployees, in ~dition to Dr. Bass, still 
(from Washington High School)," said Dr. Don Bass, work for the college. They are faculty members Michael 
COM's dean of Instruction and Student Services. Dr. Bordelon, Dr. Carolyn Hartnett, George Thomas, Larry 
Bass, who became dean March, 1985, was one of the Smith and Dr. Manuel Urbina; Division of Business 
original instructors at COM. "I came here as an English chairwoman, Dr. Dorothy E. McNutt; senior secretary, 
teacher in 1967. I taught English, reading and speech." Dorothy Cathcart; director of Continuing Education, 

COM moved to its present facilities on March 21, Robert Shinn. 
1970, according to the COM 20th Anniversary Report. Any ideas or suggestions for the coming events will 
The campus consisted of the Learning Resource Center, be appreciated. Contact Mary Danaczko at (409) 938-
the Administration, Math-Science and Technical- 1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 438, or the person repre-
Vocational (now named Technical Educational) build- senting your building. 

Stout remembered by COM faculty 
Continued from page -----------

degree in psychology and was hired at COM in the coun
seling department. 

He worked at COM while he finished earning his 
doctorate in counseling psychology. He became a full
time counselor at COM in 1975. 

Dr. Stout, who lived in Clear lake for 22 years, is 
survived by his wife Claire and twin sons, Peter and Pa
trick. 

"He loved his job and did all he could do to help stu
dents with their problems," said Dr. Don Bass, dean of 
Instruction and Student Development. 

Dr. Bob Johnston, COM director of Admissions and 
Records/ Registrar, stated "He was a friend to some and 
to me he was much more than that. 

"He was one person that I shared my thoughts with 
and he understood me and I understood him. I guess he 
was the closest thing I had to a best friend. He will sure
ly be missed." 

Dr. Bill Spillar, chairman of the Division of Arts 
and Humanities, who thought of Dr. Stout as a good 
friend described him as being an outrageous person ·and 
wrote of an experience he had with him while they were 
out of town. 

They went to a meeting with Bonnie Longion, a 
former COM reading instructor, and Dr. Janith Stephen
son, a COM reading instructor. In the morning Longion . . 

and Dr. Stephenson called and told Dr. Spillar that they 
had had coffee sent up and they would be right over . 

Dr. Spillar wrote, "Chester realized they were play
ing a joke on us by coming over at 6 a.m. in the morn
ing, and he decided to play a joke back on them. 

"He bounded out of bed and started to furiously 
make up his bed," Dr. Spillar wrote. "And after room 
service had already brought up the coffee and Janith and 
Bonnie showed, Bonnie demanded to know where Ches
ter had slept." 

Dr. Spillar wrote that at this point Dr. Stout simply 
pointed at him (Dr. Spillar) where he was still lying in 
bed. 

"There was a .good deal more interchange between 
them; he had made his point. Bonnie still wonders about 
us," Dr. Spillar wrote. "She hasn't called; probably be
cause she doesn't know if I've lost a lover or a friend." 

I 
. Dr. Tony Pfeiffer put some thoughts on paper after 

Dr. Stout's death. One phrase reads, "No more elegant 
suits; wry, boyish grins; studied wisdom; well-spun 
phrases; twisted, barbed observations and humor; excess 
of food and drink; finely honed ironies; and all; and on 

and on. 
"You conspired to blow your heart. You came as 

close as humanly possible to exploding. You wanted it 
that way-- one last flash and out." 
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Guest speaker talks 
about U.S. troubles 
Continued from page 1-----------

recipient of numerous awards for his efforts toward 
peace. As foreign minister in 1979-80, he helped usher 
Nicaragua into a new beginning after the fall of the long
time Somoza family dynasty. 

Currently working to improve the living standards 
in his country, Rev. D'Escoto talked at great lengths on 
how the U.S. policy toward Nicaragua brought about al-· 
most 70 years of heartache for his countrymen. 

Among his primary targets were former president 
Ronald Reagan and incumbent George Bush. 

"Your presidents are the most deceitful people," 
Rev. D'Escoto said with full reference to Reagan and 
Bush. 

He explained how the American government allied 
itself with Louis Anastasio Somoza De bayle policies 
over the course of his rule. In the process, roughly 20 
percent of their population was exterminated - a vast ma
jority due to American assistance. 

"Your country can pick some real winners," Rev. 
D'Escoto said sarcastically. 

He continued to say how the human race, despite all 
its advances in technology, will ultimately fail the 
course of nature. 

"We are the only creatures that will not achieve suc
cess by living out the rules of nature," he said. "We have 
become a people suffering from the hardening of the 
heart." 

Another of the points Rev. D'Escoto touched on 
was how r(mghly 60 to 70 million people die each year 
due to uninstitutionalized violence; these people, particu
larly a vast number of his countrymen, die due to hunger 
and sickness - two things Rev. D'Escoto felt could be 
cured. 

The priest theorized that America owed Nicaragua 
$17 billion. He ~entioned that Nicaragua took.the U.S. 
to the World Court, adding that "America got the biggest 
reprimand ever given by the court." 

Concentrate! Concentrate! 

COM student Stephen Cochran of Dickinson 
studies on the mezzanine of the Learning Re
source Center Library for a test in a pre-calculus 
class he is taking from Leslie Richardson. 

(Photo by Belinda Williams) 
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What's Happening 

COM art instructor Carter Ernst's Design II students have been working to decorate the above Mazda for the 
Houston Festival parade held May 2. Their entry, Playing with a full deck ... Not!, is decorated with playing cards 
among other things. Student Krystl Richardson hugs the stuffed rat used as a hood ornament, while Ernst looks on 
and student Alice Yanasak puts finishing touches to two "rolls of money" mounted on top of the car. 

(Photo by Brandon Williams) 

InterCOM wins another TIPA award 
By MELANI 
THOMPSON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the 
Mainland's student publi
cation, lnterCOM, re
ceived a third-place award 
for newspaper news page 
design in the Texas Inter
collegiate Press Associa
tion Competition for 
1991. The award was an
nounced at the awards 
banquet held in Arling
ton April 11. This is the 
seventh TIPA award In
terCOM has won since 
1987 when the paper's 
adviser, Astrid H. Low
ery, first entered it in the 
yearly compeµtion. 

The winning news 
page was a new design 
first used on the front 
page of the March 1991 
issue, which InterCOM 
is still using. TIP A se
lected it as third best out 
of more than 60 entries. 

"We worked really 
hard," said Penny Barre
ra, managing editor dur
ing the spring of 1991. 
"It's a great look, some
thing we risked doing." 

Recipients of 'the 
award are Barrera, Dale 
Dimitri, assistant editor 
spring 1991, and spring 
1991 staff reporter 
Thomas Overbeck, who 
did the graphic design 
work in the graphic arts 
lab in the Techincal Edu-

Penny Barrera 

Dale Dimitri 

Thomas Overbeck 

cation Building. 

Barrera, excited to learn the three had won the award, 
said: "I think it's great. We deserved it." 

Dimitri, who attended the conference with Sam 
Houston State University in Huntsville where he is a 
journalism major, said in a telephone interview: "Well, 
I'm excited and pleased. I was very surprised when they 
called out our names. InterCOM gave me a great launch 
pad." About winning he went on to say, "I was sur
prised, but not too surprised. I knew the work we put 
out is of very high quality." 

Overbeck simply said, "I'm about as thrilled as any
body." 

The InterCOM staff had used the same front page de
sign for 3 1/2 years, beginning in October 1987. "We 
felt it was about time for a change," Lowery said. 

Last year, InterCOM won a first-place award for il
lustration. Jesse Jost, a spring 1990 co-editor, drew a 
picture to illustrate his editorial on conservation and ma
terialism in the March/ April 1990 issue. Another past 
first-place award went to spring 1989 editor, Stacy Gil
bert, for best headline. 

TIPA presents awards in three divisions, each repre
senting a different enrollment level. Each division has 26 
categories. COM competed in Division 3, for s.:hools 
with a credit enrollment of 3,000 or less. 

TIPA began in 1909 as a conference/contest for a 
few students from some Texas colleges and universities 
according to the TIPA handbook. TIPA has produced 
several notable newspeople: Dan Rather graduated from 
Sam Houston State University in Huntsville, Sam Do
naldson graduated from University of Texas-EI Paso and 
former President Lyndon B. Johnson graduated South
west Texas State University in San Marcos. All are Tex
as student media alumnus. 

COM graduation · 
Commencement exercises will take place at La 

MarR,ue High School May 8 at 7 p.m. Students and 
faculty will line up at 6:45 p.m. 

Dr. Ralph Wayne Houston, professor of microbi
ology at University of Texas Medical Brance in 
Galveston, will be the graduation speaker. 

Everyone is cordially invited to attend. 

New art gallery exhibit 
The COM Art Gallery has a new exhibit: the New 

L. A. Abstractio11. It opened April 23 with a lecture 
from guest speaker Joni Gordon. The exhibit will run 
through May 29. Call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
3991, Ext. 348 Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
for a key to enter the gallery. 

Kirby scholarships 
The Kirby Company, manufacturer of home care 

systems, is continuing its annual College Scholarship 
Program, "Making the Grade." Funded jointly by inde
pendent distributors, divisional supervisors and The Kir
by Company, the scholarships range from $250 to 
$1,000. 

Designed to give college students a realistic alterna
tive to dead-end summer jobs, the program emphasizes 
time management, communication skills and profession
alism in an actual business setting. Participants work as 
full-time and part-time independent Kirby dealers during 
June, July and August, competing for monthly scholar
ships based on sales performance. 

For more information, contact your local authorized 
Kirby distributor or call (216) 228-2400 or write the Kir
by Company, 1920 West 114th St., Cleveland, OH 
44102-2391. 

Bass also wins 'Griz' 
Eckert f acuity award 
Continued from Page 1----------

thought any instructor at COM could have received it. 

--""'+"n-T<lnt to thank the students," Ba.ss-said;-"and rec
ognize the other teachers in the school and especially 
those in my department, social sciences." 

Bass also won one of the Humanhood Through 
Brotherhood Awards:- the H.K. "Griz" Eckert Award, 
which is presented to an outstanding faculty member 
each year. The award is voted on by the Citizens Adviso
ry Council, which is made up of people from the com
munity around the college. 

Nominees for the Outstanding Teacher Award were 
selected by students submitting ballots in the appointed 
boxes during the week of March 23. Ballots had space 
for comments and required signatures to eliminate ballot 
stuffing problems. 

Finalists for the award were chosen by a student se
lection committee. Members of the committee observed 
classes conducted by the finalists and distributed ques
tionnaires to those students. In choosing the winner, the 
committee also took into consideration the comments 
written about the instructors. 

When contacted about being one of the finalists, 
Bass, in his fourth year at COM, said: "It's a humbling 
experience. It's definitely an honor that the students look 
at you in that regard. And it's almost embarrassing be
cause there are so many teachers who are outstanding 
teachers, and there are only four nominees out of 75 or 
so teachers." 

When asked how she felt about being nominated, 
Ringhoff said: "It's a great honor. There's nothing better 
than getting recognized for doing something you love." 
This semester: will be Ringhoffs third year at COM. 

Twenty-year COM veteran, Wennagel felt "great, 
wonderful, honored and exuberant!" He added, "I've been 
here 20 years. It's the first time I've been nominated." 

Smith, a member of the original faculty at COM, 
said: "It's a real honor that the students think enough of 
me to nominate me. A wards are nice, but this one is 
generated from the grassroots, the students. They've al
ways been supportive of me, and I appreciate them. 
There are a lot of good teachers and being picked as one 
of most outstanding is great. I look at it in that spirit." 
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COM trains greyhound racetrack tellers 
By NATHAN E. WHEELER 
Staff Reporter 

Driving down Amburn Road past College of the 
Mainland, you might notice various signs pointing the 
way to "teller training." If you are aware of a new devel
opment in the area - a greyhound racetrack - you may be 
able to guess what those signs are all about. The signs 
refer to a class being offered by COM to train local resi
dents as tellers for the Gulf Greyhound Park set to open 
Nov. 10. 

Part of COM's mission in the community is to ex
pand the availability of jobs and aid in the economic de
velopment of the area. 

"We assist in any way that we have the resources to 
assist in and, of course, one way is to provide training 
for the new companies and organizations," said Mike 
Cady, Continuing Education coordinator for the COM 
Division of Business. 

When the racetrack, Gulf Greyhound Park, was is
sued its license, COM- committed to assist the track in 
training employees and met with track officials to work 
on arrangement. 

The several hundred people needed to run the 318 
teller windows located around the complex will be hired 
straight from the classes taught at COM. 

"I can't go down to Texas Employment (Commis
sion) and talk to somepody one day and put them to 
work the next day," said Bob Lee, mutuels director for 
Greyhound Park. "I have to know that they can punch 
tickets and make change and do all these things, so I 
have to run them through some sort of training." 

In the class, prospective pari-mutuel tellers learn 
·how to take and place bets, issue the tickets, make 
change and operate the tote machine where transactions 
are entered. 

Those receiving certificates may be hired as full
time or part-time tellers, and some may even be hired as 
supervisors. 'Tm going to hire 400 people probably just 
for my department," Lee said. 

Tellers will earn $6 per hour plus tips for up to 36 
to 40 hours a week. Shifts last about four hours. 

COM's teller-training classes last 18 contact hours 
over a two-week period. 

All sessions for the summer were full and six ses
sions are scheduled for the fall. "The classes will give us 

See More Page 11 

COM offered teller training classes during the summer for the Gulf Greyhound Park set'to open Nov. 10. Pictured 
above are Jo Ann Guss, on left, Sam Palermo, holding test tickets, and John Agregard. More classes are scheduled 
for fall. (Photo by James Mullins) 

Track to start economy racing 
By NATHAN E. WHEELER 
Staff Reporter 

In the past few years, many new projects have ap
peared in the Texas City-La Marque area to give residents 
places to go and things to do without having to cross the 
Causewa} to Galveston or travel 30 miles to Houston. 
These projects have even brought people here from those 
areas. 

First, Lone Star Factory Outlet Mall opened in La 
Marque, then Mall of the Mainland opened a year later in 
Texas City. Now there will be another reason to come to 
the TC-LM area: the Gulf Greyhound Park. 

"This area is ready for something new," says Delia 
Escalante, publicity director for Gulf Greyhound Park. 
"Something fun and exciting." 

The racetrack, which will be the largest dog track 

operation in the world, according to a publicity packet 
sent out by track officials, will be located near the inter
section of Interstate 45 and FM 1764 in La Marque. The 
track has a capacity to hold more than 16,000 people on 
four levels. 

Gulf Greyhound Park is owned by a Gulf Greyhound 
Partners Ltd., a Texas-controlled partnership. The group 
made a bid for the right to bring the track to the area, and 
won over other groups, including one from League City. 

Gulf Greyhound Partners Ltd. is led by Paul Bryant, 
president. Bryant, who owns or manages four other 
tracks across the nation, is an expert on racetracks. 

One reason the track is opening in La Marque is that 
a Texas law states that racetracks can only be built in 
counties bordering the Gulf. 

"One reason why (the Texas Racing Commision 

See Gulf Page 11 

Employee Wellness Fair set for Aug. 28 open to community l 
By James Mullins 
.Assistant Editor 

The Employee Wellness Fair, an extension of the 
Employee Wellness Program will be held in the Col
lege of the Mainland Gymnasium Aug. 28 from 9 
a.m. until noon. It will be open to students and tJte 
public as well as to COM employees. 

This is the Fourth Annual Employee Wellness 
Fair and ~ second consecutive year for students and 
the community t-0 be invited. 

"This health fair was originall)' started for em-

ployees, but now includes the community at large," 
said Jerry Bryant, COM Wellness director. "We feel 
we have a lot of information to share, and wellness 
should encompass more than just employees. We 
should involve the community." 

The fair will not only share information with 
those who attend, but will also provide screenings. 
The free screenings include: visual screening for glau
coma by the Eye Clipic o:f Texas; sickle cell screen
ing by the Sickle Cell Disease Research FQundation; 
postural screening by Mainland Chiropractic Clinic; 
foot screening by Foot Specialist; anemia. blood 

pressure, diabetes screening and immunization by 
Galveston County Health District; pulmonary funtion 
by Mainland Center Hospital; and bio-feed back by 
the Institute for Living. 

"COM and the community are very fortunate to 
have this fair," Bryant said. 

Recently cutbacks at the University of Houston
Clear Lake have eliminated physical activities and 
heallh awareness programs. These cutbacks are being 
made to free up funds for the .educational process, 
Bryant said. 

See Health Page l) 
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Edie Eason, left, of Texas City and Jessica Calvello of League City run a scene in a COM acting class. The College 
of the Mainland theater students are featured in a television commercial for community colleges currently running 
on Houston television and cable stations. 

_Dra01a students featured in TV spots 
When Jessica Calvello of League City enrolled in 

Jack 1«estin's acting class at College of the Mainland 
last spring, she never imagined that her work would be 
seen by millions, but that is exactly what happened. 
When Edie Eason of Texas City enrolled in the same 
class, her immediate goal was acting experience not me
dia exposure. Through the class, she gained both. 

Both women are featured in a series of television 
commercials currently running on network and cable sta
tions in the greater Houston area. The 30-second spots 
were produced by the Gulf Coast Consortium of Com
munity Colleges, a group of nine area colleges that 
pools its marketing resources to promote two-year 
schools through print, billboard and television cam
paigns. Last spring, area community college drama stu
dents were invited to audition for the commercials and 
the two College of the Mainland students were - in the 
acting vernacular - in the right place at the right time. 

"It was pretty scary," said 18-year-old Calvello, who 
has acted in plays since first grade but had never been to 
a commercial audition before. "They take you into this 
big room, put these television lights on you and then 
·ask you questions." But the COM theater major who 
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went up against seasoned commercial actors was pre-
pared. 

Jack Westin has always been good at simulating au
ditions like this," Calvello said. "He told us to go in 
prepared to learn a few lines and say them on camera. 
Now I feel like I know a little bit of everything and will 
be prepared for any audition. He's really a good teacher." 

The theme of the college commercials - It's just the 
beginning - may prove prophetic for the aspiring actress. 
Several advertising people who attended the audition and 
viewed the commercials said that Calvello's brief but 
memorable presence could launch her career into greater 
commercial work. In addition to appearing in two of the 
three commercials, she delivers the tag line in one. 

"A friend saw it and called me," Calvello said. "I've 
had the tape for several weeks, and I must have put the 
VCR on pause a dozen times. It was awesome." 

Edie Eason, the mother of two grown daughters, 
agreed. "I thought it was great. I was not very modest 
about it. It was a lot of fun." 

. Eason is seen in the commercials as a SO-something 
college student, a role that is as much life as art. "Both 
my daughters took classes at COM as did my husband," 
Eason said. "Now I'm a student here, too." 

Unlike Calvello, Eason had never acted until a few 
years ago. She got the acting bug performing in murder 
mysteries at fund-raisers at the Moore Memorial Library 
in Texas City. 

Westin, who is executive director of the College of 
the Mainland Arena Theatre and teaches in the theater 
arts program, said that most of the students who enroll 
in his acting class do so with realistic goals. 

"In acting class we spend ~ fair amount of time with 
cold readings - material they've never seen before," West
in explained. "We try to simulate the audition situation 
as much as possible so they won't be affected negatively 
when the real thing comes along. 

"We're real proud of Jessica and Edie. They both are 
talented and charismatic and work hard, and ultimately 
their hard work and talent will pay off." 

Calvello agrees. 
"I'm going to make it someday, " s~e predicted, "and 

they're going to see me and say 'Hey, that girl was in the 
community college commercial."' 

Going back to school 
in fast-moving world 

Melani 
Thompson 

Hello everyone! Classes are about to begin again, 
textbooks are being opened, instructors are returning 
from vacation (those who took them) and you are about 
to come back to school. 

At this time last year, I was looking forward to 
starting college. Since I had just finished high school, I 
figured this was a new time in my life. I had just turned 
18 a couple of months before (less than two weeks after 
graduation), so I could do what I wanted. 

I decided to try something different, so I signed up 
for journalism. I had worked on the newspaper during 
high school for one issue. I actually decided to major in 
photojournalism. I still haven't managed to work in the 
photo part yet, except for some pictures I took for a 
couple of issues of InterCOM. 

Lots of things are going on in the world today. We 
are supposed to pick a new president from a donkey or 
an elephant We now have a Commonwealth of Indepen
dent States, which includes Russia, instead of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics. Some cars now run on 
electricity (again) instead of gas. Yugoslavians are 

· ing their country apart. Snipers shot two children in July 
and then they shot one child's grandmother at the funeral. 
She didn't die, -but I think it was extremely rude for 
them to shoot people at a little girl's funeral. A couple 
of years ago, Billy Joel wrote a song about events over 
the past years. It was called "We Didn't Start the Fire." If 
he would add the years from 1989 to date, he could re
lease it as "We Can't Put Out the Fire." 

Even so, this is a pretty· good time to be alive - as 
long as you don't hav~ to do any of the fighting. History 
is being made almost every day. Hardly a day goes by 
that something doesn't happen that will be written about 
in history books. 

College is not quite what I expected. In some ways 
it's better than I expected, but in other ways it didn't live 
up to my expectations. For example, my math classes 
are self-paced. That means I can take as long as I want to 
work on a particular section and no one will bother me 
about it. On the other hand, I had this idea that college 
gave people some sort of instant social life. Boy, was I 
wrong! Everyone is still the same. College does not ex
alt one to the rank of the gods. 

~y best friend went away to Trinity University in 
San Antonio last fall. She came home over the summer 
(and the spring), but she constantly talks about her dorm 
room, her friends there, the campus and the college in 
general. She says that living in a dorm is not what I im-

agined, and that it is nothing like living in an apartment. 
I hope to be able to go spend at least one semester there. 
It sounds like a place I could really enjoy myself at 

COM is a nice place to begin to make the adjust
ment from high school to college, or from a job to col
lege. It's a small school with a lot of (mostly) friendly 
people. The cafeteria food isn't too bad. It's not the best, 
but it won't kill you .. The classes are not cramped, but 
you're not the only person in a class. 

Well, I hope my ramblings helped, or at least didn't 
bore you. Have fun, get good grades, do your homework. 
I promise, I'm not trying to be your mother, these are 
just some general guidelines. 

See ya! 



Oval Office hopefuls: 
anyone but those two! 

Nathan E. 

Wheeler 

Every four years there comes a time when every 
American can take part in an event that everyone in our 
nation has the pride to take part in: watching our Olym
pic basketball team knock the stuffing out of some Third 
World country. 

It's also time for the presidential election. 
So far, it has been an exciting 10-month campaign, 

with Bush again, a Tipper too, the billionaire, and an 
"I'm-no-stand-by-my-man" wife, the talk-show TV star, 
the professore and Marilyn. 

After months of a long, tiresome campaign, it 
seems likely that the winner of the election will be the 
young Elvis stamp (D.- Tenn.), although None-of-the
Above (R. - Utah) seems likely to come in a close sec

ond 
The two other candidates in the race are: George Her

bert Walker "Anheiser" Bush, who is running on a plat
form based on making changes that he had been putting 
off for the last four years; and William "Billweiser" 
Clinton, who is running on a platform based on the fact 
that he's not George Bush. 

Until recently, H. Ross Perot had been running on 
the platform that he's just a regular guy like you and me 
only he just happens to have a kazillion jillion more 
dollars. Unfortunately, the press started to poke fun at 
him and his thoughts and ideas, saying things such as 
"What thoughts and ideas?" So he decided he didn't want 
to play anymore. 

The most important part of the campaign came 
when Perot dropped out. Then Perot apparently left Bush 
and Clinton in his will, because now they are treating 
him the same way you might treat your best friend when 
he has the support of about half of the American voters. 

Another important part of the election was the Dem
ocratic Convention, chaired by Gov. Ann Richards, who 
has proven that a woman can win a major political of
fice, providing that her opponent is a buffoon like Clay
ton Williams. 

Although the convention wasn't the greatest of all 
time, it did break the record for the most signs held up

side-down. 

Another high point came when former President 
Jimmy Carter talked about how the country could get 
back on its feet. The president could create projects that 
would take a lot of time and effort as well cause a lot of 
hardship, and possibly death, to the workers who make it 
possible. Then he could give it to Panama to go with 
the canal. 

The Democrats claimed during the convention that 
President Bush spent too much time in Kennebunkport, 
Maine, instead of trying to solve the nation's problems. 
Bush responded to these allegations by taking an emer
gency vacation. 

Following the convention, Clinton and his running 
mate, Al Gore, set out to spread their message for 
change on a bus tour that started in New York, but was 
delayed for two hours when their bus got stuck in mud 
that was slung at them. Bush would have had a bus tour 
too, but the driver was on vacation. 

• After thinking over the issues and taking a look at 
the candidates, everybody should decide on the pair that 
they think have shown this year that they have the abili
ty to lead America back to prominence. Personally, I'm 
voting for Larry Bird and Magic Johnson. 
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Dorm life totally unlike commuting 
By DONNA RAY 
Computer Specialist 

Coming to College of the Mainland for the summer 
from Trinity University, a four-year college in San An
tonio, really highlighted for me the differences between 
senior and junior colleges, especially those senior colleg
es requiring that students live on campus for a certain 
number of semesters. Going the other way. from a jun
ior college to a senior college, is sure to be less of a 
shock in some ways - and even more of one in others. 

Students who have never lived away from their par
ents will have some radical adjustments to make, espe
cially students moving out of town or even out of state. 
Suddenly. Mom and Dad aren't around to make judgment 
calls for you, especially unwanted ones. The first few 
weeks, life will probably go on just as it did at home. 
After about a month, though, you begin to r~e just 
how far away your parents are ... and how unlikely it is 
that your parents will find out anything you choose not 
to tell them. At this point, you'll begin to discard some 
of your parents' values and form some of your own. 

Even students who have lived on their own before 
may have some coping to do. Living in a dorm room is 
a far cry from living in an apartment. On a college cam
pus, especially a small one like Trinity, all your friends 
are just few minutes away. Some may live next door, 
some down the hall, but even the other side of campus 
isn't that far to walk. I went to a small campus intending 
to live the life of a hermit, sequestered away with only 
my books and my computer games for company. I just 
couldn't do it. Within a week, I found myself taking a 
midnight hike into downtown San Antonio with seven 
other people, looking for an open McDonald's. Those 
people were my best friends for the rest of the year. Best 
friends are a double-edged sword; they can form study 
groups or they can drag you off to watch Star Trek in
stead of doing calculus homework (and at the time, 
you'll think that's a favor .... ) 

You'll also have to get used to a new roommate. If 
you've never shared a room before, this is a problem in 
itself. Even if you've shared a room all your life, your 
roommate may be going through the same adjustment 
process that you are. The two of you may end up com
pletely different - and opposite - people. For example, 
my parents are firm believers in "early to bed and early 
to rise," but I find that my brain works best from 2 in 
the morning to 2 in the afternoon. By the second month 
of classes, I had given up on my parents' sleep patterns 
and had started waking up at 7 or 8 p.m., going out for 
the evening, returning to my room to do homework, at
tending morning classes and then retiring at 1 or 2 in the 

afternoon. My roommate, unfortunately. went the other 
way: Her family liked to stay up late and sleep in, but 

after about a month of school she found that she was a 
morning person. My roommate had always shared a 
room with her spartan sister, so when she got to school, 
she welcomed the opportunity to decorate the room in 
pretty Victorian floral patterns and ruffles. My room at 
home had been pink for 15 years; I wanted black and 
white. For the first week, my roommate and I were com
pletely compatible. By the end of the sixth week togeth
er, we hated each other. Luckily, I was able to move out 
into a single-occupancy room. 

A two-year college is, undoubtedly. an excellent 
way to prepare for some of the strangeness of living on a 
college campus. You may not have to work as hard to 
establish study habits as those students coming to col
lege fresh out of high school. Your expectations will 
probably be more realistic, and you will already have 
navigated the course difficulty gap from high school 
courses to college ones. Be prepared for surprises, 
though. Here at COM, the only people I know are the 
ones in my class. At Trinity. I know almost everyone 
by sight, if not by name. Most small universities try to 
be a community as well as a school. The support is 
wonderful, but the distractions can be overwhelming. 

Donna Ray's dorm room at Trinity University. 
· (Photo by Donna Ray) 

Correction: Getting it right 
In the May issue of lnterCOM in the article "Should 

COM have intercollegiate sports?" written by Brandon 
Williams, quotes and statements regarding COM's athlet
ic program were attributed to Jerry Bryant, coordinator of 
Health and Physical Education Credit Programs. Wil
liams actually \alked to Tony Pfeiffer, coodinator of 
Continuing Education and Community Services, to 
whom the quotes and statements should have been attrib
uted. InterCOM regrets any difficulty or inconvienence 
that either Bryant or Pfeiffer experienced as a result of 
the mix-up. 
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Urick planned to stay 2 years, still here after 15 

Recreational Programs Coordinator Maryann Urick, who has been at COM for 15 years, answers the phone in her 
office in the Physical Education Building. {Photo by James Mullins) 

UTMB prof stresses risk of skin cancer 
By NATHAN E. WHEELER 
Starr Reporter 

At a time when many people are becoming con
scious about how to talce care of their bodies properly -
such as eating better and exercising more - there arc still 
those who are not aware of an illness that has been on 
the rise recently, both in occurrences and deaths - skin 
cancer. 

Many people visiting the beach may not know how 
dangerous the sun's ultraviolet rays can be in the long 
term. In an age when we are bombarded by messages to 
"wear protection" against diseases, it still hasn't occurred 
to some that sunscreen should be worn also. 

To enlighten people about the dangers of too much 
exposure to the sun, Dr. Stephen Tyring, a Board Certi
fied Dermatolologist and associate professor at the Uni
versity of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston held a 
presentation on the dangers and the prevention of skin 
cancer at College of the Mainland July 14. A question
and-answer session and slide presentation were featured at 
the event sponsored by COM Employee Wellness. 

Dr. Tyring talked about how sunscreen protection is 
important against ultraviolet rays; however, he warned 
that not all kinds of sunscreen could help block all kinds 
of rays, saying that the sun protection factor numbers on 
sunblock labels only refer to ultraviolet B rays. He also 
said that those who buy sunscreens should check to see 
if they block both ultraviolet A and ultraviolet B rays. 

The doctor discussed three types of skin cancer: ba
sal cell carcinoma, the most common type that usually 
appears as a pearly nodule or red bumps located on skin 
exposed to the sun; squamous cell carcinoma, which 
may appear as a scaly nodule or red bumps; and melano
ma, a form of cancer that could be fatal if not treated. 

He told about the ABCDs of melanoma - ·four ways 
of telling whether a mole could actually be cancer if: a) 
the mole is asymetric; b) the border is irregularly shaped; 
c) the color varies from one area to another between red, 

blue, tan, brown and white; d) if the diameter starts out 
small and gets larger. If any of these conditions are 
present, Dr. Tyring recommended having a doctor exam
ine the mole. 

He also said that if these symptoms are present, it 
does not necessarily mean that the person has a melano
ma. 

Skin cancer makes up about one-third of all cancers 
that are reported and 600,000 cases are reported per year 
in the United States, Dr. Tyring said. Statistics show 
that one person in 135 is likely to develop melanoma, a 
figure which is projected to rise to one in 90 by the year 
2000. The doctor explained that the rise is caused by 
more people spending extended times in the sun during 
the summer and on weekends. 

The death rate from skin cancer has risen since 1940 
due to the increase in cases. Dr. Tyring noted, however, 
that it is more likely that a person may die from other 
forms of cancer such as of the lungs, brain, or esophagus 
than from skin cancer. 

Any type of melanoma can spread to the lymph 
nodes or other vital organs if left untreated for a pro
longed time. 

Dr. Tyring also said that those who have a changing 
mole, or have a family history of skin cancer may be at 
risk of getting the disease. He also warned that in addi
tion to looking out for moles that change in color, tex
ture and shape, to be aware of those that bleed, itch or 
have ulcerations. 

To help audience members recognize melanoma, Dr. 
Tyring presented slides showing the cancer in advanced 
form. Some slides showed graphic pictures of patients 
who had growths on their heads and chests. 

He also talked briefly about shingles, which can be 
confused with skin cancer. Shingles is a nerve infection 
that is a reactivation of the virus for chicken pox. It can 
be detected by pain and blisters on the skin that spread 
from a major nerve on one side of the body only. 

Crisis intervention agency offers free support 
The Bridge Over Troubled Waters Inc., a crisis inter

vention agency for South East Harris County offers four 

free Peer Support Groups on Mondays and Tuesdays. 

For information call (713) 473-2801. 

By NATHAN E. WHEELER 
Starr Reporter 

Maryann Urick came to College of the Mainland 
.thinking she would stay for only a couple of years. Fif
teen years later, she is still the coordinator of the Recrea
tion Program and Student Activities. This job involves 
running sport tournaments, conducting fun 'runs and 
leagues, as well as other sporting activities. 

Student Activities involves organizing events for 
COM students, such ~s blood drives, movies and guest 
speakers. 

Urick is from Arlington Heights, Ill., a town near 
Chicago. 

Urick earned her degree in recreation and leisure stud
ies. She began her college years at Illinois State Univer
sity in Normal, Ill., before going to the University of 
Hawaii at Honolulu for a semester through a national 
student exchange program. The program allowed students 
to switch colleges for a while. "I believe that there is a 
lot of education that talces place when traveling around 
the country and the world," Urick said. 

On her return, she finished earning her degree at 
Southern Illinois University in Carbondale. 

Before coming to COM, Urick worked at the Uni
versity of Illinois at Champaign, Ill,. and worked with 
the city youth program for the city of Highland Park, 
Ill. 

Following that, she applied and interviewed for the 
opening at COM. "I decided 'why not,"' Urick said. "In 
reality, I thought, 'Let's see if I could go there and stay 
maybe two years then move on,' and 15 years later here I 
am. 

"I think I got my love for the outdoors from my 
parents," said Urick, whose mother came to the United 
States from Czechoslovakia in 1938 before it was invad
ed by Germany. "Your family upbringing plays a big 
role in forming you into the person you're going to be. 
I'm proud to have a mother and father that survived pret
ty tough childhoods." 

She was involved in elementary education before go
ing to Hawaii. There she met someone who told her 
about the field of recreation. "I always had a little trouble 
with the-fact that ... in education whoever you're teach
ing, you're forcing on them whatever it is you're teach
ing. I thought I would enjoy a field where people do the 
things because they choose to do it. 

"In this stressful world that we live in, I think it's 
so important that people remember to talce time and re
create." 

Some of Urick's favorite pastimes are canoeing, 
playing volleyball and other outdoor activities. 

Another thing that Urick enjoys is traveling. 

One time during her college years, Urick traveled to 
Montana with a friend and, because they had little mon
ey, they hitchhiked. While they were there a news story 
came out that a hitchhiker had killed somebody, so when 
they tried to get back home, nobody would pick them 
up. 

"W ~ ended up going to the train station and letting 
them know that we didn't have any money," Urick said. 
"We asked the attendant what our chances were of hop
ping a freight" The attendant introduced them to the en
gineer of the passenger train, who happened to also be 
the mayor of that town. He explained how to hop 
freights and even gave them his business card and offered 
his help if there were any emergencies along the way. 

"It took about seven trains and about four days {to 
return to Chicago), but it was a real adventure," Urick 
said. "Now I plan my trips a little bit better. 

"It's so important to make the most of every minute 
and enjoy your life," Urick said. 
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Deaf sign, 'Why not let your fingers do talking?' 
By DONA ALEXANDER 
Staff Reporter 

As I walked into a gas station one day, I saw a frus
trated woman crying because she wanted a paper bag and 
could not make herself understood. She pointed to the 
counter where her groceries sat, and then pointed beyond 
the counter where she had seen the worker pull bags 
from. The man behind the counter shook his head and 
shrugged his shoulders to tell the woman he did not un
derstand. Finally she slowly signed B-A-G in the sign 
language alphabet. A boy, no older than 6, screamed ex
citedly. "Bag, she wants a bag!" The worker handed her a 
bag and the woman patted the boy on the head, smiled 
and left 

Today the majority of deaf people feel they do not 
have to spend half their lives learning to speak. They 
prefer not to learn to lip read, or wear hearing aids to ac
commodate the hearing world. They do not ask us to 
learn their entire language. They do, however, ask us to 
"at least learn the basic signing alphabet," signed David 
Rogers, a deaf friend. 

Hearing people know very little about the deaf cul
ture and sign language. There are two types of sign lan
guage in America. English Interpretation (EI) and Ameri
can Sign Language (ASL), which is more common 
among the deaf culture. Unlike what hearing people 
might think, there is no uniform sign language that deaf 
people of different nationalities can understand. 

English Interpretation is what most of the hearing 
world perceives as sign language, even though it is sel
dom used among the deaf. In EI there is a sign for each 
word a hearing_ person would say. In ASL, the signer 
creates a picture to convey an idea instead of a sentence. 

Creating a picture in ASL is similar to writing a 
story. You begin with setting up the scene in the area in 
front of your body. For instance, if the signer is trying 
to explain that a car passed him on the freeway, he be
gins by establishing that the scene in front of his body 
is the freeway. Then he shows two cars and shows the 
second car moving in front of the first car. This is a 
quicker and more efficient way of communicating. 

Facial expression is a very important part in ASL. 
Without the use of facial expression the idea could possi
bly mean.the opposite of what you want to convey. The 
eyebrows are used to clarify the type of question the 
signer is asking. When the signer is asking a who or 
what question, the eyebrows are a turned down in a ques
tioning manner. When the signer asks a yes or no ques
tion, the eyebrows are lifted. In ASL the majority of the 
words are left out. By using his eyebrows the signer does 
not need to ask the question word for word. For example, 
a hearing person would say, "Did you pay for the mo
vie?" An ASL signer would sign, "You (raising eye
brows) pay movie?" In conversations of more depth, this 
saves the signer a lot of time. 

When a hearing person enters a room full of deaf 
people, he may not feel welcomed at first. Many of the 
deaf will look at him with their eyebrows turned down, 
which hearing people might interpret as disgust. That is 
not what the deaf people are trying to say. That is their 
way of asking who the person is. 

Many hearing people never stop to think what life 
would be like if they were deaf. You would have to have 
your home set up to accommodate your deafness. For in
stance, you would not be able to hear your alarm clock. 
Two types of alarms available to the deaf are a flashing 
light or a vibrating bed. The doorbell and phones are set 
up with flashing lights also. 

The deaf use a telephone called a TTY. It is similar 
to a typewriter with a small screen for messages. They 

also use computer modems because many hearing people 
do not have TTY s. The modem allows more access to 
more people. 

"Why do we have to learn a language like French, 
when it's not even a useful language?" asked Jennifer 
Breland, a College of the Mainland student "Why do we 
spend so much time trying to learn foreign languages, 

when we can't even talk to some of the people in our 
own country?" Perhaps some of the college students 
woulc.i like the opportunity to learn more about sign lan
guage and the deaf culture. 

Though sign language is not available at COM, it 
is available at Alvin Community College and Houston 
Community College as a non-credit continuing educa-

tion course. Southwest Texas State University offers 
American Sign Language as a credit modem language 
course which can be taken in place of the more tradition
al French or Spanish. 

"It is a shame that we cannot have the option to 
take sign language in the majority of colleges, and have 
it count as a language credit," Breland said. 

Comic defensive driving worth extra $ 
By DONA ALEXANDER 
Staff Reporter 

Most of us know that feeling when we see police 
lights twirling behind us. We pull over as our stomach 
sinks and our brain strains to think of a good way to get 
out of this ticket. Should we cry? Should we pout? 
Should we act cool? Of course these tactics seldom 
work, and most of us will have to go to defensive driv
ing at least once in our lives. Why not try something 
different? Why not take Spellbinder's .:>r Laugh Stop's 
Comedy Defensive Driving? 

"I have taken both regular and comedy defensive 
driving," said Michele Pearson, a recent comedy defen
sive driving student. "I couldn't believe the difference ... 
I used to think that defensive driving was a total waste or' 
a Saturday, now it's like going out at night to a comedy 
club," Pearson said. "We even got free discount tickets 
for being there and for answering questions correctly, it's 
worth the $10 extra." 

The class is much more rel~ed than a normal defen
sive driving course. You sit in on a roundtable style dis
cussion. 

"You learn the exact same material that you learn in 
regular defensive driving. It's just a lot more fun," said 
Michael Hartung, a defensive driving student. It was a 
lot like a comedian heckling the crowd, Hartung said. "I 
enjoyed in the interaction between the students and the 
comedian, and learned a lot more than I would have in a 
boring regular class." 

Comedy Defensive Driving is offered through Spell
binder's and Laugh Stop. The course is eight hours long 
on Saturday or Sunday, or four hours two nights a week. 
The course is $35 and is state approved. 

"We all get tickets sooner or later," Hartung .said. 
"At least we can actually learn instead of sitting in a bor-

ing class for eight hours a day." 
For information and reservations, call (713) 469-

2828. 

InterCOM sum~er staff sitting from left: Dona Alexander and Nathan E. ,Wheeler. Standing from left: Assistant 
Editor James Mullins, Donna Ray and Managing Editor Melani Thompson. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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Road to other colleges runs through Counseling Center 

COM counselor Leroy August assists a student in his office in the Counseling Center located in the Student Center. 

Photos by 
James Mullins 
Text by 
Nathan E. Wheeler 

Many College of the Mainland students plan to stay 
for two years and earn an associate's degree. Others prefer 
to use COM as a stepping stone to a four-year universi
ty. 

One of the jobs of the COM Counseling Center is 
to help transferring students decide which courses they 
should take before moving on. 

"I would certainly encourage (students) if they are 
transferring, and if they want to verify the transferability 
of their courses (to visit the Counseling Center)," said 
Leroy August, a counselor at COM. "We cettainly have 
the documents and resources to help alleviate some anx -
ieties that they might be experiencing." 

The easiest way to see if COM classes will transfer 
to a university is by checking the The Bridge, a pamph
let which is located in the counselor's office and the Of
fice of Admissions. This guide contains a list of courses · 
available at COM, along with a list of universities and 
the equivalent courses at that college. Some classes will 
transfer for elective hours, but not for specific courses. 

The universities included in The Bridge are: the Uni
versity of Texas at Austin, the University of Houston 
(central campus), Texas A&M, Texas Tech, Sam Hous
ton State, Southwest Texas State, Stephen F. Austin, 
Lamar University, East Texas State, Texas Southern and 
the University of North Texas. 

courses available at COM, along with a list of universities and the equivalent cours
es at that college. Some classes will transfer for elective hours, but not for specific 
courses. 

The universities included in The Bridge are: the University of Texas at Austin, 
the University of Houston (central campus), Texas A&M, Texas Tech, Sam Hous
ton State, Southwest Texas State, Stephen F. Austin, Lamar University, East Tex
as State, Texas Southern and the University ofNorth"Texas. 

Students who wish to transfer to the University of Houston-Clear Lake are able 
to use the 2+2 Transfer Plan, another pamphlet, ~hich is available in the counse
lor's office, August said. This guide contains a list of degrees offered at UHCL, each 
with a four-semester schedule that is recommended. It applies only to UHCL, how
ever. 

Students who wish to complete the requirements for the associate in business 
administration and associate in science degrees before moving on to UHCL should 
consult the COM catalog in case there is a need for adjustments. 

The UH central campus provides a list of core courses that students must take 
before transferring there. This list, for example, includes 12 hours of English and 
six hours of natural sciences. 

UH advisers have looked through the COM catalog and identified the courses 
that will transfer for those credits, August said. 

No other university, however, has a provided a document with specific courses 
that students should take at COM. 

If a student wants to transfer to a college not listed in The Bridge, a counselor 
or the student can check the catalog for that university and see which courses have 
indentical descriptions to COM courses. 

"If we are not sure (that a class is transferable), then what I usually do is get on 
the phone and talk to someone in that program area and question them about the ac
ceptability of that course," August said. 

If a student wants to transfer out of state, he or she should arrange to receive a 
catalog from that school and a COM counselor can help decide what courses will 
transfer. August helped one student who was transferring to a school in Florida draft 
a letter which was sent along with a list of COM courses and a COM catalog. An 
official from the admissions office at that college evaluated the material and decided 
that all the courses except one that she was taking were acceptable. 

Three degrees are offered to help those who transfer: the associate in business 
administration degree, the associate in arts degree and the associate in science degree. 
These degrees allow the student to take the basic courses needed. at: other colleges. 

The A.A. is a general two-year program designed to provide students with basic 
academic courses that will be helpful when transferring, August ex.plained. 

-- 1. -
' 

Ken Easley, left, Pam Tichenor, center, and Becky Derrisaw sit in the Counseling Center waiting room. 

which is located in the Counseling Center. GIS is a computer system that will dis-
play the name, location, application deadlines and tuition, among other things, of 
colleges and universities around the nation. This list doesn't include transferrable 
classes. 

Some classes generally will not transfer to other colleges. These classes include 
developmental studies courses, and technical and vocational courses. 

"Some schools like Lamar University .. . will accept many of our associate 
and applied science degrees in drafting, electronics and welding, and use them a:; an 
inverted degree program and allow the student to work more on the basics," August 
said. 

An inverted degree program, according to August, allows the student to concen
trate on the technical part of the program and then work on the general education 
side after transferring. Usually, however, students learn the basics, such as academic 
courses, before learning about their career. 

If a student is earning an associate's degree and then decides to work for a bache
lor's degree, he or she should make sure that the university he or she chooses will 
accept the associate degree. If not, the student may need to work toward another 

plan, such as the A.S. and take a limited number of vo
cational courses, August said. 

Students should check The Bridge to see if those 
classes will transfer to their college of choice. 

Sometimes rumors spread through misinformation 
about the transferability of a course. "You hear one 
thing, and in a week it's blown out of proportion, " Au
gust said. "Sometimes a student will take a course at 
College of the Mainland without verifying anything and 

Pictured above: course transfer pamphlets, career assessment tools. 

The A.B.A., designed by the COM Department of Business, identifies typical 
courses that universities want students to receive credit for before transferring with a 
major in business, such as prerequisite and beginner courses needed for their major. 
Business majors include accounting and management 

The A.S. is designed for tramfer students in science and technology. Such ma
jors include engineering and pre-med. It lists courses usually accepted in a science
related major. 

August warns students that these degrees are general degrees and are not targeted 
toward a specific university. 

"It is important that the student identifies the specific school he or she plans to 
transfer to," August said. "And if there's any change that has to be made in addition 
to the associate in science or the A.B.A., then we can (make those changes)." 
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then find out that that's not the course that (the universi
ty) wanted him to take." 

Generally most universities will take transfer credits 
for hours, but will not include them in the student's 
grade point average. 

Students who transfer after earning 31 or more hours 
transfer as sophomores and usually don't need freshman 
requirements, such as SAT or ACT scores or high 
school transcripts, August explained. 

"One strategy (for students whose scores are not 
high enough on national tests) is to stop at. .. son:ie 

school like College of the Mainland and pick up some 
basics and transfer as a college sophomore," August 
says. 

Students can make things easier on themselves by 
deciding on a major. Those who are undecided are usually 
identified as general studies students. This program leads 
to the A.A. degree. 

"As you're approaching 40 hours or so, I think a 
student needs to work seriously at identifying a program 
area," August said. "(Transferring students) may not. .. 
pinpoint a college major yet, but it would be helpful if 
they knew whether it was going to be something in 
business or maybe something in science or something in 
the humanities." This will allow the student to take 
more courses that will be accepted into a program area. 

There are aids to help students who haven't decided · 
on a career, and thus haven't chosen a major. The Coun
seling Center has assessment tools that can help students 
decide what careers may be right for them. For example, 
there are the Career Assessment Inventory and the Strom 
Campbelrlnterest Inventory, which identify occupations 
that require anything from a high school diploma to a 
four-year bachelor's degree. 

-
Another aid is the Career Occupational Preference 

System (COPS), a take-home test that helps students 
identify a career cluster, which. in turn helps to identify 
specific college programs that a student may pursue 
based on his likes and skills. 

COM faculty member Dotti Jones has developed the 
Career Plan (Can Plan) to help students make the transi
tion from COM to other universities. One aspect of the 
plan will consist of informal meetings at which students 
can ask questions and deal with the transferability of 
classes. Another aspect includes recruiting faculty mem
bers as mentors for students. Those interested can contact 
Jqnes at Ext. 387. 

"Hopefully we will invite a school or two to come , 
and entertain questions about their school," August said. 

Students who wish to transfer to the University of 
Houston-Clear Lake are able to use the 2+2 Transfer 
Plan, another pamphlet, which is available in the coun
selor's office, August said. This guide contains a list of 

Students line a wall in the cafeteria during New Student Orientation Aug. 10. 
COM has access to catalogs from all two- and four-year colleges in Texas to• 

help students decide which classes to take. 
COM Student Activities Board representatives, in foreground, address new students at orientation in the cafeteria. 

Students can also ask for help in using the Guidance Information System, 

-
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Recreation 

President Larry L. Stanley, right, chats with Industrial Education instructor Upton Lackey in the shade of one 
the year-old archways. (Photo by James Mullins) 

Moody Gardens now growing 
By DONA ALEXANDER 
Staff Reporter 

You will soon be able to take a trip though the rain 
forests of the world, enjoy amazing films at an IMAX 
theater and dine in the beautiful Garden Restaurant. You 
can already experience the beauty of a soft white sand 
beach, and explore beautiful African gardens and a pet
ting zoo in Galveston's Moody Gardens. 

The Rain Forest Pyramid, now under constructi~n. 
will take you on an adventure of the world's rain forests 
from Asia, Africa to South America. The IO-story pyra
mid includes waterfalls, cliffs, caverns, rivers, wetlands 
and forests. The rivers are filled with fish, while butter
flies and exotic birds fly above, and hundreds of varieties 
of trees and plants that fill the air with sweet scents of 
orchids and flowering vines. 

The pyramid is being built to educate people of the 
importance of the rain forests. 

"I am excited to see what's in the pyramid," said 
Janet Lowe, a Galveston resident. The pyramid is expect
ed to open April 1993. 

Visitors to Galveston's IMAX theater can expect to 
see powerful visuals. The Galveston IMAX is adding 3-
D films to the IMAX experience. Objects will appear to 
come off the six-story screen and pass through the audi
ence. The IMAX also is expected to open in April 1993. 

The Garden Restaurant will overlook the gulf waters 
and feature nightly shows of Dancing Waters. 

Palm Beach is a white-sand beach with crystal clear 
fresh water lagoons. The lagoons are surrounded by lush, 
exotic landscaping. Visitors can ride paddleboats, play 
volleyball on the sand courts and relax in the two jacuz
zis, as well as swim in the clean fresh water and then re
lax in the soft sand. 

The Yellow Submarine and Octopus Slide is filled 
with periscopes, waterguns and control panels for the 
children. "Now we have a safe, clean beach for our fami
ly to spend the day at," said Dan Hanson; a park visitor. 
Palm Beach is open daily through Sept. 7. 

Seaside Safari is an Afri~an adventure that explores 
the gardens filled with plants, elaborate quartz and crys
tals. Children can meet friendly animals, birds and rep
tiles in the petting zoo there. Tours are hourly from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. year round. 

Moody Gardens is growing to become a large park 
for visitors and residents to enjoy. The park is developed 
around the Moody Gardens Convention and Conference 
Center, and is located off of 61st Street on Hope Boule
vard. The park's future includes an aquarium, resort hotel 
and The Historical Gardens of Man and Wetlands Inter
pretive Center. 

"It's nice to have a place to bring the whole family" 
said Christin Warner, a visiting parent. 

For more information call (409) 744-1745. Admis
sion to Palm Beach is $5 for children age 4 and up and 
adults. Children 3 and under are admitted free. 

'The Bridge' needs volunteers to help out 
A training for volunteers will be presented by The 

Bridge Over Troubled Waters Inc., from Sept. 10 to Oct. 
6. There will be nine sessions during this period, for a 
total of about 30 hours, giving an in-depth look at vol
unteering for The Bridge, a non-profit organization pro
viding comprehensive crisis services for Southeast Harris 
County and the Bay area. 

The training, which will begin Thursday, Sept. 10, 
from 6 to 10 P.M., at Pasadena General Hospital is de-

signed for new and prospective volunteers. Programs of 
The Bridge that will be covered include shelter, counsel
ing, advocacy, public education and hotline. . 

Interested people are urged to call The Bridge at 
(713) 472-0753 for more information. The success of the 
programs of The Bridge depends on the participation of 
volunteers, and they are needed in every area, from the 
shelter to the resale shop. 

IMAX Antarctica 
simply breathtaking 
By DONA ALEXANDER 
Staff Reporter 

A large ship moves slowly through the icy waters. 
Noisily the bow slices through the huge ice floes that 
cover the majority of the water. It is nearing its destina
tion - Antarctica - the frozen continent on the bottom of 
the earth. 

Antarctica, an educational, fascinating and humorous 
film, is now playing in the Wortham IMAX Theatre at 
the Houston Museum of Natural Science through Feb. 
4, 1993. The film explores the history, science and ecol
o~, of highest, driest, and coldest place on earth. 

The seats rise at a steeper angle in the IMAX theater 
than in a regular theater, and the screen is curved to make 
the viewer feel like he actually is in Antarctica. 

Antarctica shows parts of the continent that are sim
ply breathtaking. The most beautiful scenes were taken 
from deep within the icy blue waters, in caves within 
huge glaciers. Penguins playfully jump from ice patch 
to ice patch, slide across the ice on their bellies and 
gracefully swim through the waters below huge ice 
sheets. Seals slowly slide into the water through cracks 
in the ice, holding their breaths for up to an hour. · 

"We had a horrific time filming this film," said 
Tom Cowan, co-director of photography. In the frigid 
temperatures, cameras would sometimes freeze up, delay

. ing film for hours or even days. The cameras were fre
quently kept running with the assistance of hair dryers. 

Antarctica is a continent with 24 hours of sunlight 
per day during the summer, temperatures below minus 
76 degrees Farenheit and high altitudes, a fact that made 
it a challenge to film, not to mention survive. The con
tinent has ice sheets covering 98 percent of its body and 
is the largest body of fresh water on earth. During the 
winter, low temperatures cause the sea around Antarctica 
to freeze, and the continent nearly doubles in size. 

The film told the history of two explorers traveling 
to the South Pole, using some original film clips of the 
explorers. Roald Amundsen and four companions were 
the first to reach their destination on December 14, 
1911. One month later Robert Falcon Scott and crew be
came the second group to reach the South Pole. Unfortu
nately Scott and his crew died on their journey back. 

Antarctica screenings are on the hour every day: 
Sunday 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.; Monday through Thursday io 
a.m. - 8 p.m.; Friday 10 a.m. - 9 p.m.; Saturday 10 
a.m. - 10 p.m. Tickets are $4.50 for adults; $3.50 for 

children under 12; $2.50 for Museum Members . . Call 
(713) 639-IMAX for reservation information. The Hous
ton Museum of Natural Science is located in Hermann 
Park across from the Miller Outdoor Theatre. 

COM duck has a face only a mother could love. 
(Photo by James Mullins) 



InterCOM, August 1992, Page 9 

COM's fall recreational line-up 
By JAMES MULLINS 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland has quite a number of 
events sc~eduled for the fall semester. Most of the acti
vites are free to students and employees, but a few excep
tions may apply. You must sign up at the gym. If a fee 
is charged you pay at the gym. 

- Aug. 20: Intro to scuba workshop. Fee charged. 
- Sept. 1: 3-on-3 volleyball tournament, B division. 

Fee charged. 
- Sept. 2: Soccer Club meeting 4 p.m. 
- Sept. 3: Mixed A, AB, B and C volleyball league 

sign-up. 
- Sept. 3: Intro to country and western dance work

shop. Fee charged. 
- Sept. 4 - 7: Camping and exploring on the Nuec

es. Fee charged. 

- Sept. 8: Mixed volleyball, league B, and 4-on-4 
volleyball. league sign-up. 

- Sept.14, Oct. 12, and Nov. 9: Intro to water exer
cise (three different dates). Free. 

- Sept. 17: Volleyball tryouts for sports day. 
- Sept. 22: Bowling night 8:45 to 10:45 p.m. Free 

to students, employees, and friends. 
- Sept. 22 and 24: Step aerobic sessions. Fee 

charged. 
- Sept. 23: Frisbie golf tournament. Free to students 

and employees. 
- Sept. 24: Women's doubles tennis league. Fee 

charged. 
- Sept. 24: Volleyball league for students and em

ployees. Free. 
- Sept. 26, 27: Table tennis tournament open to stu-

"I'm too sexy for my clothes" 
After exercising, Dr. Tony Pfeiffer stops for photo on 
the way to his car. (Photo by James Mullins) 

dents and the community. Fee charged. 
- Sept. 28: Softball tryouts for sports day. 

- Sept. 28: "Starting an exercise program the right 
way" workshop. Fee charged. 

- Sept. 29, Oct 3, 4: Fundamentals of canoeing. 
Fee charged. 

- Oct. 1: Tennis tournaments for students and em
ployees. Free. 

- Oct. 2 - 4: Camping and exploring at Enchanted 
Rock State Natural Area. Fee charged. 

- Oct. 7: COM's 25th Anniversary Fun Walk for 
students and the community. Fee charged. 

- Oct. 14: 3-on-3 basketball tournament. Free to 
students and employees. 

- Oct 15: Raquetball tournament for students and 
employees. Free. 

- Oct. 19, Oct. 26: Foot Reflexology workshop. 
Fee charged. 

- Oct. 21, 24, 25: Fundamentals of kayaking. Fee 
charged. 

- Oct. 25: COM's 25th Anniversary coed 6-on-6 
volleyball tournament. Fee charged. 

- Nov. 4: 3-on-3 basketball league. Free to students 
and employees. 

- Nov. 6: Pickle-ball tournament. Free to everyone. 
- Nov. 7: Trip to the Texas Renaissance Festival. 

Fee charged. 

Going up? 
Brett Jarrett climbs his way to the top. 

(Photo by James Mullins) 

- Nov. 9: Exercise for stress reduction. Fee charged. 
- Nov. 12: 8-ball tournament. Free to students and - Dec. 8: 3-on--3 volleyball, open division. Fee 

employees. charged. 

- Nov. 21: Texas Twkey Trot for students and com- The Outdoor Club meets the first Wednesday of eve-
munity. Fee charged. ry month. For more details about the activities contact 

- Nov. 25 - 29: Thanksgiving canoe trip down the Maryann Urick or Ken Barber at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
Rio Grande, Boquillas Canyon. Fee charged. 280-3991 Ext. 422. 

Predator's Den Jl_aint pellet games 

Expensive adult war games relieve stress 
By DONA ALEXANDER 
Staff Reporter 

Most of us who are in college have an overabun
dance of stress and frustration. Most would like to find a 
way to relieve all the tension caused by everyday prob
lems. Games are one way of relieving stress. Paint pellet 
wars might serve this purpose for you. 

Predator's Den, a paint pellet game course located in 
Tomball, "is a new way to relieve a lot of stress for 
adults," Samantha Alexander said. "We can go out in a 
huge field with lawyers, doctors, police officers and act 
like a bunch of big kids shooting each other. 

"We played all day long ... it cost about $60 a per
son to play, but it's worth doing every once in a while 
just to get everything out or your system," Alexander 
said. "You have to pay about $15 for the course fee, 
about $15 to rent the pellet gun, and $125 for a box of 
1,500 of the paint pellets," Aaron Mears said. "We split 
the pellets among five or six people ... that was plenty 
for a day's worth of playing." 

Alexander added, 'The field is divided up into differ
ent games. There is lone wolf, team play and fort at
tack." 

In lone wolf you are sent out to hide, and a team of 

·15 to 20 people go out in the field to try and find you. 

''I was scared to death when I was the person sent 
out. Those paint pellets hurt like you wouldn't believe. I 
was actually in the mud crawling around and praying 
they wouldn't find me," Alexander said. "You need the 
hurt or people wouldn't mind so much about getting hit. 
.. this way you really avoid getting hit You should see 
the bruises we got." 

In team play there are two teams that are trying to 
get each others flags. "You have to either run out to find 
the other team member's flag, or you stay and defend 
your flag," Mears said. "In team play, I stayed and de
fended my flag, and it was about a minute before I was 
hit; (then) I ran across the field with my gun in the air 
screaming I was hit, so they wouldn't shoot me any
more," said Alexander. 

"In the fort attack, I was defending the fort way up 
in this tree ... I couldn't believe I actually climbed trees 
and crawled through mud," Alexander said. 

Mears said, "We ;.ere on opposite teams this time, I 
could hardly wait to shoot my own girlfriend to get her 
back for everything she had ever done. Unfortunately, 
someone else got to her first" 

''This game is a great way to get everything out of 
your system; yeah, it's a little expensive but worth do
ing every once in a while," said Mears. 

Baylor College of Med_icine seeks fem ale athletes, dancers for study 
HOUSTON, July 29 - Female dancers and athletes, 

or women with menstrual irregularities may qualify for a 
study examining whether they are at increased risk for 
osteoporosis later in life. 

Dr. Albert C. Hergenroeder, associate professor of 
pediatrics and chief of adolescent medicine and sports 
medicine at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston, is 

I, I 

looking for volunteers", ages 16 to mid-20s who have hy
pothalamic amenorrhea, a condition related to excessive 
exercise or dieting that results in infrequent or missed 
periods. 

The study is a joint project of Baylor's departments 
of pediatrics, medicine, and obstetrics and gynecology, as 
well as the Children's Nutrition Research Center and the 

Methodist Hospital of Houston. 

Participants will receive an evaluation of hormone 
levels, body calcium, bone density, and body composi
tion measurements at no cost. 

For more information, call (713) 770-1355 or 770-
3660. 

' • 'I r 
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What's Happening 

SAB sets fall activities, invites students to join 
By JAMES MULLINS 
Assistant Editor 

Hey! How's it going? Are you looking for some
thing to do in your spare time? Well, the Student Activi
ty Board has openings for you and for your friends. 

The SAB is a club at College of the Mainland 
which was organized by students for students to keep 
you involved in deciding what COM's activities will be. 

The SAB met July 21 to decide on the activities for 
this fall semester. 

"We try to choose activities that will please students 
at COM," said Heidi Kulick, vice president of SAB. "We 

· also try to pick the ones that will improve stutl"nt-to
student and teacher-~-.student relations." 

To choose the new events, "we go over the events 
we had in the previous semester," SAB President Kathy 
Harper said. "We then ask for new ideas, debate a little to 
fit the budget and then vote." 

The SAB chooses activities with consideration to 
the budget. "This is when we put the events on a chart 
and compare the cost to the money that we are given 
from the student activity fees," Kulick said. "The SAB 
then picks the activities that are the best for the money. 

"Some activities are decided on during the summer 
semester for the following fall semester, but we still de
cide on more activities during the fall if our budget can 
withstand it," said Kulick. 

A few of the activities already decided on for the fall 
are as follows: 

* Aug. 25 - SAB will serve soft drinks at credit reg
istration. 

The COM Student Activities Board plans events for the upcoming year. Although activities for the fall semester have 
been mostly set, SAB welcomes new members to help decide spring activities. (Photo by James Mullins) 

*Sept15 ~ Welcome Back Kickoff, featuring a live 
band. 

*Sept.IS - SAB orientation; pizza will be served. 

*Sept. 21 - Ward Churchill, a professor at Universi 
ty of Colorado, will speak on the 500th 

anniversary of Columbus: discovery or 
invasion? 

*Sept. 25 and 26 - movie presentation, Sister Act 
will be screened in L131. Admission is free. 

*Sept. 29 - Dr. Nellie Thorogood, vice chancellor at 
North Harris County College, will speak 
at 12:30 on jobs for the future. 

*Oct. 6 and 7 - it's roll-up-your-sleeve time for the 
semi-annual blood drive. 

*Oct. 16 and 17 - movie presentation, Beauty and 
the Beast, in L-131. Admission is free. 

*Oct. 20 - Dean Bass Forum - students can voice 
their opinions about issues at COM. 

*Oct. 22 - Regency, a must-see live band. "Excel
lent!" Harper stated. 

*Oct. 25 - COM's 25 Anniversary. Come celebrate. 

*Nov. 6 and 7 - movie presentation.Lethal Weapon 
3 iri L131. Admission is free. 

SAB meetings are held Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. in 
the Physical Education Building, Room P-110. 

"One of the best things about SAB is that no one 
has to run in an election to become a member, so every
one is welcome to join," Kulick said. "Anyone interested 
should come to our meetings because this organization 
is perfect for everyone." 

Arts commission awards COM gallery a grant 
By JAMES MULLINS 
Assistant Editor 

Dr. Richard Lizza, director of the College of the 
Mainland Art Gallery has high hopes for the gallery this 
year. 

The gallery was recently awarded a Texas Commis
sion in the Arts grant. "This is the second consecutive 

year that we have been able to generate grant funding for 

our exibition program," Dr. Lizza said. "The additional 
funding will allow activities including publications and 
community outreach activites." He went on to say, "The 
grant awarded to COM has brought increasing attention 
to the college's Fine Arts Program." 

The first gallery showing, Faculty Invitational 
Show, will debute Sept. 24 and run through Oct. 25. 

cOM~\!heduti~.t:aU spe,Jers forU,i 
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"The Faculty Invitional Show is an on-going tradi
tion where faculty go out and bring in artists of their 
choice," Dr. Lizza said. This allows COM's faculty to 
bring in artists they know to show their work. 

Scheduled artists for the invitational are painter 
Mike Crespo, photographer Keith Carter, photographer 
Charlie Kubrecht, painter Anne Torark, painter Richard 
Callner, painter Robert Loach and ceramicist Bonnie 
Lynch. 

The second show opens in the COM Fine Art Gal
lery Nov. 12 and closes Dec. 18. 

Relief printmaking from around the world will be 
exibited in this show. Dr. Lizza anticipates it to be one 
of COM's best. "This will be a major showing for 
COM." A catalog illustrating all the works the artists 
are exibiting will be available. 

These artists are being brought by well-known San 
Francisco curator and P.rintmaker Roy Ragle. 

"COM employed Ragel to curate tfle show," Dr. 
Lizza said. "This wide variety of printmakers is due to 
Roy's many professional contacts and by The Texas 
Grant Commission grant." 

Dr. Lizza is excited about these two shows. "The 
first show promises to be varied and will offer us a wide 
selection of art media and approaches. 

"The second art gallery showing of relief printmak
ing has a very impr~ssive roster of printmakers from 

seven different Eurpoean countries. They will be exhibit
ing alongside 22 American printmakers." 
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Gulf Greyhound Park off like a shot on Nov. 10 
Continut:d from Page .1,-----------

Appoximately 80 percent of the revenue from the 
bets goes to the winners, 10 percent goes to the track, 5 
percent goes to the kennels and 5 percent is used to pay 
taxes to the state. These figures fluctuate depending on 
the types of wagers placed. 

Although a person must be 21 or older to enter, the 
park does hire those younger as leadouts or food handlers 
for the dogs. 

Track organizers are attracting people by making 
presentations to clubs and organizations as well as adver
tising in the Bay Area. 

Organizers also are hoping to attract business from 
around the state. "It's going to be a great tourist avenue," 
Escalante said. "If they haven't decided yet if they're com
ing to Houston or San Antonio, we have something else 
to offer now, so maybe we can push them more to our 
side." 

The third and fourth levels of the track will house 
the Horizon Clubhouse, a full-service dining restaurant. 
About the size of two football fields, it will be Texas' 
largest restaurant. Tables will have monitors, which will 
show the races, how-to-bet information, as well as regu
lar television programming. 

Prices for food at the track will be lower than they 
are in other entertainment venues, such as movie theaters 
or sport stadiums. 

The first and second levels of the stadium will have 
grandstand and table seating. 

The second level will have various concessions fea
turing different foods such as barbecue, Mexican food or 
ice cream. A deli also is planned. 

Betting seminars will be held throughout the P.:ous
ton-Galve.ston area including .one at the Elks Mainland 
Lodge in La Marque on Aug. 25 to teach people about 
the ways to bet, costs, types of bets and payoffs. Mini
mum bets are $2, Escalante said. 

Plans are being made to assist those who may have 
d~veloped gambling problems. "(People should be) ~sing 
this (for) entertainment," said Bob Lee, mutuels director 
of Gulf Greyhound Park. "It's not a place to be making 
your house payments." 

Brochures, fliers and "betting buddies" - people who 
can be found around the track to answer questions - will 
also be on hand to help those who are novices at race
track betting. 

Another aid will be programs which list information 
about the dogs, including how they did in their last three 
races and their pedigree. Programs can allow a bettor to 
place bets in advance at the track if they wish. 

The racetrack houses 18 kennels, which are run by 
owners of different kennels around the country, coming 
from as far away as Idaho and Florida. These owners 
were chosen from a field of 100 applicants. The kennel 
owners each lease 60 dogs to race at the track, Escalante 
said, and usually hire their own trainers to help care for 
the dogs. 

Dogs begin racing at about 17 months, and usually 
retire after about five years of racing. 

Once a dog can't race at the track anymore, he is ei
ther sent to another track or is put up for adoption by 
Greyhounds of America - a dog adoption program. 

"They're such great dogs, " Escalante said. "When 
you see them you're going to just fall in love with 
them." 

Dogs race once every three days. Twelve dogs race 
in each of the 12 races in a performance. 

The dogs are generally fed a stew of beef and vegeta
bles, but diets do vary among kennels, Escalante said. 

During races, rabbit-shaped lures are used to entice 
the dogs around the track. It takes tlre dogs about 30 sec
onds to race one and 1/16 times around the q~r-mile 

Admission is $1 for the first two levels and $4 for 
the top levels, Escalante said. Special packages are avail
able for groups of 20 or more. Parking costs $1. Only 
those 21 and older can be admitted. 

long track. 
There are 15 minutes allowed between races to give 

people a chance to place bets, collect winnings, or get a 
bite to eat. 

Construction taking place at Gulf Greyhound Park is coming along at a clip. The racetrack, located on FM 2004, 
will be the biggest greyhound track in the world. (Photo by Dona Alexander) 

More teller classes planned for fall 
Continued from Page .1,----------
an adequate number of people trained not only for when 
the track opens," Cady said, "but also ... we'll have a 
pool of people that will already be trained that they ·can 
hire right away." 

More than 700 people registered for the course al
though only about one-half to two-thirds passed, Lee 
said. Many people either dropped the course beca_!!Se they 
decided that they didn't want to work as tellers, or took 
the course just to learn how to place bets even though 
there will be beginners' windows, and seminars that will 
take place for that purpose. 

Because of the likelihood of people dropping the 
class, the price of the course is lower (in-district resi
dents pay $15, out-of-district residents pay $17) than the 
usual fees for Continuing Education courses. 

In the class, tellers learn all the different forms of 
bets that can be placed, as well as how to handle the 
money. Tellers are held responsible for the money in 
their booths and are held accountable for any money that 
is missing. 

Tellers also learn how to interpret what a bettor im
plies. 

"People will say a bet one way, but you know that 
they really want something else," Lee said. "You have 
to . . . read between the lines and understand what it is 
they're saying. It's kind of a combination of being pa
tient and being able to deal with people." 

The track has made a commitment to hire people 
from the area. About 90 percent of the students in the 
course are from Galveston County. 

"It's the best thing to happen here," says Ann Peter
son, a lifetime La Marque resident taking the course. 

"It will bring a lot of mcney to the area and a lot of 
business," adds Vicky Gomez of Texas City. "This is a 
nice hometown." 

Many of those in the course are either looking for 
second jobs, or are even coming out of retirement "The 
extra cash doesn't hurt," says Gill Goodwill, a TC retiree 
w o_ 1s taking the class wftfi his wife, Diane. 

"I wanted ~ up myself," said Jill Dill, co-owner of 
an Alvin liquor store, "rather than work as a barmaid . . . 
or at a liquor store." 

Even though the track is expected to bring a lot of 
opportunity to the area, some teller students still want 
more. "I wish a horse track would hurry up and open," 
says Osie Jernigan, a retiree from NASA. 

The class also gives some exposure to COM. 
"About a third of the people in the class have never had 
any exposure to the college," Lee said. "Some of these 
people will come back and take other classes h~re." , 

"(The class) is working for me and it's working for 
Mike too," Lee said. "(COM) has been very, very help
ful." 

Lee also is the general manager for a track in north
ern Idaho and was a mutual manager at a track in Iowa. 
Both tracks are owned by Paul Bryant, an investor who 
owns 48 percent of Gulf Greyhound Park. 

Other jobs being offered at the track include food 
handlers, parking attendants and leadouts for the dogs. In
terviews for these positions are made through the Texas 
Employment Commision. . 

Health screenings to be available to public at fair 
Continued from Page 1-----------

"By doing this they are doing more damage than 
good," Bry~nt said. "At this institution we are lucky 
enough to have a president who is in favor of funding 
this, and that's good." 

The community needs programs to promote aware
ness ofimental and physical health. Bryant believes the 
two shouldn't be divided. "Health and wellness should be 
put in perspective of not separating the mind and body. 

"Thomas Dewey, one of the great educators of this 
century, always preached learning by doing, but he also 
espoused the problems with separating things of dual 
philosophies such as mind and body." 

Bryant also believes that this fair will teach the 
community how to apply healthy living principles. "It 
doesn't do any good to have a lot of knowledge if you 

can't do anything with it. Leaming it and not doing it 
gives a false sense of achievement. 

"This is why we want to share this with our em
ployees and community, so they can view wellness as a 
total concept," Bryant explained. 

"Wellness incorporates every facet of our lives," 
Bryant said. "An English writer, W.K. Chesterton, has 
the best definition for health, 'Health is a study of the 

.universe.' I think more or less that's what wellness 
should be and what we should strive for." 

Anyone can attend this fair and is encouraged to by 
Bryant 

. For more information about the Employee Wellness 
Fm contact Jerry Bryant at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 439. 
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YOU'LL NEVER KNOW UNLESS YOU TRY IT ON 

Have you ever dreamed of having your byline 
in a newspaper? Do you write, but just don't know 
who would print your work? 

Enroll in COMM 1307 (Writing for the Mass 
Media), College of the Mainland's beginner 
journalism course and become a part of our 
awar:d-winning campus newspaper, InterCOM. 

construction of a newspaper, starting from the 
skeletal stages of coming up with story ideas to 
producing the final product. 

Writers who already have some experience 
may enroll in COMM 2305 (Copy Editing and 
Production) with the instructor's approval. 

Enrollment in either course 
Whether you're a journalism 

major, or just wish to sharpen 
your writing skills, becoming a 
member of the newspaper staff 
offers experience in an array of 
categories, including straight 
news, opinions, in-depth reports 
on your choice; movie-ftlm
book-or-play review, cartoon 
strips, political cartoons, and 
personality sketches. 

IF IT FITS, WEAR IT. 
must be accompanied with the 
lab, COMM 1129, which meets 
Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons for an hour and 20 
minutes, at the student's 
convenience. COMM 1307 meets 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8 
to 10:50 a.m. COMM.2305 meets 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
9:30 to 12:20 p.m . . 

As an InterCOM staffer you 
get hands-on experience in the 

lnterCOM 

The newspaper staff is an easy 
way to meet people of diversified 
interests and personalities. 
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Bush & Clinton's stand on i~ues 
See Page 3 

Review of theater's Our Town 
SeePage4 

Meet COM's 83-year-old student 
See Page 9 
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Students stroll across the College of the Mainland campus between classes. The Student Center to the back and right 
was completed in 1974 during the college's second building phase. COM is celebrating its 25th anniversary with an 
afternoon of special events Oct. 25. (Photo by James Mullins) 

COM to celebrate 
25th anniversary 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's 25th anniversary celebra
tion will be held Sunday afternoon, Oct. 25. 

Mary Danaczk:o, director of Communication Servic
es, is in charge of scheduling various activities for 
guests to enjoy. More than 4,000 invitations have al
ready been sent out 

"The purpose of the college to hold this celebration 
is to show all of the communities in the district what 
COM has accomplished with students in the past and 
what we will be doing in the future," Danaczko said. 

So far, 19 activities are planned all over the campus 
between 1 and 5 p.m. 

At I p.m. President Larry L. Stanley will make 
opening remarks at the gazebo, near the ce~ter of cam
pus. He also will present guest speakers from the COM 
faculty and administration. Afterward the COM jazz 
band, directed by Sparky Koerner, will perform at the ga
rebo. 

Also at 1 p.m., COM student Alan Breaux will 

See COM Page 11 

Biannual campus blood drive set for Oct. 6, 7 
By CHRIS PETERS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's fall semester blood drive 
is set for Oct 6 and 7. The blood drive, sponsored by the 
Student Activities Board, will be administered by the 

COM surplus property 
auctioned off Sept. 26 
By ALICE RUSSELL 
Staff Reporter 

Sounds of an auctioneer's cadence punctuated with 
"sold!" filled the old Technical Vocational Building as 
the former storage area was emptied item by item at Col
lege of the Mainland's surplus property sale Saturday, 
Sept. 26. 

Oscilloscopes, theater seats and computer terminals 
were among the items on the auction block at the annual 
event. 

The auction serves several purposes according to 
Bill Brown, purchasing officer for COM. It generates in
come for COM, helps dispose of property no longer 
needed, and this year, will make way for renovation to 
the Technical Education Building beginning Sept 28. 

The auction, conducted by Del Lemmons Inc. of 
Houston grossed about $8,100 according to Brown. "We 
should net about $6,000 after advertising costs and the 
auctioneer's commission," Brown estimated. Last year's 
auction generated $5,405. 

COM's Purchasing Office selects the auctioneer on a 

See Surplus Page 11 

Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center. 
"Blood is a donation which benefits everyone," said 

Maryann Urick, director of Recreational Programs and 
SAB sponsor. "It covers yourself, your family and any
one who needs it." 

The blood drive will be held in the sun room of the 

·.f 

--Greide.F--talks abou1 1:i: 
•. American democr!l~Y/ 
By CARL JESSEN Jr. 
Staff Reporter 

William Greider, national editor of Rolling 
Stone magazine. expressed his views on th~ s~te 
of the American democracy to an audience ote?o1-
lege of the Mainland students, faculty; st3{f;.md 

. community members in p<>th a morning aj).d ~Y~" 

ing ::~s::~~ ~The ~at·o~~~: 
can Democracy" gave the audience bis o_p.ini.bn on 
issues StJCh•as•t1te economy-and Congress. Hei'gave· ·•·· · 
mixed impre.ssioJ1$ of the pr~idential ~da~s~ 
but leaned~ tqward the Clinton/Oore platform. 
He seemed to faV()f "the bread and butter politips" 
~ he referred to the old-fashioned style of goy~ .. 
rnent, t,iut stated thJt the problems of this µijion 

.... are "deeper thl\'fl this year's p~dential caµdi,d~. 
~ deeper than Repµblicans vs. Democrats* d~~r 
than Congress v$: the White House." . ·.·.· 

See Greider Pa~e 12 

Student Center from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Students as well 
as faculty and staff may donate at any time during those 
hours, or if they need a specific time there is a sign-up 
sheet in the gym. "Those who have made an appoint
ment will go before those who do not have an appoint
ment," Urick said. 

See Blood Page 11 

William Greider, national editor ofRollingSU>ne 
magazine~ SJ>takstqan evening audience at CQM 
on *file Oetrayalof.American Democra(:yn Stph 
21. The editor who alsosp()ke that morning reac
tivated a knee inJury during the da.y and.bad to 
speaktroma wheelchab'.(Photoby JamesMulli~) 
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Editorials/News 

Kickoff welcomes 
COM students back 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
Managing Editor and 
KIM MITCHELL 
Assistant Editor 

The College of the Mainland Students Activities 
Board hosted a Welcome Back Kickoff in the Leaming 
Resource Center breezeway Sept 15. 

A crowd of approximately 100 was entertained by 
the band The Line 6p which performed songs such as 
"Evenflow" by Pearl Jam, "Everything About You" by 
Ugly Kid Joe, "Knocking on Heaven's Door" by Bob 
Dylan, and "Rain" by the Cult 

Between band performances President Larry L. Stan
ley welcomed the students and introduced members of 
various groups, including the Student Activities Board. 
SAB President Heidi Kulick told the students that their 
activities fees pay for events such as the kickoff and 
urged them to join the organization. 

During the kickoff, held at College Hour, SAB 
members handed out free popcorn and served drinks in 
plastic COM cups. 

The band included Willie Gonzales on drums and vo
cals, David McNight on bass and vocals, and Manny Lo
pez on guitar and lead vocals. 

The crowd is viewed through the drummer's eyes at the Welcome Back Kickoff held Sept. 15 in the Learning 
Resource Center breezeway. The band, The Line Up, features Willie Gonzales on drums, vocals; David McNight 
on bass, vocals; and Manny Lopez on guitars, lead vocals. (Photo by James Mullins) 

They ended their performance with an impressive 
version of the Led Zepplin classic, "Rock and Roll." 

Gonzales left students with a piece of advice, "Get 
to class; you're late." 

Dean Bass forums lead to improvements at COM-
By KIM MITCHELL 
Assistant Editor 

Dr. Don Bass, dean of Instruction and Student De
velopment at College of the Mainland, will hold a "gripe 
session" during College Hour on Oct. 20 in the Leam
ing Resource Center Auditorium, L-131. During these 
sessions students can air their complaints to Dr. Bass. 
They also get the chance to give suggestions on how the 
college could be run more effectively. 
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"I really do enjoy that session. It's good communi
cation," Dr. Bass stated. 

Sessions like these have helped initiate changes in 
the math department programs. Since the beginning of 
the spring semester more lecture classes are being offered 
to students. Also, more computer-aided instruction for 
remedial math classes has been added and more tapes are 
now available in the library. It will, however, be at least 
a year before the six new math classrooms will be fin
ished in the Technical Education Building, Dr. Bass stat
ed 

Also, these talk sessions have helped better the food 
service in the cafeteria. 

Dr. Bass predicts topics such as early registration 

and bookstore lines will be discussed at this meeting. 
"Dr. Johnston has proposed a telephone registration, but 
that won't be installed until the spring," the dean said. 

Dr. Bass invited students to attend the meeting and 
commented on the high quality of material discussed. He 
was disappointed by past low attendance, however. "I'm 
interested in real problems that affect the students." 

All suggestions of how to better the school and its 
potential to educate students are welcome and will be dis
cussed. Dr. Bass said the suggestions are recorded, then 
organized and distributed to the college staff. 

Students don't need to wait until the meeting to dis
cuss problems, however. "My door is always open," Dr. 
Bass stated. 

COM Campus Police arrest crime 
By OLIVER BARTLETT 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Campus Police have 
had much success in cutting crime. They report an over
all decrease in campus crime over the last four years. Im
proved security measures have lead to decreases in auto 
thefts, robberies and weapons possessions, according tQ 
COM Campus Police statistics. 

Over the past few months COM Campus Police 
have made improvements in their ability to protect and 
serve. Over the summer they added a bicycle patrol, 
which cut costs and enabled the officers to move around 
more freely, said COM Campus Police officer Willie 
Huerta. At present they are in the process of hiring one 
more officer. This will allow for a more comfortable ro
tation in scheduling and will put an extra person in the 
more crime-prone hours of the evening. 

The most noticeable change on campus has been in . 
auto theft. According to police records only one theft 
was reported last year, down from six the year before. 

Police also recovered a stolen yehicle and held the sus
pects until Houston police arrived. 

Decreases in robberies and weapons possessions 
have also been cited. These crimes were practically elim
inated this past year after a total of four over the previ-
ous two years. · 

The most common crime committed on campus was 
personal theft. There were 58 thefts last year, up from 48 
the previous year, according to police records. Police are 
generally unable to prevent thefts because most take 
place inside classrooms. Thefts are of personal items, 
such as backpacks, purses and wallets. 

All campus crimes can be prevented through person
al awareness of the people around you and of your per
sonal items, police suggest. They also stress that you 
not leave your valuables unattended or open to public 
view. 

These and other crime prevention tips are available 
at the COM Campus Police Office in the Administration 
Building, in a pamphlet c·alled Tips For Personal Safety. 



Meet '92 presidential candidates 
Find out where Bush and Clinton stand on the issues 
By JENNIFER CANSLER 
Staff Reporter 

Lately, it seems that the presidential hopefuls have 
been too busy name-calling to talce a stand about any is-
sue. . 

As of yet, President Bush's comments on Gov. Bill 
Clinton, and Clinton's comments about Bush have not 
given the American people enough information to vote 
responsibly. With an economy that is struggling, this 
country needs to elect a leader on the basis of his 
thoughts and views - nothing else. According to an ar
ticle printed in the Aug. 31 edition of U. S. News and 
World Report, here is how each candidate intends to 
mend the nation. 

President Bush opposes abortion except in cases in
volving rape or incest. He favors a constitutional amend
ment that overturns Roe vs. Wade. Clinton, however 
backs abortion, as_long as the woman is over 18 years of 
age. 

In the evergrowing issue of gay rights, Bush lends 
his support to the ban on homosexuals in the military. 

He has been known to oppose bills that guarantee spe- , 
cial rights for gays. Clinton wants to overturn the Penta
gon ban involving homosexuals. He has, repeatedly, 
openly appealed for support from homosexual groups. 

Bush opposes the Brady Bill, which would create a 
national waiting period for handgun purchases. He does, 
however, support better record keeping to improve 
screening of people who are trying to buy handguns. 
Clinton backs the Brady Bill and also backs the bans on 
assault weapon sales. 

Bush and Clinton both favor capital punishment. 
Bush is lending his support to ·the expanded use of the 
death penalty for federal crimes. Clinton, as governor of 
Arkansas, has allowed three executions. 

In terms of education, Bush advocates a voucher sys
tem that would allow parents to chose between public or 
private schooling. He also supports grants to schools 
which are trying innovative approaches. Clinton stresses 
vocational training for high school students who are not 
college-bound. He has proposed a new loan program that 
would allow all students to borrow money to pay for 
college, regardless of their family's income. His idea is 
that in order to pay back what is owed on the loans, stu
dents would be allowed to use their income or participate 
in a national service project. 

When it comes to energy and environment, Bush en-

courages the oil and gas industry by lowering taxes on 
the producers and allowing drilling in the Alaskan Na
tional Wildlife Refuge. He favors the use of alternative 
fuels. Clinton intends to raise auto efficiency standards 
to 45 miles per gallon. He wants to reduce nuclear 
spending and to expand research on renewable energy 
sources. 

In response to the issue of welfare, Bush supports 
tax breaks for businesses investing in underdeveloped 
neighborhoods. He feels welfare recipients should work 
or receive job training in return for benefits. Clinton 
proposes that community-based banks provide loans to 
the neighborhoods. He intends to expand funds for educa
tion and training, but claims that he would end benefits 
after two years. 

Bush opposes national health insurance. He also op
poses the plan to give employers a choice between pro
viding health benefits or paying into a fund for the unin
sured. He does, however, favor tax incentives to help 
low- and middle-income families buy the hsic benefits 
themselves. Clinton promises to announce a national 
health-care proposal that would eventually provide 100 
percent coverage. He also favors cracking down on insu
rance and drug industries to contain rising costs. 

As a result of America's war on crime, Bush has 
proposed making it easier to admit evidence in a criminal 
trial. He has increased drug-war spending by 97 percent 
Clinton wants to put new police officers on the streets, 
and he emphasizes community policing. Clinton also 
has a plan that would create boot camps for first-time of
fenders to instill discipline. 

In deciding what is to be done about the deficit, 
Bush favors a constitutional amendment requiring a bal
anced budget He opposes tax increases. Clinton, on the 
other hand, advocates deep defense cuts and intends to 
raise revenues through higher taxes on the wealthy and 
foreign corporations. He opposes a budget amendment 

In regard to military spending Bush proposes a 
$50.4 billion cut over six years and a 25 percent1force re
duction. C1inton supports a $100"billion cut over the 
next six years. 

Bush emphasizes tax cuts as the key to economic 
growth. He supports a temporary tax credit for first-time 
home buyers and higher tax exemptions for children. 
Clinton would raise taxes on the wealthy and lower them 
for the middle class. He focuses on job training and cul
tivating skills as essential to the growth of the country. 
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Community colleges 
benefit to everyone 

Jeff Kennedy 

Before the 1 %Os, if you wanted to attend college 
you went to a major university. Tuition was expensive. 
Lower income families and individuals with long work 
schedules found it difficult to find a school that could 
meet their needs. 

In the late 1960s, however, community colleges 
started sprouting up around the country. The need was 
there. This new garden of colleges provided higher educa
tion at. a reasonable price to a new group of people who, 
for one reason or anot::a, could not attend a major uni
versity. 

I, for one, fall into this category. Working 12 hours 
a day in a rotating shift, my schedule is not tailored to
ward attending school. Without the convenience of a 
community college, a formal education would be unat
tainable to me. 

Community colleges not only offer convenience in 
location, but they also provide education at a reasonable 
cost A major university can be twice as expensive and 
students like myself who are ineligible for financial as
sistance are definitely bottom-line students. 

Junior colleges benefit the entire community by 
supplying facilities and various functions that can be en
joyed by everyone. From sports to the arts, students and 
their families and friends have a plethoric amount of ac
tivities to fill their spare time. 

Junior colleges also are responsible for bringing 
continuing education classes to people outside the city. 
How many people in this area would enroll in these 
types of classes if they had to drive to the University of 
Houston or Rice University to attend? 

Community colleges have brought convenient and 
inexpensive education to the masses without sacrificing 
quality. They are to education what videos are to the film 
industry. 

Their accessibility has produced a better informed 
and better educated society. Community colleges make 
the whole world more smart Their ain't no doubt in my 
mind. 
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Features 

Amy Warren as Emily and Richard Kremmer as her father, Mr. Webb, share a special moment during the 
production of Our Town now playing at the COM Arena Theatre through Oct. 18. For reservations or ticket 
information call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 345. {Photo courtesy of' COM Arena Theatre) 

Our Town magnificantly performed 
By KIM MITCHELL 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland Arena Theatre opened its 
1992-1993 season with an excellent performance of 
Thorton Wilder's Our Town. The play runs weekends 
through Oct 18. 

Don Streeter as the stage manager, narrates the story 
and gives the audience transitions into each time period. 
He helps weave the pieces of the play together smooth
ly. Scott Symes and Amy Warren, who play the story's 
central characters George Gibbs and Emily Webb, give 
exceptional performances, and seem to be really having 
fun and enjoying their parts. Richard Kremmer and Phyl
lis Dorflinger as Mr. and Mrs. Webb and Steve Cowan, 
and Faye Woodworth as Mr. and Mrs. Gibbs all give su
perb portrayals of their characters. 

Our Town shows how simple life was back in 
1901. In the town everyone knows everyone else. After 
graduation, the children marry someone from the town 

and settle there. They make a life for themselves and 
when they die, are buried next to their parents who had 
most likely had the same life. 

This story is about two teenagers, George and Emi
ly, who fall in love and marry. After a few years of mar
riage, Emily dies in childbirth. Then the play takes a 
more spiritual side by having Emily watch her own fu. 
neral. She is buried beside her mother-in-law, who died 
several years earlier. Mrs. Gibbs tries to talk Emily out 
of going back to revisit a day in her life, but Emily in
sists only to be hurt by the memories of her past. The 
play ends with a grief-stricken George kneeling at his 
wife's grave. 

Executive Director Jack Westin who directs the play 
ranks 01fr Town as the No. 1 play by an American au
thor, according to an interview in Front Row the Arena 
Theatre's newspaper. 

Our Town, with its 22 cast members, is an excel
lent play. It gives a real life account of small town life. 

\ 

Beauty and the Beast at COM Oct. 16, 17 
By AMY TAFT 
Staff Reporter 

The Student Activities Board will present a free 
showing of Walt Disney's cartoon rendition of Beauty 
and the Beast Oct. 16 and 17 in the Learning Resource 
Center Auditorium, L-131 at 7 p.m. 

Beauty and the Beast, which Walt Disney Studios 
released last November, is~ masterpiece both young and 
old moviegoers can enjoy. The film brings to life the 
classic story of the cruel, hideous Beast {Robby Benson), 
who must learn to love, and of the young girl, romantic 
and independent Belle (Paige O'Hara), who must learn to 
look beyond appearances. 

The film combines a story of self-sacrifice and true 
love with a cast of warm characters and delightful musi
cal routines. 

The film centers around the·, life of the heroine, 
Belle, who lives with her inventor father, Maurice {Rex 
Everhart), in a small, 18th-century French town. Gaston 
{Richard White) tries to win Belle's affections with his 
bulging muscles and good looks. 

. . ; . ~'~.· .--·"-,i•1' ,\.J?' 

As Maurice travels to a fair to demonstrate his latest 
invention, he loses his horse and his way in a dark forest 
during a thunderstorm. Hoping to find shelter, he seeks 
refuge in the Beast's enchanted castle. Belle fears for her 
father's life and searches for him only to find that the 
Beast has imprisoned him. Out of love, she takes Mau
rice's pla~. 

As a permanent resident, Belle befriends the Beast's 
enchanted staff made up of a mantel clock named Cog
sworth (David Ogden Stiers), a candelabra named Lu
miere (Jerry Orbach) and a teapot named Mrs. Potts (An
gela Landsbury). After making new friends, Belle finds 
life with the Beast bearable. . 

Throughout the film, Gaston tries to win the heart 
of Belle to no avail. His final attempt to destroy the 
Beast erupts into a climactic battle between the town and 
the enchanted staff. The final scene of battle proves Gas
ton is truly a beast and the Beast is truly kind. 

While Belle's and the Beast's courtship and their ef
forts to learn to live and love one another will appeal to 
adults, the song and dance routines will entettain chil
dren. Beauty and the Beast is a must see for all ages. 

,; ... ,;, ~ \. . ·~ ~ . .. . , , -, . . 

COM theater offers 
entertaining season 
By AMY TAFT 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre has 
lined up a wide variety of plays and theatrical entertain
ment for the 1992-93 season. 

The theater season opened with a presentation of 
Thornton Wilder's Our Town Sept. 24. The show runs 
through Oct 18. 

Our Town is a three-act play which presents the 
events of a typical, small American town - Grover's 
Comer, N. H.- from 1901 to 1913. Much of the play 
centers on two families in the town, the Webb family 
and the Gibbs family. The play focuses on such aspects 
of life as the day-to-day routine, love and marriage, and 
death. 

Although Nunsense, a musical comedy, is not a part 
of the regular theater season, the COM Arena Theatre 
will present shows Nov. 12 through 22 with a break for 
Thanksgiving. It resumes Dec. 3 through 13. The come
dy opens with 52 nuns dying from eating bad soup. 
Since the convent has only enough money to bury 48 
nuns, it must put orr a show filled with songs, dialogue 
and tap dancing to come up with the rest of the money. 

After the holidays, the COM Arena Theatre will 

present Arthur Miller's Pulitzer-prize winning drama, A 
View From the Bridge, beginning Jan. 21. The play re
volves around the life of Eddie Carbone whose desperate 
love for his niece, Catherine, leads to his downfall. Co
incidentally, the closing date for A View From the 
Bridge is Feb. 14. 

Starting March 11, the COM Arena Theatre offers 
William Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream. 
The play centers on the events prior to the wedding of 
the Duke of Athens and the Queen of the Amazons. The 
wedding draws an assortment of characters including a 
troupe of rustic artisans as well as fairies and sprites 
from India to a nearby wood. Two pairs of Athenian lov
ers add to the chaos of the anticipation of the wedding. 
With the woods teeming with people, the stage is set for 
the fairies and sprites to cast their spells of love ~ith a 
magical flower. The fairies and sprites, however, do 
more harm than good. The final show of A Midsummer 
Night's Dream is April 4. 

On May 20 the theater presents Neil Simon's play, 
Rumors. Since Rumors is a brand new Broadway show, 
little information is available. The play does, however, 
promise to be hihµious. The final show of Rumors is 
June 13. 

The summer musical is Guys and Dolls. based on 
several of Damon Runyon's short stories. The comedy 
runs from July 8 through Aug. 8. The show opens with 
floating-crap game operator, Nathan Detroit, in desperate 
need or. money. Nathan's problems escalate when Sky 
Masterson, a big gambler, comes to New York. Rather 
than admit his money problems, Nathan bets Sky he 
cai1not win the heart of any randomly chosen woman. 
Sky, who boasts he can have any woman he wants, nat
urally accepts the challenge to woo Sister Sarah of the 
Salvation Army. The play takes on a comical twist as 
their "love interests" change both Nathan and Sky. 

Anyone in the community is welcome to audition 
for COM presentations. For more information concern
ing auditions of upcoming plays look for notices in lo
cal newspapers for days and times or call (409) 938-1211 
or (713) 280-3991, Ext 348. 

Show days and times are Thursday through Saturday 
at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 2:30 p.m. To reserve tickets call 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, ExL 345. · . , 
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Workshops ensure 
preservation of Bay 
Galveston Bay Studies ·help 
by teaching ecology to public 
By ALICE RUSSELL 
Staff Reporter 

Imagine: a dolphin so close you can make eye con
tact, or hundreds of white ibis exploding into the sky, or 
pulling up a fishing net filled with wriggling bay crea
tures. These experiences are a part of the workshops of
fered in the Galveston Bay Foundation's Galveston Bay 
Studies fall 1992 schedule. 

The GBS schedule released last August is a compen
dium of bay-related activities and workshops offered by 
area groups, institutions and the foundation. It is just 
one part of the foundation's education program begun by 
Dr. Don Bass, dean of Instruction and Student Develop
ment at College of the Mainland 

When the foundation was formed four years ago, ed
ucation, advocacy, research and conservation were idenl;i
fied as the means to preserve and enhance the bay for its 
multiple uses. 

The foundation asked for educational input and Dr. 
Bass answered the call. He presented a proposal for an ed-

ucational program and agreed to chajr the foundation's 
education committee. Dr. Bass has been instrumrntal in 
developing and implementing the program. 

The well-being of the bay is essential to communi
ties around it, Dr. Bass explained. People need to know 
about issues like the effects of dredging the ship channel; 
how the seafood industry i~ impacted by closure of sea
son.s m:'d areas due to contamination; what discharge of 
toxics mto the bay means to recreation and tourism; and 
many other threats facing the bay. 

Non-point source pollution, one of the largest 
threats to the bay, comes in small amounts from inno
cent places. Everyday activities like a little too much 
lawn fertilizer, careless use of pesticides, improper dispo
sal of household chemicals and used motor oil dumped 
into the storm drain add up to a big problem. 

The GBF education program gives people the infor
mation they need to make informed decisions. 

Most activities are held on or around the bay. Sever
al workshops include boat excursions on the founda
tion's vessel, Bay Ranger. 

Offerings include an Oil Spill Control School where 
you can learn the techniques used by professionals, a 
tour of the Exxon Baytown Refinery, a canoe trip into 
the largest cypress swamp on the Texas coast, a seafood 
industry tour, and a variety of other field trips and hands
on classes. 

One technique used in the education program is to 
multiply the effect by teaching teachers. Several of the 
workshops are Advanced Academic Training certified. 
Teachers can earn six hours AA T credit through College 
of the Mainland. 

The first issue of GBS in 1989 listed 17 workshops, 
with three of them sponSQred by the foundation. In three 
years, the publication has more than doubled in si:re and 
now includes 30 workshops, 12 of which are sponsored 
by the foundation. 

The GBS schedule is published twice a year. It is 
distributed to GBF members, school teachers, communi
ty colleges, at festivals, bait shops and through other 
groups. 

The foundation also provides education through a 
quarterly newsletter, speakers bureau, informational 
meetings, educational exhibits at festivals and shows, 
and is developing a visiting "Bay Buddies" program for 
elementary and high school classrooms. 

For more information or to request a copy of the 
schedule, call the Galveston Bay Foundation at (713) 
332-3381. 
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From left, Robert Hough, Galveston Daily News reporter, Jerry Anderson, director of COM Non-print Media 
Services, Larry Smith, COM history instructor, and Dale Dimitri, Texas City Sun reporter and f-0rmer InterCOM 
editor, look at art works exhibited in the COM Art Gallery while waiting for William Greider's reception to begin 
Sept. 21. Greider, the national editor of Rolling Stone magazine, spoke on "The Betrayal of American Democracy." 

· (Photo by James Mullins) 

9 employees celebrate 25 years 
By JEFF KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland opened its doors for its first 
semester 25 years ago, and nine present employees began 
their careers at COM that same day. 

COM's dean oflnstruction and Student Services, Dr. 
Don Bass, was one of those employees. "I came here as 
an English teacher in 1967 ," Dr. Bass said. "I taught 
English, reading and speech." 

Along with Dr. Bass, faculty members Michael 
Bordelon, Dr. Carolyn Hartnett, Larry Smith, George 
Thomas and Dr. Manuel Urbina; Division of Business 
chairwoman, Dr. Dorothy E. McNutt; senior secretary, 
Dorothy Cathcart; and director of Continuing Education, 
Robert Shinn qualify as COM lifers. 

Using the old Booker T. Washington High School 
on Second Avenue South in Texas City, the college 
opened Sept. 14, 1967, with 414 students attending. 

"We also used Barbours Chapel across the street, 
(from Washington High School)," Dr. Bass said. 

"The community colleges were (being set up) all 
over the country ... ," history instructor Larry Smith ex
plained. "It had a real democratizing effect on education, 
and it made education accessible to millions of people 
who otherwise would have had no opportunity to go to 
school." 

CO M's original staff reflected a diverse spectrum of 
people and opinions, according to -Smith. Some of the 
founders of the college including the first president, Her
bert Stallworth, and the first dean, Fred Taylor, "wanted 
a cosmopolitan staff, in other words they wanted a diver
sity," Smith said. "They believed in academic freedom 
and they wanted students to be exposed to all different 
points of view." 

COM opened its doors 25 years ago and nine em
ployees walked in and stayed. As Smith put it, they 
"came over on the educational Mayflower." 

COM's catalog doubles: '67-68 vs.'92-93 
By JENNIFER CANSLER 
Staff Reporter 

COM is celebrating its 25th anniversary this 
month, and a comparison of the 1967-68 catalog with 
the 1992-93 catalog reveals several interesting changes. 

During the first registration in the fall of 1967·, the 
tuition for three or fewer hours cost a resident $15, a 
non-resident $18 and ar. out-of-state student $52. People 
interested in taking 10 or more hours paid a maximum 
charge of $50, $60 or $200 according to their residency. 
Today the minimum charge for registration is $48 for in
district residents, $102 for out-of-district residents and 
$200 for out-of-state students. Now there is no limit to 
the amount a student has to pay at registration. 

The administration at COM has been responsible for 
keeping the tuition from no more than doubling in the 
last 25 years, said Mary Danaczko, director of Commu
nication Services. However, Danaczko1explained that 
there has been a tuition increase since the 1992-93 cata
log was printed. 

The number of classes the college offers has in
creased greatly. In 1967 COM listed 125 courses in the 
initial catalog. Now 471 courses are listed in the cata
log. 

11\e degrees offered during COM's first year were 
made for students who planned to continue at a four year 
university. Out of the 11 degrees a student could obtain, 

most were of a medical nature. Now COM offers techni
cal training, many certificates, Continuing Education 
programs, associate degrees as well as preparation for 
four-year schools. 

Anyone interested in browsing through the catalogs 
should stop by Danaczko's office in the Administration 
Building. The Admissions Office has the 1967 catalog. 

--------""' • ,. -.. .. .. 
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COM's 1967-68 catalog is I~ than one-half the size of 
the 1992-93 25th anniversary catalog. In the 1967-68 
catalog 125 courses were li'ited, while the present-day 
catalog lists 471. (Photo by J~mes Mullins) 
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Sports and Recreation 
GCIC Sports Day 
tops list off all events 
By JEFF KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

The Gulf Coast Intercollegiate College Sports Day 
competition highlights a variety of events being promot
ed by the Student Activities Board and College of the 
Mainland's recreation department during the month of 
October. 

Scheduled for Oct 28 and hosted by Houston Com
munity College>, Sports Day will feature softball, tennis . ' 
volleyball, racquetball and bowling, and may also in-
clude ping pong, 8-ball and 3-on-3 basketball. Most of 
the events will be held on HCC's campus and is open to 
all credit students from the conference colleges (Alvin 
Community College, Brazosport College, COM, 
Galveston College, HCC, Lee College, North Harris 
Montgomery Community College, San Jacinto College 
and Wharton County Junior College). 

"It's up to the host school whether they will have 8-
ball, ping pong and 3-on-3 basketball," said Maryann 
Urick, COM's Recreational Programs coordinator. 

SAB and COM's recreation department have sched
uled some tournaments to help find representatives for 
COM at Sports Day. A 3-on-3 basketball tournament is 
scheduled for Oct. 14 followed by a racquetball tourna
ment the next day. Both tournaments are free and open to 
employees as well as students. 

October also features a foot reflexology workshop 
on the 19th and 26th, a volleyball league that began on 
Sept. 24 and a step aerobics hour which starts on Thurs
day the 20th. The aerobics class will meet every Tues
day and Thursday through Nov. 12. 

The volleyball league is free, the foot reflexology 
workshop is $8 per person for both sessions and the step 
aerobics class is $24 per person. 

"The volleyball league will run somewhere between 
six to eight weeks," Urick said. "Anyone can come at 
any time and get involved in the Thursday night league." 

For more information on event deadlines and times, 
contact Maryann Urick or Ken Barber, sports chairman 
of SAB, at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 418. 

Moonlight Madne~s walk 
higb.!igh~~ value of 11~,ae~s .... 
. . '.~ ~. . ~· 
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Participants at COM's Student/Employee Picnic held Sept.10 at Jack Brooks Park play volleyball. Softball, football, 
bingo and other games also were played. Hot dogs, chips, drinks and dessert were all provided free of charge by the 
SAB. (Photo by James MuJlins) 

Dogtrack opening to mar~ new era 
By THURMAN ALDRIDGE 
Staff Reporter 

Two minutes, two minutes to post. "Come on, 
come on. Hurry up, buddy." One minute. One minute to 
post. "What's this guy trying to do, buy every combo in 
the book?" Here comes Lil Swifty and they're off! 

You just placed your pick-six bet in the nick of 
time before the electronic tote machine locked out the 
fifth race. A smile now covers your face which just a 
second ago was-the perfect picture of panic. You know 

the mental energy you exhausted while studying the per
formance sheets is going to pay off and pay off big to
night. The very thought of owning a $100,000 ticket 
has your adrenalin flowing like never before, and you al
most feel yourself become the dog you picked in the 
fifth as he charges ahead of the pack and wins the race 
going away. You were right in choosing the late-speed 
dog in post position No. 8. Now you have one number 
working with five to go, but you know with confidence 
it's your lucky day! 

Welcome to the sport of queens. This is the title af
fectionately given to greyhound racing in honor of 
Queen Elizabeth I. She, by all accounts, refined the rules 
of coursing as it was called in those days, and she was 
one of the sport's biggest and most popular supporters. 

Although dog racing has been around for more than 
5,000 years, having its origin in Egypt, where once the 
dogs were used to hunt gazelles, in recent years the sport 
has grown by leaps and bounds. It has gone high-tech 
and has become a multi-million dollar industry with glo
bal popularity. 

To be sure, it has its detractors who for the most 
part are concerned with training methods like the use of 
live lures (rabbits), the care and treatment of the dogs af
ter they retire and the moral issues regarding gambling. 
Nevertheless, a day at the races can be an enjoyable ex
perience even if you don't indulge in the pari-mutuel wa
gering. It also can present the possibility of being a bore 
or utterly devastating. . 

However, for the public that finds it interesting, 
check your calendar and circle the date Nov~I0 because 
that is the day when dignitaries, luminaries, fat cats, jet
setters and just plain folk will come from near and far to 
witness and participate in a mega-media event perhaps to 
be rivaled in recent years only by the opening of the ,cµ
trodome. 

On Nov. 10, for better or worse, depending on one's 

point of view, a new social order will emerge, prevail 
and affect the lives of unknown thousands for many 
years to come. For on that day the world's largest and 
most modern facility, dedicated to the proposition of 
greyhound racing will open its portals to a public hun
gry for the taste of tote tickets, hungry for the kind of 
action that allows them to scream their heads off for the 
dogs of their choice. It will open to a public, not only 
willing to risk their mortgage payments, but also will
ing to get stuck in a traffic gridlock from Galveston Bay 
all the way to Peach Creek. 

On Nov.IO the Gulf Greyhound Park will put the 
so-called bedroom community of La Marque on the map 
of big-time world attractions. Its address is only 30 
miles south of Houston, 15 miles north of Galveston 
and about a block or so west of Interstate 45 at Exit 15. 

The magnificent building, which reminds one of a 
castle, a fortress, or a monolith, will have a seating ca
pacity of 8,500 and a total capacity of more than 16,000, 
almost the population of La Marque. One of the restau-

rants inside the building will be the largest in Texas as it 
can comfortably seat 1,900 patrons. Seven hundred color 
closed-circuit televisions for viewing the races and other 
events will be located throughout the park. 

On Nov. 10 at the Gulf Greyhound Park, people of 
many persuasions are sure to drop their prejudices at 
least momentarily, as they line up at the more than 300 
teller windows to place their bets approximately every 
12 to 15 minutes. 

On Nov. 10 new words and phrases will be added to 
the local language, but soon terms like quiniela (picking 
the first two dogs in either order) exacta (picking the first 
two dogs in exact order) and trifecta (picking the first 
three dogs in exact order) will become as common as 
mosquitoes. Likewise for phrases such as "Give me a $2 
ticket to' show on No. 2" and "That good for nothin' 
mutt couldn't catch his own tail if his life depended on 
it. II 

On Nov. 10 at 7:30 p.m., you can bet 'em big, bet 
'em small or don't bet 'em at all. You can dress up, dress 
down or don't even come around. But for the chance to 
be the first pick-six ticket winner in the history of Gulf 
Greyhound Park, come rain or come shine, I wouldn't 
miss it for all the rabbits in Wales! Only one question 
now remains: Will the park be big enough? I suggest 
you practice your bows and curtsies. Hope to see you 
there. · 
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SAB lures new members with pizza, soft drinks 
By DAVID DOAK 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities 
Board held an orientation meeting Sept. 18. The lure for 
new members was free pizza as well as several two liter 
bottles of various soft drinks. 

SAB President Heidi Kulick and SAB Sponsor Mar
yann Urick discussed the bylaws, activities and various 
programs that will be going on this fall. 

The SAB plans, develops and conducts educational, 
recreational, social, cultural and entertainment programs. 
The Welcome Back Kick-Off held Sept. 15 was orga
nized by the SAB. The board decides how student fees are 
to be spent and helps students develop skills in organiza
tion and leadership. It also provides experience which can 
be beneficial on a resume. 

Officers are elected by a majority vote of participat
ing members. To be eligible to vote a student must have 
attended two previous SAB meetings. The officers, in ad
dition to Kulick, are Andy D'Albergo, vice president; 
Robert Padilla, secretary; Tony1;1 Newell, historian; An
drea Medellin, treasurer; Susan Roberts, speakers chair
woman; Mark Potter, parliamentarian; Ken Barber, Stu
dent Advisory Council representative and also sports 
chairman. 

Each year the SAB awards five scholarships. The 
scholarships go to the five most-involved SAB mem
bers. The two with the most time devoted to SAB events 
will each receive scholarships worth $200. Three other 
members with the next highest number of hours devoted 
to SAB receive $100 scholarships. 

Time keeping began at the September orientation 
meeting. Members must have a minimum of 30 hours 
planning events and/or working at SAB events to be eli
gible for the scholarships. 

Officers play an important part in the SAB. The 
president presides over all meetings and keeps the board 

and the sponsor informed of all pertinent issues and ac-

New Student Activities members play a game blindfolded to see how well they can work together. Each student was 
given a number and while blindfolded bad to get into numerical order with the others without speaking. The SAB 
served pizza and soft drinks to lure new members to the orientation meeting held Sept. 18. The SAB meets every 
Tuesday from 12:30 to 1:20 p.m. in the gym. New members are always welcome. (Photo by James Mullins) 

tivities. 
The vice president assists the president and per

forms the duties in the president's absence. The secretary 
is in charge of keeping accurate records of all board meet
ings while the historian keeps the SAB scrapbook and 
journal. 

The treasurer keeps the board and sponsor informed 
of financial standings and collects financial reports from 
the chairman of each event The speakers chairwoman fo
cuses on coordinating the speakers programs for the cam
pus and presents names of possible speakers to the board 

for a vote. 

The parlimentarian keeps meetings running in an or
derly fashion. Two other SAB posts are sports chairman 
and _the Student Advisory Council representative. The 
sports chairperson communicates all information about 
sports activities, while the SAC representative keeps 
track of the activites and programs the SAB has sched
uled 

For more information contact Maryann Urick at 
(409) 938-1211, or (713) 280- 3991, Ext 418. 

C OM Outdoor Club sponsors Thanksgiving canoe trip 
By AMY TAFT 
Staff Reporter 

What do the Rio Grande, Boquillas Canyon and Big 
Bend National Park all have in common? Besides being 
epitomes of untainted nature, they are the next challeng
es for the Outdoor Adventure Program at College of the 
Mainland. The OAP, which is affiliated with COM's 
Outdoor Club, plans to travel to West Texas Nov. 25 for 
its third and final outdoor camping trip this fall. Past 
trips this year have included camping on the Nueces Riv
er and backpacking at Enchanted Rock State Natural 
Area. 

The OAP offers three camping trips for the fall se-

mester. All are open to students and community citizens 
who are at least 18 years of age. Although OAP encour
ages membership in the Outdoor Club, participants need 
not be members. 

The Outdoor Club will begin making its plans for 
spring trips at the last meeting before this semester ends. 

Unfortunately all positions for the Thanksgiving 
Canoe Trip are already reserved. 

The group of 22 plans to leave at 5 p.m. Wednes
day, Nov. 25, with two school vans and canoe trailers in 
tow. The OAP expects participants to bring es~ential 
supplies needed for primitive camping includipg tents, 
sleeping bags, food and water. Canoes will be provided. 

In addition to supplies, the cost of the trip is $95 

·COM club abounds witli adventure 
By CHRIS PETERS 
Staff Reporter 

For a club that started by accident, the Outdoor 
Club has come a long way. 

"I was teaching a camping and canoeing class in 
'78 when the students wanted to go on a trip to actually 
use what they had learned," said Matyann Urick, College 
of the Mainland coordinator of Recreational Programs. 
Since that time the Outdoor Club has increased in size 
enough to plan a trip, each month. 

"We have a variety of ages and community mem
bers in the group," Urick said. "Right now we have 
roughly 40 or 50 members." 

Anyone is welcome to join the Outdoor Club, but 
it is not necessary to be a member or take a class to par
ticipate in the trips. "The trips are available to anyone 
but it is the first to sign up who get to go." 

Generally 20 to 25 people go on the trips. 
There is always something for everyone to do on 

camping trips. "The group cooperates really well," Urick 
said. On the trips people can group up and do whatever 
they want, whether it be canoeing, spelunking (caving), 
or mountain climbing. 

Urick loves the outdoors and enjoys sharing it 
with others. "It makes me see life more clearly. It's re
warding to expose people to the outdoors." 

Urick said a good thing about the trips is that they 
give people the opportunity to meet other people who 
share their same interests. Then they can plan a trip 
away from the club. 

The Outdoor Club offers a trip every month except 
in December because in December people are too busy 
and the club gets many cancellations, Urick said. 

The Outdoor Club meets on the first Wednesday of 
every ·month at 7 p.m. "We would like to recruit more 
members," Urick emphasized. 

per person which includes transportation, camping fees, 
use of the canoes and three evening meals. 

The group will canoe down the Rio Grande through 
Boquillas Canyon which has no rapids or ~r ~ous 
areas. The ride promises to be picturesque with Boquillas 
Canyon's deep, sheer canyon walls and beautiful r~k 
formations as backdrop. The group may also hike 
through and explore the canyons if time and weather per
mit before returning the evening of Sunday, Nov. 29. 

Anyone interested in future OAP trips should call 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-399, Ext. 417 or Ext. 418. 

' Be sure to reserve places in advance because positions 
fill fast. 
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Entertainment 

Chris Bogott, Speakers Chairwoman Susan Roberts, SAB Sponsor Maryann Urick, SAB President Heidi Kulick and 
Thaddeus Pratt take supplies to set up for the Welcome Back Kickoff held Sept. 15 in the Learning Resource Center 
breezeway. (Photo by James Mullins) 

Columbus stinks, wait for 1492 
By JENNIFER CANSLER . 
Staff Reporter 

Christopher Columbus the Discovery is the first of 
two movies to be released this year in honor of Colum
bus' epic voyage to America. Hopefully, the second one 
will have a little more to offer. 

Columbus is played by the French-born actor 
George Corraface. Corraface is believable as Columbus 
and is suited to the role. The only fault lies in Colum
bus' character not in Corraface's acting. Rachel Ward pro
trays a realistic Queen Isabella, and Tom Selleck is cast 
as King Ferdinand. Though Selleck can entertain mil
lions by changing a diaper as in Three Men· and a Baby, 
as a Spanish king, he leaves a bit to be desired. 

From the beginning, Discovery Director John Glen 
portrays Columbus as a heroic man on a mission to 
bring wealth to any country who will support him. His 
demands in return are what he believes just, and he won't 
back down. One of the opening scenes shows Columbus 
single-handedly fighting off four bad guys. He even tries 
to save the life of a man who is trying to kill him. 
Glen, who also has directed the Roger Moore phase of 
the James Bond movies, turns Columbus into a self
proclaimed hero who eventually woos Queen Isabella's 
support. 

Glen does indeed get the facts (as we know them) 
straight However, he seems to focus on the trivial while 

downplaying the more important aspects of Columbus' 
journey. 

More than half of the movie is dedicated to Colum
bus trying to attain backing for his expedition. Though 
this may have been Glen's attempt at realism, it ends up 
as boring. Glen does almost too good a job of making 
the trip to the Americas seem endless. Oddly enough, 
this trip includes no big storms or ravages by diseases. 
Glen does, however, throw in a knifing or two, and a 
magical sign from the patron saint of sailors. 

Upon landfall, the group is met by natives who 
view the Spaniards as gods. The Indians, as Columbus 
names them, give to the crew an almost child-like trust, 
even as crew members rip the gold adornments off the 
natives' bodies. Also, the Indians don't seem to mind 
when crew members take their women, and they take no 
action when Columbus decides to bring five young Indi
an men back to Spain as actual heathen souls to show 
the queen. 

When Columbus returns to Spain he is received as a 
hero bearing riches. The movie ends with Columbus 
standing on top of a cliff with the wind blowing in his 
hair, looking out over the lands he "discovered." 

Though Glen did not present as piuch of the bland 
schoolbook version of this story as I had expected, this 
movie leaves the watcher with the feeling that much has 
been left out. I strongly recommend that moviegoers 
wait and try their luck with the second Columbus mo
vie. 

Halloween activities abound in area 
BY STEPHANIE KIMBALL 
Staff Reporter 

Halloween: the night of ghosts, goblins and things 
that go bump in the night. Whether you want to go 
trick-or-treating, enter a costume contest, run through a 
hair-raising haunted house, or lose your lunch on a 
death-defying rollercoaster, the Galveston County and 
Houston areas have all this and more in store for you. 

Although College of the Mainland has traditionally 
spoesored Halloween activities, it will be unable to do 
so this year due to the 25th anniversary celebration Oct. 
25. But have no fear, for there are many other events to 
keep you occupied this spooky season. 

The Galvez Mall in Galveston is holding a Hallo
ween extravaganza for all ages on Friday, Oct. 30, and 

Saturday, Oct. 31. As a safer alternative to door-to-door 
trick-or-treating, the mall features store-to-store goody 
getting. On Saturday around 3 or 4 p.m., the mall will 
have a costume contest with many prizes for children 
from infancy to age 12. 

Also in Galveston, St. Patrick's Church will hold a 
Halloween Carnival from 6 to 9:30 p.m. on Oct 31. 
The address is 3420 Avenue K. 

Plans are still underway for Texas City's Halloween 
Carnival to be held at the Nessler Center Parking lot. 
The carnival, set for Saturday, Oct. 3, will begin around 
3 or 4 p.m. and end at sundown. 

For the strong of heart, Astroworld is offering its 
usual fare of Fright Nights, starting Oct. 9 and continu
ing through Nov. 1, weekends only. 

Whatever you choose to do this Halloween, please 
exercise caution and have a safe and thrilling weekend. 

'No More Tours'; 
Osbourne to retire 
By KIM MITCHELL 
Assistant Editor 
and JAMES MULLINS 
Photography Editor 

"All aboard, ha, ha, ha, ha!" says rock star Ozzy Os
bourne in "Crazy Train," a cut from the Diary of a M"4-
man album. All aboard the retirement train. Yes, the 
controversial bat-eating John "Ozzy" Osbourne is retir
ing. No more touring for him, but this doesn't exactly 
mean no more albums. 

Osbourne and his band, including Zakk Wylde on 
guitar, Mike Inez on bass and Randy Castillo on drums, 
are making their last rounds on the concert scene. Os
bourne performed his "No More Tours" concert to more 
than 25,000 screaming fans Sept. 23, in the Houston 
Summit. The song list included the opener "Paranoid," 
"Mama, I'm Coming Home," "Shot in the Dark," and 
"Mr. Crowley." 

During most of the show, Osbourne helped cool off 
the people in the front rows by dousing them with buck
ets of water. Osbourne, now drug- and alcohol-free, was 
able to keep up a high energy level during the whole 
show, which lasted more than an hour and 45 minutes. 

During the concert Ozzy told the crowd that the cra
ziest person would get to go backstage with the band. 
This prompted such things as girls stripping and throw
ing their clothes at Ozzy, and stage diving. No one was 
announced as the craziest, but many stage divers were es
corted out of the Summit. 

The show was wild and the stage performance was 
good, but the overall show wasn't as good as his past 
performances. Surprisingly though, there weren't any py
rotechnics as in the past. The only thing they relied on 
for effects were the big screens on stage behind the band 
and on each side of the stage. 

Osbourne closed the show with "Goodbye to Ro
mance" which was fitting for the occasion, but he soon 
returned for an encore which included "Crazy Train." As 
he began to walk off stage, Osbourne swore he'd be back 
in concert soon. 

The legendary artist who has been in the business 
for 23 years was born in Birmingham, England, and once 
had different plans for his life. "I once wanted to be a 
plumber," he said, ''but my dad told me lwould either do 
something special or end up in jail." 

As a young man, Ozzy was in a newly formed rock 
band called Earth. The band was not doing well, but was 
on tour in England. While there, they went to a film fes
tival and saw a Boris Karloff film called Black Sabbath. 
From that came the band's name Black Sabbath. 

Black Sabbath's original members included: Bill 
Ward on drums, Geezer Butler on bass, Toni lommi on 
guitar and Ozzy doing vocals. 

In 1979 Ward, Osbourne's best friend in the band, 
was told by lommi he had to fire Osbourne. Even 
though Ward felt bad about it, he followed through. 
"Everyone was scared of Toni and did e~ctly what he 
said," stated Ozzy. "Every time someone went on a holi
day, lommi wanted to kick them out of the band." Os
bourne gave this fact as a reason for leaving Black Sab
bath. 

In 1981, Osbourne rounded out his band lineup with 
Randy Rhodes on guitar, Rudy Sarzo on bass and Tom
my Aldridge on drums, and released his first solo project, 
Diary of a Madman. The album produced such hits as 
"Crazy Train" and "Goodbye to Romance." 

Since then, Osbourne has released five more solo al
bums and brought two unknown guitarists to the spot
light. 

Even ' though Osbourne said this is his last tour, 
only time will tell if the Madman of Rock 'N' Roll will 
ever retire. 



COM Art Gallery 
Fall '92exhibitopen 
By JAMES MULLINS 
Photography Editor 

The College of the Mainland Art Gallery opened 
its doors Sept. 24 for the Faculty Invitational Exhibi
tion. The show closes Oct. 25. 

This exhibition includes various styles and media 
for photographs and paintings. ''The nature of this invi
tational guarantees a considerable variety of artwork that 
has been brought together in a single exhibition," said 
Dr. Richard Lizza, director of the COM Art Gallery. 
"COM faculty members, independently of one another, 
make their decision as to which artists will be invited." 

This year's exhibition features the work of three 
area artists and three out-of-state artists. The local artists 
include photographer Keith Carter, and painters Charles 
Mary Kubricht and Ann Trask. The out-of-state artists 
include Richard Callner, painter from Latham, N.Y.; Mi
chael Crespo, painter from Baton Rouge, La., who is the 
art director at Louisiana State University; and Roberta 
Loach, painter from Los Altos, Calif. 

In conjuction with the exhibition, there will be a 
number of informal noon-hour gallery talks, given by 
the artists on the subjects of their works. 

The exhibition and noon-hour talks are open to the 
public and are ~ of charge. The gallery is open be
tween 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through Friday, and 
during the COM theater evening and weekend perfor-
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Dr. Richard Lizza, art gallery director, and artist Charles Mary Kubricht hang one of her pictures for the 1992 
Faculty Invitational Exhibition. The exhibit lasts through Oct. 25. To view the exhibit Monday through Friday, call 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 354. (Photo by James Mullins) 

mances. 
For additional information, call the Fine Arts Of-

fice at the College at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
3991, Ext. 348 or 354. 

83-year-old student masters intricacies of DOS 
Army, said goodbye to California and hello to Pan~a. 
The stories of floating cement slab.s in the Panama Ca
nal that lured him there turned out to be just that - sto
ries. He later transferred to San Francisco where he met 
his wife of 58 years. After his Army stint he and his late 
wife Pauline moved to Texas to be near her family. 

By ALICE RUSSELL 
Staff Reporter 

Computers and senior citizens should mix about as 
well as oil and water. Right? NOT! Brace yourself and 
walk into the Understanding Computers class for seniors 

COM student Lyle E. Messinger, 83, pauses for photo 
in his computer class. (Photo by Alice Russell) 

at College of the Mainland. Yes, it's Grandma and 
Grandpa bathed in the glow of their CRTs hammering 
away at their keyboards. At the head of the clas.s you'll 
find 83-year-old Lyle E. Messinger of La Marque, mas
tering the intricacies of DOS. 

Technology is nothing new to Messinger. As a 
teen-ager, Messinger transformed an oatmeal box wound 
with wrapped wire, a crystal and a rheostat into the mar
vel of the '20s. The crystal radio sets he assembled and 
installed gave him spending money during high school. 

As a young adult, Messinger saw the radio's reign 
fade when television appeared. Messinger chuckled as he 
told about his first experience with TV in 1939. He vis
ited a demonstration in Los Angeles where the receiver 
in a side-show tent picked up a signal from a te~lt behind 
it and displayed the picture on a tiny 4-inch square 
screen. The Messinger' s brought home their first set six 
years later. 

Last month Messinger's son Earnest brought home 
another technological marvel - a home computer. Mes
singer shrugged," I figured as long as it's here, I might 
as well learn to use it," and enrolled in Continuing Edu
cation. 

Games don't hold much appeal to Messinger, except 
maybe Hangman. He admits g~es on the computer are 
easier to play than the ones on Nintendo, but he doesn't 
stand a chance against his great-granddaughter, Amanda, 
4, the Nintendo whiz. 

Messinger is a long-time Texan. At 16 he joined the 

The Messingers settled in Baytown where they 
raised their two sons amidst Messinger's roses. They lat
er built a home in Texas City and in 1961, just before 
Hurricane Carla devastated them, his bushes numbered 
450. Messinger's expression softens and his eyes sparkle 
as he talks about his roses. He and his bush, Blaze, have 
been partners for 44 years. Messinger nurtures Blaze, and 
Blaze rewards him with cascades of medium-sized red 
blooms. 

Just sitting around is not Messinger's style. After 
his retirement from Carbide 18 years ago, he began an 
NC repair company that he operated for 10 years. Mes
singer tried fishing, but it's not on his list as a retire
ment activity. "Not after the last time," he smiled. "I 
was watching several ladies on the bank hauling in the 
fish, looked down at my bait in time to see four fish 
come from each direction, sniff at my bait, turn up their. 
noses and swim away." 

Messinger says he has lots of time since his retire
ment He also has lots of grandchildren, great grandchil
dren and great-great grandchildren to fill it 

And when he sat down at his Tandy PC a whole 
new world opeQed up to him, too. 

Waters' Amused to Death a return to Pink Floyd 
By OLIVER BARTLETT 
Staff Reporter 

This is 1979, or at least I think it is. It sure sounds 
like it, anyway. The voice, sound, style and message of 
Pink Floyd and electrifying guest guitarist Jeff Beck 
makes Roger Waters' new album Amused To Death wor
thy of comparison to a classic Floyd drama. And that's 
exactly what the album is, a drama. 

Much like a movie, this album tells a story from 
beginning to end. There are 14 tracks, but they are all 

part of a much larger picture. Each sound is perfectly 
placed to create the fullest effect. The opening track, 
"The Ballad of Bill Hobard," is a series of sounds and 
background voices that serves as an introduction of cer
tain ideas maintained throughout. These voices and 
sounds are brilliantly used in transition to give each 
song a common thread. In many cases. these background . 
voices come to the forefront to convey a serious mes
sage. 

In "Perfect Sense Part II" the voice of Marv Albert 
(a popular sports commentator) comes forward to call the 
·play-by-play of what sounds like a war. He makes the 

war sound like a football game, which is a perfect state
ment of how the government used the press to sensation
alize its military activities in the Gulf War. The partici
pants even sing a global anthem before the start of the 
game. 

Overall, this is a well-put-together piece of work. 
Each track serves its purpose and drives home its point. 
The level of this epic is at least equal to, if not above, 
that of his previous work with Pink Floyd including The 
Wall. That's saying a great deal when considering the 
legendary status of his former band. 

This is definitely worth the $17 you'll pay for it. 

I ' .·.1_, , ,· r, - -,,,.,; 
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COM instructor named Distinguished Alumnus 
By , DONNA K. MYERS 
Staff Reporter 

What is success? Each person measures it different
ly. Success lies in the eye of the beholder. 

For College of the Mainland alumnus and humani
ties instructor Carolyn Sharer, success means many 
things: The opportunity of attending college; the COM 
faculty encomaging her to continue her education beyond 
COM; and receiving an associate's degree in applied 
science from COM, a bachelor's degree in English, and a 
master's degree in humanities/English from the Universi
ty of Houston-Clear Lake. To make the circle complete, 
Sharer had the honor of receiving the Distinguished 
Alumnus Award presented by the Ex-Students Associa
tion of COM at the May graduation. 

Sharer began attending COM in its second year of 
inception. The college was located at the old Booker T. 
Washington High School in Texas City. When COM 
moved to the new campus she even assisted in the 
move. 

Sharer began college to improve her shorthand and 
typing skills but had no intention of pursuing a degree. 
"My former business instructor, Dr. Dorothy McNutt 
(COM chairwoman of the Division of Business) encour
aged me to strive for higher goals." Because of that en
couragement Sharer decided to pursue a degree at COM. 

Several people at COM influenced Sharer, people 
she admired and wanted to emulate. They caused her to 
expand her own goals. 

One such individual was Dr. Robert Cloud, her for
mer COM health instuctor. "It was his sincerity, his val
ues and the role model he provided that greatly influenced 
me," Sharer explained. "He seemed to really admire the 
students and displayed genuine concern for everyone." 
However, the person who inspired her to become a teach
er, was her first English instructor, Dr. Don Bass, now 
COM dean of Instruction and Student Development. 
"His fairness, the fact that he respected all viewpoints 
and conducted class in a manner that made everyone feel 
they were making a contribution," convinced Sharer that 
teaching should be her goal. 

She began at COM in fall 1968, receiving her asso
ciate's degree in May 1970. She worked while attending 
school taking as many courses as she could, also taking 

Former COM student Steve Remollino pauses for a 
photo before rushing otTto the evening English compo
sition classes he teaches at COM. Remollino, who has 
been a full-time teacher at Dickinson High School for 
four years, also teaches at Galveston College two nights 
a week. He served as an editor for I nterCO Min the early 
'80s. (Photo by James Mullins) 

a number of courses during the summers. She earned her 
bachelor's degree from UHCL in May 1989 and complet
ed her master's degree in December 1990. 

She began working at COM in 1980. 
While at COM Sharer was on the Dean's Highest 

Honors list, a member of Phi Theta Kappa and was se
lected to be in Who's Who of American College Stu
dents. 

She attributes her success in completing her degrees 
to Dr. William T. Spillar, COM chairman of Fine Arts 
and Humanities and Sandra Evans, a COM humanities 
instructor. "Those two people supported me and were 
kind enough to adjust my work schedule making it pos
sible for me to attend classes at the University of Hous
ton-Clear Lake." 

When asked what she felt the highlights of attaining 
her education were, Sharer replied, "Each time I received 
a degree, having all my family present and knowing how 
proud they were of me, and also my own feelings of 
pride." 

Receiving the Distinguished Alumnus Award was 
something Sharer never expected. "I feel extremely hon
ored receiving this award and am thankful to those who 
nominated and voted for me. I also thank God for giving 
me strength to accomplish my goals, thank my husband 
and children for having patience with me while I worked 
toward achieving my goals, and thank those faculty 
members at COM who encouraged me to continue my 
education after leaving COM" 

While being interviewed, Sharer showed the plaque 
she had been awarded. With emotion in her voice she 
read the inscription, "The Ex-Students Association Dis
tinguished Alumnus Award 1992 For Significant Contri
butions to Society and Whose Accomplishments and Ca
reer Have Brought Credit the College of the Mainland." 
The expression on Sharer's face told how honored and 
moved she was by the award. 

Sharer's toughest moments were "trying to balance 
mother, wife, student and not feeling guilty." Did she 
ever feel like giving up? "One time. In the beginning I 
had taken on too many classes, and I felt so over
whelmed." She had been out of school for some time and 
felt inadequate. But she said, "Each time I came back, I 
felt more confident, not so intimidated." 

When asked if she had any advice for someone-just 

COM humanities instructor Carolyn Sharer proudly 
shows otT the Distinguished Alumnus A ward she was 
presented by the Ex-Students Association of COM at 
the May graduation. Sharer graduated from COM in 
May 1970. She earned both a bachelor's and a master's 
degree from the University of Houston-Clear Lake. 

· (Photo by James Mullins) 

starting college she said: "Be aware of your feelings, dif
ferences in ages, and of being scared and unsure of your
self. Just realize that even the younger kids have the 
same feelings. Just hang in there, continue to build your 
self-confidence and know that it will get better. Never 
give up; start out slowly so you don't get overwhelmed 
and become discouraged." 

Sharer now teaches writing improvement classes, 
TASP and English 1301. She also assists students on 
computers in the Leaming Assistance Center on the third 
floor of the Learning Resource Center building. 

Ex-COM student moonlights at COM 
By JAMES MULLINS 
Photography Editor 

No rest for the weary is a phrase commonly used for 
those who are overworked and overstressed. Steve Re
mollino, adjunct English instructor at College of the 
Mainland, may be overworked, but is not overstressed. 

Remollino is a calm and considerate, well-mannered 
guy who stretches his days to their limits. By day, he 
works at Dickinson High School, where he has been for 
four years, and by evening he teaches at COM and 
Galveston College. Remollino has instructed .classes at 
COM for seven years and four years at GC. Prior to this 
he taught one year at O'Connell High School which also 
is in Galveston. 

Considering how long and sometimes difficult his 
days are, Remollino still enjoys what he does, "I like 
teaching; it's one of my strengths," Remollino said. 
"People ask how I go so many hours. I really don't 
know, but I do ·like to keep busy." 

And he does keep busy. But he also did when he was 
in school. Remollino attended COM for two years before 
going on to senior college. "COM helped me with my 
degree. I took all of my English here with Brenda Brown 
and Brett Jarrett," Remollino said. "I also worked on the 
newspaper (InterCOM) for two years and was editor for 
one year." 

After attending COM Remollino went to the Uni
versity of Houston-Clear Lake to finish his education. 
His degrees include a bachelor's and a master's in Eng
lish. He also has a master's degree in education and is 
certified to teach secondary education, speech, journalism 
and reading. 

While at UHCL, Remollino worked on the student 
newspaper, the UHclidian, as both reporter and editor. 
For the school's literary magazine, Bayousphere, he 
served as poetry editor and later as overall editor. 

Remollino enjoys teaching both high school and 
college, "but in high school you get buried in all the pa
per work," he said. "It gets to the point where you feel 
you're drowning in paper instead of teaching. 

"With college classes you don't have the technicali
ties that you have in high school. Also the people want 
to learn, whereas in high school you're always telling 
the class to be quiet 

"I would take a full-time teaching job at a college if 
it were offered. It's because of the importance; people 
need to learn at a higher level." 

In his spare time Remollino collects toys and mod
els. 

He also collects movie memorabilia "I'm a big mo
vie buff." On the' UHclidian he and another young man 
served as movie critics in the style of Siskel and Ebert. 



COM throws bash 
Oct. 25; all invited 
Continued from Page 1-----------
have· a telescope demonstration in the courtyard of the 
Math/Science Building. 

From 1:30 until 5 p.m., two art shows will be on 
display in the COM Art Gallery located in the Fine Arts 
Building. Works by faculty will be featured in one ex
hibit; the other will feature works by alumni. 

Then between 1 and 2 p.m. in the Technical Educa
tion Building, the business division and accounting 
classes will present demonstrations. A demonstration of 
the new computer technology COM provides students 
will be held in the Multi-Disciplinary Computer Labora
tory at the same time. 

In the Technical Education Building in Room T-07 
the film Nursing in the 90's will be shown at 1:30, 2, 
2:30 and 3 p.m. 

From 1:30 to 4 p.m. the cosmetology students will 
be holding a "hair show" in the Student Center. 

In the Math/Science Building between 2 and 3 p.m., 
the biology, chemistry, geology and physics labs will 
have demonstrations given by COM instructors. 

At 2 p.m. Auto Lab personnel will demonstrate the 
lab's computer diagnostic equipment located in the year
old Industrial Education Building. Also at 2 p.m. the 
Brass Guild will hold a performance in the Student Cen
ter where the COM 25th anniversary cake will be served 
to guests. 

Between 2 and 2:30 p.m. the MCL, located in the 
Technical Education Building, will present "The Works 
of Van Gogh" on laser disc and give away free diskettes 
to the first 50 visitors. 

From 2 to 4 p.m. in the Desk Top Publishing 
classroom, T-64, guests will be invited to create their 
own business or calling cards. 

From 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. the Child Development 
Center will demonstrate playground games with the par
ticipation of visitors. 

Visitors will find out wno won door prizes at the 
gazebo at 3 p.m. Eligibility for the drawing is deter
mined by the number of events a guest has attended. 

This will be followed, also in the gazebo, by the an
nouncement of the winner in the photography contest. 
The deadline for entry is Oct. 15. The winner of the con
test will be awarded $300. 

Piano instructor Sophia Gilmson will give a recital 
in the Fine Arts Building in Room F-117 at 3 p.m. Af
terward, in the COM Arena Theatre, a preview of the 
musical comedy Nunsense, directed by Reggie Schwand
er, will be presented. 

In the Physical Education Building between 3 and 4 
p.m., three demonstrations will be given on yoga, karate 
and country and western dancing. Canoe rides also will 
be given on Lake Eckert at this time. 

Also at 3 p.m. the COM choir, led by James Heffel, 
will perform. A talent show follows at 3:30. The talent 
show is open for all members of the community. 

In the nursing department, located in the Technical 
Education Building, nursing students will give free blood 
pressure tests and free first-aid kits to guests begining at 
3 p.m. 

Throughout the afternoon in the lobby of the Ad
ministration Building, the Ex-Students Association will 
sell T-shirts with proceeds going to scholarships. COM 
alumni also will be able to join the association at this 
time since the group will be holding a drive for new 
members. 

A student art sale will be on going in front of the 
Fine Arts Building during the afternoon. 

Throughout the day, the library will display scrap
books chronicling CO Ms •25 years. A video of how aer
ospace technology is studied at COM also will be play
ing continuously in the library. 

Hot dogs and chili will be served throughout the af
ternoon in the breezeway of the Leaming Resource Cen
ter located in front of the library . 

InterCO M,October 1992, Page 11 

COM students Kevin Clark, on left, and Tim Jones, both dressed in lab scrubs, dissect a fetal pig in Emmiline Dodd 's 
biology class in Summer Session II. (Photo courtesy of Emmiline Dodd) 

Surplus property sale successful 
Continued from Page .r----------

sealed-bid basis. The successful bidder handles all aspects 
of the sale. He catalogs items, creates auction bills and 
promotes the sale to markets that use property unique to 
a community college. Ads are posted and placed in news
papers to inform the public. 

Preparation for the sale is coordinated through 
COM's Purchasing Office with the assistance of the 

Physical Plant staff. 
Auction items come from all departments. When an 

item is no longer used it is designated surplus property 
and turned over to Purchasing, which transports the 
items to storage and adds them to the inventory for the 
next auctjon. 

This year's inventory also included main frame 
printers, scrap iron, machine shop equipment, odd office 
furniture, an offset camera and myriad other items. 

SAB sponsors annual fall blood drive 
Continued from Page 1----------

All donors will receive a free T-shirt. 

Potential blood donors must fill out a questionnaire, 
then discuss their current health with a phlebotomist. 
Then the donor's finger is pricked and a small sample of 

blood is taken to check the red blood cell count. If the 
cell count is satisfactory, the next step is giving blood. 
Afterward the blood donor receives cookies and punch. 
The whole process takes about 15 minutes. 

Each pint of blood collected at COM is then thor-

oughly screened at the blood center before being distrib
uted. 

The biggest fear about donating blood is the fear of 
catching a disease. According to the Gulf Coast Regional 
Blood Center it's virtually impossible to catch a disease 
from the needle. The needles are brand new and complete
ly sterile and are disposed of after the donation. 

If you are a healthy person between 18 and 70 and 
weigh 110 pounds or more, you are qualified to give 
blood. 

For specific questions about donating blood, call the 
blood center at (713) 791-6280. 

. The '92 fall semester lnterCOM staff gathers for a picture. Back row from left: Matt Scott, advertising manager; 
Tony Abraham; David Doak; Thurman Aldridge; Carl Jessen Jr.; and Jeff Kennedy. Middle row from left: Amy 
Taft; Donna Myers; James Mullins, photography editor; Jennifer Cansler; Stephanie Kimball; and Alice Russell. 
Front row from left: Jason Cantrell; Oliver Bartlett; Melani Thompson, managing editor; and Kim Mitchell, 
assistant editor. Not pictured: Chris Peters. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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What's Happening 

Lost and Found: here to serve you 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
Managing Editor 

You walk out to your car, reach for your keys 
and_ they're not there! What do you do? Go back to 
the last place you remember having them and see 
if they're there. If not, check with the College of 
the Mainland Campus Police. 

COM's police department has a Lost and 
Found section where keys, wallets, purses, books, 
watches, etc. can be picked up or dropped off. The 
office is located in the Administration Building 
across the hall from the Non-credit Registration 
Office. 

In order to claim an item you must be able to 
describe it. If the item matches your description, 
you may pick it up. However, you must sign for 
it so that the department has proof someone picked 
it up. 

If the item is expensive, you must show some 
form of identification so that the department can 
"be sure the person is who they are signing for," 
said Campus Police secretary Margaret Searles. 
You do not, however, have to tell them what the 
item is worth. 

· If you have an item you would like to drop 
off, you must give your name and the location 
where you found it. The extension to report lost/ 
stolen articles is 403. An officer is on duty 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, to assist you with 
any problem you may have. 

For more information, contact the department 
at (400) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 403. 

Officer "Willie" Huerta holds a few of the items 
turned in at COM's Lost and Found. It is located 
in the Campus Police Office in the Administra
tion Building. (Photo by James Mullins) 

Spillar answers students' colllplaints 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
Managing Editor 

At the beginning of the fall semester, Dr. William 
T. Spillar, chairman of the Division of Arts and Human
ities, wrote a letter to be given, by their instructors, to 
all of the students enrolled in reading, writing and com
position classes at College of the Mainland. 

The purpose of this letter was to ask students about 
problems they have encountered during registration and 
problems they perceived on campus. 

The most common complaints had to do with the 
bookstore. The prices of books are too high and the lines 
are too long. Some other complaints had to do with tak
ing classes which had no obvious pertinence to the de
sired major and not being able to find advisers. Other 

. comments concerned classes being closed at registration. 
In response to the letter about classes being closed 

at registration, Dr. Spillar had a simple answer: Talce ad
vantage of early registration. 

Dr. Spillar said the most unusual complaint he got 
was about the trees on campus -- there aren't enough of 

them. 
More than 200 students answered his letter. Dr. 

Spillar offered in the letter to answer any response if the 
writer gave a mailing address."! gave everyone a personal 
response," Dr. Spillar said. "It took six hours. I'm glad I 
did it (sent out the letters)." 

According to the letter, a meeting of the Instruction
al Council is held at the end of each semester's registra
tion period. At the meeting "each division chairperson 
presents a list of problems that he/she perceived about 
the registration process." The point of the meeting is to 
solve the problems if possible. However, Dr. Spillar 
wanted students to know that fie is aware the council 
deals with what it sees as problems rather than what the 
students see as problems. 

At the Sept. 22 meeting of the Instructional Coun
cil, Dr. Spillar presented the student complaints he re
ceived in response to his letter. He said that the council 
discusses the problems and then takes proper action to 
see that they are fixed if possible. 

Even though he ended up writing more than 200 re
sponses, Dr. Spillar said, "I'll do it again." 

Greider answers most questions after speech 
Continued from Page .,_____________ f th o at process and do not know how to become a part 

Greider believes that the U.S. government portrays 
the American public as "fools." Low voter turnout at the 
et'ection polls seems to justify his statement. The editor 
also feels that people do not realize their political power 
in this country. 

Greider quoted Andrew Jackson as asking, "Are the 
real people of this country the bone and sinew?" Are the 
working-class citizens of America the true leaders of the 
nation? He feels that American democracy has decayed. 

"People feel cut off, ignored and they are not a part 

and do not feel that process spealcing to them." Greider 
added, "Power has gravitated from the many to the few." 
In his best seller, Who Will Tell the People, he gives 
suggestions of what ordinary citizens can do to help their 
democracy. 

The question and answer sessions, which followed 
his morning and evening speeches, gave students and 
community members a chance to ask him what he 
thinks of the governmental state of our present-day poli
tics. Questions ranged from who Greider thinks will win 
the presidential election to what the value of unions is. 

Photos for contest 
1Dust be in Oct. 15 
By DONNA MYERS 
Staff Reporter 

READY ... SET ... 

C ollege of The Mainland has initiated a photo 
~ontest for amateur and professional photographers hop
mg to capture expressive pictures of the campus and stu
dents, while encouraging enthusiasm for the upcoming 
25th an~iversary. Presti~e Photo of Clear Lalce and Fuji 
Photo Film are sponsonng the contest, offering prizes 7

5
~rth shooting for. Deadline for contest entry is Oct. 

L eading the list of prizes is the Grand Prize of a 35 
mm Fuji Discovery 1000 Zoom Data camera with Pano
rama Adaptable Compact Zoom which normally retails 
for $300. First place is $100 in free slide or print pro
cessing at Prestige Photo. Second place, 10 rolls of Fuji 
color Reala film, retail value $60 and third place, a Fuji 
Quicksnap waterproof disposable camera, $18. Several 
honorable mentions will be awarded and winning photos 
displayed on Open House Sunday, Oct. 25, from 1 to 5 
p.m. 

I mages of campus life, human interest and photos 
that display warmth will gain the judges' attention. Cal
endar of events may provide opportunities to capture that 
special moment. Early risers can take advantage of pictu
resque sunrises for backgrounds and evening sunsets can 
provide interesting scenes. The college now has a lalce
side jogging trail, new covered walkways, and recreation
al and educational facilities. The possibilities are endless. 
All pictures are limited to the COM campus. There are 
three categories-<:olor prints, color slides, and black and 
white prints with prizes awarded in each. Adhere to all 
guidelines to avoid disqualification. 

C ontest guidelines are as follows: 

1. All photographers, both amateur and profession~, are 
invited to enter. 

2. Photos should reflect some aspect of campus life with 
a human interest. 

3. Photos must be taken at the Texas City campus. 

4. Color prints, slides, or black and white prints are eli
gible. Print size must be 5 x 7 inches. 

5. Prints should be mounted and slides should be insert
ed in protective sleeves. 

6. Entries must be mailed or delivered to the Public In
formation Office, College of the Mainla,nd, 1200 Am
burn Road, Texas City, Texas 77592, or dropped off at 
Prestige Photo, 995 Nasa 1 at El Camino. The deadline 
has been extended to Oct. 15. 

7. Sponsoring companies and the college are not respon
sible for entries delayed, mutilated, or lost in the mail. 

8. Judges' decisions will be made prior to Oct 25 and 
winners announced and photos displayed at the College's 
Open House Oct. 25. 

9. Photos entered become the property of College of the 
Mainland and will not be returned. 

10. Each person is limited to two entries per category. 

K ick off this event by joining the celebration. 

Show your pride and express your appreciation for the 
opportunities that exist at COM. 



Students react to Madonna's SEX 
See Pages 

25th anniversary festivities in pictures 
See Pages 6,7 

Most successful blood drive ever 
See Page 10 
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COM tuition lowest in nation; erirollment up 
By ALICE RUSSELL 
Staff Reporter 

Pride and smug satisfaction sum up College of the 
Mainland's reaction to the recent news articles in The 
Galveston Daily News and the T.exas City Sun about 
COM's low tuition. 

According to a survey by th~. National College 
Board, COM has the lowest tuition in the nation. 
"Maybe in the world," said Mary Danaczko, director of 
Communication Services at COM. 

The low tuiton reflects COM's mission, according 
to Danaczko. 

A policy to keep tuition within reach of the resi-

Karate instructor Ed Huff, a first degree black belt, holds the pad so COM Karate instructor Dr. Tony Pfeiffer, also 
a first degree black belt, can demonstrate a front kick. The karate demonstration was held as part of the festivities 
of COM's 25th anniversary celebration Oct. 25 (Photo by James Mullins) 

Kempner loans can help students 
By JENNIFER CANSLER 
Staff Reporter 

"I don't know of any other loans interest free," said 
Dan Doyle, director of Financial Aid, about the new loan 
program offered this fall by College of the Mainland. 
The loan is not to be used at COM, but rather will fund 
a student's education as he transfers to a major universi
ty. 

The Harris L. Kempner Loan Fund is sponsoring 
the program on a trial basis for three academic years at 
COM, Galveston College and Wharton County Junior 
College. It will be reviewed and evaluated in 1996. 

According to the information provided by the 
Kempner Loan Fund, the purpose of the program, ad
ministered by the United States National Bank and spon
sored by the Harris L. and Eliza Kempner Fund, is to 

See Kempner Page 11 

COM Senate discusses ban on food, drinks 
~y JASON CANTRELL 
Staff Reporter 

One of the main topics of discussion at the 
last three College of the Mainland Senate meetings 
has been whether or not to allow food and drink in 
the- classrooms. 

At the most recent meeting, Nov. 3, a p.ro
posed policy to ban food and drinks drafted by Dr. 
Henry Pope. dean of College and Financial servic
es, was not approved by the senate. The senate af
ter much discussion came up with a new strategy 

to solve the problem. 
"There were many objections-by senate mem

belS to the proposed elimination of food and drinks 
from classrooms," President Larry L, Stanley stat~ 
ed. "I don't believe this issue (having food and 
drinks in the classroom) is as much of a problem 
as it has been made out to be." 

President Stanley also stated that the new 
strategy the senate is considering will be to have 
college management be responsible for problems 
related to eating and drinking in classrooms. 

See Students Page 12 

dents was established by the first COM Board of Trus
tees in 1967. Subsequent boards have upheld that tradi
tion. 

"Providing quality education at an affordable cost is 
our goal," Danaczko said. "Until the state mandated the 
increase to $8 per credit hour, there has never been a tui

See Survey Page 11 

COM comes alive 
at 25th festivities 
By DONNA MYERS 
and ALICE. RUSSELL 
Staff Reporters 

The foot-tapping sounds of the College of the Main
land Jazz Ensemble, with energetic Sparky Koerner at 
the helm, filled the air at the 25th anniversary celebra
tion held Oct. 25. The great sounds accompanied the 
more than 1,000 visitors as they toured the campus. 

The variety of exhibits offered something for all 
ages, aM whether educational or entertaining, command
ed the visitors' attention. 

Free drinks and hot dog stands were set up outside 
the main entrance of the gym. Visitors took advantage of 

. the great chili dogs, consuming approximately 1,600. 
President Larry L. Stanley, referring to COM as a 

"people's college," thanked the crowd for coming and rec
ognizing the importance of education. 

He thanked Mary Danaczko, director of Communica
tion Services, for her diligent work in orchestrating the 
celebration and acknowledged the commitfees that 
planned and coordinated the exhibits. The president em-

See COM page 11 
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Editorials/News 

New World colonizers predators 
By JEFF KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

Guest speaker Ward Churchill delivered an important 
message twice Thursday, Oct. 29, on "Columbus-
Discovery or Invasion. A Native American Perspective," 
to College of the Mainland students, faculty and staff. 

Churchill, head of American Indian Studies at the 
University of Colorado at Boulder and co-director of the 
Colorado chapter of the American Indian Movement, re
ferred to the European people and their culture as "rapa
cious" and a "cultural fabrication." He noted the fact that 
white people had been in contact with Native Americans 
for years before Columbus came to this continent, some 
even trading with them, "without producing the result of 
the predatory Columbian invasion." 

Churchill spoke with moving emotion and convic
tion as he reviewed the exploits of Columbus as cited in 
The History of the Indies by the Dominican priest Barto
lome de las Casas who, according to Churchill, is the 
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"first historian of European extraction in the New 
World." 

Churchill used accounts of Columbus' experiences 
in Hispaniola, (an isle in the West Indies currently divid- . 
ed into two nations, the Dominican Republic and Haiti) 
which showed the bias of lower institution teachings and 
provided strong argument against Columbus' present dei
fied status. 

"Easter ... ," Churchill said, "was celebrated by hang
ing 13 young Tiano people, (the indigenous people of 
Hispaniola), and eating them." This allegedly was done 
by Columbus and the colonizers of that area. 

Churchill used the word "predator" to describe the 
people who came to the Americas and stole the land and 
its resources from its native people while committing 
genocide against them using disease, bounty payments, 
sporting hunts, etc. 

According to Churchill, who holds a master's degree 
in communication and_ is the author of many books in
cluding Fantasies of the Master Race and The State of 
Native America, the explorers and colonizers of America 
used smallpox to help wipe out the Indians in order to 
take their land and its resources. Churchill cited an inci
dent in which the Native American people were given in
fected blankets and other goods that came from an infir
mary housing smallpox victims. The Europeans knew 
that when the blankets came in contact with the Indians 
that they would get sick and die. 

A census in 1890 showed a 98 percent reduction in 
Native American population. By that year 97.5 pe(Cent 
of American Indian 1and had been acquired by the United 
States of America. 

"In order to consume the land and the resources of 
the land, you had to consume the population," Churchill 
said. 

"They call us Indians, very often, first Americans. 
And everybody white takes that to mean that we were 
here first," Churchill said. "True, we were here first, but 
that's one possible meaning of the tenn; we have another 
meaning. They call Indians first Americans because what 
really awful, ugly, mean; brutal, destructive (thing) is 
going to happen in this society -is going to happen to 
the Indians first" 

The seminar, held in the Leaming Resource Center 
Auditorium, was sponsored by the Continuing Education 
Community Forum, the Continuing Education Divi
sion, the Division of Social Science, the Grafton Fund 
and the Student Activities Board. 

Ward Churchill's books can be ordered through the 
COM bookstore. 

Hardtogiveupview 
of Columbus as hero 
Columbus, others seek 
riches for Spain, themselves 

.. ·· Kim >····· ... ·· 
Mib;hell ···· 

One weekend I was driving to the movies with my 
mother when I told her about an editorial I had to write. 
The hardest part of my editorial was that it was to be a 
negative view of someone who has been celebrated as a 
hero for the past 500 years. When I told my mom that it 
was Christopher Columbus, she didn't understand how 
there could be a negative view of Columbus. I blurted 
out, "Columbus was a murderer!" 

The look of pure shock that came over my mother's 
face was due to the fact that she, like many others, was 
taught the heros' accounts of what happened back in 
1492. I, too, was taught the story of the "Great Discov-

. ery." It wasn't until I landed in COM instructor Larry 
Smith's history class that I was given a different point of 
view. 

"The image we have of Columbus is only partially 
true," Smith claims. "A lot more research is being done 
now; it's more focused." 

As the story goes, Columbus sailed the ocean to 
discover a faster route to the Indies. He estimated the trip 
would only be 2,500 miles long. 

He also promised his crew that whoever spotted land 
first, would be heavily rewarded; However, Columbus re
neged on his deal when a crewman spotted land first. Co
lumbus insisted he was up earlier that morning and saw 
land but he didn't want to wake everyone, according to 
Smith. 

Columbus landed in the Bahamas. He found a tribe 
of people called the Arawaks, Smith explained. He called 
them Indians for the Indies he thought he had discovered. 
He made them mine for gold and if they didn't, they had 
their hands cut off. If they weren't mining for gold, the 
Indians were used as slaves on plantations. 

"Columbus and others had an economic agenda to 
enrich Spain and themselves," Smith said. "They came 
for gold, glory and God. Quite a recipe for genocide." 
Columbus introduced the first forms of racisim, ethno
centrism and slavery. 

Within two years of Columbus' arrival, an estimated 
100,000 Indians died from torture, malnutrition and sui
cide. Yes, the Indians were actually killing themselves 
and their own children because of the harsh treabnent, ac
cording to Smith. 

At first, historians justified the killings by saying 
the Indians were merciless savages, adding that only 5 to 
7 million were killed. Now research by archeologists and 
anthropologists has revealed that between 70 and 80 mil
lion Indians died in both Americas due to this invasion. 

As far as I'm concerned, Columbus Day only cele
brates the mass murder and genocide that occurred start
ing in 1492 and continuing from then on. It is great that 
Columbus found a new continent, but couldn't he and 
his crew have learned to live with people who already ex
isted there? 

It is sad to think we've named cities and streets after 
this vicious murderer. "You wouldn't want to name your 
town Mansonville or Hitlerville, would you?" Smith 
asked. 



Bass hears out students at ·forum 
By KIM MITCHELL 
Assistant Editor 

fenced-in area of the children's playground attached to the 
Child Development Lab. 

Dr. Don Bass, College of the Mainland dean of In- In reference to the cigarette smokers, one of the sru~ 
struclion and Student Development, held a forum Oct. dents who smokes suggested having a whole building for 
20 in the Student Center for students to ·air their com- smokers complete with vending machines. 
plaints about COM. Another student asked if COM could put benches 

Dean Bass began the session, held during College and trees by the parking lot which faces the pond where 
Hour, by informing the approximtely 20 students and fa- the majority of the ducks reside. Another student sug-
culty members of the improvements made in the math gested the college put up a small fence to keep the ducks 
deprutment. He added that a microwave has been installed fro~ wandering out onto the freeway. 
in the cafeteria, but acknowledged that at the moment it Though Dean Bass didn't respond to all of the ques-
is not accessible to students. An outlet will have to be lions, he did record all of the complaints and sugges-
put in before students will have access to it, the dean lions. 
said. Before closing the forum, Dean Bass informed the 

Then he opened the session to students. They students and faculty that four new tables and benches, 
brought up topics ranging from math lab tapes being just like the ones by the Learning Resource Center, will 
"wrong" to keeping cigarette butts out of the mouths of soon be placed around the campus. 
ducks and children. Stephanie Brown was particularly Students who were unable to attend this forum will 
concerned about cigarette butts being thrown into the have another chance on December ??? . r------------=-....,.,.,.,.-----

Dr. Don Bass hears student co~plaints and suggestions at the first forum of the semester held in the Student Center 
Oct. 20. (Photo by James Mullins) 

Drinking or driving: the choice is yours 

It's a typical S~turday night and millions of people 
everywhere are preparing for a night out. Flashy clothes, 
a little cologne, a pocketful of money, and you're off to 
pick up friends. The first thing the group has to do is 
stop for beer. 

You have fun at first, and it gets more fun and even 
more fun the more you drink. So you ride around and 
drink and drink, listening to good conversation or your 
favorite music, only pulling over to relieve yourself. 

The times of riding around with your friends are 
some of the best times you can remember. You feel in
vincible and unstoppable and before you know it, you 
get tired and make it home, or wherever you end up. 

As young people we go through this routine over 
and over, thousands of times, but at some point we do 
find out that the invincible feeling is only a feeling. It's 
always fun to laugh about how drunk you got, and how 
you barely made it home. But what if one night you 
didn't make it home? What if the next day you couldn't 
call a buddy to laugh about it? 

We see the commercials on TV telling people not to 

drink and drive. But who pays attention to commercials? 
As far as a commercial goes, you either go get a snack 
or tum the channel. Commercials are a waste of time and 
so are anti-alcohol groups. People do what they want to 
do and a commercial is not going to stop people of any 
age from doing what they want to. Not to drive while or 
after drinking is a decision that everyone who drinks has 
to face. People need to make up their own minds to do 
the right thing and not drive while intoxicated. 

There are some stupid thoughts about drinking. "I 
can drive better when rm drunk." Wrong! When you're 
drunk you just don't give a damn. "I've never had any 
trouble finding the pedals when I drink." Yes, but can 
you use them? 

The fact is that there is only one person who can 
keep you from drinking and driving, and that person is 
yourself. Whatever your personal decision may be, it's 
yours. Because you feel invincible when you are drink
ing, you don't realize that driving drunk may endanger 
others. But that is a fact you have to face. Your drunk 
driving could seriously injure or kill someone. 

, If you do find yourself ?rinking and driving, pull 
over at a pay phone and call someof!e for help. Most im
portantly don't drive at all. Let your friends take care of 

you. Hell, isn't that what makes them friends? 
Deciding not to drink and drive is not a decision that 

will make you smart or stupid, but it is a decision that 
will affect the people you love, your friends and people 
you've never met. It's not the drinking that is "sooo" 
bad, it's being irresponsible and selfish µiat is. 
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Features/Entertainment 

Credit due Columbus for voyage, not new world 
By CARL JESSEN Jr. 
Staff Reporter 

Aztec Indian dancers, a mariachi band, flamenco 
dancers, and a Spanish musical--what more entertainment 
could one ask for? The special quincentennary program 
"The Encounter of Two Cultures," drew a capacity crowd 
to College of the Mainland's Leaming Resources Center 
Auditorium on Oct. 13. 

The Encounter of Two Cultures represents the voy
age of Columbus to the New World, but was it really 
Columbus' discovery? Dr. Manuel Urbina, instructor at 
College of the Mainland, hosted the event for the pur
pose of giving proper recognition to existing cultures in 
the New World that Columbus supposedly "discovered." 

Christopher Columbus was a curious man who be
lieved that by sailing west he would find the Indies in 
the east. Everyone thought he was crazy for wanting to 
sail the ocean which is one of the reasons he had trouble 
finding a country to fund his voyage. 

Finally, Queen Isabella of Spain, who probably hu
mored him, paid for his voyage. When he discovered the 
New World, he also proved to many that the Earth is 
round. Credit is due him in that respect. Although many 
people have believed that Columbus discovered the New 
World, today researchers and educators including Dr. Ur
bina have concluded that Columbus only brought the 
European civilization to the New World. 

Dr. Urbina emphasized to the audience that he be
lieves the whole idea of Columbus as a discoverer of the 
New World is not justified. Rather Columbus' discovery 
was an encounter of two cultures. He believes Colum
bus' discovery was a mistake because Columbus was 
lost. The Indians who crossed the Bering Strait before 
Columbus ever thought of attempting his voyage were 
the real discoverers. 

The Encounter of Two Cultures program presented 
symbolically Columbus' encounter with the Indians as 

.14~~:;s~,e si~ bucks; ~li ( 
see .. it at\!Dollar Cinemi ❖ 
Director provides realism 
Conquestfar from paradise 
By STEPHAN};: KIMBALL. 
Staff Reporter l 
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Jitanerias Flamenco artists, Janet Salinas, left, and Lisa Lozano, dance to a Oamenco guitar tune in the LRC 
Auditorium during The Encounter of Two Cultures program presented at COM Oct.12. (Photo by James Mullins) 

portrayed by the Aztec Indian dancers, who thrilled the 
audience with their ritualistic style of performance. 

The flamenco dancers, who represented a mix of In
dians and Europeans, were dressed in colorful dresses and 
fascinated the crowd with their swift moves. Flamenco 
dancing probably originated in Spain. 

The mariachi style of music, performed by the band 
Los Gallitos, probably originated in Latin America. Los 
Gallitos performed several tunes in Spanish. Their music 
along with the presentation of El Indiano y La Novia 

(The Adventurer and the Girlfriend), a musical performed 
in Spanish, represented artistic side of the Hispanic cul
ture. 

During the evening's events, Dr. Urbina also pre
sented a detailed slide show of the major accomplish
ments of the Aztec, Inca and Maya Indian tribes during 
the Pre-Colombian Era. 

The program illuminated the idea of Columbus not 
as a New World discoverer, but rather the encounterer of 
an existing culture. 

Daylight-saving time: it's on and off 
By JENNIFER CANSLER 
Staff Reporter 

It ended OcL 25. Nothing can change the inevitable. 
Too soon, when we get off of work at 5:30, we will 
have to grope our way, in the dark, to our cars. The 
1992 daylight savings has ended and we have reverted 
back to standanl time. 

Daylight-saving time is a time system in which one 
or two hours of additional daylight are gained during the 
spring and summer months. Although the total amount 
of daylight remains the same, more time is allowed for 
the afternoon and evening hours. 

Benjamin Franklin was the first to suggest this 
practice in an essay in 1784. He felt that a plan should 
be adopted to provide a longer evening of light and to 
save on candles. William Willett of Chelsea, England, 
however, must be given credit for proposing a definite 
plan in 1908 which was repeatedly rejected by the British 
Parliament. 

By 1915 Europe was involved in World War I, and 
Germany became the first nation to adopt a daylight sav
ings system. One year later, Britian followed. Both sys
tems were adopted to conserve fuel and power. 

There was no interest in these type~ of systems in 
the United States until Wo~ld War I. Congress passed a 
bill to authorize advancing the clocks one hour from 
Easter Sunday to the last Sunday of October in 1918. 
This was used as a measure to save coal which was used 
to produce electricty. Because farmers strongly objected 
to readjusting their work schedule, the bill was repealed 
in August 1919. 

In the United States after World War I, daylight sav
ings plans lost most of their popularity and were not 

prominent again until World War II. Because daylight
saving time was successful in World War. I, Congress 
enacted a law providing for year-round daylight savings 
to conserve energy during the second world war. This 
lasted from February 1942 until October 1945. During 
this war, most European countries adopted similar plans 
and England used "double standard time" by moving its 
clocks two hours ahead of Greenwich (mean) time. 

Even though the system was dropped, after the war, 
interest remained high after 1945. By 1960, 36 states had 
some type of daylight-saving plans. Confusion resulted, 
however, because parts of some states were on daylight 
savings and other parts were not. 

Beginning in 1967, by act of Congress, the Uni
form Time Act stipulated that all states were to go on 
daylight-saving time on the last Sunday in April and to 

· return to standard time on the last Sunday in October. It 
was determined that during these months there were more 
hours of actual daylight This act provided, however, that 
any state could pass laws refusing to go on the daylight 
savings plans. A few have done so and remain on stan
danl time year-round. 

The United States extended daylight-saving time to 
be in effect year-round in 1974 and 1975 because of the 
United States energy crisis. 

The final changes to our daylight savings plan were 
intiated by Congress in 1987. At this time Congress ex
tended daylight saving from the first Sunday in April to 
the last Sunday in October. 

So there you have it. Unfortunately, a full history 
of daylight saving doesn't help when we feel like we 
should be in bed at 7 p.m. It seems to me that it would 
be just as easy to call daylight-saving time "standard" 
and never have to reset another clock. 



G£X .... 

Lethal Weapon 3 same old same old 
By AMY TAFT 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities 
Board will present a free showing of the Warner Brothers 
picture, Lethal Weapon 3, Nov. 6 and 7 in the Learning 
Resources Auditorium, L-131, at 7 p.m. 

Lethal Weapon 3, released May 1992, follows the 
latest adventure of ihe Los Angeles police duo, Detec
tives Riggs (Mel Gibson) and Murtaugh (Danny Glover) 
who still uncover trouble while trying to solve yet an
other mystery. 

Their investigation into the whereabouts of miss
ing, high-powered police weapons lead them into con
frontations with a crooked ex-policeman, Jack Travis 
(Stuart Wilson), and an uncooperative internal affairs de
tective, Lorna Cole (Rene Russo). Detective Riggs even
tually persuades Detective Cole to join his side in the 
way only a truly manly man can. 

As usual, the film brings back previous characters 

and questions left unanswered in past films. For exam

ple, the duo meets up with their old nemesis, Leo Getz 
(Joe Pesci), who has gone legitimate as an honest real 
estate agent since their last encounter. And despite all the 
conflict Riggs faces, his major concern is Murtaugh's 
insistence that he is retiring because he feels he is "too 
old" to keep up with his young partner. 

Although Lethal Weapon 3 is humorous in some 
scenes and is action-packed in others, the film does carry 
an R-rating and may not be suitable for family viewing. 

Lethal Weapon 3 is a movie which will appeal to 
both sexes with its leading man, Riggs, and its leading 
lady, Cole. While men can relate to Riggs' difficulties 
with Cole• s stubbomess, women can appreciate Cole• s 
karate expertise which enables her to take care of herself. 

The movie, however, is more or less a replica of 
past Weapon films. It contains generally the same one
liners, the same characters and the same problems. Le
thal Weapon 3 is more of a movie for Weapon fanatics 
than a movie for the general public. 

Selllinar focuses on career planning 
By CARL JESSEN Jr. 
Staff Reporter 

Dr. Nellie Thorogood, the vice chancellor for Educa
tional Affairs at North Harris Montgomery Community 
College District and former College of the Mainland in
structor, spoke to a good-sized group of College of the 
Mainland students on "Smart Jobs for the Future" on 
Sept. 29, in the Learning Resources Center Auditorium. 

She suggested ways of preventing the development 
of a codependent economy based on jobs that depend on 
other jobs. She said diversity, power partnerships, con
nectivity and connectedness, and community and the new 
civic leadership are the keys to preventing this type of 
codependency. · 

The tasks of leadership are a shared vision of success 
between the employer and the employees, Dr. Thorogood 
pointed out. Instead of the traditional influence an em
ployer has over his employee, together they influence 
each other. 

Dr. Thorogood gave the audience a handout of a re
port which listed the skills needed to succeed in the work 
place. The report, "What Work Requires of Schools," 
published June 1991 by the U.S. Department of Ll).bor, 
states that people should acquire resource and, interper
sonal skills, and knowledge in informational systems 
and technology. 

A person who is resourceful is a responsible person 
who can meet deadlines, distribute work to each employ
ee according to his ability and thereby become an asset 

to an employer. 
An interpersonal individual is a team leader who 

serves as an ideal employee and guides his fellow work
ers in the right direction using information while pro
cessing it on a computer. 

Communication skills according to the report also 
are important A person who can deal with complex rela
tionships in his company is the type of person an em- . 
ployer may indeed be looking for. This employee is 
someone who can suggest new or alternative ideas to im
prove the overall performance and increase the profits of 

the company. 
Technology is closely related to a company's ability 

to grow and expand. That means a person who can work 
with modem technology will then be able to apply that 
skill to the overall procedures mandated by his company. 

Dr. Thorogood suggested that people study their 
capabilities and tell the prospective employer of the 
skills they have mastered and can use to the company's 
benefit 

Dr. Thorogood's purpose in speaking to the studettts 
was to tell them to avoid studying for careers with limit
ed job opportunities and careers that limit an individual 
to specific tasks. She told them they should look for 
jobs that offer high wages and require highly developed 
job skills in a high performance organization. A smart 
job path leads to a career that demands diversity and has 
many openings. An individual on the smart job path 
does not limit his capabilities, Dr. Thorogood empha
sized. 
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Madonna's erotic 
book provocative 
By OLIVER BARTLETT 
Staff Reporter 

One of the most controversial and provocative 
books ever to be released hit the streets Wednesday, Oct. 
21. Madonna's new steelbound book SEX was released 
to mixed reviews. The not-your-uswu coffee-table book 
is a collage of pictures and handwritten letters to friends 
depicting Madonna's various graphically sexual fanta
sies. 

The book includes pictures with several famous peo
ple, such as modeVactress Isabella Rossellini, rapper Va
nilla Ice, fashion model Naomi Campbell and rapper Big 
Daddy Kane. Most of these people have not given state
ments except Big Daddy Kane. He expressed his embar
rassment and regret for appearing in such graphic photos. 

Most people who saw the book expressed disapprov
al. 

"It is tasteless," said Elizabeth Sirianni, College of 
the Mainland student assistant. "She has gone too far! 
The book is disgusting." 

Another COM student, Cynthia deMasi, said "I 
consider this to be pornographic and should not be sold 
any place other than an adult bookstore where children 
may not enter. It is pornographic." 

These opinions were expressed many times in 
many different ways by many different people. 

Some people, however had a positive reaction to the 
book. . 

"Madonna has a beautiful body and certainly has the 
right to show it off," said Clint Avila, a devoted fan and 
record store employee. 

Laura Harrington, a photography student at the Uni
versity of Houston, said "The pictures are well done. 
Some are very creative. There is artistic value in these 
pictures." 

Another photographer, COM student James Mullins 
said, "From a photographer's point of view some of the 
pictures are very artsy, like the one where she is nude 
sitting on the front of a fish fountain. It was done well, 
but the book itself is nothing but street trash." 

Many people took a more middle-of-the-road stance. 
"I personally didn't care for the book, but Madonna 

has the right to leave it up to the customer whether or 
not they buy it," said Alan Weeber, another record store 
employee. 

Steve Smith, disc jockey for K.RTS 92.1, said, 
"Anyone buying this book as an investment is banking 
on the idea of Madonna still being around in a few years 
from now." However, "given the lack of success of her 
last few albums and movies, I wouldn't want to make 
that bet. If I ' 

From the more than 40 people given the opportuni
ty to view the $50 book, the overall reaction was nega
tive. Most people feel Madonna has overstepped the 
bounds of good taste. 

"The problem is that she has gotten gradually more 
daring," COM student Sheila Elliff. "If she would have 
done this at the beginning of her career there woultl be 
no real problem because it would have been dismissed as 
pornography. Because she is Madonna, and is loved and 
sometimes idolized by millions of teenagers, this book 
has received far more attention than it deserves." 

Yet another opinion was expressed by COM student 
Mark DeLange. "Shocking people is no longer effective; 
find some good material and it will work in terms of get
ting people's attention." 

No matter what people think about the book, Ma
donna has achieved her goal. She has stirred up a great 
deal of attention for herself and has made a lot of money. 

It also is interesting to note that many people ex
pressed negative opinions as they viewed the book, but 
all were curious enough to read it and look at every 
page. 
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COM's 25th ... 

Jim Higgins announces winners of the 
25th anniversary give away at COM's 
celebration Oct. 25. 

Sparky Koerner leads Jazz Ensemble through a spirited performance of their repertoire. 

COM Fire Academy cadets demonstrate high-angle rapelling at the LRC. 

President Larry L. Stanley welcomes visitors to COM's 25th. 

Dancing Seniors show they're no squares at anniversary celebration. 

Photos by: 
James Mullins, Donna Myers and Alice Russell 
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Eloi Perry of La 
Marque tries his 
hand on one of the 
co~puters in the 
MCL. He was 
one of more than 
200 guests to visit 
the lab. 

Cosmetology student Jennifer Baulch blow-dries her friend Mary Johnson's hair. Johnson 
agreed to be a model for the hair demonstration held in the Student Center.' 

Canoe-eating rocks fool canoers by posing as shoreline at Lake Eckert. 

Geese .~gnated} .• ,d-,•f'-"--' -----I 

ducks· overrated-i;' 
As a pennanentresident ot College of the 

Gertrude 
Goose 

Mainland. I feel that it is my dUty to speak up on 
an :issue that has been nagging us geese for quite 
some time. We feel that we have gotten the shaft At the May 1992 Employee Recognition Din-
at COM. ner,COMrecognized people who had worked at 

Now it is all well and good that COM cele- _ the college since 1967. Amons ~se recognized 
brated its 25th anniversary OcL 25, but we geese was yet another duck, Bob Duel,; I am appalled 
feel personally offended We ~ve been on this ···•- that no geese were represented at the dinner. We 
campus just about as long as anyone else. but we _ have been here almost as long as the ducks and de-
were not asked to participate in the anniversary eel- serve equal time. 
ebration. We feel that we are just as much a part of More recently, COM has:recog_njzed the need 
COM as President Larry L Stanley. to protect the ducks. In the Compendium, a week-

Anniversacy visitors were able to enjoy a va- ly newsletter for the CO¥ faculty and staff, a spe-
riety of events. Among them was one event in par- cial interview report to be.featured periodically 
ticular that annoyed us geese • canoeing on the with Comet D.•Duck, focused on-of cOW"Se-the 
lake. No one asked usif we would mind people duckeommunity. He ·wrote that the humanoids are 
rummaging through our ~mes all day long with- ,,_ ' doing ll good job of keeping.\fle campus clean for 
out a moment's rest. We obviously were not con- _ the ducks. Excuse me, whi:ttahout us? What are 
sidered in. any decisions wnceming thelaxe, the ,. 'wei chopped liver? ' 
annlverwy celebration~ or any other issues or ac- , On the same note, COM h$. posted fliers 
tivities at COM. __ ~ound campus to -remind students to put the cigar• 

We geese are outtagcii at being overlooked in . ' .. .eue butts m·the ashtrays for the sole purpose of 
such an important event,. or being overlooked in Protecting the ducks. Again the fliers made no 
general for that matter. The ducks receive more mention of us geese. Well goody. goody fo.r the 
than their fair share of coyerage. due.ks. If You ask me, a rew less tlu.cks around this 

' A story was,printed in d.i~.May 1992 lnter~ , __ ~pµs wouldn't hi.Ut , 
CQMabout some 1)09l;.µµclclings who.were stuck ... , ·, ' • "Well, we geese areju:stQ.bout fed up, We want 

,/Jn a pipe>Y9.Q ~oq;!~iy_ofpur,goslqigsget" V>•:;- _ a voice now. We ate tited of,~ b'effl 3rttl not , 
,ting stuckin. pipes.,{t jastjoest<> show that we _ · Th ".r~If we don't get ourfai!sltltroof dgb~ •and 
-geesedeservemoreci:edihhan we have received iii • ~ ;- ai:enot viewed.-as $ vital paiitpf'COM. w<: will 
the p~L fpmve to where we are~-
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Sports/Recreation 

COM wins two 3rd place ribbons at Sports Day 

Students and their friends participate in "crazy games" at the fall '92 COM Student /~mployee Picnic held at Jack_ 
Brooks Park Sept. 21. The game the students are playing is sponge relay. The object was to start at the trash can, 
which was filled with water, soak the sponge and pass it down to fill the coffee can at the other end. Other games 
played included a 7-legged race, an egg relay and a dressing relay. 

Nov. 10 track opening long awaited 
BY THURMAN L. ALDRIDGE 
Staff Reporter 

The familiar phrase, "X marks the spot," has long 
been part of a picture puzzle that indicates the location of 
hidden treasure. All anyone needs to do is to correctly de
cipher the puzzle and the fortune is his. 

On Nov. 10, the turnstiles at Gulf Greyhound Park, 
will begin to click and count at such a fast pace that the 
vibrations could shake the park's very foundation. On 
that evening, the luck-star is sure to shine on a number 
of heavy-weight handicappers and novice rail-birds look
ing for a treasure. 

The excitement is indeed building in Galveston 
County, and especially in La Marque. A recent trip to a 
neighborhood grocery included hearing pieces of conver
sations, such as "I haven't hit anything on the lottery in 
a long time. I'll S\lfe be glad when the dogtrack opens." 
And, "My husband doesn't like to go to bingo with me, 
but says that picking the dogs is fun." 

For months now some citizens, who are hopeful of 
becoming employees of the track, have been taking 
classes at the College of the Mainland, to learn how to 
be certified racetrack tellers. 

Certainly, there is more to becoming a racetrack 
teller than taking a course. Besides knowing how to 
count money and give change quickly, the tellers must 
be able to give the bettors the kind of tickets they want, 
even though the bettors may not be able to articulate 
what they want. As the tension to winning some races 
builds, it's a sure bet that some of the bettors will have 
attitudes less than friendly, after losing a few. Neverthe
less, the tellers must at all times remain courteous to a 
throng of bettors, race after race, night after night. 

Even so, the bettors and tellers are integral compo
nents of the scene because the track could not operate 
without either of them. But the happiness of the bettors 
is most important to the owners because successful oper
ations can mean huge revenues. The track's owners are 
hoping to receive what may become the largest opening-

night handle (total money bet) and gate receipts in the 
history of dog racing. 

The owners are betting that Gulf Greyhound Park, 
located 30 miles south of Houston and 15 miles north of 
Galveston on Interstate 45 near Exit 15, is sitting on the 
X that marks the spot to a treasure no smaller than one 
of King Solomon's mines. 

The track will be open Tuesdays through Sundays 
for year-round racing. However, a controversy already is 
brewing concerning the house rule (not a law) that does 
not permit entrance to the park to anyone ·under 21. 
Some potential patrons contend that it would cost them 
much more to pay a baby sitter than it would to take 
their children with them to the park. Other citizens feel 
that while gambling by adults can be tolerated, children 
certainly should not be introduced to it too soon. Never
theless, it does appear that the rule will stand at least 
through opening night, even if the rule means lost reve
nues by denying admittance to the under-21-year-olds. 

For those who are planning to be part of the open
ing night crowd, of what is expected to be the entertain
ment event of the year, it's probably a good idea to get 
there as soon as possible. Then you may be able to find 
just the right spot to sit or stand on as you try to look 
as though it's all old hat to you. Then you can begin to 
decode the puzzle of the pick-six event. For if X truly 
does mark the spot, you of all people are on the right 
one. After all, you will be in La Marque, and that name 
translated from French means "the spot." 

Indeed, already there is an electrifying buzz in the 
air, so strong that it could accidentally trigger Lil' 
Swifty (the mechanical rabbit) into making a false start. 

Remember, practice your bows and curtsies, and ' 
please be on your best behavior. On Nov. 10 at 7:30 
p.m. X will mark the spot where the sport of queens 
will reign supreme. 

By the way, it's probably a good idea to attend one 
of the free betting seminars. Check with Gulf Greyhound 
Park's public relations department. They will be able to 
fill you in on the dates, times and locations.· See ya! 

By STEPHANIE KIMBALL 
Staff Reporter 

Every semester a group of courageous College of 
the Mainland students plans a road trip to a neighboring 
community college to defend COM's various titles in the 
Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day. This 
semester COM brought home two third-place ribbons, 
one in volleyball and one in table tennis. 

Sports Day is a day-long event involving nine area 
colleges including Alvin Community, Brazosport, 
Galveston, Houston Community, Lee, San Jacinto and 
North Harris County. 

The colleges meet to compete against each other in 
numerous sporting events including volleyball, 3-on-3 
basketball, tennis, table tennis, softball, 8-ball billiards 
and bowling. In the spring, golf and sand-beach volley-
ball are added to the list . 

For the first time, Houston Community College 
hosted the eve!}t Oct. 28. Individuals sign up for the dif
ferent sporting events in the gym and participation is 
open to all COM students. Nine students participated on 
the bowling team and 30 students competed in the other 
tournaments, giving COM full representation in most of 
the events with 39 students altogether. 

The volleyball team brought home a third-place rib
bon this semester. The team consisted of four women· 
and four men, making up a six-man volleyball team in
cluding two alternates. The team members were captain-
LaQuita Rhone; Monica Newell; Becky Manuel; Sandy 
Gomez; David Connor; Chris Hoot; Mano Nguyen; and 
Brian Alexander. 

Elbert Salinas won a third-place ribbon in table ten
nis. 
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Karate demo 'kicks' COM 
A self-defense demonstration, sponsored by the Stu

dent Activities Board, will be held on Tuesday, Nov.IO, 
in the Student Center during College Hour. 

The demonstration will feature "a few practical self
defense techniques to help them deal with some situa
tions, although commpn, hopefully don't happen every 
day," said Dr. Tony Pfeiffer, Continuing Education coor
dinator. The audience will be asked to participate. · 



OAAC, Stevie T. 
rock College Hour 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
Managing Editor 

The Organization of African American Culture at 
College of the Mainland sponsored a Jam Session in the 
Student Center during College Hour Oct 15. According 
to OAAC sponsor Al Bass, the reason for holding the 
jam was to have a mid-day dance like those held at larg
er, four-year universities. 

DJ Stevie T. from Y 98.5 spun the records that pro
vided the music. Members of the OAAC wore white T
shirts and performed a stepping routine which was chore
ographed by Chichi Sam. 

Bass, who has sponsored the OAAC since 1988, 
said he thought there were about 40 students in the Stu
dent Center specifically for the jam, but other students 
also were there eating lunch. 

The jam was scheduled for just College Hour, but 
due to a late start and just a little overenthusiasm on the 
part of the members of the organization, it didn't begin 
until about 12:45 and lasted until around 2 p.m. 

InterCOM, November 1992, Page 9 

The OAAC may have more noon dances in the fu
ture, but it is not definite. Bass said the "big wrinkle in 
the jam" was that the group was not able to start and end 
on time. Other than that, he felt it was a good exercise 
in working together for OAAC members. 

DJ Stevie T. from radio station Y 98.5 spins the records for the OAAC Jam Session as club members watch. The jam 
was held in the Student Center during College Hour Oct. 15. (Photo by James Mullins) 

OAAC recruiting more, new members, changing 
By THURMAN L. ALDRIGE 
Staff Reporter 

As the world turns, even the most casual observer is 
bound to see constant change. Many changes occur 
~hich can and sometimes do have a profound effect upon 
the future. However, some of these changes are almost 
imperceptible. 

At College of the Mainland, which is celebrating its . 
25th anniversary, change is the name of the game as 
some of its student clubs and organizations continue to 
grow and evolve into what can become local spring
boards for making a better school, community, nation 
and world 

One such student group is the Organization of Afri
can American Culture. Its stated purpose is to inform the 
student body about the African-American culture and to 
increase the social awareness of issues and affairs relating 
to the students and community. 

In fall 1979 COM counselor Leroy August and Dr. 
Warren Dodson, a former COM counselor, founded the 
organization under its first name, People United. Later 
that name was changed to the United Student Society and 
changed again to the Black Student Union before it final
ly became the OAAC spring 1990. 

. When asked the reason for so many changes, COM 

physical education instructor Al Bass, the adviser for the 
group, said the students decide what the name should be. 
"Often it's just a matter of the present-day social cli-
mate." 

When August was asked what a good reason for a 
student to join the OAAC is, he quickly stated, 
"Learning about African-American culture can help one 
to stop running away from reality and instead run to 
change it." 

August's yiew indicates that when people face them
selves, they can better understand their fears, differences, 
problems and strengths. 

They then can formulate rational methods of change 
in order to achieve a better society. 

Current OAAC President Pamela Brown is a single 
mother and computer drafting student who fisrt began at
tending COM in fall 1988. She became involved with 
OAAC in spring 1990. When asked about the group's 
low membership of 35, her face lighted up as she em
phatically declared, "Like everything else that grows, 

that's all going to change in the very near future." 
The OAAC is now holding a membership drive, and 

both August and Brown are quick to point out that the 
organization is open to all races. ' 

They contend that the more multi-ethnic it is, the 
better it will be for_ all at both the college and in the 
community. 

Politics stacks the cards in new game 
By M~1:'f SCOTT Players get prestige points by voting on bills, and 
Adverbsmg Manager from strategical use of Riders, Extra Votes, Scandal, and 

John Hart of Hitchcock is dealing the cards in his fa
vor these days. He is the inventor of an innovative new 
card game about scandal, bribery, and mud-slinging. 
Sound familiar? It should. John's card game is about 
the world of politics. 

"I didn't want to grow up and get a real job, so I de
cided I'd invent games," Hart jokes. 

His game takes the player on a congressional journey, 
in which the object is 

0

to gain political prestige points as 
a congressman on the road to the White House. 

"Basically, the game is based on the congressional 
system and the way bills are voted," Hart said. "But the 
rules are set up so that the average person can learn how 
to play quickly." ,· 

other such tactics. 
Hart conceived the game last February while he was 

attending College of the Mainland. In fact, the first 
copy of his game was created using COM's Computer 
Aided Drafting Laboratory. Once he had worked out the 
rough edges, a company located in Temple contracted to 
package his game. 

Hart had the good fortune of knowing someone who 
was able to have a copy of the game placed intp the right 
hands, that is, if he wants the president of the United 
States to play his game. Apparently, through an ex
change of hands, a copy of the game reached one of the 
first lady's security guards. 

"Hopefully," Hart said, "even the president of the 
United States is playing my game." 

However, getting and keeping dedicated members 
has been a problem. One reason for this is that "COM is 
a small commuter-type school with students that are 
sometimes enrolled for only a semester .or two," Bass 
stated. "Many students also work either full or part time 
and are involved with other clubs and activities. It's a 
matter of priorities and how personal time is allocated." 

Brown concurred but added, "As I see it, this is an 
important organization that can do a lot of good. Some 
people realize this and want to help and become a part of 
iL Some others realize it, but only want to stand back 
and criticize." 

To become a member of the OAAC all one needs to 
do is pay a $5 membership fee and be willing to accept 
others as well as himself. All members have an equal 
voice in the affairs of the ·organization, Brown said. 

Several field trips and other activities are being con
sidered for this school year, including a trip to the Shrine 
of the Black Madonna in Houston and a tour to Atlanta, 
Ga, Bass said. 

Bass stated the main reason he is involved with the 
group as an adviser is that "one day some of these stu
dents will be important leaders, and I want to do what I 
·can to inspire them to excellence." He continued, 
"Students should consider how becoming a member can 
contribute to positive change and help make a better so
ciety." 

The voice of August sounded somewhat like a 
prophet when he said, "As the world turns so must it 
change. However, African-American culture will still re
main American cul~. Many more people will begin to 
understand this in the near future." 

In the words of Brown, ''Prepare for leadership. Join 
the Organization of African American Culture." 

Can power, prestige, and politics be 
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Campus News 
Talent, education, experience equal Dotti Jones 
By JENNIFER CANSLER 
Starr Reporter 

"As long as you are willing to work hard and put 
forth the effort, you can accomplish anything" are words 
Dotti Jones has lived her life by. 

Jones is managing editor of the College of the 
Mainland magazine Broadsides and is an instructor in the 
business department. She teaches two Introduction to 
Business classes, edits Broadsides and "delivers contract 
services as requested to companies in the NASA area" for 
COM. 

In her business classes she has initiated a project to 
give her students an opportunity to understand how to 
apply the principles of business to a real-life scenario. 
Each class, as a team, must market and maybe produce a 
product Jones gives them free rein, but the i,roject must 
be timely and progress reports are turned in. The pro
ceeds of the project go to the business department schol
arship fund. 

As editor of Broadsides, which is published twice 
yearly, not only for COM but for the community, she 
usually takes an issue or topic and allows writers to 
present different views. The articles in the magazine 
come from "anyone she can get them from." Students' 
help is welcome. Her primary goal for Broadsides is to 
instigate action for many of society's problems. The re
sponse she has received has included a local church hold
ing a community forum in reference to an issue, "Chil
dren-struggling for a guiding hand." She also has 
distributed several monetary contributions given to her 
by her readership, to some of the causes presented in the 
magazine. 

One of Jone's achievements at COM is the CAN 
Plan. This plan was funded by the Ford Foundation to 
help students transfer successfully. "Technically the pro
gram is over," but Jones is preparing it to be used on a 
more permanent basis. 

Jones was "home-grown" right here in Texas City. 
Because she "graduated in the days of segregation," she 
attended Booker T. Washington High School instead of 
Texas City High School. Throughout high school she 
focused on music as a career and "really wanted to be a 
jazz musician." 

When she graduated from Booker T., she decided to 
attend Central Connecticut State University in New Bri
tian, Conn. She "had scholarships to all of the black 
universities in Texas," but she, like many young people 
her age, wanted to spread her wings and fly. Her parents 
told her she could go to any school she wanted to as 
long as she had some relatives nearby, thus Connecticut 
was her choice. While at CCSU, she took some music 
classes but interned in New York in the public relations 
fie) d and graduated with a bachelor's degree in marketing 
and a certificate to teach. After she graduated, she came 
back to Texas City and taught a data processing class 
here at College of the Mainland. 

A little less than a year later, Jones decided to take 
the money she had saved and spend a month in Europe. 
On her way home from Europe, she stopped in New 

business program for the New York City school system. 
Jones, still "yearning to be a jazz musician," quit 

her job with the New York Independent School District 
after about a year, and became a professional singer and 
musician in New York and surrounding cities. Though 
she loved being a musician, some of the professors she 
kept in touch with "chided me into coming back to 
school to get my master's." After three years she ended 
her musical career with a singing tour in Sweden. When 
she returned to the States, she began to work toward her 
master's degree in education at Temple University in 
Philadelpha. 

She attended school on a scholarship and volunteered 
at the public television station in Philadelphia. Though 

Dotti Jones, editor of Broadsides and instructor in the 
Division of Business, pauses for photo. 

(Photo by James Mullins) 

York, visited some friends and took a job coordinating a 
her scholarship took care of all of her education, she 

soon realized that she needed money for everyday living 
expenses. When her TV boss, Shelly Karabelle heard 
this, she offered Jones a paid position. Jones was now 
able to remain in a working environment "that I dearly 
loved." 

Jones continued to work at WHYY TV12 while she 
completed her master's and "went right into the doctorate 
program at Temple University." While employed at 
WHYY TV12 she was "fortunate enough to be the spe
cial assi~tant to the director for the first nationally aired 
black public affairs program, which was called Black 
Prospective on the News." This position provided her 
with the opportunity to meet Jesse Jackson and "all of 
the black elected officials at that time." 

Through an agreement, she worked at the station 

only during the fall and spring semesters. During the 

summers, through connections made in Sweden, she 
hosted groups in countries such as Mexico, Guatemala 
and Kenya 

While Jones was working on her doctorate, Karra
belle accepted the position of the director of editorials at 
a radio station owned and operated by CBS. Several 
months later, Karrabelle offered Jones a postion at the 
CBS station as the director of Community Affairs, and 
Jones accepted though it meant giving up her sum~ers 
overseas. 

"It wasn't unusal for a black person to be director of 
community affairs because that was the time that many 
companies were trying to open up and allow blacks to 
have managerial positions," Jones said. 'That was a like
ly place to put them-in community affairs." 

About a year later, Karabelle was moved to the New 
York office .and recommended Jones take over her posi
tion as director of editorials at the CBS station. "It is at 
this point where the story really gets interesting because 
it is unusual for a black to be an editorial writer." In this 
job Jones was responsible for deciding and expressing 
the opinion of all issues that affected CBS' listening 
area. 

After three years, restless and ready for a change, 
Jones decided to join the foreign service. She was admit
ted and trained in Washington D.C. for about a year and 
then was moved to Brazil as assistant cultural attache' 
and the director of the Brazilian Binational Center. 

"One of the highlights of this job was drafting 
(President) Reagan's remarks for his state visit to Bra
zil." After three years in Brazil, she went back to Wash
ington where she had the opportunity to travel "on the 
pre-advance team for Reagan's trip to Portugal." She 
served as the liason from the White House to the World 
Press. While in Portugal, Jones made the decision to 
leave the foreign service, come back to the United States 
and open her own business. 

Her business was called The Professional Develop
ment Center and it served the Washington D. C.
metropolitan area. After working in Virginia for a while, 
herbusiness grew to the point where "it was too much 

for just one person to do and too difficult to find another 
qualified full-time person." After six years of having her 
own enterprise, Jones made the decision to come back 
home to Texas City. She called COM President Larry L. 
Stanley and was hired to teach in 1989.· 

Jones plays the keyboard and serves as the music di
rector at Barbours Chapel in Texas City. 

She is currently working on her dissertation, the last 
step to her doctorate at Temple University. 

One of the most important lessons Jones has learned 
started back when she was refused admittance to Texas 
City High School on the basis of her color. She empha
sizes that to be a good leader-and she does believe that 
she is in a leadership role-one must learn 'about, under
stand and try to indentify, not only with the people he is 
leading, but with those from cultures other than his 
own. 



Business scholarship winners John Court, second from left, and Stephanie Brown, next to him, are presented one
year College of the Mainland scholarships by Dr. Dorothy E. McNutt, chairwoman of the Division of Business, far 
left, and business instructor Gordon Sutter. 

Two business scholarships awarded 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
Managing Editor 

Stephanie Brown and John Court, College of the 
Mainland business students, both won full scholarships 
to COM. The scholarships, along with certificates were 
awarded Oct 1 by Dr. I?<>rothy E. McNutt, chairwoman 
of the Division of Business and business instructor Gor
don Sutter. 

- The scholarships are funded by studentsJuhe Intro
duction to Business class. As part of their grade, each 
student must come up with an idea for a business. Using 
guidelines given to them by their instructor, they go 
into business for themselves. At the end, they reimburse 
themselves for whatever they spent to start the business, 
and the profits go into the business scholarship fund. 

The scholarship, which was started in 1984, is an 
academic one and pays for all of a student's fees, tuition 
and books for a full year. This includes the two summer 
sessions as well as the regular spring and fall semesters. 

To be eligible for the scholarship, which is given to 
the top two students who apply, students must have a 
grade point average of 3.0 or better and must be enrolled 
in 12 hours of credit courses if they are full-time stu
dents or six hQurs if they are parl::time students. 

Brown, who is majoring in accounting, said she was 
"very happy and excited" when she heard she had won the 
scholarship. "I felt it was a gr~t honor." 

She decided to apply after her instructor, Oordon 
Sutter, encouraged her to. "He's a great influence." 

John Court was unreachable for comment. 

Kempner loan funds students' education 
Continued from Page 1-----------

provide interest-free loans to students who wish to con
tinue their education beyond the junior college level. 

The Harris L. Kempner Student Loan Fund will pro
vide a maximum of $1,250 per semester up to $5,000, 
and the loan will be renewed based on an official tran
script, continued need and the student's repayment record. 

To be eligible for the loan, a COM student must be 
planning to transfer as an upperclassman with a mini
mum grade point average of 2.0. Financial need will be a 
consideration in choosing who will receive the loan, but 
"the sincerity, dedication and perserverence of the stu
dents" is what the fund will be concentrating on, Doyle 
said. 

Loan fund policies state that each recipient inust 
have two cosigners and only one may be the student's 
parent The other must be a U.S. citizen, but may not be 
a student or a significant other. Each cosigner must have 

an acceptable credit rating. 
While in college all recipients will be required to 

pay a minimum of $20 per month toward their debt The 
loan is on-line with the credit bureau and if any pay
ments are deliquent more than 30 days, both the student 
and the cosigners will be notified. In the event that a 
payment continues to be delinquent, it may be turned 
over to an attorney for collection. 

After graduation, the students will still pay only 
$20 for six months. At the end of this time a final pro
missory note will be issued with a payment schedule de
signed for repayment of the loan in three years or less de
pending on the amount owed. At the date that the loan 
should be paid in full, any amounts still unpaid will be 
subject to interest rates at 2 percent above the prime rate. 

For information or a loan application please stop by 
the Financial Aid Office located in the Administration 
Building, or call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, 
Ext. 274. 

Survey shows COM tuition lowest in nation 
Continued from Page 11-----------
tion increase at COM. 

The recent news has triggered increased interest in 
enrollment. According to Danaczko, several visitors to 
COM's 25th anniversary celebration asked for catalogs. • 

Fall 1992's enrollment of 4,194 filled many classes 
to capacity and overcrowded some classrooms. "This is 
the largest enrollment we've ever had," said Dr. Robert 
Johnston, registrar and director of Admissions and 
Records. 

Enrollment has grown, steadily since COM owned. 

The two sessions this summer were up by 4 to S percent 
and fall is up another S percent. 

COM has been growing along with the student 
body. The new Industrial Education Building left space 
in the Technical Education Building for new math labs 
that will be ready soon. When the math labs move, there 
will be more space in the Learning Resources Center. 

"As the need for college education escalates," Da
naczko said smiling, "so. will COM's imaginative ways 
to grow." 
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COM celebrates 
25th anniversary 
Continued from Page 1----------
phasized, "It takes the time, talent apd hard work of 
many people to organize such an event" 

The campus was buzzing with volunteers handing 
out packets containing programs of the afternoon's 
events. The celebration provided a forum for displaying 
talents as well as interests in fields, such as astronomy, 
art, drama, physical education and many more. Numer
ous activities beckoned guests to all comers of COM. 

The cosmetology department demonstraded hairsty-

ling techniques in a mock beauty salon set up in the 
Student Center. Visitors could have their pinkies artisti
cally painted and could watch unusual hairstyles being 
created on models. 

Other activities at the Student Center included per
formances by the Brass Guild directed by Koerner, COM 
Singers, directed by James Heffel, and other musical 
presentations which accompanied the cutting of the 25th 
anniversary cake. While enjoying cake and punch, visi
tors could view canoers on Lake Eckert, the duck pond. 

Visitors to COM's Multidisciplinary Computer Lab 
snapped to attention when a computer voice welcomed 
them. The first 25 received a free computer disk in a spe
cial jacket sporting COM's 25th anniversary logo. 

Young MCL guests received a bookmark along with 
a chance to make faces. Funny Face captivated children 
as they moved face parts around a computer screen with a 
mouse to make potato head-type faces. 

Other computers were up and running and ready for 
curious visitors to test drive. A hypercard stack designed 
by MCL specialist Rose Jenkins guided visitors on a 
walking tour of COM and its programs. 

A video laser disk collection of Van Gogh's works 
also was displayed in the MCL. It illustrated how tech
nology has embraced many aspects of the world. 

More-than 200 guests experienced the fun and ex
citement of computers, said MCL supervisor Phyllis 
Thibodeaux. 

COM Fire Academy cadets demonstrated high-angle 
rapelling from the top of the Leaming Resource Center. 
Most spectators seemed nervous watching them, wonder
ing aloud if they would want to attempt such a feat 

Just as exciting were the firefighting cadets who 
climbed up a 40-foot ladder held upright and steadied by 
ropes tightly held by other cadets. As each cadet reached 
the top, he climbed over the ladder; then on the way 
down, hooked his legs in the rungs and leaned backward. 

Later in the afternoon Jim Higgins, director of Plan
ning and Development, announced the photo contest 
winners at the gazebo. Winning photos were on display 
in the Administration Building. 

Winning categories were color, and black and white 
prints. Gr~d-prize winner Carol ~- Casper took home a 
35mm Fuji Discovery 1000 Zoom Data Camera. First
place winner was Jodi Case; second-place winner, Linda 
Brown; and third-place winner, Hana Chas. 

Black and white first-place winner was James Mul
lins; second-place winner, Sherwood P. McCall; and 
third-place winner, Shery L. Andreason. 

Honorable mentions went to Linda Brown, Casper, 
Terrylyn L. Lillie and Mullins. 

Higgins' quick humor kept the audience laughing as 
he presented the door prizes which included: a Photura 
camera kit, a Dillard's $50 gift certificate, T-shirts, two 
season passes to COM Arena Theatre, a business calcu
lator and many other gifts donated by COM supporters. 

After the door prize presentation people continued to 
enjoy the open house visiting a senior citizens art and 
craft display, an exhibit of the history of nursing and 
various demonstration in the gym. 

Visitors to the.library could browse through bound 
volumes of newspaper clippings and photos chronicling 
COM's 25 years of history in the making. Another at
traction was a video of COM's role in space. lnterCOM 
had a visual layout of how the newspaper is put togeth
er, plus six volumes of the last six years of lnterCOM. 

A visit to COM's 2Sth anniversary celebration was 
an education- in itself. 
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• Whats appen1ng 

Students enter COM library to study, go to classes on mezzanine or browse. Delores Dutton waits at the front d_esk 
to check out books. (Photo by James Mulhns) 

Instructors give writing help in CAVE 
By OLIVER BARTLETT 
Staff Reporter 

Are you having trouble with your research paper? 
Are you having difficulty deciphering the old English 
writings of William Shakespeare? Do you need help un
derstanding the word processor that your work has to be 
done on? All of these and other problems can be solved 
at the CAVE. 

For a number of years the College of the Mainland 
English teachers have been organized by Dr. William T. 
Spillar, chairman of the Division of Arts and Humani
ties, to help students with their academic difficulties. 
The Center for Academic and Vocational Enrichment of
fers one-to-one tutorials and general assistance in reading 
and writing. 

All of the English instructors are well versed in all 
areas of writing, grammar and spelling, but each also has 
his or her own specialty. Brenda Brown can help with 
literary research. Thomas Carter can help organize your 

research paper. Dr. Carolyn Hartnett's specialty is tech-

nical writing and critical thinking. Brett Jarrett can assist 
in writing compositions on the computer. Jo Ann Pevo
to specializes in interpreting literature and the process of 
writing. Ouida Sanmann helps in the humanities and 
general literature. 

The CA VE is located in two areas depending on the 
time. Overall hours are Monday through Thursday from 
9:30 a.m. until 5 p.m. with a small break from 12:30 to . 
2p.m. 

From 9:30 to 10:50 a.m. the CA VE is located in 
the Learning Resource Center on the library mezzanine. 
From 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. it is located in L-248. However, 
Pevoto who handles the CA VE Monday from 2 to 5 
p.m. will be found on the mezzanine. 

All of the instructors are willing to help any student 
who comes in. 

'This service has been successful in the past and 
will continue to be if the students continue to utilize the 
facilities," said Brenda Brown, English instructor. 

A schedule of CA VE activities can be found in the 
English department, in suite B of the LRC, or on the li
brary mezzanine. 

Students oppose possible food, drinks ban 
Continued from Page 1-----------

Dr. Pope first brought the issue up for discussion 
Oct. 2 after receiving complaints from COM's custodial 
staff, who reported problems with · cleaning up food and 
drinks left undiscarded or spilled in the college buildings. 

At the Oct. 20 meeting Dr. Pope was assigned to 
find a solution to the problem. 

"It is costing the college extra funds to clean up af
ter students, and the custodians are given more of a bur
den," Dr. Pope stated. 

"No policy has yet been passed, but I presented a 
policy that would prohibit eating and drinking in class
rooms entirely," Dr. Pope stated. He also emphasized 
that the policy, whatever it will be, would not be en
forced immediately after it is passed. 

Another reason a new food and drink policy is be
ing discussed in the senate, Dr. Pope said is that the col
lege has spent a large amount of money on carpeting and 

furnishing all college buildings. 
Students responses to Dr. Pope's proposed policy 

were, in general, negative. 

"I do not think it is a good idea for the administra
tion to prohibit eating and drinking in classrooms," 

COM student Vickie Fifer said. "There is not a policy to 
stop me now, and I believe that almost any student you 
talk to would agree that sometimes you don't have time 
before or between classes to get something to eat or 
drink." 

COM student Jimmy Stanfield said: " This is com
munity college and is supposed to be a relaxed and in
formal atmosphere for teachers and students. I enjoy be
ing able to wear shorts and muscle shirts to class and 
drinking a Coke while I'm in class." 

When Dr. Pope was asked why the policy would 
prohibit eating and drinking in only classrooms and not 
in faculty and administrative meeting areas, he responded 
that there is a difference between work areas and class
rooms. 

"Work areas are for people working eight hours in 
the same area every day," Dr. Pope said. "The classroom 
should not be considered a social environment. If I were 
an instructor, I would want my students to get down to 
business and leave the food and drinks outside my class
room." 

COM President Larry L. Stan\ey expressed a much 
different view. "I believe that if the students and staff act 
responsibly to keep better care of the classrooms as well 
as the campus, this problem will resolve itself." 

Brown Bag series 
focuses on women 
By ALICE RUSSELL 
Staff Reporter 

What happens when you put a 5-year-old in a 25-
year-old body? You end up with thoughts of "I'm not 
good enough," pr "What if they find out what I'm really 
like?" and a life \hat just doesn't work. It's a very real 

problem lived by countless women every day. 
The Turning Recovery into Growth seminar on Oct. 

8 explored this and other problems. It was a part of the 
Brown Bag Series offered by College of the Mainland. 
The series is designed to help women discover how their 
past influences the present and what can be done about 
it. 

The program, begun by Barbara Crews, a COM 
counselor who handles non-traditional jobs and works in 
the Admissions and Records Office, has been helping 
COM students for more than a decade. Participants meet 
during College Hour about once a month in the Student 
Center. Notices are placed around campus a week or so 
before, particularly in the women's rest rooms. Crews, 
also the mayor of Galveston, said that specifically target
ing a particular audience was an idea she had learned at a 
conference. 

The programs are targeted at women and the issues 
they face when returning to school. Many of the prob
lems are uniquely female because women tend to take 
more of a victim role in response to trauma. 

"Males more often vent their frustration and anger 
on others while women internalize their feelings and beat 
themselves up," explained Janice M. Heckman, family 
therapist with Family Service Center of Galveston. 
Sometimes men can and do benefit from the sessions, 
and there have been male participants at times, according 
to Crews. 

The overall goals of the program are established by 
Crews and the individual seminars are developed by the 
contractor, Heckman. 

At the Turning Recovery into Growth session Heck
man explained how a traumatic event during childhood 
cah halt emotional growth at that stage in life. The re
sul.t - a child hidden within who processes feelings and 
formulates reactions with coping skills normal to that 
age. These traumatized children often grow up with three 
basic rules- don't talk, don't trust and don't feel. 

Messages like "It's not OK to talk about problems" 
or "It's selfish to care about yourself," and "Do as I say 
not as I do" reinforce the rules, cause further confusion 
and the development of inappropriate coping skills. 
Women become trapped in that mode and will continual
ly recreate the familiar to fit their coping skills that 
don't work. 

Fear of abandonment, lack of personal boundaries, 
emotional isolation, inability to trust, low self-esteem 
and.all or nothing thinking we.re identified by Heckman 
as symptoms that perpetuate the problems. 

Exploring the past and discovering the events that 
led to the dysfuntions are the keys to overcoming the 
problems. Heckman's seminars give participants a place 
to learn new ideas and discover what is holding them 
back. It's also a safe place where participants can identify 
with others who share similar problems. 

Heckman closed the session with simple directions 
- accept yourself, deal with the pain from the past, 

work to resolve it and build new skills to replace old 
ones that do not work. 

The next seminar, scheduled for Nov. 19, 12:30 
p.m. in Room SC-217 of the Student Center, will ad
dress domestic and family violence. 
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COM board OKs negotiations with Saudis 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Staff Reporter 

An issue that has brought much controversy to Col
lege of the Mainland faculty and staff is the possibility 
of a contract between COM and the Saudi Consolidated 
Electric Company to train personnel. The COM Board of 
Trustees unanimously approved of a continuation of ne
gotiations with SCECO at the Dec. 3 meeting. 

COM social science professor and senate member 
Robert L. Young stated, "It troubles me that the mem
bers of the board that are supposed to have much busi
ness sense and support labor interests would unanimous
ly approve further negotiations for COM to deal with 
SCECO without even having a discussion within the 
board about the issue." 

COM photography instructor Mona Marshall, who 
called a meeting Dec. 3 to draw up a petition in protest 

Hard at work, student assistant Marquieta Sam straightens the merchandise after a busy day in the College of the 
Mainland Bookstore. · (Photo by Alice Russell) 

Cosmetology focuses on quality 
By DONNA MYERS 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland cosmetology program 
has grown steadily in both registration and reputation 
since its beginning Sept. 19, 1988. 

The program provides a high-level, quality education 
focused on producing professional cosmetologists. The 
goal is to meet consumer demand, while offering a crea
tive, challenging and financially rewarding opportunity 
for students. 

Since its opening, approximately 200 students have 
completed the program. "Our record clearly indicates the 
quality of this program," said cosmetology instructor 
Connie Foster. "Our students have a 98 percent passing 
rate, which has remained true for the last four and a half 
years, with 2 percent scoring 100 percent." She added, 
"Achieving 100 percent on the state exam is difficult." 

Students have the choice of a one-year certificate 
program or a two-year cosmetology program leading to 
an associate in applied science degree. 

After completing the first year of the two-year pro-

gram, students are eligible to take the state exam for a 
Texas cosmetology license. The second year focuses on 
teaching the operating and management principles of 
running a beauty salon. The two year program is de
signed for the student whose goal it is to become an in
dependent business person. 

"The two-year program provides the student with 
more opportunities," Foster said. "Career opportunities 
include working for a large corporation or manufacturer 
marketing their cosmetic line, (or as) a marketing repre
sentative for a particular product or an educator. 

"If a student wants to expand in one particular field, 
the vendors used by COM will, upon accbptance, educate 
the student (thereby) providing the opportunity to move 
up in management positions," Foster said 

Before acceptance, the student must pass vigorous 
tests prepared by the vendor. "All of our students that 
have pursued this avenue have been accepted in these 
programs," Foster said. "We attribute the success of 
these applicants to the fact that we offer such a well
rounded program." 

See Cosmetology Page 11 

of the negotiations said that the board. should have con
sidered more faculty interests in their decision. 

"rm very disappointed with the board's•decision con
cerning the negotiations between COM and SCECO," 
Marshall stated. "I understand the need for COM to be on 
the lookout for new income opportunities, but I also 
would like to see the administration make a devout com-

See Saudi Page 11 

Bookstore changes 
format for spring 
By ALICE RUSSELL 
Staff Reporter 

The bookstore format has been rewritten according 
to Lois Slawson, manager of the bookstore at College of 
the Mainland COM has grown by leaps and bounds, but 
the bookstore, located in the Student Center, has re
mained essentially unchanged for the 17 years that Slaw
son has been there. 

COM students think it's time for a change. That's 
what they told Dr. William T. Spillar, chairman of the 
Division of Arts and Humanities, in September. More 
than 200 students responded to Dr .. Spillar's request for 
comments, with 28 citing problems at the bookstore. 
Students said the lines were too long, the prices were too 
high and that it was difficult to locate required books. 

Dr. Henry Pope, dean of College and Financial Ser
vices, David Rae, comptroller, and Slawson met to ex
amine the problems and develop some solutions. 

Since book prices are set by the publishers, they 
cannot be changed. COM bookstore mark-up is 17 per
cent, while 25 percent or more is the rule at many other 

See Bookstore Page 11 

,, 

COM cosmetology student Nickey Fowler, who will 
graduate in January, relaxes Susan's hair. 

(Photo by-Alice Ru~II) 



Page 2, December 1992, InterCOM 

Editorials/News 

SAB members pose with the new officers at the Nov. 24 meeting. Office_rs from first row left are Presid~nt H~idi 
Kulick Vice President Thaddeus Pratt, Co-sports Chairwoman Tonya Newell and Secretary Cynthia Wmn. 
Memb~s abd officers from second row left are Historian Andrea Menc;lellin, Co-treasurer S_herry Shannon, ~o
spea)[er Chairwoman Danya Tieken, Co-sports Chairman Ken Barber, Pa~Jonte, Emmer1ck Jacob, Jenname 
Martin, Mark Potter, Debra Hodge, Robert Padilla, Co-speaker Chairwoman Susan Roberts,Andy D' Abergo, 
Jenne Spann, Idris Shaik, Ora Lu Lady. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Bass hears students' complaints 
By CHRIS PETERS 
Starr Reporter 

This fall's second College of the Mainland Question 
and Answer Session with Dean Bass was held Dec. 2 in 
the Administration Building with 20 people attending. 

Dr. Don Bass, dean of Instruction and Student De
velopment, started the meeting by announcing that an 
outlet for the microwave had been installed in the cafete
ria. Now the microwave is available for all to use. He 
also said that three new outside tables are ready to be 
placed around campus wherever the Student Activites 
Board members feel they would be most needed. 

Dr. Bass then opened the floor to questions. The 
first question concerned day care for students' children. A 
mother said she would appreciate day care in the sum
mer. She said she didn't understand why the day care has 
room for only 46 children. She wanted the day care to be 
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expanded so that it could handle the children whose var
ents attend COM. Dr. Bass explained that the day care in 
the Technical Education Building is for the Child Devel
opment students to study children and is not a day care 
centec for the children of COM students. However. he did 
agree that COM needs a separate day care for the children 
of students. 

Another day care problem presented concerned traf
fic congestion caused by parents picking up their chil
dren. One mother explained that it takes only a few min
utes to enter the building. talk to the teacher and pick up 
the child. People frequently park in front of the day care 
and run in causing a back-up of cars. Dr. Bass suggested 
that the area in q~estion could perhaps be designated a no 
parking area during the times when parents pick or drop 
off children. · 

Another issue was a complaint about the math book 
for MATH 0310. The student with this complaint stated 
that math already takes too much time. and that the book 
fonnat takes a student through the course too slowly. 

Another point was the lack of communication on 
the campus. Several students felt that not enough places 
exist where a student can find information about events. 
One student suggested a public address system be placed 
in classrooms. Dr. Bass replied that COM President Lar
ry L. Stanley would not approve this. He did, however. 
suggest that the college invest in some small electronic 
billboards to be placed over various door-ways in the 
buildings. 

Some students were also upset about having to pay 
$3 to have their ID card stamped for a new semester. 
They want a new card if they have to pay $3. Dr. Bass 
explained that the money is put into a fund to pay for 
the use of the facilities at COM. 

SAB sponsor Maryann Urick took the problems out 
of a suggestion box and read them out loud. The SAB 

· had placed the box in the Student Center near the cafete
ria line. These suggestions included more classes for 
working students as well as a suggestion that classes 
should be held earlier in the morning and later at night 

A question from the suggestion box asked could any 
student start a club. Urick stated that any student may 
start a club and all he needs is. a motive for one. · 

The next Question and Answer Session is set for 
Feb. 11 during College Hour. 

Houston radio hype 
lowers quality level 

What radio station do you listen to? 
How many thousands of times have you heard that 

question asked after some stupid little contest on the ra
dio? 

Today's most popular. or should I say most prof
itable, radio stations live on hype like these little con
tests. "Call in and win big money." says one station. 
"We have two tickets for the ninth caller." says another 
station. These are ploys to get more listeners. 

Radio stations depend on advertising revenue to 
make their profits. The problem with today's radio is 
that the stations are depending on this mindless hype to 
get listeners. They have virtually abandoned the idea of 
quality entertainment The hype brings in the listeners 
and they are quickly saturated with ads. I have heard 
stretches of more than 10 minutes of just ads and con
tests to be followed by a song that I really didn't want to 
hear in the first place. 

Houston's situation is just as sad as every other ma
jor city's in the United States. Our top stations. MAGIC 
102 and POWER 104. are incredibly dependent on oover
tising. As a result we are constantly bombarded with 
commercials. 

I believe the way to fix this problem is to create 
more stations that are less dependent on advertising to 
make a profit Houston has several publicly funded radio 
stations. Many of them play gospel or classical music. 
These may not necessarily ~ the most mainstream 
fonns of entertainment in the world. but they do have an 
audience. These stations are not as well known as the 
larger, privately owned. ad-driven radio stations, but they 
do have a follo\\ing and create their own profits by hold
ing fund-raising events. Many of these stations have en
joyed a quiet success for many years. 

The only problem is that there are not enough of 
these stations. There are still many f onnats that have 
little or no representation in HoustoQ. Alternative music 
and jazz have very little exposure on the Houston air
waves. Also. many talented bands aren't getting a chance 
because the major stations are afraid of losing their spon
sors. 

The idea is to provide something for everyone. or at 
least it should be. Right now Houston radio is very lop
sided and will continue to be ·as long as stations are de
pendent on oovertising. 
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Important deadlines: 
financial aid, graduation 
By JENNIFER CANSLER 
Staff Reporter 

Students who are planning to transfer to a four-year 
university in fall 1993 need to make note of the upcom
ing deadlines for loan and scholarship applications and 
graduation. 

The deadline for the Harris L. Kempner Loan Fund 
is Jan. 25. Applications can be obtained from the Finan
cial Aid Office in the Administration Building and 
should be returned there. Conditions of the loan are: a 
student must be planning to transfer as a junior to a 
four-year university, must have a GPA of 2.0 or above, 
and must present need. 

Another scholarship directed toward transferring stu
dents is the Herbert Stallworth Scholarship. This schol
arship is solely for students graduating from College of 
the Mainland with an associate's degree in education and 
with the intention of continuing at a four-year universi
ty. The scholarship is $300 annually and as with the 
Kempner Loan, applications should be obtained from and 
returned to the Financial Aid Office. The deadline for ap
plications is Feb. 15. 

Students who intend to graduate in May can begin 
the application process now. Applications for graduation 
are available in the Admissions Office and must be sub
mitted by March 12. 

According to Page 95 of the COM '92-'93 catalog, 
in order to graduate students must have: 

• completed all of CO M's entrance requirements, 
• completed all course requirements of desired degree 

with minimum GPA of 2.0. 
• completed at least 18 hours of 2000 (sophomore) 

level courses, 
• completed at COM at least one-half of all required 

courses, 
• cleared all financial obligations to COM. 
Students will be notified by mail if their application 

for graduation has been approved. Upon approval the stu
dents must go by the bookstore to order their cap and 
gown. The cap and gown is free of charge and the last 
day for ordering them is April 15. 

Creative energy flows 
in COMArtAssociation 
By AMY TAFT 
Staff Reporter 

For those students looking for a way to vent their 
creative energy, the Art Association at College of the 
Mainland may be that way. 

The Art Association, sponsored by art instructor 
Mona Marshall, offers a wide range of activities for the 
creative at heart. Association activities include trips, 
fund-raisers and workshops featuring guest speakers. 
Roughly 35 students determine who the guest speakers 
will be, assuring that the different areas of the fine arts 
department are represented, Marshall said. 

The association participated in the COM 25th anni
versary celebration with an art sale which brought in 
$739 for students' pottery, drawings, paintings and pho
tos, said Shannon Mateer, Art Association vice presi
dent 

Other past activities included a trip to the University 
of Texas at Austin where members attended gallery 
shows. The association also sponsored the Relief Print 
Making lecture and demonstration at which Gary Wash
man of Texas Woman's University in Denton spoke on 
Nov. 12. 

The association's upcoming activity is a spring art 
sale at which members hope to be as successful a.-. they 
were in the fall art sale. 

Association meetings are on various Thursdays at 
12:30 p.m. in the Fine Arts Building. For more infor
mation contact sponsor Mona Marshall at (409) 938-
1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 424. 
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Christmas too commercialized 

Melani 
Thom~son, 

Well, here it is, that time of year again. The holiday 
season is here. Turkeys are hiding, trees are losing their 
leaves-even the pine trees-mice are stirring so they can 
stop on Christmas Eve. . 

I hate the way holidays have become so comm~rcial
ized. Some people don't even bother to remember the 
purpose of Christmas. It's just a day for turkey and 
presents to them. Then again, some people refuse to be
lieve it's possible to have fun and still be religious. 

A friend of mine has an aunt who has told her chil
dren that there is no Santa Claus. She did this because 
she feels that it is not fair to tell her children as they get 
older that there is no Santa after telling them while they 
are little that there is one. Also, she would rather have 
them know the truth upfront 

A lot of children think Christmas is all about 
presents. My friend's cousins will tell you what Christ
mas is really about in a heartbeat. They set me straight 
about it when I asked what Santa was bringing them one 
year. I was firmly told that there is no Santa; Christmas 
is about Jesus being born. The middle child, however, 
told me that she does believe in Santa. I'm not sure 
whether she meant it, or if she was just playing along 
with me. Gift-giving originally represented the gifts that 
the wisemen gave to the infant Jesus, and God's gift to 
man in the form of his only son. 

I believe that it is fine for a child to believe in Santa 
up to a certain point When the child figures out for 
himself that there is no Santa, then you let him help car
ry on the tradition for his siblings or cousins or whatev
er. My mother and grandparents still put "from: Santa" 
on most of the gift tags. Even when I was little, before I 
stopped believing in Santa Claus, the writing on the 
packages always looked familiar. 

Of course, part of the reason some people and many 
• children think that Christmas is all about presents is be

cause of how manufacturers use television to promote 
their products. 

Advertisers prey on an individual's perceived need to 
have a product Children are an easy target for their bait 

Toy commercials are targeted at children. Advertisers 
have children from TV shows and movies who they 
know will be recognized by Susie and Billy promote a 
certain toy. They count on the Billys and the Susies, 
seeing their favorite stars playing with a $50 toy, to ask 
their parents for the item. I know this because I used to 
do it. Now that I buy my own "toys," such as stereos, 
video games and other electronic baubles, I know that 
$50 is overpriced for some of the things I used to want. 
This makes me question whether what I want is really 
worth the asking price. 

But the perceived need for advertised items is not the 
only area television has influenced. 

Before TV became such a pervasive presence in our 
lives, Christmas and Thanksgiving were times of togeth
erness for families. People socialized for entertainment. 
Children knew they were loved because their parents told 
them. 

Some parents now don't realize the value of that 
little three-word phrase: I love you. They think that if 
they buy their child the newest, hottest, top-of-the-line 
toy he will know that his parents love him. Often, this 
is a new toy the parent has seen once or twice on TV. It 
reminds the parent of something he wanted as a child but 
never got, so he buys it for his child hoping that his 
child will enjoy it as mdch as he might have. 

In my family togetherness has not deteriorated like 
it has in some families, and presents aren't used solely to 
say "I love you," 

Christmas has always been special with my family. 
We all, and I do mean all (there are 58 of us), go to my 
great-grandmother's house one day about a week before 
Christmas. Her five children, their spouses, their chil
dren and their spouses, and other family members show 
up and bring a dish-main course, side dish, or dessert
and then between 12:30 and 1 p.m., we all dig in. 

After all have eaten for a couple of hours, we sit and 
talk about whatever comes up--whatever's going on next 
year, something that happened 20 years ago, or what so
and-so did and why. However, between eating and talk
ing, there is the ritual passing out of the gifts. Mamaw, 
my great-grandmother, buys inexpensive gifts for the 
kids. It isn't a lot, but. it's the thought that counts, and 
the 10 to 15 kids that Mamaw buys for know she loves 
them, with or without a present 

Happ13 Hollida13S -from, the paper peoplle 
. ·' 
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Features/Entertainment 
Lee's .movie X : · 
must-see for all 

By JEFF KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

Prior to the release of Spike Lee's new mo
vie, X, Channel 8 aired a documentary Nov. 17 on 
Malcolm X's life that provided a platform for 
comparison. The documenuuy. El Hajj Malik El 
Shabazz. was written and produced by Gil Nobl~: . 
It made its tekwision debut more than 20 years 
ago. 

According to Spike Lee's movie, Malcolm, 
played by Penzel WashingtOn, learns about Elijah 
Muhammed. (the leader of the ~lack Muslim 
movement in America in the 19S0's known as. the 
Nation of Islam)~ from a fellow prison inmate. 
The inmate instructs Malcolm in the teachings of 
Muhammed and~ him to read. , 

This contradict$ tbe documentary which re· 
ports that ·Malcolm learned about Muhanuned 
from letters and frequent visits from one of his 
brothers while in prison. Malcolm's brother ex-
plained to him that the white race was the cause of 
all his problems. The documentary refers to Mal~ 
colm's life refonnailon and his conversion to !S* 
lam as "self-edifying." 

In Malcolm;s earlier public speeches his ha
tred toward the white race wu extreme.. He called 
thero "the white devil." Malcolm~ sep~~ 
tism. stating in(fo_e~h.thatt!we (tbe·b¥ki··. 
race) don't want W be aro'11ld that old pale thing.~ 
He added, "We don\ want to integrat.e with that 
old pale thing ... 

. tee presented a milder_ version of tbe ~ty 
Malcolm. He downplayed Malcolm's hatred toward 
while people and hia criticism. of Dr. Martin 1:-u* 
ther King Jr .. and focused on his me~e of the 
black man's plight in America. 

For the m~tpart, however, ~ presented·'9 
accurat.e account of Malcolm's lite . .Most of tli 
movie's inaccQtaC;ies. such as the prison seen; . 
and a few others mentiooe.d by Malcolm's we: 
Betty Shabazz, in an interview on MTV. were 
purely for entertainment ~- .... 

Wbeo Malcolm returned from his pil~ 
w•Mecca•in 1964. he had changed his pei-spectlve 
oo King and stopped blaming 4'e white raee, u a 
group~ for the injustice$ against the black man~ 
Considering this and Lee's public concern fer~ 

· :,~1; ~~t:i:;:a:ra:t!111l/ 
ceived. · .·.·.· 

Another strength of the film is the way Lee 
presents the conflict that existed between Mal
CQ}m's religion and bis hwnan rights message.11'" 
lam is a religion that believes in male superiori* 
ty, so when Malcolm preached about equality. it 
was for men. Lee presents this irony in a scene 
with Mohammed explaining a woman's place ~ ··· 
the Nation oUslam. . .••··••·•·• .... 

.... The messagel received froDl wa«:hing·timi > 
two films was oot conttadictory. They show that 
Malcolm was not preaching violence. He did not 
promote drug use .or disrespect of the law. His 

· sermons were abput i:especting an individual's 
rigbu. discriminalion and self-respect through .,e,
ligion. And just like Mahatma Ghandi and King. 
Malcolm died for iL 

Washingion and At Freeman Jr .• as Mu* 
hammed, give intoxicatipg performances in ~! 
~ sceqes are ·~!'U constructed. h~lping the ~Im · 
move quickly. Evep with the excessive hype, dlis 
movie stands on its merit and should I» oo every*· 

· one's viewing listno matttt what bis skin.color 
maybe. 

Mother Superior, Sister Mary Regina (Candice Hill-Kirkland), and Mistre~ of Novices, Sister Mary Horbert 
(Cheryl Maul), disco~ the variety show being put on by the Little Sisters of Hoboken in College of the Mainland 
Arena Theatre's production of Nunsense. (Photo courtesy of the theater department) 

COM'sNunsense inspired from above 
By AMY TAFT 
Staff Reporter 

Along with a delightful story line, the musical com
edy features a wide range of talent Candice Hill-Kirkland 
provides an unconventional perfonnance as Sister Mary 

Are you ready for a laugh? Or are you looking to Regina. the beloved Mother Superior. Cheryl Maul 
chase away those college blues before the holidays start? gives an amusing portrayal of Sister Mary Hubert, who 
College of the Mainland Arena Theatre has the answer: is the gentle yet firm counterpart of Mother Superior, 
chase away your blues with the "habit-fonning" laughter serving as Mistress of Novices. 
of Nunsense showing through Nov. 22 with a break for Sister Mary Robert Anne. the street-smart nun 
Thanksgiving. Shows resume Dec. 3 and run through played by Aimee Langlois, is living proof that not all 
Dec. 13. nuns are "holier than thou." Vicki Gedosch is Sister 

Nunsense. a musical comedy, opens as a talent Mary Amnesia, the nun without a clue to who she is or 
show being put on by the Order of the Little Sisters of from where she crune. Sister Mary Leo, the sweet, danc-
Hoboken of Hoboken. N.J., in an effort to raise money ing nun, is portrayed by Andree Langlois. At certain per-
to cover burial costs of four sisters. After the untimely fonnances Becky Jones plays the part of Sister Mary 
passing of 52 of their sisters who ate bad vichyssoise Leo. 

(potato soup). the Little Sisters of Hoboken are left with Be sure to check out Nunsense before the chance 
only enough money to cover the cost of burying 48 
nuns, leaving them in desperate need of cash. dances away. 

Nunsense, directed by Reggie Schwander, offers a This holiday special shows Friday and Saturday 
comical look at the life of nuns through its delightful nights at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. For ticket in-
song-and-dance routines. The production also offers snap- fonnation call (409) 938-1211, or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 

· py dialogue and cute one-liners. 345. 

Groupies, no limit to what they'll _do 
By KIM MITCHELL mela ~es Barres, known as Miss Pamela, ru:1 mfamous 
Assistant Editor groupie of the 1960s. Des Barres was qwte famous 

among band members and was sought after sexually by 
them. She relates all this in her book, I'm with the 
Band. 

Groupies are girls who will do anything to meet 
their favorite rock band. There is no limit to what they 
will do sexually or drug-wise to reach their main goal 
which is to party with the band. Some groupies follow 
the bands around, but most are territorial and stick with
in their own towns. 

Girls have always flocked to see bands as far back 
as the '20s, but groupies didn't become recongwible as a 
group or even a subculture until the Beatles hit the mu
sic scene in the early '60s. 

In order to meet a rock star, groupies often have to 
land a backstage pass. Sometimes the price to get in in
cludes sex with the road crew, security guards or anyone 
else able to hand out passes. 

"I was a hopeless romantic and I fell madly, pas
sionately, obsessivley, insanely in love with these peo
ple (rock stars). And they would rule my life," said Pa-

The Groupies Side 
The reasons why women become groupies vary. "In 

junior high, you were either in the honor society, in the 
band or a cheerleader, and I never fit any of those molds," 
Connie Hamzy, known as Sweet Connie, told MfV in 
the 1989 documetary,Behind the Stage Door: The Grou
pie Story. "I sort of found my niche backstage." 

The fame of Hamzy goes far beyond that of most 
groupies from '60s. Grand Funlc Railroad, a rock group 
of the '60s and '70s, immortalized her in their 1973 
song, "We're an American Band." Though Hamzy ~ 
been a grade school teacher for a number of years, she is 

still a groupie. 
See Groupie Page 5 



COM opens exhibit; 
Relief Printmaking 
By JAMES MULLINS 
Photography Editor 

Opening night for the Contemporary Relief Print
making exhibit at the College of the Mainland Art Gal
lery, Nov. 12, featured speaker Gary Washmon of Texas 

• Woman's University in Denton. The exhibit runs 
through Dec. 18. 

Washmon showed slides and spoke on the tech
niques of relief printmaking. "One example of Relief 
Printmaking consists of carving out a piece of wood 
with various tools to create a swface design in relief. 
That subsequently is inked," Washmon said. "After this, 
paper or cloth is applied to the inked swface. thereby 
transferring the ink from the wood onto the paper." The 
next day, Nov. 13, Washmon demonstrated relief print
making in a workshop. 

After the opening presentation in F-117 a reception 
followed in the art gallery (both located in the Fine Arts 
Building) where the audience viewed the exhibit that fea
tured the works of 23 artists from both the United States 
and abroad. 

The printmaking exhibit was set up through the 
cooperation of Dr. Richard Lizza. director of the COM 
Art Gallery, with well-known relief printmaker Roy Ra
gle, who curated the exhibit. 

A curator "determines what type of art will be 
shown and the artists whose works will be shown," Dr. 
Lizza said. "The curator's goal or aim in bringing togeth
er a select group of works is to establish a thesis, or 
connecting thread, among the pieces chosen for exhibi
tion. Roy's idea was to bring together printmakers, all 
working in the area of relief printmaking. This includes 
wood block and linocuts." 

Because Ragle couldn't attend the opening due to be
ing housebound for medical reasons, Dr. Lizza assisted 
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COM art instructor James Templer (far left), COM Art Gallery Director Dr. Richard Lizza, art instructor Mona 
Marshall and Publication Specialist Mary Vaughan view a relief prints in the COM Art Gallery exhibit of relief 
print making Nov.12. The exhibit runs through Dec.18. (Photo by James Mullins) 

with the mechanics of the actual installation of the 
works. 

"This show is extraordinary in that, the prints are 
unusually oversized and technically unorthodox when 
compared to traditional means of printmaking," Dr. Liz
za said. "Printmakers have traditionally worked on a 
smaller scale. 

"Roy Ragle is a highly esteemed printmaker work
ing in San Francisco," Dr. Lizza added. "He received his 
MFA from the San Francisco Art Institute in May of 
1984 and later taught at San Fransisco State University." 
Dr. Lizza also stated that Ragle was awarded the James 
D. Phelan Art Award, "one of the most prestigious 
awards issued to printmakers," in both 1975 and 1983; 

he also was the recipient of a San Francisco Foundation 
Grant in 1984. Ragle's works are included in the perma
nent collections of the Palace of the Legion of Honor in 
San Francisco, the Oakland Musemn in Oakland, Calif., 
and the Library of Congress 1n Washington, D.C. He 
has exhibited widely both in the United States and 
abroad. 

"Since he is housebound, Ragle has collected jour
nal literature about printmakers worldwide and has esta
blished a network with numerous printmakers." Dr. Liz
za said. Because of this network he was able to put 
together such an extraordinary show for COM. 

The gallery is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. 

Groupie backstage sex with bands commonplace 
Continued from Page 4----------

"Why not? Music, excitement, go.od looking 
men .. .it was a party," Barbara Sanders told MTV in the 
same 1989 documentary. Sanders, no longer a groupie 
recently told Nathan Woffard, "My feet don'i know where 
the front doors of a concert hall are (now)." Sanders is 
now a secretary in Los Angeles but admits she wouldn't 
trade her groupie days for anything. "I did feel used a 
couple of times, but you get used to that" 

Des Barres said in I'm With the Band, "The goal was 
to marry one (a rock star). of course." Although public 
opinion of groupies hasn't been very high, Des Barres 
didn't mind the pointing and whispering that went on. "I 
didn't have a lot of friends until a concert came around." 

She was one of the lucky few groupies to reach her 
goal. In 1975 she married solo artist Michael Des 
Barres. 

Pamela Des Barres also was idolized by millions of 
females because she dated Jimmy Page of Led Zepplin 
and then unknown actor Don Johnson. "I wouldn't do 
now what I did then because it's just too dangerous," Des 
Barres said in 1989 in the MTV documentary. She was 
referring to the threat of AIDS. 

In 1969, a set of groupies known as the Plaster Cas
ters came into being. Their leader known only as Cyn
thia "Plaster Caster," became infamous for making plas
ter casts of the male reproductive organ in an aroused 
state. This stemmed from a high school ceramics class 
~signment in which Cynthia made her first cast of gui-

tarist Jimi Hendrix's genitalia. She actually placed the 
plaster on Hendrix. 

The Rock Stars Side 
Groupies don't always have to try their own luck to 

getbackstage. Band members often select them from the 
audienye and have them brought backstage by roadies 
(men on the road crew). 

"We learned that (way of getting groupies backstage) 
from David Lee Roth," Kip Winger, then of Alice Coop
er's band, told MTV. "We can do that from the stage 
now. We just point to a certain area on a grid and the 
roadies go give the girls passes." , 

Vince Neil of Motley Crue admitted to MTV that . 
some of the girls are so sleazy, they'll have sex any
where. Some groupies have been known to wait for 
hours in hotel rooms, outside of concert halls and hospi
tality rooms just for the chance to meet band members. 

The most popular way to get backstage is to jump 
on the Stage and let the roadies take you off because if 
you're pretty enough they will keep you back there, 
Woffard said, the narrator of the MTV documentary stat
ed. 

"It's no different than the girls that wait at ski lodg
es waiting for a doctor or lawyer to come by," Rikki 

Rockett drummer for Poison said in the August issue of 
Metal Edge. 

Not all rock stars think in the way the majority does 
when it comes to groupies and sex. Frank Zappa said in 
the Feb~ary issue of Rip magazine, "lt's. ~ot g_ood sex, 

it's not real sex, it's just stuff. It takes the fun out of 
sex." 

Motley Crue, during their Theater of Pain Tour had 
a way of singling out the sleazy groupies. On their pass
es, which are usually oversized stickers, they had the 
comedy/tragedy masks. The road crew passes had two 
smiley faces. "If a girl was wearing one of those (smiley 
faces) we knew she got it from the crew and to stay away 
from that one," Neil told MTV. 

Some groupies realize a woman doesn't necessarily 
have to have sex with any of the band members to be in
volved with them. It can be a platonic relationship. 
Most rock stars won't get involved with groupies that 
are overly forward about sex and obnoitious. 

Lita Ford, one of the few women rock 'n' roll musi
cians, told the June issue of Hit Parader, "I think women 
who are groupies are putting themselves down because 
people in rock bands like to have sex with these women 
but that's it." 

Neil, who is married. summed it up by saying, 
"You can be faithful in this business because rve seen it 
done. But there's usually that little guy on your shoulder 
like in the movie Animal House saying, 'Get her, get 
her.'" 

The days of the professional groupies are over. Now 
they are writing books about their adventures in sex, 
drugs and rock 'n' roll. Yet even with the threat AIDS 
and other sexually transmitted diseases, some girls are 
still trying to meet their favorite bands, no matter what 

.. it takes. 
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Sports, and Recreation 

Fifth-degree black belt master Al Garza, far left,demonstrates practicall defense moves with Students Shaun Fraley, 
middle, showing a retaliatory move and Jacob Garza, far right. The self-defense seminar sponsored by the Student 
Activities Board was held Nov.10 in the Student Center. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Basic self-defense important 
By JEFF KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

Have you ever wondered what you would do if you 
were attacked? Would you be prepared or would you pan
ic? How would you fight back? 

This was the focus of the self-defense seminar held 
during College Hour in the Student Center on Nov. IO. 

Fifth-degree black belt master Al Gana demonstrated 
some practical defenses for protection, with the help of 
some of his students from the American Karate Club and 
Family Fitness Center, that concentrated on an oppo
nent's weaknesses. 

"(Their) weakness is what we need to know," said 
Garza. owner of AKC. 

Eighth gold belt Shaun Fraley began the seminar 
performing the kata Tong II, (a kata is a series of dance
like movements used to help the student remember and 
practice his art). Jacob Garza, ninth-orange belt holder, 
gave his rendition of another kata called Tan Gun, and 
Garza performed a musical kata titled Might For Right 
to the theme from the movie Exodus. 

"What I really try to stress," Garza said, "is (the im
portance in taking) a minimum basic self-defense pro
gram that teaches the body's wealc points and its natural 
weapons (parts of the body that are suitable for striking 

with and won't injure the defender)." 
After the kata performances, first-degree black belt 

Mark Koeler assisted Garza in some practical applica
tions of the defenses, interpretations of some strikes and 
blocks, and a weapon demonstration involving escrima 
sticks, (26 inch long sticks used in the Filipino martial 
art, modern arnis). 

Continuing Education coordinator and first-degree 
black belt Dr. Tony Pfeiffer kept the audience informed 
during the performances. 

"Most of the weapons we train with are illegal," Dr. 
Pfeiffer said. 

Dr. Pfeiffer exp~ained how practical items such as 
flashlights, small sticks and even a flute could double as 
a weapon. 

Fraley, Garza and Dr. Pfeiffer closed the hour with 
the kata Cho San performed to God Bless America. 

The Student Activities Board sponsored the seminar 
and event chairwoman, Betty Day, thanked Garza and his 
students by presenting them with College of the Main
land T-shirts. 

If you missed the demonstration, Garza offers a La
dies Self Defense Workshop periodically at his karate 
school on West FM 518 in League City. For more in
formation about these seminars stop by the above ad
dress or call (713) 332-5425. 

Doctors encourage flu vaccinations 
Both influenza A and influenza B could circulate dur

ing the 1992-93 flu season. 

"People in high-risk groups should get vaccinated 
soon in case this season's outbreak occurs early," said 
Dr. W. Paul Glezen, epidemiologist at the Influenza Re
search Center at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston. 

In most areas, the vaccine should already be availa
ble at physicians' offices and community health centers. 
It takes two weeks for a flu shot to provide full protec
tion. 

Influenza produces fever, generalized muscle pain, 
weakness and a dry, hacking cough. Victims should rest 
and drink liquids. 

The people most at risk of flu complications are the 
elderly as well as people with heart disease; lung disease, 
including asthma and chronic bronchitis; diabetes; chron
ic kidney disease; chronic anemia, including siclcle cell 
disease; and immuni-system disorders. 

In treating symptoms, people younger than 21 
should use only aspirin-free pain relievers. Aspirin has 
been associated with Reye's syndrome, a flu and chicken 
pox complication that can cause vomiting, convulsions, 
brain damage and death in children. 

Amantadine, an antiviral drug, will provide specific 
treatment for influenza A infections; however, it is not 
effective for influenza B. Treatment should be started 
within 48 hours after symptoms begin. 

Ducks and geese: 
fly-by-night avians 

Frankly, I'm fed up with all the flap out at Lake 
Eckert. I swear, those feather-brained fanatics squawk 
just to hear themselves make noise. First Comet D. 
Duck with his "quack, quack quacking," about duck 
problems. Then Gertrude Goose "honking," for the lime
light. 

Have you ev(?r stopped to think? Neither of these 
fickle phonies are true residents. They'll hang around as 
long as there's a handout to be had, but just wait 'til the 
going gets a little rough. Where will our ephemeral 
friends be when a Blue Norther blusters through? You 
guessed it, heading south. And I for one will be ecstatic! 
Just imagine ... a day without dancing around duck'dec
orations. You can laugh if you want, but I'll wager my 
carapace that you've never scraped a turtle turd off your 
Nikes after your jog around Lake Eckert. As a matter of 
fact, you've probably never had to shoo my family off 
the trail or away from your sandwich, and surely we've 
never assaulted your senses like those giggling gaggles 
and flapping flocks. 

Yes, turtles truly are the best aquatic neighbors. 
We11 never annoy you or desert you. We may have to 
hide in the murky depths of Lake Eckert while the north
ers blow through but we're faithful to the end. You 
won't catch us flitting from cause to cause like those 
flighty avians. No, we plod silently along, riveted to our . 
goal. We should be an inspiration to all COM students. 
My ilk has proven we're dedicated to the race, we perse
vere ridicule and overcome insurmountable odds to pre
vail against unbeatable opponents. We know what it 
takes to win. -coauthored by Alice Russell 
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Ralph Anderson, left, and Brian Bolton are the 
rll'Stand second place winners in the 8-ball tourney 
held Nov.12 in the COM Student Center. Both 
won T-shirts in the double elimination tourney. 
Jason Johansson was the third place winner. 
Twelve students participated. Tournaments are 
held one or two times per semester. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 
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Knowledge, variety essential to fitness program 
By JEFF KENNEDY 
Starr Reporter 

Have you made a New Year's resolution? Does it in- . 
volve getting in better shape? Beginning an exercise pro
gram and staying with it seems to be a common prob
lem for many people. Some of the more popular excuses 
include a lack of time and the monotony of exercise. 
However, exercise does not have to be boring or time 
consuming. Monotony can be minimized by using a va
riety of sports, and an hour a day is more than enough 
time to achieve your fitness goals. To reach your goals 
without injury, however, will require some basic infor
mation on fitness training and awareness of your body's 
signals. 

Warm-up and Cool-down 
Every workout should begin with a warm-up and 

end with a cool-down period. The warm-up allows your 
muscles to acclimate to the stress that they will undergo 
and the cool-down gives your muscles a chance to recov
er. Five to 10 minutes is the normal recommended 
warm-up/cool-down period. The article "The Twelve 

Week Triathlete" in the March 1988 issue of Triathlete 
magazine states that "five to 10 minutes will reduce the 
likelihood of cramps as well as help dissipate the waste 
products, such as lactic acid, that build up with intense 
exercise." 

Flexibility 
"Stretching is not a warm-up," Seattle Sports Medi

cine medical director Dr. John Robertson said in his arti
cle, "An Ounce of Prevention," appearing in the Febru
ary 1991 issue of Runner's World. To prevent injury, 
stretching should be done while the muscles are warm. 
Proper form is important According to Robinson, you 
should "move gently into the position and hold for 30 
seconds to two minutes." He added, "Do not bounce." 

Aerobic Exercise 
There is an enormous variety of aerobic exercises, 

so finding one you enjoy should not be difficult Using 
two or three, like triathletes do, will help prevent injury 
and break the boredom of your workouts. Some of the 
cross-training exercises recommended for cyclists in "lbe 
Great Balancing Act: Cross Training for Cyclists," an ar-

Winners of the 3 on 3 basketball tourney held Dec. 2 in the Gym wereFirst place team, front row team from left: Troy 
West, Alex Nordorse, Abraham Riose and Raphael Anderson. Second place team from left: Corey Weatherly, Sean 
Ellison, Rick Hunter and Roshown Hall. (Photo by Maryann Ur\ck) 

Fun for all at Turkey Trot 
Timothy Daponte, Linda Ross win 1st place in 6-mile event 

. By JENNIFER CANSLER 
Staff Reporter 

"This Turkey Trot was lots of fun. We had good 
weather and everything ran smoothly." I am sure that nq 
pun was intended when Maryann Urick, coordinator of 
Recreation Programs, described the 16th annual walk/run 
held Nov. 21 here at the College of the Mainland jog
ging trail and in the nearby neighboorhoods. 

The Turkey Trot was divided into 1/4 mile, one
mile, three-mile and six-mile divisions with trophies be
ing awarded to the overall winners in the first three divi
sions and to the first five pfaces in the six-mile division 

In the 1/4 mile run/walk, the trophies went to Trey 
Grace in the male division and Danielle Demetrios in the 
female divsion. 

The male one-mile trophies went to Mark Roy for 
first place and to Jason Price for second place. In the fe- • 
male one-mile, the trophies went to Elyse Grubb for 

first and to Cheryl Locke for second. 
In the three-mile male division the winners were 

Mel Bousley for first place, and Scott Durham for second 
place. In the female division Danielle Schaeffer won 
first and Nancy Thonen won second. 

In the six-mile walk/run the two top places were 
held by Timothy Daponte (fll'St) and Joe DeLuca (second) 
for the male category, and Linda Ross (first) and Chris 
Martinez (second) for the females. 

Throughout the day turkeys, dinners for two and 
tickets for Nunsense were awarded by random drawings. 

There were about 120 participants and many fami
lies were onlookers. 

As for the question of future COM run/walks, Urick 
says "Yes." There will be an Annual Run Walk for Your 
Heart cosponsored by Danforth Hospital and Amoco. ' 

Any student interested in participating should stop • 
by the Gym for an entry form. 

ticle by Shawn McAndrew in the October 1990 issue of 
Texas Bicyclist magazine, include running, blade skat
ing, swimming, snow skiing and aerobics. When doing 
aerobic exercises you should maintain an intensity level 
of approximately 80 percent of your maximum effort 
level. According to "The Twelve Week Triathlete" any
thing over this is considered anaerobic. 

Anaerobic Exercise 
Weight lifting is probably the best form of anaerob

ic exercise although any sports activity can be worked at 
this intensity level. The design of an anaerobic workout 
is to overload the muscles quickly and to the point of fa
tigue. "When you go 'anaerobic,' it means you are work
ing so hard that the muscles aren't getting enough oxy
gen, "The Twelve Week Triathlete" article states. "High 
intensity, anaerobic workouts create lots of stress on the 
body's systems that can lead to dramatic improvements, 
but the risks of injury are equally dramatic, and are much 
greater than aerobic workouts." 

Nutrition 
Have you ever craved a certain food? This is your 

body's way of telling your mind which nutrients it 
needs. Eating properly will enhance performance levels 
and make you feel healthier. According to "25 Best 
Foods for Fitness," Dr. Densie Webb's article in the No
vember 1990 issue of Runner's World, "Regular exercise 
is only part of the formula for good health. Eating bal
anced meals is another essential component" 

Drinking plenty of water is imperative for good 
health. "Most important are its properties as a coolant 
and as a means to flush waste products from the body," 
according to "The Twelve Week Triathlete:" Sports 
drinks and energy replacement drinks are not a viable 
substitute for water. The first fatality in the 20-year his
tory of the Houston Tenneco Marathon ocurred in 1992 
when a young man collapsed 10 yards from the finish 
line. Upon medical evaluation it was determined that his 
death was caused by high levels of potassium which 
could not be flushed from his body because he was dehy
drated. The speculation on the part of the doctors who 
examined him was that he drank energy replacement 
drinks which contained potassium and not enough water. 

Body Awareness: 
Pay attention to your body's signals. According to 

Robertson, "Any persistent pain in spite of cross
training or any associated redness, swelling or unusual 
lump is a sign that you should see a physician." If you 
feel unusually fatigued or if your pulse rate rises consid
erably, (take it in the morning when you wake up), then 
take a day off from exercising to recover. Do not get dis
couraged if your performance level does not increase 
right away. You will have good days and bad days de
pending on your body's natural rhythms. Use a daily 
training log book to monitor long-term performances. 
The authors of the book, Physical Activity in Modern 
Living, state that "retrogression precedes improvement," 

meaning that before improving, you will experience a 
drop in performance level. 

Accessories 
Good equipment prevents injury and improves per

formance. If you swim, use goggles. If you run, buy a 
good pair of running shoes. Join a health club if you lift 
weights. Magazines and books provide helpful informa
tion and other athletes' training tips. They are invaluable 
to the beginner. 

You will meet new people and feel better physically 
and mentally through exercise. Since there are 24 hours 
in every day, lack of time is not a legitimate excuse. 
Whether you spend 30 minutes or three hours exercising, 
it will benefit your health greatly. 

The most important thing to remember is to make 
exercise fun; then you will look forward to your train
ing. _ 



Page 8, December 1992, InterCOM 

Interviews 
Registrar's 17 years 
see major changes 
By OLIVER BARTLETT 
Staff Reporter 

What were you doing in 1975? Some people were 
going to discos every nighL Others were at home trim
ming their sideburns. Many people were watching Satur
day Night Live during its debut year. 

These are all interesting things, but the real question 
is, what was Dr. Robert Johnston doing in 1975? He 
was basically starting a new life. 

In 1975 Dr. Johnston brought his family to Texas 
and came to College of the Mainland from William Rai
ney Harper College near Chicago, Ill., to become the di
rector of admissions and registrar. 

Though the title is still the same, his job has really 
changed over the past 17 years. i've seen computers take 
over," he said.. "They really allow me to be a lot more 
efficient in performing my duties. In 1975, computers 
were in use but not at nearly the level they are now. 
Records were kept in actual files. Now everything is in 
the computer. My job now is more to keep the informa
tion updated and readily available to the students, faculty, 
staff and the public." 

Dr. Johnston earned his bachelor of science in 1962 
and his master of science in 1964 from Kansas State 
Teachers College in Emporia, Ka. His major was educa
tion. 

Becoming director of admissions was a big career 
move for Dr. Johnston; before he had always been an as
sistant director. First he was assistant director of finan
cial aid at Wichita State University in Wichita, Ka. Then 
he was assistant director of admissions and registrar at 
Harper. COM was his first chance to take a leadership 
role and really run things. 

"I felt I was ready to put to the ultimate test the ex
pertise I had gained," said Dr. Johnston in an article in 
The Galveston Daily News dated Aug. 21, 1975. 

Registrar Dr. Robert A. Johnston answers the phone in his office. In his 17 years at COM, he has seen computers 
revolutionize the Office of Admissions and Records. (Photo by James Mullins) 

Dr. Johnston also was looking for a different work 
environment "I was looking for an innovative institu
tion, one which cares for its students and the community 
it serves," Dr. Johnston told the Galveston paper. 

The students have also changed since 1975. "They 
weren't as agressive academically or as focused as they 
are now," Dr. Johnston said. Of today's students he said, 
"They are more goal-oriented and more concerned with 
getting their money's worth." He also added, "Students 
today are more intense and more directed toward the fu
ture. Many are not sure of exactly what kind of career to 
pursue, but all are aiming toward long-term success. 
These distressing economic times are making their career 
decisions more vital and more urgenL" 

In addition to his work life, Dr. Johnston has al-

ways been interested in serving his community. Before 
his two children grew.up, Dr. Johnston used his experi
ence as a fonner minor league baseball player with the 
Brooklyn Dodgers to coach their baseball teams and as
sist in. other Little League activities. 

Now he spends most of his free time in church
related activities. He has served as a deacon and helped 
with many youth activities. 

Dr. Johnston, who bas been married to his wife 
Sandi for 30 years, has always been devoted to his chil
dren, and though they are now grown, he still maintains 
an active role in their lives. 

"Family is essential and always will be," Dr. John
ston said. "Our entire family is very close, including 
those still remaining in Missouri." 

English professor has passion for linguistics 
By CARL JESSEN Jr. 
Staff Reporter 

Dr. Carolyn Hartnett, one of College of the Main
land's English professors, believes researching the study 
of languages is very important In addition to her teach
ing load, she enjoys the study of linguistics. 

She has written many documented works on linguis
tics (the study of the structure of a language) as well as a 
textbook on basic composition, Ideas in Motion. Her 
work as a linguist is recognized on the reading lists of 

COM F.nglisb Prof~r Dr. Carolyn Hartnett warmly 
greets her students. '(Photo by 'James Mullim) 

universities and colleges as far away as China, Japan, 
Nigeria, Ghana and South Africa. 

"I am really a linguist, but more linguists teach 
English than do anything else," Dr. Hartnett explained. 
"My type of linguistics, functional linguistics, is much 
better known outside the United States. Many of the 
U.S. linguists are not interested in the teaching of writ
ing." 

Dr. Hartnett has attended many conferences for lin
guists, along with colleagues from Canda, Japan and 
Gennany, and has made plans to attend another confer
ence in July at the University of British Columbia in 
Canada. She also has attended linguistic conferences in 
Australia and Japan. In her role as English professor, she 
has traveled to England to study the teaching of English. 

After high school Dr. Hartnett, a Michigan native, 
attended Eastern Michigan University in Ypsilanti, 
where she received her ba~helor's degree. When she was 
only 21 years old, she received her master's degree from 
the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. How did she 
achieve this in such a short time? "I worked hard!" 

Teaching really was not Dr. Hartnett's first choice, 
but she was "bribed." She knew that if she rejected a 
teaching scholarship, she would have to drop out of 
school and look for a job. She took the courses never in
tending at a young age to become an educator. She 
taught reading at a home for drug-addicted and homeless 
boys before COM opened. 

She believes thai her freshman year of college was 
the most exciting and decided at that time that if she ever 
did teach, she would want to teach freshman English. 

Dr. Hartnett, who is married to one ' of COM'~ 

chemistry instructors and has four children, received her 
doctorate from Indiana University at Pennsylvania in In
diana, Penn. 

When the plans for a community college in Galves
ton County were initiated, Dr. Hartnett helped to gather 
petitions for the opening of a college in the Texas City/ 
La Marque area. Since her youngest child was ready to 
begin elementary school, she envisioned herself teaching 
college freshmen. What better time than when all of her 
children were in school, and what better place than a col
lege close to home? So in 1967 she began teaching at 
the newly formed College of the Mainland. 

Because her mother was ill, Dr. Hartnett went back 
to Michigan in 1987/88 to teach at Saginaw Valley 
State University in University Center, which was the 
fastest growing university in Michigan. 

"They had an excellent English department with 
only 14 full-time members," Dr. Hartnett related. When 
two of the 14 received Fullbright Scholarships and were 
appointed to overseas study for a year, one to Africa and 
the other to Poland, she was offered the job of permanent 
instructor, but only accepted a one-year position. 

Dr. Hartnett feels the cost-efficiency of community 
colleges is catching on, and influences the college choice 
of many students. She also believes students are educated 
better in community colleges. While teaching at Sagi
naw Valley, a dean told her that instructors who came 
from community colleges taught well because teaching 
is their primary purpose. 

'For these reasons and because she likes students, Dr. 
Hartnett has been enthusiastic about teaching at College 
of the Mainland for 25 years. 



COM art instructor 
relates to students 
By AMY TAFT 
St~rr Reporter 

When some people think of art, their minds are 
filled with fond memories of the masterpieces they used 
to make with paste and construction paper in kindergart
en. At the college level, art is taken to new heights, es
pecially when Mona Marshall is instructing the class. 

Marshall, who is from the Dallas-Fort Worth area, 
is no stranger to the requirements and demands of college 
life. She has attended the University of Michigan in Ann 
Arbor, and Brooks Institute of Photography, Santa Bar
bara, Calif. Marshall also studied abroad for one year in 
Rome at the Tyler School of Art and received her mas
ter's of fine arts from the San Francisco Art Institute. 

Marshall moved to Houston in 1975, and in 1978 
started teaching drawing, photography and printmaking 
courses at College of the Mainland. She chose to teach 
at a junior college because she felt she had more freedom 
with her teaching because "the student body was more di
verse." 

The advantage students have when taking one of 
Marshall's classes is that she strives to make the learn
ing experience as enjoyable as possible. "Students 
should expect teachers to relate to them on the human 
level," Marshall explains. "Teachers should make the 
class as fun as possible." Marshall also understands the 
pressures college students face and really sympathizes 
with students. 

Since problem solving is essential to life, Marshall 
feels that art classes can help solve problems more crea
tively. She says that universities emphasize verbal 
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Art instructor Mona Marshall visits the Relief Printmaking exhibit in the COM Art Gallery. The show which 
features the works of 23 artists runs through Dec. 18. (Photo by James Mullins) 

skills, but art classes help students use the intuitive 
sides of their minds. Art classes allow people to "learn 
in a very tangible way the ability to visulize something 
in their minds." · 

Photography, especially, can help students }?roaden 
their minds because it crosses many disciplines. Photog
raphy combines chemistry, mechanical skills and cultu
ral history. Marshall also feels it helps students learn 
about themselves as human beings. 

She hopes that through her classes she is helping 
students to "respond to life in a creative way, a way dif
ferent from what other people may see." Marshall adds, 
"It's really exciting and rewarding when you can express 
yourself through some medium. It's an incredible gift." 

She feels that if her students can take their life experienc
es and make them tangible, they then have a great gift. 

Not only has Marshall succeeded as a teacher but 
also as an artist Marshall, whose passion is her artwork, 
has received considerable recognition for her drawings 
based on the Texas coastal landscape. Marshall has ex
hibited her works at the Whitney Museum of Arlin New 
York City, N. Y ., and at the San Francisco Museum of 
Art. . 

A number of professional journals such as the Art 
Forum and Manhattan Arts have reviewed Marshall's 
work. She has also exhibited her works three times at the 
Harris Gallery in Houston near the Museum of Fine Arts 
in I 986, 1988 and last May. Her works have also been 
featured in several COM faculty shows. 

Journalism teacher inspires perfection in paper 
By DONNA K. MYERS 
Starr Reporter 

The pace quickens, the dust flies, the winds whirl! 
What is this phenomenon? A hurricane, a tornado, a big 
sale at Mervyn's? No, it's just the College of the Main
land journalism students preparing another edition of the 
/n1erCOM. 

Have you ever wondered who, what, when, where, 
why and how the lnterCOM is created? 

Each semester Astrid H. Lowery's journalism class
es meet the challenge of producing three entertaining, in
formative, ~ucational and professional newspapers. 

"We try to achieve the professionalism of a paper 
such as The Houston Post, and I believe we compare 

InterCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery in her office. 
(Photo by James Mullins) 

well to other college papers and in many instances are 
superior," Lowery said. 

Lowery began teaching at COM in fall 1986 after 
hearing the college needed a journalism instructor. She 
came from The La Marque Times where she had been 
both managing editor and society editor since 1983. 

"Breaking into newspaper is hard. Wages are low, 
yet everyone wants to get into the field," Lowery said. 
Even so her heart was with teaching. "I feel I am a natu
ral-born teacher." 

"After getting my bachelor's (University of Hous
ton-Clear Lake 1981), I seriously considered an early 
childhood degree, but since that would have been more 
undergraduate work, pursuing a master's degree (UHCL 
1984) made more sense. Besides I was hooked on news
papers by then." At UHCL Lowery was on the student 
newspaper, theUHclidian, and served as a staff member, 
photographer, photography editor and editor. 

Pursuing her lead to teach journalism at the college 
level turned out to be the right choice. After meeting 
with Dr. William T. Spillar, chairman of Division of 
Arts and Humanities and Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of In
struction and Student Development, Lowery was virtual
ly hired on the spot She believes that her faith in God 
played an important role in her career path and being 
hired full-time by COM in August 1990. 

Lowery also teaches developmental writing courses. 
"I enjoy those classes every bit as much as I do my jour
nalism classes," she said. "They're not as hectic." 

' She teaches all phases of journalism. Ideas for sto
ries come from Lowery and the editors during class bud
get sessions, in which everyone participates. Stories are 
assigned according to interest if possible. 

"Writing a concise and easy-to-read story while 
maintaining the reader's interest doesn't just happen," 
Lowery said. 

"Bringing each student to the level of his best writ
ing" is foremost in Lowery's goals. "A student with less 

. ~ting ability can make an A on a story just as some-

one who turns in something perfect the first or second 
time; he just has to rewrite it more times." 

Once all the stories are written and the photos taken, 
the paper is dummied. Dummmies are scaled-down ver
sions of the actual pages. Story placement depends on 
importance, length, and accompanying photo if any. 

The writing of cutlines (captions describing a photo) 
and headlines comes next. "It's not a simple matter of 
coming up with a title for a story," Lowery explained. 
"It has to fit the available space." 

Finally the articles are pasted on flats (newspaper 
sized grid sheets) and taken to the printer. 

"You find out by the first paper who you can depend 
on. Some semesters are easier than others. It depends on 
a mix of talent, willingness to work and how well the 
staff works together. · 

"Putting out a paper is not an easy job, for either 
the instructor or the students, but it is rewarding, espe
cially when you hold the finished product in your 
hands." 

Among the rewards of teaching, success of past stu
dents ranks high with Lowery. Successful students in
clude Dale Dimitri who currently writes for the Texas 
City Sun, "and has just had several front-page stories 
about COM"; Ron Bertothy, an Army Information Offi
cer; Mike Murphy, who works for the Houston Chroni
cle as a sports writer; and Dana Gibson who worked "at 
least two years for The La Marque Times," Lowery said. 

In August 1991 the COM Board of Trustees invited 
Lowery to bring past journalism studens, successful in 
the field, to speak before the board. Murphy's presenta
tion especially touched her. He attributed his success to 
COM with special emphasis on all he learned in Low
ery's class. "He got teary-eyed when he said I helped put 
him on his path. It meant a lot to me." 

Lowery, also is the moth« of two grown sons, both 
married, a daughter who is a graduate student in San An
tonio, and the grandmoth« of "the most intelligent baby 
eve_r," 20-month-old Elaine. 
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Christmas Memories 
; Editor's note: This page is Christmas memories from * some of our staff members. We hope that their stories 
; will make you laugh, or maybe remember something 
* you thought you had forgotten. 

* : Editor's Barbie doll 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

When I was younger, I got Barbies for almost every 
occasion-Christmas/birthday/whatever. It was some
thing I enjoyed and looked forward to. One year, howev
er, was a bad one for my newest Barbie. I ripped the 
wrapping paper off the box, opened it, took the new Bar
bie out, and started playing with her. My brother wanted 
to see, probably so his G.I. Joe could kill her, but I 
didn't want him to touch my new Barbie. He grabbed for 
the doll and got her. As he was trying to move her h~d. 
he accidentally ripped it off. Needless to say, I was very 
upset I ended up just cramming her head back on her 
neck and playing with her like that. 

-by Melani Thompson 

! Tennis balls galore 
* ! The most distinct memory I have of Christmas is 
* from about six years ago. It was right after I started play-
* ing tennis and was getting ready to try out for my high 
! school tennis team. I had mentioned to my parents that I 
* never had enough tennis balls to practice with, so they 
* decided they would play a little joke on me. 
; Christmas Eve, when my family was opening 
* presents, I noticed that I had far more presents under the 
! tree than anyone else. I opened my first gift and it was a 
* can of tennis balls, so I said sarcastically "Oh boy, just 
! what I always wanted" Little did I know that every gift 
* for me under the tree contained tennis balls. 
* After opening about 20 boxes of tennis balls I was 
*be . . * gmnmg to get upset that that was all I was getting for * Christmas. Finally, at the end of the evening my parents 
! told me to go into the kitchen to get some trash bags for 
* all the wrapping paper. When I came back into the liv
! ing room there was the ultimate gift a tennis ball-
* machine so I could practice by myself. 
* "We thought you needed something to hold all those 
! tennis balls," my dad said. 
* That was the best joke anyone ever played on me. 
! -by Oliver Bartlett 

: Doggie bone Christmas 
! ~ Chris~ I remembe~·the most was 1981 when 
* my SlSter and I ms1Sted on buymg our golden retriever, 
* Fritz, a present My mom, who understood our friend
; ship with the dog, took us to the nearby meat market to 
* buy a soup bone for him. When we gave Fritz, an out! side dog, the bone, he tried to bury it, but the ground 
* was frozen because Dickinson had had a surprise snow-
! fall! -by Carl Jessen Jr. 

! Escalator catastrophe 
* * Christmas '82, I will remember for the rest of my 
; life. It all started when my Aunt Mary and my grandma 
* decided to hit all of the "day after Christmas" sales. Keli ly, my cousin, and I were given some money and were 
* allowed to go off shopping by ourselves. Though 10 
* years old, we were under the impression that we were ali lowed to go by ourselves because we were so mature and 
* acted so well in public. 
! On this shopping day we all went to Deerbrook 
* Mall which has stores on both the first and second floor. 
! After Kelly and I had spent our money as quickly as we 
* could, we ended up in Foley's on the second floor. 
* While on the escalator we decided to start throwing pen
i nies at peq,le riding on the UP escalator. Though we 
* never hit anybody with the pennies, which was from a 
; lack of skill and not intention, one did fmd its way into 
* the cracks in the escalator steps. Instantaneously, the Fo-
* ley's escalator system stopped. Kelly and I ran out and 
! aftez a lot of giggling, dismissed the incident from our 
*minds.· 

We met our family at the prearranged spot. While 
showing off our purchases, Grandma said, "The funniest 
thing happened to us today. We were on the escalator in 
Macy's when all of a sudden it just stopped like it was 
jammed or something." Kelly and I glanced at each other 
and decided to keep our little tidbit of information to our
selves. Later we discovered that the whole mall's escala
tor system is on one track. Now 10 years later, when 

Grandma reads this paper, she will know the truth. 
-by Jennifer Cansler 

Frozen-pipe morning 
The most vivid Christmas memory I have is of 

Christmas 1982. That winter had been very cold and the 
temperatures dropped well below freezing on Christmas 
Eve. As a result, our family was greeted by frozen water 
pipes on Christmas morning. 

To this day, I remember the agony I endured, wait
ing as patiently as I could to open my presents, as my 
father and some of his friends began the tedious task of 
thawing the pipes. To make matters worse, my father 
and his friends, being the brilliant men they are, decided 
that a faster way to thaw the pipes would be to build a 
fire on top of them. However, they did not stop to think 
of how this might affect our pipes. 

Little did they know, our pipes were plastic. The 
fire not only caused the ice to melt, but it also melted 
the pipes. Being a child of 8, I could not understand why 
I was not allowed to open my presents; after all I did not 
mess up the pipes. 

My siblings and I waited for what seemed like an 
eternity for my father and his friends to fmd a hardware 
store open on Christmas day so they could install the 
new pipes before we could open our gifts. Thankfully, 
the rest of our Christmas went quite smoothly. 

-by Amy Taft 

Six new Schwinns 
The Christmas that stands out the most is the one 

when my brothers and I all got new bikes. Six brand 
new Schwinns. I can't remember all the colors but we 
each had a different one. I was the only girl, with five 
brothers, so I was your typical tomboy. 

I remember us all going outside, so excited that we 
didn't even realize we were still in our pajamas, and 
when we realized, we didn't care. As we all rode down the 
street one beside the other, I remember feeling so power
ful, like we owned the world (or at least that street). 

-by Donna Myers 

Michigan Christmas 
Tempting aromas. Mincemeat pie, hot and spicy ap

ple cider, Christmas goose spattering in the oven. Knee
deep crumples of wrapping paper. Another last check in 
the bottom of the stocking for missed treasures. Trying 
on the inevitable sweater and mittens. Comparing gifts 
and preparing to play the family-gift game of Monopoly. 

The cousins arrive with tales of a bountiful Christ
mas morning and their new sleds. Grandma and Grandpa 
arrive with the jello salad and pungent Old World Christ
mas cookies. The goose is carved and thanks given. We 
eat and laugh and drink and eai for an endless time. No 
room for the pies. 

The big people drink coffee and talk and laugh some 
more. We pull on coats, scarves, mittens and boots and 
head to the hills near the woods with the new sleds. A 
few runs down the hill coaxes the fresh snow into old fa
miliar tracks. Breathless climbs up the hill, crazy careen
ing rides down the hill. The short winter daylight 
dwindles as we pull our sleds homeward. 

Frosted noses and frozen toes forgotten in the vision 
of holiday pies heaped with whipped cream. Cousins 
wave goodbye as the afternoon's snow angels vanish un
dernew snow. Whispering to sisters in snow silver dark
ness under the quilts, "Do you still believe in Santa?" 

-by Alice Russell 

Fondfamily memories * * * My fondest Christmas memory lasted for several ! 
years during the Christmas seasons while I was growing * 
up. My family used to have an early Christmas. It was i 
funny because I was the only one on the block Santa * 
came to see early. This was to allow our family to travel! 
to Louisiana to have Christmas Day with my Granny, * 
which we did just about every year. * 

Christmas night family from all around the Pitkin i 
area of Louisiana would gather at my Granny's house, i 
and it would be so full, you couldn't walk. My Granny * 
would sit in the comer of the room, by my Papa's chair. * 

Papa had died some years before I was born, and that i 
chair still sits there to this day in memory of him. The ! 
Christmas tree was at the opposite comer of the room * 
from her. Someone, usually one of my uncles, would * 
hand out the gifts. One by one the family would get the i 
gifts and my Granny would get the ones we brought her.* 

She would usually cry and it would make me sad, but to-! 
day I know she was remembering past Christmases and * 
giving thanks for the family being with her. i 

She is in a nursing home now and I probably won't! 
get to see her, but I'll send this and maybe she11 remem- * 
ber. Merry Christmas Granny, and I love you. ! 

-by James Mullins* 

Grand/ ather brings joy * * * * Every year on Christmas Eve my parents, two sis- * 
ters and I go to my grandparent's house. Every year my ! 
grandfather burns the roast. My witty grandfather also * 
thinks of comical ways to present the presents to us and i 
makes everyone happy and the night very enjoyable. * 

E_very year heals~ sW?rises my grandmother with some ! 
kind o~ very special gift that makes her so happy it usu- * 
ally bnngs tears to her eyes. Seeing her this happy is the! 
best thing I get every year. * 

-by Chris Peters * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Yuletide rhyme 
Twas the night before Christmas 
While laying in my bed 
I awoke with a fright 
And brushed the sleep from my head. 
I rushed to the door 
That led into my room 
And pulled it ajar 
To venture into the gloom. 
And what to my wondering eyes should appear? 
My dad on the floor ... with a tree on his rear. 
The sight was so funny 
I cried out with glee 
And felt so relieved 
That it didn't fall on me. 
Merry Christmas COM! 

-by Matt Scott * 
Christmas violence * * * * My fondest memory of Christmas is from 1974. * 
My two oldest brothers started the day off arguing over i 
who would hand out the presents. Mike wanted to help, * 
but Danny de.cided since he wss the oldest that he would i 
do it alone. Mike succeeded in perturbing Danny •to the * 
point that he picked up the pool cue that Santa had * 
brought him and hit him o.ver the head with it ! 

. Mike's head gushed with blood which caused my i 
mother to get hysterical. My father proceeded to massa- * 
ere Danny with a barrage of physical punishment Brian,* 
my other older brother, attacked my father in defense of i 
Danny. My two younger brothers grabbed their two big- * 
gest presents and ran for cover. I thought to myself, ! 
"Christmas is much more fun w_hen you are part of a * 
dysfunctional family." ! 

-by Jeff Kennedy * 



Saudi Arabia 
Continued from Page 1-----------
mitment to equal opportunity employment on this cam
pus." 

COM English instructor Ouida Sanmann addressed 
the board and presented to the board the petition that was 
drawn up at the 12:30 meeting held earlier that after
noon. 

The petition stated that the Saudi negotiations could 
only be acceptable if female COM administrators and in
structors were included in tne contract no matter whether 
training would occur in this country or in Saudi Arabia. 
Also the petition stated that the board should consider 
the precedent that COM set with its policy not to malce 
investments with South Africa due to apartheid. 

"I just think it's a matter of dollars winning over 
ethics," Sanmann was later quoted as saying. 

COM history instructor and senate member Larry 
Smith also spoke at the board meeting in opposition to 
COM doing business with the Saudi company. 

"I'm very disappointed in the board's decision," 
Smith stated. "But it seems to me that this is just anoth
er situation where expediency and greed have been pro
moted over principles and human rights. 

"Sometimes reasonable people can disagree, but I 
still believe that it is tragic that COM's representatives 
have defined COM as a school that will do business with 
a country that retains such a poor human right's record." 

The first open discussion of the proposal came on 
Nov. 3 when President Larry L. Stanley addressed the 
COM Senate. 

He told the senate that SCECO had reviewed COM 
as a possible college to train 36 male Saudi Arabian 
technicians in math, electrical instrumentation and Eng
lish as a second language. 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 
Development, toldlnterCOM that the college could pos
sibly malce $100,000 to $200,000 from this "opportuni
ty." 

When Smith addressed the board, he cited facts from 
a U.S. State Department report regarding human rights 
in Saudi Arabia which had been circulated among faculty 
members on campus by Young. 

Smith read that in Saudi Arabia labor unions are not 
allowed, Saudi citizens do not have free elections, free
dom of speech and press, or freedom of religion. 

He·also read that segregation by sex exists in almost 
all social situations. Saudi Arabian women are eligible 
for severe criminal punishment if their bodies are not 
fully covered at all times in public. Saudi women are 
also prohtl>ited by Jaw not to have pre-marital sex. 

Although L'iere is strong opposition to the COM/ 
SCECO negotiations, other members of the school's fa
culty were more supportive. 

Dr. Ali Ravandi, COM math instructor, stated at the 
meeting that the issue is primarily a matter of education 
and not human rights. 

"I'm 100 percent for it," Dr. Ravandi stated privately 
days before the meeting. "This proposal of the SCECO 
is a wonderful opportunity for COM to achieve an inter
national name and become a much stronger learning base 
for all students. 

"This college is based upon the ideals of enlighten
ment and learning, and I believe that the way the Saudi 
culture has developed is not for anyone outside of the 
culture to judge," Dr. Ravandi stated. 

"Even though the prooo.s.e<tstudeuts from Saudi Ara
bia have grown and learned in a much different culture 
than in the United States, that gives the college no right 
to stand in ethical judgment of the people who live under 
an Islamic-based government" 

Young's view differed: "There is no difference be
tween business and politics. If COM has dealings with a 
business operating in Saudi Arabia, then it must be as
sumed that the administration of COM is willing to help 
perpetuate the government that exists in Saudi Arabia." 

After hearing about the board's decision Dr. Marga
ret R. Caylor, COM sociology instructor, said, "I can 
only see a very negative outcome to this situation if the 
administration continues to support the negotiations be-
tween College of the Mainland and SCECO." · 
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Winners of the Team Jeapordy contest held Nov. 17 are bottom row from left: Harry Kohler, John Harmon, Jason 
Johans.wn and Melani Thompson; top row: Mark Potter, Perry Beaton, James McGarvey and Joel Hawkins. First 
place winners hold the T-shirts they won. (Photoby Maryann Urick) 

Bookstore procedures revamped 
Continued from Page 1-----------
colleges. The mark-up pays for the operation of the 
bookstore. 

"The COM bookstore is here as a service to the sbl
dents, not to · make a profit," said Slawson. "With the 
right books and the right prices, the educational process 
will flow." 

No additional space is available to the bookstore, 
Slawson said, so other solutions to the long lines were 
necessary. Dr. Pope, Rae and Slawson have developed 
several new procedures for the spring term and beyond. 

A new chapter will begin for the bookstore with 
spring term. Students can expect to see a talce-a-number 
system during the first two weeks rush. A limited num
ber of students will be admitted to the bookstore at one 
time. This limited number is expected to reduce confu
sion, allow for more immediate attention and assistance 
and will eliminate the long check-out lines. As sbldents 
complete their purchases and leave the store, the next set 

of students will be admitted. 

Students will find that books have been rearranged 
in a new, easier system. They will be in alphabetical or
der by course. Instead of looking under humanities for 
your philosophy books, you will find them under P. 

I 

Books will be arranged from A to Z by course. If a stu-
dent needs accounting books, he will go straight to the 
accounting section. Of course, the bookstore staffers
Mary Ellen Grove, August Smith, Paf Hawkins and 

Judy Hudson and the regular student assistants-will be 
there to help swdents locate the books. 

Merchandise has also been reorganized. The new dis
play is attractive, functional and will help direct the flow 
of traffic in the bookstore. 

To further reduce congestion, refunds and buy-backs 
will be transacted in a satellite office in the Sunroom ad
jacent to the bookstore during the first two weeks of the 
spring semester. 

After the first two weeks of the spring semester, 
bookstore procedures will be reevaluated to see what 
works and what needs more attention. 

In addition to alphabetizing books, limiting the 
number of students in the store and reducing the refunds 
and buy-back line, some long range plans are being for
mulated. Another chapter will begin with the 1993/94 
school year. 

At that time, the number of cash registers will be 
increased from two to four. The checkout counters will 
be rearranged and the credit counter will be reduced in 
size to allow more room for the new checkout counters. 
Credit purchases will no longer slow the lines down be
cause new registers will be equipped with electronic read
ers that will automatically print the charge slip. 
, Also sometime during the 1993/94 school year the 

painted concrete floors will be carpeted to enhance the 
overall appearance of the bookstore. 

You can't judge a book or a bookstore by its cover. 
Check it out for yourself. 
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What s Happening 

COM students Mano Nuygen, Tonya Newell and Ken Barber enjoy the Dance Over the Sea. The Student Activities 
Board sponsored the dance held at the Flagship Hotel, Nov. 20. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Stoker's Dracula: love, not horror story 
By KIM. MITCHELL 
Assistant Editor 

For years, horror films have been stuck in a rut. 
Producers have relied on slasher films as the medium for 
scaring audiences. But on Friday, Nov. 13, screenwriter 
James Hart and director Francis Ford Coppola changed 
all that when Bram Stoker's book Dracula appeared in 
movie format in theaters nationwide. 

"It's not a slasher movie trying to scare you every 
three seconds," Hart told Bruce Westbrook of the Hous
ton Chronicle in the Nov. 8 paper. "If people want Fred
dy Goes to Transylvania, this ain't for them." 

Gary Oldman (from JFK) heads the cast as Dracula. 
Oldman's progression in his acting ability is evident 
when Dracula is compared with one of his first movies, 
Sid and Nancy. In Sid and Nancy it was obvious that he 
was trying too hard to act as stupid as Sid Vicious. But 
as Dracula, his acting seems natural and relaxed. 

The film also stars Keanu Reeves (Bill and Ted ser
ies) as Jonathan Harker. Dracula shows Reeves has act
ing potential as someone other than Ted Theodore Lo
gan, the character he made so famous. 

Also appearing in Dracula are Winona Ryder as 
Hacker's fiance Mina, Tom Waits as R. M. Renfield, an 
inmate in an insane asylum and Anthony Hopkins as 
vampire slayer Van Helsing. 

The film combines Stoker's fictional character, Ora-

cula, with the man who is the historical basis for the 
legend, 15th-century Romanian prince, Vlad the Impaler. 
According to the Encyclopedia of Mythology and Leg
ends, Vlad Tepes (1431-1476) was a sadistic tyrant who 
once even nailed turbans to men's heads when they didn't 
take the turbans off as they greeted him. Tepes was 
called Dracula, and Stoker borrowed the name for his 
character. 

The movie opens with the tragic death of Vlad's 
wife, the death that propels his faith-renouncing evil. 
Centuries later, having survived as a vampire, Vlad/ 
Dracula sees Mina as the reincarnation of his wife and 
pursues her to the end. 

There are some horror scenes and a bit of violence, 
but Coppola and Hart have toned it down to make the 
movie, which has an R rating, accessible to a wider audi
ence. 

"It's like Gone With the Wind with sex and vio
lence," Hart told the Chronicle with a laugh. 

In my opinion, Dracula was an excellent portrayal 
of a man's pursuit of a woman. Oldman's character left 
this movie goer feeling nothing but sympathy for the 
vampire. 

Unlike many movies out today, this one is definite
ly worth $5. There wasn't much blood and gore, and I 
didn't have to sleep with the lights on. Contrary to pop
ular belief, Dracula is not a horror story, but more of an 
intense love story . 

. ., ·;':?$ $:J·_:!;l9"~~L 
Dinner Buffet 9fily.~i49Spm-Spm. 

I "\;;f/" ·· ... it~~~~- ·•· \~. . : 
.r,-u reft:i!I ~ClJ!I rt«lutt,w,rjtf:~if~ 4f{I peia~ qf;,~1?~/;,j{etl ~---------~------~~~J 

I 1rew Mean's resolll~iDns 
01 

••·••{ni!1t~§~~•tt·:·••9•p:••·•·s!!!ii:n!l~··· 



See parking lot editorial 
Pagel 

See feral hog hunting 
Page6 

See book author Opferman 
Page8 

February 
1993 

TIPA Award-winner 

A•STUDENT•PUBLICATION•AT•COLLEGE•OF•THE•MAINLAND 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, d an or Instruction anu Siud~nt 
Development, addressed student questions and 
problems at his Feb. 11 meeting. Several topics were 
discu~d. (Photo by Alice R~eU) 

Graduation deadline set 
By ALICE RUSSELL 
Photography Editor 

Do you find yourself humming Pomp and Circum
stance in anticipation of the big event? If so, you have a 
homework assignment. 

You need to file an application for graduation if you 

See Graduation Page 11 

Dean Bass speaks to · students 
By CARL JESSEN Jr. 
Staff Reporter and 
MELANI THOMPSON 
Managing Editor 

Have you ever had a question that nobody C? Id an
swer? Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Stu
dent Development, discussed ideas with students and fa
culty on Feb 11. The Dean Bass Forum brought 
questions ranging from short Christmas vacations to ad
vertising on bulletin boards. 

Dr. Bass answered questions about why College of 
the Mainland police are allowed to provide jumper 
cables, but cannot "jump" a depleted battery. He stated 
that there is a liability problem. 

COM student Susan Roberts brought up the subject 

of advertisements on the bulletin boards which imply 
that research papers will be typed for $15 per page. After 
noticing-the steep prices, she found out that this included 
the research and writing of the paper as well as typing. 

Roberts also suggested the need of some sort of day 
care facility for single parents whose children who must 
accompany them to evening classes. She suggested that 
day care facilities already in place al COM could be used. 
Dr. Bass, however, informed her that during the day, the 
day care facility is a lab for the child development class
es. He also noted that licensing could be a problem. 

Updating the computer software and labs is a project 
COM will undertake beginning next year. New IBM 486 

See Concerns Page 11 

COM staffer's recent death une-xpected 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
Managing Editor 

Victoria Smith, acquisitions assistant in the College of the Mainland Li
brary, died Jan. 17 at Humana Hospital in aear Lake. 

Funeral services were held Jan. 23 at Greater Bell Zion Baptist Church in 
Texas City wib Rev. Dr. Zephaniah Phillips officiating. Burial followed at 
Mainland Memorial Cemetery in Hitchcock. Pallbearers were COM employees 
Alex Pratt, Bob Slaney, Johnny Owens, Leroy August and Jerry Anderson. Li-
brary staff members were honorary pallbearers. · 

According to COM Director of Library Services Robert Slaney, Smith, who 
earned an associate's degree in applied science from COM in 1971. began work
ing here in 1972 in the non-print media department. Later, as acquisitions assist
ant, she ordered books, assisted in processing them and also worked in the peri
odical section of the library. Slaney estimates that one-third to one-half of her 

See COM Page 12 Victoria Smith 

Black History Month 
honors achievements 
BY MELANI THOMPSON 
Managing Editor 

The primary purpose of Black History Month, 
which was started in 1926 as Negro History Week by 
Dr. Carter G. Woodson, was to make sure that "young 
blacks would grow up with a frrrn knowledge of their an
cestry." 

Negro History Week became Black History Month 
in 1976. 

Each year College of the Mainland's library foyer is 
the backdrop for a black history display. This year, with 
the death of Thurgood Marshall--the first African Ameri
can Supreme Court justice--the theme is Judicial Democ
racy: The Life and Legacy of Thurgood Marshall. 

Tillie Henson, circulation supervisor, and Dr. Lee 
McGriggs, social science instructor, work together each 
year to choose a theme and work up a display for the 
foyer. 

Students look over black history display on Supreme Court Justice, Thurgood Marshall in COM library foyer. The 
display was prepared by Tillie Henson, circulation supervisor and Lee McGriggs, social science instructor. From 
left: Luis Cavazos, Kenny Gouty, Tony Hickman, Carol Eubank and Tilfie Henson. (Photo by Alice Ru~II) 

"We thought it was a good time to commemorate 

See February Page S 
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The band 1be Line Up entertains at the Welcome Back Kickoff in the Stu~ent Cen!er on Jan.19. ~and memben 
from left are: Manny Lopez on guitar, Willie Gonzalez on drums and David McKmght on b~ gwtar: 

(Photo by Alice Rus.,ell) 

SAB Kickoff features The Line Up 
By AMY TAFf 
Co-assistant Editor 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities 
Board held a Welcome Back Kickoff in the Student Cen
ter Jan. 19. 

While sipping on SAR-supplied soft drinks, the cap
tive lunch crowd listened to the music of the band, The 
Line Up. Band members were Willie Gonzales on drums 
and vocals, Manny Lopez on guitar and vocals and David 
McKnight on bass and vocals. 

The Line Up's performance was a repeat perfoonance 
of the fall kickoff including songs ranging from "Even-

flow" by Pearl Jam to "Everything About You" by Ugly 
Kid Joe. 

During a brief break for introductions, Vanneise 
Collins, assistant to the President and Office of Equal 
Educational Opportunity, introduced SAB officers and 
members who were present at the kickoff. SAB President 
Heidi Kulick explained SAB functions and encouraged 
membership. Other SAB officers include: Thaddeus 
Pratt, vice president; Jermaine Martin, treasurer; Clint 
Shumann, co,.secretary; Cynthia Winn, co-secretary; Sil
san Roberts, speakers chair; Donya Tieken. speakers co
chair; Ken Barber, Student Activities Council and sports 
chair; Andrea Medellin, historian; and Tonya Newell, 
parliamentarian and co-sports chair. 

C LE P out for additionat' college credit 
By AMY TAFf 
Co-assistant Editor 

Looking for a way to get out of those tedious tests, 
boring lectures and endless assignments? The College
Level Examination Program may have the answer. 
CLEP offers numerous tests each of which awards credit 
for or exemption from a course. Students may take the 
CLEP in the College of the Mainland Counseling Cen
ter. The next test is April 13. Deadline to register is 
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Man:h22. 
CLEP helps sbldents reach their goals of achieving 

degrees more quickly by allowing them to show how 
well they know various subjects. CLEP also is one of 
the most widely accepted credit-by-examination programs 
in the country with more than 2,800 accredited institu
tions to include COM awarding credit for those smdents 
who received satisfactory scores on CLEP exams, acconl
ing to the CLEP brochure. 

Benefits of taking CLEP exams include improving 
chances for admission to college, bypassing introductory 
classes, saving time and money getting a degree and en
tering college with up to two years of college credit 

CLEP can help at any stage in the educational pro
cess. Adults returning to college, graduating high school 
seniors, enrolled college students, international students 
and those who are unable to attend regularly scheduled 
classes are all eligible for CLEP. 

CLEP offers exams ranging from general examina
tions, which cover most material students learn in intro
ductory courses, to subject examinations, which cover 
material students learn in an undergraduate course. CLEP 

· exams provide testing for nearly every field of interest 
from history and social sciences to foreign languages. 

Fees include $38 for the CLEP payable by check or 
money order and $7 for administration charges payable 
by a separate check or money order. Test fees are refunda
ble in the event the student does not show up for the 
test The administration fee, however, is nonrefundable. 

To register for CLEP exams or for more informa-
. tion contact the COM Counseling Center at (409) 938-

1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 297 or stop by the Stu
dent Center. The Counseling Cen•.er can provide bro
chures explaining procedures and the exam content in 
depth. . 

... -~egle~.t cau.ses 
par~iqg 1qt ,woes -
. .... -. . '' _.· .. ·,·._ .. .... ·-:, 

Amy Taft 

As I drive 1hrough the .front College-of 1he 
Mainland parking lot,. many thoughts come to 
mind. most of them not pleasant. Many aspectS of . 

_ the lot leave much tobe~ from~ 
~ greetlngsottunsuspect.ing vehicles to 
potholes with unknown depths. 

-.... 'lbeseagullsandthe~bowever,are 
nottheoilly Qbstlcl~ct}M ~ts ent(ruftftt 
when vemuting into one of COM's parking 1-. 
The lots •cluttered.with empty g1a§ bot.des and 
half~ sandwiches.and often cars are parkc-d in 
odd positioos posing Ulffllts to fenders. tbi:s and 

wmpers. ·•· ···•· 
The potholes may ,ever befbed, but if COM ❖ 
~ Jot patrons took :responstoilir.y r« them
selves. many of the lotprobtems could be re
solved. 
..... Riddingp)Maf~~ofsea~ 
gtdls1naynot be easy:l>ot~ theirmunbers 
ma_ •••• ., be ~lie. '--- .. · .. y ~ ... ·· _-_ In-, latgecllies.pi~ ant a~ 
~lem. Not only_ aic .. the bmka MiAAh(")\ 00! · ··•· 

.Afitt all, 8llJQilC ~ has been to the beacl!Imows ·-·-
. ·that seagulls~ attracted to food.,v~oft'eze<J ot lettunauended. ·- . . . •'' . 

l abo have nodcedmany COM students~ 
ing in nonparlcing places. This fonn of rudeness 
ma)' ~ -b,iggttproblems than just a .beadachl,,. I 
· guess students or ~ht.ts in theitrusb to get to 
class don't tealiu that by patking in nonpmking 
places. they Qb,s&rnct. the view of motorists also in _ 
afnml'~ . . -- -

·- Also. many people with longer vehicles don't 
always pull all 1he way up into their spaces. I 
8f!C$ they don'l_realae bow long their vehicles 
ate. The ~t lost tempers and the posm'ble loss 
of~. 

Anodler problem.in the COM tots me. veld
cles parked over die fines« too close to the cars 
beside them. This.causes aggravation; and in many 
cases damage. such as door dings. 

Many of COM'sparldng lot problems are the 
result of blantant rudeness and selfishn~ which 
can be solved easily. Solving these problems rests: 
~tly on the shoulders of the patting Jot pa
tfuns. Jfdiey don't make the effort. we'll have to 
rely on campussecllily to write offenders cita• ' 
lions-a ...... - back for thea,ggmvati.on. these idi-- ,~pay .··. 



Folk singer pokes political fun 
. 

By KIM MITCHELL 
Co-assistant Editor 

Once again folk singer and songwriter Charlie King 
entertained two audiences Feb. 1 in the Learning Re
source Center Auditorium. The two performances. one at 
11 a.m. and the other at 7:15 p.m., were sponsored by 
the College of the Mainland Student Activities Board. 
According to COM history instructor Larry Smith, King 
has been perfonning at COM for six or seven years. 

"Truth is in short supply. but consequence is all 
around," King said as an opening remark. This verbalized 
to the more than 130 students at both performances, the 
attitude presented by King in his music. 

, The subjects of King's songs ranged from the Anita 
Hill/Clarence Thomas Congressional/Senate hearings to 
the unlimited power of the elite to having respect for 
one's father. The most impressive song by far was a ver
sion of The Flinstones written by a friend of King's. The 
name had been changed to The Clintones. The song be
gins with lyrics beginning with "Clintones. meet the 
Clintones. They're a modern liberal family." and ends 
with "When you meet the Clintones you'll have an Al 

and Tipper too time, a Tipper too time, you'll have a 
gay ol' time." 

"Scum rises to the top." King announced as he in
troduced "On the Switch." a song that deals with "the
one-with-the-most-toys-wins" attitude that runs rampant 
through governmental system. according to King. The 
person with the most money and power controls the sys
tem. he maintains in the song. 

"I like Charlie a lot and think he's an entertainer as 
well as an educator." Si,tith said of King. "He offers lots 
of encouragement to average people." Smith deseribed 
King as unique and an all-around good guy. "He knows 
how to cheer people up." 

Billboard Magazine writes. "King emerges from his 
self-reflection to remind us of the happy resilience of the 
human spirit His message songs vary between the fun
ny and the frightening. but he pulls them off with unva
rying taste, musical skill and chann." 

Students seemed to relate to the King. They even 
joined in on some of the singing. King sang about polit
ically important issues that college students should and 
are becoming aware of. 

COM Bookstore workers Olga Smith, left, and Mary Ellen Grove prepare boolg; for the spring semester. 
Recent changes in bookstore procedure led to the alleviation of overcrowding inside during the first two weeks 
of school while leaving students to wait in long lines in the Student Center. Some students said the wait outside 
was a problem, but the less congested interior was easier to deal with. (Photo by Alice Rus.,eU) 
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Letter to. Editor 
COM donations appreciated 
Dear Editor and College of the Mainland staff. 

Thank you for making Christmas and starting off 
1993 so much brighter with your generous donations of 
food and clothing. 

Because you shared. the pantry at the Alcohol/Drug 
Abuse (ADA) Women's Center sparkles with fullness. 
Because of your love. the ADA Women's Center can 
provide free treatment to women who are seeking relief 
from their disease of alcoholism/addiction. 

Because COM employees care. more than 65 percent 
of ADA "graduates" are clean and sober today leading 
useful lives in the communities of Galveston County. 

Thank you one and all. 
Jan Moscone 
Administrator 

Bookstore changes 
spark mixed feelings 
By KIM MITCHELL 
Co-assistant Editor 

During the first two weeks . of school. students are 
rushing around to get courses dropped or added. find their 
classrooms and get their books. Of the three tasks. the 
bookstore seems to be the most dreaded conquest of all. 

When people enter the Student Center. they see a 
long line of students waiting just to get into the book
store. But luckily. under the ,new bookstore system only 
30 people are allowed in at a time so-that they are waited 
on more efficiently. 

"You concentrate on the people you have first," said 
Lois Slawson, COJvl bookstore manager. 

At any college you have to wait in line for your 
books. "With the line being outside. students can get a 
cup of coffee. talk to friends. use the phone. anything." 
Slawson said. 

The wait students endured outside the bookstore at 
the beginning of this semester was the biggest com
plaint about the new system. COM student Janica Mo
resco said: "What I hate about it was you had to wait in 
a long line outside. and then you had to wait for all of 
the ones who went in before you to come out Once you 
get in there. it's OK. But I was late for class because of 
it." 

Although students complained about the line. once 
they got inside. things seemed to move more smoothly. 
"I didn't like it when I first heard about it. but after I 
tried it. it was a lot better." COM student Michael Dah
lin. "It wasn't a body squeezing contest anymore." 

Slawson also asked students the first few days of 
classes if they thought the renovations of the bookstore 
were helping or hurting. "I think it's had a favorable re
sponse." she said. "I got very few negative remarks." 

Students did complain. however. about the high 
price of books. "There's nothing I can do about the pric
es." Slawson stated. "The publishers set their prices, and 
we only mark the books up a little." 

The books also have been rearranged to make the 
bookstore more user-friendly. They are now in alphabeti
cal order by classes instead of by course number. This 
seemed to help newer students find their texts more easi
ly. Slawson said. 

But COM student. Sheila Penton begged to differ 
with Slawson: "It's more confusing than it was before," 
Penton said. "It was easier to find everything last fall." 

Unfortunately. the COM administration has allowed 
no more space for the bookstore. so the store must re
main as cramped as it is. But Slawson said: "We're doing 
this to help th<! students. If this doesn't work, we'll try 
something else." 

Another renovation planned for the bookstore in the 
fall is the addition of two more cash registers. "Then 
we11 have three registers for cash or checks and only one 

fer~~-" • ,, 
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Willie Huerta, acting supervisor or the COM 
police force, works in bis area or the Security 
Office located in the Administration Building. 

(Photo by Alice Russell) 

No police chief; 
Huerta in charge 

By CARL JESSEN Jr. 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland Police Chief Howard 
Miller resigned last semester to join the Universi
ty of Texas at El Paso Police Department leaving 
the chiefs position open. 

Guillermo "Willie" Huerta, who has served on 
the COM force for 11 years, was named interim 
police chief on Nov. 1 by Dr. Henry Pope, dean of 
College and Financial Services, and the sean:h was 
called off for a new chief. 

"Actually, you really don't need a chief as 
long as you have an immediate supervisor which 
is Dean Pope," Huerta stated. 

Huerta explained that an "acting supervisor" 
makes legal decisions about what takes place here 
at COM and supervises the other officers. 

"We are thinking about developing a self
managed work group," Huerta said. "We want to 
structure the self-managed work group into a com
mittee of one supervisor and three or five officers 
from the force." 

The three or five officers and the supervisor 
will be elected by the department. All of the offi
cers will be involved in running the department 
and will be self-sufficient 

"This is a new technique that has never been 
tried before," Huerta said. It is a new idea for COM 
and it is uncertain if it has been tried at other col
leges and universities." 

"Restructuring many departments (at COM) 
might be necessary with the many employees (49) 
retiring this year," Huerta said. 

Other officers on the COM police force are: 
Vernon Ewell, Jeanette Swindell, Matthew Clau
sen, Jose Villarreal, Micky House and Albert Yarl
borough. 

' , 

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 
(1828-1888) 

MAu:aMX 
(1821-1• 5) 

Dr. Martin Luther KingJL.,. Malcolm X 

Leaders' messages same, methods differ 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Advising Editor 

This February marks Black History Month. 
Throughout the country many activities, events and dis
plays have been planned to celebrate and remember the 
many African Americans who are inspirations and who 
have contributed their thoughts and ideas to all races of 
our country. 

Two of the most influential contributers are Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X. Although the 
two used totally different approaches in their actions 
both men fought strongly for the same ultimate goal: 
Civil rights and equality for their race and others. 

King's political ideas were based on religious princi
ples. To achieve his goal of social and political reform 
he urged the use of nonviolent techniques such as march
ing, protesting and boycotting. 

Though a deeply religious man in his own right, 
Malcolm X also strongly believed in using force in 
fighting for one's beliefs. He believed that to achieve 
equality one must take it, no matter the cost or how ex
treme. · 

King has been immortalized by the media in a num
ber of television documentaries and film projects as well 
as books and articles. 

America celebrated King's birthday on Jan. 15 and 
on Jan. 18 the national holiday commemorating his 
birth. It became a national holiday about nine years ago. , 

The descendant of a long line of Baptist ministers, 
King was born in Atlanta, Ga., and was the second old-
est of three. , 

In his youth King did so well in high school that he 
skipped the ninth and 12th grades. At age 15, in 1948, 
he entered Morehouse College in Atlanta While there he 
became an admirer of the college's president, Benjamin 
E. Mays, a well-known scholar of black religion. Under 
his influence King decided to become a minister. 

In 1951 King was awarded a bachelor of divinity de
gree by Crozer Theological Seminary in Chester, Penn., 
he then moved to Massachusetts. While attending Bos
ton University he met music student Coretta Scott and 
married her in 1953. He earned a doctorate from Boston 
University in 1955. 

Later that year King and his family moved to Mont
gomery, Ala., where he became pastor of Dexter Avenue 

Baptist Church. 
It was in 1955 that Rosa Parks was arrested for dis

obeying a city law that required blacks to sit or stand at 
the back of the bus. Her action triggered the Montgom
ery Bus Boycott, a nonviolent boycott which King head
ed. Although terrorists bombed his home dll!"ing the boy
cott King continued to protest in a peaceful manner. nu; boycott forced the law to be changed and won King 
national fame. He was identified as a symbol of the new 
efforts by So1't"1ern blacks to fight racial injustice. 

To help the fight against segregation laws and stat
utes that denied blacks the right to vote, King founded 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference in 1957. 
Then in order to devote more time to SCLC, King and 
his family moved to Atlanta in 1960. There he became 
co-pastor of Ebenezer Baptist Church with his father. 

President John F. Kennedy's hesitancy to advance 
the civil rights cause sparked the SCLC to launch mas
sive peaceful demonstrations in Birmingham, Ala. Since 
Birmingham was one of the South's most segregated cit
ies, the police were sent in with attack dogs and fire hos
es to drive back the protesters. 

During the demonstration King was jailed for com
mitting an-act of civil disobedience. While held in soli
tary confinement he wrote "Letter from Birmingham 
Jail." 

Extensive news coverage of the Birmingham inci
dent and'the massive 1963 March on Washington, where 
King gave his famous "I Have a Dream" speech, pro
duced a nationwide outcry against segregation. Kennedy 
proposed a wide-ranging civil rights bill which Congress 
passed as the 1964 Civil Rights Act. · 

Since his assassination April 4, 1968, King's legacy 
has lived on in the hearts and minds of many genera
tions. 

Currently, Malcolm Xis the more popular black in
spiration of the two. Wherever one looks, Malcolm X 
memorabilia abounds. Baseball caps, T-shirts and pins 
are just a few examples. 

Director Spike Lee has made what many movie
goers and critics have deemed "a true piece of cinema" 
with his biographical epic film Malcolm X starring 
Academy Award-winning actor Denzel Washington in 
the title role. 

See Civil Page 5 



Civil Right leaders' . 
legacies carried _on 
Continued from Page----------

Malcolm X was born in Omaha, Neb .• as Malcolm 
Little. He dropped his •stave name" Little and began us
ing "X" (for ex-slave) when he became a Black Muslim. 

In his early days he and his family endured the pain 
of slum life. hunger and Ku Klux Klan brutality. He 
\VOrked hard during his youth at a variety of odd jobs un
til he began hanging out in night clubs. dance halls and 
other dives. where he made the "connections" that led 
him to a wild life of alcohol. dope and prostitution. 

Both his luck and money ran out in late 1945. He 
was jailed in Charlestown State Prison in Boston. 
Mass .• and received an eight-to-IO year sentence on a 
burglary charge. In the course of three years he was 
transferred to two other prisons in Massachusetts. 

He attended prison school and became a serious stu
. dent taJcing correspondence courses in English and Ger

man. 
According to a 1964 interview with Malcolm re

printed in the February 1993 issue of Ebony magazine : 
"Language became an obsession with me. I began to re
alize the meaning and power of words." He further edu
cated himself by spending most of his time in the prison 
library consuming the works of Shakespeare. Kant and 
Hegel 

After being paroled in 1952 he went to live in De
troit with his brothers Philben and Reginald. who had 
both become converts of Elijah Muhammad's Black 
Muslim cult. Eventually Malcolm joined and obediently 
began the Muslim routine of praying five times daily. 

Malcolm began publically delivering Muhammad's 
message and presenting him as a prophet of Allah. He 
became a leader of the Nation of Islam and also began 
speaking out on civil rights. 

He talked for 12 yt"MS lashing out at whites, white 
racism, the U.S. government, "Uncle Tom Negroes" and 
the National .As.,ociation for the Advancement of Col
ored People. 

His pilgrimage to Mecca, Saudi Arabia. changed his 
mindset from that of a deep hatred of whites and advocal
ing violence to that of a less radical and more nonviolent 
one. Malcolm returned to the states and formed the Or
ganiz.ation for Afro-American Unity in 1964. 

In the Ebony interview. taken five months before 
his assassination Feb. 21, 1965, Malcolm stated: "I no 
longer subscnoo to racism. I have adjusted my thinking 
to the point where I believe Whites are human beings -
as long as this is borne out by their humane attitude to
ward N~." 
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Keeping the press rolling • • • 

COM student Darlene Langston is working on an offset printing machine in her Graphic Art advanced 
printing class. (Photo by Alice Russell) 

February key month for blacks 
Continued from Page ---------

his (Marshall's) life, as he had just passed (Jan. 24)." 
Henson said. "We had decided on another type display, 
one dealing with blacks and technology, but since he had 
contributed so much to the justice system and civil 
rights--justice for everybody--! thought that would be 
something good to do. He was the first black on the Su
preme Court. We just thought it was an ideal time ... to 
do a tribute to him." 

February was chosen as Black History Month be
cause Frederick Douglass and President Abraham Lincoln 
were both born during February. Douglass, who was 
born Feb. 7, 1817, was an escaped slave who, through 
some extemporaneous remarks made at an· anti-slavery 
convention. was catapulted into a career as an agent for 
the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society. From then on. 
he stayed true to the Abolitionist cause. During the Civ
il War, he became a consultant to President Lincoln and 

For mo:re infonnation call (409) 938-121191 
(!1~}~3991, Ext:. 348. . .. 

:::ii:;:;+:·.· 

then served the U. S. government in several different po
sitions, according to the Britanica Micropoedia. 

African Americans have made many more contribu
tions to society than peq,le realiie. 

Many inventions that people use every day were 
created by black inventors. These creations and their in
venux-s can be found in Black Scientists and Inventors in
the pamphlet file in the library. Howard Latimer worked 
with Tho~ Edison to develop. the electric light bulb. 
His mechanical drawing skills enabled him to get a posi
tion with patent solicitors Crosby and Gould. 

Many Americans are not aware that the traffic light 
was invented in 1923 by Garret A. Morgan. He sold the 
patent, which he received that year, to the General Elec
tric Company for $4,000. 

Frederick M. Jones, a young black man from Cin
cinnati, Ohio. patented the first practical refrigeration 
system for long-haul trucks in 1949. 

Few history books mention the facts that Colum~ 

bus' navigator was a black man, or that blacks harvested 
the first wheat crop in the New World, according to The" 
Chronological History of the New World. 

Also found in Black Scientists and Inventors is the 
story of Dr. Charles R. Drew. Drew left manlcipd an im
portant legacy--the blood bank. As the pioneer of,blood 
plasma preservation. Drew is responsible for more lives 
than can be counted. He was the first director of the 
American Red Cross blood bank, but resigned in 1941 
after a directive stating that blood from white donors 
should not be mixed with blood from black donors was 
distributed. 

Dr. Drew was killed in a cp.r accident in 1950. It was 
an especially tragic death because his life could have 
been saved if the hospital he was taken to had given him 
immediate medical attention. He might have lived had he 
received a blood transfusion from one of the blood banks 
that he made possible through his efforts. 

Black History Month is important because it not 
only enriches the awareness of African Americans about 
the contributions of other African Americans, but also 
enriches the awareness of all Americans about the ac
complishments of the citizens of the United States as a 
,whole. , , ·· , ·· . . · 
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Sports/Recreation 

1st place 3 on 3 basketball winners 

The first-place winners or the 3 on 3 basketball tourney held Feb. 3 in the COM gym are: from lef't, Lamont 
Woods, Clarence Brown, Charles Jenkins, and Demetrious Sanford. They are wearing the T-shirts they won. 
The second-place winners also received T-shirts. Those winners not pictured were Brian Bell, Keith Bell, 
Roshawn Hall and Corey Weatherly. Six teams participated. (Photo by Maryann Urick.) 

GCIC Sports Day 
scheduled March 14 
By CHRIS PETERS 
Starr Reporter 

This year's Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference 
Sports Day will be hosted by San Jacinto College at the 
south, central and north campuses March 14. The colleg
es that will participate are North Harris Montgomery 
Community Colleges which include: North Harris Col
lege; Tomball College and Kingwood College. Also par
ticipating will be Lee College in Baytown, Alvin Com
munity College, Brazosport College in Lake Jackson, 
Galveston College and College of the Mainland 

The GCIC Sports Day events will include: coed vol
leyball and softball; men's and women's tennis; men's 
and women's racquetball; an 8-ball tournament; 3 on 3 
men's and 3 on 3 women's basketball; bowling; and a 
table tennis tournament. 

Participants may only enter one event since many 
events last most of the day. The only requirement for a 
COM student to participate in Sports Day is that he be 
enrolled in at least one credit hour. 

Maryann Urick, COM coordinator of Recreational 
Programs and Student Activities, will take the students 
to the several San Jacinto campuses for Sports Day. 
COM will provide the vehicle for those who are going. 

· Projected departure time is 7 am. and projected return is 
5 p.m. 

Sign up is in the Gym. 

Feral hogs offer cheaper way to .hunt year-round 
By CHRIS PETERS 
Starr Reporter 

For many hunters the challenge of hunting and en
joying the outdoors is limited to white-tailed deer sea
son. White-tailed deer is by far the most alluring game 
animal in Texas. Hunters spend much of their time and 
money hoping their efforts will pay off with a successful 
deer season. Although white-tailed deer prevail as the 
most prized trophy, getting outdoors and hunting does 
not have to be restricted to deer season. 

Many hunters take advantage of the exotic or non
game animals Texas has to offer. Black buck antelope, 
axis deer and fallow deer are the three most popular exot
ic game animals in Texas. Black buck antelope and axis 
deer are native to India; yet, today there are more black 
buck antelope in Texas than in their native land. Texas 
has sent black buck antelope to India to help replenish 
herds there. Fallow deer originated in lands along the 
Mediterragean Sea, but today they are found in most 
parts of Europe as well as in Texas. 

These exotic animals can be taken by rifle, handgun 
or bow. They are also beautiful and will give the pho
tographer hours of outdoor enjoyment 

Whatever your fancy may be, these animals will 
make for a challenging hunt. Although it would be grand 
to go to an exotic game ranch and even get a look at one 
of these fabulous species, the cost of the hunt makes it 
hard for a college student The cost often starts at around 
$600 and can exceed $1,000. Sure there are some good 
deals to be found, but finding them and actually getting 

to hunt is a whole other story. 
There is one exciting nongame animal that can be 

hunted year-round and is considered by some a greater 
challenge than any other. This perilous and totally adapt
able creature is the feral hog. 

All feral hogs are descendants of domestic pigs and 
have also interbred with European wild hogs that were 
brought to Texas and released for hunting. When you be
gin to look for a hog hunt keep in mind that no pure 
Russian boars are left in Texas because of interbreeding; 
however, many fetal hogs will have the strong character
istics of Russian boars, such as a much longer snout, 
longer legs and a longer straighter tail. These hogs also 
are usually much heavier and more muscular. The hogs 
with these characteristics, especially long tusks, are tro
phies. 

Booking a hog hunt is not at all difficult if the 
hunter keeps up with The Houston Post or the Houston 
Chronicle's classified hunting directory. To a hunter this 
section of the paper can be a valuable tool. Not every 
hunt is cheap, but the hunter can sort through the vari
ous ads until he comes up with a hunt to suit the sched
ule and budget of his hwiting party. 

Before you look into hunting hogs, however, re
member that the hunt may be difficult A hunter may be 
awake all night still trying to spot hogs with a spot
light, after chasing after a hog all day with the help of 
dogs. Hog hunting can show how rugged an individuial 
you may or may not be. 

For the hunter who hates to see the end of deer sea
son, nongame animals are the answer. It gives you a 

chance to spend time outdoors in the spring and summer 
doing what most outdoorsmen love: hunting. 

' Galvestonian F.arl Nash field-dresses a 200 pound boar 
he killed in Victoria. (Photo by Chris Peters.) 

February tryouts to determine GCIC participants 
College of the Mainland is holding tournaments to 

determine who will participate in this year's Gulf Coast 
Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day hosted by San Jac
into College March 14. 

One of the tournaments that could qualify students 
for GCIC Sports Day is the student/employee . tennis 

tourney at 3 p.m. Feb. 18. The two male and two female 
winners chosen will participate in Sports Day. 

Another upcoming event will be the 8-ball tourna
ment. Feb. 24 at 3 p.m. in th~ Student Center game 
room. Two winners will be eligible to attend GCIC. 

Six men and six women are needed to participate in 

bowling for Sports Day. If interested, please contact 
Maryann Urick, at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, 
Ext 418. 

No tryouts have been scheduled for the 3 on 3 bas
ketball for women. If interested, see Urick in the gym or 
call. 



Sport shorts 
12th Annual Run/Walk 

College of the Mainland's 12th Annual Run/Walk 
for Your Heart ia set for March 6. The sign-up deadline 
is Feb. 26. The run/walk event features one-, three- and 
six-mile races beginning at 8:15 a.m. and a 1/4-mile 
course beginning at 8:30 a.m. The entry fee for the 1/4-
mile course is $8 per person and $12 per person for the 
remaining courses. Late entrants must pay $14 with no 
T-shirt guarantee. Grand prize drawings will be held. For 
more information call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
3991, Ext. 417. 

Free COM Yoga class 
Looking for a way to relax and relieve yourself of 

college pressures? College of the Mainland is offering a 
second free Introduction to Yoga class located in P-149. 
Class date is March 22 and class times are 3:20-4:45 
p.m. or 5:45-7 p.m. For more information call (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 417. 

Guadalupe River trip 
The College of the Mainland Outdoor Adventure 

Program is talcing' ·a canoe trip in the Upper Guadalupe 
River for those who are adventurous at heart The group 
will leave March 12 at 6 p.m. and return March 14 at 10 
p.m. The cost is $45 per person which includes transpor
tation, camping fees and the Saturday night meal. Use of 
a COM canoe is an additional $5 to be paid at the time 
of departure. Hurry to sign up because spaces fill fast. 
For more information call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280,.. 
3991, Ext 417. 

Free class offered · 
Ready to tone those unsightly thighs? College of 

the Mainland has a free Introduction to Water Exercise 
class Feb. 22, March 29 and April 26. Class times are 
5:45-6:30 p.m. in the COM pool. Be sure to bring your 
suit! For more information call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 417. 

Justin Thomas, S, (at top or slide) followed by 
Charlie Brown, S, Chris Hilton, 4, and Sonia 
Robinson, 3, play at COM's Child Development 

Lab playground. (Photo by Alice Russell) 
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Thousands gathered on the Strand in Galveston to participate in the annual Mardi Gras celebration in 1991. 
(Photo courtesy or Tim Chambers) 

Mardi Gras: more than a party? 
By BRANDI RYAN 
Starr Reporter 

The stage is now set for the premiere of Mardi Gras! 
Galveston 1993 as Galveston Island raises the velvet cur
tain for its salute to Broadway Feb. 12-23. For 12 fes
tive days, Galveston Island will take its ninth curtain 
call as host of Mardi Gras since the event's revival in 
1985. 

The "Broadway Bound" celebration honors an Amer
ican tradition in theatrical history. This year Mardi Gras 
will salute Broadway with seven parades, complete with 
130 costumed krewe, marching bands, floats and drill 
teams. 

This year's festival features 12 days of balls, pa
rades, art exhibits and entertainment. A few of the pa
rades are "Broadway On Parade," "Momus Grand Night 
Parade," "Krewe of Hou-Dah Parade" and "Krewe of 
Munchkins Parades." Tickets are required to enter the 
gated districts on both Saturdays of the festival and can 
be purchased anytime at all Houston/Galveston Randall's 
stores. 

According to Dr. James J. McClain, an economic 
consultant and University of New Orleans professor who 
developed an economic report for Galveston, the annual 
celebration has become a major money-making spurce 
for the island's economy. According to McClain's Mardi 
Gras report for last year, a record-breaking crowd of near
ly 800,000 spent about $61 million on the island. 

Many people participated in this festival, but may 
not have realized what it was they celebrated. 

What is Mardi Gras? .._ 
According to a Dancie Perugini Ware press release, 

Mardi Gras is the traditional festival of feasting and mer
rymaking that precedes the season of Lent. It was publi
cly observed on Galveston Island as early as 1867, but 
was discontinued during World War II. The celebration 
was revived in 1985 by Galveston-born preservationist 
and developer George P. Mitchell, and since then has 
been under the sponsorship of the Galveston Parle Board 

of Trustees and the City of Galveston 
The date of Mardi Gras depends on the date of Eas

ter. "Mardi Gras" is a French phrase meaning "Fat Tues
day." The term arose from the custom of parading a fat 
ox through the streets on what also is known as Shrove 
Tuesday, the day before Ash Wednesday, the beginning 
of Lent 

Although Mardi Gras is supposedly a Christian fes
tival, its origins lie in the ancient Roman custom of 
merrymaking before a period of a fast Some Christians, 
however, have a different perspective of what Mardi Gras 
is all about. 

Eight years ago, Pastor John Elliott of Gulf Coast 
Christian Center in Hitchcock, organized a group of 25 
people for a Mardi Gras outreach. The purpose of the 
outreach was to spread the word of Jesus Christ to the 
people. Since the program· began, other churches have 
joined efforts with Pastor John. 

"We are a Foursquare Gospel church, but all de
nominations are welcomed to help at the outreach," said 
Gulf Coast Christian member Jennifer Breland. "There 
are churches from Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Lousiana 
and Missouri that attend the event. "Some people have 
come from as far away as California and Canada." 

, "What we do is set up teams of about 80 people and 
they go to different streets during Mardi Gras" Breland 
explained. "We'll put two teams on the Strand, set some 
up along parade routes and the Seawall where the young
er crowd goes." 

"It's not that we are against Mardi Gras, we just 
want to witness (spread the Gospel) to people who don't 
know about Christ," Breland said. "We have musicians, 
drama skits and tracts that we use to serve our purpose." 

For more information. about the Mardi Gras Out
reach, call The Gulf Coast Christian Center at (409) 
986-7889. 

For more information on all Mardi Gras events and 
hotels, call the Galveston Island Convention and Visi
tor's Bureau at 1-800-351-4236. 

COM students ~ligible to bowl for$$ 
How does a $500 scholarship sound? This is a 

chance to bowl for bucks. COM students and high 
school seniors can win the scholarship sponsored by 
Gulf Coast Big Brothers and Sisters. There is no entry 
fee, and you pay only for your lane. To sign up, get a 
pledge sheet from the Big Brother-Big Sister office. in 

Galveston at the Jackson Square Building, 21st Street 
and Winnie, Suite 305. Lanes are available March 14 at 
AMF Star Lanes in Texas City or March 21 at Island 
Bowl in Galveston. For more information, call (409) 
763-7008 or (409) 763-4638 
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COM's Opferman writes German WWII book 
By BRANDI RY AN 
Staff Reporter 

If you ever need to find College of the Mainland's 
English as a Second Language instructor Charlotte Op
ferman, you can look in the computer room in the 
Learning Resorce Center, the MCL or anywhere else 
there is a vacant computer. 

Opferman also is a COM student accumulating 
enough credits to transfer to the University of Houston
Clear Lake where she plans to get her bachelor's and 
master's degree in Liberal Arts. Opferman, in her spare 
time, works at least an hour a day, every day on a book 
that she's been asked to write by the German State Ar
chives. It is a nonfiction book written in German about 
Germany's war history from 1938-1945. 

When Adolph Hitler declared World War II, Opfer
man was in her early teens. Even though her hometown 
Wiesbaden, Germany (populated at an estimated 300,000 
in 1945), was not bombed during the war, she still want
ed to leave. 

After Germany was defeated in 1945, Opferman put 
the past behind her. 

"After World War Two, Germany was left in sham
bles. Life just seemed more promising in the United 
States because there was more freedom. So, after I ob
tained iny immigration papers, I put the ocean between 
me and the past." 

Opfennan was in the United States five years before 
she met a man who was a reminder of the past she des
perately tried to leave behind. She later married him. 

She met Bill Opferman in Evanston, Chicago, Ill., 
at Northwestern University in 1950. He was sent to the 
university on a govrroment scholarship. Opferman knew 
Bill from her home town in Gennany where Bill's fami
ly had been clients of Berthold Guthmann (Opferman's 
father), who was a prominent lawyer. 

"Bill was the cousin of the former Gennan foreign 
minister, Joachim von Ribbentrop, who had been the au
thor of the Stalin-Hitler No~Aggression Pact," Opfer
man said. 

In 1951, both Opferman and her husband went to 
the Naturali7.ation and Immigration Service in Chicago 
to go through a foonal process to become American citi
rens. They had to~ an American government and lan
guage facilities exam, be sworn in before a judge and at
tend a special hearing. The immigration process took 
three months to complete. When it was final, the two 
married in Luxembourg, a tiny country between France 
and Germany. 

Leo Clark Jr., a worker for the John Gray Co., Inc., 
hammers into the floor for the new cl~ms in the 
Technical Education Building. 

. . . • ' . (Photo by Alice RmHll) 

Part-time COM instructor and student Charlotte 
Opferman works on her book currently tided Dance 
with the Dead. It is a nonfiction German book written 
about WWII and will be released in October in 
Germany. (Photo by Alice Russell) 

Bill went back to Northwestern University, in 1952, 
to receive his master's degree in economics, and Opfer
man went to work at Sears, Roebuck and Co. 

For approximately 13 years after that, the Opfer
mans traveled out of the United States to Switzerland, 
France, Germany and London on business he had with 
his American employer. 

"The president of Bill's American company was a 
nephew of Hjalmar Schacht, Adolph Hitler's economic 
adviser," Opferman said. "Bill worked on trade agree
ments between an American engine manufacturer and Al
fried Krupp von Bohlen und Halbach, a distant relative 
and owner of the Gennan munitions firm of Krupp K.G. 
in Essen, Germany. Krupp -was one of the top World 
War Two criminals on trial in Nuernberg after the war. " 

In 1966, Opferman and her husband settled in the 
United States so their children could finish their.educa
tion. 

Opferman has two daughters. One is married, lives 
in Clear Lake and works for NASA sub-contractors. The 

other daughter lives in Providence, R.I., and attends 
Brown University. They are both in their 30s. 

Opferman's mother died shortly after. the war of can
cer. Both her father and brother were killed during the 
war. 

It was 1966 when Opferman was first approached by 
the German State Archives in connection with her father 
and other important people she knew. For five years, 
they sent her published documents written about them so 
she could proofread and research the material. ~ Ger
man State Archives knew Opferman was a useful source 
because she had done some other collaborated works with 
German writers Dr. Arnold Kropat (director of State Ar
chives) and Dr. Lothar Bembeneck (teacher and Politi
cian.) 

Five years ago, Opferman heard from the German 
State Archives again. This time they paid her a visit 
here! Last spring, two editors (Dr. Martin Goetting and 
his wife Inge Nauman) from Germany came to talk Op
ferman about writing a book about her experiences in 
Germany during WWII and about the people she knew. 

"When the editors came, I thought it to be a social 
visit," Opferman said. "I had no idea they were there to 
get me to write a book! I was busy and I told them I had 
to go to class. They went to COM with me! I had Ouida 
Sanmann as my humanities instructor and she didn't 
mind them sitting at the back of the class observing. 
When we left COM, they complimented us (COM) 
greatly! Coming from such professors, it was definitely 
a compliment!" 

Opferman's nonfiction book, Dance With the Dead, 
will be published in October in Germany. There will be 
a press conference for Opferman in Frankfurt, Germany, 
the day the book is released. 

After her book is completed, Opferman plans to 
keep busy studying and working. "I want to strive for 
my master's degree in humanities. I already have an Abi
tur. (It is a degree in Germany on the level between a 
high school diploma and a bachelor's degree.) I have done 
some consulting for a small business in Clear Lake, but 
I owe all my weekend time to Macy's at Baybrook Mall. 
I am a sales representative there." 

Though Opferman seems all work and no play, she 
does have some favorite hobbies that she enjoys. "While 
I was in France in 1953, I would love to Ride to the 
Hounds after Stag." (It is a sport that cannot be joined. 
You have to either be invited or inherit the right to 
play.) "I also loved to go horseback riding and I partici
pated in a few shows." 

Community colleges' enroll01ent up 
More than half a million Texans attend community 

colleges. The state's 49 public community and junior 
colleges reported a combined fall 1991 enrollment of 
382,744 - a net increase of 16,618 from the year before. 
Another 180,000 enrolled in adult vocational courses, 
and more than 100,000 Texans signed up for personal 
enrichment courses which are supported totally by local 
user fees. 

Texas has the· second largest community college en
rollment in the country, according to the American As
sociation of Community and Junior Colleges. Only Cal
ifornia enrolls more community college students. 

More college freshmen and sophomores get their 
start at community colleges around the state. In degree 
programs, community colleges enroll 66 percent of all 
freshmen and sophomores and 48 percent of all students 
in Texas public higher education. 

The average age of community college students is 
27, slightly older than the average (25) of students at 
public universities. Fifty-seven percent are female, 66 
percent are attending college part-time in the ev~rtl~gs, 

and 65 percent are first generation college attenders. 
Texas community colleges offer job training in 

more than 1,900 technical and vocational programs. 
According to the U. S. Census bureau (1987), per

sons leaving community colleges with an associate de
gree can expect to earn an average starting salary of 
$16,152 a year - or $3612 more than the average starting 
salary of high school graduates and almost double the 
starting salary of high school dropouts. 

Community colleges derive more than 45 percent of 
their support from local sources (local truces, tuition, 
fees, other sources) and 55 percent from state appropria
tions. 

Dallas County Community College District is the 
largest undergraduate class in Texas, enrolling 55,224 
students in the fall of 1991 (the University of Texas -
Austin had a fall 1991 enrollment of 49,961). 

Two of -the oldest colleges in Texas are Weatherford 
College and Blinn College, both founded in the mid-
1800s. The newest is Collin County Community Col-
lege District (1985). · 



Arturo Garza, COM Amigo's president (on right), 
presents an invitation to Juan Roberto Gonzales, 
Mexican deputy general consul, to speak at COM's 
Cinco de Mayo celebration. The bust of Emiliano 
Zapata, father of the Mexican revolution dominates the 
lobby of the Mexican Consulate in Houston where the 
invitation was presented. (Photo by Alice Russell) · 
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Club plans Cinco de Mayo day 
By ALICE RUSSELL 
Staff Reporter 

Editor's note: This is the first part of a three-piece series 
about the COM Amigos. 

"Bienvenidos estudiantes," the COM Amigos Club 
welcomes you and invites you to the Cinco de Mayo cel
ebration being planned for May 4. 

The celebration, in planning since the beginning of 
the fall semester, will focus on Mexican-American busi
ness relations, specifically, the North American Free 
Trade Agreement. Juan Roberto Gonzales, Mexican dep
uty consul general, has accepted the Amigo's invitation 
presented by Club president, Arturo Garza, to speak o,n 
the free trade agreement and its anticipated impacts. 

The Amigos is a club comprised of Mexican
Americans or anyone with an interest in Mexican
American culture and events. It was organized in 1974 
by Dr. Manuel Urbina II, social science instructor at 
College of the Mainland, as a vehicle to bring Mexican 
cultural events to COM and to serve as a link between 
COM and the Mexican-American community. Member
ship in the Amigos has ranged from five students to 32 
and has included whites, Latin Americans, blacks and 
Vietnamese. 

"Membership is open to everyone, " Dr. Urbina 
stressed. 

Though organizing the Cinco de Mayo celebration 
is a yearly goal of the Amigos, as membership has var
ied through the years so have the club's other activities. 
Amigos have generally pursued one major outside pro
ject each year. 

Past clubs have organized a volleyball team to com
pete with other Mexican-American teams at neighboring 
community colleges, developed a tutoring program to as
sist junior l!_igl! ~hOQl stu<1ents and seve!_al study triJ!S ~ 
Mexico. 

"The Club was begun primarily to recognize Mexi
can cuiture with a Cinco de Mayo festival," Dr. Urbina 
said. . 

Cinco de Mayo, like the Fourth of July, is a cele
bration of independence. It com~emorates Mexico's sec-

ond independence day, May 5, 1862. 
"It is a very special event," Dr. Urbina said. "When 

Mexican forces prevailed over the French, Mexico re
gained its identity as an independent nation and gained 
control over its own destiny," Dr. Urbina explained. 

Mexico's second independence was_ won a half centu
ry after the country gained independence from Spain in 
1810. 

The first independence day, Festiva des Patrias, is 
celebrated in September and has long been well recog
nized with festivities. When the Amigos organized a 
Cinco de Mayo celebration at COM they began a new 
tradition on the Texas Gulf Coast Cinco de Mayo cele
brations have since surpassed those for Festiva des Patri
as in many areas. 

The Amigo's Cinco de Mayo Festival is a symbol 
of the celebration of the Mexican-American cultural heri
tage, as well as a celebration of the human spirit seeking 
to preserve its intrinsic freedom. 

The independence observance at COM is a gala 
event built on a serious foundation. The mariachi bands, 
flamenco dancers and taste treats are traditionally accom
panied by programs, such as President Jimmy Carter's 
director of immigration and naturalization speaking at 
COM or the reunion of the last surviving veterans of the 
Mexican Revolution gathering at COM in 1988 and 
again in 1992. 

With 10 percent of the Houston area economy tied 
to Mexico., the free trade agreement and its effects are a 
popular topic for speculation. Proponents claim it will 
be a wm-win proposition with enhanced trade and growth 
for all. Opponents warn that it will be a win-lose situa
tion with Mexico gaining jobs and output at the expense 
of American workers. Other concerns are the perceived 
threat to Asian exports to the United States that will be 
replaced with less expensive and closer Mexican prod
ucts. 

COM will extend invitations to leaders of local in
dustry and the public to join the celebration and to hear 
the concerns of our neighbor to the south as expressed 
by Mexico's deputy consul general. 

SAB shows Disney's Aladdin in April 

,__ ___ _._ _____ _.., 

By KIM MITCHELL 
Co-assistant Editor 

Each semester the 
Student Activities Board 
uses student fees to bring 
College of the Mainland 
students free movies. This 

semester's list of movies consists of A League of Their 
Own shown in January, Hero shown Feb. 12 and 13, and 
coming April 16 and 11,Aladdin. 

Robin Williams heads the cast as Genie in Aladdin. 
Williams, with bis clever impersonations of such celeb
rities as Jack Nicholson and Rodney Dangerfield, makes 
the whole audience, young and old, roar with laughter. 
.However, his impressions of older celebrities, such as 
William F. Buckley, Ed Sullivan and Gabby Hayes, 
were not recognizable to the younger moviegoers and the 
humor was lost on them. 

The cast also includes Scott Weinger as Aladdin. 
Aladdin is a pawn in the evil Jafar's plan. A magic lamp 
containing an all-powerful genie is in the center of the 
Cave of "fonders in the beginning of the movie. A "dia
mond in the rough" is the only one who is allowed to 
enter the cave. Aladdin is that diamond who needs to be 
used to retrieve the lamp. Through some slick thieving, 
Aladdin ends up with the lamp. 

Princess Jasmin, played by Linda Larkin, steals the 
heart of Aladdin. Unfortunately, there is a law that says 
the princess can only marry a prince. Aladdin uses one of 
his wishes to become a prince. That's when the real fun 
begins. 

The movie is entertaining for all ages. Actually, 
this movie fan saw more adults in the movie theater than 
children. ' 

COM will present Aladdin in the Leaming Resource 
Center Auditorium, L-131, April 16 and 17 at 7 p.m. 
It's free to the public. 

--•----------------, .Y~Y~~ 

I Mon. -Fri.: 
7a.m.-8p.m. 

I Sat.: 
I 8 a.m. • 15, p.m. 

Locally owned and operated 

•7 tanning beds 
• 2 w / facial tanners 

·· • Australian Gold & 
Tropix products 

•Sunnies available 
2925 Palmer Hwy. - Suite A 

Texas City 

948-3440 ---------------J 
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SAB ofrICers pause for a smile. From left: Donya Tieken, speakers co-chair; Ken Barber, Student Activities Council 
and sports chair; Andrea Mendellin, historian; Heidi Kulik, president; and Jermaine Martin, treasurer in front. 
Officers not pictured: Thaddeus Pratt, vice president; Susan Roberts, speakers chair; Clint Schumann, co
secretary; Cynthia Winn, co-secretary and Tonya Newell, parliamentarian and co-sports chair. 

(Photo by Alice Russell) 

_ Clubs give info at Club Day 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Advising Editor 

College of the Mainland held its first-ever Club Day 
Jan. 28 in the Student Center during College Hour. 

The Student Activities Board sponsored the evenL 
The SAB created Club Day to give clubs on the COM 
campus a chance to promote their organizations. 

"Club Day was devised to try a new approach and 
give clubs an entire hour to get important points about 
their clubs (out to students)," said SAB President Heidi 
Kulick. 

"In the past, clubs were given the chance to promote 
themselves during the fall semester Welcome Back Kick
off, but people felt this wasn't effective enough," Kulick 
stated. 

In all, seven clubs participated . 
Susan Roberts and Joanne Alexander of the Environ

mental Committee of College of the Mainland sold 
books at their display to provide revenue for the club. 

"ECOM has many plans for this semester," Rob
erts, who heads EGOM with Laura Rye, said. The plans 
include a boat tour of the Gulf Bay Wetlands in March 
and guest speaker, Brian Tokar, will come to COM in 
April to speak on 'Environmental Perspectives.' 

ECOMs first meeting was Jan. 21. For more infor
mation about this club contact Bob Young at (409) 938-
1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 306. 

Other Club Day participants were Organization of 
African-American Culture interum President Marquita 
Sam, and club members Bridget Sharpe and Ronald Gor
don. 

The OAAC recently attended the Student Black 
Leadership Conference hosted by Texas A & M Univer
sity, College Station. Black student organizations from 
around the country, including such cities as Chicago and 
New York, converged to meet one another and receive 
counseling on student majors. 

During Black History Month in February OAAC 
plans a poetry reading as well as sponsorship of African
American musical guests. The OAAC also will present a 
musical group at the Multi-Cultural Festival at COM on 
March 11. For more information contact Anthony Haw
~ns a.t (409) 938-12}1 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 399. .. . \ \ ... ~ ... 

COM Outdoor Club member Walter Mylett provid
ed pamphlets and other material about the club and trips 
planned for the spring. 

The Outdoor Club brings together people who have 
a common interest in the outdoors and provides trips fea
turing camping, canoeing, backpacking, climbing or 
caving once each month. 

These trips are limited to 22 to 24 students and 
community members who are 18 years of age or older. 
Membership is not required to attend the meetings. For 
more information contact Maryann Urick at (409) 938-
1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 418. 

Another club at COM is the Vocal Senate. The Vo
cal Senate organizes events to provide revenue for the 
choir. President Tonya Newell encourages students to 
join. 

"Other vocal or choir-related clubs are looking for 
members as well," Newell stated. "The COM Singers 
and the COM Studio Singers are open to anyone who 
wishes to join." For more information contact James 
Heffel at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, ExL 200. 

The COM Women's Soccer Oub has entered a local 
league and is looking for members. Team leader Dana 
Damian and a group of 13 players will play games on 
Sundays in and around Clear Lake, Galveston, League 
City and Texas City. The first game was held Feb. 7. If 
anyone is interested in signing up for future games con
tact Maryann Urick at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
3991, Ext. 418. 

The Phi Theta Kappa Sigma Delta Chapter is an 
honor society providing opportunities and recognition 
when members graduate. By doing volunteer committee 
work, members learn leadership and can earn scholar
ships. 

The president of PTK is Ormond James and the sec
retary is Stephanie Brown. . . 

Provisional membership requirements for PTK are 
that a student must be currently enrolled in at least three 
credit hours, have a grade point average of at least 3.600 
and have at least 12 credit hours of college level classes. 

For more information and a provisional membership 
application contact Leslie Richardson at (409) 938-1211 
or (713) 280-3991, ExL 329. 
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Comedian Horn keeps COM audience laughing 
By CHRIS PETERS 
Staff Reporter 

An estimated 180 people from College of the Main
land and the surrounding community were delighted by 
the exuberant comedian Dan Hom. Hom and his dum-

mies who have appeared on Comic Strip Live, Evening 
at the lmprov and Show Time Comedy Show Case kept 
the audience of all ages rolling in the aisles Feb. 10 in 
the Learning Resource Center. 

Hom, whose appearance was sponsored by the Stu
dents Activities Board, began the show by telling the au-

Comedian Dan Hom brings Orson, his dirty old man puppet, to life and thrills COM audience with unexpected 
humor. Horn•s appearnace Feb. 10 in the Learning Resource Center Auditorium was sponsored by the Student 
Activities Board. (Photo by Maryann Urick.) 

Concerns addressed by Dean Bass 
Continued from Page 1--------'-----

computers with CDwROM will be purchased with a tech
nology fee that students pay as part of their registration 
fees. The funds from the fees, which will add up to about 
$Ui0,000, will be matched by the college. 

When asked why COM has such a short Christmas 
vacation (three weeks compared to four at m~t colleges) 
Dr. ~ said that this allows COM to end a week earlier 

Graduation deadline 
Continued from Page .,__ ________ _ 

plan to graduate this spring. The application needs to be 
filed by March 12, whether you plan to participate in the 
graduation ceremony or not 

About 65 percent or 130 of the 200 graduates partic
ipate in the graduation ceremony each year according to 
Carol Casper, Transcript Evaluator in COM's Admission 
Office. There is no fee with the application and no fee 
for your cap and gown. The only costs associated with 
graduation are your braid for honors and medal for high
est honors. 

Students graduating with a grade point average of 
3.4 to 3. 79 are eligible for honors and students with a 
GPA of 3.8 to 4.0 are eligible for highest honors. Stu
dents with a GPA of at least 3.6 working towards a de
gree are also eligible to join Phi Beta Kappa. 

Of course, if you choose to have invitations or an
nouncements printed, that is done at your own expense. 

than others and have a three-week mini-term between the 
spring semester and the first summer session. This year 
however, the first week after commencement will be a 
forced vacation for most of the staff and faculty, making 
the mini-term impossible. 

Students also were told that the Southern Associa
tion of Colleges and Schools will be visiting COM dur
ing February. 

dience a_bout his new Toyota; then he pulled out a toy 
Yoda doll from the movie Star Wars. He then pulled 
back the ears of the old shriveled-up, green Yoda doll and 
said, "Look Barbara Bush." Hom was right, there was a 
resemblance. 

Next Hom reached into one of several suitcases and 
pulled out the puppet Orson, a dirty old man of 91. Or- · 
son said, "I can't see anything." Hom told him, "Open . 
your eyes." Orson's mouth fell wide open, and when he 
looked at a small boy in the front row the boy became 
frightened and screamed. Taking it in stride Horn laughed 
while Orson yelled back at the boy. 

Orson asked a girl (Tonya Newell) in the audience 
her name while Hom tried to control the love-sick pup
pet Orson then sang a love song to Tonya and Hom's 
talent shone through while the audience roared. 

Hom used puppets throughout the show, but at one 
point pulled Tonya, Orson's love, from the audience for 
a joke contest The first contestant was the dummy E.P. 
who looked more like E.T. EP. was disqualified for tell
ing a really bad joke. Contestant No. 2 was puppet Stew 
Chicken who had a bright yellow beak brought loudly to 
life by Hom. 

Hom made the third contestant, Tonya, a human 
dummy by using sticks with handcuffs on the ends to 

move her arms and a very funny mask which was made 
of huge air-operated red lips. The mask was topped off 
with a white Gilligan-type hat Hom moved the lips 
making Tonya say anything he wanted her to. This hu
man puppet act was truly one of the highlights of Hom's 
act Tonya stood in embarrassment while the audience 
bent over in laughter. 

Hom then brought out another puppet Casandra. 

whoreminded-meof-Rosannadanna from Saturday Night 
Live. Casandra was no lady. She pulled up her skirt and 
flashed the audience. Casandra later became po&9eSSCd by 
the devil and did the Dan Hom version of T~ Exorcist. 
As the puppet became violent, the only thing she didn't 
do was puke _green. It was a riot. 

Throughout the performance Hom enjoyed himself 
as much as the audience enjoyed him. He was a~ fun
ny man wlio surprised the crowd and kept them on the 
edge of their seats waiting for the punch line. 

· H you enjoy funny P.X>Ple and a good time, make a 
point to see Dan Horn the next time he comes to COM. 

Participation in the graduation ceremony is not ne
cessary to graduate. Diplomas are sent to all graduates by 
registered mail aftec the end of spring semester. 

Applications are available at the Admissions Office. 
H you have questions or need more information, contact 
Casper in the Admissions Office when you pick up your 

The Spring 1993 lnterCOM staff: back row, from left: Chris Peters; Matt Scott, advertising manager; Carl Jessen 
Jr.; and Rodney Conley, advising editor; middle row: Brandi Ryan; Kim Mitchell and Amy Taft, co-assistant 
editors; front row: Alice Russell, typesetter; and Melani Thompson, manaJing editor. 
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What's Happening 

From left, Eddie Carbone (Danny Sorge) explains America's uniquen~ to Sicilian immigrants Marco (John Paul 
Faour) and Rodolpho (Tim Unroe). (Photo by Theater Department) 

A View entertains theater audiences· 
By AMY TAFT 
Co-assistant Editor 

Sagas of star-crossed lovers have plagued scripts 
since long before Shakepeare's Romeo and Juliet, but no 
saga is as twisted as that of Catherine and Rodolpho in 
Arthur Miller's A View From the Bridge. Miller unfolds 
the story of Catherine and Rodolpho combining forbid
den love, jealousy and deceit producing a stunning and 
shocking drama 

A View From the B.ridge, directed by Jack Westin, 
was presented at College of the Mainland Arena Theatre 
through Feb. 14. 

Set in 1955, A View From the Bridge tells the story 
of Eddie Carbone, a longshoreman living in Brooklyn 
with his wife Beatrice and her ~haned niece, Catherine. 
Throughout the play Catherine struggles with breaking 
away from Eddie and living a life of her own. 

The arrival of Beatrice's Sicilian cousins, Marco and 
Rodolpho, who have come to work illegally on the 
docks, heightens the conflict within the Carbone family. 
Eddie fears he is losing Catherine, and his fears become 
reality wheR Catherine and Rodolpho announce their 
love for one another and their plans to marry. In despera
tion Eddie betrays Marco and Rodolpho leading to the 
bloody conclusion. 

V.W. Uher as Alfieri, the elderly lawyer who advis-

es Eddie, revealed the story through flash backs. 

As Eddie Carbone, Danny Sorge portrayed a believa
ble, protective uncle whose love for Catherine is not on 
the up-and-up. Leslie Bell as Beatrice Carbone offered an 
excellent performance as the jealous wife tom between 
family ties and her own emotions. Stacey Noessel as 
Catherine was the epitome of a naive, young girl experi
encing love for the first time. 

John Paul Faour gave a strong performance as the re
vengeful Marco. Tim Unroe seemed comfortable with 
the easygoing attitude of Rodolpho, Marco's younger 
brother. The drama also included a number of extras and 
background people· to add to the setting. 

Also aiding in the success of A View From the 
Bridge was set designer J. Newton White who creatively 
combines a waterfront with a quaint apartment Lighting 
designer Tom Guthrie provided a romantic effect through 
artful use of lighting. Kelly Babb in charge of sound 
produced a unique combination of '50s songs and water
front sounds to produce an ear-pleasing appeal. 

Overall the entire cast and crew pulled together to 
give an excellent performance of an award-winning dra
ma. A View From the Bridge was a must-see drama 

The COM Arena Theatre's next production is Wil
liam Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream, which 
opens March 11. 

Blood drive Feb.16, 17 
The College of the Mainland Student Activities 

Board biannual blood drive will be held Tuesday, Feb.16 
and Wednesday, Feb.17, from 9 am. to 3:30 p.m. in the 
Student Center. All who donate blood will receive a free 
T-shirt. It is not necessary to make an appointment; 
however, those who have appointments will be able to 
donate at their reserved times.-To reserve a specific time, 
donors may sign up on the donor list at the front desk in 
the gym. Last semester COM had 170 donors, breaking 
the 1987 record of 163 donors. 

ECOM wants you 
ECOM, College of the Mainland's Environmental 

Committee, holds meetings at 12:30 p.m. every first and 
third Thursday in Room L-252. Meetings also are held 
every second and fourth Monday at 9 p.m. also in Room 
L-252. 

On Feb. 27, ECOM will co-sponsor the Phi Theta 
Kappa trip to watch Fires of Kuwait at the IMAX thea
ter in Houston. Sign-up for this trip will be held during 
the next ECOM meetings. 

In addition to trips, ECOM plans to bring guest 
speakers to meetings to discuss current issues that affect 
all. All ECOM T-shirts have been sold, but new ones 
are coming. ECOM also has several books for sale in 
the COM bookstore: Abuse of Power, Worker Empow
erment in a Changing Economy and Bhopha/ Tragedy. 
Several instructors are giving extra credit for book re
ports on these. The next ECOM meeting is Feb. 18. 

Malcolm X program 
The "·3 Faces of Malcolm X" will be presented in 

the College of the Mainland Learning Resource Center 
Auditorium L-131 Feb. 17 at 7:15 p.m. and Feb. 18 at 
9:30 a.m. 

Vern Bryant, professor of Pan-African Studies with 
California State University at Northridge, will provide 
insight into Malcolm X's struggle for civil rights and 
social justice. The program is sponsored by the Continu
ing Education Community Forum, Division of Social 
Sciences, the Grafton Fund, the Organization of African 
American Culture and the Student Activities Board. 

For more information, call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 417. 

Career fair set'Feb. 23 
The College of the Mainland Nursing Department 

will host its fifth annual Health Careers Fair Feb. 23 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Technical Education 
Building Room T-49. Anyone in the community is wel
come to attend. Representives from 25 area hospitals 
will be present to answer questions about health-related 
careers. All COM students interested in health-related ca
reers are encouraged to attend 

COM mourns Smith's death r----------------~~-, 
1 t· · ... • ... ·· ··.\ Fast Feast111 t·· · ... • ... ·· ·· .. \ 1 

Continued from Page .t-----------,---------
time was spent worldng directly with students, 

Tillie Henson, circulation supervisor, said: "Vickie was a very private per
son in her own right She had her own ideas about things and how she wanted to 
get them done. She communicated very well with the students. She was the type 
of person who could get down to the level of the students and had a very good 
rapport with the students on campus." 

Robert Rodriguez, librarian, Smith's supervisor, said of her, "She was a de
dicated worker. Kind of quiet in a way." 

Smith also was a member of the Amerian Cancer Society, American Busi
ness Women, the COM Vision Draft Committee and the AFL-CIO Local No. 
1550. 

She is survived by two children and three grandchildren, one sister, four 
brothers and a ho.st of other relatives. 

1 Buff et · ........ ·-.....~ ./··· ....... · 1 

I All you can eat Pizza, Spa Gatti •,salad & Dutch Apple Treat! I 

: ~.gl~ $3 • 9 9 6e~pap : 
I 
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Dinner Buffet only $4.49 5 - 8 p.m. I 
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TIPA Award-winner 

COM hosts Anti-Apartheid speakers in tour 
By AMY TAFT 
Co-assistant Editor 

The Current Status of the Anti-Apartheid Movement 
in South Africa was presented March 25 at College of 
the Mainland in the Leaming Resource Center Auditori
um during two morning sessions and in the Student 
Center during an evening session. 

The informal discussion included speakers LuLu 
Johnson and Clayton Lillienfeldt, younger South African 
members of the African National Congress. The speakers 
gave their views of the South African peoples' struggles 
for equality, oppressions of the South African people, 
particulary the blacks, and their hope for democracy. 

The discussion sponsored by the Texas Coalition for 
a Free South Africa along with the Student Anti-

Construction engineers resurface COM parking Lot C. The lot resurfacing is part of the ongoing improvement and 
beautification of the campus. (Photo by Alice Ru~ell) 

Apartheid Network was a part of a Student-to-Student 
Anti-Apartheid Empowerment Tour which is being pre
sented to colleges and other organizations throughout the 
country. 

Lillienfeldt spoke on the South African movement 
toward freedom and the oppressed peoples of South Afri-

See South Page 7 

COM parking lots 
being renovated 
By CARL JESSEN Jr. 
Staff Reporter 

Parking Lot C, behind the Fine Arts Building, is 
presently undergoing renovations. Upon completion, it 
will resemble the two main lots ·(Lot A and B) with a 
concrete base replacing the previous asphalt base. Lot A 
is located on the west side of the Student Center and Lot 
B is located directly irt front of the Fine Arts Building. 

The job was awarded to the lowest bidder, Lucas 
Construction of Galveston. 

Work was to begin IO days after the purchase order 
was put in by the purchasing department on Feb. 11, ac
cording to Virginia Adair, secretary/buyer for College of 
the Mainland. The approximate cost for the job is 
$60,551. This does not include the cost of the concrete, 
which COM will provide. 

"A projected completion date cannot be given be
cause of weather conditions," Adair added. 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 
Development, said, 'Tm not sure when it is going to be 
finished, but my guess would be by the end of this se
mester." 

Outstanding teacher 
nominations needed 

Shakespeare's Dream fantastic 
By KIM MITCHELL 
Co-assistant Editor 

Once again students, it's time to vote for your 
favorite teacher to win the Outstanding Instructor 
Award for 1992-1993. Nominations for "Outstand
ing Instructor" at College of the Mainland will be 
accepted at the 12 polling boxes on campus 
through April 2. 

The COM instructor selected by the Selection 
Committee will attend a Master Teacher seminar 
of his or her choice and represent COM as its Pip
er Professor Nominee for fall 1993. 

Polling boxes will be in the following loca
tions: two boxes in the Technical-Education Build
ing; two in the Leaming Resource Center (Library 
and third floor); one in the Fine Arts Building; one 
in the Math/Science Building; one in the Student 
Center; one in the Physical Education Building; 
one in the Cosmetology Building, across from the 

See Elect Page 7 

By MELANI THOMPSON 
Managing Editor 

-
College of the Mainland's Arena Theatre is currently 

presenting William Shakespeare's romantic comedy, A 
Midsummer Night's Dream. The play opened March 25 
and runs through April 25, with a break from April 8 
through April 11 for Good Friday and Easter. 

The play is the story of the intertwinings of three 
groups of people-seven Athenian aristocrats, six com
moners of Athens, and the fairy king and queen and their 
retinue. 

Four of the aristocrats are Athenian youths
Demetrious (Whitney Scott Symes), Lysander (Arlie 
Bice III), Helena (Margie Lazo), and Hermia (Amy War
ren). Demetrious and Lysander both are in love with Her
mia, while she loves only Lysander. Helena, however, is 
in love with Demetrious, while he is bethrothed to Her
mia. 

The other three aristocrats are Hennia's father Egeus 
(Jim Reynolds), who has given Demetrious permission 

See COM Page 7 

Oberon (James Glenn) and Titania (Alice J. Rhoades) 
make up after ending their war in the COM Arena 
Theatre's current production of A Midsummer Night's 
Dream, which runs through April 25. 

(Photo by Theater Department) 
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Editorials/News 
Nursing association hosts 5th annual career fair 
By AMY TAFT 
Co-assistant Editor 

The Texas Student Nursing Association hosted its 
fifth annual Health Careers Fair Feb. 23 in the College 
of the Mainland Technical Education Building. The fair 
included representitives from area hospitals and institu
tions. 

Representatives handed out brochures containing in
formation on health careers focusing primarily on nurs
ing. Brochures contained information on courses required 
to begin a career in nursing, starting salaries and the ben
efits each organization offers nurses. 

COM nursing instructor Connie O'Kane felt that 
overall, the fair went well. "The only problems were 
with parking. Many of the representatives could not find 
parking spaces because of the crowded lots," O'Kane 
said. 

According to nursing instructor Cynthia Ashby 
probably about 110 people visited the fair. 

Participating organizations were Clear Lake Hospi
tal, Mainland Center Hospital of Texas City, Memorial 
Healthcare of Houston, Methodist Hospital of Houston, 
St. John's Hospital of Nassau Bay, St. Luke's Episcopal 
Hospital of Houston, Scott and White Hospital of Tem
ple, Texas Children's Hospital of Houston, Texas De-

partment of Criminal Justice of Huntsville, Texas Wom
en's University of Houston, University of Texas School 

COM student Rebecca Grigg, holding bag, listens to nurse Kathleen Lund give information about the Department 
of Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Houston at the Health Careers Fair held in the Technical Education Building 
Feb. 23. (Photo by Melani Thompson) 

of Nursing of Galveston, University of Texas Health 
Care Center of Houston, UT/MD Anderson Cancer Cen-

ter of Houston and the Veteran's Administration Medical 
Center of Houston. 

Air your complaints at Dean Bass forum April 22 
By KIM MITCHELL 
Co-Assistant Editor 

Dr. DoJ}ald Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 
Development, encourages all students to attend his open 
forums. How can he fix a problem if he's unaware of it? 
The next chance for students to ventilate their com
plaints about College of the Mainland is April 22. 

Dr. Bass has no set agenda for the forums, nor does 
he ask any particular faculty member to be present But 
Maryann Urick, COM Recreation and Student Activities 
coordinator, often attends. Student Activities Board 
member usually also are present Urick also sponsors the 
SAB. 

"What I realize with these meetings is that people 
are concerned about the college," Dr. Bass said. "I learn 
about things I don't always hear of otherwise." 

Dr. Bass held his latest forum Feb. 11. The meeting 
was held during College Hour in the Leaming Resource 
Center Auditorium, L-131. Matters discussed ranged 
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from finam;ial aid problems to recycling barrels to new 
computers in the accounting labs. 

Although Dr. Henry Pope, dean of College and Fi
nancial Services, was unavailable for the Feb. 11 forum, 
he responded to the financial aid question. He has re
quested the Financial Aid Office to provide him with a 
listing of scholarships and their eligibility requirements. 
The new publication will give simplified directions for 
applying for aid and the tum-around time for the process
ing of forms, said Sharon Matus, Dr. Pope's secretary. 

One student at the Feb. 11 meeting suggested that 
recycling barrels for cans be placed aroung campus, but 
Dr. Bass said Dr. Pope should receive that suggestion. 
Another student suggested that COM invest in a money 

changer. Dr. ass said, wever a mooey changer 
unnecessary because stndents can easily get change in the 
cafeteria. He also mentioned that perhaps the high cost 
of $3,000 was a deterent. 

At the F~b. 25 COM Board of Trustees meeting, 
members approved the purchasing of new accounting 
computer labs. Dr. Bass said a bid has gone out to re
place all computer equipment in 17 labs. This will cost 
the school approximately $1/2 million for 250 IBM 
computers. The old computers will go to faculty. Any 
left-over computers will go to school districts that are 
interested. 

"Just because a computer is old, doesn't mean it 
doesn't work," Dr. Bass stated. 

Tanning beds popular, h:ut dangers exist 

For the last year I've spent a lot of time working at 
a tanning salon in Texas City (Islands Sun Tan.) Tan
ning is very seasonal, but I never knew people thought 
tanning indoors was a big deal until I started to work at 
a place where "sun worshippers" spend money and time 
to get that famous "golden tan" at the first sign of sum
mer. 

You'd probably be surprised to see the different peo
ple who come for a tan. Misconceptions abound that 
only "young" people come for tans or that more women 
get tans than men, but this isn't true in the '90s. 

We have clients (men and women) who come for 
tans on their lunch breaks and after school, but the ma
jority of people wait until after work to come tan. And 
folks coming for a tan are of all ages. However, those 
17 or younger must have parental permission to use a 
tanning bed. 

Another sign that the tanning season is here, is that 
tanning critics come out to make their annual debut. 
They try to shed "light" on the summer's most contro
versial issue: whether people should get tans, and if so, 
what is safer, the sun or tanning beds. 

We have been warned about tanning under the sun"'s 
ultraviolet rays. Now we have warnings about UV rays 
in the bulbs in tanning beds. The danger is that the UV 
rays can damage the skin and lead to skin cancer. 

We know tanning beds may not be safe. Even the 
real sun probably isn't safe. But still we tan. 

As a tanning salon operator, I think it's important 
that I make sure people are aware of the dangers that 
UV rays produce. Actually, it is the operator's duty to 
make sure clients know the dangers involved and what 
happens to their skin when they tan. 

For eye protection, tanners are required to wear gog
gles. Also, a person on certain medications should not 
tan. The operator will let the person know the safe tan
ning time limit for his skin type. Some can tan longer 
than others, but the time should be carefully monitored. 

I'm not saying tanning beds are better than the sun, 
or that everyone should use a tanning bed. I'm only sug
gesting a person should know the facts and take precau
tions when tanning. 



Waco cult leader 
warps weak-minded 

. Kiii ···•·•······ 
Mitchell 

For the past month, every day we have seen on the 
news and in the newspaper stories about cult leader Da
vid Koresh and his Branch Davidian followers in Waco. 
Since Feb. 28, Koresh has flooded the media with his 
cheap lies and bogus negotiations. 

No one person has enough power to control all peo
ple, but obviously Koresh has enough charm and charis
ma to make his followers believe in him and die for 
him. These people must be weak-minded or of very low 
self- esteem to let someone take over their lives so easi
ly. This, however, is what Koresh most likely is bank~ 
ing on. 

Also it seems that this cult is mostly based on sex. 
Koresh believes he is the messiah. Most importantly, 
Koresh thinks all women belong to hjm. He's gone so 
far as to keep the men separated from the women in the 
compound, and he's even taken the wives away from 
their husbands. Koresh believes he is the only one who 
can produce god-like children and that they will help him 
rule the world 

He has convinced the women that whichever one of 
them is the best at sex will be the one to have sex with 
Jesus Christ, said an ex-cult member to Sally Jesse Ra
phael. "It makes us all so competitive." 

Both federal officials and cult members making re
cent court appearances say the answer to the end of this 
stand-off is in Koresh's interpretation of the Bible. "If 
you want to know the truth of what is really going on, 
you need to know the details contained in the seals," Li
vingston Fagan, a recently released cult member, told 
The Houston Post March 25, referring to the famed Sev
en Seals found in the Bible's Book of Revelation. 

Fagan said that the end was "right on schedule. It's 
God's schedule." 

I don't think God planned on someone killing off all 
the sane people who don't believe the same way Koresh 
does. During all my church going as a youth, I was 
taught that no one knows when Judgment Day is com
ing, especially not some half-crazed psychopath in Waco. 

Spring blood drive 
attracts 136 donors 
By CHRIS PETERS 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities 
Board spring semester blood drive was held Feb. 17 and 
Feb. 18 in the Student Center with 136 people donating 
blood. 

"It makes me feel good," said COM student Mary 
Perez about giving blood. "I cover my family and I 
know they don't give blood, so I do." 

The first day there were 56 donors with 15 deferrals. 
The second day there were 80 donors with 17 deferrals. A 
deferral is a person who goes through all the paper work 
and a blood test, but then is disqualified or decides not to 
give blood. 

The COM record for the number of donors in a 
blood drive was set last fall with 170 donors breaking 
the old record of 163 donors set in 1987. The blood 
drives are held biannually by the SAB. 

Perez had only one negative comment about giving 
blood. "The only thing I don't like is I get scars from it. 
My arm gets real sore because I barely weigh enough to 
give." All donors received a free T-shirt. 
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What happened to no terrorist negotiations? 
Dear Editor, 

"We will not, and do not negotiate with terrorists," 
was the patriotic cry and official line during the late '70s 
and '80s. When terrorists took our citizens hostage, we 
were horrified. When they blew up the Marine barracks 
in Lebanon we were so "outraged" we tucked tail and ran. 
That is the exact same thing we are doing today. 

The war in the former Yugoslavia is a war between 
terrorists and sitting ducks. It is a campaign of ethnic 
cleansing done by Serbs, who are nothing more than 
people who seek their ultimate goal through terror. 
They, like other terrorists, have a very limited, yet ex
tremely powerful arsenal. It is up to the morality of the 
citizens in this world to strip them of ammunition. 

Even in warfare there are set rules. For example, in 
warfare one does not shoot at civilians. In warfare one 
does not deliberatley kill aid workers or bomb hospitals. 
One does not starve the people, and one does not deliber
ately rape and impregnate women to create offspring to 
control the people. An army does not do this. Only ter
rorists do this! After all is said and done, the old excuse 
follows: "I was only following orders." These animals 
even shoot at the relief flights coming into Sarajevo. No 
one with a shred of decency fires into a group of women 
and children waiting in a line for water. Hey World, open 
your eyes! 

What did we do about this you may ask? America, 
the home of the free, the birthplace of the brave, shunned 
them. Following the Serbian invasion of Croatia and 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, two sovereign countries, we placed 

economic sanctions and an arms embargo on them. Who 
are them? The answer simply is everybody. Not only 
was an embargo placed on the Serbs, but also on the 
Croats and Muslims. We took away their only means of . 
defense. The people of Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina 
do not want our military intervention, just a means to 
defend themselves. 

Everybody brings up ihe Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. I 
do not want to do this, but I must. Iraq invaded a sove
reign country. Sound familiar? Except the situation was 
different. Iraq occupied and took control of Kuwait. It 
only makes me wonder if Iraq could not achieve this, 
would we also impose sanctions on Kuwait? It does not 
make sense. Yet, that is exactly what happened to Croa
tia and Bosnia-Herzegovina. Come on, Mr. President, 
lift this embargo and let the people have a fighting 
chance against these invading terrorists. We cherish the 
Constitutional right to bear arms and def~d our freedom 
voluntarily. Yet, we deny these simple rights to other 
young democracies. We think of ourselves as the leader 
of the free world, yet we use our freedom to impede and 
deny the same to others. 

It is simple. If we do not negotiate with. terrorists, 
why did President Clinton state we will choose negotia
tions over intervention? What happened to the old adage: 
"You can't negotiate with terrorists?" I'm left wondering: 
When, all of a sudden, did our policy change? 

By an American born in Croatia, 
Paul V. V aresic 

History student in Dr. Lee McGriggs' class 

Ron Gordon elected n.ew OAAC president 
By RODNEY CONLEY 

Advising Editor 

College of the Mainland's Organization of African 
American Culture held a meeting during College Hour 
on March 25 in the Student Center Sun Room. 

Speaker Crystal Gray was presented after OAAC 
sponsor Anthony Hawkins welcomed the group of 13 
people. 

Gray, a Chicago, Ill., native, has attended The Thur
good Marshall School of Law at Texas State University 
in Houston and is currently a prosecutor in Harris Coun
ty. She also actively serves as a captain in the U.S. 
Army Reserve. 

Gray's address was uplifting because she used her 
own background to explain to the audience that anyone 
can make as much of a success of himself or herself as 
anyone else; it simply takes ·drive and determination. 

She tmked about her educational background and ex-

plained how she had originally planned to go into the 
medical field. Yet, during her time in schools pursuing 
the sciences, Gray came to realize that she really had be
come more interested in the field of law. · 

She has aspirations of one day owning her own law 
firm and running for the state Supreme Court 

Gray also spoke of her time in the Army Reserve. 
In her opinion the program is a strong one and her in
volvement in it has truly helped her to pursue a better 
education. 

The results of the OAAC officers election and the 
installation of officers followed Gray's speech. 

,COM students Ron Gordon, Bridgette Sharpe and 
Janel Green were elected OAAC president, vice president 
and secretary respectively. 

Hawkins, Gray and Dr. Vanneise A. Collins, assist
ant to the president and Office of Equal Educational Op
portunity concluded the meeting by inducting the new 
officers. 
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Surf fishing for powerful fish provides true high 
By CHRIS PETERS 
Starr Reporter 

The warmth of the sun, the sound of birds outside 
the window and the growth of all kinds of plants and 
flowers everywhere are signs that summer has arrived, 

- but to a surf fishennan the sounds of summer are sea
gulls, screaming reels and a know-it-all big mouth at the 
end of every pier. 

Surf fishennen are the folks on the end of the pier 
who look like they are permanent residents with their 
coolers, carts, tarps and chairs. They are also quick with 
advice and most are "experts" on every subject brought 
up to pass time. Although there are some real characters 
out on the end of the pier, fishing to them is serious 
business. 

It's not that surf fishing is so different from fishing 
for trout or flounder, but the fish caught by surf fisher
men are the fish they dreamed about when they were 
kids: jackfish, bullred, stingray, sharks and, if they're 
lucky enough, tarpon the ultimate sportfish for a surf 
bound fishennan. 

In order to catch fish of this size and strength, a surf 
fishennan's equipment must be just as fast and strong as 
the fish he may catch. 

Every true surf fishennan has his own unique pole 
that he had handmade or made himself. Their eight to 10 
foot poles are truly works of art, and the beautiful colors 
and designs often reflect the pride and serious approach 
these people take to their hobby. These are no__;:ane 
poles, and their capabilities are unimaginable. 

The reel bolted onto the pole has to be fast and stur
dy in order to keep up with the speed and strength of 
whatever the fisherman may hook. The few hundred 
yards of line in the reel are usually heavy, around 50 
pound test. 

Most surf fishennen never carry a tackle box onto a 
pier, but a five gallon bucket with some surf weights, 
leaders (which are usually homemade out of cable) and a 

Surf fisherman Donnie Grasso displays the 170 pound tarpon he caught and released from the 91st Street pier in 
Galveston. Tarpons are not easily caught, but when they are it is the reward of patience and luck. 

bait knife. That's all they ever need. 
Aside from all the arguments and differences of 

opinion about equipment and technique, each fishennan 
sits calmly waiting for a fish to hit. When this happens, 
all the waiting is over and people enjoy watching and 
better yet, reeling in a big fish. One never has to look 
far for a hand in getting a large fish onto the pier, but 
the actual catching of the fish is between the fishennan 
and the fish. 

Although most fish caught are oversized and have to 
be released, the actual sport is all in catching the fish. 
When the fishennan lands the fish onto the pier and then 
releases it, he has triumphed over the fish and accom
plished what he set out to do. 

Surf fishing is a great sport. There are good days and 
bad days, but the enjoyment is hard to beat. To hear a 
reel screaming and to feel the power of any of these fish 
is truly a high. 

Cinco de Mayo festivities to include NAFTA talks 
By ALICE RUSSELL 
Staff Reporter' 

Edi,tors note: This is the second part of a three-part series 
about the COM Amigos. 

Imports, exports, mariachis and maquiladoras will 
fill the day at the May 4 Cinco de Mayo fiesta at College 
of the Mainland. Cinco de Mayo, like the Fourth of 
July, is a celebration of independence. The day of fun, 
food and festivities will be concluded with a glimpse at 
what the proposed North American Free Trade Agreement 
will mean to our Mexican neighbors. 

Juan Roberto Gonzalez, director of the Mexican Dip
lomatic Corps, will share the Mexican government's 
concerns about "the advantages and consequences of free 
trade." 

Gonzalez was invited last December to speak at the 
celebration while he was still deputy consul at the Mexi
can Consulate in Houston. Since he accepted the COM 
Amigos' invitation, he has been promoted to head the 
Diplomatic Corps at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
Mexico City. 

The proposed North American Free Trade Agreement 
will have a significant impact on the Houston area, espe
cially the port and shipping industries. The state comp
troller's office estimates that NAFfA will mean 304,000 
new jobs for Texas by the year 2,000. The Greater Hous
ton Partnership predicts NAFfA will mean 27,000 jobs 
for the Houston area by 2,000. 

Free trade refers to commerce that is relatively unre
stricted and unaided by government regulations, such as 

tariffs, quotas and subsidies. 
The practice of free trade was initiated in 1846 in 

Great Britain. The practice was later adopted by Genna
ny, and was followed by the Anglo-French Treaty and 
later by the U.S. Open Door Policy which opened Far 
Eastern markets to world trade. 

Developing nations such as the United States and 
many European countries tended to favor high-tariff poli
cies to protect their young industries from foreign com
petition. 

The United States began a slow move toward free 
trade in the 1930s, and Mexico and the United States 
have been negotiating on the free trade agreement since 
1991. 

There are concerns of negative impacts of free trade 
on both sides of the border. 

Opponents in Mexico fear that foreigners will be 
able to snatch a growing share of government contracts 
lhat now keep many smaller Mexican enterprises afloat. 

Opponents in the United States are concerned that 
free access to the Mexican labor force, one of the lowest 
paid in the world, will shift jobs to Mexico at the ex
pense of U.S. workers. 

Dr. Manuel Urbina, Amigos sponsor and COM his
tory instructor, keeps a close eye on the NAFfA. He 
agrees tliat there are positive and negative aspects for 
both nations. He also said that the NAFf A is progress
ing slowly because the concerns of both sides are being 
addressed. As a result of the concerns, plans are being de
veloped to retrain workers on each side of the border. Ec
ological concerns and solutions also are being explored. 

Since the NAFf A will significantly impact the pe-

tro-chemical industry and the Texas City area, leaders of 
local industry have been invited to join in COMs Cinco 
de Mayo celebration. They will have the opportunity to 
hear firsthand the ·opinions and concerns of our neighbors 
to the south. They also will be able to share in the fes
tivities as the college celebrates Mexico's independence 
day. 

The COM Amigos is a club comprised of Mexican-. 
Americans or anyone with an interest in Mexican culture 
and events. The club was organized in 1974 to bring 
Mexican cultural events to COM and to serve as a link 
between COM and the Mexican-American comn.unity. 

Each year ~ince .the club's beginning, the Amigos 
have organized a special event for Cinco de Mayo to fos
ter a better understanding of Mexican-American heritage. 
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COM public speaking instructor Roger Stallings writes the definition off ear on the board in his classroom. Stallings 
presented "How to Survive Giving a Speech" March 4. (Photo by Alice Russell) 

New exhibit features young talent 
By BRANDI RY AN 
Starr Reporter 

Just imagine yourself in a room where talent covers 
the walls and inspiration fills the air you breathe .... 

Then welcome yourself to the College of the Main
land Art Gallery. 

The doors opened March 15 for COM's newest pres
entation. The spring show, New American Talent: The 
Eighth Exhibition, will run through April 11 under the 
supervision of art gallery Director Dr. Richard Lizza in 
the gallery located in the Fine Arts Building. 

New American Talent is a Texas Fine Arts Associa
tion Art on Tour Exhibition and is being presented in 
two sections by COM in conjuction with the University 
of Houston-Downtown. 

The Texas Commission on the Arts has a financial 
assistance program for institutions seeking funds to 
present touring visual arts exhibitions. 

"In order to sponsor the show, COM requested a 
large grant from TCA (or half the estimated expenses) 
for the production of the show and the activites to publi
cize it," Dr. Lizza said. "COM received a $2,122 grant 
from TCA and a $375 contribution from University of 
Houston-Downtown." 

The shows are compiled of at least 24 works and 
each section is concurrently displayed at the COM Art 
Gallery and at UH-D's O'Kane Gallery. 

The exhibit features new and young artists from 
across the United States, including a great number of art
ists from Texas, Dr. Lizza said. 

"New American Talent has a variety of types of art. 
No one student has ever seen this exhibit before!" Dr. 
Lizza said "There will be both abstract and figurative art 
hanging in the gallery." 

Many efforts are being made to make the spring 
/ show a success. 

"The public relations offices on both campuses will 
unite to publicize the event with full-color posters, 
printed announcements and broadly distributed press re
leases," Dr. Lizza said 

New American Talent: The Eighth Exhibition will 
be curated by Madeleine Grynsztejn, associate curator of 
the San Diego Museum of Contemporary Art, according 
to Art on Tour Coordinator Tanya Buchko Green's news
letter to Dr. Lizza. 

Grynsztejn selected 59 works to exhibit in Austin 
from the more than 5,000 slides of the more than 1,400 
artists involved. From these, two touring sections of 27 
works have been chosen to tour the state. 

Visiting committee evaluates campus 
By AMY TAFT 
Co-assistant Editor 

A Southern Association of Colleges and Schools re
affirmation committee visited College of the Mainland 
Feb. 23 and Feb. 24 to evaluate COM for reaccredita
tion. 

The committee, which works for the Commission 
on Colleges which in turn works for the SACS, toured 
the campus and surveyed students about COM facilities. 
The committee, made up of 15 investigating members 
and one chairman, also met with various faculty and staff 
members to receive input on their areas. · 

After gathering their data on COM, the committee 
presented an oral report Feb. 25 to the administration, fa
culty and staff to outline COM's strengths and offer rec~ 
ommendations for improvement 

Strengths the committee cited included: the math 
and science faculty are of high quality; the siudent Ac
tivities Board offers a wide range of activities; and that 
COM has "walls you can write on." 

Recommendations included evaluating the Learning 
Resource Center regularly and publishing admission re
quirements, which would include showing proof of high 
school diploma or General Education Diploma. 

Fine arts instructor James Templer thinks the report 
"contained no surprises." Templer served as chairman of 
the COM Self-study Steering Committee. The college 
went through a two year self-study to evalutate its 
strengths and weaknesses before the SACS reaffirmation 
committee arrived 

'They (the committee) listed fewer reco!Jlmendations 
than we had," Templer said "The oral report was very 
professional and courteous." 

COM President Larry L. Stanley seemed pleased 
with the report from the committee. President Stanley 
feels that the recommendations of the committee will aid 
in the "improved success for our students." 

A written report of the committee's findings will be 
sent to COM in several weeks. After receiving the report 
the college is required to respond to recommendations 
made by December 1993. 
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How to give a speech 

Stallings sp·eaks, 
COM students listen 
By CARL JESSEN Jr. 

Starr Reporter 

"How many of us have felt like we are going to die 
if we get up and make a speech?" asked Roger Stallings, 
a public speaking instructor at College of the Mainland, 
as he shared his experience and expertise on public 
speaking on March 4 in the Learning Resources Center 
Auditorium, L-131. 

Stallings, who has been teaching public speaking 
for 18 years (15 at COM) spoke to students about "How 
to Survive Giving a Speech." The Student Survival 
Workshop was presented by the Student Activities Board 
in response to many suggestions from fellow students 
hereat COM. 

Stallings began by telling the audience: "I did not 
choose the title for this symposium today. Now, the 
very word survive, I looked it up in the Webster's dic
tionary today, said 'to remain alive' which implies if we 
do not survive a speech, we are going to die. The fact of 
the matter is how many people do you really suspect 
have died giving a public speech? You are not going to 
die." 

Stallings spoke to approximately 45 people about a 
study done by Dr. Michael T. Motley. An article, "What 
is Scarier than Death?" (Houston Chronicle, May 9, 
1988), explains that part of the survey was conducted to 
find out what people feared most. Professor Motley, 
chairman of the department of Rhetoric and Communica
tion at the University of California at Davis, also is a 
communication consultant in his private practice. 

Public speaking, according to the survey is feared 
more by people than snakes, heights, disease, financial 
problems, or even death. "In just about every survey that 
I have seen, it (public speaking) has been in the top 
three (of most feared things)," Stallings told the audi
ence. 

Techniqu~s or ways to put the speaker ~t ease and 
make it a little less stressful were given in the handout 
Stallings gave to the audience. 

The handout states a speaker should decide on specif
ic objectives first Before thinking about anything else, 
know one or two major points and plan a strategy to get 
them across. Speak to the audience in their language. 

Next, it says put yourself in the audience's place. 
Recognize how you and most of the audience differ in at
titudes; interests and familiarity with what you are talk
ing about. Use brief notes but do not memorize or read 
straight off a page exceut for those memorable phrases or 
examples that you know will work well. 

The handout continues, the speaker should be as 
spontaneous as possible. Do not rehearse a speech and 
keep away from repeating something exactly the same 
way each time. 

It suggests that a speaker should speak to one per
son at a time. Pick people out of the audience and focus 
on one for'§"pproximately 30 seconds and think of it as a 
one-on-one conversation with one person doing all of the 
talking. This helps the speaker to look more natural. 

The handout instructs not to think about hand and 
facial expressions. Concentrate on the point you want to 
get across to the audience and let non-verbal communica
tion take care of itself. 

It also says take it "slow and easy" and guide the au
dience to what you are trying to present. The objective is 
to help the audience understand what the speaker is say
ing, not to present the information in record time. · 

Finally, the speaker should make an effort to speak 
as he or she speaks in casual conversation. Ask for ad
vice and criticism from the audience. 

The most important idea stressed by Stallings is not 
to expect perfection out of your presentation because it 
is impossible and unrealistic. When Stallings concluded 
his conference, he was applauded and people left with a 
sense of motiva_tio.n.. . . 
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Sports and Recreation 

GCIC Sports Day participants: front row, from left, B ce Alexander, Mano Nguyen,Jermaine Martin, La Quita 
Rhone and Danya Tieken. Back row, from left,Becky Manuel, Thang Nguyen,David Connor ,Michele Holmes, Chris 
Hoot, Phillip Monroe, Ken Barber,Jerry Valdez, Yolanda Walker and Kathy Gonzalez. Participants not pictured: 
Son Nguyen, Paul Lui, Mark Deleon, Craig Rohden, Jay Wise, Erik Shoup, Corey Weatherly, Jason Gregson, 
Darren Burns, Sam Marcuccio, Sergio Renovato, Brian Gass, Vincent Garcia, Jose Larralde, John Myers, Lorena 
Rodriguez, Dottie Terry, Dana Damian, Tonya NeweU, Jay Garcia, Jim KirkendaU and Enrico Johnson. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM takes first in GCIC table tennis 
By CHRIS PETERS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland brought home one blue rib
bon from this spring's Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Confer
ence Sports Day. Sports Day, a biannual event, was 
hosted March 4 by San Jacinto College, Pasadena. 
Events took place at the south, central and north cam
puses. 

COM student Son Nguyen took the first-place blue 
ribbon in the table tennis tournament. Mark Khatari 
from Lee College, Baytown, took second while Carol 
Johnson, also from Lee, took third. 

COM also placed in the volleyball tournament, tak
ing a fourth. Ribbons are only presented to first-, sec
ond- and third-place winners, said Maryann Urick, COM 
coordinator of Recreation and 1tudent Activities. 

Volleyball team participants included Bruce Alexan
der, Mano Nguyen, Laquita Rhone, Becky Manuel, 
Thang Nguyen, David Connor, Michele Holmes, Chris 
Hoot and Darren Burns. Brawsport College, Lake Jack
son, won first in the event, followed by San Jacinto in 
second and Kingwood College in third. 

Other events included a 3-on-3 basketball tourna
ment. For the men, Galveston College took first, while 
Brazosport took second, followed by Lee College in 
third. As for the women, Brazosport took first, followed 
by San Jacinto-Central in second and North Harris Coun
ty College in third 

In the men's tennis-singles tournament, San Jacinto 
took first, followed by Brazosport in second and King
wood in third. San Jacinto also took first and second 
place in the women's singles, followed by North Harris 
County in third. 

The men's racquetball singles tournament was won 
by North Harris, followed by San Jacinto-North and San 
Jacinto-South in second and third. In women's racquet
ball, it was Alvin Community College in first, followed 
by Kingwood in second and San Jacinto-South in third. 

Winners of the billiards (8 ball) competition were 
Brazosport in first, Houston Community College in sec
ond and San Jacinto-South in third. 

The softball tournament was rained out so it was 
played on the prescheduled rain date, March 11. The win
ning schools were Lee in first, North Harris in second 
and San Jacinto-Central in third. 

Sports shorts 
Frisbee golf 

Tired of letting your frisbee skills go to waste on 
Fido? College of the Mainland is holding a frisbee golf 
tournament April 19 at 6 p.m. The sign-up deadline is 
April 15, and the tournament fee is $4 for non-students 
and free for credit students. For more information call 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 417. 

3-on-3 volleyball 
Get set for the College of the Mainland open divi

sion 3-on-3 volleyball tournament! Tournament date is 
May 4 at 6 p.m. Teams must include at least one fe
male, and the cost is $6 per person. The sign-up deadline 
is April 30. Hurry because the tournament is limited to 
12 teams. For more information call (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, Ext. 417. 

Tennis tournament 
Get into the swing of things with the College of the 

Mainland tennis tournament May 1 and 2 for men's and 
women's levels A and B including singles and doubles. 

The May 1 tournament will begin at 8 a.m. for 
both levels men's and women's singles, and both levels 
doubles for men and women will begin at 1 p.m. The 
finals will begin May 2 at 8 am. for men's and women's 
singles and doubles. Mixed doubles begin at 11 a.m. The 
cost is $10 per person per event. The sign-up deadline is 
April 26. If there are fewer than six entries, levels will 
be combined. 

For more information call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 417. 

Pro tennis instructor 
Want to perfect your backhand? College of the 

Mainland is offering Tennis Works, a series of non-credit 
workout tennis sessions. Bart Bernstein, two-time 
NCAA doubles champion, heads the sessions which will 
run April 26 through May 22. The course offers adult 
and junior workouts throughout the week for both the 
serious and casual player. 

Afternoon and evening classes include one and a half 
hour workouts four times a week which offer skill levels 
ranging from beginner to advanced. The junior program 
also offers tournament training and super training pro
grams. The cost is $40 per session. For more informa
tion contact Bart Bernstein at (713) 996-7054 or Glenda 
Rebstock at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 
417. 

12th Annual Fun Run March 6 successful event 
By AMY TAFT 
Co-assistant ditor 

College of the Mainland, Danforth Hospital and 
Amoco sponsored the 12th Annual Run/Walk for Your 
Heart March 6. The event featured one-, three-, and six
mile races which began at 8:30 a.m. The event had 197 
participants. 

Race winners were awarded trophies for placing in 
races and drawings were held for participants. 

Total proceeds from the event which amounted to 
$2,250 go to the American Heart Assocation. 

First place winners for the 1/4-mile overall female 
and male divisions were April Moreno and Emile Henry. 

Winners for the one-mile overall for the female divi-

sion were Elyse Grubb, first. and Megan Budenik, sec
ond. The male division winners included Mark Roy, 
first: and Terry Hollister, second. 

First place winners of the one-mile age divisions 
were Brandi Sanderson and Brian Dibrell for ages 14 and 
under, David Ortiz for ages 15 to 19, Marisela Mejia and 
Patrick Barnett for. ages 20-29, Debbie Floyd and Greg 
Lahner for ages 30-39, D.J. Ward and John Zimmers for 
ages 40-49, Irene Milner and Don Henderson for ages 50-
59, and Rita Casella and Louis Ciaccio for ages 60 and 
up. 

. . Winners for the three-mile overall for the female di
v1s1on wer~ Nancy Winter, first, and Lindie Nanninga, 
second. Wmners for the male division were Chris Teter, 
first, and Jay Carson, second. 

First place winners for the three-mile age divisions 
were Meredith Ward and Shawn Jones for ages 14 and 
under, Tony Yoakum for ages 15-19, Karen Lee and Jay 
Lee for ages 20-29, Paula Hickmann and Mike Wil
loughby for ages 30-39, Pat Walzel and Wiley Murrell 
.for ages ~-49, Janette Brown and Bill Harding for ages 
50-59 and Kit Moreno and Marcelo Moreno for ages 60 
and up. 

Winners for the six-mile race for females and males 
overall were Chris Martinez and Tim Daponte, first, De
nise Morgan and Mario Martinez, second, Linda Ross 
and Bob Langham, third, and Margie Hughes and Mark 
Perry, fourth .. 

Maryann Urick, director of Recreation and Student 
Activities, felt the event was "very successful." 



COM play excellent 
Continued from Page ----------

to marry Hermia, Theseus, the Duke of Athens (Darwin 
Miller), and Hippolyta, queen of the Amazons (Delisa 
Bice). 

The commoners are carpenter Peter Quince (Cliff 
Mabry), weaver Nick Bottom (Adam Rodriguez), bel
lows mender Francis Flute (Alex Ozburn), tinker Tom 
Snout (Tim Unroe), Snug the joiner (Dallas Brannon) 
and tailor Robin Starveling (Walter T. Mylett). The six 
have written a play to present at the wedding of Theseus 
and Hippolyta, for which they will be paid a pension for 
the rest of their lives. 

Oberon, the fairy king (James Glenn), and Titania, 
the fairy queen (Alice J. Rhoades), have had a fight over 
an Indian boy whom Oberon wants, but Titania won't 
give up. As a result, the two are at war. Oberon enlists 
Robin Goodfellow, otherwise known as Puck (Al Cara
ballo), to cause mischief for Titania. 

During their war, Puck accidentally rearranges the 
lives of the Athenian youths and causes much mischief 
for them. Following Oberon's orders, but not exactly as 
planned, he mixes up whom they love. 

A love potion, not quite used correctly, is the cause 
of most of the problems. The two youths both end up in 
love with Helena, while Titania falls in love with one of 
the commoners whom Puck has turned into a donkey. 

The resolution of the play is happy, but you need to 
see it for yourself. 

The play-within-a-play is hilarious. It is grossly 
overacted, as Shakespeare meant it to be, to appeal to the 
lower classes of his time. It is perhaps the funniest part 
of the play. 

Caraballo, as Puck, is outrageous, and often sends 
the audience into peals of laughter with his wild antics. 
Glenn and Rhoades both give strong performances in the 

._____:_,roe.::les of earthly creatures bound by unearthly rules. Mill..: 
er, Reynolds, Arlie Bice m, Symes, Warren, Lazo and 
Delisa Bice gave regal performances, with Warren and 
Laro having an interesting fight Mabry, Rodriguez, Oz
burn, Unroe, Brannon, and Mylett are entertaining and 
comical as bumbling actors in the play-within-a-play. 

The energy level of the attending fairies is high and 
their performances greatly enhance the play. The set, 
which does double duty as both a temple and a grove, is 
simple yet effective and creatively built, and the scenery 
differentiates night from day by the use of a full moon in 
the background. The music is, at times, ethereal, and 
adds to the ambiance created by the lighting. 

A Midsummer Night's Dream is an excellent play 
performed by an excellent group of actors, and I definite
ly encourage everyone to go see it It is entertaining, and 
well worth the trip and the money. It runs Thursdays 
through Saturdays starting at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 
p.m. Tickets are available in the theater box office in the 
Fine Arts Building. 

For more information contact the box office at (409) 
938-1211, or (713)280-3991, Ext 345. 

Elect COM's best 
Continued from Page 1----------
college on Amburn Road; and three in the Admin
istration Building. 

"This award presentation has been going on 
for about nine or 10 years now," stated Mary Da
naczko, director of COM Communication Servic
es. 

Former winners for the Outstanding Teacher 
Award include Al Bass, physical education, for 
1991-1992; Dr.Jeanne Jackson, nursing, for 1990-
1991; Roger Stallings, speech, for 1989-1990; Dr. 
Renate True, biology, for 1988-1989; and Larry 
Smith, history, for 1987-1988. 

"This award is from the students," said Bass, 
who is in charge of this year's election. "I would 
really like to see the students participate in the 
process of electing an outstanding insiructor." 
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COM students Robin Capozzoli, on left, Kristy Floyd, center, Mark Potter and Debra Hodge enjoy festivities 
at the Island Party dance Feb. 27. The spring dance, sponsored by SAB, was held at the Hotel Galvez. 

(Photo by Alice Russell) 

South Africans deniand changes 
Continued from Page 1----------
ca. He said white-go-vemmenttontrol of-the peoples-of 
South Africa includes control of elections and media, vi
olent action against peaceful civil rights marches, impri
sonment of political leaders and the implication of segre
gation in the South African constitution. 

Lillienfeldt described the segregation of the races as 
intense and feels that the segregation is used to "divide 
and conquer the blacks, coloreds and Indians" in South 
Africa. He went on to describe the means by which the 
government causes resentment among the different racial 
groups. Each group is awarded certain privileges. Lillien
feldt said that this government action causes tension and 
competition among the racial groups and will eventually 
lead to the destruction of the oppressed races. 

He feels that apartheid leads to such South African 
problems as homelessness, poverty, the breakdown of 
the family, unemployment and poor education. With a 
64 percent illiteracy rate and 2 million blacks without 
any formal education, the effects of apartheid are appar
ent, especially in the black race. 

Black schools have 40-50 students per classroom 
with only one teacher and approximately 20 outdated 
books. White schools on the other hand receive new 
books and have smaller class sizes. Predominately black 
universities receive 32 percent subsidies from the gov
ernment while their white counterparts receive 100 per
cent 

The high illiteracy rate also contributes to the low 
voter turnout of non-whites in elections. 

The ANC is planning negotiation talks with the 
government April 5 and is hoping for a free election 

within the year. The ANC hopes freedom for political 
activitie foF civil Fights- groups, the instillment of a 
transitional government and formation of an independent 
elections commission will come from the April talks. 

Johnson spoke on the 241 years of oppression and 
exploitation of the South Africans, especially the black 
population. 

The ANC, formerly called the South African Na
tional Congress, was banned by the government in 
1960. The ban was lifted in 1990. During those 30 years 
the ANC went through a series of protest movement 
phases, according to Johnson. 

The first protest movement phase was "the peaceful 
initiation of negotiations" which "fell on deaf ears" of 
the goverment and was followed by bullets, Johnson 
said. The second phase was similar to the first and re- ' 
ceived the same response from the government: violence. 
The final phase of the ANC was an "embarkment of vio
lence because of their situation," Johnson explained. 

Overall the discussion provided a comprehensive 
look at the plight of the South ·African oppressed peo
ples. The speakers seemed opitmistic that the upcoming 
talks will bring a change. Lillienfeldt and Johnson also 
applauded Americans for their support of the anti
apartheid movement They ended the discussion by quot
ing South African leader Nelson Mandela's famous 
words, "Walk with me just one more mile," to encour
age the continuation of American support 

Sponsors of the discussion at COM were the Col
lege of Mainland Continuing Education Community Fo
rum, the Continuing Education/Division of Social 
Science, the Grafton Fund, the Organization for African 
American Culture and the Student Activities Board 

.W-day: the Inake-it or break-it point 
The 12th day of class (Jan. 23) was the final day to 

withdraw from a class without that class becoming a part 
of your permanent record. But you can still withdraw; it 
will just show up on your permanent record as the grade 
of"W." 

Did you realize that you have until April 8 to drop a 
class? This is the day many students will decide to either 

"tough out" a class or withdraw and receive a grade of 
"W." This is the "make- or break-it" day as some call it. 

After April 8 passes, however, no class can be 
dropped. 

Now for those of you who are toughing it out, the 
last class day is May 8, according to the College of the 
Mainland 1992-93 catalog. 
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What's Happening 
Multicultural Festival/Luncheon 

Friends share dishes, cultures 
By BRANDI RYAN males), India (rice), Germany (beets and pineapples) just 
Starr Reporter 

When you think back to the Multicultural Festival/ 
Luncheon held March 9, it wasn't like there were foreign 
faces surrounding the place. Or people talking in lan
guages you couldn't comprehend .... 

Instead it was more like a traditional type thing. 
Friends sharing. 

Students, faculty and staff gathered to~ther in the 
Student Center Sun Room to share with one~other a 
little bit about their backgrounds. 

All who came were asked to bring a covered dish or 
anything that described where they might be from. 

Some participants brought pictures, clothes and 
· things that had been handmade, but most brought food. 

The food was labeled with the appropriate name and 
where it originally came from. 

Next to the sign-in sheet a world map was on dis
play. The different countries represented were marked on 
the map so people could get a better idea of who partici
pated in the luncheon and their origins. 

Decorating the lunch table were dishes from many 
states and countries. 

There were dishes from Mexico (hot sauce and ta-

to name a few. 
Mardi Gras masks made by Mexican Indians in 

South Mexico also were on display. 
The luncheon was hosted by the Student Activities 

Board, directed by SAB sponsor Maryann Urick. 

"I brought some painted eggs from Czechoslovakia 
(now the Czech Republic and Slovakia) where I'm 
from," Urick said. 

Urick also contributed a dress from Czechoslovakia 
just like one her grandmother was married in. The outfit 
was sequined with flowered embroidery. and lace wrapped 
around the bottom of the dress. 

In addition to the many faculty and staff members 
who came, a number of students participated also. 

"I think more clubs should be more involved to get 
to know the people better," said COM student Idris Brig
ny of India. 

The main purpose for the luncheon was to provide 
an awareness of the different cultures that surround us. 

"SAB came up with the idea for the multicultural 
luncheon in response to multicultural awareness," said 
SAB President Heidi Kulick of Mexican/German origin. 
"We had a good turnout. It was easy to experiment with 
and fun to do." 

OAAC members Margaret Searles, Efrain Dane, Ron 
Gordon, Tanya Moore and Terry Randall go through 
the lunch line at the Multicultural FestivaVLuncheon 
hosted by the SAB March 9 in the Student Center Sun 
Room. (Photo by Alice R~ell) 

M urder-gtiine-set· -------i::n ·5; ~= :.-;7: 3-;;p~m~ - - - - - - - - - - -F ;;fl· i~k Aj,ri1-i 6~ i 7-
At the party, guests will receive cards with informa

tion and clues to help guide them toward solving the 
murder of a fictional party goer. The party, a mixture of 
role-play and old-fashioned Sherlock Holmes crime solv

The College of the Mainland Student Activities 
Board will present an exciting night of mystery and mur
der. SAB member Ken Barber will play host for a "Mur
der on the Mainland" party April 14. 

The party will begin around 3 p.m. or 4 p.m. in the 
pit of the Administration Building. It will ultimately end 
in the Leaming Resource Center Auditorium, L-131, be-

ing, promises to keep everyone on their toes. 
Prospective guests should sign up by April 7 in the 

gym. For information contact Barber at (713) 534-4038. 

New spring theater dates announced 
By AMY TAFT 
Co-assistant Editor 

Guys and Dolls will be April 18 at 1:30 p.m. and April 
19 at 7 p.m. in the COM Theater. Auditions at the Uni
versity of Houston-Clear Lake will be April 26 at 7 

Reggie Schwander, assistant coordinator of the Col- p.m. and April 29 at 7 p.m. The show will run July 22 
lege of the Mainland Arena Theatre, announces that the through Aug. 8 at UHCL Bayou Auditorium Thursdays 
spring theater dates have been changed. through Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 

William Shakespeare's comedy A Midsummer The Bayou Auditorium seats an audience of 500 
Night's Dream runs March 25 through April 4 with a compared to COM's Arena Theatre which only seats an 
break for the Easter weekend, April 8-11. Shows will re- audience of 150, according to the COM Theatre's Front 
sume April 15 and run through April 25. Row March issue. Since the Bayou Auditorium has extra 

Auditions for Neil Simon's comedy, Rumors, will seating the COM theater program will be able to per-
be March 28 at 1:30 p.m. and March 29 at 7 p.m. in the form to the same number of patrons with fewer perfor-
COM Arena Theatre. Rumors will run June 3 through mances. 
June 27. For more information call (409) 948~12iror (713) 

COM auditions for the classical Broadway musical 280:3991, Ext. 345 . .- -.......... , ...... ---~~-.-: .. --., ~·•"':·~ ~ 
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College of the Mainland and the Student Activities 
Board will present the last free movie in the series of 
three free movies shown each semester. Aladdin , a Walt 
Disney full-length cartoon, will be screened in the Leam
ing Resource Center Auditorium, L-131, April 16 and 
17 at 7 p.m. All in the community are welcome. 

Earth Day·picnic 
In honor of Earth Day (April 24) the College of the 

Mainland Student Activities Board will celebrate by 
sponsoring an Earth Day Picnic Saturday, April 24. The 
picnic is to be held at Jack Brooks Park in Hitchcock 
from early afternoon until dusk and is open to students, 
faculty, staff and their families and friends. 

Free soft drinks and food including salads, chips, hot 
dogs and cookies will be available, and outdoor activities 
including softball, volleyball, bingo and Earth Day relay 
games are planned to make the event fun for all. 

Volunteers needed 
Students interested in being volunteers at the MS 

Society's Camp Can-Do should contact Cheryl Barbeau 
at the MS Society, 2211 Norfolk, Suite 825, Houston, 
TX 77008 or call (713) 526-8967, or 1-800-323-4873. 

I All you·j~e~f!Pizza, SpaGatti•i~ad&Dutch~ppil~~tt I For INDEPENDENT TRAVELERS we offer: 
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• low cost air tickets • hotel vouchers· 
• rail passes • dormitory housing 
• ship and ferry tickets ·• apartments, cottages 
• rental cars or castles 

ACTION PACKED ESCORTED TOURS 
(by AESU or CONTIKI - for 18 - 35 year olds ) 
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* affiliated with INTERNATIONAL TOURS· HOUSTON 

2925 Palmer Suite C 
Texas City, Texas 77590 
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Board hears total quality management plan 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
Managing Editor 

President Larry L. Stanley presented his model of a 
Total Quality Management system to the College of the 
Mainland Board of Trustees at their regular meeting 
April 22. 

He told the board that over the p~t year, COM has 
been converting to the TQM system beginning with cus-

todians and the COM Police Department. President Stan
ley emphasired that TQM will improve how problems 
are handled at COM by allowing direct contact anwng 
different work groups. This will eliminate having to go 
through different levels of a hierarchy to work out prob
lems. 

President Stanley also noted that "Laredo Junior 
College and COM are the only two colleges in Texas 
who are doing anything significant (with TQM)." Laredo 

True outstanding teacher 1993 
By KIM MITCHELL · D T ho has 
C · Ed. r. rue, w 

o-ass1stant Jtor been at COM for 10 

Biology instructor Dr. Renate True was named Out
standing Teacher for 1992-1993 at the College of the 
Mainland Employee Recognition Dinner held April 16 at 
the South Shore Harbour Conference Cent.er in Clear 
Lake. 

The other four fJnalists, announced April 5, were 
Larry Smith, history instructor and Outstanding Teacher 

f 988; :Marty Caylor, sociology instructor; Emmeline 
Dodd, biology instructor; and Robert Wennagel, account
ing and business law instructor. 

Dr. True felt "pleasantly surprised." She said, "The 
students know I love teaching, and I love my students." 

Orginally from Brazil, Dr. True moved to Houston 
from New Orleans, La., in 1977. That same year, she 
met Mrs. Dodd and became a guest speaker for Dodd's 
classes. One of Dr. True's most outstanding accomplish
ments is that she was one of the first five female aqua
nauts. She worked in the U.S. Virgin Islands on the 
Tektite II project in July 1970. 

years, has been nominated 
as outstanding instructor 
three times and has won 
each time. In 1989 she 
also won one of 10 Piper 
Awards given out each 
year. 

Outstsndi.,g Teacher 
winners are then nominat
ed for the Piper Award and 
compete with all higher Dr. Renate True 
education ,institutions, including Baylor University in 
Waco and Texas A & M University in College Station. 
Dr. True is the only Outstanding Teacher from COM to 
have won the Piper Award 

Also, Dr. True had one of her dreams come true 
when Margaret Lavine, one of her first students at COM, 
came back to COM and joined the nursing faculty. "A 

See True Page 11 

is at approximately the same stage of TQM development 
as COM. 

TQM is concerned with focusing on the "customer" 
rather than the organization, President Stanley explained. 
The customer at COM is the student, as well as the 
community. 

Work groups are evolving around each discipline and 

See President Page 11 

Commencement 
set May 7 at 7 p.m. 
By KIM MITCHELL 
Co-assistant Editor 

It's that time of the year again. A time when a 
number of College of the Mainland students will 
be graduating with associate degrees, high school 
diplomas and general education diplomas. Gradua
tion will be held Friday, May 7, in the La Mar_g.ue 
High School Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. 

By now, students who signed up in March to 
be considered for graduation should have received a 
letter from COM allowing them to get their caps 
and gowns in the library. 

Carolyn Warner, an author and educator, will 
be this year's guest speaker. Warner is one of 
America's most articulate educational and public 
policy leaders, according to the fact sheet sent to 

See Graduation Page 11 

COM plants memorial tree in honor of Stout 

President Larry L. Stanley addresses the family of Dr. Chester C. Stout Jr., who died a year ago April. Approximately 
25 people attended the April 27 memorial service held by the Texas red oak planted in Dr. Stout's honor in front of 
the Administration Building. (Photo by Melani Thompson) 

By MELANI THOMPSON 
Managing Editor 

I ' 
A Texas red oak was dedicated at a small ceremony 

April 27 in honor of College of the Mainland counselor 
Dr. Chester Stout, who died a year ago. 

Dr. Stout, who was a counselor at COM for more 
than 15 years, died April 1992 of a heart attack. 

President L.arry L. Stanley opened the ceremony by 
saying a few words about Dr. Stout to approximately 25 
people gathered in front of the Administration Building. 
He then asked Dr. William T. Spillar to speak about Dr. 
Stout. 

Dr. Spillar, chairman of the Division of Arts and 
Humanities, said that he thought of Dr. Stout as a very 
good friend and missed him a lot. 

To show how much Dr. Stout loved life, Dr. Spillar 
said that one morning in Austin, Dr. Stout looked out 
the window and said, "A hundred artists with a thousand 
brushes couldn't have made a belt.er day." Dr. Spillar said 
it was gray outstde. 

After Dr. Spmar spoke, the president requested a 
moment of silence so each person could remember Dr. 
Stout in his own way. Then President Stanley asked Dr. 
Stout's wife Claire if she wanted to speak. Dr. Stout's 

See Stout Page 11 
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Catherine Roy, COM ceramics student, arranges exhibits for Art Association Sale and Festival held April 22. 
(Photo by Alice Russell) 

COM art gallery exhibit opens 
By CARL JESSEN Jr. 
Staff Reporter 

The Reception for College of the Mainland Stu
dent's Art Show held in the COM Fine Arts Building 
played host to numerous art lovers April 22. 

The COM student show included various works of 
art and an art sale. An exhibit of works by area high 
school students who have won scholarships to attend 
COM also was on display. 

The gala event kicked off that afternoon with perfor-

mances by the COM Jazz Combo, followed by the 
COM Singers, Woodwind Ensemble, Brass Guild and a 
piano recital to "spark" the opening of the exihibit 
which features works of COM students on display 
through May 3. 

While art enthusiasts wandered through the gallery, 
a classical guitar ensemble performed outside the en
trance to the gallery. 

Following the art gallery opening, a presentation of 
Shakespeare's A Mid-Summer Night's Dream was held 
in COMs Arena Theatre. 

COM discount card offers$ savings 
By BRANDI RYAN 
Starr Reporter 

Are you one of those people who are always look
ing for a bargain? 

If so, you're in luck. At the beginning of the semes
ter the Student Activities Board put together a student 
discount card featuring discounts and savings from area 
merchants. 

The best and most important part is the card can 
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still be picked up by all College of the Mainland stu
dents, faculty and staff in the gym and it doesn't expire 
until Dec. 31. 

If you haven't already picked up your discount card, 
then you don't know what you are missing. There are 12 
area participants that offer great savings in different kinds 
of businesses. 

For example, there are several food discounts such 
as Mr. Gatti's, Carmine's Italian Restaurant, and 
Church's Chicken who offer 10 percent off all purchases. 
Then there are businesses that help you get ready for 
summer or just make you feel good about yourself. 

Islands Sun-Tan has $5 off any tanning package and 
a 20 percent discount on any tanning lotions. Regis 
Hairstylists also offers 20 percent off salon services. 

Also featured on the card are Pizza Hut, Wendy's, 
Firestone, Sonic, The Optometry Group, Luna's Mexi
can Restaurant and Schlotzsky's. 

If you want a card today, then go by the Gym or 
contact Maryann Urick at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
3991, Ext. 418. 

Note: Some of the businesses on the card ask that a 
student ID must accompany the student discount card. If 
there are any questions concerning discount offers on the 
card, you can contact Target Publishing Co. at (713) 
537-6464. 

Baybrook Mall flower sale 
There will be a flow~r sale and giftwrap booth at 

Baybrook Mall in the Sears Court May 7 and 8 from 10 
a.m. to 9 p.m. All proceeds will benefit the Bridge Over 
Troubled Waters, Inc., to meet the needs of battered 
women and their children. 

Pole climbers take 
fearful leap off aith 
Editor's note: College of the Mainland speech instructor 
Roger Stallings, author of this piece, is part of the col
lege's newly formed English/humanities self-managed 
work team. Other group members are English instruc
tors Brenda Brown, Brett Jarrrett, Jo Ann Pevoto, Ouida 
Sanmann, and journalism instructor Astrid H. Lowery. 

On April 23, a group which included members of 
the administration and a newly formed self-managed 
work team at College of the Mainland met at Tenn wood 
Country Oub northwest of Houston to experience some
thing quite out of the ordinary. It was to be a full day of 
trust and problem-solving exercises designed to instill 
cohesiveness and joint-awareness in the newly formed 
team. The group spent the entire day surrounded by na
ture, an environment far removed from the one in which 
they are accustomed to working. Each exercise was de
signed to capsulize valuable lessons in working together. 

But at the end of the day, the final challenge was 
presented. Those who were willing were to climb to the 
top of a 40 foot pole Gust like a telephone pole without 
the wires) and stand on the very top which was approxi
mately 12 inches in diameter. No, this is not as danger
ous as it sounds. Every participant was strapped into a 
harness with two security ropes attached to the back and 
suspended over sturdy cable and held by members of the 
team on the ground. Every member of the team was vital 
to this effort whether or not they chose to attempt the 
pole. Prior to this event, each member of the team was 
asked to fill out two cards. The ~t card expressed their 
greatest fear, and the second card revealed their greatest 
desire. Only after each member had swpassed their hi b
est expectation of themselves were they given the oppor
tunity to destroy their fear and celebrate their desire. 

Those of us who experienced the pole also experi
enced the same terrifying realization when we were close 
to the top. "What do you do when you run out of pole?" 

I was doing fine until there was nothing left to hold 
onto. Then, a fear unlike any fear I have ever experienced 
swept over me. All my life, I have only trusted that 
which could be seen, heard, smelled, tasted or touched. 
Suddenly, I was being asked to put my trust in some
thing that had none of .these essentials (remember, by 
this point you have forgotten about the two ropes 
strapped to your back). 

Only two things can get you to the top of that pole. 
.. faith in yourself and faith in the people cheering you 
on from below. One foot made it to the top. I froze. I 
bargained, I justified. I pleaded for mercy. But from be
low came nothing but encouragement. "You can do it! 
We know you can do it!" 

Before I knew it, I was standing at the top of that 
pole. I took from my pocket the card that expressed my 
greatest fear. Tearing it into tiny pieces, I flung it over 
my shoulder like so much confetti. A calm came over 
me like nothing I have ever experienced. But now I had 
to get down. There was a trapeze suspended seven feet 
away. Leaping from the pole was as difficult as getting 
to the top. I took a deep breath and jumped. Although I 
wasn't able to hold firmly to the trapeze, the ropes 
grabbed me, and my team lowered me safely to the 
ground. There I was met with much celebration. 

Some of us conquered that pole, and some never 
made it past halfway. But that was still half a pole far
ther than they ever dreamed they could go. Others were 
able to only touch the top. But each of us had gone far 
beyond our limitations. 

We walked away with yet another understanding at 
the end of the day. As faculty members at College of the 
Mainland, we ask our students to climb to the top of the 
pole every single day ... to push themselves past the 
point of guaranteed no-risk success. Will we be there for 
them, cheering them on from below? Or will we forget 
that we onpe stood near the top-t.erriQed-:-because we 

' ·had nin out ofix>le? ' · 6y Roger Stallings 



COM students, faculty, staff and their families play a crazy game at the Earth Day Picnic held at Jack Brooks Park 
in Hitchcock April 24. The picnic was sponsored and organized by the SAB, and offered free hot dogs, chips, drinks 
and salads as well as a variety of games to play. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Editor blasts low forum turnout 

Melani 
Thompson 

OK, I've just about had it Ahnost everybody has 
complaints about something here at College of the 
Mainland However, very few people are willing to do 
anything about it. 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 
Development, has been having a .. forum" during College 
Hour twice a semester for the past year and a half. He 
has given his time to hear your complaints. There is 
even a box in the Student Center into which you can 
place your questions or your complaints. But did any of 
you show up at the forum? No. Only 11 people crune 
April 22, and most of them were there in an official ca-

pacity. They included Dean Bass' secretary, Terrilynn 
Rotramel, Dr. Henry D. Pope, Dean of College and Fi
nancial Services, Student Activities Board members and 
their sponsor, Maryann Urick. 

H you have a problem, the only way to fix it is to 
make it known. Dean Bass addresses questions and com
plaints during the forum and answers them to the best of 
his knowledge. Hhe doesn't.know the answer, he will 
consult the appropriate person and respond at the next 
meeting. 

So why doesn't anyone come to the forums? One 
problem may be the fact that the meetings are scheduled 
during lunch time. That can be solved fairly· simply. 
Bring it with you! But I think there might be a bigger 
problem. It's simply that you guys don't care. You're 
content to simply sit back and complain and leave it at 
that. You don't care if anything gets done about it. 

The point I'm trying to get across is, if you're not 
willing to do something about your problems and com
plaints, quit complaining. 

Cinco de Mayo celebratio;n May 4 
By ALICE RUSSELL 
Photography Editor 

Editors Note: This is the third part in a three-part series 
about the COM Amigos. 

Mexicanos, al grito de guerra 
El acero aprestad y el bridon, 

r retiemhle en sus centrol la tierra 
Al sonoro rugir de/ canon 

The opening refrains of the "Himno Nacional Mexi
cano" (The Mexican· National Anthem) will welcome 
guests to College of the Mainland's 20th annual obser
vance of Cinco de Mayo at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, May 4, 
in the Teaching Auditorium (L-131). 

The national anthems of both Mexico and the Unit
ed States, performed by the COM Brass Guild. will open 
the diplomatic event. 

The Honorable Juan Roberto Gonwez, director of 
the Diplomatic Corps of Mexico's Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs will deliver the keynote address on the North 
American Free Trade Agreement. Gonwez has been a 
collaborating member of the Mexican negotiating team 
for the NAFT A and an active participant in NAFT A
related conferences. . 

"We are indeed fortunate to have someone as knowl
edgable about this critically important topic speak to us 
at this time," said Dr. Manuel Urbina, social science in
structor at COM. "The North American Free Trade 
Agreement represents one of the most pressing issues of 

I •• 

our times because of the significant and long-term im
pact it will have on the economies of the United States, 
Mexico and Canada." 

The captivating melodies of Mexican mariachi folk 
songs will bring the flavor of old Mexico to the celebra
tion. The mini-concert of Mexican folk songs will be 
performed by the Mariachi Los Gallitos, recent winner of 
the title of "Best Mariachi Band in Texas." 

History will come alive for visitors at a unique ex
hibit of Mexcian artifacts. The rare and_original histori
cal documents, authentic pre-Columbian artifacts and pa
per money of the Mexican Revolution will be on display 
in the foyer of the library from 4 to 7 p.m. 

The Cinco de Mayo celebration is organized each 
year by the COM Amigos. 

Arturo Garza. Amigo's president, visited Gon7.alez 
at the Mexican Consulate in Houston in December with 
a formal invitation to speak at COM. When Gonzalez 
accepted the invitation, he was deputy consul in Hous
ton. He has since been promoted to head the Diplomatic 
Corps in Mexico City. 

The Amigos is a club comprised of Mexican
Americans or anyone interested in Mexican-American 
culture. It was organized to bring Mexican cultural 
events to COM and to serve as a link between COM and 
the Mexican-American community. 

COM has extended invitations to leaders of local in
dustry and the public to join the festivities, experience 
Mexican culture and hear the concerns of our neighbor to 
the south. · 
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Dean Bass Forum 
lets students speak 
By CARL JESSEN Jr. 
Starr Reporter 

Do you have a question or complaint concerning 
College of the Mainiand that you are not quite sure if 
anyone-can answer? 

Chances are it can be answered through the "Dean 
Bass Forum," a session sponsored by the Student Activi
ties Board. The forum, hosted by Dr. Donald G. Bass, 
dean of Instruction and Student Development, gives stu
dents the opportunity to present their ideas, questions, 
compliments or complaints. Also if a student just has 
something to say about what he or she likes or dislikes 
about COM,.the forum gives him or her the opportunity 
to do so. 

The most recent Dean Bass Forum was held April 
22 with seven students present Four were representing 
the SAB, and in case you are wondering the other three 
were from thelnterCOM. 

One· issue discussed in the session included food 
prices in the COM Snack Bar, which is operated by 
Brown Food Services. Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of Col
lege and Financial Services, was one of the guests asked 
to discuss the matter. The scales used by Brown Food 
Services are an issue of controversy as well as the 25 
cents per ounce of salad charged by the COM Snack Bar. 
The complaint is that the price of an average salad would 
be $6.25 at that rate. The same salad could be purchased 
at nearby restaurants at a much lower price. 

Dr. Pope stressed that the COM Snack Bar cannot
not compete with local restaurants because its operating 
costs are greater than those of a restaurant chain or fran
chise. 

Dr. Pope offered the SAB the opportunity to sit 
down in a conference-style setting with Brown Food Ser
vices and himself to discuss the matter at a later date. 

COM Child Development instructor Susan Plasek 
came to answer questions from previous forums dealing 
with child care for the children of single parents in even
ing and Saturday classes. "We have approx1mately 400 
single parent students here at COM," Dr. Bass said. 

The issue of some sort of child care during summer 
semesters also was discussed. Plasek, however, did not 
give a definite answer as to whether or not it will happen 
because it would require a change of cleaning staff since 
the custodians only are allowed to work eight hours a 
day. 

Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of College and Financial 
Services, responds to a question at the April 22 Dean 
B~ Forum. Dean Bas., had asked Dean Pope to answer 
some questions about day care at COM. 

(Photo by Melani Thompson) 
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Pat Hagan, a representative of Space Center Houston, chats with Anthony Hawkins, director of Job Placement/ 
Special Populations Placement division, April 14 at the Annual Job Fair held in the gym. 

(Photo by Alice Russell) 

COM, OAAC sponsor job seminar 
By CARL JESSEN Jr. 
Starr Reporter 

Do you need a better job? Is your present job prov
ing to be nothing more than a dead end? Or are you one 
of the man-y who cannot get a job for some reason? If 
you are a student here at College of the Mainland, the 
Job Placement Office in the Technical Education Build
ing (T-OIB), might be able to assist you in finding a 
job. 

The seminar "Landing That Job and Employment 
Trends," sponsored by the Student Activities Board, gave 
students some ideas of how jobs actually are obtained. 

"Is there anyone here who decided to come to college 
not to get a good job?" asked Anthony Hawkins, director 
of Job Placement/Special Populations l;>lacement divi
sion, in the April 8 seminar. 

Hawkins informed the audience that "80 percent of 
the jobs available today are in what is called the hidden 
job markeL" The hidden job market involves networking 
through friends, relatives and neighbors who know of a 
job and pass the word on to someone. He also described 
"cold turkey contacts" which involve calling the employ
er and asking about any job opportunities he may be 
aware of. 

"The other 20 percent of the jobs today can be found 
by answering classified advertisements or registering 
with employment agencies," Hawkins said. 

Hawkins presented a graph of statistics "How Peo
ple Find Jobs" to the audience, then explained that 35 
percent of jobs people find today are from applying di
rectly to the employer, 28 percent are found through 
friends and relatives, 14 percent are found in classified 
ads, 11 percent are found through an employment agency 
and 9 percent are found through other methods. 

Hawkins stated that only 3 percent of jobs are found 
through school job placement offices. 

''The (COM) Job Placement Office has three major 

functions within its structure of operations," Hawkins 
explained. These functions are geared at serving students, 
former students and the community. The services ren
dered ... are job placement, special populations services 
and career developmenL" 

The special populations section, which is divided 
into six categories, is heavily funded by the Carl Perkins 
GranL Grant money is available to students who are han
dicapped. educationally disadvantaged, economically dis
advantaged, have limited English proficiency, are single 
parents and, or students who have recently been released 
from a correctional institution. 

The Job Placement office lists area full- and part
time job opportunities for students and former students. 
The office also assists in career development, focuses on 
the person's timeliness, time management, critical 
thinking skills, ability to work on a team, interviewing 
skills, professional appearance. ability to budget person-
al finances and problem solving techniques. 

At the end of the seminar the Organization of Afri
can American Cultures presented a fashion show demon
strating how to 'dress for an interview. COM Campus 
Police Officer Jeanette Swindell described each model's 
attire in detail. - --The Job Placement Department held its annual Job 
Fair in the gym April 14. Employers who participated 
were Auto Zone, the City of Houston Police Depart
ment, Gail Davis Personnel, The Gulf Coast Center, 
Kelly Temporary Services, M. David Lowe (a business 
related firm), The Meador Companies, Office of Person
nel Management, Primerica Financial Services, Space 
Center Houston, Texas Employment Commission, 
Transitional Leaming Community at Galveston, United 
Parcel Service, U.S. Marshal Service, the United States 
Air Force, the United States Army, the United States 
Marines, the United States Navy and the University of 
Texas Medical Branch. 

Dial-a-doctor: evening psychiatry hotline set May 3 
In recognition of Mental Health Month, the Hous

ton Psychiatric Society and the Harris County Medical 
Society will co-sponsor the annual Mental Health Dial
a-Doctor Program from 6 to 9 p.m. on Monqay, May 3. 

, , . ' . 

Psychiatrists will confidentially answer phone calls from 
those in the community with questions pertaining to 
mental health. The phone number to call will be (713) 
790-1838. 

·, . "' ~ . ~ ~ .. 

LSD: round trip 
journey of the mind 
By KIM MITCHELL 
Co-assi.stant Editor 

It was a typical night out with friends, some former 
and some current College of the Mainland students. The 
plan was to meet at someone's house and then for every
one to go to another friend's apartment. The drugs of 
choice for that evening turned out to be pot and LSD (ly
sergic acid diethylamide). Pot ·was no big deal since for 
several years I'd been around people who smoked. It was 
LSD that I was curious about. I didn't want to try it; I 
was only there to watch. 

After a couple of hours of watching some of the 
guys become childish, paranoid and/or uninhibited, the 
only one whom LSD hadn't seemed to affect thought it 
was time to take this "gang" elsewhere. A park was the 
next destination. 
. As I was talking to one of these guys in the park, 

another one came over to us and blurted out that above 
us, he saw the trees having sex. The first guy tried to ex
plain to the second guy that "trees don't have sex," but 
the second guy insisted that they were. Whether he was 
serious or not, and as comical as it may seem, that was a 
good example of the drug-induced images that occur 
while a person is under the influence of LSD. . 

LSD is a hallucinogenic drug that is so potent that 
dosages are measured in micrograms (millionths of a 
gram). An amount sufficient to produce the most pro
found effects can barely be seen by the naked eye, accord
ing to John Rublowsky, author of The Stoned Age. He 
also writes that LSD was first synthesized in spring 
1938 in the Sandoz Laboratories, near Basel, Switzer
land, 

Dr. Albert Hofmann. a chemist and his assistant, 
Dr. Arthur Stoll, conducted a series of experiments with 
synthesizing several compounds derived from ergot One 
of those compounds was LSD, according to The Stoned 
Age. Ergot, a fungus that grows on rye and other grains, 
was used by European midwives to assist in childbirth 
and to perform abortions. Small doses of ergot were 
known to relieve that pain and stop the bleeding in both 
JX()CCdures. 

·Five years later, Dr. Hofmann accidentally swal
lowed a small dose of LSD and reported feeling "restless 
and dizzy." He is quoted as saying in the Swiss Archives 
of Neurology: "I sank into a not unpleasant delirium 
characterized by an extreme degree of fantasy. Fantastic 
visions of extraordinary vividness accompanied by a ka
leidoscopic-like play of intense coloration continually 
swirled in my head." The book does not reveal how Dr. 
Hofmann accidentally swallowed LSD. 

Between 1949, when the drug was introduced in the 
United States and 1965, when it was declared illegal, 
physicians and psychiatrists trying to find a practical use 
for LSD gave it to normal volunteers, mental patients, 
alcoholics, criminals, heroin addicts, scholars, house
wives, slow and fast learners and a variety of animals, 
according Rublowsky in The Stoned Age. 

LSD was found to be beneficial in areas of criminal 
mentality, for alcoholics and some heroin addicts. How
ever, they then became dependent upon the hallucinogen
ic to help deal with everyday situations. So this was a 
matter of replacing one addiction with another, which 
solved nothing. 

"Researchers had high hopes for LSD as a magic 
short cut to psychological insight," said Dr. Jerome 
Jaffe, associate director for treatment policy at the Feder
al Office of Treatment Improvement. He related this in 
an interview with Winifred Gallagher of American 
Health in December 1990. 

"After spending another 20 years on (studying) ad
diction, it's clear to me that a religious-type experience 

See LSD Page 5-
d i ., 
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Tanning beds: caution needed, not really safer than sun 
By BRANDI RYAN 
Staff Reporter 

You know it's almost summer in Texas when the 
sun breaks through the clouds and shines for more than a 
week .. .and when your local tanning salon doesn't have 
an opening! 

People like to get a tan before summer actually ar
rives .. That's where the tanning salon fad enters into the 
picture. 

Simultaneously with the advent of summer, con
cerns about tanning pop up, and despite medical research
ers' warnings, the yearly controversy is on: to tan or not 
to tan. 

Did you ever wonder how Americans became in
volved in the controversial issue of tanning? And where 
did the idea to get a tan other than from the sun origi
nate? 

Seventy years ago, lying out in the sun to get a tan 
was made popular by fashion designer Coco Chanel. 

"Passion for the sun's rays has been a cultural fixa
tion in America since the 1920s when Coco Chanel, 
bronzed from head to toe, returned from a vacation on the 
Dulce of Westminster's yacht," reads an article in the Au
gust 1992 issue of Life magazine. "In no time her dark 
hue became 'the look,' replacing the pale complexion fa
vored by the rich since Victorian days." 

Although tanning beds first came out of Europe, 
they have currently been popular in America for the last 
15 years. Since that time, people have conµ.nued to ig- . 
nore researcher's warnings and have entered into a new di
mension of tanning. 

The first idea of a tanning bulb originated in Europe 

'P---~~~~----
\ 
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in 1963, but the tannin~/ad didn't evolve in America un
til 1978. 

"Dr. Frank Kosmedico discovered the first tanning 
device which was used mostly by celebrities for their fac
es," said Kenny Hollingsworth who is an employee of a 
tanning supply house out of Houston. 

"In 1978, the tanning craze came into the United 
States when Dr. Rheem manufactured the first American 
tanning bed." 

Today, dermatologists are fighting for a complete re
versal of attitude toward the tanning fad According to a 
May 1992 issue of Consumer magazine, cancer experts 
recommend using sunscreens as a crucial weapon in the 
tanning battle. 

The article continues that dermatologists advise 
year-round daily use of an SPF-15 sunscreen, which 
blocks 94 percent of ultraviolet B rays. (The B rays play 
the greatest role in spurring cancers.) 

Experts are consistently warning Americans of the 
hazards of exposure to UV rays. 

"To understand why sun damages, think of yourself 
sitting unprotected on the beach for four hours," relates 
Dr. Warwick Morison, associate professor of dermatolo
gy at Johns Hopkins University Baltimore, Md., in the 
article "No Safe Tan" in the May 1992 issue of Consu
mer. "This sunbathing process kills skin cells by UV ra
diation and alters the function of collagen and elastin, the 
connective tissue in the skin. It also causes blood ves
sels to dilate, which makes the person turn red" 

Dr. Darrell Rigel, a clinical assistant professor of 
dermatology at New York University says: "There's no 
such thing as a safe tan. You have to think about why 
you tan. The body senses that it is being injured by UV ·----~~~~---~ 

\ 
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radiation and, to protect itselfri,t produces melanin. Mel
anin is the body's natural sun block, the dark pigment 
that skin cells produce to block out damaging rays that 
cause tanning." 

Although there are endless calculations to think 
about concerning tanning and the effects, medical experts 
have recognized some positive aspects of tanning. 

"Tanning increases pigment and thickens the skin," 
reads an abstract written in the May 1992 issue of the
Washingtonian. "The thickening of the skin is a positive 
aspect in tanning because it adds protection from sun
light. Proper tanning technique, with the use of a sun
screen, is essential." 

A recent concern has focused on the untrained salon . 
operators who have bypassed recommended procedures 
such as not informing the client about .wearing protec
tive eyewear while tanning. 

A survey of 31 salon operators in Lansing, Mich., 
found that only two were aware of the link between tan
ning and skin cancer, according to the December issue of 
American Health magazine. Artificial sun may not burn 
as easily as the sun's UV B rays, but the lamps still 
emit radiation. 

Two thirds of the salon operators in the study 
wrongly believed an indoor tan protects against an out
side bum. Because none of the operators monitored the 
power used, people with fair skin received the same ex
posure as those with darker, more sun-tolerant skin. 

Dr. Patrick Alguire, the Lansing internist who con
ducted the survey, calls the situation "medically uncon
scienable" and faults the medical community for "not 
getting the word out as well as it should" • 

"The study demonstrates my deepest concerns," Dr. 
Alguire continued in American Health magazine. "Most 
operators are totally ignorant of what they are doing. I 
think states should pass an amendment requiring opera
tors to take a course before being licensed. Only 14 
states, excluding Texas, have not passed some form of 
legislation that would regulate the tanning industry." 

Salon operators are required to warn patrons that cer
tain medications, such as birth control pills, antibiotics, 
some high blood pressure medications, diuretics and tran
quilizers, can cause dangerous photosensitive reactions. 

Approximately 1,547 Americans visited emergency 
rooms in 1988 because of injuries from misusing tan
ning equipment 

People have the right to hear all the information 
gathered on tanning, including tfie dangers and the mis
conceptions, and then to make a decision whether to tan 
and if so, in a tanning bed or in the sun. 

After all, summer is here. Scientists can't change 
that. The tanning fad might fade, but until then people 
will continue to pack the tanning salons and the head
lines will still read, the controversy: to tan or not to tan. 
The important thing is to know the facts and tan accord
ingly . 

LSD eventually affects users' bodies, lives, minds 
Continued from Page 11----------- · • · ·• . , . Age. It was reported m The Stoned Age that LSD rear- man, 25, agreed to plead guilty m exchange fqr the state 
can be v~ry helpful m trea°!'ent. Thats the basis of AA ranges people's chromosomes and makes them vulnera- dropping the capital murder charges, whicti carry the 
(Alco_holics Anonymous), Dr. Her~ert Kleber told ble to diseases such as leulcemia. death penalty, according to Assistant District Attorney 
American H~a~th. Klebe~ seems to believe that LSD can Sebastian Bach of the band Skid Row wrote a lyric Michael Wenk, quoted in an article in the student news-
prod~ce a religi~us expenence. . . for one of his songs that reminds me of the above person · paper the University Star March 23. 

, When talki~g about th~ psychedel~c e~penence, ~ who uses LSD. "Paranoid delusions they haunt you, 
we re really talking about is the functionmg of equip- where's my friend I used to know? He's all alone, he's 
ment in the brain that permits consciousness of any buried deep within a carcass searching for a soul." Bach 
kind," said Dr. Daniel Freedman, professor of psychiatry wasn't specifically talking about LSD, but he was speak-
and pharmacology at University of California at Los An- ing of experiences of seeing his friends onldrugs. 
geles. "You can only have the LSD trip that's already in "It's mostly high school kids that do LSD," said 
your head. It's a physiological event Rather than adding Sheriff Robert Ingram of the Galveston County Sheriffs 
something foreign to the brain, LSD releases some of its Department. The reason LSD is so accessable to high 
normally suppressed latent capacities, rearranges what's school students is ·because of its low price. "It only costs 
there, increases sensitivity to stimuli usually screened about $5 a hit," Ingram said. 
out, and turns up the vol_ume." . There is a flip side to the rosy life these LSD users 

. ~SD affects the ~ram and liver. !t affects the trans- think they are living. A former student from Southwest 
?11Ss~on of th~ n~e ~pulses and disto~ those travel- Texas State University in San Marcos recently kill~ 
mg to the bram, according to Rublowsky m The Stoned two people while on LSD. In a plea bargain, Todd Car- , 

It's one thing to use LSD and experiment with it in 
a lab. It's another to use it recreationally out on the 
street. Although scientists are still trying to find a help
ful use for LSD, it is very dangerous. Those who are 
taking it seem to think they are impervious to its ef
fects. Since they are experimenting with LSD and be
lieve they know what they are doing, they feel LSD 
doesn't distort their rational view of life. 

Some of the LSD users of whom I've spoken, be
lieve it or not, are intelligent people. Yet, if they keep 
doing this stuff, they'll make great memories to the peo
ple who care abo1;1t .then:i sine:e there are only three ways 
to get out of drugs: jail, death ... or quit . 
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Members or the COM women's soccer team, organized in January 1993, are as follows: lying down, Angela Rojas 
of Texas City; second row,Jennifer Massie of Texas City, Dana Damian of Texas City, Nicole Miranda of Texas City 
and Shanna Warren of Texas City; third row, Assistant Coach Eric Leon of Texas City, Shelly Morris of Texas City, 
Kelli Havens ofTexas City, Michelle Bohn ofTexas City, Crystal Logan ofHitchcock;Johnnie Fleming ofTexas City, 
Sharon Fleming of Texas City and Head Coach Hector Victoria of Texas City. Not pictured: Jamie Massie of Texas 
City, Kristi Nickerson of La Marque, Tracy Gaspard and Brenda Hocker of Texas City. The team has played 10 
games so far. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Upcoming sports events posted 
Basic kayaking taught 

Are you wanting to challenge those white-water riv
ers but lack the skill to do so safely? College of the 
Mainland is offering sessions for those interested in 
learning basic kayaking skills taught by certified instruc
tors from the American Red Cross and American Canoe 
Association. Section B will be May 1 and 2, and Section 
C will be May 11, 15 and 16 from 7 to 9:30 p.m~ week
nights and 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturdays and Sun
days. The cost for the sessions is $49 for textbook and 
registration fees plus $39 for boat rental to be paid at the 
first class. Hurry because each session is limited to eight 
participants! For more information call (409) 938-1211 
or (713) 280-3991, Ext 417. 

Lifeguarding class 
Looking for a way to earn money, get a great tan 

and have a legitimate excuse to hang out by the pool all 
summer? College of the Mainland is offering an Ameri
can Red Cross Basic Lifeguarding class May 17 through 
27 from 6 to 9 p.m. at the COM pool. The cost is $25 
per person, and sign-up deadline is May 6. Prerequisites 
needed for the class: must be at least 15 years old, must 
be able to swim 500 yards continuously using the crawl, 
breaststroke, backstroke, sidestroke for 50 yards each, 
must be able to dive 9 feet and retrieve a brick, must 
have current adult CPR and first aid certification before 

completion of class. 

For more information call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 417. 

Racquetball partners 
All geared up to play racquetball but lack a partner? 

To fmd a partner for racquetball, sign up at the front desk 
of the Physical Education Building. Be sure to leave 
your name, phone number and level of experience. Per
sonnel at the front desk will give names of other players 
looking for partners. . 

Racquetball courts are open Monday through Friday 
8 am. to 10 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday 9 a.m. to 7 
p.m. For information on racquetball court reservations 
call (409) 935-4997 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 422. 

Medina River canoe trip 
The College of the Mainland Outdoor Adventure 

Program is offering a white-water canoe trip on the Me
dina River for experienced white-water canoeists only. 
Participants will leave May 21 at 6 p.m. and return May 
23 at 10 p.m. The $50 fee includes transportation, camp
ing and Saturday night's meal. An additional $5 fee is re
quired for the use of a COM canoe and is to be paid at 
the time of departure. • 

For more information call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 417. 

Treatments offered for nosebleeds 
Nosebleeds are an annoying problem, but they can 

usually be treated with simple first aid. 
Dr. John K. Jones, an otorhinolaryngologist at Bay

lor College of Medicine in Houston recommends that 
one applies pressure to the soft part, never the hard bony 
portion; of the nose for several minutes. Also one can 
soak a piece of cotton in nasal drops such as Neosyneph
ripe and pack the: nose with the cotto~. _If bleeding can-

not be stopped in 20 minutes, a physician should be 
consulted. 

Nosebleed deterrants that Dr. Jones recommends in
clude placing a humidifier in the room, especially during 
winter when heaters can dry the air because dry nasal p,as
sages are more likely to bleed. Also he recommends dis
couraging children from placing their fingers in their 
n~; this is the leadµig cause of nosebleeds in children. 

Superstars deserve 
huge sports salaries 
By CARL JESSEN Jr. 
Starr Reporter 

Do you believe the players of professional sports are 
overpaid? Looking at their situation from a fan's point of 
view and the brief amount of time in which they are 
physically able to play, do they really live a life of 
wealth and luxury after their careers have ended? 

Most professional baseball, basketball, football and 
hockey players are offered one-year contracts. The owner 
and general manager usually make their decision to sign 
the individual on the credibility, physical state and talent 
of the athlete. 

The player who has proven himself to his ballclub 
or organization he is with; is likely to sign a multi-year 
contract 

This is not the case in sports like boxing, golf and 
tennis. The athlete must win the match or game to ac
quire any kind of assets. 

"Pro careers are short, so you can't get caught up in 
the moment of having money," Kevin Seitzer told re
porters in his interview with Inside Sports in the March 
issue. Seitzer spent last season with the Milwaukee 
Brewers Major League Baseball Club. "I am completely 
debt-free:-completely. I go to fmancial seminars and get 
counseling to learn everything I can to manage my mon
ey and steer clear of all debt You can't just go out and 
blow your money because careers end abruptly." 

Seitzer, a man who made $1.625 million playing 
for the Kansas City Royals in 1991, had to settle for the 
major league minimum ($109,000) with Milwaukee last 
season because he failed to live up to expectations with 
the Royals. 

If a player cannot p ... --ove himself to an organization, 
chances are that he will not be included in the team's fu
ture. 

"It's insecure to live this way, but insecurity has 
been my entire baseball career," Seitzer told Inside 
Sports. "Except for the guys who sign five-year deals for 
big money, all professional athletes are insecure fman
cially." 

Now players of professional sports have even more 
reason to feel insecure. 

President Clinton is proposing to increase the high
est tax bracket from 31 to 36 percent and add a 3.6 per
cent surtax to incomes over $250,000 according to an ar
ticle by the Associated Press in The Galveston Daily 
News Feb. 25. 

More than 250 professional athletes will make at 
least $1 million this year, and more than half of the ma
jor leaguers will earn enough to reach the surtax level, 
so even though they earn a large salary the government 
takes a large piece of it 

Cleveland Indians (baseball) catcher Sandy Alomar 
Jr., who settled for $500,000 last season, told Inside 
Sports reporters: "Now Bill Clinton will come in and 
tax the wealthy more than ever. I just don't understand 
that. So taxes are a very big concern for all players, a 
very big concern." 

Alotnar added: "Ballplayers have a lot of expenses. 
You have to rent a car, and you have to buy suits, and 
there are a lot of expenses on the road, like dry cleaning. 
People don't realize how much things cost. If a guy 
signs for $500,000 he doesn't keep all that money." 

Rodney Hampton told Inside Sports: "My money 
management is geared to the possibility I can hurt my
self. I'll have money saved just in case I can't play any
more." He will earn $475,000 this year in the fmal year 
of his four-year contract with the New York Giants. 

"I'm just following rules of fmance taught to me by 
my mothet," ·Hampton told reporters. "She's the best fl

See Short Page 7 



Susan Roberts, Robert Padillo and Daniel Burk relax while deflating COM's earth ball at the April 24 Earth Day 
Picnic at Jack Brooks Park in Hitchcock. The SAB sponsored and organized the picnic. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Short playing time dictates big salaries 
Continued from Page 6---------
nancial adviser a guy could ever have." 

"I live conservatively because things are so volatile 
these days economically. I don't even own a car; what I 
do is work out deals with car dealers where they give me 
cars as a promotional tool for their showrooms. I am at 
that point that if I went down, if my playing days were 
over, I'd be OK for the rest of my life,"-Tomczak added. 

Barry Bonds, two-time Most Valuable Player (base
ball) for the Pittsburg Pirates, signed a record $43.75 
million, six-year contract (approximately $7.3 million a 
year) with the San Francisco Giants, according to The 
Associated Press article printed in The Galveston Daily 
News Feb. 25. 

Bonds, who is now one of the richest men in Major 
League Baseball, told reporters: "We're entertainers, dude. 
The sports world entertains people more than anyone, 
and they see us on a daily basis. Why dwell on my con
tract? Enjoy the show. It's not going to change. We pay 
a lot of taxes, even more now. Cut us some slack. There 
is a lot more to life than to be bickering or whining over 
money." 

Cecil Fielder, who has led the major leagues in 
RBIs for the past three years, said in the same article: 
"You know how the public is going to be. They are go
ing to expect things. All you can do is go out and play 
hard every day. I know this: I don't think I can do any 
better than what I have done so far." 

Probably the sports world's wealthiest individual is 
. Michael Jordan of the Chicago Bulls (National Basket
ball Association). His contract with the Bulls is an 
eight-year deal worth $25.75 million, but his main in
come is his endorsements with Nike, McDonald's and 

Chevrolet His endorsements made him $25 million last 
season, according to Inside Sports' research. 

As we look at the question of overpaid athletes, I 
believe they are not overpaid because of their high risk 
to injuries that could end their careers. Many athletes 
have encountered career-ending injuries and their liveli
hood from then on depends on how much money they 
have acquired through their sports careers. 

Many players are well aware of the situation and are 
investing and saving for their life after sports. 

I believe that the athletes who have the endorse
ments and fame are the ones who really earn the most 
because corporations use them in their advertising. Bo 
Jackson, the' once two-sport ironman, suffered a broken 
hip in 1991 while playing with the Los Angeles Raid
ers (football). 

Doctors have told him that his football career is 
over, but unlike in football which is almost all physical 
contact, with his new hip he has a shot at baseball where 
physical contact is minimal. _ 

According to a segment narrated by Leeza Gibbons 
on Entertainment Tonight March 24, she determined 
from Nike officials that Jackson's endorsement deals 
with Nike are safe because even if he fails in the sports 
scene, he is still considered a great athlete. 

The wealth of the athletes is actually multiplied by 
the many endorsement deals and the multi-yearoeontracts 
they make. If we consider the short .time span of their ca
reers, the amount of money they make does not seem 
unreasonable. In order for them to li\'.e well after their 
sports career has ended, for whatever reason, athletes 
must invest their income wisely for the rest of their 
lives. 
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Astros improving 
McLane era begins 

Carl 
Jessen Jr. 

Hey all of you baseball fans, now that the Major 
League Baseball Season is well UJ}derway, the 1993 
Houston Astros have given many indications that they 
will contend in their division (National League West) 
this season. 

Let's just face the facts, Dr. John McMullen, the 
previous owner of the Astros did not know how to run 
the ballclub in a proper manner. He failed to keep the 
player many people believed was Houston's best player: 
Nolan Ryan. Dr. McMullen "exterminated" most of the 
veteran players on the team in 1990. 

Since Dr. McMullen has sold the team, there is a 
whole new outlook on the team. Credit is due to Dray
ton McLane Jr., an entrepreneur from Temple who 
bought the Astros without much, if any, knowledge of 
the game. 

The idea of buying the team was introduced to him 
by a group of people who asked him to join them in try
ing to buy the team from Dr. McMullen, a man hated by 
many Astros fans, including myself . . 

· When a deal could not be worked out between the 
group and Dr. McMullen, McLane began to think about 
buying the team himself and the "McLane Era" began. 

After buying the team, McLane signed Cy Young 
Award-winner Doug Drabek from the Pittsburg Pirates, 
Stratford High School (Houston) and University of Tex
as standout Greg Swindell from the Cincinnati Reds. 

The Astros finished the 1992 season with an 81-81 
record. Their defense had established itself with key 
players like Craig Biggio, who moved from catcher to 
second base, Jeff Bagwell, who began playing frrst base 
instead of third base which he played in the minor 
leagues with the Boston Red Sox club, Ken Caminiti 
who has excellent fielding range and let us not forget 
Finley who established himself as an above-average out
fielder also. 

I recently attended a home game to get a frrst-hand 
look at what McLane has done. In my view, he not only 
improved the team but the atmosphere in baseball for 
Astros fans. 

For all of those people who want the closest view, 
new ground-level box seats were added this season to re

' duce the space between the fans and the playing field. 
The seats are served by waitresses who bring concessions 
to the fans . 

Baseball fans should watch the 1993 Astros closely 
as McLane is pressed with decisions. He has proven that 
he is willing to do what ever it takes to get his ballclub 
to the ultimate challenge, the World Series. 
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Help available on campus for sexual harassment 
Ha e you ever felt an instructor invaded your per- struction and Student Development. You ma~ also talk 
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Plagiarism plagues 
colleges, universities 
By AMY TAFT 
Co1assistant Editor 

Like many of my friends, I am nearing the end of 
my first year in college. The college abnosphere ~as 
been much of an adjustment from the sheltered high 
school environment. Many of the pressures, however, 
are quite the same: to do well and receive good grades. · 

Getting good grades, particularly in English, is nev
er really a problem for me, provided I apply myself. But 
for one of my friends, English is a difficult subject. She 
has trouble organizing her thoughts, producing nearly 
flawlessly written sentences and actually motivating her
self to do the work. 

Since she is my friend, it is only natural that I help 
her out when I can, which sometimes means anything 
from correcting her papers to actually writing her papers 
or allowing her to turn in papers I had written for previ
ous classes. I realize now that most of my "helping" has 
not really helped her at all. I also now realize that what I 
was allowing her to do is plagiarizing, which is cheat
ing. 

Plagiarism is widespread among many students and 
in a sense, acceptable. For exampte, the story about my 
friend is true and this incident took place recently. 

Many students may wonder what plagiarism exactly 
is. Legal Aspects of Plagiarism, a reference booklet pub
lished by the National Organization on Legal Problems 
of Education, basically defines plagiarism as "a kind of 
theft" where the writer "steals the ideas or even the actual 
words of another writer without giving credit where it is 
due." 

The booklet says that plagiarism, however, is diffi
cult to define exactly because many "ideas, tenns, charac
terizations, story plots and even exact phrases may re
main in a writer's consciousness long after the course, or 
perhaps the knowledge that there was a prior source, has 
been lost from memory." 

Students may have difficulty distinguishing between 
ideas they have heard or read before and ideas they have 
developed themselves. · 

According to an article in the Palm Beach Post
Times Dec. 10, 1978, Nonnan Kent, associate professor 
of criminal justice at Florida Atlantic University in Boca 
Raton, stated that plagiarism is "the most rampant fonn 
of cheating." Kent said more common than the tenn pa
pers offered by research services and advertised i~ most 
university newspapers are the recycled papers which are 
"borrowed from a student who took the class before from 
another professor." 

Among students, reasons for plagiarism vary from a 
lack of time to a need to perform well. Kent also said 
that many students do not realize that plagiaris~ is 
wrong because they have so "much pressure·to get mto 
grad school, to maintain a certain grade average." 

Plagiarism, however, has its consequences. Many 
students may not realize the damage plagiarism may do 
to their academic careers. Legal Aspects of Plagiarism 
cites many cases involving students guilty of plagiarism 
in which students have had their diplomas held for one 
year, are suspended, or are required to retake the entire 
course. 

College of the Mainland's Management Guide Sys
tem, a manual which outlines procedures for the college 
faculty and staff, states that any "student cheating on 
work to be evaluated by the instructor may lead to the 
instructor withdrawing the student from the class." Basi
cally this policy means that the penalty for being caught 
in cheating of any kind, including plagiarism, is up to 
the discretion of the instructor. 

According to Legal Aspects of Plagiarism, faculty 

See Many Page 9 
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Hunters' dollars boost .small-town economies 
By CHRIS PETERS 
Starr Reporter 

The sport of hunting has challenged man since 
the beginning of time. Man has always had a need 
to hunt, whether it be for meat, sport or to relive 
his heritage. 

Hunters have often been stereotyped in car
toons and humorous songs as gun-happy drunks 
who don't know the difference between a deer and a 
cow. Although there are some who go hunting 
only to party, most hunters are respectable and 
take what they do very seriously. Even so there is 
a negative view of hunting and hunters that is not 
dese.rved. 

Hunters are not a bunch of gun-happy men 
who are trying to see how many animals they can 
kill, but families, friends, business associates and 
even total strangers brought together by a great 
sport. Hunting draws people from all walks of life 
and many times is a family affair. 

Hunting, which has become quite expensive, 
has also developed an educational aspect as well as 
providing a financial boost for communities, and 
those who make their living through the hunting 
industry. 

Many people in Texas who make their living 
in this way depend on sportsmen's dollars. Taxi
dermists, hunting and fishing guides, ranch own
ers, firearms dealers, wildlife biologists, thousands 
of small-town hotels and businesses and chains of 
sporting goods stores such as Academy depend on 
sportsmen's money. 

One beautiful Texas Hill Country town de
votes a whole section of its newspaper to hunters 
during hunting season. The Kerrville Daily Times 
produces a hunter's guide and cookbook full of tips 
about the Hill Country and advertisements for the 
local merchants. People who make their living in 
these "hunting" towns look forward to the eco-

nomic boost the hunting season provides. 
The first thing a hunter does when he arrives 

in town is spend money on food, gas, ammunition 
and whatever else he may need for his hunting ex
pedition. Many hunters have leases in or near these 
towns and return weekend after weekend filling up 
with gas and stocking up· on supplies, spending 
their money on all the necessities they need for the 
hunt This influx of people is repeated throughout 
Texas towns by the thousands of licensed hunters 
Texas has. 

Small towns are not the only ones who bene
fit from money spent by sportsmen. Texas' wild
life is the real beneficiary. 

According to the 1992-93 Texas Hunting 
Guide, put out by the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department, there are about 1 million licensed 
hunters in Texas. Including stamps and other con
tributions, hunters alone contribute $20 million 
yearly to Texas wildlife and habitat management, 
and if recreational boaters' and fishermen's dollars 
are included, sportsmen pay for almost 50 percent 
of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department's bud
get 

The TPWD uses this money to create better 
and more hunting opportunities as well as to im
prove and preserve wild life and wildlife habitat on 
both public and privately owned land. Texas, more 
than any other state, has much to show for its con
servation and game managment programs, such as 
more white-tailed deer and Rio Grande turkeys. 

It is hunters' dollars that have funded a wild 
turkey restoration project that is the most success
ful in the nation. Last year more turkeys were har
vested in Texas than the total wild turkey popula
tion statewide in 1945. The TPWD uses monies 
collecie<f to benefit outdoorsmen of every kind. 
Hunters, campers, fishermen and photographers 
now have a wider range of sporting opportunities 
than ever before. 

Texas hunters have found a fortune in hunting 
opportunities, and now there is a program that al
lows hunters to share their good fortune with the 
thousands of Texans who go hungry each year. 
Through Hunters for the Hungry hunters can do
nate meat This program brings together deer hunt
ers, processing plants and the End the Hunger Net
work Houston to provide low-fat meat to needy 
Texans. Hunters should tag the deer and bring it to 
a participating plant where they will be asked to 
pay a processing fee of $15. In 1991, 52,000 
pounds of venison were donated. 

Today there are those who want to stop hunt
ing. These extremists, who have been known to 
sabotage roads with nails and place glass in the 
food of hunting dogs, are demanding that hunting 
be outlawed. The ·people this would hurt most is 
the people who depend on hunters and their dollars 
to make their living. 

Guides, wildlife biologists, taxidermists and 
many others depend on Americans' hunting rights. 
These people are earning a living at what they love 
and do best In many cases they have been to col
lege or trade schools to learn their profession. 
They work hard year-round improving and caring 
for the wildlife habitat so that the animals may 
flourish. As population grows and wildlife habitat 
diminishes, biologists and landowners work to en
sure that the demands of the animals are met 

Between cattle, growth or'population, agricul
ture and wildlife ~re has to be a balance. Man's 
legal and rewarding consumption of animals is part 
of the balance. Hunters and ·everyone involved in 
this industry contribute to the improving of wild
life habitat and animal populations. Even if a per
son doesn't hunt but enjoys the beauty of wildlife, 
he has the people in the hunting industry who ac
tually donate their ~-earned money, time, educa
tion and in many cases their lives to wildlife to 
thank. 

Many students don't know not citing source is plagiarism 
ContinuecUrom Page~---------
and staff members may have a problem enforcing penal
ties for plagiarism because students may not "have ade
quately comprehended the meaning of accurate documen
tation." 

COM English instructor Ouida Sanmann said sever
al of her students have turned in papers which have 
"loose documentation." The students may forget to quote 
the source or paraphrase inaqequately. Students may not 
be aware that they are plagiarizing, and many instructors 
seem to take this into consideration before taking drastic 
measures. 

College level English instructors also may have 
more difficulty detecting plagiarism among students than 
high school English teachers. High school English 
classes meet on a daily basis as opposed to college Eng
lish classes which meet two or three times a week. High 
school teachers have a better knowledge of a student's 
ability because of the greater amount of time they spend 
with the students. 

High school teachers also are known to congregate 
in teacher's lounges to discuss the performance of their 
students. College instructors, however, generally have 
more pressing matters to attend to and often have a wider 
range of times at which their classes begin. 

Even though some college instructors may not actu
ally read students' papers and a few plagiarized ·papers are 
able to slip by, the blame does not lie with instructors. 
The blame lies solely with the student · 

Gary Sterliqg, an English teacher at Marshall Fun
damental Secondary School of Pasadena, Calif., says that 
by plagiarizing students are "living on borrowed time" 
and are "avoiding (their) own education." Students sim
ply need to take responsibility for their work arid avoid •. 

plagiarizing at all costs. 
Sterling offers students ideas on how to test their 

work for plagiarism in his article, "Plagiarism and the 
Worms of Accountability" in the May 1992 issue of The 
Education Digest. He suggests a student should ask him
self, "'Who is making the point?' If you are making it 
and establishing the context of discussion, and if your 
source materials support and illustrate in a subordinate 
way, you're on track." 

Sterling also adds that students should evaluate their 
work based on how much they have actually written 
themselves and how much of it is from another source. 
"If a quoted source makes the point and you don't incor
porate or elaborate on it, you yourself haven't done any
thing but a copying exercise." 

Students also need to develop good study habits and 
time management skills to ensure no last minute paper 
writing. Procrastinating only encourages the idea of pla
giarizing to relieve the stress of having to come up with 
last minute ideas. 

If all else fails, students should go to their instructor 
and ask for help. Students should take an aggressive ap
proach to learning and seek help when they need it Ster
ling tells his students that he wants to work with them 
at whatever level of their real performance so they can 
get better. He says that he can give them a good grade 
for learning, but adds "How can I grade you if you're not 
even involved in the process?" 

Students need to realize that all plagiarism says is 
that they are too lazy to come up with their own ideas, 
and when they plagiarize they are only hurting them
selves. Students, particularly on the college level, should 
be able to develop their own ideas. If they continue to 
plagiarize, how cm:i they be sure they can act~y think 

for themselves? 
The next time my friend comes to me for help, I 

will help her by offering to correct her paper not write it 
for her. 

3506 Palmer Hwy. Texas City 
945-2021 
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Ormide Armstrong, Sparky Koerner (COM Fine Arts instructor) and Rob Alley bold awards won at the GCIC Jazz 
Festival held Feb. 27 at San Jacinto Junior College-Central Campus. Armstrong and Alley won outstanding 
musicianship awards for their creative Jazz improvisational solos with the COM Jazz Combo. Koerner is holding 
a Meritorious Participation award presented to the Jazz Combo. 

Choir performs Spring Concert 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Advising Editor 

The musical stylings of the College of the Mainland 
vocal choir rang through the air April 21. The COM 
Singers and the Studio Singers presented a free Spring 
Concert at 7:30 p.m. in F-117 in the Fine Arts Build
ing. 

The gala began with the COM Singers' rendition of 
Thomas Morley's "Fire, Fire My Heart!" COM choir in
structor James Heffel then welcomed the audience by 
thanking them for coming to the concert. 

The singers then followed with John Dowland's stir
ring "Flow My Tears" and Allen Pote's "A Jubilant 
Song." The latter song featured soprano Janis Williams. 
Soprano Jennifer Griggs also was spotlighted during 
Robert Washburn's song "Gloria In Excelsis." 

The COM Singers ended the first half of the concert 
with "Three Spanish Ballads" by Eugene Butler and 
"Walkin' Down That Glory Road" by Mark Hayes. Aft.er 
a short _intermission, and a quick costume change, the 

Studio Singers made their way to the stage to belt out a 
few of the more modem tunes. 

The Studio Singers brought a mixture of choreogra
phy for visual effect and upbeat singing to such songs as 
"There is Something in the Air Tonight" by James Estes 
and the country hit "Achy Breaky Heart." 

Soprano Heidi Kulick and bass Clint Schumann led 
the group in a rendition of the title song from the Dis
ney movie "Beauty and the BeasL" Then soprano Tonya 
Newell led the ensemble in "The Living Years," the 
1980s Mike and the Mechanics hiL 

Heffel along with sophomores Newel, Kulick and 
tenor Troy Tet.er harmoniously performed the song "And 
So It Goes," while alto Kari Collier was the featured 
singer during the song "All the Things You Are." 

The Studio Singers ended the concert with an ener
getic basa nova style Broadway hit "I Go To Rio!," by 
the late Peter Allen. 

The applause given by the almost full room of stu
dents, faculty members and other music patrons proved 
the night an overall great success for the entire choir. 

COM jazz concert 
entertains audience 
By CARL JESSEN Jr. 
Staff Reporter 

As the semester comes to a close various musical 
events are being presented. The College of the Mainland 
Jazz Combo and Ensemble presented a concert on April 
8 in the Learning Resources Auditorium, with featured 
artists Kim Richmond on alto saxophone and soprano 
saxophone and Clay Jenkins on trumpet and flugelhom. 

Richmond, who has his own three-piece band in Los 
Angeles, Calif., has played with Stan Kenton's Band 
among many others. 

Jenkins, who was in the jazz band at the University 
of North Texas in Denton while COM director Sparky 
Koerner was working on his master's degree at UNf, 
also played with the Stan Kenton Band as well as Count 
Basie's Band and numerous other bands. 

The talented Jazz Combo began their repetoire with 
"Keio" by JJ. Johnson, written in 1953. Featured solo
ists were Ormide Armstrong on trumpet, Thomas Helton 
on bass, Chris Remsberg on piano and Matt Crawford 
on drums. 

"Dreams So Real" by Robert Watson followed, star
ring Rob Alley on ttumpeL 

The combo then shifted the spotlight to Richmond 
on alto saxophone and Jenkins on trumpet with "Clum
sy Delbert" by Jenkins. "I Cover the Waterfront" by 
John Green, "Pent-Up House" by Sonny Rollins with 
soloists Koerner and Jenkins both on trumpet and 
"Scamper Shift" by Richmond followed. 

Preceeding intermission, the combo performed "For 
Children of All Ages" by Robert Watson with soloist 
Armstrong (trumpet). 

The much larger Jazz Ensemble began their program 
with "Things Ain't What They Used To Be" by Mercer 
Ellington. Soloisi:s included James Templer on guitar, 
Vladimir Bourouk on t.enor saxophone and Gunnar Sea
berg on bass. 

The Ensemble concluded the evening with "Meaning 
of the Blues" by Stan Kenton, "I Concentrate on You" 
by Dewey Emey, "Loverman" by Jimmy Davis, "Sprite
ly Overdue" by Kim Richmond, "My One and Only 
Love" by Guy Wood and "Hello Young Lovers" by 
Richard Rogers. 

The Learning Resources Auditorium held a near ca
pacity crowd which only exemplifies that the talent of 
the COM Jazz Combo and Ensemble is only exceeded by 
their good taste in music and their great director, Sparky 
KC>emel'. 

COM campus police provide crime statistics 
By CARL ·JESSEN Jr. 
Staff Reporter 

Have you ever been a victim of crime on the cam
pus of College of the Mainland? 

Do you know that the Crime Awareness and Securi
ty Act of 1990 states that students and the higher educa
tion community are to be made aware of the presence of 
crime on campus? The act requires institutions "to pre
pare and publish statistical reports concerning the occur
rence on campus of the following criminal offenses dur
ing the most recent calendar year and the two preceeding 
calendar years: murder:, rape, robbery, aggravated assault 
burglary and motor vehicle theft and the number of ar
rests for crimes occurring on campus." 

Interim Police Chief (Acting Supervisor) Guillermo 
Huerta provided crime statistics from the previous eaten

. dar yeai:. Huenals report included two oases of assault 

(simple, not aggravated), one case of burglary (forcible 
entry), 39 cases of larceny-theft (except motor vehicle) 
and one case of motor vehicle theft (auto). 

As a matter of fact, there were four vehicle burglar
ies during the East.er weekend in Parking Lot B in front 
of the Fine Arts Building, according to the April 19- 23 
COM Compendium. 

Also on April 14, according to the Compendium a 
large speaker box was stolen from a 1992 teal green Ford 
truck parked in Parking Lot A on the west side of the 
Student Center between 9:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. More 
than one person is suspected by the COM Campus Po
lice Department 

The class of offense most common at COM is lar
ceny-theft "These are petty crimes like (theft of) books, 
purses and wallets," Huerta explained. 

"If they get caught (committing a crime on cam-

pus), we will write a report and if it is a real bad crime 
then they will be arrested or administrative disciplinary 
action will be taken against them through the deans," 
Huerta explained. "It depends on the severity." 

In cases where the COM Campus Police Depart
ment is out of its jurisdiction, the Texas City Police De
partment assists the COM police in apprehending crimi
nals. 

There are many ways to prevent yourself from be
coming a statistic in campus crimes. A brochure "Tips 
for Personal Safety" is a available to students in the 
COM police station in the Administration Building. 
Some ideas on protecting yourself and your possesions 
are given. 

COM Campus Police Office may be contacted at 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, ExL 403. In case of 
emergency fall Ext. 599. 



Sally Harrison, in James Templer's painting class, puts the finishing touches on her oil painting the day before 
it goes on display at the Art Association Sale and Festival held April 22. (Photo by Alice Russell) 

Stout fondly remembered at ceremony 
Continued from Page 1 
wife said that she and their sons appreciated the memori~ 
al and all the support the COM community has given 
them this past year. . 

Dr. Stout's mother was present at the ceremony. 
She thanked the COM employees for the memorial. 
Since her son grew up in the community, it was espe
cially meaningful to him to be a part of the college. She 
.said that she believes Dr. Stout gave his life to the col
lege. 

- Dr. Spillar then said he needed to tell another story 
about Dr. Stout He then related an incident in which Dr. 
Stout played a joke on two COM instructors who ac
companied him and Dr. Spillar to a meeting in Austin 
several years ago. 

Around 6 a.m. one of the instructors, Bonnie Lon
gion, a former COM reading instructor, ordered coffee to 
be sent to the room Dr. Stout and Dr. Spillar were shar
ing. Longion was sharing a room with COM reading in
structor Dr. Janith Stephenson. Dr. Stout decided to 
tease Longion and Dr. Stephenson and made his bed up 
like it had not been slept in. When Longion arrived, she 
asked where he had slept. "Chester simply pointed at my 
bed where I was still lying," Dr. Spillar said. When Dr. 
Stephenson arrived a few minutes later, she asked Dr. 

Stout why he had made up his bed because she realized 
he was playing a joke. 

Dr. Stephenson commented that she especially ap
preciated Dr. Stout's dedicated work with students in the 
developmental program. 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean oflnstruction and Student 
Development, gave an example of how much Dr. 
Stout's job meant to him. In a story about Dr. Stout's 
death in the May 1992 issue of InterCOM, Dean Bass is 
quoted as saying, "He loved his job and did all he could 
to help students with their problems." 

Also in the lnterCOM article was part of a poem 
written by Dr. Tony Pfeiffer, coordinator of of Continu
ing Education and Community Services. The last part of 
the loose-verse poem reads: "You conspired to blow your 
heart You came as close as humanly possible to explod
ing. You wanted it that way-one last flash and out." 

Dr. Stout was born in Galveston in 1942 and gradu
ated from La Marque High School. After graduating from 
the University of Texas in 1970 with a bachelor's degree 
in psychology, he was hired as part of the counseling 
staff at COM. He became a full-time counselor in 1975 
after earning his doctorate in counseling psychology. 

This memorial was paid for through donations from 
COM faculty, staff and administration members. 

Tr'1e: I love teaching and I love my students 
Continued from Page 1------------- The committee, including Heidi Kulick, Ormond James, 
teacher gets her reward seeing her student's achieve- Arturo Garza, Stephanie Brown, Brigette Sharp and fa-
ments." culty adviser Al Bass, checked the approximated 350 

Nominees for the Outstanding Teacher Award were 
selected by students submitting ballots in the appointed 
boxes during the weeks of March 22 through April 2. 

ballots for double ballots and only current COM students 
voting. Ballots also were verified to make sure the vot
ing was for full-time instructors and that they included 
the name and address of the students voting. 
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President presents 
total quality vision 
Continued from Page 1-----------
have been implemented in the humanities department, 
and in the math and science division. One such group 
comprises the English, speech and journalism faculty. 

English instructor Jo Ann Pevoto told the board that 
she was "very excited" and "very energized" by the 
change. 

President Stanley showed four charts he compiled 
detailing how TQM will work by removing barriers 
among groups. 

At the center of six concentric circles a small circle 
representing COM students and the surrounding commu
nity is drawn. Located in the next circle are instruction 
and student services. The third circle shows support 
teams. The fourth circle encloses the administrative sup
port team. The next to last circle represents three parts: 
the foundation, the president's administrative team and 
the advisory committee. "This all rests on the solid base 
of the board of trustees," President Stanley emphasized. 

Board member Ed Wesley argued against TQM by 
saying: "You can't begin with self-directed teams. With
out a strategic plan in place this won't work." 

· President Stanley replied: "We already have faculty 
who have formed plans .... We have goals, vision and a 
strong commitment toward the process." 

In other action the board also: 
•awarded tenure to Dr. Ronald Johnson, of the busi-

ness division; 
•approved a bid of $19,180 for new audio/visual 

equipment; 
•heard a recommendation from the Board of Trustees 

Building and Grounds Committee; 
•tended to matters concerning positions left vacant 

by retiring staff members. 

r---------•---------, •~=\ Fast Feast111 

=_···· ... , · .. ·· ·-.> 1 

· For INDEPENDENT TRAVELERS we offer: 
• low cost air tickets • hotel vouchers 
• rail passes • dormitory hou~ing 
• ship and ferry .tickets • apart.ments, cottages 
• rental cars or castles 

ACTION PACKED ESCORTED TOURS 
(by AESU or CONTI Kl - for 18 - 35 year olds ) 

~~~=~~~1 

* affiliated with INTERNATIONAL TOURS - HOUSTON 
' .... 

2925 Palmer Suite C 
Texa~ City, Te?<a~. 7_7590 

1
~ Buffet · ........... ~_-' ......... •, 

I All you can eat Pizza, SpaGatti ~,Salad & Dutch Apple Treat! I 

: ~.gl?.: $3. 9 9 E-# : 
Dinner Buffet only $4.49 5 - 8 p.m. I 
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What's Happening 
Journalism course 
provides experience 
By RODNEY CONLEY 

Advising Editor 

If you like writing and have always wanted to see 
your byline printed with your work, then make plans to 
enter the world of journalism during the 1993 Summer I 
Session. Become a member of College of the Mainland's 
award-winning campus newspaper, lnterCOM. 

Being a member of the newspaper staff offers experi
ence in many categories including straight news, in
depth reports on your choice of topic, opinions, person
ality sketches, movie-film-book-or-play reviews, cartoon 
strips and political cartoons. 

You also get hands-on experience in constructing a 
newspaper from the skeletal stages of brainstorming for 
story ideas to producing the final product. The goal of 
the six-week summer course is to produce the summer 
issue of InterCOM. 

Three lnterCOM staff members were award winners in the recent Texas Intercollegiate Press Association contest. 
From left, ru-st-place winner Oliver Bartlett, honorable-mention winner Alice Russell and second-place winner 
Rodney Conley pause for photo. Bartlett won for an album review, Russell won for an editorial cartoon and Conley 
won for a headline. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Enroll in COM's beginner journalism course 
COMM 1307 (Writing for the Mass Media). Those with 
some writing experience may enroll in COMM 2305 
(Copy Editing and Production) with the instructor's ap
proval. Enrollment in either of the two courses must be 
accompanied with the lab, COMM 1129, which meets 
for an hour and 20 minutes at the student's convenience. 

COMM 1307 and COMM 2305 meet as pooled 
classes on Mondays through Fridays from 9 a.m. to 
11:50 a.m. The lab also meets Mondays through Fri
days. Lab times are to be announced. 

lnterCOM staffers win awards 
By AMY TAFT 

Co-assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland's student publication, Inter
C OM, participated in the 1992 Texas Intercollegiate 
Press Association contest and received three awards at the 
awards banquet held April 3 in Corpus Christi. 

COM's winners were·fall 1992 staff member Oliver 
Bartlett, managing editor fall 1991 and spring 1992 Rod
ney Conley, and fall 1992 staff member Alice Russell. 

Bartlett won first place for his critical review of 
Roger Water's album Amused to Death in the October 
1992 issue. Having never won a journalism award, Bar
tlett was "utterly astonished." He currently attends Uni
versity of Houston central campus where he studies ad
vertising and public relations. 

Conley won second place for his headline: "Tele
phone theft leaves office holding for answer" in the 
March/April 1992 issue. The theft occurred in Suite B of 
the Learning Resource Center. 

After discovering he won, Conley said "I was dumb
founded." He is atte.nding COM to get an associate's de
gree in fine arts and currently serves as advising editor on 
·the InterCOM staff. 

Russell won honorable mention for her editorial car
toon of the Three Wisemen following neon store signs 
in the December 1992 issue. She said "I was surprised, 
and I was really excited." Russell now serves as photog
raphy editor and typesetter on the InterCOM staff and 
plans to get an associates degree in graphic arts. 

In the six years InterCOM has competed the news
paper has won 10 awards. 

The TIPA contest, which has been going on for 84 
years, has three divisions based on enrollment levels 
with 26 categories in each division. COM competed in 
Division 2 which includes schools with an enrollment of 
3,000 to 7,000 students. At the time of competition 
COM had a credit enrollment of 3,811 students during 
the 1992 spring semester and 3,883 students during the 
1992 fall semester, according to the COM research de
partment 

Some of the other colleges and universities COM 
competed against include Amarillo College, Brookhaven 
Coll~e in Farmer's Bi'al)Ch, Eastfield College in Mes-

quite, Midwestern State University in Wichita Falls, 
Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas A&I 
University in Kingsville and Texas Christian University 
in Fort Worth. 

Students from several Texas colleges and universi
ties met in 1909 at Baylor University in Waco to form 
TIPA. The association was initially for speakers, semi
nars and presentations of awards for students who repre
sented their school in TIPA's canned contests based on 
competitions on their campuses, according to the TIPA 
handbook. 

Live contests were added to the spring conventions 
in 1978 to give community college students the oppor
tunity to compete against those students from senior in
stitutions. 

To be eligible for credit registration, admission re
quirements must be met by May 20. Registration for 
Summer I is May 26. Classes will commence on Mon
day, May 31. The college will be closed on July 5 for 
the 4th of July holiday. The final class day for journal
ism is Friday, July 9. 

G ades to e posted 
College of the Mainland student grades wm not be 

mailed out until the week of May 17. According to the 
Dean of Instruction and Student Development Office, fa
culty will need to inform their students where they will 
post the grades·. The college will be closed the week of 
May 10 through May 15. 

it ... Anyway you slice 
You'll love CiCi's Pizza! 

Large Round Pizza! 
Good for One Large Round Piu.a with 

Cheese and One Topping. 
No limit on number. 
Availlble kr Dine-In 

ocTake-Oil 

Round or 
Deep Dish Pizza! 

Good for One Giant Round or Large I)!ep Dish. 
Piuawith Cheese &:One Topping. 

No limit on number.Av amble kr Dine-In ocTake-Oil 

Super Deluxe Pizza' 
Good for.One Giant Round or Large !Rep 
Dish Pizza with Cheese&: Eight Toppi~~ 

No Limit on Nurn~r. 
Avaiable for Dine-In 

or Take-Out. 

3506 Palmer Highway 

945-2021 
Call a~ead for quick carry-out service! 
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COM student struck by truck; loses life 
By ALEX P. NGUYEN 
Starr Reporter 

"She really liked COM and its students," Leigh 
McGilberry said of her baby sister Karen Lanette Robin
son. "She was reluctant to leave." 

Robinson was scheduled to attend her first year at 
Southwest Texas State University in San Marcos this 
fall, but a traffic accident on June 10 ended her life. 

Robinson, 19, was driving southbound on an Inter
state 45 feeder road just north of the Emmett F. Lowry 
Expressway in her 1992 Mitsubishi around I p.m. Wed
nesday, June 10, when she.and her passenger, 0. J. Alfa
ro, a Texas City man, decided to switch drivers. Accord-

ing to McGilberry, Alfaro was more familiar with the 
directions to their next destination. 

Robinson turned on her four-way flashers and 
stopped the vehicle on the left lane of the feeder road. As 
she made her way to the passenger side. Robinson was 
struck by a 1992 Toyota truck which was approaching in 
the same lane. 

She was pronounced dead at the scene. No injuries 
were reported to her passenger or to the driver of the 
truck, but according to a Department of Public Safety 
spokeswoman, both vehicles were heavily damaged. 

According to McGilberry the truck driven by a 
Houston .man belonged to Charlie Thomas Ford, the 

same auto-dealer where Robinson's Mitsubishi was pur

Lanette Robinson 

chased. . 
Robinson graduated 

from Texas City High 
School in 1991 and had 
been a College of the 
Mainland student for two 
years. 

Robinson's former 
COM instructors had only 
praises for her. 

"She was a bright stu-

See Instructors Page 12 

TASPtest required after 9 hours 
By BECKY CHEEK 
Starr Reporter 

Have you taken the T ASP test yet? Have you spent 
that dreaded Saturday morning slaving over the test? Ef
fective fall 1993, before they can register, stuctents who 
have completed nine college level credits will have to 
take the Texas Academic Skills Program tesL 

Previously the state allowed students to complete 15 
credit hours before taking the TASP. 

So you ask whom does this affect? Under the old 
rule the student could enroll for a whole year without 
having to WOR)' about the TASP. Now, if the student 
registers for nine or more credit hours before taking the 

See Fewer Page 11 

Humanities Group Total Quality model 
By ALEX P. NGUYEN 
Starr Reporter 

College of the Mainland is heading into a new direc
tion in campus management It's called the T~tal Quality 
Management system. 

President Larry L. Stanley was quoted in the April/ 
May issue of the InterCOM saying that Laredo Junior 
College is the only other college in Texas which is do-

We gotta rmd a place for our floating crap game." Jim Glenn (center) as Nathan Detroit, and Tim Unroe (lert) and 
Frank York as two small-time gamblers are cast in the COM theater production of Gu.ys and DollJ staged at the 
University of Houston/Clear Lake Bayou Auditorium. The musical runs troni July 22 to Aug. 8 with a free showing 
July~- For ~k~ and oth~r information call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 345. 

ing anything significant with TQM. 

Under the TQM system employees form self
managed work groups. Although the COM custodians 
successfully formed the first work group, the Humanities 
Group is the pilot group as far.as educational groups are 
cooceroed. 

The Humanities Group consists of English instruc-

See 7-member Page 12 

UHCL theater to host 
· COM's new musical 

By ALEX P. NGUYEN 

Starr Reporter 

Guys! Grab your dolls and get ready! One of Ameri
ca's most celebrated musicals, Guys and Dolls, hits the 
stage once again. The musical, p~t on by the College of 
the Mainland Arena Theatre, will run from July 22 
through Aug. 8 at the University of Houston-Clear Lake 
Bayou Theatre with performances Thursday through Sat
urday at 8 p.m. and Sunday matinees at 2:30 p.m. 

Guys and Dolls is a Broadway musical based on a 
story by Damon Runyon accompanied with music and 
lyrics by-Frank Loesser. 

Nathan Detroit is a small-time hoodlum who runs a 
floating crap game in New York City while he evades 
marriage to Miss Adelaide, a stripper and his fiance of 14 
years. Because the police and everyone else are· hot on 
his heels, Nathan is having ttouble finding a place to 
hold his crap game. He needs $1,000 to secure a place 
for the game so he makes a bet with Sky Masterson, a 

See COM's Page 12 
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Editorials/News 

EEEEEEK! Oh no! 
Mouse in the House 

Cat in the Hat, GreenEggsandHamandMouse in 
the House Do these titles sound familiar to you? Does 
the name Dr. Seuss ring a bell? Unfortunately, I'm a 
little more familiar with Mouse in the House then I 
would like to be. Forget mouse, I mean King Rat: 

As you can probably tell, I am no longer ~ng 
about a book but a huge rat--well a mouse-that IS an un-
welcome visitor in my closet. I use the present~~ be
cause while I'm busy typing here at ·school, he_ ts en.JOy
ing the luxury of trying on my clothes and eatmg my 
shoes. · 

I hate mice. They remind me of the devil. ~er ap
pear to be cute and cuddly, but looks can be dece1vmg. 
How people can keep them as pets is beyond me. A 
mouse is a rodent and should be exterminated by the 
"Terminator." 

All I wanted to do was get a good night's rest, but 
nooo! I could hear something in my closetju~t havi~g a 
good time rummaging through whatever goodies are m 
there. So I call the rat/mouse killer--who else but good 
ol e dad--to come kill this intruder. 

Naturally, the minute my dad enters my room, the 
mouse becomes extremely quieL This always happens to 
me. I swear tip and down to him that there is a mouse in 
the closet, yet all my dad does is shake his ~ead and tell_ 
me I'm dreaming. I feel like the boy who cned wolf. It 1s 
as if the mouse is watching every move I make. 

Then, can you believe it, the minute my dad leaves, 
that dam mouse starts throwing a party in my closet. I 
picture him kicking up his heels and saying, "Nab, Nab, 
Na Nab Na" 

Well that mouse won the first round. I slept on the 
couch ~ause there was no way I was sleeping in my 
room with a mouse. I hope he enjoyed his good night's 
rest in my waterbed because I didn't get a wink ~f sleep. 

That mouse better watch its back because I mtend to 
win round two. Yes sir, Mr. Mouse, l;here is a trap wait
ing for you. 

So, if you happen to live near me and hear a ~unch 
of squealing tomorrow, just go on about ~our busmess, 
and know that Mr. Mouse is no longer with us. 

~lnterCOM 
MANAGING U>ITOR Cart J- Jr. 

STAff UPOllTEIIS 
Oliver Batlalt 
B«kyO.-
AJeaP.Np:,m 
Lan Cuuline Pao 

PllOTOOllAPBUS 
em ... 1r. 
AalliAIRI--, 

TYPESETl"ERS 
em1-1r. 
Malaai111ciaipm 

ADVERTISING llURltSENTATIVlt 
Malaai 11lciaipm 

INTltllCOM ADVISD 
AllridRLo,niq 
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Students attending the summer high school held at COM take a break before returning to class !n the Learning 
Resource Center Auditorium, L-131. Five surrounding school districts are represented: Texas City, La Marque, 
Hit hcock Santa Fe and Dickinson. The rmal session or summer school for high school students ends July 17. 

C , (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Letter to the Editor 

Reader irritated by COM smoking ban .. 
Dear Editor, 

I have just learned the controlling board at this col
lege is considering adopting a policy that simply as
tounds me. It seems that the board is considering ban~ 
ning smoking from this campus altogether. Nowhere is 
anyone going to be allowed to smoke.at College of the 
Mainland. This ruling is astounding to me for many rea
sons. The first reason is this: How can the board possi
bly enforce it? ff they are to enforce the ruling by level
ing a fine on those caught smoking, won't this be 
discriminating agains those students who are too poor to 
pay those fines? If people cannot pay the fine how will 
they make them (pay)? Will they refuse to post a stu
dent's grades? Will they refuse to give the student the 
grade he <r she earned? 

· Some students I know would be tickled pink at this 
prospect, but not I. I can understand the regent's ruling 
about library books. ff you do not tum them in or you 
destroy them and refuse to pay fer them, your grades are 
withheld. Books are necessary to our schooling and 
learning. Toe books are one of the insttuments this coll
ge uses to teach. The destruction of a book is blasphemy 
to me, and so I can understand this policy of withholding. 
grades until they are paid f~ <r replaced._ 

A fine for smoking 1s another thing though. The 
college would not suffer financially if there were no 
money collected from these fines. (At least I ~ope that 
they are not depending on fmes as a source of mcom~.) 
No tool of teaching has to be replaced or purchased m 
the case of a fine. With the destruction of a book comes 
the responsibility of replacing iL A fine does _not hol_d 
responsibilty to replace or take care of anythmg. It 1s 
just an arbitrary punishment by those powers that be 
(the police officer giving the ticket for example). A per
son would be judged and found guilty without the benefit 
of a trial, judge or jury. Automatic pui:ushment an~ to 
hell with the concept of innocence until proven guilty. 
Don't we have some kind of constitutional amendment 
about that? 

Punishment for what 7 Is a person that smokes exer
cising their right to choose? Isn't this institution (or at 
least some of the teachers) trying to teach the students 
about their choices in life? Isn't going to college a pro
cess of learning about self and what that same self can 
choose to do? I certainly thought that this institution of 
S<Kalled higher learning was teaching aboutfreedom. 
Am I to find out instead that this is an institution of 
lower learning, a school that teaches bigotry and bias? Is 
this a school that values the vogue ideas of the day only? 
Do the regen~ of this school understand anything about 

personal freedom and what it has cost so many? 
I have rights. Rights to choose what I want to do 

with my body. Rights to choose my actions and all the 
consequences thereof. I know that no one has the right to 
tell me what I may or may not ingest, in whatever form. 
I fought for these rights. Many of my friends paid for 
these rights with their lives. I am not about to roll ov 
and just give in to someone's idea of something that is 
the "in" thing to do today. ff I am not hurting anyone 
else I have a right to do it, period. 

When will the "liberals" learn that you can't scream 
and holler for the rights of the individual to choose and 
then tum aroud and take those rights away? Here, of all 
places. This "punishment" for being different and not be
ing exactly as they would believe their ideal student to 
be is a fme example of the narrow-mindedness that caus-
es burning crosses and books. . 

I honestly expected more from "educated" people. 
After all, they, of all people, should be able to use the 
critical thinking abilities that college awakens in a per
son and know that when you ·take away a person's rights 
because he does things different than you, you are dis
criminating. There ain't no getting out of thal 

This type of discrimination is an open-ended thing. 
Where do you draw the line? Can we fine all the stu
dents, instructors and workers on the campllS that are 
overweight or have ·excessive body fat? Will we say that 
these people have to conform to our idea of what they 
should weigh? Do we put a scale in the registration pro
cess? "Essential Fat Only" can be the college's motto. 
This college will then be able to brag that it has the 
thinnest college in the world. It will be the skinniest 
No one will be here. No students, no instructors, no
body. How about too skinny? Do we want to work on 
that one for a while? I could · go on and on about this, · 
but it would do no good if people don't get the idea 
through their heads that I have a basic right to be differ
ent You have a right to be different If one does not un
derstand that, I am wasting my time. 

In closing I must say that I have heard dumber ideas 
in my time, but not much. It is one thing to make every 
smoker go out into the polluted air of Texas City, a 
place where tons of pollutants are put in the air and wa
ter legally every year, but it is another thing to take 
away a person's right to be different.As unfiltered, cold 
and damp as the outside air is, it is better than the frigid 
•attitudes and bitter scorn of narrow-minded people. 

• · · - :./J:y Perry Lausch 



CO M's smoking ban 
in 1994 tad stringent 

Attention all smokers, dippers, chewers m whatever 
you inflict upon yourselves. We'll just refer to you as 
smokers to eliminate all confusion. Your right to 
smoke, chew or dip on the grounds of College of the 
MainJand will soon be curtailed. Jan. 1, 1994, as a mat
ter of facL 

Smoking is definitely a dangerous habit, and some 
people think it is just as dangerous to your health as 
driving a car or riding in an airplane. 

Second-hand smoke has been confirmed by research
ers and doctors to cause cancer in non-smokers. 

Smoking affects not only th.e health of the user but 
innocent bystanders (non-smokers) also are at risk of 
contracting cancer when exposed to the second-hand 
smoke. 

My belief is this: If someone wants to smoke, let 
him do so as long as everyone around him does not ob
jecL 

Recently, smokers' rights have been eliminated in 
such places as all shopping malls in Harris County and 
in the Astrodome. Smoking is not permitted in the seats 
of the Dome but is allowed in the concourses. 

The ban at COM is a little stringenL Perhaps a des
ignated smoking area away from building entrances and 
away from foot traffic could have been established. With 
smokers away from everyone, surely no one would have 
a need to complain. Establishing an out-of-the-way 
smoking area would have been more of a compromise 
than no more smoking anywhere at all. 

In reference to the Letter to the Editor (See Page 2) 
sent to the InterCOM last spring by COM student Perry 
Lausch, I share your belief that smoking should not to
tally be prohibited from the campus. 

Mr. Lausch, you write as though you doubt our sys
tem of democracy in the United States. College of the 
Mainland is only a small part of the country, very small 
in fact, but your stance is a little harsh for the people 
who mandated the ban. 

Really, we could call it a victory .for the non
smokers, but that would be unfair because this country 
was built on compromise and compromise was definitely 
denied in this decision. 

H the smoker really wants to kick the habit, he may 
in fact benefit from the ban. The user just might decide 
to kick the habit, due to its lack of appeal. This is the 
'90s. Face it, smoking isn't cool anymore! 
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Leering, grunting -harassment 

Unsuspecting as a lamb, going about my daily busi
ness, I suddenly felt the heavy weight of eyes upon me. 
As if by X-ray glasses, I felt stripped of the small 
amount of clothing I was wearing to combat the Texas 
heat, leaving me fee~g vulnerable. I was headed straight 
into a pack of hungry wolves. . 

I quickly looked around for reinforcement or at least 
another helpless soul in the same predicament. I was all 
alone and worse, they had spotted me. I panically looked 
for an alternate route, but despite their unintelligent ap
pearance, they had cleverly covered all paths. 

For a moment I thought of turning around, but 
something inside myself would not let me do it Maybe 
it was uncertainty, possibly stupidity, or perhaps just 
the simple fact that I had every right to walk where I 
please without falling victim to wolf whistles and vulgar 
comments. . 

I did the only thing left to do, I held my head high, 
put one foot in front of the other and pretended not to 
hear the comments thrown left and righL 

As with true group hunters, the source of their 
strength lay in the group. When one made the first com
ment, another played on it, trying to find a more unique 

but equally disgusting statement with the remainder of 
the group making grunting noises like hippopotamuses 
in heat. Perhaps, just perhaps, individually they could be 
trainable. 

When I saw the light of day on the other side, I real-
ized that I had escaped with possibly nothing more than 
my dignity injured, knowing that tomorrow was another 
day, and I would eventually find a safe path to my 7:30 
a.nt. history class. 

I am speaking of the boys, and I do mean boys, that 
stand in groups and make comments as the female Col
lege of the Mainland students pass by. I find it hard to 
believe that these boys got to the age and educational 
level they're at without hearing that women should be 
treated with respect, or at least be given the common 
courtesies due fellow human beings. 

Maybe they think we women feel flattered by these 
comments. Tell me what's flattering about explicit lan
guage decribing parts of my body. 

Perhaps the boys think these vulgaraties are appro
priate things to say to women. Now boys, do us all a fa
vor. While your mommies are packing your lunches and 
driving you to school, run a few of these comments by 
them to test them out A few of you might end up less 
capable of speech as a result 

For some of you there is still hope to see the error 
.of your Neanderthal ways. For others of you it's hope
less. My suggestion to •you is that you curtail your 
higher education and pursue what you enjoy the most 
joining the ranks of thousands of workers in the backs of 
pic~p trucks all over America. 

Student Activities Board sponsors COM events 
By BECKY CHEEK Some of the activites that the SAB sponsors and first orientation meeting held at the end of each'Iong se-
Starr Reporter plans are the semester kick-offs, bi-annual dances, 3-on-3 mester. The awards are presented at the end of each se-

basketball, volleyball, blood drive and guest speakers. It mester at the SAB dinner. 
Who hasn't seen the words "sponsored by the SAB"? 

Well, what in the world is the SAB? The Student Activi
ties Board is a student-run organization at College of the 
MainJand that plans and develops recreational, social and 
cultural entertainment for the students on campus. 

Maryann Urick, SAB director, says that the main 
function of the SAB is to provide students with "a 
chance to add to their life here at the school •besides 
classes." 

Anyone can join the SAB; it is free of charge. 
As a former member of the SAB, I can say that it 

gives the student an opportunity to meet new people. It 
also exposes the student to the campus and shows the 
studen,_t wlW goes on behind the scenes. 

also sponsors the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference The SAB does not meet during the summer ses-
Sports Day, which will be held at COM in the fall. sions. 

Periodically SAB members survey the students to To learn more about SAB, come to the presentation 
see what events and/or performers they would like to see the organization will give during orientation Aug. 10 in 
on campus. The members then plan activities based on a the Leaming Resource Center Auditorium, L-131. 
budget funded by student fees. Each activity that is put 
on costs the SAB money, so whatever is the most popu
lar and is within the budget is chosen. 

One of the main incentives for joining the SAB is 
the scholarship program the organiz.ation offers. The five 
most involved SAB members receive $100 scholarships, 
and the two members who devote the most time to the 
organiz.ation receive a $200 scholarship. 

, ,Timekeepi~g for the ss;holars~ip~ Qegt)JS with the . . . . . ·, ' . 

H you want to really get involved in campus life and 
meet ne~ people, come help with the SAB recruitment 
drive during registration on Aug. 24 and 26 in the Gym. 

Keep on the lookout for the first meeting of the fall 
semester. SAB meets in the Gym, Room P-110 during 
College Hour on Tuesdays and Thursday. For more in
formation contact Urick at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
3991, Ext 418. 
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Glenda Rebstock, recreation department secretary, 
always has a smile and a friendly word ror anyone who 
needs her help. Rebstock sees students as her first 
priority. Next is making the instructors' jobs easier. 

(Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Child abuse a cancer 
devo~ring innocents 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
Advertising Representative 

Anaberta Jaimes will cry no more. According to the 
June 22 issue of The Houston Post, her father, Gabino 
Aguirre, killed his 8-month-old daughter by banging her 
against a headboard to try to make her stop crying. The 
Post said that it wasn't necessarily intentional; more 
than likely he was just frustrated because he couldn't get 
her to stop crying. 

Child abuse is an on-going, self-perpetuating prob
lem in our society. 

Until a lancjmark case in 1871, children had no 
rights or protection, nor did they have any way to pre
vent abuse. 

According to Domestic Violence, a compilation of 
studies done by various organizations, "Child abuse and 
neglect are often considered the most unfortunate, if not 
the saddest, of all crimes, for they involve victims usual
ly unable to defend themselves from the suffering that 
befalls them." Texas Gov. Ann Richards signed a bill 
into law June 21 which makes it a capital crime to kill a 
child under the age of 6, meaning it is punishable by 
death. The law goes into effect Sept. 1. 

No one is sure how many children are abused each 
year because what one person calls discipline another la
bels abuse. 

The article "When Kids Kill Abusive Parents" in the 
Nov. 23, 1992, issue of Time magazine points out that 
according to the National Center for Prevention of Child · 
Abuse, approximately 2.7 million "youngsters" were 
physically, mentally and sexually assaulted by their par
ents in 1991. 

"In 1984 the FBI tabulated 18,692 murders," accord
ing to Domestic Violence. "0Eighteen percent were com
mitted by family members of the victim. Of all murders 
reported, 3 percent involved a parent killing a child." 

Several types of abuse are listed with their defini
tions in Everything You Always Wanted to Know about 
Child Abuse and Neglect, published by the National 
Center for Child Abuse and Neglect 

Physical abuse includes violent assault with an im- · 

Gym's Rebstock mothers students 
"I hate to see a young person make bad decisions," 

she says, "but sometimes I go overboard!" 
By BECKY CHEEK 
Staff Reporter 

If you haven't met Glenda Rebstock, secretary for 
the recreation department, then you are missing out on 
one of the truly caring and funny people at College of 
the Mainland. 

When I walked into the room to interview Reb
stock, she greeted me with a smile and asked how I was. 
This is typical for her. She says "I'm a mother at work 
as well as at home." 

Rebstock came to COM three years ago. She origi
nally applied for a public relations job at the Information 
Desk because she thought that it would give her a chance 
to use her graphic arts diploma. She didn't get that job, 
but luckily a job opened up in the Gym and she applied 
and was hired. 

"I actually use my graphic arts skills more in this 
positon then I would have working at the Information 
Desk," she says. Rebstock makes fliers for the SAB, 
Wellness and recreation programs. She also types up the 
newsletter for the Outdoor Club. 

Rebstock says her first priority is to the students. 

LOOK AT MY PARENTS, 
THEY'RE FIGHTING 
OVER MEI 
IT DOESN'T GET 
ANY BETTER THAN 
THIS, RIGHT? 
THE SAD PART IS, 
THAT l'M NEXT!! ..... . 
AND MY BRUISES WERE 
JUST STARTING TO HEAL. 

plement such as a knife or strap. It includes burns, frac
tures, or other actions leading to possible injury to the 
child "Spanking" for purely disciplinary mlSODS general
ly is not seen as child abuse. 

Physical neglect includes abandonment; refusal to 
seek, allow, or provide treatment for illness or impair
ment; inadequate physical supervision; disregard of 
health hazards in the home; and inadequate nutrition, 
clothing or hygiene when services are available. 

Educational abuse includes knowingly permitting 
chronic truancy, keeping the child home from school re
peatedly without cause, or failing to enroll a child in 
school 

Emotional abuse includes verbal or emotional assu
alt; close confinement such as tying or locking in a clos
et; inadequate nurturance such as that affecting failure-to
thrive babies; knowingly permitting antisocial behavior 
such as delinquency or serious alcohoVdrug abuse; or ref
usal to allow medical care for a diagnosed emotional 
problem. 

Sexual abuse includes sexual molestation, incest and 
exploitation for prostitution or the production of porno-

She is an unofficial counselor of COM. The atmos
phere of the office is very laid back and relaxed, so the 
students feel free to come by and ask questions or just to 
sit and chat, she says. 

Do you need help finding out about the credit class
es offered in the Gym? Rebstock is the person you need 
to see. "P .E. classes are not taken as seriously as they 
should be," she says. "The mental and the physical go 
hand in hand." , . 

Rebstock's second priority is to make the instruc-
tors' jobs run as smoothly as possible. She helps out 
with whatever needs to be done. 

Rebstock is very involved with the college activites. 
Not only is she the recreation department secretary, but 
she also teaches Desktop Publishing, a non-credit course 
offered here at COM. She also plays in the volleyball 
league at COM on the "awesome" Bay Dogs. 

Though Rebstock has a demanding job, she is never 
too busy to lend an ear to a student with a problem or to 
answer a question. Maybe you need to laugh or hear a 
funny joke; maybe you just need to see a smile. If so, 
Rebstock has one for anyone who walks through that 
door. 

graphic materials. 
The idea that hitting a child constitutes abuse is a 

recent one. Up until the last century, as long as parents 
did not kill. or permanently maim their children, neither 
the state nor society believed it was their responsibility 
to intervene. 

In Colonial America the patriarch ruled his wife and 
children. Chit~ were little more than the the property 
of their parents. Discipline was severe, and parents, 
teachers and ministers found justification in the Bible for 
stem discipline. Church elders taught that children were 
born corrupted by original sin and the only path to salva
tion was "to beat the devil out of the child." Some Colo
nial Legislatures even passed "stubborn children laws" 
giving parents the legal right to actually kill unruly chil
dren, according to Domestic Violence. 

Also according to Domestic Violence, "The earliest 
recorded trial for child abuse involved a master and his 
apprentice. In 1639 in Salem, Mass., Marmaduke Perry 
was charged in the death of his apprentice. The evidence 
showed the boy had been ill-treated and subjected to 'un-

See Child Page 5 
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Dr. McGriggs: Education crucial to democracy 
By ALEX P. NGUYEN 
Starr Reporter 

Dr. Lee Augustus McGriggs is a relatively new 
member of the College of the Mainland faculty, but he 
is not a new-comer to instructing students in a college 
atmosphere. Dr. McGriggs has been teaching in higher 

Dr. Lee Augustus McGriggs has been teaching history 
and political science at COM since January 1992. Since 
then be has contributed several articles to COM's 
Broadsides magazine. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

education for more than 20 years. 
Dr. McGriggs joined the COM faculty in January 

1992 to teach history and political science. In the short 
time that he has been at COM, he has already published 
three articles "Judicial Democracy in America," "TQM 
and COM: Time for Decisions and Challenges" and "Af
rican-American Children: A Generation in Crisis" in the 
college's Broadsides magazine. 

Dr. McGriggs is deeply concerned about the prob
lems facing the young people of today. "For the most 
part," he said, "this generation is politically apathetic, 
inadequately educated and morally obtuse. It is more 
pragmatic but is less ideologically oriented than the pre
vious generations." 

He feels that students must have vision and courage 
to meet the challenges and opportunities of the 21st cen-
tury. . 

"It is important, too, that they (students) not only 
meet the challenges and opportunities, but they must 
also enhance the quality of life, promote cultural diversi
ty and maintain educational opportunities for future gen
erations." 

Dr. McGriggs feels that the prolonged national re
cession has hindered the restructuring of many Amercian 
businesses. 

"As a consequence this generation is not given the 
opportunities to develop their talents because the young 
people of today tnust spend their early years in unproduc
tive, low-paying, low-skilled jobs." 

He believes that this will be very detrimental be
cause America will be facing a shortage of leaders and 
managers in the forthcoming years. "This country has 
too many resources ·to neglect its people to the degree in 
which it is doing today. This neglect threatens the very 
foundation of democracy." 

Dr. McGriggs graduated from Jackson State Univer
sity, Jackson, Miss., in 1967 with a bachelor of arts in 
history and went on to earn a master's degree in the same 

field in 1969 at Tennessee State University, Nashville, 
Tenn, In 1975, after a year in the Illinois State Senate 
and two years in the Illinois Office of Education, he re
turned to the University of Illinois, Urbana, Ill., to earn 
a doctorate in political science. 

The educator has taught colll'Ses in political science, 
American history, public administration, public policy 
and Afro-American history at Alabama A&M Universi
ty, Normal, Ala., and at Texas Southern University in 
Houston. 

His extended list of accomplishments includes two 
books, The Odyssey of Martin Luther King Jr. and Black 
Legislative Politics in Illinois and 15 articles. He also 
has given two special seminars, one on managerial inno
vations and the other on service to humanity. 

During his 17 years at Texas Southern University, 
Dr. McGriggs was a highly active professor. He served 
as the academic coordinator for the Public Adminstra
iion's Graduate Program from 1975 to 1980 at which 
time he designed the program's curriculum. He also 
served in varying capacities on research, recruitment, in
ternship and doctoral dissertation committees. 

When asked what messages he tries to instill in his 
students, Dr. McGriggs responded with a series of acro
nyms. "I believe that students should ASCEND. That is, 
they should strive for Academic Success for Career En~ 
deavors with Noteworthy Distinction. Students should 
promote UFE--Leaming In a Fun Environment Stu
dents should have a CHOICE-- Challenges, Hope, Opti
mism, Intelligence, Credibility and Exellence. And final
ly, I believe that students should always have GOD-
Goals, Objectives and Desires." 

Dr. McGriggs plans to remain at COM until he re
tires at which time he hopes to become an ambassador. 
Until then, he hopes that students get his message: "The 
torch that Johh F. Kennedy, Robert F. Kennedy, Martin 
Luther King Jr., Malcolm X and others have left, we 
must carry forth to meet the challenges of our day." 

Child abuse on-going, self-perpetuating problem 
Continued from Page 4, _________ _ 

reasonable correction.'" However, because the child had 
told someone his fractured skull was caused by a fall 
from a tree, Perry was acquitted. The child ultimately 
died of the injury. 

In 1871 church workers tried to help 10-year-old . 
Mary Wilson, a child regularly beaten and seriously mal
nourished by adoptive parents. At that time the laws pro
tected animals, but no local, state, or federal statutes pro
tected children. Consequently, they turned to the Society 
for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals f~r help. The case 
was presented to the court on the theory the child was a 
member of the animal kingdom, and therefore entitled to 
the same protection the law gave to animals. The court 
agreed aild the child, because she was an "animal," was 
taken from her brutal parents: 

As a result, the Society for Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children was founded in New York City in 1874. In 
1891, Toronto became the first Canadian city to estab
lish a Children's Aid Society. Similar societies were 
soon organized in other American cities and, by 1922, 
57 societies for the prevention of cruelty to children and 
307 humane societies were concerned with the welfare of 
children. With the advent of government intervention 
into child welfare, the number of these societies de
clined. 

The first White House Conference on Children took 
place in 1900. It recommended the creation of the Chil
dren's Bureau to research and provide information about 
children, a suggestion President William Howard Taft 
signed into law in 1912. This Children's Bureau promot
ed the passage of the Keating-Owen Act in 1916 which 
limited the exploitation of children in factories and 
mines, although it did not cover youngsters employed in 

. agriculture, domestic work or sweatshops. 

By 1968, all 50 states had passed legislation requir-

ing the reporting of child abuse to official agencies. 
In 1972, Congressional hearings began on child 

abuse and neglect, and in 1974 Congress passed the 
Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act This legisla
tion created the National Center for Child Abuse and Ne
glect which supports research on the problem, establish~ 
es demonstration projects and acts as a clearing house for 
information and research on child abuse and neglect 

According to Domestic Violence, "More than any 
other form of abuse, child abuse has the greatest conse
quence to society, for the lessons learned by the abused 
child perpetuate the use of violence throughout the socie
ty. I 

Erin Piu.ey, author of Scream Quietly or the Neigh
bors Will Hear, helped found a women's shelter near 
London, England, for any woman, married or not, with 
or without children, to get away from an abusive spouse 
or boyfriend. Chiswick House is run solely on donations 
from the community. Women from the house take turns 
handling the responsibilities of the house. 

In Scream, Piu.ey writes, "You only have to wat.ch 
the boys in the house to see that they are the next gener
ation's potential batterers. Many of them are extremely 
violent by the age of 3. By 11 they are potential crimi
nals. Where ordinary children shout in annoyance, they 
fight to kill. 

"We fmd that the girls of the families who come to 
the house tend to be passive apd withdrawn, in contrast 
to the boys who~ aggressive and destructive. However, 
it does not mean that the girls are any less damaged." 

The girls who are not counseled usually end up re
peating. the pattern they saw from early childhood on~ If 
they end up marrying someone who beats them, they ac: 
cept it because they assume that it is part of marriage. 

Hopefully, by this point you will be wondering 
what you can do about child abuse. The best thing you 
can do is report it. According_ to Teache.rs and Child 

Abuse - Responsibilities .and Protections, a pamphlet 
written by ex-Attorney General Jim Mattox: 

•The reporting of child abuse is required by Chapter 
34 of the Texas Family Code. The Texas Family Code 
requires any person "having cause to believe that a 
child's physical or mental health or welfare has been or 
may be adversely affected by abuse or neglect 'must re
port the case to any local or state law enforcement agen
cy and to the Texas Department of Human Resources.'" 

•Penalties: Failure to report a case of child abuse or 
neglect is a class B misdemeanor, punishable by impri
sonment of up to 180 days and a fine of up to $1,000. 

•Immunity: "Article 34.03 specifically provides that 
any person reporting abuse or neglect is immune from 
civil or criminal liability as long as the report was made 
in good faith and without malice. Immunity extends to 
participation in any judicial proceedings that may result 
from the report." 

Child abuse is a problem with high visibility which 
can be corrected if we care enough-to do something about 
it Report child abuse. Help give the children of tomor
row a gentler, kindler place to grow and play in. 
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Sports/Recreation 

In the annWII COM~ vs. Employee Baadball G$De held April 30 m~ gym, the 'Students b&t
1;i/ 

employees 47-42. The student teamt pictured above, Jnduded from left, front row: Brian Waye, Mark J~ 
Jlrian Wikon and Erik Shoup; seeoQdrow: Cbr& Bogott; Jay~~ CurlesJenldns, Dexter Smith and l\flke 
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Spanish class takes field trip to Benito's 
By BETTY DAY 
Special to the lnterCOM 

Fifteen of the 21 students in the beginning Spanish 
class at College of the Mainland, taught by Ofelia Del
gado, went on a field trip June 25 to Benito's, a Mexican 
restaurant in La Marque. 

Delgado helped the students order their food in Span
ish with phrases, such as a copa de vino (a glass of 
wine), un vaso de agua (a glass of water), pan y mante
quilla (bread and butter) and hamburguesas (hamburgers). 

She also described the differences between Mexican 
and Cuban food. Mexican• food, she said has refried beans 

whereas Cuban food has black beans. Also, Cuban food 
is not hot because Cubans do not cook with jalapenos or 
use picante sauce. 

Delgado shared treasured stories about her family and • 
heritage. When her children were little, they happlily ate 

Cuban food, but when they became teen-agers they 
would ask, "Don't you have any hamburgers and hot 
~?" 

Bob Delgado, Delgado's husband who has taught 
Spanish labs at COM also came along on the field trip. 

The food was "muy bueno" and the experience of 
learning and using a new language will be a memory 
students will not soon forget 

Sports events 
Tennis by moonlight 

Have you been looking for a way to get some good 
exercise and have fun at the same time? Friday, July 23, 
at 6 p.m., College of the Mainland will be holding its 
Moonlight Madness Tennis Tournament. The fee is $13 
per person and will include a T-shirt and awards for first 
and second place winners. Friday will be men's and 
women's singles. Saturday will be men's and mixed dou
bles. 
· Sign up for this event Friday, July 16, in the Physi

cal Education Building. For more information call (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 417. 

Volleyball tourney set 
Are you looking for something fun and healthy to 

do on an otherwise lazy Tuesday night? Get two friends 
and come play 3-on-3 volleyball. 

Tuesday, Aug. 10, an open-division 3-on-3 volley
ball tournament will be held at COM Teams are made 
up of three people, one of whom must be female. Start
ing time is 6 p.m. The fee is $6 per person and includes 
awards for the winners. Sign up by Friday, Aug. 6, at 
the Physical Education Building. 

This event is limited to 12 teams so sign up early. 
For more information, call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
3991, Ext. 417. 

Free aerobics intro 
Do you feel tired and out of shape? Come to the 

Physical Education Building, Room P-112 for a free in-
. troduction to the noon aerobics class. The class is taught 
by Teri Cornelius and includes a workout to strengthen 
the heart and lungs. The date is July 19 from noon to 1 
p.m. If the free introduction fills your needs, you can 
sign rip for a six-week class on Mondays and Wednes
days. 

It is located in Room P-112 in the Physical Educa
tion Building. For more information, call (409) 938-
1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 417. 

H2O exercises Jun 
Are you looking for a different way to work out? 

Bring your swimsuit and towel to the COM pool at 5:45 
p.m. on Aug. 4 for a free introduction to water exercise. 
Exercising in water provides an excellent workout and is 
practically injury-free. You can tone your muscle~ and 
have fun at the same time. The class lasts from 5:45 to 
6:30 p.m. at the COM pool. If you like that class, you 
can sign up to continue on Mondays and Wednesdays. 
For more information, call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
3991, Ext. 417. 

Rolfing: good therapy 
Does your back hurt? What about your other mus

cles? Are they strained? Are they feeling the stress of 
.day-to-day life? Come to Room P-112 in the Physical 
Education Building, Wednesday, Aug. 4, and try Rolf
ing. 

Rolfing is a type of physical therapy. It works by 
realigning the muscles of the body in a fashion no other 
can. It gives more flexibility, balance and energy. 

The class is taught by Kathleen McBride, a certified 
professional Rolfer. She will demonstrate the different 
techniques and explain the benefits of Rolfing and how it 
can help you. 

The class is at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 4, in 
Room P-112 of the Physical Education Building. For 
more information, call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
39~1,.Ext. 417. , . .. . , , , 



On court in foreground, playing in the COM mixed doubles tennis league, are from left (;Ounter clockwise: Karter 
Bollman, Becky Cheek, Mary Mallot and Dallas Brannon. The league is part or the COM Continuing Education 
program. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Non-credit classes cater to everyone 
By LORA CHRISTINE POE 
Starr Reporter 

Have you ever thought about learning to dance 
country western? Do you need to learn computer skills 
to advance in your job? If so, the Continuing Education 
Program at College of the Mainland offers a variety of 
non-credit courses, from special interest to self
improvemenL 

"More than other areas, we give the people what 
they want." said Dr. Tony Pfeiffer, Continuing Educa
tion coordinator. "You will never get credit in basket 
weaving, but if people want it, 111 find so~eone to teach 
iL" 

Because the courses offered are non-credit, this al
lows the curriculum to be more flexible and to be based 
primarily on demand. Dr. Pfeiffer decribes the program 
as the "fast and loose arm of academia" and "more trendy, 
from the cutting edge to the corny." 

On the cutting edge this semes~ is the Substance 
Abuse Education Program. This program, which is ap
proved by the Texas Assocation of Alcoholism and Drug 
Abuse Counselors, offers certification for the recogni
tion, treatment and prevention of drug problems. Train
ing is in four parts that add up to 270 hours of formal 
study, but not everyone will want or need to complete 
all parts of the program. 

According to Dr. Pfeiffer non-credit programs are the 

testing ground for the credit programs in colleges and 
universities, and the substance abuse courses will soon 
be offered for credit here at COM 

A new trend in the business world, brought on by 
rapid changing technology, is continuous training of em
ployees. To combat the high expense of facilities and 
materials, companies and employees look to their local 
colleges. 

A wide variety of courses are offered to keep you up 
to date in fields such as real estate, legal, management, 
marketing and small businesses. In some cases you can 
get your boss to pay for the training. 

Why not learn a new hobby or pastime? 
Have you always wanted to write a novel, do ceram

ics, learn to dance, or play an instrument? Well, whatev
er it is, there is probably a place for you. If you are new 
to the area or just want to meet some new friends, there 
are teams to join and outdoor adventures to go on. 

As far as what to expect in the future from the Con
tinuing Education office, only your imagination can lim
it you. Dr. Pfeiffer said you may see a course offered in 
the 'fall relating to betting, offering tips on how to play 
the loua-y or the dog tracks. 

If you have not looked into the non-credit courses 
offered, you might want to stop by the Continuing Edu
cation Registtation Office in the Administration Build
ing to receive more infomation about the course offered, 
<X' call (409) 938-1221 or (713) 280-3991, ExL 373. 

't>t 
"f.ll'"' 

Camp Director David Flentge, center foreground, coaches youn~ters in the AU-Star Soccer School Day Camp held 
at COM this summer as part or the Continuing Education program. The camp, for ages 6 to 18, ran from June 28 
to July 2. This was Flentge's sixth year as camp director. · (Photo by Carl J~n Jr.) 
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Scuba diving classes 
offered in COM pool 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
Advertising Representative 

Just think. . . fish swimming so close you can 
touch them. Sounds muted by a cushion of water, al
most making you feel like you are in your own world. 
You take a deep breath to reassure yourself that you ha
ven't died and gone to heaven. 

WHATm 
People usually can't breathe under water, but you 

can if you have scuba gear and dive ttaining. 
Scuba diving became popular in 1943 after Jacques 

Cousteau introduced a new system. Since then, the gear 
has been greatly improved. Everything is smaller and 
ligh~. as well as easier to use. SCUBA is an acronym 
f<X' Self Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus. 

College of the Mainland has offered scuba diving as 
a Continuing Education physical education class for 
more than 10 years. 

The class has been taught by Larry Martin from 
Deep, Inc., a dive shop in Galveston, and is three hours 
long, twice a week for eight we_eks in the COM pool, 
with the certification dive taking place eithez at the Blue 
Lagoon near Huntsville or Travis Lake near Austin. 

The fall class will begin Aug. 31 and end OcL 21. 
It runs Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7: 15 p.m. to 10:05 
p.m. 

COM divers are certified by PADI, the Professional 
Association of Diving Instructors, one of the two best
recognized certification programs. The other is a YMCA 
course. 

Dave Elder, co-owner of Treasure Cove Scuba, has 
been teaching diving for 2 1/l years, as well as being an 
ex-military divez. He and his wife Alex, who also was 
his first student, have owned Treasure Cove since its 
opening over a year ago. 

As well as doing repair and maintenance work such 
as air fills, VIPs and hydros, Treasure Cove also coordi
nates diving trips offshore in the area and in Cozumel, 
Mexico. They offer basic and advanced open water ttain
ing, first aid and CPR classes, and specialty classes such 
as equipment familiarization classes. They provide certi
fication through the YMCA diving program. 

Martin, owner of Deep, Inc., has been diving for 
more than 20 years. He is a master instructor who has 
been teaching for more than 15 years. Martin, who is a 
research biologist specializing in Marine biology, has 
done extensive research in the Gulf of Mexico, the Ber
ing Sea, the Arctic, and the Antarctic. 

People first began experimenting with scuba diving 
in 1680, when an Italian inventor designed a machine 
which ~as operated by the diver, who used a hand piston 
pump to supply himself with air. Due to technological 
limitations, scuba was considered impractical. However, 
World War I created a need f<X scuba to be used as a sub
marine escape device and as protection against poison 
gas attacks, according to Invitation to Skin and Scuba 
Diving by John D. Craig and Morgan Degn. 

Cousteau introduced a scuba outfit in 1943 ·which 
made scuba diving much easier and more practical. The 
equipment be used is buically the same as what is still 
in use today, also according to Invitation to Skin and 
Scuba Diving. 

Amico • Beauchat • Body Glove • U.S. Diver 

Treasure Cove SCUBA 
~ Dawfilb.-4' ~ 

3131 Highway 6 at 1-45 (409) 938-4413 
Bayou Vista, Texas, 77563 FAX (409)935-7255 
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Entertainment 

Houston IMAX goes in Search/ or the Great Sharks 
By CARL JESSEN Jr. As the crew begins one of its experiments, Fox, in- exhilarated but exhausted crew begins its voyage home. 
Managing Editor a special chain mail suit, leaves the diving cage to assist Throughout the film sharks are shown feeding on 

Picture yourself in a LEXAN clear plastic diving 
tube, plunging to depths of more than 12,000 feet into a 
shark-filled domain where only dedicated enthusiasts 
would dare to venture. 

Search For The Great Sharks is making its debut at 
Houston's IMAX Theatre as the first underwater adven
ture shown on the six-story-tall Wortham IMAX screen. 

The gargantuan screen plays host to the camera's 
167 degree angle. This wide lens makes possible the 
seeming real-life encounter the audience has with sharks. 
As in the other films, the cinematography of the IMAX 
is unbelievably realistic. 

The opening of the film features powerful music 
with loud booms accompanied by an evil-eyed blue shark 
magnified to a "bigger--than--life" size protecting its ter
ritory from all who dare to challenge him. The setting is 
reminiscent of the Jaws movies, in that the shark is the 
predator of the sea. 

Rodney Fox, who serves as the expedition leader in 
Search for the Great White Sharks, is an Australian 
shark authority who survived an attack by a great white 
shark that nearly severed him in half during a spearfish
ing tournament in 1963. 

Dr. Eugenie Clark, a researcher who has studied 
sharks for more than 40 years and is a professor of wol
ogy at the University of Maryland in College Park, Md., 
lends her expertise to the film. During her lifetime she 
has discovered 11 species of fish, has written more than 
140 scientific and popular articles, and has appeared in 
more than two dozen films and television shows. 

At one point in the film, Dr. Clark and Fox team 
up to search for the largest fish in the world, the whale 
shark. Reaching lengths of 40 (eet, it is one of only 
three plant-feeding sharks known to man. 

Encounters with the reclusive whale shark are a rari
ty among divers and the filming of the enormous animal 
has been limited. In Search for the Great Sharks, the 
cameraman grabs the dorsal fin of the giant shark as a 
diver attempts to ride the immense creature. 

COM grounds worker Michael Settler cleans the side
walk by the Leaffiing Resource Center with pressur
ized water. On the right, high school student Jerome 
White, who is with the Junior Training Program As.w
ciation, rests a minute from the job of squeegeeing the 

.. water off.tbe:sidewalk. _(Ph~to by i\.Stri~ H. Lmyer,y) 

a safety diver, who is testing a shark repellant developed fish given to them by the crew. A shark enjoys its meal 
in the film. Fox, assisting his fellow diver, drops down by biting into its prey? throwing its whole head from 
to avoid a blue shark. In doing so, he loses a swim fin side to side, sawing o{f the meatand knocking out many 
and is pulled down by the weight of his suit of its teeth. 

Sinking helplessly in 3,000 feet of water, Fox be- To recover from the dramatic tooth loss, a shark's 
gins to drop the weights used by divers to hold them- teeth are arranged in rows along the border of each jaw, 
selves underwater. His heavy suit denies him the_flexi- according to a press packet provided by the Houston Mo-
bility he needs to reach the inflation valve on his seum of Natural Science. Five or more seis of teeth are 
buoyancy jacket present at the same time, although only one set may be 

Approximately four minutes elapse before Fox · visible. When a shark loses a tooth, a tooth from one of 
reaches the valve propelling him to the surface. After he · its other sets, which are folded back into the jaw, rotates 
is brought on board the vessel, to everyone's relief, the forward and replaces the lost tooth in a matter of days--or 

A 17-foot great white shark devours a 60-pound tuna 
for the IMAX camera. Search/or the Gnat Sharks is at 
the Houston Museum of Natural Science's WortblUD 
IMAX Theatre now througll_ Jan. 6, ~4. 

in some species, a matter of hours. 

Sharks also are immune to all forms of cancer, a 
fact Dr. Clark is studying to benefit humans. 

-A shark's best sensory ability is its sense of smell. 
A chemical scent in the water can attract a shark from 
long distances. 

A shark's vision, on the contrary, is very poor and 
may be the cause of attacks on humans. Of the 370 spe
cies of sharks, orily 30 species have attacked humans. 
Sharks probably would not attack a human for any other 
reason except for mistaking it for a sea lion, its favorite 
meal. 

"I think sharks take a bad rap," said Mal Wolfe, di
rector/producer of the film. ·Each year ·approximately 100 
million sharks are captured and killed. 

Search For The Great Sharks and Tropical Rainfor.; 
est can be seen at 10 a.m., noon and 4 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday with an additional 9 p.m. showing on 
Friday and Saturday nights and at noon, 4 p.m. and 9 
p.m. on Sundays. 

Search For The Great Sharks will run until Jan. 6, 
1994. Admission is $5 for adults and $3.50 for children 
under 12 years. Tropical Rainforest, will continue to run. 
through Sept 30. Visitors will receive a discount when 
purchasing tickets to both films at the same time. For 
reservations, call (713) 639-IMAX. If you liked Jaws, 
this film is for you. 

11&.;1•;p~-ieam _;;~f&llei.ui~1. 
B!. BECK¥ CHEEK · · · .· -' , , ·· . )~-"ultimate man;" · Bef~ aU¢mpffl'ig dii$ amaiing 
~~ff\ ll,1Ml!t!~t , , : · · ·feat Davis. said. "Jesus Christ is th~ ul~m®' man~ 

and ooly;fflt®gh. himean~le;~· . · 
. Davis titoke. in half two b:aseffiill bats amt w«e 



CCCT seeks directors 
Rick Peeples, president of the Clear Creek Country 

Theatre in Kemah, announced the theater is accepting ap
plications of directors for its seven-show 1993-94 season 
opening in August · 

Experienced directors should send a resume to: Rick 
Peeples, CCCT, 805 Harris SL, Kemah, TX 77565. For 
additional information about these volunteer positions or 
special season ticket packages call (713) 334-5790. . . .. 
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Adventure novel Sahara spellbinding 
By BECKY CHEEK 
Staff Reporter 

Are you seeking intrigue and espionage? Then why 
not pick up a copy of Sahara, Clive Cussler's latest nov
el. It takes the reader on the adventure of a lifetime, from 
the depths of the Nile River to the intense heat of the 
Sahara Desert 

Cussler, the author of several adventure novels, has 
topped his last book, Dragon. by a great margin. He in
cludes so much danger and excitement that the reader will 
not be able to put the book down. 

Escape from reality to the world of Dirk Pitt, a diver 
for the National Underwater Marine Agency, who is al
ways depicted as a humble, yet a take-charge-kind-of 
guy. As always Dirk Pitt is the main character, racing 
against the clock to save the world from disaster. He is 
always the winner and always gets the girl, though in 
this novel the reader is on edge wondering if Pitt will 
succeed yet again in his crazy endeavours. 

The year is 1995 and Pitt is on a mission to find a 
pharaoh's tomb at the bottom of the Nile River. While 

in Africa, he rescues Dr. Eva Rojas from being mur
dere<I. Her mission is to find a cure for a deadly disease 
sweeping across the Sahanl Desert Pitt joins Dr. Rojas 
in her quest only to be ambushed by gunboats and jet pi
lots. What is the secret that someone is trying to hide? 

Cussler parallels his life with his characters. Like 
Pitt, he dives for ship wrecks, climbs mountains, .or 
searches for legendary gold mines; they are one of a 
kind. 

In several of Cussler's previous novels, such as Ice- · 
burg and Treasure. Pitt and Cussler's paths have crossed. 
Cussler becom~s an insignificant character in his own 
book. Though he is insignificant to the story line, the 
reference to Cussler catches the reader's attention. In Ice
burg, Pitt is in an antique car race and Cussler is his 
competiror. 

Sahara soars to new heights through Cussler's in
ventive imagination. Each page leads the reader down a 
different adventurous path. The level of intense action 
will leave you holding on to the book for dear life. 

Sahara, now in paperback, is worth the $6.5P, and 
the thrill will last longer than the $5 or $6 you11 spend 
at the movies. 

Don Johnson obviollsly Guilty as Sin 
By OLIVER BARTLETT 
Staff Reporter 

A woman falls 20 stories to her death. Her woman
izing husband is accused of killing her for her money. Is 
he or isn't he guilty? Did she frame him for her murder, 
when she really committed suicide? Can the brilliant fe
male attorney get him acquitted? Does she really want 
to? Is he Guilty As Sin? 

David Greenhill, played by Don Johnson (Paradise, 
Miami Vice), is accused of murdering his millionaire 
wife. Known for his ~tious and womanizing behav
ior, Greenhill is the obvious suspect for the sudden de
mise of his unwanted marriage. 

Jennifer Haines, played by Rebecca De Mornay (The 
Hand That Rocks the Cradle, Risky Business), is the 
brilliant, young, beautiful lawyer whom Greenhill picks 
to defend him. Intrigued by Greenhill's behavior, she re
luctantly agrees to take the case. 

Greenhill's manipulation, intimidation and emotion
al game-playing quickly convince Haines that she has 
made the wrong decision, but by then it's too late. She 
is already too far along in the case. 

Haines decides that the only way to handle Greenhill 
is to treat him the same way he treats her. The game 
swings back and forth throughout the entire movie, with 

Johnson's potrayal of David Greenhill is barely bet-

ter than mediocre. Some of his scenes are chillingly be-
lievable while others are hardly ~nvincing. His perfor
mance ranges from brilliant to transparent This leaves 
some holes in the believability of the character. 

On the other hand, Rebecca De Mornay does an ex
cellent job in the role of Jennifer Haines. Unlike John
son's, hei:,performance is very steady. She establishes her 
characterts skeptical personality very well, thereby mak
ing her actions believable. By establishing the skepti
cism early in the movie, De Mornay makes her charac-
ter's actions more believable. · 

The story itself is very interesting. Sex, murder and 
suspense are uniquely combined to create an intriguing 
story line. 

The main problem with this movie rests with direc
tor Sydney Lumet (Network). For the most part the di
rection is good, except for a few scenes such as a flash
back. It is very unclear and makes the rest of the movie 
more difficult to understand 

I think that had the director changed about 10 or 15 
minutes of this film, it would be really good. Despite 
these problems, this movie is still very entertaining. De 
Mornay's performance makes this movie worth going to 
see. 
This movie won't win any awards, but it is worth the 
price of admission if you go to the matinee, when it's 
cheaper. 

Posse, old-fashioned western with.a twist 
By ALEX P. NGUYEN 
Staff Reporter 

What's with all the fuss? Haven't you seen a 
black cowboy before? Maybe you didn't realize it, but 
if you saw Unforgiven recently, you certainly did. 
Morgan Freeman, ClinJ Eastwood's partner in the re
cent hit movie. is definitely not a white cowboy. 

Oh, I get it! You're just not used to the idea that 
a black man is the star of a western movie--not only 
that but you're not accustomed to a western movie in 
which there are more black characters than there are 
white. 

Hey, sp what if the characters are not exactly 
• those you're used to? They are still very believable 
and very real. 

Mario Van Peebles directs and stars in this twist
ed western, titled Posse, which has been at the thea
ters for some time now. Peebles' character, Jesse Lee, 
leads a band of outlaws, which includes rap-stars Tone 
Loe and Big Daddy Kane, against the ruthless and un
just white lawmen. 

Jesse deserts the U.S. Army in Cuba during the 
Spanish-American War of 1898 and makes his way 
back to his hometown by way of New Orleans, hun
gry to avenge his father's death. He soon finds that he 
is called to do more than just avenge his father. There 
is a plot to desttoy the town, and he needs to con
vince the townspeople that they must fight to save iL 

To complicate matters, while he is hunting for 
his fathers murderers, Jesse is pursued by an army 
general whom he maimed in Cuba. The general is out 
to revenge himself on Jesse. · 

Jesse's posse encounters the general and his men 

several times during their journey out West where 
they meet again for a final showndown in Cutters
town. 

Posse is an action-packed western studded with 
some very unsuspected humor. For example, Rodney 
King's famous plead to humanity, "Can't we all just 
get along?" is used during the final fight scene. 

If you go into the theater with an open mind, I 
believe that the movie can be very enjoyable and defi
nitely worth a buck at the Dollar Cinema. 
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Crews juggles jobs: registrar, mayor, volunteer 
By OLIVER BARTLETT 
Staff Reporter 

"Wherever I am, I feel like I should be at the other 
place," says Barbara Crews who leads a duel life as 
mayor of Galveston and interim registrar and director of 
Admissions for College of the Mainland. 

"My life is a delicate balance," says Crews describ-

ing how she manages both jobs. 
Mayor is not a paying position since Galveston has 

a city manager to deal with day-to-day problems, Crews 
says, so she keeps the job with COM because it pays 
her a salary. 

Crews started at COM in 1979 as director of the 
Women's Center, which now is a part of the Admissions 
Counseling Center. She also taught sociology part time. 

Former COM student Rodney Dotson visits with Interim Registrar and Director or Admissions Barbara Crews in 
the Admissions Ofrtce June 29. Dotson is now a student at the University of Houston, central campus, majoring in 
computer technology. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Best part of Ewell's job helping someone 
By CARL JESSEN Jr. 
Managing Editor 

Vernon Ewell. a 13-year veteran of the College of 
the Mainland Campus Police force, said his goal in life 
is "just to be a. more well-rounded person." 

When Ewell was a student at Galveston's Ball High 
School, he decided to join the Marine Corps in 1965. 
During his tenure in the Marines, Ewell sezved in Viet
nam from 1~1967. 

"I have always wanted to be a police officer," Ewell 
said. After graduating from the Galveston Com1ty Sher
iffs Academy at Galveston College, Ewell went to work 
for the Texas Department of Corrections at the Ramsey 
unit in Rosharon and the John Sealy Hospital unit in 
Galveston for 2 1/l years. 

Ewell left TOC in search of a better job and waked 
for a security agency part-time. While in between jobs, 
he heard about an opening on the COM police force and 
applied for the job. 

Ewen. in his time away from CO~ participates in 
an annual event benefiting Special Olympics of Texas 
known as the Texas Law Enforcement Torch Run. 

The Torch Run is a serious endeavor for Ewell who 
also sells T-shirts for the evenL "The Torch Run T
shirts are available for purchasing year-round," he said. 

"Donations to the Torch Run would be greatly ap
.precia~.", said .Ewell, who accepts donations for the 

' I .. ," ,' 

Torch Run any time and then turns them over to a fel
low Torch Run participant, Kenny Mack, chief of Police 
in Webster. 

As COM's only participant, he joins other contribu
tors affiliated with various branches of law enforcement 
from college security to the Federal Bureau of Investiga
tion. 

"The Torch Run is held in different places every 
year," Ewell said. "This past year it was held in Denton 
May 17 through 21 and the year before in San Marcos. 
The next one will be held in Austin May 1994." 

Ewell and his wife, Elizabeth, are the parents of two 
handicapped children Scott, 17, and Mary Beth, 15. 
Ewell got started in the Torch Run three years ago in 
Denton when he saw all of the participants and was 
"touched" the event itself. 

The officer believes that the most important part of 
his job at COM involves helping people. 

"If I am in one of the parking lots, and I can help 
somebody, that's the part of my job I love the mo~t," 
Ewell said. 

The danger a COM police officer may encounter on 
campus according to Ewell is "not a whole lot, but the 
potential is always there." 

Ewell, who has worked the 11 p.m. to 7 a.m. shift 
in the past, currently works the 3 to 11 p.m. shift P!l
trolling the campus during afternoon and evening class
es. 

In 1982 she became an Admissions Office counse
lor. She remained in that position until January when 
she took over the position vacated by Dr. Robert A. 
Johnston. 

Born in Galveston, Crews holds a vested interest in 
the future of the island. Aside from being mayor. she is 
involved in many other local organizations. She is a 
board member of Habitat For Humanity, an organization 
that helps provide housing for low-income families. She 
sits on the Advisory Board for the Galveston Historical 
Foundation, which helps to preserve the history of 
Galveston. She also is on the board for Children and 
Youth 2001, which promotes children's health and wel
fare. 

Crews also manages to have a personal life. Her 
family includes her husband Frank and his three children 
Chris, Candace and Cathy. Frank is an attorney .in 
Galveston, Chris is an architect in Berkley. Calif., Can
dace lives in Scottsdale, Ariz., and has a degree in psy
chology, and Cathy lives in Austin and has a political 
science degree. 

For normal exercise, Crews likes to jog. Her many 
responsibilities, however, provide her with additional ex
ercise and require more energy than most people could 
handle. Crews, who says she has always been good at 
time management and whose life has always been very 
full, handles all these responsibilities by carefully man-
aging her time. · 

The mayor holds a bachelor of arts degree from the 
University of Arizona, Tempe, in psychology and a mas
tei- of arts from Califcxnia State University, San Jose, in 
sociology. 

Before she came to COM, she also taught sociolo
gy full time at Pima College in Tucson, Ariz., for three 
years 

Crews has high hopes for COM and says, "Al
though only for a few months, I have enjoyed working 
with the team on the Admissions staff to see if we can 
implement the changes necessary to make this office 
more efficient and effective in delivering services." 

Crews has expressed an interest in permanently be
coming the registrar and directer of Admissiom. 

COM Police Officer Vernon Ewell unlocks the door to 
a welding lab in the new Industrial Building. Ewell has 
been on the COM .Campus Police force for 13 years. 
He normally works the 3 to 11 p.m. shift. 

. , (?hoto by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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Walter "Shake" Jefferson (sitting on truck), Kendrick Rawb (in front of truck), Genorice Johnson (back row right) 
and Rudy "Popcorn" Dickerson pause for photo on Dickerson's new truck. All are attending summer high school 
at COM and are Texas City High School students. (Photo by Carl Jessen Jr.) 

Fewer hours allowed before TASP 
Continued from Pqe 1---------
TASP, he will not be allowed to register the next semes-
ter for credit classes. 

The T ASP was originally implemented to prevent 
students with inadequate skills from earning college de
grees, explained Sandra Evans, Leaming Assistance Cen
ter director. When the state instituted the test in fall 
1989, all students who had at least three college-level 
credit hours prior to that date were exempted from taking 
the test However, Evans continued, anyone wanting a 
teaching degree has to talce the T ASP test even if he has 
three hours of college-level credit prior to fall 1989. 

Dr. William T. Spillar, chairman of Division of 
Arts and Humanities, said, "It puts teeth into our require
ments to bring students up to task." The TASP ensures 
that students have the skills needed for college courses. 

If a student fails any part of the TASP, state law re
quires that he must be in a remedial course until he pass
es the test Evans said the remedial courses are designed 
to bring the student up to college-level skills. 

A student can accumulate up to 60 credit hours even 
though he has not yet passed all the sections of the 
TASP, as long as he remains enrolled in the appropriate 
remedial course, Evans explained. · 

For those students who qualify for freshman Eng
lish, but have failed the reading or writing portion of the 
TASP, the college offers a computer assistance course, 
COM 0320, Evans said. . 

Individuality is the key to this course and is de
signed to help the student with his test-talcing skills, 
Evans explained. The instructor tries to focus on the 

Smoking ban coming 
Continued from Page 1.-----------

"The ban was not driven by non-smokers," said 
COM President Larry L. Stanley. "It was a recommenda
tion from the College Senate to the (COM) Board of 
Trustees to include or clarify the policy. When the issue 
came before the board of ttustees, there was a range of 
discussions which led the board to extend the ban to all 
areas of the campus." 

The ban, according to President Stanley, was insti
tuted because cigarette butts, "spitting in cups" and other 
forms of tobacco litta caused maintenance problems in 
terms of keeping the landscape and building entrances 
clean and presentable. 

needs of the particular student For example, if a student 
needs help with critical thinking, the instructor devises a 
program to suit the student's needs. Evans stated, "It is 
just a matter of giving hints." 

Beginning with this fall registration, students will 
no longer be able to bargain with their advisers about 
what classes they can take, Dr. Spillar said. Scores from 
the T ASP and COM appraisal test will determine what 
ctasses-stodentswilli>e allowed-to-register-for. 

The next test date is July 24. However, the regular 
registration dealine has passed; the late registration peri
od runs through July 14 and requires an additional $20 
fee. 

For more information contact the following individ
uals at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991: Dr. Donald 
G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student Development, 
Ext 229; Dr. Vanneise Collins, assistant to the Presi
dent and Office of Equal Educational Opportunity, Ext. 
407; Barbara Cn-,ws, COM counselor and acting regis
trar, Ext. 470; and Dr. Spillar, Ext 215. 
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COM offers students 
summer high school 
By CARL JESSEN Jr. 
Managing Editor 

Have you noticed a steep increase in students on 
campus recently? Were you wondering how College of 
the Mainland found all of these people for the two sum
mer semesters when enrollment is not as high as the two 
long semesters? 

High school summer school, in its fourth year here 
at College of the Mainland, will end its second and final 
session of the summer July 17. COM provides its facili
tates to five surrounding school districts, including Tex
as City, La Marque, HitchC<lCk, Santa Fe and Dickinson. 

Three of the five districts do not ordinarily have 
enough enrollment to develop their own community 
summer schools, according to Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean 
of Instruction and Student Development "If all the dis
tricts work together, it assures enough participation to 
make feasible a high quality summer school. 

COM does not make any money from the service 
but rathc'l' cooperates \\jth public schools and widens ed
ucational access for the students," Dr. Bass continued. 

Bridget Ferrell, senior secretary for the Continuing 
Education department, also indicated that it's a good way 
to attract high school sbldents to COM. "It gets them 
familiar with the college atmosphere and then hopefully 
they11 come back when they graduate from high school 
to take college classes." 

High school students also seem to enjoy attending a 
different campus during the summer. According to Texas 
City High School sbldent Walter "Shake" Jefferson: 
"The atmosphere is more enjoyable at COM than at our 

_ high_school.'.'.!, 
. Rudy "Popcorn" Dickerson, a summer school stu

dent also from Texas City High School, said, "You can 
meet a lot a people from other schools." 

His fellow compadre. Genorice Johnson, also a Tex
as City High School student, agreed that meeting new 
people from other schools was probably the best part of 
COMs program. 

However Texas City High School student Kendrick 
Rawls said, "Nothing is better about having summer 
school here at COM," indicating that he doesn't seem to 
be enjoying being in summer school. 

"We are getting some information together for the 
fall semesttt conceroing the smoking ban to let students . 
know that the dale is approaching," said Dr. Henry D. 
Pope, dean of College and Fuiancial Services. 

The lnttrCOM summer mue staff from left: Lora Christine Poe; Alex P. Nguyen; Carl Jessen Jr., managing editor; 
Becky Cheek; Melani Thompson, adverming representative; and Oliver Bartlett at the keyboard. 

' (Photo by -~id iI. Lowery) 
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COM's Guys and Dolls opens July 22 
Continued from Page 1----------
notorious gambler and womanizer. Sky bets that he can 
t.ake any woman to dinner in Havana, Cuba. and Nathan 
chooses Miss Sarah Brown, a staid and well-mannered 
young lady who runs the Save-A-Soul Mission. 

At first, Sarah refuses Sky's invitation. But when 
Sky promises to help revive the dying mission with a 
dozen genuine sinners, Sarah accepts, and needless to 
say, the two fall in love in Havana 

Guys and Dolls has won numerous awards including 
the Drama Critic's Circle Award, Tony Awards for Best 
Musical, Best Score and Lyrics, Best Book and Best revi
val for 1991. -

"It (Guys and Dolls) is easily one of the top ten all
time great musical comedies in American Musical Thea
tre - great script. fabulous music, wonderful lyrics, truly 
American characters," COM Arena Theatre Staff Director 
Reggie Schwander said. 

Jim Glenn of Houston will play the part of Nathan 
. Detroit Doug Blevins of Virginia Beach, Vir., will play 

Sky Masterson, and Stacy Noessel of League City will 
portray Miss Adelaide while Pamela Saxon of Houston 
will t.ake on the role of Sarah Brown. 

Schwander will be assisted by production stage man
ager Beth Weidler, choreographer Angie Wheeler, instru
mental music director Stephen James and vocal music di-

rector James Heffel. 
Design duties for the production will be handled by 

costume designer Robyn Buschmann, scenic designer 
Kelly Babb and sound designer Eric Barnhart. 

For those want to see the play but do not want to 
spend the money on tickets, there is a way. It is a tradi
tion for the COM theater department to put on a free stu
dent preview of all productions before opening night. 
For this particular production, the student preview will 
be held Tuesday, July 20, at 8 p.m. in the UHCL Bayou 
Theatre where all performances will be held. Members of 

. the COM and UHCL faculty and staff, as well as UHCL 
students, also are invited to attend. 

For those of you who want to see the play but want 
to pay more for your tickets, you're also in luck. A spe
cial performance will be given Wednesday, July 21, to 
benefit the College of the Mainland Foundation which 
assists COM students who are in need of financial aid. 
Tickets will be $75 and will include a pre-curtain buffet 
at 6 p.m. in the Atrium of the Bayou Building. 

Tickets for this special performance and all other 
performances can be purchased at COM Arena Theatre 
Ticket Office in the Fine Art Building, or call (409) 938-
1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 345. The Bayou Theatre is 
located in the UHCL Bayou Building. The campus en
trances are on 2700 Bay Area Blvd. in Clear Lake City. 

7-member group 
to be official Sept. 1 
Continued from Page 1---------
tors Brenda Brown, Brett Jarrett. Jo Ann Pevoto and Oui
da Sanmann; journalism instructor Astrid H. Lowery; 
speech instructor Roger Stallings; and program support 
worlcer Lois Carelock. 

The four English instructors first came up with a 
proposal for their self-managed work group in early Fel>
ruary. President Stanley approved their proposal on Feb. 
15. Since then they have been operating on their own 
and have added Lowery, Stallings and most recently 

Carelock. 
Instead of the old system of hierarchy, the new work 

groups will have direct contact with each other in their 
efforts to solve problems. According to Sanmann, who 
is in charge of resources in the Humanities Group, there 
will no longer be division chairs. 

· Each work group is responsible for making all deci
sions that impact members directly. Members of the Hu
manities Group have already made many pertinent deci
sions on their own. 

According to Sanmann 'the member have already 
made budget decisions and have recommended the hiring 
of a new English instructor to replace retiring Professor 
Thomas Carter. 

"There was lots of red tape and too many approvals 
were needed for anything to get done (prior to the forma
tion of the work group)," Sanmann said. "I feel enthu
siastic! With this new system, we hope to say to stu
dents, We are here for you;to give you an education,' 
rather than, 'You are here to provide us with jobs.'" 

She believes that TQM will not only help instruc
tors to improve education for students, but it will also 
cut down school spending considerably. 

"It's all about perception and team work," Stallings 
said. "Many minds can be much more creative than just 
one." 

Lowery also believes that TQM is a great idea. "I 
feel excited, very energized and empowered," she said. "It 
has given me the opportunity to be in closer contact 
with my colleagues." 

Brown, who is in charge of the Humanities Group's 
budget. commented: "It's wonderful! Sure, it's bard work, 
but in the long run, we'll be able to produce better edu
cated students." 

Pevoto, who is in charge of scheduling and adjuncts, 
said, "TQM causes people to work to their full poten
tial." 

Humanities Group liaison Jarrett said: "TQM not 
only represents a restoration but a salvation. It makes 
people feel involved and importanL" 

Although the group already i~ functioning on its 
own, it will not be officially recognized until Sept I. 

The entire campus is in the process of convening to 
TQM, although many groups seem to be further along 
than others. Math/Science, Social Science, Media Ser
vices and. Fine Arts are a few of the other groups who 
have shown advancements. 

InStructors, friends remember Robinson fondly 
Continued from Page 1---------
dent who made very astute comments during class dis

/ cussions," English instructor Brenda Brown said. 
Political science instructor Dr. Lee McGriggs said 

of her, "Lanette was an exceptional student with a deep 
quest fCX' knowledge.• 

English instructor /o Ann Pevoto said, •she always 
had a smile. She was a very pleasant student who was 
well-liked by ha' peen: 

Robinson was scheduled to meet with her COM ad
. viser. Dr. Roy Rhame. to discuss her field of study at 
Southwest Texas State Unvie.rstiy. but the meeting nev
ei- took place. It WM scbeduied a week following her fatal 

accident Remembering her. the biology teacher said: 
"Lanette was well~liked by students and instructors alike. 
She was one of my closest students ever." 

Acc<x'ding to her friends and family, Robinson want
ed to major in occupational therapy. . 

Two of her best friends were Anete Schmidt and De
nise Ramos. "Lanette was strong-willed and very smart." 
Schmidt said. "She always kept things together." 

Ramos also had only fond words for her beloved 
friend: "She was a great person, one of the best friend I 
ever had. She was always in a good mood, and it seemed 
as if she could not get mad at anybody. It shouldn't have 
happened to her: 

Funeral services were held at SL Mary's Catholic 
Church and Emken-Lirtton Funeral Home both in Texas 
City where many of her faithful friends and relatives 

· gathered to say their last farewells. Burial followed at 
Mount Olivet Cemetery in Dickinson. 

COM instructors Dr. Rhame, Brown, Pevoto, Dr. 
McGriggs and Al Bass also attended. 

She is survived by hei- parents Clifford and Phyllis 
Robinson of Texas City; three older sisters, Melissa 
Wood, Lynn Katenzaro and Leigh McGilberry; paternal 
grandfather Jesse E. Robinson and maternal grandmother 
Florence A. Beaulieu. 
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Board: tobacco ban 
to be effective Jan.1 
By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

As a continuation of its policy of banning tobacco 
products in all buildings, the College of the Mainland 
Board of Trustees unanimously agreed to institute a 
smoke-free policy for COM at the Feb. 25 meeting. 

The ban which ·will prohibit tobacco products on all 
campus property goes into effect Jan. 1, 1994. 

Larry Smith, COM history instructor and president 
of the Senate, said to date the policy is. under review by 
the Senate. Dr. William T. Spillar presented a report of 
revision on the policy to the Senate Sept. 30. According 
to COM President Larry L. Stanley, he and the board 
may review and revise the policy because some students 
and employees have expressed some concern. 

Currently, however, the Public Relations Depart
ment and the Physical Plant are designing signage for 
the tobacco -ban which will be ready in the near future, 

_---:,- cc __ sai --·-d Dr. Henry Pope, dean of College and Financial Ser
vices. 

When contacted in spring about the board's decision, 
President Stanley said that no penalties have been pre
scribed for ban breakers as of yet. President Stanley be
lieves, however, that there will no problems with stu
dents complying with the policy. 

See Tobacco Page 7 

COM students, faculty and staff gather in the Learning Resource Center breezeway at the Welcome Back 
Kickoff held Sept. 14. The crowd listened to The Line Up band and enjoyed the free popcorn and drinks 
supplied by the Student Activities Board and served by its members. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

Dean Bass to hold open forum Oct. 14 Unidentified woman 
By CASEY HAM 
Staff Reporter 

Beginning Jan. 1, 1994, College of the Mainland 
will put a smoking ban into effect If you would like to 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean oflnstruction and Student 
Development, speaks to students at the Welcome Back 
Kickoff held in the LRC breezeway Sept.14. The Line 
Up entertained a good-sized crowd. 

(Photo by Susan Littleton) 

speak to a higher authority about this or any other p~ob
lems you may have, you are invited to an open forum 
with Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 
Development The forum will be held Oct. 14 in the Ad
ministration Building, Room A-127, during College 
Hour. 

Every semester the dean holds at least one forum to 
find out if students have any questions or concerns that 
need to be dealt with. During past forums, Dr. Bass has 
answered questions about child care on campus, the cafe
teria and the parking lots. He also has given information 
about such things as the location of picnic_tables around 
the campus. 

The dean will host a follow-up forum Nov. 30, dur
ing College Hour. 

1 aids epileptic stude·nt 
By Sl]SAN LITTLETON 
Staff Reporter 

What is a hero? Have you ever been a hero and 
never realized that you were? Several College of 
the Mainland people were heroes recently. One re
mains ,unidentified.. She disappeared as quickly as 
she arrived. 

On Monday, Sept. 13, a COM student suf
fered an epileptic seizure that without quick inter-· 
vention could have had severe repercussions. 

See Quick Page 8 

Bay Area center offers AIDS support, help 
By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

George Barnhart, founding director of community
based AIDS Alliance of the Bay Area, opened the doors 
of AABA's new AIDS Resource Center Sept. 9 in Clear 
Lake. 

The center, located in the Citizen Exchange Building 
on El Camino Real, is the first in the Clear Lake area to 
provide clients with services, such as case management 
for AIDS patients: referral to medical services, and home 
care and support groups for patients, family members 
and friends. 

Barnhart feels the center, which opened in August, 
will offer the growing number of AIDS patients in the 

Clear Lake area the opportunity to seek needed services 
formerly only available in Galveston or Houston. 

"When I was first diagnosed with AIDS, I started 
looking for help and support," Barnhart said. "I was 
amazed to find that basically there were few sources 
available. I learned I had to go all the way to Galveston 
Island, or travel all the way to Houston to meet my 
needs." 

The new center will act as "a bridge between Galves
ton and Houston," Barnhart explained. 

AABA hopes the opening of the center will educate 
all citizens in the surrounding Bay Area of the nature and 
risks of AIDS, and will promote awareness and compas
sion for those stricken with the disease. 

See Bay Page 7 
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Kickoff features 
The Line Up again 
By BRYAN W. HAUSER 
Starr Reporter 

College of the Mainland kicked off the fall semester 
with a celebration in the Learning Resource Center 
breeuway Sept. 14 during College Hour. with a special 
presentation from The Line Up. 

The Line Up has appeared at COM kickoffs for the 
past three years. featuring drummer and vocals Willy 
Gonzales. vocals and guitar Manny Lopez and bass 
player Dave McKnight. While the band performed. the 
COM Activities Board, sponsor of the Welcome Back 
Kickoff. offered free refreshments. 

Lopez explained that the band plays a cluster of mu
sic. such as country, pop, metal and alternative a1ld has 
performed at such clubs as F.A. Skippies located on the 
Strand and Stars, both in Galveston, and the Turtle Club 
in Clear Lake. 

With overcast skies and a threat of thunderstorms as 
well as gusty winds, The Line Up opened with a Doors 
classic "Roadhouse Blues" to an overwhelming turnout 
of students and faculty and staff. 

Gonzales who seemed to be the comedian of the 
group announced that Beavis and Bullhead. cartoon char
acters on MTV. would make a guest appearance at the 
Kick Off. This news seemed to pump up the students. 

The band performed a variety of tunes from well
known groups. such as Spin Doctors and Stone Temple 
Pilots. 

Before the intermission Gonzales said, "We will 
play this in hope that the rain won't come." Then hit a 
Cult classic "Rain." 

Unfortunately as Dr. Donald G. Bass. dean of In
struction and Student Development. took the stage to 
speak the skies opened up. While Dean Bass spoke under 
cover of the breereway. students scurried out of the open 
for cover and some of his speech was lost in the frantic 
scuffling of students. 

As the dean finished, the rain stopped and The Line 
Up took the stage once more. They. however, had to cut 
their performance short due to a lack of students and the 
continued threat of torrential downpours and lightning. 

COM library hours posted 
The College of the Mainland Library located in the 

Learning Resource Center wants to make students aware 
of library hours. The library is open Monday through 
Thursday 8 a.m to 9 p.m, Fridays 8 a.m to 5 p.m and 
Saturdays 9 a.m to 1 p.m. 
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Drummer and vocalist Willy Gonzales, vocals and guitarist Manny Lopez and bass player Dave McKnight of The 
Line Up perform for COM students, faculty and starrat the Welcome Back Kickorrheld during College Hour Sept. 
14. The band continued playing despite intermittent rain showers. (Photo by Susan pttleton) 

Give blood Oct. 26, 27; get free T-shirt 
By DEREK WARREN 
Starr Reporter 

Yes, folks, it's that time of year again at College of 
the Mainland! Time to roll up your sleeves to give need
ed blood to the blood center. 

This semester's blood drive, sponsored by the Stu
dent Activites Board. will be held OcL 26 and 27 from 9 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. each day in the Student Center's Sun 
Room. Everyone, who is able to donate, will receive a 
free T-shirt You may sign up for a time to give blood 
in the Physical Education Building. 

This event. held during each long semester, is call
ing out to the people of the Gulf Coast area to help the 
hospitals keep a large supply of blood on hand for the 
victims of accidents and other emergencies, especially 
during the upcoming holidays. Giving blood doesn't take 
a long time. only 30 to 45 minutes, according to blood 

Letter to the Editor 

center personnel. _ 
The Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center, which will 

administer the event, has set up two requirements in or,. 

der to give blood. First, you must be between 18 and 70; 
17 year olds must have a parent or guardian's written 
consent Secondly, you must weigh at least 110 pounds. 

There are some restrictions also. If any of the fol
lowing apply to you. you cannot participate in the blood 
drive. First, you can't have any sexually transmitted dis
eases. Secondly. you can't have a cold or the flu. You 
must also be fully recovered from any allergy attacks. 
Finally, it must have been at least eight weeks since you 
last gave blood. 

The blood center reminds you that you should eat • 
prior to your blood donation. Fatty foods. such as, eggs, 
milk and other dairy products should be avoided up to 
four hours before giving. The blood center will provide 
cookies and juice afterward for all who give blood. 

Reader disagrees smoking is a right 
Dear F.dit.or: 

I am writing this letter in response to Mr. Lausch's 
letter and your comments in the July 19'J3 lnterCOM. 
Have you ever seen a target shot with a shotgun? It is 
riddled with holes just as the comments made by the two 
(Managing Editor Carl Jessen Jr.'s editorial, same issue) 
of you are (riddled by holes) concerning the campuswide 
smoking ban. 

Hole #1 How can it be discrimination against stu
.dents too poor to pay fines for violating the rules when 
they have enough money to support their cigarrette hab
it? 

Hole #2 Destruction of a book, according to Mr. 
Lausch. is a blasphemy. where as destruction of oneself 
and others (by smoking) is a "choice." 

Aren't we somewhat mixed up in our values here? 
Hole #3 Personal freedom means rights only. 

Doesn't personal freedom also carry with it responsibili
ty? Does the "right" to smoke override another's right to 
not be "smoked on"? Does this "right" to smoke mean 
that society has the responsibility to pay for medic.al care 
and treatment (through public assistance and ever increas
ing medical premiums) for those who have exercised the 

"right"? 
Hole #4 Smoking is a "right" enjoyed by any who 

choose to do so. NOT! People confuse rights and privi
leges. Is it a right to dtive a car? No. it is a ptjvilege as 
long as we obey the laws and drive responsibly. Because 
of the harm it causes to the individual and society, 
smoking is not a right -- it is not even a privilege be
cause it cannot be done responsibly. 

I could cite even more "holes" in the target but this 
is enough. The controlling board (Board of Trustees) at 
the college has shown patience in this matter by just 
banning smoking inside of buildings and now to campus 
grounds. Mr. Lausch, why don't you join the ranks of 
the non-smokers on campus? With your literary style 
you could be a powerful tool in helping to label smok
ing as deviant behavior and thereby help others to kick 
the habit. Help people to begin to enjoy life more fully, 
free from tobacco and its harmful effects. Many of the 
cancer patients at M.D. Anderson Hospital in Houston 
certainly wish they could do so. 

Jim Christian 
COM Student 
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Letter to the Editor 

Smoker applaud.s soon-to-be tobacco ban 
Dear Editor, 

I am a smoker in favor of the smoke-free campus 
policy to be implemented January 1994. . 

While it is true that we all have a right to smoke if 
we want to, College of the Mainland is a public facility. 
and there are some special considerations here. Plenty 
has been said aboot second-hand smoke, and whether 
those things are true or not, and whether you believe 
them or not, the truth is that it is not always pleasant, 
even for a smoker, to walk out of a building into cloud 
of smoke. If you are not a smoker, or if you have aller
gies, or if you buy the second-hand smoke theory, it is 
even more unpleasant 

And what about those who have to clean up after 
us? Would you like to be the person who sifts through 
the ashtrays, having to handle hundreds, no, thousands, 
of cigarette butts each week? They are dirty, ugly, smel
ly and they've been in someone's mouth. If it was your 

COM ducks waddle across campus celebrating the 
tobacco ban to be implemented Jan.1, 1994. The COM 
Board of Trustees approved the ban in February. No 
tobacco products of any kind will be allowed on campus. 

(Photo by Susan Littleton) 

job, would you feel the same about smoking on cam
pus? Our custodians do a great job; they clean up the 
messes that others leave behind, and many that others 
would never touch. Should they have to clean up after 
our self-indulgences? 

For those of us who work here, is it fair that some 
employees can take a break since they "need a cigarette" 
when others continue working? I am a smoker andJ 
don't smoke at work. Period. I never have, at any job, 
and I have survived. I resent it when others take time off 
to smoke, leaving me or others to answer their phone. 

Even if you smoke. do you enjoy walking on side
walks or sitting in the grass where some ~rson has been 
spitting tobacco juice? Do you find it attractive, or even 
civilized, to see someone spitting (or carrying a paper 
cup full of brown spit), or flicking a butt onto the grass 
or sidewalk (because lots of people don't use the ash
tray)? And if the ducks eat those butts, it can kill them! , 

Folks, this has to do with more than rights. It has 
to do with courtesy, with consideration for those around 
us--it has to do with "being nice." It was once polite to 
ask, "Do you mind if I smoke?" It's been a long time 
since I heard anyone ask. Now someone has said, "We 
mind if you smoke"--so can't we just do the polite thing 
gracefully? 

We all have the right to smoke. No one has said we 
can't We just can't do it here. We can smoke elsewhere, 
clean up after ourselves, and accept the responsibilities 
that accompany our rights. -

As for the non-smokers, they have as many rights 
as smokers do; they certainly have the right to request a 
smoke-free campus and to expect us to comply gracious
ly. After all, we are the ones with the habit that others 
may find annoying or unpleasant (How many_ times 
have smokers had to complain that smoke-free air is real
ly bothering them or irritating their eyes?) 

Non-smokers may still have to smell smoke, but 
they won't have to smell it here. They may step in to
bacco spit, but they won't have step in it here. Some of 
us may still expect others to clean up after us, but they 
won't have to clean up after us here. 

If none of these arguments appeal to you, maybe the 
time and money saved on custodial services will help 
keep tuition and other casts down. And perhaps we can 
take pride in the fact that we are in control of our vices, 
and not vice versa! 

Bethany Pheneger 
·Senior Secretary, Nursing Department 
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Tobacco ban result 
of careless users 

College of the Mainland smokers -- faculty, staff 
and students -- will find themselves without their tobac
co privileges beginning Jan. 1, 1994. The ban will pro
hibit the use of tobacco in any form on campus. 

With news of the COM Board of Trustee's decision 
to curb tobacco use on campus, some students have ex
pressed concern by writing letters to the editor. However, 
the majority of COM's patrons are either unaware of or 
apathetic to the new tobacco policy which will affect 
both tobacco users and non-tobacco users alike. 

Some concerned smokers feel that the board is strip
ping them of their rights which many have "died to pro
tect." Others argue that the ban is justifiable because to
bacco smoke is harmful to both smokers and non
smokers. 

Both sides have legitimate arguments. However, I 
feel the board's decision does not come from some whim 
to squelch COM's smokers' rights at random or that the 
board agrees with researchers who have found tobacco 
smoke to be harmful to both smokers and non-smokers. 

I believe the ban was enacted because some smokers 
and chewers simply do not know how to clean up after 
themselves. We have all seen the remnants of tobacco 
users from the cigarette butts and ashes to the tobacco 
spit dripping down walls or left in cups. 

The ban is similar to our experiences in grade 
school. Every class had that one kid who always talked 
after the teacher had ordered silence and refused to admit 
his guilt. While we were stuck writing one hundred 
times, "I will not talk out of turn," we were forced to 
watch all the other classes at recess playing kickball. 

The point is that a few tobacco users have ruined it 
for all tobacco users. The board's decision could lead to a 
domino effect that may alter or ban other student and fa
culty privileges. 

The board may decide to prohibit all food and bever
ages in classrooms or even outside because a few people 
cannot seem to find the trash can. Gum could also be 
prohibited from the campus because a few people decide 
to deposit their gum on the sidewalk or underneath desks 
instead of in the trash can. 

I believe the- board's decision is an excellent step in 
the right direction -- not for the fight against tobacco -
but for the beaQtification of our campus. We cannot al
low other schools to think that we do not care about our 
campus. If we cannot keep our campus clean for our self
esteem, at least we can do it for the ducks at COM. 
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COMstudentsAnthonyVargas,left,andGlenChambersviewpaintingProfessorJamesTempler'sCycleandRecycle 
one and Cycle and Recycle two in the faculty exhibit, COM's latest gallery exhibition. The exhibit in the Fine Arts 
complex runs through Oct. 20. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

COM exhibit features faculty art 
By SUSAN LITTLETON 

Staff Reporter 

Beauty, puzzlement, exasperation: these are all part 
of this year's Faculty Exhibit in College of the Main
land's Fine Arts Gallery. You can view this exquisite 
show through Oct 20, Monday through Eriday 8 a.m to 
5 p.m. Gallery key may be obtained in the Fine Arts Of
fice. 

The show features the works of COM fine arts in
structors James R. Templer, Betty Palifka, Janet Has
singer, Mona J. Marshall and John Dyes. 

Professor of painting and drawing Templer, "usually 
categorized as a landscape painter," explained that his 
main subjects are derived from The Texas Gulf Coast and 
the Wetlands around Galveston Island 

In two of his pieces, called Cycle and Recycle one 
and Cycle and Recyle two, he depicts an image of the 
untimely extinction of nature due to our irresponsibility 
and our failure to be stewards of our environment. The 
paintings are a collage of paints on graphite, linen and 
wood paneling. 

Just as Templer expresses his feelings on the demise 
of the environment, ceramics instructor Polifkh demon
strates her ability to create intriguing pieces of work us
ing natural products such as decayed wood and plants as 
well as such man-made discarded products as rusted met
al, peeled paint and plastics discolored by the sun. 

"Each work is a memory of an experience in my 
life," Palifka said. "The process of making the piece is 
also like I see my life: bits and pieces of 'things' coming 

together in surprising ways ... to create harmony out of 
chaos." 

The Hidden Agendas series presented by drawing and 
design instructor Hassinger is about "the psychological 
shell-like armor which conceals wounds held deep with
in." As with all her pieces, Hassinger said she means for 
her work to produce "an experience of discovery for the 
viewer." 

Fine Arts Gallery Director Marshall concentrates on 
framed life-sized paintings allowing her audience to visu
alize the subject as an illuminated memory. Marshall, 
who also teached drawing and photography, believes that 
seeing objects at night reveals a different world that can 
only be discovered from past experience. The viewer's 
memory is required to visualize the subjects as they 
would appear in a daylight environment. 

In his Colorado Mining Camp Series, photography 
instructor Dyes recreates the "Good Old Days" of the 
gold miners' lives through the use of old photographic 
techniques. Dyes creates images of the extreme dangers 
the miners encountered in their search for that seam of 
gold that would satisfy their wildest dreams. 

I found the faculty exhibition intriguing and 
thought- provoking. Susie Kalil, art critic and opening 
night speaker, proved to be spirited and intriguing as 
well. · 

Gallery shows to follow the faculty exhibit are Nov. 
3, through Dec. 8, Alama Haertein Other People's 
Dreams; Jan. 27, through Feb. 23, Sue Coe Porkopo
lis; March 9 through April 6, Lawrence MacFarland 
Landscape Photographs of Italy; and April 21, through 
May 2, Student Show. 

COM clubs boost student involvement 
By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 
with LORA CHRISTINE POE 

College of the Mainland's wide range of clubs and 
organizations gives students a variety of interests in 
which to become involved. Student organizations also 
enable both current and new COM students to meet peo
ple with similiar interests and to discover what COM 
has to offer. 

Campus clubs range from athletic organizations to 
organizations geared to students interested in specific ma
jors. However, the main similarity among COM's or
ganizations is that they are all socially oriented. The 

clubs offer students a means in which to exchange ideas 
and experiences with others who share their interests. 

However, if COM's current campus clubs do not 
meet their expectations, students have another option. 
According to Mary Ann Urick, Recreational Programs 
coordinator, anyone who shares a specific interest with 
several other people can start a new club by finding a fa
culty or staff member to act as a sponsor and filling out 
a short form. 

Urick urges students to organize their own clubs. 
She reminds students that "it is never too late to get in
volved or start a new organization." 

For more information on student clubs contact 
Urick at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 418. 

IMAX Grand Canyon 
breathtaking portrayal 
Back for repeat performance 
By· AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

Beginning Oct. 1 the Houston Museum of Natural 
Science will once again show its dazzling display of 
Mother Nature in filmmaker Kieth Merrill's Grand Can
yon: The Hidden Secrets.at the Wortham IMAX Theatre. 
The film will be shown through March 31, 1994. 

Grand Canyon, originally shown at the IMAX in 
April 1990, unfolds the history of the canyon from some 
4,000 years ago when early nomads, known only as the 
Gatherers, dwelled within its walls to 2,000 years ago 
when the Anansazi Indians built brick houses in the hol
lows of the canyon to the present with modern thrill 
seekers braving the whitewaters. 

The film depicts the many people who were drawn 
to the canyon, whether by chance or purpose, through 
the use of actors. In an early scene .a 1540 Spanish ex
plorer named Don Garcia Lopez De Cardenas along with 
his men travel north in search of the lengendary cities of 
lost gold and stumble onto the Grand Canyon which 
sends a need to others to feel first-hand the majesty of 
the canyon. 

Later in the film an 1869 canyon explorer named 
Major John Wesley Powell, a one-armed Civil War vete
ran accompanied by his men, is determined to unlock the 
secrets of the Grand Canyon. At times the adventurers 
felt discouraged and wanted to turn back because of un
foreseen dangers. Much of this is narrated from Powell's 
notes. Nevertheless, Powell and the majority of his men 
succeeded in viewing the never-before explored sections 
of the canyon. 

The film leaves the audience with a sense of awe of 
this 277-mile long chasm which has six of the seven cli
matic belts recognized throughout the world from the 
Mexican desert at the canyon bottom to the Arctic
Alpine in the San Francisco peaks. The canyon also is 
home to approximately 70 species of mammals, 250 
species of birds, 25 types of reptiles and five species of 
amphibians. Grand Canyon depicts the diversity of its 
animal residents from a hairy tarantula climbing over a 
rock to an encounter between a caterpillar and a centi-· 
pede, with the centipede making a quick retreat, to an ea
gle soaring gracefully within the canyon's walls. 

Grand Canyon: The Hidden Secrets is a must-see for 
all ages. The film is both exciting and informative and 
provides viewers with a realistic portrayal of the gran
deurs of the canyon. 

Merrill's usage of an ultralight aircraft and river rafts 
enables viewers to truly experience the canyon. The ci
nematography, along with the theater's 60 by 80 foot 
screen, allows the viewer to feel the dizzying heights of 
the ultralight 'aircraft gliding just above the canyon's 
jagged rocks, and the jarring sensation of the canoe mak
ing its way through the white water's churning waves. 

Bill Conti uses his Academy Award-winning exper
tise to produce a wonderful musical score with the thea
ter's six-track sound system to heighten the audience's 
experience. 

Admission for Grand Canyon: The Hidden Secrets is 
$5 for adults and $3.50 for children under 12 years and 
Seniors who are over 62 years. Combination tickets are 
available for the two IMAX films -- including The 
Search for the Great Sharks which shows Jan. 6, 1994, 
and the Grand Can-yon: The Hidden Secrets - and admis
sion to the Museum Exhibits and Planetarium. Advance
ticket purchase is available. For more information or to 
make credit card reservations call (713) 639-IMAX. 

The Houston Museum of Natural Science is located 
in Hermann Park across from the Miller Outdoor Thea
tre. 



SAB meets Tuesdays to plan upcoming activities 
By KAMI~ OEHRLE 
Starr Reporter 

If you've ever wondered who decides where the activ-

ity fees go that all of us pay, maybe you should attend a 
Student Activities Board meeting. All students are invit
ed to participate. 

The primary function of the SAB, according to a 

Student Activities Board sponsor Mary Ann Urick, center, with Heidi Kulick, president, and Thaddeus Pratt, vice 
president, looking on, speaks to members at the first official meeting or the semester held Sept. 21. The SAB meets 
every Tuesday during College Hour in Room P-110 or the Physical Education Building. All students are invited to 
participate. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

membership handout, is to "develop leadership skills, 
learn to organize and present special events, decide how 
student fees are spent, meet more people and acquire ex
perience which is beneficial on a resume." 

With students fees SAB sponsors various activities, 
such as the Masquerade Party Oct. 29, which bring 
COM students and faculty together. SAB also provides 
activities for the whole community, such as free movies 
like Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs set for Nov. 19 
and 20. 

At the first official meeting, Sept. 21, the organiza
tion's purposes were discussed as well as scholarships 
available to active SAB members. In order to be eligible 
for a scholarship, an SAB member must spend a mini
mum of 30 hours planning events and/or working at 
events. Meetings count toward the accumulated time. 

A major emphasis of the SAB is on team work. 
Everyone works together in making decisions and help
ing with the activities. 

New SAB officers will be elected in November. 
Current officers will hold their positions until Decem
ber. Between November and December current officers 
will help the newly elected officers learn their duties. 

SAB officers for fall 1993 are Heidi Kulick, presi
dent;-Thaddeus Pratt, vice president; Clint Schumann, 
secretary; Jacob Villanueva, treasurer; Susan Roberts and 
Danya Tieken, speakers chairs; Ken Barber and Tonya 
Newell, sports chairs; Andrea Medellin, historian; Tonya 
Newell, parlimentarian; and Ken Barber, Student Adviso
ry Council representative . ., 

The SAB meets every Tuesday from 12:30 to 1:30 
p.m. in Room P-1 to, in the Physical Education Build
ing. For more information, contact Mary Ann Urick, 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 418. 

Arena Theatre season underway, auditions st-ill open 
:y :~MIE OEHRLE will be presented Oct. 28 through Nov. 21. The fourth offering of the season is The Grapes of 

ta eporter The first offering of the season was Marvin's Room, Wrath , John Steinbeck's epic novel about the Great Qe-

If you have ever wanted to try acting, now is your 
chance. The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre is 
presenting several great plays for the 1993-94 theater 
season. While the casts for some of the plays have al
ready been selected, others have not yet been chosen. 

The second play of the season, Summer and Smoke, 
has already been cast. This play unfolds the story about 
Miss Alma, a minister's daughter, and her love for John
ny Buchanan, a young doctor. The story changes when 
he takes over his faiher's business. Summer and Smoke 

which closed Oct. 3. pression. The play depicts the Joad family and their 
The third play, The Lion in Winter, is a comedy odyssey from their Oklahoma farm to California. They 

about King Henry of England, Eleanor of Aquataine, and believe that their fortune will change for the better upon 
their three sons, Richard, Geoffrey and John. The play reaching the "land of milk and honey." The Grapes of 
focuses on which son will become king after Henry's Wrath will be presented April 7 to May 1 and audition · 
death. The New York Times has called this play, which dates are Jan. 30 (1:30 p.m.) and Jan. 31 (7 p.m.) also in 
runs from Jan. 27 through Feb. 20, "A work of intelli- the Fine Arts Building, Room F-110. 
gence, astringent wit, and much theatrical skill" 

Audition dates for The Lion in Winter are Nov. 14 
(1:30 p.m.) and Nov. 15 (7 p.m.) in the Fine Arts Build
ing, Room F-110. 

A Neil Simon play, to be announced at a later date, 
will be presented June 2 through June 26. Audition dates 
are March 27 (1:30 p.m.) and March 28 (7 p.m.) again 
in F-110. ' 

Snow White appears at COM Nov. 19, 20 Peter Pan, the musical comedy version of J.M. Bar
rie's classic tale, will be presented on the University of 
Houston-Clear Lake stage July 21 through Aug. 7. You 
won't want to miss Peter and the Lost Boys' adventures 
in Never Never Land, and those of the Indians led by 
Princess Tiger Lily, as well as the Pirates led by Captain 
Hook. Peter Pan will be presented July 21 through 
Aug. 7, and audition dates are April 10 (1:30 p.m.) and 
April 11 (7 p.m.) in the.Fine Arts Building, Room F-
110. Because the musical will be presented at UHCL, 
auditions will also be held there on April 17 (1:30 p.m.) 
and April 18 (7 p.m.). Auditioners must prepare a song 
for a role in Peter Pan. 

By BRYAN W. HAUSER White has undergone color and voice enhancers. 
Starr Reporter Although Disney's Snow White closely follows the 

Walt Disney's all-time classic, Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs, will play at College of the Mainland Fri
day and Saturday, Nov. 19 and 20, in the Learning Re
source Center Auditorium, L-131 at 7 p.m. These free 
showings are open to the public and to all ages. 

According to the book Music of Disney, A Legacy 
in Song the movie, Disney's first animated full-length 
film that charmed and entertained all, was released before 
Christmas in 1936 and quickly became a box office suc
cess, not to mention one of the greatest movies of all 
time. 

Unlike most films, Snow White was built around 
music with such timeless classics as: "Whistle While 
You Work," "Someday My Prince Will Come" and 
"Heigh-Ho." Astounding as it may seem, the classic 
chart performance of the songs was more momentous 
than the film itself. 

Come Oscar time Snow White was nominated in 
the Best Score category but ultimately fell short. Snow 
White did, however, earn one Oscar and seven little Os
cars, which were presented to Walt Disney by Shirley 
Temple. 

From the original release to the present, Sn.ow 

folktale as narrated by the Brothers Grimm, it has vari
ous changes motivated by Disney's animation. 

For example, the Queen's transformation from a 
beauty to a hag is modified for increasing visual impact. 
In the Grimm tale the Queen merely disguises herself as 
a peasant. The other example is the Queen's fatal plunge 
over the cliff assisted by the Dwarfs. In the Grimm tale 
the Queen dances to her death in heated iron shoes. 

The tale may be told for many more years to come, 
but there is only one Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs. 

• .< 

If any of these plays are of interest to you, why not 
audition? Auditions are open to anyone and backstage 
opportunities are available, said Jack Westin, coordinator 
of the Arena Theatre. "For every one person on stage, 
there are four people backstage." You can also be trained 
to work backstage if you have no previous experience. 
Being in a play can give you hands-on experience in the 
theater, and you can learn firsthand what really "goes on 
backstage." 

All plays in the Arena Theatre are Thursdays, Fri
days, and Saturdays at 8 p.m. Sunday matinees are at 
2:30 p.m. For ticket reservations or information call 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 345. 

-
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Outdoor Club President Calvin Pratt with other members or the Diamond River Adventures group navigates in a 
rubber raft the white waters of the Lava Falls Rapids on the Colorado River. Pratt made the trip last summer. 

Club plans canoeing, backpacking trips 
By DAWN LAURSEN 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland's Outdoor Oub offers recre
ational activities, such as backpacking and canoeing trips 
for anyone 18 years and older. 

Two of the upcoming events are a canoe trip along 
the Guadalupe River Oct 22, and a baclcpacking expedi
tion to Big Bend National Park over the Thanksgiving 
holidays. 

Mary Ann Urick, coordinator of Recreational Pro
grams and sponsor of the club, said anyone from COM 
and the surrounding community is invited to participate 
in any of the functions. Membership in the club is not 
required. 

The activities are great for those who like the out
doors. "It's a chance to get to know others that have the 
same interest, and it provides great camaraderie," Urick 
said. "It's challenging and refreshing, mostly because of 
the fast-paced lives we lead today." 

For those risk seekers who like to fight the ele
ments, the white water canoe trip on the lower Guadalupe 

River near New Braunsfels may just be the adventure 
they are looking for. For this trip, however, "all partici
pants are required to have previous white water experi
ence," Urick explained. The Red Cross offers two class
es, one is the Fundamentals of Canoeing and the other is 
River Canoeing. 

COM provides canoes for those who do not have 
their own at $5 over the cost of the trip, which is $45 
per person. The $45 fee includes transportation and one 
meal, prepared by one of the Outdoor Oub members. 

The Thanksgiving backpacking trip along the Rio 
Grande in southwest Texas is set for Nov. 24 through 
Nov. 28. This trip is for those who prefer to keep their 
feet on dry land because no canoeing is involved. No 
previous experience is necessary, and footwear is at each 
individual's discretion as long as there is good ankle sup
port, Urick said. Sign up early because spaces fill up 
fast 

Fee for this trip is $92 per person and includes three 
evening meals. Departure time is 5 p.m. Wednesday, re
turn is Sunday at 2 p.m. 

For more information contact Urick at (409) 938-
1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 418. 

Outdoor Club offers trips in the wild 
By DAWN LAURSEN 
Assistant Editor 

Bored with the old routine? Go to school, study, go 
home and study all weekend, and then back to school for 
more of the same? 

College of the Mainland's Outdoor Club, established 
in 1978, provides a change from all that drudgery. Ca
noeing, backpacking, climbing and camping trips are 
just a few of the weekend activities the club sponsors. 

The Outdoor Club, which has approximately 150 
members, meets the first Wednesday of each month in 
Room P-112 of the Physical Education Building. Mem
bers exchange ideas, plan activities and go over slide 
presentations of the previous month's recreation. 

Membership is not, however, required. Anyone from 
COM and the community is invited to participate, said 
Mary Ann Urick, coordinator of Recreational Programs 
and sponsor of the club. 

• Member-ship will, however, get you a newsletter 

produced by Calvin Pratt, president of the club, and a T
shirt. The fee is $15 annually. 

The 70-year old Pratt has been an active member of 
the club for five years and president for the last two. He 
started hang gliding at 60 and does a lot of white water 
canoeing. This past summer he, his wife and daughter 
took a IO-day white water canoeing trip along the Grand 
Canyon. He finds all the activities exhilerating, and at
tributes his good health to his active life. 

Pratt said the only trip rules the club has are "no 
talking business, no sardines and no smoking in the 
vans." He added, "We are very laid back." 

Because the club has such a large membership, it is 
a good idea to sign up early for trips. The van that is 
taken on outings has space for only 25 people. However, 
Pratt said. "We do have some tag-a-longs, who follow in 
their own vehicles and participate with the group." 

For more information contact Urick at (409) 938-
1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 418. · 

Gulf dog track tips 
anything but secret 
By BRYAN W. HAUSER 
Starr Reporter 

College of the Mainland offered a class on Tips on 
How to Enjoy Gulf Greyhound Park Sept. 21. 

The class was taught by Billie Lambert, who is a 
costumer representative at the park and also was a librari
an assistant at COM from 1970 to 1977. 

Lambert's class was attended by eight eager adults, 
who impatiently bombarded her with questions before 
the class began. Lambert tried feverishly to accommodate' 
the students as she took control of the class. 

At first the students were waiting for the secret key 
to unlock their past misfortunes when they had attended 
the Gulf G~yhound Park, located west off Interstate 45, 
Exit 15. 

Lambert started the class with an overall view of the 
rules and regulations of the park, which she emphasized 
are important to anyone who attends the park. 

Lambert then dived into the official racing program, 
and the students enthusiasm grew as she explained the 
past performance charts of the greyhounds. She contin
ued with an in-depth analysis of each dog, explaining its 
past odds, the gender of the animal, its present weight 
and its post position in the past. She continued to em
phasize each dog's past winnings which are located on 
the far left of the program of each race. Everyone com
prehended the literature about the dogs instantaneously. 
Lambert periodically interrupted her lecture to ask if any
one had questions. No one seemed to be stymied by her 
presentation; so she continued. 

Further along, Lambert began to decode the intrica
cies of quiniela, exacta, trifecta and superfecta; by now 
everyone's focus was on her. 

With eagle-like eyes. everyone watched her intently 
as she started to explain the quiniela. She said there are 
two different ways you can win. For example, if you de
cide to bet on two dogs during the quiniela, all you need 
to win is to bet $2 that two dogs will cross the finish 
line either first or second. No matter in which order they 
cross the finish line, you will still win. She then, ex
plained the quiniela boxes, wheels and part wheels. The 
more in depth she went, the more eagerly the students 
took in her every word. 

Lambert then explained exacta. Basically, she 
stressed exacta is just what it sounds like. The dogs have 
to come in, in the exact order you bet them. Just like 
quiniela, exacta also has boxes, wheels and part wheels. 

Trifecta, she explained is basically like the exacta 
with the exception that you have to pick three dogs to 
finish in the order of how you picked them. 

Superfecta is like exacta and trifecta, with the only 
difference being that you have to pick four dogs to finish 
in the same order. 

With those explanations her students were satisfied 
and wanted no more. However uynbert insisted on con
tinuing and her students became confused. Despite their 
confusion, Lambert started her final topic--Pick-6. She 
stressed that Pick-6 is a $2 bet between Races 3 through 
8, and that your bet must be played by 'post-time of Race 
3. She continually emphasized that you must pick the 
winnini dogs of"Races 3 through 8. 

With more confusion plastered on her students' fac
es, question time arose again, but all the questions were 
the old ones, only worded differently. 

Neverthel~s. Lambert took control once more and 
tried to answer all the questions. 

At the conclusion of her lecture, several of the stu
dents headed to the track to try their luck once more with 
the little they had iearned, hoping their luck might 
change for the better. 
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COM tournaments 
open to community 
By DEREK WARREN 
Staff Reporter 

In the upcoming months several recreational tourna
ments are going to take place at College of the Main
land. These events include: table tennis, racquetball and 
3-on-3 volleyball. 

The table tennis tournament is slated for Oct. 12 at 
3:30 p.m in Room P-112 in the Physical Education 
Building. It's open to everyone; however, non-students 
have to pay a $4 entry fee. Sign-up is by Oct. 8. 

The racquetball tournament is scheduled for Dec. 3 
and 4. This tourney is divided up into Men's B, C and 
Novir~. divisions, and a Women's Division. Each partici
pant must pay a $13 fee which includes T-shirts to all 
participants and trophies to the first and second place 
winners. This tourney is co-sponsored by COM and the 
Lowry Physical Fitness Center in Texas City. Matches 
will take place at both locations. Sign up before Nov. 
29 in the Physical Education Building. 

Bay Area center promotes AIDS awareness 

The third tournament, a 3-on-3 volleyball tourney, 
will take pl~ce Dec. 7 at 6 p.m. This is going to be an 
open division tourney and each three-member team must 
include at least one female. The fee is $6 per person and 
the sign-up deadline is Dec. 2 in the Physical Education 
Building. 

Turkey Trot set Nov. 20 Continued from Page .1-----------
Through the opening of the AIDS Resource Center 

in Clear Lake, not only will AABA be able to offer ser
vices to those who are immediately affected by the virus, 
but the cellter ...also will pr:ovide informati1IDJlbouLiest: _ 
ing, support services and educational opportunities to the 
general public. 

One way AABA spreads its message to the general 
public is through its speakers bureau which gives area 
schools and businesses the opportunity to allow bureau 
members to give speeches on the AIDS virus to audienc
es. 

Ruben Martinez, AABA's president, said the pri
mary objective of the organization is education and pre
vention programs. AABA, however, also is involved in 
various support services. 

"One of the activities we have ongoing and which 
we are very proud of, is Living Well with HIV," Marti
nez explained. This support ·group for those infected with 
or affected by AIDS provides unconditional support, in
formation on HIV services, information on treatment and 
up-to-date information on' AIDS research, along with 
coping skills, survival tips and personal empowerment. 

AABA wants members of the community to under
stand that its services are not exclusively for gays and in
travenous drug users. Andy Webber, executive director of 
ABBA, explained, "We are not promoting a lifestyle, 

Tobacco ban to provide 
cleaner, healthier campus 
Continued from Page 1-----------

The ban stems from the fact that many tobacco us
ers were "not being considerate with their tobacco 
waste," President Stanley said. Smokers, who gathered 
to smoke outside buildings, have been leaving cigarette 
butts and ashes in those areas as well as on walkways 
and stairs. 

Cigarette smokers, however, are not • entirely to 
blame for the ban. Chewing tobacco users have also left 
their fair share of tobacco waste splattered on walls as 
well as leaving behind cups containing their waste. 

The ban is a "drastic move for those who smoke," 
President Stanley said, but may actually help tobacco us
ers cut back on their intake. The president jokingly ~ded 
that -maintenance may find themselves scraping a lot 
more gum off walls instead. 

just education of AIDS and HIV." 
The organization can be a beacon of hope for those 

affected by AIDS. Its name, AABA, is more than what it 
first appears. As Caren Smith, secretary for the organiza
tion explained: "We discovered that the letters AABA 
form a powerful message. AABA, research shows, is an 
Egyptian word meaning 'mother', and the Hebrew deriva
tive means 'father.' The Egyptian word 'AB' also appears 
in the initials of the organization which in the ancient 
Egyptian language means 'heart-soul.'" 

Appropriately, AABA fulfills its name. By opening 
the AIDS Resource Center, the organization is helping 
both men and women from various backgrounds cope 
with the effects of AIDS by providing support for today 
and hope for the future. 

COM will again hold its annual Texas Turkey 
Trot on Nov. 20. This is the 17th year this chilly 
event has been held ' 

7.._ ., , .., ... is divided into-four distances-and in
cludes a 1/4 mile run/walk for children under 10. 
The one-, three- and six- mile events will be held 
for those 10 and older. 

T-shirts will be awarded to all entrants who 
complete their event Turkeys and other prizes will 
be given away by drawing. Fees differ for each 
event and entries after the Nov. 12 deadline will 
not be guaranteed a T-shirt, so be sure to sign up 
early. 

lnterCOM staff members plan to work enthusiastically to produce this fall's newspapers. Pictured with some or the 
tools of their trade from top left: Casey Ham; Derek Warren; and Bryan Hauser. Bottom: Dawn Laursen, assistant 
editor; Kamie Oehrle; Amy Taft, managing editor; and Susan Littleton, photography editor. Not pictured: Lyndon 
Alms; and Kim Mitchell, adjunct to the staff. Though not on the staff, Carl Owens is providing JnterCOM with 
cartoons this semester. (Photo by ~d.H. Lo"'.ery) 
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COM Student Activities Board member Betty Day helps serve food to students Vince Garcia, left,Jay Garcia, center, 
and Dennis Rabon at the Student/ Employee Picnic held at Jack Brooks Park Sept. 26. A fairly large crowd gathered 
to eat, play games and have a good time under the mostly sunny skies until the end. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

By BRYAN W. HAUSER 
Staff Reporter 

OU co 

Mark Nizer who is known for his juggling will per
fonn two shows at College of the Mainland Oct 5. He 
will first present a 15 minute teaser at 12:30 p.m. and an 
evening show at 7:30 in the Learning Resource Center 
Auditorium, L-131. Both shows will be free to students. 
Non-students will pay a $1 aamission fee. 

Nizer, who is a Daniel C. Abrahamsen Productions 
perfonner, has opened for many great personalities, such 

• 

as George Burns, Bob Hope and Ray Charles. He also 
has appeared on the Arsenio Hall Show, MTV and Com
ic Strip Live. 

Nizer's perfonnance props include a bowling ball, a 
lighted propane gas tank and a running cordless electric 
knife. 

The juggler's perfonnance has been acclaimed as 
one of the most unique and refreshing acts anywhere, ac
cording to Performance Magazine. 

Nizer's COM appearance is sponsored by the Stu
dent Activities Board. 

• o rney o e n s C 
By SUSAN LITTLETON 
Staff Reporter 

"Come one, come all" and let College of the Main-

Billy Billy on ii e , an II' Loin of Beef of the 
Sturdy Beggars Mud Show seem delighted to be 
performing in their 13th season at the Texas Renaissance 

• Festival. The festival is on weekends thfo~gh Nov. 14. 

land take you on a trip to experience the 16th century at 
the 19th Annual Renaissance Festival in Magnolia Sat
urday, Nov. 13 (rain date, Nov. 14). Transportation 
leaves COM at 8 a.m and returns that evening at 7. The 
fee is $18 for adults, $12 for youths 5 through 12, and 
$6 for childen 5 and under who will occupy a seat 

Come see the exciting shows, bizarre characters and 
outrageous servers of various foods and beverages on the 
festival grounds. Feast on turkey legs washed down with 
ale or mead while you view beautiful arts and crafts. You 
can even watch a talented glass blower, broom maker or 
blacksmith fashion some of the magnificent art works 
on display. 

The festival also boasts a variety of shows. Some of 
the newer ones are the Ded Bob Show, a skeleton pup
peteer, the Flaming Idiots, a comedic juggling trio and a 
fairly new musical act Medumo, which means the 
sounds in Africa. 

If you've been to the festival before, you will find 
past favorites, such as the Sturdy Mud Eating Beggars, 
Carol Shannon's Belly Dancers and the jousting match
es. 

If you've never experienced the Renaissance F~tival 
and don't want to go alone, sign up in the gym lobby 
soon :iecause only 50 seats are available. 

E you miss or can't make the designated day, the 
regul ir dates for the festival are weekends through Sun
day, fov. 14. 

1or questions about the festival call at 1-800-4.58-
343! For questions about the COM trip call (409) 938-
121 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 418. 

The College of the Mainland Jazz Ensemble directed 
by music Professor Sparky Koerner will participate in 
the Eighth Galveston Island Jazz Festival Nov. 6. The 
Ensemble, with guest artist Bruce Fonnan, will perfonn 
at 2 p.m. on the 23rd and Market Street Stage. The festi
val will feature more than 20 performing ensembles. 

Of bebop jazz guitarist Fonnan Sparky said, "It is 
great to work with a guest artist of his stature. He is rec
ognized around the world as one of the masters of the 
guitar today." 

For more infonnation about the festival call (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 347 . 

Quick help limits danger 7 
Continued from Page 1---------

The student, who prefers to remain anony
mous, was in the college library at a study carrel 
when his body went into an epileptic convulsion 
known as tonic-clonic, one of many kinds of sei
zures and the most dangerous. 

"When most of the neurons in the brain fire at 
the same time this causes the body to convulse," 
cites the The Parke-Davis Manual on Epilepsy. 
"The body will either stiffen, called tonic, or if it 

. jerks clonic, or tonic-clonic if it stiffens then 
jerks." 

Tillie Henson, COM Library Circulation co
ordinator, called the Campus Security Office which 
dispatched Campus Police Officer Jeanette Swin
dell to the library. On her way Swindell notified 
Campus Police Officer Vernon Ewell to meet her 
there. 

When Swindell arrived at the library she saw 
tht stricken student on the floor with a young 
wm ,an beside him taking his_ pulse and keeping 
him 'abilized. The officer then radioed for 911. 

' 'he young woman was quite calm and knew 
what ~ •• e was doing," Swindell said. "She knew to 
continue to take vital signs, kept his head tilted so 
that he wouldn't block his air passageway (with 
his tongue) and kept him from further injuring 
himself." 

Librarian Ann Miller comforted the student 
while Swindell and the woman looked for the sei
zured student's wallet so Henson could notify the 
family. The student's mother, who answered the 
call, asked Henson to have her son taken to Main
land Center Hospital. 

While Henson was on the phone, officer 
Ewell arrived with director of the EMS Program, 
Nancy Eubanks. Ewell was then advised to direct 
the emergency vehicles to the library. 

Eubanks, a registered nurse and paramedic, 
heard of the emergency while on the phone with 
the secretary of the Texas City Fire Department. 

When Eubanks arrived, Miller and the uniden
tified woman made way for Eubanks to assist 
Swindell with the student who began to convulse a 
second time. But, Miller said, "with the coopera
tion and organization of the staff, (stricken) student 
and other personnel, the situation was kept under 
complete co~trol." 

At this point the unidentified woman disap
peared from the scene. According to all the inter
riewees fhe woman appeared to be competent and 
they assumed that she was a nursing student. 

It was fortunate for the stricken student that 
the woman was on the scene, and that all the oth
ers who participated were willing and able to render 
aid. 

Thanks to these heroes the student recovered 
with only a sore body. "I'd like to express my grat
itude to those individuals that helped me," he said. 



For Summer and Smoke review 
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Halloween, Sports Day, dance 
See pictures Pages 6&7 

OM President Larry L, Stanley welcomes students, fi.cuUy, friends, and the busb3Dd and son of Pat Darde 
as they gather for the dedication of a tree memorial in her honor Oct. 28, Darde, who died April 28, was Fine 
Arts and Humanities secretary for 21 years. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

Darde tree, scholarship provide memorial 
By AMY TAF~ 
Managing Editor 

Family, friends and College of the Mainland em
ployees dedicated a Texas red oak and announced a 
scholarship in memory of Pat Darde at an Oct. 28 cer
emony. 

The tree was paid for by COM faculty and staff 

Volleyball team spikes . 
to first-place victory 
By KAMIE OEHRLE 
Staff Reporter 

The Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports 
Day was hosted by College of the Mainland Oct. 21. 
COM took first place in volleyball. Other wins for 
COM included first and second place in table tennis; sec
ond place in 8-ball and in basketball; and third place in 
men's tennis. 

· Volleyball, table tennis, 8-ball, women's racquetball 
and mens' tennis were played at COM. However, men's 
tennis was postponed to Oct. 27 due to rain. 

The 3-on-3 basketball tournament and men's racquet
ball were played at the Lowry Center in Texas City. 
Women's tennis was to be played at the Lowry Center 
but was canceled with no make-up date due to rain. 

Softball was played at Friendswood Sports Park on 
Oct. 28, the rain date. 

GCIC brings together local colleges for an all-day 
competition in a variety of sporting events. Colleges 
competing this year included San Jacinto College North, 
San Jacinto College South, San Jacinto College Central, 

See COM Page 11 

.... and.is planted beside .~ Fine Arts Building, Paintipg . 
Professor James Templer, who was instrumental in 
getting the ttee, felt that such a memorial would be 
appropriate for Darde because she ''really was an envi
ronmentalist at heart." 

COM President Larry L Stanley showed those 
gathered for the ceremony a plaque bearing Darde's 

COM's volleyball team 
triumphantly takes first 
placeattheGCIC Sports 
Day hosted by COM Oct. 
21. Picutred bottom row 
from left Trey Johnson, 
Brian Alexander, Marc 
Sheppard, and Mano 
Nguyen. Second row 
Carolyn Swain, Millie 
Rodriguez, Roxie Sittig 
and Indy Davis. Twelve 
colleges participated in 
the sports event. 

(Photo by Maryann 
Urick) 

See Many Page 11 
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Meet new Financial Aid director 
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TIPA Award-winner 

Tobacco users ask 
for ban modification 
By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

In their Oct. 28 meeting College of the Mainland 
Board of Trustees discussed the tobacco ban which goes 
into effect the beginning of 1994. COM students, Perry 
Lausch and Stephanie Brown, attended the meeting to 
voice their opinions of the ban and to ask for a modifica
tion in the policy. 

Brown told the Board that she and a nll]Jlber of stu
dents would be willing to police certain areas of the cam
pus to assure that students properly dispose of tobacco 
waste. When asked by the Board if she would leave the 
college if the policy goes into effect, Brown answered 
that she was uncertain. 

See Tobacco Page 11 

Early Registratio·n 
from Nov. 29-Dec. 3 
By BRYAN W. HAUSER 
Staff Reporter 

It's that time once again. Time to ponder your Col
lege of the Mainland course guide and decide what classes 
you will indulge in this coming spring semester. 

The early registration for the spring semester is 
creeping up on you. Dates are Monday, Nov. 29 through 
Friday, Dec. 3. 

COM always offers a broad curriculum of studies 
such as automotive, industrial, law enforcement, natural 
science, general studies and journalism. Wait a minute, 
did I say journalism? Yes, COM offers an introductory 
course into the world of journalism, in which instructor 

See Journalism Page 11 
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Smoking ban discussed at open forum with Bass 
By DEREK WARREN 
Starr Reporter 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 
Development at College of the Mainland, discussed ide
as with students, faculty and administrators in an open 
forum on Oct. 14. 

The Dean Bass Forum was an opportunity for stu
dents to ask questions ranging from why each clock at 
the school has a different time to why there is no student 
government at COM. 

Id ~sponse to the questions about the student gov
ernment, Dr. Bass said that the administrators are devel
oping a student handbook. He also mentioned that COM 
has had a student government in the past. 

Questions also were raised about the upcoming tob
baco ban policy ~hich goes into effect Jan. I. 

Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of College· and Financial 
Services, answered the questions by stating that the ban's 
purpose is not to penalize the users, but to clean up the 
campus. He also stated that the penalty for faculty use of 
tobacco would be no different than that for students. 

When the question was raised as to why the decision 
was made so quickly, and why the students' input was 
not heard, Dr. Bass replied that the decision was made 
during a COM Board of Trustees meeting and that the 
vote was taken then and was not processed through stu-

Dr. Donald G. B~, dean oflnstruction and Student Development at COM, answers students' questions at an open 
forum held in Room A-127 Oct. 14. The forum drew a total of 22 students, faculty and staff, who asked questions 
ranging from the upcoming tobacco ban to why there is no student government at COM. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

dents or faculty. 
Questions also were brought up concerning full sho

larships for instrumentalists, and why air conditioning 
for some buildings is turned down so low. 

During the forum, which drew a total of 22 students 
and faculty, Dr .. Bass explained that anyone can attend 

board meetings and that the beginning of each meeting is 

open for discussion. 
The next Dean Bass Forum is scheduled for Nov. 

30. Students interested in the above topics are encour
aged to attend the next forum to find out the outcome of 
these topics or to voice their opinions. 

TQM gains momentum at COM -~'P:\gJW48Jt;: 
'Qiil~4? ~.f.Jit,e.~j~g···· By AMY TAFT 

Managing Editor 

Many students may not realize that College of the 
Mainland's campus management is undergoing an over
haul. 

Near the end of August COM faculty and staff began 
the process of switching from a traditional management 
system in which a chairman oversees each division to a 
new system commonly used in businesses called Total 
Quality Management or Continuous Quality Improve
ment. The new system, TQM, allows faculty and staff to 
work in teams which set goals for the college and make 
decisions together. 

Director of Planning and Public Relations, Jim Hig
gins, who serves on the President's team and has been a 
part of TQM from the begining, said that as of yet TQM 
has "a long way to go" because the TQM teams are still 
"working out the bugs," but the system is "going well 
for something that just started." Higgins said that many 
college employees are enthusiastic, but some are unsure 
mainly because they may be "uncomfortable with 
change." 
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The change is that employees now have the oppor
tunity to express their own ideas or thoughts, within 
their teams, on how to make COM a better place for 
everyone including students and the community. Former
ly each division chairman would have the final decision 
of what ideas were presented to the president. 

Higgins said that TQM "empowers people" and al
lows them to input their own ideas which helps them to 
perform better. Higgins added that TQM also serves as a 
reminder to employees of their focus -- to serve the stu
dents and the community. 

COM currently has about 50 teams which vary from 
the Math Team to the Student Activities Team to the 
Police·Team. The teams represent every aspect of COM 
including credit instruction, administration, student ser
vices and continuing education. 

Higgins said that by January every COM employee 
will serve on at least one team. 

Among the first teams to form were the Custodial 
and Police teams and the Humanities Group which in
cludes English, journalism and speech instructors and 
professors. 

Each team chooses a team leader who serves as a 
contact person or liaison to President Larry L. Stanley. 
Teams come up with their own visions, goals and mis
sions which are tied to the college. Many of their goals 
focus on "bringing quality education to the classroom," 
Higgins said. 

Surface changes, however, are not apparent to most 
students, Higgins stated. The changeover to TQM is a 
"long process over years," he added, and surface changes 
may not be apparent until the 1994-1995 school year. 

Higgins urges students to submit their own ideas to 
President Stanley on how COM employees can "make a 
good thing better. II 

After all, the tollege is trying to make the COM 
campus more student-orientated with possible plans to 
place all student services in one building making admis
sions, testing and counseling services more accessible to 
both new and old students. 

Higgins is quite enthusiastic about TQM and feels 
that the "success of teams may boost spirit" but TQM 
always has "room for improvement" 

InterCOM welcomes all 
your letters to the Editor 



Thanksgiving lost 
in Christmas rush 

The marketing push for Christmas comes ear
lier each year. This aggressive strategy of retail has 
all but overshadowed the concept of Thanksgiving 
as a holiday. Department stores such as Dillard's, 
Macy's, Sears and other retail outlets have always 
overlooked Thanksgiving in order to push Christ
mas sales on the consumer. 

Historically, Thanksgiving has been known as 
a formal public expression of giving thanks to 
God. I think that most of us were taught in ele
mentary school that Thanksgiving Day was when 
the Pilgrims and Indians came together to celebrate 
a plentiful harvest. 

For the first three years after landing at Ply
mouth Rock, Mass., with virtually no supplies 
left, the Pilgrims (colonists) were not able to nur
ture crops with any substantial yield During April 
of the fourth year, when the colonists began their 
spring planting, Squanta an English-speaking Na
tive American, warned them that unless they ferti
lized the soil with fish, the yield of the crops 
would continue to decline. They followed his ad
vice and had a bountiful harvest 

During those first years of the colonization, 
the Pilgrims endured many trials but no matter 
how tough a situation was, they always shared and 
were grateful for what they had no matter how lim
ited. We remember one of these sharings as the 
first Thanksgiving. 

In today's society, people seem to have forgot
ten how to share and how to be thankful for what 
they have. Why can't today's society be as grateful 
as the Pilgrims were? 

Department store owners· are the biggest prof
iteers when it comes to pushing Christmas sales. 
They hope that by starting Christmas sales in Oc
tober they will increase their net income and outdo 
other stores. In their quest to make money, they 
manipulate their employees by dangling promo
tions and bonuses in front of them so that they. 
will push merchandise onto the consumer. 

With excessive advertising, children are sus
ceptible to the "gotta have it" syndrome becau~ 
they believe that the bigger or more expensive the 
gift, the better it is and the more they are loved. 
Many adults also are affected by this and believe 
it. 

But isn't this the opposite of what Thanksgiv
ing is all about -- to be thankful for what we ~ve? 

InterCOM, November 1993, Page 3 

Blood Center phlebotomist Jennifer Reid checks COM student Steven Lopez' temperature prior to his donating 
blood Oct. 26. The blood drive, held Oct. 26 and 27, set a new record of 188 pints of blood collected. 

188 donors set new blood drive record 
By DEREK WARREN 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities 
Board sponsored the fall semester blood drive Oct 26 and 
27. 

This semester's blood drive, held in the Sun Room 
of the Student Center, set a record of 188 students, fa
culty and staff donating blood, breaking the fall '92 
record of 170 pints. Some gave so that they would be 
able help save a life. A few gave just to get the free T
shirt. 

"The motto on the shirts, 'World Class Hero,' is ap
propriate," said Betty Day, blood drive chairman and 

SAB member, "because these people really are heroes." 
Their blood may help save someone's life. 

COM student Stephen Lopez said it didn't hurt to 
donate blood. The needle going in "was more like a ·light 
pinch," he said adding, "It was, however, surprising to 
see such a big needle go into my arm." 

The past few blood drives have proven to be quite 
successful. The fall '91 drive drew 162 donors, the spring 
'92 drive drew 139 and the spring '93 drive drew 136. 
These are up from 95 donors in spring '91. 

The next blood drive will most likely be held in 
February, said Maryann Urick, coordinator of COM Rec
reational Programs and SAB sponsor. 

----~ 

Student responds negatively to Board's tobacco ban policy 
Dear Editor: 

This is in response to Amy Taft's letter on the to
bacco ban. The tobacco ban, as Amy Taft of the Inter
COM wrote, is the result of careless users ... Ms. Taft, 
as a journalist, you must get the facts straight before 
you report! 

At the Board of Trustee's meeting, the subject of 
"smoking" was introduced with the intention of altering 
the original policy. The Board's intentions were to re-

place "tobacco" with the words "use of tobacco." After a 
very brief discussion, with the Board voted and changed 
the policy completely. They decided unanimoulsy to 
make the College of the Mainland's campus "tobacco 
free." (As the Managing Editor, I am assuming you 

knew these facts, co"ect!) 

As a "smoker" or "tobacco user," I will abide by 
the Board's decision, anticipating a future revision of the 
"New Policy." I agree the cloud of smoke when exiting a 
building is bothersome to those who are non-tobacco us
ers and those with allergies. However, the "Ban" is un
justified!! The possibility of being exp!lled from our 
college may be the result of an infraction of this policy. 
No fines have ever been discussed. This was just another 
rumor. (Amy, I am sure you knew this also.) 

A Student Forum should be formed so all students 
may voice their grievances with the Board of Trustees at 
the next meeting. This subject should be heard by all 
concerned. I also expect that adults will act as adults and 

that they will be sincere and factual when they bring 
their grievances to the Board. 

My only request to the Board of Trustees is: to alter 
the "New Policy" and provide "tobacco users" with a sin
gle location for us to occupy and let us enjoy our rights 
as Americans! 

Stephanie Brown 
COM Student 

Editor's Note: At the Oct. 28 COM Board of Trustees 
meeting, held after this letter was written and received by 
lnterCOM, students Brown and Perry Lausch came be
fore the Board to protest the smoking ban. The Board 
heard the students before other items on the agenda. After 
much discussion, the Board voted three to three to keep 
the ban. It still is scheduled to go into effect Jan. 1. 
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Media specialist collects classic films 
By SUSAN LITTLETON 
Staff Reporter 

Phil Johnson, College of the Mainland media spe
cialist in photo and video, works diligently in a dark
room ajoining his office. There he prints and develops 
film for fellow staff members. The Media Service team, 
which includes Johnson, concentrates on preventing 
maintenance malfunction of teaching tools for instruc
tors. 

Johnson, a reliable and pleasant individual, was boTIJ 
in 1949 in Galf~ston, and grew up in Texas City after 
moving there in 1951. 

As a child and while he was growing up, he was fas
cinated by the movies. By the time he was 10, he had 
become known as a movie collector. Over the years as 
his knowledge of films grew, he not only collected 
them, but began restoring old classic films as well. 

Johnson's home, which he designed and built, has a 
movie screen, old movie projectors, and walls and 
shelves decorated with movie memorabilia. 

He has a historical collection of films dating from 
1895~ including a hand painted George Meiles film. This 

· means that in order to colorize film of the late 1800s, 
"each frame of the film was hand painted with maybe 
three colors," Johnson said. 

Johnson also has 1950s industrial promotion films 
in his collection. 

A movie classic Johnson is proudest of is his "1918 
Laurel and Hardy film which has been lost up until to-

day." Johnson said he found this film in a 1920s-30s 

home movies collection which he bought through an an
tique dealer. Johnson really enjoys the old movie classics 
because he said they allow a person to use his imagina
tion without showing nudity and foul language. 

"Past home movies are the best historical docu
ments," Johnson said. They allow individuals to see how 
people really lived during earlier times. Through collec
tors and antique dealers, Johnson is able to purchase his 
classic films and home movies for his historical archive. 

Johnson has been interviewed over the past several 
years about his hobby as a film collector. Both The 
Galveston Daily News, and the Houston Chronicle print
ed stories ·about him, and John Davenport of the Public 
Broadcasting System interviewed him and for a segment 
on his show. 

Before Johnson was hired by COM 20 years ago, he 
worked for a camera store. On occasion, however, the 
college asked him to run the movie marathons that were 
held from 1970 to 1974. The marathons would run mo
vies up to six hours at a time. When VCRs and video 
tapes became popular, the marathons lost their audience 
and were discontinued. 

"Shortly after," Johnson explained, "I was hired to 
run the teaching auditorium, L-131." A year later, in 
1974 COM's media photographer left and Johnson was 
hired in his place. 

Twenty years and a promotion to media specialist 
later, Johnson has become one of the leading backbones 
of CO M's Media Services. 

Professor recalls JFK tragedy, Nov. 22 

Roger Stallings 

By KAMIE 
OEHRLE 
Staff Reporter 

Nov. 22 will mark 
the 30th anniversary of 
President John F. Kenne
dy's assassination. On 
that day in 1963, Presi
dent Kennedy, who had 

come to Texas to win over the state he needed for re
election in 1964, was shot as his motorcade made its 
way past the Texas School Book Depository in Dal
las. He was declared dead 40 minutes later at Parkland 
Hospital. 

The controversy still remains today as to wheth
er accused killer Lee Harvey Oswald was the sole gun
man, or whether he was involved in a conspiracy. 
Oliver Stone's recent film, JFK, has helped revive the 
controversy. 

College of the Mainland speech Professor Roger 
Stallings was in ~y Plaza that tragic day in 1963. 
His fifth grade teacher, Mrs. Longabauch, had taken 
his class to see the president. Stallings, who grew up 
in Dallas, recalls that his class was supposed to go 
to Love Field to see the president and first lady as 
they got off the plane. Plans changed, however, and 
the students went to the actual parade to see the presi
dent, who was riding in the back of an open limou
sine. 

Stallings remembers standing across the street 
and to the right of the book depository building. He 
remembers hearing several shots, but said some were 
probably echoes. 

"At first I thought it was firecrackers going off," 
he said. "I started to run in the direction of the presi
dent's car. I saw Jackie Kennedy trying to climb out 
of the back of the car, and the Secret Servicemen 
pushed her back down." 

Stallings remembers a man pushing him to the 
ground as he began to run in the direction of the pres-

ident's car. This left a scratch on his arm. 
Stallings said the first reaction when people real

ized what had actually happened was "a few screams, 
but then they went away." He continued: "The people 
on the ground got up and just stood there. There was 
a moment of disbelief." 

Stallings' teacher got the students back to their 
school bus at about 1:10 p.m., and they heard on the 
bus radio that the president had been declared dead. 
The shooting occured at 12:30 p.m. Stallings remem
bers that everyone on the bus was silent at first, and 
then Mrs. Longabauch was first to break down. After 
that everyone else began to cry and to console each 
other. They also began to recall what they had seen. 

When the students returned to their school, the 
parents of almost all the students were there, waiting 
for them. "It was like a reunion, like they hadn't seen 
each other in 20 years. I remember everyone holding 
on to their children and not letting go." 

After Kennedy's death, Stallings learned that he 
had been closer to one of the people involved in the 
controversy than he had realized. Jack Ruby, the man 
who killed Oswald, had been a frequent customer in 
Stallings' grandmother's cake shop in Dallas. Stall
ings had delivered cakes to Ruby's night club about 
one block away from his grandmother's shop. He re
members Ruby as "a fat little whiney man, who al
ways wore a hat." 

The death of the president was devastating to eve
ryone, but especially to the people of Dallas. Stall: 
ings said it was as if "Dallas died that day, also." He 
added: "We were embarrassed and ashamed. We felt it 
was somehow our fault because we invited him th"ere. 
Overnight Dallas was known only as John F. Kenne
dy's murder site. I remember every church bell in Dal
las ringing for three days. 

"I still get emotional today," Stallings said with 
tears in his eyes. "It's still a slow-motion event in 
my mind. I had nightmares for years, and every once 
in a while, I still have a dream about that day in Dal
las. My life was changed forever that day." 

COM media specialist Phil Johnson demonstrates in 
his workroom the equipment he uses to record and edit 
tapes used as teaching tools by COM instructors. 

(Photo by Susan Littleton) 

COM gallery exhibits 
Other People's Dreams 
By SUSAN LITTLETON 
Staff Reporter 

Other People's Dreams is the concept of artist Alma 
Haertlein's exhibit which opened Nov. 3 with a reception 
in the College of the Mainland Fine Arts Gallery and 
will be on display until Dec. 8. 

Fine Arts Gallery Director Mona Marshall intro
deced Haertlein at the reception and gave the artist an op
portunity to explain her paintings. 

When Marshall introduced Haertlein, she mistakenly 
said the painter has both a bachelor's and master's degree 
in fine arts. However, Haertlein politely explained that 
she has "a master's in agriculture not in fine arts," to the 
amused laughter of the audience. 

The painter is a graduate of the University of Ne
braska in Lincoln, Neb., and the Sam Houston State 
University in Huntsville. . 

Haertlein's work as a painter has become known 
among art galleries. Her melodramatic work has been 
displayed at galleries, such as the San Angelo Museum 
of Fine Arts and the Robertson Gallery in Houston. 

Haertlein derives her painting ideas in various ways. 
In some of her paintings she recreates on canvas her own 
as well as other people's dreams. The dreams Haertlein 
tries to reproduce are derived from day dreams, visions 
and dreams occurring during sleep. 

Her more recent paintings are derived from conver
sations with friends, reading a novel, or even from her 
own experiences with life. 

On viewing Haertlein's work, one may think it a 
little odd, but each group of paintings has some sort of 
meaning. Her paintings are a jumble of figures and sym
bols. Among those that she uses are a woman's torso 
playing a harp, a dove and various fertility symbols. 
Some paintings contain only one symbol, others contain 
several. 

The paintings may be viewed in the gallery Monday 
through Friday 8 a.m to 5 p.m. Gallery key may be ob
tained in the Fine Arts Office. 



Dr. Johnny Buchanan Jr. (James Coate) and the young love interest Nellie Ewell (Andree Langlois) share an 
affectionate moment in Tennessee Williams' Summer and Smoke. Directed by Reggie Schwander, the play runs 
through Nov. 21 in the COM Arena Theatre. · (Photo by theater department) 

Summer & Smoke sizzling success 
By KAMIE OEHRLE 
Staff Reporter 

Tennessee Williams' Summer and Smoke is current
ly playing at the College of the Mainland Arena Theatre. 
The play closes Nov. 21. 

Directed by Reggie Schwander, Summer and Smoke 
is the story of Alma Winemiller (Amanda Henkel), a 

minister's daughter, and her undeniable love for Dr. 
Johnny Buchanan Jr. (James Coate). 

The play unfolds in Glorious Hills, Miss., in the 
summer of 1916. Johnny has just returned to Glorious 
Hills, where he and Alma grew up, and knew each other 
as children. He has returned to work in his father's medi
cal practice. He finds Alma in a deteriorating state; al
ways worried and nervous about everything once she 
leaves her house and afraid of the "company of a man." 
Alma has been paying constant visits to Dr. Buchanan 
Sr. (Cliff Mabry), sometimes at 2 am., to discuss her 
fears of her frequent ailments and of the opposite sex. 

The highlights of this play are its two main actors, 
Henkel and Coate. Henkel does an excellent job of por
traying the neryousness and anxieties of her character. 

Coate is just as impressive playing Johnny Buchanan Jr. 
Despite the fact that his character doesn't always 

treat Alma well, I enjoyed his performance. 
Though Cliff Mabry as Dr. Buchanan Sr. is on 

stage only a short time, he gives an excellent perfor
mance. The humorous way in which he handles Alma's 
visits to his office has everyone laughing. I wish this 
character would have had a bigger part. 

Although I haven't seen many plays to compare 
with Summer and Smoke, I have to say I was impressed 
by how professionally acted this play was. Being a new 
student at COM, I didn't know about the Arena Theatre 
until this year. This is the first COM production I have 
had a chance to see. 

The only thing that disappointed me about the play 
was the ending. But I guess· this just proves that every
thing doesn't always tum out perfectly. I won't give 
away what happened, you'll have to find that out for 
yourself, but I recommend this play to everyone. 

Summer and Smoke may be seen Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday nights at 8. Sunday matinee is at 2:30 p.m. 
For ticket information, call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext 345. 

Daylight savings more than extra sleep 
By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

Marking the end of the long days of summer, day
light savings time ended Halloween, Oct. 31. The long 
winter nights are quickly taking their place in our lives 
with our return to standard time. 

Probably few of us stop to think how daylight sav
ings time came to be. Most of us care only whether this 
clock change allows for an extra hour of sleep or an hour 
less. 

According to an article in InterCOM last fall, day
light savings time was first suggested in 1784 by Ben 
Franklin. He hoped to save on candles and provide a 
longer evening of light. 

It wasn't until 1908 that a daylight savings plan saw 
the light of day again. William Willett of Chelsea, Eng
land, µJesented a plan for daylight savings to the British 
Parliament which was rejected. 

Involvement in World War I sparked interest in day 
light savings in the United States. In 1918 Congress 
passed a bill for citizens to advance their clocks one hour 
beginning Easter Sunday and ending the last Sunday of 
October. Congress hoped the extra hour of daylight 
would save coal used in the production of electricity. 

Strong opposition from American farmers caused the re
peal of the bill in August 1919. 

Not until the United States was faced with World 
War II did daylight savings time regain support, Inter
COM cites. Congress enacted a law providing for year
round daylight savings which lasted from February 1942 
to October 1945. 

After World War II American support of daylight 
savings remained high. By 1960, 36 states adopted some 
form of a daylight savings plan. However, portions of 
some of these states did not adopt the plan. This led to 
time confusion. 

To end the confusion, Congress passed an act in 
1967 suggesting that all states go to daylight savings 
time on the last Sunday in April and return to standard 
time on the last Sunday in October. The act allowed any 
state to pass laws to bypass daylight savings time which 
a few did. 

Final changes in the plan occurred in 1987. Con
gress extended daylight savings time to begin the first 
Sunday in April and to end the last Sunday in October. 

So hopefully this Oct. 31 we had to put up with 
trick-or-treaters one less hour because the little ones had 
to get home before dark, and hopefully we got one hour 
extra sleep because we remembered to set our clocks 
back. 
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Alcohol abuse 
statistics startling 
By DAWN LAURSEN 
Assistant Editor 

The average American consumes 2.65 gallons of 
(ethyl) alcohol each year, according to Do It Now Publi
cations, which is one of a series of publications on sub
stance abuse and health. This amount of alcohol is equal 
to 50 gallons of beer, 20 gallons of wine and four gal
lons of hard liquor a year. 

Eighteen million Americans are problem drinkers 
according to statistics compiled in 1987 by the U.S. De
partment of Health and Human Services. According to 
the United States census in 1980, the population of the 
United States was approximately 226,542,203 people. 

In recent years more and more emphasis has been fo- · 
cused on drug and alcohol abuse. One way to draw atten
tion to the problem drinker is the National Collegiate 
Alcohol Awareness Week which has been observed a 
number of years. 

This year Oct 17 through Oct 23 was designated as 
National Collegiate Alcohol Awareness Week. Its sole 
purpose is to better inform the public of the problems 
faced by many people who drink on a regular basis. 

College of the Mainland has observed Alcohol 
Awareness Week in past years; however, because COM 
has had a number of sports events and other activities on 
the agenda during October the project took a back seat, 
but not purposely, said Vanneise Collins, assistant to 
the president of COM. 

The problem about disseminating information at 
COM, Collins stated is that she doesn't know if students 
on campus want to have seminars, or workshops. 

In the past Collins has put out alcohol-free drink 
samples and other material, "but I'm just real curious to 
know how to access the students here," she said. "How . 
do I package the message that there is help here on cam
pus, and how would you (the student) like to see that 
material made available?" 

For those who have a real interest in the tell-tale 
signs of an alcoholic in the making, DIN Publications 
explains the signs in the pamphlet Alcohol breaks down 
in the body at a rate of 1/3 ounce an hour. Drinking cof
fee and taking cold showers will not sober up a person 
any faster than the rate at which alcohol leaves the body. 

The heavy drinker begins as a social drinker. A so
cial drinker is a person who has an occasional drink 
when socializing; however, this can lead to heavier 
drinking when that person starts socializing exclusively 
with drinking buddies. The heavy drinker will experience 
blackouts and loss of physical control; he may even at
tempt to abstain from drinking when his drinking begins 
to bother him. 

When a person finds excuses for his drinking, guilty 
feelings lead him to hide his drinking. He becomes an
gered at little things, and this can lead to physical abuse. 
He will experience hangovers that he tries to cure with 
"one more drink to clear my head." In many cases heavy 
drinking results in loss of job and poor health. 

The final stages of alcoholism include among other 
signs binge drinking. Binges occur when a person engag
es in long periods of drinking in the bar or at home. 
During a binge the drinker doesn't keep track of time, 
and the drinking usually continues for several days. 

The alcoholic may be able to abstain for a period of 
months before his next binge; however, unless he seeks 
professional help to deal with the problem of alcohol 
abuse, binges can lead to a drunken future, or even death. 

Collins is considering a grant that would provide a 
drug and alcohol abuse counselor here on campus. She 
has put together and is circulating around campus, a sur
vey asking such questions as: 1. How often do you use 
drugs and alcohol? 2. How easily are they obtained here 

• on campus? and 3. What kind of help do you think is 
needed, if any at all? Collins hopes students will answer 
the survey, but emphasizes that they do not need to sign 
it. The purpose of the survey is to get feedback on what 
students would like to see here at COM in regard to alco
hol and drug abuse. 
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COM at play ... 
• • • Sports Day, Halloween, Masquerade Dance, Multicultural Fest 

COM's first place volleyball team shows winning form on GCIC Sports Day Oct. 21. COM team member Roxie 
Sittig (on right back to camera) watches COM's Brian Alexander spike the ball to a Houston Community 
College student who tries to block it. COM's Vincent Garcia watches in foreground. 

-~ COM's GCIC 
Sports Day table 

tennis winners 
from left: first 

place, Son Nguyen 
and second place, 

Thach Nguyen. 
Third place, Rene 

Barrera of 
Brazosport 

College. 

Sheryl Wekh and Walter Kessler, COM media personnel, are all set for 
Halloween with candy for COM's Halloween kiddies Oct. 28. 

Part!cipatin~ in ~e SAB's Win, Lose or Draw game Nov. 4, standing from left: Jerry Valdez; 
Sergio Gracm, Tonya Newell, timer for game; Rodney Kimble, drawing on easel; and game judge 
Ken Barber (partially obscured by easel). 

Five members of COM's GCIC Sports Day softball team take a break between games to enjoy some cllQlaraderie. Pictured in front 
from left: Sergio Renouato, student coach Jay Garcia and Brad Hayes. In back: Greg Callahan and Tony Fuentez. Seven colleges 
participated in the tournament held on the rain date Oct. 28. 

The winners in the 
GCIC Sports Day 
men's tennis tourna
ment are from left: 
rll"st place, Louis Nouis 
Nanou, San Jacinto 
CoHege South; second 
place Troy Huff, 
Kingwood College; and 
third place, Keith 
Palmer, COM. The 
men's tennis tourney 
took place Oct. 27, the 
rain date. 

The foods ofvarious nationalities d_rew a number of guests to the Multicutural Fest Luncheon Oct. 
28 in the Student. COM Police Officer Jeanette Swindell in foreground represents Africa. 

GCIC Sports Day 8-ball 
winners pose with COM 
counselor Leroy August, who 
monitored the games. From 
left: first place, Robert 
Martinez, Brazosport College; 
second place, Chuck Norgan, 
COM; and third place, 
Marcos Rodriguez, San 
Jacinto College Central. 

GCIC Sports Day 
second place COM 
basketball winners 
from left: Jason 
Wilkening, Troy 
West and Jay Wise. 
Not pictured Dion 
Newton. 

CO M's Masquerade Dance at tlte Hotel Galvez Oct. 
29 drew all sorts of costumed guests. Doug Hiser, 
dressed as a 16th century barbarian, is flanked on 
bis left by African princess Ora Lee Laday and on his 
right by vampire Debra Hodge. Hiser won COM's 
costume contest by audience applause. 

COM's Halloween kiddies trick or treat in the LRC 
Humanities Suite B Oct. 28. On left and middle are 
twins Katherine and Alexandra Thomas, and Kolton 
Wilson from the Red Room of the COM Child 
Development Lab. Their teacher is Marcela Clark. 

Photos by 
Phil Johnson 
Susan Littleton 
Astrid H. Lowery 
M~ryann Urick 
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COM's softball team competed with zest and enthusiasm in the GCIC Sports Day softball tournament held on the 
rain date Oct. 28. Pictured in front row from left: Vincent Garcia, Tony Fuentez and student coach Jay Garcia. 
Second row: Brad Hayes, Brian Gass, student coach player Nathan Abrashoff and Sergio Renouato. Third row: 
Roy Luksch, Amanda Best, Greg Callahan, Tonya Newell,Jose Larrelde, Shannon McGee,Kerry Higgins and John 
Myers. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Special Olympics gala 
held in Astro Arena 
By BRYAN W. HAUSER 
Staff Reporter 

The Houston Chronicle and HEB Pantry Foods 
sponsored-a Special Olympics Sports Celebrity Carnival 
in the Houston Astro Arena Oct. 5. 

That evening the Astro Arena was filled to capacity 
with young and old hoping to catch a glimpse of their 
favorite athlete as well as having the opportunity to re
ceive an autograph. 

Athletes such as Warren Moon, Nolan Ryan and 
Ray Childress donated their time to the Special Olym
pics cause and seemed to enjoy the attention as the chil~ . 
dren squirmed to the front to get autographs. Admission 
was $5 plus 25 cents for each ~utograph collected. 

"There were a lot in attendance incluqing sports per
sonalities and their fans, which also included KTRK 
Channel 13 Sports Editor Bob Boudreaux," said COM 
Police Office Vernon Ewell~ who was one of the many 
officers present that evening. Another COM Police Offi-

cer who attended that evening was Jose Villarreal. 
Ewell said another Special Olympics event is the 

Law Enforcement Torch Run held every May. It is spon
sored by law enforcement officers throug~out Texas. 

The funds from the Sports Celebrity Carnival went 
to the Texas Special Olympics . 

. COM hosts GCIC softball a·t Friendswood Oct. 28 
By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

The sky was clear and blue as area junior college 
students participated in the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate 
Conference coed softball tournament hosted by College 
of the Mainland Oct 28 at the Friendswood Sports Park 
from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. The tournament was postponed 
from Sports Day on Oct 21 because of rain. 

Colleges which participated in the tournament in
cluded College of the Mainland; Tomball College, North 
Harris College and Kingwood College, which are subsid
iaries of the North Harris Montgomery Community Col
lege System; San Jacinto College Central; Lee College 
in Baytown; and Brazosport College. 

Instead of having eliminations, winners of the tour
nament were determined by their record of wins, losses 
or ties. Each team had the opportunity to play all the 
others to give every team an equal number of games, 
said Maryann Urick, coordinator of COM Recreational 

Programs. 

However, North Harris swept through the tourna
ment undefeated grasping first place. Brazosport took 
second while San Jacinto placed third. 

The softball tournament had certain guidelines to en
sure fairness and promote good sportsmanship among 
teams. Each team consisted of at least nine players in
cluding at least three female team members, Urick ex
plained. Teams were required to follow a batting order of 
either one female followed by two males or two females 
followed by one male. 

A team member pitched the ball to his own team 
giving each player only three pitches which allows for 
an active game free of walks or trick strikes, Urick said 
indicating the unique nature of these games. Because 
males generally have more upper body strength and are 
able to hit the ball farther, females were pitched a lighter 
11-inch ball while males were pitched a 12-inch ball. 

Introduced into this year's tournament, according to 
Urick, was a new guideline allowing teams to participate 

even if the team was short a player. If a team was short a 
player, the team automatically received an out when at 
bat. 

COM tournament participants seemed to enjoy the 
beautiful weather, the company of one another and the 
tournament regardless of game results. 

The COM softball team, which dubbed themselves 
the Mighty Ducks, won one game, tied one game and 
lost four. Despite their record, the COM team's spirits 
remained high as they joked with one another, laughed at 
their own mistakes and sang show tones. 

"Team camaraderie was outstanding, Urick said, 
"They really kept the spirit even though they didn't do as 
well as they hoped." 

COM softball team members included: student 
coach player Jay Garcia, Nathan Abrashoff, Amanda 
Best, Greg Callahan, Tony Fuentez, Vincent Garcia, 
Brian Gass, Brad Hayes, Kerry Higgins, Jose Larrelde, 
Roy Luksch, Shannon McGee, John Myers, Tonya Ne
well and Sergio Renouato. 

Area college students battle in GCIC 8-ball tourney 
By SUSAN LITTLETON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland hosted the Gulf Coast In
tercollegiate Conference Sports Day games Oct. 21. 

Twelve colleges participated in the games .which are 
hosted on a semester basis by various GCIC members. 

One of the more popular games was 8-ball played in 
the COM Student Center. 

Seven players from seven schools participated: 
Chuck Norgan, COM; Terry Buckless, Lee College in 
Baytown; Robert "Bobby" Martinez, BrazosPQrt College; 
John Raush of Kingwood College, a subsidiary of North 

Harris Montgomery Community College System, and 
Garland Hill, NHMCCS; Ramesh Pillia, San Jacinto, 
north campus; and Marcos Rodriguez, San Jancinto Col
lege Central. 

The seven played seven rounds in the preliminary 
games; then the best four players, after an accumulation 

~ .. . - ... 

of the most wins, advanced to the championship round. 
The four who made it to the championship round 

were Rodriguez and Norgan on pool table one; and Mar
tinez and Pillia on pool table two. The two players who 
won the best two out of three games advanced to the 
championship round to play each other. 

In the championship round, Norgan and Martinez 
battled for the GCIC Sports Day 8-Ball first place title. 

The competition between the two students was 
fierce, yet with a style of gentlemanly sportsmanship. 
Martinez began the final round with a break -- the scat
tering of balls, and pocketed one of the striped balls lead
ing to his victory over Norgan. Norgan never had the 
chance to make a shot because Martinez ran the table, 
pocketing all his object balls in a consecutive sweep al
lowing him to pocket the 8-ball and win first place. 

When Norgan was asked how he felt, he said he 
blamed the loss on his poor racking of the balls. "I never 
got the chance to shoot." But despite his loss, Norgan 

- . - . 

was pleased with winning second place. 
In the 8-ball championship competition, Rodriguez 

won third place. 
One of the more exciting games ot the tournamem 

was the preliminary round before the championship com
petition. 

The game between Norgan and Rodriguez stunned 
the audience. It was a close game, so close in fact, that if 
Rodriguez had railed the cue ball on his last shot, he 
w.ould have played Martinez. 

It was the final round between the two players, with 
both men two and two. 

The table was clear except for Norgan's last object 
ball and the cue ball. Norgan failed to pocket the 8-ball 
leaving Rodgriguez to make his shot. Rodriguez pocket
ed the 8-ball but the cue ball failed to strike the rail of 
the pool table thus ending his tum. 

Al this point Rodriguez, realized that Norgan's vic
tory was inevitab~e and conceded the match. 



Retiree leads club 
into outdoor thrills 
By DAWN LAURSEN 
Assistant Editor 

Just because you're over 50, 60, or even 70 doesn't 
mean you can't participate in vigorous activities such as 
whitewater canoeiQg, backpacking and camping. If 
you've got a hankering to do that, why not consider join
ing College of the Mainland's Outdoor Club? Calvin 
Pratt, the club's president did just that 

Pratt, who started hang gliding at the age of 60, 
asks, "Guess how old I am?" He's 70. 

"I don't like old people," he says; "they are too stuf
fy." He considers himself a young man. 

Pratt's most recent adventure was this summer 
when he, his wife and daughter took a IO-day whitewater 
canoeing trip along the Grand Canyon. 

Most people who join the club, he says are in their 
early 20s and are surprised to see someone his age at the 
meetings. "When they get used to seeing me and my 
wife on these excursions, then we are just used guys. We 
don't expect anyone to carry our canoe or set up our tent; 
we don't get privileges like first to use the showers." 

Pratt indicates that the only trips he and his wife 
might not go on are the long strenuous backpacking 
trips. . 

Pratt, who is definitely retired now, says: "I've re
tired several times. I was with the U.S. Coast Guard for 

COM student Steven Houdysbell, who bas been bowl
ing since be was 13, is the nation's ninth-ranked ama
teur bowler and the third-ranked amateur in Texas. 

(Photo Susan Littleton) 

InterCOM, November 1993, Page 9 

Seventy-year-old retiree Calvin Pratt, president of COM's Outdoor Club, canoes the Village Creek in Texas April 
26-28, 1991. Pratt, who doesn't consider himself old, participates on a regular basis with bis wife in the club's outdoor 
adventures: (Family photo) 

27 years before I decided not to make it a career. From 
there I tried the American Bureau of Shipping for another 
12 years. In fact I went -to College of the Mainland and 
took a Real Estate course and then decided I wasn't really 
interested in it either." 

Pratt also was an Eagle Scout. 

A witty individual, Pratt describes club sponsor 
Maryann Urick as the "electrical source," and himself and 
Urick's husband, who is also a member of the club, as 
the "spark plugs of the club." 

And how did he find out about the club? Through 
thelnterCOM, he says. 

COM bowler ranked ninth in nation 
By SUSAN LITTLETON 
Starr Reporter 

As the third in Texas and ninth in the U.S. Nation
als, College of the Mainland student Steven Houdyshell 
has become known as an accomplished bowler. 

At 13, when Houdyshell was at an impressionable 
age, he used to accompany his parents twice a week to 
the local bowling alley in Longview. He lived in Long
view for five or six years, he said before moving to this 
area to go to COM. 

The 20-year-old Houdyshell, who began bowling at 
13, has bowled more than 4,000 games. Those 4,000 
games have ranked him third amateur in Texas and ninth 
amateur bowler in the nation. 

Houdyshell said he had to go through many levels 
of competition in order to acquire his titles. 

First he had to qualify in the in-house tournament at 
the bowling alley in Longview. Then Houdyshell and 
Jody Sanford, who is now a senior at Pine Tree High 
School in Longview, went to Austin to compete in the 
state bowling championship at Showplace Lanes. Hou
dyshell and competitors bowled a 12-game block~ Then 

the Texas Bowling Commission Association took the 
top ranking 24 finalists to the stairstep finals. At the be
gining of the stairstep finals Houdyshell ranked 15th. 
Then he and his opponents played another 12-block 
match which left him third in the state. 

In order to be ranked nationally, the top five bowlers 
from each state went to Orlando, Fla., for a four-day 
competition on April 20, 1992. They bowled a 24-game 
block, Houdyshell explained. Then the top 12 competi
tors of those preliminaries, advanced to the final bowling 
matches. Houdyshell finished the competition as ninth 
amateur bowler in the nation. 

The bowler is attending COM on two bowling 
scholarships, one from the Longview Bowling Associa
tion, the other from the Texas bowling association. 

Houdyshell's future plans consist of becoming a col
lege graduate and a professional bowler. 

He plans to get a degree in marine biology, from 
Texas A&M University in Galveston. The road to be
coming a professional bowler includes joining, with the 
help of a sponsor, "rabbit squad" leagues, which compete 
fi;om town to town, Houdyshell said. That experience 
will help him to become a professional bowler. 

COM takes second in basketball tourney Mensa requires high IQ 
By DEREK WARREN 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland hosted the Gulf Coast In
tercollegiate Conference Sports Day Oct. 21 for 12 area 
junior colleges. 

The colleges competed in nine events including 3-
on-3 basketbal land men's racquetball both of which took 
place at the Lowry Center in Texas City. Women's ten
nis was scheduled for the Lowry Center but due to rain 
was canceled with no make-up date. 

The 3-on-3 basketball tournament for which COM 
took second place was where the action was. 

The teams were made up of five players which in
cluded three starters, one reserve player and one alternate. 
COM team members included Troy West, Jason Wilken
ing, Jay Wise, Dion Newton and Corey Weatherly. 

San Jacinto College South took first in the basket
ball tournament while San Jacinto College North c~e 

in third. 
In 3-on-3 basketball, the court is divided up into 

halves, so two games can be played simultaneously. The 
game is a half-court version of regular basketball. 

In addition to the winners, six other colleges com
peted in the 3-on-3 basketball tourney. They included 
San Jacinto College Central; Brazosport College; North 
Harris College and Kingwood College, which are subsid
iaries of the North Harris Montgomery Community Col
lege System; Galveston College and Lee College in Bay-
town. . 

In the men's racquetball tournament, Chuck Chavis 
of San Jacinto College South took first. Shawn Barrera 
of Kingwood College came in second while John Dees 
of San Jacinto College Central placed third. ' 

Other colleges represented in the men's racquetball 
tournament included COM, San Jacinto College North, 

· North Harris College, Kingwood College and Tomball 
College,. which is another subsidiary of the North Harris 
Montgomery Community College System. 

Mensa, the International High-IQ Society, 
will administer the Cattell Test and California Test 
of Mental Maturity tq anyone interested Nov. 20 
on the University of Houston Central Campus. 

Mensa is a social and educational organization 
for those who have scored at or above the 98th per
centile on several standard intelligence tests. 

Te_sts used in qualifying for Mensa member
ship are tests administered by Mensa, IQ test 
scores for schools or qualified psychologists or 
scores on the Scholastic Aptitude Test or Graduate 
Record Exam. . 

The Mensa proctored test is from 9 to noon in 
the Cascade Room on the second floor of the Uni
versity Center Building at UH Central Campus. 

If interested, bring picture identification and a 
$25 check made out to AMSA. Pencils and other 
materials will be provided. Call (713) 748-3522 to 
reserve a seat for the testing session., -
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New director heads financial aid 
By KAMIE OEHRLE 
Staff Reporter 

Some of you may have noticed a new face in the Fi
nancial Aid Office. The new face belong to Becky Miles, 
the new director of Financial Aid. Don Doyle, the former 
financial aid director, retired in August. 

Before coming to College of the Mainland, Miles 
worked at The University of Houston-Clear Lake as as
sistant director of financial aid and at San Jacinto Col
lege, as a financial aid counselor. Miles learned of the 
opening for director of Financial Aid at COM through a 
posted job description at San Jacinto. 

In comparison to UHCL and San Jae, Miles says 
she enjoys working at COM, "because it is a smaller 
campus, and I can get to know the students and staff at a 
much more personal level." 

Miles decribes her job responsibilities at COM as 
"leading the financial aid staff in becoming more staff
and-student-oriented, keeping the staff informed of finan
cial aid rules and administering these rules." 

Miles also is in charge of the placement of student 
employees in various jobs both on and off campus. "I 
try to place students in a job that I think will be benefi
cial to them, depending on their major." 

When asked about the goals she has for her new job, 
Miles said: "I am extremely interested in serving the stu
dents, and revising some things to be more beneficial 
and less · time consuming to the students. They are our 
purpose for being here." 

Miles,. who has lived in this area since 1984, in
cludes sailing, painting, reading and sewing as her favor
ite hobbies. She earned a bachelor's degree in home eco-

nomics education from Lamar University in Beaumont, 
and is currently working on her master's degree in behav
ioral science at the UHCL. 

Availability of Financial Aid 
A student may receive financial aid in the form of 

Federal Pell Grants, Federal Stafford Loans, Federal Sup
plemental Education Opportunity Grants, Federal Per-

kins Loans and Federal Work-Study, according to the 
U.S. Department of Education Student Assistance Pro
grams booklet This aid is available for students attend
ing a professional school, vocational or technical school, 
or college. 

In order to qualify for employment in the work
study program at COM, students must take at least six 
hours of credit courses in the fall or spring semester and 
at least three hours in the summer sessions, according to 
the COM Financial Aid Office. Students are eligible to 
work a maximum of 15 hours a week. Students who re
ceive financial aid are classified as work-study, students 
who do not receive aid are classified as student assist
ants. 

To be eligible for the different financial aid pro
grams a person must: be a U.S. citizen or eligible non
citizen; be registered with Selective Service (if required); 
have financial need; attend a participating school; be 
working toward a degree or certificate; be making satis
factory academic progress; and not be in default or owe a 
refund on a federal grant or federal education loan. 

The deadline for the Federal Aid application for the 
1993-94 school year is May 2, 1994. An application and 
additional information about the details of the various 
programs may be obtained through the Financial Aid Of-

New Financial Aid Director Becky Miles sees students 
. as her first responsibility and plans to revise "some 

things to be more beneficial and less time consuming to 
the students."Her office is located in the Administra
tion Building. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

flee, located in the Administration Building. For further 
information call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 
274. 

Using another's ideas as your own is plagiarism 

By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

The pressures of college weigh heavily on many 
students, particularly those writing English research pa
pers. When ·under pressure people resort to drastic meas
ures which may include plagiarizing, whether accidently 
or purposely, to receive a better grade. 

Some students may not be aware of what plagiarism 
is exactly and simply plagiarize to complete their papers 
more rapidly. Legal Aspects of Plagiarism, a reference 
booklet published by the National Organization on Legal 
Problems of Education, basically defines plagiarism as 
"a kind of theft" by which the writer "steals the ideas or 
even the actual words of another writer without giving 
credit where it is due." 

The booklet says that plagiarism, however, is diffi
cult to define because many "ideas, terms, characteriza
tions, story plots and even exact phrases may remain in 
a writer's consciousness long after the course, or perhaps 
the knowledge that there was a prior source, has been 
lost from memory." 

Students may have difficulty distinguishing between 
ideas they have heard or read before, and ideas they have 

developed themselves. 
According to an article in the Palm Beach Post

Times Dec. 10, 1978, Norman Kent, associate professor 
of criminal justice at Florida Atlantic University in Boca 
Raton, stated that plagiarism is "the most rampant form 
of cheating." 

Nevertheless, many students do know exactly what 
they are doing -- that they are plagiarizing. Kent said 
more commonly used than the term papers offered by re
search services and advertised in most university newspa
pers are the recycled papers which are "borrowed from a 
student who took the class before from another profes
sor." Often students trade papers with one another, pro
vided they have different instructors, or simply· receive 
papers from a pool of papers from other students in the 
surrounding area. 

Among students, reasons for plagiarism vary from a 
lack of time to a need to perform well. Kent also said 
that many students· do not realize that plagiarism is 
wrong because they have so "much pressure to get into 
grad school, to maintain a certain grade average." 

College of the Mainland's Management Guide Sys
tem, a manual which outlines procedures for the college 
faculty and staff, states that any "student cheating on 
work to be evaluated by the instructor may lead to the 
instructor withdrawing the student from the class." Basi
cally this policy means that the penalty for being caught 

in cheating of any kind, including plagiarism, 1s up to 
the discretion of the instructor. 

COM adjunct English instructor Kathye Bergin 

gives her students a handout which defines plagiarism as 
"a form of academic dishonesty" and is "(stealing) the 
words or ideas of another and (passing) them off as one's 
own." The handout also defines plagiarism in two forms. 
One is the usage of published works or otherwise record
ed materials without proper documentation, and the other 
is the usage of work of another student with both the 
borrower and owner of the paper being guilty. 

English professor, Dr. Mark Sanders, who joined 
the COM full-time faculty in August, provided the Eng
lish faculty with a memo about plagiarism which basi
cally provides the same definition of plagiarism as Ber
gin's handout. His memo, however, expands plagiarism 
to include the documentation of graphs or drawings and 
stresses that "students who knowingly permit their work 
to be used by another are equally guilty." 

According to Legal Aspects of Plagiarism, faculty 
and staff members may have a problem enforcing penali
ties for plagiarism because students may not "have ade
quately comprehended the meaning of accurate documen
tation." 

COM English instructor Ouida Sanmann said sever
al of her students have turned in papers which have 
"loose documentation." The students may forget to quote 
the source or paraphrase inadequately. ~tudents may not 
be aware that they are plagiarizing, and many instructors 
seem to take this into consideration before taking drastic 
measures. 

Plagiarism, however, has its consequences. Many 
students may not realize the damage plagiarism may do 
to their academic careers. Legal Aspects of Plagiarism 
cites many cases of students guilty of plagiarism in 
which students have had thetr diplomas held for one year, 
are suspended, or are required to retake the entire course. 

Bergin, however, makes it clear that plagiarism will 
not be tolerated or easily forgotten. In her handout she 
states that any student caught plagiarizing will receive a 

See Plagiarism Page 11 



C_OM also takes 2nd, 3rd at GCIC 
Contmued from Page 1----------- lions, festivities and other intercollegiate activities." 
Alvin Community College, Brazosport College, Galves- People involved in GCIC Sports Day enjoyed the 
ton College and Houston Community College. Also in- day for different reasons. 
eluded were Tomball College, North Harris College and Trey Johnson, COM volleyball player liked "the 
Kingwood College, which are subsidaries of the North chance to see old friends that you only see once a year." 
Harris Montgomery Community College System. Marc Sheppard, another COM volleyball player, enjoyed 

Winners of the visiting colleges included: Alvin tak- "getting to compete with other schools." He added, 
ing first in women's racquetball; Brazosport taking first "There's a lot of talent here." 
in 8-ball, second in softball and third in table tennis; The coaches seemed to enjoy the competition the 
Kingwood taking second in men's racquetball and tennis, most. For Rigo Romo, Houston Community College 
and third in volleyball and women's racquetball; Houston coach, it was "playing different teams at different levels." 
Community taking second in volleyball; Lee taking sec- Trudie Keemly, Kingwood racquetball player, probably 
ond in women's racquetball; North Harris taking first in summed the competition and the day up best when she 
softball; San Jacinto College Central, taking third in said, "Everybody here is friendly, and they're not just 
men's racquetball, 8-ball and softball; San Jacinto Col- here to try and kill each other." 
lege South taking first in men's racquetball and tennis, A GCIC bowling tournament was held Nov. IO at 
as well as basketball; and San Jacinto College North, San Jacinto College North, but scores weren't available 
taking third in basketball. at press time. 

"This has been going on for maybe 20 years al- The Spring GCIC Sports Day will be held March 3 
.ready," stated Maryann Urick, coordinator of COM Rec- at Lee College. Some of the same events will probably 
reational Programs. "I have been here 16 years, and it be held depending on the hosting college, Urick ex-
has been going on since before I was here." plained. Spring Sports Day will include a bowling tour-

According to an informational handout about the ney March 8 at Brazosport College, and beach volley-
event "The Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference is de- ball and golf competitions April 7 at Galveston College. 
dicated to the promotion of competition and other inter- The last time COM hosted this event was fall 1991. 
action between the students of the member institutions. Last fall GCIC Sports Day was held at Houston Com-
The purpose of the organization is to promote and en- munity College, and at San Jacinto College Central in 
courage amateur intercollegiate relationships, competi- the spring. 

l2~.!:P.gealism among classes offered 
Astrid H. Lowery shows her students the effective way 
to write innovative articles to be published in the student 
newspaper, InterCOM. 

If for some reason you cannot meet the early regis
tration deadline, but still wish to attend Lowery's jour
nalism class, you still have hoJle. Students having_ met 
admission requirements by Dec. 9 may register during 
regular registration Jan. 4 or late registration Jan. 6. 

COM's Admissions Office will mail out a course 
schedule booklet followed shortly by a postcard th.at will 
give the times when returning students may come for 
early registration according to their last name. 

Those students wishing to take a journalism class 
need to look in the class schedule booklet under commu
nications. The introductory journalism course, COMM 

1307 Writing for the Mass Media, meets Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 8 to 10:50 a.m. No journalism experi
ence is necessary. Students must also register for the stu
dent Publication Laboratory COMM 1129, a one hour 
credit course with TBA times. 

Students with some ioumalism background, who 
feel that they might qualify for a higher level course, 
should talk to Lowery about taking COMM 2305 Copy 
and Production. This class meets Tuesdays and Thurs
days 9:30 to 12:30 p.m. These students also must regis
ter for _the TBA lab COMM 1129. 

If all students meet the admission requirements and 
take advantage of early registration, they should be able 
to obtain their first class choices, and all should run 
smoothly, and everyone will be happy. 

Plagiarism can lead to being dropped 
Continued rrom Page 10---------
failing grade on his paper and possibly for the course and 
that "ignorance will not be an acceptable defense .... " 
Bergin provides her students with a list of four items 
when the time comes for documentation of sources from 
direct quotes to paraphasing or summarizing to facts 
such as statistics or visual material. 

Even though some college instructors may not actu
ally read students' papers and a few plagiarized papers are 
able to slip by, the blame does not lie with instructors. 
The blame lies solely with the student. 

Gary Sterling, an English teacher at Marshall Fun
damental Secondary School of Pasadena, Calif., says that 
by plagiarizing students are "living on borrowed time" 
and are "avoiding (their) own education." Students sim
ply need to take responsibility for their work and avoid 
plagiarizing at all costs. 

Sterling offers students ideas on how to test their 
work for plagiarism in his article, "Plagiarism and the 
Worms of Accountability," in the May 1992 issue of 
The Education Digest. He suggests a student should ask 
himself, "Who is making the point? If you are making it 
and establishing the context of disscussion, and if your 
source materials support and illustrate in a subordinate 
way, you're on track." 

Sterling also adds that students should evalua~ their 
work based on how much they have actually written 
themselves and how much of it is from another source. 
"If a quoted source makes the point and you ~on't incor-

porate or elaborate on it, you yourself haven't done any
thing but a copying exercise." 

Students also need to develop good study habits and 
time management skills to ensure no last minute paper 
writing. Procrastinating only encourages the idea of pla
giarizing to relieve the stress of having to come up with 
last minute ideas. • • 

If all else fails, students should go to their instructor 
and ask for help. Students should take an aggressive ap
proach to learning and seek help when they need it. Ster
ling tells his students that he wants to work with them 
at whatever level of their real performance so they can 
get better. He says that he can give them a good grade 
for learning, but "how can I grade you if you're not even 
involved in the process?" 

Students need to realize that by plagiarizing all they 
are saying is that they are too lazy to come up with their 
own ideas, and end up only hurting themselves. Stu
dents, particularly on the college level, should be able to 
develop their own ideas. If they continue to plagiarize, 
how can they be sure they can actually think for them
selves? 

When the time comes many students may be able to 
sweat out writing an honest research paper, but there are 
always those few who decide to take the easy path and 
plagiarize. For those who earn their grade honestly, the 
satisfaction of learning what ·their capablities are should 
outweigh any letter grade. And for those who take the 
easy path: be prepared to suffer immediate or future con
sequences. 
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Tobacco ban holds 
Continued from Page 1-----------

Lausch was upset that students did not receive a 
voice in the decision to eliminate tobacco use from the 
campus and that the tobacco policy, which may call for 
the expulsion of any student breaking it, is harsh and 
gives the COM police unlimited power. 

COM President Larry L. Stanley said that the COM 
Senate, which is composed of faculty, staff and one stu
dent, suggested that the Board modify the tobacco policy 
to allow tobacco use in designated areas away from the 
flow of traffic and building entrances. The proposed areas 
include the overhang by the lake, the overhang near the 
Technical Education Building and the mezzanine in the 
Learning Resource Center near the library. 

The main concern for Board members was whether 
the designation of smoking areas would later cost COM 
money by having to provide smokers with lighting dur
ing evenings and shelter from winds, cold and rain during 
the winter months. Several board members were against 
modification of the policy if it would cost the college 
money. The vote for modification of the tobacco ban 
was tied, three to three, with the ban staying in effect. 
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HOSTS needs tutors 
for LM Middle School 

"Help One Student To Succeed." You can do just 
that by becoming a reading tutor at La Marque Middle 
School. The program is called HOSTS Qielp One Stu
dent To Succeed). 

According to an informational handout on the pro
gram, tutors will teach students for one hour per week. 
There is no charge and teaching experience is not neces
sary. Training sessions will be provided. 

Volunteers help students with reading, vocabulary 
development, study and higher-order thinking skills. 

Adults and older students of the community may 
help with this program. Volunteers follow individualized 
lesson plans that include easy to follow instructions. 

Brochures on the HOSTS program are available in 
the Humanities Group Office in the Learning Resource 
Center, or call Allastair R. Webb, at (409) 938-4286. 

Musicians, singers sought 

COM Professor Emeritus Thomas F. Carter bolds plaque he was awarded by the humanities department July 9 for 
his 25 years of service to the college as English professor. He is flanked on bis left by English Professor Brenda R. 
Brown and on his right by English Professor Jo Ann Pevoto. Both women were hired in 1969 when only Carter and 
Dr. Carolyn Hartnett, also professor emeritus of English made up the department. (Photo by Walter Kessler) 

Director Jack Westin needs musicians for Col
lege of the Mainland's upcoming production of 
John Steinbeck's classic drama, The Grapes of 
Wrath, which runs Feb. 14 through May 1. Musi
cians are needed to play harmonica, violin, guitar, 
accordion, Jews harp, percussion and bass Jew harp 
as well male and female vocalists. 

For information call Westin at (409) 938-
1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 348 or Ext. 221. 

Music depart01ent plans holiday favorites for progra01s 
By DAWN LAURSEN 
Assistant Editor 

Christmas is a time for sharing, a time of joy and 
gift giving. 

One of the favorite ways of sharing the Christmas 
season at College of the Mainland is in song and music, 
which the Brass Guild, Jazz Ensemble, COM Singers, 
Studio Singers and Woodwind ensembles will provide 
during the early part of December. 

All the following musical programs will take place 
in Room F-117 of the Fine Arts Building. 

The COM Singers will perform Dec. 2 at 8 p.m. 
with a taste of contemporary Renaissance composer Hay
ben with "Gloria" and "Soldier Won't You Marry Me?" 
Most of their music will be accompanied by trumpets. 
After a brief intermission the Studio Singers, accompa
nied by drums, guitar and keyboards, will take over in 

Chamber music Nov.18 
By DAWN LAURSEN 
Assistant Editor 

The COM Woodwind Quintet and COM Clarinet 
Quintet will host a Chamber and Cheese event, Thursday 
Nov. 18, 7 p.m. in the College of the Mainland Fine 
Arts Recital Hall. 

The Chamber portion is a concert of selections by, 
Haydn, Mozart, Tschaikovsky and other composers di
rected by John Wolfskill, COM woodwinds instructor. 
The Cheese refers to the light refreshments. 

"Theatergoers will have time to enjoy the chamber 
music and refreshments prior to the 8 p.m. performance 
of Summer and Smoke," Wolfskill said. "All are cordial
ly invited to attend this brief informal gathering and en
joy the refreshments." 

Chamber music was first popular in the homes of 
the aristocracy and later in the smaller homes of the 
bourgeoise, Wolfskill explained. 

Guests were favored with a variety of music played 
by small instrumental groups and were served modest ap
petizers. 

song and dance, said James Heffel, music instructor and 
choir director for both groups. They will sing a contem
porary medley of tunes by Amy Grant; "Smoke Gets in 
your Eyes" by the Platters and others. 

The combined Jazz Ensemble and Jazz Combo di
rected by Sparky Koerner, COM music instructor, Jazz 

•Ensemble/Combo and Brass Guild director, will perform 
Dec. 7, at 8 p.m. This will be the first concert for the 
Combo. The Ensemble program will include Irving Ber
lin's "White Christmas" from the '50s. 

The Brass Guild, which includes COM students and 
people from the community, will perform Dec. 13, at 8 
p.m. Also sharing this evening of chamber music will 
be a flute choir and a saxophone quartet under the direc
tion of John Wolfskill, woodwinds instructor. 

Brass instruments for the Guild include three trum
pets, two trombones, a French horn and a tuba. The 
brass gives the music a bell-like quality that we have 

come to associate with "Jingle Bells" and "Silent Night" 
as well as other traditional carols of the holiday season, 
Koerner said. 

In addition to "Jingle Bells" and "Silent Night," the 
Guild also will include in their program contemporary 
pieces, such as "Three Moods" by Edward Solomon, a 
baroque piece by Johann Sebastian Bach, "Sarabande and 
Minuet" and a little ragtime from the 1900s, "The Enter
tainer" by Scott Joplin. 

The fl~te choir is made up of four flutes, alto flute 
and bass flute. They will perform such favorites as "Lon
donderry Air," "Silent Night" and other favorites, such as 
"Hark the Herald Angels Sing" and Schubert's "Minuet 
and Trio," Wolfskills said. 

The Saxophone quartet, for soprano, alto, tenor and 
baritone saxophjones, will play a selection from Bach 
"Bourree" from suite No.1, "Chansou D' Autrefios" by 
Pierne and others, he added. 

• 
We're 
Here 

For You 
Earn your Bachelor's 
Degree at the 
University of Houston
Clear Lake 
"Your Community 
College Connection" 

Becoming a UHCL student is not only SMART, it's EASYI 
If you have earned 54 hours with grades of ·c· or better 

and have completed College Algebra, you may be eligible to 
begin working toward completion of your bachelor's degree 

as soon as the Spring 1994 semester. 
Apply Now! Undergraduate application/transcript 

deadline for Spring 1994 is December 1. 
For more information, call UH-Clear Lake Admissions 

Information at (713} 283-2520. 

Students at UH-Clear Lake enjoy 

• More than 70 quality programs 
• Excellent faculty and smaller classes 
• Pleasant and safe atmosphere 
• Convenient location 
• Day, evening and Saturday classes 



Blood drive in Studen Ce erF b.15 & 16 
For African-American history 

SeePage4 
For graphic arts expansion 

See Page 8 
For graduation deadline 

See Page 12 

February 
1994 

TIPA Award-winner 

A • S T U D E N T • P U B L I C .-\ T I O N • :\ T • C O L L E G E • 0 F '•. T Tl .E • f\1 r\ I N L A N D 

Lodge complaints 
at Dean Bass Forum 
By DAWN LAURSEN 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland's Dean Bass Forum took 
place Feb. 3 during College Hour. 

James E. Shippy, director of Student Support Ser
vices, opened the forum saying he hoped all students 
were doing the best they could to achieve their goals. 
"Even though you may be undecided, deep down know.. 
you're doing the best you can; I encourage you to use the 
resources on campus to help you fulfill your objectives." 
Shippy stated, "There are still some growing pains here 
because ofTQM (Total Quality Management)." 

COM student Don Rittenhouse who attended the 
Nov. 30 forum mentioned that the information he gave 
at that time about the instructors and lab assistants in 
the Lotus 1-2-3 course (Introduction to Computers 1300) 
being "unhelpful to him" gave him problems. He said, 
"Through the freedom of the press, I had to go back and 
apologize to the people in the main lab, and I want to 
make this official. 

See Bass Page 11 

Dr .Donald G. Bass, dean oflnstructionand Student Development, expre$esconcem as Betty Day, Student Activities 
Board parlimentarian, and her friend Gay Prisock, backs to camera, tell of the harassment they recently experienced 
in COM parking lot after 10 p.m. classes. Terrilynn Rotramel, Dr. Bass' secretary, is at top left of picture. Dawn 
Laursen, assistant lnterCOM editor, takes notes, bottom left corner. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

Humanities Team reports progress to Board 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Staff Reporter 

Early in the College of the Mainland Board of Trus
tees meeting J"1Jl. 27 the Humanities Team gave a pres
entation of how well Total Quality Management is 
working for them. The Board also met in executive ses
sion about filling Ed Wesley's vacant Board position and 
discussed two emergency items. , 

During the College Report, the Humanities Team, 
the first instructional team to form early last spring, re-

ported that TQM is working well in their area. The team 
members who attended the meeting were Speech Profes
sor Roger Stallings, who served as spokesman for the 
other team members, and English professors Brenda 
Brown, Jo Ann Pevoto, Ouida Sanmann and Dr. Mark 
Sanders as well as Astrid H. Lowery, journalism instruc
tor andlnterCOM adviser. 

After a brief introduction by team coordinator 
Brown, Stallings reported that the new system of man
agement was aggressively sought after by the team. 

"This new idea of using teams for management has 

Former COM auto instructor loses life 

Upton Lackey 

By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

Former College of 
the Mainland instruct9t 
Upton Lackey, 56, died 
Jan. 16 in a plane crash 
in East Texas. His wife 
Georgia Ann and her 
friend, Sue Johnson of 
Lindale, also died in the 
crash. 

Lackey had been fly
ing the plane which 
crashed just before 1 

p.m. Jan. 16 in the Davy Crockett National Forest 
about 60 miles south of Lindale, near Tyler. 

Funeral services were held Jan. 19 at the Emk
en-Linton Funeral Home Chapel in Texas City. 

John Tobias and Shamarion Barber were speakers. 
Graveside services were · held Jan. 20 at Red 
Springs Cemetery in Lindale where the Lackeys 
were from. 

In the Jan. 18 issue of the Texas City Sun, 
COM President Larry L. Stanley said of Lackey, 
"He was highly respected, a real stalwart." Lackey 
had been the. head of the auto mechanics depart
ment for many years at COM until he retired in 
August. "I know the staff was upset. We hated to 
lose him when he retired," Stanley was quoted as 
saying, "and we are really saddened by this." t 

Alsb according to the Texas City Sun, former 
COM co-worker Bill Francis has fond memories of 
Lackey. "He was an excellent auto mechanic and 
teacher and all the time he was here, the depart
ment was active and successful," Francis said. 
"They are still looking for a replacement for him." 

See Lackey Page 11 

brought me so much closer to the people I work with," 
Stallings said. "These are people, that I have known for 
quite awhile, but I have never really gotten to know and 
respect them as I do now. We've become fri~nds, people 
who depend on each other." 

He als~ pointed out that under the new system 
things get done much more expeditiously. Whereas under 
the old system ordering special books for his classes 
would take three months because of various levels of 
managers who had to approve the special purchase, this 

See Humanities Page 10 

Medieval drama 
depicts royal rivalry 
By KAMIE OEHRLE 
Staff Reporter 

James Goldman's The Lion In Winter is presently 
playing at the College of the Mainland Arena Theatre. 
The play closes Feb. 20. 

The play is directed by guest director William Bur
ford, who recently directed Arthur Kopit's Wings at Stag
es Repertory Theatre in Houston. 

The Lion In Winter tells the story of King Henry, 
his wife Eleanor, and their three sons: Richard, Geoffrey 
and John. The plot centers around which son will be
come king after Henry dies. 

The setting is Henry's Castle at Chinon, France. It 
is Christmas time, 1183. Everyone in Henry's family 
seems to have lost the Christmas spirit; all are plotting 
against one another. The only thing on their minds this 

See Dysfunctional Page 5 
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News/Editorials 
Kickoff informs, 
entertains students 
BY JENNIFER H. WOESTE 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities 
Board organized the spring Welcome Back Kickoff and 
Club Day party in the Student Center during College 
Hour Feb. 1. Students listened to the Poppeacocks band, 
and heard speakers from various campus groups and Dr. 
Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student Devel
opment. , 

Poppeact>cks, consisting of COM students or gradu
ates, entertained the large crowd in the cafeteria with 
their mostly original hard rock performance. The band 
did play a Jimi Hendrix number, "The Wind Cries 
Mary .. " 

To educate students about campus groups available 
to them, student representatives shared general informa
tion about their groups, which ranged from sports to re
ligion to music. 

Dean Bass encouraged students to explore campus 
opportunities and recognized SAB members for their hard 
worlc: to produce quality events. 

This was just one of the many events planned by 
the SAB this year. 

The SAB plans, develops and conducts educational, 
recreational, social, cultural and entertainment programs 
for all COM students each year. 

"SAB strives to cover the entire COM community 
by hosting a wide variety of functions for students, such 
as movies, forums, speakers, special events, sports ac
tivities and others," said David Pyawasay, SAB presi
dent. Brochures, which list this semester's events, can be 
picked up at the Administration Building or in the Phys
ical Education Building. 

Students are encouraged to attend SAB meetings, 
which are held weekly on Tuesdays at 12:30 in the gym, 
Room P-110, Pyawasay said. 
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Students enjoy Welcome Back Kickoff festivities, Feb.1, sponsored by the Student Activities Board, in the Student 
Center. Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student Development, gave welcoming remarks while the 
Poppeacocks entertained the crowd with alternative music. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

Letters to the Editor 
Editor's note: The Student Activities Board held a Christ
mas Party on behalf of 153 foster children were spon
sored by College of the Mainland faculty, students and 
staff Dec. 16. The party was held in the Student Center. 

Each foster child received at least one gift from his spon
sor. More than 300 people including about 75 of the fos
ter children attended. Two letters were submitted express
ing graditude to those who participated in the event. 

Student thanks foster child sponsors 
To all the employees, students and caring people of the 
College of the Mainland: 

On Dec. 16 this campus was full of very happy and 
excited children because of the unbelievable response of 
caring people at College of the Mainland. The children 
enjoyed Santa, Barney and their gifts from their caring 
sponsors. 

I want to thank all the people involved for their 
kindness and generosity that each one contributed for the 
Galveston County Foster Children's Christmas Wish 
Party. 

Thank you and God bless you, 
Stephanie Brown, COM Student 

Foster children appreciate gifts, party 
Editor's note: The two children in the following letter, 
Craig G. and Andre G., were handicapped and not expect
ed to live to adulthood. The two children lived with the 
writer, Ronald_W. Jones, and his wife. 

Dear Editor, 
Craig G. Andre G. Two names on a list. Hurry, 

scurry. You take this name. I'll take that name. I don't 
know what to get a handicapped child. I don't have time 
to do it today. I'll do it. I hope I get to see the child open 
his gift. What does institution mean? 

Does this really matter, whether you got to see the 
child open his gift or not? Does it matter what you got 
the child or how much it cost? Maryann Urick (coordina
tor of COM Recreational Programs) related a story of 
one foster child who thought she got a cooler because it 
said so on the box. The child was elated to have gotten 
the cooler. Finally on the way home she found out she 
had received a Game Boy and a Barbie doll. Her excite
ment was out of control, but she would have been-happy 
with the cooler. 

Another foster parent wrote a letter thanking those 
who gave the party and provided presents for her foster 

• 

child. 
Back to Craig G. and Andre G.(no relation). Two 

names on the list; who would know it was to be their 
last Christmas on earth. Craig, 3 1/2, loved touching 
Barney and Santa Claus even though he was blind and 
could not see them. He enjoyed being held and loved by 
many people at the party. But most of all he loved the 
Cabbage Patch doll some loving person gave him. He 
held it clo!ie to his heart from the moment he received it 
and went to sleep with its lullaby song every night. He 
loved it so much that it went with him to the grave, and 
I hope it gives comfort to his soul for eternity. Craig 
died peacefully on Jan. 7 and 36 hours later, Andre, 6 
months, died. 

I thank everyone at COM for making their last 
Christmas on earth a most happy and enjoyable occa
sion. Please keep up the good work. Don't worry about 
which child received your gift Know that the child ap
preciated it Do it agaiir-and again and again. 

Thank you, 
Ronald W. Jones 

Foster Parent and Nursing Student 

Police d·epartment solicits safety tips 
The College of the Mainland police department 

wants to make your campus as safe as possible. To facil
itate this, the department is in the process of putting to-

gether a survey for students and employees concerning 
their views of safety on campus and what could or ~eeds 

to be done to improve it If you would like to help with 
setting up the survey, or have any suggestions or ideas 
on campus safety, please contact the campus police in 
the Administration Building or call (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, Ext. 403. 

ln case of an eD,1er_gency_ ~ . EJ.(t 599 .. ~ . . . ... 



Tobacco policy lacks teeth 

With the hoopla of a complete smoking ban 
on the back burner. the College of the Mainland 
Board of Trustees has adopted a no-tobacco-except
in designated-areas position. This change of heart 
certainly leads me to wonder if the Board's actions 
really do hold water. 

My doubts are due to the fact that. despite the 
newly adopted policy. I still wallc through clouds 

of smoke from smokers who either do not know 
or care about the amended ban. 

In their Dec. 7 meeting the Board adopted an 
amendment which would allow tobacco users to 
continue to enjoy their habit but with restrictions. 
The revised policy written by the COM Senate 
would allow for tobacco use in seven different des
ignated areas only. The areas include signage stat
ing the college's position and a warning that a fail
ure to comply with the policy will result in a total 
ban on smoking. 

The purpose of the policy. I thought. was to 
allow smokers to smoke, but at the same time 
clean up the campus and allow non-smokers a 
smoke-free journey to class. I guess I was wrong. 

Communication between administrators and 
students is definitely lacking. Receptacles have 
been relocated to the seven areas, and signs have 
been posted around campus explaining the policy. 
but few signs direct students or anyone else to the 
designated areas. I still see, however, students 
walking to class puffing on cigarettes and cigarette 
butts littering the ground. 

If the Board and the college are serious about 
the new tobacco policy, they need to be more ag
gressive in getting the wont out on the new poli
cy. Then if they are serious about enforcing it, 
they need to be swift. 

Otherwise smokers who either do not know 
about the policy or do not care about the policy 
will continue smoking wherever they please. The 
college will then be forced to take action. and 
some swprised students may find their butts off 
campus sooner than they think. 

BIIWllfl• 
James Heffeij ColleFi of the Mainland cbott 
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Romance a must for sweethearts 

Sweet love messages -- some are written in the 
sand. some in the sky. Some are sent mysteriously 
while others are sent with a kiss. 

But the sad thing today is that people think they are 
too sophisticated to give valentines to the one they love, 
or are infatuated with. So many do not have a romantic 
· heart. Young lovers take each other for granted, husbands 
assume that their wives know how they feel; as a result
feelings get hurt. Most women like romance. Men don't 
seem to understand. 

Romance novelists make a big killing on their 
books because romance is so lacking in many relation
ships today. 

I've a friend who is very much in love with her hus
band. and he with her, but the excitement of being in 
love is gone. This should never happen. She reads at 
least one romance novel every day and sometimes two, 

0000® 

and she keeps every one of them to read again. Her ' 
books line the whole living room and hallway from ceil
ing to floor! 

My husband and I had a very romantic relationship 
for a very brief, yet unique time. We were so very much 
in love that on Sunday mornings while sitting in church 
we would hold hands. Every once in a while our eyes 
would meet. and I would be totally astounded by the lov-

ing devotion that I read in his eyes as he smiled at me. 
Many a time. we would spend in tears over our love for 
each other; he was not afraid to show how deeply he felt. 
and it opened the door for me to show my own emo
tions. 

Since he died a little more than a year ago, my 
memories of the intensity of his love have kept me go
ing time and time again. I would rather celebrate his life, 
love, ambition, and his freedom of expression than cry 
over my loss. He taught me a valuable lesson: Love 
doesn't have to die; even in death we can keep it alive be
cause of the memories of love. a tender glance, or a spe
cial smile. 

Pleasant reminders in letters. unexpected roses and 
cards let those we care about know that they are especial
ly remembered on St. Valentine's Day. 

00@~ ~lb~~q 
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Valentine history not just candy, cards 
By _DAWN I:AURSEN Other legends say that the word valentine came from 
Assistant Editor the Norman word galantin, which is prohounced the 

_Feb. 14 is a day of tradition. We celebrate love and 
devotion with flowers, candy. dinner dates, and romantic 
cards. Sometimes romance is found in song, sometimes 
poetry. but no matter how Feb. 14 is commemorated, 
sending valentine cards has become second only to 
Christmas in the number of greetings sent 

St. Valentine's Day has been observed since the 
Middle Ages; however. no one is quite certain who St. 
Valentine was. 

Jane M. Hatch author of The American Book of 
Days, writes that St. Valentine's Day began in a most 
unromantic way. According to Hatch's research. two 
Christian martyrs, both named Valentine were made 
saints. One of them was a priest in Rome and the other 
was the bishop of Intermna, which is how Temi of 
Rome. Both suffered martyrdom in the second half of the 
third century. One was buried in the Flaminian Way. an 
ancient Roman road in Rome, while the other was 
placed at the Porta del Popolo, also known as Valen
tine's Gate, in Rome. 

The tale is that Valentine was imprisoned and fell in 
love wilti the jailer's daughter. Sending her a love letter, 
he signed it: "from your Valentine." 

same and means a lover of women. 
In Europe during the Middle Ages, it was believed 

that Feb. 14 was the time when birds mated. 
The Parliament of Fowls, a 700 line poem written 

by Geoffrey Chaucer around the year 1382 reads: 
For this was on Saint Valentine's day 
When every bird commeth there to choose. his mate 
Chaucer wrote this after dreaming about.seeing the 

binls meet at the hillside because nature asked them too. 
Hatch noted that the most realistic tale of the crea

tion of valentine cards is credited to Charles due d' Or
leans. He was confined to the tower of London after the 
Battle of Agincourt in 1417. While he sat in prison he 
wrote his wife many love letters in the guise of poetry. 
Hatch also insists that commercial valentines didn't catch 
on until the 1800s. 

Hatch also writes that post offices in Love, Miss.; 
Darling, Pa.; Romance, Ark.; Kissimmee, Fla.; and 
Eros, La., have their busiest time of the year before Val
entine's Day because people send their valentines to 
these towns to be postmarked and sent on to their desig
nations. One town that Hatch forgot to mention in her 
article is Intercourse, Pa.! The U.S. Post Office in La 
Marque verified that such a town does exist 
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COM library honors blacks in medical science 
By DEREK WARREN 
Sports Editor 

In honor of Black History Month the College of the 
Mainland Library is devoting the February display in the 
foyer and a display case inside the library to African 
Americans in Health Care: Pioneers and Visionaries. The 
display includes the biographies of three prominent Afri
can Americans in medical history. 

"Blacks have made major contributions in the medi
cal field, but have not been recognized," said Dr. Lee 
McGriggs, COM history professor. Dr. Susan Mckinney 
Steward, Dr. Charles R. Drew and Dr. Benjamin S. Car
son are only a few of the African Americans who have 
gone unrecognized in American history. 

Dr. Steward was born Susan Smith in 1847 in then 
rural Brooklyn, N.Y. She opened her first practice in 
1870 and four years later married the Rev. William G. 

In the COM Library foyer, Tillie Henson, Circulation Team leader, points out the theme of the Black History Month 
exhibit, African-Americans in Health Care: Pioneers and Visionaries, to COM students Steve Murrell, Cathy 
Burgess, middle, and Grace Sheets. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

English artist displays powerful art 
By SUSAN LITTLETON 
Photography Editor 

The opening for the first showing of the spring se
mester was held at College of the Mainland Fine Art 
Gallery Jan. 27. Artist Sue Coe, who was born in Staf
fordshire, England, and grew up in London, spoke about 
her series of drawings which she has titled Porkopolis. 

Coe, a graduate of the Royal College of Art in Eng
land and a New York resident since she was 21, has 
drawn numerous cartoons for magazines, such as The 
New Yorker, Rolling Stones and more recently, Modem 
Maturity and The New York Times newspaper. 

Coe's drawings focus on everyday issues society has 
either grown accustomed to or would rather choose to ig
nore, such as slaughterhouses, the homeless and politi
cians. 

Her work is done mostly in charcoal and browns, 
creating a grim and dramatic atmosphere. 

In Porkopolis Coe points out the neglect and mis
treatment of people and animals in slaughterhouses. 

In the 1991 drawing, "Veal Skinner", Coe illustrates 

a worker preparing to skin the carcass of a calf. A sense 

of sadness hangs over him as he prepares this oft
performed mindless task. 

In the lecti.Jre Coe told the audience that veal skin
ners execute this particular task for so long that eventu
ally they loose a number of their fingers to the razor 
sharp knives they use. 

To view Coe's work one might think she is eccen
tric, but to listen to her lecture and then view her work 
gives insight and understanding of her philosophy and 
feelings about issues concerning people and animals. 

Unless you attended the lecture Coe gave, you may 
find her work disturbing and even vulgar. In her lecture 
she revealed her humorous side which is in stark contrast 
to the subjects she draws. 

I have great respect for her ability to use her talent 
to make people aware of issues that affect us every day. 

The Porkopolis series may be viewed through Feb. 
23, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m to 4:30 p.m. For a 
key to the gallery, call Fine Arts secretary Joyce Pal.mer 
at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 348. 

Bridge, women's crisis center needs volunteers 
By CHRISTINA KALA 
Staff Reporter 

Have some free time? Tlie Bridge, a crisis interven
tion agency in Pasadena, needs volunteers to help with 
the needs of battered women and their children. No previ
ous volunteer experience is needed. Any amount of time 
you can give will be welcomed. Positions are available 

in the Resale Shop as well as in helping '!"Omen and 
their c~hildren recover from being sexually and physically 
abused. 

Training for volunteers is Feb. 15, 17, 22, and 24 
from 6 to 9_ p.m._, and Feb. 19 and 26 from 9 to 4 p.m. 

The Bndge ts located at 1416 East Southmore in Pa
sadena. For more information, call the Volunteer Depart
ment at (713) 472-0753. 

• 

McKinney, an Episcopal minister. They had two chil
dren. In 1881 she helped to organize and found the 
Brooklyn Women's Homeopathic Hospital and Djspen
sary. After the death of her first husband in 1895, Stew
ard married the Rev. Theophilus G. Steward in 1896. 
She died on March 7, 1918, at Wilberforce University in 
Wilberforce, Ohio. -

Dr. Drew, the first black to earn a surgery degree and 
the discoverer of blood plasma, was born in Washington, 
D.C., June 3, 1904. He attended Amherst College in 
Amherst, Mass., on athletic scholarships, graduated in 
1926 and continued his schooling at McGill University, 
which no longer is in existence. At McGill he conducted 
blood research while training to be a surgeon. His re
search led him to the discovery of blood plasma which 
could be stored for months, unlike whole blood which 
spoiled in just a few days. 

In 1941 he became the director of the first American 
Red Cross blood bank, but resigned from the Red Cross 
when the organization decided only blood from white 
donors would be used to treat members of the military. 
Dr. Drew died of injuries from a car accident April 1, 
1950, in North Carolina, when he was denied emergency 
admittance to a white hospital. Ironically, a blood trans
fusion could have saved his life. 

Dr. Carson, the current director of pediatric neuro
surgery at Johns Hopkins-University Hospital in Balti
more, is best known for separating Siamese twins joined 
at the head Sept. 7, 1987. The patients were 7-month-old 
brothers from West Germany. Dr. Carson and his· team 
studied every detail of the delicate operation for five 
months before proceeding with the 22-hour surgery. The 
twins survived the operation and are still alive. 

The neurosurgeon lives with his wife and two sons 
in Maryland. 

The display also includes a video tape about Dr. 
Carson, information about Sickle Cell disease and the 
Black Nurses Association. 

COM art students Ruben Padilla,on left, Scott Richard, 
on right, and Dawn Prater view one of Sue Coe's 
Porkopolis drawings in the COM Art Gallery in the Fine 
Arts Building. The exhibit runs through Feb. 23 and 
may be viewed Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 



From left, princes Richard (Jerry Adair), John (Billy 
Martin) and Geoffrey (Eric Bangle) plot to overpower 
their father King Henry II in the Arena Theatre's 
production of James Goldman's Lion in Winter. The 
comedy closes Feb. 20. 

(Photo courtesy of the theater department) 

Dysfunctional family 
appears in ·COM play 
Continued from Page 1-----------
Chrisbnas is who will inherit the throne. 

I found this play to be very entertaining. Both 
James Raby as King Henry and Sandra Raftis as Eleanor 
gave great performances. They had everyone laughing at 
their constant arguments with each other about every
thing from which son would be king to Henry's affairs, 
past and present. They argued especially about Henry's 
current mistress Alais (Mary Ann Holan), the young 
French princess, who is the promised bride of the next 
king of England. 

Henry's three sons, John (Billy Martin), Geoffrey 
(Eric Bangle) and Richard (Jerry Adair) also gave good 
performances. I especially enjoyed the way these three 
showed their "brothery love" by plotting against one an
other. Each wants to be the next king, and each constant
ly tries to prove that he was better than the others. 

Philip (Al Caraballo), king of France and brother of 
Alais, also is staying at the castle. Richard, the oldest 
brother, seems to have an interesting connection to the 
young king ·or France. 

Tom King designed the set for The Lion In Winter. 
It represents the front entrance of the castle with its great 
doors. By opening the doors, rearranging the sparse fur
niture and two massive candle holders, and bringing in a 
fireplace, the audience is taken to various rooms 
throughout the castle. 

The play drew a fairly large audience at the special 
showing for faculty, students and staff, as I'm sure it 
will continue to do through the closing date. 

Opening night drew 121 people. 
I recommend The Lion In Winter to anyone who 

wants to spend the evening laughing. Though the pro
duction is set nearly 900 years ago, it accurately repre
sents what one might call a dysfunctional family. 

The Lion In Winter can be seen Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday evenings beginning at 8 and Sunday mati
nees at 2:30 p.m. 

Ticket office hours are 10 am. to 4 p.m. Tuesdays 
through Fridays and until curtain time on performance 
dates. For tickets or more information, call (409) 938-
1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 345. 
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Mardi Gras pre-Lent celebration 
By KAMIE OEHRLE 
Starr Reporter 

When many of us hear the words Mardi Gras, we 
think of nothing more than wild parades and parties, 

· crowds of people and catching as many beads as we pos
sibly can. However, most of us don't stop to consider 
the historical reasons behind the celebration. 

The French term Mardi Gras actually translates into 
the words "Fat Tuesday," which is the day that precedes 
Ash Wednesday. Southerners have broadened the mean
ing of the words to cover the entire two-to-three week 
celebration of Mardi Gras. 

According to Carnival, American Style by Samuel 
Kinser, Mardi Gras first developed its usages from the 
church's rules concerning Lent. These rules prohibited 
eating meat and discouraged sexual intercourse, during 
Lent Mardi Gras was a way for people to enjoy them
selves before having to abide by these strict rules. 

Documentation exists of pre-Lent festivities be
lieved by some to be associated with Mardi Gras as early 
as A.O. 1140 in Europe. According to K.inser's book, a 
Roman text written in 1140 describes the public killing 
of animals before the pope and other Roman upper-class 
citizens after a parade through the city. 

After the 16th century, Mardi Gras passed into 
American culture with a reputation of being a gaudy and 
pleasurable experience. 

The first celebration in New Orleans that seemed to 
have any relation to Mardi Gras was the Parisian Carni
val during the late 18th century and the first half of the 
19th century. This celebration lasted seven days, from 
Thursday to Ash Wednesday. 

For the more wealthy, there were private masked 
balls and banquets, but there were also parades for every
one to enjoy. 

For those of us who do not wish to make the trip to 
New Orleans this year, our own Galveston celebration of 
Mardi Gras is much closer to home. 

The celebration began Feb. 4 and ends Feb. 15 with 
a salute to Greek mythology. 

Mardi Gras was revived on Galveston Island nine 
years ago by George Mitchell who owns several hotels 
in Galveston and developed the Woodlands north of 
Houston. 

According to a handout from the city of Galveston, 
, the final parade on Fat Tuesday will be at the Strand 
Feb. 15, 6:30 pm. It will feature the Mystic Krewe of 
Aquarius, with costumed krewe members, beads :uid dou
bloons. For more information, call (409) 763-0820. 

Stone Free albuID tribute to Hendrix 
By MICHAEL BAUMGARTNER 
Starr Reporter 

Not since the late 1960s has there been a more in
fluential guitarist than Jimi Hendrix. His trance-like gui
tar technique has been essential to listeners and paved the 
way for musicians, such as Stevie Ray Vaughan, Lenny 
Kravitz and Smashings Pumpkins. 

On the new album, Stone Free, Hendrix's influence 
is clearly shown by renditions of his songs performed by 
various musicians. the album is the work of 14 bands. 

The album's opener is a tasteless disco version of 
Hendrix's most popular song, "~le Haze," talentlessly 
redone by the 1980s pop group, The Cure. . 

Eric Clapton, one of Hendrix's closest friends, does 
a near perfect copy of the title track, "Stpne Free," and 
the album's third track, "Spanish Castle Magic," is beau
tifully redone by the 1990s funk-rock quartet, The Spin 
Doctors. 

Other renditions of Hendrix's masterpieces are grace
fully interpreted by the likes of Living Colour, Buddy 
Guy, Seal and Jeff Beck, P.M. Dawn and Belly. These 
bands don't sound exactly like Hendrix, but put their 
own sound and quality to his songs, so you get to hear 
what the songs sound like from a different perspective. 

"Bold as Love," the first song on side two, was re
done by 1980s rock group, The Pretenders, in a mysti
cal, mood-altering way. 

Spring plays, auditions 
By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

The final performance dates of James Goldman's The 
Lion in Winter in the College of the Mainland Arena 
Theatre are Feb. 17 through 20. 

Auditions for John Steinbeck's Grapes of Wrath 
were already held. The play runs April 7 through May 1. 

Auditions for the new Neil Simon comedy which 
has not been announced will be March 27 at 1:30 p.m. 
and March 28 at 7 p.m. in the COM Arena Theatre. The 
comedy will run June 22 through 26. 

Auditions for Peter Pan will be April 10 at 1:30 
p.m. and April 11 at 7 p.m. in the COM theater and 

• April 17 at 1:30 p.m. at the University of Houston
Clear Lake. The musical runs July 21 through Aug. 7. 

Evening performances are Thursday through Satur
day at 8. Matinee performances are Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 
For tickets or more information call (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, Ext 345. . 

Slash, guitarist for Guns ' N ' Roses, and Paul Rod
gers, ex-lead singer for the 1970s rock group, Bad Com

pany, teamed up with some of Hendrix's old bandmates, 
The Band of Gypsies, for a heavy, guitar-filled version 
of, "I Don't Live Today." . 

The highlight of the album is the last track, a rendi
tion of the song, "Hey, Baby (Land of the New Rising 
Sun)," which is powerfully mastered by the group, 
M.A.C.C. M.A.C.C. consists of members of the 1990s 
bands, Pearl Jam and Soundgarden. 

Although Jimi Hendrix lived to be only 27, he still 
lives through his music. Ironically, even though Hendrix 
died in 1970, most of his albums are being sold to peo
ple who, like me, were not even born when he died. 

Everyone should own at least one of Jimi Hendrix's 
albums, and Stone Free is definitely the album that 
should be on everyone's shelf. 

COM student Rodney Conley tries his best to get 
through the obstructed doors on northeast entrance 
of the Learning Resource Center Feb. 4. To 
temporarily secure the doors, the custodians placed 
a chair through the doors' push bars. 

(Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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Nancy vs. Tonya 
in clash of skaters 

Derek 
Warren 

By now most of us have become hooked on 
the Tonya Harding vs. Nancy Kerrigan battle. For 
those who have become confused or can't remem
ber all the details, here is the recap. 

On Jan. 6 the figure skating world r,-as rocked 
by what seemed to be another case of an obsessed 
fan trying to knock out the competition. Nancy 
Kerrigan, the United States' best hope for a gold 
medal at the 1994 Winter Olympics, was clubbed 
on the knee with a collapsible nightstick as she 
walked off the ice after practice at the U.S. Figure 
Skating Championships in Detriot, Mich. 

Within hours Detroit police had a description 
of the man eyewitnesses saw running from the 
scene. Shane Stant was later arrested in connection 
with the attack. From there the story began to get 
wild and confusing. Within days three men had 
been arrested: Stant, Derrick Smith, Stant's uncle 
and Shawn Eckardt, Tonya Harding's bodyguard 

The plot thickened as Harding won the U.S. 
Championship and a place on the Olympic team. 

Kerrigan began her rehabilitation and soon 
was back practicing her Olympic routine. 

The focus then shifted from Kerrigan to Hard
ing. Everybody wanted to know what part Harding 
played in the attack. Within weeks Harding's ex -
husband Jeff Gillooly was arrested in connection 
with the attack. Investigators working on the case 
spent days investigating Gillooly and trying to get 
to the bottom of this twisted plot to help Harding 
win the gold. When Gillooly finished with investi
gators, he pleaded guilty to a lesser charge of 
racketeering, but would continue to implicate 
Harding in the attack. He was sentenced to two 
years in prison and a fine of $100,000. 

Harding met with investigators and later is
sued a statement admitting she knew people close 
to her had been in on the attack, but said she knew 
about it only after the attack occurred She stated 
that she had no prior knowledge of the attack. 

All this has led to Harding's questionable stat
us on the Olympic team. An Olympic committee 
was formed to see whether or not there was enough 
evidence of her participation in the attack to bar 
her from competing in the Olympics. 

Kerrigan has since completely healed and per
formed for Olympic judges in order to win a spot 
on the Olympic team. Kerrigan now will travel to 
Lillehammer, Norway, the site of the 1994 Winter 
Games. She also performed for the first time since 
the attack on Feb. 4 and skated, according to some 
reports, the best performance of her career. 

The debate of whether to keep Harding on the 
team seems to be the foremost topic in just about 
all conversations. But, from this editor's view
point, Harding is innocent until proven guilty. In 
addition, Kerrigan may not ever feel she has truly 
won unless she competes against Harding in Nor
way and has the gold medal placed around her neck. 
Then, and only then, can Kerrigan walk up to 
Harding and say: "Sticks and stones may break my 
bones, but you're still a loser!" 

Members of the College of the Mainland Men's Spring Soccer Team, which plays in the Bay Area Soccer League on 
Sundays,are, front row, from left: Hoang Huynh, An Chu, Doug Hiser, Alex Ozburn and Tad Costin. Back row, from 
left: Trey James, Le Vinh, Wayne Ban Deman, Matt Sweatt, Jon Joy and coach Anthony Puig. The team played 
against Alvin and won the first game 4-3 at the Nessler Center in, Texas City, Feb. 6. 

Season opens for COM soccer 
By DEREK WARREN 
Sports Editor 

For the second semester College of the Mainland 
has a soccer league. COM has two teams, men's and 
women's, which will compete as part of the Bay Area · 
Soccer League. 

"Some students expressed interest in creating a soc
cer team here," said Maryann Urick, coordinator of Rec
reational Programs, "so we found the local soccer league, 
Bay Area Soccer League and joined." COM will compete 
against teams from League City, Sagemont, Alvin 
Community College, Clear Lake, Galveston and Texas 
City, and will also compete against any other teams who 
join the league during the season. 

The league, which began on Feb. 6, plays games 

every Sunday and continues until May 1. Any COM stu
dent can join at any time. 

According to Urick the women's soccer team desper
ately needs more players. The women played a game 
Feb. 6, but did not have enough members for a full 
team. 

The men's team, coached by Anthony Puig, holds 
practice sessions at 3:30 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays 
at the COM field. 

The women's team practices every Tuesday and 
Thursday at 5:30 p.m. at Godard Park in Texas City and 
is coached by COM students Brian Clark and Darrell 
John. 

Any COM student interested in joining either team 
should contact Urick at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
3991, Ext. 417. . 

Spring into COM event~, activities, sports 
By DEREK WARREN 
Sports Editor 

We have entered a new semester at College of the 
Mainland and with it comes a new selection of sports 
leagues and events for students and the community to 
participate in. These events and sports leagues are spon
sored by the Student Activities Board. 

Once again COM will participate in the Gulf Coast 
Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day. The Spring 
Sports Day will be held at Lee College in Baytown 
March 3. 

To take part in the various GCIC Sports Day 
events, students must compete in the preliminary com
petions at COM. Prelims for tennis will be held Feb. 16 
at 3:30 p.m. in Room P-112 of the Physical Education 
Building, the gym. Students must sign up by Feb. 16. 

The 8-ball tournament will be held Feb. 17 at 12:30 
p.m. with the winners moving on to compete at Sports 
Day. Students must sign up in the gym by Feb. 17. 

The 3-on-3 basketball tournament will be held Feb. 
21 at 2 p.m. Students must register by Feb. 21. 

A GCIC Bowling Sports Day which will be held 
March 8 at Brazosport College. Students must sign up 
in the gym by March 7. 

In addition to all the events leading up to Sports 
Day, the SAB also has scheduled other special activities. 

COM and the Gulfcoast Regional Blood Center of 
Houston will hold a blood drive in the Student Center 
Feb. 15 and 16 from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. each day. 

The SAB will hold the Sex Bowl Feb. 24 at 12:30 
p.m. in the Student Center. This game show will test 
your knowledge about sex. So put a team together and 
join the fun. 

A Run/Walk For Your Heart is set for Feb. 26 at 
8:30 p.11}. Students must sign up by Feb. 18. 

· The second free movie of the semester, The Three 
Musketeers, is set for Friday and Saturday, March 4 and 
5, at 7 p.m. in the Learning Resource Center Auditori
um. All in the community are invited. 

SAB calendars with all the upcoming activities may 
be picked up in the gym. · 



Team Cup member Mihai Bagiu steadily holds his form on the parallel bars. He then ascends into a handstand 
position as his coach Ed Burch and fellow athletes watch. COM hosted the GymMasters Invitational and 
Team Cup competition Jan. 21 and 23 in the Physical Education Building. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

COM hosts·GymMasters meet 
By SUSAN LITTLETON 
Photography Editor 

"Five minutes, competitors you have five 
minutes before the final start of the compulsory 
competition," announced Kevin Mazeika, meet di
rector of the 1994 GymMasters Invitational and 
Team Cup competitions. The men's gymnastics 
meet was held in the College of the Mainland gym 
Jan. 21 through Jan. 23. 

Approximately 350 athletes, ranging in age 
from 7 to 22, consisting of 35 different teams in 
competition. 

The Mount Royal team came from Calgary, 
Canada, and the remaining 34 teams came from 
Georgia, Louisiana, Minnesota, Mississippi, Mis
souri, New Mexico, North Carolina, Oklahoma 
and Texas. 

This particular meet is one of the largest in 
the nation, explained Diana Baimbridge, who has 
gone to numerous meets. She is the mother and 
chief supporter of Clay Baim bridge, a gymnast for 
one of the GymMasters teams. 

The first and third nights of the three nights of 
competition consisted of compulsory routines; the 
second night featured the optional routines. 

The meet gave the younger athletes competi
tion experience and allowed the elites, who are the 
oldest and/or most experienced gymnasts, to pre
pare for the nationals. The ultimate purpose of 
these meets is to prepare the athletes for the winter 
nationals and eventually the Summer Olympics. 

The elite athletes included Mihai Bagiu, Rob
ert Kieffer, Keith Brown, Chad Duncan, Michael 
Pena, David Marus and Erin Montague of the 
United States, and Peter Ringlein of Canada. These 
gymnasts are members of the various teams that 
competed in the meet. 

To be in the elite division a gymnast must be. 
the best in some of the six events, be 16 or older 
and be able to perform at a high level of achieve
ments in the floor exercise, pommel horse, vault, 
horizontal bar, rings and parallel bars. 

Seven national judges and six International 
Amateur Gymnastic Federation (FIG) judges rated 

performances. 
National judge, J.T. Fletcher, explained that a 

judge must rule according to FIG rules despite 
what the audience might expect of him. 

"At times a judge will make a bad call and re
alize his mistake, but once the score has been re
layed then it's too late," Fletcher said. Sometimes 
if there is a head judge he will make the final 
choice for both judges. 

Among the outstanding gymnasts, 22-year-old 
Bagiu of the Gold Cup Gymnastics team, stood 
out for his popularity with the crowd and his ex
perience as the seventh ranked gymnast in the na
tion. Bagiu just finished competing in the 1994 
Winter Nationals in Colorado Springs, Colo., 
Feb. 4 and 5. 

The awe on the faces of the audience and Ba
giu's fellow competiors as they watched him per
form showed who they thought would be the next 
gold medalist contender in the 1996 Olympics. 

Gold Cup team coach Ed Burch is known as a 
strong motivator among his students. Burch said 
that "to watch the progress and the development of 
the kids motivates" him to continue teaching. To 
see their determination keeps him and the gym
nasts from quitting he said Burch has been a coach 
for 20 years and in those years he has had several 
national winners and one gold medalist from the 
1992 Summer Olympics. 

On Jan. 22, the second night of the individual 
competition at COM, Bagiu ranked first with an 
all-around 55.95 score putting Kieffer in second 
52.8 and Brown, 52.15. The all-around score is a 
compilation of the scores from the individual 
events. 

Though Bagiu accumulated numerous high 
scores, the Gold Cup team came in second and had 
to relinquish their first-place team trophy to the 
Gym~ters team. 

After five rotations in the optional compe
tions, the GymMasters team accumulated a total 
score of 174.30, the Gold Cup team, 167.70. The 
Houston Gymnastics Club had a total score of 
165.20; Minnesota Gymnastics, 164.45; Atlanta 
Gym, 159.45; and Capital 156.55. 
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Outdoor Club sees 
nature first hand 
By DANIEL PARKER 
Staff Reporter 

In January College of the Mainland's Outdoor Club 
hiked at Dinosaur Valley State Park which is northwest 
of Waco. The park is well known for its exposed dino
saur tracks in various places in the streambed. The sur
prise trip in February was to Enchanted Rock State Nat
ural Area near Fredericksburg. 

The purpose of the Outdoor Club is to bring togeth
er people with a common interest in the promotion and 
enjoyment of the outdoors, according to club sponsor 
Maryann Urick. 

"boring school and in the classroom it's harder to 
interact with your students when everyone is concentrat
ing on learning," Urick, coordinator of Recreational Pro
grams, explained. "When you spend a weekend with peo
ple you tend to bond more." 

The outings are open to students and community 
members 18 and older as are the meetings, which are 
held the first Wednesday of each month. Trips are dis
cussed at the meetings which usually feature a guest 
speaker and slide show of the previous excursion. 

Activities remaining for this semester include two 
canoe trips and a visit to Matagora Island. 

For more information consult the spring Continu
ing Education catalog of classes, or contact Urick at 
(713}280-3991 or (409) 938-1211, Ext 418. 

Houston rodeo features 
country/western stars 
By SUSAN LITTLETON 
Photography Editor 

"Yee Haw!" It's time once again for the annual 
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo. 

Each of the 18 rodeo performances features star en
tertainment, beginning at 7 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 19, 
with Clint Black; the first Sunday twilight performance, 
Feb. 20, at 4 p.m., will feature Alan Jackson; the week 
continues with 7 p.m. performances: Wynonna, Mon
day, Feb. 21; Reba McEntire, Tuesday and Wednesday, 
Feb. 22 and 23; Frankie Beverly & Maze and Gladys 
Knight, Thursday, Feb. 24; Randy Travis, Friday, Feb. 
25. The Saturday matinee is at 11 am. and features Billy 
Ray Cyrus. Saturday evening brings Willie Nelson with 
Paul Buskirk and Clay Walker to 

0

the Astrodome at 7 
p.m. 

The second week of entertainment kicks off with a 
"Go Tejano" twilight performance at 4 p.m. on Sunday, 
Feb. 27, featuring Selena, and Ram Herrea. The week's 
action keeps rolling with the return of George Strait for 
two performances, Monday and Tuesday, Feb. 28, and 
March 1, beginning at 7 each night The week continues 
with the 7 p.m. rodeo performances featuring Tanya 
Tucker and John Michael Montgomery, Wednesday, 
March 2;, Doug Stone and Tracy Lawrence, Thursday, 
March 3; and a triple bill featuring Mark Chesnut, Tracy 
Byrd and Doug Supernaw, Friday, March 4. Trisha Year
wood teams up with Billy Dean for the Saturday, March 
5, matinee show at 11 a.m.; Vince Gill is scheduled for 
the Saturday night performance at 7. Brooks and Dunn 
perform for the final March 6 rodeo at 4 p.m. 

The 1994 Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo 
opens with a horse show competition Wednesday, Feb. 
16. Rodeo and other livestock show competition begins 
Saturday, Feb. 19. All events conclude March 6. 

Tickets for these numerous events may be purchased 
at any Ticketmaster outlet including Blockbuster Music, 
Foley's, Sears and Sound Warehouse locations and the 
Astrodome box office. Tickets also may be charged by 
phone at 629-3700 or at (713) 1-800-726-1313. Visa, 
Mastercard, American Express and Discover Cards are ac
cepted. 
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New graphic arts instuctor Coleena Brown, on left, talks with students. from left clockwise, Maree Doo, Karen Pepin, 
Randi Stephens and Teresa Marullo about their directed studies projects. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

Graphic arts offers publishing path 
By JENNIFER H. WOESTE 
Staff Reporter 

Have you ever wondered how a few graphics and 
typed words can be turned into a sophisicated color bro
chure or newsletter for a fancy hotel or automotive com
pany? 

Using a little creativity, computers and grid paper, 
some College of the Mainland students are finding out 
exactly how to conquer this mystery in the graphic arts 
department Graphic arts may sound slightly ambigious. 
However, COM's two-semester certificate program, 
which is well-defined and structured, can lead you to a 
fulfilling career in desktop publishing and design. 

Though COM has offered a graphic arts program for 
22 years, the teaching material has changed drastically to 
reflect industry's advancements, said Sandra Devall, 
graphic arts department chairwoman. 

Considering the multitude of advancements in the 
graphic arts industry since the explosion of computer 
technology in the 1980s, it is a dynamic and exciting 
time to be in the industry, Devall said. Technology has 
reshaped how publication pieces are produced in the 
1990s. Currently, almost everything from newspapers to 
brochures are designed using a computer, printed and 
then taken to press. Until the 1980s, most layouts were 
completed using a "cold" type process, which meant in
dividual letters were inputted on a keyboard, stored on a 
tape and outputted on a typesetter. Today's computer 
equipment greatly reduces turnaround times to complete 
projects and allows for more flexibility to create and de
sign publication pieces. 

Students who have a knowledge of design princi
ples, a sense for color, an ability to recognize abstracts, 
artistic abilities and accurate typing skills are encouraged 
to examine class offerings. 

Every graduate of this certificate program has an op
portunity to master at least one program from each of 
the five major packages. These include: Word Process
sing -- Microsoft Word, Word Perfect; Page layout -
Pagemaker or QuarkXpress; Drawing -- Adobe Il~ustra
tor, Freehand, Corel; Photographic -- Adobe Photoshop; 
Multi-Media -- Persuasion and Adobe Dimensions. 

Not only do students gain a deep understanding of 
computer programs, but they also graduate with an ex
tensive portfolio, which is the key to success in this 
field, Devall said. At the conclusion of the program, stu-

dents can display at least five pieces of work in each 
printing category: business packages (letterheads, enve
lopes and business cards), long documents (reports), ad
vertising, newsletters/newspapers and forms (invitations, 
tickets, receipts). 

Co-op allows a student to gain on-the-job experi
ence by working at a paid position with an employer for 
a semester. Many graphic arts students co-op in their 
second semester to receive practical experience. Co-op 
positions are available at differing sizes and types of 
companies, such as University of Texas Medical Branch, 
American National Insurance Company, NASA contrac
tors, high-end printing shops and small businesses to 
name a few. 

A unique feature of COM's graphic arts program is 
students opportunity to learn the whole publication pro
cess, including the print shop aspect. In many col_lege 
programs, students do not necessarily see how their de
sign on the computer comes to life in the print shop 
through the off-set printing techniques. By understanding 
how a design interacts with the restrictions of the print 
shop, students have an edge on their competition. A de
sign can look beautiful on the computer or on a print
out sheet, but it may not be printable. In the business 
world, this scenario translates into a very unhappy cus
tomer who has spent a great deal of money on a design 
that cannot be printed. 

"Despite all the amazing capabilities of computers 
and equipment today, if the finished piece does not cause 
the reader to read it easier, then the designer might as 
well just ball it up and toss it out," Devall said. 

"Graphic artists today must have the same attitude 
as the earlier type people: the reader is most important. 
Our obligation still belongs to the reader." 

Upon graduation, students obtain positions as 
graphic designers, desktop publishers, typographers and 
press operators in corporations, advertising agencies, 
small businesses and print shops. 

This fall will bring some new additions to the 
graphic arts department, including advanced design and 
color classes. 

Emerging markets in the graphic arts industry are in 
the pre-press color and multi-media programs. Graphic 
arts is a fast-paced and rewarding industry; however, 
changes and learning the advancements in technology are 
a never-ending learning process, Devall said 

New graphic arts 
teacher enjoys cl~es 
By JENNIFER H. WOESTE 
Starr Reporter 

The College of the Mainland graphic arts department 
has recently added a valuable asset to its faculty. Coleena 
Brown, a native of the Galveston area, began this semes
ter as a full-time graphic arts instructor after interning 
two semesters here. 

Brown brings a strong background of desktop pub
lishing and design, communications and public relations 
expertise to her classes. While completing her bachelor 
of arts degree in media studies at University of Houston
Clear Lake, Brown interned ·at Fox's Channel 26 station, 
which exposed her to broadcast journalism as she assist
ed with "City Under Siege" newscasts. Upon graduation, 
Brown worked in a medical facility's marketing and pub
lic relations department for a year. 

When Brown began her graduate program, she dis
covered her passion in the communications field was for 
the graphic arts, which includes desktop publishing and 
design on computers. 

"I have a lot of energy and motivation, and realized 
graphic arts is a good match to my personality," Brown 
said Upon receiving her bachelor of arts degree in media 

.studies, she went on to the master's of humanities pro
gram at UHCL, which afforded Brown an excellent op
portunity to develop her graphic arts interest. Interning 
20 hours or more a week as an assistant graphic arts in
structor at COM gave Brown a taste of how teaching 
would be, and furthered her expertise. This opportunity 
gave her an inside view of the possibility to really help 
students develop, Brown said 

Working as the coordinator of (computer) lab activi
ties in COM's graphic arts department last spring rein
forced Brown's excitement with the graphic arts program. 
And then, "this summer was a great learning experience 

as I was able to participate in setting up the advanced 
graphic arts lab for Ethernet capabilities," Brown said. 
Ethernet allows computer stations to send and receive all 
kinds of information, such as brochures, newsletters, or 
reports, from other computer stations. This computer-to
computer exchange of information saves money, time 
and paper. 

When Brown is not preparing for or teaching her 
GRAA 1430 (Desktop Publishing and Typography I) 
and GRAA 2470 (Directed Studies and Co-op) classes, 
she is completing her last course at UHCL toward her 
master's in humanities, which she will be awarded scho
lastic honors in May. Though this strenous schedule 
does not leave much time for leisure, Brown enjoys 
spending time with her parents and five siblings, when 

possible. She also juggles her schedule to make arrange
ments for her wedding in October. Even though this is a 
demanding schedule, Brown thrives on the opportunity. 

"I enjoy teaching at COM because of the impact on 
students," Brown said. "It is rewarding to be able to help 
others grow and develop. I love going the extra mile to 
help people succeed." 

Students easily notice Brown's enthusiasm and help
fulness in her teaching style. Brown credits her comfort 
level in the classroom to her' department for taking a To
tal Quality Management approach, which encourages de
partments to act as teams and to empower staff mem
bers. TQM's approach td work relations helps the staff 
to feel welcomed and encouraged, which is especially im
portant when you are a new faculty member, Brown said 

TQM is being implemented in all departments and 
areas of COM. The process began January 1993. 

COM's graphic arts program will continue to grow 
to keep up with the industry's rapid developments. The 
department plans to add additional color and design class
es next fall, Brown said. 



Charlie King, political satirist, guitarist and 
folksinger, entertains COM students and public 

_ with two performances Jan. 31 in the Learning 
Resource Center Auditorium. King, who bas 
performed at COM for the last eight years, sings 
songs about subjects, such as homelessness, gun 
control, violent crimes, government scandals and 
hope. King bas traveled throughout the United 
States singing about the problems of America as 
well as its history. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

Help save lives, 
donate your junker 
By BARBARA LEWIS 
Staff Reporter 

Now you can clean up your yard, help charity and 
receive a tax deduction. 

The National Kidney Foundation of Southeast Texas 
Inc. will give you the opportunity to do all three just by 
picking up your phone. 

When you call (713) 622-7440, the foundation will 
pick up your old "junker" and give you a tax deduction 
for the market value of the vehicle. Junkers include cars, 
trucks, RV's and boats. They need not be in working 
condition. Call today and be a donor. 

The Houston-based association of the National Kid
ney Foundation, chartered in 1964, established this pro- -
gram more than 10 years ago as a way to raise money 
and clean up neighborhoods, said Loretta Roy of the Na
tional Kidney Foundation of Southeast Texas Inc. The 
goal for 1994 is to raise more than $75,000 in the 39 
counties the Southeast foundation represents, including 
Galveston County. 

The National Kidney Foundation's ultimate goal is 
to totally eradicate kidney disease, which strikes 20 mil
lion people and claims about 80,000 lives a year in the 
United States. According to the foundation's literature 
110,000 people nationwide depend upon a dialysis ma
chine. 

In Texas alone, every 25th person is affected by kid
ney disease and every 30th person dies of the disease. 

The National Kidney Foundation uses monetary do
nations for research, public and professional education, 
and organ donation. Roy said anyone wishing additional 
information about organ donation and support groups 
may call (713) 622-7440 or FAX 622-8375. 

The foundation may also be contacted at The Na
tional Kidney Foundation of Southeast Texas Inc.,1535 
West Loop South, Suite 320, Houston, Texas, 77027. 
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All cultures welcome in OAAC 
By BARBARA LEWIS 
Staff Reporter 

The Organization of African-American Culture, 
which is open to all College of the Mainland students, 
faculty and staff, meets the second and fourth Thursday 
of each month at 12:30 p.m. in the Sun Room of the 
Student Center. 

The organiz.ation was founded in 1978, according to 
COM counselor Leroy August, a former sponsor. At 
that time the group was called the Black Student Union. 

Physical education Professor Al Bass said the 
group's name was changed to OAAC when he took over 
as sponsor in 1988. The students wanted to change the 
name so that everyone could be included, he said. The 
group's purpose is to offer support to members as well 
as afford everyone the opportunity to learn about the Af
rican-American culture. 

The organization sponsors a variety of events and 
activities throughout the year. For the most recent event 
12 students and three OAAC advisers traveled to College 
Station for the Southwestern Black Student Leadership 
Conference held at Texas A&M University Jan. 20 
through Jan. 23. 

One of the OAAC members who attended the con
ference, COM campus police officer Jeanette Swindell, 
said, "The main theme was self-love, motivation and de
termination. We felt unified, both speakers and stu
dents." She added that more than 1,000 students nation-

wide converged on the Texas A&M campus for the 
conference. 

The OAAC has several events planned for the com
ing months. The group will sponsor a COM student in 
the Galveston County Miss Juneteenth Pageant June 10, 
Swindell said. Contestants must be single, African
American and between the ages of 17 and 24. June 3 is 
the last day to enter. The pageant begins at 7:30 p.m. in 
the ballroom of the Flagship Hotel 

For February, which is Black History Month, the 
group is planning a fashion show Feb. 24 at 12:30 p.m. 
in the Student Center. 

To conclude the spring semester the OAAC will 
have an awards banquet April 29. 

For the concluding event of the fall semester, the 
OAAC featured as guest speaker, inventor and scientist 
Howard D. Rollins III. 

The OAAC officers are Ronald Gordon, president; 
Tonya Moore, vice president; Janel Green, secretary; 
Otis Gatson and Marquita Sam, chaplins; and Ken Alex
ander, Student Advisory Council representive. 

Anthony Hawkins, director of Career Development 
and Job Placement, is the organization's sponsor/adviser. 

Dr. Vanneise A. Collins, assistant to the president 
for Equal Educational Opportunity, made all the arrange
ments for the January leadership conference. Dr. Collins 

also assists the OAAC by putting together a calendar of 
events. 

Old Club Christian gets refreshing start 
By DAWN LAURSEN 
Asisstant Editor 

In today's world people are looking for something of 
substance. Something that can be counted on, something 
real. People are looking for something that is outside the 
gray areas of their lives. 

College of the Mainland's new "Out of the Grey" 
Christian club may be just the group for a student to 
find the black -and the white sides of life, and also find 
fun and fellowship with other Christians. 

In an effort to find something solid here on the 
COM campus, student Rick Sparks, the president of the 
club, decided to find out what was available. Through a 
bit of research Sparks discovered that what had been 
known as COMs Club Christian came to an end last 
spring. There was still a budget, but no club. 

Sparks said that he and several others on campus 
"got together and we prayed about it." He added, "We 
thought there should be some kind of Bible study group 
that could meet." 

Sparks and his friends gathered 15 to 16 people for 
the Bible study, and they began to meet regularly the 
second week of the fall semester on Thursdays in the Ad
ministration Building. 

"We decided to lalce on the form of Club Christian, 
Sparks said. "We were planning on changing our name 
because we didn't want to be represented by the old name 
of Club Christian, because of_what had happened -we 

By DANIEL PAR~R 
Staff Reporter-

The College of the Mainland discount card, 
now in its second year. is available to all students. 
faculty and staff in the Physical .Educati.ou Build
ing, tbe gym. _·. -·•• _ ... _. . __ / __ 

Too card; which is provided to the cdllege at 
n~ cost by Targ~tP.µl;lishing CompartY.(Q{~if 

::!:::!:f-t:tS::t )1aty~Uriek~!~t -
.Some of th~ .saving's on this year's cai:4 m~ 

bury the old name and not worry about that. We wanted 
to represent something new, something fresh, something 
different. We are a multi-denominational group." 

1be ciub's main focus is "promoting Christ on cam
pus," Sparks said. "We ate still in the organizing part of 
it; we're trying to get more leadership, and more people 
involved in it." 

The club's goal is to reach other people on campus 
and "to have special speakers from time to time who 

will talk on issues that students are dealing with here on 
campus and to have some fun," Sparks said. "We are in
terested in reaching out on campus as much as possible. 
Anyone is invited to our meetings. Mainland Communi
ty Church meets here on campus every Sunday in the au
ditorium." 

Out of the Grey is a ministry for everyone. "The 
more the merrier I think," Sparks said. "It's a chance for 
other Christians to know the club is here." 

The club offers encouragement for those who think 
they are alone in their faith and beliefs here on campus. 
Sparks added, "It's nice to know that others share your 
view of Christ first." 

People are looking for something of substance, 
something real. "It's the catchy thing," Sparks said. "I 
think it is because of the times right now; calling for 
that unity, otherwise this nation is going to fall." 

Everyone is invited to join the club which · meets 
every Thursday during College Hour in Room A-148. 

elude discounts .aiYMr. Gaiti's Pizza. Wendy's 
Hamburgers m Texas City and Dickinson~ Regis 
Hairstylists, Goideti. Coiia1, ···ciCi's Pizza and 
Church's Chicken~ as well as special deals at The 
Optometry Grouv. Popeye's Chicken in La. _ 
Marque~ Firestone Automotive, Ultta Clean Dry 
Cleaners in La Marque, Sonic in La Marque and 
Sctil~skyts Sandw;iches. All locations are in Tex". 
as City unless Otbenyise noted. ___ . 

Sav,ings are nofvhlid with any other:. offer and 
are good fol' the entife year. 
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Students at work! 

Students in Gloria Parratt's senior adult fabic cl~ work diligently on their festive T-shirts for Mardi Gras. 
The class meets every Tuesday in the Student Center in Room SC-212. Class members from left are Elizabeth 
Wood, Lucille Hurst, Lylah Bell, Patty Boyd and Jeanne Eardley. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

Humanities Team: TQM works 
Continued from Page 1 

past fall this same process took only two weeks. Only 
the team had to agree to the special purchase. 

Stallings added that the TQM concept is working 
well for the team and none of the members would want 
to go back to the old way of management. 

Dr. Sanders, who became a team member in Au
gust, added that he accepted the COM teaching position 
over many other job prospects including a post-doctoral 
fellowship at Baylor University in Waco because he fa
vored the idea of the TQM system of management. 

During the open comment portion of the meeting, 
Ben Hernandez, of Dickinson, spoke on his intentions to 
either be appointed by the Board or to run in an election 
to fill the vacant Board position left vacant by Ed Wes
ley. 

Hernandez, a graduate of COM, is presently working 
on his bachelor's degree in occupational technology at 
the University of Houston. He has worked on many 
community programs in Dickinson and.has been active 
in both the Texas City and La Marque School districts. 
He added that his daughter is now a student at COM. 

"I believe the college should be more involved in in
dustry and that the college should be used as a platform 
for continued education," Hernandez stated in a telephone 
interview. 

"A community college needs to be able to appeal 
more to the ·students, and the government involved in 
making policies for the school should, at this level, have 
more student involvement", he added. "The people who 
pay the tuition and work the hours should have more say 
in the policies adopted by the college." 

According to the Jan. 28 issue of the Texas City 
Sun others contending for the position are Rodney Trent 
Player, a law clerk for a Galveston law firm, Dan Doyle, 
CO Ms retired director of financial aid and Nancy Sanders 
of Texas City. 

Although the Board met for more than halt an hour 
in executi-.re session. the members made no decision on 

filling the vacant Board position. 
The first emergency item discussed by the Board was 

the consideration of changes in the Tax Abatement 
Agreement with Phibro Energy U.S.A. The agreement 
gives Phibro $200 million to expand its Texas City fa
cility and includes up to seven years of tax breaks. 

The changes were minor, considered only to make 
the contract between COM and Phibro consistent with 
standards of government agencies who need to approve 
the agreement for the expansion to take place. 

Yet one change which was discussed at length was 
the article that addressed the technology that would be 
applied to environmental protection in the expanded fa
cility. 

Phibro representative Frank Smith repeatedly at
tempted to coerce the Board into accepting state agency 
standards for environmental protection control systems. 
"The latest technology is not always the most practical 
or cost-efficient he emphasized." 

The original abatement text stated that Phibro would 
be willing to use the latest technology to preserve the 
environment. The standard that is set by the state is a 
lower level of technology. 

Board member James E. Butler commented: "We 
must demand that industry uses the highest standards to 
protect the environment Can we afford not to?" 

Board members, Jimmy Jones and Bennie Mat
thews, quickly agreed that it would be in the local com
munity's best interest to amend the abatement by chang
ing the text to read that Phibro would endeavor to use 
the best available technology in environmental protec
tion. The vote was unanimous despite Smith's efforts. 

The second emergency item discussed was the con
sideration of a loan agreement with the State Energy 
Conservation Office to build an Energy Management 
System at COM. The state agency would reimburse
COM for all expenditures used in building this system 
and offered COM a 1 percent lower interest rate than 
originally offered by Bank One in Houston. The Board 
unanimously voted to accept the loan agreemen1. 

Club auctions men 
to fund Hawaii trip 
By MARCE DOO 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland choir club, the Vocal 
Senate, had a fund-raiser in keeping with the St. Valen
tine's Day theme in the Student Center during College 
Hour Feb. 10. 

The Vocal Senate, after rejecting a slave day fQDd
raiser, decided to sell men in a public auction, said choir 
student Mary Anderson, who is in charge of fund-raisers. 
Oub members persuaded 21 men to allow themselves to 
be sold. 

First the men were paraded onto the stage and back 
down as a group for the women to view. Then club 
members led most of the men onto the stage separately. 
Before the men were bid on, the moderator gave a dis
cription and some of the likes and dislikes of each man. 
Women in the audience bid on their man of choice. 

The highest bid was $65, the lowest bid was $5. 

Some of the students who were auctioned off includ
ed Ken Barber, Sean Vincent, Jim Garcia and Sherman 
Murphy, Anderson said 

After each woman paid for her "dream" man she 
made arrangements for a date, paying for everything. 
Some of the men came with gift certificates to various 
movie theaters and restaurants to help with the expenses. 

The money from the auction is being added to a 
growing pool of funds for a Vocal Senate trip to visit 
and sing in various states, such as Florida, Missouri and 
Texas. 

Most choirs go to standard areas such as those men
tioned, said James Heffel, Vocal Senate sponsor and 
choir director. However, the club members have "set 
their goals high to go to Hawaii." 

The money will sponsor two different choirs: the 
COM Singers, which is a standard choir group, and the 
Studio Singers, a show choir, said Heffel. 

The club hopes the auction, as well as other creative 
fund-raisers, will provide enough money for the group to 
be able to go on the tour. 

Heffel is proud of the club member's dedication, and 
that they have set a goal for themselves and plan to fol
low through with it. 

COMArt Gallery plans 
two exhibits in March 
By CHRISTINA KALA 

- Staff Reporter 

March is going to be a busy time for the College of 
the Mainland Art Gallery. The gallery will feature the 
Names Project March 7 through March .10, and the 
works of artists Charlie Sartewelle and Karen Garret
Koonf March 23 through April 13. 

The Names Project features two large quilts dedicat
ed to the victims of AIDS. 

Bart Loeser from the AIDS Foundation of Houston, 
Marissa Byerly from the AIDS Coalition of Coastal 
Texas, Inc. and George F. Barnhart from the AIDS Alli
ance of the Bay Area will speak about AIDS at a special 
presentation of the quilts in the Leaming Resource Cen
ter Auditorium, L-131, March 10, 7 to 8:30 p.m .. 

The second exhibit in March consists of found ob
jects put together in a 3-D fashion. The artists will give 
a presentation of their work in the Fine Arts Building, 
Room F-117, March 23 at 1 p.m. 

Students, faculty and staff are needed to watch the 
Names Project quilts March 7 through March 10. If you 
can help, contact art gallery Director Mona Marshall at 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 424/348. 



Lackey dies in crash 
Continued from Page 1---------

Peggy Silvertooth, former secretary of the in
dustrial education department, described Lackey as 
a "likeable fella." She said he was always jolly, 
had a pleasant word for everyone and was "willing 
to help anyone who needed help." 

After leaving COM, Lackey worked at the 
University of Texas Medical Branch in charge of 
fleet planning, according to the Texas City Sun. 

Georgia Ann Lackey was an art teacher at 
Dunbar Middle School in the Dickinson Indepen
dent School District. 

Upton Lackey is survived by his mother Ge
neva Lackey, his brother Dennis Gene Lackey, his 
daughters Delisa Bice and Dedra Lackey, and his 
nephew Brian Lackey. 

Georgia Ann Lackey is survived by her moth
er Melba Nelson, her sister Joan Tobias, her 
daughters Delisa Bice and Dedra Lackey, her niece 
Delana Pierce, and her nephews Houston Jackson 
and Lawerence Balcer. 

A scholarship fund has been established in the 
Lackeys' name. Donations can be made at Texas 
City National Bank and First National Bank of the 
Mainland in Dickinson. 

OAAC A&M trip success 
By BARBARA LEWIS 
Staff Reporter 

Who said all clubs are boring and the speakers put 
you to sleep? Certainly no one from the Organization of 
Africa-American Culture. 

Fifteen OAAC members represented College of the 
Mainland at the- sixth annuat Southwestern Black Stu
dent Leadership Conference held at Texas A&M Univer
sity in College Station. They returned home with enthu
siasm after three days of lectures and workshops. 

The conference theme was "Today's Black Leaders: 
Our Hope for Tomorrow," and its purpose was to discuss 
and provide solutions to problems and concerns affecting 
black communities. More than 1,000 students attended. 

The three advisers who accompanied the 12 students 
were James Shippy, director of COM Student Support 
Services; Jeanette Swindell, COM campus police officer; 
and Anthony Hawkins, director of COM Career Develop
ment and Job Placement, and OAAC sponsor/adviser. 

"Everyone was motivated, inspired and challenged," 
Swindell said. "We felt unified, both students and speak
ers. The speakers were all dynamic, especially Jesse 
Jackson Jr., Dr. Na'im Akbar, Dr. Juliann Malveaux and 
Dennis Rahiim Watson, just to name a few." 

A brochure produced by Texas A&M for the confer
ence listed the following data about the four speakers: 

Jackson Jr., the son of the Rev. Jesse Jackson, also 
is a human rights and policital activist and the youngest 
member of the Democratic National Committee. 

Dr. Akbar, a psychology professor at Florida State 
Univ~rsity in Tallahassee, authored five books on per
sonahty development of African-American people and is 
listed in Who's Who in Black America. 

Dr. Malveaux, a faculty member of the University 
of California in Berkeley, is vice president of the Trus
tees of the National Child Labor Committee. 

Watson, the executive director of the National Black 
~ outh Leadership Council, has been honored by the Na
t10nal Black Caucus with its National Black Leadership 
Roundtable/Avon Youth Award. 

Shippy presented a workshop at the conference on 
Black Male and Female Relationships. "I found the con-
ference inspiring, uplifting and very motivating." . 

OAAC President Ronald Gordon said the group 
learned how to communicate. "Have a positive attitude 
and hug three people every day because this world has 
lost touch with humanity." 
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Bass promotes early registration 
Continued from Page 1.-----------

"I should have been specific about where and who I 
had the problem with," Rittenhouse explained. "The pro
gram is working fine now." Rittenhouse was referring to 
the December 1993/nterCOM forum article which read 
in part, "He said he had to drop the class because the 
book didn't coincide with the course and that he didn't re
ceive adequate help from instructors and lab assistants." 

Dr. Donald G. Bass dean of Instruction and Student 
Development pointed out: "There is nothing we can do 
about problems with faculty and others unless we get the 
information back to people. I broadcast the information; 
I want it out there." 

Another complaint from Rittenhouse was the fact 
that there are no academic clubs on campus. Maryann 
Urick, coordinator of Recreational Programs, responded 
by reminding him and others that "any student interested 
in starting any kind of club, should go for it II Urick add
ed, "Nothing will stop it from happening; all that is 
needed is an interested student body, and then we can get 
a sponsor for the group." 

Dean Bass informed the group that registration by 
alphabetical order went well. However, he thought this 
was so because of the heavy early registration rather than 
tlte use of the alphabetical system. 

"That is something I really want to promote, early 
registration," Bass emphasized. "It's painless; you get 
better advice; it's more casual with faculty members. 
They have more time than in the heat of registration, so 
we really need to push early registration." 

For students wanting to cash their checks and stu
dents without bank accounts, Bass related that students 
can cash their checks at the designated college depository 
bank, the First State Bank in Hitchcock, or its branch 
office which isoomss fJ:om the Gulf.Greyhound Parle. 

"What's more," Bass stated, "this bank has a very 
progressive policy. You can establish a student account 
there for $1. I don't know if this is a recurring expense, 

but you can write up to 12 checks a month on it. It will 
also give you automatic teller access." 

Bass asked, "Is that a good deal?" 

The dean also spoke about a day care plan for chil
dren of COM students that won't go into effect until· 
possibly fall. 

"Our stategy is to work with the Community Se
vice Center on Texas Avenue (in Texas City)," Bass 
said "They have a very large space about 10,000 square 
feet that they are going to dedicate to day care. It's my 
understanding that they plan on renovating that space. 
What we will do is put about $30,000 a year into that 
day care. That will be to support vocational students." 

The dean mentioned that he would like the Child 
Development students to do their internship there. Trans
portation from COM to the center and back will be pro
vided by the college. 

For students who need classes at special times, Dr. 

Bass announced that classes can be scheduled any time 
they need those classes. "We can't just schedule our 
classes when the teachers want to teach, so we have to 
schedule classes when students want them." 

Betty Day, parlimentarian for the Student Activities 
Board, said that she was concerned that no security is 
available in the front parking lot for students heading to 
their cars at 10 p.m. after classes. She related that she 
and several others were recently harassed by a driver cir
cling around in the lot as they headed for their cars. 

Rittenhouse suggested that an escort service be made 
available for those who leave around 10 p.m. 

. Dean Bass said he would look into the possibility. 
The dean also informed the group that COM is start

ing a studies skill workshop with several topics that 
could be covered, such as transferring credits successful
ly, career choice workshops, and exploring other possi
bilities, when a student can't get the job he wants. 

The next Dean Bass forum takes place April 14, dur
ing College Hour in Room A-147 of the Administration 
Building. 

Spring '94 lnterCOM staff 
C(!J.l 

The spring 1994 InterCOM staff includes backrow, from left: Maree Doo; Derek Warren, sports editor; 
Christina Kala; Jason Cantrell; Kamie Oehrle; and Carl Owens, cartoonist; middle row: Jennifer H. Woeste; 
Michael Baumgartner; Bryan W. Hauser; Susan Littleton, photography editor; and Barbara Lewis; front row: 
Dawn Laursen, assistant editor; and Amy J. Taft, managing editor. Daniel Parker is not pictured. 

(Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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What's Happening 

- • • 

. Not only has the former MCL changed its name to Innovations, but it also has added extra hours for students to use 
the computers. From left, counterclockwise, Rose Jenkins, Innovations lab technician; Donna Martain; Christy 
Torres; Jaunda O-Mechura; and Charlotte Opferman. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

MC.L changes name to Innovations 
By MARCE DOO 
Staff Reporter 

The computer lab in the Technical Educational 
Building has made some changes for the new semester. 
One of the biggest is the name change from Multidisip
linary Computer Lab to Innovations Computer Lab. 

The main reason for this name change is that a per -
son was hired for the Math Leaming Center, but in the 
Compendium, the campus newsletter, that person was 
listed as working for the MCL, said Rose Jenkins, Inno
vations Lab technician. She also said there were other 
situations in which students would go to the MCL lab 
thinking it was the MLC and vice versa. 

In addition to the name change, the Innovations Lab 
also has added more programs to the computers, such as 
Major Advisor, Creer Values Connection, Publish ITI 

Easy, Red October, a war game, and many more helpful 
programs. 

Although Innovations has some developmental 
math programs, the lab does not have as many programs 
as the MLC, especially for higher level math courses. 

Innovations' vision statement is prominently dis
played at the check-in desk and reads:"( ... We envision 
the Innovation Computer Lab (formerly MCL) will pro
vide all students, faculty, and staff an opportunity to 
augment successfully their learning using a variety of 
microcomputers, software and multimedia applications." 

Innovations also has added more hours. The lab is 
now open Mondays through Thursdays 7:30 a.m. to 
9:30 p.m., Fridays 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturdays 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. During the summer semesters the lab 
will be open Mondays through Thursdays from 7:30 
a.m. to 7 p.m. and Fridays 8 a.m. to noon. 

Sign-up: Graduation deadline March 19 
By KAMIE OEHRLE 
Staff Reporter 

It might seem like it is too early to start thinking 
about graduation, but there are certain graduation require
ments that some College of the Mainland students may 
not be aware of, plus a deadline to apply for graduation. 

The deadline for the May 6 graduation this year is 
March 19. 

According to the 1993-94 COM catalog, degrees or 
certificates are not awarded automatically once a student 
completes the requirements. He must first submit an ap
plication for graduation to the Admissions and Records 
Office in the Administration Building. Also, the applica
tion must be made during the semester in which the stu
dent plans to complete his degree or certificate. 

The application must be turned in eight weeks prior 
to the end of the semester so that a preliminary degree 
check can be made to ensure the student has completed 
all requirements. 

Before an associates degree will be awarded, a stu
dent must meet the following criteria: complete all 
COM entrance requirements; complete all course require
ments for the degree sought with a minimum grade point 
average of 2.0; complete at least 18 hours of sophomore 
level courses; complete either 31 hours or the last 15 
hours of credit toward the associate's degree at COM. 

If you are seeking an associate in applied sciences 
degree, at least one-half of the required courses must be 
taken at COM. Finally, all financial obligations must be 
cleared with COM. 

Students working toward a certificate must have 
completed all COM entrance requirements, completed the 
specified course requirements listed in the COM catalog 
with a minimum grade point average of 2.0, completed 
at least one-half of the required courses at COM and 
cleared all financial obligations with COM. 

The actual graduation ceremony is held at the end of 
the spring semester. Participation is optional, but gradu
ates are encouraged to participate so that they may be 
congratulated publicly on their achievement. Participa
tion is required if a student wishes to receive the honors 
braids or highest honors medallions he has earned. 

Honors graduates are students who complete any of 
the associate programs and earn at least 40 hours toward 
their degree at COM. Honors graduates must also earn a 
grade point average of 3.4 to 3.79. Highest honors grad
uates must earn a grade point average of 3.8 to 4.0. 

Applications for graduation are available in the Ad
missions and Records Office. For more information on 
graduation, come to the office, or contact student records 
specialist Carol Casper at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
3991, Ext. 488. 

Three Musketeers 
showing free at COM 
By SUSAN LITTLETON 
Phtography Editor 

"All for one. And one for all." That's the motto of 
the fictitious characters in the Alexandre Dumas' The 
Three Musketeers which will be screened Friday, March 
4, and Saturday, March 5, at 7 p.m. in the College of 
the Mainland Leaming Resource Center Auditorium, L- · 
131. This Walt Disney film, sponsored by the Student 
Activities Board, is free to all in the community. 

The movie takes place in France around 1626, under 
the rule of the young king, Louis XIV. 

The story revolves around the life and adventures of 
D'Artagnan, who is trying to become a Musketeer. 

The movie begins with D'Artagnan (Chris 
O'Donnell) on his way to Paris to Musketeer Headquar
ters. On the road to Paris, D'Artagnan attempts to rescue 
two beautiful women, the queen and her lady-in-waiting 
Constance, from what he supposes to be highwaymen . 
D'Artagnan falls instantly in love with the exquisite 
Constance. 

After this brief encounter D'Artagnan finally reaches 
the city were he meets Porthos, {Oliver Platt), Athos, 
(Kieffer Sutherland) and Aramis, (Charlie Sheen), the 
three musketeers around whom the story revolves. 

Cardinal Richelieu (Tim Curry), the sinister man 
out to overthrow the king, has conspired to assassinate 
the new king on his 21st birthday with the help of The 
Lady De Winter {Rebecca De Marney). D'Artagnan 
learns of the conspiracy and joins forces with the three 
Musketeers to stop the assassination and to inform the 
king of Richelieu's intent. 

If you are looking for humor, romance and non-stop 
adventure, then The Three Musketeers is a must. 

Talent show wants you 
The College of the Mainland Vocal Senate, formerly 

the Vocal Music Club, will hold auditions for the Annu
al Talent Show March 8 and 10 from 7 to 9:30 p.m. in 
Room F-117 of the Fine Arts Building. Each person au
ditioning must pay a $2 audition fee. 

The talent show is planned for mid to late April. 
Auditions are open to anyone and all talents will be 

accepted. If two or more people are auditioning together 
each one must pay the fee. To audition you· must bring a 
prepared piece or bring a tape of the performance. 

Late auditions will be held March 24. The late audi
tion fee will be $5 no matter how many are auditioning 
in addition to individual $2 fee. For more information 
call COM music instructor and choir director James Hef
fel at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 200. 

SAB blood drive .set; 7 
donate, get T-shirt 

It's time again to roll up our sleeves and do
nate blood. The College of the Mainlan4 Student 
Activities Board in conjunction with the Gulf 
Coast Regional Blood Bank will hold a blood drive 
Feb. 15 and 16 in the Student Center from 9 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. 

Free T-shirts will be given to all who donate, 
said Maryann Urick, SAB sponsor. 

To give blood you must be 18-70 years old 
and weigh more than 110 pounds. You may not 
give blood if you have a cold or the flu or are not 
fully recovered from an allergy attack. Also you 
may not have any sexually transmitted diseases. 
Finally, eight weeks must have passed since your 
last blood donation. 
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COM police need 
safety suggestions 

Student dies due to car accident 
By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland police are seeking security 
suggestions from students. Campus police team leader 
Jeanette Swindell, who has worked as a COM police of
ficer for six years and has been in law enforcement for 14 
years, said the COM police are seeking suggestions for 
changes on campus that would ensure a feeling of securi
ty for students, faculty and staff. 

Swindell, who has worked for the Hitchcock police 
and Galveston County Sheriffs Department, recom
mends more lighting and emergency phones in the park
ing lots, requiring parking stickers for students, faculty 
and staff and employing additional officers and purchas
ing additional patrol cars. 

Phones in the parking lots would give COM stu
dents, faculty and staff an outlet to reach COM police 

See COM Page 11 

By SUSAN LITTLETON 
Photography Editor 

Trent D. Knight, 21, a College of the Main
land student and resident of Texas City, died Feb. 
20 at John Sealy HospitaLin Galveston. 

Knight, a passenger, was fatally injured in an 
automobile accident late night Feb. 19. Knight and 
his friend, Larry Dean Hare II, 21, were traveling 
southbound on Interstate 45 on their way to 
Galveston when Hare lost control of the car near 
the FM 519 overpass and crashed into the middle 
concrete barrier at around 11 :30 p.m. The car 
flipped upside down and slid approximately 100 
_feet, according to a Feb. 22 article in The Texas 
City Sun. 

Hare and Knight were rushed by ambulance to 
Mainland Center Hospital where Hare was treated 
for his injuries and released. Knight was stabilized 
in critical condition before being flown to John 

Sealy Hospital early 
Feb. 20 where he re
mained in critical condi
tion with severe head in
juries," cited the Sun. 
He died Sunday night ac
cording to later accounts. 

Knight was a 1991 
graduate of Texas City 
High School and had at
tended COM for two 
years studying criminal 
justice. 

He worked part-time . 
in the COM Physical Trent D. Kmght 

Education Building as a lifeguard, and each semes
ter was a score keeper for the Tuesday and Thurs
day volleyball league tournaments. 

Knight was known and loved by many stu
See Student Page 11 

Art gallery features new exhibit through April 14 
By SUSAN LITTLETON 
Photography Editor 

A new exhibit opened in the College of the Main
land Fine Arts Gallery Wednesday March 23. The exhibit 
features the works of artists Karen Garrett-Coon and 
Charlie Sartwelle and will be displayed until Thursday 
April 14. 

The artists will talk about their installations in the 
art gallery Thursday, March 31, at 1 p.m. 

Garrett-Coon will show various pieces of her art in 
an exhibit called Confessions; Sartwelle will depict her 
interpretation of Paradise Lost (in Montana). The format 
of the display of the works of these two artists is called 
an installation, said Betty Palifka, COM ceramics in
structor. This is a combining of media, such as statutes, ' 
pictures, household paraphernalia and even greenery in 
-order to express an idea and to evoke a feeling within the 
viewer. 

"Ordinarily a gallery hangs paintings on a wall or 

Bookstore employee Pat Hawkins, on right, checks out the purchases or COM student Jay Garcia, on left, and Jim 
Higgins, director of Planning and Public Information. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

installs sculpture on the floor or on a pedestal," ex
plained Palifka. However, in an installation the artist is 
given space in a gallery and asked to transform that 
whole space -- walls, floor and sometimes the ceiling --
to create an inviting atmosphere. -

Garrrett-Coon's installation, Confessions, will in
clude three 12-foot high columns. Each column will 
consist of one church-type kneeler, one pedestal and one 
figure. Garrett-Coon's intent is to portray man as a per-

See Installation Page 11 

Tentative plans to 
reshape bookstore 
By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland bookstore has tentative 
plans to reshape its appearance and service for students 
without raising prices. Plans include such renovations as 
new carpet, lighting system, displays_and extra registers. 

Bookstore personnel hope the renovations will bet
ter utilize space, give students a sense of pride in COM 
and make going to the bookstore more enjoyable. 

Hopes for the bookstore, said Lois Slawson, book
store Team Leader, also include having a shipping and 
receiving area put in against the back wall to prevent 
shipments from cluttering walkways. The raised office 
area near the entrance will be changed to a showcase 
checkout stand. The office will be moved to the rear of 
the bookstore near the new shipping and receiving area 

Bookstore personnel plan to categorize textbooks by 
departments and display them throughout the different 
sections of the store for easy access. 

The bookstore hopes to have three registers -- one in 
the showcase checkout for year-long use and two on 
ground level for use during peak times. One register will 

See Renovations Page 11 



Page 2, March 1994, InterCOM 

Editorials/News 

Nurse recruiter Michelle Weido, on left, of Texas Children's Hospital in Houston talks with COM nursing student 
Kim Thomas during the sixth annual Health Career held March 1 in the Technical Educational Building. 

(Photo by Susan Littleton) 

Health fair promotes job opportunities 
By SUSAN LITTLETON 
Photography Editor 

Hosted by the Texas Student Nursing Asssociation, 
College of the Mainland held its sixth annual Health Ca
reer Fair March I in the Technical Educational Building. 

Recruiters from various medical facilities set up 
booths in Room T-49 for the fair. Facilities participat
ing included: Clear Lake Rehabilitation Hospital and 
Clear Lake Regional Medical Center, Webster; Hermann 
Hospital, Texas Children's Hospital, St. Luke's Episco
pal Hospital, all of Houston; Bayshore Medical Hospi
tal, Pasadena; University of Houston Health Science 
Center and University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center, Houston; and the University of Texas Medical 
Branch-Galveston. 

A representative from Nurse Oncology Educational 
Program located in Austin, also had a display in the 
Health Career Fair. The oncology program is affiliated 

with the MD Anderson Cancer Center. 
The purpose of the fair was to give graduating soph

omores the opportunity to ask questions about jobs in 
the medical field, salaries, or furthering their education, 
said Dianne Fasano, COM nursing instructor. 

Fasano stated that this year's health fair was a tre
mendous success. "We had about 128 students attend the 
exhibits and ask many questions of the recruiters." 

Brochures, pencils, candy and information about 
wages in various medical nursing careers were given to 
the students. · 

· COM prenursing student Richard Cain said it is a 
good idea to have health fairs because they "give us, the 
students, the opportunity to make job contacts." 

Cheri Smith, representative of the Clear Lake Reha
bilitation Hospital and a COM graduate, said that the 
fairs give students information about types of job oppor
tunities available in the medical field and the wages that 
go along with them. 

Reader finds fa ult 
in COMunity article 
Dear Editor, 

I would like to respond to the recent article written 
by Tony Pfeiffer, the editor of the W1ion newsletter 
known an COM unity. The article, "Inconsistent Report
ing on Humanities Team," is not only an outrage, but 
(ironically) inconsistent with every kind of ethical jour
nalism. There is certainly no doubt where Pfeiffer stands 
on the issue of Total Quality Management, but why 
does he need to drag my team into his slanted arena? 

Let me tell you exactly what happened here. Rather 
than ask us directly (which certainly would not have 
been difficult since he is frequently in our work environ
ment), Pfeiffer chose to compare the article written in 
thelnterCOM (Feb. '94 issue) to the unofficial minutes 
of the Board of Trustees meeting. Of course there are go
ing to be some inconsistencies for goodness sake! After 
all, he's taking his information from grossly abbreviated 
notes of the meeting. Pfeiffer states, "Compendium also 
mentions that some of the negatives had been resolved. 
but didn't say which or how." The negatives he is refer
ring to are fear, lack of definition of other teams and au

· thority, longer hours, inconsistent boundaries and uncer-
tainty of boundaries. 

Had Tony Pfeiffer taken five extra minutes while he 
was in our office suite to ask, any_ of us would have been 
glad to tell him that much of this report was in reference 
to our early days as a forming team, and furthermore, we 
would have been happy to tell him that the rest was de-
livered with the utmost confidence _that these problems 
would correct themselves in time. But Dr. Pfeiffer would 
prefer that you, the reader, think that all is not well. 
Dear readers ... TQM is alive and well in Suite B of the 
Learning Resource Center.. As for Dr. Pfeiffer, you are -- -
certainly entitled to your opinion of TQM. Next time, 
find someone who agrees with your point of view before 
you drag an innocent team through your mud puddle! 

Sincerely, 
Roger Stallings 

Humanities Team 
Footnote: In the interim between the writing of this let
ter and the publication of this edition of InterCOM, Dr . . 
Pfeiffer has publicly and graciously apologized for his 
misrepresentation of the Humanities Team. We appre
ciate his sincere efforts to set the record straight in his 
next edition of the COMunity newsletter in which he 
clarifies that TQM "is working efficiently and graceful
ly" for the Humanities Team. 
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By DAWN LAURSEN 
Assistant Editor 

Michael Bolton, a singer who performs oldies, such 
as, "My Girl" by the Temptations, and new songs of his 

own such as, "Time, Love and Tenderness," should be 
singing the blues because College of the Mainland has 
more variety in music than he can dream up. 

Looking dramatically sharp in his black and white 
suit, James Heffel, COM vocal director for three years, 
gave a solo performance accompanied by John Cole at 
the piano in the Fine Arts RecitaJ, Hall Feb. 24. Cole is 
director of keyboard studies at COM . 

Heffel, who sings in a deep, rich baritone performed 
an astounding variety of music. His opera voice is mov- · 
ing. 

The choral director performed with such gusto that 
he received a standing ovation after singing Mirages, by 
William Alywn, which included "Metronome" a fast
paced, moving piece that kept one glued to his seat in 
anticipation. 

Flowers were presented to both Heffel and Cole at 
,.. >• " • . ·• " 

the end of the recital. 
Heffel started his solo performance with Songs of 

Travel, such as "The Roadside Fire," "Youth and Love," 
and "In Dreams." These songs were alluring, bringing to 
mind such things as sprites in the woodlands, dancing 
and leading young couples to love. 

Heffel performed operatic pieces such as Chansons 
Gaillardes by Francis Poulence, a French composer 
known for his choral work and his operas from 1947 un
til his death in 1963. 

The choir director is a natural. He could rival opera 
great Luciano Pavarotti the way he put expression and 
emotion into these pieces. 

For his finale, Heffel did his impression of Tevye 
singing "If I Were a Rich Man" from Fiddler on the 
Roof He gave a fabulous performance. 

Heffel, has appeared professionally in operas, musi
cal comedies and concerts around the country. He re
ceived a bachelor's degree iri vocal performance from 
Kansas State University in Manhatten, and his master's 

.from Arizona State University in Tempe. Heffel also is 

See Heffel Page 3 



Heff el receives 
standing ovation 
Continued from Page 2----------

a graduate of Inspiration Point Fine Arts Colony in Ar
kansas. 

Born and raised in Manhatten, Kan., Heffel enjoyed 
being center stage from the age of 8 when he started 
singing for parties and for local clubs. Heffel says, "I en
joy the roar of the crowd." He also claims that he didn't 
really get "hooked" until he played the part of Tevye in 
his high school play, Fiddler on the Roof 

The singer's awards include four first place finishes 
in several National Association of Teachers of Singing 
Vocal Competitions. He is a winner of the Phoenix The
ater Guild Awards and a finalist in the Kansas Culture 
Trust Awards. Heffel also is the recipient of awards for 
Outstanding Perfonnance in both the bachelor's and mas
ter's levels in vocal competitions. 

-,. . . . ., -, .,._ 
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Solution for homelessness relies on personal involvement 

Susan 
Littleton 

What does it mean to be homeless? Most of us 
think homelessness affects only abusers of drugs and al
cohol, the mentally ill and the uneducated, but actually it 
can affect anyone at any time. More than 250,000 people 
are considered "at risk" of becoming homeless. These 
people are one paycheck or one rent payment away from 
becoming another statistic. 

"A study conducted in 1989 found that more than 
10,000 people go to sleep homeless every night in 
Houston," according to The Changing Face of Home
lessness, a pamphlet distributed by The Campaign for 
the Homeless. "One-third of the homeless population are 
families, and more than 1,500 are children. In fact the 
growing number of homeless are women and children. 
Last year local shelters reported a 15 percent increase in 
children seeking refuge. But perhaps the most alarming 

statistic is the number of people at risk of becoming 
homeless." 

Shocked, you may ask: "How can so many people 
become homeless? How can society treat its children 
with such contempt?" 

Homelessness is a serious issue, a problem that 
won't go away, a problem which deals with human 
lives. 

fve heard people say, "Our government should pro
vide better for our homeless, rather than concern itself 
with foreign affairs!" The truth of the matter is, our gov
em~ent can only provide so many shelters with suffi
cient beds, food and clothing. 

The only way that the homeless population can be 
decreased is if we take control of the issue. Each of us 
needs to become personally involved in a meaningful 
way to help. Campaigns such as Comic Relief and Cam
paign for the Homeless, which raise money year-round, 
and various holiday campaigns provided by numerous 
businesses, exist to alleviate the problem of homeless
ness. This is great, except the business campaigns only 
raise money during the holidays and most people only 
think to help the homeless during that time. This has led 
some to sneer that the public thinks the homeless eat 

From left, Tom Joad (Jim Garcia) and Grandma Joad (Cis Browning) pause for a moment of prayer in the COM 
production of John Steinbeck's The Grapes of Wrath. The dra~a opens April 7. 

(Photo courtesy of the theater department) 

only three times a year: Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
Easter. 

Since shelters and centers provide many services for 
the homeless community, it's important to contribute to 
their cause. Donations of money, food and clothing are 
welcomed all year long, giving each of us the opportuni
ty to render aid 

One of the many problems that faces many of the 
shelters is what to do with all the homeless children? 

In Galveston the Salvation Army has ministered to 
312 homeless children, the Youth Crisis Center to 280 
homeless children and the Black Baptist Ministry Shelter 
to 20 homeless children, according to a 1992 survey 
compiled by the Salvation Army. These shelters render 
temporary aid to the homeless families by providing bas
ic necessities such as food, clothing and bathing facili
ties. 

What happens to the homeless when the shelters 
overflow? Where do they go then? Eddie Vedder, lead 
singer of Pearl Jam, answers this question in his song 
"Even Flow," 

Rests his head on a pillow made a concrete 
Maybe he'll see a little better set a days 
Faces that he sees time again ain't that familiar ... 

The Grapes of Wrath, 
Steinbeck drama set April 7 

Sparky Koerner, COM music professor for 11 years 
and executive director of the Galveston Island Jazz Festi
val, will direct the depression-era music for the College 
of the Mainland's production of John Steinbeck's The 
Grapes of Wrath which opens April 7 and runs through 
May 1. 

A free preview is available to COM students, facul
ty and staff April 6 at 8 p.m. 

Koemer's past work with the COM Arena Theatre 
includes composing music for A Streetcar Named Desire 
and musical direction of West Side Story. 

The Grapes of Wrath, directed by Jack Westin, 
COM executive theater director, tells the story of the 
Joad family and their journey from the dust bowl of Ok
lahoma to search for work in California. The drama fea
tures a cast of 47 characters who portray the trials of the 
poor but proud farmers who lost their farms during the 
Great Depression and were forced to find work elsewhere 
to support their families. 

Evening perfonnances are Thursday through Satur
day at 8. Matinee perfonnances are Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 
Ticket office hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesdays 
through Fridays and until curtain time on performance 
dates. For tickets or more infonnation call (409) 938-
1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 345. 
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Exhibit, AIDS program educate 
By MARCE DOO 
Staff Reporter 

The Names Project, a series of quilts or quilt panels, 
was created by the loved ones of people who have died of 
AIDS - related illnesses. 

The Names Project was exhibited in the College of 
the Mainland Art Gallery March 7. Students, instructors 
and staff sat with the quilts Monday through Thursday 
8:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. and Friday 8:30 to 11 am. while 
the quilts were on display. 

However, d$g sometime periods no one was able 
to sit with the quill!. 

Three speakers presented a related program on ac
quired immune deficiency syndrome in the Leaming Re
source Center Auditorium March 10. Their aim was to 
make the approximately 75-member audience knowledge
able about AIDS and human immunodeficiency virus the 
virus that causes AIDS. After the program the audience 
was invited to view the quilts in ·the art gallery. 

Bart Loeser of the AIDS Foundation Houston was 
the first speaker. He focused on the difference between 
HIV and AIDS and how AIDS is transmitted. Richard 
Arthur, with Galveston County Health District and a 
representative of the AIDS Coalition of Coastal Texas 
Inc., spoke about the prevention of HIV. The final 

speaker, Margaret Mariarty of AIDS Alliance of the Bay 
Area (AABA), spoke on the issue of a cure. 

Loeser opened his speech with, "It is amazing to me 
how much difference it makes in our lives when you ac
tually find out that someone you know has HIV or 
AIDS ... " He added that unfortunately not until a friend 
gets HIV or AIDS does the disease become real. 

Loeser explained that AIDS does not kill nor can a 
person catch or spread AIDS. It is the "last stage of HIV 
disease, a stage in which HIV has now substantially 
weakened someone's immune system to the point where 

now you can get all sorts of infections or illnesses," 
Loeser said. 

"HIV is the virus that can cause the condition of 
AIDS," Loeser explained. Someone can have the viruse 
for five, ten, 15 years or more, without any signs or 
symptoms. 

When the body gets infected with HIV, it makes an
tibodies to fight the disease. It takes three to six months 
for the antibodies to build up and be detected. The blood 
test given to detect HIV looks for the special antibodies 
the body has produced to combat the virus. · 

Transmission of HIV only applies to some individu
als -- those who are sexually active and not using protec
tion or IV users, These are the people at risk of getting 
HIV, Loeser said. 

HIV is difficult to catch, Loeser explained. To do so 
an individual needs to come in contact with an infected 
person's blood or body fluids, which must enter the 
blood stream. The largest concentration of the virus is 
carried in sexual fluids and blood. 

Arthur discussed the prevention of HIV, stressing 
that abstinence is the greatest protection against contract
ing the virus. Since most people are not abstinent, they 
should use a latex condom, Arthur said. 

Many factors come into play when someone uses a 
condom, Arthur said. If condoms are not handled proper
ly their effectiveness may be lessened. Arthur recom
mended using a lubricant and not unrolling the condom 
prior to use. 

The third speaker's topic addressed hope of a cure. 
Mariarty showed graphs of projections for the spread of 
the disease and graphs of the funding needed for a cure. 

She also spoke of the dangers AIDS poses to a 
health care worker. As a nurse who works with AIDS 
patients Mariarty knows how to protect herself, but a 
fluke of nature caused her to realize that as a health care 
worker a person needs to be aware of all the dangers. 

Karen Fianagan closely examines an AIDS quilt panel 
on display at the COM Art Gallery March 7 through 
March 11. The quilts, part of the Names Project, were 
created in memory of loved ones who died of AIDS• 
related illnesses. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

Close to a year ago Mariarty gave a shot to a patient 
when the needle popped out of the patient's arm and went 
into hers. After testing she discovered she was not infect
ed, but said she had learned a good lesson. 

It does not really matter how a person becomes in
fected with AIDS. When a person contracts the disease, 
he eventually dies, leaving behind those who loved and 
cared for him. 

COM student wins award at GCIC Jazz Festival 

Mike Steinel, on trumpet, and Will Campbell, on 
saxophone, perform at the GCIC Jazz Festival held at 
COM March 5. Steinel, a member of the University or 
North Texas music faculty, and Campbell, a UNT 
graduate assistant, served as two of the three judges at 
the festival (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

By JASON CANTRELL 
Staff Reporter 

The 1994 Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Jazz 
Festival was hosted by College of the Mainland Satur
day, March 5, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

This was the first year COM hosted the festival. 
Eleven groups including the COM Jazz Combo and 
COM Jazz Ensemble participated. Other local communi
ty colleges whose groups performed were San Jacinto 

Central; Brazosport; Lee, Baytown; Northwest and North 
Harris County. 

Sixteen soloist awards were presented to students of 
the participating colleges, one going to COM student 
Stephen Lopez. 

Two faculty members from the University of North 
Texas in Denton served as judges as well as Will Camp
bell, a graduate assistant at UNT. They played a few 
tunes along with two other musicians and answered ques
tions about jazz style and improvisation. 

· Neil Slater, on piano, is professor of the jazz studies 
program at UNT and has written more than 60 jazz piec
es as well as pieces for symphony and theater. He is the 
director of the famous UNT 1 :00 O'Clock Band. 

Mike Steine!, on trumpet and flugelhom, is the di
rector of the UNT Jazz Combo Workshop. He has writ
ten his own jazz instructional book and has· worked with 
famous jazz musicians, such as Jamie Aebersold and 
Clark Terry. 

Campbell, on alto saxophone, is a working per
former who recently toured the world as a member of 
Harry Connick Jr.'s orchestra He is a member ofUNT's 
1:00 O'Clock Band and directs the 6:00 O'Clock Band. 

The rhythm section consisted of Bob Adams on · 
drums and Lex Valk, a music instructor at Houston 

Community College, on stand-up bass. 
The groups played many standard tunes from well

kn0wn jazz artists. One song that was especially impres
sive was an orchestrated version of "Frankenstein," a 
psychodelic '70s tune originally written by The Edgar 
Winter Group. The piece was performed by the San J ac
into Central Ensemble. 

After performances by the numerous ensembles, 
awards were given out to the 16 best soloists who per
formed in the festival. 

Lopez of the COM Jazz Ensemble was one of the 
16 best soloists to win an award. His was for an out
standing guitar solo. Lope2 also won an award for out
standing musicianship at the 37th Annual Jazz Festival 
at Sam Houston State ·university, Huntsville, Feb. 19. 

Awards for trumpet were given to Michael Woodhill 
of North Harris and Rosie Guerrero of Lee. Doug Wright 
of San Jacinto College was awarded for his performance 
on soprano saxophone. For excellent performances on 
tenor saxophone, Bill Sloughter of Northwest and Tory 
Trevino of San Jacinto received awards. 

Also receiving awards were Ben Holt, Brazosport; 
Rodney Smith, San Jacinto, on drums; Jeremy Gilla
more of Brazosport, on vibes; and Roma Cisneros of 
San Jacinto, on baritone saxophone. 

Brown Bag seminars 
College of the Mainland's free Women in Support 

seminars still to come include: March 31, Addiction and 
Compulsions; April 14, Don't Get Even, Get Madi; 
April 28, When Your Mind Says No and Your Lips Say 
Yes. They are held Thursdays 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in the 
Student Center. For more information contact Barbara 
Crews at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 470. 



Blood donors Kathy Seabfr, on far left, and Margaret Richardso'n, second from left, speak to JnterCOM reporter 
Maree Doo, third from left. Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center Phlebotomist Nancy Wiltz, center gathers material 
to draw blood from Richardson. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

Spring blood drive sets record 
By DEREK WARREN 
Sports Editor 

The 1994 spring blood drive, held Feb.15 and 16 in 
the Student Center, had a record donation of 177 pints. 
The Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center coordinated the 
event, which was sponsored by the Student Activities 
Boord 

"That is our highest total to be donated during the 
spring blood drive," said Maryann Urick, SAB sponsor. 
"Our previous record was 146 pints given in the spring 
of 1990." 

at all." 
Blood donations are important to help save the lives 

of people who are injured in accidents and need large 
amounts of blood. 

The blood center, located in Houston, reports that 
people who have type O-negative blood are universal 
donors because type O-negative blood can be given to 
anyone until their blood type can be identified and cross
matched 

Additionally, the blood center has published the 
blood type percentages in the random population. The 
positive blood types are these: A+, 33.3 percent; B+, 

COM student Rodney Conley said: "I enjoy doing it 10.0 percent; AB+, 3.5 percent; and O+, 38.2 percent. 
(giving blood) when the time comes for it. Plus I had The negative blood types are as follows: A-, 6.0 percent; 
time to blow and I got a free T-shirt out of it." B-, 2.0 percent; AB-, 0.5 percent; and 0-, 6.5 percent 

COM student Mark Farias said: "I gave blood to The next SAB sponsored blood drive will be held in 
overcome my fear of needles. I experienced no problems October. 

Women's center provides help 
By BARBARA LEWIS . . . 
Staff Reporter seMces. Addiuonal services include police, hospital and 

court accompaniment, assistance with protection orders, 

Abused women need not suffer alone; there is an or
ganization that cares! The Women's Resource & Crisis 
Center of Galveston County offers help to victims of do
mestic violence and sexual assault, and provides a court 
appointed advocacy for children called "Voices for Chil-
dren." 

The shelter, in which a woman and her children may 
stay up to 28 days, is located in ·Galveston. However, for 
the protection of the women the location is kept confi
dential. An outreach office is located near the Galveston 
Court House where most of the legal services are provid
ed. 

For more information about the shelter or for the 
24-hour Crisis Hotline call Galveston, (4o<J) 765-SAFE; 
Texas City, (4o<J) 948-HELP; Santa Fe/Hitchcock, (4o<J) 
925-HELP; League City, (713) 332-Help or Crystal 
Beach, (409) 684-6601. The crisis hotline is manned by 
a trained staff of volunteers in Galveston County and is 
able to assist with domestic violence/sexual assault and 
give information and referral calls. 

The crisis center in Galveston provides many other 
services free of charge to women. It supplies food, totlet 
articles, laundry facilities and clothing, as well as group 
and individual counseling, day care and transportation. 

Women who do not need the protection of the shel
ter may participate in some of the services offered to 
non-residen~, such as. _legal h~lp, counseling and ~qpport 

victim impact statements and victim compensations. 
According to the literature from the crisis center a 

recent article in the journal of the American Medical As
sociation stated that 2 million women, 2 million to 4 
million children and 1 million elderly suffer from vio
lence and abuse. Domestic violence is the leading cause 
of injuries to women between the ages of 15 and 44 in 
the United States. · 

The crisis center is one of the oldest shelters in Tex
as, started in 1980 under the auspices of the Young 
Women's Christian Association of Galveston. It became 
a separate agency in 1984 when it expanded to include 
the entire county. 

The necessity of a shelter is underlined by a U.S. 
Department of Justice study which shows that violent 
crimes against women are six times more likely to be 
committed by a boyfriend or husband than anyone else, 
and that a rape is committed every five minutes. 

The crisis center is governed by a 21-volunteer 
member board of directors who set the policies and pro
cedures. Currently, the center has a paid staff of 17 full
and part-time workers. 

The week of April 24.30 has been set aside as vic
tims righ·ts week. A number of activities are planned 
throughout the week, offically named Facing Violence 
Today: Fewer Victims Tomorrow, to draw attention to 
the plight of. vict!mS,· ' 
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Lectures focus on 
domestic violence 
By BARBARA LEWIS 
Staff Reporter 

The first two seminars of the spring semester in the 
Women in Support Brown Bag Series were held March 3 
and March 10. The two-part series was called: Home is 
Where the Hurt Is (Domestic Violence). 

The focus of the seminars, presented by Janice 
Heckman, a family therapist and marriage counselor, was 
domestic violence against females. She has been the 
Women in Support lecturer for several years. 

Heckman stated that some people believe abuse 
means battering by hitting only, but this is not true. 
Batterin~ is the use of forc-P. or the threat of force to !!'et 
someone to do something she doesn't want to do, or to 
stop her from doing something she wants to do. 

Twenty-five percent of all emergency room visits 
are due to beatings women received from someone with
in their own home, Heckman said. 

About half of these women are pregnant and 50 per
cent have miscarriages as a result or babies born with se
vere birth defects. She related that men are responsible 
for 95 percent of domestic violence and sexual abuse. 

Heckman indicated that before the age of 18 one out 
of three females will be assaulted. In North America 
more women are treated for domestic violence than for 
car accidents, muggings, cancer or rape combined. Many 
women are safer walking the streets of Houston at mid
night than they are in their own homes, Heckman said 
adding that one out of every four women suffers some 
type of abuse. All figures actually are much higher be
cause some women never report abuse. 

In the United States until 1970 if a man assaulted 
his wife and caused bodily injury it was a misdemeanor. 
However, if he assaulted a person on the street and 
caused the same injury, it was considered a felony. Now 
when a husband assaults his wife and causes bodily inju
ry, it is considered a felony. 

Heckman stated most men who are in counseling for 
abuse are only there because of a judge's orders and gen
erally never admit they are at fault A man tries to mini
mize his actions by saying his wife is making a big deal 
out of his "just" pushing or slapping her. Since, howev
er, a man is seven times stronger than a woman from the 
waist up, his slap or push is a big deal, Heckman said 

To excuse the abuse they engage in, 80 percent of 
men say they were drunk and about 90 percent say they 
have problems with alcohol. These men never realize 
they must be responsible for their own actions, Heck-
man stated. _ 

Many people believe that abuse occurs mainly in 
low:income families, but that is not true, Heckman said. 
The highest rate of abuse is in homes where the income 
is $60,000 or more a year. 

"What causes violence?" ' Heckman asked, adding 
there are three reasons: 1) Men have learned to be vio
lent; 2) It works for them; and 3) Because they can get 
away with it 

Some women succumb to verbal, physical and emo
tional battering which can result in sexual battering. 
Heckman added that battering is the only crime in this 
country after which a woman may be forced into hav
ing sex· with the criminal (her husband) to maintain 
peace. 

If a man is a potential batterer he will try to project 
the blame onto the woman, Heckman said. Then she add
ed that a man rationalizes his actions by saying a woman 
likes to be kept in line, and that it's a man's duty to let 
her know who's boss. Of course, Heckman said there is 
the old belief system that a man is superior to a woman, 
<>nit ~ woman is subiect to him. none of which are true. 

"Who is re.ally in control?" Heckman asked, then 
added, "If a person makes you angry he is in control, but 
if you walk away than you are in control." Heckman em
phasized it is better for ~ woman to get out of the house 
when she sees danger approaching than to stay. She also 
emphasized that a woman who has faced abuse before 
shoukUcnow ltie danger signs. ._ . 
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Sports/Recreation 

COM volleyball team member Bruce Alexander spikes the ball during a round of competition at the spring semester 
GCIC Sports Day held at Lee College in Baytown March 3. COM's team won a third place ribbon. Other team 
members pictured are, from left, Rik Cazares, Millie Rodriquez, Roxie Sittig and Thang Nguyen. Not pictured are 
Trey Johnson, Indy Davis and Carolyn Swain. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM places third in GCIC Sports Day 
BY JENNIFER H. WOESTE 
Staff Reporter 

Volleyball, basketball, tennis and racquetball kept 
many College of the Mainland students active during the 
spring Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports 
Day. Lee College in Baytown hosted the local intercolle
giate events Thursday, March 3. 

The COM volleyball team brought back a third 
place ribbon. Team members included: Bruce Alexander, 
Thang Nguyen, Trey Johnson, Rik Cazares, Roxie Sit
tig, Millie Rodriguez, Indy Davis and Carolyn Swain. 

Other COM winners were Barbara Laurents, second 
place in racquetball; Rick Sparks, third place in table 
tennis; and Tim McClurkin, fourth :place in tennis. 
COM students who also participated in the Sports Day 
included: Jimmie Milburne, Will Smith, Jerome Bass, 

Chris Sherman, Ron Elliot and Robby Wallace. 
Tryouts for positions on COM's GCIC sports roster 

were held earlier this semester. 
Schools in the GCIC league rotate hosting responsi

bility each semester. COM hosted the fall Sports Day. 
GCIC was established to promote and encourage 

competitions, amateur intercollegiate relationships, fes
tivities and other intercollegiate activities. Colleges in 
the conference include: Brazosport, Alvin Community, 
Galveston, San Jacinto, North Harris Montgomery 
Community, Houston Community and Wharton Junior. 
Additional members are Tomball, North Harris and 
Kingwood, which are subsidaries of the North Harris 
Montgomery Community College System. 

The next GCIC Sports Day will occur this fall. 
ReadlnterCOM for upcoming details and tryout informa
tion. 

Is sportsmanship 
of no more value? 

By DEREK WARREN 
Sports Editor 

Whatever happened to good sportsmanship? With 
the recent events surrounding Nancy Kerrigan and·Tonya 
Harding, some believe that good sportsmanship is a 
thing of the past. But poor sportsmanship has also exist
ed in the not-too distant past. 

How could anyone forget the Texas cheerleading 
mom, who only wanted her daughter to be a cheerleader, 
or the assault on tennis player .Monica Seles by a crazed 
fan obsessed with having Steffi Graf as the No. 1 tennis 
player? The most tragic of all, however, took place near
ly 22 years ago during another Olympic Games when 
masked terrorists raided the Olympic Village and took 11 
Israeli athletes hostage. 

Terrorists raid Olympic Village, 1972 
According to the July/August 1992 edition of New 

Choices it was 4:30 the morning of Sept. 5, 1972, 
when eight Arab members of the Black September terror
ist movement sneaked into the Olympic Village in Mu
nich, West Germany, attacked the Israeli compound, 
killed two athletes and captured nine others while they 
slept. For the rest of that day, German officials negotiat
ed with the terrorists for the release of the athletes. At 
approximately 11 p.m. West German officials met the 
Arabs' demands and supplied helicopters to take the ter
rorists and their hostages to the military air base at Fur
stenfeldbruck, 15 miles from the village, where a Luf
thansa 727 waited to take them away. 

To prevent the terrorists from escaping, the Ger
mans concocted a plan approved by the Israeli authorities 
to shoot the terrorists as they walked from the helicop
ters to the plane. But the German snipers opened fire too 
soon, and the Arabs reacted by quickly killing their nine 
hostages. Five of the Arabs were killed, but not before 
they killed the nine hostages. 

The events of the day stung the world, hitting home 
when it was discovered that one of the slain Israelis was 
David Berger, 26, a weight lifter from Ohio who had 
moved to Israel specifically to compete in the Olympics, 
New Choices reported. Berger's family learned of his 
death with the rest of the country as ABC sportscaster 
Jim McKay announced, after staying on the air dutjng 

See Sports Page 7 

Violence mars peace, harmony of Winter Olympics 

The '94 Winter Olympic Games held in Lilleham
mer, Norway, have passed into memory, but these . 
games have filled my soul not only with pride, but also 
with anger. 

Mention of the Olympics usually raises my spirits 
as I eagerly await their arrival, but as we waited for the 
games to begin, controversy hit here at home. 

Early in January skater Nancy Kerrigan was struck 
with a retractable nightstick, bruising the area above her 
knee. As the case unfolded it was revealed that Jeff Gil
looly, ex-husband of Nancy's teammate Tonya Harding, 
was involved in the assault and found guilty of racketeer
ing. Gillooly claimed at his trial that Harding also was 
involved. Even so, the Olympic Committee, with pres
sure of a threatened lawsuit by Harding, decided Harding 

could compete in the games. Just recently however, 
Harding, who came in eighth, was convicted of obstruct
ing justice by not revealing what she knew of the attack 
on Kerrigan prior to her ex-husband's trial. 

This saga soured my soul. The Olympic Games are 
supposed to bring out the best of each country, and these 
two skaters were the best the United States had to offer. 

After the clubbing, Kerrigan received worldwide at
tention, which seemed to place her unfairly above her 
competitors. I really didn't want Kerrigan, who won a 
silver medal, to finish in the top because of this unfair 
advantage. Most definitely I didn't want Harding to win a 
medal because I loathed the idea that an Olympic com
petitor would resort to violence to gain an advantage. 

But back to the Olympic figure skating. Olympics 
commentator Scott Hamilton, a 1984 Winter Olympic 
gold medalist, never really said anything nice about the 
competitors. For example, when Brian Boitano, a past 
gold medalist, fell, Hamilton said Boitano was a great 
competitor, but past his prime with really no chance in 
the medal round. If I could speak with Hamilton, I would 
say, these competitors were out there skating for their 
country, and the fact that they really didn't have a chance 

for a medal was beside the point. If they happened to 
stumble, fine, no one is perfect. If they won, great! But 
if they finished last, or not at all, they tried their best 
and that's all anyone could ask. 

The ultimate triumph in these games was that of 
America's speed skaters Dan Jansen and Bonnie Blair. 
Jansen, who had never won an Olympic medal finally did 
so in this, his last try. At first he seemed doomed again 
when he fell short once more in the 500 meter race, but 
with all eyes on him, Jansen finally won the gold medal 
in the 1,000 meter race, setting a new world record. 

Lastly, the American speed skating team said good
bye to its sweetheart, Blair, who finished her illustrious 
Olympic career by winning another gold medal, giving 
her a total of five golds and one bronze. 

At the end, as we watched the Olympic flame go 
out, we had a chance to reflect on what these games rep
resent hope of peace and harmony throughout the world, 
with every country coming together, at least for two 
weeks. 

Finally, as Lillehammer closed shop for a long win
ter's nap, Nagano, Japan, awakened with a shovel and 
cap for the 1998 Winter Olympics. 



Sports tragedies mirror society 
. . fl-----,------- cording to Cosmopolitan, spent weeks tape recording 

C~ntmued from P!ge , ·" conversations between Halloway and Harper. Finally, 
the 20-hour ordeal, They re all gone. . they had what they wanted and obtained a warrant for 

This act was the result of a long standing battle be- Hall , L 
. Th ed did h oway s arres 

tween Ara~ and Israehs. e trag Y • owever serve Halloway was charged with the solicitation of capi-
as a reminder that not even the Olympic Games are tal murder and convicted September 1991. She was sen-
spared from acts of terrorism. tenced to 15 years in prison but was released within 24 

'Texas Cheerleading Mom' 
It was not political revenge but obsessive behavior 

that was the motive in the case of Wanda Ann Halloway. 
Don't remember the name? She's otherwise known as 
"The Texas Cheerleading Mom." 

According to the Dec. 1992 issue of Cosmopolitan, 
Halloway was arrested on Jan. 30, 1991, by Harris 
County Sheriff detectives as she pulled into her driveway 
in Channel view. She was charged with solicitation of 
the capital murder of Verna Heath. Halloway's daughter, 
Shanna, and Heath's daughter, Amber, were classmates 
and competitors for a cheerleader position. 

This twisted plot, the article continued, began while 
the-two girls were in junior high school. Amber Heath 
was the all-American girl whom everybody liked. Shan
na Harper, however, wasn't as popular or as talented. 
Halloway, who had been denied the chance to become a 
cheerleader herself in high school, was determined that 
her daughter would become a cheerleader no matter what 
it took. The obsessed mother had Shanna practicing her 
dancing and twirling every possible moment with home
work taking a backseat to cheerleading. It would either 
be done by her brother or by Halloway herself. A deter
mined Halloway was going to do everything in her pow
er to make Shanna better than Amber, who was born 
into a family of gymnasts. 

Soon Halloway began feeling that Heath was trying 
to win her daughter Amber a spot on the junior high 
squad before the tryouts had even begun. 

To help increase Shanna's chances of winning, the 
article stated, Halloway decided to have Shanna pass out 
rulers with "Vote for Shanna" written on them. This was 
a direct violation of the rules given to parents concerning 
tryouts. Shanna was immediately disqualified from the 
competition. Shanna was not upset but her mother was 
furious and was sure the Heaths were directly at fault. 

The next year, when the girls were in eighth grade, 
it was time to compete for the high school squad. Hallo
way was more determined than ever to make sure her 
daughter made the squad. She was so determined that she 
called her former brother-in-law Terry Harper, Shanna's 
uncle, who had a criminal background but was starting · 
to turn his life around, according to the Cosmopolitan. 

hours on a technicality. 
After television appearances by almost everyone in

volved in the case, the town of Channelview has gone 
back to normal, Cosmopolitan recorded. 

This story is one of the most bizzare and goes to 
show that a mother will do anything for her child. But, 
did Halloway really do it for Shanna? Or did she really 
want Shanna to win so she good reap the benefits of her 
daughter's success? In any case, the story remain~ l?e 
same . . . there is no sense of good sportsmanship m 
that family. 

Tennis star stabbed 
Another case in which obsessiveness led to a physi

cal attack was the stabbing of tennis player Monica 
Seles. The May 10, 1993, issue of Sports Illustrated re
ported that Gunter Parche, an unemployed German lathe 
operator, stabbed Seles in the back during a changeover 
in her quarter finals match against Magdalena Maleeva at 
the1993 Citizen Cup in Hamburg, Germany. Parche lat
er confessed that he was upset with Seles for taking the 
No. 1 player status away from German native Steffi 
Graf. Parche used a 9-inch curved, serrated boning knife 
in the attack. Reports indicated the wound Seles suffered 
was 1/2 inch deep and slightly tore a muscle just left of 
her spinal cord. 

The wound was not serious, but the emotional scars 
have stayed with Seles. It's been almost a year since the 
incident, but Seles has yet to compete in another match. 
According to the Oct 29, 1993, issue of Sports Illustrat
ed, Parche was charged with "causing grievous bodily 
harm" and received a two-year suspended sentence. Prose
cuters felt that Parche should have been charged with 
manslaughter, which would have carried a stiffer penalty. 

Kerrigan/Harding saga 
The most recent event concerning lack of, good 

sportsmanship is of course, the Nancy Kerrigan/fonya 
Harding saga. We all know the story. We all wish it 
would go away, but somehow the story still lingers 
whether or not Harding was involved in the attack. Hard
ing has pleaded guilty to helping arrange a cover up of 
the plot to injure Kerrigan, according to an article in the 
March 22 issue of The Houston Post. 

Either way you look at it, one thing remains the 
same, Kerrigan was attacked, and we know who did it -
a hitman hired by Harding's ex-husband, Jeff Gillooly, 
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.... Sport$ Edifcm < 

There.··1s ••~ .. ~e~ game atCo1lege or··the ... Maii
land and it's called,soccer! Yest that's rigbt/CQM, 
joined the Bay. Ar~S()Cter League. and the •s 
haveatready begun their season. . . . {?. 

... Both &he m~u•s ~d womep's teams begaµ 

.lheir.~ons J;ieb"t~; ptitying every Sunday•atft'."n 

::-Sjf!~~II 
played si~• jamtsllffd have a record of three wins 

and three loses. . ··•••·· . . ... "We've,.do~ a. tteatimprovement since the 
fall semester,"' Pµig said. 11Ie t.eam lost every 
game in Jhe rust ~91e~ter: . . . . - 5 

The .gam~s ipe, meq1
s •• t.eanJ; ... has•.lost dusse* 

mester have aiLbeen closet by a-1 ~• or- 2~point Wa.f~ •·•·· ~~~=~tt::w 
only allowed t4 ptai/11 of thein in each game. · ···· 

The women's team has started rather slowly~ 
losing the fusi ~ games . . But have faith, ~ 
body can buU~ a~in one day or even two~jt 
sons. . ........................ · . . . ..,. ..... . . .•.. ••❖ .............. · 

··~onepta.y&ift'Al bardt~d Dana ~!tr 
an, a member of' ffie team. re(ening lQ th.eit game' 
b "ld'!tll, K ......... -- ....... ,. k ~-f'h.!<p It .. i. / e1 ~~-\;U,QJ~ .. wu.-.e~ne..stuc ~~"Y~• ... 
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3 tourneys planned 
College of the Mainland's recreation department 

plans three tournaments: badminton, 3-on-3 volleyball 
and ~nnis during April. 

The badminton tournament will be held April 16 at 
9 a.m. Sign up in the Physical Education Building by 
April 8. 

The 3-on-3 volleyball tournament, which is limited 
to 12 teams, will be held April 26. Sign up for the tour
ney by April 21. ' 

The tennis tournament will be hel<J April 30 and 
May 1. Sign up is no later than April 22. 

Halloway arranged a meeting fall 1990 to discuss 
the situation and to see if Terry Harper knew anybody 
willing to kill Heath or her daughter or both. The broth
er-in-law was completely against the idea and did not 
want to get involved. 

By January, after several months of Halloway's 
pleading, Terry Harper decided to contact the sheriff's of
fice to inform them of Halloway's idea. Harris County 
Sheriff detectives soon were assigned the case and, ac-

For more information call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
2180-3991 and ask for Maryann Urick at Ext 418, Glen
da Rebstock, Ext. 417, or the front desk, Ext. 422. 

who has been convicted of ------------------"""!"--------, 
racketeering. And we Jmow 
that it was an attempt, like the 
Seles stabbing, to keep a rival 
athlete from competing. Let's 
just leave it at that! 

COM run/walkathon raises $1,600 
BY JENNIFER H. WOESTE 
Starr Reporter 

More than 186 College of the Mainland 
students and staff and community, ranging 
in age from 2 to 73, raised approximately 
$1,600 during the 13th annual Run/Walk 
For Your Heart races to benefit the Ameri
can Heart Association. 

The run/walk races were held Saturday, 
Feb. 26, at COM. Sponsored by COM, 
Amoco Texas City Refinery and Mainland 
Regional Healthcare System, the race cate
gories included the I-mile, the 3-mile and 
the 6-mile. A further breakdown of these 
categories was by age and gender. 

COM student winners were Cheryl 
Locke, first place in women's I-mile (20 to 
29 age division); Sylvia Harbison, first 
place in women's 3-mile (20 to 29 age divi
sion); Marcelo Moreno, first place in men's 
3-mile (60 and above division); Mario Mar
tinez, first place in the men's 6-mile (40 ~ 
49 age division); and Bill Gregory, first m 
the 6-mile overall race. 

All entrants were eligible for 25 draw
ing prizes, including a stay at the San Luis 
Hotel in Galveston and a variety of local re
staurant certificates. 

Larry Edrozo, Justice of the Peace for 
Precint 5 in Galveston, announced the win
ners after the races. 

• 
Sunday 

Karaoke 
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Post 'Iime-Pu6 
Sport's 'lJar 

5614 'TM 2004 ggtc6cock1 'IX 7756-3 {409/986-5155 • 
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Campus Life 
Sanders encourages self-generated class discussions 

English Professor, Dr. Mark Sanders, standing, 
explains society's restrictive nature in John Updike's 
story, A&P, to bis English 1302 class. COM students 
John Radley, with bat, and Michelle Barringer take 
notes. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

. ~~~tm, 
' Tben wllh., chin .of heart due to si~t 

•·•· Allh.ollgh~tnpking outside lhe designated are
as is now pf9~µ,ited, butt$ still accumulate in 
non-smoting .jreas. such as stairs. en~s into 
buildings and parking lots. ·.·.· .·.• 

StudePt$t 8$ .. wen as faculty· and staff, .. e still 
being ~~~frJOking fo non~gnaftld~eas. 

.. Igr~g~~.j,enalµes for·notobservi~gJtop;. 
··1°'oldng ar~tpr: .. Henfy .D •. ·Pope, dean of.€cil
lege and1'#iat ~~ices. explained~ discipU~ 
nary ac(i-Ons~ minimal~ the moment. i.i .'. 

"'lbe JJ<>atd in conjunction witl\ the•· poUce 
hereat the school are to educate the smoketstDr. 
Pope said .. "lf'cl11 officer notices a smoker smoking 
outside of ttie~ignated,areas, the Qfficer will then 
educate the person about the areas in which~ can 
smokel . • . .. . ...... ·.. . . . •···•·· . .• 
~ d¢ancQritinued~ "We need,volu~ ~lp .=:r~==-~~'!;;,! 
.. l wantio minimize the fear of secpndary 

.. smoke.i hy. giying..thc non-smokers a free path .. to 
alld from thei( c~rooms. but l also want the 
smoker to have the liberty of having a cigareµei• 

Dean Ptj~ ~d~ "With cooperaili>n, 9f stu
dents. and f•. COM's designated smoliJlgilf~ 

~Slit::~, 
lleeds of lbeit .~~t and should strive t,9; ~ .}ri 

. compliance Wjth the new smoking poli~y ~ at .... 
CO . .M. i":··•·· ·.•. . 

, ... :•:+. ' 

By MARCE DOO 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland has a new, experienced pro
fessor in the humanities department. Dr. Mark Sanders 
brings a new influence and teaching style to COM. 

Dr. Sanders, who has taught high school as well as 
university students before coming to COM, last August, 
has a bachelor's and a master's degree in education from 
Kearney State College in Kearney, Neb., and a doctorate 
in English from the University of Nebraska in Lincoln. 

After receiving his bachelor's degree from Kearney, 
he taught high school for one year. He returned to Kear
ney for a year, where he tested his ability to teach col
lege students while he finished his master's degree. 

After leaving Kearney, of which he has fond memo
ries because he had his first college-level teaching experi
ence there, he taught at another high school for yet an
other year to see if it suited him any better than before. 
It did not. 

Of his high school teaching experience Dr. Sanders 
said, "Two years of high school was like five years to 
me." He felt he was unable to teach in the way he want
ed to in the second high school because of the limita
tions put on him by the high school principal of Superi
or High School in Superior, Neb. 

"I like a classroom that's noisy," Dr. Sanders said. 
"I lilce a classroom where stuff is said and things go on. 
I can have that in a college classroom because the col~ 
lege students aren't going to be misbehaving." In high 
school he felt more like a hall monitor than a teacher. 

Satisfied that high school teaching was not for him, 
his next college teaching experience was at Southwest 
Missouri State University in Springfield. He left after 
five years because he did not have a doctorate and could 
not stay. 

Dr. Sanders left his next teaching post at Tarkio 
College in Talcio, Mo., when he saw evidence that the 
college was misusing government funds. He did not 
want to be a part of a school that delved into criminal ac
tivity and turned in his resignation. Then he decided to 
go to University of Nebraska to get his doctorate. 

After obtaining his doctorate in record time -- three 
. years -- he taught for three years at the Southwestern Ok
lahoma State University in Weatherford. He developed a · 
dislike for that university because of the adrninstration's 
unprofessional behavior. 

"I was lied to time in and time out," Dr. Sanders 
said. He was lied to about his salary, the number of 
courses he was to teach and the publication of his poe
try. "After having the school offer to publish my first 
collection of poetry, the school reneged because it would 
be 'a dangerous precedent,"' Dr. Sanders said 

So after three years and a divorce, he decided to look 
for another job and sent several applications all over the 
United States. Along with several rejections, he received 
several offers including a post-doctoral fellowship at 
Baylor University in Waco and an offer from COM. 

He chose COM because he "felt very at home with 

the interviewers" and liked the people he tallced with. He 
was especially interested in the Total Quality Manage
ment team concept of the college and was excited to be
come a part of the Humanities Team. 

Dr. Sanders' students find his classes to be enjoyable 
and thought provoking. 

"He doesn't malce me feel stupid," Missy Quintero, 
a student in his c~ve writing class said. "He always 
encourages me to say what I feel. He always gives con
structive criticisms on my work. He involves students in 
group discussions, allowing ~em to voice their opin
ions." Another student, April Matthew, said that Dr. 
Sanders is knowledgeable. "He explains, if we don't un
derstand. He will make you (understand), he made me 
take a second glance." 

Dr. Sanders explained, "I don't stand on the formali
ty of raised hands." Nor does he go to class with lecture 
notes prepared, favoring self-generated class discussions. · 
"I generally have some vague notion about where I want 
the class to go, and sometimes the class discussion goes 
another way." 

I recently sat in on one of his self-generated discus
sions of John Updike's story A&P. I had never read the 
story, but after the discussion, I walked out of the room 
knowing the story and more about society's restrictive 
and hypocritical standards. His free-moving teaching. 
style works. Students leave his class more knowledgea
ble on the subject. 

Dr. Sanders, who is a poet, has had several works 
published and has edited several published works. 
Though he mainly writes poems, he has written critical 
essays and short stories. Now he is looking for a pub
lisher for a book of his poems. 

Breaking Windows, a non-fiction short story. will 
be published in the North Dakota Quarterly soon. The 
story is about Dr. Sanders breaking windows or having 
his windows broken. One instance occurred when he was 
little. His sister told him to throw tomatoes at the ga
. rage window to make a design in the glass. Then she 
told their parents and, of course, he got into trouble. 

Five of Dr. Sanders' poems will soon be published 
outside of the United States. 

Last Practice, which is about the trials and tribula
tions of playing football, will appear in the Poetry Not
tingham a magazine in Nottingham, England. The Old 
School, will be published in the University Windsor Re
view in Ontario, Canada. Old School is about Dr. Sand
ers' visit to his old grade school and the memories the 
visit evoked. The Oasis Bar, about the need of some peo
ple to go to a bar to seek out other people, will be pub
lished in the Curlew in Queensland, Australia. Also to 
be published in the Curlew is Elms, which describes the 
tragic loss of elms in the Midwest, and The Significant 
Otter which is about what makes the otter significant. 
This poem is a pun comparing what makes an otter sig
nificant to a person's significant other. 

Dr. Sanders and the Hwnanties Team also are going 
to publish a literary journal, Hurakan, this semester. 

Orville Redenbacher offers scholarship 
America's Popcorn King Orville Rooenbacher and 

grandson Gary are offering for the fifth consecutive year 
the Orville Redenbacher Second Start Scholarship Pro
gram. 

The program offers 30 adults age 30 and older the . 
opportunity to receive a $1,000 scholarship for their ef
forts to obtain a "second start" with a college education. 

Redenbacher and his grandson Gary established the 
program in 1990 to assist the increasing number of 
adults returning to school, by easing the burden of tui
tion hikes. The scholarship has no restrictions . 

Scholarship recipients will use funds for an asso
ciate's, bachelor's o~ graduate degr~ program et an ac-

credited college or university. Both part-time and full

time students qualify . 
Applicants are judged on three specific categories: 

500 worq essay reflecting entrepreneurial boldness, finan
cial need and academic performance if applicable. Appli
cants are judged by an independent panel and a check for 
$1,000 will be sent directly to the college. 

Applications are being accepted for the 1994-1995 
school year and will be accepted now through May 1. 

Applications may be obtained by writing to: Orville 
Redenbacher's Second Start Scholarship Program, P.O. 
Box 39101, Chicago, Iii. 60639, or through continuing 
edu91tion offices at college campuses nationwide. 
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Gorski strives to assure disabled students' rights 
By BARBARA LEWIS 
Staff Reporter 

Vicki Gorski, coordinator of Disabled Student Ser
vices at College of the Mainland, is a woman with poise 
and detennination. She's the type of person who doesn't 
let life keep her down. 

"My mother has been the supportive role model in 
my life," Gorski said. "All the women in my family 
have been matriarchal women, so I was always made to 
feel an equal. I am also an advocate for womeo and mi
nority rights as well as disabled student rights." 

Vicki Gorski, coordinator or COM Disabled Students 
Services sits in her office on the second floor or the 
Student Center. Any student with a disability or who 
knows or one with a disability may call ( 409) 938-1211 
or (713) 280-3991, EXT. 296. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

Gorski, who came to COM as a student in 1976 and 
began teaching psychology as an adjunct instructor in 
1989, knows from firsthand experience what it means to 
be disabled. 

A diabetic, from the age of 6, she has had several 
surgeries on her right foot due to complications of dia
betes. She had to wear a cast for the greater part of eight 
years and said that the threat of a reoccurrence is always 
present 

At the same time Gorski was battling with her 
foot, she was fighting an even greater battle for her vi
sion due to complications of diabetes. Despite numerous 
eye surgeries her vision failed, and she was totally blind. 
Nine years ago, however, partial vision was restored in 
one of her eyes. 

In 1992 when Gorski became coordinator, there were 
only two disabled students at COM. That number has 
grown to more than 70 because of Gorski's efforts to 
provide better services for disabled students and working 
to protect their rights. 

"I guess you could say that we grew from word of 
mouth," Gorski explained, adding that the Texas Reha
bilitation Commission has also referred disabled swdents 
to COM. 

The college provides readers (someone that reads to 
the blind) for sight-impaired swdents and note takers and 
interpreters for the hearing-impaired. 

Gorski earned an associate's degree in education from 
COM in 1982. Then went on to the University of Hous
ton-Clear Lake where she earned both a bachelor's and a 
master's degree in behavioral science inl986 and 1989 re
spectively. 

She also has 18 graduate hours in statistics and is 
certified in research. 

"I am a statistition," she emphasized. "I publish in 
psycology (journals)." · 

In 1987 while Gorski was working on her master's 
degree, she developed a graduate behavioral statistics 
course which she used for her thesis, A Non-tranduional 
Education Center for Homebound Handicapped Students. 

While working on the thesis, which was published 
1989, Gorski was instrumental in developing a program 
that provided homebound handicapped individuals an op
portunity for employment-with the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration. In this program the individu
al's personal computers were networked with the main 
frame at NASA. 

"I have designed and coordinated programs that have 
had a positive impact on the lives of disabled people," 
Gorski said. Coping with her own disabilities has con

. vinced her that "I can make a contribution in the area of 
policy-making as it relates to the education and the em
ployment of disabled people." 

Gorski's vision goes far beyond her eyesight She is 
a fighter when it comes to the needs of the disabled, but 
her interest is not limited to the academic realm. She has 
chaired the committee that developed strategies for malc
ing the United Methodist churches in Texas accessible to 
disabled individuals. "It was my responsibility as chair 
person to develop a program for the state of Texas." 

Gorski is vitally interested in laws relating to the 
rights of the disabled. She also is involved in the study 
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans 
with Disabilities Act 1992. Gorski strongly feels that 
knowing the laws that affect disabled people will help 
her be of greater service and ensure justice for the dis
abled. 

"It is my hope that the study and knowledge of law 
will enable me to be of greater service in the individual's 
continual struggle for dignity and justice," Gorski said. 

When Gorski isn't coping with her busy schedule, 
she enjoys listening to classical music, reading (actually 
listening to a tape) and cooking. She lifts weights, exer
cise and is a strong believer in good nutrition. 

Gorski's loyal companion for the last three years has 
been her cat called Poppy, who can only see out of one 
eye. "We have that in common," she said with a laugh. 

Any student who has a disability or knows of one 
with a disability may contact Gorski at (409) 938-1211 
or (713) 280-3991, Ext 296. 

OAAC models present newest fashions in show 
By DAWN LAURSEN 
Assistant Editor 

Picking something out of the closet to wear is an 
everyday occurrence, but knowing what is in style and 
what is not, sometimes boggles the mind. 

In reality fashion dictates who we are and what cir
cles we are acdpted in. 

College of the Mainland's Organization for African
American Culture presented a fashion show consisting of 
formal wear, casual wear and funlcie, March 3 in the Sm
dent Center. 

Ten models presented the clothing; three were men. 
All-were COM students. Supporters for the show, After
noon Spring Fashion Carousel '94, were J. Riggins, 
Merry Go-Round and County Seat at Mall of the Main
land. 

COM Campus Police Officer Jeanette Swindell, 
who also is an OAAC member, was moderator for the 
show. 

After a 45-minute late start, the show was underway 
with a presentation of fonnal wear which included knits, 
pantsuits with blazers and jumpers. 

On the second presentation, all the models came out 
dancing in casual wear, singing "Whoop There It Is" by 
Tag Team. 

Would you believe that bell bottoms and elevator 
shoes are back in style? 

The funkie wear and final segment of the fashion 
show signaled the return of bell bottom pants and eleva
tor shoes. 

Black was the basic color each model wore to dis
play the funkie wear in short shorts and sheer-back, or 
sheer-sleeved blouses. Each model provided his ot her 
own accessories and shoes to go with individual outfits. 

Model Mona Richardson, who is taking her basics 
for the nursing program said that the sponsors gave a 10 
percent discount to all the models for displaying their 
clothing. 

Other COM students who participated were Katrina 
Gilmore, Marquieta Sams, Bridgette Moore, Tonya 
Jones, Lori Pyron, Liz Rue and LaTonya Smith. Dis
playing the men's clothing were, Leonard Bowers, Otis 
Gatson and Sherman Mwphy. 

Phil Johnson from Media Services camcorded the 
occasion. 

Good health requires eating well-balanced diet 
Eating for good health does not require large doses 

of vitamins and minerafs, but it does require a varied, 
well-balanced diet 

Lynne Scott, director of the Diet Modification Clin
ic at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston, recom
mends: 50-55 percent of calories from carbohydrates; 15-
20 pm:ent of calories from protein; five daily servings of 

fresh or frozen fruits and vegetables; less than 300 milli
grams of cholesterol daily; less than 30 percent of total 

. daily calories from fat, (to detennine daily grams of fat, 
multiply number of calories by .3 and divide by 9). 

Scott is co-author of the "The Living Heart Diet," 
"The Living Heart Brand Name Shopper's Guide" and the 
"The Living Heart Guide to Eating Out." 

COM student Katrina Gilmore models a spring outfit 
for the Organi7.8tion of African-American Culture 
fashion show held in the Student Center March 3. Ten 
models, three men and seven women, presented formal, 
casual and funkie wear in ~moon Spring Fashion 
Carousel '94. (Photo by SU$8nLitUeton) 

-
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COM classes offer low-cost, practical services 

COM students Blake Lee, on left, and Nathan Leist rebuild a diesel transmission for their automotive class. 
(Photo by Susan Littleton) 

Co-op program offers on-job training 
By MARCE D00 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland offers co-op programs for 
graphic arts, business studies and technical studies. All 
of these disciplines are located in the Technical Educa
tional Building. 

The co-op program "is applied learning, integrating 
classroom experience with real world experience," said 
Colleena Brown, graphic arts instructor and co-op teach
er. 

The graphic arts co-op qualifications are similar to 
the qualifications for the business co-op and the technical 
co-op. In order to qualify for any of these co-op pro
grams a student needs to be close to the end of his last 
semester and attend co-op course seminars. "The students 
also need to be proficient in a certain job market and 
have marketable experience," Brown said. 

Co-op programs provide students with a broader 
work experience. Brown said co-oping gives students 
"real-world working experience and (experience in) how 
to work with other employees." Students also get experi

. ence in dealing with realistic deadlines and developing 
new job skills and knowledge. Finally, the program 
gives credit toward a diploma. 

Co-op programs also benefit employers. Most co-op 
students are flexible and can be put into various job are
as. This allows the employer to use the student wherever 
he is needed. Having the student monitored by the co-op 
teacher also gives initiative to the student to do well, 
which in turn gives the employer a better worker. 

The specific qualifications a student must fulfill for 

said graphic arts co-op students give presentations on 
topics, such as confident public speaking, effective lis
tening, dealing with difficult people and getting things 
done. The book Seven Habits of Highly Effective Peo
ple, by Stephen Covey, is the subject for another oral 
presentation report. 

Co-op students also are required to attend seminars 
on a variety of topics. 

Universal topics for all co-op students include: how 
to dress professionally, how to deal with other employ
ees and how to deal with work-related problems. 

The graphic arts co-op program offers specific semi
nars on copy right laws and how to assemble and present 
a portfolio, among others, Brown said. 

How each class is handled varies according to the co
op area as well as the individual instructor. Brown starts 
each class period by having students talk about their ex
periences. This way students learn how others handled 
certain situations, thereby learning how to handle theirs. 

At the beginning of the semester, Brown sits down 
with the employer and the student to set up "confidenc
es." Confidences are goals to be accomplished by the 
student, such as being a self-starter, being punctual and 
developing good business manners. At the end of the se
mester the student is graded on whether or not he met the 
confidences. 

During the semester both the instructor and employ
er stay in contact with each other in case either one has a 
question about the student. At the end of the semester 
the instructor sends an evaluation form to the employer 
to fill out about the student and return to the instructor. 
After the evaluation comes back, the instructor sits down 
with the student and discusses it. 

co-oping depend on the student's major. Each program The co-op program is not for everyone, but students 
has various specific requirements the co-op student must having an interest in a certain job area may benefit from 
meet; however, all co-op students are responsible for an the program because it can help them develop skills in 
oral presentation on professional improvement. Brown that area. - . . . . . 
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By DAWN LAURSEN 
Assistant Editor 

How many times have you wished you could get 
spruced up for spring by getting a perm, or a nail job? 
How long has your car been sitting in the driveway be
cause you can't afford to take it to the shop and pay 
those outrageous labor fees? What about that day care 
where your child is staying while you're in class? Is it a 
safe one? Do you trust the people watching your child? 

What about that job you're looking for? Does.it re
quire a resume like most job offers do? Or are you hav
ing problems in math? Do you wish you had a formatted 
disk to give you more time to study on your own? 

Well, guess what? College of the Mainland can as
sist you with your need to hang onto pennies because of 
the tight budget you're keeping to stay in college. 

COM has services for hair and nail jobs, auto repair, 
child care and resume writing. COM offers these services 
to everyone at the college and the surrounding communi
ty, but cannot advertise the reduced rates. 

One thing to remember in using these services of
fered at COM, is that the students are in a learning envi
ronment. They do not have the experience and expertise 
of a professional. 

It's great to be able to get a haircut at $4, or a perm 
at half the regular commercial price. Or maybe you're 
looking for a frost? Coloring? These aloso are at reduced 
rates. The cosmetology department is located at 1500 
Appomattox across from the main entrance of COM on 
Amburn Road. For an appointment call (409) 938-1211 
or (713) 280-3991, Ext 480. 

ff you want to get your face and nails done, a special 
class exists just for that. Instructor Karen Darden's even
ing class can give you a partial or complete facial, a 
manicure or pedicure. Though this is a different depart
ment from hair, it is still part of the cosmetology pro
gram. To set up an appointment call Darden, evenings, 
at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280- 3991, Ext. 480. 

For those whose car breaks down on a regular basis, 
COM has an automotive department, and get this -- they 
don't charge for labor. You do, however, have to pur-
chase yoli own parts. . 

Automotive instructor LaVoy Wooten says the only 
stipulation is that the class has to be learning that cer
tain repair at the time of service. The students are now 
studying air conditioning, engine overhaul, fuel and elec
tric systems, so if your car needs of any of these repairs 
call at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 286. 

Another point that Wooten emphasizes is that you 
will have to be able to leave your car for an unspecified 
amount of time. The automotive department also helps 
those on fixed incomes. 

For those with children 6 weeks through 5 years, 
COM's child development class has a day care center on 
campus. There is a waiting list; Director.Kay Butler says 
it's easier to enroll an older child than a 6-week-old baby. 

Each child requires a $10 registration fee per semes
ter. In-district fees are $45 per child per week and out-of
district fees are $55 per child per week. The day care is 
open Monday through Thursday from 7:45 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Fridays from 7:45 a.m. to noon. 

The center provides not only a safe environment for 
your child, but also breakfast, lunch and an afternoon 
snack. For more information call Butler at (409) 938-
1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 390. 

Innovations, the computer lab formerly called the 
MCL, also assists anyone with resumes for job hunting. 
The lab's extended hours are 7:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday; Fridays 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; 
and Saturdays 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Innovations personnel also will format disks for 
MA T1-I 0300, 0310 and 0320. For more information call 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 370. 



Installation art shown 
Continued from Page ----------

fectionist She believes that we look for perfection but 
"only find the void of inadequacy where we have failed to 
live up to our judge's expectations." The judge is our 
conscience, according to Garrett-Coon. 

Sartwelle envisions in Paradise Lost (in Montana), a 
modem-day Garden of Eden in which Man and Woman 
are the eternal Adam and Eve who "play their roles in a 
psychological forest of events where life and death be
come one with nature." Sartwelle incorporates black and 
white photographs with her sculptures in order "to create 
the unfolding drama of paradise which has been lost due 
to humanity's unconscious actions." 

The installations may be viewed through April 14, 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. For a key 
to gallery, call Fine Arts secretary Joyce Palmer at (4Q<J) 
938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 348. 

Renovations planned 
Continued from Page .t----------
be designated for credit card use while the two others will 
be for checks and cash. The bookstore hopes to be online 
with credit card companies instead of needing to call in 
each purchase. 

The side counter for scholarships and grants will be 
shortened and a computer will be added linking the book
store to the COM Financial Aid Office to instantly ap
prove aid charges. 

Slawson stresses that renovations will not affect 
prices because the main priority is student service. 

The COM bookstore strives to give students servic
es, such as high quality textbooks without high mark
ups, an opportunity to sell books back the week of fi
nals, extended store hours at the beginning of each 
semester, graduation paraphernalia and personal check 
cashing up to $5. 

Slawson, however, advises students to keep a close 
-watch on their books during the-week of finals because 
of COM's liberal buy-back policy. COM does not re
quire a receipt, as do many colleges to sell books back, 
only a student ID. 

The bookstore opens daily at 8:30 a.m. and closes 
on Mondays and Tuesdays at 7 p.m., Wednesdays and 
Thursdays at 5 p.m. and Fridays at 4 p.m. 

Student remembered 
Continued from Page 1-----------

dents and faculty members. COM English instructor 
Ouida Sanmann remembers Knight as a young man "full 
oflife and joy." 

English Professor Brenda Brown said, "He was the 
type of student who was always there and always had a 
smile for you." 

One of Knight's closest friends Jose Larralde said: 
"Trent was a great guy. We knew each other since the 
sixth or seventh grade, but we didn't get to know each 
other until the summer of 1990. 

"It's funny, I had talked to him earlier Saturday 
morning," Larralde continued. "Then I received a phone 
call Sunday morning from his family, telling me that 
Trent was in an accident One minute we're here then 
gone the next" Larralde added, "I will remember the two 
of us having the best of times together." 

Knight's death affected many people. "It wasn't fair," 
said COM student Sergio Renovato-Vasquez. "Trent 
didn't deserve to die at such a young age. It isn't what 
anyone deserves. You make your own peace, are strong 
for those who need you, cry if you need to, but you 
move on because Trent would've wanted you to." 

Funeral services were held in the chapel of Emken
Linton Funeral Home in Texas City and the burial ser
vice was at Galveston Memorial Park Cemetery in 
Hitchcock. 

He is survived by his parents, Doug Knight of 
Dickinson and Jan Knight of Texas City; grandmothers 
Irene Knight and Nancy Gordon of Texas City; beloved 
girlfriend Jolene Sonnier; aunts, uncles and other rela
tives. 
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The Woodwinds Quintet performs the chamber works of Brubeck, Mmart, Mendelssohn and other composers at 
the Names Project reception held in the COM Art Gallery March 10. Counterclockwise from left are Danette 
Karacostas, Megan Gonom, Karl Greb, Chris Sebesta and John Wolfskill, COM woodwinds instructor. 

(Photo by Susan Littleton) 

COM police working for safer campus 
Continued from Page 1----------
more quickly in an emergency situation. Parking stickers 
would allow officers to easily identify vehicles which do 
not belong on campus. Thus, COM police could protect 
COM students, faculty and staff more easily, Swindell 
emphasized. 

Presently the COM police department has seven 
full-time officers including Swindell. However, she said, 
she acts more as an administrator since the adoption of 
Total Quality Management 

In the past, the COM police had a director who 
handled all administrative duties-for the-department and 
filled in if needed. Since the college is open 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week, the six full-time officers rotate 
working different shifts. Day is 7 a.m. to 3 p.m., even
ing is 3 to 11 and night is 11 p.m. to 7 a.m. 

Usually two officers work during the day and even
ing shifts, but generally only one officer works during 
the night shift 

Swindell would also like for the college to hire a 
certified dispatcher who will know how to handle calls 
for emergency assistance. She said, "We need to be able 
to respond as promptly as we can." 

COM police have only one patrol car and two golf 
carts. The patrol car, however, is not equipped with a ra
dio or cage (the metal bars between the front and back 
seats) as city and state patrol cars are. Also, the golf 
carts are not equipped with lights to make them more 
visible at night. 

Swindell believes that not only would additional pa
trol cars be useful in patrolling the campus, but also 
would act as visible deterrents whether parked or patrol
ling. 

Additional patrol cars would also enable COM po
lice to patrol COM property away from the main cam
pus, including the cosmetology building across Amburn 
Road and the La Marque Center on Delmar Street which 
is used for COM's apprentice program.· Properly 
equipped patrol cars also would be used to transport sus
pects. 

Swindell also feels that the department needs addi
tional space to conduct interviews with victims or to 
hold suspects. A victim of sexual assualt or rape requires 
more privacy in order to feel secure before answering 
questions, Swindell emphasized. Also, with additional 
space, suspects would be secured to ensure the safety of 
employees working in the police office. 

In 1993 the COM police reported 138 cases filed in 
comparison to 126 cases filed in 1992. 

So far in 1994, the police report 28 cases filed in
cluding 12 thefts, three criminal mischiefs, two assualts, 
two terroristic threats, two harrassments, one burglary of 
a building, two disorderly conducts, one weapons posses
sion and three incidences of either fires, spills, motor ac
cidents, personal accidents, or traffic or parking viola
tions. 

To offer security suggestions to the COM police, 
call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 403. 

New album reunifes former members 
BY BRYAN W. HAUSER 
Staff Reporter 

Self-taught songwriter and singer Declan MacMa
nus, aka Elvis Costello, perfonned rock 'n' roll with his 
band the Attractions from 1969 until the band split from 
him in 1988. Since the split Costello has had a tenuous 
ride unsuccessfully lighting the spark that he once had. 

During Costello's solo career it was easy to spot a 
disenchanted Costello fan. His fans were the ones who 
cringed when Costello let his bait grow out, and sneered 
when he gained weight and started hanging out with Paul 
McCartney. But now the die-hard fans of Costello have 
something to shout about. 

Brutal Youth is Costello's 17th recording, anct it 
has everything his earlier albums had: punkish anger, su
perb melodies, sarcastic wit, and best of all, the Attrac
tions. The two have blended Costello's solo traits: crea
tive arrangem~nts, tenderness, and daring and literate 
lyrics. 

The album's catchy tunes seem to be a throw-back 
to Costello's 1979 album Armed Forces. On Brutal 
Youth, songs like "Sulky Girl" trot out three different 
chorus hooks. "20% Amnesia" is one of the hardest 
songs Costello has ever cut "This Is Hell" is a Celtic
tinged, dark-humored track. "Clown Strike" harks back 
to his early rockabilly gems, and "Kinder Murder" tells 
the story of a barfly going off to commit a rape between 
rounds of drinks. Costello is clearly appalled, but he 
tells the story simply and lets the listener fill in the 
blanks. 

The most memorable track on Brutal Youth, "Just 
about Glad," grabs a typical Costello theme: messed-up 
romance with a grown-up twist. "Just About Glad" is an 
ultimate non-love song, celebrating a fling that never 
happened and that never should happen. 

Costello has found the missing link: the Attrac
tions. Brutal Youth is a flashback with a twist, coming 
six years after the Attractions split from Costello. Since 
then Costello as well as the Attractions have grown in 
musical knowledge. 
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What's Happening 
Student recital held 

Five music students from College of the Mainland 
performed at this year's Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Con
ference Spring Recital at Lee College in Baytown March 
10. 

Thirty-two music students from seven colleges in 
this area performed. The colleges included: Alvin Com
munity, Brazosport, COM, Houston Community, Lee, 
San Jacinto Central and San Jacinto South. 

COM music student Fairy Duncan played three clas
sical pieces on acoustic guitar. Amy Ellis, on flute, was 
accompanied by James Stephens on guitar on "Tango" 
and "Prelude in E Minor." Ellis also later played a flute 
duet with Patty Craig, "Rondo Capriccioso," a Mozart 
piece. Bryan Bourgeois, on piano, also played a Mozart 
piece, "Sonata in F Major." 

Galveston Bay cleanup 

Sex Bowl chairwoman Heidi Kulick, at podium, asks questions of two teams in the Student Center March 10. Human 
sexuality instructor Michael Hunt,on far left,judges answers in the SAB-sponsored game about sexually transmitted 
diseases and human sexuality. Betty Day and Idris Shaik, center, keep score. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

, The Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commis
sion will be sponsoring a Galveston Bay and San Jacinto 
River clean-up effort April 23 from 9 until 11:30 a.m. 

Each clean-up effort will have several locations. The 
Galveston Bay check-in sites with information phone 
numbers are Bay Area Park (713) 467-8857 and Texas 
City Dike (409) 935-1408. 

Misconceptions surround St. Patrick The San Jacinto River clean-up check-in sites with 
information phone numbers are San Jacinto County 
Fairgrounds at Coldspring (713) 592-6462; San Jacinto 
Battlefield State Park (713) 479-2431; Alexander Dues
sen Park at Lake Houston (713) 332-5157; and Raven 
Ranger District Office in Sam Houston National Forest 
(713) 344-6205. 

By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

Many people think of March 17 as simply a holiday 
to wear green and drink green beer. St. Patrick's Day is, 
however, a revered holiday of the Irish in honor of their 
patron saint, St. Patrick, who lived during the time of 
the Roman Empire. 

The actual life of St. Patrick, however, is filled with 
many misconceptions. The stories of SL Patrick includ
ing how he drove the snakes from Ireland, how he taught 
the Christian idea of the Trinity using a three-leaf clover 
and how he challenged the Druids at Tara are merely leg
ends. 

E.A. Thompson writes in his book Who Was Saint 
Patrick? that, also contrary to popular belief, Patrick was 
not Irish. He was a Briton. Irish raiders kidnapped and 
enslaved Patrick at the age of 16 along with thousands of 
his people. Patrick's family and relatives escaped cap
ture. 

Also, Patrick was not highly religious as a boy 

even though he came from a family of clergymen. Pa
trick's father Calpumius was a deacon, and his grandfa
ther Potitus was a priest (At this time married clergy 
was the norm though Pope Siricus insisted on celibacy.) 
Also Patrick did not believe in the living God of his 
church until after his capture. According to Thompson, 
Patrick believed he and many of his people were captured 
because "they had departed away from God" and "did not 
heed their bishops." 

Thompson cites that Patrick was thought to have 
worlced as a shepherd during his years of enslavement on 
the countryside near Killala on the borders of Co Sligo, 
and that it was during his enslavement that his faith in 
God grew. 

At 22 Patrick escaped from Ireland and spent about 
three years in Gaul before returning to his parents in 
Britain. Patrick, now in his 20s, was a different person. 
Thompson describes Patrick as having become a "deeply, 
even obsessively Christian" and no longer "a carefree, 
sinful lad." 

Little is known about Patrick's life from around his 
mid-20s to mid-40s. According to Thompson, it is be
lieved that Patrick, now a deacon, was no longer living 
in Britain during this period but perhaps living in Ire
land. 

Thompson writes that, also contrary to popular be
lief, Patrick was not the first bishop sent to Ireland. 

Pope Celestine appointed Palladius in 431 as "bishop of 
the Irish who believe in Christ." According to Sixteen 
Centuries with Ireland's Patron Saint Patrick, Palladius' 
mission to Ireland as bishop lasted only a year and ended 
with his death. After Palladius' death, Bishop Germanus 
and Patrick decided it was time for Patrick to "set forth at 
once to the work for which God 

Trash Bash celebrations will follow clean-ups. 

had so manifestly called him." 
Thus, around 432, Patrick was 
consecrated bishop with the task 
of evangelising the Irish. 

Patrick successfully guided 
the "flock of the Lord" which 
grew "increasingly excellent un
der his very devoted attention" 
throughout his mission to the 
Irish, Thompson cites. , 

Patrick moved west to the 
rugged peaks of Crochan Aigili 
which overlook Clew Bay. It is 
here -- on the mountain Croagh 
Patrick or Patrick's Hill -- that 
the legend of Patrick driving the 
snakes and venomous creatures 
with the aid of his miraculous 
staff took place. Today, the 
mountain is still considered 
holy. Once a year in July Irish 
pilgrims climb the mountain in 
one day. The more devout re
move their shoes and journey 
barefoot 

Other traditions such as 
wearing green or carrying a 
shamrock for good luck were 
not the ideas of St. Patrick. Ac
cording to Sixteen Centuries 
with Ireland's Patron Saint Pa
trick, the earliest reference of 
wearing the shamrock is not do
cumented until the 17th century. 
The shamrock was highly re
garded in olden times as a de
fense against the power of 
witches. Irish peasants often car
ried the leaf on journeys across 
moors to fend off banshees and 
fairies. 

Join us for a fun-filled 
afternoon from 1-4 
Sunday, April 10 as 

UH-Clear Lake presents 
Showcase '94. It's your 

chance to personally 
visit with faculty and 

staff about educational 
opportunities, careers 
and job markets. Visit 
the information fair to 

learn about admissions, 
multicultural services, 

scholarships, 
international services, 
student organizations, 
counseling and career 

services and more! 

• ti 0 

Special presentations -
at 1:30,.2:15 and3 p.m. 

• Admissions & 
Scholarships: 
How to Get Stancd 

• What's Available in 
Financial Aid 

• Getting a Job.in the '90s 
• Co-op 101: 

Earn While You Learn 

3:30 
Reception & Door Pri7.CS 

UH-Clear Lake 
2700 Bay Arca Boulevard 
Foe mo,c infomiacion, all (713) 283-2516 oc 283-2508. 
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TIPA Award-winner 
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COM student wins· 
newspaper award 
By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

College of the Main
land student Rodney Conley 
won an award from the 
1993 Texas Intercollegiate 
Press Association contest 
which was held April 9 in 
Corpus Christi for his. work 
on COM's student publica
tion, InterCOM. He also 
won an award from TIP A in 
1992. 

Conley won honorable Rodney Conley 
mention for his illustration of Martin Luther King· Jr. 
and Malcolm X for an article in the February 1993 issue. 

Upon hearing of his second award, Conley said, 
"Compared to the shlocky day I was having, it certainly 
came as a big shock." 

While serving as managing editor of InterCOM, 
£-onley won second place in the 1992 TIPA contest for 
his headline: "Telephone theft leaves office holding for 
answer" in the March/April 1992 issue. 

Conley has worked off and on with the InterCOM 
since August 1990. He worked as managing editor for 
both fall 1991 and spring 1992 and served as advising ed
itor spring 1993. Currently, Conley is not on staff, but 
does not hestitate to help out if asked. 

"If I know they need help, I'll help out, " Conley 
explained. "During this last issue I helped out for about 
six or eight hours. What can I say, I get a kick out of 
it." Conley plans to transfer to Sam Houston State Uni
versity, Huntsville, this fall to study art and journalism. 

In the seven years InterCOM has competed in the 

See TIPA Page 7 

Nowak 1993-94 teacher of year 
By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

Real Estate instructor Richard Nowak was 
named Outstanding Teacher for 1993-1994 at the 
College of the Mainland Employee Recognition 
Dinner held April 22 at the Hotel Galvez in Galves
ton. 

Nowak said he was "shocked, but very happy" 
about the award. He said that his program is relative
ly small, so the award was totally unexpected. Now
ak elaborated that the·Outstanding Teacher award is 
"the most significant type of award a teacher can get 
because it is from the students." 

Nowak ~ght business and real estate at Hous
ton Community College for four years prior to be
ginning to teach part-time at COM in 1°983. He be
gan teaching full-time at COM during fall 1989. 

The instructor received his bachelor's degree in 
business administration from the University of 
Houston, central campus, and his master's in busi
ness from the University of Houston-Clear Lake. He 
also has additional graduate hours towcrd his doctor
ate for community college leadership at Baylor Uni
versity in Waco. 

Upon winning the Outstanding Teacher Award, 
Nowak automatically becomes COM's Piper Profes
sor nominee for next year. Piper awards are awarded 
state-wide to 10 teachers of higher education. The 
number of nominees each college or university is al
lowed is based on enrollment. 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, COM dean oflnstruction and 
Student Development, presents the Outstanding 
Teacher ot tile Year award to real estate instructor 
Richard Nowak as COM students David Shoup, 
back left, and Bob Myers applaud. Shoup and Myers 
served on the selection committee for the award. 

(Photo by Susan Littleton) 

Nowak was among five finalists for the award. 
The other four nominees included biology instructor 
Emmeline Dodd, cosmetology instructor Pamela 
Mayes, chemistry instructor K. Sellers and nursing 
instructor Charlotte Wisnewski. 

and the previous year's outstanding teacher, selected 
five finalists based on student voting. Student mem
bers of the committee included Stephanie Brown, 
Becky Manuel, Bob Myers, Tammy Murk and David 
Shoup. Biology instructor Dr. Renate True, who 

The selection committee, made up of students See Selection Page 7 

Chronicle reporter visits cla.sses 
By JENNIFER H. WOESTE 
Staff Reporter 

Spending a day with former presidents 
generally is not part of the job description 
for most College of the Mainland alumni, 
but it is for Mike Murphy, a sports writer 
for the Houston Chronicle. 

When Murphy covered a recent celebrity 
golf tournament for charity, he interviewed 
both Presidents Bush and Ford, even though 
Bush didn't play. Bush offered only his pres
ence this year since last year one of his golf 
balls hit a spectator. 

Murphy, an award-winning writer, re-
_·cently visited the InterCOM staff and dis
cussed how his journalism career developed 
at COM, continued at University of Hous
ton-Clear Lake and has flourished at the 
Houston Chronicle. 

per, Murphy learned the ropes of journal
ism. Completing summer classes allowed 
him to graduate in 1990 -- only taking three 
and half years to complete his undergraduate 
program. 

The roles reversed for !Yf urphy as stu
dents interviewed him about his career path 
and the journalism field. Besides highly 
commending COM's journalism program, 
Murphy explained the importance of getting 
solid internship experience, good writing 
skills and networking. 

Mike Murphy, Houston Chronicle sports reporter, talks to journalism classes 
April 5 about newspaper writing, jobs and pay and qualificati.ons. The former 
COM student and InterCOM editor won the William Randolph Hearst National 
Award for Best Sports Feature in May 1993. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

After spending many years as an illus
trator, Murphy decided to pursue a journal-

- ism career. As editor of the InterCOM and 
the UHCLIDIA/f, UHCL's school newspa-

·Immediately after graduating from 
UHCL, Murphy began at the Chronicle, a 
rarity for journalism graduates, he said. Na
tionally, most journalism graduates begin at 
small community papers. Murphy attributes 
his good luck to playing basketball with 
some sports writers from the Chronicle. 
However, developing leads to a job is just 
part of it, he said. A writer must be able to 
demonstrate a strong portfolio and good 

See Ex-student Page 7 
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Editorials/News 

COM nursing student Walter Manuel, back left, was selected runner-up for the Student of the Year award from the 
Texas Nursing Student ~iation. Ron Jones, to right of Manuel, Julie McPherson, sitting on left, and Karen 
Crowder were the COM nursing nominees for the Student of the Year award. Faculty adv~rs are Mary Hernandez, 
back left, and Tom Hawkins, back right. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

Nursing student receives award 
By JENNIFER H. WOESTE 
Staff Reporter 

The Texas Nursing Students Association, consisting 
of 4,200 members, recently announced a College of the 
Mainland student as the runner-up for the association's 
Student of the Year award at the annual state convention. 

Walter Manuel, a nursing student in the associate of 
science program, was one of the four COM representa
tives nominated for the award by COM's nursing faculty. 
Karen Crowder, Julie McPherson and Ron Jones were 
the other nominees. The award is based on grades, com
munity service and school activities. 

"Members of the TNSA have demonstrated leader
ship skills and enthusiasm, which led to the nomination 
of the four candidates," said Mary Lou Hernandez, nurs
ing instructor and one of the TNSA advisers. "The lead-
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ership style within the group has definitely developed 
within the last two years. Walter is one of those lead
ers." 

Marcie Suitt, president of COM's Student Nursing 
Association, said of Manuel, "Walter is a real hard work
er and very involved with our organization." According 
to Suitt, Manuel planned to attend the convention to 
present a scrapbook for competition, but since he be
came ill, he sent the scrapbook with someone else. 

When COM participants returned from the conven
tion, they only told him that the scrapbook did not 
place, Suitt said. Unsuspecting, Manuel went to his pro
fessional development class and was surprised to hear 
Suitt announce that she had a presentation to make -- his 
award. 

"I was completely shocked by her announcement," 
Manuel said. 

When Manuel graduates this spring and begins at 
the University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston, he 
will receive a one-year membership to the Texas Nursing 
Association for his award. A membership costs $500. 

Reader praises editor 
Amy Taft, Journal~ editor 
Campus InterCOM News Staff 
Dear Amy, 

This letter is to commend you on your diligent and 
supportive effort in publishing the March 1994 news ar
ticle on safety suggestions for the COM Police. 

You have demonstrated a remarkable talent in pro
fessional journalism. Keep up the good work and good 
luck in your academic pursuit here at the College of the 
Mainland 
Thanks. 
Officer Gallon J. Swindell 
College of the Mainland Police Department 

Church seeks entertainers 
The First United Methodist Church of Texas City 

seeks a variety of talents for Spring Fest '94 set for May 
21. This outreach program will help feed the needy. For 
information contact Rhonda Fousak at (409) 94~-3875. 

· ..... , . : \'\ ·•·' " •,.. ", • .. 

Younger generation 
lacks family values 

Dawn 
Laursen 

In our daily papers we read incident after incident of 
violence in our schools. Teachers and students are at
tacked viciously for no apparent reason other than for the 
way they walk or talk, or that they just happen to be in 
the way. 

What has happened to the morals I grew up with 
some 15, 20 years ago? 

When I was young I would never have dreamed of 
sassing a teacher, unless I was wanting to be rapped 
across the knuckles with a ruler. I never would have 
dared to talk back at my parents or disobeyed them be
cause I grew up in a time when children respected their 
elders -- most certainly their parents. Back then I was 
able to walk the streets alone anytime I felt like it, 
which sometimes was 4 a.m. (my quiet time). I didn't 
have to worry about being accosted, raped dr killed. 

Today, however, I wouldn't even walk out the door 
after dark because it's not safe.There isn't even safety in 
numbers anymore. Four Rice University students, two 
men and two women, were recently accosted in the Rice 
parking lot by two thugs wanting their car. They took 
the car and abducted one of the women and raped her. 

Today's teens have become progressively more vio
lent because of the lack of morals in our homes and 
schools. Because of single-parent families, children often 
relate to parents as friends. Parents, trying to have a rela
tionship with their children in the little time allotted be
tween work and school, attempt to make up for it by 
being more permissive and allowing them more freedom 
to roam around unsupervised. This in ~ creates an en
vironment in which children say, "Who cares?" 

If parents and police would work together to enforce 
curfews, parents would be more assured of their teen
agers' safety and thereby show they care. 

The government has taken corporal punishment out 
of the home and schools, and parents as well as teacher 
are afraid to follow through with other corrective meas
ures that insist on obedience from our youth. Measures 
such as extra chores to keep children busy, or running er
rands for parents are effective only if the parents follow 
through and make sure these chores and errands are being 
done. 

We might as well face facts, our youth are not dumb 
by any measure; they read the papers, and they learn 
from other children that the law is on their .side. There
fore, they feel they have no need to respect authority be
cause they are not afraid of the consequences that follow. 

. According to a February 1992 article in The Dallas . 
Morning News, psychologists say that "the increase in 
violence against educators and students is largely due to 
the students' inability to respect authority, handle anger 
constructively and resolve problems." 

Now is the time to reinstate our family values and 
to not only know what our children are doing, but to ~ 
involved with them in their lives in such a way that they 
learn respect through our caring, and know that they are 
really loved. 

Baseball leagues as well as other organired sports al
low parents to become involved with their children and 
also help keep the children off the streets. 

To teach our children to respect us, we have to show 
them we care, and we need to respect them as individuals 
with feelings. It's a struggle every day to find quality 
time for each other. But if we truly care, isn't it time to 

s~now? . ~ ; . _ . . .•.,, 



Bass offers solutions to complaints 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Starr Reporter 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, College of the Mainland dean 
of Instruction and Student Developmen; held a forum on 
April 14 to allow students to air any problems they are 
having in their college life at COM. 

Barbara Ray, a child development student, com
plained that non-students are given preferential treatment 
in_ the child development lab. 

"I would rather work in the child care lab instead of 
being a student custodian." She continued that working 
in the lab would be more consistent with her educational 
goals at COM. 

Throughout the remainder of the meeting she stated 
many other problems she is having with the child care 
lab and the people who are in control of it 

Dr. Bass responded: "You sure have a lot of prob
lems with our program. If you have a specific grievance 
with any member or members of our staff, then we have 
a grievance process published in the college catalogue 
that all students should have received before or during the 
registration process." 

Next Tonya Newell, a COM vocal student and Stu
dent Activities Board member, said: "I get here at 7 a.m.; 
the janitors hardly ever have the doors to the Fine Arts 
Building open. I have to call a custodian or security to 
get in. Sometimes no one is around and I have to go to 
the gym to get out of the cold." 

Dr. Bass responded that college hours are from 7:30 
a.m. to 10 p.m., Monday through Friday. He added that 
during the upcoming summer, the hours will be altered 
to include Saturday and Sunday. 

,,.,,;. 
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Betty Day, an SAB 
member, announced that 
she has a problem with 
leaving the college late at 
night "When I leave the 
college at night, I don't see 
any security in the parking 
lot. I don't feel safe." 

Dr. Bass said that the 
COM police would be hap
py to escort students to 
their cars in this situation. 

The dean also brought 
up the fact that he has re-
ceived petitions from stu- Dr. Donald G. B~ 

dents indicating that COM has not done its part in help
ing handicapped students. Yet no one showed up at the 
forum to support the petition. 

"There is a staff person available to help handi
capped students and her name is Vicki Gorski," Dr. Bass 
said. "She identifies students that are physically or men
tally disabled. We have altered the campus to make it 
easier for disabled students. We have installed visual and 
audio aids for handicapped students. We have installed an 
elevator in the Leaming Resource Center and door ramps 
all around the college specifically aimed at helping han
dicapped students. Also, we plan on fixing the elevator 
in the Student Center for the same reason." 

The next forum meeting is planned for early fall. 
Students who have problems they need to discuss may 
contact Dean Bass at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, 
Ext. 229. 
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s,.=1ng glrdening'. fever .... 
t~iggers :viciou~ ~eactiq~ 
.Bf OAWl'e J.AJJtSE~ ·••·••· . .·.· ... 
Assistant EditoF 

Spring is in the air. When .1 was young, I al* 
w~ beard that spring fever was fo.r.Jovers, a ~ 

;i~et~!:n~:1tS·.=':t~··>· 
my home, when the ducks and geese are breeding. 
However, breeding isn't left up to just humans and 

' the animals! ... 
··•·•· )Jle.fevetcl&it.1ese ~ •i IY spri~ !~ sat* 
' denilig. Old teaves·and ~get.raked intda· 

compost pile in the back yard~ the new~ and 
flowers emerge from Mother Barth.: The ground 
~ wamied signifacaody and I fmdan uresistable. 

~-~:i:~~=:t:;::. soil~~> 
l want evety year to be the one t.o ffl.!Ch Yard

of-the-Month status, when WHAMMO - I've got 
the itclt again. The poison iYy itch. 

······•· .. ~ Cursed p~Uhat every B3tdener ~ :~. ivoid gets me eveiy.year. The problem is l never 
. can. avoid it! In my eagerness to get my yard in 

tip-top shape, lfmd myself smack-dab in the mid-
dle of the poison ivy pateh before I can do any* 

~~t;!!'~irace wasm:I~ irt a vicioillf 
way. I woke up one morning almost blind, With 
two eyes that barely could see in the mirror, lhe 
swelling had taken place ove~ght. Of cour~. fm 
nq!.g.oing tp g<> ~~ ont and. ~nis~ the chore ~J, 

···• bad e,rpected to; f4e itch won'.f qUitJtclling long . 
enough to allow me the chance.. 

The doctor put me on some scary steriods for 
a few days, warning me that if I used too much of 
the ere.am, it could change the structure of my face! 
ltts 901 bad enouglt lhat I now haye an inferiority} 
complex. becausel look like a balloon. but now .• 
there is a chance that I might OC'\'et be recognized 
again for who I am . 

.•.. • .· . ❖• So I pro. myself that rm going IO let < · 
~:ne elsegq otitand spray Round-up weed >? ..... 
killer out there by my fence, so $it my clematis 
vines will have something to climb on. Then next 
year I will attempt to take the ser:K'$ of shots that 
will build up~· immunity in my body to howful* 

.Jy.~vent anot;bFpo~n i\'y~~k.. t ....... . 
··· · ···you ternembet.the old saying, "Leaves of.• 
three, quickly flee, berries white, poisonous 
sight~ 

Sandra l3~.~"bes in ~ aJ#tje, Poi.wn 
. Q~~nd lvy, lflJ,:#:Jtthesan4 .lVl,at. to 4o, QUi<... •. ..... merous ways to &wclop an immune tolerance to .·.·. 

these plants. Some temedies are old wives tales. 
and others the reader will have to be find out for 
himself~ But a: few tips are worth. a million infec• 

.. !i9!i~• .. ·. 

Mother's Day: Holiday to give thanks not just gifts 

My mother always has a list of things she wants 
about a week before Mother's Day. And if I do not want 
to be on her bad side, I get some of those items. I love 
my mother and I do not feel that it is a responsibility, 
unlike some others, to get something for her to show 
my appreciation. 

Mother's Day is a day set aside to honor the woman 

who gave you life. 
Mother's Day is not a very old holiday; it is less 

than a hundred years old. The mother of Mother's Day is 
Anna Reeves Jarvis, according to The American Book of 
Days. Through Jarvis' hard work and organi:zation, the 
first Mother's Day proclamation was issued by the gov
enorof West Virgina in 1910. In 1914 President Woo
drow Wilson issued a proclamation setting aside the sec
ond Sunday in May as Mother's Day. 

Most children look at Mother's Day as a responsi
bility. They feel they have to give their mother a gift 
Unfortunately society has commercialized Mother's Day 
enough to make this true. Sometimes the mothers ex-
pecC their children to get them gifts. . 

What these children do not realire, however, is how 

special it is to have a mother, especially one who is 
alive. Some children do not have a mother because she 
died an early death. Others, like my older brother whom I 
have never seen, were given up for adoption as babies. 
These children may have an adoptive mother, but I won
der if they think about or even long for the birth mother 
they have never seen. 

I can only imagine what the loss of a mother would 
be like year-round and particularly on Mother's Day. It 
must be especially painful for those children - perhaps 
like sticking a knife in a wound and twisting it around to 
make the person feel worse. 

Mother's Day is a day set aside to give thanks to our 
mothers, not because we have to, but because we want 
to. 



Page 4, April/May 1994, InterCOM 

Student Activities Board members set up the semesterly Multicultural Luncheon April 12 in the Student Center Sun 
Room. From left are SAB sponsor Maryann Urick; SAB members Pam Jonte (partially bidden), Gay Prisock and 
Tonya Newell. Jonte's husband James is pictured top right. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

Luncheon celebrates heritages 
By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities 
Board held its third Multicultural Luncheon April 12 in 
the Student Center Sun Room during College Hour. The 
luncheons give students, faculty and staff an opportunity 
to gather together and celebrate their heritages each se
mester. 

The idea for the lunc_heon was first suggested by 
Gay Prisock and Betty Day, both COM students, at an 
SAB planning meeting, said Maryann Urick, Recreation
al Programs coordinator and SAB sponsor. 

The main objective of the luncheon is for partici
pants to bring food and pictures or other articles which 
best represent their culture to share with others. 

Food dishes were placed on a table and labeled ac
cording to name and the country represented. Foods in
cluded New England clam chowder (French Canadian), 
Irish potatoes and cheese pie, German potato salad, Jam
balaya (New Orleans), Russian egg salad, sausage and 

sauerkraut (Czechoslavakia) and fried chicken (the south
ern United States). 

Wreaths representing Kwanzaa (an African celebra
tion held around Christmas time) were also on display. 

During the luncheon It's in Every One·of Us, avid
eo presenting images of the other cultures, was shown to 
add to the atmosphere. 

Toward the end of the program, SAB President Da
vid Pyawasay, who hosted the luncheon, asked partici
pants to share a cultural experience. 

Pyawasay, whose background includes Penobscok, 
Mennomenee, Chippewa and Pottowatami Indian cul
tures, described his participation in intertribal pow-wows 
as a child. 

History instructor Dr. Lee McGriggs explained that 
because black Southerners ate fried chicken after church 
on Sundays, it earned the name Gospel Chicken. 

COM student Idris Brigny described his parents re
turning to India to find a husband for his sister, and 
Urick added that as a child she thought everybody ate 
sauerkraut and dumplings at holidays. 

Register for COM journalism classes July 7 
By DEREK WARREN 
Sports Editor 

Have you ever thought about writing for a news
paper and dreamed of having your name in print? If 
you answered yes, then make plans to sign up for the 
1994 Summer 11 session. Sign up for a journalism 
class and join College of the Mainland's award
winning student newspaper, InterCOM, to produce 
the summer issue. . 

Students who sign up for a class will have the 
opportunity to write in several areas including per
sonality sketches, straight news, in-depth reports on 
your choice of topic and reviews. 

Students with photography experience may also 
submit photos, and those who can draw may also 
submit political cartoons. 

Being a member of the staff also gives you 

hands-on experience in ·constructing a newspaper 
from the beginning stage of brainstorming for story 
topics to adding finishing touches to the final prod
uct. 

Beginning writers should enroll in COMM 1307 
(Writing/Mass Media). Those with some writing ex
perience may enroll in COMM 2305 (Copy Editing/ 
Production) with the instructor's approval. Enroll
ment in either course must be accompanied with the 
lab, COMM 1129. 

COMM 1307 and COMM 2305 meet as a· 
~led class on Mondays through Fridays from 9 to 
11:50 a.m. COMM 1129 'also meets Mondays 
through Fridays. Lab times are to be announced. 

To be eligible for credit registration, admission 
requirements must be met by June 23. Summer Il 
registration is July 7. Journalism classes begin Mon
day, July 11, and end Friday, Aug. 19. 

COM jazz groups 
perform concert 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Starr Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Jazz Ensemble and 
Jazz Combo presented an evening concert April 19. Both 
groups are directed by COM music instructor Sparky 
Kormer. 

The Jazz Ensemble was the first group to play, lead
ing off with a big band piece titled "All the Things You 
Are." Solos included Ron Bocek on alto saxophone and 
Mike Manering on trumpeL Next was "Thad Had," a 
contemporary jazz waltz laden with smooth trumpet mel
odies. Most impressive were Manering and Ted Wil
liam's solos on fluegelhom. 

One tune of special interest performed by the ensem
ble was a more modem funk/rock arrangement called 
"Power To Spare" which featured guitar player Stephen 
Lopez. 

After a brief intermission the Jazz Combo, per
formed a short set consisting of various jazz styles in
cluding reggae, funk, ballad and Latin. Some of the 
tunes were "Reggae Blues," "Poultry Guest," and "Little 
Sunflower." Koerner then recognized those in the combo 
who recently received awards at the Sam Houston Jazz 
Festival in Huntsville. 

The combo consists of COM music students Bryan 
Bourgeois on piano, Robert Pace on alto saxophone, 
Scott Gondensen on tenor saxophone, Kevin Patterson 
on drums, Lopez on guitar, Atushi Osada on bass and 
Amy Ellis on flute, alto saxophone and piccolo. 

After the presentation, the COM Jazz Ensemble per
formed three more tunes to close the show. "Danny Boy" 
featured Ormide "Pee Wee" Armstrong, a La Marque 
High School graduate, on trumpet. 

The ensemble (students as well as local musicians) 
consists of five saxophonists: Bocek, Charles Delgado, 
Marcia Powell, Oscar Pena and COM Woodwind instruc
·tor John Wolfskill; four trumpeteers: Ken Kirk, Angie 
Kirk, Williams and Manering; four trombone players: 
George Warren, John Good, Mike Charleston and Jeremy _ 
Hill; and a rhythm section consisting of Lopez and 
COM art professor James Templer on guitar, Bobby Ad
ams on drums, Gunnar Seaburg on bass and Danette Kar
costas on piano. 

COM art Profe~r James Templer, left foreground, 
and COM music student Stephen Lopez, second from 
left perform with the COM Jazz Ensemble April 19. 
· ' . , . (Photo by Susan Littleton) 



Chamber music fills 
Fine Arts Recital Hall 
By SUSAN LITTLETON 
Photography Editor 

College of the Mainland presented An Evening of 
Chamber Music in the Fine Arts Recital Hall April 7. 
John Wolfskill, COM woodwinds instructor, conducted 
four musical quartets: clarinet, saxophone, woodwind and 
flute. 

Each group performed a variety of classical music 
from a minuet by Mendelssohn to a show tune by 
George Gershwin. 

"During the 19th century, chamber music concerts 
were quite popular," Wolfskill said. These concerts were 
heard in the homes of the bourgeoisie, and it was custo
mary to serve appetizers to the patrons while they lis
tened to their evening of entertainment 

In honor of this tradition, COMs music department 
offered cheese and crackers, fruit and.punch to the audi
ence during and after the quintet performances. 

Selections performed by the quintets included: "Alle
luia and Choral," "An American in Paris," the finale 

· from "William Tell Overture" and "Ode To Joy." 
An Evening of Chamber Music was a resounding 

success with a full auditorium. It was presented before 
the opening of The Grapes of Wrath. 
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Student Chris Schumann listens to woodwind quintet instructor John Wolfskill and one of his quintet musicians, 
Chris Sebestra, on bassoon. The woodwinds quintet performed an Evening of Chamber Music in the Fine Arts 
Building April 7. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

Africa depicts Great Migration of wildebeest herds 
By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

"There is a place on Earth where it is still the morn
ing of life and the great herds still run free." So begins 
the narration by James Earl Jones- of the migration of 
Africa's wildebeest. The IMAX of the Houston Museum 
of Natural Science premiered its latest creation, Africa: 
·The Serengeti, April 8. 

The film depicts the interaction of the .various forms 
of wildlife of the African Serengeti plains as the great 
herds of wildebeest of East Africa, accompanied by ze
bras and gazelles, migrate from their home on the plains 
of Tanzania. The herds journey north to Kenya's Maasai 
Mara Reserve in a phenomenon known as The Great Mi
gration, which includes nearly 2 million wildebeest, half 
a million gazelles and 200,000 zebras. 

The herds, in search of greener pastures and water, 
leave the short-grass plains at the beginning of the dry 

Comedian Joan Fagan entertains the audience with a 
v.:-riety or quips. Always having a good time, she acts as 
though she never has a dull moment in life. She 
performed before a COM audience April 13. 

(Photo by Maryann Uri~)() 

gration, which includes nearly 2 million wildebeest, half 
a million gazelles and 200,000 zebras. 

The herds, in search of greener pastures and water, 
leave the short-grass plains at the beginning of the dry 
season in May or June when the grasses stop growing. 
The migration moves across 500 to-800 miles before the 
herds return from the longer savanna grasslands to their 
home of the short-grass plains. 

As the great herds migrate across the Serengeti 
plains, they are followed by thousands of predators and 
scavengers. Some of the herd fall prey to lion'"8nd chee
tahs on the plains, while others become victims of croc
odiles as the migration leads across the Mara River. Hye
nas, jackals and vultures then feed on the carcasses left 
by the predators. 

The film's director George Casey, who also directed 
Ring of Fire another IMAX film, does an excellent job 
of capturing the reality of the Serengeti plains where 
death produces life. 

Director of photography Andrew Kitzanuk who 
worked on The Last Buffalo, another IMAX film, allows 
the audience to experience the plains through the use of a 
light plane, helicopters and hot air balloons. Viewers 
have a sense of actually hovering above the Serengeti 
plains as the herds thunder below. 

The musical soundtrack from The Power of One by 
Hans Simmer along with the powerful images of the Se
renegeti captured on film accurately expresses the won
ders of the Great Migration. 

Narrator Jones, who was the voice of Darth Vader in 
Star Wars and has appeared in such movies as Field of 
Dreams and Roots and whose voice will be heard in Dis
ney's animated feature, The Lion King, lends a ce$in 
flare to the film with his deep, baritone voice. 

Admission for Africa: The Serengeti is $5 for adults 
and $3.50 for children under 12 years and $3 for mem
bers. Group rates are available. For more information or 
to make reservations call (713) 639-IMAX. 

Comedian amuses COM audience. 
By DAWN LAURSEN 
Assistant Editor 

In this troubled world today, who do we have to tum 
to for laughter? Com~ Joan Fagan. 

Fagan has a winning personality and uses it to the 
full potential. She loves to giggle and had the College of 
the Mainland audience responding to her sometimes dry 
humor during her show April 13. She acted as though 
she never has a dull moment in life and that there always 
is a funny side to everything. This added spice to her act. 

The comedian told us that the first time she had a 
marquee billboard with her name on it was in Las Vagas. 
It read: Joan Fagan -- craps in the lounge! 

Though not a household name,, Fagan, who hails 
from Beverly Hills, Calif., does sitcom warm ups for 
shows such as Phenom, Blossom, Evening Shade, 
Hearts Afire, Frazier and Roseanne. 

Using cutsy baby language, she addressed ~ elderly 
gentleman in the COM audience as though he were a 
child. During the performance she kept coming back to 
him several times saying,"You're· so cute!" His wife 
thought so too, but he didn't really respond. The audi
ence, however, enjoyed her antics. 

At one point, a member of the ,audience volun,eered 

a history lesson about the destruction wreaked on 
Galveston by the 1900 hurricane, and the explosion that 
rocked Texas City in 1947. 

This detoured her show for a few moments, but Fa
gan made a graceful recovery and was finally able to 
change the subject. 

Time and time again Fagan returned to the "cute" 
couple exclaiming that. "he" was adorable. 

The only prop Fagan carried was a pair of glasses, 
which she used to do an impression of Sally Jessy Ra
phael. She had Raphael down to a fine art If you were 
really looking for Raphael in the impression, you al
most saw her, blond hair and all. The only difference is 
Pagan's hair is darker and longer. 

An audience favorite was Fagan asking: "Who goes 
to J.C. Penny for a haircut? Nobody goes to J.C. Penny 
for a haircut, right? I had a friend who went to J.C. Pen
ny's for a vacuum, by the tinie he came out, his hair was 
the only thing that sucked!" · · 

Fagan who is "perky" (one of her favorite words) 
has been a comedian for seven years. She knows how to 
worlc her audience so that people think they are carrying 
the majority of her quips and stay involved in her act 

Joan Fagan deserves three cheers. If she keeps up 
her good work, I'm sure that one day she will realize her 
dream of having her own sitcom. ·· 
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Sports/Recreation 

COM's GCIC Sports Day softball team placed second April 7 in this semester's second sports day tournament. 
Pictured back row from left: Mary Anderson, Ken Barber, Tonya Newell, Jose Larrelde, James Heard, Greg 
Callahan, Nathan AbrashotT. Front row from left: Brad Hayes, John Myers, Bincent Garcia and Sergio Renovato
Vasquez. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

Softball team wins second for semester 
By SUSAN LITTLETON 
Photography Editor 

The College of the Mainland softball team placed 
second in this semester's second sports day tournament 
held April 7. 

Galveston College hosted the Gulf Coast Intercolle
giate Conference softball games at Roque Park in 
Galveston. In addition to Galveston, the COM team 
competed against Kingwood, San Jacinto Central and 
Brazosport colleges. COM won three out of the five 
games placing second behind its semesterly rival North 
Harris Community College. 

Though COM initially had the lead in the first 
game, the team lost to North Harris. At the top of the 
second inning COM led 3-0, but North Harris gained 
control of the game scoring the maximum of 10 runs in 
the second inning. According to the Athletic Softball 
Association rules, the maximum runs a team can score 
in one inning is 10; then they must relinquish their 
place at bat to the other team. Each game has a 45-
minute time limit. 

Even though COM lost to Kingwood 12-11 in the 
second game, this was one of the most exciting games 
in the tournament. The game was tied until the bottom 
of the fourth, when Kingwood gained a two-point lead. 

The COM team was up at bat with Brad Hayes on 
second and Greg Callahan on third, waiting for Lori 
Sweatt to hit the ball. Sweatt, hit a choppy grounder to 
Kingwood's short-stop, who then stared down COM's 
third base runner, throwing the ball to Kingwood's first 

baseman. The throw was off-line forcing the first base
man to jump and catch the ball in the air, causing her to 
leave the bag. She caught the ball landing with her right 
foot, not on the bag, but inches away. It was clear to 
everyone that Sweatt was safe including one of the op
posing players, but the umpire called her out This put 
Kingwood ahead by one point 

With the loss of the second game, it seemed COM 
was not going to place, but that changed when COM 
beat San Jancinto 13-12 in the third game. Even so 
COM team members were feeling a little low because . 
they knew that unless they won this and the next game 
they would not place in this semester's GCIC Sports 
Day games. · 

However, COM won its fourth game of the softball 
tournament against Brazosport 7-4. The game went rath
er quickly through the first four innings with a score of 
0 to O until the top of the fifth inning. 

Brazosport was at bat with first and second bases 
manned and COM was on defense with Vincent Garcia 
on third base, Callahan on second and Jose Larrelde on 
first. Brazosport's batter hit a line drive to third base 
with third baseman Garcia snagging the ball making an 
out at third; he then rocketed the ball to second, getting 
the second out. Callahan launched the ball to first, com
pleting the triple play which is statistically a difficult 
feat to complete. The game ended with seven innings, 
and COM winning its second game of the morning. 

COM trounced Galveston in its final game, 12-2, 
thereby winning three out of five games, putting COM 
in second place. 

Dream comes true 
with Final Four trip 
B!, DEREK WARREN 
Sports Editor 

It's probably every sports fan's dream to one day at
tend a major event like the Super Bowl, the World Ser
ies, or the NCAA Final Four basketball tournament. 
That has been my dream ever since I can remember. For
tunately, that dream came true when I was lucky enough 
to get tickets to the 1994 Final Four in Charlotte; N.C. 

I arrived in Charlotte Thursday, March 31, two days 
before the games began. From the moment I stepped off 
the plane I knew I was in the right city. The whole air
port was full of crazed fans and businesses selling T
shirts and hats. There even were people walking around 
holding signs which read Need Tickets. I knew right then 
that it W8$ definitely going to be hard to get tickets. 

We arrived at the Charlotte Coliseum two hours be
fore the tip-off of the first game to have plenty of time 
to try to get tickets. The Final Four teams were from the 
University of Arkansas in Fayetteville, University of Ar
izona in Tucson, Duke University in Durham, N.C., and 
University of F1orida in Gainesville. 

We weren't there more than 45 minutes when an 
older man approached us, as we held our signs which 
read Need 3 Tickets. He asked me if I would like to buy 
his extra ticket. He told us that his wife had gotten sick 
and was unable to attend that night's games. He really 
wanted to sell the extra ticket, but did not want the buyer 
to resell the ticket to someone else. He wanted the buyer 
to actually go in and watch the games. I said I would be 
more than happy to go in with him. My cousin paid 
him close to face value for the ticket -- $32.50. 

I found my seat, finally. Talk about nose-bleed sec
tion, our seats were in Section 203, Row U, the top
most row in the whole building. To say the least, I tried 
not to make too many trips downstairs. 

Finally, the games began. The first was the Arkan
sas Razorbacks against the Arizona Wildcats. I pulled for 
Arizona for two reasons: 1) They were the underdog; and 
2) the guy who I got the ticket from was cheering for 
them also. Arkansas won 91-82. 

The second game pitted the F1orida Gators against 
the Duke Blue Devils. This game was much more in
tense since I was pulling for F1orida. They also were the 
underdog, and were from the state in which I was born. I 
was outnumbered by a few thousand Duke fans, howev
er. Duke won 70-65. 

The games went by so quickly that I barely had time 
to enjoy my surroundings. After the Duke victory I 
found my cousins outside the coliseum and found out 
they had purchased ·three tickets for Monday night's 
game. 

The trip home was full of play-by-play analysis of 
the games and the players. When we got home a more

. than-awake houseful of fami!y listeqed to the story in ut
ter disbelief. We tried not to exaggerate too much. 

Monday was the day of the championship. Wear
rived about two hours early, for the game that began at 
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GCIC Sports Day features golf, beach volleyball, softball 
By SUSAN LITTLETON 
Photography Editor 

College of the Mainland was one of the nine colleg
es that participated in the semesterly Gulf Coast Intercol
legiate Conference Sports Day games which are hosted 
by various GCIC members. 

This semester's games took place in Galveston at 
Stewart Beach, Roque Field and Galveston Municipal 

. Golf Co~ ~n April 7. Three events ".'ere offered: g_olf, 
beach volleyball and softball. 

Participating colleges in addition to COM included: 
Lee, Brazosport, Kingwood, North Harris County, San 
Jacinto South, San Jacinto Central, Galveston, Alvin 
Community, and Tomball. 

Teams participated on either a competitive or recrea
tional level. 

In the competitive division finals of beach volley
ball, COM placed third behind second-place winner San 
Jacinto Central, and first-place winner Tomball. COM 
also.~cipated in ~eational beach volleyba)l. 

In competitive softball, COM placed second behind 

first-place winner North Harris County. San Jacinto 
Central came in third, Galveston fourth, Kingwood fifth 
and Brazosport sixth. 

Of the 19 golfers representing six colleges, the top 
three winners were from Kingwood, Galveston and San 
Jacinto South. 

According to COM student and spectator Queenie 
Nguyen, "There were a lot of people who came to watch 
the games; families who were visiting the island, surfers 
catching a few waves, and ev~n a few swimmers in spite 
of the weather being windy and cold." 



Final Four trip success 
Continued from Page.,_ _________ _ 

9:22 p.m., and moved quickly through security. We had 
plenty of time, so we scoped out the crowd looking for 
celeberties. President Clinton was there again, cheering 
for . Arkansas. He made an unusual trip outside of his 
skybox, and we quickly ran to meet him. Not that I'm a 
huge fan of his mind you, but he is the presid~nt. We 
got within 20 feet of him but were surrounded by media 
and security. 

I quickly moved on to the CBS Sports media box 
located in the center of the Arkansas Razorback's cheer
ing section. During one of their commercial breaks I got 
sports broadcaster Pat O'Brien's autograph. It may not 
sound like a big deal to you, but to this reporter, and fu
ture broadcaster, it was a moment of pure joy. 

I got to my seat, this time not quite so high up, and 
began watching Arkansas and Duke warm up. 

With my rented binoculars, I paid close attention to 
the game, not missing a spectacular dunk or miraculous 
three-point shot by either team. The scores stayed close 
throughout the game. There were a few times when one 
or the other would go on a 12- or 14-point run, but the 
other team would always go on a run of its own. 

It was amazing to watch and hear 23,000 people 
stand and yell for their teams. Since the tournament was 
held in Charlotte, some might think that Duke would 
have had an overwhelming home-court advantage, but it 
wasn't that one-sided. The Arkansas crowd was just as 
vocal, if not more so, as the Duke crowd. 

Although I was pulling for Duke to win the cham
pionship, I was pleased with the Arkansas Razorback's 
76-72 victory. I was glad that a team which had come to 
the tournament looking for a little' respect, got it. 

I flew home the next day, as did thousands of others 
who had come to see the games. The plane was full of 
Tuesday-morning discussions and play-by-play analysis 
of the previous night's down-to-the-wire finale. 

It was without a doubt the most exciting weekend of 
my life. And next year's tournament in Seattle, Wash., 
should definitely be on everyone's vacation list 
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Recipients or COM's spring general scholarships are back row, rom left: Tonya Keller ,_Melinda Jones, Trent Martin 
and Candace Collins. Front row, from left: Tamala Murk, Vicki Permenter, Susan Littleton and Barbara Lewis. 

COM students receive ,$200 scholarships 
By BARBARA LEWIS 
Starr Reporter 

College of the Mainland offers many scholarships 
for yarious reasons, said Becky Miles, director of Finan
cial Aid. "I encourage everyone to apply." 

COM awarded 18 scholarships this spring. Fifteen 
were general scholarships, one was the Lu Ann Dumas 
Scholarship and two were COM Memorial Scholarships. 

Last fall 13 scholarships were awarded, said Loma 
Ryan, veterans coordinator and Finanical Aid consultant 

Scholarship~ v~ from j50 to $1,000 depending on 
the donor's request, Ryan said. Whenever possible COM 
tries to divide the money to accommodate more students. 

Miscellaneous donors make contributions to COM 

for scholarships. These donations go into a general fund. 
However, not all donors contribute annually so it is im
possible to list all names. 

A $200 COM general scholarship is awarded one 
time only. Recipients must be full-time students having 
completed 12 to 15 hours with a 3.0 grade point average. 
A student does not have to have a declared major to be 
awarded a scholarship. Students in financial need are giv
en preference over other students. 

The COM library has purchased several books to 
help students find out more about outside sch9larships. 

For more inform~on about schol~hips contact 
Miles in the Finanical Aid Office in the Administration 
Building, or call (713) 280-3991 or (409) 938-1211, 
Ext. 246. 

TIPA contest· open to Texas college, university newspapers 
Continued from Page 1----------
TIP A contest the newspaper has won 11 awards. 

The TIP A contest, which has been held for the past 
85 years, has three divisions based on enrollment levels. 
COM competed in Division 2 which includes schools 
with an enrollment of 3,000 to 7,000 students. During 
the 1992 fall semester COM had a credit enrollment of 
3,883 students. For the 1993 spring semester the credit 
enrollment was 3,778 students, according to the COM 

Selection process changes 
Continued rrom Page 1----------
won Outstanding Teacher for 1992-1993, served as chair
woman of the committee. Dr. True acted as a mediator to 
ensure the selection process was fair to all instructors. 

The committee determined the five finalists based on 
ballots received at 16 voting stations around campus. 
From the ballots, the committee selected five finalists 
based on popular vote. In the past, instructors with larg
er classes monopolired the nominations. This year, how
ever, the committee tried to give all instructors an equal 
opportunity for nomination. 

Three finalist including Dodd, Sellers and Wisnew
ski were chosen by popular vote based on class enroll
ment totaling over 50 students. Two finalists including 
Mayes and Nowak were chosen by popular vote in pro
portion to their class enrollment which includes 50 stu
dents or less. 

After completing the selection process, each student 
committee member was required to attend one lecture for 
each finalist to evalute teaching skills and interaction 
with students. At the end of the lecture the committee 
member passed out surveys to students to gather addi
tional infonnation about ~ch finalist. 

._ ... :, : 

admissions office. 
Some of the colleges and universities COM compet

ed against included: Amarillo College; East Texas State 
University, Commerce; Houston Community College; 
Lee College, Baytown; North Harris College, Houston; 
Southern Methodist University, Dallas; Texas Christian 
University, Fort Worth; Texas Woman's University, 
Denton; West Texas A&M University, College Station; 
and the University of Houston-Clear Lake. 

Students. from several Texas colleges and universi
ties met in 1909 at Baylor University in Waco to form 
TIPA. The association was initially for speakers, semi
nars and presentations of awards for students who repre
sented their school in TIPA's canned contests on campus 
bassed competions, according to the TIP A handbook. 

Live contests were added to the spring conventions 
in 1978 to give junior college students the opportunity 
to compete with students from senior institutions. 
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Students exhibit 
talent at art f es ti val 
By DEREK WARREN 
Sports Editor 

College and local high school students attended the 
Spring Arts Festival sponsored by the College of the 
Mainland fine arts department April 21. 

COM students put their best artistic foot forward as 
they presented a variety of ceramic pieces for sale, which 
were set up outside in the morning, but were later moved 
inside the Fine Arts Building. 

The music and theater departments performed every 
half hour throughout the afternoon. 

High school students competed for four COM art 
scholarships, and COM students for three. The high 
school winners were Sherri Owens, Clear Creek; Atushi 
Osada, Hitchcock; Maria Prestigomo, Clear Lake; and 
Blythe Anderson, Clear Lake. COM winners were Mike 
Garza, Carl Owens (lnterCOM cartoonist) and Pam 
Black. 

The scholarships were presented later that evening at 
a reception in the COM Art Gallery. 

"The student work in the gallery is exceptional," 
Mona Marshall, COM Art Gallery director, said, "and I 
would like to encourage everyone to come enjoy it." 

COM's guitar ensemble entertains the audience during the Spring Art Festival April 21. From left are Gary 
Kirkland, Steven Lopez and Fairy Dunken. The ensemble will perform May 5 in Fine Arts Building, Room F-117, 
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

The art exhibit featuring COM student work will be 
on display until May 3 in the Fine Arts Building. 

After the scholarship awards reception, the festival 
continued with COM choral groups presenting· a variety 
of song and dance numbers. 

The COM Singers hit the floor first. They sang in 

u N I V E R 

great voice to Mozart and Handel. Vocal music director 
James Heffel conducted the 17-member choir with Loret
ta Longoria accompaning on piano. 

COMs newest vocal en~mble, Gentlemen Song
sters, sang a set of music entirely a capella. This seven
man group was formed this spring. 

After a much needed intermission, due to no air con-

5 I ' y of H 

ditioning, the Studio Singers took over. This multi
talented group combines singing, dancing and acting to 
bring songs to life. The group was accompanied by a 
live band and performed modem solos, duets and ensem
bles with an amazing amount of energy. 

Those interested in joining a singing group may call 
Heffel at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 200. 

0 u s ' 0 N 

cJ>resident' s DIVERSITY 
{ SCHQLARSHIP} 
for TRANSFER STUDENTS 
In recognition of outstanding African American and Hispanic transfer students, UH announces 
President's Diversity Scholarship for Transfer Students. We will award minority 
transfer scholarships beginning with students admitted in the Fall semester, 1994. 

SCHOLARSHIP CRITERIA 
• Successful completion of at least 30 semester hours of transferable college credit 
• Cumulative GPA of 3.00 

SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 
• Scholarships will be awarded annually in amounts ranging from $500 to $3,000. 
• After the initial scholarship award, students must maintain a 2.50 GPA while 

enrolled in at least 12 credit hours each Fall and Spring semester at UH. 
• Scholarships are renewable for up to three years. 

For applications and information, please contact: 
Scholarship Coordinator: Office of Admissions 
University of Houston: Houston, Texas 77204-21q1 
TEL: (713) 743-9571 

The University of Houston is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action institution. 
Minorities, women, veterans and persons with disabilities are encouraged to apply. 
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Three team up 
for English 1301 
By SHERI 
O'ROURKE 
Staff Reporter 

English l 301 will offer 
a unique opportunity to 
College of the Mainland 
students this fall. Three sec
tions of the freshman com
position course will be 
.team taught by English 
professors Jo Ann Pevoto 
and Brenda Brown, and jour
nalism instructor Astrid H. 
Lowery. Those enrolled can Jo Ann Pevoto 
expect an enlightening journey into the realm of creative 
and critical thinking . . 

One of the team's objectives will be to focus on 
three types of thinking processes designed to stimulate 
the students' ability to draw on their own experiences. 
The teachers will use creative thinking exercises to help 
students with ideas for papers, and they will teach meth-

ods in analytical thinking to 
help students organize their 
experiences and perceptions 
so that they may write 
about them. Finally, the 
teachers will introduce criti
cal thinking to aid students 
in decision making and 

-- problem solving. 
Not only will these 

thinking skills enable stu
dents to write more creative 
and concise papers, these 

Brenda R. Brown See Unique Page 7 

Biology Professor Emmeline Dodd, left center, readies students for a botanical structures lab in the Math/ 
Science Building Aug. S. Pictured clockwise from top, Renee Locke, Roy Wilks, Joy Ricks, MicbeUe Kirby, 
Roxenne Noland, Oralia Diaz, Jen Cleary, Charles Dunkel (holding pencil), Tameka Johnson and Kevin 
Martin. Biology labs were not renovated, but students had to deal with no air conditioning for several days. 

(Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Math/Science Building multiplies space 
By GINA CASTRO 
Guest Reporter 

It doesn't take a mathematician or a scientist to 
come up with a formula for more space for students 
and faculty. The solution is C.L. Vick Construction 
Co. of Friendswood. 

Math/Science Building began May 11. The cost is 
estimated to be $850,000, and was allocated by the 
COM Board of Trustees in May, according to Dr. 
Henry D. Pope, d\¾lll of College and Financial Ser
vices. 

The two math labs, originally housed in the 
Math/Science Building, were moved to the Technica]/ 

See Renovations Page 6 Renovations to the College of the Mainland 

Health fair invites all Aug. 26; 
screening se_rvices available 
By GINA CASTRO 
Guest Reporter 

Students and the community are invited to the College of the Mainland 
Sixth Annual Employee Well-Being Health Fair to be held Aug. 26 in the 
gym from 9 a.m. to noon. More than 25 health- and wellness-oriented exhib
itors will participate with free screenings and immunizations. 

The Galveston County Health District will provide free immunizations 
for children and also provide tetanus and pneumonia immunizations for 
adults. The recommended vaccine schedule for children is at 2, 4, 6, 12 and 
15 months, and 4 to 6 years (before school entry). These immunizations will 
help protect families from measles and other childhood diseases. 

During the morning session of COM New Student Orientation, Aug. 9, Marcel Dugue', 
foreground center, and Robert Farrar ·share a private word while Anthony Dugue', left, studies 
his paper work in the LRC Auditorium. Approximately 450 new students participated. 

Pneumonia strikes people who have a decreased ability to fight infec
tions -- those recovering from an illness, a severe cold, or who are weak in 
general. Accoring to a recent article in The Houston Post, an estimated 
40,000 people die each year from pneumonia infections. But there are ways 
to fight pneumonia. The most effective means, of course, is prevention 
through vaccination. The National Heart, Lung and Blood Division of Epi
demiology reports the health care costs for treating pneumonia are more than 
$5 billion a year. , See 28 Page 4 (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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Editorial/News 

COM librarian Ann Miller's (fourth from right) friends gather for a farewell party in her honor July 23. At the buffet 
table, from left, psychology Profe~r Lee Yom, economics Professor Bob Young, retired COM employee Zelda Rick, 
former COM student Regina Brown Couvillon, sociology Professor Marty Caylor, Miller, Gloria Rodriguez wife of 
COM librarian Robert Rodriguez, second from right, and English Prof~r Brenda Brown. Miller, who was at 
COM for 20 years, reported for work as coordinator of library instruction at Northern Michigan University in 
Marquette Aug. 1. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Michigan university lures librarian 
By ASTRID H. LOWERY 
InterCOM Adviser 

The goodbyes have been said, the mail has been for
warded and the moving truck is gone. Long gone, actual
ly. Ann Miller, a College of the Mainland librarian, re
ported to work at her new job in Michigan Aug. I. 

Miller, who had been at COM for 20 years, has 
been named associate professor and coordinator of library 
instruction at Northern Michigan University in Mar
quette. The liberal arts university, which boasts 8,000 
students and 13 graduate level programs, is located on 
Lake Superior, Miller said. 

Though temperature-wise the move means quite a 
change for Miller, who was born in Houston, the cold is 
not totally unfamiliar to her since she grew up in Dan
ville, Ind., about 20 miles west of Indianapolis. 

Miller, who was reference librarian at COM, will be 
missed by many. Returning students who weren't here 
during the first summer session will be surprised to see 
her gone. It all seemed to happen so quickly. 

~lnlerCOM 
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Caroline Nicklaus 
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She received the call that Northern Michigan had 
hired her "on a Friday in July and a week later, the letter 
to confirm (the position) came," Miller said 

COM professors Brenda Brown and Marty Caylor 
hosted a "These-Boots-Were-Made-For-Walkin"' farewell 
party at Caylor's house for the former COM librarian·. 
The party was well attended and included friends from 
COM as well as Miller's church and the community. 

English Professor Brown, who relied a great deal on 
Miller's library skills, said: "Ann Miller is going to be 
one of the most missed people around here because of all 
the assistance she provided English students working on 
English research papers. She'd give tours of the library 
and would explain the appropriate methods to achieve the 
greatest success for English 1301 and 1302 courses." 

Though Miller's friends at COM will miss her, they 
are delighted she has this chance to progress in her ca
reer. "fm really happy for her,"sociology Professor Cay
lor said. "She deserves this new opportunity for growth 
and sharing of her extensive knowledge base. The thing 
I'll miss the most is her wonderful sense of humor." 

In farewell Miller said, "It's been a real delight to 
work with the (COM) students; they've been a source of 
learning and energy for me." 

Prof thanks students 
compliments workers 
Dear Editor, 

I would like to take this opportunity to address my 
students who attended the Summer sessions I and II for 
Human Anatomy and Physiology: 

Thank you ever so much for your cooperation, un
derstanding and patience during the remodeling period (in 
the Math/Science Building). You all had to go through 
"obstacle courses," walk the "tight ropes" (wooden walk
ways), but above else, endure the "dust bowl" and the 
lack of air conditioning (ugh!) on several occasions. 

I would also like to compliment the construction 
crew for their pleasant and cordial attitude toward the 
staff who were obliged to be in the construction area. 

Dr. Renate True 
COM biology pr.ofessor 

Your expectations, 
reality may clash 

Picture yourself !.bouldering a colorful, pocketed 
backpack stuffed with books, paper, pens and pencils. 
You are swiftly walking toward the building where your 
first class will be held. After entering, you search for the 
room listed on your tuition slip. When you finally reach 
your destination, you remove the heavy back pack, drop 
it to the floor, sink into a chair and anxiously await the 
professor. A few people enter the room. No one speaks. 
The hands on the clock are approaching the time for 
class to begin. You don't know what to expect. 

You look around the room several times. This is 
not the picture you had of your first day of class. The vi
sion in your quality world was a room full of people, 
maybe a familiar face or two, and an instructor cheerfully 
greeting the students at the door and checking off their 
names. Something is wrong with this picture. 

Welcome to college. This is a new and different ex
perience. Bells do not ring to annouce classes. Punctuali
ty means you can walk into the classroom just as the 
class begins. The instructor rushes into the classroom a 
few minutes late, apologizing. Looking at your class
mates you find a variety of ages to include a little old 
lady well past 70. 

Everyone seems eager to learn. Brand new note
books are open, pens and pencils are poised in hands. Al
though the atmosphere is relaxed -- you see Cokes and 
chips -- the instructor is all business, handing out the 
course syllabus and lecturing on the first assignment. 

What's different from high school is that you, the 
student, are paying for material the instructor is feeding 
you, and you expect the instructor to evaluate how well 
you have digested it You are the customer and you are 
the product. The reward you get will be the grade you re
ceive and the knowledge you gain. How well you do di
rectly correlates with the end result, be it pleasure from 
new knowledge, entrance to a senior university, or a di
ploma or degree for a specific job. 

At top of ladder, Richard Carmond of Amex 
. Electric Service Inc., helps with the renovation of 
the Math/Science Building Aug.4.In background, 
Joel Walton of Southern Mechanical Systems 
Co., works at pipe threader. 

(Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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COM ticket to teaching career 

I received the call on Friday, July 22. It was the In
terCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery. She asked ifl would 
like to write an article for the school paper about how I 
decided to become a teacher and the courses that best pre
pared me for the job. Since I enjoyed writing for the pa
per last summer and needed to sharpen my writing skills 
I said I would love to even though I just had graduated 
from University of Houston-Clear Lake in May and was 
busy preparing to teJich this fall. 

As I pulled my car into the College of the Mainland 
parking lot and sat contemplating what I would write, 
my thoughts drifted back to the days when life was care
free and not as stressful. I had always known that I want
ed to be a teacher, so when I decided to attend college I 
knew I didn't want to go away to school yet wanted to 
receive a good education. COM was the natural choice. It 
was close to my house and has a good reputation for pre
paring students to attend a four year institution. 

Knowing that I wanted to be an English teacher 
helped me focus on what courses I needed to take. 

Let me warn you that COM is not as easy as some 
have said. If you want an "easy A" then don't take Larry 
Smith for history, or Ouida Sanmann or Brenda Brown 
for English. However, if you want to be prepared for the 
next four years, these professors will point you in the 
right direction. From Smith's animated lectures to San
mann's unique interpretations and knowledge of authors' 
personal lives to Brown's laid-back style and dry humor, 
I gained a great deal of insight into the diversity of our 
culture. 

With 65 credit hours including four semesters of 
English and an associate's degree (May 1990) under my 
belt, I was ready to be welcomed to the next level. 
UHCL was my choice fall '90, and I spent the next 3 1/2 
years calling it home. 

I registered for my first literature class at UHCL 
with great anticipation. Dr. John Gorman was the in
structor's name and knowing everything about literature 
was his game. But I was ready for him. I had two years 
of literature in my head just dying to be set free. 

Well, I didn't fall flat on my face, but I didn't soar 
with the eagles either. What I did do was make a good . 

impression on that professor by explaining myself clear
ly and with great fervor. I learned that from Sanmann 
during my stay at COM. Yes! I was off and running. 
Give me a literature class and I'll give you an interpreta
tion. 

While at UHCL I attended a lecture on how to find a 
job. The speaker talked about being marketable, and I 
wondered how could a teacher be more marketable? The 
counselor told me that the more subjects I was certified 
to teach the more marketable I would be. She suggested 
I focus on speech lilld journalism as minors since I was 
an English major. 

After spending two years at UHCL, COM once 
again entered my life. My counselor-recommended I go 
back to COM for the summer and take some beginning 
journalism courses and then in fall come back to UHCL 
and finish off with some upper level journalism courses. 

In summer 1993, journalism and Astrid Lowery be
came household names. I signed up for COMM 1307, 
Writing and the Mass Media and COMM 1129, Student 
Publication. After a few weeks of lectures and practice, 
my name and picture were in print with several stories 
beside them. 

I was so proud! I sent all of my relatives two copies 
of the paper and then I visited them to make sure that 
they had read them. 

After spending the summer as a celebrity writer -
well in my mind I was -- I went back to UHCL to enter 
the world of upper level journalism. 

I signed up for a few journalism courses, and when I 
met the UHCLIDIAN adviser Gloria Morris, she asked if 
I had any experience writing for a paper. With my chest 
struck out, I said, "Of course." I told her I had written for 
the InterCOM. She knew the paper I was talking about 
and proceeded to tell me that Lowery was a former stu
dent and that she was sure I was well prepared for the 
coming semester. And I was. I made an A. 

During my years at UHCL, I took literature, speech, 
journalism and history classes, and never once was Iner-

vous or scared because the moment I entered each class, I 
was able to go back into the files in my head to bring 
forth the knowledge I had learned from my COM profes
sors and to use it with success. 

As I finish writing this article, I'm looking at the 
future. What does the future hold for Becky Cheek? I 
could say only the good Lord knows. But guess what? 
He has already blessed me with a new job at Dickinson 
High School teaching freshmen English this fall. I feel 
nervous about my new job, but I know that I'm well. 
prepared thanks to COM and UHCL. 
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U.S. should keep 
troops out of Haiti 

Ever since the government of Haiti led by President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide -- favored by our government -
fell to the military leaders of that country in 1991, there 
has been much talk about intervention. 

It seems that once again our mighty country has de
cided to get involved in the internal affairs of a Third 
World country in order to force it to comply with how 
we think a country should be governed. This goes 
against the philosophy on which our country was found
ed. When our forefathers decided to be independent, they 
felt it was important that no other country should be al
lowed to dictate how we live and handle our internal af
fairs. I can understand getting involved in another coun
try's internal affairs if there is a good reason, but I 
believe the only reasons that could justify such an inter
vention would be to preserve our security and to help an 
ally. None of these reasons fit Haiti. 

We should never get involved in another country's 
revolution or civil war. Any government that can't stand 
on its own, in its own country, should not exist. 

If the U.S. government moves into Haiti, who will 
pay the bill once we get there, and more importantly 
how long are we going to stay there? The answer to that 
is simple. Look at history. After World War II we spent 
millions of taxpayer's dollars rebuilding the countries we 
were at war with, and though we finished rebuilding at 
least a generation ago, some military bases remain in 
Germany and in the rest of Europe. 

How can we, a debtridden country overcome with 
crime, tell another country how to live? Don't we have 
enough problems in our country to worry about without 
taking on the responsibility of another country? During 
our long conflict in Vietnam, many of our citizens felt 
that intervention in the affairs of another country with
out justifiable cause would not be tolerated. Where are 
ttose citizens now? 

Deyo~ie Harris, COM adjunct instructor in 
American history, received the 1994 Distinguished 
Alumni Award from the COM Ex-Students 
AS5ociation during commencement May 6. Harris, 
73, who retired after 27 years with the U.S. Post 
Office in Galveston, earned his a~ociate degree 
at COM in 1984. He earned both a bachelor's and 
a master's degree at the University of Houston
Clear Lake in 1987 and 1994 respectively. 
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Features/What's Happening 

COM student Rodney Conley inserts a disk into a Mac 
computer like the one English adjunct instructor Kathye 
Bergin gave him to take to Sam Houston State Univel'Sity 
in Huntsville where he begins classes this fall. Conley 
worked on thelnte,COM student newspaper for several 
years. : (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

English adjunct seeks doctorate 
By CAROLINE NICKLAUS 
Staff Reporter 

Kathye Self Bergin sees teaching literature as "a way 
of getting people to think critically about what, they see 
and read." 

Bergin has been an adjunct English teacher at Col
lege of the Mainland since 1985. She teaches English 
1301, which is a freshman English composition and rhe
toric course; English 1302, composition and literature; 
and English 2322 and 2323, Literature of English Speak-

ing People. ' 

She is a native Texan, married, and has two sons, 
Tim, 21, and Peter, 14. She completed her bachelor's de
gree at the University of Texas in Austin in 1977, start
ed a family and began her teaching career at UT while 
raising her two sons. Later she, her husband ancL their 
two sons moved to Houston. 

After teaching technical writing at the University of 
Houston main campus for several semesters, Bergin 
wanted to teach a broader range of classes, particularly 
literature. She she has since taught at Alvin Community 
College and'at COM. She is currently teaching only at 
COM. 

Although literature, especially poetry, may seem es
oteric to students at times, literature is valuable in terms 
of understanding life and critically evaluating the events, 

circumstances and problems they have to deal with daily. 
Bergin thinks the way students "learn to analyze litera
ture and take it apart and put it back together again," will 
teach them how to "analyze any complex problem." 

She has high standards for her freshmen English stu
dents. Some who attended her summer classes asked at 
the beginning of her class if the work at COM would be · 
easier than at the college they planned to attend in the 
fall semester. She told them, "This is a college like any 
other college ... not a prep school." COM requires the 
same quality work as any university would expect. The 
reason freshmen English composition courses are so val
uable is because students need good communications 
skills to enter the work world. 

"Always in (English) 1301 you have to make a 
point that good communication skills, both written and 
verbal skills, are basically entrees to everything else that 
they want to do," Bergin said. The student who learns to 
think clearly and write clearly will get a better job and 
have better chances for promotion. 

Bergin asks her students if they had a choice be
tween two people with equal mechanical skills but only 
one of the two had good communication skills, which 
one would they hire? 

InterCOM's star staffer off to SHSU 

For an answer she uses her own experience in apply
ing for a job. When she was interviewed in 1980 for a 
job with a telephone company, the interviewer told her 
that whereas the company looks. for several skills, the 
most important skills he looked for were good verbal 
and written communication skills.These are the skills 
students learn in English composition and literature 

By ASTRID H. LOWERY 
InterCOM Adviser 

After venturing from art to theater to journalism and 
then into the humanities, longtime College of the Main
land student Rodney Conley has taken just about every
thing COM has to offer. This fall he is moving on to 
Sam Houston State University in Huntsville, alma mat
er of CBS news anchor Dan Rather. 

The multi-talented Conley, whose most recent ap
pearance in lnterCOM in May was for winning yet an
other Texas Intercollegiate Press Association award -
this time for an illustration -- served as reporter, cartoon
ist, typesetter and editor for the student newspaper for 
seven semesters, summer 1990 through May 1993. 
Since then Conley, who has won two other journalism 
awards, has continuously and generously given his assis
tance to the paper to include the cartoon on Page 3 this 
issue. 

Conley leaves COM with the blessings and good 
wishes of many instructors and professors to include 
those on the Humanities Team in Suite B of the Learn
ing Resource Center. 

However, blessings and good wishes aren't all he is 
taking, to SHSU. Adjunct English instructor Kathye Ber
gin has given him a Macintosh computer, albeit an old 
one. Bergin said she couldn't get very much for the com
puter if she sold it."I'd rather give it to Rodney," she 
said. Though Conley was never one of Bergin's students, 
she became quite familiar with him because he spent so 
many hours in Suite B and the journalism classroom 
next door. ' 

Conley, who graduated from La Marque High 
School in 1989, had planned to take the summer off after 
high school, but by the time the COM Summer II ses
sion rolled around, he was ready to get back to school 
and took both an English and an art class. Then he took 
a full course load at COM in the fall and spring. 

In summer 1990 Conley decided to try college jour
nalism and began his long involvement with InterCOM, 
the COM student newspaper. Up until then he had taken 
mostly art and theater classes. "I was glad to be part of 
that," he said about working on InterCOM that summer. 

, "It was neat. We did a 16 page paper." 

Conley first experienced journalism in high school. 
"In my junior year I wasn't taking journalism, but they 
asked me to draw a lot. Most of the stuff was for year
book and newspaper, so my senior year I decided I 
might as well do this for credit." 

Then at COM, after taking all his required art cours
es and several theater courses, he decided to give journal- · 
ism another try. "I figured that was the next logical step. 
Since I had high school experience, I felt I'd have a leg 
up. That's why I took it, and I learned a lot." 

At SHSU Conley will major in journalism and mi
nor in public relations, which is "newly offered there for 
the first time this fall, " he said. "I was a general studies 
student for about five minutes. Then they advised me to 
figure out a major soon. So I decided to major in jour
nalism and they offered me public relations. I took it." 

His interest in public relations stems from his 
friendship with Jim Higgins, director of COM Planning 
and Public Information. The two struck up a friendship 
because both enjoy doing impressions of famous people. 

"When I first met him, he decided to wow me with 
his impression of Johnny Carson," Conley said: "Little 
did he know I had a pretty good one, too." From then on 
whenever the two saw each other on campus they ex
changed impressions. This led Higgins to invite Conley 
to do an impression of Bill Cosby at the Employee Rec
ognition Dinner in April 1992. 

Higgins also was impressed with Conley's drawing 
skills and was able to get him two paid assignm'ents 
drawing promotional four-page cartoon insets. One was 
for the United Way, and the other for Movin' On, a com

,munity college magazine distributed statewide. Because 
Higgins also was impressed with Conley's acting abili
ty, he created a spot for Conley in a television commer
cial promoting COM. 

Conley's parting words for his friends at COM are, 
"To quote Dennis Miller, the former Saturday Night 
Live Weekend Update correspondent, 'That's the news 
folks, and I'm out of here."' 

classes. · 
After six years of adjunct teaching at COM Bergin 

said she felt somewhat "stale" teaching the same classes 
time after time. She wanted to be exposed to new ways 
of thinking. 

"When I got my master's at University of Texas in 
1980, my concentration was poetry," Bergin said. "Since 
then my interest has shifted more to 20th century fic
tion. I wanted to teach more concentrated American lit 
classes. I wanted the background and the degree to do 
that." 

In 1990 she ,decided to get a doctorate and applied at 
Rice University in Houston and began her studies that 
fall. She has finished the required 36 hours of broad
range classes necessary for her doctorate and has finished 
the reseach for her dissertation. Among the areas she 
studied were Victorian literature, film criticism, William 
Faulkner, Shakespeare and 20th centmy fiction. 

The subject of her dissertation, which she has just 
begun writing, is violence in the novels of Dashiell 
Hammett (Maltese Falcon), James M. Cain (Postman 
Always Rings Twice ), and Erskine Caldwell (Tobacco 
Road), all authors of 20th century American literature. 

Bergin's dissertation searches for the relationship be
tween gender and violence, and territory and violence. 
She is amazed that few people have written about this fa
cet of literature before. Authors look at all kinds of 
things, but they do not talk about violence and how it 
functions to create plot and character, she said 

When asked what influenced her to choose mystery 
stories she said, "I was interested in the hard-boiled tra
dition in which Dashiell Hammett wrote. I was interest
ed in the l 930s, the falling apart of the structure of 
America and how that is reflected in fiction. The fiction 
itself attracted me." 

Bergin often reviews books for the Houston Chroni
cle. Her reviews appear in the 'Zest section of the Sunday 
edition of the Chronicle. 

28 exhibitors expected at wellness, health _fair 
Con~ued from Page _ . . the larger community," said. Jerry Bryant, COM Well-

Although the comprehensive wellness screenmg 1s ness director who also teaches health and physical educa-
limited to college employees, we have opened the health ti.on classes ~t COM. 
fair portion to the public to share the information with Twenty-:eight exhibitors are expecteQ to participate. 



Phyllis Thibodeaux, standing left, and Rose Jenkins, standing right, work with INNOVATIONS summer student 
~istants, Julie Ruschenberg, sitting far left, and Josh Crowell. Thibodeaux and Jenkins are members of the 
INNOVATIONS Team which supervises the computer lab located in the Technical Vocational Building in Room T-
320. Students, faculty and staff are encouraged to use the PCs or Macs and the variety of software. 

Tech/Voc's INNOVATIONS for,•-you 
By ROSE JENKINS and 
PHYLLIS THIBODEAUX 
Guest Reporters 

Up until December 1993 INNOVATIONS was 
known as the MLC or Multidisciplinary Computer La
boratory. Changing the name to INNOVATIONS 
evolved to allow the promotion of the different types of 
computers and the many different types of media availa
ble for use. 

INNOVATIONS is a computer lab at College of the 
Mainland that provides students, faculty and staff the op
portunity to augment their learning through the use of 
microcomputers, software, and multimedia applications, 
such as laser discs and CD-ROM. Students get continu
ous and immediate feedback from the computer enhanc
ing their learning capability and allowing the learning 
process to be in control of the students. 

INNOVATIONS is located in the Technical Voca
tional Building in Room T-320. 

Before students are allowed to use the computers, 
they must check in at the front desk of the lab with a 
current COM ID or valid driver's license. 

Fall semester hours will be Monday through Tburs-

day 7:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. and Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday hours have been extended from 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Though operating hours are subject to change, the 
same fall _hours will most likely apply to the spring se
mester. 

The lab has 17 Apple Macintosh computers, four of 
which will read Apple Ile software, 17 PCs (486) a11d 
three IBM PCs. INNOVATIONS has more than 400 
packages of software many of which are used daily by 
students with various degree plans. The software packag
es include WordPerfect for Windows version 5.2 and 6.0a 
for PCs, WordPerfect for the Macs, Lotus 1-2-3, Micro
Soft Word, and Excel for the PCs and Macs. 

WordPerfect for Windows has a set of graphics 
which can enhance a report or research paper. 

Nursing and EMS programs, sociology, and many 
other software packages that both Macs and PCs support 
also are available. 

The lab has a variety of tutorial programs that will 
help the first-time user feel comfortable and at ease using 
the mouse and related software programs. Students do 
not have to have any prior computer experience to use 
the lab. Also help from trained personnel is always 
available. 

IMAX's Destiny computer-aided journey 
By BRENDA R. BROWN 
Guest Reporter 

Being whelmed over is a novel experience for some 
would-be connoisseurs of the BIG SCREEN. As I am 
but a novice at this enterprise, let us approach the beauty 
and wonders of the Destiny in Space film at Space Cen
ter Houston with an eye toward realizing that the 40-
minute spectacle, narrated by Leonard Nimoy, boggles 
not only the mind but the central nervous system. 

Picture this: what appears to be (and is) the actual 
take-off of a frenetically realized shuttle mission feels as 
if it is sending shock waves through all of your past 
lives. You are ~ted precisely in the middle of a well
appointed auditorium complete with what seems to be 
(but isn't) a no-exit situation. In front of you is easily 
the eighth wonder Qf the known world in the form of 
screen five stories high. The audience is breathless; quite 
literally, I am breath-less (so are you). · 

Then the realization hits: the scene before you is 

~ter than anything envisioned by us earth-bound crea- . 

tores -- and you marvel. No longer is there any time or 
space for personal and puny sensations of our earth
boundedness; there is only the need to scan further, to 
become one with the space pilot -- a computerized ver
sion of the way it would look if we were flying over the 
barren regions we call Venus and Mars. 

We are launched into space with the members of no 
fewer than six shuttle crews, becoming one with the gal
axy and certain of our place in the universal scheme of 
things -- and fully cognizant that we are, in fact, daring 
to go "where no one has gone before." 

It's an eye-opening experience. When you go, be 
prepared to feel bpth exuberant and infinitesimal. But do 
be prepared to go. It's a blast! 

. Destiny in Space is part of a package deal. For the 
price of one ticket you get to see several different shows · 
and presentations, plus a tour of the Johnson Space Cen
ter. 

Tickets are $11.95 for adults; $8.50 for children un
der 12; and children under 3 are admitted free. 

The Space Center is open every day except Christ
mas Day. For more information call (713) 244-2100. 
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Theater season bills 
unprecedented plays 

By PENNY BARRERA 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's Biggest Li'l Theatre in 
Texas promises an exciting new season filled with dra
ma, laughter and adventure topped off with rousing, 
emotion-filled music. 

According to the theater's publication, Front Row , 
the 1994-95 season line-up consists of six productions. 
These include one project so large it will be done in two 
parts, the first announced area production of a new come
dy, a classic comedy and a major summer musical, to be 
presented at the _University of Houston-Clear Lake. 

The Southwest Atea Premiere of David's Mother, a 
comedy/drama by Bob Randall, opens Sept. 8 and runs 
through Oct. 2. This comedy/drama, recently produced as 
a television movie by CBS, centers around a young 
mother who uses her wickedly funny tongue to hold at 
bay a world that has the legal right and intention of tak
ing her mentally handicapped son from her. COM stu
dent Mike Rice will portray the 16-year-old boy who is 
severely damaged and retarded. Jim Garcia, also a COM 
student, will play the part of Phillip, the husband of the 
witty fee-lance editor Sally, the youth's mother. Carolyn 
Ortiz, area actress and longtime favorite on the COM 
stage has been cast in the role as mother. 

The classic Moliere comedy, School for Wives, 
promises to be a laugh a minute. It opens Oct. 27 and 
closes Nov. ~ Moliere's central character decides that he 
can train a young girl to be the perfect wife by keeping 
her ignorant of the ways of the world. Audition dates for 
the play are Sunday, Aug. 28, at 1:30 p.m. and Monday, 
Aug. 29, at 7 p.m. 

The next season play is Ten November, a musical/ 
drama opening Jan. 26 and closing Feb. 19. Auditions 
will be held on Nov. 6 and 7. This play centers around 
the cargo ship, the S.S. Edmund Fitzgerald, carrying tac
onite ore, which sank mysteriously during a storm in 
Lake Superior. 

Lost in Yonkers, which opens March 30 and runs 
thtough April 30, is the most acclaimed Neil Simon 
play, winner of four Tony Awards including Best Play 

and the 1991 Pulitzer Prize. While rich in the comedy 
for which Simon is famous, it grapples with what happ
pens to children in a family where love is absent. Audi-
tion dates are Jan. 29 and Jan. 30. -~ 

. The Kentucky Cycle Part I, which opens June 1 
and runs through June 25, is the biggest production for 
the season. This sweeping epic of thtee families in east
ern Kentucky spans 200 years of American history from 
1775 to 1975. Auditions are March 26 and March 27. 

The second part of this play will be shown after the 
production of Annie Get Your Gun. A show date has not 
yet been announced. 

The summer musical, Annie Get Your Gun, on~ of 
the great American musicals of all time will open in the 
UHCL Bayou Theatre, July 20 ~d runs through Aug. 6. 
Auditions are April 23 and April 24 at COM, and April 
30 and May 1 at UHCL. 

For ticket information, call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, .Exl 345. 

MAKE 
BETTER GRADES 

Increase your learning po,wer 
Improve your GPA! 

Discover the 
EXAM SECRET 

Write for free brochure today! 
:acx>KS PLUS 

P.O. Box 58045, Dept. ES 
Houston, TX 77258 
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Sports/Recreation 

Baseball strike means more study time 

Fred 
FaourSr. 

Welcome to College of the Mainland all you 
newcomers and welcome back returning students and 
faculty. Since last we enjoyed an E91meline Dodd bi
ology lab and a Mike Judge math lecwre, there have 
been some changes on the pro sports scene. 

The Rockets are world champions, as I'm sure 
you have noticed by the the thousands of T-shirts 
and hats walking around masquerading as humans. 
The Oilers are back in training camp preparing for 
another early exit from the playoffs. And, the base
ball players aren't taking strikes, they are on strike. 

The irony of that is the strike (or work stoppage 
if you want to be politically correct) came during 
one of the most interesting and exciting seasons in 
recent memory. 

When the stoppage occurred. Houston's Jeff 
Bagwell was enjoying a career year and San Francis
co's Matt Williams was in hot pursuit of Roger 
Maris' record 61-homer season. San Diego's Tony 
Gwynn was flirting with the first .400 season since 
1941 and fans were flocking to the parks since for 
the most part, the pennant races were close enough 
to pique you interest. 

So, I guess I should wring my hands and say, 
"What a shame." I can't. 

It is difficult to have much sympathy for either 
the players or the owners. It was the owners who 
spent themselves into a financially precarious comer 
and the prima donna players who operate under the 
theory it is better to receive than it is to give. With 
an average salary of better than $1 million, that is 
pretty good reception. 

This strike is simply a dual case of the dog wag
ging the tail (owners) and the tail wagging the dog 
(players). It is a case of greed in both houses. And if 
I read the pulse of the COM community correctly, 
there is not much sympathy for either side, just apa
thy. 

Actually, the strike, whose issues are about as 
dramatic as a Robert Dole speech and about as inter
esting, could not have come at a better time for 

COM students. 
Just think how many more hours we can spend 

in the library. in study groups and interacting with 
the faculty. No more wasted time poring over the 
box scores or checking the latest statistics. The added 
study time should boost GPAs dramatically. 

Yeah. right. 
The main issue that triggered the current work 

stoppage, involves the owners' insistence on a salary 
cap similar to the caps in the NBA and NFL. 

Those of you who follow sports have seen what 
the cap has done to the NFL. It sent Warren Moon to 
Minnesota and forced the early retirement of several 
aging stars. The cap has slowed the rise of salaries in 
the NBA, but basketball players still enjoy the high
est average salary of any pro athlete. 

What sets the NBA and NFL apart from baseball 
is that pro football and pro basketball have been 
willing to accept change for the better. The NBA has 
added the three-point shot and the 24-second clock. 
The NFL, after scoring hit a lull, instituted the two
point conversion this year and made other subtle rule 
changes that aid the offense. 

And baseball? Well, it did shake things up a 
little this year with a new division arrangement and 
playoff format But as far as the game itself, the only 
changes have been for the worse. 

There is a great deal more stepping out of the 
batter's box to pull on gloves or stepping off the 
mound to pick up the resin bag. There also is an in
ordinate amount of time spent crotch grabbing, spit
ting tobacco juice and complaining to the umpires. 
There are almost as many throws to first as there are 
to home. 

For the most part. the game has lost its appeal. 
It lost its innocence many years ago after the first of 
eight work stoppages. It lost many of its fans when 
management made attending a game only slightly 
more fun than taking an algebra test. High prices for 
tickets, parking and concessions have excluded most 
of the working class from attending more than a 
handful of games throughout the season. 

So, we return to classes this session without 
baseball. That's OK, most of us have already spent 
the summer without it anyway. 
Editor's note: Fred Faour Sr., a former senior edi
tor in the sports department, is retired from the 
Houston Chronicle after 28 years of service. He is 
starting his second year as a College of the Mainland 
student. 

EvaNeinas,PresidentLarryStanley'ssecretary, models 
casual wear in COM's Secretarial/Clerical Fashion 
Show held April 25during Secr~tary's Week. The other 
fashions included business and evening attire. Dillard's 
served as a sponsor. (Photo by Cheryl Welch) 

April fashion show 
first-time success 
By CHERYL WELCH 
Guest Reporter 

The first Annual Fashion Show in honor of Secre
taries Week was pr~nted by the College of the Main
land Secretaries Club April 25. 

The Fashion Show, sponsored by Dillard's and open 
to the COM commnunity as well as the general public, 
featured 15 clerical/secretarial personnel from across cam
pus and lasted approximately one hour. 

The participants modeled outfits in three categories: 
casual, business and evening. Cake and punch were 
served in the Student Center Sun Room at the conclu
sion of the show. 

Members of the Secretaries Club were pleased with 
the outcome of the event and promise that next year's 
event will be even bigger and better. 

Renovations add up to more space 

11 

Tom King, technical director or the COM theater, 
ponders over a precise measurement for a platform set 
of Jake's Women, which premiered June 2 and ended 
June 26. King also built the complicated break-away set 
for COM's summer musical Peter Pan. The set allowed 
Peter and the Darling children to fly away to Neverland. 
Performances in the University of Houston-Clear Lake 
Bayou Theatre ran from July 20 through Aug. 7. 

Continued from Page._ _________ _ 

Vocational Building in spring leaving those two class
rooms vacant. "These rooms had no instructional walls 
and were not geared for teaching," COM mathematics 
Professor Leslie Richardson stated. "Also, a call for bet
ter facilities for students to wait (in) before class began 
was needed." 

Along with renovating classrooms, the office facili
ties underwent changes by dividing a large office into 
two new offices to accommodate the increase in faculty. 

Both math and science faculty members will be 
housed in the new area, but only science classes will be 
taught in the newly renovated building, Richardson ex
plained. 

COM student Abigail Davalos said, "Students hav
ing to deal with the new carpet smell and the air condi
tioning being turned off' found the learning atmosphere 
in the classes disrupted. Davalos, who also works as a 
student assistant for the Math and Science teams. added: 
"They (the students) get uncomfortable with the AC off 
and the glue smell. which all affect your concentration in 

the classroom. But when they're (construction workers) 
through. it will be really nice." 

According to Karl Marshall, contractor with C.L. 
Vick Construction, most of the work should be compl_et
ed by Sept. 30. Fall classes will begin on schedule in 
the renovated area. 

"It's an exciting project, seeing all of the good 
changes around here," Richardson said. "The faculty are 
very pleased' with what we've seen so far. I guess you 
can say we're sort of modernizing this area." 

Biology Professor Emmeline Dodd said: "I've al
ways said1hat learning can take place anytime there is a 
teacher and some students. This summer has proved my 
point! Despite the demolition, destruction, and noise of 
jackhammers and saws, not one student has compiained. 

"It has been like a treasure hunt each day," Dodd 
continued. "I leave clues as to the location of the class or 
the lab, and they always find me." 

RedesignesJ classroom space is not the only differ
ence students will see in the Math/Science Building this 
fall_ The open-air courtyard will be enclosed. 
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Unique ENGL 1301 forages into creative thinking 
Continued from Paae 1----------
skills also will benefit the students as they deal with 
problems and other challenges within their lives. 

Classes will meet Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
9:30 to 10:50 a.m. 

On Tuesdays, the students will meet in the auditori
um where the team will introduce the thinking processes 
and instruct the class in techiques for applying the new 
skills. The students will then be divided into small 

Dreaded P.E. course 
source of satisfaction 

... Sheri •. 
O*Rourke 

.Ok, I confess. I'm not athletic, not even close. 
I tried aerobics for a while and put myself on a 
walking program once, but neither effort took. 
Let's face it, who has the time? I did walk from the 
parking lot to the grocery store on a regular basis, 
but I don't think that counts. I was what fitness 
experts call sedentary (such an ugly-sounding 
word, don't you think?), and P .E. was but a hazy 
high school mermory_ until last semester. 

There was no way out. PHED 1107 is required 
in order to get an associate's degree at College of 
the Mainland, and I had to have the course. Not 
knowing what to expect, and fearing the worst, I 
enrolled last spring. 

As the first class meeting approached, those 
~ high schooLmemories .shoved through with 
amazing clarity. I was the last kid to finish the re
lay, the last one picked for the team. Reluctant to 
expose my unathletic self, I wasn't thrilled by the 
prospect of reliving· those experiences in front of a 
whole new set of what I was sure would be athleti
cally superior an~ much younger peers. 

My first surprise was that not only were there 
other thirty-somethings in the class, but also some 
forty-somethings, and even some fifty-somethings. 
It started looking even better as I realized that 
Cooch Galen Hayward understood that most of us 
had jobs and children in addition to school work, 
and not a lot of time for exercise. But, that didn't 
stop him from telling us what we needed to know. 
The focus was on a positive healthy lifestyle, and 
the lectures were interesting and loaded with infor
mation relevant to our daily lives. The emphasis 
wasn't on competing and winning, but on achiev
ing a personal fitness goal. 

For the final exam, we were to choose one of 
four activities, and train throughout the semester 
toward our personal best 

The walking program entailed three miles, 
whereas the runners got away with a mile and a 
half, but I chose to walk. A runner I was not 
However, a couple of weeks into the program, 
something happened to me. I don't know if it was 
the lure of six times around the track vs. 12, or 
some alien competitive drive, but I decided to 
switch to the running program. I wanted to see if I 
could go the distance. It was grueling at first, and 
got only slightly better with time, but my mind 
was made up. I couldn't back down from the chal
lenge. 

It did get a little easier the longer I trained, and 

finally -- not without much huffing and puffing --
I ran the mile and a half. That may not seem like 
much to a runner, but it was to me. 

I was the last runner to finish the test, but 
that was Ok. It was a personal victory and it felt 
great 

groups to participate in various activities, exchange ide
as, and virtually share control of the learning process. 

For the Thursday class meetings, the team will sep
arate and meet with their individuall classes to lead stu
dents in the process of writing and to focus on another 
course objective, the collaborative research paper. 

Two to seven students will decide the topic for their 
research paper; _then divide the research and the paper 
writing, and finally present one paper. The collaborative 
effort will not only help the students write their first col- . 
lege research paper, it also will enable them to practice 
the concept of teamwork, a skill that will be required as 
the students take positions in business and industry. 

The team teaching project is the product of Pevoto's 
affiliation with the Beacon Grant Project, a group of rep
resentati~es. including Pevoto, from nine area junior col
leges. These representatives, all members of the Gulf 
Coast Junior College Interscholastic Conference, came 
together with freshmen composition students in mind. 
The goal of the nine colleges, represented by the 
GCJCIC, was to make sure that each school's composi
tion courses were parallel to the others in objectives, 
thus ensuring an equal level of learning standards. Repre
sentatives from the University of Houston main campus 
and Texas Southern University in Houston were also 
consulted in an attempt to make sure that the courses at 
junior colleges were parallel to those at senior institu
tions, and that student skill levels upon course comple
tion were comparable. 

Another objective shared by Beacon project group 
members was to improve student retention rates. It was 
decided that thinking skills and the collaborative research 
paper would be showcased in a course designed to realize 
the group's objectives for the students. 

Pevoto taught two classes at COM last year that in
corporated these teaching methods and thinking skills. 

_ StudenLevaluations were high and the withdrawal rate 
much lower than in conventional composition classes. 
Brown and Lowery became interested in the project and 
asked to be part of a team teaching effort. The result is a 
dedicated threesome, who are armed with skills and are 
ready to use them to help students recognize and achieve 
their writing potential. 

. Pevoto is entering her 25th year as a literature and 
composition instructor at COM. More recently, howev-

er, she has been involved with the National Center for 
Teaching Thinking at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in Boston, Mass. She attended a series of 
workshops and classes sponsored by the center which 
were held locally and in Boston, and recently returned 
from the Sixth International Conference of Thinkers at 
the MIT campus. While at the conference, Pevoto re
ceived instruction on creating the thoughtful classroom 
and learned strategies for teaching thinking skills. 

Brown has been at COM for 25 years, the majority 
of that time teaching literature, but also instructing 
some composition classes as well. However, her service 
to the college does not end there. She has served, since 
inception in 1984, as spokeswoman of the Financial Aid 
and Scholarship Committee at COM. She also is the cu
reent leader of the Humanities Team . 

"I am looking forward to learning what Jo Ann has 
experienced this summer and putting it into practice at 
College of the Mainland," Brown said. 

Lowery received her bachelor's degree in English lit
erature and her master's degree in humanities (journalism 
and literature) from the University of Houston-Clear 
Lake. Having just completed a literature class this sum
mer, Lowery now has 12 post-graduate hours to her cred
it, nine of them in literature. For the last seven years she 
has taught journalism at COM, along with advising and 
guiding the staff of InterCOM, the student newspaper. In 
addition to her journalism classes, Lowery also has been 
teaching developmental writing since 1990. Prior to her 
position at COM, she was an editor for 3 1/2 years at 
The La Marque Times newspaper. With her journalism 
experience, Lowery brings the technical skills required to 
complete this talented team. · 

"I am looking forw3:1d to teaching with both Brenda 
and Jo Ann, and am excited about the opportunity to 
work so closely with two pros," Lowery said. 

All three women are members of the Humanities 
Team which presently includes English, humanities, 
journalism, Spanish and speech. Their desire work to
gether on this project is a strong example of their dedica
tion to the quality of education students receive at COM. 

In this course, Pevoto said, the student will get the 
advantage of the strength that each individual team mem
ber will bring to the class. 

In the annual Student vs. Employee Basketball game held April 29, the employees beat the students 57-50. The 
winning team from left, front row, includes: Michael Murphy, part-time gym employee; Michael Judge, math 
profe~r; Anthony Hawkins, Job Placement director; and Ali Ravandi, math profe~r. Back row: Al Yarbrough, 
campus police officer; Galen Hayward, grounds person, adjunct P.E. instructor; Maurece Rouges, part-time 
custodian; Tony Pfeiffer, karate instructor; and Jerry Bryant, P.E. professor. Members of the student team included 
Jerome Bass, Tige Cornelius,Jimmie Milboume,Jonathan Steele, Ashton Jackson, Trey Richardson, Darren Perry, 
Tony JQnes, Mark Jon~ and Roy Holmes. (Photo by Marya~~ U~ck) 
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SEE 
YOUR 
WORDS 

... IN 
BLACK 
AND 
WHITE 

• .. 

Do words flow 
easily from your 
mind to paper? Do 
you have printer's 
ink in your veins? 
Would you like to 
see your ideas 
in black and 
white? 

How about becoming a ·bylined 
wrtter for your college newspaper? 

Enroll in COMM 1307 (Writing 
for the Mass Media), College of -
the Mainland's beginner 
journalism course, and become a 
staff member of the InterCOM, the 
award-winning campus 
paper . . 

Whether you have 
journalism 
experience or not, 
the InterCOM staff is 
the place for you. If 
you like to write or 
think you would, 
you'll get a wide array 
of experience, including 
straight news, features, 
opinions, movie, book, 
concert or play reviews, 
and in-depth reports of 
your choice. You can also get 
involved as a photographer or 
illustrator. 

As an InterCOM staff member 
you get hands-on experience in 
the publishing of a newspaper, 

from the beginning 
ideas to the paper hot 
off the press! . 

If you have some 
journalism 
experience, you · 
may qualify to 
enroll in COMM 
2305(Copy 
Editing and 
Production) with 

the instructor's 
approval. Astp.d H. 
Lowery may be 

reached at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 314. 

Enrollment in either course 
must be accompanied by the 
production lab, COMM 1129, 
which meets Monday and 

Wednesday afternoons for 
80 minutes, at your 
convenience. 

COMM 1307 meets 
Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 9:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
COMM 2305 meets 
Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 
· 11 a.m. to 1:50 

,. p.m. Note: These 
are new days and 

times. 

. As a member of InterCOM you'll 
meet many people of diversified 
interests and backgrounds, and 
you'll have your finger on the pulse 
of the college. 

ENROLL NOW 

lnlarCOM 
NO GRAY AREA HERE 

, . 



12 designated smoking areas 
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SAB fall events 
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Domestic violence Part I 
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COM fall blood drive 
set Oct. 18, 19 in SC Students express complaints 
By LIZ CADDELL 
Staff Reporter 

The Student Activities Board in cooperation with 
the Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center of Houston will 
host the College of the Mainland fall blood drive Oct. 18 
and 19. 

This life-saving event will be held in the Student 
Center Sun Room beginning at 8 a.m. and concluding at 
3:30 p.m. both days. 

SAB sponsor Maryann Urick said she hopes "this 
blood drive will be as successful as it was in the fall of 
1993 when we received 188 (pints of blood) donations." 

According to the blood center, donations will enable 

See Oct. 18-19 Page 2 

Henry D. Pope 

By AMY J. TAFT 
Managing Editor 

College of the Main
land held an open meeting 
Sept. 29 during College 
Hour to allow students the 
opportunity to make com
ments or express com
plaints. 

James E. Shippy, di
rector of Student Support 
Services oversaw the meet
ing along with Dr. Henry 

COM police offer 24-hour security 

COM Police Officer Arbry Clifton, member of 
the police bike patrol, demonstrates how well his 
bicycle maneuvers stairs. 

(Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

By BECKY FULLER 
Staff Reporter 

Don't let the Bermuda shorts fool you, the 
men and women driving around in those little golf 
carts are certified police officers. 

Since its inception in 1974, the COM Police 
Department has advanced from two security guards 
on foot P?trol to nine certified officers, manning 
one pa!:fol car, two highly visible golf carts and 
two 10-speed bicycles. 

The officers are Matt Clausen, Arbry Clifton, 
Vernon Ewell, Robyn Hensley, · Mickey House, 
Guillermo (Willie) Huerta, Jeannette Swindell, 
Jose Villareal and Al Yarbrough. 

"COM police are on duty 24 hours a day," 
said Swindell, one of the two female officers. 
"Three officers work on each shift with one officer 
working midnights and weekends." 

COM also has four officers (Clifton, Hensley, 
House and Villareal) working the bike patrol. Two 
officers ride the bikes on each shift, and according 
to Swindell, in the two years that it has been esta
blished, the patrol has already proven itself valua
ble. 

"With the bike patrol, we now have the cam
pus covered," Swindell said. "The officers have 
even chased down and arrested people on bicycles 
on the bike trail." 

Unfortunately, the potential for danger is here, 

See Police Page 7 

D. Pope, dean of College and Financial ·Services. 
Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and 

Student Development, who normally facilitates the 
forums was out of town at a seminar in Colorado. 

Shippy began the forum by immediately ask
ing for any comments. 

COM student and lnterCOM staff reporter 
Dawn Laursen expressed concern about the lack of 
enforcement of COM's smoking policy. She sug
gested that the COM police give tickets to those 
who are not in compliance with the policy. 

COM's Board of Trustees originally had 
planned to ban smoking from the campus entirely. 

Se~ Student: Page 7 

Student retreat to cite 
problems, solutions 
By AMY J. TAFT 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland is looking for input from 
its students in a way the college has never before done. 
An off-campus student retreat is planned for Friday, Oct. 
21, from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. at the Christian Holiday 
House in Dickinson. 

COM President Larry L. Stanley describes the re
treat as a way for the college to "try to become more re
sponsive" to the students. The retreat is designed to not 
only allow students to voice concerns and complaints, 
but also to find possible solutions for problems many 
students face while attending COM. 

The idea of the retreat is not to focus on individual 
problems, but to focus on problems that face groups 

of students, President Stan
ley said. Students will be 
required to come to a con
sensus of concerns, sort of 
an agreement of disagree
ments. Ideas for improve
ment also are welcome. 

President Stanley vows 
to students that where a 
consensus is reached, the 
college will address those 
issues. 

Another difference in 
this type of forum from 

See COM Page 7 Larry L. Stanley 

Racism suspected in c_ar vandalism at COM 
By AMY BERGERON 
Staff Reporter 

Due to an incident of racist vandalism here at Col
lege of the Mainland, the COM police were heading up a 
full and thorough investigation in order to determine 
who the perpetrator or perpetrators were. However, now 
after months of searching for clues, COM Police Officer 

uu,Hermo (Willie) Huerta, head of the investigation, 
said that he has gone as far as he can with the case. 

On the afternoon -of Aug. 15 Ron Gamble, an Afri
can-American man, went to pick up his mother's green 
1978 Mercury Monarch from the college's automotive 
repair shop. Although all he wanted was an engine over
haul, he got a little more than that. Painted across the 
back of the trunk in a gray shade of liquid primer were 

the letters, KKK, a symbol for the white supremacy 
group, the Klu Klux Klan. 

Gamble told reporters that he took the car to the 
COM automotive shop in late July. He understood that 
the repairs would take a little longer than in regular 
shops. However, the caliber of work would be almost 
identical and there would be no payment for labor, only 

See Vandalism Page 7 



Page 2, October 1994, InterCOM 

Editorials/News 
Welcome Back Kickoff features band 
By L. JOSEPH SHOSTY III 
Staff Reporter 

In front of a crowd of sun-baked College of the 
Mainland students, the Bert Wills Band opened the Wel
come Back Kickoff and Club Day Tuesday, Sept. 23. 

Several people in the crowd swayed and danced as 
guitarist/vocalist Bert Wills, bassist/vocalist Benny 
Brasket, saxophonist Paul "Ear" Teichman, and COM's 
own drum instructor and drummer Bob Adams. The band 
ripped, rocked, sashayed and boogied through several 
1940s hits as well as a few singles from their forthcom-
ing album. • 

Those watchinlthe show helped themselves to free 
soft drinks and club fliers at the concession stand. 

While the band took a break COM President Larry 

COM student Omid Laridjani kicks around a soccer 
ball during the Welcome Back Kickoff held Sept. 13 
during College Hour. Laridjani is a member of-the 
COM Soccer Club. (Photo by Brady Mahaney) 
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L. Stanley took the stage to formally welcome both 
first-year students and returning students. In his speech 
President Stanley outlined a coming event that will al
low students to effectively voice their opinions of what 
is good and what is bad about the college in an attempt 
to make it more student-friendly. He asked 50 students to 
come forward and sign up for a retreat Oct. 21 at which 
they will discuss what is working and what could be 
done differently. Students who wish to attend will be ex
cused from their classes, he said. 

After being introduced by the president, new Student 
Activities Board President David Pyawasay spoke briefly 
about SAB activities set for the fall semester. Then Pya
wasay introduced representatives of the various campus 
clubs such as· the new Student Government. Though not 
all clubs were represented, Pyawasay mentioned them. 

The Bert Wills Band then took the stage for a final 
time, playing approximately four more numbers before 
closing the show. 

Each of the clubs at COM is interested in new 
members. For more information about specific. clubs 
contact the following club sponsors at (409) 938-1211 
or (713) 280-3991 at their respective extensions: Mar
yann Urick, SAB and the Outdoor Club, Ext. 418; and 
James Shippy, Student Government, Ext. 297. 

Other sponsors and clubs include: Michael Ramirez, 
COM Amigos, Ext. 461; Betty Polifka, COM Arts As
sociation, Ext. 349; COM Men's and Women's Soccer 
Club, Ext. 418; and James _Heffel, COM Vocal Senate 
and Studio Singers, Ext. 200. 

Also named: Bob Young, Environmental Commit
tee, Ext. 306; Astrid H. Lowery, the student newspaper 
lnterCOM, Ext. 314; Sparky Koerner, Instrumental Mu
sicians Guild and the Jazz Ensemble, Ext. 347; Brenda 
Brown, Literature Club, Ext. 315; and Reggie Schwand
er or Jack Westin, Mainland Community Theatre, Exts. 
350 or 221. 

And finally: Anthony Hawkins, Organization of 
African American Culture, Ext. 399; "Out Of The Grey" 
Christian Club, Ext. 418; Kathye Bergin and Leslie 
Richardson, Phi T_heta Kappa, Exts. 223 and '.929; Roy 
Lukash, Softball Club, Ext. 417 and Tom Hawkins or 
Mary Hernandez, Texas Nursing Students Association, 
Exts. 548 or 426. 

Fans of the Bert Wills Band should look for their 
forthcoming album, Mr Politician, due out this year 
from Gold Rhyme Records. 

Oct.18-19 set for blood drive 
Continued from Page 1----------

the center to serve patients in more than 80 hospitals in 
the 16 counties surrounding Houston. Blood is in great 
demand. Statistics outlined in the blood donor require
ment handbook state that in 1990, every minute 16 peo
ple needed blood. 

In order to donate a person must be between 18 and 
70 years old. Seventeen-year-olds may donate with writ
ten parental consent. Additional requirements include: a 
person must weigh at least 110 pounds, and must not 
have a cold, the flu or a sexually transmitted disease. 

The blood center stresses that when a person plans 
to donate blood, he should avoid dairy products, such as 
eggs and milk four hours prior to donation. In addition, a 
person must wait eight weeks between donations. 

The SAB will issue free T-shirts to all who donate. 
For additional information or when ~nd where to 

sign up, contact SAB sponsor Maryann Urick at (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Exts. 417 or 418. 

COM, Rotary sponsor class 
A ceramics class for stroke victims and other physi

cally impaired people began Sept. 30 at College of the 
Mainland and will continue through Nov. 18. It meets . 
from 9 to 11 a.m. on Fridays. 
For more information call Grubb at (409) 938-5483. 

Visiting freeway pig 
brings laughter, joy 

Becl(y 

Fuller 

Having a freeway for a front yard, you figure 
you've seen it all, even in the Deep South. One 
day last summer, I opened my door to a young 
man with one of those funny Yankee accents. 

"Do you own a pig?" he asked. 
I knew immediately he was referring to Wil

bur, my 265 pound red pig. 
"Oh no," I groaned. "What has he done now?" 
"Well," said the man, "J pulled over with a 

flat tire, and now I've got a pig in my car!" 
I followed the man across the road and spied 

Wilbur's hind end sticking out of the back seat of 
his car. I could hear the shrill voices of children 
hysterical with laughter. 

Wilbur was halfway in the car munching pota
to chips and basking in generous hugs and pats. 
The man's wife was leaning over the front seat 
snapping away with a camera. 

I let the kids enjoy Wilbur until the chips 
were gone and he began rooting for more. I applied 
my poke stick amid cries of, "Can we keep him, 
can we please!" and began herding Wilbur across 
the road. The man followed along. 

"I just want to thank you and Wilbur for 
brightening up our day," he said. "We flew into 
Houston yesterday, and I really have not spent 
much time with my family. All we have seen is 
highrises and freeways. When we pulled over the 
kids were crying and my wife and I were arguing. 
This is the first real laughter I have heard today!" 

While we talked, I herded Wilbur through the 
front door. From across the road came fresh gales 
of laughter. 

"I guess I've finally gotten a glimpse of real 
southern Irving!" said the man. 

With that, he trotted back to his happy family 
and I closed my front door. 

Smoking in right place 

· COM students Joel Sokness, Candice Tholen and 
Michael Landers chat while smoking outside the 
Math Science Building Sept. 15. They are in one 
of the 12 designated smoking areas. 

(Photo by Brady Mahaney) 



Smoking restricted to ·12 areas at COM 
BY BRADY MAHANEY 
Assistant Editor 

Those of you who enjoy a cigarette break between 
classes, or those of you who are partial to breathing 
smoke-free air, need to be aware of the rules concerning 
smoking at College of the Mainland. 

Smoking is only allowed in 12 designated areas on 
COM's main campus, and smoking while walking be
tween buildings is strictly prohibited. 

Originally COM was to become a smoke-free cam
pus Jan. 1, as the result of an April 1993 Board of Trus
tees decision. With significant opposition from students 
and other groups, the Board reevaluated its position and 
in the Dec. 2, 1993, meeting allowed for 12 designated 
smoking areas 

The Board's intent, with first the ban on smoking 
and then the amended ban, is to minimize the amount of 
litter on campus as well as provide a healthy and com
fortable learning environment for all students, according 
to a March article in InterCOM. 

The new policy's effectiveness and fairness have 
been the topic of many heated discussions all over cam
pus this semester. 

'Tm just really glad that they have a smoking area 
and didn't do away with it (smoking)," said Cindy Jor
dan, Adult Basic Education program assistant. Other peo
ple are more critical of the new policy. 

"I don't think it's right," said COM student Diana 
Strain. "And I think that if they were going to ban 
(smoking), they would have to provide the programs to 
(help smokers) do it (quit)." 

In addition to the 12 smoking areas on the main 
campus, a smoking area also is available by the cosmo
tology building in Appomattox Square located across 
Amburn Road from the main entrance to COM. 

Because the smoking policy prohibits smoking 
close to building entrances and exits, COM student and 
smoker Kenny Melacon said "I think they should allow 
us to smoke outside all the exits." 

One area on campus that is not a designated area, 
but is a popular spot for smoker is located at the south
west entrance to the Technical/Vocational Building. 

This area has gained special attention because it 
only is separated from COM's Child Care Laboratory 
playground by a small wooden fence. Since this is not a 
designated smoking area, ashtrays have not been provid
ed. As a consequence, cigarette butts and second-hand 
smoke are seen as a threat to the children, who because 
this area is fenced in, do not have the freedom to move 
elsewhere. 

"This is not what we want to teach young children," 
said Dr. Katie Best Butler, Child Care Laboratory coor
dinator. 

Since COM is located close to the Texas City refin
eries, some people point out that the pollution from 
Texas City is far worse than second-hand smoke. "I don't 
think that smoking is doing any more harm than the 
pollution around us," said COM student Kim Martin. 

Another major reason for having designated smok
ing areas is to prevent the accumulation of cigarette 
butts all over the COM campus. 

COM student Billy Plant said, "If they (weuld) put 
more ashtrays around, people would use them." 

The besr furnished designated smoking area is on the 
second floor of the Learning Resource Center. This area 
is complete with overhead cover, three ashtrays, plenty 
of room to sit, elevator access and two water fountains. 

Campus police have yet to begin ticketing people 
for violating the new rules. Instead they are continuing a 
policy of telling smokers where they may smoke, said 
Sherry Jolly, COM campus police secretary. 
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Get politically aware; 
your vote does count 

BRADY 

MAHANEY 

Local, state and national elections will be held 
Nov. 8, and I would like to urge you to register 
and to vote. 

If you are not a registered voter and are eligi
ble to register, please do so, You are eligible if 
you are a U.S. citizen, 18 years or oider, and are a 
resident of the county and state for 30 days prior to 
the election. 

To be able to vote you must be registered 30 
days prior to election day. Voter registration appli
cations can be picked up at most county buildings, 
such as libraries, courthouses and city credit un
ions. Elections are a little more than a month 
away, so go register now. 

If you are one of those people who feel that 
your vote doesn't count, trust me you're wrong. In 
recent years the turnout for local elections has de
clined dramatically. In non-presidential elections, 
voter turnout has been the lowest. During these · 
"off'' elections your vote counts more because a 
popular vote decides the outcome. In presidential 
elections your vote goes through he Electoral• 
College and therefore is not a direct vote. Your 
vote also counts more in off years because fewer 
people vote in those elections. 

If you feel our area has nothing to offer the 
rest of the country, stop and think about the ac
complishments of some of our local politicians 
such as deceased Texas City Mayor Emmett F. 
Lowry, state Rep. Mike Martin, and U.S. Sen. 
Kay Bailey Hutchison. These people have and are 
shaping our political lives. 

Now that I have convinced you to vote, please 
don't walk into the polling station without first 
finding out about the people who are running in 
the elections. 

In today's world of mass media and CNN's 
continuous news coverage, it's easier than ever to 
find out who the candidates are and their qualifica
tions. The League of Women Voters publishes a 
voter's guide before every election. Also newspa
pers, such as The Houston Post and the Houston 
Chronicle profile candidates on the editorial pages. 

If you have the time and are looking for a club 
or oganization to join, political parties develop a 
special kind of closeness and are a great way to get 
involved in the community. 

Vote in every election you can. Educate your
self so your opinion is backed by fact. Seek to ed
ucate others. 

Club Amigos promotes Hispanic culture at COM 
By DAWN LAURSEN 
Staff Reporter 

Hispanic people have played a significant role in the 
making of Texas and the United States. How well do 
you know your history? Remember the Treaty of Guade
lupe Hildalgo signed in 1848 when Mexico relinquished 
all rights to Texas? 

How about the Gadsden Purchase of 1853, when the 
United States purchased from Mexico what is now Ari
zona, New Mexico, Nevada, Utah, and parts of Wyo
ming, Colorado and California? 

. Are you interested in making friends here at College 

of the Mainland? Are you interested in the Hispanic cul
ture? Then Club Amigos, open to all, is for you. 

History professor, Dr. Manuel Urbina, started the 
club at COM 22 years ago, and in an effort to promote 
the Hispanic culture, also initiated at <JOM the Cinco 
De Mayo festivities, which Celebrate Mexican indepen
dence on May 5. Dr. Urbina, Museum of the History of 
Mexico founder-curator, shares the club's sponsorship 
with Micheal Ramirez an EMS COM faculty member. 

COM student Sergio Renovato-Vasquez is the Ami
gos chairman. Vasquez is encouraging, not only people 
with Hispanic background, but also people of all races to 
join the club. 

To draw members, the club offered a free luncheon 
at Bonito's Restaurant in La Marque Sept. 22. Eighteen 
people came to get aquainted and to brainstorm ideas for 
activities and to discuss future goals such as a dance 

One goal is to promote knowledge of Hispanic cul
ture, and another is to increase advertising of activities at 
COM and in the community . . 

The Amigos meet every other Tuesday or Thursday 
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in the Learning Resource Center, 
Room L-113. 

For information call Ramirez at (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, Ext. 461, or after 4 p.m. call Dr. Urbi
na at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 307. 
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eatures/ ews 

Norma Morton, left, collects tickets from Fred and 
Sherry Zimmerman for COM's production of David's 
Mother which closed Oct. 2. Morton volunteers at the 
COM theater asa member of RSVP. Fred Zimmerman 
is a teacher at TCISD Alternative Learning Center. 

(Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

Active retired people 
volunteering at COM 
By DORIS McCOLLUM 
Staff Reporter 

Among lhe many active organizalions al College of 
lhe Mainland is lhe Retired Senior Volunteer Program. 
RSVP is a stale and federally funded program lhal has 
the polential of helping everybody, not jusl older adults. 

At COM, RSVP volunteers may be found serving 
at the Information Desk in the Administration Building, 
in the RSVP office, helping with college· mailoulS or lu
loring visually handicapped studenlS. 

The local direclor, Lois Holden, and her administra
tive assistant, Olda Perez, acl as liaisons between agen
cies and communily organizations which need assistance 
and the senior volunteers who are willing to use some of 
their spare time to fill these needs. 

RSVP was developed because of the reality of to
day's prolonged lifespans. The program places older citi
zens, 60 and above, who have a wealth of varied experi
ences as well as free time, in positions of need in their 
areas of expertise. 

Organizalion members have been instrumenlal in 
meeling lhe needs of communities lhroughout the United 
States as tutors, receplionislS, telephone contaclS, travel 
consultants, day care workers, docents, guides, mailout 
helpers, thrift shop managers, salespeople and many oth
er jobs. 

To qualify as an RSVP volunteer, participanls must 
be al leasl 60 years old, have a few free hours per week, 
enjoy the company of others, have interests and skills to 
share as well as wanling to make a difference in the lives 
of others which in tum will enhance the quality of lheir 
own lives. 

To become an RSVP member or for more informa
tion, contact Holden or Perez at ( 409) 938-1211 or ( 409) 
280-3991, Ext. 372. 

SAB plans full schedule of events 
By LIZ CADDELL 
Staff Reporter 

As the fall semester gets underway at College of the 
Mainland, the Student Activities Board has a five-star 
lineup of evenlS for October and November. 

Voted 1994 Campus Entertainer of the year by the 
National Association for Campus Activities, Craig 
Karges, will perform in the Leaming Resource Center 
Auditorium Oct. 10 at 7:30 p.m. 

The SAB will host a multi-cultural luncheon in the· 
Student Center Sun Room Oct. 11 at 12:30 p.m. Bring 
a dish from your native culture and enjoy the culinary de
lighlS of others. 

The annual blood drive takes place Oct.18 and 19 
beginning at 8 a.m. and concluding at 3:30 p.m. both 
days. The SAB will give free T-shirts to all who donate. 

Alvin College will host the Gulf Coast Intercolle
giate Conference Sports Day Oct. 20. Sports Day will 
last all day and those who wish to participate must sign 
up before Oct.19. 

To highlight Alcohol and Drug Awareness Week, 
Oct. 23-29, Fun Flicks day on campus is scheduled for 
Oct. 27 in the Student Center. 

The SAB, in conjunction with Continuing Educa
tion and the Office of Multi-Cullural Affairs, will spon
sor this event held 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

The deadline to register for fun flicks was Oct. 3. 
Kramer Entertainment Agency will be on hand for 

anyone who wishes to make a totally interactive video to 
keep. Four Oscars will be presented for several catagories 
at a later date. Groups are encouraged to make videos and 
student volunteers will be needed. Contact Charles Bud
denhagen, new director of Continuing Education, at 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 517. 

In addilion, Kathie Rickman, a clinical nurse spe
cialisl from the Health Science Center is tentatively 

scheduled as guest speaker on alcohol and drug abuse 
Oct 27 in the Student Center from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 

The 1972 democratic candidate for Texas governor, 
Sissy Farenthold, will speak at COM Oct.19. 

Little Big League is the first of two free movies 
scheduled by the SAB. It will screen Oct. 21 and 22 at 7 
each night in the LRC Auditorium. 

An evening of excitement has been planned for Oct. 
28 when the SAB will sponsor a Costume Party/Dance 
at the Tremont House in Galveston. The Topgallant 
Ballroom has been reserved for this event and an open 
bar will be available. 

The November line-up of SAB events begins with 
GCIC Bowling SporlS Day on Nov. 9 at 10:30 a.m. 

On Nov. 10 the SAB will present an open meeting 
with Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 
Development, and Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of College 
and Financial Services, in Rqom A-127 of the Adminis
tration Building at 12:30 p.m. Student issues and con
cerns will be discussed. This will be the second forum of 
the semester. The first was Sept. 29. 

A trip back in time to the Renaissance Festival in 
Plantersville is planned for Nov. 12 from 8 a.m. until 7 
p.m. Ticket prices, which include transportation from 
COM and back, are adullS $18; ages 5 to 12, $12; and 
children under 5, $6. 

Tickets for the festival, Mt including transportation, 
may also be purchased in the gym. AdullS are $11, and 
youth $7. 

TickelS that include transportation will be on a first
come, first-served basis. 

Al Garza American Karale Club will present a Self
Defense Demonstration and Workshop Nov. 13 in lhe 
Student Center at 12:30 p.m. 

For information on these or any events sponsored 
by the SAB, contact SAB sponsor and Recreational Pro
grams Coordinator Maryann Urick at (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, ExlS. 417 or 418. 

Memory expert improves recall skills 
By DORIS McCOLLUM 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland sludenlS, facully and friends 
had lhe opportunity to improve memory skills Sept. 12 
in the Leaming Resource Center Teaching Auditorium, 
L-131, when David Lallier conducted the "Don't Forgel" 
Memory Workshop. 

Lallier started off lhe evening by stating that he 
would teach the audience how to memorize a deck of 
cards, learn lists of information and help each listener to 
remember names more readily. 

"Since repetitive learning is a boring, slow process 
and basically ineffective, it is advantageous to develop a 
change of procedure for memorization," Lallier ex
plained. 

With this introduction the memory expert encour
aged the audience to use visualization, exaggeration and 
association to aid in the memorization process. He as
serled that the mind thinks in pictures. The more vivid 
these pictures are, the more concretely lhe brain is able 
to store new pieces of information. • 

One memorization method used by Lallier is the 
mnemonic alphabet. This was devised by Houston phy
sician, Robin Tyre, but refined by Lallier. Each letter of 
the alphabet, except the vowels, are assigned numerical 

· value. 
For example, letters such as "d" and "l" are given 

the value of one since lhese leuers have the same basic 
sound and because they look like lhe long stick configu
ralion of that numeral. 

To prove his point after teaching the audience this 
method, Lallier named nine cards from a deck of playing 
cards. He asked four people to identify the cards he had 

not named. By using the procedure they had just learned, 
the four successfully completed this exercise to a sponta
neous burst of applause from the audience. 

"Inability to properly file and organize information 
is a problem that needs visualization and association so 
we can establish a system of memory hooks," Lallier 
said. His suggested !isl of words which can funclion as 
memory hooks are included in the handbook provided by 
the speaker. The new information is "hung" on the 
hooks in the brain, ready for instant retrieval. 

Finally, Lallier emphasized the importance of mem
orizing names. He stated · that a person's name is his 
most cherished asset. In order to make an impression on 
one's colleagues, teachers and business or social con
tacts, it is vital to remember names. This can be accom
plished through paying close attention to the person be
fog introduced, by repeating his name or spelling it 
aloud as he is introduced. 

To illustrate his technique, Lallier told audience 
members to change their names from masculine to femi
nine or vice versa. Lallier pointed out how much more 
each person concentrated on his new name in order to re
member it. This supports his theory that we should pay 
closer attention when we are introduced to new people. 

At the conclusion of the workshop, Lallier reminded 
the audience that memorizing a deck of cards is not too 
difficult. Also eye contact, listening to names, repeating 
or spelling names when introduced can aid memory. He 
emphasized lislS can be remembered if categorized and ar
ranged in such a way that retrieval is easy. 

For more information about this method of memori
zation contact: David Lallier, B.B.A., M.B.A; at 1000 
Bay Area Blvd., Suite 205; Houston, Texas 77058. 



Domestic violence deadly threat 
By A~Y J. ~AFT York University law professor, explains that wife-
Managmg Editor beating was once condoned in an 1824 Mississippi Su

Editor's note: This is the first of a three-part series deal
ing with domestic violence. 

The murder of Nicole Brown Simpson has brought 
to light a terrible secret many women harbor -- domestic 
violence. Like with many high-profile domestic violence 
cases, Americans become outraged that such a problem 
exists in the United States, demand that something be 
done to protect abused women but later lose interest 
when a new scandal surfaces. 

Although the outpouring of public concern has in
creased the number of crisis centers and hotlines for 
abused women, the problem of domestic violence still 
remains. In 1992 the U.S. Surgeon General cited domes
tic violence as the leading cause of injury to women aged 
15 to 44. 

The problem of domestic violence is still far more 
common than once believed. According to the article, 
"Patterns of Abuse" in the July 4 issue of Newsweek, on 
the average one woman is beaten every 16 seconds by 
her husband, ex-husband or boyfriend. Also according to 

· Newsweek, although either partner of a relationship is 
just as likely to start a fight, women are victimized by 
their partner 11 times more often than men. 

Despite the prevelance of domestic violence, it is 
difficult to define clearly. Many view domestic violence 
as a family matter. For this reason many people over
look victims of domestic violence unless physical effects 
such as the woman's face being swollen and bruised, are 
apparent. Also according to "Patterns of Abuse," Ameri
cans still cling to the old cliche, "a man's home is his 
castle" and what happens inside should stay there. 

State laws also are barriers for combating domestic 
violence. In many states, a man who assaults a stranger 
is guilty of a felony, but if he assaults his wife, he is 
guilty of only a misdemeanor. 

In "Patterns of Abuse" Holly Maguigan, a New 

preme Court decision. The decision, first cited as the 
Rule of Thumb in English common law, allowed a man 
to punish his wife physically with a stick no wider than 
his thumb. 

Professor Maguigan is quoted as saying, "We're not 
very far removed from a time when the criminal-justice 
system saw its task as setting limits on the amount of 
force a man could use, instead of saying that using force 
against your wife is a crime." 

Accordirtg to "Patterns of Abuse," victims only call 
police to stop the violence at that moment not be.cause 
they want to prosecute the abuser. 

In the article, "He's Going to Kill Me," in the Sep
tember isssue of Glamour, Bob Schwartz, the Albu
querque district attorney, explains that usually after a vic
tim drops the charges, "the police are back out at her 
house the next day, the next month or we'd be at her fu
neral." The main reason for reoccurring abuse or escalat
ed violence is a result of the abuser's feeling that he is 
above the law, Schwartz explains. 

Even if a woman decides to leave an abusive rela
tionship, she still is in danger. In "Patterns of Abuse," 
Margret Byrne, director of the Illinois Clemancy Project 
for Battered Women, explains that the woman's leaving 
sends signals to the abuser that he is no longer in con
trol of the relationship. The abuser then escalates the vi
olence to the point where he threatens to hunt down his 
wife and kill her. Byrne is quoted as saying, "It's a male 
sense of entitlement -- 'If I can't have her, no one can."' 

Despite the grim reality of domestic abuse, help is 
available. The best way to combat domestic violence is 
to recognize those at risk of being abused or becoming 
abusers and to provide help for the victims. 

The second part of this three-part series to be published 
in the November issue of InterCOM will deal with the 
characteristics of abusers, who is most likely to be 
abused and the cycles of abuse. 
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Sissy Farenthold 
to address violence 

By DORIS McCOLLUM 
Staff Reporter 

Frances Tarleton Farenthold, who is currently 
serving as Distinguished Visiting Professor at 
Texas Southern University's Thurgood Marshall 
School of Law, has been invited to College of the 
Mainland as Special Speaker of the Day Oct. 19. 

Farenthold, also known by her nickname 
Sissy, is the first woman president of Wells Col
lege in Aurora, N.Y., and an attorney. She has 
served as a member of the Texas House of Repre
sentatives and was the Democratic candidate for 
governor of Texas in 1972. 

The former poUtician is scheduled to speak 
four times, all in the Learning Resource Center's 
Teaching Auditorium, L-131. Her first topic, Vio
lence in Our Society, is from 9:30 to 10:50 a.m, 
and will be followed with her second topic, Health 
Care Issue: Where We Are Today at 12:30 to 1:50 
p.m. 

She will speakagain from 2 to 3:20 p.m. on 
violence in our society, but she will focus on the 
organizations and people in the helping fields, 
such as the police. At the 7:15 p.m. session, Fa
renthold will again talk about violence. 

Farenthold's visit to the COM campus is 
sponsored by the Community Forum, Continuing 
Education, Social Sciences and the Student Activi
ties Board. 

The public is invited and encouraged to attend 
the day-long activities. 

For more infonnation contatt Maryann Urick, 
SAB sponsor and COM Recreational Programs co
ordinator, at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, 
Exts. 418 or 422. 

Houston artist's drawings displayed in COM Art Gallery 
By BILLY KIMBROUGH 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Fine Arts Gallery is 
displaying Rendered Alive, the works of Pam Johnson 
through Oct 13 as the first show of the fall semester. 

Houston artist Johnson, who does large scale draw
ings of nonfunctional forms, held a discussion of her 
works during the exhibit's opening Sept. 14. 

Using charcoal and graphite Johnson builds the sur
face of her drawings with layers of marks that look, as 
she explained in her talk for the opening, "like geologi
cal strata." 

During the opening, which was followed by a recep
tion, Johnson took the audience from one work to anoth
er .describing the art and how she drew it and gave its 
meaning. 

Unless you attended the gallery discussion, you may 
find Johnson's work intimidating. If you just look at the 
drawings without her explanation, what exactly they de
pict is unclear. However, during her discussion the artist 
simplified the meaning. As.she explained what a drawing 
represented, it became recognizable. 

In answer to questions from the audience she said 
the forms in her drawings give the impression of float
ing in non-gravity space. The drawings actually exude 
movement. 

"Since drawing is about light, and the forms are not 
what you see every day, light comes from where I want 
it," Johnson said. 

She said she loves the richnes~ of black and white 
and what they can do, but she is gradually adding color 
to her work. 

She attended the Museum of Fine Arts School of 
Art, Houston, and earned a bachelor of fine arts degree _at 

Sam Houston State University, Huntsville, in 1973. 

Johnson has had solo shows at the CJ. Jung Cen
ter, the W.A. Graham Gallery and the Museum of Fine 
Arts, School Art Scholarship Show, all of Houston. 

The artist was included in the 1993 New American 
Talent at Laguna Gloria in Austin. 

COM Art Gallery hours are 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, and 9 a.m. to I p.m. Thurs
days. 

For other times available by appointment call Mona 
Marshall, art gallery director, at (409) 938-121 I or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 354. 

Houston artist Pam Johnson, center, discusses her drawings with COM student Maria Prestigomo, left, and COM 
Art Gallery Director Mona Marshall. Johnson's exhibit opened Sept. 14 and may be viewed through Oct. 13: 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; and Thursdays 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. (Photo by Brady Mahaney) 
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Baseball cards casualty of strike 

After one of the most promising baseball seasons 
thus far, Baseball's Executive Council Chairman and act
ing Baseball Comissioner Bud Selig announced Sept. 14 
that the 1994 baseball season was officiallyover. The 
strike which began Aug. 12 was the result of unsettled 
labor disputes between ball players and club owners. 

It will be the first time in 90 years that the World 
Series will not be played. The only other year the World 
Series was canceled was in 1904, only one year after the 
World Series began. The reason for the 1904 cancellation 
is that, basically, the two leagues could not get along. 

Sure, fans are disappointed and maybe even angry 
that a bunch of pampered baseball players would rather 
sit in the lap of luxury than bust their keisters for the 
die-hard fans. But life goes on beyond baseball for sports 
fans with the beginning of football season and the up
coming basketball season, or does it? 

Many sports fans who now are distracted by the 
sight of clashing helmets on the 40-yard line may not re
alize the serious repercussions of the baseball season be
ing cut short--mainly, a year of unfinished statistics. 

Baseball is without a doubt unlike other team 
sports. Success for baseball clubs rests solely on the 
shoulders of individual players. For example, football 
players work together as defensive or offensive teams. 
The defense works together to prevent the opposing team 
from scoring, while the offense works together to score 
against the opposing team. 

Baseball players, however, depend upon an individu
al's performance. When you're down by two runs with 
the bases loaded and it's the bottom of the ninth with 
two outs, you want a guy who can slam the ball out of 
the park. You never see a guy run the bases while his 
team members chase after infielders trying to make them 
drop the ball because that is not how baseball is played. 

Because baseball emphasizes individual performance, 
stats on each player are important. With stats, baseball 
cards appear. Everyone has seen at least one baseball card 
in his life. The cards include stats on performance, such 
as batting averages or RBIs and even on the personal 

lives of each player, such his wife's name or the names 
of his children. 

I recently had the pleasure of being dragged by my 
boyfriend to area card shops in search of Upper Deck's 
Series One Central Division cards. Two weeks·ago I 
didn't even know that there were such things as Series 
One and Series Two cards, or that there was a difference 
between hobby boxes or retail boxes of cards. But even 
now with my new-found knowledge, I'm still a novice in 
the area of baseball cards. 

The majority of the time I spent in each card shop, I 
sat staring in boredom at the ceiling, smelling the odor 
of decaying paper. After my boyfriend successfully com
pleted his mission of finding and obtaining his precious 
cards we returned home. 

As he sat on the floor gleefully opening his mylar
wrapped treasures, he occasionally would stumble upon 
an exceptional treasure such as Michael Jordan's rookie 
card. He would proudly hold up the card in its pristine 
state without nicks or turned up edges. Only then, as I 
watched his eyes glisten as he told me the card's worth, 
did I fully understand the diligent, patient, careful search
es. Those little pieces of cardboard with their tidbits of 
information are worth money! I'm not talking $1 or $2; 
I'm talking $55 to $100 per card. 

Now with the season over before its time, what is 
going to happen to baseball cards? 

What about San Diego Padre outfielder Tony 
Gwynn who was threatening to reach .400? No player 
has hit .400 since Ted Williams of the Boston Red Sox 
in 1941 with .406. At the cancellation of the season 
Gwynn was batting .394. 

What is going to happen to the stats of Houston 
Astro Jeff Bagwell who led the majors with 116 RBIs 
and was batting .368 and had 39 homers placing him 
second in the National League? 

How about San Fransico Giants third baseman Matt 
Williams who hit 43 homers to win his first home run 
title? All he needed was 19 homers in his last 47 games 
to break New York Yankee Roger Maris' record of 61 set 
in 1961. 

I'll tell you; the 1994 season will be remembered as 
a season of could-have-beens or, maybe more correctly, 
should-have-beens. 

Who knows how baseball card collectors will fare, 
or what the worth of the cards from an unfinished season 
will be? One thing's for certain, I'll remember the 1994 
baseball season as the year I discovered baseball cards. 

COM classes can help with keeping fit 
By AMY J. TAFT 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland offers a wide range of tour
J1aments and non-credit classes for both athletes and ath
letic hopefuls. 

For those who feel right at home on the racquetball 
court, COM's weeknight racquetball tournaments may be 
just the right activity. The tournaments will be held Oct. 
25 and 26 from 6 to 10 p.m. in the COM gym and the 
Lowry Physical Fitness Center in Texas City. Men's and 
women's categories for levels B, C and novice are eligi
ble for the· tournament. Trophies will be awarded for 
first, second and third place winners and all participants 
will receive a T-shirt. The cost is $13 per person and the 
sign-up deadline is Oct. 19. 

Looking· for a way to relieve the stress of everyday 
life? Through the art of yoga, you can learn the tech
niques of relaxation as well as gain a better sense of self. 
The six-week class begins Oct. 24 and meets Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 3:45 to 5 p.m. The class costs $42 
for residents and $4 7 for non-residents. Bring a mat, tow
el or blanket in order to sit comfortably on the floor. 

Trying to slim down before the holiday season hits? 

Try a free introduction to water exercise Oct. 31 in the 
COM pool from 5:45 to 6:30 p.m. If you wish to con
tinue water exercise, COM offers a seven week non
credit class beginning Oct. 31. The class meets Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 5:45 until 6:30 p.m. Cost is $44 
for residents and $49 for non-residents. Be sure to bring 
your towel. 

Looking for a way to step up your cardiovascular 
endurance? Enroll in COM's aerobics class. The instruc
tor alternates between aerobic dance and step aerobics to 
improve cardiovascular endurance. The next class begins 
Nov. 1, lasts six weeks and meets Tuesdays and Thurs
days from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. The cost is $40 for resi-

. dents and $44 for non-residents. 
If you're looking for a way to tone up before those 

holiday pies hit the thighs, enroll in COM's floor exer
cise class. You will learn a variety of floor and standing 
exercises to tone those stubborn spots in the six-week 
class. The next class begins Nov. 1. Class dates are 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5:15 to 6:15 p.m. Cost is 
$40 for residents and $44 for non-residents. 

For more information about any of the courses or 
activities COM has to offer call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 417. 

Dr. Vanneise Collins, COM Office of Equal Educational 
Opportunity, smiles after just finishing the lOK (6.2 
miles) United Negro College Fund walk-a-thon in two 
hours Sept.17. In addition to Dr. Collins, the following 
COM staff and faculty members walked: Edna 
Courville, David Geller, Tillie Henson, Michael Judge, 
Beverly Mitchell, Dr. Alexander Pratt, Syreeta Stewart, 
Lola Thompson and Martha Woolridge. · 

COM folks participate 
in UNCF walk-a-thon 
By LIZ CADDELL 
Staff Reporter 

Walk a Mile to Save a Mind was the focus of. the 
annual United Negro College Fund walk-a-thon held 
Sept. 17 in downtown Houston. 

College of the Mainland faculty and staff who par
ticipated in the event as walkers included Dr. Vanneise 
Collins, Edna Courville, David Geller, Tillie Henson, 
Michael Judge, Beverly Mitchell, Dr. Alexander Pratt, 
Syreeta Stewart, Lola Thompson and Martha Woolridge. 

Finishing the walk in just a little under two hours 
Dr. Collins said "Although I was ready for the walk, 6.2 
miles was nothing to sneeze at". 

Olympic Gold Medalist Carl Lewis was the hono
rary chairman of the IOK (6.2 miles) event that kicked 
off at Sam Houston Park under bright sunny skies early 
Saturday morning. · 

According to information published by UNCF, 
funds raised through the walk-a-thon will enable UNCF 
to assist 41 historically black colleges and universities 
provide low-cost education to 50,000 men and women. 
Students who attend these private, fully accredited insti
tutions come from all 50 states and 62 foreign countires. 

The goal for this year's walk-a-than was to raise 
$250,000, well exceeding the 1993 goal of $168,000. 
Final results of contributions will be tabulated later in 
October after all pledges have bet:Jl received following 
the Oct. 14 dealine, Dr. Collins said. 

The festive air of the walk-a-thon continued with an 
after-walk party. Refreshments and entertainment were 
subsidized by Bell Telephone, Enron and Ranger Insu
rance among many other supporters of UNCF. 

Television personality Bob Nicholas from Channel 
2 News was the official master of ceremonies. 



Fall '94 InterCOM staff 

The fall '94/nterCOM staff includes front row, from left: Barbara Lewis; Becky Fuller; Amy J. Taft, managing 
editor; and Amy Bergeron. Second row, from left: Liz Caddell; Doris McCollum; Dawn Laursen; and Brad 
Stevenson. Third row, from left: Billy Kimbrough; Richard Moore and his son Michael ; L. Joseph Shosty III; 
Carl Owens, cartoonist; Brady Mahaney, assistant editor. Not pictured Penny Barrera and Bruce Duncan. 

(Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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Vandalism at COM 
Continued from Page 1------------
only for parts. . 

Both Gamble and his father, Robert Gamble, who 
had worked at the COM automotive shop as a transmis
sion instructor for 15 years, believe that the incident had 
to have happened sometime during the weekend of Aug. 
11 to Aug. 15. 

Although the Gambles may have their own ideas 
about who vandalized the car, Huerta said that its merely 
speculation. 

"We have to go on the facts," he said. "We have no 
witnesses and nothing to go on." 

Huerta also believes that it could have happened 
anytime during that weekend. However, he claims that 
there is no way to be sure at what exact time it occurred. 

"It could have happened anytime from 10 p.m. on 
Thursday, Aug. 11, all the way to about 7 p.m. on 
Monday, Aug. 15," the officer said. 

Huerta claims that the shop was unlocked most of 
the day on that Friday because morning classes were in 
session. On Saturday and Sunday the doors were locked 
and the only people who had access to the shop were in
structors and campus police. "Unless, however, someone 
left a door unlocked," Huerta pointed out. 

Again Monday, the doors were unlocked all ciay due 
to classes. 

"The car was discovered on the 15th by a student 
who drove the car from the southside to the northside of 
the stall of the auto lab," Huerta said. "Later the instruc
tor saw it and then Mr. Gamble." 

In order to set things right, President Larry L. Stan
ley reportedly offered to have the racist epithet painted 
over. "But Gamble initially refused," Huerta said. "How
ever, Gamble and Stanley are now negotiating the re
painting of the trunk." 

Anyone with any information should call Huerta at 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 403. · 

COM retreat to focus on con-sensus of concerns 
Continued from Page 1 • 
other student-geared interaction is that during the retreat 
no COM employees will be present. 
At the beginning of the retreat, President Stanley will 
introduce an external facilitator who will oversee the ac
tivity. The president will then set parameters for a junior 
college atmosphere. At the conclusion of the day he will 

Police patrol campus 24 hours 
Continued from Page 1----------
just like anywhere. 

Since 1992 the COM police have handled numer
ous stalking incidents, several car thefts, some petty 
thefts, weapons violations and one rape. There have been 
no deaths or car jackings. 

Swindell also wants to emphasize that anyone on 
campus who has domestic problems involving protective 
orders should notify the campus police. 

The COM Police Department schedules seminars 
ranging from date rape to domestic violence throughout 
the school year and will escort any individual to his or 
her car upon request. 

COM police also serve as the lost and found depart
ment in the Administration Building, Room 125-B. The 
office is open 365 days a year, 24 hours a day, Swindell 
said 

For any emergency on campus, regardless of the 
time of day, call the campus police at (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3911, Ext. 599. 

For non-emergencies call Ext. 403. All local after
hour calls should be directed to (409) 938-1240, no ex
tension necessary. However, long distance after-hour 
calls should be directed to (713) 280-3991, Ext. 599. 

return. 
The college is looking for volunteers to participate 

in the retreat. Volunteers of various ethnic backgrounds, 
ages and gender are needed. The retreat is limited to 50 
students. 

Tile retreat includes a complimentary continental 
breakfast and lunch. Refreshments also will be served 

throughout the day. Students are asked to dress casually 
and must be willing to stay the entire day. 

Interested students should sign up in the president's 
office. Maps to the retreat site will be given _to students 
who sign up. For additional questions or to make an ap
pointment to see President Stanley, call (409) 938-1211 
or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 471 

Student: Smokers should comply with policy 
Continued from Pagel---------
However, in their Dec. 7, 1993, meeting the Board 
amended the policy according to a plan presented 
by the COM Senate which allowed smokers to 
smoke in 12 designated areas. The purpose of thy 
designated areas was to allow smokers to smoke, 
but at the same time keep their smoke away from 
the flow of traffic. -

Dr. Pope explained that the college 'wants to 
"strive for voluntary compliance" and that COM 
police have "resisted the temptation to give people 
tickets." Dr. Pope explained that the COM police 
generally give students who are not complying 
with the policy maps illustrating the designated 
smoking areas. At this time, Dr. Pope said the 
college is hoping for "the lowest level of confron
tation." 

Laursen also expressed concerns about the lack 
of close parlcing spaces for students who arrive lat
er in the morning and the improper maintanence of 
potholes in the lots. She also complained about 
vehicles being improperly parked in the lot. She 
suggested parking stickers which would assign 
parking spaces and also aid in the identification of 
drivers who may leave on their vehicle's lights. 

Dr. Pope stated that the idea of reserved park
ing goes against the college's idea of equality. He 

explained that without reserved parking, COM is 
able to maximize the number of parking spaces 
available to everyone. 

In reference to the potholes in the lots, Dr. 
Pope said that the college is planning to have con
crete lots. Concrete lots will cut down on potholes 
because concrete is more durable than asphalt. In 
the future the college plans to budget $100,000 a 
year for parking lot renovations. For this year the 
college has budgeted $80,000 and is planning to 
renovate the parking lot near the llleater and Park
ing Lot B, as well as the drive which connects the 
two lots. ' 

COM student Don Rittenhouse said that he 
had some difficulty straightening out the mix-up 
with his misplaced timesheet a couple weeks ago. 
Because only one person handles student paychecks 
and is on campus only from 8:30 a.m. until 12:30 
p.m., the employees at the main cashier window 
were not able to help him. Rittenhouse suggested 
that all employees who work at the cashier win
dow learn how to handle such situations in order to 
better assist students in the future. 

The next open meeting with Dean Bass and 
Dean Pope will be held Nov. 10 during College 
Hour in the Administration Building in Room A-
127. 
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COM plans Nov. 12 trip 
,, 

to Renaissance Festival 
By L. JOSEPH SHOSTY III 
Staff Reporter 

It's almost that time of year again, time for the Ren
aissance Festival. The festivities will take place every 
weekend beginning Oct. 1 and continue through Nov. 13 
in Plantersville, a town north of Houston. 

College of the Mainland is again planning a trip to 
the festival on Saturday, Nov. 12, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. The 
tickets which include transportation and admission are 
$18 for adults; $12 for children 5-12; and $6 for children 
5 and under, accompanied by an adult. 

The festival, which is celebrating its 20th anniver
sary, promises to be one of the best ever. 

Events this year include entertainment featuring Old 
World musicians and story-tellers; arts and crafts, such as 
pottery and other handmade fineries; authentic demonstra
tions ranging from glass-blowing to the ancient art of 
falconry; and a full-contact jousting tourney to add a 
primitive feel. The festival also includes a smorgasbord 
of rare delights, such as chocolate dipped cheesecake 
from the King's Kitchen. 

Those wishing to attend the festival need to contact 
Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs coordinator, at 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 418 for details. 

COM Counselor Leroy August helps student Ronald Gordon get registered for classes during late registration, 
Tuesday, Aug. 30. Students who register late face long lines and must pay a $10 late fee. (Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

First step to auto theft prevention-: Is your car locked? 
By AMY BERGERON 
Staff Reporter 

One of the most important investments anyone 
makes in life is his car. 

People spend thousands of dollars each year on ste
reo systems, paint jobs, body work, decals and other 
things for their cars. However, according to one shock
ing statistic, one out of five stolen vehicles has been left 
unlocked with the keys in the ignition. The amount of 
time and effort put into making cars more appealing is 
overwhelming when compared to the time put into the 
actual prevention of those cars being stolen. 

According to Auto Theft Prevention: What You Can 
Do About It!, a pamphlet issued by the Houston Police 
Department, preventing auto theft is not difficult. 

First, according to the pamphlet, car doors should 
always be locked and the keys should be with the owner. 
Leaving car doors unlocked and the keys with the car for 

"safe keeping" only makes the job easier for a thief. It's 
recommended that a spare key should not be hidden in or 
on the car itself. Park as close to an open business as 
possible and never leave a car running while unattended. 

To keep cars parked in parking lots or garages safe, 
park only in lots or garages that have good lighting. 
This will deter thieves because they may be spotted 
while breaking into a vehicle in a lighted area. It is best 
to use attended lots and to leave only the ignition key 
with the attendant. Roll up all the windows completely 
and don't leave valuables in sight to tempt a thief. 

Although it's important to follow these guidetines, 
it's equally important to keep in mind that they are not 
foolproof. Many cars are stolen regardless of how hard 
people try to prevent the theft. However, stolen cars are 
more easily identified if they are marked in some way. 
Etching the vehicle's identification number on the win
dow or glass trimming will later help in identifying a 
stolen car. 

COM Jazz Combo to perform at jazz festival 
- By AMY J. TAFT 

Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Jazz Combo along 
with other area performers will participate in the Ninth 
Annual Galveston Island Jazz Festival Thursday, Oct. 6, 
through Sunday, Oct. 9, each evening from 5 to 10. 

The Market Square Jazz Band leads off the festival 
Oct. 6 performing their Dixieland-style jazz from 5 to 7 
p.m. at the comer of 22nd and Church streets. 

Under the direction of COM music Professor Sparky 
Koerner, the seven-piece ensemble will perform Friday, 
Oct. 7, at· 7 p.m. The free concert will take place in 

Saengerfest Park at the comer of 23rd and Strand streets. 

Advance tickets to the weekend waterfront festival 
site at Pier 21 and Haborside Drive are $8. The price in
cludes admission for both Saturday and Sunday. Tickets 
purcoased at the gate are $5 each day. Advance tickets for 
seniors are $6 and include admission for both Saturday 
and Sunday, or $4 at the gate each day. Children under 
12 are admitted free. 

For more information about the festival or advance 
tickets, call committee members Koerner at (409) 938-
1211 or (713) 28Q~3991, Ext. 347, or Charlotte Stewart 
at (409) 763-7080. 

SAB Halloween dance to be held at Tremont in Galveston 
The College of the Mainland Student Activities 

Board is sponsoring a Costume Party/ Dance at the Tre
mont House in Galveston Oct. 28 at 8:30 p.m. 

The dance will be held in the Topgallant Ballroom 
overlooking the Wentletrap Restaurant. Entry to the 
ballroom is through the restaurant, which is located on 
the comer of 23rd and Strand streets. 

Admission is free for employees and students with 
COM IDs. Tickets for all others are $2 in advance and 

be bought m the gym. Tickets will be $4 at the dance. 
A DJ will provide entertainment, and a contest with 

prizes for best costumes will be part of the evening's ac
tivities. 

Free hors d'oeuvres will be served free; however all 
drinks including soft drinks must be purchased. For alco
holic beverages you must show proof of age. 

For more information call SAB sponsor Maryann 
Urick at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 418. 

Dropping a business card in the door frame also is a 
good idea because it is undetectable and can be used to 
link the car to the owner. It is not a good habit to keep 
the original certificate of the title in the car. If the car is 
stolen, this title can be altered easily. If possible, retain 
copies of all vehicle paperwork at home in a safe place. 

If a car is stolen, the police should be called imme
diately. Write down the vehicle's license plate number 
and identification number and keep them in a wallet. If 
the criminal is apprehended, be willing to press charges 
and testify in court. Though it takes a little time and ef
fort, it may save someone else from becoming a victim. 

For additional information on auto theft prevention, 
contact the Houston Police Department's Community 
Services Division at (713) 247-8941. 
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Ann Richards visits COM campus 

Former Oilers coach Bum Phillips endorses incumbent Ann Richards for governor 
of Texas at the COM Unity Rally held Nov. 3 at 5:30 p.m. in the Student Center. 

(Photo by Jim Higgins)-

By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

Gov. Ann Richards 
made a stop at the Col
lege of the Mainland 
Thursday, Nov. 3, dur
ing her tour of Texas in 
the final days before the 
election. 

Along with the 
governor were several 
Democratic candidates 
running in local races, 
local mayors and former 
Oiler's coach Bwn Phil
lips. 

The governor's vis
it drew a large crowd 
which consisted of 
community members, 
area media, COM stu
dents, faculty and staff 
who anxiously awaited 
Richards' arrival while 
enjoying refreshments. 

Phillips, who had 

· See Bum Page 11 

COM takes 3 firsts 
in GCIC tourneys 
By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland placed first in volleyball, 
softball and 8-ball in the Gulf Intercollegiate Conference 
Sports Day Oct. 27 hosted by Alvin Community Col
lege. 

The racquetball, table tennis, volleyball and tennis 
tournaments were played at Alvin. However, the 3-on-3 
basketball tournament was played at the Family Life 
Center of the First Baptist Church of Alvin, and the 
softball tournament took place at Friendswood Sports 
Park. 

GCIC Sports Day offers area colleges the opportuni
ty to compete in various events including 3-on-3 basket
ball, raquetball, 8-ball, table tennis, softball, tennis and 
volleyball. The focus of the event is to promote intercol
legiate competition and relationships. 

"There was good sportsmanship between schools," 
explained COM volleyball player Chris Hoot, "We 
laughed and had fun throughout every game. It was a fun 
day; everybody had a blast." -

COM softball player Sergio Renovato-V asquez said, 
"I was proud of our team because not only did the team 
play well and stick together, it came through during a 
bad situation in the semi-finals." 

See GCIC Page 6 

Moliere's The School For Wives a hilarious tale 
By BARBARA LEWIS 
Starr Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre is 
proud to bring life to Moliere's 17th century classic 

Arnolpbe (Jim Glenn) looks over the shoulder of Horace 
(Alex Ozburn) as the young lover reads a letter from bis 
beloved Agnes. Moliere's classic comedy, The School 
For Wives, performed in the COM Arena Theatre, runs 
through Nov. 20. (Photo by Reggie Schwander) 

comedy, The School For Wives, which runs through 
Nov. 20. 

This high-spirited play is occasionally risque, but 
morality always prevails, thus making the play appropri
ate for the entire family. 

The story portrays Amolphe (Jim Glenn) as a 52-
year-old bachelor, who fearful of a wife's betrayal, has 
educated his ward Agnes (Frances Nunley Berndt) from 
the age of 4 to be his dutiful and devoted wife. For this 
purpose Amolphe has kept the beautiful, fair-haired 
Agnes sheltered in a convent for 13 years. Now that she 
has returned home, Agnes is under the watchful eyes of 
Amolpe's two servants, Georgette (Andree Langlois)'and 
AI.tjn (M. Troy Stanton). 

Agnes, with the innocence of a child, is quite una
ware of Amolphe's plan to marry her, and when Horace 
(Alex Ozburn), a young man whom Arnolphe has 

known from infancy approaches her during Amolphe's 
absence, Agnes easily loses her heart to Horace. Horace, 
son of Amolphe's old friend Oronte (Walter Maylett). 
has not seen Amolphe since he was a child and is una
ware of the relationship between Agnes and Amolphe. 

The plot thickens as Horace solicits the aid of Ar
nolphe in pursuing the fair Agnes, unaware that they are 
competitors for her affection. The audience is engulfed 

, with laugh~r as Amolphe entices Agnes to reveal her in
volvement with Horace while Amolphe was away for 10 
days. 

The story climaxes with an unusual set of events as 
Amolphe is outmaneuvered and young love prevails. 
According to the theater's publication Front Row, direc
tor Reggie Schwander was concerned that the rhyming 
lines in the play would be tedious to the audience. How-

, See Young Page 11 

Huinan rights activist speaks at COM 
By DAWN LAURSEN 
Assistant Editor 

Human Rights Activist Frances (Sissy) Tarleton Fa
renthold, said in a speech on violence at College of the 
Mainland Oct. 19 that as a liberal she looks at the "flaws 
in American society rather than only the behavior of the 
violent person as the conservatives do." Farenthold add
ed, "Self-criticism brings a person's defenses up, and this 
in turn creates the violence our society sees every day." 

Farenthold, a former politician, began her speeth in 
the Learning Resource Center Auditorium, L-131, by 

quoting from Comel 
West's book Race Mat
ters: "Our post-modem 
culture is more and more 
a market value culture. 
This culture engulfs us 
all, yet its impact on the 
disadvantaged is devastat
ing, resulting in extreme 
violence in everyday life. 

See Violence Page 11 Sissy Farentbold 
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News/Editorial 
COM students elect 
Student Government 
By AMY BERGERON 
Staff Reporter 

For the first time in 12 years, students were able to 
choose Student Government officers in a recent student 
election at College of the Mainland. 

The election was held on Oct. 4 in the Student Cen
ter. According to James Shippy, Student Government ad
viser and director of Student Support Services, 82 stu
dents participated in the election. Students voted for 
student president, vice presideqt, secretary, treasurer and 
COM Senate representatives. Other items on the ballot 
were Texas state governor, abortion and COM's designat
ed-area smoking policy. 

David Pyawasay is COM's new Student Govern
ment president and Joe Hux is the new vice-president. 
Other officers elected include: Kathy Pollard, secretary; 
Joey Grimmitt, treasurer; Don Rittenhouse, Allen Col
lins and Jessamyn Denney, COM Senate representatives. 

Students also had a chance to cast their vote for Tex
as governor. Ann Richards received 55 votes while only 
21 students voted for George W. Bush, son of the former 
president 

For the abortion item on the ballot, 39 students 
were for abortion and 40 were against it 

In the arena of CO M's designated-area smoking poli
cy, 61 voters approved of the new rule while 19 were op
posed to the restriction. 

The newly elected Student Government held its first 
meeting Oct. 6 in the Student Center where the electees 
announced the new officers and appointed students for 
unfilled positions. Billy Steen, who ran for COM Senate 
representative, was elected parlimentarian and Clarence 
Richardson took on the position of night representative, 
representing students who go to classes at night. 

Another form of representation in the Student Gov
ernment concerns the various clubs and organizations on 
campus. Each club and organization chooses a member 
to represent the members at the meetings. This allows 
for larger representation of all students on campus and 
for more interaction between the individual organiza
tions. So far 23 clubs across campus have nominated 
representitives or sponsors for their organization. Some 
of these clubs include the Environ01ental Club, the 
COM Amigos, the Instrumental Musicians Guild and 
Out of the Grey Christian organization. 

The new Student Government holds meetings, 
Thursdays, bi-monthly in the Student Center, Room 
SC-212. For more information, contact Shippy at (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 297. 
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COM students elected Student Government officers Oct. 4. Seated at table is Allen Collins with Joey Grimmitt to 
his left. Standing are Billy Steen, Kathy Pollard, David Pyawasay, Clarence Richardson, Don Rittenhouse, Joe Hux, 
Jessamyn Denney, and James Shippy, Student Government advisor and director of Student Services. 

(Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Smokers alerted to smoking areas 

Thank you College of the Mainland for the large 
"No Smoking in this Area" signs. They are by far a 
greater deterrent to smokers than the little blue signs that 
couldn't be read from a distance. 

Have you noticed the new signs that recently re
placed the old ones? 

Many times I had pondered what those little blue 
signs, the old ones, actually meant. They read, "No 
smoking except in designated areas." Did that mean that 
the area was a designated area, or not? The new signs 
leave no doubt in smoker's minds: No Smoking in this 
Area. 

At the Open Meeting with Dean Bass and Dean 
Pope, held Sept 29, Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of Col
lege and Financial Services, challenged me to confront 
smokers who were not smoking in designated areas 
only. 

I do not like to tum down a challenge, so I asked 
him to have maps of the 12 designated smoking areas 
xeroxed for my mission. I needed to be prepared, and 
knowledgeable enough to direct smoker's to the designat
ed areas. 

I didn't know when I started this quest, whether I 
would be wasting my time confronting students, or 
looking for more trouble than I needed. 

The first day of my assignment, students took my 
confrontation with a kind of nonchalant attitude. By the 
second day they were more combative. 

Also by that time my knees were shaking! Call it 
nerves, or the flow of adrenaline -- whatever you will, 
my knees were wobbly! 

Day 2 of my mission found me in front of the Stu
dent Center. I approached a few students sitting around a 
table, mistakenly thinking that I saw cigarette smoke 
rising. However, it was steam from a cup of coffee! By 
the time I realized my mistake, polite hello's had already 
been exchanged. 

, • -I decided to feel the group out about the smoking 

policy. This took courage because they were complete 
strangers to me. 

As I asked my question, the mood changed from cor
dial to aloof. One woman, a smoker, told me adamently 
that she was not happy to see me passing out maps. She 
forcefully told me that she had taken the Nelson Denny 
Test, a reading test administered in reading classes, and 
knew how to read. 

"If you see me smoking around here you better not 
try to hand me a map! The Lord is your shepherd!" She 
refused to give her name even though she insisted on 
knowing mine. 

A nonsmoker in this group asked if I was getting 
paid to pass out the maps. When she found out I wasn't, 
she asked, "Why are you doing it then?" 

I told her I was concerned about the fresh air being 
used up and that smokers and nonsmokers had rights. 
This woman who wasn't interested in giving her name 
either, felt I had no business carrying out school policy 
unless I was being paid. 

COM has 12 designated smoking areas. One of 
these is on the second level of the Learning Resource 
Center, where ash trays, benches and a drinking fountain 
have been provided. However, the preferred spots are 
both entrances on the third level. 

Other smoking areas on campus include both the 
front and back sides of the library where the picnic tables 
are located; the back sides of bo~ the welding labs, and 
the auto tech lab; and the southwest side of the Techni
caIN ocational Building. 

Please remember not to smoke around the children's 
play area. This is not a smoking area. 

Two other designated areas are at the backside of the . 
Physical .Education Building, both parking sides of the 
Fine Arts Building; and finally, at the front entrance of 
the Math/Science Building. 

I would like to see the Math/Science smoking area 
moved because it is at the front entrance and students 
have to walk through a cloud of smoke to get inside. 
When the Board allowed these areas, it did so with the 
intention of not letting the entrances be available to 
smokers; therefore, this smoking area should be elimi
nated. 

Keeping the 12 designated smoking areas available 
· is contingent on abiding by the rules and keeping these 
areas clean and neat Otherwise COM could become a 
"No smoking" campus after all. , · 



Student leader 
advocates change 
By AMY BERGERON 
Staff Reporter 

"A large number of voices outstand one voice." 
This is one of David Pyawasay's reasons for becoming 
actively involved with the Student Government here at 
College of the Mainland. 

COM swdents elected Pyawasay as the new student 
government president on Oct. 4 in the Student Center. 
Since then he has held several meetings and has helped 
to mold and shape the organization. 

This is the first time in 12 years that COM will 
have a student government 

"It's been an uphill battle, going against something 
with an inexistence for 12 years," Pyawasay said. 

Pyawasay is a 20-year-old graduate of Clear Lake 
High School. He has attended COM for four semesters 
and plans to transfer to the University of Houston, cen
tral campus, in fall 1995. 

Pyawasay also is involved in many other things be
sides the Student Go.vemment He is the president of the . 
Student Activities Board and has worked with several 
volunteer organizations. 

During this past summer, Pyawasay was involved 
in the Northstar Mission in Houston. The Northstar 
Mission is set up by an area Baptist church, which has 
projects to help homeless and underprivileged families. 
Pyawasay volunteered and helped out when the churc~ 
had a dinner for some underprivileged children and therr 
parents. 

Last year he was highly involved in the Texas Jun
ior College Student Government Association of which 
COM is a member in Region 5. Pyawasay attended last 
spring's conference in Dallas and participated in the eth
ics committee. The ethics committee went through the 
Texas Junior College Constitution, discussed problems 
with the constitution and came up with an ethical code 
of conduct for all members. The ethics committee also 
acted as the judicial branch. 

Pyawasay plans to attend this year's conference ten
tatively planned for the end of March or beginning of 
April. 

After last spring's conference, Pyawasay began 
working on a student government constitution for 
COM. 

"I started coordinating with several different people, 
including James Shippy, Student Government adviser, 
on pulling together a constitution." Working on the con
stitution gave Pyawasay the idea that he should run for 
the presidency. "Because I was one of the original writ
ers, I felt that I should run." 

Pyawasay feels that the Swdent Government can af
fect the school in many ways. "We can help by being a 
direct line of communication between the swdents, facul
ty and staff." He also feels that the Student Government 
is going to be a gateway so that the college can better 
serve swdents. "For example," he said, "if facilities need 
to be up-dated or the college needs better equipment, sw
dents can address the student government and we will be 
the driving force to get it done." 

Pyawasay has many things planned. He wants to 
put more school spirit into the college. "We are starting 
a whole new mascot, we are going to be the COM 
Ducks." 

The president also wants to give back to the com
munity. One act is the Foster Children's Christmas Par
ty Program scheduled for Dec. 15 at COM. "This is 
where foster children and the parents can come and eat, 
receive gifts and meet with Santa Claus." 

Pyawasay also is planning a canned food drive and a 
clothing drive for Student Government. 

He wants everyone to know that the Student Gov
ernment is open to all students. "The meetings are open 
to every student and every problem," he said. "I just 
want everyone to know that we're here." 

The Student Government meets in the Student Cen
ter, on Thursdays bi-monthly in Room SC-212. 
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Unscheduled Ineeting creates conflict 

When I frrst heard that College of the Mainland was 
participating in the National Red Ribbon Celebration 
(Oct 23-31) with Drug and Alcohol Awareness Day Oct. 
27, I was very excited. I volunteered to cover the day for 
InterCOM. 

I was handed two papers: The first, a cover letter for 
the event, and.the second, a schedule of events. The letter 
bore three signatures: Chuck Buddenhagen (Office of 
Community Services and Continuing Education), Dr. 
Vanneise Collins (Office of Equal Educational Opportu
nity/Multiculb.lral Affairs) and Maryann Urick (Student 
Activities sponsor, Recreational Programs coordinator). 

One of the sentences in the letter that caught my at
tention read: "It is our opportunity to celebrate a choice 
to live a healthy drug-free life, provide education about 
alcohol and drugs, and deliver a message of hope for 
youth and adults alike who must face the realities of al
cohol and drug abuse every day." The letter invited all to 
attend and named the sponsoring groups: Community 
Forum, Community Services and Continuing Education, 
Student Activities Board, Office of Equal Educational 
Opportunity/Multicultural Affairs, Social Services, Hu-
man Resources and Well-Being. -

The second page was a schedule of events on a 
shocking pink piece of paper that would have caught 
anyone's eye. It listed Kathie Rickman, who is a regis
tered nurse and a licensed chemical dependency counselor 
among other titles, as the guest lecturer for the two ses
sions: Alcohol Assessment on Campus, 12:30 -1:30 
p.m.; and Does My Friend or Family Member Have a 

Problem with Alcohol?, 1:30 - 2:30 p.m. The frrst lec
ture was aimed at faculty but invited the college commu
nity to attend. 

We all know that because of class commitments it 
is not possible to attend every lecture, but when I walked 
into the Technical/Vocational Building auditorium and 
realired that only six people were there for the frrst lec
b.lre, my blood began to boil. I partially understood why 
students did not attend, but not why the faculty did not 
come. I had expected to see the room filled with a lot of 
caring individuals just waiting to find out how they 
might help someone in need. 

Dr. Collins said she had been impressed with Rick
man and knew Rickman would be able to educate the au
dience about drug and alcohol dependency. 

I tried to put myself in Rickman's shoes and felt 
embarrassed by the lack of participation. I would have 
been discouraged, but not Rickman, who poured her 
heart and soul into the lecwre. 

I later learned the reason why the faculty had not at
tended Rickman's lecture. An impromptu meeting for 
student advisers had been called during College Hour that 
very day and the faculty had been strongly urged to at
tend. For the life of me, however, I cannot see how 
such a meeting could be more important than helping to 
turn a person's life around, or perhaps even saving it. Of
ten college activities conflict with one another, but they 
are scheduled ahead of time so people can make a choice 
as to what to attend. This was not the case this time, and 
it was unexcusable. 

Rickman had a powerful message. She had been in
vited a month ago and should have been given the cour
tesy of not having a meeting conflict with her lecture. 

Those who are in a position at COM to call cam
puswide meetings for faculty and staff should consider 
prior commitments the college has made to guest speak
ers. They should make every effort not to create a con
flict that would, at the least be discourteous, and at the 
most a flagrant, outright disregard for the time and effort 
and expense a guest speaker has incurred to keep a com
mitment with the college. 

Though COM was discourteous, Rickman remained 
gracious and gave her full lecwre. She chose not to give 
the second lecwre, for obvious reasons, but did offer to 
return to the college at a more convenient time. 
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COM employee Bridget Ferrell and her daughter Katherine, 51/2, take a magic carpet ride over a Hawaiian 
tropical paradise. They are flying to the theme song of' Aladdin, "It's a Whole New World," as a Fun Flicks 
technician operates the controls. Fun Flicks Day on campus was held in conjunction with Drug and Alcohol 
Awareness Day Oct 27. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Fun Flicks videos draw crowd 
By LIZ CADDELL 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland kicked off Drug and 
Alcohol Awareness Day Oct. 27 with lights, cam
era, action and education as the Student Activities 
Board in conjunction with Continuing Education 
and the Office of Equal Educational Opportunities/ 
Multicultural Affairs sponsored Fun Flicks Day on 
campus. 

Kramer Entertainment Agency was on hand in 
the Student Center from 10:30 a.m. until 4:30 
p.m. to assist students, staff and former staff mem
bers, who had met the Oct. 3 pre-registration dead-
line, in making totally interactive videos. · 

The videos did not focus on drug and alcohol 
abuse, but rather provided an avenue for drawing 
people to the drug and alcohol awareness exhibits, 
said Dr. Vanneise Collins, assistant to the presi
dent, Office of Equal Educational Opportunities/ 
Multicultural Affairs. Individuals put on skits to 
music they selected from Kramer's files. 

Charles Buddenhagen, new director of Contin
uing Education, said four Oscars will be awarded to 

winners in several categories at a later date. 
Educating the students, faculty and staff on the 

effects of drug and alcohol abuse was the primary 
focus of this event. 

Posters and pamphlets designed to answer 
questions concerning the use and abuse of drugs 
and alcohol filled rows of tables provided by vari
ous agencies such as Narcotics Anonymous and 
the Alcohol and Drug Abuse Women's Center Inc. 
of Texas City. 

Representatives from the Texas City Aid and 
Guidance office also were present and provided in
formation on driving while intoxicated and how 
that affects the community. 

St. Mary's Hospital in Galveston and Baxter 
Assistance Services Inc. in Pasadena displayed lit
erature on tackling substance abuse with a focus 
on how and where to get help through recovery in 
the community. 

Together these agencies joined forces with the 
SAB, Continuing Education and the Office of 
Equal Educational Opportunities/Multicultural Af
fairs to present the realities of drug and alcohol 
abuse. 

COM police getting tough on parking violations 
By RICHARD MOORE 
Starr Reporter 

Parking violations at College of the Mainland are 
going to be treated inore harshly than in the past, said 
Jeanette Swindell, COM police officer and team leader. 
Students need to know what the parking violations are. 

The pamphlet, Students "Right to Know" Informa
tion published by COM, lists the parking violations as 
follows: parking in "No parking" areas; driving against 
normal traffic flow; parking against the flow of traffic; 
failing to park within marked spaces/lines; and driving or 
parking on the campus without approval from the COM 
police office. Texas traffic and parking regulations also 
are enforced by the COM police officers. 

Fines for minor violations are $4; for handicapped 
parking violations, the fines are $10. The fines are small 

. 
because most of the tickets are campus tickets. They 
must be paid at the fee payment window in the Adminis
tration Building. If the fine is not paid within 10 days, it 
is doubled, Swindell said. 

"More dangerous violations, such as speeding and 
failing to stop at a stop sign will receive a municipal 
court citation, which will be handled through the local 
justice of the peace,'· Swindell said. 

"Some people are not aware that this is a public in
stitution and the parking areas are public roadways which 
are governed by the same laws as any other road under 
Texas law," Swindell said. "All campus police officers 
are certified police officers and will enforce all laws in
cluding traffic." 

The COM Police Office, in the Administration 
Building, may reached at (409) 938-121 I or (713) 280-
3991, ExL 403. For an emergency call Ext. 599. 

Ethnic food shared 
at SAB luncheon 
By LIZ CADDELL 
Starr Reporter 

The Multicultural Luncheon/Fest sponsored by the 
College of the Mainland Student Activities Board Oct 
11 was a smorgasbord of diversity. Ethnic dishes, pre
pared rich with cultural history, blended together to con
tribute to an ambience of, unity in the Student Center 
Sun Room. 

A dish called Fall Feast was provided by SAB Presi
dent David Pyawasay. This eye-pleasing dish, rich with 
fall colors, represented his heritage of Mennomenee Indi
an. He prepared this dish with harvest foods, handpicked 
fresh vegetables such as squash and cucumber, as well as 
mouth-watering berries now in season. 

Pyawasay stated that COM is composed of a unique 
group of people who may be unaware of the rich culture 
represented by all of them. 

Abundant laughter spread throughout the room as 
COM faculty, staff and students enjoyed Hispanic, Na
tive American and African-American dishes, as well as 
chicken from Popeyes which represented today's fast
paced life. COM student Monique Bell brought red beans 
and rice, and student Sharonda Alexander brought Jam
balya, a Cajun dish. Sociology professor, Dr. Marty 
Caylor, prepared a Polynesian chicken dish and-other 
people also brought dishes for tasting. 

Pyawasay invited children from the Child Care La
boratory to finger paint pictures representing what they 
thought culture means. Their creations were used to dec
orate the room. These brightly colored paintings were a 
blend of many cultures, which was the focus of the lun
cheon, Pyawasay said. 

Also used to decorate for the luncheon were posters 
of places such as Italy, Holland and Kenya. These were 
on a wall facing the buffet 

Approximately 40 faculty, staff and ·students joined 
together to make this event a success. 

The COM Student Activities Board sponsored a 
multicultural fest luncheon Oct. 11 in the Student 
Center Sun Room. Participants were encouraged to 
bring a dish representing their culture. As a result, a 
variety of ethnic dishes were available for sampling. 
Newly elected SAB President David Pyawasay shared 
his Fall Feast dish pictured in foreground. 

(Photo by Gina Castro) 
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Darde scholarship winner accomplished actress 
By BILLY KIMBROUGH 
Starr Reporter 

A five-year-old girl's dream of becoming an actress 
has paid off in big dividends for Andree Langlois, the 
first recipient of the prestigious Ruth· M. "Pat" Darde 

Darde theater scholarship winner Andree Langlois is 
currently appearing in COM's theater production, 
School For Wives, as the maid Georgette. The comedy 
runs through Nov. 20 in the Arena Theatre, Thursdays 
through Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 
For tickets or information call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext 34S. (Photo by Reggie Schwander) 

Theater Scholarship at College of the Mainland. 
"I have had a dream of a career in the theater since I 

started tap dancing at the age of five," Langlois said 
Langlois has been a COM student since the 1993 

spring semester and has been actively involved in COM 
theater productions since enrolling. 

She played the title role of Peter Pan, in COM's 
summer musical Peter Pan performed at the University 
of Houston-Clear Lake and at present is playing the role 
of Georgene, the maid in Moliere's classic comedy, The 
School for Wives, which runs through Nov. 20. She 
also was the sound and video operator in David's Mother, 
a comedy/drama by Bob Randall, which closed Oct 2. 

Langlois said her lead role as Peter Pan was the 
most memorable of any of her roles and that the high
light of the production was the closing show. "I was 
able to include the audience as a part of my performance 
by scattering Pixie Dust on them." 

The Pat Darde Theater Scholarship, awarded to Lan
glois beginning with the 1993 spring semester, requires 
that the recipient be a full-time student with a declared 
major in theater. To continue with the scholarship the 
recipient must maintain a 3.0 grade point average. The 
scholarship is for $500 per semester and is renewed each 
semester for a maximum of four semesters with a total 
award of $2,000. 

"The Pat Darde Theater Scholarship is the largest 
scholarship offered by the College of the Mainland 
Foundation and Andree is the first recipient," said Law
rence E. Markey, director of COM Resource Develop
ment. 

After attending school in various places in Oklaho
ma, Nebraska and Texas, Langlois enrolled in Ursuline 
Academy in Galveston in September 1986, and in 1989 
entered O'Connell High School in Galveston as a fresh
man. In high school she further developed her dream of 
becoming an actress and graduated with honors, third in 
her class, in 1993. 

While Langlois was a junior at O'Connell, her 
mother, sister and she started a performing arts studio in 

Galveston, appropriately named Broadway Bound. Their 
students range in age from 3 to adulthood. 

"My mother is the production manager, my sister is 
the musical director and I teach tap dancing and jazz," 
Langlois said. "I spend most of my time at the studio." 

Langlois has a long list of theater, musical theater, 
television and film accomplishments to her credit. Her 
other roles at COM include Summer and Smoke, Nun
sense, Babes in Arms, 42nd Street and Bye Bye Birdie. 

Langlois also has displayed her talents in every ma
jor theater in this area. Some of these performances in
clude Oliver and Drood-at Strand Street Theater, You're a 
Good Man Charlie Brown and Godspell at Upper Deck 
Theater, The Sound of Music and The Music Man at 
Galveston Island Outdoor Musicals, and Char/one's Web 

· and Romeo and Juliet at UHCL. 
Langlois chose COM over other colleges in the area. 

so she could be close to her family's studio in Galveston 
and continue to teach. 

The start of a typical work day for Langlois begins 
at 6:30 a.m. with the first part devoted to classes and 
study at COM. After completing her role as a student, 
she heads for Galveston where her role changes to that of 
a teacher at her studio. Then at approximately 5:30 p.m. 
on Thursdays and Fridays she heads back to COM to per
form in The School for Wives: 

After COM, Langlois' dream of a theater career will 
grow at the University of Houston, central campus, 
where she will major in directing under the tutelage of 
Sydney Burger. · 

But before leaving COM, she .must take her most 
hated required course -- algebra 

Applications for the Pat Daide Theater Scholarship 
are available now and must be completed and returned to 
Room A-109 in the Administration Building by March 
1995. 

For more information concerning the Pat Darde 
Scholarship or any of the other scholarships available on 
the campus, contact the Foundation Scholarship Office 
at (409) 936-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 557. 

Humanities Team to offer new American lit classes 
By BRAD STEVENSON 
Starr Reporter 

Registering students will find two promising new 
. classes in the list of offered courses during early registra
tion Nov. 28 and 29. 

A full two-semester American literature course will 
be offered for the first time at College of the Mainland 
by the Humanities Team. The course, to be offered this 
spring, will be broken down into two parts~ literature 
from the beginnings to 1865 and literature from 1865 to 
the present The first class, ENGL 2326, will be taught 
by Dr. Mark Sanders and the second class, ENGL 2327, 
will be taught by Kathye Bergin. 

Bergin said in the past the Humanities Team "had a 
curriculum that emphasized British literature more." 
Now, however, students will get an opportunity to take 
a class that offers a comprehensive look at American 
writers and their experiences. 

"We needed to provide for American literature what 
we had already provided for British literature, which is a 
two-semester survey," Bergin said. "After all, we are an 
American college." 

Each course uses an anthology, as well as a supple
mental novel, Bergin explained. The teachers haven't de
cided which novel to use yet, but both courses will use 
The Harper American Literature Anthology. ENGL 2326 
will use Vol. 1 of the anthology, while ENGL 2327 
will use Vol. 2. Dr. Sanders said the books are not yet 
in the bookstore but will be ordered soon. 

ENGL 2326, which will be offered Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 11 to 12:20 p.m., will incorporate the 
literature from early America up to 1865. Studies of 
writers' philosophical rebellions will be important in 
this class, Dr. Sanders said . 

• .. . ..... , J . . ·, .. 

"The white settlers wanted to create a God-centered 
government, so most of the literature of that time had a 
religious aspect," he said. "Certain evolutions took place 
along the way; some other movements (transcendental
ism and romanticism) were created to rebel against it." 

The course also will explore political literature prior 
to the Revolutionary War, journals of Spanish conquis
tadors and explorers, Native American myths, religious , 
foundations of the Puritan colony and writings related to 
American democracy, Dr. Sanders said. Some of the au
thors included in Vol. 1 are Edward Taylor, Jonathan Ed
wards, Cotton Mather, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Walt Whit
man, Thomas Paine and Columbus. 

ENGL 2327, which will be offered Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings from 5:45 to 7:05, will focus on lit
erature from 1865 to the present. Bergin said students 
will study "the relationship between history and the liter
ature it produced." 

"We'll be trying to see if there's such a thing as an 
American voice, or how many voices there are," she 
said. "The literature will be placed in a historical con
text." 

Students also will study contemporary short stori~ 
and writings related to the Civil War, slavery, Word War 
II and Vietnam. Some of the authors included in Vol. 2 
are earlier writers, such as Emily Dickinson, Mark 
Twain and Edith Wharton; and modem writers such ac; 

William Faulkner, Robert Frost, Ezra Pound and Richard 
Wright 

The only prerequisites for the classes are ENGL 
1301 and ENGL 1302, which are freshman courses. Ber
gin explained students must complete both semesters of 
freshman English before they can take the sophomore 
American literature classes. ENGL 2326 and 2327, how
ever, do not have to be taken consecutively. 

~· ... 

This is the first time a full two-semester course of 
this kind has been offered at COM. 

"We had offered one semester of American literature, 
but we couldn't cover everything," Bergin said. The class 
"ended up being specialized," taking a narrow view of the 
literature, focusing only on black, Indian and other eth
nic-based writings. 

"This is kind of a hole in our offerings that is being 
filled," Bergin said. "It brings us more in line with other 
community colleges in Texas that have been offering , 
this two-semester American literature survey for some 
time." 

Both courses are transferable, with only one excep
tion. English majors planning to attend the University 
of Houston, central campus, must take British literature, 
Bergin said 

"Anyone who is interested in finding out about the 
course can come by and talk to me or Dr. Sanders," Ber
gin said. 

Members of the Humanities Team, including Dr. 
Sanders and Bergin, can be found in Suite B of the 
Learning Resource Center. Both Dr. Sanders and Bergin 
can be contacted at ( 409) 938-1624 or (713) 280-3991 at 
Exts. 356 and 223 respectively. 

Open meeting with COM deans 
College of the Mainland is interested in improving 

students' learning environment. Students are invited to 
attend an open meeting with Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of 
Instruction and Student Development, and Dr. Henry D. 
Pope, dean of Financial Services, to discuss any campus 
issues or concerns they may have. 

The next meeting will be Nov. 10 in the Adminis
tration Building, Room A-127, at 12:30 p.m. 

,, .... I ,, 
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COM's volleyball team spiked its way to first place in the GCIC Sports Day volleyball tournament held Oct. 27 at 
Alvin Community College. Pictured front row from left: Thang Nguyen, Michelle Barringer, Roxie Sittig and Ewa 
Gorses. Back row: Drew Koerner, Chris Hoot and Bruce Alexander. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM's softball team battled area colleges to take first place in the GCIC Sports Day tournament held Oct. 27 at the 
Friendswood Sports Park. Pictured front row from left: Mimi Smothers, John Mayes, Larry Edwards, Vince Garcia 
and Brad Hayes. Second row: Kerry Higgins, Lori Sweatt, Monica Banuelos, Roy Luksch, Sergio Renovato
Vasquez, Becky ManueJ and Nathan Abrashoff. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

CO M's Turkey Trot set Nov. 19 
By LIZ CADDELL Three additonal events are scheduled to run consecp-
Staff Reporter lively beginning at 9 a.m. with a 1-mile walk/run which 

Walk, run or trot to the 18th Annual Pre
Thanksgiving Day Turkey Trot Nov. 19 sponsored by 
the Student Activities Board. Four separate events are 
scheduled to begin at 8:45 a.m. at the College of the 
Mainland gym for several age divisions beginning with 
14 and younger, 15 to 19, 20 to 29, 30 to 39 , 40 to 49, 
50 to 59, and 60 and older. 

A 1/4 mile walk/run event for children 10 and 
younger will award certificates to the overall male and fe
male winner. Supervision will be provided for children 
of participating parents. Entry fee is $9 per person. 

will present trophies to overall first- and second-place 
male and female winners. A first place trophy awarded in 
each age division. • 
. Trophies will also be awarded in the 3-mile and the 
6-mile walk/run events. A $13 per person fee must ac
company the entry form that is available at various loca
tions on campus. Entry forms can be dropped off or 
mailed to College of the Mainland, Recreational Pro
grams, 1200 Amburn Road, Texas City, Texas 77591. 

For additional information contact the Maryann. 
Urick, Recreational Programs coordinator, by calling 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 417. 

GCIC Day promotes 
good sportsmanship 
Continued from Page 1-----------

Area colleges competing this fall were Brazosport 
College, Galveston Community College, Houston 
Community College, Lee College in Baytown and King
wood College. Also competing were North Harris Col
lege, San Jacinto College Central, San Jacinto College 
North, San Jacinto College South and Tomball College. 

COM student Taylor Bell took first-place out of the 
12 participants in the 8-ball event. 

Members of the first-place COM volleyball team in
cluded Bruce Alexander, Michelle Barringer, Ewa Gurses, 
Chris Hoot, Drew Koerner and Thang Nguyen. 

The first-place COM softball team consisted of Na
than Abrashoff, Monica Banuelos, Larry Edwards, Vince 
Garcia, Brad Hayes, Kerry Higgins, Roy Luksch, Becky 
Manuel, John Myers, Sergio-Renovato-Vasquez, Mimi 
Smothers and Lori Sweatt. 

"We should be very proud of our students; they did 
so well," said Maryann Urick, coordinator of COM Rec
reational Programs. 

This fall COM placed first in more events than it 
had the previous year. During the fall '93 Sports Day 
which was held Oct. 21 at COM, the college won first 
place in volleyball, first and ·second place in table tennis, 
second place in 8-ball and in basketball and third place in 
men's tennis. 

Other first-place winners of the fall '94 GCIC 
Sports Day events included: San Jacinto South in 3-on-3 
basketball, men's raquetball and women's tennis; North 
Harris College in table tennis and men's tennis; and San 
Jacinto Central in women's racquetball. 

Scores for the GCIC bowling tomament held Nov. 
9 at North Harris College were not available at press 
time. 

The Spring GCIC Sports Day will be hosted by 
. Kingwood College on March 22. In addition to GCIC 
. Sports Day, the -GCIC bowling tournament will be held 
March 30 at Tomball College and the beach volleyball 
and golf competitions will be held April 18 at Galveston 
College. 

Easy victory for winners 

COM student Dan Carlson, left, and Jack Westin, 
coordinator of the Arena Theatre and theater 
instructor, competed against one another in the 
COM Student and Employee Racquetball 
Tournament Oct. 6. The pair were the only 
contestants in the tournament. Westin took first 
place which placed Carlson second. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 



SAB presents movie 
College of the Mainland will present a free show

ing, sponsored by the Student Activities Board, of the 
movie It Could Happen to Ypu Nov. 18 and 19 at 7 
p.m. in the Learning Resource Center Auditorium, L-
131. 

The PG-rated movie stars' Nicolas Cage as a police 
officer, who finds he has enough cash to pay his restau
rant bill but comes up short for a tip. Cage holds up a 
lottery ticket and vows to the waitress, played by Bridget 
Fonda, that if his ticket wins he will split the earnings 
with her to make up for the tip. 

Rosie Perez plays Cage's greedy wife, who is not at 
all happy to share their new-found wealth, much less 
split the money with a complete stranger. 

The movie is open to the community and all COM 
students, staff and faculty. 

Art gallery features exhibit 
College of the Mainland's Fine Arts Gallery will 

present Lawrence McFarland's Views Of Italy Nov. 9 
through Dec. 6. There will be a gallery discussion with 
the artist followed by a reception in the gallery Nov. 9 at 
1 p.m. Gallery hours are Tuesday and Wednsday 8:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

For other times available by appointment call Mona 
Marshall, art gallery director, at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 354. 

( 
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COM's GCIC Sports Day 8-ball champ 

COM student Taylor Bell ofSante Fe takes first place in the GCIC Sports Day 8-ball tournament held at Alvin 
Community College Oct. 27. The 8-ball tournament is one of many events in which area colleges compete 
against one another. Other GCIC Sports Day events include table tennis, 3-on-3 basketball, softball, volleyball, 
tennis and racquetball. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

16th Century comes to life in Texas countryside 
By BILLY KIMBROUGH 
Staff Reporter 

"Relive the Magic" of the year 1534 of King Henry 
VIII's merry old England and step back into the 16th cen
tury English countryside of the Texas Renaissance Festi
val. 

The last chance to attend is this weekend with the 
College of the Mainland trip set for Saturday, Nov. 12. 
However, the COM vehicles are full, but anyone wish
ing to join may do so with private transportation. The 
COM vehicles leave at 8 am. and return at 7 p.m. 

Discount tickets at $11.95 for adults, $5.95 for chil
dren 5-12 may be purchased at H.E.B. Food Stores or at 
the regular price at the gate. The regular price tickets are 
$12.95 for adults, $11.95 for seniors and $6.95 for chil
dren 5-12. All children under 5 are free. The festival 
grounds are located 50 miles north of Houston, just 

south of Plantersville, on FM 1774. 
Eleven stages and six music gazebos present contin

uous performances by magicians, minstrels, fire-jugglers 
and swashbuckling comedians. Other shows include sto
rytellers, jesters and musicians playing 16th century in
struments. 

Countless other shows are presented along the paths 
of the festival including the immensely popular belly 
dancing. Wandering minstrels, troubadours and 16th cen
tury music ensembles perform ballads, madrigals and hu
morous songs often accompanied on such instruments as 
the lute, harp, ilulcimer, penny whistle, fiddle and bag
pipe. 

The age-old techniques of falconry, glass blowing 
and candle making are some of the educational demon
strations that bring the fascinating 16th century to life. 
Two authentic reproductions of a coin mint and the Jo
hannes Gutenberg 15th century printing press allow the 

A 16th Century charioteer maneuvers his chariot to the starting line orthe races at the Texas Renaissance Festival 
grounds in Plantersville. The festival which runs weekends through_ Nov. 12 offers a wide range or activities and 
events in addition to chariot races. Visitors can enjoy performances by jugglers, watch demonstrations or candle 
making, shop in the marketplace and much, much more. (Photo courtesy or the Texas Renaissance Festival) 

viewer to experience the making of coins and the new 
printing tecniques in existence during the period. 

For the serious shopper in this 16th century extrava
ganza, the replica marketplace consists of more than 250 
shops. It is not the mall, but no taste is left wanting, 

· and if you get tired shopping you can always stop and 
watch the exotic belly dancers and think about other 
days. 

Save the day of your visit, as the one day you will 
not worry about your diet 

More than 50 food and beverage shops cater to every 
taste. These shops offer ethnic food that ranges from 
Scotch eggs to smothered Polish kielbasa, fresh baked 
Italian pizza or French quiche to Wiener schnitzel, Reu
ben sandwiches and the perrenial favorite: turkey legs. 
The health conscious gourmet can enjoy fresh-fruit ka
bob to grilled shrimp. For-dessert you can choose pies, 
cakes, ice cream and frozen lemonade. 

COM choirs schedule 
several performances 

James Heffel, director of the College of the Main
Umd music department, will present the Gentlemen 
Songsters in Taste of the Town in the Mall of the Main
land Food Court Nov. 13 at 6 p.m. 

The Texas City/La Marque Chamber of Commerce 
is sponsoring the program for which area restaurants will 
supply food samples. 

Tickets for the program are $15. For more informa
tion, call the chamber'at (409) 935-1408, or come by 
their location at 8419 Emmett F. Lowry Expressway. 

The COM Singers, Gentlemen Songsters, and the 
Studio Singers -- COM's show choir -- will perform 
Thursday, Dec. 1, at 7:30 p.m. in the Fine Arts Build
ing, Room F-117. 

The choirs will sing "everything under the sun," 
Heffel said, "everything froin music of the Renaissance 
to the popular charts of today." 

Moody Gardens in Galveston will present a Christ
mas Spectacular Dec. 10, from noon to 5 p.m. The 
COM Singers will perform 1 to 1:45 p.m. 

Choirs from the University of Houston, central 
campus, and Rice University in Houston, as well as 
choirs from local high schools, elementary schools and 
area churches also will perform. 
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Campus Life 

COM police bike patrol enhances campus security 
By RICHARD MOORE 
Staff Reporter 

Perhaps you've noticed police officers riding bikes 
around the College of the Mainland campus, and maybe 
you've wondered how long they've been doing it and 
why. 

The COM police bike patrol got its start in April 
1992 as the result of an idea COM Police Officer Jose E. 
Villareal had. He believed police officers on bicycles 
could more effectively combat crime on campus than po
lice officers in patrol cars because bicycles have accessi
bility to smaller areas than cars. 

The bike patrol, which initially had two officers, 
Villareal and Mickey House, has grown to four. COM 
police officers Arbry Clifton and Robyn Hensley now 
round out the group. 

Taking the initiative to bring his idea of a bike pa
trol to life, Villareal sought donations of bicycles from 
local merchants. The first two bikes were donated by 
Wal-Mart and Kmart in Texas City. However, they were 
American-made street bikes, not strong enough to stand 
up to the needs of the patrol and have been replaced. 

Villareal's idea has paid off because since its incep
tion, the bike patrol has had a positive impact on cam
pus crime. "Between February and April 1993, three cars 
were stolen from the college parking lot," Villareal said. 
After May 1993, there were no auto thefts while the pa
trol was operating. 

Not only is the bike patrol a crime deterrent, but it 
also is great public relations. "We spend some of our
time talking to students about the bike patrol," House 
said. "It allows us to get closer and more personal with 
the public to let them know that we are here for them, to 
protect them and to help them when they are in need." 

The bike patrol also carries first aid kits and the offi
cers are trained emergency care attendants. 

During 1992 and 1993 the patrol operated only dur
ing the warm months (May through October) because 
they lacked cold weather equipment. However, because 
the bike patrol has proven to be so successful, it now 
operates throughout the year, Villareal said. They now 
have the funds to buy the equipment they need. 

In May Villareal and House attended a week-long 
conference in San Antonio, hosted by the International 
Police Mountain Bike Association. Police biking offi
cers from all over North America attended, House said. 

"It was a great opportunity to compare problems and 
solutions with other law enforcement agencies around 
the United States and Canada," Villareal said. "The first 

COM police bike patrol officers line up with two Alvin city police officers during a Mountain Bike Training Seminar 
held at COM in June. The officers from left are Joe Villareal (COM), Robyn Hensley (COM), Arbry Clifton (COM), 
Robert Taylor (Alvin), Mark Savage (Alvin) and Mickey House (COM). 

bikes we had were worn beyond repair, so we were look
ing for something stronger and that would last longer." 

The bikes need to be able to negotiate rough terrain 
and even handle being ridden upstairs. After examining 
different equipment at the conference, the two officers de
cided to go with mountain bikes because they suit the 
patrol's needs better than street bikes or IO-speed racers. 

After the conference, "we purchased new mountain 
bikes at reduced cost from Sports Town, located at I-45 
North and Nasa Road One," Villareal said, adding that 
the patrol's first bikes lasted only two summers. The 
new ones are expected to last three to four years. 

According to a pamphlet published by the Police 
Mountain Bike Association: "The use of mountain bikes 
for patrol duty is one of the fastest growing trends in law 
enforcement today. Quiet, cost efficient and amazingly 
effective, mountain bikes are able to bridge the gap be
tween automobiles and foot patrols. Mountain bikes 
have proven to be swift and agile in busy urban areas as 
well as parking lots, campus areas and athletic or civic 

events. Suspects can be moved in on quickly and quiet
ly." Perhaps one of the most important features of using 
bicycles to patrol is that the cost of a police officer on a 
bike is 1/10 of the cost of an. officer patrolling in a car. 

Another benefit of the bicycles is exercise. "Bike of
ficers get lots of exercise," House said. "Training re
quires a minimum of 40 hours, and 20-miles-a-day endu
rance rides and special obstacle courses." House believes 
such rigorous training is "beneficial to the department 
and to our physical condition." 

The COM police bike patrol is looking for sponsor
ship and donations to send four officers to a conference 
in Milwaukee, Wis., May 1995. There they will partici
pate in competitive events, such as suspect apprehen
sion, speed racing and running an obstacle course in 
teams of four. The winning team will receive four new 
mountain bikes. 

In an emergency, COM police can be contacted at 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 599. For non
emergency calls or to make donations call, Ext. 403. 

COM students suggest campus improvements at retreat 
By DORIS McCULLOM 
Guest Reporter 

Although 50 spaces were available for the College 
of the Mainland Student Retreat held at the Christian Re
newal Center in Dickinson Oct. 21, only 20 students 
took advantage of the opportunity to formulate solutions 
to problems they perceive at COM. 

At the ~d of the day, the group concluded that more 
stringent evaluations should be made of instructors, that 
student organizations should be given more decision
making power in college-policy-making, and that cam
puswide communication should be improved through a 
system of electronic signs and suggestion boxes. 

The group also cited a specific need for more coun
selors and said that more ethnically and culturally diverse 
instructors should be hired to act as mentors to minority 
students. The students also recommended that changes be 
made in the Student Center to include more room for cer
tain activities. They ·also recommended that bookstore 
fx?urs be extended and that the student newspaper be used 

to publicize organizational events. 

President Larry L. Stanley set the tone for the retreat 
by comparing the college's former organizational hierar
chy with the present Team Quality Management. He 
stated that the present system makes everybody feel more 
accountable. 

After President Stanley left as prearranged, an out
side consultant, Dr. Blair McDonald facilitated the day's 
sessions. 

Dr. McDonald divided the large group into three 
smaller, workable groups and introduced the Nominal 
Group Technique, a process through which the students 
could formulate their ideas of what COM is like at the 
present time for an agenda of perceived problems. Dr. 
McDonald wrote the exact words of each individual on 
the board allowing for no personal criticism, or discus
sion from the other students. He then helped them com
bine similar items. Then the students voted for the items 
they thought most important to make a workable agenda 
of problems. This process helped to clarify the degree of 
importance of each perceived problem. 

A part of the process that proved to be most clarify
ing was the part in which the groups took felt tipped 
markers and newsprint art paper and actually drew their 
thoughts. · 

During large group time, each of the three smaller 
groups was allowed to present its clarified ideas. Again 
votes were taken to pin down the i~portance of each 
point on the agenda. 

After lunch, the focus was on what each group spe
cifically wants to see happen at COM. The NGT process 
was used again to come up with agenda items. Also par
ticipants drew their ideas again, and because the drawings 
were so specific Dr. McDonald taped some of them to 
the walls to substitute for words. 

By the time President Stanley returned at 3 p.m., 
the large group had seven workable suggestions or solu
tions for their main concerns. 

The 20 students, which included three African Amer
icans and three Hispanic Americans, was composed of 
nine men and 11 women, who ranged in age from recent 
high school graduates to retirees. 
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Flood drive: donors brave storms to give blood 
By BRAD Sl,'EVENSON 
Starr Reporter 

Many thoughtful people braved stinging rain and 
flooded roads to give the gift of life Wednesday, Oct. 19. 

The College of the Mainland fall blood drive, hosted 
by the Student Activities Board and the Gulf Coast Re
gional Blood Center of Houston, was a success despite 
the Great Flood of '94. The flood caused one day of the 
planned two-day drive to be canceled and prevented many 
potential student donors from making it to campus. 

However, between 8 a.m. and 3:30 p.m., 101 peo
ple attempted to give blood in the Student Center Sun 
Room, said Maryann Urick, SAB sponsor. 

"We received from the one-day blood drive 88 pints 
of blood, and 13 were deferred," Urick said. "It's an excel
lent turnout for a one-day blood drive." 

The 13 who were deferred from being donors were 
disqualified for various reasons. 

The total turnout was good, considering the circum
stances, Urick said, adding that 101 people is a good 
turnout for any day. In fact, Wednesday's total was high
er than the second-day total for October 1993, when 91 
donors showed up. 

COM blood drives are normally scheduled for two 
days, but the unrelenting weather forced Tuesday's blood
donating session to be canceled, Urick said. "Because of 
the flooding, the blood center, which is located in the 
heart of Houston, couldn't get in to get their equip
ment." 

The people who drove through flooded streets, 
dodged intermittent walls of rain and tramped through 
submerged sidewalks to the Student Center Sun Room, 
aU had different reasons for donating. 

COM student Grace Sheets donated because she has 
an Rh negative blood type. After the first time she do
nated, the blood center told her she should donate again 

COM student Vince Valdez donates blood in the Student Center Oct.19, despite flooded streets. Phlebotomist Mary 
Montgomery checks Valdez's arm. The Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center administered the blood drive, which was 
sponsored by the Student Activities Board. (Photo by Gina Casro) 

since her blood type is so rare. 
Cindy Brannan, another COM student, also had an 

important reason. "I donated because my kids need it; 
I've got three kids at home." 

Not all reasons were as serious as saving blood for 
one's children, however. "I wanted a free T-shirt," joked 
Allen Wagstaff, a COM student donating for the first 

.. 
time at the college. Wagstaff has donated five or six 
times before in other places and decided to do so again 
because he "hasn't given in awhile." 

Since only one day was used for donating, the SAB 
will consider setting up an additional day, Urick said. 
"There might be one more day in November; we just ha
ven't decided yet" 

COM student benefits from Esther Rice scholarship 
By BRAD STEVENSON 
Starr Reporter 

In these times of rising college costs and demanding 
work schedules, it's hard for young adults to get ahead 
without some kind of help -- especially if they are in the 
process of changing careers. 

Lillie Meek 

Lillie Meek, the 
first winner of the new 
Esther Rice Women in 
Transition Scholarship, 
is a prime ·example of 
the kind of determination 
it takes to pull off a ca
reer change. Besides 
working days and week
ends to support herself 
and her daughter, she at
tends night classes at 
College of the Mainland 
to get her associate's de
gree in real estate. With-

out the Esther Rice scholarship however, it might not 
ever have been possible. 

The Esther Rice scho4u"ship, designed for women 
over 30 who are going through a career change, allowed 
Meek to continue her education and make a better life for 
herself. 

According to Lawrence E. Markey, director of COM 
Resource Development and executive director of the 
COM Foundation, the scholarship was previously only 
available at certain times. After the COM Foundation 
raised enough money to make the scholarship perpetual
ly available, Esther Rice's name was added in memoriam 
of the longtime La Marque community leader. Rice, a 
children's charity advocate, died in December 1993. 

"When I went up to the University of Houston at 
Clear Lake for the awards banquet (held July 20), they 
awarded me a plaque and showed a film about Esther 
Rice," Meek said. "She was a wonderful person, and I 
hope to be as beneficial to my community as she was." 

Meek, a 35-year-old single parent from Santa Fe, 
started out in the newspaper advertising field, where she 
worked for four years. After moving on from that job, 
she decided to go to COM and try different fields of 
study. "I've been going to the college since the fall of 
'93," she said, "and I started out for a nursing degree. I 
started taking biology, and we had to dissect stuff -- and I 
hated it!" 

After realizing nursing wasn't for her, she was stuck 
pondering a new career. Soon her friends in the real 
estate field began advising her. "I have a lot of friends in 
real estate," she said, "and they thought I'd be really good 
at it." Taking their advice to heart, she signed up for real 
estate classes at COM. 

However, because Meek's income from work goes 
to support her family, she needed extra money to take 
new classes at COM. She applied to the government for 
help, but was disqualified. "I am a widow, and I receive 
social security. Because of that, I couldn't get financial 
aid (from the governrnent)," she said. 

Soon after, she found out about the availability of 
the Esther Rice, scholarship, which was perfect for her. 

· "A friend of mine is going to nursing school, and he 
filled out a similar scholarship for males through fman
cial aid at the school," Meek said. "I went in (to the 
COM Foundation office) and talked to Larry Markey." 
After they discussed her situation, Markey gave her an 
application for the Esther Rice scholarship. 

"I felt my chances of getting it were slim -- I didn't 
really think I would get it," Meek said. 

In early July she received a shocker in the mail -- a 

letter informing her she had won the scholarship. "I was 
speechless. I was really shocked because there were so 
many other applicants," she said "It was a great honor; I 
felt very privileged to get it." 

Although Meek already has passed a difficult state 
exam and has received her real estate license, she is con- , 
tinuing night school classes to get her associate's degree. 
She receives $200 per semester for one year from the 
scholarship, which has not only been a big help, but 
opened new doors for her. In September she began work-
ing for Caldwell Banker Vista Realty in Dickinson. 

Meek is an inspiration for women who are unsure 
about their careers and need the necessary education to 
help them make a change. Her experience shows that as
sistance such as the Esther Rice Women in Transition 
Scholarship is available for anyone who needs it. 

The scholarship is beneij.cial to women who share 
similar circumstances with Meek. "Any scholarship or 
financial aid for someone really helps," Meek said 

Applications for the Esther Rice Women in Transi
tion Scholarship are available in the COM Foundation 
Office in the Administration Building. For more infor
mation contact Markey at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
3991, Exts. 508 or 557. 

Art Association seeks members 
The College of the Mainland Art Association and 

COM Amigos are cO-:sponsoring a free film.Like Water 
For Chocolate, in the Fine Arts Building, Room F-117, 
Nov. 18, 7 p.m. The Spanish version with English sub
titles will be shown. The film has some nudity. Refresh
ments such as popcorn and soft drinks will be served. 

If you are a visual arts major or are interested in art, 
come to the Tuesday, Nov. 15, meeting at 12:30 p.m., 
or the Wednesday, Nov. 23, meeting at 3:30 p.m. in the 
Fine Arts Buildi_ng, Room F-133. 
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COM scholarships 
available to students 
By BRAD STEVENSON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland offers an affordable 
education for most students in the community. 
However, if for any reason students need financial 
assistance, many scholarships are available. 

COM offers several types of scholarships, in
cluding: cooperative donor scholarships, direct 
awards from individual donors, departmootal schol
arships and COM Foundation scholarships. Infor
mation on specific ethnic, gender or disability
related scholarships also is available in the library. 

"Anyone can apply," said Becky Miles, Stu
dent Financial Services director. She added, howev
er, "the donors usually want to see that you've 
done well for a semester first" 

Most scholarships have academic requirements 
that must be met Students applying for coopera
tive donor scholarships must be enrolled full-time 
with at least 12 hours, show progress toward career 
goals, or indicate financial need. 

Miles also said, "They will ask you to have at 
least a 2.0 or 3.0 GPA; it depends on what the 
donor is looking for." 

The organizations that present cooperative 
scholarships unite their efforts with COM to 
search for deserving recipients. Two such scholar
ships include: the COM Memorial Fund Scholar
ship and the American Association of University 
Women Texas City Branch Scholarship. 

The number of scholarships available fluctu
ates. Anyone interested in new scholarships should 
check the bulletin board outside the Student Finan
cial Services Office, Miles said. 

Another category of scholarships includes di
rect awards to COM students. The Student Finan
cial Services Scholarship Guide lists private don
ors including the Elks Lodge, the Texas Credit 
Union, and several fraternities and sororities. 

Two of these scholarships are the Elks Main
land Lodge #2141 Scholarship and the Professional 
Secretaries International Scholarship. The Finan
cial Aid Office has applications and information 
for these scholarships. 

Various departments at COM also offer schol
arships. "For example," Miles said, "there is a new 
scholarship with Process Technology." 

The fine arts department awards scholarships 
in art, th~ter and instrumental or vocal studies. 
The Texas Nurses Association, District #29 Schol
arship, is available to nursing majors, Miles said. 
"Students should talk to the department they are 
interested in." 

Students interested in any type scholarship 
should contact Miles at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Exts. 246 and 274. 

Students who excel in academic and leadership 
abilities may apply for COM Foundation scholar
ships, a fourth type of award. "Each scholarship 
has its own unique set ofrequirements," said Law
rence Markey, director of Resource Development 

"Graduating high school seniors can apply for 
anything," Markey said. "We usually make an ef
fort to award three scholarships in each area high 
school." Also, according to Markey, anyone al
ready enrolled or planning to attend COM may ap
ply for the foundation's other scholarships. 

"We'll be unveiling the new '94-'95 competi
tion in November," he said. For further informa
tion contact Markey at the foundation office ( 409) 
938-1211 or (713) 28~3991, Exts. 508 and 557. 

Characterist,ics define batterers, abused 
By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

Editor's note: This is the second of a three-part series 
dealing with domestic violence. This part explores the 
characteristics of the victims of domestic violence and 
the abusers and the cycles of abuse. 

Many misconceptions surround the victims of do
mestic violence and their abusers. The reality of domes
tic violence is that anyone can be a victim or abuser de
spite race, ethnic background, religion or economic 
status. 

According to the article "Patterns of Abuse" in the 
July 4 issue of Newsweek, experts _once thought victims 
to be weak-willed women who were asking for abuse. In 
other words, abused women were "somehow masochisti
cally provoking abuse from their men." Also according 
to the same article women who are less educated, unem
ployed, poor, and young and pregnant are more likely to 
find themselves in an abusive relationship. 

Some abused women, however, are educated and 
have well-paying jobs. Psychologist Robert Geffner, 
president of the Family Violence and Sexual Assault In
stitute in Tyler, explains in the Newsweek article that 
despite a higher education or occupational level any 
woman can become a victim. "I'm treating physicians, 
attorneys, a judge and professors who are, or were, bat
tered women," Geffner is quoted as saying. "Intelligent 
people let this happen, too. What goes on inside the 
home does not relate to what's outside." 

Common characteristics of victims include: 
1. low self-esteem, 
2. a background in an abusive family, 
3. alcohol or drug abuse, 
4. passivity in relationships, 
5. dependency, 
6. isolation, and 
7. a high need for approval, attention and affection. 
Geffner adds, "The more risk factors a woman has, 

the more likely she is to become a candidate." 
Quoted in "Patterns of Abuse" Jaquelyn Campbell, a 

researcher in domestic violence at Johns Hopkins Uni
versity, argues that the risk of domestic violence does 
not rest solely on the shoulders of the victim. According 
to Campbell the risk of abuse "has little to do with her 
and everything to do with who she marries or dates." 

Abusive men were once thought to be unemployed 
alcoholics. In the article "He's Going to Kill Me" in the 
September issue of Glamour, Officer Robin Burge of the 
Alburquerque Police Department's Domestic Abuse Re
sponse Team, explains, "A lot of people think alcohol is 
the problem. But it's not the alcohol; it's the way these 
men deal with anger. The problems need to be treated 
separately." 

"Patterns of Abuse" states abusive men tend to be 
less educated and live close to the poverty line, but men 
who are physicians, lawyers and accountants also have 
abused their partners. 

In the article "O. J. Simpson's Case Brings New fo
cus on Abuse of Women" in the July 18 issue of Jet, 
seven characteristics of men who batter are listed. Male 
batterers: 

1. fear loss of relationship, 
2. tend to be controlling and manipulative, 
3. have difficulty expressing emotions such as an

ger, anxiety and frustration, 
4. expect instant gratification from spouse or chil-

dren, 
5. minimize their violent behavior, 
6. often present themselves as victims, and 
7. are perceived as charming and pleasant by others 

in most cases. 
The one characteristic that all abusers share, above 

all others, is the need to control. In the Newsweek article 
Richard Gelles, director of the Family Violence Research 
Program at the University of Rhode Island, is quoted as 

, __ 

saying, "There is no better way of making people com
pliant than beating them up on an intermittent basis." 

Abusers also tend to minimize their violent behav
ior by blaming their victims. In "Patterns of Abuse" 
Evan Stark, co-director of the Domestic Violence Train
ing Project in New Haven, Conn., uses 0. J. Simpson's 
suicide note as an example. "He never takes responsibli
ty for the abuse. These are just marital squabbles. Then 
he blames her -- 'I felt like a battered husband."' 

Generally, abuse falls into a consistent pattern 
which begins slowly. "Patterns of Abuse" explains that 
the violence "doesn't happen every day and by the time a 
pattern has emerged there may be children, and financial 
and emotional bonds that are difficult to break." 

According to the Newsweek article abused women 
often believe that they will be able to transform their 
abusers from "the monster smashing furniture ... into a 
prince if only the woman he's trapped will love him." 

The Jet article explains the abuse pattern begins 
with the buildup of tension and the woman sensing the 
tension. The woman then tries to calm her abuser by 
avoiding the problem. Next, a violent outburst occurs 
followed by a period called the honeymoon stage during 
which the abuser will act as though nothing happened 
and often buy gifts, takes the woman out to eat or makes 
love to her. 

The honeymoon stage is what frequently keeps 
women in the relationship. In "Patterns of Abuse," Geff
ner explains, "they make love, the sex is good. And that 
also keeps them going." 

Eventually the repltition of the abuse cycle is what 
wears down the battered woman. The woman becomes 
exhausted both mentally and physically to the point that 
leaving the relationship is no longer an option. The 
woman begins µ> believe the situation is her fault 

In "Patterns of Abuse" psychiatrist Elaine Carmen 
of the Solomon Carter Fuller Mental Health Center in 
Boston is quoted as saying, "You can't underestimate the 
terror and brainwashing that takes place in battering rela
tionships. She (the victim) really comes to believe that 
she deserves the abuse and is incompetent." 

Though help for an abused woman is available, the 
abused woman may not seek out help for herself because 
of her weakened self-esteem. Family and friends must 
then intervene for her before it is too late. 

The final part of this three-part series to be published in 
the December issue of InterCOM will deal with help . 
(lV(li/able for abused ~omen. 



COM students William Culiver, left, and Joe Cooley play cards in the Student Center. The Student Center has 
facilities for recreation such as playing pool, watching television, playing the piano, enjoying a meal or a snack 
chatting with friends, and gazing at the lake and ducks. (Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

Young love prevails in Moliere's play 
Continued from Pagel----------
ever, this added humor, and I found myself listening for 
the lines to rhyme as the audience responded with laugh
ter. Schwander did an outstanding job directing the play, 
which is spoken in modern English. 

Glenn as Arnolphe was hilarious,-.especially in his_. 

facial expressions, thus adding much humor to the play. 
Glenn is an adjunct speech teacher at COM. 

Berndt as Agnes illuminated the stage with her per
formance of the ingenuous young girl, and Ozburn as 
Horace was the charming, naive and dashing young lov
er. Ozburn is a COM student 

COM swdent Langlois as Georgette hr-ought a lot of 
humor to her role and managed to continually outwit Ar
nolphe, who was completely unaware that several times 
he'd been made a fool of. This was like dessert to the au
dience. 

Stanton as Alain, a simple-minded servant elicited 
laughter as he climbed upon Georgette's lap in order to 
escape Arnolphe's anger. 

Both servants displayed hidden . rebellion as they 
mocked Arnolphe to the delight of the audience. 

Don Wiseman as Chrysalde, an old friend of Ar
nolphe, played his role with zest and good humor, laugh
ing all the way through. Though Arnolphe mocked him 
at the beginning of the play, Chrysalde had the last 
laugh. 

Other cast members included Hamilton David Boyd 
as the Notary and Steve Cowan as Enrique. 

Bill Aupperlee stirs the audience's imagination with 
his realistic set designing. This is Aµpperlee's 20th de
sign for the Arena Theatre, according to a press release 
from the COM Publications audlnformation Office. 

The School For Wives costumes are the creations of 
designer Mary Louise Daniels of Galveston, who is well 
known for the costumes she designs for Dickens on the 
Strand. She was able to recreate the frilly, eye-catching 
fashions of the 1660s after researching the dress of that 
era. She is by no means a stranger to the COM stage in 
both acting and designing according to Front Row. 

Moliere, the pen name for Jean Baptiste Poq~elin, 
was born in Paris in 1622. In 1673 while performing the 
title role in his play The Imaginary Invalid he took sick 
and died a few hours later. He has been 'called the father 
of modern French comedy. Unlike William Shakespeare 
he dealt mainly in types, such as the male chauvinist Ar
nolphe, rather than in individuals. He was an actor and 
director besides being a playwright 

If you like to laugh, want to spend a couple of en
joyable hours and come away feeling good, then I highly 
recommend his play. 

For information or to purchase tickets call (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 345. Visa, Master
Card or American Express are accepted, but only on pre
sales and no later than one hour before a performance. 

InterCOM, November 1994, Page 11 

Violence widespread 
throughout society 
Continued from Page 1----------

Sexual violence against women, and homicidal assaults 
by men on one another is only the most obvious situa
tion in this empty quest for profit, property and power." 

Referring to West's quote and recommending that 
the audience read his book, Farenthold said: "This has 
been the summer of wife battering as an issue. (OJ. 
Simpson is about to stand trial for the killing of his 
wife Nicole Brown Simpson.) It had never been brought 
up as an issue until Surgeon General, Dr. C. Everett 
Koop, spoke of it in the '80s as a health problem." 

Farenthold, who also recommended reading Boys 
Will be Boys by Meriam Modizem, recounted a time 
when Farenthold as a legal aid director in Nuences Coun
ty during the late '60s, felt the helplessness of her posi
tion as she tried to help a young woman get an injunc
tion against her husband for abuse, only to hear from the 
judge that there was nothing he could do because her 
husband was a police informer. The only thing Farent
hold claimed she was able to do for the young woman 
was to tell her to "get out of town as fast as you can." 

This shows how little respect, honor and credibility 
was given to women's rights during the '60s. 

Farenthold said that the media is to blame for its 
share of the violence in our society. S~t crime is re
ported far more frequently than corporate crime, crimes 
by white collar workers and state-sponsored crimes, such 
as wars and perhaps maq_datory death sentences. Farent
hold said reporters choose to write about young gun us
ers because it is sensational news that people want to 
hear. She added," Our crime bill is pitiful, and in some 
cases it is unconstitutional." An example of its uncon
stitutionality would be sending a person to jail for a mi
nor offense such as smoking in non-designated areas at 
COM or a major offense, such as letting a drug king out 
on bail. 

Farenthold's second appearance Oct 19 was at 12:30 
p.m. when she spoke about the health care system and 
the demise of the health care bill. "Everything went," 
she said. "We have no legislation." 

During this presentation she spoke about insurance 
fraud, Health Maintenance Organizations, social security, 
and the medicare and medicaid programs implemented 
during Lyndon B. Johnson's presidency. 

Farenthold stated that HMOs prevent patients from 
seeing specialists and that patients often are released 
from the hospital before they should be. Often patients ' 
also are not referred to a specialist until it is too late. 

She related that for certain heart operations there is a 
very short time window during which the operation can 
be performed. If HMOs delay too long in agreeing to the 
operation, the time period for a successful operation 
passes. 

"Twenty-five percent of the cost of insurance premi
ums goes to administrative work," she stated, "and un
less a person can afford full coverage, most insurances 
a.re out of reach." 

Farenthold was a member of the Human Rights 
Commission in Corpus Christi from 1963 to 1968 and a 
member of the Texas House of Representitives between 
1968 and 1973. During that time Farenthold placed sec
ond for the position of vice-president of the United 
States, receiving 400 votes for the democratic nomina
tion. She also was the Democratic nominee for governor 
of Texas in 1972 and again in 1974. During this time, 
in 1973, she was the recipient of the Lydon B. Johnson's 
Woman of the Year Award. 

Farenthold, an attorney, has been a member of the 
State Bar since 1949: She is a contributing editor of the 
magazine Texas Observer and is currently a guest colum
nist for USA Today. 

Farenthold's appearance was sponsored by COM's 
social science department, SAB, Continuing Education 

and the C?mmun_ity Forum . • . ., .,. _ ,., .. ,.. . . • . 
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PHIL 1301 explores 
unanswerable puzzles 
By AMY BERGERON 
Staff Reporter 

"How do you get a growing duck out of a bottle 
without hurting the duck or breaking the bottle?" 

For students who are interested in unanswerable 
questions, Introduction to Philosophy (PHIL 1301) will 
be offered here at College of the Mainland next semester. 

Dr. Bob Craig, an instuctor of philosophy at Uni
versity of Houston, central campus, will conduct the 
course. "This will not be a -lecture format," Dr. Craig 
said. "I will try to use a multiplicity of techniques to get 
students involved, such as small groups, large groups, 
and audio-video." 

The class will consist of analysis of unanswerable 
questions. "Philosophy is the only subject that deals 
with unanswerable questions," Dr. Craig said. "However, 
those unanswerable questions have things to do with 
life." 

Some examples of Dr. Craig's unanswerable ques
tions are "What is death; what is spirituality; and is there 
a God?" 

• 1ng 

Dr. Craig says that he will begin each class period 
with different methods of relaxation. He would like to 
encourage the students to become like a mini
community and to use their minds. 

The class, scheduled for the spring semester, will be 
held Fridays from 2 to 5 p.m. The room number is un
decided. 

Halloween brought Trick or Treaters froin the Yellow Room of the COM Child Care Laboratory to the 
Administration Building. Shown from left front are Ashley Rapson, Carley Adair, Lauren Auker, Austin Fails, 
Ashley Lippert, Taylor Gibson, Emily Cherrier. ln back row from left are teacher Angela Robison, Christopher 
Rooney, and Emily's mother Becky Cherrier. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

For more information contact Lois Carelock, Hu
manities Team program assistant at (409) 938-1624 or 
(713) 280-3991, Ext 214. 

Registering students must see advisers 
By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

Correcting a mistake College of the Mainland is changing its early regis
tration procedure in an effort to increase students' in
volvement in preparing their course schedules. 

/nterCOM inadvertently misidentified the College of 
the Mainland bike patrol officer on the front page of the 
October issue. It was COM Police Officer Jose E. Villa
real, not Clifton Arbry, who was pictured demonstrating 
the versatility of mountain bikes by riding one down the 
stairs by the side Administration Building. 

The new procedure requires students to make ap
pointments with their advisers prior to the Nov. 28 and 
29 early registration dates. Students must have their ad
visers fill out an Adviser Authorization for Registration 
form prior to receiving their Permit To Register form. InterCOM apologizes for any inconvenience this 

mistake may have caused. In the past, students only were required to pick up 

SEE YOUR 
WORDS-IN 
BLACK AND 
WHITE 

Do words flow easily from 
your mind to paper? Do you 
have printer's ink in your 

veins? Would you 
like to see 
your ideas in 
black and 
white? 

How about becoming a bylined Lowery may be reached at (409) 
writer for your college newspaper? 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 

314. 
Enroll in COMM 1307 (Writing 

for the Mass Media), College of the 
Mainland's beginner journalism 
course, and become a staff 
member of the InterCOM, 
the award-winning 
campus paper. 

Whether you have 
journalism experience 
or not, the InterCOM 
staff is the place for 
you. If you like to write 
or think you would, 
you'll get a wide array of 
experience, including 
straight news, features, 
opinions, movie, book, 
concert or play reviews, and in
depth reports of your choice. You 
can also get involved as a 
photographer or illustrator. 

As an InterCOM staff member 
you get hands-on experience in 
the publishing of a newspaper, 
from the beginning ideas to the 
paper hot off the press! 

~, If you have some journalism 
experience, you may qualify to 
enroll in COMM 2305 (Copy Editing 
and Production) with the 
instructor's approval. Astrid H. 

Enrollment in either course must 
be accompanied by the 

'{"' production lab, COMM 
1129, which meets 

, Monday and Wednesday 
' afternoons for 80 

minutes, at your 
convenience. 

COMM 1307 
meets Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 

, p.m. COMM 2305 =---·""' meets Mondays 
·• and Wednesdays from 

11 a.m. to 1:50 p.m. Note: These 
are new days and times. 

As a member of InterCOM you'll 
meet many people of diversified 
interests and backgrounds, and 
you'll have your finger on the pulse. 
of the college. 

ENROLL NOW 

lnlerCOM 
NO GRAY AREA HERE 

their PTR forms and have their adviser fill out the forms 
at pre-registration sites. 

The new procedure involves students turning in their 
completed AAR forms to the Admissions Office where 
students will then receive their PTR and trial schedule 
forms. Students then will prepare trial schedules using 
the class schedule catalog which may be mailed or can be 
picked up in the Administration Building. Next students 
will fill in their PTRs with courses desired. Finally the 
AAR, PTR and trial schedule forms must be presented to 
any counselor, faculty or professional staff members for 
a final signature. At this point designated staff members 
will review schedules for conflicts, prerequisites, compli
ance with T ASP and developmental course requirements. 
The schedule will then be entered into the computer to 
enroll students. 

The new procedure requires students to take an active 
part in deciding their class schedu_les because the steps of 
advisement and scheduling have been separated. 

According to a memorandum sent out by William 
L. Pease, acting Registrar, the new procedure also will 
allow advisers to "meet with students for the purpose of 
discussing career expectations, academic/degree options, 
courses and degree requirements, job markets, T ASP re
quirements, Appraisal Test Score interpretations, fman
cial aid and tlegree plans. 

The college plans to mail out Student Alert fliers 
informing students to make their appointments with 
their advisers prior to early registration. 

. 
Music concert set N 1 

College of the Mainland and community theater
goers will not want to miss John W olfskills second an
nual Chamber and Cheese concert Nov.17, 7 p.m., in 
the Fine Arts Building. The· COM chamber music 
groups, will perform romantic and classical pieces prior 
to the 8 p.m. performance of The School For Wives. 
Refreshments will follow as is customary for the Cham
ber and Cheese concerts. 

For more information call COM Arena Theatre box 
office.manager Susan Gilbert at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 345. 
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Gallery poetry reading 
mourns AIDS victims 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Starr Reporter 

College of the Mainland students, joined by friends 
and COM personnel, gathered in the COM Fine Arts 
Gallery Dec. 1 during College Hour to hear a poetry 
reading dedicated to those who have AIDS or have died 
from the disease. 

Gallery Director Mona Marshall gave special recog
nition to COM student Jennifer Dunn for organizing the 
reading. This is the first year COM has observed this 
universal day -- World AIDS Day: A Day Without Art. 
A black cloth was draped over the art work in remember
ance of all who have died of AIDS. 

The 14 who attended the reading were asked to sit on 
the floor in a circle. Each person was given the opportu
nity to read from a.book of poems written by those with 
AIDS. Some dedicated the poem they read to a person 
who has AIDS or one who has died of AIDS. A few 
cried and some were choked up as they remembered a 
friend or loved one. 

Acquired immune deficiency syndrome is a virus 
which leaves the body in a weakened condition and un
able to resist infectious diseases. AIDS is mo 'Lly trans-

See A Day Page 7 

In observance of World AIDS Day: A Day Without Art, a poetry reading was held in the COM Fine Arts Gallery 
Dec. 1. Participating in the reading, pictured clockwise from top, are art gallery Director Mona Marshall; COM 
students Susan Littleton, Ana Martinez, Lynette Perez, Darla McMullen; and guest Lisa Martin. 

(Photo by Pam Black) 

Adviser Authorization required for registration 
By BILLY KIMBROUGH 
Starr Reporter 

College of the Mainland students participated in a 
new early registration procedure Nov. 28 and 29. The 
purpose of this new procedure was to give the 1,575 stu
dents who registered increased involvement in preparing 
their own course schedules, said William Peace, acting 
director of Admissions. 

Before the registration dates, students were requested 
to make appointments with their advisers to discuss ca
reer expectations, academic/degree options, degree and 
course requirements, job markets, financial aid and degree 
plans. During this meeting an Adviser Authorization for 
Registration form was completed. At a convenient time 
on either registration day, the students took this fonn to 
the first early registration site. 

At the first site a Permit to Register fonn and a trial 

Exhausted funds focus of deans forum 
By LIZ CADDELL 
Starr Reporter 

Twice a semester College of the Mainland gives stu
dents the opportunity to address issues, concerns and 
complaints directly to Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of In
struction and Student Development, and to Dr. Henry D. 
Pope, dean of College and Financial Services, in an open 
meeting. 

Several students 
who attended the meet
ing held Nov. 10 during 
College Hour addressed 
the critical issue of the 
recent termination of 
Carl Perkins funds and 
the College Fund to 
parents who have chil
dren enrolled in the 
COM Child Care pro
gram. 

"Serious mistakes 
have been made and I 
take full responsibility Dr. Donald G. Bass 

for this," Dean Bass said in reply to students concerned 
that no money exists for the spring semester because ap
proximately $48,000 of the funds, $30,000 Carl Perkins 
for technical-vocational majors and $18",000 College 
Fund for academic studies, have been misapplied. The 
funds were overcommitted in the fall semester, leaving 
no funds for the spring, Dean Bass said. Students who 
counted on money to provide day care services for their 
children may be unable to continue their education. 

Anthony Hawkins, director of Career Planning and 
Placement, through whose office the Carl Perkins funds 
and College Fund are distributed, suggested that students 
who are in need of affordable child care next semester 
seek assistance from area centers because no more money 
exists. Students affected by the lack of funding were not
ified by letter OcL 20. Though Hawkins said only 12 
people would be affected, the total number of students af
fected, according to Dean Bass, is 63. 

Many students will be unable to continue to attend 
college because the current rate for one child attending 
the COM Child Care lab is $60 per week, which is com
parable to other day care centers. The Carl Perkins fund
ing program and the College.Fund pays for child care, 

See Students Page 7 

schedule form wer(? given to the students to take to a stu
dent assistant who helped with any schedule conflicts and 
made any necessary changes. Then the students presented 
their AAR, PTR and trial schedule to a counselor, facul
ty or professional staff member for a final signature. 
Their schedules were then entered into the computer for 
enrollment The final step was to malce payments at the 
Fee Payment Station. 

See Early Page 7 

Board of Trustees 
approves abatement 
By BILLY KIMBROUGH 
Starr Reporter 

College of the Mainland's Board of Trustees 
met Tuesday, Nov. 28. at 6 p.m. in a packed Board 
Room to consider a crowded agenda which included 
a tax abatement for the AMOCO Corp., the col
lege financial report and spending for capital im
provements. 

The tax abatement for AMOCO was unan'i
mously approved. The six-year tax exemption is 
on a $140 million unit the company is construct
ing in Texas City. At the present COM tax rate, 
the abatement means a loss in revenue to the col
lege of $242,758.60 annually. 

'The Board also approved the financial report 
presented by Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of College 
and Financial services but were concerned about a 
projected $274,000 deficit at the end of the budget 

See Board Page 7 
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News/Editorials 
Grandma's silent grief 
compensated with love 

A~y x: 
~rgeroq ····· 

Since I am somewhat of a Scrooge around Christ
mas time, I decided to tell the story of a Christmas 
memory belonging to someone very close to me. 

My grandmother grew up during the Depression. 
She lived in the mountains of West Virginia and her 
family was extremely poor. Her father worked in the 
coal mines and her mother worked in a factory. Al
though they had very little money, every fall, at the be
ginning of the school year, all the girls in the house re
ceived a new dress made by their mother and a new pair 
of store-bought shoes. My grandmother, much younger 
than all of her sisters, wanted a pair of red dress shoes, 
just like the ones she had seen at a store in town. How
ever, when her father came home from buying the shoes, 
she found that he had bought all the other girls black 
dress shoes. They smiled and kissed him graciously, 
thanking him for the shiny black shoes with silver 
buckles. When he pulled my grandmother's shoes from 
the box, she realized that he had gotten her a pair of boys 
boots, which were much cheaper than little red shoes she 
had wanted so badly. My grandmother said she cried se
cretly in her room for several hours but got up the next 
day and put on her boots for school. 

My grandmother wore the shoes all through the fall. 
Her sisters teased her and laughed when she came clomp
ing through the house in her boots, but she never com
plained. Christmas approached and knowing that there 
was little money, the children didn't expect much. How
ever, as my grandmother watched the older girls open 
their gifts of dolls made from rags and hand made quilts, 
sewn from old denim jeans, the box in my grandmothers 
hands seemed heavy. When it was her turn to open her 
gift, wrapped in an old towel, her eyes lit up. Inside the 
box were her little red shoes. This time, she cried with 
tears of joy. 

The real gift of this Christmas story is that several 
years la~r. my grandmother found out that her mother 
had heard her crying that night and admired her for not 
complaining in their time of sacrifice. For these rea
sons, she had gone without lunch at the factory, saving 
her change for several months in order to buy the little 
red shoes. 
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Grooods-Team members help keep COM campus beautiful. From left: Susan Stone; Gaylen Hayward, team leader 
and part-time physical education instructor; Dorothy Kemp; Michael Settler; Troy Terrell; Oscar Hernandez; and 
Rose Meyers. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

Trash detracts from beauty of campus 
By DAWN LAURSEN 
Assistant Editor 

Suppose that you stepped on a nasty diaper while 
getting out of your car. Wouldn't you let out half a doz
en or so anti-social epithets that might offend other hu
man ears? 

What about discarded McDonald's cups, beer cans 
and wine bottles half-filled with last night's drinks, or a 
mound of old cigarette butts, the refuse from someone's• 
car ashtray? 

Where do we find all these? In the College of the 
Mainland parking lot, of course. 

COM has·a policy, though not specific, that makes 
COM an alcohol-free campus. In light of this, where do 
all the beer and wine bottles come from? And why 
doesn't the college make its policy clear instead of writ
ing that COM is a drug-free campus, assuming everyone 
knows that alcohol also is considered a drug? 

Galen Haywar<!, COM grounds maintenance worker 
for the past 15 years and part-time physical education in
structor for the past five years, stated that if people 
would take a moment to pick up trash around the cam
pus, or even from their cars and put it into the proper 
waste receptacles, it would make his job much easier 
along with the jobs of the other six grounds team mem
bers. Hayward added that COM students, faculty and staff 
should be aware that 15 trash containers are located 
around campus. The Grounds Team members cover 120 
acres of COM and have other responsibilities, such as 

planting trees, mowing, mulching and moving furniture 
among other things. 

At one time a group of students took certain areas of 
the campus and made it their business to keep their-par
ticular area cleaned, Hayward said. However, this was not 
done with any consistency, so Hayward offered to pay 
the students for the time they had spent picking up trash, 
but they never took him up on the offer. 

Hayward also pointed out that the campus now has 
large blue receptacles marked "cans only" to collect alu
minum cans for recycling. The receptacles are located in 
snack rooms or close to beverage machines. COM also 
recycles paper and cardboard. 

"I know that housekeeping gets tired of cleaning up 
the cigarette butts all over campus," Hayward said. "It's a 
tedious job. It gets even harder when. butts in the parking 
lot have to be cleaned up." The campus has designated 
smoking areas, but people may not be aware that smok
ing in the parkirig lot is not allowed. 

Though plants are often donated in an effort to in
crease the beauty of the campus, this is not enough, 
Hayward stated. "The campus cannot remain beautiful 
without a joint effort on everyone's part to take the time 
to pick up trash or deliver it to the proper containers on 
campus. 

"Anyone with ideas that would help (keep the cam
pus clean and beautiful) is welcome to bring them to the 
attention of any of our Grounds Team members," Hay
ward said. 

r. ····•· ·•··· . •··• t~1~i1~ COM st~~t Kathyfo~ 



COM needs clearer 
policy on alcohol use 

Because of College of the Mainland's annual partici
pation in the national collegiate drug and alcohol aware
ness week. I had always assumed that COM, which 
sponsored an awareness day Oct 27, was an alcohol-free 
campus. As a re-suit, I was stunned during the Ann Rich
ards Rally, held in the Student Center the evening of 
Nov. 3, to see that one of the rally participants had 
brought a can of beer into the Student Center. This in it
self was bad; however, what really got my attention and 
stirred my indignation was that Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean 
of College and Financial Services, was standing not a 
foot from this man, yet said nothing to him about the . 
beer. However, perhaps he did no see it 

COM's policy on drugs as stated in Employees 
Standard of Conduct, a manual that outlines appropriate 
conduct on campus, is: "The College President is author
ized by the Board to permit the serving and consumption 
of alcohol at appropriate college functions." I felt the ral
ly was definitely not an appropriate function. 

It seems that COM's policy supposes everyone 
knows that alcohol is a drug. Maybe we should let our 
new Student Government draw up a new policy, one that 
would be more specific. Had a more specific policy been 
in place, someone in authority could have stepped for
ward and asked the gentleman to dispose of his beer, and 
offered a firm reminder that COM is an alcohol-free cam
pus. With a more specific policy, the college could also 
put up more new signs reading: "No Smoking Except in 
Designated Areas. COM is a Drug & Alcohol Free Cam
pus." After all cigarettes are drugs also. 

Ru!es are rules and they should apply to all, even 
visitors on campus. Dr. Pope, if he was aware of the 
beer, should have done something about the situation. I 
guess I could have done something about it myself; 
however, I was unsure that evening what the college pol
icy is regarding alcohol. 

I just assumed that when a person of authority is 
present and witnesses a rule being broken, he would take 
care of the situation. 

Gallery plans variety 
of exhibits for spring 
By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

The College of ~e Mainland Art Gallery has a va
riety of exhibits scheduled for the spring semester. 

Portraits of Community, the first scheduled exhibit, 
features photographs capturing several generations in
cluding African Americans from 1920 to the present 

The photographs are the work of African-American 
photographers of Texas, many from the Houston
Galveston area. Among the featured artists is well
known Houston photographer Earlie Hudnall. The exhib
it, which is curated by Alan Governor of Documentary 
Arts Inc. of Dallas, opens Thursday, Feb. 2, with a pub
lic lecture at 7 p.m. in the Fine Arts Building, Room F-
117. 

The second exhibit features the work of Polish
American artist Bogdan Perzynski. The exhibit opens 
Thursday, March 23, at 2 p.m. with a gallety discussion 
with the artist The exhibit features a show installation 
in which the viewer will be able to make his own video 
with sound. 

The final exhibit scheduled for the spring is the Stu
dent Show which opens April 20 at 6 p.m. 
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Bike rodeo to stress safety Dec. 17 
By AMY BERGERON 
Starr Reporter 

In order to promote bike safety and maintenance, the 
College of the Mainland Police Association and other 
area bicycle patrol divisions are sponsoring a free Bicycle 
Rodeo in COM Parking Lot A, Saturday, Dec. 17, from 
9 to noon. 

The Bicycle Rodeo will consist of several different 
courses including a 3.5 mile ride along, in which all par
ticipants will ride together. Other events will be an ob
stacle course demonstration, safety issues and gear, bicy
cle laws, and nutrition and fitness. 

The COM bike patrol also will try to stress bike 
·maintenance. The people involved in the event want 
those who attend the rodeo to come away from it know
ing how to take care of their bikes, how to use hand sig
nals and what to do if they are injured in a bike accident 

The rodeo is COM police officer Mikey House's 
idea. House, a member of COM's police bike patrol, got 
the inspiration from the training the patrol received this 
past July in Austin. He had talked to several other bike 
patrol divisions who had previously sponsored such rode
os on improving safety in the community. 

Although House said the rodeo is really aimed at 
children, he also would like to see parents and adults 

come and learn. "The stress is for the kids," he said, "but 
we want parents there to enjoy it." House also pointed 
out that the first two people to sign up were two 70-
year-old .men who said they "wanted to race each other." 
Children under 10 must be accompanied by an adult 

Prizes will include first place trophies for the win
ners in each age group in the obstacle course and speed 
races. Door prizes will include T-shirts, coozies, key 
chains, cups, volley balls, basketballs and more. Most 
of the items were donated by Take a Bite out of Crime, 
an organization in the Galveston· area that tries to teach 
children the dangers of drugs, gangs and crime. However, 
the COM police department is absorbing the costs of the 
T-shirts. 

Other police bike divisions participating in the ro
deo include the Alvin Police Department, Texas City 
Police Department and the Galveston County Sheriffs 
Department. 

So far, 29 people have registered to participate. 
House said that because the rodeo is free, hopefully it 
will have a big turnout. For those interested, the COM 
police department welcomes participants with tricycles 
and bicycles to sign up at the COM gym. 

For more information or about registration, contact 
House at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 403. 
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New COM reference librarian Tracey Cuellar is 
honored and welcomed at a reception Nov. 8 in the 
library. She replaces Ann Miller, who took a 
position at Northwestern Michigan University 
last summer. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

New librarian gives 
quality assistance 
By LIZ CADDELL 
Starr Reporter 

Tracey Cuellar was hired Nov. 1 as College of 
the Mainland's reference librarian. She replaces 
Ann Miller, who left this summer for Northern 
Michigan University in Marquette where she was 
named associate professor and coordinator of li
brary instruction. 

With a warm friendly smile Cuellar has enthu
siastically taken on her duties as reference librari
an, in addition to being a wife and the mother of 
two children, Kathleen, 2, and Nicolas, 8 months. 
As a result, spare time is a rare commodity for her, 
she said. -, 

A native Texan, Cuellar was raised in Bay
town. She obtained her bachelor's degree from Ste, 
phen F. Austin University in Nacogdoches and her 
master's from the University of Nortll Texas in 
Denton. She was employeed at the University of 
Houston main campus for the past two years as 
reference librarian. 

A reception was held in the COM library 
Nov. 8 to welcome Cuellar, who said the reception 
gave her the opportunity to assure students that 
they can expect to continue to receive the same 
quality assistance from her as they received from 
Miller. 

Cuellar seeks to assist students to use the 
skills they have learned, such as those for research 
papers, in everyday life. 

"Critical thinking on my part is necessary be
cause I am an educator," Cuellar said. "Both of my 
parents are educators. My father is a speech and 
English professor at Lee College in Baytown, and 
my mother is a drama and speech consultant at 
Crosby High School." Cuellar added that her par
ents stressed learning skills and academics early in 
her life. 

"Librarians are educators," Cuellar empha
sized. This is one of the many reasons she chose 
to pursue a career as librarian. 

2 special GED students earn awards 
love my work," Mendoza said "I helo the customers and 
help keep the place clean, but I go h~me so tired" By DAWN LAURSEN 

Assistant Editor 

Our community can be proud of the consistent effort 
and hard work that our mentally handicapped students 
here at College of the Mainland have made in an effort to 
become participating citizens of the United States. 

Karl Socha and Er
linda Mendoza were re
warded for their efforts 
with the Disabled Work
er of the Year banquet 
Oct. 29. Both students 
are taught language 
skills by COM adult 
basic education instruc
tor Janice Gednalske. 
They were previous stu
dents of ABE instructor 
John Lenes, who taught 
them math. 

Socha was the first Karl Socha 
recipient of the award given by the Vocational Placement 
Services, a state agency. Socha was awarded $1,000 and 
a plaque. 

"I was first at last," stated Socha, who has worked 
for ~e past four years at Exxon USA in Texas City. So
cha 1s currently working on his General Equivalency Di
ploma at COM. 

Mendoza, who also is working on her GED at COM 
received a plaque in honor of her two years of service at 
the Marriot Hotel at the Space Center in Webster. "I 

Currently Mendoza is working enthusiastically on 
her reading and writing skills and she is glad of the op
portunity to improve herself. Her goal is to "get my 
GED like everybody else." She added, "I want to be 
somebody, like everybody else." 

According to Shirley Terrill, executive director of 
Vocational Services in Galveston, the banquet was held 
in an effort to enlighten the community, as well as the 
employers, and to demonstrate· that people with disabili
ties can be self-supporting, as are Socha and Mendoza, 
who both live in Dickinson. 

Other students working on GEDs in Gednalske's 
class while employed in this area include: Tully Hill, 
23, who has worked with Wal-Mart at Mainland Cross
ing for the past four years; Shirley Bradford, 58, who is 
working at Hastings 
Video in Texas City; and 
Lupita Ornelas, 68, who 
has worked for the past 
25 years in the Texas 
City schools. 

These students said 
they all enjoy Gednals
ke' s instruction, and 
Gednalske said she is 
proud of each of them 
and enjoys working with 
them. 

The banquet was 
held at the Holiday Inn 
Hotel in Galveston. Erlinda Mendoza 

Men, women involved in · abuse need aid 
By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

Editor's note: This is the final part of a three-part ser
ies dealing with domestic violence. This part explores 
why men justify abuse and women accept it, and the 
help that is available for abused women. 

The most important point to remember in domestic 
violence is that both the victi_m and abuser need help. 
The victim is trapped in a world of violence because she 
sees no escape or does not want to seek escape for fear of 
her life. The abuser, on the other hand, also is trapped in 
a world of violence because he does not know how to 
deal properly with his anger. 

His side 
According to Trudy S. Moore's article, "O. J. Simp

son's Case Brings New Focus on Abuse of Women" in 
the July 18 issue of Jet, men need to learn appropriate 
ways to handle their problems rather than abuse the 
women in their lives. "There is never any excuse for 
abuse or murder," Moore explains. "Men can walk away. 
They don't have to stay in a situation until they are com
pletely out of control." 

According to "Patterns of Abuse" in the July 4 issue 
,of Newsweek, the best way to deal with domestic abuse 
is to counsel each member of the relationship separately 
so that the man can take full responsibilty for the situa
tion and the woman does not feel that if she changes the 
abuse will no longer happen. 

In "Patterns of Abuse" New York psychologist Mat
thew Campbell, who runs a treatment program in Suf
folk County, is quoted as saying: "The man has to take 
full responsibility. He has to learn to say, I can leave. I 
can express upset But I cannot be abusive." 

Abusive men need to learn how to manage their an
ger through counseling or sessions such as the ones of
fered at Pivot Project, which is a private and non-'profit 
counseling agency in Houston. Pivot Project deals with 

domestic violence in a different way. Participants recount 
the past week's conflicts and as each man tells his story, 
his peers offer criticism of his actions. Thi~ way men 
can learn why their way is not always the right way. 

According to "Patterns of Abuse" researchers also 
are looking into using drug treatment as a tool to curb
ing some men's aggressiveness. Prozac-type antidepress
ants enhance a brain chemical called serotonin which les
sens aggressiveness in males. 

However, neither counseling nor drug treatment is a 
cure-all for the problems of domestic violence. Campbell 
explains: "We need psychological services. But services 
mean nothing without sanctions. Men need to know that 
if they don't change, they'll go to jail." 

In "Patterns of Abuse" Dr. Roland Maiuro, director 
of the Harborview Ang_er Management and Domestic Vi
olence Program in Seattle, Wash., notes that some men 
simply become more bitter and, in tum, more dangerous 
after they're arrested. Dr. Maiuro says, "Until treatment 
becomes a surer science, keeping those men behind bars 
may be the best way to keep their victims alive." 

Her side 
According to the article "He's Going to Kill Me" in 

the September issu~ of Glamour, the most dangerous 
thing a woman can do is leave her abuser because her 
leaving sends signals to the abuser that he is no longer 
in control of the situation. For this reason many women 
stay in abusive relationships and do not seek assistance. 
It is not until the abusive situation reaches the point of 
the abuser threatening to t,tlce the children, if the victim 
leaves, that the victim takes action. This is often deadly 
for the victim or the abuser. According to "He's Going 
to Kill Me," about one third of the women in prison for 
homicide have killed their male partners. Women often 
kill their partners for reasons different from those of 
men. Women kill because of fear or as a last resort; men 
kill because of an escalation of violence. 

See Hotlines Page 5 
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InterCOM students reininisce about Christmas~s past 
Kittens hann\1 terrors likethesubstitutetruckhegotme. Thatmademefeela Unconditional .love r I:" J little bet~r. 

Last year I was faced with a dilemma I now know 
will linger for years to come: whether or not to decorate 
a Christmas tree for the holiday season. I'm quite a per
fectionist when it comes to how my Christmas tree 
looks. All the lights, ornaments and bows have to bear
ranged perfectly. However, last year I encountered a prob
lem that I never had faced before -- a kitten. 

That November I adopted a 6-month-old kitten from 
the SPCA. The Christmas tree, with its shiny glass or
naments, bright lights and colorful bows, proved irresis
tible to my kitten, Morphine. She chewed on the branch
es, pulled down the lights and shattered the majority of 
the ornaments well before the holiday season was under
way. Despite scolding or streaming water from a water 
gun at her, Morphine could not resist the tree which sat 
in its comer beckoning my weak-willed kitten the mo
ment I was out of sight. 

One year later I'm searching for ornaments to replace 
the broken ones and a way to cat-proof my Christmas 
tree. Hopefully, I'll succeed because even though Mor
phine is a year older, she has a new friend, a 7-week old 
kitten named Harley, who is much more mischievous 
and curious. I already can tell I'll have my hands full this 
year, but unfortunately they won't be full of gifts. 

-by Amy Taft 

Swindled by Santa? 
When I was in the second grade, the monster truck 

Bigfoot was really popular with kids in my class. Noth
ing would have made me happier than getting one of 
those battery-operated toy trucks for Christmas. 

qn Christmas Eve, I kept dreaming about playing 
with my Bigfoot on the sidewalk the next day. I could 
hardly wait or sleep. The next morning, I dashed into the 
living room and began digging through the presents. Af
ter a few minutes of searching, I grew impatient. 

"Where's my Bigfoot?" I asked. My parents' silence 
said it all: I wasn't getting one. 

I went back to bed and pulled the covers over my 
head. What was the point of opening anything else? San
ta had let me down. My parents came in and persuaded 
me to look at my stocking, but I was still too hurt. I fi
nally looked inside and found a note from Santa, explain
ing that he had run out of Bigfoots but hoped I would 

-~ 

It wasn't until years later that I realized how much 
my parents went through to find that truck. Now I see 
that Christmas in a different light. 

-by Brad Stevenson 

Joyful carolers 
From the window we watched as the the snow came 

drifting down and engulfed our little house in the valley 
of Raton, N.M. The mountains were illuminated with 
Mother Nature's soft white coat. 

It was Christmas Eve and this was our first Christ
mas away from our family. Our daughters, 10 and 14, 
didn't seem to mind; they were too busy gazing at the 
beauty of the new-fallen snow. Then suddenly our front 
porch sprang to life as a group of young people sang jol
ly Christmas carols. Homemade cookies and hot choco
late soon warmed the carolers. Then, out the door they 
went joined by two more merry young carolers. 

-by Barbara E. Lewis 

Santa lives 
It was Christmas Eve and my mother and I were 

wortqng very hard to prepare everything for Santa 
Claus's arrival. I was just old enough to question the ru
mors I'd been hearing that Santa was not real. I guess I 
figured it was best to be on the safe side, and went along 
with Mom's plans for cookies and milk. A few presents 
were already under the tree, all wrapped in shiny red pa
per. 

I went to bed skeptical. When I awoke I found 
presents everywhere wrapped in green tissue paper. Right 
then I knew--ienta was real. We didn't have any green pa
per. 

I remember the relief and joy I felt that morning 
knowing for sure, Santa was real. 

-by Jessamyn Denney 

Twilight snow 
Floating past the windows warm with the glow of light 

come tender flakes, drifting gently to the ground: 
Whispers of winter, fine and beautiful, 

blankets the ground with the pureness of snow. 

-by Dawn Laursen 

Hotlines available to abused women 
Continued from Page 4----------

To avoid having to live with a consequence that will 
haunt them the rest of their lives or that will end their 
lives, abused women need to seek outside assistance. 

According to "Patterns of Abuse," women's groups 
are lobbying nationally for the $1.8 million Violence 
Against Women Act which would set up a national hot
line, provide police training, toughen penalties and aid 
shelters and prevention programs. Mimi Rose, chief of 
the Family Violence and Assault Unit at the Philadel
phia District Attorney's Office, is quoted as saying: "We 
need to rethink what we're doing. Prosecution isn't a pa
nacea. It's a tourniquet. We put it on when there is an 
emergency and we keep it on as long as necessary. But 
the question is, then what?" 

Where to gef help 
The Houston Area Women's Center offers help, 

such as counseling for battered women and their fami
lies; accompanying vic.tims to hospitals, police and 
court proceedings; and helping victims obtain financial, ' 
legal, transportation, housing and employment_ services. 

The Houston Women's Center lists several things 
that are important to remember when leaving a situation 
in which family violence is a problem: 

1. Keep all important papers or copies of birth cer
tificates, social security cards and drivers license in one 
place. 

2. Get a copy of your house, car or other important 
keys. 

3. Pack basic clothing for yourself and children. 
4. Take with you important papers, clothes and 

medications or leave them with a friend or in a safe 
place. 

For more information about the services the Hous
ton Area Women Center offers, call (713) 528-6798. To 
seek help because of abusive relationships call the Hous
ton hotline for information, refferals and shelter intake at 
(713) 528-2121. 

For information about shelters in Galveston County 
or for the 24-hour Crisis Hotline call Galveston, (409) 
765-SAFE; Texas City, (409) 948-HELP; Sante Fe/ 
Hitchcock, (409) 925-HELP; League City, (713) 332-
HELP or Crystal Beach, (409) 684-(i(j()l. 

The most important memory I could ever have of 
Christmas is a priceless gift that I once received. This 
gift is love, but not just any type of love, it is perfect 
love, unconditional love, love that has no end. 

This gift brings me inner peace that surpasses all 
understanding. It brings me comfort when I fail, and it 
continues to grow even when I don't deserve it 

This gift was reserved for me when Jesus Christ was 
born many, many years ago. Christmas is a time to cele
brate that birth because it is by his grace and his love 
that I am the person who I am. 

For me there is no greater love. No material posses
sion could ever take the place of the gift of love that he 
gives to me. . 

Merry Christmas to all. 

-by Liz Caddell 

Grandpa's secret 
When I was about 4 or 5 years old my parents, as 

most parents, tried to persuade their children to believe 
in Santa Claus. My grandfather played Santa Claus for 
many years and my brother, sister and I weren't supposed 
to know. 

Christmas Eve my mother got my grandpa to drive 
to our house dressed like Santa. She sent my dad out 
with my brother, sister and me to look at lights so we 
wouldn't see my ~dpa arrive. I was very suspicious, 
but my younger brother and sister didn't have a clue. 
While my dad was driving arqund, we passed a Santa 
Claus driving my grandpa's car. My dad denied seeing 
anything, but I knew something was up. 

My dad took his time going back home. When we 
arrived my grandpa's car was nowhere in sight, but he 
was inside dressed like Santa. He said he was real and 
that he'd take all his presents back to the North Pole if 
we didn't believe. My parents created some sort of dis
traction in another room to let my grandpa slip out the 
front door and then said he went up the chimney. 

A year later, I was visiting my grandparents' home. 
I walked past my grandpa's bedroon1 and saw him stand
ing in his Santa suit holding his white whiskers in his 
hand. He saw me standing there looking in and ex
claimed nervously, "Get outta here boy!" 

-by Carl Owens 

COM Library employees decorate the library Christmas 
tree Nov. 30. Pictured from left: Student assistant 
Rodney Kimble and Library Team members Tillie 
Henson, Tracey Cuellar, Holly Davis and Ann Howard. 

(Photo by Gina Castro) 

' -
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Healthy relationships 
produced by sharing 
By LIZ CADDELL 
Starr Reporter 

James Shippy, director of College of the Mainland 
Student Services, opened his hour-long lecture on Atti
tude Adjusbnent Oct. 20 in the Student Center by telling 
the 23-member audience that a positive attitude is impor
tant because life is a learning experience and a failure 
should not stop a person from continuing to try to be 
successful. He pointed to the life <}f Abraham Lincoln 
who didn't allow numerous failures in his personal life 
to stop him from becoming the 14th president of the 
United States. 

Shippy explained that a lot of people suffer from 
what he calls PLOM (poor little old me syndrome). 
Blaming someone else for his feelings removes the re
sponsibility each person must take for his own feelings. 
Shippy emphasized that although people are products of 
their environments, each person has the ability to .make 
his own choices in life. 

To be successful in life, Shippy said motivation, 
discipline and attitude are key factors. However, many 
people allow fear to short-circuit them before they even 
attempt to become successful. 

In terms of relationships, Shippy discussed how 
Hollywood celebrities, fairy tales, romance novels and 
movies tend to dictate what the right relationship is and 
that many individuals seek happiness by trying to find 
the right relationship. An important step in choosing the 
right relationship is one that many people bypass. Ship
py stated that a healthy relationship comes from sharing 
experiences, good and bad. Also getting to know one an
other by discovering one another's characteristics helps 
the couple to become mature adults together. 

Shippy said: "Make promises to yourself. Promise 
to be too happy to worry, too noble for anger, too 
strong for fear, too cheerful to pennit the presence of 
trouble." 

In addition to high self-esteem, high self-concept 
can help anyone to handle negativity. Shippy also re
minded the audience that "although there is no insurance 
for a broken heart, the only protection you have against 
one is yourself." 

The winners in COM's 18th Annual Turkey Trot held Nov.19 are from left: Diony Grubb, 2nd place in the 1~mile 
overall; Jennifer C~per, 1st place in the 1-mile overall; Sonny Hyare, 2nd place in .the 1-mile overall; Leno Rios, 
1st place in the 1-mile overall; Rebecca Griffice, 1st place in the children's 1/4-mile race; and Casey Martinez also 
1st in the children's 1/4-mile race. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

~un run proinotes .health awareness 
By AMY BERGERON 
Starr Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities 
Board sponsored the 18th Annual Turkey Trot in the 
COM gym Nov. 19. 

According to Tammy Stafford, program assistant for 
Recreational Programs, a little more than 200 people 
participated in the fun walk. The Turkey Trot is an annu
al event 

"The main purpose of the Turkey Trot is to encour
age people to be concerned about their health," said Mar
yann Urick, director of Recreational Programs at COM. 
"Sometimes coming out to an event like this can be mo
tivating." 

Th~ trot consisted of four ra~es including the 1/4-

mile, I-mile, 3-mile and 6-mile run. Children under 10 
competed in the 1/4-mile run. 

Winners in the children's event were Casey Martinez 
of Alvin and Rebecca Griffice of Galveston. Martinez is 
no stranger to the Turkey Trot, he also won first place 
on ~e 1/4-mile track last year. 

First place winners in the I -mile overall were Leno 
Rios and Jennifer Casper. Second place went to Sonny 
Hyare and Diony Grubb. 

In the 3-mile overall, first place went to Tony 
Yoakum and Danielle Schaeffer. Second place winners 
were Eric Reichle and Amy Williams. 

The winners for the 6-mile overall were Bob Wolfe 
and Mallori Gibson with Will Lindgren and Joelyne Van 
Der Togt coming in second place. 

College emphasizes 
campuswide recycling 
By RICHARD MOORE 
Staff Reporter 

"Did you know i~ only takes 17 cans to .make one 
pound of aluminum?" asked Karen Eads, College of the 
Mainland records management clerk. ''Recycling one alu
minum can saves enough energy to run a TV for three 
hours." 

In an effort to $:!OOperate with the CLEAN TEXAS 
2000 goal, which is an attempt to cut in half the amount 
of trash sent to landfills by the year 2000, COM has 
placed big, round blue receptacles marked 'Cans Only' 
around campus in the snack rooms or close to beverage 
machines. '!We would like 4> encourage students, faculty 
and the staff to recycle their paper and to use the recepta
cles for their cans," Eads said referring to COM's plan to 
increase.recycling awareness on campus. 

This greater effort to recycle and to encourage recy
cling is a cooperative endeavor of COM President Larry 
L. Stanley, Bob Kostelecky, director of COM Physical 
Plant and Eads. 

Bookstore employees model new COM short ·sets and sweatshirts now available for Christmas purchases. Posing 
from left: Larry Edwards, student assistant; Bobbie Rodgers; Ryan Woodall, student assistant; Mary Ellen·Grove, 
secretary; and Judy Hudson. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

"COM won't receive money for the recycling, but 
the recycling company employs handicapped people who 
will reap benefits from the recycling, as will everyone, 
since we will be taking care of our environment," Eads 
said. 

' 



Board votes for 'bare bones' elevator 
Continued from Page 1--------
year. COM President Larry L. Stanley said certain 
revenues had not yet been posted, but when they 
are, the projected deficit will be eliminated. He 
stressed the Jai:mary financial report will provide a 
clearer view of the college's financial picture. 

AMOCO spokesman Dale Cummings justi
fied the abatement saying that the paraxylene unit 
would ·provide 695 temporary construction jobs 
during the 18-month construction period, create 
nine new positions and preserve 22 others that al
ready exist. The official also said AMOCO needs 
the tax break for the company to be competitive. 

Texas City Mayor Chuck Doyle asked the 
Board to approve the abatement to make the local 
tax picture attractive to other industries. 

COM's history professor Larry Smith was the 
only speaker against the tax abatement. 

Smith said creating tax loopholes for huge 
multinational corporations hurts the average tax
payer including small businesses, homeowners and 
students. Smith said it amounts to "taking from 
the middle class and giving to the rich." Smith 

called this "Robin Hood in reverse" and said it 
could cause a reduction of services at COM. 

When asked by the Board if the company had 
plans to use COM for any training at the new 
unit, Cummings said that at the pr~sent time no 
negotiations were underway. However, he did 
stress that the company always looks to COM for 
assistance in education and training and gave as an 
example the New Process Technology Program at 
COM. 

The new unit is a joint venture of AMOCO 
Chemical Co. and AMOCO Oil Co. and will use 
an existing refinery unit that has been idle for 
some time. It will be reconstructed to produce 570 
million pounds ofparaxylene a year. 

Capital improvements approved included the 
purchase of office supplies and the construction of 
a "bare-bones" elevator for the Student Ceriter. 

Also, unanimous approval was given for the 
purchase of merchandizing showcases for the COM 
Bookstore. The fixtures will compare favorably 
with the showcases in a local department store, 
said Bob Kostelecky, director of Physical Plant. 

Students unaware of parking restrictions 
Continued from Page 1-----------
while a student attends college. 

One parent who will be affected by the loss of funds 
and may have to defer her education is COM student 
Kimberly Hawkins. "Without skills I cannot get a decent 
paying job," Hawkins said, adding that for many the 
dream of obtaining an education may be just that, a 
dream. 

Other issues and problems voiced at the meeting in
volved parking tickets for parking violations. Students 
sai<tthey were imaware of parking restrictions and felt 
that COM police have not clarified parking restrictions 
with signs visible to everyone. SAB member Alan Col
lins suggested COM police conduct a meeting in con- . 
junction with New Student Orientation to inform stu-

A Day Without Art 
Continued from Page ._ _________ _ 

mitted through sexual intimacy, or dirty syringes or 
needles shared by drug users. It may also be transmitted 
through tainted blood in a blood transfusfon, or at birth 
by an infected mother. 

At the conclusion of the reading everyone joined 
hands for a moment, as a sign of unity. 

"I felt the participatory reading was a very moving 
experience and I would like to see it continue each year 
in memory of those who have had AIDS," MarsHall 
said 

Music recital set Jan. 31 
John Wolfskill and Dr. Maritza Mascarenhas, Col

lege of the Mainland music faculty members, will per
form a woodwinds and piano recital Tuesday, Jan. 31, at 
12:30 in the Fine Arts recital hall, Room F-117. Wolfs
lcill and Dr. Mascarenhas will perform classical melodies 
and technically ornate solos of the French A vante Garde 
Impressionistic Era. 

The recital is free and open to all members of the 
community. 

Wolfskill teaches woodwinds, such as flute an saxo
phone and Dr. Mascarenhas teaches piano. 

Their performance will include: Claude Debussy's 

dents what the parking restrictions are. 
SAB sponsor Maryann Urick focused on the issue of 

emergency vehicles blocking Lot C for several hours for 
training purposes recently this semester. 

Dean Bass also said he had reviewed the issue of the 
condition of parking areas in lots C and D, as well as 
smoking violations, voiced at the Sept. 29 meeting, but 
had no concrete solutions at the present. 

Dean Bass reminded students that an open door poli
cy exists at COM and that they are welcome to come to 
his office at any time to address their concerns. 

For additional information contact Terrilynn Rotra
mel, Dean Bass's secretary, at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 229, or Sharon Gordy, Dean Pope's sec
retary, at Ext. 262 or 261. 

COM Jazz Combo 
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Early registration 
saves students time 
Continued from Page 1-----------

This registration process required the students to 
make two trips: one, to the adviser and one to the Ad
ministration Building at early registration. The first trip 
was at the convenience of the student and the second one 
at any time during the two-day early registration. 

On Nov. 28 at 9 a.m. the lines were long, but by 
10 a.m. the waiting lines had diminished to an average 
of about four. The students seemed to enjoy the new pro
cedure because it decreased registration time. 

Liz Caddell, a student registering the second day, 
said, "I was through registering in 10 minutes." Student 
.Dawn Laursen enthusiastically stated, "I was able to reg
ister in just a few minutes even though the lines were 
long in the beginning." A total of 1,575 students out of 
a 4,013 student enrollment, the official 12th class day of 
the semester count, registered early. 

At the regular registration, Jan. 4, and late registra~ 
tion, Jan. 5, the remaining students will follow the same 
procedure with advisement during the last week of the 
fall semester and from Jan. 2 through Jan. 5. 

COM e~ll~IP~PsJail: ~I i r 
_die::e::~:s~~~~~=~~I 
molid Fitzgenild.i~!.~eSuperi~ November 1~il?~ \ 

.-lbelheater9ff~s.a free preview night prior lg · 

opening night f~ each production~ .·.· . ·•···••··········· . For fldditip11™ i~fqnnation or to ppWJi~ < 
tickets call (4{)9) ~3$~1211 or (713) 28q,--3~h .· 

··•·. exi •. 3;45/ ic 

"La fille aux cheveux de lin" for flute and piano; "Petite The COM Jazz Combo gives many performances every year on and off campus. First row from left: Stephen 
Piece" by Quet, for clarinet and piano; "a Caprice" by Lopez,guitar; Rodney Eng~lbosch, piano; Atsushi Osada, bass. Back row from left: Sparky Koerner, trumpet; 
Bonneau, saxophone solo; and the "Concertino da Came- Matt Westmoreland, bass; and Ramiro Soto, tenor-saxophone. Not pictured, Eric Thompson, drums; and 

if~io. ~ If ~i~i~ ~ ~ ,r ~ iyi~;m) 
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What's Happening 
Foster children's party 
to fulfill wishes Dec. 15 

For happy holidays know alcohol's effects 
By BRAD STEVENSON 
Starr Reporter 

This Christmas sbldents, friends and faculty of Col
lege of the Mainland have a chance to make some chil
dren's holiday a little brighter. 

The Student Government, along with campus stu-
' dent organizations and coordinator Stephanie Brown, will 
present the second annual Christmas Party for Foster 
Children of Galveston County Thursday, Dec. 15. The 
party, to be held in the Student Ceh r from 6:30 p.m. 
to 9:30 p.m., will feature a choir, sing-alongs, clowns, 
bag decorating and gift giving from Santa Claus. 

"We are definitely in need of volunteers for the par
ty," Brown said. "I'm encouraging people to contact me 
if they are interested in volunteering or making dona
tions, either monetary or non-monetary." 

Brown also noted that "donations for party favors, 
wrapping paper, and snacks are still needed," along with 
"cash for buying gifts for additional children that arrive 
between Dec. 1 and Dec. 15." 

According to Brown, more than 180 children are in 
foster care in Galveston County, and that number could 
increase by Dec. 15. "The number usually increases rap
idly before Christmas," she said. 

By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Starr Reporter 

Kathie Rickman, a registered nurse and chemi
cal dependency counselor, was invited by College 
of the Mainland to lecture about substance abuse 
on Drug and Alcohol Awareness Day observed at 
COM Oct. 27. 

Substance abuse, according to a report pub
lished last year by Brandeis University in Walt
ham, Mass., is the No. 1 public health problem in 
this country. Rickman explained that at this time 
more people use, abuse and are addicted to alcohol, 
tobacco, prescription medication and illegal sub
stances than ever before in our history. 

Effects or alcohol 
Regarding the list of highly aQused substanc

es, alcohol ranks No. 8 and is probably the most 
abused legal substance next to nicotine, Rickman 
said. The younger a person is when he starts using 
a substance, the sooner he becomes addicted and 
builds up a tolerance. Alcohol affects women more 
quickly than men because of_ their smaller body 
size. 

Rickman said she has tried to explain to 
young people that a quart of Jack Daniels whiskey 
is a bottle of brown liquid; subtract the carmel col
oring and it is a bottle of clear liquid; take the wa-

ter out and it has the same effect as ether has on 
the brain: It puts the brain to sleep. 

Tips for holiday parties 
During the holiday season there will be a lot 

of parties with excessive use of alcohol. If you 
plan to drink, the American Health Magazine/ 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving suggests: Eat at 
least 15 minutes prior to drinking. The food in 
your stomach will act as a sponge and slow alco
hol absorption. 

You can dilute the alcohol by adding water or 
ice to your drink. Sip your drinks and pace them to 
no more than one an hour. If you consume alcohol 
too quickly, your body can't metabolize the alco
hol and you will become intoxicated. 

If you are planning a party, provide a ride or 
make sleeping arrangements for your alcohol
drinking guests. Serve food with the drinks and 
close _the bar one hour before the party is over; 
then serve coffee. Because one-dlird of the adult 
population chooses not to drink alcohol at all, 
make available non-alcoholic drinks, such as tea, 
coffee, fruit juices, soft drinks and non-alcoholic 
punches. Remember that eating salty foods in
creases drinking, so make sure you serve non
salted crackers. Also, foods such as bread and 
cheese act as buffers for alcoholic beverages. 

More than 100 foster children will attend the party 
and receive the gift they ask for from Santa. The coordi
nators have approximately 100 to 150 sponsors who 
bought the gifts. "We receive a Christmas wish list, and 
from that we either purchase the gifts, bring wrapped 
gifts, or (use) donated money," Brown said, explaining 
how the sponsoring process works. "The main purpose 
is to fulfill the (children's) wishes." 

Spring ·registration set for Jan. 4, 5 

Although the deadline for sponsoring a child was 
Dec. 1, the coordinators are emphasizing that they still 
need volunteers for the party and donations for food and 
other party accessories by Dec. 15. 

Credit registration for the College of the Mainland 
spring semester is set for Wednesday, Jan. 4. All new 
students or those who did not attend a class in the fall se
mester must have met COM's admission requirements 
by Dec. 8. Any new student who has not met the admis
sions deadline will be charged a late fee, and cannot reg
ister until late regisitration Jan. 5. "We appreciate gifts from anyone," said Student 

Support Services Director James Shippy. "There's al
ways somebody needy out there." 

Reblming students may register during regular regis
tration Jan. 4. A late fee will be assessed for late regis
tration Jan. 5. For more information contact Brown at (409) 925-

8507. Shippy may also be reached at (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, at Exts. 297/413. 

All students must comply with the new registration 
requiremenlS by naeetin2 with an adviser and completing 

SEE YOUR 
WORDS IN 
BLACK AND 
WHITE 

Do words flow easily from 
your mind to paper? Do you 
have printer's ink in your 

veins? Would you 
like to see 

How about becoming a bylined Lowery may be reached at (409) 
writer for your college newspaper? 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991 , Ext. 

314. 
Enroll in COMM 1307 (Wrtting 

for the Mass Media), College of the 
Mainland's beginner journalism 
course, and become a staff 

Enrollment in either course must 
be accompanied by the 

~ production lab, COMM 
·' 1129, which meets member of the InterCOM, , .. 

the award-winning ., ... _1 ...-'''e,O'f..'f 
campus paper. \'.'."""--11ttc~. fi; . 

Monday and Wednesday 
afternoons for 80 

Whether you have 
journalism expelience 
or not, the InterCOM 
staff is the place for 
you. If you like to write 
or think you would, 
you'll get a wide array of 
expelience, including 
straight news, features, 
opinions, movie, book, 

~-~..-,\""~· 

concert or play reviews, and in
depth reports of your choice. You 
can also get involved as a 
photographer or illustrator. 

.;;.:.i'-. minute~, at your 
.. -· -· converuence. .,, 

COMM 1307 
meets Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 

.. p.m. COMM 2305 
__ ,, meets Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 

11 a.m. to 1 :50 p,m, Note: These 
are new days and times. 

your ideas in 
black and 
white? As an InterCOM staff member 

you get hands-on expelience in 
the publishing of a newspaper, 

.. -.-'!!'!"I!~- 1 from the beginning ideas to the· 

As a member of InterCOM you'll 
meet many people of diversified 
interests and backgrounds, and 
you'll have your finger on the pulse 
of the college, 

paper hot off the press! 

If you have some journalism 
expelience, you may qualify to 
enroll in COMM 2305 (Copy Edlting 
and Production) with the 
instructor's approval, Astrid H. 

ENROLL NOW 

lnlerCOM 
NO GRAY AREA HERE 

an Adviser Authorization for Registration form in order 
to obtain the Permission to Register form. Students may 
pick up the AAR form in the Adminissions Office in the 
Administration Building or from their adviser. Anyone 
wishing to meet with an adviser before registration may 
do so from now to the end of the semester or beginning 
with Jan. 2, when the college reopens (COM will be 
closed for the Christmas holidays Dec. 19 through Jan. 
1). 

Credit classes for the spring semester will begin 
Saturday, Jan. 7. Credit schedule changes (drops and 
adds) will be Jan. 9 and 10. 

Pre-law advice at UHCL 
By DAWN LAURSEN 
Assistant Editor 

Students interested in pursuing a degree in law en
forcement or in literature, history, or media studies at 
University of Houston Clear Lake, need to be aware of 
changes in previous course requirements. 

Last year the UHCL school of Human Sciences and 
Humanities established a pre-law track toward a humani
ties degree that allows sbldents to focus more heavily on 
history, philosophy and literablre. 

This track was conceived with the idea of allowing 
pre-law sbldents the fullest extent of courses that teach 
the writing and logical thinking skills required to do well 
on the LSAT (law school application test), and in law 
school itself, according to Dr. David D. Day, a UHCL 
lecblrer in communications and literature, who has been 
appointed the pre-law adviser for human· science and hu
manities }lndergraduates preparing to enter law school. 

Dr. Day graduated in 1984 from the University of 
Houston Law Center and practiced law in Houston prior 
to his return to Rice University in Houston where he re
ceived his doctorate in English. 

College of the Mainland students who plan to enter 
the pre-law track in humanities at UHCL or students 
seeking other humanities degrees may request Dr. Day as 
their academic adviser. He may be contacted by phone at 
(713) 283-3355. 
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The first student body forum of the spring semester was held Feb. 9. Participating from 1:ft are Dr. Don~l~ ~
Bass dean of Instruction and Student Development; Dr. William D. Spillar; Idris M. Shaak, Student Activities 
noar'd member; Marya n U ·ck, SAB spo , and D . H nr; D. PO';>e, ~-can f Con ge a d Financial ~crvic:s. 

(Photo by Make Males) 

See Danish gymnasts 
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TIPA Award-winner 

Daycare, food service 
addressed at forum 
By JESSAMYN DENNEY 
Staff Reporter 

The first College of the Mainland student body for
wn of the spring semester focused on the COM daycare 
funding problem left unresolved in December, the unsat
isfactory cafeteria service and the Student Government 
formed last semester. The meeting was held in the 
Leaming Resources Center Auditorium Feb. 9. 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 
Development, discussed how the COM daycare funding 
problems have been resolved for the spring semester. 
Dr. Bass stated that he and Anthony Hawkins, director 
of Career Planning and Placement, have devised an af
fordable daycare program for parents attending COM. 

Hawkins said, "About 12 childcare providers in the 
College of the Mainland tax district are taking part in a 
reduced rate drop-in daycare program." He' explained 
that COM was able to petition the Texas Higher Educa
tion Coordinating Board for $4,000 additional funds. 
Also the Carl Perkins Funds were amended to create a 

See Students Page 7 

Musical drama, Ten November, stirs emotions . 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

The 729-foot iron freighter, christened the S.S. Ed
mund Fitzgerald, mysteriously vanished into Lake Su
perior on Nov. 10, 1975. This disappearance is once 
again being investigated on stage at College of the 

Redesigned elevator 
• creates easier a~cess 

ByMARCEDOO 
Assistant Editor 

Before construction began on the College of the 
Mainland Student Center elevator during the Christmas 
break, Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of College and Financial 
Services, said the college administration had three goals 
in mind. They wanted a more accessible entrance to the 
elevator for handicapped people, they wanted to enhance 
the entrance to the elevator and they wanted to enhance 
the pavement leading to the Student Center. 

Dr. Pope stressed that the main goal of the recon
struction project is to make the elevator meet the Ameri
can Disabilities Act standards. Unfortunately, because of 
the construction work the front entrance of the Student 
Center is totally inaccessible and the elevator is com
pletely inoperative. 

Dr. Pope said however, he hopes that the construc
tion will be completed by the end of March. 

The dean said he apologizes for the inconvenience 
the construction is causing and urges anyone needing as
sistance in reaching the second floor to go to the Admin
istration Building and ask for help. So far, however, 
there have been no complaints. 

See Elevator Page S 

Mainland's Arena Theatre. The Southwest premier of 
Ten November, written by Steven Dietz, with music and 
lyrics by Eric Bain Peltoniemi opened Jan. 26 and will 
run through Sunday, Feb. 19. 

The somber mood of the musical drama is set from 
the beginning as the captain of the Fitzgerald sends his 
distress message at 3:30 p.m. on Nov. 10. 

One begins to feel the anxiety of the crew as the 
Fitzgerald is informed that the nearest ship, the Arthur 
M. Anderson, is 10 miles away. The Fitzgerald slows its 
engines in order for the other vessel to reach it Soon a 
snow squall obscures the Anderson's visual contact with 

See Freighter Page 7 

COM biology professor honored by TJCTA 
By MELISSA FRANKLIN 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland biology Professor 
Emmeline Dodd has the singular honor of being 
only the fifth person to receive the Texas Junior 
College Teacher Association Distinguished Ser
vice Award. She will receive the award at the gen
eral session of the 48th Annual Convention in Dal
las March 2. 

Dodd's award will honor an unbelievable 27 
years of service to education. 

Over the years Dodd has been extremely ac
tive in TJCT A, having held all the board posi
tions: president, vice president, secretary and 
treasurer. Out of all the organizations Dodd has 
belonged to over the years, she believes this or
ganization has done more for Tdxas educators than 
any of the others. · 

Dodd has been willing to work hard for 
TJCT A and with the award her hard work and 
dedication is being recognized. When she learned 
of her upcoming award, Dodd said she felt "hon
ored and humble." Being selected was, in her 

See Dodd Page 7 

COM biology Professor Emmeline Dodd will be 
presented the prestigious Texas Junior College 
Teacher Association Service Award March 2 in 
Dallas. (Photo by Gina Castro) 
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Pr-esident Larry L. Stanley welcomes COM students to the semi-annual Welcome Back Kickoff sponsored by the 
Student Activities Board in the Student Center Jan 24. The COM Jazz Combo entertains while audience members 
paint. The Art Association provided painting materials. (Photo by Sarah Frye) 

SAB hosts Welcome Back Kickoff 
ByMARCEDOO 
Assistant Editor 

The College of the Mainland Jazz Combo kicked 
off the semi-annual Welcome Back Kickoff, sponsored 
by the Student Activities Board, during College Hour in 
the Student Center Jan. 24. 

The Combo opened with a piece by Elmo Hope, 
"So Nice," and a piece by Dizzy Gillespie, "A Night in 
Tunisia." 

The purpose of the event was to acquaint students 
with SAB officers and to give other COM organizations 
the opportunity to give information about meeting times 
and the events and activities they sponsor. 

~Inter COM 

During the Kickoff SAB members handed out fliers 
and COM Discount Cards, which are free, and allow stu
dents reduced prices at participating establishments. 
This card is available at the front desk of the gym. 

The SAB also provided free soft drinks for the at
tendees. 

COM President Larry L. Stanley introduced repre
sentatives from organizations such as Phi Theta Kappa, 
the Christian club, the Show Choir, the men's soccer 
team, the softball club and the Art Association. 

Club representatives told the students of criteria 
necessary to join an organization, such as the 3.6 grade 
point average requirement to become a member of PTK. 

The Art Association had a painting party during the 
Kickoff and invited audience members to the front of the 
stage to paint during the Jazz Combo performance. 

At the conclusion of the Kickoff, the Art Associa
tion hung the 3 feet tall by 6 feet wide painting in the 
Student Center. 

Presidents ·oay: 
More than day off 

Mike 
Miles 

So many people only see Presidents Day as one 
more federal holiday. Most think of it as nothing more 
than George Washington's birthday (Feb. 22). Few 
would even know that Abraham Lincoln's birthday (Feb. 
20) is also honored. Technically, on Presidents Day, 
Feb. 20, we observe the birthdays of two of our coun
try's greatest men. 

Much was put into the making of the office of presi
dent. In 1787 when George Washington presided over 
the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, many 
would have been content with an American monarchy, 
with Washington as king. However, our founding fathers 
had other plans, as did Washington. They agreed there 
should be one president, elected by the people, who 
could serve only four years at a time. The power of the 
office would not be absolute. There would be a compre
hensive system of checks and baiances designed to keep 
the president from becoming a king. 

More than 200 years later, the office remains one 
step away from royalty. Every word the president utters 
is news to America. The White House has become our 
Buckingham Palace and the first families have become 
our royals. Many of these families come to feel like part 
of our own. We have wept during their tragedies and re
joiced during their successes. Never has a society 
mourned as America did when President Kennedy was 
killed. Never has a nation cheered as when President 
Johnson gave the hand of his oldest daughter to a Ma
rine captain. Even presidential pets have risen to nation
al attention. Socks, the first cat, receives mail regularly 
and is even featured in Outland, a daily syndicated car
toon. 

So on this day of celebrating the lives of men who 
have steered the course of our nation, we should pause 
in gratitude. Rather than enjoying the holiday or com
plaining about the banks being closed, we can be proud 
of an office which has only been loosely copied abroad, 
and the unique men who have helped make that office 
what it is. While they have created controversy and even 
contempt, they have seldom failed to gain our respect. 

Managing Editor 

Assistant Editor 
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By JESSAMYN DENNEY 
Staff Reporter 

Although the College of the Mainland Student Art 
Association has been in existence for a number of years, 
last year it was rejuvenated with a new adviser, COM 
ceramics Professor Betty Polifka. 

"I volunteered because I enjoy the students," Polifka 
said "It's nice to have a group that can share interests, 
help each other solve problems and give support. The 
students have an opportunity to share ideas and get to 
know each other." 

The first act of the resurrected organization was tt"t 
elect officers, and then to plan the club's first event held 
Nov; 18. The movie, Like Water for Chocolate, was co
sponsored with the COM Amigos. 

"Working with the COM Amigos was a chance to 
present art as multicultural," said Susan Littleton, Art 
Association president. 

The organization sponsors not only a free movie 
once a month, but also participates in various other ac
tivities. For the Chrisbnas Wish Party held Dec. 15 for 

foster children, club members bought presents, made or
naments for each child, and provided a table and materi
als for the children to decorate paper sacks for goodies. 

At the Welcome Back Kickoff held Jan. 24, the Art 
Association set up painting materials and invited stu
dents to help make a painting now displayed in the Stu
dent Center. 

A sculpture workshop was presented by Houston 
stone sculptor Gretchen Weinstein on Jan. 26. It was the 
first in a series of art workshops. 

"It was great to have a workshop to introduce me to 
a medium I had never worked with," said art student 
Cheryl Young. "By the end I really wanted to try work
ing with stone. It was excellent." 

The Art Association is a student-run organization 
with membership open to all students. "Being a member 
in the club is an opportunity to improve leadership skills 
and meet new people," Littleton said. 

The group meets twice a month on Tuesdays from 
12:30 to 1:20 p.m. in the Fine Arts Gallery. For more in

. formation call Polifka at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
3991, Exts. 349/348. Call Littleton at (713) 337-4732. 



Love peaks on 
St. Valentine's Day 

Starry-eyed and lovesick, students are stum
bling around the grounds as if on legs made of 
cooked spaghetti. This usually normal situation 
called love has come ~ a peak. The culprit: St. 
Valentine's Day. 

Forced to buy large, heart-shaped boxes filled 
with candy and being committed or not committed 
to a relationship has thrown everyone who is love
struck into a quandry. The answer to this dilemma: 
Nothing. Love has a way of disabling even the 
most able. While Susan is sitting in her biology 
class thinking about John, John is drooling over 
his English teacher, who in tum is wondering _ 
whether or not she remembered to tum the iron 
off. Cupid has run amok. Sweethearts or sweet 
tarts, that is the question. 

Confused emotions and lightheadedness seem 
to reign as we see the strong become weak and the 
weak become weaker. This sweet and sour situa
tion has hopefully ended with the passing of V
day, and life will go on as usual. However, one 
thing is for certain: Love rules and always will. 

We do have some control over our financial 
situation, our hair color, our jean sizes and grades, 
but the heart has and always will have a mind of 
its own. 

Letter to the Editor 

Student aggravated 
over registration 
Dear Editor: 

I am a College of the Mainland student and have 
been since the fall of 1991. To be honest, my experience 
with the new registration process instituted this semester 
was the worst I have ever had in terms of timeliness. I 
have never had to wait longer than 20 minutes to regis
ter. This time I had to stand in a line with probably more 
than 500 people and was forced to wait for over an hour 
and one half (if I didn't want to pay the extra $10 for a 
late fee) just to have my courses entered in the comput
er. This is ridiculous! 

I work 8 hours a day and do not have time to stand 
around and wait I suggest that COM go back to its orig
inal way of registering its students. 

If COM does not go back to the other way of regis
tration, then they should at least separate the students by 
last names and give them specific times of the day to 
register. 

This registration process has many ways it could be 
revised to better suit the students' needs. I mean isn't that 
what COM is here for? 

Kim Mitchell 

11181: lei. «ie purpost o[ihe Centeri, t.6. "provide .~~ .• 
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O.J. trial becomes media circus 
By MIKE MILES 
Staff Reporter 

Come one, come all to America's latest media cir
cus. Never has our society been better at transmitting in
formation-so far and so fast. The assault is in high gear 
and America can't get enough. 

Circus great P.T. Barnum once said "There's a suck
er born every minute." The minutes have certainly added 
up. Take just one look at the Los Angeles County Court
house as proof. There, in a tense and crowded courtroom 
are all the elements for American media drama 

OJ. Simpson, an American hero, stands accused of 
the brutal murder of his beautiful and glamorous former 
wife, Nicole Brown Simpson, and her friend Ronald 
Goldman. Both sides have their champions. Talented 
and charismatic attorneys jockey for position in an arena 
governed by the wisdom and experience of Judge Lance 
Ito. 

The media blitz created by this most recent trial of 
the century is unequaled. More worldwide press organi
zations are covering the Simpson trial than were in
volved in the Gulf War. Simpson is front page news dai
ly in every major city in the country. 

Every network news program is leading nightly 
with the latest news of the trial. All three of the major 
networks blacked out eight days of daytime program-

ming to broadcast the opening days of the trial. The 
world's only all news network, CNN, is . devoting hun
dreds, possibly thousands of hours to air the trial in its 
entirety. To date, the average American knows more 
about the Simpson trial than he does about Watergate. 

The potential influence of the American media was 
first seen during the 1960 presidential campaign when a 
debate between John F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon 
was televised. While scholars argued the effects of tele
vision on the outcome of that election, a largeJnajority 
watching that debate felt that Kennedy won decisively, 
while those only listening to the radio broadcast felt nei
ther of the candidates outweighed the other. 

More than 30 years later, the media not only manip
ulates America's opinions, but its very lifestyle. The fan
fare surrounding the Simpson trial seems oddly appro
priate as Americans often tend to surround their interests 
with celebratio~. Lately it appears that reality is more in-· 
teresting than fiction. . 

As the drama unfolds on television, the debates in 
the coffee shops, bank lobbies, schools and homes will 
continue. Most agree that the debate over Simpson's 
guilt or innocence will continue long after the trial is 
over. Until then, the T-shirts will be sold and the books 
will be written. America will continue to be entranced 
by the fate of one of her media heroes and it will all be 
seen on television. 

PTK plans actjve spring selllester· 
By SKIP GARWOOD 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Phi Theta Kappa, Sig
ma Delta chapter held two spring semester orientation 
meetings Jan._19 and 21 to acquaint students with the or
ganization. The meetings featured pizza and soft· drinks, 
and a short video of the history of PTK as well as infor
mation about the organization. 

PTK President Ramona Barrera-Mason introduced 
the officers and the two advisers, Leslie Richardson, 
COM math professor, and Kathye Bergin, COM .English 
professor. Richardson explained the criteria needed to be 

. eligible for membership in PTK and participation in the 
organization's activities. 

To be eligible, a student must be currently enrolled 
at COM in at least three credit hours, have a grade point 
average of 3.6 and have accumulated 12 credit hours of 
college level courses at COM. 

PTK activities focus on the development of leader
ship, scholarship, fellowship and community service, ac-

cording to the PTK handbook. 

PTK officers, in addition to the president, include: 
Shelley Chadwick, vice president; Spencer Gould, secre
tary; Darlene Grace, treasurer; Sean Vincent, historian; 
and David L. Shoup, reporter. 

PTK offers each member a long list of benefits, 
privileges and opportunities. During both the fall and 
spring semesters $50 scholarships are awarded to the 
two most active PTK members. A $100 community ser
vice scholarship is awarded to any COM student or citi
zen in the community for public service. 

Today PTK is a strong organization with 950 chap
ters and more than 45,000 students inducted annually. 
The average member's age is 29, yet the ages of PTK 
members range from 18 to 80. 

The next PTK meeting is set for Feb. 18 and will 
run from 8:30 am. to 12:30 p.m. because a leadership 
workshop will be part of the meeting. The workshop is 
open to all students. 

A regular one-hour meeting is set for Feb. 23 at 
12:30p.m. 
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Photographer Earlie Hudnall Jr., on left, explains his photographs during the opening of the COM Art 
Gallery exhibit, Portraits of A Community: African-American Photography in Texas, Feb. 2. The exhibit will 
be on display through Feb. 28. (Photo by Jessamyn Denney) 

Show features black photographers 
By NICOLE TORRES 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Art Gallery 
opened its first show of the spring with Portraits 
of a Community: African American Photography 
in Texas Feb. 2. 

The show which continues through February 
features the work of 16 African-American photog
raphers in Texas many of whom worked or still 
work in the Houston/Galveston area. 

About 50 people attended the opening which 
featured two speakers. 

The curator of the show, Dr. Alan Govenar, 
talked about how he created the display and some 
of the history it represents. Photographer Earlie 
Hudnall Jr. spoke about various aspects of his pho
tographs and explained some of his techniques, 
such as always asking permission before taking an 
individual's picture. 

The exhibit spans from 1920 to the present 
and is a commemoration of the rituals and celebra
tions of the African-American community. 

"The photos in this show are so personal," 

Gallery Director Mona Marshall said, "They give 
a glimpse into a history that was not so long ago, 
but seems like a long time ago. 

"For the most part, their (the photographers') 
work wasn't recognized by the art world and 
would have slipped into obscurity if it wasn't for 
Dr. Govenar getting this collection together," Mar
shall said. 

Three photos, which depict actual lynchings, 
are shrouded black cloth out of respect and to pro
tect viewer's sensitivity. They were chosen to re
flect the brutality African-Americans often were 
subjected to. 

The show, which ends Feb. 28, is in the COM 
Art Gallery located in the Fine Arts Building. Gal
lery hours are Tuesdays and Wednesdays 9 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. and Thursdays 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Other 
times are available by appointment. For an ap
pointment call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, 
Ext. 354. . 

The next art gallery exhibit, featuring the 
work of University of Texas Professor Bogdan 
Perzynski, will open March 23 at 2 p.m. 

Free SAB movie, Forrest Gump, March 24 & 25 
By CAROL BOONE 
Staff Reporter 

Forrest Gump, the blockbuster movie hit of 1994, 
will be shown free in the College of the Mainland Learn
ing Resources Center Auditorium, L-131, at 7 p.m. on 
March 24 and 25. The movie, sponsored by the Student 
Activities Board and funded by student activity fees, is 
free to all in the community. 

The movie stars Tom Hanks as Forrest Gump, a 
slow but sensitive man from Alabama whose life is 
chronicled over several decades of history. Sally Field 
stars as Forrest's mother, a woman who is very influen
tial in his life. 

The movie shows Forrest growing up and becoming 

a man, going to college and becoming a football star, 
and then going to Vietnam and returning a "war hero." 
Forrest, a simple man, unknowingly affects history and 
history unknowingly affects Forrest. 

Forrest also has a love interest and he never forgets 
"his Jenny," his girlfriend from childhood. Thei~ rela
tionship has its ups and downs, but after a series of 
events fove eventually wins out 

The movie is loosely based on the book, Forrest 
Gump, by Winston Groom. Another book by Groom is 
Better Times Than These written in the 1980s. 

Come travel with Forrest Gump and see life and his
tory in a whole new perspective. I think you will enjoy 
every minute of this movie! I did. 

COM hosts party 
for foster children 
By NICOLE TORRES 
Staff Reporter 

Christmas came early for 200 Galveston County 
foster Children as College of the Mainland sponsored its 
second annual Christmas Wish Party Dec. 15 in the Stu
dent Center. 

The party put on by various groups and individuals 
featured a visit by Santa Claus and Mickey Mouse as 
well as food and treats for more ·than 300 guests. 

The Christmas Wish Party is an idea introduced two 
years ago by COM organizations and clubs which made 
up the former Student Advisory Council, now reorga
nized as the Student Government. 

The party gives COM students and employees an 
opportunity to be directly involved ip. a childs Christ
mas. Participants choose area foster children by age, 
gender and wish, and purchase Christmas gifts for them. 

Stephanie Brown, chairwoman for the event, said 
the 1994 Christmas Wish Party was a big production 
and all who helped reached more foster children than 
were reached last year. 

"I got a lot of help from the college, and the faculty 
was great," Brown said. "They'd come up and ask me 
about sponsoring kids." 

Finding sponsors was another dilemma facing 
Brown. "I looked for sponsors anywhere I could. I even 
went door-to-door." More than 160 sponsor (groups and 
individuals) made the Christmas Wish Party a success, 
Brown said. 

The good feeling the children get from the party 
makes all the work planning it worthwhile, Brown said. 
"For a lot of them this is the only Christmas they get, 
and it's nice to make at least one day happy." 

UHD offers students 
English grammar line 
By SKIP GARWOOD 
Staff Reporter 

You're home and about to write that all important 
pass or fail essay when it happens. A major English 
grammar question pops into your mind, and you can't 
quite understand the explanation in your Englisti text
book. What can you do? Whom do you call? Can any
one help? Stop! Don't panic; there is help. 

The Grammar Line of the University of Houston 
Downtown can help solve most, if not all, of your gram
mar and punctuation questions. The.experts at the Gram
mar Line can be reached at (713) 221-8670 weekdays 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. The Grammar Line is availa
ble regularly from September through May, except on 
holidays and during spring break. 

The. UHD Grammar Line began in the late 1970s, 
according to a UHD news release. The Grammar Line is 
answered by members of the university's English faculty 

in their department's Writing Center. About 75 calls 
come in weekly during the fall and spring semesters. 
• Not only do students use the Grammar Line, but 

writers, editors, pWlzle addicts and lawyers among oth
ers, in searching for grammatical truth. Some of the 

• most common questions asked are about commas, sub
ject-verb agreement and spelling. Sometimes, however, 
the questions even leave the grammarians a bit puzzled. 
For instance, "If you end a sentence with Inc., do you 
need another period?" The answer is no you don't 

So don't forget, whether you have a big or a little 
grammar problem, you can call the Grammar Line. You 
might even think about writing the number on the inside 
of"all those textbooks for the courses you know you will 
require an essay sooner or later. 
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Blood drive sets sights 
on reaching new goals 

Elevator to enhance Student Center 

By MELISSA FRANKLIN 
Staff Reporter 

The second day of College of the Mainland's 
spring blood drive, hosted by the Student Activi
ties Board and the Gulf Coast Regional Blood 
Center of Houston, will be Feb. 15 in the Student 
Center from 9 to 3:30 p.m. 

Free T-shirts will be given to anyone who do
nates blood, said Maryann Urick, Student Activi
ties Board sponsor. 

The goal this semester is to have more blood 
donated than ever before. The largest amount of 
blood received was 188 pints in October 1993. 

In order to donate blood you must be 18 or, if 
you are 17, have a parent or guardian's permission. 
You also must weigh at least 110 pounds. 

Forms will be provided at the drive, listing 
blood donor requirements. 

Out of the 118 people who turned out for the 
fall drive only 13 were deferred from donating, 
Urick said. Some of the reasons for not being able 
to donate include taking certain prescription medi
cines or having a tattoo for less than a year. 

"There is a real demand for blood and people 
have the opportunity to give," Urick said. 

Continued from Page_.._ _________ _ 

Director of Adult Basic Education Sandra Evans 
said she is prepared to do "what is needed to accommo
date students" who need to get to the second level of the 
Student Center. (ABE, pre-GED and GED labs moved 
from the Learning Resources Center building to the sec
ond floor of the Student Center at the beginning of the 
spring semester.) 

Both Dr. Pope and Evans emphasized they are will
ing to make arrangements with students and instructors 
who need access to the second level of the Student Cen
ter. They are willing to move classes elsewhere or ar
range special times to meet 

Construction was begun during the Christmas break 
because Dr. Pope wanted to get the "large, more noisy 
construction out of the way." 

In connection with ADA requirements, the entrance 
of the Student Center is undergoing a structural change, 
Dr. Pope said. This change will bring the entrance out 
to be even with the front of the building, making not 
only the building more accessible to handicapped stu
dents, but also making the elevator more accessible. 

Dr. Pope said the college is considering the con
struction of a covered walkway to the Student Center 
from the Administration Building, but at the present 
there are no definite plans. 

The pavement in front of the Student Center will be 
renovated to match planned color scheme of the elevator 
and the other entrances around campus, Dr. Pope said. 

Folk artist Charlie King takes the audience through 450 years of historical events Feb. 3, in the Learning Re
sources Center Auditorium. King gave three performances for COM audiences. (Photo by Mike Miles) 

Illinois union members ask for more local support 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

Three Decatur, Ill., union members spoke to Col
lege of the Mainland political science classes Jan. 11. 

The men were brought to the area by the Oil, Chem
ical and Atomic Workers Union Local 4227, which pro
vided transportation and helped them make contacts. 

COM history Professor Larry Smith introduced the 
speakers saying: "Eugene Debs said one time that labor 
laws are so constructed that the whales can get through, 
but the minnows get caught I think you'll see that we 
have some people here that in that power struggle are 
minnows, but have got the liearts and courage of 
whales." Debs, a strike leader, helped organize unions 
such as the Industrial Workers of the World in 1905. 

Gary Garner, a member of the United Auto Workers 
Local 751, worked for Caterpillar Tractor Co. for 28 
years. Dave Frazier, of the United Rubber Workers Lo-

cal 713, was employed by Bridgestone\Firestone. Royal 
Plankenhom, of the United Paperworkers Local 7837, 
has been locked out of W.E. Staley Manufacturing Co. 
for 18 months. 

The speakers, unemployed due to strikes and lock
outs, wore T-shirts with the word Solidarity inscribed on 
them because all the unions in Decatur have joined to
gether with each other in their fight for a "fair day's pay 
for a fair day's work." 

Plankenhom explained that people have forgotten 
that unions have been instrumental in securing health 
care, a 40-hour week and minimum wages for employ-

ees. 
Solidarity, a united cause, is the cry of the unions ' 

because if the union members in Decatur are defeated, it 
will have an effect on all the other unions in this nation. 

The OCA W in Texas City has joined in the plight of 
the Illinois unions to help enlighten the public about the 
n~ to support union workers. 

The reconstruction or the front entrance and the el
evator or the Student Center should be finished by the 
end of March . The new elevator will meet ADA regu
lations providing handicapped people easier access to 
the second floor of the center. (Photo by Mike Miles) 

Folklorist King sings 
way through history 
ByMARCEDOO 
Assistant Editor 

Armed with only his amazingly powerful voice and 
an acoustic guitar, muscian and folk singer Charlie King 
performed for three different College of the Mainland 
audiences on Feb 3. 

King's 9:30 a.m. performance in the Fine Arts 
Building Recital Hall, F-117, was a "450 year romp 
through American History." The other two performances 
at 12:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. in the Leaming Resource 
Auditorium covered a range of topics from women's is
sues to war and peace to environment/safe energy. 

During his 9:30 performance the folk singer re
counted historical events and sang of the ever-present 
struggles accompanying the events. King went back and 
forth talking and then breaking into song, giving equal 
time to each. None of the songs were King's original ma
terial, but the way he pieced the songs and the stories to
gether was his own. King sang none of the songs in their 

, entirety, but used bits and pieces to underscore the his
torical events he told about. 

King began his 9:30 "romp" with the story of the 
"Negro Spiritualists," slaves who made up songs for oth
er slaves to sing and to give them hope and a way of es
cape. The songs were Christian songs that disguised es
cape routes for African-American slaves. 

King also told of the stuggles of immigrants who 
had to fight against the injustices they encountered in 
this country. 

The major battles of labor unions was another sub
. ject King explored, going from the union's early years to 
today's struggles to keep them going. 

He explained how labor unions were patterned after 
the guilds set up in medieval Europe. King also detailed 
the hardships workers endured creating and running the 
unions, the unfair wages they were paid before unions 
were organized and the blacklisting by employers of the 
known labor union organizers. 

King tried to coax the audience to sing along with 
him during his performance without success; they had 
trouble catching his hidden jokes. However, they indi
cated their enjoyment of his performance by applauding 
at the end. 
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Sports/Campus Life 
COM hosts Danish 
gymnastics team 

By CHUCK CRUSE 
Staff Reporter 

The National Danish Gymnastic Team, on a IO
month world tour visiting Canada, the United States and 
the Philippines, performed their show at the College of 
the Mainland Jan. 24. The team displayed a variety of 
modem rhythmic gymnastics, artistic vaulting, tumbling 
and traditional Danish folk dances in a two-hour show. 
Admission was free to COM students and $2 to the gen
eral public. 

The event is the result of the young, dedicated gym
nasts' wish to show the world what can be accomplished 
through recreational gymnastics. The entire performance 
was a team effort. The vaulting and tumbling by the 
young men and women was one of the highlights of the 
evening. The team showed different forms of running, 
jumping and balancing as well as difficult stunts which 
require excellent coordination. 

Along with two instructors, 15 young women and 
15 young men make up the team. They were selected 
from many skillful gymnasts in Denmark. 

After the show the crowd which filled half the gym 
gave the Danish team a standing ovation. 

"America is exciting because we see a lot of differ
ent parts of the United States," explained Gitte Moller 
Madsen one of the team members. Before coming to 
Texas the team spent Christmas in Florida and New 
Year's Eve in New Orleans. 

"The team enjoyed listening to jazz music on Bour
bon Street and watching the National Basketball Associ
ation," team member Jesper Pedersen-said. 

Most of the gymnasts are in their early 20s and 
have taken time off without salary of any kind for this 
tour, according to the National Danish Gymnastics 
Team brochure. Their common interest is their dedica
tion to gymnastics as a sport and a way to stay physical
ly fit. All of the members are instructors in their own 
communities in Denmark. 

The Danish gymnast and sports associations are na-· 
tionwide organizations working through sport and other 
cultural activities to strengthen the work organization in 
their country. The team visits various areas as a way to 
promote youth and adult education. 

Gymnastics, according to the team's brochure, has 
its roots in the political and cultural outlook of the Dan
ish people and is closely linked to the Danish concept of 
association and clubs, based on a centuries-old tradition. 

As part of their world tour the team went to Spain 
an~ France during August and September, and begin
ning in October and ending in March, the team will have 
visited 10 states in the United States, toured Mexico, 
Cuba, Costa Rica and Guatemala. The tour will finish in 
the Philippines; then the team will return to Denmark. 
"Danish gymnasts have toured since 1939," according to 
the National Danish Gymnastics Team brochure. 
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The National Danish Gymnastic Team performs one of its gymnastic feats in the COM gym Jan. 24.The team is on 
a world tour to promote physical fitness through gymnastics. The tour ends in March. 

(Photo by Sarah Frye) 

COM police redesign safety pamphlet 
By MIKE MILES 
Staff Reporter 

The most recent report on crime awareness and 
campus security is now available from the College of the 
Mainland Campus Police Department. This pamphlet is 
packed with important information to help keep stu
dents, faculty and staff safe. All the information is pre
sented to maintain the college's commitment to safety 
and security, and to comply with the Crime Awareness 
and Campus Security Act of 1990. 

Many of the services outlined in the report are de
signed to give students and employees a sense of securi
ty on and around the campus. The police department as
sists motorists in locating and unlocking vehicles. Also, 
the campus police officers are willing to provide escorts 
to anyone walking on campus, especially after dark. 
These services. and many others outlined in the report 
may be obtained by using the emergency/information 
call boxes located across the campus and dialing Ext. 
599 or 0. 

Campus police provide vital safety information 
through services such as presentations on sexual assault 
awareness and prevention. Periodically, articles address
ing crime prevention and awareness are published in Jn
terCOM and other college publications. 

The pamphlet also covers parking violations in de
tail. Vehicles will be ticketed for parking in restricted ar
eas, moving against the normal flow of traffic, parking 
outside the lines and parking or driving on campus side
walks. The fines connected with these violations will be
gin at $4 for the first violation. 

The 1~ designated smoking areas also are outlined 
in the pamphlet. The department emphasizes that smok
ing is not allowed outside the designated areas and fines 
will eventually be levied. Violations could ultimately re
sult in the violator being suspended from college. 

The campus police department may be reached at 
(409) 938-1211 ·or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 403 or Ext. 599 
for emergencies. 

The pamphlets are in the police office in the Admin
istration Building or distributed across campus. 

Winners of the 3 on 3 Student/Employee Basketball Tournament held Dec. 6 include from left, first place team 
members Larry McCor~le,Ashton Jackson and Tige Cornelius; and second place team members Corey Weatherly, 
Paul Cooper and Trey Richardson. On Feb. 8, McCorkle, Jackson, and Cornelius also won first place in the 3 on 3 
Basketball Tournament. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 



Don Wiseman, left, and Richard Kremer are captains 
of the Authur M. Anderson and the S.S. Edmund 
Fitzgerald respectively in Ten November. The play 
opened Feb. 26 in COMArena Theatre. 

(Photo courtesy of theater department) 

Freighter tragedy 
retold on stage 
Continued from Page 1---------
the Fitzgerald, and finally the freighter disappears com
pletely from the Anderson's radar screen. The Ander
son's captain then radios the Coast Guard to report visu
al, radar and radio contact with the Fitzgerald have been 
lost, and that the ship presumably has been swallowed 
by the deep at Six-Fathom Sheal, an-underground r-eef. 

Searches are organized and conducted, but to no 
avail. Pieces of the wreckage surface, but the crewmen 
are never found. 

During the investigation it was found that the own
ers of the Fitzgerald had put the crew and the ship in 
peril by loading several hundred tons more iron ore on it 
than it was built to carry. Moreover, the ship was old 
(built in 1958) and November is one of the worst months 
for sailing. Despite these facts, the Fitzgerald's owners 
and the Coast Guard were exonerated. 

The male performers alternately portray both ships' 
crews telling the story of the sinking through flashbacks 
and the conjectured conversations and memories of the 
lost seamen. 

Music is provided on stage by a guitarist and -a bass 
player, the accompanists to the three female singers, 
who blend their angelic voices bringing to life the leg
end of the Three Sisters. The myth of the sisters is based 
on the belief that three successive giant waves break up 
and sink ships. The three sisters, who send the crew of 
the Fitzgerald to their watery grave, may also be seen as 
the widows of the lost seamen. 

Ten November has no stars, for all the actors share 
the limelight equally as they interact with one another, 
adroitly switching roles as the crew members of both 
ships, searchers, owners and investigators. They do a 
marvelous job and give a moving performance. 

The play, excellently directed by Jack Westin, co
ordinator of the Arena Theatre Team, is heavy in emo
tion and is a tribute to the 29 Fitzgerald crewmen and 
their families. All available information about the Fitz
gerald sinking, as well as the mythology surrounding the 
tragedy, is presented in an unbiased, objective way. 

I highly recommend seeing the play; however, be 
prepared to feel stress and the deep emotions the story 
evokes. 

For ticket information call (713) 280-3991 or (409) 
938-1211, Ext 345. Curtain times are Thursday through 
Saturday, 8p.m. and Sunday, 2:30 p.m. 

The Arena Theatre's next production is Neil Simon's 
Lost in Yonkers. Free preview night is Wednesday, Feb. 
29. Opening night is March 30. 

InterCOM, February 1995, Page 7 

Students ask for extended services 
Continued from Page 1 ----------

$16,000 daycare budget this semester. 
Of the 58 parents notified of the shortfall of daycare 

funds for the spring semester, 47 have elected to partici
pate in the new drop-in daycare program. The college 
pays half of the daycare cost, making the final price for 
parents $5 per day per child. 

As an alternative Dr. Bass suggested telecommuni
cation classes or home study programs. He cited Hous
ton Community College's existing 36 home courses as 
an alternative. 

The forum also focused on the high prices, rude ser
vice and poor food quality of the COM cafeteria. 

"I cannot afford to eat here every day; it's too 
much," COM police officer Jeanette Swindell said. "I 
have to go somewhere else to eat" 

Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of College and Financial 
Services, responded by encouraging the Student Govern
ment to form a committee and price outside food servic
es and restaurants to present a comparison to the College 
Senate to possibly help redesign the policy. Dr. Pope 
added that President Larry L. Stanley will announce in 
February 1996 that COM will be accepting bids for food 
service when the present service's contract expires. 

Many students nodded in agreement as one student 
cited rude service by some cafeteria personnel. They 
also agreed with the complaints of another student about 
the poor quality of the food. In response Dr. Pope of
fered to schedule an appointment with students and Jeff 

Brown, the owner of the current food service at COM. 
Other student concerns included expanding library 

and computer lab hours, financial aid and counseling 
service hours, and professor availability to students, es
pecially on Fridays. 

One student stated that COM's hiring policy needs 
to reflect the cultural diversity of the student body, while 
another complained that his letter to the COM president 
concerning improper behavior on the part of two instruc
tors went unanswered. 

Student Government President David Pyawasay ex
plained how a student government functions and what 
its purpose is, emphasizing that for the first time in 12 
years COM has a student government, which is "the 
voice of the student body." He encouraged students with 
concerns relating to COM to attend the Student Govern
ment meetings. 

He stressed that students have the opportunity to be 
directly involved with college policy, reminding them 
that all meetings are open to everyone. 

The next Student Government meeting is Feb. 23. 
The meetings are held in the Student Center Sunroom 
every other Thursday 12:30 to 1 :20 p.m. 

For more information about COM Student Govern
ment contact James Shippy, director of Student Services 
at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 413. 

The next forum meeting will be held in April. 

The spring 199S JnterCOM staff includes from left: Brad Stevenso~; Chuc~ Cruse; NicoleTorres; Ca_rol Boone; 
Barbara E. Lewis, managing editor; Skip Gatwood; Maree Doo, assistant editor; Jessamyn Denney~ Gma Cast10; 
Melissa Franklin; and Mike Miles. Not pictured, Wayne Evans. (Photo byAstr1d .H. Lowery) 

Dodd will receive award in Dallas 
I I 

Continued from Page 1 ---------

words, "overwhelming." 
Dodd was born in the small town of Nacogdoches 

and soon after moved to Port Arthur. Her Port Arthur 
high school biology teacher was the first to inspire her to 
become a teacher. She also joined Future Teachers of 
America in high school. 

After high school graduation, Dodd returned to Na
·cogdoches to attend Stephen F. Austin State University 
where she received both her bachelor's and master's de
grees in biology. From Stephen F. Austin she went di
rectly to Texas A&M University at Galveston to begin 
work on her doctorate. At a later time she received her 
second master's degree in accounting from University of 
Houston-Clear Lake. Laughing, Dodd said she spent 12 
to 15 years in college. 

• 

When asked what has interested her the most in her 
biology studies, she said exploring the nasal passages of 
seagulls for mites. 

The highlight of her life has been her travels in Eu
rope. She considers reading one of her favorite pastimes · 
and during the summers she reads Stephen King and 
Anne Rice novels. Dodd also 'enjoys country and west
ern dancing. 

Fred Faour Sr., who took both semesters of biology 
with Dodd, said, "She was not easy, but if you want to 
know biology you will know biology when you get out 
of her class." He added Dodd was one of the best teach
ers he has had during his years in college. 

Dee Anna Lopez, one of Dodd's students this se
mester said, "Dodd really makes learning fun." 

Sex, Consequences seminar focus on AIDS Awareness Week 
As part of AIDS Awareness Week, Feb. 12 through 

Feb. 18, Jim Hilton, director of the Sexually Transmitted 
Disease Section in the Galveston County Health Depart
ment, will speak on Sex and Consequences at College of 

the Mainland. This program, sponsored by the Student 
Activities Board, will be held Thursday, Feb. 16, at 
12:30 p.m. in the Learning Resources Center Auditori
um, L-131. 
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What's Happening 

COM students view pictures of young African-American leaders on display in the COM Libraiy for Black History 
Month. From left: H.P. Kibbe Jr., Idris M. Shaik,Albert J. Bass, Juan Washington and Robert A. Johnson. African 
Americans: Age or a New Generation will be on display through February. (Photo by Mike Miles) 

February honors African Americans 
By CHUCK CRUSE 
Starr Reporter 

February is Black History Month. This celebration 
began in 1926 when Carter G. Woodson, a historian and 
teacher, initiated the observance to promote the truth and 
knowledge about the African American'•s place in histo
ry. According to Black History Resource Book Woodson 
is known as the father of black history. 

Observances of Black History Month feature plays, 
special business and recreational programs, civic assem
blies, church meetings and the media coverge. 

The observance period was initially for one week, 
but since 1976 the celebration has been for the entire 
month. 

The month can be divided into four segments: the 
first week honors African heritage; the second week 
honors people who died in slavery, in riots and as a re
sult of lynchings; the third week honors distinguished in
dividuals; and the last week commemorates rites of pas
sage as young people pledge to accept cultural, family 
and religious values. 

The colors of the African flag are red, black and 
green. Red is for the blood of African people; black is 
for the face of African people; and green is for the hope 
and the land of African people. 

One of the individuals honored during February is 
Rosa Parks, who is seen as the catalyst of the civil rights 
movement. It was her refusal to give up her seat on a bus 
in Montgomery, Ala., on Dec. 2, 1955, that caused one 
of the biggest riots before the civil rights movement 
gained momentum in the early 1960s. 

Two years after Parks' refusal Congress passed the 
Civil Rights Act in 1957. Five years later the great civil 
rights leader, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., led a march on 
Washington, D.C., and delivered his now-famous "I 
Have A Dream" speech in front of an estimated 750,000 
African Americans. 

- One of the greatest tragedies of that era was the as
sassination of Dr. King on April 4, 1968. Two other Af. 
rican Americans assassinated in recent history are Mus
lim leader Malcom X, who was shot as he gave a speech 
on Feb. 21, 1965, and Medgar Evers, field secretary for 
the NAACP, who was gunned down in June 1963. 

Since the turbulent 1960s, African Americans have 
excelled at an ever-increasing rate, in education, politics, 
the military and medicine. · 

Elizabeth Koontz became the first African
American woman to head the National Education Asso
ciation in 1965; Barbara Jordan of Texas became the · 
first African-American woman to preside over a state 
legislature in 1972; Gen. Colin Powell was the first Afri
can American to be appointed chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff in 1989; and Dr. Joycelyn Elders was the 
first African American to be appointed surgeon-general 
in 1993. 

College of the Mainland observes Black History 
Month each year with a display in the COM Library. 
This year's theme, African Americans: Age of a New 
Generation, features African-American leaders, male 
and female, under the age of 30. Pictures of these young 

/ leaders are now on display in glass cases on the first 
floor of the library and will be showcased there through 
the end of February. 

Language skills tutoring in LRC computer lab 
Individual tutoring is available in the College of the 

Mainland Learning Resources Center, Room L-248, for 
students who need assistance in writing, reading, critical 
thinking, or study skills. 

Students and tutors may work with a wide variety of 
computer-aided and text-based materials which are 
available in the recently updated computer lab. Students 
also may bring materials they wish to work on. 

Tutors are available at the following times: Mon-

days 11 to 12:20 p.m.; 1 to 3 p.m.; and 5 to 7 p.m. Tues
days 8 to 10 a.m.; 11 to 12:20 p.m.; and 5 to 7 p.m. 
Wednesdays 8 a.m. to 12:20 p.m.; 1:30 to 3 p.m.; and 
3:30 to 7 p.m. Thursdays 8 a .m. to 12:20 p.m.; and 5 to 
7 p.m. No tutoring is available on Fridays. 

Students are invited to drop in at any time during 
the scheduled hours, or they may call lab manager Clint 
Hunter at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 218 
for additional information. 

People speak out 
By GINA CASTRO 
Starr Photographer 

Last fall College of the Mainland implemented a 
new registration system for the spring semester. Ear
ly registration was Nov. 28 and 29; regular registra
tion was Jan. 4 with late registration Jan. 5. 

How successful was registration? InterCOM 
wanted to know and asked students the question: 
What did you think about the '95 spring registration, 
early and regular? 

Acting Registrar Bill Peace attributed many of 
the problems with registration to the fact that COM 
does not have the computer resources to help move 
things quickly. Peace thinks that telephone registra
tion is one solution and will be a possibility in the fu
ture. "We tried too much at one time," he said. 

Joey Silva, regular: "It 
was a bad operation with 
everybody packed in one 
building. It looks like 
something Larry Smith 
put together." · 

Naomi Pena, regular: 
"Registration was con
fusing .. People didn't 
know which line to get 
in. Something that 
should've taken one hour 
took four hours. I would 
not register again if I 
have to go through that 
again." 

Sherry Drumm, early: 
"Registration was the 
worst. There were so 
many people you 
couldn't keep up. People 
were rude to those work
ing registration." 

Mona Salazar, regular: 
"I didn't mind it so 
much. It was easier than 
last spring when you had 
to go all over campus." 

Crystal Vega, early: 
"The-only problem I had 
was waiting in line to 
see an adviser. If stu
dents ahead of you had a 
problem, they would 
send them off and the 
students would come 
back to cut in front 
again." 

Yolanda Fields, regu
lar: "It was all right. It 
needs to be a little more 
organized. Students 
shouldn't need an advis
er's signature if they've 
been here before." 
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Guests including COM Board of Trustees members, faculty and staff view the newly remodeled COM Bookstore at 
its open house Tuesday, March 28. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

COM Bookstore 
hosts open house 

By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Bookstore, located in 
the Student Center, held an open house Tuesday, March 
28, from 4 to 6 p.m. 

More than 100 guests including COM Board of 
Trustees members, the COM president, deans, faculty, 
staff and students attended. Other guests included area 
college bookstore managers as well as book and mer
chandise vendors. Refreshments were served and door 
prizes awarded. 

"The Bookstore Team is very appreciative of the 
support and enthusiasm we have received from the 
Board of Trustees, the faculty, staff and students," said 
Lois Slawson, Bookstore Team leader. "A special thanks 
goes to Bob Kostelecky (physical plant director) who 
was instrumental in the rehovation of the bookstore." 

President Larry L. Stanley said: "We're about 20 
years late getting this done, but it was worth the wait 
Whoever chose the decor really did a fine job." 
• Anyone who has not been inside the bookstme for a 

while is in for a pleasant surprise. The store, which now 
has glass doors, has been redone from top to bottom, 

See Renovated Page 7 

ABE center relocates to accommodate students 
SyMARCEDOO 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland offers an Adult Basic Edu
cation program that includes General Education Devel
opment, pre-GED, English as a Second Language and 
basic skills classes to anyone who signs up. The center 
used to be located on the third floor of the Leaming Re
sources Center but recently was moved to much larger 
quarters on the second floor of the Student Center to bet-

Arena Theatre presents 
Simon's Lost in Yonkers 

By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

Picture a family-owned candy store in Yonkers, 
N.Y., during 1942. Then look beyond the closed door of 
the apartment above the store and into the lives the dys
functional Kumitz family. Thus you have the setting for 
Neil Simon's 1991 Pulitzer Prize-winning play Lost in 
Yonkers, currently on stage at College of the Mainland. 
This comedy drama, winner of four Tony Awards, 
opened March 30 and runs through April 30. 

For the next two hours look through the eyes of two 
young brothers, Ray (Adam Stallings) and Arty (Bran
don Dinklage), who are uprooted after. their mother's 
death and forced to spend the next 10 months living with 
their unaffectionate paternal grandmother. Eddie (An
drew Winterle), their father is a traveling salesman down 
South and begs Grandma to keep the boys. Then witness 
the lessons to be learned as three generations -come to 

See Prize-winning Page 7 

ter serve its students. 
The expanded center consists of three rooms. Two 

are dedicated to instruction in a classroom setting, and 
the other room is a lab with more computers and tables 
available to help students study. 

Director of ABE Sandra Evans said her day-to-day 
goal for the program is to "give people in the community 
of all ages opportunities to move forward." Evans, who 
came to COM in 1983 as a reading instructor, has been 
ABE director 1 1/2 years. She said she keeps busy see-

ing to needs and solving problems that come up for the 
center's teachers and students. 

Connie Bowers is the lead teacher for the other 
eight part-time teachers in the ABE program. She is full 
time and although she has been in this position for only 
a year, she has been with the program for several years. 

Bowers, who also supervises four part-time student 
aides makes sure the "whole operation runs smoothly." 

See ABE Page 8 

Friends re~ember Reggie Schwander 
By CAROL BOONE 
Staff Reporter 

The flags flew at half-staff Feb. 23 at College 
of the Mainland in memory of John Reginald 
(Reggie) Schwander,the assistant coordinator 
COM Arena Theatre and drama teacher. He died 
Feb. 22 of AIDS. 

Schwander, 53, was a dedicated and well
liked drama teacher in the Clear Creek Indepen
dent School District for 10 years before coming to 
COM where he was assistant theater coordinator 
for 18 years. At COM he directed such produc
tions as Mame; Comedy of Errors; Kismet; The 
Skin of Our Teeth; Bye, Bye Birdie; Annie; The 
Music Ma_n; Dial M for Murder; and Peter Pan 
among many others. 

For the last 30 years Schwander directed com
munity and professional theater in this area includ
ing Galveston's Lone Star production of Annie Get 

Your Gun. At the Clear Creek Country Theatre, 
his original creations of The Music Man, Carousel 
and Oklalwma will be well remembered by area 
theatergoers. 

Co-workers and colleagues at COM-spoke 

fondly of Schwander. 
Joyce Palmer, Perform
ing and Visual Arts Pro
gram Assistant, said, "He 
was fantastic and won
derful ... a very intelli
gent person." 
As an adviser, he also 
had excellent rapport 
wtth his students. Dr. 
William T. Spillar (one 
of the pallbearers at the 
funeral) descr~bed 

See COM Page 7 Reggie Schwander 
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News/Editorials 
Easter more than chicks and bunnies 

Easter is a time for brightly decorated Easter bas
kets, stuffed bunnies and little yellow chicks. Children 
hunt for colored eggs left by the Easter Bunny in fields 
high with grass. Some towns have Easter parades to al
low folks to show off their frilly, new spring fashions. 

Easter bunnies and eggs have been around for a 
long time. Stories about rabbits and eggs go back to an
cient times. One legend tells of a woman in Germany 
who during a famine dyed some eggs and· hid them in a 
nest for her children. As the children neared the nest 
they saw a rabbit hop away, thus believing the rabbit had 
brought the eggs. Perhaps this is when the Easter Bunny 
story was born. 

Easter is celebrated around the world every year and 
the Easter egg plays an important part. In ancient times 
the egg signified the return of new life and the birth of 
spring. For centuries people have dyed eggs and have 
given them to friends, a custom perhaps derived from 
the symbolism of the egg. 

In ancient Egypt the rabbit was a symbol of birth 
and new life, and many considered the rabbit a symbol 
of the moon. This may be the reason why, according to 
the World Book Encyclopedia, a rabbit is symbolic of 
Easter because the moon determines the date of Easter. 

Easter is celebrated the first Sunday after a full 
moon between March 21 and April 25. According to 

the World Book, the Nicene Council of the early Catho
lic Church set the method of determining Easter in A.D. 
325. 

Fat Tuesday, the day before Lent begins, is celebrat
ed in the United States as well as in many other coun
tries. Many know it as Mardi Gras, a time for costume 
balls, big parades, partying and dancing in the streets. 
But what does this really have to do with Easter? 

Lent, which starts on Ash Wednesday, is a time for 
fasting and prayer in many churches. The Lenten period 
represents the 40 days that Jesus fasted and prayed in the 
wilderness before his crucifixion on Good Friday. 

Jesus offered no resistance when he was led away to 
the judgment hall, nor any when he was flogged and 
crowned with thorns. As he carried his cross up the hill 
overlooking Jerusalem, Jesus must have remembered his 
triumphant entry into the city. How sad he must have 
felt to see the people who had once rejoiced in him, now 
condemn him. 

Oh, but the joy when three days later on that first 
Easter Sunday, the three women went to the tomb and 
discovered the stone rolled away and Jesus risen from 
the dead. 

Easter expresses more joy and sorrow than any oth
er Christian holiday because Jesus paid the price of 
death to obtain eternal life for his followers. Many 
churches hold Easter sunrise services, and more people 
attend church on Easter than on any other Sunday. 

There is nothing wrong with enjoying the myth of 
the Easter Bunny, the dyed eggs and the nice clothes, 
but as Christians, we must not lose the true meaning of 
Easter. For Christians the eggs and bunnies do not repre
sent new life: Jesus Christ does. He died on the cross 
and rose again, so that through him we, who are Chris
tians, might have eternal life. 

Student questions Washington's honor 
Dear Editor, 

The editorial written by Mike Miles about Presi
dents Day (in the February issue) was a slap in the face 
to Afro-Americans and other minorities. Although 
George Washington was a great leader in a sense, there 
was another side of him that the "my country tis of thee" 
version of history fails to mention. This version is taught 
in every high school in the country. First, the Constitu-

~lnterCOM 
Managing Editor 

Assistant Editor 

BARBARA E. LEWIS 

MARCEDOO 

lion was developed and written by rich, white property 
owners to protect their rights. This is the convention the 
so called "great" George Washington presided over. Sec
ond, George Washington was a slave owner who owned 
hundreds of slaves. The rights of slave owners were pro
tected in the Constitution under Article IV, Section 2. 
This can be found in the back of the history text that is 
used at the College of the Mainland. For Mike Miles to 
say, " ... we should pause in gratitude," shows his lack 
of knowledge. I recommend next time, Mr. Miles should · 
research his article before printing it. 

Thank you, 
Larry Edwards 
COM Student 

COM Admissions Office employee Wanda 
Scarlett shows the mug she received arter donat
ing the pint or blood that brought her donations 
to one gallon. She participated in the spring blood 
drive Feb.14. · (Photc by Gina Castro) 

Blood drive Feb. 14, 15 
nets 102 pints of blood 
By MELISSA FRANKLIN 
Starr Reporter 

The College of the Mainland spring blood 
drive was hosted by the Student Activities Board 
and the Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center of 
Houston on Feb. 14 and 15 in the Student Center. 

One hundred two pints of blood were donated 
during the two-day blood drive. On Feb. 14, 56 
pints of blood were collected with 20 people being 
deferred, and on Feb. 15, 46 pints of blood were 
collected with eight people being deferred, said 
Maryann Urick, SAB sponsor. 

The goal this semester was to top the 188 
pints donated in October 1993 which is the largest 
amount of blood COM has ever_ collected. 

"Donating blood is a very good idea," said Ti
sha Houston, president of SAB. "Some people 
really need blood; they just don't have the money. 
I expected the drive to have more donations." 

In order to donate blood a person must be at 
least 18 or if 17, have a parent or guardian's per
mission. The minimum weight to donate is 110 
pounds. Some of the reasons for not being able to 
donate include taking certain prescription medi
cines or having a tattoo for less than a year. 
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By JESSAMYN DENNEY 
Starr Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Phi Theta Kappa Sig
ma Delta Chapter sponsored the Duck for a Day fund
raiser March 6 and 7. 

The winner, COM biology professor Joanna Kile, 
donned the duck suit Tuesday, March 21. "It's the first 
time I have been a different species. I definitely felt 
close to the ducks." Kile taught classes in the duck suit 
and toured _the campus passing out Easter candy. 

PTK members recruited 14 faculty/staff volunteers 
as duck candidates. Approximately 18 members ran bal
loting tables around campus to allow people to vote for a 
duck candidate by donating any amount of money. The 
individual in whose name the most money was collect
ed became the Duck for a Day. 

"Most of the donations took place in the Math-

Science Building," said PTK member David Shoup. "A 
war going on between some of the teachers." 

PTK donations totaled $ I 71. The money will be 
used for PTK's annual donation to Channel 8 and to buy 
a brick to help fund the international PTK administration 
building in Mississippi. 

The building is already finished, but was_ built by 
pledges from many PTK chapters, explained Leslie 
Richardson, PTK co-sponsor. The contribution will actu
ally go toward the courtyard currently under construc
tion '!"here a brick will be placed with Sigma Delta in
scribed on it 

Other candidates included: Dr. Donald G. Bass, Dr. 
Lee A. McGriggs, Dr. Mark E. Sanders, Dr. Renate 
True, Dr. Lee Yorn, Cynthia Ashby, Kathye Bergin, 
Chuck Buddenhagen, Karla Hardacker, Diane Melan
con, Leslie Richardson, Ouida Sanmann and Roger 
Stallings. 



April Fools' ·oay: 
The joke's on you 

April Fools' Day is just around the corner and fun 
seekers are about to put their weird acts into motion. 
Bearing this in mind be prepared to experience a barage 
of childish, funny and sometimes painful pranks. Being 
the brunt of someone's joke has never been my idea of 
fun, but at least we only have to tolerate this day once a 
year. However, some of the more fun-loving peop~e I _ 
know would engage in this behavior all year long 1f they 

could. So, keep your guard up, watch your back and try 
to keep an open mind. If you are the gag player, try to 
keep it friendly. 

I was caugh~ up in last year's mayhem when I re-· 
ceived a phone call from my brother. He claimed to have 
won $500 in the lottery and insisted that I meet him at 
Gaido's Seafood Restaurant in Galveston for lunch, his 
treat. When I arrived, we ordered the works and ran up a 
very high tab. He then excused himself, telling me that 
he would be back shortly. He made a fast break for his 
car, leaving me with a $72 bill to pay and a note thank
ing me for lunch and wishing me a happy April Fools' 
Day. 

So remember, watch out for rubber spiders, whoop
ee cushions, staged incidents and a multitude of other 
foolish pranks. Bear in mind that more often than not, 
the person pulling the prank turns out to be the real fool, 
unless of course you are meeting him at Gaido's for 
lunch. 

Egg hunt set for April 13 
The Student Activities Board will host an Easter · • 

Egg Hunt April 13 from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. Easter eggs 
will be hidden on the hill between the Fine Arts and the 
Administration Buildings. Students, faculty, staff and 
their children are welcome. 

1 

Biology professor Joanna Kile, the Duck for a Day, 
bands out Easter candy March 21. PTK held the r und
raiser March 6 and 7. Donations were accepted in the 
name of 14 instructors/staff. The event raised $171. 

(Photo by Jim H~ins) 
I I> ·~• 
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Smokers outraged at loss of rights 

M~u;sa 
Fri1iklin -

By limiting smoking to only 12 designated smoking 
areas, COM is following the example of other institu-

. tions which have restricted smoking. One or two smok
ing areas are located outside every building on campus, 
and smokiJ)g elsewhere is banned. In fact, smoking in no 
smoking areas is subject to disciplinary sanctions which 
include fines of $4 or suspension from college. 

According to the Crime Awareness and Campus Se
curity Report compiled by the Campus Police Depart
ment in November 1994: "Students and employees may 
face prosecution and sanctions under Federal and Texas 
laws which may make such acts felony and misdemean
or crimes." Fines for the violations are to be paid in the 
Administration Building. 

According to the Almanac of American History, 
"Archeological relics of the Mound Builders indicate 
that pipe smoking was an ancient custom for both ritual 
and pleasurable ends in the New World." 

For smokers today, the act of smoking is still a ritu
al and pleasurable experience. Students who smoke feel 
angry, deprived and cast out as a result of the smoking 
policy at COM. 

COM student John Gordon, a smoker for 60. years, 
says: "COM needs to get more covered areas and pro
vide more ashtrays for smokers. I believe that smokers 
are just being picked on (here at COM)." 

More designated smoking areas should be permitted 
at COM and they should be improved. Most of the 

smoking areas now available are not covered from the 
rain or inclement weather. Ask any smoker, smoking a 
cigarette in the rain is difficult. 

The extent to which nonsmokers push the smoking 
issue is outrageous. Smokers at COM are forced outside 
blending their smoke with the dirty air of Texas City. 

Even though smokers know the health risks they 
take, they will continue smoking. If cigarettes were 
made illegal, people would still smoke. Cig~ttes will 
not disappear. Smokers will always be around. 

There is only one Mother Earth for all to live to
gether on. People who want smoking stopped should re
member that cigarettes are not the only things polluting 
this earth. Smoking cigarettes should be the least of soci
ety's worries. There are more important issues to direct 
our attention, for instance: children killing children. 

OAAC offers students cultural experience 
By MELISSA FRANKLIN 
Staff Reporter 

The Organization of African-American Cul
ture, which is open to all College of the Mainland 
students, faculty and staff, meets the first and third 
Thursday of each month during College Hour in 
the Sun Room of the Student Center. 

The organization was founded in 1978, ac
cording to Anthony Hawkins, the group's adviser 
since December 1991. He also is the director of 
Career Planning and Placement The organization 
originally was founded by COM counselor Leroy 
August as the Black Student Union. The name was 
changed in 1988 when Al Bass, physical education 
professor, took over as adviser. 

The o,ganization sponsors a variety of events 
and activities throughout - the year. In April, 
OAAC members will join together with the Stu
dent Activities Board and the Career Planning and 

,f,,; t t, • o I '•' -• .) ', I I ,_ / •,-. ,f I J,o lfj • ~• ",: t 

· Placement Office to conduct a community career 
day in the COM gym. 

In May the OAAC will have an awards ban
quet. The organization will present four awards, 
one to a faculty member, one to a staff member, 
one to a student and one to a community activist. 
The award will go to each for having served best 
as a role model in his or her capacity. 

During the first month of Summer Session I 
the group will join with community organizations 
in La Marque and West Texas City to work on re
ducing gang violence. The OAAC will team up 
with the Precinct 3 Constables and the Big Brother 
and Big Sisters program in Texas City. "The or
ganiz.ation's goal in dealing with gang members is 
to promote higher education and to encourage 
young men and women to return to school in some 
capacity," Hawkins said. 

For information contact Hawkins at (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280 3991, Ext. 399. 

It . ••• •. ., • 
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Features 
Stallings, son share 
spotlight in Yonkers 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

"The stage is my world," said Roger Stallings, Col
lege of the Mainland speech professor. "That's where rm 
the most comfortable, in a classroom teaching my class
es and on the stage." Stallings has been at COM since 
1978 teaching theater and speeyh. In the last few years, 
however, he has taught only speech. 

Stallings also is a familiar actor on the COM stage. 
He has been in numerous plays, the most recent Ten No
vember last fall and Peter Pan last summer. 
· Currently he is cast in Neil Simon's Lost in Yonkers 
opposite his older son Adam Stallings. This is the first 
time the two are interacting in a play though 16-year-old 
Adam has been a cast member in other plays his father 
has acted in. 

Roger Stallings, left, and Adam Stallings star in Lost in Yonkers now on stage at COM. The real-life father and son 
play opposite each other as uncle and nephew. The comedy will run through April 30 Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
8 p.m., Sunday matinee 2:30 p.m. For reservation information call (409) 938-12ll or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 34S. 

Lost in Yonkers is about a dysfunctional family and 
the loneliness felt by Jay and Arty, two young brothers, 
who are forced to live with theit unaffectionate paternal 
grandmother. Their lives are uprooted after their moth
er's death. Their father, heavily in debt, has gone down 
South to find work and to pay back a loan shark. Stall
ings plays Uncle Louie, a gangster, and Adam is Jay, the 
older of his two nephews. 

'-- See Family Page S 

Thibodeaux, Jenkins integral part of Innovations 
By NICOLE TORRES 
Starr Reporter 

For some College of the Mainland students the In
novations lab may be a tool they use weekly, but for oth
er students what the lab has to offer may be yet another 
mystery they haven't researched. 

Phyllis Thibodeaux and Rose Jenkins, members of 
the Innovations Team, who oversee the running of the 
lab, want students know what the lab offers and wel
comes those who will benefit from th~ lab's technology. 

Both Thibodeaux and Jenkins received their formal 
education in computers at COM. Thibodeaux received 
her associate's degree in data processing from COM in 
May 1983 and in June 1994 became a Novell certified 
network administrator. Jenkins will graduate this May 
with an associate's degree in information systems. She 
received much of her training in tl:ie work force as a 
computer operator from 1976 through 1989. 

Thibodeaux has been an employee at COM since 
1984. She was with the Division of Business before 
coming to the Innovations lab in 1992. Jenkins has been 
a full time at COM since she came to the lab in 1991. 

The Innovations is a state of the art, self-tutoring lab 
packed with three IBM PC's, 17 486 PC's and 17 Apple 
Macintosh computers, laser disc, CD ROM and a color 
scanner. The lab offers many computer programs which 

include word processing, spread sheets and graphics. In 
addition the lab offers programs that support a variety of 
course work from astronomy to English to nursing to so
ciology. 

One of Thibodeaux and Jenkins' main goals is to 
help students to be comfortable with computers. "We try 
to keep the frustration level down," Thibodeaux said. 

Another goal of the lab is to allow students to re
fresh the computer skills they need for the work force. 
"We have typing tutorial packages for students who 
want to brush up on their typing skills," Jenkins said 
She also noted that the lab offers a chance to brush up 
on programs such as WordPerfect and Lotus 1-2-3. 

Both Thibodeaux and Jenkins stress that because of 
the variety of software in the lab the majority of the soft-

ware is geared toward self-help with tutorials. "We have 
so much diversified software we can't 'help' every stu
dent, but we can get him started," Thibodeaux said. "If 
we have the knowledge to help someone, we do." 

Innovations also provides a communiJy service for • 
the Veterans Department of the Texas Employment 
Commission, supplying veterans with resumes. Thibo
deaux and Jenkins feel they are providing a beneficial 
service to the community by giving help to veterans, 
many of whom may be inexperienced in putting together 
a resume. The lab also helps students with resumes. 

Thibodeaux and Jenkins both feel that some stu-

dents may have some misconceptions about what is of
fered in the lab. "The Innovations lab is not just dedicat
ed to computer science," Jenkins said. 

Up until December 1993 Innovations was known as 
the MCL. Jenkins said the technology has been updated 
and is of more benefit now than ever. 

Innovations is in Room T-320 of the Technical Vo
cational Building. Hours are Mondays through Thurs
days 7:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m., Fridays 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Saturdays 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Stud~nts must present a cur
rent COM I.D. or valid driver's license. 

Phyllis Thibodeaux, left, and Rose Jenkins operate the fully equipped, state-of-the-art Innovations computer lab. 
They are available to help students with any problems or questions. Operating hours are Mondays through Thurs
days 7:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m., Fridays 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturdays 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Photo by Gina Castro) 



Family ties strengthened on stage 
Continued froin Page 4 _ ----------

Both Stallings and Adam agree it is fun being able 
to work together in the various -scenes. 

Stallings summed up his off-stage relationship with 
Adam saying: "We're best friends. We know who's the 
daddy and who's the · kid. There are rules to follow and 
chores to be done. But when it comes right down to it, 
we really like each other. I had nbt planned to do this 
play after•just finishing Ten November, but the chance 
to interplay on stage with Adam for the first time after 
all these years changed my mind." 

Adam is an honor student at Pearland High School 
where he plays the clarinet in the school band. Just re
cently the band placed fifth in the Texas State Marching 
Contest. Adam also is a member of both the National 
Honor Society and the National Spanish Honor Society. 
Though he claims acting is his favorite hobby, Adam 
does not plan to make it his career. 

"I want to be an engineer," he said. "I'm not sure 
what kind, but something to do with math because it's 
my favorite subject" He plans to attend a major univer
sity close to home -- perhaps Texas A&M. 

Although Stallings did not pursue an acting career, 
he nevertheless is a frequent actor on the stage. "I get 
just as much satisfaction performing here on the COM 
stage," Stallings explained. "Besides I don't like living 
out of a suitcase. I like having a family and being able to 
spend time with them. I guess you could say, I have the 
best of both worlds." 

Stallings was '. bitten by the acting bug at age 7. His 
first performance was at his elemeritary school where he 
was cast as one of the Siamese children in The King and 
/. He became serious about acting when his elementary 
school music teacher encouraged his singing. She was 
instrumental in getting him an audition at the Dallas Mu
sic Hall for the play Amahl and the Night Visitors. 

Stal~ng~ was in the ch~rus and the understudy for 
Amahl. This he considered his first big role because he 
played Amahl several times. 

If it can be said the acting bug also bit Adam, it did 
so when he was a baby, for he has been around the COM 
stage all his life. When Adam was only 2 months old, 
Stallings tended to him backstage while Adam's mother, 
Jan, was ori stage as Dolly in Hello Dolly. 

"Adam has been like a mascot around the COM 

stage ever since," Stalling said. "Everyone just naturally 
looked after him. Once, when Adam was around 5 he 
disappeared; I was frantic as I ran up and down the halls 
of the Fine Arts Building calling for him," Stallings ex
plained. Finally, one of the technicians found Adam 
asleep under the COM stage undisturbed by the final act 
of The Best Li'l Whorehouse in Texas, in which every
one danced and stomped around in boots. 

This past summer Stallings played Captain Hook in 
Peter Pan opposite his younger son Jeffery who was 
then 5 and making his theater debut. Jeffery was Mi
chae~. one of the three children Peter Pan takes to Never 
Never Land. Stallings found this experience rewarding. 

Adam also was in the musical doublecast as a pirate 
and an Indian, but he and Stallings never interacted. 
Stallings' wife, Judi, was stage manager for the produc
tion. She is a drama teacher at Pearland Junior High 
West where she just finished directing No, No. Nanette. 

A year and a half after Jan's death, Stallings.was in 
the play Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream
coat and Adam always came along. Adam, who was 
then 8, and Judi, stage manager for the production be
came good friends. At that time, Judi, who was stage 
manager for the production, allowed Adam to work the 
lights and even bought him a red T-shirt with Assistant 
to the Stage Manager inscribed on it. 

Stallings recalled he began to hear "about this per
son called Judi." Stallings considered Judi just a friend 
until opening night when as is tradition the technical 
stage staff dressed up and she showed up in "this gor
geous sequined magenta gown." The two have been an 
"act" ever since. 

Stallings has been in professional theater since 1963 
and feels at home on the COM stage. "I've rarely acted 
anywhere else since coming to COM in 1978. The peo
ple are all great and the shows are all beautifully de
signed and directed. 

"I have reallf enjoyed working witti Jack Westin 
(coordinator of the Arena Theatre) and I will always 
treasure my memories of doing shows with Reggie 
Schwander. (Schwander, who was assistant coordinator 
of the Arena Theatre died, Feb. 22.)" 

Speaking of his current show Stallings said: "I have 
also really enjoyed working with Kate Pemia, the direc
tor of Yonkers. She's A-one all the way." 

COM students compete in UHCL art contest 

COM students had 19 out of 68 entries accepted in the Seventh Annual University of Houston Area Junior 
College Student Exhibition held at the University of Houston-Clear Lake March S. The exhibition ends April 
21. Jennifer Regis won second place, Cheryl Young won a scholarship and Roberta King won second runner
up. Pictured are front row, from left, Chong Stendardo, Regis, Roaman Rose and Young. Back row, from left, 
Glenn Casaretto, King, Patty Todack, Mike Garza and Jennifer Dunn. Not pictured: Linda Caldwell, Ethel 
Kasbaum, Marianne Luther and Maria Perry • (Photo by Jim Higgins) 
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Psychology professor, Dr. Lee Yorn, has taught 21 
years at COM. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

Yorn gives 21 ~years 
of teaching to COM 
By SKIP GARWOOD 
Staff Reporter 

Psychology professor, Dr. Lee Yorn, has de
voted 21 years to teaching at College of the Main
land. She enjoys teaching ·and helping students in 
her field of expertise. 

While teaching at COM, Dr. Yorn also 
worked "foor to five years" part time at University 
of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston in child ad
olescent psychology. 

Dr. Yorn is not only a dedicated psychology 
teacher but also a psychologist dedicated to help
ing those who need her help. When _asked which 

she enjoyed most, teaching or practicing her pro
fession, Dr. Yorn said, "Teaching is less stressful 
and therapy is quite stressful, so it balances well to 
do both." 

Dr. Yorn is looking forward to doing some 
volunteer work with children in a clinic' setting. 
~he also is planning to extend her training to work 
with the elderly. "I think there is so much demand 
for them," Dr. Yorn said. "Some people may not 
want to work with the elderly; however, I'd like to 
get training in that area." 

Dr. Yorn stated that psychology is the most 
popular undergraduate major in the United S\ates. 
It takes four to six years of schooling past a bache
lor's degree and two to three years of training to 
become a licensed psychologist. 

Dr. Yorn suggested that students who are in
terested in a career in human services should think 
seriously about the two-year social services pro
gram at COM. 

"This is a wonderful program," Dr. Yorn stat
ed. At the end of two years students are placed in 
the field so that they can work in the institution 
they are interested in and get first-hand experience 
working with people. Then while working, they 
can pursue their advanced degree in sociology or 
psychology 

Dr. Yorn was born in Seoul, Korea, and came 
to the United States in 1968. She attended colleges 
in California, Indiana and Texas, and received her 
doctorate in psychology from the University of 
Houston in 1974. Dr. Yorn, whose first love was 
the piano, also studied classical music in college. 

Dr. Yorn enjoys working out at the COM gym 
because it "is wonderful therapy." She added: 
"Aerobic exercises are known to be one of the best 
methods, if not the best method, in decreasing de
pression. We have this wonderful facility that 
COM offers to anyone in the community." 
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Sports/Campus Life 

GCIC Sports Day winners 

The COM volleyball team won third place in the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports .Day held 
March 2. The event was hosted by Kingwood College and North Harris Community College. Front row, from 
left, Ewa Piszczek, Tonya Newell, Queenie Nguyen and Roxie Sittig. Back row, from left, Drew Koe?er, 
Thang Nguyen, Brian Alexander and Chris Hoot. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

The COM softball team won third place in the Gulf Coast lnterollegiate Conference Sports Day held March 
2. Front row, from left, Brad Hayes, Sergio Renovato-\asquez, Vince Garcia, Larry Edwards and Santiago 
Marroquin. Back row, from left, James Heard, Becky Manuel, Monica Banuelos, Patricia Bouquet, Lisa 
Padilla, Johnny Galvin and Lori Sweatt. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Outstanding teacher voting ends April 10 
Vote for your favorite instructor. The annual 

College of the Mainland Outstanding Instructor of 
the year election is being held through April IO 
ending at 2 p.m. 

Ballot boxes are located in the following are
as: Learning Resources Center (third floor and the 

. . •" ~ " / .. -~-, 

library), Student Center, the Gym and in the fol
lowing buildings: TechnicaW ocational, Fine Arts, 
Math/Science (atrium area), Cosmetology (in the 
Appomattox Square across the street from the 
main campus on Amburn Road), Industrial Educa
tion and Administration. 

Mr. Quacker shares 
his thoughts on COM 

Skip Garwood,InterCOM 
reporter, interviews Mr. 
Quack Quacker. 

By SKIP GARWOOD 
Starr Reporter 

Haven't you ever 
wondered what's going on 
in the minds of the ducks 
which seem to be almost 
everywhere on the College 
of the Mainland campus? 
With the help of Dr. Bill 
Featherhead, renowned 
bird watcher and translator 
for the National Birdwatch 
Society, ·we interviewed 
one of our fine feathered 
friends. 

We asked Mr. Quack Quacker for a few moments of 
his time to tell us about his life here, what he thinks of 
COM and its students, and whatever else he wanted to 
share with us. Below is Dr. Featherhead's translation of 
the interview with Quacker. 

Quacker's the name and it's about time I got inter
viewed. Will my picture be in the paper? Probably, you 
say? Well, OK. Now make it fast because I'm on my 
way to the Tech Building and that's a half <,lay's trip 
there and back. 

I've lived here all my life. I was born behind the 
bushes over next to the Student Center. Life is great 
here, but who is the nut who designed this place? Put
ting the lake next to the freeway was a real work of gen
ius. Cars and trucks going by all hours of the day and 
night; you try and sleep with all that noise. Many ducks 
think the road's just another walkway to cross when try
ing to feed on the grass hill on the other side of the feed
er road. 

Webfoot, a friend of mine, tried to cross. Next thing 
I knew, I saw him on the front grill of a pickup going 
down the freeway at 60 mph, both his wings and legs 
spead out wide, his eyes big as plates, with the strangest 
look on his face. I never saw him again; I have no idea 
where he ended up. Then there are those students who 
just love to feed us french fries with hot sauce or some
thing from the cafeteria which is a mystery to all, includ
ing the student who gave it to us. 

Another thing that bothers me is the seagulls. Who 
invited them anyway? See those feathers everywhere, 
and those white spots all over the parking lot, and on the 
lights, on the buildings and even in the lake. Guess who 
gets blamed for all that? Us. 

Then there are those lazy Yankee ducks . .You know 
the mallards. They flew down here for a winter's vaca
tion some years back and now they are too lazy to fly 
back north. The place is really getting crowded around 
here. 

We love those people who come in the evening to 
feed us bread, but please tell them to keep their dogs on 
a leash. It's hard to eat and to run from a big dog at the 
same time. Also ask all visitors to watch their children. 
Do you know what it's like to look over and see your 
young duckling hanging by the neck with his tongue lol
ling out as the child says, "See the pretty baby duck, 
Mommy." 

I also heard a rumor that the student body is think
ing about making me the official mascot I'll go along 

with that, but only if they put up a statue of me with a 
mask over my eyes, a long cape blowing behind me with 
my name Quacker written across my chest You know, 
just like all the rest of the super heroes. That's not ask
ing too much, is it? 

There's much more rd like to tell you, but rve got a 
long way to go. So goodbye for now. 



History fair booths 
displayed at COM 
By SKIP GARWOOD 
Staff Reporter 

The 15th Annual Regional History Fair of Galves
ton and Brazoria counties was held Feb. 27 through 
March 2 at College of the Mainland in the Leaming Re
sources Center. The theme this year was "Conflict and 
Compromise in History." 

The goal of history fairs regional, state and national 
is to encourage students to further their interest in histo
ry and to strengthen skills, explained Alex Piatt, COM 
history professor and History Fair co-coordinator. 

Entries were from middle and high schools in 
Galveston and Brazoria counties. Categories were his
torical papers, projects, performances (plays) and media 
(videos and films). 

The history fair is held one year at COM and the 
following year at the Rosenberg Library in Galveston. 
This year, however, was the second consecutive year the 
fair was held a COM, since the Rosenberg Library did 
not have a coordinator for the history fair this year. 

"This year's participation has been the best we have 
ever had before," Pratt said, "The students were better 
prepared; they seemed to know their topic area and it 
made it quite difficult for the judges to come up with a 
decision in some categories." 

Richard Bear a student at COM explained, "If you 
failed to view the exhibits this year; you missed a great 
learning experience." 
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COM studentsAmy Bruce, left and Dory Williams view the exhibit of Galveston's 1900 storm submi_tte~ ~y Chrissie 
Faulkner. Angelton Middle School-East. Faulkner's exhibit won second place in the seventh grade mdmdual enty 
in the Re~onal History Fair held at COM Feb. 28 through March 2. The exhibits lined the halls of the third floor 
Learning Resources Center. (Photo by Jessamyn Denney) 

Renovated bookstore offers more· services 
Continued from Page 1 ---------
with every bit of the space effectively used. The shelves 
are larger and deeper to hold more books, and drawers 
have been added in the art supply comer for paints, 
brushes, etc. The bright overhead lights, as well as the 
lighted floor display cases, add a touch of elegance. The 

_concrete floor is_now covered with a blu~gray carpet 
which accents the mauve and gray decor. 

"I think it's a wonderful addition to this campus and 
long overdue," said Board member Jimmy Jones. 

Board member Bennie Matthews added, "It's a 
pleasure to brouse in such pleasant surroundings." 

The counter space also has been redesigned to allow 
two additional registers, to be placed there during busy 

Prize-winning comedy 
runs through April 30 
Continued from Page 1---------

grips with reality, thus motivating much soul searching. 
Linda Kissner (Aunt Bella) gives a heart-warming 

performance as a woman who at times has the mind of a 
child but knows more about life than her family sus
pects. Then there's Uncle Louie (Roger Stallings), the 
gangster, who probably understands his family, especial
ly his mother, better than anyone. He tries to be noncha
lant, but his nervousness shows through. Aunt Gert (Car
olyn Spencer Ortiz) has an annoying nervous tic which 
only surfaces while she's around her mother. 

Dinklage and Adam Stallings give outstanding per
formances as the brothers who learn to accept a family 
they hardly know. Grandma Kumitz (Janice Quinby), is 
a cold-hearted person and proud of it because she thinks 
that is strength. Quinby, who portrays Grandma with a 
heavy accent, is so convincing she is almost despicable. 

This hilarious comedy kept me laughing from be
ginning to end. Even though the play is light-hearted, 
there are undertonestof a severe lack of communication 
which often plagues families. If you want two enjoyable 
hours of great, light-hearted entertainment, I highly rec
ommend this play. 

For reservations or ticket information, call (409) 
9.38-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 345. Shows are 
Thursday through Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday mati
nee at 2:30 p.m. No performances on Easter weekend. 

InterCOM reporter Nicole Torres.provided some of 
the information. 

seasons. One of the registers will be used for credit card 
customers. "More customers.will be accommodated in a 
shorter amount of time," Slawson said. 

Gift items, ranging in price from $2.50 to $25 have 
been added. These include everything from Walt Disney 
character key rings to stuffed animals. 

The_store now gives the impression of being larger~ 
even though eight feet of the original floorspace was 
converted into a shipping and receiving room. Now cus
tomers won't have to step over the boxes that once cx;cu
pied the floor. 

"Our ultimate goal is to satisfy our customers," 
Slawson said. The bookstore is trying to supply every
one's needs by adding more merchandise. 

Viewer interacts with video 
By CAROL BOONE 
Staff Reporter 

"We create meaning out of objects and life 
when we do something with them," declared Bog~ 
dan Perzynski, associate art professor at the Uni
versity of Texas at Austin, at the opening of his 
Beware of Blindman Pictures exhibit at College of 
the Mainland. The interactive video art exhibit 
opened March 23 and runs through April 14 in 
Fine Arts Gallery. 

Perzynski uses various video images of na
ture, objects and people, with which audience par
ticipants can create different illusions on the video 
screen. Participants can record their interactions 
on their own video tape or one bought from the 
gallery for $3.15. 

COM Fine Art Gallery hours are Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays 8:30 to 5:30 p.m.; and Thursdays 
8:30 to 2 p.m. For information or appointments 
call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 354. 

................................................ ~ 

Mini-session registration 
Once again College of the Mainland is offering a 

special three-week mini-session. The three courses of
fered, BIOL 1322.71, CHIO 2320.71 and ENGL 
1302. 71, begin May 8 and end May 26. Registration is 
in the Admissions Office April 25 and 25, in the Admin
sitration Building, 9 a.m. to noon and 3:~0. to 6:30 p.m. . ................ -............................ ~. 
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People speak out question: "How do you/eel about the COM cafeteria 
service.food and prices?" 

By GINA CASTRO 
Staff Photographer 

College of the Mainland cafeteria has been a 
subject of much discussion among students, facul
ty and employees concerning food quality, service 
and prices. 

In defense of the cafeteria, Jeff Brown, owner of 
the current food service at COM, told InterCOM: "We 
want to serve what the people wanL But there has to be 
a balance of quality with the price of food. We try it, 
and if it sells, we keep it I will be happy to sit down 
with anyone, one-on-one, if they have concerns about 
the cafeteria." 

Based on this, InterCOM decided to ask the 
I 

President Larry L. Stanley will announce in Febru
ary 1996 that COM will be accepting bids for food ser
vice when the present service's contract expires. 

Jennifer Green: "They 
make things just the way 
I like it, something like 
Burger King -- they do it 
my way. The food tastes 
good to me. Some peo
ple say they're too ex
pensive, but the price is 
right for me. They're 
real prompt and give me 
my order on time. I don't 
have to wait." 

Joseph Cooley: "The 
service is good. I like it 
Some of the pricing is a 
little bit high. Sometimes 
it's better than some of 
these fast food places. 
The quality of the food is 
good, also. 

Chalina Ruben: "The 
pricing, I think, is too 
high. They could be more 
cordial to the students. 
This is supposed to be a 
community college, a 
family. That's what Presi
dent Stanley always 
stresses -- family bond
ing. I don't feel that when 
I go in the cafeteria. The 
food is OK." 

Monica Banuelos: "I 
think it is great The em
ployees there are nice and 
friendly. The food is good 
and the pricing is about 
average. I have no com
plaints." , 

ABE offers more than basic skills 
Continued from Page 1 ------

ABE classes offer instruction in read
ing, writing and math from grades one 
through 12. Instruction also is given to 
prepare students to take the GED and to 
ready them for college-level courses. The 
students' needs are met by allowing them 
to learn at their own speed and to arrange 
study times according to their work and 
personal schedules. English classes 
(ESOL) also are offered for students who 
speak a foreign language. These include 
instruction in listening, speaking, reading 
and writing English. 

The ABE program is not solely based 
at COM. It goes to outside schools too. 

The ABE program, in conjuction 
with Hitchcock High School, sponsors the 
Students Taking Alternative Routes to 
Success program. STARS is "a dropout 
recovery program that leads to a regular 
high school diploma or a GED," accord
ing to the STARS program pamphlet. 

The renovated program provides nine 
teachers and four part-time student aides 
during the lab hours Mondays through 
Thursdays 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Fridays 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 

For more information about the ABE 
center contact Evans at (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, Ext 293 or Bowers at 
Ext 294. 

Adult Basic Education lead teacher Connie Bowers instructs Mai Doughtery and Maria 
Cisneros, students in one or her cl~s, in essay writing in the new ABE centtr located 
on the second Ooorof the Student Center. .(Photo by Gina Castro) 
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COM discount cards 
By CAROL BOONE 
Staff Reporter 

Remember the saying: "A penny saved is a penny 
earned"? Well, there's no better way to save money than 
with a College of the-Mainland Discount Card, available 
at the gym. 

The card is free to students, faculty and staff. 
"There is no cost to the college," explained Maryann 
Urick, Student Activities Board sponsor. 

The card features a variety of discounts from area 
merchants and these savings last until Dec. 31. 

If you are hungry, you can go to Wendy's, Church's 
Fried Chicken or any of the various other food establish
ments listed on the card. Need a haircut? Regis and Su
percuts Hair Salons will offer you a great deal on one. 
Other miscellaneous services include Firestone Tires, 
Texas Gym and Ultra Clean Dry Cleaners. 

So if you want a great deal, go by the gym and get 
your COM Discount Card. The gym is open 7:30 a.m. to 
10 p.m., and the cards are available at the front desk. 

InterCOM corrects error 
In the College of the Mainland February issue 

of the InterCOM, COM police officer Jeanette 
Swindell was incorrectly quoted in the article 
"Daycare, food service addressed at forum." She 
was quoted as saying that the food prices were too 
high. That comment was made, but attributed to 
the wrong person. InterCOM apologizes for any 
inconvience this may have caused. 

Opening Session at 1 p.m. 

Special presentations from 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. 
• UHCL: An Opporblity for Chage 

(llndergraduate/Graduate Alnlssion 
and Scholarship lnlormatilll) 

• Meeting 1he Challenges DI Fimn:lal Aid 

• Job Search ii a Challgilg World 

• CO-OP: A Life CllalUDI Experience 

• Cftel' Decisilll-Maldng 

• Visit with laculty, staff, alumni, student 
organizations and UHCL students 

• Door prizes 

• S500 Scholarship drawing at 3:30 p.m. 
(must be present to win) 

• Campus tours, relreshments, exhibits 

University of Houston • Clear Lake 
2700 Bay Aroa Boulevard 
For more information, call (713) 283-2520 

1- 4 PM 

SUNDAY, 
APRIL 2 
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TIPA Award-winner 

A• STU DE NT• PUBLICATION •AT •COLLEGE• OF•T D 

Poetry, fiction reading 
features COM writers 

Wennagel Outstanding Instructor 
ByMARCEDOO 
Assistant Editor 

The College of the 
Mainland Humanities Team 
sponsored a poetry and fic
tion reading of original ma
terial April 18 in the Learn
ing Resources Center Audi
torium. 

English professor, Dr. 
Mar1c Sanders, was master 
of ceremonies and the first 
reader of the evening. His 

first poem was about his Dr. Mark San~ers 
early childhood in Nebraska, "Before We Lost Our Ways," 
was inspired by a visit to the house he lived in as a child. It 
revealed a childhood that was still free and easy at that 
time. Another poem related a dark time in his life when 
one of his sisters died. He was five and she was seven. 

One of Dr. Sanders' poems the audience seemed to 
enjoy was "The Ball Game 1975." This poem described a 
time, in his late adolesence, when he held off a mob of 
men with a baseball baL The men wanted to cut his hair 

which was down past his shoulders. See Poetry Page 11 

By NICOLE TORRES 
Staff Reporter 

Robert Wennagel, accounting and business law in
structor, was announced as the Outstanding Instructor 
for 1994-95 at the College of the Mainland Employee 
Recognition Dinner held April 28 at the South Shore 
Harbour Resort in League City. 

The other four finalists who also were recognized 
with Teaching Excellence awards included Roger 
Stallings, speech instructor; Dwight "Doc" Miller, in
dustrial education instructor; Emmeline Dodd, biology 
instructor; and Hester Arcenaux, nursing instructor. 

Wennagel said being chosen Outstanding Instruc
tor was a real honor, especially considering the field of 
candidates he was included in. "I was a finalist with 
very good teachers. If any of them had won, I wouldn't 
have been surprised." 

Wennagel, who received both his bachelor's and 
master's of business administration from the Univer
sity of Houston - University Park campus has been at 
COM since 1972. Wennagel, a Texas certified public 
accountant since 19-74, teaches the transfer accounting 
courses at COM. 

"He's a good guy, a great teacher," said Dr. Donald 
See Teachers Page 11 

COM Accounting instructor Bob Wennagel wins 
the Outstanding Instructor or the Year Award 
April 28. (Photo by Jessamyn Denney) 

Former journalism students receive TIPA awards 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

17, but winners were not announced until April 8 at the 
awards banquet held at Hyatt Regency Hotel in the Dallas 
/Forth Worth area. 

Three former College of the MainlandlnterCOM staff 
melJ!bers are winners in the 1994 Texas Intercollegiate 
Press ~ociation contest Deadline for the entries was Dec. 

Former managing editor, Amy Taft, won second place 
for her three-part series dealing with domestic violence 
against women. The series ran in the October, November 

Swift response ~aves · art gallery 
By GINA CASTRO 
Staff Photographer 

What could have been a costly disas
ter, turned out to be only minor damage in 
the College of the Mainland-Fine Arts Gal
lery. Quick reaction by art student Ray Tay
lor, who grabbed a nearby fire extinguisher, 
helped save the remainder of the art ex
hibit and possibly the Fine Arts Building. 

The art exhibit was set up in a small 
room built by artist Bogdan Perzynski in
side the art gallery. On April 11 smoke 
filled the small room when cables hooked 
up to a piano used in the exhibit burned. 
The Texas City Fire Department rushed to 
the scene. 

the fire occurred. The COM Maintenance 
Team noted that the smoke detector was 
present, but was not in operation at the 
time of the fire. 

The fire was detected by several stu
dents who were attending a workshop by 
photographer/journalist Wendy Watriss. 
After locating the source of the smoke, 
Taylor used the extinguisher to put out the 
flames. 

and December issues of InterCOM. 
Taft, who finished up her requirments for her 

associate's degree in December, was very excited when 
informed of the award. "It's about time," she said. "It's 
great to be recognized for your creative work. After work-

See Paper Page 12 

According to the Texas City Fire De
partment report, an electrical cord shorted 
and extensive smoke filled the exhibit 
room. The electrical wire cable insulation 
was worn out due to lack of maintenance. 
The report also noted that no smoke detec
tors were present and that a sprinkler sys
tem was not installed in the room where 

"It is interesting that nothing could 
have been done differently in this situa
tion," explained Mona Marshall, COM 
Fine Arts Gallery director. "The wiring 
was done by someone commissioned by 
the artist. It had been tested. It is difficult 
to Im'aw there would be a problem. How
ever, given this experience, if we have 
another exhibit with electronic compo
nents, I would plan for lead time and have 
our own electrician check it In this case 
he probably would not have found any
thing wrong at that time. 

"I think we.were very lucky that we 
See Art Page 11 

The Texas City Fire Department responded to a fire in the COM Fine Arts Gallery 
April 11. The fire was extinguished by art student Ray Taylor. Cables hooked to a piano 
for an art exhibit shorted out causing the fire. (Photo by Gina Castro) 
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SC elevator to be finished May 28 

Workmen put finishing touches on the Student Cen
ter elevator. The construction and remodeling of the 
center's front entrance is scheduled to be completed 
by May 28. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

By CAROL BOONE 
Staff Reporter 

"The elevator is in place and the Student Cen
ter remodeling should be finished by May 28," said 
Bob Kostelecky, College of the Mainland Physical 
Plant director. 

The new elevator will meet the federal guide
lines of the American Disability Act to ensure handi
capped accessibility with a wider interior and a ramp. 
Kostelecky stated, adding that the old elevator was 
too small and inconvenient. Additional changes to 
the Student Center include remote control door open
ers, new lighting and ceramic tile. Floor mats at the 
entrance will improve safety conditions. 

The bookstore's remodeling and the soon-to-be 
completed Student Center's main entrance will en
hance the building's appearance and function . 

The renovation was slowed because of inclem
ent weather and delayed elevator shipment. Origi
nally the project had been expected to be completed 
in March. 

Kostelecky said the elevator and Student Cen
ter were "on budget" with no deficits or over expen
ditures. This saved the college and community 
money 

Stu.dent seeks to change dean's list rules 
Dear Editor: 

Why must I be penalized? After attending COM for 
three years with a cumulative GPA exceeding 3.3, I was 
disturbed to learn that I am unable to achieve Lhe deans 
list and feel a need to voice my opinion for myself and 
others who will follow. 

The dean's list is a recognition of outstanding 
achievement A 3.3 cumulative average is an accom
plishment and truly defines academic achievement. Why 
am I not invited you might ask? As were many of my 
fellow students; I was disappointed to learn Lhat this 
honor is only offered to students able to takel2 credit 
hours per semester. Regardless of my average, therefore, 
I couldn't possibly qualify. 

I am a working single parent, only able to attend 
three-fourths of the time because of my other responsi
bilities. A working single parent vying for a college 

~Inter COM 
Managing Ediior 

Assis1ant EdilOr 

BARBARA E. LEWIS 

MARCEDOO 

education is a remarkable achievement. Most people 
would agree auending college, working and caring for a 
family is like having three full-time jobs. 

Maintaining a household and caring for one's 
children must be a parent's first responsibility; whereas, 
one's education m·ust sometimes take second priority. 

I have worked hard to divide my time in such a way 
as to enable me to auend college and be a good provider 
and parent. It is unfair for the college to ask people in 
my position and olhers in difficult predicaments to 
monetarily or mentally try to attend full time to make 
the dean's list. It is .m honor and a privilege to be 
included on this prestigious list. 

I would like for Lhis prerequisite to be reconsidered 
and to no longer exclude individuals unable to attend 
full time. To repeal the prerequisite entirely would be 
unacceptable; but is it not plausible that upon graduation 
a person wilh a cumulative GPA of 3.3 or better could 
have the opportunity to have his/her name added? 

.,,. Making the dean's list is not only an honor but also 
benefits in helping to obtain scholarships and grants 
much needed by single parents who deserve to be 
encouraged not penalized. 

Mary Woehst 
COM student 

Post goes under: 
one viewpoint left 

Mike 
Miles 

Dateline: Tuesday, April 18 -- A Houston land
mark is swallowed up whole by corporate America. The 
Houston Post sends its final edition to press to the 
surprise and sadness of its readership. And an era comes 
to an end. 

The demise of the Post has given the Houston 
metropolitan area a hearty dose of reality. No one truly 
realizes that virtually every part of our society is 
governed, not by Lhe laws of man, but by Lhe laws of 
money. Like a once-champion athlete the Post was 
forced to leave the field. 

Many people I've talked to are asking what all the 
fuss is about They can't see how all this could affect 
their daily lives. They are simply happy that Doonesbury 
will still be printed in Houston. The reality is that 
Houston will lose much more than a few comic strips. 
Houston will lose a second public voice. 

With print journalism now being the only bastion of 
responsible reporting left in America, Houston will have 
to face the future without one of its strongest supporters. 
Many considered the Post to be the voice of reason in 
the fast-paced world of Houston news. It served as a 
voice to the world, telling of all Houston has to offer. 

Aside from the distinct personality of Lhe Post, there 
is more to this loss. Houston has become one of Lhe most 
influential cities in America. Houstonian attitudes make 
a difference in American culture and politics. Having 
two voices in print serves to give the public a broader 
view· of the world. It requires responsible reporting on 
both sides. 

No longer will important issues be fairly argued on 
the ~torial pages of two papers. Now only one editorial 
voice will tell Houston how to think and how to vote. 
From now on, the Houston Chronicle will serve as Lhe 
only voice for Houston. 

The competition for subscriber and advertising 
dollars is gone, but so is Lhe competition to get the best, 
most accurate story to the reader first 

Houston will go on, but it'll do it without coverage 
from one of the state's finest sports pages. 

The campaigns for president will begin in earnest 
later this year, but only one endorsement will come from 
Houston's print media. Life will continue, but sadly 
without The Houston Post. 
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Dear Editor, 
In response to the article "Smokers outraged at loss 

of rights" written by Melissa Franklin in InterCOM 
March/April 1995 issue. 

I resent the fact that you presume to speak for all 
smokers at COM I am a student and a smoker, you did 
not ask my opinion. You do not speak for me. 

I believe the 12 designated smoking areas provided 
to us are more than adequate to suit our needs. There is • 
not one building on campus that is not almost immedi
ately accessable to a smoking area. Two of these ar~ 
are covered, and seating is provided. I feel the smoking 
policy is extremely generous; considerin~ many public 
buildings and facilities are banning smoking altogether. 

The fine of $4 is a reasonable punishment for those 
of us who choose not to follow the rules, who choose 
not to use ashtrays, or who choose not to smoke in a 

designated area. 
As for Lhe suggestion Lhat it is outrageous for non

smokers to complain: I choose to smoke; they choose 
not to. 1 respect a nonsmoker's right to breathe air free . 

• of the pollutants caused from cigarettes, whelher that rur 
is inside or outside. 

The smokers at College of the Mainland, including 
you and me, need to follow Lhe generous rules for 
smoking and police Lhose of us who do not 

Let us work together to keep the privilege of 
smoking for indeed it is a privilige, not a right. If we do 
lose the right to smoke on campus, it will be because of . 
our own arrogance, our own selfishness, and it definitely 
will be our own fault. 

Lillian Louise Hampton 
COM Student 



'Newt's contract: people or politics? 

Jessamyn 
Denney 

It is ironic that the current speaker of the House of 
Representatives in Washington, D.C., is not even 
allowed to speak i>.ublicly anymore. It seems he always 
ends up with his foot in his mouth. Newt Gingrich, who 
frequently has been regarded as a buffoon, now is 
blowing billows of bombast with the so-called "Contract 
with America." Again and again Gingrich has loudly 
called attention to the contract, spewing grandiose 
proposals in the wake. Gingrich shrouds the issues in 
colorful packaging and endless rhetoric. 

Behind the facade of this contract stands a new 
order of "followers" in the House who are a small 
sampling of people who allow ~emselves to be told 
what is right What is not right is that the proposals in 
the contract will end up hurting the average-and, of 
course, the below-average income American. Newt 
supports the no pain, no gain theory; ho\\lever, corporate 
America will not have to suffer, nor will the wealthiest 5 
percent of the country. 

A few examples of the contract proposals include 
reworking welfare with plans of cutting it altogether in 
two years, and giving tax breaks (for the upper-crust) 
that could adversely affect proper funding for education 
and Medicare. 

Some changes need to be made in our system and 
people will always disagree about how to make them. 
However, what people need to realize is that somewhere 
beyond their own backyard, their own careers and even 
beyond their own life spans, there is a big picture. Our 
lives are so infinitely connected, that even the minutest 
change will eventually affect everyone. 

We cannot allow ourselves to believe one "wanna 
be's" song and dance. Easing the laws for environmental 
protection for corporations does not benefit the average 
American. Regressing Affirmative Action laws will not 
improve racial issues for the average American. And 
substantially cutting funding for numerous educational 
programs will not enhance the average American's life. 

Exactly who is this contract for? It's not for the 
struggling masses. And most definitely it is not about 
stabilizing the economy or helping disadvantaged 
people. 

Is this contract concerned with people or with just 
pushing issues? We must make our own informed 
decisions. This country is "We the people" not "Newt 
the people." 

Nation's fears may affect democracy 
By DAWN RUNNER 
Guest Reporter 

Is terrorism on the rise in America? First it was the 
New York World Trade Center and then the Oklahoma 
City federal building. 

When the bombing in Oklahoma City destroyed the 
federal building, the nation was devastated because of 
the number of lives lost. We are still in shock as news 
coverage shows the wreckage and bodies. Nobody is 
quite sure of the reason behind this horrible act. Timothy 
McVeigh supposedly committed act of this terrorism to 
revenge the Branch Davidians fiery deaths on the two
year anniversary of the Waco fiasco April 19. 

Whoever bombed the federal building committed an 
act of incomprehensible malice. None of the children in 
that building should have died. 

President Clinton has called for preventive mea
sures in the future. Congress will now be busy debating 
the proposed anti-terrorist legislation. If this legislation 
passes through Congress, government agencies will have 
more power to investigate possible terrorist groups. The 

problem is that a line has to be drawn to determine what 
act has the potential for being criminal. 

Who is going to draw this line? Where will this line 
be drawn? I don't know. Determining possibilities can 
be a risky endeavor. 

During the late 1940s.and early 1950s Joseph 
McCarthy led government agencies in search of commu
nists, and the civil rights of many were obstructed. 
During the 1960s government agencies spied on citizens 
and political groups that had the potential for criminal 
activity, and again people's civil rights were violated. 
Must we travel this path again? The government 
agencies already have enough power, maybe too much. 

The bombing in Oklahoma is a terrible crime, but it 
is not a crime against the government. It is a crime 
against the people. IfMcVeigh's target was the govern
ment, he missed. I don't feel that this should be an 
excuse to beef up national security even more. An anti
terrorist ·movement in the government could very well 
disregard some of our civil liberties, such as the freedom 
to (whether it be patriotic or not) peaceably assemble. 
Editor's note:Runner is a former InterCOM staff member 
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Smokers catch heat 
over campus litter 

Skip 
Garwood 

On April 17 I went to one of my favorite 
designated smoking areas to enjoy a cigarette and 
talk to fellow students who are smokers and 
nonsmokers. To my surprise, tacked to the table, 
was a letter addressed to me, a smoker. 

The headline read: "Attention: All smokers 
(And Anyone Else Interested In Helping Protect 
Smokers Rights)." Since I 'm interested in 
protecting anyone's rights, I read the letter. 

It seems once again the College of the 
Mainland Board of Trustees is looking for a way 
to ban smoking on campus. The Board, it seems, is 
upset about the amount of trash, cigareue butts 
and smoking-related items left in these areas. So 
we the smokers, considered by many as the plague 
of mankind, are once again reminded of the 
smoking policy and the Board's decision to permit 
smoking in designated smoking areas only and 
that the smoking areas are kept clean. 

This started me thinking about why the 
smoker has been singled out as the only°liuerer. 
The smoking policy issue should be over with. It 
meets all state and federal laws, separating 
smokers from nonsmokers and giving-everyone a 
healthy enviornment. 

So let's get off the smoker's back, screw our 
heads on right, and look at the real problem: litter. 
No one is enforcing the liuering laws or punishing 
those who do liuer. Also no one is cleaning up the 
mess. Most everyone on campus I've talked to 
thinks we have a beautiful campus and dislikes 
litter just as much as the Board of Trustees does . . 
But there are a few who don't give ad_. They 
not only tlupw butts and smoking-related items on 
the ground, they also throw down soda cans, 
candy wrappers, chip bags and hamburger sacks 
without thinking twice about it. 

These few hollow-headed, disrespectful 
people are the ones who are making those who try 
to clean up after themselves look bad. We have the 
laws, so let's get the campus police out there 
writing fines and enforcing the laws. 

As a maintenance supervisor for some 15 
years pior to coming to COM, it's not unusal for 
me to walk around campus noticing that trash is 
not being cleaned up. 

The smoking areas are not cleaned on a 
regular basis and sometimes trash lies around 
these areas for two weeks or more or until the 
wind blows it elsewhere. I see the gum that is 
stuck forever to the walkways and stairways with 
no one even attempting to clean it up. I see gang 
writing on the walls that has bee!) there for more 
than a month. And as I walk around Lake Eckert I 
notice trash that has been there so long it has 
finally decomposed .. A dead duck lay next to the 
lake so long that the only thing left was just 
feathers and bones. Finally the last big rain 
washed it off to the bottom of the lake. I could go 
on but my intent is not to make anyone look like 
the bad guy. 

So let's not pick on one group. The smokers, 
gum chewers, soda drinkers and candy eaters 
should pick up after themselves .. This problem is 
everyone's problem: students, faculty, mainte
nance crews, custodians and even the Board of 
Trustees. We must all stand together and put litter 
in its place and those responsible for it in theirs. 
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Michael Garza is pictured with his d;mghter, Jackie, 
who holds the envelope with the $150 scholarship 
awarded to him by the Student Art Association dur
ing the opening of the Student Art Show held in con
junction with the Annual Art Festival April 20. 

(Photo by Jessamyn Denney) 

Will it be an audit or 
will it be a refund? 
By SKIP GARWOOD 
Staff Reporter 

Each year 2 to 3 percent of American taxpayers re
ceive an offer from the government they can't refuse. A 
letter usually appears in your mail box requesting your 
presence at the nearest Internal Revenue Service office 
for an audit of your personal tax return. 

Don't panic! It's probably not as bad as you think.As 
you read your audit request, a dozen questions usually pop 
into your head. Why did they pick me? What did I do 
wrong? How much is it going to cost me? 

The IRS usually doesn't just pick people at random. 
The IRS selects you when your tax return figures just don t 
make much sense when analyzed by their computers.When 
that happens, IRS puts a "red flag" on the return, which 
means your will be looked at a little closec For instance if 
you donate $5,000 to a charity and have an income of only 
$15,000, you're a good candidate for an audit. Because 
most Americans don't donate that much money with so 
little income, the IRS computers puts a red flag on your 
tax return. If you have the documents to prove that you 
actually gave $5,000 and spent no more then$ 10,000, you 
should survive the audit in one piece. If the audit is of a 
tax return you filed last year or the year before and the 
IRS finds an error on it, your cost is usually kept to a 
minimum, depending on the amount of the crroc You most 
likely will have to pay the taxes you owe plus the interest 
and penalties. If the tax error is on an older return then the 
interest and penalties could add up to a tidy sum. 

If you already have received you request for an audit 
and don't know what to do and are about to spend money 
on a tax lawyer or a CPA, first go to your local library and 
check out a book and read up on what to expect. It is not 
as hard as you would think to prepare for the audit your 
self and you may decide to foiget about the tax lawyer or 
CPA. The College of the Mainland Library has two great 
books on this subject, Stand Up to the IRS and How to 
Survive A Tax Audit. 

So don't panic if you are one of the lucky ones to 
receive an audit request instead of that long awaited tax 
return. If you can prove your return is correct, you'll get 
the refund you were waiting for to use as down payment 
on that new car or that long overdue vacation. 

COM Art Festival a 'real success' 
Despite cloudy skies and intermittent showers, the 

College of the Mainland Arts Festival held in the FineArts 
Building April 20 was a "real success". 

The festival, sponsored by the StudentArt Associa
tion, featured an all-day student art sale live entertainment 
throughout the day. The evening culminated with perfor
mances by various groups as well as the opening of the 
COM Student Art Show in the FineArts Gallery. A schol
arship and a certificate of appreciation were awarded at 
the opening. 

"I'm excited about winning," said COM art student 
Michael Garza of the $150 scholarship the StudentArt 
Association awarded him. Garza said he was happy to see 
that a scholarship is being offered in art. So much money 
goes into expanding technology, he said that it's good to 
see some go to preserve culture through art 

COM art student Ray Taylor was awarded a certifi
cate by the Visual and Performing Arts Team for 
extinguinshing a fire in the Fine Arts Gallery April I 1. 
"His quick action prevented a potentional disastei;" said 
COM art professor James Templer in presenting the cer
tificate. A piano in a recent exhibit by Bogdan Perynski 
caught on fue when cables connected to it shorted out 

The student show which closed May 1 featured pho
tographs, sculptures, paintings, drawings and ceramics by 
COM art students. The works displayed were primarily 

produced during the spring semester art classes. 
COM art Professor Janet Hassinger provided tech

niques in watercolor painting and Sandy Bogus of the 
graphic arts department gave a multi-media presentation 
showing how technology has impacted the field of com
mercial art. 

Other demonstrations included charcoal drawing, oil 
and acrylic painting, sculpture, ceramics and portrait pho
tography using a lruge-format camera. 

Musical entertainment was provided all day. The art 
festival featured Brazialian pianist Vania Pimentel, a cham
ber music recital, a flute choir and a saxophone ensemble 
performance, the COM Jazz Combo and the Gentlemen 
Songsters. Also well-known saxophonist BobbyWatson 
gave a free clinic. 

By the end of the day, the art sale raised approximately 
$1,000, according to COM art Professor Betty Polifka, 
sponsor of the StudentArt Association. After artist fees of 
$900 are paid, the rest will go toward art scholarships, 
workshops and future art events. 

Palifka summed up the festival saying it was wonder 
ful. Most of the art students participated and she was de
lighted by the many people who visited the fest. 

Jessamyn Denney, Melissa Franklin, Skip Garwood and 
Mike Mikes contributed to this story. 

Hunter assists students in LRC computer lab 
By MIKE MILES 
Staff Reporter 

Many know Clint Hunter only as the manager 
of the "writing lab," the computer lab in the College 
of the Mainland Learning Resources Center. Every
one in the LRC is used to seeing him help students 
learn more about computers. 

Hunter teaches 10 different writing labs and also 
teaches non-course TASP remediation in both writ
ing and reading, keeps his lab extremely broad-based 
serving humanities, social sciences, business and 
journalism. However, Hunter's primary focus is serv
ing students who frequent the lab. 

Being a teacher is the culmination of a long and 
winding journey which began for Hunter not far from 
here. A brief glimpse into his world reveals a man 
who has achieved a great deal over the years to bring 
him full circle to fulfill a dream. 

Born in Houston, Hunter attended and gradu
ated from Stephen F. Austin High School. His par
ents moved him to Arlington, outside of Dallas, 
where he began college at Arlington State College. 
There he met his wife of35 years, Dixie, the daugh
ter of a retired Air Force lieutenant colonel. 

Hunter spent more than 20 years in business and 
industry. He has worked in quality management, 
production planning, inventory control and even has 
spent a short time working as an industrial engineer. 

His involvement with computers began about 
15 years ago when his employer began computeriz
ing accounting and inventory control. Hunter admits, 
'Tm not a technical person; I'm a computer user." 
Greg Zak, the lab assistant is the computer wiz. 

During his travels, Hunter earned a bachelor's 
degree in social sciences from Thomas Edison Col
lege in Princeton, NJ. Some time later, he earned 
his master's degree from California State UQiver
sity-Dominguez Hills, Carson (a suburb of Los An
geles). 

When Hunter and his wife returned to Hous
ton, he was no longer satisfied with his career. So, 
with his wife's blessing, "I just up and quit." He then 
began to make his dream reality and went to work 
for the Harris County Departmei:it of Education in 

their Adult Basic Education Department. Two years 
ago Hunter came to COM. 

One of his proudest achievements is his library 
of Texas literature. He explains, "When you 're a 
native Texan and you go to New Jersey and you go 
to Memphis and you go to all these places ... I 
really cherish my roots here, my Texas roots." 

Hunter and his wife have three children. The 
oldest son, David, holds a doctorate in computer 
science and teaches in Virginia. Their daughter, 
Donna, a graduate of Baylor University in Waco, is 
married and lives in Dallas. Their youngest son, Ri
chard, is a respiratory therapist in Houston. They 
also have three grandchildren, Donna's children. 

LRC computer writing lab manager Clint Hunter 
helps COM student DeAnnTurner with her com
puter work. Hunter teaches 10 writing labs in L-
148 and supervises students who come into the 
!ab on a drop-in basis. (Photo by Gina Castro) 
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History celebrated 
By MELISSA FRANKLIN 
Starr Reporter 

The 22nd Annual Cinco de Mayo Festival at College 
of the Mainland is set for Thursday, May 4. 

Authentic pre-Columbian artifacts and original his
torical documen.ts of Mexicq and Texas will be on display 
in the Learning Resource Center Library from 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m. 

A musical concert by "La Ti pica," a ladies instrumen
tal music troupe, who have been playing traditional Mexi
can folk songs on concert tours throughout the Southwest 
since the 1940s, will be held in the LRC breezeway be
tween the library and the LRC auditorium (L-131) from 6 
p.m. to 7 p.m. 

"Ballet Folklorico Traditional" under the direction of 
Maria Montemayor, will be performed in the LRC Audi-
torium from 7 to 8 p.m. · 

This will be followed by a concert of Mexican 
mariachi music performed by Marilu Gonzales and "Los 
Gallitos" from 8 to 9 p.m. 

COM students Diane Wilbur and Veronica Hone finish a team project in their graphic art class located in the 
Technical-Vocational Building for the YMCA day camps. Their designs will be used next year for the YMCA 
children's T-shirts. (Photo by Jessamyn Denney) 

The Cinco de Mayo Festival commemorates the vic
tory of the Mexican forces, led by General Ignacio 
Zaragoza (born in Goliad, Texas) over the French forces, 
led by General Lorencez, on Puebla May 5, 1862. 

Today the Cinco de Mayo festival is a symbol of the 
celebration of the Mexican-American cultural heritage. 

Services available 
for disabled students 
By CAROL BOONE 
Starr Reporter 

In order to reach all segments of the student popula
ti~n. the College of the Mainland S pccial Student Services 
offers specific aid to disadvantaged students. Services are 
available for students with learning disabilities, visual or 
hearing impairment and various health problems. Students· 
recovering from substance abuse are served according to 
Special Students Services pamphlet, published by COM. 

The mission of the Special Student Services as stated 
in the pamphlet "is to provide each student with the re
sources necessary to complete his/her coursework and/or 
degree plan." 

According to librarian Bob Slaney, the Learning Re
source Center proviEes visual aids, such as a talking cal
culator, a Sharp Casseue player/recorder with braille let
tering and magnifying glasses. These items can be obtained 
through the circulation desk. An Optelcc Closed Circuit 
TV with enlarged print for the visually-impaired also is 
available in the reference section. 

The COM police station, located in the Administra
tion Building, furnishes wheelchairs and handicapped park
ing pennits for those who need them. Security also pro
vides remote control door openers for disabled students. 

The Special Student Services pamphlet states that the 
COM business department has Vista and Vert-Plus Voice 
computer programs for visually impaired students. The 
Vista program enlarges the screen print size and the Vert
Plu~ Voice reads screen material for the student. 

Barbara Crews, Special Student Services coordina
tor, said that individuals willing Lo read to visually-im
paired students are available as well as note-takers and 
interpreters for hearing-impaired students. Sign language 
interpreters may be requested in advance from Special 
Student Services Office. 

Special Student Services also supplies information on 
financial aid, counseling and referral sources as well as 
existing services for the disabled that catl be obtained at 
the state, federal and community levels. At this Lime the 
only assistance available to the HIV-positive students are 
referral services. 

For more information, please contact Crews at (409) 
93.8-qll_ or (713) 2~0}991, Ext. 470,496 or 2!5. 

Brown bag series offers support for women 
By NICOLE TORRES 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland offered the final install
ment of the Women in Support Brown Bag Series April 
6. How to Cope with the Suicide of a Loved One was 
the subject of this seminar. 

Janice Heckman, a licensed therapist with the 
Galveston C6unty Family Services, has been giving the 
lectures for about five years. 

According to Barbara Crews, coordinator of Dis
abled Student Services, the Brown Bag Series began in 

the "mid-80s" when it be€ame apparent that "women 
students needed additional support to get them to come 
to COM and stay enrolled." 

Although the series is geared toward women, men 
also are invited. 

Other topics Heckman has covered during this se
mester include a three-part series on effective commu
nication, strengthening step families and helping chil
dren cope with death. 

Brown Bag has covered a plethora of topics since 
it began. "I try to think of things that are relevant and 
helpful to women of today," Heckman said. 

InterCOM staff shares a laugh 

"' 

lnte,COM staff members enjoy comradery while putting the finishing touches on stories to be placed in the 
March issue of the lnte.rCOM, Pictured from left, Barbara E. Lewis, managing editor; standing, Jessamyn 
Denney, reporter; Skip Garwood, reporter; and Maree Doo, assistant editor. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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ampus 
COM student Duran 
visits Spain's king 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Mangaing Editor 

Who among us has been entertained by ro:,alty or 
would ever expect to be? College of the Mainland student 
Jamie Antonio Duran and his parents have been. 

Duran, who was born in Spain on the island of 
_,,..... Mallorca in the Balearic Archipelago, came to live in the 

United States 16 years ago. Duran retains his Spanish citi
zenship because he does not want to go back to his moth
erland as a visitor, and some day he wants to return to live 
there. He was 5 when his family came here, and even 
though Duran has fond memories of his years here in 
America, they will never replace his love for his home
land. 

Duran and his parents are still loyal subjects to King 
Juan Carlos I and Queen Sofia of Spain. They belong to 
an organization called the Granaderos and Damas De 
Galvez, order of the Houston Chapter. Duran became a 
member in 1991 and now holds the position of secretary, 
King Juan Carlos,Admiral Erik Martel of the Spanish navy 
and Charles Barrera of San Antonio founded the organi
zation in 1976. 

The men dress in the traditional uniform which army 
General Bernardo De Galvez wore when he was sent by 
the Spanish crown to help the colonies in the American 
Revolutionary War. The women wear floor length capes. 
The organization's goal is to proclaim De Galvez as one 
of the greatest heroes of America's War for Independence. 
His name now appears in textbooks as one of America's 
heroes and several cities now honor his memory on July 
23, his birth date. 

This semester Duran made an unexpected trip to Spain 
in late February because of a family illness. While there, 
lie joined 12 other organization members all dressed in 
the traditional uniform and visited the American Embassy. 
Ambassador Richard Gardner and his wife Danielle were 
their hosts at a continental breakfast. Then it was off to the 
palace where the group were guests of the royal family. 

Information about aid 
gives students false scare 
By SKIP GARWOOD 
Staff Reporter 

The recent scare about the loss of state and fed
eral aid to support education such as the much used 
Federal Pell Grant was just that, a scare. 

The misunderstood and misleading information 
that spread rapidly around campus had many stu
dents worried about their future education and what 
the future would hold for them personally. The quick 
rally to arms called by the College of the Mainland 
Student Activities and Student Government provided 
some misunderstood and misleading information. 

Students must understand that because of the 
pressure put on the federal government to cut spend
ing in the future, some type of change may be com
ing that will not only affect COM students but also 
the college itself. As a result, it is very important at 
this time to keep the facts straight 

Rebecca Miles, director of COM Financial Aid 
stated, "I will notify thelnterCOM of any newswor
thy information I have concerning changes in the 
Financial Aid program as I hear about them." She 
added that the 1995-96 awards for the Federal Pell 
Grant will not be affected. 

As students, it is also important to let our 
repersentatives and senators know our thoughts 
about changes in the education benefits. 

Spain's King Juan Carlos I, on left, shakes hands with COM student Jamie Antonio Duran, dressed in official garb 
of members of the Granaderas and Damas De Galvez, founded in 1976 by the king; Admiral Erik Martel of the 
Spanish navy and Charles Barrera of San Antonio in. Duran new to Spain in late February for a familily illness. 

They were received by King Carlos, who had his arm in a history that spans thousands of years. Spain is not just a 
sling due to a skiing injury, and his wife Queen Sofia, who place, it is a fulfillment ofa dream, and I am happiest when 
is the second cousin of Prince Philip, the husband of Queen I am there. It is a place full of warm people and traditions 
Elizabeth II of England. that have been carried down through generations." 

Last year Duran literally bumped into the king's sis
ter Princess Pilar while shopping in the Santa Catalina 
market in Mallorca. As Duran explained, "It's very 
~rowded and people can hardly move without bumping 
mto someone." 

When Duran and his parents attended the 1992 
Mayor's Gala in Houston at the Hyatt Regency, King 
Carlos' daughter Princess Elena was the guest of honor. 

When Duran speaks about his motherland, as he calls 
it, his face lights up. "Spain will always hold a special 
place in my heart because it is rich in culture and has a 

This semester Duran has given two speeches in one 
of Roger Stallings' speech classes. His first speech was 
about the colorful history of Spain, and the other was a 
demonstration of how to make Sangria, a wine punch. 
Since alcohol is not permitted on campus, he substituted 
red Kool-Aid for red wine in the punch. Duran said every
one in his family likes to make the punch. This led to a 
story about his Aunt Rufina making the punch one time. 
She kept sampling it and the next thing the family knew 
she was out wading in the river. 

Duran is working toward a degree in business and 
helping in the family restaurant Mallorca's, in Kemah. 

Condensed courses speed up graduation 
By NICOLE TORRES 
Staff Reporter 

A common problem facing college students these days 
is how to get an associates degree fro College of the Main- · 
land in two years. Most students are finding this a nearly 
impossible task~And nearly all deal with the dilemma of 
how to cram enough hours into each semester to achieve 
their goal. 

Several COM departments offer a variation on the tra
ditional semester and alternate methods for getting more 
credits within a limited time period. 

Some of these variations include weekend college, the 
spring mini-session, condensed summer school and con
densed courses within the long semesters. The departments 
of social sciences and real estate are among those that of
fer accelerated courses. 
, Rich Nowak, Real Estate Team leader, has been teach

ing the acceleratea class format since 1980. Over the course 
of a semester, he offers five classes each of which meets 
four days a week for four hours and lasts three weeks. 
After using this format for 15 years, Nowak says he sees 
many benefits and that through feedback from students he 
feels "adults want to learn this way." 

Some of the benefits of his accelerated courses in
clude the opportunity to register throughout the semestei; 
a less hectic end of the semester with only one final as 
opposed to five, and a more student friendly program that 
"helps students finish what they started." 

Susan Plasek, Child Development instructoi; also has 
experience with accelerated courses, having offered them 

throughout the long semesters and condensed summer 
school. The spring mini-session which lasts for three weeks 
is also a condensed course, which Plasek'has taught. 

Plasek said that' when choosing courses to condense 
she tends to look for whether a class lends itself to having 
physical activity as well as lecture time. 

Both Plasek and Nowak agree that teaching the con
densed courses is more demanding. And Nowak believes 

one reason that the condensed format has not caught on 
more quickly is that instructors are neither trained nor ac
customed to lecturing for much longer than an hour and a 
half at a time. The accelerated courses "take a lot more 
pre-planning on the part of the instructoi;" Plasek said . 

Nowak feels that the diversified students who now 
attend college are not as well-served by the traditional 16-
week semester as the less diversified students of the past. 

"The contemporary model of education does not fit 
the model of contemporary students," Nowak said. He 
describes non-traditional students as those who are over 
25, work and possibly are married and have children. 

Some limitations are placed on the courses that can 
be offered, however. Plasek said that because of the time 
needed to concentrate on material in lab classes, these 
classes are difficult to condense because students need 
plenty of time to absorb the material. 

Both Plasek and Nowak state thaLtl:,teir condensed 
formats have met with much success. Nowak attributes 
his low drop-out rate to the fact that students can easily 
see the end of the course after just the first few days. 

Other ways to get additional credits in order to gradu
See COM Page 7 



Student Nursing Association best in state 
t 

' 

COM nursing student Marcie Suitt, center, with student nurse.advisers Dianne Gasano, MS, RNC, on right, 
and Tom Hawkins, RN, MSN, CNA, on left, was named Student of the Year for the state o~Texas at a recent 
Texas Nursing Student Association state convention. The COM chapter of the Texas Nursmg Student Asso
ciation was named chapter of the year and chapter with the most projects completed. 

COM begins 10-week summer weekend college 
ate in a. reasonable length of time include the weeken~ 

college and condensed summer school. Weekend college 
offers courses for several hours Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sunday afternoons. 

The weekend college which began September 1994 
offers more convenient times to attend classes according 
to Alexander Pratt, coordinator of the weekend college. 
Pratt believes the one day a week offerings are "beneficial 
to people with other responsibilities." 

People who benefit from the weekend college include 
those who work and can't devote time to school during 
the week, those residents of Houston who have dificulty 
making evening courses during the week because of the 

· driving distance and work, and those parents who have 
difficulty coordinating baby-sitters and sparing time dUF 
ing the week. 

Another service offered by the weekend college is 
concurrent enrollment for high school students. Dickinson 
High School students currently have the opportunity to 
attend COM on the weekends and receive college hours 
while completing requirements for their high school di
ploma. 

This year for the first time, COM will also offer week
end college during summer school. Eight courses will be 
offered, each meeting either on Friday, Saturday or Sun
day and continuing for 10-12 weeks. 

Pratt would like to see extended offerings of week
end college, promising that the expansion will be as great 
as the student demand. He also hopes that with growing 

student demand, student services such as the bookstore 
and the admissions office also will lengthen their hours to 

meet the students' growing needs. 
Dr. Lee McGriggs, a member of the Social Science 

Team has taught both history and government in week
end c~llege. "The weekend college is essential to provid
ing students an opportunity to obtain a quality edu_cation 
at a time they are most accessible. 

Dr. McGriggs also feels that the students involved in 
weekend college bring much to the classroom environ
ment with their many diversified life experiences. 

Like Pratt, Dr. McGriggs forecasts the expansion of 
weekend college, citing that for most working people week
end college is the only means of .obtaining a degree. . 

Dr. McGriggs would like to see courses ofered m 
sequence so students can complete their degree programs 
in a reasonable length of time. 

Plasek said that in the past Child Development also 
has successfully condensed summer school by ofering 
courses for three weeks meeting several hours a day with 
both a morning and an afternoon class available. Thus, 
students could conceivably receive six hours of credit in 
three weeks. 

Although most courses at COM are still offered in the 
traditional long semester, close to two dozen courses are 
offered in the accelerated format. Nowak would like to 
see more research in the future into the benefits of the con
densed courses and feels that through increased oferings 
of the accelerated courses "student satisfaction can be op
timized." 

COM commencement held at La Marque High 
The College of the Mainland commencement will be 

held Friday, May 5, at 7:30 p.m. in the La Marque High 
School auditorium. 

Priscilla Hargrave, a graduating nursing student and 
Spencer Gould, who will receive his diploma in general 
studies, will be the two featured student speakers. Soloist 
Tracy Ross, a former COM student and gradute of Uni
versity of Dayton, in Dayton Ohio, will also be f~tured. 

Other groups performing include the COM choir, and 

Sparky Koerner and lite COM Jazz Combo. 

Graduation rehearsal will be held Thursday, May 4, 
at 5:30 in the La Marque High ~chool auditorium. 

Students need to be at high school by 6:45 p.m. Lo 
line up. Invitations, caps and gowns will be available in 
the COM Bookstore until May 4. 

For more information contact Carol Casper in the 
Admissions Office at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, 
Ext. 488. 
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Student government 
attends convention 

Until last fall, College of the Mainland had not had a 
student government for 12 years. One of its first accom
plishments was to become active in the Texas Junior Col
lege Student Government Association. As a result COM 
Student Government participated in the TJCSGA state con
vention held at the Hilton in Austin, March 30 through 
April 2. While there the group was elected to office of 
secretary for Region V. 

Ten junior colleges in the Gulf Coast area make up 
Region V. Each school has a chance to run for office dur
ing a regional meeting at the state convention each 
year.COM Student Governm~nt adviser James Shippy has 
beep involved with TJCSGA for a number of years serv
ing as president, vice president and treasurer on the 
Adviser's Board. He just completed a one year tenn serv
ing as the Region V adviser. 

Shippy and Anthony Hawkins adviser of the Organi
zation for African American Culture, accompanied the 13 
students representing the COM Student Government at the 
convention in Austin. The convention was attended by 
more than 500 students representing community colleges 
from across the state. 

"Students got a chance to attend workshops, hear guest 
lectures and network with other students," Shippy said. 
"It's an opportunity to enhance and improve student gov
ernment and increases leadership." 

Janet Prince, OAAC Studen~ Government represen
tative, said, "I enjoyed the motivational speakers and meet
ing people from all over the state and learning the correct 
way to run meetin,¥s. It was an environment away from 
school that we could focus on student government." 

Bookbuybackset May 1 
The College of the Mainland Bookstore will buy 

back textbooks from the spring semester beginning 
May 1. 

The book buy back will continue through the 
beginning of Summer session I. Bookstore employee 
Olga Smith said a good time to sell books back is 
during finals. _ 

The bookstore only buys back those books be
ing used next semester and buys back no workbooks 
or study guides and very few lab books. 

Student looks at pottery 

COM student Mary Anderson views pottery sold 
at the Student Art Festival held in the Fine Arts 
Building April 20. Other festival events included 
the Student Art Show and live musical entertain
ment. (Photo by Gina Castro) 
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Students slam employees 46-43 in hoop tourney 

Students beat employees 46-43 in the annual basketball tournament April 21. Shown with their trophies are front 
row from left, Ollie Jones, Darnell Morris, Ashton Jackson, Jermaine Thomas and Eddie Canles. Back row from 
lert, T.lge Cornelius, Larry Mccorkle, Paul Cooper, Corey Yancy and Trey Richardson.(Photo by Maryann Urick) 

By MELISSA FRANKLIN 
Staff Reporter 

No, it is not the NBA! It is the College of the Main
land Annual Employees vs. Students Basketball Game. 

The students won the game with a score of 46-43. 

"The teachers argued a lot, and they did not work to

gether as a team although they were ahead until near the 
end of the game," COM student player Larry Mccorkle 
said. "They were out of shape and their tongues were drag
ging." 

Anthony Hawkins, director of Career Planning and 
Placement, said, ''The game was very competitive." He 
added, "I appreciate Maryann's (Urick) support in the 
game." 

The employees vs. students basketball gam~ has been 
held annually in the spring for a number of years, said 
Urick, coordinator of Recreational Programs. In order for 
students to participate in this· event, they must participate 
in a tryout game first 

Students who participated in the game were Jermaine 
Thomas, Mccorkle, Ollie Jones, Darnell Morris, Eddie 
Canales, Tige Cornelius, Ashton Jackson, Paul Cooper and 
Corey Yancy. 

COM employees were Jerry Bryant, Michael Cady. 
Galen Hayward, Michael Judge, Ali Ravandi, Troy Terrell, 

. Larry Edwards, Tony Pfeiffer and Anthony Hawkins., 

Seagulls speak out about Quack Quacker's remarks 
By SKIP GARWOOD , our side of the story. Because I've been allowed to speak may get you. That howeve_r, is another story I'll have to 

St ff R t out, a large movement underway by GAS (Gulf coast As- tell you about some other tune. Now I must go. 
a epor er . . 0 r th h' th b k f soc1at.Jon for Seagulls) has been stopped. GAS had planned ops, sorry ,or at w 1te spot on e ac o your 

Since the March/April 
issue of InterCOM has 
come out the phones have 
been ringing off the hook at 
both the lnterCOM news 
office and the National 
Birdwatch Society main of
fice. It seems the seagulls 
are up in arms about the 
statement Quack Quacker 
made in- the article "Mr. 
Quacker shares his thoughts 
on COM" about the seagulls. 

Inter(;OM reporter Skip 
Garwood speaks with 
Sea Salty Sally. 

So in keeping with good journalism,/ nterCOM 
offered to hear the seagulls' side of Lhe story. 

Again Bill Featherhead, renowed birdwatcher and 
translator for the National Birdwatch Society was asked 
to translate what the seagulls had to say. 

Hello, I'm Sea Salty Sally elected spokesgull for the 
seagulls of the surrounding areas. Who does Quacker 
think he is by asking, "Who invited the seagulls"? 

We were here long before the domestic duck came 
around. Long before this college or any of the surround
ing areas were built, we were here. Our great great 
ancestors used to come inland to rest, drink fresh water 
and get away from the winter winds of the Gulf. 

We are the ones who should be asking who invited 
the ducks, but we believe there is room for all. 

We also appreciate people feeding us bread; it's a 
real delicacy to us. Do you know what it's like to wake 
up every day, knowing you're going to eat fish for 
breakfast, lunch and clinner--again and again. 

Then there is that comment Quacker made about 
little. white spots everywhere. What can I say execpt it's 
just an act of naiure. Believe me we don't really take 
high altitude bombing practice; it just can't be helped. 

I want to thank thelnterCOM for allowing me to tell 

to have freedom marches and demostrations here on the shirt.1 guess I should have flown around you rather than 
COM campus, and you know how young seagulls and over youuuuuuu. 
young ducks are, there would probably have been trouble. 

It will soon be warmer and most of us gulls will re
turn to coastal areas for the summer, so if I don't see you 
again till next fall, keep up the good work and thanks again 
for letting us speak out. 

There is a small warning I would like to leave with 
your readers. Have yQ.u ever seen a few of the seagulls 
and ducks hopping around on one leg? Well, that's be
cause of the creature at the bottom of Lake Eckert, so don't 
let you children wade or swim in the lake. The creature 

Plant sale slatedfor May 3 
Green thumb or brown thumb, come one, come all to 

the plant sale on Wednesday, May 3, in the College of the· 
Mainland greenhouse 9 a.m. to noon. The greenhouse is 
located in the Science Building. 

The COM biology department and Phi Theta Kappa 
are sponsoring the sale with proceeds going for a micro
wave oven. The plants were donated by Dr. Roy Rhame, 
COM biology professor. 



Student Paul Cooper blocks Jerry Bryant's jump shot 
during the COM Annual Student vs. Employee Bas
ketball game held April 21.Students triumphed over 
the employees 46-43. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 
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To mosh or not to mosh: that is the question 
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Crowd surfing, mosh pit, slam dancing and 
stage diving are common tenns in the language of 
14 to 29 year olds. Still many people young and 
old do not have any idea what these words mean. 

A mosh pit is an area in front of a stage where 
,a bunch of people slam dance and crowd surf. 

Still unclear? Picture an area about the size of 
an average empty living room. This is the size of 
the mosh pit. Fill this space with wall to wall 
people -- standing room only, slamming their 
bodies against one anothe~ and you have slam 
dancing or mashing. In the midst of the mashing 
crowd are others picking up people and passing 
them from person to person above their heads.This 
is crowd surfing. 

While crowd surfing is going on, some people 
are climbing onto the stage and diving into the 
crowd, allowing themselves to be caught and 
passed along from hand to hand by those in the 
pit. This is stage diving. 

All of this can be dangerous. That is the point 
Mashing is meant to be dangerous because it gives 
an adrenalin rush; as a result, people do not feel 
the bumps, kicks and punches. 

The pit allows people to work off their anger 
and pent-up energy. Yet, the pit is not completely 
chaotic and dangerous. People in the pit work hard 
to avoid potential injuries. Many bands even stop 
the show if a fist fight breaks out. 

Some bands such as Osmant, a Houston band, 
start the show by asking the mashers to take it 
easy and watch out for those who are there just to 
see the perfonnance. Osmant also plays a few 
slow songs so those in the pit can calm down. 

Still other bands such as Green Day, a popular 
punk band do not like the pit. Green Day's lead 
singer Billy Joe was reported by MTV to say he 
did not like mashing and does not know why 
everyone does it. 

Numbers, a Houston club, prohibits mashing 
at its concerts. 

I believe that everyone should be allowed to 
mosh, as long as people do not get out of control. I 
personally ao not mosh and am happy just to stand 
relatively close to the stage and watch the perfor:
mance. That way I do not get bumped too much or 
worse, trampled. 

I'd much rather the mashers work out their 
anger in the pit than with a gun. 

Sparky Koerner's enthusiasm for music contagious 
By CAROL BOONE 
Staff Reporter 

His given name is Harry Albert Koerner, but every
one calls him Sparky. If you were to meet him you would 
know why. He has a "spark" and enthusiasm for music 
that is contagious to anyone who is around him. Koerner 
has been a College of the Mainland music instructor for 
the last 12 years. In ad4ition, he directs the student jazz 
group, the COM Jazz Combo, and the Brass Guild, a group 
of musicians from the community. 

Koerner has always loved music. After a stint in the 
Air Force during the Vietnam era he started his music edu
cation at Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge. There 
he worked his way through college by playing in a dance 
band, working wedding receptions and such. From LSU 
he received his bachelor's degree in music, majoring in 
trumpet and minored in French horn. His interest in music 
drew him to the University of North Texas in Denton where 
he earned his master's degree in music education, with 29 
additional hours toward his doctoral degree. 

Koerner came to COM as a part-time instructor in 
1983 but soon became full-time in COM's Humanities and 
Fine Art Division. He teaches courses in beginning and 
advanced music theory, individual trumpet and French 
horn, music improvisation and Jazz Ensemble Combo 
(credit class for the COM Jazz Combo). 

Of the COM Jazz Combo Koerner £aid, "This current 
group of student musicians is the most talented I have seen 
yet." The Jazz Combo has perfonned at Galveston County 
Intercollegiate Conference contests and at several music 
festivals.The group also has performed at public and pri
vate events. At the Hill Country Jazz Festival in San 
Marcos, the Jazz Combo received an outstanding perfor
mance plaque on Feb. 5. The festival was sponsored by 
Southwest Texas State University. On April 20, the Jazz 
Combo played at the COM's Arts Festival with guest art
ist Bobby Watson.jazz musician and well-known alto saxo
phonist. 

Koerner's interest in students and music has led him 
to actively recruit high school students through notices sent 
out to area high schools. Koerner was instrumental in cre
ating a music scholarship through money raised from the 
Jazz Combo's perfonnances. This money is put into a 
scholarship fund. Koe~er belie~~s ~at students _should 

not have to worry about working part time to earn money, 
but rather should concentrate on their music. The music 
scholarship enables students to do that. Koerner added that 
a student does not have to bea music major to be awarded 
a scholarship. 

When Koerner is not teaching he is performing or 
perfecting his craft. He has played locally in the Galveston 
Jazz Festival and currently plays in the Galveston Sym
phony Orchestra. To keep his skill refreshed, Koerner prac
tices two hours a day. · 

Since 1985 Koerner has been the music coordinator 
for the Colonel, a paddlewheel boat out of Galveston. In 

that capacity he is responsible for hiring musicians for the 
various cruises, and he also perfonns. 

This year Koerner will play for the Galveston Out
door Musicals' production of Brigadoon-and West Side 
Story as part of the band. 

Koerner's main interest is music, but he also enjoys 
photography and swimming. He takes pictures of band 
events, among other things. He also has studied Tae Kwon 
Do karate. Koerner and his wife Chris have three chil
dren: Aaron, 15; Heather,13 and Chad, 9. The family re
sides in Texas City. Koerner's mother still lives in Pittsburg, 
Pa. 

Members of the COM Jazz Combo, under direction' of music professor Sparky Koerner were recognized indi
vidqally and collectively at the Hill Country Jazz Festival in San Marcos Feb. 5. Each student in the combo 
received outstanding solo certificates and the combo overall received an Outstanding Performance Plaque. Koerne~ 
center, is surrounded, from left, by Atushi Osada,bas;, Stephen Lopez, guitar;, EricThompson, percussion;, Ja
son Cantrell, bass guita; Ramiro Soto, saxophone; and Rodney Englebosh, keyboard. 
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Tattoos lose stigma: 
regarded as skin art 

Nicole 
Torres 

In recent years a quiet revolution has taken 
America by storm. In the minds of both the young 
and not-so-young, stigmas have been erased and 
taboos lifted. 

The result of what some like Lo dismiss as a 
mere craze is that tattoo parlors across the country 
have become the modern day Mecca for the 
younger generation, and any part of the body that 
will hold ink is getting tattooed. 

Out the window are the beliefs that tattoos are 
for convicts, Hell's Angels types and sailors. 
Today tattoos can be found on accountants, 
lawyers, nurses and students - every walk of life, 
every profession. 

Many people consider tattoos an act of self
mutilation, but people who see beauty in tattoos 
like to think of them as body-beautification. 

People who disapprove of tattooing accuse 
those who get tattoos of trying to be rebels or 
attention seekers. Granted there are people out 
there who get tattoos merely for the shock value or 
to pick a fight with society, but a vast number see 
tattoos as legitimate pieces of art. 

The human body is a canvas for the tattooer's 
needle and because the human body offers so few 
places one can't get a tattoo, your decision on 
body location comes down to who you want to see 
it A person concerned with how appropriate a 
tattoo will be in certain situations such as a job 
interview or her wedding can choose Lo get a 
tattoo that is easily concealed. 

I would argue that whal tattoo to get and 
where to place it are not necessarily decisions to 
rush into. I thought about it for a while. I wanted 
something that represented my personality, 
something pleasant to look at, something unique 
and something I could be proud of. Two years 
later I'm still satisfied, and the question I ask 
myself now is not should I have done it, but where 
on my body will I get my next taLLoo? 

Tattoos have officially gone mainstream. 
Their permanence makes them more acceptable 
and older generations seem Lo have a mentality 
that says, "It's not going away, and I'm nol 
shelling out the money to remove it, so I might as 
well get used to it" 

Different kinds of tattoos are showing up on 
different kinds of people. I've seen tattoos ranging 
from the Izod alligator to the Polo man and his 
horse to nature scenes to intricate tribal art. The 
designs range from the simple to the elaborate, the 
plain to the detailed. People who didn't dare get a 
tattoo in their youth because of the stigmas 
connected to tattoos are now indulging themselves 
along with college students. 

In a society hooked on quick fixes, short-term 
commitments, 30-second sound bytes and channel 
surfing, one may wonder what will happen in 'the 
long run. Do we fully comprehend now that we 
are making a lifetime commitment by getting a 
tattoo, or are we definitely the by-products of the 
"Me" generation, capable only of making deep 
commitments to ourselves? 

Job fair creates useful 
network for students 
ByMARCEDOO 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland held its Fourth Annual Job 
Fair in the Gym April I 9. The goal for each job fair is to 
"create a network between COM and local employers, so 
the employers will utilize COM students for their job open
ings, said Anthony Hawkins, director of Career Planning 
and Placement and coordinator of the faic 

Hawkins said having a job fair creates "an opportu
nity for COM students to have a direct interface ·with the 
industry." 

This year's job fair drew about 160 COM students, 
and several students obtained interviews with the Univer 
sity ofTexas Medical Branch at Galveston and the United 
Parcel Service, among others, Hawkins said. As a result 
of an interview at the fair, one COM student was hired by 
the Pinkerton Detective Agency as a secretary pending 
completion of the Fundamental Skills program at COM. 

For information regarding job placement or future job 
fairs call Hawkins at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, 
Ext 399. 

Pinkerton operations manager Ralph Weed helps 
COM student Jeana Barnes fill out an application for 
Pinkerton Security and Investigation Services. 

(Photo by Gina Castro) 

Women target for violence, rape 
By MARCE D00 to become abusive." 
Assistant editor 

Violence takes many faces in today's society. The 
ugliest, however, is violent assaults against women. 
Women are raped daily in the United States. Fortunately, 
various organizations ;;ind groups are available to help vic
timized women. 

According to infor,nation provided by the Houston 
Area Women's Center in a March publication, every six 
minutes a woman is raped and every hour 16 women con
front rapists. And because many women are ashamed to 
say they have been raped, these statistics may be too low. 

"Nearly four out of 10 women in a national study re
ported they had been raped" and "one in seven women in 
the same study reported they had been raped by their hus
bands," the Women's Center publication reports. 

One popular myth about rape is that it occurs among 
strangers. In reality, 60 to 80 percent of women are vic
tims of aquaintance rape, which means the women knew 
their attacker, the publication reports. 

"One in every eight college women experienced rape; 
almost 90 percent knew their assailant; more than one third 
did not discuss their experience with anyone; and more 
than 90 percent did not tell the police," the Women's Cen
ter also reports. Acquaintance rape happens most frequently 
to women between 15 and 24 years old. 

Date rape is a common form of acquaintance rape, 
and happens when a person forces another to have sex as 
part of a date, according to an article in the March 6-12 
eddition of, Compendium the College of the Mainland em
ployee newsletter. The article also states that date rape is 
caused by differences in men's and women's attitude about 
sex and violence and their differing expectations of rela
tionships. 

Twenty-five percent of all college women have expe
rienced rape or rape attempts, according to Compendium. 
Forty-six percent have reported having unwanted inter
course. Ten percent of all rapes are by boyfriends or ex
boyfriends. Four percent have reported being raped in the 
past six months and most date rapes occurred on college 
campuses. 

So why are men raping and assaulting women? The 
Bay Area Turning Point, a center for abused women, pub
lished a flier that may have some answers. "Men learn 
battering behavior from observing their fathers." Also 
many "boys who grow up in violent homes are more likely 

This violence needs to stop. Fortunately, organizations 
and groups are working diligently to help women who are 
victims. 

A Turning Point information flier states that the 
center's mission is "to provide shelter and crisis interven
tion services to women and their children who are victims 
of domestic violence and other crisis circumstances that 
lead to the need for safe refuge and assistance." The cen
ter offers a "time to heal" and "a turning point in many 
lives." 

Turning Point is a nonprofit center incorporated in 
1991 to serves most of the Clear Lake and surrounding 
area, Maria Longknecker said. 

Even though the center has no shelter to house women 
and their children, many services are available to women 
out of office located on Texas Highway 3 in Clear Lake. 
For women who need a place to stay accomodations are 
offered at a shelter in Pearland. 

Last year the Turning Point Center helped 1,050 
women; 517 of those women were helped by way of crisis 
calls. The other 433 women were police referrals, women 
and children in group sessions and one-on-one couseling 
sessions. 

Turning Point plans to open a shelter soon, 
Longerknecker said. Land has already been purchased and 
a contractor has been hired, but ground has not been bro
ken yet 

Among the other services the center provides is train
ing for police agencies so they c~ better help with do
mestic violence victims. The center also trains volunteers 
to help women in crisis situations. Longknecker said any
one who would like to help should call the Bay Area Turn
ing Point at (713) 332-1683. 

The Houston Area Women's Center is located at 31 O 1 
Richmond, Suite 150, Houston. The center's number is 
(713) 528-6798. 

HA WC sponsors many activities to help abused 
women. In April the center held several sexual assault pre
vention training programs for both women and men. In 
May the Women's Center is hosting its "Funny People" at 
an annual fund-raiser. This year's event features Wendy 
Liebm;m, Carol Leifer and Billy D. 

"Funny People" will be held May 11 at the Westin 
Galleria Hotel Grand Ballroom, 5060 West Alabama. 
There will be a silent auction, cocktails from 6 to 7:30 

See Groups Page 11 
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Groups off er help 
to women in need 
Continued from Page 10--------
p.m., dinner from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. and the perfor
mance from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. Individual tickets are 
$125. 

Six sessions self-defense classes are continu
ously offered by the HAWC every Friday at 6:15 
p.m. at the Houston Center. For more information, 
or to sign up for the class call (713) 528-5026. 

If you are a victim of rape or any other abuse, 
contact the nearest shelter for help. All of us need to 
be aware of the violence women are subjected to, 
and we need to get involved in community centers 
that work to help abuse victims .. 

Fiction brought to life; 
inspired by memories 
Con~inued from Page 1 

The next poet was Dr. John Gorman, an English pro
fessor at University of Houston-Clear Lake. Dr. Gorman 
started his reading with the crowd-pleasing poem, "Finest 
Folks on Earth Selected Bumperstickers From The Sun 
Belt," based on various bumper stickers, such as ff You're 
Horny--Honk! and Goat Ropers need Love Too. Many of 
his poems consisted of child-to-adulthood reminiscences. 
Though Dr. Gorman was born in Chicago, Ill., he grew up 
in Aurora, Ill., a place he now writes about with fondness, 
but disliked as a child. 

Dr. Gorman, who prefers to grade English papers in 
restaurants or cafes, uses the people he sees there as sub
ject matter for his poems. An in-love young couple feed
ing their young son in a cafeteria was the subject for his 
"Good News from Luby's Cafeteria." 

After the first two readers Dr. Sanders called for a 
short intermission. 

COM student Michelle B~ said after hearing the first 
two readers: "You could picture what they were writing. 
The way they talked about their life, it drew you into the 
poem." 

Third reader, Kimberly Verbines, who was born in 
California and grew up in Oklahoma, dedicated the short 
story she read to her children. "I Believe" is the story of a 
teen-aged girl trying to deal with being adopted, being over
weight and an adolescent all at the same time. She is un
mercifully teased by her brother and feels tormented by 
the image of her slim, beautiful mother, who was the head 
cheerleader in high school. 

Political science Professor Jim F'mley, who grew up 
in Knox, a small town in the Texas panhandle, read two of 

his short stories. The first is 
"Keeper of the Downs," 

· which was about a retarded 
boy dealing with the death 
of his father and the second 
story, "Yard Sale," was 
about a neurotic writer's 
reaction to a sale held at his 
woman friend's house. His 

friend's mother and sister 
are helping with the sale 
while the writer looks on in 
amazement at the types of 
people the sale attracts. 

Prof ~or Jim Finley Examples of all of the 
writers' works, except for Dr. Gorman's, are available in 
the COM literary magazine, Hwakan, on sale in the COM 
Bookstore. Both Dr. Sanders and Dr. Gorman have chap
books available. These are inexpensive books writers pub
lish to show their works to others. 

For more information about the books, contact Dr. 
Sanders at (400) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 214. 
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Day care children visit InterCOM 

COM Child Development Lab day care children visit the lnterCOM newsroom in the LRC. Pictured with 
teacher Marcela Clark, are from left Trevor Moseley, Rayleigh Gibson, Dylan Foster and Alejandro Chacon. 
The children stopped by for a visit while strolling around the COM campus. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

Teachers receive excellence awards 
Continued from Page 1----------

G. Bass, dean of Instruction ~d Student Development 
Wennagel has been a finalist twice before, in 1992 

and 1993. He also won the Griz Eckert award in 1994. 
"I like challenging the students," Wennagel said. "I 

like.seeing students rise to the challenge. I try to teach 
how to think, not what to think." 

Since 1985 it has become a tradition that the outstand
ing instructor receive two plaques and a ceramic mermaid 
vase. One plaque is the Outstanding Instructor plaque and 
the other is called the mermaid plaque. 

The mermaid plaque pictures a mermaid and reads "I 
will make you curiousJI will bring out the best in you./1 
am the siren of knowledge." 

The mermaid vase which is black ceramic has been 
passed on from each outstanding teacher winner begin
ning in 1985. The vase is an unusual thing that goes along 
with being outstanding instructor, a conversation piece and 
a tradition, according to Dr. Bass. 

Balloting for Outstanding Instructor began March 29 
and ran through April 10 with 17 locations available on 
campus for students to cast their votes. From these ballots 

five finalists were chosen. 
Three of the five finalists were those who received 

the most votes and taught classes with more than 50 stu
dents total. The other two spots were reserved for the two 
instructors with smaller classes who received the most 
votes. 

After the five finalists were chosen, the student selec
tion committee conducted in-class evaluations of the nomi
nees. The committee members were Michelle Buss, Arthur 
Compton, Melinda Jones, Ramona Mason and David 
Shoup along with the faculty representative who was last 
year's outstanding instructor winn~r - Rich Nowak. 

The committee visited the classroom of each of the 
nominees and evaluated the instructor's performance. They 
then tallied the evaluations and determined the winner. 

Having been chosen as COM's outstanding teacher 
also means Wennagel becomes the college's Piper Profes
sor nominee for next year. The Piper awards are given state
wide to 10 teachers of higher education. Wennagel also 
automatically becomes the faculty representative for the 
decision of next year's Outstanding Instructor. 

Wennagel resides in Texas City with family. 

COM considers using· duck as new college mascot 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland held an open student forum 
with the deans April 4. It was the second one of the semes
ter. Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 
Development, and Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of College 
and Financial Services, were there to answer questions. 

A duck has been chosen to be COM's mascot For 
years COM's colors have been blue and white. Since the 
subject of a mascot was under discussion, changing the 
school colors was also proposed. 

The need for more library hours was presented. Dr. 
Bass·said more hours could probably be added if enough 
students voiced that need. 

Another issue concerned the flags in front of the Ad
. ministration Building A student asked Dr. Bass why they 

weren't taken down during rain. He said the flags are 
weatherproofed and be flown diµing inclement weather. 
The flags are taken down however during high wind be
cause they could be damaged. 

Art student, Ray Taylor 
gets appreciation award 
Continued from Page !1--------

didn't sustain more damage due to the quick action 
of the art student Ray Taylor," Marshall added. 

An appreciation certificate was awarded to Tay
lor, former fire fighter with Nacogdoches Fire De
partment, at the Art Festival on April 20. 
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Former JnterCOM staff members display award certificates they won in the 1994 Intercollegiate Press Association 
Contest. Amy Bergeron, on left, won :first place for sports page design; Derek Warren, sports editor, won second 
place for sports page design; and Amy Taft, managing editor, won second place for her three-part series on Domes
tic Violence. InterCOM has won 14 awards in the past seven years. (Photo by Maree Doo) 

Paper garners 14 awards in 7 years 
Continued from Page 1----------
ing on the paper for five semesters, I feel like all that work 
finally paid off." 

Former sports editor, Derek Warren, who is still at
tending COM was thrilled about winning a second-place 
award for his sports page layout in the March 1994 issue. 

"I was definitely surprised," said Warren who was at 
work when he was told. "The news ·made my day. I con
sider this an honor knowing how many colleges com
peted. It's nice to know others think you're doing a good 
job. This will be my first award to hang on my wall and I 
hope there will be others." 

Amy Bergeron, who was on the InterCOM staff for 
only one semester was surprised to have won first place 
for her November sports page l3¥ouL "I can't believe that 
I won for a sports page layout," Bergeron said. " I received 
awards in in high school for my stories, but never any
thing for layout design. Even on my high school paper I 

never worked on the sports page because I don't like sports. 
That's why I was really surprised that I won first place for 
a sports page layout" 

TIPA was founded in 1909 at Baylor University in 
Waco with only a few Texas college and universities 
particapating. Today Southwest Texas State University in 
San Marcus, sponsors the contest, and 72 colleges and uni
versities are members of the association and participate in 
the contest in three divisions. 

The division is based on the size of the school. 
InterCOM has competed in Division 2 (3,000 to 7,000 
credit students) for the last eight years and has won 14 
awards. 

Some of the Division 2 schools whi whichlnterCOM 
competed include: Texas Christian University, Tyler; East 
Texas State University, Commerce; Texas Woman's Uni
versity, Denton; Southern Methodist University, Dallas; 
University of Houston-Clear Lake; and Amarillo College. 

COM Summer I session enrollment begins May 23 
College of the Mainland credit registration for Sum

mer I will be held May 23 and will begin in the lobby of 
the Administration Building. Registration hours are 8:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m. Summer I classes begin 
Saturday, May 27. The college will be closed Monday May 
29 in observance of Memorial Day, classes will resume 

on Tuesday, May 30. 
Admission requirements for Swnmer I must be met 

by May 16. 
For additional information call the Admissions Of

fice at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 264. 

Enjoy magic of writing; sign up for InterCOM 
By MELISSA FRANKLIN 
Staff Reporter 

Have you ever thought about writing for a news
paper and experiencing the magic of having your name 
in print? If yes is your answer, then make plans to sign 
up for the 1995 Summer I session and become a mem
ber of College of the Mainland's award-winning stu
dent newspaper, lnterCOM. 

Being a member of the staff offers experience in 
several areas of writing including personality sketches, 
straight news, indepth reports and sports stories. 

Photographers and cartoonists also are welcome 
to join thelnterCOM staff. 

Being a staff member also gives hands-on experi
ence in constructing a newspaper from the beginning 
stages of brainstorming for story topics to adding the 
finishing touches to the final product 

No prior journalism experience is needed to enroll 
in COM's beginner journalism course, COMM 1307 
(Writing for Mass Media). Those with some writing 
experience may enroll in COMM 2305 (Copy Editing 
and Production) with the instructor's approval. Other 
higher level courses available with instructor's approval 
are COMM 2309 (Feature Writing), COMM 2310 (In
termediate News Editing) and COMM 2311 (News 
Reporting). Enrollment in any of the courses must be 
accompanied with either lab course, COMM 1129, or 
COMM 1131 which will meet at announced times. 

COMM 1307, 2305, 2309, 2310 and 2311 meet as 
a pooled class on Mondays - Fridays from 9-11 :50 a.m. 

To be eligible for credit registration, admission re
quirements must be met by May 16. Registration is 
May 23 from 8:30 am. to 2 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m. Jour
nalism classes begin Tuesday, May 30. Classes end 
July 7 for Summer I session. 

People speak out 
By GINA CASTRO and JESSAMYN DENNEY 
Staff Photographers 

According to a report in the April 24 edition of 
the Houston Chronicle, polls show that the con
cealed handgun issue is a 50-50 split In Houston, 
54 percent of those polled opposed the carrying of -
concealed handguns, while 42 percent feel people 
have the right to carry a handgun with a license. 

The bill has passed the Texas Senate but it has 
not been set for debate by the full House. Republi
can Gov. George W. Bush supports the passing of 
the concealed handgun bill. 

The pros and cons of this issue are endless, so 
InterCOM asked: "How do you feel about the con
cealed weapons issue? Do you feel it should be 
passed into law?" 

Al Renfro: "I stand in 
favor of it because if you 
can pinpoint some of the 
weapons, you might de
crease some of the viol
cence. I am in favor of 
Gov. Bush supporting 
the concealed weapons 
issue." 

Hoai Ha: "I think the 
government should have 
more control of guns. 
They should make the 
waiting period longer 
and investigate more 
carefully criminal histo
ry. I think gun laws 
should be tougher." 

Jay McGraw: "I don't 
believe the government 
should support the con
cealed weapons at all. I 
wish we had gun conl{ol. 
I think the more guns 
you have, the more peo
ple are going to be in

Barbara Hoke: "I feel that 
in the beginning if it pa_<;.SCS, 
crime is going to rise be
cause people will feel a 
false power carrying a con
cealed handgun Then I feel 
crime will declire because 
people will realize they 
won't know who's carrying 
a weapon and who's not." 

John Paden: "I.do think 
that a person has a right to 
-defend himself. At this 
point in time I don't have a 
gun but I think it's a right to 
be able to carry a concealed 
hand gun. I know it was 
pasred in Florida and hasn't 
caused enough problems to 
attract national attention." 

Donald Demerson: "It 
shouldn't be pasred because 
it will give more people the 
right to carry concealed 
weapons, people that don't 
need them (even with a 
background check). It'll be. 
a big mistake. More peo
ple's lives will be at stake." jured." 

\. ---------~1111!111--~-.--.. - .. 
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John Lowery speaks to journalism and graphic arts students clockwise from left: Catherine Fleissnei; journalism; 
.Lowery; Jessamyn Denne~joumalism and graphic arts: Freida O'Connor, graphic art~; Barbara E. Lewis, jour
nalism; and Skip Garwood, journalism. Not pictured: Emily Bush, graphic arts; and Scott Green, visitor. 
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Artist talks about 
advertising career 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

John Lowery, who is co-owner and president of De
sign At Work, spoke about advertising and related areas to 
College of the Mainland's InterCOM staff and three 
graphic arts students on June 29. 

Lowery, the son of InterCOM adviser Astrid H. 
Lowery, spoke about the advertising business and displayed 
various ads, brochures, posters and advertising packets his 
company has produced. He mentioned that in college a 
student may groan about having to have a project ready in 
one or two weeks, but in the work world a project often 
must be completed in one to three days and be of better 
quality. 

Lowery and his partner :&'1:ike Stovall started Design 
At Work as a part-time business while both worked at Eagle 
Engineering Inc. in Clear Lake. About five years ago 
Lowery decided to make the business, which also is lo
cated in Clear Lake, a full-time operation and persuaded 
Stovall to join him. They now have seven employees and 
have expanded their quarters several times. They also have 

See Design Page 7 

Student survey defines areas needing· improvement 
By SKIP GARWOOD 
Staff Reporter 

At the College of the Mainland student retreat held 
last fall, the 20 students who attended brought up some 
concerns regarding how students feel about their educa-

, , The\Vorth~ .fuAx Th~ located fur~ { 
lloustonMuseumofNatural ScrenceatOneHemum \ 
Circle Drive inHous19p is the ultimateinmovi~ ~ ': · 
ate.rs. The screen is six stories tall and 80 feet wide{ 
The ftlnfis cry~dearand the images are so Jaige> 

..... that to view them ~ has to sit•~ far to the baqtr 
and center of the theater as possible. The sii-taiclc; 
Stereo surroond~S<>Ond tomes at yQU: from all. sitij< 
and you can feel the pressures of the sound on your · 
chest It feels huger and stronger than being there in · 
pe(SOD. :. .·· . .·.· . 

· The presentsbowingis theMysteryofthe."itf.aya 
filmed on location dtroughout the jungles of Mexico 
and Guatemala and on the Yucatan peninsula. The 
film explores the culture. science and bistocy of the 
Mayan civilization and features the pyramids, 
temples and cities built by the Maya. 

The Maya were considered to be savages and 
heathens, but in reality they were astronomers, math
ematicians and great architects, a fact attested to by 

See IMAX Page 7 

tional experience at COM. Based on those concerns a group 
of students developed a survey which was administered 
during the spring to students randomly picked. 

COM President Larry L. Stanley then asked the stu
dents to review the results. 

The survey was divided into three series of questions 

totaling 22 questions. At the end of the survey additional 
space was allotted (or written comments. This allowed stu
dents to answer in greater depth. 

The first series of questions was about 'i>tal Quality 
Management at COM. Students were asked if they knew 

See More Page 7 

COM prof adopts hollleless kitten 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

As English Professor Ouida Sanmann of College (!f 
the Mainland entered the drive-through lane at McDonald's 
the morning of June 13, she wanted nothing more than a 
sausage biscuit. When she drove away, she had more than 
just breakfast. Seated next to her in a box was an adorable 
3-month-old gray kitten with a loud purr 

An employee retrieved the kitten from under the OF

der sign, where Sanmann said it was sitting. She asked the 
employee to help her because she feared the kitten might 
be run over. 

Sanmann thought perhaps there was a purpose for her 
finding the kitten. Con, her 6-year-old tomcat, had just 
died and Sanmann and Katie, her 4-year-old cat, were feel
ing a bit lonely. 

Con was a 6-month-old stra~ on the COM campus 
when Sanmann encountered him. She couldn't resist the 
cute little, cream-colored, blue-eyed kitten with brown 
rings on his tail. Originally she gave Con the Kiowa name, 
Deacon, which means poor little thing because he whined 
a lot Sanmann explained nothing was wrong with him 
except that he just wanted attention. 

Her cat, Katie, also was a 6-month-old stray when 
·Sanmann found her: She picked the name for the brown

See Kitten Page 7 

COM English Professor Ouida Sanmann bolds the 
kitten she found cowering beneitb the McDonalds OP. 

der sign on June 13. She named the kitten Bast after 
the Egyptian goddess. (Photo by Gina Castro) 
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Editorials/News 
COM organizations 
off er f on, experience 

Skip 
Garwood 

Many students who attend College of the Mainland 
miss out on one of th best opportunities of their life 
while in college. It is a chance to have hands-on 
experience in learning and participating in the very thing 
that interests them and brought them to college in the 
first place. 

I'm speaking about student rnganizations and clubs 
here at COM. People who join student oiganizations and 
clubs usually find them to be enjoyable, fun, a good 
learning experience and a great place to meet new 
friends with the same interests in life as they have. 

Two of the most common reasons students give for 
not joining a club are "I don't have the time"; and "This 
is just a junior college, I'll join a club when I get to a 
major college." 

If a student doesn't have time to participate in the 
very thing for which he came to college, how will he 
ever find time in his life Lo put into practice the very 
thing he learned at COM? Those who wait for the right 
time will always be behind those who make or find time. 

COM may be a junior college, but many of the 
clubs and organizations here are basically the same as 
those at major colleges. The only difference may be the 
rules and the size of the oiganization. Joining a club in a 
junior college may make the difference between a 
student becoming a leader or a followec 

At senior colleges membership rolls in oiganiza
tions and clubs may be high, so those with junior college 
experience and understanding of how clubs and o~ani
zations work will most likely be the future leaders of . 
senior college organizations and clubs. Now is the time 
to get the experience and have a good time doing it as 
well as learning new and interesting things. 

We probably will enter these halls of learning only 
once in our lives, so we shouldn't miss the opportunities 
or learning experiences offered to us while we are here. 
Looking back on our high school years, remember all 
those clubs and organizations we might have joined but 
never seemed to find time for? Now is the time to get 
active and not let it happen again. 

For infonnation about COM's clubs and oiganiza
tions, brochures and fliers are available in the gym and 
the Student Centei: 
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Elevator gets final OK from ADA 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

The new and more accessible elevator in the 
College of the Mainland Student Center has been 
serving the needs of the disabled since June 23. The 
newly renovated front entrance of the Student Cen
ter has been accessible since the beginning of June. 

"The old elevator was too small and inconve
nient," said Bob Kostelecky, COM Physical Plant 
director. "This was a major project, but now (the 
new elevator) meets the federal guidelines of the 
ADA (American Disability Act)." 

Kostelecky said originally the project, begun 
during the Christmas break, was to have been com
pleted by May 28, but was placed on hold due to the 
heavy rainfall in the spring and a delay in the ship
ment of materials. The latest delay was due to the 
elevator not meeting ADA specifications. The Otis 
Company of Houston, which installed the elevator; 
made the necessary adjustments June 22. 

A major project, according to Kostelecky is 
anything that costs $100,000 or more. The new el
evator and the renovation of the Student Center en
trance cost $147,550. 

The original elevator shaft was widened and 
then tiled on the outside of the building in blue, light 
blue and salmon; on the inside, the wall around the 
elevator is tiled in blue. The front entrance doors 
are now operated by remote control openers and for 
safety's sake, a pennanent mat stretches in front of 
both doors and the elevatoc Removable mats are in 
front of the two doors and the elevator 

The outside concrete walkway leading to the 
front doors was refinished in the same design pat
tern as that of the elevator shaft, and the walkway 
leading to the front entrances has a ramp-like up
ward grade to allow easy wheelchair access into the 
building. On the inside, the entrance is enhanced by 
indirect lighting and a new ceiling. 

The newly renovated entrance matches the reno
vated COM Bookstore.An open house on March 28 
marked the official reopening of the bookstore, 

COM student Terry Bosworth waits for the door 
of the new elevator in the COM Student Center 
to finish opening before getting on. The elevator 
became operational June 23 after passing the 
ADA inspection. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

which was remodeled from top to bottom.The glass 
front of the bookstore, as well as lighted display cases 
and other touches inside, &ive the bookstore a 
brighter and more spacious look. 

The installation of a new elevator in COMs 
Student Center was already in the planning stage 
before Kostelecky came to COM two years ago. 
However, the renovation oflhe old wing oftheTech
nical/\bcational Building to accommodate the new 
math labs, and the renovation of the Math/Science 
Building, as well as the resurfacing of the parking 
lots, took priority over the installation of the new 
elevator, Kostelecky explained. 

No federal funding for remedial courses only 
By SKIP GARWOOD the high school level." 
Staff Reporter The regulation concludes: "There is a limit on the 

Effective immediately, students enrolled only in re
medial courses are no longer eligible for federal funding, 
according to the article "Attention:Advisers" in the May 
29 issue of Compendium, the College of the Mainland 
weekly newsletter. 

The story was released by the FinancialAid Office to 
remind advisers that there had been a change in the fed
eral regulations beginning with the 1994-95 school year 

In order to receive funding for remedial courses, stu
dents need to be aware that they must also be concurrently 
enrolled in a college-level three-hour credit course that is 
on their degree plan. 

The federal regulation as quoted in Compendium 
states: "Remedial coursework is work that prepares a stu-· 
dent for study at the postsecondary level. If a student is 
enrolled solely in a remedial program, the student is not 
considered to be in an eligible program and thus is hot 
eligible for Student Financial Aid funds." 

· The regulation continues: "Additionally, if a student's 
acceptance into the eligible program is contingent upon 
the completion of the remedial work, then the student can
not be considered to be enrolled in the eligible program 
until the remedial work is completed. If (however) the stu
dent is enrolled in a regular program that includes a lim
ited amount of remedial course work, payment for chat 
course work is pennitted as long as the work is at least at 

amount of noncredit course work that can be included in a 
student's enrollment status or cost of attendance. The 
school may not take into account more then one academic 
year's worth of noncredit remedial course work for a stu
dent (30 semester hours)." 

Rebecca Mjles, director of Financial Aid, listed the 
reading, writing and math courses that are remedial at 
COM. 

Formerly known as communications courses, the 
developmental reading courses are DEVR 0300, DEVR 
0340 and DEVR 0370. The developmental writing courses 
are DEVW 0330, DEVW 0360 and DEVW 0390. The re
medial math courses are MATH 0300, MATH 0310 and 
MATH0320. 

Miles explained that if a student were to take only 
DEVR 0340 (reading), DEVW 0330 ( writing) and MATH 
0310 during a semester, the student would not be eligible 
for federal funding since all the courses would be reme
dial ones. However, if that same student were to add one 
college-level three-hour credit course to the three reme
dial classes, he would then be eligible for federal funding. 

If a student has to take remedial courses, he should 
double check the class schedule he completes with his ad
viser to make sure he is enrolled in a three-hour college
level course along with the remedial courses. 

If the student mistakenly signs up for remedial courses 
only, federal funding will not pay for the courses. 



Unattended items 
encourage burglary 

By CATHERINE FLEISSNER 
Staff Reporter 

Students can feel secure when they are on the cam
pus, said Jeanette Swindell, team leader for the College of 
the Mainland police. 

Both violent and nonviolent crimes are down with the 
exception of theft, which is up from 31 reported cases in 
1993 to 59 in 1994, according to the COM police pam
phlet, "Crime Awareness and Campus Security Report," 
available in the Administration Building. The most com
mon items stolen, are unattended and/or unsecured books, 
backpacks, purses, wallets and bicycles. Bwglary is down 
from 19 reported cases in 1993 to seven in 1994. 

Burglary of open and/or unlocked and unattended of
fices, and motor vehicles also is common, Swindell said. 
To prevent these crimes, keep valuables out of view and 
in a secure place. 

The COM police are fully certified as police oficers, 
Swindell said. In addition to their regular duties, they give 
talks on self-defense and personal safety during summer 
orientation and in the fall after registration.Also, for the 
first time, COM's Law Enforcement Training Academy 
will offer a personal, home and gun safety class in the fall 
as a continuing education course. 

The COM police credit the low crime rate on campus 
to their visibility and their central location in theAdminis
tration Building, Suite A-125-B, behind the telephone 
switchboard office. 

The seven full-time officers and seven on-call part
time officers maintain campus security 24 hours a da)( 
They monitor the parking lots, handle traffic enforcement 
and accompany students as well as faculty and staf, upon 
request, from the classrooms ·or offices to their automo
biles. The officers also handle personal injury, crime pre
vention and smoking area enforcement 

For emergency purposes, several call boxes are lo
cated outside on campus. Two are at the front entrances of 
the Administration Building, and one is at the back en
trance facing the parking lot of the Technical/\bcational 
Building. In the buildings, red house telephones are lo
cated in the hallways and are labeled with the campus 
emergency phone extension, 599. 

For additional information contact the COM police at 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 403. For emeF 
gencies, remember the extension is 599. 

COM Police Team Leader Jeanette Swindell prepares 
to open one of the emergency call boxes located at one 
front entrances of the Administration Building. 

(Photo by Gina Castro) 
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Summertime potentially deadly to pets 

People who have pets should be responsible and 
tend to all their pets' needs. Every summer dogs are tied 
up and left in the hot sun, often without enough water 
Their owners don't seem to realize that an area that is 
shady in the early morning and in late afternoon may not 
be shady in the middle of the day. Owners should check 
the area out while they are at home and perhaps invest in 
an untippable water bowl to ensure an adequate water 
supply. At any rate, they should make sure water is 
always in the bowl. Remember, like us humans, dogs 
drink more water in hot weathec 

Summer poses another threat to pets: being left 
alone for longer periods of time. This is the time of year 
when people like to get away for the weekend or for a 
longer vacation. That's great, but they should be sure 
someone responsible takes charge of feeding and 
watering their pet And if the pet is on medication, 
instructions should be written down and the owners 
away-from-home number furnished in case of a medical 
problem or an emergency. 

Many people take their dog in the car while running 
errands, but they shouldn't leave the dog alone in a 
closed car because temperatures rise quick!)( Dogs have 

a higher body temperature than humans and cannot 
withstand that kind of heat. (Children can't either for 
that matter, but that's another editorial.) 

There's more to loving a pet than keepillg it fed and 
watered. It also needs annual checkups a,nd its shots, and 
unless a person breeds his dogs or cats, he should have 
them spayed or neutered to prevent unwanted puppies 
and kittens. 

Every year countless puppies and kittens are 
dumped because the pet owners were not responsible 
enough to have their pets fixed. Most puppies or kittens 
starve to death or die in some other way because they 
cannot fend for themselves. Only a few will get taken in 
by kindhearted people. Yet even the most kindhearted 
cannot take in every stray, and there aren't enough 
kindhearted people for all the strays. Not every kitten is 
as fortunate as the little gray kitten (Bast) that College of 
the Mainland Professor Ouid<} Sanmann adopted in June. 
Sanmann found the kitten cowering under the drive
through order sign at a McDonald's restaurant. (See 
"COM prof adopts homeless kitten" Page 1.) 

I've also taken in many strays, both cats and dogs, 
over the years, but now our money and space have 
become limited. 

Pet owners should remember pets are much like 
children; they are totally helpless, trusting and depen
dent. They cannot fend for themselves. So do the 
responsible thing. If you can't keep the puppies or 
kittens your pet surprised you with, take them to the 
SPCA. If they can't be adopted they will be put to 
sleep. However, a swift death is more merciful than 
being left by the side of the road to starve to death. 

Reader praises reporter for insightful editorial 
Dear Jessamyn, 

I'm a theatre director and screenwriter who hap
pened to be in Texas City this past week for a job 
interview at the College of the Mainland. As part of the 
orientation package that was given to me by Human 
Resources, I received a copy of InterCOM featuring 
your editorial titled "Newt's Contract peopl«r or politics 
(May issue, Page 3)?" Your insights and incisive 
commentary, coupled with a very readable style, caught 
my eye immediately. Congratulations on a superbly 
crafted and assured commentary. Even if I DIDN'T 
agree with your position (I do!), it's very clear that you 
are a very gifted editorialist 

Congtatulations on your excellent work with 
InterCOM, Jessamyn, and, hoping this finds you 

enjoying the best of everthing, I am -
Sincerely yours, 
Mark A. Adams Artistic Director 
Lincoln Community Playhouse, Lincoln, Neb. 
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Westin balances 
theater, other roles 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

As a person enters the College of the Mainland Fine 
Arts Building, he may hear someone playing the piano or 
singing or both. Although other art fonns also are engaged 
in, perhaps the most publicized is drama. 

COM's Arena Theatre, also known as the Biggest Li'l 
Theatre in Texas. draws COM students, faculty and stalf 
to participate ia each production. Some are on stage while 
others are behind the scenes managing the stage or main
taining the lights and props, or playing the accompanying 
music. Many of the participants, howevei; are community 
people who have been bitten by the theater bug. 

The director of a play has an especially important role, 
and when his name is Jack Westin, COM theater coordi
nator, one might expect a huge office as pictured in the 
movies. But this is not so. Westin has, in fact, a very small 
office with hardly room to walk around in. Though his 
responsibilities are not small (some might even think them 
overwhelming) Westin, nevertheless, possesses the stamiD? 
to keep it all in control. All includes teaching drama, di
recting plays and overseeing the theatec 

Westin has been at COM for the past 23 years. Dw=
ing the early 1970s he was staff director at the Alley The
atre in Houston. This past February \\estin was left with 
added responibilities after the death of Reggie Schwander; 
COM's assistant coordinator and drama professoc Since 
then Westin and a subcommittee of the theater team have 
interviewed some 300 applicants. An applicant has been 
chosen,.but he bas not yet accepted the position. 
· The ~ost important subject to occupy Westin these 

days is the latest play he has directed at COM, The Ken
tucky Cycle, Part I, which closed June 25. The Kentucky 
Cycle, Part II, will be treated as a separate play with audi
tions beginning July 9 at 1:30 p.m. and July 10 at 7 p.m. in 

Jack Westin, COM theater coordinator, looks at a publicity picture or The Kentucky Cycle in his office. Part II or 
the Pulitzer Prize-winning play by Robert Schenkkan opens on the COM stage Sept. 7. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

the Fine Arts Building. \\estin emphasized minority per
fonners are needed for the play, which opens Sept 7. 

Once again he will be behind the scenes directing the 
second half of this cycle of violence and greed which be
gins after the Civil War and concludes in 1975. The first 
part begins in 1775 and closes at the end of the Civil War. 

The two-part series, spanning 200 years, chronicles 
the lives of the families who are connected through mar
riage and other alliances. They swindle, feud and murder 
to possess 39 acres of land in Eastern Kentuck)t 

The Kentucky Cycle, Part II, will open with the rev
elation that the land will be turned into a coal mine. Other 
drastic changes will occur as the play progresses. 

Westin is elated that the Arena Theatre was chosen 
over the Alley to perform the Southwestern premier of this 
1992 Pulitzer Prize-winning play by Robert Schenkkan. 
This was partially so because the Alley was already pre
miering Angles in America, also a two-part series. 

"While this is the latgest and most ambitious project 
ever attempted here, we prefer to apply other standards to 
excellence beyond size alone,"Westin said. "This is clearly 
the most stretching exercise for every area of our com
pany from the actors who must portray a range of some 
six dozen characters to the technical design teams who 
have created the vis~al and sound environments neces
sary for the success of the project." 

Alaska's pristine beauty, friendly people beckon visitors 

Kara Brittain 
Guest Columnist 

Editor's Note: Kara Brittain lived in New Jersey until 
she joined the U.S. Coast Gua,d in 1988. She was first 
stationed in Washington state, then California and 
finally Alaska where she began her college education on 
Kodiak Island in 1993. In January 1994 Kara's husband 
James, who also is in the Coast Guani, was transfe"ed 
to Galveston, so Kara continued her education at 
College of the Mainland. She received her associate's 
degree this May. James is currently enrolled in Profes
sor Brenda Brown's British literature course. 

When my husband and I moved toAlaska in 
October 1990, I didn't realize I was going to have the 
shock of my life. Things are so very different in Alaska 
that one can't imagine life up there without actually 
experiencing it. Three days after we arrived on Kodiak 
Island, there-was a snowfall that reached almost three 
feet in less than 24 hours. Alaska is very pristine. One 
has only to stare at the mountains to realize that this is 
what heaven must be like. 

The winters are cold with lots of snow and long 
periods of "twilight" for light during the da)t There is 
sledding and craftwork to be done during the winter 
months, which last from September throughApril each 
year. Although one can ski and snowboard on the 

Mainland (Anchorage, Fairbanks, Palmei; etc.), it is noi 
recommended that people ski on Kodiak Island during 
the winter due to extreme amounts of rain which freeze 
making ice with the snow. 

The summers are beautiful and last from May 
through August There are wildflowers to be found, 
hiking to be done and many recreational sports, such as 
softball and mountain bike riding, to participate in. The 
summers cannot be compared to Texas, for the tempera
tures fluctuate between 65-75 degrees with no humidity 
One year it reached a record temperature of 80 degrees 
on Kodiak and most of us thought we would melt! 

Although the temperatures sound ghastl)4 they 
really are not. Your body becomes acclimated and adapts 
so that it doesn't always feel as cold as it really is, and 
sometimes it seems quite warm at 65 degree. Most 
people wear shorts in the summer and fluffy warm 
sweaters in the wintet 

The population of Alaska is minimal when com
pared to Texas. The last count I had was 547,000 
throughout the entire state. The highest populations are 
in Anchorage and Fairbanks. Kodiak Island had approxi
mately 13,000 people, 3,000 of which made up the 
Coast Guard Base. By comparison, the population of 
Texas was 255,082,000 in 1992. • 

The people who make up Alaska are pretty rugged 
characters. They are as you'd think of Alaska natives-

. big burly men and women-and they are some of the 
nicest people I have ever met in my life. They do not 
make assumptions; they respect people for who and 
what they are and help one another in need. 

The island itself has everything a person could· 
need, with the exception of shopping malls. There is a 

movie theater, several grocery stores, a bookstore, a 
hardware store and a post office. There is a community 
college situated on the island at which I spent one 
semester in 1993. The college has approximately 650 
full-time students, and unlike College of the Mainland, it 
is a night school only. Most of the instructors work other 
jobs during the day, making them adjunct teachers. The 
classes are similar to COM's in the way they are taught; 
however, the students in each class are few. There is a 
diversified schedule of classes to attend, and I found the 
quality of education to be very good. The instructors 
were very friendly and offered times away from class to 
meet if help was needed on a particular subject 

There is very little materialism due to the rugged
ness of Alaska. So, unlike Texas, there is no trying to 
"keep up with the Joneses." Everyone respects one 
another and the other's property. Unlike Texas and other 
states, there is very little graffiti, litter and almost no 
crime. There have been some instances where people 
have been run out of town, but it is done in a gentle
manly fashion of giving 24 hours notice. Once two 
gangs tried to populate Kodiak Island and were told it 
would be best if they left. People don't stick around 
when they're asked to leave because it only means 
trouble. 

I highly recommend a trip toAlaska at least once in 
everyone's lifetime. You will find a place that is filled 
with much beauty, freshness and ruggedness inter
twined. I have never met anyone who has not had the 
urge to return to Alaska after visiting once. My husband 
and I both intend to return to Alaska to live in the next 
few years, and unfortunately, it won't be soon enough 
for either of us! 



Student achieves Little League dream 
ByCATHERINEFLEISSNER 
Starr Reporter 

Take me out to the ball game! That's what Billy 
Kimbrough has done for the past 25 years. Kimbrough, a 
25-year veteran of Little League Baseball and a student at 
College of the Mainland, is retired from a 25-year career 
at the University ofTexas at Galveston and now is taking 
classes for pure enjoyment. 

Kimbrough was elected by a unanimous vote in Reno, 
Nev., Feb. 27, as a member of the International Board of 
Directors of Little League for the Southern Region, which 
is one of four regions. In this position he will help make 
decisions on the rules and policies for the International 
Little League. Being elected to the International Board 
fulfills a dream Kimbrough has had for a number of years. 

He started working in Little League in 1967 when the 
first of his five children began playing.Altogether the five 
played a total of 16 years. Now Kimbrough has eight grand
children ranging in age from 6-15. Howevei: only one 
grandchild, 6-year-old Bradley, is in Little League. Brad
ley plays for the Hornets in Texas City. 

Little League Baseball, which Carl Stotz started in 
Williamsport, Pa., in 1939, provides supervised sports ac
tivities for boys and girls aged 5 to 18. Being involved in 
baseball helps young people build charactei; and teaches 
them how to work to_gether as a team as well as how to 

handle competition, Kimbrough said. 
"It's a mechanism to give kids something to do.to keep 

them out of trouble," Kimbrough said. "It's constructive, 
not destructive." 

As a Little League district administratoi; a job he held 
for 12 years, Kimbrough was in cha.ige of Galveston, West 
Chambers and South Harris counties. This meant he man
aged 20 leagues with approximately 7,000 boys and girls. 

Little League is now played in 91 countries to include 
Argentina, the Czech Republic, Norway and Peru. Hope
fully, in three years Little League participation will in
c~ease to 100 countries, Kimbrough said 

Little League is of such stature and importance that 
both the boys' baseball and girls' softball world series are 
televised. ABC broadcasts the boys' series and ESPN 
broadcasts the girls'. 

In 1989 after 25 years of service Kimbrough retired 
as assistant personnel director in the Human Resources 
Department at UTMB. He later began attending COM 
where he enjoys taking classes in music, piano and jour
nalism. He plans to continue at COM in the fall. 

Although Kimbrough has stopped coaching Little 
League, he still attends games. 

His next goal is to make the South Harris County Dis
trict, which includes Texas City, League City and 
Dickinson among others, the best it can be and then retire 
from Little League. 

Mom thrilled about being in college 

Elvira Fuentes 
Guest Columnist 

Editor's Note: Elvira Fuentes became a first-time~ 
ever College of the Mainland student this summer 
Though she attendedAlvin Community College 
briefly 15 years ago, this is the first time she has 
committed to a two-year program. She's the 
mother of five children ages 7 to 21. 

I choose to believe there is someone else 
exactly like me somewhere on this planet, 
especially when it comes to making life-changing 
decisions. It is at these particular times this 
"distant me" sends forth courage and strength 
urging me forward to the next stepping stone on 
my life's path, working in concert with the inner 
force that guides me. 

Because of the message this inner force I call 
the buddy system sent me, I quit my "gone as far 
as I am going up the ladder, routine 8 to 5, no 
overtime, no raises (reportedly due to lack of 
funds), servant to all, appreciated by none JOB." 

Leaving the office building that February 
afternoon, I thought of all the things I could do 
with so much time on my hands: 1) I could take a 
much needed vacation during which someone 
could wait on me, instead of vice-versa; 2) I could 
do all the fun things housewives do, such as 
cooking, cleaning, watching soap operas, ignoring 
kids and praying for a speedy nightfall to put them 
to bed; or 3) I could go to college to earn Some 
Kind Of Degree (whichever takes longer to 
acquire) and get back into the workforce, but this 
time getting paid what I am worth. 

The soap opera and vacation ideas never 
worked out. I don't like soap operas and I dido 't 
have "vacation" money. Summer came too quickly 
and the schools let out (so that the teachers could 
recuperate). The thought of kids staying home all 
day long for almost three months helped me to 
make up my mind FAST. I was college bound! 

Registration day was exciting for me in spite 
of long lines and walking to different buildings for 
various reasons. I was going to COLLEGE. I was 
beginning to be SOMEBODY because the hard 
truth is (at least in the employer's mind) that no 
degree next to a name means no increase in pa)( 
Standing and waiting in lines was a breeze 
compared to sitting in an office typing, setting up 
appointments, stuffing envelopes, making coffee, 
answering phones, taking meeting minutes 
(sometimes hours at a time), confronting irate 
people, relieving other employees for lunches and 
food or smoke breaks (as if maintaining the 200-
plus pound body or continuing to destroy the 
remaining lung tissues) was a real necessity! 

Oh yes, College of the Mainland was a great 
place to be at 8:30 that first morning. But that 
thrilling feeling ended quickly. Looking around I 
began to feel awkward and out of place among 
these confident, assertive, intelligent, young 
fellow students. If brains had gears, mine would 
have been grinding and my ears would have been 
letting out smoke. These students appeared to 
know exactly where they were going and how lO 

get there. I was lost. 
The first day, I went to the wrong class, but 

heck at least I found it I walked in and. sat down. 
The instructor very nicely told me I was too early 
for his class- two hours too early! 

Overall, I have been very blessed. I enjoy my 
English 1301 class. My math class is difficult for 
me, so I have to study extra hard. I think I'm 
doing OK, considering that I have not had any 
formal schooling in 23 years. 

The students and faculty have been very 
helpful. Some young adults have assisted in 
carrying my books and opening doors for me. Still 
others have taken the time to point me in the right 
direction. What I sense here at COM is the art of 
kindness and respect, not just toward me ( obvious 
age difference), but also young student toward 
young student. 

I must say, if there is another person "exactly 
like me" on this planet, I hope she meets excep
tional people like the students and faculty at COM 
as she wallcs along life's pathway. 
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Newly elected to the International Little League Board 
of Directors, COM student Billy Kimbrough fields a 
call. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

Houston museum offers 
fun, educational exhibits 
By CATHERINE FLEISSNER 
Starr Reporter 

The Houston Museum of Natural Science, which was 
founded in 190'J and boasts-2 million visitors a year, offers
many permanent natural science exhibits as well as travel
ing exhibits. 

To get a full tour of the museum start on the main level 
with the Cockrell Butterfly Center. If you wear bright 
clothes and go on a sunny day, the butterflies will light on 
you. The exhibit, designed like a tropical rain forest with a 
40-foot waterfall, is home to more than 2,000 colorful but
terflies. The four-story dome offers more than 100 differ
ent species of butterflies, which are attracted to the more 
than 100 different blooming plant species in the exhibit. 
The plants are from the rain forests of Central America. 

As you walk up to the dome's second level, you will 
feel the heat rise, and it will become more humid as you 
reach the nursery where the butterflies are hatching. An 
opening at the bottom of the glass nursery allows the newly 
hatched butterflies to fly out into the tropical garden. 

Still on the upper level of the museum is the Cullen 
, Gallery of Earth Science, a world-class crystallized min

eral display, and the EBY Hall of Mineral Science showing 
how mineral crystals are formed in the earth. Next is the 
Farish Hall of Texas Wildlife that exhibits current wildlife 
in Texas and some extinct species. 

The Wiess Energy Hall features the oil and gas tech
nologies that made Houston and Texas what it is today. This 
new exhibit features more than 80 touch-screen computers, 
video holography and' virtual reality. 

The Edward Lear Exhibit, also on the main level, is an 
exquisite showing of 42 hand-colored lithographs of par
rots. Also in the exhibit are 20 life-mounted specimens of 
parrots, lovebirds, parakeets and cockatoos, with feathers 
in vibrant red, blue, green and yellow. 

In the Welch Chemistry Hall is a Periodic Table of 
Elements that displays the 104 elements on a 10 by 20 foot 
lighted case and has examples of the elements and their 
uses. The hall has more than 35 displays including a Geiger 
Counter to test radioactive samples. You also can step on a 
scale to see the elements that make up your bod)' 

Admission to the museum exhibits and Cockrell But
terfly Center is adults, $6; children and senior citizens, $4. 
Hours are Mondays through Saturdays 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
Sundays, noon to 6 p.m. 
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Regular physical activity maintains health 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

Physical activity is important in maintaining a healthy 
body. Exercising lowers blood pressure, helps to improve 

Senior adults exercise in the Water Exercise for En
joyment class, one of a variety of recreational water 
exercise classes offered through COM's Continuing 
Education Department. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

heart and lung functioning, and helps to relieve stress. 
Regular exercise also helps the body burn of excess fat 
and to,ies the muscles. In addition, with regular exercise a 
person will develop more energy, and feel and look better. 

In addition to regular exercise, people can do a num
ber of things to increase physical activity. One is to park a 
few blocks away from the office or mall and walk. An
other is to use the stairs instead of riding the elevator and, 
of course, cutting the grass is a good physical activit)C 

Like everything else in life there are some important 
rules to follow in exercising. If you are over 40, see your 
doctor for a checkup before you start an exercise program. 

"Exercise and Your Heart,A Guide to Physical Activ
ity," a brochure by theArnerican HeartAssociation, makes 
the following suggestions in regard to exercise: Check your 
pulse before exercising and again when you finish. You 
should have a 50 to 75 percent increase in your pulse rate 
in order for the exercise to be effective. Anything over a 
75 percent increase indicates you have been exercising too 
much. Aim initially for only a 50 percent increase. 

A person should stretch before walking or jogging. 
Stretching is good for the body because it helps prevent 
muscle cramps and warms up the mucles before you be
gin to exercise. 

When you begin a walking program, walk slowly for 
five minutes to warm up, then walk faster for five minutes 
and during the last five minutes slow your pace to let your 
body cool down. Everyone is different, so do whatever 
works for you. Common sense and your body will tell you 
when you've had enough. The key in all physical activity 
is to not overdo. 

Walking in a cool mall is as every bit as effective as 
walking outside in the heat In fact, if you do walk out
side, you should take precautions during hot, humid days 

to avoid suffering from heat exhaustion or worse having a 
heat stroke. If you walk outside rather than in an aiJ:.con
dition mall, do so during the cooler part of the day and 
always have plenty of water to drink to avoid becoming 
dehydrated. Replacing the liquids which are lost during 
exercise will prevent your body from becoming overheated. 

The danger signs of overheating are dizziness, head
ache, nausea, confusion, muscle cramps, thirst and a be
low nonnal body temperature. Two major signs that iodi
cate a person has had a heat stroke are lack of sweating . 
and a high body temperature. 

The most common risk in exercising is injury to the 
muscles and joints, which occur when a person exercises 
too hard or too long. If a person's body has not returned to 
feeling nonnal within 10 minutes after stopping the exeF 
cise then he has. overdone it. A person must never push 
himself so that-exercising no longer is enjoyable. When 
that happens he's likely to give up the exercise program. 

Walking also is good for a person's mental well-be
ing. Not only does walking allow the muscles to relax, but 
it also allows the mind to relax. 

Walking could also be turned into a family activit:,c 
When parents are active children are more likely to be 
active; thus they may develop a good habit that will last 
for a lifetime. 

In addition to being physically fit, a person who stays 
physically active, reduces saturated fats, cholesterol and 
salt in the diet, and maintains an acceptable body weight, 
will reduce his chances for heart disease. 

A new American Heart Disease brochure, "Walking 
. .. The Natural Way To Fun and Fitness," has a walking 
readiness questionnnaire and a one·mile fitness test. You 
may obtain a copy by calling the American Heart Asso
ciation. The number in Houston is (713) 797-1812. 

COM offers summer golf and swimming classes 
By CATHERINE FLEISSNER 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland offers a variety of summer 
sports and activities through the continuing education de
partment. Listed are several upcoming events giving days, 
times and cost 

Golf Fundamentals for Beginners 
Bogey, birdie, par, eagle, duffer, slice, "four," 

mulligan. Do you speak golf? Join the beginners and you 
too can speak golf in two weeks and learn the fundamen
tals at the same time at COM. Instructions include game 
rules, playing etiquette, grip, stance and swing. Bring your 
clubs;· balls will be furnished. Section 41 begins July 11 
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays for 
two weeks. Section 42 begins Aug. 8 from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays for two weeks. Cost of 
each section is $61 and includes the $10 green fee. 

Swimming/Waterbabies 
Splish, splash. Mom and Dad, help your baby take 

the first step to learning basic survival skills. This class is 
designed especially for babies 6 to 36 months of age. Each 
child must be accompanied by an adult. The $32 fee in
cludes the $5 pool fee. Section 44 begins July 17 from 
10:20 to 10:50 a.m. Monday through Thursday for two 
weeks. All classes are held at the COM pool. Hurry! En
rollment is limited to eight. Help your baby be at ease in 
the water. 

Swimming/Water Tots 
This one is for the tiny tots. Before your child devel

ops a fear of water, help him enjoy the fun of swimming. 

Children from ages 2 to 5 will enjoy learning basic skills 
of floating, bobbing and gliding while enjoying some 
games in the water: Each child must be accompanied by 
an adult. Section 44 begins July 17 from 9:45 to 10:15 
a.m. Monday through Thursday for two weeks at the COM 
pool. Enrollment cost is $32 for child and adult, and in
cludes the $5 COM pool fee. Sign up now Enrollment is 
limited to eight .. 

Swimming/Beginners 
Are your children bored and looking· for something to 

do this summer? Then this class is for you. It is specially 
designed to introduce non-swimmers ages 6 to 12 to the 
basics. Section 44 starts July 17 from 9 to 9:40 a.m. at the 
COM pool for two weeks Monday through Thursday. Oass 
is limited to 10 children. The fee for this class is $39 and 
includes the $5 COM pool fee. 

Swimming/ Advanced 
Swim like a fish. The butterfly stroke, the side stroke, 

the backstroke- can you do these strokes?This class is 
for advanced swimmers ages 6 and up who feel comfort
able with the basics but need to learn all the strokes and 
want to perfect their fonn. Section 44 begins July 17 from 
11 to 11 :50 a.m. Monday through Thursday for two weeks 
at the COM pool. Cost is only $39 and includes the $5 
COM pool fee. 

·Swimming/Adults 
If you haven't learned how to swim yet, now is the 

time. Don't put it off any more. Just do it! Jump in and 
learn. This class is designed for beginners and adults 16 
years and up who wish to improve their swimming abilit)C 
Section 42 begins July 17 from 7 to 8 p.m. on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays for four weeks at the COM pool. Cost is 
$45 and includes the $5 COM pool fee. 

Make a splash! COM offers recreational swimming 
hours. Adults only swim: Monday through Friday 7:30-
9 a.m. and 5-5:45 p.m. Adults and youth: Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday 1-5 p.m. and 6:45-9 p.m., andTues
day and Thursday 3-5 p.m. (Photo by Gina Castro) 



IMAX: 
Mystery of the Maya 
Continued from Page 1---------

the construction of the stone pyramids, temples and 
cities. The Mayans recorded their history and knowl
edge in book-like tablets, and in the artistic carv
ings on stone structures and wall paintings in their 
temples. Much of the Mayan written history was 
burned and destroyed by the Catholic priests when 
they entered the Maya civilization and tried to con
vert them to Christianity. The priests considered the 
Mayan ceremonies and worship directly inspired by 
the devil and burned all of the written history 

During the 19th century a number of archae
ologists and explorers visited the land of the Maya 
civilization and discovered the splendor and intelli
gence of this culture. American writer John Lloyd 
Stevens first sought out the ruins in 1839 and later 
published his works about the culture. In 1882 Alfred 
P. Maudslay first explored the ruins and later returned 
to photograph the area. After Maudslay published 
his account, a number universities _and museums 

· came on expeditions. 
Much of the filming was done aboard a heli

copter which gives the audience an overview of the 
landscape and the beautiful waterfalls and jungles 
in the area The film also shows the structures and 
the Maya's detailed architectural engineering. 

The Maya people were thought to be a very pas
sive people, but the drawings on the inside walls of 
their temples tell the story of an aggressive, some
times violent warlike culture. 

IMAX times are daily, on the hour. Mondays 
through Thursdays, 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; Saturdays 10 
a.m.-10 p.m.; and Sundays, 11 a.m.-9 p.m. Tickets 
are $5 for adults, and $3.50 for children and senior 
citizens. 

Kitten settles in 
Continued from Page 

striped cat, who was expecting kittens, because it just 
seemed to fit. When Katie's kittens were old enough to 
leave their mama, Sanmann found good homes for them. 

Sanmann, a member of the Humanities Team who in 
addition to English also teaches humanities courses, is con
cerned about pet care and the welfare of allmiimals. She 
believes people should be responsible for their animals 
and should have them spayed or neutered to prevent un
wanted animals and neglected pets. 

While Sanmann taught her classes, the day she picked 
up her newest kitten, team member Dt Mark Sanders' chil
dren, who were visiting, took care of the little gray feline. 
Then as soon as Sanmann had finished she took the kitten 
to the vetenarian. 

The vet declared the kitten healthy, but told Sanmann 
to isolate her from Katie for five days in case the little one 
was incubating an upper respiratory infection which can 
be deadly for cats. Having lost Con so recently the vet did 
not want Sanmann to risk losing Katie, too. Had Sanmann 
wanted to back out of this new adoption, she could have at 
any time because the vet thought the kitten so adorable he 
wanted to take her home, Sanmann said. 

The kitten didn't seem to mind being put into a room 
by herself. When Sanmann checked on her during the af
ternoon, the kitten had climbed on the bed and made her
self at home snuggling up to an Indian pillow with a rabbit 
pelt appliqued on it. 

After much consideration, Sanmann chose a name that 
would fit the kitten. She named her Bast, after the Egyp
tian goddess who is represented as a cat-headed woman or 
even a cat, and in whose hsmor cats were mummified in 
Egypt when they died. Bast in Egyptian means wine, good 
times and warmth. 

Now Bast has a name which fits because she is 
friendly, warm and purrs loudly, and Katie has a new sis
ter and Sanmann a new chaige. Best of all Bast has a new 
home and is doing well. 
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Design set for Apollo 13 movie junket 
Continued from Page 1----------

a workshop in Dickinson for three dimensional projects 
which require more room. Stovall heads this division of 
the company known as Design At Work 3D, which 
is located in one unit of a storage facility and has almost 
2,000 square feet of space with a 20 foot ceiling. 

Lowery said during any given month they have as 
many as 80 projects, which include anything from adver
tising to designing. Their list of clients includes more than 
100 companies and institutions. 

One of Design At Work's clients is the NASA Space 
Center. The company designed the set for theApollo 13 
movie junket held at the Johnson Space Center in June. 
Director Ron Howard and actors Tom Hanks, Kevin Ba
con and Kathleen Quinlan were on hand at the foUJ-day 

press conference which drew the television, radio and print 
media worldwide. 

Lowery said his company is not known for a particu
lar "look." Rather they try to make the ads they design fit 
the uniqueness of their clients. Diagnostic Laboratories, 
for example, is unique because it places all its testing equip
ment in a box for easier use, Lowery said:. The ad the work 
team designed stressed the uniqueness of the lab and was 
effective because it was not stodgy like the competitors' 
ads. He said advertising does not have to be all serious
ness. An ad can be entertaining and still look very profes
sional. 

"People like to be entertained," he said. "That was 
proven in the Great Depression. The people that did well 
were in the entertainment industry." 

More than 100 students answer survey 
Continued from Page 1----------

about CO M's commitment to TQM. Thirty- two answered 
yes, and 82 answered no. The students also were asked if 
they were confused about who is responsible for solving 
student problems and concerns under TQM. Eighty stu
dents answered yes, with 27 answering no. These two ques
tions indicated that students know very little about TQM, 
and those who do know of it are confused about it and 
how it works. 

The second series of questions was about the quality 
of the academic education at COM. Students were asked 
to rate the quality of instruction at COM. Twenty-five stu
dents rated the instruction excellent, 59 good, 20 average, 
seven fair and one poor. 

More than one-half of the students believe COM has 
a good reputation academically, and 92 students believe 
the classes at COM are challenging enough. Twenty stu
dents answered no. 

The thiraseries or questions was about concerns some 
students have about the college as a whole. Sixty-two stu
dents answered they support COM having an intercolle
giate athletic program, with 41 saying no they do not. Forty
three students were willing for student activities fees to be 
increased to cover the cost of the intercollegiate program; 
whereas 30 students were opposed to student activities fees 
being raised. The comment section of the survey showed 

that whether students would support such a program de
pended on the amount of the increase. 

Some otl)er questions and responses in the third sec
tion included: Are handicapped students being served ad
equately? Sixty-five responded yes and 16, no. Are the 
student services areas (admissions, bookstore, student ac
tivities, food services, financial aid) student friendly and 
oriented to meet student needs (location, hours, etc.)? Sixty
;even answered yes and 40, no. 

Other questions in this section included: Is the Coun
seling Center adequately meeting student needs? Sixty
three answered yes and 27, no. Is the college meeting the 
needs of students who work by offering courses at times 
they can attend (longer lab hours, extended library hours, 
summer courses)? Eighty-one answered yes and 25, no. 

The students surveyed included: 62 full-time; 52 part
time; 38 male; 75 female; 15 black; 15 Hispanic; 15 Asian; 
63 white; and four, other. Ages of the students surveyed 
included: t3 under 20; 40, ages-20 to 25; three; ages 26 to 
29; 32, ages 30 to 39; and 20, ages 40 to 61. 

The purpose of the survey was to identify areas where 
improvement is needed, President Stanley said. 

"I have sent a copy to every member of the faculty 
and staff," he said. "I believe serious attention given to 
chis information will assist our e1f orts toward continuous 
improvement in our service to students." 

Summer '95 InterCOM staff 

Summer JnterCOM staff members take a break in the COM gazebo. Front row, from left: Jessamyn Denney, 
typesetter; Skip Garwood; Gina Castro, photographer; and back row: Catherine Fleissner; Barbara E. Lewis, 
managing editor. Not pictured: Brad Stevenson, cartoonist. ( Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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What's Happening 

Prize-wirining double sandcastle 

· David Suplee Architectural IUustrators won the Golden Bucket Award (first place) for the second year in a 
row on Galveston's East Beach with this year's entiy: Heads I Win, Tales You Lose. They not only won first 
place, but also five other awards including People's Choice, Best Costumes, Daiedevil, Best Classic Sandcastle 
and Most Lifelike. More than 30,000 people watched 55 teams compete in tbeAmerican Institute of Architec
ture/Steelcase Ninth Annual Sandcastle Competition June 3. (Photo by Jessamyn Denney) 

Curtain call: Annie Get Your Gun July 20 
The Kentucky Cycle saga continues on COM stage Sept. 7 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

Buffalo Bill's Wild West Show arrives at the Bayou 
Auditorium, University of Houston-Clear Lake, July 20, 
when the College of the MainlandArena Theatre presents 
Irving Berlin's Annie Get Your Gun. 

The musical comedy presents the Old West, telling 
the story of two famous theatrical perfonners as they shoot 
up the stage proving "You Can't Get A Man Without A 
Gun" and 'There's No Business Like Show Business." 

Five-foot-tall sharp shooter Annie Oakley challenges 
Frank Butler, the handsome vaudevilles~ to prove "Any
thing You Can Do I Can Do Bettet" 

Performances on the Bayou stage are Thursdays 
through Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m.The 
final show is Aug. 6. For ticket infonnation and resevations 
call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 345. 

COM gears up its 1995-1996 season this fall with The 
Kentucky Cycle, Part II, which opens in the Arena The
atre Sept. 7. This play is the second and concluding part of 
the1992 Pulitzer Prize-winning play, The Kentucky Cycle, 
by Robert Schenkkan. The play made its Southwest pre
mier in the Arena Theatre June 1. 

Theatergoers will view a drastic change in the scen
ery as the saga of the Rowens, Talberts and Biggses con
tinues, picking up the story after the Civil War. The three 

Kentucky families, connected by marriage and other alli
ances, continue to be filled with lust for the 39 acres of 
land, for which the men have lied, cheated and murdered 
in order to possess it. The two-part series spans 200 years 
in American history, 1775-1975. 

A member of the Rowen family is instrumental in 
fonning the United Mine Workers Union and an accident 
brings sudden tragedy in this second part 

Theater Coordinator Jack Westin directs both parts of 
the two-part series. 

This is the biggest production and challenge COMs 
theater has ever attemped, he said.Auditions for The Ken
tucky Cycle, Part II, will be 'held July 9 at 1:30 p.m. and 
July 10 at 7 p.m. in the FineArts Building. Westin empha
sized minority perfonners are needed for the plai 

Other plays scheduled for the upcoming season in the 
Arena Theatre are Don't Drink The Water by Woody Allen, 
Oct. 26-Nov. 19; Dancing At Lughnasa by Brian Friel, 
Feb. 8-March 3; Inherit The Wind by Jerome Lawrence 
and Robert E. Lee, April 11-May 5; and a Southwest pre
mier, June 6-30. Carousel by Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein II will be perfonned on the UHCL Bayou 
stage July 25- Aug. 11. 

All perfonnances are Thursdays through Saturdays at 
8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. For ticket infonnation 
and resevations call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, 
Ext 345. 

$500 scholarship sponsored by COM Amigos 
The COM Amigos club has established its first $500 

COM Amigos Scholarship. The scholarship will be 
awarded to a student of Hispanic descent The scholar
ship, available for one year only, is valued at $500; $250 
awarded for the fall semester and $250 awarded for the 
spring semester. The scholarship may be used for tuition, 

fees and textbooks. The application became available June 
1, the deadline is July 15. The award will be mailed out 

· July 28. 
For more information and applicant elegibility, call 

the College of the Mainland Foundation Scholarship Of
fice at(409)938-1211 or (713) 280-3991,Ext 557 or 508. 

Peop,.e speak out 
By GINA CASTRO 
Staff Photographer 

Sunuri~ ~ion~ at College of the' 
Mainland are taken in a six-week time frame as op
posed to die faJl,and spring semesw's 16"w~k 
span. StUdents. '1ave to adjust their schedul¢s from 
thetcgula(~mp$&ers to fit the Mondaythrijugb••··· 

Rita Shahani: "(Even 
though) summer courses 
are condensed and the 
time is short,.the work 
load is adequate. Stu
dents have to be alert 
and attentive most of the 
ti.me so they can get die 
passing grade. ! like it" 
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TIPA Award-winner 

ND 

2 COM students finalists in contest Jazz Combo plans 
free concert Oct.17 

Students Chalina Marie Ruben and Sherman 
Murphy are two of the 19 finalists in the Celebrat
ing our Elders Essay competition sponsored by 
University of Houston-Clear Lake. 

(Photo by Susan Littleton) 

Phone-in registration 
disc~ at Dean's forum 
By SKIP GARWOOD 
Copy Editor 

The first College of the Mainland Deans' Fo
rum for the fall was held Sept 21. The forum gives 
COM students the opportunity twice a semester to 
address issues, concerns and complaints directly to 
Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean ofinstruction and Student 
Development, and to DI: Henry D. Pope, dean of 
College and Financial Services. 

COM student Carol Boone asked, "Are we go
ing to have call-in registration any time soon?" 

- COM ombudsman, DI: William T. Spillar, re
plied, "We have.a new software package that is sup
posed to be on board March l." Dean Pope added: 
"We are now underway in getting that done. I would 
have to be pessimistic about getting that done in 
January although I w.ant to be optimistic that we 
might, but I could not commit to that date." He added 
it will be a reality. 

In other matters, Dt Spillar read a letter sent 
in by COM studentWL. Gardner Jr.concerning bow 
people park improperly in the parking lot and the 
problem of finding the owner of the vehicle. Gardner 
suggested some type of vehicle registration be insti-

See Vehicle Page 7 

By SUSAN LITTLETON 
Photography Editor 

Four African-American students from College 
of the Mainland were essayists in the Celebrating 
Our Elders essay competition sponsored by the Uni
versity of Houston-Clear Lake and SHAPE (Self 
Help for African People in Education) Community 
Center Council of Elders. 

Of the 77 student essayists who entered the com
petition, 19 were selected as finalists, and seven of 
the 19 were scholarship recipients. 

Four of the essayists were COM students: 
Sherman Murphy, Chalina Marie Ruben, Jerome 
Scott and Stanford J. Charles. Murphy and Ruben 
were two of the 19 finalists in the competition. The 
finalists' essays, accompanied by photos of them
selves with their elders, were on display at the UHCL 
Bayou Building Sept 30, where a reception was held 
to honor them. 

All elders and all essayists received engraved 
certificates honoring their achievements. The cer
tificates were signed by the UHCL president. 

The urpose of the scholarship was to honor 
elders of the African-American comm unity, said Dr. 
Craig Oettinger, associate professor of human sci
ences, and architect of the competition. "When one 
reads the essays, the dramatic diJference elders have 
made in the students' lives becomes -clear." 

A diverse group of 25 judges read the essay en
tries. COM was represented on the committee by 

See UCHL Page 7 

By STEPHANIE SPOOR 
Staff Reporter 

Feel the beat of a differ
ent drummer when the College 
of the Mainland Jazz Combo 
gives a concert in the Fine Arts I Building Oct. 17 at 8 p.m. in 
Room F-117. It is free and 

.-._. ,. open to the jazz-loving public. 
!!1111111 COM music Professor 

Sparky Koerner will direct and 
perform in concert. Koerner 
explains jazz, the art of impro
visation and self-expression, is 
emotional music that can be 
c)lallenging. Jazz styles the 
combo ·will work on this se-

.....,......_...._ _______ ,.......a.-: mester are swing, Latin and 
funk. Sparky Koerner 

This year's Jazz Combo is 
smaller than it has been in the past when it has had as 
many as 10 members, Koerner said. Because the combo 
needs horns, Koerner plays the trumpet and John Wolf skill 
(COM woodwinds instructor) plays tenor saxophone. Stu
dents include: Rodney Engelbosch on piano,Atsushi Osada 
on bass and Eric Thompson on drums. Students Beau 
LeaCroy and Tony Roberts are drummers in the combo, 
but will not be playing in the concert 

Koerner encourages students to try out for the Jazz 
See Deman~ Page 7 

COM instructors granted tenure 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland professors John Bufa and 
Astrid H. Lowery were granted tenure by the Board of 
Trustees at the Board's Sept. 26 meeting. 

Tenure is the granting of a permanent teaching posi
tion. 

Buffa teaches computer drafting and Lowery teaches 
journalism, English composition and is the adviser for the 
student newspaper, InterCOM. 

Buffa, who has been at COM since fall 1989, received 
his bachelor's degree from Sam Houston State University 
in Huntsville and his master's degree from Texas A &M 
University in Corpus Christi. 

"I've been looking forward to this," Bu1fa said. "It's 
a goal I've been working toward and a milestone and 
marker in my life. I've enjoyed the students, faculty and 
staff. and I'm appreciative and thankful to those who have 
helped me." 

Lowery has taught journalism and has been the 
InterCOM adviser since fall 1986. She was an adjunct in
structor at COM for two years and then was given part
time appointments to both COM and Galveston College, 
where she revived the journalism program. Lowe~ who 
has a bachelor's and master's degree from the University 
of Houston-Clear Lake, became full-time here fall 1990. 

Students in Lowery's beginning journalism class re-

ported that when she received the news of being granted 
tenure, she tossed her wall marker into the air and shouted, 
"Hot dog, I'm tenured." Later when Lowery composed 
herself, she said, "I am thrilled, and I am very thankful of 
all the people who have helped me achieve this goal." 

Newly tenured professors John Buffa and Astrid H. 
Lowery. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 
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Stude~ts, fac_ulty and staff members mingle at the fall Welcome Back Kickoff held Sept.12, during College Hooe 
The kickoff IS a ~AB s~nsored event and was held in the breezeway of the Learning Resouree Center. The 
Clayton Dyess Trio provided music and the SAB supplied free soda. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

SAB sponsors Welcome Back Kickoff 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland students and faculty gath
ered around the breezeway of the Learning Resource Cen
ter on Sept 12, during College How; to celebrate the fall 
semester's Welcome Back Kickoff. The Clayton Dyess Trio 
started the event by playing "The Days ofWmeand Roses," 
followed by "My Little Boat" and "Just Friends." 

The StudentActivities Board, which hosted the semi
annual event, served soft drinks and handed out fliers, pen
cils and COM Discount Cards. Participating merchants are 
listed on the cards which may be obtained at the front desk 
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of the gym. 
President Larry L. Stanley gave welcoming remarks 

and noted that 3,800 students are enrolled at COM this 
semester. He then introduced the various organizations and 
clubs and asked representativies to give information about 
the groups and criteria for joining. 

Dyess played the guitar, Al Cofrin acoustic bass and 
Bobby Adams, drums. Adams is percussion instructor at 
COM. The trio, joined by COM music Professor Sparky 
Koerner on trumpet, concluded the program by playing 
"One Note Somba" and "Oleo." 

Each semester COM students are chaiged an activi
ties fee. SAB gives the fees to various clubs. 

English professors off er 
assistance to students 
ByMARCEDOO 
Assistant Editor 

Need help with a writing assignment? The Humani
ties Team offers tutoring on writing assignments, such as 
essays, book reports and research papers. 

The English professors offer tutorials, formerly known 
as CAVE, Monday through Thursday in their offices in 
Suite B of the Learning Resource Centee 

The tutorial schedule is as follows: 
Monday from 8:30 to 9:30 am. with De Mark Sand

ers; 2 p.m. to 3:20 p.m. with JoAnn Pevoto; 3:30 to 4:50 
p.m. with Brenda Brown; 5 to 5:45 p.m. with Ouida 

· Sanmann; and 8:45 to 9:30 p.m. again with Brown. 

Tuesday 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. with De Sanders; 9:30 to 
10:50 a.m. with Astrid H. Lowery; and 3:30 to 5 p.m. with 
Kathye Bergin. 

Wednesday 8:30 to 9:30 am. with De Sanders; 11 
a.m. to 12:20 p.m. with Bergin; 2 to-3:20 p.m. with Pevoto; 
3:30 to 5:45 p.m. with Sanmann. 

The only scheduled time on Thursday is 8:45 to 9:30 
a.m. with Brown. 

Tutorials are for the student's convenience and are 
free of charge. 

For ~ore inf~rmation students may call (409) 938-
C;:::::=:::;::::;:=:;::::::::;::::::::::;:=:;:;::::;:;:;::;;=:::::====.=====.'.J •• ~. -121'1 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. '214. · . .. . "' . . ~ ... ' 

Other faiths deserve 
equal religious rights 

Nicole 
Torres 

Separation of church and state is currently 
under siege by the religious right, a group which 
so far has brought us terroristic threats outside 
abortion clinics and a focus on their "family 
values." 

The attack is certainly visible in at least one 
item that appeared on the Republican agenda at 
the beginning of this Congressional session-a 
Constitutional amendment allowing for prayer in 
public schools. How can that line of reasoning be 
described? Self-serving, self-centered, militaristic? 
With the religious right mindset., if the Supreme 
Court says that it's unconstitutional to have prayer 
in school, then let's amend the Constitution to 
allow prayer in public schools. This line of 
reasoning, which may make sense to the religious 
right, leaves those of us who value a government 
separated from religion a little sick to our stom
achs. 

Members of the religious right also would like 
to see theology-based classes introduced into the 
public school curriculums. Somehow I doubt they 
want their children schooled in Buddhist, Islamic - ----"'-A,,.c... 

or Jewish faiths. What they want is to have their 
children schooled in good Christian values, but as 
the religious right defines them of course. 

The members of the religious right seek to 
exclude people who are not like them. They seek 
to exclude the Jews, they seek to exclude the 
Muslims, and specifically they seek to exclude all 
non-Christian members of society. 

The religious right solemnly intones phrases 
such as ''Traditional Christian American Values." 
Don't non-Christians have any values? Or are non
Christians just not part of the American tradition? 
Although Christianity is a widely practiced 
religion in America, it is not the only religion in 
America. People of other faiths deserve the same 
respect and tolerance that the religious right 
expects for Christianity. Hmm ... does that sound 
like the old "do unto others ... " rule? 

What the religious right is overlooking is a 
fundamental aspect of religion: Religion is a very 
private matter. On a daily basis many parents 
teach their children about the specific religious 
beliefs they subscribe to. And for those parents 
who think that what they teach at home is not 
enough, there are parochial schools to send their 
children to. 

I don't want an outspoken few deciding what 
my son learns about religion in school. 

Above all, we must question the lessons these 
soldiers of the religious right are passing down to 

their children. Is it the lesson of love and tolerance 
taught in the Bible? No. Not at all. It is instead a 
lesson of hate and intolerance, intolerance for 
people who practice different religions, have 
different values and lifestyles. IDtimately the 
members of the religious right are teaching 
intolerance for people who do not live as they do. 

As these Christian soldiers march onward, 
they leave in their wake an alienated group whose 
only fault is that they ~ -~ot Christians. 



PTK plans activities, 
fair slated for Nov. 4 
By NICOLE TORRES 
Features Editor 

College of the Mainland's Phi Theta Kappa, 
Sigma Delta Chapter began the fall semester with a 
pair of orientation meetings on Sept. 14 and 16. 

The meetings featured PTK President Suzanne 
DiPiazza and a videotape which gave a short his
tory of the organization as well as criteria for being 
a member. 

To become a member of PTK a student must 
have earned 12 college credit hours, with a 3.6 grade 
point average, and be currently enrolled in at least 
three college hours. 

· PTK activities focus on the development of the 
four hall marks of the organiztion. These are schol
arship, leadership, service and fellowship, accord
ing to the PTK handbook. 

PTK members participate in many activities on 
the COM campus. Members help with events, such 
as registration, graduation and OutstandingTeacher 
elections. Recently they've handled the voting 
booths for the Duck for a Day- a lighthearted con
test in the spring that has the winner dressing up in 
a duck costume for a day. So far this fall PTK mem
bers have staffed a booth to register people to vote 
at the Oct 3 and 4 blood drive. 

Currently, PTK awards seven scholarships an
nually. Two scholarships for $50 each are awarded 
at the end of each semster to the most active PTK 
members. At the end of the spring semester two 
$100 scholarships are awarded to two area graduat
ing high school seniors who plan to attend COM. 
Also in the spring PTK awards a $ 100 scholarship 
to a non-PTK member for community service. 

In addition to the president, PTK oficers in
clude: Laura Gaffey, vice president; Bruce Cowan, 
secretary; Katrina Bradshaw, treasurer; Janet 
Crumby, historian; and Edwin Miller; reporter. 

PTK advisers are Kathye Bergin and Leslie 
Richardson. 

PTK inducts more than 45,000 students nation
wide annually, and there are 950 chapters. PTK 
Alumni chapters assist the society and provide trans
fer scholarships for students who move to follf-year 
universities. 

One of the activities planned for this fall is an 
Arts and Crafts Fair in the gym. The fair, scheduled 
for Nov. 4 will be held from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. People 
interested in renting booth space to display their 
wares may contact PTK member Ramona Mason at 
(409) 945-8244. 

Letter to the Reader 
Readers' letters wanted 
Dear Reader; 

IntelCOM invites your letters to the Editor which 
will be published on a space-available basis. 

Your letters should be brief and to the point , and 
you must provide InterCOM with your full name, 
address and telephone number so we may check their 
authenticity; however; only your name will be pub
lished. 

IntelCOM reserves the right to edit your letter for 
length and content We will not print vulgar or obscene 
letters, nor will IntelCOM accept anonymous letters. 

Letters to the Editor may be mailed to InterCOM at 
1200 Amburn Road, Texas City 77591, or you may tAke 
your letters to Suite B in the Leaming Resource Centei; 
attention: Barbara E. Lewis, InterCOM editoi; or Astrid 
H. Lowery, IntelCOM adviser: 

Lowery may be contacted at (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991. Ext. 314. 

InterCOM,_ October 1995, Page 3 

, 
WellJ'tvt 
a,/Vl-ff 
Jove~ 

-t~1-ir I 
fries, 

COM police provide new emergency medical service 
parked in "No Parking" areas will be ticketed. Other 

By NICOLE: TORRES ticketable offenses are moving against normal traffic, park-
Features Editor ing against the flow of traffic (backing in) and parking 

This semester the College of the Mainland Police 
Team is joining up with the emeigency medical training 
department to handle on-campus medical_ em~encies. 
Police Team leader Willie Huerta said that ID the event ~f 
a minor medical emergency EMT students would be avail
able to check such things as blood pressure. 

For the purpose of reporting a criminal incident, a 
medical emergency, a fire, or any other type of emergency, 
several well-marked emergency call boxes are located 
outside throughout the campus. Intercampus house phones 
are located in the hallways of all campus bQildings. To 
reach the police in case of an emeigency call Ext 599. 

The police are available, especially after dark, to es
cort people to their vehicles. 

Although COM has an open parking system, ac<:ord
ing to a campus police department pamphlet, vehicles 

outside marked lines. No one is allowed to drive or park 
on campus sidewalks without police approval. 

The COM police also enforce the campus smoking 
ordinance. Twelve designated smoking areas are available. 
Smoking in non-smoking areas is subject to disciplinary 
sanctions. 

So far this year, according to police records, seven 
cases of burglary have been reported, three infractions of 
the tobacco ordinance, one incident of weapons posses
sion, two cases of simple assault, 35 thefts, 14 cases of 
criminal mischief and nine cases of disorderly conduct 

The police station is in the Administration Building, 
Suite A-125-B, and is staffed 24-hours a day by police. 

The police may be reached at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext 403 for non-emergency calls and Ext 599 
for emergency calls. 

Fields elected Student Government president 
By LOUISE HAMPTON 
Staff Reporter 

As April Fields walked up to the lectern on Sept. 
28 to call the Student Government meeting to ordei; 
the second year of the reorganized Student Govern-
ment at College of the Mainland began. _ 

Fields was elected student president in the Sept. 
26 election, held in the Student Centet Out of ap
proximately 4,000 students, 62 took the opportunity 
to vote. 

In addition to voting for student president, stu
dents also voted for vice president, secretary Col
lege Senate representatives, and parliamentarian. 

In the student presidental race, Fields received 
67 percent with Barbara Hoke receiving 33 percent. 
Shelly Quinlan ran unopposed for vice president as 
did Vanessa Emmitte for the parliamentarian posi
tion. Betty Morgan defeated Kathy Pollard for sec
retary, with 66 percent of the vote. Jamie Powell and 
Don Rittenhouse were elected COM Senate repre
sentatives. Pollard was appointed third College Sen
ate representative by the Student Government. 

In a mock election, voters also were given the 
opportunity to choose who will be the next presi
dent of the United States. Two social issues also were 
on the ballot: Is O.J. _guilty; and should-~e Oilers 

remain in Houston? 
Colin Powell was the campus favorite with 42 

percent of the votes cast in the mock U.S. ?residen
tial election. President Bill Clinton came ID second 
with 36 percent, while Republican front-runner Sen. 
Bob Dole of Kansas received 22 percent 

On the issue of 0. J. Simpson's guilt or inno
cence, smdents felt 0. J. was not guilty by a maigin 
of 60 percent to 40 percent. On Oct 3 Simpson was, 
in fact, found innocent of the charges filed against 
him for the murders of Nicole Brown Simpson and 
Ronald Goldman. 

All 62 students voted on whether the Oilers 
should stay in Houston. Only 17 Oiler fans felt they 
should stay in Houston, while 22 students would like 
to see the Oilers leave. The other 23 voters had no 
opinion. 

Shippy, who is also Student Government ad
viser, said he was well pleased with voter turnout 
He is looking forward to working with the newly 
elected Student Government during the coming yeat . 

The next meeting of the Student Government 
will be Oct. 5. Subsequent meetings will be every 
other Thursday throughout the fall semestet All 
meetings will be held in A-127 in the Administra
tion Buildi_n_g_ ~':l"ng ~ollege How: 



Page 4, October 1995, InterCOM 

ea res/Enterta ·omen 

Counselor Shippy dedicated to his 'paychecks' 
By RICK GILLIAM 
Staff Reporter 

Helping people seems to be second nature for James 
Shippy. That's why College of the Mainland's director of 
Student Services enjoys his work so much. 

Shippy spends much of his day helping COM stu
dents get through the daily grind of campus life. 

From hosting various workshops throughout the se
mester to organizing the first student government at COM 
in 12 years, a feat accomplished last yeai; Shippy is al
ways working to help students adjust to college life and to 
become more involved in their campus surroundings. 

James Shippy, Director or Student Services, fields ques
tions at the Student Government orientation. 

(Photo by Susan Littleton) 

"Helping people is just something I love to do," said 
Shippy, who has been at COM for two years now "It just 
comes natural to me." 

Shippy's passion for helping others began at an early 
age. "I guess it started back when I was in high school, 
maybe even before that." After high school, he enrolled in 
Tuskegee University, Tuskegee,Ala., to become a teachet 
"I majored in social studies because I was real good in 
history and wanted to teach high school histo114" he ex
plained. 

"But once I got to college, I changed my mind. Col
lege opened my eyes up. There were more majors than I 
had ever thought about before. 

"I love reading and learning things and researching," 
he said, "And during that process, I decided to become a 
pre-law major. I was going to be one of these attorneys 
that help poor people. That was my goal." 

But late in his junior year, Shippy had the opportu
nity to work as a volunteer for the Tuskegee orientation 
program. "I loved that so much, I said, 'Is there a job do
ing this?"' 

At the beginning of his senior yeai; Shippy applied 
for graduate school and Tuskegee had a graduate program 
in student sexvices, administration and counseling. He was 
accepted and then applied for an internship that enabled 
him to get practical experience as well as a paycheck. 

"I was one of more than 100 people to apply for one 
of three internships and by some miracle, I was one of the 
persons they hired. And of course, I accepted." 

Since then, Shippy has held many positions in his 
chosen field. He's worked in financial aid, placement, tu
toring and admissions and has been the director of student 
activities. He was also a counselor for nine years. "I have 
good knowledge of all that and I really enjoy doing it." 

Shippy, who came to COM from the San Jacinto Col
. lege Central Campus in Pasadena, has been the director of 

Student Services at COM for two years and during that 
time has worked in getting students involved on campus. 

He's already held four workshops. The final work-

Back to basics for Sun .sports editor 
By LOUISE HAMPTON 
Starr Reporter 

If you have read a copy of the Texas City Sun re
cently, you may be familiar with Rick Gilliam, sports re
porter extraordinaire. You may have read his articles about 
local sports and his sometimes controversial commentaF 
ies. What you may be unaware of is that this one-time 
drummer in a country western band, and now sports edi
tor at the Sun, is a first-year journalism student at College 
of the Mainland. 

Gilliam became interested in journalism at La Marque 
High School in his senior yeru: He covered sports news 
for the school paper. He also played football, baseball and 
was the student trainer for the basketball team. 

After graduation in 1972, Gilliam gave up his writing 
to pursue his other dream - music. For several years he 
was a drummer in a country western band. · 

In 1977 he signed on as a stringer (a self-employed 
person who sells his work to the newspaper on a story-by
story or picture-by-picture basis) to cover the high school 
football season but still continued to play music whenever 
he had the opportunity. He held various other jobs, such 
as clerk in a sporting goods store and construction worker 
throughout the late '70s and early '80s, while never ven
turing far from his two loves, music and sports. 

Gilliam realized in 1981 that the time had come to 
grow up and pursue a career with a more stable future. He 
accepted a job in the Circulation Department of the Sun as 
a district sales manager - in his words "a glorified papeic 

boy" - in charge of several carriers. One drawback to 
this job he admits was having to throw the paper himself 
if the regular people did not show up. 

He continued working in circulation, doing some re-

porting as a sports stringer, and playing his music when
ever he could. As a member of Jack Randy and the Texas 
Legends, a Livingston-based country western band, he 
recorded several singles that met with some acclaim. 

Gilliam became a full-time sports reporter for the Sun 
in 1988, a job he says he always wanted to do. "If I had a 
choice, I would do both," he laments, in discussing sports 
writing and music. "But," he continues, "writing puts food 
on the table." 

The end result of all his hard work, time and dedica
tion at the Sun (the only newspaper he has ever been asso
ciated with) was his promotion to sports editor in June. In 
agdition to reporting, he is now responsible for all aspects 
of the sports department, including story assignments, lay
out and editing. 

Also, "I write columns," he says, to express his some
times controversial opinions. He gets a lot of response to 
his articles and editorials - some positive, some nega
tive. If everyone agrees with his views, he says that would 
make a dull paper and him a boring writet "I don't want 
to be a boring writer," Gilliam remarks. 

So, what the heck is· he doing in Writing for the Mass 
Media (COMM 1307), a beginning journalism class at 
COM? This is supposed to be a class for people who 
haven't got a clue as to how to write for a newspaper! He 
is here because one of the flukes of society is that no mat
ter how much p~ctical experience a person has, only a 

shop of the semester will be on Student Leadership Skills, 
slated for Oct 12 in the Learning Resource Center Audi
torium, L-131. "Although we'll probably have a lot of stu
dents from various organizations at this one, this work
shop is designed for anyone," Shippy said. 

"You 're a leader. You just may not realize it yet," he 
said. "If you have family or a job, you 're a leadei; whether 
you recognize it ornot Even as a followei; you're a leader." 

Shippy said more workshops are being planned for 
the spring semester as well. 

Where does Shippy find the time to oiganize all of 
these activities and why is he involved so much? It's be
cause of the students, he says. 

"Colleges and schools are built for students," Shippy 
said. "And those of us who work here dedicate our lives to 
service students. It's really as simple as that. Without the 
students, we wouldn't be here. 

"You've got my time. I'm here because of you, not 
me. I just chose to work in this profession.All my time is 
all for you." 

Shippy likes to refer to students as "paychecks." 
"One saying I share with people and you may hear 

me say this from time to time is, 'Good afternoon, Pay
check,"' he said. "I'm talking about each student because 
he is my paycheck. Students help feed my children and 
pay my bills. It's as simple as that" 

Shippy is also involved with the StudentActivities 
Board at COM. The SAB is designed specifically to pro
vide entertainment on campus. "Vk arrange for bands, 
comedians and those types of programs to come to the 
campus for a show," he said." And, it's all volunteer. Who
ever shows up can participate (in the SAB). As long as 
you are a student, you can show up and participate." 

COM participates in the Texas Junior College Stu
dent Government Association, which is a state oiganiza
tion with more than 40 campuses involved. Last years 
conference was held in Austin and this spring it will be in 
Corpus Christi. COM is a member of Region V. 

Texas City Sun sports editor Rick Gilliam is a first
year Journalism student at COM; 

(Photo by Susan Littleton) 

degree is what counts. A criteria for accepting the position 
of sports editor was obtaining an associate's degree. 

Gilliam now spends his days on the COM campus as 
a student. As he starts his truck after leaving class in the 
afternoon, a transition begins. While driving down Amburn 
Road, Gilliam, the student, is beginning to fade. As the 
truck rolls into the darkness under the Lowry Expressway 
and reaches the sunlight on the other side, the experienced 
reporter begins to emerge. He drives into the parking lot 
of the Sun, gets out and walks to the back door As he 
opens the door and walks in, the transition is complete. 
Gilliam, the sports editor, has arrived. 



COM students from left Wendy Boswell, Cheryl Young, Santia Solar, and Hilda Velez view Betty Polifka'sReminis
cence of War. The piece was featured in the College of the Mainland 1995 Faculty Exhibit in theArt Gallery in the 
Fine Arts Building. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

By SKIP GARWOOD . 
Copy Editor 

After hearing about 
the possibility of a crea
ture living at the bottom of 
Lake Eckert, this reporter 
set out after the truth of an 
unusual tale. 

The possibility of 
such a creature was 
brought to my attention 
when I noticed a lot of 
one-legged ducks and sea 
gulls hopping around campus. 

As I asked around campus about this strange phenom
enon of the one-legged birds, it seemed no one knew any
thing about the particulars or was willing to talk about it. 

I learned that the creature is usually seen early in the 
morning when the lake is as still as a finely polished look
ing glass or late at'night when an eerie mist hangs over the 
lake. 

So with the lnterCOM photographer in tow I decided 
we would find the truth of this tale. For two weeks, from 
late at night to early in the morning, long before students 
and faculty started arriving we sat in the tall cattails next 
to the lake hoping to see and photograph this creature once 
and for all. 

We never saw the creature. But when the hot air of 
the day cools in the evening, and the humidity is high and 
the air so thick you could cut it with a knife you begin to 
feel the eerie presence of someone or something out there 
in the night. 

As we sat in the cattails we could hear off in the dis
tance large splashes in the lake followed by the sounds of 
frightened ducks and sea gulls as they took to night flight 

Sometimes in the early morning hours we would see 
a single duck or sea gull swimming peacefully in the middle 
of the lake and without warning it would just disappear 
from sight with just a ripple left upon the water where the 
bird had been. Since we didn't actually see what happened, 
we can only speculate that without warning the bird was 
pulled beneath the water by something! 

About to give up the quest for the truth about the ex
istence of such a creature, we remembered seeing an old 
man fishing on the other side of the lake at least three or 
four times a week. We decided to question him about the 
possibility of a creature. · 

"My name is ~roy Happyday, and I've fish¢ $,is. , 

lake for over 20 years. I've seen many strange things hap
pen on this lake." 

When asked what strange things he had seen, 
Happyday said, "You want me to admit to the truth of a 
creature in Lake Eckert, something no one will speak to 
you about, let alone admit to. While I'm not going to be 
the person to come right out and say yes, there is such a 
creature and become the laughing stock of the town, I will 
tell you what I've seen and heard so you can judge for 
yourselves. 

"Have you ever noticed that the ducks never swim in 
the middle of the lake and that they sleep only on land at 
night?" he asked. "Also, have you noticed that regardless 
of how many ducks are born at COM, and believe me when 
I say that a 100 or more are born each yeai; the flock never 
seems to get any latger and just a few of the young ducks 
grow up to be adults? If you're around the lake late at 
night or early in the morning, especially when there is a 
mist covering the water, you will hear large splashes out 
there in the middle. These I might add, are too big to be 
fish. I've fished these waters for a long time and never 
caught a fish big enough to make that kind of a splash. 

"I've heard some people say that it's just a large turtle 
that's been in these waters long before College of the 
Mainland was built," he related. ''Then there are those who 
say that it's some type of mutant crossbreed of a creature 
that crawled out of one of the refineries' retaining ponds 
and crune here long before there was environmental pro-
tection of waterways. · 

"Then there is the story about the owners of that old 
yellow car which sat out in the parking lot for about six 
months," he mused. "Rumor has it that it belonged to a 
young couple who were deeply in love and came to Lake 
Eckert for one of those midnight swims. I'm not going to 
say the creature got them, but it is kind of strange that 
someone found clothing belonging to a man and a woman 
the next morning on the shoreline. Also they never took 
their car with them when they left" 

"Well that's all I'm going to say before I make a fool 
out of myself about this creature thing," he said sighing. 
"Tell your readers not to worry. The old lady and her dog 
manage to keep the creature within the lake. That is, if 
there is such a creature." 

"You know the old lady I'm talking about," he said. 
Leaning closer, he whispered: "She's the ghost of COM. 
If you don't believe me ask the housekeepers who work in 
these buildings late at night after everyone has gone.They 
will tell you about her,an_d her dog. But that's another story 
yo_u wHJ have to check out" 
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Faculty '95 exhibit 
ru~s through Oct. 24 
By JOSE GALVAN 
Staff Reporter 

We see instructors as people who stand in front of a 
classroom lecturing us, but they are more than that. They 
have many dimensions just as we do. Viewing their art
work allows us to see them from a different perspective. 

The College of the Mainland 1995 Faculty Exhibit, 
which opened Sept. 21 and runs through Oct. 24, shows 
the works of several fine arts professors.Among the art
ists featured are Janet Hassinger, painting professor and 
acting gallery director; James Templer, painting profes
sor; Elizabeth (Betty) Polifka, ceramics professor; Mark · 
Greenwalt, design and drawing professor; Mona Marshall, 
photography professor; Ann Stautberg, photography pro
fessor, and art history instructor, Mike Cherry (Ceravolo). 

Guest speaker at the gallery opening was Deborah 
Grotfeldt, assistant director of Project Row houses in Hous
ton. The project was initiated by sharecropper's son Rick 
Lowe, an art student from the University of Alabama in 
Birmingham. Lowe began the project in 1992 with the pUF 

· chase of the rowhouses, a cluster of homes in Houston's 
Third Ward. Grotfeldt explained that Lowe was inspired 
by the artwork of muralist John Biggers whose paintings 
depict African-American life. 

Volunteers from local industries and the neighbor 
hoods cleared weeds from the cluttered lots. Grotfeldt said 
she was overwhelmed by the number of people who vol
unteered. She presented a slide show of the project's 
progress from its beginning stages to its present state. The 
houses feature artwork of predominantly African-Ameri
can artists. Only one house is still occupied. The 86-year
old woman has Ii ved in the Third Ward since 194 3 and has 
witnessed first-hand the drugs and prostitution that infested 
the area Most of the artists in the show were present to 
answer questions. 

Hassinger's watercolor, Primary Concerns, uses pri
mary colors to ·address social concerns such as the envi
ronment. She uses flowers as the backdrop for her work. 
Hassinger said of, "Paradigm 1 Bird." it is "more about 
feeling than thought "This painting "alludes to man's con
trol of the earth." 

Templer said his two sculptures "address environmen
tal issues like pollution." In each of his sculptures a fish is 
jumping out of what looks to be murky water His paint
ing is an interpretation of the Michelangelo painting. of 
God touching Adam's finger. He said of his painting, "I 
address philosophical issues like theology and science." 

In Polifka's ceramic series,Reminiscence o/War, she 
reflects on her life while growing up during World War II. 
Her work interprets the radio reports she heard at that time 
as well as what life in her family and community was like. 
The series tells a story that is both disturbing and sad. 

"I wanted to kind of create an event or an experience 
that's new," Greenwalt said. "I like to be surprised." 
Greenwalt's painting "Bride and Groom" uses Day-Glo 
orange and charcoal. It depicts a marriage. Next to it is his 
latest drawing "Monumental Head with Slip Fault at Brow 
and Cheek." Greenwalt proves his statement true because 
he surprises the viewer by showing we aren \ all perfect 

Marshall's pastels are a contrast in light and dark. In 
"Recreating the Past," her light drawing, done in a variety 
of colors, shows someone in a chair looking at a picture, 
"Convergance," her dark drawing, shows gray images and 
ghos~ of people walking across a wasteland. 

Stautberg said she "chronicles the events of a day lead
ing up to a lifetime." Her"Mask, Galveston"isan oil paint
ing on a black and white photograph. It depicts either late 
evening or early morning the way the shadow is cast. 

Cherry said his work "has to do with the 
interconnectedness of things from the simplest to the most 
complex." His work shows broken pieces of concrete with 
reinforcing rods in a series of three charcoal drawings. 

Hours for the art gallery are 11 am. through 2 p.m. 
Monday through Wednesday. For more information call 
(409) 938-1211 or(713) 280-3991, Ext. 354. 
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Sports/Recreati()n 
Outdoor Club seeks more students 

Rebecca Miles and her husband Wayne Miles challenge 
the Cottonseed rapids in the San Man:os River, site of 
the COM Outdoor Club Labor Day weekend trip (Sept. 
1-4). Rebecca Miles is director of Student Financial 
Services. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

By RICK GILLIAM 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's Outdoor Club executive 
team member Maryann Urick said that while the club is 
growing in popularity, it would be nice if more COM stu
dents were involved. 

"We really would like to have more students join," 
Urick, wlio is also COM's coordinator of recreational pro
grams said. "Right now, the members are mostly people 
in the community." 

The club held its first meeting of the fall semester 

Sept 6 aQd more than 30 of the current membership at
tended. "We have about this many show up at each meet
ing," Urick said. "Sometimes we have as many as 40 show . 
up." 

At the September meeting members selected a new 
design and logo for the club T-shirts. They also viewed 
slides of their most recent trip, the Labor Day excursion to 
The Blue Hole, a clear pond with a creek running into it 
bor<fered by a rugged rock. The Blue Hole is located on 
private land near the west Texas town of Barksdale. 

"It was just like paradise," Urick said. "The water 
was so clear and cool. Everyone had a great time." 

Upcoming trips include a canoe trip on theAngelina 
River (Oct. 20-22) below Sam Rayburn Dam in East Texas 
and a Thanksgiving canoe trip down the Rio Grande, 
Boquillas Canyon/Big Bend National Park (No" 22-26). 

The COM Outdoor Club was started "about 18 years 
· ago," Urick said. "I had been here about two semesters 
-and I had a credit canoeing and camping course.When the 
class ended, they (students) didn\ want to stop," she said. 
"They wanted to start a club and keep going on trips, so 
that's when the club was 01ganized." 

The club operates on a group cooperation basis. Mem: 
bers select weekend trips three times a year (April, July 
and November) for the next semester's trips. Those trips 
are limited to 22-24 people and are taken in two 15-pas-. 
senger COM vans. 

Membership in the club is open to students and com
munity members and the fee is $15 per person from Sep
tember through August Meetings are on the first Wednes
day of each month at 7 p.m. at COM. 

"Anyone who enjoys people and the outdoors should 
really consider joining our club," Urick said. "Ve see some 
beautiful places and always have a great time." 

Student/Employee 3 on 3 Basketball Tournament 

The Student/Employee 3 on 3 BasketballTournment was held in tbe COM gym Sept 20. First-place w_inners 
front from left: Ashton Jackson, Tige Cornelius, Michael Judge and Lany Edwards. Second-place wmners 
back from left: Richard Salaza1; David Sanchez,Alvin Scott and Michael Cuny. 

• · • - , .·,. . ... ,, , , Whot~ by ~av.y.ann Urifk) .. 

.. 

Karate expertAI Gana shows COM student Jack 
Pitcher how to break a handhold. The SAB 
sponsored the self-defense workshop Sept. 26. 
Garza, a fifth degree black belt mastea; is owner 
of Al Gan.a'sAmerican Karate Club. 

(Photo by Gina Castro) 

Karate expert gives 
self-defense tactics 
By SUSAN LfITLE10N 
Photography Editor 

STOP! NO! These two words along with other 
defense tactics could help prevent an attack. 

The College of the Mainland StudentActivities 
Board sponsored a self-defense workshop presented 
by Al Garza Sept. 26 during College Hout Gana, a 
fifth degree black belt mastei; is the owner of Al 
Garza's American Karate Club where he also teaches 
karate. Garza gave a demonstration and brief lec
ture on self-defense. 

Garza has 22 years experience training and 
teaching martial arts. He also has 18 years experi
ence in law enforcement self-defense tactics and con
ducts self-protection and rape prevention seminars. 

Garza's statistics show "seven out of 10 women 
will be a victim of some sort of crime." He explained 
a few myths and facts about sexual assault. 

It's a myth that the attacker usually is a stranger 
In fact, in 85 percent of attacks, the victim knows 
her attacker. Another myth, is that women who are 
sexually assaulted are .. asking for it." In fact, sexual 
assault is a brutal, violent and degrading crime. 
Women who are assaulted often are threatened with 
bodilt harm if they .resist and usually are assaulted 
in their homes. 

Most people think the attacker is a lower middle
class American, but in actuality race and income 
status are not factors that mark an attacker 

"An attacker feels insecure and powerless, weak 
and uncertain," Garza said. "He will plan his attack 
in advance, hours to months. He will test the pro
spective victim's reponse with inappropiate remarks. 
But most of all he will p~ck victims he feels he can 
dominate." 

Garza's ABC's of conflict avoidance include 
staying calm,being in control of one's body and be
•ing_ aware ()f potentially dangerous situations:-; 



Legalized substance 
abuse big problem 
ByBARBARA E.LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

While much is said about illegal substance abuse, little 
is mentioned about the abuse oflegalized substances, such 
as prescription and over-the-counter medication.Abuse of 
legalized substances is a major problem in our society es
pecially among women. Furthermore, women who are 
addicted to one substance usually are addicted to others. 

Medication addiction is not a new problem but dates 
back to the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The1992 
Encyclopedia of Drug Abuse, Dr. Sidney Cohen, a physi
cian, writes that because patent medicines contained opi
ates and alcohol, American society had a large number of 
addicts with three times as many women being addicted 
as men. At the time the average woman was married, 
middle-aged and from amiddle-to-uppeF-<:lass background. 

Today women of all ages, classes and ethnic groups 
abuse prescription drugs as well as alcohol. Stress may be 
a major cause of the abuse because women-are competing 
in the work force in addition to the demands they face 
running a home and raising children. Also many women 
are divorced or separated, struggling to make ends meet 
while trying to cope with stress and often loneliness, too. 

Women see doctors more often than men and are pre
scribed sedatives twice as often. They consume 71 per
cent of all the antidepressant medication and 80 percent of 
all legal amphetamines which are often in the form of diet 
pills, according to the Encyclopedia of Drug Abuse. Sixty 
percent of women drink alcohol and 25 percent consume 
between three to five drinks a da~ and an estimated 2 to 3 
million women are addicted to more than one substance. 
According to the 1992 census figures there are approxi
mately 130 million women in the United States. 

One-reason prescription drug abuse is an .ongoing 
problem is often doctors do not know that their patients 
are alcoholics and prescribe medications for the symptoms 
caused by alcohol consumption, Cohen writes: Ha person 
takes medication with alcohol, the action of one intensi
fies the action of the ~ and if she is addicted to alco
hol, addiction to prescription drugs follows. 

Fonner first lady Betty Ford is a prime example of a 
woman addicted to both alcohol and prescription medi
cine. In her bookBetty: A GladAwakening, Ford discloses 
her own addiction and relates being confronted by her hus
band, children, several friends, two doctors and a nurse 
about her failing health and the role alcohol and prescrip
tion drugs played. 

"My makeup wasn't smeared, I wasn't disheveled, I 
behaved politely and I never finished of a bottle," Ford 
writes. "So how could I be an alcoholic? And I wasn't on 
heroin or cocaine, the medication I took--the sleeping pills, 
the pain pills, the relaxer pills, the pills to counte~t the 
side effect of the other pills--had been prescribed by doc
tors, so how could I be a drug addict?" It was beyond be
lief for her that ha family and friends could think she ~d 
an alcohol and drug problem. 

According to literature from theAlcohoVDrug Abuse 
Women's Center in Texas City, any drug or alcohol de
pendency on is a disease.Alcoholism is a primary chronic 
disease with genetic, psychosocial and environmental fac
tors, according to physicians Robert M. Morse and Daniel 
K. Flavin, who are affiliated with the National Council of 
Alcoholism and Drug Dependence. 

A genetic connection to alcoholism has been found 
by Dr. Kenneth Blum, as recorded in the Journal of the 
American MedicalAssociation. In his study on genes, he 
found that dopamine, a natural biochemical produced by 
the body, is a contn"buting factor in addiction to alcohol
ism. The environment plays a contributing part in addic
tion because a person's social class, parental restrictions 
and drinking patterns influence her behavioi; according 
to Dr. Kenneth Kendell, affiliated with the department of 
psychiatry at the Medical College ofVuginia in Richmond. 

The November InterCOM will deal with the factors 
· that deteonine whe~,a w.onian is a substance. abuser, 
,'•.• • • ,-~ • I 4 #'< I ~ 4. .. I _ ·, " I • ,._ I • • • • I ~ ~ 
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Fall '95 InterCOM staff 

InterCOM staff members for fall 1995 back row from left: Rick Gilliam; Louise Hampton and Calvin Samuels. 
Front row from left: Susan Littleton, photography editor; Barbara E. Lewis, managing editor; Brad Stevenson, 
cartoonist; Nicole Torres, features editor; Stephanie Spoor. In fJOnt: Maree Doo, assistant editot Not pic
tured Je~amyn Denney, production assistant. (Photo.by Astrid H. Lowery) 

UHCL sponsors elder essay competition 
Continued from Page 1----------
Vanneise A. Collins, assistant to the president and Office 
of Equal F.ducation Opportunity; and adjunct history in
structor Deyossie Harris. 

Essay enll'allts were asked to write about ari elder who 
had significance in their lives. 

Psychology student Murphy, 21, chose to write about 
his mother Estelle Murphy-O'Neal. He called the piece 
"Stormy Days" because of the trials and tribulations his 
mother endured growing up and during the '60s when she 
was a young woman. 

Murphy-O'Neal who is 50 and the mother of six, is a 
retired postal worker from Dickinson. She was the first 
black woman to integrate the post office and overcome 
racial and gender discrimination at her job in order to raise 
a family," Murphy said."I wrote the essay on my mother 
because to me she is my best friend and my inspiration." 
As a single mother she was able to raise a man who re
spects others. "She always conveyed to me the importance 

of equality among people," Murphy said. His mother taught 
him values such as "abstinence, thoughtfulness, humble
ness, charity, endurance, fmgiveness and humanity." 

Ruben, a 20-year-old nursing-smdent at COM, wrote 
her untitled essay about her grandmothei; her great-grand
mother, and great-great-grandmother because she felt it 
was important to focus on African-American women. 

"I was extremely fortunate while I was a child to be 
influenced by three wise, courageous, respectfulAfrican
American women," Ruben said. "To this day Clarene 
Brown, (grandmother), Myrtle Robinson, (great-grand
mother), and Anita Callis (105-year-old great-great-grand
mother) are still eagerly standing by to wipe away my tears 
and to instill positive morals into my mind. I love them 
greatly and without their moral support, I would not be 
the achiever I am today." 

COM students Scott and Charles, who received ceF
tificates, were unavilable for comment 

Vehicle decals needed due to parking pr~blems 
Continued from Page 1----------

tuted so all vehicles would have a decal, allowing the owner 
to be found quickly if a problem were to arise. 

In response to the letter Dean Pope said: "One of the 
characteristics of a community college is that it serves the 
community; it does not just serve credit students." He con
cluded that registering cars would be hard, if not impos
sible, since so many non-student community members have 
access to the col_lege campus. 

In still other matters, Di: Spillar stated that the Ad
missions Team is "getting ready to start entering the spring 
schedule and we are going to do it a little diferently this 
spring, and I would like to know of any types of problems 
you perceived you¥ with getting the classes you wanted, 
the lime$ you wanted them or anything that has to do with 
the scheduling of classes." 

An InterCOM reporter said too many "to be 
announced's" are listed in place of the instructor's names. 
This does not allow students to choose a certain instructor 
for a particular class. Dt Spillar and Dean Pope agreed 
that this would be addressed to faculty team leaders. 

Boone said the cafeteria prices are a little too high. 
•.S.evei:al $lUdei.tf,fstated that the.pri~es. are reasonable com- . 

pared to cafeteria prices at schools they had attended. 
Another student attending the forum said that since 

the management in the cafeteria had been changed the pre
sentation and quality of the food has improved greatl)C 

Demand for players 
high in Jazz Combo 
Continued from Page 1--------

Combo. He said that playing in the combo is a unique 
experience which can help students develop their 
creativity. 

Among the eight or nine pieces planned for the 
concert are "Proclamation" by Roy Halgrove, "Joy 
Spring" by Clifford Brown and a blues tune, "En
voy" by Valery Ponomarev. 

There will be an intermission between the two 
40 minute sets. 

Another concert is set for Nov. 14 with guest 
artist Mike Steinel, a jazz trumpetet 
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Procrastination in its finest form 

Long lines awaited students during late fall registration heldAug. 28 through Sept. 16. Dates for early spring 
registration are Nov. 28 through Dec.1. Register early and avoid the rush. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Batman Forever lands at COM Oct. 20,· 21 
By STEPHANIE SPOOR 
Staff Reporter 

The movie Batman Forever will be landing soon at 
College of the Mainland. Be sure to set aside time on your 
calendars to see this latest outstanding installment of the 
Batman series. 

The Student Activities Board will show the movie 
Friday, Ocl 20, and Saturday, Oct. 21, at 7 p.m. in the 
Leaming Resource Center Auditorium, L-131. This free 
showing is open to all. 

T1JD Burton produced not only Batman and Batman 
Returns but also Batman Forever. Though Burton directed 
the first two Batman movies, Joel Schumacher directed 
Batman Forever. The cinematography in the three movies 
is the same style and quality; though Burton did not direct 
Batman Forever he had a major hand in it. The Batman 
creations are filled with awesome special efects and stun
ning cinematography. 

Other movies Burton has directed such asNightmare 
Before Christmas and Edward Scissorhands show his cre
ativity and ability to produce incredible images with inno
vative camera angles and stage setup. 

Full of explosions and action, this is a typical Batman 
story about the villain who is causing trouble in Gotham 
and the only one who can stop him: the caped crusader 
The bad guy in this movie is Two-Face (Tommy Lee Jones), 
who terrorizes Gotham in his hunt for Batman. His two 

halves, good and evil, are constantly battling .each other 
His decisions are made with the flip of a coin. 

The movie's serious content (crime and justice) does 
not exclude humor: Jim Caney perfectly plays The Riddler. 
This brilliantly colored character creates an electronic gad
get capable of using people's brain waves for his own 
knowledge. He finds a common bond with Two-Face and 
they team up against Batman. 

In this new movie, Batman is played by Val Kilmer. 
Michael Keaton previously played this lonel:14 mysterious 
crusader and Kilmer is just as good, still as dark and se

. cretive with a certain sex appeal. For a comical change, 
nipples have been added to the Batman suit. 

The girl for Batman in this movie is psychologist 
Chase Meridian (Nicole Kidman). After careful analysis 
she falls in love with Batman and then Bruce Wayne, 
Batman's alter ego. It doesn't take her long to catch either 
one of them. She's glad to find out they are the same. 

A new addition to this movie is Robin. He tumbles 
onto the scene in an array of colors and emotions. Chris 
O'Donnell's job with this character will make most fans 
demand a fourth show with the dynamic duo. Robins 
spunk gives Batman's lair more life and excitement. 

Each Batman movie gets consecutively better with 
well written dialogues, stories and excellent actor choices. 
Batman Forever was rated the No.1 blockbuster movie of 
the summer, so don't miss the free showing if you haven't 
seen iL If you already have, come see it again. 

Don't Drink the Water set to run Oct. 26-Nov. 19 
By CALVIN SAMUELS 
Staff Reporter 

The action in Woody Allen's Don't Drink t~ Water is 
set right in the middle of the Cold War inside an American 
embassy behind the Iron Curtain. The play opens Oct 26 
and continues through Nov. 19 in College of the Mainland's 
Arena Theatre. 

Heading the cast of Don't Drink T~ Water as Walter 
and Marion Hollander of Newark, N.J., are Don Wiseman 
and Janice Quinby. Their daughter, Susan Hollander, is 
portrayed by Melanie Donihoo, a Schwander Scholarship 
student in her COM theater debut. (Long-time assi~tant 

theater director Reggie Schwander died this spring, and a 
scholarship was created in his honor) Axel Magee, the 
Ambassador's son, is played by H. Davis Boyd. The rest 
of the cast members are IsaakAbramovitz, Dallas Brannon, 
Ryan Kip Bennett, Robert L. Doss, Kevin Langford, Rick 
Peeples, Wendy Pratt and Aaron Tanzer. 

For the past 24 years, it has been a tradition of the 
COM theater department to have a special Wednesday 
performance the day before opening night at no chaige to 
students, faculty and staff. 

Performances are Thursday through Saturday at 8 p.m. 
and Sunday at 2:30 p.m. For ticket information and reseF 
vations call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, ExL345. 

' . 

Focus is on future 
in Career Library 
By JOSE GALVAN 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Career Library was re
vamped in July with the addition of a new computer sys
tem. A University Transfer Center also was added. Both 
are located upstairs in the COM Student Center 

"I enjoy having a facility for a Career Library and 
University Transfer Center," said counselor Leroy August. 

To help students choose a career or select a univer
sity, the center and library feature the latest software. The 
Guidance Information System-an interactive computer 
program-gives information on five major decision areas: 
two-year colleges, four-year colleges, financial aid, and 
professional or graduate studies programs. 

The GIS also features a career interest tests. The stu
dents take these tests on the computer by answering a se
ries of questions. The computer reacts to answers and 
shows the career that is right for the student.Also, two file 
cabinets full of career synopses are available. 

Videos, job search booklets and pamphlets also are 
available. The career library houses reference books for 
law schools and medical schools as well. 

The University Tomsfer Center consists of file fold
ers of various university and colleges as well as 'file cata
logs on two and four-year colleges in Texas. The center 
also features a 2+2 transfer plan for the University of Hous
ton Clear Lake, UH-Downtown, and central campus and 
the University of North Texas in Denton. The plan out
lines what classes a student needs to take at COM to suc
cessfully transfer to one of these universities. 

The center also has a file of college information on 
historically black colleges and universities. This is a na
tionwide file. 

Free catalogs from universities are also available in 
the transfer center. 

Career Library and Transfer Center hours are from 8 
a.m to 5 p.m. Monday through Frida)' On Tuesday and 
Thursday the center is open until 6:30. No appointments 
are neccesary to use the cente~ but if you want to talk to 
counselors August or Althea Choates, you have to make 
an appointment. The Counseling Center may be reached 
at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 297 

Counselor Leroy August prepares to access the new 
Guidance Information System computerprogram in the 
revamped Career Library and the new University 
Transfer Center located in the Student Center. 

(Photo by Susan Littleton) 
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Weapons prohibited 
on college_,campuses 

· Channel 13 finds Beatles photos at COM 

By NICOLE TORRES 
Features Editor 

Although the concealed handgun law goes into ef
fect Jan. 1, certain restrictions will still remain, even for 
people with a valid concealed handgun license. 

According to literature from the College of the Main
land police team, it is a third degree felony under section 
46.03 of the Texas Penal Code to intentionally, knowingly 
or recklessly bring a firearm on the premises of a public or 
private school or educational institution, or a passenger 
vehicle of such an establishment, without written permis
sion from the institutions or under their written regula
tions. 

"The law has not changed. Carrying a ~non (the 
COM) campus is still prohibited," said Willie Huerta, COM 
police team leader. 

Under state law it also is illegal to carry a firearm on 
the premises where a high school, collegiate or profes
sional sporting event is taking place unless the handgun is 
being used in an event. 

In the December issueoflnterCOM the new concealed 
handgun law will be looked at more closely. 

ByMARCEDOO 
Assistant Editor 

,1: 

Channel 13 newscaster Alan Hemberger came 
to College of the Mainland Nov. 1 to interview Jim 
Higgins, director of Planning and Information, for a 
feature story about the return of the Beatles. 

Hemberger went to the Student Center to ask 
students who are the Beatles and what do you think 
of them? 

"I think it is interesting that 30 years later we 
are asking the same thing of the Beatles," Higgins 
said. 

"We are here because Mr. Higgins has a fabu
lous Beatie photo," H,emberger said. To promote 
Hemberger's feature story, which airs Nov. 19, 
Channel 13 asked people to contact them regarding 
interesting photos of the Beatles. Higgins has two 
photos of himself with Paul McCartney. One photo 
is of Higgins crossing Abbey Road with McCartney, 
and the other is a close-up of Higgins and McCartney. 

Hemberger also visited tht- COM Student Cen
ter to ask students about their knowledge of the 
Beatles. 

Channel 13 newscaster Alan Hembergei; on left, 
interviews COM Director of Planning and Infor
mation Jim Higgins. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

Smokers ask for more protection from the elements 
ByMARCEDOO 
Assistant Editor 

More than 150 concerned College of the Mainland 
smokers signed a petition, which smokers' spokeswoman 
Ann Bohann presented to the COM Senate Oct. 25. The 

petition requests that three existing smoking areas be en
closed for the health and safety of the smokers. 

The petition states: "The smoking areas currently des
ign~d-by the college provide little or no shelter from the 
elements. We as smokers are forced to stand outside in the 
wind, rain, sun and cold. This could provide a substantial 

New COM Associate Theater Director Mark A. Adams rehearses with the cast of Don't Drink the Water. From left 
are COM student Hamilton Davis Boyd, Adams, Don Wiseman and Janice Quinby. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

risk to our health."The petition also details how "the cur
rent smoking areas pose a possible threat to the physical 
safety and well-being of smokers who attend night classes." 
The petition also notes, "The smoking areas are poorly 

See Smokers Page 11 

Arena Theatre presents 
Don't Drink the Water 

By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

Three American tourists burst into theAmerican Etn-
:'.bassy behind the Iron Curtain, just in the nij;k of time to 

escape Krojack, a plainclothes man of the Soviet police, 
who is in hot pursuit of the Hollander famil)( Krojack 
(Kevin Langford) is convinced that the Hollanders.Walter, 
a cat~rer from New Jersey, and his wife and daughter, are 
spies because Walter is taking pictures. 

This is the setting of College of the MainlandArena 
Theatre's delightful, light-hearted comedy Don't Drink the 
Water by Woody Allen, which takes ptace during the Cold 
War in the '60s. The play, directed by Mark A. Adams, the 
new associate theater director at COM, opened Oct. 26 
and runs through Nov. 19. 

Alex Magee (Hamilton Davis Boyd) is left in chruge 
of the embassy during the absence of his father Ambassa
dor James Magee. Alex feels he must prove himself to 
everyone including his father because he is always goof
ing things up. 

See Woody Page 11 
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COM Police Officer Jeanette .(Swindell) Slaughter talks to children about Halloween safety in the COM Develop
ment Lab on Oct. 30. The children from left are Tarra Hughes, Jared Britton, Carla Oliver, Trevor Moseley, Cal 
Caldwell, Hayleigh Gibson and Cassie Wilson. (Photo by Maree Doo) 

Children learn Halloween safety tips 
By NICOLE TORRES 
Features Editor 

It wasn't the Halloween ghosts and goblins that Of
ficer Jeanette (Swindell) Slaughter warned the children 
about in the College of the Mainland Child Development 
Lab, but instead it was the every-day real world dangers. 
Slaughter is a member of the COM Campus Police Team. 

Although Slaughter's discussion with the children 
covered trick-or-treating ~foty, she also spoke with them 
about staying away from slrangers and what to do if they 

got lost or separated from their parents. 
Slaughter offered some Halloween advice to the chil

dren which included, "Stay with the person who loves you." 
She also advised them to have their parents check the candy 
before they ate it. At which point one of the children piped 
up "because there might be poison." 

The children also practiced telling strangers: no.And 
Slaughter gave them instructions for finding their parents 
should they get separated from them. 

Slaughter ended the presentation by giving the chil
dren goody bags filled with lreats. 

COM"'Amigos reach out to community needs 
By SUSAN LITTLETON 
Photography Editor 

The College of the Mainland COM Amigos club spon
sored a canned food drive for the St Vincent de Pall) Soci-
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ety of Texas City during Octobet 

The Amigos accumulated "12 grocery bags of toilet
ries, baby food and baby fonnula, canned food and a new -
pair of shoes," said Michael Ramirez, club faculty adviser 
and Emergency Medical Service professoc 

"Doing the food drive is a way for the club to help 
interface with the community and give to the needy" Other 
donations such as personal hygiene products also were 
encouraged. 

Hiers posted around campus, a drop box located in 
the Student Center snack bar, and word of mouth got the 
message out to students, faculty and staff' to make dona
tions. 

The donations were delivered to the St. Vincent de 
Pa1,1I Church pantry, where they were divided into boxes. 
which will be distributed at Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

Club president Brenda Gonzalez said, "Being able to 
give back to the community is important, and helping those 
that are less fortunate allows me to appreciate and be grate
ful for what I have been given." 

This is the second year that the club has worked'with 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society. Last year the club helped 
two families in need. The Thanksgiving baskets (bags), 
which members delivered, contained canned goods and a 
turkey. • 

"Even though the families are chosen by the societ)( I 
would like to see more volunteers and more families helped 
by the club," Gonzalez said. 

Not only is the club helping the community with the 
holidays, but it also was involved with the Halloween 
Carnival at the Nessler Cenier in Texas City. Funds fr<'.>m 
the carnival go toward a scholarship that is awarded at the 
end of the school yeat 

Unseen power watches 
the unknowing masses 

Skip 
Garwood 

I don't know your name, nor have I ever met you. 
Our paths have never crossed, but I know more about 
you than you know about yourself. 

I know where you work, how much you make, the 
type of clothes you wear, the things you eat, the habits 
you have and what entertainment you enjo)( At any 
time, I may take a picture of you doing any of these 
things. · 

With great accuracy, I understand your personality, 
what the future may hold for you and even if your life 
will be a success. The most frightening thing of all is 
that I can desiroy who you are just by pushing a few 
buttons. 

Who am I? Am I the fictional unknown leadership 
of George Orwell's 1984? 

Could I possibly be someone in the elite powers 
that may really be running this country, someone so 
interwoven into the system that it would make it 
impossible to point a finger at and say, "It was you who 
did this to me." Maybe I am hidden away within the 
government, which now also may be a part of the 
overall system in the siruggle for exsistence in this eveF
shrinking world. 

I live in the present and acquire more power and 
control each day. In the future I will know and control 
just about everything with your blessing. You have 
given me a voice and sent me to distant galaxies to 
speak for you. 

Your name, personal feelings or identity are of no 
use to me.You are but a number to me from birth; they 
call it your social sercurity numbec Without this number 
you can no longer exist within your own society And 
only as a number will I give you work, credit and all the 
pleasure you seek, and at the same time I will remember 
all you have done. 

The government has now woven a scanning strip 
into all bills $20 and larger, making it possible for me to 
count the money you have on you without your knowl
edge. Not to worry, soon you may have no money, but a 
card in its place. This trend has already begun with more 
and more people using djrect deposits and a bank card to 
pay for things they purcQase. This increases my knowl
edge and understanding of your way of life. 

I watch you shop, walk down hallways, see you in 
most buildings and may soon be able to watch you on 
the street as I now can in other counlries. Soon, with 

. visual telephone communication, I will be in your home. 
A camera and transmitter in such a phone will make 
another channel on which I can watch and listen to you 
without your knowledge. 

There are many things you know about me and 
many things you will never know of my powers. Some 
have called me a computer, while others have called me 
"Big Brother." The computer may store my knowledge 
and "Big Brother," if he so desires, may use his codes to 
withdraw the information he seeks about you. Both are 
part of me, but I am neithet 

Some of the older ~eneration dislike me and many 
fear me. The present generation understands me as I 
have been with them since their birth. The next genera
tion will depend on me. 

I have been growing since the beginning of man
kind. I am Technology. Listen to the things I tell you and 
use me wisely. I could be your Alpha or Omega. The 
ctiolce is yours. -



Twentysomethings 
object to media label 

I've had it! I'm tired of media elites labeling the 
young adults of America as members of Generation X. 

It's been said that Generation X-named after 
Douglas Coupland's 1991 novel, Generation X, are all a 
bunch of whiners; slackers who wear their clothes to 
bed; moan about the national debt they inherited; are 
white; and go around asking stupid questions, such as 
"Excuse me Mr. President, do you wear boxers or 
briefs?" 

The fact is, only two generalizations should be 
made about the twentysomethings of the '90s: They are 
Americans, and they are in their 20s. 

Reading headlines such as the Washington Post's 
''The Boring Twenties; Grow Up, Crybabies. You're 
America's Luckiest Generation," or seeing ads that refer 
to twentysomethings as "that cynical, purple-haired blob 
watching TV," upsets me to no end. I am not cynical, nor 
am I a blubbering ignoramus. 

The Baby Boomers believe that because this 
generation has never fought a war or dodged one, we 
have nothing to complain about. This isn't true. Though 
we haven't had to go to war, we do fight battles in our 
own country every day. 

Each generation believes life was more difficult for 
it than for the new geneqition. The fact is, however, that 
each generation that has grown up since the Industrial 
Revolution has grown up in a more technologically 
advanced society. Each generation has felt that the 
members of the previous generation had it easier than 
the current one does. 

We the twentysomethings have to fight virtually, 
every day. If we are not dod$ing gangs, drug pushers, or 
deadly viruses, we are attending school to get into an 
economically sound career, or working a full or part 
time job to pay for our education, all this while some of 
us are even maintaining a family. ' 

Every generation has its faults, but to label the 

youth of the '90s as Generation X is to degrade all 
American citizens. 

We twentysomethings, have strong values, ·strong 
work ethics and strong ambitions. We are no different 
from the children of the past. We are the images of our 
parents, role models and teachers. And what we are; they 
shaped. 
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Nurses volunteer to make a difference 
By RICK GILLIAM 
Staff Reporter 

Nurses make a difference. So it's only fitting that the 
student nurses at College of the Mainland participate in 
National Make a Difference Day. 

On Saturday, Oct 28, nursing students from COM, 
along with their faculty adviser Dianne Fasano, took to 
the streets in a volunteer effort to personally interview some 
of the community's senior citizens in order to ascertain 
their needs and complete a brief follow-up form for the 
Interfaith Care Ministries in League City. 

"This project came up through the Volunteer Center 
and Mary Heartlien in Clear Lake," Fasano said. "She 
thought it would be an ideal situation for student nurses to 
be involved in because of the caring attitude that nurses 
develop." 

The Volunteer Center sponsors a project called Food 
For Seniors; project members deliver a bag of food to se
niors in the community once a month. "They have 90 se
niors involved in this throughout the Dickinson and League 
City area," Fasano said. 

"They (Volunteer Center) needed a group of people 
to follow-up on all these seniors, to go out and to touch 
base with them," Fasano said. "They try to do this on an 
annual basis, but 90 seniors is a lot of people to see and 

they didn't have a lot of people for this project. So they 
thought we could get involved." 

After a short organizational meeting, 20 COM nurs
ing students and three COM facu1ty members,. Arlinda 
Garner, Charlotte Wisnewski and Fasano, set out with 
forms in hand to talk to the senior citizens in the program. 

"They also wanted us to take note of any other kinds 
of needs the senior citizens might have so they could ad
dress that, too," Fasano said. 

These were things like whether or not their front door 
was falling off the hinges and other safety issues, Fasano 
said. "We were to make a note of these things and if it 
could possibly be fixed, then the Volunteer Center would 
fix it" 

The students went out in pairs and visited·and inteF 
viewed the senior citizens for approximately 30 minutes 
at each stop. 'Tm going to continue helping on this volun
teer project and we hope to make this an annual thing for 
our nursing students as well," Fasano said. 

Make a Difference Day reinvigorates the American 
tradition of neighbors helping neighbors. Each October 
more than 500,000 citizens are inspired by US A Weekend 
to do good deeds in hundreds of communities across 
America and around the world. Millions of lives are 
changed for the better each year because of this, and no',I,( 
the COM nursing students are a big part of that. 

Early registration means no crowds, no hassles 
By LOUISE HAMMON 
Staff Reporter 

It's noon, Jan. 4, the second day of spring registra
tion. You've been here since 8:30 a.m. You're tired. You're 
hungry. You have been back and forth to your advisei; to 
the registrar and to different instructors trying to get into 
their classes at the times to fit your schedule. Nothing is 
working and you have few choices left! What are you 
going to do? 

Next time, why not register early? 
College of the Mainland will hold early registration 

for the spring semester Nov. 28 through Dec. I. PTR's may 
be picked up in the Admissions/Records Office of the Ad
ministration Building. The times are Tuesday and Wednes
day, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m; Thursday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m; and Fri
day, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

According to a written communique from COM om
budsman Dr. William T. Spillar, Permits to Register 

(PTR's) may be picked up in the Admissions Office be
ginning Nov. 9. Students may schedule appointments with 
their advisers at any time from then on. 

If you do not know who your adviser is or are unable 
to schedule an appointment with your listed adviser, you 
may schedule an appointment through the Advisement 
Center by calling (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 
496,470, or 215. Dr. Spillar suggests that you have your 
PTR completed and signed by your adviser prior to Nov. 
28. Advisers also will be available the week of early regis-
tration. 1 

Registering early has riiany advantages. First, you will 
have a greater choice of classes. You should be able to get 
the time slots you want and need, and you also may have a 
better chance of getting classes with the specific instruc
tor you want. Best of all, your registration process will be 
over with before semester break, and you will have paid 
your-tuition and will not have to worry about fitting that 
into your holiday budget. 

Tuition and fees have to be paid at the time of early 
registration. If you do not pay, you will be dropped and 
will need to reregister at the regular spring registration. 

For students attending COM with veterans benefits, 
there is an additional advantage. With early registration, 
there should be no break in monthly benefit checks. If VA 

' students choose to wait until regular registration set for 
Jan. 3 and 4, it could take up to two months for paperwork 
to be rcsubmiued and benefits to be reinstated. 

Rebecca Miles, director of Student Financial Services, 
says emergency loans will be available on a limited basis 
for students needing tuition assistance. Information on this 
and other financial assistance programs can be obtained 
from Student Financial Services at (409) 938-1211 or(713) 
280-3991, Ext 274. 

For many people, November is the beginning of the 
holiday season-a hectic, sometimes frustrating, always 
busy time of year. Why not register early and allieviate 
one thing from your busy holiday list? 
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Finley teaches students to doubt political ideology 
By STEPHANIE SPOOR 
Staff Reporter 

Jim Finley is a well-known political science profes
sor at College of the Mainland. He has taught the first and 
second halves of American government at COM since 

Professor Jim Finley reads one of his short stories. 

"bell-bottoms were in." That was the second summer ses
sion in 1971. 

Finley grew up in West Texas and went to school at 
Hardin-Simmons University, Abiline; Mississippi State 
University, Starkville; Washington State University, Pull
man; and Texas A&M University, College Station. He re
ceived his bachelor's degree from Hardin-Simmons and 
his master's degree from Mississippi State. 

Finley has taught government since the fall of 1962. 
He was at five other universities before coming to COM. 

He says the reason he chose to teach government was 
because "one day I, a so-so geology majm; accompanied 
an excellent political science student to a hospital to of
fer blood to an aged professoc" Finley added: "Toward 
the end of the visit the professor said, 'Finle~ go ty my 
office, there's a political science scholarship on my desk; 
it's yours.' So I went on to graduate school and the excel
lent political science student became a hog farmer in 
Muleshoe, Texas." 

Finley teaches through lectures and gives text read
ing assignments. During his lectures students are free to 
ask questions or debate the issues being discussed. 

Finley has many ideas he hopes his students will learn. 

These include: "It's more fun to read a good piece of fic
tion than go to the Mall of the Mainland. Education can 
be unsettling. An idea left unchallenged becomes part of 
the cultural mythology, and as such tak(,S on a sacred qual
ity-whether it's the virgin birth in the Baptist Church or 
capitalism in America. Poverty is too expensive. The hu
man condition is a family thing; no one can be excluded. 

Friendly spirit roams COM campus 
Third floor of the LRC nighttim_e home of broken-hearted ghost 
By SKIP GARWOOD 
Copy Editor 

While searching for the truth about the possibility of 
a creature in College of the Mainland's Lake Eckert, we 
came across a strange ghost story pointed out to InterCOM 
by a fisherman named Leroy Happyday. 

"She's the ghost of COM," Happy day told us. "If you 
don't believe me ask the housekeepers .... They will tell 
you about her and her dog." 

InterCOM interviewed several housekeepers who re
fused to talk about the subject and didn \ want their names 
mentioned in InterCOM. However, one bold woman 
stepped forth to tell all she knows as long as we just refer 
to her as Mrs. X. 

"Yes, I believe that such a spirit walks this campus, 
but in a friendly manner, trying to help those that need 
help," Mrs X said. "I, myself, howevei; am afraid of all 
ghostly things. I don't care how friendly they are." 

She went on to tell us about events that have hap
pened to her, mostly at night, on the third floor of the Learn
ing Resources Center. 

"When you walk the hall next to the tinted glass that 
runs around the library, sometimes a,s you look into the 
glass, you see more than the cold gray ceiling of the li
brary and its many books below," Mrs. X related. "If you 
look real close, you may notice the figure of a little old 
gray-haired lady walking behind you, and if you tum to 
see who it is, no one is there. Sometimes she just seems to 
be standing on the other side of the glass watching you 
pass, and if you look closely to see if someone is standing 
on the landing across from you, she van:ishes as your eyes 
try to adjust to the image in the glass." 

Mrs. X also told InterCOM that if we wanted to find 
out about the history of this ghost, we might want to find 
the lady you see walking around campus usually with her 
hair up in a bun, dressed modestly and older than the avef 

age student. Mrs. X went on to say, "You will know when 
you have found the right woman because once she starts 
explaining something she doesn't know when to stop." 

We ran into such a woman behind the Student Center 
standing next to the lake, feeding the ducks . . 

"You're from InterCOM and I know you're here to 
ask me about the ghost," the elderly lady said. "V.ell, the 
way I heard it, an old sea captain, named Stormy Lewis, 
his wife Barbara and their little brown and white dog, 
Blacky, built a house and tried to farm the land where COM 
now stands. After the crops failed, the captain decided to 
go back to the sea for just one more voyage to make enough 

money to live comfortably on for the rest of their lives. 
So, the captain sailed his ship out of Galveston Bay on 
Sept. 7, 1900, not knowing of the tragedy awaiting him in 
the Gulf. 

"You see, on Sept 8, 1900, the killer hurricane de
stroyed Galveston. The captain's wife refused to accept 
the fact that the captain was lost at sea, and for the last five 
years of her life, every night she would climb up with a 
lantern into the widow's nest on top of their house and 
stare out toward the sea waiting for the captain to return. 

"It is said that because the captain and his wife were 
so much in love, she died of a broken heart and that is why 
her spirit still walks these grounds awaiting his return." • 

As this reporter turned off his tape recorder, turned 
and bent over to retrieve paper and pen from his back
pack, he asked for her name. She answered, "You know 
my name." • 

When I stood up to face he~ she was gone. She had 
just disappeared. 

At that time I didn't believe~ in ghosts but after listen
ing to the tape over and over and hearing only one woman~ 
name, Barbara, two questions came to mind: Was she the 
ghost? Will the captain ever return for her or will the power 
and blindness of love keep her · here forevei; wandering 
the halls of COM? 

The children must be nurtured." 
Along with these lessons he includes ideas such as: 

"To unschool is more difficult than to school. We should 
be honest about our own hypocrisy and forever court hu
mility. The ethical imperative of a student is to sever his 
cultural and intellectual umbilical cords, to evolve toward 
a state of sovereign moral and social being ... politics is 
about power and people are more than just politics." His 
intent is "to create doubt, stir the watei; afflict the com
fortable and comfort the afflicted," so the students may 
learn to do the same. 

Though Finley's ideas and perspective may seem too 
honest or upsetting to some students, he feels comfortable 
teaching his views. "The present administration and the 
COM Board ofTrustees seem committed to academic free
dom," he states. "One should never leave one's conscience 
in the parking lot" 

Along with teaching, Finley has been a creative writer 
for 11 years. One of his stories was nominated for the Push
cart Prize and another anthologized in Best of the West 2. 
He has had close to 30 stories appear in numerous literary 
publications, such as Other Voices, Farmer's Market, Whet
stone, New Texas and Oxford Magazine. 

Finley says he gets his creative story ideas from "that 
most primitive part (in his brain) where childhood voices 
scream for attention and life's early issues linger without 
resolution." 

One can find his short story "Borrowed Time" in 
Hurakan, COM's literary magazine, available in the COM 
bookstore for $3.95. 

Survey results listed 
ByMARCEDOO 
Assistant Editor 

In order to get feedback on how well InterCOM 
is serving the College of the Mainland readership, 
the student newspaper distributed surveys consist
ing of the following questions: "What recent article , 
interested you the most?", "Do you like the People 
Speak Out series and would you like for it to con
tinue?", and "What subjects would you like to see 
addressed in future issues of InterCOM?" 

According to the survey, students enjoyed the 
articles "Other faiths deserve equal religious rights" 
by Nicole Torres and "There's something in Lake 
Eckert" by Skip Garwood, the most. Both stories 
were in the October issue. Other articles students 
found interesting were: ''.Back to basics for Sun 
sports editor" by Louise Hampton and "Jazz Combo 
plans free concert Oct. 17" by Stephanie Spooi; also 
in the October issue. 

The survey also showed an overwhelming de
sire for InterCOM to continue the People Speak Out 
series. InterCOM will continue the series. This 
issue's Speak Out is on Page 12. 

Subjects readers want to see addressed in 
InterCOM vary. Some readers want information on 
indoor smoking areas, others want information on 
grants and loans for college, and still others would 
like to see more articles about various activities at 
COM. Two readers would like to see more bilingual 
information posted around COM. 

We appreciate all responses to the survey and 
plan to conduct another at a later date. If you have 
any additional input, please call Barbara E. Lewis, 
managing editor, or Astrid H. Lowery, InterCOM 
adviser at (409) 938-1311 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 
314. You may also drop by Room L-246 or Suite B 
in the Leaming Resource Centec 
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Adams new associate theater director 
By Jose Galvan 
Starr Reporter 

Mark A. Adams 

When Reggie 
Schwander died in 
Februrary, he left a void in 
College of the Mainland's 
drama department In Sep
tember that void was filled 
by Mark A. Adams. 
Adams comes to COM 
from Lincoln, Neb., where 
he was directorof the Lin
coln Playhouse from July 
1992 through this July. 

So what does Adams think about being at COM? 
"I've been here five weeks and I enjoy being here," 

Adams said at the time of the interview early in October 
He added, "I want to continue the high level of excellence 
and increase the demographics of people coming to the 
theater." He plans to do this by creating as wide a variety 
of productions and a wider number of participants. "I would 
like to increase the enrollment of people in theater and 
maximize the number of volunteers." 

Of the plays Adams has directed, The Boys Next Door, 
Love Letters, and A Midsummer Night's Dream, are the 
most memorable because of "the chemistry between the 
script and the company." Adams also has starred in nu
merous plays including Speed the Plow, Sexual Perversity 
in Chicago and Are You Now or Ever Have Been? Adams 
says his favorite play is You Can't Take it With You be
cause "it's an American classic and provides lots of won
derful roles for actors and it has never been done at COM." 

A~s said he would "get actively involved in fund
raising." He plans to raise money for the theater in a ce-

lebrity auction to be held sometime in the spring. Items to 
be auctioned were once owned by a celebrity or 
autographed by one. He added 100 to 150 items will be on 
the auction block along with donations from local busi
nesses. 

Born and raised in Buffalo, N.Y., Adams had initial 
training in theater at Mountainview Theatre School in 
London (1979 to 1980). From there he moved to Colum
bia College of Film and Television in Los Angeles from 
{1980 ~ 1981). Although he was a screen writer, Adams 
never qrrected any feature films. 

After working as a freelance director in the '80s 
Adams went_ to New York State University in Geneseo 
where he obtained his bachelor's degree in theater and 
English in 1988. He went to the University of Utah in 1990 
to work on his master's degree in fine arts, but he actually 
received his master's in theater and English from the Uni
versity of Buffalo (N.Y.) in 1992. 

This year's theater season was planned by Jack Weston 
and the theater team. . 

The first play of the theater season wasKent ucky Cycle 
//, which closed Oct. 1. 

Woody Allen's Don't Drink ihe Water is now playing 
and runs through Nov. 19; Brian Friel's Dancing at 
Lughnasa runs from Feb. 8 to March 3; Jerome Lawrence 
and Robert Lee's Inherit the Wind runs from April 11 to 
May 5; and the Rogers and Hammerstein musical Carou
sel will be staged at Bayou Theater at the University of 
Houston-Clear Lake from July 25 to Aug. 11. An as-yet
to-be-announced Southwest premier will run from June 6 
to 30. 

For infonnation about auditioning or volunteering for 
a play, Adams can be reached at (4()()) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext 348. 

Michael Ramirez, COM Amigos sponsor, partici
pates in the StudentActivities Board-sponsored 
Multicultural Luncheon in the Student Center 
Oct. 10. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 
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Women addicted to alcohol also may be addicted to prescribed drugs 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS Fonner frrst lady Betty Ford writes of her own expe-
Managing Editor riences with alcohol and prescription drugs in her book ( )5. Do you envy people who can drink or use drugs 

The article "Legalized substance abuse big problem" 
(first part of a three-part series) in the October issue of 
InterCOM stated that little is known about women and 
their abuse of legalized substances, such as prescription 
and over-the-counter medication. 

More is known about alcohol abuse and why some 
have problems with alcohol and others who drink, do not 
If a person takes medication with alcohol, the action of 
one intensifies the action of the othei; and if she has a 
problem with alcohol, she may also have one with medi
cation, or vice versa 

Betty: A Glad Awakening. Part of Ford's problem was she w~thout getting into trouble? 
had been drinking alcohol for years but did not realize, or ( ) 6. ~ve yo~ ever had problems connected with drink-
chose not to, that she was abusing it mg or usmg drugs in the past year? (Physical: hang-

In addition lo dtjnking she was also taking medica- ?ver, fell down; Emotional: mood swings; Behav-
tion prescribed by her physicians for various ailments. In ~oral: missed work or class, DWI {driving while 
her mind, the fact that the pills were prescribed gave her a mtoxicated), fights, etc; Cognitive: memory 
legitimate excuse to take as many as she "needed." And loss;confusion, etc.; Relational: significant other; 
since drinking alcohol on a regular basis was a habit, she parent, etc.) 
didn'tworryaboutconsumingbothatthesametime.Then ( ) 7. Have you ever violated your value system while 
since the pills helped with her pain, she developed th~ drinking or using? 
motto: If one pill helps, then two will make me feel better ( ) 8· Do you ever try to get "extra" drinks at a party 

"One of the reasons I started openly discussing my because_ yo~ did not get e~ough to drink or do you 
own recovery was that I was so flabbeigasted by what I start drmkmg at home m case you won't get 

had learned about the extent of women's duel dependen- enough? 
cies on alcohol and prescription drugs," Ford writes. ( ) 9 · ' ~ you tell yo~self you can stop drinking or us-
"Eighty percent of Americans who are alcoholic-more mg drugs_ any time you _want to, even though you 
likely the ones over 40-are also dependent on one or more keep getting drunk or high when you don't mean 

. . . to? 
prescnpuon drugs. And that combination is explosive." ( )lO. · Have you missed days at work ( or school) because 

When a woman suspects she has a disease, she usu- of drinking or using? 
ally_ seek~ help from a doctor and takes his professional ( )11. Do you have blackouts? (Can't remember what 
a~vice. Frrst, however, she must recognize there is some- you did while drinking or using?) , 
thmg abnonnal within her body. ( ) 12. Have you ever felt your life would be better if you 

The following questionnaire is used with the pennis- did not drink or use drugs? 
sion of the University ofTexas School of Nursing in Hous- Everyone is different in how she reacts to drinking; 
ton. You may assess yourself or someone you know by individual symptoms need lo be evaluated. However; if 
checking the questions that apply. you checked four or more of these questions, it would be a 

( ) 1. Have you ever decided to stop drinking or using a good idea to get more information from a specialist in 
drug for a week or so, but it lasted only a couple chemical dependency or seek help through Alcoholics 
of days? Anonymous (listed in the telephone book) or ·a similar 

( ) 2. Do you wish people would stop nagging you about organization. 
your drinking or using? • Anyone may attend an open AA meeting. It offers an 

( ) 3. Have you ever switched from one kind of drink or op~rtunity to listen to what is being said; then you can 
drug to another in the hope that this would keep decide if the program would be helpful to you. 

you from getting high or drunk? The December issue of InterCOM wi"il list the vari-
( ) 4. Have you had a drink or drug in the morning in ous organizations that offer assistance to women with a 

th~ past year? chemical dependency and offer them the road to recovery. 
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Eighteen
month-old 

Jeanette Che, 
left, and 20-

month-old 
Olivia Rivera 

enjoy their 
morning 

breakfast in 
the COM 

Child 
Development 

Lab. 

College of the Mainland offers a va
riety of classes for students working to
ward a one-year certificate or a two-year 
degree. This photo essay shows students 
in several classes. 

Not only does COM offer an educa
tion, but it also offers the opportunity for 
the students to make new friends at a 
dance, a movie or a comedy show. These 
activities are pajd by student fees, and 
sponsored and oiganizcd by the Students 
Activities Board. 

In addition to credit classes, COM 
also offers Continuing Education classes. 
So if you are retired and have an interest 
in quilting, sculpting, painting, drama. you 
can take classes to fill your leisure hours. 

Text and Photos· 
By 

Susan Littleton 
COM drafting student Ron Redd works on JKreat
ing a wedge lirt layout. 

Diana Coney, seated, Donald F. Daniel Sr. and Christi Elfstrom work on their speeches forvspeeeh class. 

r 

• 

• 

• 

COM student 
Ingrid F. 

Negrini works 
to shape a 

pitcher ror her 
sculpture class 

taught by 
Professor Betty 

Polifk.a. 

Alvin Community College student MelisuVelasco and COM student Joshua Price are dressed as a '20s napper and gangster duo at the 
Halloween masquerade dance, Fright Fest, cosponsored by COM and Galveston College at the Hotel Galvez in Galveston Oct. 28. 

• 

From left, 
Kim Bailey, 

A Jenifer 
Bowen, 
Courtney 
Jackson, 
Rachel 
Aguilera, 
and Renesha 
Atkins study 
their fetal 
pigs for 
Biology 
1408. · 

·, 

' 

COM Professor Larry Smith looks up fro~ lecturing his History 1301 class. 

COM snack bar cashier Lisa Gomez calculates the 
arternoon's balance. 

• 

COM Senior 
Adult Pro
gram member 
Betty 
Hennessy 

w displays the 
assorted 
patchwork 
quilt she has 
been working 
on in the ·· 
Thursday 
morning 
Women's 
Quilting Class. 

• 

-

• 

•• 
. . 

-



Page 8, November 1995, InterCOM 

Sports/Entertainment 

COM volleyball team takes 2nd place at Sports Day 
By RICK GILLIAM 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland, with a second-place finish 
by its volleyball team, did quite well at the recent Gulf 
Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day competition 
hosted by Brazosport College and held at various sites 
throughout Lake Jackson. 

COM was represented by teams and individuals pai:
ticipating in volleyball, softball, tennis, ping pong, flag 
football, 3-on-3 basketball and ·an 8-ball tournament in 
billiards. • 

• While there were no first-place finishers in any event 
from COM, Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs coor
dinator, was still pleased with the participation and clfort. 

"One of the things I think is important about Sports 
Day is the participation," Urick said. "Our students came 
together and built a camaraderie as teams.And to me, that's 
just as important as whether we win or lose." 

The COM volleyball team had to batlle back through 
the loser's bracket to get to the championship game. COM 
opened its competition with a first-round bye (automati
cally placed in the second round) before falling to Tomball 
College in their first actual game to enter the tougher 
bracket. 

COM defeated San Jacinto North,Alvin Community 
and North Harris Community colleges before taking on 
host Brazosport College for the tille. 

"It was a good fight, but we came up just a litlle bit 
short," Urick said, referring to the championship game. 
COM lost to Brazosport 15-12. 

Representing COM on that volleyball team were 
Thang Nguyen, Joey Selesky, Chris Hoot, Roxie Sittig, 
Indy Davis, Sandra Ortega and Queenie Nguyen. 

"They did a great job," Urick said. ''They fought back 
all the way through the loser's bracket to play for the cham
pionship and that was tough." 

The COM flag football team finished in third place 
behind champion San Jacinto North and second place fin
isher Brazosport. Like the volleyball team, they too had to 
battle back in the consolation bracket after dropping their 
first game to North Harris. Following the opening loss, 

College of thtrMainland's volleyball team came in second place at the GCIC competition held Oct. 19 in Lake 
Jackson. Pictured in action during one of the matches are from left, Chris Hoot, Roxie Sittig and Sandra Ortega. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 
COM defeated Houston Community College.Alvin, 
Kingwood and North Harris once again before losing to 
Brazosport in the semifinal round. 

The flag football team consisted ofThurman Thomas, 
Stephen Willis, Lloyd Sowell III, Dira Cortes, Anton 
Mitchell, Kevin Steely, David Gallaway, William Lee, 
Stephanie Timenstein, David Lacey, Carrie Harding, 
Nemiah Wilson, Angel Acosta, Darnell Morris, Voris 
Wilcox, Jerome Scott, Kirby Dickey, Kevin Wilcox, Adrian 
Washington and Miles Monroe. 

In tennis, the women's singles matches were eventu
ally rained out, but COM's Liz Copado managed to win 
two sets of her match before the rains came. In the mens 
singles, COM's Robert Rodriguez won one ofliis two sets. 

Sidney Winn represented COM in the table tennis 
competition, but results of his match were not available. 
Darrel Copeland and Kerrick Gray represented COM in 
the 8-ball tournament, but neither placed, and CO Ms soft-

ball team lost its opening game and was eliminated from 
further competition. 

The 3-on-3 basketball squad, consisting of Ashton 
Jackson, Tige Cornelius, Jerome Bass and Nelson Portei; 
also was eliminated early after dropping its first two games 
of a double-elimination tournament. 

"I'm proud of everyone who participated," Urick said. 
"I think we were very successful and we had someone 
participating in every sport. And for a community college, 
sometimes it's hard to get people to participate. But over-
all, it was a very successful event." 

The spring semester Sports Day will be hosted by 
COM on March 5. Participating schools will include mem
bers of the GCIC! which are Alvin Community College, 
Brazosport College, COM, Galveston College, Houston 
Community College, Lee College in Baytown, North HaF 
ris Community College, San Jacinto College in Pasadena 
and Wharton County Junior College. 

The Living Sea reveals vast marine Iif e Basketball classic 
set for COM gym ByMARCEDOO 

Assistant Editor 

The Houston Museum of Natural Science's newest ad
dition to their IMAX film family is The Living Sea, which 
opened Oct 20 and runs through March 1996. 

The'film shows the world's oceans with their abun
dance of life. The Living Sea is narrated by actress Meryl 
Streep and features music 
by Sting. 

The film describes how 
the world's oceans are really 
one ocean, linked by cur
rents, tides and watercylces. 
And whatever we do to one 
ocean effects all oceans. 

by themselves in a land-locked salt water lake. 
The Living Sea is an informative film that shows the 

need to continue to protect the ocean and all the life in it. 
Unfortunately the film leaves out many creatures impor
tant to the sea, such as killer whales, blue whales and many 
types of sharks. However, the film does have many im
pressive shots of the underwater world with schools of 
other fish, coral and towering sea kelp. 

The Living Sea features 
the islands of Paloa, a strip of 
islands were the natives un
derstand the delicate balance 
between ocean and people. 

The Living Sea takes 
the audience down to see 
creatures that live more than 
3,000 feet below the water's 
surface where there is no Humpback whales are returnii:ig from near extinction. 

Scenes with surfers 
riding impressive waves and 
a Coast Guard Rescue boat 
put the audience right in the 
middle -of the action as only 
IMAX can. The Coast Guard 
has a dummy they use to prac
tice rescue in high seas; some

sunlight. Some creatures are as long.as three football fields, 
and are flourescent to light their own way under water 

The film reports the growing number of humpback 
whales that almost became extinct due to hunting. The 
audience also witnesses a swarm of jellyfish that have lost 
their need to sting and have become farmers growing al
gae within themselves. This happened because they live 

times these seas reach 15 feet above the water 
The Houston Museum of Natural Science is located 

in Hermann Park across from Miller OutdoorTheatre. The 
museum is open Monday through Saturda); 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m.; and Sundays, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.Admission for exhib
its is free to members; $3 for adults; and $2 for chilmen 
under 12. For more information call (713) 639-IMAX. 

By RICK GILLIAM 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland will host the sixth an
nual Galveston County Christmas Classic basket
ball tournament, set for Dec. 14-16 at the COM gym. 

High school basketball teams from Texas City, 
La Marque, Hitchcock, Dickinson, Galveston Ball, 
O'Connell, Heritage Christian Academy in 
Galveston and Houston Wheatley will participate in 
the three-day tournament, which benefits the 
Galveston County Summer Basketball program. 

Tournament Director Cleveland Lane said this 
year's event should be the best one yet 

"We've done everything we can to make this 
the best tournament we can and to highlight the ath
letes of Galveston County," Lane said. "And Larry 
Stanley (COM president) and the people at the col
lege have once again helped out tremendous!)( 

"They have always had an open door to listen 
to us and make their facilities, which by the way are 
the finest in the area, available to us," he added. 

This year's tournament will be televised onTCI 
Cable on a tape-delay basis by Cougars on TV, a 
local televtsion production company. 



Alley shows Importance of Being Earnest 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

Just how important is it to be Earnest?The answer is 
on the Large Stage of the Alley Theatre through Nov. 18. 
The Importance of Being Earnest, directed by Gregory 
Boyd, is hailed as Oscar Wilde's masterpiece. The play is 
set in a tum-of-the-century London home and in the Manor 
House in a county north of London. 

When the play premiered on stage at the St James 
Theatre in London on Feb. 14, 1895, the subtitle wasA 
Trivial Comedy For Serious People. The Victorian Era, 
during which the l)lay was written, cherished being eai:
nest and believed in the values of indus~ thrift, honesty, 
obedience, piety, charity and patriotism. 

Wilde takes a different look at these values as the two 
main characters, Earnest/John Worthing (James Black) and 
Algernon Moncrieff/Earnest (Jeffery Bean) seek a little 
adventure and find themselves caught up in a bit of deceit 
It is quite clear a double standard is used in the name of 
romance. The story of the play unfolds until the two bach
elors are confronted with their untl'.Uthfulness. Howevei; 

· because of an unusual tum of events, love prevails. 

For an enjoyable evening of entertainment, I highly 
recommend this sophisticated romantic corned)' 

The Alley Theatre is located on the comer of Lousiana 
and Texas at615TexasAve. Ticket prices range from $16 
to $42. For more information call (713) 288-8421. 

Algernon Moncrieff (Jack Bean) looks over the 
shoulder of his friend Earnest Worthing (James Black) 
in a scene from Oscar Wilde's The Importance of Being 
Earnest now on the large stage of the Alley Theatre. 
The play runs through No,·. 18 

Lack of funds kills COM intercollegiate sports 
By RICK GILLIAM 
Staff Reporter 

Have you ever wondered why College of the Main
land doesn't participate in intercollegiate sporting events? 
Did you know that it once did? 

In fact, COM was once the home of the Gulf Coast 
Junior College Intercollegiate Conference basketball cham
pions. That's right The COM Comets won consecutive 
conference titles during the 1973-74 and 1974--75 seasons 
under the guidance and direction of head coach Jerry 
Bryant 

Bryant, professor of physical education and director 
of employee wellness at COM, was the most successful 
coach the Comets had. During his first season (1971-72) 
Bryant led the team to a 12-win season, which was one 
more than the total wins of the previous three campaigns. 
During those first three seasons, the Comets compiled an 
11-61 record. 

Sadly, intercollegiate sports would have a short life at 
COM. Following the 1976 campaign, Bryant was told by 
the Board of Trustees there was no more money to fund 
the sports programs and COM has been dark on competi
tive sports since then. 

Now, some 20 years later, Bryant still is bitter about 
the death of intercollegiate sports competition on campus. 

"When I came in and interviewed for the position, 
what I was told at that time was that the Board offrustees 
had mandated the administration to try and upgrade the 
program," Bryant said. "They wanted to become more 
competitive and work toward building a winning program." 

Dr. Fred Taylor was the COM president at that time 

and according to Bryant, Dr. laylor was oppposed to in
tercollegiate competion from the very beginning. "He was 
doing it (going along with the upgrade) only because the 
Board was mandating him to do so. He was very anti-ath
letic and there were some faculty members and employ
ees on campus at that time who were anti-athletic as well. 
It seems they felt it was an elitist activity." 

Even with some dissenters, Bryant did the job he was 
hired to do and guided the Comets to respectabilit)' "We 
had the program built and we were beating Alvin regu
larly," Bryant said. "We won the conference two years in 
a row, and the last year we went 9-17. Vie did not have ~ 

conference that year because some of the other schools 
had already dropped basketball." 

That's when it all 6egan to crumble. "I was told again 
that spring to go ahead and recruit as usual," he explained. 
"I went and recruited kids to come down here; then in the 
middle of the summer, I was told that the funding had not 
been approved and there were no scholarships." 

During that final year, Bryant played the whole sea
son with just eight players. "\\e worked hard that year 
and my proudest moment is when we went toAustin to 
play the University of Texas JV and beat them at the 
buzzer." 

The program was disbanded following that season. 
''Their contention was they couldn't afford it," Bryant said. 
"It was just too expensive." 

There are still some on campus 20 years later who 
agree with that philosophy. Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of 
Instruction and Student Development at COM, is one of 
them. 

"I personally don't support intercollegiate athletics at 
COM," Dean Bass said, "because I do support broader 
kinds of intramurals, such as softball leagues, volleyball 
leagues and basketball leagues for a lot of dilferent people, 
not just a few athletes. 

"I understand that a sports team is good for morale 
and identity, but if you win. If you don't wi~. it's not real 
good for that.And in order to win, like San Jacinto, it takes 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. And we don't choose to 
put that kind of money into that stuff." 

Dean Bass was quick to point out that he doesn\ call 
the shots. "Now, the Board could look into this at any time, 
and the community could say 'we need that,' and I'll go 
after it and do it. But I'd like to do it in a first class wa)L'' 

The dean used Galveston College and its national 
champion baseball team as an example. "I like what 
Galveston College is doing in girl's volleyball," he said. 
"They are getting into some competitive stulf there. I'd 
like some competitive things, perhaps in swimming or 
soccer. That might not be ·such a real expensive thing. 

"Galveston College's baseball team is doing quite 
. well, but they've gotten thousands of dollars, over a mil
lion, from the Moody Foundation. 

"If somebody wants to give us a couple of million 
dollars to have an outstanding intercollegiate sports pro
gram, we'd probably do that." 
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Students learn on 
musical computer 
By STEPHANIE SPOOR 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland music department 
has a tutor some students may not have heard of. 
His name is Power Mac. He's very easy to under
stand and can help with music terminolog~ history, 
composition and all basic music skills. 

COM music Professor Sparky Koerner gives 
seminars called Music on the Mac. "Over the past 
five years or so, there's been more and more interest 
on how you can do music with computers," Koerner 
says. 

To incorporate computers into the music pro
gram at COM, Koerner obtained a Power Mac-a 
Macintosh computer-on which he has installed a 
number of music programs. The Mac is located in 
the Fine Arts Building. The computer is hooked up 
to a synthesizer and two speakers to produce music. 
Students can work on all aspects of music such as 
ear training, learning to read notes on the stalf (lines 
music is written on) and writing music. 

According to Koerner, one of the programs, 
MiBAC Music Lessons, teaches students all basic 
music skills such as reading notes, learning scales 
and how these look on the music staff, among many 
other things. The computer program takes the stu
dent through drills and tests that can be repeated until 
the student understands the concept he is learning. 
Since computers have more patience, this can save 
the teacher from frustration, Koerner explains. 

Speakers hooked up to the computer allow stu
dents to hear notes which can hel_p them with car 
training. The program ranges from beginner's level 
to advanced. 

A common question Koerner has encountered 
is "How can you write music on a computer?" The 
program COM uses is called Music Writer. With 
Music Writer, a student can compose an entire 48 
staff orchestra score. This is an excellent help for 
students enrolled in advanced levels such as Music 
Theory III and IV. Koerner says it is important for 
students to get familiar wjth this software "because 
modem technology is demanding it, and it saves 
them a lot of individual handwriting." He added, "It 
(the handwriting on the music staff) becomes very 
neat." 

Another music writing program used at COM 
is called Songworks. When students play a melody, 
Songworks will harmonize with the melody using 

7hords or vice versa. Students can enter the melody 
notes from either a picture of a piano keyboard, on a 
guitar fretboard, or the keys and mouse on the com
puter. 

Other programs installed on the hard drive of 
the Power Mac include: MiBAC Jazz, which takes 
programmed chord changes and plays them to vari-
ous jazz styles or tempos; Band in a Box, which also 
takes chord changes an'd plays them with whatever 
styles the student wants; and on CD ROM, Jazz 
Multi-Media has solos and videos of historical jazz 
musicians. 

Koerner says the purpose of these programs is 
to "educate students to the fact that they do need to 
learn about computers, even in music nowadays." 
He added "It does take time to learn the ins and outs 
of the programs, but most of it is pretty easy." 

All of these programs are found on the Power 
Mac in the Fine Arts Building. All students, but es
pecially music students, are ·encouraged to use it. 

See Koerner or Joyce Palmer, Performing and 
Visual Arts Program assistant, in the FineArts Build
ing for more information or access to the Power Mac. 
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Campus Life 
• 

Watercolor All-Ways exhibit runs through Nov. 30 

During the Nov. 1 reception for Watercolor All
Ways, Arthur Turner, on left, Laurie Weller, center, 
and Janet Hassinger converse in front of "Veiled 
Dancer," one of the pieces featured in the new ex
hibit in the COM Art Gallery. The exhibit closes Nov. 
30. (Photo by Man:e Doo) 

ByMARCEDOO 
Assistant Editor 

. The College of the Mainland Art Gallery held an 
opening reception for a group exhibit of contemporary 
works Wednesday, Nov. 1, at 1 p.m. Watercolor "All
ways" features 13 artists. 

Most of the paintings are in bright pastel water col
ors; the others use dark gray and red tones. The paint
ings vary considerably between bright cheerful scenes 
to more dark and moody scenes. 

"Clouds over Canyons" by Kenneth Holder; cour
tesy of Conduit Gallery in Dallas Texas, features a three
dimensional water color painting with white clouds and 
tan mountains. The painting is unique, giving the feel
ing of flying over the painted canyons in the picture. 

"Veiled Dancer" by Laurie Weller, courtesy of a 
Denton gallery, features hues of color from red to yel
low to blue. The floor-length painting has strong curv
ing lines, which suggest a dancet 

Artists Arthur Turner and Weller gave a watercolor 
forum after the reception. They discussed their tech
niques, inspiration and some trouble shooting ideas. 

Gallery hours are Monday and Wednesday, 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Tuesday 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. and before all the
ater performances. Woody Allen's Don't Drink the 
Water is now on theArena Theatre stage through Nov. 
19. Show times are Thursday through Saturday 8 p.m. 
and Sunday matinee 2:30 p.m. 

For gallery information call ( 409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, Ext. 354. For theater information, the 
extension is 345. 

Dancing at Lughnasa open auditions set for Nov. 19, 20 
Open auditions for Dancing at Lughnasa will be held 

at the College of the Mainland Arena Theatre Sunday, 
Nov.19, at 1:30 p.m. and Monday, Nov. 20, at 7 p.m. 

Six women and two men are needed for the parts. 
Beth Sanford, former Alley Theatre director, will con

duct the auditions for this Brian Friel pla)' 

COM fees coIDpared to area colleges 
STEPHANIE SPOOR with JOSE GALVAN 
Staff Reporters 

Education Building. 

The perception of most students at the College of the 
Mainland is that some fees are too high. For example, some 
students question why they have to pay $3 each semester 
for an ID card when it just gets punched at the Physical 

There isn't anything to complain about when you com
pare COM's fees with other community colleges'in the 
area. (By the way if you're upset about paying to get your 
card punched.just ask for a new one each semester) 

The accompanying chart illustrates how COM fees 
compare with other colleges. 

College Galveston Alvin Community San Jacinto 
.Fees of the Mainland College College College District 

Facility use $1.50 per hr. $12 $3 per hr. none 

Student service none $10 $16 $7 

Student activity $.50per hr. none none $10 ($1 per hr.+ 10) 

Registration none $10 $15 $15 

Campus $1.50 per hr. none none none 

Parking sticker none none $6 none (additional $1) 

ID $3 none none none 

Technology none $3 $5 $3 

Tuition (in-district) $87.75 - 6 hrs. $50 - 6 hrs. $84 - 6 hrs. $75 - 6 hrs. 

(after 6 hours) ($14 per hr.) ($8 per hr.) ($14 per hr.) ($14 per hr.) 

Tuition (out-of-district) $186-6 hrs. $200 -10 hrs. plus $10 per hr. plus $12 per hr. 

Late registration $10 none none $20 

Schedule change $3 none none $10 

Additional fees for 
special labs and cbmes yes yes yes yes 

-.' 
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Teen suicide rate 
higher since 1980 
ByMARCEDOO 
Assistant Editor 

More and more young adults ages 15 to 24 are taking 
their own lives. The causes of these suicides often are due 
to an accumulation of stress and pressure. Society is un
consciously killing its teen-agers and young adults through 
the pressure to succeed, the pressure to conform to scx;iety s 
demands and the pressure to be self-supporting. · 

Suicide by definition is "the act of killing oneself in
tentionally," according to the Webster's New World Dic
tionary. 

Not only is suicide devastating to the famil); but the 
parents also are left with many unanswered questions ac
cording to "Jerry's Choice: Why Are Our Children Kill-· 
ing Themselves" by Nancy Wartik in the October 1991 
issue of American Health. 

One startling aspect of suicide is that more men suc
ceed in their suicide attempts than women.According to 
the Statistical Abstract of the United States 1994 Edition, 
24, 769 men committed suicide in 1991 compru:ed to6,041 
women who committed suicide in that same year In at
tempting suicide, men often use more lethal methods such 
as guns. Women more often attempt suicide using less le
thal methods such as drugs or slashing their wrists, meth
ods that often are not successful. 

By whatever means teen-agers attempt to kill them
selves, many more are attempting to do so toda); Wartik 
writes. According to the Statistical Abstract 11 percent of 
100,000 teen-agers between the ages of 15 to 19 commit
ted suicide in 1991 as compared to 8.5 percent of 100,000 
teen-agers in 1980. The statics on teen-agers between the 
ages of 15 to 19 are not available prior to 1980. 

According to the studies of Dt Gerald Juhnke, an as
sistant professor in the University of North Carolina gradu
ate school of Education, five teen-agers ages 14 to 15 at
tempt suicide each week. 

What the statistics about suicide do not indicate is the 
suicide attempts that are not reported, according toWartik. 
She writes that suicides are sometimes not reported be
cause the parents are embarrassed or the death is labeled 
accidental. · 

The pressure to succeed is felt by many teen-agers. 
They worry about where to go to college, how to pay for 
it, how to maintain grades and how to fmish in the short
est amount of time. Today's academic and business worlds 
are extremely competitive. Teen-agers continuously worry 
about how to get into the most respected schools, writes 
Ted J. Rakstis in "A life's Death Wish: Suicide on Cam
pus" in the November 1989 issue of the Circle K. 

Adolescents sometimes start planning their college 
educations at a very early age to assure themselves the 
best place in the best schools, Rakstis writes. Facing the 
pressures of going to college can make sfudents "doubt 
their ability" to succeed. · 

Another example of the damaging effects of the pres
sure to succeed is the fact that" ... Ivy Leaguers are more 
likely to take their lives than other university students," 
Wartik reports. 

All of the pressures that teen-agers face to succeed 
contribute to suicide, Rakstis writes. "Ultimate!); suicide 
seems the only way to solve the problem." 

Another factor that contributes to teen-age suicide is 
the pressure to conform to society's guidelines. Society 
restricts a man from being able to show his feelings, ac
cording to Wartik. Society also maps out rigid social stan
dard and forces them on the young. 

Many older adults dismiss problems teen-agers have 
because "often, the problems seem minor to adults--but 
to the kids the problems are major;" writes Sarah-Ellen 
Amster author of "When Death Comes too Soon" in the 

See Teens Page 11 



Teens unable to cope 
with life's pressures 
Continued from Page 10---------

April 1992 issue of News Journal. 
The restrictions placed on teen-agers by society are 

harsh and often make the teen-ager unable to cope with 
life by society's rules. 

All people experience some form of stress through
out their life, and pressure from a variety of factors can 
cause stress. But sometimes the stress a teen-ager experi
ences as a result of society's pressures, can be the hardest 
to deal with. Most teen-agers cannot handle pressure as 
well as adults, because most adults have been through 
more. Most teen-agers face the same problems as adults 
with "work, money, relationships with the opposite sex," 

· writes Marie C. Franklin author of "Winchester Tackles 
Teenage Stress" in the November 1990 Boston Globe. 
Teen-agers are at a stage in life in which they are forced to 
take on more responsibility. They have to work more, worry 
about school, worry about grades and the SAr's, and worry 
about applying for college, Franklin explains. 

The stress of paying bills and an uncertain future are 
two more problems a teen-ager has to face, according to 
Ramesh Menon ''The Silent Scowge" of the April 1992 
issue of India Today. The building up of all of these pres
sures can lead to such enormous stress that it can drive a 
teen-ager over the edge to commit suicide. 

Life is complicated and difficult at any age. Society 
tries to conform teen-agers to a certain mold, and this con
forming can cause extensive stress. Having to deal with 
many problems at a young age may also be too much for 
teen-agers to handle. Unless we do away with societ)( par
ents, peer pressure and life in general nothing can be done 
to stem the rising rate of suicide. Judging by the number 
of deaths, suicide is growing and will continue to grow 
Because of the unrelenting stresses a teen-ager faces, he 
may choose to kill himself in order to stop the pain. 

Smokers sign petition 
asking to enclose areas 
Continued from Page 1----------

lighted, not visible from all directions and infrequently 
patrolled by campus police." 

COM student Bohann, who was nominated by some 
of the concerned smokers to represent them, said, ''V.e are 
not asking for trouble; we just want a three-part enclosure 
from the rain." The proposal suggests that three sides of 
an existing smoking area be enclosed with Plexiglas to 
allow easy visibility inside and outside. 

The proposed locations are the outside second level 
of the mezzanine in the Learning Resources Centei; the 
northeast comer of the Technical Vocational Building and 
the northwest comer of the library outside the LRC. The 
petition also states the concerned smokers would be will
ing to provide the labor to build the shelters if the college 
would be provide the supplies. 

The smokers state they realize that according to the 
original proposal for the 12 designated smoking areas, 
smokers were given the directive to keep their areas clean. 

''There are irresponsible smokers and there are respon
sible smokers," Bohann said. "\\e know that we all need 
to keep our areas clean. We all need to become respon
sible smokers before we can ask for anything more." 

W-Day fot~lasses Nov. 20. 
The .last day to. tl.!oP ~class is Nov. 20. Ym1m~t •·•·•·• 

comple~ a wlthd:rawilfonn obtained from theAqf ( 
missions/Recdids <)trice in the Administra4oh r Building'. .·.·.·.·.· ·.·. ·.·.· 

You are not officially withdrawn from a class 
sim~ly by not attending. . .,· ·.·.· 
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Costume contest winners 

COM and Galveston College cosponsored a masquerade party at the Hotel Galvez Oct. 28. Winners from left 
are COM student Rhonda McCloud, Christmas tree and GC student Cleo Glover, psychotic bunny, first 
place tie; GC assistant baseball coach Charlie Corbell and wife Kathy American Indians, third place; and 
GC students Kyle and Linda Kelle~ Little Red Riding Hood and the Big Bad Wolf, fourth place. 

(Photo by Susan Littleton) 

Woody Allen's comedy runs through Nov. 19 
Continued from Page 1----------

The Hollanders are forced to stay at the embassy un
til they are cleared of being spies, thus allowing them time 
to pursue other interests. - - -

Walter (Don WISeman) decides to teach the embassy's 
Chef (Aaron Tanzer) a few things about cooking, which 
drives the Chef crazy. Marion (Janice Quinby) keeps busy 
by performing domestic duties, which drives everyone 
crazy. Walter's.daughter, Susan (Melanie Elaine Donihoo), 
drives her father crazy because she falls in love with a 
failure: Alex Magee. Added to this comical group is Fa
ther Drobney (Rick Peeples), a priest who has been hiding 
in the embassy for six years and always seems to have a 
new magic trick up his sleeve. 

Four COM students round out the cast. 
Boyd, of Alvin, is a second-year student and theater 

major. He recently played in the Kentucky Cycle fl. 

Donihoo, of Texas City, is making her COM theater debut 
as a Reggie Schwander Scholarship recipient (Long-time 
assistant theater director Reggie Schwander died this spring 

and a scholarship was created in his honor). Langford, of 
La Marque, is a former one-year exchange student to 
Germany who began acting at age 14. Wendy Pratt, who 
plays the Sultan's wife, is here this semester as a foreign 
exchange student from Toronto, Canada. 

Wiseman, of Clear Lake, recreates the role ofWalter 
Hollander, a part he played 25 years ago at the League 
City Rose Theatre. He personifies the worst possible im
age of an American tourist 

Quinby, of San Leon, does a complete about-face from 
the role she portrayed on the COM stage as cold-hearted 
Grandma Kumitz in Lost in Yonkers last spring. It is amaz
ing how one person can believably play such totally dif
ferent roles. She is truly a stat 

The play is hilarious and a must-see for anyone wish
ing to spend two hours laughing. 

Discounts are available for students and senior citi
zens. Performances are Thursdays through Saturdays at 8 
p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. For reservations call (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 345. 

Family gatherings highlight of Thanksgiving 
By LOUISE HAMPTON 
Staff Reporter 

Thanksgiving is a truly uniqueAmerican holiday ob
served the fourth Thursday of Novembec On this day we 
pause to express our gratitude for the bounty and good 
fortune we, as individuals and as a nation, enjo)( We cel
ebrate this holiday with family gatherings, parades, foot
ball games and ~bles groaning under the weight of food 
to tempt any palate. 

According to The Folklore of American Holidays, 
Thanksgiving was first celebrated in the Plymouth Colony 
in 1621, when the Pilgrims who had migrated to Massa
chusetts gave thanks. 

Our modem Thanksgiving celebration is actually a 
combination of several observances including the Harvest 
Home festivals celebrated in many European cultures, the 
Chinese Harvest Moon Festival, the Jewish Feast ofTab
emacles and the Papago American Indian Harvest Feast 
Although these holidays have different origins and tradi
tions, they are all held to give thanks for the F.arth s bounty. 

Local and national p~a~es -~~ a m_ai~S.!,lJ'.. _?_f _ th_<: 
Thanksgiving celebration. Macy's Thanksgiving Day Pa-

rade is one of the most populat Held annually since 1924, 
this parade features huge balloons, bands from all over 
the nation, celebrities, the world famous Radio City Mu
sic Hall Rockettes and the finale with Santa Claus. 

Football is a highlight of this holiday, with traditional 
rivals such as the Uniyersity of Texas and Texas A&M 
University, and Auburn University, Auburn, Ala., and the 
University of Alabama.Tuscaloosa, squaring off. 

Thanksgiving also is a time when families go visit
ing. They gather with each other and friends to celebrate, 
to reminisce and to catch up on happenings since their last 
time together, to watch parades and football, and to eat the 
Thanksgiving meal, another uniquely American tradition. 

"Please pass the turkey!" reverberates around the 
tables on Thanksgiving Day. The turkey, a bird Benjamin 
Franklin once lobbied passionately to be our national sym
bol, seeqis to be the most popular main course although 
some people opt for ham, roast beef, venison, chicken or 
duck. The menu also includes cranberry sauce, stuffing, a 
variety of vegetables, and desserts to include pumpkin pie. 

Americans don't really have one specific way to eel
. e_br3:t~ I!t~gi_vi_ng: ~~.¥ ~~l!lP!Y spe~d !h~~y wit!t f31E-_ 

ily and friends, have a good time and give thanks. 



Page 12, November 1995, InterCOM 
• a 

-

f Students receive tutoring l 

Math tutor Juana Garcia, on left, helps Sherrie Keenei; center, and Alicia King. The math department spon
sors free tutorials for college algebra, trigonometry and precalculus. Tutorials are available at various times 
Monday through Friday in the Math/Science Building. Formore information call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext.606. (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

Apollo 13 touch~ down atCOM Nov.17;-18 
By Jose Galvan 
Starr Reporter 

Apollo 13 will be splashing down at College of the 
Mainland Friday, Nov. 17, and Saturday, Nov. 18, at 7 p.m. 
There is no charge to view this action-packed movie in the 
Learning Resources Center Auditorium, L-131. All com
munity members are invited. 

Tom Hanks plays Jim Lovell, the commander of the 
ill-fated Apollo 13 mission. The crew is played by Kevin 
Bacon (Jack Swigert) and Bill Paxton (Fred Haise). Gary 
Sinise plays Ken Mattingly, originally scheduled on the 
mission but pulled for medical reasons. Mattingly must 
bring home the Apollo 13 crew members safely. His help 
is crucial and of course succeeds, but not without a few 
stumbling blocks.• 

First, there is the problem of getting rid of some ex
cess cargo attached to the space capsule and patching up a 
few things. How this is done you'll have to find out when 
you see the movie. On the ground, family members of the 
AP9llo 13 crew anxiously watch the TV coverage of the 

return. 
Kathleen Quinlin plays Marilyn Lovell, Jim Lovells 

· wife. She and her family watch at home as the dram!l in 
space unfolds. The priest who is with the family during 
the ordeal to ease their pain is played by director Ron 
Howard's father. 

In a race with time and oxygen, mission control must 
come up with a way to save theApollo 13 crew from cer

_tain death. Somewhere between the moon and the Earth, 
the crew is saved in a twelfth-hour elfort by the crew. 

A teary-eyed Mrs. Lovell and family watch with the 
Apollo 13 family members as the crew safely lands. 

Filmed at Houston's Johnson Space Center and Cape 
Canaveral's Kennedy Center, this movie provides authen
ticity to the Apollo 13 drama. The film is enhanced by 
computer magic and deafening sound elfects. 

If you miss this free showing, you can jet over to your 
local video store Nov. 28 to rent the movie, but if you 
wish to avoid the hassle of worrying about late fees and an 
unrewound movie, come to the StudentActivities Board
sponsored free showing of this movie. 

Come run, jog or walk in the Turkey Trot Nov. 18 
College of the Mainland's 19th Annual Texas Tur

key Trot will be held Saturday, Nov. 18, beginning at 8:45 
a.m. Come out and walk, jog or run in the Pre-Thanksgiv
ing event. 

According to the COM fall schedule booklet, four 
events are planned. Entry fees are $9 per child for the 1-4 
mile event and $13 per person for the 1-, 3- and 6-mile 

events. 
_ All entrants who sign up by Nov. 10 and finish the 
event will receive a T-shirt. Turkeys and other prizes will 
be given away in a drawing. 

Participants may enter only one event. 
For more information contact Maryann Urick at ( 4()()) 

938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 418. 

Brown Bag series continues in the Administration Building 
College of the Mainland Women in Support Brown 

Bag Series will present a three-part series on "Helpful 
Parenting Strategies for Children Under Six."The meet
ings will be held in·the Administration Building, Room 
A-148, Nov. 9, 16 and 30 at 12:30 p.m. (during College 
Hour). 

COM counselor Barbara Crews has been in chruge of 
Women in Support since its beginning in the 1980s. The 
lecturers are provided by Galveston County Family SeF 
vices. 

Family Services counselor Janice Heckman has been 
conducting the seminars at COM since fall 1989. 

People Speak Out 
ByMARCEDOO 
Assistant editor 

Much discussion has been devoted to the O.J. 
Simpson double murder trial, and Yolanda Saldivar 
murder trial. Simpson was found not guilty of the 
murders of his ex-wife Nicole Brown Simpson and 
her friend Ronald Goldman. Saldivar was found 
guilty of murderingTejano singer Selena Quintanilla 
Perez. 

lnterCOM asked students: In view of the OJ. 
Simpson and Selena trials, do you think the media is 
sensationalizing the justice system making a fair trial 
impossible? 

Kimberly Grantham; 
"Yes, I agree they are 
sensationalizing the 
trial. I'm not sure 
whether or not that is 
making the trial unfair 
although I would not 
like to have sit on 
either trial. They are 
becoming centered on 
race instead of the 
evidence." 

Vanessa Gorton: "Yes, 
I think O.J. would have 
been found guilty if the 
trial would not have 
been televised." 

Derek Warren: "Yeah, 
pretty much, but at 
least in the Selena trial 
cameras are not in the 
courtroom. I didn't 
need to know all that 
about O.J., and I didn't 
have tQ analyze Marcia 
Clark's hair." 

Cedric Kimblet'I 
think the media should 
not be in court, 
although I believe O.J. 
got a fair trial, even 
with the media in the 
courtroom. In the 

' Selena trial the media is 
not in the courtroom, so 
I think that Saldivar 
will get a fair trial." 

Landon Roberts: "No, 
the media had nothing 
to do with the trial 
itself. The jury did not 
see all of the media 
evidence that we saw." 

Eric Williby: "Yes, I 
was interested in the 
beginning, but there 
was too much media 
coverage. The media 

· got a hold of the Mark 
Furhman tapes and 
made things look 
differently than what 
they really were." 
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TIPA Award-winner 

A•STUDENT•PUBLICATION•AT•COLLEGE•OF•THE•MAINLAND 

Chuck Buddenhagen with his Tuesday and Thursday evening Historical Geology class and the Dr. Don Bass 
Galveston Bay Regional Shell and Geological Collection (Photo by Susan Littleton) 

Shell collection dedicated to Dr. Bass 
By LOUISE HAMPTON 
Staff Reporter 

Fossils. Sand. Worms. Coral. Snails. Granite. Bar
nacles. A bird feather. What do these things have in 
common? They all can be found, along with many other 
types of marine and geological specimens, in the 
Galveston Bay and in the Dr. Don Bass Galveston Bay 
Regional Shell and Geologic Collections. 

A representative collection was presented at the 
Nov. 28 Board of Trustees meeting to Dt Donald G. 

Bass, dean of Instruction and Student Development, by 
Chuck Buddenhagen, program director for Continuing 
Education and Community Services 

The pamphlet that accompanies each teaching col
lection describes Dr. Bass as a person who reflects his 
love. for the Galveston Bay by displaying his passion for 
the environmenl. He is actively involved with the 
Galveston Bay Foundation as a trustee and chairman of 
the education committee, as well as with the Galveston 
Bay National Estuary as vice-chairman and with the 
Armand Bayou Nature Center as a membec 

. See Buddenhagen Page 11 

Math big issu~ at Deans Forum 
By RICK GILLIAM 
Staff Reporter 

Concerns ranging from the lack of tutors for evening 
algebra students to fixing the electronic sign in front of 
the school and even the age-old topic of smoking on cam
pus were discussed at the Deans Forum held at the Col
lege of the Mainland Nov. 16. 

The forum was hosted by the StudentActivities Board. 
SAB sponsor Maryann Urick introduced Dr Donald G. 
Bass, dean of Instruction and Student Development and 
Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of College and Financial SeF
vices. Both deans were on hand to address the various con
cerns of students attending COM. 

More than 25 students turned out for this forum and 
Dean Pope said he was pleased with the attendance. 

"It's (turnout) more than normal and it was good com
munication and we got some good ideas," Dean Pope said. 
"This is a way for the students to have a sounding board 
and we'll try to bring back an answer or at least a solution 

the next time." 
COM student Cindy Acosta was the first to address 

the forum and spoke of her own personal horror story with 
math. "My complaint is college algebra," she said. "I was 
told last year that the failure rate for college algebra was 
in the high 70 percent range, and I have worked on basic 
math, basic algebra and worked my way up to college al
gebra and I'm thrilled that I'm here. 

"But there is a big problem in the lab during the 
evening because there are no tutors available. Howevei; 
there is a schedule to have tutors tluring the da)('' 

Acosta explained that she attends evening classes be
cause she is a working mother and the evening is the only 
time available to her for school. She also said lack of tu
tors wasn't the only problem she is facing. 

"It just so happens that this year I got a teacher that 
doesn't speak the English language very well," she said. 

. "I'm not saying that I'm prejudiced because I'm Hispanic 

See·smoking Page 11 

Smokers no-show; 
petition dropped 
By LOUISE HAMPTON 
Staff Reporter 

The issue of enclosed smoking areas at College of the 
Mainland quickly became a non-issue when no student 
smokers attended the COM Board of Trustees meeting 
Nov. 28. The smoking petition was one of the agenda items 
for the meeting. 

Other agenda items included a presentation to Dr 
Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student Devel
opment, by the students of Chuck Buddenhagens histori
cal geology class, and a discussion to consid~r amending 
the guidelines for tax abatements. 

The smoking petition, presented to the COM Senate 
Oct. 25, called for three existing smoking areas to be en
closed for the health and safcny of the smQkers. The peti
tion also stated smokers wotJld be willing to build the struc
tures if the college would provide the supplies. 

The Board voted not to spend any money to improve 
smoking facilities, adding that volunteer labor could not 
be used due to insurance restraints. Board President Jimmy 
M. Jones indicated concern about smokers who still don t 
use the designated smok
ing areas and allow ciga
rette butts to accumulate 
on the ground. Other 
Board members echoed 
this concern about smok
ers' lax smoking habits. 

Dr. Bass was pre
sented with the first Dr. 
Don Bass Galveston Bay 
Regional Shell and Geo
logic Collection put to
gether by Buddenhagen, 
program director for Con- Dr. Don G. Bass 

See Board Page 11 

Foster ch~ldren 's party 
to fulfill wishes Dec. 12 
By STEPHANIE SPOOR 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Govern
ment and-other student organizations wm sponsor 
the Third Annual Christmas Wish Party for Foster 
Children of Galveston County on Tuesday, Dec. 12, 
from 6:30-to 9:30 p.m. The :party will be held in the 
Shldent Center- All sponsors, foster children and their 
parents are invited, 

Stephanie Brown, coordinator of the Christmas 
Wish Patty, started the program for foster childx'en 
living-in the Galveston County area three years ago 
when she was president of the former Studel}tAdvi
sory Council, now reorganized as the Student Gov
ernment. 

The party has-been successful in the past with a 
high sponsor turnout, Brown said. "This year over 

See COM Page 11 
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Patia Darras, left, and her sister Jackie Darras, both from Galveston, display some of their crafts at the recent 
PTKArts and Crafts Show held in the COM gym No" 4. Francis Stone, farright, looks at displays. 

(Photo by Susan Littleton) 

PTK hosts fund-raising arts, crafts fair 
By SUSAN LITTLE10N 
Photography Editor 

For the third consecutive semester at College of the 
Mainland, the Phi Theta Kappa Sigma Delta Chapter has 
organized an arts and crafts fair with the help of local ven
dors in order to raise money for scholarships. 

Thirty-five booths were assembled in the COM gym 
Nov. 4. With the $20 cost for each vendor to set up a booth, 
and with the food and drink donations from Texas City 
grocery stores and fast-food franchises, PTK raised $850 
toward the scholarship fund, said Ramona Mason, PTK 
Arts and Crafts Fair chairwoman. 

The donations were made by the Texas City Kroger 
Food Store,Albertson's Food and Drug Store, H-E-B Pan
try Foods Store, Food King, Whatabwger, Sonic Drive- . 
In and El Nopalito No. 2. Schlag's Texas Treat of La 
Marque also donated. 

Mason and the booth vendors agreed that because of 
inclement weather, sales where low. 

Money for the PTK scholarship fund is raised not only 
by the arts and crafts fair, but also through fund-raising 
activities such as the sale of raflle tickets and the Duck for 
a Day spring contest (An instructor dresses-up as COM!; 
duck mascot). 

The money raised is used to award scholarships to 
active PTK members and local high school graduating 
seniors. The scholarships may be used at the college or 
university of their choice. A monetary award also is given 
to a COM-district community member for outstanding se .. 
vices, said PTK faculty adviser Kathye Beigin. 

To be a PTK member a student must be enrolled in a 
minimum of three credit hours or have earned 12 hours 
toward a degree and must have a 3.6 GB\. If these re
quirements are met, a letter from PTK is sent to the ini
tiate at the beginning of the semestei; Bergin said. 

COM participates in 
World AIDS Day 
By JOSE GALVAN 
Staff Reporter 

Gallery director Richard Lizza. Theater director 
Reggie Schwander. Queen's lead singer Freddie Mercury. 
No, they aren't members of some cult. They are victims of 
AIDS, the black plague of the '80s and '90s. 

World AIDS Day-Dec. I-was a Day Without Art 
set aside to remember the people who have died of AIDS 
and people who are living with AIDS or the HIV virus. 
National AIDS Day is a nationwide observance with 
candlelight vigils and the reading of the names of people 
who have died of AIDS. 

Locally a candelight observance was held in front of the 
County Courthouse in Galveston at sundown Dec. I .AIDS 
Day was observed at College of the Mainland No" 30. 

Lizza was College of the Mainland Art Gallery direc
tor from February 1989 until September 1993 and died in 
the summer of 1994. Schwander was COM associate the
ater director from September 1978 until he died in Febru
ary of this year. 

All the paintings in the COM Art Gallery were 
shrouded with a black cloth in observance of the da)( 

All that remained exposed in the gallery were the bare 
white walls and the poems tacked to them. The poems are 
from the book, How Can You Write a Poem When You' re 
Dying of AIDS?, an anthology of poems edited by John 
Harold. The first poem to the left of the gallery entrance 
was Gorden Thomas-Purdy's, "The Dreaming." It was in 
part a tribute to Mercury who died in November 1991.Tho
mas-Purdy's other poem, "The Sensual World," hung to the 
right of the entrance. Most of the poems olfered a poignant 
tribute to people who have died of AIDS. Moving through 
the gallery, Cherry Smith's, "Black Leather Jacket," was 
the next poem. Among the other poems were John Yates' 
"4U,".Stuart Lee Groom's "By Candlelight," Keith Parke's 
"Outside Looking In," M.V. Lively's "Icarus," BJ.Allen's 
"Time For ... " and R.N. Taber's "Ordinary People." 

Pamphlets and information on other AIDS Day ac
tivities were available on a table outside the gallery door 

Donations of toys, books, toiletries, art supplies, adult 
clothing and non-perishable foods were collected for theA.IDS 
Coalition of Coastal Texas Inc. To make a contribution, the 
coalition can be contacted at (409) 763-AIDS (2347). 
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Christmas means excitement to some people and 
sadness to others. For many people Christmas means 
commercialism and, of course, children see Christmas as 
the day to receive gifts from Santa Claus. 

Christians celebrate Christmas by giving gifts 
following the example of God who gave his only 
begotten son, Jesus Christ, as a gift to mankind. • 

For my family Christmas also is a time for giving 
and not just to family members. I especially remember 
one Christmas Day, probably our oldest daughter 
Elizabeth's first Christmas. · 

Our family was enjoying a festive meal when 
suddenly there came a knock at the dooc We were 
surprised to see two strangers, a woman and her hus
band. We invited them in and uporl-learnitig''thiy-hal:J ·not 

eaten asked them to join us. 
The couple had just moved into a house down the 

street, and the husband was not well. They had no car or 
money for bus fare to go to Joh_n Sealy Hospital in 
Galveston. We felt that maybe the Lord had directed 
them to our house; after all, we were truly blessed 
because. we owned a car and had plenty of food from our 
vegetable garden. 

After we had finished our meal, Billy, my husband, 
offered to take the couple from Alta Loma (now Santa 
Fe) to Galveston. We left Elizabeth with my in-laws so I 

,could ride with my husband and the couple. Driving to 
the hospital, the man kept falling asleep, but every once 
in awhile he rallied to join in the conversation. 

"That's my husband's problem," the woman 
expla1ned. "He just can't seem to stay awake." 

We spent the next eight hours sitting in the hospital, 
yet never found out exactly what was wrong with the 
man. And though we never saw the couple again, we felt 
we had experienced the true -spirit of Christmas: It is 
more blessed to give than to receive. Perhaps the 
innkeeper in Bethlehem, who offered his stable to Mary 

;and Joseph, had tJ:lat ~me f~ling, :-,wl;lyQ ,!1e saw: th~ paby 
JeSl.lS\ .............. ., • " .... " .... ".,... . ... ~· '"'~'· - . ,-~--- *, 



Early detection can 
halt spread of STDs 
By SUSAN LITTLETON 
Photography Editor 

In an office of the Galveston County Health De
partment, a counselor and a client have a session 
about the client's sexual liaisons. 

"Have you ever been tested for HIV (human 
immunodeficiency virus)?" the counselor asks. 

"Oh yeah man, I've been positive for five years," 
the client replies. 

"Do you tell people that you're HIV positive 
before you have sex with them?" the counselor asks. 

"No," the client answers. 
The counselor picks up a handful of condoms 

and hands them to the client and says, "If I supply 
you with these, all you want, whenever you want, 

• would you wear them?" 
"No," the client answers. 
"Why?" the counselor asks. 
"It's their damn problem!" 
Jim Hilton told this story at the beginning of a 

seminar on sexually transmitted diseases that he gave 
at College of the Mainland. Hilton, director of the 
sexually transmitted diseases/HIV section of the 
Galveston County Health Department, gave the lec
ture in the Learning Resources Center Auditorium 
Oct 26. He focused on AIDS and other diseases that 
can and will affect sexually active people. 

Hilton stressed that every word of the conver 
sation he held with his client was true. 

Hilton also related that a few days after he had 
had the conversation, he saw his client with a young 
woman at a club. Hilton was there handing out 
condoms tocustomers, and though he wanted to tell 
the woman of the potential danger she was in, he 
could not. 

"Because of the law of confidentiality that I must 
abide by," Hilton explained, "I am prevented from 
telling the partner of a client that he or she is in
fected with the HIV virus." 

According to the Texas Department of Health, 
as of Sept I, the Texas Legislature passed a bill that 
allows the "health department to notify the sex or 
needle-sharing partners of an HIV-infected person 
(without revealing the identity of the person) even 
if that person does not consent to the notification." 

The bill allows health care providers (physi
cians) to inform health department notification pro
grams ( Hilton's section at the GCHD) of possible 
HIV transmission to sex or needle-sharing partners. 
For the sake of confidentiality, the TDH strongly 
recommends that physicians not attempt to notify 
partners, but have clinical staff members notify the 
partners based on information obtained from the phy
sician and the HIV-infected person. 

To ensure patient-client confidentialit:14 physi
cians should allow the clinical staff" to interview a 
client about his or her partners. 

Before the Sept 1, enactment, "even though we 
(the clinic) knew that you were HIV positive, we 
could not tell you without the consent of the partner 
who named you as their sex partne~" Hilton said. 

Of the 20 to 30 people at the semin~ a mem
ber of the audience asked, "Is there no way to tell 
the partner that their spouse has AIDS?" 

Hilton replied, "No, because of patient-client 
confidentiality." 

In addition to the HIV virus and the laws that 
surround the patient-client confidentiality, Hilton 
also lectured on other STDs such as syphilis, gonor
rhea and chlamydia. 

While showing graphic photos of what the dis
eases look like Hilton stated, 'Though these diseases 
look and may f~l uncomfortable for the client, if 
diagnoses are made early, the STDs can be treated 
and the spread of the disease can be c6ntained." 
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'Home for Christmas ... only in-my dreams' 
.·.; .. 

Louise --· 
Hampton 

"I'll be home for Christmas· ... You can plan on 
me." These words from a popular Christmas song by 
Walter Kent and Kim Gannon written in 1943 echo the 
sentiments of many Americans this time of yeat 
Thousands of people pack their bags, box up all those 
presents and head to the airports, train depots, bus 
stations and highways to begin the odyssey home. 

"Please have snow and mistletoe ... and presents 
on the tree." When they arrive, they are greeted by the 
sights and sounds of the holiday season. The Christmas 
tree is up and decorated, and the lights shining through 
the windows serve as a beacon in the night guiding the 
weary, but happy travelers home. The air is heavy with 
aromas so fami-liar to us - gingerbread, Christmas 
cookies, spiced cider and cinnamon. The mistletoe is 
above the door, just waiting for someone to catch the 
unsuspecting and give him or her a holiday kiss. The 
stockings are hung, and the presents are wrapped and 
ready to come out of hiding places we think are secret. 

"Christmas Eve will find me ... where the love 
li~ht gleams." It is an American tradition to go home to 
the ones we love for the holidays. No matter if we're of 
to the slopes for skiing, to the Bahamas for the warm 
sun, or to Disney World, we try to take time to stop off 

at Grandma's or our parents'. 
"I'll be home for Christmas ... if only in my 

dreams." Although these words were first written to 
express the sentiments of our soldiers and sailors during 

• World War II, they are as meaningful today as they were 
then. Many people have to celebrate th_is all important 
family holiday alone with no frie.nds or relatives around. 

A soldier stands his lonely vigil, thinking warmly of 
home while guarding his cold post on the Demilitarized 
Zone in Korea. A sailor reads a letter from home, one 
more time, in the privacy of her bunkspace before she 
joins the rest of the crew on the Mess Deck for a brief 
celebration. All around the world and the nation, 
military personnel, policemen, firemen, doctors aod 
nurses, and others in helping professions spend lonely 
holidays on call to take care of the problems some of us 
may encounter during the holidays. 

Then there are the multitudes who cannot go home 
or have nowhere to go and no one to go home to. The 
homeless. People who are estranged from their families. 
People who simply have no one in their lives. People 
who have no money. Yet, Christmas still is in their hearts 
and memories. 

"I'll be home for Christmas" does not necessarily 
involve a physical trip. It doesn't matter whether one 
travels the highways and airways or takes a stroll down 
Memory Lane to go home for the holidays. It doesn t 
matter if we are alone or with someone. What matters 
are the feelings of peace, joy and goodwill that surround 
us as we celebrate. What matters is that it is Christmas. 
What really matters is that Christmas is in our.hearts. 

Reader appalled by graffiti on tables by LRC 
Dear Editor, 

I'm really ashamed of all the drawings and dirty 
remarks on the tables that are outside of the Learning 
Resources Center. I can't believe that the immature 
students don't have anything else better to do besides 
drawing on the table. It is absolutely ridiculous. 

I guess students don't realize that the tables will 

soon be taken away because of this. The tables are a 
pleasure to sit down at, study, talk and relax. If students 
want to draw they should join an art class, or they could 
purchase cheap pens and paper to draw on. 

One last ~ing, please respect the property at COM. 
Sincerely, 
COM student Kathy Pollard 

InterCOM will publish only verifiable letters 
Dear Readers, 

Letters to the Editor must be accompanied by both a 
name and current telephone number in order for the 
InterCOM staff to verify the authenticity of both the 
letter and the authoc Phone numbers will not be pub
lished in the paper, and the aqthor's name will be 
withheld upon regues,t.. , , • . , ,·. , .. •.• .• , ·, , , ; 

Letters to the Editor may be mailed to InterCOM at 
1200Amburn Road, Texas City 77591, or you may take 
your letters to Suite B in the Learning Resources Centei; 
addressed to: Barbara E. Lewis, InterCOM editor; or 
Astrid H. Lowery,'"lnterCOM advisee 

Lowery may be contacted at (409) 938-12ll or 
, (71~) 280-~9~!. .. fu.t. 3_14. _ 
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COM studen~ Ingrid N~ini, cente.; and Abigail R~ow, right, access the Internet with Netscape on the 
computers while Innovations team leader Phyllis Thibodeaux (top left corner) assists another student in the 
Innovations lab. (Photo by Maree Doo) 

Surf 'the net' in Tech·-Voe Innovations lab 
Have you ever wanted to surf the net or maybe 

take a trip down the information superhighway? Now 
is your chance to do so. Netscape software is available 
in the College of the Mainland Innovations lab in the 
Technical/\bcational Building and offers access to the 
Internet Electronic mail, or E-mail, is a means of send
ing letters on the Internet but isn't allowed in Innova
tions. There are no rules against researching a topic, 

but pulling up explicit material is not allowed. 
Netscape offers endless topics. If you're not fa. 

miliar with the software, there are several comprehen
sive helpers: a handbook, a directo~ a list of news 
groups, and a guide to what's cool and what's new. 

Innovations hours are Mondays: 7:30 a.m-8:30 
p.m.; Tuesdays through Thursdays 7:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m; 
Fridays 8 a.m.-2 p.m.; and Saturdays 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Local help available for ad-dictions 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

Editor's Note: This is the final part of a three-part series 
about women with dual addictions to alcohol and p,e
scription medicines. 

The article "Women addicted to alcohol also may be 
ad~ict~ to pr~scribed drugs" (second part of a three-part 
senes) m the November issue oflnterCOM featured a ques
ti~nnaire to assess a possible problem any person, but spe
cdi_c~ly a woman, might have with alcohol and/or pre
scnptJOn drugs. 

The 12 questions suggested possible signs of a prob
lem with alcohol or drugs, to include taking extra drinks 
before and after a party, drinking and taking medication, 
or missing school or work. Chemical dependency litera
ture inidicates that anyone who drinks excessively or in
creases medication without his doctor's approval may not 
be able stop drinking or using drugs on his own. 

Alcohol and drug addiction are chronic, progressive 
diseases which can lead to death, according to the Texas 
Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse. Therefore, it is 
important to seek help.Alcoholics Anonymous or similar 
organizations offer information and help to anyone with a 
problem, or a friend or family member with a problem. 
Anyone may attend an open AA meeting. 

Former first lady Betty Ford reveals her dual addic
tion to alcohol and prescription medicine in her book, 
Betty: A Glad Awakening. She writes of being confronted 
by her family about her addictions, her denial and later 
her acceptance of her problems, and the fact that she sought 
help at a treatment centec r-~ ,.,.,.,_..,.,.,'1 ·, . •. ,' . , 

Chemically dependent people cannot fight addictions 
alone, plus an addiction affects the entire family, not just 

. the individual. Thus it is important for family members to 
attend meetings in order to work out family problems. 

Ford wanted to help others with addictions, so with 
the help of two other recovering alcoholics, Dr Joe Cruse 
and Leon Firestone, she opened the Betty Ford Center on 
Oct. 3, 1982, in California. The center is open to anyone 
who feels he needs help. 

Closer to home, two of the facilities available are in 
Texas City and in San Leon. TheAlcohol & Drug Abuse 
Women's Center in Texas City may be reached by calling 
( 409) 945-0609; the Omega-Alpha House in San Leon may 
be reached at (713) 339-3348. Neither facility has a medi
cal staff and both operate strictly on donations. 

The ADA Women's Center was established in 1987 
and the Omega-Alpha House in 1992. Both places pro
vide women with a program based on the 12 steps ofAl
coholics Anonymous. Also, both places require a woman 
who has an addiction to call or make an appointment for 
herself to be admitted. 

The AD A Center requires a woman to be a resident of 
Galveston County and offers a 28-day program.The 
Omega-Alpha House offers a 28 to 90 day program for 
women from all surrounding counties. • 

Information on addictions can also be found in books. 
In addition to Ford's book.The Recovery Book by Al 
Mooney, M.D., a retired medical director of the Betty Ford 
Center, explains addictions and the steps necessary to r~ 
cover. 

For help or information call the 24-hour action helpline 
ioL Aloohoues,Anon:Sttnous:: l •800~34-04 2(t · • -• ,, .. · 

Heart disease in USA 
leading cause of death 
By·BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

The heart is usually remembered on Valentine's Day, 
but it should also be remembered all year long for it is the 
heart that keeps life flowing through the body. Everyone 
should take steps to protect his heart from the No.I kill
ers: heart disease and strokes because these killers do not 
respect age, sex or race. 

Forty-two percent of more than 2 millionAmericans 
died of heart-related illnesses in 1993, according to statis
tics published by the American HeartAssociation. 

The association has conducted extensive research to 
find ways of preventing heart disease and strokes, yet 
nearly 59 million Americans still have some form of car
diovascular disease or CVD. Research has shown that not 
smoking, avoiding stress, exercising and eating healthy 
foods can prevent heart attacks and strokes. 

Coronary heart disease can be anything from congeni
tal heart defects (present at birth) to high blood pressure 
(140/90 and up) or atherosclerosis (buildup of fatty layers 
in the artery wall). High blood pressure often is referred to 
as the silent killer because most people aren't aware that 
their blood pressure is elevated. This also is true for any 
type of heart problem. People may think tl)ey are just out 

, of shape when they may have a serious heart condition. 
When serum cholesterol is mixed with other sub

stances in the body, it forms plaque in the arteries (fatty 
deposits) which can lead to artherosclerosis - coronary 
artery disease or CAD. A person's cholesterol should be 
below 200. Borderline high is 200 to 239; anything over 
that is considered high. Most Americans have a choles
terol level of more than 200, according to an American 
Heart Association brochure on cholesterol. 

In 1993 two out of every five Texans died from a heart
related disease or a stroke, according to the Texas Depart
ment of Health. Seventy-eight percent of the adultTexas 
population has at least one or more of the major risk fac
tors for cardiovascular disease. These risk factors include, 
high blood pressure, high cholesterol, diabetes, obesit)( 
inactivity and tobacco use. 

My husband, Billy, had his first heart bypass swgery 
in 1993 because of artherosclerosis. At that time he had 
just turned 53. The doctors said Billy would be OK and in 
2 1/2 months Billy was back at work . 

Seven months after his swgery Billy developed flu
like symptoms, which turned out to be a lung problem. 
While the doctors were trying to decide what to do about 
his lungs, they found out his arteries were once again 
blocked. But because of the problems with his lungs, Billy 
could not undergo swgery at that time. 

Billy suffered for 14 months with angina attacks, short
ness of breath and limited mobility. .He also endured the 
sheer panic of knowing he could have a massive heart at
tack at any moment, yet because his lungs were not clear 
enough, surgery had to wait. In addition, Billy was warned 
that surgery would be extremely risky for him. He had 
only a 20 gercent chance of making it, yet the doctors said 
that surgery was the only answer because he was only get
ting about 7 percent blood flow to his heart.And, of course, 
the doctors also worried about Billy having a massive heart 
attack. Finally, however, he was able to have the second 
surgery. 

After Billy had his second swgery, I spoke to his car
diologist, Dr. Sina Matin, one of his cardiothoracic Sllf 

• geons at the University of Texas Medical Branch at 
Galveston. I wanted to know why Billy had needed sur
gery again after just seven months. Dr Matin asked if Billy 
smoked and I told him Billy had quit 26 years ago. 

"The highest risk factor in having CVD is smoking," 
Dr. Matin said. "It (the risk) may be lower when a person 
stops smoking, but the injury has already occurred. That's 
why it is better never to have started." 

See Smoking Page•Si 



Smoking increases
risk of heart attack 
Continued from Page 4 

In his book Prevent Your Heart Attack, Dr. Norman 
M. Kaplan write~ that perhaps the single most preventable 
cause of cardiovascular disease is smoking. This was al
ready known in 1938 when researcher Dr Raymond Pearl 
first reported that cigarette smokers have a tendency to 
die earlier than nonsmokers. 

Because a cigarette has 4,000 components, it is not 
possible to determine which of the components are respon
sible for causing CVD. Howevei; it is believed that the 
combined effects of nicotine and carbon monoxide are 
responsible. If a person has any type of coronary disease, 
then the smallest amount of carbon monoxide inhaled from 
other people's cigarettes in a nonventilated area may bring 
on an angina attack, which can lead to a heart attack. 

In Stress, Diet & Your Heart, Dr. Dean Ornish points 
out that stress causes a coronary spasm. When stress is 
bottled up it can be dangerous because it can lead to such 
spasms. Thus it is important to avoid stress. (Dr Matin 
told Billy almost the same thing) Dr Ornish writes people 
need to relax by meditating or exercising, which has long 
been promoted as important in preventing heart disease. 

In recent years Americans have tried to become more 
health conscious. They monitor the food they buy by read
ing the labels, making sure they are selecting heart-smart 
and healthy foods, low in fat and salt. Howevei; many 
people still patronize fast-food chains to buy fully loaded 
pizzas, big juicy bambmgers, crispy fried chicken, large 
orders of fries and thick chocolate shakes. 

Earlier this year The Houston Post carried an article 
about a new book by Houston heart specialist by Dr 
Michael E. DeBakey. This is a guide to making healthy 
choices when eating in restaurants. 

Dr. DeBakey's The Living Guide to Eating Out lists 
calories, fat, saturated fat and cholesterol in foods in 22 
different fast-food cllains as well as in other restaurants, 
including 11 ethnic ones. The book also provides 160 tips 

· on choosing foods lower in fat and sodium. 
Dr. DeBakey also offers a list of helpful hints for trav

elers. The list includes healthy foods to order on an aii:- ' 
plane or while taking a cruise. 

Though most research has been aimed at preventing 
heart disease, all the answers have not been found. In "Bet
ter Late Than Never" published by Good Housekeeping 
magazine in 1993, Dr. James S. Dodd, a vascular smge~n 
for 22 years, states that heart disease is now the leadmg 
cause of death in women. "Women suffering from heart 
attacks do not survive the attack as often and more die in 
the operating room during vascular smgery. And no one 
knows why." 

While Billy was in the hospital at UTMB, I spoke to 
one of his nurses, Gaylene Malmbeig, who conducts re
search at UTMB about men and women and heart disease. 
I asked her if women reacted differently to heart disease 
than men. Malmberg said: "Men have a higher risk for 
heart attacks because of the hormone testosterone.Women 
are protected by tt:ie hormone estrogen. Howevei; when a 
woman loses the estrogen in her body due to menopause 
(or a hysterectomy) she has ju~t as high a risk as a man (of 

' having a h~art attack)." . 
Severe heart problems could be eliminated by having 

annual checkups and more frequent ones if a person is not 
feeling well. Also, before a person begins an exercise pro
gram, especially if he is 40 or ovei; he should have a 
checkup. A checkup is·a preventive measure for heart at
tacks and strokes. 

It also is important to maintain a proper diet, low in 
saturated fats, cholesterol and salt. 

There are people, however, who have lived on strict 
diets have had annual checkups and have kept their bod
ies physically fit, yet have been diagnosed with heart dis
ease. These people have a family histery of heart prob
lems. For them preventive measures will not eliminate the 
problem. This is the case with Billy. His family tree is 
riddled with members who have died of heart problems. 

As Dr. Matin told Billy, "If it's in the genes, then it's 
just;bad luek:J•.:·. ', ,•') -· 
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Photo editor to continue education at SFA 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland's loss is Stephen E Aus
tin State University's gain as Susan Littleton, heads up 
the highway to Nacogdoches in January. Littleton who 
started COM in fall '93, will complete her requirements 
for her associate in arts degree this semester 

Littleton, a graduate of Dickinson High School, en
tered COM with an art scholarship and a bit of rebel
lion since she wanted to attend a university. 

Within a few weeks, howevei; Littleton found her
self at home at COM. She joined the InterCOM staf as 
a reporter and soon advanced to photography editor 
After two semesters she left the staff to dedicate more 
time to required subjects. However, this semester 
Littleton returned to InterCOM and once again became 
photography editor. 

"I was really glad to have her back," said Astrid H. 
Lowery, InterCOM adviser. "She's a good photographer 
and has taken a load of work off my shoulders by doing 
the editing. I will really miss hei; as a student, as a hard 
worker and as a friend." 

Littleton first worked as a student assistant in the 
Humanities Team office fall '93; then in fall '94 she 
became a Media Services student assistant. 

Since coming to COM Littleton has received three 
art department scholarships, a COM Foundation Schol
arship and a Perle Dumas Scholarship. 

When asked about her long-range goals, Littleton 
said her eventual goal is to be a photographer for Na
tional Geographic or maybe Time magazine. For now, 
however, she will work toward her bachelor of arts de
gree in communications with an emphasis in photojoUF
nalism. 

"I'm nervous about going out into the real world, 
but who isn't?" Littleton said. "I've learned a lot from 
being here at COM, and I think I've changed for the 
better. 

"Now that I have accomplished one step of my life, 
I'm ready for the next one (attending Stephen E Aus
tin). It's been tough going to college and working, .but 
it's been worth it." 

InterCOM Photography Editor Susan Littleton fin
ishes at COM this semester and begins at Stephen 
F. Austin State University in January. 

(Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Government, businesses to restrict guns 
By NICOLE TORRES 
Features Editor 

Although the concealed handgun la~ goes into effect 
Jan. 1, the issue of where license holders may or may not 
carry their firearms is still murky in some cases. 

According to Texas Senate Bill No. 60, signed into 
law May 26 by Gov. George W. Bush, people licensed to 
carry concealed handguns will be restricted from carrying 
their firearms in certain places. These places include busi
nesses that derive 51 percent or more of their income from 
selling alcohol to be consumed on the premises; sporting 
events, high school, collegiate or professional; correctional 
facilities; amusement parks; places of worship; hospitals; 
and nursing homes. 

However, the law also states that places prohibiting 
concealed handguns must prominently display a sign stat
ing such in both English and Spanis~. 

Aside from these specific places, the law also allows· 
employers, public and private, to prohibit licensees from 
carrying a concealed gun onto their business premises. 

According to the Associated Press article, "Concealed 
gun-sponsors seek clarity on carrying legall~" in the Nov. 
29 issue of the Galveston County Daily News, both Aus
tin and Grand Prairie have already passed ordinances to 
restrict the carrying of concealed handguns. 

The article aiso states that both the Houston andAus
tin transit authorities have banned concealed guns, with 
Dallas and San Antonio considering the same. 

Likewise the Texas Department of Public Safety, the 
entity whose responsibility it is to process the concealed 
handgun licenses, "approved an emeigency rule in Octo
ber that would prohibit concealed guns on its propert)C'' 

In addition, some current state laws make it unclear 
where a licensee will be allowed to carry weapons.Austin 
American-Statesman reporter Stuart Eskenazi writes in the 
Oct. 22 issue, "Existing state rules prohibit the carrying of 
firearms in Jh~.CapiJOLWJTlplex, bu~}tJs.•uficleat,whttber 

that rule applies to people with handgun permits." 

The issue of whether or not con~led handguns will 
be allowed in parks also is uncleat According to Eskenazi 
city parks may not ban concealed handguns, but county 
parks may and probably will. 

Educational institutions also are places where despite 
being licensed, concealed handgun owners are prohibited 
from carrying their weapons onto the premises. 

According to the College of the Mainland Police Team, 
it is a third degree felony under Section 46.03 of the Texas 
Penal Code "to intentionally, knowingly or recklessly 
bring" a gun onto the premises of a public or private school. 

The restrictions, both government and business, have 
put on concealed.handgun owners disappoint those back
ing Jhe new law. In the Associated Press article, state Sen. 
Jerry Patterson, an author of the handgun bill, claims some 
of the restrictions are unconstitutional. He states, "I would 
suggest that a citizen do what the state allows them to do 
and ignore metro rules." 

The problem with enforcing the bans is that because 
the weapons are concealed "enforcement of the laws may 
come only after a gun has been brandished," according to 
the Associated Press article. · 

Also according to the Austin American-Statesman 
article, Patterson advises business owners and government 
officials not to make cloudier an already murky issue by 
imposing more regulations. He also states, "They are look
ing at prohibitions, which they cannot enforce, to correct 
situations they cannot detect." 

However, the responsibility of knowing jf a place or 
business prohibits concealed guns rests with the licensee. 

According to the Austin American-Statesman article, 
"The attorney general concluded that anyone who carries 
a concealed handgun into a business establishment that 
forbids it is guilty of criminal trespass." Criminal trespass 
is a Class A misdemeanor. Concealed handgun permits 
are required to be suspended if the licensee is ctuuged with 
a Class A misdemeanor. , :.:, · .... ,,,. , · , ·; r ·,, '·' · 1 
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InterCOM staff shares Christmas memories Santa's hand~riting 
One Christmas I remember seeing a gift from Santa 

Claus that caught my eye under the Christmas tree. 
Imagine my excitement whel) l unwrapped that toy race 
track. Later on I looked at the handwriting on the tag . 

Santa didn't drink the milk? 

Christmas memories • • 
By NICOLE TORRES 
Features Editor 

The holidays for many are a time of both tradition 
and chaos. A time of year characterized by long days at 
crowded malls with children crying and people hurrying 
about. A time also characterized by families trimming their 
trees and mischievous children pawing brightly wrapped 
packages. 

Christmas is a time when carols fill the air and com-

Christmas in the heart 
As a struggling college 

student last year I was a little 
low on funds. (All of my 
Christmas stuff [three boxes 
of it] is still waiting in Kansas 
City.) So, for my first Texas 
Christmas I decorated my 
house festively with paper 
chains, popcorn strings and an 
Oleander branch adorned with 

handmade dough decorations. 
Although it wasn't fancy, I had a great dinner with 

some friends. I realized Christmas isn't bought in a store, 
it lives in the heart. 

-hy Jessamyn Denney 

Unforgettable Christmas 
The most memorable Christmas I ever experienced 

was in 1960 when I was 6 years old. That was the year I 
accidently stumbled upon the place my parents would 
hide our presents. 

After I found the presents, I didn't just forget about 
them, I started to play with them as well. After I was 
done, I put them back and in the same condition I found 
them in. Or so I thought. 

Well, my parents were smarter than I thought. They 
knew what I had done and I got into so much trouble 
that l didn't want to see those presents again, not even 
on Christmas morning. 

That was definitely one Christmas I' ll never forget. 
-hy Rick Gilliam 

Christmas tradition 
Tradition has always made 

Christmas special for me. 
When I was a child. our whole 
family got to open one gifl 
before we went to Midnight 
Mass. Then we all sort of 
managed to get up together to 
open the rest of our presents 
on Christmas Day. 

As an adult, seeing my 
children happy is my greatest Christmas treasure. My 
wish is to make my children's Christmas tradition as 
special and meaningful to them as my mom made it for 
my brother and sisters and me. 

-hy Gina Casrro 

. both good and bad 
pete with the cries of "I want, I want!" from the mouths of 
children. 

The holidays are a time for family togetherness, a time 
characterized by feelings of good will and a time for re
flecting on Christmases past. 

Memories of Christmas often are some of the most 
poignant. Often they are a mix of both pleasant surprises 
and bitter disappointments. 

On these pages InterCOM staff members reminisce 
about their most memorable Christmases. 

Christmas stockings 
Every Christmas Eve, from the time I was 4 years 

old to 10 and my brother was 8 to 14, we would sleep in 
either his room or mine. We had an agreement that 
whoever woke up first on Christmas morning would 
wake the other one up. Then we would go quietly into 
the living room to see what Santa Claus had brought. We 
were allowed to open only the packages, eat the candy 
and play with the small toys we found in our stockings. I 
guess we wer~ allowed to do that to keep our minds 
occupied and distracted from what was under the tree. 

With our stockings in front of us we then waited 
patiently for my mother to awaken. Sometimes she 
would insist on having breakfast before we could open 
the presents under the tree. Other times we would wait 
until my dad would come with his presents for us. 

-hy Maree Doo 

No more Santa 
I remember when Christmas was about Santa Claus 

coming down the chimney bringing me presents, while 
reindeer stood patiently on my roof with a sleigh 
allached to them. 

This was the excitement of Christmas unti l I was 6 
years old. 

A few days before Christmas my family and I were 
at my grandparents' house when my sister took me into 
the bathroom lo tell me a secret. She told me that there 
was no Santa Claus and to top it off, she told me every 
gift my parents were giving me that year. Since then, 
Christmas has never been the same. 

-hy Stephanie Spoor 

Old, new Christmas memories 
When I think of Christmas I think of twinkling 

green and gold lights, festively wrapped packages and 
blankets of freshly fallen snow. 

Though I haven't had a white Christmas in a few 
years, I still enjoy the wrapped Christmas packages 
and the glistening lights on a freshly cut pine tree. 
Most of all, I love the time that I get to spend with 
those l love and adore. 

I'm finishing up my requirements for graduation 
this December, and though I'm replacing an old 
chaptBr with a new, I know that no matter which road 
I travel, the meaning of Christmas will always remain 
the same in my heart. 

I will add new memories to the old, but as long as 
I have all those cherished memories to comfort me, 
Christmas will always be fu ll of meaning. 

-by Susan Lirtleton 

That devious husband 
It was Christmas Eve and I was in the middle of 

doing some baking for the next day when the phone rang 
interrupting my thoughts of Christmas. My husband was 
in a store and had noticed that their card tables were on 
sale. He wanted to know if I would like one to use at my 
Girl Scout meetings. I told him yes, but was a little 
disappointed that he had called me on Christmas Eve to 
ask about such an impersonal gift. 

The next mominf when we opened our presents, 
my husband handed me one of the gifts I had bought and 

'I wrapped for him and insisted I open it. I was very much 
annoyed and told him I knew what it 'was because I had 
bought and wrapped it. Finally, to satisfy him, I abruptly 
tore off the wrappings and looked at the lunch ki t I had 
bought him. Then he insisted I look inside the kit, so I 
jerked it open and found a pair of pink nylon pajamas he 
had placed inside for me. I was surprised, but also 

annoyed because he had put one over on me. 
Putting one over on me is my husband's delight. 

Some years later he had a large box, neatly wrapped in 
Christma~ paper, sitting under the tree. Billy said he had 
bought me a stereo. I didn't want one; we already had 
one. So, l told him he really had bought it for himself. I 
only wanted something small and personal from him; it 
didn't have to be expensive. 

When I opened the package on Christmas Day, I 
was very much surprised because it was a top-of-the
line Sears microwave. It was the best Christmas present 
I ever received. We spent the rest of the day trying it 
out. My girls, one a junior in college and the other a 
junior in high school, really enjoyed warming rolls that 
turned out as hard as baseballs. We even cooked bacon 
and eggs. I had to learn to cook all over again. Now I 
just can't imagine living without a microwave. 

-by Barbara E. Lewis 

l\t the time I was 7 and I knew what everyone's hand
...,riting looked like. I thought it strange that Grandma 
~nd Santa Claus had the same handwriting. 

-by Jose Galvan 

Christmas teddy bear 
Christmas 1955 stands out as one of my most 

cherished memories. I was 4 years old. Santa brought 
me ·a teddy bear. I loved that bear from the first moment 
I saw her. As I grew up, she was with me, sharing my 
pains and my joys. When I left her behind with my 
childhood, she was ragged, torn and dirty, but well used. 

In 1985, she came back to me, all cleaned up and 
repaired - this time a gift from my mom. 

-hy Louise Hampron 

- One memory I have of 
Christmas past was the day 
that my little brother, 4, and I, 
8, decided we'd stay up 
because we wanted to see who 
Santa Claus really was. So 
Christmas Eve, after our 
parents went to sleep, we went 
into the refrigerator, poured a 
g lass of milk, took out several 

cookies, put them on the mantle, and waited in front of 
the fireplace so we could see Santa Well , as you've 
probably already figured ouf. we fell asleep, and in the 
morning when we awoke the milk was gone and th~ 
cookies were eaten. We noticed under the tree that there 
were more presents than the day before. We asked our 
mom if she had seen Santa, and she calmly replied, "No, 
but thanks for the milk and cookies." . 

-hy Calvin Samuels 

Old-fashioned Christmas 
One Christmas long ago my family decided to have an old fashioned 

Christmas for which everyone agreed to make gifts by hand rather than to 
purchase them. This would do away with fighting the crowds in the stores and 
malls, and putting ourselves in debt. Instead w~'d be able to enjoy the holiday 

to its fullest. 
The children's enthusiam for this new approach to Christmas was not as 

great as the adults' but they went along with the idea. It did, however, get 
their creative minds working to make things for Christmas. As time went by. 
everyone really began to understand what this old fashioned Christmas was 
all about and looked forward to making their presents with a gr~at amount of 
love for each and everyone. 

On Christmas morning, as we sat around the tree opening our 
handcreated presents, I had a warm feeling of love and joy in my heart. The 
gifts made by my own childern- a painted picture, small but useful things 
made-from smaU blocks of wood and old spools of thread-I still have today 
locked away in a chest full of memories. Had those presents been bought as 
they were in Chistmases past, they would have been long forgotten, used up 

or discarded. 
Oh, if you're wondering if the childem.enjoyed that Christmas as much 

as the adults did .. . well, you see they were still young enough to believe in 
old Santa and old Santa didn't let them down. They got the store ll_ought toys 
they wanted and were qu ite happy. 

-hy Skip Ga,wood 

Christmas jacket 

InterCOM staffers take an apple break while working on the No'l'embcr issue. Sitting from left are Brad Stevenson, cartoonist; L~uise Hampton; Maree Doo, 
assistant editor; Barbara E. Lewis, managing editor; Stephanie Spoor; Nicole Torres, features editor; and Susan Littleton, photography editor; standing from 
left are Jose Galvan; Skip Garwood, copy editor; and Rick Gilliam. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

I was born in Berlin, 
Germany, during the Second 
World War, and like many 
other Germans, my mother and 
I fled to southern Germany 
when the Russians moved in to 
occupy Berlin at the end of the 
war. 

Christmas snow 
I've lived in La Marque all my life, and it's always 

been the same around here- it never snows in the 
winter. Many years the cold weather doesn't seem to last 
much longer than a month. In the past, when we did 
have a significant winter_:_at least two months of cold
it would snow for about 15 minutes and leave a light 

dusting of snow on the cars and the ground. Since there 
was so little snow and it melted so fast, I couldn't really 
play in it. The most I could do was scrape up a few 
measly balls of snow and put them into the freezer in 
baggies. That's why I'll never forget the first real chance 
I got to play in real snow at Christmastime. Every 
Christmas my family and I travel to my grandmother's 
house in East Texas to visit relatives. One y'ear, when I 
was in elementary school, it was a snowless winter as 
usual-it hadn't snowed in two years. As we drove the 
250 miles to my grandmother's house through endless 

rows of pine trees, I had no idea what was in store for 
me. 

As we got to towns closer to our destination, I 
noticed something along the side of the road- the 
grounl was getting whiter! There was real snow on the 
grounc. It was everywhere, and it was thick enough to 
walk in! I convinced my dad to pull over on the side of 
the roai, and for about 30 minutes we all threw snow

balls a: each other, played in the snow and had a really 
good time. 

When we finally got to my grandmother's house, I 
was in for another treat- there was even more snow at 
her house. We spent lhe night there, and when I woke up 
in the morning, the snow was still there. Although the 
snow only stayed a few more days, it made Christmas 
even more special. When we got home, I threw away a 
bag of snowballs that had been in the back of the freezer. 
I had so much fun in East Texas I didn't need it any
more. 

-hy Brad Stevenson 

Man-eating hampster 
Several years ago my dad got my sister a hamster 

for Christmas. 
In order to keep it a surprise, he brought it home 

late in the evening Christmas Eve. Unfortunately, the 
hamster, which rode home from the pet store in a 
cardboard box in the trunk, had managed to chew a hole 
in the box and was running around loose. 

In the dark my dad rummaged through the trunk for 
the hamster. When he finally found it, the poor thing 
was so frightened that it bit him in the rlap of skin 
between the thumb and forefinger. After caging the 
creature and finally sneaking it into the house, he then 
tended to his small but heavily bleeding wound. He then 
had to fabricate an excuse for a daughter who was 
curious about what had happened to him. 

-by Nicole Torres 

As refugees we had very 
Little money and nothing extra 
for Christmas, but my mother always managed to hav1; a 
tree for me and some little presents. One Christmas she 
made little jackets for the few dolls and the teddy bear I 
had. I remember one little jacket the most. It was for a 
small doll that fit easily into the palm of my 6-year-old 
hand. l remember marveling at how tiny the red-checked 
jacket trimmed in red yam was. And I knew my mother 
had made it, for I had sleepily stumbled into the room 
where she was sewing late one night. She had tried to 
cover my eyes so I couldn't see but wasn't quick enough. 
Though in later years I received bigger, more impressive 
Christmas presents, I've never forgotten the wonder I fel t 
that my mother could make a jacket so tiny in order for 
all of my dolls lo have something new to wear. 

-hy Asrrid H. Lowery 

-
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First and second place winners of the 6-mile fun run at the 19th Annual Turkey Trot sponsored by COM are from 
left, Ross Mills (first place), Paul Daniels (second place), NancyThonen (first place) and Linda Ross (second 
place). · · (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM instructor among fun run winners 
By RICK GILLIAM 
Starr Reporter 

Ross Mills, Nancy Thonen, Paul Daniels and Linda 
Ross were the big winners of the College of the Mainland 
19th Annual Turkey Trot Fun Run/Walk held Nov. 18. 

Mills, from Galveston, and Houston resident Thonen 
took the overall male and female first place crowns in the 
6-mile division.Daniels (League City) and Ross 
(Dickinson) finished in second place in their respective 
divisions. 

"We had a great turnout once again," said Maryann 
Urick, event and COM Recreational Programs coordina
tor. "This run is one of our most populru:" 

Runners, or walkers participated in four dilferent cat
egories and seven age divisions of the event. They in
cluded one for the younger athletes (14 and under) as w ll 
as another for the young at heart (60 and over), which was 

won by retired Galveston County Judge Ray Holbrook (1-

mile) with a time of 10:42.29. 
Other overall winners were Michael Pollock (male, 

Dickinson) and Erin Hoover (female, Texas City) in the 1/ 
4 -mile division; Lojza Vosta (male, Kemah) and Marilynn 
Jewell (female, La Marque) in the I-mile division; and 
Tom Boyd (male, Bellaire) and Danielle Schaefer (female, 
La Porte) in the 3-mile division. 

COM part-time astronomy instructor Roy Luksch 
from Hitchcock was the male second place winner in the 
I-mile overall division, and Linda Prater from Texas City 
was the female second place winner in the I-mile overall 
division. 

Scott Boyd (male, Dickinson) and Laura Bradle)I (fe
male, Friendswood) came in second in the 3-mile overall 
division. 

There were seven 6-mile winners, 13 3-mile winners 
and seven 1- mile winners. 

GCIC Sports Day flag football team 

The COM flag football team participated in the GCIC Sports Day Oct. 19 and finished in third place. Mem
bers of the team are front row from left: Lem Moore, Stephanie Tirmenstein, Lloyd Sowell, Darnell Morris, 
Jermaine Thomas and Jerome Scott; back row from left: David Lacy, David "Cornbread" Gallaway, Thurman 
Thom~, Kir~>: Dickey, Ramie Ramirez, Tad Costin andAngelAcosta. (Pho~o by Macya~n Urick) 

";)".• ,,... ,. •• ✓ J •~--~,-. ...... ,,..,. ~ • .,. ,.,, ... ,.,.,, ,,,_,._ ··•· .. ,.,,," ,' •·· 

COM to host area's 
top basketball talent 
By RICK GILLIAM 
Starr Reporter 

Now that finals are over and you're looking for a 
little excitement to get your holidays oJf to a rousing start, 
how about staying on campus for a while to take in some 
of the best basketball Galveston County has to oJfer? 

College of the Mainland will host the sixth annual 
Galveston County Christmas Classic basketball tournament 
Dec. 14-16 at the COM gym. High school basketball teams 
from Texas City, La Marque, Hitchcock, Dickinson, 
Galveston Ball, O'Connell, Heritage ChristianAcademy 
in Galveston and Houston Wheatley will participate in the 
three-day tournament which benefits the Galveston County 
Summer Basketball program. 

Tournament Director Cleveland Lane· and his, staf 
have worked hard to assure fans of Galveston County high 
school basketball that they will see some of the best bas
ketball talent on the Gulf Coast in this year's event. 

"We're excited about the teams we have entered in 
the tournament this year," Lane said. "In addition to the 
top talent from the county, we also have one of the best 
known programs from Houston (Wheatley) coming in.'' 

Wheatley was a basketball powerhouse in the '70s 
under head coach Jackie Carr but has experienced some 
rough times recently. According to Lane though, the Wild
cats are dangerous. "Any team coached by coach Carr is 
capable of winning any time," Lane said. 

Lane added the tournament couldn't be the success 
it's been without the help of the staff at COM. "Larry 
Stanley (COM president) and the people at the college have 
once again helped out tremendously," he said. "They 
(COM) really do take their role in the community seri-

ously and do anything they can do to promote youth in the 
county. They have always had an open door to listen to us 
and make their facilities, which by the way are the finest 
in the area, available to us." 

Proceeds of the tournament help defray the cost of 
conducting the summer basketball program, which includes 
sending numerous All-Star teams to participate in tourna
ments across the country. 

"We've had All-Star teams play in tournaments in 
Houston, Las Vegas and Phoenix in the past, and theres a 
possibility we could send a team to Japan next summei;" 
Lane said. 

As an added bonus, this year's tournament will be 
televised on TCI Cable on a tape-delay basis by Cougars 
on TV, a focal television production compan)( 

COM hosts Sports Day March 5 
By RICK GILLIAM 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland will host the Gulf Coast In
tercollegiate Conference Spring Sports Day March. 5 

Conference schools participating in the spring event 
will be Alvin Community College, Brazosport College, 
Galveston College, Houston Community College, Lee 
College in Baytown, Nor.th Harris Community College, 
San Jacinto College in Pasadena, Kingwood College, 
Tomball College and COM. 

• Students from each school will compete in volley
ball, 3-on-3 basketball, softball, tennis, racquetball, table 
tennis and 8-ball pool. 

Most of the activities will take place on campus, but 
the Lowry Center tennis courts in Texas City and the 
Friendswood Sports Park (softball) will be used as well. 

COM students may participate in tryouts for the up
coming Sports Day. See details in story on Page 9, "COM 
offers spring 'sports· acti'vities. " ,' . · .- • ..:, ,, · - 1 
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GCIC Sporis Day bowling team COM offers spring 
sports activities 
By RICK GILLIAM 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland will offer a variety of sports 
activities to students, staff and the community during the 
spring, ranging from a workshop intended ( or introduc
tion to scuba diving to a foot reflexology workshop. 

All COM students are entitled to use, at no additional 
cost, the gym, swimming pool, weight rooms, exercise 
room, racquetball courts, sauna and whirlpools during rec
reation hours. 

For information about the following sports activities 
for the spring semester, call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 28-0-
3991, Ext 422. 

• Thursday, Jan. 4: Introduction to scuba workshop. 
Registration for this course is $2 per person and deadline 
to register is Jan. 3. The workshop will be at the COM 
pool beginning at 7 p.m. 

• Friday-Sunday, Jan. 5-7: Backpacking trip to 
Pedemales State Park. The cost of the trip is $49 per per
son, and the trip will be from 6 p.m. Frida~ Jan. 5, to 
Sunday, Jan. 7, 10 p.m. For information, call Ext 418. 

The COM bowling team participated in the GCIC Sports Day Nov. 8 and Eddie Canales led the team with a 
total pin count of 631. Members of the team are front row from left: Jack Pitcher, Monique Bell, Letitia 
Houston and Teresa Newell; back row from left: David "Cornbread" Gallaway, Vernon Hensel, Stephanie 
Ginsberg, Canales, Vanessa Emmitte and Albert Garcia. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

• Wednesday, Jan. 17: Interested in Soccer Manage
ment meets at 4 p.m., in the gym, Room P-110. 

• Wednesday, Jan. 24: Student/employee 3-on-3 bas
ketball tournament The tournament will begin at 2 p.m. 
Trophies and T-shirts will be awarded to first place team, 
T-shirts only will be awarded to second place team. This 
activity is free and the winners will compete in the Gulf 
Coast Intercollegi1,1te Conference Sports Day to be tiosted 
by COM March 5. 

M emnoch the Devil explores beliefs 
ByMARCEDOO 
Assistant Editor 

Memnoch the Devil is the fifth installment in con
troversial author Anne Rice's vampire chronicles. 

Rice began the chronicles about 20 years ago with 
Interview with the Vampire. That book was made into a 
big-screen movie starringTom Cruise and Brad Pitt. The 
second installment in the chronicles was The Vampire 
Lestat, followed by Queen of the Damned and The Tale 
of the Body Thief. 

Rice was raised in New Orleans, La., by strict Catho
lic parents. According to an article in the Aug. 4, Hous
ton Chronicle, she attributes her colorful lifestyle to her 
parents and her upbringing, Rice wrote her first story at 
the age of 5 and her first novel at 12. 

The death of her 5-year-old daughter in 1972 
prompted Rice to begin her vampire chronicles and other 
dark Gothic books. Continual themes for Rice are the 
fight between good and evil, and life and death. Her books 
are Jtypnotic and capture the imagination of millions of 
fans who find that once they begin one of her books, it is 
hard to put it down. 

Rice's theological views, as expressed inMemnoch, 
are different from those of conventional religions. She 
does not denounce God in the book, but does question 
God's reasons for creation. She also does not portray the 
devil as evil. Memnoch's job is to stay in hell helping 

souls to forgive and to believe in God, so they may enter 
heaven. 

The book begins with Lestat, the main character in 
all her the vampire chronicles, hunting a mortal drug lord. 
Lestat enjoys long hunts, following the victim for months 
to get to know him. This makes him feel powerful. 

During the hunt for the drug lord, Les tat feels that he 
is being watched and hunted. This feeling of being hunted 
frightens Lestat, so he. sends a message for help to his 
vampire friend David. Lestat describes to David the im
ages he has been having of his pursuet Lestat explains 
that he believes that his pursuer might be the devil. 

Finally, Lestat is approached by his pursuer, 
Memnoch, who claims to be the devil. Memnoch tells 
Lestat he wants him to come to hell to be his dark prince, 
his lieutenant He piques Lestat's interest with promises 
of visiting heaven, hell and meeting God. 

Memnoch first takes Lestat to heaven to meet the 
"God incarnate," and then he takes Lestat to hell. Lestat 
dislikes the visit, rejects Memnoch 's deal, flees from hell 
and decides to remain a vampire. 

After reading Memnoch the Devi~ your beliefs might 
change. It is a thought-provoking book, which explores 
issues concerning death, religion and one's belief in Qod. 

The book will be be released in paper back July 1996, 
according to personnel at the Bookstop by Bay brook Mall. 
It is now available in hard cover for $25 plus tax. 

• Wednesday, Jan. 24: Free bowling party. Friends are 
invited to participate in this event from 9-11 p.m. at AMF 
Star Lanes in Texas City. 

• Thursday, Jan. 25: Volleyball tryouts. COM students 
are eligible to try out for the coed team to decide who will 
compete in the GCIC Sports Day March 5. Tryouts are set 
for 4 p.m. in the gym. 

• Thursday, Jan. 25: Evening coed volleyball. This 
league will participate on Thursdays for 10-12 weeks be
tween 6 and 10 p.m. The registration cost is $67 per team 
and the deadline to register is Jan. 18 at 6 p.m. 

• Monday-Tuesday, Jan. 29-30: Weeknight racquet-

ball tournament. The registration for · this tournament is 
$14 per person and the deadline to register is Jan. 22. T
shirts will be given to all participants and awards will be 

· given to first and second place winners in each division. 
The tournament will be held from 6-10 p.m. each da)' 

• Tuesday, Jan. 30: Student/employee pickup basket
ball league. This league will run for eight weeks begin
ning at 4:30 p.m. and is free. Each week teams will be 

, picked. T-sh,irts will be awarded to the top four teams at 
the completion of the league. 

• Tuesday, Jan. 30: 4-on-4 volleyball league. This 
league is for both men and women; and the registration 
fee is $45 per team. Registration deadline is Jan. 25. The 
league will run for 10-12 weeks each Tuesday from 6: 15 -
7:15p.m. 

More for your money snack bar manager's goal 
By CALVIN SAMUELS 
Staff Reporter 

Meatloaf, lasagna, mashed potatoes and gravy, but
termilk biscuits ... hungry? These are just a few of the 
items that could be served to you at the College of the 
Mainland snack bat John Littles, new manager of the snack 
bar, has been creating this fare since last spring. 

Littles began cooking at COM in May. He came from 
Texas A&M University in Galveston where he served ap
proximately 1,500 meals per day. He has made it his pri
ority to increase sales, pro~!4~.{as~ ~ryJ~ .~d gj-y,~ ~is 

customers better and more food for their mone)' He also the rank of sergeant. 
has added new items to the menu to provide more variet)' Belinda Garcia and Lisa 

"Ever since I was in the Army, I've enjoyed cook- Gomez work with Littles at 
ing," Littles said. "Cooking is fun. I like it (cooking) be- the COM snack bar. All three 
cause I get to see people's reaction towards the food I pre- work for Brown Food Ser-
pare." One gets the impression from Littles that great food vices, contracted by COM to 
and superb customer service are things he achieves daily provide cafeteria food and 

Currently Littles is attending COM seeking a degree ' vending services on campus. 
in business management. He plans to open a Lubys-type Littles does all of the 
cafeteria sometime in the future. He began pursuing his cooking at home for his wife 
creative profession in theArrny;where he learned how to Kim and his daughter Chris-

~[~~l]l f.<!Cit !f.e .. ~!Y~-~!&IJt y~ ill U!,~AJmy~lJJld.rc~ . ' ., ,ti,n~.J>,Jl~c.aJlW~~ -~Qi<?-Y-~Ji ... ••···· ... ~JpJ.lqJ.iiftles •.....• --~ 
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COM jazz concert 
packs recital hall 
By JOSE GALVAN 
Staff Reporter 

Close to 100 jazz fans packed the recital hall in the 
College of the Mainland Fine Arts Building Nov. 14 to 
listen to the Jazz Combo and the Jazz Ensemble give ex
pert renditions of jazz standards. 

The evening started off with Joao Donato's Sabor, a 
salsa piece. It sounded much like a train rumbling through 
the recital hall. 

Sparky -Koerner, director of the ensemble and the 
combo and COM music profesSOJ; played a scorching trum

pet solo during Sabor. John Wolfskill, COM woodwinds 
professor, played a beautiful saxophone solo in the same 
piece. They finished the tune with a duet. 

They also had an opportunity to hear on both trumpet 
and coronet special guest Mike Steinel, associate profes
sor of jazz studies at the University of North Texas in 
Denton. Steinel joined the combo on Ree ts and I, a Benny 
Harris piece and livened up the concert. He and Koerner 
played a duet backed by the combo andWolfskill. Steinel 
played with fervor during his trumpet_ and coronet solos, 
and the audience gave enthusiastic rounds of applause. 

Steinel's best coronet solo came during the heartwarm- . 
ing piece Body and Soul. Steinel guided the combo through 
Thelonius Monk's Think of One and Kenny Dorham's 
Lotus Blossom. 

After an intermission to set up for the Jazz Ensemble, 
the show continued with Sammy Nestico's Scott's Place. 

The COM Jazz Combo and Jazz Ensemble perform for the- audience Nov. 14 in the Fine Arts Building Recital 
Hall. Members orthe group are Rodney Engelbosch (piano)~ EricThompson (drums),Atsushi Osada (bass), John 
Wolfskill (saxophone), guest artist Mike Steinel (left trumpet) and COM music Professor Sparky Koerner (right 
trumpet). (Photo by Maree Doo) 

Charlie Delgado's saxophone solo brought out the true 
feeling of the piece. His rendition was reminiscent of the 
big band sound. 

The ensemble moved from big band to bossanova with 
Steve Spiegel's Someday. This was one of the best pieces 
of the nighL Everything balanced perfectly with the help 
of a duet by drummer Bob Adams and pianist Rodney 
Engelbosch. The ensemble paid tribute to Count Basie with 
Jule Styne's Time after 1ime and Jeff Jarvis's If I had 
Known. 

Steinel's two compositions Blues for Youse, a jazz 
piece, and Wease/walk, a combination of funk and big band, 
picked up the tempo for the night. Jamie Simpson made 
Wease/walk even livelier with his saxophone solo. These 
two pieces sandwiched Donald Byrd's It's a.Heavy Town, 
an enthralling jazz ballad. 

Steine!, who also is a jazz composei; arranger and pia
nist, said after the show, "I had a great time. The band 
played beautifully and it's always a pleasure." 

Jazz fans, if you missed the show the next is Feb. 27. 

Black heritage holiday begins Dec. 26 Maire, DiPiazza earn 
All-USA nominations 

By LOUISE HAMPTON 
Staff Reporter 

The winter holiday season is underway. Thanksgiv
ing is over. Hanukkah begins Dec. 24. Christmas is Dec. 
25. Kwanzaa starts Dec. 26. What? 

What is Kwanzaa? It is a festival of the African
American heritage celebrated Dec. 26 through Jan. I .While 

Cynthia Winn participates in a candle lighting cer
emony to commemorate K wanzza, anAfrican-Ameri
can cultural holiday, set aside for remembering ances
tors, storytelling, cultural music and a Karamu feast. 
The holiday begins Dec. 26. ' . .. : " , 

., f • ,- , 

Hanukkah is 2,160 years old and Christmas is 1,995 years 
old, Kwanzaa is a mere child of 29. 

Kwanzaa, a cultural rather than religious holida)I was 
conceived in 1966 by Ron Karenga, a leader of a black 
nationalist group called us, United Slaves. He was deeply 
involved in black student politics at that time. His idea 
was to create a ritual for America's black population to 
express pride in their African roots. He now is known as 
Maulana Karenga and is head of Black Studies at CalifoF 
nia State University, Long Beach. His first name means 
master teacher in Swahili. 

Karenga put together the festival by borrowing from 
many cultural sources to include a set of seven candles 
reminiscent of Hanukkah, various symbols from difer
ent African traditions and many Swahili words. 

The College of the Mainland Office of Equal Educa
tional Opportunity, in cooperation with the Organization 
of African American Culture, sponsors a Kwanzaa celebra
tion yearly. The sixth commemoration of Kwanzaa, or first 
fruits, was held at COM in the Leaming Resources Center 
Auditorium, L-131, Dec. 8. 

The celebration included the Kwanzaa Ceremony or 
Nguzo Saba, illustrating the seven principles: umoja -
unity; kujichagulia - self-determination; ujima - col
lective work and responsibility; ujarnaa-cooperative eco
nomics; nia - purpose; kuumba - creativity; imani -
faith. A candle lighting ceremony, reflections and remem
brances of ancestors, storytelling, cultural music and a 
Karamu feast also were held.Ann Simmons was the key
note speaker. She is the assistant dean of Humanities and 
Fine Arts at Galveston College. Ms. B. (Bronwyn Lucas) 
was the storyteller. Roots Collective provided the music. 

Traditionally, the seven principles are celebrated, one 
each night, over the course of seven nights with small gifts 
and singing. On the seventh night there is the feast or 
Karamu, and much exclaiming of Harambee, hallelujah. 

Kwanzaa is a life experience, not simply a celebra
tion. As a living social practice, it is a week of actual re
membering, 1:AS~essip~o\1 ,ecommitrqent., rew.ardi,n_g and . • 
re.J<:>tc~.: . ...-,.: ~ , 1 ~ , " , • 

By NICOLE TORRES 
Features Editor 

Two College of the 
Mainland students are 
the campus nominees for 
the All-USA Academic 

, Team. . 

Suzanne DiPiazza 
and Janice Maire were 
selected from a field of 
16 nominees. To receive 
the nominations students 
needed at least a 3.25 
grade point average, be 

Janice Maire registered this semester 
and expect to graduate by August 1996. 

DiPiazza and Maire were selected based on their 
GPAs, accomplishments and activities. 

"They both have very high GPAs, and they are 
both very active outside ~e classroom," said Kathye 
Bergin, English professor and PTK sponsor 

DiPiazza is president of the COM PTK chapter 
and a math tutor; Maire is involved in the local Fam
ily Outreach program and is a student assistant. 

The students will be .... ·---
notified in February if 
they are among the 20 
students nationwide ap
pointed to the first team. 
First team members will 
receive a $2,500 award, 
will receive recognition 
at the American Associa
tion of Community Col
leges convention and 
will be featured in the 
lJSA Today ,qewl!paper. • Suzanne DiPiwaa 



Smoking.issue still not solved 
(.;ontinued from Page 1---------
myself. It's just that when you have a teacher that talks 
and you don't understand, you have to raise your hand to 
ask a question. And when I do that- and I'm not going to 
name any names - but this man just starts screaming at 
me in the middle of the classroom because I was asking a 
question. 

"He felt that because I was the only one asking ques
tions, that I was complaining, but that's not right I was 
just asking a question. And I feel that if they are being 
paid to teach, then they should talce the time to teach. Its 
one thing being a teacher, but it's another thing to know
ing how to teach." 

Dean Bass acknowledged the problems with college 
algebra. "The success rate in math is a real problem and it 
does concern me a lot," he said. "Forty percent of our stu
dents who participate in math do fail, but I have to tell you 
that is no different from San Jacinto College or Alvin Jun-

ior College. I'm told by our math people that is the case. 
This is something we're constantly looking into." 

Dean Bass suggested the possibility of forming a stu
dent advisory panel to work with the math department. 
"That could include current and former students who would 
work periodically with the math department. I'm going to 
make that suggestion." 

Some of the other issues and student concerns included 
the use of the campus for summer school for the local high 
schools, the graffiti on the outside tables on campus and 
the overcharging of parking fines by the campus police. 

"There's no ready clear-cut solution to the smoking 
issue," Dean Pope said. Whatever the rules, either a smoker 
or a nonsmoker will be offended. He added that graffiti on 
the tables is a "never-ending maintenance problem" that 
realistically can't be prevented."And if people really are 
being overcharged for parking fines, we '11 talce care of that." 

The next Deans Forum will be held in February 

Buddenhagen's class -assembles 300 collections 
Continued from Page 1----------

The idea for the collection, which contains 28 marine 
and seven geological specimens found in and around 
Galveston Bay, was a joint one of Buddenhagen and Dr 
Bass. They came up with the idea during a break in a meet
ing of the Galveston Bay Foundation. Dr Bass, who along 
with other members of the foundation, gives presentations 
to area schools on the Galveston Bay, mentioned that he 
needed more specimens. Buddenhagen showed Dr Bass 
his vast personal collection and offered any help he could. 

This idea expanded to include Buddenhagen's Tues
day and Thursday evening historical geology class. They, 
along with some of their family members, collected bio-

logical and geological samples this fall. The class, with 
the help of Buddenhagen's parents Chuck and Gretchen 
Buddenhagen, assembled 300 collections for the founda
tion to distribute to all levels of area schools. 

The foundation gives talks at local schools and pre
sents the school with one of the collections after the talk. 

The collection is in two parts. The biological collec
tion includes snails, clams, encrusting OJganisms (worms, 
coral, barnacles, etc.), vertebrates (fish backbone and bird 
feathers), boring OJganisms and crab claws. The geologi
cal collection includes granite, limestone, sand from 
beaches and two fossils. One fossil is a 10,000-to-15,000-
year-old clam and the other is 40-million-year-old coral. 
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Board of Trustees 
Continued from Page 1--------
tinuing Education and Community Services, and his 
class. In making the presentation, Buddenhagen said 
of Dr. Bass, "He sets the seeds for the fruits of many 
projects for the Galveston Bay Foundation." 

Tax abatement, also on the agenda, was discussed. 
Bill Lauerman of Sterling Chemical rugued for tax 
abatement, saying it would benefit the county by cre
ating or retaining jobs. He said Sterling and other COF
porations asking for abatements will not pay less in 
taxes. The taxes owed on existing structures will con
tinue to be paid, but taxes on new construction will be 
abated for an agreed-upon time, usually five years. 

COM history Professor Larry Smith gave a pas
sionate plea against abatement He said the new abate
ment policy under consideration does not require that 
new jobs be created. He added, "Corporations shouldn t 
get any more welfare than people in the ghetto." 

COM hosts party 
in Student Center 
Continued from Page 1----------
200 children are sponsored." 

Each student organization sponsors a child (or chil
dren) by talcing up donations. An appropriate gift, of no 
more than $30, is bought from the children's Christmas 
Wish List which includes items such as shoes and walkman 
radios. These gifts will be opened at the party. 

Refreshments at the party will be provided by Brown. 

According to Beverly Mitchell, Student Center cooF
dinator, the children this year range in age from 6 mo~ths 
through 18 years. 

Harmony inspires holiday spirit at Winter Concert 
By STEPHANIE SPOOR 
Staff Reporter 

The lights dimmed in the College of the Mainland 
Fine Arts Recital Hall and brightened on the risers as the 
COM Singers and the Studio Singers began theirWinter 
Concert Nov. 30. 

The COM Singers, 12 women and five men who haF-

monized beautifully, performed first. James Hefel, direc
tor of choral music and COM music professoi; conducted 
as Allison Roorda provided piano accompaniment. 

The first song, "Rise Up, My Love, My Fair One" by 
James McCray, began and ended with a solo by Marylin 
Elizondo on the flute. This song had a gorgeous melody, 
and the lyrics painted a soft, gentle winter picture. 

This was followed with "A Red, Red Rose" by James 

COM music Professor James Heff'el directs the COM Singers in "Rise Up, My Love, My FairOne" at the Winter 
Concert in .the Fine Ar.ts Building Recital Hall Nov. 30. Marylin Elizondo (fat left) is playing the flute. ' · 
:. "", ••• ~ - • -, ., • , • a A.-· . " . . .. . • . • . . . ' (Photo by Susan Littietc:fu) 

Mulholland. Bassist Curtis Martin sang his part so well 
that it stood out from the rest of the group. 

After the first two pieces, Heffel told the audience 
that this semester he has outstanding female voices in the 
choir and wanted to let them shine. The women perfectly 
performed "Come At Dawn" by Eugene Butlei; a myste
rious Spanish ballad, with an incredible jumping beat. 

The concert also included a very difficult and dark 
piece, "Eli, Eli!" by Gyorgy Deak-Bardos and a comic, 
quick-moving piece titled "Neighbors' Chorus" by Jacques 
Offenbach. 

The first half of the concert ended powerfully with 
"A Mighty Fortress Is Our God," arranged by Mark Hayes. 

After ,the intermission, the Studio Singers, a group of 
four women and two men directed and accompanied on 
the piano by Heffel, performed. Matt Westmoreland on 
bass and Eric Thompson on drums also accompanied. The 
group's movements and dancing, choreographed by Elaine 
Barclay, added energy to their performance. 

The Studio Singers began their part of the concert 
with an upbeat song, "Rhythm Of Life," arranged by Ri
chard Barnes. It had a great blues'piano introduction. 

The next song, "If I Can't Love Her," arranged by 
Roger Emerson, was a gorgeous, soft song of love lost 
Sherman Murphy sang a wonderful tenor part. The har
mony in the song was performed incredibly well by the 
whole group. 

They then began moving and swaying to the beat of 
"Night and Day" arranged by Pete Schrputte. Hefel called 
this piece "a blast from the past." 

"Christmas Time is Here," arranged by David Pugh 
created a loving, warm Christmas mood and probably 
stirred some childhood memories since it is from the caF
toon movie Charlie Brown Christmas. 

The five-piece medley from West Side Story featured 
dancing as well as small solo parts by Hamilton Boyd, 
Murphy and Heather· Brashet This' ·mad'e fQr a powerful . 
ending to the show. '· •, - · .,,-,.,,· •.· ··· ·· · ,., ' 
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What's Happening 

InterCOM staff members (from left) Jose Galvan, Barbara E. Lewis, managing editor; NicoleTorres, features editor; and 
Maree Doo, assistant editor, share a moment of laughter while preparing the InterCOM for the printing press. 

(Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Journalism helps career advancement 
By SKIP GARWOOD 
Copy Editor 

Ever wonder how or why newspaper editors pick ·ceF
tain peoples' letters to be published in the Letters to the 
Editor column in your local paper? 

The answer is very simple. Not only is the subject 
matter noted for importance, but how the letter is written. 
If the letter is written in a journalism format an editor may 
be more likely to publish it. 

Do you have something important you would like to 
say to be heard by many?Want to experience the magic of 
having your work published? 

Take a journalism course and become a member of 
the InterCOM staff and search out the truth behind each 
story. Join in the camaraderie of putting the InterCOM 
together. Help make it continue to be an award-winning 
college newspaper. 

Think a journalism class may be a waste of time? 
Think again. Most major corporations and companies are 

always producing some type of inter company newsletter 
and sometimes a media release to local and national news. 

Having completed one or two classes in journalism, 
knowing how to write for the media and how to put a com- · 
pany newsletter together may just be the one thing you 
need to get ahead in the race for success. 

Beginning journalism, COMM 1307, Writing for the 
Mass Media, meets Mondays andWednesdays 9:30-12:20 
p.m. Those having some journalism experience and the 
instructor's permission may want to try COMM 2305, 
Copy Editing and Production, which meets Mondays and 
Wednesdays 11-1 :50 p.m. 

Both classes must be accompanied by the journalism 
lab COMM 1129 for production. To enroll only in the jour
nalism lab requires permission from the instructor Times 
and days for the lab are arranged at the beginning of the 
semester. 

For information about the InterCOM or classes con
tact journalism professor, Astrid H. Lowery, at (409) 938-
1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 314. 

TASP registration set for Dec. 11-15 and Jan. 2-3 
By JOSE GALVAN 
Staff' Reporter 

If you have not taken the TASP test, an exam is set 
for Jan. 6 at 8 a.m. 

Students must have taken the TASP test within the 
semester in which they complete nine transfer credit hours. 
Without evidence of taking theTASP, students will not.be 
allowed to register for more transfer credit hours. 

Late arrivals at the test site will not be seated. Calls 
will be accepted, allowing students to register for the test, 
Dec. 11-15 and Jan. 2-3. No calls will be accepted after 
Jan. 3. Students who need special testing accommodations 

need to register before Dec. 15. 
The cost for the exam· is $65. A cashier's check or 

money order will be accepted at the test site which is at 
the Houston Community College, central campus. Pay
ment by personal check will delay your Verification of 
Attendance Form by two weeks. 

People with outstandingTASPaccounts can not reg
ister the test. 

The supply list for the test requires soft lead pencils 
and two forms of identification, one with a picture. No 
food or drinks will be permitted in the testing room. 

To register for the test call (512) 927-5398. To clear 
outstandingl'ASPaccounts call (512) 927- 5397. 

OAAC hosts fund-raising fashion show Dec. 17 
By NICOLE TORRES 
Features Editor 

The Organization of African American Culture will 
host a fashion show Dec. 17 at 7 p.m. 

The show, which will be held in the Learning Re
sources Center Auditorium, L-131, will feature OAAC 
members in clothes furnished by J Riggins and Stuarts of 
Mall of the Mainland.Admission.is $5 an open to all. 

The show will feature three categories: Bridal and FoF
mal wear, African attire and casual/business attire. 

Tamala Glenn, OAAC president, said the money raised 
at the fashion show and other fund-raisers will go toward 
OAAC scholarships. 

The show marlcs the third OAAC fund-raiser this se
mester. The first was the haunted gym, and the second was 
the high school unity dance which was designed to bring 
area high school students together without vfolen·ce. 

People Speak Out 
By MARCE D00, RICK GILLIAM, SUSAN 
LITTLETON and STEPHANIE SPOOR 

President Clinton recently signed a bill to abol
ish the 55-mph federal speed limit, which will free 
states to set whatever limit they want In Texas the 
speed limit will be 70 mph during the day and 65 
mph at night, unless ruled otherwise by the Texas 
Transportation Commission or a local municipalit)c 

Since many COM students live in the c;iear Lake 
area and travel Interstate 45 daily, InterCOM asked 
students, and one campus police team member: 
Should the speed limit on 1-45 from the Clear Lake 
area to Galveston be raised from 55 mph to 70 mph? 

.John Haneline: "Yes, 
because everbody 
drives so slow on the 
freeway. If the traffic 
speeds up, I think there 
will be less wrecks. If 
people are always 
going at faster speeds 
everything will be all 
right 

Tamara Watkins: 
"No, because there's 
too many people that 
drink coming back 
from the beach, and I 
think it's unsafe. 
Raising it would just 
cause more accidents. 

Ladia Sumlin: "Yeah. 
The speed limit is 
actually 55 and people 
do 60 and they don't 
get pulled over, so I 
don't see any differ
ence, five or 10 miles 
over. People speed 
anyway and 70 isn't 
that bad. . 

Dale Jackson: I think 
they should because 
the roads are good 
enough and the cops 
are giving out tickets 
for going 10 mph and 
over. Being a sheriff's 
nephew, I don't care. I 
just want them to get it 
up there." 

Vernon Ewell: "I don't 
think so. There's a lot of 
traffic in that area and 

.. people still travel that 
road. There's not any 
light traffic out there 
and 70 mph on that kind ' 
of road is too much." 

Michael D. Husband: 
"I think it ought to be 
raised to 70 mph 
because basically 
they're doing that 
already. I believe that as 
I go along there at 55 
mph, it tends to be more 
congested in that area. 
And if they take it up to I 
70, I think it will free 
up some of that traffic." I 



American Indians 
discuss ethnicity 
By NICOLE TORRES 
Starr Reporter 

How American Indians, the federal government and 
society define American Indian culture and ethnicity was 
one of the topics panel members examined at College of 
the Mainland Feb. 7. 

Native Americans: Defining Ethnicity in the New 
Multicultural Texas of the 21st Century, was discussed in 
the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium. 

Panel members were Joyce Kievit, a member of the 
Cherokee Tribe-North Carolina; Ouida Sanmann, a mem
ber of the Kiowa Tribe and COM English professor; 
Jonathon Hook, a member of the Cherokee Tribe-Okla
homa; and Craig Leach, a member of the ChicasawTribe 
and a former COM student The panel coordinator was 
Dr. Michael Rice, an adjunct instructor at COM since 1980. 

The panel members discussed their discontent with 
some of the current methods used to defineAmerican In
dian ethnicity. To be recognized as an American Indian by 
the federal government and, by many tribes, one must be 

See Panel Page 7 

February 
1996 

TIPA Award-winner 

Panel members (from left) Craig Leach, Jonathan Hook, Ouida Sanmann, Joyce Kievit and Dr Michael Rice 
discuss Native Americans: Detming Ethnicity in the New Multicultural Texas of the 21st Century Feb. 7. fhe 
presentation was held at 1 and 7 p.m. in the Learning Resoua:esAuditorium. (Photo by Man:e Doo) 

Barbara Jordan leaves legacy of hope and promise 
By LOUISE HAMPTON 
Advertising Coordinator 

Heroes come in all forms. 
Some people consider great sports figures such as 

Michael Jordan, Cal Ripkin Jt and Joe Montana among 

their heroes. Others may look to national or world leaders 
such as Dr. Martin Luther King Jt, Mahatma Gandhi, 
Margaret Thatcher or Pope John Paul II. 

Oftentimes ordinary people doing extraordinary things 
earn the title hero. Such people include: the Oklahoma 
City bombing rescue workers; firefighters, policemen, mill-

Folk singer voc~lizes America's history 

Charlie King entertains during his 10th return visit 
to COM campus. (Photo by Bill Glenn) 

By MURRAY GETZ 
Starr Reporter 

"I've got just a few minutes to cover 140 years of 
American History," announced folk singer/historian, 
Charlie King. That's how the entertainer opened his 
12:30 p.m. performance at the College of the Mainland 
Leaming Resources Center Auditorium Feb. 5. 

An enthusiastic audience greeted King on his 10th 
return to the campus. Through song and narration he 
told of society's problems, triumphs and absurdities. 

This tall, bearded artist, dressed in casual down
home jeans, cotton shirt and suspenders, emitted a 
warm, intense, friendly aura that had his audience en
joying his songs and story-telling genius. 

Accompanying himself on guitru; King related that 
the folk songs he opened with dated back th the days of 
slavery and to the culture of those troubled times. Be
ginning with "Oh Mary, Don't You Weep For Me," King 
told his audience of the code words in this song. He 
pointed out that where the wordpharaoh was heard, a 
slave owner or villain was meant.Heaven symbolized 
Canada, a haven for runaway slaves.Moses referred to 

See King Page 7 

tary personnel; people who open their homes and their 
hearts to unwanted or abused children; andAIDS volun
teers. 

When former Congresswoman Barbara Jordan died 
on Jan. 17, Texas lost a true hero. She leaves behind a 

See Library Page 7 

Award-winning play 
hits COM theater stage 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

The remote village of Ballybeg in County Donegal, 
Ireland, coines to life on the College of the Mainland Arena 
Theatre stage in Brian Friel 's Dancing at Lughnasa. Thi6 
1992 Tony Award-winning play, regarded as Friel's mas
terpiece, ·opened Feb. 8 and runs through March 3. 

The setting is the home of five Irish sisters: Kate, the 
stem and somewhat rigid schoolteacher; Maggie, the de
lightful housekeeper who always has a new joke;A~es, 
the quiet, serious knitter; Rose the slightly retarded";' yet 
zealous knitter; and Chris, the pretty, charming mother. 
Chris's son Michael narrates the play, often drifting from 
the present back to the summer of 1936 as he reminisces 
about his family. 

The play depicts the mood swings of the sisters who 
one moment are laughing and dancing with dreams of at
tending the harvest dance and the next suddenly seem to 
be jolted by reality, their mood becoming sombet 

The play revolves around the feast of the pagan Celtic 
god Lugh, the god of the annual harvesL This ancient ritual, 
Lughnasa, parallels to the ancient festival of Dionysius, 

See Lughnasa Page 7 
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Editorials/News 
Spring enrollment 
drops imperceptibly 
By RICK GILLIAM 
Sports/Features Editor 

Are you having a hard time finding a place to park in 
any of the six College of the Mainland parking lots? If so, 
are you wondering why?The reason must be that there are 
more students talcing classes this semestei; right? 

Wrong, but not by much. 
Actually thrre are 99 fewer students on campus this 

spring semester lhan there were during the 1995 spring 
semester, according to figures released by COM Registrar 
William Peace. This semester 3,490 students are on cam
pus. The fall enrollment was 3,564. 

"We're actually down 2.76 percent from last spring," 
Peace said. "But that's not as bad as we first thought it would 
be. But we're also down in the number of contact hours." 

Peace said the college is down 2.9 percent in contact 
hours, the actual number of hours spent in class by stu
dents. "We're down more this spring in the academic 
classes," he said. "In those areas ( college transfer courses) 
we're down 3.68 percent. In the technical-vocational pro
grams, were down 1.6 percent. Last fall we were down 
pretty much the same across the board." 

Peace said there is no clear-cut answer or reason for 
the lower enrollment figures. He also said this was not 
unique to COM. "There could be a number of reasons. No 
one knows exactly what the problem is, but we've had 
reports from El Paso to Texarkana of low enrollment. In 
fact, most schools are down more than we are." 

Peace said enrollment at Galveston College is down IO 
percent and Alvin Community College is down 6 percent. 

"The urban colleges seem to be losing more students 
than the rural colleges," he added. "It's possible more 

people are going to work and they just don't have the time or 
money for school. It could be a number of little things that 
add up. We feel real fortunate that we're under 3 percent. 

"We had our largest decrease last year," Peace said. 
"Maybe we've already taken our big hit." 
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SAB sponsors nacho~ordinary kickoff 
By BILL GLENN and LYDIA J. VASQUEZ 
Staff Reporters 

College of the Mainland students and staff 
launched the spring semester by gathering in the 
Student Center for the Welcome Back Kickoff dur
ing College Hour Jan. 16. 

Sponsored by the StudentActivities Board, the 
kickoff was an opportunity to gather with friends 
and fellow students, learn about the 01ganizations 
and clubs on campus and enjoy food and soft drinks. 

Featured this year was a free build-yow=-own
nachos buffet, with a variety of toppings. Soft drinks 
also were free. 

Representatives from campus 01ganizations and 
clubs were on hand to serve nachos and add top
pings as students visited various booths to learn more 
about each organization and collect informative lit
erature. 

At previous kickoffs live bands have performed, 
but this year music was provided by the Student 
Center's stereo system. 

While the throng munched nachos, they were 
welcomed to the kickoff by April Fields, president 
of the SAB and Student Government; and Diana 
Lopez, vice president of the SAB and Student Gov
ernment. 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and 
Student Development, formally welcomed the stu
dents to COM and invited them to talk to him if they 
have a problem. 

James Shippy, director of Student Services and 
Student Government sponsor, also welcomed the 
students and explained the purpose of the Student 
Government. 

A representative from each club made a brief 
presentation outlining the purpose of the 01ganiza
tion, the requirements or interests one should have 
to join, and when and where the next meeting would 
be held. 

Students gather literature about various clubs 
and organizations at the Welcome Back Kickoff 
in the Student Center Jan. 16. The kickoff also 
featured a build-your-own-nachos buffet. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM discount cards were handed out and still 
are available free of chaige at the COM gym. Twelve 
local merchants are represented on the cards and 
offer 10 to 20 percent discounts on food and seF
vices. 

SAB Sponsor Maryann Urick said the kickoff 
had "an excellent turnout-thanks to participation 
of all the clubs." 

Math teacher lists steps to better scores 
Editor's Note: This letter is in response to the article on 
math issues in the December issue of InterCOM. Full
time math Professor Joanne Kendall teaches math at the 
developmental level at COM. 

Dear Editor, 
There are several things that students can do to in

crease their success in my math class. 
Attend class: It always amazes me that my students 

will tell me that math is hard, but then they don\ come to 
class. I can't teach you if you are not there. 

Do homework: You should plan on spending at least 
two hours working on math outside of class for every hour 
you spend in class. If you do not have the time to do this, 
please don't complain about my teaching. 

Know yourself: If you have always had a difficult time 
with math, you may need to do more problems than I as
sign. I have never seen a student become ill from doing an 
extra math problem. I have seen students fail from not 
doing enough problems. • 

Do math every day: If you store up all your home
work to do on Sunday afternoon, you will dread Sunday 
afternoon, and you will probably have foigotten how to 
do your assignments. 

Ask questions~ I start every class by answering home
work questions. If you are having trouble with a concept, 
get help. Don't wait until the day before a test to see :t 
tutor orme. 

Talk to me: I am the best person to ask for help. I am 
required to have office hours and am willing to make ap
pointments outside of my office hours. 

Understand your grade: A grade of 70 percent is con
sidered passing. It also means that you do not understand 
30 percent of the course material. If you struggle to get 
that C you will struggle even harder to get a C in the next 
class. You may want to repeat the course rather than con
tinue. My experience has been that as students progress 
through a math sequence, they typically drop a letter grade. 
If you complete Math 320 with a C, you will probably 
earn a Din Math 1314. 

Form a study group: Five students working together 
can probably figure out any concept in a math class. 

Become an educated consumer:Ifyou_ are not happy 
with my teaching style, change to a different instructor. 
Ask your friends and classmates about me before you sign 
up for my cburse. 

My goal is to get my students ready to take the next 
math course. I can't do it alone. My students need to do 
their part too. 

Joanne Kendall 
Math Team 

See Page 8 for information regarding trailer develop
mental math courses beginning Marr:h 3. Students may 
register for these courses now through March 4 in the 
Admissions Office of the Administration Building. 
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Black History Month observed.in library 
By MACK MCKEITHAN 
Staff Reporter 

Every February in the United States.there is an obseF 
vance known as Black History Month. It coincides with 
the birthdays of Fredrick Douglass, a former slave and 
great African-American leader, and Abraham Lincoln, 
president during the Civil War and signer of the Emanci
pation Proclamation. 

The nationwide observance usually consists of lec
tures, exhibits, historical films and community activities 
that celebrate the story of the survival and creativity of 
African Americans. 

College of the Mainland also observes Black History 
Month in a variety of ways. 

The Organization of African American Culture will 
sponsor a fashion show 'in the Student Center Feb. 25 at 7 
p.m. The cafeteria will serve soul food all month long, 
and Higher Learning, a movie about different ethnic groups 
and the challenges they face in college, will be shown; 
date not available at press time. Cleo Glen Johnson, presi
de.nt of the Black United Fund, spoke Feb. 13 on UndeF 

standing Who Ytiu Are and Knowing How to Get There! 
Black historian Carter G. Woodson, whose parents 

were former slaves, had the idea for an observance honoF 
ing African Americans. He did not go to school until he 
was 20, but educated himself. A very intelligent student, 
he received his high school diploma after only two years. 

After receiving a degree in literature, he served as a 
principal at a high school in Washington, D.C. At Howard 
University in Washington, D.C., he served as dean of lib
eral arts. Then he became the dean ofWest Vrrginia Col
lege Institute in Vuginia. 

In 1922 he left the institute to devote his life to re
search the study of African-American life and history. His 
studies led him to establish Negro History Week in 1926, 
which was renamed Black History Week in the 1970s and 
became Black History Month in 1976. 

A group known as the Association for the Study of 
Afro-American Life and History, founded by Woodson in 
1915 sponsors the yearly celebration. The group conducts 
and promotes studies of the role of African Americans in 
world history, and also collects related writings and mate
rials. The group consist of historians, scholars and students. 

Buddenhagen named foundation hero 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Staff Reporter 

Chuck Buddenhagen, program director for College 
of the Mainland Continuing .Education and Community 
Services, has been named a Galveston Bay Foundation 
Hero for his efforts in the field of education. 

Buddenhagen was one of four out of 1,000 Galveston 
Bay Foundation volunteers honored for his commitment 
to educating the community about the preservation of 

Chuck Buddenhagen 

Galveston Bay. 
Buddenhagen, with 

the assistance of his fall 
1995 Tuesday and Thurs
day evening historical ge
ology class, (the only 
class), assembled 300 
shell collections last se
mester. 

The collections are 
named for Dr. Donald G. 
Bass, dean of Instruction 
and Student Develop
ment. Buddenhagen first 
decided to assemble the 

shell collections last October after he had a conversation 
with Dr. Bass during a break in a foundation meeting. 
Foundation volunteers give talks to area schools, colleges 
and businesses about Galveston Bay, and Dr. Bass men
tioned to Buddenhagen that he needed more specimens to 
use during his presentations. 

At the Nov. 28 COM Board of Trustees meeting, 
Buddenhagen and the historical geology students oficially 

. presented Dr. Bass with the first of the shell collections 
that bear his name. Buddenhagen and the students man
aged to keep the collections a secret from Dt Bass until a 
few days before the meeting. He said keeping Dt Bass 
from finding out about the collections was the hardest part. 

The Dr. Don Bass Galveston Bay Regional Shell and 
Geologic Collections contain biological and geological 
specimens found in and around palveston Ba)( The foun
dation presents a school with a collection following a pre
sentation. 

The geology professor educates the community about 
Galveston Bay by giving talks to schools and colleges for 
the foundation. He and his wife, Gretchen, host founda
tion functions such as dolphin trips. Buddenhagen said he 
received the 'GBF Hero award for a combination of these 
efforts and the collections, but "the biggest reason was 
the shell collections." 
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Getting over hearta~he 
means not looking back 

A belated happy St Valentine's Day to those of you 
who have a Valentine. For those of you who are nursing 
the wounds of love lost or just pulling Cupid's arrow 
from your heart, please read on. 

If you still aren't over the g4'l or guy you loved, I 
have a cure. No, it isn't a bullet to the head or a sharp 
object to the wrist. It isn't even a gift certificate from the 
suicide doctor, Jack Kevorkian. It may not be the 
solution you 're looking for, but if all the self-help books 
have failed, these suggestions might work for you. 

The first step toward recovery from a bad relation
ship is to work to get over it. Face it, the person you 
loved is not going to come back to you no matter how 
much you wish he or s_he would. One part of the process 
is to look ahead instead oflooking back. This involves 
getting rid of what reminds you of him or her It's 
always good to start with pictures. They are more 
painful and more obvious than other th_ings. 

Step two is to look ahead and not dw~ll on what you 
might have done differently. Instead think of what you 
can do better with your next love. If one of your 
mistakes was always being ate, plan to be on time with 
the next person you date. Perhaps you were too frugal 
with the one you lost. Next time don't be afraid to be a 
little.extravagant. If your appearance was too sloppy or 
too conservative, correct that defect. 

Change is good even if an image overhaul isn t 
what you want 

Once you've dealt with these two suggestions, step 
three is to face the past again. 

This step involves confronting your ex-girlfriend or 
ex-boyfriend and telling him or her you are over the 
relationship. It sounds hard but there are some practical 
strategies. Best ~ing is to not make a show out of it. If 
you see him or her in public one day, get his or her 
attention and talk. 

Your first option is to soften the blow for yourself 
by leading up to the point at which you can say, "I'm 
over you." Option two is to dispense with the formalities 
and just say it. Whichever option you choose depends on 
the type of person you are. Option three is to do this 
over the phone. The point is, if you can let your lost love 
know you are over him or her, hopefully you will have 
closure. 

You don't have to take step three immediately after 
step two, but the success of your next relationship 
depends on your ability to put the past behind you. 

Graduation deadline March 18 
College of the Mainland students planning to gradu

ate in May with an associate's degree have until March 
18, the day after the end of spring break, to fill out a gradu
ation form. Students who do not plan to participate in com
mencement may turn their applications in at any time. 

Graduation application forms may be obtained in the 
Admissions Office in the Administration Building. 

The COM commencement will be held May 3 in the 
La Marque High School auditorium at 7:30 p.m. Rehearsal 
will also be held at the La Marque High School May 2, at 
5:30p.m. 

Carol Casper and Kelly Musick, COM Student 
Records specialists for graduation, will help anyone who 
has questions about graduation or is unsure about eligibity 
to graduate. 

For additional_ information call Casper or Musick in 
theAdmissions Office (409) 938-1211 or(713) 280-3991, 
Ext 488. 
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. News/Features 
Spring blood drive garners 122 pints 
By JOSE GALVAN 
Copy Editor 

The Student Activities Board sponsored the 12th bi
annual blood drive on Feb. 6 and 7 in association with the 
Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center in Houston. The over-

Sharon Parker donates blood at the spring blood drive 
on Feb. 6. Following an accident 14 years ago she re
ceived an emergency transfusion and now donates 
.blood at every _opportunity. (Photo by Bill Glenn) 

all turnout for both days was 122 donors with 16 defeF
rals. This is just two fewer donors than last falls turnout 
of 124 donors with 23" deferrals. 

So what is involved in donating blood? 
"You fill out a form that's like a questionnaire," said 

Todd Dickson, the center's blood drive supervisot After 
that step, the donor has to go through a mini physical and 
is then ready to donate blood. 

"After you give blood, we segment the blood and send 
it to the lab," Dickson said. After some of the blood is 
segmented, it is placed in a bag full of anti-coagulant and 
shipped off to the blood center where it is kept until the 
lab results come back. 

Some nervous would-be donors sat and filled out their 
questionnaires as others were screened before donating 
blood. People's reasons for donating varied, but a major-
ity of them felt it was for a good cause. . 

"I feel like I'm helping somebody out when I give 
blood," donor Carolyn Davidson said as she filled out a 
questionnaire. 

Donor Sharon Parker's reasons for giving blood run 
deeper than a good deed. Parker nearly died in a car acci
dent 14 years ago and needed an emeigency transfusion 
because she lost so much blood Parker is alive today thanks 
to that transfusion and feels a need to donate blood. She 
gives blood because it "makes me feel good." 

Donors and would-be donors were treated to cookies 
and juice by the centet Another incentive to donors was a 
free T-shirt that reads, "Blood donors save the world one 
life at a time." Those who were turned away were still 
given a T-shirt. The next blood drive will be in fall. 

Crillle.J)revention COM officer's concern 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

If one were to follow police officer Robyn Hensley 
around College of the Mainland campus one might see 
her giving a lecture to a police academy class, later spot 
her patrolling the campus on her bike and that night es
corting someone across campus to his or her car 

Hensley, who is the night-time coordinator of the 
COM Police Academy as well as an instructor for Bob 
Williamson, director of training for the academy became 
part-time on the academy staff in November 1985. She 
joined the COM Police Team (part-time) in January 1994 
and become full-time in both positions in June 1995. 

Hensley began her career as a police officer with the 
Galveston County Sheriffs Department and later became 
a member of the Hitchcock Police Department before be
coming full-time at COM. "I've always enjoyed being a 
policeman," Hensley said. "I like policing here at COM 
because it's a community." 

Some students may think that the COM police officer 
are only security guards, Hensley said. They are not; more
over, many of the officers have college degrees. Hensley, 
herself, received a bachelor's degree in criminal justice 
from the University of Houston-Clear Lake in May 1993. 

The COM Police Team would like to give a seminar 
on crime prevention, Hensley said. "\-\e want to cut down 
on crime and that's why we took our bikes out of winter 
mothballs." Normally the bikes are stored during winter 
due to the inclement conditions, but because bmglaries 

have increased on campus, with at least one to t~o inci
dents being reported each day this past month, the oficers 
are back on bikes. · 

Hensley stressed that theft could be reduced or pre
vented if people would lock their cars and put valuables 
out of sight, adding that one day she spotted at least 50 
vehicles in the parking lot with items such as tape record
ers and purses left in plain view. Some cars even had win
dows down or doors unlocked. 

Another concern of Hensely's is personal safety. "We 
want to know when someone is on campus late at night," 
she said. "We can't offer them the protection if we don't 
know (that they are still on campus)." She stressed that an 
officer would escort anyone to his or her cac 

Hensley went on to explain that once she is certified 
in teaching rape prevention she will give a lecture at COM. 

When asked about teaching at the COM PoliceAcad
emy, Hensley replied that occasionally she invites a guest 
speaker, but most of the time she does the teaching. She 
explained that three classes a year graduate from COM, 
two in August and one in Decembet 

Anyone wishing to know about requirements for the 
academy.call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 285. 

The COM Police Team may be contacted at Ext. 403. 
For an emergency call Ext 599. 

COM Police Officer Robyn Hen~ley points to a wanted 
poster on the COM Police Team's bulletin board. 

(Photo by Bill Glenn) 

Working in the '90s 
honors work force 
By BRAD STEVENSON 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland FineArts Gallery kicks 
off its 1996 season with a new all-media art exhibit, "W>rk
ing in the '90s." The exhibit, which opened Jan. 25 and 
runs through Feb. 27, is located in the FineArts Complex 
art gallery. It features paintings, drawings, photographs, 
computer images and porcelain artworks relating to the 
changing nature and value of work. 

"There are so many questions the show brings up in 
subtle ways," said Janet Hassinge~ COM gallery directot 
"Our association with work and life is a major subject in 
art" 

Works featured are by artists Ann Agee, who paints 
workers on porcelain; Sue Coe, an illustrator for the New 
York Times; Ellen Griesedieck, a painter whose work fo
cuses on factory workers' labor; Manual, the nationally 
known Houston husband and wife team of Ed Hill and 
Suzanne Bloom, Sebastiao Salgado, a Brazilian photogra
pher who focuses on manual labor worldwide; 1¥nn 
Schwarzer, a painter who uses industrial materials in her 
work; and Dave Wilson, a Houston photographer who 
chronicled the oil-well frrefighters in Kuwait. 

Also featured are artworks by local students and com
munity members, which are displayed in the hallways out
side the gallery. 

Hassinger hopes the artworks wil.1 make students en
tering the work force aware of work-related problems, such 
as the oppression of the lower class, the use of illegal aliens 
for labor and the need for unions. 

According to Hassinger, one artist whose works il
lustrate the oppression of the lower class is Sue Coe, who 
Hassinger said always takes on controversial issues. 

"In Sue Coe's drawings, one immediately becomes 
aware of the need for unions," Hassinger said. "Wthout 
unions· we'd have sweatshops here." 

Hassinger also noted that work is changing, partly 
because of the computet The computer's influence on work 
even applies to the work involved in creating art. Com
puter-generated artwork, created by the art team Manual, 
is featured in the exhibit. 

Manual's art, which combines photography and com
puter-generated images, focuses on how the logging in
dustry "destroys the very environment that sustains it." 

Hassinger says graphic arts students may appreciate 
"the infusion of graphic arts over photo images," citing 
Manual's work "Two Worlds" as an example. "It's one of 
the nicest ones in the show," she said. 

The exhibit opening allowed students and visitors to 
first view the artworks, and then hear a lecture by art his
torian David Brauer on the history of the depiction of work 
in art since the early 19th century. A forum on work issues 
followed, featuring union-related speakers Charlie 
Delgado, Orbie Harris and Tim Mardis, COM labor his
tory instmctor. 

Brauer noted in his lecture that "everyone's been work
ing from day one and will continue to do so until the end." 
After noting that "work is a very emotional subject and 
can cause heated arguments," Brauer showed slides of art
work that demonstrate how the portrayal of labor in art 
has evolved through the centuries. He noted that before 
the late 19th century, art mainly addressed manual laboi; 
with artists who believed in "religious ideas about not be
ing idle" idealizing laborers as noble.After the 1848 revo
lution, Brauer said work became politicized - "a difer
ent relationship emerged ... with labor being left and man
agement being right." Artists became critics,_painting "the 
ugly reality of hard work" and presenting the worker as a 
real person. 

Delgado said he was "impressed by the pictures in 
the gallery that depicted the plight of the working man." 

See New art Page 5 



COM graphic arts student Stephen McNairviews "Iroquois Pipeline," painted by Ellen Griesedieck, shown in the 
Working in the '90s art exhibit in the COM FineArts Gallery. The exhibit runs through Feb. 27. 

(Photo by Bill Glenn) 

New art exhibit pays homage to workers 
Continued from Page 4 

He also wondered how artists' depiction of the injustices 
of the '90s workplace will look to viewers a hundred years 
from now. 

Mardis, who is "seriously involved in the labor move
ment," said the images that struck him in the exhibit were 
those of the sweatshops. He said art is important to work 
because visual images can grab people and call attention 
to the organizing efforts. 

Harris said that artists need to unite with other work
ers because artists are attacked too. "The workers have to 
have someone to speak for them." 

In thanking Delgado, Mardis and Harris for graciously 
offering additional information, Hassinger said they "pro-

vided the context for which today's artwork or local art
work could be based." She noted that although unions 
aren't specifically addressed in this show, they 're addressed 
indirectly in Coe's drawings. 

Students who would like to contribute their own art
work to the exhibit still can, Hassinger said. 

A video tape of Brauer's lecture is available for view
ing in the library, but may not be removed. 

Gallery hours are Mondays and Wednesdays from 
11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Tuesdays from 3 to 6 p.m. The 
gallery also is open one hour prior to each play perfoF
mance and by request during regular hours. 

For information contact Hassinger at (409) 938-1211 
or (713) 280-3991, Exts. 354/424. 

Alternate spring break activities listed 
By JOSE GALVAN 
Copy Editor 

Spring break is only a month away. For some it means 
baking on the sunny beaches of Galveston, for others it is 
a quest to see who can drink the most There are alterna
tives to this type of spring break fun if this isn't your ideal 
vacation. 'Yhether you're a fan of the arts or just looking 
for something to do, there is a place for you. 

For the week of March 11-17 (College of the Main
land Spring Break), the Museum ofFineArts in Houston 
offers the following films for free. March 15,Robot Car
nival at 8 p.m.; March 16, Sidewalk Stories at 7:30 p.m.; 
March 17, Manhattan at 7 p.m. For more information you 

Student Concerns Forum 
The College of the Mainland StudentActivities 

Board will host a Student Concerns Forum (formerly 
known as Deans Forum) on Feb. 22 at 12:30 p.m. 
The forum will be held in theAdministration Build
ing, Room A-127. 

• 
Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and 

Student Development, and Dt Henry D. Pope, dean 
of College and Financial Services, will be available 
to field questions and address concerns of students. 
All are strongly encouraged to attend. 

may contact the MFA at (713) 639-7531. 
The Menil Collection at 1515 Sul Ross St. in Hous

ton is hosting works by contemporary sculptor Jasper Johns 
and photographer Eve Arnold. Johns' exhibitJasper Johns-. 
The Sculptures, runs Feb. 16 through March 31.. Photog
rapher Eve Arnold's exhibit Eve Arnold: In Retrospect, 
runs March 1 through April 28. For more information, call 
Kim Hooker at (713) 525-9404. 

Also in Houston March 17 the Bayou Bend Collec:
tion is holding its Rites of Spring. The Bayou Bend Col
lection is the home of Ima Hogg, daughter of former Go" 
James Stephen Hogg, and houses a collection of Ameri
can decorative art at 1 Westscott off Memorial Drive. 

Six FlagsAstroworld will host its annual Spring Break 
Out Extreme this yeat Astroworld is located off Loop 610 
at the Fannin exit Details on this year's Spring Breakout 
Extreme were unavailable at press time. 

Space Center Houston's lasers and holograms exhibit 
that began Feb. 10 runs through the week of March 11-17, 
and ends June 2. The Imax movie The Dream is Alive will 
still be showing. This is an addition to the tram tour of the 
Johnson Space Center and shuttle mock up. 

Moody Gardens in Galveston will present a cat show 
March 11 and a home and garden show March 16 and n' 
in th~ Moody Gardens Convention Centet 

For you beach bums there is a Spring Fest on East 
Beach. Global Village performs on March 16 and Joe King 
Carrasco performs March 17. For more information about 
Spring fest call (409) 762-3278. 
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Students who plagiarize 
lose more than grades 
By BILL GLENN 
Staff Reporter 

"He stole that from me," folk musician and composer 
Woody Gutherie said of a fellow composei; '.'but that's all 
right; I steal from everybody." 

Whimsical in its context, this refers to plagiarism 
which can be disastrous in an academic setting. 

In simple language, plagiarism is theft. Webster's New 
World Dictionary defines plagiarism as "stealing and pass
ing off the ideas or words of another as one's own." 

Such action can ruin a student. No academic institu
tion will tolerate it; a student can lose his or her diploma, 
suffer expulsion, have grades lowered, and be permanently 
branded a cheat and a deceivec 

Tucked away in the stacks of the College of the Main
land Library is a thin little volume titledlegal Aspects of 
Plagiarism. This work provides three definitions of pla
giarism and discusses legal cases involving the practice. 

Several examples of plagiarism, some flagrant, are 
given in the back of the book. These examples include 
out-and-out copying of someone's text, paraphrasing parts 

of sentences while leaving other parts intact and simply 
changing the position of words and phrases within the body 
of the text 

The book, which is the work of Ralph D. Mawdsle~ 
professor of education law at Liberty University in 
Lynchburg, Va., emphasizes that sources of information 
should be documented any time a direct quotation is used, 
when a table or chart is copied and when specific examples 
are presented. 

Kathye Beigin, assistant professor ofEnglish at COM, 
ensures that each of her freshman students is adequately 
warned of the dangers of plagiarism. She gives a printed 
handout to them which not only defines the subject, but 
warns of the penalties which can be incurred as a result of 
the offense. 

Bergin said that she sees some plagiarism, but most 
of it is unintentional. She feels the biggest cause is taking 
inadequate notes. In time the students can no longer tell if 
the note is plagiarized or if it is a direct quotation. Then, in 
the rush to meet a deadline, they use material which is 
plagiarized. 

This type of plagiarism is due primarily to procrasti
nation and sloppiness, Beigin said. Out of desperation stu
dents use material which is not their own. The best answer 
to not falling victim to unintentional plagiarism is simply 
to "not to put off doing the paper." 

Bergin also maintains that as students take notes, 
they should not look at the source, but should read the 
material, close the book and then summarize it in their 
own words. She notes that many students do not know 
how to paraphrase, and they need to improve on that tech-

' . ruque. 
When Bergin detects direct copying, she warns stu

dents on early offenses in the first essay assignments, but 
they get no grade on the paper and are not allowed to re
write it She cited the case of a girl at another college who 
repeatedly plagiarized and also was guilty of other dis
honest acts. The girl eventually was expelled from the 
school. 

In her handout Bergin specifies a second type of pla
giarism wherein a writer submits work actually done by 
someone else. This type of dishonesty is easy to detect. 
She said that she usually has seen two or three in-class 
essays before a longer work is submitted; the dif'erence in 
style is very obvious. 

As to proof of intent being a necessary ingredient of 
plagiarism, she smiled and said, "\\ell, you have different 
degrees of various crimes." 

She believes that in first-year composition and rheto
ric classes every student will plagiarize at least once be
cause he or she is not thinking, or because there is not 
enough time. 

Bergin concluded that it is easy not to plagiarize. Stu
dents should just give the time necessary to the assign
ment, and "they can do a fine job without plagiarizing." 
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Sports/Campus Life 

COM will host the GCIC Spring Sports Day March 5. A tournament was held Jan. 24 to determine the 3-on-3 
basketball team which will represent COM in the competition. Winners of that tournament were, from left, Troy 
West, Roy Holmes, Ricky Salazar, and Shawn Brannon. Also pictured are the second place winners from the 
qualifying tournament, fifth from left, Adrian Murray, Erick Hunter, Jermaine Thomas and Sidney Winn. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 

GCIC Spring Sports Day set for March 5 
By RICK GILLIAM 
Sports/Features Editor 

Teams and individual participants are being finalized 
for the March 5 Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference 
Spring Sports Day, hosted by College of the Mainland. 

"We've already assembled our basketball and volley
ball teams and are in the process of finding our table ten
nis, racquetball and tennis participants," COM Recreational 
Programs Coordinator Maryann Urick said. 

A 3-on-3 basketball tournament was held Jan. 24 to 
decide which team would represent the college in the Sports 
Day competition. Members of the team, who went unde
feated and survived the round-robin tournament, areTroy 
West, Ricky Salazar, Shawn Brannon and Roy Holmes. 

"We had six teams enter the tournament and they (the 
winners) went undefeated," Urick said. "\'.e're hoping that 
they can do as well on Sports Day." 

Conference schools participating in the spring event 

will be Alvin Community College, Brazosport College, 
Galveston College, Houston Community College, Lee 
College in Baytown, North Harris Community College, 
San Jacinto College in Pasadena, Kingwood College, 
Tomball College and COM. 

Students from each school will compete in volley
ball, 3-on-3 basketball, softball, tennis, racquetball, table 
tennis and 8-ball pool. -

Most of the activities will take place on campus, but 
the Lowry Center tennis courts in Texas City and the 
Friendswood Sports Park (softball) will be used as well. 

Urick said response to the various tournaments to de
termine participants has been light, but hopes by the time 
the competition begins, more students will get involved. 

"We've had some problems getting students to come 
to the tryouts," she said. "I don't know if they just don't 
know what we're doing or what. Maybe we just need to 
get the word out more. Hopefully, by the time the compe
tition gets here we'll have more participants." 

Library expands research options 
ByMARCEDOO 
Assistant Editor 

Classes are at the point where papers that require much 
research will soon be due and students will need to ven
ture into the College of the Mainland Library in the Learn
ing Resources Center. 

To help students gather information for various sub
jects, the COM Library has a fully established Library Ref
erence Network. "The LRN is the library's local area net
work of CD ROM data bases," said Tracey Cuellar, refer
ence librarian. 

In the past the library has offered only three data bases, 
but now the LRN offers seven CD ROM data bases. A 
data base, Cuellar said offers many research options from 
recent newspaper articles to select U.S. federal documents 
and select landmark U.S. Supreme Court decisions. The 
data bases also have business and general science listings. 

"Students love the CD-ROM network; it is faster" 
Cuellar said. "Jn many ways it .oJ{ers one-stop shopping." 

The LRN has become so popular Cuellar believes that in 
the future the library will need to have students sign up for 
time slots. 

Cuellar wants to help students find the most appro
priate sources for their research topics an.d wants to teach 
students to ask the right questions to find these sources. 

Written guides in the LRN help students access the 
various data bases. However, students may also ask Cuellar 
for help. They also may print out information from the 
data bases for 5 cents per page, or they may download 
citations onto a 3 1/2 inch formatted diskette, Cuellar said. 

Cuellar's future goal is to have the LRN accessible 
all over campus. The problem with having the network so 
accessible on campus is that there are several site license 
restriction on the softwar~, Cuellar explained. Some of the 
software can only be used in one building by law and can
not be accessed from another building. 

For more infonnation about the network, students may 
ask for Cuellar in the library or call her at ( 409) 938-1211 
or (713) 280-3991, Ext 201. 

Odyssey presents 
problems, solutions 
By PATRICIA HILL . 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland will host Odyssey of the 
Mind, Saturday, March 9. Odyssey of the Mind is a com
petition open to students from kindergarten through col
lege that promotes diveigent thinking and creative prob
lem solving and teamwork. 

One hundred and fifty teams of students from regional 
schools will compete at COM. They will come from school 
districts such as Goose Creek, Galveston and points in 
between, bringing with them approximately 2,000 parents, 
grandparents, family members, teachers and judges. 

· Challenging problems with open-ended solutions are 
presented to teams, whose participants then create solu
tions that are imaginative and original. No two solutions 
are the same. Students are encouraged to use props and 
costumes to bring the solutions to life. 

Each team has an adult coach; howevei; coaches are 
supervisors only. All decisions and solutions are made by 
team members. 

The problems presented are diverse. One problem will 
challenge a team to design a new product or redesign an 
old product to assist a person with a physical disability to 
perform a task. Another problem asks the team to write a 
poem relating to a painting by a French impressionist and_ 
create an original painting that relates to a poem. Still an
other problem requires a team to create and present a hu
morous performance about an original tall tale. To make 
these and the other tasks even more challenging, most prob
lems have a price limit for materials used, a limit teams 
are not allowed to exceed. 

Participants are encouraged to find unique solutions 
to the problems. Taking risks and creative solutions are . 
rewarded also. The most prestigious award offered, the 
Ranatra Fusca Award, recognizes creativity and risk tak
ing rather than success. C. Samuel Micklus, the founder 
of Odyssey of the Mind, has stated, "We're too quick to 
reprimand children for making mistakes, and we foiget 
how many great accomplishments came about because 
someone was willing to try and fail, many times. Thomas 
Edison made something like 2,000 attempts at the light 
bulb before he got it right!" 

According to a brochure produced by Odys~y of the 
Mind, Micklos is a Professor Emeritus at Rowan College 
in Glassboro, N.J., where he taught technology from 1968 
to 1991. In the early '70s he began developing new and 
challenging problems for his industrial design classes. 
Thanks to the local media, local high school students be
came interested in his problems and in 1978 the first com
petition was held. 

Anyone who would like to help guide people around 
the COM campus, assist judges, help set up or assist at 
information tables should contact Chuck Buddenhagen at 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 517. 



Panel di~cussion 
Continued from Page 1---------
able to prove at least one-quarter Indian blood. "As far as 
tribal identity is concerned, some tribves allow membel' 
ship based on descendency." Sanmann said. For many this 
is difficult because some tribes closed their rolls during 
the early part of the 20th century leaving no records for 
their descendants to use. 

The panel addressed what may cause another diffi
culty for people trying to claim their ancestry Because of 
the policies of the federal government many American 
Indians registered themselves for the rolls of a tribe but 
claimed less American Indian blood than they really had. 

Many times, according to Hook, the federal govern
ment would have full-blood American Indians declared 
incompetent and unable to handle their land and propert)l 
What could be inferred from this is that the government 
could then seize Indian land. So in order not to lose the 
family land and property, one member of the family would 
register as less than a full-blood American Indian. This 
causes problems for individuals now trying to trace their 
ancestry because according to the rolls, they have less 
American Indian blood than they actually do. 

Another topic addressed by the panel was the roman
ticizing of American Indian culture by both Hollywood 
and society. Hook said the Disney movie Pocahontas was 
upsetting for many American Indians because it did not 
follow history very closely, and because it gives Ameri
can Indian females an unrealistic role model. Sanmann 
sees the mass commercialization of the American Indian 
culture as the "prostitution of a culture." 

Kievit, who grew up on a reservation, said that many 
people overlook or do not know the immense poverty on 
the reservations. Kievit said that on her reservation indoor 
plumbing was not installed until the late 1950s or early 
1960s. Because of the poverty on Kievits reservation and 
others, the average lifespan for anAmerican Indian is 40. 

Hook also added that because so much of American 
Indian culture is glamorized, facts such as the high sui
cide rate among American Indian teen-agers, the high rate 
of alcoholism and fetal alcohol syndrome are overlooked 
and not addressed. 

Panel member Sanmann said that in her tribe very few 
people still speak the language. She added that when the 
language is lost, the tribe will lose its stories, and the im
plications and symbolic meaning of the stories. Even the 
beadwork done by her tribe is highly symbolic and tells a 
story."So much of who we are has to do with tradition, 
and if we lose our traditions we lose our identity as people," 

Although the panel addressed many of the problems 
facing American Indians, panel members reached no clear 
consensus for resolving these problems. In addition,"as 
far as defining Indian ethnicity. most of the panelists agreed 
that some portion of Indian blood is necessary as well as 
a connection to a local Indian community to define an in- . 
dividual as an American Indian," Dr. Rice explained. 

King makes audience think 
Continued from Page 1---------

Harriet Tubman, a runaway slave and the leader of the 
Underground Railway, and Jesus stood for freedom. 

No social problem of years gone by. nor the present 
era were spared, as King's songs and between-song mono
logues dealt with labor, civil rights, women's issues, war 
and peace movements, and many more of the causes that 
activists of the day rallied for or against 

King cut his musical teeth in 1960 when he entered 
politics_ by working for the Barry Goldwater presidential 
campaign in 1963. He told of his concern about the Viet
nam War and his involvement in the anti-war movement. 

In getting his message out via the folk song route, 
King said,"If you don't stand for something, you'll fall 
for anything." • 

Ending the session with the familiar Woodie Guthrie 
number, "This Land Is Your Land," King acknowledged 
the generous applause of his audience, then carefully 
packed his guitar in an well-traveled case, smiled, waved 
once again, and was gone but certainly not foigotten. . 
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Tillie Henson, Library Circulation Services coordinatm; shows COM students the exhibit she assembled honoring 
former Congresswoman Barbara Jordan, who died Jan.17. (Photo by Bill Glenn) 

Library exhibit pays tribute to Jordan 
Continued from Page 1----------
legacy of hope for all who knew her or were touched by 
her accomplishments, her ideas, her love for this countr); 
or her very presence. 

In a nation riddled by racism and sexism, crime, an
ger, despair and distrust of the government, Jordan tran
scended race, gender and political affiliation. She was loved 
and resQef ted by all. 

Jordan is being honored during Black History Month 
in the College of the Mainland Library with an exhibit 
depicting her life. 

Tillie Henson, coordinator for Circulation Services for 
the library, put the exhibit together Working on the ex -
hibit has been especially poignant for Henson because she 
had a close personal connection with Jordan, whose 
stepgrandmother, Alice Jordan, was Henson's high school 
English teacher. In addition Henson's grandmother, Minnie 
Phillips, and Alice Jordan were close friends. 

Henson said she first learned about Barbara Jordan 
from the stories Jordan's grandmother Alice told her class. 

Barbara Jordan visited Henson's high school, T.L. Pink 
High School in Glen Flora, many times in the early '60s 
when Henson was a student there. Barbara Jordan spoke 
during Negro History Week and Public School Week and 
at commencement exercises. 

The theme for one of Barbara Jordan speeches was 
Not the Sunset, but the Dawn, Henson said. 

"I shall always remember that powerful and motiva
tional address of hers," Henson said. "She emphasized 
that graduation is just the dawn of a new beginning in life, 
and that it is left up to each individual to.make that new 
beginning something great." 

Jordan was known nationwide as a great orator 
Henson says Barbara may have received some of that train
ing from Alice Jordan who also was a werful s~a.!cer 

Grandmother Jordan was a.staunch believer in strong 
family values, which she passed on to her students. Bal' 
bara Jordan must have been given those same lessons at 
home, Henson says because she demonstrated many of 
those values in her lifetime. 

Henson said she feels: "Barbara Jordan was an earthly 
instrument that God chose to do a special job. She did it 
well." Henson added: "Barbara was an inspiration to all 
who came in contact with her She was a very positive 
someone to know. She loved people and people loved her" 

Not everyone had the opportunity to know Barbara 
Jordan on a personal level the way Henson did. 

Numerous accounts of Jordan's life show that she truly 
loved this country and all of its people. President Clinton 
echoed the sentiments of millions of Americans with his 
final words about Jordan at her funeral service on Jan. 20 
at Good Hope Missionary Baptist Church in Houston. 

"Barbara, we the people, will miss you. We thank you 
and Godspeed." 

Lughnasa festival beckons Irish sisters 
Continued from Page 1--------

the Greek god of wine and revelry. The feast, which 
. begins Aug. 1, is celebrated for several weeks during 
the harvest season. 

The sisters seem to struggle between allowing 
themselves to fully participate in the pagan rituals 
and their Catholic upbringing which frowns on pal' 
ticipating in paganism. 

Father Jack, a missionary to Africa, has returned 
home to his sisters because he has malaria. More
over, his memory is growing dim and his vocabulary 
is vanishing, forcing him to grope for words. He 
promises to say Mass again, but has Catholicism con
fused with the pagan rituals he encountered in his 
25-year stay in Africa. 

The eight-member cast does a superb job of 
spealµng with an Irish brogue. Ralph Ehntholts per-

formance as Jack is outstanding. Ehntholt, an ad
junct speech teacher at COM, is so convincing as 
the befuddled priest that one wants to help him find 
the words he's groping for and feels relieved when 
he does find them. 

COM student Winona Lord demonstrates that 
even though her character Rose is slightly retarded, 
she is no different from any other woman seeking 
the love of a man. When warned that the man she 
loves is married, she chooses to believe he has left 
his wife for her. 

Performances are Thursday through Saturday 
at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 

For information call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 345. Visa, MasterCard or American 
Express ~e accepted, but only on presales and no 
later than one hour before a performance. 
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What's Happening 
~~~~~~~~~~~-=~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Tour to explore Mexican culture 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

If travel, Mexican culture and improving your Span
ish speaking skills is your cup of tea ... read on. 

This spring College of the Mainland Continuing Edu
cation Department is sponsoring a Mexican Study Tour, 
which leaves May 18, a $100 reservation is due March 15. 

Jan Smith (on left), COM Child Development profes
sor, and Jennifer Whitted, COM Futures (Child De
velopment) Team Leader, make plans for the sec
ond set of Mexican study tours. 

(Photo by Murray Getz) 

The study group promises to accommodate anyone 
interested in expanding his or her education relating to the 
_language, customs and culture of our neighbors to the 
South. 

This unique study tour includes a flight from Hous
ton to Leon, Mexico, ending with a bus trip to the group's 
destination, San Miguel De Allende. It is in this quaint 
450-year-old village that the students may be housed ei
ther with host Mexican families, or at a local hotel. 

The touring group will find San Miguel a world apart 
from our Gulf Coast environs, as this village is built on 
the side of a hill 6,400 feet above sea level, and looks west 
40 miles across the valley to a rugged chain of mountain 
peaks. This beautiful city with its antique cobbled streets, 
heavy wooden doors, painted street walls and dazzling 
flower gardens, assures the visitor that this is a place where 
artists, poets and writers have for many years found the 
tranquil life truly fit for study and creative thinking. 

Jan Smith, a COM professor in the Child Develop
ment Program, and Jennifer Whitted, the COM Futures 
(Child Development) Team leader, will be escorting the 
tour for the second year. Both were enthused about the 
program last year and look forward to this year's group. 

Recalling last year's trip, Whitted said, "You know, I 
was really impressed with the way the townspeople wel
comed and interacted with our people." 

Students will study at the Academia Hispano Ameri
cana, a language school that has operated in San Miguel 
for more than 30 years. Instruction will include intensive 
language and culture studies, as well as interesting classes 
in Mexican cooking, dancing and singing. 

Information on total cost and reservation forms for 
these two- and four-week tours leaving May 18 may be 
picked up at the Continuing Education Office in the Tech
nical/ Vocational Building, or by calling Chuck 
Buddenhagen at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 
517. 

Clubs represented at Student Government meeting 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor· and 
MALLORY McGOWN 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Government, 
headed by President April Fields. held its first meeting of 
the spring semester Jan. 11. 

The Student Government's primary functions are to 
allow students to discuss issues initiated by clubs, organi
zations or individuals and to come to an agreement, ac
cording to the COM Student Handbook. 

The Student Government is comprised of campus wide 
elected officers and one representative from each recog
nized club or association on campus. Club representatives 
report activities and upcoming events. 

TheStudent Government will heist the Spring 1996 

Region V meeting of the Texas Junior College Student 
Government Association Saturday, Feb. 17 at COM. Ap
proximately 80 student government leaders from Gulf 
Coast area community colleges will attend. The meeting 
will include guest speakers, workshops and the Region V 
business meeting 

Olda Perez, Student Government representative on 
the COM Senate, reported at the Jan 11 meeting that the 
fine for illegal parking at COM has been raised from $3 to 
$4. She added that if the fine hasn't been paid within 10 
days it will be raised to $8. 

The Student Government meets every other Thurs
day at 12:30 p.m. in Room A-127 of the Administration 
Building. Anyone may attend these meetings. 

Other Student Government officers include: Diana 
Lopez, Bettie Morgan, Vanessa Emmitte, Jamie Powell, 

. Jessamyn Denney and Don Rittenhouse. 

English, math trailer courses offered in March 
For the first time College of the Mainland is offer

ing trailer courses. Trailer courses are designed for stu
dents who either are not doing well in their current 

classes and wish to have a fresh start or just missed 
registration at the beginning of the semester and wish 
to take a beginning English or math class. 

English 1301.61 will meet from March 5 to May 2 
on Tuesday and Thursday from 2:45 to 5:45 p.m. Janet 
Paris will be the instructor. The class will meet in the 
Leaming Resource Center, Room L-258 . 

Developmental math courses to be offered are Math 
0300.61, Math 0310.61 and Math 0320.61 '. These math 

classes. which will meet Monday through Thursday 
from 3 to 5:05 p.m., begin March 3 and end May 2. 
They will be held in the Technical/Vocational Build

ing, Room T-162, on Monday and Room T-164 on Tues
day, Wednesday and Thursday. 

One may register now for these classes through 
March 4 in the Admissions Office of the Administra
tion Building. Cost for these aourses is the normal tu
ition rate. However, a student who is already enrolled 
in these classes and wishes to drop the existing course 
and add the trailing course will have to pay only a drop/ 
add fee. 

People Speak Out 
By MARCE DOO, RICK GILLIAM, MACK 
MCKEITHAN AND LYDIA J. VASQUEZ 

Many people see the new year as a time to cel
ebrate. Some see it as a time for a new start, .a time 
to make New Year's resolutions. A resolution is a 
goal. For example,one might promise oneself to 
make better grades and then try to live up to that 
promise. The goals set may be either short- or long
term. Although many resolutions people make are 
not kept, some actually are. 

Several InterCOM staff members made it their 
goal to search the COM campus for students or staff 
who had made resolutions. 

They posed the question: How are you doing 
with your New Year's resolutions? 

Alan Amato: "Well, it 
was to sign up at the 
gym and I'm sticking to 
it. I've signed up 
and I've been working 
out about two times a 
week and I've got a 
P.E. class." 

Troy West: "It's the 
same one each year: 
just not to drink or 
smoke or to do 
anything like that." 

Anne Puckett: "I 
didn't make any. I just 
never do. I never 
have." 

Dorthe Redd: "It's to 
keep on staying in 
nursing school and to 
·pass the .semester. I've 
only had one test and 
I'm doing good." 

Alice Whistler: "I'm 
being nice to myself 
this year. So far I'm 
keeping it. I'm worry
ing less." 

Joni Mora: "To lose 
weight and pass college 
algebra. So far so good 
on both." 
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TIPA Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

Tbe three retiring professors are from left, Michael G. Bordelon, Math Team; Dr. Roy E. Rhame, Science Team; and ' 
George Thomas, Math Team. They were honored at the Math/Science Open House March 21. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Math/Science Team 
hosts open house 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

A Spring Open House was held at the College of the 
Mainland in the newly remodeled atrium of the Math/Sci
ence Building on March 21. Three retiring members of 
the Math/Science Team were honored. 

Math professors George Thomas and Michael G. · 
Bordelon, and science professor Dr. Roy E. Rhame will 
be retiring during the next year. 

Thomas, who came to COM in 1967, will retire after 
this semester. "When I came to COM I planned to stay 
here for five years," he said. "I lost my concentration. I 
was excited and just couldn't stop. I thought my knees 
would cave in 10 years ago, but I'm still here. I've en
joyed my work, but I'm looking forward to retirement." 

Dr. Rhame, who came to COM in 1973, has spent 23 
of his 38 years of teaching here at COM. The other 15 
years he taught in Louisiana and north Texas. He plans to 
retire Jan. 6, 1997. "I've enjoyed every bit of my time 
here," he said. "I leave with mixed emotions." 

See Team Page 11 

Youth hit campus for 
Odyssey tournament 

Ceramist, professor open art exhibit 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Staff Reporter 

If you were on campus Saturday, March 19, you prob
ably saw large numbers of children wandering the grounds, 
visiting in the library, or just hanging out No, College of 
the Mainland has not changed its enrollment requirements. 
The college hosted the Texas Odyssey of the Mind Gulf 
Coast East Region regional tournament 

Competing teams came from as far away as 
Colmesneil and Vidor, and as close as Friendswood and 
Clear Lake. 

Odyssey of the Mind is an organmition that encour
ages students from kindergarten to college to solve prob
lems through creative problem· solving, divergent think
ing and teamwork. Student teams find solutions to prob
lems and compete in tournaments at several levels. Stu
dents are judged for creativity, teamwork and the actual 
solution. They perform their solution to a long-tenn prob
lem and also a spontaneous problem. Their scores in the 
two events are combined to detennine winners. 

The timekeeper yelled: "Judges, are you ready? 
Teams, are you ready?" With that one team began its so
lution to Amusin' Cruisin', one of the long-tenn prob
lems in this year's Odyssey competition. 

Amusin' Cruisin' required teams to design, build and 
drive a vehicle on a journey to see attractions based on a 
team-created theme and for the vehicle to perfonn tasks. 
The teams only have eight minutes to set up, complete 
their "trip" or skit and spend no more than $100. 

Friendswood Junior High School had an amusing and 
patriotic trip. Two team members escaped from behind 
the Iron Curtain, jumped into their car and escaped amid 

See Awards Page 11 

By BRAD STEVENSON 
Illustrations Editor 

, Visitors to the March 20 opening of College of 
the Mainland's new art gallery exhibit were treated to 
two artistic experiences: a show featuring clay sculp
tures by Wyoming ceramist Leah Hardy, and a lecture 
by University of Houston-Clear Lake Professor Nick 
de Vries on his experiences teaching ceramics to stu
dents in Slovakia. 

The exhibit of Hardy's work, Personal Icons-
Works in Clay, runs through April 14 in the COM Fine 
Arts Gallery. It features a series of 13 clay icons, wall 
pieces created by Hardy to explore the contrast be
tween natural and man-made forms. 

"Her work is extremely special," said Janet 
Hassinger, COM gallery director. "It's very unique and 
very different from anything I've seen before." 

According to Hardy's written explanation of her 
works, each piece is like a small shrine, or icon that 
combines living images (lemons, com or human body 
parts), with contrasting architectural forms (hou5;es). 
In the work "Morocco series: Ben Yousef," for ex
ample, Hardy encloses a heart inside a shrine-like struc
ture. 

"The resulting 'shrine' places visual importance 
on the enclosed object or centralized symbol," Hardy 
writes. "Through these 'personal icons,' my experi
ences and visions are shared with the viewer." 

Following the gallery opening, UHCL Professor 
de Vries lectured about his experience teaching ceram
ics and sculpture to smdents in Slovakia. He showed 
slides of the country, the academy where he taught and 
some of his students. 

Three visitors from Stewart Elementary School in 
Hitchcock view Leah Hardy's artwork, ''Moroco' 
Series: Ben Youser' in the COM Fine Arts Gallery. 
From left are librarian Mel Davenport; fifth grad
ers Quincy Harris, center, and Philip Zagone. 

(Photo by Bill Glenn) 
l 

"I socialized a lot," de Vries said. "It was really a 
tremendous learning experience for me." 

De Vries described Slovakia as a very beautiful 
European country, bordered by Austria and Bosnia. In 
1990 communism fell in Czechoslovakia, causing it to 
split into two countries: the Czech Republic and 
Slovakia. De Vries first went to Slovakia in 1990, 
shortly after the country fonned. In 1995 he returned 

See Art Page 11 
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Editorials/News 

Acoustic duo Settie rocks COM lawn Feb. 20 Loving your pets 
1neans longer life By JOSE GALVAN 

Copy Editor 

The acoustic rock duo Settie played to students, 
faculty and staff members relaxing on the lawn between 
the Learning Resources Center and the Administration 
Building at College of the Mainland Feb. 20. Even 
though there wasn't a house to bring down, Settie did it 

Settie, of the rock duo Settie, performs on the COM 

lawn Feb. 20 in front of the COM LRC. 
(Photo by Bill Glenn) 
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anyway with covers (other artist's songs) of songs by 
Melissa Etheridge, The Cranberries and Janis Joplin to 
name a few. 

Settie started with the Melissa Etheridge song I'm 
the Only One and moved into a cover of Janis Joplin's 
Bobby McGee. Settie wasn't like most music groups 
that either sing or scream. She wailed. 

After tackling Joplin and Etheridge, Settie moved 
to the Cranberries hit Linger. She didn't however, use 
the Cranberries Irish accent Aside from this minor flaw, 
the show was great 

Although Settie sang on key and in perfect pitch 
with a voice that came from the pit of her soul, the 
credit doesn't all go to Settie. Her guitarist Brian Fel
lows did an excellent job adapting songs to the acous
tic guitar. 

Settie's audience was mainly its sponsors-, ~e Stu
dent Activities Board, and the firefighting class. If this 
concert had been performed in the Student Center as 
planned, the attendance might have been lower. The 
sunIJy warm weather would have kept them outside. 

Settie also incorporated some of her original songs 
from her recent Blackberry album. After a string of her 
originals, Settie sang several powerful covers such as 
Patsy Cline's Crazy and Alanis Morissette's You Oughta 
Know. 

For the prize of a free CD, Settie asked someone 
to guess the writer of Crazy. Someone called out Willie 
Nelson and won. 

Settie wound down the show with a strong mix of 
cover songs and originals, ending with an a capella ren
qition of the Janis Joplin hit, Won't you Buy Me a 
Mercedes Benz? 

After the show Settie and Fellows sold their CD, 
not available in music stores, for $10 and signed auto
graphs. Settie revealed that her band name comes from 
her nickname. 

After they packed up, the Massachusetts-based duo 
headed to the beach before going on to their next gig. 

Do you ever catch yourself looking at your cat or 
dog wishing you could read your pet's thoughts? 

Each pet is different An owner can better under
stand his pet or vice-versa if he and the pet spend quality 
time together. Dogs and cats make different sounds 
when they try to communicate with their owner than 
when they communicate with each other. So pay close 
attention and learn what your pet is trying to say. 

What do purring, barking and yowling have in 
common? These are all ways of communicating. Small 
kittens locate their mother by listening for her purr. A 
cat's purr takes the place of a person's smile, and a dog's 
bark sounds a warning. However, dogs also bark and 
wag their tails when they are happy to see someone. 

Your pet has a mind of its own, and though it may 
understand you, it may choose not to respond. Last 
Fourth of July when the neighbors were shooting off 
fireworks, our dog Bear climbed into the car and refused 
to budge when my niece Sheena tried to coax him out. 
She was disappointed that th~ dog did not seem to 
understand her. I told her that he did understand her, but 
chose to ignore her, mainly because he was scared of all 
the loud noise. 

Sometimes when a dog is left alone day after day 
and receives no attention, it may feel misunderstood or 
unsure of its place in the human family. Thus, emotional 
distress may develop which sometimes results in the dog 

giving a constant, irrating yap, or it may refuse to eat its 
food, or may even chew up its owners belongings. 

See Pets Page 3 

To· make a difference, register then vote-

Who should have your voice in government? Who 
should be your president? Are you satisfied with how 
your city, county, state or country is being governed? 
What does all this have to do with you? 

The answers to these questions and the future of our 
government lies with you. All you have to do is vote. 

Historically, voter turnout in Texas has always been 
low. Let's make a difference this year and go to the polls 
in record numbers. 

The first step in the voting process is to register. 
You may register in a number of ways. 
When you renew your driver's license you are 

asked if you would like to register to vote. You also may 
go to your county courthouse to register or call the tax 
assessor-collector's office in your area and a registration 
form will be mailed to you. Also, various organizations 
hold voter registration drives at area malls and busi
nesses. You can check the local newspapers for a date 
and time for a voting drive convenient for you. 

The only restrictions to voting are you'must be a 
U.S. citizen, 18 or older, a resident of Texas and be 

registered 30 days prior to the election in which you 
plan to vote. 

Next, ·decide for whom you want to vote. Read the 
newspapers. Ask your frienc:ts about the various candi
dates. Go to political rallies and functions. Become 
informed.Now that you know how to register, vote. 

The Republican and Democratic parties held 
primaries March 12; a runoff election will be held April 
9 for several state and national offices in both parties. 
Local elections will be held in May and June. The 
national elections are Tuesday, Nov. 5. 

Although "the national elections are vital, don't 
overlook the importance of voting in the state and local 
elections. These are the people who take care of our 
everyday needs. 

Your vote belongs only to you. No_ one can cast that 
ballot for you. While others may try to influence you, 
the choice is yours. 

Voting is a right we often take for granted. How
ever, when reporters question new American citizens at 
swearing-in ceremonies about what their new citizenship 
means to them, the comment most often heard is, "Now 
I can vote." 

So, go vote. · 
Vote in the runoff elections, vote in the state and 

local elections, and especially vote in the national 
election in November. Exercise your basic constitutional 
right and vote your conscience and your heart. Then rest 
easy in the knowledge that you did your part to make 
this a better country. 



Pets need quality time 
for better understanding 
Continued from Page 2---------

Remember, like humans, dogs and even cats that are left 
alone too long can do strange things when they experi
ence emotional distress. 

Your pet also may feel depressed when a family 
member or another pet leaves or dies. Some pets have 
been known to grieve until the day they die, meanwhile 
always looking for the person or pet to return. 

As for jealous pets, well, who said jealousy was 
restricted to people? Cats and dogs are often jealous of 
one another when it comes to getting attention from their 
owner. Each fights for its fair share or more of love and 
attention. Some days your pets are the best of buddies, 
on others they may fight The submissive one (cat or 
dog) will usually kiss the other one, but if the other is 
out of sorts watch out, a spat could occur. 

Cats and dogs, just like humans, also exhibit a 
variety of personality traits and quirks. My daughter 
Susan always carried a security blanket around when she 
was a child. After she was grown she owned a dog 
named Chip, the only dog she ever owned. The odd 
thing about Chip was that he also carried a security 
blanket wherever he went 

Sometimes our two calico cats, Kally and Gabby, 
are just plain lazy. Instead of coming to get their food 
they expect me to bring it to them. When they do come 
to eat, they just look at the food as if trying to make up 
their minds whether they should eat it or not 

Did you know that when a cat brings food to her 
kittens, the prey may not be dead but just playing 
possum and then attack the kittens? Thus, when we 
think cats are being finicky, in reality they are just being 
cautious. Of course, sometimes they are just finicky. But 
don't you get tired of eating 'the same kind of food day 

~ in and day out? 
The important thing in terms of your pet is that you 

learn how it communicates with you, so that you can 
tend to its needs better. Whether you have a dog or cat 
you need to pay attention to it, love and enjoy it Did 
you know studies have shown that people who have pets 

live longer? The same goes for pets who have caring 
owners. So if you have a pet, care for it so that it wilr 
live longer and in return maybe you will, too. 
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Ele_vator doesn't go all the way to the top 

When I entered College of the Mainland, I looked 
forward to many new experiences as a student One, 
however, I did not anticipate. 

There are risque jokes about it. Comedians have 

used it to create a situation. We've heard of it happening 

to other people, but we don't think about it happening to 
us. But it did. Last month I was stuck between floors in 
the outside elevator of the Learning Resources Building 
for 40 minutes. 

One morning on the way to class, I stepped into the 
elevator, pushed the button for the third floor and began 
the ascent Between the first floor and the mezzanine I 
felt a sickening lurch and then the elevator stopped 
moving. 

What to do? My first action was to press the button 
for the third floor about a dozen times with no result. 
The next step was to survey my situation. Then, I 
pushed some more buttons. Still no result 

I then spied a panel at the bottom of the elevator 
control panel that read "telephone." It was more like an 

intercom with a speaker and a button to push. I pushed 
the button, waited and heard a voice. I described my 
situation and asked if I could be understood. The voice 
answered, "Yes." I immediately closed the pan~l door 
and waited for help to arrive. 

What I did not know was that COM police officer 
Guillermo "Willie" Huerta-the voice at the end of the 
line-had not heard the first part of my call. He was 
trying to get more information, but I had already closed 
the panel. He only knew that someone had called to 
report an inoperative elevator. 

After 20 minutes, late for class, I opened the panel 

again and asked how they were coming on the elevator. 
"Where are you?" Huerta asked. I told him which 
elevator I was in and then things began to happen. 

Through the window I saw campus police officers 
arrive, I heard noises from below and above, and finally 
the elevator door to the mezzanine opened. 

A ladder was lowered through the door and with a 
lot of grunting and groaning and help from the officers, 
I made it to the mezzanine. As Huerta filled out his 
report, he told me of trying to reach me on the first call. 
We had a laugh about the situation, and I made my way 
to class-a little late and with a bit of injured dignity. 

My advice? If it happens to you, don't hurry to 
close that panel. Keep talking. There are a lot of helpful 
people eager to get you out of the situation, but first you 
must let them know what the situation is. 

Art Association open to any interested student 
By BRAD STEVENSON 
Illustrations Editor 

Some students may like creating art, but feel they have 
no one to share their knowledge with. Others may enjoy 
art, but feel left out since they can't draw or paint. These 
students may find the College of the Mainland Student 
Art Association appealing. 

The Student Art Association is an organization that 
brings together students interested in art to provide them 
with artistic experience. The group meets in the ceramics 
room in the COM Fine Arts•Complex on Thursdays at 
12:30 p.m. every other week. According to ceramics Pro
fessor Betty Polifka, the group's main goal is promoting 
arts and sharing interests. 

"It's the only type of activity where all the different 
I.. • '' 

types of art students (ceramics, photography, painting) can 
get together and share ideas," Polifka said. The group is 
not limited to those taking art classes. "It's really for any
one who's interested in the arts. You don't have to be an 
art student or have any art ability." 

According to Polifka, the group has a short meeting, 
and then members may view a video about an artist, view 
an artist's demonstration, or plan upcoming events. The 
group, which on occasion has enjoyed free pizza, plans to 
show videos as an ongoing activity. In the past members 
have painted outdoors, made Christmas tree decorations , 
for the COM Christmas party, and performed other activi
ties in the community. 

· "We' re going to have a big spring arts festival," Polifka 
said. It will include all visual as well as performing arts. 
The art association is preparing a sale of mostly ceramics 

for the festival, planned for April 25. 
Although Polifka said the group's membership has 

"really jumped," she encourages students to join, at any 
time. "We started out just getting 10 to 12 people, but now 
it's jumped up to 30." 

The association occasionally invites speakers and art 
lecturers to come to various art classes, presenting work
shops on making pottery, painting, photography, or graphic 
arts. Polifka said all art students and.association members 
may attend. 

The group•~ officers are Jane Pate, president; Carol 
Beckingham, vice president; Karen Hein, treasurer; Ingrid 
Negrini, secretary; and Marvin Walter, student government 
representative. 

For information about the association call Polifka at 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 349/348. 
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COM Police Officer Arbry Clifton finds patrolling 
on his bike makes for a more secure campus because 
on.the bicycle he is able to reach less accessible places 
more easily. Clifton and COM Police Officer Robyn 
Hensley make up the bike patrol. 

(Photo by Bill Glenn) 

COM police officer pursues dream 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

Many little boys grow up with dreams of becoming a 
policeman or a fireman, and College of the Mainland po
lice officer Arbry Clifton was no exception. He was able 
to make that dream come true in 1993 when he decided to 
pursue his boyhood dream and entered the police acad
emy at Alvin Community College. 

Clifton accepted his first job as a police officer when 
he became a part-time member of the COM Police Team 
in December 1993,just two weeks after he graduated. 

Last December he became a full-time team member. 
Clifton had been a social worker for 10 years when 

he experienced burnout and decided he needed to make a 
career change. Becoming a police officer was a logical 
choice considering his desire to help others, coupled with 
the fact he enjoyed serving as a military police officer in 
the Texas State Guard. 

Clifton enjoys the college atmosphere here, the pub
lic relations and the close contact he has with people on 
campus. He says the problems he encounters at COM are 
less stressful than those he encountered in social work. 
Beyond that, when police problems do arise on campus, 
they are resolved quickly. 

Another aspect of COM police work that appeals to 
Clifton is being on the COM bike patrol even though he 
admits it is a bit cold in the winter. 

Clifton and COM police officer Robyn Hensley are 
the only two who have been patrolling the campus on bikes. 
The rest of the bikes are now being refurbished and other 

team members are being trained for the patrol. 
Since the two have been on bikes, Clifton says thefts 

and burglaries have subsided on campus. The bikes en
sure tighter security because the officers are able to get in 
and out of hard-to-reach areas. 

This April in Austin, Clifton will receive training in 
being a mental health peace officer. The training, the first 
of its kind, will certify him to work with individuals who 
have emotional problems. He also is planning to attend a 
Crime Stoppers training session so he can present that pro-
gram here. , 

Although Clifton, who is a native of Grand Rapids, 
Mich., enjoys police work, he has not ruled out teaching 
which he also enjoys. He taught entrance-level adolescent 
sociology as a substitute teacher at Jordan College in Grand 
Rapids when he was an upper classman working on his 
bachelor of science degree in psychology. 

Later he earned a master's degree in social work from 
Gnmd Valley State University in Allendale, Mich. and is 
qualified to teach and counsel in the mental health areas 
of family violence, marriage and family relations, and child 
abuse. Clifton also is qualified to counsel or teach teen 
and adolesent psychopathology. 

Clifton and Katie, his wife, who is a nurse at Alvin 
Community Hospital, have two daughters, 3-year-old 
Amanda and 1-year-old Courtney. "Amanda is special," 
Clifton said, "because she was born on Christmas Day. 
Courtney is barely 1, but she loves to dance to Maureen 
McCormick's (Marcia Brady on the TV sitcom, The Brady 
Bunch) country and western CD." 

To call the COM Police Team call (4o<J) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, Ext. 403. For emergencies call Ext 599. 

Professor stresses rehabilitation, not punishment 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Staff Reporter 

From the hills of West Virginia to the hallowed halls 
of Harvard, from the streets of New York City to the cam
pus of College of the Mainland, Dr. Marty Caylor's love 
of "human beings" remains true. 

Dr. Caylor, who teaches sociology at COM, left her 
native West Virginia to attend Harvard University in Cam
bridge, Mass., where she received her bachelor's degree 
in social relations-a combination of psychology and so
ciology. It was here that she "first became interested in 
social work." 

Dr. Caylor went on to New York City to attend the 
New York School of Social Work. 

She had completed one year toward her master's de
gree when she went home for the summer. While on sum
mer break she met her husband and didn't return to school. 

Beginning her career as a social worker, Dr. Caylor 
worked with runaways and did family counseling. She said 
she only experienced "one or two individuals so destroyed 
they would have to be considered unreachable. Two out of 
thousands." She believes human beings can be rehabili•
tated and that in many situations rehabilitation should be 
attempted rather than punishment. 

Dr. Caylor married and raised four children. Her hus
band was transferred and they packed up the family and 
moved to Baton Rouge, La. While in Baton Rouge, Dr. 
Caylor attended Louisiana State University and finally 
earned her master's degree. 

Then her husband was once again transferred. This 
time to Texas, where they have lived for the last 22 years. 

Dr. Caylor began teaching deviance and social work 
courses part-time at University of Houston-Clear Lake and 
sociology at COM. Eleve.n years ago when a full-time 
position became available, Dr. Caylor began teaching full
time at COM. 

Five years ago she took time off from teaching to earn 

her doctorate from Texas Women's University in Denton. 
Dr. Caylor teaches several sociology courses includ

ing Intro to Sociology, Social Problems, Social Work, 
Anthropology, Family and Marriage, and Multicultural 
Studies. She also teaches at CO M's law enforcement acad
emy. 

Dr. Caylor periodically teaches aging and law enforce
ment courses at UHCL. 

Dr. Caylor said she enjoyed social work and she en-

joys teaching. She said she does not know which she pre
fers, but by teaching she can "reach and teach more people 
to prepare them to go into social work." 

1!1 a society rife with social problems such as gangs, 
homelessness, deviances and addictions, Dr. Caylor be
lieves "the core of all these problems is inequality." 

By educating her students about our society and all it 
entails, Dr. Caylor is truly making a difference in a world 
that frequently ignores unpleasantness. 

Her years or experience and her love or teaching show as COM professor, Dr. Marty Caylor, lectures to students 
on sociological problems that affect human beings. (Photo by Murray Getz) 
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Selena fan honors memory, attends casting call 
By LYDIA J. VASQUEZ 
Staff Reporter 

If you love Tejano music, you proba}?ly remember 
where you were on March 31, 1995, when you heard the 
news that one ofTejano music's most beloved superstars 
had been shot and killed in Corpus Christi. 

Selena Quintanilla Perez, better known to her fans 
simply as Selena, was a young, talented, beautiful enter
tainer whose life was cut short at age 23 by the former 
president of her fan club, Yolanda Saldivar, that fateful 
day. 

Loved and adored by the Hispanic community, Selena 
was best known for her smile, her friendly, outgoing per
sonality, and her talent as a singer and dancer which 
earned her the nickname "Queen ofTejano." She was loved 
by young and old alike and was a role model for many 
young Hispanic girls who desperately needed one. She had 
come from a modest background and became internation
ally famous. 

The response to her death was immediate and swept 
across Texas and the rest of the nation like wildfire. People 
were shocked, saddened and angered by such a beautiful 
person being senselessly murdered. 

The singer left behind her parents, a sister and brother 
and her husband Chris Perez, who played guitar in Selena's 
band. Selena and Chris would have celebrated their third 
anniversary April 2, two days after she was murdered. 

After her death fans set up vigils and watches all across 
the country. 

Selena's Corpus Christi home was turned into a vir
tual shrine, adorned with thousands of flowers, posters, 
photographs and mementos. The hotel room where she was 
shot also was covered in flowers and messages by griev
ing fans who demanded justice for the murder of the slain 
superstar. 

More than 50,000 people stood in a line that stretched 
for blocks to pay their last respects at Selena's wake. Some 
cried and held each other, some prayed, some just looked 
on in disbelief. Clearly, Selena had touched more lives 
than anyone ever imagined. 

Shutterbugs see light; 
learn photo techniques 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

"Burn this comer a little more, crop right here and 
darken the sky," were the critical, yet helpful comments 
Ann Stautberg made to her students. An instructor at the 
College of the Mainland, entering her third semester as 
the photo instructor in the COM photo department, she 
has the task of introducing her beginning students to the 
fascinating world of shutter speeds, f-stops and depth of 
field. 

A Houston resident, Stautberg received her bachelor's 
degree from Texas Christian University in Dallas and her 
master of fine arts from the University of Dallas. 

When teaching commitments permit, she sends her 
photographic work to the Barry Whistler Gallery in Dal
las for exhibit and sale. Stautberg specializes in hand-col
ored black and white murals of fine arts subjects, such as 
nature, landscapes and architecture. Her work may be seen 
as spectacular wall decor in the Exxon Building and the 
Fine Arts Museum in Houston. The Federal Reserve Build
ing and the Museum of Fine Arts, both in Dallas, also dis
play her distinctive work. 

Most of Stautberg's students are beginners and quickly 
become involved in exposing, processing and printing 
black and white images. Stautberg's enthusiasm and dedi
cation are evident as the budding photographers proudly 
show her the partially completed work and seek her knowl
edgeable critique on how to improve their photographic 
efforts. 

In order to further crea~ interest, the students are es-

Now, one year after her death, she is still a superstar. 
She was working on her first English-language album 

when she was killed. It was to be her "crossover" album, 
the album that would have introduced her to the English 
mainstream music market, and hopefully made her just as 
successful. When the album, Dreaming of You, was re
leased, fans swarmed to music stores to buy it. The album 
has sold millions of copies and is still selling. Other mer
chandise with her name on it has become sought after, 
including her previous albums. 

Warner Brothers is going to make a movie about 
Selena's life. Casting calls have been held in San Antonio, 
Los Angeles, Chicago, New York and Miami. Thousands 
and thousands of Hispanic girls and women have attended, 
some camping out overnight, most standing in line for 
hours for the chance of a lifetime. 

This reporter had the opportunity to aucnd the cast
ing call in San Antonio. . 

My dad and I arrived at El Mercado (Market Square) 
around 8 a.m. The doors weren't even supposed to open 
until 10 a.m., and the line was already long. There were 
literally thousands of Hispanic girls and women. I stood 
in line for 2 1/2 hours before I got in the door. They asked 
everyone the same few questions and then sent us on our 
way. It was absolutely overwhelming. 

My dad and I sat down to eat afterwards and the line 
was even longer than before. Imagine a steady stream for 
more than five hours, all young Hispanic girls and women 
who want to play Selena in the movie. It made me feel 
small_ to see how many people I was up against. I saw 
three women who could have been Selena's twins. They 
looked exactly like her, and I have a feeling I will see one 
of them when the movie comes out. 

News reporters and cameras were congregated around 
the area. People everywhere were filming and taking pic
tures. One little girl was collecting signatures from some 
of the people in line. She even asked me to sign her shirt, 
and I posed with her brother for a photograph. 

One of the Warner Brothers staff mentioned to me 
that this was the biggest turnout for a casting call in the 
hi~tory of Warner Brothers, possibly in the history ofHol-

Lydia J. Vasquez, COM staff reporter, is all smiles as 
she recalls her March 16 Selena casting call experi
ence in San Antonio. (Photo by Murray Getz) 

lywood. I think everyone is about to see the impact that 
Hispanics can have on the movie industry. I figure that I 
will never be Selena, just Lydia, but I had a great time in 
San Antonio. It's not every day that you get to go to a 
Hollywood casting call. · 

Soon, Selena will be immortalized on screen. Her 
music and our memories of her will live on forever. She 
touched so many lives and she will never be forgotten. 

In Memory of Selena Quintanilla Perez, 1971-1995 
Tejano's brightest star will shine onforever. .. 

COM photography instructor Ann Statttberg, middle, gil'es helpful suggestions to students Lesta Schmidt, left, 
and Schelli Slocumb on how to improve their photographic technique. (Photo by Murray Getz) 

corted by their instructor on field trips where they train 
their cameras on interesting subjects.They also are exposed 
to events important to the photographic community, such 
as the activities surrounding the worldwide attention be
ing focused on Houston's Foto Fest'96. 

"I hope to inspire my students to look carefully and 
see things they hadn't noticed before and translate those 

things into photographic images," Stautberg said. 
Judging from the intense activity and promising work 

exhibited by Stautberg's young photo hopefuls, it looks as 
if her teaching methods are being absorbed and positive 
results seem inevitable. 

For additional information, call (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, Ext. 285. 
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COM students participate in March GCIC Sports Day SAB activities slate full 
for remainder of spring 

Three students walk by the sign welcoming participants to the GCIC Sports Day competition held March 5 at 
COM. This all-day event featured sports ranging from table tennis to 3-on-3 basketball and was held at various 
sites throughout the area. (Photo by Murray Getz) 

Marathoner loves to run, run, run 
By RICK GILLIAM 
Sports/Features Editor 

Running isn't for everyone. But for College of the 
Mainland student Dalton Pulsipher, running is a way of 
life. 

Pulsipher, who resides in Alta Loma, competed in the 
Houston Tenneco Marathon in February. He not only·com
peted in the prestigious marathon, he finished as well. In 
fact, the 19-year-old came in seventh place in his age divi
sion. 

"I got started running a long time ago," Pulsipher said. 
"I guess I was about 6 or 8. I ran in my first Fun Run 
(usually five miles or less) when I was in the fifth grade." 

Pulsipher had an incentive to begin his running ca
reer. He wanted to be as good if not better than his father 
was. "My dad was in the service and one day I was talking 
to him and he said he ran a lot. He said he ran a mile and a 
half in 10 minutes exactly. I aske(,i him if he thought I'd 
ever be able to run as fast as he could and he said 'No, 
you' II never be able to run that fast.' 

"So I just said, 'All right, I'm going to see if I can do 
that.' So I started running." 

From the sixth through the eighth grade, Pulsipher 
ran an average of three miles a day. But in the ninth grade, 
he stepped it up a little. "That's when I started doing about 
five or six miles a day and for the last few years, I've been 
doing at least seven or eight miles a day." 

He said it takes "usually about an hour" to run the 
seven or eight miles. . 

Pulsipher, born in Guam while his dad was in the ser
vice, moved to this area when his dad was stationed at 
Ellington Air Force Base in Houston. He graduated from 
Texas City High School where he ran track and cross coun
try for four years. 

"I'm not a three-mile runner. I'm a big mileage run
ner," Pulsipher said. "I can hold a three-mile pace of about 
six minutes a mile. But the thing is, I can't make myself 

go any faster for three miles. 
"If I'm in a race, I can 

hold that pace the entire 
eight miles. I just can't run 
any faster in shorter dis
tances. That's probably psy
chological, but that's just 
how it is with me." 

To train for marathon 
running, Pulsipher said some 

people use books, while oth- Dalton Pulsipher 
ers just run. He runs. 

"Actually, I don't use books or anything, I just go out 
every day and run. I figure on a weekend I'll do at least 20 
miles." 

He said training for a marathon is a five-week pro
cess. "One week, you do about 50 miles that week. And 
for the next three weeks, you're doing an average of about 
13 or 14 miles a day. And that's every single day of the 
week. I don't miss a day at all. You run that no matter how 
tired you are or what the situation is. You even run at 2 in 
the morning if you have to. 

"And then the last week, you slow yourself down and 
maybe run about 20 or 30 miles the week before the mara
thon. That not only gets your body rested, it also kind of 
puts your body in shock. 

"For the last two days, you don't run at all. Then when 
the day of the marathon gets here, your body is in so much 
shock from not running, that it's really reapy to run~• 

Pulsipher has competed in two Houston Tenneco 
Marathons and has plans to run in the San Francisco Mara
thon in July. 

"I do run a bunch of Fun Runs, and I usually finish 
first through third in my age group." 

He has participated in most of the area Fun Runs, in
cluding the COM Turkey Trot and the Moonlight Mad-. . 
ness. 

"I can't even name all the Fun Runs I've been in." 

By RICK GILLIAM 
Sports/Features Editor 

Three College of the Mainland students finished with second place tro
phies during the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Spring Sports Day 
hosted by COM Match 5. 

Robert Rodriguez, Ferdinand Acouetey and Brian Flick took second 
place in the men's tennis, table tennis and 8-ball competition respectively at 
the event, which was held at three different venues in the area, including the 
COM campus, the Lowry Center tennis courts in Texas City and the 
Friendswood Sports Park softball facility. 

Eight conference colleges and 256 students participated in the event, 
according to rnM Recreational Programs Coordinator Maryann Urick. 

"It was a very successful clay," Urick said. "We had good participation 
from all the schools. Our main concern is just that everyone gets to play and 
join the activities. I think overall that it was a great success and we 're really 
glad that it didn't rain." 

Rodriguez won four matches and lost one to capture second place in 
men's tennis. He lost in the finals to Scott IJnd of Kingwood College. San 
Jacinto Central's Bobby Simpson came in third place. 

Acouetey defeated David Hudgins from Lee College Baytown, in the 
semifinals of the table tennis competition, then fell in the finals to Asako 
Ewah ofNonh Harris Community College. Hudgens finished in third place. 

Flick defeated Lin-Nark Duff of North Harris in the semis of the 8-ball 
competition, then got stung by Adam Andrea from San Jacinto Central in the 
finals. Kingwood's Joe Gonzales finished in third place. 

COM's volleyball team finished in third place by losing to Tomball 11-
7, 11-9, then defeating Kingwood 11-6, 12-10 for the trophy. COM finished 
second in its pool to make the trophy finals before dropping the first game of 
the finals and finishing in third place overall. The COM volleyball team had 
a 4-2 record in matches during pool play. 

In the men's racquetball competition, CO M's Eddie Palomo took fourth 
place behind Kingwood's Troy Proffitt, Thomas Rice from Galveston Col
lege and Cat Gonzales from San Jacinto North. 

COM failed to place in the women's tennis, 3-on-3 basketball and soft
ball competition. Brazosport's Donna Cady swept through the women's ten

. nis field with a 4-0 record to take the first place trophy, followed by Jennifer 
Torres from North Harris in second and Galveston's Brittany Dertein in third. 

Galveston also won the 3-on-3 basketball tournament by defeating San 
Jacinto Central 52-44 in the finals. Brazosport took third with a low-scoring 
19-16 win over Lee. Galveston defeated Lee44-29 in the semis. 

San Jacinto North took first in the softball competition, followed by San 
Jacinto Central in second, Brazosport in third and Lee in fourth. 

COM Recreational Programs Coordinator Maryann Urick, left, and Coordina
tor of Continuing Education Mike Cady map out the details of the GCIC Sports 
Day competition held March 5 at COM. (Photo by Murray Getz) 

COM students Albert Pabalah, left, and Ferdinand Acouetey competed in the 
Table Tennis event at the GCIC Sports Day hosted by COM March S. Aconetey 
took second place in the competition. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

By RICK GILLIAM 
Sports/Features Editor 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board has a full slate of activities 
planned for the remainder of the spring semester. 

COM Recreational Programs Coordinator Maryann Urick has been the SAB spon
sor since 1978 and this year's board is one of busiest ever. "We have a very energetic 
and active group this year," Urick said. "They're really working hard to make sure 
students have some entertaining activities at COM." · 

The SAB already sponsors weekly basketball and volleyball leagues for students 
and then in April, the activities really begin to heat up. 

The Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Bowling Sports Day will be held April 
2 at theAnnadilla Lanes in Houston. Urick said six males and six females are needed 
to compete against the other schools in the conference. 

"We'll take a van and leave at 7:30 a.m. and should be back by about 1 p.m.," she 
said. 

Also on April 2, the SAB will hold an Easter Egg Hunt during College Hour on 
campus. 

The second Student Concerns Forum with Dean Bass and Dean Pope will be 
held April 11 at 12:30 p.m. in Room A-127 of the Administration Building, and on 
April 18, the SAB will sponsor the GCIC Beach Volleyball and Golf tournaments in 
Galveston. 

The volleyball tournament will be held at Stewart Beach and the Golf Tourna
ment will be at the Municipal Golf Course. 

"We need people to sign up for these activities," Urick said. "Students can come 
by the gym to sign up or to get more information." 

The Annual Student vs. Employees Basketball game will be held April 19 at 5 
p.m. in the COM gym. "This is always fun," Urick said. 

Plans are being finalized for an April 20 Springfest, according to Urick. "Don't 
ask me what that is because I'm really not sure," she said. "I do know that they (SAB) 
want it to be something unique and different." 

The SAB is in charge of distributing activity funds to the various COM clubs and 
organizations for projects and entertainment. 

The SAB sponsors and funds programs such as the recent performance by the 
acoustic rock duo, Settie, and t~e post Mardi Gras Dance held Feb. 23 at the Student 
Center. SAB members organize and host these events. 

Any interested student can become an SAB member. For more information about 
the SAB or to join, call Urick at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 418. 

Meetings are held each Tuesday at 12:30 p.m. in the COM gym, Room P-110, 
unless an activity is scheduled. If there is an SAB activity scheduled, then the meet
ing is at 4:30 p.m. 

Slick 50 Nationals thunder into Baytown 
ByLYDIAJ. VASQUEZ 
Staff Reporter 

Get ready, Houston-area race fans, because the event you 
have been waiting for all year has arrived! 

The Slick 50 Nationals thunder into Houston Raceway Park 
Thursday, March 28, through Sunday, March 31. The National 
Hot Rod Association, drivers and crew are all fired up for what 
promises to be an exciting season. 

All of your favorite drivers and their powerful cars will be 
there, from Warren Johnson in his Pro Stock Oldsmobile, to Cruz 
Pedregon in his Pontiac Top Fuel Funny Car, to the unbelievable 
4-second quarter mile times achieved by drivers like Joe Amato 
and Kenny Bernstein in the blazing Top Fuel dragster class. 

If you have never attended a national event, you might won
der what makes professional drag racing so exciting. Imagine ac
celerating to more than 300 mph in less than five seconds, and 
you might begin to comprehend. 

To fully experience the raw power, be in the stands when a 
Top Fuel dragster blows by you. It will shake you in your boots! 

famous Budweiser King Dragster. 
Bernstein was the first driver to top the 300 mph barrier 

when fie hit 301 .70 mph March 20, 1992 in Gainesville, Fla. 
He also became the first driver to break the 310 mph barrier 
with a 311.85 mph run in the semifinals and backed that with 
an NHRA national record of 314.46 mph in the finals of the 
1994 Winston Select Finals at Pomona, Calif. 

General admission tickets are $10 Thursday, $25 Friday, 
$34 Saturday and $38 Sunday (prices include pit pass). Chil
dren under 15 (up to two) are admitted free to general admis
sion and pit area when accompanied by an adult. 

Reserved seating is $31 Friday, $44 Saturday and $48 
Sunday (prices includes general admission, pit pass and re
served seat). Children reserved seats are $16 Friday and $20 
Saturday and Sunday. Motor home passes are $400 all four 
days. 

Houston Raceway Park is located off Texas 146 in 
Baytown. However, you probably won't have trouble finding 
it; just follow all of the cars. It is best to get there early be
cause traffic can get backed up. 

The Budweiser King Top Fuel Dragster driven by Texas native Kenny Bernstein will be one of the powerful cars 
competing at the NHRA Slick 50 Nationals in Baytown March Z8 through 31. Bernstein is a five-time world 
champion driver. 

As usual, spectator tickets cost less than pit-side tickets. Pit 
passes en<;1ble you to be on the same side of the stands where the 
drivers and crew are set up. You can observe the crew working on 
the car, and you might even meet a famous driver like Bernstein. 

The Dallas resident had a lackluster season in 1995, but is 
ready to charge back to the top of the Top Fuel category in his 

The events run from early morning to evening, with the 
final eliminations on Sunday at 11 a.m. All parking is in fields 
surrounding the track and can get messy after a good down
pour. Don't forget sunblock and money for refreshments and 
the ever-popular event souvenir T-shirt. 

See you there. May the best drivers and fastest cars win! 
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Campus Life 
Navy recruiter voyages 
from vessels to history 
By LOUISE HAMPTON 
Advertising Coordinator 

Cliff Barnes is not your typical sailor. Yes, he is in the 
Navy, and yes, he does wear a Navy uniform, that of a 
first class sonar technician. But he is not stationed on board 
a naval vessel, nor does he get underway (that means go
ing to sea for all you landlubbers). 

Instead, he leaves his home in League City six morn
ings a week and drives to Texas City, where he is the re
cruiter-in-charge of the Galveston County recruiting of
fice. Two of those mornings he makes a stop at College of 
the Mainland to attend an English class. This is Barnes' 
second semester at COM, taking some basic courses be
fore going on to complete his bachelor's degree. 

The Navy has been a part of Barnes life since 1981 
when he went into the service from his hometown of 
Gilmer. In addition to service and technical schools and 
another tour of duty as a recruiter in Conway, Ark., he has 
spent time aboard two submarines, the USS Woodrow 
Wilson and the USS Maryland. 

Barnes is married to his high school sweetheart. Patti, 
a daycare worker, also is a student at COM pursuing a 
degree in elementary education. They have two children, 
Richard, 9, and Jennifer, 7. 

Along with one other sailor, Peuy Officer 2nd Class 
Charles Hamilton, Barnes has the overall responsibility of 
the recruiting efforts of southern Galveston County and 
the Bolivar Peninsula. In what Barnes calls an ordinary 
week, he may work 60 or more hours. He sees people in 
the office, goes to potential recruits' homes and gives talks 
at local high schools. Like an evangelist, he spreads the 
Navy gospel with great passion and enthusiasm. 

One area he is passionate about is the educational 
opportunities the Navy has to offer individuals who join. 

The Navy has three programs to provide sailors with 
financial assistance: Tuition Assistance, an in-service col
lege support program that pays a portion of tuition for 
courses taken by active duty sailors; the Montgomery GI 
Bill, a program that allows new enlistees who enroll to 
pay $ 100 per month for one year and in return they re
ceive up to $16,000 for college expenses; and the Navy 
College Fund, a program that offers even more funds, up 
to about $15,000, for college expenses. The fund is for 

Petty Officer 1st Class Cliff Barnes, right, gives information to COM-student Tiffany Bryant, center, about 
three financial assistance programs the Navy offers to enlistees. Barnes and Petty Officer 2nd Class Charles 
Hamilton are recruiters in Texas City. (Photo by Murray Getz) 

high school graduates who are academically qualified for 
college, but need financial aid. All these programs require 
a commitment for the enlistee to spend time on active duty. 

Barnes says the Navy encourages all people in the 
service to continue their education. Navy personnel should 
not waste these opportunities, he says. 

"I was lazy," Barnes states regretfully. "For 10 years I 
did not pursue my education because I was a fool." 

Since then he has earned an associate's degree from 
City University of Washington in Bellevue. He received 
his credits by attending regular classes, taking advantage 
of PACE, a Program for Afloat College Education which 
allows sailors to attend classes while at sea and also by 
taking CLEP tests. (A CLEP test is a general exam that 
measures college level achievement in the liberal arts.) 
Barnes now works just as hard at his education as he does 
at his job. 

He expects to continue his education at the Univer
sity of Houston-Clear Lake in the summer, seeking a de
gree in history, a subject he is almost as passionate about 
as he is about the Navy. He wants to teach social studies at 
the junior high level. 

Barnes advocates a very traditional approach to teach
ing history to our c;ountry's youth. "I think it is important 
to understand the truth about our history and teach our 
children this truth. 

With his degree in hand, Barnes plans to return to East 
Texas, "anywhere Lufkin or north," with his family to teach 
history. "I have five more years left in the Navy, and then 
I return to civilian life." · 

For more information about any of the programs the 
Navy offers or any questions about the Navy, please call 
Barnes at the recruiting office in Texas City at (409) 948-
1201 or (409) 948-1861. 

Cosmetology course leads to career 
By BILL GLENN 
Staff Reporter 

In the eight years since it was founded, the cosmetol
ogy department at College of the Mainland has graduated 
between 400 and 4 50 state licensed cosmetologists, stated 
Connie Foster, assistant professor and team leader of cos
metology. Of those, approximately 85 percent have 
been, or are now employed as cosmetologists. 

The one-year course leading to a license costs around 
$1,000. Cost includes a kit which contains all supplies, 
books, uniforms and.lab jackets. Foster said this com
pares to $4,000 to $5,000 charged by most private schools. 

A two-year course leading to an associate's degree 
has been discontinued. "A lot of students intended to re
turn for the second year, but lost interest when they imme
diately began making money," Foster said. 

Many of the graduates are self-employed, either in 
their own salons, or by renting stations in established sa
lons. Many are in management positions with existing 
chains, such as Visible Changes. 

Foster enthusiastically tells of one new innovation in 
the department which allows students of Hitchcock and 
Santa Fe high schools to attend classes at their schools for 
half a day and then to attend classes at the COM cosme-

tology facility for half a day. Provided they maintain their 
scholastic grades, they are eligible to take the examina
tion for the license upon graduation. 

Foster indicated that this allows students to immedi
ately step into a paying job enabling them to attend col
lege or to do whatever they wish that requir~s an income. 

Foster also expressed excitement about the 
department's new concept of team teaching. This means 
that students are intermingled in classes without regard to 
their time in the course. This enables them to advance at 
their own pace, newer students learning ·from those who 
have more experience in the program. 

Foster is planning-to add several new courses to the 
curriculum including nail technology (formerly manicur
ing), facials and health spa management. 

As part of the regular course work, students study 
chemistry of products, anatomy, salon management and 
salon operations. Foster asserted that upon graduation the 
student is fully qualified in all aspects of the business. Night 
courses are available for those who prefer them. The hours 
are 5:45 to 9 p.m. Monday through Thursdays. Daytime 
hours are from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Other members of the cosmetology team include Kim 
Mayes, instructor; Ellen Johnson, nighttime instructor; and 
Kim Wright, nail technology instructor. 



Math issues, grades 
discussed at forum 
By JOSE GALVAN 
Copy Editor 

A Student Concerns Forum was held Feb. 22 at 
College of the Mainland. The forum gave students 
the chance to voice their concerns and opinions to 
Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean oflnstruction and Student 
Development. and Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of Col
lege and Financial Services. 

Twenty-four people attended. 
Student Government President April Fields 

asked whether the use of calculators on math tests 
had been banned. Developmental math instructor 
Joanne Kendall said that graphing calculators (ones 
used for solving graph equations) will not be allowed 
on developmental math tests beginning Summer I. 

Math adjunct instructor Sara Giles said students 
should not use calculators because they will not be 
able to use them on tests. 

Giles asked Dr. Bass whether students still in 
high school could take the TASP test Dr. Bass said 
he wasn't sure but suggested they take the appraisal 
test which is a requirement for admission to COM. 

Student Government ParliamentarianVanessa 
Emmitte asked what a grade definition is. (What is 
an A, or a B?) Dr. Bass said that grades should be 
clarified by the instructor or on the class syllabus. 

Many people asked about registering for classes 
by phone. "Telephone registration should be installed 
by the end of the year," Dr. Pope said. 

The next Student Concerns Forum will be held 
April 11 in Room A-127 of the Administration Build
ing at 12:30 p.m. 
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Spring Fine Arts Festival set April 25 
By BRAD STEVENSON 
Illustrations Editor 

Do you like art, theater and live musical entertain
ment? Plans are now underway for a one-day festival at 
College of the Mainland that should have something for 
everyone. 

The Spring Fine Arts Festival, planned for Thursday, 
April 25, will feature a student art sale, a student art show, 
music performances, theater club skits, graphic arts dem
onstrations and other art-related events. The festival, hosted 
by the COM Student Art Association, will run from 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m. in the Fine Arts Complex. 

One goal of the festival, particularly the art sale, is to 
raise money, said ceramics Professor Betty Polifka, spon
sorof the StudentArtAssociation. "Students sell their work · 
and give 10 percent back to the art association fund. Part 
of the art sale money goes to scholarships." 

An art scholarship will be awarded to a student at the 
student art show gallery opening the night of the festival. 
Palifka said the amount of money awarded varies each 
year. Last year's art scholarship was $150. 

Students who wish to participate in the art sale, which 
will last all day, may pick up registration forms in the Fine 
Arts Office. Palifka said the association will give students 
further information on presenting their artwork for sale, 
and will get them set up the day before the sale. 

A lineup of festival events follows: The drama club 
Theatrix, new to the festival, will perform skits and pre
sentations at 12:30 p.m. This will be followed at 2 p.m. by 
painting, pottery and graphic arts demonstrations presented 
in various classrooms. 

The music department performances will begin at 1 :30 
p.m with a piano recital. 

The Jazz Combo, set to play at 3 p.m., will perform 
classical and contemporary jazz pieces. "If it's a nice sunny 

day we hope to set up right outside the Fine Arts Build
ing," Director Sparky Koerner said. "It'll be some lively 
jazz music to help it be a festive occasion." 

COM Singers will perform at 4:30 p.m.,with the Stu
dio Singers following at 5. 

The Clarinet Quintet will begin at 5:30 p.m, and will 
play "a variety of short ditties," including polkas and "a 
little Mozart," said woodwinds Professor John Wolfskill. 
A six-member flute choir will perform at 6 p.m, followed 
by the guitar ensemble at 6:30. 

The student art show opens at 7 p.m. in the Fine Arts 
Gallery and will feature an awards presentation. To par
ticipate in the art show, student artists need to submit art
work to be judged by the faculty. "The best pieces that 
have been done during the whole year will go in the gal
lery," Palifka said. 

The arts festival will coincide with the Arena Theatre's 
regular run of Inherit the Wind at 8 p.m. 

For more information on the Spring Fine Arts Festi
val contact Polifka at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, 
Exts. 349/348. 

Course teaches use of guns for protection, safety 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

Rape, robbery, hold~ps, murder! The sordid details 
of these crimes scream at us in never-ending volume from 
our newspapers and on TV every single day, mandating 
that something has to be done, and done now to curb these 
drastic crimes. 

In an attempt to stem this terrible trend, new courses 
are pow being offered at the College of the Mainland to 
stress personal protection and self-defense methods that 
will increase the safety of the individual and his or her 
loved ones. 

Veteran police officer Bob Williamson, director of 
Training in the Law Enforcement, Correctional and Secu
rity Programs, will head up the classes being offered. He 
will be assisted by five instructors, each with more than 
10 years of peace officer experience. The week-long 
courses began March 25, and will be offered again April 2 
and May 11. 

The initial course, Personal Protection Program, is a 
non-credit Continuing Education offering that consists of 
a one week, 24-hour-contact class. 

Students will find this course to be a combination of 
four highly recognized courses developed by the National 
Rifle Association. The class will feature instruction in per
sonal protection measures and devices, self-defense, in
cluding how to deter crime as well as how to recognize 
and avoid threatening situations. 

The class, open to students over the age of 21, is strictly 
supervised and includes instruction in the proper selec
tion, storage and handling of a firearm. Only after the stu
dents have acquired these skills will they be permitted to 
enter the firing range, where they will develop confidence 
and the necessary know-how required in the safe use of a 
weapon. 

Officer Charlie Jackson, coordinator of the Firearms 
and Security Programs, said, "Our main purpose is to im
prove the safety of the students and their loved ones, and 

to drastically lower their chances of becoming victims." 
The second course, Concealed Handgun Permit, be

gan March 18 and will also be offered again beginning 
March 29, April 22 and May 3. 

This course is designed for individuals who want to 
obtain a permit to carry a concealed handgun. This will be 
a carefully supervised course open only to students over 
·the age of 21. The topics taught will be those developed 
by the state of Texas, which requires the passage of a dif
ficult written test and a minimum accuracy of 70 percent 
in the use of a handgun. 

Williamson pointed out that the anticipated flood of 
applicants for permits has not developed. The reason for 
this may be the strict supervision and difficu!ty for appli
cants to successfully pass the demanding requirements. 

"We want basically to prepare the student to have the 
proper training and confidence to avoid confrontations, 
and to know how to safely and responsibly deal with it if 
comes," Williamson said. 

For additional information, call (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, Ext. 28-5. 

Proper handgun stance is a top teaching priority with instructors Charlie Jackson, left, and Bob Williamson, 
director of Training in the Law Enforcement, Correctional and Security Programs. (Photo by Murray Getz) 
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Entertainment 

Teacher trades castanets · for classrooms 
By BILL GLENN 
Staff Reporter 

She has played on the same bill with Beverly Sills, 
Imogene Coca, Don Ameche, Carmen Miranda and other 
stars who would make a virtual Who's Who of 1950s era 
entertainment figures. 

She is Arlyn Getz, College of the Mainland's Con
tinuing Education instructor of flamenco dance and the 
wife and mother respectively of COM students Murray 
and Larry Getz. 

In her youth she studied dance and music, but her heart 
leaned toward dance. "t1Y father wanted me to go to Rice 
University; he wanted me to be an engineer," she said 

At her parent's insistence, she attended The Julliard 
School in New York City to study music. While there, she 
decided that dancing was her real desire. "I had really never 
changed my mind." 

Getz studied ballet and flamenco under some of the 
greatest artists of the time including Agnes de Mille and 
Jose Greco's teacher, La Quica. She studied the styles and 
techniques of every dancer whom she observed. 

Getz is only 4 feet 10 inches tall, while the classic 
image of a ballerina is taller. Her height militated against 
her efforts to perform in the ballet. 

One day her instructor asked her if she would like to 
meet someone in flamenco. She agreed and was introduced 
to a male dancer who was billed as Manolo. She took Trini 
for a stage name and the team Trini and Manolo was born. 

Her eyes shone as she told of the instant rapport in the 
dance that was established. Before meeting Arlyn, Manolo 
had been booked as a "doubles" act but he had lost his 
partner. The act was scheduled to be onstage just two days 
following the meeting with Arlyn. Getz obtained a cos-

tume and the two furiously worked up a routine. 
An agent saw them and offered an engagement in New 

Jersey. He told them that it was for one week, but if they 
were held over, he would be their agent. They played the 
second week and their career was launched. 

They performed 15 times a week for $25. "We had to 
split that $25," she said. And then, laughing, added, "But 
there was the meal," which was included in their salary. 

They played hotels, restaurants, nightclubs and legiti
mate theaters all over the country, including Las Vegas. 
They grew more successful, and money increased until 
she was able to tell her father not to send any more checks. 
"I'm making money now." 

During World War II they entertained the troops; how
ever, she was too young to go overseas with Martha Raye. 
They joined the touring company of Carmen where she 
became acquainted with Beverly Sills. 

Getz told of the time Manolo injured his leg while 
they were booked at a club. The doctor said he would never 
walk again. The owner of the club insisted that they fulfill 
the contract. He also insisted that Manolo remain. She 
worked up a single and performed. In a month Manolo 
was back on his feet, and they continued to perform. 

Her favorite engagement was two trips on the 
Mauretania (sister ship to the Lusitania). "It was wonder
ful. We were first-class passengers, and it was paid for." 

Contracted for a Broadway show which failed to ma
terialize, she felt hurt and disappointed, and she reap
praised her future. Her decision was to return to Houston 
and start a school of dance. She loved teaching. "A true 
artist does not rest on her laurels; she passes on to others." 

She opened her school, known as Dance Arts, with 
17 students. Within four months enrollment had grown to 
60. She ran the school for 25 years. 

She taught for six years at the University of Houston 

Arlyn Getz in her days as Trini in· the flamenco dance 
team ofTrini and Manolo executes a quick turn in their 
fiery dance routine. Getz teaches flamenco at COM. 

where she was asked to teach movement to the athletes-
mostly football players. "They would put their hands on 
the top of my head and hold me. I was powerless to do 
anything." As retaliation for joking with her, she showed 
them movements that she knew th!!y could not make. "It 
took about two weeks to win them over." 

When asked about other milestones in life, she said 
her marriage to Murray and having three children was a 
milestone. She told Murray, "If you had married me ear
lier, we would have had a dozen." She lamented she is not 
a grandmother, "So many women today do not want a fam
ily. But, to me, it is the natural order of things." 

Courtroom drama J nherit the Wind opens April 11 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

You can forget your L.A. Law, overlook Law and Or
der, click the remote off on Matlock, and completely dis
regard Perry Mason because the grandfather of all court
room dramas is now heading our way. 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre will open 

Inherit the Wind April 11. This exciting play has thrilled 
theater and motion picture audiences for many years. 

Written by Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee, Wind 
is based on the March 1925 Scopes Monkey Trial which 
gained international attention during that hot July sum
mer in Dayton, Tenn. 

Scopes, a school leacher, was being tried for violat
ing Tennessee law by teaching Charles Darwin's theory of 

Cliff Mabry, left, defense lawyer in Inherit the Wind confronts a sweating Bryan Meyers, cast in the roll of prosecut
ing attorney as the reporter; right, played by Robert Erickson, takes notes. The play opens April 11 at the Arena 
Theatre. (Phc>to by Murray Getz) 

evolution. 
·The trial turned the city of Dayton into a combination 

revival camp and carn1val, as well as a media circus. 
It also brought two arch enemies face to face, as the 

renowned criminal lawyer darence Darrow argued for the 
defense, and former presidential candidate, William 
Jennings Bryan conducted the prosecution. 

Rehearsals for this outstanding theatrical vehicle have 
been going on for almost two months, and the large cast 
has responded by delivering near perfect practice perfor
mances. 

The sets have almost been completed and show a great 
deal of originality and accuracy depicting a small town 
courtroom with animated and sweltering townspeople. 

Veteran Director Jack Westin, COM Theater coordi
nator, is in charge of bringing the actors to opening-night 
perfection and is busy making last minute corrections and 
suggestions during the demanding Monday through Fri
day, 7 to 10 p.m., rehearsal schedule. 

Oliff Mabry is cast as Henry Drummond, Bryan Myers 
is Nathan Brady, Robert Erickson will be seen as W.K. 
Hornbeck and Roger Stallings is Bert Cates. 

During the rigorous rehearsals the large supporting 
cast is kept on their toes by Westin who demands top the
atrical presentation. 

Inherit the Wind is destined to bring to local· 
theatergoers another top-notch offering, and everyone in
volved predicts this production will be one that will not 
soon be forgotten. 

The play runs from April 11 until May 5, with perfor
mances Thursday through Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday 
at2:30p.m. 

For ticket information, including group discounts, stu
dent rates and general admission, contact the box office at 
·(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 345. 



Art gallery exhibit 
runs through April 11 
Continued from Page 1----------

to Slovakia to teach at the Academy of Fine Arts and De
sign. In the time he has been there, de Vries said Slovakia 
has gone through a difficult, turbulent transitional period. 

"You have to be pretty tough to go to a country like 
that," he said. 

De Vries said the government, which is still controlled 
by fonner communist bosses, has jailed artists and closed 
exhibitions in the past, "changing the style and character 
of art" Because the government owns everything, includ
ing art galleries, art materials are expensive and scarce, 
the professor said. 

Students sometimes had to draw on discarded card
board instead of paper, and the only clay de Vries could 
get was coarse, dry factory leftovers. As a result, de Vries 
came back with a much greater appreciation of materials 
available in America. 

"Whatever you can get is what you use," he said. "But 
it all worked to my advantage." He added that his stu
dents' artworks turned out really well. 

Despite the hardships, de Vries loved his experience, 
especially the students. "The Slovak students were won
derful-very, very shy, but very hard workers. They can 
sculpt ... unbelievably." De Vries said the students sculpted 
busts and helped restore icons. 

Although higher education is free in Slovakia, de Vries 
said students, who start at the Academy fresh out of high 
school, don't have nearly the advantages American stu
dents have. He said out of 35 students who applied for his 
ceramics program, only four made the cut Students who 
get turned away are forced to go to other countries for a 
higher education because the Academy is the only place 
they can go. 

De Vries said another setback was that his students 
had no textbooks, only magazines in the library, so be de
cided to buy each of his students a textbook. "It was a 
very emotional time for them," de Vries said. "The stu
dents had tears in their eyes. They couldn't believe they 
were getting books." 

Hassinger said the ceramic artworks done in Slovakia 
are.not as hopeful as those done here, but they are more 
traditional and less experimental. In tenns of COM's cur
rent exhibit, Hassinger said Hardy takes an "extremely 
unique" creative approach to small wall pieces. She said 
that although the works' meanings are very personal to 
Hardy, the symbols Hardy uses are universal. She said that 
in Hardy's worlc, fruit, a recurring image, possibly "repre
sents a ripeness of ideas." 

The works' visual appearance, Hassinger noted, also 
is impressive. "The real beauty of her work is in the pat
terning and textur~that was the first thing I noticed when 
I unpacked them. I like their simplicity, too." • 

Hassinger wishes more students would come to the 
gallery openings and lectures. Literature students might 
appreciate Hardy's artworks because the pieces are a "new 
type of poetry," Hassinger said She added that de Vries 
lecture might have appealed to social science students be
cause in comparing Slovakian and American cultures, de 
Vries emphasized how fortunate Americans are. 

To draw more students to the gallery, Hassinger said 
she would expand the gallery hours. Present hours are Mon
days and Wednesdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Tues
days from 5 to 7 p.m. The gallery is open one hour prior to 
theater performances and by request during regular hours. 

For infonnation contact Hassinger at (409) 938-1211 
or (713) 280-3991, Exts. 354/424. 

Buzz Fest '96 coming to the Woodlands 
Radio station 107.5 KTBZ The Buzz is sponsor

ing Buzz Festival 1996April20attheCynthia Woods 
Mitchell Pavilion in the Woodlands. Tickets .are 
$10.75 for lawn seats and $15.75 for reserved seats. 
Scheduled to appear are The Hunger, 22 Brides, Toad
ies, Atticus Finch, Poe, God Lives Under Water, Lush, 
Modem English, The Nixons and Gravity Kills. 
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Team honors math/science retirees 
Continued from Page 1---------

Bordelon, who plans to retire in August 1997 will 
be completing 30 years of teaching at COM. "I'm ready 
to go do something else," he said. 

Approximately l 75·people attended the event, ac
cording to science Professor Emmeline Dodd, who was 
in charge of the arrangements. 

Among the distinguished guests were COM Board 
of Trustees members Bennie Mathews and-Jimmy Jones, 
President Larry L. Stanley, deans Dr. Donald G. Bass 
and Dr. Henry D. Pope and architect Joe Hoover who 
completed the renovation. 

Members of the Texas City/La Marque Chamber 
of Commerce assisted in the ribbon cutting ceremony. 
During the festivities Jim Higgins, director of COM 
Planning and Public Infonnation, gave a speech and 

told a few jokes about the retirees. He asked several 
audience members to draw tickets for the 10 door prizes. 

The atrium, once an open courtyard, has been en
closed with a dome skylight ceiling and a tiled floor. 
The focal point of the area is a rounded counter which 
can be used as a serving table. What once was a plant 
area now has new tables and chairs. 

For the students' convenience, two computers, a 
printer and a microwave have been added. Display cases 
with shells and artifacts round out and adorn the area. 

• A light buffet was available during the open house. 
The buffet included club sandwiches, fruits and veg
etables with dip, crackers and cheese, three varities of 
cookies, lime sherbet, punch and coffee. · 

Afterwards guests could tour the classrooms, the 
greenhouse and the labs. 

Awards presented for Odyssey match 
Continued from Page 1----------
loud gunfire. Actually the two young men drove their cart 
over a large strip of bubble wrap. They drove through brick 
walls and other obstacles before making it to the shores of 
America where the Statue of Liberty lit up at the sight of 
the escapees. The statue welcomed the men, and Uncle 
Sam raised his flag to end Friendswood 's Amusin' Crusin'. 

Other long-tenn problems were OMvention (creating 
a product that will assist a person with a physical disabil
ity), Great Impressions (writing a poem about a French 
impressionist painting and painting a picture that describes 
a famous poem), Crunch! (building a balsa wood structure 
that will support as much weight as possible without go
ing CRUNCH!) and Tall Tales (creating an original hero 
or heroine th~n featuring him or her in an origiJ.!al tall tale).., 

OM teams compete in four different age divisions: 
elementary.junior high, high school and college. This tour
nament, however, had no college competitors. 

More than 150 teams competed in the regional tour
nament. They brought with them hundreds of parents, 
grandparents, teachers, friends and family members. 

COM Director of Planning and Public Information Jim 
Higgins, whose child is on the Friendswood OM team, 

approached tournament officials at last year's tournament 
and suggested they hold this year's tournament at COM. 

·. The tournament, which began at 7:30 a.m. and lasted 
most of the day, was followed by an awards ceremony in 
the Physical Education Building at 6:30 p.m. 

Before the ceremony began the team members and 
guests viewed a slide .presenation of pictures that were 
taken throughout the tournament Teams waved signs, ban
ners, flags and props from skits, including a large ham
mer, a fllail box, an octopus and a dummy. The crowd was 
excited and competoo in a round of "We Got Spirit!" 

Each division in each problem received a trophy and 
team m.embers a medal, for first, seconq and third place. 

The Renatra Fusca Award was presented to teams, 
coaches and a iudg~ fQ_T taking risks or finding creative 
solutions to challenging situations. A judge received a 
Renatra Fusca after her pencil lead broke while she was 
scoring the last competitors. No one could find another 
pencil, so she used the broken lead and completed her task. 

OM Regional Director Gloria Peebles thanked COM 
President Larry L. Stanley, Chuck Buddenhagen, program 
director for COM Continuing Education and Community 
Services, and the volunteers and made the tour successful. 

Spring '96 InterCOM staff 

The spring '96 InterCOM staff (sitting from left) are Lydia J. Vasquez; Barbara E. Lewis, managing editor; 
Maree Doo, assistant editor; and Brad Stevenson, illustrations editor. Standing from left, Murray Getz· Mack 
Mckeithan; Rick Gilliam, sports/features editor; Louise Hampton, advertising coordinator; Patric~ Hill; 
Jose Galvan, copy editor; Mallory McGown; Bill Glenn; and Gina Castro. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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Trail Blazer begins COM's history 
By PATRICIA illLL 
Staff Reporter 

The InterCOM in its current incarnation will begin its 
10th year of publication in the fall under the nurturing 
guidance of Astrid H. Lowery, journalism and English pro
fessor. The history of this student publication, however, 
dates back 28 years. 

Lowery began instructing journalism at College of the 
Mainland in fall 1986. At this time the student publication 
had most recently been known as the Gander. She totally 
redesigned the paper and returned to a previo&IS name the 
college's student publication had used, the Int~OM. 

Lowery said her goal is to make each issue better than 
the one before it, and she 
gives much of the credit to 
her students. "I've been for
tunate to have good students 
who are willing to work to 
make the paper look good. 
Most of the ideas to improve 
the paper come from the stu
dents." She added she also 
has had wonderful support 
from faculty, staff and the 
administration. 

Many of the former 
InterCOM editors and staff 
members have gone on to 
putsue careers in journalism 
or related fields. Michael 
Murpl.J, a former managing 
editor, is currently working 
as a sportswriter for the 
Houston Chronicle. 

Stephen Hadley is the 
city editor of the Texas City 
Sun and Dale Dimitri is a re-

Intercollegiate Press Association Competition in 1987 and 
won several awards. In the last eight years the InterCOM 
has won 13 TIPA awards. 

In 1968 while the college was young and still located 
in the old Booker T. Washington High School in Texas 
City, COM began its foray into student publications with 
the appropriately named Trail Blazer. The Trail Blazer and 
all of the papers that followed chronicled the growth of 
the college. 

· The last edition of the Trail Blazer was published in 
November 1968. Due to a duplication in names of Texas 
student publications the paper had to change its name and 
became the InterCOM. 

The first printings of InterCOM were from 1969 until 
January 1971. Throughout 
the early '70s the paper 
changed names several more 
times. It became the Com
munique, the Super Charge 
and the Mainland Comet. 

In 1977 the COM stu
dent publication was once 
again named the InterCOM 
and retained that name un
til 1983. 

Despite the fact that no 
journalism class was for
med in fall 1983, a small 
group of students put w
gether the COM Commu
nity Citizen. The next se
mester the journalism class 
resumed and published the 
COM Citizen. 

Then the Courier was 
published in 1984-1985 
and finally the Gander in 
1985-1986 before the 

porter for the Sun. InterCOM staff reporter Patricia Hill holds the first COM InterCOM of today was es-
Former managing edi- student newspaper, Trail Blazer, published May 1968. tablished 

tor, Rodney Conley, is a Spread out on the table are other former COM student Although COM's stu-
journalism major at Sam newspapers. (Photo by Murray Getz) dent publications carried 
Houston State University in Huntsville. Another former different names, today's InterCOM and all its predeces-
managing editor, Amy Taft, is pursuing a degree in media sors have common characteristics. 
studies at the University of Houston-Clear Lake. Former All the publications have recorded the growth of the 
photography editor, Susan Littleton, who plans a career as campus. The first Trail Blazer had a front page picture of 
a photojournalist, graduated this past fall and attends the sign that marked the college's future campus. Last year 
Stephen F. Austin University in Nacogdoches. the InterCOM reported the reconstruction of the elevator 

Lowery said she is polishing the skills of Rick Gilliam, in the Student Center. 
Texas City Sun sports editor, a current student and Other common topics have been the Cafeteria/Snack 
InterCOM sports/features editor. "He's a good writer. I Bar,theaterpresentations,studentactivities,campusevents 
don't have to make many corrections on his stories." In and faculty, but by far the favorite subject for pictures and 
fact on March 23 Gilliam won a second place for spot articles is the ducks. There have been more than 10 stories 
sports writing in the Associated Press Managing Editors and two dozen pictures to date. In fact there's a short little 
contest piece about the COM ducks in this issue following this 

Lowery was first able to enter InterCOM in the Texas story on this page. 

Ducks integral part of COM caillpus 
By LYDIA J. VASQUEZ 
Staff Reporter 

Walking around campus, you see them every day. 
Probably you also have unhappily discovered that you have 
stepped into something one of them has left behind. But 
are you aware that one of them now is the official mascot 
of College of the Mainland? 

Whether you like or dislike them, or don't care, the 
ducks that make COM their home are here to stay. 

If you are from this area, you might have become fa
miliar with the ducks long before you thought about col
lege. Throughout the years, countless families have come 
to Lake Eckert to feed the ducks. 

On any pretty day, you can spot a famµy or two toss-

ing bread or other treats to the ducks, who always wel
come visitors bearing free snacks. 
· Springtime at COM heralds the arrival of warm 
weather, spring fever among college students and new life 
in the duck population. 

Perhaps you have noticed the new additions to the 
families in the form of tiny, fluffy ducklings. These seem 
to be crowd favorites. Seve.ral groups have observed de
lightedly watching the baby ducks exploring their new sur
roundings. 

Because the ducks are accepted as regular members 
of our college community, next time you are out walking, 
take the time to look for a little duckling or observe a fam
ily of ducks. 

Just be careful where you step. 

People Speak Out 
By MAR CE DOO and BARBARA E. LEWIS 

Even though the presidential election is still 7 
1/2 months away people have formed strong opin
ions about the candidates and whether or not they 
will vote. With Sen. Bob Dole clearly the front run
ner for the Republican Party, challenging President 
Bill Clinton for the presidency, InterCOM asked sev
eral COM students and a professor: "If you were to 
vote today would you vote for Sen. Dole or Presi
dent Clinton and why?" 

Cathy Burgess: I 
would vote against 
Clinton, but not 
necessarily for Sen. 
Bob Dole. Although I 
will probably vote 
Republican. 

Paulo Froes: If I were 
an American citizen, I 
would certainly vote 
for Clinton because I 
agree wih his ideas. 

Joe Reinhart: I 
wouldn't vote for 
either of them because 
it wouldn't help 
anyway. The people 
have made more 
changes in history than 
the presidents. 

Professor Larry 
Smith: I would 
reluctantly vote for 
Clinton since he is 
marginally better on 
the issues. It would be 
a vote of the lesser of 
two evils. 

Robbin Dalessio: I am 
voting for Clinton. I 
disagree with every
thing the Republican 
Party stands for, which 
is corporate America. 

M.A.E. Horton: I am 
exercising my right not 
to vote. If I were voting 
I would vote for · 
Clinton; he seems to be 
doing a good job. 

Shirley Carroll: We 
should send Congress a 
message and vote for 
nobody this 1996 
election. Things are left 
undone by those in 
government; they just 
go through the motions. 

Sharon Garwood: I 
would vote for Clinton 
because I don't like 
Dole. I think Dole is a 
money-hungry capital
ist and looking out for 
the elite. 



COM's bathrooms cleanest in town 
SeePage2 

Student mugged on campus 
See Letter to Editor Page 3 

A STUDENT 1PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND 

Foster voted outstanding instructor 

Cosmetology Prof~or Constance Foster was named 
Outstanding Instructor of the Year at the employee 
recognition banquet April 26. She has been at COM 
since August 1988. (Photo by Bill Glenn) 

By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

Cosmetology Professor Constance Foster was an
nounced as Outstanding Instructor of the Year at the Col
lege of the Mainland Employee Recognition Dinner held 
April 26 at the South Shore Harbor Resort in League City. 

At first, at a loss for words when Dr. Donald G. Bass, 
dean of Instruction and Student Development, called her 
name, Foster finally managed to say, "Wow! I certainly 
did not expect this. I'm surprised. I wish my students were 
here so I could thank them." 

Dr. Bass presented Foster with a plaque and a black 
ceramic vase in the shape of a mennaid. In 1985 when 
science professor, Dr. Renate True, was named Outstand
ing Instructor of the Year, Dr. Bass began a new custom 
by presenting her with the black ceramic mennaid vase 
complete with plastic flowers. The vase has been passed 
on each year to the outstanding instructor. 

Foster was one of the five finalists chosen by the stu
dents for the award. The others were Emmeline Dodd, sci
ence professor; Diana Melancon, nursing professor; 
Marilynn Kish-Molina, science professor; and Roger 
Stallings, speech professor. Dr. Bass presented each of the 
four finalists with a Teacher of Excellence Award. 

See Teacher Page 7 

Spring hair show a fantasy of color 
By BILL GLENN 
Staff Reporter I 

A swirling maze of color, the hypnotic throb of 
music, the surrealism of figures emerging from a fog
shrouded stage and the frenetic movements of models 
greeted the audience of approximately 175 as cosme
tology students demonstrated the latest in hair styling. 

The 1996 Spring Hair Show was presented by the 
College of the Mainland cosmetology department on 
the evening of April 12. It was· subtitled "A Splash of 
Color" featuring a kaleidoscope of blues, golds, greens, 
pinks, silvers and reds. 

The show's purpose.was primarily to demonstrate 
hair styling as performed by the cosmetology students. 
However, it was much more than that. The show of
fered a multitude of artistic impressions and an evening 
of varied entertainment to appeal to the senses. 

From the beginning of the first of the show's five 
scenes, color was dominant. On cue from the music, 
two models clad in shimmering gold capes released 
multicolored foil confetti on the stage as two other 
models clad in white painters overalls simulated toss
ing buckets of paint over them. This scene titled "A 
Ray of Spring Color" began the smooth, rapid-run
ning action of the show. 

A wedding scene was another highlight. Directed 
by cosmetology Professor Constance Foster, the scene 
was named "A Step Into Elegance." It simulated a 
wedding ceremony and reception, with a model in 
the show's most elaborate hair style as the bride. 

Another scene was "The Western _Progression," 

Estella Baez as the bride, and Glenn Foster as the 
groom, appear in the COM cosmetology depart
ment's hair show held April 12 in the Student Cen
ter. Christina McClendon, right, is one of the at
tendants. (Photo by Bill Glenn) 

directed by instructor Ellen Johnson. In this scene 
models paraded through a 19th century barber shop 
with hair styles from the past to the present a-nd even 

See Show Page 7 

Want to see your name in print? 
See InterCOM ad Page 8 
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TIPA Award-winner 

! exas Plains poet reads 
a~ard,.winning poems 
ByMARCEDOO 
Assistant .Editor 

"lf you give 
yourself to the re
~0Jl$ ... the poems 
will come;" pub
lished poet and Viet-

•· narn War veteran 
' Walte{M~D6nald 

said. McDonald 
gave thi~ .advice to 
aspiring poets at the 
poetry reading ~eld 
at College of the 

¥ain!and April 18 in Walter McDonal<I . 
the ½~'arning Re• . ••···• ..... ··•· 
sources Center Audifotium,L~131. ❖ 

Thr Black Hole ofKnowtedge Litera~·CJub 
sponsored the poetry reading. President Mary 

..... Romeo was the-fu-st of the evening to speak, intro
ducing English professor Dr. Mark Sanders, who 
invited McDonald to come:. ·· 

. .... See MIDonald Pa.gt 7 

InterCOM receives 
three TIPA awards 
By RICK GILLIAM 
Sports/Features Editor 

Your college newspaper staff continued its impres
sive run as one current and two fonner InterCOM staff 
members were recognized for their exellence in journal
ism by winning awards at the 1995 Texas Intercollegiate 
Press Association Awards Brunch held March 30 in 
Abilene and h<'Jsted by Abilene Christian University. 

Assistant Editor Maree Doo, former Photography 
Editor Susan Littleton and fonner Features Editor Nicole 
Torres became InterCOM's 15th, 16th and 17th award 
winners during the past nine years. 

College of the Mainland competes in the Newspaper 
Tabloid Division 2 category of TIPA. Some of the schools 
COM competed against include Southern Methodist Uni
versity in Dallas, Texas Christian University in Fort Worth, 
Texas A&M Kingsville, Angelo State University in San 
Angelo, East Texas State University in Commerce, the 
University of Houston-Clear Lake and San Jacinto Col
lege in Pasadena. 

'Tm thrilled for them," InterCOM adviser Astrid H. 
Lowery said. "All three of these young worrien have 
worked very hard and assuredly deserve these awards. · 

"But really, everyone on staff in a sense won these 
awards, bec~use without the support of their fellow staff 
members, these awards would not be possible." 

Torres won first place for her editorial, "Other faiths 
deserve equal religious rights," which was published in 
the October 1995 issue of InterCOM. Doo and Littleton 
both took home honorable mention certificates, Doo for 

See Excited Page 8 
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First prize winner Heather Martinez, left, accepts a blue ribbon from Paulisa Holcomb, assistant FineArts Gal
lery director. The award was given for Martinez's poster, which was used to advertise the COM Spring Fine Arts 
Festival held April 25. Martinez's artwork also was used in the invitations to the festival. (Photo by Maree Doo) , 

Art students win awards for advertising 
By BRAD STEVENSON 
Illustrations Editor 

When College of the Mainland's Student Art Asso
ciation needed a way to advertise the Spring Fine Arts 
Festival and its featured student art sale, held April 25 in 
the Fine Arts Complex, association members came up with 
a new idea-a poster contest that would allow art students 
to advertise the event by using their own artistic talents. , 

The art association is now honoring several students 
and faculty for their outstanding work in advertising this 
year's sale, in conjunction with the festival. 

Drawing student Heather Martinez won first prize in 
the poster contest, receiving a blue ribbon and a $10 prize. 
According to Paulisa Holcomb, assistant art gallery direc
tor and chairwoman of the art sale, Martinez's poster, which 
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features a striking, black and white image of a large hu
man figure next to a listing of festival events, was chosen 
because the art instructors liked its overall continuity and 
organization. "The instructors felt that it was the best de
sign concept for a poster," Holcomb said. 

The association gave honorable mentions to Azalea 
Alvarez and Jeanette Barlow, who each made posters for 
the contest Carol Price received special recognition and a 
$10 prize for creating a computer-generated flier. 

Holcomb commends Carol Beckingham, directions 
committee chairwoman; Carter Ernst, design instructor; 
and Betty Polifka, ceramics professor and art association 
faculty adviser, for their involvement with advertising 

Martinez, whose artwork also adorns the official in
vitation to ·the art festival, said this is the first time she's 
ever won anything for her artwork. She said she worked 
on her poster during Mark Greenwalt 's life drawing class. 
The finished poster was put on display in the glass-cov
ered bulletin board located between the Student Center 
and Leaming Resources Center. 

Martinez, who plans to go to the University of Hous
ton, said she may major in secondary education with an 
emphasis .on art. 'Tm going to continue drawing until I'm 
comfortable to go into painting," Martinez said. "I will tie 
art into everything I do." 

Holcomb, acknowledging Price's contribution to the 
contest, said: "Carol Price's computer-generated flier was 
so well done that the association decided to give her a $10 
prize. It's a very professional-looking flier." In fact, 
Holcomb said Price's flier was used as part of the official 
art festival poster that the association distributed around 
campus and to area retail outlets. 

Holcomb also acknowledged Beckingham and Ernst's 
excellent work in advertising the sale. Beckingham pre
sented an idea for using students as walking advertisements 
to Ernst, who then got her design class involved. 

Holcomb praised Polifka for her involvement with the 
festival. "She really puts out maximum effort and energy 
on behalf of her students. She always goes above and be
yond the call of duty to assist us with this art sale." 

For the festival's art sale, Holcomb decided on a poster 
contest because it was a way to inspire and excite art stu
dents about advertising the art department's activities. 'The 
whole goal of the festival is to bring people to the art de
partment The students don't have any idea what we have 
over there." 

, o.' •~ • . .. I' I 1 .• t ~ , • ~ J : .. • , '• , . 

Campus bathrooms 
pass cleanliness test 

I have always been very hesitant about using public 
restrooms because frankly, they have a less than sanitary 

_ reputation. 
When I think of public restrooms (although I try not 

to) the images that pop into my mind are of the small, 
dirty toilets of old gas stations. Invariably the restroom's 
lock doesn' t work. The floor is always damp and sticky 
and there isn't any toilet paper. Of course, that's because 
the toilet paper has been balled up and thrown on the 
floor along with the paper towels. 

The sink is stopped up and the only soap found is 
black and covered with what appears to be grease. The 
graffiti on the walls would make a sailor blush. The 
toilet has not been flushed. The smell is indescribable. 

I have visited many restrooms in my life, an 
accomplishment I strongly suspect most of my fellow 
human beings share. Casinos, I believe, have the best 
bathrooms imaginable. With a television, a microwave, 
and a mattress, I wouldn't mind moving into any one of 
• the bathrooms I've seen in the big casinos in Las Vegas. 
On ·the other hand, the worst bathrooms-are in the old 
gas stations and in schools. 

My first experience with school bl.\lbrooms wasi n 
elementary school. At 8 a.m. the bathrooms were clean, 
but by lunch time you could tell that large numbers of 
unsupervised children had been there. Only a desperate 
need could force me to enter. 

This elementary school experience was repeated in 
high school. Except the bathrooms were worse. Four
hundred teen-age girls frequented these bathrooms and 
you could tell. If you even had the nerve to enter the 
bathrooms, you had to forge your way through the 
waves of cigarette and marijuana smoke. 

With these two horrible school-bathroom experi
ences locked in my mind, it is no wonder I am amazed 
by College of the Mainland's restrooms. 

Since I'v~ been at COM, for the first time in (lly 
life, I have no qualms about visiting a public restroom. 
In an unofficial poll (I asked eyeryone I know) COM's 
bathrooms have been selected as one of the best features 
of the campus. 

First of all, there are plenty of them, and they are 
conveniently located all over campus. When nature 
calls, you don't have to run all over to find one. 

The bathrooms are always clean. The floors are free 
of litter and the sinks, counters and stalls are clean. 

They are always stocked with toilet paper, paper 
towels and soap. In the last year, I can recall only one 
occasion when there wasn't toilet paper in the stall and 
fortunately my neighbor had plenty and was willing to 
share. Several hours later when I returned, the dispens
ers were all freshly filled. 

The custodial staff should be commended by all at 
COM for the excellent service they provide. They are an 
intregal part of making our pursuit of education as 
comfortable and enjoyable as possible. 

PTK's yearly plant sale set May 2 
The Phi Theta Kappa honor society and the COM 
biology department are sponsoring a plant sale 
Thursday, May 2, beginning at noon in the green
house. Plants may be previewed Monday through 
Wednesday, April 29 through May 1, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

. t ,', 



Letter to the Editor 

Victim warns of danger, 
urges safety on campus 
Dear Editor, 

As I was leaving class Monday (April 22) about 7 
p.m., a large black woman approached me and asked if I 
could help her get her car started. It was raining, so I 
offered to give her a ride to where her car was parked. 
As soon as she got into my car, she became very 
aggressive and demanded that I give her all of my 
money, which I did. 

She then insisted I drive her to a convience store 
nearby, where she got out of my car. I was so distraught 
that I was on my way home before I realized I should 
report this. 

I called the College of the Mainland campus police. 
Later they called me at home to return to campus to 
identify a woman that been apprehended. I was unable 
to return, so the woman was released. 

The incident is still under investigation by the 
campus police. 

My point in writing this letter is to tell everyone on 
this campus to be very careful when walking alone. Do 
not take your safety for granted. Bad things do not just 
happen to other people; they can happen to you!_ 

Becky 
Last name witheld by request 

InterCOM, April/May 1996, Page 3 

~Pill . 
Jf, .,,, 

• • 

· '" se<ends of Silence 
.-for,,& li~U J•sf 

Art festival entertains, raises 01oney 
By BRAD STEVENSON 
Illustrations Editor 

On a normal day the College of the Mainland Fine 
Arts Complex may look like any other building. But on 
April 25, the building's entrance was framed by colorful 
streamers, life-size Groucho-style noses (made by design 
students) and tables full of ceramics and other art for sale. 

The annual Spring Fine Arts Festival, sponsored by 
the Student Art Association, included a student art sale, 
live musical entertainment, an o~n-house featuring art 
demonstrations; theater performan~es and the student art 
show. A scholarship and certificates of appreciation were 
awarded at the 7 p.m. reception of the show. 

COM art student Brian Campbell won a $150 schol
arship from the Student Art Association for his portfolio, 
which was exhibited in the show. Campbell also was lauded 

for the hard work he put into the art association. Heather 
Martinez and Carol Price received awards for a poster and 
a flier each created to help advertise the festival. 

"I'm proud of myself and very thankful for the op
portunity to get to show my work and everything," 
Campbell said. "This is the first time I've ever had it hang
ing anywhere or shown it to anyone outside of class." 

While the sale.began at 10 a.m. and.continued all day, 
other events began at 12:30 p.m. with the student drama 
group Theatrix 's performance of three IO-minute plays 
they wrote. An open house featuring pottery, painting and 
graphic arts demonstrations followed in the classrooms. 

At 2 p.m a variety of musical performances began, 
featuring a duet with COM Choral Director James Heffel 
on piano and COM Jazz Combo Director Sparky Koerner 
on trumpet, followed by solo performances from three clas
sical-voice singers. 

Nursing professor inducted into honor society 
As the wind drifted in through the art building's open 

doors, the COM Jazz Combo began a 3 p.m. jam session, 
contributing to the breezy atmosphere with a set of tight, 
well-crafted tunes, moving effortlessly from '30s and '40s 
swing to thundering funk, adding jazz improv between 
several songs. For the next few tunes the group glided 
through bebop and blues, closing it out with a blistering 
Herbie Hancock funk song to loud applause. 

By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

"If it were up to me, I would like every month to be 
April," said College of the Mainland's Associate Profes
sor of Nursing, Mary L. Hernandez. Other than celebrat-

Professor Mary b-. Hernandez looks for a place on her 
office wall for her new Sigma Theta Tau certificate. 
She was inducted into the international nursing honor 
society April 19. . . (Photo by Murray Getz) 

ing her 32 years of marriage to Eddie, and her 10th year at 
COM this April, she received her induction into the presti
gious Sigma Theta Tau International Honor Society of 
Nursing on April 19. 

Hernandez was among 50 new members inducted into 
the 74-year-old society, the initials for which are from the 
Greek words: Storge, Tharos and Tima. The words respec
tively mean love, courage and honor. 

More than 220,000 nurse scholars have been inducted 
into Sigma Theta Tau International, making it the second 
largest nursing organization in the United States and one 
of the largest in the world. The society is comprised of 
chapter honor societies located on more than 400 college 
and university campuses worldwide. 

The induction ceremony was held in the Floral Hall 
of Moody Gardens in Galveston, and a reception was held 
afterwards to honor the new members. 

Hernandez feels this is one of the high points in her 
nursing/teaching career. She is especially proud to be a 
member of Sigma Theta Tau and to support its commit
ment to the ideals and purposes of the nursing profession. 

Here at COM, Hernandez teaches some 50 students 
in both basic nursing, advanced medical and surgical nurs
ing which among other courses lead graduates to a two
year associate degree of nursing. 

"My satisfaction from teaching nursing comes from 
my being able to share nursing knowledge with students 
who will ultimately help those who will benefit from our 
services," said Hernandez with a genuine smile on her face. 

Top COM Singeys, a chamber group, offered a capella 
madrigral songs, one that will be sung at graduation. The 
same group of students, backed by piano and percussion, 
returned as the Studio Singers, offering popular songs such 

· as "Night and Day," and "Maria" (from West Side Story). 
The Clarinet Quintet and the Saxophone and the Flute 

quartets, all students of COM Woodwinds Professor John 
Wolf skill, spiced up the festival's musical performances. 
Wolfskill, who had a close rapport with his students, per
formed with the groups on several selections. 

The afternoon was broken up with refreshments at 
the COM Fine Arts Gallery reception. The show, which 
features charcoal drawings, watercolor paintings, ceram
ics and graphic arts prints, closes May l."I thought the 
quality (of artwork) was exceptional this year," said Betty 
Polifka, Art Association sponsor. 

Five students of guitar instructor Mark Moore 
strummed together on several gentle, acoustic tunes. To 
much applause, Steve V. Capps played "Walk of Life," a 
catchy song he wrote. 

Polifka said the festival brings music, theater and arts 
students together to showcase what they've learned. It was 
also a way to raise money-Polifka said the art sale raised 
$988 this year. "It's nice to see all that excitement in the 
art building." 



Page 4, April/May 1996, InterCOM 

Features/News 

COM adjunct music instructor Mark Moore teaches 
guitar at COM and San Jacinto College in Pasadena. 

(Photo by Bill Glenn) 

Guitar instructor shares love of music 
By MACK MCKEITHAN 
Staff Reporter 

As one walks through the Fine Arts Building, one 
might hear the lovely sound of a well-tuned guitar. This 
could be Mark Moore instructing a student to play a melody 
or a famous piece. Moore is in his second semester teach
ing classical guitar at College of the Mainland. He also 
teaches guitar at San Jacinto College in Pasadena. 

Moore, who was born and grew up in Ponca City, 
Okla., was· inspired by his older brother to learn how to 
play the guitar when he was 12. What drew him to the 
guitar were the beautiful sounds his brother produced. He 
also was influenced by guitarist Ace Frehley of the band 
Kiss and classical guitarists, such as John Williams and 
Manuel Burreco. At age 12 Moore received an electric gui
tar and began taking lessons. 

In high school Moore formed his own band, White 
Night. The band members chose the name because it 
sounded "cool." They played music by groups, such as 
Led Zeppelin and The Beatles. After graduating in 1985, 
Moore attended Southwest Texas State University in San 
Marcos. There he enrolled in William Gargle 's guitar class, 
majored in music and received his bachelor's degree. 

He continued his guitar instruction with Adam 
Holtzman at the University of Texas in Austin and received 
his master's degree in spring 1995. 

This falf will be Moore's third semester at COM, and 
he plans to form a guitar ensemble. Besides teaching stu
dents to play a standard six-string guitar, he also teaches 
bass guitar at COM. 

This summer Moore will be traveling to Rome for 
two weeks to attend the Caspellani/Andriario guitar duo. 
It is an event in conjunction with the Rome Festival. Moore 
is one of 10 people chosen to go, based on a recorded tape 
of him playing the guitar. He is very excited about going. 

Although Moore spends much of his time with a gui
tar, it is not the only thing he does. On the weekends he 
works with his computer, plays frisbee, or goes mountain 
biking, camping and fishing. One of his favorite hobbies 
is composing. 

Moore plans to continue teaching in the future. He 
wants to teach as many people as possible to play the gui
tar. When asked why he chose to teach guitar he said: " I 
like it. It satisfies me to enable somebody to play the gui
tar. I learn a lot from teaching." He would like to teach 
guitar full time, and in the near future wants to go back to 
college to get his doctorate. 

Trial of the century brought to life on COM stage 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

When you take veteran direction, a talented cast, mix 
that with authentic costumes, add excellent sets, throw in 
effective lighting and most of all a proven script, the re
sults are entirely predictable: a smash hit! 

That's what you get if you are fortunate enough to 
attend the College of the Mainland Arena Theatre's latest 
production, / nherit the Wind, which opened April 11 to a · 
large, enthusiastic opening night audience. The play closes 
May 5. 

The classic courtroom drama, written by Jerome 
Lawrence and Robert E. Lee, was first presented at the 
Dallas Theatre '55 in 1955 and several months lateropened 
on Broadway at the National Theater. Currently Inherit 
the Wind is playing on Broadway under the direction of 
John Tillinger and features George C. Scott. 

In staging his production, Director Jack Westin has 
cast some 37 thespians and has been rewarded by stellar 
performances from all, but especially from the leads, Cliff 
Mabry as Henry Drummond, Brian B. Myers as Matthew 
Harrison Brady and COM speech Professor Roger Stallings 
cast as the determined defendant, Bertram Cates. 

The play is based on what has been called the most 
celebrated trial of the century. It took place in 1925 during 
eight sweltering July days in the sleepy town of Dayton, 
Tenn. Known as the Scopes Monkey Trial, the event at
tracted national attention as well as pitting two of the 
nation's best known attorneys against each other. Presi
dential hopeful William Jennings Bryan and equally fa
mous Clarence Darrow were on hand as prosecutor and 
defense counsel respectively. 

Although the defendant was charged with teaching 
evolution in the Tennessee schools, the essence of the trial 
boiled down to its true context a person's right to think 
was on trial. 

In mounting this difficult production, Westin has ac
curately portrayed a sweltering courtroom jam:packed with 
angry townspeople, pushy reporters and photographers 
from all over the globe, a harassed judge attempting to 
keep order, and in the center of this mayhem, the two law
yers squared off in face-to-face confrontations shouting 
and wildly gesturing to the jury. 

Frenzied activity outside the courtroom was equally 
well staged, ranging from parading, drum-beating, dem-

onstrating citizens, a nighttime revival meeting, vendors 
hawking everything from hot dogs to monkey souvenirs, 
to even a person dressed in a monkey suit cavorting about. 
Pure realism. · 

Westin performed the task of putting all the pieces of 
this production into place magnificently. He is well-known 
for his work as director for the Biggest Li'I Theater since 
1975. His credits also. include work~ng with the biggest 
names in film and theater, such as Myrna Loy, Ginger 
Rogers, Robert Goulet and many others. 

Thom Guthrie, currently i.he technical director and 
production manager for Stages Repertory Theatre in Hous
ton, designed the convincing set for the two-act drama. 
The period costumes were designed and made by Mary 
Louise Daniels, originally from Australia, and well-known 
for her work in recent Arena Theatre productions. 

' 

Music for Wind is under the direction of University 
of Texas graduate Roy Alanis, who is working on his third 
COM play. Sound design was under the capable hands of 
theater arts student Fred Schoppe, and the production stage 
manager credits go to Shirley Anne Bilotta, who has been 
involved in community and professional theater on the Gulf 
Coast for 10 years, with Wind being her first show at COM. 

The audience greeted opening night's curtain call with 
loud applause and a standing ovation. Comments heard as 
the theatergoers filed out were, "Wasn't it wonderful," and 

"They really outdid themselves with this production." 
Performances of the award-winning drama are, Thurs

days-Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. Reser
vations may be made by calling the box office at (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 345. Discounts are avail
able for students, senior citizens and groups of 20 or more. 

) 
Legendary courtroom lawyer Matthew Harrison Brady, played by Bryan B. Myers, is surrounded by the good 
ladies of Dayton, Tenn., in Inherit the Wind. They are clockwise from bottom left Sonia Bazan, Gloria Favuzza, 
Diana Wonio, Rita Jones, Laura Pedroza, Relana Gerami, and Lucy Fulton. The play opened April 11 and runs 
through May Sat the COM Arena Theatre. For reservations call (409) 938->1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 345. 
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InterCOM managing editor Lewis to graduate 
ByMARCEDOO 
Assistant Editor 

The College of the Mainland student newspaper 
InterCOM has had several talented and dedicated manag
ing editors and Barbara E. Lewis is no exception; in fact, 
she is exceptionally dedicated to this paper. However, she 
is passing the managing editor hat on, graduating this spring 
after being at COM for 3 1/2 years. 

Lewis, "a born on the island," or BOI, attended high 
school at the Ursuline Academy in Galveson. The school, 
which is no longer in existence, was once an all-girl board
ing school, but by the time Lewis attended it was an all
girl day school. 

Lewis met her husband Billy Jack, when he was 16 
and she 17. They have been married 38 years. Lewis joked, 
"I have been married forever." The couple has two daugh
ters, Elizabeth and Susan, and two grandchildren, Laura, 
9, and Nathan, 6. 

It was Lewis' dream of writing and her daughters' 
prodding that gave her the push to go to school. "My two 
daughters wanted me to attend college," she explained, 
adding she chose COM because her daughters, both teach
ers, attended COM for a short time. Elizabeth teaches first 
grade in Lumberton, and Susan teaches in the Mark Stiles 
Correctional Facility for the Windham School System in 
Beaumont 

Having decided to make journalism her major, Lewis 
joined the lnterCOM staff in spring '94 as a reporter. She 
became managing editor in spring '95 and has worked hard 
in that role since then. 

"She has been managing editor longer than any other 
editors I have had," said Astrid H. Lowery, InterCOM ad
viser. "Barbara has given selflessly of her time, far be
yond.the call of duty." 

Lewis said her most memorable paper production was 
the July •95 issue. 

''The staff was small; there were only four including 
the typesetter, and we still went to press at 5 p.m." This 
was a feat in itself because the paper is usually put to bed 
at 11 p.m. or midnight Lewis added that the production of 

Violence seminar set May 16 
Have you or someone you know been affected 

by battering, date rape or teen dating violence? If 
so, you are invited to hear a speaker from the Hous
ton Area Women's Center discuss these issues at St. 
Christopher Episcopal Church in League City Thurs
day, May 16, at 7 p.m. 

A question and answer session will follow. 
The church is located at 2100 St. Christopher 

Road at FM 518 across from Clear Creek High • 
School. For more information call the church at (713) 
332-5553 or speak youth director Mark Stoeltje. 

that summer issue was the smoothest and had the least prob
lems of any of the papers she has worked on. 

"The most difficult paper we ever put to bed was the 
May '95 issue," Lewis said with a shudder. "The odds were 
stacked against this paper from the beginning." 

Lowery explained: "That was the first paper for which 
we didn't do all the paste-up by hand. Our typesetter pro
duced several pages on (computer) screen. The process 
took so long because many unforseen problems devel
oped." The papeqlid not reach the printers until 10:30 a.m., 
the next day, 12 hours later than production deadline. Lewis 
and several other staff members, as well as Lowery, worked 
24 hours around the clock to get the paper to the press. 

"It took me two days to get over that production," 
Lewis said emphatically. 

Lewis has proven her dedication time and time again. 
But one incredible example stands out to illustrate her to
tal dedication to the paper and staff. Her husband was in 
the hospital undergoing heart surgery during the produc
tion of the February '95 issue. Yet, Lewis put in her full 
time. "My daughters came down and stayed with Billy so 
I was able to come and work on the paper." 

Lowery said: "She was amazing. I really didn't ex
pect her to put in all that time and effort. I wanted her to be 
with her husband. But when Barbara makes a commitment, 
she sticks to it She has been outstanding. She will be hard 
to replace. 

"When she recovers, I hope she comes to visit," 
Lowery added. 

While being on the paper Lewis has received recogni
tion for her reviews of COM plays and other theater de
partment stories. In the March/April '95 issue she wrote 
about COM speech Professor Roger Stallings and his son 
Adam when both were cast as uncle and nephew in the 
COMArena Theatre production of lost in Yonkers. Lewis' 
story about Stallings and his son also appeared in the 
Galveston Daily News ih its entirety. Arena1beatre-Coor
dinator Jack Westin was so pleased with Lewis' story that 
he sent it to the Daily News. 

Lewis also had the opportunity to go to an Alley The
atre reception in Houston for Tony Kushner, Pulitzer and 

Exchanging her editor's hat for a mortarboard, 
InterCOM's Barbara E. Lewis gets ready for gradua
tion ceremonies. (Photo by Murray Getz) 

Tony Award-winning playwright and author of Angels ·in 
America which had its Southwest premier in Houston. "I 
did not actually interview him, ·due to the fact his plane 
was late, but I did meet him and he signed a T-shirt for 
me." 

What does the future ho!~ for Lewis? "My husband 
said we are going to have a garage sale to get rid of all of 
the things we've accumulated over the past few years." 
All kidding aside, Lewis wants to spend more time with 
her husband and has no immediate plans for further edu-

--cation. lioweveF, she does not rule.out the possibility. 
"Who knows, I might write a novel someday," she 

said. ''I'm going to miss everyone on the staff, especially 
our Astrid, who's been more like a confidant than an in
structor. I've really enjoyed being the managing editor." 

Connect offers bus service to COM 
By LOUISE HAMPTON 
Advertising Coordinator 

Do you need a ride to College of the Mainland? If so, 
you should know there is a ride program called Connect 
that may be the answer to your transportation needs. 

This program is provided to COM students, or any
one who needs a ride anywhere in the local area, by the 
Gulf Coast Center, a Galveston-based nonprofit Mental 
Health Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse center. 

A joint effort of MHMR and Connect Transportation, 
funded in part by a government grant, Connect is not just 
for students or for people with disabilities. Anyone may 
use the buses; however, reservations must be made 24 
hours in advance. Services are provided curb to curb. 

To schedule a ride, call Connect Transportation 'at 1-
800-266-2320. 

Anyone with special needs, such as wheelchair ac
cessibility, should let the dispatcher know at the time the 
ride is scheduled. The cost is $1 per perso,n each way. 

Technology main focus of Student Concerns Forum 
By LOUISE HAMPTON 
Advertising Coordinator 

New and improved technologies were key topics of 
discussion at the College of the Mainland Student Con
cerns Forum held April 11 in the board room of the Ad
ministration Building. Eleven people attended. 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 
Development, and Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of College 
and Financial Services, gave ' updates about ongoing 
projects as well as fielding questions from students. 

Subjects included an e-mail service for COM students, 
telephone registration, access of COM computer programs 
from home personal computers, support services for COM 
students with special needs and the study area in the atrium 
of the Math/Science Building. 

Students who surf the Internet for research, informa-

lion, or just for fun, may be excited to know that soon they 
will be able to purchase a personal e-mail account through 
an MCI Communications program that is a joint venture 
of COM and San Jacinto College in Pasadena. For $12 a 
month, these surfers can communicate with other electronic 
wave riders. 

In response to a question about telephone registration 
by student Sh.annon Wood, Dr. Pope said it will not be 
ready for the fall semt!ster, but will be in place for the spring 
'97 registration. Although the -funds are available now, 
support systems need to be installed. 

Student Shelley Watson asked if COM students can 
access COM computer programs from home personal com
puters. Dr. Pope answered that some information will be 
accessible from home including personal information as 
well as classes taught over the Internet. Software programs 
for specific classes are not accessible. Also, students can-

not order library items over the Internet. 
Student Robert Ruhe asked if COM offered any 

courses or seminars to help students improve their study 
habits. Math Professor Joanne Kendall answered that there 
will be a credit College Survival Skills course in the fall. 

In addition, Dr. Pope said COM has a program in place 
to assist students with learning disabilities. Dr. Bass and 
Dr. Pope stressed that it's COM's goal to meet the needs 
of all students. Any students with problems should con
tact the deans. 

Dr. Bass also discussed the study area in the atrium 
of the newly remodeled Math/Science. When the atrium 
was enclosed, students began using it as a study area, to 
receive tutoring and just to relax. Dr. Bass said this area 
has been so well received that other areas on campus are 
being looked at as possible study area sites. 

The ne~t Student Concerns Forum will be in the fall. 
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Rockets champions . 
in victory or def eat 

.. 
• 

It's that time of year again-whea talk turns to the 
NBA playoffs. Now that the Houston Rockets are back
to-back World Champions, the pressure is on for them to 
"three-peat" in '96. Even though they've been plagued 
by injuries (and ugly uniforms) this year, don't count the 
Rockets out. 

~ey have something that the national media and 
other cities just can't seem to understand-the hearts of 
champions. 

Last year the Rockets dumbfounded everyone, 
coming from a low seed to sweep the Orlando Magic in 
the Finals. They proved what fans in Texas already 
know-that they are a scrappy group of players who 
sacrifice themselves for the good of the team. 

Their attitude is exemplified by Hakeem Olajuwon, 
who is one of the kindest, wisest players in the NBA, 
and arguably the best pl~yer in the world. 

Even though Olajuwon possesses undeniably 
remarkable skills and could carry the whole team every 
game, he never tries to grab the spotlight. He, like the 
other Rockets, is unselfish. He doesn't do any "in-your
face" commercials like Shaquille O'Neal, and he always 
gets the whole team involved in a game, even if he 
scores 40 points. In a world of attention-loving 
crybabies like Dennis Rodman and Charles Barkley, 
there's something to say for Olajuwon 's attitude. 
Superstars who never pass the ball to their teammates 
will inevitably hurt their team. With Olajuwon, the 
Rockets don't have to worry about that 

As we saw last year, when they had to deal with 
Vernon Maxwell and other troubles, the Rockets are 
capable of greatness in the face of hardship. In the '95 
playoffs, a differe1.t player stepped up each game, made 
clutch plays and became the hero. When Olajuw6n or 
any other player was down, someone on the bench 
would step up and save the day. It's that positive team
first attitude, the Rockets' greatest strength, that will 
benefit them in the . '96 playoffs. 

If they manage to stay-alive in the playoffs, the 
biggest problem the Rockets may face is the Chicago 
Bulls. Before 1994 the Bulls held the title of World 
Champions for three years in a row. Now that the Bulls 
are an overpowering force again, featuring the triple
threat of Michael Jordan, Scottie Pippen and Rodman, 
the media will surely expect the Bulls to win the '96 . 
championship. 

If the Bulls do win, the media might say that the 
Rockets' two consecutive years as world champions 
were just a fluke, an interruption in the inevitable string 
of consecutive wins by the Bulls that are surely to come, 
They may say the only reason the Rockets won in '94 · 
was that Jordan wasn't with the Bulls that year, and the 
only reason the Rockets won in '95 was that Jordan was 
rusty and just needed time to hone his skills again. It's 
sad that no matter how great the Rockets play, some 
people will never realize the team's greatness. Remem
ber how Sports Illustrated originally refused to do a 
commemorative issue on the Rockets Championship win 
in '94? After protest in Houston, they did put out an 
issue--but only regionally. 

If the Rockets win the Finals this year, becoming 
three-time World Champions, the rest of the country will 
have to take.noti~ . .I,f the Rock;e~ )Q~ • .i\ won't matte.r. 
Texas fans already know the team is great. 

Paced by physical education Professor "JB-,, Jerry Bryant, the employees defeated the students 55-50.in the annual 
Student/Employee basketball game held April 19 at COM gym. Members of the team include: front row, from left, 
Troy Terrell and Michael Judge; mid~le row, Anthony Hawkins, Larry Edwards, John Littles and Michael Hare; 
back row, Gerald Simms, Toni Pfeiffer, William Kimble, Galen Hayward, Vernette Jones and Bryant. 

Employees win annual clash with students 
By RICK GILLIAM 
Sports/Features Editor 

Jerry "JB" Bryant shook off a cold first half to pour in 
18 points, incl.uding a big 3-pointer in the first overtime, 
to lead the College of the Mainland Employees to a 55-50 
double overtime win in the annual Student/Employees 
basketball game held April 19 at the COM gym. 

With the win, the employees evened the annual series 
at two games apiece. Last year, the students came away 
with a 46-43 win. The students also won the inaugural 
contest in 1993, 47-42, while the employees took the 1994 
contest 57-50. 

'"This was an exciting game," said Maryann Urick, 
COM coordinator of Recreational Activities. "Everybody 
had a lot of fun and the game was very competitive, I just 
wish we could have had more people in the stands." 

One of the reasons the stands were relatively empty 
might have been the bomb scare in Texas City April 19. 

"That may have had something to do with it," Urick 
said. "I wasn't even sure anyone would show up to play 
the game, but they did." 

The students jumped out to a 13-0 lead before the 
employees finally started to find the range. In fact, Gerald 
Simms and Larry Edwards scored the only field goals of 
the first half for the employees as they trailed 21-13 at the 
break. 

To illustra~e just how frigid physical education Pro
fessor Bryant was, during the first half he connected on 

just two free throws in the first 20 minutes. 
"We weren't shooting at the same goal that we warmed 

up on. That's the only excuse I have," said Bryant, who 
also is the director of Employee Wl~llness. 

Leading the way for the students in that first half was 
Lance Ellison with six points. 

But Bryant and the employess began to heat up in the 
second half and eventually caught the students by taking 
their first lead of the game with just under four minutes 
remaining. 

Bryant had two 3-pointers in the second half to help 

offset the long-distance shooting of students Chester 
Moore, Roli Holmes, Adrian Murray and Darrell Ragsdale. 

In the overtime periods, Bryant, math Professor 
Michael Judge and cafeteria Manager John Littles paced 
the employee scoring with five, four and four points re
spectively. Students Nelson Porter and Lance Ellison paced 
their team with two points each in the overtime periods. 

"It was a tightly fought contest," Bryant said. "We 
got a bit of revenge from our loss last year. 

"The key to the game was our 2-1-2 zone defense," 
he said. "The students were a lot younger and faster and 
were a little more in condition than we were and that's the 
best defense we could use. The zone created problems and 
was critical to our winning. It enabled us to clog up the 
middle and force the outside game and we were fortunate 
to come out on top. 

"That was a great bunch of students we were playing 
against," Bryant added. 

Students garner GCIC Jazz Festival awards 
College of the Mainland Jazz Combo students received 

excellence in musicianship awards at the Gulf Coast In
tercollegiate Conference Jazz Festival. The Festival was 
hosted by North Harris Community College. 

COM students receiving excellence in musicianship 
awards were Eric Thompson of Santa Fe on drums; Matt 

. Westmoreland of Dickinson on bass; Rodney Englebosch 
of Texas City on piano; and Tony Roberts of Galveston 
on percussion and drums. 

Each student was judged on his improvisational abil~ 
ity in regards to authority, ideas/creativity, and how well 
he handled the chord changes. The ensemble was judged 
on precision, intonation, time/interpretation, balance and 
excitement among other musical elements. 

Selections by the combo included: Cedar's Blues writ-

ten by Cedar Walton, Angel Eyes arranged by Matt Harris 
and Supris~ Samba written by Bill May. . 

COM Jazz Combo Director Sparky Koerner per
formed on trumpet with a Fac~lty Big Band along with 
the guest artists/judges and directors from the other par-

• ticipating schools. 
"This was a great musical/educational experience for 

the COM Jazz Combo," Koerner said. "The groups have the 
opportunity to hear other community college jazz ensembles 
perform and judge for themselves how well they stack up." 

Participating GCIC jazz ensembles were: North Har
ris Community Day and Night; Lee College Jazz; Wharton 
County JunioJ College Jazz; San Jacinto College North 
Jazz; Brazosport. College Jazz; and San Jacinto College 
Central Jazz. 



Show depicts latest hair styles 
Continued from Page 1--------

projected into the future. 
"High Power Techno Styling," directed by in

structor Jamie Rohden, demonstrated fast-paced styl
ing executed by three teams consisting of a stylist 
and "client." 

The final scene was planned and orchestrated 
by the students themselves. It featured a '60s style 
disco scene and the wildly gyrating bodies of the 
entire cast. A cowboy in a yellow duster danced a 
show-stopping step with one of the models in a 
painter's costume. 

The show presented the latest in hairstyling tech
niques in a unique and captivating way. 

McDonald remembers 
past through -poems 
Continued from Page 1----------

'I]le poet was chosen to read at the poetry reading be
cause he is "one of the foremost Texas poets," according 
to Dr. Sanders. 

The poet, an Air Force pilot who flew in Vietnam, is 
the Paul Whitfield Hom Professor of English and Poet in 
Residence at Texas Tech University in Lubbock. 

McDonald started writing short stories when he was 
20, and about 20 years later when fiction writing was not 
working, he began to write poems and found his niche. 

Several of McDonald's books of poems have received 
awards. Both The Digs in Escondido Canyon and Rafting 
the Brazos received the Heritage Award from the National 
Cowboy Hall of Fame. After the Noise of Saigon received 
the Juniper Prize and The Flying Dutchman received the 

· George Elliston Poetry Prize. 
McDonald kept the almost full auditorium entertained 

with his award-winning poems for a fu11 40 minutes. 
He began his reading with "Night on the Porch 

Swing," which was for his wife, Carol, who was in the 
audience. The poem described a night when McDonald 
and his wife were swinging on their porch in west Texas. 

Through descriptive imagery McDonald set the stage for 
a dark night alive with little animal sounds. He described 
how his wife dug her fingernails into his arm and squeezed 
his neck at each sound. 

McDonald alternated between telling the audience 
about himself and places he has lived and reading the po
ems. He also told the audience about his experiences as a 
pilot. These included _watching in disbelief as a pilot 
crashed right after takeoff and watching with prideful eyes 
as his wife made her first solo flight. 

The poet closed the reading with a poem about a fish
ing trip he and his wife took. "Losing a Boat on the Brazos" 
related how the boat hit a rock causing a large gash in the 
hull. The couple saved the inexpensive boat, but let all 
their expensive tackle and supplies sink to the bottom of 
the river. Afterward they laughed at the irony. 

After the reading, McDonald answered questions 
about the imagery in his poems, how he creates sound in 
his poems and how he comes up with his ideas. 

McDonald explained that when he said, "If you give 
yourself to the regions ... ," he meant that the aspiring poet 
should let the words flow from himself. He should not try 
to be like his favorite poet or poets, but let his true writing 
style show through. McDonald also advised poets to write 
about their own surroundings, the regions in which they 
live and about their own experiences. 

"It (the reading) really raised my interest in poetry, 
Romeo said. "It was fascinating to listen to the author's 
methods of developing his poetry and his sources of ideas." 

A reception, with punch and cookies, was held for 
the poet in the art gallery in the Fine Arts Complex after 
the reading. Guests were able to purchase some of 
McDonald's books which he autographed for them. 

Dr. Sanders said of the poet: "I was especially pleased 
with the time he gave answering the audiences questions. 
He did not have to give that much time." · 

\ 
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Teacher of Excellence awards given 
Continued from Page 1-----------

Before Dr. Bass announced Foster, the five students
Christian W. Glazener, chairman; Suzanne DiPiazza; Beth 
Sadowski; Shelly Quinlan and Janet Crumby-who formed 
the committee to select the outstanding teacher, read com
ments from students praising the five teachers. 

When contacted later, Foster having recovered from 
the initial shock of winning, said, "I would like to thank 
God for being in my life and giving me the peace that makes 
me a consistent teacher, the joy that flows over into my 
students, and the inspiration given to me to inspire others 
and motivation to achieve all of the goals and dreams in 
everyone's future." 

Foster, who resides in League City with her husband 
and four sons ranging from 13 years to 6 months, has been 
at COM since August 1988. She was instrumental in orga
nizing the cosmetology department and setting up the pro
gram for students to receive either a one-year certificate or 
an associate's degree. Foster spent endless hours putting 
together the program. . 

COM students nominated the Outstanding Instructor 
of the Year by casting their vote in one of the 17 ballot 
boxes located throughout the campus during the two-week 
period of March 18-29. 

Dodd, named outstanding instructor in 1986, said when 

she learned she was a finalist "I love teaching and the 
students. Perhaps this honC>r is an indication of our mu
tual admiration." 

Kish-Molina said she was surprised to be a finalist 
because this is only her second year at COM and her first 
as a full-time instructor. "I feel it is a real honor to be 
nominated by the students. I try to put a lot into my teach
ing and I felt really uplifted by such feedback." 

"I find it's an honor," Melancon said when she learned 
she was a finalist. "To be among the five finalists is an 
honor in itself. I was surprised to be nominated." 

Stallings, a 1990 winner, said: "It is special to be nomi
nated because it comes directly from the students. If I can 
just touch one student's life then I've been rewarded." 

The five finalists were selected based on the number 
of ballots. The selection committee, composed of students 
from the various campus clubs, visited the finalists in one 
of their classes to observe them teaching. 

In 1994, two qualifying categories were devised for 
instructors to become finalists in the competition, said Dr. 
True, who also was named outstanding instruclor in 1989 
and 1993. One category is for instructors with more than 
a total of 50 students; the other is for instructors with a 
total.of fewer than 50 students. Three instructors are cho
sen frorri the first category and two from the second. 

IMAX highlights history, beauty of Zion Canyon 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

The beauty of the Zion Canyon comes to life as it 
flashes across the screen in Zion Canyon: Treasure of the 
Gods. The film, which depicts the grandeur of the Zion 
National Park located near Springdale, Utah, opened to 
the public April I 9. It will run through the summer at the 
Wortham IMAX Theatre m the ous on useumofNafo
ral Science. The film alternates with Africa: The Serengeti. 

This film was produced by Douglas Memmott and 
directed by Academy-award winning director Kieth Merrill 
of World Cinemax Productions Inc. Merrill, who has di-
rected five other films, found Zion Canyon to be the most 
difficult, yet the most spectacular of his films. 

"As many of our shots reveal, the beauty and drama 

of Zion Canyon is unequaled," Merrill is quoted as say
ing. "We carted cameras and equipment into places only a 
half a doz~ climbers and canyoneers have ever seen." 

This film educates lhe audience about the culture and 
history of the Anasazi Indians, who occupied Zion Can
yon between 500 and 1200 A.D. It also displays the vari
ous landmarks and treasures they left behind, and tells the 
story of the Paiute Indians who inhabited the Anasazi 
dwelhngs and suffered ensTavement at thehands of the 
Spanish conquistadors. 

This 38-minute adventure on a larger-than-life screen 
links the past to the present in a breathtaking, heart-stop
ping segment in which two daring mountain climbers risk 
their lives for the sheer thrill of climbing. 

For ticket information about Zion Canyon: Treasures 
. of the Gods and show times call (713) 639-IMAX (4629). 

Navy strikes up the band at COM 

Lively music fills the air as the Navy rock band High Tide presents an outdoor concert for COM students 
April 9 in front of the Learning Resources Center. Members of the band are front row from ieft, Tony Tate, 
saxophone; Lynne Multer, female vocalist; John Kirksey, bass; Steve Brown, keyboard; and back row, Scott 
Wise on drums. (Photo by Murray Getz) 

' ' , . . .... . (' . ' .. , 
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Former InterCOM editors Nicole Torres, left, and Susan Littleton, center, and lnterCOM assistant editor Maree 
Doo proudly display the TIPA certificates they were awarded for journalism excellence. Theirs were the 15th, 16th 
and 17th awards lnterCOM staffers have garnered in the past nine years. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Excited award winners look to future 
Continued from Page 1-------------
her Opinion page design in the May 1995 issue and 
Littleton for her picture page design in the November 1995 
issue. 

degree, hoping to apply what she has learned to teaching. 

" I was excited, real excited when my mom told me," 
Torres said. Her mother was contacted by Doo, who found 
out about the awards from Littleton. Littleton learned of 
the COM awards while attending class at Stephen F. Aus
tin University in Nacogdoches. 

"This is my first journalism award and I'm really ex
cited about receiving this award," she said. "It really means 
a lot to me. Also, this award has made my father real proud 
of me and that's important to me." 

Littleton's award came for the COM campus life pic
ture page she photographed and designed. Winning awards 
is nothing new for Littleton, although winning one for 
something she really loves to do is. 

"I was proud of the piece," Torres added. "It was nice to 
be recognized for something I feel pretty strongly about." 
Torres took a semester off from studies but will continue her 
education at the University of Texas in Austin next semester. 

"I've won some awards for art in the past, but this is 
my first for picture page design," she said. "It feels real 
good. I feel like I accomplished something. It's a small 
step toward success." 

There she will complete her bachelor's degree in jour
nalism, with an emphasis in public relations. 

"I'd like to continue writing, but the money is better 
in public rel~tions," she said. "Plus, the hours are better." 

Littleton is enrolled at SFA working towards a 
bachelor's in communication with a minor in art. She hopes 
to see her photos gracing the pages of National Geographic. 

Doo plans to become a teacher when she finishes her 
"I would love to work for them," she said. "That's 

really what my goal is." 

SEE YOUR 
WORDS IN 
BLACK AND 
WHITE 
Do words flow easily from 
your mind to paper? Do 
you have printer's ink in 
your veins? 

to see your 
ideas in the 
lnterCOM? 

How .tbour becomi ng a bylined writer 
for rhe summer ed irion of rhe College 
of rhc Mai n land studenr newspaper. 

Enro ll in COMM 1307 (Writing for 
the Mass Media), CO M 's beginner 

journa lism course offered in 
the firs r six-week 
summer SCSSlOll, 

May 28 - Ju ly 5. A~ 
a sraff member yo u 
w ill hdp p toduce 
,morhcr issue of rhe 
award-wi nn ing 
!11terCOM. 

Whether yo u have 
journalism experi ence or 
no r, rhc lnrcrCO M sraff is the place 
fo r you. If yo u li ke ro wrire or rhin k 
you wo uld . yo u'll ger a wide array of 

experience, incl uding srraight news, 
features, opinions, movie, book, concert 
or play reviews, and in-deprh reports 
of your cho ice. You c.in also get 

involved .is a phorographer or illustrator. 

As an !11tl'l"COM staff member you 
get hands-on experience in the 
publi shing of a newspaper, from rhe 

beginning ideas ro rhe paper ho r off 
rhe p ress! 

If you have some jou rnal ism 
experience, you may qualify to enroll 

in COMM 2305 (Copy Edi ting and 
Prod uction) wi th the instructor's 
approva l. Asrrid H. Lowery may be 
reached ar (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-399 1, Ext 314. 

Enrollment in e ither course m usr 
be accompanied by the production 

lab, COMM 11 29, which will 
meer by a rrangement wirh rhe 
insrructor on some afrernoons 
at rhe srudenr's convenience. 

COMM 1307 will meet as 
a pooled class with C OMM 

2305, Mo ndays th ro ugh Fridays, 9 
ro 11 :50 a.m. 

M ay IO is the deadline to app ly fo r 

Summer I regisrrarion set fo r May 22. 
Lare registrarion is May 28 & 29. 
Applications for admission made after 
May IO will allow srtudents ro regisrer 
only du ring !a re registration . C lasses 
begin M ay 28. 

ENROLL NOW 

lnlerCOM 
NO GREY AREA HERE 

People Speak Out 
By PATRICIA HILL, MARCE DOO 
Staff Reporter, Assistant Editor 

In the past when most Americans thought about 
terrorism, images of Northern Ireland and the Middle 
East sprang to mind. With the bombings of the World 
Trade Center in New York City and the federal build
ing in Oklahoma City, we realized that terrorism can 
happen in the United States. Most recently the 
Unabomber has been in the news, fortunately this 
time because of the capture of a possible suspect. 

With this in mind InterCOM posed the follow
ing question: "A year after the Oklahoma City bomb
ing, terrorism is once again in the news with the cap
ture of the Unabomber suspect. Are you now more 
or less concerned about terrorism being a possibility 
in our community?" Editor's note: This question is 
especially timely considering the bomb scare at the · 
petrochemical plants in Texas City, Friday.April 19. 
Because of an early deadline InterCOM was unable 
to reinterview the people for further comment. 

Christian Glazener: "I 
figure anything can 
happen. I was in the 
military for six years 
and was overseas and 
saw terrorist activity in 
the Middle East. Even 
in Japan there was the 
Japanese Mafia. 

Oklahoma City might 
as well be La Marque." 

T 

Linda Lewis: "I think 
terrorism in our 
community is inevi
table and that we as 
Americans have been 
able to protect our
selves from it, but it 
will reach us here." 

Klmberly Hawkins: 
"I'm not really that 
concerned about it in 
our community. I never 
really thought about it. 
It didn't happen here, 
so I felt like it didn't 
concern us." 

Jerome Bass: "More 
concerned because I 
have a little brother in 
elementary school I 
wouldn't want any
thing to happen to him 
or other children. We 
should be concerned in 
protecting our children 

because they are our 
next generation." 

Gwen Garrett: "More 
concerned. I've always 
been concerned. We as 
a people in the U.S. go 
help everyone else. We 
don't stay at home and 
take care of our own 
people." 

Linda Wiggins: "I do 
not think there is more 
concern now than has 
been. Texas City is a 
prime target for ter
rorism. If crazies are 
going to blow up some
thing, it will happen." 



.,,, - ..... .I 

InterCOM interviews car 
See Pagel 

Summer recreational opportunities 
See Pages 6 & 7 

For registration dates 
See Pages 8 & 9 
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Teamwork saves 
Eckert's shoreline 
By BILL GLENN 
Assistant Editor 

Lake Eckert has a new look. That landmark body of 
water at College of the Mainland, which draws visitors to 
feed the _birds, walk or jog around its perimeter, or just 
gaze at the reflections in its surface, has new life. 

This new vitality has resulted from the sweepings 
from parking lots, fill dirt from a storm-sewer project and 
waste from construction of COM Parking Lot C. 

"It took a lot of teamwork from a lot of people," said 
Bob Kostelecky, member of the Central Office Team in 
the maintenance department. 

Eroded by waves and wind, the banks of Lake Eckert 
were creeping perilously close to the walking path which 
curls around those shores. 

Browning Ferris Industries had swept the parking lots 
during spring break, and a pile of sand and asphalt pebbles 
had accumulated. This suggested a partial solution of the 
erosion problem to the Grounds Maintenance Team. 

The grounds team then began a six-week flurry of 
events near the first of May. By the middle of June, they 
had devised the permanent solution to the problem. 

Grounds team members used the residue from the 
See Leftovers Page 11 

On the trail along Lake Eckert's bank, jogger, far left, and COM students, from left, Irma Jimenez, Michelle L. 
Hill and, Julian Riano walk past the shoreline, opposite the bank that was restored through the combined effort of 
several campus teams. T~e Grounds Maintenance Team performed the physical labor. (Photo by Bill Glenn) 

COM's Hensley to serve in Bosnia 
By BILL GLENN 
Assistant Editor 

Robyn Hensley, Col
lege of the Mainland ·po
lice officer and Police 
Academy instructor, has 
taken a one-year leave of 
absence beginning in 
early June to serve as an 
international police moni
tor in Bosnia. She wilt be 
part of a force of220 U.S. 
police officers called for 
by the U.N. treaty. 

H.ensley, who has 12 
years with COM, said that 
she has the full support of 
the Police Team and 
COM President Larry L. 
Stanley. She plans to re
turn to the college in her 
former capacity when she 
completes her tour of 
duty in Bosnia. 

The mission of the 
U.N. International Police 
Task Force is to monitor 
human rights abuses. 
They also will train local 
police; Although she will 

carry no gun, Hensley's first concern was not her per
sonal safety, but fear of being cold. 

COM Police Academy instructor Robyn Hensley points 
to B'osnia on a World War I map of Europe. Hensley is 
spending a year in Bosnia serving "'ith the United 
Nations as an international police monitor. 

(Photo by Rosalind H. Marshall) 

Although $80,000 
was reported as projected 
earnings of international 
police force members by 
the Houston Chronicle, 
Hensley said that figure 
was too high. She said the 
salary would be more like 
$47,000 to $48,000, with 
a per diem subsistence al: 
lowance and an end-of
contract bonus. 

Hensley said her 
only apprehension was 
leaving COM. "I care a lot 
about the college. I feel 
extremely concerned 
about my students. It's a 
once-in-a-lifetime oppor
tunity, but I'm leaving a 
lot of people behind." 

As to those items 
considered routinely ob
tainable by Americans
bathroom tissue, soap, 
cosmetics and other toi
letries-she will have to 
provide her own. "I will 

See Answer Page 11 

Carousel travels to 
UHCL, opens July 25 
By MATTHEW F. JONES 
Staff Reporter 

The Biggest Li'l Theatre in Texas is hitting the road! 
For its summer musical production, the College of 

the Mainland Arena Theatre presents Carousel on stage at 
the Bayou Theatre at the University of Houston-Clear Lake. 

'The show nins from July 25 to Aug. 11. 
The 1945 Broadway hit is the personal favorite of re

nowned authors Rodgers and Hammerstein. Audiences 
usually agree as director Mark Adams explains, ''The show 
packs a wallop; it has a powerful message and is an emo
tional experience. 

Se~ Carousel Page 11 

-COM expands class options 
Coll~ge of the Mainland provides several al~. 

ternati.Yes. to its usual course offerings. Stuqenis, 
wb,o in the past could not attend classes because of 
scheduling, childcare or transpprtation difficulties. 
now have other options to earn college credit. 

For information on weekend classes °'.'see: 
''Weekend college increases stude_nts' options" on 
Page 3; for information on telecollrses see: "Tole· 
courses return for fall semester" on Page 11; and 
for infonnation on the extension college at Clear 
Creek High School see: "COM classes held at Oear 
Creek High .School" on Page 2. 
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Editorial/News 

Church burnings 
bridge racial gap_ 

The recent spate of torching black churches 
may have been intended to intensify hatred and 
tensions between the races. If that is the ~. then 
the perpetrator-or perpetrators-have apparently 
experienced a backfire. 

A front-page story in the June 16 issue of the 
Houston Chronicle reported of the lasting friendship 
established between congregations of the white First 
Baptist Church of Conroe and the all-black Jones 
Chapel Baptist Church across town. 

When arson destroyed the black church, the 
leaders of the First Baptist Church extended an 
invitation to the congregation to use their facilities. 

Although a new building has been erected to 
replace the burned one, the interaction between the 
two congregations continues. 

What twisted thinking led to someone's setting 
ablaze such a strong physical symbol of peace and 
love? One chapter of the Ku Klux Klan has denied 
involvement and pointed a finger to other hate 
groups. Nearly everyone-regardless of faith or 
religion-deplores such action. 

No one can deny that Jesus of Nazareth's 
message was one of love. And the burning of a 
church building only increases the strength of the 
church which exists in the hearts and souls of its 
people-white or black. 

We do not yet know if the guilt for these acts 
belongs to a group, a deranged individual, or 
perhaps to some unusual chance. 

If hatred was the goal, those who set the fires 
have failed. They have only succeeded in demolish
ing some more of the barriers between whites and 
blacks. 

~Inter COM 
Managing Editor 
Assistant Editor 
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May winner Sandra Evans, director of Adult Basic Education, receives the Employee or the Month award from 
April winner Karl Stager, Financial Services Team. The award was recently created to recognize the outstanding 
service of employees to COM. (Photo by Rosalind H. Marshall) 

· First 2 Employees of the Month named 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

When College of the Mainland accountant Karl Stager 
returned from vacation, he didn't find it strange to have 
the Financial Services Team rounded up for a photograph. 
Occasionally COM teams gather for pictures. However, 
this was only a device to announce Stager's selection as 
the first College of the Mainland Employee of the Month. 

Stager was surprised to find out he had received the 
first award and was COM_ April Employee of the Month. 
"I wasn't expecting it," he said. He knew team member 
Thana Trotter had nominated him, but he dido 't think any
thing would come of it. 

Trotter said Stager is always ready and willing to as
sist students however he can. He is courteous to students, 
as not everyone is. And he also is willing to help team 
members with student problems at the cashier's window. 

Sandra Evans, director of Adult Basic Education, was 
equally surprised. She showed up at President Larry L. 
Stanley's office prepared for a meeting and was startled 
to realize that the meeting was just a ploy arranged to 
present her with the May Employee of the Month Award. 

Evans was very appreciative of the award, but was 

quick to point out that she couldn't have done it without 
the members of her team. "If you didn't have support, 
you couldn't do anything. None of us works in isolation. 
(This award) brings recognition to the (ABE) program." 

The Employee of the Month award was instituted by 
the COM Senate. The Senate is composed of staff, fac
ulty and students who participate in the decision-making 
process concerning rules and policies governing COM. 

The award is based on the acronym SERVICE which 
stands for Success, Energy, Respect, Volunteer, Initiative, 
Creative and Effective. Employees nominate a person 
based on a specific act, accomplishment or behavior that 
best exemplifies SERVICE. Any employee receiving col
lege benefits is eligible for the award. 

Nomination forms are processed by Human Re
sources. The nominee's name is removed and a number is 
assigned to each form before it is forwarded to the Citi
zens Advisory Committee. This committee, which is made 
up of people who represent five school districts located 
in the COM district, then scores and selects the winner. 

Winners receive a certificate, a trophy that is for
warded to the next Empolyee of the Month and a dinner 
for two gift-certificate at a local restaurant. They also be
come eligible for the Employee of the Year award. 

COM classes held ~t Clear Creek High School 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

Beginning in the fall semester, College of the Main
land will have an extension college at Clear Creek High 
School in League City. 

In its last session, the Texas Legislature passed a bill 
that designated COM the Junior College District for the 
Galveston County area of the Clear Creek Independent 
School District San Jacinto College will cover the Jlarris 
County parts of the CCISD. 

Students who live in the Galveston County portion of 
the Clear Creek district will receive a waiver of out-of
district fees for the extension college at CCHS. However, 
they will still have to pay out-of-district fees if they attend 
the .n:tai!l <;:OM campµs ~n 'fexas (:ity. 

Registration for the fall semester at Clear Creek High 
School will be held in the high school cafeteria Aug. 21 
and 22 from 5-7:30 p.m. Financial aid, counseling and test
ing services also will be available at this time. Late regis
tration and any other support services will be at the Texas 
City campus. 

A wide variety of credit classes, Continuing Educa
tion, as well as professional development workshops and 
classes will be offered at the high school. 

Classes will be held Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs
day evenings. Most of the classes are taught in three-hour 
blocks. 

For more information call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
• 280-3991; Ext. 435 for credit classes; Ext. 288 for Con

tinuing Education; Ext 274 for financial aid; Ext. 297 for 
counselipg; and Ext. 273 for testing. 



TAAS scor~s rise; 
but who benefits? 

Our parents did not have to talce the TAAS test. 
Neither did our teachers. In fact, the very representatives 
and administrators who instituted the Texas Assessment 
of Academic Skills test never had to pass it or even 
attempt it. So they can't appreciate the dilemma. 

Since being instituted in 1991, the still-controversial 
test has caused immeasurable stress while attempting to 
measure the skills and abilities of Texas schoolchildren. 
And, however slowly, those schoolchildren are graduat
ing. 

The TAAS functions as the performance assessment 
tool for both students and teachers in Texas public . 
schools. The Texas Education Agency sets the perfor
mance standards and then reviews the results. The 
teachers and administrators of each school district know 
this, so they all do the logical thing-teach the students 
how to do well on the test. This is where the problem 
begins. 

Most Texas schools performed better on the TAAS 
this year than last. Scores improved across the board for 
all subjects and grade levels. But how did this come 
about? What secret instructional technique was em
ployed to turn the tide against impending failure? 

It's no secret, really. If performance on a single test 
is the ~le measure of a student, a teacher, a school, or a 
district, then each will work very hard, if not exclu
sively, to perform well on that test Officials from IBA 
said as much when interviewed after the scores came 
out But after graduation, there is no TAAS. 

Instead, there are colleges and trade schools, job 
applications and family decisions, community responsi
bilities and a myriad of merchandisers clamoring to be 
among consumers' expenditures. These items are not on 
the test 

The students who have survived public schooling 
under TAAS must speak out. How well-equipped have 
you been for the challenges of early adulthood? Did the 
TAAS help you get your first job? Your own house or 
car? Did it help you decide whether or not to have 
children? 

This is not the only problem with TAAS or stan
dardized tests in general. When the SAT (and other 
standardized tests) became prominent tools for de
termining college admissions, they also were hailed as a 
panacea But the essential problem remains: How can 
only one test, talcen over one period of time, accurately 
reflect the accumulation of knowledge and skills gained 
during 12 years of school? How can schools be expected 
to produce diverse, versatile graduates only to subject 
them to a narrow, skills-specific test? How could this 
possibly determine what type of employee, citizen, or 
human being is graduating? 

You may help answer these questions with your 
vote. State elections, while not as glamorous as the 
presidential campaign, determine who will decide the 
fate ofTAAS. 

By itself TAAS solves nothing. It produces nothing 
and it benefits no one, except maybe education adminis
trators who like posting numbers on their bulletin 
boards. When the numbers become more prominent than 
the students, more important than the people, there is a 
major problem. 

But it does not have to be this way. There are many 
options available. Education leaders in Texas need to 
know the results of their experiment. They need to know 
the feelings of those who have lived through TAAS. 

If the reply is loud enough, perhaps they will realize 
TAAS is not the answer, regardless of the question. 
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A sculpture of the computer-animated dragon Draco from the film DragonHeart crouches on East Beach, Galveston, 
as final touches are added. It was one or the 68 entries in the American Institute or Architecture/Steelcase 10th 
Annual Sandcastle Building Competition held June 1. (Photo by Rosalind H. Marshall) 

Cost of political correctness too high 

Political correctness is now the .. in thing." 
Every word spoken or written has to be scrutinized 

to determine whether there could be a hidden, insensi
tive, racist or sexist connotation. If you don't find one 
yourself, someone else usually will. In our attempt not to 
insult or demean anyone, we are becoming grim and 
unpassionate. We censor ourselves and allow society to 
censor us. 

People live in constant fear today of offending 
anyone. Being labeled a racist or a sexist now can be 
likened to being called a .. Commie" during the 1950s' 
McCarthy Era. One misspoken comment or phrase talcen 
out of context and a person is labeled. Once you are 
labeled you can never escape that label. 

When political correctness first came to the fore
front, it was seen as humorous. Several novelty publica
tions poked fun at the whole concept The best selling 
one was James Finn Garner's Politically Co"ect 
Bedtime Stories, which since 1994 has sold more than 2 
million copies. 

Garner's fairy tales tell of"kindness impaired," 
"vertically challenged" and "food-centered" individuals, 
i-ather than witches, dwarfs, and gluttons. Garner's 
"Sleeping Person of Better-Than-Average Attractive
ness" wakes up and chooses to go through life without a 
prince. · . 

Unfortunately the entertainment value of political 

correctness has diminished and is now approaching 
ridiculous. 

Everyone is familiar with "Give me your tired, your 
poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free," the 
first line of Emma Lazarus's poem engraved on the 
Statue of Liberty in New York City. A later line that 
reads "The wretched refuse of your teeming shores," 
was dropped from a granite plaque at New York's John 
F. Kennedy Airport because it was considered insensi
tive to refer to immigrants as ''wretched." 

Even the Bible has not escaped the attention of the 
politically correct. You can now own the New Testament 
& Psalms: An Inclusive Version. The reference to the 
pght hand of God in Psalms 23 offended left-handers, so 
it is now referred to as the strong hand. The Lord's 
Prayer now begins "Our Father-Mother in Heaven." The 
word "kingdom" is patriarchial and is n9w "dominion.u 

If we are forced to analyze every utterance, the 
passion and power of the spoken word will be de
stroyed. 

And what of the classics and history? Are we going 
to erase the parts that we don't like, don't agree with, or 
don't consider politically correct? When we change the 
words on the Statue of Liberty, are we denying that the 
people who entered this country through Ellis Island did, 
in fact, have wretched existences in their native lands? 

In this enlightened time, s9eiety demands that we in 
no way offend the sensibilities of any other person or 
group. When people are forced to live in fear of their 
own words, we, as a country and a people, are progress
ing into the world of George Orwell's novel, 1984. 

If we are no longer able to speak off the cuff or 
write our deepest feelings without fear of censorship 
then we have lost our first right specified in the U.S. 
Constitution-freedom of speech. 

• 
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'Cop Cards' replace 
conventional cards 
By BILL GLENN 
~istant Editor 

Ask College of the Mainland police officer 
Arbry Clifton for his phone number after July and 
you may get a surprise. Instead of an ordinary busi
ness card, Clifton may hand you something that looks 
very much like a baseball trading card 

On one side of the card will be a photograph of 
Clifton with COM student employee Becky Manuel, 
on the other side will be biographical data on Clifton, 
a history of his work and his departmental telephone 
number. 

"They're more personal-not as cold and ster
ile as handing someone a business card," Clifton said. 
He noted that.it helps people to remember their po
lice officers and how to reach them if they need help. 

Clifton said that these cards-which are called 
"cop cards" by the police departments-are being 
used more and more by police officers. He will be 
the first officer on the COM Police Team to have 
the cards. "I think the others are waiting to see how 
they do before ordering theirs." 

Not only will the cards help the public to re
member their police officers, they also will help of
ficers in other area departments to remember each 
other. 

"It's sometimes two or three months between 
the times we encounter officers from other cities," 
Clifton said. He indicated that memories can become 
fuzzy after such a long period. 

Clifton does most of his patrolling on a bicycle. 

COM police officer Arbry Clifton displays 
samples of ''Cop Cards" used in place of business 
cards by police departments nationwide. COM 
is following suit, and Clifton will be the first police 
officer to have a Cop Card on campus. 

(Photo by Bill Glenn) 

"They're ideal for the bike patrol," he said. "Ve have 
a lot of close and personal contact with everyone." 

Clifton's cards are being processed now. He 
should have them sometime in latter part of Jul): 

Don't be surprised if some day you hear some
one say, "I'll trade you two Arby Cliftons for one 
Jeanette Slaughter and one Willie Huerta." 

Pickup beds culprits 
in highway litter case 
By MATTHEW F. JONES 
Starr Reporter · 

Editorial/Commentary 
Our state's Don't Mess with Texas campaign is a 

high-visibility series of public service announcements 
encouraging Texans not to litter. 

For nearly a decade, the campai'gn has featured a 
wide variety of often entertaining spots to support 
compliance with our anti-litter laws. In conjunction with 
this effort. signs are posted along many highways and 
roads to remind potential offenders at the last minute: 
"Don't do it! Don't Mess with Texas!" 

After all, litter is dam ugly and dangerous to the 
environment. We all know this, but there is still trash on 
our roads. 

I can barely imagine the idiot who heaves his or her 
fast-food garbage out an open car window. The monu
mental stupidity and selfishness of this act are too much 
for me. Surely, I thought, there are very few, if any, 
morons purposely littering in these enlightenend times. 

But there still is trash on our roads. 
So I thought long and hard about this problem. I 

turned it over in my mind every day as I drove up and 
down Interstate 45. Then one day, a theory came to me. 

It is the pickup trucks. You see, the bed of a pickup 
serves as a monstrous back seat to the drivyr. Many of us 
use our back seat as a storage area for trash in transition, 
keeping it from becoming litter and holding it until we 
find a garbage can or recycling bin. 

COM police to teach rape avoidance 

Pickup truck drivers often do the same thing with 
their truck beds'. Only there's a problem. Truck beds are 
open. The faster you drive, the harder the wind blows. 
The harder the wind blows, the more trash finds its way 
out of the temporary home and onto our roadways. Big 
problem. 

It's not on purpose, or with malice. I am certain 
many drivers clean out their truck beds regularly. But I 
seriously doubt they take an inventory of all the Coke 
cans and burrito wrappers they have tossed into the 
back. And even if they did, it would only confirm the 
truth~some of the trash is escaping! 

By BILL GLENN 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland police officers Arbry Clifton 
and Vemette Jones have been certified as insttuctors in 
Rape Aggression Defense through training they received 
at Tulane University in New Orleans from June 12 through 
June 14. ''The training was long and intensive," Aibry said. 

The course, which emphasizes two areas-awareness 
and avoidance, is designed to teach women psychological 
as well as physical defense. "It gives women options and 
viable considerations in case of attack," Clifton said. 

The police team's goal is a rape defence or RAD class 
every semester, Clifton said. Only women will attend, with 
the lowest age of students fixed at 14 years. "Women feel 
more comfortable and at ease in an all-female setting," 
Clifton said. 

"Rape attacks will probably occur in one of five set
tings," he explained. "These are the home, out-and-about, 
in a vehicle, in public transportation and on a ~te." The 
course teaches women what to be aware of and how to 
avoid possibly dangerous situations. Oifton emphasizes 
that avoidance is a prime consideration. 

The RAD course also will give students the profile of 
the date-rapist Certain actions of males should raise "red 
flags" in the minds of females. 

In the event that an attack is unavoidable, students 
are taught physical ways to thwart the aggressor They learn 
the 10 places on the male body where the most pain can be 
inflicted. Sufficient pain can temporarily disable the rap
ist to give the woman a chance to escape. 

The COM Police Team believes that such training is 
necessary for the student body and the staff", as well as for 
the general public. Classes, the first of :w~ich i~ plaqned 

for early October, will probably be announced through 
newspaper advertisements and possibly through Continu
ing Education bulletins. "\\e're still working on ways to 
get the word out," Clifton said. 

COM Police Team funds paid for Jones' and Clifton's 
training. There will be a minimum chruge to those who 
take the course. 

The training at Tulane University w~ by the RAD 
Corporation of Poquoson, Va. "We were lucky that we had 
the founder of the corporation, Larry Nadeau, for our in
structor," Clifton said. 

Each individual is ultimately responsible for his or 
her own actions and property. No law, no public service 
campaign can change people's actions. Whether littering 
_is from a simple acci<!ent or malicious laziness, we must 
look to ourselves to stop it. 

Come on, folks. Texas truly is getting cleaner. Let's 
help her get clean all the way. 

Adams journeys to Poland for theater f es ti val 
By MATTHEW F. JONES 
Staff Reporter 

Most Americans viewed the fall of the Berlin Wall as 
a good opportunity for the people of eastern Europe. Mark 
Adams saw the same event as a great opportunity for the 
people of southern Texas. 

"i'd like to arrange a cultural theater exchange," 
Adams said. "We could send a small-cast production from 
COM and then host one in return." 

Adams believes an exchange program could ''provide 
a valuable exchange of ideas and spread cultural aware
ness by first-hand experience." 

Adams, College of the Mainland's associate theater 
director, hopes to accomplish this lofty goal on his pend
ing trip to Warsaw, Poland, Aug. 12 to participate in the 
International Theatre Festival. He was invited to the five
day event to represent American community theater. 

Adams supplements his knowledge and expertise in 
theater with a broad range of experiences. And European 

culture has long been one of his main interests. "I've had 
friends who've done lecturing and directing in eastern 
Europe, and they've come back with stories which have 
always interested me." 

It took the fall of the Berlin Wall, however, to further 
pique his interest "I thought, 'How fascinating to live un
der one form of government for 70 years and then be forced 
to be free."' 

The combination of theater, culture and politics made 
the trip to Warsaw irresistible. "I'll get to put into profes
sional practice what I've been personally interested in for 
many years," Adams said. He capitalired on COM's pro
fessional development policy and his own personal inter
ests to procure the chance for the trip. 

The festival will feature English-language perfor
mances by casts from eastern European countries. Adams 
will present a paper on an indigenous aspect of American 
community theater and participate with other invited di
rectors in a panel discussion. These directors represent high 
sc~~ ~~ ppµege theater, r~gional th~ter and Broadway. 



'English' seems foreign 
to British staff reporter 

"Say What?" 
I've lived in foreign countries without 

speaking much of the language, and visited others 
where I didn't have the slightest idea what was 
being said. For all I knew, the border guards in 
Afghanistan were discussing Einstein's theory of 
relativity. As for the Turkish taxi drivers, I'd rather 
not know what they were screaming as they tried 
to splatter me and my rucksack on the streets of 
Istanbul. 

When I was planning a move to Texas from 
my native England, I thought, "At least this time 
I'll understand the language." 

How wrong I was. 
"Aheerya" took some time to decipher. It 

seemed to be an expression of agreement, said 
emphatically whenever a universal truth was 
uttered. "I know I'm speaking loudly and clearly," 
I thought to myself; "they can obviously hear me, 
why tell me so?" Oth~r validations included, "You 
got that right," and "Ain't that the truth," which I · 
took to mean, in BriJ;ish English, "You hit the nail 
on the head, old chap," or, as Mary Poppins would 
say, "I quite agree!" 

"There ya go," bewildered me for a while. 
"But I'm not going anywhere," I would protest, 
wondering why I was being given directions. 

"What's goin' on?" people would ask me, and 
after patiently explaining to them: "Well, there's a 
civil war in Bos~ia, the price of petrol (gas) is 
going up, and I do believe there's going to be an 
election," I was enlightened to the fact that it was 
just a casual greeting. -

"How're ya doin'?" was another one that 
puzzled me, "How am I doing what?" I pondered. 

"Cool!" seemed to cover a multitude of 
situations, to which an English person might react, 
"That's rather splendid, I must say." The first time 
romeone said "Yes, Ma'am" to me, I nearly fell 
off my perch (quaint English expression). Such 
reverence is reserved for the Queen where I come 
from. 

As for being called "Honey," "Dartin"' and 
"Babe" by all and sundry, that would be consid
ered politically incorrect in England, where no one 
seems to use casual terms of endearment anymore. 
Shame, I used to enjoy being called "Luv" and 
"Ducky" when I went into a caff (eatery) for a 
cuppa cha (cup of good, strong English tea). 

A friend of mine constantly perplexes me 
with her East Texas accent. "My cor really needs a 
paint job," she told me. Uh-huh? Oh, I see, car. 

"I love ort," she said,as we discussed the 
exhibition at the Houston Museum of Fine Ort, 
sorry, Art. When she started telling me about her 
family form, which is at the bottom of a heel, I 
was in trouble. Aha! An agriculturally-based piece 
of land nestling below a small mountain. I finally 
got it. 

Car parts cause no end of confusion. I open 
the bonnet to check the oil, and I put my shopping 
in the boot. A Texan pops the hood, and puts the 
groceries in the trunk. A wrench is a spanner, an 
antenna is an aerial, and as for trucks, we have 
lorries. 

After a year and a half here, I'm finally 
acclimatizing. The other day I caught myself 
saying, "Alrighty, I'm fixin' to leave. Bye y'all!" 
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Area high school students, from left, Jessica Cain, Misty Hoy, Rebecca Valentino, Elizabeth Rogers and Michele 
Dyogi examine fetal pigs during the lab for Dr. Rhame's BIOL 1408 class in the first summer session. Cain, 
Valentino, Rogers and Dyogi are participants in COM's SuperStart Scholarship program. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

SuperStart propels area teens into col_lege 
By MICHELLE L. HILL 
Staff' Reporter 

How would you like free tuition and fees? Free boolcs? 
That's what 49 local teenagers received tJtis• summer. 

The students who are juniors and graduating seniors 
from local high schools are participating in College of the 
Mainland's SuperStart program this year. 

SuperStart is a scholarship program designed to al
low high school juniors and seniors earn tuition-free col
lege hours the summer before or after their senior year. 
COM pays for the books, and the tuition and fees for one 
course during the first summer session. The classes avail
able for SuperStartstudents are ENGL1301, ENGL1302, 
geology, chemistry, biology and college algebra. 

Almost 300 students have benefitted from the 
SuperStart program since it was established in 1987 with 
English Professor Ouida Sanmann as its director. Sanmann 
was asked to establish the program at the direction of Dr. 
Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student Devel
opment, who was familiar with a similar program at Blinn 
College in Brenham. 

SuperStart, which was modeled after the program at 
Blinn, was originally intended to attract students to COM 

and to give them an enriched experienced. The program 
became a success, and soon developmental math teacher 
Jess Olive began working with Sanmann on it. They 
worked together on the program for two years before 
Sanmann relinquished control to Olive. 

Sanmann stated enthusiacally "It is a wonderful pro
gram and I'm proud of it." 

The three criteria for students to apply for the 
SuperStart scholarship program are 1) be in 11th or 12th 
grade; 2) have a teacher's recommendation; and 3) have 
one of the following: an ACT score of at least 24, an SAT 
score of at least 1000 or be in the top·25 percent of their 
graduating class. 

If they fit the criteria for the program, students are 
then chosen by theµ- responses to questions and essays that 
they write. 

This year's recipients represent 10 different area high 
schools. The students are from Texas City, LaMarque, 
Dickinson, Hitchcock, Santa Fe, Galveston, Crystal Beach, 
Houston, Bacliff and League City. 

This year's program has the highest number of par
ticipants that COM has ever had, Olive said. He added 

- that it is a great program and hopes it will become even 
more popular and successful. 

COM hosts summer high school prograni 
By RICHARD DAVIS 
Staff' Reporter 

As it has since 1989, College of the Mainland is again 
hosting the Mainland Secondary Summer School Program. 
The summer school is run in conjunction with six area 
school districts: Texas City, Santa Fe, Dickinson, 
Hitchcock, Friendswood and La Marque. 

Program Coordinator Bridget Ferrell said several fac
tors lend advantages to the COM program over what an 
individual district could offer. 

"It allows students an opportunity to meet and inter
- act with students from other distrtcts," she said. 

Ferrell went on io explain that pooling the districts' 
students increases the likelihood of classes meeting mini
mum enrollment requirements, therefore avoiding the can
cellation of classes. 

The program runs Monday through Friday and offers 
morning classes as well as afternoon classes to better meet 

. students' needs. Morning classes are in session from 7:20-
1: 10 p.m., whileafternoonclassescommenceat 1:45 and 
finish at 4:45. · 

This year the summer school program has an enroll
ment of 550 students, a slight increase over last year's 
enrollment. The program's faculty and staff members also 
come from the six school districts, ~ does the principal, 
Kevon Wells, who teaches science and Principles of Tech
nology at Texas City High School. The localized faculty 
coupled with the COM campus give both a sense of diver
sity and a sense of familiarity to the program. 

"One of the underlying benefits of having it (summer 
school) here at COM is that the entire community ge~ 
exposure to the college campus," the principal said 

The classes offered allow students to either recover 
credits they have fallen short of earning during the regular 
school year, or a chance to take additional courses over 
the summer to acquire extra credits enabling them to meet 
the growing admission requirements of many major uni
versities. 

Wells' office is located in the Technical/Vocational 
Building in Room T-149. Any questions or concerns may 
be addressed to his office at (409) 938-4211 or (713) 280-
3991, Ext. 493, or to the coordinator's office at Ext 406. 

The program's classes end July 19. 
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NBA Champ fails 
if graded on curve 

Richard 
Davis 

Curve balls are funny things. They have colorful 
names, such as Uncle Charley, the Alabama Hammer, 
the deuce and the hook. They vary from pitcher to 
pitcher. They have caused baseball's greatest hitters to 
buckle at the knees. Some physicists even deny their 
very existence, claiming they are merely optical 
illusions. 

Dwight Gooden's hook helped the 1986 Mets win 
the World Series. 

But, before this year, a curve ball had never helped 
win an NBA tiUe. 

Indeed, as the final horn sounded on the NBA 
season, the days when Michael Jordan was mired in 
bush league mediocrity, chasing deuces in the dirt 
seemed far behind him. Instead, he spent the 1995 off
season chasing a new dream-a return to his former 
glory, a return to the top of the NBA mountain. 

Jordan spent his time hitting the weights and 
hardwood instead of hitting the batting cage and 
outfield last summer. A lackluster return to hoops 
months before seemingly reignited the fire that had 
burned within him since he was cut from the varsity 
basketball team as a sophomore in high school. 

Absent this season were the glut of commercials 
from McDonald's, Gatorade, Hanes and Nike that made 
Jordan a pop culture icon. There was no mistaking that 
his focus centered not only on basketball, but also on 
affmning his place in that sport's history. In doing so, 
Jordan did much more than affirm his place-be has 

stirred new arguments that this Bulls team may be the 
best ever. 

Despite inconsistent production, ranging from 
awesome to awful all year, from Scottie Pippen and 
Toni Kukoc. Despite occasional attention lapses from 
Dennis Rodman, who often seemed to be squeezing in 
basketball games between book signings and late night 
appearances. Despite being the team that everyone in 
the NBA wanted to beat, Jordan led the Bulls to the best 
regular season record in the NBA's storied history. But 
that wasn't where it would end. 

He led them through the playoffs, virtually un
scathed, including a 4-0 sweep of the Orlando Magic. 
Ironically, the Magic were slotted as the NB A's next 
dynasty a·year ago before being bumped off by the 
Rockets in the finals. More ironically, the Magic had 
stopped Jordan's comeback the year before enroute to 
the finals. Some saw the 1995 Chicago-Orlando as a 
passing of the torch. Jordan proved this year that, if 
anything, it was an aberration. 

In fact, two of the Bulls' three playoff losses came 
directly from the Seattle Supersonics in the Finals. 
Winning two games of six was the best the top team in 
the Western Conference could muster. The Bulls won 
the series 4-2. Jordan was again crowned MVP and 
champion. 

Forgotten were his days as a Birmingham Baron (a 
minor league baseball team) when he rode an old bus 
and carried his own bags. Forgotten were the struggles 
of his NBA return where he was dominating one night 
and dominated the next. 

Without a doubt, Michael Jordan will reign not 
only as one of basketball's greatest ever, but as base
ball's best-known player to never make it past minors. 

It's impossible to say where he'd be right now if 
he'd been able to hit a curve. Maybe he'd have made it 
to The Show (major leagues), maybe not. In all likeli
hood though, he would have already played his last 
basketball game. 

Quite simply, being u~ble to hit a deuce is what 
has made Jordan a champion again. 

And he has his Uncle Charley to thank for it 

July moon to light way for 'F~n Run/Walk' 
By ROSALIND H. MARSHALL 
Staff Reporter 

The moon ean have a strange effect on some people. 
At 9 p.m. on Friday, July 26, you'll find crowds of 

walkers and joggers flocking to College of the Mainland 
for the 17th Annual Moonlight Madness Fun Run/Walle. 

"We got together and thought: 'It's too hot to run in 
the daytime, let's do it at night,"' explained Maryann 
Urick, coordinator of COM Recrea,t,ional Programs. 

Moonlighters can sign up for two events: a one-mile 
walk and-ii three mile run/walk;. The route will course 
through the COM campus, along sidewalks and through 
parking lots, and will be marked out with chalk. 

The first through fifth fastest male and female fin
ishers in each event will receive an award. There are no 
age categories. 

All adult participants will receive a commemorative 
tank top and children will receive a T-shirt. 

Everyone participating in the event also will be eli
gible for prize drawings. These include a night's stay for 
two at the Hotel Galvez in Galveston, gift certificates for 
Gaido's Restaurant and Casey's Seafood Cafe, in 
Galveston, and Rosario's Italian Restaurant in Texas City. 

Snacks; fruit, popsicles and Glycomax will be avail
able for refreshments. And to cool off afterwards, the COM 
swimming pool will be open until 11 :30 p.m. 

The event is open to students, staff and the public. 
"We get all ages," said Urick. "Entire families run 

together; it's been a popular event." 
Entry fonns are available at the front desk of the gym. 

The entry fee is $14 per person, and the deadline for reg
istering is Friday, July 19. 

For more information call-the Physical Education 
Office at (409) 938-1211, or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 417. 

And don't forget to bring your swimsuit! 

Wearing a Moonlight Madness Fun Run/Walk tank 
top, lnterCOM staff member Julian Riano jogs the · 
trail around the lake. (Photo by Rosalind H. Marshall) 

. . 
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Laser Quest reminds of laser days gone by 
JULIAN RIANO 
Staff Reporter 

Everyone nostalgic for Laser Tag toys of the '80s, will 
be thrilled to hear that Laser Quest, a new entertainment 
venue in Houston, has opened at 13711 Westheimer Road, 

It joins a chain of Laser Quest franchises popular in other 
large cities, such as Dallas, Miami and Las Vegas. 

Laser Tag is a game in which each player is given a gun 
that shoots a harmless red laser and a vest that has a target 
on the front that registers how many times it has been hit by 
the laser. 

At Laser Quest the rules are basically the same as those 
for the Laser Tag game, except that opponents are given a 
25-minute time limit and a score. Groups also can compete 

against each other as teams. . 
You don't need to be sharpshooter to play Laser Quest, 

and it is a great stress reliever. 
The playing area is a darkened, maze-like enclosure filled 

with catwalks, hallways and hiding places perfect for snip
ers. It also is full of special effects such as swirling fog clouds, 
black lights, strobes and New Age music. 

For full enjoyment of this exciting game, it is best to 
wear comfortable clothes and shoes to allow easy movement. 
Black clothes work best because they blend in with the sur
roundings. 

Laser Quest is ideal for students, parties and company 
outings. The cost for a session is $6.50 per non-member and 
$5 per member. For more information call (416) 633-2000 
or (713) 869-0707. 

. League play adds a competitive spirit to the summer recreation program at COM. The Thursday Night Volleyball Leagues, 
shown here during the May playoffs, run from 10-12 weeks depending on the number of teams entered. At the net, from left 
are Fred Patterson (spiking the ball) with Darren Burns and Roy McCulloch (blocking). (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Su er Rec offers s 
By RICHARD DAVIS 
Staff Reporter 

If summer is traditionally viewed as a time for rest and 
relaxation, then College of the Mainland is breaking with tradi
tion. COM's summer recreation program has a wide variety of 
activities, both indoor and outdoor, not only to keep the com
munity busy, but also to keep it physically fit. 

COM students (with a current ID), senior adults (with a 
COM Senior card), and children under 5 are admitted free. Guest 
fees, for adults and youths, are $3 and a monthly adult member
ship is $15. Community memberships, valid through Aug. 31, 
also are available ($32 for adults, $18 for youths and $78 for a 
family). 

These rates entitle members to use the facilities during the 
specified times at no additional charge. Any questions about 
the facilities may be answered at the front desk in the gym, or 
by calling (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 422. 

For those seeking to beat the heat and head indoors, COM 
has a virtual plethora of pastimes available in the gym. 

The gym floor itself is available for everything from bas
ketball to volleyball, table tennis to badminton. 

Also available inside are the weight and exercise rooms. 
The machine weights are available Monday through Friday from 
7:30-10:30 a.m. and again from noon-9 p.m. However, access 
is restricted to ages 16 and up (individuals 13-15 are allowed 
with parental supervision). 

The free weight room is likewise open Monday through 
Friday, but has slightly different hours. It is available mornings 
from 8-9 and afternoons and evenings from 1-9. To use the 
weight room equipment, participants must be 16 or older. 

e time o t· ns 
The aerobic exercise room features a BioClimber, a Nor

dic Ski machine, three Stairmasters, two StarTrac treadmills 
and a number of exercise bikes. Again, participation is limited 
to those 16 and older; however, the room is available whenever . 
a credit class is not using it. 

The gym also houses COM's swimming pool for which 
separate lap swim and recreation swim times have been estab
lished. Morning, adult-only lap swim times are 7-9 Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, and 7:30-9 Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

The evening time is ?-5:45. Recreational swim times, open 
to all ages, are 1-5 p.m., then again from 6:45-9:15 Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, and 3-5 p.m. Tuesdays and Thurs
days. 

After the workout, the gym also provides two whirlpools 
and a sauna which are open all day to those 16 or older. 

Still indoors, but separated from the gym itself, are CO M's 
two racquetball courts which are open from 8 a.m.-10 p.m. dur
ing the week, and 9 a.m.-7 p.m. on the weekends. Again, par
ticipation is limited to those 16 or older (anyone younger must 
be accompanied by a parent). Court times are limited to one 
hour per group; reservations are taken starting at 9 a.m. on week
days. 

For those who don't mind a little sweating, the summer 
recreation program offers several outdoor activities. 

The track is open to runners, joggers, and walkers alike as 
is the trail that extends from the track through the college cam
pus. It features both flat straightaways;curves and hills to add 
variety, and plenty of trees, grass and ducks to add scenery. 

For larger groups, the baseball diamond is suited to either 
baseball or softball. However, interested parties should be pre
pared to supply their own equipment 

Yoga classes help 
seniors stay supple 
By ROSALIND H. MARSHALL 
Staff Reporter 

You are never too old to get in shape. 
Many students in the Yoga for Seniors class at Col

lege of the Mainland are in their 70s and even 80s. 
Some students have been attending classes since they 

first started here 26 years ago. Some have only recently 
started, but all have one thing in common: They care about 
their health. That means staying flexible, strong, relaxed 
and independent With yoga, they get all that and more. 

"When I first came to yoga I couldn't even kneel, 
and I'm able to kneel in church now, which really de
lights me," said Leona Lamb, one of the students. 

Well past retirement age, Lamb talked about how yoga 
has improved her health. "I have a defective heart and 
suffer from high blood pressure. I needed a physical ac
tivity that I could do safely. In the few months that I have 
been doing yoga, I've really improved; I've been taken 
off two blood pressure medications already. 

"To be able to relax and clear my mind of the things 
that make my pressure go up, it's really helping me." 

Yoga stresses improving mobility in the body's joints, 
along with building muscular strength and releasing ten
sion, which makes it ideal for seniors. Many students such 
as Lamb, are doing yoga on their doctors' instructions. 

"A lot of my students are here with high blood pres
sure; many have had strokes or injuries, and they get well 
because of the therapy they get here," said Billie Lam
bert, who has been teaching yoga at COM for 26 years. 
"They get in control of their life and say 'Hey, I want 
quality life, within whatever quantity that I have." 

. In addition to the seniors class, which meets in the 
early afternoon, Lambert teaches two other classes which 
are open to all ages. All classes meet twice weekly. 

Men and women from all walks of life are getting 
hooked on yoga and its beneficial effects. "I like it so 
much I've been taking it for 11 years," said Dorothy 
Murray. "It helps me sleep at night, and I'm much more 
relaxed during the whole day." 

Sara Morrow added, "It just makes me feel so good." 
However, Octavia "Tavi" Shanahan had a warning, 

"Yoga becomes an addiction!" She continued, "I have 

Yoga instructor Billie Lambert teaches students of all 
ages about the many healthy benefits of yoga exercises. 

(Photo by Rosalind H. Marshall) 

taken this for many years, and I feel more supple-I have 
a need for yoga." 

Yoga is becoming more popular. 
"For many years, people thought that all you do is 

come and sit in a pretzel," Lambert explained. "We learn 
about nutrition here, the anatomy and workings of the 
body, and we learn how to relax. 

"We learn to be in control of our emotions, our exer
cise, our eating." Students are encouraged to eat nutri
tion-rich foods and to become label readers in order to 
avoid health hazards, such as saturated fats, high sugar 
content and hidden caffeine in food. 

One of the differences between yoga and other exer
cises is the lack of competition. Whatever limitations you 
may have, you can still benefit--at your own level--from 
the movements. Subdued lighting encourages students to 
concentrate on themselves. At the end of every class stu
dents relax for 10-15 minutes, listening to gentle music, 
or Lambert's guided visualizations. Both promote a sense 
of well-being which lasts long after the class ends. 

Edan Tamburine summed up what yoga has done for 
her. "I was introduced to yoga about 25 years ago, and I 
had gotten away from it. I came back to it because I needed 
to get my life centered and balanced, and it makes me 
feel so much better." 

For more information about classes, refer to the Con
tinuing Education schedule, or visit the front desk at the 
gym. Or call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 417. 

Competition adds heat .to summer tourneys 
By RICHARD DAVIS 
Staff Reporter 

Although the first summer school session is cooling 
down, the College of the Mainland summer recreation 
tournament schedule is heating up. 

Next on the schedule is the Weeknight Racquetball 
Tournament for July 15 and 16 (Monday and Tuesday) 
from 6-10 p.m. The sign-up fee is $14 per person and 
must be submitted along with all entries Monday, July 8. 

The tournament is being sponsored by both COM and 
the Lowry Physical Fitness Center in Texas City with 
matches being held at both locations. Each participant is 
guaranteed two matches regardless of their outcome. Also, 
T-shirts will be given to all participants with awards go
ing to the first-and-second place finishers. 

For those seeking a less physical type of competi
tion, COM's Table Tennis Tournament is scheduled for 
Wednesday, July 31. Registration fee for non-students is 
$4. However, registration is free to anyone with a COM 
student ID card. 

The tournament will be held in the gym in Room P
l 12. The deadline for registering is Monday, July 29, for 
all participants.-

Rounding out the summer schedule is the 3-on-3 Vol-

leyball Tournament set for Tuesday, Aug. 13, at 6 p.m. It 
is an open division tournament with each team composed 
of three members (at least one of whom must be female). 

A $6 fee per person must be paid upon registering 
for the tournament which covers awards as well as an entry 
fee. Sign-up deadline is Thursday, Aug. 8; however, the 
field is limited to the first 12 teams that register. 

Participants in the COM-BAT (Bay Area Triathletes) 
Mini Triathlon, made up of a 300 yard swim, 15 mile 
bike ride and 3 mile run, receive final instructions 
before the competition. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 
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Adams maintains high quality theater 
By MATTHEW F. JONES 
Staff' Reporter 

It was almost one year ago when · the call went out 
nationwide. One of the most successful and respected com
munity college theater programs in the country needed a 
new associate theater director. 

A tragedy created the need, but often out of tragedy 
comes opportunity for growth. In this case, 300 applicants 
vied for that opportunity. The college chose Mark Adams 
to replace the late Reggie Schwander, who died of AIDS 
in February 1995. 

When tallcing with Adams, College of the Mainland 
associate theater director, it doesn't talce long to see why. 
His office walls are covered with memorabilia from film 
and theater, and his book shelves hold volumes of plays. 
This man knows his work. 

But he knows more than just his worlc. "I've worked 
in the film industry, as a screenwriter; I've directed for 
television and for professional theater. 

"Since I've done so many different things, quite hon
estly, this job is the perfect marriage of what I most enjoy 
doing-directing plays and teaching classes." 

The marriage appears to be going extremely well al
most a year later. 

"It has been very fulfilling," Adams says. "I'm very 
active in academic theater, I teach two classes per semes
ter, I;m the adviser to the student theatrical guild and I try 
to maintain a supportive and helpful relationship with my 
students." 

Those who are used to the Arena Theatre's high-qual
ity productions may forget why they are so excellent. But 
Adams can explain why. 

"Basically, I function as a professional director. I di
rect two or three shows each year that are not just college 
productions, they are community theater productions." 

This unique relationship provides both the challenge 
and the reward for Adams and all of the theater's partici
pants. It also makes Adams' job a little tougher. 

"A lot of our goals are strictly maintenance-main
taining the high quality of the shows, the high quality of 
instruction, our reputation and continuing the Southwest . 
Premieres we do every year. This is our priority." 

One immediately senses he won't stop there. He 
doesn't. "In terms of advancement, I want to build on the 
success of last year's Celebrity Auction. 

Mark Adams, ~iate theater director, rests between 
rehearsals of Carousel, COM Arena Theatre's summer 
musical, set to open July 25.(Photo by Matthew F. Jones) 

"Last year, we achieved our goal of five new theater 
majors. This year, I would like to top that number. And, 
we must keep our commitment to expanding the opportu
nities for our students. That is why we created Theatrix, 
the student theater guild. That has been very exciting and 
rewarding." 

This summer's musical, Carousel (July 25-Aug. 11), 
will be Adams' first COM musical production. (It will be 
presented on the Bayou Theatre stage at the University of 
Houston-Clear Lake.) 

Again, he's taking on as much as he can. "Half of the 
cast members have never appeared in a COM production 
before. Also, many of the players come from musical back
grounds, so this will be my first opportunity to work with 
them." 

In case this isn't enough, Adams has one more activ
ity to keep him busy. He'll travel to Poland Aug. 12 for the 
International Theater Festival to represent American com
munity theater, as well as the COM Arena Theatre. 

Adams obviously enjoys his work here at COM, and 
considering his success and future plans, the feeling seems 
to be mutual. 

Shakespeare festival 
in Houston Aug. 2-17 
By MATTHEW F. JONES 
Staff' Reporter 

Summer brings many things to Houston. Some 
of them, like mosquitoes, are rather unpleasant. But 

• fortunately, summer brings some pleasant things as 
well. 

One of those pleasant things is the 22nd An
nual Houston Shakespeare Festival at the Miller Out
door Theatre in Hermann Park. The festival features 
weekend performances from Aug. 2-17, with all 
shows at 8:30 p.m. 

This year, the festival presents The Winter's Tale 
and Macbeth from Shakespeare's massive repertoire. 
Both plays will be essentially traditional productions, 
presented in the approximate time and setting of the 
original plays. 

The Winter's Tale comes from late in 
· Shakespeare's career and is known as a romance or 
problem-comedy. Not as grand in scope or tragic in 
consequence as Macbeth, The Winter's Tale has per
haps a more universal theme-the effect of time on 
the individual and society. 

Macbeth, one of Shakespeare's most widely pro
duced tragedies, talces the audience to Scotland near 
the end of the Darlc Ages for a classic power struggle. 
At stake is the throne of Scotland and the souls of 
those who desire it. 

The Winter's Tale plays on Aug. 2, 8, 10, 14 and 
16. Macbeth appears on Aug. 3, 7, 9, 15 and 17. All 
performances begin at 8:30 p.m. 

All tickets are free, but pavilion tickets must be 
picked up the day of the show between 11:30 a.m. 
and 1 p.m., at the Miller Outdoor Theatre ticket of
fice. Arcy remaining pavilion seats will be available 
beginning one hour prior to showtime. No tickets 
are needed to sit on the grass. 

Miller Outdoor Theatre allows theatergoers to 
bring anything they wish except glass containers. 
Recommended items include a blanket, repellent for 
the aforementioned mosquitoes, a cooler full of bev
erages and cool, comfortable clothing. 

Summer library hours different from fall, spring 
By JULIAN RIANO 
Staff' Reporter 

Do you have a lot of reseach to do? Is home life so 
hectic that you <;an 't concentrate enough to complete your 
assignments? Where can you turn? 

The College of the Mainland Library is a great place 
to start. The helpful staff and quiet environment will put 
you back on course. 

The summer hours are Mandays through Thursdays, 
7:30 am.-9 p.m.; and Fridays, 7:30-noon. The library is 
not open on Saturdays during the summec 

If you are new to COM and need help in the libraI)4 
Tracey Cuellar, reference librarian, will be glad to assist 
you. 'The library is central to the success of the students 
and the college," Cuellar said. 

Cuellar, who said students may call herTracey, will 
be happy to show them how to find materials on their own. 

Among the reference tools available at the library are 
COMCAT, the library's computerized database, and the 
Library Reference Network, a CD-ROM local area net
work. 

The library also has a World Wide Web station lo
cated to the right of the circulation dtsk. 

"Libraries are a blending of old technology (AKA 
print) and newer technologies," Cuellar explained. 

The library also features a monthly exhibit on a num
ber of subjects in the display cases on the first floor and on 
the mezzanine. 

Tillie Henson, circulation coordinato~ encourages 
COM staff, students and community members to partici
pate in putting together exhibits. Anyone wishing to put 
together an exhibit should contact Henson at the library 

Along with perennial displays such as Black History 
Month and Christmas, past exhibits have included a child 
development display, student art work, African art work 
and various collections. 

· June and July's exhibit was set up by COM cosmetol
ogy student Minnie Shelton. It showcases a comparison 
between past and pr~eot COSIJletolog}t 



Counseling & Testing Center 
Career, transfer advice 
provided for students 
By ROSALIND H. MARSHALL 
Staff Reporter 

Need some advice on which courses to take? Or help 
with writing an impressive resume? The College of the 
Mainland Counseling and Testing Center can help with 
these and many other issues. 

Located on the second fl~r of the Student Centei; 
the Counseling and Testing Center offers a wide range of 
student services, including an orientation program for new 
students, academic advice, personal counseling, a career 
resource library, transfer information and in-house testing 
for app~· and certification. 

"A prospective student may come in with a career in 
mind," said Counseling Center student assistant Becky 
Manuel. "We can help them find out the facts. They can 
view videos about an occupation and use the Guidance 
Information System (GIS), a computer program which 
gives information on 3,000 colleges and universities, fi
nancial aid and can even print out personalized scholar
ship letters." 

Counselors provide individual advice on education 
and career goals to help students select the right path. In 
addition, a wealth of self-help resources is available in the 
form of books, videos and pamphlets, covering subjects 
from time management to public speaking; Free workshops 
also are held periodically, on topics such as resume writ
ing and job search strategies. 

Representatives from the University ofTexas Medi
cal Branc~ at Galveston regularly come in to give talks on · 
careers ranging from nursing to physical therap)' and other 
colleges such as the University of Houston-Clear Lake, 
will do presentations on the courses and facilities they have 
to offer. 

Anew addition in the Counseling Center is theTrans: 
fer Center, which houses material from senior colleges 

Galveston IMAX film 
tells immigrant's story 

By MATTHEW F. JONES 
Staff Reporter 

The newest IMAX 3D film at Moody Gardens 
in Galveston is Stephen Low's Across the Sea of 
Time. The film centers on Tomas, an 11-year-old 
Russian stowaway on a ship traveling to New York's 
Ellis Island, as he begins a quest to find the family 
of his long-lost ancestor. 

This is the film's first showing outside of New 
York City, where the film is set The film's tale of an 
immigrant's journey will resonate with Galveston's 
history as the largest immigration point in the Sooth. 
An exhibit of the Galveston immigration story also 
will be on display in the IMAX Gallery. 

One of the film's most intriguing elements is 
the juxtaposition of actual antique stereocard pic
tures-on the cutting edge of photography in the 
early 20th century-with the IMAX 3D format of 
the movie-today's newest film technology. 

Low, director and producer of the film, describes 
the effect of 3D photo stills in a 3D film, "These 
tiny, little images-intended to be looked at through 
stereopticon, and never intended to be blown up-
were suddenly life-size. Pictures of these long-ago 
dead people were very poignant and sad." 

Across the Sea o/Time shows daily at 11:45 a.m., 
2:15, 4:40, 7:05, and 9:30 p.m., the last as a double
feature with The Last Buffalo on Fridays and Satur- -
days. Tickets are $6 per person; free for children ~ 
and under. For information, call (800) 583-4673. 
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InterCOM staff' members Michelle L. Hill and J~an Riano survey displays from universities in the transfer room 
or the Counseling and Testing Center. The center is located on the second floor or the Student Center and offers a 
variety of services, such as academic advice and in-house testing. (Photo by Rosalind H. Marshall) 

across the state, giving practical information about the 
campuses as well as course equivalents and transfer re
quirements. 

Professional counselors are available for confidential 
individual or group sessions to discuss academic concerns 
and personal issues. "The more the students know about 
themselves," said Leroy August, one of the counselors, 
"the better they can be aware whether the career they 
choose will give them the opportunity for growth." 

Self-help resources in this area include books, audio 
and video tapes on subjects such as stress, substance abuse 
and eating/weight problems. Referrals can be made for 

issues not covered in-house. . 
Appraisal tests, wh'ich determine proper course lev-

els for students, are-administered.in the Testing Center as 
are GED tests which are given on a regular basis. Students 
also can take certification tests in fields, such as law en
forcement and process technology. For students seeking 
credit for particular courses through testing, nationally stan
dardized CLEP tests are administered monthly. 

When asked whether students made enough use of 
the Counseling Center, Manuel said: "No, I don't think 
enough people know we are here, or what we have to of
fer. Make use of us, we are here for you." 

COM offers variety of on-ca~pus food choices 
By BILL GLENN 
Assistant Editor 

Hunger pangs should never interfere with one~ stud
ies at College of the Mainland. Numerous ways to ease 
that feeling are scattered across the campus. 

John E. Littles, food service manager at COM, pointed 
· out that there are more that 35 vending machines on cam-

• pus which are stocked with drinks, snacks and even sand
wiches. The sandwiches are available in the lunchroom in 
the older section of the Technica]/\bcational Building. 

Littles is employed by Brown Food Service Inc. of 
Texas City which has the contract to provide on-campus 
food. In addition to the vending machines, there is a snack 
bar with a cafeteria-style "hot line" in the Student Center 

The hot line serves a complete meal which includes 
an en tree, two side orders, bread and a drink. The average 
price is $4.97 with tax. Littles said that 250 to 350 of these 
meals are served each day during the fall and spring se
mesters, and 150 to 250 during the summec 

A self-serve sandwich bar provides from 75 to 100 
orders each day. Short orders are available, as are break
fasts cooked to order which are available all da)t Pizza is 
served at 75 cents per slice. 

Littles has been in his present job for the past yeac 
"The first change I made was to change the attitude of 
food service employees," he said. "Now they're friend
lier and more customer-oriented." 

Lee D. King, with approximately two months at his . 
job, is kept busy as he services the vending machines in a 
never-ending cycle. He said he wants his customers to be 
completely satisfied. 

King advised that the best way to avoid change trouble 
with the machines is to use coins instead of bills. How-

,,, I ··lo~) ~··••••:t·~t:,1." •• .,,.,,.._,# i,l\:l' • .-, .... l. 

ever, if bills must be used, then one should read the in
structions and insert the bill as indicated. He also said that 
old bills should not be used. These precautions will avoid 
the machine's "eating" of the money. 

Littles said Brown Food Service Inc. also caters events 
on campus. The company operates in the Galveston County 
area and also provides services on Galveston beaches. 

Summer hours for the snack bar are Mondays through 
Thursdays from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. and Fridays from 8 a.m.
noon. 

Fall and spring semester hours are 8 a.m.-8 p.m., 
Mondays through Fridays. 

Littles said that he participates in college activities 
and takes classes when he can. He can be reached at ( 409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 415, 

: Btiii.iiiij1~1iii~~~illiiillll fi 
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IIlterviews 
Retiree relishes 2nd career: teaching math 
By MICHELLE L. HILL 
Staff Reporter 

"I like working with young people. I think it keeps 
me young," said Jess Olive, World War II veteran, retired 
chemical engineer and College of the Mainland math in
structor. 

Olive, who teaches primarily developmental math at 
COM but has taught college algebra, trigonometry and 
trigonometry-based physics, enjoys his job and encmJr
ages his students to do their best He says he calms his 
students' math fears and tries to gt'ct them over their pre
conceived notions about the subj~ by explaining the 
material well and encouraging them to see that "math is 
not the booger that they think it is." 

In addition to teaching developmental math, Olive 
also handles COM's SuperStart program, a scholarship 
program for high school students that COM English Pro
fessor Ouida Sanmann began in 1987. 

Olive, who proudly acknowledges that he is 69, be
gan his life in Homer, La. When he was 15 his family 
moved to Texarkana, Ark., and at 17 he tried to join the 
U.S. Army but wasn't allowed to enlist because he· did 
not meet the age requirement. When he turned 18, how
ever, he was successful in joining. His fJrst duty station 
was in Scotfield, Ill., from where he was transferred to 
Okinawa. There he worked as a typist and clerk. 

After serving seven months in Okinawa, Olive re
turned to the United States and attended the University of 
Arkansas in Fayetteville where he earned both his 
bachelor's (with honors) and master's degrees in chemi
cal engineering. He then was offered a scholarship to the 
University of Oklahoma in Norman to earn his doctorate, 
but chose instead to move to Texas City and take a job at 
Union Carbide. "I was just too tired of school," he said. 

Olive married his wife, Ruth, in 1954, two years af
ter moving to Texas City. They have two children, Tim 
and Kay. 

In 1982, while still employed by Union Carbide, Ol
ive began teaching Industrial Chemistry and Process Eco
nomics at the University of Houston-Clear Lake. The fol
lowing year Olive retired from Union Carbide after 30 
years of being a chemical engineer. He then decided that 
teaching was what he wanted to do after retiring, which 
brought him to COM in 1986. 

When he is not teaching, Olive keeps busy with vari
ous clubs, groups and organizations. These include the 
Golden Division of the Texas City-La Marque Chamber 
of Commerce of which he is a member; The Pioneers Club, 
an organization for Carbide retirees; and the Texas City 
HOST PfOgram, which he helped establish. This program 
assigns volunteers. to help two elementary students for 
one hour each week. 

He also serves on the board of directors of Junior 

COM developmental math instructor Jess Olive pauses 
while working on material for the SuperStart.program, 
which he directs. (Photo by Rosalind H. Marshall) 

Achievement in Texas City and La Marque and is the Sun
day School director at First Baptist Church in Texas City. 
When the time permits, Olive likes to travel, fish and col
lect stamps. 

Olive, who has never been a grandfather but thor
oughly enjoys his students, says of them, "TJ:ley are my 
grandchildren." 

Ford Fair lane tells life story, reveals colorful past 
By ROSALIND H. MARSHALL 
Staff Reporter 

There's more to that '56 Ford Fairlane in the parking 
lot of College of the Mainland's Automotive/Diesel Lab 
than meets the eye. 

"So, exactly how old are you, Mr. Fairlane?" I asked, 
having caught him idling the day away. 

"Just call me Lane," he purred. "I'll be 40 years old 
this year. Henry Ford actually named me after his man
sion, Fair Lane. I was so popular when I came out that for 
the first time, Ford sales overtook Chevrolet's. But you 
know, I feel so tired nowadays, exhausted really. I seem 
to have lost that spark. I just can't keep up with the younger 
generation. I used to live in the fast lane," he began to 
choke; "now I'm practically on the scrap heap." 

I waited while he spluttered and coughed, then steered 
the conversation toward his happier days. "I understand 

·you've been a movie star, Mr. Lane," I probed. 

He warmed up again: "That's right, my debut was in 
Psycho-I drove Janet Leigh to the Bates Motel-that 
was my big break; then I had a lead part in American 
Graffitti. After that I kind of took a back seat. I came out 
of retirement for Grease, however. I was an extra in the 
diner parking lot" 

"Do you like the movies today, Mr. Lane?" I wrenchoo 
him away from his past. 

"Oh yes, any road movie, of course. I liked Speed, 
and I enjoy anything with Tom Cruise or Harrison Ford." 

"Favorite movie of all time?" I pushed him. 
"Christine, without a doubt." His windshield began 

to steam up. ''Now there's a girl with soft shoulders and 
dangerous curves. Nasty temper, ihough, when she gets 
overheated. Of course, I have seen plenty of movies in 
my time, especially at the drive-ins. Only trouble was, 
I'd always get popcorn stuck between my seat runnners." 

"And what have you been doing since your acting 
career slowed down, Mr. Lane?" I asked, dragging him 

Ex-movie star Mr. Fair Lane languishes in the secluded Automotive/Diesel Lab parking lot at COM. His gla
morous acting career was cruelly cut short by the fashion fads of a new era. Although forsaken by bis owner, he is 
planning a triumphant comeback upon completion or bis facelift. ·(Photo by Rosalind H: Marshall) 

back to reality. 
He looked back at me with hooded eyes: "It didn't 

slow down, Hon'; it screeched to a halt. Once the '60s' 
styling came in, · everyone wanted Corvettes and 
Thunderbirds. I was reduced to a novelty, a period piece, 
an antique," he roared. "I spent 10 years coasting, I mean, 
casting around for parts, then found myself living on the 
road, sleeping rough. I started to fall to pieces. Look at 
me now-I haven't washed in weeks-I just don't do jack. 
My antenna is duct taped to my windshield, for Ford's 
sake," he whispered throatily. 

"Don't you have anyone to look after you?" My heart 
turned over, this two-tone jalopy was moving me, power
fully. 

"Some guy was working with me back in the spring 
... " he started up wistfully, then stalled. "But ... I guess he 
got the red light from someone at home; haven't seen him 
since." 

"Mr. Lane," I began, hesitantly, "how would you like 
to go for a drive, just the two of us?" 

He popped his driver's door open for me. I climbed 
in. "Sit back, Baby, and enjoy the ride," he rumbled. We 
drove off into the sunset, his tail lights twinkling as 
"Heartbreak Hotel" crackled out from his radio. 

Journalism: JUST DO IT! 
Have you ever wanted to write for a newspa

pet:butnever had an.oppottpnity? Well no'Y is yout 
chance. You can lake a journalism class atpollege 
of the Mainland and become a staff reporter for the 
lntetCOM. 

· Wti~ with little ot~Q journalism experiMee 
/ as. well as Ul~ withext>C4ence ar~ welc9wed, ··· 
·· · ··.· The begihing joutnalism el.ass/COMM 1307, 

Writing fofthe Mass Media, meet$ 9:3o..12:20 p.m. 
on MondaysandWednesdays. loumalism students 
also must. take the journalism Jab, COMM 1129~ 
Student Po!liciation. ..... ..< . . .. .r . 

St.udtr;;tswithjoumalisµiexperiencemayspeak 
with Professor Astrid HdLowery about taking a 

\t• higber-leveti:lass. Cal1(4~)938~ 1211 c:,r(713)280-
t 3991~ ExtraH for more infQIDJation, . 

. .. . ~. :- ·.·. .. ~ ' ' . 



Answer to ad leads 
to Bosnia assignment 
C!)ntinued from Page 

be backed-up in that area by Bob Williamson, Butch 
Carr and my parents," she said. Carr is with the 
COM Police Team and Wtlliamson is with the Po
lice Academy. 

The management company contracted by the 
U.S. State Department to recruit and train person
nel is Dyn-Corp Aerospace Technology. Hensley 
first learned of their needs for officers through ex
Police Academy student Robert Dodd. He called her · 
attention to a newspaper advertisement which 
started her on her journey to Bosnia. 

The advertisement asked for officers with 10 
years experience in law enforcement, six years of 
supervisory work, training experience and a 
bachelor's degree. 

In addition to the 220 officers who will operate 
in the U.S. sector of Bosnia, 1,600 will represent 
other U .N. countries. 

Hensley was enthusiastic when she talked of 
the challenges and adventure facing her. However, 
a note of sadness crept into her voice when she said, 
"I'll miss them-I couldn't have a better family than 
the people at the college." 

Leftovers, topsoil help 
complete lake's renewal 
Continued from Page 1-----------
sweepings to ftll the worst holes along the bank. The path
way was_ savedirom falling into the water, but consider
able erosion damage remained, which without interven
tion eventually would become a major problem. 

At that time Texas City was installing a storm sewer• 
on Amburn Road. The Central Office Team asked Texas 
City authorities for the topsoil which was being hauled 
away from the storm sewer project. The request was 
granted, and the city left the topsoil in piles around the 
lake-at no charge. · 

The next windfall came as construction began on 
Parking Lot C during the same time. Kostelecky said that 
Trimble and Stephens Construction Services of La Marque 
had contracted to haul the large pieces of asphalt away 
and to place the existing limestone base where directed. 

Kostelecky then told how Neal Young of Trimble and 
Stephens carefully separated the asphalt from the lime
stone, and then dumped truckloads of. the clean limestone 
around the lake. 

Stanley Equipment Company of La Marque (no rela
tion to COM President Larry L. Stanley) contracted to 
extend the bank 10 feet around the perimeter of the lake. 
"They then placed the limestone, shaped the bank, com
pacted it and spread and dressed the topsoil," Kostelecky 
said. This took three weeks beginning May 14. 

Susceptibility to erosion still remained. The team de
cided to "hydro-mulch" the bank. Hydro-mulching con
sists of spraying seeds and spores suspended in water to 
ensure thick and even growth. 

Saddlebrook Grass of Houston, which did the hydro
mulching, gave instructions to water the mulch daily for 
eight to 10 days and then every other day until the grass 
was high enough to mow. Once the roots had formed, the 
erosion would be stopped. 

"The only water we had in sufficient quantity in the 
area was in the lake," Kostelecky said. "The contractor 
recommended a boat and a pump." 

The Central Office Team bought a pump and bor
rowed a boat from the Industrial Education Team. Grounds 

- Maintenance went into a flex-time mode so that watering 
would continue on Saturdays and Sundays. 

"Now if this isn't a terrific example of a multi-team. 
effort to improve the appearance of our lake, I don't know 
what is," _Kostelecky exclaimed. 
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Carousel promises musical excitement 
Continued from Page ----------

"It offers soaring music, wonderful melodies, great -

dancing and comedy, but it also leaves you with some
thing to think about." 

Carousel will be Adams' first musical since coming 
to COM as associate theater director in September 1995. 
His musical director for the show is Michael Mertz with 
Marybelle Chaney and Paula Sloan handling the choreog
raphy. 

The musical takes place in a coastal village in Maine. 
The story traces a swaggering, lighthearted carnival barker, 
Billy, who marries a naive millworker, Julie. Billy loses 
his job just as he learns Julie is pregnant. Desperately in
tent upon providing a decent life for his family, Billy is 
coerced into being an accomplice to a robbery. 

The show's choral highlights include: "If I Loved 
You," "June is Bustin' Out All Over" and "You'll Never 
Walk Alone." The cast has prepared diligently to reach 

top form for the production, rehearsing Monday through 
Friday, 7 to 10 p.m. The featured performers include Shane 
Fairchild as Billy and Tudra Bonner as Julie. Julie Simpson 
will play Carrie and Jay Meyer is cast as Enoch Snow. 

James Coate takes on the role of Jigger, Bonnie 
Marston is Nettie Fowler, Debra Tibbetts plays Mrs. Mullin 
and Courtney Wissinger is cast as Louise, Billy and Julie's 
daughter. 

Carousel is destined to be another in a tradition of 
exciting and unforgettable offerings from the Arena The
atre. Performances run Thursday through Saturday nights 
at 8 with matinees on Sundays at 2:30 p.m. All shows will 
be at the Bayou Theatre in the Bayou Building on the UH
Clear Lake campus. 

For ticket information; including group discounts, stu
dent rates and general admission, contact the COM box 
office at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 345. 

Telecourses return for fall seIDester 
By PATRICIA IIlLL 
Managing Editor 

Did you know you can get credit for GOVT 2301 or 
HIST 1301 i.n the comfort of your own home via your 
television set? 

College of the Mainland, through an agreement with 
Galveston College, is once again offering these courses 
through the Distance Education Program this fall. COM 
began offering telecourses in the spring semester. 

The courses are targeted at students who are unable 
to commit to traditional college classes due to work, fam
ily responsibilities or other circumstances. 

Students can register at either COM or Galveston 
College. Registered students. mustattend .an orientation 
session at COM on Saturday, Aug. 31. Books and class 
documents may be purchased at either college bookstore. 

Once students have registered and have been oriented, 
with books, notebooks and pencils in hand, it is time to 

begin class. 
Three options for viewing the lectures are available. 
Every week lectures are broadcast on Channel 8, 

Houston's PBS station. During the orientation, students 
will be given the air dates of the lectures. Those who miss 
the broadcast can view the tapes at either college library. 
The easiest option is to rent a set of tapes for $29.95. This 
will add to the convience of the course. · 

The courses require only three tests which must be 
taken on campus at either COM'~ Testing Center or 
Galveston College's Skills Enrichment Center. Prior to 
each test, review sessions are scheduled at both campuses. 

As the flier for the courses indicates, "Don't confuse 
flexible and convenient with easy." Much wotk and time 
is involved. The courses require self-discipline'. 

For information on the telecourses call Carol Rankin 
at Galveston College (409) 762-82~6; or Elizabeth 
HasserdatCOM (409) 938-1211 or(713) 280-3991, Ext. 
212; or the Distance Leaming Hotline at (800) 305-6226. 

Summer 1996 InterCOM staff 

Summer 1996 lnterCOM staff members gather on the back staircase or the Learning Resources Ce"1ter. The 
staff members are front row, from left, Richard Davis; Gina Castro; Matthew F. Jones; Julian Riano; and 
Bill Glenn, assistant editor. Back row, Patricia Hill, managing editor; Michelle L. Hill; and Rosalind H. 
Marshall. Layout artist, Maree Doo, is not pictured. (Photo by Astrid.ff. Lowery) 
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What's Happening 
Sports editor speaks to journalists 

By MICHELLE L. 
HILL 
Staff Reporter 

Rick Gilliam, Texas 
City Sun sports editor and 
College of the Mainland 
student, spoke to COM 
journalism students on 
June 13. 

Gilliam talked about 
• his experiences on the 

L---R- ic_k_G_i_U_ia_m __ ___. 'staff of a small-town 
newspaper and offered ad

vice to those seeking a future in journalism. 
He used the story of his life to convince his audience 

that it takes a lot of hard work and patience to reach one's 
goals. Gilliam explained that he first became interested 
in journalism in high school and began his career when 
he was a senior in high school, covering sports events for 
the Sun in the La Marque school district 

Later he became a bundle hauler (literally hauling 
· bundles of paper to carriers' houses) and then a district 

sales manager which was "basically just a glorified pa
perboy." After Gilliam left the sales job, he became a cor
respondent for the Sun, which meant he sold his work on 
a story-by-story basis. When a position for a sports re
porter became available, Gilliam applied and was hired. 

"I dido 't go to college, and I really felt fortunate that 

I was able to start working full time at a newspaper," 
Gilliam said. 

He worked as a sports reporter for eight years at the 
Sun before he was made sports editor. That promotion, 
however, was contingent on his getting a college degree. 
Gilliam, who began his college education at COM in fall 
'95, explained that education is an integral part of jour
nalism; a degree is an absolute necessity. 

In addition to a college education and the ability to 
write well, Gilliam said, "You need to know your read
ers." The reporter also needs to have ties to the commu
nity, especially a small-town newspaper reporter. Gilliam 
said the reporter has to get a sense of who he is writing 
for and about, and he also needs to circulate in the com
munity to hear the readers' opinions. He stated it would 
be difficult to get the familiarity needed without having 
some type of strong connection to a town. 

The editor also warned his audience that journalism 
is not an easy, glamorous job. The salary can be low, the 
hours can be long, and it is a difficult field to enter. How
ever, reporting does have its rewards and a few perks. 

Gilliam emphasized that journalism is definitely a 
public career. A writer's personality as well as his indi
vidual writing style show through in his work. 

Reporters learn how to write and improve their writ
ing through a variety of methods, but, he said he learned 
to write by reading other reporters' writing. He also em

. phasized that writing requires strong convictions. "You 
have to feel strongly about what you are writing about." 

Artist gives COM students hints for success 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

John Lowery, co-owner and president of Design At 
Work located in Clear Lake, spoke with the summer jour
nalism and graphic arts students June 5. Lowery, the son 
of InterCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery, spoke about skills 
and traits necessary to succeed in any career. 

Lowery discussed three factors in his formula for suc
cess: talent, education and enthusiasm. He said people 
have come into Design At Work to show him their portfo
lio and "maybe they had talent, maybe they had enthusi
asm, but they've had a poor education," he said. "We 
also get people who have all the talent in the world, but 
they can't communicate. To me they are duds. I don't want 
those people." 

Lowery stressed the importance of communication 
and dedication to completing a job even if it means hav
ing to work long hours to do so. · 

Lowery, who is an artist, said that when he is work
ing on a project for a client, he has to become knowl
edgeable about the subject "You almost have to become 
a little pseudo expert." He considers himself a generalist 
rather than a specialist. "I don't know everything, but I 
know a little bit about a lot of things." 

Lowery also stressed the importance of paying at
tention to courses that seem uninteresting or irrelevant. 
"If you are taking these classes that you really don't care 
about, do everything you can to absorb them (anyway). 
You never know what's going to come back around." 

When Lowery and his partner Mike Stovall started 
Design At Work, they "did everything wrong." They had 
no experience in business and no financing. "Everything 
we did and our success in a lot of ways has been purely 
by luck or an accident," Lowery said. 

From the time he was in junior high school, Lowery 
knew he wanted to own his own advertising agency. 
Acknowledging his lack of business education and the 
difficulty that lack caused, he urged all who want to own 
their own companies to take some business courses. "I've 
had to prepare myself the hard way; I've learned by fire." 

Lowery suggested students consider doing internships 
to gain work experience. Design At Work uses interns and 

Lowery said it benefits both the intern and the company. 
Internships, which may or may not be paid, allow 

students to work in their chosen career field. Interns ex
perience first-hand the demands of the job and the amount 
of time and dedication required. The intern receives valu
able work experience he can use on his resume, and the 
company receives inexpensive or free help. The intern 
also makes contacts in his field aod occasionally is hired 
by the company he interned for. 

Lowery attended the Art Institute of Houston while 
working full-time at Eagle Engineering in Clear Lake 
where ,he met Stovall. After four years at Eagle, he went 
to Space Industries and later to a small advertising agency. 

While both were working at Eagle, Lowery and 
Stovall began Design At Work as a part-time business. 
About six years ago Lowery convinced Stovall to make 
Design At Work a full-time concern. They now have seven 
employees and are in their third office in Clear Lake. They 
also have a shop in Dickinson called Design At Work 3D. 

Lowery began his talk with a slide presentation about 
a typical day at the office that included being greeted by a 
group of enthusiastic employees ready to hand him his 
newspaper, coffee, aspirin and completed work. 

Lowery displayed a collection of his work ranging 
from his earliest space illustrations at Eagle and Space 
Industries through recent pieces at Design At Work. He 
explained the process involved in creating an ~dvertise

John Lowery _ 

ment, what media he 
used ( original artwork 
and/or computer gra
phics) to produce it 
and its purpose. 

At the end 
Lowery quizzed the 
group over facts he had 
discussed and general 
knowledge The first 
person to correctly an
swer each question 
was awarded a poster 
of Lowery's work or a 
Design At Work T
shirt. 

People Speak Out 
By Gina Castro, Patricia Hill, 

Matthew F. Jones and Rosalind H. Marshall 

"Summertime and the living is easy ... "People 
are planning vacations, going to the beach, hang
ing out at the pool or just taking it easy. And here 
we are in class working hard to earn those neces
sary credits. In light of this fact, InterCO M decided 
to ask an undemanding question: "What is your fa
vorite thing about College of the Mainland?" 

Tiffany Walker: 
I like COM for several 
reasons. It is close to 
home and offers lots of 
new courses, Basically, 
it is a good school for a 
junior college . 

Karyn Longstaff: 
The tuition costs are 
very affordable. 

Warren Murray: 
You can take courses 
you need over the 
summer, and they will 
transfer to other 
schools. 

Demetra Nelson: 
I like the nice view of 
the lake. It is quiet and 
peaceful. You can study 
in a peaceful atmo
sphere. 

Cass Castanie: 
The teachers and classes 
are great. I usually go to 
Texas A&M, but the 
student/teacher ratio 
here makes the classes 
more advantageous. 

Preppie Olison: 
COM caters to the 
students. · 

Melissa Espitia: 
It's not too big. The 
buildings are not all 
spread out and the 
campus isn't so 
crowded. 

Lain Faust: 
I've taken classes at 
three different colleges, 
and these are the most 
enthusiastic teachers I 
have ever had! 



Wheelchair athelete 
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Unsung Heroes: Grounds Team 
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A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND 

Deans address student concerns 

Dr. Donald G. B~ (left) dean of Instruction and 
Student Development, and Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean 
of College and Financial Services, lead the discu.sion 
at the COM Student Concerns Forum held Oct.1 in 
Room A-127 of the Administration Building. 

(Photo by Bill Glenn) 

By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

Telephone registration, transportation and sched
uling of advanced ma1h and science courses were just 
a few of the topics discussed a the Student Concerns 
Forum held OcL 1 at College of the Mainland 

The forum allows students to communicate any 
concerns to both Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruc
tion and Student Development, and Dr. Henry D. Pope, 
dean of College and Fmancial Services. 

Student Government Senator Jose Galvan asked 
if telephone registration would be available soon. Dr. 
Pope answered, "Yes. The question is when." The 
college is currently working on getting the software 
system running properly. Telephone registration should 
be ready for summer, but Dr. Pope hopes to have it 
available for spring. Each course in the spring schedule 
will have "a unique index number for telephone 
registration" providing the system is ready for spring. 

Dr. Bass called atention to ConnectTransportation 
which provides door-to-door transportation to anyone 
in the local a..-ea. The cost is $1 ez.dl way. Reser1ations 
have to be made 24 hours in advance. To schedule a 
ride, call 1-800-266-2320. 

See Phone Page 7 

Fans mourn death of rapper 
SeePageJ 

October 
1996 

TIPA Award-winner 

TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

Student Government 
election held Sept. 24 
By AMY PATLACH 
Staff Reporter 

Nearly every organ
ization in the world has 
some system of govern
ment. The United States has 
Congress, big businesses 
have a board of trustees and 
Coll'ege of the Mainland 
has Student GovemmenL 

COM Student Gov
erment has been around for 

Don Rittenhouse Sr. three years. It acts as a lia-
son among all of the college's rec~ized clubs. According 
to the COM catalog, Student Government allows the ideas 
of students and clubs to be presented, discussed and voted 
on. It addresses issues submitted by the president of the 
college and other staff members, and approves funding 
requests submitted by clubs. 

The Student Government election, SepL 24, deter
mined officers. They are Don Rittenhouse Sr:, president; 
April Fields, vice president; Afra Gatson, secretary; 

See Student Page 7 

Dr. Sanders' first full-length poetry book published 
ByMARCEDOO 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland F.nglish professor, Dr. Marie 
Sanders, has produced the first full-length collection of 
his own poetry, available now in the COM bookstore and 
in Suite B of the Leaming Resoun:es Center. 

The book, Before We Lost Our Ways, published by 
Hurakan Press under the auspices of the HumanitiesTeam 

Giant duck sings 
birthday surprise 
ByLORIELLEBLACKWELL 
and AMY K. PATLACH 
Staff Reporters 

Imagine sitting in your psychology class listening 
intently to the instructor's lecture while taking notes. 

Suddenly the classroom door is thrown open. 
You glance up and see an eight-foot yellow duck, 

wearing hot pink hightops, red tights and an inflatable 
innertube. As you stare at him with both \\Onder and awe, 
he dances the Macarena 

Then he reads to your instructor from a cant. "Happy 
30th Birthday, Camille. I got you. Love, Qrris." 

The duck then tells the startled instructor, "And no.v 
I have a birthday rap for you." Turning to the class, he 
says, "When I point to you, you say, 'Toot your horn."' 

Then he directs the instructor, "Now, Camille, when 
they tell you toot your horn, you blow into this noise 

See Macareni Page 8 

SepL 17, may be purchased at the reduced price of $7 .50. 
The book lists at $9. 

The poems are filled with imagery. Dr. SandeJS uses 
word combinations that create distinct mental pictures. 
For example, "Bobbi stiffens like a stump; the motor of 
her body convulses," is from "For My Sister; 1961:' 
Another example of his imagery is "The com is on its 
knees, crawling,"from "Pierce County Summer:• 

Dr. Sanders, in his fourth year at COM, purposely 

Fantasy art exhibit 
at COM Art Gallery 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Staff Reporter 

Striking images of dream-like landscapes greet 
visitors to the College of the Mainland Art Gallery this 
fall. The new exhibition, Sanctums, is a collection of 
14 pieces by mixed-media anist Gary Washmon. 

Washmon, originally from Tuscon, Ariz., teaches 
painting at Texas Woman's University, Denton, and 
previously taught at the University of Texas at Austin. 

At his lecture to open the exhibition on Sept. 25 
in the Fine Arts Building, Washmon spoke of !JOwing 
up among the deserts and mountains of his home state. 
He felt homesick for these after he went to graduate 
school in Illinois, where he found himself surrounded 
by a panorama of flat fields. This contrast sparked his 

See Sanctums Page 7 

has no pictures or drawings accompanying his poems so 
the reader can concentrate on his or her mental images. 

"I hope that the poems will stand on their•o.vn merit 
without visual accompaniment:• said Dr. Sanders, a 
member of the Humanties Team. Since coming to the 
college he has revived the COM literary magazine. For
merly known as Sidewinder, now Huralcan. Dr. Sanders 
has produced two editions. 

See Poetry Page 7 

Gary Washmon stands beside one of bis paintings 
on display in the COM Art Gallery's newest exhibit, 
Sanctums. (Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

' 
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Editorials/News 

COM students help themselves to free bot dogs and sodas as SAB members stand by to help them. The SAB 
sponsored the Welcome Back Kickoff Sept. 10. Door prizes were awarded at the close of the event. 

(Photo by Bill Glenn) 

Hot dog! It's a kickoff at COM 
By JULIAN RIANO 
Staff Reporter 

Students received warm greetings at the Welcome 
Back Kickoff held Sept. 10 in the breezeway of the 
Learning Resources Center at College of the Mainland. 
The Student Activities Board sponsored the event 

Several shifts of SAB members served free hot dogs 
and sodas to the approximately 400 students, faculty and 
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staff. Door prizes also were awarded .at the close of the 
1cickoff. 

The grand prize was a new backpack filled with school 
supplies. COM freshman Niesha Harris was the winner. 
The runners-up received SAB T-shirts. 

The Solution, an area band, provided live 
entertainment, playing a variety of original and cover songs. 
These ranged from pop to rap to reggae. Band manager 
Gary Wilkins said the band plays many clubs in the 
Houston-Galveston and Austin areas. 

"Look for our new album Down For the Struggle," 
Wilkins urged. • 

COM President Larry L. Stanley welcomed the 
students and encouraged them to get involved with campus 
clubs or organizations. Representatives of various COM 
clubs also made short presentations. 

Director of Student Services James Shippy, the adviser 
for Student Government, invited all students to meet the 
Student Government candidates Sept. 19 before voting for 
the candidates of their choice Sept. 24. 

For a listing of the new officers, see related story 
"Student Government election held Sept. 24" on Page 1. 

Letter to the Editor 
_lnterCOM gets pat on back 
Dear Patricia Hill, 

I would like to thank you for your articles on "COM 
. at Clear Creek," "Weekend College," and "Telecourse" 
in your July 1996 edition. We need all the help \\e can 
get in publicizing the various alternative modes of 

_ obtaining an education in today's busy society. 
You have an excellent publication, keep up the good 

worlc. 
Alex Pratt 
Chairman of :Educational Programs 

Editor's Note: Hill was the managing editor for the July 
issue of InterCOM. Pratt is the overall coordinator of 
the College of the Mainland evening extension al Glear 
Creek High School in League City. 
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Team brings beauty 
to campus grounds 
By BILL GLENN 
Staff Reporter 

Most of us have an occasional tussle with the 
lawn mower and other gardening tools. Most of us 
dread the job, especially after the first urges of 
spring. But, imagine that yoµr yard is the size of the 
College of the Mainland campus. Could )OU keep it 
as beautiful as this campus is kept? 

That's the job of seven people-t\\O women and 
five me~the COM Grounds Maintenance Team. 

"We're a proud team;• said Gaylen Hayward, 
who described himself as co-leader of the team. 
"We're proud of what we're doing, but we do need 
the help of students and of the comrmnity." He added 
that litter is one of the team's biggest problems. 

11 
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"F.ach night the parking lots are left with beer 
cans, wine bottles, paper and waste of all kinds. It's 
hard to imagine that people in an educational 
institution could be so careless." 

Hayward points out that, like most of academia 
today, the team is on a limited rudget. The time that 
it takes to clean up the litter.could be better spent on 
one of the ongoing programs of campus 
beautification. 

One of the newer efforts in the beautification 
projects was the adding of more color to the flower 
beds around the Administration Building, the Fine 
Arts Complex and the Student Center. "That's all 
complete except for a few fall plants;• Hayward said. 

Another project of the entire maintenance team 
was control of soil erosion around Lake Eckert. 
Grounds Maintenance did most of the physical worlc 
on that effort. 

More frequent fertilization of the soil is another 
change in the team's schedule, This, coupled with 
the sprinkler -system, which is only four years old, 
should promote more rapid growth of all shrubs, 
grass, flowers and trees. 

Hayward said that the ducks on campus are at 

times controversial. In addition to creating nuisances 
on the sidewalk, they ha:ve a habit of eating the 
flowers. 

Many people are fond of the ducks. However, 
they multiply rapidly. At times steps must be taken 
to reduce the fowl population; usually the birds are 
given to people who will care for them as pets. 

Hayward described the time when there were 
geese in the flock that began to show aggressive 
behavior toward humans._The geese had to be taken 
away. 

The team has lost very few plants to disease or 
insects. Hayward said that prompt attention to 
problems gets the credit. State law requires that 
anyone who sprays shrubbery for these problems 

have a state license. Hayward has the license and all 
team members can operate under his supervision. 

Horticultural activities are not the team's only 
duties. They repair the sprinkler system and 
plumbing connected with the system. They also 
move furniture around the campus. 

Hayward concluded with an admonition against 
"messing up the grounds." He said, "We owe it to 
ourselves and to our children who may someday 
attend this college. 

------



Dorothy Kemp of the Grounds Maintanence Team gets 
ready to mow the COM grounds. Kemp and other 
members of her team have been working hard at 
cleaning up and beautifying COM. 

(Photo by Bill Glenn) 
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Tupac Shakur's death stirs emotions 

The rap world bas suffered a great loss with the 
recent death of rapper Tupac Shakur. Shakur, who 
received nationwide fame and scrutiny for his graphic 
depiction of street life, died Sept 13 from wounds 
received in a Las Vegas shooting a week earlier. 

Only 25, Shakur had barely reached his musical 
peak. He received enormous criticism for his lyrics, 
which glorified the violent ways of urban streets and the 
degradation of women. Yet, these lyrics that brought 
criticism also helped sell more than 6 million copies of 
his final album, All Eyes on Me. 

COM studentJeremy Bass expressed the loss that 
many young people feel when he said, "Every time I 
drink, I pour out a little of my liquor for him." 

Shakur was attempting to change his image of being 
a thug when he died Perhaps his recent engagement to 
music icon Quincy Jones' daughter was the reason for 
the change. His life was an ironic display of life 
imitating art On the one hand he was charged and 
served time for sexual assault, on the other hand he was 
the shooting victim in a 1994 attempted robbery. 

"At the end of his life he tried to tum things around 
by encouraging young black males to vote:" COM 
student Elizabeth Rue said. 

While most African Americans feel a deep sense of 
loss with the death of Shakur, some whites have mixed 
feelings. "He could have rapped about it (street life)," 
said COM student Chris Greenwald, "but he shouldn't 
have lived his life that way." Many believe that Shakur's 
death was a fitting way for a "gangsta" rapper to die. 
Shakur's murder only reinforced white America's view 
of the violent world of rap, using his death as an "1-told
you-so" point of view. COM student Monty Halili said, 
"I think it's sad because he had everything, but he 
wanted to hang with the thugs." 

I am first saddened by the death of Tupac because I 
looked up to him as an artist 

Secondly, because he is another brother who bas 
gone from "The Cradle To The Grave" as the song says. 

Shakur, who lived a violent life, followed in his 
mother's footsteps by trying to rebel against a racist 
society. Shakur's mother was a Black Panther. While 
many saw him as self-destructive, I saw him as a fighter. 

Who will weep for Tupac? I will, you will and so 
will many others. Maybe Shakur 's death will help us to 
understand that rage is in all of us. We must learn to 
control this rage that has built up inside, or it will 
control us. At the very least, Shakur's death should 
remind us that death touches us all. "Lord Knows" how 
it touches me. 

Redistricting brings confusion to 9th District 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

On Election Day, Nov. 5, those of us who choose to 
vote will be heading to the polls to cast our '°te in local, 
state and national elections. 

In the March primaries we narrowed a field of 
Democratic and Republican candidates to one person from 
each major party. Now we will vote to either re-elect 
President Bill Clinton or to \Ote into office Repubiican 
Bob Dole or independent Ross Perot of The Reform Party. 

In the senatorial race we may choose to keep 
Republican Phil Gramm or select newcomer Victor 
Morales, a Democrat 

However, when we get to the part of the ballot alloted 
for the 9th Congressional District, we will have one 
Republican and two Democrats to choose from. 

In a recent ruling, the Supreme Court struck down 
three Texas congressional districts as unconstitutional. 
Districts 18, 29 and 30 were at the heart of a 1994 lawsuit 
that alleged racial gerrymandering when these key districts 

COM registration up 
By LORIELLE BLACKWELL 
Staff Reporter 

Parlcing places may be hard to find due to the 108-
student increase at College of the Mainland 

This fall, COM has an enrollment of 3,742 students 
as compared to last fall's enrollment of 3,634. 

COM has 1,139 new students this fall as compared to 
• last fall's new student enrollment of 1,075. 

More returning students registered this fall than last: 
2,603 to 2,559. This information was furnished by Wanda 
Scarlett, a student records specialist in the Admissions 
Office. • 

Enrollment increases could be credited to affordability. 
"COM is more affordable than a big university:' said 

COM student Jodie Watts. "Books and the cost of classes 
are a huge expense at big universities. One class may cost 
$200 at a university whereas the same class may only cost 
$80 here at COM." 

were drawn. The Supreme Court redrew these three districts 
and the surrounding districts affecting all of Houston and 
all of Dallas. As a result, the March primaries were thrown 
out and a special election schedule was set 

Voters cannot vote straight party until after they cast 
their vote in the 9th District race. 

If no contender in the 9th District gets a majority (more 
than 50 percent) on Nov. 5, then voters will have to return 
to the polls on Dec. 10 to choose a winner in a runoff. 

Currently, Republican Steve Stockman of 
Friendswood is the 9th District representative to Congress. 
Stockman is the only Republican on the November ballot 
l\vo Democrats round out the ticket 

The Democratic winner of the March primaries is Nick · 
Lampson, long-time Jefferson County tax accessor. 
Democrat Geraldine Sam, who was defeated by Lampson 
in March, has re-entered the race. 

By redrawing districts this close to the election and 
overturning the primaries, the Supreme Court bas only 
succeeded in confusing \Oters. This confusion could have 
a severe impact on the November election. Confused \Oters 
might just choose not to vote. 

Although the Democratic Party is endorsing front
runner Lampson, Sam's entry into the race could split the 
vote. Having two Democrats on the ticket makes it easier 
for Stockman, the only Repulican, to win. 

Don't forget to VOTE on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 5 
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COM now offers courses at CCHS 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Staff Reporter 

Due to a cooperative agreement between College 
of the Mainland, the San Jacinto College District and 

Professor Jo Ann Pevoto teaches British Literature, 
at the new program of COM night dasses held at 
the Clear Creek High School. Facing her is student 
Marilyn Waegner. (Photo by Amy Patlach) 

the Clear Creek Independent School District. COM is 
now holding classes at Clear Creek High School. 
Classes are Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday nights. 

All students enrolled in.the evening classes at Creek 
are considered to be in-district providing they live within 
the boundaries of Galveston County. College credit and 
Continuing Education courses are now in progress and 
also will be offered in the spring semester. Currently 
the enrollment is up to "369 credit class slots and about 
310 non-credit class slots," said Alex Pratt. chairman 
of Educational Programs. 

Credit courses range from elementary algebra to 
American government, national and state. However, 
many of these credit courses have testing requirements. 
To know the requirements, contact the COM Appraisal 
Test Center. Continuing Education courses range from 
Adult CPR to Personal Financial Planning. To pick up 
a full listing of courses go by the Counseling Center 
located upstairs in the Student Centet 

Some familiar and not so familiar faculty teach ~ 
Creek. The four full-time COM faculty members are 
Jo Ann Pevoto, Janice Smith, Brenda Brown-and 
Terrence Kettler. "The other faculty members are 
adjunct faculty who nonnally teach for us," Pratt said 

- Each faculty member meets the basic requirements for 
all faculty: master's degree and 18 hours in their 
teaching field 

For more infonnation call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991: Credit, Ext 435; Continuing Eduaction, Ext 
279; Financial Aid, Ext 274; Counseling, Ext 297; 
Testing, Ext 273 

COM professor teaches 'Net surfing 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

"They certainly are motivated ... real computer 
junkies," said College of the Mainland Professor Joyce 
White speaking about her hard working students. 

White is teaching Information Systems as a credit 
course for the first time this semester. She currently 
instructs some 45 students in the gentle art of getting on
line and using the Internet White also teaches her students 
how to use e-mail \Wich is quickly becoming one of the 

· primary methods of rosiness communication. 
With fingers flying over the keyboards of the 25 IBM 

486's, these students in Room T-107 of the Technical/ 
Vocational Building are learning to create their own web 
page to link with other sites. They can do school research, 
look for jobs, send resumes and take advantage of the many . 
spectacular tasks the information super-highway offers. 

The students in this computer cowse will most likely 
find themselves involved in one of the fastest growing 
facets of modern education. 

White recently up-dated and redesigned the 
curriculum of the Internet course, and as a result, COM 
has been designated the first college in the state to have 
an approved course. 

A feature of the newly redesigned curriculum is a 
special provision known as Tech Prep, White said 

This allows high school students who enroll in ap
proved courses at COM to receive college credit for 
specific courses taken while in high school. White, a 25-
year veteran professor at COM, related how she used the 
word processor as her entree into the world·of computers. 
By using manuals and on-screen tutorials, she was able 
to master this transition in a relatively short time. 

At the present. White's pl is to have her students 
leave the class competent to use the Internet in their studies 
and business undertakings. 

Now that most homes, and certainly almost all 
' . 

businesses, have entered the computer age ·with fax, e
mail and all the rest of the electronic wizardry, computer 
education and all its facets have become a necessity. 

The thirst for computer know-how can be easily 
quenched through independent study or by joining a · 
computer class offered by Professor White and others at 
the college. 

Professor Joyce White (center) sh(M'S students Amy 
Constantine (left) and Jeannette Kowis (right) the fine , 
points of getting on the Internet. 

(Photo by Murray Getz) 

TV links Adams to 
Polish play festival 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Staff Reporter · 

MarlcA. Adams participated in this summer's Warsaw 
International Theater Festival in an unusual way: via 
"telelink" from New York. Adams, College of the 
Mainland associate theater director, was one of only four 
Americans invited to take part in the five-day festival in 
Poland. 

Due to a family illness, he attended the event long
distance, watching seven of the 20 plays on a big-screen 
TV at the Lincoln Center in New York. 

Thanks to the efforts of Tony award-winner Gerald 
Gutierrez, a Broadway director who was instrumental in 
the video link-up.Adams was able to see productions from 
eastern Europe and join in the conference. 

"The standard of productions really varied in quality," 
Adams said, "but I was very impressed by a youth theater 
from Estonia; teen-agers performing Shakespeare' sRomeo 
and Juliet with enormous depths of passion and emotion. 
That was a very exciting production. I'm always very ' 
interested to see how non-English speaking countries 
interpret our greatest English dramatist." 

Only two of the seven plays Adams saw were 
performed in English. "This really deepened my 
appreciation of the universal language of theater," he said 
"To see this in practice, where theater transcended 
language differences, was a fascinating cultural ex
perience." 

From an educational point of view, Adams SmN how 
theater practices of eastern Europe differ from those of 
the United States. 

· "I was impressed by how creative and imaginative 
they could be, often on very small budgets. I learned all 
kinds of great new staging ideas. They'd mount really 

impressive shows, and I was amazed to see what can .be 
done with so little." 

Many of the companies were from former communist 
bloc countries. It fascinated Adams to see"how someone 
lives for years under a certain political system, and then 
all of a sudden is forced to be free, to go make your own 
decisions, have your·own ideas, earn your living." Adams 
added, "It was impossible for conversations at the festival 
not to have some kind of flavoring of the political 

. atmosphere." 

Some of the productions were very politically daring 
and could not have been performed under the former 
governments. "These people used to have to perform in 
secret, to small audiences, hidden away in basements;• 
Adams related. "Even now, among people who are old 
enough to remember the past regimes, there is still a fear 
that the police will raid the theater." 

What did Adams· gain' from his participation? "A 
general inspiration," he said "Too often, those of us who 
have been weaned on such a western culture, concentrate 
only on what works for western audiences. Playwrights 
and theater companies that are4 working all over the world 
have a lot to teach us, as much as we have to teach them. 

. That's why we were invited, that's why the conference 
worked so well. They were ravenous to hear about 
anything American." 

Adams had already changed the theater syllabus to 
include a wider range of theater styles. Interestingly, he 
also had planned to change the textbook in a concerted 
effort to incorporate more non-traditional playwrights. The 
new edition of the book, however, has a cross section of 
Hispanic, African American.Asian American and women 
playwrights in the 10 plays it offers. 

Surprising to Adams, the interest from other 

See Theatre Page 5 



Theater productions 
differ around world 
participants focused on musical comedies, very much an 
American art fonn. 

"They were thrilled tQ hear all about Carousel; they 
love Rodgers and Hammerstein; it's so foreign to them. 
They think it's one of the highest i:>nns of art. There are 
no Russian or Polish musical comedies, so to them it's of 
cultural interest." 

Adam's paper for the festival was on Kaufman and 
Hart, an American writing team that produced Once in a 
Lifetime, a comedy to be directed by Adams in spring '97 
at the COM Arena Theatre. Although unable to read it at 
the festival, the paper was sent to Wrusaw and made 
available to delegates. 

Adams is invited to attend next year's festival and 
plans to write a paper on Rodgers and Hammerstein's 
musicals. 

"There could be nothing more indigenous to 
American theater than that, and it's something they would 
never have had any exposure to," he said 

Adams pointed out thll his participation in the festival 
was only made possible by funding from the COM 
Professional Development Committee. "The Committee 
enables professional staff to really enrich their education," 
Adams said, "to bring a lot of positive experience to our 
students and, in this case, our theater customers." 
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Mark Adams (center) COM associlte theatre director joins in a toast during September'sArena Theatre production 
of Harold Pinter's play The Hothouse. With him are former COM students and lt!teran actors Rod Todd (left) and 
Cliff Mabry. Mabry is an English teacher It Friendswood High School. (Photo courtesy or theater department) 

Geology fans wanted for new rock club_ at COM 
By SKIP GARWOOD 
Staff Reporter 

The initial meeting of the new Geology Club, the first 
of its kind at College of the Mainland, was held SepL 10. 
The group met at in the Math/Science Building. 

The purpose of the club is to help students gain a 
better understanding of the world around them; it offers 
members geological field trips and hands-on e1.periences. 
The destination of the first geological field trip is Marble 
Falls during the weekend of Nov. 15-17. 

The trip is open to COM credit students with a valid 

COM ID card and to Continuing .Education students. Sign 
up in Math/Science Office in the Math/Science Building. 

The trip is on a first-come first-served basis. Students 
planning to go on the trip must contact the Geology Club 
ASAP because lodging and meal arrangements must be 
booked and paid for in advance. These are the only charges 
for the trip and run approximately $50 for all three days. 

One- and two-day club trips also are being considered 
in conjunction with other geology clubs at universities 
such as the University of Houston (central campus). 

The Geology Club's newly elected officers are 
Charles Leslie, president; Skip Garwood, vice president; 
Kristy Pavini, secretary; Carol Pavini, treasurer; and 

Cut fat out of cafeteria by _suggestions 
By ERIC SLOCUMB 
Staff Reporter 

Trying to eat healthy while at school? Join the crowd. 
In the past few years the United States has seen an 

explosion of fat-free food hit the madcet place. Students • 

John Littles, cafeteria manag~r, sets up the hot buffet 
line in the COM cafeteria in the Student Centec • 

(Photo by Bill Glenn) 

may wonder why this trend has not reached the College 
of the Mainland cafeteria. 

Food Service Manager John E. Littles says the selec
tions on the meru are up to students. "I make the meru ... 
and the menu comes from student ideas:• 

Low-fat items were offered in the past, but "didn't 
make any money," Littles said Low-fat items, such as 
salad dressings and muffins, are available. The salad bar 
was installed for students who wanted healthier choices. 

COM contracts Brown Ibod Service to offer students 
and employees a well-balanced and cost-effective meal. 

Students have requested items in the past, but failed 
to pwchase them once they were available. When this hap
pens the cafeteria is forced to throw away the unpurchased 
items, Littles explained 

Keeping items on the meru that do not sell is not 
profitable. Brown Ibod Service is here to work with the 
students, but also to show a profit 

Suggestions on pricing or menu changes can be put 
into the suggestion box lcx:ated in the cafeteria by the cash 
register. Littles asks tha S\udents be "specific" when ask
ing for changes. "If the prices are 'too high, tell us what 
items you think are too expensive."Littles, in response to 
student suggestions, changes the menu monthly. 

Students must make new selections profitable for 
Brown Food Service. The cafeteria operates on the theory 
of supply and demand If demand exists, the supply will 
follow. 

Littles encourages student, staff and faculty input, but 
"if it don't make dollars, then it don't make sense," 

Richard Garica, Student Government representive. Math 
Professor Dave Hansmire, and Continuing .Education and 
Community Services. Director Chuck Buddenhagen are 
the club's advisers. Both teach geology. 

The club meets the first Tuesday of each month at 
12:30 p.m. in the Math/Science Building llrium. To finish 
organizing the club, meetings may be held more frequently 
from now through November. For an up-to-date status 
about meetings check the club bulletin boan1 in ihe atrium. 

Hansmire and Buddenhagen maY. be contacted by 
calling (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, ExL 333 or 
517, respectively. Club President Leslie may be reached 
at the Financial Aid Office, ExL 381. 

Effective note taking 
makes tests a breeze 
ByLORIELLEBLACKWELL 
Staff Reeorter 

Not everyone can recall every word of an hour
and-20-minute-long lecture, but rememberirig what 
is important for the test may be easier than you think. 

"The best thing that a student can do is to listen;• 
said James Shippy, College of the Mainland director 
of Student Services. "~y attention flld jot down 
what you think is imJX)rtanL You don't have to get 
every word." 

Shippy, who held the note- and test-taking 
workshop SepLl 7 in the Leaming Resources Center 
Auditorium, L-131, also said attiwde is a key factor 
to how well a student performs. 

Other factors include: 1) Sit away from win
dows so you won't be distracted; 2) Develop a 
memory system; 3) Thke notes on what the teacher 
stresses and writes on the board; 4) Use ab
breviations and write notes in your own words. 

Factors that may help you do well on tests 
include: 1) Plan periods of review; 2) Be calm and 
alert; 3) Get plenty of sleep; 4) Be prepared with 
pens, pencils, etc.; 5) Read test questions carefully. 
6) Don't spend too much time on one question. 7) 
Skip hard ones; 8) Go back to omitted questions if 
you have time. 
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Team 5 to compete for GCIC Sports Day spot 
By OfIS GATSON 
Staff reporter 

No, it's not the NBA. 
It is the College of the Mainland student basketball 

tournament played Sept 25 to detennine which team will 
compete in the annual fall Gulf Coast Intercollegiate 
Conference Sports Day Oct 24 at San Jacinto College 
(central campus). 

Six teams competed in this fall's event. Keylan 
Williams, Jeremy Saulsberry, Jason Wheelock and Andre • • Knoxson of Team 5 were the tournament winners. 

Team members argued and endured thirst and fatigue, 
but, they found a way to work together. 

"I thought I was going to pass out;' Team 5 player 
Wheelock said "But no matter how tired I was, I was 
determined to win." 

Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recreational Activ
ities, said, "Theµ>urnament was competitive. These guys 
can take the ball to the hoop:' 

Team 5 and Team 6 (Adrian Murray, Darryl Ragsdale, 
Brian Coleman, Kenny Nelson) played in the finals of the 
tournament 

It was an exciting game since both teams played with 
aggressiveness and intensity. Every time one team ~uld 
take command, the other team ~uld battle back. 

Team 6 had an advantage with a substitute waiting 
on the sidelines to relieve tired players. But in the end, 
Team 5 prevailed 15-12. 

Team 6 captain Daryl Ragsdale said: "Team 5 played 
well. Jason Wheelock just shot us out of the game." 

Wheelock definitely dominated the game. He led all 
students with 12 points. 

Team 5 captain Saulsberry was pleased with the way 
his team played. "Give the ball to the big man and let him 

shoot With a player his (Wheelock's) size on your team 
it is a must that you get him the ball:' · 

The tournament, a biannual event to prepare for GCIC 
Sports Days, is open to all COM students. 

Team S, from the annual 3-on-3 student basketball tournament will represent COM at Gulf Coast Intercollegiate 
Conference Sport., Day Oct. 24 at San Jacinto College. 1st place team members are (kneeling from left) Andre 
Knoxson, Jason Wheelock, Jeremy Saulsberry and Keylan Williams. 2nd place team members are (standing from 
left) Brian Coleman,Adrian MUJTay, Darryl Ragsdale and Kenny Nelson. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Wheelchair no handicap for student SAB highlights 
Halloween bash By BILL GLENN 

Photography Editor 

He's a whirlwind in motion as he sinks a thiee
point shot into the basket, catches the ball on the bounce 
and grabs the wheels of his chair to propel himself into 
position for another shot 

COM student Kendrick Douglas wheels around the 
court shooting baskets. (Photo by Bill Glenn) 

He is Kendrick Douglas, College of the Mainland 
student, participant in the Para-Olympic preliminaries 
and team member of the Pdsadena Coasters of the 
National Disabled Basketball League. 

Douglas has spina bifida, a crippling congenital 
condition. Limited in mobili~ he has been as active 
as his disability permits. 

He played with a basketball all through his 
childhood, eventually developing near-perfection in his 
playing. He plays with the Coasters every Monday 
night at the Bemecox Center in Pdsadena. 

He has participated in wheelchair races as a fund
raising activity for the Spina Bifida Association of 
Texas and for the Shriners Crippled Children's Hospital 
of Houston. 

Douglas' hopes of participating in the Para
Olympics were dashed by a need for surgery. "But a 
lot of my friends were there," he said "My long-term 
goal is to go to Sydney, Australia, for the year 2000 
Olympics." 

Douglas is starting the Organization of Disabled 
Persons club at COM. The purpose of the club will be 
to promote activities for the handic~ and to serve 
the needs of handicapped individuals. He stressed that 
a handicap is not necessary for membership and is 
actively seeking members and officers for the new club. 

For more' information call Douglas at (713) 337-
6425. Barbara Crews, coordinator for Disability 
Services, also will furnish information. She may be 
reached at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 470. 

Information on the basketball games can be 
obtained by calling Peggy Thomas, director of the 
Bemecox Center at (713) 487-1755. 

By JOSE GALVAN and ERIC SLOCUMB 
Staff Reporters 

Do you find yourself asking what the Student Act
ivities Boanl is? SAB is a College of the Mainland organ
ization that plans student activities. These include social, 
cultural, recreational and educwonal events. 

The SAB plans for the fall begins with the Welcome 
Back Kickoff Oct 1. The next event is the Gulf Coast 
Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day .at San Jacinto 
College (central campus) Oct 24 followed by the co
sponsored Halloween dance. 

Both the COM SAB and Galveston College's 
Hispanic Student Organization and disABLED Club are 
the organiz.ers 9f the Halloween Monster Bash. It will be 
held in the Music Hall of the Hotel Gal...ez, 2024 Sea
wall Blvd. in Galveston, Friday, Oct 25, from 8 p.m. to 
1 a.m. Tickets to the Bash will be free to all COM/GC 
employees and students with ID. Guests may purchase 

· tickets.in advance for $2 each, or $4 at the door. 
Other SAB events include: AIDS awareness speaker 

Ben Marshall scheduled Oct 17; free showing ofThe Nutty 
Professor, Oct 25 and 26; hypnotist Fredrick Winters 
performs Nov. 4 at 7 p.m.; the GCIC B<M>ling Sports Day 
Nov. 7; student vs. employee volleyball game is Nov. 8; 
and a second Student Concerns Forum is slated Nov. 12. 

Maryann Urick, SAB sponsor and Recreational 
Programs coordinator, urges students to get involved ''The 
Student Activities Board is a great outlet for students 
because it allows them the opportunity to make decisions 
on how the student activities fees are spent" 

SAB meets Tuesdays at 12:30 in the gym, Room P-
112 is open to COM students. 
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Poetry reveals voyage through life Phone registration 
discussed at forum Continued from Page 1----------

Before We Lost Our Ways also is the tide of the 
first poem in the book. He chose this tide because it 
"suggests a transition from the relative innocence and 
ease of childhood and the blissful ignorance that be
comes replaced by too much knowledge." It serves as 

Dr. Mark Sanders, English professor, proudly 
displays Be/on We LostOurWays, his first full-length 
collection or original poetry. (Photo by Maree Doo) 

a good introduction piece because the poems that 
follow reflect going from childhood to adulthood. 

Dr. Sanders• poems are about family, loss, 
dissolution of mamage, hope, places and the power of 
persistance. His poems about his children are among 
the most meaningful to him. . 

Several poems have been published in chap-books 
in a limited number and area. The poem "Suicide" was 
printed by book artisan Harry Duncan, who has printed 
books by Wallace Stevens and T.S. Elliot. 

Dr. Sanders entered early versions of Before We 
Lost Our Ways in contests and occasionally, these came 
close to being published, but for a variety of rea-sons 
publications never materializ.ed. Dr. Sanders expl-ained 
each time the book was different; it either con-tained a 
different series of poems or poems he had rewritten. 

Dr. Sanders also sent a first copy of Before We 
Lost Our Ways to three Nebraska poets: Greg Kuzma, 
Don Welch and William Kloflkorn. All are established 
poets and have been Dr. Sanders• friends for a long 
time. "I trusted them to be objective with my work.,, 
All made suggestions and gave input on the final book. 

The book, an accumulation of 14 years of work, 
represents the almost 1,000 poems Dt Sanders wrote 
during that time. From these poems, with some help 
of cqlleagues, he chose the 74 poems in Before We 
Lost Our Ways. 

Continued from Page 1-----------
Dr. Bass also is looking into the possibility of setting 

up a ride/share program so students living in the same 
area and having similar schedules may share rides to and 
from school. 

Cessalie Premo, Student Activities Boanl speakers 
chairwoman, voiced concern that usually only one day 
and one night class of science and sophomore-level math 
courses are offered and classes fill quickly, she said. Math 
Professor Joanne Kendall said a Saturday class could be 
an option. 

Dr. Bass emphasized early registration is Dec. 4 and 
5, and students should register early to get the best times. 

He announced plans to place t\\O or three "stands" 
around campus to give students access to 2+ 2 degree plans 
with University of Houston-Clear Lake. These degree 
plans list the courses required for various degrees a1 
UHCL; many of theses courses can be taken a1 COM. 

Student Government President Don Rittenhouse St 
suggested having door-opening clickers for handicapped 
students in a more central location, such as the COM police 
security office, which is accessible for longer periods of 
time. The clickers are currently available only from 
Barbara Crews, coordinator of Disability Services. 

Dr. Bass is looking into the possibility of hwing an 
ATM machine on campus. This issue was raised pre
viously. At present, he has not found a bank willing to 
commit to such a lprge expense. 

-Sanctums artist -Washmon opens exhibit 
Dr. Bass said fie will resolve the problem of lawn 

mowers being used outside of Administration Building 
classrooms during classtime: 

Continued from Page 1----------
inte1:e5t in painting dramatic landscapes reminiscent of 

· AriZQna, complete with saguaro cactus plants. These 
images -developed ·into portrayals-ef a· funtasy- wend as -
Washmon allowed his imagination to furnish scenes often 
inspired by the light of dusk and dawn. 

Many of Washmon •s paintings are night scenes, and 
his current work often involves the image of a house in 
the woods. This ima2e wa.'i insoired bv a real-life house 
where he &J)d his family lived close to wild coyotes. The 

Student Government 
set for fall semester 
Continued from Page 1--------
Heather Pena, treasurer; Kendrick Douglas, Jose 
Galvan and Ryan Grayson, College Senate represen
tatives; and Jamie Powell, night school represen
tative. In addition to Student Government officers • 
"every recogniz.ed club has one representative," said 
James Shippy, director of Student Support Services. 

Senate representatives serve on both Student 
Government and the College Senate. The senate is 
comprised of COM adminisbalOrs, staff, faculty and 
three student represenatives. The senate rules on 
policies for the school. "Student representatives have 
an equal vote just like any other member of the 
senate," Shippy explained. 

"College of the Mainland's Student Govern
ment belongs to the Texas Junior College Student 
Government Association which includes about 40 
community colleges across the state," Shippy said. 

Student Government members attend state and 
regional corwentions. "This year's state corwention 
is in Austin," Shippy said. 

At conventions, delegates attend workshops, 
listen to speakers, amend constitutions and elect of
ficers for the upcoming school year. "At the state 
and region levels, schools are elected as officers 
instead of individuals;• Shippy explained. "This year 
we (COM) are the Region V parlimentarian school." 

: ... ,_ :•~.., ) \ ' .. ,.,.. 

pictures corwey a mood of darkness and threat, as in 
"Disaster: Burning House." Washmon uses charcoal to 
produce many of his black and white images, as in "A 
Quiet Space;: ! haun!!!!g~ene of an empty dlair in the 
center of a mare. However, he employs color to-great effect-
in his oil paintings, "El Dorado" and "Rarified Air."Both 
feature cypress trees, water and sweeping arc shapes in 
the composition. In one piec~ ''Tree House 1 ;' Washmon _ 
revives his print-making past with an image of a house 
perched precariously in the branches of a tree. 

The exhibit is free, and may be viewed until Oct. 27. 
· The gallery is open Tuesday through Thursday, 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. For further information call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext 354. 

Rittenhouse asked when the methane (sewer) gas 
problem in the Student Center will be corrected. Neither 
dean was aware sewer gas permeates the Student Center: 
Both-saidthey-would.work.to-eliminate-the...problem. 

April Fields, Student Government vice president, said 
she rarely sees administrators, staff or faculty a1 SAB 
picnics and dances. She said students don't see the deans 
outside of school and may be intimidated by them. 

Dr. Pooe said ~roblems most students encounter don\ 
involve areas he is in charge of, but he is always available. 

Dr. Bass said, 'Tve never gotten the impression that 
people are afraid to see me." He stressed. he is always 
available and students can come to see him any time. 

Fal~ '961?terCOM staff members gather in the COMArt Gallery. They are front row, from left, Lorielle Blackwell; 
Julian Raano; and Amy K. Patlach. Second row, Bill Glenn, photography editor; Patricia Hill assistant editor· 
Ma":e Doo, managing ~ditor; and Bra~ Stevenson, ~llustrations editor. Third row, Rosalind Marshall; Murra; 
Getz,Anna Laumn; Skip Garwood; Otis Gatson; Eric Slocumb; John Ceglinski; and Jose Galvan. 

(Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
, ...... , .. , . 

• 

. . 
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Shots offered to deter flu season 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Staff Reporter 

Flu season is here! Now is the prime time to ~ta flu 
shot, according to a press release from the American Lung 
Association. 

This potentially life-threatening disease can be 
prevented with an anrual vaccination. These are about 70 
percent effective and are especially valuable to high-risk 
groups, such as the elderly, the very young, or people 
already suffering from lung diseases such as asthma or 
emphysema. • 

Macareni Duck dances 
for teacher on birthday 
Continued from Page 1--· -------

maker." Reluctantly she complies. 
The show contimed for about 15 minutes. The~ 

the duck disappeared. 
College of the Mainland adjunct psychology 

instructor, Camille Peres, never Clpected anything 
like this for her birthday. "Officially, this was a 
surprise, definitely. My husband, Chris, sent this to 
me," she chuckled. 

Peres, who is teaching the Friday morning 
course as an internship for her master's degree at 
the University of Houston-Clear Lak~ is expecting 
her second child in November. She said the swprise 
came at a good time, close to the end of class. 

The dancing duck, commonly known as the 
Macareni Duck is Ricky Hurt of Eastern Onion, a 
singing telegram service from the Houston area. 

"I've been doing this for nine years. I've been 
a purple gorilla, a raisin, a chicken, a duck, the Grim 
Reaper, a baby man, a drag queen and a Bette Midler 
look-alike," Hurt said "It's a unique job. I get paid 
to embarass people." 

· Hurt said he'd do almost anything except take 
his costume's head off to reveal his true identity. 
"Ws like Mickey Mouse. You never see \Wo's under 
the mask. It would ruin the magic." 

Macareni Duck (Ricky Hurt of Eastern Onion) 
surprises psychology instructor, Camille Peres, • 
during class on her 30th birthday. 

(Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

Influenza and pneumonia adl up to the fifth leading 
cause of death among Americans over 65, and the sixth 
leading cause of death among all Americans. 
. Flu shots are tailored to combat the current year's 
viruses. This year's combination of three viruses includes 
Type-A Wuhan, which is potentially more dangerous than 
last year's strain. 

The Retired Senior Volunteer Program located at 
College of the Mainland has invited the La Marque 4C's 
Clinic to administer flu shots in the Sun Room of the 
Student Center Tuesday Oct 15. Vaccinations will be 
available from 10 am.-2 p.m.; th<; charge is $5 for students, 
staff and the public. There is no charge for people with 
Medicaid or Medicare. For further details call Olda ~rez 
in the RSVP Seniors office at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext 372. 

Flu shots also are available at your doctor's office, 
healthcare facilities, and some local stores and pharmacies. 
Krogers, K-Mart and Walgreens will have flu shot 
programs during October. 

Morning's at Seven 
runs Oct. 24-Nov. 17 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reeorter 

The answer to the question, "What will it take to make 
Homer, a 40-year-old man, pop the question to Myttle?" 
can be found in Morning's at Seven, the upcoming 
production of the Coll~e of the Mainland Arena Theatre. 

Continuing the theater's 25th anniversary season, Paul 
Osborn's comedy will hit the boards Oct. 24-Nov. 17, 
directed by Mark A. Adams, COM associate theater 
director. 

Morning's is set in a small American city in the '20s, 
and features the delightful antics of four elderly sisters 
dealing with romantic plots and sub plots as they pop up 
in the fast-paced action onstage. 

Information and reservations can .be obtained at the 
Arena Theatre box office or by calling (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, Ext 345. 

COM hosts conference 
on affirmative action 

A conference to discuss the recent affirmative action 
legislation and its effects is set for Friday, Oct 18, at 
College of the Mainland in the TechnicalNocational 
Building, Room T-007 from 8:30 a.m. to noon. 

The conference theme is A Stunning Blow to 
Afffirmative Action: Hopwood, et al vs. University of 
Texas Law School. The discussion will center on the 
ramifications of this decision and how to deal with it. 
Susan Bradshaw, University of Texas System Office of 
General Counsel, will be the keynote speaker, and will 
react to panel and audience questions. 

Registration for the conference is free to COM 
students and employees, otherwise it is $20.Anyone who 
wishes to attend must register by Oct. 16 in the registrar's 
office. 

For questions call Chuck Buddenhagen, Continuing 
Education and Comunity Services director, at (409) 938-
1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 517. 

Treasure exhibit Oct.10-13 
Treasures from the Nuestta Senora de Atocha, the 

richest Spanish galleon ever to sink, will be exhibited at 
Wedgewood Vtllage Jewelers. It is located at 636 South 
Friendswood Drive in the Stonesthrow Center in 
Friendswood. E~hibit hours are Thursday through 
Saturday, Oct. 10-12, from 10 a.m.-9 p.m., and Sunday, 
Oct 13, from 1-6 p.m. The exhibit is free. 

People Speak Out 
By ANNA LAUZON, ROSALIND 
MARSHALL AND MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporters 

On Nov. 5 the American public will choose the 
next president of the United Sutes. Since many 
College of the Mainland students are eligible to vote 
for the first time InterCOM asked: "Are you going 
to vote in the presidential election? Why or why 
not?" 

Lee Clark, 20 
No, I don't really care. 
When candidates are 
elected they never do. 
what they promised. 

Crystal Logan, 20 
Yes. It's my first time 
to vote and every vote 
counts. 

Desiree de Oliveira 18 
Yes,teensofAmerica 
should vote so they will 
have input into the 
future. 

Jovan Hernandez, 18 
Yes, I'll vote. Even if 
the election doesn't go 
the way I want, at least 
my voice will be heard. 

Sarah Kinglow, 18 
More than likely I'll 
vote. I know it's an 
important duty for a 
citizen. It makes a 
difference. 

Danika Powers, 18 
No, I don't know 
enough about the 
candidates. 

Alvin Spoons, 19 
Yes, I'll vote for · 
whoever puts on the 
best show. If he says 
what I want to hear, I'll 
vote for him. 

Leab Garza, 20 
Yes. Voting is both a 
responsibility and a 
privilege. It's important 
for each of us to take 
part in choosing our 
leader. 



COM police reveal telephone scam 
SeePage4 

~ 

Unsung Heroes: Maintenance Team 
See Page 6 

Jody Simoneaux of radio station 107.5 The Buzz, KTBZ, Lake Jackson/Houston and COM student Matthew 
Broner entertain the crowd that braved the rain Oct. 24 to attend a pre-election Rock the Vote rally co-sponsored 
by the Young Democrats of Galveston County and the radio station. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

Lineup of 25th theater season's plays 
See Page 8 
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TIPA Award-winner 

'The Buzz' plays 
Rock the Vote rally 
By JOSE GALVAN 
Staff Reporter 

Rain didn't dampen the spirits of some College of 
the Mainland students Oct. 24. 

A good number came out to the Rock the Vote rally 
held in the Learning Resources Center breezeway. Radio 
station 107.5 The Buzz, ~TBZ, Lake Jackson/Houston, 
co-sponsored the rally with the Young Democrats of 
Galveston County. Radio station employee Jody 
Simoneaux with the help of COM student Matthew Bruner 
passed out free koozies, CD's, tapes and concert tickets 
while the Democrats sold bumper stickers and buttons, 
and passed out candidate information. 

On hand were District 23 State Rep. Patricia Gray 
and Galveston County Precmct 3 Commissioner Wayne 
Johnson. (Both were re-elected Nov. 5.) 

So does the young vote matter? 
"Absolutely," Gray said. "I represent colleges and 

universities in my district and I want to maintain avail
ability and act:ess to colleges and universities. It is truly 
critical that young people vote." 

See Politicians Page 11 

'Net access available 
for only $12 a month 

Hypnotist mesmerizes audience 

By AMY K. PATLACH with JOSE GALVAN 
Staff Reporters 

Are you financially, challenged due to the ris
ing cost of technological advances such as Internet 
access? Do you want •n affordable ,way to keep 
abreast with the rest of society? Well, then this may 
be the deal for you. 

Internet access is no longer out of anyone's 
reach. 'Net access is now available at a low monthly 
rate to anyone within the boundaries of the Texa~ 
Gulf Coast Community College Network. This ser
vice is provided by "MCI Telecommunications Cor
poration under the program of campus MCI Internet 
SM." 

For only $12 a month and a one-time $10 acti
vation fee, users will receive 60 hours of local ac
cess, plus free local access from 1 to 6 a.m., e-mail 
access and a web browser for use on a Macintosh or 
PC. Additional time will cost 95 cents an hour and 
is billed in one-minute increments. 

The Gulf Coast Community College Network 
not only provides quick and easy access to the 
Internet, but it provides menu access to the College 
of the Mainland campus network as well. 

Access can be achieved anywhere. From home, 
use the local access number. Away from home, out 
of range, use a remote access number for 10 cents a 
minute. To purchase the Texas Gulf Coast Commu
nity College Network or for more information call 
1-800-307-4451. 

,. 

- ___ j 

BY MURRAY GETZ 
Staff reporter 

Going to sleep in class may not be a novelty, but do
ing it in front of an audience of more than a hundred on
lookers could be embarrassing. Possibly even more so if 
you believe you are a horse and are on the floor on all 
fours, shaking your mane and prancing around like the 
thoroughbred you think you are. 

.All this and more amazing feats of hypnotic high jinks 
took place Nov. 5 in the College of the Mainland Learn
ing Resources Center Auditorium before a large, fasci
nated audience of students, staff, parents and children. 

Certified hypnotist Frederick Winters brought his top
notch mind-boggling act to our campus, and those who 
were fortunate enough to attend were treated to an evening 
of super entertainment. 

While attending Northwestern University in Chicago 
at the age of 18, Winters saw a hypnotist perform and 
became so interested in the craft that he later became both 
a friend and a student of master hypnotist George Vaughn. 

The tall, witty performer began his act by asking for 
20 volunteers from the audience. After assuring them that 
being hypnotized would be a pleasurable, relaxing and 
non-embarrassing sensation, he began by lowerin.g the 
house lights and turning on a flkkering dim bulb. Then, 
speaking in a deep mellow voice, he proceeded to induce 
the volunteers into a hypnotic state. 

Very soon most of the 20 volunteers, as well as some 
of the audience, were deep into a dreamy sleep situation 
and receptive to the persuasive suggestions of Winters. 

As the hypnotist worked with the volunteer subjects, 
he noticed that several members of the audience also were 
under his spell. He then told these audience members that 
whenever he mentioned the words "Texas City," they 

would leap up from their seat, and bellow out the cry, 
"Peanuts. Popcorn. Candy." Later in the performance he 
mentioned that he enjoyed being in "Texas City." To the 
extreme delight of the audience the pre-induced people 
jumped out of their seats and shouted at the top of their 
voices, "Peanuts .. Popcorn. Candy." ... without a clue as 

See Hypnotist Page 11 

Famed hypnotist Frederick Winters entertained a 
COM audience with his hypnotic skills in the Learning 
Resources Center Auditorium, L-131, Nov. 4. 
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First•r~ar nursing student Mich~lle Hertenberg (left) ge~ her pre-donation evaluati~n from Kendra Ben, blood 
techmc1an of the Gulf ~oast Regional Blood Center in Houston. The fall blood drive netted 93 units of blood and 
was held Oct. 9 and 10 m the Student Center. (Photo by Bill Glenn). 

Letter to the Editor 

Reader questions story's facts, style 
InterCOM Editor: 

Patricia Hill's article "Redistricting brings confusion 
to 9th District" (Page 3 in the October issue) contains in
correct statements and mixes fact and opinion in what is 
ostensibly a "news" article. Ms. Hill states "The Supreme 
Court redrew these districts and the surrounding districts 
affecting all of Houston and all of Dallas." She later writes 
"By redrawing the districts this close to the election and 
overturning the primaries, the Supreme Court has only 
succeeded in confusing voters." The Supreme Court did 
not overturn the primaries or redraw the districts. This was 
done by _the_ three federal judges who originally ruled them 
unconstitutional, and only after the parties in the lawsuit 
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were unable to agree on _ a compromise settlement. Ms. 
Hill also gives impression these are recent occurrences. 
The Supreme Court decision was issued on June 14th and 
the new district lines set on August 6th. Isn't three months 
enough tqne for concerned voters to educate themselves 
and eliminate any confusion? 

This looks like a news article, but the title and the last 
two paragraphs are opinions. The article above it has the 
author's picture and is clearly an editorial. Ms. Hill's piece 
looks more like the item below it, a news article about 
COM registration. I hope future issues of lnteICOM will 
make a better effort to check facts and distinguish between 
news and opinion pieces. 

Philip Nash, Instructional Assistant 

Editor's response: You are correct, a panel of three 
fe<if!ral judges threw out the primaries and redrew the Con
gressional districts in lf ouston and Dallas after the Su
preme Court struck down three Texas congressional dis
tricts in these cities. We apologize for the mistake. 

However, concerning the question of voters having 
enough time to educate themselves and eliminate confu
sion, we agree three months should be enough time. How
ever, a large percentage of voters are not well informed 
and do not have time to better educate themselves about 
elections and candidates. 

According to the Houston Chronicle, a three-judge 
panel in North Carolina, when faced with a similar situa
tion last August, ruled it was too late in the election year 
to install new district lines there. 

People expect to vote in primaries in the spring and 
choose either a Democrat or a Republican in the fall. 

Only a few articles were ever printed in the Houston 
Chronicle or the Texas City-area papers informing people 
of the redistricting and the overturning of the primaries. 
The television news also gave it only a couple of minutes 
on several occasions. Many people with busy lives and 
jobs missed it because they do not have time to read the 
paper daily or watch every newscast. Following the Nov. 
5 elections several people have expressed surprise-at once • 
again !zaving to vote/or either Nick Lampson or Rep. Steve 
Stockman in the run-off election Dec. 10 . 

Concerning the format of the article, ii was mislabeled. 
This piece was originally written as an editorial. After story 
deadline, Gary Brooks dropped out of the race and the 
article had to be completely · rewritten and was to have 
been labeled: commentary. This was not done. InterCOM 
apologizes for the oversight . 
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COM blood drive 
nets 93 units blood 
By BILL GLENN 
Photography Editor 

The College of the Mainland Fall Blood Drive netted 
a total of 93 units of blood Oct; 8 and 9. 

The drive, which was organized and sponsored by the 
SwdentActivities Board for the Gulf Coast Regional Blood 
Center in Houston, was held in the Student Center. Last 
fall's drive collected 25 percent more blood, said Maryann 
Urick, SAB sponsor. 

Urick said she could not pinpoint the cause of the de
crease; results vary from year to year for no discernible 
reason. October 1993 was the record year with a total of 
188 units collected. 

Eric Slocumb, this year's blood drive chairman, said 
he felt more emphasis should have been placed on pro
moting the drive. He also indicated that the most common 
reason for not donating blood was fear of fainting. 

Million Man March 
step to black unity 

We still have a long way to go, my brothers. 
Now, more than a year after the explosive 

Million Man March, we black men should not rest 
on our Iaurals and think that the day of atonement 
and unity has solved the problems and despair 
facing us in today's America. While we have m~e 
significant strides toward turning "the man's'~ 
perspective of us, the Bob Doles and Newt 
Gingriches of the world still scoff. As the needless 
and tragic murder of Tupac Shakur boldly dis
played, black-on-black crime remains a huge ink 
blot on our efforts to become truly equal. News
casts still have more than their share of graphic 
shots of us wasting our lives for trivialities such as 
colors, tennis shoes and pure greed. Too many 
young black men are still finding the wrong roads, 
ending up in 8-by-12 foot cells instead of further
ing their education. Role models sucti as Michael 
Irvin, a highly publicized sports figure, have let 
the temptations of the world draw them to near 
self-destruction. 

The words "sellout" and "Uncle Tom" are still 
a part of our vocabulary, a sign that unity and 
acceptance of interracial couples and those who 
may not follow the African-American mainstream 
still have not been achieved. 

But all is not bleak, my brothers. Most of us 
are taking care of our business. We're trying to 
make things better for our children by working 
hard and studying in school to further our educa
tions. We 're taking care of our children, standing 
tall for our women, and slowly but surely, dealing 
with the injustice done to us and the 'injustice we 
have done to ourselves during past 15 to 20 years. 

I think it is time that we let American society 
know that black men are not only present in 
entertainment and sports, but that we're making 
ourselves known in business, government, 
sciences and plain everyday life. 

Nothing changes overnight, at least nothing 
worth changing. The positives outweigh the 
negatives, and will continue to do so ... as long as 
we remember October 16 as the Black Man's 
Independence Day. 

• 1 '{•~ 0 
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Million Man March 
step to racial division 

"We still have a long way to go" definitely is an 
accurate portrayal of American society today. With 
many different cultures and values around, we must 
continually attempt to overcome differences so as not to 
divide us. The progress of individual groups should not 
overshadow the uniting .of all Americans as one. 

The Million Man March held in Washington, D.C., 
late last year was an extraordinary event Offering black 
men a forum in which to gather as one was good at the 
time, but what are the long-term ramifications? 

Did the day of "atonement and unity" build bridges 
among black men or did it, in the minds of many, 
solidify the differences between black and white? 

In this time of political correctness, many are afraid 
to address issues of black and white relations head on. I 
contend the event indirectly divided two races. 

The focus of coming together rather than separating 
should be paramount for all and not solely for certain 
facets of the American population. Grouping all indi
viduals under the title, "the man," is not only unfair, but 
a blatant disregard of many who don't view the world in 
black and white. We do have differences in heritage, but 
are woven together to form an American society that 
envelops us all. We are a people having to live and work 
together, we must strive for unity, not division. 

The plight of the "black man's experience" is well 
documented throughout history. As tragically and 
inhumanely as the black man has been treated in the 
past, we must make a valiant effort to incorporate the 
different cultures existing in today's society. We-all 
Arnerican~--need to place our focus on integrating our 
values rather than segregating ourselves. 

Tupac's death was tragic in the sense that a promi
nent artist was murdered. Black-on-black crime is a 
problem, but so is white-on-white, black-on-white, etc. 
John Lennon's death was a loss in this sense. Not 
because a white man killed another white man, but 
because a valued artist was taken from us through a 
heinous act. 

By regressing to days of racial segregation, we play 
a game of historical Russiarl roulette. Many young 
Americans, both black and white, did not live through 
the civil rights movement of the '60s. Many feel 
relations between the two races have progressed since 
that time. There are more black people in the work 
force, we no longer are forced to drink from different 

water fountains nor are we forced to be schooled 
according to race. I do not attempt to imply that we are 
where we should be, but division will keep us from 
future attempts to progress to where we are going. 
Progress cannot be attained through separation, but only 
through an attempt to unify different groups. 

We continue to strive for equality for all in an age of 
many inequalities. If the energy of uniting as a whole 
were equal to that of dividing, we would be "marching" 
forward and not backward. 

I contend we not remember Oct. 16 as the Black 
Man's Independence Day, but focus on July 4 as the 
Independence Day of all Americans. White, black, 
Asian, Hispanic or any othu person who is a U.S. 
citizen should be thankful for the place in which he or 
she lives. 

If you are unhappy with the America of today, then 
become a part of the solution and help to unite two 
cultures divided not by history, but by present-day ideas 
based on history. 

InterCOM, November 1996, Page 3 

Elections over; time for solutions 

Elections for 1996 are over. It's time to give a little 
thought to a few things that need a lot of serious 
thinking. 

Will the United States continue to be the only major 
industrial nation in the world without a national health 
care plan? 

Will the Republicans continue to dig for some kind 
of scandal in which to involve President Clinton instead 

of working with him to improve our nation? 
Will waste and fraud continue to run rampant in 

Washington? 
Will the high crime rate continue to plague our 

cities? 
Will unemployment and homelessness continue at 

their present levels? 
Will the gap between rich and poor continue to 

increase as is happening now? 
The questions could go on, but the idea is that there 

are a lot of problems that need solutions. Party political 
bickering will not solve these problems. It's time for our 
elected officials to start acting as grown-up, responsible 
statesmen and stateswomen, and to quit acting like 
spoiled children. Histay is full of nations which have 
fallen; there will be others. 

Future of Texas is in everyone's hands 

"Don't mess with Texas" read the signs along every 
highway. I applaud the efforts of citizens to clear up the 
litter that ignorant people throw from their vehicles. 

The real issue, however, is not beautifying the 
roadside, a cosmetic tidy-up of the visible damage that 
humankind casually wreaks on nature. It's much bigger 
than that 

Every time you throw a newspaper, bottle or can 
into the trash you are contributing to the so;ooo tons of 
garbage that go to Texas landfills daily from businesses 
and homes. That's 22 million tons each year. That's a lot 
of land in Texas taken up with the disposal of human 
trash. Did you realize 80 percent of it could be recycled 
instead? 

Every time you surreptitiously empty your used 
motor 9il into a drainage ditch, you are killing fish in the 
bayous, poisoning the land the oil gradually seeps into 
and ultimately, putting toxins into the water system from 
which we all drink. 

Every time you leave the TV on all night, or leave 
lights blazing all day, you are contributing to the 
pollution spewed out into the air from power stations. 
Pollution that drifts into childrens' lungs, into grass that 
cattle graze on and into the atmosphere. Pollution that 

does irreparable damage. 
The average Texan throws away more than 6 

pounds of garbage a day. Yet, right here in Texas City 
we have the means to stop the majority of that garbage 
ending up in a landfill. · · 

The Biosphere 1 Park Recycle Center on Loop 197 
North has been open for a year and welcomes many 
kinds of household waste including used motor oil. It's 
just a 10-minute drive from College of the Mainland. 
For directions call (409) 643-5814. 

It's just as easy to throw your empty Coke cans and 
the daily paper into a box for recycling as to throw them 
into the trash. Glass bottles and jars, steel food cans, 
milk jugs, detergent and soda botdes, aluminium cans, 
newspapers and magazjnes can all be saved and re
cycled. It's easy to put the box of recyclables into your 
trunk and drop it off on your way to the grocery store. 

Recycling not only saves Texas from becoming one 
giant landfill, it also saves energy and resources. 

It takes 20 times more energy to make aluminium 
from ore as it takes to reproduce it from recycling. 
Recycling just one aluminium can saves enough energy 
to power a television set for four hours. Recycling one 
ton of paper saves 17 trees from being chopped down, 
stops 60 pounds of pollution from being pumped into 
the air and saves 3 cubic yards of landfill space. 

The future of Texas is in our hands. What do you 
want your grandchildren to see when they drive along 
Interstate 45 in the future? Wasteland covered in 
mountains of trash? Or open fields and trees, clean 
bayous and cattle grazing among the Texas wildflowers? 

It's up to you. 
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The royal wedding procession weaves its way through the Texas Renaissance Festival's New Market Village to the 
village chapel. Leading it are King Henry VUI and Lady Jane Seymour followed by the royal wedding guests. 

(Photo courtesy Bruno Liebich) 

Telephone scam targets consumers 
By ERIC SLOCUMB 
Staff Reporter 

English dramatist Ben Johnson once said, "We that 
forget the past are doomed to repeat it." This is especially 
true in a day filled with con artists and schemes. Caveat 
emptor (Latin for let the buyer beware) once was used as 
an adage to warn consumers about purchasing goods or 
services. This phrase still applies. 

Time and time again the public is taken advantage of 
by crooks looking to make a quick buck. Anything from 
insurance fraud to three-card monte ( a gambling game) is 
a scam to separate a person from his money. The College 
of the Mainland police department recently was informed 
of one such scam. 

This scam targets unsuspecting consumers owning 
answering machines and pagers. You receive a message 
on your voice mail or pager asking you to return an "ur
gent" call to a "toll free" number beginning with 809. 
Don't do it. 

A group of computer hackers set up numerous ex
changes in the 809 area code (the Caribbean Islands, out
side U.S. jurisdiction) and created pass-throughs to 1-900 
numbers in New York City. Then, through the use of au
tomatic voice message systems, the hackers dial thousands 
of exchanges within the United States leaving an "urgent" 
message to call back. These messages often are in refer
ence to the condition of a family member. 

When dialed, the number called is forwarded to a 1-
900 number, where another message instructs the person 
to call back later. When the unsuspecting person returns 
the call, he does not realize that his 30-second call just 

cost him $25 to $50. 
Imagine coming in from work and seeing your an

swering machine blinking. You listen to the message, 
which asks you to call a number in the 809 area code for 
information concerning a family member who is ill. The 
caller may even tell you of someone who has been ar
rested or has died. On the other hand he may say you 
have won a wonderful prize. 

Sometimes you will get a long, boring recording. The 
bottom line is that you will be stuck with a telephone bill 
that may exceed $100. 

Crooks are using the 809 numbers as "pay-per-calls." 
This is to circumvent U.S. regulations regarding the law
ful employment of 1-900 numbers. Every time you call 
the number, the scam operators receive a greatly inflated 
rebate from the foreign phone company. Since 809 num
bers are in the Caribbean, the use of the numbers are not 
bound by U.S. law. The law mandates that the consumer 
must be warned of charges and rates involved, and that 
he must be provided a time period during which he may 
terminate the call without charges. . 

Scams of this nature are extremely hard to prosecute 
because the person willingly made the call. Neither the 
local phone company nor your long distance carrier will 
get involved. They say they are simply providing the bill
ing for the foreign company. The victim is then forced to 
deal with a foreign phone company that feels it has done 
no wrong. 

So the saying, caveat emptor, still has a place in 
today's consumer advice. The next time you receive a 
message asking you to call back, beware: It just may be 
more than you bargained for. 

New club to benefit disabled students 
By BILL GLENN 
Photography Editor 

The College of the Mainland Organization of Dis
abled Persons Club was inaugurated at a meeting held 
in the Sun Room of the Student Center on Oct. 30. 

The purpose of the club is to provide help and rep
resentation for handicapped students with an empha
sis on campus facilities for the liandicapped. 

Officers selected were Kendrick Douglas, presi
dent; Lorielle Blackwell, secretary/treasurer; and Ryan 
Grayson, parliamentarian. 

Barbara Crews, COM coordinator for COM Dis-

ability Services, is adviser. The vice presidenrposi
tion is vacant, due to the resignation of Debbie Terry 
for health reason. 

Douglas emphasized that the only requirement 
for membership is an interest in helping handi
capped students; one does not have to be handi
capped to belong to the club. 

The repeated malfunctions of the elevators in 
the Leaming Resources Center are of special inter
est to the group. Another area of interest is the steep
ness of the wheelchair ramps. They are too steep. 

For information call Douglas or Crews at ( 409) 
938-1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 470. 

)' \1,' 

Renaissance festival: 
food, fun fit for ·a king 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Staff Reporter 

For most people, the word "renaissance" means a his
toric period in the 1500s when scholars revived an inter
est in classic Latin and Greek literature, and Europe saw 
huge creative progress in the arts and sciences. For the 
people of Texas, however, renaissance means Festival. 

Since 1974 the Texas Renaissance Festival has been 
entertaining the public every fall with a feast of imagina
tive fun and food. For seven weekends during October 
and November, the Festival allows visitors to step back 
in time to an age of jesters, jugglers and kings--Texas style. 

Robin Troy, marketing representative for the Texas 
Renaissance Festival told how it all started. 

"This land used to be a strip mining site," she said. 
"The Festival's founder, George Coulam, was looking for 
a location in the South after his success with the Minne
sota Renaissance Festival. He not only reclaimed the land 
and improved it with landscaping, but turned it into the 
biggest renaissance festival in the country." 

Coulam, an environmental designer by training, 
started out working as a stained glass artist on the renais

. sance fair circuit, but he had bigger ideas. 
"I thought that Houston had the best potential of any 

place in the country for a festival to succeed," said Coulam, 
according to a Festival press release. 

He was right. That inaugural year, 33,000 people 
turned up to see what the Festival was about; 22 years 
later, 300,000 visitors flood into the tiny hamlet of Todd 
Mission near Plantersville to experience what has·grown 
into a 50-acre historical theme park. 

The site features a 15-acre, 16th century English vil
lage, with 250 permanent structures including shops, tav
erns and theaters, built in the style of the era. 

A resident blacksmith, glassblower and Royal Fal
coner give demonstrations of their traditional skills, and 
a working replica of the world's first printing press prints 
the Festival's Ye Olde News. 

The Festival takes place rain or shine, but after the 
drenching rains in 1984, when 11 of the 12 festival days 
were rained on, cobblestone walkways were built to avoid 
the mud. In 1991 the Royal Coin Mint was opened. This 
working mint demonstrates the production of 16th cen
tury coins. Chariot races and jousting take place on the 
tounament field, where benches on a grassy bank provide 
seating for spectators to cheer for their favorite knight. 

Since 1992 a professional performance company, 
trained in period dance, stage combat, and the customs 
and manners of the era has provided appropriate enter
tainment throughout the site. More than 500 costumed 
performers-jugglers, minstrels, story tellers, dancers and 
magicians amuse visitors, not only in structur\:d perfor
mances on the Festival's 11 stages but on the streets, in 
impromptu displays to passing crowds. 

Bruno Liebich, 70, on vacation from England and 
first-time visitor to the Festival, said: "I recommend it to 
anyone. It's very we!l carried out, very amusing for chil
dren and families, and it is also educational. The jousting 
was my favorite part, everyone played their parts very 
well and the costumes were very authentic. 

"There is nothing as big as that in Europe. I wouldn't 
have dreamt I'd see this in Texas," he said. 

Many festivalgoers dress i11 period costume to add to 
the experience of a simpler age. Dressed entirely in metal 
chainmail, Julie Rodriguez, an agricultural science stu
dent at T~xasA&M University, and her fiance Heath Ray, 
an A&M campus police officer, looked dressed to kill. 

The Festival village includes a marketplace offering 
handmade wares and exotic crafts. A sumptious choice of 
handcrafted candles, soaps, glass, pottery, jewelry and 
Renaissance-style clothing is on offer, even swords, leather 
and armor for those who really want to enter the spirit. 
Shopkeepers wear period costume in keeping with the at-

See Festival ~~ge 5 



Festival, time of 
merriment, feasting 
Continued from Page 4-----------
mosphere, address customers as "My Lord," or "My Lady" 
and ask for payment in pounds. 

In the Sherwood Forest area, diversions range from 
elephant, camel and llama rides, ax- and knife-throwing 
games, to the Renaissance version of dunk the teacher, 
"Drench a Wench." 

Among the shady pines nestles a group of brightly 
painted gypsy caravans housing .the fortunetellers, palm 
and tarot card readers and astrologers offer to predict the 
future for a mere 10 pounds. Leonard Caron, who built 
his gypsy caravan himself, is in his third year as a psy
chic at the Festival but has been a participant for 18 years. 
"My family runs a trucking company to pay the bills, but 
this is the real me, here," Caron explained. 

• In the quiet of the forest, human-sized "fairies" sat 
on the leafy ground and created colored handprint pic
tures for the children who surrounded them, mesmerized 
by their butterfly wings. Fairy artists Ahrianne and Luna 
are Nancy Lovell, a legal secretary in Houston and Darcy 
Smith, a painter and jeweler. Both communicated only 
with fairy chirps and hand signs; they had left their hu
man language with their street clothes. 

The costumed entertainers remain totally in charac
ter, which gives the visitor the impression of stepping into 
_a world where everyday activities and dramas create a 
believable reality. The village matchmaker, Valentina 
Amoura, would only speak of herself in rhyme and gave · 
the following as her job description: "Bachelors and spin
sters she deplora, matches of the heart she truly adora." 
Dressed in a blood red velvet dress adorned with pearls 
and gold braid, Amoura offered advice on matters of love 
and divulged that her alter ego is called Deb Schnitzer, an 
actress and make-up artist in her "other" life. 

Adding to the feast for the senses, a cornucopia of 
exotic foods tempts festivalgoers. Authentic European spe
cialities, sold by more than 50 vendors around the site 
offer a taste of ethnic delights. The Black Forest Inn of
fers German sausage, wild boar, sauerkraut and apple stru- . 
del. Other regional dishes include English fish and chips, 
Cajun fried alligator, Polish Kielbasa sausage, Greek gyro 
sandwiches, grilled emu and sizzling steak on a stake. 

If the food and fun work up a thirst, domestic and 
European beers are on tap, along with spiced apple cider, 
mead wine and frozen drinks in coconut shells. And if 
you run out of money watch out for signs to Ye Olde XfM. 

For a really royal dining experience, the Feast of the 
Beefeaters is held twice daily in the King's Arms Hall. 
This seven course banquet features gourmet food and drink 
and a two hour stage show of music and comedy to enter
tain revellers. A souvenir pewter goblet and admission to 
the Festival is included in the $69 ticket price, but reser
vations must be made ahead of time. 

"It's a lot of area to cover; make sure you get a map!" 
said Reggie Gutierrez, 38, of Dickinson. "It's very well 
presented, very entertaining and there is all sorts of good 
food. It's my fifth time, and it's different each year." 

The Texas Renaissance Festival, located on FM 1774 
between Plantersville and Magnolia, is open Saturdays 
and Sundays through Nov. 17, 9 a.m. to dusk. Tickets are 
$14.95 for adults, $6.95 for children ages 5-12 and ad
mission is free for ages 4 and under. Discount tickets are 
available at all H-E-B Pantry Foods Stores. For an outlet 
in your area or further information, call 1-800-458-3435. 

October issue correction 
The cutline accompanying a picture of Profes

sor Joyce White on Page 4 in the October issue of 
lnterCOM misidentified the students with her. The 
cutline should have read: Professor .loyce White 

. (center) shows students Amy Constantine (right) and 
Jeannette Kowis (left) the fine points of getting on 
the Internet. InterCOM accidentally transposed the 
two COM students in the original cutline. We apolo
gize for the error. 
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COM Child Development Lab was recently recertified for another three years. Lab personnel (from left) are Olla 
Bell, Kay Magee, Bonnie Mitchell, Anne Wilcox, Dr. Katie Butler, Angela Robinson, Marcela Clark and Laura 
Higgins. Elizabeth Plasek is not pictured. 

COM lab offers quality day care 
ByMARCEDOO 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland Child Development Lab was 
recently recertified for another three years by the National 
Academy of Early Childhood Programs. 

In 1987 the lab became "one of the first of 250 cen
ters in the U.S. to be nationally accredited," said Dr. Katie 
Best Butler, Child Development Lab director. The accred
iting agency is a division of the National Association for 
the Education of Young Children. 

The COM Lab offers an educational and caring envi
ronment in which parents can leave their children while 
attending clasl?es or going to work. 

Mothers and fathers need to _look at various aspects 
of the COM Child Development Lab before they enter 
their children into a program. First, parents need to see 
the facility and look at the different rooms and the inside 
and outside playing areas, so they can see how the rooms 
are set up and how the facility is ran. Children have a 
schedule and attend classes while they are at the lab; there
fore, parents need to realize that their children are required, 
as a part of the program, to go to the center 4 1/2 days out 
of the week, Dr. Butler explained. The children cannot be 
"dropped" by, they have to be in class on a regular basis. 

The center takes children from 6 weeks old to pre
kindergarten. However, there is a waiting list. Parents will 
be asked to fill out a half-page application form, which 
asks for the parent's name, the child's name, telephone 
numbers and whether the parent is a COM student or COM 
employee. The lab tries to keep the forms up to date and , 

requires them to be renewed each semester. 
Dr. Butler considers the age of the child when she is 

filling an open space in the lab. Another consideration is 
whether the child is a student's child because Dr. Butler 
wants to "support the student as much as possible." She 
also likes to keep a mixture of COM students' children, 
COM employees' children and community children. 

The Child Development Lab sponsors two events for 
the children each year. The first is trick or treating around 
campus on Halloween. The second is a celebration of the 
"Week of the Young Child" held in April. This event in
cludes a parade of the children around campus. 

In addition the lab tries to have pictures made of the 
children each year. 

Last year the lab gathered all of the children, even 
the babies, to go Christmas caroling in various offices 
around campus. The children might do that again this year, 
Dr. Butler said. 

The Lab's six teachers are Bonnie Mitchell, Anne 
Wilcox, Angela Robinson, Marcela Clark, Laura Higgins 
and Elizabeth Plasek. The lab also employs ·a secretary, 
Kay Magee; a cook, Olla Bell; a graduate intern, Jan 
Dollinter; and a volunteer, Bonnie Rawls. 

The Lab also is a place where child development 
majors can see a high-quality setting for child instruc
tion, Dr. Butler said. 

The ~enter is open Mondays through Thursdays 7 :45 
a.m.-5 p.m. and Fridays 7:45 a.m.-noon. Children need to 
be at the Lab at least from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. The Child Devel
opment Lab may be reached at (409) 938-1311 or (281) 
280-3991, Ext. 390. 

Thanksgiving lost in Christ01as rush 

I'm not the Grinch, but I'm beginning to hate 
Christmas. Don't get me wrong, I love V(hat Christmas 
stands for, but I'm sick of hearing Christmas carols and 
seeing Christmas trees long before the Thanksgiving 
turkey has been cooked. Thanksgiving is seldom 
mentioned. 

Starting even before Halloween, Christmas decora
tions, animated Santas and stockings were displayed 
with care in hop~s that shoppers would soon be there. 

Thanksgiving used to be a time when we reflected 

on our blessings. It started when the Pilgrims survived 
their hardships and thanked God for his providence. 

Thanksgiving is overlooked because there is 
nothing of commercial value that provides the sizable 
profits large companies seek. Stores skip Thanksgiving 
and deck the aisles with Christmas merchandise: 'Tis the 
season for advertising. 

I know Dasher and Dancer and Prancer and Vixen, 
but am I the only one who recalls what Christmas stands 
for? 

I'm not really the Grinch. I'm someone who hates 
seeing Thanksgiving overlooked and Christmas over
advertised. Just as Thanksgiving is being forgotten, I 
believe that the true. meaning of Christmas is forgot
ten-buried under tons of merchandising. 

I'm sick of seeing Merry Xmas. I will put Christ 
into Christmas-it's his birthday. As for the overflow of 
Christmas merchandise, bah! humbug! to it _all. 
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Maintenance Team cleans up pool 
By JULIAN RIANO with JOSE GALVAN 
Staff' Reporters 

Frustrated students were turned away by a sign an
nouncing the College of the Mainland pool was closed in 
early September. Many of them were in water aerobics 
classes or wanting to take a swim in the pool. 

The pool, which is located in the rear of the gym, 
was closed for a week while major repairs were being 
made, said Ernest Messinger, COM Maintenance Team 
member. 

Repairs on the pool had begun in earnest in March 
with the replacement of the chlorine system with a bro
mine system which reduces chlorine contamination. 

"Chlorine is so strong that it will eat the paint off the 
walls," Messinger said. The root of the problem was in 
the 12-foot pit in the mechanical room where the pump
ing system is located. 

The valve on the skimmer for the L-shaped, 158,000 
gallon pool was clogged and rusted, preventing it from 

working. The pool water return valve had rusted and had 
fallen off and was lying on the bottom of the pit. 

Most of the iron pipes in the pit were replaced with 
plastic PVC pipe because they are more cost effective. 
Messinger added, "It costs Jess to put them (PVC pipes) 
in and maintain them." 

The team effort was lead by Maintenance Team mem
. bersAmos Robinson and Messinger. However, Messinger 

stressed, "Everyone on the team had input in the final 
decision to go ahead with repairs; it was a team decision." 

Other team members are Travis Burke, Nick Canton, 
Joe Fiesel, Larry French, Willie Polsek and Victor Russo. 

"It was murky," Messinger said about the pool wa
ter. " It was sudsy, and when I say sudsy, I mean it looked 
like dirty bubble bath suds that were brown. Now it 's (the 
pool water) crys tal clear with a pale green tint. 

"The key to good water is clarity," Messinger con
tinued. "The flow is now much better. Before we had a 
film on the water that looked like a light oil sheen, the 
reason being that the skimmer wasn't working. Now its 
clear top and bottom." 

Messinger said he studied the blueprints of the pool 
and realized that the problem was in the system and not 
in the water treatment. 

Another problem that the team discovered was that 
the filtration system was obsolete. The filter problem has 
not yet been fixed, but Messinger said the college is in 
the process of accepting bids. Replacement of the old sys
tem will take place during Christmas break. 

The GCIC Sports 
Day volleyball team 
members (from left) 
are Thang Nguyen, 
Roxie Sittig, Brian 

Alexander, Stephen 
Craig, Anton 

Mitchell, Sessalie 
Premo, Yolanda 

Bellard and Katt 
Houston (sitting). 

The volleyball team 
won third place. 
The Sports Day 

tourney was held at 
San Jacinto College 
(Central Campus). 

(Photo by Maryann 
Urick) 

Ernest Messinger, a member of the maintenance 
team, indicates the new bromine system recently 
installed at the indoor swimming pool in the back 
of the COM gym. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Above are the corroded pipes and valves that 
were removed from the 12-foot pit in the pool's 
mechanical room. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

With the new filtration system, water turnover will 
more than double, Messinger said. 

Robinson and Messinger are the only licensed pool 
operators on the Maintenance Team. The license is issued 
by the Galveston County Health District. Every year the 
COM pool, classified as a public pool, has to be relicensed, 
and the operators ,need to be relicensed every two years. 

' ' 

The GCIC Bowling Sports Day men's, women's and co-ed team members are (from top left) Tiffany Walker, co-ed; Vanessa 
Emmitte, women's; Stewart Cohn, men's; Brenda Vargo, women's; Melvin Hudnall, men's; Fred Gallaway, co-ed; David 
Gallaway, co-ed; (from bottom right) David Sanchez, men's; Wendell Ferguson, men's; Kimberly Hobbs, women's; Rena 
Morris, women's. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Students place in GCIC Bowling Sports Day 
By JULIAN RIANO 
Staff' Reporter 

A group of College of the Mainland students participated in 
the Bowling Sports Day hosted by Kingwood College at Armadilla 
Lanes on Fuqua Drive off Interstate 45 Nov. 6. 

In the Women's and Men's Team events, COM placed sec
ond with 1,454 and 1,904 pins respectively. Overall, COM placed 
third with 4,208 pins scored. ' 

COM student Rena Morris placed third in the Women's High 
Series with 477 pins. Morris and COM student Kimberly Hobbs 

took third in the Women's Doubles with 850 total pins. 
In the Mel_l's Doubles COM students Stewart Kohn and 

David Sanchez won third with 1,095 total pins. 
"I think this is one of the best records College of the Main

land has ever had," said Maryann Urick, coordinator of Rec
reational Programs. 

The COM Women's Team members were Vanessa 
Emmitte, Hobbs, Morris and Brenda Vargo. COM Men's Team 
members were Melv_in Hudnall, Sanchez, Kohn and Wendell 
Ferguson. The COM Co-ed Team members were Fred Gallo
way, David Galloway and Tiffany Walker. 

The COM softball team, the COM Power Ducks, competed in the GCIC tournament Oct. 24. Team members include 
(from left) David Coburn, Lars Colson, Chris Driver, Joe Cortez, Chris Dupre, Kari Gould, Chris Bourge, Steve 
Thompson, Rena Morris, Joe Collins, Katie Fowler, Mike Brown and Wendall Ferguson. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Lambert living example of yoga benefits 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Staff Reporter 

Billie Lambert has a good reason to be teaching yoga; 
it transformed her life. 

Now a grandmother, Lambert remembers when her 
appendix ruptured in her teens leaving her in a coma for a 
month. A surgical nurse friend of her mother's suggested 
Lambert go for some exercises to recuperate. Lambert 
went to what turned out to be a guru in Beaumont. 

"It was this enormous room," she recalled. "It had 
one candle in the middle of it, and there was this man 
with what looked like a diaper on his head, and another· 
one on his body." 

Lambert learned a valuable lesson from the guru. He 
told her: "Like yourself for who you are, and what you 
are." Lambert explained, at the time she really didn't like 
herself. "I come from a family of very short people and I 
was very tall." 

Lambert's self-confidence and strength grew through 
yoga. "It changed my way of thinking," she said. "You 
cannot change how tall you are, but you can try to do 
better in everything you do in this world, and you can 
start by liking yourself." 

Lambert was so enthused 
by yog~. she went on to teach it. 
She has been holding classes at 
the College of the Mainland for 
27 years, where she also worked 
as a librarian. She has both a 
business and a computer science 
degree and also is a certified 
hand and foot therapist. She 
holds workshops on stress re
duction, massage and nutrition. 

"I love the interaction with 
my students," Lambert said of 
her classes. "When they first 
come, they are so limited and 
dependent, and after awhile they 
find they're getting flexible, and 
they tell me, 'You know, I'm a 
very independent person now!'" 

"Some are actually suicidal," Lambert said. "I tell 
them to go home and look in the mirror, and say 'I like 
you, you are special, let's work together and get through 
this."' Lambert believes that people have to think posi
tively, and then improvements will follow. 

Lambert also has an interest in herbs and natural rem
edies which developed from her family background. "We 
didn't go to the drugstore and buy medicine," she recalled. 
"We pretty well used everything that was natural." 

Lambert, of Texas City, visibly glowed with pride 
when talking about her three grandchildren. The oldest 
granddaughter graduated from Texas A&M last year, and 
is an executive at a bank in Houston. The youngest grand
daughter has a room. full of basebai'l trophies and her 
grandson played volleyball in the '96 Junior Olympics. 

For leisure, Lambert.makes porcelain dolls and paints 
portraits onto china plates. She is a keen seamstress and 
produces needlework to be sold at charity auctions. 

In regard to her teaching, Lambert believes that "if 
God gave you a talent, and if you have knowledge, then 
let's share it and let others receive the same benefits." 

Lambert's students have a lot to thank that old guru 
in Beaumont for.-

Many attend her classes be
cause they have recently lost a 
loved one, or they may be recov
ering from a drug addiction or a 
car wreck. 

Billie Lambert, COM yoga instructor and grandmother, demonstrates a cobra 
position. Yoga classes for all levels are held several times a week in Room P-112 
in the COM Physical Education Building. (Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

Colleges vie for Sports Day places 
By ERIC SLOCUMB 
Staff Reporter 

Two teams representing College of the Mainland, 
placed at the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Fall 
Sports Day hosted by San Jacinto College (Central Cam
pus) Oct. 24. 

COM's volleyball team tool< third place while the 
women's basketball team came in fourth. 

San Jacinto North won first place in women's bas
ketball, followed by San Jacinto Central in second, North 
Harris in third and COM in fourth. 

Houston Community College took first place in vol
leyball by defeating second place recipient Brazosport. 
COM was in third place followed by SJC North taking 
fourth. 

COM volleyball players were Roxie Sittig, Sessalie 
Premo, Yolanda Bellard and Katt Houston. 

COM basketball players were Heather Pena, Yolanda 
Raymond, Monica Bernandich, Latisha Woodking and 
Penny Childers. Colleges attending Sports Day were 
Houston Community, Brazosport, COM, San Jacinto 
North, South and Central campuses, Galveston, 
Kingwood, Tomball, North Harris Community, Wharton 
Community and Lee. 

Sporting events included: volleyball, basketball, soft
ball, racquetball, golf, table tennis, billiards and tennis. 

Butch Sutton, director of Recreational 
0

Sports at San 
Jacinto College, said: "It (Sports Day) went really well. 
We had a great turnout, but we had to cut short the soft
ball and tennis competition because of the rain." Due to 
the weather, first and third place tilils were awarded to 
competing S?ftball and te~nis teams. 

Free camera cleaning 
Houston Camera Repair Clear Lake will have 

a Free Clean and Check Clinic Saturday, Nov. 23, 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Technicians will be on site 
to clean and adjust your cameras. 

This will get your camera ready for all those 
special moments, such as holidays, family gather
ings and your offspring's big athletic plays. 

Cameras may not be left for the free cleaning 
on any other day. Houston Camera Repair is at 
16912 Highway 3, between Bay Area and Medical 
Center boulevards in the Park Plaza II strip center 
and may be reached at (281) 332-2400. 



Page 8, November 1996, InterCOM 

Campus Life/Entertainment 

Citizenship class graduates honored 

Citizenship course instructor Bob Shinn presents 
COM employee Hilda Jones with a certificate of 
recognition for completing the class. Friday, Oct. 
11, was designated Red, White and Blue Day to 
honor the citizenship graduates. A reception 
followed the ceremony. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

By ANNA IAUZON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland designated Friday, Oct. 
11, Red, White and Blue Day. Ten students graduat
ing from COM's Continuing Education citizenship 
class were recognized. Refreshments followed the cer
emony in the reception area of the Administration 
Building. 

Citizenship instructor Bob Shinn presented each 
graduate with a certificate of recognition. Eva Neinas, 
from the president's office and Alice Whistler, from 
Human Resources, pinned a red, white and blue rib
bon with an American eagle emblem on each recipi
ent. 

Shinn, retired director of Continuing Aducation 
and Community Services, explained that the 15-hour 
course covers the history of the United States, as well 
as the government and how it operates. 

"The graduates will go to the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service in Houston for an interview" 
Shinn said. Each person must demonstrate the abili;y 
to read, write and understand English. After the appli
cants answer 10 to 12 questions about the history and 
government of the United States, they recite the oath 
of allegiance. 

The 10 graduates, honored, represent seven dif
fer~nt countries: Guatemala, El Salvador, Mexico, New 

Zealand, Wales, Costa Rica, and Yugoslavia. 
Two of the graduates, Hilda Jones and Oscar 

Hernandez, work at COM. 
Jones, from Guatemala, works as a secretary in 

Financial Services. She also teaches beginning, inter
mediate and advanced Spanish classes through the 
COM Continuing Education program. 

Jones has lived in the United States for 27 years 
and has worked at COM for 10. For Jones, "peace of 
mind and security" were two important reasons for fi
nally obtaining her U.S. citizenship. 

"It will take from six months to two years to get 
an interview with the govemq1ent," Jones said. Though 
she will not be eligible to vote in the 1996 presidential 
election, she will be prepared for the year 2000. 

Hernandez, from El Salvador, works in Grounds 
Maintenance. He has lived in the United States 15 years 
and has worked at COM for four. 

Hernandez lives in Galveston with his wife and 
two children. Another daughter still resides in El Sal
vador. Her name is on the immigration list to enter the 
United States, but her visa number won't come up for 
at least another year. 

"I have everything here except for my daughter," 
Hernandez said. He will take his citizenship test Oct. 
29. "Once I'm a citizen, it will take 30 days to bring 
her over," he said with a smile. 

The Continuing Education class, taught in English, 
prepares individuals for the Naturalization Examina
tion for U.S. citizenship. It is offered free of charge 
when 10 people can be assembled in one location. 

For more information call ( 409) 938-1211 or (281) 
280-3991, Ex. 294. 

Eva Neinas, from the president's office, pins an 
American eagle emblem on Oscar Hernandez, a 
COM employee who successfully completed the 
citizenship course taught by instructor Bob Shinn. 

(Photo by Jim Higgins) 

IMAX dives deep 
to revisit Titanic 
By LORIELLE BIACKWELL and 
MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporters 

"All ashore ... going ashore!" was the call when the 
Titanic began its maiden voyage from England to America. 

The world's most famous ship disaster, the sinking 
of the Titanic, is dramatically depicted in Titanica, the 
newest Wortham IMAX Theatre film at Houston Museum 
of Natural Science. 

The giant-screen, 40-minute film recounts the tragic 
events of the night of April 14 and 15, 1912, when the 
Titanic, billed as an unsinkable ship, hit a massive ice
berg sending 1,502 passengers to a watery grave in the 
Atlantic 375 miles southeast of Newfoundland. Due to a 
shortage of lifeboats only 800 passengers, mostly women 
and children, survived as the ship sunk beneath the icy 
Atlantic. 

Serving as a reminder of the tragedy that downed the 
largest luxury liner of that day, Titanica takes the audi
ence 2 1/2 miles below the surface of the Atlantic, where 
they can view the unbroken dinner plates and passengers' 
shoes that lie undisturbed in mute rememberance of that 
evening of confusion, terror and death. 

Interviewed in the film, Eva Hart, a Titanic survi
vor, recalls that terrible night when at the age of 7 her 
father placed. her in one of the Titanic's few lifeboats, 
thereby ensuring her safety. ·. 

''I' asked for my teddy bear," she says in Titanica. 
"We (her mother and she) thought my father was coming, 
but he leaned over the edge of the lifeboat and said, 'Be a 
good girl, hold Mummy's hand .... ' I was calm until I 
saw the ship sinking and heard the people screaming." 

Hart's father perished with the ship. Hart, whose 
teddy bear was not retrieved, died in February at 91 after 
the film was completed. 

The makers of this epic film used two submersibles. 
MIR I and MIR II. Each held a crew of three in a cabin 
only 6 1/2 feet by 5 feet. · 

The submersibles traveled an average of 18 hours per 
day along the Atlantic floor to film in vivid detail the re
mains of history's worst shipwreck. . 

This enterprise was not without its own dangers be
cause pressure at that depth was so great that a pinpoint 
hole in a submersible could generate a jet of water pow
erful enough to cut a person in two. 

Titanica sets sail Mondays though Saturdays at 10 
a.m., noon, 4, 6, 7, and 8 p.m., with an additional 10 p.m. 
showing on Fridays and Saturdays. Sunday showings are 
noon, 2, 4, 6, 7 and 8 p.m. 

Boarding passes fot Titanica are $5.50 for adults; 
$3.50 for children 3-11 and for seniors 62 and older. Mu
seum members receive $3 off additional tickets. 

For ticket information call (713) 639-IMAX ( 4629). 

Variety emphasis of Arena Theatre's 25th season 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

The house lights go out, the stage lights come on, the 
curtain is raised and the annual holiday favorite, Dickens' 
A Christmas Carol comes to life once again Dec. 5-15 on 
the College of the Mainland Arena theatre stage. 

But wait just one minute! The setting isn't London, 
it's Chicago. Looking at the program we see that we are 
in for other suprises. Bob Cratchit is a single black mother, 
and Scrooge is cast as a woman. 

All of these innovative changes to the popular sea
sonal theater piece can be placed in the capable hands of 
Jack Westin, theater coordinator of the Biggest Li'l The
atre in Texas for the past 24 years. 

This year marks the College of the Mainland Arena 
Theatre's 25th season, and by way of celebration, Wei.tin 

announced an outstanding collection of people-pleasing 
offerings composed of two Southwest Area Premieres, 
three comedies, a comedy/drama, a musical and a drama. 

The Southwest Premiere of Harold Pinter's The Hot
house, kicked off the season, playing to a packed house. 

This was followed by Paul Osborns's comedy, 
Morning's at Seven, which closes Nov. 17. This attrac
tion will present a charming portrait of small-town 
America in the 1920s, where romance is heavy in the air. 
Mark A. Adams directs the play which contains delight
ful characters in love, not withstanding the fact that they 
are somewhat older than one usually expects. 

The special adaptation of A Christmas Carol follows 
Morning's. This innovative and original production fea
tures a large cast of 51 actors and promises to be a com
plete departure from the more familiar seasonal produc-
tion bf ttie Dickens' play. · 

The 25th anniversary schedule continues with popu
lar playwright Neil Simon's newest comedy, Laughter on 
the 23rd Floor, which plays Jan. 30 through Feb. 23. Com
pleting the 1996-97 drama season will be Kaufman and 
Hart's O,;ce in a Lifetime, followed by a Southwest Pre-
miere to be announced. · 

Ringing down the curtain on this season's bill of fare 
. will be Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice's popular hit 

musical, Evita, scheduled for presentation on the Univer
sity of Houston-Clear Lake Bayou Theatre stage. 

How did Westin choose the plays? "We try for vari
ety; we want the meat, the vegetables, the salad and the 
desert; we need a wide range of theatrical offerings." 

In order to partake of what promises to be the mother 
of all of CQM's Arena Theatre seasons, theatergoers may 
call the box office for information and ticket prices at ( 409) 
938-1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 345 



Morning's humor 
tickles theater buffs 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

If it were possible to take a theoretical theatrical pot 
and put into it a cleverly written play, drop in some home
spun humor, mix in a talented cast, add effective staging, 
blend in excellent direction, Voila! The result would be a 
fine mixture of theatrical enjoyment, Morning's at Seven. 

Paul Osborn's Morning's is the second offering in the 
25th anniversary season at the College of the Mainland 
popular Arena Theatre. 

The three act play, originally titled Summer Solstice, 
was first presented in November 1939 at the Longacre 
Theater in New York. Morning's at Seven is probably not 
as well known as Osborn's adaptation of On Borrowed 
Time and The World of Susie Wong, both becoming popu
lar motion pictures in past years. 

Morning's at Seven is set in two backyards in a 
small Midwestern town in 1924, and provides the audi
ence with an appealing "over the backyard fence" look 
into a neighbor's yard and into the trials and tribulations 
in the lives of the Boltons, the Cramptons, et al. 

Director Mark A. Adams does a fine job of bringing 
the production together, molding it into an easily accept
able mix of family personalities, reminding us undoubtly 
of members of our own families. This, of course, would 
be impossible without the expert interpretation of cast 
members bringing their characters to life. 

In this happy comedy, the actors are called upon to 
portray folks all past middle age, except for the "young" 
lovers, who turn out to be 38 and 40 respectively. Impres
sive performances are turne(j in by Bill Low as Theodore 
and Shirley Wettling as his wife Cora. The other sisters, 
Aaronetta, l?a and Esther are convincingly portrayed by 
Phyllis Dorflinger, Joecile C. Harlow and Faye 
Woodworth, in that order. 

The absorbing lov~ interest (and conflict) involves 
wimpy Homer and an effervescent Myrtle, effectively 
played by Rod Todd and Becky Jones. 
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Family tensions abound in an emotional scene from COM Arena Theatre's current production of Paul Osborn's 
play, Morning's at Seven. From left, Carl Bolton (Sid Addis) bas a moment of angst as bis son Homer (Rod Todd) 
reacts with anger and bis wife Ida (Joecile C. Marlow) looks concerned. (Photo courtesy of theater department) 

Special credit should be given to Tom King for his 
credible set which presents an authentic small town coun
try street scene. The setting features two accurately de
tailed houses actually built on stage to scale. The porches 
and entrance doors of these houses form realistic props 
which allow the actors to make their meaningful and ef
fective stage movements. 

The rest of the production staff add to the total effort, 
with '20s costumes by Mary Louise Daniels and natural
looking outdoor lighting provided by Kelly Babb. Sound 
and stage managing chores are ably handled by Roy Alanis 
and Dolly Fischer. 

Altogether an entertaining evening of theater, 

Morning's audience were overheared saying, "Wasn't that 
good; simply delightful; cute," as they made their exit 
from the Fine Arts Building after the performance. 

The title of Osborn's play comes from a line in a Rob
ert Browning poem that ends with "God's in His heaven
-All's right with the world." In looking back on all the 
amiably resolved happenings in the play , this seems to 
be an apropos selection for the name of this charming 
theatrical presentation. 

Morning's at Seven can be seen at CO M's Arena The
atre through Nov. 17. Information regarding times and 
ticket prices can be obtained by calling the box office at 
(40~) 938-1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 345. 

Bethany Pheneger juggles dual roles at COM 
By RICHARD DA VIS 
Special to the Intert::OM 

Often students entering the Humanities Team office 
are too busy looking for an instructor or a mailbox to pay 

Bethany Pbeneger, at her desk in the reception area of 
Suite B in the Leaming Resources Center, bas been 
the program assistant with the Humanities Team since 
early summer. (Photo by Bill Glenn) . 

... • , \> • 

much attention to the person facing them behind the desk. 
They do, however, appreciate her comforting smile and 
courteous aid and may even notice the white lettered, blue 
nameplate that reads "Bethany Pheneger." 

Likewise, the audiences at the Arena Theatre seldom 
notice the people behind the scenes. They watch the pro
ductions intently, standing and applauding at the curtain 
calls, and they may, on occasion, look far enough down 
the program to see the title of stage manager. Ironically, 
the name that often follows that title is "Bethany 
Pheneger." 

For the past six years Pheneger has worked by day in 
a College of the Mainland office in one capacity or an
other, and for roughly the past nine years she has worked 
by night backstage in the COM theater. 

In her daytime capacity at COM she was first secre
tary and then a program assistant with the Nursing Team: 
Now, since the end of summer, she is the permanent pro
gram assistant of the Humanities Team. 

Pheneger came to work with the Humanities Team 
on a temporary basis in the early summer. 

"Due to some of the early retirements on campus and 
some reorganization in the support staff, a number of 
people have been given the opportunity to change their 
jobs or locations," Pheneger said. 

When the Humanities Team advertised to fill posi
tion on a permanent basis, Pheneger was chosen from 
among several applicants for the position. 

While still working with the Humanities Team on a 
temporary basis sqe said: "I really enjoy this office a lot. 
I have a lot in common with the people who are in this 
suite. There are movie lovers, cooks and mystery lovers, 
so I'm just in heaven." 

She feel~ strongly that COM a,n.d 9t~_er jµ~ior coJ- , 

leges are an important part of the educational system and 
describes COM as a wonderful place to work. _ 

"The btggest benefit of my job comes when I can 
help students who come into the office. I like to think that 
in some way I help them with their education." 

However, Pheneger's day at COM doesn't always end 
when she leaves her desk. 

Occasionally, her day turns into night when she works 
as Arena Theatre stage manager. In the past nine years, 
she has worked on COM theater productions, such as 
Biloxi Blties, 42nd Street, Don't Drink the Water and The 
Grapes of Wrath. She even had a small role in Inherit the 
Wind that she described as "a lark." 

"I've always had an interest in theater," she said. "I 
used to do it in high school, and I was a theater major in 
college. Then I kind of let it go for years and years. 

"Actually, Alex (her daughter) was in a show (Bye, 
Bye Birdie, 1988) and I was backstage with her every 
night. Eventually, they asked me if I'd stage manage the 
show after that one." 

However, she has shared more than dramas and com
edies with this stage. For her, it bears a special meaning. 
On this stage, she married CO M's resident lighting direc
tor, Kelly Babb. 

"We had known each other (through the theater) for 
a number of years, but after we dated and decided 'to get 
married, we thought what more appropriate place than
the theater." 

As if having that much of her time devoted to educa
tion were not enough, Pheneger remains a college stu
dent as she continues to work steadily toward a degree. 
"My advice to students is 'Follow through and get your 
college education.' Because, one class at a time, I'm still 
pursuing that goal and it's worth it." 

-, ' / .. • , . \.. . , ' •' 
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Making art work 
is Marshall's forte 
By PATRICIA IDLL 
Assistant Editor 

"Making art is fundamental to being human," Pro
fessor Mona Marshall said. "Every culture has some ac
tivity you could call art." 

Marshall who teaches drawing, photography and 
printmaking at College of the Mainland is first and fore
most an artist. 

She alternates between drawing and photography. 
"Drawing is to a degree real meditative, a suspension of 
conscious reality, while photography is more extroverted, 
a way of interacting with the world, more political." She 
added that the two mediums "feed each other." 

Marshall also finds teaching an enjoyable activity. 
"The trick is to find a balance between being creative and 
working to impact society. Teaching is my way to do that." 

Marshall received her bachelor of fine arts at the Uni
versity of Michigan in Ann Arbor. She then spent a year 
in Rome, Italy, at the Tyler School of Art before going on 
to the San Francisco Art Institute. 

Marshall has been teaching art at COM since 1979. 
She also has served as the COM Art Gallery director and 
as the faculty adviser of the Art Association. 

Marshall enjoys teaching art for several reasons. 
"Talking about art, thinking, debating keeps it fresh." Fur
thermore, the kind of problem solving and critical think
ing involved in producing art is transferable to other fields. 
Studies have shown, she said, that students who have vi
sual art in their backgrounds increase their chances of suc
cess in fields other than art. 

Teaching also enables Marshall to keep in touch with 
another generation. 

After a year's sabbatical Marshall returned to her 
teaching in September. During her time off, she and her 
husband toured Italy on a bicycle and hiked in the French 
Alps. She also took a course in Italian at the University of 
Texas in Austin and worked on her art. 

During her year off, she believes her work expanded 
and grew because she had the time to develop creative, 
unstructured ideas. The work Marshall did during her sab
batical culminated in an exibition of her new drawings at 
the Jung Center in Houston. 

The exhibit was up from Sept. 4 to Oct. 5. In the 
spring her work will be part of another show in Austin: 

Sandra Devall, graphic arts professor, stands at the 
board and shares her wit and wisdom with Kimberly 
Wilson (foreground) and other students in the desktop 
and design class. (Photo by Murray Getz) 

~-

Profess~r Mona Marshall, who teaches drawing and photography sits in her office located in the COM Fine Arts 
Building. Two of her photographs are displayed on the wall behind her. (Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

Women and Their Work. 
Her drawings and photographs are of landscapes, 

people and animals. According to her most recent Artists 
Statement,_: "Some of my more recent drawings have to 
do with the beginnings of perception or the first formula
tions of an idea. I sometimes speculate on what another 
being, a dog for example, imagines or sees as it looks at 
fire, or the skull of another dog, or that of its prey." 

Currently she is represented by the Harris Gallery at 
1200 Bissonnet in Houston. In the past she has had three 
solo shows at Harris. 

In fact it was during her first show there that she sold 
a piece. She found it fulfilling to realize that someone 
loved her work enough to invest in it. 

As a result of taking the Italian class during her sab
batical, Marshall completely re-examined her teaching 
style. 

In the past she has concentrated heavily on lecturing, 
but after sitting in the Italian class with a young instruc
tor who lectured exclusively on grammar, she thought of 
all her former students and wanted to apologize. 

Now she is experimenting with several teaching for
mats to allow students to determine how they best learn. 
Marshall surveyed her classes at the beginning of this se
mester to find out whether students believe they learn bet
ter by reading the material, by listening to a lecture or a 
combination of both. As a result of the survey she is at
tempting to accommodate each group and is c.;urious about 
the results. 

Several of Marshall's students are now working for 
newspapers or are teaching art. One even went on to at
tend the Brooks Institute in Santa Barbara, Calif., a pres
tigious art institute. 

When asked how a new artist goes about getting his 
or her art exhibited she suggested contacting non-profit 
galleries and entering juried competitions. She stressed 
that perseverance and determination are important for 
young artists. 

"Imagination is necessary to understand and appre
ciate art," Marshall stated. "A lot of people think of art as 
a luxu!)', but it has power, or the right wing wouldn't want 
to mute it, to control it." 

Devall sets style in graphic arts guide · 
By ANNA LAUZON 
Staff Reporter 

"When I was in the fifth grade, I told my best friend 
Margaret, 'I want to be a school teacher, I want to marry 
a school teacher, and I want to have six children,"' said 
Sandra Devall, a graphic arts professor at College of the 
Mainland. 

Childhood dreams never happen as they are planned. 
Instead of attending college after high school, Devall 

began her career in the printing industry. 
At the time, printing, publishing and graphic arts were 

male-dominated industries. Devall ran printing presses and 
.worked as a typesetter when it was still a heavy metal 
job. 

She became the first female supervisor of a combined 
male-female print shop at Shell Oil Company. Later, she 
taught employees to run printing presses and typesetting 
machines while working for a printing manufacturer. 

And still, Devall dreamed of teaching. 
With her experience in printing and typesetting and 

her background in training personnel, Devall came to teach 
at COM in 1970. She was hired along with five others to 
complete the staff for the new TechnicaVVocational Build
ing. 

Of the six teachers hired at that time, Devall will be 
the last to leave COM when she retires next year. 

Once she had · settled in, Devall attended classes at 
night, on weekends and during the summer until she ob
tained her teaching degree. 

Charlie Sullens was one of Devall 's first students. 
He came to COM to learn the new machine (IBM Com
poser) that had revolutionized typesetting. Prior to that 
he had set print ~sing hot lead. "I taught Charlie how to 
use the machine, and-he taught me standards he had 
learned as a typesetter," Devall said. "That's what teach
ing is all about, learning from each other." 

Since COM had no journalism teacher, Devall be
came a sponsor for the school newspaper. She handled 
the production end. 

"It took forever to type the newspapers. If you made 
any mistakes, you started over from the beginning," Devall 
explained. 

In the '80s the phototypesetter was developed. "You 
practically had to be a programmer to run the machine." 

In 1989 the computer replaced the phototypesetter. 
Before computers, Devall said, mornings would be 

spent working on a project, and afternoons would be spent 
making corrections. 

That's the area in which computers have revolution-

See Professor Page 11 



Pratt dedicated to educating students 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Staff Reporter 

A commitment to education is very important to Col
lege of the Mainland's Alex Pratt, administrator of edu

cational programs and ex
tended weekend college. 

He has been active in the 
education field for 33 years. 

Of those 33 years, Pratt 
ha.s dedicated 26 to working 
at COM. 

"I enjoy working with 
adults because of their com
mitment towards education," 
he said. 

Alex Pratt 

Just as any teacher, Pratt 
hopes "to enlighten students 
and to give them the tools so 

that they may broaden areas of knowledge; I hope to act 
as a facilitator in their education." 

Pratt's commitment to education has rewarded him 

in various ways throughout the years. He was named 
Teacher of the Year in The Woodlands, Master Teacher at 
COM and received the Gulf Coast Association for the 
Education of Young Children Citizen of the Year Award. 
Pratt, however, is not satisfied. "I feel there are more 
people to be reached." 

Pratt enjoys lecturing on Texas history, a subject he 
teaches regularly at COM, and is active in many histori
cal appreciation organizations. 

He is a member of the Texas City Heritage Assocation, 
the Galveston County Historical Commission and presi
dent of the Galveston County African American Heritage 
Association. 

Pratt has offered much to the community beyond his · 
appreciation for history. He also has served the commu
nity in leadership positions. He is a past mayor pro tern 
for the city of La Marque; member of the Texas House of 
Representatives "Joint Committee on Urban Needs"; 
board member of the Galveston ~ounty Senior Citizen 
Nutrition Project; and more. 

Pratt's commitment to education never ends. "I don't 
want to retire, and I don't want to give up on anybody." 

Politicians encourage students to vote 
Continued from Page .------------

Later in the rally Gray stressed to students to go and 
vote because "it is your duty and your responsibility." 

Commenting on a speech she made to a law school 
class in September. Gray said that when law students asked 
her if she would run for president, she was too old to run 
for president, but told the students that someone from their 

·generation would one day be president. 

Commissioner Johnson spoke next and gave the stu
dents his background as a COM student summer 1972. 
He also taught Labor Relations in an Industrial Society 
and Labor Law for Non-lawyers on an adjunct basis at 
COM fall 1981 and spring 1982, respectively. Jo\}nson 
graduated from South Texas College of Law School in 
Houston, August 1980 and worked in various political of
fices before running for precinct commissioner in 1988 
when he beat incumbent Ron Crowder. 

Johnson gave an example of how the Democrats and 
Republicans differ. Five percent of the Meals on Wheels 
money was cut out of the recent budget. Johnson, a Demo
crat, said that Galveston County maintained the previous 

l~vel of services by using some of its money. 

The young vote means a lot to Johnson. "Votes of 
young people are critical because their current participa
tion will form their pattern of voting for the rest of their 
lives," he said. "I.learned early that staying with it [vot
ing] is important and that people who quit only leave the 
work for someone else." 

Former president of the North Galveston County 
Young Democrats Kelli Schroeder organized the rally and 
expressed a Ntrong interest in forming a Young -Demo
crats organization on campus. 

For the prize of a pair of tickets to the Music Show-
-case l}t the Abyss, a Houston music venue,COM student 
Arie Vasser took off hi.s leather jacket and boots and 
jumped into Lake Eckert. Another student ran out in the 
rain, got on his knees and barked like a dog for a CD. For 
the price of a tape, students were asked different ques
tions about politics such as who was running against Phil 
Gramm (Victor Morales who lost the election) in the cur
rent senate race or who Ann Richards beat out for 
governor 's office in 199ff(Clayton Williams). 

Professor achieves childhood dream 
Continued from Page ln-----------

ized the business. Adding, deleting and revising can be 
done quickly on a computer screen before a printout is 
ever made, she said. 

"Every seven years a drastic change has occurred in 
one of the areas of publishing," Devall said. "Now with 
computers, there's a major change every six months. The 
speed of technology is overwhelming. Figuring out how 
to teach it is a challenge." 

Graphic arts students must approach the marketplace 
much differently than in the past, Devall explained. They 
must show not only that they can run the software, they 
must also demonstrate design skills. 

"That's why we're working so hard to have our stu
dents leave here with 10 perfect pieces (work examples) 

in their portfolios. That separates our students from those 
who only know how to run the software." 

Last year Devall took a sabbatical to write a style 
guide for graphic designers. During that year she con
tacted individuals who worked for newspapers, maga
zines, advertising firms and business in-house publica'
tions gathe~ing information to fill the gaps in her book. 

In the past, this information was passed from appren
tice to apprentice. Often it was never w~itten down. 

"I have humbly put all the information together in 
this book," Devall said. "It's a book to pick up every time 
you begin a graphic piece you've never done before." 

Devall 's book Graphic Arts Style Guide should be 
available in bookstores by June. 

When Devall retires in July 1997, she will begin a 
new phase of her life. And she will have accomplished 
her childhood dreams: She married a school teacher, she 
became a school teacher and she had six children. 

Devall already has many projects in mind, for her 
retirement: painting the wild flowers on her family's farm; 
working with children; and traveling once a month with 
her husband. 

"I'll keep my eyes open for what's next down the 
road," she said. "Everything always falls into place." 
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New 281 area code 
eases phone jams 
ByMARCEDOO 
Managing editor 

How many telephone numbers do you know 
by heart? Go ahead and count them. Got the num
bers? Is it close to 20 or more? Well, just forget the 
area codes for some of those numbers because as of 
Nov. 2 they have been changed. However, the tele
phone companies are giving a six-month grace pe
riod to get used to the change. 

Those living outside the central Houston area
outside Beltway &-have the new area code: 281, 
replacing 713. Counties that now have the new area 
code include: Montgomery, Liberty, Waller, Fort 
Bend, Brazoria, Galveston and Chambers. 

If you dial someone who is in the 713 area code 
from the 281 area code, you will have to dial the 
new area code and the number, but you do not use 1 
before the area code, nor will you be charged a long 
distance fee. If you are dialing within the same area 
code, you need to dial only the number. 

The new area code has been implemented be
cause Houston and the surrounding area now in
clude too many numbers. Fax machines, modems, 
pagers, car phones and celluar phones are taking up 
most of the new telephone numbers. If you have a 
cellular phone, pager or a car phone, check with 
your service provider to see how the new area code 
will affect calls you receive because some of the 
713 numbers are duplicates of the 281 numbers. For 
example one person's cellular phone number may 
be (713) 555-2422, but another person's home phone 
number may be (281) 555-2422. The telephone com
pany said the 713 area code will be rung first. · 

If you have an.y questions regarding the new 
281 area code and how it affects the calls you make, 
phone 1-800-869-5868. The operator can assist you 
if your call is not going through. 

Hypnotist captivates 
spellbound audience 
Continued from Page -----------
to why they were behaving so crazily. 

Some of the more entertaining situations came when 
Winters told the group of volunteers they couldn't remem
ber their names. Imagine the abject terror of someone ask
ing your name, and for the life of you, being completely 
unable to respond. He also told one subject that she 

• couldn't slly the number four. The volunteer counted on 
her fingers, one, two, three, and then with an anguished, 
self-conscious, embarrassed look, simply couldn't remem
ber to the elusive number four. 

As the program continued, Winters displayed an 
amazing bag of tricks, including that of suggesting the 
subjects were on the beach and the sun was beating down 
on them. This caused a mass react,ion of imaginary sweat
ing. The subjects fanned themselves and one male sub
ject even removed his shirt to e·scape the heat. 

Many more playful suggestions were heaped upon 
the volunteer subjects, and the outlandish way they re
acted to the convincing tones of the hypnotist's voice had 
the audience in a state of complete hysterical giggles. 

One of the volunteers, Melody Toppins, said: "It was 
an amazing experience. I remember my mind going to
tally blank when,I tried to remember the number four." 

Winters, who does about 175 shows a year said, "Hyp
nosis is not magic, so much depends on the hypnotist, the 
subject and his willingness to be hypnotized." 

The spellbinding performance by Winters was spon
sored by the Student Activities Board and was only one 
of the entertaining events planned for COM students this 
year. It certainly was one of the best I've seen sq far. 
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COM students (from left) Damon Wilkerson, Julie Alcoin, Matthew Caka and Elizabeth Lemons take advantage of 
free computer and Internet access now available in the Innovatio~s Lab, Room T-320, in the TechnicalNocational 
Building. Tutorials are available for novice computer users. (Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

Innovations lab offers co01puters, aid 
By ERIC SLOCUMB 
Staff Reporter 

The clock is ominously ticking toward your deadline 
and you still do not have your paper ready for class. You 
don't have access to a computer. What do you do? 

What you do not do is worry because all College of 
the Mainland students may use the Innovations lab in 
Room T-320 of the Technica!Nocational Building. 

Staffed by Innovations Supervisor Phyllis 
Thibodeaux and Innovations Technician Penny Finn, the 
lab is for students needing a place to do their classroom 
assignments. The lab is designed " ... for all students to 
have access for all assignments," Thibodeaux said. The 
students are" ... the number one priority ... " in the Jab. 

Even students with no computer experience are en
couraged to use this free service offered by COM. "We 
are here to help them," Thibodeaux said. 

Students need only display a willingness to learn and 
a school-related project to use the Jab. With more than 
400 software titles and more than 40 computers avail
able, the lab is equipped to handle most student needs. "If 
you have a specific need, talk to us," Thibodeaux said. 
They are the "number one place to go to do your work." 

Whereas appointments are not necessary to acquire 
computer access, you may make an appointment "if you 
need to use a specific program," Thibodeaux said. By 

making an appointment, the student is assured of having 
a computer available to him at his requested time. 

Also available is free Internet access for research. 
Students may also use laser printers and even scanners to 
enable them to incorporate photographs in their work. The 
only item needed to use the Jab is a 3 1/2- inch disk so 
students may save the work they have done in the Jab. 

Thibodeaux and Finn will teach beginners how to use 
various programs and will bring students along at a pace 
that will match their needs. Both Thibodeaux and Finn 

are willing to take students through the steps because they 
need to become proficient in using the various programs. 

Though school work is the primary goal for the lab, 
assistance is available for organizing a resume. The pur
pose of the Innovations lab also is to help students learn 
how to use computers effectively. 

Along with Thibodeaux and Finn, the lab is staffed 
by part-time technician Carol Boone and four student as
sistants. The fall Jab hours are Mondays, 7:30 a.m.-8:30 
p.m.; Tuesdays through Thursdays, 7:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m.; 
Fridays 8 a.m.-2 p.m.; and, Saturdays, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Students may reserve a computer in advance by call
ing the Innovations Jab at (409) 938-1211 or (281) 280-
3991, Ext. 370. 

The Innovations Jab is designed to facilitate the 
completion of schoolwork. Don't Jet the clock run out on 
you. Time is ticking. 

Top Ten Reasons to Register Early 
By JOSE GALVAN 
Staff Reporter 

Early registration is almost here. College of the Main
land students can begin meeting with their advisers after 
the spring schedule comes out around the middle of No
vember according to the Admissions office. The deadline 
for early spring registration applications is Nov. 22. 

From the InterCOM home office in the Learning Re
sources Center here are the Top 10 reasons for registering 
early Dec. 3 and 4. 

10. You'll get the classes you want at the time you 
want them. 

9. Your class schedule will be reserved until you pay. 

8. _You will avoid the run around and Jong lines. 
7. You won't have to take night classes to keep your 

schedule straight. 
6. You can scratch COM off your Christmas budget. 
5. Two words: Class Full 
4. Early registration gives you more time to ponder 

who Professor TBA is. 
3. You won't have to play campus hop scotch like 

you would during regular registration. 
2. You won't have to camp out in front of the Admin

istration Building to be the first in line. 
1. If you thought the line to get Oilers tickets was 

Jong, just wait until you see the line at regular ,registra- . 
tion: · · 

People Speak Out 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
and JULIAN RIANO 
Staff Reporters 

The holiday season has had its unofficial begin
ning with Halloween. However, you may have no
ticed stores have been pushing Christmas merchan
dise for some time. 

Thanksgiving seems to be all but forgotten with 
the Christmas hype. Yet, historically for Americans, 
it's probably the most important holiday ~o observe. 
This is the time when we sit down with our families 
for a traditional meal, enjoy the football games on 
TV and reflect on what the year has brought us and 
to count our blessings. 

InterCOM decided to highlight Thanksgiving by 
asking students: "Considering Thanksgiving is just 
around the corner, what are you most thankful for?" 

Kendrick Douglas, 19: 
Life, health and 
strength. 

Hamilton Boyd, 21: 
I'm most thankful to be 
back in school. My 
grades are high. What 
more can you ask for? 

Juan Rivera, 18: 
I'm most thankful for 
college. I'm still 
standing here. I have 
my life. 

Jason Jonte, 
My strengths: artistic 
ability and friendliness. 

Chris Baker, 21: 
Life, liberty, family and 
friends. 

Relana Gerami, 21: 
I'm most thankful for 
health and my family 
and that people are there 
to support me in 
everything I do. 

· Dandi Wells, 18: 
That my cat, Pork 
Chop, is still alive. I had 
to get rid of him, but I 
just got him back. 

Zinia Washington, 18: 
My life, my education 
and my child. 



Political editorial poem 
See Page 3 

Student concerns 
·addressed at forum 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland President Larry L. Stanley 
joined Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Stu
dent Development, and Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of Col
lege and Financial Services, in fielding questions at the 
Student Concerns Forum Feb. 6. 

More than 30 students and staff crowded into Room 
A-148 of the Administration Building to voice campus
related concerns to the deans and th_e president. 

Student Judy Contonis was dismayed by the lack of 
a medical facility on campus. She said there is no one on 
campus to call if a student has a heart attack or some other 
emergency. 

Student Government President Don Rittenhouse re
lated recently trying to find someone who could take his 
blood pressure because he was not feeling well and wanted 
to know if his pressure was up before deciding whether 
to stay at school or go home. 

Dr, Bass told Contonis, "You have a great idea in 
identifying a health services issue that we need to look at, 
and we will do that in Student Services." 

See Worries Page 7 
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A dynamic wid varied exhi61t opened.J~~/ 14 
Attbe College otihe Mainland.Art OaUery. Th~ex
bibit, ltour Ce(amic:ists from Austip, features work 

.· frQtqartists 'YA~~F,Pl~y toe Ul~~tum otcera~tc in.; .. 
very differerifand ~urprising w.ays. . ... ' . 

· The ceramjc. artists :featured in the e.xhibiLare 
TreArenz, whose work focuses on multiple objects, 
repetition and a juxtaposition of mass p~µced 

obji:i.cl$ with the unexpected, ... such as the fl09k.•·· ••··••.P. f .. 
yellow ceramkducks in a Igt9he.n sirik. ) ······ ·••·· 1 

Marian llaigh's work ecbqes the textures, 
rhythyms and fonns of nature, She takes press molds 
from stones, fossils and. other natural objects and 
uses the shapes for the structure of her vessels as 
weU as the decorative elements. ·.. · 

James Tisdale's human-like sculptures look, at 
first glance, to be made from plates of metal riv
eted together, rather than from clay. One piece in 

I• ·the•exhibition, a giant head~ l9oks as though it were 
•. partly formed Jrotn tpe rough bark of a treei with 
. patches of metal as a contrasti.ng texture. 

· Mary Visser, the fourth artist exhibiting at 
COM, spoke about her work in a lecture Jan. 27 in 
the Fine Arts Building. Born in Jackson, Tenn., 
Visser is an associate professor in the School of Fine 
Art at Southwestern University in Georgetown, 
Texas, where she has taught since 1979. 

See COM Page 7 

Black History Month events 
See Page 5 · 

Part 1 of 3-part baseball series 
See Page 6 
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TIPA Award-winner 

Dr. Donald G. Bass (left), Dr. Henry D. Pope (center) and COM President Larry L. Stanley pause for a moment 
after the Student Concerns Forum held Feb. 6, 12:30-1:30 p.m. in the Administration Building. Dr. Bass is dean of 
Instruction and Student Services. Dr. Pope is dean of College and Financial Services. (Photo by Patricia Hi,ll) 

Buddenhagen 1996 Galveston Bay Hero 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Staff Reporter 

Heroes come in all shapes, sizes ani:I categories. 
Some are heroes for saving lives, others are heroes for 
teaching. College of the Mainland has its very own hero. 
Chuck Buddenhagen received the 1996 Galveston Bay 
Foundation Hero Award De~. ..------
10. He also was a GBF Hero 
in 19~5. 

Buddenhagen, program 
director for Continuing Educa
tion and Community Services, 
received the current award for 
his continued development of ,~ "' 
the Galveston Bay Shell and 
Geologic Collection and pre
sentations to more than 1,200 
students in 1996. He was one 
of five to be selected from 
1,000 Galveston Bay Founda
tion volunteers. 

l would use someday." 
The collection kits are used as educational tools for 

students, preschool through college, to help them learn, 
appreciate and protect the Galveston Bay environs for fu
ture generations. 

GBF volunteers give talks to area s.chools about 
Galveston Bay as well as the Texas City Dike. The talks 

and slide presentations are 
about the nature of.the bay, ani
mals that live there and the hu
man interaction with the b~y. 
After each talk Buddenhagen 
leaves a collection kit full of 
indigenous shells and rocks 
from the bay and the dike for 
the students. 

"It's funny, it (the kit) 
works just as well at the pre
school level as at the college 
level," Buddenhagen said. 
"The kits are good because 
people are naturally curious 
about things (shells and rocks) 
they pick up at the beach." 

The kits provide people 
with more knowledge about 
what they find. Each kit con
ta ins numbered shells and 

In fall 1995 Buddenhagen 
assembled shell collections for 
the GBF after talking with Dr. 
Donald G. Bass, dean of In
struction and Student t>evelop
ment, also a member of GBF, 
about the need for more speci
mens. 

Buddenhagen showed 
Dean Bass his collection which 
had accumulated in his garage 
'tor years. "I had over 50,000 
shells Jn my garage that I knew 

rocks and a booklet, with num
Chuck Buddenhagen, named GBF Hero Dec. 10 for bered pictures to match; also a 
assembling shell collections distributed for educa- brief history of each specimen 
tional purposes, holds a Murex shell while displaying is in the booklet. 
other specimens. Buddenhagen is program director "There are lots of things 
of Continuing Education and Community Services at (shells and rocks) that are lo
COM. (Photo by Patricia Hill) See Hero Page 8 
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Folk singer Charlie King sings and plays guitar to a politically activated audience. King played three performances 
Wednesday, Feb. 5, in the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium. (Photo by Maree Doo) 

King rocks COM with political ballads 
By JULIAN RIANO 
Staff Reporter 

The Learning Resources Auditorium was politically 
activated with guitar riffs and choruses, such as "We're 
gonna sing Mandela free!" when folk singer Charlie King 
held three free concerts at College of the Mainland Feb. 
5. Performances were at 9:30 a.m., 11 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. 

King strummed the guitar as his voice, a lyrical stream 
of sound, echoed through the air. At times· King invited 
the audience to sing along with the refrain. He told sto
ries in the manner of a roving minstrel, through ballads 
about people, politics and the oppressed. 

The song, "My Name is Joe," tells the story about a 
Thai cook in New York City who angers his employer; in 
response the employer calls immigration authorities to 
haul the cook off. The song ends with the cook walking 
on the beach after eluding his captors. 

"I can't ever leave Texas without writing a song," 

King declared. He then sang a song he composed in Texas 
in 1989. It was about the fall of the Berlin Wall. 

"This song is also about the wall that surrounds us 
all," King said, "the wall of fear that we have to bring 
down with a hammer." 

In between numbers King introduced his next song, 
his inspiration for the song, and a short synopsis of the 
song. 

All this he sprinkled with wit and political humor, 
leaving the audience in gales of laughter. 

However, not all the songs King performed were his 
originals. He also sang folk songs which have been passed 
down from person to person. Among them were "Plant
ing Seeds" by Alvina Davis and "My Name is Joe" by 
David Hayes. 

King ended with "God Bless the Grass." Grass is a 
metaphor for the restless oppressed seeking reform. "Tuey 
can be cut back, but they always grow back and have the 
strength to eventually break the concrete." 

Wttery-itis strikes; 
son fed up with dad 

Julian} 
Riano 

It seems every time the Texas Lotto jackpot gets up 
around the $30 millions people are suddenly stricken 
with lottery-itis. Recently my father has developed his 
own system for the lottery. He will buy 720 tickets ($1 
per ticket) with the aid of "investors" (his lottery-itis 
friends). As I half-listened to his latest explanation, I 
pondered the possibility of winning the lottery. 

Please note: It is probably more likely that you will 
be struck by lightning than that you will win the lottery. 

And just who does win the lottery? Little old ladies 
who live in the middle of nowhere? Immigrants just 
arrived from the "Old Country?" Psychics who divine 
lottery numbers? If you do not fit these criteria, then 
your chances of winning are significantly lower. 

As far as I know, my father has never met anyone 
who has won the lottery. And I'm quite sure that no one 
in our family has a friend who has won. Has anyone 
from Texas City ever won? Probably not. 

I listened to my father's friend ask him what 
distinguished his present scheme from any other half
baked, get-rich-quick schemes. Like all such schemes 
my father boasted that his idea fell from heaven, is quick 
money and guarantees a definite win. The actual system 
is very simple, which made me wonder, "What makes 
him think no one else has tried it?" 

I'm sure there is an ocean filled with the tears of all 
the people who have lost the lottery. I'm also sure there 
is a grain vf sand lying next to that ocean for every 
failed psychic reading, fortune cookie fortune and 
spe~ial system that people have tried. 

I talked to my m<;>ther about my father's latest 
scheme and she agreed it w~s half-baked, but told me 
that it would be OK as long as it kept him off the streets. 
I guess she's right, but I swt:ar I won't be buying any 
lottery tickets. However, he did make the most money 
he has ever made from the lottery. Feb. 5 he won $48. 
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Editor's Note: This letter is in response to the Page 1 
lnterCOM story, "COM Senate discusses enforcing 
smoking policy" in the December issue. 
Dear Editor, 

Although I have not had a cigarette in three years, I 
have sympathy for those addicted to nicotine. 

Once upon a time, we had a policy which banned 
smoking in all College of the Mainland buildings. That 
seemed to work pretty well, but the People's Republic of 
COM decided to go one step further and created 
designated areas wherein the proletariat could smoke. 

Many of these are inconvenient and one, by the 
TechnicalNocational Building, is down-right dangerous. 
Smokers in that area are not visible and cannot be heard 
from most of the campus. It is only a matter of time 
before someone is mugged or abducted since the area is 
very accessible by a vehicle. But what the hell, they 
deserve it; they're smokers aren't they? 

Now, certain folks want to make us a smoke-free 
Republic because the naughty proletariat is discarding 
butts (cigarette, that is) on the ground and worse yet, 
unconsecrated ground; the same pristine la~dscape 
which is often littered with Coke cups and candy 
wrappers. Perhaps we should become a candy, Coke, et 
al-free campus, too! 

If the new ban is adopted, the result will be as 
follows: 

1) Campus police, already understaffed, will be 
writing "smoking tickets" while serious crime flour
ishes. You don't think crooks are smart enough to use 
this as a diversion? And what planet was that you said 
you're from? 

2) Smokers would still smoke, but now they would 
have no regard for location since they would already be 
sinners. Since there would be no ash trays,.all butts 
would go on the ground. 

J) When smokers see the campus police, they 
would quickly discard their smoke since a ticket would 
require actually catching a sinner in the act. Thus we 
would not only have butts on the ground, but lighted 
ones at that. 

4) People would not pay the fines; not a problem 
now, since very few actual tickets have been written. 

Perhaps it is time to return to a realistic, enforceable 
policy which treats people as adult human beings who 
happen to have a disgusting addiction; provide ample, 
strategically placed ash trays and allow our excellent 
campus police to guard against real crime. 

Bob Wennagel, business professor 
Editor's Note: Also in the December smoking policy 
story, the statement that Wellness Director J.B. Bryant 

. recommended enforcing the policy was incorrect. He 
sent the memo suggesting enforcement on behalf of the 
Wellness Advisory Board. It was not his suggestion. 
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Now we go from '96 
To 1997; 

Life's become a crapshoot 
7 come 11. 

In America today 
Not everyone's got enough to eat 
If the Republicans get their way 

There'll be packs of starving children on the 
street. 

It's become a government for the government 
Not for the common man 

How did things go so wrong 
In our great land? 

Ethics on Capitol Hill, no way 
Can't you smell a louse? 

It's the President of the United States 
'And the Speaker of the House. 

Old Newt likes to bitch and holler 
Man, can he raise hell 

But; when it comes to his own ethics 
they've goneA-W-O-L. 

The laws are written now 
For the government to abuse 

You see, my friend, in America today 
You're "guilty" if accused. 

The Politicians want more money, 
Now that's the awful crime 

Mo' money, mo' money, mo' money 
Can they tax a dime? 

Our government wants more money 
What else can they tax? 

If you can think of anything else 
Please send the Clintons a fax ... 

' 

Letter to the Editor 

Entertainer highly praises 
InterCOM's review of act 
Dear Murray (Getz), 

I wouldn't tell you this were it not true; your article 
on my show (Nov. 5 at College of the Mainland) was 
perhaps the best I've read from any campus newspaper. 
It was upbeat, genuine and professional. 

So many thanks for keeping me in mind. This 
article will be forwarded to my agent and will likely 
become part of my press kit. 

Keep writing! You've got a great style and a good 
command for expressing yourself. 

Warmest regards, 
Frederick Winters, hypnotist 

Editor'sNote: Staff reporter Murray Getz reviewed 
hypnotist Frederick Winters' COM performance in the 
November InterCOM. 
Winters show was held in the Le.arning Resources 
Center Auditorium. 
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Cam_pus beagle journeys 7 miles home 
ByMARCEDOO 
Managing Editor 

It is amazing what a little love, attention, a bed and a 
house can do for someone's personality and happiness, 
and Giselle, pet beagle of the Grounds Maintenance Team1 

is no different. Giselle, who is a changed dog, is back on 
campus after running away from her adoptive home. 

For the past five years, Giselle has been an on-again, 
off-again visitor to the College of the Mainland campus, 
being fed and receiving attention sporadically. However, 
all last year Grounds Maintenance Team members Dor
othy Kemp and Rosie Myers fed her consistently, and 
Giselle became a permanent COM resident as well as the 
mascot for the Grounds Maintenance Team. 

Until the most recent events in her life, Giselle would 
not allow anyone near her, not evenrto give her food. 

Last November Giselle was hit by a scooter on cam
pus. When Kemp and Myers noticed Giselle was hop
ping on three legs, they took her to a veterinary clinic in 
Texas City. After three weeks and about $215 of care, she 
was released and adopted by Mail Services employee 
Dianna Philips, who took Giselle home to her fenced-in 
yard one week before classes ended for Christmas break. 

Giselle stayed four days at Phillips' home and then, 
after digging her way to freedom, walkeC, the almost seven 
miles to COM. Myers first saw Giselle in the parking lot 
behind the Technical/Vocational Buildi.ng. Myers and 
Kemp took Giselle, who let them pick her up without pro
test, to the Maintenance Building. 

Kemp and Myers then made Giselle a dog house due 
to the growing wintry weather conditions. 

The dog house is a lean-to that at one time housed 
the kiln for ceramics classes. After boarding it up and seal
ing it. with black plastic tarp, Kemp and Myers put flat
tened out cardboard boxe~ on the floor-which they 
change daily-to keep the structure clean. In the middle 
of the "dog palace," Kemp and Myers have set up a large 
box with some hay in it and a blanket so Giselle has a 
warm place to sleep. Giselle now has her own food bowl 
which Kemp and Myers fill daily with dry and canned 
dog food and some food scraps. 

'~Since we put her in her house she has been very 
friendly," Kemp said. The be11gle comes to anyo·ne now, 
running and jumping up to be petted. If you bend down 
and scratch her ears, Giselle will sit very still seeming to 
enjoy every second of the attention. 

Because of Giselle's new friendly behavior, Myers 
and Kemp keep her in the dog house for safety reasons. 
When Giselle is outside, Kemp and Myers keep her un
der very tight supervision because they do not want Giselle 
to get hurt again. 

Some money was left over from the donaU9,ns for 

Giselle's vete_rinary bill and Kemp has used that to buy 
dog food. In order to keep Giselle healthy, the women 
mix aspirin and garlic tablets into her food. Over a long 
holiday, such as the Christrpas break, Kemp and Myers 
take turns checking on Giself e and walking her. 

Giselle has another -benefactor 0!1, campus in addi
tion to Kemp and Myers. This person who wishes to re
main anonymous is going to pay to have Giselle spayed. 

"I want to stress the importance of having your pets 
spayed or neutered to avoid an overpopulation of stray 
cats and dogs," the benefactor said. 

If you are out and about on campus and find yourself 
over by the Maintenance Building across from the Tech
nicaINocational Building, look for Kemp and Myers. They 
will take you to see Giselle who will enjoy the attention 
you give her. 

COM Grounds Maintenance Team members Dorothy 
Kemp (left) and Rosie Myers visit witli Giselle, their 
team's mascot, in her specially remodeled shed. Giselle 
has her own bed, food bowl and doggy-home comforts 
in her new "dog palace." (Photo by Maree Doo) 

March 17 graduation deadline 
Students planning to participate in the graduation cer

emony must apply by March 1 ?, in the Administration 
Building Advisement Center. Non-participants must ap
ply by the end of the semester to get a diploma. For ques
tions call the Advisement Center at ( 409) 938-1211 or 
(~~1) 289-399_1, pxts. 496,.470 ~n~. 215. 
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Innovations lab staff is Phyllis Thibodeaux Oeft), supervisor, and technicians Penny Finn (center) and Carol 
Boone. The main function of Innovations is to give students access to computers, programs and the Internet. It is 
located in Room T-320 of the Technical/Vocational Building. Call Ext. 370 for lab times. (Photo by Maree Doo) 

Innovations offers help, computers 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

Where can a person travel the world, type a research 
paper or analyze his or her personality with the click of a 
mouse button? In the Innovations lab, Room T-320 of the 
Technical/Vocational Building. 

Touring the world in the lab is possible through 
Netscape, a program for Internet access. 

Writing research papers is easier in the lab with sev
eral IBM and Macintosh word processing programs. 

Word processing programs available on the IBM com
puter are Microsoft Word and Microsoft Works and 
WordPerfect 5.62 and 6.1. For Macintosh, the lab has 
MacWrite and Microsoft Word 5.1. 

can in our power to help all students successfully fulfill 
their goals at College of the Mainland." 

Computer novices should have no reservations about 
using the lab's many programs. 

Lab assistant, Boone, who works evenings and week
ends, said, "We'll give as much help as is needed, whether 
it 's 10 minutes or an hour." 

Although some computers have games, Boone 
stressed, "This lab is for educational purposes; we dis
courage games because it is intended for educational use." 

Students are advised to bring a 3.5 inch floppy disk 
on which to save their work. The lab doesn 't sell disks, 
but they may be purchased in the COM Bookstore. 

Students must check their ID's a:t the front desk. The 
following are acceptable: a·college or state ID or a driver's 

Innovations technician Carol license. 

Boone said the lab offers a wide variety I I 11 Nothing may be copied or 
of support programs for College of the unsung Heroes printed off the Internet. Sexually 
Mainland courses in a variety of fields. __ explicit material is prohibited. 

Sociology and psychology students ~-=====-============:::'.J Time on chat lines is limited. Stu-
have several computer programs available to them such dents are only allowed to access the chat lines for two 
as the Luscher Profile, a personality analyzer. Two com- hours in the morning and two hours in the evening (after 
puters are dedicated for Emergency Medical Service stu- 1 p.m.) of any day. 
dents and eight for nursing students. Thibodeaux reiterated that the computers are to as-

"Many of these programs are short and to the point," sist students with class work. As the lab gets busier 
Boone said. "A lot of instructors use them for extra credit." throughout the semester, the access of chat rooms could 

Spread sheet programs like Lotus and programs that be restricted even more. 
allow students to design graphics are also available. Innovations has three IBMs, 25 486 PCs and 14 

The lab is staffed by Phyllis Thibodeaux, Innovations Macintoshes. Both laser and dot matrix printers are avail-
supervisor; Penny Finn, Innovations technician; Boone able. The lab also has PC and Macintosh scanners. 
and student assistants Elizabeth Lemons, Clair Culpepper, Innovations lab hours for the fall and spring semes-
Melissa Vodovar and Jose Galvan. ters are Mondays 7:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m.; and Tuesdays-

Thibodeaux has been the Innovations supervisor since Thursdays 7:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m. Weekend hours are Fri-
1992. She defines Innovations as "a lab which is open to days from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. and Saturdays 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Sum-
the whole campus community." She added, "We want stu- mer hours vary. 
dents to know there's an open lab available.•~ For more information, Thibodeax, Finn or Boone can 

Finn said, "Our main purpose is to do whatever we be reached at (409) 938-1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 370. 

Seminars help COM students transfer to UHCL 
The University of Houston-Clear Lake will hold 

transfer seminars designed to help prospective· students 
transfer from community colleges to the UHCL campus. 
The session dates are March 7, May 2, June 6, July 11 
and Aug. 1. 

UHCL representatives will discuss enrollment re
quirements, application process, financial aid, student life 

and scholarships; review transcripts and conduct tours. 
Students also may talk with an academic program adviser. 

The seminars will meet in Room 1335 of the Bayou 
Building. Call (281) 283-2515 to reserve a space. 

For those who do not attend, admissions counselors 
make regular visits to College of the Mainland. Check 
COM bulletin boards for dates, times and locations. 

Annual rodeo returns; 
stars head to Houston 
By MARCUS WHARTON 
Staff Reporter 

The Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo re
turns to theAstrodome complex this year for its 65th 
anniversary celebration. This year 20 rodeo perfor
mances are scheduled, including rodeo events, the 
world's largest calf scramble, chuck wagon races 
and an all-star line-up of entertainers. 

Rodeo action begins Friday, Feb. 14, at 7 p.m., 
with Alan Jackson and LeAnn Rimes, the youngest 
country newcomer in years. Following on Satur
day, Feb. 15, at 11 a.m. are Neal McCoy and Bryan 
White. Collin Raye, Trace Adkins and Gary Allan 
finish up the evening at 7 p.m. Tim McGraw and 
Chris Ledoux perform Sunday, Feb. 16, at 4 p.m. 

George Strait headlines both Monday and Tues
day, Feb. 17 and 18, at 7 p.m. On Wednesday and 
Thursday, Feb. 19 and 201 Brooks and Dunn per
form at 7 p.m. It's Girls' Night Out, Friday, Feb. 
21, with Mary Chapin Carpenter, Patty Lovelace 
and Kathy Mattea. Earth, Wind and Fire kick off 
Saturday, Feb. 22, at 11 a.m. to celebrate Black 
Heritage Day. Then Tracy Lawerence and Rick 
Trevino finish up the evening at 7 p.m . . 

In celebration of Go Tejano Day, Emilio and 
Grupo Limite entertain at 4 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 23. 
Clay Walker returns Monday, Feb. 24, at 7 p.m., 
Reba McEntire performs Tuesday and Wednesday, 
Feb. 25 and 26, while Wynonna takes the stage 
Thursday, Feb. 27. 

Hank Williams Jr., Charlie Daniels, the 
Marshall Tucker Band and Bo Diddley bring down 
the roof Friday, Feb. 28, at 7 p.m. John Michael 
Montgomery plays at 11 a.m. on Saturday, March 
1. Then Mark Chesnutt and Terri Clark close out 
the night at 7 p.m. Vince Gill finishes it all up at 4 
p.m. Sunday, March 2. 

Tickets are available through Ticketmaster out
lets, located at Blockbuster Music, Foley's, Fiesta 
and Randalls. Tickets also are available on the 
Internet at http://www.ticketmaster.com. Ticket 
prices range from $10 to $19.80, with a service 
charge added at some locations. 

Drop classes 'W' day, April 14 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Staff Reporter 

Is that one class you signed up for at College of the 
Mainland just not working with yo~r schedule? Is that 
class just not what you had expected? Do you want to 
drop it but don't know how or when? "W" day, the last 
day to withdraw with the grade of "W," is April 14. 

When you withdraw, the grade of "W" will appear 
on your pe_rmanent record, but has no effect on your grade 
point average. 

However, if you drop too many classes too often, you 
may find the words "Scholastic Referral" on your Permit 
to Register. This means you will have to speak with Dr. 
Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student Devel
opment, before you will be allowed to register for a new 
semester, said Wanda Scarlett, Student Records special
ist. 

To drop a class, you must complete a withdrawal form 
in the Admissions and Records Office in the Administra
tion Building. Simply not attending a class does not with
draw you from a course. It is your responsibility to with
draw yourself properly. If you do not withdraw, you will 
most likely receive an F, which will affect your GPA. 

Students who are veterans or who have Pell Grants 
should check with Student Financial Services before drop
ping a class. Penalties niay apply. 



Try fancy footwork 
with flamenco dance 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Photography Editor 

Flamenco. It has nothing whatsoever to do with those 
long-legged pink birds that stand around on one leg. 

Flamenco is a traditional Spanish dance style that 
originated from Moorish gypsies dancing barefooted by 
the campfire light, accompanied only by the rhythm of 
clapping hands and a guitar. 

Today, flamenco has developed into a sophisticated 
and passionate classical dance form. Flamenco promotes 
strength, grace, sensuality and expressiveness, and is not 
for wallflowers! The entire body is used in this dance style, 
but special attention is paid to dramatic and intricate foot
work and graceful, sweeping arm movements. 

Unleash the gypsy in your soul by learning this ex
citing and invigorating dance through College of the Main
land. This spring, classes in flamenco are being held at 
the Nessler Center in Texas City. 

Students also will learn to play castanets, which are 
used extensively in the dance. These add to the atmosphere 
by providing a strong rhythm and authentic Spanish sound. 

Arlyn Getz, who teaches the classes, has been a dancer 
all her life. Getz has danced professionally in shows, clubs 
and on cruise ships. She also has appeared on national 
television. In addition she operated her own dance studio 
for 25 years, and taught ballet at University of Houston. 

Getz says of flamenco: "It's a wonderful expression 
of emotion. The music and rhythm are very exciting; it's 
fun, and it keeps you fit." 

Classes are held on Monday evenings, 7:15-8:15.Al
though the first beginners' class was Feb. 10, students 
·can still sign up for the remainder of the six-week course. 
A second course will start on March 31, and beginners 
are welcome 

Women should wear a full skirt and sturdy shoes with 
a small heel. Men should wear hard-soled boots with a 
heel, such as cowboy boots and comfortable clothes. The 
cost is $36 for residents, $41 for non-residents and $19 
for seniors. 

For further information, call the Continuing Educa
tion Office at (409) 938-1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 365. 
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COM students Amy K. Patlach and KangniAcouetey survey the Black History Month display in the COM library. 
The display is double sided with one side featuring great African-American men and the other great African
American women. (Photo by Maree Doo) 

COM celebrates Black History Month 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Staff Reporter 

Black History Month is being celebrated in a num
ber of ways at College of the Mainland. The celebration 
includes a display in the COM Library honoringAfrican
American leaders, as well as several events on campus. 

Both men and women are included in the double-sided 
library display compiled by Tillie Henson, circulation co
ordinator. One side is titled GREAT AFRICAN-AMERI
CAN WOMEN: Legacy & Challenge for the 21st Cen
tury, and gives information with pictures of Rosa Parks, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Harriet Tubman, Sojourner Truth and 
Shirl6y Chisholm. The other side, GREAT AFRICAN
AMERICAN MEN: Legacy & Challenge for the 21st Cen
tury, holds information and pictures of Ralph Ellison, 
Leroy "Satchel" Paige, Benjamin Banneker, W.E.B. Du 
Bois, Charles Drew and George Washington Carver. 

The first of the Black History Month events at COM 
is a jazz performance by the Pat Williams Quintet in the 
Student Center Feb. 15, 8-10 p.m. 

The movie, Eyes on the Prize, will be shown in the 
Student Center Feb. 17 at 11:10 a.m. The next ac\ivity is 
a lecture by Dr. Lee McGriggs, COM government and 
history professor, Feb. 19, 11:10 a.m.-12:20 p.m. in the 
Leaming Resources Center Auditorium, L-131. 

The celebration continues Feb. 24 with a movie to be 
announced. Viewing time will be 11:30 a.m. in the Stu
dent Center. A workshop called "African-American Atti
tudes for the 21st Century," will be presented by James 
E. Shippy, director of Student Support Services, in the 
LRCAuditorium Feb. 26, 11:10 a.m.-12:20 p.m. 

The game show "Black Jeopardy" will be played in 
the Student Center Feb. 27 at 12:30 p.m. Celebrations will 
wind down Feb. 28 with a gospel festival featuring area 
gospel choirs in the Student Center at 7 p.m. 

96 donate, 18 deferred at spring blood drive 1':~,lfs~~:~re:~~ By LORIELLE BLACKWELL 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
sponsored the spring semester blood drive Feb. 4-5. Gulf 

Sangita Bhavsar, a certified medical assistant from the 
Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center, prepares to take a · 
blood donation from student Tammy Murk during the 
SAB- sponsored blood drive held in the Student Center 
Feb. 4-5. (Photo by Maree Doo) 

Coast Regional Blood Center employees administered the 
drive in the Student Center. 

"With the blood center coming to COM, it makes it 
easier for students to donate rather than having to go to a 
blood center," said April Fields, SAB president. 

· Fifty-four students and staff donated Feb. 4, with 14 
deferrals, and 42 donated Feb. 5, with four deferrals, for a 
total of 96 pints of blood. 

A person may not donate ifhe or she has taken money 
or drugs in exchange for sex, faken illegal drugs with a 
needle, has a bleeding disorder or received blood in the 
past 12 months. 

A person who has a sexually transmitted disease or 
has been treated for one or has had sex with someone who 
has one may not donate. Also anyone who has been in a 
correctional institution for more than 72 hours within the 
past 12 months, has had a tattoo, body or ear piercing or 
acupuncture is prohibited from donating. 

Donated blood is tested for HIV-1/HIV-2 antibodies, 
hepatitis B surface antigen, hepatitis B core antibodies, 
ALT, HIV-1 antigen, hepatitis C virus antibodies, HTLV-1 
antibodies and syphilis. 

The blood center uses a new bag and a newly steril
ized needle for each donor, said Sangita Bhavsar, a certi
fied medical assistant at the blood center. 

D,onating blood is important because one donation can 
save the lives of three people since the blood is sorted into 
platelets, red blood cells, cryoprecipitate and plasma. 

For inforrnati?n about donating or locations, call the 
Qulf Coast Regional Blood Center at (713) 790-1200. 

By JOSE GALVAN .•.. 
Staff Reporter 
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Sports/Recreation 

At the 3-on-3 Student Basketball Tournament held Jan. 29 in the COM gym, Team Two attempts to block Team 
One's shot. From left, Larry Mccorkle, Jermaine Thomas, Antonio Malone (airborne) Sydney Winn and Ronald 
Grogan. Team Two, the winners will represent COM at the GCIC Sports Day. (Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

3-on-3 basketball hotly combated 
By MARCUS WHARfON 
Staff Reporter 

'Twenty College of the Mainland students participated 
Jan. 29 in the first 3-on-3 Student Basketball Tournament 
of the spring semester. Five teams were involved in the 
tournament, with Team 'Two winning 7-5 in the final of 
five rounds. 

Team 'Two members, Larry Mccorkle, Ronald 
Grogan, Dominique Green and Antonio Malone, won all 
four of their games by a margin of 7 or more points (12-3, 
10-2 and 10-3) until they faced Team Three, Adrian 
Murray, Erick Hunter, Melvin Hudnall and Roy Holmes. 

The game between Team 'Two and Team Three was 
hotly combated, and the most exciting game of the tour
nament. The game was decided by a mere 2 points. Dur
ing this round the intensity of play increased, scoring was 
a feat in itself and more fouls were called than in all other 
previous rounds. 

The tournament consisted of five rounds, with each 
of the five consisting of 10-minute games. Because no 
referees were available, teams were required to call their 
own fouls. During each round, one of the five teams got a 
bye (had to sit out). 

All the teams played with great intensity. These play
ers really knew how to block, to steal, to pass and to shoot. 

Now Team 1\vo will represent COM in the Gulf Coast 
Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day sponsored by 
Houston Community College March 6. 

Team Two will play in match-ups against the follow
ing colleges: Alvin Community, Houston Community, San 
Jacinto, Brazosport, Galveston, Lee, North Harris Mont
gomery Community and Wharton County Junior in the 
GCIC Sports Day. 

COM also will hold more basketball tournaments: 
Feb. 26 at 2 p.m. and March 26 at 2 p.m. The annual Stu
dent vs. Employee Basketball Tournament will be played 
April 4 at 5 p.m. in the gym. 

Students, staff vie weekly in ·volleyball 
By MARCUS WHARTON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland held the first set of the stu
dent and employee volleyball games Tuesday, Feb 6. Ten 
students and one employee participated in this semester's 
first set of volleyball games. 

After the volleyball had been blocked, set and spiked 
a few times, and a couple games had been played, the 
tea~ of Jorge Careaga, Richard Clifford, Anton Mitchell, 

Maryann Urick (employee) and Tiffany Walker trampled 
the other team, 15-9 and 15-7. · 

However, Monica Bernadich, Jody Davis, Jess 
Dempsey, Michael De Valle, Kristy Pavini and Heather 
Pena didn't Jose in vain. With each near miss and bobbled 
set, everyone laughed and had a good time. 

Teams will not keep records; each player in this league 
will keep his or her own. If a player cannot participate 
every wee~, the team doesn't suffer. The team may choose 
another player to fill in. 

At the end of the season,April 10, the individual play
ers with the most wins will receive free T-shirts for being 
the top players of the league'. 

Volleyball games will be played every Thursday at 
4:30 p.m. League play lasts nine weeks, Feb. 6-April 10. 

Three games are played in each set. Unlike other stu
dent/employee sports at COM in which students and em
ployees compete against· e~ch other, both students and 
employees are intermingled on teams. 

Games are played for enjoyment only and, of course, 
that free T-shirt at the end of the season. All students and 
e~ployees_are il}vited to join ancJ epjoy the go9d tim~s. 

Baseball's history 
inspires nostalgia 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

Editor's Note: This is the first part of a three-part series 
on baseball: Part 1 deals with baseball as it was; Part 2 
shows baseball as it is now; Part 3 deals with what the 
author thinks it should be. 
Part 1: Baseball as it was. 

Old Abner Doubleday should have been.smiling from 
his grave. As the founder of modem-day baseball, lo those 
many years ago, he would have been happy with the state 
of his game when I was a boy (lo those many years ago.) 
You see, baseball was a big part of our lives back in the 
'40s. We played it in our gym classes, we played it on the 
school teams, and after school you would find us with 
our tattered gloves and beat-up baseballs.choosing up sides 
ahd getting in a few innings before dark. 

But that wasn't all there was to it. Being native Hous
tonians, we pledged allegiance to our professional ball 
club, the Houston Buffaloes of the class AA Texas League. 
Yes, during the season you would find us yelling and 
screaming high up in tlie stands at the old Buff stadium 
(the home plate is now imbedded in its original location 
in the show room floor of the Finger Furniture Store at 
Interstate 45 and Cullen Boulevard) urging our heroes on 
to victory over the likes of those pesky Beaumont Ex
porters. 

I can still see it in my mind's eye: a stadium filled 
nightly with loyal fans, all well behaved, all having a fine 
night out with the family at the old ball game. I can still 
hear the crack of the bat, the roar of the crowd and then 
the cheers as our fleet-footed center fielder, Hal Epps, 
settled under what looked like a sure triple. We watched 
with utter relief as he pounded his glove, looked up and 
with an· outstretched hand hauled in the rally-ending fly 
-ball. He would_ then trot into the dugout after tipping his 
hat to acknowledge the plaudits of the fans. 

Getting to those games took a little ingenuity because 
there was the old problem of "lacacash." No money! 

Even though this was a chronic problem, we did man
age to solve it in a unique manner. We would raid our 
parents' closets, taking all the unused wire coat hangers 
off to the local dry cleaners where we would. sell them for 
15 cents a hundred. With this new-found wealth, a group 
of us would take a cab to the ballpark, splitting the buck 
cab fare five ways. 

Early in the season we had purchased our Knot Hole 
Gang cards, which was a season pass allowing us young 
fans to get into the game free. While enjoying the game, 
if we had the cash, we could splurge and enjoy a hot dog 
and a drink for the total sum of 35 cents. 

Yes, this was the good life. The Buffs usually fielded 
a good team, and being a St. Louis Cardinal farm team, 
this was the last stop for the top players before being called 
up to the majors. Houston fans w~re a loyal lot, and base
ball in those days was defihitely a source of recreation 
for the entire family. 

Before the season opened, Houston took on a major
league look as visiting teams would come to play pre
season exhibition games. 

Just imagine the excitement when the New York Yan
kees came to town to do battle with our own Buffs. There 
was Joe DiMaggio, in the flesh, living up to his reputa
tion by doing all those things he was so famous for. Be
fore our spellbound eyes, Joe would hit the cover off the 
ball, make spectacular catches and could be seen perform
ing feats on the diamond that made him a legend in our 
time. What more could the game be for us? How could 
our sports life be any better? 

This was baseball at its 1947 best. 
Yes, if old Abner could have seen us here in Houston 

. then, enjoying playing and being spectators at his game, 
he would have been pleased. This is the way baseball was 

.. suppos.ed to b.e, fun for all .. , and it was-:---back.then . . 



Mary Visser, one of the four artists featured in 
the new exhibit at the COM Art Gallery, with 
two of her sculptures. The exhibit, Four Cerami
cists From Austin, runs through Feb. 23. 

(Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

COM Art Gallery show 
features ceramic works 
Continued from Page 1---------

Using slides to illustrate the development of 
her work, Visser explained how she utilizes com
puters in the initial stages before she translates the 
ideas into clay. 

Visser's work often features large, sometimes 
life-size human figures, either as 3-D sculptures or 
as flat pieces to be hung on a wall. To achiev,e accu
rate body positions, Visser videotapes dancers who 
perform her choreographed movements. With the 
computer, she "framegrabs" an image from the 
video which is then reduced to contour lines. This 
image can then be turned around, viewed from all 
sides and even have engineering stresses measured, 
before going into the ceramic stage. 

As Visser explained, this saves a lot of time 
and materials on "dry runs" or ideas which turn out 
to be impossible to produce in clay. Using the com
puter program, she also can try out color and pat
tern in. different combinations before finally glaz
ing. Visser's current work features brightly colored 
and highly patterned surfaces. Once she reaches the 
stage of working with clay, Visser said the piece 
can go in an entirely new direction, directed by the 
form of the clay itself . 

. "Dance expresses complex emotions with a 
simple gesture," Visser explained, as she told of 
childhood ballet lessons which inspired a lifelong 
interest in dance. Two of Visser's three pieces on 
display were inspired by dance. 

Other recurring images in Visser's work include 
fish and houses. The fish forms developed after 
scuba diving in the Caribbean, and the house image 
symbolizes women's traditional roles, an idea which 
Visser challenges in both her work and her life. 

One of Visser's pieces in the exhibition, "The 
Marriage _Act," portrays a couple performing what 
looks like a circus act. One partner is holding the 
other aloft, and Visser said that the imagery comes 
from how one partner in a marriage is often sup-

• porting the other or juggling the other's activities. 
The exhibit runs through Feb. 23, and gallery 

hours are Monday to Wednesday, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
For further information call (409) 938-1211 or 

(281) 280-3991, Ext. 354. 
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Worries presented to president, deans 
Continued from Page 1-----------

Dr. Pope advised that emergencies are handled 
through the campus police station. The police dispatch 
members of the campus emergency response team to as
sist in any way possible until emergency medical services 
personnel arrive. Student Activities Board sp~nsor 
Maryann Urick, a member of the response team, said that 
response team member Nancy Eubanks, who as a nurse 
can offer immediate medical aid, is available by pager. 

Most of the students who attended the forum were 
unaware thaf thi~ team exists prompting President Stanley 
to say that steps for emergency procedures should be bet
ter publicized on campus. 

Contonis also asked the deans whom students should 
contact first with any problems at COM. 

Dr. Pope said, "I'll listen to any problem and then 
direct it to Dean Bass if it's not in my area of expertise." 
He added that generally he takes care of buildings, 
grounds, infrastructure, safety and financial services. 
"Things that are uniquely student problems, I don't deal 
with on a regular basis, food service being the exception." 

Dr. Bass said he "tends to deal with instruction and 
student support services." He added Dr. William T. Spillar, 
COM ombudsman, "does well with many problems." Bar
bara Crews, coordinator of Disabilities Services, helps dis
abled students. Jim Higgins, director of Planning and Pub-

lie Information, or President Stanley handle CO M's pub
lic relations. 

The president said he is not the best person for a stu- · 
den_t to contact first with a problem. "I would be a place 
to go when your contact is not working." 

Contonis, who feels prices in the COM Snack Bar 
are too high, asked if it were possible to -implement a pro
gram that gives students who are on Pell Grants or have 
low incomes a meal card or account to receive food at the 
snack bar free of charge. 

SAB Speakers Chairwoman Sessalie Premo agreed 
that "the prices are astronomical." 

President Stanley advised that-food prices are set by 
Brown Food Services, which holds the contract for the 
snack bar and vending machines. As for meal cards, he 
said he didn't know of monies available for such a pro
gram, but added he wished the college had the finances to 
provide students with transportation, child care and food. 

Contonis also asked if it would be possible for a side
walk to be built to directly connect the TechnicalNoca
tional Building with the Math/Science Building. Another 
student asked about having covered walkways to connect 
the Student Center, Admissions Building and the gym. 
The president and the deans said they would look into the 
possibilities of such constructions. 

The next student concerns forum is April 8. 

Students put ·knowledge to test in Sex Bowl 
By LETICIA MONDRAGON 
Staff Reporter 

Did you knqw that the banana is used to demonstrate 
how to use a condom and that the No. 1 sexually trans
mitted disease in Galveston County is chlamydia? 

These facts and more were discussed at the Sex Bowl 
Tuesday, Feb. 4, during College Hour. The popular quiz 
show was conducfeaoefotea faifly large -runch-tifne 
crowd in the College of the Mainland Student Center. 

Jim Hilton, who has been with the· Galveston County 
ijealth District (Sexually Transmitted Diseases), for 25 
years, was the new l}ost of the Student-Activities-Board
sponsored event:this year. 

"This gives us a chance to see how much the public 

knows about STDs and it also makes learning fun with
out the boring lectures," Hilton said. 

Two four-member panels of students tested their 
knowledge of the facts of life. The winning team, Heather 
Pena, Bobbie Cobb, Erick Hunter and Diana Lopez, won 
T-shirts and $5 gift certificates to the COM Snack Bar. 

Derrick Shinette, Kathy Pollard, Brandie McDonald 
and Danial Martinez were on the losing team; each re

ceivect T-=shfrts as-a consotation prize. -
Coordinators of the Sex Bowl were Maryann Urick, 

SAB sponsor and Recreational Programs coordinator; 
April Fields, SAB president; and Rachel Duck, chair
woman of the Sex Bowl. Other SAB helpers were Sessalie 
Premo, speakers chairwoman; Erika Rice, Student Gov
ernment representative; Paresh Patel and Jose Galvan. 

Spring 1997 InterCOM staff 

Spring 1997 InterCOM staff members gather in the COM gazebo. Staff members first row (from left) are 
Jim Park; Patricia Hill, assistant editor; Rosalind Marshall, photography editor; Maree Doo, managing 
editor; Amy K. Patlach. Second row (from left) are Lorielle Blackwell; Jose Galvan; Julian Riano; Marcus 
Wharton; Leticia Mondragon; Michelle Hill; Bill Glenn and Murray Getz. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

' . . . . . . ~ 
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What's Happening 

Max Prince, played by Theater Associate Director Mark A. Adams (left) talks with new comedy writer Lucas, 
·portrayed by Rick Burford, in a scene from the COM Arena Theatre production of Neil Simon's Broadway hit 
comedy Laughter on the 23rd Floor. The show runs through Feb. 23 at 8 p.m. Thursdays through Saturdays, and 
Sunday matinees at 2:30 p.m. (Photo courtesy of theater department) 

Neil .SiIDon's play rings with Laughter 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

The name of Neil Simon has been bantered about in 
our household in several ways. First there was the Neil 
Simon, computer guru, who was my son's college buddy. 
This Neil Simon was not a playwright. 

The other Neil Simon was my neighbor's boyhood 
friend in New York City. This Neil Simon was a play
wright, the same Neil Simon whose play Laughter on the 
23rd Floor is currently a smash hit at the College of the 
Mainland Arena Theatre. 

Simon, one of our most entertaining and prolific au
thors, has made his way into the hearts of theatergoers 
and movie buffs with such hits as Barefoot in the Park, 
Plaza Suite, The Odd Couple, Brighton Beach Memoirs 
and many others. Suffice it to say, if the work is by Neil 
Simon, you can bet it will be humorous, entertaining and 
well worth watching. 

Such is certainly the case with the Arena Theatre's 
25th anniversary presentation of Laughter 011 the 23rd 
Floor, a tribute to Simon's early days in show business. 
At that time he was part of the team of loonies, such as 
Mel Brooks, Carl Reiner and Woody Allen when they were 
writing comedy for the hit TV blockbuster, Your Show of 
Shows, starring Sid Caesar. 

Laughter gives the audience a fly-on-the-wall view 
of the antics of the team of comedy writers who work on 
the 23rd floor of a building on New York's 57th Street. 
They are charged with creating the comedy material for 
Max Prince, the Sid Caesar character, superbly portrayed 
by Mark A. Adams, COM theater associate director. 

For all those who want laughs galore, there is a never-

Hero assembles shell kits 
Continued from Page 1-------

cal, blitwf overl09k them,'' Buddenhagen said. "The 
Texas City D!ke is fascinating. I belie'le itj~ one of 
the most wonderful creations by m;in for both rec
reational and e4ucationa1 activities)• 

Each ye~r. Buddenhagen along with 100 vol-
unteers, co:r.tstruc.ts 300 new kits. ··•· 

ending avalanche of banter from the "writers." Sight gags 
are numerous, one of which presents comic Max Prince 
sending his pants out to be pressed, leaving him attired in 
multi-colored shorts complete with matching tie. Act 1 
ends in a blackout, amid the falling pages of a script tossed 
in the air by one of the frustrated writers. 

For even more hilarity, Act 2 features a comedy sketch 
in which Adams receives a well-deserved ovation from · 
the audience as he steals the show with a great spoof of 
Julius Caesar's death scene. The opening night playgoers 
gasped as Adams puncuated Caesar's demise with a spec
tacular acrobatic pratfall. 

Special credit goes to Jack: Westin, executive direc
tor of the Arena Theatre, for his outstanding direction of 
Laughter. Westin has said that this show has more laughs 
than any other Simon comedy the Arena Theatre has pre
sented in past decades. 

The first-nighters seemed to be in a constant state of 
amusement as they watched David Geller play the role of 
Val, complete with a Rusian accent. Barry Chambers por
trays a convincing Ira, the SQper hypochondriac comic 
writer whose character is based on Mel Brooks. Equally 
fine performances are turned in by veteran actors Rick 
Burford, Jacki Bynum, Jim Hackett, Richard Kremer and 
Bryan B. Myers. Adding a measure of glamour to the 
Arena stage is comely newcomer, Misty Lea Albrecht, . 
who does a creditable job as Helen, the secretary. 

Adding to the credits are set designer, J. Newton 
White, who created the authentic looking 57th Street of
fice, complete with NBC chairs; Mary Louise Daniels de
signed the costumes. The production stage manager chores 
fell on the capi,tble shoulders of Shirley Bilotta. The set 
was effectively lighted by Wayne Smith; sound was pro
duced by Fred Schoppe, with Tom King taking care of 
the technical direction. 

Music Professor John Wolfskill 's contribution to the 
joviality was his offstage saxophone playing. 

The Neil Simon legend of smash hits continues, and 
the admirable job that the Arena Theatre does with his 
play certainly justifies all the honors that have been be
stowed upon this outstanding playwright. 

Laughter on the 23,:d Floor will continue through Feb. 
23. Performances are Thursday-Saturday 8 p.m. Sunday 
matinees, 2:30 p.m. Ticket information may be obtained 
by calling (409) 938-7073, or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 345. 

People Speak Out 
By LORIELLE BLACKWELL, Reporter 
ROSALIND MARSHALL, Photography Editor 

One of the functions of a newspaper is to be 
the voice of the people. What do the readers of 
InterCOM really want to tell the college adminis
tration? For some students, the Student Concerns 
Forums, as well as Student Government, provide 
the opportunity to air their views. For those who 
don't have the time, or simply don't like all the red 
tape involved, InterCOM offered an outlet for their 
opinions by asking; "If you could change some
thing about COM what would it be and why?" 

Sherrie Keener: 
Classes offered one 
semester should be 
offered all year. It 
creates graduation 
problems having to 
wait for a class. 

Chris Allgood: 
Smoking sections 
should be larger. The 
circle place (gazebo) 
before you get to the 
Tech Building would 
help, so we wouldn't 
have to walk all the 
way over here (LRC). 

April Mickens: 
COM should have an 
ATM machine. Other 
colleges have them, and 
it would be easy to 
install one in either the 
Tech Voe Building or 
the Student Center. 
Also it would be easier 
than having to go to 
Wal-Mart or to my 
bank. 

Peggy Chukel: 
An indoor smoking 
area would be nice. 
Despite our bad habits, 
it would be great to be 
out of the wind and 
rain. 

Gordon Douglas: 
The parking lot ha_s 
potholes and it needs 
to be fixed. When I 
wash my car, and I 
drive through these 
potholes my car is 
dirty all over again. 

Laura Heitmann: 
I think that COM 
needs better advisers. 
I've been here for 2 
and 1/2 years and. there 
is only one adviser that 
I like. Some of the 
other advisers that I've 
had, put me in classes I 
didn't need or that I 
didn't have the 
prerequisite for. 
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COM police imposter strikes; still unidentified 
By MARCUS WHARTON 
Staff Reporter 

On the morning of Feb. 6, a white male allegedly 
posed as a College of the Mainland police officer asking 
for the driver's license and vehicle registration of a stu
dent in a COM parking lot. 

.The suspect, standing about 5 feet 11 inches tall, was 

Ukrainian artworks 
on display at .COM 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland's new art gallery exhibit, 
Artists from Ukraine: Works on Paper, opened March 17 
and runs through April 15. 

The exhibit features the work of 15 Ukrainian artists 
who were previously in a show at the O 'Kane Gallery at 
the University of Houston-Downtown. The curators for 
the show are painter Lydia Bodnar-Balahutrak, a major 
Houston artist, and Sandria Hu from the University of 
Houston•Clear Lake. 

Bodnar-Balahutrak traveled to Kyiv (formerly Kiev) 
at the invitation of the Ukrainian Art Academy to com
pile the works in the exhibit. Hu, because of her expertise 
in printmaking, helped Bodnar-Balahutrak select the prints 
which are displayed. 

The Ukraine has had a long, turbulent history filled 
with oppression. Since the founding of Kyiv in the sev
enth century, the identity of the Ukraine has been threat
ened by invading forces and cultures. Despite the Byzan
tine Empire, the Mongols, the Kozaks (Cossacks) and the 

See Art Page 11 

English professor, Dr. Mark Sanders, reads a poem 
from his book of poetry, Before We Lost Our Ways, Feb. 
25. The PTK-sponsored poetry reading, held during 
College Hour in the Learning Resources Center 
Auditorium, featured Dr. Sanders' autobiographical 
poems. (Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

described as clean shaven with a stocky build wearing a 
blue polo shirt and blue jeans, according to the COM 
police report. 

Around 9 a.m. a 17-year-old female student returned 
to her car in Parking Lot D on the south side of the Tech
nicalNocational Building. She realized immediately that 
her alarm had been disabled and her doors were unlocked. 
When she opened the door, she saw that everything that 

had been in the back seat was now in the front. 
Assuming that her husband had been out to the car, 

she rearranged the things and got inside to leave. When 
she started the car, the suspect walked up and tapped on 
her window. She rolled down the window and the suspect 
asked to see her driver's licence and vehicle registration. 

See Bogus Page 11 

COM student Mark Cox studies Irina Movchan's monotype "Oksana." The piece is part of Artists from Ukraine: 
Works on Paper currently on exhibit at the COM Fine Arts Gallery. The exhibit, which opened March 17, runs 
through April 15 and features the work of 15 Ukrainian artists. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

PTK sponsors Sanders' poetry reading 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

Webster's New World Dictionary defines a poet as 
a person who writes or expresses himself with imagina
tive power and beauty of thought and language. 

College of the Mainland's resident poet, Dr. Mark 
Sanders, reveals the humor, the emotion and the extraor
dinary aspects of ordinary life in his poetry. 

A small crowd braved the cold, rainy February 
weather to hear Dr. Sanders, English professor, read a 
selection of poems from his book, Before We lost Our 
Ways, in the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium Feb. 
25. The poetry reading, sponsored by the Sigma Delta 
Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, was held during College 
Hour. PTK is COM's honor society. 

Most of the poems Dr. Sanders read were autobio
graphical. Some were serious and thought-provoking 
while others were laced with his dry, off-beat humor. 

"I enjoy making fun of myself," Dr. Sanders said. 
"Poetry can be self-effacing." He added that although he 
writes his poetry i_n third person, it is about him. 

PIK President Christian Glazener opened the event 
by explaining that the organization sponsored Dr. Sand
ers' poetry reading to promote its honors topic-The Arts. 
Glazener said that until he took an English course taught 
by Dr. Sanders, he wasn't interested in poetry. He,added, 
"Now, I have a fondness for it." 

Dr. Sanders explained why he was "hobbling around" 
on crutches with the initial poem of the reading, "Outfielder 
at 41." The poem tells how he tore a calf muscle when he 
stepped into a hole while attempting to catch a ball in a 
weekend softball game. This poem, written after that acci
dent and only in its second draft, was the only poem not in 
Before We lost Our Ways. The poet said he usually doesri 't 
let the public see a poem he hasn't worked on for several 
months but made the exception to explain the crutches. 

The second poem he . read, "Before We Lost Our 
Ways," the title poem of his book, is a tale of youth, inno
cence and safe times back when the "world was small as a 
house." 

He followed this poem with "For My Sister, 1961," a 

See Poet Page 11 
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COM junior cosmetology student Rene Bouse applies perm lotion to client Debbie Comeaux during one of the 
sessions when the students work on real-life customers. A variety of hair and beauty treatments are available at the 
COM cosmetology lab at reasonable rates. Appointments are necessary. (Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

Cosmetology offers cutting-edge services 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Photography Editor 

We all like to look our best, and one way to give a 
good impression is to be well-groomed. A professional 
image gives you confidence and shows t-hat you care 
enough to put effort into your appearance. 

Most students have to live on limited budgets, but at 
the College of the Mainland Cosmetology Lab, beauty 
treatments won't break the bank. 

Cosmetology Professor Constance Foster, COM Out
standing Instructor of the Year in 1996, talked about the 
pricing policy in InterCOM last year. Prices cannot be 
advertised because COM, being an educational institu
tion, cannot compete with private cosmetology schools. 

A haircut would be $5, a tint, $15 and permanent 
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waves or relaxers, $20. Other hair treatments, include 
fingerwaves, wraps and weaves. 

For an all-round beauty treatment, you could have a 
facial for $6, or $8 with make-up. The European Facial 
takes an hour and includes a hand, shoulder and arm mas
sage with es~ential oils, a deep cleansing followed by a 
clay face mask, and a hand and foot wax treatment. This 
costs $15. 

If your nails need attention, a manicure is $4 and a 
pedicure, $8. Acrylic nails are now available at $15 for a 
full set, and nail art is $1 per nail, or $2 with rhinestones. 

Hours are 8:45 a.m.-noon Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
and 5:45-8:30 p.m. Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

The Cosmetology Lab is housed in the first unit on 
the right as you enter Appomattox Square from the feeder 
of the Emmett F. Lowry Expressway. It is located across 
from the entrance to the COM main campus on Amburn 
Road. 

Due to the large volume of clients, walk-ins are not 
normally accommodated. It is advisable to make an ap
pointment a few days in advance. To make an appoint
ment, call (409) 938-1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 480. 

Charier Day festivities April 3 
College of the Mainland plans to launch its 30th an

niversary year with a Charter Day Observance Thursday, 
April 3; the theme for the program is, "Celebrating Thirty 
Years ... Leading Education Into the 21st Century." The 
program commences in the Leaming Resources Center 
Auditorium at 12:30 p.m. followed by a reception at 1:30 
in the Administration Building. 

Charter Day marks the day that COM hired its first 
employee, June McConnell, as coordinator of admissions, 
registration and records on April 5, 1967. 

In honor of the occasion, U.S. Rep. Nick Lampson 
of the 9th Congressional District is one of the invited 
guests along with past Board of Trustees members, the 
COM Foundation and members of COM advisory boards. 

President Larry L. Stanley, charter Board of Trustees 
member Paul Teague, and Rep. Lampson will speak dur
ing the program in the auditorium, and both the COM 
Jazz Combo and the COM Singers will perform. 

The reception concludes at 2:30; however, due to an
other commitment Rep: Lampson must leave by 2 p.m. 

All COM students and employees are urged to at
tend, and professo,rs should ex<;use studenJs from classes .. . . ' 

Memorials remind us 
of Texas City Disaster 

On the morning of April 16, 1947, the French 
liberty ship SS Grandcamp w11s being loaded with 
ammonium nitrate at the Port of Texas City. As the cargo 
was put aboard, a fire was discovered in a hold-the 
same hold into which the ammonium nitrate was being 
loaded. The hold was closed but shortly thereafter it 
either was reopened or blown open by the fire which 
was believed to be caused by either the nitrate rapidly 
decomposing or by someone carelessly tossing a lighted 
match or cigarette aside. The result spelled disaster. 

At 9:12 a.m. the Grandcamp exploded, obliterating 
the ship and nearly all of the Texas City industrial 
complex and surrounding areas. Another ship, the SS 
High Flyer, in port for repairs at the time of the explo
sion, caught fire. All efforts to tow the ship before it 
exploded at 1: 10 a.m. on April 17 failed, so Texas City 
was ripped apart by yet another explosion. The final toll 
was an estimated 576 dead and thousands injured. 

Now, 50 years later, Texas City is ready to mark the 
anniversary of the disaster with a Rebirth Celebration 
slated for April 16-18. 

Through reading books and listening to the stories 
of my elders, I learned that this is an event that will not 
and should not be forgotten. The memorials attesting to 
the disaster ensure it will not. 

Behind the Nessler Center a fountain of.a phoenix is 
being built. It is probably the most symbolic of all the 
memorials. The phoenix, a mythical bird, rose from its 
ashes just as Texas City rose from the ashes of the 
disaster, making itself stronger and larger. This newest 
memorial will stand as yet another testimony when it is 
unveiled April 16. And like all the memorials, it will 
remind us never to forget. 

I remember the various times when my out-of-town 
relatives came to visit, my father would take them on his 
own memorial tour around the loop circling Tex~s City. I 
can't remember how old I was, but at the time this 
seemed ridiculous. 

I had seen .the memorials hundreds of times, and 
they had no real significance for me. However, as I got 
older, I began to realize their importance. 

Although the threat of another disaster always 
looms, Texas City is a safer place to live than it was in 
1947. In the aftermath of that disaster, measures were 
taken to prevent another such calamity by banning 
ammonium nitrate from the Port of Texas City. 

If you've driven along Loop 197 you've seen the 
Mikeska-Sandburg Park near the entrance of the port 
where the propeller of the High Flyer stands. At the 
entrance of the Texas City Dike rests the anchor of the 
Grandcamp. These memorials tell us that these were not 
little dinghys that exploded. They were large ships 
loaded with a cargo no one knew was deadly until after 
the fact. The memorials testify not only to the size of the 
ships, but the enormity of the tragedy. 

Further down the loop is the memorial park where 
the remains of 63 unidentified bodies rest in numbered 
graves, watched over by the statue of an angel. A small 
pavilion in the park chronicles the disaster from the fire 
to the explosion to the status of the city today through 
pictures and stories. 

Yet another memorial sits outside the gates of the 
Sterling Chemicals refinery, formerly Monsanto, which 
was destroyed by the explosions. 

These memorials are reminders that extraordinary 
disasters, like the one that happ~ed in Texas City, 
happen to -ordinary people like.us. 



TASP info available -
in counseling center 
By PATRICIA HILL, Assistant Editor 
and LETICIA MONDRAGON, Staff Reporter 

The deadline to take the Texas Academic Skills Pro
gram test is quickly approaching for those students who 
wish to attend College of the Mainland this fall. 

The deadline to apply for the April 19 TASP test has 
passed, but students who need the test to attend summer 
school may late register through April 9 or emergency 
register April 10-16. However, the prices are $49 and $59 
respectively, as opposed to $29 regular registration fee. 

COM is one of the sites for all regularly scheduled 
TASP tests, but emergency TASP tests are given only at 
six sites in Texas. These vary test to test. 

The TASP test is required of all entering college fresh
men or students who have completed nine hours of col
lege transfer credit. 

The deadline to register for the June 21 test is May 
23. Another test is set for July 19; that registration dead
line is June 20. State law requires the TASP test of all 
part- or full-time students who have not earned at least 
three transfer credit hours prior to fall 1989. For other 
exemptions see the TASP Test Registration Bulletin. 

The bulletin is available in the COM Counseling and 
Appraisal Center located on the second floor of the Stu
dent Center. A registration form is included in the bulle
tin along with the address to which the fee and registra
tion form need to be sent. 

Late or emergency registration is available on a space
available basis. These deadlines are in the bulletin. 

Students who do not register by the registration dead
line may register by phone only, by calling (512) 927-
5398 between 8 a.m. and 7 p.m. Monday-Friday, exclud
ing holidays. Once registered, a verification number is 
given to the student, which allows admittance to the test
ing site. Students, however, still must complete a regis
tration form to be mailed with the payment. 

The Computer-Administered TASP Test is offered on 
an emergency basis for $85. Registration for this test is 
by phone only on a first-come, first-served basis. To reg
ister call (512) 927-5100 between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Mon
day-Friday. 

The TASP test consists of three sections: reading, 
mathematics and writing. 

Students whose scores indicate the need for 
remediation must enroll in remedial classes for at least 
one indicated area until all sections of the test are passed. 

According to the COM catalog, TASP is a state-man
dated program to ensure that students enrolled in all Texas 
public colleges and universities possess the academic skills 
necessary to perform effective college courses. 
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No way to get lat~-ni"ght local prescriptions 

I found out the hard way that if you need a 
prescription filled after 10 p.m. in Texas City, 
Galveston and the surrounding areas, you are just out 
of luck. 

The other night my wife called her physician 
about a medical complaint which the doctor was able 
to diagnose over the phone. The· suggested relief was 
a prescription to be filled and taken immediately to 
for-stall further complicati0ns. 

Since it was after 10, our drugstore was closed, 
and I found out, after many phone calls; that all the 
other area drugstores and pharmacies also were 
closed. 

I even called UTMB and the hospital in Texas 
City, but was told the only way I could get the 
medicine was to come to the emergency room for 

examination, treatment and, if needed, a prescription. 
This was an expensive, time consuming and needless 
option. 

I After more phone calls I found that the 
Walgreens on El Camino Real in Clear Lake had a 
24-hour prescription service and that my wife's 
doctor could call in the information. At 11 that night 
we made the 50-mile round trip for the medicine that 
would put my wife back on the road to recovery. 

What bothers me is that iQ the entire area sur
rounding Texas City, there is no late-night way to get a 
prescription filled. 

Therefore, I strongly urge that the area drug
stores have a rotating schedule for one of their stores 
to be on call. Maybe the hospitals could work out a 
plan to make call-in drug filling available to doctors, 
with some sort of authorizing feature to protect the 
hospitals from bogus calls. 

A solution to this serious problem needs to be 
implemented now. The leaders in the field need to 
devise a plan to ensure that we can get the medicine 
we need, when we need it, even if it's past normal 
closing hours. It might even come down to saving a 
life - maybe your life ... think about it. 

Deer defenseless against onslaught of high-tech hunters 

It's not often that something in the newspaper really 
gets to me, but when I opened a local paper a few weeks 
ago and saw a photograph of a triumphant hunter posing 
with the deer he had just shot, I felt sick to my stomach. 

Don't get me wrong. It's not that I'm squeamish 
about beautiful animals being needlessly killed, as 
opposed to pigs or cattle being slaughtered for food, but 
just what are these hunters trying to prove? 

That they are superior in intelligence, resources and 
fire power? Or that they can outwit a simple, trusting, 
wild animal? I hardly think that needs to be proved. 

When was the last time you saw a deer with an 
assault rifle? Also, once the deer have been lured with 
deer corn throughout a season or .two, I don't think it 

takes a great deal of wits to shoot them at the very deer 
stands the hunters provide. What's more, I think it 
morally suspicious to kill something that has grown to 
trust the hand that feeds it. 

If it were a matter of survival, I'd probably be out 
there too, trying to catch my dinner, but it's not. No one 
has to shoot deer to survive. These aren't the pioneer 
days. Many hunters don't even take their kill home for 
food; they just get a picture, hack the antlers off-or the 
whole head-and leave the rest of the body to rot. 

These hunters probably get back into their comfort
able trucks, return to their appliance-laden homes, with 
freezers full of pizza and steak, open a beer and turn on 
the ball game on TV. It's hardly a matter of being forced 
to shoot Bambi's mom in order to keep the family from 
starving, now is it? 

What is it that makes people go out and kill for fun? 
It's a sure-f1re case of testosterone poisoning, all 

this man against beast hooey. Maybe they feel they have 
to prove their manhood by bringing home a trophy to 
show their superiority over animals. Maybe they have to 
be the symbolic caveman, dragging a dead beast home 

to demonstrate their prowess. 
Now that would be something worth putting into the 

paper: a hunter stalking, capturing and bringing home an 
animal without doe-in-heat sprays, deer grunt calls, guns 
or a 4-wheel drive. This would be the real measure of a 
hunter's skill. Bring that deer in with your J:jare hands, 
and I might take a photo myself. 

Of course, I'll still think it's barbaric and prehis
toric, but at Least it would have been a fair fight. 

Maybe if the prey were a rhinoceros or an elephant, 
hunters might think twice about the "sport." 

The possibility of getting impaled or trampled 
might even up the odds. But what's a deer going .to do? 
Just run. That's all it can do. That deer in the photograph 
had no choice whether to be in the "game" or not. 
What's worse, it had nothing to fight back with. No 
guns, no knives, no binoculars, only speed and camou
flage. 

My sympathy is with the deer every time. I can't 
wait for hunters who shoot for sport to wake up and 
realize they are almost in the 21st century, not the 
Neanderthal Era. 
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Meri shown at risk 
for breast cancer 
By JULIAN RIANO 
Staff Reporter 

Hear the words "breast cancer" and people immedi
ately think of women, but believe it or not, men too can 
develop the disease. 

Male breast cancer is rare, making up less than 1 per
cent of all carcinomas. Although men of all ages are can
didates, the average age of diagnosis is from 60-70 years, 
according to the website of the Imperial Cancer Research 
Fund, a registered United Kingdom charity dedicated to 
saving lives through cancer research. 

Because of its rarity, male breast cancer is more dif
ficult to diagnose. Also the disease is hard to study be
cause only 1,000 men per year nationally may be diag
nosed as compared to the tens of thousands of women in 
the United States who are diagnosed annually. From a 
scientific perspective 1,000 cases is not a large enough 
number to get conclusive findings, according to the 
website of Y-Me National Breast Cancer Organization, 
an organization formed in 1978 by two (female) breast 
cancer patients who felt that their need for information 
and support could only come from others who share their 
experience. 

Male breast cancer is similar to the female disease, 
including the stages in which irreversible genetic changes 
occur, treatment and survival rate (approximately 60 per
cent survive for five years or more), according to the Im
perial Cancer Research Fund. 

The impression that the male form of the disease is 
worse is usually due to late diagnosis, which in males 
may come at the last stages, according to the website of 
the National Cancer Institute, a component of the National 
Institute of Health. The institute is one of eight agencies 
composing the Public Health Service in the Department 
of Health and Human Services of the U.S. government. 

According to the Imperial Cancer Research Fund, 
symptoms of male breast cancer are a painless lump, 
nipple indrawing, ulceration, discharge ranging from yel
low to brownish ( occasionally bloody) and enlarged lymph 
glands under the arms. 

Certain risk factors predispose a man to breast can
cer. These include: occupational radiation or electromag
netic field exposure (especially workers at electric or 
nuclear power plants); estrogen ingestion (used for gen
der reassignment therapy; also being studied for its ef
fects during the first stages of Alzheimer's disease). 

Other risks include: diseases associated with 
hyperestrogenism (condition of having too much estro
gen), such as Klinefelters syndrome (congenital disorder 
caused by an extra X-chromosome characterized by small 
testicles and sterility), gynecomastia (excessive develop
ment of breast in males) and scistosomiasis (infestation 
of scistosome parasites common in much of Asia, Africa 
and South America). 

Many men who develop breast cancer also have a 
history of testicular infection, testicular injury or unde
scended testicles, according to the National Cancer Insti
tute. However, the medical community is divided as to 
the connection between the disease and having an inher
ited predisposition. 

Some men may wait up to 18 months to seek treat
ment because of their ignorance of the possibility of de
veloping this form of cancer. Others prolong getting help 
due to the embarrassment of having "feminine problems," 
according to the Imperial Cancer Research Fund. 

Men with breast cancer usually experience conflict
ing emotions, more so than with other cancers. First they 
discover that they have a life-threatening disease, and then 
they might feel they cannot openly discuss breast cancer, 
writes the Y-Me National Breast Cancer Organization. 

Whether you are male or female, if your life has been 
touched by breast cancer and you would like information 
or emotional support call the Y-Me Breast Cancer 24-hour 
Hotline, at (800) 221-2141 or for Spanish (800) 986-9505. 

Aerial photography records a scene of the Texas City Disaster looking much like the results of a World War Il 
bombing raid. Dense smoke from multiple fires billows up from the Port of Texas City and surrounding refin_eries 
as a result of the tragic explosions April 16-17, 1947. Murray Getz, now an InterCOM staff reporter, was a free
lance newspaper photographer at the time and took this photograph a few hours after the disaster on April 17. He 
had secured a ride in one of the rescue planes. (Photo by Murray Getz) 

Texas City site of deadly disaster April 1947 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

In April 19~ 7 Texas City entered the record books as 
the site of the worst industrial disaster in the U.S., possi
bly in the world. Today, despite other major disasters in 
the last 50 years, Texas City continues to hold this record. 

On April 16 of that year the French ship SS 
Grandcamp exploded at 9:12 a.m. Then at 1:10 in the 
early hours of April 17, the American ship SS High Flye, 
exploded. Each had been loaded with ammonium nitrate, 
the same fertilizer that was used April 19, 1995, to de
stroy the Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City. In 
the final tally of the Texas City disaster, 576 people were 
dead or missing and more than 4,000 people were injured. 
Property damage was in excess of $65 million. 

In her book Texas City Remembers, Elizabeth Lee 
Wheaton writes, 1'Wednesday, April 16, 1947, dawned 
clear and cool at Texas City, Texas." Then the disaster 
unfolded as follows. 

When the whistle to commence work blew at 8 a.m., 
longshoremen prepared to load 700 tons of ammonium 
nitrate into the Grandcamp's cargo, which already in

. eluded 2,300 tons of the fertilizer. Also on board were 16 
cases of small arms ammunition; bales of sisal twine and 
cotton; and refrigeration, farm and oil well equipment. 

Shortly after the workers entered the No. 4 hold to 
begin loading 100-pound bags of fertilizer, a thin ribbon 
of smoke was spotted. 

. To this day no one knows what caused the fire. One 
belief is that a crew member or dock worker carelessly 
tossed aside a lighted match or cigarette while waiting in 
the hold for the fertilizer to come on board. Another theory 
is that the weight of the sacks of ammonium nitrate caused 
the compound to decompose and spontaneously combust. 

Workers attempted to put out the fire with buckets of 

water. When that failed they called for a hoseline; how
ever, the ship's first mate forbade its use for fear the wa
ter would damage the cargo. They then replaced the hatch 
covers in an attempt to smother the fire. Whether the hatch 
covers were then removed, blown off or burned away is 
unclear, but smoke began pouring out. 

At 8:33 a.m. on that fateful April 16 a fire alarm 
sounded and the Texas City Volunteer Fire Department 
promptly responded. Crowds of spectators gathered to 
watch the fire. 

By 9 a.m. the steel deck of the Grandcamp was so 
hot that water instantly vaporized. 

At 9:12 a.m., the Grandcamp exploded, followed im
mediately by another explosion. The entire Texas City 
Volunteer Fire Department, as well as many dockworkers, 
spectators and people from surrounding businesses and 
homes were killed as the entire area was bombarded with 
falling shrapnel.. • 

Fiery balls of twine rained all over the area setting 
fires, and a tidal wave more than 15 feet high, lifted a 
150-foot-long barge carrying hydrochloric acid from wa
ter and dropped it }50 feet inlarid. The wave also blan
keted the area with burning oil. Two airplanes flying over 
the site were blown from the air . 

Southwestern Sugar and Molasses Co. and Monsanto 
Chemical Co., as well as other port properties were de
stroyed or severely damaged. 

The SS High Flyer and the SS Wilson B. Keene, two 
ships owned by the Lykes Brothers Steamship Co. also 
were docked at the Port of Texas City. They were tom 
from their moorings and suffered extensive damage. The 
High Flyer, which also carried ammonium nitrate, was 
thrown against the Wilson B. Keene. 

Rescue efforts began immediately. Those individu
als in the area who were not seriously injured began the 

See Disaster Page S 



Disaster remembered 
as TC looks to future 
Continued from Page 4----------
task of locating and freeing the severely injured and dead. 

The local Red Cross was up and running soon after 
the initial blast. Within 30 minutes of the explosion Red 

. Cross workers from Galveston were in Texas City. The 
Salvation Army was on site in 70 minutes. Within 90 min
utes the first relief aircraft arrived in the city. 

Doctors from throughout the area flooded into Texas 
City. The U.S. Army set up a Mobile Army Surgical Hos
pital and field kitchens. Local plants supplied gas masks 
for rescue workers to use. Police from surrounding areas 
arrived to help the Army preserve order. Unsolicited 
money began flooding into the city from as far away as 
Australia and Japan. 

At 6 p.m., April 16, the Coast Guard reported that 
the High Flyer was on fire. By 7:30 p.m. the city was 
ordered to evacuate. Thousands fled. Rescue workers, 
however, continued locating and removing the dead and 
injured. Workers with acetylene cutting equiqment toiled 
to separate the High Flyer from the Wilson B. Keene. Four 
tugs attempted to disengage the ships, but they only suc
ceeded in moving the High Flyer about 50 feet. By 1 a.m. 
balls of fire were shooting from the High Flyer's hold 
and the tugs cast off their lines and moved away. 

The High Flyer was ripped apart by an explosion at 
1:10 a.m. April 17, followed seconds later by another ex
plosion. 

After flying over Texas City, Hal Boyle, an Associ
ated Press reporter, wrote: "In four years of war coverage 
I have seen no concentrated devastation so utter except 
Nagasaki in Japan, victim of the second atom bomb." 

In the face of such death and devastation many towns 
would have folded, but not Texas City. Many of the local 
businesses rebuilt and only a few of the residents moved 
away. In fact, between 1940 and 1950 the city's popula
tion tripled and in 1960 the population was twice what it 
had been in 1950. 

A Reader's Digest poll recently placed Texas City/ 
Galveston 21st in a list of the top 50 places in the United 
States to raise a family. 

To commemorate the 50th anniversary of the explo
sion and the progress the city has made since 1947, Texas 
City is hosting a Rebirth Celebration April 16-18. The 
theme is "Remember the Past and Celebrate the Future." 

Wednesday, April 16, will be devoted to "Remem
berance and Reflection." Events planned for that day in
clude a memorial service at the Texas City High School 
Fbotball Stadium at 9 a.m. and the unveiling of the new 
Phoenix Fountain at the Nessler Center. Survivors will 
retell their stories at "An Evening of Reflection and 
Rememberance," a multimedia presentation at 7 p.m. at 
the TCHS John C. Martin Auditorium. · 

The second day of the celebration, Thursday, April 
17, is set aside for "Thanksgiving," and includes a wreath 
laying at 2:30 p.m. at the First Lady Pavilion on the Texas 
City Dike to honor the firefighters who lost their lives. A 
dinner will also be held at the Nessler Center at 6:30 p.m. 
to thank agencies and individuals who offered assistance 
to the city during the disaster. The guest speaker is Ron 
Stone, former Channel 2 anchor, host of The Eyes of Texas 
and author of a book on the disaster. 

The central theme for Friday, April 18 is "Celebrat
ing the Future." A time capsule dedication will take place 
at Memorial Park at 3 p.m. At 5 p.m. a parade will run 
through the city followed by a "Rebirthday Party" at the 
Rotary Pavilion. 

For information about the parade and other events, 
call the Rebirth Information Line at ( 409) 643-5878. 

College of the Mainland also is getting involved in 
the festivities. The COM Library in the Learning Re
sources Center is displaying a traveling exhibit from the 
Moore Memorial Library in Texas City, "Texas City Re
membering Yesterday, Celebrating Today," tells the story 
of Texas City from the disaster to the present through pho
tographs and a brief history mounted on blue display 
boards. A schedule on the display lists activities com
memorating the explosions and rebirth. 
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Robert Mullen and friend, a macaw parrot from the Amazon Rain Forest, entertain COM environmental geology 
students Feb. 20, the night they discussed pros and cons of using wild animals in shows, Mullen visited the class 
taught by Chuck Buddenhagen, program director for Continuing Education and Community Services. Mullen 
uses the macaw as well as other animals to teach elementary and middle school children about the rain forests and 
environmental problems. The day-long educational programs include a magic show. (Photo by Patric_ia Hill) 

.Daughter helps mom fight breast cancer 

Cancer, or "The big C," as John Wayne called it 
until it took his life, is a malignant growth of new cells 

' that can, if unchecked, spread throughout the body. It is 
a DNA abnormality that causes the cells to reproduce 
themselves at a rapid rate and sometimes these cells 
become abnormal. 

Breast cancer is expected to cause at least 44,300 
deaths in women this year, according to the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. 

When I first found out my mom had breast ca!1cer I 
cried. • 

I was at school and had called her at work. She was 
very upset and crying. She took a deep breath and told 
me that the needle biopsy performed five days earlier 
had come back positive. After the initial shock, we 
proceeded to find out all we could about breast cancer. 
We! had an enormous amount of information to digest. 

The next day we went to see the breast surgeon. At 
his office we learned the specifics about the type of 
cancer she had and the options open to her for treatment. 
My mom had intraductal carcinoma, meaning the cancer 
cells had broken through the milk ducts into the outer 
tissues of her breast. This is a more serious cancer than 
introductal carcinoma or in situ cancer, in which the 
cancer cells are still within the milk ducts. 

Because of the severity of the cancer, her doctor 
wanted to do a modified radical mastectomy as opposed 
to a lumpectomy. In the modified radical mastectomy 
the cancerous breast and the lymph nodes underneath 
the armpit are removed. In a lumpectomy only the 
cancerous tumor is removed, not the breast. 

The next day we ~et with \he reconstructive · 
surgeon. My mom ,had two reconstructive surgery 
options open to her. She could get a saline implant or 
have reconstructive surgery. She chose the latter because 
she did not feel a saline implant was an option due to the 
dangers involved, such as the implant bursting and 
causing other health problems. For this reason I did not 
want her to have the saline implant, but after meeting 
with the! surgeon, I was not sure that I wanted her to 
have the reconstructive surgery either. 

This surgery involves taking a portion of stomach 
fat and moving it to the bre st area. Because it is major 
surgery, this procedure scared me as muth as a saline 
implant. My mom, pleased by the possibility of having 
her uncomfortably large breasts reduced in size, decided 
to proceed with reconsruction saying, "I'm getting a 
tummy tuck and a breast reduction all at once." 

The doctors and nurses were helpful and under
standing. There was a lot of information to remember 
and they helped us keep everything straight. 

The date for my mother's surgery was set two short 
weeks after this intitial consultation. 

The day of the surgery both my brother and I took 
off work and made the hospital our temporary home. 
The rest of my 11,1other's entourage, my dad and two of 
her friends, stayed with us the rest of the day. 

My brother cried and would not leave the doorway 
of the surgery ward after seeing my mother wheeled 
through the doors. I remained calm and did not let 
myself cry. We waited for eight hours. We had been told 
it would take five. Finally, the reconstructive surgeon 
came out to say everything had gone well; however, we 
had to wait another hour until our mother came out of 
recovery before we could see her. 

We all proceeded to her room to wait anxiously 
until they wheeled her back in. 

Then it was my job to call all the relatives and tell 
them everything was OK. 

My mom stayed in the hospital for five days. She 
was sore and uncomfortable with not being able to do 
everything by and for herself. She took a three-month 
leave of absence from work to recover. 

When my mom went for her first follow-up visit, 
her surgeon told her the lymph nodes, which had been 
removed along with her breast, were not cancerous and 
that the cancer had not spread to the rest of her body. 

On April 8 my mom is going back on the surgical 
table to have the rest of the reconstructive surgery done. 
She is looking forward to the surgery because not only 
will she be put back to normal, but she will end up with 
smaller, more comfortable breasts. 

Unfortunately it sometimes takes a life-threatening 
illness for us to realize just how important our parents 
are to us and to find out who our true friends are. 
Sometimes parents are easily forgotten and taken for 
granted by their children. They seem to be remembered 
only when the children need or want something. We 
need to go home and bug our parents because in an 
instant they can be taken away. 
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• 

Geology Club adviser, Dave Hans'mire (far left), 
stands in the COM Library by a display case of 
rocks and minerals assembled by club members. 
With Hansmire are club officers (from left) Gay 
Burkett, club assistant; Margo Bums, publica
tion specialist; Christa Hudgins, treasurer; and 
Charles Leslie, president. 

(Photo by Patricia Hill) 

Geology Club sponsors 
trip to Lake Whitney 
ByMARCEDOO 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Geology Club will 
travel to Lake Whitney State Park in Whitney, 30 
miles north of Waco, for a three-day camping trip 
starting Friday, April 11. A chartered bus and a COM 
vehicle will take the participants to the campsite. 

The club is not just for people interested in 
rocks, but also for those interested in "getting to 
know our enviroment through looking at the past," 
said Margo Burns, the club's publication specialist. 

Charles Leslie, Geology Club president, said, 
"I am extremely pleased with the club." He added 
that the club "promotes a better understanding of 
the physical sciences." 

One goal of the trip, Leslie said is "to share in 
the camaraderie that exposure in the outdoors and 
working toward a common goal" can bring. Leslie 
said another goal is to "instill and improve upon 
the leadership skills of the officers and members." 

The club has rented 10 shelters; however, those 
who choose to may camp outside. As of March 18, 
49 people had signed up to go. 

Once in a Lifetime opens April 10 
Hollywood in 1927, when the movies began talking, 

is the setting of Kaufman and Hart's hit play Once in a 
Lifetime. This delightful classic hits the boards at the Col
lege of the Mainland Arena Theatre April 10-May 4. 

In presenting this comic masterpiece, filled with sat
ire and plot twists, COM Assistant Director Mark A. 
Adams directs his cast of 29 Thespians in the Arena 
Theatre's fifth production of its 25th Anniversary season. 

Lifetime presents an inside view of the hilarious 
hijinks you get when you mix Kaufman and Hart's writ
ing witb the zany antics of their show biz characters. 

All of this sends out strong "don't miss it" signals. 
For dates, times and ticket information call ( 409) 938-
1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 345 

Baseball too costly .for familie·s today 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

Editor's Note: This is the second part of a three-part 
series on baseball. The first part appeared in the 
February issue of lnterCOM and dealt with the author's 
view of the glory days of baseball in the Houston area in 
the 1940s. 

Part II-Baseball: As it is now 
Old Abner Doubleday, often credited as the inventor 

of modern-day baseball, would be spinning in his grave 
if he could view his game as it is today. 

On an obscure field in New Jersey back in 1876, two 
teams got together for what might have been the first pro
fessional game played. From this beginning, baseball has 
deteriorated from the sport I viewed in the 1940s as a fun, 
enjoyable outing at the old Buff Stadium in Houston, to 
the paradoxical operation it has become nowaclays . 

I seriously question what Abner would think of the 
state of the game in which the players go out on strike 
and cause the cancellation of the World Series. Then, if 
that weren't bad enough, he would really have to grit h·is 

teeth if he were to hear about major league teams up and 
leaving the cities they played for, totally disregarding the 
loyal fans who called them their "home team." 

I can just see the old fellow shaking his head in dis
belief were he to get wind of the financial situation that 
baseball has gotten itself into. 

In Abner's day a player was thrilled to death just to 
get the opportunity to sign on, to one of the big league 

. teams. Now, a youngster just out of high school runs to 
his agent and then sits back, while his representative shops 
around for a team that will pay his youthful client that 
million bucks just for signing, even before the rookie sets 
foot in the dugout. 

Let's talk about another side of the financial picture. 
Take a family consisting of a father, a mother an~ 

three youngsters who want to catch a game at the Dome. 
In the old days at Buff Stadium, you could park your car 
for free, pay three bucks for a box seat, buy a hot dog and 
a drink for less than a dollar, and sit back and enjoy the 
game. 

Nowadays that same family has to hock the family 
jewels if they want to see a bunch of local ballplayers go 

See Faithful Page 7 

COM fares well in Sports Day competition 
By MARCUS WHARTON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland came home a Sports Day 
champion. The women's basketball team won first place 
and the softball team took second place. 

The Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day 
was hosted by Houston Community College March 6 at 
the college's Westchester campus. 

"COM did an excellent job," said Maryann Urick, 
coordinator of COM Recreational Programs. Urick coor
dinated the COM teams that participated in the event. 

Members of the women's basketball team, Yolanda 
Raymond, Yolanda Bellard and Katt Houston, won over 
North Harris County in the championship game. Four 
teams participated in the tournament. The other college 
teams were San Jacinto and Brazosport. 

COM's softball team took second place against San 
Jacinto South with a score of 3-1. The softball tourna
ment was single elimi_nation: one loss and the team was 
out. COM's softball team consisted ofTrini Castro, Jason 
Lewis, Christina McClehoun, Dave Smith, Joe Collins, 

Matt Albright, Chris Boug, Lisa Allen and Robert Castro. 
CO M's volleyball team came -in second in the tour

nament pool, but because of HCC's scheduling problems, 
the gym was not available to finish the tournament, thereby 
denying COM's volleyball team an opportunity to come 
home a winner. 

Volleyball team members, Brian Alexander, Anton 
Mitchell, Michael Devall, Jorge Careaga, Sessalie Premo, 
Heather Pena and Monica Bernadich won their first game, 
lost the .next three, won the next three and lost the last 
one. They ended the day with a .500 record, 4-4. Since 
the team finished second in the pool, they would have 
continued on to the final rounds had the gym been avail-
able.. ~ 

Other COM teams participating in Sports Day were 
the men's basketball team: Larry McCorkle, Dominique 
Green, Antonio Malone and Adrian Murray, and in the 
billiards tournament, Richard Copeland and Sarah Sowell. 

In addition to COM, colleges competing in Sports 
Day were Alvin, Lee, Houston Communtiy, North Har
ris, San Jacinto North, San Jacinto South, San Jacinto Cen
tral, Tomball, Kingwood and Brazosport. 

The COM GCIC Sports Day women's basketball team (from left) Katt Houston, Yolanda Bellard and Yolanda 
Raymond pause after their first place win owr North Harris-County College in their championship game March 6. 
Houston Community College hosted the Sports Day at the Westchester campus. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 
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Faithful fans cry foul; 
baseball strikes out 
Continued from Page 6-----------

out and try to avoid their traditional September slump. 
First there is a $4 charge to park the car, the seats 

will run upward of $15 each and then if hunger sets in, 
they better talk to their loan officer at the bank. Yes, a 
family outing at our Astrodome could easily cost that fam
ily more than $150 just to see one major league game. 

Now, if they opt to blow that much money, they could 
very well be treated to the unappetizing spectacle of a 
player spitting in an umpire's face because he objects to a 
call. The family could also witness a player 's bat break
ing as he hits the ball. Thili occurring because the batter 
had illegally inserted cork into his bat in hopes of getting 
more distance on his hits. The family might also catch a 
glimpse of a genuine candidate for the Hall of Fame who 
got himself barred from the sport because he had been 
betting on games. Just read the sports section of your news
papers because every day it seems something happens to 
drop the game a little deeper in doo doo. 

And the beat goes on .... 
Baseball now is sick. And it's going to take a lot to 

woo the fans back into the stands. Attendance has dropped 
dramatically since the players' strike, followed by the 
threatened owners ' lockout, and then the recent umpires' 
strike. Enough already. 

The situation has to improve. The game must be re
evaluated and steps need to be taken to bring it back to 
reality. Back to where the fans will re-accept the game 
and return to the stands. 

I can just see old Abner, his chin down, his misty 
eyes on the ground, as he walks away, slowly shaking his 
head, wondering how his sport ever got itself into such an 
awful mess ... a mess we still call our national pastime. 

Part III in the May issue will explore possible remedies 
and suggestions to improve the overall baseball situa
tion. 

First COM float in TC parade 
College of the Mainland is participating in the Texas 

City Rebirth Celebration parade April 18 at 5 p.m. The 
theme for COM's first-ever float is movies and storybook 
characters. Children from the Child Development Lab will 
ride on the float. Their parents and teachers will accom
pany them. 

The float was a collabortive effort of the COM The
ater, Welding and Futures teams (Child Development Lab). 

Runners of all ages brave the damp weather at the 16th annual Run/Walk For Your Heart at COM on March 1. 
The 136 runners raised funds for the American Heart Association. (Photo courtesy of Jim Cox) 

COM run/walk benefits heart association 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Photography Editor 

Early on the breezy morning of Saturday, March 1, 
crowds of runners gathered at College of the Mainland 
for the 16th annual Run/Walk For Your Heart. 

A total of 136 people turned out for the four different 
events: a 1/4-mile run/walk for children 9 years and 
younger, 1- and 3-mile run/walks and a 6-mile run. 

The event, sponsored by the Columbia Mainland 
Medical Center, COM and Amoco Petroleum Product_s, 
raised funds for the American Heart Association. Optional 
pledges secured by the runn~rs raised $1,608 for the as
sociation. 

· "This year the American Heart Association is fund
ing nearly $600,000- worth of research at UTMB in 
Galveston," said Maryann Urick, COM coordinator of 
Recreational Programs. 

"In Galveston County 816 people died from heart 
disease and strokes in 1994." She added, "We enjoyed 
working with Columbia Mainland Medical Center and 
Amoco Petroleum Products for such a good cause." 

Door prizes were a weekend hotel accommodation; 
gift certificates; dinners for two at local restaurants; COM · 

theater tickets; and movie passes. 
All participants received an American Heart Asso

ciation T-shirt, and additional prizes of koozies, baseball 
caps and special American Heart Association T-shirts were 
given out to runners who obtained pledges. 

Neil Hoover. of Galveston and Lindy .Ross of 
Dickinson were the overall winners in the children's 1/4-
mile race, with finishing times of 1:32 and 1:22, respec
tively. 

Scott Boyd of Dickinson and Alicia Hartley of Spring 
were the overall first place male and female winners of 
the 1-mile race, with finishing times of 5:05 and 7:04. In 
second place were Leno Rios, 5:14; and Alexandria 
Hartley, 7:32, both of Galveston. 

Lonnie Salter and Soo Cho, both of Galveston, were 
the overall first place male and female winners of the 3-
mile race, with finishing times of 16:58 and 22:53. In sec
ond place were Savas Saragoza of Texas City, 21:54; and 
Nickie Pope of Pasadena, 25:15. 

Randy Weber and Jerry Chandler, both of Houston, 
tied for first place male winner of .the 6-mile race, with a 
finishing time of 39: 16. Nancy Thonen of Clear Lake was 
the first place female winner with a ti111e of 41:26. Sec
ond place female was Laura Thorson of Clear Lake, 46:36. 

Rape Aggression Defense classes at COM Ride service offered 
By JULIAN RIANO 
Staff Reporter 

By LORIELLE BIACKWELL 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland Police Officers Arbry 
Clifton and Vernette Jones are planning a rape defense 
class sometime before the end of the spring semester. 

Rape Aggression Defense teaches women how to 
protect themselves against attackers and how to pre
vent sexual assaults. Officers Clifton and Jones are the 
only police officers in Galveston County certified to 
teach RAD, making COM the only institution other 
than Rice University, Houston, to offer the RAD pro
gram in Galveston and Harris counties. 

RAD builds women's confidence and makes them 
say "I will survive," said Officer Jones. "This class 
teaches women to fight back." 

The instituting of the RAD classes had been de
layed at COM because the ~ertified equipment had not 
yet arrived. The equipment, which is now on campus, 
is necessary for the hands-on training in the course. 
COM Police Officers Jeanette Slaughter and Robyn 
Hensley have taken the RAD course and plan to train 

in July to become certified RAD instructors. After they 
are trained, RAD classes at COM will be taught by a 
male/female team. 

Officer Slaughte_r, who has taken several self-de
fense courses, said the RAD course was the best of all 
because RAD uses the actual simulation of an attack. 

"Most women are surprised and afraid to hit," Of
ficer Slaughter said. "RAD isn't guaranteed to stop an 
attack, but it is a tool to help you defend yourself." 

RAD is more effective than some self-defense 
classes, which may have the techniques demonstrated 
by the instructor, but does not involve individual prac
tice, Officer Slaughter explained. In other courses stu
dents watch the instructors demonstrate an attack; 
whereas, in the RAD course students actually experi
ence going through an attack with the instructor. 

The class is offered to women only. RAD teaches 
hand control, striking, kicks and techniques to use 
against multiple attackers. The only expense. for the 
class is a handbook, estimated to cost $15. 

For more information about RAD call ( 409) 938-
1211 or (281) 280-3991', Ext. 403. 

Are transportation troubles bringing you down? Are 
you constantly bumming rides from friends and relatives? 
Help is just a phone call away. 

Connect Transportation is the Gulf Coast Center's . 
public transportation program serving Galveston and 
Brazoria counties. 

"It is open to anyone for any trip purpose, with some 
routes leaving as early as 6:30 in the morning," said Con
nect Director Paulette Shelton. Rides stop at 5 p.m. 

Connect Transportation offers curb-to-curb service . 
and can also accommodate the disabled with wheelchair 
lifts and racks. The company is equipped with a digital 
display system to make appointments over the phone with 
hearing impaired people. 

Appointments must be made 24 hours in advance. 
Connect can l;>e reached at ( 409) 945-0820 or (800) 266-
2320. Monday through Friday from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. The 
trip is $1 per person, each way. 

"We encourage (College of the Mainland) students 
to ride with us," Shelton said. "It's very affordable and 
we'll work with your schedule to get you to your classes 
on time." 
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Standing in the COM SAB Multicultural Lunch Fest serving line March 25 are (from left) Jorge Careaga, student; 
James Shippy, director of Student Services; Vanessa Emmitte, SAB; Mike F. Kelly, student; Evalisa Whistler, 
_student; and Gizelle Hargraves, SAB. (Photo by Rosalind MarshtJII) 

SAB dishes out Multicllltural Lllnch 
By MICHELLE HILL and JULIAN RIANO 
Staff Reporters 

Where could an Irish Mexican sit down to lunch with 
a British German? At the Multicultural Lunch Fest hosted 
by the College _of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
March 25 at 12:30 p.m. in the Student Center Sun Room. 

The event was free to all students, faculty and staff 
but participants were asked to bring a covered dish repre
senting their heritage. The chairman of the event was SAB 
member Keith Vyvial. 

Approximately 30 people representing 16 countries 
attended the event. Foods included cheese enchiladas from 
Mexico, shrimp and okra gumbo from Africa, asparagus 
from biblical times, apple-cheese strudel from Germany
Czecholslovakia, boudin balls from Louisiana (France) 
and sauerkraut with sausage from the Czech Republic. 

SAB Sponsor Maryann Urick invited all participants 
to stand and share their ethnic background. Foreign ex
change student Monica Bernadich from Spain and 
InterCOM Photography Editor Rosalind Marshall from 
England were the only two non-American participants. 

"I'm really glad that some actual foreigners could 
come and talk about their cultures," Vyvial said 

James Shippey, director of Student Services, said of 
his heritage, "I'm an all-around Yankee Doodle, but mainly 
from Africa." He added that the Multicultural Lunch Fest 
is a good idea. "It 's a good chance for folks to get to
gether and have fun; we break bread and relax. Ever~-

thing here was good." 
History Professor Manuel Urbina, originally from 

Mexico, shared an anecdote about the first English words 
he ever said when he was a boy: "Not excused!" 

Students for Christ representative Beth Arney brought 
asparagus, which in biblical times grew wild in lsrnel and 
was a staple in the early Christians' diet. 

COM American history adjunct Deyossie Harris also 
spoke at the event .about the importance of the diversity 
in American society. Harris holds two master's degrees, 
one in multicultural studies, and has also been a great sup
porter of cultural events at COM, Urick said. 

Everyone at the luncheon received a booklet contain
ing information about different cultures. It includes pic
tures of children wearing the native garb of 20 different 
countries. It also includes information such as the custom 
of April Fools' Day which came to America via the En
glish settlers who played tricks on each other, and that the 
potato chip was invented in 1853 by American-Indian Chief 
George Crum. Vyvial compiled the booklet. 

A musical video by David Pomeranz, "It's in Every
one of Us," was played at the close of the luncheon. The 
video, loaned to Vyvial by COM sociology Professor Marty 
Caylor, was a phantasmagoria of images of children from 
different cultures. Although they probably didn 't speak the 
same language, they shared a universal smile. 

SAB member Gizelle Hargraves said she was pleased 
with the turnout and the variety of foods. "As for the food, 
it was all delicious," she added. 

Annual Mexican study tours slated for May 31 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

Bienvenidos a Mexico ... welcome to Mexico. The 
welcome sign is out for all who crave international ad
venture via the.proposed College of the Mainland Mexico 
study tour planned for those interested in participating. 

Participants have comprised a wide variety of ages, 
occupations and interests. After a flight from Houston and 
a short bus ride to the 450-year-old village of San Miguel 
de Allende, group members will begin their adventure. 

The visitors will appreciate the allure of this city built 
on the side of a hill 6,400 feet above sea level, overlook
ing a chain of mountains in the distance. Poets and writ
ers for many years have found this beautiful city, with its 
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cobbled streets, heavy wooden doors, flower gardens and 
tranquil life conducive to study and creative thinking. 

It will be .in this gentle atmosphere that informal 
classes will be held at the Academia Hispano Americana, 
where the students will be given the opportunity to learn 
or improve and practice the Spanish language, as well as 
delve into the history and custom~ of the Mexican people. 

Tour participants have the opportunity to either stay 
with a host Mexican famif y or at a nearby hotel. 

Two trips are planned, one will be a two-week trip 
from May 31-June 14, and 'the other will be a four-week 
stay from May 31-June 28. For further information on 
this opportunity to "Go Mexican," call Chuck 
Buddenhagen, prior to April 1 (409) 938-1211, or (281) 
280-3991, Ext. 517. Adios. 

COM spring festival 
celebrates the Arts 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland's annual art festival and sale 
will be held April 24 from 10 a.m.-8 p.m. In conjunction 
with the festival, the COM Fine Arts Gallery will exhibit 
a colle~tion of work by the art students April 21-May 6. 

The festival and sale takes place in and around the 
Fine Arts Building. 

A number of events are planned for the festival. Be
ginning at 12:30 p.m., Theatrix, the student theater group, 
will present two 10-minute plays and poetry readings. 

The music department will offer a variety of enter
tainment, beginning at 1 :30 p.m. with piano performances, 
followed at 2 by solo performances. The Jazz Combo will 
perform at 3. The COM Singers and the Studio Group 
will sing at 4:30 and 5 p.m., respectively. Guitar music 
will round out the day at 6:30. . 

A reception will be held in the gallery from 6:30-
7 :30. Scholarship awards will be presented by the art de
partment at 7 p.m. that evening. 

The Art Students Exhibition is made up entirely of 
work submitted by students, currently enrolled in COM 
art classes or enrolled last fall. The pieces in the juried 
show will be selected by COM faculty members. 

Because of the limited space in the gallery and the 
large number of art entered in the show, photography and 
drawing Professor Mona Marshall said: "A lot is rejected. 
The more interesting, adventurous work is selected." She 
added, "It's an honor to get in." 

Marshall also said, "It 's exciting to see the high qual
ity of work in the art department here at COM." 

The COM Fine Arts Gallery hours are Monday-Thurs
day, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. It is also open one hour prior to the
ater performances and by request. For information call 
(409) 938-1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 354. 

From Mozart to modern 
COM choruses sing it all 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Staff Reporter 

You may have heard of the COM Singers or the Stu
dio Group and wondered just who they are. 

COM Singers and the Studio Group are College of 
the Mainland's two vocal ensembles. The ensem~les are 
directed by James Heffel, associate professor and direc
tor of Vocal Music Activities. 

COM Singers is a large group who perform a stan
dard repertoire. The ensemble is made up of students of 
all ages, including non-credit students. "No one is ever 
too old to enjoy music," Heffel said. "I'm delighted that a 
lot of the non-credit students can be with us." 

The majority of people involyed in the singing groups 
are music majors; however, some have backgrounds in 
music and are in the class only because they want to sing. 
COM Singers is a non-auditioned class, meaning that any-
one can sign up for it. . 

The Studio Group, a smaller ensemble, is a show 
chorus that sings pop- and jazz-style songs while they 
dance. The Studio Group includes mostly music majors. 
"The Stud.io Group is auditioned because they dance, and 
the movements are easier with a smaller group," Heffel 
explained. 

The Studio Group and the COM Singers both have 
one major performance on campus per semester. This 
semester's concert is set for April 23 in the Fine Arts Re
cital Hall at 7:30 p.m. 

In addition to the on-campus performances, the COM 
Singers have one off-campus performance per semester, 
Heffel said. The Studio Group often also entertains at com
munity events. 
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Helpful, friendly staff 
at COM Bookstore 
By JIM PARK 
Staff Reporter 

Lois Slawson has worked for the College of the Main
land Bookstore 23 years. Sh_e is the team leader now, but 
on March 31 she will retire from COM. 

The college held a retirement party March 5 in honor 
of Slawson and other retirees: Dr. Roy Rhame of the Sci
ence Team; Lochie Fowler, Senior Adult Program; Alene 
Franklin, Health and Physical Education; Donna Hunter, 
Financ\al Services; and Ruby Stevens, Admissions. 

When Slawson talks it becomes evident that she has 
enjoyed the past 23 years. 

"The students are the most important part of the job," 
she said." We try to have the right number of books and 
merchandise on hand at the beginning of each semester. 
If we do this properly, education at COM can flow unin
terrupted. The bottom line: students first." 

Olga Smith, 20-year bookstore employee, said, "Be
cause of working here, I've kept on top of things. I'd like 
to give credit to the students and my fellow employees." 

Judy Hudson, who has been with the bookstore for 
five years, said of Slawson: "Lois is the best boss. She is 
not like a boss but a friend, a personal friend; she's confi
dential and understanding." Hudson added: "I just can't 
give you enough adjectives. I've wprked with her for five 
years and we are going to miss her. This is the most pleas
ant office to work in on campus." 

The newest team member is Jackie Anders, who came 
to work at COM in the Admissions Office August 1994. 
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COM ~ookstore employees (from left) Olga Smith; Jackie Anders; Lois Slawson; Roshawn Boone, student assistant; 
and Judy Hudson, take a moment out of their busy schedules for a picture. Student assistant Curtis Jackson is not 
pictured. Slawson is retiring March 31, after 23 years at the bookstore. (Photo by Maree Doo) 

She transferred to the bookstore at the first of this year. 
"I love working at the bookstore," she said. "It's a 

great place to work. We at the bookstore are like family. 
We are definitely customer friendly and accessible." Of 
her new job she said, "The work load is greater but the 
job is more pleasant and more rewarding." 

The bookstore also employs two student assistants, 
Roshawn Boone and Curtis Jackson. "Roshawn has been 

with us a year and is very knowledgeable about the book
store," Slawson said. "Curtis is new, he's a good worker 
and a great guy, too." Of Smith, Hudson and Anders, 
Slawson said that they "try to meet the students at the 
door and are the best staff on ~ampus." 

During the busiest times in the bookstore, the begin
ning and the end of each semester, five part-time employ
ees come in to help. 

UHCL to award 14 scholarships in essay contest 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Photography Editor 

Scholarships ranging from $250 to $1,000 are offered 
to the winners of an essay competition sponsored by Uni
versity of Houston-Clear Lake, according to a UHCL news 
release. 

Open to College of the Mainland students, the con
test is titled "Celebrating our Elders," and is to honor Af
rican-American or Hispanic elders who have influenced 
the people around them. By sharing their cultural experi
ences, the 14 winners can use their scholarships at any 

Houston-area community college. Deadline for submis-
sion is April 30. . 

The contest is open to all students who currently at
tend a Houston-area community college, and senior high 
school students who plan to attend community college. 

Essays should be two pages, typed and double-spaced. 
They can be in the form of a narrative or formal essay, or 
poetry. Some background on the eider's life and his or 
her values should be included, and the impact of the eider's 
relationship with the writer is the criterion for judging, 
rather than writing style. 

This is the third annual essay contest sponsored by 

The folklore dance troupe, Folkolico Latino, dance the machete dance at COM Cinco de Mayo festival last year. 
A similar group will perform May 1 at CO M's 24th annual Cinco de Mayo Festival. The festival will be held in the 
Student Center from noon-1:30 p.m. 

UHCL, and, according to Dr. Craig Oettinger, the direc
tor and driving force behind the project, the number of 
entries doubled from the first year to the second. "l 'd like 
to see it double again," he said. 

The winning essays will be presented in exhibits at 
UHCL_ in the fall, and the university will be the perma
nent r~spository for these essays. 

"What is so powerful about this exhibit," said Dr. 
Dettinger in the news release, "is the extraordinary 
strength of these elders." 

For more information, contact Dr. Oettinger or Linda 
Bullock at (281) 283-3373. 

Cinco de Mayo Festival 
brings Mexico to COM 

Thursday, May 1, a Cinco de Mayo Festival will be 
held at College of the Mainland for the ~4th consecutive 
year. 

Festivities will be held in the Student Center from 
noon-1:30 p.m. Musical performances will consist of a 
mini-concert by the award-winning Mariachi band, Los 
Gallitos, performing traditional Mexican Mariachi music 
and a folklore dance troupe performing a "Mexican Hat 
Dance." The festival is tree and open to all. 

"The historical significance of Cinco de Mayo," ac
cording to a press release from COM history Professor 
Manuel Urbina, "is that the battle of Cinco de Mayo com
memorates the victory of the Mexican forces, led by Gen
eral Ignacio Zaragoza (born in Goliad) over the French 
forces, led by General Lorencez, in Puebla on May 5, 
1862. Although the final victory of the Mexicans over the 
forces of Archduke Maximilian and Empress Carlota did 
not occur until 1867 under the leadership of President 
Benito Juarez, the initial Mexican victory on May 5, 1862, 
provided the Mexican forces with the inspiration to con
tinue fighting against foreign invaders. 

Today, the Cinco de Mayo Festival is a symbol of the 
celebration of the Mexican-American cultural heritage in 
our midst, as well as a celebration of the human spirit 
seeking to preserve its intrinsic freedom," Professor 
Urbina explained. 
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·Music saved my life 
states COM adjunct 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Staff Reporter 

"I've always loved to sing," said Julia Kay, College 
of the Mainland vocal music adjunct. Kay, who was raised 
in Houston, said that though she has always loved to sing, 

. it took her quite some time to "find" her voice. 
"As a child I loved to imitate other people's voices," 

said Kay, who could make her voice sound like anyone•~ 
she chose. "My favorites were Julie Andrews and Donny 
Osmond." However, this talent became a hindrance later 
when she began to ·study music and\oice. Because she . 
was so fixed on other musicians' styles, she had no idea 
what her own style was, or how to find it. "It's hard to 
discover your style, to find your own voice and figure out 
what you sound like." 

Kay used music as a buoy to hold onto her sanity 
while in high school. Her parents were having ~arital 
troubles and the troubles affected her to the point that she 
really didn't care about anything such as school or life. 
"My parents' divorce really changed my life," Kay said, 
"I developed a darker side." 

Performing in musicals at her school, the High School 
for Performing and Visual Arts, brought her out of the 
darkness and made her love life again. "I think music saved 
my life. In fact, sometimes I feel like if I hadn't had a 
voice, I would have gone beserk." 

After h'igh school Kay studied voice at the Manhat
tan School of Music in New York City, and at the Califor
nia Institute of Arts in Valencia, Calif., where she earned 
a bachelor of fine arts degree. After graduation Kay trav
eled around in the United States and did a few shows, 
such as singing with the New York Amato Opera Com
pany in The Magic Flute, Queen of the Night and Rigoletto. 
Despite that success, however, she considered herself a 
failure. 

"A voice teacher of mine once told me that if you 
hadn't gotten a job by age 25 or at least 30, then you may 
as well give it (opera) up because you've failed," Kay 

COM vocal music adjunct instructor Julia Kay (left) demonstrates the proper voice projection technique to student 
Sharon Williams during Kay's class voice session in the Fine Arts Building. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

explained. This pronouncement brainwashed her for a 
while because she knew the shows and operas in which 
she had performed were not what her teacher would have 
considered a real job, or as being successful. 

"I believe turning 30 was the best thing that could 
have happened to me," she said. "I realized that there is 
no such thing as failing. There is simply yoi,u life's path 
and it takes many turns and side roads. 

"Don't let anyone or anything define you," Kay ad
vised. "Accept your journey and love your life regardless 
of any surprises." 

Kay now keeps busy with musical performances in 
-ehurch, singing at The Great Caruso (an opera-restaurant 
in Houston), freelance work, teaching voice privately and 

teaching a few COM classes. This is Kay's second se
mester here, teaching music appreciation, class voice and 
individual voice. 

Kay is considering a possible career in music therapy. 
"The more I live the more I tend to think I'll end up in 
music therapy where I can help others." The idea of do
ing music therapy came to Kay while doing massage 
therapy. Kay is not a massage therapist, however, she does 
occassionally do massages, and she really enjoys it. 

Kay is planning to get married this year. She met her 
fiance Mark in the musical Avenue X in which they per
formed together at the Theatre Lab in Houston last April. 
At the time of the musical Mark was not her boyfriend; 
however, he played her boyfriend in the show. 

COM music major selected for national jazz ensemble 

Rodney Englebosh 

By JIM PARK 
Staff Reporter 

"I love jazz; it's very 
technical, but then again it's 
very emotional," said 
Rodney Englebosh, a mu
sic major at College of the 
Mainland, where he has 
played piano with the Jazz 
Ensemble for three years. 

Englebosh traveled to 
Chicago in January to per
form with the International 

Association of Jazz Educators Community College All 
Star Jazz Ensemble. 

Englebosh, the only COM student selected for this 
honor, was one of 20 students from nine community col
leges, nationwide. Englebosh, who said "jazz allows me 
to express myself as a musician," was selected through a 
taped audition process that started last September. 

Music selections for the audition included an up
tempo swing etude, a ballad and a Latin-style etude. Also 
included was the Cole Porter song, "Love for Sale," in 
which he had to demonstrate his improvisational skills. 

"There might be one day I'm playing a song," 
Englebosh explained, "I might play the same song differ
ently the next day. It depends on the mood, how I feel, 
who I'm playing with. That's what I love about jazz, it's 
always new; it challenges me." 

, Englebosh, who lov.es.jazz because ,of jts expression 

and spontaneity, plays part time in COM Professor Sparky 
Koerner's band, Sparky's Jazz Express. 

Englebosh also plays with another jazz band, Stolen 
Moments, in Clear Lake, where he fills in for a pianist in 
a piano trio at Perry's Ste~k and Grill House. He also has 
a trio of his own: bass, drums, and his piano. The trio 
plays at weddings. His trio also plays gigs at local lounges. 
Recently, he also joined an R&B (rhythm and blues) band. 

Englebosh, who is 22 years old, has been playing the 
piano for 4 1/2 years. He grew up in a "house full of mu
sic," but didn't take up the piano until he was about 17. 

Next fall he plans to go to the University of North 
Texas in Denton to earn his bachelor's degree in music, 

with an emphasis on arrangement and composition. "I'm 
going to the University of Nor.th Texas," Englebosh said, 
"because jazz is very predominant up there." Whether or 
not he will pursue a master's degree at UNT or Berklee 
College of Music in Boston, depends on funds. 

"Jazz keeps you on edge. You've got to be listening 
to what the other guys are doing," the musician said 

"They have to be listening to what you're doing," 
Englebosh said. "It's kind of a lovemaking thing; it's beau
tiful man. It's awesome, especially if you're playing with 
some cats who dig the music. 

"I feel that I can express myself best with music. It 
just does something to me." 

Lambert nominated Texas City Citizen of Year 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Photography Editor 

College of the Mainland has its very own Unsung 
Hero: veteran employee and teacher Billie Lambert. 

Co-workers and friends nominated Lambert for the 
1996 Mainland Citizen of the Year award, sponsored by 
the Texas City s ·un. Lambert was selected as one of 10 
Unsung Heroes by the Sun's Reader Advisory Board. 

Lambert has been teaching yoga classes at COM for 
27 years and also has wotked as a COM librarian. She 
has both a business and a computer science degree, and 
also is a certified hand and foot therapist. She holds work
shops on stress reduction, massage and nutrition, but it is 
her "good Samaritan" work outside of school for which 

her friends nominated her. 
Known for offering practical help, such as food or 

clothing t~ people in times of hardship, Lambert also of
fers encouragement, support and spiritual strength to those 
in need. Her friends call her an inspiration, an example of 

• how to· share whatever. is available with those less fortu
nate, and "a shining beacon" in forgiveness and caring 
toward others. 

"I feel we should all be doing something to help each 
other," Lambert said. "It doesn't matter what it is. If there's 
a need, that's what we should all be doing." 

In a special section of the Feb. 27 Texas City Sun, 
Lambert wa$ featured along with the nominees, the other 
Unsung Heroes and Meriworth Mabry, who was selected 

·as Citizen of the Year. 



TC Disaster exhibit • 
displayed in library 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Staff Reporter 

In honor of Texas City and in memory of the Texas 
City Disaster, Moore Memorial Library in Texas City cre
ated a traveling exhibit which is on display in the College 
of the Mainland Learning Resources Center Library. 

The eight-part, double-sided, exhibit chronicles the 
history of the Texas City Disaster, Texas City as it is now 
and Texas City in the future. Six identical displays are 
also touring the area. In April all the displays will move 
into various local city buildings. 

Susie Monda, director of Moore Memorial Library, 
created !he exhibit as "a capsule history of the explosion 
and upcoming events," in the rebirth celebration. 

The first section of the exhibit displays the theme, 
"TEXAS CITY: Remembering Yesterday, Celebrating 
Tomorrow 1947-1997." The next sections are The Fi_re, 
The Explosion, The Rescue, The Recovery, Texas City 
Today and Texas City Tomorrow. The last board is a sched
ule of events to take place on April 16-18. 

The display panels are doors bought and painted blue 
by the Texas City Public Works Department and assembled 
by Creative Signs in Texas City. The company worked 
with Monda to create the exhibit. 

InterCOM, March/April 1997, Page 11 

Rodney Conley, former InterCOM managing editor, and Lorielle Blackwell, current InterCOM staff reporter, 
view the Texas City Disaster exhibit in the COM Library. The exhibit, created by Susie Monda, director of the 
Moore Memorial Library in Texas City, chronicles the 1947 disaster in text and pictures. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

Bogus police officer reported on Tiki · New steam table in the 
works for COM cafeteria Continued from Page 1-----------

Assuming the man was a COM police officer she cooper
ated. 

The IlJ.an took off when COM Police Officer Willie 
Huerta, who was making his rounds, approached the car. 

COM Police Officer Arbry Clifton warned that the 
suspect may have done this before and may do it again. 

In fact, he said approximately 48 hours later a male match
ing the same description was involved in a similar inci
dent on Tiki Island. 

According to Huerta, there are no previous accounts 
of this type of occurrence on the COM_cajupus. If caught, 
the suspect could face up to 10 years in jail. No arrests 
have been made so far. 

Poet reveals humor, emotion at reading 
Continued from Page 1----------

sad recounting of his older sister Bobbi's death from con
genital heart disease at the age of 7. He lets the listener 
hear how profoundly the death and funeral of his sister 
affected and confused a 5-year-old boy. 

"The Ball Game, 1975" recalls an incident that oc
curred when he returned home to Ord, Neb., after he had 
gone away to college and let his hair grow long. Not too 
far from his hometown was a small country town, Burwell, 
in which 95 percent of.the population consisted of cow
boys. 

One night at a bar in Burwell, three men offered the 
poet a free haircut. As he stood to leave one of them swung 
and hit him. When Dr. Sanders left, they followed him 
outside. By the time they caught up with him he had al
ready reached his car and retrieved Master Beater, the 
baseball bat his uncle gave him as a child. He was pre
pared to swing, but the men seeing his stance walked away. 

Dr. Sanders prefaced "Passing the Bottle," a "post 
marriage, post divorce poem," with "I have a long history 
of not being successful at things like marriage." It tells 

the tale of the night he found out his old friend was con
sidering marrying Dr. Sanders' ex-wife. His advice to the 
friend: "Don't." 

Another divorce poem was the bittersweet love poem, 
"The Last Night." In it the poet tells of the last night he 
spent with his wife, both knowing the marriage was over 
but still trying one last time to cling to their former dreams 
and all the things they had planned. 

Professor Sanders concluded the poetry reading with 
his protest poem "Vigil at a Missile Silo." The poem fo
cuses on a time when he lived on the missile grounds of 
Missouri. He said he was "living in the center of a cem
etery, all of our cemeteries." 

Dr. Sanders read 14 poems in all. The 13 poems from 
Before We Lost Our Ways were written between 1984 and 
1996. The book is available at the COM Bookstore for $9 
or in the Humanities Office, Suite B, LRC, for $7.50. 

Dr. Sanders advised up-and-coming poets to read po
etry journals and see what editors ·are looking for. Poets 
write a lot but publish little, he said. For every 100 poems 
written two may be published. 

Art depicts Ukraine's centuries-old history 
Continued from Page 1---------
Soviets, Ukrainlan artists have continued to build upon 
their rich cultural heritage. 

According to the exhibit catalog, the Ukrainian 
style is a combination of several elements: Byzantine 
art, especially iconography; indigenous folk craft and 
culture, characterized by vibrant color and patterns; 
baroque, which includes visual exuberance and natu-

ral form; and modernism, which is a pure or abstract 
form that embodies spiritual and socal significance. 

The College of the Mainland Fine Arts Gallery 
hours are Mondays-Thursdays, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. The 
gallery opens one hour prior to theater performances 
and by request during regular hours. 

For information call ( 409) 938-1211 or (281) 280-
3991, Ext. 354. 

By LORIELLE BLACKWELL 
Staff Reporter 

"'Fite- Student Center wtll eceive a much 
needed face lift," said Jeff Brown, Brown Food 
Services, about renovations estimated at $20,000. 

The Snack Bar in the Student Center will soon 
have a hot food section. Additional cold units will 
be bought to provide students with wider selections, 
and the wall separating the Snack Bar from the eat
ing area may be knocked out to enlarge the space. 

Brown said the existing steam tables and other 
equipment had been used for about 15 years. By 
buying a new steam table, the cafeteria will be able 
to provide hot meals rather than.limiting customers 
to hamburgers and sandwiches. 

Bids are currently being taken for the new steam 
table a-nd other possible new equipment. • 

"A fresh appearance makes people want fo pa
tronize," Brown said. "As far as losses, they're my 
losses. I had to eat that $30,000 we lost last year." 

Brown said cafeteria expenses exceed the prof
its, and that campus vending machines help cover 
the cafeteria costs, but if the cafeteria "were not at 
a college, it would have long since shut down." 
Brown hopes the enlarged area and hot line will 
bring more business. The cafeteria is "something I 
have to swallow if I want the vending machine op-
erations." · 

John Littles, cafeteria manager, disagrees. 
"I don't know where he (Brown) is getting these 

figures, but when I look at the supplies and labor 
that the college pays for, I still see a profit at the 
end of the day." He added he has been wanting to 
make prices more affordable. 

Littles added that while the cafeteria does not 
make a high profit "we're .certainly not losing 
$30,000." 

In regard to the $30,000 cafeteria losses, Dr. 
Henry D. Pope, dean of College and Finan~ial Ser
vices, said the cafeteria was losing about $50,000 
before Brown took it over 10 years ago. "He's cer
tainly managing it better than we were. Few people 
realize what it takes to run an operation like the 
cafeteria." 

. ' 
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College's mission: classes to meet student needs 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Staff Reporter 

It is the mission of College of the Mainland to educate 
any individual who enrolls in the college no matter his or 
her level of education. COM fulfills this mission by offer
ing college level, developmental/remedial, GED and con
tinuing education courses to those who need them. 

Placement in college-level or developmental courses 
is determined by appraisal tests and/or SAT or ACT scores 
or the TSWE and Nelson Denny tests. Many students can 
go into college-level courses after testing, but.others need 
developmental courses first. 

Developmental courses allow students to receive the 
extra help they need to strengthen basic sktlls such as read
ing, writing and mathematics. For placement into develop
mental reading and/or writing the Nelson Denny test is used. 

"Nelson Denny is a standardized test used nationwide," 
said Clint Hunter, developmental studies professor special
izing in reading and writing. "It tests vocabulary, reading 
comprehension and reading speed. It's a timed test." 

The math appraisal test COM uses is from the Math 
Association of America. "It's a good test used for place
ment unlike SAT or ACT tests which test achievement," 
said Joanne Kendall, math professor specializing in devel
opmental mathematics. 

COM currently uses two separate tests to evaluate all 
students for developmental work, but a Task Force, orga
nized by Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Stu
dent Development, is looking into the idea of using one 
test to cover all three areas by a single company. 

Developmental reading and writing courses are taught 

like other classes. They have a lecture-based format, but 
they also include a lab. "The combination lecture and Jab 
is a good opportunity for the students to learn in their own 
unique learning way," Hunter said. "The lab is practical. 
It's drill and practice. It gives immediate feedback." 

Developmental math is in either a lecture or lab for
mat. In the lecture class everyone moves at the same speed. 
The Jab is a self-paced course and everyone is enrolled in a 
different level of developmental study. 

Many students enrolled in developmental courses have 
been out in the work force for years, but want to brush up 
on basic skills before entering or re-entering the world of 
college-level course work. 

"Many people dropped out of high school or gradu
ated 13-14 years ago," said Dr. Bass, adding, "some of our 
students are immigrants." 

For those students who need a high school equivalency 
diploma, COM offers GED courses. 

Students who need the skills to be able to enter the jol:i 
market in one to two years may take one-year dipolma plans 
in areas such as diesel technology and graphic arts, which 
also has two-year degree plans. Other two-year degree plans 
at COM are in fields, such as process technology, nursing 
and cosmetology. COM also has a placement office to help 
these graduates find jobs. 

For students already employed, COM offers continu
ing education courses in areas such as secreterial work, 
construction and Emergency Medical Services. 

"If there is a subject someone wants to learn about, we 
will do our best to find someone to teach it," Dean Bass 
said. "We need to know how to make us more successful 
with people and how to meet their needs better." 

COM instructor to perform classical guitar recital April 22 
Mark Moore, College of the Mainland classical guitar 

instructor, will present a guitar recital Tuesday, April 22. 
The free concert, to be held in the Recital Hall of the 

Fine Arts Building, includes selections from Bach, Luis 
Milan, Albeniz, Guiliani and Tarrega. Moore will perform 
during College Hour, 12:30-1 :30 p.m. 

University of Houston • Clear Lake 
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Showcase '97 
Date of Departure: 

Saturday, April 5, 1997 

Time: 

1:00 - 4:00 p.m, 
Point of Departure: 

UHCL Bayou Building 
Schedule of Events: 
Embarkation (check-in) 

Wekome Aboard Dy our C.plaln 

Admission Presentation 

cateer Aanning/Co-Op Presentation 
&Alumni Panel 

financial Aid informalion Session 

$500 Scholarship Drawing 
(mu>t be present to win) 

12:45 p.m. 
1:llllp.lR. 

1:3013:0I p,IR, 

2:1513:llllp.•. 

2:1s,.•. 
3:45p.m. 

Student Service Offices and Student 1:1111 • 4:1111 p.m. 
Organilatlon Representatives Available 

TO RSVP OR FDR Ml/RE l#FORIIAnll#, CAil. /111/ 213-NI. 

lpoclal -•••-• tt you requ,re a special accommodation In order to 
attend this Mnt. please notify the Office ol Enrollment Smices. (281) 283-2520, 
atieaSttwo-1<spriortotheMnl 

Disabled organization 
sponsors clothing drive 

Living up to its "Help us to help others" motto, 
the ·College of the Mainland Organization for Dis
abled Persons Club is sponsoring a clothing drive. 

Club members are collecting new and used 
clothing to be distributed to the Women's Grisis 
Center in Texas City and battered women's shel
ters in Galveston and Harris counties. 

The COM club asks students, faculty and staff 
to bring new or clean, ready-to-wear used clothing 
for the drive which began March 18 and runs 
through May 1. 

Donations may be-dropped off in the Admin
istration Building at the office of Barbara Crews, 
sponsor of the club. Crews is coordinator of 
Women's Programs/Americans with Disabilities 
Act. 

The club or ODPC, which was formed last fall, 
welcomes everyone and stresses that it is for any
one who wishes to participat_e. Many of the mem
bers of the ODPC are not handicapped. 

A banquet is planned for the end of the semes
ter as a reward for club members' hard work on the 
clothing drive. 

The club, 1Deets every other Tuesday during 
College Hour, 12:30-1:20 p.m., in Room A-148 in 
the Administration Building. 

If you are interested in becoming a member or 
an officer of ODPC, call Lorielle Blackwell, club 
president, at (409) 935-7035. Or you may call 
Crews at (409) 938-1211 or (281) 230-3991; Ext. 
470. 

People Speak Out 
By LORIELLE BLACKWELL, Staff Reporter 
PATRICIA HILL, Assistant Editor 

If you've ever dropped a class because of per
sonal conflicts or other reasons, you're not alone. 
According to Ruby Stevens, College of the Main
land student records specialist, 20-30 percent of 
students drop classes. Reasons for students drop
ping a class range from transportation and finan
cial problems to dissatisfaction with the instructor 
or the course. Wanting to discover the reasons why 
students drop classes, InterCOM asked, "Have you 
ever dropped a class, and if so, why?" · 

Diana Lopez: 
I was taking 19 hours 
and there was no way 
that I could take that 
amount of classes and 
work too. 

James Hershey: 
It was too difficult to 
wake up for morning 
classes and attend night 
classes. The only time 
one of my classes was 
offered was at night. 

Nessie Jimenez: 
I had to drop because I 
didn't like the teacher· 
that I had. 

Christina Bell: 
I dropped because I 
was failing. I dipn 't go 
to class. 

Habiba Salahuddin: 
I didn't have enough 
time to go to class and 
do homework also. My 
grades weren't as high · 
as I would have liked 
for them to be. 

Theresa Patin: 
I'm visually impaired 
and it's really hard to 
see in my math class. I 
don't know how a 
totally blind person 
would learn math. 

Chris Selinidis: 
It (the class) was 8 in 
the morning and that 
was just too early for 
me. 

Todd Duncan: 
I dropped because I 
had too high a class 
load of about 18 hours. 



Women say "No!" to battering 
See Page S 

Newspaper production: the whole story 
See Pages 6 & 7 

Baseball Part-ID: the future 
See Pages 8 & 9 
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TIPA Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

Emmeline Dodd, biology professor, in the COM 
grt>enhouse. (Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

Emmeline Dodd 
teacher of year 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Photography Editor 

Professor Emmeline Dodd was voted Outstand
ing Instructor of the Year at the College of the Main
land Employee Recognition Dinner May 2 at the 
South Shore Harbour Resort in League City. The 
award, which has been presented annually since 1982 
and was instituted by Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of 
Instruction and Student Development, is to acknowl
edge exceptional teaching at COM. 

Dr. Bass presented Dodd with a plaque and a 
black ceramic mermaid-shaped vase. The vase has 
been passed on each year to the new outstanding in
structor, along with a special plaque, decorated with 
a picture of a mermaid and the inscription: "I will 
make you curious. I will bring out the best in you. I 
am the siren of knowledge." 

See Fiv 

lnterCOM staffers 
win TIPA awards 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

InterCOM, College of the Mainland's student publi
cation, added six new Texas Intercollegiate Press Associa
tion awards to its collection April 7. 

A number of items from 1996 InterCOMs were en
tered in the contest. Although the paper has won TIPA 
awards in the past, six is the most awards the student news
paper has ever won in a single year. "In the almost 11 years 
that I've been the InterCOM adviser we 've won two to 
three awards a year," Journalism Professor Astrid H. 
Lowery said. "But this is exceptional. With these six 
awards, we now have a total of 23." _ 

Bill Glenn, former photography editor, was awarded 
first place in the Newspaper Sports Feature category for 
the story, "Wheelchair no handicap for student," in the Oc
tober InterCOM. The story was about Kendrick Douglas 
who, despite his wheelchair, plays basketball. 

Photography Editor Rosalind Marshall won a second 

See Staffers Page 12 

COM student victim of recent campus crime wave 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

The College of the Mainland police department re
cently issued a campus crime alert. In the last three months 
several vehicles have been burglarized in various campus 

Charter Day celebrates 
COM's 30th anniversary 
By LORIELLE BLACKWELL 
and MICHELLE HILL, Staff Reporters 

College of the Mainland launched its 30th anniver
sary celebration with a Charter Day Observance in the 
Learning Resources Center Auditorium April 3. 

Charter Day commemorated the day COM hired its 
first employee, June McConnell, as coordinator of admis
sions, registration and records, April 5, 1967. 

VirginiaAidair, COM secretary/buyer in purchasing, 
and COM 30th Anniversary Committee member read a 
plaque honoring McConnell, who was not able to attend. 
Laura Cooper, business education professor, and 30th 
Anniversary Committee member read two proclamations 
declaring April 3 Charter Day. One was by Gov. George 
W. Bush and the other by Texas City Mayor Chuck Doyle. 

The keynote address was given by Paul Teague, a 
member of the chartering Board of Trustees, with addi
tional comments made by special guest l}.S. Rep. Nick 
Lampson of the 9th Congressional District. 

Teague spoke of the goals the chartering board envi
sioned for COM. "It's encouraging to see that the college 
has more than surpassed the dreams that we had for it." 

, ... ,- A. 4 l • 
See Speakers P~lle !1 

parking lots. In April four vehicle burglaries were re
ported. A car had all four hubcaps stolen, but because 
the thief did not enter the vehicle, it was a theft not a 
burglary, said COM Police Officer Arbry Clifton. 

COM student Ljnda Tucker personally found out 
about the burglary increase April 17. After her 11 a.m. 

class she returned to her truck in Parking Lot F behind the 
Math/Science Building, to find that someone had attempted 
to steal her truck. Both doors were damaged, the alarm 
had been disarmed and the steering column was broken. 

See Campus Page 11 

COM Student Government President Don Rittenhouse (right) presents U.S. Rep. Nick Lampson, 9th Congressional 
District, with a COM T-shirt after the Charter Day Observance ceremony in the Learning Resources Center 
Auditor!um. Rep. Lampson was a special speaker at the event held April 3. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 
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COM 30th Anniversary Planning Committee 

The 30th Anniversary Planning Committee poses with U.S. Rep. Nick Lampson, 9th Congressional District 
(far left) at the Charter Day observance reception. Committee members are (from left) Virginia Adair, Beverly 

' -Delaney Mitchell, Dr. Lee A. McGriggs, Laura Cooper, Tillie Henson and Michael Ramirez-Cooper. 
(Photo by Jim Higgins) 

High schooler asks for peers' tolerance 

I am a part-time student at College of the Mainland; 
I am also a senior at Texas City High School. 

I have received lots of rude comments from other 
students who discovered I am both a college and high 
school student. Most of these comments were along the 
lines of"Boy, I ~uess you think you're really smart!" or 
"Why would you want to waste your extra time? 
Wouldn't you rather be partying?" 

The second comment is not as bad as the first, but I 
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still take offense. Also when someone discovers my age, 
usually his attitude changes toward me. I often get the 
feeling that he now thinks of me as a baby. 

To make this worse, a Jot of the offending com
ments come from people who are only one or two years 
older than I. I am 17, and many of them are only 18 or 
19. This small age difference does not give them any 
more right to be here than I have. Next semester there 
will be a whole class of people my age. 

Just because as a high school senior I actually have 
the motivation arid means to go to both high school and 
college doesn't mean that I think I'm "oh, so smart" or 
wasting my time when I could do better things. . 

I know that I am not the only high school student 
currently enrolled at COM. I know more high school 
seniors will be here next year, and I know that there 
have been many high scpool students co-enrolled before 
me, especially in the summer. 

There are many reasons why I'm at COM now; the 
main one is that I want to get a head start on my future. 
This does not take a lot of brains or sacrifices. My high 
school encourages seniors who have enough credits and 
high enough grades to start college in their senior year. 

I believe that attending college classes while I am in 
high school is a good idea, but I feel that the college 
students should be more supportive of high schoolers. 
The main idea of coming here is to get a taste of college 
life, but when other students constantly remind us that 
we don't fit in, that goal is defeated. 

Not all students act like this, however. Some having 
found out that I'm from high school, treat me the same 
as they did before. Others have said how "cool" it is ~hat 
a high school student could manage the combined heavy 
course load, in addition to extra-curricular activities. But 
for every friendly comment I receive, I probably get two 
or three bad ones. This is really discouraging. 

So, if or ,when you have a cl_assmate who happens to 
also be in high school, don't be shocked. We are simply 
attempting to earn credits toward a degree, just like all 
the other students in your classes. We don't want or , 
expect your praise for being here, but please don't 
patronize us either. -

InterCOM reader says 
editorial full of baloney 
Dear Editor, 

Like the author of "Deer defenseless against onslaught 
of high-tech hunters" in the March/April issue of the 
InterCOM, I"also read something that made me sick to my 
stomach about deer hunting, and that was the author's view 
on the subject. I would like to rebut and defend the people 
she thoughtlessly trashed and stereotyped as Neanderthals, 
cavemen, and, of course, the new title of Bambi killer. 

The author stated" ... they just get a picture, hack the 
antlers off-or the whole head~apd leave the rest of the 
the body to rot." What an uneducated, sickening and un
true statement. I have been deer hunting for most of my 
life, and I have never seen nor heard of any such treat
ment. In fact, the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
started a new program called Hunters for the Hungry that 
enables hunters to donate harvested deer to local food pan
tries to be processed and distributed to needy families. 

Deer hunters put millions of dollars in the pockets of 
small towns throughout the state that would more or less 
not exist without their support. Hunters also, through the 
purchase of licenses and permits, fund the· Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department, which works to protect and set 
rules and guidelines for hunters. These rules and guide
lines help the hunters, but benefit the wildlife most of all. 

The highly educated biologists that work for the state 
of Texas have stated numerous times in reports that if the 
deer were not hunted (for usable meat), they would very 
rapidly start dying of overpopulation, starvation and dis
ease. In some instances our government has slaughtered 
large numbers of deer in overpopulated areas. All the meat 
is processed and donated to the needy. Surely, the edu
cated people who have devoted their lives and careers to 
researching and studying these animals are not "killing 
for fun," "proving their manhood," or "suffer from a sure 
fire case of testosterone poisoning," as the author suggests. 

The author also feels that deer are helpless against 
the hunters because they are not armed with assault rifles 
as well. The author states, "It's not that I'm squeamish 
about beautiful animals being needlessly killed, as opposed 
to pigs or cattle being slaughtered for food .... " I'm sure 
the author is not picturing a muscle-bound cow with a camo 
(camouflage) hat and an AK-47 waiting to be killed at the 
fattening yards when she is eating a T-bone steak. 

I also do not see why the author tends to think that all 
deer hunters are "cavemen." Like the author said, it's al
most the-21st century, not the Neanderthal Era, and if the 
author were more in touch with the 20th century she might 
realize that there are hundreds of thousands of women hunt
ers in this country. 

There is one last item I would like to address. The 
author said, "If it were a matter of survival, I'd probably 
be out there too, trying to catch my dinner ... " My response 
is, if it ever came to a matter of survival, the author would 
probably not survive due to her lack of hunting and sur
vival skills. However, she might pull through if she were 
friends with a deer hunter. 

Garrett Elkins, COM student 

Editors' Note: We hope you understand that the editorial 
did not condemn all hunters, only those unsportsmanlike 
individuals who kill for sport without intending to use the 
animal for food. We have documented reports of the dis
covery of headless deer corpses rotting in the East Texas 
woods, so it certainly does happen. 

Of course, we are aware of and applaud the efforts 
of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department in control
ling the deer population and donating unwanted deer meat 
to the needy. 

If our editorial makes even one hunter aware of the 
responsibilities involved in the sport of deer hunting, we 
feel the article was well worth printing. We hope you agree. 

By the way, two of the three editors are vegetarians. 
Another letter in a similar vein from Marvin C. Byrkett 

was submitted to the Editor in response to the editorial, 
but could not be printed due to lack of space. 



Tour Alaska's wilds 
via new IMAX film 
ByMARCEDOO 
Managing Editor 

Come see herds of caribou thundering above you as 
they run across the Alaskan plains, see thousands of salmon 
desperately swimming upstream to spawn, watch two 
brown bears frolicking in a summer meadow. You can see 
all this and more in the new IMAX film Alaska: Spirit of 
the Wild at the Houston Museum of Natural Science. 

The film, which opened April 12 and is narrated by 
Charlton Heston, begins with the story of how ancient 
people are believed to have crossed over a frozen 
landbridge from Siberia into Alaska searching for game. 
The landbridge was formed at the Bering Strait when sea 
levels fell because of rapidly forming glaciers. 

Alaska, produced by Graphic Films Corporation and 
the Houston Museum of Natural Science, shows the con
trast between the nine-month-long harsh Alaskan winter 
and the three-month-long summer of immense abundance. 
During the long winter the ground is covered with piles 
of snow and temperatures hover at 60 to 70 degrees be
low zero. In the vibrant summer, the land flourishes with 
lush vegetation, crystal clear water and abundant life. 

During the winter, the ice in some places is so thick 
that it looks like huge blue blocks. When the ice melts in 
the almost 90 degree weather during the summer, it gives 
birth to many lakes and streams. 

The audience experiences the booming sounds of 
chunks of ice, sometimes the size of skyscrapers, crash
ing into the sea to become icebergs. While you are still 
firmly in your chair, the camera takes you flying over miles 
of snow-covered mountains and valleys so cold and deso
late, they remain untouched by man. 

Brown bears, salmon and polar bears are among the 
most interesting animals in the film. All of these animals 
have specific places in Alaska's food chain. Salmon are 
the prime food source for most of the animals. 

Alaska: Spirit of the Wild is an enjoyable film for all 
ages. For times, prices and directions, call the Houston 
Museum of Natural Science at (713) 639-IMAX ( 4629). 

First- position, please 

lnterCOM staff reporter Julian Riano teaches 6-
year-old Catherine Rogers the first position of 
ballet in front of the COM Fine Arts Building. 
Riano assists Mary Niles Warre~, ballet mistress, 
at her studio, Act I Conservatory of Dance in 
Texas City. Rogers was visiting the campus on a 
field trip with her school in March. 

(Photo by Patricia Hill) 
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Jurors, not excuses, needed for duty 

Patricia 
Hill 

Citizens of the United States of America have many 
inalienable rights accorded to them by the Constitution. 
Among these are freedom of speech, religion and 
assembly. In the United States everyone is also guaran
teed the right to a trial by a jury of his or her peers. 

Jurors are randomly selected from registered voters 
and drivers. They are supposed to be fair and impartial 
and are instructed to return a verdict that is based solely 
on evidence presented during the trial. 

Most people, when faced with the loss of their 
freedom or money, prefer a jury to hear their case rather 
than a judge. In the event I am ever the defendant in a 
civil or criminal trial, I am comforted knowing that six 
or 12 individuals will decide my fate, not just one judge. 

Although I've never been selected for a jury, I have 
on several occasions answered the call to jury duty. 

On one such occasion I was ·employed in a large 
office and when my co-workers found out I had been 
summoned, I began to receive advice on what I could 
say that would guarantee instant disqualification. They 
all involved lies, half truths or omissions. People seemed 
genuinely shocked that I did not plan to use such tactics. 

My supervisor stressed the fact that several dead- . 

lines loomed in the future and this just was not a good 
time to be absent from work. She also mentioned the 
headaches that would be involved rescheduling meet
ings. She would have preferred that I not even answer 
the summons. After all, she said, they never actually 
arrest people for ignoringjury duty; it's just a threat 
employed to get people to show up. 

One woman who was in her 50s even told me that 
she had never registered to vote because she didn't want 
to waste her time getting stuck on a jury. Because of 
people like her, people are now also randomly selected 
from registered drivers, not just registered voters. I 
guess people who are determined to avoid jury duty at 
all costs now have to either drive illegally or not drive at 
all, as well as not vote. 

If the percentage of people who disregard jury duty 
or fraudulently get dismissed continues to rise, a day 
may come when the courts do actively prosecute these 
individuals. Or even worse, jury trials will be done away 
with entirely. More than just a few hours, days or weeks 
are at stake-the entire U.S. justice system is. 

Yes, most everyone wants a jury to hear his or her 
case. However, many people are unwilling to return the 
favor by serving on a jury. Well that's OK. If my life and 
future are at stake, I don't want to place them in the 
hanl'ls of a person who doesn't care or doesn't want to be 
there. Do you? 

But those•people may rethink their position if they 
ever are indicted fqr a crime or sued and enter a court
room that is empty. Empty because all the jurors had 
something better and more important to do that day. 

President Stanley praises staff for awards 
InterCOM staff: 

The hard work of the journalism students has earned 
a very fine recognition. The Texas Intercollegiate Press 
Association, as I understand it, is a tough competition. I 
am very proud of the six winners (Bill Glenn, Rosalind 
Marshall, Rick Gilliam, Maree Doo, Lorielle Black\yell, 
and Brad Stevenson). 

I also recognize the team work of the other students 

in producing a fine newspaper for our campus. Keep up 
the good work! 
Larry L. Stanley 
President of College of the Mainland 

Editor'.5 note: lnterCOM received a similar letter 
praising the lnterCOM staff from Dr. Donald G. Bass, 
dean of Instruction and Student Development. 

Guidelines to use for Letters to the Editor 
lnterCOM welcomes all letters to the Editor. 

Please make Letters brief and to the point. All letters 
should include a name and a daytime telephone number 
for verification. We reserve the right to edit all letters for 

length, grammar, spelling and libelous content. Letters 
will be printed on a space-available basis. We will 
accept and publish anonymous letters providing they 
have a verifiable name and telephone number. 



Page 4, May 1997, InterCOM 

News/Features 

Managing Editor Maree Doo crawls across the table top in the InterCOM newsroom in the Learning Resources 
Center to get a contact sheet to decide which pictures to have printed for the paper. Maree is leaving InterCOM 
after three years of dedicated service to move to Georgia. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

· InterCOM bids fond farewell to editor 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

Whether we like it or not, life is full of constant 
change. And whether the staff of lnterCOM likes it or 
not, the time for Managing Editor Maree Doo to leave 
College of the Mainland has come. 

"The knowledge that I have gained from being on 
the InterCOM staff is infinite," Maree said. 'Tve learned 
responsibility, the importance of accuracy, how to work 
well with a team and how to deal with tight deadlines." 

Maree has been on hand to witness the lnterCOM's 
transition from a paper with each page pasted up by hand 
to one with each page put together on the computer screen. 
In fact Maree gave herself the illustrious title "Layout 
Goddess" on the evening the first complete page was 
printed on Walter Kessler's 14xl 7 inch large format laser 
printer. Kessler, media designer for Media Services, gen
erously allows the InterCOM staff to use this printer. 

Maree graduated from Friendswood High School in 
1993 and began attending COM that fall. She took graphic 
arts and basic courses. 

Since she also enjoyed writing in addition to desktop 
publishing, Maree joined the lnterCOM staff in spring 
1994 and was htred as typesetter. 

Maree took the next semester off and was named as
sistant editor when she returned in spring 1995. When 
Managing Editor Barbara Lewis graduated in May 1996, 
Maree took over as managing editor that fall. 

InterCOM adviser and journalism professor, Astrid 
H. Lowery, said, "During the two years that Maree h~s 
been my journalism student, I've seen her grow and ~a
ture tremendously." 

Maree is a layout whiz, a fast typist, a good writer 
and an even better photographer, but she has a character-

istic that one would not and should not expect to find in a 
newspaper editor. She is possibly one of the w(¥!d 's worst 
spellers, although she insists, "I can spell the big words." 
One misspelling mishap occurred in October 1995, but 
luckily was caught before the paper was printed. In a story 
about a Halloween costume contest, Maree, when writ
ing about a psychotic bunny, typed "phycotic" bunny. 
Every time she thinks she has lived this down, someone 
resurrects the story for new staffers. 

Maree has won two awards in Texas Intercollegiate 
Press Association contests, both for page design. She re
ceived an Honorable Mention last year for editorial page 
design and this year was awarded third place for News
paper News Page Design for the December InterCOM 
front page. 

This is Marce's last semester at COM. She plans to 
move to Cairo, Ga., this summer and live with a cousin. 
She intends to take a year off from school and then attend 
Georgia State University, Atlanta, or Florida State Uni
versity, Tallahassee. 

- While attending classes part-time at COM and put
ting in the long hours required for lnterCOM, Maree also 
worked a full-time job at Houston Camera Repair in Clear 
Lake. "I have to work full-time to support my part-time 
school," she explained. 

Lowery said, "She has shown tremendous leadership 
and has become very responsible, accepting long hours 
as part of the job." I will miss her very much, but, I am 
happy for this new opportunity for her." 

Maree is excited about the future, but also will miss 
the newspaper, especially Lowery. "Astrid has been more 
than just a teacher; she has been a friend and confidante. 

"Although Astrid can be very demanding, I feel that 
it makes .us stronger students and gives us an understand
ing of the rules of journalism and being a reporter." 

Early detection vital 
in breast cancer cure 
ByMARCEDOO 
Managing Editor 

Breast cancer is the most common form of cancer in 
women, according to the National Cancer Institute. It also 
causes the most deaths in women under 50 in the western 
world, said Kathleen Pritchard, head of oncology at 
Toronto-Sunnybrook Regional Cancer Center in Canada. 

Pritchard was quoted in an article in the April 2 Na
tional Cancer Institute Journal, republished on the Internet. 
The article indicated that one in nine women will develop 
breast cancer and some 184,300 women nationwide are 
expected to be diagnosed with breast cancer this year. 

With these statistics glaring women in the face, the 
need to get regular checkups to detect cancer is impera
tive. A diagnosis of cancer is not the catastrophe it once 
was, and more women are cured today then ever before. 

, · However, rather than focusing only on curing cancer some 
-doctors are working on ways to reduce the risk of cancer 
and have discovered ways of possibly preventing it. Di
ets low in fat and high in carbohydrates, for instance, have 
been shown to help reduce the risk of breast cancer. 

Before we understand how to prevent this cancer, 
however, we need to understand the disease and how it 
develops in the breast. 

The female breast is made up of sections called lobes, 
which are divided into smaller sections called lobules, 
the National Cancer Institute explained in "What is Breast 
Cancer" published on the institute's Web page. The lobes 
and lobules are connected by mammarian ducts, where 
breast cancer most commonly begins. · 

. It can also begin in the lobes or lobules, hence the 
name lobular carcinoma. Normai cells reproduce them
selves at a set rate, but due to a defect (the inherited de
fect can be genetic and has been found on chromosome 
17 called BRAC 1), cancerous cells reproduce at a rapid 
rate pushing other cells out of the way, or causing the 
normal cells to also rapidly reproduce. Oftentimes the can
cerous cells group together and form tumors, dense tissue 
made up of more numerous cells than in normal tissues. 
The tumors may be malignant or benign. 

Now that we understand the disease; we need to un
derstand how certain conditions can cause breast cancer, 
what steps need to be taken after the can~er is diagnosed 
and how to reduce the risk of getting the disease. 

Breast cancer can be influenced by various factors 
affecting the female body, such the age a woman begins 
menses, the age she gives birth for the first time, whether 
or not she breast feeds, whether she is obese (a-woman 
with more fat is more likely to develop breast cancer) and 
how physically active she is. This was reported in "Causes 
of Breast Cancer" in the American Cancer Society Jour
nal, reprinted on the Internet. 

The leading cause of breast cancer, according to the 
National Cancer lnstitute•is having the genetic defect gene: 
BRAC 1. The second cause is having dense breasts. Breast 
density is measured by the ampunt of fibrous tissue com
pared to fat in the breast: Dense breasts have more tissue 
than fat. Women with dense breasts are four-to-six times 
more likely to develop malignant lumps in the breast. 

A study completed by Dr. Norman Boyd of the 
Ontario Cancer Institute in Toronto found that a diet low 
in fat and high in carbohydrate intake can reduce the den
sity of fibrous breasts. A woman should eat less meat and 
poultry and more grains, fruits and vegetables.A diet based 
on plants and high in fiber, low in fat and calories, vita
mins and minerals helps decrease the risk of breast can
cer, according to the American Cancer Society. 

The American Cancer Society offers the following 
guidelines to help prevent breast cancer: avoid obesity; 
cut down on fat intake; eat more high fiber foods (includ
ing foods rich in Vitamin A and C); eat foods from the 
mustard plant family, such as cabbagei,, watercress and 
mustard greens; limit consumption of salt-cured and 

. . . . . See Diet Page 5 
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smoked foods ; and keep alcohol consumption moderate. 
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According to the American Institute of Cancer Re
search, phytochemicals (chemicals produced by plants) 
in foods help protect against breast cancer. Foods rich in 
phytochemicals include apples, artichokes, barley, beets, 
beans, broccoli and brussels sprouts. 

"Our data suggests that women who are physically 
active for one to three hours a week could reduce the risk 
of breast cancer by about 30 percent," said Leslie 
Bernstein, a breast cancer expert at University of South
ern California. She was quoted in an article on the Co
lumbia Healthcare Corporation Website, Breast Cancer: 

Women taking stand against battering 

Risk/actors, Prevention and News, by Audry Silver, RN. 
This study was done on premenopa·usal women rather 

than postmenopausal women. It should also have been 
done sm postmenopausal women because they are more 
likely to develop breast cancer, Silver explained. How
ever, the origina.l study did prove that exercise reduces 
the frequency of a women's periods and the less frequent 
the periods, the lower the risk. of breast cancer. 

No matter what a woman tries to do to prevent breast 
cancer, she is still at risk for the disease. Early detection 
of breast cancer can make a cure more likely. Because 
cancerous tumors in the breasts can grow rapidly, frequent 
examinations are crucial to catching cancer at an early 
stage when it can be more easily cured . Regular 
mammograms ensure that breast cancer can be caught 
early enough to allow for a complete cure. · 

"Our most important tools for early detection of breast 
cancer are screening, mammography, and self-examina
tion," explained Dr. John D. Hainsworth an onocologist 
with the Sarah Cannon Cancer Center in Nashville, Tenn. 

Through diet, excercise and early mammograms a 
woman can reduce her risk of breast cancer. If, however, 
a woman is diagnosed with breast cancer, there are a num
ber of steps she can take to combat the disease. 

In recent years much more attention has been focused 
on breast cancer. As a result there is a heightened aware
ness of breast cancer among women. Because of this 
awareness, more and more women are being diagnosed 
early and cured. 

By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

"A spaniel, a woman and a hickory tree, the more ye 
beat them, the better they be." So says an old English 
proverb. 

Throughout history the abuse of women by husbands 
or intimate partners has been allowed, even encouraged. 
Until the very recent past, women in the United States 
were considered the property of men. They still are in 
much of the world. Men were allowed to treat that prop
erty any way they wished. 

In her book, Getting Free, Ginny NiCarthy explains 
how and why the abuse of women became, if not publicly 
accepted, at least quietly tolerated by society. She explains 
how "in British commQil law, husbands were authorized 
to chastise their wives with any 'reasonable instrument."' 
NiCarthy continues, "Later the law was modified so that 
men could beat their wives so long as the weapon was no 
thicker than a man's thuml>-which is ho~ the phrase 'rule 
of thumb' came into use." 

Since U.S. laws are based on British common law, a 
husband's right to discipline his wife was retained in U.S. 
laws. Only since the early '70s have major changes in 
attitude and laws occurred in the United States. 

NiCarthy write&; "We have begun to recognize the 
problem and to talk about it out loud; to understand that 
the victim neither asks for it, nor wants it, nor deserves it; 
to assign responsibility to the person who is violent; to 
support a woman who wants to prosecute and who chooses 
to leave a violent man." 

NiCarthy claims that between 25 and.SO percent of 

COM's first float debuts in TC rebirth parade 

::1 ;") a: J .J() :J 
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Children from the Child Development Lab ride on COM's float in the Texas City Rebirth Celebration 
Parade held April 18. The theme of the float was movie and storybook characters. The float, the first COM 
has ever built was a collaborative effort of the COM Theater, Welding and Futures (Child Development 
Lab) teams. The children's parents and teachers rode on the float with them. (Photo by Murray Getz) 

women will be physically abused by at least one man they 
have an intimate relationship with. 

Ann Jones, in her book Next Time, She 'll be Dead, 
writes: "A few years ago the FBI reported that in tbe 
United States a man beats a woman every 18 seconds. By 
1989 it was 15 seconds, now it is 12 seconds." 

In the May '96 issue of the journal, Social Work, 
Linda Mills reports, "Each year in the U.S. at least 2mil
lion women of all races and classes are battered by a 
spouse or intimate partner." She also gives the shocking 

· statistic that battery by a spouse or lover is the single most 
common reason for women to visit hospital emergency 
rooms. These. exceed visits for childbirth, automobile ac
cidents, muggings and all other medical emergencies. 

Why do men batter or abuse the women they claim 
to love? There isn't a simple answer. NiCarthy lists a num
ber of reasons: stress; society's permission to beat a 
woman; mimicking of violent parents; interpersonal 
struggles; or a way to conquer feelinS1 of anger, vulner
ability, powerlessness and inadequacy. 

Why does a woman stay with ll man who abJ,lses her? 
It is out of fear for her life and her children's lives. When 
a woman is continually abused or lives with the threat of 
abuse, she believes her abuser if he threatens to take her 
life should she leave him. Often that fear comes true; the 
woman leaves and the abuser finds and kills her. 

"Although more than 16-percent of the whole popu
lation never marries, the myth persists that ev'ery woman 
must have a man." NiCarthy writes "Because of this myth 
women may stay in a bad relationship out of fear they 
may not be able to attract or keep another man." 

Another reason for a woman to stay in an abusive 
relationship is fear of poverty. When a woman has never 
worked or only worked minimum wage jobs, the fear of 
having to support herself and her children can be over
whelming. This is true especially if the woman's self-es
teem has been destroyed by being systematically and con
tinually told how worthless she is. 

Even if a woman overcomes these fears and leaves, 
the abuser will attempt to cajole her into staying with 
apologies and promises. 

"She may be faced with the abusive man at his most 
irresistible," NiCarthy explains. " 'I'm on my knees ask
ing forgiveness .. .' If you really loved me, you'd forgive 
and trust me .. .' In a few sentences he can ·trigger the 
woman 's addictive love, her guilt, her concern for him, 
her hopefulness, an idea that it would be wrong to turn 
her back on him just as he's finally really ready to change." 
The woman then stays out of guilt and the hope that this 
time he means it. 

How do we.stop the abuse? 
"For the first time in history, women as a group are 

saying 'NO! ' to battering," NiCarthy writes. Whether it 
is through legal and police procedures, through cou~sel
ing, or through shelters, the first step is letting women 
know they do not have to accept abuse. 

Every year the laws against domestic abuse are get
ting stricter and law enforcement officials, who histori
cally didn't take spousal or domestic abuse seriously, are 
being forced to do so. Better, cheaper and more acces
sible counseling is now being provided for battered 
women. Shelters also are more plentiful now and can of
fer women 24-hour protection and care. 

Women in Galveston County who are the victims of 
abuse can find help at the Women's Crisis Center of 
Galvestoq County. The center operates a 24-hour hotline 
and can offer women safe shelter and counseling. Their 

· · · hotltne,number is-(409) 948-HEI:,P ( 4357). 
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In erCOM Production 

Th Beginning 
As y u hold this newspaper in your hands, you may 

not realiz the weeks of preparation, assembly and pro
duction n cessary to achieve this finished product. The 
student s aff members in the InterCOM newsroom 
would lik to show you the process involved in putting 
together issue of our award-winning College of the 
Mainland student paper. 

Obvi usly the first step is brainstorming to come 
up with st ry ideas. Once stories are completed and the 
inch cou s are known, production week starts. Staff 
members ust put in extra hours to convert all the pre
viously p oduced components into the newspaper dur
ing this i tensive week. This usually includes at least 
one Satur ay and most evenings. The saying goes, many 
hands ma e light work, but sometimes it is left to · a 
faithful t: . 

More is invQ)ved in creating a newspaper than writ
ing storie and taking photos, however. 

Reporte Julian Riano 
inte · ews Michelle 

Baltaza (sitting left), 
while K Uy Giamalva 

waits er turn to be 
inclu ed in Riano's 

sto assignment, 
"Peopl Speak -Out." 

Rosa ind Marshall, 
photo raphy editor, 

takes th ir picture for 
the st ry. Reporters 

begin t e fact-finding 
process ight after the 

budge is completed 
and they have received 

thei story assign
. ments. 

(Photo by 
Patricia Hill) 

The first step in 
producing the 
lnterCOM newspaper 
is the writing of a list, 
or budget of stories, 
which will eventually 
be the contents of the 
next issue. The budget, 
which is written on the 
white wallboard, 
consists of stories, 
photos and What's 

. Happenings (promos 
for future events). 
Reporter Lorielle 
Blackwell finishes the 
What's Happening list 
on the board. 
(Photo by Maree Doo) 

... 

Professor Astrid H. Lowery takes a break from editing to answer Rosalind Marshall's 
question concerning the selection of a photo while Assistant Editor Patricia Hill waits 
for Lowery to finish. When choosing photos from contact sheets, attention must be 
~iven to lighting, subject and print quality. (Photo by Maree Doo) 

lnterCOM staff member Murray Getz checks the first draft of the lnterCOM front page 
for mistakes. The first printed copy of the paper has already been edited several times. 
lnterCOM adviser, Astrid H. Lowery, goes through each story checking for typos, gram
mar, accuracy, spelling and newspaper style. · (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

Photos, Layout 
and Text by 
MarceDoo 

Patricia Hill 
Rosalind Marshall 

Each article is measured and given an inch count. 
The inch count is needed to determine where the story 
can be placed on the page. Photos are also measured 
and cropped (adjusted to the appropriate size) as nec
essary to fit in to the posistion it is given. 

Next comes the stage which some people love, 
some hate, but everyone finds challengin: Headlines. 
A headline needs to summarize the story, entice the 
reader, be a precise length, have a subject and verb 
and be specific. Thirty-odd headlines later, the 
wordsmiths have been separated from the boys. 

Cutlines, also known as captions, are written for 
each photograph The cutline gives the who, what, 
when, where, why_ and how of the photograph and the 
name of the photographer. 

When headlines prove too difficult, staff members 
· take.a break from headline writing to edit "copy," a 

printout of all the stories going into the paper. 

Managing Editor Maree Doo (at computer) answers a question about layout for Patricia Hill and 
Jim Park. Once the stories are finished, th~ headlines and photo captions written, photos sized 
and dummied (planned out on a type of blue print), the typesetter takes all these elements and 

, buil~s t~ n4!wspaper pages. . (Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

To design the layout of each page, a "dummy" .or mock-up 
is drawn. Reporters Jim Park (left) and Murray Getz work 
together to place stories, photos and headlines on Pages 8 
and 9. (Photo by Maree Doo) 

Maree Doo (front 
right), Astrid Lowery 
(center) and Marcus 
Wharton lay printed 

pages onto layout Oats 
(large sheets with a 

blueprint type grid). 
The flats are taped 

onto light tables which 
illuminate the guide

lines to ensure that 
copy is aligned 

correctly. The com
puter pages are coated 
with a sticky wax and 

placed onto the Oats in 
their final positions. 

(Photo by 
Patricia Hill) 

• 

-., 

Jose Galvan (left), Maree Doo (center) and Michelle Hill deliver the 
freshly printed InterCOMs to various sites throughout the campus. The 
last step of production is distributing the newspapers. 

(Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

Dr. Janith Stephenson (left) stops by the journalism class
ri,om to compliment staff members and adviser Astrid H. 
Lowery on the March/ April issue. Staff members are pleased 
when all their hard work and long hours are recognized by 
readers. (Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

The End 
After a week of production and a month of planning, the 

paper is ready to be put to bed. The flats, photographs and any 
advertisements are put into a large box and taken to the printer. 
Overnight, weeks of hard work and frayed nerves are transformed 
into the InterCOM. · 

The student newspaper is always looking for fresh faces and 
ideas. Anyone with a flair for writing or just an interest in writ
ing can sign up for journalism and join the lnterCOM team. 

COMM 1307 will meet Mondays-Fridays from 9 a.m.- noon 
in summer session I, which begins June 2. The beginning class 
is pooled with the advanced classes, but ·only in the summer. 

In the fall COMM 1307 meets Mondays and Wednesdays 
9:30 a.m.-12:20 p.m. All classes, to include summer classes, must 
be accompanied with the lab, COMM 1129. 

Experienced writers may, with the professor's approval, en
roll in COMM 2305, Copy Editing and Production, which meets 
Mondays and Wednesdays from 11 a.m.-1:50 p.m. in the fall. 

No journalism experience is necessary for COMM 1307 and 
enrollment guarantees-a place oncthe lnterCOM staff. 
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Sports/ Arts 

COM's first flag football tournament 

The winning team of COM's first flag football tournament held April 8 is pictured above in action. The 
tournament was held on the COM football field behind the Technical/Vocational Building. Below are the 
proud members of the winning team (back, from left) Jason Gravitt, Larry McCorkle, Robbie DeSanto,Jesse 
Steelbach and (front) Jason Clark. (Photos by Maryann Urick) 

Lecturer speaks frankly about AIDS 
By JULIAN RIANO 
Staff Reporter 

"I'm eventually going to die from this disease," said 
Darlene Bouse, who has AIDS. 

Bouse was guest speaker at the Reality of Sex pre
sentation on AIDS held at College of the Mainland in the 
Learning Resources Center Auditorium April 1. The COM 
Student Activities Board sponsored the event. 

A frequent speaker, Bouse, who belongs to the Coast
line Organization of People with AIDS/HIV, talks frankly 
about her experience with this deadly disease. "I don't care 
where the disease came from," Bouse said of the origin 
of AIDS, "I just want to help people." 

The speaker was an employee at University of Texas 
Medical Branch at Galveston until doctors advised her to 
radically change her lifestyle. Her doctors told her to eat 
right, exercise, get enough sleep and avoid stress to pre
serve her immune system. 

Bouse was infected with the HIV virus when she was 
41 after having unprotected sex once with her boyfriend. 
"It only takes one time," she warned the audience. Her 
meaning was clear: Don't have unprotected sex. 

She now has full-blown AIDS. "I made a mistake 
and now I have to face the consequences," Bouse said. 
"It's not God's punishment, because newborn babies are 

I • ••I I 11 J ' , l 1.1- '1l f t IJ ,• 

infected every day.-" • • · • • • · • • ., · • • , · • · 

When she was diagnosed seven years ago, doctors 
said she would be dead in two years. But with today's 
modem medicines and treatments, people are living many 
years longer. However, Bouse has only been taking AIDS 
medications for the last year. She explained that AIDS 
affects people differently and one person may die within 
a year while another may stay healthy for 10 years or more. 

"The gay community has gotten their act together. 
It's the straight people that still haven't buckled down," 
Bouse said,.adding that AIDS is spreading rapidly among 
African-Americans, Hispanics and people ages 13-21 .. 

Of all the reported HIV and AIDS cases in Texas, 40 
percent are in Galveston, Brazoria and Harris counties. 
"What's scarier is.that many people don't get checked for 
STDs (sexually transmitted diseases) because they don't 
think that they can catch the disease or would rather not 
know (if they have it)," Bouse said. She added that people 
who knowingly have sex even though they have AIDS or 
the HIV virus, can be tried for first degree murder. 

Bouse wrapped up the presentation with a discussion 
on condoms. Men should use only latex condoms. 
Spermicide does add protectioo, she said, and if a person 
uses a lubricant, it should not be an oil-based one. Oil 
will cause the latex to break down. Also, it's not safe to 
carry condoms around in one's pocket or wallet as body 
heat max cause them to break down. She emphasized a 
-person also should always check the expiration' date.' · · · 

Baseball aims for 
more fan support 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

Editor '.s note: This is the third part of a three-part series 
dealing with baseball, our national pastime. Part I (Feb
ruary issue) described the entertaining aspect of the game 
during the '40s and '50s. Part II (March/April issue) de
scribed the depths major league baseball has descended 
to, and Part /II deals with the author's view of wh,at might 
be done to save the game and bring the fans bacli to the 
ballparks. 

Old Abner Doubleday, often credited with being the 
father of modem-day baseball, might well be looking 
down from that great diamond in the sky and wonder what 
the future of his game holds for the fans of today. 

The current era of labor disputes, wallet-wrenching 
players' salaries anQ expenses for the owners, unruly play
ers, teams that abandon their home fields and goodness 
knows what else, dictates that something must be done to 
save the game. 

A place to start, it seems to me, would be to replace 
baseball's acting Commissioner Bud Selig with a strong 
visionary who could relate to the needs of the fans, the 
owners and the players. This person should be able to 
seek out and digest these needs, and dispense the neces
sary rulings and innovations that are in the best interest 
of the overall game. 

By means of a recent decision, the owners and the 
commissioner are seeking to improve the game this sea
son by introducing inter-league play. Though this might 
be considered a start, a reporter wrote in a recent Associ
ated Press article datelined _New York City, that only 54 
percent of the fans questioned said it was a change for the 
better. Clearly, better suggestions are needed. 

Kevin Lueb, a sports writer for the Galveston County 
Daily News, mentioned in a recent article that the fans 
want to see more home runs; therefore, he suggested that 
the ballpark fences be moved in. This should bring in the 
fans because with.a smaller park, more home runs would 
be hit. There is, however, the danger that the opposing 
teams could take advantage of this situation. Our loyal 
hometown fans could profit from extra home runs by vir
tue of the moved-in fences, but they could also be victim
ized as a result. 

The hard, bottom-line fact is that the fans need to be 
enticed back to the stands in a positive manner. I see the 
need for not .only strong, positive st~tements from the own
ers but also actions that would benefit the fans. The ex
cessive $4 parking charge at our Dome turns the fans off 
even before they take their seats. I call for management 
to make a big showing of their concern for the fans by 
reducing this to a more livable amount. 

Now for the biggie: The players have a big task in 
atoning for all the sins of their actions in the past. They 
must realize that their astronomic?! salaries need to be 
both analyzed and completely justified. Houston Chronicle 
writer Alan Truex points out in a recent article that the 
average salary for major league players jumped 17 per
cent from last year. The average salary for a major leaguer 
now is $1.37 million, and this doesn;t sit too well with 
middle-class America. 

I propose the following: each major league player in 
every position would be given a base salary. This would 
be decided by a committee of the players. Let's say that 
they decided that the positi9n of pitcher is vital to the 
game. His efforts should be rewarded above his base sal
ary for every game he wins. That's why he was hired in 
the first place. Maybe he should receive a bonus of as 
much as $10,000 for each winning game he pitches. You 
bet he would do his very best to stay in condition and 
hone his skills so he could add to his base salary. If he 
walks a man, throws a wild pitch, hits a batter or commits 

. .. ' ·· See Improve Page 9 



Improve baseball's act 
' ... and they will come' 
Continued from Page 8----------

an error, there would be a deduction of perhaps $500 or 
so for each of these lapses of concentration. 

Every position would have built-in opportunities to 
add to that player's base salary. 

Don't think a batter wouldn't break his neck trying 
to reach first base knowing that each hit would bring extra 
take-home pay. If he brings in a runner to score, sacri
fices a runner, hits a home run, turns a single into a double, 
or steals a base, he will also add to his paycheck. In short, 
anything positive a player does for his team will result in 
more take-home pay. This means fans will be seeing · a 
better brand of baseball, and that in itself should make 
the already high price of admission more acceptable. 

The total effect of such ~ plan should result in more 
hustle, more dedication and a strong interest on the part 
of each player to do the best job possible on the field. No 
more giving up on making a play, mental lapses that lose 
games and sloppy work that turns off fans who see wasted 
dollars going to players wjio should be doing a -better job. 

Legendary shortstop Ozzie Smith, a long-time St. 
Louis Cardinal, said on a recent broadcast, "A player's 
responsibility is to make sure he's giving his best effort 
every day." By having their pocketbooks put on the line, 
I believe players would respond to this pay system, and 
the owners would benefit by fielding a more marketable 
product, thereby bringing more fans to watch the games. 

We all know that a lot of work has to go into restor
ing the game to its rightful place in our entertainment spec
trum. I firmly believe the owners, the players, the com
missioner and the fans must make the collective effort to 
view all the existing problems and unselfishly make the 
needed adjustments to bring our game back in line. 

After all, we owe this to ourselves and to our chil
dren ... and mi.tybe just a little bit to old Abner D. 
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COM choral director and music professor,James Heffel (center), joins several of his Studio Group singers in a 
rendition of "Here's That Rainy Day" by K.K. Elderbush. Jenna Contenta (front left), Jason Gravitt, Heffel, 
Relana Gerami and Miriam Harolds sing to a packed Recital Hall. In back other Studio members listen. They are 
(from left) Elaine Barclay, Marc Bowers, Mark Cox, Rick Muirhead and Hamilton Boyd. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

COM ensembles present Spring Concert 
By MARCE ·ooo 
Managing Editor 

The COM Singers and the Studio Group presented 
their Spring Concert to a packed College of the Mainland 
Recital Hall April 23. 

The COM Singers opened with an Italian piece, "Ill 
bell'umore," that means "I want to be happy." James 
Heffel directed the group through a variety of songs, three 
a capella numbers, and three accompanied by M.J. 
Milford on the piano. 

The second half of the concert featured the 
Studio Group, which opened with "I Hear Mu-

companied them on piano. 
In a rare performance, Heffel joined several Studio 

Group members in a rendition of"Here's That Rainy Day." 
The group ended the concert ith an enthusiastic arrange
ment of"RockAround the Fifties," a medley of '50s tunes. 

Heffel was pleased with both gro~ps' concert perfor
mances as well as the work they have done in the class
room. "Continually· both of these groups are getting bet
ter and better," he said. The longer they perform together 
the more they understand the need for excellence. 

Work on More than your Tan This Summer ..• 
Take a class in the 

sic." They accompanied their modem numbers 
with choreographed moves. Studio Group 
member Jason Jonte played drums for the group 
on some numbers while Jovan Hernandez ac-

School of Business and Public Administration 
. 

. 

.. 

COM guitar virtuoso thrills audience . 

By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Photography Editor 

Strains of Bach drifted through the Fine Arts 
Building April 22 as Mark Moore made his guitar 

Mark Moore, COM guitar instructor, entertains 
the audience during his solo classical recital in the 
Fine Arts Building April 22. 

' .... (Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

gently weep, sing and rejoice through a classical 
guitar recital. Moore, College of the Mainland clas
sical guitar instructor, performed during College 

.. Hour to an enthusiastic and appreciative audience. 
After a brief welcome to the audience, Moore 

began the recital with a piece written by Luis Milan 
in the early 1500s and progressed to an accom
plished rendition of a suite by Johann Sebastian 
Bach, originally written for the cello. 

To give a time frame for the next selection, 
Moore told the audience that the composer, Mauro 
Giuliani, was a contemporary of Shakespeare. In 
this playful and lighthearted sonata, which de
manded plenty of fancy fingerwork on the fretboard, 
the medieval rhythms created a romantic atmo
sphere in the Fine. Arts Recital Hall. 

In introducing the next pieces, by Francisc0 
Tarrega, Moore said, "Tarrega, a Spanish composer, 
wrote a lot of gems for the guitar, and these are three 
of my favorites." The last of the pieces, "Recuerdos 
de la Alhambra," featured a technique called 
tremelo; the guitarist's answer to sustaining a note. 
This poignant and moody effect lvas used to simu
late sounds of the water fountains in the Alhambra, 
a Moorish palace in Granada, Spain . . 

The last two pieces were composed by Isaac 
Albeniz, who lived in Spain around the same time 
as Tarrega, Moore explained, about 100 years ago. 

Because of his other performing and teaching 
commitments, this will be Moore's last semester 
teaching at COM. , , 

The Summer Session begins June 2. 
Choose from these courses and many others: 

Required Courses for Undergraduate Business Programs 
• Management Theory & Practice 

• Information Systems for Management 
• Principles of Marketing • Business Finance 

• Money & Banking • Managerial Accounting • Statistics 

General Interest and Electives 
• Environmental Emergency Planning 

• Business Ethics through Film • Texas Consumer Law 
• International Politics • Career Planning 

Fall classes begin August 23. Prospective graduate students should 
take the June 21 GMAT and submit a UHCL application and all 
required documents by the August 1 deadline. 

For a free catalog and Class Schedule call the Summer Session Hotline 
at (281) 283-2520, Option 1. 

University of Houston • Clear Lake 
2700 Bay Area Boulevard • Houston TX 77058-1098 

All business and :accounting orogr;ms are fully acaedi1ed by !he American Assembly of CoOegi:ile Schools of~ 
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Southwest Premiere 
June 5-29 at COM 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre has 
been a busy beehive of activity in the past few weeks. 
The recent closing of a successful run of George 
Kaufman and Moss Hart's classic comedy, Once in 
a Lifetime, makes way for a new vehicle soon to be 
staged. 

Next on the Arena Theatre's schedule is the 
ambitious undertaking of presenting the Southwest 
Premiere of Lee Blessin!J,'s new play, Eleemosynary, 
which opens on the Arena tage June 5 and will run 
through June 29. 

Blessing, best known for his Broadway offer
ing, A Walk in the Woods, also has authored Two 
Rooms, Cobb and Down the Road, among others. 

The word eleemosynary (meaning "charitable 
giving") first gained recognition as one of the words 
in a national spelling contest some 10 years ago. 

Eleemosynary examines the subtle relationship 
between three remarkable women: a young girl, her 
mother and her grandmother, and the play promises 
to delight audiences with its fast-'11loving and inter
woven plot situations. 

COM Executive Director Jack Westin, who will 
direct the play, said, "We are delighted to offer the 
first production of this fine script in our area." 

In regard to the recently closed play, Once in a 
Lifetime, COM Associate Director Mark A. Adams 
deserves much credit for his adroit staging and di
rection of the large group of 29 players. His cast 
gave a lively, fast-paced, action-filled performance 
depicting the insanity and craziness that was Holly
wood during that stressful period when the silent 
movies first began to talk in 1927. 

In presenting Lifetime the entire cast showed a 
great deal of talent and everyone involved seemed 
to enjoy contributing to the huge success of this 
outsanding presentation during the Arena Theatre's 
gala 25th anniversary season. 

For information about Eleemosynary, which 
continues the theater's 20-year tradition of South
west premierest call (409) 938-1211 or (281) 280-
3991, Ext. 345. 

Audition for the summer musical Annie 
Warbucks are at COM on May 7 at 7 p.m. and at 
UHCL May 11 at 1 :30 p.m. and May 12 at 7 p.m. 

COM Art Festival draws crowds 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Photography Editor 

Music, theater and fine arts students of College of 
the Mainland had the perfect showcase for their work April 
24: the annual Art Festival and Sale. Held in the Fine Arts 
Building, the festival included a student art sale, live 
music, theater performances and a selection of students' 
work in the COM Fine Arts Gallery. 

The festival, which has been a popular event since 
the late '70s, is sponsored by the Student Art Associa
tion. Ceramics Professor Betty Palifka, faculty adviser to 
the Art Association, said: "The proceeds of the sale are 
given back to the students in the form of scholarships. 
It 's a really nice organization." 

For many years the event focused solely on the stu
dent art show and sate, with work displayed either out
side the Fine Arts Building or inside, depending on the 
weather. Palifka introduced the music and theater aspects 
of the festival four years ago when she took over the or
ganizational role. 

The student art sale began at 10 a.m. and continued 
all day, with a steady stream of people looking for unique 
and original works of art. "Part of this is to give the stu
dents experience in displaying and selling their work," 
Palifka said. 

At 12:30 p.m. the student drama group, Theatrix, per
formed two 10-minute plays followed by poetry readings. 
The readings were by Professor Mark Sanders' creative 
writing students. 

The musical entertainment started at 1:30 p.m. with 
a piano recital, followed by solo performances that in
cluded students Philippe Bacco and Jovan Hernandez 
playing the piano. Sparky Koerner, COM professor of 
instrumental music, and James Heffel, COM vocal pro
fessor, got together for a trumpet and piano rendition of 
Leroy Anderson's "Trumpeter's Lullaby" and a version 
of "Stranger in Paradise," originally a classical piece by 
Russian composer Alexander Borodin. 

The COM Jazz Combo filled the air outside the Fine 
Arts Building at 3 p.m. with an al fresco set that included 
"Summertime" by George Gershwin and a Miles Davis 
number, "Freddy the Freeloader." Combo Director 
Koerner said, "It gives the students a chance to play stan
dard American jazz pieces, while learning improvisation 
in front of an audience." 

The COM Singers went through their basic repertoire 
. gathered around a piano in ·an informal atmosphere, with 
a selection that included a capella songs. Then the COM 
Studio Group, accompanied by piano and percussion, 
launched into a medley of 1950s music called "Rock in 
the '50s" and other popular songs . 

COM student Philippe Bocco looks at student art work 
in the Fine Arts Gallery. The exhibit, which was part 
of the Art Festival April 24, runs through May 6. 

(Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

Three classical guitar students, Clark Duhon, Aaron 
Koerner and Mike Moore, with their instructor Mark 
Moore, finished the day 's musical treats at 6:30 p.m. with 
a set of acoustic pieces. They played a minuet by Franz 
Joseph Haydn, a chorale by J.S. Bach, "Awake Sweet 
Love" by English composer John Dowland and several 
pieces by George Frederick Handel. 

At 8 p.m. the COM Arena Theatre staged a perfor
mance of Kaufman and Hart musical production, Once in 
a Lifetime. 

Art Gallery Director Janet Hassinger praised the work 
in the Art Student Exhibition. "This is the only time of 
year that students here have the opportunity to exhibit in 
the gallery," she explained. "The work that is chosen is 
juried by the four art professors, and we try to choose 
something from each level to show a variety of achieve
ment." 

The gallery exhibit, open until May 6, features sculp
ture, ceramics, photography, charcoal drawings and paint
ings in a variety of media. 

. Mexican university publishes history professor's book 
By JULIAN RIANO 
Staff Reporter 

The National Univer
sity of Mexico Press has 
published a book in Span
ish by College of the 
Mainland professor, Dr. 
Manuel Urbina II. The 
book is titled, The Impact 
of the Texas Revolution on 
the Government, Politics, 
and Society of Mexico, 
1836-1846. The National 

Dr. Manuel Urbina U University of Mexico is 
Mexico City's elite graduate school. 

"As a Mexican immigrant (to the United States) who 
did graduate work in history for two years at the National 
University of Mexico," Dr. Urbina said, "it gives me a 
great deal of satisfaction to make a contribution, how
ever modest, to the professional training of my Mexican-

historian colleagues by a book that engenders understand
ing of the historical nuances of the country of my birth, 
and seeks to foster understanding among men of good 
will of my adopted country." 

In explaining the purpose of the book, which he wrote 
in three years, from 1973-1976, Dr. Urbina said, "It is 
about the impact that the separation of Texas from Mexico 
had on the Mexican nation." 

National University of Mexico scholar Dr. Hector 
Diaz translated Dr. Urbina's dissertation into Spanish. Dr. 
Diaz felt that once it was translated into Spanish it could 
be more widely read by history students in university li
braries throughout Mexico. Dr. Diaz then wrote Dr. Urbina 
for copyright permission to publish it. 

Dr. Enrique Garcia Moises, dean of the National 
School of Professional Studies at Mexico C1ty, also wrote 
Dr. Urbina a letter urging that the book be published so 
that it could be made required reading for postgradute 
students seeking to do graduate work in the United States. 

Dr. Urbina is one of the original faculty members 
hired by COM during the first year of its existence in 1967. 

Reflecting on his (30-year) teaching history at COM, 
Dr. Urbina said: "Although I am a research historian at 
heart, I enjoy the emphasis on the teaching-learning pro
cess here at COM, for it enables my students, as well as 
myself, to 41iscover the beauty of understanding the col
lective human experiences of the past as a foundation for 
devising strategies to improve the present." 

Dr. Urbina received a bachelor of arts in history from 
Howard Payne College, Brownwood, in 1962; a master 
of ~rts in Latin American Studies from the University of 
Texas, Austin, in 1967; and a doctorate in history from 
the University of Texas at Austin in 1976. He was awarded 
·a doctor of jurisprudence by the University of Houston 
College of Law in 1983. This included a summer study 
program in international law at Cambridge University in 
England. 

Dr. Urbina was selected as a Scholar Diplomat by 
the U.S. Department of State in 1978. He also was cho
sen to appear in Who '.s- Who Among Hispanic Americans, 
1992; Who'.s- Who in America, 1996; and just recently 
Who'.s- Who in the World, 1997. 
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Campus crime reported 
Continued from Page 1-----------

The damage was such that she had to have the truck towed. 

New disabled parking signs for COM 
Tucker wishes the crime alert had been issued ear

lier. "There were things I could have done to prevent this. 
I have a club (a security_ device) and would have used it." 

The burglary attempt was apparently foiled by de
velopmental math instructor, Jess Olive. When Olive 
drove into the parking lot he saw two men at a parked car, 
one was in the car and the other was standing by it. Olive 
parked two spaces down from the men and as he was walk
ing to the Math/Science Building he saw them drive off. 

Later when Olive returned to his truck he saw the 
campus police, a wrecker and Tucker at her red truck that 
was parked in front of where Olive had seen the two men. 

"If I had got their license plate we could have nailed 
them, maybe," Olive said. Watch what is going on around 
you and call the campus police, Jle advised. 

According to Clifton stolen items are things easily 
removed from vehicles, such as cellular phones, purses 
and wallets. To prevent having a vehicle, or items stolen, 
people should lock their doors, activate security devices 
and take their valuables with them. 

Clifton said tlfat the burglaries primarily took place 
from early morning ( 4 a.m.) through early afternoon. They 
are not just happening on campus, but also in_ the area. 

In response to the burglaries, COM police have 
stepped up motor and bicycl~ patrols. 

Police ask that any suspicious looking person or in
cident be immediately reported to them by dialing 599. 

The COM Grounds Maintenance Team recently placed 35 new "parking for disabled only" signs around 
campus. Oscar Hernandez (far left), Stephen Downey, Dorothy Kemp and Troy Terrell show one of the signs 
they installed in Parking Lot D behind the Technical/Vocational Building. (Photo by Murray Getz) 
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Five awarded Excellence 
Continued from Page 1-------

In accepting, Dodd said, "I am speech
less. This is a history-making event-this is 
the first time that Renate True has been up 
for teacner of the ye-ar and not made it! I JUSt 
have one thing to say 'Yes!"' 

Dodd was one of five finalists nominated 
by students for the award. Three of the final
ists are from the category of instructors with 
more than 50 total students, and two are from 
the 50 students or fewer category. 

The other finalists were Ellen Johnson, 
cosmetology professor; Astrid H. Lowery, 
journalism and English professor; Dr. Martha 
Rooney, mjith professor and Dr. Renate True; 
science professor. Dr. Bass presented each 
finalist with a Teacher of Excellence award. 

The five finalists were selected accord
ing to the number of votes they received from 
students via 17 ):>allot boxes placed through
out the campus during the two-week period 
of March 24-April 4. The selection commit
tee was composed of dean's list students: 
Renee Bouse, Gay Burkett, Pamela McCullor, 
Alex Smallwood and Dory Williams. The 
committee observed the finalists' classroom 
teaching styles. The students read comments 
from the ballots praising each of the finalists 
before the winner was announced. 

Dodd, who has been teaching at COM 
25 years, was named Instructor of the Year in 

1986 and has been~ finalist for the last eight 
years. Sh~ automatically becomes the faculty 
chairwoman for next year's awards. 

Johnson, an instructor . at COM since 
1992, has never been nominated before. Upon 
learning she was a finalist, she said, "I feel 
very honored, and really pleased. It's nice to 
know that they (the students) love me as much 
as I love them." 

"Wonderful!" was Lowery's reaction to 
being a finalist. "I'm totally astounded, but 
I'm thrilled beyond words." Lowery, who has 
been at COM 11 years, has been ·nominated 
before but has never been a finalist. 

Dr. Rooney said sh(? was very surprised 
to be a finalist since not many students like 
math. "It's a real honor, after four years here. 
I've never been nominated before," she said. 
"It's great to get the recognition." 

Dr. True, a COM professor since 1983, 
is a three-time winner of the award. Because 
the winner cannot be entered again for three 
years, she had just become eligible again af
ter her 1993 award she explained, "I'm flat
tered because students voted for me, and it 
makes a teacher who cares very happy." 

"It's just an honor," said Dodd, "espe
cially considering the other people who were 
also nominated, It's just unbelievable that you 

• can get an award for doing something that 
you love to do." 

Speakers recall college's early days 
Continued from Page 1-..;._ ____ _ 

He recalled the college's formation and 
iearly days and role· Griz Eckert, president of 
the chartering Board of Trustees, had in the 
process. "I believe that Griz Eckert gave the 
most to benefit this college. We went over the 
entire area to gather support for the college." 

Rep. Lampson, spoke on the importance 
of community colleges, which allow students 
to get a higher education without the high cost 

, of Uqivers~ty t,uition.s, . , , , . 

COM Student Government President 
Don Rittenhouse told the audience: "I envi
sion the college having the most advanced 
equipment and technology ... the administra
tion and the community working together to 
meet the students' and faculty's needs." 

Speaker, Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean ofln
struction and Student Services, said he stood 
in the same place in the auditorium 28 years 
ago and looked up to see the sky above him 

.. because the building, was unfinished . . 
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What's Happening 

Proud recipients of the prestigious Texas Intercollegiate Press Association awards are all smiles as they display 
their certificates. Award winners are (from left) Maree Doo, managing editor; Lorielle Blackwell, staff reporter; 
Bill Glenn, former photography editor; Brad Stevenson, former illustrations editor; and Rosalind Marshall, pho
tography editor. Rick Gilliam, former reporter, is not pictured. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

Staffers win record nuIDber of awards 
Continued from Page 1--------------
place award for her humorous column, "'English' seems foreign 
to British staff reporter," which appeared in the July issue. This 
column chronicled the difficulty Marshall, who is from England, 

Work on More than your Tan This Summer ... 
Take a class in the 

School of Human Sciences and Humanities 

Learn more about art, history, literature, and the humanities: 
• Western Art through the Middle Ages • Arts and the Child 

• Philosophy of History 
• Basic Texts in the Western Tradition . 
• American literature - WWI to WWII 

Study in the field of Psychology or Sociology or Anthropology: 
• Peoples of Africa • Human Sexuality 

• Abnormal Psychology • Deviance • Violence Against Women 

Expand your skills: 
• Computer Graphics • Communication and the.hiternet 

• Advanced Writing 
• Interpersonal Skills • Health, Emergency Care, and First Aid 

Choose from these graduate courses and many others: 
• Stress Management • Art Therapy Methods 

• Intensive Spanish I & II 

Summer classes beginJune 2. 

For a free catalog and Summer/Fall Class Schedule 
call the Summer Session Hotline at (281) 283-2520, Option I. 

University of Houston• Clear Lake 
2700 Bay Area Boulevard • Houston TX 77058-1098 

' 

has had understanding the English used by some 
Texas natives. 

A second place award went to former staffer, 
Rick Gilliam, for Newspaper Sports Page Design 
for the March 1996 issue. Gilliam, who has been 
with the Texas City Sun 10 years, is the Sun's sports 
editor. 

Managing editor and layout artist, Maree Doo, 
won third place in Newspaper News Page Design 
for the front page of the December InterCOM. Doo 
received an Honorable Mention for editorial page 
design in last year's TIPA compeJition. 

Reporter Lorielle Blackwell, a staff member 
only since last fall, won third place for a headline 
which appeared in the December issue for a story 
about the unusual version of Charles Dickens' A 

. Christmas Carol, which w~s presented by the COM 
Arena Theatre. Blackwell's headline read "Carol 
adaptation Dickens of a play." 

Former lnterCOM staffer and cartoonist, Brad 
Stevenson, who now attends the University of 
Houston-Clear Lake, won an Honorable Mention 
for a political cartoon on voting which ran in the 
March 1996 lnterCOM. The last cartoon Stevenson 
drew for InterCOM is on Page 3 of this issue. "I'm 
very happy Brad finally won an award for one of 
his very fine cartoons after two years of hard work," 
Lowery said. "We miss him and his work." 

TIPA Executive Director Jeff W. Henderson 
of Southwest Texas State University said the con
test was judged by newspaper industry profession
als. He explained that entries were sent to the em
ployees of papers on the East and West coasts with 
circulations from 50,000 to 100,000. 

InterCOM competed in TIPA's Division 2 
Newspaper category, which consists of approxi
mately 30 Texas colleges and universities with stu
dent enrollments of 3,000 to 7,499, and includes 
Texas Christian University in Fort Worth, South- • 
em Methodist University in Dallas, Texas Woman's 
University in Denton, TexasA&M-Kingsville and 
West Texas A&M in El Paso. 

"I am so very proud of these students," Lowery 
said, "but all the students on the various staffs 
(spring, summer and fall 1996) deserve credit. 

"It takes all of them to put a new.spaper to
gether. We would not have winners without t1'e help 
of fhe whol~ staff.'" · · · • 1 

· ' 

People Speak Out 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL, Photography 
Editor and JULIAN RIANO, Staff Reporter 

Have you ever wished you had a lot of money? 
Sure you have--along with a perfect body, fame and 
true love. Well, money can't buy you love or hap
piness, but it sure would be a nice start. But since 
you don't own a gold mine and your long-lost Uncle 
Piggy Banks isn't going to will you a fortune, you 
ask yourself, "How am I ever going to strike it 
rich?" How else but by chance, you pessimist. 
You're going to win the lottery! InterCOM asked 
some of the future millionaires who are currently 
attending College of tbe Mainland, "If you won the 
lottery, what is the first thing you would do?" 

Kelly Giamalva: 
I would spend it on a 
car, a new house and 
help the poor children 
out. 

Ashton Jackson III: 
Buy a mobile home and 
run around the United 
States, have a house 
built and donate some 
to church. 

Danielle Ellison: 
First of all I would 
ensure that my 
nephew's and my 
college education gets 
paid for, Then I'd buy 
fun stuff. 

Kenneth Mills-Flood: 
I'd never play ~he 
lottery. I don't believe 
in the lottery. I don't 
play it. 

Michelle Baltazar: 
I would spend it on 
church, family and 
friends. For myself, a 
very needed vacation. I 
have three children. 

Brad Bradley: 
I'd buy a major 
business. 

Sammie Jackson: 
I would put some of it 
in the bank and let it 
gain interest and 
donate some of it to 
charity. 

, .. 



Teenage violence editorial 
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Veteran English professor retires 
SeePage4 

Comics: 100 years of Americana 
See Pages 6 & 7 
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TIPA Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

Troy Waters (left), a Process Technology Program coordinator, and BIii Raley associate dean of Technical 
Education Programs, stand In front of the Process Technology Department's new desalter. The desalter was 
donated to P-Tech by Betz Chemicals and is valued at $250,000. Waters displays the plaque the P-Tech Program 
was given by Texas City for helping the city win the All-American City Award. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

, . 

P-Tech helps TC 
win All-America 
By Rick Gilliam 
Special to the InterCOM 

All-American. That's a moniker most often reserved 
for athletes in any given sport, be it football, baseball, bas
ketball, track or whatever. 

But Texas City-the City by the Bay-now has that 
distinction. In June, at the National Civic League All
American City Awards held in Kansas City, Mo., it was 
named one of 10 All-American cities. 

And College of the Mainland played a big part in Texas 
City winning that distinction. To win the award, the city 
had to submit three community-driven projects that have 
significantly impacted the community since 1994. Those 
three projects were the Handicapped and Retarded Asso
ciation Village, the Carver Park Community League and 
COM's Process Technology Program. 

The need for a program like CO M's was simple. Faced 
with intense competition and ever-changing technology, 
local industry leaders wanted to increase the level of train
ing for new operator prospects at plants. With the assis- · 

See P-Tech Page 11 

New grants available for recent high school grads 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

Texas Tuition Assistance Grants will be available to 
qualified students during the fall semester. The maximum 
award is the amount of a recipient's tuition and fees, said 
Becky Miles, director of College of the Mainland Stu
dent Financial Services. 

LRC plumbing backs up; 
restrooms down 3 days 
By BILL GLENN 
Staff Reporter 

hnproper disposal of a feminine sanitary napkin resulted · 
in the closing of the College of the Mainland Leaming Re
sources Center third floor and breezeway restrooms during 
the third week of June. 

People in the LRC were forced to use the facilities in 
nearby buildings for three days while the problem was lo
cated and repaired. 

Late afternoon, Wednesday, July 9, people once again 
found the restrooms in the LRC closed due to a sewer backup. 
Ernest Messinger and Travis Burke of the Maintenance Team 
could not determine the cause of stoppage this time since 
they were able to push the obstruction through to the main 
sewer line. Everything was back in order by 2 p.m. Thurs
day, July 10. 

Bob Kostelecky, director of the COM physical plant, 
estimated the cost of repairs for the first sewer backup at 
$1,500. No extra outlay of money was necessary for the sec-

See LRC Page 12 

Applications are now available in Student Financial 
Services, Room A-149 in the Administration Building. 

Miles said Student Financial Services cannot begin 
submitting the applications to the state until Sept. 1. The 
deadline for applications is Nov. 15. Students who apply 
will have to pay fall semester tuition and fees at time of 
registration. However, when they receive notification of 
the grant award, recipients will be reimbursed by check 

according to the amount awarded them, Miles explained. 
~iles said in the past COM has received only $200 a 

year from the state for the grant, usually allowing only -
one student to benefit. This year, for unexplained reasons, 
the college will receive $10,000. Consequently, a large 
number of students will be able to receive assistance. 

Applicants have to apply for financial aid to qualify 
See Financial Page 11 

COM student wins UT-Austin fellowship 
By JORDAN DAVIS 
Staff Reporter 

Yet another name can be added to the list of stu
dents from College of the Mainland who have achieved 
success. 

Kenneth Mills-Flood, second year COM student, 
has been awarded the University of Texas at Austin 
Mellon Populations Apprenticeship for Community 
College Transfers. The fellowship, an endowment from 
the Mellon Foundation, is offered to community col
lege transfer students from the state of Texas who are 
interested in the study of demographics. 

"I am really excited about this fellowship," he said. 
"It is very rare for undergraduates to get a chance like 
this. I know I am very lucky." 

The fellowship, extended to only four of 60 eli
gible transfer students, places transfer students as re
search assistants in the UT Population Research Cen
ter. Mills-Flood, under the supervision of a UT fac
ulty member, will work on one of· many on-going 

reseach projects at the 
center. 

The center is dedi
cated to demographics, 
which studies and cata
logs the growth and 
changes in populations. 
Information is usually 
broken down ethnically 
and is of use to govern
ment agencies, HMOs 
and organizations such 
as the World Health Or
ganization and the 
United Nations. Kenneth Mills-Flood 

"I think that (the study of demographics) helps show 
trends in our population and helps us start addressing 

. specific problems," said Mills-Flood, who pointed out 
the plight of Third World African nations as one prob
lem area that could potentially be helped by the research. 

See Mills-Flood Page 11 
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Editorials/News 

Members of the COM Bicycle Patrol, Arbry Clifton (far left), Robyn Hensley (third from left) and Thomas Dendy, 
stand with Kevon Wells, Mainland Secondary Summer School principal. During the summer, the bike patrol 
helps monitor high school students on campus, In addition to Its regular police duties. (Photo by BIii Glenn) 

Police bike patrol stops cycle of burglaries 
By BILL GLENN 
Staff Reporter 

"It makes for a warmer feeling between us and the 
public," College of the Mainland Police Officer Arbry 
Clifton said. 

Officer Robyn Hensley added, "We're more ap
proachable." 

The two officers were referring to the effectiveness 
of the bicycle patrol which also includes new-to-CO~ 
Officer Thomas Dendy. 

"We're close to the students, and we can patrol areas 
that are difficult to patrol in other ways," Clifton said. 

Clifton and Hensley have been patrolling ~m bicycles 
since December 1992. 

The three officers are proud of the effectiveness of 
the bike patrol. Clifton indicated that when the patrol was 
suspended for a five-month cold-weather period last year, 
a rash of automobile burglaries occurred. When the bike 
patrol was resumed, the burglaries suddenly ceased. 

The cycling officers are easily recognized by their 
helmets and orange-yellow shirts. All three spoke of a 
desire to know and become better acquainted with the 
people they serve at COM. 

During the summer months the bike patrol also ·works 
for Kevon Wells, principal of the COM High School Sum
mer School program. During the regular school year Wells 
is assistant principal at La Marque High School. 

The bike patrol will be equipped with cold weather 
gear and will patrol year-round. 

Lake Eckert's brighter shade of green no illusion 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

Have you noticed that Lake Eckert looks brighter and 
greener lately? 

Well, that's because it is. 
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In an experimental effort to enhance the appearance 
of the lake, the College of the Mainland Grounds Mainte
nance Team recently added dye to the lake's water, said 
team member Galen Hayward. 

J;3y adding the dye the Grounds Maintenance Team 
hopes to make the lake more attractive and 'inviting to the 
many people who frequent the lake shore to feed the ducks 
or to exercise on the walkway that circles the lake. 

Hayward stressed that the dye is non-toxic. It will 
not harm the ducks, birds, fish or other marine life that 
call Lake Eckert home. The dye is designed to enhance 
the appearance of the waters of enclosed lakes such as 
Lake Eckert. 

The team added three gallons of the dye to the lake 
water the first week of May. Each treatment will last up 
to six months and costs approximately $65. Hayward said 
three more gallons will be added in October. 

Letters to the Editor policy 
InterCOM welcomes all Letters to the Editor. Please 

make letters brief, concise and to the point. All letters must 
include your name, signature, and a daytime telephone 
number for verification. 

We will print letters arwnymously providing they 
include a name, address, and daytime telephone number. 

We reserve the right to edit all letters for grammar, 
length, libelous content, profanity and spelling. Letters will 
be printed on a space-available basis. 

Disney 01oral code 
judged by Baptists 

Last month the Southern Baptist Convention voted to 
boycott Disney. Disney was targeted because the SBC is 
displeased with Disney policies perceived as- gay friendly. 
The Southern Baptists deplore the corporation's offering 
of benefits to same-sex partners, Disney's theme parks 
hosting "gay days" and Disney-owned ABC-TV permit
ting Ellen DeGeneris publicly "outing" her character as a 
lesbian in the television program Ellen. 

The very•Bible that the SBC quotes to condemn gays 
and justify their boycott also tells people, "Judge not, that 
ye be not judged" (Matthew 7:1) and "He that is without 
sin among you, let him first cast a stone ... " (John 8:7). 

Is the SBC not judging Disney and casting stones? 
Whether homosexuality is wrong or not is a personal 

decision. It is between the individual and God. 
Disney is one of the only sources of consistent, decent 

family entertainment. For more than half a century Disney 
has entertained America's children as well as children 
around the world. 

Most of my contemporaries grew up watching and 
learning from Disney. Everybody loved Mickey Mouse 
and Donald Duck as well as the characters featured in 
Disney's animated movies, such as Snow White, 
Cinderella, Pinocchi.o, The Little Mermaid, The Li.on King 
and this year's Hercules. And they taught us positive 
lessons and morals, such as tolerance, loyalty, truth, 
perseverance and the fight of good against evil. 

Because Disney refuses to discriminate against a 
portion of the population, the corporation is now being 
targeted as an evil conglomerate out to destroy the moral 
fabric of the country. 

Disney is not the only company with gay-tolerant 
policies, it just happens to be one of the biggest and most 
influential. 

If I were to participate in the boycott of a large 
corporation, Disney would be at the bottom of my list. If 
any group wants to lead a boycott against companies that 
destroy t~e environment, promote consumption of alcohol 
or tobacco by children, or employ workers in Third World 
countries at below poverty 1.evel wages, I will gladly 
follow. 

Throughout my life I have attended various churches, 
the majority Baptist. Though most of my church experi
ences have been positive, a few have not. 

One that comes to mind occurred at the church to 
which I belonged as a teen-ager and where my father 
served as a deacon. A man who had previously been a 
deacon had systematically embezzled money from the 
church for years, money that was given to fund the church 
and help the community. This was the same man, who as a 
Sunday School teacher, taught us among other things not 
to steal. 

Another situation involves a church I have occasion
ally attended. Two married preachers, one after the other, 
have stepped down because of adulterous .relationships. 
One of these preachers urged us not to vote for Bill 
Clinton because Clinton had supposedly committed 
adultery. 

If I were to judge all organized religion as bad 
because a few church leaders broke biblical laws and told 
everyone I knew to never enter a church again, would that 
be any different from what the Southern Baptist Conven
tion is asking its members to do by boycotting Disney? 

No. It boils down to this: Should we throw out 
Mickey Mouse because the Southern Baptist hierarchy 
has judged Disney immoral? 



Film, TV fans mourn 
favorite stars' deaths 

One thing is obvious-America takes its entertain
ment seriously. This becomes evident when you consider 
the millions spent on producing and enjoying films, 
books, television and other forms of entertainment. 

But the money involved is the least of it. 
Consider the impact on the language, the songs we 

hum as we work, the phrases that have become a part of 
our everyday conversation, the styles we wear and the 
toys and games we buy. 

When in the last week of June and the first week of 
July five of our best known stars of movies and TV died, 
it was time for nostalgia and thoughts of the gifts they 
gave us. 

Gone are James Stewart, Robert Mitchum, Brian 
Keith, Charles Kuralt and Jacques Costeau. 

Stewart, Mitchum and Keith brought us movies 
filled with fun and sadness, suspense and excitement. 
Kuralt brought us travelogues. Costeau brought us 
undersea adventures. All of them kept us laughing or 
crying or marveling at the world's wonders. 

They educated us. They made changes in our 
characters. They made us more aware of the world 
around us. And-perhaps, most important-they made 
us optimistic about ourselves and our accomplishments. 
They gave the world a bit more shine. 

They're gone. But they will be with us for a long, 
long time. We'll watch the videos and reruns-as will 
our children and our grandchildren and their children. 

Look at it this way: The big director has yelled, 
"Cut! Put it in the can!" 

And now they're with us-forever. 

Annie Warbucks at UCHL 
Annie Warbucks, the sequel to Annie, is this year's 

COM summer musical appearing at University of Hous
ton-Clear Lake. The time frame for the musical is Christ
mas 1933, where Annie ends. 

Annie Warbucks will be staged at UHCL's Bayou 
Theatre July 31-Aug. 17. 

Show times are Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 
8 p.m., and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 

Tickets are now available at the College of the Main
land theater box office. For information or to reserve tick
ets call (409) 938-1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 345. 
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Teen-age violence'influenced by media 

/Rosalind 
. <;: Marsh;J.I. 

When was the last time someone made the front page 
of a major newspaper for doing something nice? When 
was the last time a feel-good story received the same TV 
news coverage as a murder? When was the last time you 
saw a blockbuster movie that didn't have a conflict 
resolved by violence? 

According to the media, being nice is not popular in 
. today's society. lt's·not "cool" to be good-hearted, gentle 

and forgiving. What's endorsed instead·is retribution, 
victory and dominance. This is the age of everyone 
grabbing his or her 15 minutes of fame, as Andy Warhol 
predicted. For most of society, unfortunately, that fame 
comes from a violent act: an assasination, a grisly murder, 
a family massacre, the brutal rape of a child. · 

The U.S. homicide rate for males aged 15-24 is 22 per 
100,000. The closest comparable rate for the same age · 
group is the Italians; in Italy only four young men out of 
every 100,000 are murdered, according to a February 
report in the Houston Chronicle. Even more disturbing is 
the fact that 50 percent of all homicides begin as an 
argument between people who know each other. 

Recent stories in the local news illustrate how 
prevalent teen-age violence is becoming. 

A Santa Fe teen-ager was found guilty of murder in 
mid-June after he beat an acquaintance to death following 
a disagreement at a party early last year. In late June, two 
Texas City teen-agers were arrested on charges of ag
gravated assault with a deadly weapon after two other 
youths were shot while using a pay phone. Also in late 
June, a Texas City home was riddled with bullets in an 
apparent gang-related incident involving teen-agers. 

Perhaps most shocking of all is the charge of ag
gravated sexual assault of a 4-year-old girl in late June by 
two Texas City youths, one only 10 years old. 

We can't blame it all on raging teen-age honnones. 
From the moment they are born, children are exposed to 
insidious violence. It's all around them: on TY, in the 
movies, in computer games, in the newspapers, in their 
peers' behavior, maybe even in their parents' behavior. 

Some children have the luxury of a secure family with 
positive adult role models to follow. Role models who 
know how to control their anger, know how to discuss and 
negotiate, know how to compromise and forgive. Conflict 
resolution. 

On the other hand many children witness violent 
crimes, are victims of abuse and have role models who 
resolve their conflicts with insults, fists or guns. 

I'm tired of seeing "family" movies that predictably 
end up with the underdogs getting even, then rubbing their 
opponents' noses in it. Most movies don't teach peaceful 
compromise. They teach, either outright or subliminally, to 
win at all costs. Retribution overshadows any message of 
acceptance or understanding. What kind of lessons are 
children learning about the world when being the stron
gest, the most devious, the most ruthless is endorsed over 
and over again? 

Why should teen-agers take the time to listen when 
it's quicker to end an argument with a fist? Why should 
young people learn to negotiate when it's much simpler to 
pull a gun? Yet, violent behavior is preventable. 

Violence feeds on low self-esteem. Low self-esteem 
leads to frustration, and the need to vent.anger and express 
rage. Reinforcing negative racial, sexual or religious 
stereotypes fuels hatreds, promotes violence as the way to 
deal with frustrations, and alienates people from one 
another, making them targets for that violence. 

Children need to learn how to listen and how to talk 
things out. They need to learn that another's point of view 
is just as valid as their own. That negotiation and compro
mise are satisfying and worth the effort. That keeping, or 
making a friend through resolving a conflict can be an 
enriching experience. That making peace is more gratify
ing than declaring war. 

Getting along is an art. It needs to be valued, encour
aged, learned and practiced. According to the Chronicle, it 
costs $30,000 a year to put a teen-ager away.for life for 
C?mmitting.murder. What does it cost to teach him or her 
to handle life's problems without resorting to violence? 
Take a look in the mirror, what are you teaching those 
growing up around you? 

Fall registration Aug. 26-27 
Regular registration for College of the Main

land fall credit classes will be Aug. 26-27. Students 
may also register at COM for classes offered at 
Clear Creek and Friendswood high schools, or they 
may register at Clear Creek High School Aug. 28. 
New student orientation is planned for Aug. 21. Fall 
classes begin Sept. 2. Late registration is Sept. 2-3; 
however, a $10 late charge will be assessed. Tu
ition and fees must be paid by~ept. 9. 

For more information call the Admissions Of
fice at (409) 938-1211 or(281) 280-3991, Ext. 264. 
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Beloved professor 
to retire in August 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

English Professor Jo Ann Pevoto began teaching at 
College of the Mainland in January 1968. After almost 
30 years she is retiring at the end of August. 

"She's memorable because there isn't anybody else 
like her," English Professor Brenda Brown said. 

COM President Larry L. Stanley said:" The attribute 
that stands out most when I think of Jo Ann is her com
passion for students. She always goes the second mile to 
help students succeed. Her compassion is undergirded by 
knowledge and integrity which ensures students are treated 
fairly and with respect." 

Pevoto first came to COM as an adjunct in 1968 but 
became a full-time instructor September 19(?9. She ac
cepted a retirement incentive offered in January 1996. 

What does a woman who has taught for this long plan 
to do in her retirement? Teach. 

Pevoto will not completely disappear from COM. She 
plans to continue teaching here-as an adjunct. "I am 
excited about teaching adjunct because adjuncts only have 
one or two classes. Adjunct faculty have more time for 
each student, more creative impact." 

Pevoto and her husband, Fred, also plan to travel. They 
have bought a travel trailer and plan to tour Georgia,. Ten
nessee, Flbrida and the Carolinas this fall. While in the South 
they will visit their daughter Lisa, son-in-law Jeff and grand
daughter Michaela. Lisa and Jeff also are educators. 

"I have very mixed feelings about retiring," Pevoto 
said. "It is a hard time to retire because there are so many 
changes occurring now." With the inclusion of video, 
Internet and digital learning in the classroom, Pevoto said, 
"The 21st century teacher will have a real challenge." 

Recalling her early teaching years she said: "I wanted 
to tell the students everything. I am more relaxed now. I 
hold back information to answer students questions." 

Brown, one of Pevoto's closest friends on campus 
said, "She is an inspiration and delight for all those stu
dents who have one last question. She always says, 'Tell 

Texas City High School student Michael MIiier holds a 
kitten found abandoned In the shrubbery In front of 
the COM Administration Building June 16. The Fund 
for Animals, a non-profit animal protection organiza
tion, was founded to help such strays. The fund offers 
low-cost spaying and neutering at clinics In the 
Houston area. One of the clinics travels around 
Houston. For Information or to schedule appointments 
call (713) 863--0010. (Photo by Patricia HIii) 

COM English Professor Jo Ann Pevoto, who retires at the end of August, sits at her desk In the Humanities Team 
Suite In the LAC. Pevoto Is leaving COM after 29 years but plans to continue teaching as an adjunct at COM and 
travel throughout the South with her husband, Fred. (Photo by Patricia HIii) 

me what you need. I can help you.'" 
Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 

Development, said: "Jo Ann Pevoto is one of the most 
student- oriented teachers that I have ever known. She 
takes responsibility for helping students to learn." 

While at COM Pevoto has taught English 1301, 1302 
and sophomore British literature courses. Shortly after she 
began working at the college she spent a year teaching 
speech while the instructor who regularly taught the class 
was on maternity leave. As a result Pevoto directed the 
first COM play, a Christmas story, when the college was 
still located at the old Booker T. Washington High School 
in Texas City. Pevoto has the distinction of directing the 
first play on this campus, A Thousand Clowns. 

One plaque which hangs on her wall has special 
meaning and is a great source of pride. The H.K. (Griz)" 
Eckert Award, which is named for the president of the 
chartering Board of Trustees, was given to Pevoto in 1982 

in part for her help in making the Board recognize the 
need for the campus to become more accessible to handi
capped students. Along with other COMunity members 
and Phi Theta Kappa members, Pevoto led Board mem
bers, either on crutches or in wheelchairs, on a campus 
tour. Pevoto was inspired by a paper one of her students, 
Judy Homrighaus, had written about treating handicapped . 
people with dignity. The student was in the advanced 
stages of multiple sclerosis. 

Another plaque Pevoto is especially proud of is the 
Ex-student Association of COM Appreciation Award she 
received in 1991. President Stanley echoed the words writ
ten on the plaque: "She truly exemplifies the college motto 
'Humanhood through Brotherhood.'" 

Of all the Humanities Team members who will miss 
Pevoto, Brown will miss her the most. "Suffice it to say, I 
have never had a better friend and COM has never em
ployed a better teacher. It's gonna be tough without her." 

Spaying, neutering key to population control 
By ROSALINll MARSHALL 
Assistant Editor 

Why would almost 90,000 dogs and cats be destroyed 
in Houston in a single year? Simply because they were un
wanted. 

Of the 105,000 animals that ended up in Houston ani
mal shelters in 1996, 80 percent were destroyed for want of 
a good home. ·The dog and cat overpopulation in the area 
has reached crisis proportions, according to a press release 
from The Fund for Animals, but it's a crisis that has a solu
tion. 

The cost of running animal shelters and animal control 
programs in the Houston area alone runs to $7 million every 
year, funded by taxes and private donations. Loose dogs and 
cats become traffic hazards, causing the city of Houston solid 
waste department to pick up 10,000 animal carcasses from 
the streets each year. Strays spread diseases, parasites and 
also cause litter as a result of searching for food in trash 

· cans. 
So what can be done to ease this far-reaching problem? 

When you consider that two breeding dogs, with all of their 
offspring can produce 67,000 dogs in just six years, and two 
breeding cats can generate 420,000 cats in six years, the an
swer is obvious: Limit breeding. 

The fund, a non-profit animal protection organization 
based in New York, is promoting affordable and accessible 
spaying and neutering programs in Houston. Sterilization of 
dogs ·and cats prevents unwanted litters of puppies and kit
tens, which most often are condemned to a life of scaveng
ing for food, plagued by disease, fighting for survival and 

ending up a statistic in next year's-animal shelter euthanasia 
figures. 

"Pet overpopulation is out of control all over the na
tion," said Susan Lamb, the fund's community outreach di
rector. "The South"is about as bad as it gets." 

Spayed and neutered dogs and cats live longer healthier 
lives with a reduced risk of reproductive organ cancers. 
Neutered males are less likely to roam and fight, and territo
rial spraying is reduced. Spayed females don't have heat 
cycles, don't have to be kept locked up to prevent unplanned 
pregnancies, and_no one has to worry about what to do with 
those unwanted babies when confinement doesn't work. · 

The fund's Spay-Neuter Assistance Program, or SNAP, 
is the first traveling clinic in the United States to provide 
free sterilization of _dogs and cats to low-income owners. 
SNAP also provides rabies vaccinations and city licenses. 
To qualify, owners must be part of a public assistance pro
gram such as AFDG or Food Stamps. 

The SNAP mobile clinic has sterilized more than 10,000 
animals in the 3 1/2 years since it became operational, Lamb 
said. The clinic travels all around the Houston area and op
erates on a first-come, first-served basis. Animals are kept a 
minimum of two hours after surgery, and owners collect 
their pets the same day. For information on the clinic's sched
ules, call (713) 522-2337. 

The fund also has a Spay and Neuter Clinic at 1603 
Shepherd Drive in Houston. This provides low-cost spay
ing, neutering and vaccinations.for dogs and cats, and is 
open to the public. 

· For more information or to schedule an appointment, 
call (713) 863-0010. 



Advice for insomnia: 
cha~ge routines, diet 
By DARRYL D. COLLINS JR. 
Staff Reporter 

Sleep and the abundance thereof is an essential 
need for life. 

The average adult requires eight to nine hours of sleep 
a night. Lack of sleep increases accidents and decreases 
performance and productivity. Because of hectic lives, 
many people don't get enough sleep. For some it is a 
choice, for others it is insomnia. 

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
describes insomnia as difficulty getting sufficient rest even 
though the opportunity is present. Today one-third of the 
people in the United States suffer from this disorder. 

Insomnia is one of the most prevalent sleeping disor
ders. Common symptoms are difficulty initiating and 
maintaining sleep, repeated nightly awakening, daytime 
fatigue and restlessness. 

Some causes of insomnia are excess weight, smok
ing, drinking, irregular eating patterns, going to bed late, 
time zone changes, and illnesses. However, according to 
the U.S. Department of Health and Humari Services, the 
greatest causes of insomnia are stress and anxiety. 

Physicians have identified three types of insomnia. 
The first is transient, defined as a few nights of poor sleep; 
short-term, constituting two or three weeks of poor sleep; 
and chronic, poor sleep that lasts three weeks or longer. 

Not being able to sleep is not the only problem caused 
by this disorder. Daytime problems can be almost unbear
able, varying from feeling tired during the day to having 
headaches and difficulty concentrating to being in a daze 
and fearing mental breakdown. Relationship problems, 
depression, obesity, high blood pressure, and pain in bones 
and joints also are common. 

Problems may seem endless, but there is hope. In
somnia in most cases is easily cured. In fact, only in the 
most extreme cases is medication needed. Often, all that 
is needed for a restful night's sleep is a life style change. 

The International Health Awareness Center offers 
suggestions that may lead to a better night's sleep. They · 
include: go to bed and get up at the same time daily; avoid 
caffeine three hours before bedtime; excercise regularly; 
and resolve as many problems as you can before bedtime 
and write down the others. 

Since lack of sleep hinders productivity, it is impor
tant to get as much sleep as necessary. 

Nancy Eubanks, director of COM Emergency Medical 
Services and Health Occupations, demonstrates the 
First Responders' medical kit. The patient, a gift from 
one of her classes, Is one of the many teddy bears that 
populate her office. First Responders provide basic 
medical care In emergencies while waiting for an 
ambulance. (Photo by Bill Glenn) 

COM's Homepage boon 
to prospective students 
By BILL GLENN 
Staff Reporter 

Students and potential students wanting to know 
more about College of the Mainland can now consult 
COM's Homepage on the Internet. 

Professor Roger Stallings, of the Humanities 
Team, demonstrated how he inputs information about 
his team for uploading to the COM Campus Server. 

Stallings uses the DIDA program to translate or
dinary language used by computers to a type of lan
guage known as hypertext markup language which is 
used for information placed on the Internet. 

Once he has completed a document Stallings, who 
refers to himself as the Humanities Team's webmaster, 
uploads to the campus server, which holds files from 
across the campus. 

The professors' syllabuses are on the page. A stu
dent needing to study for the next day's assignment 
needs only to check the 'net for the information. 

The COM Web Advisory Committee prepared a 
document to establish guidelines for publishing on 
the World Wide Web. All campus departments fol
low those guidelines in preparing their pages. 

Once a new document has been uploaded to the 
campus server, COM webmaster Lisa Campbell re
views it and uploads to the COM Server. It is then avail
able on the World Wide Web. 

Photographs, maps, facilities and various facets 
of the college are presented on the web. "It's all done 
on a strictly voluntary basis," Campbell said. "Some 
departments are not participating at present, but we 
think they will eventually." 
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Roger Stallings, COM speech professor, shows the 
Humanities Team Homepage on the Internet. He 
oversees his team's contribution to the COM 
Homepage, which provides Information about the 
college. (Photo by Patricia HIii) 

Campbell praised those who have helped and gave 
special credit to Matt Clausen, COM Police Team mem
ber. "His help has been invaluable." 

She noted that an invalid COM home page exists 
on the Internet. It was prepared through the Texas Gulf 
Coast Community College Consortium. "We've asked · 
that it be removed with no effect," Campbell said. 

Anyone with access to the Internet can reach the 
COM Homepage by entering Internet URL http:// 
www.mainland.cc.tx.us. 

For additional information call Campbell at ( 409) 
938-1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 355. 

Printer, photo engraver flip over COM float picture 
When the May issue of lnterCOM was sent to the 

printer, the newspaper staff was excited because we 
believed we were getting closer to achieving the perfect 
paper. You can imagine our dismay when the paper 
arrived from the printer and we saw Page 5. The printer 
had reversed the photo of the float representing College 
of the Mainland in the Texas City Rebirth Celebration 

Parade held April 18. Since then many people have 
commented that the words College of the Mainland are 
reversed in the photo. · 

We appreciate that so many people read the paper 
and. give us feedback. Thi~ keeps us on our toes and with 
the printer's assistance we will continue our quest for 
the perfect issue. Patricia Hill, Managing Editor 

COM ready to handle medical emergencies 
By BILL GLENN 
Staff Reporter 

Nancy Jiubanks was explaining the tu'nctions of the 
College of the Mainland Emergency Response Team 
when a woman came to her office door. "I was told to 
come here," she said. "I've been stung by a bee." 

Eubanks excused herself, escorted the woman to 
the medical station and gave basic medical treatment. 
Determining that no further treatment was necessary, 
she completed the requisite paper work and excused 
the woman. 

"That's an example of the things we do," said 
Eubanks, director of COM Emergency Medical Ser
vices and Health Occupations, and a First Responder. 

In case of a more serious situation, such as a per
son who is immobile, call CERT at Ext. 224 or the col
lege police at Ext. 599. Dialing either of these exten
sions results in alerting the emergency response team. 

Eubanks said when a serious condi~on is reported, 
the First Responder requests an ambulance with para
medics, but provides basic aid until the ambulance ar
rives at COM. 

"First Responders must be certified by the Texas 
Department of Health," she said. And to be certified, 
an individual must have EMS training. All of the fac
ulty in Eubanks' department are certified. 

She said that while CERT treats both illness and 

trauma, most of their services are for chronic condi
tions. "Seizures and asthma attacks are most common." 

The Texas Department of Health monitors First 
Responders and requires reports to be filed on sched
ule. Eubanks said a monthly report is given to the safety 
teams and a quarterly report is submitted to Dr. Henry 
D. Pope, dean of College and Financial Services. 

Eubanks estimated that CERT's services are re
quired about twice a week. 

COM Police Officer Jeanette Slaughter told of -a 
situation in which _a woman was found lying on the floor 
of the Learning Resources Center Library. The woman 
was unconscious and the cause was unknown. 

"First Responders were on the scene," Slaughter 
said. "We were searching for any medication she might 
have had or for any evidence of an existing medical 
condition. We could find nothing. It was frightening. 

"The medical people were doing all they could. An 
ambulance with paramedics was on the way." 

Slaughter smiled with relief as she remembered: 
"Just by luck, a friend of the girl came by. She knew 
that the patient was on scheduled medication for a type 
of seizure." 

The information was given to the paramedics when 
they arrived and she was taken to the hospital. 

Slaughter stressed that anyone with a medical con
dition or on medication should carry identification at
testing to those facts . 
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Senior yoga students tie the knot 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Assistant Editor 

Love blossoms in the strangest places. When Martha 
Compton began taking yoga lessons at College of the 
Mainland last year after a knee injury, little did she know 
romance would be part of her class schedule. 

Martha, 61, joined the seniors' yoga class January 
1996 for exercise when she found water aerobics too much 
for her knee. A tall, distinguished-looking man with a sil
very bearcl joined the class in the summer term. Philip 

Philip Randolph and his bride Martha Compton model 
the Victorian costumes they wore for Dickens on the 
Strand. Randolph and his wife met In a COM yoga 
class and married March 29. 

Randolph, 66, a recovered cancer patient, also was look
ing for some gentle exercise to enhance his health. The 
two found common interests in walking and keeping fit, 
but it was when they both attended a COM country and 
western dance class that the sparks of romance ignited. 

"There were more women than men at the class," ex
plained Martha, "and the women were asked to choose a 
partner. I looked at him and he held his arm out for me to 
take. That's when we started dating." 

Martha and Philip were engaged on Valentine's Day 
and married March 29 at First United Methodist Church 
in Dickinson. One of Philip's two sons, Marcus, flew from 
his home in Singapore to serve as best man, bringing one 
of his two daughters along to be the maid of honor for 
Martha. 

The children, grandchildren and close friends of the 
couple attended the wedding. Philip and Martha have two 
children each from previous marriages and six grandchil
dren. Philip's other son, Andrew, traveled from Lansing, 
Mich., to come to the wedding and Martha's two children 
also attended. Susan came from her home in Norman, 
Okla., and Shane from his home in nearby Santa Fe. 

The couple's plans for a honeymoon took second 
place to the complicated business of selling their homes 
and choosing a new one in Omega Bay, moving in and 
organizing the wedding reception. The newlyweds cel
ebrated with a party May 24 at the Knights of Columbus 
Hall in La Marque, and invited the entire yoga class. 

The delayed honeymoon begins with a trip to Wash
ington state in July. Philip's son Marcus is bringing his 
entire family from Singapore for a rendezvous, giving 
Martha the chance to meet the daughter-in-law and grand
daughter not present at the wedding. The couple plans to 
spend some time at the family's lakehouse in the Puget 
Sound area, then go into Canada to visit Victoria. They 
hope to fit in a trip to Mexico, and then visit Singapore, 
where Martha will have her first taste of the Far East. 

The Randolphs, wearing Victorian costumes, 
marched in the Queen's parade as part of last December's 
Dickens on the Strand festival in Galveston. They also 
wore the outfits for the annual Southern Tea of the 
Dickinson Weed "N" Wish Garden Club in May and were 
mentioned in The Galveston County Daily News. 

Tyson, Holyfield -both hit below the belt 

Darryl D. 
Collins Jr. 

The long anticipated rematcb between "Iron" Mike 
Tyson and the "Real Deal" Evander Holyfield on Saturday, 
June 28, for the World Boxing Association Heavyweight 
Belt proved to be a homble display. 

Unlike the professionally handled fight on Nov. 9, 
1996, the June 28 fight turned into something little better 
than an animal show. 

The night started off normally with spectators pouring 
into the MGM Grand Hotel and Casino's Grand Garden in 
1...a.5 Vegas expecting to see the boxing match of the 
century. 

At the beginning of the fight nothing unusual 
happened. Then in the second round Holyfield accidently 
head butted Tyson or so Holyfield said, causing a three
inch cut above Tyson's right eye. In the third round 
Holyfield again head butted Tyson. 

Then it happened. 
Tyson bit Holyfield's right ear. He bit off a consider

able hunk and it bled quite a bit. 
The referee penalized Tyson two points and told him 

not to do it again, but once back in the ring Tyson bit 
Holyfield's other ear and was disqualified. 

Tempers flared at the deci3ion. While Tyson was in 
the back a spokesman for Tyson said disqualification 
wasn't fair because Holyfield wasn't penalized for head 
butting Tyson. 

Holyfield said he felt Tyson was scared he was going 
to lose, and therefore bit Holyfield to spare himself 
embarrassment. Holyfield also implied Tyson didn't 
deserve another rematch. 

Later, Tyson said Holyfield was fighting unfairly and 
that he, Tyson, had children to feed, implying that he 
deserved a chance at a fair fight. 

The night proved to be an utter disappointment for 
Holyfield and Tyson fans. 

Now, after two weeks of speculation, the Nevada State 
Athletic Commission on July 9 revoked Tyson's boxing 
liscense and fined him $3 million for biting Holyfield's 
ears. 

But what was Tyson to do after being re~tedly head 
butted and having a three-inch gash opened above his eye? 

Blood was running into his eye, hindering his sight, 
and every blow to his head increased the siz.e of the gash. 
Tyson probably knew that with the injury he had sustained 
his chances of winning were lessened, and because of his 
frustration and rage bit Holyfield's ear, not once but twice. 

Holyfield says his head butting Tyson was an 
accident. Once maybe, but twice? Who knows? 

Comic strip culture 
icon of Americana 
By BILL GLENN 
Staff Reporter 

We see their brightly colored panels peeking provoca
tively from between the folds of our Sunday newspaper. 
We see them displayed through the glass of newspaper 
vending machines. One hundred five years after the first 
cartoon was published they are still a.popular and perva
sive part of the American scene. They're the comics. 

The first comic strip published in America was the 
Little Bears and Tigers by James Swinnerton. It was car
ried in The San Francisco Examiner in 1892, but it didn't 
catch on and was short lived. 

The first successful strip, inaugurated in 1896, was 
not really a strip at all but a single panel dubbed Down in 
Hogan '.5 Alley. It was written and drawn by Richard 
Outcault as a circulation booster for Joseph Pulitzer's New 
York World. Later this strip became known as The Yellow 
Kid. The U.S. Postal Service commemorated Outcault's 
Yellow Kid'.5 100th anniversary in 1996 by issuing a se
ries of stamps. 

The hero of the Hogan's Alley series was a bald, 
beady-eyed, big-eared youngster wearing only a night
shirt. The panel depicted life in the 1890s urban slums 
with a gr~m hu_mor that appealed to the public of the time. 
And it really was a circulation booster. 

Newspaper color in those days was very poor in qual
ity. Reds and blues were all right, but yellow just didn 't 
quite make the needed impression. Charles Saalberg, the 
World's engraving foreman, developed a new color pro
cess which produced a brilliant yellow. When the hero of 
Hogan 's Alley had his night shirt printed in that garish 
hue, the strip became popularly known as The Yellow Kid. 
The name stuck. 

Another publishing giant of the time, William 
Randolph Hearst, publisher of The New York Journal, 
noted the success of the Kid and hired Outcault away from 
Pulitzer. Pulitzer rebounded by hiring George Luks, who 
later became famous as a painter, to draw the Kid for the 
World. Thus, two versions of The Yellow Kid were being 
published in two newspapers simultaneously. This was 
the origin of the term "yellow journalism" which today 
refers to sensationalized, exaggerated stories designed to 
increase circulation with little regard for the truth. 

The sideshow aspects continued with what is now 
the oldest comic strip still being published-The 
Katzenjammer Kids. Les Daniels writes in his book, 
Comi.x: A History of Comic Books in America, that the 
strip began in 1896 with Rudolph Dirks as the creator. It 
was the first strip to use "balloons" to convey dialogue. 

Dirks drew the strip for Hearst's Journal. He followed 
Outcault's example by ta~g his strip and leaving for 
greener pastures. But by that time the laws had solidified, 
so there was copyright to contend with. The courts ruled 
that Dirks could take the strip, but the title would have to 
remain with the Journal. Dirks transferred his work to the 
World but gave the strip a new name-The Captain and 
the Kids. The Journal then hired H. Knerr to continue with 
The Katzenjammer Kids. Once again two strips, slightly 
different, were running in two newspapers. 

According to Daniels, the appeal of both strips lay in 
the total disregard the two kids, Hans and Fritz, had for 
pompous authority. The strip also taught a morality. When 
Hans and Fritz wreaked mischief (their chief delight was 
stealing pies cooling on a window sill), they were invari
ably punished. The last panel in the strip frequently found 
them bawling loudly, holding the seats of their pants, while 
Mrs. Katzenjamrner surveyed the pies-safely back on 
the window sill. 

While we mark the birth of the comics with the cre
ation of The Yellow Kid, Scott McCloud in his book Un
derstanding Comics points to more distant origins. 

One example of a type of comic strip was discovered 

See Comics on Page 7 



·An work is play for COM's Urick 
By DARRYL D. COLLINS JR. 
Staff Reporter 

Recreational coordinator for the past 20 years, 
Maryann Urick is one of the veteran College of the Main
land true-blues. Under her leadership the recreational de
partment has seen continuous improvement. 

Urick graduated with a bachelor of science degree in 
recreational and leisure studies from Southern Illinois Uni
versity in Carvendale in 1975. 

However, Urick did not always have recreation in 
mind. Initially, she sought a career as an elementary school 
teacher, but decided that school was too restricting. She 
wanted to be in a field that allowed people to have variety 
and a voice in the activities planned for them. 

After graduating, Urick worked for a city recreational 
youth program in Highland Park, Ill., until her pilgrim
age to COM in August 1977, where she was hired as the 
recreational coordinator. She also attented Illinois State 
University in Bloomington, and was an exchange student 

at the University of Hawaii 
in Honolulu. 

Under Urick's guid
ance many programs have 
been implemented. They 
include fun runs, a Moon
light Madness marathon, 
various tournaments, out
door trips, triathalons, spe
cial sports for credit stu
dents, recreational commu
nity activities, and sports 
camps for children. 

Recreational programs 
Maryann Urick are important Urick said be-

cause "life is so short that we really need to try and enjoy 
each day to the fullest." She added: "Often we say that 
we're too busy to exercise or to do some of the recre
ational activities that we would like to do. But if you get 
an illness and you really get sick, all those things that 
kept you so busy don't seem to matter at all. 

"So, I believe it's worth it to exercise and to do the 
activities that you want to do while you are capable of 
doing them." 

Urick feels lucky to have a job that gives people many 
opportunities to enjoy life and to keep up their health. 

When asked about the future of COM's recreational 
program, Urick said, "We don't have anything definite in 
mind, but we're keeping our eyes open for new activities 
or events that we can try, which also crosses into our Stu
dent Activities Board." 

As if being the recreational coordinator weren't 
enough, Urick also sponsors the SAB. The board is the 
student organization which plans the Student Activities 
Calendar. The group's responsibilities.include coordinat
ing entertainment as well as educational, recreational, 
cultural and social activities in addition to planning ser
vice programs. Urick pointed out that any credit student 
ca1_1 join this organization. 

"I don't think a lot of students realize that they have 
a voice in how student activities funds are spent," Urick 
explained. "This group actually decides on activities, and 
we encourage students to get involved in it." She also 
said scholarships are available through the SAB. 1\vo are 
for $200 and three for $100, based on hours of participa
tion in special events and programs. 

"What makes working with the SAB so gratifying," 
Urick said, "is the fact that every SAB group is different 
and has some different ideas. We form a bond working so 
closely with each other to conduct activities. I enjoy that." 

Comics flourish in world of entertainment 
Continued from Page n-----------
by members of Hernando Cortes' expedition to Mexico 
in 1519. It is a story told in picture panels measuring 36 
feet long. Words and names accompany the pictures. Dat
ing from pre-Columbian times, it is the story of ·a hero 
named 8-Deer Tiger's Claw who captures a prince named 
4-Wind Serpent of Fire. It tells of ritual gladitorial com
bat and the eventual slaying of one of the princes. 

McCloud goes even further back (32 centuries) to a 
series of panels in the tomb of Menna, an ancient Egyp
tian scribe. The panels show, in sequence, the sowing of 
grain, the harvest, the threshing, a tax collector measur
ing the land for appraisal and finally, land owners being 
whipped for not paying th~ir taxes on time. 

Comics today are ever-changing; new ones appear, 
old ones fade away, and many make marks on our culture 
which might last for centuries. 

Perhaps one of the all-time favorites is Li'lAbner by 
Al_ Capp. It appeared in 1934 and quickly became a part 
of American folklore. Daniels wrote that it was the first 
truly satirical comic strip. The hero, Li'l Abner Yokum, 
lived with his Mammy and Pappy Yokum in the hillbilly 
community ofDogpatch. Capp, who tended to lean to the 
political left, exaggerated the flaws of society and pre
sented them as a counterpoint to his unsophisticated hero. 

Li'lAbner inspired a hit Broadway musical comedy 
by the same name. The musical has immortalized such 
terms as Kickapoo Joy Juice and Sadie Hawkins Day. The 
lovable, beautiful Daisy Mae will always be remembered 
for her unrelenting pursuit of Li'! Abner. 

Li'lAbner was unique in that it carried a comic strip 
within a comic strip. Li'I Abner faithfully read the saga 
of Fearless Fosdick, a parody of Dick Tracy. 

Dick Tracy, along with Buck Rogers, appeared a few 
months before the beginning of the Great Depression in . 
1929. Dick Tracy was a good-defeats-evil police story, 
while Buck Rogers was science fiction. The two provided 
escape from the financial hardships of the period. 

Some critics say that Dick Tracy was modeled a(ter 

J. Edgar Hoover, but the creator of the strip, Chester 
Gould, did not admit this. 

Dick Tracy. gave us several memorable characters 
whose physical deformities gave them their names. 
Among them were Flattop, Flyface and B.O. Plenty. Gould 
said of B.O. Plenty: "I didn't name him until after I drew 
him. Then, when I looked at him, the name just seemed to 
fit." The name did fit the unkempt man with the scraggly 
beard and the swarm of flies around his head. Wi~h Dick 
Tracy movies and Dick Tracy TV shows, Tracy undoubt
edly is woven into the American tapestry to stay. 

Little Orphan Annie became the Broadway musical 
Annie. Doonesbury was turned into a Broadway show in 
1983 with Garry Trudeau, its creator, writing the script in 
conjunction with composer Elizabeth Swados. In 1915 
Trudeau was the first comic-strip artist to win the Pulitzer 
Prize for editorial cartooning. ' 

The impact that Superman and Batman have had on 
the culture does not need to be recounted. Movies, TV 
shows, toys and puzzles are just a few of tl\e items based 
on the two comic strips. 

The sheet of stamps the Postal Service issued in 1996 
commemorating the comics was a panel of 20 stamps 
which included The Yellow Kid, The Katzenjammer Kids, 
Bringing Up Fatherand Dick Tracy. Some of these are 
relegated to history, others still delight new generations. 

Charles Schultz's Peanuts, starring Charlie Brown 
and a cast of juvenile characters thrust into quasi-adult 
situations has inspired many TV specials. The most fa
mous beagle in the world-Charlie Brown's Snoopy-is 
the hero of a series of insurance commercials. 

The list goes on and on. Some strips fade away; oth
ers take their places. Some endure for decades. The com
ics are a tradition, a permanent part of our lives. 

The next time you open your Sunday paper and take 
the comics from between its folds, remember that you are. 
looking at a century of laughs, smiles, and adventure
and an occasional tear or two; you're looking at an icon 
of Americana. 
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Summer recreation; 
exercise your options 
By DARRYL D. COLLINS JR. 
Staff Reporter 

The summer College of the Mainland recreation 
program has a wide selection of recreational activi
ties for students, faculty, staff and the community. 

Community memberships for summer recre
ation are $33 for adults, $19 for youths 17 and un
der, and $79 for family memberships, which in
cludes parents and children under 18 living in the 
same household. Visitor's fee is $3. 

Senior adults with a COM senior card use fa
cilities for free. For COM students with ID cards, 
facilities also are free. Monthly adult memberships 
are also available for $15. 

Though most of the summer events have taken 
place, an important one is left. 

The Moonlight Madness Fun Run/Walk is set 
for Friday, Aug. 1, (sign up is by July 25) starting at 
9 p.m. The run or walk will be followed by a re
freshing dip in .the COM pool. Registration fee is 
$14 per person and participants will receive a T
shirt. Awards will be given for first through fifth 
place male and female finishers in each event. 

The COM recreational department offers sev
eral facilities: a weight room, a hands free weight 
room, six tennis courts, two whirlpools, a track, a 
suana, a baseball diamond, gym for basketball and 
volleyball, two racquetball courts, an indoor swim
ming pool and an aerobic exercise room. For days 
and times consult the gym's front desk or call (409) 
938-1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 417. 

Volleyball tourney 

Tommy Slaughter of the volleyball team, Tom and 
Jerry (Team 2), spikes the ball to the blocking 
Amocolds (Team 4) In the Adult Mixed Volleyball 
League A tournament held In the COM gym June 
26. To Slaughter's left, Cherie O'Brien prepares 
to receive the blocked shot. Kathy Linch, face 
hidden by Slaughter, waits to assist. Summer 
league play ends mid-August. Sign up for fall 
leagues Is by Sept. 4. Play begins Sept. 7. 
Leagues are open to the community as well as 
COM students, faculty and staff. For Information 
call Maryann Urick at (409) 938-1211 or (281) 280-
3991, Ext. 418. (Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 
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Post office· service 
starts at bookstore 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Bookstore's list of mer
chandise grew much longer on April 1. 

On that date the COM Mailroom and Central Supply 
Services merged with the college bookstore. Conse
quently, students are now able to use the college's postal 
service and buy items not previously available to students. 

In the past bookstore personnel helped students lo
cate books for classes, find almost any school-related sup
ply and even offered trinkets for mom's birthday gift. 

But now that Central Supply is part of the bookstore, 
students can buy items in bulk, such as boxes of pens or 
Post-it Notes, or items such as heavy duty hole punchers, 
ink cartridges for printers, desk blotters and file folders. 

In addition, students can also use the college's mail 
service which is now located in the back of the bookstore 
and functions just like any other post office. 

These changes came about with the retirement in April 
of Lois Slawson, former bookstore team leader. At that 
time C.B. Wilbome, manager of the Mailroom and Cen
tral Supply, took over management of the bookstore. 

"Central Supply," said Wilbome, "is essentially the 
purchasing department for the entire college." Students 
will greatly profit from this service, he added. 

The.Mailroom addition to the bookstore allows stu
dents all the privileges and luxuries of a post office, ex
cept for being able to buy money orders. 

Wilbome is excited about the merger. 
"I endeavor to offer good service to students and to 

keep prices low at the same time, and to have books and 
other supplies in a timely manner." 

Ericka Carey peers out from her corner of the world: 
the COM post office. Now open to students, the 
Mallroom and Central Supply merged with the COM 
Bookstore April 1. Seated behind Carey Is Rosalind 
Franklin. (Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

Bookstore hours are Mondays and Tuesdays 8:30 
a.m.-7 p.m., Wednesdays and Thursdays 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 
and Fridays 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Central Supply and 
Mailroom hours are Mondays-Fridays 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

The post office, Central supply as well as the book
store are closed Saturdays and Sundays. 

For bookstore information call (409) 938-1211 or 
(281) 280-3991, Ext. 239. For post office and Central 
Supply information call Ext. 208. 

Small business advice available at COM 
By JORDAN DAVIS 
Staff Reporter 

President Clinton has often said that the backbone of 
the American economy is small business. The duty of the 
Small Business Development Center, located in the Col
lege of the Mainland TechnicalNocational Building, 
Room T-23, is to ensure that the Galveston County piece 
of that backbone remains intact. 

Founded in the mid-1980s, the Small Business De
velopment Center is a non-profit, grant supported coun
seling center and clearinghouse. It is for the use, free of 
charge, to people wanting to start a small business and 
those who already own one. 

"Most businesses fail because the owners fail to do 
their homework," said Elizabeth Boudreau, director of the 
SBDC since 1994. 

The COM business center was founded in 1987 by 
Ed Socha, former director of Business Education, to fos
ter small business entrepreneurship in the Galveston 
County area. Socha currently serves as interim dean of 
Continuing Education. 

The center is one of several in a network headquar
tered at the University of Houston main campus. Under 
the supervision of the regional headquarters of the SBDC 
system, the .UH Lead Center, the COM business center 
receives research, support and federal money, in addition 
to COM funding. 

The SBDC, supplemented by grants from the Small 
Business Administration, offers counseling on tax and le
gal issues, help in securing loans, and support and advice 
after start-up to small business owners. 

Area businesses who owe their success to the SBDC 
counselors include Kids First Day Care and M&M Print
ing, both of Texas City. The center attracts more than 600 
clients each year; 450 of them come from areas outside 
of Galveston County, Boudreau said. 

Seminars offered by the center are a large part of the 
service it provides to the community. Offered through 
COM Continuing Education, they are designed to assist 
those interested in starting and operating a small busi
ness. 

"(The seminars) give people a. better idea of what 
one needs to start a business from the ground up," said 
Kenneth Escobar, the center's training coordinator. "They 
also let people know that starting a small business is not 
easy; a seminar prepares them for the long road to suc
cess." 

The most popular of the seminars is a free session 
called Starting and Operating a Small Business. The June 
session of the seminar attracted a record 74 area citizens. 

Escobar contracts area experts to teach the seminars. 
For instance, the popular seminar Starting and Operating 
a Small Business is taught by Andrew Connell, owner of 
the Entrepreneur's Center in Houston, a consulting group 
for owners of home-based businesses. 

Three Hours Inside Your Computer is designed to in
struct attendees about the inner workings of a personal 
computer. 

Those interested in the center's services should con
tact the office and make an appointment to speak to one 
of the center's cons1;1ltants. 

"I will sit down with new clients and discuss all as
pects of their business," said Nicole Carter, an accountamt 
who counsels SBDC clients. "Then I can help them de
velop a business plan, an invaluable document in the quest 
for loans and other business-related matters." 

"The best thing that the SBDC does is promote COM 
in League City and the Clear Lake area," Boudreau said. 
"I cannot count the number of people in Clear Lake who 
had no idea that the College of the Mainland was so close." 

For more information contact the Small Business De
velopment Center at (409) 938-1211 or (281) 280-3991, 
Ext 494. 

Phipps assists students 
in Continuing Education 
By MICHELLE IDLL 
Staff Reporter 

If you have called Cltuck .Buddenhagen's office or 
the Continuing Education department at College of the 
Mainland, chances are you have spoken to Carolyn Phipps. 

Phipps has worked aJ COM for almost two decades. 
In August she will celebrate her 20th anniversary. For the 
last five years she has been the Continuing Education pro
gram a§istant working closely with Buddenhagen, ,di
rector of Continuing Education and Community Services. 
Buddenhagen characterizes Phipps as "my right hand." 

During her first 15 years at COM, Phipps worked in 
the Office of International Programs. This job ended when 
the head of the program left for a job with the Council on 
Foreign Affairs in Houston. The only job available to 
Phipps at the time was in Continuing Education. 

When Phipps first began her secretarial work at 
COM, no computers were being used. And when they 
came along, Phipps did not like, trust or want to operate 
them. "Now I find them very useM with all the classes 
and schedules that we have to do." · 

Phipps really enjoys working at COM and said the 
best part of her job is the other COM employees. "I think 
of my arworkers like a b'ig family." Her arworkers are 
all friendly and she really enjoys working with the stu
dent a§istants. Co-workers also think highly of Phipps. 
According to Gayle Mc Guffin, a Continuing Education 
piano instructor, Phipps is a great supervisor and McGuffin 
loves working with her. Buddenhagen agreed. '1t is a plea
sure to work with S()meone ~ho will be honest with you 
about thin~ but still be nice." 

When not working. Phipps likes to go bicycling and 
boating. "In fact," she said, "last weekend I spent too much 
time out in the sun and I got burned" Phipps also spends 
as much time as she can with her four grandsons aged 9, 
11, 12 and 16. In addition she enjoys water exercise 
classes at COM and reading. 

''I kwe to read. It is one of my most favorite hob
bies," Phipps said "I have probably read every Danielle 
Steele and Mary Higgins Oarke novel ever written; they 
are just my kind of books." 

Assisting prospective students over the phone is one 
of many jobs Carolyn Phipps performs as the 
program assistant In the Continuing Education 
department Phipps has worked at COM for almost 
two decades. She now works with Chuck Budden
hagen, director of Continuing Education and 
Community Services, coordinating classes and 
registering students. (Photo by Rosalind Marshall} 



COM Grounds Maintenance Team mascot Giselle 
stands over her seven nursing puppies In her kennel. 
Giselle "had the puppies In May and four of them still 
need new homes. · (Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 
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Campus beagle Giselle has puppies 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Assistant Editor 

Giselle's a mom! The pet beagle of the Grounds Main
tenance Team at College of the Mainland is now the proud 
mother of seven puppies. It wasn't exactly a planned fam
ily, however . . 

Giselle, who has been a periodic visitor to the cam
pus for the past five years, became a permanent resident 
last winter after two good Samaritans, Grounds Mainte
nance Team members Dorothy Kemp and Rosie Myers, 
took her under their wing. 

· Giselle was involved in a scooter accident last No
vember, so Kemp and Myers made sure she had the treat
ment and care she needed to recover. They took her to a 
Texas City veterinary clinic and raised the money to pay 
the bill by appealing for donations. Giselle was then 
adopted by a student assistant working in the Mailroom 
at the time. Dianna Phillips took her home just before 
Christmas. 

Giselle had other ideas, however. She dug her way 
out of Phillips' fenced-in yard in Texas City and walked 

the almost seven miles back to COM. Kemp and Myers 
figured she was back to stay this time and made Giselle a 
dog house out of an unused lean-to, where she has all the 
home comforts a dog could wish for. 

The plan wa& to get Giselle spayed, using donated 
money from a benefactor who wishes to remain anony
mous. Giselle, yet again, had other ideas and managed to 
get out of her secured home one weekend for a reckless 
fling with a handsome Rottweiler. It seems she didn' t un
derstand about family planning, however, and gave birth 
to a litter of puppies at the end of May. 

"As soon as she's stopped nursing, we'll take her back 
to the vet and get her fixed," Kemp said. 

Of the seven puppies, five boys and two girls, all have 
Rottw_eiler markings except the runt who looks just like 
his mom. Three of the puppies, to include the runt, have 
gone to new homes already, and Kemp and Myers are 
looking for more responsible owners for the other four. 

Donations of dog food and/or money for Giselle can 
be made to Kemp and Myers in the Maintenance Build
ing across from the TechnicalNocation Building. And a* 
them to take you to visit Giselle, she loves the attention. 

High schoolers gain SuperStart on college at COM 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Staff Reporter 

This summer 42 area high school seniors and juniors 
were given an opportunity to get a head start on their sec
ondary education by taking college classes at College of 
the Mainland. 

COM paid the tuition, fees and books of this year's 
participants in the SuperStart program held during the first 
summer session. 

.SuperStart gives graduating and upcoming seniors a 
look at what collegds all about. In addition to keeping 
up with their schoolwork, SuperStart students have many 
on-campus activities, such as a seminar on how to use the 

Internet and speakers on various career options. They also 
took several career-oriented field trips to places, such as 
the Galveston County Courthouse and the University of 
Texas Medical Branch in Galveston. 

English Professor Ouida Sanmann initiated the 
SuperStart program in 1987 at the request of Dr. Donald 
G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student Development. 
Dean Bass saw the success of a similar program at Blinn 
College in Brenham and thought the program would bene
fit both COM and high school students. 

The program became a success and several years later 
developmental math teacher Jess Olive began working 
with Sanmann on SuperStart. After two years of joint 
work, Sanmann gave Olive entire control of the program: 

SuperStart criteria for applicants include: 1) being in 
the 11th or 12th grade; 2) having a strong letter of recom
mendation from a teacher; 3) having an ACT score of at 
least 24 or an SAT score of at least 1000; and 4) being in 
the top 25 percent of their graduating class. Students who 
have met all requi,ements are then chosen on the basis of 
their response to essays. 

This year's SuperStart •students are from Texas City, 
La Marque, Dickinson, Santa Fe, O'Connell (Galveston) 
and Abundant Life (La Marque) high schools. 

This year's participants could-choose to take English, 
biology, chemistry or college algebra as part of the pro
gram. Students could also take additional classes, but at 
their own expense. 

COM offers flexible learning r-------------------------, 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Staff Reporter 

Do you want to take college classes but have a problem with time or transportation? 
If you find yourself in one of these dilemmas, College of the Mainland has the solution. 

Telecourses, satellite campuses or weekend classes may be your answer. 
Telecourses are classes students take via television. They -are a part of the Distance 

Leaming program COM offers in conjunction with Galveston College. The classes are 
designed for students who for a variety of reasons cannot regularly attend classes. 

COM satellite campuses, located at Clear Creek and Friendswood high schools, are 
another option for students' unable to attend classes on the COM campus. 

The third option is weekend classes. These classes are held at COM Friday evenings 
and Saturdays. Of the three options, weekend classes offer the most course selections. 
Weekend class registration will be held at COM during regular registration, Aug. 26-27. 

Students who enroll in telecourses have three options: 1) They may watch classes on 
television, broadcast by KUHT-TV Houston (Channel 8) at specified times; or 2) they 
may watch videos of the class in the college library (either COM or GC) during library 
hours; or 3) they may rent the videos from either college for $29.95 per semester. Tele-
course classes are History 1301 and Government 2301. . 

All students who take telecourses must attend a mandatory orientation Sept. 6 at 
COM in Room T-07 in the TechnicalNocational Building. Students unable to attend the 
orientation must call GC at (409) 763-6551, Ext. 330, to set up an orientation. Telecourse 
students are required to take three tests during the semester at either COM or GC. 

The purpose of holding classes at satellite campuses is twofold: 1) the classes make 
_education convenient for students and 2) attract new students to COM, said Alex Pratt, 
associate dean of Educational Programs and coordinator for alternative programs. 

A variety of courses are available at the satellite campuses: Clear Cretk and 
Friendswood high schools. At Clear Creek, classes are held Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday evenings; at Friendswood, classes are held Monday evenings. 

Students attending satellite campuses pay in-district tuition, Pratt said. Registration 
for satellite campuses will be at Clear Creek High School or at COM Aug. 26-27. 

For more information about telecourses, satellite ~ampuses or weekend classes call 
Elizabeth Hasserd, Social Science program assistant at (409) 938-1211 or (281) 280-
3991, Ext. 212. 

$1 off any Haircut 
$3 off any Perm or Color 

(with coupon) 

2027 10th Ave.N. 
Tradewinds Plaza Center 

Texas City 
·1 Call for an appt. 409-945-7975 M-S 9 a.m.-6:30 p.m. L-------------------------~ r-------s-;-oo-a~------1 

OFF ANYTHING : 
(WITH COUPON) I 

COUPON EXPIRES WHEN YOU DO -

ATLAS ! 
TRANSMISSION I 

Division of Transmission USAe Major Credit Cards I 
M-F 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 3016 PALMER HIGHWAY TEXAS CITY Accepted I 
SAT 8 a.m.-12 p.m. (409) 945-9456 Finance Available I 
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Dendy joins police team 
By BILL GLENN 
Staff Reporter 

Thomas Dendy, the 
newest member of the 
College of the Mainland 
Police Team, said that he 
has been in public service 
work since he was 16. At 
that age he was a member 
of the Bacliff Junior Vol
unteer Fire Department. 

Dendy took emer
gency medical service 
training at COM and for a Th.omas Dendy 
time served with the sheriff's department as a medical 
deputy in the Galveston County Jail. He served with the 
Tiki Island Police Department for four years and then with 
the Hitchcock Police Department for five years. 

Dendy said he moved around searching for a place 
where he could best use his belief that a police officer 
must have compassionate feelings for the less fortunate. 
Officers need to act in a friendly way with the public. 

"I think I can do that here at the college. I've met and 
talked to a lot of people since I've been here." 

Dendy has an Emergency Medical Technician cer
tificate which permits him to perform basic medical ser
vices in emergencies. 

He coordinated classes with the Galveston County 
Auto Crimes Task Force and conducted a 32-hour course 
in professional police driving (low-speed, high-stress driv
ing) at the COM Police Academy in early July. 

The officer has a job-related hobby: police memora
bilia. One prized artifact is an antique Galveston Police 
Department badge. "It's the type used in the 1850s." 

COM musicals offered 
on UHCL Bayou stage 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Assistant Editor 

Think of summer entertainment from College of 
the Mainland Arena Theatre and what springs to mind? 
Musicals. Singing and dancing, chorus lines, lavish cos
tumes and sets, and the excellent venue of the theater 
at University of Houston-Clear Lake. 

Since 1993, when the joint venture with UHCL 
began with a production of Guys and Dolls, the Arena 
Theatre has had the annual opportunity to stage musi
cals in a theater with a seating capacity of 500-plus, 
more than twice that at COM. Success continued with 
Peter Pan in 1994, Annie Get Your Gun in 1995 and 
Carousel last year. 

"Moving 10-12 miles closer to Houston gives us 
a chance1b be exposed to an audience base very dif
ferent to our own," said Associate Director Mark A. 
Adams. "And we can also draw actors from north of 
Houston who would not travel down to COM." 

As UHCL no longer has a theater department, the 
theater is used at a minimum the rest of the year, Adams 
explained. With the Arena Theatre's summer musical, 
UHCL gets a major production occupying its theater 
for the summer. 

Another advantage to the collaboration is UHCL's 
contribution to the budget, making the often expen
sive musicals easier to finance. While the Arena The
atre does its own publicity, the UHCL staff contrib
utes by designing and producing posters. 

The Arena Theatre's own technical staff members 

In a scene from this summer's COM Arena Theatre 
musical, Annie Warbucks, Annie (Emily Mitchell) 
hugs one of her hairier co-stars, Sandy (Luzlan 
Maestro). The show Is being staged at UHCL July 
31-Aug. 17. (Photo courtesy of COM Arena Theatre) 

work at UHCL for the production, with some advisory 
support from the technical staff there. 

Adams directs this summer's production of Annie 
Warbucks, a new musical from the creators of Annie, 
which runs July 31-Aug. l 7. For ticket prices and show 
times call (409) 938-1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 345. 

Costumer has it all sewn up at COM Arena Theatre 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Assistant Editor 

Appearances can be deceiving. In her white labcoat 
and horn-rimmed glasses, it's hard to imagine red-haired 
Mary Louise Daniels wowing audiences across Austra
lia, Europe and the Far East with her high kicks and sing-

Mary Louise Daniels, COM Arena Theatre's costumer, 
stands among costumes she designed and made for 
Once In A Lifetime, staged at COM this spring. The 
costumes are on dlsplay In the foyer of the Fine Arts 
Building. (Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

ing. But that's how Daniels, College of the Mainland Arena 
Theatre's costumer, became involved in the theater. 

Born in Brisbane, Australia, Daniels won a state 
scholarship to study operatic singing at 16. From the age 
of about 12 she never had any question of her doing any
thing else, she says. "I've always been able to sing, was 
always being asked to sing." 

Daniels worked as a singer, dancer and actress, and 
had one 12-year stint at a theater restaurant in Hong Kong. 
She made her own costumes, and demand for her design
ing and sewing talents soon grew. 

Daniels first came to the United States in 1980 as a 
tourist, knowing only one person, an acquaintance she 
had met in Australia. In 1981 she ended up marrying that 
acquaintance, Dr. Jerry Daniels, a rheumatologist. Dr. 
Daniels serves as an associate chair of medicine at the 
University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston. 

Once in the United States, Daniels began working 
with Lone Star Productions which puts on the outdoor 
musicals at the ampitheater in Galveston. After appear
ances in The Lone Star and Annie Get Your Gun, she be
gan performing in productions at the COM Arena The
atre and helped out with making the costumes. 

Daniels began her current run as costumer for the 
Arena Theatre in September 1995. Her duties include de
signing and making costumes for all the plays and musi
cals. From her first sketches to the finished products worn 
on opening night, this can take as long as three months. 

The process starts with the first production meeting 
during which the director, technical staff and Daniels sort 
out details such as not creating a blue dress for a scene 
where the wearer ·sits on a blue couch. She provides 
sketches for this meeting, and the director gives his ap
proval, or not, to the ideas. After auditions and casting, 
Daniels brings her tape measure to the first cast meeting 
to get everyone's measurements. And woe betide anyone 
who gains or loses much weight until the play is over. 

Then the sewing begins. And the hat making. And 
I 

the shoe dyeing. And the wig teasing. 
Daniels' main source of help is seamstress Norma 

Adley, who bas worked in the costume shop since the 
Guys and Dolls production in 1993. Daniels also has help 
from the student program she has set up, which helps COM 
students learn about sewing and costume making. 

The summer musicals provide the most work for the 
costume shop. In this summer's Annie Warbucks (the con
tinuation of Annie), for example, 29 cast members need 
between five and six costumes each. 

The musicals are always a joint community effort," 
Daniels says. "For Carousel, we had one volunteer who 
made all the frilly petticoats and another who made all 
the pantaloons." Daniels may be designing or sewing for 
more than one show at a time and often puts in long days 
when productions are in full swing. 

Associate Director Mark A. Adams directs .the Arena 
Theatre's musicals and Executive Director Jack Westin 
directs the plays. "They are both extremely helpful in the 
planning stage," Daniels says. "It 's really a collaborative 
effort." 

Plays, rather than musicals are a relatively new ex
perience for Daniels and costumes for the plays are most 
challenging, she says, because they take place in differ
ent time periods, anything from the 1800s to the 1950s to 
modern day. "To get the right look and combine that with 
the right colors, each one is challenging in its own way." 

The most technically difficttlt costumes were the ani
mals in Peter Pan Daniels says. "lt was the first time I 
had ever made animals, but it was my favorite produc
tion, along with the clothes in Annie Get Your Gun." 

A special event in Daniel 's family life occurred ear
lier this year when her only daughter from her first mar
riage, Robyn, got married in Las Vegas to the son of actor 
James Coburn. Robyn and her new husband, James 
Coburn IV both work in the film industry; she is a pro
duction designer and he is a sound mixer. And the wed
ding dress? A Daniels original, of course. 

• I ' 



P-Tech success story 
for COM, Texas City 
Continued from Page 1----------

tance of COM, a committee was formed to study the ad
vantages of having a program that provides a better edu
cated work force for the local industries. As a result in 
1994 COM's Process Technology Program was initiated. 

"We' ll be three years old at the end of the summer," 
said Bill Raley, associate dean of Technical Education Pro
grams, who heads up the program at COM.' "The program 
has been absolutely successful. It has helped the local in
dustries to reduce their training costs, which enables them 
to be more competitive in the workplace." 

Troy Waters, a process technology coordinator at 
COM, agreed. "This program has been highly successful." 
Waters is actually an employee of Training and Develop
ment Systems of Houston and is on loan to COM to man
age the program. 

"I'm the one who works with the budget, hires the 
instructors and just manages the program," he said. "We' re 
very pleased with the cooperation we've had here at COM." 

"That's a valuable way to get the experience the re
fineries are requiring now," Waters said. 

Dennis Link, who is a process foreman at Amoco, 
said the benefits of a program such as COM's are two
fold. First of all, new operators at each of the area's refin
eries will be better educated for their jobs and secondly, 
there will be a built-in pool of potential employees. 

"COM made a significant commitment to the pro
gram by putting up around $500,000 for new labs, equip
ment and classrooms," Link said. Each of the participat
ing refineries also put up $21,000 for scholarships. "Now, 
the graduates who come out of the program at COM have 
a stronger grasp of what is needed from an operator." 

The Process Technology Program, or P-Tech as it has 
come to be known, is now the largest program at COM, 
with 300 stude.11ts (53.5 percent females and minorities). 
It is a two-year curriculum ttiat offers students skills 
needed for the petrochemical industry. T~e program also 
provides individuals an opportunity to attain a $35,000-
to-$55,000-a-year job with excellent benefits for only a 
$2,000 investment at COM. 

While the program was still just being talked about, 
developers obtained a commitment from plant managers 
to hire program graduates, and they have kept their word. 
All students (47) in the initial graduating class (spring 
1996) are working in local plants as Process Operators. 

The program is helping the petrochemical industries 
dramatically increase their diversity. Of the students al
ready placed, 23.4 percent are female, 21.3 percent are 
Hispanic and 14.9 percent are African-American. 

The plants need approximately 50 new hires each year 
and the P-Tech Program eventually will be able to fulfill 
that need with highly skilled workers representing a cross 
section of local communities. • 

According to Raley, since COM has started the P-Tech 
Program, at least five other community colleges have ei
ther started or will start such a program this coming fall. 

"There's no way we can meet the job demand alone," 
he said. "There are at least 1,200 job openings each year 
in the petrochemical industry." 

Best of all, the program has ushered in a new era of 
cooperation between industries and the community col
lege. The industries were able to put aside their own agen
das to work together on a common goal while the college 
was able to confront a significant shortcoming in its abil
ity to serve the community. 

The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board has 
given the P-Tech program an "exemplary status" rating, 
and the Tech-Prep Program at Texas City High School, 
an integral piece of the program framework, was recog
nized in March for "outstanding promotion and imple
mentation" by the Gulf Coast Tech Prep Consortium. 

"Everything we dreamed about has come true," Link 
said. "We wanted a workforce that would make safety a 
top priority, protect the environment and contribute to the 
bottom line with new ideas and by being team players. 

"We wanted all of that and have gotten it in a short 
period of time." 
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Mills-Flood to study demography a( UT-Austin 
Continued from Page 1----------

Typical research projects may focus on the effects 
of race on infant mortality or the impact of population 
on the deforestation of the Amazon Rain Forest. Many 
academic disciplines are incorporated into the popula
tion studies-fields as varied as sociology and history, 
political science and social work-so the program at
tracts students from many fields of study. 

Mills-Flood said his interest in demographics was 
an offshoot of his interest in surfing the Internet. He 
was a frequent visitor to the demographics web pages 
of research universities such as the University of Penn
sylvania, where he one day hopes to do graduate work. 

"I learned as much out of the classroom as in the 
classroom via the Internet." 

Mills-Flood hopes to study many aspects of popu
lation, but wishes to focus on epidemilogical history, 
or the study of tren_ds in disease. 

"(The study of medical history) shows patterns of 
disease and is of value in fighting disease," he said. "It 
interests me because it combines two fields I enjoy: 
history and biology. Information of this nature is very 
valuable to hospitals and international aid agencies." 

As a Mellon fellow, Mills-Flood will receive a re
newable, $700 per semester scholarship as well as a 
$2,000 per semester stipend for his work as a re
searcher. He will also enjoy access to the dynamic ar~ 
ray of computing systems at UT, a chance to attend 
population studies conferences and special non-credit 
training courses for Mellon fellows. 

Mills-Flood credits his receipt of the award to two 
things: the fact that he took a broad range of courses 
and the COM faculty. 

"I think that one of the reasons that I got this fel
lowship is that I didn't specialize in one certain area," 
Mills-Flood said. 

"I was just finding my way," he said. "By taking a 
variety of classes, I didn't pigeonhole myself into one 
thing, which is a mistake that many students make. 
And, I don't think there has been one class here that I 
didn't like." 

Mills-Flood found his way under the tutelage of 
history Professor Larry Smith. 

"Professor Smith opened my eyes to things I could 
never have seen before," he said. "He opened my eyes 
to more than the nuts and bolts of history." 

Mills-Flood also gives credit to other COM pro
fessors he has had. 

"Michael Bordelon taught me how to think. Roger 
Stallings taught me how to speak. Larry Smith taught 
me how to evaluate. And Joanna Kile taught me to have 
faith in myself, but I regret that I cannot thank ( or men
tion) all of the people at COM who have contributed 
to my success." 

Mills-Flood, who begins his studies Aug. 22, will 
spend two to three years at UT, taking a variety of 
classes, after which he plans to attend graduate school. 
Someday he would like to teach, and sees himself do
ing research in a setting similar to his position at UT. 

"I'll bl studying for the rest of my life." 

Financial aid available through Texas grant 
Continued from Page 1---........ ..--....... =---
because the grant is need-based. 

A number of other criteria must be met by applicants, 
according to information supplied by Miles. They must 
have graduated from high school in the last 24 months 
and have a high school cumulative grade point average of 
.80 or more on a scale of 100. Applicants have to be en-

rollecifull time (12hours or.more)_and maintain satisfac
tory progress. They must not have been convicted of a 
felony, and they must have been a resident of Texas for at 
least 12 months prior to applying for a grant. 

For more information about Texas Tuition Assistance 
Grants call Student Financial Services at (409) 938-1211 
or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 274. 

Summer 1997 lnterCOM Staff 

Although journalists have leaned to the left historically, the summer 1997 lnterCOM staff seems to be 
leaning to the right. From left are Darryl D. Collins Jr.; Jordan Davis; Michelle HIii; BIii Glenn; Patricia Hill, 
managing editor; and Rosalind Marshan, assistant editor. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

.,, 
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'Tuister' whirls through Student Center 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Assistant Editor 

Beverly Mitchell thought it was just another ordinary 
day at the College of the Mainland Student Center. 

Mitchell, the Student Center coordinator, watched the 
regular lunch time crowd of 
COM students, faculty and 
staff, as well as summer high 
schoolers, milling around the 
cafeteria, chatting, laughing 
and eating. But the stormy 
weather passing through the 
campus was about to tum Tues
day, June 17, into a day she 
would never forget. 

"I looked at the lake and 
saw all the ripples," Mitchell 
said. "Then I heard a large 
crash. A turbulence came 
around the corner, the trees 
started being whipped around 
and that front window just got 
sucked out." 

The large pane of glass 
from the comer window facing 
Lake Eckert landed about a foot 
outside and broke into two large 
pieces, Mitchell said. 

"Then the little twister 
went right along the lake. It was 
pretty scary." 

outward and there was glass all over the ground. Fortunately, 
it was not blown inward, or the people sitting nearby would 
have been hurt. I was most impressed with the maintenance 
crew who were there within minutes, clearing up the glass." 

Despite the heavy rain and having to get boards cut to 
size, the gap was boarded up within 30 minutes. 

Bob Kostelecky, director 
of the COM physical plant, 
said, "The custodians cleared 
up the glass and water inside, 
the grounds crew cleared up 
the glass outside, and the 
maintenance crew boarded up 
the window. It was a three
team effort." 

The maintenance crew is 
part of COM's Safety Team, 
and during college hours 
COM's Emergency Response 
Team provides immediate 
first aid care. 

If a dangerous weather 
situation arises, COM follows 
Galveston County's evacua
tion procedure. 

COM has its own emer
gency disaster plan which the 
Police Team is in the process 
of updating. 

Immediately after the win
dow smashed, high winds and 
torrential rain followed, pouring 
through the 6 by 10 foot 9 inch 
gap left by the missing window 
and soaking the dining area 
floor. The winds were so strong 

COM Grounds Maintenance Team members Dorothy 
Kemp (left), Steve Downey (center) and Troy Terrell pick 
up broken glass after a mini-tornado sucked out the 
corner window in the Student Center during lunch time 
letting rain pour in June 17. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Information on college 
closures is broadcast on ra
dio stations KTRC (950 
AM), KIKK (95. 7 FM), 
KTRH (740 AM) and 
KODA (99.1 FM) out of 
Houston and KGBC (1540 
AM) out of Galveston. Lo
cal TV stations, channels 2, 
11 and 13 cover serious situ-

they blew all the doors open on the south side of the build
ing and just left them flapping, Mitchell recounted. 

Many people panicked. Some high schoolers rushed 
for the phones to call parents to come pick them up. Mitchell 
advised those who were worried to sit under the stairway in 
the Student Center, or, for those who were determined to 
leave the building, to head for the gym, which is the desig
nated safe house on campus. 

Chuck Buddenhagen, director of Continuing Educa
tion and Community Services: was working on a computer 
in the Student Center at the time. "I heard a tremendous 
bang and then a crash, and I ran right over to make sure 
nobody was hurt," he said. "The window had been sucked 

ations. The Texas City emergency cable channel, 64, will 
post information about college closures. Plans also are 
underway to add college closure announcements to the 
Touch-Tone phone choices at the COM switchboard. 

Because June through November is hurricane sea
son on the Gulf Coast, COM Police Officer Arbry Clifton 
recommends that everyone should have a hurricane track
ing chart. The charts, which are available frbm the COM 
police department, include useful emergency informa
tion and tips. 

Following the Student Center incident, Mitchell 
quipped, "We're putting forward a proposal that the COM 
cafeteria be renamed. We want to call it: '1\visters. "' 

~J¥~#1&7iiwAI r 
LRCsewer 
backs up 
Continued from Page 1-
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"ALL YOU CAN EAT" Buffet (dine-in only) 
Garden Fresh Salad Bar 

Hamburgers 
Chicken Fried Steak Sandwiches 

Stuffed Baked Potatoes 
Daily Plate Lunch Special 

Mon-Thurs 11 am-3pm Friday 11 am-9pm 

Show your current student 1.0. and get a 10% discount on the "All You Can Eat" 
buffet (dine-in only)! Senior citizen & teacher discount also available! 

A two-man crew from 
Trey Industries of Texas City 
made the first repair. They had 
to chop a hole in a wall to ac
cess a cleanout which had not 
been used in 25 years. Then 
they removed the obstacle with 
a machine similar to the "sewer 
snakes" used by homeowners. 

"Both tampons and sani
tary napkins should be dis
posed of properly-not flush
ed," Kostelecky said. Recep
tacles for feminine hygiene 
products are located within 
each stall of the women's rest 
rooms. 

People Speak Out 
By MICHELLE HILL Staff Reporter and 
ROSALIND MARSHALL Assistant Editor 

Summer is vacation time; unfortunately, many 
of us are busy with school, jobs, family and other 
commitments. As a result, many of us are unable 
to take our dream vacations. Nothing, however, can 
stop us from planning the perfect vacation in our 
imaginations-shopping in Europe, lazy days on 
the beach with an attractive movie star or big game 
fishing in the Cayman Islands. Because we on the 
InterCOM staff also are too busy for a vacation, 
InterCOM asked: "What is your fantasy summer 
vacation? Where and with whom would you go?" 

Ebony Yvette Barnett: 
My fantasy summer va
cation is to go to Hawaii 
with Will Smith. We'd 
relax, go swimming, lay 
out in the sun and just 
have fun. We'd prob
ably get married, too. 

Brian Hildebrand: 
I'd go ahead and go to 
Sicily; then check out 
Germany, drive fast, die
sel, four-cylinder cars on 
the Autobahn. After that 
I guess I'd have to go to 
Colorado. I'd take ev
erybody. I'd take my 
girlfriend Terri, my best 
friend Aaron, my brother 
Jason and see, we'd go 
to Sicily and pick up my 
friend Lenny (he's in the 
Navy) and we'd haul 
him around for a while. 

✓ 

Matt Marciano: 
I would go to Cancun, 
kick back and relax on 
the beach with Pamela 
Anderson. I'd go skiing, 
sailing, snorkeling. 

Gina Kay: 
Australia and with Sam 
Elliot. I dated a guy 
from Australia and it 
seems gorgeous. It's 
just one place I'd like to 
go. I'm gonna go when 
I hit the lottery. 

)ack McCunn: 
I'd like to go back to the 
Grand Cayman (Is
lands) with the Swedish 
Bikini Team. The water 
is crystal clear; light 
will penetrate 100 feet. 
There's marlin and wa
hoo fishing, good scuba 
diving. I'd really like to 
go back. It'd be a great 
place to go with a girl
friend or two or three. 
And you said fantasy 
vacation? It would defi
nitely be one of mine. 

Holly Jones: 
I'd take my friend Kari 
Kane to Europe so we 
could go shopping with 
Daddy's credit card. 
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COM Open House 
celebrates 30 years 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Co-Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland hosted a campuswide Open House 
Sunday afternoon, Oct. 5. 

The Open House, which according to several estimates drew 
more than 2,000 people, was the finale of CO M's 30th Anniver
sary celebrations. 

"Charter Day (held in April) recognized members of the 
staff and faculty who were here at the beginning," said Dr. Lee 
McGriggs, 30th Anniversary Committee chairman. "Convoca
tion (in August) highlighted the legacy and vision of College of 
the Mainland. And Open House was a way to allow the college 
to open its door to the community and show what we have done." 

COM offered numerous outdoor activities and demonstra
tions, displays and hands-on exhibits in various locations all over 
campus tliroughout the afternoon. 

The petting zoo, which featured baby pigs, goats and a llama 
among other animals, seemed to delight children of all ages. Ca
noe rides on Lake Eckert, hay rides all over campus and specialty 
kite demonstrations were popular attractions. A balloon toss and 
a puppet show also proved a favorite with the children. 

Photography students helped people dress in costumes and 
took their portraits. The hbrary offered college scrapbooks, team 

See Fountain-Page 8 

President Larry L. Stanley speaks at the Norman Albert Koneman Ill Fountain dedication during the 30th Anni
versary Open House celebration Sunday, Oct. 5. The president is flanked on either side by Koneman' s parents. 
Videotaping the event In the background Is Dorothy McDermott. (Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

New Houston-area telephone number toll-free COM student abducted; 
burglary suspect detained College of the Mainland has .a new Houston telephone 

number: (888) 258-8859. The old number (281) 280-3991 is 
now invalid. Calls to the 800 number from the greater Hous
ton area are free. When dialing the Houston area from COM, it 

Eva Neinas, President Larry L Stanley' s executive sec
retary holds the plaque she was awarded as COM' s 
first Employee of the Year. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

is not necessary to dial 1 or O before dialing 281 or 713. 
Because the college's previous long distance carrier went 

out of business, as of Oct 1, the old line is not usable. Calls to 
the old number receive a recording giving the new number. 

Eva Neinas selected 
Employee of the Year 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Co-Assistant Editor 

Eva Neinas, executive secretary to College of the 
Mainland President Larry L. Stanley, is COM's first
ever Employee of the Year. 

"It's a real honor to have all the recognition that 
comes with being named Employee of the Year," Neinas 
said. She received the award at ConvocationAug. 5. 

Neinas, who was named COM Employee of the 
Month for November 1996; explained the process of 
how the Employee of the Year was picked. 

"The process begins with employees of the col
lege nominating other employees for COM Employee 
of the Month," she explained. "I believe this is done 
anonymously." An employee is picked each month. 
Then all the nomination ballots of the 12 employees 
chosen as employees of the month are scored. The scor
ing involves evaluating responses to questions on the 
ballots and giving the resp(?nse a numerical score. Once 
all the ballots are ~cored, everyone's score is tallied to 

See Neinas Page 7 

By SHALLON FLEMING 
Staff Reporter 

Campus crime is on the rise as College of the Main
land experienced two criminal offenses in one week. 

On Sep. 29 COM Police Officer Robyn (Hensley) 
Ring was informed by the Texas City Police Department 
that an aggravated kidnapping had occurred on campus 

I • earlier that day. 
On Oct. 1 COM Police Officers Willie Huerta and 

Vernette Jones arrested a suspect for the buiglary of a 
vehicle parked on campus. 

Police do not consider the two crimes related. 
In the kidnapping, an 18-year-old male w~s on his 

way to band practice at approximately 6:15 p.m. when he 
was approached by the alleged kidnapper in a COM park
ing lot off Amburn Road. 

The student was rolling up his window when "the 
passenger door opened and I saw a black man standing 
there." He added, "He must have been crouched behind a 
car or something because the only people I saw were walk
ing in the distance on their way to class." 

The student then related the man addressed him by 
name and asked had he attendedTexas City High School. 
The student replied the man's face looked familiar, but he 
couldn't remember the suspect's name. The man then iden
tified himself as «Jay" and asked for a ride to Houston. 

When the student did not comply, the suspect alleg
edly pulled out a "buck knife" with a blade at least three 
inches long and said, "Can you take me to Houstonnow?" 

See Criminal Page 7 
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The band, Down to Earth, performs during the COM Welcome Kickoff held Tuesday, Sept 16. Pictured from left are Gale 
Evans, keyboard and vocals; David Armendariz, vocals; Leslie Thompson, lead vocals; W illie Turner, bass guitar; and John 
Davis, keyboard. Drummer Cleveland Hendricks Ill is hidden behind Armendariz. SAB sponsors the semi-annual event 
which gives students the opportunity to learn about campus clubs and organizations. (Photo by Patricia HIIQ 

COM kicks off fall semester with party 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

The Student Activities Board hosted the College 
of the Mainland Welcome Kickoff Tuesday, Sept. 16, 
during College Hour, 12:30-1:20 p.m. 

Students standing in line to get free hot dogs 
and sodas were able to examine rocks and fossils 
displayed by the Geology Club and to receive good
ies and club information from SAB members. 

President Larry L. Stanley welcomed old and 
new students. He also invited everyone to COM's 
30th anniversary festivities which were held Sun
day, Oct. 5. 

President Stanley asked representatives from 
campus clubs and organizations to introduce them
selves and give club information and meeting times. 
The audience heard from members of the SAB, the 
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Geology Club, the Organization of African Ameri
can Culture, Students for Christ, Phi Theta Kappa, 
the Organization of Process Technology Students, 
the Literature Club, the Outdoor Club and the Soc
cer Club. 

The R&B band, Down to Earth, kicked off the 
event and entertained the crowd before President 
Stanley spoke. Down to Earth, a local band, per
forms in Houston and Galveston, as well as in the 
Texas City-La Marque area. They performed a vari
ety of songs including "This is How We Do It," "No 
Diggity" and "Brick House." 

Welcome Kickoffs have become a COM tradi
tion. They are held early each long semester (fall 
and spring) and allow students to learn about the 
college while they eat and have a good time. 

Maryann Urick, the SAB sponsor, estimated that 
between 250 and 300 people attended the Kickoff. 

Letter to the Editor 
Pevoto expresses appreciation 
Dear Editor, 

Thank you for the article you wrote for the July 1997 
issue of InterCOM on my retirement. My famil~ close 
friends and I really enjoyed reading it and appreciated all 
the kind things Mrs. Brenda Brown, President (Larry L.) 
Stanley and Dean (De Donald G.) Bass said. We were also 
very impressed with your (Patricia Hill's) photography 
skills. 

I will miss daily contact with my wonderful students 
at COM a·nd with the members of the faculty and staf, 
especially the Humanities Team. But your article, Patricia, 
certainly is a warm and delightful send-of. 
Thanks again, 
Jo Ann Pevoto 
Professor Emeritus of English 

Editor's Note: lnterCqM welcomes all Letters to the 
Editor. Please make letters brief and to the point.All 
letters should include a name and daytime telephone 
number for verification. Me rese,ve the right to edit all 
letters for length, grammar, spelling and libelous content. 
Letters to the Editor will be printed on a space-available 

Paragons should be 
remembered equally 

'liehell~-Bili ii> i 

Sl\allon FlemJng 

In late August the loss of two leading figures in 
humanitarian causes created a great void that may never 
be filled again. 

The deaths of Princess Diana and MotherTeresa 
shocked the world. 

Though the loss of both women evoked sorrow in 
us all, perhaps in both life and death, we did not 
recognize them equally. 

· While alive, both Princess Diana and MotherTeresa 
strove to help others who were less fortunate; howeve~ 
Diana worked through the spotlight while much of 
Mother Teresa's efforts were unobserved. 

Upon their deaths, the world's primary focus was on 
Diana as Mother Teresa's death was much less publi
cized. 

But shouldn't we question that we paid more 
attention to Diana's life and death than Mother Teresa's? 
Both made enormous contributions that will never be 
forgotten, so s~ouldn't they be equally rememb;red? 

It's a question we must all ask ourselves. 

COM Child-Lab School 
offers evening child care 
By MOLLY LYNCH 
Staff Reporter 

Many students do not enroll in night classes for one 
reason-children. College of the Mainland now provides 
evening child care for those students who would like to take 
night classes. 

To qualify for evening child care, a child must be 3 to 
11 years old, be potty trained and have a parent enrolled in 
night classes at COM. Current immunization andTB skin 
test records also are required. 

Child care will be provided Monday-Thursday from 
5:30-10:15 p.m. at the COM Child Lab School located in 
the TechnicalNocational Building. The cost is $3 per night 
and a $5 registration fee for the semestet 

The next registration for evening child care will be dUF
ing regular registration, Jan. 6-7, and late registration, Jan. 
12-13, in the Lab School in Room T-328 of the Technical/ 
Vocational Building. For additional information, call instruc
tor Janie Aguirre or Kay Magee at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll
free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 390. 

Now that COM has Evening.Child Care, students who 
have had difficulty completing their educations because of 
child care problems, will have one less obstacle to overcome. 

SAB,Aosts bookfairNov.11 

f'~•1r~~, 
pw;entage of the profits willgp toward SAB scitolafflhips. 
. A wide.v~ty Qf new boo~ including &elections from 
. the best ~UerJiStWiD be available. The. tel}tatifeJ«ation 
forthe.booJfafristhe.I..e~.RewurcesCeriter. · 

For.information call Maryatm Urick, SAB spopsor, 
at (409) 938-1211 or toll-ftee(888) 258-8859t Ext. 418. 



It's Anything Goes 
for theater season 
By MICHELLE IDLL 
Co-Assistant ·Editor 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre is fea
turing an exciting and entertaining 26th season. 

Mark A. Adams, COM associate theater directoi; said 
of the 1997-98 season, "This yeai; as before, we hope to 
give the actors and staff many good opportunities and ex
periences while at the same time providing for the audi
ences quality theater." He explained that many people are 
involved in making the productions successful, empha
sizing that each person is extremely valuable. 

This theater season began with A Trip to Bountiful 
by Horton Foote. The show closed Oct. 5. 

Next on the agenda is Paul Rudnick 's I Hate Hamlet 
which opens Oct. 30 and runs through Nov. 23. This com
edy is about a television star who tries to become a stage 
actor with the help of a ghost. 

Next up is Mister Roberts, Jan. 29-Feb. 22. This 
Pulitzer Prize-winning play by Thomas Heggen and 
Joshua Logan is the story of a group ofAme.rican sailors 
in the Pacific during World War II. 

John Murril's Waiting for the Parade follows, April 
16-May 10. This World War II play is about the experi
ences of five Canadian women during the wac 

A Southwest Premiere, which will be announced later 
in the season, opens June 4 and closes June 28. 

The theater season's finale is a revised version of Cole 
Porter's classic musical comedy Anything Goes. The pro
duction will be staged at University of Houston-Clear 
Lake's Bayou Theatre,Aug. 6-23. 

In addition to the shows, the theater department also 
has planned a Celebrity Auction for Oct. 18 in the Fine 
Arts Building. 

For more information about the theater season, shows 
or to make reservations call theArena Theatre box office 
at ( 409) 938-1211 or the toll-free number (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 345. 

Local shock rock band 
plays Houston's Abyss 
By MOLLY LYNCH 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland student Chris Allgood is in 
a local Texas City "shock rock'' band called Undersole. 
The band uses the tean shock rock because they say since 
you don't know what you'll hear next, what you hear will 
shock you. They have created a style of their own with a 
variety of sounds and rhythm. 

Allgood, lead vocalist and guitarist, is a music theory 
major at COM and has performed many shows with his 
band in Galveston County as well as in Houston. Other 
members'include: Brian Green, back-up vocals and gui~ 
tar; William McLaren, bass guitar; Chris Harve~ drums; 
and Josh Murff, sounds. All are residents of Texas City. 

Undersole has been a band for five years.The group 
started out like many beginning bands, as a garage band. 
They performed their first show atThe Rotary Pavilion in 
Nessler Park, Texas City. The band members have been 
friends since they were children, and as a group have come 
a long way doing what they love best-playing music. 

The band's next show will be Oct. 25 at the Abyss in 
Houston-a popular club where famous bands such as 
Nirvana, Dead Horse and the Pixies have played. 
Undersole will be performing with two other bands: Helen 
Keller and Opus. 

The money the band earns from shows will help pay 
for recording time in California as well as trip and equip
ment expenses. 

For more information write to: Undersole (militia), 
P.O. Box 1986, Texas City, TX 77592. 
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Sparkey Koerner, music professor, directs the COM Jazz Ensamble. The group, made up of COM students 
as well as community members entertain at the 30th Anniversary Open House. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

New scholarship gives students hope 
By MICHELLE IDLL 
Co-Assistant Editor 

There is new hope for students who wish to further 
their education but need a little assistance with the finan
cial burden of tuition and fees. 

The HOPE Scholarship, a part of the federal Tax Re
lief Act of 1997, really is a tax-credit and not a scholaf 
ship in the traditional sense of the word. It allows stu
dents who are pursuing post-secondary education to re
ceive a tax-credit on money spent toward tuition and fees. 
Students can receive a tax-credit of 100 percent on the 
first $'1,000 and 50 percent on the second $1,000 spent. 

In order to qualify for HOPE, students must be en
rolled in at least six college credit hours for a degree or a 
certificate, or be enrolled in another program that leads to 
a recognized education credential. 

Students who file income tax individually must have 
no more than $50,000 taxable income annually and those 
who file jointly may not have an adjusted gross income 
of more than $100,000 per year. 

Any student who has been convicted of a felony or 
for the possession or distribution of a controlled substance 
is ineligible. 

Students who receive financial aid such as Pell Grants 
will have the amount of their HOPE Scholarship adjusted 
according to the amount of aid they receive. 

HOPE and other features of the Tax Relief Act "make 
College of the Mainland the best buy it has been in years/' 
according to an Oct. 5 press release from the college. 

One new feature of the tax act allows working .tdults 
to annually exclude up to $5,250 from taxable income in 
employer-provided educational assistance. This only ap
plies to undergraduate programs and is retroactive to May 

31 of this year. 
Another feature allows a deduction of interest up to 

$2,500 per year on education loans for expenses of stu
dents enrolled in higher education. The maximum deduc
tion for 1998 is $1,000. The amount increases yearly in 
$500 increments until it reaches the $2,500 maximum. 
This deduction has income level restrictions similar to 
those of the HOPE Scholarship. 

Penalty-free withdrawals from an IRA for higher edu
cation costs are permitted under the act. In addition, edu
cational IRAs for minor children are now allowed. The 
maximum annual contribution to these accounts is $500 
per beneficiary. 

Under the new plan, qualified scholarship money and 
tuition remission support for relatives of employees of 
colleges and universities do not have to be included in 
taxable income. 

The Tax Relief Act of 1997, which becomes effec
tive Jan. 1, 1998, is at the center of the ClintonAdmin
istration's education/tax-cut . package. Through the tax
credit, the administration is trying to make a college edu
cation possible for low- and middle-income citizens who 
otherwise would be unable to further their educations. 

The act will benefit colleges as well as students.Ac
cording to college officials the new tax incentives could 
_help boost enrollment of both new and returning students. 

"The qest bargain in higher education just got bet
ter," said COM President Larry L. Stanley according to 
the college's press release. "We anticipate that our enroll
ment will increase as more area residents take advantage 
of the new tax law." 

For more information about the act, call the Student 
Financial Aid office at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 274. 

Students encouraged to voice concerns at forum 
By SHALLON FLEMING 
Staff Reporter 

The Student Concerns Forum set for Oct. 14 will al
low College of the Mainland students to meet with ad
ministration and faculty members to discuss issues rel
evant to campus life. 

At past forums students have addressed such issues 
as scheduling conflicts and transportation proposals. The 
forum· will be held in the Student Center Sun Room duf 
ing College Hour, 12:30-1;20 p.m. 

COM President Larry L. Stanley, Dr. Donald G. Bass, 
~ean of Instruction and Student Development, and DI 

Henry D. Pope, dean of College and Financial Services, 
will be present to answer any questions students might 
raise. These men have stated their commitment to being 
available to students, and the Student Concerns Forum 
provides an excellent opportunity for them to do so. 

The Student Activities Board strives to make every 
voice heard by sponsoring this event as well as other cam
pus activities. Anyone with questions or concerns is wel
come to attend. 

For more information on the forum or other events 
sponsored by the SAB contact Maryann Urick, Recre
ational Programs and Student Activities coordinator, at 
(409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 
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Various COM clubs fit range of interests 
By SHALLON FLEMING 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland hosts an array of clubs and ogani
zations which complement the diversi~ of the student popula
tion. Campus involvement can satisfy students' interests rang
ing from backpacking trips to political participation. 

The StudentActivities Board offers members the chance to 
decide how to spend student fees through the preparation and 
presentation of various programs, such as parties, Welcome Kick
offs, free movies, blood drives and educational workshops. 

Upcoming events include a free preview of the a>MArena 
Theatre's production/ Hate Hamlet, a Student Concerns Forum 

J.J. Ortiz examines a collection of fossils and rocks provided 
by the Geology Club while waiting in line for free hot dogs 
and soda at the SAS sponsored W elcorne Kickoff Sept 16. 
The Geology Club and SAS are just two of COM' s various 
dubs and organizations. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

and a trip to the Renaissance Festival. _ 
SAB members earn points to receive scholarships based on 

attending or working the events. TI1e scholarships are incentives 
for joining the SAB. Anyone interested in becoming a member 
should contact Maryann Urick, COM Recreational Programs 
and StudentActivities coordinator at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll-free. 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

The Geology Club also anticipat~ a busy year with field 
trips scheduled for the fall and spring semesters. A three-day 
excursion to Kerrville State Park is planned for Oct. 24-26. De
posits were due Oct. 3, butTrlfany Guice, president of the Geol
ogy Club, suggests that anyone interested in the trip may still 
contact sponsors Chuck Buddenghagen or David Hansmire at 
the college numbers listed above, Ext. 333. If space is available, 
students may still registec Everyone must provide a few required 
supplies listed by the club and complete a liability/medical re
lease data form before boarding the bus. 

Participants may keep the rock and mineral finds or donate 
them to the club for further stud)£ The members intend to give 
collections to local schools to encourage interest in geology 

The club does not limit participation to geology and earth 
science majors; all COM students are welcome to join. Please 
contact Buddenghagen or Hansmire for meeting times and places. 

To obtain more information on additional oganizations, 
contact the clubs' respective sponsors at the college numbers 
and the extensions listed below: 

COM Amigos, Robert Rodriquez, Ext. 202. and Manuel 
Urbina, Ext. 307; COM Men and Women's Soccer Club, Urick 
and Carlos Clark, Ext. 418; COM Student NurseAssociation, 
Tom Hawkins, Ext. 548, and Diarme Fasano, Ext. 455; a>M 
Vocal Senate, James Hetfel, Ext. 200; and the Instrumental Mu
sicians Guild, Sparky Koerne~ Ext. 347. 

Others include the Literature Club, Brenda Brown, Ext. 315; 
Organization of African American Culture, Anthony Hawkins, 
Ext. 399; Organization of Disabled Persons, Bill Spill~ Ext. 
215 or 496; Orgaruzation of Process Technology Students, Bill 
Raley, Ext. 283, and Troy Waters, Ext. fJJ7 or 538; Phi Theta 
Kappa, Leslie Richardson, Ext. 329, and Kathye Begin, Ext. 
353; Softball Club, Urick, Ext. 418; and StudentActivities Board, 
Urick, Ext. 418. 

Others are StudentArtA'iSOCiation, Betty Polifka, Ext. 349; 
Students for Christ, Tammy Stafford, Ext. 417, and Laveta 
McGeary, Ext. 395; Student Government, James Shipp)' Ext. 
413; andTheatrix, Mark A Adams, Ext. 544. 

If you are interested in starting a new club, contact Urick at 
Ext. 418 for details and procedures. 

Safety awareness curbs false sense of security 
By SHALLON FLEMING 
Staff Reporter 

It's a thought no one wants to have:Missing. It's a word 
no one wants to hear:Kidnapped. lt's a reality no one wants 
to experience: Abduction. It's a possibility we alJ must con
front. 

The recent disappearance of Jessica Lee Cain and the 
earlier disappearance and death of Laura Kate Smithe~ have 
made people take more precautions to ensure their personal 
safety. 

ColJege of the Mainland students should not solely trust 
in the protective environment of the campus because recent 
events have proven even COM is not exempt from danger 

A student was abducted from a campus parking lot on 
the evening of Sep. 29, but escaped unharmed.Also, a crimi
nal justice student witnessed someone breaking into a car 
parked by the tennis courts on the afternoon of Oct. 1. Two 
COM police officers later apprehended the suspect (See re
lated story, COM student abducted, Page 1 ). 

The two events are not known to be related, but they 
have shattered a sense of security many may have felt a_t the 
college. 

Some COM students have taken their safety literally 
into their own hands, opting to carry mace or pepper spray 
Some have gone to self-defense workshops such as the free 
one offered at COM Oct. 7. Others have even obtained a 
concealed handgun certificate. 

However, common sense may be the best defense of 
all. COM Police Officer Vernon Ewell suggested several 
precautions. Stressing the importance of safety in numbers, 
he cautioned students to "walk in laige groups." He added, 
"Know the people you are with, and don\ hang around in 
the parking lot after your friends have left." Be prepared to 
leave swiftly by having your keys in hand. 

Of course, if students feel the need for a personal es
cort, the COM police department, which is open 24 hours a 
day, will take students to their cars. By calling Ext. 403, stu
dents can arrange for an officer to meet them before ventur
ing out alone. 

As a further safety measure, students should always be 
'alert to their surroundings and try to park in well-lighted 
areas. 

For the sake of added safety and to allay the fears of 
their loved ones, students should consider telling others when 
to expect them at their destination. This may sound like para
noid behavior, but it lessens the anxiety others may feel, es
pecially if one does not own a cellular phone. Calling will 
build a sense of communication between the two parties. 

Students must keep their personal safety a high priority 
because oblivion to th~ dangers of surrounding areas may 
have severe consequences. 

Community support of the intensive searches for Cain 
and Smither was and is tremendous. Howeve~ had Smither 
been jogging with a group or had Cain ridden with friends, 
the outcome of their stories might have been dilferent. 

Artist's work illustrates 
personal history, heritage 
By PATRICIA IIlLL 
Managing F.ditor 

Former College of the Mainland student Patrick Burns 
talked to viewers of his exhibit, Patrick Burns: Paintings 
from l<J90-l<J97, Wednesday, Sept. 25, in the COM Art 
Gallery. The exhibit ran Aug. 25-0ct. 5 as part of the 
college's 30th anniversary year celebration. 

Burns attended COM from 1973-1976, graduating 
with an associate of arts degree. "It is rewarding to be back 
here 30 years later and have my work on the walls," he 
said. 

He went on to receive a bachelor of arts degree from 
the University of Houston-Gear Lake and a master of arts 
degree from Sam Houston State University in Huntsville. 

The exhibit featured pieces Burns completed between 
- l~and 1997. His work from 1990-1994consistsoflarge-

, . scale mixed media and acrylic painting on canvas. He uses 
repetitive images of crutches, cradles and collars in these 
paintings. 

Burns' work from 1995-1997, subtitled "Absurd 
Projects of Independence," are small acrylic paintings on 
paper. Thorns, a potato and a garlic clove. are just some of 
the recognizable images in this collection. 

Burns now lives in Baltimore, Md, but in the past 
lived in La Marque. 

Although his heritage is Irish, Burns was born in Eng
land and was adopted at a very young age by a Texas Catho
lic farnil y. 

Burns said his work is a visual history of his life and 
reflects his own view as well as the historical view of Ca
tholicism. Intertwined with these views is his search for an 
identity because he was adopted. Since he knows his heri
tage is Irish, he incorporates Irish symbols, such as pota
toes, widely in his work. Also recognizable in his paintings 
are his memories of the thorns he encountered while grow
ing up on the Gulf Coast. 

"Like the coast, my paintings are built up of layers of 
washes and washes," Burns said. 

Artist Patrick Burns stands in front of a collection 
of his paintings, "Absurd Projects of Independ
ence," during a talk on his work Sept. 25. They 
are part of a larger exhibit, Patrick Burns: 
Paintings from 1990-1997, which ran Aug. 25-0ct. 
5 In the COM Art Gallery. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 



Writing tutorials available in LRC 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Co-Assistant Editor · 

Have you ever received a bad grade on a chemis
try lab write-up or a book report for history because 
your writing wasn't grammatically correct? Or was 
mispunct-uated? Or documented incorrectly? 

The College of the Mainland Humanities Team pro
vides the solution to this problem: one-on-one writing 
tutorials with members of the team. 

"I think the tutorials are a great idea," said En
glish Professor Ouida Sanmann. "One-on-one sessions 

, give all students accessability to an English teacher who· 
can help them improve their writing." 

It is not necessary to be enrolled in an English lit
erature or writing class to participate in the tutorials. 
Any student who wants help with any writing assign
ment is encouraged to come. 

Professors can assist in planning and revising es
says, help improve proofreading skills, answer ques
tions about research and documentation, and explain 

grammar and punctuation problems. 
Students should bring to the free tutorial an assign

ment sheet, textbook or notes (whichever applies) and 
a rough draft or idea about how to do the assignment. 

The tutorial schedule is as follows: Dt Mark Sand
ers (Ext. 356), Mondays-\\ednesdays 8:30-9:30 a.m.; 
Sanmann (Ext. 317), Mondays 3:30-5:45 p.m. and 
Wednesdays 5-5:45 p.m.; Brenda Brown (Ext. 315), 
Tuesdays 3-4:20 p.m. and Thursdays_ 9:30-10:50 a.m.;· 
Kathye Bergin (Ext. 223), Mondays and Wednesdays 
2-3:30 p.m.; Dr. Andrew Nelson (Ext. 316), Tuesdays 
1:30-2:50 p.m. and Thursdays 4:30-5:45 p.m.; and 
Astrid H. Lowery (Ext. 314), Thursdays 3-4:20 p.m. 

Tutorials are by appointment or on a drop-in ba
sis. Come early during the tutorial to get the maximum 
benefit. 

To make an appointment by phone with any of the 
professors, call the appropriate extension listed or the 
Humanities Team at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll-free at (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 214 and speak with the program assis
tant. 

Donor heart gives man new life, chance to help 
By JENNIFER TILLMAN 
Staff Reported 

Lub dub, lub dub .... The beating of the heart is a fragile 
thing. Something many of us take for granted.A heart must 
beat about 100,000 times a day, every day, without fail. What 
if, just what if, you found out 
your heart needed to be re
placed? 

"It 's devastating to 
think your husband is 
healthy, and the11 one day, 
out of the blue, find out he 
needs a heart transplant," 
Barbara Brister said of her 
husband, Raford, who re
ceived a heart transplant 
seven years ago. "It wasn't 
very easy to deal with: The 
only comfort I found was in 
my family, friends, church 
and faith." 

Raford said: "The 11 
months I was on the waiting 
list were more like 11 years. 
When we were waiting, we 
smiled and put up a good 
front, but we quietly knew 
to be grateful for our next 

about heart transplants for patients in the hospital," Raford 
explained. The group's main goal is to comfort people and 
show them they can have a healthy, productive life after a 
transplant. 

"We have six furnished apartments ( down to the vacuum 
cleaner) for the transplant patients and their families," Raford 

said. "Patients must be able 
to get to St. Luke's (Episco
pal Hospital) within two 
hours after receiving their 
call, and for at least three 
months after transplantation 
they should be only a few 
minutes away." 

Because these require
ments may financially dev
astate even middle income 
patrents with excellent 
medical insurance, the sup
port group pays for the 
apartment and other ex
penses, such as emergency 
air fare, blood pressure 
monitors, glucose meters 
and some of the much 
needed medicines. The sup
port group raises money 
through fund-raisers such as 
theAnnual Heart Exchange 

breath, and hope for, but not 
expect another." 

Raford, 62, now has a 
heart half his age. His 31-
year-old heart came from a 

Raford Brister, 62, received a new heart seven years ago 
from a 24-year-old donor. Brister often shares his life-saving 
experience and the importance of transplant donations with 
others. (Photo courtesy of Raford Brister) 

Golf Classic, held Sept. 29, 
at Sweetwater County Club 
in Sugar Land. This event 
involved not only golf, but 
also an auction, dinner, and 

24-year-old man in Tyler who fell out of the back of a mov
ing pickup truck. 

The call that a heart was finally available for Raford 
came late one night. Knowing that a heart can survive only 
up to four hours outside the body, Barbara rushed Raford to 
the hospital.After two hours of prepping and about two hours 
of surgery, Raford awoke with his new heart "pounding like 
a jackhammer." 

He was released from the hospital after two weeks. Af
ter three months he was back to walking and minor lifting. 
After six months he had resumed an average lifestyle. 

While Raford was in the hospital a visitor from the Heart 
Transplant Support Group stopped by. "It made all the dif
ference in the world to meet someone who had had the suF
gery and is surviving well," he said. This visit inspired Raford 
to volunteer his time to the support group when he was physi
cally able. He eventually served a one-year term as presi
dent; it ended last July. He also has won awards as Volunteer 
of the Year and for outstanding contributions of his time. 

The support group does many things for heart trans- • 
plant patients. "We purchase audio books with information 

a tennis tournament. The group raised approximately 
$125,000. 

A family's decision to donate their loved one's organs 
is a painful one. It tells of the goodness of the donor family 
at a time of great loss. In many cases the donor family and 
the recipient and his family never meet. Sometimes, how
ever, they meet by mutual consent. 

Raford explained that most healthy people can be do
nors. To become an organ donor you can mark yes on your 
driver 's license indicating your consent. Howeve~ your 
family's approval is vital. They have the ultimate decision to 
allow organ donation. 1 · 

Although the most typical response to oigan donation 
is "EWWWW," accompanied by shudders, Raford will 
proudly tell you, "If it weren't for organ donation, I would 
not be here now." 

If you or someone you Jove is in need of a heart trans
plant, contact Raford or Barbara Brister at (409) 925-5329. 
They can also give information on kidne)I liver and lung 
donation. Or write to: Heart Exchange Support Group, Inc.; 
6720 Bertner Ave. 4-129; Houston, Texas 77030-2604. 
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Hollywood producer Gary Lefkowitz (John Zipay) at 
left pleads with TV actor Andy Rally {Andrew W inter1e) 
to abandon a production of Hamlet while John 
Barrymore (Rick Peeples) looks on In a scene from 
the COM Arena Theatre production of Paul Rudnick' s 
comedy I Hate Hamlet. 

(Photo courtesy of theater department) 

I Hate Hamlet staged 
at COM Arena Theatre 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Co-~istant F.ditor 

I Hate Hamlet, a comedy by Paul Rudnick, will be 
staged at the College of the Mainland Arena Theatre Oct 
30-Nov. 23. The six-person cast will by directed by Mark 
A Adams, COM associate theater director. 

The play begins in New York City with Andrew, a 
young man wp.o seems to have the perfect life. He has a 
great television acting career, a beautiful girlfriend, the o~ 
portunity to act in a play at Central Park, a marvelous apart
ment and a devoted agent. But as so often happens, life 
intervenes and wonderful turns into terrible. Andrew loses 
his acting job, has troubles with his girlfriend, and the act
ingpart is Hamletin Shakespeare'sHam/et,aplay hehates. 
His apartment is haunted by the ghost of John Barrymore, 
and his agent is distracted by memories of her brief affair 
with Barrymore. 

The show is non-stop laughs beginning to end, with 
Andrew facing one up and one down after another. 

For more information, call the box office at ( 409) 938-
1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 

. 
College Day set for Oct. 28 

College Day, set for Oct. 28 in the College of the Mainland 
Student Center 10:30 am.-2 p.m., gives students the opportunity 
to speak with college and university representatives about trans
ferring and general requirements. 

Among the universities expected to attend are Baylor, Waco; 
Prairie View A&M; Houston Baptist; Lamar, Beaumont; Howard 
Payne, Brownwcxx.l; Our Lady of the Lake, San Antonio; Sam 
Houston State, HW1tsville; South West Texas State, San Marros; 
Stephen F. Austin, Nacogdoches; Texas Christian, Fort Worth; 
TexasA&M, College Station; Texas Southern, Houston; Univer
sity of Houston; University of Houston-Clear Lake; University of 
Houston-Downtown; University ofSaintThomas, Houston; Texas 
Woman's, Denton; University ofTexas,Austin; University ofTexas 
Medical Branch, Galveston; University of North Texas, Denton; 
and Rice, Houston. 

· For information contact Lucy Rodriguez in the Counseling 
Center at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext 297. 
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Sports/Entertainment 

The GCIC Sports Day will be held Nov. 6 at San Jacinto College in Pasadena. From left J.B. Flowers, Eric Griffin, · 
Tony Evans and Kelvin Walker will represent COM in the 3-on-3 basketball event. Their team won the five-team 
tournament Sept. 24, qualifying them for sports day . (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Tryo_uts for GCIC Sports Day continue 
By JENNIFER TILLMAN 
Staff Reporter 

The Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day 
will be hosted by San Jacinto College Nov. 6. 

College of the Mainland will participate in the fol
lowing events: 3-on-3 basketball, softball, volleyball, ten
nis, racquetball and 8-ball. 

The 3-on-3 basketball team was determined by a five
team tournament held Sept. 24. 

Winning team members are J.B. Flowers, Eric Grif
fin, Tony Evans and Kelvin Walker. 

Practice for the softball team will be at the field by 
the baseball stadium on Monticello Drive throughout Oc-

tober on Tuesdays and Wednesdays 2-3 p.m.; team mem
bership will be determined by the end of Octobec 

Tryouts for the volleyball team will be held in the 
gym Thursdays at 4:30 p.m. throughout Octobec 

A tennis tournament to determine players is set for 
Oct. 13 at 3 p.m. at the tennis courts. 

A racquetball tournament will take place Oct. 25 in 
the racquetball court building. 

An 8-ball tournament will be held in the Student Cen
ter Oct. 15 at 3 p.m. 

In addition to COM colleges participating in the GCIC 
Sports Day: Alvin Community, Brazosport, Galveston, 
Houston Community, Lee, North Harris County, San 
Jacinto and Wharton County Junim: 

Various opportunities available at COM theater 
By CLARISSA J. PRUITT 
Staff Reporter 

Theater. It's something familiar, something peculiar, . 
something for everyone--even non-theater majors. Both the 
College of the Mainland Arena Theatre and Theatrix, COM 's 
drama club, have plenty of opportunities for anyone who 
wants to audition or work backstage, said MarkA. Adams, 
COM associate theater directoc 

No experience is required to audition. 
"We can give theater experience," Adams said. "We have 

people here who started with no experience, became more 
experienced, more confident and more qualified, and are now 
in leading roles, directing and building their theater resumes. 

"Non-theater majors have an excellent chance against 
theater majors (when auditioning for a show) for two rea
sons," Adams said. "One, we couldn't do the productions 
without non-theater majors because of the big casts and di
verse roles; and two, the important thing is to deliver the 
best possible show." 

For those who suffer from stage fright or only want to 
work backstage, opportunities such as being stage manager 
or working props, lights, sets, sound, costumes and publicity 
are available. Auditions aren't required for these positions. 

Those interested in working backstage should call 
Adams at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 
544. For those interested in participating in productions, au
ditions for upcoming shows are in the FineArts Building on 
the following dates. 

Mister Roberts auditions are Nov. 16, 1 :30 p.m. and Nov. 
17, 7 p.m. This play, which follows the activities of Ameri
can sailors aboard a Navy caigo ship during World War II 

opens Jan. 29 and runs through Feb. 22. 
Waiting for the Parade auditions are Feb. 1, 1:30 p.m. 

and Feo. 2, 7 p.m. This humorous and heart-tugging play 
follows the lives of five Canadian women during World War 
II. It opens April 16 and runs through May 10. 

The auditions for the Southwest Premiere of an 
unanounced play are March 29, 1 :30 p.m. and March 30, 7 
p.m. It runs June 4-28. 

No prepared material is needed for these auditions. 
Those auditioning will do cold reading~ from the script. 

Auditions for the 1998 summer musical,Anything Goes, 
are May 11, 7 p.m., May 17, 1:30 p.m. and May 18, 7 p.m. 
The production, which follows the voyage of the S.SAmeri
can as it crosses theAtlantic with its caigo of glamorous and 
hilarious characters, opensAug. 6 on the Bayou Theatre stage 
at the University of Houston-Clear Lake and closesAug. 28. 
Auditions will be at COM as well as UHCL. Those audi
tioning need to have a song and be prepared to dance. 

Theatrix presents Boy's Life 
Theatrix, College of the Mainland's student drama 

club, presents the club's first production of the year, 
Howard Korder'sBoys life. The play will run Frida~, Oct. 
10 ·and Saturday, Oct. 11 at 8 p.m. 

Bryan Ryan, vice president of Theatrix, will direct 
the show. Cast members include Misty Lea Albrecht, Mara 
Bilancich, Andrea Deats, Shlena Freeman, Elizabeth Lane, 
Clark Perez, J.J. Ortiz, Terren Snodgrass and Mike Wike. 

The play will be in the Fine Arts Building, Room F-
117. Admission is $3, but due to language and adult con
tent, viewer discretion is advised. 

Aliens invade COM: 
SAB offers free movie 
By ~LARISSA J. PRUITI 
Staff Reporter 

What would happen if there were millions of aliens 
living on Earth and one of them held the key to the uni
verse and another was intent on stealing that key? And if 
the alien succeeded in stealing that key, would the Earth 
be in jeopardy of being destroyed? 

Find the answer when the College of the Mainland 
Student Activities Board premieresMen in Black, the free 
movie screening Oct. 17-18 in the Learning Resources 
Center Auditorium, L-131, at 7 p.m. 

As a New York police officer, Will Smith receives a 
shock when the would-be thief he chases turns out to be 
an alien. When Smith's character begins spouting off about 
aliens, Special Agent K (Tommy Lee Jones) appears and 
carts him off to the Men in Black headquarters where 
Smith begins training to become SpecialAgent J. 

A huge alien bug comes onto the scene intent on steal
ing the priceless bauble that holds the secrets to a rival 
alien galaxy. With the bauble's disappearance, the Men 
in Black, wearing their signature Rayban sunglasses, are 
warned that if they don't retrieve it, their planet will be 
destroyed. And Kand J are entrusted with saving the Earth. 

The SAB offers two free movies per semestet Any
one may attend. The first movie, Hercules, screened at 
the end of Septembet · 

One final note: If you attend theMen in Black screen
ing, don't forget your Raybans! 

COM to host bowling day, 
bow~ers may still register 
By JENNIFER TILLMAN 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland will host the Gulf Coast Intercol
legiate Conference Bowling Sports Day at theArmadilla Lanes 
in Pasadena Nov. 19. 

The StudentActivities Board hosted a free bowling party to 
see if students would be interested in participating in the bowl
ing sports day. Of the 29 students who attended, only three have 
signed up so fat The party was held at the AMF Star Lanes 
Bowling Center in Texas City Sept. 22. 

COM will provide free transportation to participants in the 
bowling event. Students wishing to participate may sign up in 
the gym lobby. 

GCIC colleges who may take part in the event in addition 
to COM are Alvin Community, Brazosport, Galveston, Hous
ton Community, North Harris County, San Jacinto and Wharton 
County Juniot 



IMAX Super Speedway 
focuses on Indy racing -
By PATRICIA IIlLL 
Managing Editor 

Super Speedway, a.urently running at the Houston Mu
seum of Natural Science's Wortham IMAX Theatre, show
ca.5eS the fast and exciting world of Indy car racing. 

The story, narrated by Paul Newman and directed by 
Stephen Low, documents Michael Andretti and the 
Newman/Haas racing team he drives for, as they began 
their quest for the world championship. From testing a 
newly built car to driving in races with speeds of more than 
230 mph, Super Speedway gives viewers a sense of the 
power and speed of Indy race cars. 

Racing legend Mario Andretti, Michael's father, par
ticipated in testing the new car. He shares his own experi
ences, discusses the risk of high-speed competition and 
talks about the art and science of the Indy cars. 

Two other story lines follow the creation of Indy cars. 
One highlights the building of Michael's state-of-the art 
car at the Lola car plant in England and follows it from the 
design stage, through production, to testing the finished 
product in a wind tunnel. The other story line focuses on 
the restoration of the 1964 roadster Mario drove as a rookie 
at Indianapolis. It follows car restorer Don Lyons on his 
two-year project to restore the decrepit roadster which was 
found in an old chicken coop. 

At the end of the film Mario, the seasoned veteran, 
takes the restored roadster on a drive through the Michigan 
countryside while portions of a 1964 black and white film 
show Mario, the young beginner, driving the car at the In
dianapolis Speedway. "My whole career really began with 
this roadster," Mario said. 

Super Speedway will run through Jan. 2. For show 
times and prices call (713) 639-4629. 

Michael Anclretti outpaces his Newman/Haas Racing 
teammate, Christian Fittipaldi. Anclretti, his famous 
father, Mario, and Indy car racing are showcased In 
Super Speedway. The film screens through Jan. 2 at 
the Houston Museum of Natural Science Wortham 
IMAX Theatre located by Hermann Park. 

Neinas Employee of the Year 
Continued from Page ----------

find each winner's total score. 
"The person with the highest total score became 

Employee of the Year, and it was me," Neinas said. 
The COM Employee of the Year gets more than 

just a prestigious title. In addition to the recognition, 
Neinas was awarded a plaque that reads "For exem
plary service, volunteer spirit and professional de
meanor," and a gift of $1,000 which Neinas said she 
will use for her retirement fund. 

Of her 20 years of servicy to COM, the last seven 
have been in the president's office. 

"I have been extrem~ly proud to be here at Col
lege of the Mainland, and now I'm proud to be the 
Employee of the Year," Neinas said. 
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The COM police 
department is 
located behind the 
PBX office In the 
Administration 
Building. Police 
Team members are 
from left Sherry 
Jolly, secretary; 
officers WIiiie 
Huerta, Vernon 
Ewell, Matt Clausen 
and Charlle Jack
son. Officers not 
pictured are Robyn 
(Hensley) Ring, 
Arbry Clifton, 
Vernette Jones and 
Thomas Dendy. The 
police office also 
serves as the COM' s 
Lost and Found. 

Criminal offenses up froID last year 
Continued from Page .,_ ___________ _ 

Once on the road, the student noticed his vehicle was 
low on fuel. So the suspect instructed him to go to Mall 
of the Mainland to look for a friend's car. After waiting in 
the parking lot of the mall for some time, the suspect told 
the student to drive to Fountain LakeApartments near the 
college. Once tliere, the suspect asked the student to wait 
for him while he looked for a friend.As soon as the sus
pect entered the complex, the student drove away un
harmed. 

He described his captor as a 6-foot-tall black male, 
weighing approximately 165 pounds. 

No witnesses have come forward. Anyone with in
formation should call the COM police department at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 403. 

In the burglary of a vehicle, Huerta and Jones appre
hended a suspect while on patrol at 1:30 p.m.A criminal 
justice student reported to COM police that he had wit
nessed the attempted burglary of a vehicle parked near 
the tennis courts on Monticello Drive. 

The student said he saw the suspect break the driver 
side window and reach into the vehicle. 

Based on the student's description, officers were able 
to apprehend the suspect as he walked along Monticello 
Street. 

Huerta and Jones took the man back to COM police 
headquarters and charged him with burglary of a vehicle, 
then placed him into the custody of the Texas City Police 
Department. 

The COM police department reports il rise in events 
on campus between Oct. 1 of 1996 and 1997. Of 97 inci
dents serious enough to report, crimes against property 
totaled 79 and crimes agaiq.st persons, 18 for the year 

A monthly average of eight actual criminal offenses · 
is causing the department to seek solutions that will de
crease these statistics, sai~ COM Police Officer Charlie 
Jackson. "The reality is we are seeking more manpower 
We. have change.d our shifts to 10-hour shifts so we have 
officers overlapping." 

With this new shift structure, more officers work dur
ing the hours of 8 a.m.-11 p.m. when the majority of stu
dents and employees are on campus. 

See related story, Safety awareness curbs false sense 
of security, Page 5. 

Fall 1997 InterCOM Staff 

The fall 1997 lnterCOM staff gather In the Math/Science Atrium. They are front from left, Molly Lynch; Amy K. 
Patlach, co-assistant editor; and Shallon Fleming. In back from left are Patricia Hill, managing editor; Michelle 
Hill, co-assistant editor; and Clarissa J. Pruitt. Jennifer T lllm~m Is not pictured. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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Senior .Board of Trustees member Bennie Mathews presents Distinguished Community Service Awards during · 
the Founder's Day Program at the 30th Anniversary Open House, Oct. 5. Current COM student Ryan Biggs and 
Tillie (Phillips) Henson, COM librarian and pioneer student, help pass out the awards. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

Fountain, tree dedicated at cerentonies 
Continued from Page.----------
pictures, video exhibits and memorabilia ofCOM's history. 

By far the most popular offering was the free food which 
featured barbecue (cooR:ed by COM Director of Law Enforce
ment Bob Williamson and his family), hot dogs and sodas. 

While people ate they could play bingo, watch a Senior 
Dance Class demonstration and listen to music provided by the 
Jazz Ensemble, Studio Group and Down to Earth, a local band. 

During the Founder's Day Program President Larry L. 
Stanley rerognized guests and presented numerous Distinguished 
Trustee Awards. Bennie Matthews, senior member of the Board 
ofTrustees, presented Distinguished Community Service Awards. 

Representatives from surrounding cities emphasized how 
valuable two-year colleges are to communities. Area school su
perintendents also pointed out the importance of community col
leges. Both Dr. David Anthony of the Texas City Independent 
School District and Dr. Thomas Randle of La Marque ISD re
lated they are products of community colleges and know first
hand the benefits community colleges provide. 

"Had it not been for a two-year institution, it would have 
been very difficult for me to even get a college education," said 
Dr. Randle, who graduated from Blinn Junior College in Brenham. 

Pioneer student Tillie (Phillips) Henson told the gathering 
what COM was like 30 years ago, while current student Ryan · 
Biggs discussed the COM of today. 

Galveston County Judge James Yarbrough wished COM a 

happy anniversary, congratulated all who have served COM and 
spoke ofCOM's importance to Galveston County. "There is not 
a community in Galveston County that has not benefited in some 
way from College of the Mainland." 

A part of the celebration tliat will give enjoyment for many 
years is the Koneman Fountain built in Lake Eckert. Named for 
Norman Albert Konemann III who died in 1996, the fountain 
was dedicated in a brief ceremony and turned on. The fountain is 
lighted at night and may be seen from the Lowry Expressway. 

The Fine Arts Building was the site of a tree dedication in 
memory of Johnny Henderson who died in 1991. Henderson 
was a labor leader, civil rights activists and community visionary 
who was instrumental in gaining support for the bond that al
lowed COM to open. 

"It was a very successful day," said Dr. Donald G. Bass, 
dean of Instruction and Student Development. "I like the idea 
that families were out here and everyone had a good time. Maybe 
we've hit on something here and could do this yearly." 

Explaining the reason .for the event Henson, a member of 
the 30th Anniversary Committee, said, "Having the celebration 
is our gift back to the community for being so supportive to us." 

Commenting on the day's sucx:es.c;, committee member Biggs 
said, 'Toe committee appreciated the enthusiasm all the teams 
showed with their support in tours, demonstrations, door prizes 
and T-shirt sales. Without their help the Open House wouldn't 
have been the huge success it was." 

Campus suffers blackout; forced to close for day 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing F.ditor 

Students arriving at College of the Mainland Thursday morn
ing, Sept. 11, were surprised to find that the campus was closed. 

The campus experienced a blackout due to the failure of the 
motor operating one of the two 400-ton chilling units. The unit 
which had to be sent off for a week to be repaired, is now up and 
running, said Bob Kostelecky, director of COM physical plant. 

At approximately 3:30 a.m., the time the clocks stopped, the 
campus lost all power. Police Officer Robyn (Hensley) Ring first 
realiz.ed something was wrong when the few lights that normally 
stay on---such as exit signs by doors-were off. Because most of 
the campus lights are off after 1 a.m. during the week, the cam
pus normally is almost completely dark. Ring said of that night: 
"It was dark. What can I say, it was dark." 

When at 5:30 a.m. the outside lights did not come on as they 
should have, Ring notified Kostelecky. 

COM maintenance personnel arrived by 6 a.m., and when 
the Maintenance Team and Texas-New Mexico workers finally 

located the problem, power was restored. Up until 1 p.m. the 
power was on intermittently as the crews worked. 

The campus is cooled by two 400-ton and two 200-ton chill
ing units and when one of the two big ones went down, power 
went off. 

President Larry L. Stanley decided to cancel classes until 
noon, but later extended this time until 5 p.m. to ensure all power 
was stabilized. Evening classes went on as scheduled. 

Police Officer Arbry Clifton said the COM Police Team, as 
well as other campus teams, plan to evaJute how the situation 
came about and how it was resolved They will make recom
mendations to ensure any future problems are resolved more 
smoothly. 

Clifton said two of the problems the department became 
aware of and toldthe administration aboutare that the police de
partment does not have a back-up generator to restore power and 
that ·without back-up power all campus telephones go dead. 

'The police department has one cellular telephone and until 
the power was restored all phone calls had to be made from that 
one cellular phone. 

People Speak Out 
By AMY K. PATIACH, Co-Assistant F.ditor and 
PATRICIA HILL, Managing Editor 

Imagine seeing every superstar, cartoon character, or 
supernatural being in one night Well, it's possible. With 
Halloween just a short time away, children of all ages will 
don costumes, go trick or treating, go to parties, or even 
visit haunted houses. Foa.ising on this occasion, InterCOM 
asked: "What is your best or worst Halloween memory?" 

Chris Hart: 
My worst was when these 
older guys stole our candy 
and we called them bad 
names and they chased us 
with their car. We were hop
ping fences to get away. 

Bettye Gamble: 
I worked at Wal-Mart and I 
dressed up like a hooker and 
someone actually tried to 
give me some money. 

Suman Bhat: 
When I was in seventh 
grade, I dressed like a genie 
in a costume my mom put 
together at the last minute, 
and so did three of my 
friends. No one else dressed 
up and by the end of the day 
my costume fell apart. 

/!'· 
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Katy Botting: 
My senior year in high 
school a bunch of my 
friends went trick or treat
ing iri a rich neighborhood, 
and we got caught stealing 
their pumpkins. 

Jose Galvan: 
The best was going to the 
haunted house at County 
Memorial Hospital and be
ing scared to death. The 
sound effects are what re
ally did it 

J~Bryant: 
I was trick or treating and 
it was real cold. I was riding 
my bike and my hands got 
frostbitten. 

Autroy Upton: 
When I was 4, I wanted to 
be Luke SkywaJker but 
then I changed my mind. 
My parents made me be 
him anyway. I started to 
cry and pitch a fit, so my 
dad renamed me Luke 
"Crybaby" Skywalker. 

Wendy Russell: 
I was trick or treating. The 
person who opened the 
door was dressed like a 
witch. It scared me and I 
started running. I tripped, 
and my dad just laughed 
and didn't help me up! 
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Dean c3lls for enforcement of smoking policy 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

"The best way to resolve this is to seek peoples coop
eration," said Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and 
Student Development. 

He was talking about the College of the Mainland smok
ing policy. In light of an expected increase in fines, a laige 

number of people smoking in unauthorized areas, a call for 
the police to more actively enforce the smoking policy and a 
Board of Trustees that has suggested in the past that COM 
be smoke-free, Dean Bass wants everyone involved to work 
together to make the current policy work. 

He is asking to increase the fine for smoking in 
undesignated areas because he believes the fine should be 
large to have an effect on offenders. He has proposed raising 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student Development, stands beside his secretary of seven 
years, Terrilynn Rotramel, as his grandson looks on. Dean Bass will resign his position effective fall 1998, 
but he will stay at COM as a professor. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

Dr. Bass to leave dean position in '98 
BySHALLONFLEMING 
Staff Reporter 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, College of the Mainland dean 
of Instruction and Student Development, requested re
cently he be reassigned beginning September 1998 to 
teaching and other projects. 

"Don (Dean Bass) has had a long and productive 
career at College of the Mainland," COM President 
Larry L. Stanley wrote in the employee newslettei; 
Compendium, which made the request public. 

L 
Later President Stanley spoke more personally of 

Dean Bass when he said: "He expects the best out of 
people and himself. He is a good friend and colleague. 
I will miss his leadership." 

Other faculty agree with the president. Dean Bass' 
secretary of seven years, Terrilynn Rotramel, said: "He 
is a very appreciative boss ... I mean team member" 
She shares a comfort~ble relationship with the dean, 
often joking with him about the length of his appoint
ments and paging him with "E.T. phone home" when 
campus business keeps him away from the o1fice longer 
than scheduled. 

See Dean Page 11 
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Advisement, early registration set for Nov. 17-25 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Co-Assistant Editor 

Group advisement and early spring registration is set 
for Nov. 17-25 at College of the Mainland. Regular registra
tion for the spring semester will be Jan. 6-7 on the COM 
campus and Jan. 8 at Clear Creek High School. Late regis-

tration at COM will be Jan. 12-13. Weekend classes begin 
Jan. 10; Monday through Friday classes will begin Jan. 12. 

In addition to the early, regular and late registrations, 
telephone registration with a select group of students will be 
initiated for the spring semester The selected students will 
have passed the TASP Test, will have been advised and wiff 

See Group Page 10 

the current $4 fine to $200. 
The College Senate decided at the Oct. 7 meeting that 

while something needs to be done, raising the fine to $200 
for a first-time offender is too drastic. The Senate formed a 
subcommittee of smokers and nonsmokers to determine a 
fine that will have an impact on violators. 

Subcommittee member Nancy Eubanks said the com
See Administration Page 3 

COM actors shine 
in/ Hate Hamlet 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

To go or not to go-that is nie question. 
Your answer should be YES if you are talking about 

the College of the Mainland Arena Theatre's production 
of I Hate Hamlet which opened Oct. 30 and runs through 
Nov. 23. 

If you are expecting to se~ Shakespeare 's Hamlet, 
well, you will in a way. You ' ll see the ghost of John 
Barrymore (Rick Peeples). the legendary actm; dressed 
in the costume he wore for his classic portrayal of Ham
let. According to the play, every great Hamlet returns 
from the beyond to coach the next generation's premier 
Hamlet. 

Soap star Andrew Rally (Andrew Winterle) has 
moved from Hollywood to New York to play in a stage 
production of Hamlet, a role he hates. Rally has leased 
the famous actor's former apartment and with the lease 
comes the bonus of Barrymore's ghost. Though the ghost 
is visible to Rally, not everyone can see him. 

The hilarious show is a great venue for the talent& of 
all the actors. 

See / Hate Page 11 

The ghost of John Barrymore (Rick Peeples) shares a 
last dance with past love Lillian (Shirley W ettling). 
Lillian is soap-opera-star-turned-stage-actor Andrew 
Rally's agent. Barrymore returns from the beyond to 
teach Rally the correct way to play Hamlet in / Hate 
Hamlet which runs through Nov. 23 at the COM Arena 
Theatre. (Photo by theater department) 
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COM student Wendy Scarlett looks at entrees in the Snack Bar 's new steam table. The Student Center Snack Bar 
serves hot lunches Monday through Thursday 1 1 a.m.-2 p.m. Two or three hot entrees, six vegetables and baked 
potatoes are available daily. The steam table and a cold box, which features fresh-made sandwiches, were part of 
the renovations this summer. Sliding glass doors also were Installed, allowing easier access and visibility . A 
fountain drink and a coffee center are still to come. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

TASP Test at top of students' concerns 
By SHALLON FLEMING 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland President Larry L. Stanley 
and Dr. Donald G . Bass, dean of Instruction and Stu
dent Development, fielded questions Oct. 14 during this 
semester 's only Student Concerns Forum. 

The forum, hosted by the StudentActivities Board, 
was held during College Hour in the Sun Room of the 
Student Center. Despite noise from the lunch-time 
crowd, President Stanley and Dean Bass managed to 
address issues important to students.Among those most 
discussed were the TASP Test and student insurance. 

Several students recalled their own experiences 
with the TASP Test, and none were pleased. 

One student asked President Stanley: "Why is 
TASP so important? Why can ' t a few rules be 
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changed?" The president explained his lack of control 
in the matter when he replied, "The rules and regula
tions are established by the state, and if we do not fol
low these rules, we will be penalized by not receiving 
funds. 

"We are as upset as you are with TASP," he told 
the students sympathetically. " My goal along with other 
(college) presidents is to defeat TASP as law." 

Dean Bass added, "I predict that two years from 
now, after the Legislature meets, we will not have 
TASP." 

Another student asked, " If you get hurt on campus 
and go to the hospital, who is financially responsible?" 
Presi9ent Stanley answered, "According to the Texas 
Constitution, it is illegal for colleges to use public funds 
to pay for injuries for which we are not responsible." 

The president also explained that due to an exclu
sionary clause in the college's liability insurance policy, 
the college is not financially liable for any injuries that 
occurred on Saturday, Sept. 27, due to a tear gas leak. 

President Stanley is asking people who were in
jured in the leak to file claims with their insurance com
panies. By raising money through the COM Founda
tion, the president hopes to pay for the remainder of 
the bills. 

A representative was on hand in the Student Cen
ter to introduce Student Select, an insurance policy de
signed especially for college students. The cost of this 
policy varies according to age, payment method, geo
graphic location and deductible amount.Anyone inter
ested should contact Noel Annette Northup at (281) 
326-2458 or toll-free (888) 326-2458. 

The forum concluded with a few general questions 
about school spirit. President Stanley was interested in 
creating more school spirit and felt it would draw more 
students to COM. He was open to all ideas except one, 
however. "I am .not willing to start intercollegiate ath
letics because it would take away from our primary goal 
which is education." 

The next forum is set for early next spring. In the 
past, two forums have been held per semester; how
ever, the SAB, which sponsors the forums, chose to 
have only one this semester, said Maryann Urick, SAB 
sponsor. 

Technology advances, 
dependency increases 

Now that we are ready to forge into the 21st century 
in what is known as the Technological Age, society 
prides itself on being better educated than ever before. 
Schools have calculators, computers with Internet 
access, word processors, high-tech software, TVs and 
VCRs. However, students have learned to rely and 
depend on them, and as a result these wonderful 
technological advances have inadvertently taught 
students laziness and carelessness. 

Technology has taught students a dependence on 
electronics . 

. The calculator is a prime example of this depen
dence. Most math classes are now equipped with them, 
and teachers dedicate a lot of time making sure students 
know how to use the calculators. Tei}chers push students 
to use them while doing homework and even taking 
tests. This is fine, but some students can't even add and 
subtract without a calculator. What are these students 
going to do when they have to take tests, such asTASP 
or other placement exams that don't allow calculators? 

Another technological advance that has harmed 
education is the spell and grammar checkers on word 
processors. Don't get me wrong, I think they're wonder
ful, but some students abuse these programs. I admit it 
makes writing easiei: It's so easy to check for little 
mistakes with these programs, but some people never 
learn to spell, use good grammar or proofread. The 
result is an extremely high number of students who 
graduate from high school and college with poor writing 
and communication skills. 

Many schools also have software to aid in animal 
dissections; unfortunately, many teachers are using the 
software to replace actual dissections. This is unfair to 
students who benefit greatly from hands-on dissections, 
especially if they are entering the medical field. Hands
on dissection teaches precision, accuracy and concentra
tion . Software dissection involves simply clicking a few 
buttons. No precision, no accuracy, no concentration. 

Internet access has allowed students to research 
information at home, and teachers encourage students to 
explore the Web to do research. This is wonderful, but at 
the same time, these students are discovering that entire 
research papers can be downloaded from the Internet, 
and some students do turn the downloaded papers in as 
their own. However, this is not a fault of technological 
advance; the blame lies with the lazy students. 

TVs and VCRs also have encouraged teachers to 
become lazy. Classrooms are equipped with TVs and 
VCRs because they aid in teaching, but what is becom
ing more and mor.e true is that TVs and VCRs are 
becoming the teachers. 

One of the worst abuses of TV and the VCR takes 
place in physical education classes. I can remember P.E. 
classes in which my fellow classmates and I were 
"Sweatin 1 to the Oldies" with Richard Simmons and his 
gang while my P.E. coaches sat and watched. This is a 
disgrace to the educational system. These P.E. coaches 
spent years in school learning about physical fitness and 

• education, and then they don't even use the knowledge 
they've gained. Furthermore, TVs and VCRs teach 
students to watch and copy their education through 
video. Another drawback is that students miss out on 
interaction with the teacher and fellow students. 

All of the technological advances are amazing, and 
most everyone appreciates them because they ~o make 
our lives easier; unfortunatley, students have become too 
dependent on them. 



lnterCOM, November 1997, Page 3 

Administration seeks more effective smoking fines 
• I 

Continued from Page 1------------------
mittee should have a proposal by Christmas break. 

"The police need to get out there and ticket people," Dean Bass said. 
Smokers need to know there is a consequence to breaking the rules.The Senate 
also discussed setting up a database so the COM police can track ofenders. 

Dean Bass suggested freezing the records of ticketed student violators who 
do not pay their fines. Currently, nonpayment has no real consequence. The $4 
fine is not taken seriously. One smoking activist even paid his fine with 400 
pennies, Dean Bass said. 

Not only will there be consequences for student violators but also college 
employees. Employees can be terminated for not obeying college policy 

"Employees who would not refrain from smoking in a non-smoking area 
after having been asked would be grounds for dismissal," President Larry L. 
Stanley said. He added a process for termination exists and it would be utilized. 
"We can't just go around firing people." 

COM Police Officer Arbry Clifton said, "The COM Police Team is not in 
support of the smoking policy even as it stands now; howeve~ any policy, cur
rent or with future modifications, we will enforce." 

The Board of Trustees does not want smoking anywhere on campus, Dean 
Bass said. Several years ago the Board voted to make COM a smoke-free col
lege. They relented because of strong opposition and compromised by setting 
up smoking areas. They did so with the provision that the college would be
come smoke-free if the policy was not adhered to. Smokers need to be aware 
that having smoking areas is a privilege. If smokers continue to disregard the 
current policy the Board may act on its threat and ban all smoking. 

16 Designated Smoking Areas 

Revlood N'"'emb.,-1997 C 
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According to the map of the designated smoking areas, 
recently revised by President Stanley, 16 areas now exist. 

Dean Bass said he understands the smokers' position, 
because he was once a smoket "I smoked everything legal, 
but I loved cigars." In fact he said he smoked as many as 10 
cigars a day before he-eventually quit eight or nine years 
ago. When he moved into his current office, smoking was 
still permitted in the buildings. People who worked in the 
suite expressed their displeasure so he quit smoking inside. 

Cancer claims .Dad's life, smoking blamed 

"I became the most popular administrator on campus," 
Dean Bass said. He had pigh visibility on campus because 
he spent so much time walking around smoking. 

Tradition of Smokeout 
continued in 21st year 
By PATRICIA IIlLL 
Managing Editor 

The Great American Smokeout is Thursday, Nov. 20. 
This year marks the 21st anniversary of theAmerican Can
cer Society-sponsored event. 

Sm<'.lkers are encouraged to quit for at least one day and 
to learn what they need to do to stop smoking for good. 

Last year 11,960,000 smokers nationwide participated 
in the Smokeout. 

The American Cancer Society offers three steps for quit
ting. First determine why you want to quit smoking, then 
develop a personalized program to overcome obstacles and 
finally maintain a regimen to stay smoke-free. 

The society also offers other tips to make quitting easiet 
If cigarettes give you an eneigy boost, try gum, modest ex
ercise or a brisk walk. 

Plan a memorable date for stopping, such as your birth
day, anniversary or a holiday. However, don't make the date 
so far in the future you lose your momentum. 

You could also make a list of what you like and dislike 
about smoking on a 3-by-5-inch card. Read this list and add 
to it daily. 

And never carry cigarettes with you at home or work. 
Keep them as far away as possible. 

'W' Day set for Nov. 24 
The last day to withdraw from classes without pen

alty is Monday, Nov. 24. Anyone wishing to withdraw 
from a class must go to theAdmissions Office in the Ad
ministration Building and fill out a drop form. Your pro
fessor will not do this for you; you must do it yourself.A 
grade of "W" will be recorded on your transcript. The 
Admissions Office is open Monday and Tuesday 8 a.m.-7 
p.m., and Wednesday through Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

April 1, 1989, fate dealt my family an ugly blow 
Unfortunately, it wasn't an April Fools' joke. 

Shortly after noon that Saturday, my father died from 
cancer. 

I have no proof that his death was caused by smok
ing, but I have no proof it was not. 

Daddy told me once he really didn't remember a time 
he didn't smoke. Tobacco was a part of his life, a part of 
him. 

Along with many other men of his age in East Texas, 
Daddy smoked Prince Albert or Bull Durham. If he was 
going to Houston or was out of tobacco, he would smoke 
cigarettes. He would buy Camels or pinch ofl' the filter of 
a borrowed cigarette. 

The strongest image I have of my father from my 
childhood is of him smoking. 

I remember watching him roll a cigarette while 
driving. I found it fascinating. It was always precise, each 
step flowing into the nex.t. He would take his pack of 

paper out of his shirt pocket, leaf through the pape~ 
separate the top piece, tear it out and return the pack to his 
pocket. Then he would remove the wbacco. The whole 
time he was holding the car wheel with his forearms. He 
would pour the tobacco onto the papei; return the tobacco 
to the pocket, and still holding the car steady with his 
arms, he would roll the paper around the tobacco and lick 
the side to seal the cigarette. During this entire process the 
car never deviated from its path. He had performed this 
ritual so many times it was routine. 

Even after doctors found that cancer had spread 
unchecked throughout his body, he smoked until he 
couldn't. Cancer was in his lungs, his kidneys, his legs. 
Discovered too late to stop, or even slow down. 

In the month before his death, my father told me he 
had asked my four sibli1'gs who smoke to stop. He didn l 
want them to share his fate. More than eight years later 
these two sisters and two brothers smoke even more than 
they did before my father's death. Every time I hear one of 
them cough, I think of my fathec Unfortunaly, they do not. 

Nov. 20 is the Great American Smokeout. Oiganizers 
ask smokers not to smoke on this day. Perhaps if a smoker 
stops for this day, he will try for another and another and 
another. 

If just one person stops this ugly addiction, I will 
consider the day a success. I don't want any other person 
to lose a parent or loved one to tobacco. 

New Lake Eckert fountain showers staff reporter 

How thankful I am to know that if I don't have time 
for a shower, it's no problem. All I have to do is stand on . 
the west side of the College of the Malnland Student 
Center and the new fountain will spray my way. 

The Norman Albert Koneman III Fountain, dedi
cated at the COM 30th Anniversary Open House 
celebration Oct. 5, is very nice, but it has created 
problems. 

On the days that I would give just about anything to 
get )Vet and cooled off, the fountain sprays only onto the 
lake. However, on the cold and windy days when all I 

want is the jacket I left at home, it sprays all over me" 
and whoever else walks near it. 

I'm sure the administration had no idea that the 
location they chose for the fountain would create 
problems, but it has. 

The truth is, I and anyone else walking close to the 
Student Center, get cold and wet almost every time we 
walk past the fountain. 

Humans, however, aren't the only ones affected, the 
ducks are too. Those poor feathery creatures everyone 
loves are being forced to the other side of the lake; their 
former nesting place happens to be in the exact place 
that the water from the fountain falls. How would we 
feel if our homes were flooded out and we were forced 
to move and then endure speeding cars only a few feet 
away from where we sleep? 

I guess from now on, all COM students need to add 
an umbrella to their list of supplies, whether it rains or 
shines. 
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· COM instructor Rebecca Davis teaches students from the Basic Skills class about colors. Pictured are from left, 
Anthony Trepagnier, Deanna Fulton, Mark Carmona, Shirley Bradford, Kevin Terry, Michael Cortez, Sean Oakes 
and Davis. COM offers three basic skills classes for adults. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

Basic skills adults help around campus 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Co-Assistant Editor 

Students in the College of the Mainland Basic Skills 
Class are willing to assist any campus department that 
needs extra help. 

Adult Basic Education offers the Basic Skills Class 
taught by full-time faculty membet; Connie Bowers, and 
part-time instructor, Rebecca Davis. In the class, students 
learn skills necessary for everyday life. 

As part of the curriculum, class members volunteer 
their help to any COM department which asks for assis
tance. Each time these students help anywhere on cam
pus, their teachers supervise the activity. Basic Skills stu
dents handed out "goodie bags" at the COM Open House 
anniversary celebration Oct. 5. They also have helped to 
distribute InterCOM newspapers throughout the campus. 

The Basic Skills class meets Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays I :30-3:30 p.m. in Room SC-203NB of the 
Student Center. 

To request help from these students or for more in
formation about the class, contact Bowers or Davis at 
(409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 343 or 
Ext. 469 respectively. 

In addition to Basic Skills, COM offers several other 
classes for adults who are mentally retarded or have mental 
health problems. 

Adult Basic Education also offers a Pre-GED class 
which prepares students for the GED class and test. 

The Continuing Education Department olfers Adap
tive Physical Education and Crafts. This class meets Mon
days, Wednesdays and Fridays noon-I p.m. CJass mem
bers exercise and do other physical activities on Mon
days and Wednesdays, and they participate in craft projects 
on Fridays. 

The fall semester ends Nov. 25 for these classes. 
For more information about these classes or those 

available in the spring, call theAdult Education office at 
the college numbers, Ext. 294 or the Continuing Educa
tion office, Ext. 517. 

New class available; 
no tests, no papers 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Co-Assistant Editor 

Do you get tired of taking tests and writing research 
papers? Wouldn't it be great if College of the Mainland 
offe.red a course that didn't have tests or research papers? 
Well, believe it or not, COM does-Humanities 2301: 
Studies in Leadership Development. 

The course focuses on the development of leader 
ship skills by providing a basic understanding of leader 
ship and group· dynamics theory. It assists the student in 
developing a personal philosophy of leadership, an aware
ness of the moral and ethical responsibilites of leadership 
and an awareness of his or her own style of leadership. 
The course also integrates films, readings from the hu
manities, classic works of literature and experiential learn
ing exercises with readings and discussions of traditional 
leadership theories: 

"This class is not like the typical English or algebra 
class," said Mark McCoy, full-time student currently en
rolled in the course. "It lets you think and talk out loud, 
not on paper." 

Humanities 2301 is team taught by Professors Ouida 
Sanmann and Kathye Bergin. Sanmann said the two cre
ated the course to "broaden the humanities offering." 

Last May Sanmann and Bergin attended a certifica
tion workshop knowing that.they planned to create a lead
ership course. 

"The course is a good bridge between campus life 
and work life," Bergin said. "The course is heavily in
vested in -team leaders as inspirations to teams." 

Students learn the concept of team-building, in part 
through creating a class project which is completed some 
time during the semestei:: They work together to come up 
with a project, design it and then implement it. 

"The Studies in Leadership Development course has 
taught me how to effectively work with a group as well 
as individually manage my time," saidAdrianne Milligan, 
also currently enrolled in the course. 

The course ·can be taken for credit or for non-credit. 
Bergin said Sanmann and she decided to ofer the 

course as non-credit also, so "management and mid-man
agement in the community could be introduced to new 
leadership skills" by taking the course and then using at 
work what they have learned. 

The only prerequisite for the credit course is English 
1301. Class size is limited to 20 students, and only five of 
those may be non-credit students. 

COM identifies problem areas during vision retreat 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Co-Assistant Editor 

The College of the Mainland Planning Retreat 1997 
was held at the University of Houston-Clear Lake Oct. 
10. College employees from almost all campus teams, as 
well as several students, attended the all-day retreat, which 
centered on the college vision. 

At the start of the retreat President Larry L. Stanley 
recalled the first visioning retreat held in 1992. "\\e had 
no clear direction, no strong direction, a bit of feai; a lot 
of cynicism, a lot of mistrust and alienation. So I made a 
commitment at that first retreat: Whatever we all agreed 
upon for the vision of the institution, we would do." 

President Stanley defined vision as "something that 
is worthy of the group's commitment and governs behav
ior." With this in mind, he laid out the day's task. 

The visioning retreat participants were told to evalu
ate how well COM has fulfilled its vision to serve the 
community and students. He also asked the participants 
to do three things: state where the college is in terms of 
the vision, where the college should go in the future and 
how the college should get there. 
I ) ~• • • .•, f.._, H • •,: '\',.1, \.t, 

In addition, he told the participants to keep three 
things in mind: "You cannot vision us becoming a uni
versity, having more resources than we already have, or a 
change in the structure (Total Quality Management team 
structure)." 

With the task defined, President Stanley turned the 
retreat over to Dotti Jones, COM business professor and 
training facilitator, and said he would come back at the 
end of the day to listen to the participants' comments. 

Jones divided retreat participants into five breakout 
groups of 10 to 12 people. '· 

Group members then filled out the surveys to rate 
the college's progress in achieving a list of goals set in 
spring 1994 and wrote additional comments. They then 
went to work on the task defined by President Stanle)l 

Later in the afternoon the groupS:_ came together to 
see the results of the survey. foiies said the survey showed 
a more positive assessment of reaching the goals laid out 
in spring 1994 than a previous survey. 

Each group then presented what its members saw as 
problem areas within the college, such as registration &nd 
advisement, accountability of college personnel, attitudes 
and inter-team communication. 
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Groups suggested the college should create a more 
"student friendly" catalog that would assist students in 
developing their degree plans and answer questions; have 
designated and trained advisers; and have trained full-time 
employees answering questions and working at the counter 
-in the Admissions Office, at all times. Also, the college 
should have employees with friendly, welcoming attitudes 
and focus more on distance education such as cable TV 
courses. Another suggestion was to not refer to students 
as customers, but to think of them as people instead. 

After the groups had given their presentations, Presi
dent Stanley spoke to them about the comments on the 
survey and suggestions concerning college improvements. 

"A quality institution begins with the individual," said 
the president, who had spent the day reading comments 
on the surveys. In regard to one comment which read in 
part, "I wish 'so and so' would be accountable," Presi
dent Stanley-said, "Accountability starts with me.We have 
to grow up. 

"We have to be free enough to talk honestly with each 
other and do it in a friendly and courteous manner We are 
going to figure out how we are going to improve this in
stitution." He emphasized, "This is my No. 1 goal." 

'I .,. \ ,\. • I.' ' • _, ..., . , l ',., ' • 



SAB holds blood drive; 
organs, marrow needed 
By CLARISSA J. PRUITT 
Staff Reporter · 

The College of the Mainland StudentActivities Board 
in association with the Gulf Coast Regional Blood Cen
ter in Houston collected 88 pints of blood Oct. 7 and 8 to 
contribute to the constant need for blood donations. 

Fifty-five people donated blood Oct. 7, with six de
ferrals (people who for some reason are not allowed to 
donate), and 37 people donated blood Oct. 8 with 12 de
ferrals. 

"On Tuesday alone, the units donated, when sepa
rated, may save the lives of 153 patients," Christy 
Hopkins, a Blood Center Group Program consultant, wrote 
in a letter to Maryann Urick, SAB sponsoc Though it was 
a decrease from last year's total of 93 units, Urick said 
the SAB was appreciative of the donations. 

The blood drive, held every fall and spring at COM, 
took place in the Student Center Sun Room during Col
lege Hour. 

The need for blood donors is especially important 
during the summer and holiday months due to the dra
matically increased number of automobile accidents, many 
related to drinking. 

Not only is the need for blood donors critical, but the 
need for organ and bone marrow do~ations also is criti
cal. 

Many people know of the need for hearts, kidneys 
and livers because stories about such transplants have been 
well publicized. However, many people qon't know of 
the need for other, smaller organs such as corneas. 

Recently, Broadway and television actor Mandy 
Patinkin, who was a regular on the TV show Chicago Hope 
several years ago, u-nderweRt eye smgery to replace his 
deteriorating corneas with donor corneas from a young 
man. (Corneas are the transparent tissues forming the outer 
coat of the eyeballs.) 

In TV news casts, Patinkin profusely thanked the 
man's family. He stressed the fact that had this young man 
not indicated. he wanted to donate his mgans, Patinkin 
would have gone blind. 

Another reason so few people become oigan donors 
is that many have never thought about the idea. 

In a survey conducted by the Harte-HanksTexas Poll 
of 1,005 Texans, 42 percent of those surveyed said they 
have signed the back of their license or an oigan donor 
card to indicate they are mgan donors. Of the 575 Texans 
who said they were not organ donors, 41 percent said they 
had never thought about · donating. The Texas Medical 
Association's Live & Then Give program commissioned 
the poll as part of their organ donation awareness cam
paign. 

"The information gathered from this poll shows that 
many people would be willing to become oigan donors if 
someone would ask them," TMA President Dr. Phil H. 
Berry Jr., a Dallas orthopedic surgeon, is quoted in aTMA 
news release. · 

Dr. Berry added just signing the donor card isnl 
enough, family members should be informed of the deci
sion so they can confirm the donor's wish. 

For more informatiob about the Live & Then Give 
campaign, TMA's web site is http://www.texmed.org. 

The need for donated bone marrow also is critical. 
More than 30,000 children and adults in the United States 
are diagnosed each year with leukemia, aplastic anemia 
or other life-threatening diseases, according to the Na
tional Marrow Donor Web site. 

These diseases attack the bone marrow, and for many, 
the only hope for survival is a bone marrow transplant. 
Bone marrow is the site of blood production in the bod)( 
Production includes white blood cells which fight infec
tion, red blood cells which carry oxygen, and plateJets 
which control bleeding. 

For more information on bone marrow transplants, 
or if you are interested in becoming a don01; contact the 
MD Anderson Blood and Marrow Transplantation Depart
ment on the Web at www.mdacc.tmc.edu/-bmt/, or call 
the MD Anderson information line at (713) 792-3611. 
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President opposes forced TASP Test 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Co-Assistant Editor 

When students hear the word TASP their heads 
begin to pound, but so do the heads of many Collge 
of the Mainland administrators. 

At the Planning Retreat 1997, held at Univer
sity of Houston-Clear Lake Oct. 10, President Larry 
L. Stanley said, "I will do everything I can to get rid 
of the TASP." He repeated his feelings about the test 
at the Student Concerns Forum Oct. 14. 

TASP is a state regulated test. Every student 
wishing to take college-level courses is required to 
take it. Some exceptions apply for those who have 
high SA~ ACT or TAAS scores. However, to be ab
solutely positive scores are high enough they should 
be reviewed by a counselor. 

President Stanley said the state has "made it very 
difficult for colleges to comply." He added, "Too 
many exceptions have made it difficult to track stu
dents. 

"A good idea has been regulated to death by the 
Coordinating Board of Higher Education," President 
Stanley said. "I believe in the principle of assess
ment and remediation, but I don't believe it is cur
rently done effectively." 

In the years before TASP, COM administered a 
set of local appraisal tests as well as the Test of Stan-

dard Written English 
writing test, the Nel
son Denny Reading 
test and an in-house 
math test. COM re
quired remediation for 
those who needed it. 

"But we were 
flexible," President 
Stanley said, adding, 
"The test was of no 
cost to students." 

The TASP Test 
costs $29 for regular 

President Larry L. Stanley 

registration. Late registration is an additional $20. 
President Stanley and COM students.have said they 
feel the price of the test is too high. 

At the planning retreat, President Stanley noted 
that COM enrollment has dropped over the years. 

"I believe we have lost enrollment because of 
TASP," he said during a recent interview, adding, 
"Students have given up because of remediation due 
to TASP." 

"Therefore, I and other community college 
presidents plan to work diligently with (the Texas) 
Congress in the next legislative session to replace it 
(TASP) with something that is more reasonable for 
students and colleges." 

COM honor society inducts 1ne1Dbers 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Co-Assistant Editor 

Phi Theta Kappa is the International Honor Society 
for two-year colleges. The largest and one of the most 
prestigious honor societies, Phi Theta Kappa has recog
nized academic excellence in two-year college programs 
since 1918. 

The College of the Mainland chaptei; Sigma Delta, 
has more than 100 members, and at the last ceremony 
held at COM on Oct.19, 50 new members were inducted. 

The president of the Sigma Delta Chaptei; Ryan 
Biggs, said, "Phi Theta Kappa is a society that strives to 
promote its four hallmarks: scholarship, leadership, fel
lowship and service." 

The Sigma Delta Chapter does many service projects 
for the college and the_ community. Currently the chapter 

is accepting donations of unopened packages of diapers 
for Loving Arms, a child care facility for children with 
HIV. 

To be eligible for membership, according to the COM 
catalog, students must be enrolled at the college a mini
mum of three credit hours and have completed at least 12 
semester hours with a 3.6 overall grade point average in 
courses leading to an associate's degree. Once admitted 
students must maintain a 3.0 GPAeach semester. 

Members receive numerous honors such as recogni
tion of scholastic achievement at graduation and scholai:
ships to many state universities. 

Kathye Bergin and Leslie Richardson are the Phi . 
Theta Kappa advisers. Officers are Biggs, president; Linda 

. Willingham, vice president; Loretta LeVick, secretary; 
Lisa DeBolt, treasurer; Laura Johnson, historian; andAmy 
K. Patlach, reporter. 

Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society of the two-year college, inducted so new members into the COM 
chapter, Sigma Delta, at a ceremony held In the LRC Auditorium Oct. 19. Members strive to promote the society's 
four hallmarks: scholarship, leadership, fellowship and service. (Photo by Michael Cole) 
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College of the Mainland hosted an Open House 
to celebrate the college's 30th anniversary Sunday, 
Oct. 5, and the entire community was invited. 

The Open House permitted COM to give 
something back to the community which has helped 
it grow from a small college located in the old 
Booker T. Washington High School in Texas City to 
the modern community college it is today. 

The crowd, estimated at more than 2,000, 
feasted on free barbecue sandwiches and hot dogs, 
washed down with soda. They attended exhibits, 
participated in numerous activities, and looked at 
displays and demonstrations, while music from 
continuous live entertainment wafted throughout the 
campus. 

It was a great day for families with something 
for everyone t6 enjoy. Children could watch puppet 
shows, have their faces painted and pet baby animals. 
Adults also had a range of activities to suit any taste, 
from classic cars to specialty kites of all sizes to 
intricate quilts to canoe rides on Lake Eckert. 

On the more serious side, the Open House 
honored local dignitaries. A tree was dedicated to 
Johnny Henderson, a local labor leader and civil 
rights activist who died in 1991, and a fountain in the 
lake was dedicated to Norman Albert Konemann III 
who died in 1996. 

' 

Tractor driver Susan Sullivan, from COM Shipping and Receiving, waits for her next 
trailerload of passengers. The tractor rides originated at the gym entrance and circled 

. the campus sidewalks. (Photo by Murray Getz) 

TEXT & LAYOUT 
Patricia Hill 

PHOTOS 
Gina Castro 
Murray Getz 
Patricia Hill 

• 

Adrienne Lowry 
prepares to take a 
photo of, from left, 
Avril Soto, Ingrid 
Chaires and Silvia 

. Soto. Photography 
students took black 
and white Polaroid 
portraits of visitors 
In the Fine Arts 
Building. Most 
people opted to 
wear fancy hats and. 
feather boas for 
their portraits. 
(Photo by 
Patricia Hill) 

John Gissler 
watches as his kite 
becomes airborne. 
The specialty kite 
demonstration was 
located In the field 
next to the Fine Arts 
Building. The l!lrge, 
vibrantly-colored 
kites soared high 
over the campus 
throughout the day. 
(Photo by 
Murray Getz) 

A variety of classic cars, displayed In the parking lot behind the Math/Science Building, were a popular exhibit with Open House 
· visitors. (Photo by Murray Getz) 

Nikki Brumlow and her father , Johnny, pet a pony brought by the Lollipops and Lico
rice Petting Zoo. The pony was one of many baby animals, such as rabbits, pigs, 
goats, a ll"ma and a camel, stationed by the gym. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

Ceramics student Arlyn Getz shows a work In progress to Clayton Estrada. Clayton ' s mom Is a photo student. (Photo by Murray Getz) 

Mary Louise 
Daniels shows 
Nancy Jessen one 
of the costumes 
she created fo,r 
COM Arena 
Theatre's produc
tion of Once In a 
Lifetime. Cos
tumes from the 
play were dis
played in the Fine 
Arts Building. 
Other costumes 
were modeled by 
theater students. 
(Photo by 
Murray Getz) 

Devin Cornelius, 4, makes a big bubble. Devin Is the grandson of T errl Cornelius 
who works at COM Press and teaches aerobics at the college.(Photo by Gina Castro) 

Bob WIiiiamson; 
director of COM 

Law Enforcement, 
checks out some 

of the barbecue 
he made for the 

Open House. 
Williamson and 
his family cater 
barbecue under 

the name Smokey 
Bears. The 

barbecue.'as well 
as hot dogs, 

baked beans and 
soda, was by far 
one of the most 

popular features 
of the day. 
(Photo by 

Patricia HIii) 
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Sports/Entertainment 

The COM women's basketball team (from left) Katt Houston, Yolanda Bellard, Stephanie Day and Mara Bilancich won second 
place at the GCIC Sports Day hosted by San Jacinto College Nov. 6. · (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM wins several GCIC competitions 
By JENNIFER TILLMAN 
Staff Reporter 

The Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Sports Day was held 
at San Jacinto College Thursday, Nov. 6. College of the 
Mainland students competed in the following events: 
men 's 3-on-3 basketball, women's 3-on-3 basketball, 8-
ball, racquetball, men's volleyball, women's volleyball, 
men's and women's softball. 

The COM men's 3-on-3 basketball team won first 
place out of IO teams. "All four players are extremely 
talented and worked very hard," said Maryann Urick, Rec
reational Programs coordinator. The team consisted of J. 
B. Flowers, Eric Griffen, Tony Evans and Kelvin Walker. 

The women's 3-on-3 basketball team won second 
place out of five teams. "They played some exciting 

games," Urick said. "The unique"quality of this team and 
their attitude won this game."The team.consisted of: Katt 
Houston, Yolanda Bellard, Stephanie Day and Mara 
Bilancich. 

Bryan\ Brown took third place in 8-ball after playing 
12 other people. Also participating in 8-ball was Danial 
Martinez. 

Kelly Nunn participated in Sports Day as CO Ms rac
quetball player. 

The men's volleyball team members were Joige 
Careaga, KlaasTadema, Michael Devall and Scott Musick. 

The women's volleyball team consisted of Monique 
Ray, Janna Gover, Kristy Pavini and Mary Pina. 

The softball team members were Joe Cortez, Brian 
Cuello, Kip Urps, David Smith, Joe Everett, Jody Bake~ 
Chris Bourg, Abby Wynegar, Gina Yost and Gloria Tookes. 

Annual Turkey Trot .Fun Run at COM, Nov. 22 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Co-Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland will host the 21st Annual 
Texas Turkey Trot Fun Run and Walk, Saturday, Nov. 22, 
at the COM campus. 

Events available at the fun run and walk are a 1/4-
mile, a 1-mile walk/run, a 3-mile walk/run and a 6-mile 
run only. 

The 1/4 mile event is for children younger than 10 
who either are unable or do not want to run or walk the 
longer distances. Participants in this race will receive a 
certificate, and the overall top boy and girl winners will 
be given awards. Also, when the race is over the children 
participants will be supervised by one or two Phi Theta 
Kappa volunteers, said Maryann Urick, Recreational Pro
grams coordinator. The children's race is $9 and begins 
at 8:45 a.m in front of the Administration Building. 

In the remaining three events, participants will be 
placed into one of seven age divisions. The divisions are 
14 and younger, 15-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, and 
60 and older. 

The 1-mile, 3-mile and 6-mile races begin at 9 a.m. 
in front of the Administration Building; cost is $14. 

Overall first and second place male and female win
ners, as \'{ell as first and second place in each age category, 
will receive awards in all three of the longer events. No 
duplicate awards will be given. 

All participants who finish a race will be given a T
shirt. Also several turkeys and other prizes will be given 
away in drawings. 

All participants must be officially entered in the race 
by Friday, Nov. 14. Entry forms are available in the foyer 
of the gym. 

For information about the fun run/walk call the gym 
at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 417. 

Students display photos in library, Fine Arts Building lobby 
Several College of the Mainland photography stu

dents will have solo photo shows during November and 
December. 

The work ranges from intimate images of fam iii es to 
everyday subjects photographed with humor and intelli
gence to landscapes almost surreal in color 

Lynne Barends and Rebecca Lewis will have work 
displayed in the Learning Resources Library Nov. 13-Dec. 
I. Photos by Nancy Estrada, Patricia Hill and Lulu 

Benavides will be exhibited Dec. 3-17. 
Photos by Barbara Ye~mans, Brenda Sturman and 

Murray Getz will hang in gThss cases' in the Fine Arts 
Building Nov. 13-Dec. 17. 

The students are all enrolled in Professor Mona 
Marshall's Advanced Problems in Photography. 

A reception will be held in the library Wednesday, 
Dec. 3, 6:30-7 p.m. The photographers will be present 
and refreshments will be served. 

$225,000 pro-stock car 
gets students' attention 
By MOLLY LYNCH 
Staff Reporter 

Red light, yellow light, green light-GO! 
Pro-stock race car driv~r, Allen Johnson, came 

to College of the Mainland to talk to auto/diesel 
and welding high school students about his race car 
Oct. 21. 

Johnson brought his $225,000 cai; which is 
sponsored by Amoco Corp., in an 18-wheeler truck 
along with his pit crew and all their equipment. He 
spoke outside in the industrial-buildings area about 
what jobs are available in the racing industry and 
what is expected of pit crews. His crew tours 10 
months of the year. 

Johnson was in town to race in the MatcoTools 
Nationals held Oct. 24-26 at the Houston Raceway 
Park in Baytown. Mike Dillon, who teaches the auto/ 
diesel high· school students on the COM campus, 
invited Johnson to speak. Dillon is employed to 
teach at COM by Texas City High School. 

~ The students came from five high schools: 
Texas City, La Marque, Santa Fe, Hitchcock and 
Friendswood. In addition to the high school stu
dents, COM employees and local community mem
bers attended. 

High school students gather as pro-stock car 
driver, Allen Johnson (second from left), speaks 
at COl\ll about the racing industry Oct. 21. 
Students from Texas City, La Marque, Santa Fe, 
Hitchcock and Friendswood high schools joined 
COM employees and community members for 
Johnson's visit. He was in town to race in the 
Mateo Tools Nationals. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

Bowlers needed for GCIC 
College of the ~ainland will host the Gulf Coast In

tercollegiate Bowling Sports Day at the_Armadilla Lanes 
in Pasadena Friday, Nov. 19. 

CO M's team will consist of six men and six women. 
Students wishing to participate in this event must sign up 
as soon as possible in the gym lobby. No tryouts are nec
essary; a bowling average will suffice. Five openings are 
left for women players and one opening is left for men. 

COM will provide bowling participants with free 
transportation. 

GCIC colleges eligible for the event in addition to 
COM are Alvin Community, Brazosport, Galveston, Hous
ton Community, North Harris County, San Jacinto and 
Wharton County Junior. 
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Student theater group 
offers variety of plays 
By CLARISSA J. PRUITf 
Staff Reporter 

Walk by any bulletin board on campus and the name 
- will be there-Theatrix. 

The College of the Mainland student theater mgani
zation has been busy since the renamed club was resUF
rected two years ago with the arrival of sponsor MarkA. 
Adams, associate theater director. 

The purpose of Theatrix is to promote student in
volvement in theater, Adams said. "It's a way for students 
to be directing, acting, designing and creating their own 
productions which are totally separate from our commu
nity .theater." 

Photography students, Nancy Estrada (left) and Avril Soto look at Untitled # 6, a series of photos by Liza Ryan at 
the opening of Luminious Code: Photo-Based Artworks in the COM Art Gallery in the Fine Arts Building. The 
exhibit opened Oct. 21 and will run through Dec. 3. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

Theatrix offers a variety of types of shows, ranging 
from full-scale productions to 10-minute plays, in which 
students can get involved. The club members usually pro
duce three full-scale productions during the yeai; as well 
as a children 's show which they present at an area elemen
tary school and three 10-minute plays for Odyssey of the 
Mind (an event hosted in the past by COM),Adams said. 

Theatrix will present William Shakespeare's tragic 
tale Romeo and Juliet Dec. 5 and 6 at 8 p.m. in the COM 
Arena Theatre. Tickets are $5. An ancient grudge between 
the Montagues and the Capulets erupts into new fights. 
Romeo, a Montague, and Juliet, a Capulet, fall in love 
and defy their feuding families to be togethet 

Luminious Code photo show at COM 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

luminous Code: Photo-BasedArtworks is_currently 
on display at the College of the Mainland Art Gallery. 
The exhibit opened Oct. 21 and will run through Dec. 3. 

University of Houston visiting professor and artist 
Lynn Brown conducted a lecture Wednesday, Oct. 22, to 
open the exhibit. She discussed the history of art photog
raphy and focused on trends, such as appropriation, suF
realism and post-modernism,. Brown used slides of re
nowned photographers to demonstrate her ideas. 

luminous [ode was juried by Jennifer Blessing who 
had the daunting task of assembling a show from approxi
mately 4,000 slides representing the work of more than 
750 artists. Ultimately she chose about 1 percent of the 
work and 5 percent of the artists. Blessing is an associate 
curator at the Guggenheim Museum in New York City. 

The exhibit at COM consists of half of the pieces 
Blessing selected for luminous Code. The other half of 
the traveling exhibit is showing elsewhere. 

In her juror's essay, Blessing relates-how she selected 
the pieces included in the show. The essay is available to 
anyone who visits the exhibit. 

"I tried to approach the art on its own terms, which is 
to say, I did not go into the slide viewing process with a 
preconceived notion of the type of work I would select in 
order to create a unified theme for the sho~" Bl~ssing 

writes. 
"There is a fairly large variety of work, and yet, on 

retrospect," she writes, " I realize that the pictures are 
linked through certain overlapping themes." 

Blessing identifies the first of these overlapping 
themes as the natural, which deals with nature and the 
body. Another of these themes is the Mnemosyne, or the 
memory, suffused with the past. The ancient Greeks called 
Mnemosyne the goddess of memory. She is also the 
mother of the Muses. 

The third linking theme Blessing identifies is the 
semiotic, which concerns man-made signs and symbols 
and language. The final theme is the surreal, or the cre
ation of a different reality. 

Blessing writes, "The first two of these cat~gories fit 
the 'Luminous? part of the title, while the last two dealt 
with 'Code."' 

Although Blessing addresses the difficulty and the 
process _involved in selecting the work of 36 artists from 
a pool of 750, she also writes of the feelings she had when 
she first received the 4,000 slides. "Upon receipt of the 
slides, I was somewhat giddy-in those boxes lay an un
known quantity of surprises and pleasures, which I awaited 
with childlike expectation." 

COM Art Gallery hours are Tuesday through Thurs
day, 11 a.m.-3 p.m., one hour prior to theater performances 
and by appointment. For more information call ( 409) 938-
1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 354. " 

I 

Directed by. Elizabeth Lane, the 23-member cast in
cludes: Misty Albrecht, Juliet; Adams, Lord Capulet; 
Linda Rodriquez, Lady Capulet;Terren Snodgrass, Tybalt; 
J.J. Ortiz, Romeo; John Lara, Lord Mont~gue; ElisaAvril 
Soto, Lady Montague; Mara Bilancich, Benvolio; and 
Bryan Ryan, Mercutio. 

The spring productions have yet to be chosen. 
"A play reading committee is reading a number of 

plays and considering what to do," Adams said. The plays 
will be announced during the spring semestet 

Presently Theatrix is considering seven plays. They 
are Talk Radio by Eric Brogosian, Suburbia by Eric 
Brogosian, Beyond Therapy by Christopher Durang, 
Twelve Angry Men by Reginald Rose, Maids of Honor by 
Joan Casedemont,Eleven-Zulu by Sean Clark, The Woman 
in Black by Stephen Malatratt and Fools by Neil Simon. 

Anyone wanting to join Theatrix can attend meet
ings the first Tuesday of every month during College Hour 
in Room F-117 of the Fine Arts Building or contactAdams 
at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8854 Ext. 544. 

Play auditions Nov. 16, 17 

COM to participate in AIDS Awarness Day, events 

Auditions for Joshua Logan and Thomas Heggen's 
Pulitzer Prize-winning play, Mr. Roberts, are Nov. 16 at 
1:30 p.m. and Nov. 17 at 7 p.m. in the College of the 
Mainland Fine Arts Building. Those auditioning will read 
parts from the play's actual script. 

Mr. Roberts is about a group of American sailors on 
a Navy cargo ship in the Pacific during World War II. By SHALLON FLEMING 

Staff Reporter 

AIDS, "the plague of the centu~" has claimed count
less lives. College of the Mainland will host several events 
which recognize the impact this fatal disease has had. 

The Student Activities Board will sponsor the annual 
The Truth About AIDS seminar, Thursday, Nov. 20, in the 
Leaming Resource Center Auditorium, L-131, at 12:30 p.m. 

A 12-by-12 foot AIDS quilt will be displayed in the 
COM Arena Theatre Lobby Nov. 2i-Dec. 5. 

Collection boxes for personal and household items will 
be set up in the theater lobb~ as well as other locations around 
campus. Items such as shampoo, soap, deodorant, razors and 
socks will be collected for the AIDS Coalition of Coastal 
Texas who will distribule the donations. The coalition cov
ers Galveston, Matagorda and Brazoria counties. 

In observance ofNationalAIDSAwareness Day COM 
will participate in A Day Without Art Monday, Dec. l. 

"This is important because we've Jost so many artists to 
AIDS," said Janet Hassinger, COM Art Gallery directo~ 

.','."','·\ '• ·'•' • ", 1~·•,1 ,j, 

Black ribbons will drape the artwork on exhibit in the 
gallery to emphasize the devastationAIDS has wreaked on 
the artistic community. 

The play will be staged at the COM Arena Theatre 
Jan. 29-Feb. 22. 

COM students enjoy a rowdy game of flag football 

} , ,,, r,, , , , 
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Fifteen COM students participated In a flag football tournament Monday , Oct. 27. Three teams competed in 
three games on the COM playing fields at Monticello and Amburn. For information about flag football or 
any other sports activities call (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 
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Interviews 

Former.graphic arts student now the professor 

Freda O'Connor joined the graphic arts team this 
semester as a full-time professor after teaching as an 
adjunct for two years. A former COM student, O'Connor 
has been at both sides of the desk. 

(Photo by Patricia Hill) 

Group advisement 
initiated at COM 
Continued from Page 1--------

have a degree plan. Phone registration is definitely 
planned to be in place next fall, said John Kupsa, co
ordinator of Adminstrative Computer Services.• 

"My hope is that by next fall it (telephone regis
tration) will be fully operational," said President Larry 
L. Stanley. "We're going to take it slow and easy be
fore we turn it loose." 

In order to register early for the spring, students 
must first be advised. The college is piloting a process 
by which students will be advised and registered in 
groups according to their majors during the Nov. 17-
25 period. Advisement for the different degree plans 
will be held at various times. For the dates, times, lo
cations and majors, check the Group Advising and 
Express Registration fliers posted around campus. 

According to a Nov. 12 memo from Registrar Bill 
Peace, when the advisement process is completed, ad
visers will help students fill out registration forms.The 
advisers will then present the batches of forms they 
have collected to the Admissions Ofice, where the 
data will be entered into the computer system. If there 
are problems with their schedules, students will be 
notified by telephone. Students who registered early 
will be able to pick up their spring class schedules 
Dec. 1. They do not have to pay their tuition and fees 
until Jan. 20, the 12th class day. 

Students not participating in group advisement 
are responsible for obtaining required materials and 
making appointments to be advised and fill out regis
tration forms. They may do so until Nov. 25. 

Schedule changes will be made through Dec. ll. 
After that students who want to make schedule changes 
must wait to do so during the add/drop period follow
ing regular registration. 

For questions or advisement times for specific ma
jors, call the Admissions or Advisement offices at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 412 and 
470, respectively. 

By SHALLON FLEMING 
Staff Reporter 

Freda O'Connor joined the GraphicArts Team as a 
• full-time teache~ this semestet After attending College 
of the Mainland from 1993-1995, she worked here for 
two years as an adjunct. 

A native of England, O'Connor was artistically geared 
early in her education and began to express her artistic 
interests through calligraphy. What began as a hobby be
came a study that brought her in touch with many well
known calligraphists. 

She began freelancing her talents by creating wed
ding invitations and envelopes. Some of her works were 
hung in art shows, and a few were later published. 

When her husband, a marine consultant, was trans
ferred to the United States in 1985, they said goodbye to 
family and friends and brought their 4-year-old daughter 
with them to America. The move was particularly diffi
cult for O'Connor because she had to take her daughter 
away from the support of an extended family of grand
parents and other relatives. 

Today O'Connor says her daughter "is a Texan 
through and through." Time also has changed O'Connor 
to an extent. She admits that when she returns to England 
for visits, she needs a few days to readjust to the scale of 
the country. "Houses are smaller. Lanes are more narrow. 
I feel like Alice in Wonderland when she grew too big." 

Once in the United States, calligraphy became more 
of a hobby for O'Connor when she began working for a 

small advertising agency as the graphic designer 
During the two years she studied at COM, she was 

able to marry the-"odd combination" of her artistic and 
technical interests through typography. 

Later .teaching as an adjunct at the college while still 
working at the advertising agency, O'Connor knew she 
had to make a decision. She knew teaching would win if 
the opportunity of a full-time position arose. 

"I was in the right place at the right time," she said of 
joining COM's full-time faculty this fall. 

Now, midway through the semeste~ she says, "I feel 
very settled ... Coleena Jackson (Graphic Arts di'rector) 
has made the transition to full-time very easy." 

O'Connor teaches three lab classes and describes her 
teaching style as one-on-one. 

From her own experience she says, "I identify with 
people coming back as older students and ladies with fami
lies having other responsibilities." 

Observing her interact with students, one sees she 
reaches them on a more personal level. · 

Her interest in the graphic arts department is evident 
as she describes the programs and people she works with. 

Speaking about various degree plans now av&ilable, 
she says, "It's no good going to school, and it doesnl 
matter what paper you have if you're not employable." 

The graphic arts department offers several programs 
which, in O'Connor's opinion, make students "very em
ployable." Students need no knowledge of computers to 
take graphic arts. The program offers a one-year diploma 
or a two-year associate's degree in graphic arts. 

Deaf student copes with life at college 
By MOLLY LYNCH 
Staff Reporter 

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to be 
deaf, to have to communicate with your hands, to not be 
able to talk on a regular telephone or even to watch TV 
without sound? Seems unimaginable? College of the 
Mainland student April Boucher is faced with these situ
ations daily because she is deaf. 

Boucher is the only deaf student enrolled at COM 
this semester. "At the beginning, I felt uncomfortable be
ing the only deaf student here at COM," she signed. "Right 
now, I've gotten used to it. Actually, I've wished there 
were more deaf students here." 

COM has provided Boucher with interpreters, and 
some of her professors try to obtain closed-caption vf d
eos for class. However, she feels the school should pro
vide deaf students with a TTD pay phone, which is a phone 
that resembles a typewriter, but is much smaller. -(As the 
words are typed, they appear on the screen of both phones.) 
Boucher also wishes that the videos provided for math 
classes had the closed-caption feature. "I couldn l use the 
videos," she said. Without closed captions:Boucher can
not comprehend what is being explained on the math vid
eos. 

For all of her classes the college provides sign lan
guage interpreters, who sign to Boucher what the instruc
tor and students are saying. She has different interpreters 
for each class. "I enjoy meeting different_ interpreters. 
What I don't like ·is substitute interpreters because they 
sometimes don't know what is going on in my class." 
The permanent interpreters know what to expect in her 
classes. 

Since she is the only deaf student at COM, Boucher 
wishes more people knew ho~~o comn,Junicate with her 
through sign language. Since COM has Spanish as a for 
eign language transfer credit course, Boucher wonders 
why sign language isn't similariy offered as a transfer 
credit course. 

"Sign language is the third most used language in the 
U.S.," she signed. "Stud.ents should learn the basic sign 
language in order to know how to communicate with deaf 

April Boucher (left) uses American sign language to 
discuss philosophy with lnterCOM staffer Molly Lynch 
who knows how to sign. Boucher is the only deaf stu
dent at COM this semester. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

people." And they should receive a fore'ign language credit 
for sign language. . · 

COM
0 

does offer a non-credit sign language course 
through Continuing Education. Frances 4nch, a certi
fied sign language interpreter who teaches the course, was 
an interpreter for Boucher last summet The course is 
available during the fall and spring semesters. 

Boucher, who began attending COM last spring after 
moving to this area from a small town in Illinois last De
cember, has felt welcomed and fairly treated here. 

"I'm glad I came here." she signed with a smile. "Its 
a wonderful school." 

Boucher will attend COM until May when she will 
transfer to the University of Houston-Clear Lake. 



I Hate flamlet staged 
at Arena Theatre 
Continued from Page 1----------

Winterle does a great job portraying Rally, a young 
man unsure of his acting ability, his future and himself. 

The pushy New York real estate agent, Felicia 
Dantine, is convincingly delivered by Carolyn Spencer 
Ortiz. Amy Warren captures the innocence and flighti
ness of Andrew's ditzy girlfriend Deirdre, the would-be 
Ophelia. 

Shirley Wettling superbly portrays Lillian, Rally's 
German-born agent, who had a fling with Barrymore when 
she was a young wife. Wettling is especially dazzling in 
the dance scene with Barrymore, whom she can see. John 
J. Zipay plays Gary Peter Lefkowitz, Rally!; friend. Zipay 
gives an enthusiastic performance as an exuberant Holly
wood producer. 

Although the entire cast is excellent, the show be
longs to Peeples. He carries the play just as Barrymore 
would have carried any production he was in. 

Mark A Adams, associate theater director, deserves 
much credit for his direction of this Paul Rudnick com
edy. Rudnick has written a variety of plays as well as 
screenplays, such as In and Out and The First Wives Club. 

Tom King, set designer and technical directoi; cre
ated an elegant set. Rally's New York apartment is stun
ning, complete with a mantel, staircase, balcony and 
French doors. 

Costume designer Mary Louise Daniels excelles as 
usual. The costumes ranged from Barrymore's authentic 
Shakespearian garb to glittering evening wear to contem
porary casual. 

Kelly Babb designed the lighting which was at its 
most dramatic when the ghost made his first appearance 
behind the French doors, silhoutted by a streak of light
ening . . 

I Hate Hamlet can be seen Thursdays through Satur
days at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. For reservations 
or other information call (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 345 

Math tutorials available 
Math tutorials are now available to all College 

of the Mainland students in theTechnicalNocational 
Building. 

Randy Laporte, an adjunct faculty member for 
the Process Technology program, will be available 
every Wednesday from 1:30-5:30 p.m. to help stu
dents with Math 0300, 0310, 0320 and 1314. Stu
dents should come during this time to RoomT-316. 

The tutorials are free. For more information call 
Troy Waters, Process Technology program coordi
nator, at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 581. 
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COM library open Monday through Saturday 

The COM Library, as seen from the open-air mezzanine of the LAC, is open Mondays through Thursdays 
7:30 a.m.-9 p.m., Fridays 8 a.m.-5 p.m. and Saturdays 8 a.m.-1 p.m. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Dean to teach, work on special projects 
Continued from Page 1----------

As busy as Dean Bass stays, he is not interested in 
immediate retirement. Upon leaving the dean position at 

-1he b.eginning..of next fall, he...plans_tn_retum to teaching 
for several more years. He also would like to work on 
other projects but must discuss these with the COM Board 
of Trustees before divulging their nature. 

After serving as dean of Instruction and Student De
velopment for about 13 years, he said: "It is time to change. 
It will be healthy for me and healthy for the college." 

President Stanley will choose a committee to select 
the new dean, but Dean Bass has no intentions of joining 
the committee. He believes his presence would make any 
candidate uncomfortable . 

"I would like to have a part in making suggestions 
on how to fulfill the position," he said. 

"It was difficult getting this job from the inside," Dean 
Bass said in regard to his own exp_erience. He joined 
COM's faculty in 1967 as an English professor and went 
on to serve in such positions as chairman of FineArts and 
Humanities (1968-75) and assistant to the President and 
Staff Development (1981-85). 

When he chose to apply for the dean position in 1985, 

some faculty members let preconceived ideas about him 
prevail over what he could offer the college. "I learned an 
awful lot at this job," he said. " ... pride and ego. That's 
what drives al1of us" 

Reflecting on the dean's decision to spend his last 
few years on COM's staff as a professor instead of an 
administrative member, President Stanley said, "I recog
nize his job is one of the more difficult jobs on campus. I 
can see why he would want to end a career doing some
thing a little less stressful." 

The dean 's jovial nature is contagious as he tells fish
ing stories, and his enthusiasm is apparent as he navi
gates the Internet. 

These two activities consume much of his time since 
he is involved with various environmental committees 
which include the Galveston Bay Foundation, and he re
gards the Internet as a very powerful educational tool. 

Supporting this belief, he said, "\¼ ought to have 
public access to the Internet in every public building, pub
lic annex <l,lld every mall. People need to be able to access 
the internet in the community." 

Hi~ dedication to matters he feels are important will 
undoubtedly leave him as busy as evec 

TASP Test required of most Texas college students 
By MOLLY LYNCH 
Staff. Reporter 

Tests, tests, tests ... do they ever end? 
In high school you are required to pass theTAAS Test 

to graduate with your class. When you enter College of the 
Mainland, or any other college, you have to take an appraisal 
test which determines your placement in various courses, 

At COM, if you have taken the SM Test, you are not 
required to take the college's appraisal test. Your SAT scores 
will be used to determine what level of math, reading or 
writing you need to be placed in. If for example, you score 
below college level algebra and are required to take a reme
dial math class, you must complete the course before mov
ing into a higher level math. 

By state law, if you are in remediation and drop the re
medial class, you will be dropped from all other classes. 

In Texas, all college students, except those who qualify 
for exemptions must take the TASP Test. Students are al
lowed to accumulate up to nine credit hours before registef 
ing for the TASP. However, if you are not registered forTASP 
at that time, you will be placed into remediation again. 

The TASPTest consists of three sections: math, reading 
and writing. If you do not pass all sections, you must re
register for the nextTASP testing date and continue register
ing until you have passed all sections. Once you pass a sec
tion, you are not required to retake it. If you pass both the 
reading and writing sections, but fail math, you only need to 
sign up to take the math portion again. 

You may even be exempt from TASP if your ACT, SAT 
or TAAS test scpres are high enough. Your college adviser 
can· determine if your scores exempt you. You also do not 
have to take the TASP if you are 55 -or older and are not 
seeking a degree. Also, if you have had at least three transfer 

credit hours by 1989, you don't have to take theTASPTest. 
More specific exemptions forTASP are listed in the TASP 
booklet on Page 5. 

To register for TASP, pick up a registration booklet in 
the Advisement Center of theAdministration Building or in 
the Testing Area (upstairs) of the Student Centec 

The TASP booklet provides you with all the necessary 
information and answers all questions concerning the test. 

The next available testing date for theTASP is Feb. 28, 
but to take the test you must register by Jan. 30. The fee is 
$29. Late registration is available Feb. 2-18, with an addi
tional fee of $20. 

A study guide for the TASP Test also is available for 
$16 and may be purchased when you register for the test. 

Note: If you are registering forTASP to retake a section 
of the test you have not passed, you will receive a refund of 
$8 after sending in the full $29 regular registration fee. 
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Students and community members enjoy canoe rides on Lake Eckert during COM' s 30th Anniversary Open House, . 
Oct. 5. The lake was named in 1970 to honor H.K. "Griz" Eckert, the first president of the COM Board of T rustees. 
Since then many people, as well as a multitude of birds, have enjoyed the lake. What began as a source of fill dirt 
during COM's construction has become a popular recreational spot for the community . (Photo by Gina Castro) 

Ever wonder about Lake Eckert's origin? 
By JENNIFER TILLMAN 
Staff Reporter 

The construction workers building College of the 
Mainland had no idea that the lake they were creating 
behind the Student Center would become a well recog
nized landmark for Galveston County. 

The purpose for creating the lake was fourfold. It was 
to be used for fill dirt for the site (to shore up buildings), 
an area for flood drainage, an irrigation source for wateF
ing the shrubbery and later, campus beautification. 

"I was excited about having a lake at the new school," 
said Dr. Janith Stephenson, developmental reading pro
fessor, who began teaching at COM in 1969. "I wanted to 
be able to look out my window at it." According to the 
catalog, the college moved into the completed buildings 
(Administration, Leaming Resources Centei; Math-Sci
ence, Technical/Vocational and a Central Utilities Build
ing) Feb. 27, 1970. Construction of the campus began in 
1967 after the voters approved bond issues Dec. 10, 1966, 
to build the college. 

In 1970 Lake Eckert was named in honor of the first 
president of the COM Board of Trustees, H.K. "Griz" 
Eckert. Later in honor of Eckert's retirement from the 
board, the trustees voted to "enhance the value of the lake" 

by naming it after Eckert, said De Carolyn Hartnett, COM 
Professor Emeritus, one of the first instructors employed 
by the college in 1967. 

According to the Oct. 15, 1973, issue of the Main
land Comet (a COM student publication), in an effort to 
make the lake attractive, "11 ducks were contributed by 
Bernard Levin of Texas City in memory of the 11 Israeli 
athletes killed in the Mµnich Olympics by a group of Pal
estine terrorists." In the last 24 years the ducks that call 
Lake Eckert home have 

Eckert died April 20, 1987. His ashes later were 
sprinkled on the lake in a private ceremony. 

More recently the lake has been enhanced with the 
Campus Beautification Projects, begun in 1989. These 
have involved establishing a walking/jogging trail around 
the lake and a shoreline beautification project begun in 
1990 which involved bulkheading the lake in front of the 
Student Center and setting the rocks. 

In summer 1996 the erosion of the trail around the 
lake was repaired,' new topsoil was put down and grass 
was planted around the shoreline. This past spring, green 
dye was poured into the lake to enhance the colm The 
most recect addition to the lake is the fountain, dedicated 
to Norman Albert Koneman Ill at the celebration of 
COM's 30th Anniversary Open House Oct. 5. 

Wanted: lnterCOM staffers-no experience needed 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Co-Assistant Editor 

Do you like to write? Draw? Take pictures? Do you 
do newspaper or magazine layout? 

If you answered"yes" to any of these questions, 
lnterCOM, the College of the Mainland student newspa
per, is definitely for you. Even if you just want to see 
what being on a newspaper staff is like, we would be more 
than happy to have you as a staff member. 

All journalism class members are InterCOM staff re
porters. Some also are cartoonists, photographers, layout 

artists or editors. 
The beginning class, Writing for the Mass Media 

(COMM 1307), will meet 9:30 a.m.-12:20 p.m. Mondays 
and Wednesdays in Room L-246 of the Leaming Re
sources Center. No journalism experience is needed for 
the beginning class. 

If you already have journalism experience, you may 
speak with Professor Astrid H. Lowery about taking one 
of the advanced classes, COMM 2305, 2309, 2310, 2311, 
which meet as a pooled class 11 a.m.-1:50 p.m. Mondays 
and Wednesdays also in Room L-246. 

. All class members must sign up for the journalism 
production lab COMM 1129. 

For more information about InterCOM or the joUF• 
nalism classes, call Lowery at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll-free 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 314. 

Theatrix presents Shakespeare's Romeo atidJ-tt,liet-,Dec. 5-6 
"Two families, both alike in dignity, in fair Verona 

where we lay our scene .... " The Montagues and the 
Capulets are at it again. The College of the Mainland stu
dent drama club, Theatrix, will present William 
Shakespeare's tragic tale Romeo and Juliet on Dec. 5 and 
6 at 8 p.m. in the Arena Theatre. lickets are $5. 

The play intertwines the lives of the star-crossed lov
ers, Romeo and Juliet. The children of the two feuding 
families fall in love despite the fights that occur between 
the families. 

For more information call the box office at (409) 938-
1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 

People Speak Out 
By SHALLON FLEMING, Staff Reporter 
and PATRICIA HILL, Managing Editor 

This is the line that never ends. "Yes, it goes 
on and on· my friends. Some people started sing
ing" that song from Sharri Lewis' lambchop's 
Sing-Along during registration this summei: Oth
ers were fuming at advisers.A few patiently waited 
in line, oblivious to others' frustrations. 

College of the Mainland is in the process of 
implementing a new system fo'r Fegistration which 
includes group advisement along with registration. 
Telephone registration is anticipated for next fall. 
In fact, a pilot group is registering by phone for 
spring. 

In light of these changes, InterCOM asked: 
"What can be done to improve registration?" 

Shekeitha Stewart: 
They need more help. I 
went to a large university 
with 1,000 people in a line, 
so I don't feel that's a prob
lem, but why can't you get 
it down to .one line? 

Laura Smith: 
It would be infinitely easier 
with phone registrati9n and 
with computer registration. 
I find it too time consum
ing. Having it much more 
streamlined would make it 
easier on students and on 
the staff. 

Casey Sattler: 
I don't see a problem with 
registration because I'm 
patient about waiting in 
lines. I have a problem 
with the counselors, 
though. This is my first se
mester back after seven 
years, and the counselor 
forced me to pick a majoc 
I just want to take classes. 

DanieUe Mack: 
COM should buy comput
ers for faster service, and 
there needs to be a catalog 
for each major so students 
will know what classes 
they need to register foe 

Don R. Rittenhouse: 
The process should b~ 
standard and simple, serv
ing students on a first
come, first-serve basis. 
Students should be pre
pared before registering, 
and everyone should al
ways have a backup plan. 

Bill Peace, registrar: 
What we need now is to 
get our new computer soft
ware in place and to know 
the options on the software. 
We are also planning to test 
telephone registration with 
a group of students who are 
already into their curricu
lum and don't have 'D\SP 
restrictions. 



Drunk driving leads to tragedy 
See Page 2 

In,creased fines for 
smoking violations 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

A new smoking policy proposal with tougher penalties 
than the current policy will go before the College of the 
Mainland Board of Trustees Jan. 26. 

If the new proposal is approved, a fine of $10 will be 
given to any person who violates the smoking policy the 
first time. A second violation will result in a $25 fine. For a 
third violation, disciplinary action up to and including ex
pulsion from college for students or termination for employ
ees will result. COM does not allow smoking on the COM 
campus or in any college vehicle except in outside desig
nated smoking areas. Currently 16 designated smoking ;ir
eas exist on the campus. 

The old smoking policy called only for $4 fines, with 
no increase, regardless of the number of times a person was 
ticketed for smoking outside of the designated areas. 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 
Development, proposed raising the fine to $200 to have an 
fleet , offenders. The College Senate decided at the Oct. 7 

meeting that something needed to be done about enforcing 
the smoking policy but that a $200 fine for a first-time of
fender was too high. The Senate set up a subcommittee of 
smokers and nonsmokers to determine a fine that would have 
an impact on violators. 

"l support the recommended policy, even though it was 
much less a fine than I suggested," the dean said. "Perhaps a 
flat fine of $25 is most appropriate." He added he believes 
"this fine will get the attention of violators." 

"I believe the Board is on the brink of instituting a 
smoke-free campus," Dean Bass said. 

In fall 1993 the Board voted to make COM a smoke
free campus but relented because of strong opposition. They 

See Board Page 7 

Deanna Lugo and Paul Jackson check out the 
refreshments following the SAB's Bid-a-Date 
fund-raiser Dec 4. Lugo, who chaired the event, 
bought a date with Jackson. See SAB's Page 7 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Destruction of Ber\in remembered 
See Page 4 

Staff Christmas nostalgia 
See Pages 4 & 5 

December 
1997 

TIPA Award-winner 

The COM Ninth Annual Celebration of Kwanzaa was observed in the LRC Auditorium Friday, Dec 12. From 
left, Chairwoman Beverly Mitchell, James Shippy and Tillie Henson served on the Kwanzaa planning com
mittee. (Photo by Phil Johnson) 

COM hosts Celebration of Kwanzaa 
By SHALLON FLEMING 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland hosted the Ninth An
nual Celebration of Kwanzaa on Dec. 12 in the Leam
ing Resources Center Auditorium. Student Support 

Services, Student Government and the Multi-Cultural 
Planning Committee sponsored the program and the 
feast that followed. 

This African-American holiday originated in 1966 
when Dr. M'aulena Karenga of Los Angeles gathered 

See Scriptures Page 7 

Council reviews outside work policy 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Co-Assistant Editor 

The Faculty Council met Dec. 11 to discuss the 
college's current work-load policy but more specifically, 
outside employment. The council is considering: Does Col
lege of the Mainland have the right to. mandate what full
time employees do outside of their College of the Main
land work hours? 

Outside employment is "something everyone has al
ways been aware of," said Sparky Koerner, Faculty Coun
cil president. "However, this is the first time it has been 
brought to the attention of the council." 

This issue came before the council because one of 
COM's academic teams has a member who holds outside 
employment. This professor's student evaluations were not 
at the level of satisfaction the team had expected. 

Council members aired concerns and gave varied opin
ions on whether outside employment should be allowed, as 
well as the number of course overloads the college admin
istration should permit. 

Jerry Bryant, physical education professor, told the Fac
ulty Council he does not feel student evaluations are an 
adequate tool to measure faculty performance. 

In contrast James Templer, art professor, said: "I don't 
feel our (personal) evaluation system is adequate here. We 
don't have an effective way of monitoring our performance." 

Koerner reminded council members that COM does have 
an outside employment policy. Part B of the policy smtes 
"Any full-time faculty or staff member who desires to secure 
employment outside the college community must have the 
permission of the appropriate supervisor." 

Later, Koerner explained since COM now uses Total 
Quality Management, the team is the "supervisor." 

Koerner said he feels the current policy is "very vague 
and needs to be revised." 

During the council meeting numerous members ex
pressed their concerns about personal outside activites in
cluding tutoring and volunteer work. Members wanted to 
know if these activites would become prohibited if a new 
policy were created. 

Business Professor Bill Wynn noted, "We have a prob
lem with what people do on campus, so we try and correct it 
by what they do off campus." 

A committee is being formed to evaluate the current out
side employment policy to possibly develop a new one. The 
committee may also address course overloads. Currently only 
one course overload is permitted. 
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Editorial/News 

The SAB Christmas party was held in the Student Center Tuesday, Dec. 9, during College Hour. Win
ners in the annual Christmas carol sing-off show the $1 O Movies 12 gift certificates they were awarded. 
They are (back, from left) Chris Selinidis, Crystal Petrosky, Kim Culver, (front, from left) Sean Bucha~an, 
SAB emcee Kim Wall and Jim Knapp. The SAB provided free lunches. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Drunk driving causes untimely deaths 

Don't worry ... I can drive." 
This is a phrase commonly used by those who have 

consumed too much alcohol. · 
Many deaths could have been prevented if people had 

not driven while intoxicated. What will it take to end the 
senseless deaths due to alcohol-related accidents? 

Last December, 11 days before Christma~. a friend of 
mine and his girlfriend were killed by a drunk driver. My 
friend was on the shoulder of the freeway by the Factory 
Outlet Mall, pushing his girlfriend's car that had stalled 
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when a drunk driver traveling at approximatelylOO mph 
swerved onto the shoulder and struck him. The stalled car 
then burst into flames with the girl pinned behind the 
wheel. The only witness to the scene saw her screaming 
for help, but there was little he could do since the car was 
engulfed in flames. She burned to death. The drunk driver, 
who was a medical student, survived. The consequences 
of his drunk driving are that he was expelled from school 
and is going to prison. 

Does this sound horrifying? It was a tragedy that 
could have been prevented. People who are drunk should 
not drive. 

My friend and his girlfriend were too young to die. 
The boy was a senior in high school, and the girl was a 
freshman. They died before they could graduate, get 
married or have children. They were robbed of their lives 
because someone drank and got behind the wheel of a e;ar. 

My friend should have graduated with my class. His 
absence was devastating. He missed out on the pride of 
wearing his cap and gown, walking down the aisle and 
receiving his diploma. He never had the chance to do so. 

What upsets me the most is the people who repeatedly 
drink and drive, despite knowing the consequences. Does 
it have to take someone's gruesome death to make them 
finally realize how serious drunk driving is? 

The holidays are ahead and most people take an 
occasional drink. Make the right decision and you will 
save your life as well as the lives of others. 

If you 're going to drink, please don't drive. 

COM closes for Christmas 
Are you tired of school work and need a short break? 

Don't worry, because the holidays and the end of the semes
ter are almost here. 

The last day of the fall semester is Dec. 19, and College 
of the Mainland will be closed for the Christmas holidays 
from Dec. 20-Jan. 4. 

After the holidays, weekend classes resume Jan. 10. 
Monday through Friday classes begin Jan. 12. 

Spring credit registration at COM will be Jan. 6-7. Reg
istration for classes held at Clear Creek and Friendswood 
high schools will be Jan. 8 at Clear Creek High School. 

Late spring registration and schedule changes will be 
offered only on the COM campus Jan. 12-13. 

Virtual pets valued, 
teach responsibility 

Giga Pets, Nano-babies, Tamagotchis and other 
virtual reality pets top many people's Christmas lists 
this year. These toys are so popular, stores sell out of 
them almost as soon as shipments arrive. 

But what exactly are these "pets?" What do 
they do, and why are they so popular? 

Before I purchased a virtual pet I didn't 
_ understand its purpose. I would ask virtual pet 
owners: "What's the point?" Then make some snide 
comment about the pets not being worth the money 
they paid for them. 

Then my cousin Vrrginia came home from 
Austin for Thanksgiving and brought her Toma
gotchi with her. 1\vo of my aunts, Virginia and I 
went to a football game that weekend, and after 
seeing all the time and patience my cousin had to 
devote to her alien pet, I finally began to understand 
and appreciate the concept of the virtual pets. 

Sure, these toys are fun to play with, not to 
mention they're a whole lot easier to clean up after 
than real pets, but they also teach an important 
lesson-responsibility. 

Then I bought a virtual pet dinosaur and 
realized exactly how much responsibility really is 
involved. My dinosaur wakes me-up-with a loud 
beeping noise every morning at 7 a.m. I have to tum 
the light on in his room, clean up any little surprises 
he has left me, wash him, feed him, give him 
medication if he is sick, discipline him if he is 
naughty and play games with him if he is unhappy. 

If I forget to tum his light on or off, or don't 
clean up after him, he gets sick. If I overfeed or 
underfeed him he gets really sick. If I play with him 
too much he becomes spoiled and needs to be 
disciplined. If I discipline him too much he won't 
mature, but if I don't discipline him enough, he 
rebels and becomes uncontrollable. If I don't play 
with him he becomes really unhappy and needs to 
be disciplined, and then he becomes more unhappy. 

When I first hatched my dinosaur's egg, he 
would beep often. (A beep indicates something is 
wrong.) I constantly had to guess what was the 
matter with my pet. As he grew, he helped me know 
what problem he was having. Even though he is 
older now, he still has to l:ie supervised at all times. I 
cannot leave him at home unless someone is willing 
to keep an eye on him. 

Also, when he cries (beeps at me), I can't just 
put off tending to him. Whether I am eating dinner, 
taking a test or working at my job, I have to check 
on him to make sure he isn't sick or hurt. 

I'm not sure wh<!t made me change how I reel 
about these little pets which attach to keychains. 
Maybe the lessons they teach, ~r maybe seeing this 
tiny baby come out of a cracked egg and knowing I 
was responsible for its every need. (I've hearti real 
mothers experience this, too.) It could also be the 
day-to-day experiences, both good and bad, that 
made me see the value of these pets. No matter what 
changed my outlook, I truly appreciate and under
stand the pets' value, and I now understand why 
everyone wants one. 

In fact, I think that virtual pets are a wonderful 
gift idea because of all the great experiences they 
offer and the lessons that they teach. 



A Day Without Art 
observed by COM 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

AIDS has had a tremendous impact on the world's 
artistic community with the deaths of a legion of artists. 
At College of the Mainland, the deaths of Associate The
ater Director Reggie Schwander in February 1995 and 
Art Gallery Director Richard Lizza in September 1994 
had a devastating effect on the COM fine arts department. 

COM participated in this year's A Day Without Art, 
held annually to dramatize the effect of AIDS on the arts. 
A Day Without Art is observed every year on Dec. 1 as 
part of United Nations World AIDS Day, sometimes re
ferred to as International AIDS Day. 

"It's terribly important," COM Art Gallery Director 
Janet Hassinger said of the importance of participating in 
these observances. "Especially to artists, because we've 
lost so many to this disease." 

A Day Without Art was originated by Visual AIDS, a 
New York coalition of arts professionals who also are re
sponsible for the use of red ribbons to call attention to 
AIDS. The coalition seeks to emphasize the impact AIDS 
has had throughout the world. 

Since its inception in 1989, A Day Without Art has 
been commemorated by shrouded statues, interrupted per
formances, empty picture hooks and dimmed theater 
lights. 

A 12-by-12 foot AIDS memorial quilt, comprised of 
eight panels, was displayed in Hassinger's office in the 
Fine Arts Building Nov. 21-Dec. 9 in commemoration of 
A Day Without Art. 

The NAMES Project AIDS Memorial Quilt is the 
largest on-going community arts project in the world. 
More· than 43,000 panels have been made to remember 

~people who died b·ecaust?_ of acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome. Each panel is 3-by-6 feet, the size of a human 
grave. If all the quilts were laid out, they would cover 16 
football fields. 

Collection boxes are set up in the Fine Arts Building 
until the end of the fall semester for donations of per
sonal and household items such as socks, shampoo, de
odorant and soap. These items will be distributed by the 
AIDS Coalition of Coastal Texas which covers Galveston, 
Matagorda and Brazoria counties. 

Hassinger also is collecting money to have Schwander 
and Lizza's names placed on a paver (a brick-like stone) 
which along with other pavers will be placed on the wall 
surrounding the flag pole in front of the Administration 
Building. The pavers are being sold as part of COM's 
30th Anniversary commemoration. So far Hassinger has 
collected enough money to purchase one paver, but she 
hopes to raise enough to buy one for eac'h man. 

Anyone wishing to make a donation for a paver for 
Schwander and Lizza should contact Hassiger at (409) 
938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 354, or stop 
by the gallery office. 
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Sparky Koerner plays a trumpet solo during the COM Jazz Ensemble's rendition of Jule Styne's "Time After 
Time." The ensemble and the Jazz Combo gave the last concert of the semester In the Fine Arts Recital 
Hall Tuesday, Dec 9. Koerner, COM music professor, directs both groups. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Studying tools aid to grade improvement 
By MOLLY LYNCH 
Staff Reporter 

Are you a student struggling through college? Are 
you making lower grades than you had expected? Here 
are some tips that may guide you to become more suc
cessful in school. 

Most important is attengance. Attending class regu
larly will keep you from falling behind. Where do you sit 
in the classroom? Most students who sit in the front make 
better grades. 

Listening also is critical for making good grades. Most 
professors allow tape recorders. Tapes are valuable, es
pecially when the tests are based on the class lectures. 
Playing the tapes while you are in your car or while you 
are sleeping may help you remember the material. Also 
reading the text and your notes aloud will help. 

Most students make the mistake of studying enor
mous amounts of material at once and can only recall the 
first and last things studied. To put the information into 
long-term memory, you must learn a little at a time, move 
on to something else and then go back to studying again. 

Like your body, your brain tires from over use. When 
you feel e?(hausted from studying, prop up your feet and 
take a deep breath. You will give yourself better circula
tiorr. Meditation also can help because it relaxes the mind. 

Don't eat a heavy meal before studying. After a big 
meal, the brain receives less blood because of digestion. 
Eating something sweet will get the blood flowing. A 

candy bar before a test may help. 
Another tip is to turn in picture-perfect exams. Stud

ies prove that neatly written_papers receive better grades 
than those that are written with scribbles arfd arrows. Write 
with a pencil or an erasable pen, so you can make correc
tions without a mess. Professors will appreciate your leg
ible papers, which may improve your grade. 

Keep a daily journal of specific goals. It will keep 
you from forgetting important assignments and events. 
Staying organized will also help you to be a successful 
student. 

You know those big bulky yellow markers? Well, 
most of the time students tend to highlight information as 
an excuse to go back to it later. It is like postponing )earn
ing. Instead, highlight what you don't know. 

Some find th~t working in groups is helpful. The best 
way to benefit is to work with people who make better 
grades and can help you. If you are struggling, tutorials 
are always available for additional guidance. 

Have you ever heard of brain exercises? Well, by ex
ercising the mind, you will increase your ability to al}
sorb knowledge. Helpful brain exercises include playing 
chess and doing word puzzles. 

Students can use these tips to make better grades. 
Another helpful tool is a video on studying called Where 
There's a Will There's an A by Claude W. Olney, J.D. The 
video is available in the College of the Mainland Library 
in the Learning Resources Center, and in Moore Library 
in Texas City. 

lnterCOM staffers save Santa from deranged COM ~ucks 
'Twas the night before deadline and InterCOM's adviser 
was busily reading copy hoping to spot any missed error. 

Astrid was waving her green pen in the air, 
Making everyone else want to pull out their hair. 
Patricia doing layout, Arny and Michelle writing heads. 
Everyone wanted to go home to their warm, comfy beds. 
Molly was editing with her quick eagle eye, 
While Shallon took orders, food she planned to go buy. 

When all of a sudden Arny's head jerked up, 
"Did you hear that, did you hear that loud thump." 
"No," said Patricia, "you 're just hearing things. 
Wait, what was that? I heard a distinct ping." 
Everyone rushed to the hall except Shallon and Michelle 
Who are firmly convinced that in the LRC, ghosts dwell. 

"Grab the camera," said Astrid·, "and let's go investigate, 
If we're lucky, a front page story, this may rate." 
To the left, and around the library they sprinted 
Searching for from where the loud sounds emitted. 
Outside, down the stairs the whole group did thunder. 
The mysterious sounds were becoming distincter. 

At the bottom of the steps to th~ir eyes did appear · 
Santa Claus, surrounded by ducks, not reindeer. 
Over the quacking the staffers heard Santa say, "Help me, 
Oh, help me get away from this insanity. 
I was on a pre-flight test and stopped at COM for a rest; 
I must have disturbed all the birds sleeping in the.ir nests. 

"I climbed out of my sleigh and was immediately attacked, 
I tried to run away but into a corner was backed." 

"Never fear, Santa," said Astrid, the group's leader, 
"We'll help you out, but first, Patricia, get a picture." 
As Shallon interviewed Santa about this delay 
Michelle, Molly, Amy and Astrid ran the fowl away. 

From around the corner we saw Jennifer come, 
Arriving to finish a story for lnterCOM. 
She was leading a team of reindeer pulling a sleigh, 
"Look what I found by the lake," she did say. 
Santa climbed in his sleigh and turned to the newshounds, 
"Thanks for helping me, my gratitude abounds." 

They could hear him exclaim as he took off in flight, 
"Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good night." 
Inspired and lighthearted they breezed up the stairs, 
Secure that a Pulitzer Prize would someday be theirs. 

-by Patricia Hill 
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Staff members tell memories of Christmases past 
All Christmas memories are different. 
Some people remember a special childhood present Santa delivered Christmas Eve. Some remember shopping 

for the perfect gift for a loved one. Still others reminisce about time spent with loved ones. Christmas memory melts 
Family shares crazy-adventures in photography 

Family appreciation 
Christmas trees, ornaments and lights, Christmas carols, huge dinners, midnight Christmas services, baking 

cookies, shopping, candy canes, 1V Christmas specials, wrapping presents, writing letters to Santa, visiting family 
and friends, and the excited anticipation of little children are just a few of the things that make Christmas so special. 

JnterCOM staffers share some of their favorite memories of Christmases past on these two pages. Even though 
all of the memories are not from childhood, several s_taffers dug through old photo albums and found pictures of 
themselves from earlier years when Christmas was still magical. 

Happy Holidays from everyone at lnterCOM. 

Child loses her best friend, Horsey Whinnie 
When I was a year 

old, my- parents gave:: mc::. 
a stuffed horse for 
Christmas. Horsey 
Whinnie was huge in 

whole wide world, Horsey Whinnie, to them. My 
mom said the children would take good care of him, 
and I could go visit him•whenever I wanted to. So I 
gave Horsey Whinnie to the church nursery. I was 
heartbroken letting him go, but I kept reminding 
myself I could visit him. 

Dec. 24, 1984, is a day I will 
remember for the rest of my life. It 
was the evening of Christmas Eve, 
and rriy family had just finished 
opening our presents, as is our 
family's custom. 

I was very excited. All my 
aunts, uncles and cousins were at 
my house for the holidays. We had 
lots of good cookies and candies to 
eat. Santa was coming that night to 

bring me the brand new doll I hoped for, and I had just unwrapped 
ma_ny toys and other things as well as the best present in the whole 
world: a yellow plastic iron. It was a 5-year-old's dream, or at least 
it was mine. 

The iron was my favorite because it made me feel grown up. 

As the oldest of six 
granddaughters, I struck 
upon a brilliant idea last 
Christmas. J decided to 
take my little sister and all 
my cousins, ages 6 
through 16, to Sears 
Portrait Studio to have our 
picture made for our 
grandparents and all of our 
aunts and uncles. We had 

never done this before, and I couldn't imagine why not. 
And so the adventure began. 

.As the procrastinator of the family, I couldn't get an 
appointment until January, so I bought white shirts for 
each of us and passed them off as Christmas presents. 
Little did I know this would come back to haunt me. 

The day of our picture, we all trekked over to the 
Mall of the Mainland dressed in identical white shirts. 

Someone at Sears had the bright idea to let us wait for 
the photographer in one of the studio rooms. My charges 
broke props, plucked feather boas and pulled racks off 
the wall before anyone came in to help us. But amaz
•ngly enough, we didn't get thrown out. 

With a little luck and a lot of prayer, we all made it 
through the picture session without any more mishaps. 
Then I suggested we all choose which poses to buy. This 
was followed by:"My eyes were closed in that one." 
"My hair was messed up." "I wasn't looking at the 
camera." Despite all the whining, I managed to satisfy 
everyone. After choosing nearly every pose, I was 
surprised I still had enough money to treat us to lunch. 

While walking, er ... chasing them through the mall, 
I came to see the significance of those white shirts. They 
looked like straight jackets--every one of them-as if 
we had just escaped the asylum. And as the shoppers 
looked on in horror, I actually smiled. This has to be one 
of my best Christmas memories. -by Shallon Fleming 

For as long as I 
can remember, 
Christmas has always 
been a time· of hope 

and happiness for my 
family. The children, 
my cousins, siblings 
and I, always took 
Christmas for 
granted because we 
knew it would be the 

same every year: presents, food and family. One 
year, however, it wasn't the same as usual. 

my eyes. He was about 
3 feet long and stuffed 
like a beanbag. 

I ~ould stretch him 
out across the floor. I 
can remember years of 

sitting on his red saddle seat, holding his parted mane, 
and telling my mom,"l'm going to ride Horsey 
Whinnie, Mommy. I' ll be back later."Then I would 
venture off into my pretend world and ride for hours. I 
loved Horsey Whinnie. He was my best friend. 

Time went by and I thought Horsey Whinnie was 
happy until that one day when I went to throw the 
trash into the church dumpster for my religion 
teacher, and there I saw the most horrific sight I had 
ever seen. My Horsey Whinnie was in the dumpster! 
His eyes had been gouged out, and he had been 
heartlessly damned to life in a dumpster. I was tom up 
inside. I cried for days and promised myself I would 
never ever let my mom convince me to give anything 
to that church again. 

My grandmother had a big, heavy antique iron that she occasion
ally displayed on the huge wood-burning heater in our living 
room. Now I had an iron just like Grandma's, and I immediately 
placed it on the heater just like she would place hers. 

Then I went to play with my brother James, and cousins 
Virginia and John, and our new toys, never giving a thought to the 
safety of my iron. 

Sneaking peeks spoils fun of Christmas presents 

The year I turned 16, my grandmother had be.en 
in and out of the hospital on numerous occasions, 
but the doctors could not find what was wrong with 
her. She would get sick, go to the hospital and the 
doctors would be baffled as to the cause. It took 
them almost a year to diagnose the problem. On the 
eve of my 16th birthday, the doctors informed my 
family that my grandmother's liver was the cause of 
her illness. A normal liver is the size of a dinner 
plate. My grandmother's was the size of a quarter! 

As I got older, my mom explained to me that some 
of the children in the church nursery needed toys to 
play with. She suggested I give my best friend in the 

Now, l look back on the entire episode and still 
feel a little heartbroken. I love my Horsey Whinnie, 
wherever he is now. -by Amy K. Patlach 

A few hours later my mom called me. From the tone of her 
voice I knew I had done something wrong. 

When I came into the living room I smelled a horrible, burned 
smell. Then l saw it. All that was left of my beautiful iron was a 
big pool of burned plastic stuck to ttie heater. 

I cried and cried about my iron, but no one ever bought me a 
new one. It was the best-turned-worst Christmas of my young life. 

-by Michelle Hill 

I guess by my fifth 
Christmas, I had discovered 
where my parents were 
hiding the presents. How 
typical, under some clothes 
in "Mommy's" closet. 
Being a typical kid, I 
peeked. And there I saw the 
present I had always 
wanted the most: pink 
roller skates. 

Student shares memories of 1945 war-tom Berlin 
I started telling my parents how much I wanted pink 

rollc::r skates so they wouldn 'rthink I peeked. I had 
practiced and rehearsed my surprised act for Christmas 

By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

The guns finally were silent ... the flames of war had 
died down. World War II was over in ravaged Europe, 
and the slow pitiful attempt to return to some degree of 
normalcy was in progress all over what had so recently 
been the battlefields. 

It was during this period from December 1945 on, 
that as an officer in the U.S. Army Signal Corps I was 
sent into the heart of Germany to its capital city, Berlin. 
My mission was to lead a team of photographers to picto
rially record the damage inflicted upon the urban areas by 
the awesome Allied bombing operations. Most of the tar
gets were military, but there also was some unavoidable 
damage to the cities and the civilian population. The same, 
of course, held true for London, which due to the German 
raids experienced major damage, and where its citizens 
huddled nightly in the subway tunnels to avoid the hellish 
nightmare of the destruction going on over their heads. 

The purpose of our photographs and motion pictures 
was to give the Air Force some idea of the results of the 
bombing on different types of structures, as well as what 
part fire played in the damage. The Air Force was inter
ested in determining what type of structure best withstood 
such damage. The analysis I left up to others. I just con
centrated on recording the unbelievable sights that found 
their way before our lenses. 

As we would enter an area that we were going to pho
tograph, I found it difficult not to humanize the debris 
and rubble we encountered. We would see a tom and shred
ded child's doll among the ruins there ... and here was a 
twisted baby carriage _half covered by a collapsed wall. 
Many times we would find family photographs and other 
strong evidence of family lives shattered and torn by the 
dreadful fortunes of war. And still lingering was the strong, 
pungent, sweetish odor of death coming from those un
fortunate souls yet to be uncovered from the mountains of 
rubble that now were their temporary tombs. 

Our survey took us into the governmental area of 
Berlin where the German high command had controlled 
the fate of so many millions of military and civilian lives. 
We photographed the Reichstag, headquarters of the Ger
man military machine. As I wandered through the empty, 
silent ruins, its bombed and shelled interior, I couldn't 
help but wonder about the proverbial fly on the wall. 
Suppose it could have lived through that inferno of zing
ing shell hits and the massive crumpling sound of ex
ploding bombs, plus the ·unbearable heat and the tower
ing flames. What a tale it could have told! I could just 
picture the terror, frustration and helplessness of those 
German officers and men as the Russian and Allied 
forces combined to put the final and finishing touches 
on the death of the dreams of the Third Reich. 

I went down into the depths of the building and 
found myself in a bunker that l supposed was the one 
used by Hitler in those final, confused, suicidal moments 
of his life ... a life that so adversely affected his then
dying nation and the whole world in general. It was a 
strange feeling to be standing where very likely Adolf 
Hitler himself had stood not so long before. This was, 
and is, a name history will never forget nor forgive for 
as long as there are people to record and study what has 
gone before. 

Our mission lasted some eight months, and now 
more than a half century later, the memories of those 
days are still vivid in my mind. I still see the senseless 
destruction of a once beautiful city and remind myself 
of the suffering of so many people. People just like you, 
your family and mine, people who had to endure ,such 
unbelievable tragedy and hardship during those dreadul, 
appalling days. 

You would think that the ending of such a conflict 
that touched so many lives would force world leaders to 
think seriously before plunging humanity into like cir
cumstances again. But there it is. Korea, Vietnam, Laos, 
Bosnia, Israel, Kuwait ... and so it go~s. 

Will we never learn? 

Editor's note: Ironically COM student Murray Getz and 
lnterCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery both were in Berlin in 
1945. Lowery, then 2 1/2 years old, was leaving Berlin in 
April ofthtzt year while 20-year-oldArmy Lt. Getz was en
tering the city in December. The two discovered this coin
cidence early in the first semester Getz was enrolled in 
Lowery's journalism class. 

U.S. Army Lt. Murray Getz films the devastation of Ber
lin in 1945. Getz and a group of military photographers 
entered Berlin that December to film and photograph 
demolished buildings so that the Air Force could ana
lyz~ the bomb damage done to different types of struc
tures. (Photo courtesy of Murray Getz) 

1 Refugee Christmas 1945 
· I It was November 1945, and the war in Gennany had been 

\ over since early May. My mother and I were refugees from 
Berlin, where we both were born, having left that bomb
decimated city by the last German train to leave before the 
Russians moved in. 

L 

We had made our way to a farm in the middle of Germany 
and were given room and board in exchange for whatever farm 
work my mother could do. Now in November, with the harvest 
long over and Christmas approaching, we were homeless again. 

Though I was only 3, I clearly remember our odyssey in 
the back of a U.S. Army truck. It was taking us to Munich in 
southern Germany where my mother's sister lived. Snow 
blanketed the ground, and it was bitterly cold in the back of the 
truck. I don't remember the cold, but I do remember my mother 
lying on top ofme. (In later years she told me it was to keep me 
from freezing to death.) 

I have no memory of Christmases prior to 1945, but I do 
recall that one in Munich. (It wasn't until much later that l 
realized we had celebrated Christmas.) My aunt had a tiny tree 
with paper ornaments, straw stars and a bit of tinsel. Whether 1 
received a present or not, I 
don't recall. What is 
burned in my memory, 
however, is the solemnity 
with which my mother 
gave my aunt a big silver 
spoon. It was a treasure 
that had belonged to their 
mother who had died in 
April 1944 and was o_ne 
of the few things my _ 
mother was able to rescue 
before we fled Berlin. 

-by Astrid H. Lowery Lowery and mother in Germany 

Day when I would be able to open the box and have my 
wonderful pair of roller skates. 

On Christmas Day I ripped open that beautiful 
wrapping paper, saw the roller skates box and started my 
surprised act, just like I had rehearsed it. My parents 
humored me, of course. As r flung open the box, r found 
two action figures from "Thundercats." They had replaced 
the skates with the action figures. 

I was so angry I started screaming at my parents and 
in the argument actually admitted to having seen my 
Christmas presents ahead of time. Then I demanded to 
know where the skates were! They just laughed at me. 

I did learn one thing: to let Christmas be a surprise 
from then on. -hy Jennifer Tillman 

The doctors said she would probably die, but 
they couldn't predict exactly when. They estimated 
anywhere from six months to lO years. 

Six months later when my family gathered 
around the table at my granparents' house, we 
looked to the chair where my grandmother always 
sat, and she was still there. God gave us our greatest 
gift that Christmas, two years ago. My cousins, 
siblings and I learned not to take Christmas for 
granted; each year is special. Especially so since my . 
grandmother is still with us. -by Clarissa]. Pruitt 

My brother's scooter changed Santa forever 
Every year at 

Christmas time while I 
was still a child, my 
parents were very 
sneaky, making my older 
sister and brother, and 
me believe that Santa 
Claus existed. 

It had become a 
Christmas tradition for 
my family to take a long 

drive through town to gaze al the bright lights and 
decorations before opening gifts on Christmas Eve. 

We'd all get into the car, but before leaving, Dad 
would go back inside, supposedly to use the bathroom. 
What he was really doing was putting gifts from Santa 
under the tree. After a fun-filled trip, our faces would 
light up when we saw Santa had visited our home 
while we were gone. 

One year, when I was about 9, I noticed that my 
brother's gift from Santa was the same scooter l had 
seen my mom and dad buy. It was then that I realized 
with devastation that there was no Santa Claus. 

l never told my parents about seeing them buy the 
scooter. Ayear later, my parents finally told me that 
there was no Santa Claus. -by Molly Lynch 

All Mom wants for Christmas is a 6-foot ladder 
For as long as I can remember my mother has always 

been a little different from other people's mothers. She 
was the family handyman. While my friends' mothers 
asked for presents such as perfume or jewelry, my mother 
would ask for power tools and wrenches. 

Several years ago I once again asked that yearly 
question: "What do you want for Christmas." I was not 
even surprised when she responded, "A 6-foot ladder." 

So I went down to the local retail super store and 
bought the ladder and several rolls of wrapping paper. 
_ I lave you ever wrapped a 6-foot ladder? It's not easy. 

The paper kept tearing. The bottom of the legs kept 
pushing through the paper. Just when I would get the paper 
pulled tight across the ladder and begin to tape, I would 
accidentally punch a hole in the thin, unsupported 
covering. I would patch the_ hole and then continue 
wrapping. After m_uch frustration, hairpulling and outright 
swearing, I was finally ready to place this clumsily 

wrapped monstrosity under the Christmas tree. 
This produced my next proble!ll. How cio you place a 

6-foot ladder under a Christmas tree? 
l finally gave up and propped the ladder behind the 

tree. As more and more presents were placed under the 
tree, box corners would push against the ladder and 
puncture the wrapping paper. After a week of this, the 
paper was in shreds. So I 
bought more paper and 
once again performed the 
daunting task of wrapping 
the ladder. 

When we unwrapped 
presents, my mother was 
pleased with the gift. She 
swears she never had a clue 
about its identity. 

-by Patricia Hill 
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Seminar focuses on 
Truth About AIDS_ 
By SHALLON FLEMING 
Staff Reporter 

AIDS has affected nearly everyone in some way since 
its discovery in 1979. Perhaps the disease has already 
claimed the life of someone you knew. 

Guest speakers discussed their personal involvement 
with AIDS at College of the Mainland on Nov. 20 in a 
Truth About AIDS seminar. 

The Student Activities Board sponsored the event at
tended by COM students as well as community members. 

Before introducing the seminar's main speaker, Diana 
Erwin, Student Government secretary and SAB member, 
talked to the audience about how her life changed 11 years 
ago when she was diagnosed with HIV. Erwin said she 
was a drug addict for 20 years, addicted to heroine for 10 
of those years. Today she is a COM student. 

Erwin also spoke about how widespread acquired 
immune deficiency syndrome has become. She said: "It 's 
not a disease for only lowlifes and bums .. .. It is a disease 
for every segment of our society." 

Amy Webb of the AIDS Coalition of Coastal Texas 
then took the podium in a more formal lecture that in
cluded the biological structure of the human immunode
ficiency virus, the stages through which the disease 
progresses and possible treatments. 

Webb drew attention to a passage in a handout from 
the American Association for World Health which states: 
"Deaths from AIDS dropped 19 percent in the United 
States in 1996." 

Unfortunately, statistics also show that "despite the 
decrease in deaths, there was a 10 percent increase in AIDS 
prevalence in 1996 over 1995 figures ." 

Webb said: "Because deaths are going down, people 
think it's not a big deal anymore. It is a big deal." Recent 
medical advancements may prolong the lives of AIDS vic
tims, but new cases are on the rise. 

Webb then spoke about the importance of education 
and protection . "HIV is so easy to prevent," she said. But 
one audience member challenged her. When asked about 
the possibility of sperm leaking through microscopic holes 
in a condom, Webb explained condoms are considered to 
be 99. 999 percent effective if used correctly. 

Erwin cited an experiment from the Journal of 
America Medical Association that concluded after a two
year study that no infected sperm had passed through the 
condoms. Webb replied, "If you're wearing a condom for 
that long-<:all Guinness! " 

In a more solemn tone, Webb spoke of her anger at 
being diagnosed with HIV during a time when the medi
cal society knew about the disease but did not alert the 
public. " I didn 't know about prevention." Education about 
the disease had not yet begun. 

In their own attempt to educate people, Erwin and 
Webb spoke about how AIDS has changed their lives. Al
though both women are now diagnosed with full-blown 
AIDS, the final stage of the disease, it isn't evident in 
their apprearance. Both women look healthy. 

Webb said, "The biggest difference is that you hav·e 
to take tons of medicine." The biggest disappointment 
AIDS has played in her life is knowing she can never 
have children. 

Erwin's doctors have not yet found a combination of 
medicines that will help her. As a result she tires easily. 
She said: "I can't be a poster child for AIDS every day. I 
can just be me." 

Stressing the importance of safe sex, Webb distrib
uted a flier of local agencies which provide free condoms. 
They include Galveston County Health Districat, La 
Marque, ( 409) 938-2428; Planned Parenthood, Dickinso·n, 
(281) 337-4193; and UTMB Family Planning, Texas City, 
(409) 747-4952. 

For more information about HIV or AIDS, call the 
AIDS Coalition of Coastal Texas at ( 409) 763-AIDS or 
toll-free (800) 755-0440. 

COM students (back, from left) Bob Hon, Mike Unruh, Lee Ehmling, David Sanchez, (front, from left) Gloria 
Tookes, Eileen Martin, Rena Morris and Mike Mills represented COM at the GCIC Bowling Sports Day Nov. 19. 
The eyent was held at the Armadilla Lanes In Pasadena. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

. COM claims victories in Bowling Day 
By JENNIFER TILLMAN 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland brought back first- and sec
ond-place wins in the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference 
Bowling Sports Day held at the Arrnadilla Lanes in Pasa
dena Nov. 19. 

COM students Bob Hon, Mike Unruh, Lee Ehmling 
and David Sanchez took first place in the men's division, 
and COM students Reha Morris and Mike Mills took sec
ond place in the mixed doubles. Gloria Tookes and Eileen 
Martin also represented COM -at the Gulf Coast Intercolle
giate Conference bowling event. 

COM competed against bowling teams from four other 
colleges: Brazosport, Galveston, North Harris County and 
San Jacinto. 

In the men's team event, COM came in first with a com
posite score of 2085, San Jacinto second with 2009, North 
Harris third with 1950, Galveston fourth with 1598 and 
Brazosport fifth with 990. 

In the women's team event, North Harris came in first 
with a composite score of 1620, San Jacinto second with 
1523, Brazosport third with 1389, Galveston fourth with 859 
and COM fifth with 638. 

In the mixed team event, Brazosport came in first with 
1946, San Jacinto second with 1584, Galveston third with · 
1398, COM fourth with 967 and North Harris fifth with 941. 

The total pin results were San Jacinto first with 5116, 
North Harris second with 4511, Brazosport third with 4325, 
Galveston fourth with 3855 and COM fifth with 3690. 

The next GCIC Sports Day is March 26. GCIC Beach 
Volleyball and Golf Sports Day is set for April 16. 

Arena Theatre stages comedy, Mister Roberts 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Co-Assistant Editor 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre will present 
Thomas Heggen and Josh.ua Logan 's Pulitzer Prize-winning 
comedy, Mister Roberts, Jan. 29-Feb. 22. 

The 22-person cast will be directed by Jack Westin, 
COM director of Theater Programs. 

The play is based on the best-selling novel Mister Rob
erts by Heggen. According to Westin, Hollywood stage pro
ducer Leland Hayward and director Logan both read the novel 
and knew it had great potential as a play. Through their idea 
and Heggen's co-operation, Mister Roberts made its stage 
debut in 1947. 

The comedy, set on a Navy cargo ship in the Pacific 
Ocean, shows the life of the American sailors on board. 

Westin said Mister Roberts is probably one of the all
time best war plays. "The irony of this is that there is no 
shooting in the entire play." 

Westin also said he is glad that the Arena Theatre is able 
to produce the play. "It is not often done for four reasons." 
The show has a large cast and therefore is difficult to do, 
many costume changes are necessary, a live goat is involved, 
and the play is set on a ship. 

The theater is hosting a special performance of Mister 
Roberts Feb. 6 for area high schools. This has never been 

.-0one before, but Westin looks forward to the special perfor
mance because he thinks the nature of the show will expose . 
the high schoolers to a time they really don't know or under
stand. 

For more information or for tickets call the Arena The
atre Box Office at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-
2259, Ext. 345. 

Transportation available 
By MOLLY LYNCH 
Staff Reporter 

Are you or someone you know facing difficulties with 
transportation to school, work, or any other destination? 

The Gulf Coast Connect transportation seivice is avail
able Monday through Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. for residents of 
Galveston and Brazoria counties. 

To use the service, call ( 409) 945-0820 or toll-free (800) 
266-2320 to register. Special buses for those who are handi
capped are available. 

You must be registered to use the service. Temporary 
riders must make an appointment 24 hours in advance. If 
you register long term (several months), appointments are 
unnecessary. Cost is $1 per trip, or $30 a month. On request, 
you will receive transportation to and from your destination. 



Holiday challenge: 
use less stuff, recycle 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Co-Assistant Editor 

The third annual ULS (Use Less Stuff) Day was Nov. 
20. This day marked the beginning of a national cam
paign to raise awareness of holiday waste. 

According to a Nov. 13 press release from the Keep 
Texas Beautiful campaign, "Americans throw away an 
extra million tons of 'stuff' each week between Thanks
giving and New Year's." 

That adds up to more than 5 million tons of trash in 
42 days! 

This year Keep Texas Beautiful, Keep America Beau
tiful, The ULS Report and the Environmental Protection 
Agency have joined forces to encourage Americans to cre
ate Jess waste. 

The ULS campaign is urging people to be more waste 
conscious this holiday season. A few examples of how to 
eliminate waste are wrapping gifts in newspaper comics 
and magazine pages, using old newspapers as packing ma
terial and reusing plastic peanuts and cardboard boxes. 

The ULS is providing a free guide of these holiday 
tips. The booklet, "The ULS Yuletide Guide: Tips and 
Gifts to Get More From Less," may be obtained by send
ing a self-addressed, stamped envelope to The ULS Re
port, P.O. Box 130116, Ann Arbor, MI 48133, or by con
tacting the web site http://www.cygnus-group.com. 

For more information about the campaign, call Keep 
Texas Beautiful at 1-800-Clean-TX. 

Four free holiday gifts 
good any time of year 

If you are perplexed and can't th1nk of thCperfect 
gift to give that special someone this holiday season, a 
brochure distributed by HOPE Publications suggests four 
gifts that won't cost you a cent. 

One is the gift of listening-really liste~ing. Not let
ting your mind wander to some other topic. Not daydream
ing. Not planning your response. Just simply listening to 
what the other person is saying. 

Another of these free gifts is the gift of laughter. Give 
a funny cartoon clipped from the paper. Share a good joke, 
a funny story or a great article. This will let the other per
son know, "I love to laugh with you." 

The third gift that doesn't cost anything is the gift of 
a compliment. Nothing can brighten a person's day like a 
simple, sincere "You did a super job," "You look great in 
red," or "That was a wonderful meal." 

The last of the four gifts that won't cost you a cent is 
the gift of solitude. There are times when we want noth
ing more than to be left alone. Be respectful of others 
who feel this way and give them the time alone they need. 

These four gifts are not just good at Christmas time, 
they will be appreciated all year long. 

Board to decide fate of 
smoking policy Jan. 26 
Continued from Page 1--------

compromised, and on Jan. 1, 1994 set up designated 
smoking areas instead of making the campus smoke
free. They did so with the provision that the college 
would become smoke-free if the policy were not fol
lowed. The policy emphasized smokers were to clean 
up after themselves. 

When the Senate's proposed policy goes before 
the Board Jan. 26, the Board can either approve the 
proposal making it college policy, change the proposal 
making it stronger, or disapprove it and keep the cur
rent policy. 
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The Studio Group performs an energetic rendition of "Blue Skies," the final number of the COM Choral 
Concert In the Fine Arts Recital Hall Dec. 4. Studio Group members are (front row,a from left) Stephen 
Stroope, Lynn McBrayer, Marc Bowers, Laurie Thompson, (second row) Marqueita Sam, Jenna Contenta, 
(third row) Stephanie MIiier, Shawn Johnson and Mark Cox. Roger Keele directs the song and dance group. 
The COM Singers, under the direction of Michael Gilbert, opened the concert.(Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Scriptures, singing part of celebration 
Continued from Page 1----------

family and friends to pay "homage to our history and 
struggles for liberation on a higher level of human life." 

Dr. Karenga organized "seven principles which may 
serve as a guide for daily living." These principles which 
correspondfo theseven daysofcetebrat1on are unTty, self
determination, collective work and responsibility, coop
erative economics, purpose, creativity and faith. Kwanzaa 
is celebrated Dec. 26 through Jan. 1 in the hope that these 
principles will b~come part of everyday life. 

The Kwanzaa celebration at COM began with tribal 
music playing as women dressed in African garb handed 
out necklaces. Each necklace held a bead of red, a bead 
of black and a bead of green. The colors signify respec
tively the bloodshed of past struggles, the African people, 
and the hope for the future of these people and Africa. 

Eight-year-old Ashley Baines, a second grade student 
from Texas City, g~ve a moving cultural expression 
through a mixture of singing and Scriptures. A Texas City 
High School service fraternity, A Few Good Men, then 
performed their lively "stomping" routine to honor their 
African ancestors who stomped during tribal celebrationsi: 

Dr. Thomas F. Freeman of Texas Southern Univer
sity in Houston was the guest speaker for the celebratiion. 

In his preamble he explained that he had planned to speak 
about the theme, "embracing traditions for the next mil
lennium," but due to time constraints could only delve 
into two Kwanzaa principles: unity and faith . . 

With all the zest of a Baptist preacher, which he is, 
he began. In reference to the mixture of cultures sitting in 
the audience, he said, "We came from different lands, but 
we are all one people ... Americans." As he expounded on 
that theme, his voice crescendoed and the importance of 
unity, not only for a race, but for a country thundered from 
the auditorium speakers. 

"We must learn to stick together, and the glue that 
holds us together is faith," he said. "But faith in yourself 
and faith in others cannot replace your faith in God." 

After Dr. Freeman's speech, seven members of the 
community received Village Keepers' awards in recogni
tion of their work in the area of one of the Kwanzaa prin
ciples. Each recipient lighted a candle representing the 
principle he or she was being honored for upholding. 

A feast in the Student Center followed the ceremony. 
Kwanzaa planning committee members (all COM 

employees) were Chairwoman Beverly Mitchell, Leroy 
August, Anthony Hawkins, Tillie Henson, Babette Jam
mer, Dr. Lee McGriggs and James Shippy. 

SAB's first date auction nets $152 for charities 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Co-Assistant Editor 

Candles, music, flowers and seven men willing to be all 
yours, for a small (or large) price? No, this wasn't an illegal 
club; it was the setting of the College of the Mainland Stu
dent Activities Board's first-ever date auction, Bid-A-Date, 
held in the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium Dec. 4. 

The auction, chaired by SAB historian Deanna Lugo, 
raised $152 for charity. The money was .;plit between the 
M.I. Lewis Social Center in Dickinson and the Galveston 
County Chapter of the A Philips Randolph Institute. Each 
group will receive $75. 

The auction began with the seven male contestants com
ing down the stairs on either side of the auditorium as music 
played and Lugo introduced them. 

Each contestant's biography was read as he descended 
the stairs. While music played, the men danced, sang and 
gave flowers to the women in the audience, as encourage-

ment to bid on them for a date. 
Each purchaser received a $10 gift certificate to use on 

the date. Gift certificate~ included dinners at Ryan's 
Steakhouse in Webster and Fortune Chinese Restaurant in 
Texas City. One certificate was to a local bowling alley. 

After the men had been a~ctioned and the dates arranged, 
the SAB hosted a reception in the Administration Building. 

Lugo was pleased with the event, "but I thought more 
people from the school should have shown up." She added, 
"Especially since everything was for charity." 

Lugo and date auction contestant Roshawn Singleton 
came up with the idea of the auction. "We saw something 
like it on TV and both thought it would be good for us (the 
SAB) to do," Lugo said. The two suggested the idea to SAB 
members, who agreed to try it, auctioning only men. "I 
thought that maybe we could make another person's Christ
mas better," Lugo said of giving the money to charity. 

If SAB has another auction, both men and women will 
be included. "We hope more people will come," Lugo said. 



,. 
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Darla Ross helps 3-year-old Jessica Cerna, a friend's child, across the finish line for the 1/4 -mile event of 
the 21st Annual Turkey Trot Fun Run Nov. 22. Ross competed in the 3-mile run. Anyone in the local area Is 
eligible to participate in the Turkey Trot Fun Run. (Photo courtesy of Recreational Programs) 

COM students honored for academics 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Co-Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland students, Lisa DeBolt and 
Loretta Le Vick, have been nominated for the All USA CortJ
munity and Junior College Academic Team 1998. 

Sponsored by USA Today, the t\merican Association 
of Community Colleges and Phi Theta Kappa International 
Honor Society, the All USA Academic Team, as stated in 
the information package, is a program qesigned to "recog
nize scholarly achievements of students enrolled in the com
munity, technical and junior colleges." 

DeBolt and Le Vick, both friends and Phi Theta Kappa 
officers in the COM Sigma Delta chapter, wondered if the 
other had been nominated to the team as well before becom
ing excited about having been nominated. 

"First I asked Bethany (Pheneger, program assistant for 
the Humanities Team) if Lisa had been nominated too," 
Le Vick said. "Then I was excited." 

DeBolt shared how she found out she had been nomi
nated. "I was walking through the Math/Science Building 

and Mr. (Leslie)Richardson (member of the selection com
mittee) told me, 'The two of you made it."' DeBolt said she 
wasn't sure who the other person was but hoped it was 
Le Vick. "I didn't want to be in it without Loretta." 

After receiving their nominations, these two students 
spent countless hours filling out the application packet for 
the All USA Community and Junior College Academic Team 
1998. Each was required to write a 500-word essay on her 
most educational experience while in community college. 
Both also had to request three letters of recommendation. 
Each letter had to address a s9ecific topic stated in the infor
mation packet, and each letter had to be written by a differ
ent individual. 

As well as having been nominated for the All USA 
Community and Junior College Academic Team 1998, 
DeBolt and Le Vick will automatically be placed on an All
State Academic Team in Texas. 

De Bolt and Le Vick will find but if they made the All 
USA Community and Junior College Academic Team 1998 
at the end of February. If selected to the team, each will re
ceive scholarship money. 

New year brings students HOPE tax credit 
Students who pay tuition after Jan. I may be eligible for 

the HOPE scholarship and receive a tax credit in 1998. 
The HOPE Scholarship is part of the federal Tax Relief 

Act of 1997 and is actually a tax credit, not a scholarship. 
HOPE permits students who are enrolled in classes at least 
1/2 time in their {irst two years of post-secondary education 
to receive a tax credit of 100 percent on the first $1,000 and 
50 percent on the second $1,000 spent on tuition and fees. 
The credit can be used by the student or the taxpayer who 
claims the student as a dependent. Students who have an 

adjusted gross income of more th~n $50,000 are not eligible 
for the tax credit. 

Students who receive financial aid such as Pell Grants 
will have the amount of their HOPE Scholarship adjusted 
according to the amount of aid they receive. 

The deadline for spring semester tuition payment at 
College of the Mainland is Jan. 20. Students who paid their 
tuition before Jan. 1 are not eligible to use this tax credit. 

For more information call the COM Financial Aid Of
fice at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 275. 

Journ~lism offers students different experiences, careers 
Have you ever wondered what it is like to write sto

ries that many people read? Or how it feels when some
one recognizes your name on a story he or she has read? 

Well, now is your chance. Take the beginning jour
nalism course, COMM 1307, Writing for the Mass Me
dia and become a staff reporter for the College of the 
Mainland student newspaper, lnterCOM. 

No experience is necessary to enroll, just the desire 
to write. In addition to the course, students also need to 
register for the production lab, COMM 1129. 

Students with journalism, photography, graphic arts 
or illustration experience also are welcome to speak with 
InterCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery about enrolling in 
one of the advanced classes. 

The beginning class meets Mondays and Wednes
days 9:30-12:20 p.m. in the Lei!rning Resources Center, 
Room L-246. The advanced classes meet as a pool Mon
days and Wednesdays 11-1 :50 p.m. also in Room L-246. 

For more information call Lowery at ( 409) 938-1211 
or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 314. 

r1 =~?J!~~L~~l~~!-~!~t EdlW 
and PATRICIA HILL Managing Editor 

Christmas: a time for sharing, loving and car
ing. At Christmas time families and friends gather 
and exchange the gifts they have spent much time 
and energy buying or making. Little children go to 
bed on Christmas Eve secure in the knowledge 
Santa will deliver that special hoped-for toy. 

With Christmas gift giving in mind, InterCOM 
asked: "What is the best Christmas gift you ,ever 
gave or received?" Oftentimes giving holds as much 
or more pleasure as receiving. 

Summer Harrison: The 
best gift I ( ever) received 
was being able to have all 
my family gather together 
one Christmas. 

Carri Gregory: The birth 
of my son Luke Jr. was 
my best gift. He was born 
four days before Christ
mas. 

Casey Stayton: Life. My 
grandfather had a stroke 
on Christmas Eve and I 
gave him CPR. 

Kathryn Rice: The best 
gift I ever gave was a doll 
I gave my daughter when 
she was very young. She 
was really excited. Her 
face just lit up, and there 
wa~ a huge sparkle in her 
eyes. 

'. 

Zachary Jordan: When 
I was 10, my grandfather 
bought me a dirt bike. It 
was the best present I 
ever got. 

Shayla Waldrep: A trip 
to visit my family up in 
the Northeast for the holi
days was the best gift I 
ever got. 

Ryan Biggs: The best 
gift I got was a 1995 
Chevy full-size truck 
from my grandmother. 

Carolyn Phipps: About 
four years ago I received 
a big family picture of 
my son and his wife, my 
daughter and her hus
band, and my four grand
sons. Let them take a 
hint, I need a new one. ll 
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COM Board votes: 
smoke-free college 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Board of Trustees voted 
7-0 to make COM a smoke-free campus at the Jan. 26 Board 
meeting. In response students have begun a petition drive in 
the hope of convincing Board members to change their minds. 

Under the new policy, smoking or the use of tobacco 
products will not be tolerated on the campus, including park
ing lots, or in college vehicles as of June 1. 

Students who violate this policy will be fined $25 for a 
first violation and $50 for a second. A third violation will 
result in disciplinary action up to and including dismissal. 

The policy is stricter for COM employees who '!Viii be 
fined $50 for a first violation. A second violation will be 
punishable by termination. 

The Board's unanimous decision was re:;ched after the 
members rejected a new smoking policy proposed by the 
College Senate which would have strengthened the current 
policy that allows for. designated smoking areas. 

Under the xisting policy, smokers caught smoking out
side of the campus' 16 designated smoking areas are tick
eted $4. The Senate's new proposal calls for a $10 fine for 
the first violation, $25 for the second and disciplinary action 
for a third. 

After the Senate policy was presented and discussed, 
Board member Ralph Hol(lJes said the issue was "black and 
white, smoking or not." 

Board member Ivan Langford agreed, "The whole pro
cess shows this (the current policy) doesn't work." He added, 
"Changing the fine isn't going to solve the problem." 

Within days of the Board's decision, a petition drive 
was begun. Organizers have fliers up all over campus and 

See Petitioners Page 2 

Tillie Henson, COM Library Circulation Coordinator, presents the LAC Library's African-American History Month 
display to Ross Henderson's Monday/Wednesday 3:30 p.m. ENGL 1301 class. The display is part of the college's 
African-American History Month observance. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

COM invests in Black History Month 
By SHALLON FLEMING 
News Editor 

Organizations at College of the Mainland have joined 
forces to host this year's African-American History Month 
(known elsewhere as Black History Month). With activi
ties crowding the February calendar, committee member 
Dr. Lee A. McGriggs expects this to be COM's "greatest 
celebration (of African-American History Month) ever." 

Members of the Student Activities Board, Student Gov
ernment and the Library Team collaborated on events which 
will emphasize the cqntributions and investments of African 
Americans in the community. 

A blood drive in honor of Dr. Charles Richard Drew be
gan the celebrations on Feb. 3 (See related story, Page 3). 
According to Dr. McGriggs, blood transfusions were revo
lutionized when Dr. Drew developed a system that separated 

See COM Page 7 

Mister Roberts comes aboard Arena stage Political folk singer- -J 
leaves mark on COM II 

Ensign Pulver (COM speech Professor Roger 
Stallings) returns from a long-awaited liberty in the 
World War II comedy, Mister Roberts. The play is be
ing staged at the COM Arena Theatre and will run 
through Feb.22.(Photo courtesy Theater Department) 

By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

Mister Roberts, the World War II comedy by Thomas 
Heggen and Joshua Logan, is now playing at the College of 
the Mainland Arena Theatre and will close Feb. 22. 

Director of Theatre Programs Jack Westin is at the helm 
directing the play which is set aboard the U.S. Navy cargo 
ship AK 601 operating in the back areas of the Pacific. It 
takes place at the end of the war and revolves around the 
relationship Lt. Roberts (Cliff Mabry) has with the other 
men on the ship, but especially the captain. 

Roberts is well liked and respected by the sailors and 
other officers on the ship, partly because he protects them 
from the rampages of the ship's captain (Robert Judd). 

Because Roberts is not happy sqrving on a cargo ship, 
he stays on top of the war news and longs to be where the 
action is. Weekly he sends in paperwork to request a trans
fer to a destroyer. The only problem is the captain always 
attaches a letter to Roberts' request refusing the transfer. 
Although he detests Roberts, the captain wants to be pro
moted to commander and recognizes that it is Roberts who 
keeps the ship running smoothly and efficiently. 

Mabry and Judd capture the conflict between Roberts 
See Mister Page 7 

By JENNIFER HUNTER 
Staff Reporter 

"The Bold Tenant Farmer," "Don't ask, Don't 
Tell." These are a few of the songs that rang out at 
College of the Mainland as folk singer Charlie King 
performed three times in the Learning Resources 
Auditorium at 9:30 a.m., 11 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. on 
Feb. 4. 

This is the first time that King, who has enter
tained at COM for the past 15 years brought along 
an accompanist, Sharon Perez-Abreu. She added 
spirit to the performance when she played the fiddle. 
They played their instruments with flair, and the 
audience seemed to cling to every note. 

King's songs sparked an awakening in the au
dience. The first song, "Why Am I Painting the Liv
ing Room?" tells how people live for superficial 
things and don't realize that they won't matter in 
the end. The song suggests that we put too much 

See Charlie Page 8 
L----~-------
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COM students load up on baked potatoes, drinks and club information at the spring Welcome Kickoff held 
Jan. 27 in the Student Center during College Hour, 12:30-1 :30. The SAB-sponsored kickoff offered stu
dents a chance to learn about campus clubs, organizations and upcoming events. Johnny Maze and Deanna 
of KTBZ's 107 "The Buzz" provided music, free. stickers and koozies. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

InterCOM editors oppose new smoking policy 
In light of the new smoking policy which goes into 

effect June 1 abolishing smoking on campus, and our 
research into the history of the College of the Mainland 
smoking policy, we believe both the Board of Trustees 
and smokers need to eo-operate with one another. 

The Board must recognize that most smokers are 
complying with the current policy. These smokers 
should not be punished. Rather than ·abolishing the old 
policy, the Board should implement the policy pre
sented to them by the College Senate on Jan. 26 which 
called for more stringent fines . 

The Board must also be aware that other area 
community colleges permit smoking outside of the 
buildings. Prohibiting smoking could cause COM's 
enrollment to further decline. 

The Board needs to demand that the campus police 
more actively enforce whatever smoking policy is in 
effect by ticketing smokers who smoke outside the 
designated areas. If the fines are steep enough, this will 
ensure compliance and act as a deterrent. 
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Smoking is a privilege, not a right. Smokers need 
to follow the rules and smoke only in the 16 designated 
areas set aside for them. Furthermore, the smokers 
should participate in self-policing by encouraging 
others to smoke only in the cfesignated areas.: -

Besides the health factors, the Board also is 
concerned about cigarette butts and other tobacco 
products littering the campus. Smokers must be more 
responsible and considerate by cleaning up after 
themselves. 

We, the editors of InterCOM comprised of both 
smokers and non-smokers, firmly believe the Board of 
Trustees acted too hastily and gave little consideration 
to the Senate's proposed policy. We also believe the 
Board should re-evaluate its decision; however, 
smokers must realize that the Board does have the final 
say on whether or not this will be a smoke-free campus. 

Smokers, if you want to smoke on campus, show 
the Board you can do so responsibly. 

-by the lnterCOM Editors 

Petitioners overturn 
smoking ban Dec. '93 
Continued from Page 1----------

are collecting signatures from people opposed to the new 
policy. They hope to convince the Board to change its mind. 

In response to the Board's decision Dr. Donald G. Bass, 
dean of Instruction and Student Services, said, "It didn't sur
prise me," . He added that the Board will listen to the student's 
concerns, but he doubts they will change the new policy. 

Smoking and the use or sale of tobacco products was 
first banned from campus buildings in fall 1990. In Febru
ary 1993 the Board voted to ban smoking on the entire cam
pus. This was to go into effect Jan. l, 1994. 

In October 1993 students presented a peti'tion to the 
Board asking them to modify the policy and allow desig
nated smoking areas. The Board initially rejected it, but on 
Dec. 7, 1993, voted to amend the policy and pennit desig
nated smoking areas. At that time the Board warned that 
failure to keep the areas clean would result in a total ban. 

The next Board meeting is Feb. 26 at noon. Students 
may also address the administration at the Student Concerns 
Forum Feb. 17 at 12:30 p.m. in the Student Center. 

Letter to the Editor 

Smoker complains, 
COMmunistic rule 
Dear Editor: 

On the first of June, according to an article in the 
Jan. 31 Texas City Sun, COM will become a smoke-free 
campus. I wonder how much thought the Board ·of 
Trustees put into the decision and how much they want 
to go with a trend. Basically, did they do a survey among 
students and faculty? Did they see how many smokers 
there are on campus? To follow a trend and run with it, 
basically on what certain people feel, is totally wrong. 
Most of the people who made the decision are probably 
non-smokers. People tell us that this is a democratic 
society, but I feel it is more like a communistic society. I 
don't know why we can't smoke in our own private 
vehicles. It's not like we will have that many people 
around the vehicles inhaling second-hand smoke. 
Sincerely, 
Kathy Pollard, long-time COM student 

Letters to the Editor policy: 
InterCOM welcomes all letters to the Editor. 

Please make letters brief and to the point. All letters 
should include a name and daytime telephone number 
for verification. We reserve the right to edit all letters for 
length, grammar, spelling and libelous content. letters 
to the Editor will be printed on a space-available basis. 

Child care is essential; 
lab offers evening times 

: By Ciiru:St'tNA"iollNS6~ .. j " ·' ' 'i~ . • 

Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland provides evening child care 
to enable evening students with children ages 3-11 to take 
cla-sses. For a $5 registration fee and $3 per evening, stu
dents can go to classes, do a lab, or just study in the li
brary, knowing their children are close by. To be enrolled, 
children must be potty trained. 

The Evening Child Care program began last semes
ter, and according to evening director, Janie Aguirre, "It's 
been great." The ma in reason for starting the program was 
to allow parents to attend night classes, Aguirre explained. 

Evening care is not the same as the day care program 
offered by the COM Child Development Lab. The pur
pose of the Child Development Lab, which operates dur
ing the day, is to provide an outstanding setting for stu
dents who are taking classes to become teachers of young 
children, said Dr. Katie Butler, Child Care director. The 
lab gives students hands-on experience. 

In contrast, the purpose of Evening Child Care is to 
provide students with supervised care for their children 
at a reasonable cost. 

Children may be registered during normal credit reg
istration at the beginning of a semester, or they can be 
.placed on a waiting list. The time speftl on the waiting list 
varies·, Aguirre said. As ·of now, Tuesd-ays and Thursdays 
have places available, and when a place becomes avail
able on Mondays and Wednesdays, the next person on 
the list will be contacted. 

For infonnation call Aguirre at (409) 938-1211 or toll
free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 611, or Kay Magee at Ext. 390. 
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A child's goal is real; 
motivation is the key 

-Do you remember your second grade teacher 
asking, "What do you want to be when you grow 
up?'; It was a question that seemed simple to 
those imaginative 7- and 8-year-olds. 

Some would say they wanted to be doctors, 
teachers, lawyers or even astronauts. 

With so many people dropping out of school 
every year, one wonders what happened to those 
childhood dreams. 

In today's technological society, mostjobs 
require at least a high school diploma, and many 
of the highest paying jobs demand a college 
degree. With the advances in technology, a 
college education is becoming vital for career 
opportunities . . 

Why are so many people dropping out? Is it 
the expense, time or possibly just lack of motiva
tion? Or could it be that some may not get the 
praise and support while growing up that they 
need to make their childhood dreams a reality? 

When my second grade teacher asked what I 
wanted to be, I responded, "A writer." She 
decided to give me additional guidance in 
spelling, grammar and punctuation. She asked me 
to write stories for her so she could proofread my 
work. 

Every year my tea9hfJS. wer~J>JJP.R9.rtivs ?f . 
my career goal. I was young but determined "to be 
a writer. 

Most supportive of all were my parents. 
Besides the wonderful writing devices (like a 
computer) they bought to help me, they gave me 
confidence by giving me praise. They gave me 
what many people lack in school-motivation. 

My parents inspired me to take college 
classes while I was still in high school and I 
graduated early. When I received my diploma last 
May, I had already completed 22 college hours. 
By endlessly going to school all year, I will take 
part in another graduation this May. 

If it weren't for my parents' and teachers' 
support, I would not be as far ahead as I am, and I 
am pursuing my childhood dream of becoming a 
writer. 

When you ask a child, "What do you want to 
be when you grow up?" take his or her response 
seriously. Your guidance and support can lead that 
child to pursue his or her childhood dreams as I 
am pursuing mine. 

COM has 2 mini-sessions; 
offers English and biology 

Is your life so busy that you cannot take regularly 
scheduled credit classes during the semester? If so, two 
three-week mini-courses that occur after the spring se
mester and before Summer I are available to you. These 
courses will not interfere with spring classes, and you may 
register from now until May 1 for English and May 11 for 
biology. 

ENGL 1302.71, Composition and Reading, will be 
held May 11-29, Monday-Thursday from 1:30-4:50 p.m. 

BIOL 1322.71, Food and Nutrition, will be held May 
11-29, Monday-Friday from 8:30-11:20 a.m. 

To register for these courses, go to the Admission's 
Office in the Administration Building. 
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Derrell Jones, a phlebotomist with the Gulf Coast Blood Center of Houston, prepares Abby Wynegar for her 
blood donation. The SAS-sponsored Blood Drive was held in the Student Center Feb. 3 and 4, and commemo-

. rated Dr. Charles Richard Drew. The blood center collected 83 pints of blood. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

Students contribute 10 gallons of blood 
By SEAN BUCHANAN 
Staff Reporter 

The Gulf Coast Blood Center of Houston in conjunc
tion with the Student Activities Board held a blood drive 
Feb. 3 and 4 in the Sun Room of the Student Center. It 
was part of the College of the Mainland biannual blood 
drive which SAB sponsors each year. · 

COM students anct ·emptoyees tallied for a total of 83 
pints with only 13 deferrals (people who for some reason 
cannot donate blood). When asked why she was donat
ing blood, COM student and SAB member Abby Wynegar 
replied, "I always give blood." Sandra Salazar, another 

student, said, "Because there's a shortage." Many blood 
banks have been reporting low supplie!. of blood. 

The blood center, which serve the Gulf Coast com
munities, reported 88 pints of blood collected and 18 de
ferrals for COM 's fall blood drive. 

InterCOM asked Derrell Jones, a phlebotomist for 
the blood center, what he thought about this semester's 
blood drive. "People here have been very enthusiastic. 
This is one of our better blood drives.'' 

This blood drive was incorporated into the COM 
African-American History Month observance, and as such 
commemorates Dr. Charles Richard Drew, who perfected 
the technique of separating plasma from whole blood. 

The 10 Commandments of Health .good for life 
By RA'KEISHA HOLMAN 
Staff Reporter 

Want to know the secrets to having energy, great re
lationships and higher self-esteem? Who doesn't? In a 
pamphlet called The JO Greatest Health Commandments, 
cardiologist Stephen Yarnell breaks down 10 almost 
simple ways to having a healthier life. Anyone who ap
plies Yarnell's commandments faithfully will notice 
changes within a few weeks. . 

Here are Yarnell's commandments, and how to in
corporate them into your daily routine. 1) Exercise thy 
body-joining an aerobics class, for example, is a great 
way to drop some pounds before summer, meet new 
people and lift your spirits. 2) Exercise thy mind-going 
to school and learning new things from new people is just 
one of the many ways to get those brain waves flowing. 
3) Exercise thy spirit-inspirational readings help you 
learn how to give and appreciate what others give to you. 
A book, such as The Ange/walk Trilogy by Roger Elwood, 
can inspire a person to not be afraid of being open and 
loving. 

The commandments continue. 4) Exercise thy will
power-this has to be by far the hardest of all the com- . 
mandments. The power to decide that ably you can change 
your life by kicking bad habits and developing new 
healthier ones is the real test of willpower. 5) Have a happy 
heart-instead of staying at home on Friday nights and 
doing your h·omework, take a break to check out the lat
est comedy flick such as The Wedding Singer, or go out
side to smell the fresh air, look at the trees and notice 
how. the sun can sparkle on a dear day. 6) Pia y-the older 
we get the harder it is to set aside time just to play out-

side, but Sony PlayStation, Nintendo 64 and even a game 
of checkers are considered to be playtime as well. 

Yarnell 's commandments also express how a healthy 
diet helps. 7) Eat, drink and be merry-the things we eat, 
drink and all other things we put into our bodies can de
termine how healthy we are and can be. Excess food and . 
harmful drugs are an unneccessary part of our lives. 8) 
Give up guilt, regret and depression-face up to all those 
bad memories and decisions. Don't let them control your 
life; look within yourself and take control of your life. 9) 
Fear not the future-the future comes one step at a time, 
but ultimately the future lies in your hands. 

Step 10 may be the most important. 10) Live now
learn from all the people and things that surround you. 
Live for the day and learn from mistakes of the past."'We 
should all live life to the fullest each day. Look to others 
for inspiration and remember to always try to be an inspi
ration to others. 

With the help ofthese 10 steps, you can help your 
future fall into place and live a healthier life. 



Page 4, February 1998, lnterCOM 

News/Features 

The COM Police Team are (front, from left) Robyn Ring, officer; Christi Hovanetz, student assistant; Diann Lukas, 
secretary; (bacls, from left) Willie Huerta, officer; Arbry Clifton, officer; Charlie Jackson, officer; and Vernon 
Ewell, officer. Officers Matt Clausen and Vernette Jones and secretary Sherri Jolly are not pictured. Located in 
the Administration Building, the police department also houses lost and found. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

COM police seek to prevent car thefts 
By MOLLY LYNCH 

. Copy Editor 

One car is stolen every 19 seconds in the United 
States, according to the auto theft pamphlet, Keeping Your 
Wheels, produced by the College of the Mainland Police 
Team. 

Approximately one out of every 119 vehicles was sto
len in the United States in 1990; and more than 2/3 of all 
auto thefts occurred at night. 

How safe is your car? By taking precautions you will 
reduce the chances of your car being stolen. Roll up the 
windows, lock the car and take the key. If you have a 
pickup truck, make sure your back window is closed. Park 
in busy, well-lighted areas. Keep all valuables in the trunk 
or out of sight. "Cell phones are a common target for auto 

theft," said COM Police Officer Arbry Clifton. 
Do not leave identification or credit cards in the ve

hicle and purchase an anti-theft system to defend against 
auto theft. 

During the last two years auto thefts at COM have 
increased in the springtime. "There is possibly a theft ring 
that operates and targets this campus during the spring," 
Officer Clifton said. To keep auto thefts down in the spring, 
(beginning in March) the Police Team increases foot and 
bike patrols in the parking lots. 

If you are a victim of on-campus auto theft or bur
glary, contact the COM police immediately at the police 
emergency exte.nsion 599. 

For more information, pick up a pamphlet at the po
lice department's new Community Education Center out
side their office1 which is located across from the cashier's 
window in the Administration Building. 

Suicide social issue; 
No. 3 killer of teens 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Assistant Editor 

Editors Note: This is the first in a three-part series 
on social problems: Part I deals with child and ado
lescent suicide; Part 2 will deal with spousal bat
tering; Part 3 will deal with child sexual abuse. 

Suicide. It's the No. 3 killer among adolescents. 
Suicide. It is an act everyone has thought about. 
"You have to think about doing it to know you don't 
want to," someone once told me. Child and adoles
cent ·suicides and suicide attempts are occurring 
more frequently. 

While riding with an officer as part of a sociol
ogy project, I became alarmed at the number of sui
cide threat calls that came across the radio. The first 
night I rode with him, we heard a call stating that 
an 8-year-old was holding a knife .to his throat threat
ening to commit suicide. I was flabbergasted. Why 
should any 8-year-old know what suicide is? And 
more importantly, wh-y would he want to commit 
it? He's only 8 for crying out loud. I convinced 
myself that this was just a "one in a millon" type 
call. The officer assured me it wai'i not. ·1 didn't want 
to believe him. 

. Despite my skepticism, chi_ld and adolescent 
suicides are on the rise. 

The day after Thanksgiving I read in an area 
paper, "Local teen hangs herself in backyard tree." 
The officer was right. It is happening more fre
quently. 

The high school sophomore wnb 'hairgecl fier-"' 
self had many family problems. Her family's his
tory included drug abuse and several arrests. People 
had often heard her say she couldn't take it any
more. She wanted to get away. 

This story is not uncommon. Sad but true, chil
dren and adolescents ultimately take their lives when 
they can no longer cope with life's day-to-day 
struggles. 

See Warning Page 5 

Horoscope predicts love for all signs in February 
By RA'KEISHA HOLMAN 
Staff Reporter 

Spring is near and love is in the air. There are lots of 
new relationships to start, and lots of old relationships to 
cut loose. If you need guidance, here is the forecast for 
the month of February. And don't forget Feb. 14 is St. 
Valentine's Day. 

Aquarius 1/21 to 2/19-Don 't let your buddies per
suade you to dip into your savings account this month. 
.---------, Within the next two weeks or so, you · 

will be in ne.ed of some extra funds 
for an unplanried trip. With Jupiter 
entering Pisces this month, you 
should beware of old friends show
ing up with moving plans that in

_______ _. elude you. Also, beware of money 

scams. Your real friends will be put to the test, when you 
are faced with lots of pressure at the work place. As for 
love, forget about that old love flame because it is just a 
flame, and it can be blown out. The friend who is always 
your shoulder to cry on is the friend you should be devot
ing your time to. 

Pisces 2/20 to 3/20-Qld friends step back into the 
picture. The question is do you have room for them in 
your life? There's not a lot going on in the love depart-

ment, but you have plenty of time to pick up an old hobby. 
Aries 3/21 to 4/20-Pay lots of attention to your 

present relationship. With both of you being so busy this 
month, it will give you time to evaluate the romance. Your 
partner will develop a jealous rage toward the end of this 
month when an ex appears at your doorstep. 

Taurus 4/21 to 5/21-Give in a little this month by 
letting a friend win an argument. Expect some roses from 
an old friend on Valentine's Day. You will be given the 
chance to do something new and fun this month . 

Gemini 5/22 to 6/21-The person you are with now 
is more than likely your soul mate. Stay with this person 
and grow with this person. Plan some time off for the 
summer because you deserve it. · 

Cancer 6/22 to 7/23-Take some time to relax and 
party. The Aries moon puts you in the mood to be the life 
of the· party. Decide between your high school sweetheart 
and that new person at your job. You can't keep juggling 
them both. 

Leo 7/24 to 8/23-Group activities are a must this 
month. It is important for you to learn from others. With 
Venus turning toward your sign this month, you have the 
chance to start a new relationship; unfortunately, it will 
be after Valentine's Day. 

Virgo 8/24 to 9/23-In order for you to remain on 
everyone's good side, don't be greedy. Share with your 

.• 

family and friends, and don't take all the credit for a 
project. You are on top of things at school; now is a good 
time to bring up your GPA. Stop ignoring your intuition. 
It is probably telling you to do the right thing about your 
love interest. 

Libra 9124 to 10/23-J upiter enters Pisces this month 
which means you are very involved in school activities. 
The total eclipse of the sun means that an old flame will 
·ask you for another chance at a relationship. If you are 
single take the chance. If you are in a relationship, stick 
with it; this person may be the one. 

Scorpio 10/24 to 11/22-This month you have total 
power over every situation. The one person you must pay 
lots of attention to is your mate: Since you have so much 
control for'the next couple of weeks, you have to let your 
loved one know you still love him or her. 

Sagittarius 11/23 to 12/21-With everything up in 
the air for you, maybe you should consider moving out. 
It is time for you to start saving up money for a new way 
of life. At a party you will meet a new fling. 

Capricorn 12/22 to 1/20-,.... This is your love month. 
There's no one you can't attract. Don't try to make any 
commitments, just have fun. 
Editors note: These horoscopes were compiled from sev
eral sources including this February's issue of Seventeen 
and Globe Horoscopes. 



Warning signs key 
to suicide prevention 
Continued from Page 4------------

. In the news article about the teen-ager, her mother 
said the girl had recently broken up with her boyfriend. 
Whether this was the cause of her suicide, no one knows 
for certain. However, we must realize that every single 
thing we do, big or little, affects someone else 's life. 

I spoke with a nurse who formerly worked at a 
Devereaux mental health facility in Galveston County. 
She worked with adolescents who suffered from psycho
logical problems. Most children don't want to kill them
selves, she said but often do so because no one stops them 
or catches (hem before it 's too late. 

The nurse talked about how one girl committed sui
cide while in Devereaux. She tied her bed sheets together 
and threw them over the door. The girl then made a noose, 
climed onto a chair, stu.ck her head into the noose and 
kicked the chair out from under her. 

The nurse explained the girl used a technique other 
girls in her ward had tried unsuccessfully. The other.girls 
who had tried to commit suicide in this manner were al
ways found just before they died and were saved. "After 
someone attempts something like this, you tend to pay 
more attention to them," the nurse said. "My guess is the 
girl wanted attention, not to die." 

Children and adolescents commit suicide for any 
number of reasons. They do it because they feel unloved, 
unsuccessful, unable to handle life's struggles, live up to 
others' expectations of them, or their own expectations. 
Other times they may feel alone, unwanted or unimpor
tant. 

The psychology text, The Developing Person: 
Through Childhood and Adolescence by Kathleen Berger 
and Ross Thompson, states more girls attempt suicide than 
boys; however, more boys are-"successful." It also states 
suicide rarely occurs without warning. Berger and Thomp-
son li:\t .SQ.W.e WAn;iin.g..s~gJ\&:,,,_., . ,. , , 

1) A sudden decline in school attendance and achieve
ment, especially in students of better-than-average abil
ity; 

2) A break in a love relationship; 
3) Withdrawal from social relationships, especially 

if the adolescent seems no longer to care about interac
tion; 

4) An attempted suicide; 
5). Cluster suicides (several suicides committed in 

close succession). 
Everyone needs to be educated about suicide. At the 

moment virtually nothing is done to prevent this tragedy. 
The only time someone tries to prevent suicide is right 
after a person has killed himself or herself or has attempted 
to do so. 

Each community should offer seminars on suicide. 
These could be taught by nurses, doctors, police officers, 
psychologists, family members of people who have com
mitted suicide, or people who have attempted it. 

A seminar would be successful if it stopped just one 
individual from committing suicide. No problem is worth 
giving up one's life. Suicide is a permanent decision. 

Other alternatives exist. Life should be more impor
tant than death. 

Suicide is not an escape. 

Instructors 
for Sigma Delta fund-raiser 

Sigma Delta, College of the Mainland's chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa, will once again host Duck for a Day 
April 1. 

Anyone at the college may participate in the fund
raiser by dropping money into envelopes marked with the 
names of faculty members pledging to dress up like a duck. 
Whoever receives the most money will wear a duck suit. 

Several faculty members have already pledged to par
ticipate. Past ducks have been biology Professor Joanna 
Kile and former math Professor Michael Judge. Voting 
will be held March 9-28 in the Math/Science Atrium and 
several other offices on campus. 
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COM cafeteria Manager Rachel Stephenson stands between the new steam table and the new deli case. These are 
just a few of the cafeteria's improvements. A hot dog machine may be the next new item. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

Cafeteria improvements still underway 
By CHRISTINA JOHNSON 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland cafeteria, located in the 
Student Center, underwent reconstruction last summer to bet
ter serve students as well as the faculty and staff. Jeff Brown, 
owner of Brown Food Services and the vending machine 
contract, helped give the cafeteria (Snack Bar) a face lift. 

Several improvements were made last August. The wall 
between the food serving area and the dining area was re
m9\;'ed and replaced with a glass wall. A deli case was added 
to provide freshly made sandwiches and salads. The college 
also bought a new steam table to enable the cafeteria to serve 
several full meals from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Mondays through 
Thursdays. On Fridays only the grill and the deli are open 

from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Additional Snack Bar hours are Mon
days through Thursdays, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. and 5 p.m.-7 p.m. 

Over the holidays more improvements were made. A 
cappuccino maker was purchased, along with a regular cof
fee machine and the soda fountains were upgraded to work 
more efficiently. Also the cafeteria staff no'!V makes home
made soup twice a week. The soup is a recent addition, but 
the serving days have not yet been set. 

According to Rachel Stephenson, who was hired as the 
new cafeteria manager in mid-November, the next item that 
may be added is a hot dog machine. 

It is now possible to call in orders. The amount of time 
needed to wait depends on what the order is. For more infor
mation, or to place an order, call ( 409) 938-1211 or toll-free 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 416. 

St. V.alentine inspires most romantic holiday 
By MOLLY LYNCH 
Copy Editor 

A day of romance befalls Feb. 14--St. Valentine's Day. 
The traditional view of this day is of hearts, cupids and 

the exchanging of love letters, but most people do not know 
how this holiday originated. 

Records for whom this day is named are unclear, but 
several theories about its origin have come together to cre
ate this romantic holiday. 

One theory is that Valetine 's Day came about as a result 
of a Christian priest named St. Valentine who lived during 
the rule of the Roman emperor Claudius II. In AD. 270 Val
entine committed the crime of performing ill_egal marriages 
and was imprisoned by the decree of Clauclius. The emperor 
had outlawed marriages-because he believed that soldiers 
were less willing to fight when they had family ties. 

Valentine had become friends with the jailer's daughter 
while being held in prison. The night of his execution he 

gave her a note of gratitude for her kindness and signed it, 
"Your Valentine." 

The tradition of exchanging notes evolved as a result. 
Another theory is that Valentine's Day began in a Ro

man festival called Lupercalia, a feast celebrated in Febru
ary in honor of Lupercus, a Roman version of the Greek god 
Pan. The men pinned to their sleeves the names of the girls 
who were to be their partners during the festival. Sometimes 
couples exchanged gifts. 

Later Valentine cards were exchanged instead. In 1415, 
the first Valentine card was believed to have been made by 
the Duke of Orleans. He wrote love poems to his wife while 
imprisoned in the Tower of London. 

During the Civil War, Valentine cards became popular 
in the United States. 

No matter how Valentine's Day began, the tradition of 
celebrating personal relationships between lovers, or bring
ing together special friend:; and family members makes this 
holiday extraordinary. 

More than sociology offered during study sessions 
If you are facing difficulties in Sociology 1301, a 

new study session offered by reading professor Dr. 
Janith Stephenson may help. Dr. Stephenson will as
sist you in your studies and guide you to become a 
better student. 

The study sessions provide help in learning im
portant terms, taking notes, reading journal articles, 
preparing for tests and writing essay test questions. You 
will learn how to cope with test anxiety and how to 
manage your time. 

The study sessions for Sociology 1301 are held 
Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m. in the Learning Resources 
Center, Room L-252, and Fridays at 11 a.m. in L-247. 

For more information call Dr. Stephenson at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 322 or e
mail: jstephenson@campus.mainland.cc.tx.us. 

Dr. Stephenson's office hours are Wednesdays 11 
a.m.-12:20 p.m. and 2-2:30 p.m.; Thursdays from 1:30-
4:30 p.m.; and Fridays 9:30-11 a.m. At Clear Creek 
High School, her hours are Thursdays, 6-6:30 p.m. 
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COM students (from left) Jerry Sonnier, Tony Evans, Melvin Hudnall and Eric Griffin won the 3-on-3 basketball 
tourney held in the COM gym Jan. 28. The winners received T-shirts and the right to represent COM at the GCIC 
Sports Day hosted by North Harris College in Tomball March 26. Evans and Griffin were part of the team that took 
first place at the Sports Day held Nov. 6. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Winning teams to advance to Sports Day 
By SEAN BUCHANAN 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland invites all students to compete 
in upcoming sports tournaments. Three student/employee 
tournaments and one 8-ball tournament are slated for Febru
ary and March. 

The 8-ball tourney will be held on Feb. 18 at 2 p.m. in 
the Student Center. A student/employee racquetball tourna
ment is scheduled for Feb. 23 at 3 p.m. in the gym. 

All basketball players are encouraged to sign up for the 
3-on-3 tournament Feb. 25 at 2 p.m.; awards will be pre
sented to the winners of the tournament. 

A student/employee tennis tourney will be held at the 
tennis courts March 2 at 3 p.m. 

The winners of the racquetball, tennis and 8-ball tour
naments will receive T-shirts and represent COM at the Gulf 
Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day to be held March 
26 at North Harris College in Tomball. . 

Softball players also are needed to represent COM at 
the GCIC Sports Day. Practices are held Tuesdays and Thurs
days from 3-4:30 p.m. 

The men's soccer team is looking for more players. Prac
tices are Thursdays at 3 p.m.; games are on Sundays. The 
student/employee pickup volleyball league has been moved 
to Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. If you enjoy playing volleyball, 
sign up in the gym. 

For more information call Maryann Urick, Recreational 
Programs and Student Activities coordinator, at ( 409) 938-
1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

Mardi Gras marks beginning of Lenten season 
By CHRISTINA JOHNSON 
Staff Reporter 

Mardi Gras will be celebrated from Feb. 13-24 in 
Galveston. A French term meaning Fat Tuesday, Mardi 
Gras is the day before Ash Wednesday and falls on Feb. 
24 this year. 

College of the Mainland will celebrate Mardi Gras 
Tuesday, Feb. 24, in the Student Center during College 
Hour, 12:30-1 :30 p.m. The Student Activities Board spon
sored-event will serve free red beans and rice, and 
jambalaya. The COM Jazz Combo also will perform. 

The term Mardi Gras arose from a custom of parad
ing a fat ox through the streets on Fat Tuesday, preceding 
the Lenten season during which in prior times Catholics, 
Episcopa.lians and Lutherans fasted or denied themselves 
certain foods, such as those high in fat. The tradition of 
making doughnuts for Mardi Gras stems from the custom 
of using up all the fat in a household before the beginning 
of Lent. Lent is the period from Ash Wednesday through 
Holy Saturday, the day before Easter. 

Mardi Gras is celebrated in many cities in addition to 
Galveston, most notably New Orleans, La., and Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. 

The exact time or place of the first Mardi Gras is not 
known, but the origins of this celebration may lie in an
cient Rome. Before a period of fasting, it is believed that 

the Romans would eat, drink and party. Today's Mardi 
Gras celebrations aren't much different. Revelers eat, 
drink and are merry, too. 

The theme of this year's Galveston Mardi Gras is The 
Big Speakeasy. It represents the 1920s, an era once de
scribed by author F. Scott Fitzgerald. He wrote, "The par
ties (were) bigger, the pace was faster, the shows were 
broader, the buildings were higher (and) the morals were 
looser." 

Many venders will be evident this year in Galveston's 
Strand District selling trinkets and beads, along with a 
variety of foods. Revelers can also have their faces painted. 

The parties, parades and other organized events are 
coordinated by the Galveston Park Boa-rd of Trustees, 
Continental Airlines, Browning-Ferris Industries, Coca
Cola, Eller Media, Cinemark, Spectrum Events and 104 
KRBE. Because of their contributions nine extravagent 
parades will be held beginning Feb.14 and ending on Fat 
Tuesday. 

Tickets for the Strand are $10 at the gates; children 
12 and under get in free with a paying adult. The gates 
will open at 8 a.m. and close at 7 p.m. 

For more information about Galveston Mardi Gras, 
the Island or parade times and locations, go to 
www.galveston.com on the Web._ Or contact the Galveston 
Island Convention and Visitors Bureau at 888-GAL-ISLE 
(888-425-4 753). 

Football in review; 
NFL to high school 

1997 treated us to another great year of football. 
You could have watched on TV or attended any n1;1mber 
of exciting games this season whether it was the NFL, 
college or our own high schools. 

The NFL season came to a spectacular finish on 
Jan. 25 in San Diego. The 1998 Super Bowl champions 
are the Denver Broncos. They edged the Green Bay 
Packers 31-24. Both teams played an awesome game 
with many memorable moments and relatively few 
penalties. With their victory, Denver snapped the 13-
year winning streak of the NFC and brought hope to the 
~FC for years to come. 

I salute John Elway and the rest of the Broncos 
team for a job well done. Also notable is that Denver 
played three playoff games to get there, whereas the 
Packers only played two. 

However, the real winners this year are the owners 
and the NFL. They showed their muscle by getting a 
new television contract totaling $18 billion over seven 
years. That's $18 followed by nine zeros. 

CBS and ESPN were another pair of winners. CBS 
got the NFL back, and ESPN took all the Sunday night 
games. Losers in the deal were NBC and TNT. 

The season ended with the fall of the Dallas 
Cowboys and their first losing record since 1989. On top 
of that; thd'>iiers beat th-em on Thanksgiving Day (Why 
aren't they back in Houston?). You could easily blame 
Barry Switzer, the former head coach, but he's only 25 
percent of the problem. He only calls the plays; the 
Cowboys have to execute them. I think Cowboys owner 
Jerry Jones will get a great new commander for his team 
and will spend some serious time shopping on the free 
agent market. 

In another highlight of the season, one of the NFL's 
Most Valuable Players, Barry Sanders of the Detroit 
Lions, rushed for more than 2,000 yards. The last time 
that was done was when Eric Dickerson of the L.A. 
Rams rushed for 2,105 in 1984. 

The coll~ge scene was equally as bleak for Texas as 
the NFL. Texas' John Mackovic got the boot after 
turning his t_eam into the worst in !:,onghorn history 
since the early 1950s. I am anxious to see what the new 
coach, Mack Brown, is going to do. He comes from 
North Carolina after leading the Tarheels to a No. 5 
finish in the polls. 

The Aggies were our only hope this season. After a 
devastating 54-15 loss to the Nebraska Cornhuskers in 
the Big 12 championship game, the maroon and white 
got beat again 29-23, on New Year:s Day by UCLA in 
the Cotton Bowl. 

"Better than all the rest!" was our motto for the 
Texas City-La Marque communities. We took home the 
state championship in both Divisions I and II, respec
tively, of 4A football. The outcome leaves some doubt in 
my mind as to who the real champion is. Guess we'll 
have to wait. 

It might be difficult for La Marque to win an 
unprecedented fourth state title in 1998. Coach Alan 
Weddell left a big hole at the head coach position. He 
received a position with the Aggies coaching the 
linebackers. Look for A&M to have one of the top five 
defenses in the country next year. 

The thing I love about football is that there's always 
next year, and so many things can change in the off
season. 

I 'II make my prediction for the 1998 season: It will 
be a good one. 
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Nursing professor's life comes full circle at COM 
By SHALWN FLEMING 
News Editor 

La Veta McGary joined College of the Mainland's Nursing 
Team once again as an assistant professor. 

She was on cam
pus in 1996 to regis
ter for a few fall 
courses when Presi
dent Larry L Stanley 
approached her and 
said, "Veta, we need 
you. Come teach." So 
in January 1997 she 
returned to teach at 
COM's School of 
Nursing. 

Although 
McGary received a 
bachelor of science 
nursing degree and a 

La Veta McGary master of science de-

gree from the University ofTexas Medical Branch in Galveston, 
she proudly calls COM her alma mater. She has, after all, taken 
99 hours of course work at this campus and was here under 
every president from Herbert Stallworth to Stanley. 

She graduated with an associate of arts degree from COM 
in 1971, but continued taking classes. When counselor Roy 
Walker asked McGary what her academic goal was, she replied, 
"I'm going to finish the catalog." He then advised her that COM 

COM events highlight 
Black History Month 

·tt ,Cont-inued,foom .Puge,l ,11J,.J ... , . , , J , " •. , , ,~ -

plasma from whole blood. 
Other events scheduled earlier in the month included 

a diSCU&5ion and free viewing of the movie Soul Food in 
the Leaming Resources Center on Feb. 7. "(The film) 
addresses contemporary issues which raise social and psy
chological questions," Dr. McGriggs said. 

Houston-area financial adviser Donovan Duncan 
conducted an investment workshop on Feb. 11. Partici
pants brought income tax returns, portfolios and income 
statements, so that they could apply Duncan's advice to 
their own budgets. Committee member and COM Library 
Circulation Coordinator Tillie Henson said, "What people 
don't realize is that they can invest as Little as $50 a month 
and have quite an investment 10 years down the road." 

An African-American Musical Festival will be held 
at Greater Barbours Chapel Baptist Church in Texas City 
Feb. 15. Members chose this location because of the rich 
history the church shares with the college. COM's social 
sciences department was originally housed at the church 
before being established on the main campus. 

~ev. George Singleton Jr. of the Fellowship Baptist 
Church in Texas City will speak about COM's invest
ment in the community on Feb. 18 in the LRC. He will 

, discuss how the college has served as an integral part of 
the community by increasing educational standards. 

Free tickets are available on a first-come, first-served 
basis for the play, Living the Dream. The University of 
Houston-Clear Lake production focuses on how the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 's "dream" affects the progress of 
African Americans today. Transportation between COM 
and UHCL will be provided Feb. 19. For more informa
tion contact committee member Beverly Delaney-Mitchell 
at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext 528. 

A minority business exposition will be held in the 
Student Center Feb. 25. The event will showcase local 
small businesses. 

An exhibit of photographs, magazines and invest
ment procedures is on display in the library throughout 
the month. The items signify the theme for 1998: African 
Americans and the World of Investments. 

doesn't recognize professional sophomores and suggested she 
choose a career. 

In 1970 when her first husband was dispatched to Vietnam 
and was forced to quit a correspondence crime detection course, 
McGary (then Savchenko) completed the course herself. How
ever, after inquiring with the Texas City Police Department about 
a possible position, McGary had the feeling at the time that 
''women in law enforcement were not the rage." 

Disillusioned about this profession, McGary decided to 
pursue nursing. This was actually her third attempt to become a 
nurse, and some m11y say "third time is a charm," but McGary 
clearly thanks God for her success. 

Since COM's nursing program was already full, Walker 
suggested she try UTMB. When she applied to the school; she 
found that the most reasonable course of study was to immedi
ately begin a bachelor's program for a registered nursing degree 
rather than obtain her licensed vocational nursing diploma first. 
The hours she accumulated at COM allowed her to skip this 
two-year process that most others go through before becoming 
registered nurses. 

She graduated with honors from this program in 1975, and 
with the aid of a scholarship which the Carter Administration 
had established for working mothers, she graduated with her 
master's degree in 1978. During this time, McGary worked as a 
nurse at what was then Humana Clear Lake and later was the 
head nurse of Three West at Danforth Hospital in Texas City. 

Then, having gained the three years of professional experi
ence required to teach nursing in Texas, McGary came to COM 
in 1978 for the first time as a teacher. She stayed until 1984 when 
she left to teach at other colleges such as Lee College in Baytown 

and Southwestern Adventist College in Keene. 
In 1988, as a member of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, 

McGary volunteered her services as a nurse and a teacher in 
Pakistan. The church practices "sacrificial remuneration" mean
ing, when a member volunteers his service, he will receive the 
lowest salary possible. Without this practice, many of the places 
they visit could never afford their help. 

McGary and her present husband Bill were on a plane des
tined for Pakistan after only three days notice. The Karachi Ad
ventist Hospital where she had been assigned was challenging. 

As director of the Diploma School of Nursing and Mid
wifery, McGary says, "My job was to help (the team members) 
implement the new school of nursing curriculum." Along her 
path to doing so, she made such contributions as introducing the 
staff to transparencies, instructing them on how to use the three 
word processors she had brought from the United States and 
updating their library with modem medical books. Their books 
dated back to the 1920s. 

McGary began the hospital's first male nursing class, and 
in an effort to ease the faculty 's ability to identify the different 
level of nursing students, she color coded the veils that the stu
dents wore. 

McGary turned the school around during her stay. Before 
she left, the passing rate rose to 100 percent and the drop-out rate 
decreased to O percent. Her contributions will be long remem
bered in Pakistan. 

She gives thanks for having had the opportunity to help 
others by exclaiming. "Without College of the Mainland 
and God's guidance, I could not have had the joy of a 
career of service." 

Mister Roberts' cast performs magnificently 
Continued from Page 1----------
and the captain so convincingly that the audience feels the 
palpable tension between the two. Their animosity for each 
other is overpowering. 

Roger Stallings steals every scene as Ensign Pulver. 
Pulver, Roberts' bunkmate, is an officer who has. perfected 
doing as little work as possible and is notorious for his claims 
of sexual exploits. He also is terrified of the captain. 

The other officer on board, Doc (V.W. Uher), is a bal
ance between Roberts' seriousness and Pulver's silliness. 

Although the rest of the cast is great, the other true 
standout is the set designed by Tom King. It looks realistic 

from its portholes to its ladders and railings to its bunks and 
guns. 

Costume designer Mary Louise Daniels did her usual 
amazing job providing uniform&-and costumes for the large 
cast. 

Rounding out the technical crew is Judi Stallings, stage 
management; Kelly Babb, lighting design; Fred Schoppe, 
sound design; and Frank Green, fight direction. 

Mister Roberts can be seen Thursdays through Satur
days at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. For reservations or 
other information call ( 409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 345. 

The spring 1998 lnterCOM staff are (sitting, from left) Amy K. Patlach, assistant editor; Patricia HIii, manag
ing editor; (standing, from left) Jennifer Hunter; Shallon Fleming, news editor; Ra'Keisha Holman; Chris
tina Johnson; Sean Buchanan; and Molly Lynch, copy editor. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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What's Happening 

Folk singer Charlie King and Sharon Perez-Abreu per
form in the LAC Auditorium Feb. 4. King has been a 
COM tradition for 15 y~ars. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

Charlie King's songs 
call for peace, change 
Continued from Page 1----------
emphasis on things and not enough concern on preserv
ing the Earth. 

King captivated the audience by giving an analogy 
of each song. "The Berlin Wall" was not only symbolic 
of the physical fall of the Wall, but the fall of some of our 
deepest fears that hinder us. 

King stated that some people questioned his use of 
the-children's song, "My Father Rides in That Ship in the 
Sky," in his performance; however, he said we can learn 
from the innocence of children. The song is about the sig
nificance of work as seen through the eyes of children, 
and how people can work together toward a common goal. 

It's time for a change was the message of King's song, 
"When the War Comes Home." It reminded us that war 
doesn't only happen in far off places, but right here at 
home. The song said enough is enough when it comes to 
battles on the field; it's time for peace. 

Many of King's songs had their own flavor. They . 
tasted of wo-\ld peace, ecology and protest, all major con
cerns today and for generations to come. 

Charlie King left his mark on COM once again. 
The concerts were sponsored by Labor Studies, So

cial Sciences and Continuing Education Teams. 

Administration to address concerns at forum 
By SHALLON FLEMING 
News Editor 

The College of the Mainland administration will dis
cuss current issues with students in the upcoming Stu-

Aeeoun~ing 

dent Concerns Forum. The Student Activities Board spon
sors the event each semester to give students the chance 
to be heard by such campus authorities as the COM presi
dent and the deans. 

This semester's forum is included in the African
American History Month 1998 Calendar of 
Activities, but issues are sure to include such 
items as the need for more covered walkways 
and the Board of Trustee's recent decision to 
ban smoking on campus which will begin this 

· at Uni11ersitv al Houston 
Clearl.ake 

summ~r on June 1. 
COM President Larry L. Stanley; Dr. 

Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Stu
dent Development; and Dr. Henry D. Pope, 
dean of College and Financial Services, are 
scheduled to appear. 
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The forum will take place on Feb. 17 dur
ing College Hour from 12:30 p.m.-1 :30 p.m. 
in the Student Center. 

Anyone planning to attend, should have 
plenty of questions ready for President Stanley, 
Dr. Bass and Dr. Pope. These men manage to 
squeeze the forum into very busy schedules 
because they are genuinely interested in con
cerns that students have. 

Everyone is welcome. "For more informa
tion on the Student Concerns Forum or other 
SAB events, contact Maryann Urick, Recre
ational Programs and Student Activities coor
dinator, at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 418. 

Phi Theta Kappa 
adopts FM 2004 

Sigma Delta, College of the Mainland's chap
ter of Phi Theta Kappa, has adopted a two-mile 
stretch of Farm to Market 2004 to clean four times 
a year as part of a service project. Sigma Delta is 
the college's honor society. 

The Adopt-a-Highway program began in 
East Texas in 1086 as a challenge to a local ci~ic 
club in Tyler to clean up littered roads. 

According to Adopt-a-Highway history, 
Texas has more than 1 million Adopt-a-Highway 
volunteers and nearly 8,000 miles of Texas high
ways have been adopted. 

People Speak Out 
By SEAN BUCHANAN, Staff Reporter 
and PATRICIA HILL, Managing Editor 

President Clinton's personal life and the people 
involved in it have generated a great deal of contro
versy recently. If you haven't been living in a cave, 
you've probably heard about the allegations that 
former White House intern Monica Lewinsky and 
Clinton had sexual relations, He vehemently denies 
this. At issue is whether the president lied about this 
alleged affair in a sworn deposition arJd asked 
Lewinsky to Ii~ as well. · 

The American public's opinion on the issue has 
been shown in polls and surveys. Although many of 
those surveyed believe there may be substance to the 
allegations, the president's approval rating remains ex
tremely high. 

With all of this in mind, lnterCOM decided to 
ask students and employees: "What do you think about 
the allegations facing President Clinton?" 

Clair Culpepper: There 
are too many other issues 
at hand. We have a war 
about to start. He should 
think with his head and 
not his pants. 

Tony Fadipe: I believe 
they shouldn't treat the 
president like that. It is 
supposed to be settled in 
the courts or Congress. 
Because of the First 
Amendment, w·e (can) re
duce the dignity of the 
president. 

Government Professor 
Michele Gagnier: The 
public shouldn't jump to 
conclusions. If the allega
tions are true, let them be 
discovered in the investi
gation. The public should 
have learned its lesson 
after the Richard Jewell 
incident (Atlanta Olym
pics bombing). 

Chris Selinidis: I think 
it's none of my business 
what he does in his own 
home. It's only Hillary's 
business. 

Dean Henry Pope: I 
think it is very unfortu
nate for our country. If 
it's not true, it would be 
'tragic. If it is, we should 
expect more from the 
president. 

Kenneth F. 
Bartholomew: If the al
legations are true about 
his sexual exploits, I be
lieve that due to the high 
office of the president he 
should resign. If he 's 
covering it up with lies 
and the truth is found out, 
he should resign, 



Courtesy shocking 
SeePage2 

Spousal abuse 
See Pages 4 &5 

Police investigate 3 car break-ins 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland is in the midst of a possible 
crime wave. Over the past several weeks, the Police Team 
reported three automobile break-ins and one act of crimi
nal mischief ( damage to property). The break-ins occurred 
in parking lots A, C and D. 

Officer Arbry Clifton said these automobile break
ins could possibly be re,ated to the string of break-ins 

COM seems to have every spring. The Police Team has 
some leads, and all incidents are still under investigation. 

The perpetrator is apparently breaking into cars and 
rummaging through them, stealing small amounts of cash. 
Officer Clifton said no large costly items have been sto
len as of yet. These crimes occurred early in the day as 
well as in the evening. The damaged vehicle was keyed. 

The Police Team gives tips on keeping your car and 
its contents safe in its auto theft pamphlet Keeping Your 

See Police Page 7 

COM and Texas City officials participate in the March 27 groundbreaking for the Public Service Careers facility 
across from COM's main entrance on Amburn Road. Assisting President Larry L. Stanley (far right) is Dwight 
Spurlock (second from right), chairman of the Texas City Economic Development Corp. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

Groundbreaking launches new facility 
By Sean Buchanan 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland in conjunction with the city of 
Texas City held a groundbreaking ceremony in the field adja
cent to the Texas Department of Public Safety office on Amburn 
Road Friday, March 27. 

The ceremony marked the beginning of a joint venture be
tween the city and COM to build a $1.1 million facility to house 

the COM Public Service Careers department. 
The project is the first of its kind in this area. The new 

facility will serve EMS, criminal justice and fire technology stu
dents. The facility is expected to be completed by November 
and will hold classes beginning spring 1999. Seven classrooms, 
office space for faculty and a storage facility for training equip
ment make up the layout. 

"We' re very excited about having ourown teaching facility 
See Groundbreaking Page 6 

New rule requires TASP before fall semester 
By AMY K. PATIACH 
Assistant Editor 

Effective Sept. 1, all students planning.to enroll in College 
of the Mainland credit courses for the fall semester must already 
have taken the Texas Academic Skills Program test. This is just 
one of several changes the Texas Higher Education Coordinat
ing Board has made to the TASP regulations. 

"Everybody has to take it (TASP) before they come to 
school," said Donald G. B.a~. dean of lnst{I.ICtion and Student 

Development. Students will no longer be given the option of 
taking the TASP test for the first time while enrolled in credit 
courses. It must be taken prior to fall registration. 

For students who have failed to take the TASP before regis
tration, a new "quick" TASP is available. "The quick TASPwill 
be used only during the intense enrollment times," Dean Bass 
said. Quick TASP costs $29 and will be administered on campus 
by a COM employee. The college will receive the results of the 
machine-evaluated sections of the test within 24 hours. Results 

See Qualified Page 4 

NASCAR preview 
See Page 6 

March/ April 
1998 

TIPA Award-winner 

COM Board bans 
smoking on Jun~ 1 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Board ofTrustees once 
again unanimously voted to end all smoking on cam
pus, despite a petition and a plea from the representative 
of a group of students opposing the new smoking policy. 

Effective June 1, the new policy, which the Board 
passed March 23, prohibits the use or sale of tobacco 
products on campus or in college-owned vehicles. How
ever, smoking will be allowed inside private vehicles 
parked on campus. 

The fine for all first violations will be $25. A stu
dent or other citizen on campus will be fined $50 for a 
second violation. An employee who violates the policy 
twice will receive disciplinary action up to and includ
ing employment termination. Students will face disci
plinary action for a third violation which could include 
expulsion, and citizens will be ejected from the campus. 

The Board first voted to do away with designated 
smoking areas and to make the campus smoke-free on 
Jan. 26. Almost immediately a petition opposing the new 
policy began circulating around campus. 

At the Feb. 26 Board meeting, process technology 
student James L. Knapp addressed the Board during the 

See Students Page 3 

Wheel of Fortune 

-

COM students spin the Wheel of Fortune dur
ing the Wheelmobile's stop at the college dur
ing College Hour March 26. Students had the 
opportunity to win prizes and to sign up for a 
chance to audition for a taping of the show set 
for April 26. (Photo by Gina Castro) 
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Editorial/News 

SAB parades Student Center for Mardi Gras 

COM music Professor Sparky Koerner and students revel in the Mardi Gras festivities held in the Student 
Center on Fat Tuesday, Feb. 24, during College Hour. The event was sponsored by the Student Activities 
Board, which also provided free jambalaya, red beans and rice, and sodas. In proper Mardi Gras tradition. 
SAB members handed out beads. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Courteous woman creates inspiration 

Not long ago I had run into my local grocery store to pick 
up a couple of neces.i;ities I had failed to replace before they were 
gone. A-; usual I was in a hurry. 

I gathered up the things I came for and went to the front of 
the store to the sea of checkouts. Of course, only three or four of 
them were open. I got into the shortest line and realized three 
other fJe?ple were in front of me. 

Seeing that the lady who was second in line had a buggy 
overflowing with numerous items, most of them small, I impa
tiently settled in for the long wait. 

After what.seemed a lifetime, the person at the head of the 
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line completed his purchases and left. 
To my surprise the lady with the stuffed buggy, rather than 

take her rightful place at the register, turned and looked at the 
man in front of me, who had only a six-pack of Coke and a 
package of diapers. She stepped back and said, "Since that is all 
you have, go ahead and check out first." 

Ac; they do-si-doed, she noticed me and seeing my few items 
made me the same offer. I quickly traded positions with her. 

I asked her why she gave up her place. After all she had also 
stood in line for quite a while. 

Heranswer? "Since you guys only had a couple of things to 
get, it was the nice thing to do. Anyone woulq have done it." 

It was then that I realized, anyone, including me, would not 
have done it. Don't get me wrong, if I have a huge buggy and 
notice the perso11 behind me only has one thing, I too will let him 
go first, but the difference between this lady and me is that she 
took the time to notice. 

After I paid for my items, I thanked the lady once again for 
her generosity. 

Since then I have pondered this incident.At first I concluded 
that modem society has undergone a great "rudening." On any 
given day I see shoppers being rude to cashiers and salesclerks, 
customers ridiculing waiters, and drivers cutting other drivers 
off and giving rude hand gestures. When did this become ac
ceptable behavior? 

What had happened to me that I was so shocked when a 
stranger was nice to me for no reason? 

I now believe that the fast-paced, clock-watching, hectic 
lives many people lead-either by choice or necessity-may be 
to blame. When you barely have time to do everything that is 
expected of you, it is easy to forget something. Unfortunately, it 
is the good manners and the basic niceness that are frequently 
forgotten. 

· But you know what? It only takes a second to thank the 
sales clerks who go out of their way to help you find something, 
to thank the waiters who remember to fill your glass and ask if 
you need anything else, and to smile and wave to the drivers 
who slow down so you can enter the freeway. 

And it also takes only a moment to let a two-item person 
cut in front of you on your full-buggy days. 

I don't always remember to do the nice, polite thing, but 
when I feel myself getting frenzied and impatient, I think about 
that lady in the checkout line and try to notice the people around 
me whose lives may be as frenzied as mine. 

Maybe if I take the time and do something nice for them, a 
chain reaction of niceness will occur. 

1' I 

Letter to the Editor 

Ex-student praises 
copy editor's story 
Editors ,wte: Copy Editor Molly Lynch received the following 
letter praising her editorial which appeared in the February 
issue of lnterCOM. In her editorial Lynch encouraged parents 
and teachers to take a childs career goals seriously and work 
with him or her to achieve his or her goals. 

Dear Molly, 
This letter is in resix>nse to your st9ry, "A child's goal is 

real .... " Much of the contents holds true to many people's 
growth and development, mine included. 

You and I are generations apart, yet a lot of ix>ints you 
made about past motivators, such as parents and teachers, 
sound amazingly familiar. My first semester at COM (fall 
1975), I enrolled in ENGL 1301 with Don Bass (now your 
Dean of Instruction.) Dr. Bass was the first instructor who 
gave me confidence in my writing skills, by offering much 
needed praise. The A+ he gave me in the class, along with the 
confidence-boosting comments he wrote on my assignments, 
have made an impact on my life that will forever affect my 
writing. No, I didn't become a writer .... I kept my career path 
toward a bachelor's in business administration. Currently, I am 
enrolled in OH-Clear Lake's master's in business administra
tion program, along with working part time at the school's 
Career/Counseling Services Division. 

You have the unique gift of being able to put your 
feelings down in words, and the unique gift of being able to 
identify those in life who have helped you. Keep those great 
articles coming. I found a copy of lnterCOM while using the 
(COM) library recently, and was pleasantly surprised at the 
quality of the articles in the paper. 
Sincerely, 
Your newest fan and reader, Jaime Babene 
P.S. At the rate you're going, I would'! be surprised ifl saw 
your name on the cover of a best-selling short story or novel. 

Letters to the Editor policy: lnterCOM welcomes all 
letters to the Editor. Please make letters brief and to the 
point. All letters should include a name and daytime 
telephone number for verification. We reserve the right 
to edit all letters for length, grammar, spelling and 
libelous content. letters to the Editor will be printed on 
a space-available basis. 

Annual art festival 
planned for April 30 

The College of the Mainland SpringArt Festival will. 
be held in and around the Fine Arts Building Thursday, 
April 30, from 10 a.m.-7:30 p.m. 

The festival, which has become a COM tradition, 
will showcase student art, drama and music. 

The Student ~xhibition, a juried show of drawings, 
paintings, photography, ceramics and sculpture by stu
dent artists, will be on exhibit in the COM Art Gallery. 
The exhibit opens Thursday, April 23, and closes Mon
day, May 4. 

Entertainment and music will be offered throughout 
thy day by drama and music students. 

Another highlight of the festival is an art sale by stu
dents which features works in many media. In addition to 
the art sale, much of the juried art work in the student 
exhibit will also be for sale in the gallery. 

The art gallery is currently exhibiting the artwork of 
COM faculty. The exhibit consists of pieces by James 
Templer, Mona Marshall, Mark Greenwalt, Betty Polifka, 
Janet Hassinger and Blake Fitch. The Faculty Exhibit runs 
through April 15. 

For more information call ( 409) 938-1211 or toll
free (888) 258-8859, Exts. 354 or 348. 



Woman as generous -
at her death as in life 

Shallon 
-.... Fleming 

On the eve of her 50th birthday Alice was diagnosed with 
a malignant brain tumor. She had suffered a ruptured appendix 
several months earlier, and everyone thought that her constant 
headaches and frequent nausea were merely some lingering 
side effects of that illness. True, she had been re-admitted to 
the hospital several times after the appendectomy, but no two 
patients can be expected to heal in the same manner. 

When the news came that the doctors had finally 
pinpointed the source of her pain, no one was prepared to hear 
the dreaded "C' word. How could it be that th.is wonderful 
person who had always given so much of herself to others had 
been struck by something as vile as cancer? 

That night family and friends surrounded her bedside, 
reassuring Alice that she would make it through this trauma 
also, while trying to believe it themselves. The hospital 
delivered a cheery basket of purple flowers to her room the 
next day after learning of her birthday. She was with her 
husband and two sons when she went into respiratory arrest, 
and the doctors whisked her off into emergency surgery. 
Friends and family gathered again in the hospital, filling the 
waiting room, praying for a miracle and hoping the surgeon 
would bring them good news. But during surgery Alice 
slipped into a coma from which she never awoke. 

During the next few days, her husband of 31 years 
comforted loved ones while bravely making funeral arrange
ments. The couple had never discussed each other's wishes 
regarding their deaths. Alice had instead confided to her sons 
that she wished to be an organ donor. 

Together father and sons decided that they could not deny 
Alice's final act of selflessness. 

By a twist of fate and timing, her oldest son was the only 
immediate family member present when the "Life Gift" team 
came bearing urgent documents which needed to be signed. 
Although he had fought for her decision to be a donor, signing 
the consent forms meant he would forever shoulder the 
responsibility of this decision. 

I clutched my boyfriei:id's hand on Valentine's Day as we 
laid his mother to·rest and took comfort in the knowledge that 
the courage and generosity which I frequently admired in 
Alice, undeniably pulses through her entire family. 

The heartache that a family endures when making such a 
decision as theirs is rewarded each day that a recipient sees his 
first purple flower through the eyes of someone as kind as 
Alice or when a heart beats steadily as a child rushes across the 
playground. Organ donations can change the lives of those 
who are left with no other hope. 

Donor decision gift of life 
You can help save future lives by making the deci

sion to become an organ and tissue donor today. 
At the time of your death, your family will be asked 

about donation. By making the decision now and sharing 
it with your loved ones, they will know what you want, 
thus making it easier for them to carry out your wishes. 

Texans deciding to be donors can state this decision 
on their driver's license with a "DONOR". sticker pro
vided by the "Live & Then Give" program. 

Organ donor cards with the stickers are now avail
able at all Texas Department of Public Safety offices. The 
stickers should be placed on the front of the license and . 
not cover any information on the license. 

The donor designation which originally appeared on 
driver's liscenses was removed because professional or
ganizations associated with organ procurement and trans
plantation believed that the decision to be a donor was a 
personal one that should be discussed with family mem
bers. To request a donor card call (800) 560-7812. 

, 
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Cartoonist Michael 
Garza, currently enrolled 
in Professor Betty 
Polifka's ceramics class, 
is a COM alumni. He 
received his associate's 
-degree in computer
aided drafting in May 
1992. Since then he has 
taken "classes from all 

is retired from Amoco in 
· Texas City. His cartoons 

; 

the art teachers." Garza 

~ will be featured 
.__....i.-.--~...;...--------------~------------ periodically in lnterCOM. 

America needs· to refocus on real issues 

Well, "Slick Willie" got busted again. Too bad. It 
strikes me as quite strange how everyone has simply 

' overlooked all of the terrible things that are going on in 
this country: illiteracy, poverty and being on the brink of 
war. Yet, the president's scandal is at the height of all 
media stories. WAKE UP PEOPLE! 

The only thing that has come from this whole fiasco is 
that the United States has shown the world that we are a 
bunch of mindless idiots who can be led and misled by our 
idiot boxes which sit in almost every American home. 
Aren't we as Americans the greatest group of people in the 
world? Where is the spirit of America? 

It appears that Americans have become so self
absorbed in things trivial that we have overlooked where 
we've come from and where we're going. 

In Jonesboro, Ark., two boys ages 11 and 13 alledged
ly shot and killed four children and one teacher as they 

were exiting the school for a fire alarm March 24. 
Unfortunately, this is what we've come to expect in this 
country. Three other such shootings have occurred since 
October. 

ls this how we are going to present ourselves to the 
rest of the world? A group of sexual freaks and violent 
children who kill their peers. 

We've got the best economy in the world, but we let 
kids kill each other, or we publicly humiliate our public 
officials. Some people think that these kind of things are 
going to go away. I've got news for everyone; they're not. 

The next time someone you know makes a decision 
which is definitely not the right one, tell him or her how 
asenine that thinking is. We've got to change this down
ward spiral to oblivion. Or do we need to be reminded of 
what can happen when we don't care about the people 
around us? 

If you stiJI care about the values this country was 
founded on, speak out and let your voice be heard because 
you're not the only one who feels that way. 

Write your congressional representatives, send letters 
to the editor of your newspaper or post notices on bulletin 
boards. 

Remember the old saying: "What goes around, comes 
around/' 

Students oppose smoking ban set for June 1 
Continued from Page 1-----------
student comment section. Knapp, representing a group of stu
dents who also attended the meeting, presented the Board a pe
tition which had 221 signatures from students and employees 
opposed to the new policy. 

Knapp told the Board that prohibition didn't work in the 
1920s and that prohibition of cigarettes on campus will not work 
now. He said most smokers smoke where they are supposed to. 

Before approving a total ban, adequate enforcement of the 
existing policy, as well as publicizing the smoking rules and con
sequences for violators should be attempted, he said. 

Knapp urged the Board to establish an enforcement policy 
which would include upping the fines and issuing tickets. "Make 
it painful to smoke in areas that are not designated," he said. 

He also reminded the Board that COM is now the only 
community college in the area that has banned smoking. 

Toward the end of that meeting, during the President's Re
port, COM President Larry L._ Stanley assured the students that 
he would place the smoking policy on the agenda for the next 
Board meeting. 

However, on March 23, the Board voted to pass the smok
ing ban. No students spoke in protest. 

A smoking committee of five volunteers has been formed 
at President Stanley's request. The committee'~ purpose is to 
make COM students and people in the community aware of the 
new policy and consequences. At the first meeting, March 30, 
they discussed signage and smoking cessation. 

President Stanley is willing to allow others on the commit
tee to help address the issue of how to abide by the policy. The 
next meeting is Friday, May 1, at 2 p.m. in the president's office. 

Gradull~,b~ set .for May .. j / 
.• TheColJeg~~ftlj~fvtainl9ndgr~duatjo9 Wiltb¢,h¢m \ 

. at the Ul t,,iar90~ l-JigfiSchoofaudiforiorri6nFrid~yf MiJ ? 

l~!~!~~1~t~!:er:5!i:~~~aj!•••••••••·•· 
P'1rch~ at the C91'4 b@kstq~ b.egmnfoi~[t~;: 
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Sigma Delta inducted 42 new members into the COM chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the International Honor 
Society of the Two-Year college, March 1 in the LRC Auditorium. Guest speaker Paulette T. Jones spoke 
on the new Honor's Study Topic, "The Pursuit of Happiness: conflicting visions and values." 

Phi Theta Kappa inducts 42 new members 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Assistant Editor 

The College of the Mainland Sigma Delta Chapter in
ducted 42 new members into Phi Theta Kappa, the Interna
tional Honor Society of the Two-Year college, this semester. 
The induction ceremony was held in Learning Resources 
Center Auditorium, L-131, March I. 

As part of the induction, Paulette T. Jones, director of 
Ministry Fonnation at St. Cyril Catholic Church in Hous
ton, spoke to the new members about the lite cycle in con
junction with the new Honor's Study Topic "The Pursuit of 
Happiness: conflicting visions and values." 

Members of the honor society do community service 
work such as participating in the Adopt-A-Highway cam-

paign and have fund-raising project<; such as raffles. Sigma 
Delta also gives scholarships to community members. 

Chartered in 1968, the Sigma Delta Chapter has had 
only a handful of advisers. The two original advisers, Brenda 
Brown and Jo Ann Pevoto, are still teaching at COM. Cur
rent advisers are Kathye Bergin and Leslie Richardson. Of
ficers are Ryan Bigg.'>, president; Christina Daniel, vice presi
dent; Loretta Le Vick, secretary; Lisa DeBolt, trea'iurer; Laura 
Johnson, historian; and Amy K. Patlach, reporter. 

To be eligible for membership in Phi Theta Kappa, 
student<; must be enrolled in a minimum of three credit hours 
and have completed at least 12 semester hours with a cumu
lative grade point average of3.600. Students must also have 
been enrolled at COM for at least one ~mester prior to re
ceiving an invitation. 

Qualified students may be TASP exempt 
Continued from Page 1-----------
of the writing sample will be received in one tQ five days. 

Students who cannot afford TASP, may elect to take a free 
alternative test. The altenative test will also be administered at 
COM by a college employee. "A student may take an alterna
tive test only once in his or her college career," Dean Bass said. 

Unlike in past years, a student may not register for classes 
until a placement test score is obtained by COM. Dean Bass 
said, "You have to take it, not pass it." Students who do not score 
within a certain range, will be placed in remedial courses.just as 
before. Also, student<; must retake failed portions of the test until 
all sections have been passed. 

. There are TASP exemptions. Students who have earned at 
least three college-level semester credit hours or the equivalent 
prior to the fall of 1989 are not required to take the test. Students 
who perfonn at or above the level set by the Coordinating Board 
on the ACT, SAT or the exit-level TAAS are exempt. Non-de
gree-seeking or non-certificate-seeking students who will be 55 
years or older on the first day of class are exempt. Students who 
are enrolled in a certificate program of one year or less also are 
exempt. 

If you are unsure about an exemption or have any questions 
regarding the TASP test, contact a COM counselor at ( 409) 938-
1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 297. 

Spousal battering: 
physical, emotional 
Editors Note: This is the second part of a three-part series on 
social problems. The first part appeared in the February fysue of 
JnterCOM and dealt with suicide. This part deals with spousal 
abuse. Part 3 will examine child sexual abuse. 

By AMY K. PATLACH 
Assistant Editor 

Spousal battering: What is it really? Is it physically beating 
the heck out of your partner to the point of almost killing him? 
Or is spousal abuse the constant everday mental abuse of hateful 
words and ridicule you throw at your partner? It is both. 

You can look at people every day and have no idea what 
goes on in their homes behind closed doors. One of the young 
women I used to work with was and probably still is being abused 
by her boyfriend. 

She was a quiet girl, SO!llewhat shy, never asking anything 
of anyone. She would come to work with an occasional bruise 
on her ann from where her boyfriend had grabbed her. Her neck, 
back and shoulders were covered in a sea of bruises. She was 
beaten on a regular basis and we all knew it. 

Some of us would ask. "Why do you stay with him?" Add
ing, "We know he beats you!" She would explain that she got 
the bruises by walking into things or falling down the stairs. She 
said the bruises on her ann were the result of being grabbed so 
she wouldn't hann herself. We knew she was lying. But how 
can you help someone who doesn't want to be helped? 

One day, however, something really serious happened. One 
of my co-workers ran into work and said the woman was being 
life-flighted to the hospital. Apparently she had a gash in her 
head and was bleeding profusely. Her boyfriend had called for 
an ambulance. 

Days later she came into work. She told us what had hap
pened. Her boyfriend had beaten her over the head and realized 
she was badly hurt and called for help. Not only an ambulance 
arrived at her house, but the police as well, as is customary for all 
emergency calls. He asked her what had happened. She said she 
had fallen down. He asked again, but she merely repeated, "I fell 
down." 

The woman said she knew the officer knew she was lying, 
but couldn't bear to tell him the truth. She was afraid of what her 
boyfriend might have done to her had she told the police. She 
infonned us that she had left the guy and.was going to a battered 
women's shelter nearby. Unfortunately, she left the shelter to go 
live with him again. 

Though mental and emotional abuse leaves no visible scars, 
it leaves scars on the spirit. 

I know a woman whose boyfriend didn't physically beat 
her, but mentally beat.her. He would constantly tell her how bad 
a mother she was and how horrible her children were. He would 
throw all of her belongings onto his front lawn when they would 
fight. She and her children lived with him in his house. 

If you knew this woman, you would never think she would 
See To step Page S 

Media influences violence in children's behavior 
By MOLLY LYNCH 
Copy Editor 

What do a professional wrestling match, the Looney Twzes 
and the Three Stooges have in common? It isn't just the ability to 
entertain people with their senseless acts, but it is the pervasive 
violence that is being taught to the viewers. 

There is ample concern about the cartoons children view. 
From the ages of toddler to teenager, they watch cartoons in 
which characters are blown up with dynamite, super heroes dis
integrate their enemies, Tom gets hit by Jerry with frying pans, 
Wile E. Coyote falls off steep cliffs and so much more. 

A cartoon that has created a lot of controversy is Beavis and 
Butthead. A young boy, after watching an episode, set his trailer 
house on fire killing his sister who was still· inside. He admitted. 
that he had gotten the idea from the show. 

Not only is there exposure to violence in cartoons but also 
in video games. Children may play games where the objective is 
to use explosives or laser weapons to kill enemies. 

· With increasingly sophisticated technology, video games 
are becoming more and more graphic. An example is the popu
lar video game, Mortal Kombat. The three Mortal Korn bat games 
contain gruesome effect'>, such m; showing heads being decapi
tated, hearts being torn out of chests, spines ripped out of backs 
and even bodies burned alive. The child can cause all these things 
to happen by manipulating the controller. 

Is this wha~ most parents want their children to see? Prob
ably not. And just think, a couple of movies were made from 
those Mortal Kombat games. 

Studies show that when children identify themselves with 
characters from the media, they are most likely to be intluen~ed 
by them. An exarnple of this is how children are influenced by 

popular sports players. Various Nike advertisements have made 
Chicago Bulls' basketball player Michael Jordan an icon to chil
dren. Does the saying "I want to be like Mike" sound familiar? 

According to the book Society in Focus written by Wtlliam 
E. Thompson and Joseph V Hickey, at the age of 3 or 4, Ameri
can children view an average of four to six hours of television 
daily, and some adults watch as many as 40 hours weekly. 

A study at Stanford University, Calif., concluded that al
though television provides children with views of violence and 
aggression, children who are respected at home and are active in 
school and with their peers are not likely to be hanned by it. 

It isn't just children who are exposed to violent behavior, 
society as a whole is. The nightly news hour shows brutal beat
ings, murders, terrorist attacks and other violent acts. · 

Some of the most popular movies, such as Tenninator and 
See Children Page S 



Veteran PE teacher sees gym's changes 
By JENNIFER HUNTER 
Staff Reporter 

Professor Jerry Bryant, known to many as just J.B., came 
to College of the Mainland in 1971 as a physical education 
instructor. Since then he has been involved in and witnessed 
the emerging of a large physical education program. 

When Bryant arrived at COM the construction of the 
physical education building (the dome) was underway. He 
said observing the construction of the dome was comparable 
to anticipating the finished product of a new home. Until the 
completion ofthe dome, his physical education classes were 
held in a room in the current maintenance building and the 
weight training equipment used then was not nearly as so
phisticated as the state-of-the-art machines now in the dome. 

When Bryant came to COM, part of his responsibilities 
included coaching the basketball team. The team held prac
tices at the Nessler Center in Texas City and played games at 
area middle schools. 

However, Bryant said the basketball team was dis
mantled in 1976 due to a difference of opinion between the 
COM administration and him. The subject of mind over body 
was the main issue. The administration wanted to focus on 
academics. 

Bryant has also seen changes in the dome over the years. 
Although the actual structure has not changed in size, some 
walls have been removed to accommodate the increase in 
the number of students enrolled in physical education classes. 
Additional classes also have been added over the years. 

When it comes to exercise, Bryant believes the body 
and mind are one. For example, severe depression has a physi
ological basis in which a chemical imbalance is present, cre
ating mood swings. "Ancient Greeks believed without the 
benefit of our modem science and technology, that the mind 
and body were one," he said. 

When asked what advice he would offer a person be
ginning an exercise program, Bryant stated a person's main 
objective should be to have long-term goals. Short-term goals 
tend to frustrate people because they want immediate re
sults. It takes dedi~ation and consistency to achieve maxi-
mum success. 

People who have a negative view of exercise should 
find an enjoyable exercise and stay with it. Bryant's love for 
basketball stems from the fact that it was an activity he en
joyed as a child. For three years he played on the basketball 
team at Lamar University in Beaumont where he also earned 
both his bachelor's and master's degrees. Today the sport 
continues to be his pastime, and golfing has become an ac
tivity which he said will carry him into his "plus" years. 
Enjoying exercise is a must, he cautioned, otherwise, it will 
become a chore. 

If running three miles is not one's forte', or an aerobics 
class won't do, incorporating an aerobic activity into one's 
daily routine is a good idea. One ':°uld for instance, take the 

\' 

Physical education Professor Jerry Bryant has taught 
at COM since 1971, even before the dome was fin
ished. He also is the director of the COM Employee 
Wellness program. Bryant's philosophy is "Life is dif
ficult, no·t complicated. Be happy." (File Photo) 

stairs instead of catching the elevator or go dancing, which 
is another form of exercise. The saying, "it takes a long time 
to die young," coined by the artist Piccaso, is one of Bryant's 
favorite. Exercise keeps a person young and as long as a 
person enjoys his exercise he'll stay young. 

Life is like a circle, Bryant explained. The type of play 
we enjoyed as children, such as biking or swimming we'll 
enjoy again at some point in our adulthood. 

The most rewarding aspect of his job as a professor is 
his "association with students and his observation of their 
accomplishments." Students have come back to thank Bryant 
for helping them develop their love for exercise. 

In addition to teaching at COM, Bryant is the director 
of the COM Employee Wellness program and has a weekly 
page titled Well-Being Watch in the college's newsletter 
Compedium. He offers health tips and facts to help mini
mize stress. He also uses quotes from famous people and 
cartoons to emphasize caring for one's self in order to live 
longer. 

What Bryant believes and teaches is echoed by his be
lief: "Life is difficult, not complicated. Be happy." 

Date rape pamphlet" w~rns of drug Rohypnol 
By MOLLY LYNCH 
Copy Editor 

What is the difference between rape, date rape and rape 
by drugs? 

Rape is the crime of forcible intercourse by a stranger. 
Date rape is similar, but the perpetrator is known to the vic
tim. Rape by drugs occurs when the victim is unknowingly 
drugged and then raped by a stranger or someone known to 
the victim. 

According to the Date Rape Drugs pamphlet produced 
by the College of the Mainland Police Team, all three are the 
same. Any sexual act without a person's consent is rape 
whether the perpetrator is known or not. 

Rape by drugs is accomplished by slipping a drug into 
a drink without the person's knowledge. The drug renders 
the person incapable of resisting. 

The most common date rape drug is Rohypnol; how
ever, there are others. 

"Rohypnol enters the U.S. illegally from Mexico~' said 

COM Police Officer Arbry Clifton. "Rohypnol there is pre
scribed for people with anxiety or sleep disorders." It was 
first used in the Houston-Clear Lake area and in Florida. 

The drug is available in pill or liquid form. Wheh dis
solved in drinks, Rohypnbl becomes invisible, the pamphlet 
explains. The person who drinks this mixture may appear 
extremely intoxicated and may pass out, later having no rec
ollection of anything that happened. The pamphlet advises 
watching one's drink at all times. 

''This is a common drug at larger universities," Officer 
Clifton said. He emphasized people should constantly be 
aware of their surroundings, take precautions for their safety 
and never leave their drinlts unattended. 

If you suspect you were given Rohypnol, go immedi
ately to a physician, or an emergency room and ask for a 
blood test specifically for detecting the drug. 

For mor~ information about drug rape, pick up a pam
phlet at the Police Team's new Community Education Cen
ter located outside their office, across from the cashier's 
window, in the Administation Building. 

To step out of abuse, 
victim must want help 
Continued from Page a--------
allow abuse to happen to her. She appeared to be strong 
and self-sufficient. When I found out about her boyfriend, 
I couldn't believe it. Now when I look at her, I realize 
how much her boyfriend has harmed her. She may not 
have any physical marks on her, but mentally she is 
scarred for life. Even though I constantly reassure her 
she is a good person and mother, he has made her feel 
like she is useless and unable to do anything right. 

A batterer doesn't necessarily look like a bully. Ac
cording to the sociolog}'; text Marriages and Families 
by Nijole V. Beno- kraitis, batterers usu-
ally look and act like ~ ® normal people. Men 
who batter usually believe in the tradi-
tional home, fam- ,,..~_, ily and sex-role ste-
reotypes. Men who batter are 
said to experi- ence feelings of 
helplessness, powerlessness 
and inadequa- 'll;;:s::zjV cy in both mar-
riage and on the job. 

Victims, ac- cording to Beno-
kraitis, are often described as dependent women who 
suffer from low self-esteem, and feelings of inadequacy 
and helplessness. "These characterisitics may be the re
sult of battering rather than a personality trait," 
Benokraitis explains. 

Victims stay for many reasons, such as poor self
concept, a belief that the batterer will reform, economic 
hardship, the need for children to have two parents, doubt 
they can get along alone in the world and fear. 

It is important for those who are battered to realize 
that they have rights. In Carol Fedder 's article, "In Their 
Own Words" which appeared in the Washington Post, 
she lists what she calls a "bill of rights" forabused women. 

Some of the rights are as follows: I have the right to 
not be abused; I have the right to change the situation; I 
have the right to request and expect assistance from po
lice or social agencies; I have the right to shar~ my feel
ings and not be isolated from others; I have the right to 
not be perfect; and I have a right to be. 

If you or someone you know is being battered, con
tact your local police station for help. The police can 
also p'rovide you with a list of area shelters. 

Children imitate 
violence in media 
Continued from Page a-----------
Pulp Fiction have won awards and received excellent reviews 
by critics, but have been criticized for their brutal content and 
senseless violence. 

Last fall, two young boys killed the mother of one of the 
boys by stabbing her to death. They said they modeled their 
killing after the movie Scream, but couldn '! find the costume. 

Violence has become a social reality across this nation. A 
journalist who appeared on The Oprah Wmfrey Show said there 
is just so111ething about violence that gets people's blood pump
ing and hearts beating faster than normal everyday events. 

Television is an important source of communication, and 
the message it gives has a tremendous effect on our lives. Two 
boys, 11 and 13, on March 24 allegedly opened fire with high 
powered rifles on a crowded middle school playground in 
Jonesboro, Ark., killing four girls and one teacher. Who knows, 
violence on television, in movies or even in newspapers could 
have contributed to those senseless shootings. The boys got the 
idea from somewhere! Whether or not media violence influ
ences our behavior is up to us as a society. We need to see televi
sion and video games as strictly entertainment because that is all 
they are. 

The media will continue to show violence to receive higher 
ratings for as long as society is willing to watch the violence, and 
the entertainment industry will continue to produce violent movies 
and video games as long as people buy their products. 
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(From left) Lance Ellison, Thomas Allen, Byron Marshall and Dominque Green won the OM March 3-on-3 basket
ba·II tournament held March 26. A student 3-on-3 basketball tournament is played eve month but April when a 
student/employee tournament is held. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Geology Club explores fossils, mine als, rocks 
By MOLLY LYNCH 
Copy Editor 

For students who are interested in fossils, miner
als, rocks or the environment, College of the 
Mainland's Geology Club provides a unique way of 
_exploring those interests. 

The current Geology Club began in the summer 
of 1996, and welcomes all students even if not en
rolled in a geology class. 

The objective of the club is to promote interest in 
geology informally. The club sponsors two major field 
trips per year, giving participants the opportunity to 
learn about and collect fossils, minerals and rocks. 

The club also sets up geology displays, one of 
which was shm,vn at the College of the Mainland 30th 
Anniversary, and also gives presentations for elem en-

tary schools, teacher workshops · nd other groups. 
The Geo1ogy Club spring fie d trip will be held April 17-

19 at Lake Whitney State Park. T e group will depart on Fri.
day, April 17, at 10 a.m. from th Math/Science parking lot 
and return Sunday, April 19, at pproximately 7 p.m. Total 
cost of the trip is $50. A $20 de osit must be paid to.allow 
the club to make reservations. he remaining $30 may be 
paid at the beginning of the trip. 

Geology Club meetings are 
1
held from 12:30-1 :30 p.m. 

on the first and third Tuesday of each month in the atrium of 
the Math/Science Building. Club information is posted on a 
bulletin board outside geology Professor David Hansmire 's 
office. 

For additional information contact sponsors, Hansmire 
at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 333, or 
Chuck Buddenhagen, director of Continuing Education and 
Commun_ity Services, Ext. 517. 

NASCAR '98: out with old, in with new 
By SEAN BUCHANAN 
Staff Reporter 

Do you still think that auto racing is a sport for 
backwoods moonshine runners? If you answered yes, 
you' re wrong. 

This sport has grown in popularity since the first race 
on the sands of Daytona Beach, Fla. The sanctioning body, 
NASCAR, which stands for National Association for 

Stock Car Auto r.========::::::;i Racing, 
has experienced 11 11 the most 
tremendous Commentary ~~wth 
compared to tra- l...'.. ========:::.l. d1t1onal 
spectator sports such as basketball and football. More than 
4 million people attended races last year. 

The competition has also become more intense. This 
is big business, and the stakes are higher for the teams and 
drivers. The sponsors shell out an average of $1.5 million. 
What makes this sport great is that there is no room for 
whiners, and second best is sometimes good enough. 
Racing also is the only sport that involves science and 
engineering knowledge within the competition. 

Last November Jeff Gordon and the DuPont team 
took the Winston Cup championship and a nice $4 million 
paycheck, but this year belongs to Mark Martin or Dale 
Jarrett. Both drivers are running the new Ford Taurus 
design. The death of the Thunderbird production line left 

NASCAR and Ford scrambling for an answer. The answer was in 
Ford's policy: "We race what we sell." The Taurus has caught 
considerable flak from the Chevrolet teams because preliminary 
testing results showed favorable aerodynamics. The reply that 
most Ford teams are giving is that the Chevrolet teams are allowed 
to use a new engine known as the SB2. This motor's main 
advantage is that it has a special design which creates more power 
with less gas, something even you and I could enjoy. 

The manufacturers' score was 2 for Chevy, 1 for Ford and 1 
for Pontiac at the time I wrote this story, so who's to say what the 
effects will be. 

A lot of new drivers' names are on the sides of some well
respected cars. This year's rookie crop has some serious talent in 
the field with the likes of Kenny Irwin Jr., truck series runner-up; 
and Tony Stewart, 1997 Indy Car champion. 

Another new concept introduced this year is the five-car team 
fielded by Jack Roush. Driving under the Roush Racing banner are 
Mark Martin, I 997 series runner-up; Ted Musgrave, Johnny 
Benson, Jeff Burton ai:1d Jeff Green. 

Interesting is all I can say about 1998: new teams, five rookies 
and a defending champion who still has his best racing ahead of 
him, should niake this quite a season. 

If you want to watch the races this year, check out ESPN, 
TNN, ABC or CBS because they carry all the races. If you want to 
go to a race, the only time that NASCAR will be in Texa8 is on the 
weekend of April 3-5 at Texas Motor Speedway in Fort Worth. 
The number is (817) 215-8500 for tickets. · 

Dreams come true; 
ex-student turns pro · 
By JIM HIGGINS 
Special to the InterCOM 

"When I was a kid, my dream was to become a profes
sional soccer player," said former College of the Mainland stu
dent Johnny Torres. "But I never thought they got paid for it. I 
thought they did it for fun. I never dreamed that the game would 
put me through college. Now, I'm going to play and get paid." 

A sports writer once compared soccer star Johrmy Torres' 
lightening movement down the field to a finely tuned sports car 
zooming in and out of traffic. Yet, if you met this finely tuned 
and unassuming athlete off the field, you would not recognize a 
soccer dynamo at rest. That's because Torres blends in almost 
anywhere but on the soccer field. 

Consider his recent accomplishments: winner of the 1997 
Hermann Trophy-college soccer's Heisman Trophy; Soccer 
America's 1996 Player of the Year; Nebraska Student Athlete of 
the Year; and 1997 Missouri Valley Conference Player of the 
Year. 

Torres has been invited to train with the U.S. World Cup 
National Team this year, and just recently realized his boyhood 
dream by adding professional soccer player to that list. 

Torres recently signed a sponsorship contract with Fila, the 
It,dian sportswear and footwear manufacturer, and in January he 
was signed by the Major League Soccer's Boston Revolutions 
as their first round draft choice. 

But the goals in Torres' life are not just turf and net; they in
clude a college· education, American citizenship and a vocation 
for community service. What Torres has accomplished off the 
field is as important to him as what he has achieved on the field. 

A native of Columbia, he came to this country with his 
parents at the age of 5 speaking no English. When his parents 
returned to Columbia four years later, the 9-year-old was already 
showing prowess on the soccer fields of Galveston County. He 
remained behind and was adopted by Carlos and Marcella Clark. 
Marcella taught in the COM Child Development Lab School 
five years and now teaches Continuing Education at COM. 

Carlos Clark coached the team on which his son Carlos Jr., 
played alongsideTorres. The two boys became fast friends, a 
factor that contributed to the Clarks adopting Torres. 

"I think we get along better than real siblings," Torres ob
served. "You know, it takes a lot of character and courage at 9 to 
start sharing after being an only child. Carlos Jr. has been a real 
brother in many ways." 

Carlos Jr. is now a premed student at Baylor University in 
Waco, preferring sutures to soccer. But Torres credits Carlos Jr. 
with helping him get through high school. In fact, all the Clarks 
get high marks from Torres. 

"Being able to perform on the field and in school is what is 
important to a winning attitude and I get that from my mom, 
Marcella. The Clarks demanded more out of me than I thought I 
was capable of, and with their help I managed to do better." 

Marcella was the key to turning Torres on· to education. 
"When we were sophomores in high school, Marcella sat us 
both down and read us statistics about how few Hispanics go to 
college," Torres said. "She told us we were not going to be part 
of those statistics." 

A full soccer scholarship to Creighton University has moved 
Torres further down his field of dreams toward a college degree. 
But prior to heading off to the university, he took classes at COM. 
His first real taste of college came in the summer of his senior 
year in high school when he enrolled in the COM Summer 

See Torres Page 7 

Groundbreaking ceremony 
Continued from Page 1-----------

dedicated to our career fields," said Nancy Eubanks, director of 
EMS and Health Occupations programs. 

Cecil Arnold, professor ofFire Technology, said, "We hope 
to have some of our corporate neighbors help us out in procuring 
some of the leading-edge technology for the students." 

The new facility will serve all of Galveston County directly 
or indirectly by providing new graduates and updating t~e skills 
of students already employed. 
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Torres focuses on career with children Continuing Eel fare 
includes yoga, dance 

Soccer star Johnny Torres is a former COM student. 

Continued from Page,._ __________ _ 

SuperStart program. 
In the summer between his freshman and sophomore years 

at Creighton, Torres returned to COM and picked up a dass in 
math and English. 

Although he is now in spring training for his first season in 
the pros, he also is working hard to complete his remaining col
lege credits at Creighton. 

It was at Creighton that Torres also found his focus off the 
field, in social work, a vocation he plans to pursue during and 
after his soccer career. 

Torres' best payoffs come from the youngsters who don't 
know that he is a nationally ranked soccer player. As part of his 
class work at Creighton, he worked with elementary school and 
junior high students, many of whom had never been out of their 
neighborhood. 

"We take them on field trips to banks, fire houses, places 
they had never been," Torres said. 

Torres shares with his students the values of hard work, 
dedication to goals and belief in themselves, the same messages 
instilled in him years earlier by the Clarks. _ 

Torres achieved another one of his off-field goals in Octo
ber 1996 when he received his American citizenship. 

Not one to rest on past successes, Torres is focused on the 
future. His long-term goal is to represent the United States in the 
2000 Summer Olympics and to play for the United States in the 
World Cup. 

Closer to home, he plans to continue working with young
sters to help them realize their own potential, as students, as citi
zens and as athletes. 

By CHRISTINA JOHNSON 
Staff Reporter 

Are you looking for something fun and inter
esting to do with your free time? College of the 
Mainland offers a variety of Continuing Education 
recreational classes from fitness to fishing. 

If you would like to have fun and get into shape, 
Step and Dance Aerobics may be for you. This 12-
hour class costs $32 for in-district residents, $17 
for resident seniors; and $37 for non-residents and 
$22 for non-resident seniors. Students must provide 

. their own platform. Classes will be held at the Santa 
Fe Elementary School in the physical education 
room April 27-June 3, Mondays and Wednesdays. 
6-7 p.m. 

Yoga may be of more interest to you. You'll 
learn to develop balance, agility and flexibility. 
Bring a towel or blanket for comfort while lying 
down. Three yoga classes are offered April 27-June 
10 in the COM gym, Room PE-112 on Mondays 
and Wednesdays, 12:30-1:45 p.m., 3-4:15 p.m., 
4:30-5:45 p.m. No fee is required for those 55 years 
and older; those 54 and under must pay a $50 fee 
for residents and $55 for non-residents. 

Police pamphlet offers auto theft safety tips 

A country and western dance class is offered 
April 9-May 7 on Thursdays at 8-9:30 p.m. Learn 
the dances that are taking country music by storm. 
Resident's fee is $28, $15 for resident seniors, $33 
for non-residentsrand $20 for [!On-resident seniors. 

Have you ever wanted to learn how to fish? A 
12-hour class will be offered April 21-May 7 on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2-4 p.m. If you don't 
have a fishing pole, don't worry, you will be taken 
to a bait and tackle shop for a guided tour. The fee 
for residents is $14 and $19 for non-residents. There 
is no charge for seniors. 

Continued from Page 1---------
Wheels. The pamphlet, available in the Administration 
Building in the police department's Community Edu
cation Center located across from the cashier's win
dow, encourages the following: roll up all car windows, 
lock the doors and take the key. If you have a pickup 
truck, make sure the back window is locked. Park in 
busy, well-lighted areas, keep all valuables in the trunk 

or out of sight and don't leave identification cards or 
credit cards in the vehicle. The Police Team also en
courages purchasing an anti-theft system. 

The Police Team asks that rr you are a victim of a 
campus crime or would like to report any suspicious 
activity to contact the COM Police at (409) 938-1211 
or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 599 for emergencies 
or Ext. 403 for non-emergencies. 

For more information call the Continuing Edu
cation Office ( 409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 373. 

Horoscope predicts love, opportunity for all signs 
By Ra'KEISHA HOLMAN 
Staff Reporter 

Spring fever is here which means it's the time when new 
love, relationships and opportunities blossom. See what new 
things are in store for you this month. 

Aries3/21 to4/19--Themostim- , 
portant thing you can do this month 
is relax. Taking your time to make 
decisions will work in your favor. 
It is time for you to start making 
plans for the future.Anew job may 
lead you on your path. Pay atten
tion to your dreams because an an
swer could be hidden in the night. 

Taurus 4/20 to 5/20-The time has come for you to pursue 
your hidden crush. Handle all obstacles like a delicate flower, 
Being a charitable Taurus you will be asked by many to assist 
them this month. The secret you have been keeping needs to 
come out into the open. Remember the truth shall set you free. 

Gemini 5/21 to 6/20-This month brings lots of decisions 
to be made. It is only fair that you look at each objectively. With 
so many things in the air, your self-esteem is in a slump. By the 
end of this month, you will learn that success is a process, not an 
end result. 

Cancer 6/21 to 7/22-Spring brings second chances for 
Cancers, but don't take this opportunity to the extreme. As sum
mer is approaching it would be good for you to show off your 
looks. The lunar eclipse earlier this month brought a new look 
for you, but remember to let your inside shine outward. 

Leo 7/23 to 8/22-Lots of drama will surround yo~ this 

month. Trust your instincts when trying to decide a way to bring 
things back to normal. The money tree in your front yard is fi
nally dropping money instead of leaves. But these dollars won't 
last forever, so put some of your extra bucks in the bank. 

Vtrgo 8/23 to 9/22-lf you are reading your dreams cor
rectly, they are telling you to get in touch with your sensitive 
side. Speak your mind about things that are haunting you. Stand
ing up for yourself will help make others respect you. Your inner 
strength will attract a new love interest. 

Libra 9/23 to 10/22-Give the boot to a relationship if your 
heart is not in it. You might need to play the field a little while 
longer. This month you will decide what you really want to be 
known for. 

fun. Let someone else be the reliable one. You need to take a 
break and enjoy all the things around you before they slip away. 

Aquarius 1 /20 to 2/ 18--Look to a higher force forstren~h. 
Use some of your stored energy to focus on a new choice of _ 
clothing or a new love interest. Hook up with someone exciting 
because that new interest will praise your artistic talent. 

Pisces 2/ 19 to 3/20--With the planets gliding over to the 
active part of your chart, life is what you make of it. You will be 
put into a situation that will make it imperative for you to listen 
to your intuition. Don't take any lame excuses from anyone; 
your strength will be a magnet for others. 
EdiJor's note: A source for these horoscopes was Teen People. 

Scorpio 10/23 to JJ/2/-This 
new year brings lots of harmony for 
Scorpios. Things are cool with your 
parents, and your new attitude will 
bring some new love interest. Every
one will be gossiping about all of 
your new steamy romances. Indulge 
yourself to the fullest. 

CAFE AND CANTINA 

Sagittarius 11 /22 to 12/20--An 
aggressive force will givd you the 
drive to tum your boring love life 
around. With this sudden energy you 
may get involved in a long-term re
lationship. Pluto is sweeping through 
your personal house giving you some 
positive changes. 

Capricorn 12/21 to 1I19-The 
time has come for you to have some 

With this Coupon 
Fajitas for Two 

$11.25 

One coupon per taple. 
Offer expires 6 / 30 / 98 

Located behind F.steban's 
Cafe and Cantina 

402 W. Main Street 
League City, TX 77573 

(281) 332-4195 
Fax(281)332-8556 

.. ~ .. ( 

(281} 33-BRICK 
(281) 332-7425 
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Waiting for the Parade 

John Murrell's Waiting for the Parade will premier on the COM Arena Theatre stage April 16. The comedy, 
directed by Mark A. Adams, associate theater director, revolves around the lives of five Canadian women 
during World War II. (From left) Carolyn Ortiz, Mary Mechler, Julie Simpson, Phyllis Dorflinger and Mandy 
Whitlock star in the play which uses humor, music and dance to tell the story. Waiting for the Parade runs 
through May 10. For tickets and reservations call (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 

• Small classes 
• Accessible faculty 
• Safe environment 
• Classes offered day, night and weekend 
• Internships and Co-op opportunities 
• High rate of placement in the local area 

Accounting. 
Its not iust a discipline. 
Its ~lie business world. 

,w:s~ • S.S. in Accounting 
~! • B.S./M.S. in Professional Accounting 
,JI Accredited by MCSB 

ca112Bf-2B3-2520 
for information and application 

University 
of Houston 
Clear Lake 

University of Houston-Clear Lake • 2700 Bay Nea Blvd .. Houston. TX 77058 
www. cl. uh. edu/bpa/homepage/sbpahome. htm 

COM teacher of year 
After two weeks of voting, five finalist'> have 

been named for College of the Mainland teacher of 
the year. The nominees are Arlinda Gamer, nursing; 
Dr. Janet Hendrick.'iOn, chemistry; Marilynn Kish
Molina, biology; Rich Nowak, real estate; and Dr. 
Renate True, biology. The.Outstanding Instructor of 
the Year will be announced May 1, during the em
ployee appreciation banquet. 

Three hundred sixteen student<; voted. Although 
some part-time instructors were nominated, only a 
fuil-time profes.'iOr can receive the award. 

April 13 last drop day 
The last day to withdraw from classes without 

penalty is Monday, April 13. To drop a class, stu
dents must go to the Admissions Office in the Ad
ministration Building and fill out a drop form. A grade 
of"W'will appear on the student's transcript. Only a 
student can drop himself from a courne; instructors 
will not do it for the student. Electing not to show up 
for classes does not indicate the course has been 
dropped. The Admissions Office is open Monday 
and Tuesday, 8 a.m.-7 p.m., and Wednesday through 
Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Sigma Delta holds raffle 
The Sigma Delta Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa 

will hold a fund-raising raffle on April 18. The Col
lege of the Mainland chapter will raffle off a $200 
gift certificate to Saybrook Mall or Wal-Mart. Din
ners for two at area restaurants and other items will 
be raffled off as well. The money raised goes toward 
community service projects, scholarships and defers 
the cost of conventions for chapter members, Raffle 
tickets may be bought from chapter members, offic
ers or advisers. Tickets are available in the Humani
ties Team Office located in Suite B of the· Leaming 
Resour-ees Center. 

People Speak Out 
By SEAN BUCHANAN, Staff Reporter 
and PATRICIA HILL, Managing Editor 

The elimination of all smoking on campus be
ginning June 1 is now a hotly debated topic at Col
lege of the Mainland. Those opposed to the new 
policy have spoken out at the Student Concerns 
Forum and at a Board of Trustees meeting where 
they presented a petition. 

InterCOM decided to ask COM students and 
employees "How do you feel about COM's new 
smoking policy?" 

James Knapp: 
(smoker) Prohibition 
without adequate en
forcement is wrong. 

Professor Kathye Bergin: 
(smoker) They should've 
gotten more feedback be
fore the Board made the de
cision. At this time, I don't 
have a lot of confidence that 
it will be enforced. There
fore, I don't see the purpose 
ofit. 

Billy Haley: 
(smoker) They should en
force the current policy 
( designated smoking areas) 
before they can ban it. 

Professor 
Herman Trivilino: 
(non-smoker) It's exces
sive, but it's something we 
probably need. Some 
smokers have no one to 
blame but 'themselves. 

Lisa Espinoza: 
(smoker) We are all 
adults, and they should 
not take the privilege 
away. They should 
crack down on littering. 

Chuck Jackson: 
( smoker) The enforcement 
policy was looked at from 
the wrong perspective. 
They should've put up 
signs and let people know 
what they were doing was 
wrong. 

Keya Henry: 
(non-smoker) I like it, and 
I think it's really good. It 
will make people more 
health conscious. 

Sandra Cambiano: 
(smoker) The Board is 
jumping the gun. The 
policy of working with 
everyone as a team is the 
policy of COM. I don't 
think they've done that. 



COM officer receives heroism award 
See Page4 · 

Al Bass Duck for a Day 
SeePage·7 

Waiting for the Parade 
See Page 10 

May 
1998 

TIPA Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

Kish-Molina voted outstanding teacher of the year 

Biology Professor Marilynn Kish-Molina holds the plaque and mermaid vase she received for being selected 
Outstanding Instructor of the Year. Selection committee member Christina Daniel highlighted the qualities and 
teaching skills that make Kish-Molina special before the award was announced at the COM Employee Recognition 
Dinner held May 1. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

Marilynn Kish-Molina received the College of the Main
land Outstanding Instructor of the Year Award at the COM 
Employee Recognition Dinner held at the South Shore 
Harbour Resort in League City May 1. 

"I was overjoyed, speechless," said a shocked Marilynn 
Kish-Molina shortly after she accepted the award. 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 
Development, presented Kish-Molina a black ceramic vase 
in the shape of a mennaid. The vase has been passed on to 
the new outstanding instructor every year since 1985; the 
award was initiated in 1982. In the past the vase held the 
same purple artificial flowers year after year but bioJogy 
Professor Emmeline Dodd, last year's Outstanding Instruc
tor recipient and faculty chairwoman for tnls year's award, 
decided to place fresh flowers in the ~se. She discovered 
why it had previously held artifical flowers when the water 
she poured into the vase ran out the bottom. 

The Outstanding Instructor also receives a special plaque 
decorated with a mennaid and the inscription: "I will make 
you curious. I will bring out the best in you. I am the siren of 
knowledge." Kish-Molina also received a $1,500 check for 
professional development. 

The other finalists were Arlinda Gamer, nursing pro
fessor; Dr. Janet Hendrickson, chemistry professor, Rich 
Nowak, real estate prufessor; and Dr. Renate True, science 
professor. They all received an Award for Teaching Excel
lence plaque. 

See Teacher Page 11 

Te~eRegistration: COM student wins big money on Wheel 

COM up-to-date 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland is finally technologi
cally up-to-date with registration. After several se
mesters of being promised telephone registration and 
no delivery, we finally have it! In an April memo 
sent by acting Registrar William Peace to all COM 
employees, he said, "We will have telephone regis
tration beginning with the mini-session if I have to 
answer the phone and enter the schedules manually." 
Luckily he didn't have to. 

See Select Page 10 

COM graduation May 8 
By MOLLY LYNCH 
Copy Editor 

Finally it is the end of another school year, and College 
of the Mainland is preparing for commencement exercises. 

Commencement will be held in the La Marque High 
School Auditorium May 8 at 7:30 p.m. Approximately 250 
students will graduate, and all professors are expected to par

See Graduation Page 11 

By JIM HIGGINS 
Special to the InterCOM 

Most people wait a lifetime for their 15 minutes of fame, 
but COM student Mark Cox doubled that time recently be
fore an audiel'lce of millions and picked up $8,000 for his 
effort. 

The 19-year-old College of the Mainland music major 
was a contestant on Wheel of Fortune when the show was in 
Houston for the College Week special that begins airing 
Monday, May 11. 

_ Cox is on the first show which Wheel of Fortune pre
dicts will be seen by 100 million people worldwide. Of 
course, the folks in Katmandu may have trouble completing 
the puzzle that Mark solved for $5,000. The $3,000 phrase 
was part of the Preamble to the Constitution: "In order to 
form a more perfect union .... " The $2,000 bonus Cox earned 
came from reciting the words that preceded it. Whoever said 
history doesn't pay must not have been in Cox's class. The 
music major is currently enrolled in a history class at COM. 

But this is not the first time Cox has raised his voice on 
stage. Last summer he successfully competed1among 70 other 
students to land a spot in the chorus of the Gilbert and 
Sullivan opera, The Mikado, which played the Wortham 
Center in Houston. 

From Gilbert and Sullivan to Pat and Vanna was an ex
citing trip for this South Carolina native who moved to Bayou 
Vista with his family two years ago. While studying voice 
under <:;OM vocal Professor James Heffel and music with 
COM music Professor Sparky Koerner, Cox saw a poster 

last month advertising Wheel of Fortune tryouts on campus. 
It w,.is not so much an audition as an opportunity for a Wheel 
advance team to scout out enthusiastic local college students, 
such as Cox, for the College Week shows. 

Cox was one of eight COM students called out of 200 

See COM Page 11 

COM student Mark Cox won $8,000 on an episode of 
Wheel of Fortunethat airs May 11.(Photo by Jim Higgins) 
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Editorial/News 

SAB holds Back to the Beach party April 28 
I 

I 

Students celebrate the end of the semester and the coming of summer at the SAS-sponsored Back to the 
Beach party held Tuesday, April 28, during College Hour. As music played people enjoyed free subs chips 
and cookies, as well as drinks provided by Mountain Dew via a promotional vehicle. Some of th~ more 
adventurous attendees performed the llmbo. (Photo by Sean Buchanan) 

Editors respond to student's· negativity 
To the Editor: 

I have been a student at COM for almost a year 
now, and I have never seen a paper that is so dry and 
fluffy. I can't even read it in the bathroom. Remember 
this is a paper for all, that means concerns regarding 
students. We want to hear news and important events 
around this campus, not some housefrau's shopping list 
in Wally world. 

I would like to see more student issues concerning a 
student's life, articles I can relate to, such as a question 
of the month column where a student is picked at 
random, and how about a love doctor column? I bet that 
would draw our attention. 
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Now it is time for me to get off the soapbox. Thank 
you. 

John D~ng, COM Student 

It exasperated the lnterCOM editors to see a fellow 
student write such negativity about our school paper. 

We put in much effort and time every month just so 
the school can have a newspaper, and what credit do we 
get? What was said in the letter to the-editor was not 
only unfair, but definitely untrue. 

First of all, we do put news and important events 
into the paper. Haven't you seen the front page? Every 
month we receive information about events taking place, 
and they are given top priority. We want to inform 
students of what is happening around campus. Examples 
include the smoking ban, new TASP rule, new facility 
groundbreaking, three car break-ins, art festival, 
geology club and more. Those are all stories that 
students can read and relate to. 

Second, lnterCOM is for students and is written by 
students. Not only do we put important news and events 
into the paper, we also try to choose editorials and in
depth stories that will interest students. By the way, the 
average student on this campus is a woman in her late 
20s, but students as young as J 5 and as old as mid 80s 
have attended COM. 

We do have a question of the month we randomly 
ask people on campus, as well as a horoscope. 

InterCOM is an award-winning newspaper member 
of the Texas Intercollegiate Press Association. We have 
previously received many compliments for the variety 
and quality of articles in our paper, and we will coniinue 
to work hard to give students at College of the Mainland 
important information on news, events and other issues 
of interest 

Letter to the Editor Policy 
InterCOM welcomes all Letters to the Editor. Please 

make letters brief and to the point. All letters should 
include a name and daytime telephone number for 
verification. We reserve the right to edit all letters for 
length, grammar, spelling alld libelous content. Letters 
to the Editor will be printed on a space-available basis. 

Interracial couple sees 
that love has no color 

Recently some friends and I were sitting around 
talking. When the subject of interracial relationships 
came up, I was eager to engage in this conversation 
because my boyfriend, Robert, and I had just celebrated 
our six-month anniversary. Ours is an interracial 
relationship. 

Many comments were made in this conversation 
about the differences in these relationships, and the 
things we discussed ranged from white girls having 
smaller behinds than black girls to black guys dating 
white girls only because the white girls buy them things 
or because of sexual reasons. 

We even talked about the reactions parents have 
toward their children dating outside their own race. Most 
families disapprove of someone outside their own race 
becoming part of the family, which results in many 
families being divided. Mothers and fathers are excluded 
from their children's weddings and are not a part of one 
of the most beautiful outcomes of any relationsh.ip: 
grandchildren. 

However, there are families that do accept interra
cial relationships, 

When it was my turn to add input, I thought about 
all the men I have ever dated. I have been involved with 
guys of all races, but have never been in a relationship 
with anyone I loved until now. No person of any race 
including my own (black) had the right attitude, self
esteem, looks, brilliance or anything else to capture my 
heart until I met my boyfriend (Robert, my boyfriend, is 
Hispanic and white). 

Our relationship works because we are different, 
and we allow the other to express those differences. And 
because we are of two different races, actually three, we 
give each other the best learning experiences. 

Through our relationship I have learned and 
experienced the differences and similarities of three 
cultures: black, Hispanic, white_ 

For instance, I learned that African-American and 
Hispanic families are similar in the way they hold close 
to each family member and how they strive to keep the 
families together by having large family gatherings 
often, and not just on the holidays. 

I also discovered that there aren't that many 
differences between families, black or white_ Families 
act like families no matter what race. The one major 
difference between black and white families is cooking. 

I had never noticed how essential lots of seasoning 
is to the meals at my house until I tasted one of Robert's 
meals and discovered the lack of seasoning. He thought 
my family's way of cooking was "weird" and I thought 
the same about his. Other than the cooking, I found no 
major differences between our families. Had I not dated 
outside my own race, I might never have known some of 
these things. 

When I look at my boyfriend, I don't see a half
white, half-Hispanic guy, I see the person I trust and 
love, and I believe he sees the same. 

The only problem with our interracial relationship is 
the people who are curious and stare, who are jealous, or 
who are too ignorant to even begin to understand that 
love has no color. 

A good, loving relationship is not achieved easily or 
without effort, so we should hold tight to such a relation
ship and embrace it no matter what race we are. 

The day we accept each other for who we are and 
not for the color of our skin, we will better appreciate 
ourselves and what love can offer us. 



Realistic goals help 
students to succeed 

Every year beginning students enter college 
. having no idea what to expect. Unfortunately, many 
students end up dropping courses because they 
overload their schedules, not realizing how difficult 
college actually is. 

I am currently enrolled in six classes (20 credit 
hours), and I can definitely say that this has been the 
most stressful semester ever. 

When I registered I had to get special permis
sion to enroll in as many classes as I am taking now. 
I was told that 18 hours is the limit. Since this is my 
second year at College of the Mainland, I already 
knew what to expect. 

Many new students, just out of high school, do 
not realize how different six college classes are as 
opposed to their usual six classes in high school. It 
takes organization, time management and dedication 
to successfully complete that many college classes. 

Not only am I taking six college classes, I am 
also working 22 hours at my job, and in addition to 
that I'm also helping to produce the college newspa
per. I ha_ve so many responsibilities on my shoulders 
that I have to be very organized to balance them all. 

Every semester I have seen my classes go from 
being extremely full to being nearly empty. I have 
often wondered why so many students give up. 
_Maybe if students would take the time to plan their 
first two years'of college, they would be able to 
balance each semester without taking either too 
many or too few classes. Students should set goals 
such as when to graduate and stay with those goals. 

I had decided to graduate in May '98, so I 
planned how many classes I needed to take each 
semester to get my degree on time. To reach my 
goal I have taken classes year-round for two years. 

Summer sessions and mini-sessions are 
valuable in that students can earn quick credits. 
They should take advantage of those courses to get 
them out of the way. My advice to students who 

·enroll during the summer is to consider that the 
classes meet daily, and that two classes each session 
should be plenty. Also, students who are slow-paced 
readers, or who need extra guidance in math, should 
problably take English or math courses -during the 
regular fall or spring semesters. 

Beginning students who are unfamiliar with 
college classes should start out with 12 hours at the 
most during regular semesters. 

Many beginning students also face the problem 
of not knowing how many classes to take a day. 
Every semester I would spread out my schedule so 
that I was taking two classes a day and one on 
Fridays. That was the best schedule for me because 
it gave me the opportunity to do my work for those 
classes each night without having to do too much at 
once. Also, I didn't have to worry about having 
more than two tests in one day because I was only 
enrolled in two classes per day. That could be very 
important, especially when it is time to take mid
term and final exams. 

The sooner students complete their education, 
the sooner they are headed for success. During my 
senior year in high school I was also taking college 
classes. I just graduated from high school last May, 
and now, just a year later, I am already graduating 
from college. With hard work, planning and 
dedication, other students can also make early 
graduation a possibility. 
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Library displays Batten disease wall 
By SEAN BUCHA.NAN 
Staff Reporter 

During April the College of the Mainland Library was 
the site for a memorial wall bearing the names of 149 chil
dren who have died from the rare neurodegenerative Batten 
disease. The wall's creator, Dana Sowell, has an 11-year-old 
daughter who has the disease. Krysten was diagnosed with 
the disease when she was 3. 

The wall is displayed at the Batten Disease Support and 
Research Association's annual conferences around the coun
try. This was the first non-conference appearance. 

Batten disease, first observed in clinical studies by Brit
ish pediatrician F.E. Batten in 1903, is the most common 
form of disorders known as neuronal ceroid lipofuscinosis 
or NCLs. There are no known cures or treatments for this 
disease which in the infantile and juvenile forms ends in 

Dana Sowell points to the panel on the Batten Dis
ease Memorial Wall which represents his children. He 
hand crafted the wall from natural leather to com
memorate children who have suffered and died from 
the disease. His 11-year-old daughter, Krysten,. has 
the disease. The wall was on display in the LAC Li
brary during Aprll. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

death in mid-childhood, late teens or early 20s. The disease's 
effects are muscle coordination loss, seizures and vision loss. 

The wall memorializes the children who have died and 
the parents who have coped with t e disease. 

Sowell hand-tooled the 1~ leather pane)s of the monu
ment which measures 9 feet tall and 22 feet long. He worked 
more than 1,000 hours to complete the wall. The top panel 
bears only the name of the disease. The middle panel has a 
picture of Sowell 's three children walking in the horizon, 
with his daughter carrying a balloon. And the bottom panel 
describes the disease and gives the purpose of the wall. 

Sowell is quoted in a COM press release, saying, "The 
memorial wall provides an opportunity for everyone affected 
by this disease to unite in working through the trauma of 
losing a loved one." 

Sowell is the brother of Denise Shead, a COM libtary 
technician. She said the idea for the wall came to her brother 
at 3 a.m. one night. Sowell told his wife that since the Vie~
nam soldiers have a wall, he could use his talents to create a 
wall for the children who have died from the disease. 

Shead recalls the unveiling of the wall at the BDSRA's 
annual conference in San Antonio on July 26, 1997. 

"l along with other family members attended the ~n
veiling, and I will never forget that night. It was truly an 
emotional feeling watching the family members walk up to 
the wall to view the name of their child or children's names." 

Shead said her broth~r allowed family members to touch 
their child's name at the unveiling. Many parents laid flow
ers by the wall. Sowell cut leftover scraps of leather into 
pieces and invited each family to take one as a momento. 

Batten disease occurs in approximately two to four of 
every 100,000 births in the United States. NCLs are not con
tagious but inherited genetic disorders. For informaiion about 
the disease call the BDSRA at (800) 448-4570, see the 
website at www.bdsra.org, or e-mail: odsra l@bdsra.org. 
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COM officer earns national police heroism award 
By AMY K. PATLACH, Assistant Editor 
and SEAN BUCHANAN, Staff Reporter 

Officer Daniel Sauceda of the College of the Mainland 
Police Team has been selected as the Officer of the Month 
for March 1998 by the National Law Enforcement Officers' 
Memorial Fund Committee. He will be featured in the 1999 
calendar published by the committee. The award is given to 
active duty officers to recognize them for exhibiting the hero
ism of police officers who have fallen in the line of duty. 
Sauceda's actions in the line of duty earned him a nomina
tion from an anonymous source, which led to his selection. 

COM Police Officer Daniel Sauceda has been selected 
March officer of the month by the National Law En• 
forcement Officers' Memorial Fund Committee. He will 
accept the national award at an award ceremony in 
Washington, D.C., May 13.(Photo by Sean Buchanan) 

Officer Sauceda will represent COM and the other po
lice departments he has worked for at the Memorial Fund 
Committee's award ceremony in Washington, D.C., May 13. 
The award ceremony is held each year during National Po
lice Officers Week. Sauceda said he is flattered to have been 
chosen but just wants to do his job as a police officer. 

This is not the first award Sauceda has won for being 
outstanding. In 1986 Sauceda was named Dickinson Police 
Department Officer of the Year by the Dickinson Optimists 
Club for his work with young people. The Optimists be
came aware of the warm and caring relationship Sauceda 
had with the young people. "Every city I work at, that city 
and those kids I adopt. I help them in every way, even those 
I've arrested and put in jail." 

Another award Sauceda garnered for heroism came from 
the Spanish Speake.rs Officers Association in Houston, while 
Sauceda was working for the Dickinson Police Department. 
The Officer with a Golden Heart Award was presented to 
Sauceda by· then-Houston Police Chief Lee Brown (now 
Houston mayor) also in 1986. In order to keep from plowing 
into bystanders on a shopping mall parking lot during a high 
speed police chase, Sauceda crashed his brand-new police 
car into a pole. "The impact was over 65 mph; it almost 
killed me." Sauceda was out of action for four months and 
suffered permanent damage to his chest. At the time he re
ceived the Golden Heart Award, he was "the first officer to 
be recognized outside of Houston, by Houston," he said. 

Though police work is serious business, Sauceda has 
had his lighter moments. He reminisced about the time a 
woman called to report an enormous snake in her yard. Upon 
investigation he discovered the snake was a garden hose. 

Sauceda has also held the record for most burglars caught 
in Dickinson. "One time it wasn't a burglar that I had to 
apprehend," he related. "I thought a man had just broken 
into a house; he hadn't taken anything but was all bloody. I 
had to chase him for two bloc.ks on foot. I tackled him and 
restrained him until backup came. It turned out that he had 
just murdered his wife." 

But Sauceda put his life on the line for others even be-

fore he became a police officer. He joined the Marines in 
1968 in support of the United States' efforts in Vietnam. On 
a patrol mission in May 1969, his group was ambushed by 
the North Vietnamese army. In the ensuing firefight, 
Sauceda's right leg was so severely injured it had to be am
putated at the knee. Decorated with several medals, among 
them two Purple Hearts and the Bronze Star with Combat V, 
Sauceda received an honorable discharge in November 1969. 

· After he returned from Vietnam, he decided he still 
wanted to be a police officer, a dream he had had since high 
school. "I wasn't just going to lie down with one leg." For a 
number of years he worked as a police dispatcher and a jailer, 
first in Hitchcock and then in League City. Then in 1980, 
Dwayne Nolte, chief of Hitchcock Police Department, asked 
Sauceda if he still wanted to become a patrolman. To prove 
he could do the job, Sauceda worked one year without pay 
as a reserve officer in Hitchcock in addition to his regular 
paying job as dispatcher/jailer. 

Then he was given the opportunity to become a com
missioned police officer by attending the AJvin Community 
College Police Academy paid for by the city of Hitchcock. 
When he applied, however, there was a problem. At that time 
a lawsuit had been ongoing between a cadet and the acad
emy. The cadet was overweight and refused to perform the 
two-mile run, so because Sauceda had an artifical leg and 
the academy feared another lawsuit, he was initially rejected. 

"I told them I would run the two-mile run in the acad
emy, and if a one- legged man can do it, a big man can, too." 
The academy accepted him; he was commissioned in 1981. 

In addition to working for Hitchcock, League City and 
Dickinson, Sauceda also has worked for the city of 
Friendswood as the communications supervisor. When he 
retired in October 1997 from the Dickinson Police Depart
ment, he realized he didn't want to retire completely and 
give up his commission, so in December he came to work 
part-time for the COM Police Team. 

He is married to Zelma Sauceda, who works in the COM 
Public Service Careers Department. The couple has four 
children and one grandchild with another "one on the way." 

Incest most typical form of child sexual abuse 
By AMY K. PATIACH 
Assistant Editor 

Editors Note: This the third part of a three-part series on . 
social problems. The first part appeared in the F ebrua,y issue of 
lnterCOM and dealt with suicide. The second part appeared in 
the March/April issue and dealt with spousal abuse. This part 
will examine child sexual abuse. 

We all tell ourselves it won't happen to my children or in 
my family. Or if it does occur, no one needs to know about it. 
Child sexual abuse is something no one really wants to talk about. 
It's taboo in our society and in most others. According to a na
tional survey, 15 percent of adults said they were victims of sexual 
abuse as children and nearly half of those adults said they had 
never told anyone about the experience. 

The sociology text, Marriages and Families, by Nijole V. 
Benokraitis, states sexual abuse includes exposure, fondling of 
sexual organs, rape, incesl"or intercourse. Many parents whose 
children are sexually abused try not to believe or accept that it 
has happened. Even worse, most parents don't want to believe 
that most acts of child sexual abuse are committed by family 
members or close family friends. 

Sexual abuse of children usually begins when a child is 8 to 
12 years old. However, it may begin at an earlier age. 

lncest is the most typical form of sexual abuse. Benokraitis 
defines incest as "sexual intercourse and or marriage between 
family members who are closely related." Scary but true, many 
people don't believe incest is a serious problem. 

Many myths revolve arounq incest. A common one is the 
belief that incest happens only in poor, disorganized, or unstable 
families. Lada I. Tamarack writes in, "Fifty Myths and Facts 
about Incest," that"incest is more likely to be discovered in poor, 

disorganized, or unstable families because these families often 
come to the attention of social services, but incest occurs in seem
ingly 'normal' families as well." Another myth according to 
Tamarack is "incest is usually punished by incarceration." The 
truth is most abusers are rarely charged or imprisoned. Tama
rack also states, "The testimony of children is seldom accepted 

as evidence of the crime." 
Child sexual abuse has long lingering effects. Many chil

dren are cheated out of childhood due to sexual abuse. "Women 
can remember back to infancy and vividly describe feelings of 
pain and humiliation," Tamarack writes. These feelings don't 

See Child Page 5 
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Child sexual abuse 
long lasting effects 

Unattended child can drown in Dlinutes 

Continued from Page 4--------
just go away. Many women spend a lifetime being scared 
of men, close relationships with family members and close 
friends. 

Most child sexual abuse victims are daughters of 
single mothers or children and adolescents with either 
physical or mental disabilities. 

It is important to realize that there is no typical incest 
abuser. However, some common characteristics of abus
ers are low self-esteem and difficulty controlling impulses. 
Abusers are said to come from homes with repressive 
attitudes toward sex. As children, incest abusers received 
little sex information from their parents. 

Indicators of sexual abuse in children are both physi
cal and behavioral. Benokraitis writes physical indications 
include, but are not limited to, tom, stained or bloody un
derclothing, difficulty walking or sitting, frequent urinary 
or yeast infections and pain or itching in the genital area. 
According to Benokraitis, behavioral indications include: 
withdrawal, chronic depression, role reversal, being overly 
concerned for siblings, massive weight gain, poor self
esteem, suicide attempts, lack of emotional control, inap
propriate sex play and feeHng threatened by physical con
tact or closeness. 

If you suspect child sexual abuse has occurred or is 
occurring you are required by law to contact the local 
Children's Protective Services office or police department. 
You do not have to give your name. Galveston County 
CPS can be reached at (409) 763-0277. 

If you are an adult who was sexually abused or sus
pect that you may have been sexually abused as a child, 
contact a support group or consult a therapist. 

By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

Almost 300 children under the age of 5 drown in pools and 
spas every year. Another 3,000 children in this age group are 
treated in emergency rooms for submersion accidents, some of 
which result in permanent brain damage, according to a U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety Commission report. When television 
news airs stories of these drownings and near drownings, many 
people respond with, "It wiJI never happen to me." 

Last January it happened to my family. My 3-year-old 
nephew, Scooter, was playing in his apartment complex court
yard with his 6-year-old sister and some neighbor children. One 
little girl told him she knew a place where they co~d go fishing. 
Without telling anyone, they walked to a house be,ind the apart
ments, entered an unlocked gate and Scooter fell into the swim
ming pool. His mother had checked on him shortly before he 
left. His sister and the other children weren't even aware he was 
gone until the little girl ran up and said Scooter had drowned. 

Scooter was under water for as long as 15 minutes. His 
rescuers began CPR_ immediately and continued though they 
believed it hopeless. The first doctor to see Scooter at the emer
ge_ncy room declared him dead. A second doctor, thankfully, 
refused to give up and finally managed to restart Scooter's heart. 
He remained in a coma for several days, and his parents were 
warned that if he even regained consciousness, he would have 
brain damage. 

Scooter did regain consciousness. The hospital medical staff 
was shocked when he immediately recognized family members 
and was able to say words and phrases he had previously known. 
Doctors believe his brain damage, if any, is minimal. 

Scooter was extremely lucky. Most importantly, his near 
drowning occurred in January. The water he fell into was very 
cold which caused hypothermia. The doctors said the fact that 
his body shut down from the cold before his brain was damaged 
from lack of oxygen prevented severe brain damage. Another 

Horoscope shows excitement for end of school 
By RA'KEISHA HOLMAN 
Staff Reporter 

The end of another school year is just a reminder 
that life is full of changes. With summer rapidly ap
proaching, the sun may bring more fun and excite
ment to your life. 

Virgo 8/23 to 9/22-A change in career could 
help you reach your long-term _goals a lot sooner. It 
is time for you to concentrate on making your drean:is 
a reality. You should also concentrate more on your 
health. 

Libra 9/23 to 10/22-Try something new like 
going to an outdoor concert. Group activities will 

bring lots of fun and excitement to your life. Aries 3/21 to 4/20-lt will be hard for 
you to avoid arguments this .month, but be
ing an Aries you will always win. You will 
be given the chance to make new friends, 
but don't burn old bridges because you will 
need your old friends in the months to come. 

Q 
You will meet people who are just as aggres
sive as you are. They will understand your 
"bossiness" more than your current friends 

~ . do. 

Try wearing colors like raspberry or ivory cream to 
bring out your true Aries charm. 

Taurus 4/21 to 5/20-lt is time for you to get in 
touch with yourself before continuing with or mak
ing changes in your career. A close friend will inter
pret your kindness as flirting, leaving you to make 
the ultimate decision. Hard work and dedication are 
essential when making commitments this month. 

Gemini 5/21 to 6/20-Take time to travel to that 
far-away place you have been daydreaming about. 
This month is a social month for you, but don't for
get your responsibilities. You and your love interest 
should go somewhere quiet together. The time has 
come for you to make some serious decisions about 
your future. 

Cancer 6/21 to 7/22-Taking part in the money 
scheme your pals are cooking up would not be a wise 
decision. It sounds like a good idea, but you should 
put your money in the bank. Work is a big hassle for 
you, but all the fuss will be character building. 

- Scorpio 10/23 to 11/21-You are seek-
ing security in a relationship. The last few months 
you have been playing the field, and now you realize 
that is not for you. Finding someone to settle down 
with will be a challenge for you, but it will be a good 
learning experience. 

Sagittarius 11/22 to 12/21-lf things are not 
working out in your relationship you may want to 
call it quits. Rude and insensitive people will cross 
your path this month. Be ready to apologize; you will 
put your foot into your mouth more than I 00 times. 

Capricorn 12/22 to 1/19-The pressure is on at 
the work place where you want things to go your way; 
soon they will. You will splurge all your money try
ing to attract your new love interest. Consider turn
ing a friendly partnership into a romantic partnership. 

Aquarius 1 /20 to 2/ 18-There is a strong roman
tic attraction between you and a close friend. But 
before acting on these feelings, look at the obstacles 
you will have. to face. It is important you communi
cate your thoughts before making big decisions. 

Pisces 2/19 to 3/20-Someone will come into 

factor that helped is the fact that the young man who rescued 
him had received rescue training in the Marines. He knew what 
he was doing and continued until emergency personnel arrived. 

As Scooter's mother found out, even when you think your 
child is safe, he may not be. It only takes a few minutes for a 
small child to slip away unnoticed. In fact, a child can drown in 
the amount of time it takes to answer the telephone. Some little 
ones have even drowned because they fell into a half-full bucket 
of water, or were left in as little as two inches of bathtub water. 

According to the U.S. safety commission most drowning.5 
and accidents occur while children are under the supervision of 
one or both parents. A child was missing from sight less than 5 
minutes in 77 percent of the drownings and 46 percent were last 
seen in the house. 

The safety commission offers a number of tips to pool own
ers. The first and most important is to never leave a child unsu
pervised near a pool. Children should not be considered "drown 
proof' because they have had swimming lessons; nor should 
floatation devices be considered substitutes for supervision. 

Pool areas need to be secured. Pools should be fenced and 
the fence should have self-closing and self-latching gates. Pool 
covers should be completely removed, and the steps to above
ground pools should be removed when not in use. Also toys 
should be kept away from the pool so children won't be tempted 
to enter the area. • 

Another suggestion is to have a telephone at poolside. This 
would prevent children from being left unattended while the par
ent went inside to answer the phone. Beyond that, emergencies 
can be reported that much sooner. 

Finally, everyone should learn CPR and keep rescue equip
ment by the pool. CPR should not be discontinued until quali
fied medical personnel arrive. 

If a child is missing, no matter the time of year, the pool is 
the first area that should be checked. Even if the child was last 
seen inside the house, the pool should be checked. Seconds can 
make a difference. 
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Leo 7/23 to 8/22-You are ready to have fun in 
the sun this summer. The only people who will ap- • 
peal to you for the months to come are the party ani
mals. Some of your new friends might try to persuade 
you do something you usually wouldn't, such as tak
ing drugs or stealing. Do what you think is the right 
thing. 

your life forcing you to reach deep into yourself. 
When you get in touch with who you really are, you 
will no longer fear exploring your dreams. Things 
will come easily once you are truthful with yourself .. 
Editors note: A source for these horoscopes was As
trology Your Daily Horoscope magazine. 

University of Houston-Clear Lake •2700 Bay Area Blvd., Houston. TX 77058 
www.cl .uh.edu/bpa/homepage/sbpahome. htm 
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Hours, days set 
for summer rec 
By MOLLY LYNCH 
Copy Editor 

Is your life so busy you can't even squeeze a short 
workout into your schedule? With College of the 
Mainland's various recreational hours, exercise is at your 
convenience.Tho college's facilities offers places for such 
activities as basketball, badminton, swimming and weight 
lifting. 

As long as a class is not in session, the gym is avail
able for basketball, volleyball, pickle ball, table tennis 
and badminton for adults only (18 and older) Monday
Friday from 7 a.m.-1 p.m. The gym is also open to adults 
and youth (17 and under) Monday-Friday from 1-5 p.m., 
and Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 6:30-10 p.m. 

The sauna and whirlpool hours are Monday-Friday, 
7:30 a.m.-10 p.m.; participants must be 16 years or older; 
16- and 17-year olds may only use the facilities during 
youth recreation hours. 

The weight room is open Monday-Friday from 7:15-
10:30 a.m. and noon-9 p.m. No one under 13 is allowed 
in the weight room and 13-15 year olds must be accom
panied by parents. Anyone under 17 may participate only 
during youth recreation hours. Beginning July 13, a class 
will be in the weight room Monday-Thursday from 5:45-
7:35 p.m. and will not be available during this time. 

The exercise room is available whenever credit 
classes are not using it. It has exercise bikes, Healthriders, 
Stairmasters, Star Trac Treadmills and a ski machine. A 
video tape on how to use these machines is available for 
viewing. 

The swimming pool also is available for recreation. 
For lap swim (adults only), the hours are Monday-Friday, 
7-9 a.m. and 5-5:45 p.m. 

Adult and youth recreation swim is Monday, Wednes
day and Friday, 1-5 p.m. and 6:45-9:15 p.m.; and Tues
days and Thursdays from 3-5 p.m. Lap swimming is al
lowed during recreation swim time. 

The raquetball courts are available Monday-Friday, 
8 a.m.-10 p.m.; and Saturday and Sunday 9 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Participants under 16 years old must be accompanied by 
an adult. 

All COM students (with I.D. cards), children under 5 
and senior adults (with COM senior cards) may partici
pate free. 

Monthly adult memberships are $15 and visitor fees 
are $3 per visit. The cost for a year's membership is $34 
for adults (18 and older), $20 for youth (17 and under) 
and $80 for a family membership. These prices are pro
rated since the one-year membership is only valid until 
the end of August and must be renewed at that time. 

Above: Mark A. Adams, associate theater director, makes a hit 
In the COM student vs. employee softball game April B. The 
employees managed to win the game with a little help from 
some students who joined their team to even out the numbers. 
Left: The winners of the student flag football tournament held 
April 6 are (from left) Shay Woods, Byron Marshall, Adrian 
Murray, Melvin Hudnall, Tony Evans, BIiiy Marshall and 
Dominque Green. (Photos by Maryann Urick) 
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The COM employee team 
' display the trophies the) 
received after squeaking 
out a 47-46 win In the 
Student vs. Employee 
Basketball Game April 24. 
Due to too few employee 
basketball players some 
students rounded out the 
team. Pictured (from left) 
are Galen Hayward, 
grounds maintenance and 
adjunct physical education 
Instructor; Jerry Bryant, 
physical education 
professor; Chris Galvan, 
student; Larry Thomas, 
student; Elton Jackson, 
student; Lance Ellison, 
student; and Anthony 
Hawkins, job placement 
coordinator. Jack Westin, 
COM theater director, Is 
not pictured. (Photo by 
Maryann Urick) 

Canoe trips of Texas rivers set for summer adventure 
Four outdoor camping trips are being offered this summer by the College 

of the Mainland Outdoor Adventure Program. 
The trips are open to students and community members who are 18 years 

or older. Each trip is limited by number. 
The first trip, a canoe trip on the upper Guadalupe River, will be Friday, 

May 29, through Sunday, May 31. The cost is $48 per person. 
A canoe trip on the Medina River, the second summer adventure camping 

trip, will leave COM Friday, June 12, and return Sunday, June 14. The cost is 
$53 per person. 

Friday, July 17, through Sunday, July 19, a canoe trip on the South Llano 
River is planned. The cost is $66 per person. 

The last camping trip of the summer is also a canoe trip. This time the 
destination is the San Marcos River. The trip runs from Friday, Aug. 14, through 

Sunday, Aug. 16. The cost for this trip is $44. 
The trips are half price for current COM credit students. Charges for each 

trip include transportation, camping fees and the Saturday night meal. To use a 
COM canoe an additional $5 per person is ~~ssed and must be paid at time of 
departure. Refunc;ls are not given on th~rips, but replacements are accepted. 

Anyone who is interested in outdoor activities should consider joining the 
COM Outdoor Club which meets the first Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. 
in Room PE-112 in the gym. The club was organized to promote the enjoyment 
of the outdoors and gives people the opportunity to meet others who share the 
same interest. 

Register for the trips in the lobby of the gym. Office hours are Monday
Friday from 7:30 a.m.-10 p.m. For more infonnation about the canoe trips or 
the Outdoor Club call (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

April Fools' Day just ducky for P.E. professor 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Assistant Editor 

April Fools' Day is full of jokes and gags, but if you happened to see physical education Professor Al Bass 
dressed up lik.e an over-sized Donald Duck that day, it was no joke. Coach Bass beat out the compet-ition to win the 
title of Duck for a Day. 

Duck for a Day is a fund-raiser for Sigma Delta, the College of the Mainland chapterof the international honor 
society Phi Theta Kappa. During a one-week period back in March, 14 jars with names of faculty or staff members 
taped on them were placed in the Math/Science Building Atrium. 

Because of scheduled youth camps the gym will not 
be available June 15-19 from 8:30-11 a.m. and July 20-
24 from 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 

COM student Fabio Pereira prepares to hit the ball at the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day Beach Volleyball Tourna
ment April 16. Other members of the COM team are (from left) Klaas Tadema, Christina Holland, Tiffany Walker and Kimberly Hawkins. 
Jorge Careaga is not pictured. COM placed third at the tournament; seven colleges participated. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

The COM population wa~ asked to donate money to the COM faculty or staff member they most wanted to see 
dressed up like a duck on April Fools' Day while perfonning his or her regular duties. The person to whom the most 
money had been donated by the end of the week would be the lucky Duck for a Day. 

Coach Bass recalled the fateful day he signed the piece of paper agreeing to participate in the Sigma Delta 
fund-raiser. "When I made up my mind to say OK, I thought of two things," he ~aid. "I did not think I would be 
honored to be Mister Duck, and I thought there would be other instructors who would get it." Germs, improper excercise techniques ·can mar workouts 

By MOLLY LYNCH 
Copy Editor 

lt's springtime, summer is around the comer and you' re 
ready to get back into shape, but before you go to the gym, you 
should be aware of germs and know how to use proper exercise 
techniques. 

The first thing to be cautious about is germs. "Floor mats 
are notoriously bad," Dr. Phillip Tierno, director of clinical mi
crobiology, is quoted as saying in Mademoiselle magazine. 
"People walk on them and lie down with sweaty bodies." The 
best way to avoid germs is to use extra-thick towels to cover 
anything you sit or lie on. 

You should wipe the exercise machines before and after 
use with an antiseptic cleanser. After all, a nasty virus or infec-

tion may be lingering from someone who used the machine 
before you. 

If you don't have time to shower, cleanse your hands thor
oughly with an anti-bacterial soap. 

Organisms that cause athlete's foot, plantar warts and even 
herpes simplex I are attracted to wet skin. The best defense is to 
wear rubber flip-flop shoes in the shower and use an anti-fun
gal product. 

You must also take precautions against germs in pools and 
hot tubs. A bacteria called cryptosporidium can resist chlorine's 
disinfectant ability. Showering before and after pool use is a 
way to defend against germs. Wearing a swim cap and goggles 
also defends against germs. Most important, don't swallow pool 
water. 

Mademoiselle magazine has good news though- you are 

less likely to pick up a nasty bug in the gym than in a restaurant. 
The second important thing to keep in mind is proper 

excercise technique. Many people have sustained injuries be
cause they performed an exercise incorrectly or because they 
lacked training. If you are unsure of how to use any exercise 
equipment or how to perform an exercise, ask a professional 
trainer. 

When walking or running for exercise, wear the proper 
shoes. The difference between running and walking shoes is 
that running shoes have thicker soles. It is acceptable to walk in 
running shoes, but you should not run in walking shoes since 
they don' t have the necessary padding. 

Don't let worry over germs or exercise techniques keep 
you from going to the gym. Remember that exercise is· a neces
sity to a healthy life. 

Al Bass, COM physical education professor, was Duck 
for a Day on April -Fools' Day. He earned the privilege 
of spending the day dressed as a giant duck by receiv
ing the most donations in the fund-raiser sponsored 
by Sigma Delta, the COM chapter of the honor society, 
Phi Theta Kappa. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Unfortunately, he was wrong. 
Throughout the week of voting, Sigma Delta chapter officers kept Coach Bass up to date on his earnings. By 

· the time the voting was over, Bass had raised more than $100 for the chapter and his closest competition, chemistry 
professor, Dr. Janet Hendrickson, and theater director, Mark A. Adams, had only raised around $40 each. 

As if hearing the news that he would be the duck wasn't bad enough, Coach Bass' office had been decorated 
by Tammy Stafford, the program assistant for the HPER Team. Stafford had placed a sign reading, "Welcome 
Duckman," on his office door and inside his office she had papered the walls with Duck for a Day fliers in various 
bright colors. 

Despite this, Coach Bass did not hide from the world while dressed like Donald Duck . 
"I won and didn 't have a problem wearing the outfit," he said. He followed his regular daily routine which 

included a walk around the pond with his class. 
The Sigma Delta chapter of Phi Theta Kappa is proud to say that with the help of Coach Bass and the other 

participants in the Duck for a Day fund-raiser, the chapter accumulated more than $200. This money will go toward 
community scholarships, community service projects and convention costs. 

Other participants in Duck for a Day included the college's two deans, Dr. Donald G. Bass and Dr. Henry D. 
Pope, as well as professors Kathye Bergin, Emmeline Dodd, Michelle Gagnier, Astrid H. Lowery, Dr. Andrew 
Nelson, Dr. Mark Sanders and Dr. Renate True. Cindy Lucas, who teaches math on a temporary full-time basis, and 
Laura Higgins.Child Development Lab school teacher, also participated. · 
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Campus Life 

The COM Jazz Combo participated In the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Jazz Festival at Brazosport 
College on March 28. The Jazz Combo are (back, from left) Anthony Munoz, Mark Colvin, Chad Fontenot, Clark 
Duhon, BIiiy Cuchens, (center) J.J. Ortiz, (front, from left) Stephen Stroope, Professor Sparky Koerner and Nancy 
Gordy. Ortiz, Colvin and Duhon received Outstanding Performance Awards. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Jazz Inusicians win awards at festival 
By COM Publications & Information Office 

The College of the Mainland Jazz Combo, under the 
direction of music Professor Sparky Koerner, participated in 
the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Jazz Festival 
hosted at Brazosport College March 28. 

Three COM students received Outstanding Performance 
Awards for their ability to play in the jazz style, including 
aspects of sound quality, intonation, creativity, excitement, 
as well as other musical aspects. Receiving awards were J.J. 
Ortiz of Alvin, drums; Mark Colvin of Clear Lake, guitar; 
and Clark Duhon of La Marque, bass. The Jazz Combo re
ceived an Outstanding Participation Certificate. 

Judges for the festival included: Rick Condit, professor 
of jazz studies, McNeese State University, Lake Charles, La.; 
Alan Shinn, professor of jazz studies at Texas Tech Univer
sity, Lubbock; and Frank Mantooth, pianist/composer/ar
ranger/recording artist. 

Judges comments included "lots of energy in this group," 
"nice blend of horns and guitar line," "nice guitar work," 
"good bass solo, keep thinking melodically," "effective chart 
selection, varying the styles," and "group sounds well re-
hearsed, nice strong endings." · 

For more information on upcoming concerts or the new 
summer jazz classes offered, call COM at ( 409) 938-1211 or 
toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 347. 

InterCOM welcomes 
all who love to write 

Do you have a strong opinion about something that 
is happening in the news? Would you like to express your 
ideas to a few thousand people? Or perhaps you just have 
an itch to put words on paper to be read by others? 

If you answered "yes" to any of these questions, then 
the College of the Mainland journalism courses and the 
student newspaper are for you. 

You don't need experience, and you don't have to be 
majoring in journalism to work on the paper. Just enroll 
in the beginning journalism course, COMM 1307, and 
write for COM 'sown student newspaper-the InterCOM. 

COMM 1307.01 meets this summer June 1-July 10, 
Monday-Friday from 9-11 :50 a.m. Students also must take 
the credit lab, COMM 1129.01, which meets at the con
venience of the students and the instructor. 

If experienced in journalism, you can contact 
lnterCOM Adviser Astrid H. Lowery about enrollment at 
a higher level. She can be reached at (409) 938-1211 or 
toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 314. 

Mini-courses available 
for 3 weeks, May 11-28 

It's not too late to sign up for the two ColJege of 
the Mainland mini-courses: English 1301.71 and En
glish 1302.71, offered during the break between the 
spring semester and the first surnmer session. 

English 1301. 71 meets 9-12:20 p.m., Monday 
through Thursday, while English 1302. 71 meets 1-4:50 
p.m., also Monday through Thursday. Both meet for 
three weeks, May 11 through May 28. 

The cost is minimal; $6 for students who are add
ing the course because it's considered a spring semes
·ter course addition. 

English 1301 will be taught by English adjunct 
instructor Steven Nassar and English 1302 will be 
taught by full-time English Professor Brenda Brown. 

For more information contact the Humanities 
Team at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 214. 

English professor to ·offer Tech Writing online 

Dr. Andrew Nelson, COM English professor, pauses 
at the computer. Dr. Nelson will offer Technical Writ
Ing on the Internet this fall as part of the college's 
distance learning program. (Photo by Patrica Hill) 

• 

By MOLLY LYNCH 
Copy Editor 

English professor, Dr. Andrew Nelson, joined the Col
lege of the Mainland Humanities Team in August 1997. 

Dr. Nelson, who taught as a graduate student at Mankato 
State University in Minnesota (where he received his master's 
degree in 1993) and later at Tomball Community College, 
takes pleasure in his work as an English professor and likes 
interacting with students. 

The professor encourages his students to be self-directed. 
"l want to facilitate their learning rather than teach them." 
He gives students feedback as soon as possible and gives 
systematic assignments so that students are apprised of their 
performance throughout the semester: 

Dr. Nelson, who graduated from Texas A&M Univer
sity with a doctorate in December I 996, is currently teach
ing English 130 I, Composition Rhetoric in Communication; 
English 1302, Composition and Reading; and English 2311, 
Technical Writing. During the second summer session he 
will teach English 1301 and English 2311, and next fall he 
plans to add English 2328, Modern American Literature, to 
his curriculum. 

In discussing skills students need, Dr. Nelson, who re
ceived his bachelor's degree in 1990 from Macalester Uni
versity in St. Paul, Minn., said, "Beginning students should 
probably take Computers in Society for any major." He also 
advises that beginning students take keyboarding and Speech 

1311 (a required course) to enhance their English skills. The 
speech course, he explained, teaches how to organize a pa
per in a systematic manner, and students should take it their 
first semester. Dr. Nelson believes, however, that the best 
way to improve English writing skills is to read regularly. 

This fall Dr. Nelson will offer Technical Writing as \l 

transferrable credit course on the Internet. This will be a dis
tance learning course and is similar to telecourses in that no 
regular class sessions are required. Students will attend one 
orientation meeting at the beginning of the semester. To get 
their assignments, they will visit a website. They will be able 
to contact Dr. Nelson through e-mail and will turn in their 
assignments by e-mail, fax or in person. Students can also 
attend his regular Technical Writing lecture classes for addi
tional help. 

Assignments for ·the course will include peer evalua
tions, which students will accomplish by .e-mailing to one 
another. The Innovations Lab, located in the TechnicalNo
cational Building, will be available to students who do not 
have acc~ss to the Internet at home. 

Dr. Nelson believes that providing an English course 
on the Internet will be beneficial to students, especially single 
mothers, those who work swing shifts and even full-time 
workers. "It offers our students less anxiety for making class." 

Although this course will be the first English Internet 
course offered at COM, Dr. Nelson and English Professor 
Kathye Bergin plan to jointly put English 1302 online by the 
school year 1999-2000 . 



PTK/Rotary work on 
EMS File Project 
By COM Publications & Information Office 

College of the Mainland students joined forces 
recently with the Rotary Club of West Galveston 
County to bring some peace of mind to area senior 
citizens who may one day face a medical emergency. 
The students, members of Phi Theta Kappa, the 
college's honor society, participated in the Rotary 
Club's EMS File Project, an effort to make pertinent 
medical information available to emergency medical 
services personnel. 

The project involved placing questionnaires that 
list medical information-doctor's name, allergies, 
medications, special medical conditions, etc.-into an 
EMS vial that is then stored on the senior's premises. 
Stickers that are visible and recognizable are then 
placed outside the home alerting EMS personnel to 
the location of the vial. EMS personnel are trained in 
the use of the vial and can transport it with the person 
to a hospital if necessary. 

Lu Anne Major, who is on the board of the West 
Galveston Rotary Club and serves as project director, 
reported that approximately 1,500 vials have been dis
tributed in the Santa Fe and Hitchcock area. 

"We have received calls from other towns in the 
county so we hope this project will expand," Major 
said. "The vials are distributed free to seniors and we 
ask for a $2 donation from non-seniors who want to 
participate." 

Vials can be obtained from any of the three area 
sponsors: Citizen State Bank and Medicine Man Phar
macy in Santa Fe, and Texas First Bank in Hitchcock. 

, 
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Sgt. Joseph G. Lawrence of the U.S. Marine Corps speaks to student Nadia Goodson at the job fair sponsored by 
the COM Job Placement Office April 22 In the Student Center. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

Job placement helps student findjobs 
By Ra'Keisha Holman 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Job Placement Service 
Office provides ·information on full- and part-time employ
ment positions for COM students, alumni and community 
members. The office's primary goal is to help students near-

ing graduation get a job in their field . Currently Anthony 
Hawkins, job placement officer, is working on getting the 
services online. Hawkins says that the primary function of 
the program is to build a bridge from school to employment. 

Next year the Job Placement Service plans to work 
closely with other local programs to educate students in job
search skills such as writing resumes and interviewing. 

Telecourses convenient for busy students 
Did You Know? 

By JENNIFER HUNTER 
Staff Reporter 

Foreshadowing the 21st century, education as we 
know it today will have a new look, and, as a matter of 
fact, it already has in the form of telecourses which fall 
under the umbrella of distance learning. 

Telecourses include videos that help make learn
ing more true to life, by allowing students to see and 
hear experts and visit places they might never have an 
opportunity to see. 

For instance, one of the government course vid
eos explains the step-by-step process of a presidential 
election. The video shows volunteers making telephone 
calls and mailing election paraphernalia. It also shows 
how the affluent can control an election through donat
ing large sums of money in favor of their political party. 

In another video, a congresswoman gives students 
a peek into her daily rountine showing them her typical 
day on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C. These videos 
truly make·telecourse learning unique. 

Professor Sid Young, director of distance learning 
at Galveston College, stated that GC was the first col
lege to incorporate telecourses in Galveston County. In 
fall 1987, GC offered one telecourse, American his
tory. Since then, the number has multiplied to 21 tele
courses. 

Young stated that telecourses were initiated for the 
convenience of students, and that the courses are espe
cially appealing to students who are parents. They can 
study and watch the videos at their own convenience. 

The success rate of telecourses has steadily grown, 
Young said. At this time, 67 College of the Mainland 
students and 168 GC students are enrolled in telecourses, 
none of which were canceled due to lack of enrollment. 
"Telecourses will be an essential ingredient to the mis
sion of comprehensive learning," Young said. 

Students may view telecourse videos at either the 
COM or the GC library, or watch them on television at 
a specified time on Channel 8, or rent them for the en-

tire semester through GC. 
In the past, COM has offered several telecourses 

in conjunction with GC. This semester COM is offer
ing History 1302 and Government 2302. 

One orientation meeting is required at the begin
ning of each telecourse. Students are required to take 
three exams, scheduled at their convenience during test
ing week at the COM or the GC testing centers de
pending on which college they registered at. The pro
fessors are available by phone and will schedule one
on-one meetings with students when necessary. 

Because students do not attend regularly sched
uled classes, the key to successfully completing a tele
course is discipline. 

Scheduling time to do assignments has to become 
part of a student 's daily routine. Without discipline stu
dents can fall prey to procrastination. The student is his 
or her own instructor. 

Taking a telecourse is not an easy endeavor. The 
workload is as much or more than for a regular class. 
For instance, the government telecourse expects stu
dents to complete weekly assignments, which consist 
of answering two questions, each one page in length. A 
one-page summary is required after students view two 
videos, and they must define eight to 10 terms. In addi
tion, students are responsible for reading two to three 
chapters weekly. 

Reviews are scheduled at COM and GC before 
each of the three exams. The professors offer these re
views to make sure students know the material thor

. oughly to ensure they successfully complete their 
courses. 

For anyone who has children, works full time or 
has other obligations which make taking a class on cam
pus out of the question, telecourses may be the answer. 
Such courses can open doors once thought shut for re
ceiving a college degree. 

For more information about telecourses, contact 
Carol Rankin at GC (409) 762-8286 or Elizabeth 
Hasserd at COM (409) ·938-1211 or toll-free, Ext. 212. 

The School of 
Natural and Applied Sciences 

Prepares Students for the Future 

Did You Know 
We offer Houston's only undergraduate programs in 

Environmental Science and Computer Systems Engineering, Become 
part of the fastest growing professions in the country; enroll todayl 

Did You Know 
Our 60% acceptance rate to medical/dental school is almost 

twice the national average, Join a growing number of pre-health 
professional students enrolled in our biology and chem1sty programs. 

Did You Know 
Mathematics teachers are in great demand and earn higher 

than overage teaching salaries? We help outstanding students to 
become great teachers in math , physical science and biology. 

Did You Know 
We're affordable? The new Ltfe- long Learning Tax Credit 

makes your tu1t1on tax deductible. Apply for a New Student 
Scholarship by June 1. 

It's easy? 
For a free catalog , schedule and application , call (281) 283-2520, 
or check us out at WWW .cl.uh.edu/admissions . 

The time is now? Classes begin June 1. 

Now You Know, 
Apply Todayl 

niversity of Houston 1 .. Clear Lake 
2700 Ba, Arca Bouk,ard I louston. Tc\as 77058 
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Entertainment 

Spring festival celebrates art students' talents 

Roger Keele, COM choral music instructor, checks out some of the artwork on sale outside the Fine Arts 
Building Thursday, April 30. The art sale was part of the Spring Art Festival which spotlights student talent. 
In addition to the sale other highlights of the day Included low cost nachos, Frito pie and sausage on a stick, 
as well as live music and the Student Art Exhibit In the COM Art Gallery. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

Select students cleared 
for phone registration 
Continued from Page 1-----------

TeleRegistration began with the mini-session on April 
24 and will continue until 6:30 p.m., Monday, May 11. 

Summer I and II registration via telephone will begin 
May 14, Summer I registration by phone will close at 6:30 
p.m., June 2. A late registration fee of $10 will be charged to 
all students registering for Summer I classes after May 31. 
Summer II telephone registration will end at 6:30 p.m., July 
14. Students will be charged a $10 registration fee for Sum
mer II after July 12. 

According to a letter sent out by the Offic!! of Admis
sions to students cleared to register by phone, "Fees for the 
summer sessions may be paid by credit card (TeleRegistra
tion) at the time of registration, or in person." 

The letter emphasizes fees must be paid before June 3 
for Summer I and before July 15 for Summer II. 

Peace said, "Over 1,200 students have been cleared to 
register by phone." Those students have all been sent let
ters _detailing the process of telephone registration. 

Information regarding telephone and on-campus fall 
registration will be printed in the Fall Schedule of Classes 
brochure, which will be available no later than June. 

TeleRegistration not only allows students to register 
by phone, but also permits them to make schedule changes, 
access grades and pay fees as well. 

Any questions regarding registration by phone or on
campus should be addressed to the Office of Admissions 
at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 263 
or 488. 

Dodd Piper Professor Waiting for the Parade staged at COM 

COM biology Professor Emmeline Dodd is one 
of this year's recipients of the Minnie Stevens 
Piper Foundation's Piper Professor award, one 
pf the most prestigious awards an educator can 
receive. President Larry L. Stanley announced 
the award and presented Dodd a certificate, pin 
and a check for $2,500 at the COM Employee 
Recognition Dinner held at South Shore Harbour 
Resort May 1. The award, which was established 
in 1958, is given to professors who have demon
strated outstanding scholarly and acedemic 
achievement. Community college professors 
have only been recognized for the award In the 
past few years. "It Is the ultimate award In teach
ing," Dodd said, beamlng.(Photo by Patricia Hill) 

By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

When men march away to war, what happens to the women 
who are left behind to raise families, pay bills and keep the coun
try running? 

In Waiting for the Parade, which opened at the College of 
the Mainland Arena Theatre April 16, the lives of five such women 
are shown in a series of thought-provoking vignettes which range 
from angry to sad, funny to tragic. 

The World War II play, directed by Arena Theatre Director 
Mark A. Adams, runs through May lO. Waiting takes place in 
Calgary, Alberta, from the war's beginning in 1939 until victory 
in 1945. Playwright John Murrell was born in Texas but has 
lived most of his adult life in Calgary. 

At first, the women seem to be caricatures of authority, sex, 
youth, age and the enemy, but by the end of the play they have 
evolved into deep human beings with many facets. 

Janet, played by Carolyn Ortiz, is annoyingly demanding 
of everyone else. Highly organized, she manages to be in charge 
of the whole war effort, from bandage rolling to blackout drills 
to sending off the troops. She fills every minute of the day to 
avoid dealing with marital issues. Ortiz takes a character that is 
easy to hate and makes the audience see by the end of the play 
that Janet isn't as cold a<; she first appears. 

Mandy Whitlock is superb as Catherine, a passionate young 
woman whose husband enlists at the beginning of the war. 
Whitlock captures the confusion Catherine feels as a young wife 
left behind on the homefront, forced to work for the first time to 
support her child and drnwn to one of the men she works with at 
a munitions plant. 

Eve, a you_ng schoolteacher (played by Julie Simpson), is 
married to a man too old for active duty but obsessed by the war. 
She hates everything'about the war, especially the fact that her 
favorite actor, Englishman Leslie Howard.joined the military. 

Phyllis Dorflingerplays Margaret, a widowed, older woman 
convinced her two sons will die before her. She frequently re
minds everyone that death.runs in her family. One son joinetl the 
military at the beginning of the war and the other is in prison for 
anti-war activism. 

Mary Mechler plays Marta, a young German woman whose 
father was detained at the beginning of the war for being a Nazi 

sympathizer. Extremely defensive because she has been perse
cuted by many of the townspeople, Marta is standoffish and wary 
of others. By the end of the play her character unfolds as she is 
befriended by the other women. 

As wonderful as the five actors are, the show wouldn't have 
been as moving without the talented behind-the-scenes staff: Tom 
King, technical direction; Craig Seanor, sound design; Kelly' 
Babb, scenic and lighting design; Bethany Pheneger-Babb, pro
duction stage manager; Mary Louise Daniels, costume design; 
and Crista Burley, choreography. 

For tickets and reservations call ( 409) 938-1211 or toll-free 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 

Catherine (Mandy Whitlock) draws a "seam". down the 
back of Eve's (Julie Simpson) leg In a scene from the 
,COM Arena Theatre production of Waiting for the 
Parade. The World War II play runs through May 1 O. 



Graduation speaker 
promiitate Hispanic 
Continued from Page 1.--------
ticipate in the ceremony. 

The guest speaker is Dr. Guadalupe Quintanilla, 
who according to a press release from the Office of 
the Dean of Instruction and Student Development, is 
one of the most respected Hispanics in the country. 

Dr. Quintanilla is the president of the Cross-Cul
tural Communication Center of Houston and associ
ate professor of the Department of Hispanic and Clas
sical Languages at the University of Houston. She 
serves on numerous boards and commissions at the 
local, state and national levels and is active in com
munity affairs. Dr. Quintanilla has raised money for 
community-based scholarship funds and has received 
much recognition for her accomplishments. Numer
ous articles have been published about her in newspa
pers and magazines, such as the New York Times, The 
Reader's Digest, and People Magazine. 

The COM Singers and COM Brass Guild will 
perform during the ceremony. 

A reception will be held in the Student Center 
following commencement. 

Graduation practice, which is mandatory for par
ticipants, is May 7 at 5:30 p.m. in the La Marque High 
School Auditorium. 

Caps and gowns, also known as regalia, are free 
and have been available in the COM Bookstore since 
April 27. The last day to pick up regalia is Friday, 
May 8. Items that can be purchased in the bookstore 
include graduation cards, invitations, graduation rings, 
frames, nursing pins and other gift items. Graduation 
cards are 25 cents each; prices for the other items vary. 

,, 
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Teacher of year finalists nominated by students 
Continued from Page 1 

Dodd explained the selection process before beginning 
the award presentation. First, she asked the COM honor so
ciety, Phi Theta Kappa, for a list of five students to serve on 
the selection committee. President Larry L. Stanley then 
approved the list. 

The committee then placed boxes and ballots at 15 poll
ing places in nine buildings on campus from March 3 through 
March 13. Dodd said more students participated in the nomi
nating process this year then in past years; 316 students turned 
in ballots. 

The five finalists were selected according to the num
ber of votes they received. However, instructors fall into one 
of two categories based on the number of students they teach. 
One category is for instructors with more than a total of 50 
students. The other is for instructors with fewer than 50 stu
dents total. 

The selection committe was composed of students Sean 
Buchanan, Christina Daniel, Elaine Cates, Amy K. Patlach 
and Marsha Washington. In addition to reading the comments 
on the ballots, the committee observed all the finalists teach
ing a class. At the banquet, committee members introduced 
the instructors with speeches that touched on their person
alities, teaching styles, relationship with students and excerpts 
of student comments. 

Kish-Molina automatically becomes the faculty chair
woman for next year's awards. She has been teaching at COM 
since 1994 and was an Outstanding Instructor finalist in 1996. 
Her course offerings are general biology, microbiology, medi
cal terminology, and both anatomy and physiology I and II. 

"Some students say Ms. Molina is a tough instructor, 
but she wants to make sure that College of the Mainland is 
sending out students with the best education possible," Daniel 
said when she introduced Kish-Molina before the award was 
presented. "She offers a challenge that most students strive 
to achieve. You just want to work harder for her." 

"I'm honored," Kish-Molina said when she first found 
out she was a finalist. "I want to thank the Science Team, my 
husband, and my students for all their support." 

The other finalists all expressed gratitude to their stu
dents for recognizing them. 

"I would like to thank my students and the nursing staff 
for all of their support," Gamer saiq. "I'm excited and hon
ored to be part of such a great group of finalists." She has 
been teaching nursing at COM for seven years and is also 
pursuing a doctorate at the University of Houston. 

Dr. Hendrickson said of her selection as a finalist: "I 
appreciate the students' nominations and I'm honored to be 
a finalist with such an outstanding group of teachers. I'd like 
to thank the Science Team for their encouragement and my 
students for their support." She has taught chemistry at COM 
for eight years. 

Nowak has taught real estate courses at (:OM for al
most 10 years. "When you are faculty, being nominated for 
Outstanding Instructor is probably the highest accolade we 
can receive." He was selected Outstanding Instructor in 1994. 
"It doesn ' t get any better then having your students think 
you are great." 

Dr. True has been selected Outstanding Instructor of the 
Year three times, in 1985 (when she was the first recipient of 
the mermaid vase}, 1989 and 1993. The winner cannot be 
entered again for three years after he or she receives the 
award. Dr. True has either received the award or been a fi
nalist almost every year she has been eligible. "I just love 
teaching and it makes me happy that students recognize me," 
she said of again being a finalist, but she added, "It's time 
for someone else to win." 

An overwhemed Kish-Molina said of winning, "Every
body works so hard, so I'm sure it was a hard decision to 
make," She added: "I love to teach. I really love College of 
the Mainland. The people I work with are great, and so are 
my students." 

COM fans cheer student to Wheel victory Did You Know? 
Continued froin Page 1---------
in the Houston-Galveston area and onJ y one of two com
munity college students selected to appear on the na
tionally televised show. The other student was from 
Houston Community College. Brad Bradley, another 
COM student was selected as an alternate and may fly 
to Los Angeles to appear on a future show. 

For Cox, being selected could not have come at a 
better time. His truck was in the shop and he was at that 
broke-as-a-college-student-gets stage at the end of a 
very busy semester. 

Now, thanks to his performance on Wheel, he will 
get his truck fixed, buy an airline ticket to visit his sick 
77-year-old grandfather back in South Carolina and 
put the rest in the bank. This is a great start on the 
summer with an ironic twist. Earlier this year, $1,500 
prevented him from traveling with the cast of The Mi
kado to Buxton, England, to perform at the Interna
tional Gilbert and Sullivan Festival. 

"lfl'd known I was going to be on Wheel and win 
tlie money, I would have committed to the trip." 

Now Cox is committed to returning to COM this 

Kids Kidney Camp 
The National Kidney Foundation of Southeast Texas 

announced that the Kids Kidney Camp will be held at 
Camp-For-All in Burton from July 12toJuly 18.Thecamp 
has been sponsored by the foundation in conjunction with 
Hermann Children's Hospital in Houston and the Univer
sity of Texas Medical Branch Children's Hospital in 
Galveston since 1982 for children 6 to 16 who have kid
ney disease or various other kidney problems. Children 
on hemodialysis or peritoneal dialysis also qualify. The 
foundation is in need of sponsors to provide financial and 
in-kind support for the camp, as well as volunteers to &erve 
as camp counselors. If you are interested in sponsoring a 
child or volunteering, call Lilly Holland, Programs & Ser
vices director, at (713) 952-5499 or (800) 961-5683. 

summer and fall to finish up and to bask in the warm 
smiles he receives on cainpus and the well-wishes he 
gets from friends and family. His proud mother, step
father and a friend were at the Wheel taping. 

"I really appreciated the support of the COM folks 
who were there in the audience cheering me on because 
it did mean a lot to me. When I heard those hoots and 
hollers and saw that COM banner, I knew I had a fan 
base." 

Mark Cox 's fan base has just grown by a few mil
lion. 

Come 
visit 

The Big 
Brick 
Cafe 

Located behind Esteban's 
Cafe and Cantina 

402 W. Main Street 
League City, TX 77573 

(281) 33-BRICK 
(281) 332-7425 

(281) 316-2068 (Fax) 

The School of 
Business and Public Administration 
Prepares Students for the Future 

Did You Know 
Effective Fall 1998 you can specialize In Management 

Information Systems In the General Business degree? Get sta, ted 
this summer with an elective ISAM 4931 Into to Bus,~ess DotaBases. 

Did You Know 
The core foundation courses required in all undergraduate 

business degrees will be offered on Saturdays this fall? You can 
get an early start this summer, with day or evening care classes. 

Did You Know 
We offer 9-week, 1st 5-week and 2nd 5-week courses of 

general ,nterest? Enroll In Int'I Environmental Issues, Texas 
Consumer Law, Info Systems for Management, Career Planning, or 
choose from many others. 

Did You Know 
We're affordable? The new Life-long Learning Tax Credit 

makes your tu1t1on tax deductible Apply for a New Student 
Scholarship by June I. 

It's easy? For program 1nformot1on coll (281) 283-3216. 
For a free catalog, schedule and oppl1cot1on. coll (281) 283-2520, 
or check us out at WWW .cl .uh.edu/admissions. 

The time is now? Classes beg, n June 1 

Now You Know, 
Apply Todayl 

niversi o Houston i.-. Clear Lak 
:2700 B:1y .\r,.:a Houk, arJ I loustnn. ll''l:as 77058 
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What's_Happening 

COM students acceptAmerica Reads Challenge 
By COM Publications & Information Office 

College of the Mainland students are accepting 
the America Reads Challenge to help area students 
read at grade level by the time they leave third grade. 

Promoted by President Clinton and with increased 
Federal Work Study funds provided by Congress, 
COM students are joining thousands of college stu
dents across the country in tutoring elementar·y school 
children after school and weekends at local libraries. 

Two COM elementary education students, Kristy 
Pavini and Christina Selinidis, are tutoring 15 chil
dren Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays 
at the Hitchcock Public Library. 

"This is a real taste of teaching," said Selinidis 
about the tutoring program she believes should be a 
part of all college elementary education programs. 
"Every child is different and learns a certain way and 
that is our challenge," Selinidis continued. "You have 
to be creative and make it fun." 

The two COM students are encouraged by the 
reception they receive from the children and their par
ents. 

"Many of the children come excited about learn-

ing and the moms who bring them hate to see theses
sion end because they are having so much fun," Pavini 
added. 

COM students Christine Selinidis (left), and Kristy 
Pavini tutor elementary school children at 
Hitchcock Public Library as part of the America 
Reads Challenge. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Cos_metology Lab summer services, times, prices 
Want to get a hair cut that's not too pricey, or a manicure 

that won't cost an arm and a leg? Then you might want to be
come a patron of the College of the Mainland Cosmetology Lab. 

Located in Appomattox Square across Amburn Road from 
COM's main entrance, the lab will again be available for client 
appointment-. beginning June 16. The hours will be Tuesdays 
8:45 a.m.-noon, with chemical services available only at 8:45 
a.m.; and Thursdays 12:45-3 p.m., with chemical services avail
able only at 12:45 p.m. 

Hair services rdllge from shampoos to sets to deep condi
tioning to permanent waves to color, with prices beginning at $2 
for shampoos and ending at $30 for color highlight'>. Other cos
metology services include facials, waxings, hand massages, 
manicures, pedicures and artificial nails. Prices for those ser
vices range from $1 per nail for nail art (available from the night 
class only) to $17 for a one-hour facial. 

Summer services will end Aug. 13. 
For appointments call the Cosmetology Lab at (409) 938-

8607 Mondays and Wednesdays 12:30-4 p.m. 

Ethnic literature set for fall 
Special Literary Topics, English 2354, will explore ethnic 

literature this fall with College of the Mainland English Profes
sor Dr. Mark Sanders. Dr. Sanders is tentatively planning to in
clude selections from Langston Hughes, Toni Morrison, 
Gwendolyn Brooks, Louise Erdrich, James Welch, Octavio Paz, 
Maxine Hong Kingston and others. The course, set for Mon
days and Wednesdays, 11-12:20 p.m., will require: three response 
essays, three exams, one literary research paper,. and classroom 
discussion and participation. For information call fff. Sanders at 
(409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 356. 
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Did you know ... The University of Houston-Clear Lake provides its 
students with a state-of-the-art teacher education program? 

At UHCL, you will gain ... 
•Areal-world view through our Teacher-In-Residence Program 

• More exposure to the classroom prior to graduation through our Pre-Service 
Internship Program 

• Elementary Cerrification/B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies 

OR 
• Secondary Certification/B.S. or B.A. in field of specialization 

Join the School of Education at UHCL, do something for your future and 
BE IN DEMAND! 

Call now! Summer Open Registration begins May 26th. For admissions 
information call the Office of Enrollment Services at 281-283-2520. 

For School of Education advising call 281-283-3600. 

E-mail: education@cl.uh.edu • Website: httpJ/www.cLuh.edu 

University of Houston • Clear Lake 

People Speak Out 
By PATRICIA HILL, Managing Editor 
and MOLLY LYNCH, Copy Editor 

Newspapers and television are reporting the hor
rible, violent crimes being committed by children with 
alarming and increasing frequency. Recently, a num
ber of murders have been committed in schools or at 
school-related events by students. In Jonesboro, .Ark., 
on March 24, two young boys allegedly opened fire 
on a crowded schoolyard killing four _students and a 
teacher. They are 11- and 13-years old. . 

With this in mind InterCOM asked, "In light of· 
the recent killings by an 11-year-old and 13-year-old 
in Jonesboro, Ark., should children as young as 11, 
who commit murder, be tried as adults?" 

Lydia Perkins: Yes, be
ca use if they could do 
something as bad as that, 
they should be tried as 
adults. 

Tim Murphy: 
Yes, because there is no 
age limit for doing a 
crime. If you do a crime, 
you do the time. 

Carl Hobby: 
Yes, because murder is 
wrong for any age. 

Arbry Clifton: 
(COM Police Officer) 
No, but they should be re
evaluated at age 16 to as
sess mental capacity anti 
cognitive functioning. 

Mike Ayala: 
Yes, if anyone murders 
someone, that's taking a 
life. They should suffer 
severe consequences. 

Rasheeda Jones: 
No. Because they need 
counseling. (Prison) is 
going to make the chil
dren even worse. 

Katt Houston: 
If they can shoot a gun 
they should be ~onvicted. 

Alice Watford: 
(sociology professor) 
No. I think children don't 
cognitively understand 
the consequences of their 
actions. Society should be 
on trial. It's so violent. 



See immigrant's Fourth of July tale 
Page3 

See upcoming Houston-area concerts 
PageS 

COM Professor Leslie Richardson advises student Maribel Alvarado during math tutoring time. Richardson was 
honored with the Phi Theta Kappa Robert Giles Distinguished PTK Adviser of the Year Award at the international 
convention held in Nashville, Tenn., in April. (Photo by Elaine Rummel) 

--,~Richardson PTK adviser honoree 
By SHALLON FLEMING 
Assistant Editor 

Phi Theta Kappa, the honor society at College of the 
Mainland, celebrated when math Professor Leslie Richardson 
was honored in April as a Robert Giles Distinguished PTK 
Adviser. This recognition comes after Richardson's 11 years 
as adviser for the honor society. 

He became involved with COM's Sigma Delta chapter 

of Phi Theta Kappa when Professor David Hansmire re
quested his help. Richardson has since seen the chapter grow 
in terms of members and their participation. 

The Phi Theta Kappa levels of activity a chapter can be 
classified as, range from Level 1 to 5 with 1 being the lowest 
and 5 the highest. When Richardson joined the honor soci
ety as an adviser, he said the chapter was only at an activity 
Level 2. In the last year the chapter has risen to Level 5. 

See Richardson Page 7 

See '98-99 COM theater season 
Page6 
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· TIPA Award-winner 

COM complies 
with tobacco ban 
By ELAINE RUMMEL 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland became a tobacco-free 
campus June 1 after the Board of Trustees passed a 
policy banning tobacco in all forms at the March 23 
Board meeting. The policy also applies to COM the
ater patrons. Campus police ask theater personnel 
to remind theatergoers of the ban. 

According to COM police officers, Thomas 
Dendy and Willie Huerta, the ban is in direct rela
tion to indiscriminate spitting of tobacco and litter
ing of cigarette butts on campus. 

COM has taken several steps to ensure every
one is aware of the policy. Notioe of the ban ~as 
published in The (Galveston County) Daily News 
and The Texas City Sun, and signs prohibiting to
bacco were posted around campus with most in place 
at least a week before the ban went into effect. 

So far the ban is working "We'd like to thank 
a lot of the public who made the transition a lot 
easier," Dendy said. "We thought the start would be 
tough, but it hasn't been." 

Since the policy went into effect only 10 people 
have been caught smoking, and 15 were caught dip
ping. All 25 were visitors and unaware of the cam
pus policy. During several weeks of transition vio
lators received warnings and cards advising them 

See Police Page 3 

Professor Dodd wins I 
1 coveted Piper award _ I 

-Clarke participates in Dust Cave dig 

I BY MICHELLE HILL 
Managing Editor 

"This is the one I've been waiting for!" ex
claimed Emmeline Dodd, College of the Main
land biology professor. "It's .the ultimate award a 
teacher can get." 

Dodd was talking about the Piper Professor 
Award, which she was presented at the COM Em

ployee Recognition 
Dinner in May. 

The Piper Award 
has been given annu
ally to 10 Texas college 
or university professors 
by the Minnie Stephens 
Piper Foundation of 
San Antonio since 
1958. 

All the winners 
were first selected for 
excellence in teaching 

Emmeline Dodd See Honorarium Page 7 

By ELAINE RUMMEL 
Staff Reporter 

Through the mentorship of several College of the 
Mainland professors, Stacey Clarke is on an adventure 
underground--on purpose. 

Clarke learned of the National Science Foundation 
Grant two ye_ars ago on the Internet. At that time she only 
had one semester of college under her belt, but tried for it 
anyway. 

Clarke wasn't selected, but undaunted, she went to 
sociology professor, Dr. Marty Caylor, for help and set 
about applying again. She also received help from pro
fessors Kathye Bergin, English, and Larry Smith, history. 

This time she was chosen. 
Clarke, along with students from such schools as 

Stanford University in California, Boston University in 
Massachusetts and Indiana University in Bloomington, 
is working at a site in northwest Alaba~a inhabited by 
American Indians more than 5,000 years ago. 

When asked how she felt about being invited as a 
community college student, Clarke said being from a small 
school was helpful. "The smaller school has an advan
tage because professors can spend so much more time 
with you and become friends." 

Glarke along with nine other students left for the 
See Student Page 8 

COM student Stacey Clarke contemplates a skull prior 
to her June a departure to the northwest Alabama 
archeological dig site where American Indians lived 
5,000 years ago. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 
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Campus Life 

SuperStart coordinator Jess Olive poses with students from the 1998 COM SuperStart group. SuperStart is a 
scholarship for area high school juniors and graduating seniors which allows the students to get a head start on 
college. Students take a core class during the first summer session and COM pays for tuition, fees and books. In 
addition to classes, students attend career-oriented lectures and take field trips. (Photo by Elaine Rummel) 

Teac~er bewails rigid cutting edge of journalism 

The most overused word in journalism is cut. In the 
movie business cut means that's a wrap. In journalism 
cut means back to work. 

My tenure as a journalist began quite innocently. 
"I'll do whatever I need to do to get nine journalism 
hours," I said. 

Little did I know that when COM (I mean College 
of the Mainland, spell out on first reference) journalism 
teacher, Astrid H. Lowery, accepted me in her classes I 
would magically become six people: student, reporter, 
writer, photographer, editor and all-around lackey. 

Not only that, I found myself in a room with 
students who not only know more about journalism than 
I do, but who also are younger than my own daughter. 
They found themselves with, gasp, a high school' 
teacher. We circled each other sniffing apprehensively. 

I turn my first assignment in. The other students 
warn me. I smile. After all, how difficult can this be? I 
have been a high school English teacher for mumhie 
number of years. I can handle this. 

~lnlerCOM 
Managing Editor 
Assistant Editor 

STAFF REPORTERS 

MICHELLE HILL 
SHALLON FLEMING 

Did you know that Lowery bleeds green ink? To 
soften the blow when she returns my assignment, she 
says my article is great, but, journalists write a little 
differently. Cut, she says. 

Gone are my purple passages. Gone are my lengthy 
lead-ins. Cut! 

As we approach deadline Shallon and Michelle are 
worried we don't have enough articles. More stories 
they say. WBII, I come up with my piece de resistance. I 
research, I read and I write a brilliant treatise on a 
fascinating subject. Too long they say, cut! 

Back to the drawing board. I write another dazzling 
story. Then I see my story listed on the budget board as 
almost setting a record for the longest ever written. Hey, 
that ought to get me an "A." But no! Lowery says "Cut." 

Okay, I cut it. How much? What? Do away with 26 
lines! That's more than half of my masterpiece. Yep, she 
says, cut! 

Okay, I cut it. Now surely that will do the trick. Still 
too long? Cut! 

My dining room floor is now wet with drops of 
tears and swe_at. Crumpled sheets of paper are every
where. All my beautiful words just lying there like so 
much worthless garbage. Cut! 

Good, interesting story Shallon says, but will 
College of the Mainland students want to read it? At this 
point-forgive me-but I don't really care. I rework it 
though and now everyone likes it. I'm set. 

Four days before deadline, Michelle, the editor, you 
know, she's one of the ones who is younger than my 
daughter. Well, she says to me, "Elaine, it's really a good 
story, but we don't have room for it in the paper." What? 
A few days ago you said we didn't have enough stories. 
"I know," she says, "But now we have too many." Cut! 

Thus ends my six weeks of servitude. And, I came 
in under one page. Well, almost under one page, I forgot 
to double space again. Cut and that's a wrap. 

Editor struggles with 
true meaning of home 

"You can never go home again." Writers Thomas 
Wolfe and William Faulkner pondered whether this 
well-known quote is true, and lately I have also. 

After living more than 18 years in a very large but 
close-knit family, I moved half a state away to Denton 
which is about an hour north of Dallas. 

My mid-January move was one many people my 
age make: to school. Mine was to the University of 
North Texas. 

After I had made the decision to live so far away 
from home, I started having mixed feelings. I was 
excited about being on my own and getting to go to 
UNT, which is considered one of the best journalism 
schools in the area, but I was also hesitant for those 
same reasons. 

Then I began questioning myself. I wondered if I 
would be able to come back to the home I had known, or 
would I feel like an outsider? Would.my family treat me 
differently? Could a dorm. room the size of a shoe box 
become my "home"? 

These questions really scared me, and no matter 
how much I tried I could not find an answer. 

During my first semester away, the questions 
remained in my mind. I decided that in order to know 
how home would change I needed to define home. 

What does home mean? 
Is home simply a house or an apartment where I 

· live? Is home where my family is? Or is home really just 
feelings, such as security, happiness and belonging? 

After spending five months at UNT, then returning 
to Texas City for the summer, I have come to the con
clusion that to me home is all of these things and more. 

Home can be a certain place, but that place may 
change frequently. Home is where the people who care 
and worry about me are. Home is love, hope, trust and 
so much more, all mixed together. Home isn't a concrete 
place; it's a wonderful fantasy in my mind and, as the 
old saying goes, in my heart. The feeling of home gives 
me something to look forward to at the end of the day 
and something to remember when I've moved on to a 
new phase in life. 

Living with my family again is weird. The furniture 
has been moved around, I can't find things in the kitchen 
or the bathroom, and everyone's schedule has changed. 
But it is still home, just a little different. 

I now realize that when I go back to Denton in 
August I will also be going home. But I know I will 
always have a place with my family. And even after 
many more houses and cities have come and gone, all 
the places from my past will still feel like home. 

I now believe you can go home again, because 
home is anywhere and everywhere you ar~ or have been. 

Patricia Hill 
Elaine Rummel 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 
Patricia Hill 

'Bullet' takes aim at cri~ic; suggests he joh:i lnterCOM 

Elaine Rummel 

LAYOUT ARTIST 
Patricia Hill 

INTERCOM ADVISER 
Astrid H. Lowery 
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Editor's note: The following letter is in response to a 
letter to the Editor published in the May issue of 
JnterCOM in which the write,; John Deng, criticized 
this paper and the stories in it. 

To the InterCOM Staff, 
I think you. folks do a great job! 
It is a time consuming, and as Mr. Deng's editorial 

indicates, a sometimes thankless task also. 
I don't believe Mr. Deng's opinion is representative 

of students and faculty generally. 
Let me suggest to Mr. Deng that he join the 

I ~ • ' , • I ., ' 

InterCOM staff and try to improve the product rather 
than just criticize it. 

"Bullet" Bob Wennagel, 
Professor of Accounting and Business Law 

Letters to the Editor policy: lnterCOM welcomes all 
Letters to the Editor. Please make letters brief and to the 
point. All letters should include a name and daytime 
telephone number for verification. We reserve the right 
to edit all letters for length, grammar, spelling and 
libelous content. Letters to the Editor will be printed on 
a space-available basis. 



Editor expresses humor 
of confusing Tex-speak 

Texas is home to some pretty strange phrases. If I 
were a foreigner, be it from another country or even from 
another state, I'm not sure I'd understand a lick of 
conversation around here. Hold your horses, I'm fixin' to 
get to my point ... 

We drop our g's and drawl our r's. 
For some strange reason while in our cars, 
we drive on a par1<way and park in a driveway. 
If we don't like you much, we say, 
"Hit the highway!" 
We sing our praises but not to a tune. 
Ifwe think you're nuts, we call you a loon. 
Crazy as a loon isn't crazy like a fox. 
And why can't we let the cat out of the box? 
From the start it was merely my simple intention 
to bring some silly phrases to your attention. 
And now that I've started I'm also confused 
by the phrases we natives so commonly use. 
Smart as a whip you may very well be, 
so I hope you've been able to follow me 
through this mess of a language with all of its quirks. 
Yet, however messy, it still has its perks. 
Where else can you be as happy as a lark? 
I hope by this question, debate doesn't spark. 
I'm Texan most definitely through and through. 
If cut, I just might bleed red, white and blue. 
But by this I mean_no one any offense. 
Instead I offer to you this defense: 
Wherever you're from, we're all now here, 
So hats off to the home that we all hold dear. 
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Visual arts Professor James Templer discusses basic shape and texture techniques with his summer Drawing I 
class. He believes that art is a. totally learnable skill which teaches discipline and problem solving. Students 
pictured are Wendy Shirley (left) and Dalelah Hameed. (Photo by Elaine Rummel) 

Police warning cards aid in tobacco ban 
Continued from Page 1-----------
of the tobacco ban. 

COM police said the idea for the cards came from Uni
versity of Houston-Clear Lake chief of police, Michael 
Herbst, who said the cards worked well when the university 
made its transition to a tobacco-free campus .. 

The fine for students and visitors is $25 for the first 
violation, $50 for the second and disciplinary action, includ
ing possible expulsion from the campus, for the third. 

Fines for COM employees are $25 for the first viola
tion, and $50 for the second with referral to the college presi
dent for disciplinary action which may include termination. 

Use of tobacco is allowed inside a vehicle lpcated in an 
approved, designated parking lot or in the 10-foot easement 
around the perimeter of the campus. 

COM police will strictly en.force this policy on all indi
viduals on campus. Officers caution everyone ,hat fines will 
be imposed for throwing cigarette butts or any other trash 
out car windows. Littering is a Class C misdemeanor and 
carries fines of up to $500. 

• In other COM police action: a counterfeit $10 bill ~as 
turned in to the police station after being passed in the gym. 
Cashiers in the Administration Building made the discov
ery. The bill is being held for fingerprint identification. 

Former immigrant relives awe of first view of U.S . 

I've been an American for so long nov~ that it's hard 
to remember I was ever an immigrant. But I was. I was 
part of the "huddled masses" welcomed to the United 
States by the Statue of Liberty. 

I was 9 years old when my mother and I sailed into 
New York harbor Jan. 16, 1952. The event signaled a 
momentous change in my life, but I saw it merely as an 
adventure. Sailing across the Atlantic on the Italian liner, . 
the Sarturnia, I experienced and savored things the 
playmates I'd left behind in Germa·ny never would. 

During that five-day journey, surrounded by nothing 
but water, I had no inkling of how consequential a 
decision my mother had made in bringing us to this 
country. I had no _real understanding of what it meant to 
leave beh_ind a lifetime of experiences and step into the 
unknown, even if it was into a land that beckoned with 
frfondship and the promise of a better life. 

The day our ship docked began before daylight. I 
was extremely sleepy when my mother pulled me up on 
deck to get a glimpse of the Statue of Liberty and the 
New York skyline. I don't remember being impressed 
initially by what I saw, but I did get caught up in the 

. excitement of the other passangers, especially the adults 
who like my mother understood very well what a 
tremendous leap of faith they had made in claiming a 
new country. 

Miss Liberty was loudly cheered by the adults, and 

we children joined in. As the sleep left my eyes, I was 
awed by the sight-a gigantic city and a statue guarding 
her harbor. 

Ellis Island had been closed for about a year by the 
time we immigrants arrived, but we were not spared the 
long hours of being processed.;nto the United States. I 
really don't remember much of the ordeal except that 
getting off the ship seemed to take hours. Then in~the 
landing area more hours passed as I sat guarding our 
suitcases while my mother filled out morf! paperwork. 
Finally the process was over and we were free to go. 

It was mid-afternoon when we made our way out 
onto the streets of New York and hailed a cab. The train 
to Indianapolis, Ind., our final destination, departed later 
that evening, so my mother wanted to squeeze in as 
much sightseeing as she could. I remember only three 
events of that afternoon: that our cabdriver was ex
tremely kind and helpful; that_ I \\'.as tremendously 
impressed by the Empire State Building; and that we-ate 
dinner, sausage and sauerkraut, in a German restaurant. 
After the babble of English all day long, it was good to 
hear German. 

My mother was already fluent in English when we 
arrived, but I could not speak a word of it. In fact, 
during our first few months in the states, I tried valiantly 
to teach everyone German. Eventl.\'1llY I gave in and 
learned English. 

My first Fourth of July was wonderful. 
Our sponsors, a farm family in l\jinnesota, put on a 

great big Fourth of July festival at their lake each year, 
and we had been invited to come and celebrate with 
them and meet them for the first time. 

My mother and I arrived after a long, hot car trip 
-and were welcomed like long-lost relatives. A huge 
crowd gathered to embrace us, each person expressing 

. his or her welcome., Food was pressed on us all day 
long, and the children took me in as one of them. By 
then I'd learned English, and though I sounded funny, at 
least I could communicate. 

That evening I saw my first fireworks display. I've 
probably seen more impressive ones since then, but that 
was the best. I didn't really understand then what we 
were celebrating, but in the years following, studying 
American history and government, I learned the mean
ing of the Fourth of July and how lucky I am to be a 
citizen of this great country. 

And yes, I've been an American so long that 
sometimes I forget how fortunate I am to be living here. 
But when I hear the "Star Spangled Banner," I get a 
lump in my throat, my eyes get moist and I remember 
my first glimpse of Miss Liberty. It was a cold gray 
morning, she was shrouded in mist.and I was an ·• 
immigrant. 
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'What We Did on Our Summer Vacation' 
In elementary school, the first day of each new school year always seemed 

to begin the same-an essay titled, "What I Did on My Summer Vacation." 
The stories featured on these pages tell just that, what we lnterCOM staffers 

did on ours. Whether you choose a concert, the zoo, a museum or the theater, we 
hope our taJes inspire you to try something new before the summer winds down. 

New exhibits at museum 
By SHALLON FLEMING 
Assistant Editor 

Walk through an Aztec temple and learn the legend of Xolotl. Search for cures to dis
eases while tra.veling along the banks of the Amazon. Visit America's most beautiful national 
parks through the eye of a camera. This summer, experience it all at the Houston Museum of 
Natural Science with tlfe.opening of a new hall, the release of a new IMAX film, and the 

exhibit of works from a popular and influential photographer. 
The John P. McGovern Hall of the Americas opened to the public June 12. This pemia

nent exhibit features 10 galleries devoted to the many different cultures of North and South 
America. The hall represents native people from the Arctic, the United States and the Andes, 
as well as Mayan and Aztec civilizations. The galleries display artifacts spanning 11,000 
years of American history. Mimi Crossley, museum curator of pre-Columbian collections, 
said, "The final result captures our visitors' imaginations and helps all of us ·understand that 
who we are today is linked to our past." 

Crossley brought to the South American galleries ideas for the recreations of a Mayan 
temple, an Aztec temple and the royal enclosure of a major pre-Inca site of Peru. While 
passing a statue in the life-size Templo Mayor exhibit, sh.e retold the Aztec legend of Xolotl 

------------------- who would send his "minions" out 

An authentic house post commissioned by the 
Houston Museum of Natural Sciece is just one of 
the many items on display at the museum's new
est permanent exhibit, the John P. McGovern Hall 
of the Americas which opened June 13. 

to chase naughty children who 
stayed outside too late. The authen
tic Templo Mayor is currently be
ing excavated in Mexico City. 

During a tour of the North 
American galleries, Curator of An
thropology Elisa Phelps said: 
"These cultures are not all disap
pearing. Ancient ceremonies are 
still practiced today." She described 
the potlatch ceremony of the North
west Coast during which "guests 
pay respect to their host and in re
turn receive gifts in recognition of 
their participation in the occasion." 
Early missionaries felt threatened 
by this reinforcement of clan ties 
and the ceremony was banned in the 
1880s until the 1950s. However, the 
potlatch traditions survived and 
continue today. 

"Visitors to the John P. 
McGovern Hall of the Americas 
will learn about the remarkable ac
complishments of native peoples 
while experiencing the cultures that 
existed many years ago and explor
ing aspects with cultures that still 
exist today," Phelps said. 

Audiences will discover the 
splendor of the world's mightiest 
river in the museum's newest 
IMAX film, Amazon. Directed by 

Keith Merrill, the movie documents the collaborative journey of two men of different back
grounds united by one common goal. An American scientist and a tribal shaman search the 
plants of the Amazon in hopes of finding cures for diseases facing the world today. 

Amazon, which has been nominated for an Academy Award, will play at the museum's 
Wortham IMAX Theatre July I 0-Jan. 31. 

More than 100 photographs will be displayed July 14-Aug. 29 when the museum pre
sents Ansel Adams, A Legacy: Maste,works from Collection of the Friends of Photography. 

In a June 15 news release, the museum described him as "one of the most influential 
photographers of the 20th century, ... Adams spent more than 40 years actively photograph
ing and perfecting his craft in the darkroom." 

The exhibit will feature well-recognized photos of national parks such as Yosemite. 
Price of this exhibit is included with purchase of a permanent exhibits ticket. 

Other museum features include the Burke Baker Planetarium, the Cockrell Butterfly 
Center, the George Observatory and rock laser light shows. 

The Houston Museum of Natural Science hours of operation are Mondays-Saturdays 
9a.m.-6 p.m. and Sundays 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Admission to the museum's pemianent exhibits is adults, $4; children under 12, $2. 
Admission to the Wortham IMAX Theatre is adults, $6; children under 12, $3.50. 

50,000 fans sizzle 
at Strait festival 
By EIAINE RUMMEL 
Staff Reporter 

The June 6 George Strait Country Music Festi
val, sponsored by Nokia, Chevrolet and Wrangler, was 
held at a mobbed Rice Stadium, Houston, where the 
95 degree temperature felt like 120. lnterCOM 's staff 
fought the crowd and heat as Nokia's invited guests. 

Anything Goes sets sail for laughter 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Managing Editor 

As the finale for the 1997-98 season, the College of the 
Mainland Arena Theatre will present Cole Porter's musical 
Anything Goes at the University of Houston-Clear Lake 
Bayou Theatre Aug. 6-23. 

The musical, directed by COM Arena Theatre Director 
Mark A Adams, has a cast of 30 and includes singing and 
tap-dancing scenes. 

Anything Goes is set in 1934 on an oceanliner leaving 
New York and heading for England; the musical showcases 
a few ever-changing and often comical relationships. Adams 
said the show can only be described as a romantic, comedy
musicaL 

Showtimes are Thursdays-Saturdays 8 p.m. and 2:30 

p.m. Sundays. Tickets are now on sale and can be purchased 
Tuesdays-Fridays 10-4 p.m. at the COM Arena Theatre box 
office. 

Beginning Aug. 6, tickets may be purchased at the 
UHCL Bayou Theatre box office before each show. The box 
office, located on the second floor of the Bayou Building, 
will sell tickets Thursdays-Saturdays 5 p.m. until showtime 
and Sundays 1 :30 until showtime. 

Tickets range from $15 for regular admission and $13 
for discount admission. Tickets for rows K-Q are $11, or $9 
with a discount. Discountedadmission is for students (from 
any school), senior adults and children 4 and older. Children 
3 or younger will not be admitted. 

For other information or to purchase tickets, cail the 
COM theater box office at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 345. . 

The staff had floor seats, much better than the 
bleachers around them, but in an allempt to save the 
field, festival organizers had covered the grass with 
black plastic. Unfortunately, they did not consider the 
heat factor of the sun's intense rays being absorbed 
by the black plastic. The bright, hot sun generated 
business for the sunglasses and cold drinks conces
sion stands as approximate! y 50,000 sweltering coun
try music fans sought ways to survive the day. 

The festival opened with Asleep at the Wheel, 
Lila McCann and Lee Ann Womack. Faith Hill, John 
Michael Montgomery and Tim McGraw rounded out 
the opening acts. 

Tim McGraw sings to an enthusiastic crowd during his performance atthe George Strait Country Music 
Feslval June 6 at Rice Stadium In Houston. (Photo by Elaine Runnel) 

Upcoming Houston-Area Concerts 
July 12 
July 13 
July 14 
July 17 
July 18 
July 19 
July 21 
July 22 
July 2.1 
July 24 
July24 
July 26 
July 28 
July 29 
July 31 
July 31 
Aug, 1 
Aug.2 

Smashing Pumpkins at Aerial Theater at Bayou Place 
Joe Satriani at Aerial Theater 

Aug.6 
Aug.7 
Aug.8 
Aug.9 
Aug.14 
Aug. 14 
Aug.20 
Aug.21 
Aug.25 
Aug. 28 
Sep.4 
Sep.6 
Sep. 11 
Sep.23 
Sep.24 
Scp.25 
Sep.30 
Oct. l 

Smokin' Groove Tour at Astroarena 
Gene Watson at Raceway Park 
Vans Warped Tour at Astroarena 
The Verve at Aerial Theater The atmosphere outside the stadium was like a 

circus. Souvenir stands were selling T-shirts and other 
memorabilia. Tents were everywhere. One tent dis
played Nokia products with games for winning T
shirts and posters. Another tent displayed new Chevy 
trucks and monster trucks with gargantuan tires. 

Young Country, 95.7; 93 Q Country, 92.9; and 
KILT 101. 7 played loud music and gave away stick
ers and buttons. Carnival rides, game booths, conces
sion stands and a second stage featuring rising stars 
Jesse Dayton, Big House and Shane Stockton added 
to the entertainment of the day. 

Covered areas with spraying water were offered 
to those who wanted a fast way to cool off. The first
aid station stayed busy with fans suffering from too 

much heat, too much excitement or too much beer. 
Hill, her pregnancy obvious, didn't let the heat 

slow her down as she perfomied such hits as "Stay 
With Me," "Wild One" and her latest, "This Kiss." 

Extra special moments leading up to George 
Strait's appearance, such as John Michael Montgom
ery singing "Sweet Home Alabama," made the sun
burns and the heat-prostration bearable. The excited 
fans leaped to their feet, clapping, swaying and sing
ing along. The crowd wouldn't sit down again until 
after Tim McGraw's "One of These Days," "Don't 
Take the Girl" and "It's Your Love," a duet perform~d 
with wife Faith Hill, which ended his set 

George Strait's performance was delay~d briefly 
while the stage was being set up. The audience.clapped 
and shouted: "George," "George." When George and 
the Ace in the Hole band finally took the stage at 7:45 

p.m., the stadium reverberated with the roar of fans 
who had waited all day for just that moment. 

Strait opened his set with "Take Me Back to 
Tulsa," a real crowd pleaser. He continued with many 
of his own hits and mixed in some old familiar coun
try tunes of Merle Haggard, Conway Twitty and oth
ers. lnterCOM's staff waited in vain for "All My Ex's 
Live in Texas," "Ocean Front Property," "You Look 
So Good in Love" and "Marina Del Rey." 

Despite disappointment at not hearing their fa
vorites, the staffers thought the concert a terrific expe
rience as Strait offered a variety of songs ranging from 
new hits such as "I Just Want to Dance With You," to 
old favorites like the song Strait chose to end his set, 
"This is Where the Cowboy Rides Away." It was an 
appropriate last song for the last show on the last stop 
of the 1998 George Strait Country Music Festival Tour. 

Little Feat at Aerial Theater 
Lee Roy Parnell at Sam Houston Raceway Park 
Stevie Nicks at Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavillion 
David Allen Coe at Shenanigan's (fexas City) 
Savage Garden at Houston Arena Theatre 
Jethro Tull at Aerial Theater 
Seven Mary Three at The Abyss 
Ronnie Milsap at Raceway Park 
Jerry Jeff Walker atAerial Theater 
B-52's & The Pretenders at Woodlands 
Backstreet Boys at Woodlands 
Lilith Faire at Woodlands 
The Lynns at Raceway Park 
Grover Washington Jr. at Aerial Theater 
International Jazz Festival at Miller Outdoor Theatre 
Metallica at WoodJands 

Asleep at the Wheel at Raceway Park 
Dave Matthews Band at Woodlands 
Riders in the Sky at Arcia! Theater 
RhettAkins at Raceway Park 
Spice Girls at Woodlands 
Doug Supernaw at Raceway Park 
Clay Walker at Woodlands 
Merle Haggard at Raceway Park 
The Rippingtons at Aerial Theater 
Matchbox 20 at Woodlands 
Jonny Lang al Houston Arena Theatre 
Willie Nelson at Arena 'flleatre 
Jimmy Page ancfRobert Plant at Woodlands 
The Fabulous Thunderbirds at Jones Plaz.a 

Luna Bela, 10-mollth-old baby orangutan, lives · the life of Riley at Houston Zoo 
By EIAINE RUMMEL 
Staff Reporter 

Houston has a brand new baby. After 75 years of existence the Houston Zoological Garden 
became the proud owner of a new baby orangutan, and zoo personnel became the godparents. 

Kelly, a 17-year-old Houston Zoo orangutan, was allowed to become pregnant. The zoo had 
planned her pregnancy because to control the zoo population and maintain adequate space, ani
mals cannot be allowed to have babies at will. Contraceptives are used to ensure they do not. 

On Sept. 18, 1997, Kelly gave birth to a 3-pound baby, Luna Bela. (Luna, Spanish for moon, 
because Kelly was in labor the night of a full moon, and Bela, Indonesian meaning to care for). 

Kelly was very affectionate with her new baby and showed that she was a good mom in all the 
normal ways except for the need to breastfeed. When the baby would fuss she would bring it up to 
her mouth and nuzzle it and the baby would settle down. Kelly seemed to think that was all that 
was required. She just couldn ' t understand that she was supposed to hold the baby to her breast. 

Barbara Lester, Houston Zoo curator of primates and small mammals, said: "The reason that 
human caregivers had to intercede with Luna was that her mother did not know how to feed her." 
To understand Kelly's hesitation to nurse, it is important to know that she was born in captivity and 
had no experience with natural mothering. 

Lester had to find another mother, and with no other orangutan to substitute, the zoo employ
ees began to care for Luna. A baby orangutan clings to its mother until it is about 4 years old and 
relies solely on her for food until it is weaned at age 6 or 7. 

The caregivers alternated sleeping on a chaise lounge in the primate nighthouse with Luna on 

their stomachs. But the 24-hour-a-day regimen was too much for them 'alone, so a search for 
additional surrogate mothers began. 

Angie Chivers and Janis Balsamo, Clear Creek Independent School District teachers, had 
been zoo volunteers for a while, so when they heard of the search, they applied immediately. 

Friends kept a;king if they had heard yet. The secretaries at the schools, fellow teachers, even 
people at their hair salon, everyone got involved in the wait to see if Luna would vicariously be 
theirs through Balsamo and Chivers. 

Finally, June J, the phone rang. They had been chosen. Balsamo was assigned the Thursday 7 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. shift. Chivers has Thursday 12:15-6 p.m. Zoo employees and other volunteers 
cover the rest of the week. Now the zoo has a waiting list of people wanting to be caregivers. 

light pink patches around her eyes signal to other orangutans that she is young and needs to be 
taken care of. Most intriguing are Luna's big, round black eyes that look straight at you as if she 
were taking in everything you say. One look into those eyes and it's easy to understand how 
Balsamo and Chivers got hooked. But don't let appearances fool you. When Luna grows up she 

will be a 130-pound great ape, a bit 
too big and too unpredictable to have 
around. 

Lester stresses that orangutans 
and the other primates do not make 
good pets. "They need the compan
ionship of their own species. Taken out 
of the zoo environment they can con
tract and transmit diseases. They can 
also become dangerous and aggressive 
as they reach adulthood." 

Caregivers must wear masks and 
gloves to prevent Luna from contract
ing any of their germs. They must 
wash their hands frequently and not 
work when they are ill, for even a com
mon cold could be lethal for Luna. 

Everything Luna does is docu
mented. She is fed seven times a day, 
drinks lsomil formula from a bottle, 
is fed plain yogurt from a syringe and 
spoon-fed baby rice cereal, mashed ba
nanas, steamed fruits and vegetables. 
Luna's first feeding is at 7 a.m. 

Protocol requires caregivers to have Luna spend 75 percent of her waking hours in front of ttie 
cages of the adult orangutans. Luna has a specially built 6-foot high Jungle Gym to climb on. It is 
portable so it can be taken to the stage when she is exhibited. 

In the exhibit area is a 3 foot by 2 foot pool that she likes to dip her hand into. Orangutans 
don't swim, but they are comfortable around water since the rain forest is their natural habitat. 
When Luna is splashed, she likes to suck the water from her hair. She sleeps in a crate similar to 
a large animal carrying case, with a stuffed animal to give her a sense--of security. 

Luna must be treated like an orangutan at all times. "You are no longer a human being," 
Lester cautions the beg~nning caregivers. "You are trying to be an orangutan mom. Your'whole 
thinking process has to change until you think like an orangutan." Wanting to make sure her 
caregivers don't lose sight of their purpose, Lester adds, "Our goal is to get her back with the other 
orangutans as soon as she is ready." ' 

-Being an orangutan mom and carrying Luna on your back docs have its drawbacks because 
Luna doesn't wear diapers. When asked what she does if 
accidents occur, Balsamo says, "I just wipe it off," add
ing, "and I take a long hot shower as soon as I get home." 

Luna's mother is curious about her, but two of the 
others, a female named Cheyenne, and Doc, a male, re
ally seem fascinated by her. The zoo hopes to fit her in 
with them or other orangutans as soon as she can be 
weaned from the bottle and is strong enough to fend for 
herself. 

How much longer this surrogate mothering contin
ues depends on Luna and the other orangutans. The zoo 
employees and the volunteer caregivers are working hard 
to make sure Luna will soon become a happy, indepen
dent member of the Great Apes exhibit. 

At 1-0 months Luna weighs 11 pounds. She has a tiny body with little bent legs and dispropor
tionately long a mis, an indication of how she' II look as an adult. She has long brown, coarse hair 
that stands straight up around her bald forehead, bringing to mind the phrase: "bad hair day." The 

Luna, Houston Zoo's baby orangutan, clings to 
Janis Balsamo, one of her surrogate mothers. 
Balsamo cares for Luna five hours ,on Thursdays. 

After she eats, she plays in the or
angutan exhibit, while the other ani
mals are still in their_nighthouse . This 
is to acclimate her to the exhibit and 
the outside. At other times she plays 
in front of the orangutan cages to get 
used to them and they to hi;r. 

Luna can be seen at 11 a.m. and at 2 p.m. in the 
Brown Education Center Auditorium. She will be on stage 
with a caregiver who will give a presentation about her. 
She cannot be touched, but pictures are allowed. The 
Houston Zoo is open every day from 9-6 p.m. On Thurs
days the zoo is open until 8 p.m. Tickets are $2.50 for 
adults; 50 cents for children 3-12; under 3 free; and $2 
for 65 and older. 

Angie Chivers, another surrogate 
mother, holds Luna. Chivers is 
wearing the mask required of vol
unteers caring for the orangutan. 
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Campus Life 

COM gym provides summer recreation 

Looks like a perfect layup as COM students and 
community members enjoy a competitive game of 
pickup basketball while one young man gets ready 
to check into the game. Basketball is only one of the 
games available in the gym Mondays-Fridays. The 
gym is closed weekends.(Photo by Elaine Rummel) 

By PATRICIA HILL 
Staff Reporter 

Looking for a fun and convenient way to stay in 
shape and out of the heat? You don 't have to go any 
farther then the College of the Mainland gym. 

COM students (with ID cards) can use gym 
facilites for free as long as a class isn't in session. Bas
ketball, volleyball , pickle-ball, table tennis and bad
minton are only open to adults Mondays-Fridays 7 a.m.-
1 p.m. Adults and youths can use the facilities Mon
days-Fridays 1-5 p.m ., and Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays 6:30-10 p.m. The gym is closed weekends. 

The swimming pool is only available for adult lap 
swim Mondays-Fridays 7-9 a.m. and 5-5 :45 p.m. 
Adults and youths can use the pool for rec swimming 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 1-5 p.m. and 6:45-
9: 15 p.m., and Tuesdays and Thursdays 3-5 p.m. Lap 
swimming is also allowed during rec times. · 

Community memberships are $34 for adults and 
$20 for youths 17 and younger. Family memberships 
are $80 and include parents and children under 18 liv
ing in the same household. Memberships are valid 
through Aug. 31. Monthly adult memberships are $15. 

For more information about these activities or 
other gym offerings, call (409) 938-1211 or toll-free 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 422. 

Youth canoe camp scheduled at Lake Eckert 
By SHALLON FLEMING 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland invites you to bring your 
youngsters out to Lake Eckert for a few mornings of fun 
in the sun while they learn the basics of canoeing. 

Children ages 10-14 are welcome. Maryann Urick, 
Recreational Programs and Student Activities coordina
tor, will instruct this four-day camp July 13-16, from 9:30-
11 :30 a.m. 

Urick is a certified American Red Cross Canoe In-

Crisis hotline accepting 
volunteer applications 
BY MICHELLE HILL 
Managing Editor _ 

Crisis Intervention of Houston Inc. is currently ac
cepting applications for crisis hotline volunteers for both 
their Houston and Bay Area centers. 

The crisis hotline provides confidential counseling, 
information and referrals over the telephone, 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. 

Volunteering takes only four hours a week, provides 
the opportunity to gain experience in the mental health or 
psychology field and helps enhance communication skills. 
Volunteers also become familiar with community re
sources. 

"Many students do this (volunteering) to find out if 
they teally want to work in the social services," said 
Lorinda Lane of Crisis Intervention of Houston. "It's a 
good way for them to get to know what it's like." 

No experience .is necessary to become a volunteer. 
The only requirements are being at least 15 years old and 
being non-judgmental, objective and caring. 

All new volunteers must attend a six-session train
ing class before starting work. A "new training class be
gins Sept. IO at a location not yet determined. Another 
class at the United Way Service Center on Bay Area Bou
levard in Clear Lake begins Oct. 8. 

For more information about becoming a volunteer or 
to receive an application, call (281) 461-9992. 

structor, so your child will get the best possible training. 
"We have probably been doing (the camp) for the 

past 15 years," Urick said. "It has usually been an enjoy
able experience for the kids." 

The registration form, available in the gym, states 
that enrollment is limited to 14 participants, so you may 
want to sign up your child early. The fee is $20 per camp 
participant; in addition to the registration form, parents 
must fill out a release form. 

For more information on Canoe Camp, contact Urick 
at ( 409) 938-1211 or (888) 258-8859, Ext. 4 I 7. 

Runner enjoys lake 

Maryann Urick, COM Recreational Programs and 
Student Activities coordinator, takes a run around 
Lake Eckert. The jogging trail is popular with 
local runners. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

'98-99 theater season 
promises excitement 
By ELAINE RUMMEL 
Staff Reporter 

The 1998-99 College- of the Mainland theater season 
promises to be an exciting one. Jack Westin, Theatre Pro
grams director, and Mark A Adams, Arena Theatre di
rector, have put together a varied and challenging selec
tion of plays. 

From One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest to Mame, 
this season offers something for everyone. , . 

COM's Arena Theatre, affectionately known as the 
"Biggest Li'I Theatre in Texas," opens the season Sept. 
10 with One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest by Dale 
Wassermann. Westin, who most recently directed the 
Southwest Premier, Night and Her Stars, will direct. 

Cuckoo's Nest, which focuses on human nonconfor
mity,js based on a 1962 novel by Ken Kesey. It was made 
into-a _movie in 1975 and won the year's Academy Award 
for Best Picture. 

The central character, Randall Patrick McMurphy, 
played by Jack Nicholson in the movie, is a convict who 
evades work and enlivens his prison life by pretending to 
be crazy. He is subsequently placed in a mental hospital 
inhabited by bizarre patients and an especially sadistic 
nurse who makes it her duty and her pleasure to break his 
spirit. Cuckoo's Nest closes Oct. 4. 

Adams, who has directed as well as starred in many 
COM productions, will direct the next production, The 
Odd Couple. 

This comedy by Neil Simon is based on many typi
cal concerns-marriage, sex, loneliness and aging. It fo
cuses on the interaction of two, not exactly compatible, 
divorced middle-aged men who try to live together to save 
money. Felix is a prudish neatnik while Oscar is a devil
may-care slob. The Odd Couple, which revolves-around 
their often combative relationship, opens Oct. 29 and 
closes Nov. 22. 

Arthur Miller'sAll My Sons, the third play of the sea
son, presents such heart-wrenching and troubling moral 
issues as being forced to choose between dishonesty and 
disgrace. The play won The Drama Critics Circle Award 
in 194 7 and was subsequently. made into a movie in 1948. 
All My Sons, directed by Westin, evokes many emotions 
ranging from anger to compassion as a family; struggles 

_ to preserve itself. This drama runs Jan. 21-Feb. 14. 
The fourth play of the season, A Bedroom Farce, is 

by Alan Ayckbourn, England's reigning "King of Com
edy." Farce takes ·a bedroom setting, adds three happy 
couples; mixes in a quarreling one and stirs. Dire~ted by 
Adams, it will open April 8 and close May 2. 

The Southwest Premiere is a, to-be-announced pro
duction that runs June 3-27. 

COM closes the season with Mame, a musical by Jerry 
Herman whose other credits include Hello Dolly and la 
Cage aux Foiles. Mame will be directed by Adams and 
presented on the Arena Theatre stage, not at the Univer
sity of Houston-Clear Lake Bayou Theatre as in the past. 

Mame features an eccentric, unpredictable "auntie" 
whose influence on a young couple's son leads to many 
hilariously frustrating dilemmas for his parents. The mu
sical premiered in 1966 and alterniltely starred such well
known actresses as Lucille Ball, Angela Lansbury and 
Ginger Rogers. Mame will run July 29-Aug. 29. 

COM's traditional Free Preview nights are open to 
the college community each Wednesday night preceding 
an opening Thursday night performance. 

All evening performances begin at 8 p.m., Thurs
days-Saturdays. Sunday matinees begin at 2:30 p.m. Re
served and Open Membership subscriptions are available. 

Individual prices for the general public are $8 to $16. 
Discount tickets are $6 to $14 for senior citizens age 62 
or with a COM Senior ID card and for COM students 18 
or older with a current student ID. . 

For membership and/or reservation information, call 
( 409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 



Professional discusses advertising, art 
BY MICHELLE HILL 
Managing Editor 

John Lowery, president and co-owner of Design at 
Work, an advertising agency in Clear Lake, spoke to Col
lege of the Mainland journalism and graphic arts students 
June 30. Lowery, the son of InterCOM adviser Astrid H. 
Lowery, shared with the students his experiences in the 
world of advertising. He also talked about skills neces
sary to succeed in any career, 
especially art or advertising. 

Lowery stressed that tal
ent, education and enthusiam 
are the key ingredients for suc
cess, but warned a person 
needs to have all three if he or 
she want1? to succeed. 

He told of his experience 
with a really talented prospec
tive employee. "The portfolio 
was great. He had lots of tal
ent and a good education, but 
this guy just didn't have any 
enthusasium and that was a big 
turn-off." He wasn't hired. 

high school junior, Lowery decided he wanted to own his 
own ad agency. 

After seeing some of Lowery's artwork his senior 
English teacher introduced him to her husband, Pat 
Rawlings, art director at Eagle Engineering in Clear Lake. 
At the interview Rawlings told Lowery he probably 
wouldn't get the job due to his lack of experience. How
ever, Lowery had great enthusiasm and a portfolio show
ing such amazing skill, that Rawlings hired Lowery for a 
part-time position, which changed to full time on his first 

day on the job. 
While working full time 

at Eagle (an agengy that pro
duced artwork for NASA), 
Lowery attended the Art Insti
tute of Houston. At Eagle he 
met coworker Mike Stovall 
and they created Design at 
Work, but only as a business 
in their spare time. 

After four years at Eagle, 
Lowery took a job first at 
Space Industries (also servic
ing NASA) in Clear Lake and 
later at Jay Advertising, also 
in the Clyar Lake area. Both 
jobs advanced his career. 

Internships was another 
subject Lowery addressed. He 
told the students that intern
ships are valuable because 
they allow students to work in 
their chosen career field while 
still in college. 

Artist John Lowery, president of Design at Work, 
speaks to journalism and graphic arts students about 
key ingredients needed to succeed in business: talent, 
education and enthusiasm.(Photo by Elaine Rummel) 

After being laid off from 
Jay Advertising in 1990, due 
to the agency's money prob
lems, Lowery persuaded 
Stovall that the two could 

After one graphic arts stu
dent said he couldn't afford to intern without pay, Lowery 
conceded that internships are often unpaid, but said they 
are worth the sacrifice because they give students valu
able experience, a portfolio of professional work and 
sometimes lead to fy_ll-tim~jobs after graduation. 

Lowery also said: "You don't get paid to go to school; 
you have to pay. You get educated interning, and you don't 
have to pay for that." 

From early childhood on, Lowery dreamed of being . 
an artist. As he grew older he somewhat revised his goals 
to advertising, a career field in which he could still pur
sue art, yet have a more promising future. When he was a 

make Design at Work a full
time business. Since then their company has grown to 11 
employees and does business both locally and nationally. 

"Neither of us (Lowery and Stovall) really knew any
thing about business. We are very lucky that everything 
wor~d out for us," Lower told the gro!:_]p, stressing the 
importance of business know-how and mentoring. 

Using examples (both good and bad) from his own 
experiences with Design at Work, Lowery suggested to 
anyone planning to start a company that business educa
tion is a necessary element. 

At the end of his talk Lowery showed and explained 
several posters he had drawn and painted. 
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Honorarium finances 
Dodd's European trip 
Continued from Page 1--------

by their individual colleges or universities and then 
from that pool of winners by the Piper committee. 
The committee chooses the most well-rounded 
teachers who have had great impact on their com
munity and their students. 

"I've won COM teacher of the year three times, 
but never won Piper before," said Dodd, who has 
taught biology at COM for 25 years. She explained 
that at COM whoever wins Outstanding Instructor 
of the Year is automatically nominated by the cam
pus for the Piper award. 

Another three-time winner of the outstanding 
teacher award, Renate True, anatomy a~d physiol
ogy professor, was named a Piper Professor in 1990. 

Dodd was one of two community college pro
fessors to be awarded the Piper for 1997-98. The 
other community college professor teaches journal
ism at Kilgore College. 

Dodd explained the process that she and all the 
other nominees had to go through after their nomi
nation. Each Piper nomineee had to have his or her 
college or university president write a statement of 
the professor's duties, abilities and why the nomi
nee deserved to win a Piper. Nominees had to write 
essays explaining their educational background, 
personal experiences, duties on campus and duties 
as a faculty member. 

They also had to list all professional organiza
tions and community activities, any publications 
they had and the highlights of their teaching career. 
In addition, each professor was required to submit 
a personal statement titled "Why I'm Teaching," and 
an autobiographical sketch. 

Dodd said she believ~s all the required work 
may have discouraged some of the professors. "In 
fact, I think a lot of those nominated didn't actually 
apply because there was so much work involved." 

Along with being named a Piper Professor, 
Dodd received a certificate, a gold pin with the Piper 
emblem and a $2,500 honorarium which she used 
for a trip to Europe after the spring semester. 

Richardson credits win 
to student commitment 

Su01mer '98 lnterCOM staff -

Continued from Page 1---------
Since he became the adviser, the honor society 

has contributed to the community and the college 
through service, such as participation in the Adopt-a
Highway program, educating students and the com
munity about AIDS, and sponsoring "No TV Week" 
in an attempt to bring families closer. 

Being chosen for the Robert Giles award is a pres
tigious honor. At the international convention, held this 
year in Nashville, Tenn., Phi Theta Kappa presented 
25 awards nationally and three of those in Texas. 

Richardson credits the support of his co-adviser 
Kathye Bergin in achieving the award, explaining, 
"She has as much as anything to do with it." 

Bergin was instrumental in securing the award 
for Richardson through a letter of recommendation 
she submitted to the awards committee. In it she writes, 
"I have been Leslie's co-adviser for the last three and 
a half years and continue to be amazed and impressed 
by his unselfish commitment to our chapter and to Phi 
Theta Kappa International." 

Though he is very appreciative of administration, 
faculty and staff members at COM, Richardson's deep
est regard lies with the students. He says of the award: 
"I think it is a reflection on the students. I'm liappy to 
have it. For me, it just means we have some very good 
students." 

'. ·, .' 

The Summer '98 lnterCOM staff are Shallon Fleming, assistant editor; Michelle Hill, managing editor; Patricia Hill, 
layout artist; and Elaine Rummel, reporter. Lake Eckert and the COM Student Center are in the background. 

. • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • 
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(Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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What's Happening 

FIS class celebrates graduation day June 18 
' ? 

~: ~ ·g i/ 

The most recent Fundamentals of Information Systems class graduated June 18. Class members from left are 
Rebecca Sandidge, Antonia Matesic, La Toya Ivy, Deborah Bourgeois, Judy Borne, Judy Nagy, Delia G. Castro, 
Lannanh Bui-Huynh, Amanda Dawson and John Conway. Not pictured are Marilyn Fitzerald, and Xiaojun Miller. 
Professor Selina Rahman (not pictured) taught the class. Traci Gardner (not pictured) was class assistant. This 
fast track class lasts 15 weeks and teaches seven basic entry level skills. (Photo by Jerry Anderson) 

Former InterCOM editor joins TC Sun 
By SHALLON FLEMING 
Assistant Editor 

With her quiet and unassuming nature, she may not 
be immediately mistaken for a member of the press, but 
College of the Mainland graduate Molly 
Lynch has just become one of The Texas City 
Sun's newest reporters. 

Lynch, who received her associate 's de
gree in May, graduated from Santa Fe High 
School in December 1996, a semester ear
lier than most. She immediately began work
ing on her associate's degree at the college. 

She was hooked. Lynch spent two semesters on the 
staff, first as a reporter and later as the copy editor. 

Lynch says, "The praise I got from Astrid (Lowery, 
lnterCOM adviser) and the others that I had done a good 
job kept me going." But the classes did more than just 

elevate Lynch's faith in her own writing abil
ity. "l got to know the school, and I got to 
know the people." The key to success in jour
nalism often boils down to "people skills" 
or the ability to communicate effectively. 

After graduating from COM in May, 
Lynch prepared a portfolio of her best 
lnterCOM work to present to the manage
ment of the Sun during an interview. But 
before they would hire her, she had to pass a 
spelling and style test. . 

Although she loved to write and had 
been writing for years, she was not yet cer
tain whether she would pursue journalism as 
a career. Then in fall 1997, she decided to 
try her hand at the student newspaper and 
joined the lnterCOM staff. Molly Lynch 

Perhaps what helped her more than any
thing else from the journalism classes was 
learning style-and not in the ordinary sense. 

Student digs archeology 
Continued from Page 1--------
Alabama site on June 8. The group is spending 
time exploring Dust Cave. Archeologists, biolo
gists and geologists are presenting lectures using 
I BM data base systems and computers. 

Clarke also will use computers to complete 
her final project which she will present during the 
last week of the field school. 

Clarke and the others are living in a cramped 
8-foot tent and eating what a camp kitchen serves 
up. The National Science Foundation Grant pays 
for her room and board, tuition, fees, books and 
materials. 

In addition, this lucky COM student will re
ceive a $2,500 stipend and earn 12 college credits 
enabling her to be eligible for her associate's de
gree when she completes the project on July 31. 
She plans to continue her education with anthro
pology as her major. 

Clarke, who will be the first person in her fam
ily to graduate from college, achieved all this as a 
single parent. While she is gone, her two children 
will spend the summer with their father. 

Newspaper style demands that a reporter 
know the difference between hangar and hanger or com
placent and complaisant. It demands that a reporter know 
that newspapers recognize only one correct way to spell 
barbecue. It demands that a reporte~ know that the plural 
of daughter-in-law is daughters-in-law and the plural of 
cupful is cupfuls. It demands that a reporter have an enor
mous grasp of a language that is consistent only in its 
inconsistency. Lynch proved she has that grasp and be
gan working for the Sun June 5. 

Besides herobvious love of writing, Lynch admits to 
enjoying something that lures almost every reporter to 
the business. "Fame," she says, "It's a nice experience to 
see my name in the paper." 

She's hot alone in that sentiment. Many reporters 
endure the long hours and grueling deadlines intertwined 
with this profession just to see their own byline in print. 
To some the greatest re\1/ard for their hard work comes in 
the form of a Page One story. Lynch has already enjoyed 
several appearances on the revered page. 

In fact, Lynch says her coworkers are surprised that 
she is doing so well, considering she is only 19. Her con
tinued focus on the future has propelled her to a position 
that few can attain by that age. . 

Lynch has already enrolled for fall classes at the Uni
versity of Houston-qear Lake where she plans to pursue 
a bachelor's degree in communications. She will continue 
reporting for the Sun as she furthers her education. 

People Speak Out 
By MICHELLE HILL and SHALLON 
FLEMING, Photos by ELAINE RUMMEL 

Gov. George W. Bush jumped into the politicaJ de
bate of the century by announcing a key issue of his 1999 
campaign will be to support parental notification of abor
tion. Some believe his decision to actively push the issue 
may have been to satisfy state Republican convention dele
gates, but his actions will affect a larger number of people. 

lnterCOM asked, "What do you thin!< about Gov. 
Bush pushing for passage of a law requiring parental no
tification before a minor can have an abortion?" 

Dann8Leonard: 
I think parents should 
know. This is a major step 
in a minor's life. The par
ents may be mad, but still 
they'd want to know. 

Derek King: 
I think it should be up to the 
person having the baby. I 
don't really think the par
ents should have to know. 

John Deng: 
I don't agree. l think it is up 
to the individual to make 
her own decision. I think if 
a kid is old enough to have 
a kid she is old enough to 
make her own decisions. 

Dr. Marty Caylor: 
(sociology professor) 
I am against it because 
from my experience as a 
social worker, 1 found 
women in abusive 
families who end up 
pregnant. When the 
family finds out, this can 
increase the abuse. 

Grace OWens: 
I think it ought to be done. 
I don't believe in abortion. 
If you had sex, you ought 
to have the child. I think 
parents ought to be notified. 

Ramona Webb: 
1 think yes. It's detrimental 
to the girl's body, not to 
mention you are killing a 
baby. 

Mischa Smith: 
I don't believe in abortion, 
so 1 guess any notification 
is good. I think it would be 
a deterrent, and J think that 
if kids are going to do things 
like that, they should have 
to face the consequences. 

Jim Gardner: 
(P-Tech coordinator) 
I'm all for it. I'd Jike to see 
abortion done away with 
completely. I think it's mur
der so I'd support any leg
islation that would limit 
abortion in any manner. 



Is the smoking policy working? ..•.. 
See Page2 

Definition of family, Part 1 
See Page 4 

The Technotogy Training Center, a joint venture of COM and San Jacinto College South, opened Aug. 25. From left, 
Lanis Neugent, director of Work Force Development for COM, Danny Bacot, basic machine shop Instructor, and 
Lubert Leger, a consultant for San Jacinto South, retired from NASA, show off the center. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

COM, San Jae open tech center 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

The Technology Training Center, a joint cooperative ven
ture of College of the Mainland and San Jacinto College 
South, opened Aug. 25 at 100 East NASA Road 1, Suite 
110. COM and San Jacinto officials chose the locale because 

it is central to both campuses. 
The center was created because of "a need we identified 

t9 train machinists," said Lanis Neugent, director of Work 
Force Development for COM. It offers shipyard welding 
and machine classes as continuing education courses for 
both colleges. The colleges plan to offer credit courses at 

See Technology Page 7 

New featurHvents calendar 
See Page 8 
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TIPA Award-winner 

Local victims focus 
of TV crime show 
By SHALLON FLEMING 
Managing Editor 

America's Most Wanted came to College of the Main-
land Sunday, Sept. 27. · · 

Producers of the television program became inter
ested in the unsolved abductions and murders in 
Galveston County that dated back to 1971 and wanted 
to air a segment that might assist in solving some of 
these cases. 

Family members of victims gathered with represen
tatives of 23 agencies involved with the cases includ
ing officers from Texas City, League City, Dickinson, 
Friendswood, La Marque and Tiki Island police de
partments. Representatives of the FBI, the Department 
of Public Safety and the Galveston County Sheriff's · 
Department also attended. 

Mark Young of the FBI spoke of the new technol
ogy and data bases that are now available. He said, 
"Collectively with a:11 the agencies, we might be able 
co bring somdhing to the lable to sok.., the ca:-.cs." 
Officials reported that 162 cases from as far back as 
1971 are being re-examined. Of those cases, only 28 
have been resolved. 

Galveston County Chief Deputy Gean Leonard said 
that "man's inhumanity to man" was the reason for 
the event. "Our purpose today is one of information 
and sharing. We in law enforcement are still on the 
job, and we are still concerned," he told the audience. 

Tom Steyer, the America's Most Wanted producer 
who coordinated the event, expressed his hopes that 
by bringing the cases to a nationwide crowd, perhaps 
new evidence will be exposed. Galveston County Dis-

See Victims' Page 7 

Lisa Cinipfiell ch~~en .. 
Employee of the Year 

Professor Alex Pratt adds acting dean to workload 

By SHALWN FLEMING 
Managing Editor 

Lisa Campbell didn't move as President Larry L. 
Stanley announced she was Employee of the Year. 

"I was very surprised," said the College of the 
Mainland systems analyst. "I guess I hadn't thought · 
about it." 

She was so surprised, in fact, that after the honor 
was announced, she just sat in her chair, Presidenr 
Stanley thought she wasn't at the convocation cer
emony and began to move on to other matters until 
Campbell finally approached him to accept her 
$1,000 check. 

She hasn't spent the award yet but has been get
ting plenty of advice from everyone. Some suggested 
she take a romantic getaway with her l}usband or buy 
some expensive jewelry. Her two sons-ages 12 and 
9-also have plenty of ideas, but at the moment 

See Computers Page 8 .. 

By SHALLON FLEMING 
Managing Editor 

Professor Alex Pratt stepped in as acting dean of student 
affairs at College of the Mainland this semester. President 
Larry L. Stanley asked him to do so after a dean search 
committee was unable to find a suitable replacement for 
the former dean of Instruction and Student Development, 
Dr. Donald G. Bass. 

The committee worked all summer after Dr. Bass an
nounced that be would not return as dean in the fall. Com
mittee volunteers pored over countless applications, inter
viewing some candidates and giving call backs to a few. 
But they could not decide on a replacement. 

So until they do, Dean Pratt has the job of keeping every
thing moving smoothly until a new dean can take the reins. 
But he doesn't want to change things too much for who
ever follows. 

Dean Pratt has taught at COM since 1970, and students 
may best know him for bis Texas and U.S. history classes. 
For about five years he has bee.n the administrator for the 
weekend college and the satellite campuses at Friendswood 
and Clear Creek high schools. 

See New Page 7 Acting Dean Alex Pratt (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 
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The Welcome Kickoff, sponsored by SAB Sept. 21, gives students an opportunity to learn about campus clubs 
and organizations while having a good time. The popular biannual event featured free hot dogs, chips and 
drinks, as well as music provided by Mobile Disk Jockey Service of Galveston. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Hot dog! It's another Welcome Kickoff 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

The fall semester began with the Student Activities Board
sponsored Welcome Kickoff celebration Sept. 21 during 
College Hour, 12:30-1:30 p.m. The Kickoff is a biannual 
event that has become a tradition at College of the Mainland 
each long semester. 

The Kickoff gave students a chance to familiarize them
selves with student organizations and one another while en
joying hot dogs, chips and sodas provided by SAB. A Mo
bile Disk Jockey Service DJ. from Galveston played the 
latest in music trends from Will Smith, Matchbox 20, and 
Mya and Praz as well as some golden oldies such as Aretha 
Franklin's "Respect." 

Various speakers promoted their organizations to the 
crowd. Alex Pratt, acting dean of Instruction and Student 
Services, gave a warm welcome to new and returning stu-

dents and wished them a promising year. 
Anthony Hawkins, director of Job Placement Services, 

greeted students and encouraged them to participate in ex
tra-curricular activites. 

Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and Student Ac
tivities coordinator, informed students about activities avail
able this year such as basketball, tennis, racquetball and table 
tennis, all of which can be found on the activities calendar in 
the Gym. She also announced that the men's soccer team 
needs more players. 

SAB President Wendy Shirley invited everyone to join 
SAB by attending meetings on Tuesdays during College 
Hour. SAB organizes school events and decides how stu
dent fees are spent. The recent performance by ventriloquist 
Lynn Trefzger was an ·sAB-sponsored event, paid for by 
student fees. · 

To contact Urick call ( 409) 938-1211 or call toll-free (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 418. 

60+ violators break 
tobacco-free policy 
By AMY K. PATI.ACH 
Assistant Editor 

When the Board of Trustees voted to make College 
of the Mainland a tobacco-free institution as of June 
1, many students and college employees thought the 
new policy would never work. But here it is, October, 
and the COM Police Team has cited no more than 60 
to 70 violators. 

I 

"The smoking policy is working out in the fact (that) 
there have been no mass protests or radical uprisings," 
Officer Arbry Clifton said. 

One to five violators are caught daily. The police 
team is trying to be non-confrontational about the situ
ation. Currently, they are issuing warnings and dis
tributing violation cards. 

The purpose of the cards. is to inform violators about 
the consequences of smoking on campus and to iden
tify the only location where smoking is permitted
inside a personal vehicle. 

Most people caught smoking are going from the 
campus buildings to their cars, Clifton said. Others 
are smoking while standing in the parking lot and so
cializing. 

The tobacco policy states that the use of tobacco is 
permitted only inside a personal vehicle located in an 
approved designated parking area. The police team 
and COM President Larry L. Stanley agree that mo
torcyclists may smoke provided they are seated on their 
motorcycles, and smoking is permitted in the bed of a 
pickup truck."You have to be half-way in the vehicle," 
Clifton said. 

Though no .tickets have been written as of yet, ev
eryone should be aware of the penalties for violating 
the policy. The policy reads: Students and visitors will 
be fined $25 for the first violation and $50 for the sec
ond violation. The third violation will result in disci
plinary action up to and including expulsion from the 
campus. 

College employees will be fined $25 for the first 
violation, $50 for the second violation with referral to 
the college president for disciplinary action to include 
termination. 

Clifton summed it up by saying, "It's working out 
better than we (the police team) thought." 
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• Make a Difference Day is Oct. 24. For the last eight 
y·ears this day has been set aside to encourage people to 
volunteer and get involved with something, anything. 
Sponsored by USA.Weekend Magazine and the Points of 
Light Foundation, Make a Difference Day is getting bigger 
each year as more people use this day to help someone. 

But several people at College of the Mainland have 
demonstrated that you don't have to wait for one particular 
day to make a difference. Without the consistent help and 
support of these special individuals, this publication 
probably would not make it to press. 

Phil Johnson, media specialist, develops heaps of film 
for us, sometimes at the last second. We know we can 
always co_unt on him to get the pictures to us ASAP. 

Walter Kessler, media specialist, often steps in to de
velop prints on the rare occasions Phil is unable to. He also 
lets us use his spectacular printer that prints tabloid pages. 

Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and Student 
Activities coordinator, always comes through with sports 
photos and statistics of the latest game. She returns our 
endless phone calls promptly and always has a smile. 

Jim Higgins, director of Planning and Public Informa
tion, gives us leads, lends us his photos and lets us use his 
press releases. He.even went out of his way to get our 
_fro~t _P.age photo _of the new Technology Training Center. 

Gina Castro, publication specialist, who has served as 
an lnterCOM staffer in the past and puts together the 
employee newsletter, Compendium, understands the 
pressures of journalism. In a crunch, we can always count 
,gn her for a photo. 

The Police Team has kept us safe on many a late 
night. They watch over us as their children and stop by for 
chats in the middle of our long nights. 

The Humanities Team puts up with staff members 
traipsing through their suite. The carpet is well-worn 
between the newsroom and InterCOM Adviser Astrid H. 
Lowery's office. They have settled disputes between 
editors and have answered many bizarre questions. 

Of course, there are many other people we haven't the 
space to mention, but we are thankful to them all. For us, 
they truly make a difference. 

Letters to the Editor Policy 
lnterCOM welcomes all Letters to the Editor. Please 

make letters brief and to the point. All letters should 
include a name and daytime telephone number for 
verification. We reserve the right to edit all letters for 
length, grammar, spelling and libelous content. Letters 
to the Editor will be printed on a space-available basis. 

---



Membership in PTK 
rewarding experience 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

Sigma ·Delta is College of the Mainland's chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa, the International Honor Society of the Two
Year College. The chapter is celebrating 30 years at COM 
and has been under the advisement of math Professor Leslie 
Richardson for 11 years. 

To be eligible for Phi Theta Kappa, students must meet 
the requirements of the international office. All applicants 
must be enrolled in at least three credit hours. Only students 
who have completed at least 12 semester hours may be ad
mitted-providing they have a 3.600 grade point average. 

If a student is eligible for PTK, he or she will receive an 
invitation from the organization. The student must then at
tend an orientation meeting and the induction ceremony. Once 
inducted, the.student receives a membership card, pin and 
monthly newsletter. 

Becoming a member does require a small fee that must be 
paid yearly, but "the first year is the highest amount ($50) 
you'll pay," said former co-adviser, English Professor Kathye 
Bergin. 

PTK, founded in 1918, is an organization that prepares 
students for life outside the classroom by providing them 
opportunities to serve lhe college and the community. The 
society is based on four hallmarks: scholarship, leadership, 
fellowship and service. "Participation in the society is a re
warding experience that gives students a broader experience 
of common life," Richardson said. 

The recent book drive was Sigma Delta's first service 
project of the semester. Upcoming projects are a bake sale 
and a food drive. The chapter also is planning the Duck for a 
Day fund-raiser in which the professor who raises the most 
money for the honor society dresses in a duck suit for a day. 
Last semester's winner was physical education Professor Al 
Bass. 

Every two years PTK's international office assigns a two
year service project. The 1998-2000-project is the America 
Reads Challenge. Phi Theta Kappa chapters across the na
tion will work with the U.S. Department of Education to 
raise the nation's literacy level. 

Each year the international office also assigns an honors 
study topic. This year's theme is The Pursuit of Happiness: 
Conflicting Visions and Values. 

PTK also sponsors a leadership course at COM that is a 
college transfer elective ·and is available to all students. Hu
manities 2301, which will be taught in the spring semester, 
is a course that examines leadership and management theory, 
Bergin said. Professors Bergin, Ouida Sanmann and Dr. Rod 
Mc Yetta are eligible to teach the course based on their train
ing and certification as well as membership in PTK. 

AIDS speakers to share 
personal life experiences 
By SHALLON FLEMING: 
Managing Editor 

The Student Activities Board will once again sponsor an 
AIDS awareness presentation at College of the Mainland. 
The program For Those Who Think It Would 
Not Happen to Them, is set for Oct. 13 at 12:30 during Col
lege Hour in the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium. 

The speaker will be Andrew McPhaul, coordinator of re
covery services for people with HIV at the Galveston Gulf 
Coast Center. Two COM students also will share their expe
riences of living with HIV. 

Last year's presentation featured a guest speaker from the 
AlDS Coalition of Coastal Texas and a COM student. Both 
were living with the disease. The program emphasized that 
although AIDS-related deaths decreased in recent years, sta
tistics indicated that new cases are on the rise. 

A concerted worldwide effort to educate people hopefully 
will reverse this trend. 

Everyone is invited to attend this special program. Re
freshments will follow. 
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Students, staff give the gift of life at blood drive 

Angelic Brown (right), a phlebotonist with the Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center of Houston, prepares 
COM student Sean Buchanan to give blood at the SAB-sponsored blood drive Oct. 6 and 7 as Sha Holmes, 
another phlebotonist, looks on. The blood drive was held in the COM Student Center. Fifty people donated 
blood, with nine deferrals-people who attempted to donate but could not for various reasons. All donors 
received free T-shirts. The blood center regularly administers drives on campus. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

SAB sets Student Concerns Forum for Nov. 5 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Assistant Editor 

Members of the College of the Mainland administration 
w_ill attend the Nov. 5,Student Concerns Forum to discuss 
current student issues. The Student Activities Board spon
sors the forum to provide students with an opportunity to 
relay their concerns about the college to the president and 
the deans. 

COM President Larry L. Stanley, Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean 
of College and Financial Services, and Alex Pratt, acting 
dean of Instruction and Student Development, are sched-

uJed to attend. 
The forum will take place in the Student Center during 

College Hour, 12:30 p.m.-1:30 p.m. 
President Stanley and the deans will answer or promise to 

investigate any concerns brought to their attention. Previous 
issues addressed at the forum have been the smoking policy, 
telephone registration and child care. 

Everyone is welcome. For more information on the Stu
dent Concerns Forum or other SAB activities, contact 
Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and Student Activi
ties coordinator, at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) .258-
8859, Ext. 418. 

Ventriloquist act mesmerizes COM audience 
By RUSSELL KINCHLOW 
Staff Reporter 

Comedian and ventriloquist, Lynn Trefzger, entertained 
children and parents with her amazing vocal skills and pup
pet performance Sept. 23. The Student Activities Board spon
sored the event in the College of the Mainland Leaming Re
sources Center Auditorium, L-131. 

Soon after the lights dimmed, Trefzger mesmerized the 
audience with her magic tricks. She created an atmosphere 
of fun with her puppet collection, which included a crying 
invisible baby in a blanket (she shook the blanket out and 
there was no baby) and a ditzy camel named Camelot. The 
sounds Trefzger produced were most believable. She also 
made people from the audience become puppets. 

Using three people in front of the stage, Trefzger tapped 
one person after another on the shoulder and made them lip
synch while she spoke for each of them. 

Trefzger continued to hold the audience spellbound with 
Emily, who blew ?er nose over and over and sang the well
known song "Natural Woman," and Judd, an elderly puppet 
wearing overalls who gave love advice such as, "If it's love 
at first sight take another look." 

Trefzger and her most advertised puppet, Simon, traded 
voices. Simon was Trefzger and Trefzger was Simon. 

With her endless routines, using anything in sight as part 
of her act, Trefzger .had the audience in the palm of her hand. 

Ventriloquist Lynn Trefzger and her puppet, Simon, 
perform in the LAC Auditorium. Trefzger entertained 
the. crowd with magic tricks and puppets at the SAB
sponsored event Sept. 23.(Photo by Rachel Delanoix) 
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Dr. Katie Butler, recently retired director of the COM Early Childhood Development Lab School, stands next to 
the tree planted in her honor Sept. 3 in the school's infant and toddler playground. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Retired Dr. Katie Butler 
currently busy teaching 
BySHALLONFLEMING 
Managing Editor 

After serving 13 years as the director of the College of 
the Mainland Early Childhood Development Lab School, 
Dr. Katie Butler has retired, but she hasn't relaxed yet. 

Dr. Butler was persuaded to teach two child develop
ment credit courses for COM because staff within the pro
gram is undersized at the moment. "I feel this is very im
portant," she said, "Because of all jobs, this sets the fu
ture. I just want to make ,t the best I can." 

On Sept. 3, the lab school honored Dr. Butler with a 
reception and dedicated a tree to her that will shade the 
infant and toddler playground. The school is located on 
the southeast end of the Technical/Vocational Building. 
The college also honored Dr. Butler with a reception fol
lowing convocation Aug. 24. 

In addition to .the courses she teaches for COM, Dr. 
Butler volunteers at her church and serves as president
elect in the Gulf Coast Association for the Education of 
Young Children. She also serves as the assistant educa
tion coordinator for the Galveston County Community 
Action Council Head Start program. 

Asked what she'll do once she's done teaching and able 
to more fully enjoy her retirement, she replied, "Well, one 
day I hope I don't have t~ _wake up so early." 

Cancer seminar Oct. 21 
male, female awareness 

University representatives to visit campus Oct. 27 

College of the Mainland, in cooperation with the Ameri
can Cancer Society, University of Texas Medical Branch at 
Galveston and Hadassah, a Jewish women's organization, 
will present a Check Yourself Out program on breast cancer 
and testicular cancer awareness on Wednesday, Oct. 21, from 
10 a.m. to 10:50 a.m. Participants will learn about the dis
eases and hear firsthand from cancer survivors. 

The breast cancer awareness program will be held in the 
Learning Resources Center Auditorium, L-131, and will be 
led by Dr. Marilyn Marx, assistant professor, department of 
general obstetrics and gynecology at UTMB. American Can
cer Society breast cancer survivor volunteers Carol Yarbrough 
and Joyce Singleton also will speak. 

The testicular cancer awareness program will be held in 
the Technical/Vocational Building, Room T-07, and will be 
presented by Dr. Michael Warren, professor and chairman 
of the urology division at UTMB. American Cancer Society 
testicular cancer survivor volunteer Robert Lizza will speak. 

The Check Yourself Out program is a national effort by 
Hadassah to educate students about all aspects ofbreast'and 
testicular cancer. The program is open to the public in addi
tion to COM students and employees. 

Support group offers help 
By TORRIE MICKENS 
Staff Reporter 

Help for abuse victims is avaliable in Galveston. If you 
need to talk to someone about sexual, physical or verbal 
abuse, call the Women's Crisis Shelter in Galveston at ( 409) 
763-1411, ( 409) 765-7233 or ( 409) 948-4357 for assistance. 

In Baytown, the Bay Area Women's Center therapeutic 
support group for survivors of sexual abuse or physical as
sault meets every Monday at 4:30 p.m. in the Baytown United 
Way Complex. The group discusses individual experiences 
with self-esteem, relationships and family dynamics, and 
focuses on recognizing and resolving problems. Anyone 
needing such support is welcome to join. 

The Baytown center also is accepting participants for a 
group designed for survivors of family violence. Support 
groups are facilitated by a United Way counselor at no charge 
to participants. For more information call (281) 424-3300. 

ByRACHELDELANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

Nearly 30 universities and colleges have been invited 
to participate in College Day at College of the Mainland 
Tuesday, Oct. 27, from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Physi
cal Educaton Building. 

College Day allows students to learn more about 
courses, majors, financial aid and transfer information 
from representatives of Texas universities and colleges. 

Universities invited include Angelo State, Baylor, Hous-

ton Baptist, Howard Payne, Lamar, Our Lady of the Lake, 
Rice, St. Mary's, Sam Houston State, Southern Method
ist and Southwest Texas State. 

Others include Prairie View A&M, Texas Southern, 
Texas Tech, Texas Woman's, all University of Houston 
campuses, University of St. Thomas, Stephen F. Austin, 
University of Texas at Austin, University of Texas Medi
cal Branch at Galveston, Texas A&M, both College Sta
tion and Galveston, and Texas Chir.opractic College. 

For information call the Counseling Center at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 297 or 277. 

Defining family in today's changing society 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Assistant Editor 

Editor's Note: This is the first part in a three-part series on 
families. Part I will define family, Part 2 will compare the 
traditonal American family of the 19 50s with today's Ameri
can family and Part 3 will examine the influence of televi
sion on today's American family. 

Who are the members of your family? Your mom and dad? 
Brothers and sisters? What about your girlfriend or boyfriend? 
Or your dog? 

All people have different definitions of whom they con
sider members of their family. Some consider only those 
people who are related by blood and legal laws as members 
of their family. Others include unrelated individuals who feel 
and are treated like members of the family. 

The concept of family is difficult to define. It is important 
to look at the family's function when defining it. Dr. Marga
ret Caylor, College of the Mainland sociology professor and 
marriage and family instructor, says, "The function of a fam
ily is to teach and develop human beings across the life span." 
Her statement compiles the four functions of a family. 

The Marriage and Family Experience 7th Edition by Bryan 
Strong, Christine De Vault and Barbara W. Sayad, says the 
functions are to be a source of intimate relationships, ·to act 
as a unit of economic cooperation and consumption, to pro
duce and socialize children, and to assign social roles and 
status to individuals. ' 
. The ~ontemporary defintion of family, according to The 

Marriage and Family Experience, is "one or more adults 
related by blood, marriage or affiliation who cooperate eco
nomically, ~ho may share a common dwelling place and 
who may rear children." 

It is necessary to realize that the types of families are not 
just defined as nuclear, divorced, step, or single-parent. Not 
only is every person a member of one of these families, but 
every person is concurrently a member of another family
the family of prientation, formerly known as the family of 
origin. This is the family in which we grow up, the family 
that orients l!S to tb.e world. 

Another family most will experience is the family of co
habitation. This type of family is formed by living or 
cohabitating with another person. 

The concept ?f a 
traditional Ameri
can family is slow
ly becoming obso
lete. The 1950s 
concept of a family 
with two parents 
and 2.5 children 
cannot be found as 
easily in today's so
ciety as a remarried 
family or single
parent family. 
Part 2 explores 
family further. 

STAMP OUT THE FlU 

GET YOUR FLU SHOT 

Stamp 
Out 
The 
Flu 
and 

Get Your Flu Shot Today! 
Call l -800-LUNG-USA 
for more information. 

AMERICAN LUNG ASSOCIATION . 
o[Tc,os 

Shots Recommended 
Between Oct. 1 - Nov. 1 S 
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Dr. Manuel Urbina, history professor, points out details in the Aztec print, "Amor Indio," to Robert Rodriguez, 
librarian-cataloger, and Tillie Henson, circulation coordinator. The print Is part of the Hispanic Heritage Month 
Exhibit displayed in the LRC Library. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

COM Amigos promote cultural activities 
By RUSSELL KINCHLOW 
Staff Reporter 

The COM Amigos have announced the October line-up 
of films and social and cultural events celebrating Hispanic 
Heritage Month. This College of the Mainland student orga
nization links the Hispanic-American conummit-y--with-the 
school. 

Dr. Jesse Mireles will relate his odyssey as a young man 
who dropped out of high school, earned a Bronze Star in the 
Vietnam War and went on to earn a doctorate from the Uni
versity of Houston. Dr. Mireles, a college administrator in 
Arizona, will speak in the Leaming Resources Center Audi
torium Oct. 8 at 7 p.m. The program is free and open to the 
public. A reception for Dr. Mireles will follow. 

The film, Mi Familia, starring Jimmy Smits, Jennifer 

Scholarship winners , 
... 

Veronica Wiley and Gerald Lindsey are the first 
recipients of the Jim and Carol Yarbrough Schol
arship at COM. Each received a $500 scholar
ship and were recognized at a recent gala hon
oring the Yarbroughs. The Board of Trustees will 
vote whether to establish the scholarship at the 
next meeting. (Photo by Jirtt Higgins) 

Lopez, Edward James Olmos and &ai Morales will be shown 
Oct. 9 at 7 p.m. in the LRC Auditorium. The 19Q5 film is a 
multi-generational epic about a blue-collar Chicano Family. 

Angel Martinez Loredo, founder of a multicultural lead
ership consulting firm in Houston and current director of 
multicultural services at University of Houston-Clear Lake, 
will deliver a motivational address about the importance of 
the Latino culture. This program, which is free and open to 
the putilic, will be held in the LRC Auditorium Oct.15. A 
reception will follow. 

COM Amigos also screened Stand and Deliver Oct. 2 as 
part of the heritage month events. 

For more information about COM Amigos or upcoming 
Hispanic Heritage Month events, call Olda Perez at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll-free at (888) 258-8859, Ext. 298 or Tia 
Huggins, COM Amigos adviser, at Ext. 353. 

Computer lab provides 
innovations to students 
By RUSSELL KINCHLOW 
Staff Reporter 

Innovations, a computer lab located in the Technical/Vo
cational Building, is available to all College of the Mainland 
students. 

To use the lab, students must show their COM I.D. or 
driver's license. They also should bring a disk if they want 
to save their work. 

Because a large variety of software is readily accessible, 
the lab may be used to knock out papers for English, spread
sheets and budgets for accounting and even personal papers. 
Students may also search the Internet. 

The lab consists of 14 Apple Macintosh computers (four 
will read Apple 2e software), 25 Internet stations, 25 486 
PCs, three IBM PCs, PC and Mac scanners and laser print
ers. Students can also have free e-mail accounts through 
Hotmail or RQGketmail. 

The Innovati~ns Lab is located in Room T-320. Lab hours 
are Mondays 7 a.m.-8:30 p.m.; Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays 7:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m.; Fridays 8 a.m.-2 p.m.; and 
Saturdays 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Lab administrators, Penny Finn and Phyllis Thibodeaux, 
along with part-time worker Carri Gregory, are ready and 
willing to help anyone who requires assistance. 

For more information call ( 409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 370. 

Mentoring guides 
fifth-grade TC boys 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

Anthony Hawkins, director of Job Placement Services at 
College of Mainland, is a busy man. He heads up Innovisions, 

a program in Texas City to 
mentor fifth-grade African
American boys. Teen 
Parenting is another pro
gram Hawkins runs, and he 
also works with the Youth 
Juvenile Center in Texas 
City. 

The fifth-grade boys in 
the Texas City school dis
trict selected for the Inner
visions program go to a 
special math and science 
camp for a week, usually in 

Anthony Hawkins July, where they meet Af-
rican-American mathema

ticians and scientists. To be selected boys must apply or·be 
recommended by school personnel. 

The speakers at the last camp were Keith McGee, a former 
NFL player; Duwan Anderson of the Galveston Housing 
Authority; Vernon Spenser of Sterling Chemical; and Willie 
Lacy of Galveston County Probation. 

The camp lasts from 8 ·a.m. to 5 p.m., but the times are 
flexible. At the camp, every boy gets a mentor who offers 
help and guidance throughout the rest of grade school and 
high schoo1. Each mentor usually works with three students. 

Four of the mentored boys are now freshmen at the Uni
versity of Texas at Austin. Tyrone Jones, Jermaine Ander
son, Erv is Hill and Evertt Rawlls are on the UT football team. 

Many of the mentored students come back as mentors 
tbemselves after high school graduation, Hawkins said. 

Hawkins initiated Innovisions in 1994. However, it did 
not really take off until after Moronda Chapman of the Al
pha Kappa Alpha Sorority and Bennie Matthews, a board 
member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority and a member of 
the COM Board of Trustees, got the idea to change the pro
gram from ninth grade to fifth grade. They implemented this 
change to allow Innovisions to work with the boys at a more 
moldable age. Hawkins explained his involvement in the 
Innovisions program by saying, "I really feel it is my 
responsiblity to give back to the community." 

The purpose of the Teen Parenting program for unwed 
mothers, Hawkins said, is to help them graduate from high ' 
school and go on to college. He began the program (located 
in La Marque and serving Galveston County) in 1994 with 
COM President Larry L. Stanley's approval to use college 
funds for the off-campus project. Explaining his motivation 
Hawkins said, "I really believe in the proverb to whom much 
is given, much is required." 

Hawkins also works with the Youth Juvenile Center lo
cated at Texas Loop 146. This program, iniiated by him in 
1997, is designed to reintegrate youth offenders into society 
by helping them get jobs. Hawkins said in closing, "I want 
to be a sponge that soaks up ahd gives back." 

Free jazz concert Oct. 27 
The College of the Mainland instrumental music 

program's Jazz Ensemble and Jazz Combo will per
form a free concert Oct. 27 at 8 p.m. in the Fine Arts 
Building Recital Hall, Roo1.1 F-117. The groups also 
will perform Dec. 15 at 8 p.m. 

On Dec. 14 at 8 p.m., the Concert Band will give a 
free performance in the Recital Hall. 

The musicians, under the direction of COM music 
Professor Sparky Koerner, hope to raise public inter
est in American jazz music by giving these free per
formances. For more information about the Instrumen
tal Music Program, contact Koerner at (409) 938-1211 
or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 347. 
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Oscar Madison, played by Bryan Myers (left), and Felix Unger, played by Roger Stallings, butt heads in the COM Arena 
Theatre's latest production, The Odd Couple. The comedy runs Oct. 29-Nov. 22. (Photo courtesy Skip Quimby) 

The Odd Couple opens at COM Oct 29 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland will have a free preview of The 
Odd Couple on Wednesday, Oct. 28, at 8 p.m. in the Arena 
Theatre. Everyone is welcome. 

For every show, the COM ·theater presents a free preview 
the evening before it opens. Its purpose is to promote theater 
awareness by extending an invitation to the community. 

The Odd Couple will run Oct. 29 through Nov. 22, Thurs
days through Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 

Be sure to catch this classic comedy of mismatched room-

mates, sloppy Oscar Madison, played by Bryan Myers, a 
veteran of the COM stage, and painfully neat Felix Unger 
played by COM speech professor, Roger Stallings. 

"I remember working on scenes from The Odd Couple 
back when I was in college taking acting classes," Stallings, 
another familiar face on the COM stage, said. "That was in 
the very early '70s. Ever since then I have always wanted to 
play the role of Felix. The audition notice sent out by Mark 
(Adams) actually says 'Felix, 44 years old.' I thought, at 
last, I have arrived." 

For reservations or other information, call the box office 
at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 

Fall '98 lnterCOM staff 

The 1998 fall InterCOM staff are (from left) Michael Navarro; Patricia Hill, layout editor; Shallon Fleming, 
managing editor; Steve Pifer; Amy Patlach, assistant editor; Russell Kinchlow; Torrie Mickens; RoddrickJohnson; 
Rachel Delanoix; and Daniel Decker. Juan Mugartegui is not pictured. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Planned sports activities 
offer variety, fun for fall 
By RODDRICK JOHNSON 
Staff Reporter 

The fall sports activities at College of the Mainland are 
well underway. Sports include basketball, volleyball, soc
cer, bowling, table tennis and many more. 

COM will participate in the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate 
Sports Day at Lee College in Baytown on Oct. 15. Competi
tive games include table tennis, tennis, volleyball, men's and 
women's 3-on-3 basketball, softball, 8-ball and racquetball. 
To participate in Sports Day, a student must be signed up for 
at least one credit hour. Tennis and racquetball players are 
still needed. 

The Outdoor Club camping trip to Matagorda Island is 
Friday, Oct. 16, through Sunday, Oct. 18. The last day to 
sign up was Oct. 7, but check to see if space remains. The 
group leaves Friday at 6 p.m. and returns Sunday night. It is 
a primitive camp, which means no soap or running water. 

On Oct. 26, a Student Flag Football Tournament will be 
played at 2 p.m. by the baseball field on Monticello Drive. 
Students may form their own teams. 

The student/employee pick-up volleyball league is held 
every Thursday at 4 p.m. It is not too late to sign up. 
If you are interested in playing soccer, the men's soccer prac
tice is held Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. by the baseball field. The 
games are on Sundays at various times. 

On Oct. 28, the student/employee 3-on-3 basketball tour
nament will be held in the Gym at 2 p.m. Players can pick 
their own teams. 

The Exercise for Stress Workshop is set for Nov. 3 at 6:45 
p.m. It is open to anyone, but sign-up is by Oct. 27. 

Another activity in November is the GCIC Bowling Sports 
Day to be held at Armadilla Lanes in Pasadena, Students 
must be enrolled in at least one hour credit course to partici
pate in the event set for Nov. 4. Anyone interested may sign 
up in the Gym. 

For more information on any event, visit the Gym, or call 
Maryann Urick the Recreational Programs and Student Ac
tivities coordinator at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 418. 

Ephemera launches season 
at COM Fine Arts Gallery 
By TORRIE MICKENS 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Fine Arts Gallery launched 
its. 1998-99 season with the installation of Ephemera, the 
work of artist Toby Topek. Due to Tropical Storm Frances, 
the opening was postponed from Sept. 10 to Oct. 6. Ephem
era runs through Oct. 15. 

According to the COM gallery press release, Topek takes 
elements of nature, such as leaves, water from rivers, and 
man-made containers and mixes them with art mediums to 
express a connection with the past while experiencing the 
present. Her concepts revdlve around memory, our personal 
relationships with culture, travel and nature. Topek speaks 
of assembling and reassembling materials indicating the ef
fect of the passage of time on memory. 

"I'm interested in the contrast between contempory con
sumer culture and the layered history of ancient temples and· 
oceans," Topek is quoted in the press 'release. "The passage 
of time, the process of changing places and the ongoingness 
of peysonal history are preserved in my work." 

The next gallery show The Rhythm of the Wheel, a collec
tion of paintings by Luann Stovall, will open Oct. 29 and 
run through Dec. 15. Stovall will discuss her work with the 
public Oct. 29 at 7 p.m. 

Gallery hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:30-5 p.m.; 
Wednesdays 10 a.m.-1 p.m.; and, upon request, one hour 
prior to weekend p~rformances of the COM Arena Theatre. 

For more information, call (409) 938-1211 or toll-free 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 348. 



New job challenge 
breaks old routine 
Continued from Page 1----------

"It 's a different kind of job, a short-term challenge," 
he said pf his new position. "It breaks up the routine." 
But he hopes to get back to that routine by early Janu
ary or February. 

Dean Pratt's ultimate goal is to get back to the class
room. "I enjoy interaction with students," but he said 
most interactions these days are with students who have 
problems and complaints. 

And the next problem he is working on i.; spring 
registration. 

During fall registration, advisers faced a state of 
chaos. The alphabetical process was mostly ignored 
by students and telephone registration did not ad
equately replace the early registration process of pre
vious years. 

In fact, only 835 students had registered by tele
phone from July 22 to Aug. 25, leaving approximately 
2,500 students to flood regular registration. 

"We had a mess of people showing up at 8 a.m.," 
Dean Pratt said. "We stayed backlogged the entire day. 
We have to be able to regulate." 

The acting dean said another problem was that many 
students came to registration with no goals in mind. 
"They just want to get in school." For registration to 
work efficiently, students should know what classes 
they want to take and at what times. 

Dean Pratt hopes more students will register by tele
phone in the future, and he envisions that one day stu
dents will be able to register by e-mail or over the 
Internet in a multi-purpose lab or even by computers 
set up in hallways throughout campus. 

Technology center offers 
industrial arts courses 
Continued from Page 1-----------
the center in the near future, Neugent said. Currently 67 
students are enrolled. 

Each shipyard welding class consists of 345 contact hours; 
each machine class requires 346 contact hours. Classroom 
equipment includes nine welding machines and nine lathes. 
Lathes are machines that grip metal or other material at both 
ends and rotate it to be shaped by a cutting instrument. 

The center also has two computer numerical control ma
chines on loan from HASS Corporation, which manufac
tures the machines. CNCs are programmable robotics that 
make exact duplicates of parts reque&ted. One of these com
puter machines is for lathe work and the other is for mill work. 

A new shipyard welding class opens Oct. 16. Dwight 
"Doc" Miller, head of the welding department at COM, over
sees the shipyard welding classes at the center. Registration 
is available at COM and at San Jacinto South. For the spring 
semester, registration is tentatively planned at the center, 
Neugent said. 

COM and San Jacinto South are considering adding more 
courses in the spring. Possible classes include general com
puter, CADcom, PC repair, electronics and millwright, 
Neugent said. However, not all of these courses will be added 
to the curriculum in the spring. 

For information call Neugent at (281) 557-0300, Ext. 279. 

Math for Liberal Arts offered 
ln the spring, the College of the Mainland math depart

ment will offer MlXfH 1332, Math for Liberal Arts, as an 
alternative to MATH 1314, College Algebra. This alterna
tive applies only to some students seeking an associate of 
arts degree and cannot be applied to an associate's degree in 
math or science, said math professor, Dr. Ali Ravandi. The 
University of Houston-Clear Lake is working on adopting 
MATII 1332 as a transfer course in place of College Alge
bra. For more information call Dr. Ravandi at ( 409) 938-
1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 225. 
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America's Most Wanted producer Tom Steyer addresses the family members of victims of unsolved abductions 
and murders prior to taping an episode of the popular television program In the LRC Auditorium Sept. 27. Family 
members hold lighted candles to commemorate their loved ones. The show was produced because of the un
usually high number of unsolved abductions and murders In Galveston County since 1971. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Victims' families recount tragic ·stories 
Continued from Page 1-----------
trict Attorney Mike Guarino said, "Our hope is that some
one out there who has seen or heard something will come 
forward." 

Explaining that the show would focus only on five cases, 
Steyer apologized to the families that would not get air time. 

Two female victims discovered in what has come to be 
known as "the killing fields" in League City have yet to be 
identified. The remains of these two along witb several other 
women were discovered years apart in a field off Calder Road. 
"We hope that somehow or another, someone will recognize 
one of those girls and come forward," Steyer said. 

Steyer gathered the families together and distributed 
candles that were lighted during taping. Families of Shelley 
Sikes, Laura Kate Smither and Jessica Cain gave a sum
mary of when each girl was abducted and what has tran
spired since. Many people cried during the brief interviews, 

and Steyer apologized to all the families. "I'm sorry for all 
the pain I've caused you today." 

When the taping was completed, family members met with 
one another and spoke to the officers who were involved 
with the cases. Although not all the vicitms' families were 
present, the sheer number of those who were was astound
ing. It was the unusually high number of murdered and ab
ducted victims tliat cir_ew tbe America's Most Wanted to 
Galveston County. 

The show will be anchored out of Houston and is sched
uled to air Oct. 10 on Channel 26 at 8 p.m. 

Galveston County Sgt. Tommy Hansen, who coordinated 
the event, explained that the college was chosen because of 
its central location in the county and because "COM has 
always been an excellent supporter of criminal justice." He 
added that the auditorium provided equipment that was nec
essary for the production. 
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\ That s Happening 

.Lisa Campbell, a systems analyst at College of the Mainland, was selected as the COM Employee of the Year. Presi
dent Larry L. Stanley announced the award at the fall convocation. She was selected Employee of the Month in June 
and was chosen from among the other 11 employees of the month for the honor. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

Computers earn Campbell empolyee award 
Continued from Page 1-----------
Campbell is considering the purchase of a new home com
puter. "Our old one is on its last leg," she explained. 

Currently, she is focusing her attention on the approxi
mate 1,200 personal computers that abound on campus. She 
has assigned someone to inspect each one for the problem. 

And computers, after all, may have earned the award for 
Campbell. 

In June, Campbell was nominated for Employee of the 
Month by Alice Whistler, Human Resources assistant. 
Whistler's office depends on computers, and so she works 
with Campbell quite frequently. 

As the systems analyst for COM, she is in charge of solv
ing the Year 2000 glitch for all computers on campus. Ex
perts predict that computers worldwide will crash at the 
change of the millennium because most programs read only 
the last two digits of a year to determine the date. So when 
the big 2000 rolls around, computers will enter a time warp, 
reading the date as 1900 instead. 

"Any time I ask Lisa for help, she goes out of her way to 
get it done and get it done quickly," Whistler said. "She goes 
beyond her job. She is always helpful and willing to share 
her knowledge, and she doesn't make you feel stupid if you 
don't know what you're doing." 

Campbell said, "We're in pretty good shape." She ex
plained that about two years ago the college purchased new 
software. Now the software maker-not COM-is respon
sible for updating the programs. So far she reports that the · 
student records program is completely fixed, and the finan
cial program should be glitch-free by January. 

After the June award, a committee reviewed all employ
ees of the month to determine this year's overall employee. 

Campbell, born and r~ised in Texas City, attended Texas 
A&M University where she received her ba.chelor's degree. 
After working one year at NASA, she came to work at COM 
in November 1983 and has been employed here ever since. 

Oct.8 
Speaker Dr. Jesse D. Mireles @ ? p.m. in L-131 

Oct.2 
Free movie Mi Familia @ ? p.m. in L-131 

Oct. 10 
PTK induction rehearsal@ I0:30a.m. in L-131 
Americas Most Wanted filmed at COM airing @ 8 
p.m. on FOX 26 

Oct.11 
PTK induction @ 2 p.m. in L- I 3 I 

Oct.13 
PTK bake sale in Math/Science Atrium 
AIDS presentation @ 12:30 p.m. in L- I 3 I 

Oct. IS 
Srudenl Govemmenl @ 12:30 p.m. in A-148 
Speaker Angel M. L1redo@7p.m.in L-131 
GCIC Sports Day @ Lee College in Baytown 

Oct.16 
SAB free movie M11/a11 @ 7 p.m. in L- I 3 I 
COM Amigos Dance @ 8 p.m. in Srudenl Center; $4 

a ticket 
Outdoor Club's Matagorda Island trip @ 6 p.m. 

Oct. 17 
PTK Adopt-a-Highway clean up @ I 0:30 a.m. in 

~-

UpCOMing Events 
MS-137 Free preview The Odd Coople @ 8 p.m. in theater 
SAB free movie Mu/an @ 7 p.m. in Lr 13 I 

Oct.29 
Oct. 18 Student Govemment@ 12:30 p.m. in A-148 
PTK food drive through Oct. 24 Opening of The Rhythm of the Wheel paintings by 

Luann Stovall @ 6 p.m. in the art gallery 
Oct. 21 The Odd Couple runs until Nov. 22 Thursdays-
Breast cancer awareness @ 10 a.m.-10:50 a.m. in L- Saturdays @ 8 p.m. and Sundays @ 2:30 p.m. in 
131 !heater 
Testicular cancer awareness@ IO a.m.-10:50 a.m. in 
T-07 Nov.3 

Oct. 2S 
Daylight-saving lime ends 

Oct.26 
Last day lo submit events for lnterCOM's November 
calendar 
Flag football tournament @ 2 p.m. by baseball field 

Oct.27 
College Day@ 10:30·a.m.-2 p.m. in Gym 
Halloween party for students @ 12:30 p.m. inside 
and oul~ide Student Center 
Jazz Ensembte and Jazz Combo concert @ 8 p.m. in 
F-117 

Oct.28 
Student/Employee 3-on-3 basketball toufl)ament @ 
2p.m. inGym 

Election Day 
Exercise for Stress workshop @ 3 p.m. 

Nov.4 
GCIC Bowling Sports Day @ Armadilla Lanes in 
Pasadena 

Nov.S 
Student Concerns Forum @ 12:30 p.m. in Srudcnt 
Center 

Nov.6-7 
Srudent Leadership Conference @ UHCL 

Nov. 7 
Renaissance Festival Trip @ 8 a.m. in P-119 

Nov.11 
Bookfair @ 9 a.m.-2 p.m. in Tec/\,bc Building 

People Speak Out · 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO, Staff Reporter 
and DANIEL M. DECKER, Photographer 

Over the past few years an epidemic has spread across 
the nation. More and more teen-age girls faced with hav
ing a child have decided to kill their babies rather than 
confront their situation. A recent example is the 15-year
old Pearland girl charged with killing hernewbom. fn some 
instances, the .fathers of the infants have even assisted. 
JnterCOM asked, "How do you feel about teen-age girls 
disposing of their newborn ba.bies?'~ 

·Krl$tinHolt: ._... . Steve Blltn~: ... _ 
"I sily' punish.tb~m for , ••'tiiey should bepun'.: 
murder when the baby ·· jshed. If you ldllsomeone 
was b9rn aliver ftosecute you should get the death 
thenrtp the fullest!' penalty." . . 

Kaylee Brown: . Michael llilc»ay. . . 
"If they didn't want the . ''As a law enforcement 
baby; theyshould've used major, I think they sbon]d 
protection. Ifit was an beprosecutedasadultsand 
accident, she should give ·-· evaluated very heavlly>lf 
it up . ..fqr adoption. She ... thefatberwasa participant, 
should give it to the father. _he should be.brought up on 
She should get an abor... c:parges as well. I am 
tion. n . against abortion.'? 

Sara Wolfe: 
"She should go to jail. lf the 
father helped he should be 
jailed. If he didn't, he 
should take action. It's his 
child too." 

Jeanette Slaughter: 
"I totally oppose it. She 
should seek counseling 
with parents. I feel like it's 
a lack of communication 
and lack of support. If (her) 
parentsdidn'tknow,maybe 
the child's father didn't 
know. Some punishment 
should be administered." 

Murray Getz: 
''I think it's wrong for any
one to h"nn anybody. 
There should be other ways 
of solving a difficult prob
lem that girl encountered." 

Rasheeda Jones: 
"You shouldn't have sex if 
you don't want to have a 
baby or have protection. 
Being scared is not a rea
son to kill a baby. My first 
child I had at 15, but I love 
all my kids. I wouldn't take 
them back, maybe wait 
longer to have them." 
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Police find man who allegedly harassed students 
By SHALLON FLEMING 
Managing Editor 

Several female students recently were accosted by a 
young white male while they were leaving College of the 
Mainland. 

In an Oct. 14 e-mail message sent to all college faculty, 
COM Police Officer Arbry Clifton said, "In the last 24-
36 hours, there have been four female students who have 
been approached by a male, attempting to have intimate 
contact with thellJ by hugging, kissing and blocking their 
attempt to leave." 

Local band wins big 
in Calif. competition 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 

-r 

Staff Reporter 

From within the darkness of ~n old two-story building 
on the corner of White Oak and Montrose in Houston 
blared a mixture of punk, big band and hardcore music 
simply known to most as ska. 

The house is Fitzgerald's, a nightclub on whose stage 
such musicians as Mudhoney, Tripping Daisy, Juliana 
Hatfield and Less than Jake have performed. The music 
resounding from inside the building is that of a 10-man 
group called Secret Agent 8, whose recent accomplish
ments put them on an equal plane with these musicians. 

The band represented the Houston/Galveston area at 
the Ernie Ball ( maker of guitar strings) International Battle 
of the Bands Semi-Finals in Long Beach, Calif., Nov. 8. 
Secret Agent 8 triumphed. They placed first out of eight 
bands on Sunday the 8th and were the 8th band to per
form. "We're rollin' with the eights," said trumpet player 
and COM student, Aaron Koerner. His father, Sparky 
Koerner, teaches music theory at COM and directs t)le 
college's Jazz Ensemble and Jazz Combo. 

After winning the Ernie Ball Battle of the Bands at the 
Abyss in Houston, the band qualified to perform in the 
Vans Warped Tour at the Astra Arena as well as compete 
in the semi-finals. They will advance to Los Angeles for 
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COM art instructor Mark Greenwalt shows his students 
the realism in one of Luanne Stovall's paintings on 
display in the COM gallery. (Photo by Rachel Delanoix) 

COM officer E. W. "Butch" Carr said the young man 
was supposedly on campus trying to find employment 
through th·e college's job placement program. He is not 
a student though. 

Since that time, the suspect appeared at one of the 
complaintants workplace to apply for a job. After he re
turned the completed employment application, the young 
woman called COM PC?lice officers and gave them the 
suspect's information from that document. 

The police then visited the young man's house and dis
covered he was under psychiatric evaluation. Several of 
the victims had described him as mentally challenged. 

"His doctor had taken him off his medication to see what 
effect it would have on him," Carr said. "He {the doctor) 
found out real quick." 

Since then his doctor has placed him back on medica
tion that should control his behavior. 

So far, all of the COM students have declined to press 
charges against the man due to his mental condition. 

Texas City police are cl!rrently investigating similar com
. plaints against the suspect made by people at nearby Mall 
of the Mainland and Wal-Mart, according to Carr. 

Police would not release the suspect's name and none of 
the complaintants would comment. · 

Members of Secret Agent 8 stand in front of a train engine bearing the name of their hometown of Texas City in 
the park at 12th Street and Palmer. Secret Agent 8 members are (in front) Chris Jensen, trombone; (middle row, 
from left) Benny Tamayo, drums; Jacob Gracia, bass; Moses Cavazos, percussion and back-up vocals; Jeff 
Conti, trumpet; Kenny Dickman, guitar; (In back, from left) Will Frith, lead vocals; Zack Cayton, guitar; David 
Evans, trombone; and Aaron Koerner, trumpet. (Official press release photo by Phil Cayton) 

Wheel reflects life rhythms, season cycles 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

The Rhythm of the Wheel, a collection of recent paint
ings by artist Luanne Stovall, opened Oct. 29 in the Col
lege of the Mainland Fine Arts Gallery. Stovall presented 
a slide lecture Nov. 11. The paintings may b,e viewed 
through Dec. 15. ' 

Stovall uses the presence of the wheel in her paintings 
to signify a cycle or a season. The wheel expresses the 
constant turning of the world or a shining light. Stovall 's 
paintings show human and plant life forms, caught at 
one continuous point in time. 

"A portrayed moment could signal early morning, late 
afternoon, or dusk and speaks not only to the time of day 
but also the state of mind," Stovall's press release said. 

Stovall uses large pieces of canvas and linen to capture 
the full mood portrayed through her subject and its sur
roundings. She uses prominent colors to separate her sub
jects from her cool-colored backgrounds. Stovall blends 
bright colors into dark colors showing the life cycle, which 
blends from birth to death. 

Ruins, photographs by Steve and Cynthia Nussenblatt, 
will be the gallery's next exhibit. The collection will be on 
display fron Jan. 21 through Feb. 24. The artists will give 
a lecture on their work Jan. 21 at 7 p.m. 

Gallery hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:30-5 p.m.; 
Wednesdays 10 a.m.-1 p.m.; and upon request, one hour 
prior to weekend performances of the COM Arena The
atre. 

For more information, call (409) 938-1211 or toll-free 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 348. 
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COM Amigos raffle Thanksgiving turkeys 

COM Amigos members will be selling raffle tickets for $1 from now until Nov. 19. Ten turkeys will be raffled 
Nov. 19 and delivered to the homes of the winners on Nov. 20. COM Amigos are from left, front row, Veronica 
Berrones; Olda Perez, COM Amigos adviser; and Sarah Berrones. From left, back row, Christina Ortiz, 
Belinda Billiot, Danny Ortega, Angel Morales, Erica Garza, Monica Duplan. Not pictured, advisers Tia Huggins · 
and Alice Whistler. For ticket information call Perez at Ext. 298, Huggins at Ext. 353, or Whistler at Ext. 483. 
The COM numbers are (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Letter to the Editor 

Student speaks out against People Speak Out 
Editor's note: The following Letter to the Editor is in 
response to the October "People Speak Out" feature 
which asked, "How do you.feel about teen-age girls 
disposing of their newborn babies?" 

Editor, 
I read your "People Speak Out" in the October 1998 

InterCOM and was distressed by the entire "article." 
There is no epidemic of infanticide sweeping the nation, 
just a few dozen cases which have been given a great 
deal of media attention. 

~lnlerCOM 
Managing Editor 
Assistant Editor 
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Condemning another person's actions without know
ing the circumstances or the case demonstrates the hys- · 
teria that the media incites. My impression from reading 
the opinions of these eight individuals is they have 
rushed to judgment and would have the 15-year-old put 
in jail for many years. Incidents of this type do not occur 
in a vacuum, and they are not issues that can be judged 
instantly as right or wrong, so why encourage people to 
think in that black/white, right/wrong, either/or mental
ity when most human behavior occurs in shades of gray. 

College should help you learn to think, REASON, not 
condemn on hearsay. 

P.S. Infanticide exists in every culture and.has always 
been with us. It should be noted that women/females are 
usually asked to bear all or most of the burden of guilt. 

COM student Jane Weatherford 

We concede that the word epidemic was a bit strong. 
However, in a society where birth control is easy to 
obtain and abortion is available on demand, one 
incident of neonaticide ( a newborn murdered during the 
first days of its life) is one too many, whatever the 
circumstances. 

As to the opinions of the eight people in the column, 
thanks to the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, 
they are as free to express their opinions as Weath-erford 
is to express hers. 

Letter to the Editor policy 
InterCOM welcomes all Letters to the Editor. Please 

make letters brief and to the point. All letters should in
clude a name and daytime telephone number for verifica
tion. 

We reserve the right to edit all letters for length, gram
mar, spelling and libelous content. Letters to the Editor 
will be printed on a space-available basis. 

Public opinion wrong 
about life of reporter 

~billl?ll; Wi\It ...... 2 
Fleming.·•····· 

I recently went to a journalism conference in Corpus 
Christi to learn more about the world of news people. 
Students and advisers from community colleges across 
Texas joined to hear professionals speak about their 
jobs, and what we heard time and·time again is that you 
have to not be afraid to ask dumb questions because 
most people are not willing to volunteer what they 
know. 

Especially in the aftermath of Princess Diana's death 
over a year ago, society has come to hate journalists 
even more. 

A few months ago I got stuck in traffic caused by an 
accident. When I realized how many emergency vehicles 
were responding, I figured this wasn't just a minor 
fender-bender, so I asked the officer who was directing 
traffic what was going on. I told him I was with a local 
newspaper, and he told me to park my truck and go ask 
the officers closer to the scene. 

Two little girls had been struck by a truck when the 
bicycle they both were riding swerved onto the road. 
And after I had spoken to police, as I walked back to my 
truck, someone passing by called me a bitch~ 

That person couldn't have known how my stomach 
churned when I saw the pink bicycle lying crumpled on 
the edge of the street. That person only saw a reporter 
leaving the scene of a wreck with a notepad in hand. 
What's really sad is the next day, that person probably 
read my story to find out the details of the accident. 

People can think what they want about reporters; we 
still serve a purpose to society. 

I can live with being a reporter. In fact, I can even take 
pride in my.work. So to those people who make a habit 
of calling journalists names, all I can say is that I'm glad 
I found my niche, and I hope others are as happy with 
their own. 

Voter turnout up for 
student government 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the ¥ainland Student Government held 
officer elections in the Student Center Sept.16. 

New officers are president, Rosalind Franklin; vice 
president, Sidney Winn; secretary, Theresa Boston; par
liamentarian, Tanisha Hicks; treasurer, Christina Ortiz~ and 
COM Senate representatives, Christopher Nickerson, 
Diana Erwin and Brian Perkins. 

Last year 99 students voted; this year 104 voted. Stu
dent Government Adviser James Shippy said that most 
colleges with 20,000 students usually have only 50 vot
ers, comparJd to COM's current e·nrollment of approxi
mately. 3,400 students. 

Student Government meeting dates for the rest of the 
semester are Nov. 12, Dec. 3 and Dec. 10 during College 
Hour, 12:30-1:30 p.m., in the Administration Building, 
RoomA-148. 

The purpose of the Student Government is to review 
student issues and discuss the solutions, as well as ap
prove club funding, said Shippy, who also is associate 
dean for Student Services. 

For more information about Student Government, con
tact Shippy at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free at (888) 258-
8859 Ext. 413. 



Registration changes 
• may improve process 

By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

Remember waking up early for the College of the Main
land fall registration only to be stuck in long lines in the 
Administration Building? Remember waiting in that long 
line only to be told to come back after 5 p.m. because you 
forgot to tum in one lousy form? These troubles occured 
because of the new TASP law, saio acting Registrar Bill 
Peace. Because the Admissions Office had to verify that 
everyone had taken either the TASP or fullfilled exemp
tion requirements, registration was s)ow and tedious. · 

Spring registration is right around the comer and the 
Admissions Office has made a few adjustments. A new, 
easier-to-read information sheet has been created. This 
gives advisers a better understanding of who needs to take 
the TASP. The information sheet will also give students 
better advice in picking their courses. A committee of ad
missions staff, faculty and advisers is currently focusing 
on how to make registration more efficient. 

Approximately 3,328 students enrolled for the fall se
mester, with only 830 of the returning students register
ing by telephone. 

Since t~lephone registration can't handle an students, 
there will be an early registration. Both begin Dec. 1. 

Only returning students may register by telephone. To 
register call the registration hotline at ( 409) 935-8900. 
After dialing, follow the procedure listed in the spring 
semester catalog. Catalogs will be mailed out during the 
Thanksgiving holidays. · 

To prevent new students from slowing down registra
tion, they have until pee. 11 to submit their applications. 
If they do not meet the deadline, they will have to wait 
until late registration to sign up for courses. 

For new students concerned about taking the TASP test, 
a practice test will be available on-line in November. The 
web site at www.tasp.nesinc.com, features test directions, 
a practice test, an answer key and a skill evaluation chart. 

For more information about registration and the TASP 
practice test, contact Bill Peace at ( 409) 938-1211, or toll
free at (888) 258-8859, Ext. 263. 

College closures available 
from switchboard, media 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

If College of the Mainland caught fire and be
came a raging inferno, how would students know 
not to come to school? 

Information concerning school closure is avail
able from the COM switchboard, said Jim Higgins, 
director of Public Information. 

If a major event could jeopardize the safety and 
lives of those using the campus, President Larry L. 
Stanley makes the executive decision to close, 
Higgins said. The switchboard operator is "notified 
by the president's office." 

Students can also listen to the following radio sta
tions: KTRH 740-AM, KRBE 104.1-FM, KPRC 
950-AM, KIKK 95.7-FM and 650-AM, KILT 100-
FM and 610-AM. KTRH gets the information first. 
The Houston-area television stations Channel 2, 
Channel 11 and Channel 13 also offer updates. 

The COM police emergency extension, 599, is 
always open, 24 hours a day. 

At the beginning of this semester, the college was 
forced to close twice. First, when Tropical Storm 
Frances caused severe flooding in the Houston
Galveston area Sept.10 and 11. The college closed 
at 3 p.m. on Sept. 10 and remained closed Sept. 11. 
Then on Sept. 14, a water main broke on campus 
and the college closed that day at 3 p.m. and re
mained closed until noon the next day. 
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Alex Pratt (center), acting dean of Instruction and Student Development, responds to a question from SAB 
member Ed Miller (back to camera) as President Larry L. Stanley (far left); Dr. Henry Pope (far right), dean 
of College and Financial Services; and student Melissa Olgden look on. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Administrators respond to concerns at forum 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Assistant Editor 

More than 50 students attended the Student Activi
ties Board-sponsored Student Concerns Forum to bring 
several disturbing issues before members of the Col
lege of the Mainland administration. The forum was 
held in the Student Center Nov. 5, and President Larry 
L. Stanley; Dr. Henry Pope, dean of College and Fi
nancial Services; and Alex Pratt, acting dean of In
struction and Student Development, took questions 

from students at the prawam. 
Student Center Coordinator Beverly Mitchell told the 

administrators that tire Student Center has had a meth
ane (sewer) gas leak for s~veral months. Mitchell de
scribed the leak's severity: "Some people have gone 
home sick from work because of it. We even shut down 
the pool room because it was so bad." She said there 
was even a gas leak early on the morning of the forum. 
A contractor has come out to look at the problem and 
believes the building's pipes are to blame, Mitchell said. 

See StudeQt Page 7 

This might sting ·a little;. it~s flu shot time again 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

The Galveston County Health District estimates that 
thousands of people die each year from influenza-related 
illnesses. Therefore, people must choose the lesser of two 
evils. They must decide which is greater: the suffering 
caused by' influenza, or the stinging pain of a vaccination 
designed to protect against it. · 

The Galveston Health District reports, "Influenza is 
most common in the U.S. from December to April, so it 
is best to get the vaccine between September and mid
November." 

Flu shots will be administered by Galveston County 
Health District at the Student Center on Monday, Nov. 
16 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Those who are Medicare-eli
gible will receive their shots at no cost. For all others 
there will be a fee of $5 per shot. Everyone is welcome. 
For more information contact RSVP at ( 409) ,38-1211 
or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 298 or 372. 

A recent American Lung Association press release re
ports: "Most people experience little or no reaction to the 
vaccine. However, one in four people might have a swol
len, red, tender area where the shot was delivered." 

For those whose fear oi needles is enough lo keep them 
from an annual vaccina'tion, Dr. Charles Bryan, Texas 
Thoracic Society President at the University of Texas 
Health Science Center in San Antonio, says in the report 
that soon there may be new ways of getting the annual 
flu immunization, such as inhalers or pills. He adds, "An 
influenza vaccination is about 70 percent effective in pre
venting influenza and reducing its severity, and it's safe." 

For some people, the needle is not what worries them 
so much as the fear of developing flu from the injection. 

However, the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
and the National Immunization Program agree, the viruses 
in the vaccine are killed. Therefore, it is not possible to 
contract influenza from the vaccine. 

The Galveston County Health District reports small risks 
associated with the vaccine, but most people who get the 
vaccine suffer no serious problems. 

Mild or moderate problems, which can last up to two 
days, may include fever and aches. A severe allergic reac
tion could include hives, difficulty in breathing or shock. 
If a problem should arise, contact a doctor immediately. 

Cosmetology students attend 
vocational club conference 

Five members of.the College of the Mainland Cos
metology Vocational Industrial Club of America 
Chapter attended the District 8 and 9 Fall Leader
ship Conference Oct. 31. 

The conference, held at Nimitz High School in 
Humble, provides leadership training in areas such 
as parliamentary procedure, opening and closing 
ceremony, and safety awareness. 

The students who attended and received an award 
for displaying development of leadership skills were 
Linda Aguilar, Tina Castro, Amanda Hersey, Aisha 
Jones and Demitrias King. They are concurrently 
enrolled in COM as well as in either Hitchcock or 
Santa Fe high schools. COM cosmetology profes
sor, Ellen Johnson, accompanied the students. 
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Male/female cancer s minars 
couege ot the Mamland hosted a cancer awareness progam tocusmg on testtcuiar and 

breast cancer Oct. 21. Check It Out was organized by Hadassah, an organization of385,00} 
American women, and presented by the University of Tex.as Medical Branch at Galveston in 
conjunction with the American Cancer Society. 111e seminars were simultaneously held in 

.· separate locations as the men'$ seminar aodressed testicular cancer and the women's, breast 
·. cancetTheAmericanCancerSocietycanbeconiactooll-t(SOO)ACS-2.145oratw:ww.CMCer.org. 

J'~~.,; 

Testicular cancer easily detectable 
ByMICHAELNAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

Of the approximately 1,600 men who are diagnosed with testicular cancer each year, 150 die. 
Testicular cancer is the leading cause of cancer-related deaths in men ages 15 to 40, the time during 
which they are most vunerable to the disease. 

Dr. Michael Warren, chief of Division of Urology at the University of Texas Medical Branch at 
Galveston, and Allen Lizza, a testicular cancer sutVivor, spoke about the disease at the Check It Out 
program for males Oct. 21 in the College of the Mainland TechnicaWocational Building. 

Symptoms of testicular cancer are easily detectable in men. S~ and shape abnormalities of the 
testicles are the most prominent symptoms. Pain, inflammation and heaviness of the testicles are other 
common symptoms. An excretion of fluid from the penis can also be a symptom of testicular cancer. 
Although all men are at risk for testicular cancer, men born with an undescended testicle ( still in the 
abdomen) have more of a chance to develop the cancer because the undescended testicle is undevel~ 
oped and the warmer temperature in the abdomen may have adverse effects on it. 

-

From left Joyce 
Singleton, 
cancer 
survivor; Dr. 
Marilyn Marx, 
UTMB 
professor; Dr. 
Cathy 
VanHook, 
UTMB 
professor; and 
Joyce 
Yarborough, 
cancer . 
survivor, talk 
about the 
disease. (Photo 
by Rachel 
Delanoix) 

All women at risk for breast cancer 
By RACHEL DEIANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

"Forty-four thousand women die from cancer each year," said Dr. Cathy VanHook of the University of Texas 
Medical Branch at Galveston. 

Kim Wines, 17, and her 6-month-old son, Byron Alexander, are all smiles. A Dickinson High School Cum Laude, 
National Honor Society graduate, Kim completed high school one year early, despite the added difficulties and 
pressures of being a teen-age mother, coupled with her health problems and the baby's at his birth. She is 
studying nursing and psychology at COM. (Photo by Rachel Delanoix) 

In order to discover testicular cancer during an earlier and more treatable phase, Dr. Warren insists 
on daily self-examinations. The American Cancer Society advises men to examine themselves after a 
warm bath or shower. To do the exam, gently roll each testicle between the thumb and forefinger 
feeling for hard lumps or bumps. This is an easy, painless procedure that all men should follow. If a 
lump is found, immediately consult a doctor. The doctor will then proceed to take urine, blood and 
tissue samples. 

''The word cancer comes from the word 'crab'," said Dr. VanHook, assistant professor of the Department of 
General Obstetrics and Gynecology. The tumor spreads out in a crab shape with tentacles reaching out in aU 
directions. 

"My name is Joyce Singleton and I am a breast cancer sutvivor," said the registered nurse, who works at 
Union Carbide, as she stood before the audience of women in the College of the Mainland Leaming Resources 
Auditorium, Oct. 21. Teen-age mom stands by decision When testicular cancer is found and successfully treated, the reproductive system suffers very few 

side effects. The infected testicle is always removed because the chances of taking a biopsy and 
spreading the tumor outweigh the odds of successfully removing the tumor from the testicle, Dr. 
Warren said. As a result, only half the 'normal amount of sperm is created which is still more than 

"I really didn't think I'd survive," Singleton's sentence hung in the air as she caught her breath to continue. A 
reverent stillness followed her solemn words. "Being happy to be a survivor, I take that happiness every day." 
Singleton had gone for a routine mammogram and was informed that she had a cancerous lump in her breast. 
"All in one afternoon my life did a 360-degree turn," she said. Fortunately, Singleton had practiced breast self
examination, and the lump was very small, about the size of a dime. 

By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

In the last issue of lnterCOM, the People Speak Out question 
dealt with young girls disposing of their newborn babies. Kim 
Wines, a 17-y~-old student at College of the Mainland, was not 
.available for questioning at the time, but has a strong stand on the 
issue since she had a baby during high school. 

"I can understand the fear, but I don't understand the excuses," 
Kim said. "A crime is a crime. It does not matter why you did it, 
it is still wrong." · 

Kim believes that young mothers who kill their babies should 
be forced to seek counseling; however, counseling should not 
replace their punishment. Faced with the challenges of being a 
teen-age mother, the option of aborting or abandoning the baby 
never crossed Kim's mind. "I knew deep down that it was wrong 
to kill a kid," Kim said. "No matter how scared you are, it doesn't 
excuse your actions." 

Kim, a nursing major at COM, is a Dickinson High School 
Cum Laude, National Honor Society graduate whose goal to 
graduate at the end of her junior year was disrupted by her preg
nancy. She did achieve her goal despite many obstacles. 

}n fall 1997, Kim (Schuster at the time) discovered that she 
was pregnant. Her boyfriend Josh Wines then decided to juggle 
his high school classes and acting, with a job that eventually led 
to two jobs. Kim on the other hand had to deal with morning 
sickness, her intense schedule that would allow her to graduate 
early, significant physical and emotional changes, and criticism 
from peers and teachers. 

"I didn't have much support from my family and friends," 
Kim said. "I was asked by people close to me if I was going to 
have an abortion, but I am completely pro-life. I don't believe 
there is any excuse for murder." 

During her pregnancy, Kim also had to deal with several health 
problems. "I was in the hospital for asthma, food poisoning and 
kidney stones." Kim's health problems forced her to miss many 
days of school which jeopardized her chances of receiving credit 
for her classes, credits she needed to graduate early. 

erect Kim's baby had kidney problems. Kim was then sent to 
University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston to enhance 
labor. "It was difficult to deal with emotionally," she said. But 
that was just the beginning. 

'"They used a drug called Ptossin through an IV to induce 
contractions. They broke my water at the same time." The level 
of her amniotic fluid was dangerously low which necessitated 
speeding up the birth. 

"I was in major pain, so I called for an epidural." The doctors 
tried to numb the area where the needle was injected with Ladicain 
but it failed to work. To add to her pain, the epidural also was 
ineffective, forcing her to endure the full force of labor pains. 

After his birth, Byron underwent several medical tests for the 
next three days. The doctors found an inflamed cyst on Byron's 
ureter which blocked urine from passing out of his body. His left 
kidney had to be removed because, had the cyst ruptured, it could 
have caused a life-threatening infection. Byron, who is now 6 
months old, is a healthy baby. 

"After the baby was born, I didn't know how I 

enough for reproduction. · 
After the operation the doctor can place a prosthetic testicle to make the patient's physical appear

ance normal. The patient experiences no loss of sexual sensation, Lizza said. Dr. Warren said some
times the loss of testosterone, which is created by the testicle, can affect the man's ability to have an , 
erection, but this can be solved with testosterone supplements. 

Lizza related his struggle with cancer to a nearly full house of attentive students. In 1986, Lizza was 
a nurse who often dealt with hernias and testicular cancer patients. 1n his spare time, he enjoyed 
surfing. As a surfer, he tended to wear spandex shorts which is how he first noticed an abnonnality of 
his testicles. After a self-examination, Lizza discovered a lump. He com;ulted a doctor who believed 
the Jump to be a lymph node abnormality. This is a common but impossible diagnosis because the 
testicles do not have any lymph nodes, he said. After reading many books about the cancer, he be
lieved he had testicular cancer. He immediately scheduled an appoinment. Upon the examination of 
a tissue sample, the lump was declared malignant, or cancerous, and smgery was scheduled. 

Lizza's surgery along with radiation treatment was a success. Although he lost the testicle, he is still 
alive. "It is very important that they (men) pay attention to their bodies and the signal they receive 
from their bodies," Lizza said. "I was in the best shape of my life." 

Carol Yarborough, another suivivor of breast cancer, who also spoke to the group. "I am one of the people 
who did not practice self-breast examination on a regular basis," she told the audience. "I felt like I was safe." 
She said that 75 percent of women who get br&.lst cancer have no risk factors. ''Don't think you 're immune," she 
warned. "In my heart I know I would've caught it earlier if I'd been doing breast self-examination. As it was, I 
caught it in a dream." Yarborough told how she actually dreamed that she found a tumor in her breast, and when 
she woke up, her hand was on the lump. · 

1brough chemotherapy treatment, she lost all her hair. "But I still had to shave my frickin' legs," she said. 
Over time, her hair grew back and the cancer subsided. 

So, how does a woman continue living with the knowledge that a deadly disease is growing inside her like 
this and may be spreading to an incurable degree? 

"I called people I knew that were breast cancer survivors," Singleton said. "It was just a matter of learning 
what was going on with me so I could cope. If you 're a woman, you're at risk for breast cancer period. Early 
diagnosis means a better survival. Having breast cancer doesn't mean your life is over. Leaming about the 
disease is the best way to fight it." 

would support it, pay for oollege and keep my mar
riage working," Kim said. "My social life was oom
pletely over." Cleavers don't represent modem family 

New COM Spanish course 
offered to native speakers 

A new Spanish course will be offered for the 
spring semester. 

In order to provide for his family, Josh joined the 
Anny in September and is stationed at Fort Knox, 
Ky.,forbootcamp. HewillreturnDec.18forChrist
mas leave after being separated from his family for 
more than three months. Then on Jan. 3 he will re
turn to complete boot camp, finishing up the last two 
weeks. After that he will be stationed in either Ger
many or-Fort Hood. 

By AMY K. PATLACH 
Assistant Editor 

Editor's Note: This is the second part in a three-part series on families. Part 
1 defined family. This part will compare the traditio11alAmerican family of 
the 1950s with todays American family. Part 3 will examille the influence of 
television on todays American family. 

When you think of any 1950s family, which one pops into your mind? For 
many it's Ozzie and Harriet or the Cleavers. Ward, June, Wally and the Beav 
epitomized the definition of the traditional American family. 

The Cleavers were a middle-class nuclear family-two parents and two 
children-with June's primary role as' wife and mother, and Ward's role as 
husband and breadwinner. A great many families idealized the Cleavers. They 
wei;e the measuring stick of nonnality. But The Marriage and Family Experi
ence, 7th edition, by Bryan Strong, Christine De Vault and Bamara W. Sayad, 

blended members, homosexual families, divorced parents with children or 
never-married parents with children. 

.Studies show families are changing. A 1996 study states the number of 
men, as well as the number of women, maintaining their families with no 
spouse present has more than doubled since 1970. Marriage says, ''Today, the 
child is just as likely to be living with a divorced parent as with a never
married parent." 

Another difference in today's American family is the role of the parents and 
children. The wife is not necessarily just a homemaker or mother. In most 
families the wife also is a career woman. The husband is not just the bread
winner but now takes a more active role in parenting. Today many men stay at 
home and work to take care of their children while their wives pursue careers 
or more education. 

SPAN 2313, Spanish for Native Speakers, is a 3 
hour credit class designed for those who speak Span
ish but do not read or write it well. 
• Composition, literature and grammar will be 
emphasized in this intermediate level course. 

This class may be of interest to people who were 
born and raised in Hispanic countries or Hispanic 
communities in the United States. 

Spanish Professor Tia Huggins will teach the new 
course. She also will teach two beginning Spanish 
oourses, one in the morning and one in the evening, 
as well as a second semester Spanish course. For 
more information, call Huggins at (409) 938-1211 
or toll-free (888) 258-8858, Ext. 353. 
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Teacher encourages 
students to use lab 
ByRODDRICKJOHNSON 
Staff Reporter 

Catherine Moran is in her second year teaching at Col
lege of the Mainland. She is an assistant professor of • 
developmental studies and teaches DEVR 0370, a de
velopmental reading course. She also is in charge of non
course remediation for reading and writing, and she 
manages the developmental reading and writing lab, 
which is located in the Learning Resources Center. 

The COM Board of Trustees granted Moran a full 
teaching position at their regular meeting Nov. 2. Moran 
said of her oolleagues, "Everyone here has been friendly 
and helpful." 

Of the lab Moran said: "I wish.that everyone knew 
about our lab. We have good hours." The lab is in Room 
l.r248, and any student may use it to type papers. "Stu
dents usually can find an open computer where people 
can type their papers," Moran said. Lab hours are 8 a.m. 
to 9:20 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays, Fridays 8 am. 
to 1 p.m., 3.{ld Saturdays 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Before coming to COM Moran taught at Santa Fe 
High School and Pearland Junior High School. She has 
also taught in Michigan and California. Moran, who 
started teaching in 1973, is in her 13th year of teaching. 

Moran grew up in Springfield, ill. She graduated from 
the University of Missouri in Columbia with a bachelor's 
degree and holds a master's degree from California State 
University in Chioo. 

Mor~, who likes to read and go to football games, 
has two sons and a daughter. Her husband, Tom, works 
for Solutia in Chocolate Bayou. They have lived in this 
area for eight years. 

j 
Catherine Moran assists Amber Morse, who is 
working on the Learning Plus Software In the 
developmental reading and writing lab, located 
on the second floor of the Learning Resources 
Center. (Photo by Rachel D~lanoix) 

Kim married her boyfriend Josh on May 3 of this year at the 
age of 16; Josh was 17. "On May 4, he turned 18. On May 5, I 
turned 17 and on May 9, I had the baby," Kim recollected. 

Although this last year has been extremely chal
lenging for Kim, she does not regret having her baby. 
She did achieve her goal of graduating early and was 
fortunate to walk across the stage to receive her di
ploma along with her husband and her 18-year-old 
sister. Kim and her husband live with her mother, 
brother and sister. She is a fuU-time college student, 
and both she and Byron rely on Josh's Army pay for 
living expenses. Also, she now has the support of 
her family and friends. 

· says this family exists more in the imagination than in reality. "It is the nuclear 
family wrapped up in nostalgia and inequality," Marriage explains. In reality, 
the traditional American family of the 1950s existed only in 1V Land. 

The role of children also is changing. Children are asked to take on more 
responsibilities today. Many adolescents have jobs at an earlier age, and in 
some cases work to support their parents and families. 

Families mold and remold themselves over time. The changes are due to 
economic strains and the progression of time. But one thing will always re
main oonstant-its function. Regardless of how much we change or the way 
we define a family, it will always teach and develop human beings across the 
life span. 

Great American Smokeout encourages smokers to quit 

On the Friday, the day before the birth of her son, Byron 
Alexander, Kim had a doctor's appoinment. The doctor informed 
her that she had gone into labor the night before, so he performed 
an ultrasound. As a result of the ultrasound, the doctor discov-

"Everybody loves him (Byron)," Kim said. Her 
friends and family au enjoy playing with the baby. 

"I believe everything happens for the good. You 
may not realize it during the hardship. You've got "to 
trust God because he knows what's best." 

Today's American family is quite different from the Cleavers. Today's fam
ily cannot be defined in just a few words because it is full of complexity. The 
makeup of the Am~rican family of today can be a nuclear family, a family of 

The American Cancer Society is enoouraging smokers to 
quit smoking Nov. 19, the Great American Smokeout. The 
Smokeout has been held annually since 1977. 

Cancer Society ·literature states, "Each year, more 
American's try to quit smoking on the day of the GreatAmeri-

can Smokeout than any other day of the year." 
The Cancer Society says, "If you can quit for one day, 

you 're that much closer to quitting for good." 
The American Cancer Society can be contacted at (800) 

ACS-2345 or at www.cancer.org. 

... 
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Campus Life 

Taylor Bell (left), the first place 8-ball winner, stands 
with third place 8-ball winner Jim Dandy. Along with 
24 other COM students, they competed at the GCIC 
Sports Day at Lee College Oct 15. Seven other col
leges were represented. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM racks up wins 
at GCIC Sports Day 
By RUSSELL KINCHLOW 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland student athletes came home win- . 
ners in several events at the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Con
ference SJX)rts Day hosted by Lee College in Baytown Oct.15. 

Chuong Vu won first place in table tennis, and Taylor Bell 
took first in 8-ball. Jim Bandy won third place in 8-ball, while 
Kevin Livingston won third in single's tennis. 

The COM basketball team won second place. Players were 
Thomas Allen, Russell Kinchlow, Jerry Sonnier and Thurman 
Thomas. 

"We were very proud of ti)e representation we had at SJX)rts 
Day," said Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recreational Pro
grams and Student Activities. "The only thing we didn't have 
representation in was racquetball. The student had a midterm 
and couldn't reschedule." 

Twenty-six COM students participated, competing in ten
nis, basketball, softball, volleyball, table tennis and 8-ball. 

GCIC SJX)rts Day is held in the fall and spring semesters 
with different colleges taking turns hosting the event. 

Colleges that participated in addition to COM and Lee were 
Wharton County, North Harris County, Galveston, BrazosJX)rt, 
San Jacinto and Kingwood. 

Foundation scholarships deadline Nov. 30 
By DANIEL M. DECKER 
Staff Photographer · 

The College of the Mainland Foundation is now offering five 
scholarships for the spring semester. The deadline to apply for 
these scholarships is Monday, Nov. 30. 

These scholarships include Alpha Tau Pi Women's Scholar
ship, available to women only and valued at $250; GED: "Jump 
Start" Scholarships for current year GED recipients, valued at 
$250; the Upton and Gloria Lackey Memorial Scholarship for 
Fine Arts, valued at $250 and available to a Dickinson High 

School graduate; the Joe Standley Scholarship, available to Crimi
nal Justice majors and valued at $300; and the Kevin E. Wilcox 
Memorial Scholarship, valued at $250 and available to physi
cally handicapped applicants. 

All of the scholarships offer only one award per semester ex
cept for the GED: "Jump Start" Scholarship, which offers seven 
awards. 

For more information and applications, visit the Resource 
Development Office in the Administration Building, Room A-
159, or call (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 
508. 

Needs competes in triathlon for 40th birthday 
ByRACHELDEIANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

What is the stereotypical idea of a suitable birthday gift for a 
woman turning 40? A nice set of towels, dishes, or perhaps even 
a blender? Maybe something for the garden? Or maybe a ro
mantic bottle of perfume? 

On Oct. 24, just three months after her 40th birthday, College 
of the Mainland physical education instructor Debbie Needs 
swam 2.4 miles, rode a bicycle 112 miles, and ran 26.2 miles in 
the Great Floridian Triathlon in Clermont, Fla., all in one day. It 
took her 15 hours and 45 minutes, coming ~ 11th for her age 
group. 

"It was my 40th birthday present to myself," Needs said. She 
trained seriously for eight weeks before the triathlon, but had 
been building up her strength since January. She has been in
volved in a local club called the Bay Area Triathletes for 10 
years. Six people from the club attended the competition in 
F1orida. Some of Needs' family came down from Pennsylvania 
to supJX)rt her in the race. 

The event, which took place at Lake Minneola, had 1,200 
participants. Needs entered the Iron Man category, which refers 
to the distances she had to cover. The participants had to abide 
by strict time limits. The race started at 7:30 a.m. with the swim. 
The run had to be finished by 1 a.m. 

For the night JX)rtion of the race, the participants were given 
glowsticks to carry as they ran three times around the lake. "All 
you saw were the glowsticks running in the dark," Needs said. 
"It was beautiful." 

She completed the Iron Man at 11:30 p.m., and that night 
"slept like a log." Needs has been an adjunct instructor at COM 

COM P.E. instructor Debbie Needs recently competed 
in the Great Floridian Triathlon in Clermont, Fla. She came 
in 11th for her age group. (Photo by Rachel Delanoix) 

since 1989, teaching Health and Fitness, and Weight Reduction 
and Maintenance. 

"I just thought I'd like to do something bigger for my birth
day," Needs said of her participation in the triathlon. 

Theater season kicks 
off with great success 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre has just begun its 
1998-1999 theater season. One Flew Over the Cuckoo Nest was 
the first play. 

The second play in the line-up, The Odd Couple, by Neil 
Simon, is a comedy in which Felix Unger, recently separated 
from his wife, and Oscar Madison divorced for several months, 
wind up as roommates in the same New Yorjc apartment. Since 
the two are diametrically opJX>site in personalify, their living ar
rangement soon comes to a head. This hilariously funny com
edy runs through Nov. 22. 

All My Sons, by Arthur Miller, set in 1948 is about Joe Keller, 
a manufacturer of defective airplane parts. He has been cleared 
of all charges, but his partner is serving a jail term. ''The play 
9eals with the aftermath," said MarkAdams, directorof the Arena 

, Theatre. The play is set to run Jan. 21 through Feb. 14. 
· BedroomFarce, by English playwright Alan Ayckbourn, isa 
comedy in whlch three merry couples live near an argumenative 
one. "A fourth couple is in the throes of an argument and in
vades each bedroom," Adams said. Bedroom Farce runs April 8 
through May 2. All auditions are held in the Arena Theatre and 
the times always are Sundays 1:30 p.m., and all other days 7 
p.m. Audition dates for Farce are Sunday, Jan. 24 and Monday, 
Jan. 25. 

A Southwest Premiere is "a show that's never been done be
fore," Adams said. "We do it before the Alley (Theatre)." It will 
run June 3 through June 27. Tryouts are Saturday, March 28, and 
Sunday, March 29. • 

Jerry Herman's Mame is a musical comedy about "10-y_ear 
old Patrick Dennis, who is put into the care of unconventional, 
flamboyant Auntie Mame in 1920s," Adams said. The show 
features the songs: "Open a New Window,'.' "We Need a Little 
Christmas,'' "Bosom Buddy" and "If He Walked Into My Life." 
The musical will be staged at the Arena Theatre. For the past five 
years musicals were performed at University of Houston-Clear 
Lake. Mame is scheduled to run July.29 to Aug. 29. Auditions 
are Saturday, May 2, Sunday;May 3, and Monday, May 4. ,. 

For more information, call the theater at ( 409) 938-1211 or 
toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 

COM students play 
in winning ska band 
Continued from Page 1--------

the finals in late January. The winner will go to Europe for 
a 2-city tour and world-wide competition. 

"I don't think success will change the band,'' Koerner 
said. "We've had various stages of success so far and the 
music hasn't changed. As we've been growing as musi
cians, our style has changed a bit to accommodate. It's 
changing me in that I have to practice more to take up the 
slack." 

The group originated in Texas City in February 1996 
with ortly four members, but soon collected friends and 
fellow musicians to grow into a 10-piece ensemble. Trom
bone player, David Evans, who plays in the COM Jazz 
Ensemble, said, "I was actually the lead singer's boss and 
he encouraged me to attend a practice. I've been with the 
group right at a year now." 

They came up with their name at Camelot Music in 
Mall of the Mainland. They had already decided they liked 
the idea of a secret agent or spy, when they passed a box 
of Alfred Hitchcock movies. It was a compilation of sev
eral videos and the eighth video in the box was the movie 
Secret Agent. From that came the name Secret Agent 8. 

Two of their original songs, "Dance The Night Away" 
and "Beer's OK,'' are featured on the ska music compila
tion CD Texas Ska Volwne 1 by Pinche Flojo Records. 
They recorded their _first full-length album in July at 

See Secret Page 7 
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Student Center focus 
ofstudents'concerns 
Continued from Page 3 -----------

Dean Pope is investigating the problem and has sent so~eone 
from the mainteance crew to do patchwork on the pipes. The 
workmen later plan "to smoke the lines" to detect any leaks that 
may have been missed. 

Another concern was the need for a new or a rennovated Stu
dent Center. Students conveyed their dislike for the existing setup 
saying they want a new 1V and more games. 

"I don't know that we will ever have a facility just called a 
Student Center," Dean Pratt responded. "I wonder if the pool 
room is worth having td begin with. Students need to be in class, 
and we have people in the room who don't even attend College 
of the Mainland." 

President Stanley explained the collegeJooked into rennovating 
the building several years ago, but the Board of Trustees would 
not back the $1.5 million endeavor. 

COM chemistry Professor Dr. Janet Hendrickson (center) leads students in an experiment on gas law during a 
summer chemistry lab. With her are students Melissa Ladd and Brian Alexander. (Photo by Elaine Rummel) 

Another issue brought up concerning the Student Center was 
the need for new chairs in the cafeteria area. Mitchell said, "The 
chairs (in the cafeteria area) need to be replaced because the legs 
are dangerously weak." Students cause this by leaning back in 
the chairs which eventually "just give out." Mitchell informed 
the president and the deans that several people already have fallen 
out of the chairs. 

Professor picks teaching over.industry 
Once again, the smoking policy was a topic of heated discus

sion. An angry student questioned why smoking was not per
mitted on campus. "This isa(COM) Board (ofTrustees)policy," 
President Stanley replied. "We just enforce it." The student ques
tioned him about lower enrollment due to the policy, and the 
president responded, 'The Board anticipated this might happen." 

By SHALLON FLEMING 
Managing Editor 

If making slime out of glue and soap out of animal fat appeals 
to your senses, Dr. Janet Hendrickson's general chemistry class 
may be just the course for you. 

The professor-who will apply for tenure before the College 
of the Mainland Board of Trustees SOOI}-also teaches an inor
ganic chemistry class for non-science majors. "Organic chemis
try is not math intensive;' she said. "Most-students say organic is 
harder. It depends on what you think is interesting." 
· Dr. Hendrickson didn't always plan on teaching how to make 

slime and soap. After graduating from the University of Colo
rado in Boulder with a doctorate, she went to work in the chemi
cal industry. Her first job in California lasted only eight days; 
then the company downsized. Next she found herself working 
at Du Pont in LaPorte, and before long she was teaching basic 
chemistry to lab technicians. "I found that more interesting than 
anything I was doing in my job," she said. "I really liked doing 
that, and that's why I started teaching full time." 

Secret Agent 8 
Continued from Page 6,-----------

SugarHill Recording Studios in Houston. The self-titled debut CD 
is avaliable on their independent label, 008 Records, and contains 
12 of the group's original compositions. 

Trumpet player JetIM. Conti said, "Recording at a professional 
studio really opened my eyes to the music industry." Of working 
with Grammy-nominated Dan Workman, who engineered 
and co-produced the project, he said, "His skill and ability to 
record was an amazing experience to witness." 

When he isn't singing for Secret Agent 8 and hearing young 
girls in the audience scream they love him, Will Frith takes classes 
at COM. He listed his reasons why people should buy the new 
CD: "One, to help the band. Two, it's actually pretty good. It's the 
one thing we've done that I've actually been really impressed 
with. Three, for their listening pleasure. It's got a good variety of 
different styles in it, so it's hard to get bored with it." 

Evans said the best thing about perfoming is the adrenaline 
rush. For Frith it's crowd reaction: "The better the crowd reacts, 
the better I feel. We're out there to please the audience and if the 
audience is pleased then we've got our job done." 

Conti, who also is taking classes at COM, sums up his dreams 
for the future: "I hope SecretAgent 8 gets where we deserve to be. 
Where that poinhnay be, I do not know. I am not asking or hoping 
for anything we do not deserve. I just want a fair chance." 

Other members of Secret Agent 8 include: Kenny Dickman, 
lead guitar; Zack Cayton, rhythm guitar; Jacob Gracia, bass; 
Chris Jensen, trombone; Benny Tamayo, drums; and Moses 
Cavazos, percussion and back-up vocals. 

Since shifting gears in mid-career, Dr. Hendrickson has taught 
at Clear Brook High School and part time at San Jacinto Col
lege. For the past three years she has taught full time at COM. 

"My students are delightful," she said. And even though the 
subject matter may be tough for some, they don't hold it against 
her. "I don't think they necessarily think I'm evil. They might 
see chemistry as evil, but they don't associate me with that." 

Dr. Hendrickson chose to work at COM because it allows her 
more time to teach. Compared to university professors who some
times teaeh i)ruy three hours 11 week,--the-fonnat of -a two-year 
college allows her more time with students. And although she 
would consider doing research in the future, she said, 'The bar
rier to it is having the access and equipment to do the research." 

Htr students won't face that problem, however, because in 
the fall Dr. Hendrickson's lab is being equipped with computers. 
'The computers should make it a lot easier because it will give 
them time to spend thinking about and designing the experi
ment," she said. They also should assist the students in collect
ing data, which Dr. Hendrickson can tell you is an important part 
of any experiment. 

The student then cited an incident of a COM police officer 
being caught smoking in the Cosmetology Complex in 
Appomattox Square. Dean Pratt said he had spoken to the police 
team, and the officer thought the cosmetology building was not 
part of the main campus. Dean Pratt said this problem has been 
corrected, and signs have been posted at the building stating it 
al$o..is a IDDJICCO-free area 

Another problem a student presented concerned her not being 
able to graduate in the spring due to classes she signed up for thi~ 
semester being canceled at the last minute. None of the adminis
trators responded. Another student added that he was disturbed 
that some classes are offered only once a year prohibiting stu
dents from graduating when they had previously planned. Dean 
Pratt responded, "Each team decides when classes are to be sched
uled." 

The next forum is scheduled for February during the spring 
semester. 

:; e In Demand! 
t • • • that Special Education. Bilingual, Secondary Math and 
· • •. · 1cc teachers arc in high demand? Become a certified teacher 

of Houston-Clear-Lake. and he in demand! 

UHCL Representatives will be 
on your campus - Voe. Tech Building 
December 2 • 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

• • . • s the country. there is an immediate demand and growing need 
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Math and Scienc 

uhject areas such as Special Education. Bilingual Education . 
•. " Future Teacher, April I 997. 
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i Education at UHCL. Jo soml'thing for your future. 
• ND! 

!. Open Registration begins January 11. For admissions Call now! Spring 
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Education advisi 

c Office of Enrollment Services at 281-283-2520. For School of 
g call 281-283-3600. 

University of Houston ~ Clear Lake 
E-mail: education@cl.uh.edu • Website: www.cl.uh.edu/soe 
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What's Happening 

Jazz Combo presents free concert 

The COM Jazz Combo performs a free 1-hour concert Oct. 27 In Room F-117 of the Fine Arts Building, 
followed by a peformance by the COM Jazz Ensemble. COM music professor Sparky Koerner (far right) 
directs the Combo: (from left) Brandon Diaz on drums; Phillipe Bocco on piano; Stephen Lopez on bass 
guitar; Latosha West on altosaxophone; Chad Fontenot on guitar; Aaron Koerner on trumpet; Allen Oliver 
on guitar (not shown); and Billy Cuchens on guitar. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Extra! Extra! Write all about it in InterCOM. 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

Have you ever wanted to create something that would have 
an instant audience? Have you ever wanted to accomplish a task 
that few would dare attempt? 

Then take the plunge with a College of the Mainland journal
ism class, COMM 1307, the begining journalism course, and 
become a staff reporter for the COM student newspaper, 
lnterCOM. 

No previous newspaper experience is required to "enlist," just 
the intense longing to write. · 

Besides the class, students also must register for the produc
tion lab, COMM 1129. Photographers and cartoonists are wel
come to take just the lab if they wish to do so. 

Students with prior experience can take one of the advanced 
courses. Call InterCOM adviser, Astrid H. Lowery, for details. 

The beginning class meets Mondays and Wednesdays 9:30-
12:20 p.m. in the Leaming Resources Center, Room L-246. The 
advanced classes meet together Mondays and Wednesdays 11-
1 :50 p.m. also in Room L-246, the newsroom. 

For more information call Lowery at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll
free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 314. You may also e-mail her at 
alowery@lcampus.mainland.cc.tx.us. 

Last day to withdraw without penalty Nov. 23 
The last day to withdraw from classes without penalty 

is Monday, Nov. 23. Any student wishing to drop a class 
must fill out a drop form in the Admissions Office. A grade 
of "W" will appear on the student's transcript instead of a 
letter grade. 

Only the student may withdraw himself or herself from 
a class; the instructor will not do it for a student. Students 
failing to appear in class may receive an F in the course. 
Merely not attending class does not indicate to the in
structor that the student has dropped. 

Nov.13 
OAAC Party @9 p.m. in Student Center 
The Odd Couple@S p.m: 

Nov.14 
The Odd Couple@S p.m. 

Nov. IS 
The Odd Couple@ 2:30 p.m. 

Nov.16 
Flu shots@ 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in SC 

Nov.17 
Multi-Cultural l.J.mch Fest@ 12:30 p.m. in SC 

Nov. 18 
3-_on-3 Basketball Tournament@ 2 p.m. in gym 
GCIC Sports Day @Armadilla Lanes in Pasadena 

Nov.19 
Money Management Workshop: "How to Score a 
4.0'"@12:30p.m.in L-131 

UpCOMing Events 
PTK Founder's Day Tree Dedication@ 12:30 p.m. Nov. 26-29 
The Odd Couple@S p.m. College closed for Thanksgiving Holidays 

Nov. 20 Dec. I 
77,e Odd Couple@S p.m. Spring telephone registration (for advised students 

only) and early registration begin 
Nov.21 
Texas Turkey Trot Fun Run/Walk@ 8:45 a.m. 
The Odd Couple@B p.m. 

Nov.22 
Last performance of The Odd Couple@ 2:30 p.m. 

Nov.23 
Last day to drop a class with a grade of"W" 

Nov.25 
Outdoor Club trip canoeing on the Rio Grande 
through Nov. 29 

Nov.26 
Thanksgiving Day 

Dec.8 
Holiday party for students@ 12:30 p.m. in SC 
3-on-3 \blleyball Toumament@6 p.m. in gym 

Dec.11 
Last day for Spring telephone registration 

Dec.14 
First day of Hanukkah 
Community Concert Band @8 p.m. in F-117 

!Re. IS 
COM Amigos Christmas Party @12:30 p.m. in L-252 
Jazz Ensemble@S p.m. in F-117 
Luanne Stovall's art exhibi~ Rhythm of tire Wheel, 
closes 

People Speak Out 
By RUSSELL KINCHLOW, Staff Reporter 
and RACHEL DELANOIX, Photographer 

Horror movies are filling theaters all over the 
country. In films such as Scream, I Know What You 
Did Last Summer, Urban Legends and Bride of 
Chucky, directors show excessive violence and 
graphic death scenes. As a result, InterCOM posed 
a question about the appropriateness of violent 
scenes and.their influence on society. We inquired: 
''How <lo you feel about the idea that viqlen.ce in 
the movies desensitizes us to death and why?" 

"I don't WJ(desensi
ti.zes us because decisions 
we make are mainly influ
enced by our peers rather 

. than the movies." 

Ryan Price: 
"It does desensitize; if you 
see a movie abc>ut some
thingvioleofoverandover, . 
it become$ common. But 
there is a big difference in 
movies and real life. There 
are no consequences in the 
movies, just in real life." 

.Ceci Trujllo: 
"{ think that it's in the indi
vidual. If they have morals 
it won't affect them. If 
they'rearounditsomuch,it 
might Youhav~totellthem 
it's fake." 

Jason Oliver: 
"I think it does influence 
some people, butnotevery
one. lt' s entertainment, un
less you're spme psycho." 

''I feel it does desensitize 
death. The sight of entrails 
being violently exposed 
leads to the acceptance of 
violence and pla~ little 
value on life." 

JoeySlfva: 
"l don't think it influences. 
people. Igrewupwatchi.Qg 
moviesJikethat.andlc,lon •1· 

go around hacldngpeople 
up. If anybody's' me$.ing 
up in the country it's the · 
President Whyshouldkids 
act right if he can't." 

Courtney Woods: 
''Movies are a form of en
tertainment and should be 
just that. You ?ID't blame 
movies and other fonns of 
entertainment for kids go
ing and killing people;" 

Travis Lewis: 
"I believe movies add to 
people committing violent 
crimes, but most of the 
people who commit vio
lent crimes are crazy." 
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Three-part family series concludes 
SeePageS 

InterCOM staff shares Christmas Memories 
SeePage6 &7 
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Holiday Party feat11:res carol sing-off 
Methane gas leak 
proble.m continues 
By TORRIE MICKENS, Staff Reporter 
and AMY K. PATIACH, Managing Editor 

College of. the Mainland is still trying to correct the 
methane gas leak in the Student Center. Students, faculty 
and staff were reminded of the leak during the November 
Student Concerns Forum held in the Student Center. The 
methane gas leak has been mentioned at previous forums . 

. During the November forum, Student Center Coordi
nator Beverly Mitchell told President Larry L. Stanley 
and deans Henry D. Pope and Alex Pratt the leak had been 
present for some time and expressed her concern at its se
verity. The odor she said is very strong. Mitchell and other 
COM employees have gone home sick because of it. 

"Methane is a sewer gas brought about from stagnated 
water and filth," Mitchell said. "The plumbing system here 
is very old. We use an air handler-style system, and when 
the gases erupt, what you end up having is the air han
dlers picking up the smell. And it shoots it through the 
vents into our office area, which is the reason the gas has 
been circulating through the Student Center." 

Mitchell said the gas has been leaking in the Student 
Center for more than two years, but has progressed over 
the past six months due to serious buildup within the pipes. 

(From·left) Jenna Contenta, Kim Clendenen, Rachel Delanolx, Mlrla 
first few words of a Chrlst~as tune In the Christmas Carol Slng-O 
winners The sing-off was part of thethe COM Holiday Party held In t 
four or five people were pitted against each other to see which tea 

Harolds and Amy Wrlgbt sing the 
In which they were the first place 
e Student Center Dec. 8. Teams of 
knew the most Christmas carols. 

Dr. Pope agreed that the gas has been a problem. "We've 
replaced pipes and replaced pipes," he said. "It's a con
tinuous problem. It will abate and will come back." He 
added that the pipes are deteriorating due to age and that 
when a problem occurs, it is never in the same place. 

Each team only had to sing one line of each song. · (Photo by Maryann Urick) 
"Those who are affected most (by the gas) are the people 

See SC pipes Pag~ 3 

Students thrilled 
with registration 
By AMY K. PATIACH 
Managing Editor 

It's been smooth sailing with early registration. 
Ask any of the 1,060 students who have already 
registered for the spring semester at College of the 
Mainland. 

"It happend too fast ... I couldn't believe it was 
simple," one student told Professor Larry D. 
Griffith, member of the Registration Advisory · 
Committee, in response to COM's revamped 
method for early registration. 

At the close of early on-campus registration, Dec. 
11, Griffith said, "We have registered a total of 
1,060 students by 4:30 p.m." This figure includes 
students who registered by telephone as well as 
students who registered in person. 

On-campus registration began Dec. 1 and ended 
Dec. 11, while phone registration continues through 
Jan. 8. Students who do not pay their fees by ian. 
8 will be dropped from classes. 

Telephone registration will resume for late on
campus registration Jan. 11 and 12, with payment 

See Early Page 5 

Spri . g move in slated for· career center 

College of t e Mainland is one of four colleges along 
with San Jaci o College, Houston Community College 
and Collin Cou ty Community College to offer a Fire Pro
tection Techno ogy Program, but COM's will be differ-· 
ent. Next year OM will have the only program- with "a 
completely edicated 
building," s id Cecil 
Arnold, direc or of the 
Fire Protectio Technol
ogy Program. 

across from the main entrance of COM at Amburn Road. 
After the expiration of the eight-year lease, the "build

ing and property will be deeded over (to COM)," said Dr. 
Henry D. Pope, dean of College and Financial Services. 

The city of Texas City will own the building until the 
lease expires, explained Bob Kostelecky, director of the 
COM Physical Plant. 

See New Page 3 

In a joint p rtnership 
with the city of exas City, 
COM will ove ee the fire 
technology pro ram in the 
Public Servi Careers 
Building as a service to 
both the Texa City Fire 
Department a students 
interested in mergency 
Medical Servic fields and 
fire fighting, re pectively. 

The Public ervice Ca
reers Building is located 
next door to th Texas De
partment of Pu lie Safety 

Construction continues on the Texas City Fire Department building In foreground while 
finishing touches are being made to the Public Service Careers Building on right across 
from the COM ·main entrance. The public careers building, which will house COM's 
fire technology and EMS programs, Is slated to be completed Dec. 19, but move-in will 
not take place until sometime In the spring semester. (Photo. by Daniel M. Decker) 
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Editorials/News 

Laura Higgins, a teacher In the COM Child Devel
opment Lab, and some of her 3 1/2-year-old stu
dents from the Yellow Room stop by the journal
ism classroom on an early December tour of the 
campus to see Christmas trees. (From left) Veronica 
Lopez, Miranda Bage, Joy Hunter, Elizabeth Luna, 
Queauna Ray and Marrah Smith-Valverde Indicate 
their age with their fingers. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Letter to the Editor 

Campus child care 
praised by student 
Dear Editor, 

My child, John-Michael (6 months old), attends the 
COM Day Care Program. His teacher is Ms. Bonnie 
(Mitchell), who is a wonderful, thoughtful and loving 
care giver. I believe that the COM Day Care Program 
deserves positive recognition for all their efforts. Ms. 
Kay (Magee) greets each and everyone with a smile 
and calls each child by name. It is also important to 
recognize the newly appointed director, Ms. Ann 
(Wilcox). The center appears poised and ready to 
provide superior child care. It gives me peace of 
mind knowing my son is in good hands. Please print 
this letter. They need to know that a "new mother" 
appreciates their caring ways. 
Thank you, 
Karen W. Sadleir, COM Nursing Student 

/nterCOM welcomes all letters to the Editor. Please 
make letters brief and to the point. All letters should 
include a name and daytime telephone number for 
verification. We reserve the right to edit all letters for 
length, grammar, spelling and libelous content. 
letters to the Editor will be printed on a space
available basis. 

New credit, non-credit courses offered 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Managing Editor 

In a never ending attempt to stay a step ahead of the 
newest technology and students needs College of the 
Mainland will offer several new credit and non-credit 
courses this spring. They range from English on the 
Internet to Introduction to JAVA. 

BIOL 2416.21, Genetics, will be taught by Dr. Pat 
Brown. Students will learn the principles of inheritance, 
analyze inheritance patterns and use modem molecular 
techniques to analyze DNA and protein. 

ENGL 1302.33, Introduction to Literature, will be 
taught online by Kathye Bergin. The course description 
is still the same. Students will send assignments to Bergin 
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via e-mail. Class di~cussions will be done on a discussion 
board at each student's convenience. Students registering 
for this course should have access to the Internet and e
mail. 

ENGL 2354.01, Special Literary Topics, taught by Dr. 
Andrew Nelson, will investigate the literature of Texas. 

MATH 0310 and MATH 0320 introduces a new devel
opmental component, Interactive Mathematics by Com
puter. Students will be guided through interactive lessons 
on the computer by an instructor. Each student works at 
his own pace. The math is presented in an animated and 
engaging way using multimedia materials. The courses 
also were offered this fall. 

PSYC 2312.01, Psychology of Success, is designed to 
assist students with life and academic goals. Students will 
becomed skilled in critical thinking, time and study man
agement, memory improvement, career and resources in
vestigation, interpersonal relationships and cultural diver
sity. No prerequisites are required which gives develop
mental students more course options. 

SPAN 2313, Spanish for Native Speakers, taught by 
• Tia HJ.iggins will accommodate students who speak Span
ish, but do not read or write it well. Composition, litera
ture and grammar will be emphasized. 

Non-credit Medical Terminology (Continuing Educa
tion) will be taught by James Price beginning Feb. 2 and 
ending April 15. This is a course in the study of roots, 
suffixes and prefixes of medical terminology to develop 
a 11,000 word medical vocabulary for the medical office 
professionaL 

Non-credit Introduction to JAVA (Continuing Educa
tion) will be taught by Harry Hanson. This course begins 
Jan. 30 and ends Feb. 20. It is a brief introduction to the 
JAVA programming language utilizing Microsoft Visual 
J++, which has recently been created. 

Students who are not TASP liable, have no holds and a 
grade point average of 1.5 or better can register for these 
class~s by phone through Jan. 8 (payment must be made 
by noon Jan. 8) or during regular registration which is 
Jan. 5 and 6. 

For questions regarding these courses or registration 
contact the Admissions Office at (409) 938-9211 or toll
free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 264. 

Student deplores 
course evaluations 

AmyK. 
Patlach 

I sat in class· the other day, utterly annoyed, while my 
instuctor passed out the Cqllege of the Mainland 
Instuctor/Course Evaluation Form. "Not again!" I 
thought. I absolutely detest those darn forms with every 
bone in my body and fiber of my being. 

I find them a waste of valuable class time--especially 
so close to finals. The last thing I want to do is fill out 
some freakin' form about whether or not I feel my 
instructor's "use of vocabulary is understandable, yet 
challenging?" 

Or does my instructor have a "tendency to demon
strate knowledge in the field of study?" My response: I 
sure as well hope so. If he didn't have the knowledge, I 
would_ hope COM wouldn't allow him to teach the 
course. Why would I sit in any class where I thought my 
instructor dido 't know anything about the subject? 

I realize COM is trying to make sure the instructors 
are "up to snuff' so to speak, but please don't insult us 
students with these mindless questions. Open-ended 
questions almost always merit a better response. 

Tell me this: What does COM do with all this infor
mation once it's been gathered? I haven't seen any 
results, tabulations or proof that these evaluations are a 
good method of judging courses or instructors. To be 
really honest, I just mark straight down the line. I think, 
"OK. Questions 6-36 mark letter 'A'." I won't even read 
the questions. I hate them. And so do many others. 

How can these evaluations accurately and adequately 
judge the education a student receives from this institu
tion? What if a student hates an instructor and totally 
bashes him on the evaluation, strictly due to a personal 
bias regardless of the instructor's skill or competence? 

I believe that the true test of a class' success should .be 
determined by various factors. One is to look at the class 
enrollment from the beginning of the semester to the 
end. What percentage of the original enrollment com
pleted the course? Two, of those who completed the 
course, how many finished with a satisfactory grade or 
better? And three, what reasons did those who withdrew 
from the course give for leaving? 

I would really like to see all of the academic teams set 
up volunteer discussion groups with their students to 
talk about classes and possible modifications of those 
classes. This might prove beneficial to both teachers and 
students, much like the Student Concerns Forum. Such 
discussions could be more specific than 30 canned 
questions. The group interaction would lead to pinpoint
ing more specific problems. 

I laugh every time I read the closing statement on the 
blue evaluation forms: "Thank you for helping us 
maintain the highest standard possible for your educa
tion." Yeah, right! I sometimes feel COM's standards 
aren't terribly high. 

What·exactly is COM's standard for education? The 
college has no academic probation or suspension. 
Instead it has a "scholastic referral policy" to help 
students devise a plan for improving their grades and 
tracking their progress. The 1998-99 college catalog 
reads: "College of the Mainland's policy is not to 
suspend or dismiss students for lack of academic 
progress. Students are expected to increase their efforts 
and to receive additional educational support in order to 
succeed academically." 

So, to all of you who have taken the time to read this, 
I'd like to thank you for allowing me to express my 
feelings about how COM is trying to maintain the 
highest standards possible for our education. 



New center to house 
public service classes 
Continued from Page 1------------

Kostelecky said the building is slated to be ''substan
tially completed" by Dec. 19; however, classes will not be 
taught there until midway through the spring semester. 
Kostelecky estimates that it will be late February before 
any classes will be held in the new building. Those classes 
will start in either the TechnicalNocational Building or in 
Auto Diesel on campus and will be moved into the new 
building when it is ready. 

There may not be room for all of the fire technology 
classes and Criminal Justice Program classes in the new 
building, Arnold said. The classes that cannot be moved 
will remain in their present location. 

The Public Service Careers Building will provide "easier 
access to respond to emergency situations," Arnold said. 
"It was a natural step for the (Texas City) fire department." 

COM also offers a Criminal Justice Program which ties 
into the fire technology program. Police work closely with 
firemen and medics in many cases, Arnold said. In addi
tion, police just as paramedics and firemen, regularly work 
in dangerous environments. This has caused a bonding 
effect. "There's a brotherhood involved," Arnold said, due 
to the hazardous nature of their job descriptions. 

SC pipes smoked 
over winter break 
Continued from Page 1--------

upstairs because they share the same aii:handler sys
tem," Mitchell said. "Every time the gas leaks down
stairs, it also leaks upstairs in the Counseling and 
Testing Center. 

Because of the methane leak, Mitchell has had to 
miss work. "I suffered from light-headedness and 
regurgitating allergic reactions. Many times it was 
hard for me to breathe because the concentration of 
the gas leak was so heavy it was almost like a wall 
of stench." 

"Bob Kostelecky ( COM Physical Plant director) 
and Trey Industries (Texas City) have been work
ing on the problem and so far it has been produc
tive," Mitchell said. "The odor has become lighter." 

Kostelecky had originally planned to smoke test 
the pipes during the Thanksgiving holidays, but now 
plans to do the test during the Christmas holidays. 
The building must be empty to do the test. · 
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The cartoon above was drawn by Brad Stevenson, a former COM student and lnterCOM staffer, who is an Applied Design 
and Visual Arts major at the University of Houston-Clear Lake. He is set to graduate in May 1999 and plans a career in 
graphic arts. However, he first will attend graduate school at either UHCL or the University of Texas in Denton. Stevenson is 
an award-winning illustrator and has been published in UHCL student publications, the UHCLIDIAN and Bayoushpere. 

Math for Liberal Arts likely Summer I 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

Math anxiety has become a common phrase because so 
many students have a deep fear of math. This fear has 
followed them from grade school all the way to college. 

A Math for Liberal Arts class is in the works at College 
of the Mainland as a result of complaints by students who 
feel they do not have a need for math and have had trouble 
su~essfully completing their math courses as well as their 
degree plans. 

"I had Ihany students whpse goals for career and fam
ily economic support were being held back because they 
were completing their degree plans, but were unable to ... 
pass college algebra," said Dr. Marty Caylor, sociology 
professor, and a major supporter of the course. 

Dr. Caylor, along with COM's administration and sev
eral professors, have been spearheading the Math for Lib
eral Arts project and had hopes of offering the planned 
course.this spring semester. Unfortunately, the course will 

not be taught until the summer semester, said math Pro
fessor Leslie Richardson. Richardson said acting Dean 
Alex Pratt wants this course in place by the summer ses
sions. 

This course will be offered to those students who are 
majoring in areas such as social science, criminal justice 
and fire protection technology and do not believe that col
lege algebra, MATH 1314, is a necessity for their profes
sion. 

The Math for Liberal Arts course is an alternative for 
the MATH 1314, course required for many degree plans; 
however, students who change their major to pursue a de
gree in math or science must then take college algebra. In 
the spring semester, information will go out telling who 
is eligible for the new course. 

The course will be transferable to University of Hous
ton-Downtown and the University of Houston-Clear Lake. 

For more information about Math for Liberal Arts, con
tact the COM rriath team at (409) 938-1211, or toll-free 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 606. 

Furby freaks fight for furballs first thing.Friday 

He's cute, he's hairy and he's the hottest thing going. 
He's also playing hard to get. And mothers (and fathers) 
all over the country are pursuing him with a zeal rarely 
seen. 

He's not a gorgeous actor. He's not a flashy pop star. 
He's not a hunky model. He's a 6-inch tall, talking ball of 
fur that almost every child in the country is expecting to 
see under the Christmas tree this year. 

Yes, Furby, like his yesteryear counterparts, the 
Cabbage Patch Doll and Tickle Me Elmo, is all the rage 
this year. 

And he is just as difficult to find as they were, if not 
more so. 

The first time I heard about this little dynamo of 
marketing, was when I covered the telephone while the 

regular operator was on break at the super store where.I 
work as a salesclerk when I'm not typesetting for the 
lnterCOM. As she left she told me that if anyone called 
for the toy department asking about Furbys, to tell them 
the store was sold out. l had never even heard of Furbys 
and a quarter of the calls I fielded in that 15 minutes 
were from parents trying to wrangle one of the little 
creatures. 

Since then the Furby zealots call as early as possible, 
every morning, to see if that elusive little furball has 
arrived with the overnight freight. The frenzy for Furbys 
has made intelligent, rational adults act like screaming 
lunatics. One example is the man who hit a woman-a 
perfect stranger..:.....early in the morning the Friday after 
Thanksgiving at the store where I work. Rumor has it 
she was in possession of more then the one-Furby-per
person limit. Rumor was my only source since I refused 
to venture anywhere near the toy department that day. I 
was terrified of being attacked by Furby-hungry parents. 

Another evidence of this insanity is that people are 
even buying Furbys over the Internet and through 
newspaper classifieds. They are paying hundreds and 
hundreds of dollars for a toy which retails for about $30. 

What is the re~ard for the parents who actually 
manage to get a Furby? Many children are going to take 
the Furby out of the box, play with it for a few days, 
perhaps weeks, at the most a few months, and then cast 
it aside. 

Then there will be the parents who will be left 
Furby less on Christmas morning. Victims of an industry 
that engineers a craze through heavy advertising for a 
product and limited quantities supplied to retailers. 

Then there is the dilemma one of my relatives.faces. 
Two little Furby-hungry girls and only one Furby. 

When all is said and done, I hope these people 
suffering Furby madness haven't forgotten an important 
fact in their relentless pursuit of these silly little toys 
they believe they must give their children-the gifts 
exchanged at Christmas are symbolic. They represent the 
gifts given to baby Jesus by the Magi and the gift God 
gave humankind by giving his son so they could receive 
everlasting life. 

Next year the Furby will be at the bottom of the 
toybox with the Cabbage Patch Kid and Elmo. Is it 
really worth the headaches, the frayed tempers, the 
physical abuse, the exorbitant prices? 
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High schoolers earn cosmetology credits 
By DANIEL M. DECKER, 
Staff Photographer 

College of the Mainland offers a.~osmeotology class 
to high school students which allows them to acquire 
some college hours. Presently, 18 Santa Fe and 
Hitchcock high school students are concurrently en
rolled in high school and the COM Cosmetology Pro
gram. 

On Nov. 17, COM participated in the Santa Fe High 
School College Career Day and was represented in 
various areas including Student Financial Aid, diesel/ 
automotive, journalism and Spanish. 

Other enterprises represented at Career Day included 
local news papers, radio stations, Army and Navy re
cruiters, dentists and small businesses. 

The COM Cosmetology Program set up a display 
and demonstration "to _spread awareness," said Ellen 
Johnson, professor of cosmetology. 

Her students showed off their talents by styling visi
tors' hair free of charge. Hair styles also were demon
strated on mannequin heads. 

Johnson said COM offers the dual enrollment classes 
to high school students who know that they want to 
enter the cosmetology field. They then can get a job 
immediately after high school. 

Students can begin taking cosmetology classes part
time in their in high school junior year, she said. The 
program takes part-time students six semesters to com
plete, taking eight hours per semester. When they fin
ish high school, they already will have their certifi
cate and be eligible for employment. 

Full-time cosmetology students are on a 16-credit 
hour schedule and can complete their certificates in 
three semesters. 

For more information about the Cosmetology Pro-

COM cosmetology student Linda Aguilar gives 
Santa Fe High Schooler Seiko Koguchi a new look 
at the Santa Fe High School College Career Day 
Nov. 17. In back Is Santa Fe High School student 
Amy Tedder. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

gram, contact Connie Foster or Johnson and Pamela 
Jones and Johnson at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 482 and 481, respectively. 

COM Bookstore buys back used texts 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

With the spring semester right around the corner, the 
College of the Mainland Bookstore will begin buying back 
used books Dec. 14 to 18, and Jan. 4 to 8. 

Texts, not including workbooks, will be bought pack 
for one-half the purchase price. All books must be in a 
fair condition; for example, they should not have any torn 

Spring registration begins, 
payment deadline Jan. ·s 

The winter holidays and the spring semester are 
coming sooner than you think. College of the Main
land will be closed from Dec. 20.-Jan. 3. Spring 
semester classes begin Jan. 11. If you didn't par
ticipate in early registration, which ran Dec. 1 
through Dec. 11, you will need to register during 
regular registration fan. 5 and 6. 

Telephone registration which began Dec. 1 will 
continue through Jan. 8. Fee payment must be made 
by noon Jan. 8 or you will be dropped from classes. 

To register by phone dial ( 409) 935-8900 and 
carefully follow each instruction. Fliers with instruc
tions for phone registration are available in the Ad
ministration Building. 

For eligible returning students who want to by
pass long lines and the stress of scheduling classes 
in person, telephone registration is the ideal alter
native. If your attempt to register by phone fails the 
first time, try again or call Admissions at ( 409) 938-
1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 266. 

or missing pages, excessive writing, food or water stains, 
or severe spine damage. 

It is not necessary to bring a receipt or schedule to sell 
back books. 

Students who pay their entire tuition and fees before 
noon of Jan. 8, will receive a one-time 5 percent discount 
at the bookstore when presenting their receipts. 

For more information contact the COM Bookstore at 
( 409) 938-1211 or toll-free at (888) 258-8859, Ext._ 239. 

-Sexual harassment 
threatens everyone 
By RODDRICK JOHNSON 
Staff Reporter 

Have you ever felt you have been sexually harassed by 
anoth~r student or even a teacher at College of the Main
land? If you think you have, help is available. 

But what is sexual harassment? 
Sexual harassment is a form of sex discrimination that 

violates local, state and federal law if it takes place in the 
workplace. It can include unwelcome sexual advances, 
unwelcome requests or unwanted touching or grabbing, 
according to the pamphlet About Sexual Harassment in 
the Workplace, available in .the COM Counseling and 
Testing Center located on the second floor of the Student 
Center. 

Although sexual harassment affects both men and 
women, in most instances, it involves a man sexually ha
rassing a woman_. However, sexual harassment-can also 
be a woman harassing a man, a woman harassing a woman 
or a man harassing a man. 

Sexual harassment can result in emotional and physi
cal pain, and can cause personal and financial problems. 
It can also take many forms. 

Some possible forms of sexual harassment can include 
verbal threats or insults, pressure for dates or offensive 
jokes or teasing. It can be sexual harassment if someone 
continues to ask you for a date even if you've already 
refused. 

Sexual harassment can be physical cornering or trap
ping, or pinching and grabbing. It may even be habitually 
brushing up against you in sensitive areas. 

If you are experiencing sexual harassment at COM, sev
eral people can help you. One person to call is Dr. Will
iam T. Spillar, a COM advisement counselor, who is the 
student advocate. He may be reached at Ext. 215. 

Students can also go to acting Dean Alex Pratt. Pratt 
may be reached through his secretary at Ext. 229. If you 
feel uncomfortable_ talking to either man, you may con
tact counselors Althea Choates and Ler_oy August in the 
Counseling Center or you may call them at Exts. 320 and 
287, respectively. 

Another person to contact is· Suzzanne Gust-Thomason, 
director of Human Resources. Her extension is 269. 

From off-campus, call tht: college at ( 409) 938-1211 or 
toll-free at (888) 258-8859. 

If you feel you're not receiving enough help at COM 
dealing with your sexual harassment problem, you may 
contact the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission 
toll-free at (800) 669-4000. 

PTK member Misty 
Wilken paints a 
design on Hannah 
Anzaldua's face at 
the PTK Christmas 
Festival Sunday, 
Dec. 6. The festival 
was held in front of 
the library alid 
offered a variety of 
games for children. 
In addition to face 
painting, the 
activities offered 
were a cake walk, 
bean bag toss, 
lollipop tree and 
sand art. PTK also 
raffled one turkey 
dinner and two 
turkeys. (Photo by 
Daniel M. Decker) 



Fairs fund scholarships 
ByRODDRICKJOHNSON 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
sponsored two book fairs, one on Nov. 11 and the other 
on Nov. 24, in the TechnicalNocational Building. The 
books sold at 40 to 70 percent of retail prices. The two 
fairs offered many different kinds of books on subjects 
such as education, general interest, children's topics and 
cooking as well as best sellers. The Nov. 11 book fair 
raised $152 and the Nov. 24 book fair raised $94. 

Ten percent of the books sold went to SAB scholar
ships. SAB gives out two $200 and three $100 scholar
ships each semester. The scholarships go to the five stu
dents who put in the most time for conducting SAB ac
tivities for students. 

For more information about SAB, contact SAB sponsor 
Urick at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free at (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 418. 

RSVP hosts flu shot project 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

The Retired and Senior Volunteer Progrllm of Galveston 
County hosted the RSVP Flu Shot Project administered 
by the Galveston County Health District in the College of 
the Mainland Student Center Nov. 16. 

Three hundred seventy-seven people including a com
bination of COM students, faculty, staff and_ community 
members received flu shots. The cost was $5 or free to 
those eligible for Medicare. Approximately half of the 
recipients were medicare eligible said Olda Perez, RSVP 
volunteer coordinator. 

People aged 65 and above are at a higher risk of seri
ous illnes or death resulting from influenza and pneumo
nia. Therefore, according to the Texas Department of 
Health, they should also obtain pneumonia shots. These 
shots are offered when receiving flu shots. 

Those who missed getting the flu shots can obtain them 
from their physician or from local health clinics. 
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Betty Pollfka, fine arts professor (left), advises Ginger Robinson during early on-campus registration in the 
COM Administration Building, Dec. 1-Dec. 11. Due to telephone registration which began Dec. 1, the lines for 
registering in person were short. The Registration Advisory Committee totally revamped the process allowing 
the registration of 1,060 students by 4:30 p.m. Dec. 11 successful. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Early registration running sinoothly 
Continued from Page 1-----------

due Jan. 13. 
_ Griffith, who teaches thermal technology, explained that 

early registration for the spring semester was only avail
able to students for 10 days as opposed to the 24 days for 
the fall semester. He also said, "We only need 71 more 
students to register to match the numbers for early regis
tration last semester." Since phone registration is con
tinuing through Jan. 8, surpassing that number is a possi
bility. Regular on-campus registration is Jan. 5 and 6. 

Griffith, who was a constant sight at the registration 
tables, produced a daily report on the numbers complete 

with a graph and student cqmments. 
Some of the students who spoke to Griffith attributed 

the success of early regr.1tration to bejng able to register 
by phone. "Wonderful! No other way but by phone. Five 
minutes and you're registered before you go to work in . 
the morning," said one student. 

But it's not just students praising early registration. A 
program assistant was heard to say, "This is really work
ing ... I think it's great!" 

The lines to register in person were almost non-exis
tent, Griffith said. On average, COM registered approxi-
mately 100 students a day. · 

Boob tube defines, shapes families across country 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Managing Editor 

Editor's Note: This is the final part in a three-part se
ries on families. Part 1 defined family. Part 2 compared 
the traditiQnaLAmericanfamily of the 1950s with today's 
American family. This part will discuss the influence of 
television on· today's American family. 

Many families today spend their "quality" time together 
vegged out in front of the TV set. It's absolutely amazing 
that this 1940s creation which became popular in the 
1950s is the primary source of entertainment today. The 
television is our news source, our entertainment and our 
baby sitter. 

Since it was introduced to our society, television has 
and will continue to socialize us and our children in ways 
we never imagined. But whom can we blame? "In most 
American households, the television is on at least seven 
hours each day," write the authors ·of The Marriage and 
Family Experience, 7th edition, Bryan Strong, Christine 
DeVault and Barbara W. Sayad. Marriage also says the 
only other activity that occupies more of a child's or 
adolescent's time is sleep. 

So what are children learning from television? Many 
things. Programs such as Sesame Street and Barney teach 
children how to read and count, learn shapes and colors, 
and share. Other shows, s~ch as The Cosby Show, Moesha 
and Full House teach viewers about life problems and 
ways to correct them in a simplistic manner. Programs 
such as King of the Hill, Roseanne and Grace Under Fire 
depict the struggle most blue collar families undergo. 

But it's programs such as South Park, Ren and Stimpy 

and Beavis and Butthead that keep children glued to TV 
sets across the country. Their violent antics and demented 
humor is entertaining to this culture. 

But what kind of message does it send? Sen. Herb Kohl, 
D-Wis., said, "TV causes ... serious and pervasive violence 
in normal...youngsters who watch TV attentively and 
regularly. What results from this psychic abuse is the im
poverishment of personality and the trivialization oflife." 
• Children are easily influenced by the TV programs they 
watch. In mid-November a Houston television-news sta
tion did a special piece on the effects of TV on children. 
The station set up an observational experiment using a 
group of children and a television. The station showed 
children shows such as the Mighty Morphin Power Rang
ers and Big Bad Beetle Borgs. The 
station reported that the children 
watching the programs were 
mimicing the characters on the tele
vision. Both boys and girls were 
throwing punches and kicking each 
other. 

the cast of Frasier. We want clean skin like Party of Five 
actress Jennifer Love Hewitt. 

But these are not the only influences TV has over us. In 
some ways it has made our lives much easier. Church ser
vices are available to us in rhe comfort of our own homeS
via television. Shopping can be done 24 hours a day. You 
watch the latest blockbusters without even going to th~ 
theater or video store. You can even take defensive driv
ing at home. In some places children sit with headphones 
on while they are taught by TV teachers. , 

The impact television has had on American families 
today is inconceivable. It has become a necessity in most 
households. Television has and will continue to shape and 
mold the lives of American families. 

But children aren't the only ones 
influenced by television. Many res
taurants and bars make most of their 
money on nights when gambs are 
on. It is the football and basketball 
games on TV and cheap prices of 
food and beverages that drive them 

Lunch specials and 
$1.99 margaritas 

into the restaurants. · 
TV celebrities endorse the cloth

es we buy and the shoes we wear. 
We "want to be like Mike" with our 
Nikes·. We want to drink milk like 

Monday through Friday 
11 a.m. - 3 p.rn 

Located behind Esteban'• 
Cafe and Cantina 

402 w. MainStreet 

(281) 332-4195 
Fax (281) 332-8556 

League~ TX T/573 
(281)33-BRICX 
(281) 332-7425 
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Merry Christmas from InterCOM 

Christmas is a magical time that evokes memories of holidays past. Whether it is receiving the perfect gift, 
spending time with loved ones, singing carols, trimming the tree, or overind~lging on Christmas dinner, al
most everyone has a favorite memory. 

Each year the lnterCOM staff shares our Christmas memories. We hope you enjoy reading them and that 
they bring your favorite Christmas moment to mind. 
' , . ." ._ 

My favorite Christmas memory is when I was about 
8 years old. I had retired to bed early the night of Dec. 
24, with dreams of castles in the air. 

I arose early the next morning and with visions of 
glory, raced for the star-crested Christmas tree. A 
glorious sight awaited me. Before my eyes was the 
angelic Christmas tree, with presents.piled around it. 
But what caught my eye was the large train cruising 
around the tree. The engine was pulling a coal car and 
a 'i'boose. It was the most awesome present I received 
tbet Christmas. 

- by Steve Pifer 

Russell shows off a car he received for 
Christmas. 

asters of the Universe fulfill Christmas desires 

Despite fears, first Texas Christmas comes 
'Tis the season to be jolly, or is it? Regardless of the circumstances, the holiday season must go on. For 

some, Christmas is a time to spend with their families and friends. But what would you do if you thought there 
wouldn't be time to get ready to celebrate Christmas? 

My most memorable Christmas season has to be my arrival in the great state of Texas from Los Angeles in 
the winter of 1990. Being a young but very bright kid of 11, our move from a major city to the small suburb of 
League City seemed like an adventure. However, because everything seemed to be put on a major hold during 
our move, my Christmas season was almost ruined that year. · · 

First of all, my whole family on my mother's side, my great-grandfather, my mother, two aunts and an uncle 
came to help my grandparents and me move. With Christmas four days away, it didn't seem like my Christmas 
could happen. 

My family and I had ~o stay in a hotel the first three days in Texas, and Christmas Eve was right around the 
corner. I mean how woii(d you feel? 

Our biggest problem in moving was that my family left too early, and the people we bought the house from 
weren't ready for us to move in. Nevertheless, the day before Christmas Eve we did get to move into our new 
Texas home. 

With lots and lots of things to do and Christmas only two days away, I got adapted to my neighborhood by 
playing basketball, while my family prepared for Christmas. 

0 n Christmas Eve my family put up the tree and lights while I 
thought and thought about what my holiday had in store for me. 

0 n the morning of Christmas, I awoke nervous, not 
knowing what my day would be like. My 

palms were sweating and I had 
butterflies in my stomach as I ran 

toward the tree. Despite my 
doubts, Christmas had come, and 

together with my family I 

' 

•. Serving, helping others makes Christmas rewarding ... 
The most rewarding Christmas Day I can remember was in 1992. 
My family got up early on Christmas morning and opened presents, and 

then went to church like we do every year. 
Afterward, instead of just relaxing the rest of the day, we did some

• thing different-we spent the rest of the afternoon serving dinner 
· and washing dishes at the Dominican Mother House at St. Dominic 

Center in_ Houston. 
I never thought I could have so much fun cleaning and serving. My 

sister Katie and I soaked each other with the sink water gun and played 
with all the cool utensils in the kitchen. However, that is not the part I 
truly enjoyed-it was the gifts I gave. 

Spending time with my family working and laughing, giving other 
people the opportunity to spend the holiday with their families, and talking 

· · to the nuns whose families could not be with them, cost me no money. I 
will cherish that memory for years. 

I still feel touched every year as I think back on that Christmas. 
And to this day, every Christmas season my family gets a Christmas 

card from the Dominican Mother House wishing us well. Their gratitude is 
probably the most precious gift I have ever received. 

-by Amy K. Pat/ach 
Amy puts protective arms around her baby sister, 
Katie. 

Like most boys growing up in the '80s, I collected Masters of the Universe toys. I had He-Man, Skeletor and just 
about every other figure. I remember all the wars I had with them. I pitted good against evil and man against 
monster. I had all the castle battle sets and enjoyed flinging toys off their roofs and having·the men 
fall down trap doors or get lodged between closing doors. 

experienced Christmas in ou~' L.-..:Jl:..-)1....---'-"'-:-,;:----._i<.Jr---.&.,J--:;~ --->.
new Texas home .. 

-by Russell Kinch/ow·· 

Time with family brings -

Michael 
opens a 

present on 
Christmas 

morning. 
His Masters 

of the 
Universe 

Eternla 
castle ls In 

the back-
ground. 

Around Christmas '87, the He-Man line presented a new castle. This castle was called 
Eternia, and it was dubbed "the ultimate battle ground." It consisted of three large towers; 
the center tower was more than two feet tall and its two surrounding towers about a 1 1/2 
feet tall. 

A track on which the three vehicles that came with the set could travel was attached to 
each tower and circled the entire castle. The left tower had a trap door that closed when 
the vehicles hit a rock that sat on the track. The right tower had as a peak a large snake 
that could move up and down. The center tower had a moat. The main entrance was a 
lion's mouth which_ could close. The lion's arms which could also close were on each side 
of the bridge over the moat. The back of the middle tower opened up revealing three 
stories that could be reached by an elevator. The second floor even had a throne and a 
weapons rack. 

I dreamed of getting that castle, but never thought my parent$ would get it for me because I knew it had to be very expensive. 
On Christmas morning when I went to open my presents, I noticed an unwrapped box that seemed twice my height and just as wide. 

I paid no attention lo it because I figured a box that big was a present for my parents. But when I looked at it, I saw it had pictures of 
He-Man and his friend fighting Skeletor's army. I knew then it was Eternia. 

I enjoyed that present for many years. I fought countless battles on that castle and amazingly never had one casualty. 
To this day I still have that castle. I keep it in our storage room on display. Every time friends come over I take them to my storage 

room and show them my greatest Christmas present, and we reminisce about the days_ when He-Man ruled the world. 
: • -by Michael Navarro 

-c,:: =".- ~o. .-o· 
itions· ~evolve ·around weapon~ 

Christmas in the Decker home has always been accompanied by certain traditions, as well 
as the usual sights, smells and tastes of the holiday season. 

~ ~~~!~m~,~~!;.!,~!,!~!~~~t~b2~mrnd ti 
wonderful parents. £ 

We watch White Christmas almost every day starting at Thanksgiving and ending Christmas 
Day, or until one of my brothers or I take it upon ourselves to hide the videotape to preserve 
sanity. We also enjoy my mother's date roll and hot chocolate, with a bit of rum. One of our 
traditions is putting kiddie toys in the stockings: dart guns, sponge ball guns and disc shooters. 

Christmas morning, four years ago, everyone got some sort of plastic or foam projectile 
weapon in his or her stocking, including my parents. And that's when the fun started. 

No one was safe from my p~rents. They would sneak around corners, let loose a barrage of •. 
darts and sponge balls, then run before we could get a shot at them. 

• Needless to say, "war" erupted in the Decker house. People were running lo and fro, taking 
cover behind couches, behind doors and picking wildly aimed ammo out of the Christmas 
tree. I took refuge in the kitchen among the goodies (the date roll, turkey, ham, homemade 

· cookies and other yummy stuff I wasn't supposed • . 
to be snitching). Looking into the living room 
from the safe zone (the kitchen), I saw an 
unrelenting volley of darts and foam projectiles 
flying back and forth, accompanied by wild 
laughter and an occasional "ow!" · 

Everything settled down after an hour or so. 
Maybe because the weapons had either broken 
from overuse, or the darts and ammo had 
disappeared-behind the television and 
bookshelves, under beds and in the Christmas tree. 
Or maybe it was because we were all just dog 
tired. 

Every year since then, the stockings have been 
packed with gag gifts and small toys, and we 
children always make sure Mother and Father get 
at least one plastic weapon with which to "torture" 
everyone. 

-by Daniel M. Decker 

After a torturous day of staring in wide-eyed impatience at the mountain of 
assorted boxes and wrapped packages that made up our holiday loot, my sister 
Catherine, 3, and I reluctantly shuffled into our bedroom and feigned sleep, 

C> unable to contain the adrenaline rushes that came every time we thought of 
· · leaping out of bed at the first light of morning to dive into our Christmas presents. 

Somehow! drifted off, listening to the low voices of my Aunt Leigh, Grandma 
Ford, Mother and Father. 

When I snapped awake, convinced I'd heard sleighbells, it was all quiet and 
0. completely dark save a warm amber light from somewhere down the hall. 
· · I got up to investigate, my little bare feet sticking to the icy tile floor as I 

tiptoed toward the living room. I held my breath, hoping to catch a glimpse of the 
great and mysterious wonder.I knew simply as, "Santa." Rounding the corner, 1 

saw not the man, but the proof. 
Under the shining tree, which my 

mother always kepi lighted Christmas 
night, was the most beautiful Barbie 
doll I had ever seen. She wore an 
elegant white dress with little red 

· velvet hearts all over it. 
Awestruck, I knel~ beside the doll 

taking great care not to touch her, for, 
as everyone knew, disturbing a gift 
from Santa before daybreak was 
strictly forbidden. 

My Aunt Leigh was asleep on the 
couch and stirred at my presence. She 
let me lie down on the couch beside 
her to await the dawn, and I fell asleep 
in the soft glow of a twinkling tree, 
gazing at my very first Barbie doll. 

-by Rachel Delanoix 

'I'll be home for Christmas ... ' 
"I'll be home for Christmas, you can count on me/I' ll be home for Christmas, but 

only in my dreams." 
Hearing that familiar Christmas melody brought back memories of a Christmas 

long ago, when a father dreamed of coming home and a little girl dreamed only of 
having that wish come true. 

The year was 1949, the little girl lived in Stuttgart, Germany, and the father was a 
captive in a Russian concentration camp. 

1 was that little girl, and at 7 longed to have 
my father home.The last time I had seen him 
was when f was 2. I remember waiting with my 
parents at a rail station outside of Berlin (where 
we all were born) for a troop train to take him 
bacR to the Russian front during World War II 
after a furlough. He was standing in the 
crowded train car holding on to a ceiling strap 
as my mother and I strained for the last glimpse 
of him. 

It was shortly before Christmas of '49 that 
we found out my father had been placed on a 
train heading home from Siberia. The train was 
already underway when Russian officials 
stopped it to pluck him and several other 
prisoners of war off the train. We learned this 
devastating news from a prisoner friend of my 
father's who was allowed to return to Germany. 

My father was eventually released from the 
prison camp, but not until after my mother and I 
were already living in the United States. She 
received the telegram in November 1953. He 

7-year-old Astrid and her mother made it home in time for Christmas, but not to 
in Stuttgart, Germany. our home in the States. -By Astrid H. Lowery 

Christmasjoy, memories 
Christmas is still a very 

exciting time for me. But 
when I was little it was 
really special. A couple of 
weeks before Christmas we 
would decorate the whole 
house. We would put lights 
outside and decorate the 
Christmas tree. My mom 
would also put lights 
around the living room. 

My parents used to wake 
me up early on Christmas 
morning to open the . 
·presents. For dinner my mom usually cook~d turkey, dressing, 
macaroni and cheese, as well as broccoli with cheese. 
Sometimes she also mad~ a cake. 

During the Christmas holidays my family and I also would 
go to my Grandma's to eat. She used to cook huge dinners for 
us. After dinner we would watch TV or play games. When I 
was little, Grandma also used to give me presents. 

Last year I visited my aunt's home in La Marque. Because 
she is my dad's sister, I don't get a chance to see those family 
members that often. I was very excited to see my cousins. We 
watched basketball games and listened to music. 

' 

Family special holiday gift 
Every year around Christmas I receive a very special gift, the gift of 

celebrating the holiday season with the ones I love the most-my family. 
Every Christmas we all join together al my grandparents' home to 

celebrate Christmas Day. The atmosphere is always filled wi th love, 
happiness, hope and good holiday cheer. 

My family always prepares a delicious holiday feast-turkey and all 
the trimmings, including my 
aunt 's scrumptious sweet 
potato pies. Good food, good 
conversation and good 
company are aplenty. 

My family truly is the most 
precious and valuable gift to 
me; they are more precious 
than diamonds and gold. They 
make the hol iday season a 
special and joyous occasion, 
filled with loye, honor and 

Torrie shows off her stuffed animals. respect for our Lord Jesus 

Christ in heaven for giving us the blessing every year of celebrating the 
holiday season together. We also are thankful to be alive and well. 

And I give praise to my Heavenly Father for my most valuable and 

I think Christmas is a good time for everyone to be with their cherished gift-my family. -by Torrie Mickens 

families and to have fun. -by Roddrick Johnson 

-~-

Swatch Watch leads to Christmas deception 
The Christmas I was in the 10th grade J needed a 

Swatch Watch. My friends had Swatches. They were 
feature_d in all the teen magazines. Swatch commercials 
were playing constantly on MTV. Anyone who was 
anyone had a Swatch. 

I did 1101 have a Swatch. 
And being a typical teenager, guided by peer pressure· 

and advertising hype, I knew my life 
could not continue if I remained 
Swatchless. 

I told everyone I knew about this 
burning desire. My parents didn't seem 
to ihink it was that big a deal and were 
convinced I would continue to live even 
if I did not get a Swatch. One of them, 
my mother I believe, even had the nerve 
to ask me what a Swatch was when I first 
mentioned it to her. 

said she would try. 
My sister lived in Maryland and planned to send a 

package of presents home. I anxiously awaited the mail each 
day. Finally, the box arrived, but my wrapped gift was not a 
size consistent with a watch. i panicked. I had to know what 
was in that box. I knew my sister was cruel enough to t{y to 
mislead me by placing it in a larger box. I waited until 

Sunday, and suddenly came down with a cold. 
· My family went to chruch, leaving me and the 

Christmas presents alone in the house. After 
much searching (I think my mother knew me too 
well), I discovered the gift from my sister. I 
deviously, yet carefully peeled back the tape and 
the wrapping paper. I opened the box, and there 
was my black Swatch watch with !ts multi
colored plastic adornments. I ecstatically, but 
carefully, rewrapped the box. 

Finally, one of my sisters said she 
would try to get me one. I warned her 
that they were very popular and the best 
colors sold out fast. I want~d basic black 
with different colored plastic strips that 
were stretched over the watch face. She 

Patricia tries out a different 
kind of accessory, a candy 
necklace. 

One of the hardesfthings I've ever done is 
pretend I wasn't ecstatic. When we opened 
presents on Christmas Eve, I believe I exhibited 
the proper amount of joy. I had my Swatch. I was 
in fashion. I could continue to live and I could 
proudly hold my head (and wrist) up at school. 

By the way, by the next Christmas, Swatches 
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Sports/Recreation 

Co-ed volleyball fall league winners 

Winners of the COM Thursday Co-ed Fall "AB" Volleyball League Include (from left) Roy McCulloch; Susan 
Emmlte, adjunct math Instructor; Joe Mancuso; Lorie Whitmire; John Glowczwskl; and Maryann Urick, 
coordinator of Recreational Programs and Student Activities. Mel Mancuso and Jeff Pearce are not pic
tured. The next Thursday Volleyball League will begin on Jan. 21, with the registration deadline on Jan. 14. 

World Games T-shirts available in January 
By RODDRICK JOHNSON 
Staff Reporter 

Starting in January, College of the Mainland Police Of
ficer Vernon Ewell will help sell T-shirts for the World 
Games being held in Chapel Hill, Durham and Raleigh, 
N.C., June 26 to July 4 for the 1999 Special Olympics. 

Both of Ewell's children, Mary Beth, 20, and Scott, 22, 
have been chosen to participate in this event. COM stu
dent Mary Beth is participating in the 4x100 relay, 400 

meter race/walk, 100 meter race/walk, and shotput; she 
currently is working in COM Press. Scott, who works at 
HEB in Santa Fe, is competing in volleyball. 

The T-shirts will be $10 for short sleeve shirts and $12 
or $14 for long sleeves. 

Proceeds will go to the athletes to help cover their ex
penses while at these games. 

For further information about the T-shirts, contact Ewell 
at the COM Police Team at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free 
(888) 528-8859 Ext. 403. 

COM community band 
offers free performance 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Community Concert Band 
is offering a free music performance on Dec. 14 in the 
Fine Arts Building at 8 p.m. 

The band will perform many songs the average sym
phony fan can enjoy. These pieces include "Mars" from 
The Planets by 19th century composer Gustave Holt and 
"The Syncopated Clock" by Leroy Anperson.Viva Italia 
arranged by Jack Bullock includes "O Sole Mio," "Tar
antella ," "Funiculi, Funicula". 

In addition to playing some Christmas favorites, Looney 
Tunes fans will be pleased to know that tthe band will 
play a piece called "Looney Tunes Overture." For John 
Phillip Sousa enthusiasts, the band will perform the stir-

. ring march, Semper Fidelis. 

3-on-3 tournament 

First place winners of the COM 3-on-3 basket, 
ball tournament held Nov. 18 are (from left) stu
dents Jerry Sonnier, Thomas Allen and Thomas 
Owens. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

The 22nd Annual Texas Turkey Trot Fun Run/Walk participants In the 3- and 6-mlle events stand at the starting line Nov. 21. They are honoring a race tradition which 
calls for participants to shake hands and wish each other luck before taking off. Anyone Is eligible to participate. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 
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93Q Country celebrity attends Santa Fe college day 
ByRACHELDELANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

Santa Fe High School held a College and Career Day 
on Nov. 17. Colleges, dentists, local newspapers, Navy 
recruiters and many others had information tables set up. 

College of the Mainland was represented in several ar
eas including cosmetology, graphic arts and Student Fi
nancial Aid. Some of the InterCOM staff members and 
adviser Astrid H. Lowery represented the COM journal
ism program, handing out lnterCOM newspapers and in
formation fliers, and answering the students' questions. 

Of the tables lined up throughout the school cafeteria, 
one was labeled with posters which read: 93Q. Here sat 
Dave E. Crockett, radio announcer for 93Q Country and 
spokesman in the station's television commercial. He had 
a stack of blank paper and a black marker on the table in 
front of him, anticipating students requesting autographs, 
which he readily gave. Some even demanded signatures 
rather than asking for them. Once, when Crockett mis
spelled a girl's name, she pointed out his error and had 
him start over. "A lot of times, people are just nervous," 
Crockett said. He was always polite and smiling, but very 
busy doing three things at once. 

He definitely was recognized as a local celebrity. One 
woman commented on his hair which he had recently cut 
very short. In the commercial, Crockett's hair is more than 
shoulder length. 

His girlfriend's sister attends Santa Fe and asked him 
to come. "We're here for the barb~cue," Crockett said. 

Recycled plastic everywhere 
The plastics industry is researching new uses for re

cycled plastics, while improving the quality of resins re
cycled from different plastic components in the waste 
stream, reports the Recylcing Coalition of Texas. 

Currently plastic bottles and containers can be recycled 
into products such as toys, carpet fiber and insulation. 

For information on recycling contact RCT at (888) 258-
3404 or on the Web at <http://www.recycletx.org>. 

_ RSVP -holiday dance 

Couples take a turn around the dance floor at 
the Retired and Seniors Volunteer Program 
Christmas Party Dec. 8 in the COM Student Cen
ter. RSVP has been holding dances on the sec
ond Tuesday of the month from 7-10 p.m. since 
Nov. 10. For more Information contact Olda Perez 
at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 
372 or 298. (Photo by Daniel Decker) 

... 

(The school offered barbecue dinners to presenters.) 
He answered several students' questions about broad

casting and radio. They were filling out questionnaires 
for extra credit. The most common question Crockett was 
asked was about special math skills for his job. He ex
plained that no math was needed for what he did, but that 
computers have become a big part of broad
casting. Radio in general, he said, has 
changed a lot. 

"Radio today is different from radio 20 
years ago," Crockett said. "Computer skills 
have really taken over. You still have to be 
knowledgeable about music and be funny and 
witty, but now you have to be a technician 
also." The station's studio alone has three 
different computer systems. 

Crockett, who has been in radio for 22 
years, graduated from high school when he 
was 17, skipped college and went directly 
into broadcasting. He has worked at stations 
in Boston, Atlanta and Chicago. 

I 
station faithfully, he explained. 

What would he say to anyone interested in getting into 
radio broadcasting today? "Don't. Radio has changed so 
much in the last four years. The competition is very strong 
and the chance of making a decent living is slim. It's very 
corporate. Not to slam radio, but it's difficult." 

In regard to the trend of stations giving 
away money and computers _to encourage 
people to listen, Crockett said: "Stations have 
always done that. We gave away a house a 
year ago." He explained that the radio sta
tion wasn't trying to "buy" listeners, as is 
eommonly thought. Giving prizes to callers 
is intended as more of a reward than a bribe. 
It's a "thank you" to people who listen to the 

930 Country's Dave E. Crockett talks to Jenny Idema at the Santa Fe 
High School College and Career Day No'(. 17 as Rachel Delanoix, 
lnterCOM staff reporter, Interviews hlm:(Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

COM music Professor Sparky Koerner twirls an umbrella In hot New Orleans second-line style as the Jazz En
semble plays "Woopin' Blues." Carrying an umbrella In a jazz parade is a New Orleans tradition. Second line 
refers to parade watchers falling In line behind the guy with the umbrella. The ensemble along with the Jazz 
Combo presented a free concert directed by Koerner In the Fine Arts Building Nov. 8.(Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

COM jazz performance the cats meow 
By MARK COX 
Special Correspondent 

The Blues were coming down in buckets in the College 
of the Mainland Fine Arts Building during the jazz con
cert Dec. 8. So much so, that the band's conductor, COM 
music Professor Sparky Koerner; h.ad to run out and grab 
an umbrella. : - . 

With songs ranging from the slow, smooth sounds of 
Bill Cunliffe's "A Rare Connection," to the heart-pound
ing, toe-tapping rhythms of Sammy Nestico's "Ev'ry 
Little Beat Helps," the Jazz Ensemble kept the nearly 
packed recital hall glued to their chairs. 

Solos from such cool cats as Aaron Koerner on trum
pet, Charles Delgado on tenor sax, Gary Graham on pi
ano, and of course, the Cat Daddy himself, Sparky 

Koerner on trumpet, made this definitely an unforgettable 
evening. 

Not to be outdone, the Jazz Combo put on a stellar per
formance as well. From old favorites like "Lover Man" 
and "Song for My Father" to the more contemporary styles 
of"Brother Funk," the combo had heads bobbin' and fin
gers snappin' all across the hall. 

Great solos abounded during the concert. Perhaps the 
best came from Allen Oliver during the combo's first song 
"Moan in'." It seemed as though the licks he played on his 
guitar captured the emotion he was trying to convey. 

The next concert is Dec. 14 when the Community Con
cert Band performs under the direction of Sparky Koerner. 
It will be held in the Fine Arts Building in Recital Hall, F-
117, at 8 p.m. Whether or not you caught the jazz concert, 
you won't want to miss this one. 
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Campi.Is Life 

Hassinger's director/curator job multi-faceted 

Janet Hassinger, COM Art Gallery director and curator, shows off "Life is Motion" by Luanne Stovall. The paint
ing, which is oil on linen, is part of Stovall's COM Art Gallery exhibit, Rhythm of the Wheel, which closes Dec. 15. 
Hassinger, who selects the art for the gallery, chooses mostly Texas art and artlsts.(Photo by Rachel Delanoix) 

By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

A place exists where soft golden lights shine on swirls 
of color, and beauty and tranquility fill the room. This is 
not a dream but the COM Art Gallery, located in the Fine 
Arts Building. The gallery is under the supervision of Janet 

Hassinger, director and curator. 
As director, Hassinger is in charge of running the busi

ness, and as curator she is responsible for selecting the art 
and choosing major artists. Most of the art and artists 
Hassinger opts for are from Texas. 

"The directorship involves the finding, the transporta
tion and the presentation of the art." 

New government professor socialism supporter 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

"I am a well-intentioned socialist," says Dr. Dave Smith, 
assistant professor of government at College of the Main
land. He believes the teachings of Karl Marx and Friedrich 
Engels illustrated socialism as it was meant to be. 

Dr. Smith says the reason.that he became a socialist is 
because "anyone who really cares about freedom and de
mocracy should oppose the exploitation and domination 
by capitalists." 

Cuba is the best example of Marxist Socialism in the 
world today, Dr .. Smith believes. Cuba, he says has with
stood American "propaganda attacks," the Bay of Pigs 
Operation, assassination attempts on Fidel Castro, sanc
tions and various other enterprises. All of these have 
worked to strengthen the will of the Cuban government 
by increasing their resolve to never yield to capitalistic 
nations, particularly the United States. 

Dr. Smith also supports the closing of the U.S. naval 
base at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba. He says the U.S. base 
weakens the government of Cuba, and even though the 
government can close the base at any time, they don't, 
fearing U.S. and international reprisals. 

The government professor plans to go to Cuba in 1999. 
Dr. Smith, the first in his family to receive a doctorate, 

is in his first semester here at COM. He has been teach
ing for 14 years coming to COM from a three-year stint 
at York College in New York City. 

"We (Dr. Smith and his wife) like the slower pace (of 
Texas City)," he says. He also likes having the open skies 
instead of the New York skyscrapers. In New York City, 
the skyscrapers are built so close that available light is 
diminished. In addition, the World Trade Center's shadow 
can leave some neighborhoods in the dark for hours be-
• 

cause it is 1,350 feet tall. 
His goals as a teacher are "to help students understand 

how government and politics work in the USA and Texas 
as well." 

If Dr. Smith could change one thing about his life, he 
says: "I guess I would like to be a better teacher. Teachers 
should never rest on their laurels." He went on to say that 
teachers should work to constantly better themselves. 

Dr. Dave Smith Is the newest government professor 
at COM. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Hassinger takes her work and her duties seriously. She 
described the tedious jobs she orchestrates, such as place
ment of art and the positioning of all the lights in the gal
lery. Rows of track lighting along the ceiling illuminate 
the walls where art is hung. 

Each light has to be focused and turned just right to 
ensure that every detail of the artwork is highlighted ac
curately and attractively, according to the nature of the 
art, Hassinger explained. "It is my responsibility to hang 
the show in the best way it can be presented." 

Hassinger, who received her bachelor of fine arts de
gree from Boston University in Massachusettes, moved 
to Galveston shortly after receiving her master's degree 
from New York University. 

She studied at NYU's bra.nch in Venice, Italy, and of 
her education abroad, Hassinger said: "It·gives you a re
ally good attitude. For studying art, there's no better place 
than Europe or New York." 

She has been with the college for 10 years and has b~en 
gallery director for three years. 

In addition to her duties in the art gallery and teaching 
art history at COM, Hassinger also teaches watercolor at 
the Glassell School of Art in Houston. "I'm an artist. I'm 
an art instructor," she said. "I taught life drawing, water
color. I also taught design and basic drawing." 

Of the COM Art Gallery, Hassinger said: "The quality 
of the art we show is equal to the best galleries and small 
museums. We don't show lesser art." . 

So what is her objective as director for the gallery? "Our 
purpose is to educate first of all, our art department, sec
ondly the school, and thirdly the community." 

The gallery is open Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:30-5 
p.m: and Wednesdays 10 a.m.-1 p.m. and one hour before 
every COM Arena Theatre performance. The next show, 
an exhibit of photographs by Steve and Cynthia 
Nussenblatt, will run from Jan. 21 through Feb. 24. 

For more information call Hassinger at ( 409) 938-1211 
or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 354. 

Evening child care 
offered to students 
By TORRIE MICKENS 
Staff Reporter 

Evening child care has become a big success here 
at College of the Mainland.It was originally imple
mented because the college administration realized 
that parents needed a safe environment for their chil
dren close at hand while they attended classes. 

Janie Aguirre, the lead teacher for evening child 
care, said that more children are enrolled in· the pro- . 
gram this year than last. The child care is available 
Mondays through Thursdays from 5:30 to 10:15 
p.m. and is located in the COM Child Development 
Lab school. 

To be eligible, children .must be 3 to 11 and potty 
trained.They must also have current immunization 
records. 

Cost is $5 for registration (non-refundable) and 
$3 per night for each child. Parents must be enrolled 
on campus at COM. Drop-ins are not accepted. 

The child care givers in addition kl Aguirre, are 
the assistant teacher Irma Abrego and COM work/ 
study students. 

Children play board games, participate in musi
cal activities and have stories read to them. The 
evening includes snacks, and tutorial sessions are 
avaliable. 

For more information about the Evening Child 
Care program, call Aguirre or Kay Magee at (409) 
938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 611 or 
390 respectively. 



Newest librarian Park 
edits library Web sites 
By RUSSELL K.INCHLOW 
Staff Reporter 

Kathy Park is College of the Mainland's newest 
librarian replacing Tracey Cuellar as coordinator of 
Research and Instruction. 

Park, who began working at COM July 6, says 
the reason that she came to COM was that the posi
tion she was to fill would allow her to prepare a 
variety of instructional documents and to work on 
the Web sites. 

Before coming to COM, Park worked 11/2 years 
as a librarian at Tarleton University in Stephenville. 
She enjoys being a librarian because "you don't limit 
yourself to one subject and just do research, it in
volves aid in all areas." 

As a former resident of Baltimore, Charleston 
N.C., Miami, New York and Washington, D.C., Park 
has a different perspective on life which makes her· 
an asset to COM. 

Park also has lived in Austin, Lubbock and 
Denton. 

Park received her bachelor 's degree in English 
and history from Texas Tech University in Lubbock. 
She received her master 's in library science from 
Texas Woman 's University in Denton. 

While in college, Park worked in retail manage
ment at Foley's for a year. She worked for J.C. 
Penney 's while pursuing her bachelor 's degree. 

Park's office in the library is located in the refer
ence office section behind the front desk. Park also 
puts together the pages for the COM Library Web 
site. The Web site includes news pages of regional 
and genera,! information. One of the pages has links 
to Texas news and links to nationwide news. The 
pages also cover world news, comics, weather and 
more. 

She also has compiled an instructional handout 
that gives information on things, such as the library's 
books, periodicals and media collections as well as 
library hours, library cards and holds and fines. 

During her spare time Park loves to visit muse
ums, draw, paint and read mystery novels. 

"I love the people I work with, and COM is just 
great," Park said. The library's Web address is 
<http://www.mainland.cc.tx.us/library/internet/ 
news/news/.htrnl>. 

Kathy Park, COM's newest librarian, began work
Ing at COM last summer. As coordinator of Re
search and Instruction she puts together the 
pages for the COM Library Web site and has 
compiled an Instructional handout on the library. 

(Photo by Rachel Delanoix) 
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McVetta's past includes exploding boat 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Managing Editor 

At first glance, College 
of the Mainland speech 
professor Dr. Rod Mc Yet
ta looks like a living Wil
liam Shakespeare. He has 
a scholarly way about him 
and appears to be an in
tellectual and philosopher. 

He does not look like a 
sailor. But water has been 
a part of Dr. Mc Yetta all 
his life. "Growing up on 
the water, it's in your 
blood," he explained. 

But his interest in sail
ing really began after he 
graduated from Ashland 
University in Ashland, 
Ohio, with a bachelor of 
arts in speech and theater. 

After graduating col
lege, Dr. McVetta pon
dered what his life would 
be like in later years. " I 

I, 

, knew when I retired I 
wanted to sail around the 
world." 

Dr. Rod McVetta, COM speech professor, returned to Texas to teach because he fell in 
love with the state and its people while In graduate school. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

One night, he sat with his best friend, and they talked 
about what each wanted to do when he retired. To young 
McVetta's surprise his friend also wanted to sail around 
the world. The two decided: Why wait for retirement to 
sail around the world; why not do it now? Dr. McVetta's 
friend quit his job and the two sold all of their posses
sions and bought a 20-foot sailboat. 

Within a matterofweekS'tlrey refurbished tire boat. All 
that was left was to take a test run and begin the voyage. 

the boat blew11p. The two men were stranded in the shark- • 
infested water. "I had the Coast Guard looking for my 
body," [?r.°'McVetta said. "Someone had seen the fire." 

"When they found us, we had nothing. I had a paddle 
and a life raft." 

Dr. McVetta went to his brother's home. Before he had 
left, Dr. McVetta had put aside a stack of recruiting let
ters from colleges. He decided to write them all to see 
what they would offer him. "I told myself, I would go to -
whichever school wrote back first." Stephen F. Austin "I sailed for the first time the day before we left to sail 

around the world," Dr. McVetta said. "I figured I would 
learn as I go." When the two left they had only $15 be
tween them, but that did not stop them. 

· State University in Nacogdoches w.as the first to respond. 

"I discovered I could hustle. If we needed something I 
would get someone to give it to us," he said. "i' would tell 
people my story and most wanted to share in our dream." 

The two had floated down the Erie Canal and the 
Hudson River but as they approached the Atlantic Ocean, 

Texas has made quite an impression on Dr. McVetta. 
After earning his master 's in communication at SFA and 
going on to West Virginia U_niversity to earn his doctor
ate of education, Dr. McVetta knew he wanted to come 
back to Texas. He came to COM for -two reasons: he al
ways wanted to teach at a community college and wanted 
to return to Texas because "I love the people." 

Teacher Certification 
PROGRAMS 

Did you know ... the University of Houston-Clear Lake provides its 

students with a state-of-the-art teacher education progra1n? 

At UHCL, you will gain ... 
•Areal-world view through our Teacher-In-Residence Program 

• More exposure to the classroom prior to graduation through our Pre-Service 
Internship Program 

• Elementary Certification/B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies 

OR 
• Secondary Certification/B.S. or B.A. in field of specialization 

Join the School of Education at UHCL, do something for your future and 
BE IN DEMAND! 

Call now! Spring Open Registration begins January 11th. For admissions 
information call the Office of Enrollment Services at 281-283-2520. 

For School of Education advising call 281-283-3600. 

E-mail: education@cl.uh.edu • Website: http://www.cl.uh.edu/soe 

University ·of Houston m Clear Lake 
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What's Happening 

·nip to Costa Rica available for Spanish studies 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

Tia Huggins, who joined the College of the Mainland' 
faculty last January as the first full-time Spanish profes
sor, has already started creative ventures such as the Costa 
Rica Spanish trip planned 
for the end of May. 

Huggins, a member of 
the Humanities Team, re
ceived her undergraduate 
degree at Central College 
in Pella, Iowa. She later 
received her master's de
gree in Spanish from the 
University of Iowa, Iowa 
City. 

"I s tarted taking it 
(Spanish) when I was in 
ninth grade and I really 
enjoyed it." While work
ing on her bachelor's de
gree Huggins spent three 
trimesters in Mexico. 
During her college senior 
year, Huggins moved to 
Mexico. Later she taught 
English in Mexico and 

• worked for the Turismo 
Aviomar travel agency. 

Huggins currently 

enforcement officers. Her goal is to have the Spanish 
course in the college catalog available for law enforce
ment majors. 

After the end of the spring semester, Huggins under the ~ 
auspices of COM, is offering students a chance to study 
·abroad in Grecia, Costa Rica. This summer mini-semes

J ,, 
' 

". !!k ' 
' ¥ F ,... 

ter runs May 30 through June 
19. The students will be placed 
in middle to upper-middle class 
family households, chosen for 
their cultural values, friendli
ness and hospitality. 

Participants will attend five 
hours of classes each day, three 
days a week. Students must 
choose to take two of the offered 
courses. The choices are Span
ish 1411, 1412, 2311, 2321 
(Latin American Literature), 
Humanities 1301 and History 
2380. To receive credit for Hu
manities 1301, students will be 
required to keep a ' journal ·and 
participate in planned activities 
such as tours to a sugar cane 
processing plant, local schools 
and Poas Volcano Park. A trip 
to San Jose also is planned. 

History 2380 will be taught in 
Spanish at the Grecia Cultural 
Center. 

teaches beginning and in
termediate Spanish. In the 
spring semester in addi
tion to teaching beginning 
Spanish, Huggins also 

Professor Tia Huggins, COM's first full-time Spanish 
Instructor, joined the faculty this past January. She Is 
a member of the Humanities Team, as well as a co
adviser of COM Amigos. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Applicants can pay for the trip 
in three payments. The first pay
ment of $600 must accompany 
the application before or with 
the second payment; the second 

will teach Spanish for Native Speakers, SPAN 2313. This 
three hour credit course is designed for those who speak 
Spanish, but do not read or write it well. 

In another endeavor, Huggins is working with the Texas 
City Police Department to create a Spanish course for law 

payment of $500 is due by March 1; and the final pay
ment of $448, by April. 

For a brochure or further information about the Costa 
Rica trip, contact Huggi11s ·at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 353. 

COM closed for winter holidays Dec. 20-Jan. 3 
College of the Mainland will close for the winter holi

days Dec. 20 through Jan. 3. The last day of the fall se
mester is Dec. 19. Instructors grades are due by noon that 
day in the Admissions Office. The college will re-open 
on Jan. 4. 

Spring credit registration on the COM campus will be 
on Jan. 5 and 6. Registration for classes to be held at Clear 
Creek and Friendswood high schools will be at Clear 

Creek High School Jan, 7. Fee payment is due by noon 
on Jan. 8 or classes will be dropped. 

Monday through Friday classes begin mi Jan. 11. Week
end classes begin Jan. 16. 

Late registration and schedule changes are set for Jan. 
11 and 12. Late registration fees are due by Jan. 13. 

COM will be closed on Jan. 18 to observe Martin Luther 
King Day. 

UpCOMing Events 
Dec.14 
Community Concert Band @8 p.m. in Rm. F-117 
"Jump Start" Scholarship application deadline 

Dec. IS 
Luanne Stovall's art exhibit, Rhythym of the Wheel, 

closes 
SAB meeting 12:30 p.m. in Rm. P-110 

Dec.17 
OAAC meeting 12:30 p.m. in Rm. A-148 

Dec.19 
last day of fall semester 
Grades due in Admissions 

Dec.20 
College closes for Winter holidays 

Jan.4 
College re-opens, faculty and staff return 
COM Bookstore houlli Jan. 4-7 8:30 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Students may use their Pell Grants in COM 
Bookstore through Jan. 27 

Jan. 5-6 Jan. 18 
Spring campus credit registration Martin Luther King observance, college closed 

Jan. 7 
Registration at Clear Lake H.S. cafeteria 

Jan.8 
Tuition payment due by noon 

Jan.9 
TASPreview 

Jan.11 
Monday-Friday classes begin 

Jan. 11-12 
COM Bookstore hows 7:30 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Lale spring registration and schedule changes 

Jan.13 
Lale registration payment due 

Jan.16 
Weekend classes begin 

Jan.20 
Free preview of All My Sons@8 p.m. in theater 

Jan.21 
All My Sons runs Jan. 21- Feb. 14 , Thurs-Sat @ 8 
p.m. and Sun.@ 2:30 p,m. in theater 

Steve and Cynthia Nussenblau's photography exhibit 
opens in COM Art Gallery; runs through Feb. 24 
Talk with artist@6-7:45 p.m. in COM Art Gallery 

Jan.24 
Auditions for Bedroom Farce@ l :30 p.m. in Fine 
Arts Build(ng 

Jan.25 
Auditions for Bedroom Farce@ l :30 p.m. in Fine 
Arts f3\,ilding 

Jan.26 
Last day to use Pell Granl in COM Bookstore 

People Speak Out 
By RACHEL DELANOIX, Staff Reporter 
and DANIEL M. DECKER, Photographer 

You've bought and wrapped presents, all the Christ
mas cards are posted, and the indestructable fruitcake has 1 

been sent to your mother-in--law. And you prepared for 
· Christmas while finishing tenn papers and cramming for 
finals. But will you be rewarded for all this hard work? ' 
Probably not. 

Since College of the Mainland has been generous this 
year1 employing things $Uch as the Student Concerns 
Foruk and implementing telephone registratlon, 
lnterCOM decided to let students make.a Christmas re-
quest by answering this question: '1f COM rould grant 
you OJ.le qhristmas wish, what would it be?" 

~Btumley: 
A paid education .for my 

. qiiJdreni SanJantl\a and 
.Miclta¢l .. 

Geoi:ge Wilkerson, 
1he.y•§hbuld open up the 

· ... pciol Joom. an. day, every 
· t;iay{#J9n.gas the colleg~is opqi; .... ·. .. . 

' . 

l w<>uld lik~ to pass ail my 
classes and make sure I'm 
onlherightroadforgradu
atio~ in the spring, 

Rita Jones: 
I would wish ... my family 
bas health and happiness. 
Not only my family, but 
health and happiness for 
everybody. Just a better 
world l'msotiredofall the 
disasters and famine .... 

Doneki~ DaviS! 
To ~en:,esu~l in 
the ftttu~;Jn •any and ev~ 
etytllin,gJ .d6. C . 

·--·-·.·.: 

TammyAqy: 
That I· oould pass with all 
A'S:and graguate nnally. 
·SeeillslikeEritµt!vergonna 
grru:li.rate. / ·. ❖ 

To lower the prices in the 
cafeteria so we don't have 
to go off campus to get 
sometbfugto eat that's af
fordable. 

Kendall Trost: 
Free tuition. So you don't 
have to pay for it. So l 
woutdn'thavetospendany 
money. out of my pocket. 
That wouid· be a good 
present. 
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Police investigate 
campus carjacking 
By AMY K. PATIACH 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Police Team is ask
ing for your help for your own personal safety. The 
COM police detained a man and woman on Feb. 2 
as a result of two reports made the previous day. 

On Feb. 1, what the Police Team has classified as 
a carjacking, occurred. The couple "hopped into a 
car and demanded a ride to Parking Lot C (the back 
side of the Fine Arts Building) from lot B," Officer 
Arbry Clifton said. The car's driver had a remote 
keyless entry. When the couple got into the car the 
driver complied, but to the Police Team's annoyance, 
she did not report the incident immediately. 

Even though the first morning of late registration, Jan. 11, was pandemonium, by later that afternoon the crowd 
had thinned out enough that students did not have to wait long before seeing an adviser. More than 800 students 
participated in late registration. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Earlier that day the couple approached two young 
women in a car in Parking Lot B (by the Fine Arts 
Building). "The woman put her head inside the open 
driver's side window and asked.for money," Clifton 
said. The man approached the ~r from behind. 
Scared, according to Clifton, the two gave the couple 
$38. The women then reported the incident immedi
ately to the campus police. 

Spring registration better organized 
"We got them the next day," Clifton said. "Once 

we became aware this was going on, we had them 
picked up the next day." The campus police are "frus
trated," Clifton emphasized. The couple had appar
ently been panhandling on campus since December 
gathering money from not only COM students but 
from employees as well. 

By DANIEL M. DECKER 
Staff Reporter 

You may have thought you were going to have it easy 
registering at College of the Mainland for the spring semes
ter, especially if you registered by phone. And you were right! 

But if you were expecting COM to be lenient with stu
dents about paying their tuition and fees before classes started 
as they have in the past, you were wrong! 

The standard college and university rule states that stu
dents must pay their tuition and fees before classes start. 

SC methane gas leak 
no longer problem 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

Remember the foul stench overtaking the College 
of the Mainland Student Center during the fall semes
ter? Well it's been fixed. 

The stench was the result of an open drain in the 
sewage system. The opening was in the vending ma
chine area next to the Snack Bar and was covered by 
a storage platform. Victor Russo, a member of the 
Maintenance Team, discovered the drain, even though 
it is not on the Student Center blueprints. • 

On Friday, Feb. 12, a strong odor was once again 
apparent in the Student Center. According to Bob 
Kostelecky, director of the COM Physical Plant, once 

See Unblueprinted Page 7 

COM Registrar Bill Peace said this rule was enforced by the 
Admissions Office this semester so that students who had 
been dropped for non-payment would have the chance to re
enroll during the late registration period, Jan. 11-12. By en
forcing the rule, COM hoped to encourage students to fulfill 
their tuition and fee obligations early and to make room for 
enrolling students during late registration. 

Notices were immediately mailed to the 264 students 
dropped as of noon Jan. 8, and though the number of stu
dents enrolling during the late registration period exceeded 

· See Changes Page 7 

"No one told us about it (the panhandling) until 
mid-January;" Clifton said. "We had been getting 
calls about suspicious people on campus." But it 
wasn't until the February incidents that the couple 
became more bold. "The man gave the impression 

See Police Page 7 

Galveston glitters like V~gas at Mardi Gras 
By TAMMY CUPIT 
Staff Reporter 

Galveston Island was aglow with the 
glitter of Vegas during the annual Mardi 
Gras celebration held Feb. 5-16. Fabu
lous Vegas on the Gulf was the 1999 
theme and the entire Strand entertain
ment district was hopping with three 
stages featuring live entertainment. 

Famous musical guests included 
Cheap Trick, 38 Special and David 
Clayton-Thomas with Blood, Sweat and 
Tears. Joseph Anthony was on hand to 
recreate the historic "Elvis-Aloha from 
Hawaii" concert complete with a perfor
mance of the Samoan. Fire-Knife War 
Dance and a Polynesian song and dance 
review. Several parades were held includ-

See Galveston Page 6 

Krewe members throw beads from a float in the Circus Momus Grand Night 
Parade Saturday, Feb. 13. The parade is one of the highlights of Galveston's 
Mardi Gras celebration. (Photo by Tammy Cupit) 
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Blood drive draws 73 donors 

Teletha GIimore (left) applies pressure to her arm after donating blood during the SAB-sponsored blood 
drive which was held In the COM Student Center Feb. 2 and 3. Tiffany Howell, a phlebotomist with the Gulf 
Coast Regional Blood Center, purges the line used in GIimore's donation as Kathy Pollard waves to the 
photographer and Todd Dickson, another phlebotomlst, assists other donors. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Letters to the Editor 

Letter to the Editor 

Books too expensive 
To: Staff Reporter Michael Navarro, 

In regards to your article on the bookstore buy-back, I feel 
it is my duty to write this letter. The College of the Mainland 
Bookstore has been shaking us down for cash for too long. 
This semester I spent $300 on books and other booklet type 
items made by the faculty with the intent of earning a little 
extra cash. One of the books the bookstore people told me to 
buy I didn't even need. The next day I tried to sell it back, 
and they told me I'd have to wait until the end of the semes
ter. At the end of the semester the same $49 book wasn't on 
the buy-back list. It's all a bjg scam! Another book they ran 
out of, and said they would order, but didn't come in for 
three weeks. I fell behind and had to drop the class. Nor
mally, I wouldn't hold this against the bookstore. They don't 
control the shipping company, but when I asked about why 
it had taken so long to get the book in, the salesperson told 
me that the store was waiting to see how many more people 
would come in needing that book, so they could make an 
accurate order and .save some money by not overordering. 
All I know is I spent $300 at the beginning of the semester, 
and at the end I have $111 and some change, a book I don't 
even need or want and three credits less then I should. The 
COM Bookstore has $289. of mine and my books. I believe 
the store will sell those same books for a nice profit next 
semester. It's a scam! It's a shakedown! It's unethical! But 
then most of the school's policies are. 

With very best wishes, 
Joe Silva 

Editor's note: See InterCOM Page 5 in response to letter. 

lnterCOM welcomes 
all letters to the editor 

The InterCOM staff members were pleased to see that 
the paper had received more letters to the editor then we 
are used to. We enjoy reading the letters and getting 
feedback, whether the writer praises us or blasts us. No 
matter what you say, at least we know you're reading the 
paper. We also welcome suggestions about the types of 
stories or information you would like to see in the paper. 

Readers respond to class evaluations editorial 

So keep the letters coming. 
Letters to the editor policy: lnterCOM welcomes all 

letters to the editor. Please make letters brief and to the 
point. All letters should include a name and daytime 
telephone number for verification. We reserve the right 
to edit all letters for length, grammar, spelling and 
libelous and objectionable content. letters to the editor 
will be printed on a space-available basis. 
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lnterCOM received two letters in response to 
Managing Editor Amy K. Patlach's editorial "Student 
deplores course evaluations. " 

The first letter is written by a student who feels the 
lnterCOM caters to the college establishment, and was 
surprised to see an article criticizing college practices. 

The other letter is from a former student, now an 
instructional assistant at College of the Mainland, who 
speaks from both points of view. 

The staff appreciates both letters and plans to 
implement some of the suggestions in the first letter. 

Hard-hitting editorial praised 
To: Managing Editor Amy Patlach, 

I don't usually read the COM paper (Inte_rCOM) be
cause in the past it was mostly an advertisement for the 
faculty and school board (College of the Mainland Board 
of Trustees). The other day I happened to read a few ar
ticles between classes and I am pleased to say that the 
paper is much better than I remember it to be. 

One of the articles that I enjoyed was your article on 
course evaluations (Page 2, December). It was honest 
about how the college narrows the questions and only 
allows for a highly limited response. I can only assume 
the college uses the same people that do the polling in 
Washington. At the end of the article, when you ques
tioned the standards at College of the Mainland, I couldn't 
believe my eyes. The school has so many important is
sues that could be reported, but in the past have been 
pushed aside for articles on someone's summer vacation. 

I'd like to see more articles on the standards of the col
lege or the hiring practices .... Most importantly, I would 
like to see articles on the school b9ard (Board of Trust
ees). I'd like a behind-the-scenes story about who these 
people are, what they do, what they do for the school .... 

The article on course evaluations was more then I ex
pected. I hope such reporting continues at the InterCOM: 

With very best wishes~ Joe Silva 

Course evaluations important 
To: Amy K. Patlach, managing editor of InterCOM; 

I recently read your article about course evaluations. · 
And spea~ing as a member of the support staff here on 
campus, I would like to tell you my reasoning behind the 
course evaluations. 

Course evaluations are important to the instructor for 
many obvious reasons, one being it gives the instructor 
feedback from students about course content and mate
rial .... 

Another thing to consider is to ask instructors ( or do a 
survey) to see ·how many do a success ratio. I already 
know of qui!e a few instructors who.do this .... I do be
lieve another reason why instructors do course evalua
tions every semester is to report to the state and to have 
these records on file .... 

Instructors who are new or adjunct, with plans to be
come tenured or full-time instructors use these evalua
tions to prove their worth .... 

Another reason is to comment on a new teaching 
method or smpe type of new equipment within the learn
ing environment to document their effectiveness ..... 
Course evaluations also are a way for students not only 
to appease the college but, for students to anonymously 
submit their opinions without fear of negative feedback 
from the instructor. 

Coming from a student's point of view, I can under
stand why these course evaluations can be a pain in the 
butt. But, in order for COM's instructors to be able to 
communicate course material effectively, they must have 
feedback; otherwise, instructors will think that they are 
doing a great job every semester .... You must also under
stand that we cannot please everybody. Some students 
often complain about instructors, yet they do not want or 
do not like to fill out the evaluation forms or even the 
comment section. Thank you, 

· Shelly Quinlan, 
Instructional Assistant-Accounting 



Clinton's behavior 
warrented rellloval 

·Myles 
Martin 

We've been hearing a lot about President Clinton these 
days. He has become the first president in 130 years to be 
impeached by the House of Representatives and forced to 
stand trial in the Senate. Many believe President Clinton's 
impeachment was totally partisan and biased, and that the 
whole process has been nothing but a Republican ploy to 
"get the president of the United States." 

I don't believe this is true. · Clinton has done this to 
himself. 

The issue is not about sex, but about the fact that the 
man lied to us. He told all of us that he did not have 
"sexual relations with that woman, Miss Lewinsky." 
However, when he got caught he went on national 
television in August and admitted to having an "inappro
priate relationship" with Lewinsky. And worse, only 
because he got caught, did he apologize for "misleading 
people." To say that the Republicans are trying to embar
rass Bill Clinton is extreme; Bill Clinton has embarrassed 
himself. 

Tune and again we have heard that the impeachment 
debates in the House have "lowered the standard" of 
presidential impeachments. I believe the standard has 
been lowered because the alleged offenses leading up to 
Clinton's impeachment are not of the same caliber as those 
committed by President Nixon in.the early '70s. Many 
opponents to Clinton's impeachment have indicated that 
Nixonian crimes ( covering up breaking and entering) are 
the only type of impeachable offenses. This is not true. 

Bill Clinton has betrayed everyone's trust. The main 
theme in his State of the Union address was to "save 
Social Security first." That probably could have been 
changed to "Save my presidency first, then we will worry 
about everything else." 

Now that the impeachment trial is over, and Clinton has 

been cleared of both articles of impeachment brought 
against him, I wonder what will happen to the sense of law 
and order in this country. Apparently the U.S. Senate does 
not have too much of a problem with the president of the 
United States being a liar. Maybe the next step will be to 
publicly endorse and support lying. 

So I say to the president: Relax, because you can lie, no 
pun intended, your way through another two years. 
Although your behavior has been an embarassment to your 
presidency, it has been a greater embarrassment to this 
country. However, for right now, that doesn't matter. You 
can bask in your ''victory" for a little while, if you want to 
call it that. But one pressing question remains. Was it 
really a vi~tory for the United States? 

40+ s~hol!fl~~hips offe~. 

·~dali§Jii 
The deadlinc:is Marci.\ :,o. ·.· · · .. ·· 

The scholarship awards range from the Upton . & 
Georgia Lackey Meµ1orlafSchofarshipfor FlneArts ... 
Ma~ at$200, to the Academic Out of District Schol~. 
arship, at $2,.000. 11111; average amount of money 
awarded is $500 • . ·.·. .···• ·.· 
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learn moretiboutsc~p)irshipeligibility; visit the CC>M . 

?!:T~t~] 
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Free food, Buzz 107.5 
mark Welcome Kickoff 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

It was a bright, sunshiny day with a picnic-like atmo
sphere at the weli-attended Welcome Kickoff Jan. 19. 

College of the Mainland students gathered to eat their 
free lunches (provided by the Student Activities Board) on 
the grass and at tables in the sun. Picnickers took great care 
to keep napkins and pap~rs in check since the wind was 
blowing, keeping the weather relatively cool. Nevertheless, 
it was a nice day to be outside. 

The Buzz, 107.5 FM sent a hummer with a driver, who 
blared alternative music across the campus, but to the dis
appointment of many students, no DJs were present. 

Taped to the tables at intervals were sign-up sheets for 
students who wished to receive information on various clubs 
and groups that meet at the college. 

The food, served .by SAB members, included baked po
tatoes with all the usual fixings. Barbecue was avaliable to 
those who requested it, which most did. As always, there 
were bottles of iced coffee and free plastic SAB souvenier 
cups filled with a selection of beverages. 

Students who went through the food line received tickets 
for a drawing held after everyone was served. Prizes in
cluded $10 gift certificates to the COM Bookstore and COM 
Amigos T-shirts. Ticket-holders had to be present to win 
and several unclaimed numbers were drawn before win
ners were chosen. 
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COM students and faculty go through the serv·
lng line at the Welcome Kickoff Jafl. 19. The SAB 
hosts a kickoff at the beginning of each long se
mester. Attendees were provided free baked po
tatoes with barbecue and all the usual fixings, 
as well as beverages. Buzz 107 .5 provided mu
sic for the event. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Fate of favorite TV shows in brother's hands 

Patricia 
Hill 

I recently received some disturbing news about my 
brother Tom who lives in Austin. He has recently become 
a member of the Nielsen family. 

No, he didn't suddenly discover his b.irth family. 
Unfortunately, he was not adopted. 

Tom is now part of the very small sampling of Ameri
cans who are used by Nielsen Media Research to deter
mine television ratings and audience estimates. 

Why is this so disturbing to me? Because I Jove TV and 
he can take it or leave it. Throughout my life I've loved all 
the shows that received low ratings despite the fact that the 
critics and I loved them: programs like Homefront, Twin 
Peaks and Maximum Bob. They were all canceled because 
according to the Nielsen ratings only the critics and I were 
watching them. 

If fate were kind, I would have been selected to be a 
Nielsen, not Tom. 

Although there are more than 99 million households 
with televisions in the United States, there are only 5,000 

Nielsen families (13,000 people). And through chance my 
brother is one of them. 

Shortly after he moved into his new apartment, a 
Nielsen Media Research representative knocked on his 
door and told him his apartment had been selected to be 
part of the test sample. To his credit, he tried to get out of it 
by telling them he watched very little TV. In fact, he had 
only recently bought a television after a year of not having 

one. He suggested they use the family next door. The 
Nielsen rep said it had to be his apartment. 

So by a quirk of fate, my brother Tom now plays a part 
in deciding television programming. 

This wouldn't be quite as disturbing if I weren't familiar 
with what he considers good viewing. Tom watches Bill 
Dance Outdoors and any other fishing or outdoor show. 
He watches documentaries about wars and airplanes. He 
watches animals-in-the-wild shows. And he watches CNN 
and the local news. That's it. If he has found a good book, 
he doesn't watch anything. 

This is not a person who should have the fate of my 
favorit«r shows in his'hands. 

Nielsen Media Research will not release the names of its 
sample group. That is why I am writing this article. I felt 
the American viewing public should have an explanation 
wfien the top-rated shows in the country are Bill Dance 
Outdoors, The War to End All Wars and Wolves-Friend 
or Foe. 

PfK to hold rummage sale, induction ceremony 
Over the holiday season, Phi Theta Kappa, the Interna

tional Honor Society of the Two Year College, helped make 
the lives of abandoned pets a little brighter. The College of 

the Mainland Sigma Delta Chapter painted the dog kennels 
at the Bay Area SPCA on Dec. 13. 

The chapter thanks all volunteers, especially Lowe's of 
Texas City for giving a discount on paint supplies. Now the 
dogs have bright white kennels, and PTK members have a 
wonderful sense of accomplishment and unity. 

The SPCA advises community members that they can help 
reduce the number of abandoned pets by getting their pets 
spayed or neutered; or by adopting an animal from a shelter. 

The next big event for the· COM honor society is a rum
mage sale at 2006 2nd Ave N., Texas City, Saturday and 

Sunday, Feb. 20-21. For infonnation call Misty Wilken, the 
chapter's historian at (409) 948-0641. 

The induction ceremony for new PTK members is set for 
Sunday, March 3 at 7 p.m. All new members and ceremony 
participants should report for the rehearsal at 12:3P p.m. in 
the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium, .L-131. 

Phi Theta Kappa officers are Travis Marion, president; 
Christina Hurtado, vice president; Devon Henry, secretary; 
Amparito Hidalgo; treasurer; Wilken, historian; and Anna 
Jordan, reporter. The society's advisers are math professors, 
Leslie Richardson and Cindy Lucas. 

For more infonnation about events or how to become a 
member CQPtact the advisers at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free 
(888) 258-8859, Exts. 329 (Richardson) and 326 (Lucas). 
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'Meaner and leaner' Fiesel, Canton pursue degrees 
By TAMMY CUPIT 
Staff Reporter 

Meet Joe Fiesel and Nick Canton. Sometimes referred to 
as "Gloom and Doom," or "Frick and Frack,?' these two 
College of the Mainland electricians are working toward an 
associate's degree in thermal technology at COM. The pair, 

almost always together, can be seen working on campus by 
day and attending classes by night. Both began their journey 
toward degrees in 1989. The degrees should be theirs by the 
end of the year. 

Fiesel and Canton met while taking an air conditioning 
class at COM in 1989. They have tried to take most of their 
classes together since. The two smile often and always have 

a kind word or a comic 
phrase to _offer passers-by. 
When approached for this 
story, Fiesel said, "I don't 
blame you, I'd want to get 
to know us better too." 

The men also can be 
seen exercising together 
three times a week as part 
of the college's Wellness 
Program, which encourag
es employees to be health 
conscious and maintain 
fitness. By taking advan
tage of release time of
fered by COM, Canton 
has lost 43 pounds while 
Fiesel has dropped 22, and 
both report feeling "mean
er and leaner." 

job as a heating, ventilation and air conditioning technician. 
He has been with COM for five years and is married to fel
low COM employee Joan Fiesel. They have one daughter 
currently in college in Austin. Fiesel's hobbies include cook
ing and running his own air conditioning business. His ad
vice to COM ·students is to stay in school. "If I knew then 
what I know now," Fiesel said, "I'd have a Ph.D." 

Canton, 47, is a maintenance electri!;'.ian on campus and 
will celebrate 10 years with COM in April when he receives 
his 10-year service award from the college. He has been mar
ried for more than 20 years and has three children including 
one son who also is enrolled at COM~Canton lists deer hunt
ing and maintaining his boat as hobbies. His advice to COM 
students is, "Listen to your mother and father and stay in 
school-keep going." -

Canton and Fiesel both report that the COM instructors 
have all been "excellent" in unique ways. Both men report 
that their favorite subjects have been air conditioning and 
refrigeration. However, one course that they were initially 
worried about taking has turned into a favorite. This was the 
public speaking course they took last semester from Profes
sor Roger Stallings. The two stated that they would have 
taken speech first had they realized bow beneficial it is. "Ev
eryone should take this class because it helps with your life 
and with your other classes," Fiesel said and Canton agreed. 

Joe Fiesel (left), COM heating, ventilation and air conditioning technician, and Nick Can
ton, COM electrician, pause during their Interview In the journalism newsroom. The 
men should receive their degrees within this school year. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Fiesel, 49, works at 
keeping the campus cli
mate comfortable in his 

The men will move on to college algebra next fall. They 
saved this class for last for fear it would be the most difficult 
to get through. Both state they'll manage, though. And with 
nine years of perseverance, you can expect to see them smil
ing together at graduation soon. 

U .N. representative 
speaks on sanctions 
By MYLES MARTIN 
Staff Reporter 

Dr. Peter Pellett, a professor of nutrition at the University 
of Massachusetts and a memberofthe U. N. Food and Agri
culture Agency, spoke to College of the Mainland students 
and faculty in the Fine Arts Recital Hall Jan. 19. 

In his official capacity for the United Nations, Dr. Pellett 
has visited Iraq on many occasions, most recently in 1997 to 
investigate tqe effects of U.N. sanctions on 'Iraq. 

Dr. Pellett explained that food in Iraq is rationed by the 
government and that citizens are able to pay a relatively small 
price for basic goods such as flour, rice, sugar and tea. How
ever, though many other goods are available in Iraqi food 
markets, almost no one can afford them because the prices 
are so high. He told the group that the only reason the Iraqis 
have been able to survive the sanctions is because the Iraqi 
government and the people are very organized. 

Even though the government offers efficient rations, addi
tional foods are needed for balanced nutrition since a large 
percentage of Iraqis have nutritionally imbalanced diets. 

Dr. Pellett showed the audience slides he took himself of 
malnourished children some of which were very disturbing, 
revealing severely underweight bodies. He said being even 
mildly underweight increases the risk of death and inhibits 
cognitive development in children. 

Dr. Pellett also told of the living conditions in some of the 
Iraqi cities, describing open sewers emptying sewage into 
streets. As a result, outbreaks of previously eradicated dis
eases, such as cholera have occurred. He also reported that 
infant deaths in Iraq are at about 5,000 per month. 

The purpose of Dr. Pellett's talk was to emphasize the se
vere deprivation the Iraqis are suffering as a result of sanc
tions. Dr. Pellett stated that sanctions purposefully induce 
poverty into a country, and most Americans are unaware of 
the suffering in Iraq as a result of the sanctions. 

During the question and answer session after Dr. Pellett's 
speech, history Professor Larry Smith asked what people 
could do about the sanctions. Dr. Pellett said people should 
become educated and write to their members of Congress. 

------- -- - -

Responsible policy in Iraq program set for Feb. 22 l 
The College of the Mainland Social and Behavioral 

Sciences Team is sponsoring "What Next? Towards a Re
sponsible Policy in Iraq," Monday, Feb. 22, at 9:30 a.m. 
in the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium, L-131. 

The program speakers are Denis Halliday, former U.N. 

assistant secretary general and chief United Nations Re
lief coordinatorfor Iraq, and Phylliss Bennis, a Fellow at 
the Institute for Policy Studies, Washington, D.C. 

For more information contact Dr. Dave Smith at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll free at (888) 258-8859 Ext. 212. 

SNA officers pro1note health awa·reness 
By TAMMY CUPIT 
Staff Reporter 

Eleven women are leading the way in an effort to promote 
community wellness while working toward nursing careers. 

These women are the current officers of the Student Nurses 
Associaton at College of the Mainland. According to the SNA 
officers, the organization's purpose is to aid in the develop
ment of the indiviclual while urging nursing students, as fu
ture healthcare professionals, to be aware of and contribute 
to improving the health of all people. 

The SNA consists of approximately 110 members made 
up of first- and second-year 
nursing students. The orga
nization sponsors. programs 
and activities designed to 
promote the personal growth 
of each member. 

Corpus Christi Feb. 24-28. Nursing·students from around 
the state will participate. National officers will be elected 
and nursing and healthcare issues will be discussed. 

SNA president, Cynthia Brisbin, is enthusiastic about the 
coming convention as well as the activities of the COM SNA. 
"This organization--changed my persp~ctive on nursing," 
Brisbin stated. "I had no idea of the impact nursing has on 
everything." 

In April the SNA is scheduled to participate in the Relay 
for Life fund-raiser sponsored by the American Cancer So
ciety and held in the Texas City Stadium. SNA members 
will provide basic frrst aid at the event. 

SNA also is involved in 
community service projects, 
such as the blood drive Feb. 
2-3, sponsored by the COM 
Student Activities Board. 
This event came at a time 
when state and local facili
ties were experiencing se
vere blood sho~ages. 

The SNA also held a fund
raiser Feb. 13-14 designed to 
help students with costs re
lated to attending the annual 
Texas SNA convention in 

COM Student Nurses Association '98-'99 officers (standing, from left) are Cynthia 
Brisbin, president; Denise Carey, vice president; Janice Kelley, secretary; Cherish 
Villanova, Student Advlsery Board representative; Donna Nunley, TNSA representa
tive; Karen Sadleir, trttasurer; (sitting, from left) Christine Jeter, historian; Trachel 
Crow, fund-raiser chairwoman; Terri Corbett, nominations and elections chairwoman; 
Amber Lentlng, editor; and Brandy Snipe, community service chairwoman. 



U.S. Rep. Shella Jackson Lee, D-Houston, eulo
gizes Wayne Johnson, Galveston County com
missioner, at his memorial service Jan. 29 In the 
COM Gym. Johnson was a popular community 
leader whom many saw as a rising Democratic 
Party star. He died Jan. 25 from a heart attack at 
Hobby Airport. Lee was one of many dignitaries 
present at the service. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Graduation applications due 
The deadline for application to participate in the College 

of the Mainland graduation ceremony is March 22. All stu
dents eligible to graduate must apply in the Advisement Cen
ter of the Administration Building so that their records can 
be checked to assure all requirements have been met. 

Students interested in helping with graduation should con
tact Connie Bardwell in the Advisement Center or call ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 470. 
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COM observance celebrates MLK's life 
By DANIEL M. DECKER 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Social and Behavioral Scienc
es Team sponsored a Martin Luther King Jr. celebration Jan. 
21 in the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium, L-131. Such 
an observance is "occasion for people to remember Dr. King's 
life and dedicate themselves anew to his dreams," said 
Michele Gagnier, COM government professor. 

The Celebration of the Life and Legacy of Martin Luther 
King Jr. program, which recounted Dr. King's life and ef
forts for racial equality and an end of racist oppression, includ
ed four speakers as well as a video presentation prepared by 
Dr. Manuel Urbina, COM history professor. The video in
cluded clips from Dr. King's speeches, giving insight into 
the life and philosophy of the man behind the reforms. 

"We need a clear vision of this man more than ever," said 
Gagnier, in reference to Dr. King's work for equality in vot-· 
ing rights. She said that Dr. King wanted to stir people's con
sciences through the use of non-violent resistance. "Non
violence is the way of the strong," Gagnier quoted King, 
adding: "We need leaders like him today. We all know that 
Martin Luther King had a dream, but do we recall and are we 
teaching the next generation that he was more of a fighter 
than a dream." 

Deyossie Harris, an instructor for the Social and Behav
ioral Sciences Team, spoke about Dr. King's efforts for equal-

ity and racial justice in labor. 
"I am convinced that labor builds this society," Harris said. 

"And it disturbs me when I find out how few Americans 
know about the contributions ... ofworkei:s in this society." 
Harris stated that labor unions have more discriminatory 
policies than most organizations, especially against blacks 
and women, and that a serious conflict exists among the U.S. 
government, industry and workers. "We need to work to
gether; we need to help each other," Harris said, then quoted 
Dr. King, "When the Negro wins, labor ~ins." 

Dr. Dave Smith, COM history professor, said: "Dr. King 
stood for radical change in our economic, social and politi
cal institutions." American society and economics are in a 
more terrible condition today than they were even 30 years 
ago. Dr. Smith quoted Dr. King: "The Black Revolution is 
much more than a struggle for the rights of the Negroes. It is 
forcing America to face all its interrelated flaws ... and sug
gests that the radical reconstruction of society is the real is
sue to be faced." 

Alex Pratt, acting dean of COM Instruction and Student 
Development, closed the celebration by saying: "We need 
to climb up the mountain. We have not reached th.e 
mountaintop ... there is still discrimination today. But today, 
we call it discrimination with a smile." It is the duty of ev
eryone to do the utmost to end racial injustice, Pratt said. 
"We do need to collect on our promissory note, and it's your 
job to do that." 

Student Handbook offers more thanjust COM rules 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Handbook is avail
able in the Counseling Center on the second floor of the 
Student Center. This free publication is designed to help stu
dents understand what it takes to succeed in college. 

Included in the handbook are behavorial responsiblities; 
the mental differences between college survivors and drop
outs; an attitude test; and a map of the campus. 

The type of conduct that can result in displinary action 
includes being intoxicated on campus; selling, buying or be-

ing under the influen~ ~f controlled substances on campus; 
and the willful damaging of college property: 

The offenses subJ~ct to disciplinary action were "excerpted 
from the (COM) catalog," said James Shippy, associate dean 
for Student Services, and author of the handbook. Students 
charged with any o'f these offenses will be given the right to 
a fair hearing. They also have the right to appeal to the dean 
of Instruction and Student Development. If that is unsatis
factory they may appeal to the college president. 

The handbook describes college survivors and dropouts. 
Which statement from Page 15 fits you? "I can visualize 
myself graduating," or "No one cares if I graduate?" 

lnterCOM answers queries about bookstore policies 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

In order to respond to the Letter to the Editor from Joe 
Silva regarding textbook prices at the College of the Main
land Bookstore (See Page 2), lnterCOM asked manager, C.B. 
Wilbome, exactly how the book.store operates. 

Wilborne explained that each semester the bookstore sends 
the department a list of books the store can order from pub-• 
lishers. The departments then make selections. They also 
inform the bookstore about plans to change texts. 

When a department decides to teach out of a different text 
or a newer edition of the text, the bookstore orders the books 
and creates a list of texts no longer eligible for buy-back. 
Wilbome emphasized the reason the bookstore will not buy 
back discontinued books is because students will have no 
reason to buy them. Buying back books which the store can
not sell would cause an economic strain, he said. 

The COM Bookstore buy-back and refund policy can be 
found on the bookmark presented at the time of purchase, 
Wilborne said. The buy-back periods are at the end of each 
semester, and exact dates are posted throughout the school. 

Books that are in good condition are bought back for half 
the purchase price. 

Book refunds require the return of a book, new or used, 
not including workbooks or paperbacks, with the sales re
ceipt within the first two weeks of class in a long semester 
and during the first week of the summer semesters. 

When returning books; students should specify they are 
returning books not selling them back. This will avoid a mis
understanding. A misunderstanding about returning books 
was one of the reasons Silva wrote his Letter to the &litor. 

For the bookstore to determine how many books it needs 

to order, departments gives estimates of the number of books 
to buy based on enrollment at the time of registration. 

The bookstore tracks enrollment on a daily basis to deter
mine the number of books needed, Wilborne said. When a 
book runs out, the bookstore once again checks enrollment 
and orders more books. 

So, if the bookstore reviews the enrollment, why does a 
supply of books run out? Because a COM ID is not necesary 
to purchase materials at the bookstore, Wilborne said. Any
one from the outside can buy books. The COM Bookstore 
charges less for books than other colleges and universities 
whose bookstores make a large profit, Wilborne explained. 

So, what is the bookstore doing to correct the supply prob
lem? The bookstore now has an automated inventory con
trol system, Wilbome explained. This computer program 
tracks the number of ~ooks bought'from publishers and stu
dents, as well as the number of books sold. As a result book
store workers can get an accurate, current count of inven
tory at the push of a button. 

A common student question is how the bookstore deter
mines the price of books. Publishers regulate the prices, Wil
borne said, and the COM Board of Trustees determines how 
much profit the bookstore can make from the books. The 
Board regulates the profit so the bookstore does not lose 
money, so that it earns Just enough to maintain the business. 
All profit money is then used to reorder new texts for the 
next semester. 

"Our directive is to keep prices as low as possible," 
Wilborne said. "We're not a bookstore that tries to make 
money off of students." 

Some teachers also require students to purchase paper 
booklets which contain their syllabuses. The department and 
/or teacher determine whether and why students must pay 

for these, not the bookstore, Wilborne emphasized. 
For more information contact Wilbome at ( 409) 938-1211 

or toll-free at (888) 258-8859, Ext. 484. 

Students wait in line at the beginning of the spring 
semester to purchase books from the COM Bookstore. 

(Photo by Jim Hlggings) 
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Campus Life 

COM fall soccer team 

The COM fall soccer team finished the season In December; how.ever, make-up games didn't end until January. 
Anyone interested in jdinlng the soccer team should contact Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recreational Pro
grams and Student Activities at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

18th Annual Run/Walk for Your Heart Feb. 20 
By TAMMY CUPIT 
Staff Reporter 

The 18th Annual Run/Walk for Your Heart event is set for 
Saturday, Feb. 20. The starting point is in front of the Col
lege of the Mainland Administration Building. The Run/Walk 
begins at 8:15 a.m.; however, all participants need to pick up 
registration packets in the COM Gym beginning at 7 a.m. 

The event includes the 1/4-, 1-, 3-, and 6-mile run or walk 
with contributions of $8 for 1/4 mile and $15 for 1; 3; or 6 
miles. 

COM is sponsoring the event in association with the Co-

lumbia Mainland-Medical Center, Amoco and the Ameri
can Heart Association. 

Volunteers are needed to help with the Run/Walk and will 
receive free T-shirts for their efforts. They need to report to 
the Gym at 7 a.m. the day of the event. 

Participants were asked to enter by Feb. 12, but late en
tries are still being accepted. However, those who sign up 
late are not assured a T-shirt. 

To enter, volunteer, or for further information and regis
tration forms call Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recreational 
Programs and Student Activities, at (409) 938-1211 or toll
free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

Galveston.celebrates 14th consecutive Mardi Gras 
Continued from Page 1----------
ing the satirical Pinstripe Pasquinade featuring corporate 
clowns and business buffoons as well as the elaborate Cir
cus Mom us Grand Night finale with 20 floats and 15 march
ing bands. 

The Mardi Gras celebration is coordinated by the 
Galveston Park Board of Trustees in conjunction with the 
city of Galveston and 13 participating Mardi Gras krewes. It 
was observed on Galveston Island as early as 1867 and was 
revived in 1985 by Galveston-born preservationist and de
veloper George Mitchell. This year marks the 14th consecu
tive Mardi Gras on the island and hundreds of thousands of 
people revel in the largest celebration _of the event in Texas. 

Historically, Mardi Gras is a festival of feasting and merry
making that precedes. the season of Lent. The term, mardi 
gras, is a French one meaning Fat Tuesday. The name arose 
from the custom of parading a fat ox through the streets on 
Shrove Tuesday which is the day before Ash Wednesday, 
the beginning of Lent. Participants eat, drink and make merry 
during Mardi Gras attempting to satiate the desires of the 
flesh prior to the abstinence observed during Lent. 

College of the Mainland students were able to get in the 
spirit with free food and music served during the Mardi Gras 
celebration held Feb. 16 in the Student Center. 

For further history and future Mardi Gras -events being 
planned, visit www.galvestontourism.com on the Internet. 

Ruins2 runs through Feb. 26 at COM Art Gallery 

--------

(From left) Kevin Vlsentln; Andrea Thomas; Janet Hassinger, COM Art Gallery director and curator; aod Kevin 
Gordon view a photograph In Rulns2. The photography exhibit features the work of Cynthia Lelgh-Nussenblatt 
and Steve Nussenblatt. The exhibit runs through Feb. 26 at the COM Art Gallery. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

COM First Responders 
on hand for emergencies 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

The First Responders program at College of the Mainland 
is the first line of defense at COM for medical emergencies. 
Located in the TechnicaWocational Building, the COM First 
Responders are trained to handle medical emergencies that 
arise on campus. 

"If we have some kind of a (medical) problem on campus 
... we would contact them (COM First Responders)," said 
COM Police Officer Arbry Clifton, who serves as the ad
ministrative liaison between the police and the Responders. 

The COM First Responders "offer basic life support on a 
volunteer basis," said Nancy Eubanks, director of Emergency 
Medical Services_ and Health Occupation Programs. Some 
of the more serious cases treated include seizures, chest pain, 
high blood pressure, unconsciousness and allergic reactions. 

Eubanks leads the 1.5 part-time volunteers who make up 
the COM First Responders staff. Approximately 60 percent 
of the staff are firefighter paramedics. · 

In the event of an emergency, the COM police call the 
Texas City First Responders to place them on alert; then they 
call the COM First Responders to see if they are available. If 
the COM First Responders are not available, the Texas City 
First Responders are told to come, Clifton said. If the COM 
First Responders are available, they arrive within five min
utes, Eubanks said. 

The COM police contact the Texas City First Responders 
first because Texas City has better equipment and more man
power; however it can take them up to 10 minutes to arrive, 
Clifton said. If COM First Responders are not totally 
equipped to handle the emergency, they can render aid until 
the Texas City First Responders can get there. 

Once the Texas City First Responders are contacted, an 
ambulance is dispatched. Either the patient or the First Re
sponders decide whether ambulance transport is needed. 
Responders have the overiding vote if they believe the pa
tient should go the hospital, even if the patient declines. 

In case of an emergency, the COM police should be con
tacted first. They make the decision to call the COM First 
Responders if it 'is "out of our (police) area of expertise," 
Clifton said. If the police believe that it is warranted, they 
will call the COM First Responders. 

In case of an on-campus emergency call Ext. 599. For 
non-emergencies on campus dial Ext. 403. 

To contact the COM police in an emergency from off
campus, call (409) 939-1211 or toll-free at (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 599 or Ext. 403 for non-emergencies. 

Sports Day set for Mar~h 25 
By MYLES MARTIN 
Staff Reporter 

The Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports 
Day is set for March 25 at the San Jacinto College 
Central Campus in Pasadena. College of the Main
land will participate as usual. 

Students are needed to try out for 8-ball, table ten
nis, tennis, racquetball and softball. The 8-ball tryouts 
will be·on Monday, Feb. 22, in the COM Student Cen
ter at 2 p.m. Table tennis tryouts are on Tuesday, Feb. 
23, in the Gym, P-112, at 7 p.m. Tennis tryouts are set 
for Thursday, Feb. 25, at 2 p.m. Racquetball tryouts 
will be Thursday, March 3, at 3 p.m. on the racquet
ball court. The softball practices for Sports Day are 
every Tuesday and Thursday from 3-5 p.m. and every 
Sunday at 3 p.m on the backfield until Sports Day. 

For more information call Maryann Urick, coordi
nator of Recreational Programs and Student Activi
ties, at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 418: 
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Changes lead to ease 
in spring registration 

Police continue investigation of suspects 

Continued from Page 
800, the lines for registration flowed quickly compared 
to previous semesters, mainly due to the increased 
number of advisers present in the Administration 
Building. 

A total of 1,117 students registered for the spring 
semester via the telephone registry service provided 
by COM for returning students. The increased num
ber of students registering by phone can be attributed 
to large-scale promotion by the COM Admissions 
Team during the fall semester, Peace said. · 

The total number of enrolled students this semester 
is down to an estimated 3,260, almost a thousand fewer 
student~ as compared to four years ago. This 4. 75 per
cent drop in head count is largely in the technical and 
industrial fields: .35 percent in academics and 4.4 per
cent in technical areas. The drop in the overall student 
head count may be partially due to COM requiring its 
students to take the Texas Academic Skills Program 
test prior to registerini, Peace speculated. 

Continued from Page 1----------
that he had a weapon," Clifton said. "He would reach his 
hand in his pocket and intimidate them." 

Clifton stressed the importance of calling the campus po
lice. "People need to let us know what is happening. COM 
police officers are fully certified officers through the state of 
Texas with the powers to detain, arrest and charge for viola
tions of state laws and are responsible for the enforcement 
of certain college policies. 

"We are no different than any other police officers," Clifton 
stressed. 

After the COM police detained the two, they called the 
district attorney's office to obtain charges. The COM police 
were told to prepare a photo spread and get an identification 
from the victims. As of now the man and woman have been 
written criminal tresspass warnings. "If they are caught on 
campus they will be arrested immediately," Clifton said. The 
campus police are still gathering evidence to charge the 
couple in the other cases. 

The male is described as an African-American. He ap
pears to be in his rnid-20s, but is really 38 years old. He 
weighs 205 pounds, is 5 feet 11 inches tall, has a muscular 
build and black hair cut close to his head. He sometimes has 
a beard and mustache and usually wears a dark jacket. 

The woman is described as an African-American weigh-

ing 375 pounds. She is 5 feet 8 inches tall, has short black 
hair and appears to be in her early 30s. She was last seen 
wearing a dark jumpsuit and a yellow T-shirt. 

Both have a severe body odor and are "dumpy" in appear
ance, Clifton said. 

According to Clifton the male has a prior criminal history. 
He also said the woman has been seen ''working the gate at 
the Breakers Apartments (in Texas City), the HEB parking 
lot in Texas City and the La Marque Police Department has 
had contact with her as well." 

If you see the couple on campus contact the COM police 
immediately at Ext. 599, the emergency number. 

The police have officers on campus 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. There are three shifts: 7 a.m.-3 p.m.; 3 p.m.-11 
p.m.; and 11 p.m.-7 a.m. 

"Monday through Friday, we schedule three officers in 
the day, three in the evening and one at night," Clifton said. 
"However, frequently we are down to one to two officers." 
On the weekends only one officer works a shift. 

The seven full-time officers and the nine part-time offic
ers work to keep the COM campus safe. To report any suspi
cious activity or crimes on campus call Ext. 599 for emer
gencies and 403 for non-emergencies. The Police Team asks 
that incidents such as the panhandling and the carjacking be 
reported immediately. Don't wait and call from home. 

The TASP is a test required by the state since fall 
1989. It's purpose is to ensure that students have the 
necessary skills in mathmetics, reading and writing to 
do well in college level courses. Students whose scores 
indicate a need for remedial courses must take a·t least 
one remedial class per semester in any of the areas 
needed until they have passed all three TASP sections. 

Unblueprinted drain methane gas leak source 
Many students have difficulty passing remedial 

classes, resulting in students· repeating the same 
courses, Peace said. This discourages students who 
tire of repeating the same classes and who frequently 
drop them or do not return for future semesters. If stu
dents drop the remedial classes necessary for enroll
ment, they are dropped from all their classes. 
· Overall, Peace said the spring registration process 
went comparatively well, with 400 more students reg
istering by phone than previously. Late registration was 
centralized in the Learning Resources Center Audito
rium, L-131, and Peace said jokingly, "Instead of stand
ing in long lines, people were sitting in long lines." 

Continued from Page .1----------
the open drain was discovered the team closed it and 
Kostelecky believes this will take care of the problem. 
Kostelecky ·added that the pipes have now been repaired in 
the Student Center. 

The Maintenance Team had originally planned to smoke 
the pipes over the Christmas holidays to pinpoint the area of 
leakage. But because there were no complaints, the pipes 
were not smoked at -that time. 

"With all of the other projects going on, we just couldn't 
get to it (smoking)," Kostelecky said. Until Feb. 12 there 
had been only one report of an odor. 

Instead of smoking the pipes during the holidays, 
Kostelecky and .his team worked on refinishing the Gym 
basketball floor, reconstructing the Math/Science Lab and 

Spring 1999 InterCOM Staff 

The spring 1999 lnterCOM staff are (front) Steve Pifer; (middle row, from left) Myles Martin; Amy K. Patlach, 
managing editor; Daniel M. Decker; (back, from left) Rachel Delanoix; Patricia Hill, layout editor; Michael 
Navarro; and Tammy Cupit. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

finishing the new Public Service Careers Building across 
from the main entrance to COM. 

Kostelecky and his team also spent Christmas Eve clean
ing and repairJ.ng the College Services Office in the mainte
nance building. Kostelecky's secretary phoned him Christ
mas Eve after discovering one to two inches of water on the 
office floor. A ruptured water heater had caused the leak. 

• •••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 
DOLLARS 

FOR SCHOLARS 

The University of Houston-Clear Lake 
• congratulates these outstanding College of the 

Mainland students on receiving a New Student 
Scholarship to attend UH-Clear Lake 
beginning Spring '99. 

Janet Prince - Gavel 
Fay Lascelle - Ste.liar 
Donna Marburger - Stellar 

UH-Clear Lake is now accepting 
New Student scholarship applications 
for summer or fall '99. Scholarship 
awards range·from $500 to $1000 
annually. Requirements vary with 
each scholarship type. 

APPLICATION DEADLINE 
IS JUNE 1 

CALL 281-283-2520 for a scholarship packet. 

• 

• • • 
University of Houston m Clear Lake : 

2700 Bay Area Blvd., Houston, TX 77058-1098 • • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

.. 



Len Wallace (left) and Charlie King sing folk songs In the LAC Auditorium Feb. 8. King, who has become a COM 
regular, was making his 15th campus appearance. This Is the second time King has appeared at the college with 
another artist. The two folk singers performed three free concerts. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

·Folk duo sings of sex, i0101igrants, unions 
By MYLES MARTIN 
Staff Reporter 

Folk singer/guitarist Charlie King and accordion player/ 
singer Len Wallace gave three free concerts at College of 
the Mainland in the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium, 
L-131, Feb. 8 at 9:30 a.m., 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

King made his 15th appearance at COM, and on this oc
casion was accompanied by Wallace, who was on his first 
visit to Texas. Wallace, a native of Canada, played the accor
dion and sang story-telling songs along with King. This is 
the second year in a row that King has had an accompanist. 
Last year King brought Sharon Perez-Abreu. 

Each song the duo performed had some type of story to go 
with it. They sang songs of immigrants, labor unions and 
even a song geared toward the students about practicing safe 
sex, "Wrap that Rascal." 

Some of the songs were stories about news events that 
King set to music. King and Wallace played Woody Guthrie 
songs and seemed to emulate the style of the early 20th cen
tury folk writer and singer. 

1\vo songs that seemed to stand out were "Nine Gold Med
als" which told of a Special Olympics race in Los Angeles, 
and "You Can't Scare Me ... I'mStickin'Tothe Union"which 

was about labor union membership. 
King and Wallace had the audience laughing at their com

ments back and forth as well as at the songs' humorous lyr
ics. The singers also encouraged the audience to sing along. 

King and Wallace concluded the 9:30 presentation by sing
ing a song King wrote after he had just heard that Nelson 
Mandela had been freed from jail in South Africa. Mandela, 
South Africa's current president was elected in 1994. 

Law enforcement Spanish class 
College of the Mainland will offer a new Spanish class for 

law enforcement officers in April. It may be taken either for 
credit or non-credit. 

COM Spanish Professor Tia Huggins will teach basic 
Spanish phrases and questions for law enforcement officers 
to ask in initial contact, serving warrants, arrests and car stops. 

The credit class is SPAN 1100 and the Countinuing Edu
cation class index number is 2299. The credit class is 16 
contact hours. 

The class meets on Fridays April 9-30 from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Books for the class cost $32. 

For more information or to register, call ( 409) 938-1211 
or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 373. 

UpCOMing Events 
Feb.20 
Run/Walk for Your Heart@8: 15 a.m. 
PTK rummage sale @ 2006 2nd Ave. North in TC 

Feb. 22 
8-ball tournarncnt@2 p.m. in SC 

Social & Behavioral Sciences Team program on Iraq 
@9:30a.m.in Rm. L-131 

Feb.23 
COM Jazz Ensemble conoen @6 p.m. Galveslon 
College Fine Ans Center, free 
Table tennistoumament @ 7 p.m. in Rm. P-112 

Feb.24 
Bookfair @ 9 a.m.-2 p.m. in Tec/\bc Building 
3-on-3 basketball toumament @ 2 p.m. in Gym 
Ruins', pbotosby Steve and Cynthia Nussenblatt, 
closes in COM A11 Gallery 

Feb.25 
Frecjazzworkshop@3 p.m. in Rm. F-117 
Student/Employee tennis tournament @ 2 p.m. 

March2 
Student Concerns Forum @ 12:30 p.m. in SC 

Marcb3 
Student/Employee raaiuetball tournament 

MarcbS-6 
Free movieABugslife@7 p.m. in Rm. L-131 

March7 
PTK Induction Ceremony@2 p.m. in Rm. L-131 

March9 
Special offering for evening srudents @5:30-7:JO 
p.m.inLRC 
RSVP country/weslem dance @ 7-10 p.m. in SC 

Marchll 
Country/western dance workshop 

March13 
Wildlife rehabilitation workshop@ 10 a.m. in 
Challenger 7 Park 

March lS-21 
Spring Break 

March22 
Classes resume 
Last day to apply for spring graduation 
Last day to submit events for lnteiCOM's April 
calendar 

Marcb24 
3-0n-3 basketball tournament @2 p.m. in Gym 

March25 
GCIC Sports Day @ San Jacinto Collegc-0:ntral 
Cam""": all day event 

March27 
• PTK adopt-a-highway cleanup @ 10:30 a.m. in Rm. 

MS-137 

Marcb30 
COM Foundation scholarship application deadline 
Spring Fes1 @ 12;30 p.m. outside LRC 

People Speak Out 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO, Staff Reporter 
and RACHEL DELANOIX, Photographer 

Since January 1998, this country has been captivated 
and aggravated with the ongoing Clinton scandal. Both 
the deposition and impeachment hearings could be seen 
on virtually every channel. To poll campus opinion 
InterCOM asked: Since Clinton will most likely not 
be convicted of perjury and obstruction of justice, what 
effect will censure have on his presidency? 

Dang Nguyen: I think 
he's a g()()d president and 
don't know why people 
are doing this. 

Melissa Oldham: I feel 
that he should be im
peached. It's not just 
about his morals, it's 
about his influence over 
her (Monica Lewinsky) 
to obstruct justice. 

Christa Flores: It's not . 
fair that they're getting 
into his personal life. He's 
a good president and did 
good things for the coun
try. They should look at 
other things about Clinton 
instead of that o~e thing. 

Kim Le: If cleared of 
charges of perjury, which 
clearly he did commit, 
then I feel that his role as 
president would not be 
positive. 

Kristen Schuster: It'll 
make him look the same. 
He looks bad already. 

Hoa Nguyen: I don't 
think about Clinton. I 
think he'll be judged the 
way all the past presid
ents have like Nixon and 
Kennedy. 

Justin Eubanks: Cen
suring, the way I see it, is 
like asking you to leave 
but really telling you to do 
it, asking with authority. 
I think he should just get 
out of politics. 



Appointments made to Board of Trustees 
See Page 3 

Art gallery gives A Retrospective on frogs 
See.Page 5 

History of daylight-saving time 
See Page 5 

March/ April 
1999 

TIPA Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

Westside coinplex 
dedicated March 7 
By TAMMY CUPIT 
Staff Reporter 

The Westside Public Safety Complex Dedication and 
Grand Opening was held Sunday, March 7, at the site of the 
new facilities located on Amburn and Monticello roads across 
from the College of the Mainland main campus. 

The $2.6 million complex consists of Fire Station No. 3, 
which is located in one building and the Public Service Ca
reers Teaching Facility which is housed in the second build
ing along with the Public Works Service Center. These fa
cilities are a result of a joint venture between the city of Texas 
City and COM. 

Speakers at the event were Charles T. Doyle, mayor of 
Texas City; Matthew T. Doyle, COM Board ofTrustees presi
dent; Gerald J. Grimm, fire chief of Texas City; and Larry L. 
Stanley, COM president. More than 150 people, including 
COM employees, firefighters and family members, braved 
the cold, rainy weather to participate in the festivities. 

A musical perfo.rmance by an authentic mariachi band 
'-=='-'=".kicl<ed off the celebration. The group consisted of five men 

and two boys dressed in the traditional wardrobe, black suits 

See New Page 7 

Firefight&r and i.1edatof :/al01" r lpient Corey Aiken .. ut the ribbon at the dedication and grand opening of the 
Public Careers Service Building March 7. COM President Larry L. Stanley (right of Aiken) and Texas City Mayor Chuck 
Doyle (left of Aiken) assisted and spoke at the ceremonies. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

, 

New system lets students get grades by phone 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

At the end of the fall semester, College of the Mainland 
implemented the telephone grade inquiry system that allowed 
students to access their grades by phone instead of receiving 
them by mail. 

Terrilyn Rotramel, program assistant to the dean of 
Instruction and Student Development, stands next to 
the tree dedicated to her late husband, Joe, COM's 
first police chief. She is holding a plaque given to her 
at the dedication March 10. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Students called ( 409) 935-8900, answered a series of 
numerical questions, and then entered their ID numbers and 
pin numbers. That completed, a voice (Gina Castro, publi
cation specialist in the Office of Public Information) told 
the students the letter grades they received for each course. 

Registrar Bill Peace explained that COM acquired the 
system because it ''was one of the features of a program we 

C.eremony memorializes 
COM's first police chief 
By STEVE PIFER · 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland honored the late Joe Rotramel 
with "A Big Tree for a Big Man" ceremony on March 10. 
The tree dedicated to his memory is south of the Adminis
tration Building where the ceremony took place. Approxi
mately 80 people attended. A reception followed 

Rotramel, who died in June 1998, was COM's first po
lice officer and first police chief, serving from 1978 to 1988. 

The ceremony was "wonderful," said Rotramel's widow, 
Terrilynn. "George Thomas and Bill Peace spoke from their 
hearts." Thomas, who was part of COM's original faeulty, 
retired several years ago from the' math department. Peace, 
who also was part of CO M's original faculty and taught Joe 
Rotramel in a chemistry class, is COM's registrar now. 

COM Police Officer Arbry Clifton, on behalf of the po
lice team, presented a plaque to Terrilynn Rotramel and her 
son, John Venzke. Venzke read a speech Terrilynn Rotramel 
had written but was too moved to give. Both choked back 
tears as he read. Music professor Sparky Koerner played 

See 'A big Page 7 

purchased." COM is using the total software package from a 
computing options company in Maryland. 

Other schools such as San Jacinto College are also using 
telephone grade inquiry systems. North Harris County Com
munity College is in the process of implementing such a pro
gram. Peace said COM was actually one of the last schools in 

See Phone Page 7 

5-member dean team 
now new goal of search 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

Despite a year of interviewing candidates, a Col
lege of the Mainland search committee was unable 
to find a suitable candidate to fill the position of 
dean of Instruction and Student Development from 
which Dr. Donald G. Bass retired last fall. Currently 
the position is being filled by Alex Pratt. 

President Larry L. Stanley, at the suggestion of 
the Social Sciences Team, has decided to take a team 
approach to filling the dean position. He plans to 
create a leadership team. The president proposes to 
hire five deans, three full-time and two part-time 
"to experiment with a management model that has 
the potential to be more democratic, more partici
patory and more communicative." He outlined his 
plans in an e-mail sent to COM employees. 

President Stanley believes that the team approach 

See Stanley Page 7 
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Bike patrol rides again, new police uniforms neater 

~ 

The full-time COM Police Team members are (standing from left) officers Arbry Clifton, Tony Mallette, Thomas 
Dendy, E.W. "Butch" Carr and (seated) Program Assistant Diann Lukas. Other full-time police officers not pic
tured are Vernette Jones, Willie Huerta and Vernon Ewell. Another nine·part-time officers round out the police 
team. The police will begin bike pat~ols the week of March 29. Officers Clifton and Dendy will be on full-time bike 
patrol and part-time officer Robin Ring will patrol every other weekend. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

InterCOM praised despite slight error 
Dear Editor, 

In keeping with the revered, ancient proverb which 
promulgates the precept that a word fitly spoken is like 
apples of gold on platters of silver, it is altogether fitting 
and proper to say a word of congratulations to the entire 
InterCOM staff for the truly outstanding caliber of the 
InterCOM issues that have emanated from your conscious 
efforts reflective of the highest attributes of journalistic 
professionalism. 

In the interest of giving credit where credit is due, allow 
me to point out that the video presentation highlighting the 
significant contributions of Dr. Martin Luther King's 
lifework (as reported on Page 5 in the February Inter
COM) was not of my doing, but rather this masterful 
presentation is attributed to the resourcefulness of political 
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science professor, Michele Gagnier, and to the imaginative 
creativity of political science professor, Dr. David Smith 
(with the wholehearted cooperation of Phil Johnson and 
Jerry Anderson of the non-print media staff), whose 
dedication to endeavors that appeal to "the better angels of 
our nature" is both inspirational and most heartwarming. 

Felicidades, 
Manuel Urbina II, 
Professor de Historia 

Editor's note: Dr. Urbina had been scheduled to act as 
master of ceremonies for the presentation, but was called 
away that day on business with the city of Texas City, 
concerning its sister city, Coatzacoalcos, Veracruz, 
Mexico. 

Kim Belle and Rebecca R·odriguez check out a few of 
the books on sale at the SAS-sponsored Book Fair 
Feb. 24 in the TechnicalNocational Building. Another 
book fair will be held March 31 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

(Photo by Rachel Delanoix) 

By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

The man and and woman detained at College of the Main
land for carjacking on Feb. 2, as reported in the February 
issue of InterCOM, have not been seen on campus since. 
COM Police Officer Tony Mallette said he did not expect 
them back. 

Since the bike patrol resumed the end of March, the po
lice team members have been getting used to their new moun
tain bike. The two older bikes will be back from their annual 
servicing the week of March 29. COM Police officers Arbry 
Clifton and Thomas Dendy will be on the bike patrol full
time. COM Police Officer Robin Ring will ride every other 
weekend on a part-time basis. 

In other police news, the COM Police Team is in the pro
cess of changing the officers' uniforms. These changes are_ 
occurring because the new uniform supplier, Lawman's Po
lice Supplier, gives more options than Skaggs Police Sup
plier, Clifton said. The officers have already begun using a 
darker gray shirt to complement the navy blue pants. This is 
the only change that will be made in the winter uniform. 

However, both the long and short pants and the shirt of the 
summer uniform will be going through greater changes. A 
light blue shirt will become standard wear and navy blue 
cargo pants will replace the pants now worn. The new navy 
blue shorts will be "better tailored," Mallette said. 

The summer uniform was designed to be "more cool and 
(the) uniform material more durable;" Oifton said. In addi
tion, the new unifom design looks more professional, "not 
so sloppy," Mallette said. "It has better tapering and fitting" 
than the old summer uniforms. 

!~·:·f·••·•.•.f.·.··•··~ .~~.' io.irl.·•·. 1lcl~.nrti·~et11. ···· 
· JD f.'espQ.~~ers p ·. c e -
' By sij'vEPIFER 

StatfB.ep0rter 

•:••··············•li~•I~ ··ab6~t···th~IM •• First .R~ihd;~··•1n the :••·i 
FebtpA.ryJli$Ue of ln~i@M ®ialned~veral e.iro.rs .. :.· 
mtact. ❖ ··•· .. ·. • : 1·•··. · . •·.· ·.•.•·.· . . .·. 

The ~t senten~ qf!fieJtory read;:'The Fi.-st Re--

••••••••:xrii~~t~/lt<!it,.: :!t=:~,!5,:·•··· 
.... was ilic;orrect because the ~OM polipe ~ . ilie ''first 

line ofdefense" for tnt;dical emergencies. 
Anothet error was an ovetsight. Otni~ from the 

story wa$ .th~ fact tbaf ~!W Mathews, Emergency 
Medi~k$etyiies. aricf Hehltb Ocqup4tjon Programs 
faculty member,js sect.md in co~d after Nancy 
Bub~, director Qf EMS/Health Occupation Pro-
grams. •·•· . i. . 

The Jactthat the C•M First .Respohde.rs ha-ve 15 
part-tiQ1e voJunteerswas~otexplained well. Th.evol~ 
unteers are available ohty m the evenings and all vol• 
unteers are .not available every evening. · ; 
; Thestoryalso readiJJporrecUy that tlleCOMpolice ,. 
call thJ'fe~~ City F~llepartment tQplace the Texas 
City flirs,t Responde.~ ff§n alert • ., In• reaµty, the COM 
police piake the cailfo the Texas City .:Fire Depart
ment to send their FqstResponders iinmediately and 
concurrently dispatch an itmbulance. 

Another error involv~the reporterwtiting that ''ei
ther the patient or the Fµst Responders.q~idewhether · 
ambulaµce transport is needed!' ActuallyQnly the pa
tient decides whether or not to go to the hospital in an 
ambulance. 

Editor's ·note: fnterC04[ apologizes for the 
iltaccuracies in the earlier story and anyconfusion 
or inconvenience it may kave caused. 



Congress should seek 
to end Iraqi sanctions 

How much do you.know about sanctions? 
Sa!}ctions are legal measures, such as an embargo, taken by 

an official body to enforce demands. Are you aware that the 
United Nations has had economic sanctions (food and other 
basic needs) imposed on Iraq for eight years? Eight years! For 
eight years, it has been extremely difficult for the Iraqi people to 
get medicines and food. 

Food is rationed by the government and Iraqis pay a relatively 
low price to receive basic foods. So you're probably saying, "So 
what?" Well, first, these government rations are extremely 
basic: mainly flour, rice, sugar, tea and milk (milk only for 
families with infants). Up to 30 percent of the Iraqi population is 
malnourished. That is about one out of every three people. 

The U.S. government does not care that the Iraqi people are 
suffering day in and day out. It acts as though the only person 
living in Iraq is Saddam Hussein. I doubt, however, that he 
experiences any hardships as a result of the sanctions. 

There are Iraqi children who suffer from leukemia. If treated 
with medicine, the cure rate is 70 percent, but because of 
sanctions, no sophisticated medicines are available and without 
treatment, the cure rate for leukemia is O percent. Many young 
children in Iraq also are sent into the streets by their parents to 
beg for money and food. And sanitation is poor because of 
damage done by missiles during the Gulf War period. As a 
result outbreaks of cholera and hepatitis have occurred. 

The United States should not continue to support these . 
sanctions against Iraq. We believe murder is a serious crime and 
punish it severely, yet ,hat is exactly what we are doing in Iraq: 
We are murdering people slowly, and are allowing them to 
suffer before they die. 

You and I should get involved to defend the people of Iraq. 
We should not support Saddam Hussein, but we should at least 
have some compassion for the ordinary Iraqis who are suffering. 

So, what can we do to end sanctions? 
We can do quite a few things including (but certainly not 

limited to), becoming educated on the subject, writing our 
congressmen to let them know we are against sanctions and 
writing letters to the editors of local newspapers protesting 
sanctions. And finally, the most important thing we can do is to 
educate others, so they also will write letters of protest. 
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Ht SQUEEZE ... 
SHUCKS ... THE AMERICAN PEOPLE NEED TO 
GET ON WITH MY BUSINESS ... I MEAN ... I MUST GET 
BACK TO DATING AND I NEEDED TO DISTRACT 
THE MEDIA ATTENTION AWAY FROM HY CHINA DEAL. .. 

Yo! SLlcK w1LL1E ... 
I GOT A •HOT PIZZA• AND 

SOME FRESH CUBAN CIGARS ... 

DUH ... CHILL DUDE ... OK ... l'LL CALL BETTY ... 

SO WHA lt UP WITH THIS 
BOMBING OF THE SERBS?? 

Rick Hardeman, the artist who created the cartoon above, is a graphic arts student at COM. 

2 new trustees to fill Board positions 
By TAMMY CUPIT 
Staff Reporter 

Roy Davila and Gary Weatherby will be appointed to 
the College of the Mainland Board of Trustees May 1 
w_hen Ivan Langford m and Matthew T. Doyle step down. 
No election is necessary as the men are unopposed for 
the positions. . 

Davila, 56, has been a Texas City resident for 50 years. 
He is the secretary/treasurer of the United Food Com

. mercial Workers union which is the local labor union for 
grocery stores. Davila will replace Langford on the Board. 

"I have served our community for over 30 years," 
Davila said, "and I am dedicated to comprehensive, quality 
educational programs and student services." Davita's plat
form promises affordable tuition at COM; fair taxes; aca
demic freedom with a diverse staff; and an educational 
experience promoting critical thinking and democratic 
participation while preparing students for good paying 
jobs. 

Gary Weatherby, 56, has been a resident of Dickinson 

for more than 16 years. He works as;an international union 
representative for the Paper, Allied Industrial, Chemical 
and Energy International Wor ers Union ahd has held 
that position since 1976. Weatherby said he was prompted 
by COM staff members to run for the Board position. 

"I have seen the college grow," he said, "and I want it 
to stay affordable and easily accessible to the working 
people of the community and their children." Weatherby's 
platform also promotes academic freedom and encour
ages students to obtain skills necessary to succeed in life. 

The COM Board of Trustees consists of seven mem
bers who are elected officials serving six year terms. These 
members hold full legal and financial responsibility for 
the college. They have the power to make policy, employ 
a president and hire personnel. 

Board members who will continue to serve are Ralph 
E. Holm, special events coordinator for the city of Texas 
City; Jimmy M. Jones, director of the Electrical Joint Ap
prentice Training Council; James E. Butler, minister; 
Bennie Matthews, retired math teacher; and Nick 
Stepchinski, real estate agent. 

Mideast policy experts call for end to Iraqi suffering 
By MYLES MARTIN 
Staff Reporter 

Denis Halliday and Phyllis Bennis recently spoke on the 
effects of U.N. sanctions on Iraq and what can be done to 
force their being lifted. These sanctions against Iraq have 
been in place since 1990, shortly before the start of the Per
sian Gulf War. 

Halliday, a former U.N. assistant secl'.etary general, and 
Bennis, a fellow at the Institute for Policy Studies in Wash
ington, D.C., spoke at College of the Mainland Feb. 22. The 
two are on a 21-city speaking tour across the country, speak
ing out against -the sanctions at such universities as the Uni
versity of Texas at Austin; Harvard, Cambridge, Mass.; Yale, 
New Haven, Conn.; and Princeton, Princeton, N.J. 

When COM history Professor Larry Smith introduced 
Halliday and Bennis, he said the United Nations has been 
acting as if the only person in Iraq were Saddam Hussein, 
when actually 22 million people live in Iraq and are experi
encing hardships because of sanctions. 

Halliday worked for 13 months as the head of the U.N. 
Oil for Food program, but resigned last October in protest of 
the sanctions. Bennis has written several books dealing with 
foreign policy, including one dealing specifically with Iraq, 

Beyond the Storm. 
Halliday said 100 to 150 Iraqi children die each day as a 

result of sanctions. Iraq has almost no sophisticated medi
cine, and 30 percent of Iraqi children suffer from 
malnourishment because sanctions keep food and medicine 
from entering the country. 

He emphasized the average American is not aware of the 
conditions and hardships, such as children dying of leuke
mia because medicines iJ.ren 't available. If treated with medi
cine, the cure rate is 70 percent, but because of sanctions, no 
sophisticated medicines are available and without treatment, 
the cure rate for leukemia is O percent. The sanctions have 
been in effect since 1990. "It's (policy on sanctions) got to 
change;" Halliday stated. 

Bennis said people should demand ah end to the economic 
sanctions but ask for an increase in military sanctions, so 
that Iraq will not be able to have access to weapons of mass 
destruction and biological (germ warfare) weapons. 

The two are speaking around the country to inform, and 
more importantly, to motivate people to get involved in re
moving economic sanctions. Both said people should write 
to. their representatives and senators, become informed on 
the subject, write letters to their local newspapers and in
form friends and family. 

Both speakers advocate immediate lifting of sanctions. "We 
cannot sit back and be silent," Halliday stated. 

Phyllis Bennis, a fellow at the Institute for Policy Stud
ies in Washington, D.C., and Denis Halliday, a former 
U.N. assistant secretary general, spoke on the effects 
of U.N. sanctions on Iraq at COM Feb. 22. 

(Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 
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Deans respond to questions, coniments at forum 
'1 

!di? 
COM student Venita Sheldon (far right) asks a question of (seated at table, from left) Alex Pratt, acting dean of Instruc
tion and Student Development, and Dr. Henry Pope, dean of College and Financial Services, at the Student Concerns 
Forum in the Student Center March 2. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Workshop offers tips for time saving 
By TAMMY CUPIT 
Staff Reporter 

Could your memory stand to improve? Do your time man
agement skills keep you breathless and scrambling to stay 
caught up? 

The Memory Improvement and Tune Management Work
shop held Feb. 2 by James Shippy, associate dean of Student 
Services, provided valuable tips for improving memory and 
effectively managing time. 

Speaking to a small group, Shippy used handouts, ques
tionnaires and overhead projections to emphasize important 
points. 

The first half-hour of the workshop was devoted to memory 
improvement. 

"I learn with the intention of remembering," Shippy stated. 
He then listed five ways to improve memory: 1) Pay atten
tion and become interested in your subject. 2) Be selective-,
you can't remember everything, so focus on what's impor
tant. 3) Organize your material in ways that help you re
member it. 4) Review subject matter you want to memorize 
through self-testing or having others test you. 5) Apply what 
you have learned to everyday life and things around you. 

Memory and concentration may also be improved through 

daily physical exercise and proper nutrition. 
Tune management skills were the focus of the second half

hour of the workshop. According to Shippy, quality is more 
important than quantity when it comes to time. 

"Time is something you can't stop, buy, trade in or pre
dict," Shippy stated. "Once blown, it's gone forever." Guide
lines to aid in time management include monitoring your 
time to learn how you spend it, thereby increasing aware
ness of time you have wasted. 

Having a written to-do list helps in deciding what needs to 
be done now vs. what can be done later. Further recommen
dations for managing time include .allowing for sufficient 
sleep and leisure activities to prevent fatigue and burnout. 

Shippy emphasized the importance of being on time to 
events. He added that others often view people who are on 
time as more eager and more responsible. 

Shippy listed common time-wasters. These include inde
cision, procrastination, lack of setting priorities, disorgani
zation, miscommunication and attempting too much at once. 

Low priority items, as well as items of little or no conse
quence, are better left undone, as are things done for others 
that they could do for themselves. 

Shippy ended the workshop stating, "The wisdom of life 
consists in eliminating nonessentials." 

Ryan gives realistic view of D-:t;)ay, World War II 
By MYLES MARTIN 
Staff Reporter 

Saving Private Ryan is certainly one of the best movies to 
be released in the '90s and could ultimately rank as one of 
the best of all time. Directed by Steven Spielberg and star
ring Tom Hanks and Matt Damon ( Good Will Hwzting), Ryan 
gives a realistic view of the old cliche, "War is hell." 

As it turns out, Pvt. James Ryan, who had parachuted 
behind enemy lines and was missing in action, has three 
brothers, but he is the only surviving sibling, having lost all 
three in World War 11. 

After discovering that Ryan's mother will be getting all 
three death notices.at the same time, a top government offi
cial decides to send a group of men to search for him to 

. bring him home. 
They have no idea where he is, so they have to go trudg

ing through areas crawling with enemies. Along the way the 
group faces many hardships and argues over why they should 
risk their lives to save one man. 

Tom Hanks gives a stunning perfonnance, one extremely 

worthy of another Academy Award, and he certainly has come 
a long way since the days of films such as Turner and Hooch 
and Big. 

Spielberg's direction is excellent, proving that he can still 
make four-star movies. The Academy recognized this by 
awarding him his second Oscar for Best Director at the 71st 
annual Academy Awards which were held March 21. The 
first was for Schindler '.5 List. Ryan also won four technical 
awards. 

Ryan spares nothing in terms of blood and gore. The movie 
begins with a re-enactment of the D-Day invasion and pro
ceeds to show the audience graphic scenes of men being 
sh<;>t, bombed and maimed, ad nauseum. The movie is a good 
educational experience for everyone, showing audiences 
exactly what really happened on the beach in France on June 
6, 1944. 

If you can stomach it, Saving Private Ryan is an excellent 
movie to see. 

It was released last summer, then.re-released in February, 
so take three hours one day to go watch it if you haven't 
already, and if you have seen it, go see it again. 

By MYLES MARTIN 
Staff Reporter 

Approximately 25 students attended the infonnal Student 
Concerns Forum in the College of the Mainland Student Cen
ter March 2. Alex Pratt, acting dean of Instruction .µid Stu
dent Development, and Dr. Henry Pope, dean of College 
and Financial Services, answered student questions, and re
sponded to concerns and suggestions regarding COM pol.i
des and practices. 

One question regarded the college getting an ATM ma
chine. "Information has been asked about getting an ATM, 
but no one has wanted to put one in and it will cost a great 
deal of money," responded Dr. Pope, whose job deals with 
any safety, maintenance, bookstore and mail issues. 

A student said no change is available on Saturdays and 
suggested the college get a bill changer. Dean Pratt responded 
it would take a vendor to put in a bill changer, but change is 
available in the library for students on Saturdays. Dean Pratt 
deals with academic areas, grievances, class schedules and 
the course catalog. 

Several questions and comments concerned the college 
bookstore. One student said that the bookstore's prices are 
too high. Dr. Pope answered: "By policy, the bookstore main
tains the prices at the lowest profit margin to break even. We 
don't want to make a profit." 

The current dean situation also was discussed. A dean's 
committee spent a year on two unsuccessful searches for 
one person to fill the dean of Instruction and Student Devel
opment position. Dr. Donald G. Bass, the former dean, re
tired at the end of last August. 

At the March 1 Board of Trustees meeting, the Board dis
cussed filling the position with five people, three full-time 
and two part-time, frolll within the college. 

"The students and faculty deserve a full-time dean, not 
someone working on a part-time basis," Dean Pratt said con
cerning the new plan. He feels strongly that no matter how 
many deans there are, the job should not be done on a part
time basis. 

Another question asked was why the end-of-semester 
grades are no longer mailed out. Dean Pope responded the 
reason is that students have much quicker access by phone, 
and it saves the college a great deal of money. 

The last forum was held in November and some of the 
suggestions that arose then have been implemented. One was 
having the television in the Student Center repaired. 

The next Student Concerns Forum is planned for fall. 

Fake government ~ail alert 
The U.S. Postal Service and the Better Business Bu

reau are advising businesses and consumers to be on 
the lookout for "government" mail. 

These mailings come from private companies which 
use names that sound similar to those of government 
agencies. The mailings are often deceptive, confusing 
and sometimes illegal. They usually contain solicita
tions to purchase goods or services or request money 
for information, donations or fees. A common mail
ing in the Galveston/Houston area requests filing fees 
for Designation of Homestead exemptions. 

No matter how official the name used by a private 
mailer sounds, remember that government agencies 
send official inail in envelopes whose upper right hand 
comer has a "penalty indica," the U.S. Postal Service 
shield and the words, "Penalty for Private use $300," 
or a government mailing permit imprint which will 
always read "Bulle Rate Postage Paid," a postage meter 
strip or a precanceled stamp. 

If you receive any mail that seems suspicious, send 
the mailing with a brief note to the Better Business 
Bureau, 5225 Katy Freeway, Suite 500, Houston, TX 
77007, or contact the U.S. Postal Inspection Service 
at (800) 654-8896. 



Young boy's dream 
portrayed in movie 
By TAMMY CUPIT 
Staff Reporter 

Rockets, courage, romance and the realization of dreams 
abound in October Sky. The movie is ·a true story adapted 
from the childhood memoir Rocket Boys, written by retired 
NASA engineer Homer "Sonny" Hickam Jr. 

The movie is set in a small town in West Vrrginia in the 
late 1950s where coal mining is the expected adult occupa
tion. The Soviets have launched Sputnik and teen-ager 
Hickam's imagination is sparked when he witnesses Sput
nik soaring over his town during a flyover. 

Hickam decides that he wants to build rockets but after 
his first solo attempt during which he blows up his mother's 
fence, he realizes that a team effort is necessary. He enlists 
the help of school brain, Quentin, and convinces his buddies 
O'Dell and Roy Lee to kick in as well. 

They are further encouraged in their efforts by their sci
ence teacher, Miss Riley, who knows that a college educa
tion may be the only way for these boys to have a life be
yond the coal mines. 

The complexity of the father-son relationship is well 
chronicled in this movie in a touching, sincere way. Hickam 's 
father is the coal mine superintendent and feels that his son 
is wasting his time with rockets and should be preparing for 
a life in the mines. 

After numerous failed attempts and setbacks, the boys build 
a rocket that flies high into the sky attracting the town's at
tention. The boys are convinced to enter the county science 
fair where college scouts and scholarships are available. 

October Sky is full of humor, hope and perseverance. The 
audience is rooting for these boys throughout the film and 
the ending is indicative of the American dream. Best of all, 
this story is true. 

Cancer help line offered 
The American Cancer Society announced in a recent press 

release that Texans will now benefit from its new cancer 

infonnation and resource service:-a national "one-stop" help 
line for up-to-date cancer information as well as local can
cer resources. The society's new service is now avaliable 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, and is the only national 
cancer help line in the country that can offer both general 
and localized information. 

For more information on the American Cancer Society's 
programs and services, call toll free (800)ACS-2345 or visit 
www.cancer.org. 

The American Cancer Society estimates that nearly 77,400 
residents in Texas will be diagnosed with cancer this year 
and as a result, find themselves in a frightening new realm 
of foreign medical terms and life-altering decisions. 

The help line offers cancer patients and their loved ones a 
single place to tum for help in understanding the challenges 
ahead. Trained information specialists spend time with call
ers, answering questions about their specific disease, the 
various diagnostic tests they may face, available treatment 
options, pain control methods and any other questions. 

, A unique advantage of the service is nationwide access to 
an extensive database of local cancer resources such as sup
port groups, cancer care facilities, patient service programs 
and local social services. Specialists can connect callers with 
local services or resources in most other cities-a particular 
benefit for callers who are caring for loved ones from afar. 

Spring arts festival April 22 
The College of the Mainland annual Fine Arts Festival is 

set for April 22._The college's fine arts organizations will be 
showcased throughout the day. 

The COM Singers, Studio Singers, Jazz Combo and the 
woodwind quartet, as well as soloists and duets will per
form. Most shows will be in the Fine Arts Recital Hall, F-
117. A pottery sale of student work begins at 10 a.m. The 
student art show will be on display all day in the COM Fine 
Arts Gallery. The exhibit closes May 4. 

Renowned potter and artist Vorakit Chinookoswong (seated) smiles at his audience which gathered to 
watch his pottery demonstration. Chinookoswong created three pieces, a vase, a jar and a bowl at the 
demonstration. A Retrospective, a collection of his favorite work half of which features small frogs, is on 
display in the COM Fine Arts Gallery through April 7. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

A Retrospective exhibited in art gallery 
By DANIEL M. DECKER 
Staff Reporter 

"Thank you very much," said Vorakit Chinookoswong 
with a tremendous smile in response to praise of his art
work. 

A renowned potter, Chinookoswong, talked to a Col
lege of the Mainland audience about his presentation A 
Retrospective in the Fine Arts Building March 4. He fol
lowed with a demonstration on the potter's wheel. 

Born in Thail:µid, Chinookoswong studied in Japan, 

where he achieved a degree in science. However, his fa
ther told him that one skill would not be enough to sur
vive and that he should train in another area as well. 

Chinookoswong apprenticed to a potter for six years in 
Thailand before moving to the United States. When he 
arrived in the States, Cbinookoswong soon realized that 
because of his lack of English skills he would not be able 
to get a job with his degree in inorganic materials. He 
would have to resort to bis potter's wheel to survive. 

Chinookoswong has always been a respected potter, 
said Janet Hassinger, the curator of the COM Art Gallery. 
It wasn't until an American customer asked Chin
ookoswong to add a small frog figurine to a piece of pot-

tery that his career as a potter began to be very profitable. 
Chinookoswong's customers loved the frogs so much 

that he received many requests for more elaborate de
signs, so much, in fact, that Chinookoswong attributes 
his monetary success to the frogs. He has dedicated many 
pieces of his pottery to the frogs, such as the "Little Temple 
#2," a large piece of pottery with a small temple inhab
ited by frogs. This piece in the exhibit. 

Hassinger said that many people are so enchanted by 
the simplicity and charm of the frogs that they miss the 
beauty and design of the pottery the frogs are a part of. 

Designs just come to him he said. "I believe that to 
design is to make a design ... to go on and on." 

A Retrospective is on display in the gallery until April 
7. Chinookoswong calls his exhibit a retrospective be
cause it shows the subtle changes in his form and intrica
cies, Hassinger explained. The display has many pieces 
from Chinookoswong's private collection and pieces he 
personally admires. Many unfortunately are not for sale. 
The various pieces of Chinookoswong's pottery that are 
for sale at the gallery range in price from $60 to $1,200. 

Any person interested in setting a private viewing time 
or purchasing artwork should contact Hassinger at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 354. 

Daylight-saving time first used in World War I 
By DANIEL M. DECKER 
Staff Reporter 

Spring forward, fall back. 
Daylight-saving time is about to "spring" upon us once 

again on April 4. We will advance the clocks and unfortu
nately lose one hour of precious sleep. But everything will 
be just fine and dandy because we set the clocks back one 

hour in October when we get back that oh-so-precious hour 
of sleep. 

Daylight-saving time is a system of conserving daylight 
for conventional time periods in the average person's day. 
Also known as Summer Trrne, the United States established 
DTS in 1966 by enacting the Uniform Trrne Act which pro
vided a uniform daylight-saving time system within each 
time zone throughout the United States and its possessions, 
exempting only those ~tates whose legislatures voted to keep 
their states on standard time. Presently, only the legislature 
of Indiana has voted to keep the state on daylight-saving 
time. They no longer fall back. 

Iu a humorous essay he wrote in 1784, Benjamin Franklin 
first introduced the idea of daylight-saving time. 

Englishman William Wille~ picked up the idea in 1907 
and_ proposed that the clock be annually advanced 80 min
utes in four periods of 20 minutes during the summer and 
spring. The following year England's House of Commons 
rejected a bill that would have advanced the clock by one 
hour in the spring and returned to normal time in the fall. 

However, during World War I, many countries including 
the United States, Germany,Australia and Great Britian em
braced daylight-saving time in an· attempt to save fuel by 
lowering the need for artificial light during nighttime hours. 
During World War II, many nations kept their clocks con
tinuously advanced one hour. 

Because of problems in various states about consistent time 
change, the United States enacted legislation in 1986 that set 
the standard for daylight-saving time in all states and territo
ries. Under this legislation, daylight-saving time begins at 2 
a.m. on the frrst Sunday of April and ends at 2 a.m. on the 
last Sunday of October. 

.... 
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Campus Life 

The COM softball team won second place at the GCIC Sports Day held at San Jacinto College central campus 
March 25. The winning team consists of (back row, from left) team captain Mike Brown, Chris Barkmann, Matt 
Klingenberg, Adam Files, Ryan Jakeaway, Greg Gaona; (front row, from left) Nicolle Lopez, Danielle Ayala, Aus
tin (Greg Gaona's son), Tiffany Garcia and Charlotte Cooper. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM students winners at Sports Day 
ByMICHAELNAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

The Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day was 
held at San Jacinto College central campus March 25. It was 
an all day event. 

College of the Mainland students participated in basket
ball, 8-ball, golf, racquetball, softball, table tennis, tennis, 
and both indoor and outdoor volleyball. 

The COM softball team won second place. The winners 
were determined by a double-elimination tournami,nt. 

Two COM students won in the table tennis tournament. 
Chuong Vu won first place; Jesse Maldonado, second. 

~ . •• : :·'W 

Thurman Thomas cues up for a shot to polish his 8-
ball game in the Student Center in preparation for the 
GCIC Sports Day held at San Jacinto College central 
campus March 25. He won fourth place. COM placed 
in several other events at Sports Day. 

(Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Eric McPherson won first place in racquetball, and 
Thurman Thomas won fourth place in 8-ball. 

"The goal for Sports Day is to bring students together from 
various schools for an enjoyable day of competition," said 
Maryann Urick, coordination of Recreational Programs and' 
Student Activities. "We congratulate those who won, but we 
hope everyone had a good time." 

GCIC Sports Day is held in both the fall and spring se
mesters with different colleges hosting. 

Colleges that participated in Sports Day in addition to 
COM included Alvin Community, Brazosport, Galveston, 
Houston Community, Kingwood, Lee, North Houston, 
Tomball, San Jacinto and Wharton Community. 

Finalists announced 
for instructor of year 

The five finalists for the College of the Mainland Out
standing Instructor of the Year have been announced. They 
are Deborah Bastien, nursing; Rich Nowak, real estate; 
Joanna Kile, biology; Leslie Richardson, math; and Renate 
True, biology. Nowak and True have been voted Outstand
ing Instructor in previous years. Biology Professor Marilynn 
Kish-Molina is the current Outstanding Instructor of the Year. 

Boxes and nomination forms were placed at 15 polling 
places on campus March 1-11. Finalists were selected ac
cording to the number of votes each received from students. 

The outstanding teacher receives $1,500 for professional 
development and will represent COM as the Piper Professor 
nominee in fall. The winner will be announced at the Em
ployee Recognition Dinner April 23. The other four final
ists will receive awatds for teaching excellence. 

SAB hosts ethnic luncheon 
A Multi-Cultural Luncheon will be held in the College of 

the Mainland Student Center ~pril 13 at 12:30 p.m. Attend- · 
ees should bring a dish from their culture with the exception 
of international students who will share cultural ideas and 
experiences. The Student Activities Board sponsors the event. 
For information call Maryann Urick, coordinator of COM 
Recreational Programs and Student Activities at ( 409) 938-
1211 or toll free at (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

Galveston College 
hosts golf, volleyball 
By STEVE PIFER_ 
Staff Reporter 

Galveston College is hosting the Gulf Coast Intercolle
giate Conference Beach Volleyball Tournament at Stewart 
Beach on April 15. All participating colleges including Col
lege of the Mainland, help to run the event. Typically be
tween seven and 12 schools participate. 

Galveston College also is hosting a golf tournament at 
Galveston Municipal Golf Course on the same day. COM 
golfers need to get to the golf course on their own. If neces
sary, transportation will be provided for COM beach volley
ball participants. 

Beach volleyball and golf both start at 9 a.m. All partici
pants should arrive at their event's location no later than 8:30 
to process sign-up since there is no sign-up deadline. 

Twelve member schools are in GCIC. In addition to COM 
these include Brazosport College, Alvin Community Col
lege, San Jacinto College, Kingwood College, Tomball Col
lege, North Harris Community College, Lee College, Hous
ton Community College, Galveston College and Wharton 
Community College. 

For more information call Maryann Urick, coordinator of 
the COM Recreational Programs and Student Activites, at 
(409) 938-1211 or toll free at (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. Or 
call the Gym at Ext. 422 if Urick is unavailable. 

COM volleyball player Fabio Pereire (left of net) hits the 
ball to Alvin Community College during one of the GCIC 
Sports Day competitions March 25 at San Jacinto Col
lege central campus. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM returns home with 
three nursing achievements 

Six College of the Mainland nursing students and two 
nursing faculty advisers attended the 51st annual conven
tion of the Texas Nursing Students Association held in Cor
pus Christi Feb. 24-28 . 

Cynthia Brisbin, the COM Student Nursing Association 
president, was elected to the office of Eastern Regional Di
rector of TSNA at the convention. 

Students Melissa Litchfield, Brandy Sni~, Denise Carey, 
Terrie Corbett and Amber Lenling also attended. The COM 
SNA also won the award for Best Scrapbook. 

COM nursing Professor Joan Mader, a TNSAadviser, was 
named Faculty of the Year for Texas. 

COM nursing Professor Tom Hawkins, also a TNSA ad
viser, was appointed as a special consultant for the Execu
tive Board of Directors. He also spoke at the convention on 
"Student to Working Nurse: The Transition." 
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Phone grade_ inquiry saves money, gains efficiency 
Continued from Page 1-----------
the area to adopt the telephone grade inquiry. 

The college implemented the system as a cost-saving mea
sure. Too much money was being spent on postage for 
mailouts and money was wasted on· grades sent to wrong 
addresses. 

With the new system students can find out their grades as 
soon as their ins~ctors turn them in. However, they may 
not be able to access all their grades.on the first call since 
some instructors turn in grades later than others. Instructors 
do have a deadline by which they must turn in grades at the 
end of each semester. 

Most students accessed their grades the Saturday after 
COM let out for the Christmas holidays. Some students even 
were able to access their grades as early as Thursday during 
the last 'Yeek of school because their instructors had turned 
grades in early. 

Even though fliers were placed all over campus and teach
ers passed out grade inquiry cards with complete informa
tion about the change, some students did not attempt to phone 
for their grades but waited in vain for the grades to be mailed. 

Peace said students will soon be accustomed to the tele
phone grade inquiry procedure. 

Th'ere is a misunderstanding that grades are no longer avail-

able in hard copy form, Peace said. This is untrue. Students 
can get a hard copy of their grades by requesting a copy of 
their 315 Student Inquiry Reports. Students also can get their 
grades in hard copy as soon,as the grades have been posted. 
They need only to ask for them at the Admissions Office. 

The change to telephone access for grades is permanent, 
Peace emphasized. COM is moving toward a completely 
paperless system. "We're trying to save a few trees." 

Can a family member obtain a copy of a student's grades? 
According to Peace, if the student is a dep~ndent of the rela
tive, the relative need only present tax forms listing the stu
dent as a dependent or provide written consent from that 
student and a copy of the grades will be made available to 
the relative. Otherwise, the relative will be denied access to 
the student's grades. 

Any instructor on campus, working as an adviser, can ac
cess a student's grades on a need-to-know basis. 

Laura Winkler, senior records specialist in the Admissions 
Office, is responsible for inputting grades at the end of the 
semester. She types up the physical information, which is 
read to students over the phone by an electronic recording of 
Castro's voice. 

Information such as grades is dispersed to financial aid, 
admissions and other departments through the computer sys-

tern. This way the informa
tion only has to be entered 
once into one computer and 
is automatically copied and 
sent to all other areas that 
contain the student's files. 

When a student registers 
and an award such as a schol
arship or grant is approved, 
the computer system auto
matically deducts the amount 
from the balance of that 
student's tuition. 

There is a processing fee, 
Registrar Bill Peace 

which covers the ID card and student activities aµd is in
cluded in tuition fees at the initial registration. Once this fee 
is paid, a student may obtain as many copies of his or her 
transcript as needed. 

At one time a $1 fee was assessed for each transcript, Peace 
said, but it became a hassle getting a dollar from students 
because of slow mail and because many students were using 
faxes to send information and a dollar can't be faxed. 

For more information call ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free (888) 
258-8859, Peace at Ext. 263 or Winkler, Ext. 491. 

'A Big Tree for a Big Man' Stanley, selection team to determine 5 new deans 
Continued from Page 1--------
taps at the end of the ceremony, moving many who 
attended to tears. · 

In an interview about her husband Terrilynn 
Rotramel said, "He was a wonderful man." 

When Joe Rotramel was 16 or 17, he joined the U.S. · 
Marine Corps and served in the Korean War; he also 
served three tours of duty in the Vietnam War. In Ko
rea all of Rotraroel's platoon was killed, Peace said. 

- - 'IaeJPas -OBe -eFOnly--twe-smvivers, he-was-eolllJlllS'" 
sioned a captain. He retired after 23 years, and after 
graduating from the police academy, joined the 
Galveston County Sheriff's Department, wh~re he 
eventually became a deputy. Some time after leaving 
the sheriff's department he began working at COM. 

As COM's frrst police officer, he lobbied to estab
lish the police department. "I know he had to fight 
hard," Terrilyno Rotr&mel said proudly. 

Ne_w complex dedicated 

Continued from Page 1-----------• 
will ease the "unreasonable amount of work" ,that comes 
along with the role of dean, as well as provide the college 
with diverse representation and input. 

The five positions will be the. dean of instruction, dean of 
students, dean of finance, dean of college services and dean 
of employee services. Each dean's position will specialize 
in duties relative to his or her title, but all will have equal 
status and responsibility in dealing with problems and op
portunities involving the college. 

President Stanley_ also hopes to follow the co1lege policy 
of hiring from within. 

He will distribute a list of all COM employees who have 
attained at least a master's degree to all employees. Each 
employee will nominate five people from the list. President 
Stanley will then select five people from that list to be inter
viewed by a selection team. 

The team will consist of four COM faculty members se
lected by the Faculty Council, three professional staff mem
bers selected by the Professional Council, three staff mem-

Continued from Page 1-------------

augmented by red and gold trim. 
COM employees and firefighters gave tours of the new facilities 

both before apd after the ceremony. Free barbecue was served fol
lowing the speakers. 

bers selected by the classified staff and three students se
lected by the Student Government. If the president or selec
tion team decides any one of the nominees is not suitable for 
a position, the COM Board of Trustees will recommend an 
external candidate for that position. 

President Stanley will organize the Leadership Team which 
will confer with him when situations arise that the deans 
cannot settle. 

$500scholarshi dra . atIJHCL p ,wmg 
The annual University of Houston-Clear Lake open house 

will be held April 24 in the UHCL Bayou Building 1-4 p.m. 
The open house offers visitors a chance to learn more about 
undergraduate degree programs, meet faculty and advisers, 
tour the campus, talk with student representatives and attend 
financial aid and admission presentations. 

Participants will be eligible for door prizes and a drawing 
for a $500 scholarship. For more information, contact UHCL 
Enrollment Services at (281) 283-2520. 

Teacher Certification 
PROGRAMS 

Mayor Doyle, the first speaker at the open house said, "We wouldn't 
be here if not for the cooperation between the city of Texas City and 
the college." 

Did you know ... The University of Houston-Clear Lake provides 

its students with a state-of-the-art teacher education program? 
COM Board President Matthew T. Doyle spoke next saying, "This 

is a state of the art facility that will attract many to the city as well as 
to, the college." COM President Stanley praised the COM Board for 
their "forward.thinking." · 

The fue station is a fully functioning facility that will _serve west 
Texas City as well as provide a training center for future firefighters. 

The Public Service Careers Teaching Facility will offer educa
tional venues in Emergency Medical Services, Health Occupations, 
Fire Protection Technology, Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice 
enabling COM to offer quality career training in these areas. 

President Stanley said that the unused property in front of Fire 
Station No. 3, bordering Monticello Road, is being developed to 
become the Plaza of the Americas. 

COM history Professor Manuel Urbina, who has organized an 
unbroken chain of Cinco de Mayo festivals at COM for 25 years, 
said the 26th festival will be celebrated at the plaza Wednesday, May . 
5, noon to 2 p.m. 

The city of Texas City and COM are cosponsoring this special 
event, which will feature a mariachi band, folkloric dancers, and 
free Mexican food and iced tea. 

UHCL 
Representatives will 
be on your campus -

April 12 
10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Voe. Tech 

See 
You 

There! 

_ ..... ·. \ , .. 

At UHCL, you will gain ... 
• A real-world view through our Teacher-In-Residence Program 
• More exposure io the classroom prior to graduation th

0

rough. our Pre-Service 

. Internship Program 
• E;len.ientary Certificacion/B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies 

OR 
• Secondary Cenification/B.S. or B.A. 'in field of specialization 

Join the School of Education at UHCL, do something for your future and 

BE IN DEMAND! 

Call now! Summer Early Registration begins April 26. For admissions 
information call the Office of Enrollment Services at 281-283-2520. 

For School of Education advising call 281-283-3600. 

E-mail: education@cl.uh.edu • Website: http://www.cl.uh.edu/soe 

University of Houston ~ Clear Lake 

-
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What's Happening 

COM cosmetology Vocational Industrial Clubs of America members provided complimentary makeovers to se-
. lected Senior Adult Program members. The level two students offered hairstyling, make-up application, mani

cures and photographs for the "Glamour Grannies" who were selected in a drawing. Pictured from left are Sonya 
Menchaca, Marilyn Cisneros, Catrina Dick, Angela Schram, Olevia Coleman, Beatrice Sterner, Mardella Coulter, 
Tabiatha Holt, cosmetology Professor Ellen Johnson, Yvonne Flores, Mandy Hersey, Bertha Pistone, Virginia 
Oberg, Augustine Reed, Mildred Sting, Aisheia Jones and Linda Aguilar. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Classes offered between spring, summer semesters· 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

tive Building:--
Late registration and schedule changes for the mini-ses

sion will be held May 10. 
The College of the Mainland mini-session runs May 10-

28, during the three week break between the spring semester 
and the first summer session. Several classes are offered in
cluding ENGL 1301, ENGL 1302 and BIOL 1322 

· The college will be closed for Memorial Day, Monday, 
May 31. 

Registration for the first summer session, which begins 
Tuesday, June 1, is set for May 27. Late registration and 
schedule changes will be held June 1. Mini-session registration for returning students runs April 

19-22. Regular mini-session registration is April 27 from 8 
a.m. to 7 p.m. in the Admissions Office in the Administra-

For more information contact Registrar Bill Peace at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 263. 

April 12 last day to drop. credit classes without penalty 
The last day to withdraw from spring semester credit 

classes without penalty is Monday, April 12. If you de
cide to drop a class, you should go to the Admissions 
Office and fill out a drop form. A student will receive a 
grade of "W" instead of the usual letter grade. 

Students should not assume they've been dropped from 
class because they stop attending. If they fail to come to 
class they may receive an F in the course. They should 
not expect an instructor to withdraw them if they do not 
attend or are not performing well. 

Mardi31 
Sook Fair, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Tech/Voe hallway 

April 1-5 
Buffalo River Canoe Trip 

April2-4 
Spring holidays, campus closed 

April4 
[?aylight-saving time begins@2 a.m. 

April 7 
Free preview Bedroom Fan:e@B p.m. COM Arena 
Theatre 
OutdoorOubmeeting@7p.m., P-112 
A Retrospective by Vorakit Cninookoswong closes 
in Fine Arts Gallery 

April8 
Bedroom Farce opening night @ 8 p.m, play runs 
through May 2 

April 12 
Free coffee/soft drinks and snacks for evening stu
dents@ 5:30-7:30 p.m. in Math/Science 

UpCOMing Events 
Last day to drop a class with a giade of "W' 

April 13 
Multi-Cultural Luncheon@ 12:30 p.m. in SC 

April 15 

April21 
COM Singers perfonn @7:30 p.m. in F-117 
Student Exhibit opens, runs through May 4 in Fine 
Arts Gallery. 
Introduction to Golfworkshop@6:30 p.m., P-149 

GCIC Beach Volleyball & Golf Tournament April 22 
Sign-up deadline for 3-on-3 VoUeyball Tournament Field Day 
April 20 Mini-Session phone registration ends 

April 16 April 23 
Sign-up deadline for canoeing class April 24 & 25 Sign-up deadline for Tennis Tournament May 1 & 2 

April 17 & 18 
All-day Badminton Tournament in Gym 

April 19 
Comedy Oub Night featuring Elvira Kurt@ 7:30 
p.m. in SC, free to credit students, $ I/non-students 
Sign-up deadline for golf workshop April 21 

April20 
End of Semester Karaoke Party outside LRC@ 
12:30p.m. 
3-on-3 Volleyball Toumament@6 p.m., Gym 

· Employee Rewgnition Dinner 

ApriU4&25 
Fundamentals of Canoeing 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

May1&2 
Spring Tennis Tournament 

May2 
Bedroom Farce final perfonnance 

May4 
Student Exhibit closes 

People Speak Out 
Text by TAMMY CUPIT, MYLES MARTIN 
Photographs by RACHEL DEIANOIX 

A telephone grade inquiry system is now in use at Col
lege of the Mainl~d Grages are no longer mailed to stu
dents' homes. Insteltd, students call (409) 935-8900 to 
obtain their final grades. The administration believes the 
new system will make student record keeping expiditious 
and save money. But what does the college community 
think about this new system? IntexCOM asked: How do 
you feel about having to call to get your grades'. 

La Tasha Walker: I think Kristin Holt: I hate it. It's a 
it's dumb. They should mail 
them to you like they do 
everything else-you 
might miss something. 

Lavonia Mason: I think it's 
good. I think they should let 
us call because some people 
are working and it's easier. 

Crystal Klyng: It caused a 
lot of trouble because my 
patents wanted to see my 
grades, and they had to call 
after I called to get proof. 

Jose Galvan: I don't like 
it. I don't have any time. It's 
a real hassle trying to find 
time to call to get my 
grades. I think it is ridicu
lous for students to have to 
pay for what the college 
won't pay for. It's a big 
money-saving scheme. 

hassle. It's too much 
trouble. The system either 
crashes or it's constantly 
busy. It's not convenient. 

David Divine: I think it's 
great It speeds up the pro
cess. It also saves money 
and paper. 

Andrew Rodriguez: It's all 
right I liked it not being sent 
to my house, and I liked be
ing able to call at my con
venience. 

Ramiro Cantu: I didn't like 
it. I couldn't get my grades 
because they had put my 
wrong date of birth in the 
computer. I had to wait un
til after the holidays to get 
my grades. I'd rather have 
them mailed to me. 



COM police officer writes editorial 
See Page3 

Spring Fest celebration 
See Pages 6 & 7 

Kile, college receive large grant 
See Page 10 
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TIPA Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

COM's Tech/Voe 
boinb scare·a hoax 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

On Monday, April 26, a bomb hoax occurred in the 
lobby of the Technical Vocational Building. 

At approximately 8:10 a.m., College of the Mainlad 
Police Officer Tom Dendy was on routine patrol when a · 
computer technology employee informed him that a sus
picious object was lodged in an opening of a soda ma
chine. Upon investigation, Dendy saw a device with a 
circuit board and accesories that resembled a bomb. 

Declaring the need for emergency management proce
dure, Dendy immediately contacted COM Police Officer 
Arbry Clifton, who paged every officer and initiated im
mediate evacuation of the building. All employees and 
students were evacuated to the Student Center. The Child 
Care Center staff and children were evacuated first to the 
Gym and then to the Student Center. 

Clifton and the COM telephone switchboard contacted 
. the COM administration, the Texas City Fire Department 

and Jim Higgins, director of Planning and Public Infor
mation. The Texas City Police Department also sent of
ficers to the scene. 

Upon examination, officials determined the device was 
not a bomb. Afterwards, the entire campus was searched 
for any· other suspicious objects by the police officers 
Willie Huerta, Butch Carr and Tony Mallette. Volunteers 

See COM Page 11 

COM biology professor Joanna Kile holds the mer
maid vase she received for being named Outstand
ing Instructor of the Year. The vase is passed on 
each year to the new outstanding professor who 
is expected to display it prominently in his or her 
office. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

Workers put the final touches on the Plaza of the Americas April 29. The city of Texas City and COM will host the 
dedication and ribbon cutting for the new plaza Wednesday, May 5, or Cinco de Mayo. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Americas plaza to be dedicated May 5 
Ry DANIEL M. llE"'F..E'{ 
Staff Reporter 

The dedication and ribbon cutting of the Plaza of the 
_Americas by the city of Texas City and College of the 
Mainland will take place Wednesday, May 5, at 11:30 a.m., 
at the new fire station on Amburn Road across from the 
main COM campus. 

Joanna Kile wins 
Instructor of Year· 
By MYLES MARTIN 
Staff Reporter 

Biology professor Joanna Kile was named Outstand
ing Instructor of the Year at the College of the Main
land Employee Recognition Dinner held at the South 
Shore Harbour Resort in League City April 23. 

The award was presented to Kile by Alex Pratt, act
ing dean of Instruction and Student Development. Kile 
received a plaque and a mermaid-shaped vase. The 
vase, which became a tradition a number of years ago, 
is passed on each year to the outstanding instructor. 

In accepting the award Kile said. ·'This award first 
and foremost goes to the Science Team. I couldn't have 
done it without them. It also goes to (COM biol_ogy 
professor) Emmeline Dodd. 

"My parents taught me that I could achieve anything 
I wanted to. There is no better job on Earth than teach
ing." 

Kile was one of five finalists for the award. The fi
nalists were selected by a student selection committee 
led by last year's outstanding teacher, biology Profes
sor Marilynn Kish-Molina. From March 1-11 students 
cast ballots in 15 voting locations throughout the cam
pus nominating their favorite teachers. The five instruc
tors with the highesLnumber of votes became the fi-

See Five Page 11 

Af er the ceremonies, Cinco de Mayo will be celebrated 
with Mexican food, a mariachi band, the Los Gallitos 
Folkloric Dancers and a song by the Child Development 
Lab School children. 

COM history professor Dr. Manuel Urbina II said it is 
fitting to have the dedication on Cinco de Mayo, as Mexico · 
is the first of the North and South American nations to be 

See New Page 10 

InterCOM staffers 
win 9 TIPA awards 
By DANIEL M. DECKER 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's student newspaper InterCOM 
won nine awards, the most the newspaper staff has ever 
won at one time, in the annual Texas Intercollegiate Press 
Association contest held in Kerrville April 8-10. 

"I was on the Internet and decided to check the TIPA 
homepage to see if the winners had been posted yet," said 
Manaiing Editor Patricia Hill. "When I saw all the awards 
we had won, I was exhilirated, and I couldn't find a single 
person on the paper to share it with," Hill said laughing. 
So she wrote all the awards on the board in the newsroom 
and left a message on the paper adviser's answering ma
chine to call her ASAP. 

Each December, lnterCOM submits a number of news, 
feature and sports stories, pictures, headlines and layouts 
in the Newspaper Division 3 category of the TIPA con
_test. Nineteen colleges and universities, with student en
rollments of 3,000 to 7,499, compete in this division, to 
include Lee College, Baytown; University of Houston
Clear Lake; Texas A&M-Corpus Christi; and Texas 
Wesleyan University, Forth Worth. 

The entries are judged by professional journalists on 
papers with circulations of 40,000 to 50,000, explained 
Jeff Henderson, executive director ofTIPA and a journal
ism professor at Southwest Texas State University in San 
Marcos. This year the entries went out to a "newspaper 

See Newspaper Page 11 
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SAB throws End of Semester Karaoke Party 

Students get free hot dogs, chips and drinks at the Student Activities Board-sponsored End of Semester 
Karaoke Party April 20. A large crowd gathered outside the LRC during College Hour to eat and listen to 
students perform. Some students were better than others, but everyone had a good time listening to tunes, 
such as "Good Times, Bad Times," "Never Ever" and "Don't Speak." (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Columbine victims must stay iri our hearts 

On April 20, 1999, we again were shocked as a nation 
as the news of another school shooting flashed across 
our television screens. The details of this shooting, this 
time in Littleton, Colo., are truly awful, and I feel worse 
every time I hear about it. When the massacre at 
Columbine High School was over; ·12 students and one 
teacher had lost their lives at the hands of the two 
students who also killed themselves. 

Already the finger-pointing has begun as people begin 
to search for explanations, meanings and the answer to 
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"Why?" I hear it on television and read it in the newspa
pers and magazines. Do we blame society, the Internet, 
v_ideo games, music or parents? This has been the worst 
thing I've ever seen in my life. I can't even begin to 
imagine what it must be like to be the parent or the 
sibling or the friend of one of the people killed. 

When lawmakers begin their inevitable speeches on 
how we need tougher gun control laws, I hope they will 
take a moment or two to remember the people who died 
in school shootings, not just in Colorado, but also in 
Oregon, Arkansas, Kentucky and Mississippi. 

As horrible as this tragedy is, there is one positive 
note. On television I heard a Columbine High School 
student saying that if one good thing comes out of this 
tragedy, it will be the fact that everyone in Littleton has 
come together, regardless of race, sex or social standing. 
Although it may be the only good thing to come out of 
something so terrible, it is a positive nonetheless. 

In the end, blame will be placed in an effort to make 
sense of the tragedy, to understand what drives people to 
commit such appalling acts. I've already heard many 
explanations, but no matter how astute the explanations 
are, the.y will never fully explain why. 

We must always remember the victims, their families 
and their friends. We must always keep them in our 
prayers. That may be the best thing we can do. Let us 
never forget these deaths. 

March/ April corrections 
Diann Lukas of the COM Police Team was in~~vertantly 

identified as the team's program assistant in the March/ 
April issue of InterCOM when in actuality she is the sec
retary. The InterCOM staff apolog~es for any confusion 
or problems this error may have caused. 

Another mistake in that issue involved the photo at the 
top of Page 1, the ribbon cutting for the Public Careers 
Service Building. In readying the paper for publication 
the process cameraman at our publisher accidently re
versed the negative of the photo. As a result, the people 
in the caption were identified in the wrong order. Again 
InterCOM apologizes:We've talked to the printing staff 
asking them to be more careful in the future. 

To retain students, 
off er new activities 

Over the past three years, College of the Mainland's 
enrollment has dropped by about 800 students. And the 
question people are asking i.s "Why has it dropped?" 

Well, for starters, after many People Speak Out inter
views, I have come to the conclusion that the large.st 
number of unhappy students are those fresh out of high 
school. They are probably unhappy because the commu
nity college atmosphere Jacks enthusiasm. Some blame 
belongs to the students and some to the college. 

The pool room .in the Student Center has been a big 
topic of debate. It should be open every day during 
college hours. Yes, it may attract unsavory outsiders, but 
.then so does the Gym, where on many occasions, I have 
seen people with no COM .affiliation playing basketball 
or lifting weights. There is no way to keep all unwanted 
outsiders away as long as COM is an open campus, but 
keeping the pool room open will keep some of those 
students occupied on campus while waiting for their 
next class. Otherwise they might go home. 

Many students have complained that the pool room 
needs games other than pool because not all students 
enjoy pool. Having a variety of games would keep more 
students involved on the campus. 

Improving the Student Center as a whole would be 
beneficial. Renovations might nofincrease enrollment, 
but could prevent enrollment from dropping even 
further. The Student Center has had a television for 
several years located by the bookstore; however, it is old 
and staticy. Many students I spoke to said they would 
like for the college to purchase a new television to 
replace the old console. 

Recently additional televisions were placed in the 
Student Center and the Gym free of charge by a satellite 
service, but they have a problem. They play only two 
stations: rap and rock. Though the television in the Gym 
works, not all of the televisi9ns in the Student Center 
work; they are either not hooked up correctly or broken 
and showing only fuzz. 

The cafeteria also needs improvement. Many students 
feel the food is too expensive. A full meal, a main entree 
and two side orders, costs more than $5. With all the fast 
food restaurants around, it is cheaper for students to eat 
off campus. If the college could manage to lower the 
cost of the food and add more variety, students would 
choose to stay on campus for lunch. 

One of the most common responses to this month's 
People Speak Out question-What could COM do to 
attract more students?-was "more recreational activi
ties at COM" (See Page 12). 

The Student Activities Board sponsors many enter
taining activities during the 12:30-1 :30 Tuesday
Thursday College Hour, but the fact is that only a small 
percentage of students actually participate. Why? One 
reason is that riot all students are available during that 
time period. Another is that not all students know when 
the events take place. 

One of the most disliked aspects of COM is the no 
smoking policy. Many smokers find it annoying to have 
to walk to their cars to smoke before, after and between 
classes. One student said that he and most smokers he 
knows are choosing not to re-enroll next semester. 

While some recommendations to enhance student life 
at the college may be challenging or unreasonable, 
changes need to be made. Students need to have more 
interaction with one another at the college. They need to 
have a sense of spirit; otherwise, their time here will be 
tiring, annoying and undesirable. 



Columbine 'a·taste 
of things yet to come' 

Editor's note: Arbry Clifton has been a member of the 
College of the Mainland Police Team since 1993. He has 
written several police pamphlets for COM and writes 
the police page for the college newsletter, Compendium. 

One week ago today (April 27, the day of this 
writing), a tragedy at Columbine High School in 
Littleton, Colo., unfolded to the abject disbelief of all. 
"Each hour that went by, the details became more 
horrific, and in the subsequent days this real-life plot 
sounded and looked more like a Hollywood movie. 
Many questions and thoughts ran through my mind: 
Glad we got that Emergency Manual done last year. Will 
someone try a "copycat" at COM? What all can my . 
department do now? Who are the people that raised 
these two kids? 

Having a master's degree in behavioral science, I feel 
I have a pretty good grip on what makes kids like this 
tick. This isn't behavior that just surfaces overnight; 
signs of distress were blaring from these two long before 
11:21 a.m.,April 20. 

Later, Janet Reno (U.S. attorney general), is shown on 
TV-"Oh, God!" I say to myself, "I know she means 
well, but what do after-school programs have to do with 
two sociopaths and a massacre?" Please, where is Robert 
Kennedy? Give me an attorney general who has com
passion yet common sense-someone who understands 
the law and understands the people's souls. Well, yes, he 
got shot, too, along with Abraham, Martin and John 
("Has Anyone Seen?"). Maybe there's a connection 
here, a parallel we can draw. One girl at Columbine was 
asked by one of the shooters, "Do you believe in God?" 
When she responded, "Yes," he shot her in the head. 

We live in a society today where a sense of family is 
gone irr its true form. Core values which brought this 
nation to life are under attack. The Ten Commandments, 
which include "You Should Not Kill," are a frowned
upon and ridiculed set of social/personal parameters, and 
God is now just a concept for the playing field of New 
Age groupies. "Educated" social and political scientists 
no longer find God or biblical principles relevant; they 
are just obsolete traditions in the way of true human 
progress. I certainly don't see our society progressing 
now that these values are being pushed out of main
stream America. 

Personal responsibility? No! It's an age of entitlement 
and blame. No longer do qualifications merit a job, but 
how the candidate fits into political correctness. No 
longer do infractions warrant consequences, but a study 
of how Hillary Clinton's "Village" might have helped 
the young lad do better. Gag me with a spoon. 

I see Columbine as a taste of things yet to come. In 
the absence of a spiritual foundation, our youth will turn 
to something or someone else to fill that void, and in the 
case of the Columbine shooters, they chose a makeshift 
subculture of Goth, Adolph Hitler, Satanism and death. 
Robert Kennedy warned of days like these in 1965 in his 
book, The Pursuit of Justice, should we continue down 
the road he saw forming back then. What nightmare will 
it take for this nation to wake up and realize that we, as a 
society, are headed down the wrong path? Social 
engineering, in and of itself, simply will not work. 

Last night, I sat with my wife watching CNN and 
FNC. The funerals are starting; the peopl~ are finding 
solace in prayer, God, their families and church. The 
hurt, pain, loss, grief and despair are so apparent. Tears 
flowed as Eric Clapton's "Tears In Heaven" played 
wistfully in the sanctuary at one funeral. Clapton wrote 
the song for his son who died at age 4; yes, there will be 
no more tears in heaven. 
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COM students and staff gather for the Student Activities Board-sponsored Multicultural Lunch Fest April 
13 in the Student Center. The ticket to the luncheon was a dish representing·the attendee's culture. Instead 
of a dish, international students shared their cultural ideas and experiences. (Photo by Rachel Delanoix) 

Recent tragedies cause feelings of confusion 

I recently had another birthday. 
And because of my birthday, I've been doing a lot of 

thinking about life. I've been examining my beliefs, and 
I've realized that the saying, with age comes wisdom, is 
not necessarily true. 

In fact, the more I experience and observe the world, 
the more perplexed I am by what I see and hear. And I 
feel more confused than ever before. As I gain yet . 
another year and reflect on the two current big news 
events-the high school massacre in Colorado and the 
Kosovo slaughter and forced exodus of the ethnic 
Albanians-I realize I will never have enough wisdom 
to make sense of either of these tragedies. 

I will never understand how two young men could 
walk into their own high school, stare into the eyes of 
their classmates and pull the trigger. 

With the country still reeling from the shock of the 
shootings, I am unable to understand the sick minds that 
would pull ''pranks" such as bomb threats or placing 
fake bombs in schools in the aftermath. It seems that 
every day since the sho{)tings, bomb hoaxes have been 
reported in the papers and on television. A fake bomb 
was found even right here at College of the Mainland. 

As horrific as the mass murders in Colorado are, the 
slaughter and exportation of thousands of innocents in 
Kosovo is incomprehensible. 

I don't think I will ever be wise enough to grasp what 
would cause one culture to hate another so much that it 
would actively pursue its destruction. At the close of a 
century that saw the annihilation of 6 million Jews for 
no other reason than that they were Jews, we still have 
not learned the lesson. Instead of ethnic cleansing being 
eradicated, we have seen it become rampant during this 
decade in places such as Rwanda, Angola, Bosnia and 
now Kosovo. 

I will never comprehend how our Congress, which 
jumped headfirst into a war over oil in Kuwait, can 
actually vote to deny support of the air campaign over 
Serbia. At least this war is being fought over human 
_rights_and principles, not just oil and money. 

5 deans voted down; ne~ dean proposal in works 
By DANIEL M. DECKER 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland is now searching for at least 
one new dean. And if the Board of Trustees approves an 
additional dean position, the college will then have three 
deans to include Dr. Henry Pope, dean of College and . 
Financial Services. 

If two new deans are hired, one position will be dean of 
instruction and the other will be dean of students, said 
COM President Larry L. Stanley. 

President Stanley originally put forth a plan for a five
dean team whose dt1ties would have encompassed all as
pects of campus life. Three of the deans would have been 
full-time administrators, the other two, part-time. 

In an e-mail to employees March 29 he explained his 
reasoning for the five-dean team: " ... many employees 
believe that the dean of instruction's job as it is now struc
tured poses an unreasonable amount of work and respon
sibility on one person." . 

COM employees, however, turned down the plan in a 
127-45 vote that took place April 14-16. Commenting on 
the emphatic tum down Dean Alex Pratt said, "I would 
suppose a number of faculty and staff felt that the con
cept of a 'team of deans' was not a viable way of doing 
business on the upper administrative level of COM." Pratt 
is acting dean of Instruction and Student Development. 

At the April 26 Board of Trustees meeting, President 
Stanley reported the results of the vote to the Board and 
discussed the possibility of a three-dean team. President 
Stanley is working on a proposal for one or two new deans, 
which may be ready to put before the Board a't the May 
24 meeting. 

"I am supportive of the idea of having three permanent 
dean positions," Dean Pratt said. He believes enough sup
port exists on campus for even four deans. "The academic 
and TechNoc section should have their own deans." 

Dean Pratt said he is 1not an applicant for any of vacant 
dean positions at this time. "I truly feel we need at least 
one new person, meaning someone new to the campus." 
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Jazz performers receive awards at GCIC festival 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

Both the College of the Mainland Jazz Combo and the 
College of the Mainland Jazz Ensemble parttcipated in 
the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Jazz Festival 
hosted by the Houston Community College, central cam
pus, in the Heinen Theatre March 27. 

"It's a jazz festival that's been taking place for the last 
12 years," said music Professor Sparky Koerner, director 
of the COM combo and ensemble. 

Professors from the participating colleges judged the 
performances of the individual musicians in the ensembles 
and combos. 

Jazz musicians were critiqued on their ensemble play
ing, including such aspects as sound quality, intonation, 
authority and precision. Improvisational abilities included 
creativity and how well the musicians developed their so- . 
los in response to chord changes. 

About 180 musicians participated in the festiv~l. 
Three Outstanding Solos and 40 Outstanding Musician

ship awards were presented at the festival. 
COM jazz student Matt Crawford won an Outstanding 

Solo Award, as well as an Outstanding Musicianship 
award. "I was surprised," Crawford said. "It was nice to 
win the award." 

Two students in the COM Jazz Combo received Out
standing Musicianship awards: Aaron Koerner (Sparky 
Koemer's son) on trumpet and Billy Cuchens on guitar. 

"Aaron, nice sound and good instincts about doing 
things with your ideas," Sparky Koerner quoted Dan 
Haerle as saying. Haerle is regents professor in the Jazz 
Studies Division of the University of North Texas in 
Denton. 

Three members of the COM Jazz Ensemble also re
ceived Outstanding Musicianship awards for their solos. 
The winners were Jorn Underkirsher on soprano saxo
phone, Charles Delgado on tenor saxophone and Crawford 
on drums. 

"It was gratifing (to win)," Underkirsher said. 
Sparky Koerner said, "I'm very proud of these players. 

They have worked hard this semester on developing their 
improvisational skills, and it's nice to see them recog
nized for that dedication to the art of jazz improvisation. 

"This festival lets us share our musical experiences with 
each other and enjoy .a day of fine jazz performances by 
our peers." ·· 

The COM Jazz Combo currently has six players, all 
COM students, but it is open to the public. The COM 
Jazz Ensemble has 20 musicians including non-student 
members from the community. The COM Jazz Combo 
size ranges from three to 10 players. The ensemble gen
erally has is to 20 players. 

Sparky Koerner played trumpet with the GCIC 
Director's Band, which was formed three years ago. He 
performed two solos: "Samba Kinda of Way" and "Blues 
I Band O." 

The other colleges that participated in the festival were 
Lee; San Jacinto, central and south campuses; North Har
ris Community; Houston Community, central and 
Westchester campuses; and Brazosport. 

Hotline needs volunteers 
Crisis Hotline needs volunteers for the Clear Lake and 

surrounding area to resp
0

ond to people in crisis. Being a 
volunteer provides an opportunity to gain experience in 
the mental health/psychology field, to enhance commu
nication skills and to become familiar with community 
resources. No previous experience is necessary to be a 
volunteer; however, one must be non-judgmental, caring, 
objective and at least 15 years old. 

The next class begins May 6 at the United Way Build
ing, 1300A Bay Area Blvd. For more information call 
(281) 282-6046; leave your name, address and telephone 
number to have an application serit to you. 

Two members of the COM Jazz Combo received Outstanding Musicianship Awards at the GCIC Jazz Festival 
which was hosted by Houston Community College-central campus. They are Billy Cuchens, guitar, and Aaron 
Koerner, trumpet. COM music professor and Jazz Combo director Sparky Koerner holds the awards. Sparky 
Koerner also is Aaron's father. (Photo courtesy Office of Public Information) 

Cosmetology/VICA students win awards 
By MYLES MARTIN 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland cosmetology students partici
pated in leadership and skills events at the Vocational In
dustrial Clubs of America District 9 competition on the 
COM campus March 12. 

The students placed in several events and earned rib
bons for their projects. Catrina Dick of Santa Fe, High 
School placed fourth for Hair Styling Skills; Amanda 
Hersey served as her model. Sonya Menchaca placed fifth 
in Job Interview. 

Students from Hitchcock and Santa Fe high schools 
teamed up to compete in the VICA Quiz Bowl, placing 
third. They were Tabiatha Holt, Aisheia Jones, Dick, 

Menchaca and J-Iersey .. "Questions were on general aca
demic knowledge (such as math and science), professional 
development, and current events," said Ellen Johnson, 
VICA adviser and COM cosmetology professor. 

The chapter members earned 12 blue ribbons, two red 
ribbons and one white ribbon for their project entries. 

Student members include Linda Aguilar, Miranda 
Boenker, Lynette Bradley, Tina Castro, Dick, Cynthia 
Durham, Nikki Freeman, Hersey, Holt, Jones, Menchaca, 
Holley Ross, Harlie Snively and Kandace Turrentine. 

Snively and Castro were chosen to serve as District 9 
officers for the 1999-2000 school year. 

Johnson is the adviser for Chapter 2500 of VICA. ~he 
has been a professor at COM for seven years and has done 
VICA for two years .. 

COM.Jazz Combo learns everybody's a critic 

Children from the the COM Child Development Lab School listen to the Jazz Combo at the COM Fine Arts 
Festival April 22. At least one little boy didn't appreciate jazz and held his ears. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

, .. ¥'.; _,, .. ,,, , • j ,,. ' • ,. ' ~ J \._ I . , ,. .. .. '. ' '-· . - . . -~ ' 



Students waste time 
whining about COM 

Rachel 
Delanoix. 

These days, nearly every time I hear a College of the 
Mainland student asked to voice his or her opinion of 
the college, what I hear is a heavy outpouring o( 
complaints and negative feedback. 

I recently joined a group of students in a meeting with 
two people from Noel-Levitz, an enrollment manage
ment and recruitment consulting firm, who were visiting 
COM to evaluate it and find out what students had to say 
about the college in general. 

To achieve the most varied responses possible, Jim 
Higgins, director of Planning and Public Information, 
originally selected 20 students to submit their opinions, 
representing a broad mixture of "ethnicity, gender and 
first- and second-year students." Though Noel-Levitz 
only required 11 students for their survey, Higgins invit
ed 20, assuming at least half of them would attend. 

Ironically, of the 20 who promised to take part in the 
meeting, only five bothered to show up. Greatly disap
pointed, Higgins, who furnished pizza and sodas, 
scoured the campus for other students. to participate. In 
the end, there were only nine of us. 

After introductions, the Noel-Levitz representatives, 
Dr. Roger Swanson and Dr. Lana Lowe, asked the 
students for positive opinions of the school. Most of the 
students let out agitated groans and made comments, 
such as."It's close and I can afford it, but that's the only 
thing good about COM." Some students said they liked 
their instructors and the availability of scholarships, but 
most vehemently disagreed with the positive responses. 

When the students were asked what they disliked 
about COM, a slew of enthusiastic, negative answers 
erupted. I felt like I was sitting in the middle of a hate 
group. Some students had so much pure anger and 
disgust toward the college that it made me uncomfort
able just to sit in the room with them. I was amazed that 
at the end they could walk out of the room with smiles 
on their faces after making such vile, hurtful comments. 

The most frustrating part of the session was that 
nearly all the students were quick to hurl their displea
sure at the college, yet they coUld not come up with any 
useful solutions. These students didn't have the decency 
to offer constructive criticism; all they wanted to do was 
blow off steam. And because of them, this college will 
pay in the form of Noel-Levitz's negative reports. 

The question I have to ask is, if College of the 
Mainland is so terrible, why are you here? · 

COM offers a Student Concerns Forum at which 
students can voice their complaints directly to the 
college deans and president. If so much is wrong with 
this college, why are the Student Concerns Forums so 
poorly attended? 

Among the gripes at the Noel-Levitz meeting were 
comments regarding the lack of video games, pinball 
machines or other such amusements in the Student 
Center pool room. Never mind that COM already grants 
students the free use of pool tables and air hockey tables, 
a swimming pool, a weight room, a library, Internet 
access and several televisions. 

Please, let's be logical here. 
College is intended to be a place of learning and 

higher education, not a theme park. If students want 
entertainment, they can visit one of the area carnivals. 
The luxuries we enjoy as students are privileges, not 
rights, and may be taken from us at any time. It is 
ignorant to complain that COM doesn't offer enough 
when one doesn't appreciate the things COM does offer. 

How can progress be made when students offer. no 
real, workable solutions to the problems they report? 
Help the college help you, don't dump on it and run. 
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COM Singers entertain at spring recital April 21 
I 

Choral music Professor James Heffel directs the COM Singers April 21 in the Fine Arts Building Recital 
Hall. They sang "Three Madrigals," "Missa Festiva" and "The Awakening." M.J. Milford-was their accompa
nist. Following intermission, the Studio Group performed. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

COM offers financial aid opportunities 
By TAMMY CUPIT 
Staff Reporter 

Financial aid at College of the Mainland is in good shape 
overall, said Becky Miles, director of COM Student Fi
nancial Services. Miles presented a report to the COM 
Board of Trustees March 1 detailing sources and outlin
ing a history of financial aid at COM from 1988 to the 
year 2000. 

"Paying for college is a much greater burden today than 
it was in 1988," Miles said, "and with the current trend of 
spiraling tuition, the burden will be even greater in the 
year 2000." Tuition and fees at C9M rose from $550,445 
in the 1988-89 school year to $1,665,248 in 1997-98 
school year, resulting in an increase of 203 percent over a 
nine-year period. 

The primary source of financial aid for low- to moder
ate-income students at COM is the Federal Pell Grant. 

The amount of Federal Pell Grant money awarded to 
the college has increased 128 percent from the 1988-89 
school year to the 1997-98 school year, Miles said. The 
number of Pell Grant recipients is approximately 18 per...' 
cent of total COM enrollment. Grant money is used to 
help students with tuition and fees, room and board, and 
personal supplies. 

Other sources of financial aid at COM include state 
grants and scholarships, which have increased from 
$60,229 in 1988 to $110,630 in 1998. This represents an 
84 percent increase. There is a cost to COM to match cam
pus-_?ased federal funds. In 1988-89 the c~st was $25,596. 
By 1997-9~ the cost had risen to $71,799 or 170 percent. 

Miles reported COM also is proactive in seeking dona
tions to the COM Foundation. The foundation has enabled 
many students to attend college who might otherwise have 
been unable to. 

COM does not participate in any student loan programs. 
Miles reported that recent studies have indicated that col
lege work programs have been more of a positive factor 
than loans in retaining students. Studies concerning stu
dent loans indicate that there is a negative associaton in 
first- and second-year students while w~rk/study contrib-
utes to increased degree completion. · 

"College of the Mainland has a progressive and wide
spread student employment program for both financial 
aid students and those who do not demonstrate financial 
need," Miles said. "This area of self-help should grow 
through the year 2000." 

For further information on financial aid at COM or for 
questions about applications, call ( 409) 938-1211 or (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 274. ,. 

.. 
Part-time slots available on summer child care list 

Brooks Reitmeyer, 5 · 

By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland is offering summer day care at the Child Development School 
from June 1 through July 9. Children must be between the ages of 18 months andl0 
years. 

Though registration for summer day care finished April 23, children may still be placed 
on a waiting list. Summer day care hours are from 7:45 a.m. to 4'45 p.m. The Child 
Development Lab School is certified to have 42 children at the same time. Some part
time slots are available. 

Currently, positions in the lab school summer day care program are open to students 
seeking jobs as child care workers. 

For more information or to be placed on the waiting list call (409) 938-1211 or (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 390, for the Child Development Lab School or Ext. 391 for Anne Wilcox, 
director of Child Development Lab. 
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Spring Fest 

COM festival celebrates spring, '70s retro Left: Participants in 
the Lost-My
Marbles Race strike 
a pose a la 
Charlie's Angels: 
(from left) Melissa 
Oldham, Sean 
Buchanan, Nathan 
Chernecke, 
Stephanie Sims, 
Marcus Chernecke, 
Adrian Flores, 
Naomi Grimaldo 
and Jason 
Morpheu. 

By DANIEL M. DECKER 
and RACHEL DEIANOIX 
Staff Reporters and Photographers 

'70s flashback! 

Break out the double-knit polyester, plaid pants, and whip out the 
gold chains and medallions. Retro made an explosive oomeback on 
March 30 at the Student Activities Board-sponsored Spring Fest. 

College of the Mainland students grooved to hot and funkadelic '70s 
songs performed by Down to Earth, a smashing local band. 

Hamburgers, chips and sodas were served during the whole event. 
A table with oontainers of multi-colored powdered candle _wax was 

set up in the Leaming Resources Center breezeway. Students received 
glass bowls which they oould fill witbdifferent colors of wax to make 
their own designs. Matt Pallone, from Wax 'n More, used a propane 

Tee-Jay Hill 
and Lynn 

McBrayer ~ere 
the winners of 

the Spring Fest 
Costume 
Contest. 

Students were 
asked to wear 

'70s attire and 
won by crowd 
judging, loud 
clapping and 

screaming. 
(Photo by 

Rachel 
Delanoix) 

Daniel M. 
Decker and 

Jenna 
Contenta try 

out disco 
dancing at 

Spring Fest. 
The theme of 

the celebra
tion was a 

flashback to 
the '70s. 

(Photo by 
Rachel 

Delanoix) 

torch to heat the top layer of wax to hold it all in the bowl. Candlemaking 
was free and students could keep their creations. 

Face painting, which also was free, was available oourtesy of Graphic 
Arts Oub students. 

A costume contest was announced for several days beforehand 
through fliers and posters around campus encouraging students to dress 
in '70s attire. The crowd judged the contest by clapping and screaming 
their approval of the oontestants. Wmners of the costume contest were 
oool cats Lynn McBrayer and Tee-Jay Hill. 

A sack race, a Lost-My-Marbles race and a three-legged race lent an 
atmosphere of excitement and fun to oompetitors and viewers alike. 
Wrnners of these games chose free,CDs provided by Camelot Music at 
Mall of the Mainland and COM music major Jenna Contenta. The 
winners of the three-legged race received movie T-shirts from Boogie 
Nights and Fear and Loathing in Las \,0gas. 

Right: Face painter 
Cathy Donaldson 

adorns Stella 
Graulau's cheek. 

(Photos by Daniel 
M. Decker) 

COM students (from left) Jason Morpheu, Stephanie Sims, Adrian Flores and Jenna Contenta check out some of 
the CDs which were offered as prizes at the Spring Fest. The free CDs were provided by Camelot Music at Mall of 
the Mainland. - (Photo by Rachel Delanoix) 

Venita Sheldon (leaning against tree) watches the participants in the Lost-My-Marbles race carefully head for the finish line. The 
winner was the first person to reach the finish line without drop~ing a marble which rested on a spoon held in their mouths. The racer~ 
are (back to front) Marcus Chernecke, Nathan Chernecke, Melis.a Oldham, Rachel Delanoix, Sean Buchanan, Jason M~rpheu, Naomi 
Grimaldo and Adrian Flores. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Matt Pallone, 
from Wax 'n 
More, puts the 
finishing touches 
on a student's 
candle at the 
COM Spring Fest 
held March 30. 
Candlemaking 
was free and 
students kept 
their creations. 
(Photo by Rachel 
Delanoix) 

-
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Sports/Entertainment 

Rockets need 'heart' 
to win championship 

Steve ·•··· 
Pifer 

Ever since their loss at the hands of the San Antonio 
Spurs 86-83 on April 18, the Houston Rockets have 
looked sluggish through at least the first half of their 
three follQwing games, Dallas Mavericks, Los Angeles 
Clippers, and Phoenix Suns. In all of these instances the 
Rockets seemed to believe the game did not start at tip
off, and that they could mess around until the third or 
fourth quarter and still expect to win. 

In the Spurs game at San Antonio, the Rockets played 
well, but still lost by a three-point buzzer beater by 
journeyman Mario Elie, an ex-Rocket. 

Immediately following this defeat the Rockets went 
into a tailspin, playing poorly in all of their next three 
games. Their insipid playing is even more worrisome 
when one considers that the Rockets have consistently 
beat the sub-500 teams this year. But Dallas and the 
Clippers are two of the worst franchises in the NBA and 
are almost always cellar dwellers. 

It appears the Rockets have lost some of their passion 
for the game and some of their confidence in themselves 
as well. Part of this can be contributed to the tough loss 
at San Antonio and the injury to fifth-year player 
Othella Harrington. 

Harrington was in the middle of playing his best 
season ever before his injury. He is expected to be back 
by the time you read this. He has been a spark plug off 
the bench providing lift to his team by his gameplay and 
enthusiasm. Rudy Tomjanovich, head coach of the 
Rockets, has been touting him for Sixth Man of the Year, 
an award given to the league's best player off the bench. 

But ultimately there is no excuse for coming to any 
game not prepared to play. Losing a close game is 
nothing to be ashamed of, but being 04tplayed the entire 
game is not acceptable for a team headed to the playoffs. 

Which brings us to the heart of the matter: the 
playoffs. To use the NBA's slogan, the playoffs are 
coming. And are the Rockets ready? 

Despite the Rockets' failure to dominate teams that 
have a shot at making the playoffs (excluding Portland), 
they still have the fourth best record in the league which
virtually guarantees them a playoff spot. If they can 
maintain their position of fourth place or gain a higher 
seed, they will be assured of homecourt advantage in the 
first round of the playoffs. 

However, they will not win any series in the playoffs 
unless they play much better as a team than they have 
played of late. Both Utah and San Antonio have been 
playing much better basketball than the Rockets have, 
and one or the other of them is expected to be in the 
conference finals. 

When you look at the Rockets, you realize that they 
should be one of the best defensive teams in the league; 
considering they have great defensive players, such as 
Hakeem Olajuwon and Scottie Pippen. 

But according to statistics, as a defensive team they 
are one of the worst. They have on occasion played a 
stifling defense, but not consistently and not generally 
for a whole game. The evidence is their inablity to 
maintain large leads over an opposing team. By letting 
the other team back into game, they may please the food 
vendors, but they will not be displaying the heart of a 
champion that Tomjanovich referenced after the Rockets 
won the 1994-1995 NBA Finals over the hapless 
Orlando Magic. 

But this is not the same team that won a championship 
from the sixth seed, becoming the first team to do so. 
That team had heart, I hope this team does. 

r .;, 
.;;, 

The COM recreational volleyball team competed in the GCIC Volleyball tournament which was held at 
Stewa~ Beach in Galve~ton April 15. The recreational team, which was made up ot' casual players, are 
(standing, from left) David Norcross, Fabian Sifuentes, Naomi Grialdo, Sean Buchanan Jenna Contenta 
and (sitting) Melissa Oldham. (Photo b~ Maryann Urick) 

Students play in GCIC volleyball tourney 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland competed in the Gulf Coast 
Intercollegiate Confe{l,!nce Beach Volleyball tourna
ment held at Stewart Beach in Galveston April 15. 

Students competed in two divisions of volleyball: 
recreational for casual players and power for serious 
players. 

Each division played round robin pool play and the 
four teams with the best records were then selected 
for a playoff. · 

The power team was undefeated during pool play, 

but had to forfeit the playoffs because one student had 
to leave for work and the other had to leave for a class. 

The recreational team did not place. 
In addition to COM, the other colleges that com

peted in the recreational tournament were Tomball, 
Kingwood, San Jacinto South, San Jacinto Central and 
Alvin Community. 

The participants in the power tournament i~ addi
tion to COM were San Jacinto North; San Jacinto Cen
tral; Lee and Alvin Community. 

The GCIC Golf Tournament also took place April 
15 at the Galveston Municipal Golf Course, but COM 
had no participants. · 

The COM power volleyball team was undefeatf)Q in pool play at the GCIC Volleyball tournament April 15. 
Unfortunately the team had to forfeit the playoffs. One player had to go to work, another to class. The 
power team is made up of serious players. They are (from left) Treesa Delgado, Heather Pena, Fabio Pereire, 
Brian Alexander and Jorge Careaga, Jr. The tournament was held at Stewart Beach in Galveston. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 
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Wildfire follows firefighting adventures 

A firefighter takes a brief break from building a fire 
break around a raging forest fire in Wildfire: Feel the 
Heat, now showing at the Houston Museum of Natu
ral Science Wortham IMAX Theatre. The movie runs 
through July 1 and depicts the men, women, equip
ment and teamwork used to put out wildfires. 

By PATRICIA IDLL 
Managing Editor 

Millions of acres of land go up in flames every year. 
With meterologists predicting another dry summer this 
year, the National Forest Service is preparing for a busy 
summer of wildfires. 

Fire in all its destructive beauty, as well as the brave 
men and women who risk their lives battling wildfires 
every summer are the stars of Wildfire: Feel the Heat the 
new big screen movie now showing at the Houston Mu
seum of Natural Science Wortham IMAX Theatre. 

The movie follows elite crews of firefighters from the 
rigorous training they endure to prepare for the busy 
firefighting season, to the scene of the action, the wild
fires. 

Wildfire was shot on location at fires in Idaho, Oregon, 
California and Australia, and depicts the many different _ 
types of equipment and personnel used to put out these 
large infernos. 

The viewer gets an up-close view of the many duties 
associated with firefighting and the team work needed to 
put the fires out. Every member of the film staff trained 
and became a certified firefighter. This enabled them to 
safely work alongside the actual firefighters. 

Wildfire begins with a lightning strike. Next, a lone for
est ranger in a lookout tower high above the trees, sees a 
fire caused by lightning and calls it in. 

Acting on this information hotshot teams drive to the 
location, if they can. If the fire cannot be reached by ve-

COM-BAT Mini Triathlon 

hicle, smokejumpers parachute from airplanes or 
firefighters rappel from helicopters into the raging fires. 
The firefighters surround the wildfire and build a fire break 
by clearing a line of all combustables. They use shovels 
to remove dry grass and leaves from the ground and ma
chetes and chainsaws to clear trees and underbrush. 

Then after hours of hot, filthy, back-breaking work, they 
have to walk hours through the 'forest to reach roads or 
sites where helicopters can land to pick them up. 

The movie also highlights a huge air tanker, which has 
been converted from military use. The odd looking heli
copter hovers over a lake and sucks water up through a 
long hose into its storage tank. It then flies back to the 
fire site and dumps thousands of gallons of water over 
the fire. 

The old saying, fighting fire with fire, is proved true by 
the use of prescribed controlled burns. Firefighters walk 
through the forest with flame-throwers and ignite small 
manageable fires in an attempt to destroy the underbrush 
which could fuel a wildfire. 

Wildfire is a Discovery Pictures production and was di
rected by Michael Slee. Slee currently is working on a 3-
D comedy for IMAX Corporation. 

Emmy award-winning actor, Andre Braugher, narrates 
the film. Braugher played Detective Frank Pembleton in 
the television series Homicide: life on the Street. His film 
credits include City of Angels, Primal Fear, Get on the 
Bus and Glory. 

Wildfire runs through July 1. For show times and prices 
call (713) 639-4629. 

., 

College of the Mainland and the Bay Area Triathletes are sponsor
ing the COM-BAT Mini Triathlon Saturday, May 29. The event will 
begin at 7:30 a.m. . 

The triathlon will consists of a 300-yard swim, a 15-mile bike ride 
and a 3-mile run. 

• Southwest Texas State University, • 

The registration fee is $32 for individuals and $50 for relay teams. 
After May 14 the fees will increase to $42 for individuals and $60 for 
relay teams. 

The triathlon is limited to the first 300 entrants. 
For more information about the COM-BAT Mini Triathlon call 

Maryann Urick, coordinator of COM Recreational Programs and Stu
dent Activities at (409) 938-1211 or (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

Power volleyball tourney 

Brian Alexander jumps back for the ball at one of the power 
volleyball games at the GCIC tournament April 15 at Stewart 
Beach in Galveston. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

San Marcos SWT 

Students graduate. 

Careers are established ... 

• Celebrating its centennial in 1999, SWT invites qualified transfer_ students to apply for summer or 

fall admission. Offering 109 different degree programs, SWT is a comprehensive, multipurpose public 

school centrally located between Austin and San AntQnio. For more information, pl~ase cail (512) 

245-2340 or visit our web site at Y.Nm.swt.edu. 

DEADLINES: 

Fall ............ July 1; Spring ........ Dec. 1 

Sum I ......... May1; Sum ii ........ June 15 

Southwest Texas, a member of the Texas State University 
System. is an affirmative action. equal opportunity 
educational institution 
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Campus Life 

Pottery sale-a highlight of spring arts festival 

Jennifer Firestone (left) and Marianne Luther examine a piece of pottery on sale at the COM Spring Arts 
Festival April 22. The popular annual event showcases the college's fine arts programs. The COM Singers, 
Studio Singers, Jazz Combo and the college's windwood quartet, as well as others, performed throughout 
the day. One highlight of the festival is the student art show on exhibit in the COM Fine Arts Gallery. It runs 
through May 4. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

PfK wins 4 awards at Austin convention 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Sigma Delta chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa won four awards in competition against 
other chapters in Texas at the regional convention held in 
Austin April 8-11. 

The COM chapter won the Texas Regional Service 
Project award which is presented to the overall best ser
vice and service projects provided by a Texas chapter, 
explained Misty Wilcken, Phi Theta Kappa historian. One 
of the projects that helped the group win the award, she 
said, was painting the dog kennels at the Bay Area Soci
ety for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals last Decem
ber. Wilcken wrote the required essay for the project which 
was submitted along with a letter from the SPCA and pic
tures of the project. 

The second award was for Top Five Yearbook. Wilcken 
together with PTK members Mike Looper and Michele 
Martinez assembled the yearbook. 

The third award was the Fellowship Hallmark award. 

Phi Theta Kappa is centered around four hallmarks: schol
arship, leadership, fellowship and service. To win the 
award the COM chapter submitted an essay about the 
members' involvement with the community and how this 
involvement relates to fellowship: 

The fourth award was the Five Star Chapter award. To 
win this award, the COM chapter had to complete a list 
of projects. A chapter can receive a 1-to-5 star rating, with 
five being the highest. The more 'projects completed on 
the list, the higher the rating. The requirements for this 
award ranged from learning about "Pursuit of Happiness: 
Conflicting Visions and Values" which was this year's 
selected topic; writing an essay about the four hallmarks; 
implementing service projects; competirtg for half of the 
region's awards; running for region office; working on 
two projects with fellow chapters; and competing in five 
international awards. 

For information about Phi Theta Kappa, contact the ad
visers at (409) 938-1211 or (888) 258-8859, Exts. 329 
(Leslie Richardson, math professor) and 326 (Cindy 
Lucas, math professor). 

New plaza site of Cinco de Mayo celebration 
Continued from Page 1-----------
represented at the plaza. Every year the flag of another 
American nation will be added to the plaza. 

Mayor Chuck Doyle and the city of Texas City are seek
ing to promote personal and commercial relations between 
the American nations and Texas City, said Dr. Urbina, who 
has organized the Cinco de Mayo celebrations at COM 
for the past 25 years. This is the· 26th celebration. 

Upon the victory of Mexican liberal forces over French 
and conservative Mexican forces in 1867, Mexican Presi
dent Benito Juarez declared: "Entre los pueblos como entre 
los individuos, el respecto al dereclio ajeno es la paz." 
Translated, it means: "Between cities as between indi
viduals, the respect for the rights of others is peace." 

Cinco de Mayo "commemorates the victory of the Mexi
can forces ... over the French forces ... in Puebla_ on May 
5, 1862," Dr. Urbina wrote in a pamphlet on the historical 
significance of the festival. 

Dr. Urbina continued, "The Fesitval de 5 de Mayo is a 
symbol of the celebration of th_e Mexican-American heri
tage in our midst; as well as a celebration of the human 
spirit seeking to preserve its intrinsic freedom." · 

Dr. Urbina said the purpose of Cinco de Mayo has al
ways been to provide "a dynamic link between the col
lege and the Mexican-American community by making 
the presence of the college felt in the Mexican-~ercian 
community and by making the presence of the Mexican
American community felt on the college campus." 

Kile gets college 
a $900,000 grant 
By MYLES MARTIN 
Staff Reporter 

On the window of Joanna Kile's office in the 
Math/Science Building is a sign that reads, "Back 
off, I'm a goddess!" It 's a sign she is proud of and a 
title she gladly accepts. 

Another title she is proud to accept is that of 1999 
Outstanding Instructor 
of the Year at College 
of the Mainland. Kile 
was selected as the 
winner from a group of 
five finalists, COM in
structors who were 
nominated in the con
test. Students were 
able to nominate 
teachers for Outstand
ing Instructor by fill
ing out ballots at boxes 
placed throughout the 

Joanna Kile 

campus from March 1 through March 11. 
Kile, a professor of biology, has taught at COM 

for six years. Prior to coming here she taught for a 
semester at Collin County Community College in 
McKinney, and before that she taught as a graduate 
student at University of North Texas in Denton for 
six years. She received a bachelor of science degree 
from McNeese State University in Lake Charles, La., 
and a master of science degree in human genetics 
from UNT. 

"I was born to teach," Kile said. "I think that all 
great teachers ar·e born (to teach)." 

Kile has always held an avid interest in science, 
especially biology. When asked why she chose to 
study biology, Kile repiied, "I don't think I chose it; 
it chose me." 

She enjoys teaching at COM and says the faculty 
is different from other places where people seem 
less innovative. "I interviewed at a lot of places, 
but this is the only place where my personality and 
my teaching style fit with the other scientists. The 
science professors here applaud different teaching 
styles," she said, adding that COM "provides an en
vironment that is conducive to creativity." 

Aside from teaching biology, Kile also is active 
in furthering the distance education program at 
COM, which includes Internet courses. "Distance 
education is an important alternative to traditional 
delivery. I enjoy fostering development of courses 
through a distance medium." 

Kile recently received a grant from the National 
Science Foundation for $900,000, one of the larg
est grants that COM has ever received. It will fund 
the development of a core curriculum in process 
technology and distance learning in that area. 

In her spare time Kile enjoys shopping, reading 
(mostly mystery novels and literature), going to the 
theater and movies, and gardening. "Sports is No. 1 
though," said Kile, an enthusiastic Houston Rock
ets fan." Rockets posters decorate her office wind~ws. 

What does Kile think the most interesting field in 
science is? Her special interest lies in forensics
the decomposition of bodies, identifying skeletal re
mains and using DNA to trace the origins of vari
ous plants and animals. 

Even though Kile can complete a Punnett square 
(a scientific method used to determine the genetic 
makeup of offspring) with ease, her biology enthu
siasm doesn't extend to plants. 

"I'm good at killing plants. I can stand next to 
them and they die," Kile said, laughing. 



Five finalists consider 
selection an· accolade 
Continued from Page 1-----------

nalists. To choose the winner, the selection committee 
observed each of the finalists teaching a class. 

The other fin11lists were Deborah Bastien, nursing in
structor; Rich Nowak, Real Estate instructor; Leslie 
Richardson, math instructor; and Renate True, biology 
instructor. 

The selection committee was made up of students on 
the dean's list: Sean Buchanan, Marcia Washington, 
Nivianned Montes and Michelle Akers. Because Akers 
was unable to attend the awards ceremony, Melissa 
Litchfield took her place. The selection committee mem
bers praised the finalists individually prior to Dean Pratt 
announcing the winner. 

Kile has been an instructor at COM for six years and 
automatically becomes the chaiiwoman for next year's 
awards. On her nomination as a finalist, Kile echoed the 
words of former President Calvin Coolidge: "No person 
was ever honored for what he received. Honor has been 
the reward for what he gave." Honor is "what we work 
for," she added. "It's an honor for our most important cli
ents-the students." This was her first time as a finalist. 

True, who has taught at COM 16 years, has won In
structor of the Year three times and has been a finalist on 
two other occasions. "It's a great privilege to realize the 
students do care about me." 

Bastien has taught at COM for two y,ears and this is her 
first time as a finalist. "I was surprised and I hope I can 
live up to that (the nomination). I feel lucky that I work 
with a team that is very supportive and an administration 
that encourages me to be creative in my teaching." 

Nowak won Outstanding Instructor of the Year in 1994 
· and this is his third time as a finalist. On his nomination 
he said: "It feels great. Being nominated is an honor in 
itself, but reaching the finalist stage is probably the most 
~eariingful accolade we can achieve. When students fill 
out the ballots, it is an indication we have done well. It is 
why we do what we do." 

Richardson, a first time finalist, said he was very flat
tered. "I appreciate the students that voted for me, who
ever they are." 

During her acceptance speech, Kile told the audience 
"Rule No. 1 in my class is, 'don't let anyone step on your 
dreams."' She closed with her second rule, from Winston 
Churchill, "'Never give up. ' That's what I say to you to
night. Never give up. Thank you." 

COM Bomb Hoax 
Continued from Page 1---------
from the employee po9l and public service career cadets 
participated in the search. By 9:30 the TechNoc ~uilding 
was declared "cleared." 

The device was confiscated by Texas City Police as evi
dence and a suspect has been interviewed. 

"(COM) Police can't release any further information 
due to an ongoing investigation," Clifton said. 

InterCOM wants YOU! 
How would you like to win an award for your writing 

or photography? 
Journalism classes, COMM 1307, 2305, 2309, 2310 and 

2311 will meet as a pooled class during Summer I. The 
class will run from 9-11 :50 a.m., Monday through Friday. 
All students must sign up for a TBA production lab which 
will meet the last week of session I to produce the sum
mer issue of the InterCOM. The labs are COMM 1129, 
1131, 2129 and 2131. 

Summer I on-campus registration is May 27 and late 
registration is June 1. Classes begin Tuesday, June 1, and 
end July 9. 

For more information call journalism Professor Astrid 
H. Lowery, InterCOM adviser, at ( 409) 938-1211 or (888) 
258-88~9, Ext. 314. Contact Lowery. by e-mail at 
<alowery@mail.mainland.cc. tx. us>. 

~__,..?...._...__ .. .. .._..__ ... ------ -~- --- ._ _____ ... _ __ __________ .,. 
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Newspaper staffers prove they have 'write stuff' 
Continued from Page 1---------
chain out of Alabama." 

TIPA, the oldest newspaper society nationwide and 
the largest in Texas was founded 90 years ago and will 
celebrate 90 years of contests next year. 

Hill won four awards this year, three for her page 
layouts. "I am especially thrilled to have won awards 
for page design," Hill said. "It is not easy. But Astrid 
(Lowery, InterCOM adviser and journalism professor) 
deserves the most credit. I only applied the page de
sign theory she drilled into me." 

Hill placed first in Feature Page Design in the De
cember 1998 issue, first for her Opinion Page Design 
in the May 1998 issue and third in Sports Page Design 
also in the December issue. 

Hill shared a third place with former Managing Edi
tor Amy K. Patlatch and staff reporter Michael Navarro 
on the headline, "Furby freaks fight for furballs first 
thing Friday," for a humor column she wrote about the 
frenzy Christmas shoppers exhibited trying to get the 
sold-out stuffed animal. The headline and story ran in 
the December 1998 issue. 

"It was nice," Navarro said, "because headlines are 
a pain in the ___ ." 

Former Managing Editor Shallon Fleming won a sec
ond place in News Page Design for the front page of 
the November 1998 issue. Fleming also receiv(:d an 

Honorable Mention for her news 
story, "Local victims focus of TV 
crime show." Fleming reported on 
an Americas Most Wanted episode 
filmed at COM documenting un
solved abductions and murders in 
Galveston County dating back to 
1971. She is a journalism major at 

Shallon Fleming the University of Texas, Austin. 
Lowery ~as delighted when Michael Garza, a stu

dent in the COM arr department..last spring, asked if 
he could submit political cartoons 
to the paper. InterCOM ran the two 
cartoons he submitted and entered 
them in the TIPA contest. Garza 
won second place for his cartoon, 
"Iraq's new biological weap-on," 
which appeared in the March/ April 
1998 issue. The cartoon depicted 
Saddam Hussein holding Indepen- Michael Garza 

Current lnterCOM staff members (from left) Rachel 
Delanoix; Patricia Hill, managing editor; and 
Michael Navarro recently won TIPA awards. The pa
per earned nine TIPAs.(Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

dent Prosecutor Kenneth Starr in a chemical bottle. 
"I was surprised," Garza said. "I was thankful she 

(Lowery) enteied me in the contest." Garza also took 
art classes from COM Art Gallery Director Janet 
Hassinger. "She likes to build people's confidence and 
encourage things like this," he said. Garza said he didn't 
have much interest in politics until he took COM Pro
fessor Jim Finley's politcal science class. Finley made . 
Garza aware of what was going on in the world. 

Staff reporter Rachel Delanoix won third place for 
her sports feature story, "Needs competes in triathlon 
for 40th birthday," in the November 1998 issue. Debbie 
Needs is a physical education instructor at COM. "I 
was flattered and honored," Delanoix said. "The praise 
belongs to the whole staff. InterCOM functions as a 
team, and without the efforts of all the staff members 
we would not be graced with these awards." 

Patlach also received an Honorable Mention for a 
three-part'feature on so~ial problems which ran in each 
of the three issues of the spring 
1998 semester. "I was in shock," 
Patlach said. "When you sit down 
to write a story, you don ' t write it 
with me-intent to win something. 
You write the story with the intent 
to inform the readers. Winning the 
award is an added bonus." 

When asked about the awards, Amy K. Patlach 

Lowery said: "I was very exicted because this is the 
most awards we've ever won at one time. I'm extremely 
proud of Patricia, Amy, Michael, Rachel and Shallon, 
but credit also goes to the other staff members. With
out their contributions there would be no newspaper." 

:; e In Demand! 
1 , , , that Special Education, Bilingual. Secondary Math and 

- , , • · 1ce teachers are in high demand'? Become a certified teacher 
of Houston-Clear Lake, and be in demand! 

OPEN REGISTRATION 
IS MAY 24 - 27. 

11 • ,ss the country. there is an immediate demand and growing need 

1 subject areas such as Special Education, Bilingual Education. 
• • · •e." Future Teacher, April 1997. 

,f Education at UHCL, do something for your future. Join the School 
and BE IN DEM ND! . 
Call now! For • dmissions information call the Office of Enrnllmcnt 

: 83-2520. For School of Education advising, call 281-283-3600. 

University of Houston ~ Clear Lake 
E-mail: education@cl.uh.edu • Website: www.cl.uh.edu/soe 
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What's Happening 

Hello, are you there? 

Taylor Johnson, 5, talks on the phone during 
the COM Child Development Lab's lemonade, 
popcorn and art sale April 21. Taylor attends the 
lab school. The event was held in observance 
of the Week of the Young Child and was located 
in the playground next to the patio area of the 
TechnicalNocational Building. 

(Photo by Rachel Delanolx) 

English mini-session courses 
College of the Mainland is offering English 1301 and 

1302 in the mini-session May 10-29, Monday through 
Thursday. Professors Steven Nassar and Brenda Brown 
will teach the courses respectively. English 1301 is 9 a.m.• 
12:50 p.m., English 1302, 1-4:50 p.m. 

Mini-session late registration is Monday, May 10. For 
more information contact the professors at (409) 938-1211 
or at (888) 258-8859 Exts. 316 (Nassar) and 315 (Brown). 

Photo students practice 

It's all aboard for COM's senior photogaphy 
· course as they practice their photography at 

Galveston's Railroad Museum. On the ground 
is student Melva Powell and instructor Murry 
Getz. Posing on the platform are other members 
of the class. They are (from left) Beatrice Sterner, 
Flora Strickhausen, Nanette Osborne, Opal 
Glover, Rosemary Milner, Jackie Hadley and 
Joyce Cawley. (Photo by Jay Richard) 

Dr. Bass to speak at graduation May 7 
The College of the Mainland graduation ceremony will 

be held in the La Marque High School auditorium May 7 
at 7:30 p.m. A reception will follow in the Commons area. 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, former dean of Instruction and Stu
dent Development, will be the guest speaker. The COM 
Singers, directed by choral Professor James Heffel, will 
perform two selections: "The Awakening" and "A Celtic 
Blessing." The Brass Guild, directed by music Professor 

People Speak Out 
By MYLES MARTIN and 
MICHAEL NAVARRO, StatIReporters 
DANIEL M. DECKER, Staff Photographer 

Enrollment at College of the Mainland has decreased by 
approximately 800 students in the last three years. This drop 
in enrollment may be attributed to a variety of factors, such 
as students being required to take the TASP test prior to en
rolling. 

To discover how the college could improve enrollment, 
lnterCOM asked students and staff: ''What could COM do 
to attract more students?" 

Patricia Lausch: Here 
your instructors are avail
able to you all the time. 
At other places they don't 
know your name or your 
face. I like the atmo
sphere here. 

Ted Aubry: Fix the 
school up. The grounds 
don't look all that great. 
Offer more classes. 

Wendy ~carlett: More 
campus activities, 'cause 
it's a community college. 
People don't take things 
more seriously. People 
don't really hear about 
the activities. There 
needs to be more inter
action with students. 

Thomas Owens: It costs 
too much. The tuition 
isn't bad, but I've paid 
more for my books than 
tuition. More sports. 

Bertha Pistone: Sports 
would be best, plus ac
~ivities. 

Jeanette Jonte: They 
could have more activi
ties other times than at 
12:30 .... We have one 
rec. room and if it's not 
locked, it's full. What 
gets on my nerves is they 
only have things at 12:30 
and I'm always at work. 

Sparky Koerner, will play prelude pieces, "Pomp and Cir
cumstance" as faculty and graduates march into the audi
torium and exit pieces at the end of the ceremony. 

Students should assemble in the Commons area by 6:30 
p.m. They must pick up their caps and gowns, which are 
free, in the COM Bookstore by May 7. 

All faculty are expected to participate in the ceremony 
and should arrive by 6:45 p.m. 

Tanisha Hicks: They 
should advertise more, 
give us discounts like 
$10 off of tuition or 10 
percent. 

Annette Watts: When 
they set up new classes, 
they need. to make sure 
they have all the details 
worked out as far as tests 
go. 

Maurice Scott: A foot
ball team. Bring a full
fledged athletic program. 

Tashiba Bryant: We 
need some cable and 
something else in the rec
reation room. They need 
to buy another TV, be
cause half the time it 
doesn't work. 

Miriam Ha_rolds: Drop 
the prices. The classes 
are not an academic level 
of a university. It is not 
challenging. 

Brooke Tarrer: I'm up
set they don't offer more 
mini-courses. They need 
to offer more variety for 
summer courses. 

Professor Mark Sand
ers: Better promotion, if 
nothing else. 

Joe Everett: Have more 
extracurricular activities 
students can do in their 
spare time and between 
classes, or they can offer 
new classes to fit every 
student's taste. 



Blood donation: 'gift of life' 
See Page 3 

Domestic violence escalating 
See Page 4 

Madam Zaragoza's horoscopes 
See Page 5 
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TIPA Award-winner 

Theft in COM Gym ends with suspect's arrest 
By MYLES MARTIN 
Assistant Editor 

A theft in the College of the Mainland Gym was quickly 
resolved by COM police officers with the arrest of the 
suspect May 5. 

After questioning by the police, the suspect confessed 
to stealing property out of baskets in the men's. locker 
room, by cutting the locks with a bolt cutter and then plac-

ing wallets containing close to $1,000 into his gym bag. 
Officer Willie Huerta took the call about the theft from 

the Gym lobby attendant Geneva Murphy. She called af
ter one man reported his wallet containing close to $900 
in cash was missing. Officer Tony Mallette arrived after 
hearing the call and radioed Officer E.W. "Butch" Carr 
for backup. 

The man whose wallet was missing reported he had 
returned to the locker room shortly after leaving his pos-

The visibility and maneuverability of COM Police officers Arbry Clifton (left) and Thomas Dendy on their mountain 
bikes keeps the level of crime.low on the COM campus. They began patrolling the campus in March and will continue 
at least through November. This is the fifth year for the bike patrol. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

sessions in his basket. The suspect, a youth in his late teens, 
was in the locker room and offered to help him search for 
the missing wallet. The man reported the gym bag, which · 
later was found to contain the bolt cutters and property, 
was close by the youth. 

When the police officers searched the men's locker room, 
however, they could not find the bag. They suspected the 
bag was still in the building and began a thorough search 

See Higher Page 7 

Level 3 ·alert detains 
Box Thirteen audience 
By MYLES MARTIN 
Assistant Editor 

The Box Thirteen theater audience received a special 
message from Lyndon Baines Johnson, played by Mark 
Adams, when the actors took their final curtain call Thurs
day, June 24. 

e gave a message he had not given any other audi
ence. Adams said he had received word from the College 
of the Mainland Police Team that Texas City was under a 
Level 3 alert due to a toxic release at the Brjtish Petro~ 
leum Amoco Plant. He advised patrons to stay in the Fine 
Arts Building until notified otherwise by police. 

Many left early but a few stayed until the alert was down
graded. COM Officer E.W. "Butch" Carr was walking the 
campus at about 8:55 p.rn. when he heard the sirens. Of
ficer Willie Huerta was in the COM police station when 
Carr told him of the sirens. "They can't be heard when 
you're in the building," Cari explained. 

The Texas City Fire Department called with an official 
wa~ing at approximately 9:25 p.m. Before that, however, 
Carr learned of the situation from a mother who called at 
9:05 p.m., concerned because her son was in class in the 
Learning Resources Center. 

While Huerta stayed on the phone in the police station, 
Carr, went from building to building alerting people of the 

· See BP Amoco Page 7 

Westin's LBJ play, Box Thirteen, world premier at COM 
By LOISM.ANTHONY 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland theater director, Jack Westin, showcased his superb talents 
as both director and playwright in the dynamic production Box Thirteen, which opened 
at CO M's Arena Theat_re June 3 and closed June 27. Since its debut, Westin and the play 
have received kudos galore and with good reason. 

Westin retells in Box Thirteen the intriguing story of Texas' own Lyndon Baines 
Johnson and his highly controversial campaign and disputed win against former Texas 
Gov. Coke Stevenson in the 1948 election for the U.S. Senate. Johnson eeked out a 
narrow victory over Stevenson by a miniscule 87 votes after some 203 questionable 
voters' names appeared on the Precinct 13 voting list in Alice, located in Duvall County 
near the Texas-Mexico border. Box Thirteen recounts the alleged ballot box tampering 
incident in a most thought-provoking and entertaining manner. 

Westin, who molded this intriguing story into an outstanding production, said of his 
work, "I have always admired LBJ and was fascinated with the story of the mysterious 
ballot box after I first heard Hubert Humphrey tell it on television back when I was 
growing up in Minnesota i:ind my father was a state senator." 

See Play Page 7 

. 

J. Edwin Smith (center), a college classmate of Lyndon Johnson's and a retired Houston 
attorney, attended the world premier of Jack Westin's (left) Box Thirteen. Mark Adams was 
LBJ in Westin's play about the controversial '48 Senate race. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 
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Editorials/News 

COM was represented at the Cesar Chavez Marcha in Austin March 31. Twenty-nine Hispanic, African
American and Anglo faculty, staff, students, union and COMunity members left COM at 7 a.m. to sup
port House Bill 316 declaring Chavez's birthday, March 31, an optional state holiday. The marcha 
started at noon and lasted until 2 p.m. All participants in the marcha marched up Congress to the 
Capitol. Approximately 500 people took part in the event. The COM group included Professor Alice 
Watford and staff members, Elizabeth Hasserd, Olda Perez and Alice Whistler. The group returned to 
the college at 7 p.m. 

Hillary should not pursue Senate run 

"Hillary wins race for Senate, keeps Clinto_n spirit alive" 
Does this sound like a headline for the nation's 

newspapers a year from now? Hillary Rodham Clinton 
is highly likely to make a run for the U.S. Senate as a 
candidate from New York. I hope that the American 
people, especially the voters from the state of New York 
who will be determining her fate should she run, will see 
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through her thinly veiled attempt to stay in the public 
arena. 

Eight years as first lady isn 't good enough? To have 
one of the highest unofficial titles in the United States 
isn't good enough? Clinton apparently must have an 
elected position of power in order to satisfy herself. The 
truth of the matter is, I wish she and her husband would 
retire to somewhere far away and live the good life of 
retirement where little press coverage is necessary. 

If Clinton wins, we might have to put up with hearing 
things on the evening news, sµch as "Hillary Clinton 
proposes sweeping legislation, with overwhelming 
support from her fellow Democratic senators." Oh boy. 

If Clinton is elected, she would instantly become the 
unofficial Democratic leader in the Senate. After all, 
what Democratic senator is going to have the guts to 
stand up to her? They certainly didn't stand up to 
removing her husband from office. I can just hear 
someone like Sen. Ted Kennedy, raving on and on about 
what a great job Clinton is doing as senator, the contri
bution to her country being incalculable. 

And why New York? What doe·s Hillary Clinton know 
about the state of New York? She will be serving 
constituents, but how can she serve constituents well 
when she has never lived in New York? This would be 
like, say, Ted Kennedy trying to run for office as a 
senator from Texas, laughable as that is. 

I just hope she will eventually decide against making 
a political run in the fall. I believe the Clintons, both 
Hillary and Bill, have been in the limelight long enough. 
Hillary-please retire. 

Summer 2, fall registration set 
Registration for the second summer session at College 

of the Mainland is set for July 8, 8:30 a.m-1 :30 p.m. and 
5-7 p.m. Late registration is July 12. Telephone registra
tion for current students continues through July 12. Classes 
begin July 12 and run through Aug. 20. 

Fall semester telephone registration runs July 26-Aug. 
31. Returning students may register early on campus Aug. 
16-17; on-campus regular registration is Aug. 24 and 26. 
Clear Creek registration at Clear Creek High School' is 
Aug. 25. Fall classes begin Aug. 28 

) t • • • 

Do we run computers 
or do they run us? 

The computers are down. If you ' re old enough to use 
a computer, which now is generally around the age you 
learn to walk, you've many times hfard the phrase, "the 
co1I1puters are down." In today's soci'ety it seems 
everything we do uses a computer. 

A charge has appeared on your credit card statement, 
and you know it is an error. Like most people you pick 
up the phone and call the credit card company. After the 
phone rings-many times-it is answered by, what else, 
a computer, a computer with a monotone voice at that. 

The computer tells you to listen for your selection 
from the menu. Thank God, there are only nine numbers 
on a telephone keypad. Finally, when you're just about 
to fall asleep, you hear a selection that might fit your 
situation. The race has begun. You push the correct 
buttons as quickly as possible, as if doing so would 
make the computer speak any faster. 

Finally, the computer begins to speak, again, and you 
listen carefully as it gives you a new menu of options. 
You make your selection and again there is silence. Will 
the computer give you the information you want? 

The phone starts to ring, again. Now, you think you 
will get to talk to a real person. Wrong. It's that awful 
monotone voice, back to annoy you again. The computer 
now wants your credit card account number; it also tells 
you to push the pound key. You already know that if you 
don't push the pound key, you'll have to start all over 
again. Your next command is to enter your zip code, and 
finally, the computer accesses your account. 

You hear a click on the line, and you think you're 
being transferred to a live peison who will actually help 
you. Wrong again. You now listen to the computer recite 
your balance, last payment date, next payment date and 
amount due. Since you're holding the statement in your 
hand, you wish the computer would tell you something 
you don't already know. 

The computer begins to speak, yet.again; now you 
listen as if it were the Computer God. You get a new 
menu of options, but there's nb option for your situation. 
Believe it or not, the computer finally tells you to press 
"O" to speak to a custarner service representative! 

Now you're put o.r.i hold and hear all the company 
advertising. You can hardly Wl!it to talk 'to a real person 
and find yourself actually getting exciting about that. 
You can't stand the suspense. 

Then you hear a click on the line. The advertising has 
stopped, and the phone rings. A person, a real live 
human being, is asking, "Can I help you?" Feeling 
triumphant, you say you have an error on your statement 
that needs to be com,:cted .. But you're completely 
astounded when the representative says: "I am sorry, the 
computers are down!" No explanation, just an apology 
for your inconvenience. You've been defeated by a 
computer, and the real live person can't help you 
because of a computer.· 

When you hang up you are angry. You stomp your 
feet. You pace the floor. You pull out your checkbook, 
and you pay the bill-in full. You pay off the entire 
balance. Now you'll never have to deal with that 
particular computer again. 

As a society we have become totally dependent on 
computers. We pay our bills, we keep track of our 
friends, we do our school work and we even keep our 
appointments by computer. 

We have allowed our computers to run our lives. We 
thought we had more common sense than to let this 
happen. We were supposed to be running the computers. 
What happened? . 



Giving 'gift.of life' 
safe, easy, generous 
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Making the decision to give blood is probably more 
difficult than the actual process of giving it. The fear of 
the unknown may cause hesitation in making the first 
donation. Be a "quiet" hero and give the "gift of life." 

In this country, every 1.3 seconds of every day a unit 
of blood is transfused. That totals up to 65,750 units a 
day or 24 million units a year. Where do blood centers 
and hospitals get all of that blood? Look in the mirror 
and you will see the answer. You, the average adult, 
have 10 to 12 pints of blood in your body right now. 

When you give blood, it is separated into three or 
more components. Three of the components are red 
b!ood cells, platelets and plasma. Red blood cells, which· 
carry oxygen from the lungs to other parts of the body, 
must be transfused within 42 days of donation. Platelets, 
which help the blood to clot, must be transfused within 
five days. Plasma, the-fluid part of the blood that 
contains proteins required to control bleeding and keep 
organs functioning properly, is frozen fresh within six 
hours of donation and can be stored frozen for one year. 

People have concerns about donating blood. They are 
afraid of the pain from the needle. If they were dying 
and needed blood, would they turn it down because of 
that same needle that is the bridge to the life-saving 
blood they n~ed? I doubt it. They are fearful of getting 
AIDS from donating. This is a false assumption. They 
are concerned about the cleanliness of supplies used at 
the facilities. Supplies used for each donation are sterile, 
disposable and used only once-for your donation. 

Less than one pint of blood is taken in a whole blood 
donation, which takes approximately 30 to 45 minutes. 
The volume donated is replaced within 48 hours. A 
healthy person can donate every eight weeks. 

According to the Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center in 
Houston, it is a fact that if everyone who gave blood 
only once last year would give twice this year, there 
would be no blood shortage. It is also a fact that only 
about 4 percent of the U.S. population donates blood. 

As a volunteer for the Gulf Coast Regional Blood 
Center, it is my responsibility to talk to first-time 
donors, sharing this same information I have shared with 
you. I always thank each donor after he or she has given 
blood by saying: "Thank you for your donation. Your 
blood will save someone's l_ife today." 

Each time I say those words, I am reminded of the 
• first blood drive I worked. A young man's response to 

me was, "It was his (Jesus') blood that saved mine." 
Think about it. Give the gift of life; you may be the one 
to receive this priceless gift one day. 

Letter to editor praises COM 
Thanks so much to Rachel (Delanoix) for her article 

(in the May InterCOM) "Students waste time whining 
about COM." As someone who moved here seeking a 
better education than what a comparable budget offered 
me at Houston Community College, it is apparent to me 
that those complaining have no basis for comparison! 
Neither HCC nor even the University of Houston allows 
the freedom of access on the Internet that we enjoy at 
COM, and these grounds are far more beautiful than any
thing HCC can present for comparison! The recreational 
and physical education facilities are exceptional for the 
budget of a community college! Yes, every business has 
room for improvement, but dollar for dollar COM out
shines most neighboring community colleges! As with 
most everything in life, our individual experiences here 
at COM are exactly as great as we choose to make them! 

Sheryl Sitts, Full-time COM Student 
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Cinco de Mayo and a ribbon cutting marked the first formal celebration at the new Plaza of the Americas, 
located diagonally across from the main COM entrance on Amburn Road. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Religion a catalyst for violence or peace 

. Editor's note: James Templer has been an art professor 
at College of the Mainland since 1976. 

On Sunday, May 23, in Galveston's Moody Memorial 
First United Methodist Church, I listened to a sermon on 
social responsibility. The minister, a district superinten
dent, brought up the Littleton, Colo., shootings. He was 
greatly troubled by the tragedy and by a prevalent 
Christian critique of the tragedy that is based on 
declarations that this awful act of violence occurred 
because God and prayer are not allowed in our schools. 
The superintendent rejects both implications of that 
argument, and I have to agree with him. But it is the first 
implication-that this and similar acts of violence are 
the direct result of a lack of religious convictions and 
practices in our schools and in society overall-that we, 
as an institution of higher education, must examine and 
discuss. 

Can it be argued that religious convictions and 
practices are, in fact, efficacious means of preventing 
violent acts? I don't really know for sure and can only 
speculate based on my own limited experiences and 
beliefs which involve only one of hundreds of religions, 
denominations and sects. I think it would be wonderful 
news for society if it were true, but this claim requires 
empirical evidence which, to my knowledge, has not . 
surfaced. I realize that we can find important cases of 
individual conversion (the apostle Paul, for example), 
but that begs the question of the effectiveness of 
religions overall. 

What can be argued with little effort, however, is that 
religious convictions and practices have and can be the 
primary cause of violent acts, including war and murder. 
We can cite a few of the better known examples: the 
seventb century Islamic fitnah (a rebellion); the Mus
lims' jihad (holy war); the car bombs of Shiite fanatics; 
the 11th century Christian crusades; the Thirty Years 
War and the problems in Northern Ireland; the murders 
of American abortion clinic workers by Christian 

· fanatics; the Maccabean wars; and today's struggles 
between the Jews and the Palestinians. We cannot 
simply tum our heads from these contradictions and 
complexities. 

For example, how do we account for the fact that 
devoutly religious people and totally nonreligious 
people alike can be extremely violent? Or be nonvio
lent? What are we to make of the fact that some atheists 
are conscientious objectors, pacifists and humanitarians, 
while some of the most faithful believers in God support 
wars, executions and economic sanctions that rain 
starvation and devastation upon innocent victims? 

The only conclusion we can draw is that religion, in 
and of itself, never has precluded violence. While some 
specific religions, such as the Quakers, Mennonites, or 
Amish, may be non-violent (perhaps there's something 
to be said for the rejection of materialistic and techno
logical excess), they are considered exceptions and 
looked upon by the mainstream as anomalies and 
outsiders. 

I am in no way suggesting that religion does not play 
an eminent role in society and in the lives of believers or 
that it cannot make a po:;itive difference. The primary 
point I am ·making is that if religion can inspire violence, 
then it cannot be said to always prevent violence. If it 
cannot always prevent violence, then we cannot argue 
that if it played a larger (mandated) role in our schools 
and society there would be less violence. Most impor
tant, we cannot allow an invalid argument, regardless of 
how appealing it may be to some, to distract or dissuade 
us from the already always complex task of identifying 
and analyzing valid factors. 

The educational community must assume the lion's 
share of this burden mainly because it is the common 
ground of all disciplines, including religion. John Dewey 
believed that education is the fundamental method of 
social progress and reform. What seems to be in dire 
need of reform is our passive acceptance of values a11d 
practices that are poisoning the roots of compassion, 
empathy and respect for people. John Stuart Mill 
described these noble human characteristics as being 
like a tender plant, easily killed, not only by hostile 
influences, bu_t by mere want of sustenance. That we are 
being neglectful of our humanhood is painfully clear. 
That we find the honesty and courage to confront and 
engage our hostile influences is a matter of social 
responsibility. 
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Domestic violence by males rises steadily 
By LOIS M. ANTHONY 
Staff Reporter 

Domestic violence and other related types of violence 
have become an all too frequent occurrence in society 
today. Statistics show that violent acts, particularly against 
women and children, are on a steady rise. 

The Texas Department of Public Safety numbers for 
reported incidents of family violence in Texas between 
1992 and 1996 show an increase of 33,205 documented 
cases. Of all domestic violence incidents, 92 percent con
sist of crimes committed by men against women. 

A woman is battered every 15 seconds in the United 
States, and as violence toward women increases, children 
become victims as well, experiencing a 300 percent in
crease in violence directed against them by a male batterer. 

Happy Spillar, executive director of Women's Resource 
& Crisis Center of Galveston County Inc., stated: "Bat
tering is related to a man's need for ·power and control 
over another person rather than simply anger. Many 
batterers themselves grew up in a battering situation. 

"A batterer can appear charming, yet also controlling, 
becoming even more controlling over time," Spillar said. 
"He begins to isolate a woman from her family and friends 
and begins to control how she dresses, where she goes, 
whom she sees and the control over her increases. Rarely 
does an abusive situation improve without intervention." 

Men who commit these crimes may be husbands, ex
husbands or boyfriends. Furthermore, men who display 
such patterns of behavior should be considered as poten
tial abusers. 

The United States has become nearly saturated with vio
lence from various sources. Television, movies, comput-

ers, books, and the Internet many times promote and con
done acts of violence, encouraging people, particularly 
the young, to display violent behavior toward others. 
Beverly McPhail wrote in ..:'Reaping what we sow in the 
ways we rear our boys" in the April 27 Houston Chronicle, 
that attitudes of dominance, power and control that many 
males are taught in the home and elsewhere have also 
contributed to a rise in violence in the home and at school. 

Though there are no easy solutions to the problem of 
domestic violence, it is apparent the tools of education 
and public awareness provide the best place to start in 
seeking answers to issues of violence and other problems 
in our society. McPhail added in her editorial column that 
the crucial key to eradicating violence in the home, the 
workplace, or at school is to work toward changing faulty 
attitudes concerning gender roles and to search for better 
ways to convey truthful attitudes that build healthy rela
tionships between people. She indicated that open dia
logue and honest communication are important factors 
that can serve to bring about positive changes and effect 
lasting solutions to the tragedy of violence and abuse. 

If you or someone you know is a victim of domestic 
violence, help is available by calling the National Do
mestic Violence Hotline at 1-800-799-SAFE (7233). In 
Galveston County women can call a 24-hour hotline at 1-
888-919-SAFE (7233) to obtain shelter, food, help with 
financial, legal, medical or transportation services. Coun
seling also is available. In South Galveston County women 
may call ( 409) 765-SAFE; and the League City Outreach 
Office at (281) 557-9051. 

To volunteer services, call the administrative office of 
the Women's Resource & Crisis Center of Galveston 
County at"(409) 763-1441. 

Early detection first step to surviving skin cancer 
If you don't practice sun-smart habits, you may be one 

of the estimated 1 million people to develop skin cancer, 
a press release from the American Cancer Society states. 

"The American Cancer Society recommends avoiding 
midday sun between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. when the sun is 
at its strongest," said physician, Dr. William Ramsdell, 
spokesman for the American Cancer Society. 

People with light skin or those who bum easily are most 
at risk for skin cancer, but darker-skinned people also can 
develop skin cancer, including malignant melanoma. 

The most common warning sign of skin cancer is a pre
existing mole or the appearance of a new mole or growth. 

Other skin cancers may appear as pearly, flesh-colored or 
scaly bumps that may bleed. Melanomas look like moles 
with irregular coloration (black, brown, white or blue) 
and ragged uneven borders; they may be flat or raised. If 
these conditions exist, see a dermatologist. 

"Early detection is the key to surviving skin cancer, 
especially ipalignant melanoma, which can spread quickly 
if left undetected," Dr. Ramsdell said. Localized malig
nant melanoma is highly curable with a 96 percent sur
vival rate. If cancer spreads survival drops to 12 percent. 

For more information contact the American Can~er So
ciety at 1-800-227-2345 or www.cancer.org on the Web. 

COM seminars offer 
homeschool support 
By DAN SELLERS 
Staff Reporter 

In Texas homeschooling is growing in popularity as an 
alternative to public school education. 

Individuals who object to the quality and character of 
public education and who cannot afford private school 
tuition or find the values of private schools equally unac
ceptable can legally school their own children. 

Homeschooling has always been a parental right in 
Texas. Many homeschoolers fe·el bullied by the public 
school system to provide information beyond the scope 
of the law. Rights sometimes must be defended. 

In September 1987, Judge Charles Murray, in the case 
of Gary W. Leeper et al vs. Arlington School District, ruled 
that homeschools are private schools. 

Under the Texas Constitution, private schools are not 
regulated by the state. Texas does have a compulsory 
school attendance law for children between the ages of 6 
through 17, Section 25.085 of the Texas Legal Code. This 
means that a child must attend a school either public or 
private. Since homeschools are defined by the court as 
private schools, attendance at homeschool fulfills the com
pulsory attendance requirement to satisfy Texas law. 

* The school must actually ei:cist and run as a school. 
* A written curriculum must cover the basics of math, 

grammar, reading, spelling and good citizenship. 
* Parents must cooperate with reasonable inquiries from 

school district attendance officers to ensure compliance 
with the compulsory attendance laws. 

College of the Mainland provides support to home
schoolers through its Continuing Education program. It 
is the intent of the college "to offer facilities to 
homeschoolers which meet their unique needs and to en
courage their participation in college upon graduation from 
homeschool." 

Two seminars, Home School Principles and Maintain
ing Student Records, are taught by Lynette Criddle at 
COM in the evening from 7 to 9:30 p.m. The first semi
nar already is in progress; the second begins July 8. 

Criddle describes the first course.as covering basic ques
tions for first-time homeschoolers, such as materials, cur
riculum and legality. The second course is "for people 
concerned about high school or college entrance and cov
ers basic transcripts, testing, records and schedules." 

Criddle, who has successfully homeschooled five of her 
eight children, says, "Every home should be a place of 
learning. It's up to each family to decide the extent." 

Criddle's oldest son attended COM and is now work
ing in Dallas. Describing herself as "strong learner," 
Criddle feels that direct parental involvement and hard 
work are key elements to educational success. She also , 
freely draws on the local homeschooling support group 
and other homeschool teachers to provide expertise in ar
eas where her competence does not extend. 

For homeschools, Texas law has no requirements for 
standardized testing, teacher certification or registration 
in the district of residence. 

Public schools require 170 days of school attendance, 
but this does not apply to homeschools as long as they are 
run in a bona fide manner. Simply put, home schools are 
private schools and private schools in Texas are allowed 
freedom to pursue their vision of education. 

Until recently, homeschools in the United States and in 
Texas particularly were rare. The purpose of the public 
school was thought to be to groom future citizens to serve 
the state. Private schools, while in many instances offer
ing a better education, basically accepted this position. 

Population growth, multiculturalism, discipline prob
lems, expanded personal rights, a distrust of government, 
declining program quality, complacent officials, and court
mandated policies and programs led many citizens to be
lieve that they had lost personal control of their school 
system and their children's future. 

See Homeschooling Page 5 



Homeschooling viable 
option to public schools 
Continued from Page 4-----------

The reaction· was predictable. History is filled with 

people whose strong personal commitments to their val
ues and beliefs led to alternatives. And so the modern 

homeschool movement was born in the early 1980s. 
The daily schedule for the Criddle homeschool is a hu

mane and intelligent approach to the organization of a 
large family intent on spending creative time together. The 

Criddles emphasize a Christian approach to education. 

While Christian organizations are pioneers in the cur
rent homeschool movement, a variety of other home
schools with various religious, cultural and ethnic orien

tations exist. Children in remote areas also are served by 

homescl).ools. The schools are as varied as the people who 

organize and run them. 

Is there a downside to homeschooling? Properly run 

homeschools require time and resources. The family con
sidering homeschooling is forced to commit the labor of 
at least one member of the family, usually the children's 

mother, to the homeschooling project. In a country where 
a two:income family has become the norm, this repre
sents a large sacrifice. 

What is in the future for homeschools? Undoubtedly, 

the homeschool movement finds fertile ground in the cha
otic and fragmented cultural conditions of late 20th cen

tury America. Gender gaps, generation gaps, racial and 

ethnic compartmentalization, and the widening gulf be

tween social classes give the impression that America is 
at war with itself. 

Public schools cannot escape correction indefinitely. If 
the public school system is reformed, perhaps home
schools will become a pleasant anachronism instead of a 
viable alternative to public education. 
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,<elli Joiner, 5, and Trinity Jones, 6, take a break in a tube in the COM Child Development Lab School 
playground. The two girls are participating in summer child care at the school. Children in the summer 
program range in age from 18 months to 11 years. Child care is available in the fall and spring semesters 
and open to students, faculty, staff and the community. The fall daycare rolls are full, but a waiting list is 
available. Registration for evening child care is during regular on-campus registration. The registration 
fee is $5, and tuition is $3 per evening. Children must be 3-11 and po.µy trained. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

• 

Renowned psychic channels horoscope predictions 
Editor's note: After extended 
negotiations InterCOM has 
obtained the services of that 
celebrated continental 
psychic Madam Sophie de la 
Mancha Zaragoza of 
E;xtremador. Madam 
Zaragoza has offered her 
services to the crowned heads 
of Europe and is currently on 
retainer to the Baron Von 
Munchasen of Lower Batavia. 
Madam's predictions are only 
for the entertainment and 
edification of lnterCOM's 

Madam Sophie Zaragoza readers. 

July/August transmedial interpretations as revealed to • 

Madam Zaragosa by NOSTRO DANUS 

AQUARIUS 1/21 to 2/19-As Aquarians pass through the 
summer solstice, health problems related to the summer heat 
are extremely likely. Sunstroke, sunburn and dehydration 
threaten water-loving Aquarians as they pursue their natural in
clination to outdoor recreation, sunbathing and water play. In 
the fun-filled solar environment, Aquarians are inclined to ex
cessive bursts of passion or anger followed by deep regret. Take 
10 deep breaths before disciplining children or engaging in new 
romantic interests. No unusual financial benefits are likely this 
month. Give animals around the home special attention. 

PISCES 2/20 to 3/20-A strong possibility of financial gain 
is emerging, but Piscians are-going to have to seize the initia
tive. Avoid itinerant workmen, door-to-door salesmen and poli
ticians. Quality workmanship is more expensive but lasts longer. 
Harmonious relationships at home are almost guaranteed this 
month. Sleep late and concentrate your energies. Your best work 
will be done in °the evening hours. Back problems are common 
this month. Avoid lifting and physical activities that stress the 
back and the neck. A pleasant nostalgic moment will create a 
rapturous evening in the near future. 

ARIES 3/21 to 4/20-The Ram is on a roll, charging in where 
angels fear to tread. Curb that impulsive behavior or you're likely 
to end up in serious trouble. Adventure in far away places sings 
its siren song. Go ahead, indulge yourself, but stick to the guided 

tour. Many opportunities abound for travel related to your oc
cupation. Health problems are unlikely this month. Money prob
lems are a strong possibility at the end of the month. Opposites 
attract, so prepare for an unusual encounter. 

TAURUS 4/21 to 5/21-This month the bull 's mental facul
ties are at their peak. Take advantage of this gift by engaging in 
intellectual activities. You will receive good advice from an evil 
counselor. Take this advice with caution, but do not commit 
yourself to this person or follow his example. Because of a pre
occupation with business matters, your love life will suffer a 
reversal. Correct this situation immediately before serious dam
age is done. A summer cold is likely to overtake you this month. 
Take precautions against infection by getting proper rest and 
eating a balanced diet. An expensive accident around the home 
is a strong possibility. Beware of fire in your residence. 

GEMINI 5/22 to 6/21-Twins are well-mannere1 and polite 
individuals, but this month, unless you are very careful, you 
are going to become quite upset. This could be serious enough 
to involve the law. Consider your options carefully before com
mitting your stars to fiery suns. You will receive a message from 
a trusted friend, probably concerning money. This is the month 
to deny those creative, whimsical impulses and get down to 
hard work. Try completing those unfinished projects. Look for 
a confidential message from a secret admirer. 

CANCER 6/22 to 7/23-All right, it's your birthday. Go ahead, 
loosen up and splurge. A couple of pieces of birthday cake are 
not going to ruin your diet. The Crab always needs reassurance 
when dealing with issues of self-denial. Remember the good 
news, you are not only a year older but a year wiser. Check any 
new enterprises carefully. Some loss is unavoidable. Now is a 
great time to clean out your closet and desk. New health prob
lems for Cancer this month are almost non-existent. You are 
going to receive an unusual proposition in the near future. 

LEO 7/24 to 8/23--:f..,eos are ready for romance this month, 
but unless there is a change in the cosmic ether, expect the same 
old same old. Anticipate an invitation to a party where some
one will be watching. Lock up your valuables; a theft is an 
eminent possibility. Leos should be prepared for a conflict with
out an immediate resolution. Hang in there; you are a winner in 
the end. Prepare for some travel in the near future. Don't muzzle 
the ox that treads the grain. Treat business associates gener
ously to encourage further profitable dealings. 

VIRGO 8/24 to 9/23-Despite strong personal doubts, you 
must maintain confidence in your ability to provide leadership. 

Don ' t let them see you sweat. Because of business concerns, 
your home life will be somewhat chaotic. 'fake a few minutes 
each day to sit down and center yourself. Remind yourself that 
this period of anxiety is temporary and there are better things to 
come. Consider letting go of some of that self-control to free 
up your creative self. Position yourself for unexpected rewards. 

LIBRA 9/24 to 10/23-Enough of this temperance stuff; it's 
time to step on a few tails, take some names · and get the job 
done. You've been sweet and you've been nice, but that just 
hasn't worked. This is war and you are declaring it. Take care, 
some people are going to resent the new you. Be ready to re
ward all those who support your endeavors. Now, before you 
strap on that sword and buckler, remember that you can bring 
happiness to the life of a small child with a simple act of com
passion. This will ensure balance in your mental constitution 
during this stressful month. 

SCORPIO 10/24 to 11/22-Household maintenance problems 
will create havoc with your daily schedule. Check for loose or 
leaky pipes and faucets around the house. Have your bottle of 
aspirin at the ready. You can avoid a speeding ticket by exercis
ing more caution. Seek to develop your non-visual senses. En
joy some good music or take in a play. Your animal friends may 
take advantage of your good nature this month. You will be 
required to perform a difficult balanC'lng act but success is as
sured. Focus on future in.come with summer employment. A 
dramatic role in mediating occupational conflicts is about to be 
yours. Expect a promotion. 

SAGITTARIUS 11/23 to /2/21-Dark forces from the past 
wear away at your present harmonious situation. Now is the 
time to check on those small trivialities like leaving extra house 
keys_ with a trusted neighbor. There is a tall outsider in your 
future and a great deal of positive change. Check the oil in your 
car and the wear on those tires. Work performed for you by a 
trusted friend will not meet your specifications, but this is not 
his fault. Give careful and clear explanations of your desires. 

CAPRJCORN 12/22 to 1 /20-Children under the sign of the 
Goat need to look down and not forward to receive an unex
pected surprise. Wealth related to commerce is at your finger
tips. A friend who is deeply spiritual will approach you for a 
loan. Beware of her inability to control her finances because 
that will lead to future disasters. Careful craftsmanship will 
ensure you against disaster. Supervise yourself and your ap
prentices .carefully. Goat parents will be exasperated by their 
children. Don't let the kids get your goat. 

.. 
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Sports/Recreation 

An AB League volleyball player prepares to return the ball to the opposing side during league play. The AB 
League is a co-ed league which plays Thursday nights in the COM Gym. Leagues are a part of COM's Continuing 
Education program and run 10-12 weeks. First place team members receive T-shirts. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Summer recreation offered to community 
By JENNIE MACKAY 
Staff Reporter 

Each summer College of the Mainland offers a variety 
of sports and recreational activities to students as well as 
community residents. 

For more information or to register for any of the fol
lowing events, visit the Gym lobby Monday through Fri
day from 7:30 a.m. to 10 p.m., or call (409) 938-1211 or 
toll free 1-888-258-8859, Ext. 417. 

Canoe Camp 
Sign up for Canoe Camp, open to boys and girls ages 

10-14, is July 7. Participation is limited to 14 students 
who will be shown the basic skills needed to maneuver a 
canoe. The students will practice these skills on COM's 
Lake Eckert. The fee for the camp, which takes place July 
12-15, 9:30-11:30 a.m., is $20 per person. 

Table Tennis.Tournament 
A table tennis tournament is scheduled at COM July 

20, beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Gym. Sign up is by July 
15; fee is $4 for non-students and free to credit students. 

Moonlight Madness Fun Run/Walk 
The Moonlight Madness Fun Run/Walk will take place 

on July 3Q at 9 p.m. Sign up is by July 23. The fee is $14. 
The event includes 1- and 3-mile run/walks. Every par
ticipant will receive a T-shirt and can take a refreshing 
dip in the swimming pool afterward. Awards wiJI be given 
to the first, second, third, fourth and fifth overall male 
and female finishers in each event. Participants also are 
eligible for prizes to be given away by a drawing. 

GOALS Soccer Camp 
The GOALS Soccer Camp is designed to improve .skills 

and tactical awareness of boys and girls ages 5-14. 
GOALS has a fully qualified British coaching staff. Geoff 
Wilding, the camp director, is a former professional player 
in England. He holds an English FA Coaching Badge and 
a USSF National B license. Sign up for soccer camp, 
which runs July 19-23 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m., is at least 
seven days (on or before July 12) prior to camp dates. 
The fee is $80 and registration is limited. Participants are 
to meet at the COM baseball stadium. Information and 
brochures are available at the COM Gym or call toll free 
1-888-22-GOALS. 

Moody Gardens Day Trip 
A day trip to Moody Gardens will take place July 16, 9 

a.m. to 3 p.m. The $18 per person fee includes entrance 
to the new aquarium pyramid, IMAX tickets and trans-

portatio.n. Participants will have lunch at their own ex
pense at the Garden Restaurant. This trip is great for all 
ages. Space is limited so sign up early. 

South Llano River Canoe Trip 
South Llano River is located in the Texas Hill Country 

near Junction, and offers clean, clear water flowing over 
limestone with many small rapids and falls . The trip is set 
for July 16-18. Departure time is 6 p.rn., return at 10 p.m. 
The $66 per person fee includes transportation, camping 
fees and Saturday night's meal. Use of COM canoes is an 
extra $5 per person. Participants will camp in the state 
park on Friday and Saturday evenings, 

Volleyball Camp 
Volleyball Camp will run from July 19-23 and will be 

· held in the College of the Mainland Gym. Two sessions, 
Session A. and Session B, are offered. Session A is for 
students entering sixth, seventh, or eighth grade. The times 
are 8:30-11 a.m. Session B is for students entering ninth, 
10th, 11th, or 12th grade and will be from 1-3:30 p.m. 
The fee is $110 per person. The camp will be directed by 
University of Houston head coach, Bill Walton. The camp 
will provide extensive training in the most advanced vol
leyball techniques and tactics as well as a review of fun.
damental tecniques. For more information contact the 
COM Gym or call (713) 743-9-:1-74. 

Basic River Canoeing 
A classroom session on basic river canoeing, instructed 

by Beverly Dement, will be held Aug. 11 from 7-9:30 
p.m. It will be useful in acquainting students with river 
reading and whitewater safety in preparation of the week
end trip. On Aug. 14-15 the class will be held on the San 
Marcos River where students will paddle with a partner 
during the program. Class prerequisite is an American Red 
Cross Fundamentals of Canoeing or American Canoeing 
Association Flatwater certification. The fee is $61 per 
person which includes canoe rental fee, instruction and 
ARC fees. Sign up by Aug. 4 to participate. 

Upper Guadalupe River Canoe Trip 
To participate in this event, campers are required to have 

whitewater canoeing experience. This trip will entail ca
noeing from Suttenfuss Crossing to Weidner's Camp on 
Saturday and from Weidner's Camp to Rebecca Creek 
Road on Sunday. This section of the river has approxi
mately 55 small rapids. This trip begins Aug. 13 at 6 p.m. 
and ends Aug. 15 at 10 p.m. The $49 per person fee in
cludes transportation, camping fees and Saturday night's 
meal. Use of COM canoes is an extra $5 per person. 

'Eighth Wonder' will 
always be remembered 

Patricia 
mn 

This summer marks the end of an era for Astros fans. 
After this_ season, the boys in blue will pack up and move 
from the Astrodome to the new Enron Field currently 
under construction in downtown Houston. While I am 
excited about the new stadium, I am going to miss attend
ing baseball games at the Dome. 

I remember the first time I ever attended anAstros game. 
It was in the mid '70s, and I was about 9 years old. The 
Astrodome was only about 10 years old and was still bask- • 
ing in the glow of being the Eighth Wonder of the World. 

It was the largest building I had ever seen. And then 
someon"e hit a homerun and the original scoreboard came 
to life. It was the grandest thing my young eyes had ever 
witnessed. At that moment I became an Astros fan for 
life. It wasn ' t because of the team, it was because of the 
Astrodome. 

Over the years I have attended as many Astros games 
as I could. I have sat in the good seats right behind the 
dugouts, the cheap seats in the Pavilion and the nosebleed 
seats. I have seen the Astros win big and lose bad. And I 
have enjoyed every game I ever attended. 

Recently, I took my little nieces and nephew to the 
Houston Museum of Natural Science. They are 6-, 7- and 
8-years old, respectively. As we rounded the curve on 610 
and the Astrodome first came into view, I excitedly said 
to the kids, " Look everybody, we can see theAstrodome." 

One of the girls nonchalantly replied, "I've seen it be
fore." I've never felt that way about the Dorne. I'm al
ways on the lookout for the moment it comes into view. 

I guess it all com~s down to perception. My first en
counter with the Astrodome was when it was young and 
exciting. My nieces have attended games there since be
fore they can remember, and it has always been old and 
grungy to them. We see different images when we look at 
the same stadium. 

They will remember their first game at the brand new 
Enron st~diurn, with its retractable roof and the largest 
scoreboard in baseball. They may form an attachment 
similar to the one I have for the Astrodome. Perhaps I 
will, too. But next year when I settle in at the new ball 
park to watch the Astros play, it just won't be the same. 

Timothy Elsey plays with a basketball in the COM Gym. 
The little boy giggled and laughed as he tossed the 
ball. Not pictured are Timothy's mother, Ina, and his 
sister, Charlotte. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 



COM water exercise instructor Terri Cornelius demonstrates water aerobics to her Tuesday-Thursday 6:40-7:40 
p.m. class in the college's swimming pool. In the pool from left are Dauette Carothers, Lori Morgan and Jeanette 
Mancill. The water exercise class is part of COM's Continuing Education program. (Photo by Daniel M. 0ecker) 

Higher police visibility reduces campus crime 
Continued from Page 1-----------
of the Gym, locking the front door and' the door leading 
outside from the pool area. They allowed people to leave 
the gym only after their bags had been searched. Finally, 
the police asked Murphy to search the women's locker 
room and she found it there. 

Thoug~ the youth at first denied owning the bag, he 
later confessed to Mallette that-it was his. 

The suspect is currently free on bond after being taken 
to the Galveston County Jail. No court date has been set. 

Mallette reported that since the May 5 arrest, theft has 
been "way down on campus." He also reported that since 
January "nine cases have been cleared" including theft, 
burglary, panhandling and unauthorized use of a motor 
vehicle. Crime on campus also has decreased since po
lice have become much more visible, patrolling either on 
bike or in the police buggy. 

In other police business, no arrests have been made in 
the bomb hoax which occurred in the TechnicalNocational 
Building April 26. COM Police Officer Thomas Dendy 
said no response from Crimestoppers has been "forwarded 
to us." Mallette said there is a suspect, but they have no 
proof. 

Officer Arbry Clifton reported that at the beginning of 
Summer I there were some parking- violations, but after 
several days this was no longer a problem because tickets 
were written. Smoking has not been a major problem; 
some warnings have been issued, "but compliance for the 
most part has been pretty good." 

Several new police officers have been added to the Po
lice Team. Officers Judy Cohen, Merle Remmert and Jo
seph Green all began working at the beginning of Sum
mer Session I with the summer high school program. They 
will be part-time officers. 

Summer 1999 InterCOM staff 
Lois M. Anthony is a first-year student at COM and has 
worked at the Galveston County Tax Office as a motor ve
hicle clerk for the past 15 years. Her two lnterCOM stories 
are the first she has ever written for a newspaper. She plans to • 
pursue an education degree to become a primary school teacher. 

Rodney Conley, a former COM student as well as an 
InterCOM managing editor, is making a guest appearance in 
another of his InterCOM roles-cartoonist. Since leaving COM 
he has attended Sam Houston State University and worked at 
the Conroe Courier and the Huntsville Item. 

Daniel M. Decker is a theater major at COM. Fall I 999 will 
mark his fourth semester attending COM and his third semes
ter working with the lnterCOM as a reporter and photogra
pher. When Decker isn't working part-time at Bridgestone/ 
Firestone Inc., he's usually sleeping, reading, or out-and-about 
causing chaos. 

Patricia Hill has been a COM student since 1995. She has 
worked for the InterCOM as a staff reporter, photographer, 
assistant editor, layout editor and managing editor. She has 
won four TIPA awards. She works for a medical records 
outsourcing company. 

Jennie Mackay has been a full-time student at COM for three 
years taking basic courses in transferrable credits, which she 
plans to take to the University of Houston in January 2000 to 
obtain a bachelor of business administration degree in hotel 

· and restaurant management. 

, ..... ·,' ',. · •. , 

Myles Martin is a second-year student at COM and a second
semester journalism student. He has an avid interest in politics 
and sports, and especially enjoys discussing politics. He hopes 
to attend the University of Texas at Austin in fall 2000 and 
plans to major in communications or political science. On July 
21 he will be traveling to Washington, D.C., for the first time. 

C. Royal Moskowitz is a musician, songwriter, writer and 
poet. She also is employed by the COM Bookstore . 

Kristy Roberts is the mother of six children. She currently is 
a full-time student at College of the Mainland pursuing a bach-. 
elor of science degree. A{ter attending COM, she hopes to 
transfer to Rice University to continue her studies in engi
neering. 

Dan Sellers came to COM on a Ponce de Leon Scholarship 
searching for the philosopher's stone."l found the dum thing," 
he said, "but it's too big to get into my pickup."' He ·s been 
carrying off a little bit each semester and hopes to have the 
task completed by the year 2060. When not turning lead into 
gold, Dan works full time for the Texas Department of Pro
tective and Regulatory Ser~ices. 

Cheryl Simmons, after raising her children. is taking her first 
college class, English 1301. She plans to pursue a degree in 
graphic arts. Simmons works at the University of Houston
Clear Lake and is a volunteer for the Gulf Coast Regional 
Blood Center. 

f , • ... • "\ I\ I\• '•t 1 ,- • ',>,-. 
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Play recounts '48 race 
Continued from Page 1-------.-------

"l heard the story again years later when I was working 
as a di.rector at Houston's Alley Theater. I kept it in a file 
of stories I had and kept coming back to. It took me about 
four and a half years to get it to its present form, and it's a 
compilation of three or four different plays that I wrote 
on the subject." 

Westin related that he did lots of research on LBJ and 
that he received great assistance, in particular, through 
being granted access by the LBJ Library to its exclusive 
archives. There he was able to view private documents 
and receipts from LBJ's life and career. 

COM associate theater director, Mark Adams, gave a 
brilliant p_erformance as the remarkable and highly color
ful Texas statesman, Lyndon Baines Johnson, later to be
come the president of the United States. Jacki Bynum as 
Lady Bird Johnson wa~ equally magnificent. 

As always, COM's beloved Cliff Mabry was fantastic 
in his portrnyal of John Connally, LBJ's campaign man
ager during Johnson's controversial Senate bid. Connally 
later became governor of Texas. Carolyn Ortiz was out
standing as usual as Norma Jackson, LBJ's campaign or
ganizer and assistant. 

Galveston's Tommy Townsend, a renowned film actor 
with a long list of impressive movie and television cred
its, was captivating as George Parr, an alleged catalyst in 
the whole controversy. Box Thirteen marked Townsend's 
first return appearance to the COM stage since 1979 when 
he performed in The Cherry Orchard. 

Westin has no tour planned at thi.s time for his produc
tion, but some regional exposure is possible. There may 
even be a future movie deal in the works through one of 
his contacts in New"'York. 

In addition to the presence of some prominent political 
and community figures in the opening night audience, 
Westin said perhaps none was quite as impressive as the 
distinguished guest Texas Monthly magazine brought to 
ope•ning night: th 91-year-old man who was LBJ's col
lege roommate, J. Edwin Smith. 

Westin said Smith had '"lots of great stories to tell. and 
he did tell some when I met him that night." Westin, who 
has heard many LBJ stories, said he meets many people 
who have their own favorite LBJ story to tell. some -of 
which even he has never heard before. 

Westin 's natural affinity for telling a story and making 
it come alive is what makes Box Thirteen such an excep
tional mixture of entertainment, nostalgia and real life 
drama. Westin and his excellent production deserve the 
highest praise and admiration for a job well done and one 
of which Texas can be proud. 

Westin serves as director of the theater program and 
has directed numerous plays at the Arena Treatre includ
ing A Time to Die. which he wrote. He was the head writer. 
for the television series The American Horse and Horse
men which aired nationally in the early '70s. 

BP Amoco plant leaks toxin 
Continued from Page 1-----------
danger. He was able to contact the Gym by phone and 
gave lobby attendant Geneva Murph)' the information. 
.. But l still went over there because people just kept walk-

. ing out. Geneva tried to warri them." He said many people 
wouldn't listen to him either. 

Huerta was due to get off at 9 p.m. but stayed to handle 
the phone. 

Carr stayed past his 11 p.m. time to remain in the Fine 
Arts Building with six elderly patrons from in and around 
Texas City who were cautious of the danger. '"l stayed 
with them until they left at 11: 10 p.m." 

He added the TC Fire Department called close to 11 
p.m. to say that the Level 3 had been downgraded. 

However. it was not until 9 a.m. Friday. June 25. that 
the Fire Department was able to issue an All-Clear for the 
Level 3 toxic release. Police Officer Arbry Clifton said. 

The toxin. Clifton said was relatively mild. causing the 
same amount of irritation as peeling an onion or smelling 
an open bottle of rubbing alcohol. causing teary eyes and 
a scratchy throat. 

1 .• ,· ">,' 
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What's Happening 

Mame (Kathy Davis, left) greets Gloria Upson (Kellibrook Green) her adult nephew Patrick Dennis' (Hamilton 
Davis Boyd) fiance. Mame opens at COM July 29 and runs through Aug. 22. (Photo courtesy of theater depart
ment) 

Su0101er 01usical, Mame, opens July 29 
By C. ROYAL MOSKOWITZ 
Staff Reporter 

If you missed Mark Adams in his great portrayal of the 
late President Lyndon Baines Johnson in Box Thirteen, 
don't miss his directing of Jerry Herman's Mame, open
ing at the College of the Mainland Arena Theatre July 29. 
The musical runs through Aug. 22. 

Mame is the Tony-award-winning muscial comedy 
about Mame Dennis, a wealthy, witty and fun-loving ec
centric, whose life is suddenly changed when her late 
brother's only child, Patrick, arrives to live with her. 

The musical, which offers such memorable songs as 
"Mame," "We Need a Little Christmas" and "lf He Walked 
into My Life," revolves around Patrick, his zany Auntie 
Mame and their adventures which lead them from a speak
easy to a southern plantation. 

Adams, who has been at COM four years and usually 
directs three plays a year, said the musicals were moved 
from the University of Houston-Clear Lake to COM to 
attract more local audience members. 

For the last six summers, COM's musicals were pro
duced on the stage 6f the UHCL Bayou Theatre, with 
A:dams directing the last four. Last summer's muscial was 
Anything Goes. 

When asked if he would rather act or direct Adams said: 
"Well, when you act, you only have to worry about one 
person, and I do get a great deal of satisfaction when I do 
it well. On the other hand, when you direct, you have to 
worry about everyone and everything, and there has to be 
a great deal of effort in every area of the production; so if 
the play is a success, your feeling of accomplishment is 
even greater and more satisfying." 

The musical will be accompanied by a live band and 
has a cast of 26 actors. 

The role of Mame will be played by Kathy Davis; the 
role of Vera Charles by Kay Jones; Agnes Gooch by 
Carolyn Ortiz; adult Patrick Dennis by Hamilton Davis 
Boyd and young Patrick Dennis by Austin Senior. Mildred 
Metz is the musical director, Anne Robus is stage man
ager and Thom Guthrie is lighting director. 

Performances for Mame will be Thursdays through Sat 0 

urdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 
The Arena Theatre offers a free preview for each pro

duction the evening before opening night. COM students, 
faculty, staff and the community are invited to view Mame 
at no charge Wednesday, July 28. 

For reservations or other information call the Arena The
atre box office at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1-888-258-
8859, Ext. 345. 

Learn art of journalism writing for lnterCOM 
How would you like to win an award for your writing, 

photography, cartoons, or graphic art and design? 
The College of the Mainland student newspaper, 

InterCOM, which recently won nine awards statewide, is 
always looking for new staff members with a variety of 
talents. 

A number of courses are available to you to nurture 
your journalism skills. 

If you are a beginning student, COMM 2311, News.
gathering and Writing I, is the course for you. 

For students with some journalism background a num
ber of other courses are available: COMM 2305, Editing 
and Layout; COMM 2315 News Gathering and Writing 
II; COMM 2309, News Editing and Copy Reading I (in
cludes feature writing); and COMM 2310, News Editing 
and Copy Reading II (also includes feature writing). 

Each course must be accompanied by a lab. COMM 

1129, Newspaper Publication I, should be taken with the 
beginning course, COMM 2311. The other labs are 
COMM 1130, 2129 and 2130. All journalism labs are 
TBA: to be arranged with the professor. 

The fall journalism classes will meet on Mondays and 
Wednesdays at the following times: The beginning course, 
COMM 2311, meets from 12:30-3:20 p.m.; 1 hour and 
20 minutes is news gathering and staff time. All other 
courses, COMM 2305, 2309, 2310, 2315, are pooled and 
meet from 11 a.rn. -1:50 p.m. 

At 12:30 the beginning class meets with the pooled class 
for a staff meeting. 

For more information about any of the courses or eligi
bility for taking only a lab, contact journalism Professor 
Astrid H. Lowery at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1-888-
258-8859, Ext, 314. Lowery may also be contacted bye
ma_il at <alowery@maiJ.mainland.cc.tx.us>. 

l 
By MYLES MARTIN, Assistant Editor, and 
DANIEL M. DECKER, Staff Photographer 

For the last several months the United States, as 
a part of NATO, has played an active role in the 
Kosovo/Serb conflict. InterCOM asked COM stu
dents and employees: Was the United States justi
fied in risking the lives of American forces to pro
tect the Kosovar Albanians? 

John~t: Yes. The 
United States took a posi
tion of world protector in 
moral wrongdoing in WW 
I and WW II, and t think 
we have to do it to stop the 
genocide. In our position as 
a world power, we have to 
show concem. 

I Galen Hayward: I've 
never really been in favor 
of war. GQing back to the 
Vietnam and Korean Wars; 
there were a lot of lost lives 
for nothing. 

Steven Van Ness: We 
shouldn't have sent our sol~ 
diers in there because we' re 
not going to benefit. We' re 
just making enemies with 

1 other countries. 

Mark Adams: I think in 
most cases when human 
rights are being violated, 
the United States is morally 
obligated to help when they 
can, but [ think there are still 
limits to that type of inter
vention. 

Dr. David Smith: No, 
emphatically not. I strongly 
disagree with the NATO 
war against Yugoslavia. It 
was a civil war with no 
good guys or bad guys. My 
view is to condemn both 
sides and stay the heck out 

Alvin Spoons: No, be
cause we have our own 
problems in this country. 
We have to fix our own 
problems before fixing 
othercountries' problems. 

Violet Olivares: Yes, [ do 
think we art} suppcsed to 
intervene in other countries 
to keep peace around the 
world. 

Holly Shead: Yes,because 
I believe that humanitari
anism is good because we 
should look out foi: every
one. I feel bad for those 
people. Itwassad to watch 
those people on the news 
with no place to call home. 

• 



I 

Writing reveals character· 
~ee Page3 

Student guide to COM 
See Pages 4 & 5 

COM hosts Sports Day 
See Page 6 

October 
1999 

TIPA Award-winner 

TEXAS 

COM embraces Hispanic Heritage Month 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

The Hispanic Organization for Learning Advancement 
representing faculty, staff and students at College of the 
Mainland is presenting an abundance of events reflecting 
the culture and achievements of the multi-faceted His
panic community during this year's National Hispanic 
Heritage Month, Sept. 15-Oct. 15. 

Originally this was a one-week observance passed by 
a congressional resolution in 1968 in recognition of the 
cultures, traditions and achievements of the Hispanic 
people in the United States. However, in 1988 Congress
man Esteban Torres of California introduced a bill which 
when passed extended the observance to a month. . 

The COM events coincide with El Dia de la Raza (Day 
of the people), independence day celebrations for Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador and Costa 
Rica. Other Hispanic countries such as Puerto Rico par
ticipate in the national observance with the presentation 
of the Si Se Puede awards (It Can Be Done), presented to 

. mdividuals demonstrating exceptional academic aud pro-' 
fessional achievements by the National Puerto Rican Fo-
rum at the New York Hilton; 

At the opening ceremony of Hispanic Heritage Month 
Sept. 15, Richard Capesta)li-Knape, president of HOLA 
and a COM computer lab instructional assistant, noted 
that September is the month in which former Spanish colo
nies, such as Arizona, California, Colorado, Nevada, New 
Mexico, Texas, Utah and parts of Kansas celebrated their 
independence from Spain. "Hispanic simply means to 
speak or to descend from a family that has spoken Span
ish," Capestani-Knape concluded as he introduced COM 
Professor Rafael Naranjo. 

' Naranjo, COM's newest Spanish prof~ssor, said he felt 
. humbled that ·he was selected to speak, since he was one 
of the youngest faculty members to participate in the cer
emony. 

. 1st year enrollment up 
at uff-site Tech Center 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

The Technical Training Center in Webster, 
which opened in August 1998 as a joint endeavor 
of College of the Mainland and San Jacinto Col
lege-South, has shown an increase in enrollment 
since its inception. "We are showing an upward 
trend in enrollments," said .Lanis Neugent, direc
tor of Workforce Development at COM. 

"We've had over 400 enrollments," Neugent 
said. The center has had a diverse blend of people 
enrolled to include three NASA Aerospace engi
neers, one dentist, a former city manager and a 
single mother who entered .the labor force mak
ing about $16 an hour, Neugent added. 

The center provides hands-on training in basic 
See Tech Page 7 

"COM is ready, willing and able and interested in the 
demographic reality that is Galveston County, providing 
a forum for Hispanics as a medium of communication," 
Naranjo said. "I invite you to enjoy the beauty of our 
diversity. We, as a whole, are discovering the value of 
language. That is why I love America." 

Diversity is exemplified in the newly elected officers of 
the COM Amigos. Mauricette Ruiz, Amigos' president is 
from Puerto Rico. "I was raised in Texas and decided to 
teach myself Spanish because I think it is an important 
part of my heritage." Ruiz is a behavioral sciences major. 

See Activities Page 5 

COM professor, Dr. Manuel Urbina, points out details on the Aztec calendar displayed in the COM Library during 
National Hispanic Heritage Month, Sept. 15- Oct. 15. Looking on (from left) COM Spanish Professor Rafael Naranjo, 
HOLA President Richard Capestani-Knape, COM Librarian Robert Rodriguez, Brother Jesse Garcia and ·Gloria 
Rodriguez, the wife of Robert Rodriguez. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

p·rofessor seeks to improve COM registration process 
By MATT TASLER 
Staff Reporter 

Over the last three years College of the Mainland's 
credit enrollment has declined. This fall's registration to
tal was 3,204 students, a decrease of 3.6ipercent from 
fall '98 when enrollment was 3,323. This was an 8.25 
percent decrease from the fall '97 enrollment of 3,622 
students. These totals represent the state reported 12th 
day registration numbers, COM Registrar Bill Peace said. 

COM Professor Larry Griffith, having watched the de
cline of enrollment for several years, decided the prob
lem lay with the registration process. So he joined the 
registration committee in fall 1997 to see what adjust
ments could be made to the process. 

With the help of existing committee members from 
the Admissions Office, Wanda Scarlett, Laura Winkler, 
Chris Rushing and Cindy Krebbs, Griffith began work
ing toward simplifying registration. 

One of the first problems Griffith identified was the 
lack of direct communication between faculty or staff 
and students. He worked to improve communication by 
acting as a liaison between the two groups. He recruited 

staff members to keep the lines flowing by directing stu
dents to the appropriate locations. Griffith also distributed 
catalogs, schedules and various forms to students, thus 
allowing Admissions Office personnel to hancij,e their du- , 
ties, such as entering student schedules into the comput- , 
ers. Wherever he saw a need, Griffith went to work. 

He picked up trash and reorganized materials on the 
tables between registration sessions to allow faculty and 
advisers easy access to materials. 

At the end of each session Griffith worked to return the 
classrooms in the Technica!Nocational Building to nor
mal. In addition to the TechNoc Building, registration also 
took place in the Math/Science Atrium and in the Learn
ing Resources. Center Auditorium, L-131, where the reg
istration process began. 

Griffith served as the primary designer of the red, green 
and yellow student registration forms. Red was for stu
dents with TASP holds, green for students who had no 
holds and yellow for students with possible holds. 

At the end of each registration session, Griffith talked 
with faculty, staff and students to get their views of the 
success of each session. 

See Students Page 7 
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Students in Professor Alice Watford's Sociology 1301, 8 a.m. Tuesday-Thursday class, demonstrate the importance 
of "folkways," everyday norms. By violating these norms, students are made aware of the distrubances that 
inappropriate attire, such as swimming suits and pajamas may cause in the workplace. Pictured (from left) are 
Anna Sussman, Nita Beard, Kim Le, Debra Curtice, Nicole Slawson, Jon Conaway (in dress), Staci Ramber, Lauren 
Siegel, Rachel O'Day and Crystal Klyng. (Photo by Phil Johnson) 

Letter writer claims plant leak non-toxic 
Dear Editor: 

I visited the college recently and picked up a copy of 
the InterCOM from July. On the first page was a story 
about the sheltering-in-place (in the Arena Theater) 
during a performance of Box Thirteen. The story 
referenced an operational problem which took place at 
BP Amoco's refinery on June 24. 

The article erroneously states that "Texas City was 
under a Level 3 alert due to a toxic release at the British 
Petroleum Amoco Plant." 

I would like to correct the record to reflect that the 
release was not toxic, but a combination of mostly water 
with carbon dioxide and oxides of nitrogen-none of 
which are toxins. 

In addition, I would like to clarify that our company 
name is BP Amoco, not British Pertroleum Amo.co. 

~lnterCOM 
Managing Editor 
Assistant Editor 

STAFF REPORTERS 
Joyce Cauley 
Rachel Delanoix 
Frank Lamanoco Jr. 
Jason Marcelo 
Karen Odom 
Dan Sellers 
Matt Tasler 
Pat Wheeler 

PHOTOGRAPHER 
Elias De La Cerda Jr. 
Rachel Delanoix 

CARTOONIST 
Brad Stevenson 

lAYOUT ARTIST 
Michael Navarro 

INTERCOM ADVISER 
Astrid H. Lowery 

MICHAEL NAVARRO 
ELIAS DE lA CERDA JR. 

lnterCOM, a Texas Intercollegia te Press Association award-winning newspape!', is 
produced by and fo r students of College of the Mainland: 1200 Amburn Road: Texas 
Ciiy, Texas 7759 1; (409 ) 938-1 2 11 or 1-888-258-8859, Ext. 314 , e-mail 
<alowery@mail.mainland.cc.tx.uS>. College of the Mainland is an Affirmative Ac
tion/Equal Opportunity Institution and dOt!s not discriminate on the basis of race. color, 
national origin. sex. age, religion, hand icap or Vietnam Veteran status. 

Historically, BP stood for British Petroleum but is no 
longer an official part of the name, just the initials BP. 

As a former junior college editor and newspaper 
reporter I applaud your interest in pursuing journalism. 
Two very strC?ng tenets of your craft are verification and 
attribution. The only true way to verify the information 
would have been through my company or the city of 
Texas City. In either case, we would both have been glad 
to help get you the CQrrect information. 

Sincerely, 
Daren Beaudo 

Public Affairs Director 

Editor's note: All that "mostly water with carbon di
oxide and oxides of nitrogen-none of which are toxins" 
sure made my eyes burn. Patricia Hill, July Editor 

Letters to the Editor policy: lnterCOM.welcomes all 
letters. Make letters brief and to the point including a 
name and daytime telephone number for verification. We 
reserve the right to edit all letters for length, grammar, 
spelling and libelous content. Letters to the Editor will 
be printed on a space-available basis. Letters may also 
be sent via e-mail to <lntercom_Editor@hotmail.com>. 

Ventriloquist revisits COM 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

Ventriloquist Dan Horn, famous on national TV and on 
the college campus circuit, will perform his one-man show 
at College of the Mainland Nov. 10 in the Learning Re
sources Center Auditorium, L-131, at 7:30 p.m. 

Horn's performance with his "cast of several" puppets 
is free to COM credit students and employees with ID's. 
All others pay $1 at the door. 

"Dummy is politically incorrect," Hom has"t>een !mown 
to say. "They prefer being called 'Man_nequin Americans."' 

Horrt and his company of puppets have received vari
ous nominations in the college campus market. 
. Hom was nominated Entertainer of the Year in 1994 
and 1995, and was nominated for Best Comedy, Best Male 
Performer and t~e highl-y coveted National Association 
for Campus Activities Entertainer of t_he Year. 

Hom is making a return appearance at COM; he per
formed here in 1993 and 1994. 

Writer's tale closer 
to truth than fiction 

Some things in this story have an unreal quality, and 
though not absolutely true, are closer to truth than to 
fiction. Like Uncle Remus or Aesop I am creating a 
parable, a little story, that has a moral and ethical point. 

In my parable I have stretched, cut and disguised the 
facts to protect myself and my colleagues from the 
ravenous jaws of litigation. I like to think about the 
process as temporarily protecting the guilty for the 
greater good of the public. Much like the federal 
government does with its witness protection program. 

I have this neighbor Shaunda, and her kid falls out of 
a tree and breaks his arm. No big deal. The EMT comes 
by and transports the kid and mom down to THUG U., 
the state teaching hospital. 

Now this is where a lot of rich kids who went to high 
schools you never heard of, learn a useful trade. You 
know, like COM for the hoity-toity. Anyway, these 
upper-class angels of mercy wrap up the arm and refer 
Sha1,1nda to a private doctor to have the bone set. Where 
did they go to college? -

Shaunda immediately takes the kid to Doctor Gener
ous, but he will not accept her Medicaid. Hey, he has 
Volvo payments to make. So back to THUG U., where 
the kid gets an appointment, not a doctor. 

Now anyone who's been a victim of that strange 
combinatjon of state socialism and free enterprise that 
passes for compassion in America knows that for the 
poor an appointment is the kiss of death. Appointments 
require a car, someone to drive, someone to watch the 
kids, qrganization and motivation. Hell, if you had that 
you would be an executive at General Motors, not 
begging for medical treatment at THUG U. 

Shaunda goes home -With a broken kid and an appoint
ment. She returns the following week and a clerk tells 
her she missed her appointment. She returns the next 
week and another clerk tells her she missed her appoint
ment again. Has anybody read, Why Johnny Can't Read? 

On the third week some compassionate medical 
genius in the ER snaps to the fact that this kid's arm is 
healing without being set. Lawsuit! Lawsuit! What to 
do? What to do? 

The Docs go to work on the arm and make a call to 
child welfare complaining about the mother medically 
neglecting her child. Let's see: pla_ster, lawyer, gauze. 
It's not great medicine, but it is a great legal defense. 

Now that's our parable. Let's review the moral and 
ethical points as I see them. 

. First, when you have both the opportunity and the 
responsi_bility to do a job, go ahead and do the whole 
thing, i.e. set the kid's arm. In a chaotic world complete
ness and speed are a virtue. 

Two, remember, not everyone is as intelligent, strong, 
competent and well-off as you. There are even people 
.who cannot read or write. 

Three, take responsibility for yourself and the 
organization. The "buck" has to stop somewhere. 

E-mail service for readers 
The studen t newspaper InterCOM now has e-m ail 
(Intercom_ Editor@hotmail.com) for students, faculty and 
staff to voice questions or comments regarding COM clubs, 
events or policies. Lett_ers to the Editor may be sent by e
mail or regular mail. Messages will be responded to on a 
regular basis. Questions of interest to the total college 
community will be published on a space-available basis. 



Halloween, daylight
saving share Oct; 31 
By JOYCE CAULEY 
Staff Reporter 

Daylight-saving time changes back to standard time on 
the morning of Halloween, Sunday, Oct. 31, at 2 a.m. 

Remember the slogan "spring forward and fall back." 
Set your clocks back one hour Saturday night or you will 
experience this year's first Halloween trick (as in trick
or-treat) Sunday morning. You will be one hour early for 
any scheduled event or appointment. So rather than being 
tricked, get your treat, an extra hour of sleep. 

People have different thoughts about daylight-saving 
time. Most of the College of the Mainland students who 
were interviewed like it, a few don't and others had no 
opinion. One person mentioned "the hassle of resetting 
all the clocks in the house." 

Today, it seems almost every appliance has a clock. This 
includes microwaves, VCRs, telephone answering ma
chines and computers. And don't forget automatic coffee 
makers, pagers and cellular phones. Another comment 
was, "Why don't they just pick a time and leave it alone." 
Indiana has done just that; it stays on Eastern standard 
time year-round. About 30 ye~rs ago Indiana elected not 
to change to daylight-saving time; so it changed from Cen
tral standard time to Eastern standard time. 

Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) was among the first to 
suggest that some plan be adopted to save on candles and 
provide a longer evening of light. But credit is given to 
William Willett (1857-1915) of Chels~a, England, for pro
posing and campaigning for a definite plan, which he de
scribed in his book Waste of Daylight (1907). 

According to the World Book Encyclopedia, Britain used 
daylight time during World War I (1914-1918) but called 
it "Summer Time." The United States adopted daylight
saving time in 1918, but repealed it in August 1919 be
cause farmers strongly objected to adjusting their work 
schedules. During World War II, the United States ob
served it from Feb. 9, 1942, to Sept. 30, 1945, and also at 
other times over the years to save energy by reducing 
evening use of lighting. 

However, since 1987- daylight-saving time has begu,n 
on the first Sunday in April and ended on the last Sunday 
of October. 

Early registration Nov. 30 
The spring 2000 semester early registration for return

ing students begins Nov. 30, ~unning through Dec. 1, in 
the Admissions Office located in the Administration Build
ing. Regular registration for new students will be held 
Jan. 1-13. 

Telephone registration, which also is only for returning 
students, begins Nov. 30 and ends Dec. 17. Instructions 
for telephone registration are at the Admissions office. 

For more information regarding registration, contact the 
Admissions Office at ( 409) 938-1211, or toll-free, 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 264. 

·sketchbooks on exhibit 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

Daily Drawings, an exhibition of drawings by artists 
John Gaunt and Jim Shaw, currently is on display in the 
College of the Mainland Art Gallery located in the Fine 
Arts Building. The exhibit continues through Oct. 17. 

Included in the exhibition are sketch books by both art
ists. "Visitors are encouraged to go through the sketch 
books ... to see how form and ideas are created," said Janet 
Hassinger, director of the gallery. 

Gallery hours are Mondays and Wednesdays, noon-5 
p.m.; and Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 'the 
gallery also is open one hour before theater performances. 

For more information call Hassinger at ( 409) 93£-1211 
or toll free at 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 354. 
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1999-2000 COM theater season underway 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

If you're looking for fun and laughter, don't miss the 
second offering of College of the Mainland's 1999-2000 
theater season. Kaufman and Hart's You Can't Take It 
With You opens Oct. 28. Free preview night for COM 
students, faculty, staff and families is Oct. 27 at 8 p.m. 

This American comedy about an unconventional .fam
ily, directed by COM Arena Theatre Director Mark 
Adams, closes Nov. 21. 

· The year 2000 begins with the timeless classic, Ten
nessee Williams' The Glass Menagerie, directed by COM 
Theater Programs Director Jack Westin. The play runs 
from Jan. 20 to Feb. 13. 

Next to come is a Southwest Premiere, the comedy/ 

drama The Good Times Are Killing Me, by Lynda Barry. 
Adams directs this stdry about the friendship of two girls. 
It runs from Mar"-h 23 to April 16. 

Ray Bradbury's The Marti~n Chronicles, called "an 
otherworldly epic," is directed by Westin. It opens June 1 
and closes June 25. 

COM's summer musical is the Steven Sondheim com
edy A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum. 
Directed by Adams, it is set in ancient Rome. It opens 

· July 27 and closes Aug. 20. 
Moliere 's The Miser kicked off COM 's 1999-2000 the

ater season Sept. 9 with the tale of a man and his money. 
The play was directed by Westin and closed Oct. 3. 

For information on auditions, reservations and season 
tickets, call the Arena Theatre box office at ( 409) 938-
1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 

Handwriting strokes reveal character, potential 
By PAT WHEELER 
Staff Reporter 

Have you ever wondered what your handwriting re
veals about you? 

It reveals a great deal. Not only your conscious, but 
also your subconscious mind is recorded in your writing. 
Your personality is reflected in your handwriting by the 
slant, weight, size, speed and rhythm of your stroke. 

9raphoanalysis, a method of handwriting analysis, can 
determine your character, talents and potential for suc
cess. It cannot, however, reveal your age, sex or race. 
Nor can it predict your future. 

Graphoanalysis should never be confused with graphol
ogy, which is the gene;al study of handwriting. 

When you see a sample of hieroglyphics, do you feel a 
connection with the person who wrote it? Since ancient 
times man has been fascinated by what is reflected' in 
handwriting. 

Graphoanalysis was developed by Dr. M.N. Bunker 
more than 70 years ago. As a teacher he Was intrigued by 
the similarities and differences in strokes of writing. He 
began his research by studious observation and detailed 
examination. Today this research, directed by the Chi
cago-based International Graphoanalysis Society, is 
known worldwide and the society is considered an au
thority in this field. 

Handwriting is really brainwriting. Much the same as 
your brain tells your legs to walk across the room, it tells 
your fingers the manner in which to write. ff you lose the 

use of your hands and must write with your toes, your 
personality will likewise be reflected in your writing. 

We are all unique. Writing reflects personality, and per
sonality reflects all the experiences a person has lived 
through. This is why no two people write alike. Once a 
person dies, his or her combination of talents and traits 
will be gone forever. Two styles of writing may look alike, 
but not to the eyes of dn expert. 

Thomas Gainsborough, the English portrait painter 
(1727-1788) insisted on a sample of his subject's writing 
which he kept in full view as he painted. He was con
vinced it held the essence of his subject. 

Who can benefit from handwriting analysis? Anyone 
who needs or wants to know himself or herself better. 

Graphoanalysis can help students determine their tal
ents and potential so they may effectively choose college 

· courses or a career. It cari help employers hire the most 
qualified applicants. It even can help retired couples who 
have developed in different directions during the years 
they raised their families to understand how they differ, 
so that they can begin to enjoy the variety each brings to 
retirement. 

Graphoanalysis is registered in the Library of Congress 
as a psychological tool. The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled 
that handwriting is in the same category as appearance or 
tone of voice and therefore does not have Fifth Amend
ment protection. 

Graphoanalysis is being used more frequently by cor
porations and industries where honesty and integrity are 
of prime importance. 
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Naranjo ~ew CO~ 
Spanish professor 
By DAN SELLERS 
Staff Reporter 

"What happened at the last dinosaur convention?" asks 
the new Spanish professor with the curious black hat as 
he weaves 1ike a prize fighter in front of his class. The 
class is a bit stunned, their eyes brighten and they sit up. 
This is not the educational blue plate special they are nor
mally served. 
-College of the Mainland has gained a new assistant pr.o

fessor of Spanish this semester. Rafael Naranjo, formerly 
of Jackson, Miss., accepted a posfii_&m on the Humanities 
Team in August. 

Naranjo, who claims he is older than his teeth but not 
as old as his grandfather, was born, in a year he won't 
mention, on Oct. 26. 

Naranjo's father died. when Naranjo was 5 years old. 
This tragedy left him, his mother and two brothers, with
out a· provider. 

Jacinta Naranjo, an intelligent and energetic woman, 
whom Naranjo describes as "the greatest influen.ce in my 
life," went to work to support her three fatherless chil
dren. Today Jacinta Naranjo and her children own a suc
cessful construction supply business in Oaxaca, Mexico. 

"We were very poor when I was a child," Naranjo says, 
"but I did get a basic education and a great deal of classi
cal literature." His childhood taste for the classics paid 
large educational dividends in later .years. 

In 1985 Naranjo relocated to Amarillo with a Catholic 
religious order. "I knew very little English and felt very 
out of place." He enrolled at Amarillo College and began 
life as a freshman. In 1989 he earned a bachelor of arts 
degree in philosophy and psychology at the College of 
Santa Fe in Santa Fe, N.M. 

Naranjo moved to Texas Tech University in Lubbock 
in August 1989, and completed a master of arts degree in 
foreign languages in 1992. He has completed all require
ments but a dissertation for his doctoral degree in Penin
sular Spanish literature. The topic for his dissertation is 
"The Life and Works of Fray Hortensia Felix Paravicino 
1580-1633." Fray Paravicino was a baroque poet and 
writer and holds a place in Spanish literature equivalent 
to that of John Milton in English literature. 

Naranjo is accustomed to hard work. In addition to pre-

' . 

COM's new Spanish Professor Rafael Naranjo intends to build a strong Spanish language program. 
Naranjo considers Spanish one of the indigenous languages of Texas. He sees himself as "having an 
opportunity at COM to be a bridge between cultures." (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

. vious university teaching positions, he has held jobs as a 
janitor, waiter, chauffeur, hotel administrator, singer and 
tutor. The road to a college teaching position has not been 
easy for this small town boy from Oaxaca. 

At 5 feet 7 inches and 190 pounds Naranjo is a fireball 
of enthusiasm, intellectual power and energy in the class
room-an Oscar de la Hoya of pedagogy. And like the 
Golden Boy boxer, Naranjo is knowledgeable, courteous 
and professional. Also, this man can teach. 

Naranjo describes himself as a "couch potato who val
ues the concept of exercise and is planning to begin an 
exercise program-someday." His favorite hobbies are 
reading and talking. "Reading, for me, has become an ad
diction which gets in the way of other useful and signifi
cant work." His favorite autho·rs are Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez, Octavio Paz, Umberto Eco and Shusaku Endo. 

He counts as one of the significant experiences of his 
life t_~e time he spent directing _the play, Los Vendidos 

(Those Who Sold Out), by Luis Valdez. His favorite drink 
is a margarita and he is particularly fond of Whoppers. 

Naranjo holds a warm place in his heart for Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta. Oddly, he also is an admirer of Den
nis Rodman. "Only the best can be what they want to be, 
if not, they are called fools." Naranjo says. 

Naranjo believes that in the next 25 years Texas will 
change dramatically and that Hispanic culture and lan
guage will be the predominant agent of modification. He 
intends to build a strong Spanish language program and 
sees himself as "having 11n opportunity at COM to be a 
bridge between cultures." Naranjo sees Spanish not as a 

- foreign language but simply one_ of the indigenous lan
guages of Texas. 

What happened at the last dinosaur convention? They 
voted not to evolve. COM has a new Spanish professor 
committed to change. It's not a guarantee, but it is cer
tainly a positive step in the right direction. 

SAB screens free movie, Tarzan, in LRC Oct. 8-9 
Information about COM 
helpful for new students 

By JOYCE CAULEY 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities 
Board will screen Tarzan Friday aqd Saturday, Oct. 8 
and 9, at 7 p.m. in the Learning Resources Center Au
ditorium, Room L-131. 

Tarzan is Walt Disney's latest animated musical and 
has a G rating. It is a story about a human orphan raised 
by a family of apes in the African jungle. The orphan 
(Tarzan) must deal with the differences between him
self and his primate family and friends as well as .the 
arrival of other humans, when Tarzan and the primates' 
peaceful life is disrupted by the human expedition. 

A few alterations were made to this classic story, 
but for the most part the movie follows the traditional 
and well-known Edgar Rice Burroughs' story. The most 
obvious omission is Cheetah, Tarzan's chimp sidekick. 

The voices for the animated characters are well cho
sen: Tarzan, Tony Goldwyn; Terk;Rosie O'Donnell; 
Kala, Glenn Close; Kerchak, Lance Henriksen; Jane, 
Minnie Driver; Tantor, Wayne Knight; Clayton, Brian 
Blessed; and Professor Porter, Nigel Hawthorne. 

Close does a superb job of portraying the caring 

mother and Driver is perfectly cast as the prim and 
proper young Englishwoman. 

The movie contains some menacing scenes which 
may n~t be appropriate for small children, such as the 
ferocious leopard Sabor killing Kala's baby (off cam
era). Kala and the others briefly grieve. Later Kala sees 
that a leopard has killed Tarzan's human parents leav
ing bloody paw prints inside the tree house. 

Weapons, such as a gun, knives and swords are used 
throughout the movie. Terk and her friends show inap
propriate behav.ior when they wreck the humans' camp, 
breaking dishes while dancing to the beat of a song. 
However, the movie presents an excellent opportunity 
for parents to discuss violence, inappropriate behavior 
and language, such as "idiot," "freaky" and "shut your 
trunk," with their children. 

The music rs some of Disney's best in years. Al
though somewlJ.at loud and frightening at times, it fits 
perfectly with th·e scenes it accompanies. 

Enough thrilling moments abound to keep children 
of all ages entertained for 1 1/2 hours. For more infor
mation call Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and 
Student Activities coordinator, at ( 409) 938-1211 or 
toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

Being a new student in college can be quite challeng
ing. The level of expectations from teachers and parents, 
along with the pressures of working, and in some cases 
supporting a family, can cause disturbances in a student's 
everyday life. Even more basic, however, is the need to 
find one's way around campus to attend those classes that 
are hard to fit into schedule. 

Then there is the trouble of finding time for lunch, 
studying, relaxing, or just having fun. But help is avail
able. College of the Mainland provides many services 
and facilities to help students lead an enjoyable, conve
nient and safe campus life. 

The campus has two main eating areas. The largest, 
located in the Student Center, serves hot meals consist
ing of entrees ranging from hamburgers to chicken fried 
steak and vegetables, as well as baked potatoes with all 
the trimmings, salads, snacks, and bottled and fountain 
drinks. Breakfast, ranging from breakfast taquitos to hash 
b;owns, is served during all business hours. A microwave 
also is proyided for students choosing to bring their own 
meals. The hours are Mondays through Thursdays, 8 a.m. 

See Many Page 5 



Many campus facilities 
available for students 
Continued from Page 4----------
to 2 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m.; and Fridays, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The second eating facility is located in the southeast
ern ( the oldest) section of the Technical/Vocational Build
ing. This room, has booths, soda, juice and coffee ma
chines, snack machines, and a machine with sandwiches 
and hot pockets, and various other hot and cold foods. A 
microwave also is provided. This snack bar is open as 
long as the building is open. 

Students needing research sources can check out books, 
and audio and video tapes at the library located in the 
Learning Resources Center. Televisions and tape players 
are available to watch the videos and listen to the tapes. 
Students also can use the various reference files and read 
a variety of magazines as well as newspapers. The library 
also offers several computers to surf the Internet. Hours 
are Mondays through Thursdays, 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Fri
days, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Computers in the Innovations Lab in the TechnicalNo
cational Building, Room TVB-320, also offer Internet use, 
as well as being available for typing papers. Certain classes 
such as Introduction to Fitness require students to take 
wellness surveys available only on computer programs 
in the lab. lnRovations Lab hours are Mondays 7:30 a.m. 
to 8:30 p.m.; Tuesdays through Thursdays, 7:30 a.m. to 
9:30 p.m.; Fridays 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.; and Saturdays, 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. 

The Admissions Office handles enrollment, records and 
transcripts. The Financial Aid Office, in Room A-149, 
handles student loans and jobs, grants and scholarships. 
The Foundation Office, located in Room A-159, awards 
more than 80 scholarships each year ranging from $150 
to $500 per semester. Competition season for scholarships 
is between January and March each year. A mini-season 
runs the last half of August. The Advisement Center, lo
cated in RoomA-147, helps students decide which classes· 
to take for their degree plans, as well as helping them 
choose degree plans. 

Students who need to air grievances may visit Dr. Bill, 
· Spillar, the college ombudsman, whose office is in the 

Advisement Center. He along with a committee of stu
dents, staff and faculty mediate any grievances a student 
may have with instructors, staff or other students. A little 
known fact is that the Advisement Cent~r both organizes 
and choreographs the entire graduation ceremony. 

COM Recreational Programs provide various athletic 
and recreational facilities in the Gym and on campus 
grounds to students with a valid ID. 

Students can enjoy basketball and table tennis in the 
Gym, play on six tennis courts and racquetball on two 
courts. A baseball diamond also is available. 

For running, jogging or walking, the path circling Lake 
Eckert and the southeastern part of the campus is ideal. A 
track also is located next to the tennis courts. 

A weight room with both free weights and ms1chine 
wejghts as. well as an aerobic exercise room with 
stairmasters, healthriders and treadmills also are located 
in the Gym. 

For the water lovers', there is a pool and a room with 
whirlpools and a sauna. The schedules for each facility 
vary and are posted· in the Gym. Sign-up sheets for recre
ational activities such as fun runs, various trips and Sports 
Day events also are located at the front desk of the Gym. 

Gym facilities and equipment are free to COM credit 
students with ID's. Recreational membership also is avail
able to community members, 

COM also has a full-time police department, which is 
located in the Administration Building in the corridor be
hind the switchboard office. For non-emergencies, the po
lice may be reached on campus at Ext. 403, for emergen
cies call Ext. 599. To call from off-campus dial (409) 938-
1211, or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, The police depart
ment also houses the lost and found. 

Officers are on patrol 24 hours a day seven days a week. 
The police department operator answers calls from 7:30 
a.m. to 9 p.m. Mondays through Fridays, and 8 a.m. to 
noon Saturdays. 
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HOLA and COM Amigos members gather for a photo. Amigos are (from left) Olda Perez, ·Lauren Hansmire, secretary; 
• Adrian Flores, vice president; Maurice Ruiz, president; Luke Papini, treasurer; HOLA members are Alice Whistler, 

Rafael Naranjo, also the Amigos adviser, and Robert Rodriguez. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Activities focus on Hispanic Heritage 
Continued from Page 1----------

Luke Papini, Amigos' treasurer, is from Brazil and speaks 
Portuguese. He is an engineering major. Lauren Hansmire, 
the Amigos' secretary, is pursuing a career in bilingual 
education. Of German descent, she is fluent in German 
and is one of several non-Hispanics of the group. 

Dr. Manuel Urbina, COM history professor, founder 
and curator of the Urbina Museo of History·of Mexico in 
Houston, talked about some of the items on display at the 
Leaming Resources Center Library such as a hand-wo
ven tapestry depicting the Sun Stone, or Aztec calendar, 
and a 17th century Spanish coat of arms. 

Next to Dr. Urbina's display is a collection qfHispanic 
literature. Toe collection, selected by COM librarian/cata
loger Robert Rodriguez, includes, Just Because I'm Latin 
Doesn't Mean IM ambo, a success guide for Hispanics by 
Juan Roberto Job; and Daughters of the Fifth Sun, a col
lection of Latin fiction and poetry. 

Capestani-Knape's display in the Fine Arts Building 
includes a traditional Charro dress, pottery and copper 
artifacts from Coahuila, Mexico. 

Growth in the local Hispanic community is reflected in 
CO M's enrollment figures: From 1993-1999 Hispanic en
rollment has increased by 12 percent, while white student 
enrollment has dropped by 6 percent. African-American 
student enrollment has increased by 6 percent. 

COM October events include: Selena Remembered, a 
film on the authorized biography of the late Tejano su
perstar by her father Adrian Quintanilla, .Oct. 7 at 7 p.m. 
in LRC Auditorium, L-131. The program, Cesar Chavez 
and the Farmworkers Struggle for Justice, is a presenta
tion by COM's Social and Behavioral Sciences Team. The 
late Chavez was a civil rights organizer of the 1960s. It is 
set for Oct. 12 at 11 a.m. in L-131. Also on Oct. 12, at 
12:30 p.m. the Ball High School folklorico dance group 
will perform. 

A panel discussion wi:11 follow the video, Biculturism 
andAculturationAmong Latinos, on Oct. 14 at 7 p.m. in 

Students forum Nov. 2 
College of the Mainland will .give all students a chance · 

to be heard at the COM Student Concerns Forum to be 
held in the Student Center Nov. 2, during College Hour, 
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. Both COM deans, Dr. Henry D. Pope 
and Alex Pratt, as well as COM President Larry L. Stanley, 

. are expected to attend. 
Forums, held once in the fall and once in the spring, are 

sponsored by the ·student Activities Board. The forums 
offer all students the opportunity to be heard by the COM 
administration. 

L-131. Members will include Jaime Jimenez and Salva
dor Chapa of the Texas City Independent School District; 
Aida Garza, director of Devereux Humanity Education 
Senior Perspective; Virginia Navarro Vallarta of the Uni
versity of Houston-Clear Lake, a recipient of the Celebrat
ing Your Elders scholarship; and three COM students. 

For more information call Alice Whistler at ( 409) 938-
1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 483. 

···••·•····················· • • • • DOLLARS 
: FOR SCHOLARS 

The University ofHouston-Clear Lake 
congratulates these outstanding College of the 
Mainland students on receiving a New Student 
Scholarship to attend UH-Clear Lake 
beginningFall '99. 

Clairese Carlson - Achievement 
Susan Root-Achievement 
Heather Ostendorf - Cullen 
Arturo Leyva - Goalsetter 
Katherine Rodriguez - Goalsetter 
Jennifer Walker - Goalsetter 
Misty Wjlcken - PTK 
Serna Beavers - Stellar 
Joyceen Collins - Stellar 
Mark Hinchee- Stellar 
Rose Jenkins - Stellar 

Tina Thorne - Stellar 

UH-Clear Lake is now accepting 
New Student scholarship applications 
for spring 2000. Scholarship 
awards range from $500 to $1000 
annually. Requirements vary with 
each scholarship type. 

APPLICATION DEADLINE 

IS NOVEMBER 1 
CALL 281-283-2520 for a scholarship packet. 

University of Houston m Clear Lake 
2700 Bay Area Blvd., Houston, TX 77058-1098 

···············~·········· 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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Self-defense tactics 
taught at workshop 
By KAREN ODOM 
Staff Reporter 

Do you know what actions to take if you suddenly find 
yourself the victim of a life-threatening assault? College 
of the Mainland offered a free self-defense workshop Oct. 
5 to demonstrate crime prevention techniques and to help 
participants develop their own self-defense strategies. 

The instructor for the workshop was Al Garza of Al 
Garza's Martial Arts America in Le~gue City. 

"What equips me to teach this is that I have. taught po
lice officers how to survive the settings that they are in," 
Garza explained. "What I am trying to do with my per
sonal safety training is to teach the general public how tci 
deal with the attacker because we are the ones that will 
face the criminal before.a policeman ever does." 

The GCIC qualifying 3-on-3 basketball tournament winners will compete at Sports Day Oct. 14. They are are (from 
left) Dominique Green, Schon Brooks, Byron Marshall. Tony Evans is not pictured. {Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Garza has 28 years experience in the martial arts, is a 
fifth degree black belt in Tae Kwan Do and a RAD, Rape 
Aggression Defense, certified national instructor. He also 
has been an instructor at the COM Police Academy. 

COM to host fall GCIC Sports Day 
"People panic in situations when they don't have a 

plan," Garza said. 
He covered personal safety programs, such as Recog

nize-Avoid-Defend, Rape Aggression Defense and Strong 
Against Crime, which teaches the use of self-defense in 
all types of situations, whether it be traveling, being in 
your home, or becoming the target of an armed robber. 
He said to remember the three B's in resisting an attacker: 
"blinding, breath and balance." 

By MATT TASLER 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland will host the Gulf Coast Inter
collegiate Conference Sports Day Oct. 14. 

Sports Day is held each semester, with the conference 
colleges rotating as hosts. COM last hosted in 1996. 

Sports Day "provides a fun and enjoyable day of com
petition within the area colleges," said Maryann Urick, 
Recreational Programs and Student Activities coordina-

tor. ' 
COM Sports Day competitors for 3-on-3 basketball and 

tennis already have been decided in tournaments. Domi
nique Green, Schon Brooks, Byron Marshall and Tony 
Evans were on the winning basketball team in the tourna-. 
ment held in the Gym Sept. 29. 

Helbert Salandanan was the first place winner and Ken
neth Wyatt the second place winner of the Sept. 27 tennis 
tournament. They will represent COM in the Sports Day 

Session to guide weight use 
College of the Mainland will hold a weight training 

workshop in the weight room of the Gym, P-119, on Oct. 
· 18 from 7:30-9 p.m. At least 10 people are needed to have 

the workshop. The sign-up deadline is Wednesday, Oct: 
13. Galen Hayward, adjunct P.E. instructor and a mem
ber of the Maintenance Team, will conduct the workshop. 
He will demonstrate how to use the equipment available 
to students, faculty and staff. 

For more information contact Maryann Urick, Recre
ational Programs and Student Activities coordinator, at 
( 409) 938-1211 or toll free at 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

GCIC to bold bowling day 
• The Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Bowl

ing Sports Day will be held at Armadilla Lanes in 
Pasadena on Nov. 3. 

Participants must be credit students, registered 
for at least one credit class. The GCIC bowling team 
will consist of six men and six women. Students . 
must sign up at the front desk in the Gym by Oct. 
29 and tell the clerk their bowling averages. 

For more information contact Maryann Urick, 
Recreational Programs and Student Activities co
ordinator, at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 418. 

tennis matches. 
Students also will compete in the following events: 8-

ball, racquetball, softball, table tennis and volleyball. 
Each school will have· one coed team for softball and 

one coed team for volleyball. Table tennis requires two . 
players for a team, male or female, from e.ach participat
ing school. The other events will require all-male teams 
or all-female teams. 

The majority of events will be held on campus. Soft
ball will be played at Friendswood Sports Park. The bas
ketball tournament will be at the Lowry Center; male rac
quetball competitions will be held at the Lowry Courts. 

The following colleges have been invited to participate: 
Alvin Community, Brazosport, Galveston, Houston Com
munity, Kingwood, Lee, Montgomery, North Harris, San 
Jacinto-Central, San Jacinto-North, San Jacinto-South, 
Tomball and Wharton County. 

For more information contact Urick at (409) 938-1211 
or toll free at 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

The workshop taught some sound principles to help 
people develop a plan so they will be more likely to act 
based on decisions they have made ahead of time and less 
likely to panic. Garza said he cannot stress the impor
tance of this enough "because once you are in a life threat
ening situation, it is too late to start making decisions." 

Women were encouraged to participate in this hands
on workshop. According to Garza, women and children 
are the most abused people in our society."One out of 
every three college girls will be or has been the victim of 
a sexual assault." 

Duke Drewry, a computer technician at COM, also was 
an instructor at the workshop. He is a second degree black 
belt with eight years experience in the martial arts. 

Winners of the tennis tournament held Sept. 29 to determine who would represent COM in the GCIC Sports 
Day, Oct. 14, are first place Helbert Salandanan (third from left) and second place Kenneth Wyatt (second 
from left). Others pictured (from left) are Mark McCoy, Brian Berg, Travis Marion, and Mark Adams, COM 
Arena Theatre director. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 



Tech skills offered 
Continued from Page 1-.----------
and intermediate machining, using equipment that is the 
latest in technology. The high-tech equipment is on edu
cational loan from HASS Corporation, Champion Ma
chines and Texas City High School. Some machines were 
donated by the Johnson Space Center Manufacturing Di
v1s1on. 

"Each machine costs hundreds of thousands of dollars," 
Neugent explained, adding that without those contribu
tions the program might not have been possible. 

At the center students can acquire marketable skills, 
designed with direct input from the industry which has 

· had a high demand for machinists. Neugent said,"The de
mand for skilled workers tends to follow the oil industry; 
it has been climbing." 

Students learn with a software program called Path 
TraceTech and use CAD CAM, a high-tech program that 
allows drafters to send the information via computer to 
another program called CNC which reads the draft de
sign and turns it into a physical rendition. 

Since Sept. 27, the center has been offering a new pro
gram: Computer Cable Installer Technician. This 80-hour 
hands-on course, meets Mondays and Wednesdays, 6-10 
p.m. and runs through Dec. 6. It teaches ·students to in
stall new cabling, terminations (outlets) and hubs (distri
bution boxes) on existing systems that have become ob
solete. 

Other proposed programs will provide training in the 
Microsoft Office series, such as Excel and Word, and 
Internet training. 

Students may register at COM, San Jacinto College 
South or at the Technology Training Center located at 100 
East NASA Road 1, Suite 110. Phone registration is avail
able with a valid credit card (Visa, Mastercard). 

For more information call Neugent at the cent.er num
ber, (281) 557-0300, or you may e-mai( him at 
<Lneugent@mail.mainland.cc. tx. us>. 

Students happ.ier with 
new registration process 
Continued from Page 1 
Telephone registration, which was activated summer 98 , 
has had a major impact on the long registration lines by 
allowing a sizable number of students to register from 
any place at any time. Griffith said one student told him, 
"Telephone registration is great! I work and it is hard for 
me to get here and have to wait in lines to register. I like 
it a lot." 

Students are happy registration has been streamlined. 
"It takes less time to register," another student told Griffith, 
"Last summer I was out here for four hours before I was 
able to register. This time I made it in under an hour." 

Faculty and staff recognized Griffith's contributions by 
voting him Employee of the Month for November 1998. 

COM Professor Susan Plasek ~rote in an evaluation, 
"All registrations ( early, regular and late) were much im
proved. Even though I was not able to volunteer in the 
'pit area' (Administration Building lobby), Larry G. kept 
us well informed." 

'Griffith said that COM music Professor Sparky 
Koerner, who joined the committee in.spring 1998, and 
Alex Pratt, acting dean since fall 1998, have been of enor
mous help in streamlining the registration process, 

Griffith hopes the spring 2000 registration will be the 
smoothest yet. He is proposing that it be held in one loca
tion, the Gym. 

Writing class begins Oct. 25 -
lf you need help with writing skills, preparing for the 

TASP or brushing up on grammar, enroll in DEVW 
0360.07, which meets Oct. 25-Dec.3 Mondays-Thursdays 
from 2-4:20 p.m. For information contact Professor Cathy 
Moran, Learning Assistance Center lab manager at Ext. 
218. For off-campus calls dial ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 
1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 218. 
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Dell Johnson (center) a COM student, receives the Marathon-Ashland Process Technology $1000 Scholarship 
from Duncan Welder (far left) of Marathon-Ashland Petroleum. With Johnson are Welder; Mary Ann Amelong, 
director of Development/COM Foundation; Johnson; Bill Kepner, Marathon-Ashland Petroleum; and Bill Raley, 
assosciated dean of Technical Programs at COM. (Photo by Jim •Higgins) 

Professor stresses importance of-diversity 
By DAN SELLERS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's new Spanish Professor Rafael 
Naranjo opened Hispanic Heritage Month Sept. 15 in the . 
Learning Resources Center with a lecture on the impor
tance of language education. 

Naranjo's address emphasized the point that "language, ·. 
is a way of feeling reality not only a repertoire of sym
bols." He added, "Language therefore must be learned in 
context with the culture. 

Naranjo stressed that "in order to learn Spanish, we 
also must know the cultural, historical and geographical 
context of the peoples that speak the language." He quoted 
Argentine poet, Jorge Luis Borges "un idioma es una 
tradicion ( a language is a tradition)." 

Naranjo said that even though historians call the year 
1492 (the year Christopher Cc'1umbus discovered 
America) the year of conquest and discovery, he, how-

Fall '99 lnterCOM staff 

ever, prefers to see it as the encounter of cultures. 
According to Naranjo, Spanish is not a foreign language 

but simply one of the indigenous languages of America. 
"Much of the United States was once Spanish territory 
including Texas, Arizona, New Mexico and California," 
and Spanish was spoken in these territories. 

Naranjo pointed out that the last census counteo 24 mil
lion Hjspanics currently living in the United States, which 
according to the United Nations 1998 census, has a total 
population of 274,028,000. By the year 2045, Hispanics 
will-be the country'-s-largest minority group. Whatwill be
COM's response to this shift in demographics? Naranjo 
said, "We are on the right track." 

COM now has one of the largest number of students 
studying Spanish. "Only by learning to communicate can 
we expect to maintain a civil society." 

The opening, sponsored by the Hispanic Organization 
for Learning Advancement, kicked off Hispanic Heritage 
Month which is observed between Sept. 15 and Oct. 15. 

Michael Navarro (center) leads the fall '99 lnterCOM sta~ as managing editor. His staff (from left, front ,ow) 
are Elias de la Cerda Jr., assistant editor; Karen Odom; Pat Wheeler; Brad Stevenson, cartoonist; (back row 
from left) Frank Lam·anaco; Matt Tasler; Joyce Cauley; and Rachel Delanoix. Not pictured are Dan Sellers 
and Jason Marcelo. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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What's Happening 

Texas City resident Jamie Parks donates blood at the Student Activities Board sponsored fall blood drive held Oct. 
6 in the COM Student Center. Students, faculty, staff and community members waiting to donate blood formed a 
line circling nearly the entire building. Units of blood are expected to quadruple last year's total according to 
Maryann Urick, blood drive coordinator. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Tragedy sparks huge fall SAB blood drive turnout 
By ELlAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

The number of blood donors contributing at College of 
the Mainland's fall semester blood drive, sponsored by 
the Student Activities Board, increased dramatically when 
news broke about the tragic accident which claimed the 
life of Fire Chief William Bethune of the Texas City Fire 
Department on the morning of Oct. 5. 

Texas City fire fighter Craig Peterson is still hospital
ized, and fire fighter William Fattig was treated for inju

ries and released from the University of Texas Medical 
Branch at Galveston Oct. 5. 

Peterson's need of a blood transfusion was the driving 
force behind the turnout. 

"Since the accident the number of blood donors has 
· quadrupled," said Maryann Urick, coordinator for the fall 
semester blood drive and Student Activities adviser. 

"I don't normally give blood, but I felt compelled to 
give today," said Jamie Parks, a Texas City resident. 

The Student Center was nearly filled to capacity with 
students, faculty, staff and community members donat
ing blood. 

Among the many donors was a group of cadets from 
the San Jacinto College Fire Fighter Academy in Pasa
dena. "We are glad that we can be a part of helping a 

fellow fire fighter," said Bo Atkinson, fire academy in
structor. 

In honor of ·Chief Bethune, COM is flying the flag at 
half staff. 

Halloween stems from Irish roots 
By MATI TASLER 
Staff Reporter 

Halloween is a special holiday for many children in the 
United States. Most people don't think about the origin 
of Halloween; however, it is quite extraordinary. 

The word "Halloween" has its origins in the Catholic 
Church. The day was originally called'All Hallows Eve. 
All Hallows Day, or All Saint's Day oberved Nov. 1, is a 
holy day of obligation for Catholics to honor the saints. 

In the fifth century B.C., in Celtic Ireland, the last day 
of summer was Oct. 31. Back ihen the holiday was known 
as Samhain, or the Celtic New Year. As the legend goes, 
the spirits of the dead would return to roam the earth in 
search of a body to possess. · 

Of course, the villagers did not want to be possessed by 
spirits, so they protected themselves by extinguishing all 
fires -in their homes, thus making their homes cold and 
undesirable to spirits. In addition, as a lesson to the spir
its, Celts burned at the stake people they believed pos
sessed by spirits. The villagers also dressed as ghouls to 
scare away evil spirits. 

The villagers also believed that the fires should be ex
tinguished each year, so that they could light them again 
from the Druidic fire that always was kept burning in 
Usinach, Ireland. 

Over the years, as the belief in possession waned, people 
began to dress up for fun as goblins, ghosts and witches, 
just as children do today. 

Irish immigrants brought the custom of Halloween to 

America in the 1840s. Favorite pranks of the past included 
tipping over outhouses and unhinging gates. The basic 
idea of trick-or-treating, however, was borrowed from a 
ninth century European custom called souling. 

On Nov. 2, All Souls Day, Christians walked from vil
lage to village begging for ".soul cakes" made of square 
pieces of bread with currants. In return for the cakes, the 
Christians would say prayers for the dead relatives of the 
villagers. The significance of praying for the dead was 
the belief that souls ascended to heaven quicker if the 
living prayed for them. 

The widespread custom of carving out a Jack-o-Lan
tern originated in Irish folklore. 

It is told that a man named Jack tricked Satan into climb
ing a tree. While Satan was in the tree, Jack carved the 
shape of a cross into the tree, thus preventing Satan from 
coming down. As a result of this deed, Jack was denied 
entrance into heaven upon his death and was banished 
from hell as well because he tricked the devil. The devil 

gave Jack a single ember inside a hollowed out turnip to 
light his way through the frigid darkness. Since pump
kins were more plentiful than turnips in America, the Irish 
settlers decided to use hollowed out pumpkins for Jack
o-Lanterns. 

Today, if people think Halloween is scary, it's beca~se 
they want it to be. 

Editor's note: This story was compiled from: http:// 
www.wilstar.com/holidays/hallown.htm and Catholic 
Customs and Traditions by Greg Dues. 

People Speak Out 
By.MICHAEL NAVARRO, MATI TASLER 
and ELlAS DE LACERDA Jr. 

Accusations of illegal drug use and various other 
crimes committed by politicians have been rampant 
since the investigation and impeachment of President 
Clinton. 

Closer to home, however, is the alleged cocaine use 
by Texas governor and Republican presidential 
nominee George W. Bush. In regard to the current 
political race, InterCOM asked: Should candid~tes for 
the U.S. presidency be required to disclose past illegal 
drug use? 

Allen Baugh: No, what 
they did in the past 
shouldn't count against 
them because they are a 
different person now. 

Patrick Harris: Yes. Why 
hide it? We should know 
about their past and 
background and are they 
clean. 

Bobby Mills: Yes, it's 
·sammon sense, because 
you need to know if a 
drug addict is running the 
country. 

Sherita Perez: Yes, that 
woulcl be cool for 
students to know that 
their politicians do them 
(drugs), too. If they did 
( admit to drug use), it 
would be to show that 
they're honest. 

Tasha Lockett: Yes. 
Anything you do in your 
past affects your future. If 
you've done it before, 
most likely you'll do it 
again. 

Sharon Drone: No. 

People make choices 
when they are young they 
wish they didn't do when 
they are older. 

Erika Domer: Yes. You 
need to know everything 
about the person you're 
voting for. 

Marlin Irving: No. They 
should not be held 
accountable for the past. 
They are now in the 
position to run the United 
States and that shouldn't 
be held against them. 



Impeachment defined 
See Page2 

Comedy showcases 
love, taxes, in-laws 
By JOYCE CAULEY 
Staff Reporter 

Once again a cast of talented actors, under the direc
tion of Mark Adams, have created a must-see comedy pro
duction. 

You Can't Take It With You opened at the College of the 
Mainland Arena Theatre Thursday, Oct. 28, 8 p.m. and 
will close Sunday, Nov. 21. 

Billed as one of America's best-loved comedies, the play 
936 by George S. Kaufman and Moss 

. 
It's about an eccentric but loving family, the Sycamores, 

and what happens when their future in-laws, the stuffy 
Kirby family, -come to dinner. The play won the Pulitzer 
Prize for drama in 1937. 

When asked why he chose this play, Adams said: "Many 
reasons, really ... it's the most-produced American com
edy of the century, but COM has never done the play in 
its 30-year history. It provides a bevy of wonderful acting 
roles for 18 actors. It is the kind of play that our audience 
is always happy to see us do-light-hearted, wann, funny 
and wholesome. It's also my favorite American comedy, 
and 11Ithough I've directed it once before, I was eager to 

See Familiar Page 9 

Halloween picture page 
See Pages 6 &7 

COM hosts Sports Day 
SeePage8 

November 
1999 

TIPA Award-winner 

Misty Lea Albrecht (left) plays Alice Sycamore; V.W. Uher is Grandpa and Rick Watson is Tony Kirby in 
the COM Arena Theatre production of Kaufman and Hart's 1936 comedy, You Can't Take It With You. 
Performances run tlirough Nov. 21. (Photo by Skip Quimby) 

COM police trained for catastrophe on college campus 
By PAT WHEELER 
Staff Reporter 

Are we prepared for a random shooting incident such as 
those that have happened in Columbine High School, Ha
waii and Seattle this past year? 

COM Police Officer Thomas Dendy explained that the 

Fabian Sifuentes looks at a piece from Blue Sky ex
hibit in the COM gallery.(PhotobyEliasdelaCerdaJr.) 

officers on duty at College of the Mainland have had ex
tensive training for this possibility. 

There are plans in place for sealing off the area of hos~ 
tility, as well as evacuating everyone before outside help 
arrives. 

Police officers may be reached on campus for emergen
cies at Ext. 599, for nonemergencies at Ext. 403. 

Some students at COM have the mistaken idea that the 
campus is patrolled by security guards. On the contrary, 
COM is staffed by licensed police officers with all the 
authority and f)OWer to not only execute warrants, but also 
to arrest individuals. 

"When a COM police officer issues a citation, it can 
See Illegal Page 11 

Blue Skies on exhibit in COM Art Gallery 
By JOYCE CAULEY 
Staff Reporter 

Works of art titled Blue Sky by Kate Petley are cur
rently on display in College of the Mainland Art Gallery 
located in the Fine Arts Building. The exhibition opened 
with a reception Wednesday, Oct. 27, 6-8 p.m. and con
tinues through Sunday, Dec. 5. 

"I'm delighted to bring this exhibition to COM ... it's 
like a breath of fresh air," said Janet Hassinger; director 
of the gallery. 

Petley, who has a bachelor of fine arts degree, gradu
ated cum laude in 1976 from the University of Utah, Salt 
Lake City. Since then she has received a number of awards 
and grants. In 1997 she received a second place award for 
a painting titled "Untitled (Indigo)" in The Big Show pre
sented by Lawndale Art & Performance Center, Houston. 

Petley gave a slide presentation of some of her larger 
pieces not included in the COM exhibition on Wednes
day, Oct. 27, 2:30 p.m. 

"My work is about the animation of light and the joy of 
seeing," Petley said. 

.. 

Using a remarkable imagination, Petley transforms the 
ordinary ihto the extraordinary. She uses unusual materi
als such as vinyl shower curtains, rusted barbed wire, 
scraps of lace and sequins in her art, simple things found 
in everyday life that most people overlook. 

According to Petley, the works in this exhibition are 
constructed rather than painted, leaving evidence of each 
decision made along the way. The term "blue sky" indi
cates a distinctly optimistic attitude, bordering on nostal
gia. It refers to the ordinary atmosphere and also to the 
romantic notion of idealistic transcendence. It's an an
nouncement of the most basic element in our visual life: 
pure and simple light, represented by a brilliant blue sky. 

Petley has expanded her artistic talents to include pho
. tography. Samples of her latest work titled Photographs 
are on exhibit at Rudolph Poissant Gallery in Houston, 
through mid-December. 

COM gallery hours are Monday-Wednesday, 12:30 
p.m.-4:30 p.m. and Tuesday-Thursday, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. The 
gallery is also open one hour before theater performances. 
For further infonnation call Hassinger at ( 409) 938-1211, 
or toll free at 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 354. 
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Winners of the Student Activities Board-sponsored Halloween Party Pie Eating Contest held Oct. 28 d~ring 
the 12:30-1 :30 p.m. College Hour are (standing from left) Kelly Burks, Kathy Pollard, Kristin Holt Raneisha 
Mickens, Julie Villasenor (sitting from left), Akeem Richmond, Ebony Alridge and Luke Clifford. 

1

Burks and 
Pollard won first place; Holt and Richmond second; and Mickens and Alridge tied tor third with Villasenor 
a~d Clifford. Pa~ne~s sat with their hands tied behind their backs while their blindfolded partners fed them 
pie. A_ karaoke sm~mg contest also was held at the Halloween Party. Contest winners (not pictured) were 
C~nme_ Bardwell, first place, Courtney August, second place, and Sherita Perez, third place. Winners of the 
Pie Eating Contest and karaoke singing contest were awarded a $10 prize. D.J. Darryl Santell provided the 
music for the karaoke contest. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Impeachment an often misunderstood process 
By JOYCE CAULEY 
Staff Reporter 

The lnterCOM staff has received comments concern
ing the People Speak Out column in the October issue. 
The comments reveal that the word " impeachment" is 
misunderstood by some people. 

The first paragraph of the column stated, "Accusations 
of illegal drug use and various other crimes committed 
by politicians have been rampant since the investigation 
and impeachment of President Clinton." 

The definition of the word impeach, according to the 
Webster 's NewWorld Dictionary, is to bring (a public of
ficial) before a proper tribunal on charges of wrongdo-
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ing. Impeachment is the trying of a public official before 
a competent tribunal ( or court of justice). 

President Clinton was impeached (accused of wrong
doing) but was not convicted. This is where the confusion 
lies. To impeach a public official does not mean to re
move him from office, it means simply to accuse him cif 
wrongdoing. The trial determines whether there is enough 
evidence to convict the person. If insufficient evidence is 
found, he is acquitted. Removal from office only occurs 
if the person is convicted. 

In the history of the United States only two presidents 
have been impeached: President Andrew Johnson and 
President Cl•inton. President Johnson's impeachment took 
place 131 years before President Clinton 's. 

Andrew Johnson was the first U.S. president to be im
peached. On Feb. 24, 1868, the House of Representatives 
voted 126 to 47 to impeach President Johnson for remov
ing Edwin M. Stanton, secretary of war, from office with
out notifying the Senate. President Johnson was acquitted 
by a difference of one vote. 

President Richard M. Nixon resigned on Aug. 9, 1974, 
before the articles of impeachment recommended against 
him by the House Judiciary Committee relating to the 
Watergate scandal could be voted on. 

The articles would have chargect°him with obstruction 
of justice, abuse of power and contempt of Congress. Presi
dent Nixon is the only U.S. president to resign from of
fice. 

After almost a year of investigation, the House Judi
ciary Committee approved three articles of impeachment 
alleging that President Clinton had committed perjury and 
obstructed justice in the Monica Lewinsky matter. 

On Dec. 12 the comittee approved a fourth and final 
. article against the president accusing him of making false 

statements in his answers to written questions from Con
gress. The president's Senate trial began Thursday, Jan. 7 
and ended with his aquittal on Friday Feb. 12. The Senate 
voted 55-45 to reject the charge and split the perjury charge 
50-50 on the obstruction of justice allegation. 

Removing President Clinton from office would have 
required a two-thirds vote or 67 votes. 

Editor's note: Sources for this article were World Book 
Online, :<.http://www.worldbookonline.com> and Im
peachment, <http: //www.impeachment.com> 

• 

Edito;r's warning: 
Drive defensively 

Michael 
Navarro 

This summer I was one of ~he many drivers involved 
in an automobile altercation. Fortunately, it was minor 
with speeds not exceeding 5 mph. 

• 

I was .pulling.into a parking .lot at a local store when I 
saw a white Chevy Lutnina backing up from the parking 
spot in front of me. I immediately shifted my car to the 
parking position and honked my horn three times. The 
driver, however, did not hear me and struck my left 
parking light, shattering the lens. Immediately I got out 
of my car and started walking to the other car with steam 
coming out of my ears. Seeing that the other driver was 
an elderly woman, I calmed down. But once I spoke to 
her, my anger returned. · 

She claimed she never heard or saw me. The fact that 
she had pulled in backward, not even aligned with the 
lines, was one of the reasons she didn ' t see me. We 
exchanged information and I decided that I would be 
nice and handle the situation between ourselves without 
the police. 

After we had exchanged information, the woman went 
into the store and I reread her information. When I 
noticed she had failed to give me the phone number for 
her insurance company, I went into the store, found her 
and asked for the number. 

"Just call information; they are off 290," she said. 
Back in my car, I called information to get the 

woman's insurance company. I talked to an agent and 
thought everything was settled. Boy, was I wrong. 

It took more than two weeks before the agent called 
me and that was only to tell me the insurance company 
needed to talk to their client. 

. About a month after ttfe accident, the agent finally 
called to tell me that the driver who hit me was not held 
liable because she told them I hit her. Not only did she 
lie about my hitting her car, she also lied to her agent 
about having a witness. Because I had no witness, there 
wasn't much I could do. Since I did not call the police 
and was in a parking lot which is deemed private 
property (you cannot receive a ticket in one according to 
Texas law), the woman was free of any penalties, and I 
was stuck without a parking ligh.t. 

So l ask, what requirements must older drivers fulfill? 
At which age should they be required to retake the 
driving test. 

Beyond that, what does the state require of new 
drivers? Teenagers are no longer required to take the 
driving exam at the Department of Public Seivices as 
long as their driving school termed them satisfactory 
drivers. As a result, many poorly trained drivers receive 
their licenses. Based ·on my experience, driver education 
teachers are lenient. They don't always test on every 
required aspect 9f driving. DPS testers, on the other 
hand, must administer a thorough test. 

I have a friend, Leroy, who has to be the worst driver 
ever. He has knocked down a pole at a gas station, 
pulled out in front of cars causing an accident and has 
turned into parking lots from traffic lanes instead of a 
turning lane without any regard for traffic. He has taken 
the defensive driving class so many times he has the exit 
exam memorized. Fortunately, for me and everyone else 
who rides with him, his driving has improved somewhat 
after three years, three tickets, three paint jobs, two 
poles and a damaged car. But it's OK because his driver 
education school and the DPS have ruled him a compe
tent driver. So ask yourself, how many more Leroys are 
out there driving on the same highway as you? 



SAB blood drive beats 
prior years' donations 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland students, staff, faculty and com
munity members from as far away as Pasadena responded 
generously to firefighter Craig Peterson 's need for blood. 
Peterson was hospitalized with injuries he suffered dur
ing the accident which claimed the life of Texas City Fire 
Chief William Bethune the morning of Oct. 5. 

" I decided to give blood because I heard about the 
firefighter (Peterson)," said Robert Cook, a Dickinson resi
dent. " If I needed it, I would want someone to give," he 
said as blood was being drawn from his arm by a ma
chine next to his recliner. · 
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The Student Center. bustled with volunteers, phleboto
mists and people waiting to give the "gift of life." A sense 
of urgency was in the air. Yet, blood donors didn ' t seem 
to mind waiting in long lines to fill out personal informa
tion and medical history forms, and to move from one 
station to another until they found themselves on a 
stretcher or in a recliner with a hypodermic needle in one 
arm and a line leading to a machine collecting their blood. 

Robert Cook, a Dickinson resident, donates blood Oct. 6 at the SAB sponsored blood drive. A total of 341 units 
of blood were collected this year. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

According to Maryann Urick, coordinator for the fall 
semester blood drive and Student Activities Board adviser, 
the day before the accident the blood drive attracted only 
67 people, and 16 of those were not allowed to donate 
blood for various reasons. On Oct. 6, however, 334 do-

· nors converged at the Student Center. Of those donors, 
44 were not able to give blood. " It is wonderful to know 
that people will come to the aid of someone in need," 
Urick said. 

Reasons for not being allowed to donate blood include 
having tattoos or body piercing done within the last year. 

Other reasons include being on certain medications or be
ing anemic. 

The Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center in Houston, 
which provided the medical personnel and equipment for 
the blood drive, collected 341 units. Last year's fall blood 
drive netted 54 units. The SAB sponsored the event 

Veterans Day, reminder of priceless 'gift of freedom' 
By JOYCE CAULEY 
Staff Reporter 

Veterans Day is a holiday observed annually in the 
United States to honor all those, living and dead, who 
served with the U.S. armed forces in wartime. It is cel
ebrated on Nov. 11, the anniversary of the end of World 
War I (1914-1918). 

In 1919, President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed Nov. 
11 as Armistice Day to remind Americans of the trag
edies of war. A 1938 law made the day a federal holiday 
and in 1954, Congress changed the holiday's name to 
Veterans Day to honor all U.S. veterans. 

Who are the veterans? In everyday life a veteran doesn't 
wear a badge or medal except in parades; therefore, it's 
impossible to identify them. They are ordinary human be
ings who offered some of their best years to serve their 
country so that Americans could live in freedom. A vet-

eran could be any one of your fellow students at College 
of the Mainland or even a professor or staff member. 

Of the 3,204 COM students enrolled this fall, Lori Boyd 
who handles Veterans Affairs in the Student Financial Aid 
Office confirmed that 125 students are veterans. The only 
method of identifying students as veterans is through the 
government's financial benefits records; therefore, if a 
student does not receive financial benefits, the college 
has no record of a student's veteran status. This is unfor
tunate: It's possible that many more COM students are 
veterans, but they remain unknown due to the absence of 
statistics. 

Alice Whistler of Human Resources confirmed that 17 
COM employees also are veterans. 

Scars or a missing limb may be obvious signs of a 
veteran's service to his country while others have invis
ible proof hiding inside their bodies: a piece of shrapnel, 
a metal pin or post traumatic stress syndrome. 
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No, the gift of freedom is definitely not free. Many fami
lies paid an enormous price for the freedoms that Ameri
cans enjoy today and the price was the loss of their loved 
ones' lives. 

The Veterans Day celebrations in the United States in
clude parades and speeches. Special services are held at 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington National 
Cemetery in Arlington, Va. The Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier represents the thousands of soldiers who remain 
·"missing in action" or are "prisoners of war." The unknown 
soldier, a casualty of the Vietnam War, buried at the tomb 
in 1984, was identified June 30, 1998. The remains were 
removed from the tomb and underwent a form of DNA 
testing not available until 1995. Defense Secretary Will
iam Cohen then announced that the remains had been iden
tified as those of Air Force Lt. Michael Blassie of St. Louis. 
The remains were returned to his family for burial. 

The U.S. vetei:an population as of July 1998 is estimated 
at approximately 25,188,000, according to statistics from 
the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs. 

Editor's note: Sources of information <http:// 
www.worldbookonline.com> and The WorldA/manac and 
Book of Facts 1999. 

October corrections 
The Sports Day qualifying tennis tournament par

ticipants were identified in the wrong order in the 
October InterCOM. The correct order of participants 

·· (from left) is Mark McCoy, Kenneth Wyatt, Travis 
Marion, Helbert Salandanan, Brian Berg and Mark 
Adams (see Page 6 ). 

Another mistake was the mislabeling of HOLA 
and COM Amigos members as well as the omis
sion of one Amigos member's name on Page 5. The 
correct order (from left) is Olda Perez, Hola mem
ber; Lauren Hansmire, Amigos secretary; Adrian 
Flores, Amigos vice president; Mauricette Ruiz, 
Amigos president; Luke Papini, Amigos treasurer; 
Beth Perez, Amigos member; Alice Whistler, Rafael 
Naranjo and Robert Rodriguez, Hola members. 

lnterCOM apologizes for any inconvenience. 
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Getz teaches ·with years of experience in field 
By PAT WHEELER 
Staff Reporter 

It's amazing how many interesting and accomplished 
people you can meet at College of the Mainland, whose 
talent and level of accomplishment is recognized at the 
highest levels. Many such people walk around with kind 
and gentle eyes and soft unassuming smiles. Murray Getz 
is such a person sharing his 30 years of photography ex
perience with his Continuing Education students at COM. 

Getz was born and raised in Houston, traveled the world, 
al).d worked with celebrities of such renown as Frank 
Sinatra, Phil Harris, Jack Benny and someone we all 
should know-Marvin Zindler. 

At age 13 after developing his first roll of film, he knew 
he was hooked when he saw the images on the photo
graph begin to appear in the developing fluid. 

As a teen-ager he chased ambulances and followed po
lice calls to photograph the news. He was a free-lance 
photographer for the Houston Press, Houston Post and 
the Houston Chronicle. He also worked in this capacity 
for CBS, which on one occasion wanted him to cover the 
story of a jailbreak in Richmond, located in southwest 
Houston. Because he wasn't yet an adult, he needed his 
mother's permission. She refused to give it because she 
was afraid he might get hurt. When Gen. Douglas 
McArthur visited Houston the film Getz made was broad
cast on the Douglas Edwards 6 p.m. national news. Getz 
did all of this before he was 20 years old. 

At 22, Getz opened his own studio, where he filmed 
special television productions and commercials. Although 
he was working as an independent producer, the Kamin 
Advertising Agency in Houston used his services exclu
sively. They were the first advertising agency to have a 

live TV department. He also provided live TV commer
cials for wrestling matches. No exact time between com
mercials existed because one match might last a few min
utes and the next only 30 seconds. As a result, broadcast
ing live was quite a challenge. 

Life moved more slowly in the 1940s. When the Sham
rock Hilton Hotel opened in Houston in 1947 many digni
taries were invited: Dorothy Lamour, Allen Hale, Andy 
Devine, Jack Benny, Phil Harris, Edgar Berger and his 
dummy Charlie McCarthy, Dianna Lynn and Pat O'Brien, 
to mention a few. The most amazing fact was they trav
eled to Houston by train from Hollywood: a three-day 
journey. Getz has a photo album filled with the pictures 
he took while covering this special occasion. 

By the late '40s, Getz had enlarged his studio and was 
doing commercials for national advertising agencies. He 
returned home after accepting an assignment in London 
worrying what his wife's reaction would be to him travel
ing overseas. She responded by saying, "When do we 
leave?" and accompanied him many times. · 

The most interesting assignment he accepted dictated 
that he travel to Indonesia for two weeks. He was hired to, 
take photographs at an American gas production company. 
Although he was with Americans, he was in a foreign 
environment surrounded by jungles with orangutans 
swinging through the trees. 

In 1950, Getz was invited to accompany Dr. Denton 
Cooley into the operating room to photograph a heart b4'
pass operation for Texas Monthly magazine. Getz also 
was hired to teach astronauts the fine art of picture taking 
to record their trip into space. 

From all his credits, one would think Getz has dene it 
all. But that isn't everything. While taking photos at the 
Railroad Museum in Galveston, he was asked to partici-

'-'.lurray Getz prepares to photograph one of the first 
heart bypass operations performed by Dr. Denton 
Cooley at the Houston Medical Center. 

pate in Kenny Rogers' movie Gambler #5 in 1995. He 
played the conductor on the train. 

Since retiring, he volunteers at the Aviation Museum 
in Galveston1 has been an InterCOM reporter and pho
tographer and teaches a camera class at COM. 

AIDS expert expounds on dangers associated with HIV 
By DAN SELLERS ,. 
Staff Reporter 

Andrew McPhaul, past director of the AIDS Coalition 
of Coastal Texas, addressed a group of College of the 
Mainland students, faculty and staff on the characteris
tics and dangers of HIV Oct. 19. 

Aided by two men, "Tommy" and "Johnny," McPhaul 
enlightened the audience with a forceful presentation on 

Hansmire, a student of languages, is the secre
tary ~f COM Amigos. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda 

the dangers of AIDS. 
"One out of every 250 Americans is infected with the 

AIDS virus," McPhaul told the a·udience in the Learning 
Resources Center Auditorium. He has personal experi
ence with the disease; his son died from an HIV related 
infection. 

"Better public health information is not the problem." 
The problem is getting individuals to act on the facts they 
already have. 

On the other hand "information is still very difficult to 
get into the public schools," McPhaul said. That is a vex
ing obstacle for him since "one in five AIDS cases prob
ably have their origins in children under the age of 18." 

McPhaul noted that Galveston County is seventh in 
AIDS cases in Texas. 

For additional information on AIDS write the AIDS 
Coalition of Coastal Texas, 1405 39th St., Galveston, TX 
77550, or call (409) 763-2437. 

Hansmire COM Amigos secretary, world traveler 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland student Lauren Hansmire, the 
daught(?r of COM math anct geology Professor David L. 
Hansmire, has fond memories of family summer vaca
tions to places, such as dinosaur museums and going on 
geological excursions. 

"As a child I enjoyed most of the trips, except for the 
one to some diamond mines in Arkansas," Hansmire re- . 
called. "It was mostly mounds of dirt. They gave us a 
shovel, but I never found any diamonds." 

Some of the family trips included going to Canada, 
Alaska and snorkeling in the Cayman Islands. 

Hansmire spent 11 months as an exchange student in 
Aachen, Germany, near Belgium. "The most exciting part 
of that trip was leaving the United States, entering a new 
world and finding yourself," Hansmire said. "You find 
out more about yourself as a person." While in Germ~ny, 
Hansmire made a trip to the French R_iviera. 

Hansmire is a patient, positive thinker who likes sci
ence and is intrigued by the wonders of nature. 

With blonde hair and blue eyes, this intelligent young 
woman knows when to use her charms. "I once cried my
self out of a ticket," Hansmire said. "I told ttie o~cer I 
was running late to take my SAT: he let me go." 

For entertainment she likes ail types of movies except 
horror movies, as well as camping, watching the news 
and talking about politics. Hansmire confessed that the 
main reason she is taking Spanish is that while she was 
in Prague, Czechoslovakia, she bragged to someone about 
being able to speak Spanish. Not being able to deliver, 
she found herself in an embarrassing situation. 

Other than traveling, Hansmire also enjoys cooking, 
reading mystery stories and science fiction and is inter
ested in languages. She has not yet decided on a career. 

Hansmire, who was born in Clear Lake ano now lives 
in Santa Fe, is attending COM under the Mary Ellen Doyle 
scholarship which she received while she was in high 
school. She is secretary of the Spanish club Amigos. 

Rescheduled forum Nov. 18 
According to the Student Activities . Board sponsor, 

Maryann Urick, the Student Concerns Forum has been 
rescheduled for Thursday, Nov. 18, 12:30,p.m. in the Stu
dent Center. 

Students are _encouraged to attend this forum and voice 
any concerns they may have or ask questions related to 
College of the Mainland. 

Both Dean Alex Pratt and Dean Henry Pope plan to 
attend this event. 

;' 



COM panel last of 
Hispanic ceremonies 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

Parades, conferences and lectures throughout the United 
States were among some of the ceremonies that marked 
National Hispanic Heritage Month Sept. 15-Oct. 15. 

The program, Cesar Chavez and the Farmworkers 
Struggle for Justice, was sponsored by the COM Social 
and Behavioral Sciences Team and the Hispanic Organi
zation for Leaming Advancement. 

During the morning presentation, COM history profes
sor, Dr. Manuel Urbina reminisced about his meeting 
Chavez at COM Oct. 14, 1987. 

"Every worker in this room shares the same ideals of 
Cesar Chavez," Dr. Urbina said. "We are all workers, par
ticularly students. Study is hard work. He embraced us as 
workers. Let us share this warmth by sharing his ideals." 

"May each one of us, whatever part we are performing 
in society, perform it well and may we make a positive 
contribution to the well-being of us all," Dr. Urbina added. 

During the morning presentation COM Board of Trust
ees member Roy Davila, gave his reflections on being a 
Hispanic. "Our leadership for today is our future for to
morrow." He then quoted Mexican revolutionary 
Emiliano Zapata, "Es mejor morir de pie que vivir de 
rodillas" (It is best to die standing than to live on your 
knees).The "Wrath of Grapes Boycott" brought Chavez 
to COM in October 1987. 

The COM video of Chavez's visit to COM captured his 
pleading to the community to support the boycott. "We 

_ have a terrible tragedy in our country today. America is 
producing more food than ever in the_ history of mankind 
... , yet 800,000 men, women and children, some under 
the age of 14, still work in the fields to supplement the 
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Michael Navarro, left, and Jaime Jimenez, look on as Aida Garza tells her story to the audience gathered in the LAC 
Auditorium L-131 during the Biculturism and Acculturation Among Latinos Oct. 14. The Panel was the final event 
of the Hispanic Heritage Month which ran from Sept. 15-0ct. 15. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

family income, yet they oftentimes go to bed hungry." 
"This is why we do this work." Chavez asked the audi

ence to end the injustice of poverty in the midst of plenty. 
COM government professor, Dr. David M. Smith, con

cluded the morning presentation, "We should learn from 
the example of Cesar Chavez that all workers should have 
the right to organize unions, to collectively bargain for 
better wages and better conditions and to engage i'n col
lective political action to change society, to bring about 
freedom and social justice for all." 

To commemorate"El Dia de la Raza" (Day of the 

. -

People), the Hispanic Organization for Leaming Advance
ment presented the video "Biculturism and Acculturation 
Among Latinos," as part of an evening program on Oct. 
14 in the LRC auditorium. 

A panel consisting of Jaime Jimenez and Sal'vador 
Ghapa of the Texas City School District, Aida Garza di
rector of Deveruex Humanity Education Senior Perspec
tive, Virginia Navarro Vallarta recipient of the Celebrat
ing Your Elders scholarship, Ana Argueta, a COM em
ployee and three COM students shared their stories of 
growing up Latino in an often intolerant country . 

Fear ofY2K may create its own-problems Ne,v Millennium. Ne,v Skills. 
By KAREN ODOM 
Staff Reporter 

The "Y2K Bug," the "Millennium Bug," the "Millen
nium Bomb," the "year 2000 problem" is a pest with many 
names, thought by some the precursor of Armageddon 
and by others a benign problem that, at most, will cause a 
few hiccups in our daily routine. The biggest concern as 
1999 coiµes to an end may be the fear of the year 2000, 
instead of any problems connected to the y2K bug. 

Some people are stockpiling food, water, ammunition 
and precious metals. Others fearing the total breakdown 
of society are making plans te move to the coun!ry. These 
people are few in numbers, but their actions are irresist
ible to the media. 

"It is too compylling a story for audiences that thrive 
on countdowns to the unknown," Federal Reserve Chair
man Alan Greenspan said in a recent speech, quoted in 
the Oct. 16 Houston Chronicle. 

As more and more attention focuses on the Y2K bug, 
many officials, including Greenspan, worry that it will 
cause rising fears in the general population resulting in 
hoarding. 

Carolyn Purcell, executive director of Texas' Depart
ment of Information Resources, said in the Oct. 10 Hous
ton Chronicle," ... if there's widespread hoarding, the fear 
of scarcity could create a self-fulfilling prophecy." 

And, there are other types of fears. The FBI is warning 
police of the possibility of millennium violence by ex
tremists of all kinds. They may react to problems created 
by the Y2K bug or they may use the millennium as an 
excuse for violent acts to bring about the end of the world 
or to further their own individual causes. 

Where did all this come from in the first place? The 
Y2K bug exists because of actions taken by computer pro
grammers in the past. In 1970, the cost of a megabyte of 
RAM was $3,200,000 (Today the cost is $1.). To save 
expensive memory space, programmers designed com
puters to recognize four-digit years as two-digits years. 

Because of this coding system, a computer recognizes 99 
as 1999, but will not be able to recognize 00 as 2000; it 
may even recognize 00 as 1900. 

There were even some concerns of computers failing 
as soon as Sept. 9, 1999, because early programmers used 
a series of 9s to mean the termination of a program. This, 
it would seem, never happened. However, before you get 
too complacent, the Y2K bug did hit early in Augusta, 
Maine. According to a storx on CNN.com, Oct. 12, titles 
for "horseless carriages" were issued to people who owned 
2000 year model cars. The .computer recognized 00 as 
1900 and issued titles for "antique" cars. 

With all the possibilities of things going wrong, you 
may feel some preparation to be necessary for your peace 
of mind. texas officials are advis"ing people to prepare as 
if they were preparing for a hurricane. 

The government has a Y2K preparedness checklist on 
<www.consumer.gov> offering general advice on how 
much food, water, medicine, etc. you would need to have. 
It also has a warning about scams; people might try to 
sell you Y2K insurance or Y2K-safe products. 
· Financial records should be updated to assure accuracy. 
One suggestion is to get a copy of your credit report be
fore Dec. 31 and another copy after Jan. 1 to verify that 
there are no error_s. In regards to money, the recommen
dation is to withdraw only as much as you would need for 
a long weekend. The best advice, however, from all fronts 
is to not panic. 

Editors Note: This story was deriveq from the Houston · 
Chronicle: Skeptics scoff at assurances, step up prepara
tions for Y2K by Allan Turner, Oct. 10; FBI report warns 
police agencies of possible millennium violence, by David 
A Vise and Lorraine Adams (Washington Post), Oct. 31; 
Greenspan looks to 2000, Oct. 16. Latina magazine, Nov. 
1999; "Year in Review 1998" Encyclopoedia Britannica 
Online; CNN-In Depth Specials-Looking at the Y2K bug 
(various articles); CNN.com -Y2K snafu identified new 
cars as 'horseless carriages'- Oct. 12. 
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Trick or Treat 

lLittle ghosts and goblins once again haunted the halls of College of the Mainland Oct. 29. The annual trick-0{-treating has been an event at the Child Develop
ment Lab since the lab's inception in 1985. Some of the first Halloween spooks are now child development students at the lab. "The lab tries to give preference 
to the student's children, but it is also open to the children of COM staff and the community," says Kay Magee, lab program assistant. Some of the children are 
faculties' grandchildren. The lab also accepts children from former COM students and is open for infants through kindergarten age. 
The children clad in costumes ranging from astronauts -to royal beauties brought smiles to every comer of the COM campus where staff, students and faculty 
waited with the enticing treats. 
The sunny Friday morning was made brighter for everyone who witnessed the sights and sounds of children being guided by the lab staff to the different 
departments on campus. 
Later that day, children from the local corntT1unity also donned costumes and followed the same route that the morning group of goblins and ladybugs had traveled 
through the COM campus. 

.. 
• 

• 

Dorothy Garrick in COM Accounting hands out candy to Alison Devries (bug), Michael Narvaez (spaceman), Briana Stark (turtle), Blane 
Watkins (bug). 

· David Pina (tiger), Jose Escobedo (M&M) and Marrah Smith
Valverde. 

Tucker Wells (football player) Brianna 
Stark (turtle) . 

Princess Miranda Page displays her Dracula tattoo as she readies 
for treats from the COM staff and faculty. 

Jose Escobedo (M&M), Alex Rodriguez (Superman), 
Miranda Bage, Chris Holt, Marrah Smith-Valverde 
and Veronica Hurtado look for treats from above. 

Photography by: 

Text by: 
Blake Standfield (lion) rides shotgun while John Nelson 
(Casper) savors candy treats and Makenna Henderson peers 
from the back. 

COM Advisement Center Credentials Specialist 
Casper with grandbaby Chloe Crouch. 

--

Marrah Smith-Valverde gets a handful of treats from COM 
Police Officer Vernon Ewell while friends eagerly await. 

Alyssa Plasek rides In style with ghosts and goblins galore in the COM Administration Building. 
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Sports/Features 

The COM intramural softball team won first place at the fall Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day held 
Oct. 14 at Frienaswood Sports Park.- Mixed softball teams from seven Houston area community colleges 
particitpated. Winning COM players are (back row) Larry Irons, Ryan Jakeway, Matt Klingenberg, Brian Colbert, 
Jason Martin, Chris Barkmann, Adam Files and Bruce Sander. Front row (from left) Candy Banda, Danielle Ayala, 
Naomi Gdmaldo and Tiffany Garcia. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM .students win big at GCIC Sports Day 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland hosted the fall Gulf Coast In
tercollegiate Conference Sports Day Oct 14. 

The last time COM hosted sports day was in 1996. 
The COM softball team won first place in the double 

elimination softball tournament at the Friendswood Sports 
Park. COM lost to Montgomery College 11-to-10 in the 
opening game. Facing elimination, they beat San Jacinto 
College-Central 10-to-8. COM went on to defeat 
Kingwood College by a decisive 19-to-10 victory. They 
beat Lee College 13-to-10. COM defeated Brazosport Col
lege in the championship game 4-to-1. "I feel relieved 

COM art students (from left) Cynthia Newberry, Rhonda 
Gould, Marianne Luther and Kerry Herbert have work 
displayed atUHCL art exhibition through Dec. 10. 

winning the tournament because we worked hard," said 
Ryan Jakeway, team captain. · 

COM student Helbert Saladanan won third place in the 
men·'s tennis tournament. Jason Burgess woo third in the 
8~ball pool tournament, and Chuong Vu placed second in 
the table tennis tournament. 

"I think sports day went great," said Maryann Urick, 
Recreational Programs and Student Activities coordina
tor. "We had great weather and wonderful volunteers." 

Other colleges competing in the sports day events were 
North and Central Campus San Jacinto, Lee, Wharton 
County, North Harris, Alvin Community, Kingwood and 
Brazosport. 

The next GCIC Sports Day will be held spring 2000. 

Financial aid process to be 
more efficient in March 

Applying for financial aid at College of the Mainland 
just got easier. 

In 1997 the Department of Education put the Free Ap
plication for Federal Student Aid form on its website. Now 
students eligible for more than $1.5 million in federal fi
nancial aid will not have to fill out a long form at their 
college and.wait weeks if not months to receive their eli
gibility report. Instead, they are given the option of fill
ing out the form online. 

Although this has shortened the time needed to deter
mine eligibility, students still have to print and mail a sig
nature page to the DOE because federal laws require stu
dents to sign their applications. 

This, however, has created a new problem. The DOE 
had trouble matching the signature pages with the online 
applications, but now that problem has been solved. Be
ginning this spring, the DOE will begin issuing PIN num
bers to financial aid applicants. The PIN numbers will 
eliminate the need for a signature page. 

By March, the DOE expects to add a page to their 
website which will allow students to apply for and re
ceive PIN numbers. 

For more information about financial aid visit the DOE 
online at <www.fafsa.org> or COM Financial Aid at 
<www.mainland.cc. tx. us>. 

Thanksgiving story 
differs from tradition 
By PAT WHEELER 
Staff Reporter 

Thanksgiving-history or mystery? 
Did the Pilgrims, in their crisply starched white collars 

really sit down to a Thanksgiving feast with the American 
Indians? I don 't think so. The harsh reality for the Pil
grims was severe winters, a hostile environment and lone
liness because they had left everything of comfort behind 
when they set sail for the New World. In 1620 the Pilgrjms 
landed at Plymouth Rock. It wasn't until 300 years later, 
1920, that they were elevated in their role as the spiritual 
ancestors of all Americans. 

The Pilgrims were strict Calvinist Protestants who had 
discarded every holiday except those that were justified 
in the New Testament. This eliminated Christmas, Easter 
and Saints' days. The believers only honored the Sunday 
Sabbath ancf Days of Fasting and Days of Thanksgiving, 
which were riever scheduled on Sunday so there would 
be no conflict. These celebrations were observed during 
the weekday church meetings which were held on Thurs
day in Plymouth. In the spring when there was little to ·eat 
Day's of Fasting would be observed by a meager meal 
after the church service. 

The Days of Thanksgiving were eagerly anticipated. 
Once the date was announced by the church, or the gov
ernment, the Pilgrims became busy cooking, baking and 
maki~g arrangements with family and friends to unite. 
After church they all returned home for a large feast. Since 
Christmas had not been generally celebrated until the mid 
19th century this gave them reason to gather before win
ter. 

Customarily the president of the United States still is
sues a proclamation of the Than_ksgiving holiday. 

In 1620, the year the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock, 
only half of the IOI.passengers of the Mayflower survived 
the first winter. But those who survived persevered. By 
the fall of 1621, with the help of Squanto, a Pawtuxet In
dian, they planted corn and barley which produced a great 
harvest. Afterward the governor proclaimed a Day of 
Thanksgiving and invited Massasoit, the chief of the 
Wampanoag tribe, to share their feast. This occassion was 
never repeated. 

Early illustrations of "Thanksgiving" showed Pilgrims 
dodging a hail of arrows. Only after the western Indian 
wars were over and the "vanishing Red Man" was van
ishing completely, did the image of the two cultures sit
ting down together become popular. 

In 1777 the first Thanksgiving holiday to be observed 
nationally was proclaimed by the Continental Congress · 
after the battle of Saratoga. 

The last-Thursday-in-November Thanksgiving date was 
declared in 1863 by President Abraham Lincoln. 

The example of the close-knit, religiously inspired 
American family was used by people worried about the 
decline of basic values during the World War I period. 
The Pilgrims became useable history for gonerations of 
school children. 

At the tum of the 19th century, the United States was 
seriously concerned about immigration and the problems 
surrounding it. ihe· image of dissimilar et~mic communi
ties such as the Pilgrims and the American Indians co
existing in peace and plenty was an irresistable symbol. 

President Franklin Roosevelt changed the observance 
to the fourth-Thursday-in-November as Thanksgiving in 
1941. 

What about the Indians? In 1970, 25 Indians observed a 
day of mourning at Plymouth Rock. They gathered in front · 
of the statue of the Indian chief, Massasoit, which over
-looks Plymouth Harbor. They.then buried Plyfilouth Rock 
under pounds of sand and ripped the colors from the rep
lica of the Mayflower which is moored in the harbor. 

Editor's note: Sources for this article were the 
Encylopeclia Britannica and <http://www.plimoth.org/li
brary!fhanksgiving/thl.htm>. 



The winners of the Student/Employee 3-on-3 Basketball Tournament held Oct. 27 pose after winning the champi
onship game. Team members are COM employees (from left) Galen Hayward, Bryon Williams and Jerry (J.B.) 
Bryant. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Fallliliar. faces return to COM theater 
Conitued from Page 1 
try it again." 

People who regularly attend the Arena Theatre will rec
ognize some familiar faces among the 18 actors who are 
repeat performers at COM. 

The role of Penny Sycamore is played by Alice Rhoades; 
the role of Paul Sycamore by Willy Devlin; Martin 
Vanderhof (Grandpa) by V.W. Uher; Mr. Kirby by Victor 
Lang; Mrs. Kirby by Phyllis Dorflinger; Alice Sycamore 
by Misty Lea Albrecht and the hilarious Boris Kolenkhov 
by Robert Judd. 

New to the Arena Theatre stage (but not to acting) are 
Arny Nicole Olfers playing Essie Carmichael; Daniel 
Decker, former InterCOM staff photographer playing Ed 
Carmichael and Rick Watson playing Tony Kirby. 

The play opens with a scene in the living room of 
Vanderhof's home in New York City one evening in early 
summer 1938. Some great special effects occur in the play, 

especially when fireworks explode and smoke comes bil
lowing out of the basement. 

Craig Seanor (sound design) has been providing sound 
for Arena Theatre productions for more than nine years. 
Kelly Babb (lighting design) begins his 22nd season de
signing for COM. Tom King is the technical director; Tom 
Boone is set designer; Landis Maren York, costume de
signer; Bethany Pheneger-Babb, production stage man
ager; and Rachel Delanoix, lnterCOM staff member, is 
assistant stage manager .. 

A free preview of th.e play was presented Wednesday, 
Oct. 27, at 8 p.m. for COM students, faculty, staff and the 
community. 

Performances for You Can 't Take It With You will be 
Thursdays through Saturdays at 8 p.m.and Sundays at 2:30 
p.m. 
For reservations or other information call the Arena The
atre box office at (409) 938-1211 or toll free l (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 345. 

COM, institute offer eight-week ROV course 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

The Institute of Remotely Operated Vehicles in Clear 
Lake Shores along with College of the Mainland offers a 
course to fill the high demand for ROY operators. · 

The eight week course provides operational practice and 
instruction on electric, electronic and hydraulic systems 
and ROY piloting. Students also receive job placement 
assistance and may average $5,800 monthly in wages. 

ROVs are vehicles operated by remote control to sur
vey, service and maintain submarine installations in ar
eas that are either inaccessible or too hazardous for hu
man exploration. 

Booming groups worldwide, such as oceanographic 
exploration, offshore drilling and the U.S. government 
have a high demand for trained ROY operators. 

Recently ROVs received national attention when they 
were used in the search for John F. Kennedy Jr. 's downed 
plane near Martha's Vineyard off the southeast coast_ of 
Massachusetts. 

More recently they are being used by the National Trans
portation Safety Board and the U.S. Navy in the search 
for the black box of the EgyptAir Flight 990 that went 
down near Massachusetts' island of Nantucket. 

During the course, students will tour the Ocean Star 

offshore drilling rig and museum located on Pier 20 of 
Galveston Island. 

The Ocean Star is a decommissioned, refurbished 
jackup offshore drilling rig. This type of rig is used in 
oceanographic oil production and exploration worldwide. 

The institute tour covers all offshore phases including 
scale models of drilling and production, exhibits on drill
ing, geology, marine seismic techniques, well servicing 
and produ~tion, the Ocean Star 's control room and vid
eos on ROV operations. 

"ROV institute students come to the Ocean Star for a 
day and get an overview of what it takes to drill a well. 
They go below deck and get to see the mud pumps and 
the diesel power generators," said David Munson, the 
Ocean Star's operations director. 

The ROV Institute is the only place in the western hemi
sphere wher.e this course is taught. About 20 students par
ticipate per 'session, with the next session beginning on 
Dec. 6. 

Financial aid may be available to qualified students 
interested in the ROV course. 

For more information contact the Institute of Remotely 
Operated Vehicles at (281) 535-3030 or visit their website 
at <www.irov.com> You also can call the COM Workforce 
Development at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 {888) 258-
8859, Ext. 406. 
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Walk-A-Thong raises 
funds for scholarships 

· By MATI TASLER 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland hosted an all-club sponsored 
Walk-A-Thong Saturday Oct. 30 at 9 a.m. Donations from 
the event went toward student scholarships. 

The event raised close to $900 and more than 30 people _ 
were involved in the three-mile walk. Participating teams 
paid a $10 entry fee. Prizes and trophies were awarded to 
the winners. 

The following companies donated gift certificates as 
door prizes for the event: Busy Bee Cafe, Casa Ole, Ho
tel Galvez, Kelley's Country Cookin', Luna's Mexican 
Restaurant, Moody Gardens, O'Brien's Cafe, Outback 
Steak House, Pizza Hut, Rosario's Italian Restaurant, 
Schlotzsky's Deli, The Hampton Inn, The Hop, The Ol
ive Garden, The Reef Seafood House, Village Pizza and 
Seafood and Walmart. Texas Star Video donated enough 
free video rentals that all participants received one. Re
freshments for the participants were provided by local 
community businesses. 

The Student Activities Board, COM Amigos, OAAC 
and Students for Christ were the COM clubs that partici
pated in the event. The Admissions Team also entered a 
team. 

Twenty-seven door prizes were given to participants. 
Students for Christ raised the most club money. Dana 
Ortega raised $140.50, which was the highest total for an 
individual. Students for Christ also had the most partici
pants in the walk with 13 adults and two children. 

For m9re information regarding future events call ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll-free°l (888) 258-8859. You may speak 
with Jeanette Slaughter OAAC sponsor at Ext. 422 or 
Tammy Stafford, Students for Christ sponsor at Ext. 417. 
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Campus Life 

Members of the OAAC gather with their trophy after placing second in the La Marque Fair on the Square Parade 
float contest. Members are (back, from left)Tashiba Bryant, secretary; Shalis Gordon; Chevon Mahoney, trea
surer; Alicia Lemons Kym Nolley, vice president; Tammie Letroise, vice treasurer; (front from left) Dana Ortiz, 
Labia Wanda, and Schon Brooks, president. (Photo by Jeanette Slaughter) 

OAAC plans fund-raiser, multi-college tour 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

The Organization of African American Culture of Col
lege of the Mainland is "dedicated to promoting African
American culture through education, information and rec
ognition that exceeds awareness beyond the campus and 
community," said Jeanette Slaughter, OAAC sponsor. 

The club's new sponsor is a familiar face at COM. 
Slaughter, who became sponsor this fall replacing An
thony Hawkins, was a full-time police officer at COM 
from September 1988 to September 1997. She currently 
is a part-time officer and also works the front desk in the 
Gym. 

The OAAC will hold a barbecue dinner sale sponsored 
by Grand Prize Barbeque Nov. 12. OAAC members will 
be out on campus and in the community with barbecue 
dinner order forms. The dinne,r will consist of a chipped 
beef sandwich and side orders. On Nov. 20, the OAAC 
will participate in the campus rummage sale in the cam
pus Parking Lot A. They also will participate in a food 
drive at local grocery stores. 

In March the OAAC will participate in the Black Heri
tage College Tour from March 13-17. The tour, available 
to COM students and staff, will be $279 per person. This 
cost includes mund-trip charter bus, hotel accommoda
tions and taxes and tours. Deadline for registration is Jan. 
24 in the Gym. 

Tour members will visit sites, such as Southern Uni
versity in Baton Rouge, La; Alabama State University in 
Montgomery, Ala.; Spelman University in Atlanta, Ga.; 

Clark University in Atlanta, Ga.; Jackson State Univer
sity in Jackson, Miss.; Dillard University in New Orleans, 
La.; Tuskegee University in Tuskegee, Ala.; Morehouse 
University in Atlanta, Ga.; Morris Brown University in 
Atlanta, Ga.; and Grambling State University in 
Grambling, La. ' 

The tour also will visit historical sites such as The Kings 
Center and Gravesite in Atlanta, the Birmingham Civil 
Rights Museum and Ebenezer Church. 

The OAAC began their year by offering snowcones and 
face painting at the Fall Welcome.Kickoff/Club Day. They 
ended September participating in the La Marque Fair on 
the Square parade. The club placed second in the float 
contest. 

In October the OAAC held a car wash in Texas City 
that .raised more than $200. On Oct. 22 the club along 
with the local chapter of the NAACP held a fund-raiser 
dance in the COM Student Center. The OAAC also par
ticipated in the La Marque Independent School District 
Homecoming parade Oct. 28 and ·held a La Marque Home
coming dance fund-raiser. The organization, along with 
Students for Christ hosted a three-mile Walk-A-Thong 
fund-raiser around Lake Eckert to raise money for club 
member scholarships and club activities, · 

The OAAC was first established in 1978 as the Black 
Women's Association. In 1984, the BWA became the 
Black Student Union, which in 1989 became the OAAC. 

For more information about joining the OAAC, the or
dering barbecue dinner or attending the college tour, con
tact Slaughter at (409) 938-1211, or toll free 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 422. 

Former COM students win UHCL scholarships 
Fifty-three area community college students are among 

those receiving University of Houston scholarships for 
the 1999-2000 year. 

Award recipients from College of the Mainland are 
Clairese Carlson and Susan Root, Achievement Scholar
ship; Heather Ostendorf, Cullen Leadership Award Schol
arship; Arturo Leyva, Katherine Rodriquez and Jennifer 
Walker, Goalstetter Scholarship; Misty Wilcken, Phi Theta 
Kappa Award Scholarship; and Serna Beavers, Joyceen 
Collins, Mark Hinchee, Rose Jenkins and Tina Thorne, 
Stellar Scholar Scholarship. 

The Achievement AwarsJ Scholarship is given to stu
dents who demonstrate overcoming obstacles in life.The 

Gavel Leadership Award, Cullen Leadership Award Schol
arship and the Phi Theta Kappa Award Scholarship are 
given to students who demonstrate leadership service. The 
Goalsetter Award and the Stellar Scholar Scholarships are 
given to students who demonstrate academic ability. 

Awards also were given to students at the following 
colleges: Alvin Community, Galveston, Houston Com
munity, Lee Community, San Jacinto Central, San Jacinto 
South, San Jacinto North, and Wharton County Junior. 
The fall 2000 scholarship deadline is June 1. For more 
information, call Vicki Kirk in the University of Houston 
Clear-Lake Office of Enrollment Services at (281) 283-· 
2515 . 

Pronunciation guide 
to Spanish phrases 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

According to the preface in the Spanish/English Larouse 
Dictionary, more than 300 million people in some 20 coun
tries on both sides of the Atlantic speak Spanish. Span
ish, along with English, is one of the two most widely 
used languages worldwide. 

The Spanish alphabet is made up of the following 29 
letters: The first row is the letter, the second row is the 
name of the letter. 

a b C ch d e f g h 
ah beh ceh cheh deh eh effeh heh ahche ee 

j k ll m n 
hotah kah ehlleh ehyehp ehrnmeh ehnne 

fi 0 p q r rr s u 
ehnye oh peh koo ehreh ehrreh ehseh teh oo 

V 

ooveh 
X 

ehkiss 
y 

egreeagah 
z 

zetah 

Note: These are the names of letters not how they aFe 
pronounced in words. . 

Every letter is pronounced in Spanish except for the 
silent "h" as in hacha ( ahcha) {ax}, and the "u" in the 
groups qu (k), gue (ge), qui (ki) as in guerra (gerrah) 
{war}; unless it bears the diaresis; giiera (gwera) 
{blondie}. 

The following are common Spanish phrases along with 
pronunciation guide: 
Buenos dfas (Booehnos deeahs) - Good morning 
Buen dia (booehn deeah) - Good day. 
Como estas? (Komo ehstass) - How are you? 
Que tal (keh tahl) - casual form of how are you 

. Bien gracias (Biehn grahcias) - Fine, thank you. 
Buenas noches (Booehnahs nohches) - Good night/Good 
evening used at arriving as well as at departure. 

COM commemorates 
Chavez' fight for laborers 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland became a part of U.S. history 
on Oct. 14, 1987, when COM President LarryStanley_ 
introduced Cesar Chavez in the Leaming Resources Cen
ter Auditorium. 

Eighteen years prior to this historical visit, the cover 
on Time magazine bore the words "The Wrath of Grapes-
Mexican-Americans on the march," and a portrait of Cesar 
Chavez gave national recognition to this ordinary man 
with an extraordinary commitment to "la Causa" (the 
Cause), a life-long fight for the labor and human rights of 
farm workers in the United States. 

Cesar Estrada Chavez, or Cesar, as he was affection
ately known by those who knew him, was born March 
31, 1927, in Arizona's Gila Valley. His grandfather, 
Cesario Chavez, and his grandmother, Dorotea, both from 
Chihuahua, Mexico, bought a farm in the Arizona desert. 

Cesar's parents, Librada and Juana Chavez cultivated 
the farm after the rest of the family including Cesar's 
grandparents moved away. They also owned a store, a 
garage and a pool hall. 

Juana inspired Cesar's ~elief in nonviolence. She in 
structed with "dichos" (proverbs). "It is best to tum the 
other cheek," she would say. "God gave you senses, like 

See Union Page 11 



Union leader Chavez 
rallies farm workers 
Continued from Page 10 ----------
your eyes.and mind, so that you can get out of anything." 
This quote is from the book, The Fight in the Fields, by 
Susan Ferris and Ricardo Sandoval. 

The stock market crash of 1929 took its toll on the 
Chavez family. By 1932, many of their .customers had 
become destitute, so the Chavezes gave generously on 
credit to those less fortunate. Finally, unable to pay their 
own bills, the Chavezes were forced to sell their busi
nesses. 

The 1933 drought, which created the Oklahoma Dust 
Bowl also devastated the Chavez farm• in Arizona. Like 
the "Okies," as author John Steinbeck called them, and 
thousands of other Americans displaced by the Great De
pression, the Chavezes were forced off their land to be
come migrant workers in the California fields. 

Traversing the state with his family in search of crops, 
Cesar was enrolled in 36 different schools. He was forced 
to quit just after struggling to finish eighth grade so that 
he could work ·full time. Later when he organized the 
union, he persuaded young strikers to seek higher educa
tion, tell ing them that they could help la Causa better if 
they had a degree. 

Cesar, his wife Helen and activist Dolores Huerta, went 
to Delano, Calif, in 1962 to organize "el Movimiento" 
(the Movement) which he called the National Farm Work
ers Association. 

In September 1965, Filipino grape workers started the 
Delano grape strike and were joined by Mexicans and 
Chicanos (Mexican Americans) under Cesar's leadership. 
This was the genesis of the "Wrath of Grapes Boycott." 

In March 1966, Cesar led a 300-mile march from Delano 
to Sacramento, Calif. to inspire farm workers to push the 
strike beyond the Delano boundries and to demand that 
Gov. Edmund Brown call a special session of the Legis
lature to enact a collective bargaining law for California. 
The march made national news, attracted thousands more 
supporters and resulted in a contract with a major grape 
grower. Cesar finished the march limping with blistered 
feet. 

Victories were sweet but not without a cost. Opponents 
to la Causa attacked picketers and overzealous police ar
rested and battered UFW members at the picket lines. The 
opposition went to any extreme to deter the union from 
becoming organized, even killing the picketers. Cesar was 
resolute to abide by his philosophy of nonviolence which 
was influenced by Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. 

Cesar was jailed many times for his involvement in La 
Causa, including a time on the 13th day of fasting to make 
the union commit to nonviolence. Two weeks later Cesar 
ended the fast because the message had gotten across to 
the union meml;>ers. 

Cesar engaged in another fast in 1971 to protest Ari
zona passing a law that outlawed boycotts and harvest 
strikes. Just before this fast, Cesar met with supporters, 
who doubted that the UFW would prevail against farmers 
in that conservative state. His supporters told him "no se 
puede, nose puede" (it can't be done, it can't be done), 
he responded "si se puede" (it can be done). 

Cesar 's concern with health problems among farm 
workers believed to be caused by pesticides used in the 
fields led him to spearhead a grape boycott in the 1980s. 

Half a century after the Chavezes were forced off their 
land to begin their perilous migrant journey, Cesar died 
at 69 of natural causes the evening of April 22, 1993. 

The man who was known as "the father of all 
Chicanos,"_the man whom Robert Kennedy called, "one 
of the heroic figures of our time," was buried in a plain 
unvarnished coffin. Ethel Kennedy comforted Cesar 's wife 
Helen during the funeral. 

President Clinton posthumously awarded the Presiden
tial Medal of Freedom to Cesar Chavez on Aug. 8, 1994. 

The Texas Legislature passed bill HB 316, which be
came effective Sept. 1, making March 31, Cesar Chavez 
Day, a state holiday. 

Ceasar Chavez 's legacy to all American ' js the belief 
that si se puede. 
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Firefighters learn valuable techniques 

COM Fire Protection Technology students prepare for hands-on training to reinforce their classroom in
struction at the Fire Fighters Academy. They practice techniques to hoist equipment to the upper stories of 
the LRC building. Some students on the ground check their equipment while others take advantage of a 
welcome break. The program prepares graduates to go into a variety of occupational opportunities, such as 
fire insurance inspector, municipal fire inspector, safety technician, fire department officer, training instruc
tor, state and federal civil service positions. Upon completion of the Basic Fire Fighter Academy course, 
graduates will be eligible to be evaluated by the Texas Commission <On Fire Prot~ction.(Photo by Elias de la 
Cerda Jr.) 

Illegal parkers warned 
Continued from Page 1 
be handled at the college or it can be issued with the Jus
tice of the Peace," said Officer Dendy, PoliceTeam leader. 
However, there is quite a difference in cost. 

For instance, a college citation could cost as little as 
$10, but if it were filed with the Justice of the Peace, the 
cost could be as much as $200 for the same offense, This 
should be of concern to individuals who have received 
more than one citation and haven ' t cleared them with the 
COM police, 

One of the most common complaints the Police Team 
receives is the illegal parking in handicapped parking 
spaces. Be advised, the handicap placard is issued to the 
handicapped individual, not to the vehicle. 

If the qualified person is not in the car at the time, the 
vehicle cannot be legally parked in a handicapped space," 

· Officer Dendy said. If the vehicle is illegally parked, the 
handicapped sticker could be revoked. Reissuing the sticker 
could be a lengthy process, and inconvienence to the handi
capped person. 

Also of concern is that cigarette butts have been found 
on the campus, especially around Lake Eckert. This is a 
posted tobacco free campus. "No chewing, or dipping is 
allowed,"officer Dendy emphasized. Smoking is allowed 
in private vehicles only. COM also has a law prohibiting 
littering. 

Annual Turkey Trot Nov. 12 
The 23rd Annual Turkey Trot Fun Run/Walk is set for 

Saturday, Nov. 20, 8 a.m. at College of the Mainland. 
Participants mu~t sign up by 10 p.m. , Friday, Nov. 12. 

Individuals may enter one of the 1/4-, 1-, 3- or 6-mile 
event. Awards will be given to the first and second place 
male and female contestants in the 1-, 3- and 6-mile 
event.and to the first place winner in each age division. 

The divisions are as follows: 14 years and younger, 15-
19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, and 60 and older. 

For more information, call ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 422 or come by the front desk of the Gym. 

Ne,v Millennium. Ne,v Skills. 

Prepare for the 21st Century with a 
degree from the 

University of Houston• Clear Lake 

Prepare for a career in health 
promotion/wellness and exercise 

direction with a B.S. in 
Fitness and Human Performance 

Make plans for Spring 2000 now -
Registration begins January 10 

Classes begin January 18 

Call today for an application 
and program information 

(281) 283-2517 
• University 

of Houston 
Clear Lake 

admissions@cl.uh.edu 
www.cl.uh.edu/admissions 
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The lnterCOM staff busily works on the November issue. Assistant Editor Elias de la Cerda Jr. (on left) conducts a 
phone interview while Mateo Soto, Joyce Cauley, Karen Odom, Pat Wheeler and Matt Tasler edit the copy and 
Professor Astrid H. Lowery assists Managing Editor Michael Navarro with pagination. (Photo by Murray Getz) 

All welco01e in beginning journalis01 
By KAREN ODOM 
Staff :Reporter 

"What, you mean we have to write?" is a common ques
tion expressed by the students in the beginning journal
ism course, COMM 2311. 

On the first day you have this uncertain feeling that 
maybe you stumbled into the wrong class. This cannot be 
for absolute beginners. In a bit of a daze, you pick which 
stories to write and from that moment on you are work
ing for the InterCOM paper as a staff member. 

"I learned far more doing it Gournalism) commercially 
than I did going to classes. And when I first came here, I 
wanted to make sure that the students had as good an edu
cation as my experience on the newspaper had given me," 
explains journalism Professor Astrid H. Lowery, who as 
a member of the Humanities Team also teaches an En
glish course each long semester. 

"I set out with the journalism class to make it a com
munity of us being all at the same level-a team-and I 
go by my first name," Lowery continues. "All the deci
sions are pretty much team-based decisions." 

From Day 1 it is more like having a job on an actual 
newspaper. However, with this job there are course lec
tures "which facilitate your being able to write," says 
Lowery, who has been teaching at College of the Main
land since August 1986. 

Other than editor and assistant editor, there are no spe
cialized jobs. Everyone gets a chance to try everything 
involved in putting a newspaper together, from writing 
individual stories to editing stories to the complete pro
duction of the paper. 

"It really teaches you how to work together as a team," 
Lowery says. She points out that as production begins it 
is not just your own story but the paper itself that be
comes the end product. Everybody works with the same 
objective: to make the paper a good one. Seeing the paper 

completed, holding the final product in your hand, know
ing that you worked on it from the beginning is an excit
ing feeling. 

The lnterCOM paper has won 31 awards from the Texas 
Intercollegiate Press Association. Since senior and four
year colleges also .compete, the lnterCOM has at differ
ent times been up against schools such as Southern Meth
odist University in Dallas. This last December the paper 
won nine awards, the highest number ever. 

"What I am most proud of," Lowery says, "is the fact 
that ea_ch succeeding newspaper is a better newspaper than 
the one before ... (and) all the innovations for making the 
paper better have come from the students." 

She ah;o is proud of her many students who have gone 
on to work on newspapers and in public relations. Michael 
Murphy, one of he first students, has been working as a 
Hoµston Chronicle sports reporter for inany years. Many 
of her former students have worked or are currently work
ing for the Texas City Sun, including Molly Lynch, Dale 
Dimitri, Rick Gilliam and Rodney Conley. Conley has 
also worked for the Conroe Courier and the Huntsville 
Item. Former student Eric Slocumb works in public rela
tions at Houston Industries. 

Lowery stresses that one of the important qualities of a 
good journalist is integrity. She looks to her students to 
deliver what they promise, to research their facts thor
oughly; and, if it is a matter of two sides, that the student 
asks both sides-. 

"I do like for us to laugh a lot," Lowery says. "I would 
hope that whatever I do, would make this enjoyable, be
cause it is hard work. But I want people to have fun." 

This is an excellent opportunity to learn and get real 
work experience on a newspaper. Being a journalist opens 
doors because you come into contact with people you 
might otherwise never meet. You have _the right to ask 
them questions and to discover what is behind their ev
eryday stories. 

Bethune memorial barbecue set for Nov. 14 
The_Texas City Fire Department wiHhold a fund-rais

ing barbecue in honor of Chief William Malcom Bethune 
and firefighter Craig Peterson, Sunday, Nov. 14, at 11:30 
a.m. at the Nessler Center, 1500 5th., Ave. N., Texas City. 
Dinners may be purchased for $6 per plate. 

Bethune was killed in the line of duty on Oct. 5, re
sponding to an emergency call. Peterson, who was inju-

• ted in the same acci\ient, has been transferred from the 

University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston to the 
Texas Institute of Rehabilitation in Houston. 

Proceeds from the dinner will be used to establish an 
educational endowment fund at College of the Mainland 
in honor of Bethune and to defray medical costs for 
Peterson. 

For more information contact the Fire Administration, 
1725 25th. St., North, Texas City, or call ( 409) 643-5700. 

s t 
By KAREN ODOM, Staff Reporter 
Photos by ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 

The social climate in the 1990s is such that people 
across the nation are concerned with the possibil
ity of mass shootings, such as the most recent ones 
in Seattle and Hawaii as well as the Columbine 
High School massacre. 

The fear that S<?mething this horrifying could hap
pen at COM or in our community led InterCOM to 
ask: What do you think could be done to preve~t 
mass shootings? 

PresidentLarry Stanley: 
It's a combination of 
things: better education in 
early childhood, better 
home environment, restric, 
tions on the use of firearms 
and restrictions on what 
kind of arms can be manu
factured and sold to the 
public. It will take a com
bination of all those. 

Cathy Sarrazin: 
One thing, limit access that 
children have to guns. 
Teen-agers might not act 
on their feelings if they 
dido 't have access to guns. 

Charles de tzBoisblanc: 
No easy answer. In our · 
free society sick people 
will always find a means 
to harm others. 

Robert Zepeda: 
Keep trying to limit the 
guns out there. 

Kay Winwood: 
Some form of gun con
trol. Some sort of mea
sure to how many guns 
are out there. Parents need 
to know more of what 
their kids are doing. I have 
five. Make the attempt to 
know what is going on 
with them. 

Kathryn Klepak: 
Gun control efforts. There 
has to be some kind of rais
ing of public awareness. 
Children need to be com
municated with. 

Mandie Testa: 
Mandatory that you have 
to go through psychiatric 
evaluation when you get 
your driver's license. 

Karen Dutt: 
Put ametaldetectorat ev
ery building entrance. 

.. 
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Threat on campus 
leaves man jailed 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

Newspapers and magazines all over the nation report a 
drop in crime. Yet, on any_given day one is likely to read 
about another incident of violence at a place of work or 
even at an educational institution. Just when you think it 
cannot happen here, you are hit with the realization that · 
the violent social climate of the '90s can manifest itself at 

•- any public place at any time. 
The day before Thanksgiving this grim reality hit home 

at College of the Mainland when Kathryn Klepak, Hu
man Resources director at COM, received terroristic 
threats from a former COM employee. 

On the afternoon of Wednesday, Nov. 24, Klepak was 
walking to Parking Lot B when she was approached by 
Clayton Brown. 

Brown had recently been terminated from his job in 
Computer Information Systems. He came on campus with 
his wife to re1rieve his personal belongings. And waited 
in his vehicle while his wife picked up his belongings. 
-Mr" mwn '""" ~""(''l f!!r.;,.,i h;• ('('r,A PoJi,•P {)ffirer 

Vernette Jones. 
According to COM Police Officer Joe Green, Brown 

approached Klepak in Parking Lot B and "threatened her 
and told her to run." 

Klepak ran to the Administration Building where sev
eral other employees comforted her and gathered to learn 

, ,.,,. (,"':t, dho Joe Green wa,,t on a chase through the streets of Texas City to arrest 
a would be assailant. The chase ended on Interstate 45 and Delaney Road. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

what had taken place. "She came running from the park
. ing lot trying to flag somebody down," Rina Andreade 
said. "He threatened her life." 

Andreade; a student assistant in the Admissions Office, 

was sitting in front of the Administration Building as the 
situation unfolde9 in the parking lot. 

In the meantime, Green went to talk to Brown who was 

See Toddler Page 3 

Social, political wall allows COM to express views 
ByMICHAELNAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

A Social and Political Commentary board was recently 
placed on the Social and Behavioral Sciences Team wall 
in the Learning Resources Center next to Suite A 

The wall was an effort by the Social and Behavioral 
Sciences Team to give students, faculty, staff and visitors 
of College of the Mainland the chance to write their opin
ions about political, philosophical and social issues. 

COM art student, Rhonda Gould won honorable men
tion for her photograph "Hesitant Chill" exhibited at 
UHCL. (photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

An influence was the fact that COM student Dustin 
Pickering was caught writing graffiti on various places 
throughout the campus. 

"It all started from the fact that I put up fliers but some
one kept taking them down," Pickering said. He then re
sorted to writing _graffiti in various locations throughout 
the campus. His work was found in the LRC elevator and 
the men's bathroom nearby, as well as on the bench in 
front of the Student Center. Pickering was caught by the 
COM Police Team. 

According to COM Police Officer Arbry Clifton, the 
Police Team decided to refer the matter to Alex Pratt, act
ing dean of Student Instruction who said Pickering's·pun
ishment has not yet been documented but he is paying for 
the chemicals used to clean off the graffiti. 

The board was set up the week after Thanksgiving break 
and has caused a big response from students and faculty. 
The board was almost filled the week after its creation. 
-According to Pickering, the team plans to expand the 
board further down the LRC hall. 

Art student wins honorable mention 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland art student Rhonda Gould won 
honorable mention for her photograph, "Hesitant Chill" 
in the Houston Area Community College Student Art Ex
hibit at the University of Houston-Clear Lake. 

The exhibit which ran from Oct. 10 to Dec. 10, show
cased photographs, ceramics, drawings, paintings and 
mixed media, which is a combination of any of the previ
ous )isted mediums. Three hundred eighty-one works of 
art were submitted, the most ever. Eighty-five of them 
were ac.cepted. A first, second and third place award as 
well as three honorable mentions were awarded to exhi
bition competitors. 

Gould's photo "Hesitant Chill" is a black and white 

close-up picture of Gould's 8-year-old niece with-her arms 
crossed over her chest. The high contrast photo is of a 
girl with damp hair and shadows covering the right side 
of her face. The girl's expression is one of worry, fear or 
caution from which Gould derived the portrait's name. 

"The pictures I am most happy with are the ones I get 
by accident." Gould's niece originally thought that Gould 
was going to take a piGture of her dressed up. The end 
result in "Hesitant Chill" was far from the original inient. 
Gould had told her niece to take a shower before the pic
ture session because the girl had been outside playing. 
When Gould noticed her niece was finished, she asked to 
see how she looked and decided to take pictures of her 
with a damp look. "I liked it ("Hesitant Chill") because it 
looks like it is a movie clip." 

See Photographer Page 7 
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Fabian Sifuentes (standing) acts as the master of ceremonies at the Christmas Carol-off contest during ,the 
Holiday Party held Dec. 2 in the Student Center during College Hour. Contest winners are (front) Melcreshia 
Pettewai, Tequalla Barker, (back) Tamara Gordon, Naomi Grimaldo and Denise Steen. They performed 
several carols but won the contest with an impromtu rendition of "I'll be home for Christmas." A mem
ber of another group, Crystal Callis, is at far left. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

Writer: students not using campus services 
Dear InterCOM Editor, 

The Student Activities Board, a student organization at 
College of the Mainland, organizes events for students 
on campus. Our budget, as well as other student organi
zations' budgets, is taken from fees paid by all credit stu
dents at registration. These student fees can be looked 
upon as taxes because, like taxes, you are going to have 
to pay them. When it comes to taxes, everyone wants some 
sort of representation when it comes to where all of this 
money goes. If you look at the student fees that you have 
to pay, as you would look at taxes, you., might start won
dering where all that money is going. You would be sur
prised how many people_do not wonder about this. This 
leads to a question that is very hard to answer. Why are 
more students not taking advantage of the activities and 
services provided by the various student organizations 
on campus? 

I cannot speak for other organizations' meeting times; 
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however, the Student Actiyities Board meets every Tues
day during College Hour. the meeting is held during Col
lege Hour because there are no classes in session during 
that time. The Tuesday meeting is canceled only when an 
SAB-sponsored event occurs at the same time. Attempts 
have been made to have meetings at night for night stu
dents. Unfortunately, the·y have been :1.1nsuccessful. These 
meetings are open to all credit students. If you want your 

. voice to be heard concerning the allocation of your stu
dent fees, this is your chance. There are scholarship op
portunities available for participation in SAB. 

If you cannot make the meetings, you can still enjoy 
the events we sponsor. We recently had a national ven
triloquist come to our campus to perform free for students. 
There is usually one party a month, during College Hour, 
where we offer free food and drinks. We always have music 
at these parties. If you are not thrilled with the food, you 
can always stay for the music. For night students, we of
fer free coffee and snacks once a month. If there is a par
ticular event you want, let a member of SAB know about 
it. We are always looking for new ideas and new faces. 

Fabian Sifuentes 
Student Activities Board president 

Letters to the Editor policy: lnterCOM welcomes all 
letters. Make letters brief and to the point including a 
name and daytime telephone number for verification. We 
reserve thf right to edit all letters for length, grammar, 
spelling and libelous content. letters to the Editor will 
be printed on a space-available basis. letters may also 
be sent via e-mail to <lntercom_Editor@hotmail.com>. 

Education, not religion 
school's responsibility .-1~~ 

As we stand on the threshold of the new millennium, 
religious groups converge to a common battle ground: 

. ' public schools. · 
When public schools are turned into an arena for reli

gious debate, the quality of education suffers. 
Presently public schools are having difficulty meeting 

the challenge of carrying out their primary responsibili
ties: to provide quality education and to create in the young 
citizens the cognition of the value of education. 

Historically, religious groups reach a point of near hys
teria during transitional periods such as the millennium. 

Public schools are targeted by religious groups because 
schools are the ideal places to influence social attitudes. 

Emerging into the public school religion-debate arena 
are not only the traditional American Christia~ groups, 
but also more peculiar groups out of a multicultural soci
ety. The possibilities are alarming. 

_Some of these groups may practice rituals which are 
not compatible with our country's basic moral concepts 
and if not careful, the schools could become a circus for 
ritualistic performers. 

If one group is allowed to practice religious rituals 
(Bible reading is ritualistic in nature), then, by law, all 
other groups would be allowed to practice their faith re
gardless of how farfetched these rituals may appear to the 
more conservative Christians. 

To allow prayer in public schools would be to give in 
to the Christian zealots, . that while professing to seek 
equality, will impose control over the spiritual growth of 
our youth. 

Religion often has a tunnel-vision effect on some be
lievers. Each group believes it holds the truth and that 
everyone else is wrong. 

Throughout history, many atrocities have been carried 
out around the world in the name of religion. Christianity 
has been relentless in its effm:t to Christianize our gov
ernment. Introducing prayer and Bible reading in public 
schools would be a major step toward this goal. 

The founders of the American republic were eager to 
protect it from the conflict that made Europe a killing 
ground for centuries. Consider the inhumanities carried 
out by the Pilgrims on the natives of this continent. 

" ... our civil rights have no dependence on our religious 
opinions anymore than our opinions in physics or geom
etry," Thomas Jefferson wrote in 1776. 

Allowing a religious group, such as Christians to prac
tice their faith in public schools would create a stampede 
from all other religious groups that have been waiting for 
the opportunity to ri_cruit new members. 

To ensure complete detachment from religious dogma 
and rituals, public schools could include comparative re
ligion and philosophy as part of the curricula. 

Extremists will dispute the validity of such an approach, 
but what better way to avert flare-ups than to teach reli

, gion in schools with a more objective focus than it is pres
ently viewed by a few narrow-minded individuals. 

Understanding the powerful influence that religiori has 
on human lives is imperative in harnessing this power to 
prevent mass corruption. This kind of power can be greatly 
destructive in the wrong hands. Would you have liked for 
David Koresh to lead your school in prayer? 

Religious beliefs belong in special places: churches. 
Religion has not demonstrated a benefit to mankind in 

any other way than to create controversy and conflict in 
societies. Our schools are already plagued with too many 
social problems. To add religion to the equation would be 
to compound these problems. 
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Join the InterCOM team 
By KAREN ODOM 
Staff Reporter , 

What's behind the headline? 
Learn what it takes to write a good story, how to get the 

facts and get your message across. Enroll now in College 
of the Mainland's introductory journalism course COMM 
2311.01. This is more than just a lecture course. You get 
hands-on experience putting a newspaper together from 
-beginning to end. Take this opportunity to work as a real 
staff reporter on the student newspaper and see your by-
line in print. · 

This course is open to anyone. If you are up to some 
tough but rewarding work and would like to be a member 
of a newspaper team, this course will challenge you. 

News Gathering & Writing I, COMM 2311.01, the class 
meets Mondays and Wednesdays at 12:30-3:20 p.m. Con-_ 
current enrollment in the production lab COMM 1129.01 
required. (Production Lab is time spent working on the 
paper and has no set schedule.) All credit earned is fully 
transferable to a university. 

For more information call journalism Professor Astrid 
H. Lowery, at College of the Mainland (409) 938-1211, 
or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 314, or e-mail 
<alowery@mail.mainland.cc.tx.us>. 

Toddler found after police chase through Texas City 
Continued from Page 1 

still in Parking Lot B. "I signaled for him to come toward 
me and he got in his vehicle and fled," Green said. 

As Brown took off in his white '99 Dodge four-wheel
drive vehicle, Green ran to his patrol car that was parked 
in front of the Administration Building. He made a U
turn and stopped long enough to pick up Jones which is 
normal procedure. "I was not gojog to appregend him by 
myself," Green said. _ 

Brown had about a three-minute head start out of the 
parking lot. "The chase took about 10 minutes," Green 
said. 

The chase, which began on Amburn Road, took them 
through several streets with Brown speeding and at times 
cutting off other drivers and driving off the road. 

"He was driving recklessly," Jones said. 
The two officers managed to remain calm during the 

chase so as ~ot to endanger other drivers. "I did not fol-

low him so close to cause him to endanger himself," Green 
said, maintaining that he kept close enough not to lose 
Brown, yet not so close as to cause him to put other lives 
in danger. 

The chase ended at Interstate 45 and Delaney Road. 
"He just drove across from the left lane to the shoulder, 
pulled over and stopped on the shoulder," Green said. 

Jones and Green-- took up a-positiorr behind Brown's , 
vehicle. They instructed him to throw the car keys out of 
his window; then Jones apprehended him with no further 
resistance. "He complied with all our commands," Jones 
said. 

Once they had Brown in custody the officers found a 
surprise in Brown's vehicle. The Browns' 18-month-old 
baby was secured in a car seat. 

·Green and Jones remained at the scene until Mrs. Brown 
came to recover the toddler. "Where is my baby," she 
said when she arrived at the site. 

Mrs. Brown asked to talk to her husband, and Green 
approved. But Brown was not interested in talking to her. 
"Get away from me," he yelled at his wife. 

Brown was taken into custody and transported to COM's 
police station for processing, and then was transferred to 
the .Galveston County Jail where he was held in a medical 
unit and later moved to a regular detention block. He was · 
charged with--maki-ng·terroristic 'threats and evading ar-· 
rest, both class "B" misdemeanors. Bond was set at $500 
for each offense. A court date is still pending. 

The actions of the COM police officers in neutralizing 
the situation was exemplary. They did everything "by the 
book." Thomas Dendy, COM Police Team leader, said: "I 
had informed our officers to keep alert around the Ad
ministration Building, especially during the holidays." 

ft is reassuring to know that while this sort of thing can
not always be predicted, one can count on a steadfast, well
trained, COM police force to provide protection. 

Counseling, career training, job placement -available at COM 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

One of the most overlooked services at College of the 
Mainland, is the Counseling, Testing and Job Placement 
Center located on the second floor of the Student Center. 
The center focuses on three areas of concern to students. 

Counselors, Leroy August and Dr. Althea Choates, help 
COM students make career decisions through one-on-one 
discussions or career testing. They assist students with 
degree plans and help them choose courses that transfer 
to universities. The counselors also help students resolve 
personal issues that may i~terfere with.scholastic perfor
mance. 

The center also administers various tests to students. 
The Appraisal, CLEP, Credit by Examination and GED 
tests are offered. All new students must take the appraisal 
test, called the Accuplacer, to enroll at COM.Accuplacer 
also may be used as a TASP alternative. 

The appraisal test determines students' skill levels and 
helps determine which classes, such as developmental 
reading, writing or math, students need. 

The CLEP test is a nationally administered test that of
fers students the opportunity to receive credit for a course 
that is transferrable to any college. 

Credit by Examination allows students to test for COM 
credits which are not necessarily transferrable but may 
be needed for a certain field of study. 

GED tests also-are administered in the Counseling Cen
ter. Students can enroll at COM before completing their 
GED tests as long as they finish their tests before the end 
of the semester in which they participate. 

Students enrolled in the COM distance education 
classes held in conjunction with Galveston College may 
take their tests in the COM counseling center. The testing 
center also offers correspondence tests, the national nurs
ing exam, and trade and licensing certification. 

The GED, CLEP and Credit by Examination tests are 
available by appointment only. All other tests are avail
able to students by walk-in Monday through Thursday 
beginning at 9 a.m. ,. 

Job placiment ,;oJfers a service that_ assists students in 
finding part-time and full-time employment," August said. 
Community members not attending COM also may use 
the job placement service. Prospective applicants must 
register with the center and submit a resume. The resume 
then is sent to local businesses who, if interested in the 
applicant, will contact job placement. Job placement then 
contacts the applicants. 

The Counseling, Testing and Job Placement Center also 
houses two other services useful to students. 

The Univ.ersity Transfer Center has information for 
inost Texas universities. Catalogs, transfer information, 
general information and video tours are available for stu
dent use. 

The Career Library also located in the Student Center 

contains videos, audio tapes, pamphlets, magazines and 
various other printed media describing career choices 
available to students. Students can access occupational 
briefs which are concise booklets detailing their desired 
fielcl. The,briefs are organized in a file cabinet in a nu
merical system that is accessed by a booklet containing a 
list of occupations and code numbers corresponding to 
them. 

Both the University Transfer Center and the Career Li
brary have computers with two interactive programs, Guid
ance Information System and Career Ware: Choices. These 
programs aid students with career and · college choices. 
The programs have access to college locations and pro
grams, such as scholastics and financial aid, offered any
where in the United States. The programs also help stu- -
dents choose a field of study. 

The services are designed to help students accurately 
assess their academic, career and vocational goals to help 
them better decide on a career plan. , 

Counseling, Testing and Job Placement hours are Mon
days 8 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.; Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.; and Wednesdays and Fridays, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

For more information, contact the center at (409) 938-
1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 287 for August 
and Ext. 320 for Dr. Choates. For testing contact Rose 
Minor, testing coordinator, at Ext. 324 or Bea Samuels, 
assistant examiner, at Ext. 568. For job placement contact 
Babette Jammer at Ext. 399. 
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Noted sociologists talks 
on heal~ng_by humor 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

Take a "poor black girl" out of the slums, give her an 
education and what do you have? Black, beautiful and 
brilliant is the best way to describe Dr. Bertice Berry. 

Add humor to the list of traits and you have a dynami
cally funny, yet poignant lecturer. Dr. Berry's "Humor and 
Music for Healing" lecture was the last of the four fall 
lecture series on Body, Mind, Spirit: Healing Through the , 
Arts presented by Galveston College. 

Dr. Berry received her doctorate in sociology at age 26. 
She graduated magna cum laude from the University of 
Florida at Jacksonville. She spoke to faculty, staff, stu
dents and members of the Galveston community about 
humor and music (songs) as healing tools for individual 
and collecthl'e social problems. 

"You need to have one good gut-wrenching laugh a 
day," she said, as she dished out a healthy dose of banter 
to the standing-room-only audience in the Galveston Col
lege Performing Arts Auditorium Nov. 17, which holds 
approximately 150 people. 

Dr. Berry opened her lecture by singing an inspiring 
African-American gospel song. She talked about how 
from the beginning she has used humor as part of the arts 
in healing. "If you touch a person's emotions while ·you 
teach them, you can reach them better." She also talked 
about society as a whole taking responsibility for its own 
problems. 

Her lecture addressed such social problems as racism 
and the Columbine High School massacre. 

Dr; Berry said she cares for her sister's children. Her 
sister is a crack cocaine abuser. "We are all directly or 
indirectly responsible for my sister's cocaine problem," 
she said to the audience who seemed to understand and 
agree with her statement. 

Using jokes and poignant phrases, she spoke to the au
dience about social problems dealing with adult and 
children's roles in contemporary society. "It takes a vil
lage to raise a child," she said, "but we can't raise a healthy· 
child if the village is sick." 

Dr. Berry said in order to change the child we need to 
change the adult. "Some of the symptoms that the village 
is sick are evident when the child starts to take on the ,, 
roles of the adult." She spoke about her own family and 

Dr. Carlisle B. Rathburn Ill, president of Galveston College talks with Dr. Bertice Berry after her lecture "Humor 
and Music for Healing." This was the last lecture in the fall series on Body, Mind and Spirit: Healing Through the 
Atts. "You touched my soul," Dr. Rathburn said to Dr. Berry. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

some of the challenges her teen-aged childref! face. 
With a string of one-liners, such as "I don't drink. I'm 

a woman in the land of the brave and the free. I don't 
need any more illusions," she conveyed to the audience 
the powerful message that our attitudes as a society must 
change in order for us to have peace. She also placed the 
responsibility of looking after the welfare of children on 
all adults. "Take .care of the children," she sa1d. "Just be
cause they are not yours, does not mean they don't be
long to you." 

"The chains on our wrists are not as strong as the chains 
on our minds," she said. 

Dr. Berry gaye a compelling message to an audience 
moved to both laughter and tears about how those wqo 
serve also are those in _charge. She told stories about her 
childhood when her mother provided all the basic needs 
such as cooking and cleaning and also was in charge of 

her children's spiritual well-being. The message was 
clearly directed to those in leadership positions. 

"Very often your job is to make the way, not get in the 
way," she said. 

Dr. Berry closed her lecture by singing "Redemption," 
a song by Bob Marley and the Wailers. Many in the audi
ence sang along. 

Her latest book Redemption Song which will be out in 
January is a love story that talks about understanding one's 
history and about reading books and how they can influ
ence a person's life. 

Dale Taylor, Galveston College English instructor co
ordinated and handled all the major planning for the se
ries. "This particular lecture was designed to wrap up the 
series," Taylor said. Her lecture put the concept of heal
ing the mind, body and spirit through humor and music in 
perspective. 

Adjunct biology Professor Wilde will be full tim.~ in spring 

After teaching as an adjunct instructor this fall, Shawn 
Barwick Wilde will become a full-time biology profes
sor in spring. . (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

By MATT TASLER 
Staff Reporter 

Shawn Barwick Wilde, a new biology professor, came 
to College of the Mainland in the fall and will become 
full-time this spring. 

Wilde was born and raised in Charlotte, N.C. , but moved 
from Charlotte to Temple in January 1997. 

While living in Temple, Wilde worked on a postdoctoral 
fellowship at the clinical campus ofTexasA&M College 
of Medicine in the psychiatry and behavioral science de
partment. She also taught neurochemistry and psychop
harmacology at Texas A&M. 

During this timt: she was an adjunct faculty member at 
McLenna11 Community College in Waco and Temple Col
lege in Temple. She taught Anatomy and Physiology I 
and II at both colleges. She also taught Introduction to 
Pharmacology at McLennan. 

"I absolutely love teaching here," she says. "COM is a 
wonderful place to teach" because "it is student oriented." 
She added, "I like c.ommunity college teaching better be
cause it allows for more interaction with students." 

Wilde was in graduate school in North Carolina when 
she met her husband Jim. He was not in school at the time , 
but was working on a fellowship. They were married in 
North Carolina in August 1998. She joined him in 

Galveston in January. 
Her husband has a doctorate in pharmacology and toxi

cology and currently is involved in asthma research stud
ies in the Allergy and Immunology divisiM at the Uni
versity of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston. 

Since moving to the Galveston area, Wilde has taught 
as an adjunct professor at Galveston College, San Jacinto 
College-South and COM. . 

During the spring and fall semesters of this year she 
taught at COM and San Jacinto-South. She also taught at 
Galveston College during the summer. 

As a full-time COM faculty member, she will teach 
General Biology 1408 in spring. 

Wilde enjoys spending time with her husband and their. 
11-month-old puppy Frodo at the beach. 

Wilde is interested in medical research and enjoys read
ing about new medical breakthroughs published in medi
cal journals. 

In her spare time, she enjoys watching videos and go
ing to the movies. Some of her favorite movies are For
est Gump, Sleepy Hollow and the Star Trek series. She is 
currently working on completing her collection of Disney 
movies. She enjoys COM and looks forward to becom-
ing a full-time professor. , 

Wilde stated that she takes pride in her teaching skills 
because "cultivating interests in students is a lot of fun." 



Baker, new professor 
at COM cosmetology 
By JOYCE CAULEY 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland cosmetology department 
has gained a new professor. 
· Elaine Baker came to COM as an adjunct instructor in 
January and was offered a full-time teaching position be
ginning this fall. 

A native Houstonian, Baker grew up in the Gulfgate 
area in southeast Houston, the youngest of three children. 

"Being the only girl and the baby in the family, you 
could say I was a little spoiled," Baker said, laughing. 

After graduating from Jesse H. Jones High School in 
1974, she was unsure about what she wanted to do about 
her future; she wasn't interested in college at that time. 

"I became a hairdresser quite by accident," Baker said. 
"l always had a talent for doing my own hair and some of 
my friends were going to beauty college, so I decided to 
join them. It was really a fluke." 

She studied cosmetology at DeLynn's Beauty College 
in Houston and became a hairdresser in 1977. 

The slender, dark-haired Baker owned and managed her 
own hair salon, Hair Effects, in Bellaire for 18 years. 

During this time she began to think seriously about a 
college education and about teaching. After careful con
sideration, she sold her business in 1996 and later enrolled 
at San Jacinto College to study for her instructor's certifi
cate. 

"Prior to teaching at COM, I was an educator at a com
pany called K.M.S., which manufactures hair products," 
she said. 

Baker teaches Mondays through Fridays, 8:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m., which includes both morning and afternoon 
theory classes. Her client days are Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays, 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Client days give the students an opportunity to practice 
their skills under the watchful eye of one of the instruc
tors. Students must have 500 actual hours of training, 
which includes theory classes and working on mannequins, 
prior to working with clients. 
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Elaine Baker, COM's new cosmetology professor, looks on while a student works on a client at the Cosmetology 
Lab located in the Appomattox Square across the street from the Texas City campus. Baker was an adjunct 
Instructor from January to August. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

The cosmetology building is located in Appomattox 
Square across the street from the college campus on 
Amburn Road. 

Some of COM's employees and students as well as the 
public are among the clients who take advantage of the 
department's full line of services, which includes hair
cuts, perms and hair coloring as well as manicures, pedi
cures and sculptured nails. 

Weaving her way through the busy salon monitoring 
procedures, Baker has a friendly manner and an infec
tious smile for both clients and students. 

In addition to teaching, Baker also attends evening 
classes at COM pursuing an associate of arts degree. She 
acknowledges it will take her several years to complete 
her degree because of other priorities, which include her 

family and their activities. 
Baker lives in Alvin on 25 acres of land with her hus

band, Kerry, her 14-year-old son, Ryan, six dogs and two 
cats. "Wi~h 25 acres, there's plenty of room for animals," 
Baker said. ... 

She likes to attend her son's schot>I and sports activi-
ties and is active in the youth group at her church. 

In her spare time, Baker enjoys working on photo al
bums, craft projects and reading Christian novels. 

When asked what she plans to do after she receives her 
degree, Baker flashed a quick smile and stated emphati
cally, "(I plan to) stay right here." 

For information about the cosmetology lab services or 
to make an appointment, call ( 409) 938-8607- or ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-5589, Ext. 480. 

COM students voice their concerns to administrators Nov. 18 

Bennie Boles, a COM Police Academy cadet, addresses 
the Student Concerns Forum Thursday, Nov. 18, dur
ing College Hour. His concern Is over the quality of the 
physical training at the academy. Boles is satisfied 
with the lecture portion of the program. He directs 
comments to Dr. Henry Pope, dean of College and 
Financial Services. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

. . .. ~ 

BY PAT WHEELER 
Staff Reporter 

The Student Concerns Forum which was held Nov. 18 
gave College of the Mainland students the opportunity to 
speak directly with COM President Larry L. Stanley, Dean 
Henry Pope and Acting Dean Alex Pratt. However, the 
forum had a minimal student turnout. 

COM student Rosanne Gorny was concerned that the 
picnic benches located outside the Learning Resources 
Center are not accessible to the handicapped. She asked 
whether one of the benches could be cut away to make 
way for wheelchairs. The administrators said they would 
look into it. 

Gorny also said she had applied to the college through 
the mail, and when she came to have her ID picture taken, 
she faced a delay because the machine must take two sepa
rate pictures before they can be removed. She had to wait 
until another person had a picture made before she could 
receive her ID. She asked if something could be done to 
eliminate the delay. Dean Pope answered that if the ID 
needed to be presented at the library, or some other de
partment, the staff would recognize that her picture would 
be coming and would ma~e allowances until ·she could 
present it ' 

Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and Student Ac
tivities coordinator, said a new system is in the works but 
that even a sticker or decal would need to be handed to 
the student personally. Under the new system the picture 
will be valid for one year, but not any longer because the 
ID could become ragged. Once the ID is entered into the 
computer it would be validated every other semester, 
which would make the process quicker. 

Nathan Chernnecke, who is a veteran of the U.S. armed 

forces, questioned the competence of the Student Finan
cial Aid staff whose help he needed to obtain his benefits. 
He said he qualified under the Army College Fund, a part 
of the GI Bill of Rights, but the clerks had no idea what 
he was talking about. He said he should have been re
ceiving $800 a month for IO hours of credit. He was tak
ing 13 hours but only qualified for $600. After attempting 
to resolve his problem through the Financial Aid Office, 
he went to a counselor who advised him to change his 
degree plan which corrected the situation; however, as of 
Nov. 18, he still is receiving only $600 a month because 
the government is so slow in adjusting his benefits. 

"I am using this money to live on," Chernnecke said, 
"If I had been given this advice in the beginning, I would 
have been receiving $800 for the past thfee months, in
stead. I'm still waiting. The Financial Aid personnel are 
the veterans' financial representatives, responsible to help 
the veterans enrolling in college; they should know." 

COM Police Academy student Bennie Boles, said he 
feels the academy education is OK, but questioned the 
physical aspect of the program because he felt it wasn't 
adequate. He wanted to know who is responsible for this 
training. Dr. Pope asked the cadet to make an appoint
ment with him to discuss the question. 

Romona Ervin, SAB treasurer, presented a list of com
ments and· concerns to the forum panel. The list had been 
compiled from students who were present at the previous 
forum which was canceled because President Stanley was 
not available. 

Another concern regarded college parking lot repair. 
Parking Lot A, which faces Amburn Road, is scheduled 
to be repaired in September 2000. "We will attempt to 
patch the potholes until then," Dean Pop·e stated. Work 
could cost $100,000 per section. 
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Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recreational Programs and Student Activities, relates her Czechoslovakian 
heritage at the Multi-Cultural Lunch Fest. Participants from as many as nine different countries brought food 
representing their ethnic cultures. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Luncheon celebrates ethnic diversity at COM 
By MATITASLER 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board, 
Students for Christ, the Organization of African Ameri
can Culture and the COM Amigos sponsored a Multi-Cul
tural Lunch Fest to share their cultures on Tuesday, Nov. 
16, during College Hour in the Sun Room of the S_tudent 
Center. 

Students, staff and faculty brought a wide variety of 
foods representing thc.iir cul~ures for everyone to enjoy. 
The menu included enchiladas, sauerkraut and sausage, 
red beans and rice, pies, cakes, puddings and fresh fruit. 

The lunch fest attracted students from a wide array of 
backgrounds. Descendants from Africa, Czechoslovakia, 
Germany, Honduras, Ireland, Japan, Mexico and Puerto 
Rico spoke about their heritage during the luncheon. 

The Student Center was decorated with U.S. and Mexi
can flags. Maps of other countries were displayed on the 
walls. 

Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and Student 
Activities coordinator, said: ·'J thought the program went 
very well. It was more successful because it was co-spon-

sored by the SAB, Students for Christ, OAAC and the 
COM Amigos." 

"My mother came from Czechoslovakia when she was 
12. Her family got out of Czechoslovakia right before 
Hitler,came-in," Urick said. 

Her mother "endured harder times than I'll ever know," 
Urick said. Her grandfather had left his family behind in 
Czechoslovakia to come to the United States in order to 
make enough money to bring the rest of his family over. 
Urick's mother "had to play the mother role as the oldest 
of her siblings, while my grandmother took a job in 
Czechoslovakia." 

Urick's father's family also is of Czechoslovakian de
scent. Her grandfather settled in the Chicago area, where 
there was a large settlement of Czechoslovakians. 

Most of the participants at _ the luncheon stood up and 
discussed their heritage and noted the differences between 
t-he various cultures represented at COM. 

Student organizations at the college strive toward 
scheduling more events like the Multi-Cultural Lunch 
Fest, so that students have the opportunity to learn more 

. about the world they live in and the people that they in
teract with every day. 

Deceinber rich array of holiday feasts 
By JOYCE CAULEY 
Staff Reporter 

December is a cornucopia of holiday feasts and special 
times of celebrations which includes Hanukkah, Christ
mas and Kwanzaa. Many feasts honor great leaders, saints 
or gods. Others celebrate the beginning of a year or the 
anniversary of a historical event. The diversity of the 
American people is never more evident than at this time 
of the year. 

The Jewish Feast of Lights-Hanukkah is celebrated on 
Dec. 4 this year. Hanukkah is a Hebrew word and means 
dedication. The Hanukkah holiday celebrates the Jewish 
victory of the Macabees over the Syriars in 165 B.C. and 
begins on the eve of the 25th day of the Hebrew month of 
Kislev and lasts eight days. 

On the first evening of Hanukkah, one candle is lighted 
in a special eight-branched candelabrum called a 
"menorah." Beginning on the second evening, one candle 

is added every night until the total reaches eight on the 
last night. 

The significance of the eight candles refers to the one 
small cruse (an earthen bottle) of oil that the Jews found 
when they cleansed the Temple of Syrian idols after de
feating the Syrian tyrant, Antiochus IV. The oil from the 
one bottle miri;\culously provided oil for eight days. 

For most Christians, the important festivals recall ma
jor events in the life of Jesus Christ. They celebrate the 
birth of Jesus on Dec. 25. For some Christians the seasoQ 
begins with Advent, a four-week period during which they 
prepare for the celebration of Christmas. Many people 
display Christmas trees and some set up Nativity scenes. 
Today most adorn their houses and yards with colored 
lights. 

The Christmas tree was brought to America by the Ger
mans in the 18th ·century. The Dutch who Syttled in New 
York in the 17th century brought St. Nicholas, as Santa 

See Kwanzaa Page 7 

Illegal hits have no 
place in pro football 

Matt 
Tasler 

Roughing the passer is a penalty that referees have 
had to call far too frequently during professional football 
games in recent years. 

On any given Sunday or Monday, football players run 
the risk of permanent inJury <Jue to the severity of 
contact during the course of a typical game. Cases where 
players suffer injuries due to unnecessary roughness 
should be addressed by the commissioner's office of the 
National Football League. Rules should be in place to 
protect players' livelihoods and their futures. 

In some cases players are paralyzed due to contact 
that is totally unintentional. Dennis Byrd of the New 
York Jets was hit on the back of his neck by his team
mate. Both were diving to tackle an opposing ball 
carrier, and Byrd broke his neck when he was struck by 
the helmet of his fellow defensive lineman. He lay 
motionless on the field for several minutes while the 
training staff worked to stabilize his head and neck. 
Byrd underwent an intense rehabilitation process to 
enable him to walk again, yet was unable to continue his 
playing career. A few years after his injury, Byrd was 
able to walk onto the field at the Jets' home stadium 
where fans greeted him with a standing ovation. 

Quarterbacks are exposed to greater punishment 
during the cour_se of a game than athletes iri most other 
sports. They are consistently knocked down after 
releasing the ball. Defensive players are so big and 
strong that when theY. hit a quarterback, he gets hurt. 

In the N~L this year, Troy Aikman and Steve Young 
have both suffered major concussions. 

Since 1996 Young has suffered four concussions and 
Young's team, the San Francisco 49ers, may not want 
him back due to his risk of reinjury. His coaches, doctors 
and family have urged him to consider retiring, since he 
is 38 years old. However, Young has stated that "retire
ment is not an option." He plans to make a full recovery 
and return in 2000, if not later this season. 

One way for the league to prevent possible injuries to 
its players is to mandate an automatic ejection from the 
game, a suspension from further games and a fine for 
anyone making a late hit. Is a 15-yard penalty really a 
punishment when the team is ahead 35-0? I don't think 
so! If a player knows he will be hit with an ejection, a 
suspension and a sizable fine ($100,000), he may think 
twice before laying out a vulnerable quarterback. 

Linebacker Bill Romanowski of the Denver Broncos 
has been accused of being "the dirtiest player in the 
game." He has been fined numerous times by the league, 
yet he still pla·ys "dirty." Had he ever been ejected, 
suspended and fined, he might not have played dirty 
again. What does a $10,000 fine mean to a player 
making millions? 

Th~ NFL has laid down the law in recent y~ars. The 
league has instituted a "see ~hat you hit" policy for 
defensive players. This policy states that "a player must 
not tackle another player with the crown (top) of the 
helmet." This protection is enforced so the defensive 
player doesn't suffer a spinal injury. But can rules re.rlly 
protect the victim of a hit? 

Head and spinal injuries are just an illegal hit away. 
The only preventative measures to ensure the players 

are cognizant of the dangers involved is to penalize 
violators severely. 

We always knew that football was a contact sport, but 
did we know it could also be detrimental to the player's 
life after his career is over? 



Kwanzaa celebration 
ends New Year's Day 
Continued from Page 6 ----------
Claus was called, at that time to America. 

The tradition of decorating trees in the home and send
ing greeting cards ·became popular in the 1800s. Many 
well-known Christmas carols were composed during this 
period. The extravagant commercialization of the Christ
mas season became popular during the late 1980s. 

In many parts of the United States, various ethnic groups 
observe Christmas by combining the customs of their an
cestors; Spanish traditions are popular in the southwest
ern United States while some African Americans com
bine Christmas with Kwanzaa. 

Kwanzaa is the traditional African festival of the har
vest of the first crops. It lasts seven days, from Dec. 26 
through Jan. 1. The word Kwanzaa is from a phrase which 
means "first fruits" in Swahili, an East African language. 

The holiday was developed in 1966 in the United States 
by Maulana Karenga, a professor of Pan-African studies 
and a black cultural leader. It combines traditional Afri
can practices with African-American aspirations and ide
als. The holiday centers around the "Nguzo Saba," seven 
principles of African-American culture that were devel
oped by Karenga. These principles are "Umoja" (unity), 
"Kujichagulia" (self-determination), "Ujima" ( collective 
work and responsibility), "Ujamaa" (cooperative econom
ics), "Nia" (purpose), "Kuumba" (creativity) and "lmani" 
(faith). 

Each day of Kwanzaa is dedicated to one of the seven 
principles. Family members light Qne of the seven candles 
in the "kinara" (candle holder) each evening and discuss 
the principle for the day. The community gathers for a 
feast called "karamu" near the end of the holiday. Tradi
tional African food, ceremonies honoring ancestors, as
sessments of the old year and commitments for the new 
year are featured at a typical karamu. 

Editer's Note: Sources of information were Christmas the 
World Over by Daniel J. Foley; "Hanukka, Christmas, 
and Kwanzaa,"World Book Online <http:// 
www.worldbookonline.com> 

COM ranks high on 
TASP retest scores 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland ranked first of the 11 commu
nity colleges in the Texas Gulf Coast Consortium on writ
ing skills and fourth in reading skills on the students' sec
ond attempt of taking the Texas Academic Skills Program 
test. 

According to a report prepared in August by Lee Col
lege in Baytown on The Effectiveness of Developmental 
Education, first-time in-college freshmen were tracked for 
two years beginning with the summer and fall semesters. 

The report shows COM as having 62. 73 percent more 
students passing the TASP writing skills test on the sec
ond time after the students participated in a developmen
tal education course. COM's reading skills passing aver
age increased by 46.07 percent. 

Lee College has the lowest average score gain of 51.76 
percent. COM ranked 10th in passing gains in the second 
attempt on math tests. 

To enroll in English 1301, first-time in-college students 
must score a minimum of 85. in the writing skills portion 
of the TASP and a minimum of 79 in the reading compre
hension portion of the test. Students who do not meet the 
minimum TASP requirements must enroll in developmen
tal education courses. 

The Texas Gulf Coast Consortium consists of the fol
lowing 11 community colleges: Alvin, Brazosport, COM, 
Houston Community, Lee, North Harris-Montgomery 
Community College District, San Jacinto-Central, San 
Jacinto-North, San Jacinto-South and Wharto~. 
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Jerry and Shelly Ziegler, owners of Ziegler Foods in Dickinson, present a check to Mary Ann Amelang, left, director 
of the COM Foundation. Ziegler Foods will provide three $1,000 per year scholarships to graduates of Dickinson 
High School who enroll In vocational, certificate or university transfer programs. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Dickinson grocer funds sch·olarship 
Jerry and Shelly Ziegler, owners of Ziegler Foods gro

cery store in Dickinson, will provide three $1,000 per 
year scholarships to current year graduates of Dickinson 
High School. 

Mary Ann Amelang, director of COM resource devel
opment and executive director of the COM Foundation, 
received ffie announcement from the Zieglers in October 

and picked up the check at Ziegler's store. 
The COM sc holarships will be awarded beginning with 

the spring semester to Dickinson High School students 
who enroll in vocational, certificate or university transfer 
programs at the Texas City campus of COM. 

For more information call Amelang at (409) 938-1211 
or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 508. 

Photographer inspired by Schindler's List 
Continued from Page 1-----------

1\vo of Gould's photos also were accepted to the Third 
Annual Bay Area Photography Club Juried Exhibition at 
the Arts Alliance Center in Clear Lake. The exhibit fea
tured 39 local artists using black and white, color, sepia, 
graphically enhanced and etched photography. She won 
a merit award for her photo "Moment of Self' which is 
another pose of her niece taken at the same time she took 
"Hesitant Chill." 

Gould, who was born in Galveston and grew up in Texas 
City, was first exposed to black and white photography 
as a journalism student in high school. She worked for 
The Sun, now the Texas City Sun, as an advertising as
sistant, where she got her start laying out ads and design
ing logos and cover sheets for businesses. She also took 
pictures of cars on car lots and houses for real estate. It 

. was then that she first felt like a photographer .. However, 
it wasn't until she enrolled in the photography program 
at COM that she realized she had much more to learn. 
Gould says that the photography class has heightened her 
awareness of her surroundings and credits painting and 
photography professor Mona Marshall for being a great 
source of encouragement to her. 

Marshall introduced Go1,1ld to different types of works 
through photography class and class trips to art exhibits. 
There is always more to learn about photography," Gould 
said. 

She had always enjoyed taking pictures while on vaca
tion and then became interested in ·taking concert pic
tures in color. She would sneak her camera into concerts 
to get pictures of her favorite singers. Once she att_ended 
a New Year's Eve concert and snagged a picture of Willie 
Nelson toasting her with a glass of champagne. She also 
snapped a picture of Lindsey Buckingham and Stevie 
Nicks while attending a Fleetwood Mac concert. 

One of her most bizarre pictures was of a friend .from 
Germany while they were at the top the Empire State 

Building. Her friend climbed up the guard wall of the 
building and poked her head through the rails. 

Gould first became interested in taking photos of ar
chitectural detail-this was convenient since she lives so 
close to Galveston. However, she never really liked pho
tographing people until she took "Hesitant Chill:" 

Oliver Stone's film Schindler s list inspired her pho
tography because "it seems that in every scene, you could 
pause and get the perfect photo." 

Gould currently is enrolled in Advanced Pro6lems in 
Photography. She has taken a course· in design and a spe
cial topics class with Janet Hassinger, the COM art gal
lery director. In the special topics class, Hassinger showed 
Gould how an art gallery operates. "The class was only 
worth one credit (hour) but more than worth it." 

Gould has not yet decided her major. She plans to trans
fer to UHCL after a few more semesters at COM. 

"I always try to get the perfect picture, but if I can't, I 
make it up in the printing," Gould said. "I don't know if 
I'll ever take that pict~re ('.m looking for." 
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What's Happening 

Mii:anda Denise Adams holds her dog Sammy. A schol
arship is being set up by the COM Foundation at the 
request of her family to honor Adams, a former COM 
student. She was among the 12 students killed at the 
Texas A&M bonfire tragedy which also injured 27 
others in College Station on Nov. 18. (Family photo) 

Scholarship dedicated 
_in memory of Adams 
By JOYCE CAULEY 
Staff Reporter 

Miranda Denise Adams graduated from Santa Fe High 
School in 1998 and attended COM last summer between 
her freshman and sophomore years at Texas A&M Uni
versity. She worked part time in the COM math lab while 
she attended the college. Adams was the cousin of two 
COM employees, Carol Casper who works in the Advise
ment Center and Karl Stager a COM accountant. 

COM Foundation Executive Director Mary Ann 
Amelang is asking the community to help raise $10, 000 
to endow a named scholarship. Adams' family has asked 
that a scholarship be set up for health science majors since 
Adams was a biomedicine major at Texas A&M. Anyone 
wanting to be a part of this "celebration of her life" may 
contribute to the scholarship. 

"Miranda brought tremendous joy to her family and all 
who knew her," Casper said. "The endowed scholarship 
fund is one way to celebrate her life and to keep her 
memory alive, as well as to offer students the opportunity 
to achieve their educational dreams." 

Contributions are tax-deductible and can be cash, check 
or credit card. Make checks payable to the COM Founda
tion, and write "Miranda Adams Scholarship" on it. Send 
it to College of the Mainland, 1200 Amburn Road, COM 
Foundation, RoomA-159, Texas City, TX 77591-2499. 

For additional information contact Micah Duckett at 
( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 508 or 
Mary Ann Amelang at Ext. 557. 

Continuing Education benefit to community 
By PAT WHEELER 
Staff Reporter 

The differences between non-credit Continuing Edu-
cation courses and credit courses are surprising. · 

"Although both are regulated by the state, they are to
tally different from one another," said Chuck 
Buddenhagen, a member of the nine-member team which 
directs the Continuing Education program. 

Credit courses are taken to earn a degree, whereas non
credit courses are taken for fun, to gain knowledge with
out having to earn a grade or to fulfill requirements to 
further education without the need of grades. 

For the college, credit c~mrses are a major investment 
because they entail hiring full-time faculty, buying ex
pensive equipment and providing adequate teaching space. 
Every course must also have the approval of the state. 

Continuing Education courses, on the other hand, are 
taught by adjunct faculty (experts in their field) and the 
teaching does not necessarily take place on the campus. 
It can be handled at an outside facility. In fact, COM op
erates 40 off-campus facilities. 

. The rea~on Continuing Education has such a varied and 
interesting list of courses is that these need not be ap
proved by the state. The nine-member team decides which . 
courses will be offered. 

Non-credit courses include cooking, exercising, yoga, 
embroidery and self-improvement. If a class doesn't fill a 
need, it can be canceled because of the minimum invest
ment the· college has made. If the class does fill a need, it 
can be developed into a credit course. In this way the col
lege keeps in step with the community's current interests. 

The most obvious and important difference between 
credit and non-credit courses is that grades are given for 
credit courses to show a student's progress toward a de
gree. Non-credit courses are awarded continuing educa
tion units, which log the number of contact hours spent in 
training. Each CEU represents IO hours·of participation. 

Many professionals, such as nurses, fire fighters, po
lice officers, emergency medical technicians and day care 
workers are required by law to maintain current knowl
edge in their field. COM fills this need by offering on-

site training in hospitals or operating facilities, such as 
the oil, gas and chemical plants .. According to 
Buddenhagen, with an enrollment of 14,000 students an
nually, the Continuing Education program is a vital part 
of COM. 

The school districts in Galveston County benefit greatly 
from COM in several ways as well. 

The following high schools hold summer classes at 
COM: Dickinson, Hitchcock, La Marque, Santa Fe and 
Texas City. As a result, each high school can avoid high 
electricity bills and a full complement of staff: The high 
schools also have use of COM's expensive equipment, 
such as is needed for auto mechanics and welding. 

The Continuing Education program also provides biol
ogy and geology laboratory programs for children who 
are being homeschooled. This gives them hands-on ex
perience which reinforces the parents' teachings. All these 
services not only save the county money, but can lure pro
spective students to COM. 

The Continuing Education Senior Citizen program at 
COM is the largest in the state, Buddenhagen said, with· 
4,000 seniors enrolled in daytime classes and an equal 
number attending evening classes. 

Senior citizens must purchase a Senior Citizen• Card 
for $10, which allows them to participate in many of the 
non-credit courses without additional cost as well as al
lowing them use of the recreation facilities for one year 
and participation in special events such as trips to the 
Moody Center in Galveston. 

The COM Board of Trustees has reduced tuition to se
niors by 50 percent in the classes which require tuition. 
Many of these classes are held in the evening. This en
courages older citizens to enrich their lives, not only 
through education but also through interaction with other 
students. 

"We strive to ad
0

d new classel? each semester," 
Buddenhagen said. "Being on the cutting edge of educa
tion, taking risks in new directions makes what I do ex
citing." 

For more information about the availability of Continu
ing Education courses contact Buddenhagen at ( 409) 938-
12~1 or toll free at 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 517 . 

. · .. 
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~eople Speak Out 

By MATT TASLER, Staff Reporter 
Photos by ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. and 
MICHAEL NAVARRO 

The debate over separation of church and state has 
ben an ongoing issue in the United Sates. At Santa 
Fe High School a student gave an invocation before 
a football game. Her prayer provoked controversy 
which led to legislative action. With the Santa Fe 
High School debate possibly heading to the Supreme 
Court, InterCOM asks the question: How do you 
feel about prayer in public schools? 

Atiah Salahuddin: If 
they allow all types of 
·prayer it would be OKJ ~ 
but they only allow cer
tain types. 

Davin Prince: Prayer 
should not be restricted 
at any event that is op
tional, as long _as the 
majority of the people at 
that event are supportive. 

Mazi Alli: I feel good 
about it. It helps a lot, 
helps you believe in 
yourself. We could do 
different prayers. 

Corrie Lewrence:I 
can understand why 
people don't want 
prayer to be specific 
and that they are afraid 
that Christianity will 
dominate. 

Maria Nguyen: I think 
it's fine. It's good. Some 
people may get of
fended, but I don't mind 
it. 

Ron McNary: School 
prayer is needed. When 
individuals are taught to 
pray at a young age, he 
or she learns self respect 
and respect for others 
and discipline. 

Mary Olivo: Every
body has their rights. If 
you believe in prayer 
you can pray anywhere. 
Its up to people if they 
want to. 

Thomas Fiebig: I wel
come it. I'm not real re
ligious, but I don't op
pose it.. 
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COM activities recognize Black History Month 
By CHRISTINE M. LEVIGE 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland is observing Black History 
Month, celebrated nationally during February, with vari
ous activities organized by the Black History Month Com
mittee, the Organization of African-American Culture, the 
Student Activities Board, Student Government and sev
eral COM staff members. 

Black History Week was started in 1926 by Carter 
Godwin Woodson (1875-1950), and became known as 
Black History Month in 1976. His purpose in establish
ing the observance was to promote the study of African
American history. Woodson, a historian, author, editor and 
teacher, is known as the Father of Modem Black History. 

Having to work in the coal mines to support himself,. 
Woodson could not begin high school until age 20. fie 
graduated in two years then attended several colleges, fi
nally earning a doctorate from Harvard University in 1912. 

This year's COM Black History Month activities are 
being dedicated to the four Prairie View A&M University 
students killed in a highway accident Feb. 10. The col
lege is showing its respect by flying the flags at half-staff. 

The OAAC conducted a prayer for the Prairie View 
A&M students Feb. 17 at 12:30 p.m. by the flagpole in 
front of theAdministration Building. The prayer was lead 
by Jeanette Slaughter, OAAC adviser. 

"We felt it was important to acknowledge the brothers 
of Prairie View because they could have been future doc
tors and lawyers," Slaughter said. "Their loss is our loss." 

Prairie View A&M, the second oldest university in 

Members of the OAAC (from left) Kym Nolley, Jeanette Slaughter, Demetria Griffin and Tammie Letroise pose 
in front of the National Black History Month display in the LRC Library. The display was assembled by Tillie 
Henson, library circulation coordinator. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Texas, is a historically black college and is known as one 
of the nation's top producers of African-American engi
neers. According to the Prairie View A&M website, the 

college has produced more African-American three-star . 
generals than any other black college. 

See Black Page 7 

Ne'Y environmentally friendly cooling tower saves COM money 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

Two major structures have taken shape at College of 
the Mainland. Work began in March 1999 on a thermal 

Dr. Mary Hernandez lectures to one of her classes. She 
began working at COM in 1985 teaching adult health 
care. (Photo courtesy of Nursing Team) 

storage tank with a 767,000 gallon capacity located on 
the east side of the campus as well as on a Marley 1,200-
ton stainless steel cooling tower between the Technical/ 
Vocational Building and the Math-Science Building. 

The structures are part of the new air conditioning sys-

tern that has replaced the original system which is 30 years 
old and not as economically efficient as the new system. 

According to Bob Kostelecky, director of the COM 
Physical Plant, the target objective of this project is to. 

See New Page 7 

Nursing professor to be commemorated 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing E<litor 

Dr. Mary Hernandez, a professor of n"ursing at College 
of the Mainland, died Jan. 15 from an aneurysm. 

Dr. Hernandez began working at COM in 1985 teach
ing adult health care with experience in adult critical care 
nursing. She also was lead professor for the nursing 
program's advanced medical-surgical course. In addition 
she served as chairwoman for both the nursing program's 
scholarship and program evaluation committees. 

"I have never worked with a more prof!ssional nursing 
faculty than Dr. Mary Hernandez," said Dr. Gay Reeves, 
a nursing professor. 

Dr. Hernandez received her doctorate with an empha
sis in multicutural studies in nursing and student reten
tion from University of Houston-Clear Lake at the begin
ning of this year. 

"She was totally committed to nursing education and 
COM," Dr. Reeves said. "Dr. Hernandez also was proud 

of her heritage and was involved in many local, state and 
national activities which were directed toward improv"
ing multi-cultural differences in the educatiopal arena." 

She was inducted into the Sigma Theta Tau Interna
tional Honor Society of Nursing as a member of the Al
pha Delta Chapter at University of Texas Medical Branch 
in Galveston. She also served as a consultant to the revi
sion panel of Mosby's Medical Nursing & Allied Health 
Dictionary. 

The Nursing Team is dedicating a memorial tile on the 
Anniversary Wall by the flagpole in front of the Admin
istration Building in her name. In addition, the Student 
Emergency Fund for nursing students who are having fi
nancial problems, will be changed to the Mary Hernandez 
Student Emergency Fund. 

"She was a wonderful and supportive friend and is pro
foundly missed," Dr. Reeves said. 

Dr. Hernandez is survived by her husband Eddie, daugh
ter Edissa Canales, son Nick Hernandez, her mother Maria 
Ortiz and five grandchildren. 

• 
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Donna Ashley of the Gulf Coast Blood Center of Houston interviews donor Jason Gills, a COM student, in the 
Student Center at COM during the Spring Blood Drive sponsored by the Student Activities Board Feb. 1 and 2. 
The blood center collected 90 units of blood during this blood drive. (Photo by Rachel Delanoix) 

Blood drive collects 90 units of blood 
By NAOMI GRIMALDO 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland held the Spring Blood Drive 
in the Student Center Feb. 1 and 2. The drive, sponsored 
by the Student Activities Board, was open to students, 
staff, faculty and the public. The Gulf Coast Blood Cen
ter in Houston provided the medical personnel, equip
ment and collected the blood. 

" I decided to donate blood because I noticed it in the 
ne~spaper, and I didn't have anything to do so I came," 
said Texas City resident R.J. Watson. 

Houston resident Madeline Garcia said, "I thought it 
would be a good cause, so I brought a friend." 
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The first day the blood drive attracted 64 prospetive 
donors; of those, 13 were unable to donate; on Feb. 2, 45 
people attempted to donate blood; six were unable. 

"The blood drive was by far a success," said Maryann 
Urick, coordinator for the spring semester blood drive 
and SAB adviser. "I was a bit disappointed we did not 
have enough screeners, that we actually had to turn away 
donors, but all together it was a good turnout." 

Reasons for not being allowed to donate blood include 
having tattoos or piercing done within the last 12 months, 
being on certain medications, having high blood pres
sure, or other medical conditions. 

The blood center collected 90 units during this spring 
blood drive, compared to last spring's 73 units. The fall 
semester collected 341 units. 

The large turnout was motivated by the accident that 
claimed the life of Texas City firefighter, Chief William 
Bethune and hospitalized firefighter Craig Peterson, who 
needed blood transfusions. 

Writer agrees with editor 
Dear Elias, 

While attending the COM theatre last Sunday I 
happened upon the December 1999 issue of the 
InterCOM. I was very pleased to read your 
editorial concerning religion and public educa
tion. ("Education, not religion school's responsi
bility," Page 2). 

I appreciate your well thought out comments. 
I agree with them completely. 

Thank you for them. 
Yours very truly, 

Joe Darde 

Letters to the Editor policy: InterCOM wel

comes all letters. Make letters brief and to the 

point. Include a name and daytime telephone num

ber for verification. We reserve the right to edit all 

letters for length, grammar, spelling .and libelous 

content. letters to the Editor will be printed on a 

space-available basir letters may be sent to 

<Intercom_ Editor@hotmail.com >. 

McFayden combines 
humor with news 

In today's pop music world, ridden with boy bands and 
saturated with midriff-baring blondes, it is not surprising 
that MTV's choice for the new MTV News reporter for 
the new millenium is a non-threatening, all-American, 
clean-cut blond himself. His name is Brian McFayden 
and the question on everyone 's pink-glossed lips is, "Is 
he just another pretty face?" 

McFayden is MTV's newest addition to the news team, 
joining in late November. Perhaps you 've seen him do 
the ten-to-the-hour-every-hour news spot on MTV, 
dancing to Destiny's Child and reminding a half-awake 
nation t)Jat if they can just stay up another 50 minutes, he 
will be there keeping the world up to date on the latest 
music and news. McFayden alternates_reporting the 
hourly updates with four MTV veterans. 

Author and former Rolling Stone editor Kurt Loder 
writes and reports the MTV News updates seen each 

· hour. Loder joined MTV in 1988 as MTV News' anchor 
and chief news correspondent. MTV's website explains 
that John Norris joined the MTV news department in 
New York in 1986 to write music and entertainment news 
segments for the MTV VJs (video jockeys). In 1988 he 
was appointed Loder 's alternate, filling in for Loder as 
host of MTV's hourly news reports. 

Today Loder and Norris share the ten-to-the-hour spots 
with Chris Connelly and Serena Altschul. Connelly's 
association with MTV began April 1988, and Altschul 
joined MTV News in January 1996 after spending two 
years as an anchor/reporter for Channel One News. TV in 
the Classroom: News or Nikes? a website by Whittle 
Communications, the company that created Channel One 
News, explains, 1'For the uninitiated, Channel One is a 
television news program targeted at teen-agers and 
beamed to school classrooms around the country via 
satellite." So most college-age students recognize 
Altschul from her work with Channel One. 

Similarly "MTV's hourly news reports cover every
thing from music and pop culture to social issues and 
politics," states the MTV website. The position of MTV 
news reporter is a prestigious and coveted one, and 
McFayden far exceeds the minimum requirements. His 
efficient, yet personable delivery of the news is addictive 
and he is prone to making clever comments of his own 
between video clips of artists. After No Doubt lead singer 
Gwen Stefani explained how she took a razor blade to 
the rubber bands on her new braces, he playfully added, 
"Things you overhear in a lunchroom in seventh grade ... " 

When I first saw McFayden, I was amazed at seeing a 
new face. I had started thinking that the only way MTV 
got employees was by sifting through thousands of 
wanna-be VJs. In short, I thought real people did not 
make it to MTV. McFayden has proven me wrong. 

His talent is obvious in his casual, yet professional 
manner. McFayden far surpasses the laughable carica
tures of such lovable, yet ridiculous MTV favorites as 
Jesse Camp, Ahmet Zappa or Tom Green. 

I hope to continue seeing more of him on MTV, and 
MTV editors have promised: "Yes, Brian McFayden is 
indeed with MTV News for the long haul." 

McFayden has made the cut. His swoon-worthy good 
looks are sure to rope in boy-band fans nationwide. He 
appeals to the heavy-metal crowd with his passion for 
"KORN!" And his wit and intellect keep viewers hooked. 

For more information, visit MTV's website at 
<www.mtv.com>, or <http://www.fair.org/extra/best-of
extra/tv-classroom.html> (Whittle Communications/ 
Channel One: TV in the Classroom: News or Nikes ?). 



Joe Darde honored as 
'99 Donor of the Year 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Foundation named Joe 
Darde the 1999 Donor of the Year at the annual donor 
luncheon held in the Student Center Dec. 3. 

The Pat Darde Theatre Scholarship was established by 
Darde in 1993 in memory of his late wife Pat who worked 
for 21 years as a senior secretary in the Fine Arts and 
Humanities Department until retiring in 1990. 

Three $1 ,000 Darde scholarships are awarded each 
spring to theater majors. The scholarship covers four se
mesters excluding the summer. Recipients must maintain 
a 3.0 grade point average and be enrolled in at least 12 
credit hours. 

Two COM students , Rachel Delanoix and Faron 
Samford, are current recipients of the Darde scholarship. 
Delanoix is in her fourth semester of the scholarship and 
Samford is in his second. 

"My wife loved the theater and was very enthusiastic 
about all the arts at College of the Mainland, so to per
petuate her memory with a performing arts scholarship is 
something that I know she would like," Darde said in a 
recent press release. 

For more information contact the COM Foundation at 
(409) 938-1211 or at 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 508. 
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College of the Mainland students Faron Samford (center) and Rachel Delanoix meet scholarship donor Joe Darde 
at a recent reception at COM where Darde was named Donor of the Year by the COM Foundation. Samford currently 
is attending COM on his second semester of the Pat Darde scholarship and Delanoix is attending on her fourth 
semester. Both are theater majors as required by the scholarship. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Student government serves student needs Habitat for H~mani~y 
seeks volunteers at COM By CHRISTINE LEVIGE 

Staff Reporter 

Do you as a College of the Mainland student ever won
der who listens to :YOUr concerns and needs? 

People who feel that college personnel are not showing 
enough concern for their problems are encouraged to join 
the Student Government. 

Student Government is a student organization that rep
re.sents students through its nine elected officers. Student 
participation helps the college to know how well it is re
sponding to their needs. Then the officers can focus on 
issues for that year. Once they know the students' needs, 
they can set an agenda for the year. Other student organi
zations send at least one representative to the biweekly 
meetings allowing greater input. 

The officers are elected by the student body on a yearly 
basis. Once elected, the officers choose an adviser who 
then appoints a co-adviser. 

The officers for the 1999-2000 school year are Chris
tine Levige; president; Dana Sparling, vice president; 
Robin Larson, Secretary; Tanisha Hicks, parliamentarian 
and Mario Lozano, Chris Chasteen and Wendell Ferguson, 
COM Senate representatives. 

James Shippy is the associate dean of Student Affairs 
and Student Government adviser; Beverly MitcheUis co
ordinator of the Student Center and co-adviser. Olda Perez 
is the Retired Senior Volunteer Program coordinator and 
alternate adviser. 

Students can get involved in Student Government _by 
attending the meetings, which are held every other Thurs
day at 12:30 p.m. in the Administration Building, Room 
A-148. The remaining meetings are March 9 and 30; and 
April 13 and 27. 

Students with any questions and concerns should con
tact the officers or advisers in the Student Affairs Office 
or in the Counseling and Testing Center at ( 409) 938-
1211 or 1 (888) 288 8859, Ext. 681 or 413 respectively. 

IN MEMOR\f ·oF CHAKLES SCHULZ 

NOV. Zfo, \922-·fEB.IZ.,2-000 

By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

The Phi Theta Kappa International Honor Society at 
College of the Mainland sponsored a visit by Habitat for 
Humanity International, in the TechnicalNocational Build
ing Auditorium,T-07, Feb. 10. 

The PTK regional office recommended that the COM 
chapter get in touch with HHI for a national project. 

"We had some difficulty getting in touch with Habitat 
for Humanity International at first," said Fabian Sifuentes, 
president of the PTK at COM. "But Maryann Urick (SAB 
sponsor) helped us get in touch with them." 

Bob Greeley and his wife Dorothy, both representatives 
of the Texas City HHI, spoke to the group. Most of the 
students were members of PTK. 

"There was one fellow that was just jumping out of his 
chair trying to learn more about volunteering," Bob 
Greeley said. He and his wife informed the students about 
volunteering and the process of building homes. 

HHI is a non-profit Christian organization with affili
ates worldwide. The organization strives to eliminate pov
erty housing and homelessness around the world. It in
vites people of all backgrounds, races and religions to build 
houses in fellowship with families in need. 

Millar Fuller and his wife Linda founded HHI in Ala
bama in 1976. The organization now has some 1,400 af-
filiates worldwide. ·• 

The HHI Texas City chapter is part of the Bay Area
Houston Affiliate. It serves La Porte, Dickinson, 
Galveston, Texas City and Friendswood. 

HHI will begin work on a house in Texas City in March 
or April. The house will be a four-bedroom home built on 
a lot donated by Bert Masters of Pollok. 

HHI receives one third of its funding from individual 
contributions, one third from churches and the rest from 
corporations. Sterling Chemicals of Texas City funded the 
last home built in Texas City. Amoco and Union Carbide 
also have made financial contributions. 

It takes about 3,600 volunteer hours to build a home. 
Then the house is sold at cost and the money is recycled 
into the affiliate organization. "We receive help from some 
angels," Bob Greeley said. "Contractors, suppliers and 
architects donate materials and services." 

For more information contact the Greeleys at ( 409) 945-
4696, or visit the website <http://www.habitat.org>. 
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Cosmetology students display their award-winning nail art at the COM cosmetology department. Shawn Smith 
(left) won first place for her aquarium theme and Sandy Tuck won second place for her Christmas tree theme in 
the contest held at San Jacinto South Community College Dec. 6. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Cosmetology students win nail art contest 
By ELIAS DE IA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland manicuring specialist students 
Shawn Smith and Sandy Tuck won first and second place 
in the nail art competition which took place at the San 
Jacinto South Community College Dec. 6. 

The competition included categories in nail art, makeup 
application and hair cutting, with students competing from 
the 11 community colleges in Jhe Gulf Coast Community 
College Consortium. 

Smith and Tuck were the only COM students to enter 
the competition. "I was very proud of their winning be
cause they had worked so hard," said Kim Adams, COM 
cosmetology instructor. "Competition gives the students 
an opportunity to see where they stand." 

Smith took first place with her creation of a tropical 
aquarium theme. "The idea for the theme came to me in a 
dream,"she said. 

Tuck won second place with a Christmas theme; she 
used her nail art creations as Christmas tree ornaments. 
"It was a last minute idea. I actually wore one of the de
signs during the Christmas holidays." 

Like painting on tiny canvases, the students create art
ful paintings on synthetic finger nails; then they incorpo
rate them into a display. 

Their work was judged on creativity and originality and 

Medicine in Art on exhibit 
The College of the Mainland Art Gallery will exhibit 

Medicine in Art March 6 through April 6. The opening 
reception is March 6 from 5-7_ p.m. 

Special guest Bettyann Holtzmann Kevles, author of 
Naked to the Bone, will speak Ma'rch 28 at 3 p.m. A re
ception will follow. 

Artists whose work will be on exhibit include: Tori 
Ellison, Shirley Klinghoffer, Jeanette Landrie, Steve 
Miller, Katherine Sherwood and Todd Siler. 

For more information or gallery hours call ( 409) 938-
1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 354. 

College of the Mainland will be officially closed 
to the public during spring break, March 13-19. 

it included the display. 
The manicuring specialist class of 11 students will 

graduate in April. Smith plans to go to work for a "repu
table" salon. "I will specialize in nail art," she said. 

Tuck also plans to go to work for a salon for a while. 
"Then I plan to go independent," she said. 

The COM Manicurist Specialist course is a 600-clock 
hour course which teaches students all aspects of mani
cure and pedicure. The course includes theory, lectures 
and hands-on application. 

In order to graduate, students must meet several state 
requirements. Some of these include learning about hy
giene, infection control, fungi, other nail disorders and 
instrument sterilization. Students also learn about the hu
man anatomy and physiology of the hands and feet. 

Knowledge in these areas is important for the protec
tion 'and safety of the manicurist and the client. 

Adams has been a cosmetology instructor at COM since 
1995. She received be'r state license upon graduating from 
Santa Fe High School in 1991. 

The manicurist specialist course is part of the cosme
tology program located in the Cosmetology Building at 
the Appomattox Square across the street from CO M's main 
campus. Manicure students serve the public on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

For more information contact Adams at ( 409) 938-8607 
or (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859,.Ext. 480. 

SAB workshops confront 
issues of domestic violence 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
in conjunction with the Women's Crisis Center, is pre~ 
senting special Brown Bag Workshops on Domestic Vio
lence. The first workshop was held Jan. 27 and was on the 
topic of Understanding Domestic Violence. 

Three additional workshops will be presented over the 
course of the semester. A workshop titled Domestic Vio
lence is a Crime will be presented Feb. 24 at 12:30 p.m. in 
Room L-131 of the Learning Resources Centei. Another 
se111inar, The Impact Of Children1 is set for March 23 at 
12:30 p.m. also in L-131. The four-part seminar will con
clude with Helping Victims of Domestic Violence on April 
27 at 12:30 p.m. in L-131. 

The workshops are called Brown Bag Workshops so 
attendees will know that they may bring a lunch. 

For more information call SAB sponsor Maryann Urick 
at or (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

·southwest p·remiere 
addresses equality 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Copy Editor 

The sixties are alive again with splendor and music in 
the southwest premiere of The Good Times Are Killing 
Me. The play written by Lynda Barry, is directed by Mark 
Adams in the College of-the Mainland Arena Theatre. 

The production set to open March 23 is the story of 
two girls who find friendship in the midst of a world torn 
apart by racism, divorce and teen-age politics. It is set in 
"a working-class neighborhood outside of a northern 
city," Adams said. "It could be any northern ·industrial 
city, Pittsburgh, Buffalo, Detroit .... " 

Highlighted with the music of the sixties, the show fea
tures such familiar tunes as "Blue Hawaii," "Everybody 
Loves Somebody," "Put Your Head on My Shoulder," 
"Weak Spot," "If They Asked Me I Could Write a Book," 
and "Volare." 

In the January 2000 issue of the theater's publication, 
Front Row, Director Adams is quoted as saying, "The 
leading roles of Edna and Bonna are two of the most chal
lenging and exciting roles written for young women in 
the past 50 years." The article also states, "The interest 
from agents in Houston for this production is a sure sign 
that these two roles could make 'overnight stars' of two 
talented young women." 

The part of Edna Arkins is played by Katylu Siciliano; 
Bonna Willis is played by Katrina Sheppard and Nikki 
Marie Darwin plays Lucy Arkins, Edna's little sister. 

The ensemble cast includes Rhonda Alexander, Marcia 
Estelle, Jeremy Lewis and Rene Pere, all newcomers to 
the COM stage. Returning to the COM stage are Alicia 
Devoy, Carolyn Ortiz, Eva Patterson, April Perry, Matt 
Stanford, Rod Todd and Beth Townsend. 

Performances are March 23-April 16, Thursdays, Fri
days and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 
The free preview night is March 22 at 8 p.m. 

To make reservations, purchase season tickets or for 
more information call the theater box office at ( 409) 938-
1211, or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 

Rodeo showcases 
musical diversity 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Staff Reporter 

· This year the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo 
added a little spice to its ·musical lineup: Boyz II Men 
perform Feb. 23 and the Steve Miller Band March 3. 

Several artists making their first appearance at the ro
deo this year are legendary crooner tony Bennett (Feb. 
25) along with two Tejano acts, Los Tucares de Tijuana 
and A.B. Quintanilla y Los Kumbia Kings (both Feb. 27). 

Robert Earl Keen (March 4) also makes an appearance 
along.with glam rocker Rod Stewart (Feb. 29). Motown 
legend Smokey Robinson (Feb. 26) also performs. 

Sister trio SHeDAISY (Feb. 26) also make their first 
rodeo performance. 

The rodeo also features some popular returning acts, 
such as country superstars Kenny Rogers (March 4), Reba 
McEntire (March 2), Clay Walker (March 5) and Brooks 
& Dunn(March 1). Latin sensation Enrique Iglesias (Feb. 
24) returns for his second performance. 

Willie Nelson and Merle Haggard kicked off the show 
on Feb. 18. Lonestar, Jo Dee Messina, Le Ann Rimes, 
the Judds and Alan Jackson also gave performances. 

For a complete listing of the rodeo performers and other 
rodeo events check out the website at <www.hlsr.com>. 
Tickets are $12. 

Ticket buyers should be aware that the only authorized 
· ticket outlets are at the Astrodome box office and all 
Ticket Master locations. 



SAB Sex Bowl 2000 
educates participants 
ByHOLLYDAYTORREFRANCA 
Staff Reporter 

The year 2000,is finally here, yet too many College of 
the Mainland students still know little about sex and sexu
ally transmitted diseases. 

This was all too evident at the Sex Bowl 2000 game 
sponsored by the Student Activities Board in the Student 
Center Feb. l. 

SAB member Monie Ervin headed up this year's Sex 
Bowl with the assistance of other SAB members and un
der the guidance of Maryann Urick, coordinator of Rec
reational Programs and Student Activities. 

Ervin, the chairwoman of this event, served as the host 
of the game show, and Professor Mike Hunt, an adjunct 
psychology professor, sat in to answer questions and re
solve disputes over questions and/or answers. 

To play the game, eight students were split into two 
groups of four. The Red Team consisted of Kelley Burks, 
19; Chris Barkmann, 19; Monica Dynes, 17; and Quinetta 
Tucker, 18. Blue Team members were Jeremy Joaquin, 
22; Holly Day Torrefranca, 22; Darcy Truehan, 45; and 
Luke Clifford, 21. According to Barkmann both teams 
missed a significant number of questions. 

During the first round, both teams were asked multiple 
choice questions. The second (lightning) round consisted 
of true or false questions. 

All the questions were compiled by Ervin and Hunt us
ing text and exams from Hunt's human sexuality course. 

After an hour of play the Red Team defeated the Blue, 
27 to 25. T-shirts which read, "I Lost It All At the Sex 
Bowl" and "I Know It All Sex Bowl Champs" were 
awarded to both winners and losers. 

The idea of the Sex Bowl was conceived several years 
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Sex Bowl 2000 competition winning team (Red) (from left) Chris Barkman, Kelly Burks, Michael Fields, Monica 
Dyes, Quinetta Tucker defeated the Blue Team 27 to 25. They received a shirt that said "I know it all-Sex Bowl 
Champs." (Photo by Rachel Delanoix) 

ago, when SAB members decided that human sexuality 
programs had lost all appeal with the student body. The 
game's purpose is to open up students' eyes and make 
them realize that they are not invincible and that they do 
not know everything about sex. 

The best way to attract positive attention to such an 
important topic was to find a "fun and entertaining way 
for students to learn about sex and sexually transmitted 
diseases," Urick said. 

Indeed it did attract much attention. 
With a turnout of about 150 students, faculty and sev

eral COM staff members, Sex Bowl 2000 seemed to be 
entertaining to everyone. 

The human sexuality course was scheduled to be taught 
this semester by Hunt. "But only two people registered 
for it," Hurit said, "so it didn't make the cut." After the 
poor results of the Sex Bowl, he recommended that "a 
good amount of students need to take the class." 

Workshop' explains complex nature of domestic violence 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Staff Reporter 

The Women's Resource Crisis Center held the first of 
its four Brown Bag Workshops at College of the Main
land on Jan. 27 in the Leaming Resources Auditorium, L-
131. The workshops are sponsored by the COM Student 
Activities Board. The first workshop was Understanding 
Domestic Violence. 

"We do these workshops to inform the public on sexual 
assault and domestic violence, and also to help the vie
tuns in these situations," said Linda Telfah, Advocacy Ser
vices coordinator of the crisis center. "We will also come 

Charlie King and Karen Brandow perform at COM 
LRC Auditorium. King returned for the 16th year with 
newcomer Brandow. The two have been·performing 
together since 1998. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

to any organization to lecture." 
The presenters showed the video "Understanding Do

mestic Violence." Macie for the center, the video told sto
ries of abuse victims. Violence experts also described the 
abuse cycle: The abuser beats his or her victim and then 
begs forgiveness. One victim called it the honeymoon 
cycle. It is a cycle that repeats itself. 

Many of the testimonials from the victims had one thing 
in common: They all felt they should have left the first 
tune abuse happened. The video pointed out that violence 
occurs in all economic levels, races, sexes and religions. 

The Clothesline Project is the name of the shirts on 
display in the college library. The shirts are the work of 

domestic abuse and violence victims in the Galveston 
County area. The 29 shirts are only a small number of the 
ones made by abuse victims in this area. The shirts will be 
displayed in the library until the last workshop in April. 

Three speakers were from the crisis center, located in 
Galveston. Ginger Henkel, an education coordinator for 
the center; Telfah; and Debbie Diaz is a Victim Advocate 
for the center. The fourth speaker was Lisa Voyles, Victim 
Assistance coordinator for the Friendswood Police De
partment. 

The next workshop, Domestic Violence is a Crime, is 
set for Feb. 24 at 12:30 in L-131. For more information 
call the crisis center at 1 (888) 919-SAFE (7233). 

·King, Brandow perform folk songs 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Staff Reporter 

Charlie King, the "musical storyteller and political sati
rist," returned for his 16th year at College of the Main
land accompanied by another folk singer, Karen Brandow. 

They gave three performances Feb. 7 in the Learning 
Resources Auditorium, L-131. 

The performances were sponsored by the Labor Stud
ies, Social and Behavioral Science, and Continuing Edu
cation Teams. 

Both performers told and sang tales of injustice, happi
ness and optimism. 

Put them together and you have songs telling about the 
civil rights movement, the Vietnam War era, injustices to 
people around the world and the gift of helping others. 

Some popular song topics were the falling of the Ber
lin Wall, emphasizing that other walls need to come down, · 
too; evangelist Jerry Falwell, his fundamentalist beliefs 
and his persecution of the popular childrens' program 
Teletubbies character Tinky Winky; environmental issues; 
and the release of South African freedom fighter Nelson 

Mandela from prison. 
King and Brandow also told stories of their adventures 

and suggested how we can bring together many cultures 
through peace and song. 

King has taken events that challenge people's beliefs 
and has made them understandable to a mainstream audi
ence through his music. His work also has been recorded 
by many other artists on the folk and mainstream scene. 

King's gifted storytelling mixed with humor adds a 
unique interest to his performance. Between songs, he 
gives monologues on labor, civil rights, women's issues, 
war and peace, hope and other human interest topics. 

Brandow began performing with King in 1998. She is 
a Spanish and English interpreter who performs in both 
languages and sings song_s which send messages of peace 
and justice to make the world a better place. 

Brandow cites Joni Mitchell; Peter, Paul and Mary; and 
Pete Seeger as muscial influences. She started playing 
guitar and singing in her teens. Her views and feelings are 
expressed in her songs. 

She also has published a book, The Sky Never Changes 
in 1996 about the Guatemalan labor movement. 
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COM to participate 
in GCIC Sports Day 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland will participate in the annual 
Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Sports Day on March 23. 

This semester GCIC Sports Day will be co-hosted by 
Kingwood College and North Harris College, with dif
ferent events at each college. 

Scheduled events are basketball, softball, volleyball, 
table tennis, racquetball, tennis and eight-ball. 

The basketball, table tennis, racquetball, tennis and 
eight-ball participants wilr be selected after qualifying 
tournaments on campus. 

Other colleges participating at sports day are Alvin, 
Brazosport, Galveston, Houston Community, Lee, North 
Harris Montgomery, San Jacinto North and South, and 
Wharton County Community. 

Fm more information contact Maryann Urick, coordi
nator of Recreational Programs and Student Activities, at 
(409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

Music Professor James Heffel (standing far left) took COM music students (seated from left) Beth Lowery, Lynn 
McBrayer and (standing from left) Joseph Andrews, Shawn Johnson and David Lacey to perfrom at the Texas 
Music Educators Association Convention in San Antonio Feb. 16-20. · (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Weekly games in Gym 
Have you ever wanted to play basketball or volleyball 

in the College of the Mainland Gym but were not sure 
when you could do so? If so, then you are in luck. 

Internationally known hypnotist visits campus Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 7-10 p.m. 
the college has "open gym." During this time all students 
are welcome to participate in pick-up games. This means 
you come in and form a team with others in the Gym. By DALIA ORNELAS 

Staff Reporter 

Internationally known hypnotist Andrew Becker will 
perform at College of the Mainland in the Leaming Re
sources Center Auditorium, L-131, March 2 at 7:30 p.m. 
The performance is free to credit students and employ
ees, but $1 for all others. 

Becker guarantees his show will be a unique entertain
ment experience, whether you watch or participate. 

Becker, a University of Houston graduate, got his start 
in entertainment after being an active participant in stu
dent government and .programming at UH. 

He has performed at Stephen F. Austin University in 
Nacogdoches, Texas Tech University in Lubbock and has 
performed at statewide conventions. 

Becker received his hypnosis certification through the 
National Guild of Hypnotists. He is qualified to practice 
hypnotherapy for smoking cessation and weight loss. · 
Becker also gives educational programs. 

On Mondays and Wednesdays you must sign in to use 
the north court. Six courts are available in the Gym for 
different skill levels to play. 

Open volleyball is available on Tuesdays from 7-9:30 
p.m. To play, sign in at the front desk and find a team. 
Guests not enrolled at COM must pay $3 per visitor or 
buy a recreational membership. 

For more information call the Gym at (409) 938-1211 -
or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 422. 

Two deans 61! position vacant since summer '98 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland gained two new deans Jan. 3. 
Dr. Pam Davenport is the new vice president/dean of Stu
dent Affairs, and James Templer is the new vice presi
dent/dean of Instruction. The original position of dean of 
Instruction and Student Development was divided into the 
two new positions. Dr. Donald G. Bass retired from the 
position of dean of Instruction and Student Development 
in 1998 after 14 years. History professor Alex Pratt was 
acting dean from fall 1998 to spring 2000. 

"My primary role is to support the student affairs teams 
and administrative teams," Dr. Davenport said. As dean 
of Student Affairs, she oversees the entire student griev
ance process through the student affairs teams. 

Dr. Davenport was the dean of counseling and assess
ment at Oklahoma City Community College from 1973 
to 1997 and vice president of student services at Okla.
homa State University from 1997 to December 1999 be
fore coming to COM. Dr. Davenport came to COM be
cause the self-managed team environment appealed to her. 

The duties of the vice president/dean of Instruction is 
"to coordinate all of the instruction areas, (such as) aca
demics, faculty teams, the library and media services," 
Templer said. Templer manages all areas of curriculum 
so that they meet state legal requirements. 

Templer was an art professor at COM for 23 years. He 
made the switch from professor to dean because •he "rec
ognized a tremendous need for leadership" on campus. 

COM President Larry L. Stanley (left) listens as new Vice president/Dean of Instruction James Templer addresses 
a student's problem at a recent Student Concerns Forum held in the Student Center Feb. 17. New Vice President/ 
Dean of Student Affairs Dr. Pam Davenport and Dr. Henry Di Pope, dean of College and Financial Services, also · 
formed part of the panel. The new deans fill the position of dean of Instruction and Student Development formerly 
held by Dr. Donald G. Bass, and Professor Alex Pratt. (Photo by, Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 



Black History Month events still to come 
Continued from Page 1------------

The Black Art Display by Aloma Marquis, a former FBI 
special agent, will be on exhibit through March 7 in the 
Fine Arts Building. A Black Art display in the Leaming 
Resources Center Library and another in the Administra
tion Building are on display through Feb. 29. 

Three films were programmed for the LRCAuditorium, 
L-131. Soul Food, edited for general audiences was 
screened on Feb. 22 at 12:30 p.m.; Goin' Back To "T" 
Town will be shown Feb. 23 at 7 p.m.; and Eyes on the
Prize is set for Feb. 29 at 12:30 p.m. 

Sickle-cell testing will be conducted in the Student 
Center Feb. 23 10 a.m.-2p.m. A Soul Food Luncheon with 
Zydeco music will be held in the Student Center Feb. 24 
at 12:30 p.m. 

Off-campus events include: A Blues Presentation at 
University of Houston-Clear Lake, Feb. 24 at 7:30 p.m.; 
and a Gospel Fest/Dinner at Greater St. Matthew's Church 
in Hitchcock Feb. 26 at 7:30 p.m. 

For information contact Beverly Mitchell, Student 
Center coordinator, at ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 528. 

New tower complies with Clean Air Act 
Continued from Page I----------
reduce the electrical cost by 30 percent while improving 
the comfort level of students and staff on campus." 

Kostelecky said the decision to replace the obsolete 
system came under the direction of Dr. Henry D. Pope, 
dean of College and Financial Services at COM. 

According to Dr. Pope the planning process, which be
gan in 1991, resulted in a two-phase implementation pro
gram. "The first phase was securing funding and devel
oping an energy management program." He added, "It 
was a long planning process." 

Dr. Pope was nominated for and awarded the Regional 
Outstanding Business Officer award from the National 
Community Colleges Business Officers Association last 
November in Orlando, Fla. 

The $2 million project will provide the college about 

$1/4 million savings per year in energy savings. "We have 
achieved that much, but we are going to do better," Dr. 
Pope said. 

Another consideration in replacing the old system was 
that the new system is environmentally friendly because 
it uses refrigerant R134A, while the original system used 
Rll, a carbon-fluoro-carbon refrigerant (Freon), which 
depletes the ozone layer and was banned from produc
tion globally by the 1993 Montreal Clean Air Act. 

Kostelecky pointed out that the old cooling tower sys
tem had to be replaced because mucp of the structure 
was showing signs of deterioration. Pipes were corroded 
and concrete supports were cracked. 

The changeover to the new system was implemented 
during the evening hours of the Thanksgiving break and 
during the Christmas holidays. 

Writing tutorials offered in L-248, Suite B 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
Staff Reporter 

Writing tutorials are available at College of the Main
land for anyone needing assistance in writing papers. 

Both the developmental and English faculty are offer
ing tutorials in either the developmental writing lab lo
cated in L-248 of the Leaming Resources Center or in the 
writing center located in Suite B of the LRC. 

Developmental writing covers problems with grammar, 
mechanics, basic writing skills and reading on a one-to
one basis. Computer-aided instruction also is available. 

The writing center addresses problems with thesis state
ments, generating ideas for essays, o_rganization, devel
opment, documentation of sources and other related as-

pects of writing in one-to-one tutoring sessions. 
Developmental writing tutorials are available in L-248 

on Mondays and Wednesdays from 12:30-1 :50 p.m. with 
Clint Hunter; Monoays ana Tuesdays T-3:20 p.m.-~ifh 
Carolyn Sharer; and Mondays 4-6:30 p.m. with Cathy 
Moran. 

Writing center tutorials are open Mondays and Wednes
days, 9:30-10:50 a.m. with Dr. Gilchrist White; 11-12:20 
p.m. with Dr. Andrew Nelson; 3:30-4:50 p.m. with Ouida 
Sanmann; and 5-5:45 p.m. with Dr. Mark Sanders. 

The writing center is open Tuesdays 9 a.m.-noon with 
Kathye Bergin; and 4:30-5:45 p.m. with Brenda Brown. 

On Thursdays writing center tutoring is available noon
l :30 p.m. with Dr. Sanders; 3-4:20 p.m. with Astrid 
Lowery; and 4:30-5:45 p.m. with Brown. 

Spring 2000 InterCOM staff 

Managing Editor Michael Navarro (center) is flanked by the Spring 2000 lnterCOM staff: (back from left 
Christine M. Levige, Chris Barkmann, Naomi Grimaldo, Ryan Jakeway, Belle Rohden, Jennifer West; (front 
from left) cartoonist Brad Stevenson, Michelle Fichera, Copy Editor Rachel Delanoix, Assistant Editor Elias 
de la Cerda Jr., and Dalia Ornelas. Holly Day Torrefranca is not pictured. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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COM student Heather Brasher sings her rendi
tion of "It's All Coming Back," at the Valentine's 
Day Party, Feb. 10 (Photo by Belle Rohden) 

SAB Valentine's party 
features karaoke contest 
By BELLE ROHDEN 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities 
Board gave a Valentine's Day Karaoke partyJrom 
12:30-1:30 p.m. Feb. 10 in the Leaming Resources 
Center breezeway. The purpose of the party, accord
ing to SAB member Marie Nguyen, was "to bring 
people together and give them an early Valentine's 
gift from SAB." 

DJs Jason Johansson and Darryl Santell with DJD 
Entertainment of La Marque provided the music for 
a karaoke contest as students enjoyed chili dogs, 
chips, cookies and assorted beverages served by 
SAB members. 

Karaoke contest winners were Heather Brasher, 
Laura Smith and Leo Mckeithan. 

Brasher won first place for her powerful perfor
mance of "It's All Coming Back To Me." She is a 
student assistant in the COM emergency medical 
service and fire technology school. Smith

0

won sec
ond place for her rendition of "Hanky Panky." She 
is the program assistant"for Public Service Careers 
Team. Mckeithan won third place for his charis
matic singing of "Patience." 

Prizes were $10 cash and choice of a little bear 
with candy or vase with pink and white flowers. 

Crisis hotline training available 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
Staff Reporter 

Crisis Intervention of Houston Inc. is offering crisis 
hotline training. 

No experience is necessary, but you must be non-judg
mental, caring, objective and at least 15 years old. 

Training for the hotline is spanned over a five-day pe
riod and you must attend all the sessions. Training ses
sions will be held at 1300 Bay Area Blvd. in Clear Lake. 
Sessions are on Thursdays from 5- 9:30 p.m. and Satur
days from 10 a.m.- 5:30 p.m Training days are Feb. 24, 
26, and March 2, 4 and 11. 

Call Lorinda Lonie at (281) 282-6046 to apply and be 
interviewed by Crisis Intervention personnel. 
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What's Happening 

COM music Professor Sparky Koerner (left) poses with the students who were selected to perform with the Texas 
Community College All State Symphonic Band Feb. 15. The students are (from left) Amber Turner, Amy Wright, 
Brandon Diaz and Aaron Koerner. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

COM music students selected to All State 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Staff Reporter 

Three College of the Mainland music students were se
lected to perform with the Texas Community College All 
State Symphonic Band and one student was selected for 
the All State Jazz Ensemble. 

Brandon Diaz, percussion; Amber Turner, bass clari
net; and Amy Wright, clarinet were selected to the Sym
phonic Band. 

Aaron Koerner, trumpet, was selected to the Jazz En
semble. Dory Williams, flute, was selected as an alter
nate. 

"I am very proud of these students and their dedication 

of time to prepare the audition pieces," said COM music 
Professor Sparky Koerner in a recent press release. 

This is the second _year Diaz and Wright have been se
lected to All State. 

The Symphonic Band is an 80-member orchestra and 
the Jazz Ensemble is a 20-member band. Koerner was one 
of five trumpets chosen to play; Turner one of four bass 
clarinets; Wright one of 21 clarinets; and Diaz one of eight 
percussionists. 

The students were given audition material in Septem
ber. In October the audition material was recorded at COM 
and sent off to be judged. 

Both bands performed at the Texas Music Educators 
Conference in San Antonio Feb. 15. 

Siegfried & Roy showcased at IMAX 
By RACHEL DELANO IX 
Copy Editor 

Siegfried Fischbacher and Roy Uwe Ludwig Horn star 
in the aptly titled Siegfried & Roy: The Magic Box, play
ing at the Moody Gardens 30 IMAX Theater beginning 
March 10. The film js narrated by Academy Award win
ner Anthony Hopkins, and the music is composed by Os
car nominee Alan Silvestri. 

The film seeks to inspire the child in everyone. It tells 
the story of two German boys who find each other by 
chance and combine their separate dreams to create an 
extraordinary union. 

The MagicBox is brilliantly done, taking full advan
tage of every opportunity to showcase a plethora of 30 
effects. Lions and tigers jump over you as you fly out of 
windows, under logs and through a tangle of intricate, 
turning gears. 

One particularly effective scene sends you whipping 

'··: Grad~ation deadline March 2!7 
The deadfole t0:,apply forthe ~pring200(} grai1~

-_iitiouis March 27. · 
Students planning t6. graduate in May must reg

ister in t.h.eAdvisement Center located in ~qom A-
147 in theAdministration Buil,;Jing. Graduation will 
be 'held at the Chuck Doyle Center in 'Texas City 
May 12 at 7:30 p.m. 

For more information caH Connie Bardwell at 
(409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8~59, Ext. ,po: 

X • ❖~ • • 

across a cornfield, knocking down stalks left and right. 
The show is breathtaking, despite the often glaringly ob
vious computer-generated animation. The real footage is 
far more beautiful, taking you right onstage with Siegfried 
& Roy and putting you on a mountain covered in white 
lions. You visit Siegfried & Roy's palatial home, "Little 
Bavaria," and find yourself in the midst of dozens of huge, 
powerful cats, who purr and swim alongside their owners. 
A large white male lion even allows Roy to ride him 
through their backyard. 

And then there is the ·magic. The film is peppered with 
highlights from their live show which is performed twice 
a day, 46 weeks a year, at the Mirage Hotel in Las Vegas, 
Nev. You witness Roy levitating within a burning, spin
ning hoop, or being sawed in half by Siegfried. 

The cats also make special appearances and disappear
ances throughout the show, vanishing from cages and leap
ing out o~ boxes with a flourish. And it is these magnifi
cent creatures who lie at the heart of this film. According • 
to IMAX 30 production notes, "Siegfried & Roy's royal 
white tigers and white lions have become their trademark. 
Conservation of these· two extinct-in-the-wild species is 
the core of their motivation." 

After more than 28 years of performing, Siegfried & 
Roy's live show has been seen by more than 30 million 
people and their telefilm has been seen by 1 billion people 
in more than 118 countries, according to Brenie Yuman, 
executive producer of the 3D IMAX film and manager of 
Siegfried & Roy for nearly 25 years. 

For more information about Siegfried & Roy: The Magic 
Box, playing at the Moody Gardens 30 IMAX Theater 
beginning March 10, call Moody Gardens at (409) 744-
4579 or 1 (800) 582-4673. 

People Speak Out 
By InterCOM Editors and Staff 

Six-year old Elian Gonzalez has been at the center 
of political turmoil since be was found clinging to 
an inner tube off the coast of Florida on Thanksgiv
ing Day. His mother, along with 10 other Cubans, 
perished attempting to reach the U.S. coast. Since 
bis rescue Elian has been staying with relatives in 
Florida. His father who lives in Cuba wants him re
turned to Cuba. However, the U.S. government is 
not allowing Elian to return to Cuba. InterCOM askrd 
the question: "Should Elian be allowed to return to 
his father?" 

Marco Vasquez: 
Since his parents were 
divorced, and he was 
never living with his 
father be should sta)I 
here (in America) and 
have a better life. 

,# 

Jeremy Robinson: I 
think he should stay 
because his mother . 
obviously wanted him 
to come over, and if his 
mother actually was 
bis guardian then she 
would have known 
what's best for him. 

Tiffany Calvert: 
Send him back because 
his natural father and 
immediate family are 
there. 

Tequalla Barker: 
He needs to be with 
the fi!mily be bas left: 
his father. 

Tillie Henson: As the 
court battles continue, 
all interested parties 
must put aside their 
selfish interests and 
make a decision in the 
best interest of the 
child. 

Deric Griffin: He 
should go back to his 
father. Kids get 
attached when they 
lose someone 
important to them, 
and he should at least 
have his father near 
him for his hurt. 

John Nelson: 
I think he should go 
back. It's his father's 
right to claim his son 
and bring him home. 

Nola Slater: If his 
family here is willing 
to keep him, he should 
be allowed to stay. 



Uncle Sam's big sham 
SeePage2 

DMX video filming 
See Pages 6 & 7 

COM faces fowl issue 
SeePage6 
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COM students 
aim for the stars 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

Imagine trying to put an eye drop into your eye only to 
watch the drop of fluid float around in space. Or imagine 
spraying nasal spray into your nose only to receive a gush 
of fluid because the atomized spray turns into a stream. 
These are some of the problems encountered by astro
nauts while on a space mission. 

Two groups of College of the Mainland students are 
taking part in experiments for NASA in Houston trying 
to solve these problems. 

One of the groups, the class of science Professor Gre
gory Johnso!!, has the challenge to develop a method of 
producing a nasal spray and eye droppers that will work 
in zero gravity. 

Dr. Johnson's group developed the acronym "COM
DART" which stands for College of the Mainland's Drop
let and Aerosol Reasearch Team. 

Science Professor Marilynn Kish-Molina's class is re
searching a device that will prevent the loss of bone den
sity due to prolonged stays in space. 

Kish-Molina's group is using the logo "STARZ" 
See COM Page 4 

COM physics Professor Herman Trivilino lectures on the physics involved with gravity. The students will apply 
he information on special,scfence projects with NASA. The class is part of a group working on special science 

projects which attempt to solve problems encountered by NASA mission specialists during extended space 
flights. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Priest says U .N. sanctions On Iraq target civilians 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

Where was the first wheel invented? Where was the 
first epic Gilgamesh written? Where was the first library 
built? The answer to all of these is Iraq. 

These questions began Father Simon Harak's presenta
tion "Iraq: On the Ground Behind the Headlines" spon
sored by the Social and Behavioral Sciences Team in the 

President Larry L. Stanley will retire at the end of Au
gust after 30 years at COM. Stanley has been presi
dent for 17 years. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

Leaming Resources Center Auditorium, L-131, March 23 
at 9:30 a.m. 

Harak addressed an audience stunned by the horrors 
shown in the videos of his visits to Iraq and his tales about 
the atrocities he witnessed on those visits. The horrors 
are a result of the United Nations' sanctions against Iraq 
following the Persian Gulf War. 

Harak, who has been taking food and supplies to Iraq 
during his visits, believes that the United States, through 

the United Nations, is attacking the Iraqi government 
through a siege. He defined the word siege by calling it a 
"fearful spectacle of civilian death, breaking the will of 
the people and attacking civilians to force the govern
ment and military to submit." This siege has resulted in 
more than 1 million deaths in Iraq. Harak claimed these 
actions are a violation of war laws. 

During the war, the United Nations took out the entire 
See Iraq Page 7 

Stanley to retire after 30 years at COM 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

President Larry L. Stanley will retire at the end of the 
August after 30 years of service at College of the Main
land. 

Stanley began working at COM in 1970 as a voice 
instructor. He was the first choir director at COM and 
was instrumental in starting the college music program. 
In 1975 Stanley became the chairman of the Fine Arts 
and Humanities Division until 1979 when he became a 
full-time administrator. 

In 1983, Stanley was appointed as acting president of 
the college replacing President Justis D. Sundermann 
who was removed from office. Soon after, Stanley was 
named president and has held the job for the past 17 years. 

When asked which position he would miss the most 
after retirement~ Stanley said he would miss both equally. 

"The most satisfying times of my \ife were here work
ing with students and musical performances," he said. 
"As president I have missed the close association with 

students and the gratification you get of them doing well, 
but the job as president gives you the opportunity to af
fect the whole tenor of the institution." 

After retiring, Stanley and his wife Sandra will move 
to the Texas Hill Country where they will raise Arabian 
horses on their ranch. He also plans to do some traveling 
with friends in that area. 

Stanley hopes that he has created an environment where 
students are empowered to take part in steering the learn
ing process and also teaching each other. 

"I hope the most important contribution I have made is 
that students feel this is a good place to be, and they are 
treated humanely," Stanley said. "I hope this is a place 
where they are educated well and can reach truths with
out pressure from anybody. 

"I hope we've created an atmosphere where people like 
to work and feel they are free to take action in adequate 
ways to appeal decisions, are paid well with good ben
efits, and have the freedom to be innovative without fear 

. of failure," Stanley said. "If I've contributed to creating 
that kind of environment, I will leave fulfilled." 
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COM music Professor Sparky Koerner plays "Alone Together" accompanied by guest artist John Adams during 
the GCIC Jazz Festival held March 25 In the Learning Resources Center Auditorium, L-131. Several COM stu
dents received awards at the all-day event. (Photo by Belle Rohden) 

COM hosts annual GCICjazz festival 
By BELLE RODDEN 
Staff Reporter 

· "Mira, Mira" sent a bolt of electrifying rhythm to the 
audience and back to the musicians. This piece, played in 
salsa style by the 2000 GCIC Directors' Ensemble, cre
ated musical excitement at ~ollege of the Mainland March 
25 at 8 p.m. 
· The festival was held in the Learning Resource Center 

Auditorium, L-131, from 10:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
COM hosted the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference 

Community Colleges Jazz Festival featuring both the 
COM Jazz Ensemble and the COM Jazz Combo, with 
guest artists: John Adams, acoustic bass; Tom Borling, 
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piano; and Wayne Dyess, trombone. 
Participating colleges were Brazosport, Lee, Alvin, 

North Harris and Houston Community College Central. 
The jazz ensembles and combos were judged by the guest 
artists in areas, such as precision, interpretation, intona
tion, sound quality and enthusiasm, among others. Solo
ists were judged on such things as authority, itleas and 
creativity. Adams conducted a jazz clinic and gave five 
students the opportunity to play together with his jazz en
semble to display their improvisational skills. 

"Music is about communication, not demonstration," 
Adams said. "The moment that you concentrate on tech
nique, you will be missing out on more directions of com
munication." 

Festival coordinator, COM music Professor Sparky 
Koerner, presented the awards during the evening con
cert. COM student Aaron Koerner won Outstanding So
loist on trumpet. Outstanding Soloist Musicianship awards 
went to COM students David Alexander on alto sax, Bran
don Diaz on drums, Tom Underkircher on alto sax and 
Charles Delgado on tenor sax. 

The evening concert was multifaceted with many jazz 
music styles sueµ as ballad, shuffle, upswing, slow swing 
and bossa nova. 

A murmur started from the audience and ended upstage 
in a memorable crescendo of cheers, whistles and applause 
as Adams' combo ·played "Stella by Starlight." Then 
Adams asked Sparky Koerner to come to the front of the 
combo to play a number. The audience cheered as i(.oerner 
performed "Alone Together" on his fluegelhorn, bossa 
nova style, accompanied by Borling, Bobby Adams, Ethan 
Atkinson and John Adams. 

The evening concert was dedicated to David Wheeler 
who died March 10. 

Wheeler was a music professor at San Jacinto Commu
nity. College South and a guitarist with Sparky Koerner's 
Jazz Express. 

Recruiters'-promises 
not worth the grief 

. I have encountered a growing nuisance here at 
College of the Mainland that several other students 
probably face on a regular basis.

1

No, I'm not talking 
about the ducks, I'm talking about the Army recruiters. 
Many times I have found myself a victim of one of these 
recruiters who are as annoying as telemarketers. 

One day I was having lunch with friends when a 
recruiter came at me midbite. He asked me the famous 
question, "Have you considered the Army?" The next 
day in the parking lot another recruiter, on crutches, 
hunted me down to ask the same question. 

Both times I replied, "No," and both times the 
recruiters insisted that I hear them out to make sure I 
knew what I was turning down. 

One offered me up to $40,000 for college. And as long 
as the grass is green and the sky is blue, and I am 
enlisted, I would receive free room and board and a 
monthly allmyance. 

I again said no, yet he still insisted that I give him my 
name and number to schedule an appointment with him. 

I finally escaped from him although I did have to take 
his business card to appease him. So after this talk I sat 
down and thought about what the Army or any_ other 
branch of the military could offer me. 

One of the recruiters asked me to give him _one good 
reason why I did not want to join the Army. He said that 
for every reason I had against joining, he would give me 
five reasons why I should join. 

So I tried to think of good reasons to join. Forty 
thousand dollars for college sounds very nice. Then I 
remembered a friend who enlisted in the Marines and 
left for boot camp the weekend after we graduated from 
high school. He started college the next fall, but never 
saw any of his $40,000 until the spring semester. 
Because of this, he had to work two to three jobs to pay 
his tuition, the rent for his on-camP.US apartment and any 
other expenses he had, while he was a full-time student. 

Then I thought of my friend who joined the Army 
after high school to support his wife and son. He told me 
how boot camp had desensitized him and trained him to 
be a killing machine. He also told me how the Army 
treated some of th'e recruits. Women were constantly 
harassed by cadets and even officers, and the outcasts of 
the units were often humiliated and assaulted by both 
cadets and officers. In one case, a man reported such 
actions to Army officials and was consequently beaten 
and dishonorably discharged. What is even worse is that 
according to a TIME magazine survey, 75 percent of 
minority cadets still feel1acial discrimination. 

Now some may say those are just a few cases. Well, 
even so, those are still too many cases. Why should I 
sign my life away if I must live under those conditions? 

I also considered the last few wars and conflicts this 
country has taken part in. There was the war in Vietnam 
that lasted for many years despite the fact that a large 
number of American citizens protested the war. Then 
there was the Persian Gulf War or the "Gas War" in 
which our armed forces were defending business 
interests in Middle Eastern oil. 

So I rea1ized that I had no interest in signing over my 
life to the military with the possibility of being beaten or 
threatened just to be prepared for a situation where 1 
might kill the innocent civilians of another country. 

Furthermore, I have no desire to give my life to an 
organization that holds prejudice against its people 
based on race, gender or any other reason. 

So, to all the recruiters, find another victim. 



lnterCOM cartoonist Brad Stevenson has had a passion for art from an early age. Drawing comes naturally to 
Stevenson who thinks that school is a priority. He seeks a master's degree in art and hopes to see. his work 
displayed in a gallery some day. (Photo by Rachel Delanoix) 

Cartoonist attends COM for graphic arts 
ByRACHELDEIANOIX 
Copy Editor 

You've probably passed him in the hall. He is the quiet 
person in a blue zippered sweater with his hands in his 
pockets and his green eyes taking in his surroundings. Little 
would you know that with those hidden hands, he creates 
beautiful artwork that has adorned everything from Christ
mas cards to the walls of the University of Houston-Clear 
Lake Art Gallery. 

His name is Brad Stevenson and he is a 1994 graduate 
of La Marque High School, a student at College of the 
Mainland and cartoonist for InterCOM, the newspaper. 

. Currently Stevenson is studying graphic arts at COM. 
"For a career, I'd like to be a graphic artist and work more 
with computers on a full-time basis and do other artwork 
on the side." He plans to continue graduate school at 
UHCL, the University of North Texas in Denton or Stephen 
F. Austin State University in Nacogdoches. 

Stevenson attended UHCL and COM alternately be
tween 1994 and 1999. Graduating from UHCL in May 
1999, he received a bachelor's degree in applied design 
and visual arts. He attended graduate school at UHCL last 
fall to work toward a master's degree in humanities. 

At COM in spring 1996, Stevenson won an honorable 
mention in the Texas Intercollegiate Press Association 
contest for a cartoon in InterCOM on voting. 

While at UHCL Stevenson had several prints published 
in UHCL's Bayousphere magazine for which he was the 
art editor. He also was a teacher's assistant in printmaking. 
In 1998 Stevenson made a print of a bluejay which was 
chosen for an UHCL Christmas card. 

"After I graduated UHCL, I came back to COM to take 
some of the graphic arts classes that I hadn't taken be
fore," Stevenson explained. "As long as I'm here at COM 
I'll probably do cartoons for the lnterCOM, too. So, I'll 
continue graduate school after I get done taking the classes 
I need to take here." 

Though Stevenson is focusing on a financially secure 
and realistically stable career, he hasn't let go of his dreams 
of greatness. "It would be nice to make a living selling 
artwork. That's really not practical, but I would like to 
have some of my art in a gallery or have it be well-known." 

He elaborates: "I might do freelance work, such as writ
ing magazine articles or submitting illustrations or car
toons, designing ads for companies, logos, websites, CD 
ROMs. But I'd also like to work on my own art on the side 
and begin doing what I want to do." 

But school comes first for this studious artist. "I want to 
get a master's degree in art," says Stevenson, a level
headed 24-year-old who credits_his success as an artist to 
more than just natural-born talent. "You learn as you go 
along, but I would recommend design classes, just basic 
drawing classes. It comes pretty easily for me, but the more 
you practice, the better you get." 

Stevenson knew from an early age that art was his pas
sion. "That's always been what I've been best at." 

As he has gtown as an artist, Stevenson has acquired a 
broader spectrum of interests. 

"I've done drawing with pastels, drawing pencils, char
coal, painting. Last year I did some sculpting with clay; I 
did some welding. I took a sculpture class last year at Clear 
Lake and I really enjoyed that more than I thought I 
would." 

There is always something new to learn, and Stevenson 
knows the value of keeping his eyes open. To be a good 
artist, he says "you have to be aware of what's going on in 
the world." 
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Family, friends cope 
with bipolar disorder 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Staff Reporter 

Biploar disorder is a type of mental illness which can 
be characterized by "highs" and "lows." It affects people 
of all ages and can be difficult to live with. 

Ramona Benton of the Gulf Coast Center presented 
"What is Bipolar Disorder and Coping Techniques for 
Consumers, Family and Friends" at College of the Main
land March 30. According to Benton's material, bipolar 
disorder, which used to be called manic depressive ill
ness, is characterized by three stages: mild hypomania, 
mania and psychotic mania. When patients experience high 
periods they can appear to act happy, carefree, joking. They 
also are prone to mood swings . 
. Low periods include lowering of inhibitions, more vio

lent mood swings, possibly assaultive behavior and maybe 
even suicide attempts. 

Several medications, such as Depakote, Lithium and 
Zyprexa are administered to control the disease, but some 
people's bodies cannot handle the reactions. Lithium can 
be dangerous for some patients because of its toxic lev
els. Blood levels need to be checked frequently to asses 
the level of toxicity. 

"Everyone is different," Benton said. "What works for 
some, may not work for others. That is an important fac
tor to remember." 

Some personality traits of all three stages include not 
taking responsibility for one's actions, shifting blame to 
others, not caring about outcomes of serious situations, 
eagerness for attention, low self-esteem, poor personal 
hygiene, using profane language, irregular sleep patterns 
and sexual promiscuity. 

This disease is difficult during the teen years for family 
and friends because of the dangers of drug abuse, promis
cuity and peer pressure. At 17, a youth is no longer con
sidered a minor, making it hard for parents keep control 
of teens who are subject to being out of control. 

One parent, who asked not to be identified, said: "I've 
had to call the police several times on my child, who runs 
away frequently. We have a really hard time controlling 
her and when she turns 17, the police can't do anything." 

Some don't understand that teens affected by the disor
der may get into trouble or may threaten to harm them
selves and others, which can result in police intervention. 

For parents who have problems coping with bipolar chil
dren, Benton suggests doing something for themselves to 
release tension and stress. "Find a life outside of the dis
ease," she said. "Take a walk, go see a movie." 

• • I 

" 
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Geneva Murphy welcomes Jason Klimisch (standing) and Patrick Bush at the front desk of the COM Gym. Murphy, 
who has worked at the Gym more than 21 years, coordinates athletic activities. "I've seen kids come to the 
college, grow up and 10-15 years later still remember me," she says. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

Geneva Murphy, friendly face in Gym 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
Staff Reporter 

Every weekday from 2-10 p.m. a familiar face can 
barely be seen from behind the front desk of the College 
of the Mainland Gym. This same face has been behind 
that desk for more than 21 years and has no plans to retire 
any time soon. 

Most Gym users probably know who this person is but 
for those who do not, this is Geneva Murphy. Murphy, 
although short in stature, is one of the most visible people 
at COM. However, she does not always get the recogni
tion she deserves. 

Not only does Murphy check the IDs and take the money 
of the individuals who enter the Gym, but she also helps 
coordinate activities that go on in and outside of the Gym. 
She takes the names and collects the money of the par
ticipants for activities, such as volleyball leagues, and run 
or walk races. 

Perhaps Murphy's hardest job is having to deal with 
the loud and rowdy people who inhabit the Gym on Mon
days, Wednesdays and Fridays from 6:30-10 p.m. 

Of course, Murphy isn't one to fuss because she really 
loves her job and enjoys the people she deals with. . 

"I've seen kids come to the college, grow up and 10-15 

years later still remember me," Murhpy says. "That's 
something I really cherish." 

A real people person, Murphy is always talking to some
one, no matter their age. Her heartwarming laugh can be 
heard from even the back of the Gym. 

The only part of her job Murphy doesn't enjoy is when 
she has to tell everyone that the Gym is closing and it's 
time to go home. "I really hate the look on some of the 
kids' faces when the clock turns 10 and it's time to lock 

. the place down," Murphy says. "It's not a very good way 
to end the day. Of cour~e, when I come back to work at 2 
p.m. those same and even new smiling faces are back to 
enjoy themselves." 

With her long tenure at the same post, Murphy has many 
fond memories of happenings in the Gym. Though she 
has seen numerous individuals get arrested and others get 
into fights, her good memories outweigh the bad. 

Murphy has one daughter and two grandsons who all 
live in Virginia. She loves the Rockets and can't wait to 
watch the Astros play in their new stadium. Murphy's other 
interests are going to movies, gambling in Louisiana and 
playing the lottery. 

If you've never had a chance to talk to Murphy, just 
say "Hi," when you step up to the desk and see what kind 
of c?nversation you can get into. 

Artist explores medical imaging as art 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Staff Reporter 

Author Bettyann Holtzman Kevles came to College of 
the Mainland on March 28 to speak about her book Na
ked to the Bone which deals with the use of medical im
aging as a form of art. 

Kevles, whose lecture focused on medical imaging as 
an artform, was inspired by her mother who was a painter 
and who also ~ad an interest in medical imaging, using it 
as a model for her art. Kevles believes that these draw
ings represent a form of expression as only the body can 
present. She cites artist Francis Bacon as an inspiration. 
'.'I find his work exciting, using X-ray as a guide." 

Kevles also has written Watching the Wild Apes: The 
Primate Studies of Goodall, Fossey and Galdikas and 
Females of the Species: Sex and Survival in the Animal 
Kingdom. These are just two of the many books she has 
authored. 

The first X-ray was discovered by accident in 1895 by 

Wilhem Conrad Roentgen at the Royal University of 
Wuerzburg in Wuerzburg, Germany. Doctors use X-rays 
to view bones and to see internal organs through ingested 
barium or injected dyes. Some artists use magnetic reso
nance imaging in their artworks, Kevles said. MRis are 
designed to detect tearings and other abnormalities in tis
sue and muscle. MRis are different from X-rays because 
they do not use dyes which can be harmful and do nrt 
subject_the patient to large amounts of radiation. 

The COM Art Gallery exhibited artists: Tori Ellison, 
Jeannette Claire Landrie, Steve Miller, Todd Siler, 
Katherine Sherwood, Janet Kastner and Shirley 
J(linghoffer, who use medical imaging as a fonn. of art. 
The exhibit featured works from sculptures to quilts, all 
e,xpressing the body and feelings. 

After viewing the works of art, COM student Belle 
Rohden said: "It gives a different perspective, seeing 
someone from the inside instead of from the outside. What 
could be more. personal than exposing' your innermost 
body as a work of art?" 

COM students to fly on 
NASA's 'vomit comet' 
Continued from Page 1 
(Strength Training Applied Resistance in Zero Gravity). 

These products are needed to counteract the physiologi
cal effects that zero gravity has on astronauts on extended 
space missions. 

Presently, nasal sprays used by NASA in a zero-gravity 
environment have a tendency to flow as a stream due to 
the natural cohesion of water molecules rather than as a 
fine mist which is necessary for the delivery of medica
tions to the nasal passages. Aerosol preparations have been 
used since the Apollo era to treat nasal congestion. 

Another project for Johnson's class is to research the 
availability of an eye dropper that will deliver medica
tion to an astronaut 's eye. Present eye droppers produce a 
drop that in zero gravity floats about the cabin. • 

Molina's students are testing the feasibility of using a 
Russian-designed bungee cord appliance. The appliance 
would allow' astronauts to overcome bone density loss by 
means of exercise. 

According to NASA representative Dr. Charles D. 
Lloyd, lead coordinating scientist of the biomedical re
search and countermeasures program, the bone loss oc
curs in the lower extremities of astronauts spending 30 
days or more in a zero-gravity environment. During a 
space mission the astronaut's lower body does not receive 
the impact and resistance exercise that is normal on Earth's 
gravitational environment. On a mission in space astro
nauts mostly exercise the upper portion of their bodies. 

Dr. Lloyd, who is acting as a mentor/facilitator between 
NASA and the students, believes that bone loss can be 
prevented through exercise in addition to pharmacologi
cal means (such as calcium supplements). The students 
will be working to make improvements on three existing 
types of exercises: squats, dead lifts and heel lifts using 
the Soviet bungee cord and other appliances. 

During April four of the students will put their findings 
to the test by taking part in the "reduced gravity program" 
operated by NASA at the Johnson Space Center. 

The reduced gravity program was started in 1959 to 
investigate human and hardware reactions to operating in 
a weightless environment. The reduced gravity environ
ment is obtained with a specially modified KC-135A tur
bojet transport, which flies parabolic arcs to produce 
weightless periods of 20 to 25 seconds. The KC-135A 
can also provide short periods of lunar (1/6 g) and Mar-
tian (1/3 g) gravity. ' 

A typical mission of the KC-135A, also known as the 
"vomit comet," is two to three hours long and consists of 
30 to 40 parabolas. To re~ch the parabola, the KC-135A 
flies to 24,000 feet and then begins an ascent to approxi
mately 33,000 feet. When it reaches the apex it begins a 
free fall to the 24,000 feet cruising altitude. This provides 
several levels of g-force maneuvers, from negative (0.1 
g), approximately 15 seconds; zero-g, approximately 25 
seconds; Lunar-g (1/6 g), approximately 40 seconds; and 
Martian (1/~ g), approximately 30 seconds. 

Accmding to Fabian Sifuentes, a student in Professor 
Johnson's group, some of these tests have not been con
ducted by NASA. 

Physics Professor Herman Trevilino is assisting the 
groups with instruction on the physics of zero gravity ef
fects encountered by astronauts on missions. 

Mandy Testa, a student in Molina's group, is scheduled 
to put the group's experiment to a test aboard the KC-
135A during the April 16 and 17 flights. "I don't feel ner
vous," Testa said. "I have been watching some videos of 
the KC-135A and some of the experiments." 

Beth Shepherd, NASA's lead astronaut strength 
conditioninig and rehab specialist and Carol Grunfeld, 
private pilot, astronaut spouse and exercise enthusiast are 
mentoring Kish-Molina's group. 

According to Eddie Canales, a student in Dr. Johnson's 
class, his group has assembled a proposal which outlines 
~bjectives, procedures and resources necessary to carry 
out their experiment on the KC-135A. 
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Templer committed 
to reorganization 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

A College of the Mainland faculty member for 23 years, 
environmentalist, artist (painter) and musicfan, James 
Templer is the new vice president/dean of Instruction. 

Templer states that he is happy in his new position, but 
mi.sses teaching the arts. 

Since his arrival at COM, Templer has taught in the 
performing and visual arts. He holds both a bachelor's 
and a master's degree in fine arts from East Texas State 
University in Commerce. 

Presently he is working on a doctorate at the Univer
sity of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston in Arts in Vi
sual Studies in the Medical Humanities. "I am learning 
about the philosophy of ethics," Templer said. 

As a musician he plays the guitar and occasionally plays 
with the COM Jazz Ensemble when there is a need. 

His love for nature and the environment is reflected in 
his artwork. 

One of his drawings, a graphite drawing titled "Wet
land with Computers" is on display in the Social and Be
havioral Sciences Suite A, in the Leaming Resources 
Center. The drawing depicts a landscape littered with com
puters. It is a part of a series in which Templer addresses 
the concept of using resources wisely. 

It is interesting to note that due to the proliferation of 
obsolete computers and television sets found in land fills, 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has recently 
made it illegal for businesses to dispose of their comput
ers and TV sets in the trash. 

Lead found in cathode ray tubes of TV and computer 
monitors is contaminating the environment. 

Presently, Massachusetts has banned the disposal of 
computer screens and TV sets in landfills and incinera
tors. They are now required to be taken to a collection 
center where they are refurbished or recycled. 

"We have an obligation to work with the community to 
better the environment," Templer said 

Templer believes that COM is a part of the infrastruc
ture that will train and educate future leaders to maintain 
the environment. "No doubt, there is a co-relationship be
tween industry and CQM as it relates to the stewardship 
of the environment." 

During his speech at the Spring Convocation in the 
Learning Resources Center Auditorium, L-131 Jan. 10, 
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Former fine arts Professor James Templer is the new vice president/dean of Instruction at COM. Tem'pler consid
ers himself a "hands-on administrator" and an evironmentalist. As a musician, he occasionally plays the guitar 
with the COM Jazz Ensemble. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Templer spoke to a rpom filled with faculty, staff and 
adminstrators about being a "hands-on administrator." 

During his speech he talked about five projects that he 
feels must be in place this semester: 

" . 1. Reorganize the instructional teams with specific 
responsibilities and goals. 

2. Establish a standing curriculum committee rep
resented by faculty and administration . • 

· 3. Establish a distance education coordinator. 
Alex Pratt, former d~an of Instruction and Stu
dent Developement, has agreed to serve. 

4. Establish a campuswide evaluation process 
with timelines. 

5. Appoint a chairperson for the steering com-
mittee for the upcoming self-study assessment 
program in preparation for the Southern 
Association of Colleges and colleges evaluation for 
accreditation. English Professor Kathye Bergin has 
accepted 

the position. 
Templer said that since he was the chairman for the last 

SACS evaluation ,tie would serve as an adviser to the steer
ing coqunittee. 

H"e said as the new vice president he intends to be inter
active by participating in team meetings and plans to work 

. directly with team leaders. 
During his convocation speech Templer also made the 

commitment to protect the well-being and integrity of stu
dents, faculty and staff in the learning and teaching envi
ronment. "The principles that will guide my actions are, 
first do no harm," Templer told the audience. 

Templer also vowed to support the professional devel
opment needs of faculty and to promote scholarly research. 
He also promised to provide innovative educational ex
periences for students and community members as re
sources will allow. 

The new vice president is committed to finding resources 
when needed. "One of my main goals is to make your job 
easier and more rewarding ... , " Templer said. 

Davenport relishes diversity of new position at college 

COM Vice President/Dean of Student Affairs Pam Dav
enport has a personal interest in making student suc
cess her main goal. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland has a new face around cam
. pus. The face belongs to the new Vice President/Dean of 
Student Affairs Pam Davenport. 

Originally from Oklahoma, Davenport is no stranger 
to the Texas Gulf Coast region. Every summer from her 
childhood on, her family has rented a house in Galveston 
and taken some time to relax. 

Davenport received her bachelor's degree in manage
ment from Oklahoma City University. She received her 
master's degree in human relations from the University 
of Oklahoma in Norman and is currently working on her 
dissertation for her doctorate in higher education from 
University of Oklahoma. · 

Prior to joining the COM staff,. Davenport was em
ployed at pklahoma City Community Co liege for 24 years 
under many titles, her final one being dean of counseling 
and assessment. After that she relocated to Oklahoma 
State University in Oklahoma City to be the vice presi
dent of student services from September 1997 to Decem
ber 1999. She was named vice president/dean of Student 
Affairs at COM in December. 

Davenport's position at COM is diverse. Her duties 
include supporting student affairs, advisement, admis
sions, police, student activities, counseling, testing and 

job placement teams, as well as supporting the fostitution 
in general. She also is responsible for taking care of ad
ministrative paperwork and e-mails, dealing with student 
concerns, attending team meetings and working with sev
eral committees. Currently she is trying to get more in
volved off campus with community work. 

"One reason I really like this job is that it is so diverse," 
Davenport said. "The primary reason I am at COM is be
cause of the teams. No ot'her school in the country is like 
this. Of course, there are things that don't work, but there 
are also things that do work, and you have to take those 
that work and kind of run with them. My main goal here 
at COM is student success. I have a personal interest in 
working with the students." 
. She describes herself as a learner, a nurturer and one 
who is always searching for ways to improve herself. 

Davenport is not all work and no play. In her spare time, 
she enjoys reading and is especially interested in self-help 
books. She also enjoys reading about history, especially 
World War II and the Holocaust, as well as American
Indian and African-American history. 

Davenport also enjoys sports and is an avid Big XII 
Conference and OSU football fan. She has even kept her 
season tickets to OSU football and plans. on "going home 
often in the fall to attend the games." 

Davenport has one daughter, Angee, who is an accoun
tant in Oklahoma where the rest of her family lives. 
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COM stude11t Chuong Vu returns a shot during a table tennis match at GCIC Sports Day. Vu went on to win first 
place in the table tennis tournament. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM student takes first at Sports Day 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
Staff Reporter 

With College of the Mainland's sports reputation on 
the line, several COM students participated in the Gulf 
Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day March 23 at 
both Kingwood and North Harris community colleges. 

Chuong Vu won first place in the table tennis tourna
ment out of six participants. He brought home COM's 
only first place finish. 

The softball team competed on a privately owned field 
outside of Kingwood College. 

In their first game the COM softball team barely got 
edged 7-6 by San Jacinto Central. COM lost the first game 
in the double elimination tournament. 

In tbe second game COM crushed Montgomery Col
lege 26-2 with COM student Jon Pryor hitting three 
homeruns. COM then beat Kingwood 8-6 scoring two runs 
in the final inning to advance to the first round of play
offs. 

The team went up against Brazosport College. 

Brazosport beat COM 9-5 giving the COM softball team 
a tie for third place with San Jacinto Central. Despite los
ing, co-captain DanielleAyala was pleased with the team's 
finish saying, "We played hard and although coming up 
short, we gave it our best effort." • 

COM's basketball team also finished third with a hard
fought effort by Matt Klingenberg, Chris Galvan, Schon 
Brooks and Dominique Green. Winning three out four in 
double elimination, COM lost to Lee College in the first 
round of the playoffs giving them third place. 

Another third place finish came from COM's volley
ball team. Thyais Bogan, one of the women spikers for 
the team said, "We did really well, but we didn't play our 
hardest." 

Jennifer West and Brian Berg, the COM tennis players, 
finished their marks at two wins and two losses. 

Kenneth Miller, the only COM participant in billiards 
gave a valiant effort for COM and tried his hardest to 
bring liome a spot in the top three, but was unsuccesful. 

Considering the, stiff competition from the other schools 
at Sports Day, COM athletes were productive finishing in 
the top three in four out of six events. 

Rapper DMX lights up Galveston bank 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Copy Editor 

It was nearly ~idnight when my best friend and I drove 
into Galveston Wednesday, March 22. The streets were 
quiet, dark and mostly empty. As we headed down 
Harborside Drive toward 21st Street, we noticed an un
usual light eminating from the roof of the U.S. National 
Bank. "There it is," I said, with nervous anticipation. 

As we passed Post Office Street looking for a place to 
park, a bright white light glared from the block surround
ing the bank. Giant lamps were suspended more than a 
hundred feet in the air, illuminating the street which was 

filled with police cars, camera crews and SWAT team 
members. Three helicopters thundered overhead, sweep
ing huge spotlights across the building. 

Making our way toward the focus of the commotion, 
we saw a police car rush toward the building, its wheels 
sliding on the dangerously wet road. The car skidded nois
ily and spun around as the driver slammed on the brakes. 
Policemen sprang from the vehicle, weapons ready. We 
hurried to the front of the building and joined a few dozen 
bystanders. Someone mentioned hostages, and I saw a 
gang _of strippers close in on the police officers. A man 
shouted through a megaphone, and I watched the bank 

See Bystanders Page 7 

Who will take care· 
of COM ducks? 

, E!~11s . 
de la Cerda Jr. 

According to a book some call the "good book," we 
are responsible for our environment to include the flora 
and fauna within it. Of course, some subscribe to other 
beliefs, and some will say, " It is not my problem." 

Let me begin my story by describing what a College 
of the Mainland student (who chose to remain anony
mous) reported to me. "This morning (March. 29), I saw 
a duck that had apparently been hit by a car. It was in 
Parking Lot A, by the Student Center. The duck was 
missing the top part of its beak, and its legs were curled 
under it." He reported the duck to the campus police. 

According to the student, the duck appeared mangled 
and was in a pool of fluid. Later I looked at the spot 
where he had found the duck. All that was left was a 
blood stain on the ground. The duck was still alive when 
he left it. 

By now some of you may have seen a petition that I 
initiated in which an appeal is made to the COM 
administration to do something to prevent the ducks 
from becoming road kill on the Emmett F. Lowry 
Expressway feeder road adjacent to the campus. 

For one reason or another, the COM ducks wander 
onto the road and become casualties of drivers who, 
rather than lose five seconds by going around the animal 
in their frantic attempt to reach their destination, simply 
run over .the ducks without much thought as to whether 
the animals are dead or will ju_st lie there injured until 
other drivers with the same mentality come by and finish 
the gory job. Most of the ducks I have found dead have 
been run over so many times that they are flattened 
beyond recognition. · 

Contrary to popular belief, the ducks are not all just 
wild ducks or ducks that have been dumped here by 
people who learned that the cute little green and orange 
ducklings they got for their kids at Easter would some 
day become full-grown ducks. 

Originally 11 ducks were donated to COM in April 
1973 by Bernard Levin of Texas City. He donated the 
ducks to commemorate the 11 Israeli athletes assassi
nated in Munich in the Olympic compound, by a group 
of Palestinian terrorists on Sept. 5, 1972. 

It is probable that the original 11 ducks are no longer 
in existence, but it is likely that the ducks that inhabit 
Lake Eckert are· direct descendants of the initial birds. 

The legacy created by Levin to commemorate the 11 
slain athletes also is embodied in the flock that remains. 

The problem of killed and maimed ducks is not going 
to go away by ignoring it. Some folks don't care about 
the ducks. But consider what would happen if there were 
no ducks. Bugs would proliferate and the whole ecosys
tem would be out of balance. 

The rest of the community is beginning to notice that 
there is a problem. Lora-Marie Bernard, a Texas City 
Sun reporter, wrote ("Ducks and Traffic do not mix 
[March 18"]), "Thursday evening seven dead ducks 
lined the road between the COM pond (Lake Eckert) and 
the marshy weeded knoU that leads to Emmett F. Lowry 
Express"{a y." 

According to Fabian Sifuentes, president of the Phi 
Theta Kappa Sigma Delta chapter at COM, the honor 
society is looking at the possibility of relocating the 
ducks to Highland Bayou Park in La Marque. "We are 
trying to do something," Sifuentes said. "We are just 
looking into the legalities of it." 

I am certain that the ~OM administration is looking at 
taking action on this matter, and therefore, a petition to 
save the ducks should not be necessary. 



SAB Mardi Gras party 
celebrated March 7 
By NAOMI GRIMALDO 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
entertained students, faculty and staff with a Mardi Gras 
Festival in the Learning Resources Center breezeway 
March 7. 

Music Professor Sparky Koerner led a long procession 
of people to the tune of "When the Saints Go Marching 
ln" while the COM Jazz Combo accompanied. 

"[ think we have a great turnout and I hope everyone 
stays to hear Sparky," said SAB sponsor Maryann Urick 
during the party. 

Those at the pr~-spring break celebration took advan
tage of the music and free jambalaya, red beans, rice, cake, 
and drinks while SAB members passed out beads and mer
chant discount cards to all participants. 

"l saw the·banners and they announced it in class, so I 
came," said COM student Danielle Ayala. 

The SAB sponsors the Mardi Gras party every year to 
celebrate the end of the two-week Mardi Gras extrava
ganza held in Galveston, as well as to increase the mem
bership of the organization. The board is responsible for 
organizing th_e majority of activities across campus. 
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COM music Professor Sparky Koerner leads a procession of revelers througth the LAC breezeway while the 
COM Jazz Combo accompanies to the tune of "When the Saints Go Marching In." The SAB served free food and 
soft drinks and handed out free beads. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Iraq population suffers from disease, malnutrition 
Continued from Page 1 ----------
country 's electricity and all seven liydroelectric dams. 
Losing its electricity, Harak said, leaves Iraq with no en
ergy for incubators, life support or water treatment and 
no refrigeration for medicine or blood supplies. 

Harak also stated that the U.N. military purposely 
Jiombed innocent civilians during the war. Approximately 
83,000. tons of bombs were dropped during the Persian 
Gulf War, which is more than all the bombs used in World 
War· II. Harak claimed that U.S. government statements 
indicating only military bases were hit with smart bombs 
(which are computer-guided bombs that are accurate 
within inches) were false. Sixty percent of those, Harak 
said were dropped on cities and villages. Only 7 percent 
of all bombing was smart bombing, he added. His statis
tics were compiled from U.N. reports. 

Another weapon used, Harak said was 660,000 p~mnds 
of depleted uranium. Depleted uranium, which is 1. 7 times 
as dense as lead and 60 percent as radioactive as regular 
uranium, was used for the first time during the Persian 
Gulf War. The depleted uranium was shaped into bullets. 
One of the reasons uranium was used is that it can pen
etrate any steel and self-sharpens as well as heats while 
penetrating metal. 

Harak's main objective was to inform the audience abo~t 

what has happened to Iraqi civilians as a result of the 
sanctions that the U.S. government is not talking about. 
Most Iraqi oil has been taken off the market, Harak said. 
Iraq is allowed to sell $2.2 to $5 billion worth of oil for 
food and medical supplies, which Harak said works out 
to about $1 per citizen per day. 

Oil money was 80 percent of Iraq's economy, Harak 
said, and witlf70 percent of the country's food ancf medi
cal supplies having to be imported, the nutritional qual
ity and amounts of food have suffered as well. 

To receive food or medical supplies, [raq must make 
contracts through committees set up by the U.N. Secu
rity Council. The problem with this, Harak said is that 
any member can veto any request for any reason. Once, 
Iraq made a request for powdered milk because 30 per
cent of Iraqi women are anemic due to malnutrition. The 
United States vetoed the request because the powder con
tained phosphates which can be used to make bombs. 

Another result of the sanctions, Harak said is that while 
the government is saying they are giving Iraq certain sup
plies they need, the United Nations is not allowing them 
to have the complementary supplies necessary to use these 
materials. "Insulin is supplied, but syringes have been 
vetoed," Harak said. "We let them have dental chairs but 
vetoed the compressors that move them up and down. 

"One of the things ,you don't hear on the news is that 
we are still bombing Iraq every day," Harak said. He pre
sented a video sh wing the ciocumstances Iraqi citizens 
face daily. A distraught woman was running the streets in 
terror after her father's face had been melted during a 
bombing. Anoth·er woman lay with her entire body 
wrapped in bandages while the doctors were informing 

tiara tnat7ier tliree sons,nusbana and trfends v1s1ting 
her were killed when their house was bombed. A young 
girl suffering from leukemia lay in a hospital bed W«tak 
and bandaged because of an infection cau~ed by the dirty 
syringe used in her IV. A 6-month-old baby whose stom
ach had swollen from liver cancer lay in his bed crying 
but was too weak to open his mouth. 

While in Iraq, Harak learned that 500,000 children un
der the age of 5 had died after the sanctions were estab
lished. He saw children playing in the sewage that flowed 
in the streets. He also saw a mass outbreak of diseases, 
such as dysentery, typhoid fever and malaria. 

Harak concluded that the sanctions against lraq are un
ethical, illegal and inhumane because they target the 
civilian population to try and break the Iraqi government. 

For more information about Harak a~d Iraq, visit the 
Voices in the Wilderness organization website at 
<www.nonviolence.org/vitw>. 

Bystanders watch as video experience proves worthwhile 
Continued from Page 6 ----------
robber fall from the roof, his limbs flailing as a silvery 
spotlight followed him all the way to the sidewalk. 

"Cut!" yelled the man with the megaphone. "Let's do it 
again." The stuntman brushed himself off and prepared 
for another slow ascent to the roof, suspended by a steel 
cable on counterweights. The policemen chatted pleas
antly with the dancers, and a woman with long red hair 
dabbed makeup on the faces of the SWAT team. In fact 
the quietest one of the bunch was a small man in a khaki 
jacket with a blue fisherman's hat pulled low over his eyes. 
He was director David Meyers and this was the setting of 
the newest video for rapper DMX called "Party On." 

[ was in with the extras, practicing looking "scared, 
worried and curious," as per my instructions. I stood at 
the front of a police barricade behind the ambulance that 
held the jumper. The negotiator was filmed just in front of 
us in a scene where he walked around the ambulance to 
check on the man he tried to save. 

Earlier that evening, DMX had finished shooting his 

scenes and had left for Houston where he was scheduled 
to perform, so the video location was mostly empty of 
onlookers when we arrived. About a dozen people 
watched from a parking garage on the opposite corner of 
the street but most preferred a closer view, milling around 
the set and taking pictures with what they hoped were 
soon-to-be-famous extras. 

To be an extra, I had to sign a release stating that I 
allowed the use of my image in the video, though I'm 
pretty sure I'm only a blur. I was suprised at the number 
of people who didn't want to be in the video, especially 
with the prospect of peing seen around "the world. The 
success of the video is virtually guaranteed by the enor
mous popularity of the song. [n this generation of Say
What Karaoke and Total Request Live, it seemed 
suprising that anyone would tum down the opportunity 
to be in regular rotation on MTV. 

Videos by director Meyers include "Take A Picture" 
by Filter, "Love is Blind" by Eve with Faith Evans, 
"There You Go" by Pink and "That's What I'm Looking 

A< 

_For" by Da Brat. 
Meyers was most recently seen on-MTV's Making the 

Video, Monday, March 27, directing Da Brat's newest 
video, "What Chu Like." [nan interview with MTV's Chris 
Connelly, Da Brat had this to say about the director: "Dave 
Meyers is a great producer, director. He sent me the treat
ment. I read it. He had some kind of off-the-wall stuff in 
there at first. I was like, 'All right, we're gonna have to 
take 'em step by step. I'm not getting naked in the bed
room. I'm not rapping on top of some guy and freaking 
him at the same time.' I was like, 'We're gonna have to 
take it gradually. In this video, [ will wear the tight stuff. 
I'll wear the makeup. I will do all the interactions and 
dancing and everything."' 

Meyers also has directed videos for Buckcherry, L.L. 
Cool J, Master P, Hanson, Jay•Z, Powerman 5000, Static
X, and Goodie M.O.B. with TLC. Perhaps his most well
known video to date is "Bawitdaba" by Kid Rock, which 
was nominated at the 1999 MTV Video Music Awards for 
Best Rock Video and Best New Artist in a Video. 
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What's Happening 

COM student Larry Guice (in monkey suit) displays how violating social norms such as dressing like a monkey 
can be disruptive in a classroom setting while Professor Alice Watford (right) lectures. Watford's Monday-Wednes
day 9:30 a.m. Introduction to Sociology class is learning the impact that following social norms has on individu
als in society. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

Children focus of 3rd violence workshop 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

The third in a serie's of four domestic violence semi
nars, ''The Impact on Children," was held Thursday, March 
24, at College of the Mainland. 

The seminar, held in the Learning Resources Center 
Auditorium, L-131, and sponsored by the Student Activi
ties Board began with the video, "The Impact of Domes
tic Violence on Children." 

The video covered the many effects domestic violence 
has on children's lives. According to the video, children 
do not have to be physically abused to be harmed by do-. 
mestic violence. Seeing their mother or father being beaten 
can cause children to take on violent behavior. 

Children who live in homes where domestic abuse oc
curs share common characteristics: They often imitate the 
abuser in their play, are more aggressive and have short 
tempers. They can be agitated easily and have either a 
great fear of strangers or become very attached to them. 

Domestic abuse can affect children both mentally and 
physically. They may suffer from stomach aches, urinary 
and bowel problems including wetting the bed during their 
pre-teen years and having nightmares. 

The children often feel that it is their fault that their 
mother is being beaten. As a result, they often try to de
fend their mother and end up being beaten themselves. 

The video also chronicles a teen-age boy whose father 
beat his mother. He always thought he could protect his 
mother until the day he tried to defend her and found him
self receiving a punch. He told how there were times when 
his mother would move with him, his brother and sister to 
their aunt's home after their mother was beaten, but they 
would always end up moving back home because his fa
ther would threaten her by telling her she would never see 
the children again if she and the children didn't come back. 
Presently, the youth's biggest problem is that he is now in 
his first serious relationship, and he has hit his girlfriend. 

Another portion of the video shows a brother and sister, 
who lived in a house with domestic abuse, being observed 
while playing house. They have a fight and the boy throws 
a stack of toy plates and pushes his sister down. 

According to the video, children who view domestic 
violence are six times more likely to commit or attempt 
suicide, 24 percent are more likely to commit a sex crime, 
74 percent are more likely to commit a crime against a 
person, and 50 percent are more likely to abuse alcohol. 

Suzanne Schwab, Associate Judge of 306th Family 
Court; John Nelson,juvenile probation officer in Galveston 
County; and Bonnie Robert§, Women's Resource Crisis 
Center administrative coordinator, were on hand to speak 
about the effects domestic abuse has on children. 

The last seminar- is set for April 27 at 12:30 p.m. 
For information or help call 1 (800) 799-SAFE (7233). 

Five outstanding teacher nominees named 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland students, faculty and staff 
members recently had the chance to vote on which fac
ulty member should be named this year's outstanding 
teacher; 207 votes were gathered. 

From Feb. 28-March 10, poliing stations were set up at 
15 locations around campus. Students and faculty were 
eligible to nominate the teacher they felt was most de
serving of this honor. Forty-four full-time and 14 adjunct 
faculty members were nominated, and the top five were 
named as finalists. · 

The finalists for CO M's 2000 Outstanding Teacher are 

Carla Boone, business education; John Buffa, technical/ 
industrial education; Gay Reeves, nursing; David Smith, 
social science; and Renate True, science. 

The five will now be observed teaching a class by the 
selection committee, headed by last year's winner, former 
science professor, Joanna Kile, who is now the project di
rector for the Center for the Advancement of Process Tech
nology. The group is composed of students named to the 
dean's list 

The COM faculty member chosen as outstanding teacher 
will receive $1,500 to be used for his or her professional 
development and will represent COM as its Piper Profes
sor nominee for fall 2000. The winner will be announced 
at the Employee Recognition Dinner on April 28. 

People Speak Out 
By InterCOM Editors and Staff 

The ducks that inhabit the College of the 
Mainland campus are becoming road kill as they 
wander across the Emmett F. Lowry Expressway 
feeder road across from Lake Eckert in search of 
food or greener pastures. 
InterCOM asked the question: What can be done 
to prevent the ducks from being run over? 

Fabian Sifuentes: The Carol Slade: I drive 
Phi Theta Kappa honor 
society is looking into 
relocating the ducks to 
Highland Bayou, but 
there are some legal 
issues that need to be 
worked out. 

Olda Perez: Place a 
fence or something that 
would keep them on 
this side of the road. 
Something should be 
done. I often stop and 
shoq the ducks away 
from the road. 

Eddie Canales: 
Relocate them, or stock 
the pond with fish or 
something that will 
provide food. . 

Ana Romero: They 
should put a fence or 
take them away 'cause 
we have to clean up 
after them. Maybe clip 
theirwu:igs. 

carefully around the 
ducks. As much as they 
(COM) charge for fees, 
they should do 
something. It upsets 
me to see the ducks 
killed. 

Jim Higgins: It is 
worth looking into. I'm 
not sure what the 
answer is. Maybe have 
som·ebody take a 
census of the ducks to 
determine their 
migration habits. 

Jonathan Steele Jr.: 
We should find a 
certain food that the 
ducks like and put it 
away from the road. 

April Perry: They 
should have a "duck 
crossing" sign like they 
do for deer or other 
animals and maybe a 
fenced area. 
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C,OM students 
fly 'vomit comet' 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

An asteroid the size of Texas is heading toward a colli
sion with Earth. Teams of astronauts fly out to intercept 
and destroy it. Should their mission fail, all life on Earth 
would be extinguished. 

These are just scenes from the movie Armageddon, but 
according to CNN, in 1989 an asteroid a quarter mile wide 
missed the Earth by just 400,000 miles. 

While NASA's Reduced Gravity Program may not pre
pare scientists to avert such catastrophic events, it does 
present the opportunity for college students to work and 
learn about the behavior of science in near zero gravity 
conditions. 

The Texas Community College Reduced Gravity Stu
dent Campaign 2000 provides students with a unique edu
cational experience, which involves students in research 
areas of interest to NASA and increases the public aware
ness of the space agency's educational, research and out
reach opportunities. 

See COM microbiology Page 8 

COM student Mandy Testa (center) performs resistive exercises aboard NASA's KC-135A. The exercises were 
conducted to measure the resistance and impact provided by the device for use in space. She is assisted by 
NASA's Beth Shepard (right) while Carol Grunfeld photographs the event. (NASA photo) 

Graduating students unhappy with number of tickets available · 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

A major concern of the COM graduating class of 2000 
is that each graduate is being given only four tickets for 
guests.,The ceremony has been moved from the La Marque 
High School Auditorium, where it has been held for sev
eral years, to the Doyle Convention Center in Texas City. 

"This graduation and degree is very important to me as 
an older adult, and I have lots of friends and family who 
would love to attend but can't due to the ticket limit," 
said Verna Douglas, a 41-year-old COM student who is 

graduating with an associate of applied sciences degree 
in criminal justice. "If you have family coming from out 
of town it's not fair that they have to watch you receive 
your diploma on a TV monitor." 

The ceremony has been moved for a number of rea
sons, said Connie Bardwell, secretary to the Advisement 
Center, whose office has been flooded with complaints 
about the restricted number of tickets. 

One reason for the move is that last year there were 
audio problems, Bardwell said. The audio system was bro
ken and the alternate system that was rigged up was not 
very accommodating. The speakers couldn't be heard by 

the audience. Also many of the seats were broken. These 
problems have not been fixed, Bardwell said. Another 
reason for relocating the ceremony is that President Larry 
L. Stanley wanted it moved. 

When graduation was held at La Marque High School, 
graduates were not limited to the number of tickets they 
could have for the ceremony. 

"If we had limited the seats at La Marque, it would 
have been six seats per student," BardweJl said. "The stu~ 
dents just need to get the number four out of their heads." 

In order to fix this situation, the college needs a bigger 
See Due Page 11 

lnterCOM editor, forIDer editor win three TIPA awards 

lnterCOM Assistant Editor Elias de la Cerda Jr. and 
former Managing Editor Patricia Hill view their award 
winning newspapers. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland student publication, 
InterCOM, received three awards in the 1999 Texas In
tercollegiate Press Association competition. The awards 
were announced April 14 in Waco at Baylor University. 

InterCOM Assistant Editor Elias de la Cerda Jr. won 
second place for designing his picture page featured in 
the November issue, while forme~ Managing Editor 
Patricia Hill won two Honorable Mention awards for her 
page layouts of a sports page and an opinion page. 

"It came easy to me because it involved working with 
my two favorite things, photography and kids," de la Cerda 
said about the photos he took for his picture page. 

Hill also won for what she likes doing best. "Although 
I enjoy all aspects of working on the paper, I'm glad I 
w6n for layout because that is what I enjoy the most." 

Each December lnterCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery, 

. 
with the help of staff members, selects several news, fea-
ture and sports stories as well as cartoons;pictures, head
lines and layouts to enter in the Newspaper Division 3 
category of the TIPA contest. The entries are judged by 
professional journalists from daily newspapers with cir
culations of 40,000 to 50,000 subscribers. TIPA Execu
tive Director Jeff Henderson oversees the contest each 
year and selects the judges. 

Other Division 3 schools include Tarleton State Uni
versity, Stephenville; Kilgore College; Angelo State Uni
versity, San Angelo; Lee College, Baytown; University 
of Dallas; and University of Houston-Clear Lake. Divi
sion 3 schools have 3,000 to 7,499 credit students.At the 
time of entry COM had 3,200 credit students. 

The awards are nothing new to the InterCOM staff who 
won nine awards in last year's competition, more awards 
than any other InterCOM staff has ever received. 
lnterCOM has wori 34 TIPA awards since Lowery began 
entering the paper in competition December 1987. 
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Tammy McGruder, Tillie Henson, Venita Sheldon, Maria Rodriguez, Maria Olivo and Beverly Self gather as 
Henson draws names for door prizes during the first day of celebration of National Library Week at COM, 
which ran April 9-15. Weeklong activities included games, banned book readings, free food and a perfor
mance by the COM Jazz Combo. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Why ban books when they are made into movies? 

If you happened to see the exhibits in the College of 
the Mainland Leaming Resources Center Library for 
National Library Week April 9-15, you might have seen 
the table which had a display of the most frequently 
banned books by schools. If you looked at these books, 
as I did, you saw that some of them were books that 
would be called classics. The banned books shown on a 
library table included The Adventures of Huckleberry 

~Inter COM 
Managing Editor 
Assistant Editor 

STAFF REPORTERS 
Chris Barkmann 
Rachel Delanoix 
Michelle Fichera 
Naomi Grimaldo 
Ryan Jakeway 
Chri,stine M. Levige 
Belle Rohden 
Jennifer West 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 
Elias De La Cerda Jr. 
Rachel Delanoix 
Michael Navarro 

CARTOONIST 
Brad Stevenson 

I.A YOUT ARTIST 
Michael Navarro 

INTERCOM ADVISER 
Astrid H. Lowery 

MICHAEL NAVARRO 
ELIAS DE I.A CERDA JR. 

lnterCOM a Texas lntercollegiate Press Association award-winning newspaper, is 
produced by and for students of College of the Mainland; 1200 Amburn Road: Texas 
City, Texas 77591; (409) 938-1211 or I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 314, e-mail 
<alowery@mail.mainland.cc.tx.us>. College of the Mainland is an Affirmative Ac
tion/Equal Opportunity Institution and does not discriminate on the basis of race. color. 
national origin. sex. age, religion, handicap or Vietnam Veteran status. 

Finn, Moby Dick, Arabian Nights, A Wrinkle in Time and 
Of Mice and Men. 

Some of the books on the table I had never even heard 
of. But as I looked at the list of these books and why 
they were banned, I realized that many of the books have 
been made into movies. These include: Beloved, The Joy 
Luck Club, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, To Kill a 
Mockingbird and The Color Purple. 

Some of the reasons these books have been banned are 
that they include profanity, homosexuality or a conflict 
between family and community values. What I don't 
understand, however, is why these books are banned 
when many have been made into movies. Are those who 
ban books saying, "We can't let our children read the 
book, yet it's OK if they go home and see it on TV?" 
That doesn't make sense. Should Hollywood be allowed 
to make a controversial book into a movie that anyone 
can see when we can't read the book because it's been 
banned? 

Oprah Winfrey starred in Beloved and The Color 
Purple. Gregory Peck won an Oscar for his role as 
lawyer Atticus Finch in To Kil/A Mockingbird. Another · 
book that was banned is Our Bodies, Ourselves. It talks 
about women's bodies and it is like a medical encyclope
dia that explores what a woman goes through, starting 
with puberty and ending with menopause. Our Bodies 
also talks about sexually transmitted diseases and birth 
control. 

I don't know the specific reason Our Bodies was 
banned, but it would seem that talking about sex, 
condoms and other types of birth control as well as 
pregnancy would make some conservatives put it on the 
hit list. Is it wrong for women to educate themselves 
about their bodies? Is it wrong for women to find out if 
something is wrong? Shouldn't a woman be able to look· 
in a book and see what might be ailing her? 

That kind of censorship is wrong. 
Now granted, some of the books do talk graphically 

about certain issues and may not be suitable tor young 
children, but why ban the book at school when a movie 
about it-which does reasonably well at the box office
can be seen by children of the same young age? 

Why do we censor things so much in this country? 
Until we, as a nation, can get off our moral high horse, I 
see no reason why I am banned from readipg a book at 
school when I can go home and.see it on TV. Exactly 
what purpose does banning books serve? 

Elian's retrieval 
handled improperly 

Imagine being 6 years old and the center of one of the 
nation's biggest controversies. Imagine your mother 
drowning as you cling desperately to an inner tube, 
scared and alone, bobbing hopelessly in the Gulf of 
Mexico until finally some fishermen see you and pull 
you from the water. Imagine being united with family 
that you never knew you had, bonding with them and 
eventually growing to love them. 

Now imagine armed agents storming into your home, 
pointing guns in every direction, breaking down doors, 
pushing people away and coming straight at you to take 
you away. 

That is the story of Elian Gonzalez the 6-year-old 
Cuban who was rescued off the coast of Florida in 
November and has since been the topic of headlines. 

Three weeks ago Elian was forcefully seized from the 
home of his Miami-based relatives, an action that has 
become one of the most controversial of recent times. 

Did Attorney General Janet Reno have to approve the 
· armed siege? Was it necessary for an Immigration and 

Naturalization Service agent to point a loaded gun in the 
direction of the child to retrieve him? What effect has 
'this had on our nation? When Reno made her decision to 
allow armed troops into the Gonzalez home, did she stop 
to consider the long-term effects the raid could have on 
the children of America? 

The Associated Press has published one picture 
nationwide that shows an INS agent pointing the gun in 
the direction of Elian being held by one of the fishermen 
who pulleo him from the Gulf. The child looks truly 
terrified, his mouth open in a seeming cry of anguish, 
almost as if he realized that the men were there for him, 
to take him away from the place he had grown to know 
as his home, and the people he had grown to love. 

I'm not saying that the Gonzalez family was right in 
holding Elian beyond the date stated by the government 
for his return. I most certainly agree with Reno in her 
decision to return the child to his father. He is the father, 
and should have legal custody of his child. The problem 
I have is Reno's decision to use a SWAT team. 

With all the violence in the world today, how are the 
children of America ever going to learn that violence is 
not the answer to a problem when some of the nation's 
top decision makers are permitting violent actions? 
Granted no shots were fired, but the fact that an entire 
platoon of agents was brought into the home really 
raised my curiosity. 

Did the Gonzalez family have many armed people in 
and around their house to justify the number of agents 
involved in the operation?• 

I find it hypocritical that the same leaders who take 
such a forceful approach to a situation like this can also 
preach to the youth of America about how violence does 
not solve problems. How can the youth know violence 
isn't the solution if all that America's leaders do is shove 
violent actions down their throats? 
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Graduation set at Doyle Center May 12 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
Staff Reporter 

It's graduation time again and anyone can tum on the 
television to watch. The College of the Mainland gradua
tion is set for Friday, May 12, in the Charles T. Doyle 
Convention Center in Texas City at 7:30 p.m. The pro
gram will be broadcast live on the Texas City community 
access television channel, Cable Channel 64. 

All ticket-holding guests must be seated by 7:15. Then 

standby guests will be seated. Tickets have been limited 
to four per graduate. 

The guest speaker for the ceremony is President Larry 
L. Stanley who plans to retire in August. 

The COM Brass Guild directed by Sparky Koerner will 
play prelude music as well as processional and recessional 
music for graduates and faculty. The COM Singers di
rected by James Heffel will sing two pieces. 

After the graduation ceremony a reception will be held 
in the lobby of the Convention Center. 

COM's first employee commemorated 
BY JENNIFER WEST 
Staff Reporter 

Jack McConnell, along with the College of the Main
land Foundation, set up an endowed scholarship to com
memorate his wife June McConnell, COM's first em
ployee. McConnell died last September. 

McConnell started at COM in 1967 and retired in 1974. 
During her first year at COM, she watched the campus 
grow and the staff increase to 40; she also saw the first 
president hired. 

McConnell started out as an assistant director of ad
missions, then went on to become COM's first registrar. 

ln 1974, a month before she retired, June McConnell 
told the Galveston Daily News, "I consider myself very 

fortunate, for I was able to realize my lifetime ambition 
to be a part of the development of a new college." 

The first McConnell scholarship will be awarded in 
May for the fall semester at $1,000 per academic year. 
The scholarship is available to full-time students who are 
pursuing an education degree. 

As Paul Teague, a member of the first COM Board of 
Trustees, said in an article in the Galveston Daily News 
in 1974: "June McConnell has contributed more to the 
founding of College of the Mainland than most people 
will ever know. She will be missed." 

For more information contact Mary Ann Amelang, 
• Foundation director or Micah Duckett, Development as

sistant, at ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 557 
or Ext. 508 respectively. 

Outdoor activities open to athletes 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
Staff Reporter 

If you like the outdoors you may be interested in a ca
noe trip down tre Medina River. 

This three day weekend trip starts at 6 p.m. May 12 and 
ends at 10 p.m. May 14. Cost is $53 per person which 
includes transportation, camping fees and Saturday night's 
meal. An additional $5 per person for canoes must be paid 
at time of departure. This trip is for experienced 
whitewater canoeists only. 

·•·•·•·•· 

.·• The Crisis~9thne is available 24 hours .a P-llY, 
. seven days a~eek,365 days a year. Calls atef~e, 
anonymous and confidential. Anyone needing help 
may call the hotline at (281} 461-9992. 

The Medina River has many twisting, whitewater 
chutes, small falls, overhanging limbs, rocks and cypress 
stands in the river. Participants will canoe the section be
tween Medina and Bandera and will have a base camp 
for both nights. If the water is too low on the Medina 
River an alternate river will be chosen. 

If you like to swim, run and ride a bike' consecutively, 
you may want to :,ign up for the combat mini-triathlon 
sponsored by College of the Mainland and _Bay Area 
Triathletes. 

A mini-triathlon consisting of a 300 yard swim, 15 mile 
bike ride and a three mile run will take place at COM 
Saturday, May 27, at 7:30 a.m. The cost is $32 person 
and $50 for a relay team. Sign up early for space is lim
ited. 

Fdr more information contact Maryann Urick, Recre
ational Programs and Student Activities coordinator at 
(409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859 Ext. 418. 
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Summer registration 
runs through July 6 
By CHRISTINE M. LEVIGE 
Staff Reporter 

The spring semester is winding down and with summer 
classes about to begin, College of the Mainland will soon 
be seeing 1,1ew faces. 

Summer registration will be held Thursday, May 25, 
from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. in the Gym. Telephone. registration 
for Summer I began April 10 and ends May 30, the same 
day classes begin. Late registration will be May 30 in the 
Administration Building lobby. 

Students who plan to take classes in both summer ses
sions may register for Summer II when they register for 
Summer I. Telephone r~gistration for Summer II runs 
through July 6. Summer II classes begin July 10, and late 
registration will be the same day in the Administration 
Building lobby. 

"Continuous telephone registration for the fall semes
ter begins June 5 until the registration process comes to 
an end," said technical education Professor Larry Griffith, 
who has been instrumental in streamlining the registra
tion process. 

Griffith, who was just elected Faculty Council presi
dent, pushed to convert all-over campus registration to 
one location. Using the Gym for the spring semester reg
istration was a success according to students, faculty and 
staff because the process was shorter and simpler. 

Griffith urges students "to take care of holds (such as 
book fines, financial aid obl,igations, etc.) before starting 
the registration process." Students may run into problems, 
which can delay the prdtess, if holds.aren't taken care of 
beforehand. 

The Student Activities Board will again furnish drinks, 
and the COM Child Development Lab will provide child 
care while parents register. Children will play games and 
have snacks such as lemonade and vanilla wafers. 

The first step for students who have been admitte~ to 
COM is to input their social security numbers in the com
puters that are set up in front of the desk in the Gym lobby. 

Next, students pick up their 315 forms, which are unof
ficial transcripts. Then proceed to their program areas 
where faculty members will check the availability of the 
classes students want. 

After their 315 forms are filled out, students take them 
to another set of computers where their courses will be 
entered. The next step is fee payment. There students ei
ther pay for classes or make arrangements to pay later 
and pick up their class schedules. Payments may be made 
by cash, check or credit card. 

The last stop for students is the photo JD. 
"We are urging everyone to get their ID right after fee 

payment because the ID is used for the library, Innova
tions lab (TechnicalNocational Building) and Gym facili
ties, all of which are free to credit students," Griffith said. 
Students pay for those services with part of their student 
activities fees. 

All parts of registration will take place within the Gym. 
"We're hoping to process students in roughly 15 min

utes, " Griffith said. 
"We want to offer a system wtiere a person can be pro

cessed in as little time as possible." 
Griffith added, "We're shooting for Internet registra

tion possibly in the fall but most likely in the spring." 
For more information call the Vice President/Dean of 

Student Affairs Pam Davenport at (409) 938-1211 or 1 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 565. 

·• . ..:: \/ 
• 

The College of the Mainland Bookstore will 
be buying back used textbooks May 8-12 and 

·•· 
May 15-19. The bookstore will buy back all 

... books except for workbooks, some paperback 
books and books not being used next year. 
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Librarian to retire 
after 24 years at COM 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

Robert Rodriguez, the College of the Mainland Library 
cataloger, will retire in June after 24 years at the college. 

Rodriguez grew up in a barrio on the West Side of San 
Antonio. He began working at a convenience store to help 
his parents when he was in the eighth grade. This job lasted 
him all through high school. 

He attended San Antonio Junior College and ti}en St. 
Mary's University in San Antonio where he received his 
master's of library science in !969. Soon after, Rodriguez 
moved to Ho11ston where he btgan working for the Uni
versity of Houston-Clear Lake. There he had the oppor
tunity to help set up the library. Earlier he also had helped 
to set up the library at the University of Texas at San An
tonio. 

In 1976 Rodriguez joined the COM library staff where 
he helped automate the library by converting the catalog 
records to machine-readable form. He also used his knowl
edge of database programming to update and modify li
brary records and produce reports. This saved the library 
money because it no longer was necessary to purchase 
these orders from the software company. 

Not only has Rodriguez had an influence on the library, 
he also has taken part in COM clubs and community ac
tivities. 

Rodriguez sponsored the COM Amigos in the late '70s 
and early '80s. "This was a very gratifying experience 
for me since it allowed me to interact with many students." 
The Amigos once sponsored a voter registration service 

Robert Rodriguez the COM Library cataloger maintains records in the computer while Reference Librarian Kathryn 
Park looks on. Rodriguez will retire in June after 24 years at the college. Rodriguez is a member of HOLA and 
was an adviser to the COM Amigos. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

for the community. 
Rodriguez along with former COM staff member Bob 

Handy helped organize the Cinco de Mayo Association 
in 1983 which included volunteers from the community. 
The association sponsored cultural exchanges with the 
Mexican states of Culiacan and Nuevo Leon. These ex
changes included bringing a children's orchestra, a drama 
troupe, a choir and folkloric dance groups to the area. 

One year the association arranged for a Mexican frig-

ate from Vera Cruz to visit the Texas City Port. 
Both Rodriguez and his wife Gloria are retiring this 

year. Gloria is retiring after 10 years working for the 
Boeing Corporation. They plan to do some traveling, par
ticularly back home to San Antonio. Rodriguez also is 
interested in making investments through the COM In
vestors Group. 

"I will miss interacting with the students and co-work
ers. This has been a good place to work." 

Amigos, SAB celebrate Cinco de Mayo, end of semester 
By CHRISTINE M. LEVIGE 
Staff Reporter 

With the semester coming to an end at College of the 
Mainland, the COM Amigos and the Student Activities 
Board offered a party to celebrate both Cinco de Mayo 
and the end of the semester. 

Los Bohemias played live, authentic Mexican mijsic 
while students, faculty and staff waited in line for tacos, 
tamales and drinks provided by Fruit Works. 

Spanish Professor Rafael Naranjo began the party by 
introducing President Larry L. Stanley, who gave a brief 
and enthusiastic farewell to· students, faculty and staff. 

Then history Professor Dr. Manuel Urbina gave a brief, 
historical lesson on Cinco de Mayo. 

SAB hosted two games: the raw jalapefio eating con
test and the grito (cry of passion) contest. Jalapefio con
testants Antonio Aguirre, Kelley Burkes, Eric James, 
Michael Navarro, Steven Rodriguez and Ardith Shea were 
required to sign a release form to participate. 

Navarro quit after eating one jalapefio and Aguirre af- · 
ter two. Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and Stu
·dent Activities coordinator, stopped the contest after the 
remaining four contestants had eaten three whole raw 
jalapefios for fear that in the spirit of competition some
one could become ill from eating too many. At that point, 

Urick declared all the remaining contestants winners and 
drew numbers to decide who would be awarded first 
place. First place werit to Rodriguez who received $10, a 
roll of toilet paper, a jar of hot salsa anc!_ a Fruit Works T
shirt. Second place went to James, third place to Shea 
and fourth to Burkes (second, third and fourth places won 

. $5, toilet paper, hot salsa and a Fruit Works T-shirt). 
First place in the grito contest went to Donna 

Hrachovina who received $10 and a Intramural Champ 
T-shirt; second place went to Brian Sledge who won,$5. 

· After all that fun there was still a piiiata to break. After 
several tries COM groundsman Darryl Spencer broke the 
piiiata after first breaking the stick. 

Associate :Dean Shippy models motivation, leadership 

James Shippy has been associate dean of student 
services since 1993. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

By CHRISTINE M. LEVIGE 
Staff Reporter 

As he walks across the College of the Mainland cam
pus to attend a meeting or present one of his mind-chal
lenging, inspiring workshops, James Shippy, associate 
dean of Student Services, is always smiling and speaking 
with students about their classes and everyday lives. 

Shippy, whose office is located upstairs in the Student 
Center in Counseling and Testing, received a bachelor's 
degree in history and a master's degree in student person
nel services from Tuskegee University in Alabama. 

Before coming to COM in September 1993, Shippy was 
a counselor for a year at San Jacinto College Central, ancl 
prior to that' he was the director of Student Activities at 
St. Philip's College in San Antonio for seven years. He 
also taught some courses at both colleges. 

Shippy belongs to several professional organizations 
and has presented numerous workshops on motivation and 
student leaderships at various professional and student 
conferences. His specialty is facilitating workshops on 
attitude and self-esteem. 

At COM Shippy serves as a financial aid adviser, as
sisting students, who are either on financial aid proba
tion or suspension, with their educational and career goals. 
No matter how bad a situation is, Shippy seems to know 
how to tum it. around and make it a positive one. 

After coming to COM Shippy reestablished Student 
Government; he has been the adviser for six years. He 
teaches students that to be successful leaders they "should 
be considerate and be able to adapt to others' ideas." 

Shippy says, "Students are the most important people 
in the college environment," adding that he "would not 
have a job if it were not for students seeking higher edu
cation." 

Shippy, who was featured in the Texas City Sun in Feb
ruary as one of the top leaders in the community, has an 
open door policy for students, faculty and staff at all times. 

He has received numerous honors and-awards such as 
the Junior College Student Personnel of Texas Outstand
ing Service and Contributions to Student Development 
and Community Colleges in Texas service award. 

Shippy is married to Dr. Bernadine Duncan-Shippy; 
they have three sons and a daughter .. 
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ABE Associate Dean Evans to retire from college in August 

Associate dean of ABE Sandra J. Evans will retire in 
August after 17 years at COM. She first taught as a 
writing instructor. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

Change is inevitable. One change that is imminent here 
at College of the Mainland is the parting of valuable staff 
and faculty members due to retirement. 

COM Associate Dean of Adult Basic Education Sandra 
J. Evans will retire in August after 17 years at COM 

Evans came to work at COM in 1983 as a writing in
structor, but she also taught reading. In 1989 she helped 
implement the TASP at COM. "You have to be flexible 
with ongoing changes created b¥ the Texas Education 
Agency," Evans said. 

Before coming to COM she taught English and jour
nalism in the Clear Creek Independent School District, 
and supervised graduate and undergraduate student teach
ers in reading methods at the University of Houston-Clear 
Lake. In 1993 she became the director of Adult Basic 
Education at COM. At that time she had no knowledge of 
how to write grants, but she picked it up as ABE director. 

She was instrumental in getting a $1,000 grant from 
the Galveston Daily News for family literacy. "I learned 
everything by fire," Evans said. 

"People are important to Sandra," said Kathy Blundell, 
COM assessment registration coord)nator. "I have never 
worked with anyone in authority who treats you like an 

equal." Blundell has worked with COM developmental 
programs for 18 months. 

"She is disciplined and is concerned about the students," 
said Frank Barbuto, an ABE program assistant. 

When Evans retires she will be looking into becoming 
involved with some at-risk programs in the community. 
"With my knowledge of at-risk programs I want to con
tinue doing it on a part-time basis." She also plans to re
lax and do things with her family. 

Everyone on staff with Evans seems to appreciate her 
as a person and as a leader._ "Sandra is wonderful; she 
does not talk down to people," said Cindy-Jordan, pro
gram assistant for Developmental Programs. "She does a 
lot for the ~allege." 

Evans likes to sew. "I would like to finish a dress that I 
started three years ago. My husband has been retired for 
two years, I want .to inspire him to do something," she 
said with a soft voice and that wann smile that never seems 
to leave her. 

When asked what she found most rewarding since work
ing at COM, Evans said, "I always like to see students 
grow and still do." 

Evans said she will take time to relax and enjoy her 
family. "I want to do some fishing," she said, and then 
she talked again about getting involved with at-risk ytmth 
and family programs. 

Cinco de Mayo celebrates Mexican victory over French 
By Dr. MANUEL URBINA 
Guest Commentator 

The significance of the Mexican Victory over the French 
troops of Napoleon III in the Battle of Cinco de Mayo 
fought at the Loreto Fort in Puebla, Mexico, on May 5, 
1862, is to this day, a symbol of Mexico's struggle against 
foreign intervention problems as well as a reaffirmation 
of the desire of all people to control their destiny. 

Preceding the French intervention of 1862, Mexico had 
suffered a prior intervention by France in 1839 to collect 
by force some debts owed by Mexico to individual Fre°:ch, 

· citizens. She also had suffered the loss of over half of its 
territory to the United States as a result of the Mexican 
War, 1846-1848 (known in Mexico as the "North Ameri
can Invasion"), interpreted by Mexico as the intervention 
of a foreign power into a matter of purely domestic dis
cord, i.e., th~ secession of Mexican Texas from the Mexi
can Union and Mexico's subsequent attempt to bring Texas 

back into the Union. 
The French intervention of 1862 represented: 1. an at

tempt by France to collect the interest owed by Mexico 
on its foreign debt to France, Spain and England (Ini
tially it started out as an invasion by these three Euro
pean powers. Spain and England withdrew their forces 
when Mexico assured all three powers that the Mexican 
debt would be paid.); 2. an attempt by Napoleon III to 
extend his domain to Latin America (which contained the 
added ingredient of implied cultural superiority of the 
French); and 3. an attempt by the conservative elements 
of Mexico to triumph over the liberal policies of Presi
dent Benito Juarez. 

The polemic between the conservative and liberal ide
ologies had been a continuous struggle in Mexico since 
its inception as an independent entity. 

The liberal Constitution of 1857 was the basis upon 
which President Benito Juarez instigated his liberal re
fonns: separation of church and state, civil registry, civil 

Urick instrumental in college activities 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Staff Reporter 

If you attend sporting 'events on campus, you'll prob
ably see her on the sidelines. If not, then you might see 
her rushing around campus, going to an activity. 

Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and Student 
Activities coordinator, is adviser of the Student Activi
ties Board which each year hosts a number of College
Hour events that offer free food, games and music. She 
also coordinates all the qualifying events for Sports Day 
in which COM participates each long semesteF. 

"The SAB was responsible for putting the picnic tables 
around campus," Urick said. 

If you look around campus as you go to class, you will 
see countless signs advertising a variety of student ac
tivities all supervised and a,ttended by this enthusiastic, 
ever-smiling woman. 

Urick, who has been at COM for 20 years, started as 
SAB coordinator and worked with the Student Advisory 
Council which eventually evolved into the Student Gov
ernment. The SAB sponsors many of'the events around 
campus. The workshops are always open to the commu
nity. 

"We are always pleased with the turnout at student 
events," Urick said. ''We always want the students to have 
fun and enjoy themselves." 

Urick also is active as sponsor for the COM Outdoor 
Club, which has meetings the first Wednesday of every 
month artd takes trips around the state going hiking, ca
noeing and whatever the group decides. 

Urick started college at University of Illinois and then 
as an exchange stud~nt, attended the University of Ha
waii before receiving her bachelor's-degree at Southern 
Illinois University. 

She also is an avid traveler. Anyone who goes into her 
office can see numerous pictures of her trips and adven
tures around the country. Urick is planning a trip to South 
America this summer and will visit several ancient ruin 
sites. She also likes to read, watch movies, and she likes 
to stay in shape. You can often find her running around 
Lake Eckert. 

Urick always is enthusiastic about campus events. Dur
ing the Cinco de Mayo End of Semester Party celebrated 
in the Student Center on May 3, she wore a traditional 
Mexican dress that she bought in Mexico. 

She is an excellent role model to the students who work 
with her in the SAB and seems to be a motivator for their 
success 

"If it weren't for her organizational skills, things would 
not be as stiuctural as they are. The meetings and events 
are well organized and everythi[!g turns out_successful," 
said Jenny Long, SAB Speakers Chairperson. "She makes 
students feel welcome." 

burials, freedom of religious worship, transfer of church 
property to the nation and limitations of privileges for the 
military. The conservative military elements rebelled_ 
against Juarez's liberal government and invited 
Maximiliano de Habsburgo and his wife Carlota to come 
to Mexico with the backing of Napoleon lll's troops to 
establish a monarchy under the conservative banner. 

Prior to the arrival of Maximiliano and Carlota in May 
1864, th~ Mexican liberal forces had won the battle of 
Cinco de Mayo against the French at Puebla on May 5, 
1862. This victory provided the inspiration to continue 
fighting against the foreign invaders and their conserva
tive supporters. The final victory of the li~eral forces un
der President Juarez over the French and the Mexican con
servatives came in June 19, 1867, when Maximiliano and 
the conservative generals Miguel Miramon and Tomas 
Mejia were executed at the Cerro de las Campanas in 
Queretaro. Mexico regained its identity as an indepen
dent nation and regained its control over its own destiny . . 

Maryann Urick stops to chat with Professor Marliynn 
Kish-Molina in the refreshment line at a recent Cinco 
de Mayo dinner. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 
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COM students DART to the STAitZ 

The COM DART Team 

FACULTY ADVISER: 
Dr. Gregory A. Johnson. 
Professor Herman Trivilino. 

FLIGHT CREW: 
Daniel Catina 
Zackary Hileman 
Fabian Sifuentes 
Heather Brasher 

GROUND CREW: 
Carol Voight 
Eddie Canales 
Joyce Johnson 
Becky Skains 

NASA MENTOR: 

The COM ST ARZ Team 

FACULTY ADVISER: 
Professor Marilynn Kish-Molina 

FLIGHT CREW: 
Mandie Testa 
Jim Knapp 
Marcia Washington 
Amanda Narvaez 

GROUND CREW: 
Beckie Yarbrough 
Rhonda Harrison 
Marco Vasquez 
Deidra Aguirre 
Elizabeth Landin 
Cayce Harris 

NASA MENTORS: 
Beth Shephard 
Carol Grunsfeld 
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Burke Fort is the creator and the director 
of NASA's Reduced Gravity Student Flight 
Opportunities Program. ( NASA photo) 

Dr. Donn Sickorez, NASA's University 
Affairs officer, welcomes the college teams 
to Ellington Field April 13; he later flew with 
some of the college teams aboard the 
KC-135A. (NASA photo) 

Dr. Charles W. Lloyd The COM DARTS Team gathers for a photo after the April 19 flight. This was the only time they 
sat still. The COM flight crew is joined by the ground crew which includes KC-135A staff as 
well as students and advisers from Central Texas College. (Photo ~y Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

The COM STARZ Team is joined by the Central Texas College Team and the KC-135A Ci"ew 
after a successful flight April 21. After the photo, the teams scrambled to recover their 

COM Professor Herman Trivilino lec
tures on the principles of gravity and 
the effects weightlessness has on as
tronauts in space. Trivilino acted as sci
ence support adviser to the student 
groups. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

experiment equipment from the plane. (NASA photo) 

Amanda Narvaez floats over her computer while 
she monitors data during a parabolic maneuver 
aboard the KC-135A. (NASA photo) 

Professor Johnson communicates via radio link with Daniel Catina and Zac;kary HIieman during 
one of NASA's live feeds of the.students performing an experiment aboard the KC-135A. 

"I was super impressed with the excitement of the group involved in the pro
gram," COM Dean Dr. Henry Pope said after watching the live video feed. 
Professor Kish-Molina is speaking to the flight crew via a live feed while 
Mandie Testa (bottom) and Deidra Aguirre (right) watch their team members 
on a video monitor at Ellington Field. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Fabian Sifuentes and 
Daniel Catina observe an
other student being fitted 
with a breathing mask at 
the Neutral Buoyancy 
Laboratory in Houston as 
part of their pre-flight test
ing. The students had to 
perform some manual and 
mental tasks at the NBL as 
part of their tests. 

(NASA Photo) 

"I get better at flying the 
longer I stay on the air," Said 
Stephanie Wells, KC-135A 
Flight Commander. 
(Photo by Elias de la CerdaJr.) 

PHllODJC TABLE 
OF fHE tiLEMfNfS 

Becky Skains and Joyce Johnson tabulate data obtained from the 
experiments conducted aboard the KC-135A. Their team was given 
the task to evaluate the performance of droplets and aerosols in a 
reduced gravity environment. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

(Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Professor Johnson and Carol Voight COM student Fabian Sifuentes experiences weightlessness aboard the KC-135A 
are seen through a window of an X-38 (Vomit Comet). "It is like nothing I 've done before. I can't explain it," Sifuentes 
experimental recovery vehicle, a part of said. "It's hard to stay focused when all seems upside down." (NASA photo) 
the proposed Space Transportation 
System. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Twelve-year old Roger Yarbrough 
watches his n1other Beckie work 
at setting up the experiment 
equipment aboard the KC-135A at 
Ellington•Field. 
(Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Two~year old Keoni emulates his mother Heather 
Brasher (sitting) and Becky Skains as they pre
pare solutions for their experiment. They often 
worked late. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Eddie Canales explains experiment procedures to 
the KC-135A Readiness Review Team at Ellington 
Field April 13. _ (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Amanda Narvaez and James Knapp respond to questions from the KC-135A Readi- Marco Vasquez and Elizabeth Landin (center) are surrounded by NASA's 
ness rReview Team April 13 at Ellington Field. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda ~r.) KC-135A Readiness Review Team at Ellington Field. The students passed 

the inspection with flying colors. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Fabian Sifuentes records a briefing 
about the X-38 Recovery vehicle while 
cfrol Voight (front) and her son Micah 
(right of Sifuentes) listen. 

(Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Two College of the Mainland 
groups of students and faculty 
were accepted into NASA's Re
duced Gravity Student Flight 
Opportunities Program. 
This photo page chronicles the 
challenges and triumphs of the 
epic experience of the COM 
teams. 
Story, layout and design by: 

Elias de la Cerda Jro 
Assistant Editor 
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COM volleyball players (front from left) Linda Lopez, Ben Williams, Michael Ivey, Maria Nguyen, (back from left) 
Teshawna Helmen, Jeremy Robinson, Brian Berg, Andrew Zangoullis and Mario Martinez participated in the 
GCIC Sports Day volleyball tournament at Stuart Beach on April 13. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM contends in V-ball, Golf Sports Day 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
Staff Reporter 

Yes, folks, another Sports Day at the beach has come 
and gone. 

This time the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference 
BeachVolleyball and Golf Sports Day was held in 
Galveston and consisted of three events. College of the 
Mainland students participated in competitive volleyball, 
recreational volleyball and golf on April 13. 

Both the competitive and recreational volleyball were 
held at Stuart Beach on a windy, overcast day. Students 

participating in competitive volleyball were Teshawna 
Helmen, Ben Williams, Mario Martinez, Michael Ivey and 
Linda Lopez, while the remaining students, Jeremy 
Robinson, Bryan Berg, Andrew Zangoullis and Maria 
Nguyen, participated in recreational volleyball. 

Meanwhile at the Galveston Municipal Golf Course 
Ryan Jakeway, Matt Klingenberg and Norman Miller tried 
their hardest to bring in a good round of golf without tear
ing up the golf course. Unfortunately, the weather did not 
help their cause on a course as tough as Galveston's. 
Winds seemed to blow from everywhere causing many 
balls to go off course and into the water. 

Students compete in football tournament 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
Staff Reporter 

Three teams collided for a flag football tournament at 
the College of the Mainland football field beside the ten
nis courts April 17 at 3:30 p.m. The three teams played in 
a round robin bracket. The first place team received COM 
recreational T-shirts. 

The first matchup was between the red-flagged team of 
captain Eric James, Aundra Hawkins, Leonard Epps, 
Kevin Lee, Dedrick Epps and Mike Sowell, and the yel
low-flagged lnterCOM staff consisting of team captain 
Ryan Jakeway, Michelle Fichera, Jennifer West, Chris
tine Levige, Michael Navarro and Chris Barkmann. 

The game consisted of two 15 minute halves and a two
minute half time. 

The lnterCOM staff received the first kickoff and made 
the first score of the game. The red-flaggyd team scored 
on the next three possessions putting the lnterCOM staff 

in a 3-1 hole. After the red-flag's third score, the lnterCOM 
s~aff ran back the kickoff with.some nice blocking to guide 
the way, bringing the score closer at 3-2. 

After a small water break at half time both teams took 
the field for the second half. Once again it was the red
flag's game with them scoring three straight times to win 
6-2. Since the red-flagged team won the first game, they 
had the option to sit out the second game. 

In the second game the InterCOM staff had to play the 
new red-flagged team consisting of captain Maria Nguyen, 
Jeremy Robinson, Jon Pryor, Michael Ivey, Danielle Ayala 
and Bryon Brooks. Once again the red-flagged team 
ousted the InterCOM staff 6-2. 

In the third and final game, James' team outlasted 
Nguyen's team 7-4 giving them two victories and the cov
eted COM recreation T-shirts. 

After the tournament all team members were exhausted 
and couldn't wait to get to the water bucket on one of the 
hottest days of spring. 

Home field not to 
Astros' advantage 

.Ryan 
Jakeway 

Another summer is upon us, bringing about another 
baseball season. For Astros fans this season will be very 
different from the ones in the past. 

On April 7, the Astros played their home opener 
outdoors for the first time since 1967 when they played 
in Colt Stadium and were known as the Colt 45s. In 
1968 the Astrodome opened ending the final days Astros 
fans could look up at the sky during a game. Finally, the 
day is back when fans can enjoy the great Houston sky 
during a game. However, due to the hot and humid 
weather down here, the roof will not always be open 
thanks to baseball's first retractable roof. 

Although looking up at the sky during a game can be 
nice, an open park can cause problems for not only the 
fans but also for the players. As roost people know, 
during the summer, Houston is unbelievably hot and 
humid creating ideal conditions for mosquitoes. After 
the Astros first homestand against the Philadelphia 
Phillies, fans along with players complained about the 
mosquito problem, a problem that won't get really bad 
until summer starts. 

Another problem with the new ball park is the number 
of homeruns that will be hit by both teams. 

The left field line has been dramatically shortened by 
what they call "the porch." This section of stands goes 
into the field making it easier to hit homeruns to that 
side of the field. Even though this section was mainly 
put there for the Astros' first baseman Jeff BagwelJ, 
many other teams have taken advantage of the ballpark. 

Enron Field, although a great new balJpark, has been 
compared to Coors Field in Colorado where the mile
high air lets baseballs travel farther. 

On April 25, Shane Reynolds became the first starting 
pitcher this year to win at Enron Field. The Astros 
pitchers have given up 24 home runs, including 12 at 
home. Most of those have been to the left where the 
fence is a measly 315 feet away. "We call it Home Run 
Field, not Enron Field," says Astros second starting 
pitcher Jose Lima in a Houston Chronicle article. 

Here are some statistics on Enron Field from opening 
day to April 28: 58 earned runs have been allowed by 
Astros pitchers, 46 homeruns have been hit at Enron 
with 23 being hit by Astros. Also the Astros are giving 
up an average of 7.75 runs a game giving them a 3-9 
record at Enron so far. 

On April 27, five homeruns were allowed by Lima 
( club record), and he also tied the major league record 
by allowing four homeruns in the first inning. Lima also 
allowed 12 runs in the game, the most ever by one 
Astros pitcher in a single game. 

After the season Enron field could be more like a 
pinball machine than a ballpark because of the high 
scores both teams will ring up. 

COM microbiology professor challenged to test MIR device 
Continued from Page 1 -----------

Two teams from College of the Mainland had an op
portunity to conduct experiments in NASA's Reduced 
Gravity Program aboard the KC-135A, "Weightless Won
der," April 13 through 21. 

One team, under the direction of COM microbiology 
Professor Marilyn Kish-Molina, sought to do an experi
ment on the comparison of the Russian MIR and Proposed 
International Space Station Resistive Exercise Devices. 

During space flight, the lack of gravity and the lack tlf 
stress on the bones causes astronauts to lose 1 to 2 per
cent bone mineral density in the femur (leg) per month in 
flight. 

As a countermeasure to the effects of zero gravity, Re
sistive Exercise has been used on MIR for the last 25 years. 

Kish-Molina's group was given the challenge to test 
the exercise device for two parameters: range of motion 
allowed by the expander, and force provided by the de-

vice aboard the KC-135A, a modified version of a Boeing 
707 which achieves weightlessness by flying carefully 
choreographed maneuvers (parabolas). 

The other group, under the direction of COM chemis
try professor, Dr. Gregory Johnson, was given the task of 
evaluating pharmaceutical aerosol preparations and eye 
droppers in zero gravity. 

Aerosol preparations have been used to counteract the 
See Professor Page 9 



COM students displayed their work in the COM Art Gallery during the Student Art Festival held April 13. A stu
dent art sale, and reception were part of the festivities. The one-day sale raised $2,200 with the money being split 
between the COM Art Association (for scholarships) and the artists. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Professor recommends redesigns 
Continued from Page 10 
effects of zero gravity on the sinuses since the Apollo era. 

Two students from each team flew on the KC-135A on 
twd different days, while a faculty adviser remained on 
the ground where the ground crew watched a live video 
feed of the experiments in progress. The adviser was able 
to c~mmunicate with the students in flight via a radio link. 

Hangar 990 at Ellington Field in the Clear Lake area 
buzzed with students and advisers setting up their experi
ments and preparing to meet the KC-135A staff April 13. 

Burke Fort, Special Programs director of the Texas 
Space Grant Consortium, opened the ceremonies. "Wel
come to the program. What we are going to give you he~e 
is going to feel like drinking from a fire hose," he said, 
"but it is for reasons that you will appreciate in the next 
few days here working on the program." 

Fort introduced NASA's Johnson Space Center Univer
sity Affairs Officer Dr. Donn G. Sickorez. "It is an excit
ing time ht:re for us. We are launching STS-101 (shuttle 
Atlantis mission) which will be linking up with the Inter
national Space Station," Sickorez said. "The purpose of 
this program is to share that excitement with the Texas 
community colleges." 

At a press conference later that day Sickorez said, "The 
main purpose of testing in micro gravity is education, and 
to get stµdents interested in science. He added, "The price 
of admission is an experiment." 

The teams received safety briefings which included 
picking up trash around the hangar. "Foreign object dam
age can be costly if it goes into a jet engine," said Lead 
KC-135 Test Director John S. Yaniec. 

After the ceremony the college teams prepared their 
experiments in the hangar for the KC-135A staff to con
duct a test readiness review. 

The Central Texas College team was the first to be in
spected. When the NASA experts were done, the team 
had to tear down and reconfigure it all again. This set the 
mood for the rest of the teams, who were now nervous 
about meetin6 the standards. 

The NASA experts scrutinized everything from the func
tionality of the experiment to safety considerations. 

Soon the students and faculty learned why duct tape 
went from being 100-mph tape to 1,000-mph tape. 

The college teams were put through pre-flight briefings, 
debriefings, evaluations, load and of{-load briefings, tool 
and equipment inventories, as well as having flight mani
fests checked and rechecked. 

Just when they thought they had it all ready, changes 
were made to schedules. "It is the nature of the beast," Dr. 
Johnson said. "You have to adapt to change and go with 
the changes." He never passed up an opportunity to lee-

ture to the students on physics or to motivate them to 
maintain a positive attitude. The students seemed tired, 
yet they never lost their enthusiasm. _ 

Another factor that contributed to the success of tjie 
missions was the caring and positive attitude of the KC-
135A staff. "My most rewarding challenge is making a 
perfect parabola and to keep the mission going," said 
Stephanie Wells, KC-135A flight commander. Wells is a 
Desert Storm Air Force veteran. 

Back on terra firma, the COM students burned the mid
night oil crunching numbers, analyzing data obtained from 
the experiments. Their work may be the basis of research. 
papers and may some day benefit space exploration. 

Of the droplet experiment .during the KC-135A flight 
some 28,000 feet over the Gulf of Mexico, Daniel Catina 
said, "They seem to perform as we expected; it was an 
exciting experience; I can't describe it." 

As part of the commitment to get accepted into the pro
gram, colleges must agree to do outreach. Carol Voight 
of Johnson's group will be going to Blocker Middle 
School in Texas City to do a presentation on the reduced 
gravity program. 

NASA media support provides the colleges with video 
tapes and still shots ( on the web) of classroom training 
sessions, altitude chamber runs, test readiness reviews and 
d~dicat~d coverage of four experiments per flight. 

During the weeks of preparation and the actual flights, 
Johnson and Kish-Molina developed a strong esprit de 
corps among their students; all seemed motivated by a 
strong hunger for science and a passion for exploration. 

Johnson concluded that the current systems are incon
sistent in dosage delivery. "I would recommend that 
NASA redesign the delivery systems to include a meter
ing system such as a pump system that would deliver a 
droplet rather than an aerosol." 

The college teams pay for all their equipment and travel 
expenses. "We have received excellent support from the 
COM administration" Kish-Molina said, "They even paid 
for our T-shirts." 

According to Sickorez, flying and staffing the KC-135A 
costs NASA about $200,000 per two week campaign. 

The college teams were given a behind-the-scenes tour 
of JSC which included: The original Mission Control, the 
X-38 Crew Return Vehicle; Space Lab components and 
other actual working areas. 

See related front page story in the March/ April issue of 
InterCOM, "COM students aim for the stars." 

To view a NASA photo gallery go to: 
<www.zerog.jsc.nasa.gov>. 

For more information about the program go to 
<www.tsgc.utexas.edu/floatn>. 
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Disney, Time Warner 
dispute broadcast rights 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Staff Reporter 

Time Warner and Disney are locked in a heated clas·h 
over cable prices which resulted in the temporary loss of 
ABC Channel 13, one of the "Big Four" cable networks 
including NBC, CBS and Fox, the first week of May. The 
loss may become permanent. 

What does this mean to the estimated 3.5 million view
ers it will affect? No more Drew Carey, Who Wants to Be 
a Millionaire, Dharma & Greg, Whose Linf! ls It Anyway, 
NYPD Blue, All My Children and One Life to Live just 
for starters. 

The federal government has been called on to settle the 
dispute between t)le two companies. Disney wants to raise 
the price of carrying Channel 13, but Time Warner is fight~ 
ing the price increase which affects all of Time Warner's 
viewing audience. 

A truce was reached by the two companies in April to 
keep ABC on until May 24, but on May 1, Time Warne 
took it off the air after the two companies could not come 
to a temporary agreement on the issue. 

Cities most affected by the. dispute including Houston 
are New York and Raleigh-Durham, N.C. Other cities af
fected on a smaller level are Los Angeles; Philadelphia; 
Toledo, Ohio; and Fresno, Calif. 

Time Warner is offering antenna kits to viewers who 
would like to continue to receive ABC off the air; or view
ers can unhook their cable and watch broadcast TV only; 
or they can go to an electronic store and bt1y a converter 
switch and antenna. 

Another option is to get rid of cable and switch to· a 
satellite system. Several satellite companies are offering 
different packages with various rates. 

Or viewers simply can do nothing and wait for the com
panies to come to a decision. 

"All this is two greedy corporations ffgliting over mil
lions of dollars at the expense of the consumer," said Larry 
Smith, history professor at College of the Mainland. "We 
need to find a way to get more public control over these 
corporations." 

COM economics Professor Bob Young said: "The pur
pose of the media is to gather a group of people to sell 
products to generate revenue from advertisers who want 
to see their product sold. The fight between Time Warner 
and Disney is who will gain the most revenue and have 
the biggest share of the audience." · 

According to an online Associated Press release dated 
May 2, the dispute between Time Warner and Disney will 
cost customers an estimated $300 million. 

Both Smith and Young agree on one thing: No matter 
which corporate giant wins, the ~onsumer is ultimately · 
the loser in this battle. 

New government class 
to be offered in Fall 
ByMICHAELNAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Social and Behavioral Sci
ences Team will offer a new course in the fall semester. 
GOVT 2304, Introduction to Political Science, will be 
taught by Dr. David Smith. 

The class will study Aristotle's Politics, John Stuart 
Mill's On Liberty, and Karl Marx and Friedrich Engles' 
The Communist Manifesto. · 

"We will examine these writers' views on the nature 
and purpose of the state, different forms of government, 
social classes and class struggles, equality and democ
racy, and the relationship between the individual and so
ciety," Smith said. "Students who t.lke this class will defi
nitely have a better understanding of conservative, lib
eral and radical perspectives on society and politics." 

For more information, contact Smith at ( 409) 938-1211 
or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 217. 

l 
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,. Students for .Christ 
conduct Bible quiz 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Staff Reporter 

Several College of the Mainland students tested their 
knowledge of the Bible as the Students for Christ spon
sored a Bible Quiz April 25 in the Student Center. 

The event consisted of25 multiple choice questions and 
five true/false questions. 

Students for Christ member Dana Ortega acted as host, 
reading each question aloud to the teams. The contestant 
who raised his hand the fastest was given an opportunity 
to answer the question and earn points for his team. 

The first place team, with a total of 11 points, consisted 
of LeChic Clay, Tiffany Rawls, Alkeisha Briscoe and 
Shirley Harrington. Second place went to team members 
Michael Sowell, Aundra Hawkins, Deric Griffin and 
J.anette Slaughter. They finished with 10 points. Coming 
in third with a total of six points were Michelle Glenn, 
Jeff Castellow, Chris Barkmann and Jean Anderson . . 

Each contestant received a certificate for playing and a 
coupon for a free buffet and drink at CiCi's Pizza. 

Door prizes also were given by several area businesses, 
including The Hop, Outback Steakhouse, Olive Garden, 
Rosario's Pizza, Village Pizza and Seafood, and Busy Bee. 

TaShiba Bryant (right) and Dana Ortega (left) ask questions during the Students for Christ's 4th annual Bible 
Quiz. The emcees asked questions such as -'-'Who was Joseph's father, What are the highest ranking angels 
called and How many generations passed between Noah and Jesus?" Contestants received certificates for 
playing and a free buffet from CiCi's Pizza. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

Students voice math, child care concerns at student f oruID 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

The Student Activities Board held a second spring Stu
dent Concerns Forum April 18 during College Hour. Deans 
James Templer, Pam Davenport and Dr. Henry Pope were 
on the forum panel. President Larry L. Stanley could not 
attend because he was out of town. 

COM student Carol Glicer informed the deans about 
her problems regarding the Math Team. "After failing 
math class, I hired a tutor and I feel that I have learned 
more in one hour of tutoring than during math classes," 
Glicer said. Other students commented that they felt that 
the math lab classes are ineffective because the students 
are not being taught but rather try to teach themselves. 

Virginia Keeton, a COM student and mother of two, 
requested that the COM Child Development Lab be avail
able for night students and during the summer. Templer 

replied that summer child care is being considered, but 
the problem is that the lab is understaffed in the summer. 

Inquiries were made regarding the importance of class 
evaluations. Students wanted to know whether the evalu
ations made a difference in the way classes are handled. 
Templer said that the deans are developing a new assess
ment program to get feedback from students more effi
ciently and are developing a means to track the assess
ments. 

COM student Florence Newman suggested that random 
classes be observed by the deans or an assessment com
mittee, and that they should talk to students to get feed
back regarding their class experiences. Templer replied 
that there are too many classes and not enough people to 
be able to attend and evaluate the hundreds of classes at 
COM. 

Newman also asked why there was no administrative 
representation at this year's Phi Theta Kappa induction. 

Pope stated that he and Stanley were both out of town 
and that it was the first one he had missed in many years. 
Templer and Davenport responded that there was a lack 
of communication between the deans, and that they both 
had busy schedules. 

Mike Fields asked why the COM web site is not up
dated and has empty links. Fields said the site is very im
portant to the college in terms of recruiting and publicity. 
"Without an updated web site, the college is overlooked," 
Fields said. Templer said that although there is no posi
tion at COM that is in charge of working on the site, an 
individual at the college is in charge of updating it. He 
said he would look into the situation. 

SAB sponsor Maryann Urick surveyed the audience for 
a new, more intimate location for forums, so that students 
can feel more comfortable voicing their concerns and that 
comments can more easily be heard without the echoes. 
Forums currently are held in the Student Center. 

. . 

SAB hosts workshops, organizes parties, _serves ·coMmunity 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

dn any given day College of the Mainland students can 
see their tuition dollars at work in the form of activities 
and events organized by the Student Activities Board. 

Currently the student organization is made up of nine 
students who dedicate their time to provide various ac
tivities to COM students under the direction of Maryann 
Urick. 

Urick, Recreational Programs and Student Activities 
coordinator, is the SAB adviser. She has been a part of 
the SAB for more than 20 years; she also coordinates rec
reational programs on and off campus. 

The SAB meets on Tuesdays during College Hour to 
discuss and plan events, and to coordinate aU actions on 
activities, such as blood drives, outdoors activities, stu
dent parties, Student Concerns Forums, and serving soft 
drinks and snacks to night students. 

"We normally have seven to 12 students (SAB volun
teers) who are willing to work so that other students can 
have fun, and hopefully it is fun for them also," Urick 
said. 

SAB president, Jeremy Robinson, is in his first year of 
general studies at COM and plans to pursue a career in 

political science. 
"We try to spend the money the best way we can," 

Robinson said. 
Robinson, origin?lly from Dickinson and the second of 

seven children, was homeschooled. "I turned out fine," 
he said. "I have a super mom." 

Robinson has applied to the U.S. Air Force Academy 
in Colorado Springs, Colo. He has received a congres
sional nomination from U.S. Rep. Nick Lampson, D-Beau
mont. 

Fabian Sifuentes was SAB president for two semesters 
and has been a member for two years. He ·now is presi
dent of the Sigma Delta chapter of the Phi Theta Kappa 
honor society at COM. 

Sifuentes seeks to be a chemistry professor. "I want to 
give something back," he said. 

SAB treasurer, Monie Ervin, is in her second year at 
COM and is studying accounting; she has been with the 
SAB for two semesters. "I enjoy being a part of the SAB 
because it is fun, and I like the idea of meeting new 
people." Ervin's long-term plans are to own her own busi
ness. 

SAB secretary, Ardith Shea, is a U.S. Navy 20-year vet
eran. She is in her sophomore year at COM taking elec- ' 
tronics and Auto-CAD. Normally she can be found in the 

Technical/Vocational Building working in the electronics 
lab or tutoring students in electronics or math. She plans 
to seek a career in biochemical electronics 

SAB parliamentarian, Joyce Johnson, is taking part in 
the academic cooperative class, CHEM 2389, which is 
involved with NASA's Reduced Gravity Program. As part 
of the ground crew she !\as been gathering and tabulating 
scientific data on the zero gravity experiments. 

SAB member Naomi Grimaldo is in her second year at 
COM and also is a member of the lnterCOM staff. She 
wants to major in social work. 

Wendell Ferguson is one' of the newest members of the 
SAB. He is a member of the Student Government and is a 
math tutor. 

Student volunteers keep a log of the time spent on SAB 
activities. The time counts toward scholarships. Sifuentes 
has received five scholarships totaling about $600 since 
his involvement with the SAB. 

Most recently the SAB sponsored the Cinco de Mayo/ 
end of the semester party and a four-part domestic vio
lence workshop as well as one on bipolar disorder. 

"We are seeking suggestions on programs, activities, 
topics speakers" Urick said. The SAB is always looking 
for new members. For more information contact Urick at 
(409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 



Humanities Team holds poetry reading 
ByRACHELDELANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

As English Professor Dr. Mark Sanders stood outside 
the Leaming Resources Center speaking, people in the 
audience began to close their eyes as they listened to him 
recite poetry. 

Professors, students and College of the Mainland staff 
who had gathered in the LRC breezeway this warm after
noon, became silent as they listened to the poetry of Wil
liam Shakespeare, e.e. cummings, Langston Hughes and 
others. 

Humanities Team professors, Kathye Bergin, Steven 
Nassar, Dr. Andrew Nelson and Sanders read selections 
of poetry, during College Hour, much of which was by 
Shakespeare in celebration of his birthday, April 26. 

Other poets read by the English professors included 
Gwendolyn Brooks, William Carlos Williams and Karl 
Shapiro, whom Sanders calls his " illegitimate grandfa
ther" because Shapiro is the teacher of two of Sanders' 
teachers. Shapiro 's poem, "Lower the Standard, That 's My 
Motto," is a satirical poem about ridiculously low stan
dards, and how he thinks people should place more value 
on themselves. 

Sanders also read a poem by William Trowbridge on 

the subject of King Kong. 
Spanish Professor Rafael Naranjo had some of his stu

dents read Spanish poems and translate the poetry to En
glish. "Instantes" and "En Paz" were translated by 
Naranjo's students as_ a class project. Students Ashton 
Maddox, Jacqueline Martinez, Laura Wright and Adrian 
Flores took turns reading stanzas in Spanish and translat
ing them. 

Naranjo, also a Humanities Team professor, read "A 
Cristo Crucificado" (To Christ Crucified), an anonymous 
16th century mystical sonnet with Flores. Naranjo read 
in Spanish, Flores in English. 

Naranjo said that reading poetry in Spanish and En
glish demonstrates the power of words in both languages. 
He said he uses poetry in his Spanish classes as "authen
tic texts" for the students to taste the beauty and great
ness of Spanish literature. 

At the end of the event, Sanders drew names from a 
box and gave away books, such as The Canterbury Tales, 
the year 2000 volume of the Guinness Book of World 
Records and Shakespeare: A Life. 

After the drawing two stacks of books were offered 
free to anyone who wanted them. Included were collec
tions of poetry, stories and copies of volumes one and 
two of Hurakan, COM's literary magazine. 
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Dr. Mark Sanders reads a poem to the crowd in the 
LRC breezeway. (Photo by Rachel Delanoix) 

Helping victims focus of final domestic violence workshop 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Staff Reporter 

"Helping Victims of Domestic Violence," the final semi
nar in a four-part domestic violence series, was presented 
April 27 in the College of the Mainland Leaming Re
sources Center Auditorium, L-131. 

The Student Activities Board sponsored the series. 
The-seminar began with a video, "Helping the Victims

of Domestic Abuse," that focused on the proper action to 
take if you know or suspect someone is being abused. The 
video told the story of a woman whose sister died as the 
result of domestic violence. The woman read three letters 
written by her sister during the abuse. Professionals iden
tified hints the sister gave indicating abuse and the steps 
the woman should have taken to help her sister. 

The most important thing people can do is ask the vic
tim what they can do to help, according to one of the speak
ers in the video, Gail Rice of the Community Advocacy 
Safe Place in Austin. They should also refer the abused 
person to the local women's crisis center. 

Crisis centers offer peer and professional counseling as 

well as a place to stay for the women and children suffer
ing from domestic abuse. 

Janice Heckman, Senior Clinician at the Family Ser
vice Center of Galveston County, spoke about some of 
the services of the center. The center has offices in both 
Texas City and Galveston and offers individual and fam
ily assessment and referrals, marital and couples therapy 
for couples without violent relationships, trauma coun
seling, referral for batterers, medications, and parenting 
and child groups. 

Heckman also spoke about how abuse affects preverbal 
children under the age of 2 and children who witness the 
abuse but are not attacked themselves. The center works 
with children on ·a developmental level, not on an age 
level. 

Also on hand to speak was Linda Telfah, Client Ser
vices Program Coordinator for the Women's Resource & 
Crisis Center of Galveston County. She gave a brief his
tory of the WRCC and stated some facts about domestic 
abuse. 

Last year 116 women in Texas were killed by domestic 
violence; four of them were from Galveston County. 

OAAC President Kym Nolley and adviser Jeanette Slaughter hold a certificate of appreciation the organization 
received for donating $500 to the La Marque branch of the Boys and .Girls Club. The OAAC raised the money by 
hosting a rap concert held Jan. 15 at the La Marque High School Auditorium. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

"The victim cannot stop the abuse," Telfah said and 
encouraged the group to become involved in educating 
victims on how to stay free and alive. 

The final speaker was Assistant Professor Judy Glaister 
of the University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston 
School of Nursing. Glaister gave a presentation about sev
eral women who are healing from childhood sexual as
sault. 

She intervie.we.d 14 women ranging in age from 25-64 
about their abuse as children and shared with the group 
the information she had gathered. 

The average age of the women when the abuse began 
was 5.8 years and included sexual, physical, emotional 
and spiritual assault. All of the women's abusers were in 
the family structure and the abuse lasted an average of 
6.8 years. 

One survivor who wished to remain anonymous closed 
the seminar by saying, "A part of healing still needs to 
balance things off other people. You can't do it by your
self." 

For more information or to get help, call 1 (800) 799-
SAFE. 

Due to complaints 
seats may be empty 
Continued from Page 1 ----------
place to hold graduation Bardwell said. 

This year 225 students are graduating and 20 GED stu
dents will receive their certificates. These numbers have 
increased from last year's. 

However, only 85 stud~nts had not picked up their 
graduation tickets as of Monday, May 7. "Now that there 
are so many people upset, the seats probably won't be 
filled," Bardwell said. 

"We are having an overflow room in the convention 
center that was unplanned." Bardwell said. "In this room, 
guests will be able to view the ceremony on monitors." 
An overflow room also was set up at La Marque last year, 
but it was virtually empty. 

According to Bardwell, moving the ceremony is just 
something new being tried. With La Marque High School 
revamping their auditorium and a new president coming 
to COM next year, the ceremony may be moved back or 
moved elsewhere. 

"I think that they should reconsider this next year be
cause I know several people who will not walk due to the 
lack of tickets for their guests," Douglas said. 
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What's Happening 

COM professors, (from left) Carla Boone, John Buffa, Dr. Gay Reeves, Dr. David Smith, and Dr. Renate True await 
the announcement for outstanding teacher at the annual Employee Recognition Dinner at the Charles T. Doyle 
Convention Center in Texas City on April 28. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Boone named Oustanding Teacher 2000 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Staff Reporter 

Carla Boone, business education professor, was named 
College of the Mainland Outstanding Teacher of the Year 
at the annual Employee Recognition Dinner April 28 at 
the Charles T. Doyle Convention Center in Texas City. 

Other finalists for this year's award were John Buffa, 
technical/industrial education; Dr. Gay Reeves, nursing; 
Dr. David Smith, social science; and Dr. Renate True, sci
ence. 

The winner was announced by Vice President/Dean of 
Instruction James Templer, while former science profes
sor, project director for the Advancement of Process Tech
nology and last year's winner, Joanna Kile, presented 
Boone with the traditional black ceramic mermaid vase, 
filled with three red roses. 

"This is a huge honor," Boone said after being an
nounced as this year's winner. "It was honor enough just 
to be a finalist." 

Boone was nominated by COM students and faculty 
and chosen by a selection committee headed by Kile and 
comprised of students Zachary Hileman, Jhenna Men, 
Deidre Owens-Wagner, Jeremy Robinson and Wyndee 
Wagner. The selection committee observed the finalists 
teaching a class then conferred to make the decision. 

As part of the award, Boone received $1,500 to be used 
for her professional development and will represent COM 
as its Piper Professor nominee for fall 2000. She also will 
serve as chairwoman for the Outstanding Teacher award 
next year. 

"This means a tremendous amount that the students feel 
that way about me," Boone said. "It doesn't feel like I'm 
coming to a job because I enjoy teaching, and I'm glad 
that it comes to my students that way. 

"I would like to thank Dr. Dorothy McNutt who is the 
former chairperson for the Division of Business," Boone 
said. "She gave me my first teaching opportunity and was 
a role model. I also want to thank the students for their 
belief in me, their trust and their confidence. And I would 
finally like to thank my husband and children who make 
the sacrifice of time so that I can spend so much time, at 
the school." 

Smith said: "It was an honor to be nominated, an honor 
to be one of the five finalists. It's very exciting and very 
rewarding and I appreciate that very much." Other nomi
nees could not be reached for comment. 

The Piper Professor Award was established by the 
Minnie Stevens Piper Foundation in 1958. The award, 
one of the most prestigious for educators in Texas, is pre
sented to those teachers who display outstanding schol
arly and academic achievement. 

Former child educator honored by scholarship 
By NAOMI GRIMALDO 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Child Development Lab 
School held a retirement reception for Jan Smith who re
tired Aug. 31, 1999. The reception, held in the Adminis
tration BuildingApril 12, gave Smith's friends, colleagues 
and former students an opportunity to wish her well. 

Smith, a former COM faculty member who suffered a 
stroke two years ago, was praised for her contributions as 
a proponent of early childhood education, youth sports 
and Olympic developmental programs. Texas City Mayor 
Chuck Doyle declared April 12 Jan Smith Day. 

With the help of friends and associates, a scholarship 
has been presented in Smith's name. The goal is to raise 
at least $10,000. 

"Jan Smith has been an inspirational force in the lives 
and careers of students and fellow workers," said Susan 
Plasek, COM Child Development professor. "Her tireless 
efforts helped to make the world ~ better place for chil
dren, families and child care professionals." 

At COM she helped establisq the Child Development 
Lab School, a day and evening child care facility. She has 
been a leader in child advocacy for almost 30 years and 
she still remains a strong child advocate today. 

One of Smith's last projects at COM included the orga
nization of the Texas Assistance of Needy Independent 
Families Program. 

Despite her health problems Smith continues to volun
teer in the Head Start program. She also is continuing 
with speech therap,y and is taking water exercise at COM. 

Smith also was an Olympic athlete who competed in 
the 1964 Olympic Speed Skating contest; she placed fourth 
in the race. 

To make a tax-deductible contribution to the Jan Smith 
Scholarship Fund, make checks payable to the College of 
the Mainland Foundation, and send it to COM Founda
tion, Jan Smith Scholarship Fund, 1200 Amburn Road, 
Room 159, Texas City, TX 77591. 

For more information call Mary Ann Amelang Foun
dation director at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 557. 

People Speak Out 
By InterCOM Editors and Staff 
Photos by Michael Navarro 

In November 6-year-old Elian Gonzaelz was 
found off the coast of Florida hanging on to an 
innertube. Gonzaelz was left in the care of his Mi
ami relatives. After months of court proceedings, 
the U.S. Government ordered that Elian's relatives 
return him to his father. When the relatives refused, 
armed federal agents stormed their house and took 
the little boy by force. 

lnterCOM asked the question: How do you feel 
about tbe way the government handled the retrieval 
of Elian Gonzalez? 

Miranda Clark: I think 
they made a big deal out 
of nothing. There is pov
erty inAmerica and they 
should focus on issues 
involving America. 

Brian Colbert: I think 
they had to do what they 
had to do. They had no 
choice. I believe they 
did the right thing. 

Leonard Epps: I feel 
they did the right thing 
because they gave the 
family months to get 
Elian. I didn't agree 
with the amount of force 
they used, but they did 
what they had to. 

Jen.nifer- Durr: They 
should allow him to pick 
where he wants to live. 
1he child's happiness 
comes first. 

Steve Rodriguez: I 
think it's unfortunate the 
way Elian's distant rela
tives forced the govern
ment into their actions, 
but they had to do it. 

Crystal Wainwright: 
The government did not 
act in the best interest of 
the child, but they did 
what they had to do. 

Monique Cbai:-gois: 
That could ruin him for 
the rest of his life. I 
think they should have 
let ~im go straight to his 
dad instead of with his 
other relatives. 

Johnny Morris: They 
used too much force, too 
many weapons, but he 
needs to be with his fa
ther. 
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Admissions Office 
under construction 
By MICHELLE GLENN 
Staff Reporter 

During the tedious time of the Summer I registration, 
you may have noticed that the College of the Mainland 
Admissions Office had been replaced with inactivity and . 
maintenance workers. Did you think you were in some 
kind of parallel universe? Don't worry, you weren't go
ing crazy. 

Th·e Admissions Office is undergoing a remodeling pro
cess initiated last fall and expected to be completed in 
August. 

Due to remodeling, the office has beenJemporarily re
lqcated to the Administration Building, Room A-127. 
Signs lead the way to the temporary office where students 
can be found filling out applications, getting transcripts 
sent and registering. Onlookers may view the temporary 
office as crowded, uncomfortable and busy, but looks can 
be deceiving. 

Commenting on the temporary situation of the Admis----
See Renovated Page 5 

COM student Kristi Strange (standing) registers with Chris Rushing in the temporary Admissions Office located 
in the Administration Building, Room A-127. The office has been relocated for the summer while renovations are 
made to the original office. Renovations are scheduled to be completed in August. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

Grievance process available to unhappy students 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Assistant Editor 

Since the beginning of time, students and teachers have 
had conflicts with one another. At College of the Main
land, students with a complaint can file a grievance against 
a faculty or staff member, or another student. 

The first step in the grievance process is to consult the 
college ombudsman who will listen and help the student 
define the problem. The complaints should be written out 
on a form available from the ombudsman. 

COM ombudsman, Dr. Bill Spillar, associate dean of 
Instructional and Student Support, will handle the griev-

President Larry L. Stanley will be directing vqcals in 
the COM summer musical A Funny Thing Happened 
on the Way to the Forum. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

ance and try to resolve the issue at the first level. 
"We try to get the grievances solved at the informal 

level," Spillar said. 
Next he consults the individual against whom the griev

ance is filed. The ombudsman listens to his or her side, 
and based on information from both sides, makes a deci
sion about the appropriate course of action. 

If the decision is not satisfactory to the complainant, 
·the matter is then taken to the appropriate dean, either 
Pam Davenport, dean of Student Affairs, or James 
Templer, dean of Instruction. 

If the issue is not resolved by a dean, it goes to an ap
peals committee which consists of two staff members, two 

faculty members and two students. The committee hears 
both sides of the complaint and makes its decision. If the 
decision is still not satisfactory to the complainant, he or 
she can make an appeal to the college president. 

If the party is not satisfied with the president's deci
sion, a hearing by the COM Board of Trustees will take 
place and they will take the appropriate action. 

"Most grievances don't go past the first couple steps," 
Spillar said. "Very rarely do grievances. go to the presi
dent or the Board." 

Students with questions about the grievances process 
should consult Spillar at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 215. 

Benefit staged_ for Stanley scholarship 
By MICHELLE GLENN 
Staff Reporter 

"A good thing is happening on the way to the forum
a new endowed scholarship," announced a recent Col
lege of the Mainland news release. 

A benefit performance of A Funny Thing Happened on 
the Way to the Forum will be presented by the COM Foun
dation and the COM Arena Theatre on July 26 to endow 
the Larry L. Stanley 2icholarship. 

In order to aid the fund-raising effort, President Stanley 
allowed use of his name to supply a permanent scholar
ship at COM. "I am just honored the Foundation has cho
sen my name," he said. "I hope we are successful." 

Mary Ann Amelang, COM Foundation exc_cutive di
rector, said the evening will be twice the honor for the 
retiring president because he is the honoree of the event 
as well as the vocal director for the musical. 

About being vocal director Stanley said: "It's some-

thing I used to do. I hired Mr. (Jack) Westin (COM The
. atre Programs director) to direct Forum when I was di
recting music." 

Amelang said, . "Coordinating this fund-raising effort 
with musical theate.r seems like a fitting tribute to some
one who has already done much to advance the educa
tion of others." 

Stanley earned his master of arts in music from Sam 
Houston State University in Huntsville and his bachelor 
of arts in music from Baylor University in Waco. For 35 
years Stanley has been an administrator and a teacher. 
Before becoming president of COM in 1983, he was chair
man of the Division of Arts and Humanities, a teacher of 
music and voice, and director of musicals at the college. 

To buy tickets to the benefit, contact the Foundation 
office at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 508. 
Donations on behalf of the scholarship may be sent to the 
COM Foundation at 1200 Am~urn Road, Room A-159, 
Texas City, TX 77591.. 
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College of the Mainland and th.e Bay Area Triathletes co-hosted the seventh annual COM-BAT triathlon at COM 
on ¥ay 20. More than 300 participants swam 300 yards, raced bicycles 15 miles and ran three miles to raise 
$4,2~6 for COM scholarships and for the Leukemia Society of America. The top male, Vince Dietsch, finished 
with a time of 0:56:33 and the top female, Ann Smith, finished at 1 :02:10. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Brother's graduation sparks ray of hope 

The first weekend in May, my older brother graduated 
from college. As I sat through the ceremony it really 
made me start to think. 

Until that point I had nothing motivating me to finish 
college. I didn't want to do it for myself, I didn't want to 
do it for my parents. I just didn't want to do it, period. 
To me school was a joke. It was something that I could 
live without. Or so I thought. 

The next day I had a six-hour drive home during 
which I occupied my time weighing my options. I could 
continue working and eventually work my way up in the 
world, or I could go to college, obtain a degree and get a · 
job that would start me off making double what I was 
making in May. Then I thought about my family. 

I thought about my brother, Joe. 
At 22, he now has an accounting degree, and will 

probably be making more money by the time he reaches 
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30 than most people who have worked for 20 years. I 
thought about my dad, who 20 years earlier, had gotten 
the job he has now only because he had a college degree. 

Finally, I thought about my mom. 
My mom didn't go to college right away. At 18, she 

married my dad, had my brother at 22, and three years 
later I was born. My mom stayed home with Joe and me 
until I was 4, and then she decided to go back to college. 
It was a hard struggle, raising a family and going to 
school, but finally,five years later my mom graduated 
and has been teaching ever since. I couldn't picture 
myself raising a family and going to school at the same 
time. I was barely managing going to school and 
working. 

The more I thought about my family, the more I, 
realized that by quitting school I would not only be 
putting myself at a disadvantage (or my future, but I 
would be disappo1nting all the people who have helped 
me get to where I am today: my dad, who worked his 
way through college so he could provide for his family; 
my ~om, who only went back to .school so that one day 
she would be able to help provide us with whatever we 
needed; and even my brother, who through hard work 
and determination, has shown me that staying in school 
is worth the effort. 

That Sunday afternoon, somewhere between Abilene 
and La Marque, I decided that, not only was I going to 
stay in school, but I was going to graduate with a degree 
in communications, specializing in public relations. 
Until that time I had not decided what my major was 
going to be, but for some reason on that warm, sunny 
afternoon it became clear. 

I would finish college. I would get my degree. I would 
one day sit through my own graduation and the same 
proud feeling that Joe and the other 149 graduates had 
felt would flutter in my stomach and tickle my toes. I 
would make, not only myself, but the rest of my family 
as proud of me as they were on that day in May when we 
watched my brother and his classmates receive their 
diplomas and enter the world of college graduates. 

As I look back on that day, I find it hard to believe that 
I could even consider quitting school. In two months I 
have found more motivation than any other time before. 

Every day, from the minute I wake up until the minute 
I go to sleep, I convince myself that I have made the 
right choice. Even as I write this, I know that I will end 
up ahead of the crowd. 

There are days when I get down on school, but I 
remember my family and the struggles they went 
through. Then I shut up, smile and remind myself of the 
feeling that overcame me at Joe's graduation and my 
vow to have my dream become reality. 

Presidential candidates 
lack basic intelligence 

··.·. 

·Jennifer 
. West 

Our governor is an idiot. 
I was absolutely furious when I read an article in the 

Houston Chronicle (Sunday, June 18) in which our 
governor-George W. Bush-was asked if alleged railway 
killer Angel Maturino Resendiz (aka Rafael Resendiz 
Ramirez) would be tried outside of Texas for murder. 
His response was: "I don't know that issue. I'm sorry. I 
need to look into that." And then he even had the nerve 
to criticize the reporter for m,t identifying Resendiz by 
his new name. 

That is unbelievable! 
Show me anyone in Texas who doesn't know who 

Resendiz is. Yes, his name did change, but his new name 
was widely publicized in newspapers and on television. 

The families of his victims and alleged victims should 
be outraged. Resendiz was convicted of murdering a 
Houston doctor, Claudia Benton. He also confessed to 
the murder ot"a Weimar couple. 

And Bush is running for president? Is there another 
candidate? 

Yeah, but he's not much better. 
Democratic vice president-Al Gore. 
Gore, his wife Tipper and other senate socialite wives, 

created a stir in the '80s when they set out to censor 
music·they found obscene and offensive. Basically;-a 
bunch ofbored housewives got together and set out to 
get rid of all foul-mouthed, bad-attitude musicians. They 
wanted to put an advisory label on albums that had 
profane language and obscene material. 

That didn't sit too well with musicians who thought 
that censorship interfered with their free speech rights. 

Well, the wives got their parental advisory lyric labels. 
Just check to see how many albums on the Billboard 
music charts today have that label on them. 

If you look on the election websites of both candi
dates: georgewbush.com and algore2000.com, you. will 
see that both promise tax breaks for the middle class and 
health care reform. One of Al Gore's top issues is to stop 
the obtainment of social security numbers from the 
Internet. Don't get me wrong, I'm all for security on the 
'net, but a tax break for the middle class is more 
important to some and long overdue. Take a guess which 
will happen first if Gore wins. 

So who is the lesser of the two evils? 
After reading the article about Bush, I was so mad I 

decided to e-mail him and give him a piece of my mind. 
I reprimanded Bush for being so ignorant and told him 
he lost my vote. My mom was worried that I would 
suffer repercussiqns, but I have the right to free speech, 
so I used that right. 

In giving Bush a piece of my mind, I ended the e-mail 
with the same sentence that I will end this editorial with. 

Lord, help us if anymore ignorant people get elected 
office. • 

InterCOM goes online 
Beginning with the summer issue, the 

lnterCOM will publish an online edition at 
<http://hometown.aol.com/ intercomnews/ 
InterCO Mnewsindex.html>. 

The issue as well as links and picture gal
leries related to the articles will be posted. 



InterCOM staff stars 
in college commercial 
By INTERCOM EDITORS AND STAFF 

The InterCOM summer 2000 staff goes Hollywood! 
~ell, perhaps not that big, but we are ih a commercial for 
College of the Mainland. The commercial, being produced 
by Time Warner Cable, was shot Wednesday, June 14. 
The theme of the commercial was "Looking Toward a 
Bright Future." 

The students involved got their "15 minutes of fame." 
The commercial shoot took place on a warm, windy 

day a_nd began at the COM sign in front of Lake Eckert. 
But before we could begin shooting, everyone had to sign 
a release form saying that it was OK to use our faces on 
the commercial. Then the shoot began. 

The first scene was of a group of students walking by 
the COM sign. Some had books, some didn't, but every~ 
one had sunglasses. It was kind of funny because we had 
to wear the ugliest sunglasses in the world, the huge ones 
with fluorescent colored ear pieces. These glasses were 
chosen to illustrate the theme of the commercial. 

Some of the students became tired because they were 
told to carry on a conversation while walking past the 
sign about 30 times. The others were laughing because 
the group being taped looked rather silly walking back 
and forth in front of the sign. 

We talked about how some of us didn't really know 
one another but were acting like best friends on camera. 
This was pointed out to us by a man we called Chen be
cause there was confusion as to whether his name :was 
Chuck or Ken. 
• After that shot, the crew asked a second group of stu
dents to sit on or around the sign while they filmed them. 
A few members of the InterCOM staff joked about being 
losers because they hadn't been used in a shot yet, but 
they were used in the third shot. 

The ToterCOM staff,members ~re excited to be -able 
to participate in the filming of the video. Of course, 
Michelle Fichera could not stand behind the COM land
mark sign near the shore of Lake Eckert because she is 
only 4 feet 10 inches tall. So they made Michelle Glenn 
stand behind the sign because she is 5 feet 7 inches tall. 

The third shot had only members of the InterCOM staff 
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Members_of the lnterCOM staff strike a pose on the COM landmark sign during the recent filming of a college 
c~mmerc1al. Staff members are (from left) Jennifer West, Tanya Jarkesy, Michael Navarro, Michelle Fichera, 
Michelle Glenn and Matt Tasler. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

sitting on the sign, at first grouped together having a con-
. versation, then spread out with close-ups of our faces. 
After that they said for us to "walk like they did on The 
Breakfast Club," meaning to walk like an Egyptian across 
the narrow piece of cpncrete they call a sign. One par
ticular editor almost fell off a couple of times, while one 
assistant editor was called a "natural actress" who "looks 
like Holly Hunter." 

The last scene we shot involved sitting in a computer 
classroom pretending to listen to a teacher lecture about 
technology. The teacher, Janet Wortman, was supposed 
to look like she was talking about computer graphics. She 
improvised with what she thought was relevant to the sub
ject, but was worried that lip readers would be able to tell 
that she wasn't lecturing about the subject. 

The day was filled with laughter. When we were do.ing 
that goofy walk on the sign, the Time Warner guy told 
Matt Tasler he was too wide (too far away), but we all 
cracked up laughing because we thought he meant Tasler 
had no rhythm and that he was too white. It was hilari
ous. We also had a good time by embarrassing a certain 

staff member for the crush she had on a Time Warner 
worker. 

"I know I'm not anorexic enough to be on TV, but I had 
a really fun time doing the whole shoot," Assistant Editor 
Jennifer West said. "So when I see myself on TV, l'll at 
least be comforted by the fact that my outfit looked pretty 
good." 

Most staff members will not wan.t to see the finished 
product because they were embarras ed with the ending 
shot walking like an Egyptian standing on top of the COM 
sign that faces the Emmett F. Lowry Express~ay. 

The day turned out to be a success, and we all had fun. 
It was a chance for the InterCOM staff to spend time to
gether outside of class and get to know one another on a 
more personal level. It also gave the staff the opportunity 
to learn about what goe·s on behind the camera, an aspect 
which legitimized all the class time we missed! 

Whatever happens, you can't miss us. We'll be the group 
with the girl with the mouth, the cheesecake girl, the laid-· 
back guy, the actress, the waving girl and the guy who's 
too white. 

New chemistry professor comes to COM Join the InterCOM; 
see your name in print By MICHELLE FICHERA 

Assistant Editor 

As he walks from his office to the chemistry lab, he 
prepares to share with his students his knowledge on the 
topic of the .day's lecture. · 

Dr. Thomas Johnson, the new assistant professor of in
organic chemistry, joined the COM faculty this past Janu
ary after spending five years at Texas A&M University at 
Galveston teaching oceanography. 

Born and raised in India, Johnson first came to the 
United States in 1991 through an exchange program with 
the University of California-Los Angeles as part of his 
graduate studies. . 

Johnson then returned to India to study and receive a 
double master's degree in geo-chemistry and geology from 
the India Institute of Technology. He then continued his 
education at the India Institute of Technology to receive 
his doctor<1te in geo-chemistry. · 

"COM is a pretty exciting place," Johnson said. "The 
student/teacher relationship is excellent compared to the 
universities. I liked teaching from the beginning in gradu
ate school. That was when I decided to be a professor." 

Every summer Johnson returns to India to serve as a 
missionary, visiting orphanages and preaching to the com
munity. This summer he will return to India during COM's 
Summer II session. 

Johnson and his wife, who also is from India and a medi
cal technologist at Columbia Hospital in Pasadena, have 
two children: a 3-year-old daughter and a 3-month-old 
son. The rest of their family lives in India. 

Dr. Thomas Johnson, the new COM chemistry pro
fessor, is improving chemistry experiments that in
volve using computers. (Photo by Michelle Ficher.a) 

"My experience in university-level teaching included 
a lot of research." Johnson said. "I want to ·share my ex
perience with my students." 

As a result of Johnson's arrival at COM, improvements 
are being made to a chemistry program that is computer
based. It involves using chemistry experiments on the 
computer in addition to the regular chemistry experiments. 

Are you interested in writing? Do you have an 
opinion that you want in print for everyone to see? 

The introductory journalism course, COMM 
2311.01, Newsgathering and Writing I, is for people 
who like to write and would like to write for the 
lnterCOM, the College of the Mainland's student 
newspaper. 

The course, taught by journalism Professor Astrid 
H. Lowery,_meets Mondays and Wednesdays from 
9:30-10:50 a.m. The lab class, COMM 1129.0J, 
which must be taken with the 2311 course, meets 
at the professor's and the students' convenience 

Skills taught in the beginning course can be used 
and are helpful in all classes, said Skip Garwood, a 
former journalism student and recent graduate of 
the University of Houston-Clear Lake. He said jour
nalism is a course everyone should take. 

"The skills I learned were helpful in all my 
classe_s, " Garwood said. 

Beyond learning how to write in journalism style, 
the course teaches how to organize thinking, how 
to deal with people and how to get people to an
swer the questions you ask. 

Newsgathering and Writing I is an elective and a 
transfer course. 

For more information contact Lowery at (409) 
938-1211 or 1 (888) 258 8859, Ext. 314. 
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Living standards in Army 
not as great as promised 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

After writing an editorial in the March/April issue of 
the InterCOM titled, "Recruiters' promises not worth 
.grief," I received many comments from students and much 
praise from faculty. 

However, one student approached me and told me how 
wrong I was, and how much opportunity the armed ser
vices offer. He claimed that the military gives chances 
for soldiers to attend college and begin a career. 

Recently, I ran into one of my friends who joined the 
Army immediately after high school. I gave him a copy 
of my editorial and he laughed at it. When I asked him 
why it was so funny, he said because I was right. 

Cameron Bell, a 6-year-old student in the COM Child Development Lab, begins to paint a self-portrait. Bell, along 
with many other children, attends the child care lab where he and the other children can learn '(aluable social 
skills such as communicating with peers, sharing and turn-taking~ (Ph_oto by Michael Navarro) 

"It's an honorable job, but at the same time it has a lot 
of flaws." He agreed to tell me the true conditions, but 
asked that I not use his name for his protection. He gradu
ated from basic training in January 1999 and was stationed 
at Fort Polk in Louisiana. He along with his wife and two 
children live on base. 

Fall evening child care offers convenience They also live in poverty. 
"Base pay is about $1,300 a month, plus I get about 

$200 for food since I'm married," he said. "So I end up 
By TANYAJARKESY 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland has provided yet another way 
to accommodate its students. 

The Child Development Lab Evening Care Program is 
in session every fall and spring semester. This is helpful 
to parents who cannot attend classes during the day be
cause they work or think night classes are more suitable 
for them. The Child Development Lab has offered evening 
child,_ care for three -ye;us, m_aking it pos~b1c:.,"foptrese 
parents to continue their education. . 

The Evening Care Program is supervised by lead teacher 
Janie Aguirre and is open from 5:30-10:15 p.m., Mon
days through Thursdays. Parents pay a once-a-semester 
$5 non-refundable registration fee and then $3 per night 
per child. Thi:se rates are reasonable because of the qual
ity of care the children receive. 

Children must be registered at the beginning of the se
mester; must have updated immunization r~cords; be be
tween 3 and 11 years old; and be potty trained. Children 
must be registered during on-campus registration. 

Enrollment in the evening care program has increased 
every semester. Parents who take advantage of this pro
gram probably find it less expensive than a baby sitter. 

Also, the lab is run by experienced, caring child care pro- making about $620 every other week after taxes." 
viders, and children can meet other children their age and What is sad is that his income is below poverty level 

· enjoy playing with them. and he depends on food stamps to support his family. Ac-
Children, while in settings with other children of the cording to him, a soldier ranking from El to E6 (private 

similar age, can learn many pro-social skills. Most im- · to staff sergeant) with a family can still be eligible fo.--
portantly, they learn things like tum-taking, sharing, and food stamps. "Sometimes we come down to stay with our 

- cooperation. If a child is at home with a family member parents- (in Dickinson) because it's cheaper than staying 
or baby sitter, he or she may not ~e exposed to situations on base, especially when our refrigerator is empty." 
that can enhance these skills. I asked him if the housing provided by the military 

There are many reasons to enroll your child in the fall helped him economically. "They give you housi~, but 
~vening c~ilµ Cl}re p..rogram. The lnost ipiportad,l m.ity b* ; _.,_ rit's7substandlrf hoµsing. ·The houses aren 't-bad,-tfofil lot 
that It's right on campus, a convenience many parents look_ of peopie are living there and it's not properly cleaned." 
for. If you plan to attend COM this fall and are looking One of the benefits the public has always been told about 
for a trustworthy place to ensure your child's safety and living on a military base is that the products are cheaper 
happiness, the Child Development Lab Evening Care Pro- at the military stores because there are no taxes. "The 
gram has much to offer. stores on the post raise prices to compensate for taxes, so 

Director of the child care program, Anne Wilcox, said: we end up paying more." 
"Providing quality-child care for students enables them When I asked him about the $40,000 G.I. Bill that all 
to pursue their endeavors, and parents know that their chil- soldiers are eligible for, he responded, "If the recruiter 

- dren are safe and happy. Also, being on site is convenient tells you that you can go to college during your term, it's 
because parents can come see their children between a lie; your unit won't let you." 
classes." · As I talked to him, I noticed he had become more ag-

For more information about the Child Development Lab gressive, foul-mouthed and edgy than he was in high 
Evening Care Program, call ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) school. It seemed as if all the aggression he had during· 
258-8859, Ext. 390 or 611. his youth had multiplied tenfold. When I asked him if his 

Hum~nities to continue writing tutorials 
wife recognized the great change in his behavior, he re
plied: "The wife of a soldier sees more than we do. I have 
been brainwashed to be obedient and put up with things. 

"I have been brainwashed, but that is for the good of 
the military and the good ofAmerica," he said. "But I 
have to be like that or I'm not a good soldier." 

By MICHELLE GLENN 
Staff Reporter 

In· the fall the College of the Mainland Humanities Team _ 
will again offer writing tutorials, a service the team's 
English professors have offered students for many years. 
These tutorials are now called the Writing Center. 

English professor, Dr. T. Gilchrist White, was hired a 
year ago to direct the writing program_ and to develop a 
writing center at COM. White attended Texas Woman's 
University in Denton and has a doctorate in rhetoric and 
composition. In August, she will celebrate her 1-year an
niversary at COM. 

The Writing Center, presently housed in Suite B of the 
Learning Resources Center, is available to students, fac
ulty, staff and th~ community. However, its primary func
tion is to serve students. 

The center aids students in brainstorming, organizing, 
structuring and formatting papers. Though the English pro
fessors will not rewrite papers, students should allow at 
least 30 minutes to work with them. Students can access 
English professors via the COM home page, 
<www.collegeofthemainland.com>, to e-mail questions. 

Most importantly, the Writing Center is not just for stu
dents in English classes, but for all students enrolled in 
any class in which they need help with writing. Former 
students attending other institutions also are welcome. 

A full range of tutors will be available to aid students 
in the fall, and within the next couple of years volunteer 
tutors also will be available, White said. Writing Center_ 
schedules will be distributed throughout the campus early 
in the fall. The schedules will list the times each of the 
English professors- Kathye Bergin, Brenda Brown, Astrid . 
H. Lowery, Dr. Andrew Nelson, Dr. Mark Sanders, Ouida 
Sanmann and White- will be available for tutoring. 

White will discuss the .Writing Center with the Instruc
tional Leaders Council on campus and hopes. all instruc
tors will agree to include the center's schedule in their 
syllabuses. Schedules also will be available at student 
orientation on Aug. 1. Wh~te, along with other English 
professors, is searching the COM campus for a room for 
the Writing Center. 

Though Writing Center tutorials are not available this 
summer, students can contact the.ir English professors for 
help with papers or make an appointment with White at 
(409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 316. 

He feels another great flaw of the military is that they 
have established contracts with outside civilians who he 
feels don't care about the soldiers, only about making 
money. "At the posts we are treated like second class citi
zens. Civilians won't help the soldier." 

He also believes civilians have no respect for soldiers 
and don't care if their actions make military life difficult 
for soldiers. 

"I have been told by my NCOs (non-commissioned of
ficers) that the old Army took care of the soldiers. But my 
NCOs say that civilians have ruined it because they handle 
many of the ~oldiers' services such as housing and stores. 

"The military could cut a lot of costs if they got rid of 
the civilians and let the soldiers do most of these jobs." 
He believes that if soldiers were allowed to have a more 
independently run community, they would be paid more. 

"My biggest gripe is that you have a guy who works 
hard, has many duties, has very few rights and can barely 
support his family," he said. "If you're gonna join the 
military, don't go with big aspirations thinking its any
thing more than just a regular job." 
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Student provides logistical support to flight crew 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Online Editor 

The May issue of lnterCOM contained the story, "COM 
students fly 'vomit comet,"' about two College of the . 
Mainland student teams participating in scientific experi
ments with NASA's KC-135A, "Weightless Wonder," air
craft as part of the Reduced Gravity Student Flight Op
portunities Program. 

Page 6 of the May issue listed the names of the COM 
DART Team, chemistry professor, Dr. Gregory Johnson's 
team. The name of Maria Garcia was inadvertently omit
ted from the list. InterCOM regrets the error. 

Garcia, pictured second from right in the group photo 
on Page 6 of the May issue, was part of the COM DART 
ground crew. As a ground-support member Garcia pro
vided logistical support to her flight crew team members. 

Some of the logistics included researching the techni
cal specifications of the KC-135A, such as power sup
plies available and space constraints to accommodate the 
group's experiment aboard the craft. 

"My greatest challenge was to go in with no experi
ence as to what is available in the craft," Garcia said. She 
did not have the opportunity to see some of the equip
ment facilitated by NASA until just a few days prior to 
the scheduled flights. 

Garcia together with other ground support team mem
bers, Eddie Canales, Joyce Johnson,• Becky Skains and 
Carol Voight provided the necessary support for the team 
to develop and implement the experiments successfully. 

With Johnson as an adviser and NASA's Dr. Charles 
W. Lloyd acting as mentor to the team, the COM DART 
flight team flew two successful missions aboard the KC-
135A on April 18 and 19. 

"My most rewarding experience was to see our fly 
(team) crew succeed," Garcia said when the team as
sembled in the COM Math/Science Building to compile 
the data obtained during the in-flight experiments. 

Garcia studies biology as part of her pre-med major. 
Her long-term goal is to work in research. 

"This gave me experience in experimental protocol," 
Garcia said. 

Maria Garcia, (right) stands with Eddie Canales (cen
ter) and Dr. Gregory Johnson at NASA's Johnson 
Space Center. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Renovated Admissions Office to be more accessible to students 
Continued from Page 1 ----------
sions Office, student worker Ann Burdette, who has. 
worked in the office for a year and a half, said, "I feel like 
we are on a camping trip." She added that a fair share of 
bumping into one another, lots of laughter and store
bought snacks help set the camp-like scene. 

Certainly the office is homelike. Mary Maldonado, a 
student record specialist, said that the temporary office 
location is "cozy and manageable." 

The renovated Admissions Office will have a much dif
ferent look than the former office. 

By JENNIFER WEST 
Assistant Editor · 

Hurricane season, which began in June and ends in No
vember, is predicted to be active this year. Forecasters 
from several Houston news stations are predicting between 
four to six storms to enter or form in the Gulf. 

Last year Hurricane Bret slamrned the southern part of 
the Texas coast in the Valley; however, because the area 
impacted is largely unpopulated, damage was minimal. 

Factors such as global warming and shifting weather 
patterns can make .these hurricanes stronger and poten
tially more dangerous. 

"Coastal residents need to be ready in case this is the, 
year our luck runs out, " said Texas Insurance Commis
sioner Jose Montemayor, in a recent news bulletin. 

Residents in the coastal areas are prone to the most dam
age from hurricanes, so being alert and watching the news 
is extremely important. 

· "Hurricane insurance, windstorm and flood insurance 
are a must in this area, " said Betty Fuller, a broker for a 
real estate company in the Bacliff area. 

People need to have the appropriate insurance if they 
live in hurricane areas, just as people living by a river or 

Upon entering the renovated office, students will have 
easy access to the Registrar's Office, which will be near 
the front. The new Admissions Office will be more spa
cious, and it will have a conference room as well as sev
eral islands that will give students the privacy they need 
to complete their tasks. 

Student Record Specialist Laura Winkler said that at 
the front of the new office students will have access to 
computers and printers that will be connected to the 
Internet. Using these computers, students can register 
themselves via an online application on the COM website 

in low-lying areas need to have flood insurance. Having 
hurricane insurance helps get claims processed faster and 
makes the rebuilding process easier and less costly. 

People living in hurricane-prone areas should have an 
evacuation route plan in place and have an arrangement 
to stay elsewhere in case of emergencies. 

When a hurricane is expected, residents should take 
precautions by moving all small objects indoors, storing 
or anchoring boats and RVs, and having bottled water, 
batteries and a portable radio on hand. 

Residents on Galveston Island and the Bolivar Penin
sula should pay special attention to posted evacuation 
warnings. It may be harder for these residents to leave if 
they hear an evacuation warning too late. 

The first tropical depression of the season appeared in 
the Gulf of Mexico about 600 miles from Galvest6n in 
early June. 

At the time the depr_ession was tracked, it was a poorly 
organized storm hovering around southern Mexico. When 
it dissipated it dumped large amounts of rain on the Texas 
coast and Hill Country areas. 

Hurricane tracking charts are available at gas stations, 
and Kroger and Randalls grocery stores. Local news sta
tions also offer tracking charts. 

COM offers summer school for high scho9I students 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

The Mainland Secondary Summer School is being of
fered by College of the Mainland for the 12th consecu
tive year. 

Two sessions are held yearly. The first was June 5 to 
June 23, and the second began June 26 and ends July 14. 

High school classes such as math, history, science and 
English are offered yearly to high school students wish
ing to catch up or get ahead at their schools. 

Classes are offered to students from schools in the same 

district as COM. These schools are Dickinson, Hitchcock, 
La Marque, Texas City and Santa Fe. However, students 
from any district may attend. 

According to Trish Mentzer, program assistant for Con
tinuing Education and Technical Education students, the 
school districts and COM benefit from the summer school. 

Having their summer school at COM also prevents dis
tricts from having to keep the schools open for the few 
students needing classes, she said. Mentzer also believes 
that it gives students the chance to experience a college 
setting and helps them feel comfortable with the atmo
sphere when they attend COM in the fall. 

without having to fill out too much paperwork. 
The application is now available at 

<www.collegeofthemainland.com>. 
All the workers in Admissions are extremely excited 

about the renovated office. 
Burdette said that her co-workers "deserve a new of

fice" because of their hard work and dedication. She be
lieves that the office will "finally catch up with the time." 
Maldonado added that the office will be "user friendly." 
She and her co-workers agree that the goal of the new 
office is to better serve students. 

. PTK.participates 
in beach cleanup 
By MA'IT TASLER 
Staff Reporter 

The Sigma Delta Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa at Col
lege of the Mainland participated in the Adopt-A-Beach 
project in Galveston April 29. 

· Sigma Delta invited other chapters from the surround
ing colleges to join in the effort. The chapters that partici
pated were Alvin Community College, Mu Upsilon; 
Galveston College, Sigma Gamma; Houston, Community 
College, Omega Sigma; and Tomball Community College, 
Alpha Rho Mu. 

Thirty students helped with the cleanup: 12 from COM, 
10 from Galveston College, four from Houston Commu
nity College, two from Alvin Community College and two 
from Tomball Community College. 

Students picked up many things at Hershey Beach, the 
assigned area, located five miles west of the Seawall, the 
most abundant: approximately 1,000 cigarette butts. 

A barbecue was held after the cleanup as a reward for 
the participants. 

The COM chapter hosted a volleyball tournament after 
the cleanup. Tomball, Alpha Rho Mu, took home the hon
orary duck trophy as the winners. 

All students who participated in the cleanup seemed to 
enjoy the project and left with a greater respect for the 
need to keep the beaches clean. 

The COM chapter officers for 2000-2001 are Fabian 
Sifuentes, president; Simone Rieck, vice president; Debbie 
Mann, secretary; Carol Voight, treasurer; Betty Schiel, 
historian; and Gina Butler, reporter. 

The next scheduled cleanup date is Sept. 16. 
"It was really rewarding to see the difference in the beach 

after we were done," Sifuentes said. "It was rewarding 
that the colleges worked together to get it done. We look 
forward to more people working together in September." 
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. -
The SuperStart students visit R. J. Wollam Elementary School in Santa Fe. SuperStart members are (back from 
left) Jess Olive (coordinator), Mark Reikert, Alicia Henderson, Kenesha Butler, Grant Gonsoulin, Hao Lui; (front 
from left) Tran Nguyen, Melanie Bahr, Leah Calhoun and Jackie McMahon. ~Photo by Michael Navarro) 

SuperStart offered to high school students 
By MICHELLE GLENN 
Staff Reporter 

People may not be aware that ·since 1985 College of 
the Mainland has offered a program for high school stu
dents who have completed their junior or senior years. 

The summer program, SuperStart, is available to stu
dents who have met at least one of the following require
ments: a top 25 percent ranking in their class; being rec
ognized as a Texas Scholar; passing every course of the 
Texas State Recommended Curriculum; or a score of 24 
or more on the ACT or an SAT score of 1070 or higher. 

Texas Scholars are students following the Texas Coor
dinating Board Recommended Curriculum and making a 
C or better in every class. Texas City and La Marque are·· 
the only school districts with the Texas Scholar program. 

Students who are selected for the SuperStart Program 
receive a scholarship that covers tuition, books and field 
trip expenses. SuperStart students are allowed to take 
transferable college level courses such as algebra, English, 
biology, chemistry or U.S. history. In addition, students 

are allowed to take another course at their own expense. 
Jess Olive, a retired chemical engineer has been head 

of the SuperStart Program for 13 years. 
Morning sessions of SuperStart are devoted to class, 

while afternoon sessions are set aside for such things as 
"career-oriented trips, career-related presentations, career 
skills discovery and recreation." Students in SuperStart 
are introduced to careers in aerospace, journalism, law, 
research, medicine and many others. 

Olive said the career-oriented activities "give students 
direct information on many career choices and help them 
make better decisions concerning their education." 

Olive said that he would "like to see the career activi
ties be made into a credit course and have a local indus
try /business employ the students in their off hours." 

Currently, 35 students are enrolled in SuperStart; 13 
are 12th graders and 22 are 11th graders. 

Information about the SuperStart Program is available 
through high school counselors or through Olive, the COM 
SuperStart coordinator, at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 267. 

Cosmetology program serves public 
By TANYA JARKESY 
Staff Reporter 

A career in cosmetology provides opportunities for 
unique personalities. 

Some cosmetologists want to own their own salons or 
work in Hollywood to doll up the movie stars. Others have 
different .aspirations. 

College of the Mainland offers a cosmetology pr<?gram, 
which takes approximately nine months to one year to 
complete. The requirements include six different courses 
over three semesters and concurrent participation in 1,500 
hours of hands-on experience for the Texas State Board. 

"With a cosmetology degree you can do so many 
things," said Heather Young, a cosmetology student. "I 
want to be a mortician." This is a unique career path, one 
that probably few people choose as their life's calling. 
Young's uncle has been a mortician since she was a little 
girl; as a result, she is comfortable with this line of work. 

Erin Craft, another cosmetology student, said, "I want 

to own my own salon and· cafe in one." She added that 
she would provide hors d'oeuvres for her customers. 

Professor Connie Foster, one of the founders of the cos
metology program at COM, has been involved with this 
program for more than 12 years. The five other profes
sors in the program are Kim Adams, Elaine Baker, Ellen 
Johnson, Katherine Kyle and Malinda Mathis. 

The COM cosmetology program offers a full line of 
services available to the public. Anyone can make an ap
pointment to take advantage of the reasonable prices. The 
students do the work, b_ut they are closely supervised by 
the professors. A haircut is $5; a manicure is $4. High
lights are $20. 

The cosmetology building is located across from the 
front entrance of the COM c~mpus, next to the Depart
ment of Public Safety office. Salon services are available 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, 9:45 a.m.-11:45 
a.m. and 1 p.m.-4 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday nights, 
5:45-8 p.m. For an appointment call (409) 938-1211 or 1 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 480 or call ( 409) 938-8607. 

Astros pay big price 
for not paying stars 

The Astros need to join the 21st century if they plan to 
contend for the division title in the near future. Wjtile di
vision rivals St. Louis Cardinals and Cincinnati Reds"were 
improving their rosters, the Astros s.eemed to be headed 
in the opposite direction. 

In the off-season, the Cardinals improved their pitch
ing_staff by acquiring ex-Astro Darryl Kile, as well as Pat 
Hentgen. The Cardinals traded for Jim Edmonds to add 
more punch to a lineup that already included home-run 
king Mafk McGwire, J.D. Drew and Fernando Tatis. The 
Reds pulled off the blockbuster of the winter by trading 
Ken Griffey Jr. to team up with Barry Larkin. 

While the Astros' rivals wer~ gearing up to fight for 
division supremacy, Houston was pulling punches. To 
avoid paying their players market value, the Astros traded 
Carl Everett, Derek Bell and Mike Hampton after the 1999 
season. Astros' management claims that by trading play
ers in the final year of their contracts the Astros get some
thing in return. 

By making trades over the past few years to acquire 
Randy Johnson and Mois~sA!ou, theAstros have little in 
reserve in the minor leagues to replace the major league 
players. 

The Astros have lost their top starting pitcher after each 
of the past three seasons, losing Kile in 1997, Johnson in 
1998 and Hampton in 1999. ,When they traded three mi
nor league prospects for Johnson in 1998, he was in the 
last year of his contract. Johnson signed with the Arizona 
Diamondbacks as a free agent after the 1998 season. 

While other teams have payrolls approaching $100 mil
lion, the Astros just can't compete when they spend only 
$51.3 million. 

A few years back, the Los Angeles Dodg~rs made 
pitcher Kevin Brown the first "$100 million man," sign
ing him to a contract worth $105 million over seven years, 
which makes his salary $15.7 million this year. 

Since Brown signed his contract, the average salary for 
players has increased immensely. Randy Johnson signed 
a four-year deal with Arizona worth $53.4 million in 1998. 
Johnson's contract pays him $13.4 million this year. 

The average salary for an Astros .player is $1.9 million 
a year. Craig Biggio is the highest paid Astro at $6.75 
million for this year, yet he ranks only 51st on the list of 
highest paid players. 

Everyone thought that with the opening of Enron Field, 
the Astros' new retractable roof stadium, the Astros would 
be able to pay their stars well and Houston would finally 
get a winner. This has not been the case. Even with the 
prospects of improved revenue, management decided to 
keep the budget roughly the same for this season. 

At some point, the Astros must decide to pay their play
ers market value or they will risk becoming a farm team, 
a team that does nothing but develop playe~s for the rest 
of the league. Not paying their players at the going rate 
has proven to be a mistake since many of the players the 
Astros have traded away over the years have gone on to 
have success in other cities. As a result, it seems like any
time I turn on a baseball game I'm thinking, "There's an
other former Astro." 
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COM to.host summer sporting events 
By MA-'l"'iTA"SLEJtl 
Staff Reporter 

+ 

College of the Mainland is hosting many different , 
sports-related activities for students, faculty and staff, as 
well as community members. 

The University of Houston main campus will sponsor a 
volleyball camp hosted by the women's volleyball coach 
and some former college players that wHI be held at COM 
July 17 through July 21. 

Session A, for students entering sixth, seventh or eighth 
grade, is scheduled for 8:30-11:30 a.m. Session B, for high 
school students, runs from 1-4 p.m. The cost is $110 per 
person. Enrollment is limited to 45 participants a session. 

There is no deadline for applying, but since enrollment 
is limited, early sign up is encouraged. For more informa
tion call (713) 743-9474. 

An Introduction to Golf workshop will be held on 
Wednesday, July 19, in Room P-149 of the Gym. The _ 
workshop costs $5 per person and the deadline to register 
is Friday, July 14. · 

COM wilt-host a Moonlight Madness Fun Run/Walk 
on Friday, July 28, at 9 p.m. The cost is $15 per person 
and competitors must sign up by Friday, July 21. 

A Table Tennis Tournament will be held in the COM 
Gym Tuesday, Aug. 1, at 6:30 p.Jll. The event is free to 
credit students and costs $4 for all others. All must sign 
up by Thursday, July 27. 

COM will host open Volleyball Nights in the COM 
Gym on Aug. 1, 8 and 15. These Tuesday night games 
run from 7-9:30. The event is free to credit students and 
costs $3 for all others. 

A Weeknight Racquetball Tournament will be held at 
COM on Monday, Aug. 7, and Tuesday, Aug. 8, from 6-
10 p.m. The cost is $14 per person and the deadline to 
register is Monday, July 31. 

The weight room is open Monday through Friday, 7:30 
to 9 a.m., 10:30 to 5:45 p.m. and 7:30-9 p.m. The free 
weight room is open Monday through Friday, 7:30-9 a.m. 
and 1-9 p.m. 

For more information, call the Gym front desk at ( 409) 
938-1211, or toll free 1 (888) 258-885~, Ext. 422. 

Graduation tickets still limited to four 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Assistant Editor 

At the end of the spring semester many College of the 
Mainland students were in the middle of a controversy 
when the location of the graduation ceremony was 
changed to the Doyle Convention Center in Texas City 
after being held at the La Marque High School Audito
rium for several years. 

The ceremony was Friday, May 12 at 7:30 p.m. 
The major concern was that each graauate was given 

only four tickets for family members and friends to at
tend the ceremony. Many of the graduates were disap
pointed to learn that they could have only four tickets. 
When the ceremony was held at La Marque High School, 
tickets we.re not issued. 

"After all the controversy about seating, everything 

turned out really nice," said Connie Bardwell, secretary 
to the Advisement Center. . 

At 7 p.m. everyone was allowed into the hall, whether. 
they had a ticket or not. Because seating was limited, 
many people had to stand. An overflow room was avail
able with monitors to watch the ceremony; howevfa, only 
about 10 people were in the room, mainly those with cry
ing children. 

"I've had more positive feedback about this gradua
tion than any of the three graduations I've done before," 
Bardwell said. 

Next year's ceremony will again be held at the Doyle 
Convention Center. However, for next year's graduation 
the entire facility has been rented, so the overflow room 
will be able to seat between 300 and 400 people. They 
will see the ceremony on a television monitor. 

Tickets are estimated to remain at four per graduate. 
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Wrestling craze 
takes nation by storm 

Has anyone ever called you a jabroni? How about a 
roody poo? Well, if you didn't know what they were say
ing to you, it's wrestling lingo. 

Wrestling is a craze that's quickly sweeping across the 
nation. Wrestling tickets hit the box office and sell out 
within minutes. Tell me you haven't seen people walking 
around wherever you go wearing black wrestling T-shirts 
with catch phrases such as "Austin 3:16," "Pimpin' ain't 
easy" and "Layeth the smacketh down" on them. 

Of course, wrestling is not new, but young superstars 
such as the Rock are emerging and taking over the ring. 

Forget the old men in wild colored trunks and bring on 
the sweaty, muscular hotties. They're an awesome-hook. 
Even I will admit they are one of the reasons I watch it. 
Don't worry men, they haven't forgotten about you. Su
perstars like Chyna, the Kat and Terry still parade around 
the ring innocently distracting the referee and acciden
tally losing articles of clothing. Why do the refs fall for 
that every time? Beware though, not all_ the women are 
worth watching. I'm sure the aged Mae Young probably 
grossed a few people out with her pay-per-view puppy 
display in the beauty contest a few months ago. 

Wrestling isn't all fake either. Mick Foley can attest to 
that. If you tell the die-hard wrestling fans that wrestling 
is fake they just might copy Rakishi's finishing move and 
rub their big nasty butts in your face. So, 1 wouldn't rec
ommend doing.that. 

Even if it were all fake, it would still be hilarious. I'm 
sorry, but you have to laugh at two grown men who claim 
they weigh more than 800 pounds just because they carry 
a scale around with them everywhere they go. 

The story lines are wonderful, too. You can't beat the 
teaming of the sumo-style Rakishi with the two wanna-be 
cool guys. The crowd loves it. In fact, Too Cool is one of 
the most popular tag teams around_these days, and the 
crowd will not let them exit the ring unless Scottie 2 Hottie 
and Grandmaster Sexay do their hip little dance. 

The catch phrases that wrestlers use are probably more 
memorable than anything you have heard before in your 
life and that's the bottom line "cuz Stone Cold said so." 

The announcers also add a lot to the show. You just can't 
resist smiling and laughing when you hear one of the WWF 
announcers, J .R., mention the words slobberknocker and 
carnage over and over and over again throughout the show. 
The other WWF announcer, King, is full of corny jokes 
and always cheers for the bad guys, unlike J.R. who al
ways cheers for the good guys. Because they are oppo
sites, the two have comic appeal. 

Each conclusion of a wrestling show makes the viewer 
want to see the next show, which like a soap opera, can be 
very addicting. 

Where else but in wrestling would yo,u hear people 
screaming for finishing moves such as the worm, the 
stinkface or the pedigree? 

People call wrestling a beer-drinking, redneck display 
of nonsense, but in actuality many people watch wres
tling. Men, women, children of all types tune into 
Smackdown and other wrestling shows every week, as can 
be proven by rating charts and ticket purchases. 

In fact, the reasons people are drawn to wrestling make 
sense. Wrestling is simply a: televised version of the power, 
conflict, love, sex and absurdity of the world we live in. 
It's not all bad either. Multiculturalism, morals and friend
ship are just as much a part of wrestling as the next show. 
It's true; it's true. Ask the Olympic hero Kurt Angle about 
his three I's: Intensity, Integrity and Intelligence. 

So the next time you see wrestling on television, give it 
a chance before you bash it. Know your role and shut your 
mouth if you smmmeeeeelllll what the Rock is cooking. 

_,,. 
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What's Happening 

COM Arena Theatre Costumer, Landis York, works on one of the costumes for the musical A Funny Thing Hap
pened on the Way to the Forum. The play opens July 27 and runs through Aug. 20. President Larry L. Stanley will 
direct vocals, Jack Westin will direct the musical and Mark Adams will play Pseudolus. A special performance on 
July 26 will benefit an endowed scholarship in Stanley's name. · (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

Musical features array of directors 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Assistant Editor 

A funny thing is happening this summer with the Col~ 
lege of the Mainland theater department's summer musi
cal A Funny Thing Happened On the Way to the Forum. 
This year, not only will Mark Adams, directoroftheArena 
Theatre, be playing the role of Pseudolus, but President 
Larry L. Stanley will be doing the vocal direction as Jack 
Westin, COM Theatre Programs director, directs the sum
mer musical. 

To add to the excitement, music Professor Sparky 
Koerner will be conducting a 10-piece orchestra, and 
Andree Newport, the first recipient of the Pat Darde The
atre Scholarship and a COM theater graduate, will be cho
reographing the show. 

"Doing the vocal direction for the musicai this summer 
is nostalgic," Stanley said. "I hired Jack Westin to direct 
Forum when I was directing music, and now be has asked 
me to direct music while he is directing Forum. We have 
a very energetic group of actors, singers and dancers, and 
it looks to be a lot of fun." 

A permanent scholarship is being established in 
Stanley's name by the COM Foundation. 

The COM Foundation is sponsoring a special perfor
mance of the show July 26 to raise money for the Stanley 
scholarship. Forum will officially open July 27 and run 
through Aug. 20. Call ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-
8859 Ext. 345 for tickets. 

The musical is the hilarious tale of Pseudolus, the lazi-

est slave in Rome, whose only wish is to buy his freedom. 
When his master and mistress leave for the day, he finds 
out that his young master, Hero, has fallen in love with 
Philia, a virgin in the house ofLycus, who is a slave dealer 
specializing in beautiful women. Pseudohis arranges a deal 
in which he will be freed if he can arrange a meeting be
tween Hero and Philia. Of course, it can't be that simple, 
and everything begins to go wrong. 

Adams joins a cast of COM veterans and some new
comers to make the play a success. Joey Milillo, who 
played in Mister Roberts and Anything Goes, returns to 
the Arena Theatre as Hero. Senex will be played by Sid 
Addis, who has performed in The Grapes of Wrath and 
You Can't Take It With You. Kayleen Clements, a new
comer from the University of St. Thomas in Houston, joins 
them as Dominia, while Bryan Myers, as Hysterium, rec
reates the role he played in the original COM production. 

Also in the cast is K. Ball Withers as Erronius, Kevin 
Daughtry as Miles Gloriosus and Tommy Townsend as 
Lycus. Cori Simpkins will play Tintinabula, while Misty 
Albrec~t is Panacea and Kisha Blanton and Julie Dispensa 
will play Geminae #1 and #2, respectively. · 

Lynn McBray~r ,will portray Vibrata in the COM pro
duction; Amy Olfers is Gymnasia and Elizabeth Townsend 
is Philia. Protean #1 will be Jeffrey Johnstone, who will 
also be the understudy to Bryan Myers, and Michael Hanby 
will be Protean #2. 

A Funny Thing Happened On the Way to the Forum 
brings humor into the theater and lets Stanley end his COM 
tenure with a flourish. 

Sum01er II registration will be July 6 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

On-campus registration for the 2000 Summer II semes
ter at College of the Mainland will be held July 6 in the 
lobby of the Administration Building. 

"We are aiming for the major semesters and Summer I 
registration to be in the Gym," said thermal technology 
Professor Larry Griffith, who spearheads the registration 
process. However, the Summer II registration is not be
ing held in the gym because according to Griffith, there 
are too few professors teaching during Summer II, and 
traditionally too few students enroll to spend two days 

setting up the Gym for registration. Summer I finals also 
are that week and the Gym will be in use. 

Late registration for Summer II begins the first week of 
the second session. On Monday, July 10, late registration 
will be held in the Administration Building lobby. After 
July 10 students may register late by phone at ( 409) 935-
8900. Students registering late who have TASP holds 
should first speak to advisers Kelly Musick or Dr. Bill 
Spillar whose offices are in the Administration Building. 

As of June 28, more than 470 students had registered 
for Summer II compared to last year's total of 882. Due to 
COM's continuous registration process, more than 169 
students have already registered for the fall semester. 
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Writing Center open to students 
SeePage4 

Enrollment new president's top priority 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Managing Editor 

If you have attended any of the recent activities at Col
lege of the Mainland this semester, you may have noticed 
an unfamiliar face speaking to the crowds. That face be
longs to Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes, the new COM presi
dent. 

Dr. Hayes joins COM after serving as dean of Workforce 
D~velopment at Alamo Community College District in 
San Antonio for the past four years. From 1989 to 1996 
he was dean of Occupational and Technical Education at 
San Antonio College after having served as dean of Oc
cupational Education and TecJmology and Continuing 
Education at Palo Alto College in San Antonio. 

While at Palo Alto College, Dr. Hayes participated in 
the design of classroom and lab ·space for the new col
lege, developed new curricula and prepared documenta
tion for the college's initial Southern Association of Col
leges accreditation. 

Dr. Hayes began his career in education as a high school 
teacher in Illinois, ·where he received his bachelor's de
-gree i'l b•1sine<:<: admin;stration and m~ster's degree in 
business administration at Northern Illinois University in 
DeKalb. He earned his doctorate in Curriculum and In
struction at the University of Texas in Austin. 

The new president was attracted to COM because of 
the potential he sees in it. The growing community and 
changes in industry surrounding the college also influenced 
his decision. 

Dr. Hayes was familiar with COM before coming here. 
He served on a statewide committee with Bill Raley, COM 
associate dean of Technical Education Programs. He also 
has been friends with Dr. Dorothy McNutt, former chair-. 
woman of the COM Division of Business, who retired 
several years ago, and Dr. Donald G. Bass, former dean of 
Instruction and Student Development. 

Having been at COM for only a little more than a month, 
Dr. Hayes said·he will be listening to what students, fac
ulty and staff have to say before deciding what changes 
are necessary. 

"Retention and enrollment _management are for COM 
and for me a top priority," he said. "When you·look at the 
statistics for the institution, you see that we are not retain
ing students as we should. I'm not sure why that's hap
pening. We have an Enrollment Management Team and 
we're focusing on enrollment management in a retreat later 
in October, and we hopefully will identify through that 
process \"hat it '" ..- ::: r.e ... d '" <lo.'' 

Dr. Hayes also is concerned with recruiting at area high 
schools in an effort to attract more students coming out of 

See President Page 7 
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TIPA Award-winner 

Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes addresses students for the 
first time at the Welcome Kickoff Sept. 12 under the 
LAC breezeway. (Photo by Michelle Fichera) 

Suspicious activity prompts police to alert students 
By TAMMIE LETROISE 
Staff Reporter 

In early September an unidentified man ran up behind 
a female jogger and began mumbling at her as she came 
down the small hill of the College of the Mainland jog
ging trail east of Lake Eckert. The jogger did not report 
the incident to the COM Police Team until some time later. 

The woman, according to Officer E.W. "Butch" Carr, 

COM Police Team leader, chose to wait before reporting 
the incident, which is not a good idea. Carr said students, 
faculty and staff should immediately go to the police when 
something strange or threatening takes place on campus. 

"We are real officers certified through the stats: of Texas, 
just like any other officer that is on the street," Carr ex
plained. "We have the power to make arrests, issue war
rants and give citations. If you are in trouble and you are a 
stud~nt on this campus you should feel free to come to us, 

Dr. Carmen Tafolla acts as the old woman In her one-woman show titled, With Our Very Own Names, held Sept. 26 
In the LRC Auditorium, L-131, as part of the Hispanic Heritage Month. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

and we will help you with your situation." 
Carr also emphasized the importance of reporting any

thing strange immediately. "I wish anyone who sees any
one who looks out of place, would give us a call." He 
added the police can't help if they aren't made aware of 
problems. 

The COM Police officers are not only there to help 
with problems, but can aid students in other ways as well. 

See Police Page 5 

Chican~ storyteller visits 
COM, personifies poetry 
By ELIAS DELA CERDA JR. 
Online Editor 

A diminutive figure appeared seemingly out of nowhere 
in the auditorium at College of the Mainland Sept. 26. 

The audience observed an old woman, conspicuously 
disoriented, walking with a cane toward the stage and 
asking where the bus stop was. The unsuspecting audi
ence was about to meet Tfa Sofia {Aunt Sofia), one of 
several characters portrayed by Dr. Carmen Tafolla dur
ing her With Our Very Own Names presentation. 

Dr. Tafolla, a distinguished poet, author, cuentista (story 
teller) and academician, has dramatically depicted the 
Chicano (Mexican-American) culture to audiences across 
the United States, Mexico and Europe with captivating 
impersonations of characters, such as Tfa Sofia, who is a 
blend of the profane and the innocent, and Tere (pro
nounced Tehreh), a first-grader whose predicament is to 
remain in the school while being castigated for speaking 

See Child Page 7 
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President Larry L. Stanley and wife Sandra greet well-wishers at his farewell celebration on Aug. 28 in the Sun 
Room of the Student Center. A music scholarship has been set up in Stanley's name. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

• 

Stanley honored at farewell celebration 
By ROBIN LARSON and DANA SPARLING 
Staff Reporters 

Presi~ent Larry L. Stanley's emotional farewell in the 
Student Center seemed to touch all who attended. 
Whether the speakers at his farewell gathering Aug. 28 
knew President Stanley personally or professionally, they 
all had something thoughtful to say about his contribu
tions to College of the Mainland. 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, former dean of Instruction and Stu
dent Development, opened the ceremony with a speech 
in which he described President Stanley as "a survivor." 
History Professor Larry Smith followed Bass with a heart
felt speech describing President Stanley as a "fair, honest 
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and good person." Many others spoke highly of the retir
ing president, including Dr. Bill Spillar, associate dean of 
Instructional and Student Sup}>ort; Mary Ann Amelang, 
director of Developmental-Foundation; Jim Reinholz, 
head of Economic Development of Clear Lake; Tillie 
Henson, librarian; and Jim Butler, president of COM Board 
of Trustees. Judge Jim Yarbrough of Galveston County 
ended the afternoon's event by saying, "Stanley epitomizes 
the community of colleges." 

Not only will President Stanley be leaving behind many 
wonderful memories, he also will be leaving behind an 
endowed music scholarship in his name worth $1,000 a 
year. The requirements are a 3.0 GPA, being a music ma
jor and being enrolled in 12 credit hours. 

SNAP offers two-for-one 
special for dogs in October 
By ROBIN LARSON 
Staff Reporter 

The Spay-Neuter Assistance Program in Houston is of
fering a special in October for dogs. This two-for-one 
special for neutering or spaying is in honor of National 
Adopt-a-Dog month. For female dogs the price is $30 
and for males it is $25. For dogs weighing more than 40 
pounds an additional $10 is charged. 

If you have a cat, SNAP also offers coupons on the 
Internet at <www.snaptx.org>. The coupons are "in effect 
Monday through Friday only. These_ coupons also are the 
two-for-one special. 

For the month of November SNAP is offering a Heart
. worm Awareness special which provides free heartworm 
tests for dogs. However, the animal must have a surgery 
(neutering or spaying) in order for the test to be free. 

.SNAP, a non-profit organization, provides the service 
for the well-being and the prevention of homeless ani
ma}s. The SNAP Houston Spay·and Neuter Clinic is lo
cated at 1603 Shepherd Drive, tpree blocks south of In
terstate 10. 

Appointments for surgery are required a11;d can be made 
by calling (713) 863-0010. The clinic is open every day 
except Tuesdays. 

Letters to the Editor 
Student, police discuss smoking issue 
Dear Editor, 

College of the Mainland became a non-smoking cam
pus awhile back. The reason it became smoke-free was 
blamed on the students. They said students weren't smok
ing in designated areas, not following rules and throwing 
their butts on the ground. The campus police started en
forcing that rule and were preaching to students about 
the smoking policy. They began to issue tickets if stu
dents weren ' t obeying the non-smoking rule. I have one 
question oo ask. If studeqts aren't allowed to smoke where 

_ theywant to, then why are the campus police? One week 
ago I was jogging on the COM trail when I saw campus 
police sitting and smoking in their little security car on 
the grass. The police want to preach to the students about 
the smoking policy. Give me a break then. They need to 
follow the rules themselves first. The campus polfce can 
take their tickets, the smoking, and put it where the sun 
doesn't shine'. If the police can issue tickets to students 
about smoking, then students should be able to issue out 
the tickets, too. What is good for the goose, is good for 
the gander. One last th~ng. Practice what you preach. 

Sincerely, 
Kathy Pollard 
COM student 

Editor's Note: InterCO,M received this letter Sept. 27. 

Editor of InterCOM,_ 
This is in response to the letter sent to InterCOM in 

reference to the campus police smoking on the grassy hill 
located on the far east side of campus. 

The College of the Mainland policy on smoking states 
there is no smoking on campus property except in a 
person's private vehicle ("in" includes in the back of a 
pickup truck). "Campus property" includes all parking 
areas, grounds and buildings. There is, however, an 
~asement considered as not being on campus property 
which completely encircles the campus, and smoking is 
permitted in this area. The easement includes all areas 
within 10 feet of the paved public streets which form the 
main boundaries on three sides of the campus as well as 
the grassy hill and drainage ditch on the east side 
boundary. In these areas, smokers who do not have 
private vehicles !O sit in; are allowed to smoke. 

Hopefully this will provide the letter writer and 
possibly others with a better explanation of the College 
of the Mainland smoking policy and dispel the per
ceived injustice of a double standard by the campus 
police . ... 

E.W. "Butch" Carr 
Team Leader 
Police Team 

Editor's note: lnterCOM asked the Police Team to re
spond to the letter from COM student Kathy Pollard. We 
received the tlfam leader's letter Sept. 29. 

COM offers 8-week classes 
Two courses in one semester! 
The College of the Mainland Humanities Team will 

offer two eight-week English courses this spring. Dr. 
Mark Sanders will teach English 1301 in the first eight 
weeks of the spring semester and English 1302 in the 
second eight weeks . 

Students must achieve a grade.of C to qualify for the 
se.cond half. However, any student who has received a C 
in any ENGL 1301 may enroll in the eight-week ENGL 
1302 course. 

The courses are listed as Index 2290, ENGL 1301.41, 
arid Index 2291, ENGL 1302.41. 

Telephone registration for the spring semester begins 
Nov. 27. For more information call the program assis
ta11t, Bethany Pheneger, at ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 2141 or Dr. Sanders at Ext. 356.' 



Dr. Laura's views 
jaded,. chauvinistic 

Women have come a long way in the struggle for 
equal rights. We want to be respected, not be treated like 
a piece of meat, admired for our intellect, not expected 
to be subservient to our husbands. Plus, not all women 
want to be Susie homemaker. 

About four weeks ago, I was f!.ipping through the 
television channels before going to work and happened 
to come across the Dr. Laura show, hosted by Dr. Laura 
Schlessinger. The episode was titled, "Are You Your 
Children's Parent?" 

It raised questions about day care and who is teaching 
~mr children their morals .and values. 

In the 30 minutes I watched the show, I gathered its 
premise basically was that if women aren't staying home 
with their children, the children aren't getting the 
attention and the love they deserve. 

Dr. Laura had women experts on the show to speak 
about the subject. One. woman I found particularly 
irritating was a budget analyst. 'The analyst wrote a book 
which states that women can afford to stay home and 
live on one salary, the husband's, and raise the children 
so they will learn the best morals and values. She also 
showed ways to scrimp, how to find the best sales and 
how to be an expert coupon cutter to live off one salary. 

Who wants to scrimp on one salary? Not all women 
are thrilled by the prospect of cutting coupons every 
week. This is America. People don't want to economize 
wlren they can affOTd lavish things. 

Dr. Laura and the experts went on and on ·about how 
we women can make the difference in raising our 
children. Not once did they mention what kind of impact 
the father has on raising the child. 

That isn't fair. Both parents raise the child, not just the 
mother. 

Besides, didn't women spend years trying to get out 
of the kitchen? We should be able to have the option of 
staying home with our children or having a career 
outside the home. 

This woman, Dr. Laura, a woman with a television and 
a radio show, tells us that we are not good mothers if we 
don't stay home and raise our children. According to her, 
its back to the kitchen for women if we want our 
children to have good morals and values. 

She doesn't have the right to tell us that. 
J can look back on my childhood and remember that 

we would not have been able to go overseas and travel 
as much as we did only on my dad's salary. We would 
not have lived in the nice house we lived in, my parents 
would not have driven the nice vehicles they drove, and 
today, I would not be driving the vehicle that I drive if 
our family had lived on only one salary. 

How is the mother going to teach her children social 
interaction if they are at home all day with just her? 
Children learn this at a young age by playing and 
interacting with other children. Moms can't do that all 
by themselves. 

As a former day care kid, I'm proud of what I went 
through. Day care was fun. To this day, I'm still friends 
with kids that I met in day care. 

I don't begrudge my mom for not staying home with 
me. Her being career driven has inspired me to have a 
successful career also. 

Women are right to want respect, equal pay for equal 
work, and the freedom to choose a career, and to have 
the option of staying home with their children if they 
want to. 

And shame on Dr. Laura for not encouraging women 
to get careers and be independent and successful. She's 
as bad as a male chauvinist. 
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Renovated Admissions Office 'customer friendly' 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Staff Reporter 

ihe College of the Mainland Admissions Office reno
vation is finally complete. 

The renovation started in the beginning of June and 
was expected to be completed in August. However, it was 
not until Sept. 12 that the admissions staff was able to 
move back into th~ newly renovated office from their tem
porary location in A-127 of the Administration Building. 

Renovations included clearing the office completely, 
putting in new carpet and ceramic ceiling tiles. The old 
counters were replaced with custom built counters that 
allow _fo'r more privacy· and storage. Student Records spe
cialists' desks were replaced with cubicles, which gives 
them more privacy and workspace. The new counters and 

cubicles also give a neater appearance to the office. 
"We wanted to create an open and welcome environ

ment for our students," Registrar Bill Peace said. He added 
the new office is "a place where employees won't be dis
tracted and students can access their own information." 
Peace's office is located immediately at right of the en
trance in the Admissions Office. 

COM student Karyn Lindsey said the new Admissions 
Office "looks great! So organized." 

The new office is "customer friendly" and "student ori
ented," said Laura Winkler, Student Records specialist. 

When asked to compare the renovated office with the 
old office, student worker Ann Burdette said, "There is 
no comparison." The specialists agree that the new addi
tions allow for more privacy which should make students 
feel more comfortable. 

College Hour devoted to activities, special events 
By MATTHEW.JOST 
Staff Reporter 

For many students attending College of the Mainland 
the term "College Hour" rings a bell of familiarity, but 
for those who are unfamiliar with it, read on. 

Perhaps while deter~ining your schedule or sharing it 
with a friend you may have noticed the absence of classes 
between 12:30 and 1:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
This is no coincidence. What your schedule doesn't tell 
you is that this is College Hour: 60 minutes devo~ed to 
school activities and special events such as the upcoming 

. . 

Multicultural Lunch Fest (Oct. 17), Student Concerns Fo-
rum (Oct. 24), the Halloween Karaoke Party (Oct. 31) 
and many other special events you may find a little more 
interesting than your routine classes. 

College Hour makes it relatively easy to participate in 
scheduled activities due to the fact that this time doesn't 
interfere with any classes. 

As Student Activities sponsor, Maryann Urick states, 
"College Hour was set aside years ago for club meetings 
and for students to participate in school activities." 

So if you're interested in attending any future events, 
don't fret about class. College Hour will make it possible. 

Volunteers needed to serve on grievance committees 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Managing Editor 

Dr. Bill Spillar, ombudsman at College of the Main
land, is looking for students to serve on grievance com
mittees. 

1f there is a complaint between two parties at COM, 
i.e., a student and a faculty member, a grievance is filed 
with the college ombudsman, who then attempts to solve 
th~ problem. If a satisfactory decision for both parties is 
not reached by the ombudsman, the complaint is taken to 
the appropriate dean: the Dean of Instruction James 
Templer, or the Dean of Student Affairs Pam Davenport. 

If a decision cannot be made by the appropri~t~ dean, a 
committee of two students, two faculty .and two staff mem
bers is chosen to hear the complaint. These are one-time 

committees. To be fair, anyone personally involved in the 
situation will not be picked to serve on the committee of 
that particular grievance. 

If a 9ecision satisfactory to both parties cannot be 
reached by the committee, the complaint is taken to the 
college president. If the decision still is not satisfactory, 
then the hearing goes to the COM Board of Trustees. The 
Board's decision will be final. 

"But most grievances are usually solved at the infor
mal level, " said Dr. Spillar, dean of Instructional and 
tudent support. "Very rarely do grievances go to the presi
dent or the Board." 

For more information about serving on a committee, 
call Dr. Spillar at ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 215. Pages 122-124 of the 2000-2001 COM catalog 
explain how student grievances are handled. 
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Assistance offered 
in Writing Center 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Humanities Team offers 
writing tutorials to anyone needing assistance. Help from 
the Writing Center is not limited to English papers; the 
professors will help with any paper for any class. Assis
tance is available personally or online. The Writing Cen
ter has had an e-mail account since Sept. 2. 

Tutorials are held in the Writing Center, located in Suite 
B of the Leaming Resources Center, to help students hav
ing problems with thesis statements, generating ideas, or
ganization, development and documentation. In the Writ
ing Center, students receive one-on-one assistance from 
an English professor. 

Tutorials to cover grammar and mechanical problems 
are held in the Developmental Writing Lab, located in L-
248 of the LRC. Computer aided instruction also is avail
able to students in L-248. 

The Writing Center will help students brainstorm and 
focus on one idea, clarify topics, overcome writing weak
nesses and develop writing strengths. The professors also 
will answer questions about grammar and give feedback 
regarding papers. However, they will not edit papers, re
write sentences, discuss a grade given by another instruc
tor, predict a student's grade, or provide topics, said Dr. 
Gilchrist White, head of the Writing Center. 

Writing Center hours are Mondays and Wednesdays 11-
12:20 p.m. with Dr. Andrew Nelson; 3:30-4:50 p.m. with 
Dr. Mark Sanders; and 5-5:45 p.m. with Ouida Sanmann. 
On Tuesdays and Thursdays the hours are 11-12:20 p.m. 
with Dr. Gilchrist White; 1:30-2:50 p.m. with Ouida 
Sanmann; 4:30-5:45 p.m. with Brenda Brown; and 7:15-
7:55 p.m. with Astrid H. Lowery. 

Developmental Writing Lab hours are Mondays and 
Wednesdays 12:30-1 :50 p.m. with Clint Hllnter; Mondays 
and Tuesdays 2-3:20 p.m. with Carolyn Sharer; and Thurs
days 11-12:20 p.m. and 1:30-2:50 p.m. with Dr. Janith 
Stephenson. 

Students may contact Dr. White with specific problems 
by e-mail at: <writingcenter@mail.mainland.cc.tx.us>. 
When using the e-mail account, students should ask spe
cific questions regarding their papers, not just send an 
entire paper. Questions can be ,in regard to the whole pa
per, but they must be specific questions. Dr. White hopes 
to respond to e-mails within 24 hours. 

For questions call ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 
258-8859 to contact the Writing Center at Ext. 214 or the 
Developmental Writing Lab at Ext. 218 

Artist Angel Rodriguez-Diaz speaks to students and other visitors at the COM Fine Arts Gallery. His display of 
acrylic and oil self-portraits, anthropomorphisms dealing with issues of individual and community, are part of 
the From Root to Flower exhibit celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month Sept. 15-Oct. 15. The display Includes 
works by artists Kathy Vargas, Elena Lopez-Poirot and Rolando Briseno (in the background). The exhibit, which 
opened Sept. 14 closes Oct. 19. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

New officers elected to Student Government 
By DANA SPARLING 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Government elec
tions were held Sept. 26 in the Student Center from 8 a.m.-
7 p.m. 

More students voted this year than in any previous elec
tions. In the past, only about 90 students made the record 
for participation, but Student Government surpassed that 
number this year with the help of 133 votes! 

Elected officers for the 2000-2001 school year are as 
follows: Dana Sparling, president; Robin Larson, vice 
president; Mario Lazano, parlfamentarian; LaToiah Will
iams, secretary; Michele Nguyen, treasurer; Katina 
Gilmore, night school representative; and Jeff Evans and 
Jonathan Steele, College Senate representatives .. 

Most people think one vote doesn't make a difference. 

This isn't true. Mario Lazano won his office by one vote. 
So you see one vote can make a big difference. 

The purpose of Student Government is to promote stu
dent participation in the decision-making process affect
ing students. It is an organization dedicated to ensuring. 
the rights of students. Officers are elected to represent 
the student body. They are the voice of the students. 

If students have any concerns or problems, these new 
officers are the people they need to see. 

Student Government meetings are held every other 
Thursday at 12:30 p.m. in the Administration Building, 
RoomA-148. These meetings are held to discuss and vote 
on the various issues presented to the officers. 

Student Government has an office in the Student Cen
ter on the first floor. A drop box will be set up outside the 
office w~ere students can drop off any concerns they may 
have .• An e-mail address also is being set up. 

1900 Storm demolishes the stability of an unprepared island 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Managing Editor 

"The Storm." To people familiar with Galveston 
County the phrase can mean only one thing. Anyone 
familiar with the area knows that "The Storm" refers to 
the devastating hurricane that hit Galveston on Sept. 8, 
1900. 

In the years before 1900, Galveston had developed 
into one of the wealthiest cities in the country. The natu
ral channel made it the most important seaport in Texas · 
with trains carrying cargo to and from the port and ships 
traveling across the seas. 

The city was home to more than 35,000 people and 
numerous state firsts including electricity and tele
phones. People from around the country visited 
Galveston to swim in the Gulf of Mexico. 

The same traits that attracted people to the island left 
it exposed to misfortune. 

Before the 1900 storm, the suggestion to build a sea
wall had been made and dismissed by citizens who were 

confident the city could withstand severe storms. 
On the morning of Sept. 8, 1900, as the water began to 

rise, Galveston residents continued their daily routines. 
From his post on top of the National Weather Service, 
Isaac Cline, chief meteorologist of the U.S. Weather Ser
vice station in Galveston, watched storm swells rise, the 
barometer drop and the winds strengthen. Leaving the bu
reau located at 23rd and Market streets, Cline rode up and 
down the beach warning visitors to go home and residents 
to move to higher ground. 

By 6 p.m. the wind speed was higher than 100 miles 
per hour, and the water from the Gulf met the water' in 
Galve·ston Bay. Residents were climbing into second sto
rie~, attics and roofs. At 7:30 p.m. the main storm surge 
struck the south shore of the island. Houses along the beach 
front were lifted and thrown into other houses. 

Oine estimated the winds exceeded 120 miles per hour, 
but present meteorologists estimate that the winds were 
between 130 and 140 miles per hour to cause such pro
found damage to the city. 

The 15 1/2 foot storm surge extended from the Gulf to 

the Bay (approximately one mile), rolling over houses and 
forcing a two-story wall of debris across the island, de
stroying ~verything in its path. When it finally stopped, 
the wall of debris protected the buildings behind it from 
being destroyed. 

When the winds finally subsided more than 6,000 people 
were dead, and nobody avoided Joss of property or fam
ily. The are'a from First to Eighth streets, and from the 
beach to the harbor was destroyed, as was anything west 
of 45th Street to the end of the city. 

The story of the 1900 storm is so unusual because of 
the optimism of its survivors. Rather than fleeing the city 
that seemed prone to destruction, they opted to stay and 
rebuild. It was those survivors who built the city that still 
lives today. 
Sources consulted included The Galveston County Daily News, and 

Erik Larson's Isaac's Storm. 

Editor '.s Note: This is the first part of a three-part series. 
Part /I will explore the rebuilding of Galveston and the 
installation of the Seawall. 



Soap operas provide 
escape from horrors 

OK, I admit it! I watch soap operas, and I'm proud to 
be considered a soap opera fan . 

After spending many years of my life trying to avoid 
the inevitability of watching soaps, in 1995 I finally 
gave in after finding myself elected by default to be the 
caretaker for my cancer stricken ex-mother-in-law. It 
was a grim situation that eventually led to her death. 

Watching soap operas provided the only escape from 
the predicament in which I found myself. The Young 
And The Restless, The Bold And The Beautiful, As The 
World Turns and The Guiding Lighibecame welcome 
companions, even though I didn't have the luxury of 
watching them all in one day. 

Even now I definitely find it relaxing to watch soap 
operas. I can take my focus off my .own day-to-day 
problems and concentrate on how others problem-solve 
or react to their situations. I am intrigued by human 
character and the dynamics of human interaction, and 
soap operas provide· a terrific vehicle, showing human 

· interactions that provoke emotional responses from the 
viewers. 

Watching soap operas provides- an emotional outlet for 
viewers without their having to be specifically involved 
in the situations happening to the characters in the soap 
opera. Viewers can "feel" the emotions without their 
personal lives being directly affected. For isolated 
people, it's easy to become enmeshed with the charac
ters and feel like they are· familiar friends. 

Although I attended church at the time of my ex
mother-in-law's illness and have a deep faith in God, l 
felt I was drowning in the ugliness of the cancer 
consuming her and the subtle continuing conflict 
between her and my ex-husband which was exacerbated 
by the cancer. If I had revealed my indiscretion of 
watching soap operas, many well-meaning Christians 
might have piously told me I just needed more faith in 
God, while they went home to their well-ordered lives. 
For me, the soap operas were an answer to my prayers! 

Soap operas have been looked down upon in the 
religious community and even seen as the "tool-o(-the
devil." In fact, the biggest soap operas of all are the 
stories in the Bible. The Bible tells of family betrayal 
when the 11 sons of Jacob try to get rid of their brother 
Joseph and sell him 'into slavery. He's thrown into prison 
but later becomes the prime minister of Egypt, Soap 
operas don't get more melodramatic than that. 

Then there is King David who lusts after a woman he 
watches taking a bath and subsequently sleeps with her. 
She finds out she is pregnant and tells King David. He · 
schemes to have her husband put on the front lines of 
battle, so the husband will be killed so King David can 
take the wife and marry her to hide his sin. 

Soap operas of today are tame compared to the human 
drama of the people in the Bible, but I think this is what 
the religious community fears the most ... their own 
humanity. There is much to learn about love, forgive
ness, anger, hatred and friendship in the Bible, as well as 
in soap operas. The religious community loses the 
opportunity to learn these lessons from soap operas 
when they choose, as a result of fear, to close their· 
minds to lessons from outside the Bible. 

My life has changed considerably since I first started 
watching soap operas. I am now in my first semester of 
college, and when I walk into the Student Center, a 
smile comes to my face when I see the tele_vision 
showing my old friends on The Young And The Restless. 
So I sit down, unpack my lunch and escape for a few 
precious minutes from exams, algebra and English 
research papers. 
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York designs costumes for COM Arena Theatre 
By TAMMIE 
LETROISE 
Staff Reporter 

Landis York is a 
very fascinating 
woman . Many stu
dents have not yet had 
the chance _to meet 
her, but they may 
have seen her work 
displayed in j~st 
about every produc
tion the College Landis York 

of the Mainland Arena Theatre put on last year. 
York is the new costume designer for the COM 

theater department. Though she has done a lot of free
lance des_igning, this is her first professional job after 
graduate school. 

When asked her opinion of the COM theater de
partment, York said: "I think it's great; it's such a 
small department, but for a small place they get a lot 
done here. Everyone here does really good work. They 
get a lot of respect." York added, "It really is a good 
quality program." 

People in her profession can trav_el all over the 
world if they choose to. Costume designers are needed 
for ballets, operas and television shows. Costume de
signers look at the content of the play and the nature 
of the characters to decide which type of attire would 

be right for them. Without those interesting costumes, 
shows would be dull and lifeless; that is why York's 
job is so important. 

Although York is stationed in one area now, she 
has done quite a bit of traveling prior to coming to 
COM, as well as when she was a child. 

"My father was a college professor, and they tend 
(to) travel quite a bit," York said. "Then in between 
my undergraduate studies and my graduate studies I 
traveled a lot as well." 

Some of the states York has 'been to include Wash
ington, California and New York. 

York has a degree in fashion design as well as cos
tume design. She earned her bacherlor's degree at 
Washington University in St. Louis, Mo., and her 

. master's degree in costume design at UQiversity of 
Alabama in Tuscaloosa. 

York has been interested in costumes since she was 
3 years old. The movie she admired the most as a 
child was Star Wars. York says that design-wise the 
mov·ie "blew me away, and got me even more inter
ested in costumes." 

Costume design was not York's first career choice. 
She only chose it as one of her majors after working 
in the costume department for her work study pro
gram at Washington University. 

For those interested in costume·design, York offers 
this advice: "The more life experience the better you 
are. Take lots of drawing courses even if you can ' t 
draw, and remember to have fun and enjoy it." 

'I' 

Police emphasize importance of reporting incidents 
Continued from Page 1-----------

"We assist students in escorts to their cars at any time, 
day or night," Carr ~aid. "We can assi~t them with ve
hicle unlocks if they happen to lock their keys in their 
car. (We give) jumpstarts; we also help them find their 
way around when they are lost, and show them where to 
to locate students faster in case of an emergency. 

Night students can be assured that all the night calls 
will be answered promptly. Previously, calls made to 
599-the emergency extension-at night were not com
ing through, due to a faulty cell phone provider; the old 
system has been replaced and all calls will go through. 

The campus police department is located in the Ad-

ministration Building in the short hallway across from 
the cashier's window. 

Stuflents needing as~istance may either visit the police 
station or call Ext. .403 for non-emergency situations, such 
as vehicle unlocks, or Ext. 599 for extreme emergencies. 
To contact police from off-campus call ( 409) 938-1211 
or 1 (888) 258-8859 and then dial either Ext. 403 or Ext. 
599. 

Carr also offers this advice to students: "Students 
should come to us with any complaints they might have 
about another student or an instructor, and we will help 
them to the best of our ability: We are there for the stu
d~nts of this campus." 

COM Police officers (back row, from left): Vernon Ewell, E.W. "Butch" Carr, Willie Huerta; (front row) officer 
Loraine Franco and team secretary Diann Lukas. Not pictured are Thomas Dendy, Vernette Jones, Kent Dowdy, 
Wilbur Long, Torries McCall, Robin Ring, Scott Saragoza, Chad Walker, Shawn Spraill and Jerry Stephens. 

(Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 
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Patricia Williams describes the programs Career Services offers during the open house held Sept. 5 · in the 
Student Center. Business Professor Carla Boone and student Jonathan Steele listen. (Photo by Dana 
Sparling) 

Career Services ready to assist students 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland Career Services held an open 
house hosted by the team members of Testing and Coun
seling Sept. 5. The event was open to students, faculty, 
staff and the public. Among those who attended was new 
COM president, Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes. 

The goal of the open house was to "let folks know the 
purpose of Career Services," said Patricia Williams, the 
new Career Services director. 

Williams' goal for this year is to help "the students get 
job-ready." Several resources are available in Career Ser
vices which will allow Williams to help stud~nts. Re
sources include videos, books, magazines, workshops and 

computer programs such as JOBTRAK, Gooey Industries 
and SIGI Plus. Above all, Williams said her resource for 
preparing students is to listen to what they want and need. 
Listening allows her to assist the student in determining 
which career is best for him or her. 

Career Services is offering several workshops. A Basic 
Interview Workshop will be Oct. 5, at 12:30 p.m. Then 
Oct. 12, there will be another Orientation of Career Ser
vices at 12:30 p.m., along with a Student/Faculty/Staff 
Liaison Board meeting at 8:30 a.m. An Advanced Inter
view Workshop will be held Oct. 17 at 12:30 p.m. 

To find out more or to sign up for a workshop, stop by 
the Career Services Office located on the second floor of 
the Student Center, or call Williams at ( 409) 938-1211 or 
1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 529. . 

Welcome Kickoff a success _in spite of we~ther 
By MATIHEW JOST 
Staff Reporter 

Many College of the Mainland students, faculty and 
staff gathered outside the Leaming Resource Center to 
enjoy the free food and music of the Welcome Kickoff 
sponsored by the Student Activities Board Sept. 12. 

The gentle, bl}t unexpected showers hardly seemed to 
influence the crowd if they even noticed the rain at all as 
president of the SAB, Jeremy Robinson, introduced the 
new COM president, Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes. 

Dr. Hayes expressed a lot of excitement at being present 
that afternoon and was met with a warm round of applause 
from all before he brought Dean of Instruction James 
Templer and Dean of Student Services Pam Davenport to 
the microphone. After brief introductions they promoted 
COM activities. Then Robinson was again front and cen
ter to welcome representatives of COM clubs one by one. 
Each club representative presented information about the 

activities available to students and how to get involved 
with the clubs. 

The kickoff had a remarkable turnout and a suprising 
number of clubs gave presentations including the new club 
for Child Development, the Graphic Arts Club, the Stu
dent Nurse Association, the Geology Club and many more. 

Having fun, however, was perhaps the No. 1 objective 
of this event. A positive attitude, a wealth of smiles and 
the casual air set by the food and music was the evidence 
of success. 

Free food wasn't the only thing people left with. A slew 
of COM's rubber ducks were awarded to lucky partici
pants in the Welcome Kickoff's raffle. 

Ideally all who attended would share the view of stu
dent Cheryl Keprta, who exclaimed, "There were a lot of 
clubs I didn't even know existed." When asked if the event 
had encouraged her to become more involved with stu
dent activities, she could only lend an enthusiastic nod 
while demolishing what was left of her free lunch. 

Fall 2000 Sports Day to be hosted by San Jacinto Central 
College of the Mainland will participate in the bian

nual Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day 
Oct. 26. 

This semester the competition will be hosted by San 
Jacinto College, with all events taking place on the cen
tral campus in Pasadena. 

GCIC colleges will once again compete in basketball, 
spftball, volleyball, table tennis, racquetball, tennis and 

eight-ball. This semester go1f, soccer and sand volleyball 
will compete on the same day; in past competitions these 
events were held or{ a separate sports day. 

A GCIC Bowling Sports Day is set for Nov. 8 at 
Armadilla Lanes in Pasadena. 

For more information contact Maryann Urick, coordi
nator of Recreational Programs and Student Activities, at 
(409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

Games turn tragic as 
parents'anger grows 

All my life I've been around Little League sports 
programs. From the time I was old enough to remember, 
my brother was always playing either baseball, football 
or soccer, and my dad was always his coach. So Mom 
and I were always at the games. 

At 5 years old a child is very impressionable, and I 
clearly remember sitting in the stands with my mother 
listening to the other parents complain about the calls 
the umpire made, the position their child was playing or 
the fact that their child wasn't playing at all. That was 
1985. Fifteen years later parents are still getting angry at 
children's sporting events; however, the reactions are 
much more drastic than complaining in the bleachers. 

This past July tragedy struck at a children's hockey 
practice _in Boston. 

Michael Costin was supervising the practice in which 
three of his sons were participating. Another father, 
Thomas Junta, got angry when a child hit his son, an act 
he claims was caused by Costin 's lack of control over 
the children. The two adults got into a shoving match, 
and Junta was removed from the practice by security. 
When practice was over he returned and confronted 
Costin. Witnesses say Junta knocked Costin down and 
repeatedly hit his head into the ground. Costin died the 
next day. 

Costin's children witnessed the scene and screamed in 
terror as they watched their father being beaten. His sons 
say they lost the man who taught them never to give up. 

At what point did our society change so drastically 
that we began abusing the volunteers that help our 
children succeed? Little League coaches are nothing 
more than people whq give up their free time to'help the 
youth of America. Youth, who otherwise might not have 
an adult who takes time to spend specifically on them. 

Coaches aren't the only ones feeling the change in 
parents' behavior. Several youth umpires and referees 
have left games fearing for their safety because some 
pareniS-have become uncontrollably outraged. Some 
have even quit the profession because of parents. 

Other than the coaches and umpires, the children 
themselves are feeling a change. The parents' behavior 
has gotten so out of hand that the players aren't having 
fun anymore. It has gotten to the point where the child 
doesn't want to participate any longer; the fun has 
turned into strict competition. Today by age 13, 70 
percent of children drop out of sports; the No. 1 reason 
they say is that it isn't fun anymore. 

Parents need to remember that no matter what the 
children are playing, organized sports are supposed to be 
fun. In youth leagues it isn't about college scholarships 
or state championships. It's about having fun and 

. playing your best. The kids may not be good enough to 
win every game, but they don't care; they just want to 
have fun. 

,:.:,:.:\::: .::j: ·:~ . -~-:-::-.•.•.·.•.(•.•.O:•.•.•.•,.•.•··:;:;:::;::::::::::::-'· ' '·'·'\:··;:;::····•.'.'.'· 
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Child mirrors society 
Continued from Page 1------------

Spanish at school. Her happily anticipated first school 
day leaves her_disillusioned. As one disappointment 
follows another, she says stoically, "No importa. (It 
doesn't matter.)." 

Through the eyes of this child we see how society of
ten imposes assimilation. The teacher, who insisted the 
child's name was Terri, took away .her coloring of 
Cinderella because Tere gave Cinderella black hair in
stead of the traditional blonde. 

Dr. Tafolla, a San Antonio native, considers family roots 
a great influence in her life. In her autobiography she 
writes about her grandmother who died after Dr. Tafolla's 
first birthday. "She guides me through many days. She 
was from Mexico, a proud, quiet woman, who spoke little 
and said much, whose skirts always touched the ground, 
who never raised her voice or lowered her dignity. 

"The family is the source from which flows the strength 
of our culture," 0-r. Tafolla asserts in her autobiography. 

From her grandfather she learned to "comprate un fierro 
con cada dia de pago (buy an iron or tool each payday)." 
Dr. Tafolla's investment in new fierros now consists of 
computers, file boxes and writing implements. ''Only the 
definitions of dia de pago had to be changed," declared 
Dr. Tafolla during her presentation. 

Dr. Tafolla's award-winning works span a wide array 
of genres: short stories, poetry, fiction and children's 
books. The first edition of Sonnets to Human Beings and 
other Selected Works made history as the first critical edi
tion of a work by a Chicana writer. It received first prize 
in the 1989 University of California at Irvine National 
Chicano Literature contest. 

The second edition, published in 1992, includes poems, 
short stories, an autobiography and a variety of critical 
and interpretive essays. 

The down-to-earth and often poignant characters in Dr. 
Tafolla's one-woman show are based on real life people 
to whom_anyone ofnearly__any wallrnflife can relaie .. The. 
characters are the personification of her poems. 

"Dichos (sayings) are the curriculum of the masses," 
Dr. Tafolla told the audience as she began her next offer
ing, poquito alla (A little bit here, a little bit there). 

Poquito alla focuses on the maimed hand of an old 
Chicano war veteran who survived' the war intact only to 
come home to lose the middle fingers of his right hand on 
the job. Via his own voice we learn that he is not bitter. 
He still feels productive and appreciates that which holds 
real value for him. 

"Why just today I planted 10 small seeds .... This hand 
(he holds up the hand with missing fingers) still knows 
how to saludar (greet), shake hands, y abrazar (embrace) 
and only yesterday'my baby"grandson stood right up, hold
ing on to these good fingers here. Derecho (straight) fuerte 
(strong) unafraid. Poquito aqui, poquito alla (a little bit 
here, a little bit there)," he concluded. 

COM president, Dr. Homer "Butch" Haye~, thanked Dr. 
Tafolla for her performance and asked, "When will you 
come back to see us again?" Dr. Tafolla responded, 
"Whenever you invite me again." Dr. Hayes had one word 
for her performance: "Tremendous!" 

The performance, sponsored by the COM Hispanic Or
ganization for Learning Advancement, COM Amigos, the 
Student Activities Board, the Social Science Team, the 
Humanities Team and the COM Art Gallery, was part of a 
series of events in observance of Hispanic Heritage Month 
Sept. 15-Oct. 15 at COM. The COM Amigos served Mexi
can food after the program. 

After the show many took the opportunity to meet with 
Dr. Tafolla and to have her sign their copy of her book El 
Coyotito y la Viejita (Baby Coyote and the Old Woman). 
The children's book, aimed at children in third through 
fifth grades, is an illustrated story about a baby coyote 
that teaches an old woman about caring for the environ
ment. 

Dr. Tafolla performed and was keynote speaker at the 
Galveston College fall 1998 lecture series, "Making an 
American quilt: Race and Community, in Our Time." 
For more information on Chicano literature, Dr. Tafolla 
and other Chicano writers, visit the publisher's Web site 
at (www.wingspress.com.com>. 
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The fall 2000 lnterCOM staff gathers for a photo on the outside mezzanine of the Learning Resources Center. 
Staff members are (front row, from left) April Brandon, Brad Stevenson, Managing Editor Michelle Fichera, Man
aging Editor Jennifer West and Online Editor Elias de la Cerda Jr.; (back row, from left) Robin Larson, Matthew 
Jost and Dana Sparling. Not pictured are Sharon Kershaw Boult and lnterCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery. 

(Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

President wants to recruit high school students 
Continued from Page 1----------
high school. He plans to start meeting with all superin
tendents of Galveston County school districts to discuss 
getting nigh scnool students more mvo ve on campus 
sometime during the year. "That makes them feel com
fortable with being there," he said. "And then we can talk 
about what programs we have." 

In order to enhance recruitment for COM, Dr. Hayes 
has asked Renea Campbell, Technical Preparation coor
dinator, to look at developing a position for a K-12 col
lege coordinator, someone who will be in constant con
tact with the area school districts. 

Dr. Hayes and his wife, Amparo, who celebrated their 
30th 'l\'edding anniversary in September, enjoy square 
dancing. They have two daughters, Amanda and Alexis. 

a-n a, a Texas A&M'"Unfversity in College Station 
graduate, with a bachelor's degree in math, has completed 
her course work for her master's degree through Texas 
Woman's University in Denton. She is expecting twins, a 
boy and a girl, anytime from mid-October to December. 

Alexis, a University of Texas at Austin graduate with a 
bachelor's degree in dance and a master's degree in health 
and wellness education, is an aerobics instructor and per
sonal trainer. 

Williams excited about helping students 
By ROBIN LARSON 
Staff Reporter 

Have you ever wondered where you will go or what 
you will do after you finish community college? Whether 
it will be a university or straight into the work-force, Col
lege of the Mainland's newcomer Patricia Williams is just 
the person to speak with. 

As director of Career Services (located on the second 
floor of the Student Center), Williams' goal is to "help 
the students find employment opportunities and help you 
discover who you are as an individual, as well as any 
educational opportunities." 

With Seven years of experience in the higher education 
career services, Williams is "confident about preparing 
students for today's global economy, where it's not enough 
to simply be good at a job." Williams added, "Today a 
worker can expect to engage in at least five to eight dif
ferent occupations in .a lifetime; therefore, having a ca
reer plan, which allows for an individual to build upon 
existing, transferable skills, is important." 

Origin.illy from Alabama, Williams, who joined COM 
in July, graduated from Xavier University in New Or
leans with a master's degree in post secondary education 
guidance and counseling. Williams' experience in career 
resources began at the University of Tennessee in Knox
ville. She later became a career counselor at the Univer
sity of Alabama in Tuscaloosa, and then was recruited by 
Xavier University. 

For the past two years she se!Ved as assistant director 

of career services at Dillard University in New Orleans, 
and also acted as a consultant for a sch_ooJ-to-career part
nership with the New Orleans Chamber of Commerce. 

Williams, who is enthusiastic about helping students 
with any questions they may· have about their future, also 
offers many workshops. The major categories include Ma
jor and Career Planning, Computer Lab, Placement Ser
vices, and Campus and Community. The workshops are 
designed to help students choose the area in which they 
need to improve. · 

For students looking for employment, various videos 
on different occupations 'are available, as well as job op
portunities from local, national and international corpo
rations. 

Williams also has opportunities for students to do in
ternships or volunteer work at different agencies and in
formation on available part-time positions. If students 
do not know where to begin when applying for a job, Wil
liams prepares them by teaching them to write a resume, 
and what to say and wear to an interview. She also will 
assist the student in looking for jobs in different locations. 

"I am simply a coach for you," Williams says. "By 
knowing who you are, you will be better equipped to find 
a career path that meets your personal, social, intellec
tual, spiritual, financial and professional needs." 

· The Career Services center truly is about you. The ca
reer center library, academic advisers and counselo{s are 
eager to help you explore careers. To learn more about 
Career Services call Williams at ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 
258- 8859, Ext. 529. 
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Beach clean up successful this fall 

Students from Baylor University help clean up 
Hershey Beach during Adopt-A-Beach clean up in 
Galveston Sept. 16. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

By ROBIN LARSON 
Staff Reporter 

Phi Theta Kappa members from around Texas joined 
College of.the Mainland students to participate in Adopt
A-Beach Saturday, Sept. 16, in Galveston at Hershey 
Beach. 

More than a hundred volunteers showed up to help. 
Phi Theta Kappas came from Alvin Community Col

lege, Houston Community College, Galveston College as 
well as from COM. Other volunteers were from Shell Oil 
and the University of Houston-Clear Lake National En-

vironment Association. Several InterCOM staff members 
came to help also. Volunteers from Baylor University in 
Waco and Kingwood Community.College also joined in 
the Hershey Beach clean up. 

The Adopt-A-Beach program is held twice a year, once' 
in the spring and once in the fall. Volunteers are assigned 
a beach to clean and are sent on their way with gloves, 
pencils, paper and trash bags. Paper and pencils allow vol
unteers to record what debris they pick up. 

Volunteers picked up plenty of debris on Hershey Beach 
that morning, but the most repulsive were the dead fish 
the red tide had dredged up two weeks prior. A member of 
the UHCL environmental association told several volun
teers to leave the fish on the beach and let nature take its 
course. 

COM PTK President Fabian Sifuentes and another vol
unteer dug out a partially buried rope, a task that took them 
nearly all morning. The rope was at least 5 feet long and 
approximately 2 to 3 inches thick. At the April 29 PTK 
clean up on Hershey Beach, Sifuentes and another mem
ber had unsuccessfully attempted to dig up the rope. 
Sifuentes said the beach was much cleaner this time than 
it had been in April. 

A barbecue and volleyball tournament were held for the 
volunteers afterward to thank them for their hard work 
and dedication in helping to clean the beach. 

COM's PTK chapter learned about the program while 
searching the Internet for projects that coincide with thejr · 
Honors Study Topic. This is the second time for PTK to 
volunteer for this program, and they plan to continue par
ticipating in the future. 

The COM PTK officers for 2000-2001 are Sifuentes, 
president; Simone Rieck, vice president; Betty Schiel, sec
retary; Carol Voight, treasurer; Gina Butler, historian. 

The next Adopt-A-Beach clean up will be held in the 
spring. For more information about how to get involved 
call 1-800-998-4GLO, or contact <www.glostate.TX.US>. 

Other People's Money to open Oct. 26 
By DANA SPARLING 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre's newest 
arrival is the play, Other People's Money, and the best 
thing about it is it's free! A free preview of the play is set 
for Friday, Oct. 20, at 8 p.m. in the COM Arena Theatre. 

The theater launched its 30th season with Picasso at 
the Lapin Agile, a Steve Martin comedy which ran from 
Sept. 7 through Oct. 1. 

"Students are encouraged to attend because the purpose 
of the free preview is to give students a price break," said 
the play's director Jack Westin. 

The play is by playwright Jerry Sterner, who has won 
several awards for this play including the New York Crit-

ics, Outer Circle Award. 
Other People's Money is a modern show that takes a 

humorous look at a hostile takeover of a small New En
gland business. Westin, director of COM Theatre Pro
grams, believes the cast of the play "includes five of the 
strongest actors in this part of Texas." These actors are 
Jackie Bynum, Phyllis Dorflinger, Danny Sorge, V.W. Uher 
and Rick Watson. 

Opening night is Thursday, Oct. 26. The show will run 
through Nov. 19. All shows are Thursdays through Satur
days at 8 p.m. and Suridays at 2:30 p.m. Tickets run from 
as low as $4 to as much as $18. Discounts are available to 
students. 

For more information or to reserve tickets, call the box 
office at (409) 938-1211 or 1(888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 

PTK to restore marshlands with Marsh Mania 
By FABIAN SIFUENTES 
Guest Reporter 

Terry Tunks, volunteer coordinator for the Galveston 
Bay Foundation, made a presentation to the College of 
the Mainland Phi Theta Kappa chapter members concern
ing the foundation's Marsh Mania Thursday, Sept. 14. 

. ~-

Cultural Identity lecture set Oct.12 
As part of COM Hispanic Heritage Month Dr. 

Gilberto Hinojosa, dean of Incarnate Word in San 
Antonio will present a lecture, Cultµral Identity~ at 

· 9:30 a.m. in the,. LRC Audit_orium, i.-131, Oct. 12. 

Marsh Ma_nia is the world's largest one-day marshland 
restoration. Volunteers from all over the Houston area will 
converge on four preselected sites, Moses Lake in Texas 
City, Armand Bayou in Clear Lake, Galveston Island State 
Park and Swan Marsh in Baytown, to plant sea grass. 

Due to overdevelopment and excessive flooding, there 
is not enough sea grass to maintain the marshlands. 

Marshlands are considered to be an extremely impor-. 
tant part of the Texas coastline. They prevent erosion, natu
rally purify water and provide a habitat for a number of 
different species of animals. Marsh Mania's goal is to edu
cate the volunteers of the importance of marshland pres
ervation. 

Marsh Mania will be held on.Saturday, Oct. 7. For more . 
infonnation contact Tunks at (281) 332-3381, or contact a 
COM YfK officer. 

. . 

People Speak Out 
By April Brandon, Michelle Fichera and 
Jennifer West 

In August Larry L. Stanley retired as president 
of COM after a 17-year tenure. In September Dr. 
Homer "Butch'' Hayes took over the presidency. 
With the commitmilnt to listen to student conce01s, 
InterCOM asked the question: "Since COM has a 

, "new president what c~anges would you lik'e to see 
him make?" · 

Dede Griffin: Th/ Dawn Riddle: I've had 
teachers need to make 

1
1·· themselves available 

I •· outside of tlass. More ·::•.·• 

• enthusias_m.from teach-
1 · · ers in the classroom. 

· tion increas.e, I would 
like to see a follow-up
on students who have 
graduated. 

Tammie •Mullen: .Sup~ 
port the tead:ie~ more. 
All of the" teachers. are 
nicJ and car~ about the 
students no matter what 
age they are: ' · 

We need more sports 
programs. Other com~ 
munity colleges in the -
area have competing . 
sports teams.,Why can't 
we? 

really good luck • at 
COM. The day care pro
gram is really good, so 
l don't think tbere.,s 
.anything I would • 
cpange. ·' 

lish-more school·pride. 
It does not feel like go
ing to school; it feels 
more like going to 

:?-

work. 

TerraDC<\Dixon: More . 
intramurals. More ac
tivitie~, ;You go to 
school' and go home. 
TJlere's no motivation 
to come to school. 

'Tiffany Cox: Quicker 
financial aid services. l 
had to pay out of my 
pocket because my pa:' 
perwork. wasn't back in 
time fo~Jhe registration 
due date. · · 
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TIPA Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

Dr. Gilberto· Hinojosa (left), Janet Hassinger (center) and artist Elena Lopez-Poirot chat following Dr. Hinojosa's -~---ecture, Cultural ldentity and Assimilation, Oct. 12 at the Chuck Doyle Convention Center in Texas City. The 
lecture was one of COM's activites to showcase Hispanic Heritage Month. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Hispanic Heritage Month 
focuses on culture, values 
By ELIAS DE IA CERDA JR. 
Online Editor 

The Hispanic presence in the United States becomes more 
evident with each year that we, as a nation, observe Hispanic 
Heritage Month between the dates of Sept. 15 and Oct. 16. 

Greater awareness of the rich cultural and traditional values 
of Hispanics can be attributed to the dedication and work of 
community leaders from all ethnic backgrounds. 

At College of the Mainland the Hispanic Organization for 
Leaming Advancement, the COM Amigos, faculty, staff, ad
ministration and the community collaborated to showcase His
panic Heritage with an array of activities, such as a lecture by • 
academician Dr. Gilberto Hinojosa and an exhibit by four 
Hispanic artists, culminating with the 2000 Estrella Awards 
dinner the evening of Oct 1.'.I ,in the COM Student Center. 

The second annual dinner.conducted by HOlA recognizes 
the achievements and cmtlributions of those who work toward 
the educational advancement of Hispanics in the community. 

· This year's Estrella Award nominees were Jaime Jimenez, 
Tun Zaragoza, Ben Hernandez and Daniel Salazar. This year's 
recipient was Jimenez, who could not attend. Jimenez's nephew. 
Zaragoza, accepted the award for him. 

See Community Page 1 O 

Attack on campus prompts second police alert 
By SHARON KERSHAW BOULT 
Staff Reporter 

On the evening of Nov. 1 at 8:30 a young female stu
dent had just left class within the Technical/Vocational 
Building at College of the Mainland and walked to her 
car when she was accosted by a black male. 

She was parked in the last row of Parking Lot "D" clos
est to Monticello Drive which runs past the tennis courts. 

While attempting to unlock her C<!r, she was approached 
from the rear by the man who placed one hand on her hip 
and put something against her back telling her not to move 
or scream, according to an e-mail alert from the COM 
Police Team circulated throughout the campus. 

During her panic, the student swung her elbow around· 

COM professor, Dr. Janith Stephenson, was named 
Developmental Educator of the the Year at a confer
ence in San Antonio Oct. 20. (Photo by Michelle Fichera) 

and threw her backpack at the assailant. 
The student then ran back to the Tech/Voe Building at 

the entrance near the day care facility, as the man ran east 
on Monticello heading in the direction of the Carver Park 
area, Police Team Leader E. W. "Butch" Carr said. 

The woman was uninjured during the assault and waited 
in the Tech/Voe Building until the assailant had left the 
area before she returned to her car to leave. Because she 
did not report the incident until the next day, the COM 
police were unable to search for the assailant, Carr said. 

The oply description the student could give of the man 
was that he was approximately 6 feet tall, had long legs, a 
raspy voice and wore dark clothing. 

Carr said there is a call box for emergencies in the back 
southeast corner entrance of the Tech/Voe Building. The 

student, however, ran for safety to the back southwest 
entrance which is closer to the Gym's pool, so she.would 
not have seen the call box. 

Carr said the Police Team is trying to get more call 
boxes around campus. COM now has thr.ee call boxes, 
one in the back of tlie TechNoc Building and two at the 
front entrances of the Administration Building. 

The emergency number to reach the COM police is Ext. • 
599. Carr strongly advises everyone to immediately re
port any incident to the COM police so they can take 
prompt action. 

Campus police escorts to vehicles are available to any
one requesting them. Also, everyone needs to report any 
suspicious people loitering around campus. 

See Police Page 1 O 

Developmen_tal professor honored 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Managing Editpr 

Many College of the Mainland professors have received 
awards throughout COM's history. The lastest winner is 

developmental reading professor, Dr. Janith Stephenson. 
She was named Developmental Educator of the Year 

by the Texas Chapter of the College Reading and Leam
ing Association at the annual College Academic Support 
Programs Conference in San Antonio on Oct. 20. 

Approximately 320 prqfessors representing 80 differ
ent colleges and universities attended the conference spon
sored by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, 
the Texas College Reading and Learning Association and 
the Texas Association for Developmental Education. 

The award recognized her service to Leaming Assis-

tance programs through the Texas Developmental Edu
cators Listserv, a program sponsored by COM and mod
erated by Dr. Stephenson . . 

The Listserv provides professors throughout Texas the 
means to exchange ideas, ask questions and get immedi
ate responses from their peers. Dr. Stephenson has been 
managing the program for about t_hree years. 

During her tenure at COM, Dr. Stephenson has taught 
reading, study skills and Psychology for Success. She also 
has developed new programs and courses as the need has 
arisen. 

"I only planned to stay at COM a few years, but I grew 
attached to the community and the students," Dr. 
Stephenson said. "It is such an inspiration to see my stu
dents achieve so much when: they have so many odds 

See Teacher Page 11 
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Voters should take rights more seriously 

Approximately 26.5 million 18- to 24-year-old young 
Americans reside in the United States. Half of that 
number probably did not make it to the polls this 
election. Our generation holds the worst record for 
voting ai:nong all age groups. 

ls it because we don't like the options, or do we just 
not care? Well, I'm sure it's more complicated than that, 
but whatever the reason we need to take action now. 
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The government controls many aspects of our lives; 
that is why we have been given the right to vote. By 
voting, we make the choices for the government. Our 
elected representatives dedicate their terms to accom
plishing certain goals. These ~oats are crucial to the 
public because they reflect how the representatives will 
utilize their pawer in office. 

Everyone has concerns, problems or suggestions about 
the world today. The best way to ensure change in the 
United States, is to get out and vote. Though it takes 
more than a strong leader to get results, it takes strong 
supporters to elect that leader to office. 

Voting is a right, not, an obligation. If you·give up your 
right to vote, then _you give up the right to be heard. 

In 1996 only 28 percent of young voters voted in the 
presidential election. Ouch! Well, at least you can't 
blame us for Bill Clinton. 

Our participation in the election this year was crucial. 
This was the closest election in 40 years. In 1960 John F. 
Kennedy was elected by less than one vote per precinct. 
That means only one person in each precinct, in each 
state, made the difference. You could have been that 
person who made the difference in this election. 

Even though the presidential election is corning to a 
close, there are many more issues to vote on in the 
future. 

Every two years our House representatives come up 
for elections. Every four years a new governor is 
elected, and every six years Senate members are either 
reelected or newly elected.' 

But you don't have to wait that long to vote. There is 
always something on the ballot, for example, school 
board elections, road bonds and city council elections. 

Man.y students feel that there are no issues directed at 
them; therefore, they don't vote. Issues are relevant to 
everyone; it's just hard at times to see how. Students 
want to hear about issues that are important to them. 
Well, here you go: The city council makes decisions for 
affordable housing, the state House and Senate control 
financial aid and the local tax assessor leads the central 
appraisal district to either increasing or decreasing 
spending of your tax dollars. 

The United States is home to one president, 100 
senators, 435 representatives_and 7,424 state legislators. 
Sounds like a lot? Not considering the fact that there are 
26,110,000 voters between the ages of 18 and 25. We do 
have the power to change things. 

Your vote is your voice and every voice counts, so 
make your vote count in the many years to come. 

Letter to the Editor 
Student agrees with Dr. Laura 
To whom it may concern: 

The October issue of lnterCOM had an article that was 
written by Jennifer West titled, "Dr. Laura's views jaded, 
chauvinistic." I agreed with the points about women's 
rights, but I was offended when West referred to stay-at
home moms as "Susie homemaker(s)." 

My mother devoted her life to raising five children. 
Being called a "Susie homemaker" wouldn't do her any 
justice. If you want to issue titles, try "Super Moms." 
These women should be respected. It was never said 
that motherhood is easy. It is the hardest job I've ever 
seen. It is not a 9 a.m.-5 p.m. job. It requires sacrifice 
and devotion. I see women having children to fill a void 
in their lives. Once they realize the fantasy of mother
hood is more demanding than a swollen belly and 

. beautiful nursery to decorate, they shuttle their kids off 
to day care centers to be raised by strangers. 

West commented on how people don't want to 
economize. She mentioned that "this is America." Is 
this what our country has become? One that cares about 
material things, rather than family values? I never went 
overseas and was driven around in a modest station 
wagon. I don't regret going through that. Children don't 
value luxury; they value love and attention. My mother 
met me when I got off the bus, cleaned my scrapes, sat 
with me every night while I did homework and went to 
all my school functions. I never heard, "I'm sorry, 
honey, Mom has to work." I depended on her-she was 
my hero and still is. 

If given the chance to enjoy exotic vacations or 
luxurious cars meant giving up a lifetime of memories 
and quality time with my mother, I say, bring on the 
station wagon and the coupons! Budgeting is no 
sacrifice. We clipped coupons. Through tbat I learned a 
lesson in budgeting, I learned the importantance of 
sharing and what it meant to earn something you 
wanted. 

My parents were •a team. My father agreed to work, 
while my-mother stayed home. Together they handled 
our family's finances. They saw to it that we were well 
taken care of. The budget analyst who offended West 
was not out of line. How could a person who teaches 
ways to make life easier for those who spend their days 
sacrificing for the good of the household be offensive? 
We need more people like her. She enables those who 
are.struggling to see "light at the end of the tunnel." 

I never suffered from social deprivation. My mother 
saw that we remained active with the neighborhood 
children, our siblings and our classmates. 

I am a realist and know it is difficult to live on one 
income. Eventually, my moth~r went to work as an 
educator and currently attends college classes. At that 
time all the children were old enough ~o depend on one 
another. We pulled together and made .it possible to 
function normally. 

Now I am a college student preparing for a career. I 
know a day may come when I'll have to work and 
maintain st,;ucture in my household, but if possible I am 
going to value what the budget analysts say and stay at 
home. I have taken into consideration that there are 
circumstances that demand a supplementary income. I 
suggest children be in the care of a family member so 
they will have the comfort of a home and the attention 
needed at impressionable ages. If more parents took 
time to "pencil their children in," the youth of America 
would be b;::tter off. 

I can't imagine a career being more important than 
witnessing your child's first steps or first words. I 
commend Dr. Laura for focusing on family. God bless 
all mothers, they are the foundation of every household. 

Thank you, 
Cristy Ayala 

Graphic Arts student 

Editor's Note: InterCOM welcomes all letters to the editor. 



Twelve-year-old Marisa Voight hurdles a Halloween yard decoration at the PTK Ducktober Fest, Oct. 28. People 
of all ages attended the celebration which included free canoeing, bobbing for apples, fishing, face painting as 
well as costume contests every hour. (Photo by April Brandon) 

PTK l)ucktober Fest makes a big splash 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Staff Reporter 

Ducktober Fest, sponsored by Phi Theta Kappa Oct. 
28, turned out to be a day of fun and excitement at the 
College of the Mainland duck pond, Lake Eckert. 

PTK decided on the name Ducktober Fest based on the 
traditional October Fest and COM's unofficial mascot, 
the duck. 

Activities, which revolved around the honor society's 
international study topic-water- included canoeing cour
tesy of CO M's Outdoor Club, bobbing for apples, fishing 
and face painting. 

Costume contests were held every hour as well as wa
ter experiments for the children, conducted by PTK his
torian Gina Butler. 

The object of the water experiments was to show chil
dren which objects would sink and which would float. 

An eraser, paper clip and nickel all sank, while an apple, 
wood block and plastic toy train floated. The children 
were told the more dense an object, the more likely it 

· would sink and the less dense, the object would float. 
One of the reasons PTK held the fest was to raise money 

to pay for the activities .PTK sponsors around campus. 
The funds also will help pay for all PTK mailouts. 

Fabian Sifuentes, PTK president, said that this year the 
organization has sent more mailouts than any previous 
year due to low membership. The mailouts are sent to 
encourage students who qualify for PTK to apply. Mem
bership requirements are a 3.6 grade point average at 
COM, completion of 12 college hours-remedial courses 
do not count-and being currently enrolled at COM. 

PTK offers two scholarships, one for $100 to high 
school National Honor Society students in COM's dis
trict and the other for $100 to COM in-district students 
who participate in community service projects. 

InterCOM, November 2000, Page 3 

Registration begins Nov. 27 
By DANA SPARLING 
Staff Reporter 

Every student knows how difficult it is to organize a 
class schedule. Nothing is more aggravating than, while 
registering, finding that one of your desired classes is full. 
Then you must compose a different schedule or take .an
other class in place of the class you really wanted. To en
sure you get the classes you want or need, register early. 

You can conveniently register at College of the Main
land over the phone at ( 409) 935-8900 from Nov. 27 
through Jan. 17. The process requires your personal iden
tification number (PIN), which is the month and year of 
your birthdate. Example: (July 5, 1961:~0461) For further 
information call the Admissions Office at ( 409) 938-1211 
or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 264. 

Continuous registration at COM runs from Nov. 27-Dec. 
15 and Jan. 2-Jan. 17. There will be no on-campus regis
tration during the winter holidays. 

Admission Office hours for continuous registration dur
ing Jan. 2-5 and Jan. 8-12 are as follows: Monday and 
Tuesday, 8 a.m.-7 p.m.; and Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Clear Creek registration is Jan. 3 from 5-7 p.m. 
One-stop registration will be in the Gym, Jan. 9-10 from 

8 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Also, registration will be available Saturday, Jan. 13, 

from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in the Administration Building lobby. 
Late registration is scheduled for Jan. 16-17 in the Ad- · 

ministration Building lobby. 
Spring semester classes begin Jan. 1'6 
"If you are decided on a major, it is critical for you to 

meet with a faculty member in your program te be ad
vised before registering," said Vice Presideqt/Dean of Stu
dent Services Pam Davenport. "Contact the Program As
sistant in your academic area for an appointment." 

Students who are undecided about a major can be ad
vised and work out a schedule with either an adviser or 
counselor in the Advisement Center in the Administra
tion Building or Counseling in the Student Center. 

COM students help make blood drive a success 
By SHARON KEltSHAW BOULT 
Staff Reporter 

The bi-annual blood drive was held in the College of 
the Mainland Student Center from 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m., Oct. 
3 and 4.' 

"The COM Student Activities Board initiated the blood 
drive and was assisted by the (COM) Amigos club," said 
Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recreational Programs 
and Student Activities. Free T-shirts were given to all 
donors. 

The Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center, the regional 
supplier for several hospitals in the Galveston County 
area, administered the drive. 

Christy Hopkins, group program consultant for the 
Galveston County area, gave the results of the blood drive 
as follows: 

On Oct. 3, 38 whole blood units were drawn, six double 
red cell donors from whom 12 double red cell units were 
drawn, and 10 would-be donors who were deferred be
cause they failed to meet donor qualifications. 

On Oct. 4, 34 whole blood units were drawn, four 
double red ce)l donors from whom eight double red cell 
units were drawn, and seven deferrals. A total of 92 units 
of blood was collected. · 

Double red cell donors have to meet separate criteria 
from whole blood donors. These donors must meet a spe
cific height and weight range and have type "O" blood, 
negative or positive. 

Blood is extracted from the doube red cell donor and 
then is run through a machine which separates the red 
cells from the blood. Once the red cells have been re
moved, the blood is sent back into the donor's body. Two 
units of double red cells are taken from each double red 

cell donor. 
Some requirements to give whole blood include being 

18 through 70 years old, weighing a minimum of 110 

pounds, not-being on certain medications for 48 hours and 
not having given blood during the prior eight weeks. 

The next COM blood drive is scheduled for Feb. 6-7. 

COM student Jackie Martinez (left) undergoes the screening process before being allowed to give blood in the 
bl-annual blood drive Oct. 4 In the Student Center. Rashad Hudson of the UTMB Blood Center measures her 
blood pressure. Ninety-two units of blood were .collected at the drive. (Photo by Sharon Kershaw Bou It) 
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Student Government assistant adviser Beverly Mitchell (right) and alternate adviser Olda Peret (center) serve 
food to students during the Student Government Meet the Officers Luncheon Oct. 19 in the Student Center Sun 
Room. The luncheon was a first for Student Government and was aimed at motivating students to be more 
involved with Student Government. (Photo by Dana Sp~rling) 

Student Government hosts lllncheon 
By DANA SPARLING 
Staff Reporter 

For the first time the College of the Mainland Student 
Government hosted a unique College Hour event. The Stu
dent Government held a Meet -the Officers Luncheon in 
the Student Center Sun Room Oct. 19. All who attended 
enjoyed a free lunch ot'sub sandwiches, chips and soda. 

The afternoon's event was kicked off by Parliamentar
ian Mario Lozano, followed by brief introductions by all 
the officers. 

Students were encouraged to ask questions or to inform 
the officers of any problems or concerns they have about 
the campus. 

Students, teachers, advisers and several club represen-
tatives participated in the luncheon. . 

As always, James Shippy, the Student Government ad
viser, was there to lend a helping hand. Beverly Mitchell, 
Student Center coordinator and assistant adviser, and Olda 
Perez, volunteer co-ordinator of Retired.Senior Volunteer 
Program and alternate adviser, also attended the luncheon 
to show their support for Student Government. 

During the meal a microphone was passed around as 

Shippy and several Student Government officers made 
announcements to try to motivate students to be more in
volved with Student Government. 

Pam Davenport, vice president/dean of Student Ser
vices, also took the microphone and voiced encouraging 
words about the Student Government. Davenport said she 
had never experienced an introduction of this type at a 
college and believed it was a great way to introduce the 
organization to the students. 

Although the luncheon was not as successful in terms 
of a large turnout as the Student Government officers had 
hoped, it was the first step to getting students more in
volved. Approximately 20 students attended, but had few 
questions and concerns. 

Officers in additi0n to Lozano are Dana Sparling, presi
dent; Robin Larson, vice-president; LaToiah Williams, 
secretary; Michelle Nguyen, treasurer; Katina Gilmore, 
night school representative; and Jeff Evans, Shawn 
Hodges and Jonathan Steele, College Senate representa
tives. 

To contact the Student Government, stop by the office 
in the Student Center, Room SC-111. If no one is avail
able, call (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-2259, Ext. 618. 

International students 
share heritage, culture 
By ROBIN LARSON 
Staff Reporter 

A diverse group of approximately 30 people 
gathered Oct. 17 in the College of the Main
land Student Center Sun Room for an interna
tional feast consisting of a variety of foods from 
different ethnic backgrounds. 

The Multicultural Lunch Fest was sponsored 
by the COM Amigos, Students for Christ, the 
Organization of African American Culture and 
the Student Activities Board. 

To be admitted to the luncheon, students had 
to bring a dish from their culture. International 
students from Japan, Columbia and Mexico 
were exempt from bringing a dish. They spoke 
about why they came to COM and about their 
heritage. One reason for coming to the United 
St~tes was to learn English. 

The food included: Mexican tacos, queso 
(cheese), spicy chicken wings, jalapenos stuffed 
with shrimp, Mexican desserts, cookies, lasa
gna, Hamburger Helper and Jack-in-the-Box 
tacos. COM student Anthony Castelline's ex
hibit, A Day in the Life of My Mother, was dis
played around the food. 

SAB President Jeremy Robinson opened the 
luncheon by asking all to introduce themselves 
and to talk a little about their ethnic back
grounds. The first to speak was COM Presi
dent Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes. 

Dr. Hayes spoke about his German, Irish and 
Navajo heritage and experience working with 
the Peace Corps in Ethiopia. "I also_ did some 
agricultural work there," he stated. 

Next to speak was Pam Davenport, COM 
vice president/dean of Student Affairs Pam 
Davenport. "I grew up in Balti~ore, so my fa
vorite food is seafood." She was born in Biloxi, 
Miss., and her mother is from Oklahoma, "so 
fried chicken was a typical food for us." 

Maryann Urick, SAB sponsor, asked every
one if they would like to have the luncheon 
again in the spring; all raised their hand in uni
son and excitement. 

Galveston Seawall provides protection against flooding 
Editor '.s Note: This is the second part of a three-part series on 

the 1900 Storm in Galveston. Part 1 discussed the storm itself 
Part 111 will focus on those affected by it. 

By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Managing Editor 

It was suggested before the 1900 hurricane which rav
aged Galveston that a seawall be built to protect the city 
from high tides and storm surges. However, because the 
city had not been seriously damaged by hurricanes be
fore 1900, residents developed a false sense of security. 

The Great Storm reigns today as the deadliest natural 
disaster in U.S. history. While the storm was phenom
enal, so was the response of the Galveston survivors. 

"Sunday morning, the day after the disaster, began with 
the sound of bells from the ruined Ursuline Convent call
ing people t.o worship," writes historian David G. 
McComb in Galveston: A History. It was a fitting start. 

Almost immediately after the storm a committee of resi
dents was convened to plan for the future. By 10 a.m. on 
Sept. 9, Mayor Walter C. Jones had called an em·ergency 
City Council meeting and by the end of the day had ap
pointed a Central Relief Committee. Committee mem-

bers developed plans to clean up the debris, bury the dead 
and rebuild Galveston to become a better city. 

Galveston residents quickly decided that they would 
rebuild, and that the city would survive. When they wit
nessed the determination of the residents to rebuild, city 
leaders began deciding how to do so. 

To prevent future floods, city leaders devised a plan 
not only to build a seawall along the beach front, but also 
to raise the height of the entire city. 

Along with building the seawall, engineers Alfred 
Noble, Henry M. Roberts and H.C. Ripley recommended 
the city be raised 17 feet at the seawall and slope down-
ward one foot for every 1,500 feet to the bay. · 

This required getting more than 16 million cubic yards 
of sand to the island. The solution was to dredge the sand 
from Galveston's ship channel and pump it.as liquid slurry 
through pipes into quarter-square-mile sections of the city 
that were walled off with dikes. Before pumping could 
begin, all structures had to be raised withjackscrews, and 
all the sewer, water and gas lines had to b·e raised. 

By 1911, 500 city blocks had been raised, some just a 
few inches and others as much as 11 feet. 

The seawall is the most apparent effort of the city tq 
prevent a repeat of the 1900 devastation. The current 

length of 10.5 miles was built in six sections in a period 
of almost 60 years, County Engineer Mike Fitzgerald told 
the Galveston County Daily News in a commemorative 
issue in September. "The original seawall ran from Eighth 
Street at the Galveston Wharf front to Sixth Street and 
from Sixth to 39th Street," he said. 

Fitzgerald, whose crews are charged with inspecting 
and maintaining parts of the wall, said he was impressed 
with the engineering and construction of the wall. 

One of the most imp,ortant aspects of the seawall often 
goes unnoticed. In a Category 4 ( extreme damage) or Cat
egory 5 (catastrophic damage) hurricane, there will be 
some over-topping of the seawall. However, the ground 
across Seawall Boulevard is sloped upward so it is higher 
on the inland side than at the top of the wall. This slope 
helps break the action even if the waves top the wall. 

The seawall got its first real test in August 1915 when 
a hurricane comparable to the 1900 Storm hit the island. 

While much of the city flooded and most of the struc
tures outside the protection of the original wall were de
stroyed, those behind it fared well. 

The city did indeed survive, and has withstood many 
hurricanes since that night. However, no storm has since 
compared to the intensity of the 1900 Storm. 



Students address -
concerns at· forum 
By DANA SPARLING 
,Staff Reporter 

When students have problems, they ' re not always sure 
whom to tell. For several years the Student Activities 
Board has sponsored a Student Concerns Forum. On Oct. 
24, the SAB sponsored the first Student Concerns Forum 
of the semester during College Hour in the Student Cen
ter Sun Room. 

Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of College and Financial Ser
vices, and James Templer, vice president/dean of Instruc
tion, were there to listen to the students' opinions about 
their experiences at College of the Mainland. 

Even though only approximately 12 students partici
pated in the forum, several questions were asked and many 
concerns were heard. 

To get things started, this reporter brought up her con
cern with th_e lack of classes between 3 and 5 p.m. Templer 
informed students that the issue has already been handled 
and students should expect to see results in the spring or 
fall schedule of 2001. 

COM student Katina Gilmore brought up the second 
concern. Gilmore wants to see the college become more 
involved with community activities such as recruiting, 
parades, etc. Jim Higgins, director of the Publications and 
Information Office, informed Gilmore that COM has had 
opportunities in the past to participate in such activities, 
but not enough students showed an interest. 

Students Robin Larson, Joyce Johnson and Gilmore 
asked why COM doesn't offer a television/radio station 
or telecommunications or medical assistant programs. 

Templer stated the reason COM doesn't have a televi
sion or radio station is because there might not be a big 
enough demand for it since surrounding colleges, such as 
the University of Houston-Clear Lake and Alvin Com
munity College already offe~ these classes to students. 
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Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of College and Financial Services (left), and James Templer, vice president/dean of 
Instruction, listen to student concerns at the Stude~t Concerns Forum Oct. 24 in the Student Center Sun Room. 
Approximately 12 students participated In the forum. . (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

As for COM adopting any new program!., Templer ex
plained that there has to be a community desire for the 
programs. He suggested students should put their ideas 

, in writing and bring those ideas to the attention of one of 
the vice presidents at COM. 

Students Jenny Long, Johnson, Gilmore and Fabian 
Sifuentes brought up issues concerning the parking lots: 
small parking spaces, overcrowding, potholes and light
ing. Dr. Pope informed everyone that COM is given a 
budget each year for parking lot improvements and said 
he would take the suggestions into consideration. 

Student Tim Young brought up the last issue of the fo-

rum. Young is concerned with CO M's policy for students 
with disabilities, mainly with staff in embers' awareness 
of students with imperceptible disabilities. Young ex
pl~ined his personal situation, which began within two to 
three weeks of the beginning of the fall semester. This in 
tum took two months before he got any 11esults. Dr. Pope · 
took note of Young's name and phone number to look 
more closely into the situation. 

Even though the number of participants was small, the 
participation was enormous. The SAB will host another 
Student Concerns Forum Nov. 28, so if you missed this 
one, you'll get another chance then. 

Ceramics exhibit captures everyday life in artwork 
By TAMMIE LETROISE 
Staff Reporter 

Bill Dennard's Short Stories ceramics exhibit opened 
Nov. 1 in the College of the Mainland Art Gallery. A group 

Artist Bill Dennard shows his use of s(ip casting in his 
demonstration Nov. 1 in the ceramics classroom. 
Dennard used a slip cast mold of a paint can, carrot 
and tree branch to create a teapot. Dennard's ceramics 
exhibit, Short Stories, will be on display in the COM Art 
Gallery through Dec. 7. (Photo by Michelle Fichera) 

of people gathered to witness the opening ceremony for 
the ceramics display and a demonstration on slip casting. 

Slip casting is the way Dennard creates his art. In slip 
casting, Dennard takes an object and makes a cast of it, 
then pours plaster into the cast to make a mold. After he 
makes the mold, he pours the ceramic mixture into the 
mold which makes the structure, such as the teapot he 
created in his demonstration. 

The audience listened carefully as Dennard explained 
his artistic expressions and ideas of the exhibit. For in
stance, he talked about how he saw a paint can at his house 
and that gave him the idea to create the ceramic paint can · 
that is in the exhibit. 

The exhibit displays everyday items immortalized for
ever in ceramics. The principle behind.Jhe display is cap
turing everyday life and telling the story that goes along 
with it The crowd, predominately made up of COM stu
den_ts, faculty and staff, seemed enthused as Dennard went 
over the process. 

Dennard's work has classical themes that people can 
relate to. Another example of everyday items is the house 
he made from a deck of cards, which is diplayed in th~ 
center of the gallery. 

A person might not know the artist's exact story be
hind an object, but he could look at it and think of his 
own life story and how his experiences might relate to 
what he sees. 

Everything in Dennard's display looks incredibly life
like, as if it were waiting to be used. 

"The art exhibit is being very well received," said COM 
Art Gallery Director Janet Hassinger. "Bill's (Dennard) 
V('Ork was chosen for the uniqueness of his approach to 
everyday items. One could think of parts of the show as 
being related to pop art, like Andy ·warhol 's Soup Cans." 

Dennard gave handouts on his thoughts to those who 

viewed the exhibit, which stated: "My pieces and I share 
many common experiences. Their stories speak to me of 
growing up on the Gulf Coast in the '50s in the shadow 
of the oil industry, smoking cigarettes and more recent 
times. They probably don't read the same with others but 
as long as the tales conjure up some of the viewer's per
sonal story, it works for me." 

The art exhibit is on display until Dec. 7 in the COM 
Art Gallery. It is open Mondays and Thursdays, noon-
7:30 p.m. and Wednesdays, noon-6 p.m. The gallery will 
be opened upon request, Mondays-Fridays, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Fo; more information call (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext 354. 
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Faces to Know 

PTK president focuses 
on .increasing diversity 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Managing Editor 

His face is on the cover of the College of the Main- • 
land catalog for the 2000-2001 school year and on bill
boards promoting the school. He also is seen running 
around campus, coordinating one of the many events 
sponsored by Phi Theta Kappa. This busy young man 
is Fabian Sifuentes, president of the Sigma Delta chap
ter of the_Phi Theta Kappa honor society at COM: 

A 1991 graduate ofTexas City High School, Sifuentes 
joined the Navy immediately after high school and 
served six years. While in the Navy, he visited ports 
worldwide, including Italy, France, Greece, Spain and 
Turkey, as well as several ports in the United States. 

Sifuentes enrolled at COM in the spring of 1998. In 
January 1999 he was elected president of the Student 
Activities Board, as well as president of PTK. He served 
as president of both clubs for one year, then left his 
post as SAB president to focus on PTK. 

PTK is ,!n international honor society for two year 
colleges. Since Sifuentes was elected president, COM's 
chapter has become involved in the Adopt-A-Beach, 
Habitat for Humanity and Marsh Mania programs. Cur
rently the chapter is sponsoring a Dress for Success 
drive to collect clothes for those less fortunate. 

" I want us (PTK) to become as inclusive as our by
Jaws allow us to. be," Sifuentes said. "We don't have 
enough minority membership or the age diversity to 
reflect our campus." 

In adtlition to sponsoring different drives around cam
pus, PTK members are involved with other students. 
Since a requirement for membership in PTK is to have 
completed 12 college credit hours and to have a 3.6 

Fabian Sifuentes tutors COM student Habiba Salahuddin in the atrium of the Math-Science Building. Besides being 
PTK president and a free math tutor, Sifuentes also volunteers his time at the Covenant House of Houston, a 
halfway house for teen-age runaways. (Photo by Michelle Fichera) 

grade point average, members can help students with 
scheduling classes and tutoring them if they have spare 
time. One officer currently is developing a mentoring pro
gram that will pair at-risk COM students with a PTK or 
faculty volunteer. The mentor will then point out students' 
assets and work with them to develop those as well as 
helping them to improve in problem areas. 

"Fabian has been an exemplary chapter president," said 
Leslie Richardson, PTK chapter adviser and math pro
fessor. "He always goes the extra mile on our projects 
and it has been delightful working with him." 

"My experience at COM has been very rewarding," 
Sifuentes said. "I've been privileged to have outstanding 
professors the entire time I've been here-. My education 
at COM and my interaction with my professors have 
helped make me the person I am today." 

Besides being president of PTK, Sifuentes also serves 
as a free math tutor in the atrium of the Math-Science 
Building, where he has set up tables with information 
about scholarships. In addition, Sifuentes has served on 

the COM President Selection Committee and was active 
in the COM/NASA research conducted in the spring. 

In his free time Sifuentes. volunteers at the ·covenant 
House of Houston, a Catholic halfway house for teen-age 
runaways. Covenant House offers outreach programs to 
teen-agers who don't come to the house and_programs for 
those who live there. To live at the house, teen-agers must 
earn their GEDs and g~t jobs. It is a place for them · to 
sleep and shower, and it prepares them for the real world. 

Having already received an associate's degree in gen
eral studies, Sifuentes currently is working toward a sec
ond degree in chemistry, which be will receive in May 
2001. Sifuentes plans to attend Boston University in fall 
2001 to major in communications with a concentration in 
public relations. He hopes to one day work as a spokes
man for a non-profit organization. 

"I don 't care about the money," he said. "If I'ni doing 
what I want to do that's the reward in itself. How many 
people nowadays can say they are doing what they are 
truly passionate about?" 

SAB President Robinson ainis high for success of cl~b 
By MATTHEW JOST 
Staff Reporter 

A lot of people attend College of the Mainland, but 
with busy schedules, jobs am;! classes, it 's impossible to 
know everyone. There is, however, one student attend
ing COM worth knowing. Perhaps you 've met him. COM 

SAB President Jeremy Robinson posts a flier in the 
atrium of the Math-Science Building. Robinson plans 
a career as a pilot. (Photo by April Brandon) 

Student Activities Board President Jeremy Robinson is 
definitely someone you should know about.. 

Having taken 37 hours of classes while maintaining a 
4.0 grade point average, Robinson maintains a very busy 
schedule. "I could easily overwhelm you," he says in ref
erence to his 18 hour enrollment and karate lessons. 

Having been homeschooled for 12 years prior to col
lege, Robinson immediately pursued his goals. Laughing 
he says, "I actually started college five days after I gradu
ated." Robinson says homeschooling better prepared him 
for college than public schooling would have. 

"I could basically do everything at my own pace." The 
pace Robinson sets, however, is anything but slow. For 
the past five years he's been running his own lawn busi
ness. With a smile, he says, "I've been paying income tax 
since I was 14." · 

Robinson's grueling schedule has a purpose. He aspire:; 
to attend the Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., to become commissioned as a fighter pilot. "I think 
the ideal job is one that you would actually pay someone 
to let you do. That's how I feel about flying." 

Robinson already applied once to the academy, but was 
turned down because he hadn't taken any sports due to 
being homeschooled. Not discouraged, he fully intends 
to make another attempt. In preparation, Robinson reports 
to the Civil Air Patrol every Monday night at Ellington 
Field in southeast Houston where he is responsible for 
several hundred thousands of dollars worth of supplies. 

Also Robinson has already acquired some flyfng expe
rience. "I soloed in a Cessna 152 after nine hours flying 
which is actually pretty quick. I have a total qf 15 hours 
flight time, but I am no longer taking flight lessons at this 
current time because it's expensive, and I really don't have 
the time to devote to it right now." 

If Robinson is accepted by the Air Force Academy, the 
four year program will be like starting all over again. 

Optimistic, Robinson points out that with the schooling 
he's already completed he would have the advantage. 

If Robinson doesn't get in this time, hdntends to trans
fer to Southwest Texas State University in San Marcos 
where he will enroll in .Air Force ROJ:C, "with hopes of 
still becoming a fighter pilot." Robinson added, "Other
wise, I'll look into med school." 

Robinson's presidency of SAB is no easy task since the 
board lacks members; nevertheless he enjoys it. "As presi
dent of the Student Activities Board I run meetings. I'm 

. usually the one you see with the mike in his hand; I intro
duced the president (Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes) at the 
Welcome Kickoff and am liaison to several people on cam
pus. I basically just help out and try to be supportive." 

As for regular activities within the SAB, Robinson re
calls an event that occurred last year. "We made a float 
for Houston's Livestock Show and Rodeo and took it to 
the Johnson Space Center." With a laugh he adds, "There· 
were only about 10 spectators, but it was fun. We're do
ing it again this year." 

Concerning lack of student involvement in the SAB, 
Robinson says: "The Student Activities Board receives 
an annual budget of $17,000, but we heed more people to 
make it successful. Currently we only have about three or 
four active members." He also points out that "part of 
every student's registration money goes to our budget, 
and their fet!tlback is needed to make it work." 

Aside from managing a busy schedule, what does 
Robinson do with his spare time? "I study with my fiancee 
on the weekends mainly. She's attending Houston Bap
tist University, so we're happy if we can get at least one 
hour without any books every night on the weekend." 

To release stress, Robinson has begun playing raquetball 
with his dad and nonchalantly says of his busy schedule, 
"It's either sink or swim. Deal with it or not. So far I've 
dealt _with it." 
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Sparling emphasizes importance of Student Gover~ment 
By ROBIN LARSON 
Staff Reporter 

Do you have a concern or problem regarding your ex
periences here at College of the Mainland? Do you won
der to whom you can talk about your complaints? The 
newly elected president of Student Government, Dana 
Sparling, is the one you need to address. She believes 

Student Government President Dana Sparling jots 
down ideas during a recent Student Government meet
ing. Sparling looks to motivate students to be more 
involved in Student Government. "I want the students 
to be happy with their experiences here at College of 
the Mainiand," she said. (Photo by Michelle Fichera) 

New academic adviser 
ready to help students 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Staff Reporter 

Michelle Kettler is the newest academic adviser in the 
College of the Mainland Advisement Center. She joins 
the COM staff after teaching first grade at Our Lady of 
Fatima Catholic School in Texas City for three years. 

Working at the community college level has always been 
a career goal for Kettler and she is happy to be here. Kettler 
prefers the community college level over the university 
level because she feels that the community level is "more • 
family oriented" and easier to work one on one with stu
dents and faculty. 

A native of Texas City, Kettler graduated from Texas 
City High School in 1993. Though she earned her 
bachelor's degree in psychology from Texas A&M Uni
versity, she took classes at COM during the summers. 

In the summer session of 1994, while enrolled in a 
chemistry class taught by John Valdez at COM, Kettler 
met her husband. 

After graduating from Texas A&M, Kettler continued 
her studies at the University of Houston-Clear Lake, where 
she earned a master's degree in behavioral science. Kettler 
hopes to return to school to obtain her Licensed Profes
sional Counselor certification. 

When asked about her college experience, Kettler 
shared some encouraging thoughts and advice. "College 
is a life lesson. Students need to learn structure, how to 
meet people, social ski.lls and networking. You learn a lot 
about yourself in college." 

Kettler speaks both English and Spanish fluently, which 
has aided her in various situations throughout her life, 
from helping a lost person at a gas station to translating 
for families while teaching at Our Lady of Fatima. Both 
of her parents are from Cuba, so she grew up spell.king 

strongly in helping others and wants to emphasize how 
important Student Government is. 

Sparling graduated early from Dickinson High School 
in 1998. This is her fourth semester at COM. Not only is 
she Student Government president, but she also is a mem
ber of the Student Activities Board and serves as a pho
tographer and reporter for the InterCOM student news
paper. Sparling, a business ma11agement majqr, hopes to 
transfer in fall 2001 to either the University of Texas at 
Austin or the University of California at Berkeley. 

Sparling wishes to motivate students to be more in
volved in Student Government because its purpose is to 
help them. "I want the students to be happy with their 
experiences here at College of the Mainland," Sparling 
said. "Students should be proud of their college, not em
barrassed or ashamed of it." 

Student Government promotes student participation in 
the decision-making process of the college. Its purpose is 
to serve, protect and represent the student body, to re
spond to the surrounding community, to protect the rights 
and secure all opportunities for every student regardless 
of race, color, religion, sex, disability, age, national ori
gin, veterans status, or sexual preference. 

To show the importance of Student Government and 
the officers' concerns for students, Dr. Homer "Butch" 
Hayes, COM president, has appointed Sparling as the 
newest member of the President's Team. 

"As a student there are many issues that I feel need to 
be addressed and being involved in Student Government 
is the best way to resolve student concerns," Sparling said. 
Students who bring concerns to the executive board of 
Student Government now have a voice on the President's 
Team as she brings those concerns to the team. 

Sparling also has served as vice president and secre
tary of Student Government in previous semesters. 

Student Government already has accomplished many 
things this semester. More students voted in Sept. 26 Stu-

dent Government officer election than in any other elec
tion. The officers also organized a Meet the Officers Lun-

• cheon, Oct. 19 in the Student Center. 
Officers have office hours for students to come and talk 

to them about questions or suggestions they might have. 
Also a student concerns box is posted outside the Student 
Government office, located on the first floor of the Stu
dent Center. The drop box allows students to leave their 
concerns when no one is in• the office. Student Govern
ment recently received a computer and eventually will 
set up a Web site with the help of the Graphic Arts Club. 

Not only have the officers accomplished all this, but 
they also tack.led the complaints against the cafeteria food 
by organizing a survey for the students to fill out and give 
to Student Government indicating what they would like 
to see changed. Approximately 100 students participated 
in filling out a survey that asked if the food was good, the 
prices were fair and the cafeteria hours were sufficient.. 

With the help of James Shippy, adviser, Beverly 
Mitchell, assistant adviser, and Olda Perez, alternate ad
viser to Student Government, this should be an exciting 
year for all COM students. 

"Although Mr. Shippy is not an officer of the Student 
Government, he relentlessly volunteers his time to help 
the students," said Sparling, who wants to accomplish 
many things before the end of her term. One of the offic
ers' goals is to get students to be more active and involved 
in the college. In order for Sparling to do this, she needs 
to hear from and receive the help of the student body. 

If you have a problem or suggestion about COM come 
to the Student Government meetings. The next meeting 
is Nov. 16 and every.pther Thursday after that. The meet
ings begin at 12:30 p.m. in Room•A-148 in the Adminis
trati<;m Building. They are open to all students. Officers 
encourage students to stop by and find out what is hap
pening at COM. To talk to any of the officers by phone, 
call (409) 938-1211 or at 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 681. 

Michelle Kettler is the newest academic adviser at COM. Kettler speaks both Spanish and English, and looks 
forward to helping students with special-needs and disabilities. "I enjoy reaching out and helping people that 
need it," she said. (Photo by Michelle Fichera) 

both languages. Kettler already is teaching her daughter, 
14-month-old Madison Paige, songs and riddles in Span
ish, while Kettler's mother speaks mainly Spanish to 
Madison. 

After graduating from Texas A&M, Kettler married Ja
son, a transportation manager of waste management in 
Houston. Jason also graduated from Texas A&M. They 
have been married three years and have just the one child. 
Kettler's top priority is to spend time with her daughter. 
She also enjoys arts and crafts. 

Kettler is excited about working with students at COM. 
Having just started in June, she is learning a lot. "I enjoy 

reaching out and helping people that need it. I remember 
being a college student, being confused." 

Kettler looks forward· to helping students with special 
needs and disabilities. She will be assisting students with 
choosing classes, arranging schedules and meeting trans
fer requirements. 

The Advisement Office in the Administration Build
ing is open for non-scheduled appointments Mondays and 
Tuesdays; 10 a.m.-noon or 3:30-6:30 p.m.; and Wednes
days-Fridays, 10 a.m.-noon or 2-4 p.m. Students also may 
call (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 470 to 
schedule an appointment. 

, ' 
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COM co-ed volleyball players compete against Lee College in the bi-annual GCIC Sports Day at San Jacinto 
College Central campus Oct. 26. The COM volleyball t~am tied for third place with San Jacinto Central. With the 
stiff competition the best finish from COM was second place in table tennis by Erik Steinmentz. =The 3-on-3 
basketball team also tied for third wjth Alvin Community College. (Photo by April Brandon) 

COM students participate in Sports Day 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Managing Editor 

Several College of the Mainland students participated 
in the bi-annual Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference 
Sports Day Oct. 26 on the San Jacinto College Central 
campus in Pasadena. 

With the stiff competition from other schools in GCIC, 
the best finish frorn COM was second place by Erik 
Steinmentz in the table tennis competition. He finised 
behind a Lee College, Baytown, participant. Also play
ing table tennis for COM was Jesse Tavares. 

The COM 3-on-3 basketball team fared well, tying for 
third place with Alvin Community College. Basketball· 
players included Sylvester Daniels, Joe Hughes and Do
minique Green. 

The COM co-ed volleyball team also finished in a tie 

for third place with San Jacinto Central. The team con
sisted of Thyais Bogan, Amy Myers, Linda Lopez, Brian 
Alexander, Barbara Terrill, Brandon Zeitz and Chris Hoot. 

Competing for softball were students Michael Castilla, 
Adam Files, Cheryl Keprta, Michele Mejia, Chris 
Barkman, Naomi Grimaldo, Stacy McAteer and Mike 
Navarro. Also playing softball for the COM team was San 
Jacinto Central student Adam Matlock. Matlock joined 
the team the day of competition when COM had only eight 
players and needed nine. Ironically, San Jacinto Central 
ended up beating COM andJinishing in first place. 

COM 8-ball participants. were Brice Knight and Josh 
White, while Jeremy Robinson was the lone racquetball 
competitor representing the school. 

Other colleges to particip~te in Sports Day were 
Brazosport, Kingwood; North Harris Community, San 
Jacinto North, San Jacinto South and Wharton County. 

Annual College Day 
set for Dec. 6 in Gym 
By COM Publications & Information Office 

More than 24 Texas colleges and universities will have 
representatives at College of the Mainland, Dec. 6, for 
COM's annual College Day from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. and 6-8 
p.m. in the Gym. 

College Day, which is free and open _to the public, is an 
opportunity for people who plan to transfer or begin col
lege at a four-year college or university. 

"This information-gathering opportunity is one of the 
most important experiences that our University Transfer 
Center offers students and prospective students," COM 
Counselor Leroy August said. 

"Students learn about the admissions process, tuition, 
financial aid, major fields of study and other transfer in
formation," August said. 

August also noted that the COM University Transfer 
Center has resource information, computer technology and 
staff to facilitate the transition of COM students to the 
colleges and universities of their choice. 

For more information about College Day or the Uni
versity Transfer Center or a list of participating universi
ties, call (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 297. 

Orientation set for December 
The College of the Mainland Counseling Team 

will conduct orientation sessions for new students 
on Thursday, Dec. 7, at 10 a.m. or 6 p.m. in the 
Student Center. The 1 1/2 hour program will give 
students information to allow smooth transition 
to COM. 

The prograJil will include an introduction of 
some college staff members, understanding the 
college catalog and an explanation of the English, 
reading, math plaq:ment results and how they 
relate to course requirements. Participants also 
will learn about the campus and support services, 
including financial aid, student activities, the col
lege library, recreational facilities, the University 
Transfer Center, the Career and Job Placement 
Resource Center and others. 

For more information call COM at ( 409) 938-
1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 297. 
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By MATTHEW JOST 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland students in need of employ
ment need go no further than the Student Financial Aid 
Office. 

For many years COM has provided several convenient 
programs to keep its students employed on campus. These 
programs include the Federal and Texas College Work 
Study programs and the Student Assistant Program. 

Both the Federal and Texas College Work Study pro
grams allow COM students to work a maximum of 15 
hours a week on campus for $5.65 an hour. College Work 
Study students must, however, qualify for financial aid, 
be enrolled in no less than six hours of class and maintain • 
satisfactory grades in order to sustain employment. 

The federal ~·nd Texas programs are distinguished only 
by their source of funding. The federal program is handled 
through the federal government, whereas the Texas pro
gram receives its funding from the state. 

Students who don't qualify for financial aid can still be 
employed by COM as student assistants. This, however, 
requires that the student be enrolled for a minimum of six 

hours, also. They also work no more than 15 hours a week 
and are paid $5.65 an ho.ur. · 

The only difference between college work study stu
dents and student assistants is the name which, according 
to Financial Aid Specialist Lori Boyd, "is used to distin
guish the programs from one another because their fund
ing is received from different sources." 
· As long as a student meets all the requirements, getting 
employed at COM is a relatively simple task as Boyd ex
plains: "To apply foF-ajob on campus, a student needs to 
comple\e the student employment packet, proyide two 
forms of identification and schedule an appointment with 
Rebecca Miles ( director of Student Financial Aid) for an 
application." 

Those interested in either of these programs should con
tact Miles in the Administration Building or by phone at 
(409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 246. 

COM also has a co-op progam available to students, 
allowing them to work up to 20 hours a week. This is a 
work agreement between the student and professor. Fi
nancial Aid is not involved in the hiring of co-op students 
except to .process the applications to get the student on 
the COM payroll. 



PTK Inductees hold their candles during the induction ceremony Nov. 5 in the Learning Resources Auditorium, 
L-131. The candles were used to symbolize the light of knowledge. Inductees passed the light from candle to 
candle. A reception followed in the atrium of the Math-Science Building. (Photo by April Brandon) 

Honor society inducts 47 new members 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Staff Reporter 

The Sigma Delta chapter of the Phi Theta Kappa honor 
society at College of the Mainland inducted 47 new mem
bers Nov. 5. 

At the induction students were recognized for meeting 
the membership requirements set by the international so
ciety. Membership requirements to join PTK are havLng a 
3.6 grade point average, having completed 12 college • 
hours at COM and currently being enrolled in a college 
level class at COM. 

Chapter President Fabian Sifuentes opened the cer
emony by welcoming COM administration, faculty and 
the Galveston College PTK chapter. Simone Rieck, chap
ter vice president, then introduced Dr. Renate True, COM 
anatomy and physiology professor. She spoke to the au
dience about her experience as one of the first five women 
aquanauts in 1970. She was asked to speak at the induc-

tion because the PTK international study topicwas water. 
This year's induction was different from previous in

ductions in style. COM chapter officers throughout the 
year attended various inductions from other chapters. The 
ideas gathered were combined to make this fall's induc
tion more formal than in previous years. A candle-was 
used in the ceremony to symbolize the light of knowl
edge. Instead of individuals lighting their candles from a 
maiu. candle, inductees passed the light from candle to 
candle. 

A reception to honor the new inductees was held in the 
atrium of the Math-Science Building after the ceremony. 
Refreshments and punch were served while members were 
given the opportunity to meet one another. 

The next induction will be held in the spring. 
For more information on becoming a PTK member, call 

( 409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8858 for adviser Leslie 
Richardson at Ext. 329 or adviser Cindy Lucas at Ext. 
326. 

Captivating comedy charms COM critic 
By MA'TI'HEW JOST 
Staff Reporter 

Other People's Money, the College of the Mainland 
Arena Theatre's newest production which opened Oct. 26, 
will be playing through Nov. 19 Thursdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 

Full of humor and clever dialogue, it was written by 
award-winning playwright Jerry Sterner. Jack Westin di
rects actors Jacki Bynum (Kate), Danny Sorge (Garfinkle), 
Rick Watson (Coles), Phyllis Dorflinger (Bea) and V.W. 
Uher (Jorgenson). The actors pu_t on a powerful and amus
ing performance. 

Watson, Dorflinger and Uher portray the members of a 

Rhode Island wire and cable company whose foundation 
is based on good morals and tradition. They struggle 
against a self-indulgent stock market player (Sorge), who 
is attempting to buy out the company. Bynum, portraying 
a lawyer and Dorflinger's daughter, serves as a go be
tween and becomes part of a suprise ending. 

The actors' drama!ic performance of this enthralling 
story keeps the audience captivated as character interac
tions take numerous, unexpected and often funny turns. 

Noticible effort was put into the set. It is arranged as a 
menagerie of filing cabinets, shelves, desks and various 
other objects to render a cluttered feel. The music reflects 
the same image set by the stage, with an edge of humor. 
In unison with the well-placed lighting, the observer has 
no difficulty in becoming absorbed by the aIIJbiance of . 
this enjoyable story. 

An audience need not even be fond of plays to be able 
to enjoy a few good laughs and appreciate the talent pro
jected by the performers in this play. At the risk of spoil
ing the act, one final thing can only be said: have a good 
time and see it yourself. 

For tickets, call theArena Theatre Box Office between 
Tuesdays and Fridays at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 345: Tickets range from $~ to $18 ba~ed on 
seating. Discounts are available for students and senior 
citizens. Children under 4 are not permitted. VISA, Dis
covery, and Mastercards are accepted. 
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New pop stars -lack 
talent, personality 

OK, I'll admit I listen to Britney Spears and 
N'SYNC, and who wouldn't? It's really happy, 
warm and breezy music, that for right now at 
least, is really hot. 

But let's face it, when Britney is 30 years old, 
no one is going to want to hear her sing" . .'. 
Baby One More Time." The fact of the matter 

.is, in today's overcrowded pop-music market, 
there is too much fluff and not enough heartfelt 
music. Everything is about good times and true 
love, but not the kind of music adults can relate 
to. All the music is generated toward the 
Pokemon generation and like.Pokemon it will 
not stand the test of time. 

When my mom was growing up there were 
the Temptations and the Supremes, and even 
though my mother and I have a 26-year age 
difference, we both can enjoy this music. 

I work in a music store and I see the look of 
horror on parents' faces when they are forced to 
buy these bubble-gum groups, and I honestly 
don't think they will want to enjoy it with their 
children. 

There are just no original acts anymore. I 
mean how many cute boy bands are out there? 

• Can you even count them all? Oh, and let's not 
even bring up all the blonde teen-age girls 
parading across our television screens, con
stantly flashing us with their overabundance of 
cleavage. 

Now I know people say Madonna started out 
the same way as Britney Spears and look at her. 
Well, Madonna has changed as the music 
market has changed. If she still used the same 
formula she used when she first appeared on 
the scene, who would want to listen to her 
music? 

Music is all about being passionate about 
what you play and believing in the words you 
sing. It's about being inventive enough to stay 
popular and passionate enough to say what's on 
your mind. Everyone today is worried about 
offending people so much that they're scared to 
make music that might go against the grain. I 
personally don't know how long this group of 
pop artists will stick around, but if their 15 
minutes continues into the future, I hope they 
get enough courage to speak their own minds, 
and enough talent to write and produce their 
own music. 

Editor's note: Tammie (,etroise's name was 

inadverta{ltly left off the staff picture caption in the 

October issue of lnterCOM on Page 7. _ 

-TNSA sponsors two events 
The Texas Nurses StudentAssociation at College of the 

Mainland will sponsor two e~ents this November. • 
On Nov. 16 from 3:30-5:30 p.m. the association will 

sponsor a Lice Awareness Screening Project for the com
munity in the parking lot of Kmart in Texas City. ·· 

On Nov. 20 the association will have a Thanksgiving 
Food Drive in the nursing department office of the Tech
nicalNocational Building. Donations of canned goods 
and/or $2 will be appreciated. 
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Campus Life 

Ramona Benton, director of Consumer and Family Education for the Gulf Coast Center, discusses some of the 
symptoms of depression, warning signs of suicide, sugg~stions of intervention and statistics of completed and 
attempted suicides at the seminar Oct. 26 in the LAC Auditorium L-131. (Photo by Sharon Kershaw Boult) 

Depression, suicide focus of seminar 
By SHARON KERSHAW BOULT 
Staff Reporter 

What would you do if a friend or family member told 
you he was thinking about killing himself? How can you 
recognize\.the legitimate signs of a person in a state of 
depression or on the verge of suicide? 

Ramona Benton, director of Consumer and Family 
Education for the Gulf Coast Center, answered these 
questions in her seminar, Depression & Suicide: How to 
Cope & How to Help Others, at 12:30 p.m. in the Col
lege of the Mainland Leaming Resources Center Audi
torium Oct. 26. 

Benton, who has a master of science degree in guid
ance and counseling, addressed symptoms of depression, 
warning signs of suicide, Suggestions of intervention and ·· 
facts and statistics of completed and attempted suicides. 
She stated the highest rates Qf suicide in the United States 
are for white men over the age of 50. 

She also gave information concerning suic;ide among 
youths within special populations-Hispanic, African 
American and caucasions-to educate the audience of 
the increase in suicide within these groups. For people 
15-24 years old; suicide is the third leading cause of 
death, behind unintentional injury and homicide .. Fr9m 
1952-1996, the suicide rate among young adults nearly 

·tripled. 
Benton explained the risk for suicide among young 

people is greatest among young white males; however, 
from 1980-1996, suicide rates increased most rapidly 
among young black males. The strongest risk factors for 
attempted suicide in youths are depression, alcohol or 
other drug use, and aggressive or disruptive behaviors: 

According to material handed out by Benton, gay and 
lesbian youths are two to three times more likely to com
mit suicide than other youths, and 30 percent of all at
tempted or completed youth suicides are related to issues 
of sexual identity. More research still needs to be done in 
this area of association between suicide risk and bisexu
ality or homosexuality for youths, particularly males. 

Some symptoms of depression include sadness, hope
lessness, discouragement, "down in the dumps," and/or a 
depressed mood or loss of interest or pleasure in all or 
almost all activities; significant weight loss or weight gain 
insomnia or hypersomnia (too much sleep), fatigue or loss 
of energy; feelings of worthlessness or excessive or inap
propriate guilt; diminished ability to think or concentrate 
or indecisiveness; and recurrent thoughts of death, recur
rent suicidal thoughts without a specific plan, or a suicide 
attempt or a specific plan for committing suicide. 

Benton also discussed the process of grieving within a 
family that has lost a loved one to suicide. She empha
sized grieving is an individual experience and the time 
frame is different for each person. Talking about the cir
cumstances and feelings associated with grieving is an 
important step to work through in the grief proc;ess. Is
sues of grief can come back on holidays or anniversaries, 
so special care should be taken. to connect with support
ive and caring people. 

Anyone wanting general non-emergency information 
or assistance concerning depression or suicide, may call 
the Gulf Coast Center at 1 (800) 304-4868. A special cri
sis intervention emergency telephone line (open 24 hours 
a day) is available at 1 (800) 643-0967 to provide assis
tance through the Gulf Coast Center if a person is con
templating suicide and needs immediate attention. 

Police Team considers RAD classes 
Continued from Page 1 

This is the second incident reported to COM police; 
the first incident occurred in September and was reported 
in the InterCOM October issue, Page 1. At that time, Carr 
emphasized the importance of reporting anything strange 

· or out of place immediately to police. He added the po
lice can't help if they aren't made aware of problems. 

More than a-year ago Rape Aggression Defense classes 

were given through the COM physical education depart
ment by former COM Police Officer Jeanette Slaughter. 
She now works the front desk of the Gym, so these classes 
are no longer available. 
. When asked if he had considered reinstating the classes 

at COM, Carr said, "If we have enough response from 
students and faculty, we'd be glad to hold as many classes 
as it takes· to get everyone safe." 

Community members 
honored at banquet 
Continued from Page 1 

When interviewed later about being the Estrella Award 
recipient, Jimenez said, "I feel very humbled and hon
ored. I'm just a server." 

The award was presented by Roy Davila, a COM Board 
of Trustees member and 1999 Estrella Award recipient. 

Jimenez, principal of the Alternative Leaming Center 
for the Texas City Independent School District, earned a 
bachelor's degree at Sam Houston State University in 
Huntsville. Then after serving in the U.S. Army, he ea!'fied 
a master's degree at the University of Houston. 

Zaragoza, who has been the DARE coordinator for the 
Texas City Police Department since 1996, earned a 
bachelor's degree in criminal justice and will soon have 
a master's degree in sociology. 

Hernandez, who grew up in the barrios of Houston dur
ing the '50s and '60s, has an associate's degree from COM 
and a bachelor's degree from the University of Houston. ., 

Salazar, a U.S. Marine Corps veteran, advanced his third 
grade education to three years of college and rose from 
private to captain during his 22 years of service. After 
retiring, he completed.his bachelor's degree. 

Texas City Mayor Carlos Garza was a special guest 
and keynote speaker at the dinner. HOLA presented him 
with a ceramic platter, handmade by Michael_ Anthony 
Garza, a COM art department alumnus. 

HOLA member and COM employee Elizabeth Hasserd 
addressed the audience and gave "special thanks to (COM 
president) Dr. Hayes who has made a special commit
ment for diversity at COM." Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes 
provided the funding for the dinner. 

·on Oct.12, Dr. Hinojosa gave an historical perspective 
of the struggles for assimilation by Hispanics in the United 
States. He presented his lecture on Cultural Identity and 
Assimilation at 9:30 a.m. at COM and at 7 p.m. at the 
Chuck Doyle Convention .Center in Texas City. Mayor 
Garza. donated the use of the convention center. 

Dr. Hinojosa spoke about the socio-economic and cul
tural dynamics which contributed to greater integration 

See Lecture Page 11 

Tim Zaraoza (right) accepts the Estrella Award on 
behalf of his uncle, Jaime Jimenez, atthe HOLA dinner 
Oct. 15 from Roy Davila, the 1999 Estrella Award 
winner. The award honors community members who 
work together. with COM for the educational advance
ment of Hispanics. (Photo by Sharon Kershaw Boult) 



The childcare students held Halloween parties Oct. 31 in the childcare lab. Pictured in the yellow room are (from 
left) Riley Hanson, 3; Candace Hanson, lab student and parent; Liam Donovan, 3; Christina Selinidis, lab student; 
and Brandon Stark, 3. (Photo by Michelle Fichera) 

Teacher proud to be among those honored 
Continued from Page 1 
against them." 

Planning to teach high school English and social stud
ies, Dr. Stephenson attended the University of Texas at 
Austin where she received a bachelor's degree in English 
and social studies, with a ·secondary teaching certificate. 
After being chosen to teach reading as a studenneacher, 
she attended Southern Methodist University in Dallas and 
received a master's degree in reading and educational re
search. She then turned down a graduate fellowship from 
the University of Georgia to come to COM. 

While working at COM, she also attended classes at 
the University of Houston central campus and received a 

doctorate in curriculum and instruction with an emphasis 
in reading and public school administration in 1978. 

"I was deeply honored to receive the award," she said. 
"Some really outstanding educators have won this in the 
past, and I'm excited to be a part of them." 

Dr. Stephenson has been at COM 31 years and has 
served on numerous committees. She was active in sev
eral retention and curriculum committees, as well as work
ing with the nursing faculty. Dr. Stephenson has received 
other awards for her accomplishments, including the In
ternational Reading Association Literacy Award in 1985. 
She also has been selected ro Outstanding Young Women 
of America twice. • 

Lecture, art celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month 
Continued from Page 11 

of Hispanics into mainstream America. 
"During World War II, Hispanics proportionally earned 

the greatest number of medals," he said. "The veterans 
began using the GI Bill and other benefits. This gave them 
an opportunity for a piece of the American Dream." 

Dr. Hinojosa's lecture was made possible by COM Art 
Gallery Director Janet Hassinger, who prepared and re
ceived a grant for the lecture. She opened both lectures 
with a slide show about From Root to Flower, a COM 
gallery exhibit by Hispanic artists, Sept. 14-Oct. 19. 

The exhibit by Elena Lopez-Poirot, Kathy Vargas, 
Rolando Briseno, Angel Rodriguez-Diaz and Luis Jimenez 
depict~d Hispanic culture with a kaleidoscope of photo
graphs, paintings and sculptures, featuring artistic values 
in ethnic roots, family memories, language and the ori
gins of typical Mexican cuisine. 

Lopez-Poirot recycles objects from her past to create 
three-dimensional expressions of memories. Her s~ulp
ture "Temporal Beauty," two hands (molded from her 
hands) knitting a tunic of rose petals, is a reminder of Juan 
Diego, the Mexican Indian who in the 17th century saw 
an apparition of the Virgin Mary, who made roses appear 
as proof of her visitation. Diego picked the roses into his 
tunic, and when he showed them to the bishop, the image 
of the Virgin appeared on his tunic. 

Vargas creates a hand-colored photographic mantle of 
seasons and family with careful use of light evoking loss 
and regrowth. "Vargas' work mourns the passing of her 
parents and celebrates the absolutes of family with their 
intimate relationships," Hassinger writes in a brochure-

about the artists' works. This concept is evident in Vargas' 
"Cuerpo de Luto" (Body of Mourning) photograph. 

Briseno's works seem to radiate from his "Moctezuma's 
Table," a circular acrylic painting with colorful images 
of"dishes that speak to you," Briseno said. "I paint about 
anything that has to do with mythology and tradition." 
The work, a concentration of culinary culture with its vast 
array of indigenous foods such as cactus, is painted on a 
tablecloth to show the permeation of Mexican culture. 

Rodriguez-Diaz illustrates with acrylic oils on canvas 
his themes of anthropomorphisms in self-portraits. He 
uses rich colors-yellows, greens and reds-in his por
traits and combines the butterfly and the jaguar with hu
man forms to produce his themes. "It is intriguing to cap
ture through the face who the person is about," Rodriguez
Diaz said of his "Self-Portrait in Green." 

Jimenez's blue fiberglass sculpture "Mustang".and his 
painting "Fiesta Dancers" were on display courtesy of 
the Moody Gallery in Galveston. According to the bro
chure, Jimenez "creates a monumental affirmation of life" 
in his sculpture and painting. 

On Sept. 26 at COM, Dr. Carmen Tafolla, in her one
woman show, With our Own Names, offered a glimpse of 
the plight Hispanics suffered being assimilated into 
American culture, specifically the schools, where at one 
time they were not allowed to speak Spanish. See related 
Page 1 story "Chicana storyteller visits COM, personi
fies poetry," in the October lnterCOM. 

The Student Activities Board Welcome Kickoff was 
launched Sept. 12 "'.'ith a Hispanic theme highlighted by 
Mexican food sponsored by the COM Amigos. 

• 
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60 new voters signed up 
by OAAC voters drive 
By SHARON KERSHAW BOULT 
Staff Reporter 

The Organization of African American Culture spon
sored a voter registration drive beginning Sept. 28. The 
OAAC members set up a table in the College of the Main
land Student Center every Thursday from 12:30-1 :30 p.m. 
to register voters. 

Voter registration cards were collected in mail bins. The 
last day of the drive was held in the Student Center from 
12:30-1 p.m. Oct. 10, the cutoff date for new registra
tions and address changes. 

OAAC advi~er Jeanette Slaughter explained, "The pur
pose of the drive is to get as many people to register to· 
vote regardless of race, religion or party affiliation." 

The on-campus drive resulted in 60 registered voters 
for the Nov. 7 election. 

Marco Rodriguez, father of a COM student, had come 
to the Student Center to pick up his daughter. He had not 
yet registered to vote and was glad to have an opportu
nity to do so through OAAC. 

A drawing was held at 1 p.m. Oct. 10 from the tickets 
for registered voters for an Aiwa digital audio sound sys
tem. The winne_r of the drawing was Donna M. Allen, a 
COM employee in computer services. 

For reference in future elections, if a person has previ
ously registered to vote and does not have a voter regis
tration certificate at the time of the election, he or she can 
bring a valid driver's license or valid ID to vote. 

To replace a lost voter registration certificate call Vickie 
Socias, supervisor of the Voter Registration Department 
for the Galveston County Courthouse at ( 409) 766-2280. 

SAB to sponsor AIDS seminar. 
The Student Activities Board will sponsor the AIDS 

presentation, For Those Who Think It Would Not Hap
pen To Them, Nov. 16 at 12:30 p.m. in the Leaming Re
sources Center Auditorium, L-131. 

Andrew McPhaul, executive director of the AIDS Coa
lition of Coastal Texas and people living with AIDS will 
be the guest speaker. 

COM student Michelle Glenn(right) and Nancy 
Powell, secretary at St. Mary's Church hold 
board games that Students for Christ collected 
in a toy drive. The Items were donated to the 
St. Vincent Society. 
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What's Happening 

Karaoke highlight of COM Halloween party 
I • 

COM student Jenna Contenta wins the first place 
award of $10 singing "Bring It All To Me" at the 
Hallo.ween Karaoke Fest Oct. 31. Other activities 
included a guess the amount of Tootsie Rolls and 
a pie-eating contest. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

By TAMMIE LETROISE 
Staff Reporter 

Halloween .festivities at College of the Mainland 
were once again celebrated with the annual Karaoke 
Fest sponsored by the Student Activities Board. Stu
dents gathered in front of the Leaming Resources 
Center, where they were treated to free pizza; free 
sodas and the musical stylings of their fellow COM 
students. 

A contest for the best karaoke crooner as well as a 
pumpkin pie eating contest were just some of the fea
tured attractions. First place winner in the karaoke 
contest was Jenna Contenta, second place, Zack Winn 
and third place, InterCOM staff reporter Sharon 
Kershaw Boult. Contenta won · $10 and Winn and 
Boult each won $5. 

The winners of the pumpkin pie eating contest were 
Emily Hawkins and Jesse Nobles. It was a team com
petition with Hawkins feeding Nobles; they split $10. 

A party-style contest was held to guess how many 
Tootsie Rolls were in a jar. The prize for closest guess 
was a $25 gift certificate to Wal-Mart, which was won 
by student Kathy Pollard. The jar contained 613 
Tootsie Rolls. Pollard guessed 625. 

Though only a few students were costumed, the 
Halloween spirit was alive and well on some of the 
faces of students who participated in the face paint
ing. However, all students seemed to be enjoying 
themselves. 

"This is a lot of fun and the pizza is awesome," 
said.student Christina McGaffey. "I love Halloween 
at COM." 

The karaoke party will most like! y be a part of next 
year's Halloween celebration at COM. 

Students for Christ, OAAC sponsor food drive 
Once again Students for Christ and the Organization of 

African American Culture are sponsoring an annual food 
drive at College of the Mainland. 

Beginning Oct. 17 and ending Nov. 17, bins have been 
set up around campus to collect donations of canned goods 
and non-perishable items. Bins are located i~ the Gym 
lobby, the Technical/Vocational Building, the Library 
lobby, the Student Center, the top floor of the Learning 
Resources Center, the Administration Building and in the 
atrium of the Math-Science Building. 

Previous food drives sponsored by the OAAC and Stu
dents for Christ have been very successful. Jeanette 
Slaughter, OAAC c_1dviser, believes there is no specific 
purpose for the food drive except "the spirit of giving." 

II 

I 

The donated food will be given to shelters or needy 
families. 

The organizations are still discussing who will receive 
the food, so if you know of a family in need or have ques
tions, call Slaughter at ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 422, or see her in the Gym lobby. 

Nov.U 
SIUdcnt Flag Foodlall tournament @ 3 p.m. at 
lootball field 
Auditions: The Taming of the Shn;w@7 p.m. in 
Fine AI1s Building 
International Education Week Nov. 13-17 

Nov.14 
COM Investment group meeting@ 12:30 p.m. in 
u1lmcy mezzanine 
Srudents tor Christ Thanksgiving Prayer Service and 
Limcheon@ 12:30 p.m. in P-!'18 
free Snack Night for evening student, 5:30 p.m.-
7:30 p.m in LRC 
Fo,>I Reflexology Workshop@· 6:30 p.m. in P-112 

UpCOMing Events 
Nov.JS 
24th Annual Turkey Trot fun Run/Walk@8 a.m. 

Nov.19 
Soceer game (!!> 3 p.m. at Countryside Park 
rmal pertormance Other People~ Money@8 p.m. 
in COM Arena Thcatl!: 

Nov,20 
"W-day" for fall 200) 

Nov.21 
Qub Luncheon: For alJ COM club members to 
oome and share mrormation over a free lunci\ $: 
12:30 p.m. in P-11 ~ ' 

Nov. IS Nuv.22 
SIUdenVEmployee 3-on-3 Basketball :foumament (p Outdoor Oub trip to Big Bend National Park and 
2 p.m. in Gym canoe trip on !lie Rio Grandc (g/ 5:30 p.m. through 

11126@ 2 p.m. 
Nov.16 
AJDS presentation: For those who. think it would not Nov. 23-26 
happen to them@ 12:30 p.m. in L-131 Ounpv,; closed for Thanksgiving Holidays 

Nov. 17 Nov. 27 
Last day of OAAC/Sludents for Christ Food Drive Qas,;es resume 

N<IV,27 
Book Fair 9 a.m.-2p.m. in T-V Bllilding Hallway 
Spring campus and telephone registration begins 

through Dec. 15 

Nov.28 
Srudent Concerns Forum @ 12:30 p.m. in SC Sun 
Room 
Students for Cbristclub meeting@ l'.i!:30 p.m. in P
US 

Nov.JO 
Student Government meeting@12:30 p.m. inA-148 

Dec. 7 
New Srudent Orientation (g, 10 a,m. and/or t, p.m. in 
SIUdent Center 
Holiday Pany @ I 2:30 p.m. in Student Center 

Oec.8 
COM foundation SIUclent/Donor Luncheon@ 11:30 
a.m. in Srudent Center . 
Dec. ts 
Last class day 
Grades due in Admissions Office by 4 p.m. 

People Speak Out 
By InterCOM Editor and Staff 

On Oct. 12 the USS Cole, a U.S. Navy ship, was 
bombed while refueling in Aden, Yemen. The 
bombing was a suicide mission against the United 
States. Seventeen sailors were killed and 39 injured. 
Three failed attempts preceded this attack. 

lnterCOM asked: "With the recent attack on the 
USS Cole, what action do you think the U.S. gov
ernment should take to prevent future attacks on 
U.S. citizens in the Middle East?" 

Gene Alvarez: I think 
the government should 
have informatives that 
report on terrorism that 
may be carried out 
against the U.S. 

Chris Boyd: I think that 
there should be higher 
security for the U.S. 
military and more politi
cal pressure to protect 
citizens. That would be 
the only legitimate use 
of power. 

Ralph Gracia: The U.S. 
is doing everything they 
can. You really can't be 
too careful. I'm reason
ably sure they use pre
cautions to avoid this. 

Dr. Mark Sanders: Re
define Middle East poli
cies. Find a more uni
versal approach to the 
problem. 

Kristin Catching: 
They should have had 
people check around 
the boat and been sure 
they were clear of en
emy activity. 

Tiffany Blaylock: 
Don't fight other 
people's wars. I think 
that the U.S. wouldn't 
have half the problems 
if they minded their own 
business. Stay out of it 
like Canada does. 

James McGarvey: The 
U.S. should put the 
threat of fear into them. 
Sitting by passively 
only encourages the vio
lent behavior. 

Tamisha Brown: Talk 
to the other countries. 
Too much killing is go
ing on. Come together 
and talk it out. 



Foundation Scholarships information 
See Page2 

History of Mardi Gras 
See Page3 

Sex Bowl Game Show 
See Page 7 

--•• ''"!,:"'-;~ ---"•·•· - -, -- -,Jt·1 

February 
2001 

TIPA Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

-COM photography art winner Tamisha Franklin (third from left} placed second in the GCIC Student Art 
Competition 2001. The other COM students whose work was accepted are (from left) Cindy Newberry, 
Glena Schlehuber, Angie McClanahan, Rhonda Gould and Mayuko Gray. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

GCIC accepts 8 art pieces from 7 students 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

College of th~. Mainland photography student 
Tamisha Franklin won second place in the recent GCIC 
Student Art Competition 2001. An awards ceremony 
was held in the student center art gallery at San Jacinto 
College South Feb. 8. 

The artwork of six other COM students was accepted 
into the competition, juried by Kim Davenport, who is 
curator and director of the Rice University Art Gallery 
in Houston. 

All 14 community colleges in the Gulf Coast Inter
collegiate Conference were allowed to enter 10 pieces. 
This year eight pieces from seven COM students were 

accepted into the art exhibit which opened Feb. 9 and 
runs through March 1. 

In addition to second place, Franklin was awarded 
$300 for her winning photograph of a model in an arm
chair. The black and white photo was a cross between 
fashion and portrait photograohy. 

The other COM students whose work was accepted 
into competition are Cindy Newberry, photo; Rhonda 
Gould, photo; Angie Mcclanahan, photo; Glena 
Schlehuber, sculpture and charcoal drawing; Christina 
Nead, drawing; and Mayuko Gray, drawing. 

COM art and photography professor, Mona Marshall, 
proudly announced the accomplishments of her stu
dents. "All ofus on the faculty are incredibly proud of 
the level of work our students are doing_;, , 

COM emphasizes 
Black History Month 
By TAMMIE LETROISE 
Guest Reporter 

In recognition of Black History Month, College of the 
Mainland hosted a number of activities for the month of 
February, with several events still to come. 

One of the events which took place Feb. 17, featured 
former COM professor Dr. Lee McGriggs· and gospel 
singers Rev. Tim McGee and Hope Carter in the Student 
Center. Dr. McGriggs presented his speech, Achieving a 
Dream; h~ outlined six ways to focus on the future: edu
cation, economics, equality, ethics, environment and ex
cellence. In closing, Carter sang several songs in a pow
erful voice that moved the audience. McGee accompa
nied her on the piano. 

TABPHE (Texas Association of Black Personnel in 
Higher Education) Awareness Day will be observed in 
the Student Center Friday, Feb. 23, at noon. COM his
tory professor Dr. Manuel Urbina will be the guest musi
cian at Greater Barbours Chapel Baptist Church in Texas 

See Black History Page 7 

Gospel singer Hope Carter sings following a speech 
by Dr. Lee McGriggs Feb. 17 in honor of Black His
tory Month. · (Photo by April Brandon) 

Domestic violence results in death of three children 
By MATTHEW JOST 
Copy Editor 

There would be "grave consequences" warned Timo
thy Lee Rumsey of Katy, if Houston's Special Weapons 
And Tactics team did not back off. This and the following 
information about the Rumsey killing was collected from 
several issues of the Houston Chronicle, Feb. 13-18, which 
detailed this chilling story. 

Rumsey, 42, and his wife Joy, 33, had a long'history of 
arguments which often turned violent as Michigan police 
records would prove. At 9:30 a.m. Monday, Feb. 12, SWAT 
discovered that this would be the last in Rumsey's long 
history of domestic violence. 

SWAT officers quietly broke into Rumsey's home after 

a lack of contact and discovered him and three of his four 
children dead in a closet in the master bedroom. 

Kirstie, 7, Dylan, 9, and step-daughter Brittany Whalen, 
11, were shot twice each: once in the head and once in the 
body, according to Katy Police Chief Robert Frazier. 

Daughter Haylee, 2, was in critical condition from a gun
shot wound to the left arm, and Rumsey had a self-in
flicted bullet wound to the head. 

Because-tragic episodes like Rumsey's are unfortunately 
common, College of the Mainland sponsored a domestic 
violence workshop Feb. 15 to assist potential victims in 
recognizing signs of abuse, as well as where to go to re-
ceive help. . 

Rumsey's tirade began like ma,ny others throughout his 
fragile marriage: a day long argument full of threats which, 

this time, turned uglier than any before. Fearful of 
Rumsey's capacity for violence, Joy fled the home to 
report the dispute to Katy police late that night in hopes 
of getting her children away from him. 

When police called the home, Rumsey warned that he 
was armed and would take action if they intervened. 
Quickly realizing that he was dealing with a hostage situ
ation, Frazier called for the Houston SWAT officers. 

Not wanting to incite Rumsey to violence, police met 
his demands to keep their d · tance and tried to maintain 
contact with him in an effort to negotiate. Rumsey, who 
had been arrested on similar charges before, asked if po
lice considered him an "idiot" or a "moron" for expect
ing him to cooperate. 

See SAB Page 7 
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Editorials/News 

2001: 

ITs TIME WE SEKT A CLEAR MESSACE 

TO SA~~AM HUSSEIN: THIS BEHAVIOR 
WILL NO LONGER &E TOLERATEP! 

Blood donors rewarded with T-shirts 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Seventy-eight people gave the "gift of life" at the blood 
d ive hosted by the Student Activities Board on Feb. 6 
and Feb. 7 from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the College of the 
Mainland Student Center. 

The Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center once again ad
ministered the biannual event. 

The Blood Center, which supplies blood to several hos
pitals in the Galveston area, has administered blood drives 
at COM for a number of years. 

On Feb. 6, 33 units of blood were collected of which 
27 were whole blood units and six were double red cell 

units. Seven people were deferred because they did not 
meet the qualifications to donate. 

On Feb. 7, 45 units were collected of which 31 were 
whole blood units and 14 double red cell units. There were 
10 deferrals. Free T-shirts were given to all donators. 

In order to give whole blood units, a person must meet 
certain requirements including being 18-70 years old, hav
ing a minimum weight of 110 pounds, not having taken 
certain medications within a 24 hour period and not hav
ing given blood within the past eight weeks. , 

To give double red blood cells, separate requirements 
must be met, including a specific height and weight range 
and having type "O" blood, either negative or positive. 

The next blood drive will be held Oct. 2-3. 

Writing Center open 
to all COM students 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Humanities Team is of
fering writing tutorials at the Writing Center. The tutori
als will no longe.r be held in Suit._e B of the LRC. 

The Writing Cent~r has been relocated to the right-hand 
comer of the mezzanine upstairs in the Leaming Resources 
Center Library. Signs are posted in the library to assist 
students with locating the center's office. 

The center, staffed by English professors, is available 
to students needing help with brainstorming, focusing on 
one idea, clarifying topics, overcoming writing weak
nesses and developing writing strengths. However, the 
center's tutors will not edit papers, rewrite sentences, pro
vide topics or discuss grades given by other professors, 
said Writing Center director, Dr. Gilchrist White. 

The Developmental Writing Lab professors tutor in L-
248 of the LRC; they are available to students needing 

' help with grammar or mechanical pr(?blems._ Computer
aided instruction also is available in L-248. 

An e-mail address also is set up for students whose 
schedules do not allow them to meet with the tutors. Stu
dents may e-mail specific questions about their papers to 
<writingcenter@mail.mainland.cc.tx.us>. They should 
not e-mail their papers without addressing specific con
cerns. Dr. White hopes to answer e-mails within 24 hours. 

The Writing Center hours are Mondays, Tuesdays anµ 
Wednesdays 8:30-9:30 a.m. with Dr. Drew Nelson; Mon
days and Wednesdays 3:30-4:50 p.m. with Ouida 
Sanmann; Tuesdays 1:30-2:50 p.m. and 4:30-5:45 p.m. 
with Brenda Brown; Thursdays 9-9:30 a.m. and 11-1:30 
p.m. with Dr. Mark Sanders and 4:30-5:45 with Astrid H. 
Lowery; and Fridays 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. with Dr. White. 

Developmental Writing Lab hours are Mondays 12:30-
1 :50 p.m. with Clint Hunter; Mondays and Tuesdays 2-
3:20 p.m. with Carolyn Sharer; Tuesdays and Thursdays 
11-12:20 p.m. with Dr. Janith Stephenson, reading pro
fessor, and Thursdays· 8-9:30 a.m. again with Hunter. 

For questions call (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 220, Writing Center, or Ext. 218, Developmental Lab. 
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Would you like to be awarded a scholarship for all th~ 
hard work you have accomplished in school? The College 
of the MainJand Foundation awards scholarships to stu
dents for their hard work and dedication. 

The COM Foundation offers an array of scholarships 
for full-time, part-time, non-credit and vocational students. 
Each year the Foundation awards 100 scholarships to stu
dents with different majors and career aspirations. 

The Foundation is a non-profit organization that receives 
funds from donors who fund scholarships on an annual or 
one-time basis. 

The deadline to apply for a scholarship for next year is 
March 31. Applic.:ations may be picked up in the Founda
tion Office in the Administration Building. 

If a student is awarded a scholarship, it will be appli
.cable for the fall 2001 and spring 2002 semesters. The 
scholarships, however, do not pay for summer school. 

If students want to apply for several scholarships, they 
must fill out applications for each one individually. The 
Foundation scholarships are for use at COM only. No stu
dent will be denied a scholarship based. on sex, race, color, 
religion or age. 
. Each scholarship has different criteria. Some scholar

ships have no restrictions such as a specific grade point 
average, declared major or enrollment in a certain num
ber of credit hours. Others have requirements, such as 

'" 

having at least 12 credit hours, a minimum grade point 
average of 3.0 and a declared major. 

For students without a declared major, 28 scliolarships 
are available ... At least a third of the scholarships have ex-
tremely flexible requirements. · 

Students might face one problem when applying for 
scholarships. The Foundation Office is not the central 
place for scholarships. The Student Financial Services 
office also has applications for 80 scholarships offered 
per year. The money totals more than $100,000 a year. 
The scholarships the Financial Services office offers are 
transferrable to other schools depending on the donors ' 
requirements. The funding Financial Services receives 
comes from outside donors who pick the students spe
cifically for the scholarships. Amelang hopes that by next 
year "there will be one central place for ev~ryone to ap-

., ply." 
Last year the Foundation awarded 100 students schol

arships. One hundred ·and twenty· students applied. Un
fortunately, four scholarships did not get awarded because 
no one had the specific majors these scholarships required. 

"Scholarships are for anyone who is interested in re-
. ceiving one," Amelang said. "Not everyone will be 

awarded one, but at least they applied and tried their hard
est. Students have to keep in mind that there are scholar
ships for every type of student enrolled here at COM." 

For more information on scholarships contact Mary Ann 
Amelang, COM Foundation executive director, at ( 409) 
938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 508, or Becky Miles, 
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Galveston hosts Mardi Gras parades 
By JON NELSON 
Staff Reporter 

You might wonder what pancakes have to do with Mardi 
Gras, or why some Catholics and Protestants still call it 
Pancake Day. 

Fat Tuesday, which falls between Feb. 2 and March 9-
this year on Feb. 27-closes the pre-Lenten season. It is a 
literal translation of what the French call Mardi Gras. The 
name originated from the custom of marching a fatted ox 
through the streets of Paris on Fat Tuesday. 

There are, of course, other names for the Old World 
holiday. The Germans call it Fetter Dienstag. In England 
it is known as Shrove Tuesday-the Shrove part coming 
from the "shrives," or penances, that contrite worshipers 
said throughout the Middle Ages. 

Yet long after the Reformation there are still those who 
squeeze in the last-minute eggs and fat, eating pancakes 
that will be given up for the Lenten fasts following Ash 
Wednesday, the day that inaugurates the Lenten season. 

In 1930 English poet T.S. Eliot wrote his conversion 
poem "Ash Wednesday" about the spiritual meaning of 
the transition into Lent through the eyes of a penitent. In 
it he mentioned "those who are torn on the horn between 

season and season," an allusion to Paris' fat ox, but now 
a condition which many become acutely aware of the 
morning after a night of celebrating . 

The atmosphere that makes the American holiday 
commerically successful is about as authentically French 
as EuroDisney. Yet Americans love it. In England, they 
just get out and play soccer, maybe show off the horses. 

Our own public celebration of Mardi Gras on Galveston 
Island goes back to 1867, but it was 17 years ago that 
George P. Mitchell, a local Galveston developer, adopted 
the French holiday that to most Americans is synonymous 
with parades, drinking, beads and New Orleans. 

This year Jive entertainment will be set up on a stage 
located at 23rd and Strand streets from 7 p.m. to mid
night on Friday, Feb. 23. The Saturday entertainment be
gins at 10 a.m. and lasts until midnight on Feb. 24. Al
though Friday admission is $10 at the gate, tickets can be 
purchased through Ticketmaster for $5. Saturday admis
sion is $15 at the gate and $10 through Ticketmaster. 

On Feb. 24, shuttle buses will run every 30 minutes. 
For more information on the shuttles call the Island Tran
sit at ( 409) 797-3900. 

For tickets to Mardi Gras call (713) 639-3700. 
For pancakes you could try IHOP. 

Americans need to change 'SAD' habits 
By DAVID WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

Just about everyone could use some help when it comes 
to nutrition, and that is why Dr. Steven Whiting, who 
works for the Institution of Nutritional Science, gave a 
lecture on nutrition at College of the Mainland Jan. 31. 
His mission was not to explain what, but rather how Jack 
of proper nutrition affects people's health. • 

The main focus of his presentation was diabetes and 
why it is so common. He also spoke about arteriosclero
sis (the hardening of the artery walls) and why physicians 
think it is caused by too much cholesterol. 

Whiting said that diabetes is prevalent because people 
are SAD. Not "sad" but SAD, meaning the Standard 
American Diet, a diet that is spreading more and more 
throughout the world. This diet consists of high fats, small 
amounts of fruits and vegetables, and a lot of deep-fried 
food. Whiting said the way to cut the negative effects of 
this diet is to change eating habits. 

1. People should eliminate all vegetable oil except ol
ive oil which is a monosaturate, meaning it does not bond 
with oxygen like other vegetable oils. 

2. People should have a moderate fat intake. 
3. They should eat raw foods such as fruits and veg

etables because when heat is applied, the nutrients are 
removed from the food. 

4. People should eat more high protein foods, and they 

should exercise because the heart is a muscle and the heart 
needs to be "worked." 

Whiting also spoke about arteriosclerosis which, ac
cording to physicians, is caused by too much cholesterol. 
Cholesterol is vital to sustain life. If the level ever drops 
below 150 percent, the chance of a brain hemorrhage in
creases 10 fold. Also, whereas 90 percent of cholesterol 
is created by the body, only 10 percent is consumed. Whit
ing explained that over tinie arteries become weak and 
eventually break, causing a hole. When blood passes over 
the hole, it patches the artery just like a scab on the skin 
does. This scab causes a calcium buildup which in turn 
attra~ts or collects cholesterol causing the hardening of 
tlie arteries. So when doctors perform hea_rt surgery, Whit
ing said, they see cholesterol in the arteries and that is 
why cholesterol has such a bad reputation. 

According to an e-mail announcing Dr. Whiting's lec
ture, he has appeared on hundreds of television and radio 
programs in the United States and Europe. He also has 
written several books, the latest of which is You Can Be 
Well At Any Age: Your Definitive Guide To Health And 
Longevity. _ 

Whiting said people can do several things to help them
selves from becoming a negative health statistic: stop 
abusing prescription drugs, the fifth leading cause of 
death; start getting all required nutrients, more than 100 
are needed daily; arid eat healthy today to help your.body 
tomorrow. 

The COM Student Government presents COMunity with a certificate of appreciation. COMunity don~ted funds to 
the Student Government to assist with their Christmas food drive. The funds were then distibuted to needy 
students on campus. Pictured from left are Anthony Castelline, Marlo Lazano, James Shippy, Diane Faust, Alice 
Watford, Dana Sparling, Robin Larson, Michele Nguyen and Amelio Vega. (Photo by Walter Kessler) 
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Cha~lie King and Karen Brandow perform their 
political songs Feb. 5 in the LRC-131. The couple 
who have visited COM for several years gave 
three performances. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

Folk singers relate 
life issues to music 
By JILL R. DANNER · 
Staff Reporter 

Are fairness, compassion and current events im
portant to you? Charlie King and Karen Brandow 
show they are, as they sing the blues in a grassy , 
sort of way. They gave three performances at ·col-
lege of the Mainland Feb. 5. 

The duo introduced the disturbing story of a 
woman who lost her young husband in the Viet
nam War. The music evoked the sadness experi
enced by those caught up in the war and felt used 
by the government. Although some of the songs they 
sang were written by others who felt victimized, 
Brandow said, "Charlie wrote most of the songs'." 

They also sang and educated the audiences _about 
other issues, including gays and lesbians being able 
to disclose their sexuality while in the military. They 
added," ... you're only as sick as your secret." 

When Rosa Parks chose not to move to the back 
of the bus early in the Civil Rights Movement, her 
action changed the way a large population thought.. 
Whether society was ready to listen to her or not, 
she spoke loudly and clearly, saying, "That's 
enough." And her act united many. 

One song King and Brandow sang tells how Pepsi 
Cola actually wanted to buy advertising space on 
the moon. They continued the song with, "The 
dimple on your face will be advertising space." 

The two met in a folk club in Greenwich Village, 
N. Y., and were aware of each other's passion to sing 
about social issues. They have been singing on the 
road together for three years. 

W~nt to go to Mexico? 
College of the Mainland students and members of the 

community are invited to go to Oaxaca, Mexico, with Pro
fessor Raphael Narajano July 7-Aug. 4. 

The trip to Narajano's hometown will give participants 
an opportunity to improve Spanish skills and to experi
ence one of Mexico's most beautiful cities. The summer 
program will be held at the University of Oaxaca. 

Along with the four-week option, participants can go 
on either of two separate two-week visits: July 7-July 21 
or July 21-Aug. 4. 

Up to s.ix credit hours can be earned in Spanish I, II, III 
and IV as well as continuing education units for 
multicultural experience, Spanish and history. 

For information about tuition and other costs, Chuck 
Buddenhagen can be contacted at ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 
(888) 258-8859, Ext 517. 
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Financial services 
director busy lady 
By MATTHEW JOST 
Copy Editor 

"I've been working at College of the Mainland for seven 
and a half years now," says director of Student Financial 
Services, Rebecca Miles. 

Miles is a familiar face on the COM campus. Rebecca
better known as Becky-Miles maintains a positive atti
tude and a ready smile, but her achievements prior to 
working at COM aren't so well-known. 

Miles began pursuing an education at Lamar Univer
sity in Beaumont where she acquired her bachelor's de
gree in home economics education. Following that, Miles 
earned her master's degree in behavioral science at the 
University of Houston-Clear Lake. 

After finishing college, Miles worked for the Univer
sity of Houston-Clear Lake for seven years as the associ
ate director of financial aid. After that she was employed 
by San Jacinto College as a financial aid counselor. 

In addition to b_eing financial aid director, Miles also 
teaches psychology at COM. This marks her fifth year of 
teaching psychology. It is a very interesting course," Miles 
says, "and it's fun to teach." 

In addition to teaching and working within the Finan
cial Aid Office, Miles part~cipates in a number of extra
curricular programs as well. "I am in Psi Chi: national 
honor society in psychology," says Miles with a pleasant 
smile. "I'm th.e past president of the Rotary Club of west 
Galveston County. I'm also a board member of Junior 
Achievement of the Mainland. I'm in the Association of 
Texas Financial Aid Administrators and am a Texas Com-

Becky Miles, director of Student Financial Services, has been assisting COM students in their search for finan
cial aid to help them continue their education. She also teaches pyschology at COM. She is a past president of 
the Rotary Club, board member of Junior Acheivement of the Mainland, a member of the Association of Texas 
Financial Adminsitrators and a Texas Community College Teacher's Associate. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

munity College Teacher's Associate." 
In addition to Miles' professional career, she has been 

married to her husband, Wayne, for the past 16 years; they 
have raised two children. 

"I have a daughter attending the University of Hous
ton-Clear Lake and a son who is a police officer in 
Galveston County," Miles says with pride. 

Miles and her husband now contentedly share their home 

with their Boston terrier, Mae West, on a farm complete 
with cows and chickens. She loves to read suspense and 
mystery novels when not occupying herself with other 
activities such as gardening, antiquing and traveling. 

"My favorite traveling experience was in Salzburg, Aus
tria, because it was so beautiful," Miles says while remi
niscing on her favorite vacation, "That was where the 
Sound of Music was filmed." 

Amelang assists students' search for scholarships 
By DANA SPARLING 
Assistant Editor 

Any student who does not know who Mary Ann 
Amelang is needs to find out. Amelang is the executive 
director of the College of the Mainland Foundation. Last 
year she helped distribute 100 scholarships to deserving 
students. 

Amelang graduated from the University of Houston 
with a bachelor's degree in English. She started her ca-

COM Foundation Director Mary Ann Amelang stands 
in front of a painting by James Templer, vice presi
dent/dean of Instruction, located in the Publications 
and Information Office. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

reer at a school for deaf children in San AntoniQ, affili
ated with Trinity University. The school hired her as the 
director of public relations, but Amelang felt sympathy 
for the many poor students and began writing grants for 
them. She enjoyed writing grants because instead of ad
vertising a service, she could actually see that she was 
helping children and impacting people's lives. She then 
became the director of public relations and development. 
Amelang was thrilled because she found her new position 
to be "much more fun than writing." After three years, 
she moved back to Houston to strictly do grant writing. 

In May 1999 Amelang came to College of the Main
land. She's always loved the college atmosphere and felt 
this would be a big job. "I like jobs where I can grow and 
I felt like this would be a job for that." Every other day 
students come and thank her for her help. Students are so 
appreciative, it "makes me want to go out and get more 
money;.it's great to put money to work and help people." 

Scholarship money is gathered and put into the COM 
Foundation, which was formed in 1972 as a tax-exempt 
organization. The Foundation awards numerous scholar
ships per year. Surprisingly, it is not the government that 
donates the funds for these scholarships, they come in
stead from members of the community. The donors are 
individuals, large corporations, businesses, civic organi
zations and charitable foundations. But the majority of 
donations come from individuals who have some type of 
connection with the college. 

Last year, with Arnelang's help, the Foundation's as
sets increased from $647,621 to '$1,040,086,_an increase 
of 60 percent. For the first time, the Foundation's total 
assets reached $1 million. Amelang's ambition also helped 
the number of scholarships grow from 76 to 100. 

As sµccessful as Amelang's care·er here at COM has 
been, she does have a vision for the future. Eventually her 
office should split into two separate departments, one for 
the Foundation and the other for grant development. For 
this to happen, the college would need a larger staff. Most 
colleges have at least four people to do these jobs, but 

COM only has one. Amelang stated that she "wears two 
hats," but enjoys her job, or jobs per say. If her vision 
ever becomes a reality, since she enjoys.handling schol
arships and raising func\s, "it would be hard to decide, but 
I would do whatever's best for the college." 

With everything that Amelang does, it's hard to believe 
she has any time for herself. In her spare time, she enjoys 
writing, reading, playing tennis and, of course, raising 
funds for church activities. She also enjoys spending time 
with her husband, Eric. They have been married for 26 
years and have two children. Travis is 19 and attends Texas 
A&M University in College Station, and Nick, 15, is a 

· sophomore·at Clear Lake High.School. 
Any student interested in receiving a scholarship should 

stop by the Foundation Office and pick up an application. 
More than 100 scholarships are available, and students 
can apply for as many scholarships as they qualify for.-

Amelang encourages all students to_ apply because ac
cording to her, there is a scholarship for everyone. Many 
students don't apply because they think their parents make 
too much money, or they must be in dire need of money, 
or they do not possess a 3.5 grade point average or higher. 
All of these myths are untrue, every scholarship has dif
ferent requirements. 

"Students need to keep in mind that most scholarships 
are not need-based; your major is more · important than 
your need," Amelang stated. Most of the scholarships of
fered are for average students. -So you see, almost any 
student at COM is eligible for a scholarship. But students 
need to hurry because the application deadline to receive 
scholarships for the fall 2001 semester is March 31. 

One important factor is that all scholarships must be 
used at COM. Unfortunately, scholarship money is not 
transferrable to another college or university. Amelang is 
in the process of presenting this situation to the board, 
and will hopefully have it resolved by next year. 

Amelang is eager to help students, so for questions or 
further information, contact her at ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 557. 

• 
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Reeves excited about nursing program changes 
I 

By JILL R. DANNER She lives in Bayou Vista where she enjoys boating and after she became pregnant. 
Staff Reporter fishing. Since her boat is docked in her yard, she goes on After Reeves raised her daughter and son, she went back 

Dr. Gay Reeves was named interim director of the Col
lege of the Mainl_and nursing program Jan. 2. Her task is 
to oversee the program which is on probation. 

One of Reeves' tasks is to make sure students enrolled 
in the nursing program are getting the best possible edu
ca_tion to pass the Texas State Board examination upon 
completion of the nursing degree requirements. 

Getting prepared for the State Board exam is "difficult 
with our clientele base," Reeves said. "Most of our stu
dents have families and/or jobs which takes time away 
from the already rigorous curriculum. This is typical of 
any community college." 

Reeves meets once a week with Vice President/Dean 
of Instruction James Templer to discuss ways to help nurs
ing students graduate. Three years ago the state mandated 
a stringent 80 percent requirement for students to pass on 
first-time exams. 

The passing rate of 80 percent is not only a COM goal 
but a regufation of the State Board which sought stricter 
standards three years ago. 

COM, one of many Texas colleges on probation for be
low-par test scores, was not allowed to enroll freshmen 
for the 2000-2001 school year. Reeves is optimistic that 
by fall 2001 the situation will be corrected. 

"There are several new systems,'.' Reeves said. "The 
curriculum, tests, grading and overall help with study pro
grams have been added or improved on." 

Reeves is excited about the changes made in the nurs
ing program. 

"The president of COM (Dr. Homer "Butch" ·Hayes) 
has agreed to hire a sub-contractor from the State Board's 
ENCLEX program," Reeves said. "This will provide a 
three-day inte'nsive study assistance program to ensure a 
100 percent success rate this April." She added, "The presi
dent and dean really understand the nursing curriculum." 

Reeves also has faith in the COM nursing professors, 
all of whom are tenured except for Reeves and another 
professor. She is working on her tenure file now and hopes 
to have it prepared by summer. 

the water frequently. "I just love all the wildlife here." to college in her 30s and achieved her lopg-term goal to 
When not in her boat, she can be found in Houston become a nurse. 

with her daughter who has a master's degree in counsel- She earned a bachelor's degree in nursing in 1985 from 
ing. Reeves ranks spending quality time with her chil- Mississippi State University in Starkville. In 1987 she 
dren a favorite past-time. "I have a close relationship with earned a master's degree from the University of Alabama 
my daughter; we always have something fun to do." in Birmingham in adult health nursing, specializing in criti-

Reeves also is very proud of her son who received a cal care. Reeves also earned a doctorate in education from 
master's degree in music and has several Baldwin Pianos Mississippi State University in 1993. 
stores along the East Coast. He is married, has two chil0 Since coming to COM in spring 1998,-Reeves has taught 
dren and lives in Florida. critical care and pathophysiology. She was nominated by 

After high school Reeves completed one year of col- her students for Outstanding Instructor of the Year in spring 
lege but had to put her dream of being a nurse on hold 2000 and was presented an award for teaching excellence. 

Dr. Gay Reeves, interim director of the COM nursing program, takes a small break from her multi-tasking of 
ensuring students receive quality education, attending meetings, lecturing classes and keeping up with her 
personal life. Reeves is dedicated to making a 100 percent passing rate for all nursing students this April. She 
has added an ENCLEX study program for nursing students. (Photo by Jill R. Danner) 

Me01ory i01provement helps students Career fair open to 
students, community 

James Shippy, COM associate dean, gives students 
tips on how to improve time management and memory 
retention skills in LRC-131. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

By MATTHEW JOST 
Copy Editor 

For individuals like myself who happen to find memory 
retention more challenging than the information itself, 
this story is for you. 

College of the Mainland associate dean of Student Ser
vices, James Shippy, hosted a Time Management/Memory 
Improvement w·orkshop during College Hour in the 
Learning Resources Center Auditorium Feb. 1. 

Although attendance was low, participation among 
those who were present was high, which gave the work
shop an interactive atmosphere. Shippy began by pass
ing out a checklist of different qualities important to good 
note taking and time management. It was the first of a 
number of helpful handouts that provided important tips 
on how to improve memory and spend time more wisely. 

In addition to the informative papers and transparen
cies, Shippy g~ve an engaging lecture which participants 
appeared to find inspirational. Among the things he cov
ered were the importance of creating a schedule and keep
ing to it, as well as good note-taking skills. 

Everything '~cannot be memorized," Shippy said; there
fore, a key element of retaining information is the art of 
note-taking. When notes aren't available, however, Shippy 
suggested that an individual use visualization and orga
nization to·keep priority information close in mind. Shippy 
used a grocery store as an example, declaring that infor-
mation should be organized in a similar manner. · 

Shippy also fCilcused on certain aspects of daily life that 
hinder the mind~s ability to retain large sums of informa
tion. He named personal lack of priority, cluttered desks, 
procrastination and a list of other unsavory traits that 
hinder memory retention. · 

Beyond all the techniques Shippy provided, the per
sonal characteristic he stressed frequently was having a 
good attitude. "Really keep a positive attitude and give it 
your best shot," Shippy said in closing. "1 and everyone 
else here (at COM) want you to be successful." 

By JILL R. DANNER 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland and the Texas City Gulf 
Coast Career Center will sponsor a Career Fair 
March 21 at the Nessler Center in Texas City. The 
doors will open at 10 a.m., and the fair will end at 
2 p.m. Participants should arrive early at the fair 
which is free and open to the public. 

A f~ee van service will leave the campus to take 
students to the fair from 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Stu
dents must present a valid Cl!>M ID to ride the vans. 

Several industrjes will be present and 80 tables 
will be available. Patricia Williams, director of Ca
reer Services, is asking students to submit resumes 
so that a file can be created for them in the Career 
Services center. 

Professional attire is expected at the fair, Will
iams said. Process technology students may wear 
business casual. 

_Also, students are encouraged to attend the free 
luncheon and Dress for Success fashion show Feb. 
27 at noon in the Student Center. 

. On March 1 a free How to.Work a Career Fair 
workshop will be offered in the Career Services 
office on the second floor of the Student Center at 
12:30 p.m. 

For more information call Williams at ( 409) 
938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 529. 
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Campus Life 

Several teams competed for the first place position during the 3-90-3 basketball tournament held in the Gym 
Jan. 31. The winning team_ -Dominique Green, Keith Sumrall, Eloi Perry and David Hicks-will represent COM at 
the GCIC Sports Day to be hosted by Lee College In Baytown MarC?h 22. (Photo by Jill R. Danner) 

Basketball players 
prep for Sports Day 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
hosts several sporting events each semester. A Student/ 
Employee 3 on 3 Basketball Tournament was held Jan. 
31 at 2 p.m. in the Gym in preparation for the biannual 
Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day. The 
event will be held this semester at Lee College March 22. 

Sixteen eight-minute games were played by five teams 
to determine which one would represent COM at Sports 
Day. The winning team of the tournament-Dominique 
Green, Keith Sumrall, Eloi Perry and David Hicks-were 
asked to play in the Sports Day tournament. 

SAB will host several upcoming sports events. 
'fhe Racquetball Tournament for COM students and the 

community will be held at the COM racquetball court Feb. 
26-27 at 6 p.m. A Student/Employee 3 on 3 Basketball 
Tournameµt is set for Feb. 28 at 2 p.m. in the Gym. A 
Student/Employee Tennis Tournament for the GCIC 
Sports Day will be played at the COM tennis courts March 
5 at 3 p.m. 

For more information about any of these events, con
tact Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and Student 
Activities coordinator, at ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 418. 

Clubs on campus offer students choices, variety 
BY DAVID WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

A variety of clubs are available at College of the Main
land ranging from culture-based to career-based. Most of 
the clubs are open to anyone enrolled irt credit or con
tinuing education courses at COM; some are open to the 
surrounding community. 

Student Government, which strives to promote student 
participation and decision-making at the college, has 
stricter standards for its members than other COM clubs 
have for their members. 
• Students must have a 2.0 grade point average to belong 
to Student Goverment. To run for Student Government 
president, students must be sophomores or have at least 
30 credit hours. Any student may run for the other of
fices, said James Shippy, Student Government adviser. 

March 22: Sports Day 
By MICHAEL K. SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland will participate in the 
Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day 
hosted by Lee College in Baytown March 22. 

The events are basketball, softball, volleyball, 
tennis, table tennis, racquetball and eight-ball. 

A separate GCIC Sports Day for beach volley
ball and golf will be held in Galveston April 26. 
Beach volleyball will be at Stuart Beach. The golf 
tounament will be on the Municipal Golf Course. 

For free transportation to events on March 22, 
a school van leaves from parking l<?t "C" at 7 a.m. 

Competitors are Alvin, Brazosport, Galveston, 
Houston, North Harris, Kingwood, Tomball, San 
Jacinto North, South and Central, and Wharton. 

For more information call Maryann Urick, Rec
reational Programs coordinator, at ( 409) 938-1211 
or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

However, students do not have to be active in another 
club to belong to Student Government. Those who wish 
to run for S~udent Government must collect 25 signatures 
from the student body. Each term lasts one year. For more 
information call Shippy at ( 409) 935-1211 or 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 413. 

The COM Amigos' goal is to celebrate diversity while 
concentrating mainly on Hispanic heritage. Amigos par
ticipate in Cinco de Mayo parades and are active in the 
community in other aspects. 

· For the past two years Amigos have been active in the 
Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Found~tion. The group 
also is active in charity events during the Thanksgiving 
holidays, donating turkeys to needy families. 

The only requirement for membership is to be willing 
to promote Hispanic heritage. For information call advis
ers Rafael Naranjo at Ext. 212 or Alice Whistler, Ext. 483. 

The Organization of African American Culture is open 
to all students, staff and -faculty. The multicultural group 
tries to promote unity through music, food and theater. 
The OAAC also is active in the community, especially 
with the students in the surrounding area. 

OAAC sponsors dances at COM, co-hosts assemblies 
at local schools and is active in the Boys and Girls Club. 
In addition, OAAC awards scholarships to the most pro
ductive OAAC students. For more information contact 
Jeanette Slaughter at Ext. 422. 

The Vocal Senate is open to music students who have 
an interest in vocal arts. The group holds at least one con
cert a year at COM and sings at other events. For more 
information contact adviser James Heffel at Ext. 200. 

The Instrumental Musicians puild, which is open to 
both musicians and vocalists at COM, strives to bring to
gether fellow music majors to better prepare them for ca
reer~ in music. The a~viser also brings in established 
groups to talk with the aspiring musicians to encourage 
them in their musical endeavors. For more information 
contact Sparky Koerner at Ext. 347. 

The Geology Club, which is open to students in geol
ogy classes, takes excursions to various places to learn 
about the environment. The club is open to the commu
nity for the out-of-town trip it takes per semester. This 
semester's trip is to Kerrvillle State Park from April 6-8. 

Fees for the trip are $50 for students and $55 for non
students. Registration deaclline is in March. A $20 deposit 
which is refundable up to a week before the trip, is re
quired. For more information contact adviser Dave 
Hansmire at Ext. 333. 

COM's nursing club, the Texas Student Nurse Associa
tion, seeks to create a pre-professional atmosphere for the 
students. The group provides programs to caution people 
about diseases. The association also puts on community 
projects, such as checking school children for lice and 
preparing a spaghetti dinner for hungry families. For more 
information contact adviser Diane Fasano at Ext. 458, Joan 
Mader at Ext. 452, or Debbie Bastien at Ext. 459. 

The Student Activities Board is open to any .COM stu
dent in a credit course. The club plans, develops and con
ducts programs for the college community. SAB awards 
scholarships to the five most involved members. For more 
information contact Maryann Urick at Ext. 418. 

The Outdoor Club is for students who enjoy nature and 
outdoor activities. All students and community members 
are eligible to go on trips with the club. A $15 fee 

0

is re
quired to cover the cost of the monthly newsletter and the 
shirt that is provided. 

Two trips are left this semester; the first is a canoe trip 
to the Guadalupe River April 12-15; the second is a ca
noe trip to the Medina River May 18-20. For more infor
mation contact Urick at Ext. 418. 

Phi Theta Kappa, the International Honor Society for 
the Two-Year College, recognizes students who excel in 
academics. Schplarships, career placement resources,, 
leadership development and service opportunities are 
some of the benefits for members. 

To apply for membership; students must have completed 
12 college level hours at COM, have a 3.600 grade point 
average and must currently be enrolled in at least one credit 
hour. Students must be inducted formally and pay a one
time fee of $55. PTK advisers are Leslie Richardson and 
Cindy Lucas. For more information, contact Richardson 
at Ext. 329 or Lucas at Ext. 326. 

Students for Christ is a non-denominational club that 
brings the Gospel ~f Jesus to COM. It's open to anyone 
willing to promote fellowship. For more information, con-
tact Tammy Stafford at Ext. 417. · 



Runners partake 
in fund-raising event 
By FABIAN SIFUENTES 
Staff Reporter 

Runners from Houston to Galveston whose ages ranged 
from 6 to 84 came to College of the Mainland to partici
pate in the 20th Annual Run/Walk for Your Heart Fun Run 
on Feb. 3. 

This event was sponsored by the COM recreation de~ 
partment, Mainland Medical Center and BP Amoco. All 
money raised by entry fees along with $500 donated by 
BP Amoco will be donated to the American Heart Asso
ciation. 

The fun run was divided into four events: a 1-mile race, 
3-mile race and a 6-mile race for all ages; and a 1/4-mile 
race for children. Awards for runners were presented to 
the male and female overall winners and to the male and 
female age-division winners for each event. 

The course for the 122 participants took them through 
the COM campus and the surrounding west Texas City 
neighborh·ood. Volunteers from COM helped direct traf
fic for the runners and the oncoming vehicle traffic, while 
nurses from Mainland Medical Center were on hand to 
treat any injuries. 

Joan Radcliffe, a Tiki Island resident, said, "Door 
prizes, camaraderie, friendly volunteers and good food 
always make fun runs fun." 

Runners entered a door prize raffle that awarded gifts 
and services donated by area businesses. 

Overall male and female winners for the children's 1/4-
mile, and adult 1-mile, 3-mile and 6-mile races were Caleb 
Coggeshall, Seabrook, and Marguerite Mejia, Dickinson; 
Daniel Noah, Houston, and Karen Braiser, Galveston; Jose 
Lara, Houston, and Regina Schute, Houston; and Leno 
Rios, Webster, and Meredith Doughty, Galveston. 
· The next event hosted by the COM recreation depart

ment is the COM-BAT triathlon May 26. 
The next fun run will be Moonlight Madness. No date 

has been set, but it is usually held in July. 
For more information about COM recreational pro

grams, contact Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and 
Student Activities coordinator, at ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 
(888) 288-8859, Ext. 418. 

Teams compete in 
sex bowl gameshow 
By DANA SPARLING 
Assistant Editor 

How much do you really know about sex? 
Eight College of the Mainland students stepped.up and 

tested their knowledge on the subject when the Student 
Activities Board ~osted a Sex Bowl on Tuesday, Feb. 6, 
in the Student Center during College Hour. 

Two teams were formed, a blue team and a red team, 
which consisted of four contestants each. The players an
swered several questions pertaining to sex, ranging from 
sexually transmitted diseases to sexual identity. Each time 
a question was answered correctly, Hershey kisses were 
passed out to each team member. 

When the final buzzer rang, the blue team came out on 
top with a winning score of 15-to-8. The team players 
were Tee Dixon, Katina Gilmore, Wade Oliphant and 

• Jacqueline Martinez. Each winner was awarded $5, a T
shirt and a handful of kisses! 

The purpose of the game is to help inform students about 
safe sex and STDs. COM human sexuality Professor 
Michael Hunt helps compose the questions for the game 
and also judges the answers. Hunt would like students to 
help compile questions for next year's Sex Bowl, ques
tions they think would help increase students' awareness 
of sex and STDs. 

If you have any questions, call Maryann Urick, SAB 
adviser, at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859; Ext. 418. 
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SAB hosts domestic violence se01inar 
Continued from Page 1 ----------

"Every time the police talk to me ... l get arrested." 
Rumsey added defiantly, "I won't answer the door and 
you ain't gettin' in my house!" 

Police believe the murders must have occurred at ap
proximately 4:30 a.m. because they had not had any com
munication from Rumsey since then. 

Haylee, whose arm was nearly severed, is recovering 
at Memorial Hermann Hospital in Houston, where she 
underwent 5 1/2 hours of surgery. Hand surgeon, Dr. Mark 
Henry reported that the operation went "very smooth" 
and that there were "no problems." _ 

As horrifying as the murder was, it could have been 
worse. Joy had been running a day-care service in her 
home, and some shudder to think of what might have hap
pened. if the violence had occurred when more children 
were present. 

The Rumsey slaying stands as a grave testimony to what 
can happen if domestic violence escalates. 

Ironically, COM Student Activities Board presented a 
Dynamics of Domestic Violence workshop shortly after 
the Rumsey killing took place. The workshop was held in 
the Learning Resources Center Auditorium during Col
lege Hour and was hosted by community education coor
dinator, Ginger Henkel, and education specialist, Jodyne 
Thibodeaux, both of the Women's Crisis Center in 
Galveston. 

The Galveston and Texas City Crisis hotlines are ( 409) 
765-SAFE and (409) 986-HELP, respectively and are 
available 24 hours a day. The Houston Area Women's Cen
ter Family hotline is (713) 528-2126. The toll-free na
tional hotline is 1 (888) 919-7233. 

Those who s_uffer from domestic violence are strongly 
urged to contact the proper authorities. 

Black History Month full of activitie-s 
Continued from Page 1----------
City Sunday, Feb. 25, at the 10:30 a.m. service. Care_er 
Services Director Patricia Williams will present a Dress 
for Success fashion show followed by a Soul Food Lun
cheon in the Student Center Tuesday, Feb. 27, at noon. 

Also, a black art display is on view in the COM Li
brary until Feb. 28. Additionally the COM Art Gallery is 
featuring Black Life ... , an exhibit by African-American 
artists Bert Long and Aloma Marquis through Feb. 24. 

Black History Month originated in 1926 when Carter 
G. Woodson, known as the "father of black history" 
inaugarated Negro History Week, as it was originally 
known. The purpose was to educate people of other cul
tures about accomplishments of African-Americans. 

Woodson chose February because it included the birth
days of both Abraham.Lincoln and Frederick Douglass-
a former slave who became a journalist and statesman. 

Woodson, born Dec. 19, 1875, was the youngest child 
in a family of nine children. As a child he was forced to 
work on the family farm, but he had a passion for learn
ing. At 17 he enrolled himself in school for the first time 

at Douglass High School in Huntington, W.Va. He fin
ished all of his schooling in two years and later returned 
to work briefly as a teacher and principal. ' 

After earning his first degree from Berea College in 
Berea, Ky., he moved to the Philippines where he taught 
and took correspondence courses from the University of 
Chicago. During this period he traveled through Asia and 
Europe, studying for a shor~ time at the Sorbonne in Paris. 
Once home he was accepted and enrolled in the doctoral 
program at Har1ard University, eventually becoming the 
second Afri~an-American to receive a doctorate there. 

Woodson not only founded Black History Month but 
wrote many books about African-American history and 
created an association to study and preserve black heri
tage. Deeply concerned about the availability of material 
on African-American history, he became the publisher of 
books on black history and culture and taught at Howard 
University, Washington, D.C., and Virginia State College, 
Petersburg. 

Woodson, who died in 1950, spent his life promoting 
African-American history. 

COM deans ready to hear students' opinions of college 
Do you have any questions or concerns about College 

of the Mainland? Would you like to voice your opinion 
about a problem you are experiencing? If so, the Student 
Activities Board will sponsor a Student Concerns Forum 

on March 6 at 12:30 p.m. The forum will be held in the 
Student Center and will run through College Hour. This 
is your opportunity to let the COM deans know how you 
feel. 

The Spring 2001 lnterCOM staff gathers in the journalism lab for a photo. Staff members are (front row, from left) 
Fabian Sifuentes, Jill R. Danner, Assistant Editor Dana Sparling, Online Editor Brad Stevenson, Robin Roberts; 
(back row, from left) Jon Nelson, Managing ~ditor April Brandon, Copy Editor Matt Jost, Photography Editor 
Robin Larson and David Wright. Not pictured are Michael K. Smith and lnterCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery. 
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What's Happening 

97.9 makes Welcollle Kickoff success 

The SAB hosted the spring semester Welcome Kick
off in the LRC breezeway.- Students enjoyed free 
drinks, lunch and music from DJ Triple X of 97.9 The 
Box. Students were given the opportunity to spin a 
small wheel and win prizes.(Photo by April Brandon) 

By ROBIN LARSON 
Photography Editor 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
hosted the spring semester Welcome Kickoff on Jan. 30. 
Students gathered outside the Learning Resources Center 
to listen to music, compliments of 97.9 The Box. 

DJ Triple X brought a wheel for students to spin giving 
them an opportunity to win a free T-shirt or bumper sticker. 
Along with the music, SAB offered free baked potatoes, 
drinks and campus trail packs. 

As students ate and mingled with one another, Pam Dav
enport, vice president/dean of Student Services, welcomed 
and thanked everyone for coming and suggested students 
get more involved in campus activities. 

The purpose of the Welcome Kickoff is to give new 
and returning students an opportunity to meet one another 
and to be informed about the clubs COM has to offer. 

The Outdoor Club, for instance, is for students who like 
canoeing, hiking, backpacking or participating in other 
outdoor activities. 

SAB gives s\udents the opportunity to plan, develop 
and conduct recreational and entertainment programs for 
the college community. 

Student Government allows students to voice their opin
ions about discrimination, or any other problems regard
ing their experience at COM. 

For more information about various clubs, contact 
Maryann Urick, SAB adviser, at ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 418. 

SAB packs 'em in at AMF Star L_anes 
By JON NELSON 
Staff Reporter . 

He hadn't bowled in 20 years. 
Lorne Johnson, who was one of 57 people to bowl at 

AMF Star Lanes in Texas City on Jan. 26, brought his 

would have to be assigned to each lane before the indi
vidual lanes could be activated. Because the lanes were to 
be shut down at 9 p.m., Urick hurriedly mixed and 
matched, squeezing in people everywhere she could. 

AMF Star Lanes and COM have organized the event 
for years. The bowling alley provides 10 lanes for $50 
and doesn't charge for the use of its shoes. The normal 

.I 

'wife and son to the biannual event which is organized by 
the College of the Mainland Student Activities Board. He 
said that he always liked bowling but for some reason 
hadn't made the tiII].e to do it in more than two decades. 

rate is $3.95 a game and $2 for shoes. · j 
The chairwoman of the event, Monie Ervin, went from 

The sponsor of the SAB, Maryann Urick, said it was 
the best turnout ever. In the past, the number of bowlers 
has been far slimmer, usually topping out at about 25 
people. · 

At first it seemed like business as usual. Urick sat at a 
table with a clipboard and sign-up sheet. Slowly a group 
began to assemble around her at 7 p.m. Soon she was 
swamped. The AMF management told her that five people 

lane to lane, making sure that everyone was having a good 
time and recording their scores. Ervin was in charge of 
distributing prizes. The highest male and female scorers 
were to receive free bowling passes. John Glowezwzki 
scored 203, and Jennifer West scored 131. The two low
est scorers were given complimentary popcorn. 

Most of the students who bowled that night were in their 
30s and 40s, b4t everyone who went seemed to have fun, 
not least, Johnson and his son. 

PTK honors students' academic excellence 
By FABIAN SIFUENTES 
Staff Reporter 

Phi Theta Kappa at College of the Mainland has re
cently invited eligible students to join its membership. 
PTK is the International Honor, Society for the Two-Year 
College. Invitations are sent to students who meet the eli
gibility requirements set by the COM PTK chapter 
based on standards laid out by the international society. 

PTK membership requirements are as follows: Students 
must be enrolled in a college level course at COM, have 
completed 12 college level hours at COM and have an 
overall grade point average of no less than 3.600. 

Spring break almost here 
College of the Mainland will be closed for spring break 

Monday, March 12, through Sunday, March 18. 
The last day to_ withdraw from classes with a "W" is 

Monday, April 16. 

Students who join PTK will be recognized formally for 
their-academic achievements March 4 in the Learning Re
sources Center Auditorium.A reception following the cer
emony offers the new members an opportunity to interact 
with their families, college administrators and faculty, and 
PTK members from other colleges. 

Of the approximately 3,400 students currently enrolled 
at COM, 280 students were invited to join PTK. On aver
age PTK invites 250 students to join. The increased num
ber of invitations is based on the enrollment increase from 
the fall semester to the spring semester. 

PTK member Matthew Watson said, "I felt a sense of 
accomplishment when I received my letter of invitation." 
PTK members enjoy benefits such as transfer scholarships 
available to PTK members only and the opportunity to 
develop professional skills by participating in ITK events. 

PTK currently has a membership of 156 and has aver
aged 55 new members for the fall and spring semesters. 

For more information call PTK advisers Leslie 
Richardson or Cindy Lucas at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 329 or 326, respectively. 

People Speak Out 
By lnterCOM Editors 

Considering the controversial outcome of the 
Presidential election InterCOM asked: With the 
completion of the vote count showing that Al Gore 
won the popular vote by 539,000 and with 20,000 
people protesting Bush's presidency on Inaugura
tion Day, what should our government do with the 
Electoral College in response to the American 
people's dissatification over the election results? 

Eloi Perry: Throw out 
the Electoral College 
because tlie election 
should depend on the 
popular vote. Tpat is 
who we voted for. 

Salvador Sanchez: 
There is not a complete 
democracy as people 
claim. Do we really 
have power? 

Charles Pagan-Silva: 
Absolutely nothing . . 
Without it representa• 
tion would be unfair. 

Jane Burke: We need 
the Electoral College 
because it assures that 
the popular vote is not 
the only factor in the 
presidency. It provides a 
check and balance. 

Orrin Taylor: Keep it. 
It keeps the more popu
lous states from dictat
ing to the less populous 
states who will lead the 
nation. 

Richard Coles: Leave 
it alone: The Electoral 
College was designed to 
.give smaller states a 
littl~ bit ·1!1-ore say. 

James Carter: Demol
ish it. We now have the 
technology where we no 
longer need it. 

Christina Bullock: 
They need to put into 
perspective that we 
have had t.lie Electoral 
College since our coun
try was founded. We 
need to admend it in our 
Constitution. 



School shootings editorial 
See Page3 

Tornado sweeps 
professor off his feet 
By MATTHEW JOST 
Copy Editor 

Chicago may be known as the "Windy City," but any
one who has ever experienced the fury of a Texas storm 
firsthand may beg to differ. 

Both College of the Mainland science Professor Chuck 
Buddenhagen and COM police Officer Kent Dowdy can 
vouch that COM could have taken Chicago's title when 
the storm that hit southeast Texas the afternoon of March 
14 swept them off their feet. 

Buddenhagen, director of Continuing Education and 
Cpmmunity Services, wa~ loading tables into a van out
side the Physical Education Building at COM wllen the 
storm took a twist. · 

"I went out to back the van up so it would be under
neath the roof so everybody else wouldn't get wet;" 
Buddenhagen recalled, "and when I went to open the door 
the rain suddenly stopped." That was when Buddenhagen 
. aw that the raiq was ··completely parallel to the ground." 

udd nhagen hared wh t crns cd his mind when he 
~ ....... -:---· 

aw the parallel rain. '·It was funny, the first thing I thought 
of was, 'Wow, this is like my fourth grade English class 
when you went up and did sentences on the board' and 
then my mind says, 'Whoa, you are in trouble!"' 

Buddenhagen's mind wasn't wrong. As he started to 
tum around, the wind threw him against the van. "I got 
up and started to run toward the Gym and· when I did, I 
remember taking the-first step and I looked down on the 
ground and thought, 'I'm not stepping on anything, there's 
bottles and stuff all over the ground!'" 

A powerful gust of wind had caught Buddenhagen and 
carried him to the end of the van before slamming him 
forward and knocking him to the ground. At this point, 
Dowdy managed to grasp Buddenhagen. 

See COM Page 10 

Science Professor Chuck Buddenhagen expresses 
his thanks to COM Police Officer Kent Dowdy after 
Dowdy rescued Buddenhagen from th~ tornado that 
hit COM March 14. (Photo by April Brandon) 

How airbags save lives 
See· Pages 4 & 5 

See what dreams do 
See Page 8 

March/ April 
2001 

TIPA Award-winner 

James Coate as Greg and Amy Olfers as Sylvia, bond as man and dog in Sylvia, the hilarious comedy playing at 
the COM Arena Theatre through April 29. (PL:ioto by Theater Department) 

• y Vlll man against wife in love triang e 
By MATTHEW JOSl 
Copy Editor 

Disney may boast 101 Dalmatians, but at the Cellege 
of the Mainland Arena Theatre it only takes one canine to 
be a hit. That would be AR. Gumey's Sylvia, the newest 
showing at COM's "Biggest Lil' Theatre In Texas." 

Sylvia, starring Amy Olfers (Sylvia), James Coate 
(Greg), Jacki Bynum (Kate) and Jeffrey Johnston (Tom, 
Phyllis, Leslie) is directed by Jack Westin. 

A hilarious comedy complemented by entertaining ac-

tors, Sylvia is a play worth seeing. Coate and Bynum por
tray a New York couple whose children have grown and 
moved to college. Their life takes a sudden change of 
pace, however, as Coate discovers and bonds with man's 
best friend-Sylvia- during a walk in the park. 

Olfer's role as Sylvia gives the story an interesting and 
amusing twist, allowing the audience to appreciate the 
dog's perspective as the story unfolds. · 

Competition ensues between Sylvia and Kate as she 
finds herself struggling for her husband's attention over 

See Sylvia Page 9 

6 students select Outstanding Teacher -
By DAVID WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

The Outstanding Teacher of the Year award has been 
given every year since 1982. 

This year 56 full-time and 12 adjunct faculty members 
were nominated. However, only full-time professors are 
eligible to win the award. 

The award is presented to the winning teacher at the 
annual Employee Recognition Dinner, set this year for 
April 27 at the Doyle Convention Center in Texas City. 

This year's nominees are Ellen Johnson, cosmetology; 
Sparky Koerner, music; Freda O'Connor, graphic arts; 
Renatt: True, biology~·and Alice Watford, psychology. 
. A committee of six students was selected to evaluate 
the teachers. They were chosen from recommendations 
that Carla Boone, last year's winner and this year's chair
woman for the event, received from well-respected mem
bers of the COM faculty. The students on the-committee 
represent a diverse background in r1cademic majors. 

The system that is used to determine each year's 
See And Page 10 

Trip to Mexico open to students, community 
By JON NELSON 
Staff Reporter . 

When asked about the trip to'southem Mexico that Col
lege of the Mainland is sponsoring for his students and 
other members of the community, Spanish Professor 
Rafael Naranjo explained that going to Oaxaca is an ex
citing watershed for the institution. The college is going 
to the world rather than bringing the world to it. 

And Oaxaca is an exceptionally nice place to go. The 
state of Oaxaca has beautiful beaches and the city of Oai 
is widely considered one of Mexico's most beautiful. The 

trip spans July 7-Aug. 4. Along with the four-week op
tion, participants can go on one of two separate two-week 
visits: July 7-July 21 to July 21-Aug. 4 . 

Cost for the four-week stay is $1,500 and $1,200 for 
the two-week stay. This includes round-trip airfare, room 
and board in an Oaxacan home, the Spanish textbook and 
other expenses. 

World famous for its 16th century art and architec
ture, handicrafts, and the nearby Mixtec and Zapotec ru
ins, the city sits in the Oaxaca Valley and is the capital of 
the state of Oaxaca. But Oaxaca also is notable linguist-

See Earn Page 1 o 
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Club lllembers talk shop at luncheon 
By ROBIN LARSON 
Photography Editor 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
hosted a Club Luncheon during College Hour for all COM 
clubs March 29. 

Approximately 19 students and faculty members rep
resenting seven clubs attended the luncheon which fea
tured pizza, cookies and drinks. 

Members of Claybodies.com, COM Amigos, Texas 
Nurses Student Association, Child Development Club, 
Organization of African American Culture, Students for 
Christ and Phi Theta Kappa, made announcements of their 
upcoming events. The purpose of the luncheon was for 
club and organization members to come together and in
teract with one another on a one-on-one basis. 
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SAB hosted a Free Snack Night for evening students 
April 2 in the Math Science Building. The purpose of snack 
night is to let night students know that SAB is thankful 
for them and appreciates the students who attend COM. 

Several times a semester SAB also hosts a Book Fair. 
On April 1 the fair was located in the COM Library in 
observance of Library Week. On April 5 the fair was lo
cated in one of the hallways in the Technical/Vocational 
Building. The books are always sold at a discounted rate. 

Student Government President Dana Sparling men
tioned that club representatives have not been coming to 

· the meetings; ~he strongly urged all to participate. 
Also, Student Government is hosting a Book Drive from 

now until April 30. The .books will be donated to local 
shelters with the help of Chuck Buddenhagen, director of 
Continuing Education and Community Service. 

The Texas Junior College Student Government Asso
ciation Convention is April 6-8 in Austin for all regions in 
Texas. COM Student Government is submitting a scrap 
book representing all students and faculty members. 

Texas Student Nurse Association member Christi Leyva 
attended the Texas Nursing Association Convention March 
1-3 and will attend the National Convention April 4-7. 

Mike Garza representing the newest club on campus, 
Claybodies.com, said the club is looking for new mem
bers. The only requirement is that they must love clay and 
appreciate an enjoyable atmosphere. The club will host a 
Spring Fest April 26 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. in the Fine 
Arts Building. A portion of the proceeds will go back into 
the club for its members. 

Kerry Howl, president of the Child Development Club, 
announced the club is having a garage sale to raise money 
for members to attend the National Convention. If any
one is willing to donate clothes or goods they may drop 
them off in the Child Development Lab. 

PTK member Lori Boyd said the organization is selling 
$1 raffle tickets to supplement the organization's budget. 
The prizes are an autographed hockey stick from Hous
ton Aeros or a $200 gift certificate to any store. PTK will 
hold a barbecue in front of the Student Center April'7 be
ginning.at 5 p.m. The fee is $5 per person. To buy raffle 
tickets call PTK advisers Cindy Lucas or Leslie 
Richardson at Exts. 326 or 329, respectively. PTK will 
have a Spring Installation Formal for new officers in the 
Math Science Building Atrium April 29. 

For more information, call Maryann Urick, coordinator 
of Recreational Programs and Student t\ctivities at (409) 
938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418, Ext. 418. 

AIDS spreading 
rapidly in prisons 

April 
Brandon 

I have a friend who has been sentenced to one year in 
state prison for possession of a controlled substance. 
People say lie deserves to be there because he broke the 
law. Yes, he did break the law, but does he deserve the 
risk of contracting AIDS in a state prison? 

An article in the Feb. 5 issue of the National Review 
stated that 240,000 men are raped yearly in state 
prisons; whereas, 141,000 non-imprisoned women are 
raped yearly. Let's put that number into perspective. 
College of the Mainland has an enrollment of 3,406 
students. Take the number of students and multiply it by 
70.46 to get the number of male prisoners raped yearly. 

These rapes contribute to the high spread of AIDS in 
prisons. Prisoners have nearly six times the AIDS
infection rate of the entire U.S. population. The risk of 
getting AIDS makes these rapes that much more 
psychologically traumatizing. 

What makes this situation even worse, as if it could be 
worse, is that the prisoners being raped are the weaker 
inmates who refuse to fight when challenged. These 
inmates are labeled "punks" and are usually raped 
repeatedly. The punks generally are young, nonviolent 
offenders, who are in prison for drug-related crimes. Of 
the 2 million men imprisoned in our country, approxi
mately 80 percent were charged with nonviolent crimes. 
These men: are not rapists, murderers or assaulters. 

In 1991 David Ciglar, a firefighter/paramedic in 
Oakland, Calif., was training for a new career as an MRI 
technician because he was injured during a rescue. The 
Drug Enforcement Administration acted on a tip and 
found 167 marijuana seedlings in his garage. To avoid 
his wife going to prison on charges of guilty by associa
tion and their three children going to foster homes, 
Ciglar pleaded guilty to cultivating marijuana. Since he 
had a previous conviction for cocaine possession, and 
the DEA found an antique gun replica in his house, 
Ciglar was sentenced to 10 years in prison. The family's 
home also was confiscated by the goyernment. 

Does this man deserve to be at risk of being raped by 
another male with AIDS? Did his wife and three 
children deserve to lose their home? I don't think so. 

In 1994 an illiterate Haitian immigrant, Denese 
Calixte, was working in Florida picking fruit attempting 
to support her seven children with the $60 she made a 
day. While at work, Calixte fell off a ladder and injured 
her neck. She was unable to work and was desperate for 
money. A neighborhood crack dealer offered to pay her 
$200 to keep his supply in her home. Desperate to feed 
her children, she accepted the offer. Then one day the 
police searched her home with a warrant and arrested 
her after finding 65 ·grams (2.275 ounces) of crack. 
Calixte was convicted of possession with intent to 
deliver and sentenced to 10 years in a federal prison. 
· Does this woman deserve to be in prison? 

The government spends a huge sum of money every 
.year on the war against drugs, but instead of putting 
drug smugglers behind bars, the government hunts for 
easy targets, like my friend, and Ciglar and Calixte. This 
way the government can justify spending so much. 

All the nonviolent offenders who end up behind bars 
incur the high risk of being raped and contracting AIDS, 
while the drug smugglers continue to run the street and 
offer drugs to the youth of America. 

Since the government intends to spend this much 
mdney on the war against drugs, don't you think they 
should actually try to catch the "bad-guys"? 
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George 'Dubya' inclined to delusional thinking 

Dana 
Sparling_ 

"We're making progress together, changing the tone 
of the. government." 

This is how newly elected President George W. Bush 
- opened his first presidential address in February. 

It was one of Bush's first fabricated declarations of 
the evening. For a full hour, Bush swelled Americans' 
heads with fanciful affirmations, all in the name of a 10-
year, $1.6 trillion tax reduction. 

Bush stated that his plan will "give money back to the · 
• ones who earned it." And how does he propose to do.· 

this? By doubling the Medicare budget, "locking away" 
social security funding, raising military spending and 
increasing medici}l research funding. 

Bush claims reforming the education system is on the 
top of his list. He plans a $1.6 billion boost in funds for 
education and $5 billion of that is going to help teach 
every child in America to read and write. "I refuse to 
leave any child behind in America," Bush stated 
confidently. What about the children who are too poor to 
attend school, too poor to even eat? Are they going to 
learn to read and write too? Are their parents going to be 
issued private school vouchers? 

Let's beam President Bush back down to Earth and · 
look at some hard facts. Ten percent of Americans own 
more wealth than the rest of the 90 percent. There are 
32.3 million poor people in our nation. Millions of 
Americans are without health insurance and the number 

grows annually. There are holes in the ozone and we're 
plowing down trees faster than we can replace them. Is 
Bush's tax-cut going to resolve any of these problems? 

Well let's see. To help the poor, Bush believes we 
should support charities and faith groups and that all 
taxpayers should deduct charit3:ble giving. Bush wants 
"to help one person at a time." Since America is home 
to 32.3 million poor people, helping one person at a 
time would take· a very long time. 

As for health care, Bush plans to give more power to 
the people. People will no longer be told what doctor to 
see or what plan to choose, and the number of people 
served at community health care centers will double. He 
is going to make sure patients get what they deserve 
with the patients' bill of rights. Yeah, that will happen. 

Last, but not least, is the environment. Bush wants to 
clean up t0xic brown fields and national parks. Over the 
next five years, $4.9 billion will be used for the upkeep 
of our parks so that we can "leave them better than we 
found them," as Bush put it. It's so comforting to know 
that Bush is so environmentally conscious. What a great 
guy. Hmm, I wonder why he didn't mention the fact that 
he's going to allow 40 million acres of forest in Alaska 
to' be plowed down to drill for oil? 

"Special interests have special access in the Bush 
White House, plain and simple," said Democratic 
National Committee Chairman Terry McAuliffe. "He 
flip-flopped on regulatin•g greenhouse gases, he rolled 
back rules that would have helped hold mining compa
nies accountable for their pollution. Why?-Because 
those rules would cost his biggest supporters money. 
Bush needs to spend less time servicing his donors and 
more time fighting for the American people." 

Uh oh, suddenly Bushie doesn't sound so environ
mentally conscious. I guess preserving the national 

parks is more important than preserving air and water. 
But hey, why should Bush care about clean air and 
water? He'll be safely sipping Evian and breathing the· 
sweet aroma of the almighty dollar. 

i 

So what is Bush's plan going to accomplish? "My p~an 
recognizes those who live on the outskirts of poverty and 
work hard to get into the middle class. It will knock 
down the toll booth to the middle class," Bush stated. 
Well, isn't that great. Just what the government needs, 
more middle class people. There is no middle class. A 
debtor class is more like it. If you don't make a six 
figure salary, more than likely your possessions belong 
to credit-mortgages, loans and credit card bills. And 
who benefits from building a country on credit? Not the 
90 percent of Americans paying for it. 

Now let's get real. Improving the economy isn't just 
about taxation, it's about spending. Ho~ will Congress 
appropriate funds for defense, welfare and debt reduc
tion? How much of the gross national product is domi
nated by egotistical politicians who will conveniently be 
vacationing in exotic countries, driving Mercedes and 
sailing at the yacht club? 

Now it might seem that I'm being really hard on Mr. 
Bush. It's [)Ot that I dislike his proposal, but I'm a realist 
and I just don't realistically see this happening. 

I mean, where is the money going to come from? 
Maybe I'm being harsh because I don't fully compre
hend his plan. Bush makes it sound so easy to cut taxes 
by billions of dollars, but ifit is so easy, why didn't any 
of the othe_r 42 presidents -think of it first? 

As his address was slowly coming to '0.n end, Bush 
stated that the government needs to.;:Iet the American 
people spend tqeir money how they want to." I dbn't 
know about you, but if I had $1.6 trillion I wouldn't 
spend it this way. · 

School shootings intensifying-who's to blame? 
Robin"., 

Lars(,m 

When I was younger and attending high school, it was 
very uncbmmon to hear about a student bringing a 
weapon to school. Don't get me wrong, we did have a 
few students who were caught bringing knives, ciga
rettes or even drug paraphernalia; however, it was sti!I 
unusual for such an incident to occur. 

We had school bullies who picked on smaller children, 
called them names and harassed them. When a child was 
picked on or was an easy target for criticism, some 
children made comments that were unnecessary and 
downright rude. The ones being ridiculed usually cried, 
got angry and defensive, or even dropped out of school 
if the instances occurred repeatedly. Never once did 
anyone imagine that they would bring a weapon to 
school to harm their classmates. On the rare occasions 
that we did hear of guns being brought into the school, I 
was never afraid the children would take it a step further 
and kill someone. They were usually stopped by an 
authority before there was a tragic ending. 

The children who were picked on either dealt with it 

The InterCOM is back online, although it is 
still under construction. In the meantime, you · 
can monitor our progress by visiting our site. 

The address is <http://www.angelfire.com/ 
tx5/intercomonline.com> 

by going to an authority person or defended themselves 
with words or fists. Whatever happened to students 
fighting and being expelled from school? I'm not 
commending students who harm anyone, but I would 
rather hear a student was in a fight than shot to death. 
Instead of hearing about school fights, we now hear 
about children shooting and even killing one another. 

School authorities say they do not see bullying as the 
cause of shootings, but merely as a potential underlying 
problem that needs to be addressed in all schools. 

For instance, in 1997 only three students wounded or 
murdered another classmate. In 1998 shootings became 
more common with 10 shootings occurring that year. 
Then in 1999 the worst shooting, which the whole 
nation is s1'll talking about, occurred: the tragedy at 
Columbine High School in Littleton, Colo. 

Studeng Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold took shooting 
a step further by killing 12 classmates, one teacher and 
wounding 20 students, before taking their own lives. 

These young men not only planned this massacre, but 
also gave many signs beforehand. For instance, Harris 
published their plans for murder on their Web site .. 
Klebold, in an assignment for one of liis classes, wrote 
an essay in which he described his violence and hatred 
of school bullies so explicitly that the teacher passed it 
on to the assistant principal. School officials did 
nothing, even after reading the essay. The Harris and 
Klebold Web site reportedly contained death threats 

_ made to f~llow student Brooks Brown. Brown's parents 
informed the police, but the police did nothing. 

The Web site also contained descriptions of pipe 
bombs exploding and the use of a sawed off shotgun to 
kill students. Harris and Klebold even told several 
friends about their plans. Two students and an expelled 
student were sitting on ·a hillside overlooking the school 
during the killings, but police said it was probably a 
coincidence that they were there. 

Together, Harris and Klebold built pipe bombs in their 
homes and left the evidence in plain view for their 

patents to see. They left many signs behind, yet no one 
took a step to end their plans. 

Not only was this event tragic, but it also set an 
example for all the other angry and depressed outcasts 
who want revenge. 

More than 350 students nationwide were arrested on 
charges relating to threats against schools, school 
officials or students in the first four weeks after the 
Columbine shooting. Harris and Klebold may not be 
among us, but their legacy lives on. 

Just recently two more shootings occurred, this time in 
San Diego, Calif 

Andy Williams, a 15-year-old, killed two students and 
left 13 wounded. Evidence shows that Andy grew 
increasingly depressed in the days before the shooting. 
He had been bullied by classmates, lost his girlfriend and 
was homesick, having recently moved from Maryland to 
California. He had no friends in California and missed 
his mother who had stayed behind in Maryland. He 
even told a friend he "just wanted to disappear." 

In both Columbine and the most recent shootings, • 
signs of trouble were evident in the young qien before
hand. If someone had spoken to these youths and 
questioned them, would the shootings still have oc
curred? If the parents had taken notice of what was 
going on in their children's lives, would they have been 
able to end it before it began? I'm not placing the blame 
on any one in particular; I'm just raising the question 
"what if?" Some people say it is the parents' fault, that 
they should take the responsibility for their children's 
actions. Others say it is the bullies' fault, that if the 
young men hadn't been harassed and picked on, they 
would never have taken the deadly step to kill. 

No one knows the anwers to these questions except 
the killers themselves. Someone should have asked them 
what was wrong before_ it was too late. Even though 
these children are killers, they are still children. The only 
time they felt in control of their lives was when the gun 
was in their hands. 
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COM music Professor Sparky Koerner was re
cently elected president of the International As
sociation of Jazz Educators. Koerner has been 
at COM since 1981. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

By DANA SPARLING 
Assistant Editor 

Bet-ween his work and music, not to mention ex
tra curricula_r activities, it is hard to believe this man 
has time to breathe. This busy man is College of the 
Mainland music Professor Sparky Koerner. 

To top off his already full plate, Koerner was re
cently elected president of the International Asso
ciation of Jazz Educators. After serving two years 
as president elect, he will now serve two years as 
president. 

Koerner has been involved with the IAJE since 

1974 while he attended the University of North Texas 
in Denton. In 1977 he formed a student chapter of 
IAJE and, naturally, _served as president. He has al
ways stayed involved with the organization and be
lieves that he'll be a proactive president. "I feel I 
have something to contribute and can do some good 
for the state organization." 

Koerner also is the Community College liaison 
for the IAJE Resource Team, the chairman of the 
COM Senate and the team leader for the Performing 
and Visual Arts Team. But it doesn't stop there, he 
also is a member of the American Federation of 
Musicians Union, Texas Music Educators Associa
tion and the National Band Masters Association. 

A few years ago, Koerner served as Faculty Coun
cil president for two years. 

Even though it sounds like Koerner must move 
faster than the speed of light to keep up with every~ 
thing, he enjoys every minute. 

So when does he have time to relax? "Well, musi
cians don't have a lot of spare time," Koerner stated. 
However, when this musician manages to get some 
time, he enjoys swimming and gardening. 

Koerner came to Galveston in 1980 after receiv
ing his master's degree in music education from 
UNT. He was looking for a place to play his trumpet 
and found it in the COM Jazz Ensemble. 

When he arrived at COM in 1981, the music pro
gram was small, but when a teaching opportunity 
arose, Koerner went for it and eventually fell in love 
with teaching. "Like most people, I didn't think I'd 
be a teacher, but once I got into teaching I realized I 
had a lot to offer." Koerner became full time in 1983. 

Koerner is the director of COM's Jazz Combo 
COM Community Band and Jazz Ensemble. Tbes: 
groups perform several shows on campus each se
mester. He also is the leader of Sunday Jazz, a group 
that performs at local churches every Sunday. 

In Koerner's high school yearbook, he said, "Af
ter high school, I will join the Air Force, then pursue 
a music career." And that's exactly what he did. 

Women honored for courage, vision 
By JON NELSON 
Staff Reporter 

Throughout the 1970s there was a growing recognition 
in universities across the country that the role of women 
in history had not received the amount of research or pub
licity it deserved. 

The public had little awareness of the extent of women's 
achievements, and there was no imperative to teach 
women's history to children in the primary grades up 
through high schools. That women had not been afforded 
the same opportunities as men throughout much of his
tory was obvious, and the absence of many notable women 
in the curricula of education programs was conspicuous. 

In 1978 a California group brought a petition before 
Congress designating the week of March 8 as Women's 
History Week. This first initiative was a big success. Then 
in 1987 Congress received a petition to make March the 
official month for acknowledging-the accomplishments 
of important women in history. 

Over the years dozens of schools enthusiastically be
gan to participate in the week, and wheri tlie group took 
their petition before Congress in 1987, both the Senate 
and the House gave bipartisan support to the resolution 
designating March as Women's History Month. 

Each year the National Women's History Project cre
ates a theme for the month. This year's theme is "Cel
ebrating Women of Courage and Vision." The group 
singles out a number of remarkable women they believe 

embody the theme. This year architect Maya Lin, who is 
now 41 was chosen. Most famous for designing the Viet
nam Veterans' Memorial in the early '80s when she was 
21, Lin faced strong anti-Asian sentiment from groups 
that protested her designing the memorial. . 

Women's History Month generates interest in the con
tributions of women to many disciplines and c.fuses. The 
National Women's History Project provides information 
on women like the 19th century pianist Clara Wieck. 

Wieck has recently gained attention for her composi
tions. She was a child prodigy whose possessive father 
owned a piano firm. By the time Wieck was in her late 
teens, she was famous internationally. Her chamber works 
and art songs have received little attention. 

The current Wieck revival is just one instance of the 
change in the cultural landscape of notable women that 
has occurred in the last 30 years. 

Mary Baker Eddy, a seminal figure in the history of 
Christian Science, wrote Science and Health. The book 
presents her theories about the connections .between the 
soul and health and the part God plays in healing. Trans
lated into 16 languages, Science and Health has readers 
in more than 100 countries and is undergoing a renewed 
interest and new readership. 

In celebration of National Women's History Month, 
speakers came to Houston to lecture on Eddy and her work. 
On March 17 they spoke at Borders Books & Music, in 
Meyerland Park; and on Marcb 31 at Waldenbooks in 
Greenspoint Mall. 

Airbags save lives 
when used properly 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

On May 12, 1999, Jennifer, whose last name was not 
given, was involved in a head-on collision with a Ford 
Expedition doing 40 mph. She suffered minor injuries, 
such as burns on her arms, a bruise where her wrist watch 
was and slight dizziness; however, she is thankful that 
she had an airbag. She believes the airbag saved her life. 
Many people are afraid of airbags, but not Jennifer. 

The U.S. Department of Transportation added an 
amendment to the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards 
and Regulations, stating that effective Jan. 1, 1996, all 
automobile companies had to begin a phase-in requiring 
all passenger cars to be equipped with airbags. By Sept. 
1, 1997, all passenger cars had to be equipped with airbags. 

According to the article, "This is What _it's Come To," 
in the Feb. 15, 1997, issue of the Status Report published 
by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, many 
people were at the time afraid of the newly introduced 
airbag, also known as a supplemental restraint system. 

The article, written by Mike Davis, attributes this fear 
to reports · by the media showing people killed or seri
ously injured by the impact of the airbag. The president 
of IIHS, Brian O'Neil adds, "Airbags are too important a 
safety device for their future to be threatened by misin
formation or incomplete reporting of problems associated 
with them." 

Airbags have the potential of being dangerous or even 
deadly; however, if the occupants of the vehicle are wear
ing their seatbelts, and infants and children are in the back 
seat, the risk of injury from airbags is almost eliminated. 
· Precautions should be taken when riding in a vehicle 

equ_ipped with airbags. The most important precaution is 
that all occupants should wear their seatbelts properly at 
all times. 

The airpag is a supplemental restraint system, meaning 
_that it is supplemental to the seatbelt. If an occupant is 
not wearing bis s_eatbelt, then the airbag is useless, or 
worse, dangerous. 

A second precaution is that all children should be seated 
in the rear of the vehicle, properly restrained in a seat. 

Drivers sitting too close to an airbag also are in danger. 
Drivers not tall enough to sit at least 10 inches away from 
the steering wheel should purchase a pedal extender. These 
are available at <www.pedalextenders.com>. Drivers also 
should take care not to cross their arms when holding the 
steering wheel, otherwise the deployed airbag is likely to 
break the driver's arms. 

Even though airbags have been negatively reported
about by media sources, according to the National High
way Traffic Safety Administration, 6,377 people are alive 
today because of airbags. Nl-tTSA estimates that with the 
combination of an airbag and a seatbelt, the risk of seri
ous injury is reduced by 81 percent; whereas, the belt alone 
only reduces the risk by 60 percent. Deaths in all types of 
crashes have declined. Since 1990 airbags have caused 
110 reported deaths that included 63 drivers, seven adult 
passengers, 82 children between the ages of 1 and 11, and 
18 infants. 

Of the 82 children who died as a r~sult of airbag de
ployment, 64 were not wearing a Se/ltbelt, eight were wear
ing only the lap belt portion of the seatbelt, two were in 
forward-facing car seats, not properly belted into the ve
hicle and one was sharing a lap belt with the right front 
passenger. Only six of the children killed were using the 
seatbelt properly. Whether or not the other children were 
belted is not known. 

Fifteen of the infants killed were in a rear-facing infant 
seat, while three were in a passenger's lap. 

Of the 63 drivers killed by airbags, 49 were females 
and 14 were males. Altogether, however, 41 were not wear
ing their seatbelts, five used their seatbelts incorrectly, 

See Safety Page s 



Texas offers courtesy 
patrols in major cities 
By JILL R. DANNER 
Staff Reporter 

One of the primary functions of the College of the Main
land police department is campus safety. In the interest of 
safety, the Police Team provides services that include as
sisting students and college personnel when locked out of 
their vehicles, assisting with a jump start, calling a tow 
truck, and providing escorts to and from vehicles. 

Of the six full-time and 10 part-time officers on staff, 
an officer is on campus 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
patrolling the parking lots and buildings. 

Police Team leader, Officer E.W. "Butch" Carr, empha
sizes, "It is very important to report to the Police Team if 
you will be in ·the building after 10 p.m. This is for your 
safety." Call (409) 938-1211 or,l (888) 258-8859, Ext. 
403, for non emergencies or Ext. 599 for emergencies or 
if there is no answer at Ext. 403. 

The COM Police Team is working on a Crisis Emer
gency Manual which should be ready by the end of April. 
The manual will explain emergency procedures in detail 
and will be taught at COM staff team meetings, Carr said. 

As far as safety on Texas highways is concerned, a free 
courtesy patrol is available on major freeways in Austin, 
Dallas, Fort Worth, Houston and San Antonio. The Motor 
Vehicle Highway Assistance Program is paid for by a gov
ernment grant, through taxes. The courtesy patrol will 
change a flat tire, bring gasoline, help start a car, or caH a 
tow truck. 

Assistance is available in Galveston County, but it is 
not free. The Galveston County sheriff's department may 
be contacted at (409) 938-9269 oi- (409) 948-2525. The 
department will call for a tow truck or locksmith to help 
stranded motorists. 

The courtesy patrol numbers are as follows: 
AUSTIN: Monday, through Fridays, 6 a.m. to 10 p.m., 

(512) 832-7310. 
DALLAS: Mondays through Frid_ays, 4:30 a.m. to 10 

p.m., and Saturdays and Sundays, 9:30 a.m. to 6 P·I11·, 
(211) 320-4444 or pager (214) 512-2726. 

FORT WORTH: 24 hours a day with the exception of 
Fridays and Saturdays when the service is available from 
midnight to 6 a.m. only, (8i7) 370-6656. 

HOUSTON: Mondays through Fr~days, 6 a.m. to 10 
p.m., Saturday and Sunday, 10 p.m. to 6 a.m., (713) 225-
5627. 

SAN ANTONIO: 24 hours a day, (210) 422-7782 or 
pager (210) 220-7118. 

Safety driver's priority 
Continued from Page 4 
two were unconscious and slumped over the steering wheel 
so that they were lying over the airbag, two were using 
only the shoulder portion of the seatbelt, and one was us
ing only the lap portion of the seatbelt. Of the 63 killed, 
only 15 were wearing a seatbelt properly. One driver's 
use of the seatbelt is unknown. 

The seven passengers killed by airbags were a belted 
98-year-old fe!Jlale, an unbelted 88-year-old femclle, a 
belted 64-year-old fe~ale, an unbelted 79-year-old female, 
an unbelted 57-year-old male, an unbelted 66-year-old fe
male and an unbelted 22-year-old femalt,. 

People who drive a vehicle with airbags can go to 
<www.hwysafety.org> and get their vehicle's crash test 
scores. The Web site gives an overall score, a score of the 
structure/safety cage, the area of the vehicle that surrounds 
the driver and passengers; injury measures of the head/ 
neck, chest, left leg/foot, right leg/foot and restraints, a~ 
dummy movements. Drivers also may compare their 
vehicle's rating with vehicles in the same category. 

Drivers of vehicles equipped with airbags must take the 
responsibility of ensuring every occupant's safety. The 
driver must be sure that all children ride in the backseat 
of the vehicle and that every occupant is wearing his or 
her seatbelt properly. When precautions are taken, airbags 
will save lives. 
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The U.S. Air Force band, Knight Hawk, plays the jazz tune, "Woodchoppers Ball," for an enthusiastic 
crowd that responded with applause and whistles. The band played a variety of jazz numbers in a con
cert at COM Friday, March 30. The band, stationed at Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio, performed 
songs, such as "I've Got the World on a String" sung by vocalist, Andre Rascoe, as well as "Up Fronr 
New Orleans" and "Lament." The performance took place at the Learning Resources Auditorium. Knight 
Hawk has performed at the Texas Jazz Festival, International Association of Jazz Educators Conven
tion, Corpus Christi Jazz Festival ~nd the Galveston Jazz Festival. (Photo by Jill R. Danner) 

-Toxic- chemicals danger to everyone 
By DANA SPARLING 
Assistant Editor 

"For the first time in the history of the world, every 
human being is subjected to contact with dangerous 
chemicals, from the moment of conception until -death," 
writes author Rachel Carson who is famous for her book, 
The Silent Spring. 

"The World Health Organization recently confirmed 
that, although the majority of information on chemical 
hazards is gathered in the North, most of the exposure 
and the impact is in the South," writes Adam Markham 
in A Brief History of Pollution. 

Galveston Bay, the port of Texas City, is home to seven 
major petrochemical facilities . And it is here where 
America's worst industrial disaster occurred, the Texas 
City disaster. In 1947 two freight ships loading ammo
nium nitrate fertilizer exploded and caught fire, killing 
576 people and injuring more than 4,000 people. 

Toxic waste consists'ofharmful chemicals that are iden
tified in three categories: low-level, high-level and tran
suranic waste: 

Low-level waste is produced mainly by industrial ac
tivities and materials such as nondestructive testing, pro
tective clothing, cleaning materials and cooling water. 

According to W.B. Yapp, author of Production, Pollu
tion and Protection, high-level waste is of concern be
cause of its high toxicity and long half-lives. High-level 
waste generates heat, and only after 600 years of decay is 
the heat no longer of serious consequence. 

Transuranic waste is produced mainly from military 
nuclear prograrns and has a half-life of 20 years. The . 
present policy requires transuranic waste to be incorpo
rated into borosilicate glass and encapsulated in stainless 
steel canisters that are 10 feet high, 1 foot in diameter 
and weigh 100 pounds. The canisters are then emplaced 
in deep geologic storage. 

Even when toxic waste is disposed of properly, it still 
poses a threat to the environment. Over the years, con
tamination of landfills by high-level waste has become 
more widespread. E. Willard Miller states in Environmen
tal Hazards: Toxic Waste !nd Hazardous Material, that 
in the Midwest alone, 90 percent of municipally° operated 
landfills rontain hazardous and toxic _waste. · 

Under new regulations, ind_ustries generating more tqan 
220 pounds of toxic waste per month must report the dis-

posal to the proper authorities. Officials fs::ar that small 
firms with little capital will illegally dispose of the waste 
in municipal landfills to avoid paperwork and fees of $50-
$250 per drum. 

Another method of disposal is burial. Three sites are 
designated for this and are located in South Carolina, Ne
vada and Washington state. At these sites the containers 
are inspected, monitored, and placed in shallow burial 
pits and trenches. Some toxic waste is encased in con
crete containers and placed in the ocean. Dixie Lee Ray, 
author of Trashing the Planet, found that lower radioac
tive waste is dispersed into rivers and oceans. 

In 1987 Congress voted on a bill for a permanent re
pository for high-level nuclear waste from nuclear power 
plants. The issue was debated for more than 10- years; a 
final decision was made recently. The repository is lo
cated in the Yucca Mountains, 100 miles from Las Vegas, 
Nev. It has been widely accepted that the area's ground 
water will contain waste and migrate to the surface in 
less than 1,000 years. 

On June 2, 1998, the bill was voted on by 99 state rep
resentatives. Only 39 representatives voted against the 
bill, and ,60 representatives voted for no environmental 
action to be tak;en. 

Texas Sens. Phil Gramm and Kay Bailey Hutchinson 
voted for anti-environmental action. From 1993-1999, 
Gramm voted on three environmental issues and 
Hutchinson voted on one. Roughly 100 issues were ne
glected by our senators during those six years. 

But no matter where or how toxic waste is disposed of, 
it does not go away. The elements that make up toxic 
wastes can .be harmful for many years. Radioactivity is 
measured in half-lives. A half-life is the length of time 
required for radiation to diminish by half its strength. For 
example, uranium has a half-life of 4 1/2 billion years, 
the age of the Earth. Thorium has a half-life of 14 billion 
years and plutonium's half-life is 74,000 years. 

If we continue to pollute the Earth with toxic ,waste, 
we will be drinking, bathing and breathing these toxic 
chemicals. By the time any .toxic waste weakens, we will 
all be dead. No one can outlive chemicals that take thou
sands, millions and even billions of years to dilute. These 
types of waste are produced every day. At this rate, how 
much longer can we expect the Earth to survive? 

For more information, visit <www.lcv.org> or 
<www.sa~eourenvironment.org>. 
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Many concerns voiced, heard at forum 

f' 

-~ 

COM student Courtney Johnson voices his concern 
in the Student Concerns Forum hosted by SAB March 
6 in the Student Center. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

By ROBIN LARSON 
Photography Editor 

Are you disappointed with your experience at College 
of the Mainland? The Student Activities Board held this 
semester's Student Concerns Forum on March 6 so stu
dents could v9ice any problems they had. 

The forum was held in the Student Center with COM 
President "Butch" Hayes; Pam Davenport, vice president/ 
dean of Student Services; James Templer, vice president/ · 
dean of Instruction; and Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of Col
lege and Financial Services; ready to listen to students' 
p~oblems regarding COM. 

COM student Johnny Morris spoke first saying he 
wanted campus clubs and organizations to interact with 
one another to unite students and pllow clubs ·to have a 
more enjoyable atmosphere. SAB adviser Maryann Urick 

said in response that the board planned a Club Luncheon 
March 29 so that club members could come together and 
share their experiences and be able to develop more per
sonal relationships. The luncheon was held in the Gym 
in Room P-112. Davenport agreed that it was a good idea 
to have the luncheon so that students could interact with 
one another on a one-on-one basis. 

The next concern came from student Jenny Long who 
said that ·the parking spaces in Lot A are too small for 
large vehicles. She said it was impossible for her truck to 
weave through the other vehicles to find a parking space. 
Dr. Pope told her it would be impossible to change the 
parking lot to accommodate large vehicles. He suggested 
large vehicles park elsewhere. 

Student Katina Gilmore spoke about the math course, 
Math for Liberal Arts. She said at the beginning of the 
semester the class had 21 students, but by now attendance 
had dropped to eight students. Gilmore said enrollment 
has dropped so dramatically because there are not en0t1gh 
tutors for the course. She said she has asked repeatedly 
for help from other tutors, but none will help her because 
they do not specialize in that class. When she finally found 
a tutor who could help, his two hour-tutoring time con
flicted with her schedule. Templer suggested Gilmore meet 
with him another time.to find a solution to her problem. 

Student Joyce Johnson's concern was that the closer 
she gets to graduatioo the more her classes conflict. She 
said not enough classes in different time slots are offered. 
Johnson wants more cla~ses scheduled ~etween 2 and 5 
p.m. This also was a concern addressed at last fall's fo
r.um. Templer said more afternoon classes are planned, 
and students should expect a change this fall. 

SAB members considered the forum a huge success 
because the approximately 25 students who came were 
not afraid to voice their opinions and had the opportunity 
to inform the administrators of problems and receive help
ful answers. 

"Every problem may not be corrected," Davenport said. 
"However, the ones that can be corrected will happen 
eventually." 

The next concerns forum will be held in the fall. No 
date has been set. 

COM students win 8 awards· at Sports Day 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Jhe biannual Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference 
Sports Day was held March 22 at Lee College in 

Sandi Martinez competes in the GCIC Sports Day 
volleyball competion at Lee College. COM's vol
leyball team placed first. (Photo by Robin Larson) 

Baytown. 
Seven colleges and approximately 28 students com

peted in the event. College of the.Mainland students 
brought back two first place awards, one second place 
award and five third place awards. 

The COM volleyball team placed first. Team mem
bers were Mario Martinez, Brian Alexander, Paul 
Tullis, Chris Hoot, Sandi Martinez, Linda Lopez and 
Thyias Bogan. 

COM student Helbert Salandanan placed first in ten
nis, and student Kenneth Wyatt tied for third with 
Shawn Mchone from San Jacinto Central. 

In the 3-on-3 basketball competition, COM students 
Dominique Green, Keith Sumrall, Eloi Perry and Ri
chard Goodnight placed third. 

The_ COM softball team also participated in Sports 
Day and tied for third place with San Jacinto North. 
COM team members included Chris Barkmann, Tim 
Talley, Michele Mejia, Michael Castilla, Naomi 
Grimaldo, Dennis Smith, Michael Navarro, Adam 
Files, Corey Lising, David Mullins, Janelle Castilla, 
Kelly Williamson and Brian Berg. 

Josh White represented COM in the billiards tour
nament and placed second. Erik Steinmetz competed 
in table tennis and placed third. 

The other colleges participating in Sports Day were 
Brazosport, Kingwood, North Harris Community, San 
Jacinto North and South, and Wharton County. , 

PTK i_nducts 61 
superb students 
By DAVID WRIGHT 
Staff R~porter 

The spring induction of the College of the Main
land Sigma Delta chapter of Phi Theta Kappa was 
held March 4. PTK inducted 61 new members this 
spring in the ceremony held in the Learning Re
sources Center Auditoriu~, Leslie Richardson, 
PTK adviser, said. · 

PTK President Fabian Sifuentes opened the 
ceremony with the introduction of guest speaker 
Jacquelyn Battise, an American Indian. 

Battise spoke on the importance of a person 
knowing who he or she is and what his or her . 
surroundings are. Knowing those two, she said, 
is the key to having a successful life. Battise ended 
her speech with a story about a grandmother and 
her grandson; the moral of the story was that the 
people a person looks up to, such. as a mentor 
shouldn't be taken for granted. 

Battise emphasized that people don't know how 
much mentors look after them, how much they 
do for them, and the little things mentors do that 
are just as important as the big things. 

Among those to attend were PTK advisers 
Cindy Lucas and Leslie Rkhardson, and PTK of
ficers Sifuentes, president; Simone Rieck, vice 
president; Carol Voigt, treasurer; Betty Schiel, 
secretary; and Gina Butler, historian. 

PTK requirements, set by the international so
ciety, include an intitial 3.600 grade point aver
age, completing 12 college credit hours and be
ing currently enrolled in a college level class at 
COM. PTK offers benefits such as scholarships 
and career placement opportunities. 
· For more information about a PTK member, call 

(409) 938-1211 or 1 (888)-258-8859 Richardson 
or Lucas at Ext. 329 or Ext. 326, respectively. 

Godspell auditions in May 
The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre will hold 

auditions in May for the summer musical Godspell. Be
cause the COM thc:;ater is a community theater, the audi
tions are open to the public. The aspiring actors will give 
cold readings fro·m the ·script. 

Godspell is a musical retelling of the Gospel accord
ing to Matthew. It features such popular songs as "Save 
the People;" "Day by Day," "Light of the World" and "Pre
pare Ye the Way of the Lord." 

Auditions will be held in the Fine Arts Building Sun
day, May 20, at 1:30 p.m. and Monday, May 21, at 7 p.m. 

Godspell runs from July 19 through Aug. 12. Show 
times are Thursdays through Saturdays at 8 p.m., and 
Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 

Vehicles-accepted as donations 
The American Lung Association of Texas is fighting to 

"drive out" lung disease. 
Through -the association's Vehicle Donation Program, 

individuals can receive a tax break on their 2001 federal 
income tax when they donate their old used car, truck, 
boat or recreational vehicle to the ALA of Texas. In some 
cases, the donation may be worth more as an income tax 
deduction, than as a trade-in on a new vehicle. The asso
ciation will pick up vehicles free of charge. Proceeds will 
help more than 2.2 million Texans suffering from lung 
cancer, asthma, emphysema and other lung diseases. 

To donate or for more information, call 1 (800) 252-
5864 or visit the Web site at <www.texaslung.org>. 
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YOU'LL NEVER KNOW UNLESS YOU TRY IT ON· 

Have you ever dreamed of having your byline in a news
paper? Do you write, but just don't know who would print 
your work? . 

Enroll in COMM 2311 (Newsgathering and Writing l), 
College of the Mainland's beginning jour-
nalism course and become a part of our 

. 
' 

starting from the skeletal stages of coming up with 
story ideas to producing the final product. 

Writers who already have some experience may 
enroll in COMM 2305 (Editing and Layout) with 

the professor's approval. 

award-winning campus newspaper, 
lnterCOM. IF IT FITS, WEAR IT. 

Summer I enrollment in either 
course must be accompanied with 
the lab, COMM 11291 which meets 
in the afternoons at the student's 
convenience. COMM 2,311 meets 
Mondays through Thursdays from 
l :30 to 3:20 p.m. COMM 2305 
meets Mondays through Thursdays 
from I :30 to 5:20 p.m. 

Whether you 're a journalism major, or 
just wish to sharpen your writing skills, 
becoming a member of the newspaper staff 
offers experience in an array of categories, 
including straight news, opinions, in-depth 
rep011s of your choice; movie-film-book-or
play reviews,. cartoon strips, political car
toons and personality sketches. 

As an lnterCOM staffer you get hands
on experience in newspaper construction, 

lnterCOM 

For more information call Astrid 
H. Lowery at ( 409) 938-1211 or I 

(888) 258-8859, Ext. 314, or e-mail 
alowery@mail.mainland.cc.tx.us 
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COM art student Tamisha Franklin looks at her photograph which won second place and an award of $300 
at the GCIC Student Art Competition held in February at San Jacinto College South. Franklin currently is 
a sophmore at COM and plans to attend Stephen F. Austin State University. (Photo by Jill R. Danner) 

Franklin passionate about photography 
By JILL R. DANNER 
Staff Reporter 

"I am always inspired by the many different ways 
that art affects people, the ways that emotions or opin
ions on certain subjects can change by simply being 
a piece of art," ~ays Tamisha Franklin of her photo 
which won second place and a $300 award in the Gulf 
Coast Intercollegiate Conference Student Art Com
petition held in February at San Jacinto College South. 

College of the Mainland student Franklin began her 
art career in the seventh g"rade. She entered a Design 
an Ad contest and won $25. "I drew a clown with a 
really big smile," she said. After that she began to 
take her art seriously. During the eighth grade she 
was tutored on Sundays in drawing by COM art stu
dent Sonya Bazan. Since then she has had other draw
ing tutors and presently has a mentor in photography. 

" I've learned a lot from Susan Henry in her pho
tography studio and gallery on Post Office in 
Galv~ston.'' Henry has mentored Franklin for the past 
five years, teaching her studio lighting and portrait 
photography. Franklin enjoys studio work, particu-

. larly the use of dramatic lighting. 
Franklin's favorite photographers are Cindy 

Sherman and Nan Goldin. Sherman, who does self
portraits, uses make-up and dramatic lighting to show 
women's roles in society. Goldin documents her own 
life in a personal diary of photos of herself and her 
friends . 

Franklin uses extreme lighting in her self-portraits, 
. lending them a mysterious air. In addition to photog
raphy, her favorite medium is working with an air 
brush and charcoal combined. "I don't think that any
one is doing their drawings this way," she remarks. 

Franklin will show her photos, drawings and paint
ings at the Art Walk on April 28 at Big House An
tiques on Post Office and 22nd streets in Galveston. 
The Walk is from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.; however, the art 
will be on display throughout May. 

Franklin also will donate an art piece in a silent 
auction at Windmiller 's Salon and Gallery the evening 
of the Walk. Proceeds will go to the AIDS Coalition 
of Coastal Texas. 
· When Franklin isn't creating art, she enjoys watch

ing foreign films and racing cars on her play station. 
She also finds cinema photography interesting be
cause it is another form of camera work to explore. 

Franklin, who has won various scholarship at COM 
based on her drawing and photography skills, plans 
to attend Stephen F. Austin State University in 
Nacogdoches to earn a bachelor's degree in fine arts. 
She graduated from La Marque High School in1998 
and is a sophomore here. 

Franklin is an only child and admits she is spoiled. 
Her mother takes her on a vacation of her choice ev
ery year. "This helps me grow," she says with a nod. 

Although her home is here, Franklin's heart ulti
mately is set on living in San Fransico doing com
mercial photography and fine art. 

The College of the Mainland Humanities Team will sponsor the Second Annual Poetry Fest April 26 
during College Hour in the Learning Resources Center breezeway. 

The Poetry Fest will be held in conjunction with Williams Shakespeare's birthday; April 23, 1564. 
Shakespeare wrote approximately 154 sonnets and 37 plays. 

For more information, call Dr. Mark Sanders at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 356. 

Dreams stimulate · 
more than thought 
By DANA SPARLING 
Assistant Editor 

Have you ever had a dream that seemed so real you 
confused it with reality? How about when you feel like 
you are free falling and then your body suddenly jolts 
before you hit the groun~? Do you sometimes wake up 
from a dream that seems totally outrageous and wonder 
how your mind created it? Well, if you answered yes to 
any of these questions, then you are not alone. 

We all dream, whether we remember or not. Our minds 
never sleep. We spend roughly six years of our lives 
dreaming. But the question remains-why do we dream? 

One of the prominent dream theories is Sigmund Freud's 
Sexual Theory. Freud, an Austrian physician (1859-1939), 
believed that dreams express unconscious erotic•wishes. 
They occur on two levels. Manifest dream content con
tains the remembered part of a dream. The latent content 
is uncovered with the help of an analyst and contains the 
underlying but.censored meaning of the dream. Largely, 
Freud believed the sexual urges were repressed from child
hood. 

Freudian dream examples include: If you feel you can ' t 
move, you are holding something back; and if you feel 
you are falling, you are giving into something. 

Another prominent theory comes from American psy
chologist Calvin Hall. Hall believed people mostly dream 
about common, everyday objects and situations known 
as information processing. He disagreed with Freud, stat
ing that dreams have no latent content, but rather focus 
on present concerns. Dreams, he said, are the result of the 
brain processing our daily experiences. 

According to his book, The Meaning of Dreams, Hall 
analyzed 10,000 dreams in the 1940s. Hall's research de
termined that dreams have the potential to reveal the con
ception of impulses, prohibitions, penalties, problems and 
conflicts. He also found that one out of 10 dreams occur 
in recreational settings such as dances, parties, parks and 
beaches. · 

Hall concluded five central conflicts from his research: 
1) conceptual struggle of the self in relation to mother 
and father; 2) freedom vs. security; 3) masculine traits 
vs. feminine traits; 4) culture vs. animal nature; and 5) 
life vs. death. 

. Hall 's theory agrees with Freud 's, but with slight varia
tions. Freud believed some dreams are impressions of the 
past few days. Our brain selects minor impressions that 
go unnoticed in waking life. 

Even though Hall's theory is the more logical, it is not 
the most widely accepted. Most people believe dreams 
erupt from neural activity that spreads upward from the 
brainstem due to stimulation. This theory states that 
dreams are real experiences produced by stimuli, such as 
smells, sounds, temperature changes, or lights. Stimulus 
incites reactions or experiences in dreams. A ringing alarm 
could represent bells or a siren; the sound of a car might 
represent a gun shot or an earthquake, and the feeling of a 
cold breeze would feel like skiing in your dream. 

In The Interpretation of Dreams, Laurence Porter writes 
about an experiment that was conducted in which a candle 
was placed into a sleeping person's hand on two separate 
occasions. In the first dream, the person dreamed he was 
piaying goff, and in the second dream he was lifting· a bar 
in a training class. 

There are many theories as to why we dream. Different 
cultures also have several beliefs. The ancient Hebrews 
believed dreams were gifts from God. In ancient Greece, 
dream interpreters accompanied leaders into battles be
cause it was believed dreams held important signs. Some 
early Christians believed dreams were the work of the 
devil. In ancient Egypt, dream interpreters were priests 
known as "masters of the secret things," and documented 
their findings in hieroglyphics. Finally, Freud believed 
dreams are the window to the soul. 



Expand horizons, be 
a part of lnterCOM 
By MATTHEW JOST and DAVID WRIGHT 
Copy Editor & Staff Reporter 

.Are you looking to expand your horizons? Striving for 
a career in journalism? Do you feel like your opinions 

. should be read by the public? 
If you said yes to any of these questions, then journal

ism classes might be for you. As a reporter you will be 
responsible for gathering news about public happenings 
and relaying them through the paper to the reader. 

Individuals serious about journalism careers are strongly 
encouraged to consider the benefits which can be reaped 
by attending CO M's journalism/communications program. 

Five people-formerly InterCOM staffers-who followed 
through with the· program now enjoy careers in profes
sional newspapers including, but not limited to the Hous
ton Chronicle. Two other former students have found em
ployment in public relations as well. 

Taking a journalism course will provide you with the 
proficiencies necessary to acquire a successful position 
in written media. The program not only includes in-depth 
lessons regarding journalistic writing style, but editing 
skills as well. As members of the InterCOM, students par
ticipate in bringing a story from imagination to paper, from 
page layout to newspaper page. 

Interested in writing, but uncertain as to whether or not 
you would like to attend class? Enrolling for the commu
nications lab will allow you to participate in production 
of the InierCOM and will introduce you to the writing 
methods used in media, without all of the-responsibility. 

Journalism classes are open to all students, no experi
ence is needed and you don't have to be a journalism ma
jor. The InterCOM is looking for people who love to write. 

For those looking for the class in the COM summer 
schedule, you can stop, it isn't there. Nevertheless, jour
nalism classes are being offered in the Summer I session. 

The beginning class, Newsgathering and Writing I, 
COMM 2311; Index 2230, meets Mondays-Thursday 
1:30-3:30 p.m. in L-246. Newspaper Publications, COMM 
1129, Index 2219, is the journalism lab which must be 
taken concurrently with the writing class but has no set 
hours. With the professors' permission exceptions to the 
concurrent enrollment can made. Students who have some 
journalism experience may, with the professors' permis
sion, enroll in a higher level journalism course. 

For more information call journalism Professor Astrid 
H. Lowery at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 
314. Summer I classes begin May 29 and end July 6. 

Sylvia engaging comedy 
Continued from Page 1 ----------
the dog. Johnston provides the couple with advice through 
several comical roles. 

Sylvia is an engaging comedy with a heart-warming 
conclusion. Comedy enthusiasts are encouraged to join 
the fun and applaud a job well done by some of COM 
theater's finest talent. 

Refreshments, which were served in the lobby on open
ing night, March 29, included an array of different appe
tizers and were accompanied by ·a talented musical per
formance of private woodwind instructor John Wolfskill's 
clarinet choir. 

The choir, which performed such works as the "Clari
net Polka" and pieces by Mozart consisted of six mem
bers in addition to Wolfskill: Amber Turner, Cayce Har
ris, Sharon Shimek, James Carter, Kristy Godwin and 
Jonathan Rigby. 

Sylvia wilrbe playing through April 29 Thursdays, Fri
days and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 

For tickets call the Arena Theatre Box Office Tuesdays
Fridays at ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 
Tickets range from $8 to $18 based on seating. Discounts 
are available for students and senior citizens. Children 
under 4 are not permitted. VISA, Discoyery, and 
Mastercards are accepted. 
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The COM Senior Spanish II class gathers around instructor Mary Garcia (front center). COM held a Senior Expo 
Wednesday, March 14, in the Gym from 10 a.ni. to 4 p.m. The Seniors displayed Mexican and South American 
memorabilia, such as Mexican textbooks, discs and tapes. Piriatas, candles, plants, art, emergency phones, and 
gardening services were given away as door prizes. (Photo by Jill R. Danner) 

COM Senior E:Xpo 'super turnout' 
By JILL R. DANNER and MICHAEL K. SMITH 
Staff Reporters 

A super turnout of community and college members 
viewed the Senior Expo in the College of the Mainland 
Gym March 14, as they listened to the sounds of John 
Gondesen's Sundown Music. 

Shirley Hollingsworth, chairwoman for Senior Pro
grams and Senior Services, estimated that 700·people at
tended the Expo, which showcased Senior classes and 
activities. A committee of senior adults arranged the event, 
which featured exhibits of crafts and artwork, held dur
ing COM's spring break. 

Mary Garcia's Senior Spanish II class participated in 
the event. They displayed Mexican and South American 
memorabilia, such as Mexican t~xtbooks, discs and tapes. 

"We had a lot of compliments from the people who 

turned out at the fair," Garcia said. Her Spanish class also 
provided piiiatas to be among the 60 door prizes awarded 
during the Expo, which lasted from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Other groups provided door prizes that included candles, 
plants, art, emergency phones and gardening services. 

The University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston 
· "'had a table at which personnel took blqod pressure read

ings, and gave cholesterol and glucose screenings. 
In reference to the Expo, Garcia said, "I'm certain that 

the large turnout will increase enrollment for next year." 
Senior Spanish classes are offered through the COM 

Continuing Education Department, and are open to any 
age. The school year begins with Spanish land ends with 
Spanish IV. 

Garcia strives to teach Spanish in fun and easy ways. 
One of her students' favorite games is "loteria," Spanish 
for bingo. 

Pockets bare-need to save money? 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

People are always looking for ways to save money. Of 
course, there are the usual expenses that can be elimi
nated first, such as dining out, resort vacations, designer 
clothes and so on. What if cutting back on those expenses 
just is not enough? 

The Consumer. Credit Counseling Services recently is
sued a news release offering more ways to save money. 
Tommye White, director of counseling,. training and de
velopment, says that food, clothing and housing account 
for most expenses for families and suggests these areas 
are where families can save the most. ' 

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics' Consumer 
Expenditure Survey, in 1999 the average American house
hold spent $5,031 on food, of which $2,116 was spent on 
dining out; $12,057 on housing, and $1,743 on apparel. 

To assist families trying to save money, CCCS offers 
the following tips for saving money on food: 

• Plan a week's worth of meals in advance and 
buy accordingly. 
Shop with a list. 
Stock up on non-perishable items. 
Clip coupons and buy items on sale. 
Buy in bulk, particulary items such as cereal and 
detergent. 
Purchase spring water by the gallon at distribu
tion centers. 
Compare price-per-ounce or other unit prices on 
shelf labels, stock up_ on those items with low 
per-unit costs. 

CCCS gives these tips for cutting cost on clothing: 

Shop for clothes at upscale resale shops. 
Stick with white shirts and blouses that can be 
mixed and matched with many outfits. 
Iron your own shirts and blouses and use home 
drycleaning kits. 

Tips for saving money on housing include: 
• · Do minor plumbing and other home ~epairs your 

self. Read a home improvement book or consult 
an expert ahead of time. 
Insulate your attic, doors and windows to mini
mize air loss. The average family spends $1,300 
a year on home utilities and could reduce its en
ergy consumption by up to 30 percent by being 
more energy efficient. 

Transportion also can be costly. The average Ameri~an 
family spends $7,011 on transportion per year according 
to the Consumer Expen!1iture Survey. Even though 
transportion may not be one of the big three necessitities, 
CCCS also offers some tips on saving money: 

Plan car trips so fhat you complete several er
rands during each trip. For example, if you're 
going to the grocery store, return the video rental 
so you won't have to make another trip. 
Take a defensive driving course and reduce your 
car insurance. Some defensive driving plans are 
offered online. 
Keep your tires properly inflated so your engine 
doesn't have to work harder to move the car, and 
keep your engine tuned so you get the most 
mileage out of your gasoline. 

CCCS offers these tips and many other money man
·agement ideas. For more information or help, call a credit 
counselor at 1 (800) 873-2227. 
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Campus Life 

Michael Farris, district manager of Modern Woodman of America, was one of many participants at the Career Fair 
held March 22 at the Nessler Center in Texas City. The fair was sponsored by COM and the Texas City Gulf Coast 
Career Center. For those who missed this fair, don't worry ... COM plans to make the Career Fair an annual event 
since it was so successful this year. (Photo by Robin Larson) 

COM sponsors first annual Career Fair 
By MATTHEW JOST 
_C_o.:..p.a..y_E_d_i_to_r _______________ • 

For the first time College of the Mainland and the Texas 
City Gulf Coast Caree_r Center sponsored a Career Fair. 

Approximately 400 to 500 visitors gathered at the 
Nessler Center in Texas City on March 22 to participate 
in this event. It proved to be a busy day for the represen
tatives of the 85 businesses that took part, and for the 
huge number of visitors. 

Career Fair attendees found a wide assortment of busi
nesses ranging from U.S. Army recruitment booths to fast 
food franchises to more technical industries such as MRI 
Technologies. 

Columns of tables at which the booths were set up filled 
the spacious convention room. Friendly representatives 
stood proudly and patiently beside their booths, ready to 
provide answers to questions their brochures did not cover. 
Also many of the industries' representatives provided free 
novelty items such as coupons, candy and key chains ere- ·· 
ating an environment both fun and professional. 

Some community-based businesses such as the Texas 
City Fire Department also were present advertising their 
need for more employees. 

David Teverbaugh of the fire department described fire 
fighting as a " highly technical job" and explained with a 

hint of disappointment that the Texas City Fire Depart
ment is short on firefighters. 

Those interested in becoming firefighters can call the 
Recruitment Information 24 Hour Career Hotline at ( 409) 
643-5709 . . 

The Double Arches Corp. of McDonald's was at the 
fair emphasizing special benefits available to its employ
ees, such as the College Textbook Reimbursement Pro
gram. 

Recipients of the McDonald's program can receive up 
to 100 percent reimbursement after a year of employment 
under the Double Archesiranchise if they are enrolled in 
a college. 

For more information on the reimbursement program 
and other benefits provided by the Double Arches Corp., 
call (281) 334-6159. 

The Texas City Fire Department and the Double Arches 
Corp. were only two examples of tile many opportunities 
available to participants of the Career Fair. Those who 
missed out this year need not worry because COM in
tends to sponsor the same event annually after its suc
cessful introduction this year. 

For more information contact Patricia Williams, direc
tor of Career Services at ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 529. Students may also visit the Career Ser
vices office on the second floor of the Student Center. 

And the winner is ••• 
Continued from Page 1 
winner is a complex one. Several years ago a formula 
was devised whereby a ratio is used so that professors 
who have only a few students will not be at a disadvan
tage when the winner is determined. 

First, the votes must be tal~ied and then sorted from 
highest to lowest. After that, Boone will look at the rmm
ber of votes received against the number of students taught 
by that teacher. 

Next, it is the tum of the student committee to judge. 
Their first job is a surprise visit to the nominees ' classes 
to sit in and evaluate the teachers. Then the committee 
members make sure that the students of the nominees are 
given evaluation forms to fill out. Finally, committee 
members ask the contestants 10 questions which will re
veal some personal details about them. Then Boone re
views the answers and tallies the final scores. 

The teacher of the year receives a $1,500 stipend for 
professional development and automatically becomes the 
Piper Prqfessor nominee for fall 2001. The Piper Profes
sor is a Texas award which is given to only 10 teachers 
from either universit'ies or community colleges. 

Boone says, "The hardest thing to do is keep it a secret 
for a couple of weeks." 
Michael K. Smith contributed to this story. 

Earn credits in Mexico 
Continued from Page 1 
ically. It has Mexico's largest Indian population, 15 tribes, 
which constitute approximately 90 percent of its popula
tion. Originally an Aztec garrison, Oaxaca was conquered 
in 1521 by the Spaniards. The city was founded eight years 
later by Heman Cortes, and to this day retains a unique 
indigenous culture. Most of the community is descended 
from the acient Zapoetc and Mixtec people, and Oaxaca 
is the place where cultures meet. The pre-Columbian and 
colonial influences coexist in the region. 

Naranjo, who is a native.of Oaxaca, believes the trip is 
important not only because it gives Spanish students
who will stay with Oaxacan fa_milies-a singular oppor
tunity to improve their Spanish skills while earning cred
its and continuing eduction units, but also because under
standing the cultural component of a language is essen
tial to its mastery. 

Up to eight credit hours can be earned in Spanish·!, II, 
III and IV as well as CEU's for multicultural experience, 
Spanish and history. 

For more information about tuiti(?n and other costs, 
Chuck Buddenhagen can be contacted at (409) 938-1211 
or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 517. For more information abo_ut 
Oaxaca, contact Naranjo at Ext. 353. 

COM Police Officer goes above and beyond duty 
Continued from Page 1 

Together, Dowdy and Buddenhagen grabbed the Gym 
door in an attempt to pull it closed when another sudden 
gust flung it from their hands damaging the frame. It took 
a second attempt by both Buddenhagen and Dowdy to 
grasp the door before they fin!tlly closed it. 

Buddenhagen commended Dowdy for rescuing him and 
doing a good job of ensuring campus safety. "It was just 
incredible ... he went right back into that storm and went 
building to building to building to make sure everyone 
was OK. He is the hero ... I can't praise him enough." 

Dowdy 's concern was that there were more people on 
campus. "Some people were loading tables over at Tech/ 
Voe so I checked on them. I started making my rounds 
through the buildings making sure that nobody was hurt." 

While making those rounds, Dowdy discovered that the 
school had suffered some damage. "We had a window 
blown out over at Fine Arts facing parking Lot D; we had 
a door blown out in Tech/Voe by child care; we had part 

of the roof come off the back of Tech/Voe; (the) skylight 
came off of Administration; garbage cans were in the pond; 
the roof ( of the Technical/Vocational Building) was in the 
middle of the back parking lot like going into (Lot) D and 
(Lot) E; it was kinda spooky." 

Despite the threat of being picked up by the fierce winds 
or hit by debris, Dowdy was not afraid to go outside. 
"That's just part of the job," Dowdy said nonchalantly. 

The biggest thing to surprise Dowdy wasn't the vio
lence of the storm or the damage it caused. "The biggest 
thing that surprised me was that Chuck started to walk 
back out the door and I was Jike, 'Chuck, stay in here, ' 
'cause I saw something on the ground that looked like 
glass ... it had blown out the windows of the van on the 
driver 's side." . 

Neither Buddenhagen nor Dowdy had seen any funnel 
clouds or heard the "roar" commonly associated with tor
nadoes. Dowdy suggested that the weather 's activity could 
have been just strong winds due to the lack of signs indi-

eating a tornado. Dowdy does confi.rm, however, that he 
has never seen winds as strong as the ones he witnessed 
that afternoon. 

After the storm had passed, the campus was littered with 
debris. Dowdy commended the COM custodial staff for a 
job well done in removing the waste 'ieft behind by the 
storm. "The janitors got on the ball real quick, got the 
glass cleaned up_. They didn't mess around." 

Fortunately, Buddenhagen was the only individual on 
campus to be so endangered by the storm. Dowdy said 
everyone else o_n campus had managed to stay inside and 
other than being a little "shaken up" were all right. 

Dowdy's·advice to people who find themselves in situ
ations such as he witnessed that Wednesday afternoon is 
that "if a bad rain starts coming, get indoors and wait un
til it passes." He added, "Stay away from the glass doors _ 
because it came so quick-it was unexpected. One minute 
it wasn ' t raining; 15 minutes later, it was like a tornado 
came through. It was unbelievable." 



What's Happening 
COM, Center of the Universe 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre will 
present the Southwest premiere of John Vail 
Thorne's play, The Exact Center of the Universe, 
May 31-June 24. 

Vada Love Powell is an elderly southern maiden 
devoted to her son Appleton. When the eccentric 
Appleton chooses a wife, his mother's disagree
m·ent causes a comedic culture clash. 

Showtimes for the premiere are Thursdays 
through Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 
p.m. COM student and senior citizen discounts are 
available. For tickets call the Box Office at ( 409) 
938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 

Old books, magazines needed 
Have any old books lying around the house? 

Wondering what to do with those old magazines 
or school books the bookstore wouldn't buy back? 

Well, here's what you do. 
The College of the Mainland Student Govern

ment is sponsoring a Book Drive now through 
April 30. Donations can be dropped off in the Stu
dent Center in rooms SC-111 and SC-116. All pro
ceeds will be distributed to local women and 
children's shelters by COM science Professor 
Chuck Buddenhagen. For several years 
Buddenhagen has successfully collected and dis-
tributed all types of books and magazines. 

Multicultural Feast-April 10 
The College of the Mainland.Student Activities 

Board will once again host the biannual 
Multicultural Luncheon in the Student Center Sun 
Room April 10, 12:30-1:30 p.m .. 

Students, faculty and staff are welcome, but all 
are asked to bring at least one dish for the feast. 
The dish can reflect the individual's culture, which 
might include Jack in the Box tacos. International 
students do not need to bring a dish to be admittted. 

The purpose of the luncheon is to allow partici
pants the opportunity to discusS'thefr heritage and 
to learn about one another's cultures as well as to 
recognize international students attending COM. 

For more information call Maryann Urick, Stu
dent Activities Board adviser, at ( 409) 938-1211 
or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

COMunity offers scholarships 
The College of the Mainlan_d union, COMunity, 

is offering 10 scholarships for the fall. Members 
of local unions or their family members are eli
gible to apply. 

Union President and psychology Professor 
Alice Watford is enthusiastic about the 
scholarships."The COMunity membership is 
pr:_oud to be able to provide COM students an op
portunity to continue their education." 

Applicants must reside in the COM s-ervice area 
and must have and maintain a minimum 2.5 grade 
point average. 

Ten awards of up to $500 per semester are given. 
The deadline to apply is noon Friday, April 20. 

Winners will be selected by May 4. For more in
formation about the scholarships, contact Profes
sor Ouida Sanmann, COMunity vice president, at 
( 409) 938-1211 or 1(888) 258-8859, Ext. 317. 

Scholarship applications may be picked up from 
the Student Financial Aid Office in the Adminis
tration Building, RoomA-149, Mondays and Tues
days, 8 a.m.-7 p.m, and Wednesdays through Fri: 
days, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
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Career Services offers many benefits 
By JILL R. DANNER 
Staff Reporter 

Did you know that you can create a resume for your
self even while you're still in school? That's right, you 
simply have to project your date of graduation. This al
lows your resume to begin circulating before you actu
ally graduate. 

College of the Mainland students learned this and a 
whole lot more when they attended Patricia Williams' in
formative workshop on resume writing Jan. 30. Williams 
is the director of Career Services. 

If you haven't decided on a career yet, a brochure avail
able in the Career Services office on the second floor of 
the Student Center will help you decide your personality 
type: persuader, organizer, doer, thinker, creator or helper. 
For each type, career possibilities are listed. 

Help with resume writing is one of the new services 
the college offers students as well as staff and faculty, 
local employers and community members. Williams also 

• 

goes out into the field to do workshops if necessary. 
Career Services offers more than resume writing; it also 

helps students with choosing a major and planning a ca
reer. It would behoove any student to visit this experi
enced and motivated woman for a list of services pro
vided. 

Williams, who came to COM July 5, has worked at 
various universities, such as the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville; Dillard University, New Orleans, La.; and the 
University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa. 

When Williams considered coming to COM she had 
several job offers from all over the country. She chose 
COM specifically because of the diversified population 
and nontraditional people with special needs. "And," she 
said with her chin high and an infectious smile, "I Jove 
the island; it is beautiful." 

Do yourself a favor: Find out more about the help that 
is available to you as a COM student. 

Williams may be contacted at ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 529. 

CON-TEXT displayed in Art Gallery 
By JON NELSON 
Staff Reporter 

The visual arts and the written word converge in the 
College of the Mainland Art Gallery Exhibit CON-TEXT. 
The thematically organized gallery presents 10 artists who 
use text in their work. The exhibit, l~cated in the Fine 
Arts Building, runs through April 12. 

Bill Davenport, who has two pieces in the gallery, came 
to COM to speak about his art March 22. He told listen
ers how he experimented with different materials after 
becoming dissatisfied with his own paintings. 

COM Art Gallery Curator Janet Hassinger pointed out 
that Dave11£ort's work blurs tl.!_e line between craft and 
art, something Davenport himself discussed when he vis
ited COM. He wryly raised questions that pervade post 
modernity: Just what is art and how is this determined? 

Davenport's two pieces in the gallery, "Open" and 
"Closed," are simulacra ·of the open and closed signs 
placed on doors and windows of businesses, the differ
ence being that Davenport's versions are done in needle
point. This playful use of ordinary objects goes back at 
least to the French artist Marcel Duchamp. 

Duchamp became internationally famous at a relatively 
late age, having his first retrospective when he was in his 
mid-70s. He was known and championed by the surreal
ists and other painters and sculptors along with art world 
insiders, but in his last years he achieved widespread fame 
and came to be seen as the embodiment of a certain solu
tion to problems raised by modernity that 20th century 
artists had long struggled with. 

His name is now almost as well-known as Piccasso's 
or Matisse's, and his influence is identifiable in much of 
what has been done in the last 30 years. Incidentally, 
Duchamp used text in his most famous work, "Fountain," 
a urinal turned 90 degrees upon which Duch;imp scrawled 
the French pun "R. Mutt/1917." 

Other pieces in the gallery seem to be a world away 
from Davenport's playfulness and evoke an immediate 
emotional response. . 

"Self-Portrait Surviving Chemo" by Helen Om~n shows 
a woman who is recovering from cancer. Althm_Jgh her 
face is pale and her clothes are painted in light, nearly 
fragile colors, something other than weakness is commu
nicated through her large brown eyes. The woman stands 

-in the center of the painting, life-sized, unmovable, and 
looking directly at the viewer, almost as if she is ready to 
say something, if only her lined mouth were not tightly 
closed. The first impression is one of silence. Then one 
begins to read the dizzying text that is oriented at weird 
angles and hidden by the dark background against which 
the woman is framed. Taken from a book given to Oman 
by her physician, it describes the side-effects of chemo
therapy. 

Innumerable artists have used text to supplement their 

work. The illuminated manuscripts of the Middle Ages 
are filled with the zoomorphic marginalia of asses play
ing lyres and snails chasing knights. In the 1960s Roy 
Lichtenstein campily used comic book panels filled with 
teen-agers exchanging vacant dialogue. 

However, it was in the 1910s and 1920s that Cubism 
inaugurated a new mix of textual and traditional elements. 
One result of this early 20th century movement is the en
during subordination of texts inside works of art that ~limi
nate the didactic purposes they might have fulfilled else
where. The Cubist legacy of using scraps of newspaper 
and advertisements is now a comman practice. 

Many of the artists featured in the gallery not only use 
ttxt but found inspiration in _poets and novelists. Ian 
Crawley wrote about his work that he was influenced by 
T.S. Eliot, Rainer Maria Rilke, Franz Kafka and others. 
Both of his sculptures on display in ~e gallery echo 
themes found in the New Testament: the seven deadly 
s1ns and "judge not lest ye be judged." In "Judge Not" the 
words Judge Not are engraved onto a padlock which.is 
attached to a rough-surfaced yellow rock. Rusty chains 
suspend other, smaller rocks. The work seems to tug down
ward on the engraved words. 

The other artists in the gallery are Leslie Kneisel, Tu
dor Mitroi, Irene Hardwick Olivieri, Lesley Patterson, 
Gaylen Stewart, Michelle Van Parys and David Willfams. 

COM students, David Wright (foreground) and Mat
thew Jost, examine a piece displayed in the COM Art 
Gallery exhibit: CON-TEXT. The exhibit, which runs 
through April 12, features art by 1 o artists who use 
text in their work. (Photo by April Brandon) 
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What's Happening 

Los Gallitos a Mariachi band performs for the Cinco de Mayo celebration held in the LAC Auditorium last May. 
The band will play again at this year's celebration Thursday, May 3, in the LAC breezeway at 6 p.m. (File Photo) 

Cinco de Mayo celebratio·ns at COM 
By DAVID WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland is hosting its 28th annual Cinco 
de Mayo Festival April 30 through May 5. 

Since the inception of the event in 1974, the objective 
has been to create a link between COM and the Mexican
American community. 

Dr. Manuel Urbina, COM professor of American his
tory, is the originator of the COM Amigos club and of the 
COM Cinco de Mayo celebrations. He explained that this 
is a Mexican celebration, not a Spanish one. • 

Cinco de Mayo was a victory for Mexico over the 
French, which gave Mexican troops the courage to keep 
fighting to win tbe conflict of 1862. 

The COM Amigos and the Student Activities Board 
plan a Cinco de Mayo festival Thursday, May 3, at 12:30. 
The festival, which will feature refreshments, entertain
ment, a pifiata and a jalapefio eating contest, is open to all 
at COM as well as the community. 

Dr. Hector Diaz Zermefio, a visiting professor from the 
National University of Mexico in Mexico City, will lec
ture on Mexican culture May 3 from 2 to 3:30 _p.m. in 
Room T-007 of the Technical/Vocational Building. Seat
ing will be limited to the first 75. 

Dr. Zermefio also will present copies of his two most 
recently published books. 

Before the evening program on May 3, Los Gallitos 

(Little Roosters), a Mariachi band will play outside the 
Learning Resources Center, in the breezeway from 6-7 
p.m. The band consists of six members, four of whom are 
siblings. The band leader is the mother of the four sibings. 

The last evont on May 3 will be a program in the LRC 
A!!ditorium. At 7:45 p.m. a Mexican dance group, 
Compafifa de Danza Jareni, will perform. 

Both the U.S. and the Mexican national anthems will 
be played by COM faculty members: Sparky Koerner, on 
trumpet, and Paul Boyd, on piano. 

COM president, Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes, will offi
cially welcome all the visitors. 

Dr. Zermefio will lecture again, this time on the Diplo
matic Correspondence between President Lincoln and 
President Juarez during the French Intervention. 

The celebration will conclude with more Mariachi mu
sic and a slideshow on Mexican history and culture. 

All week the COM Library will display authentic 
Mexican historical documents and artifacts, such as the 
original documents of the Emperor.Maximilian and also 
Aztec and Mayan Indian artifacts. 

On Friday, May 4, a banquet and program, sponsored 
by the Cinco de Mayo Community Committee, will be at 
the Doyle Convention Center. Banquet tickets are $10. 

On Saturday, May 5, a parade and a fiesta will be held 
in downtown Texas City. The public is welcome. 

For more information about the events, call Dr. Urbina, 
at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 307. 

UpCOMing Events 
April IO 

Multicultural Luncheon (fz> 12:JO p.m. in the Student 
Center Sun Room. Bring a dish. 

April 11 ~ 
Introduction to Golf Workshop@ 6 p.m. in the Gym 

April 12 
Student Government meeting@ 12:30 p.m. in A-127 
Outdoor Club canoe trip on the GuadaJupe River 4113 
@6 p.m. through 4/15 @9 a.m. 

April 13-15 
Campus clo:sed for Spring Holidays 

April 16 
Classes resume 
last day to drop a spring semester class with a ··w• 
Fall Campus and Telephone Registration begins 

April 17 
"Making the Transition from School to Work" 
workshop@ 12:30p.m. inSC-212 
Students forOui.st meeting@ 12:30 p.m. in P-118 
COM Amigos meeting@ 12:30 p.m.inTV-314 
SAB meeting@ 12:30 p.m. in P-U0 

April 18 
Merengue Workshop@? p.m. in P-112 
Free Choral Conccrt@7:30p.m.in F-117 

Aprill9 
GCIC Beach Volleyball and Golf Sports Day at Stewart 
Beach in Galveston. Sign up in the Gym. 
Child Development Club meeting@ 12:JO p.m. in TV-
326 
Finals in A & B volleyball league from 6-IO p.m. in the 
Gym . 

Student Show Art Exhibit opens and will run through 
May I in the COM Art Gallery 

Apri120 

April26 
Art Festival from lO a.m.-8 p.m. 
Finals in AB & C volleyball from 7- IO p.m. 

April27 
Co-cd Soccer Club@7:30 p.m.@Sportsplex I 

April28 
Spring Tennis Tournament@ 8 a.m. 
PTKAdopt a Beach Cleanup@8:30 a.m. in 
Galveston 

April29 
Spring Tennis Toumument (!! 8 a.m. 

Co-«! Soccer Club game@ 7:30 p.m.@ Sportsplex I April 30 

April23 
Free Concert Band Concert@8 p.m. in F-117 

April24 
SABmeeting@ 12:30p.m. in P-1 HJ 
Students for Christ meeting@ 12:30 p.m. in P-118 

April25 
Professional Secretaries Day 

last day lo donate books for Student Government 
Book Drive 

May 11 
Graduation @7:30 p.m. at Doyle Convention • 
Center 

May 21. 
One-stop Credit Registration for Summer School 
from 8 a.m.- 7 p.m. in Gym 

Peop~e Speak Out 
By InterCOM Editors and Staff 

In Columbine and similarly related high school 
shootings, signs of trouble were evident in the 
young men beforehand. School authorities have 
said they do not see bullying as the cause of 
shootings, but merely as a potential underlying 
problem that needs to be addressed. With the in
crease in numbrs high school shootings through
out the nation over the course of the past several 
years, InterCOM asked the question: ;'What can 
be done to control violence in schools?'' 

Angela Kush: I be
lieve that the parents 
should explain to kids 
the difference between 
reality and fiction and 
peer mediators should 
take a more active role. 

Pat Harris: Tighten up 
security. Treat 'em like 
military kids. 

Drew Zangoullis: 
Metal detectors in en
trance ways. Send all 
the students to boot 
camp. They all need a 
good swift kick in the 
ass. 

E.W. "Butch" Carr: 

James Boyd: There's 
no real way to keep 
guns out of schools. 
They could beef up se
curity. A lot of schools 
don't have guards or 
metal detectors. 

David Mullins: Secu
rity should se;trch the 
students for weapons. 

Zack Winn: The par
ents need to be involved 
with their kids. The kids 
need guidance. Tackle 
kids' minds. 

Ryan Cook: Cop ac-
t ion isn't necessary. 
They should make a 
psychological profile 

1 . 

Mom and Dad have to 
take care of kids a little 
better. You can't pre
dict when people are 
going to go off the wall. 

on each student when 
they enter ~he schoo~ 



American rights editorial 
S~e Page 2 

Congratulations Class of 2001 
Have a great summer! 

Animal testing 
See Page 7 

May 
2001 

TIPA Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

The nominees surround music Professor Sparky Koerner after he was announced Outstanding Teacher 
of the Year. From left Renate True, biology; Alice Watford, psychology; Koerner, jazz; Ellen Johnson, 
cosmetology; Freda O'Connor, graphic arts. (Photo by Jill A. Danner) 

Koerner Outstanding Teacher of Year 2001 
By ROBIN LARSON 
Photography Editor 

The College of the Mainland Employee Recogni
tion Dinner was held at the Charles T. Doyle Conven
tion Center in Texas City April 27. The annual dinner 
recognizes all employees for their dedication and hard 
work, awards certificates for length of service and hon
ors the Outstanding Teacher of the Year. 
' The dinner had festivities before the presentation of 
the special award, which music Professor Sparky 

Koerner won. 
Jim Higgins. director of Public Information asked 

during dinner if anyone knew the answer to how many 
gallons of water are in Lake Eckert. He said whoever 
announced the correct amount would be awarded a 
bottle of wine. No one could estimate the correct 
amount, so Higgins dropped numerous hints, but he 
didn't award anyone the wine. Lake Eckert contains 
9.9 million gallons of water. 

Vice President/Dean of Instruction James Templer 
See Finalists Page 7 

Class of '01 ready 
to graduate May 11 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Graduation is just around the corner and there are sev
eral things graduating students need to remember. 

The College of the Mainland commencement ceremony 
will be held May 11 at 7:30 p.m. at the Charles T. Doyle 
Convention Center in Texas City. The center holds ap
proximately 1,400 people, so a large overflow room with 
a screen televising the ceremony live will be available in 
case the seats fill up. 

Stl\dents should have received directions to the con
vention center with their graduation· packets. 
Graduates need to arrive at 6:45 p.~. along with partici
pating faculty and professional staff. 

The guest speaker will be Dr. George R . .Qoggs, presi
dent and chief executive officer of American Associa
tion of Community Colleges. 

Graduates should stop by the COM Bookstore to pick 
up graduation gowns through May 11. On May 11, the 
bookstore wiil ~top di~tributing the gowns at '+ p.m. 

Students may purchase videotapes ot'graduation. The 
videotapes, which must be pre-ordered and pre-paid, may 

See Graduating? Page·s 

InterCOM does it 
again, wins 5 TIPA 

Awards 
See lnterCOM Page 8 

Students celebrate annual Cinco de Mayo fiesta 
By DAVID WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

Tejano music blasting from the Learning Resources Center breezeway gave the clue 
that another Cinco de Mayo celebration was underway. As a matter of fact, it was the 28th 
celebration held at College of the Mainland since Dr. Manuel Urbina II, history profes
sor, initiated the COM celebration in 1974. The day's events included a fiesta, two lee~ 
tures, Mariachi music and folkloric dancing, which culminated the festivities May 3. 

Cinco de Mayo is a Mexican festival that commemorates the victory of the Mexican 
forces over the invading French in the Battle of Puebla May 5, 1862. The confrontation 
started because of a debt that Mexico owed the French. 

Though a Mexican festival, a variety of cultures were represented at the daylong fiesta. 
"This was an excellent experience for me to attend," said COM student Courtney 

Johnson. "Even though I am African American I enjoy coming to events such as these so 
I can be well-informed about other cultures." 

People enjoyed the food, music and sun. They danced to Selena's music, ate tacos and 
tamales, and chatted with friends. · 

In the middle of all the fun the MC, Ernest Gonzales, announced that Anthony Castelline, 
COM Amigos Student Government representative, had been accepted to Texas A&M 
University. "I'm so excited for him," said Stephanie Shackelford, Castelline's giilfriend. 

See Jalapeflo Page 2 

COM Amigos Adviser Alice Whistler, Thelma Slaughter from Guatemala and Annabelle 
·eradking dance at the Cinco de Mayo celebration May 3. (Photo by Robin Larson) 
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J alapeiio contest winner~ receive_ T.P~ _ 
Continued from Page 1 
"He's been waiting to go 
there for a long time." 

Ajalapeno eating con
test took place in which 
five contestants wer7 
given five jalapenos 
apiece, with the first one 
to finish being the win
ner. The competitors 
were Alberto Marroquin, 
first place; Maria Dr. Hector Diaz Zermeno 
Pacheco, second place; 
Nicole Whittington, third place; Johnson, fourth place; 
and Spanish Professor Rafael Naranjo, disqualified. 

Naranjo was reprimanded when he bit into a jalapeno 
before the official gave the signal to start. He left the table 
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and his space was not filled. On the second attempt 
Marroquin devoured the competition. When asked how 

,he felt after eating all the jalapenos he said: "It's nothing. 
I usually eat 10 in a sitting." The winners received money 
and a roll of toilet paper. 

In the Grito contest, participants do a Mexican yell. Brad 
Blankenship shattered opponents with his Grito whoop. 
Jackie Martinez came in second and Jenny Long came in 
third. When a.sked how he did it, Blankenship said, "Basi
cally, I took the power of Cinco de Mayo and America, 
and with God's guidance I took it home." 

"This was an excellent day," said Maryann Urick, Stu
dent Activities Board adviser. "Perfect event, even better 
than last (year's). There was great cooperation between 
the two groups (SAB and COM Amigos), and I'm grate
ful to the grounds crew for their help." 

"A wonderful day," said Alice Whistler, COM Amigos 
adviser. "We had community people come and participate." 

After the initial fun, the mood switched to a time to rec
ollect past events and analyze them, with the hope of un
derstanding others better. Dr. Hector Dfaz Zermeno, pro
fessor at the National University of Mexico in Mexico City, 
gave an afternoon lecture with Dr. Urbina translating. Dr. 
Zermeno spoke on his book about Mexican General Santa 
Anna. He spoke about the belief of the Mexican press that 
Santa Anna was a traitor to Mexico. His purpose in writ
ing the book was to exonerate the Mexican army of the 
ridicule Santa Anna's treason subjected them to. 

At 6 p.m. a traditional Mexican Mariachi music_ concert 
took place in the LRC breezeway. "Los Gallitos" played 
several pieces. Then Dr. Urbina borrowed a musician's 
trumpet and with the Mariachis' accompaniment played 
'!Spanish Eyes." Dr. Urbina dedicated the song to Dona 
Ampara Ortiz Hayes, COM President Dr. Homer "Butch" 
Hayes' wife. -"Los Gallitos" has performed in Cinco de 
Mayo celebrations at COM for the last 20 years. 

Then at 7:15 p.m. in the LRCAuditorium Dr. Zermeno, 
with Dr. Urbina again translating, spoke of the diplomatic 
correspondence between U.S. President Abraham Lincoln 
and the President of Mexico Benito Juarez during the 
French intervention of Mexico: After his lecture, the 
Compania de Danza "Jareni" from Huitzuco, Guerrero, 
Mexico, performed Mexican folkloric dances under the 
artistic direction of Professor Oscar Viveros Garcia. 

At the beginning of their performance, the dancers ex
perienced difficulties with their taped music. Fortunately, 
Dr. Urbina gave an inpromtu lecture pn the silver mines 

See 'First Lady' Page 3 

Americans need to 
take rights seriously 

What defines an American? 

Matthew 
Jost 

Maybe it's that guy you saw downtown with the 
purple mohawk. Perhaps you saw them on an early 
Saturday morning urging you to take their Jehovah's 
Witnesses pamphlets. Possibly it's that guy George 
what's-his-name that everyone refers to as Mr. President. 

Being an American is all these things and more. It's 
who we are, however we are. Whatever we want to be. 
With mild speculation, it's easy to assume that being an 
American is a right many people take for granted. 

Is being an American a right? Absolutely. Being an 
American is being privileged to have a lot of rights-the 
Bill of Rights. Something the citizens of a considerable 
number of countries aren't allowed to have. 

One right in particular is the right to free speech. 
That's not necessarily the right to shout obscenities at 
pedestrians as you blast by them in your Ford pickup at 
60 mph like many a mischievous high school "rebel." 
And it's not the right to call in bomb threats because you 
don't wanna take your finals. But also, it's not the right 
to take down somebody's bold attempt to boycott your 
goods because you think it's bad for business. 

Freedom of speech is a misunderstood right that 
routinely finds itself the subject of debate in courtrooms. 

According to the First Amendment: "Congress shall 
make no law respecting an establishment or religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances." 

Obviously, this doesn't condone verbal and/or written 
anarchy, but it does condone an Amt.:rican 's right to 
question aspects of his society that seem unfair or in 
some cases are proven to be unfair. 

Correct me if I'm wrong, but I seem to recall this 
being an important aspect of what our country was 
founded on. 

Some students and faculty of College of the Mainland 
may have noticed certain fliers randomly taped and 
stapled to walls along their busy routes between classes 
and elsewhere-fliers indicating a proposed boycott of 
our school's cafeteria. 

Presumably, a considerable number of individuals 
may not have noticed them. This might be for any 
number-of reasons. One likely possibility is that the 
individuals who profit from our cafeteria felt threatened 
by these fliers and decided their income was more 
important than another individual's right to free speech. 

This editorial isn't about boycotts, however. It's about 
Americans misunderstanding their own rights. When I 
noticed that a student decided to stand up and take 
responsibility for something he felt so strongly about 
that he voiced his opinion, I admired him. 

Any time an American tests our rights for the good of 
society, I find it commendable. We wouldn't be the 
United States of America if someone hadn't put his neck 
on the chopping block to make a change for the better. 

So why is it that these individuals involved with the 
COM cafeteria tore down the boycott fliers upon seeing 
them? Because they misunderstood our rights? Or didn't 
respect our rights? Maybe they only appreciate their 
rights as Jong as those rights work to their advantage. 

I won't make assumptions. Whatever the case may be, 
our country has a serious problem when its people 
neglect the rights of others or even their own. 

We are Americans. We are nothing, however, if we fail 
to acknowledge the rights of others. 

-

...: 



Poetry 'is a way of 
life' for Dr. Sanders 
By JON NELSON 
Staff Reporter 

In recognition of April as National Poetry Month, 
Dr. Mark Sanders presided over College of the 
Mainland's second annual Poetry Fest April 26. The 
informal event, held outside during College Hour 
inside the Learning Resources Center breezeway, 
was attended by an audience of about 30 people. 

Sanders, an English professor, stood in front of 
the r-0ws of gray chairs filled by students as the 
wind riffled through pages of stapled poems he held 
in his hand. He greeted the audience and com
mented on the shade given by the Leaming Cen
ter, noting that last year's event, which was attended 
by about 20 people, had taken place in the sun. 

fylost of the poems he selected were humorous, 
-as if to signal that poetry is something to be lived 
with and enjoyed. Some were by famous Ameri
can poets such as William Carlos Williams and e e 
cummings. Others were by lesser known ones such 
as poet laureate of Nebraska William Kloefkorn, 
who had taken an interest in Sanders and encour
aged his work when Sanders was in college. 

Sanders, a published poet, then spoke briefly 
about the importance of poetry, and said, "Poetry 
to me is a way of life." He then began reading the 
selected poe~s, which everyone seemed to enjoy. 

One memorable piece was Williams' "Dance · 
Russe," which takes place while the poet's wife 
and baby sleep. In the north room of his house he 
has a strange, private moment that involves danc
ing in front of a mirror. The poem concludes with 
the famous lines, "Who shall say I am not/the happy 
genius of my household?" 

Sanders also read two of his own poems, 
"Liberace in Heaven" and "Self-Portrait," and in
vited students to read poetry they had written or 
poems they just liked. The students who read were 
Tiffany Gillotti, Shannon Samuelson, Catt 
Delanoix, Jen Gregory and Heath Harper. 

Sanders said, _"It wouldn't be a poetry reading 
without some cummings" and launched into what 
he called an obscure poem, "[the way to hump a 
cow is not]." 

As the hour ended attendees wrote their names 
on slips of paper for a drawing of books donated 
by faculty members of the, Humanities Team. Al
though names were drawn, there were enough 
books for everyone in the audience to receive one. 

Dr. Mark Sanders reads to the cr.owd outside 
the Learning Resource Center for the Poetry 
Fest April 26. (Photo by Myra Rucker) 
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COM PTK members attended an international conference in Denver where they placed 19th out of 1,200 chap
ters, Shown with Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes (center) they are (from left) Aaron Kruckenburg; Gina Butler, histo
rian; Fabian Sifuentes, president; Lauren Hansmire; Carol Voight, treasurer; and Johnny Morris, president-elect. 

PTK Sigma Delta chapte~ 'does it again' 
By DAVID WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Sigma Delta chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa has done it again. For the fourth straight 
year members have won in competition at the regional 
level and for two years at the international level. The 
Sigma Delta chapter, which was chartered at COM in 
1968, continues to dazzle more than 1,200 competitors 
by placing high in the scholastic competition. 

To participate in the events members must write four 
separate essays on scholarship, leadership, fellowship and 
service, and the team also must submit a yearbook cover
ing that year's events. The assignments are turned in at 
the regional level competition, held in El Paso this year, 
and are judged for quality and returned to the students 
for improvements. Students do not have to place at the 
regional level to compete at the international level com
petition, which was held in Denver in April. 

At the regional competition the Sigma Delta chapter 

entered essays which received honorable mention. Fabian 
Sifuentes, Sigma Delta chapter president, was inducted 
into the Hall of Honor, and for the fourth straight year the 
COM PTK chapter has received the Five Star award which 
is based on criteria set by the PTK boa;d. 

At the international level Sigma DeltI placed 19th out 
of 1,200 chapters and received a cerlrificate for a Top 100 
Chapter. Two of the group's essays placed in the Top 25. 
Sifuentes accepted .a Distinguished Chapter President 
award for his many accomplishments as president. 

In addition, COM PTK member Lauren Hansmire was 
awarded a two-year PTK scholarship to_the University o~ 
Texas_ at Dallas at the conference in Denver. 

Sigma Delta also won the Journey Challenge· award, 
which is a goal set by the head committee to raise mem
bership for that year, said Cindy Lucas, PTK adviser. 

Aaron Kruckenburg; Gina Butler, historian; Sifuentes, 
president; Hansmire; Carol Voight, treasurer; and Johnny 
Morris, president-elect attended the Denver conference . . 
PTK advisers are Lucas and Leslie Richardson. 

Student Government participates in conference 
By ROBIN LARSON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland Student Government partici
pated in the annual Texas Junior College Student Gov
ernment A~ociation Convention in Austin April 6-8. Six 
delegates and three advisers represented COM. 

Fifty junior colleges participated in the convention and 
approximately 1,000 students and advisers were present. 

The purpose of the convention was to give members of 
individual student governments a chance to know one an
other and learn how groups handle problems, and elect 
state officers. Delegates also had the chance to network 
region meetings and elect region officers. 

Every college had the opportunity to submit either a 
scrapbook, a video or an essay for competition. Each en
try had to follow this year's theme, "Priceless." 

The COM Student Government submitted a scrapbook 
representing campus life. Unfortunately, it did not place. 
However, the group ·did win an award for the school with 

the most spirit, for designing the region T-shirt. No one 
else in the region of the Galveston, Brazoria or Harris 
County district submitted a T-shirt idea. 

Not only was this convention rewarding, but it also was 
a learning experience. It gave students from all over Texas 
an opportunity to meet new people and to learn how to 
delegate a meeting and also gave students a chance to 
receive and give out awards for outstanding organizations. 

Students attending were Dana Sparling, president; 
Robin Larson, vice president; Michelle Nguyen, treasurer; 
Anthony Castelline, Senate representative and COM 
Amigos Student Government representative; Kenritk 
Chung, Senate representative; and Gus Stoot~ former Stu
dent Activities Board Student Government representative. 

James Shippy, adviser, associate dean for Student Ser
vices; Beverly Mitchell, co-adviser, Student Center coor
dinator; and Olda Perez, alternate adviser, attended. 

"COM had the most dynamic group and participated in 
• every function," Shippy stated. "I am very proud of you 
guys. You represented the college well." .. 

'First lady of CdM' recognizes guests from Mexico 
Continued from Page 2 
in Taxco, Guerrero. The mines originally belonged to the 
Aztecs, who mined the silver for their king, Montezuma. 
When the Spaniards took the mines, they made the first 
silver coins in the Western Hemisphere in 1536. 

After the technical difficulties were resolved, the dances 

resumed. A slide show of past and present scenes of 
Mexico as well as important personages, such as several 
U.S. presidents who have visited Mexico, played on three 
screens during the dances. 

Dona Hayes, "first lady of COM," recognized Profes
sor Garcia ·and the dancers from Mexico with plaques. 
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Yoga instructor Williams Senior Olympist 
By DAVID WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

"Relaxation is the key," stated Dolores Williams, 
yoga instructor at College of the Mainland. Williams, 
who is in her inaugural semester at COM, also has 
taught yoga at University of Texas MedLcal Branch 
in Galveston Field House. "Yoga is mind and body 
relaxation," Willia!lls said, "a toning technique that 
would benefit any age group." 

Williams uses yoga in all aspects of her life, from 
controlling her anxiet;- to helping her compete in the 
Senior Olyrupics. She took up yoga six years ago as 
a means of st~tching before and after workouts. Be
cause of the happiness Williams has gained from 
yoga, she decided to teach and share it with others. 

Williams started to take exercising seriously right 
before she reached age 40. She is a firm believer of 
the saying: "If you don't use it, you lose it." She also 
believes that after 40, things such as toning up, los
ing weight and fighting arthritis begin to get harder. 

Williams, who has participated in the Senio( Olym
pics for five years, had her interest sparketl by a friend 
who noticed how active she was and prompted her 
to sign up. After she met the only qualification, which 
is to be 50 years old, she signed up. 

· She is constantly inspired by the older Olympi-

ans, some in their late 90s, who are still running and 
swimming and as a result are much more healthy than 
their counterparts who don't exercise. 

Williams, who competes in many different events 
such as.cycling, swimming, shot put, discus and long
distance running, medaled in all events except cycling 
in the regional competition which was held in Hous
ton this March. Every event has its own designated 
location, she said. She hopes to be able to compete in 
the state level trials in Lubbock later this year. The 
national competition takes place-every two years. The 
next scheduled competition is in 2003. 

Williams said that yoga is about 85 percent of her 
training. "It helps me with my mental strength and 
with my breathing in all my events, from swimming 
to shot put." She lives by the saying, "A mind is a 
terrible thing to waste," and believes a person is in 
control of his or her own life. "God gave-you a brain; 
you just have to use it." 

Williams will teach a yoga class during the Sum
mer I session. Yoga can be a family affair, somet_hing 
for all ages not just young adults and up, Williams 
said. "It is a great way to build bonds with loved ones." 

The class is open to the community and will be held 
Mondays through Fridays from 7:30-9 a.m. 

For more information contact Williams at ( 409) 938-
1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 214. 

Professor Sewell's lifelong goal, teaching 
By JON NELSON 
Staff Reporter 

Dr. Steve Sewell, who has been teaching history and 
geography classes at College of the Mainland a year now, 
explains that the two subjects he teaches are interrelated 
disciplines, and that a large component of geography, 
which he calls his avocation, is historical geography. 
. Sewell is mainly an American historian whose focus is 

on labor history. History has always fascinated him. As a 
child he was "mesmerized by the magnitude of the Ro
man Empire, by names like Julius Caesar and Cleopatra;" 
and he doesn't remember a time when he wasn't inter
ested in it. He said he loves land and people and that he 
has always wanted to do one thing-teach. 

And the pleasure he takes in teaching is evident in the 
work he puts into his classes and how much he enjoys 
learning about the subjects he teaches. Always wanting 
to know more, his lecture notes are always under revi-

Dr. Steve Sewell, Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Team member, has been teaching history and geog
raphy at COM for one year.(Photo by April Brandon) 

sion, something Sewell said is very important. During his 
lunch he often goes to his office and brings up CNN on 
his computer to see what is new in the world, and his va
cations often spring out of his lecture notes and books. 

Since 1990 he has taught at several institutions, such as 
Texas Tech University in Lubbock and Medgar Evers, a 
primarily African-American school and one of the 13 in
stitutions that comprise the City University of New York 
system. He tells the story of how when hired to teach a 
class on the Caribbean, most of his students ended up be
ing of Caribbean extraction, which sent him to his books 
and a self-administered crash course on the subject. 

Sewell met his wife, whose specialty is Caribbean his
tory, while in graduate school at Oklahoma State Univer
sity in Stillwater. He went through the entire program there, 
receiving his bachelor's, master's and doctorate degrees. 
It was while working on his master's thesis on cotton and 
wheat markets during World War I that he found the sub
ject he would eventually do his doctoral work on. 

The doctoral dissertation ended up being a 350 page 
book on the labor history of coal mining in Oklahoma 
1870-1930. Before the formation of unions, those who 
worked in the mines were practically slaves. They worked 
in a company town, were paid in script instead of money 
and only could spend their wages at the company store. 

When asked if tfiere were any historians he admired; 
Sewell said that at different times different historians have 
attracted him. He said that he had once been interesteq in 
pursuing a career in Near East history but realized that if 
he did, he would have to learn Aramaic and Hebrew. He 
mentioned Thomas Bailey, the author of The Art of Di
plomacy: the American Experjence, saying he once w'as 
very interested in diplomatic history, although his views 
diverged from those of Bailey who is a conservative. 

. Sewell then mentioned a group of historians associated 
with the journal founded by Lucien Febvre and Marc Bloch 

· •in 1929 and now known as Annales: economies, societ
ies, civilizations. "The Annales School looked at history 
from the common man up, and most history is of the elite 
... not what the ordinary person was doing," Sewell said. 
Although I'm not a Europeanist, I was deeply influenced 
by them," which isn't surprisjng. Dr. Sewell is someone. 
who cares about people. 

Obesity 2nd highest 
in preventable deaths 
By MATTHEW JOST 
Copy Editor 

People in the United States are obsessed with their 
weight. 

According to the American Heart Association Scien
tific/Medical Position on Obesity, more than 50 percent 
of the people in the United States are overweight. In fact, 
former U.S. Surgeon General C. Everett Koop indicates 
that obesity is the second leading cause of preventable 
death and affects approximately 34 million Americans. 

No wonder Americans have invested more than $10 bil
lion on diet and exercise programs. • 

Before investigating the problem further, however, obe-
. sity should be defined. According to the Random House 

Webster's College Dictionary, obesity is a noun meaning 
"very fat or overweight; corpulent." But obesity is more 
complicated than that. 

A person is considered obese when his or her body 
weight is 20 percent over the ideal. There is, however, a 
more dangerous form of obesity-morbid obesity-which 
is actually a medical condition and affects an estimated 4 
million Americans who are 100 or more pounds over
weight, Koop pointed out. 

Contrary to the'popular belief that morbid obesity stems 
from unhealthy eating habits, the origin is in an 
individual's genes, and quite often dieting and exercising 
do little to cure the disease. However, both provide a help: 
ful role in reversing the effects. 

The reason many fad diets are ineffective may be be
cause some authors are taking advantage of an overweight 
nation and are publishing diets that don't work. 

Popular diet books misleading 
The Food and Nutrition Science Alliance has found that 

quite often diet books actually provide bad or unhealthy 
nutritional advice. Some authors of these books don't even 
have any credentials in health science-no background, 
no experience. 

The American Institute for Cancer Research recently 
analyzed four popular diet books: Dr. Atkins' New Diet 
Revolution by Dr. Robert C. Atkins, The New Beverly Hills 
Diet by Judy Maze! and Michael Wyatt, Protein Power 
by Michael and Mary Anne Eades, MDs, and Suzanne 
Somers' Get Skinny on Fabulous Eood by Suzanne 
Somers. 

The Al CR ~valuated each book for accurate ~ontent and 
even looked into the authors' backgrounds for professional 
knowledge and experience with nutrition and health. What 
they found was disconcerting. 

Each of the aforementioned books contained informa
tion which was either ineffective, inaccurate, or incor
rect. Some of the authors !~eked any professional back
ground -in health science. Not all the information in all 
the books was entirely- incorrect, but each contained dis
tinct inadequicies. 

Of the numerous fad diets available in the United States, 
the AICR recommends the "eyeball method" as being the 
r"n.ost effective way for an individual to manage daily food 
consumption. 

Using the eyeball method means taking a day to deter- · 
mine the amount of food in a given serving by consulting 
the nutrition facts label for the item and then setting aside 
the measured amount. Although time consuming, the eye
ball method is immensely helpful in determining the 
healthiest portion of food to serve . 

Also, using smaller dishes at meals and dividing left
overs into separate portion-controlled amounts can be ben
eficial. Furthermore, the AICR advises that when at res
taurants people should "eyeball" their appropriate por
tions and set the rest aside . 

Koop points out that good exercise programs play an 
important role in weight loss as well. Those interested in 

See Obesity Page 5 
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The Student Art Exhibit featuring paintings, charcoals, photographs, 3D artwork and ceramics, was on display 
Aprn 26-May 3 in the COM Art Gallery. The exhibit was on view at the annual Art Festival held inside and outside 
the Fine Arts Complex April 26. (Photo by Myra Rucker) 

Art exhibit, music, art sale part of f es ti val 
By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland held its annual Art Festival in 
the Fine Arts Complex April 26 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
The festival was free and open to the public. 

The agreeable weather allowed the art sale to be held 
outside. Among the events were static displays by graphic 
art and visual art students, and live choral and instrumen
tal performances by music students. The day concluded 
with the COM Arena Theatre's scheduled performance 
of Sylvia. 

The festival was coor~~nated ~y Art Association adviser 
and faculty member, Professor Marc Greenwalt, and COM 
Art Gallery Curator Janet Hassinger. Professor Hassinger 
was so busy setting up the festival, her interview had to 
be done while she was running between. buildings. 

The gallery sponsored an art competition in which the 
students' best work of the entire year was judged. A jury 
decided which pieces would be shown in the gallery. 
Hassinger said the purpose of the selection process is to 
get students used to the competitive nature of the art shows 

. in which they will participate upon graduation. The jury 
was made up of COM's art professors. 

Students also competed for scholarships by combining 
contest entries with the rest of their art portfolios. The 
competing artwork included examples of ceramic work, 
paintings, drawings and photograp~s . . Some of the con
test artwork also was for sale. However, Hassinger said 
students get so attached to their pieces that many don't . 
want to sell them. 

The main art sale, which took place in front of the Fine 
Arts Complex at the theater entrance, was taken care of 

by the ClayBodies.Com ceramics club., headed by fac
ulty adviser, Professor Betty Polifka. A wide variety of 
pottery was for sale.Polifka said that the Art Festival 
shows students how to set up craft fairs. Potters and ce
ramicists make their money at such fairs. For more infor
mation about ClayBodies, you can visit their website at 
<Clay Bodies.com>. 

Ten to 15 percent of the money from this year's art sale 
went to the Art Association for scholarships, and the rest 
went to the students whose artwork was sold. 

The graphic arts department generated scholarship 
money from a snack stand they had set up. 

During the afternoon the music department put on sev-
eral shows. ~ 

Steve Termini, an accomplished pianist, performed 
pieces by composers such as Bach and Beethoven, and 
also played some improvisational music of his own, The 
COM Jazz Combo played for'45 minutes, beginning at 
3:15 p.m. The combo is directed by music Professor 
Sparky Koerner. At 4:30 p.m. music Professor James 
Heffel's Vocal/Choir group sang. They were followed by 
the COM Singers and Studio Singers, whose numbers 
were more pop/jazz oriented . 

The festival was topped off by one of the final perfor
mances of A.R. Gurney's Sylvia, a comedy about a man's 
attempt to balance his affection between his wife and a 
stray dog. 

The Art Festival has been a tradition at COM for many 
years. It started out with just the ceramics art sale, but 
about 10 years ago the rest of the COM art departments 
became involved. Now every year the COM Art Asso
ciation throws a diversified and "colorful" festival 'that 
has something ~veryone can enjoy. 

Obesity serious health problem in America 
Continued from Page 4 ----------
purchasing a book to aid them in finding a healthier diet 
are strongly advised to check into the author first. 

Most importantly, a person who suffers from obesity 
should avoid feeling guilty due to the fact that genetics 
play such a critical role in the illness. If diets and exer
cise continue to fail, consulting a doctor would be a good 
idea. 

Bariatric surgery, a procedure in which doctors dra
matically reduce the amount of content a stomach can 
hold using staples, is being used more frequently as a last 
resort for people who swffer from morbid obesity. 

Bariatric surgeon Dr. Elliot Goodman explained in a 
Jan. 2 CBS HealthWatch segment that "a candidate for 
this operation has to be at least 100 pounds over their 

"ideal body weight." Goodman added, "They have had to 
try every other less radical therapy to lose weight." 

With obesity being one of our nation's most serious 
health issues, plenty of people are interested in paying 
the approximate $20,000 it costs to have the surgery per
formed. In fact, the number of people ".\'ho have under
gone the surgery has increased 100 percent over the past 
five years. 

People often compare themselves to models, which can 
be disconcerting to those who really aren't overweight 
and discouraging to those who are overweight. Ideal body 
weight is not found in fashion magazines. 

If you feel you are overweight, use a diet established 
by a reliable p~rson with a background in nutrition and 
get into a good exercise routine. If diets and exercise aren't 
helping your condition, try consulting a doctor who spe
cializes in nutrition. There are many sources on the sub
ject which can provide both useful information and ef
fective health tips. 
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Vehicle maintenance 
decreases pollution 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

With more than 16 million vehicles on Texas roads, Tex
ans who keep up with their vehicles' maintenance do their 
share in improving air qu~lity while saving money. 

Half the air pollution in Texas is created by the harmful 
air emissions of vehicles. An average vehicle contributes 
more than 600 pounds of pollution to the atmosphere. 

When a vehicle is not properly maintained, such as tires 
being under inflated, the vehicle will get poor gas mile
age and tires will deteriorate more rapidly. · 

Properly maintaining vehicles not only fights air pollu
tion, but also extends a vehicle's life and performance. 

The Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission 
offers tips for saving money and improving air quality. 

• Change oil and oil filter regularly-every 3,000 
miles 
Inflate tires properly and keep vehicle 
in alignment 
Change fuel filter and air filter-as recommended 
by vehicle's manufacturer 
Monitor hoses, wiring and belts 
Have vehicle tuned up regularly 
If a warning light comes on, find out the 
problem and get it repaired. 

The owner's manual provides proper service intervals. 
If light-duty gasoline or diesel-powered vehicles emit 

smoke from the tail pipe for more than 10 seconds, the 
vehicles are in violation of Texas regulations. Citizens can 
report vehicles emitting smoke by calling 1 (800) 453-
SMOG or report online at <www.smokingvehicle.org>. 

ESL aide volunteer of.year 

Nell Phy 

ByDANA 
SPARLING 
Assistant Editor 

The Retired Senior 
Volunteer Program of 
Galveston County has 
one exceptional volun
teer. Nell Phy has been 
a College of the Main
land volunteer since 
1986. She works as a 
teacher's aide with the 

English as a Second Language beginners class alongside 
Charlotte Opfermann, teacher of the ESL classes. 

Phy is the oldest volunteer on the COM campus (85), 
thanks to the help of the RSVP program. But she did not 
need help from anyone but herself in receiving a well
deserved award this past March. Phy was crowned the 
Texas Teacher Volunteer of the Year at a Texas Associa
tion for Literacy and Adult Education conference in Aus
tin. The award is presented to assistant teachers who gra
ciously volunteer their service for 15-20 years. 

When Phy was presented the award "she reacted very 
typically, 'What, me?'" Opfermann said. "She is a very 
fun and modest person." Phy has been helping her for three 
or four years now. 

Phy has given so much to her community, it is pleasing 
to see something given back. 

Summer I classes begin May 29 and end July 6. 
Summer II starts July 9 and ends Aug. 17. 

On-campus registration is set for both sessions 
on May 21 from 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. in the Gym. 

Students also may register now through May 
25 in the Admissions Office located in the Ad
ministration Building, Mondays and Tuesdays, 8 
a.m. to 7 p.'m., and Wednesdays through Fridays, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. The last day to register is May 29. 
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Campus Life 

SAB hosts biannual 
multicultural feast 
By DANA S~ARLING 
Assistant Editor 

Once again the College of the Mainland Student Ac- · 
tivities Board hosted the biannual Multicult11ral Luncheon. 
Students gathered to share their culture and food in the 
Student Center Sunroom during College Hour April 10. 

In order to participate iu the event, students were re
quired to bring a dish that represented their heritage; in
ternational students were admitted regardless. The dishes 
included sweet potato pie, dirty rice, sweet and sour 
chicken, spaghetti, macaroni and cheese with broccoli, 
pita bread, Spanish rice, guacamole, cookies, sopapillas 
and cheese cake. 

While the students, faculty and staff enjoyed the feast, 
a microphone was passed around. Everyone shared a little 
piece of his or her heritage with all who were gathered 
around the tables. 

Twenty-eight students, faculty and staff participated. 
Many cultures were represented such as African Ameri
can, Czechoslovakian, French, Venezuelan, Mexican, Ira
nian and Belizean. 

During the luncheon, the COM Student Government 
handed out raffle tickets to the participants. When the 
event was coming to a close, Student Government Presi
dent Dana Sparling and Vice President Robin Larson ran
domly picked raffle tickets and announced the winning 
numbers, handing out eight CD's to the winners. Some of 
the winners included Elias de la Cerda Jr., Mike Selindis 
and Professor Ali Ravandi. 

Many cultures united and shared their heritage with one 
another. Larson believes, "It was a great opportunity to 
get together and learn of different ethnic backgrounds. 
And the food was really good, too." 

The luncheon will be held again in the fall semester, 
but a date has not yet been set. For more information, 
contact SAB adviser MaryAnn Urick at (409) 938-1211 
or 1 (888) 258-8859 Ext. 418. 

Graduating? Have 
questions? _Read this 

Continued from Page 1 
also be pre-purchased ·at 
graduation. The cost is $10, 
which includes shipping. 

Announcements also will 
be on sale in the bookstore 

· through May 11. The cost 
per announcement is 25 
cents, which includes a 
card, an invitation and an 
envelope. 

. Dr. George R. Boggs Dr. Boggs received his 
bachelor's degree in chem

istry ·from Ohio State University, a master's degree in 
chemistry from University of California at Santa Barbara, 
and a doctorate in educational administration from the 
University of Texas at Austin, where he has been honored 
as a Distinguished Graduate. 

The speaker has served as a faculty member, division 
chairman and associate dean of instruction at Butte Col
lege in California and was superintendent/president of 
Palomar College in California for 15 years. He has writ
ten more than 50 articles and chapters in professional jour
nals and books. On Jan. 15, 1994, the city of Vista pro
claimed that day as Dr. George_ Boggs Day in honor of his 
community service. 

For questions or information about announcements, 
graduation gowns or videotapes, contact Jackie Andres 
in the bookstore at ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 (8_88) 258-8859, 
·Ext. 312. For information about the commencement cer
emony, contact the Advisement Office at Ext. 470. 

... 

5 outstanding musicians receive awards 
By MATTHEW JOST 
Copy Editor 

A large audience filled the College of the Main
land Fine Arts Recital Hall May 1 to enjoy the free 
performance by the COM Jazz Combo and Jazz En
semble directed by COM professor and recipient of 
the Outstanding Teacher of the Year 2001 award, 
Sparky Koerner. 

The audience, which included COM President Dr. 
Homer "Butch" Hayes and Vice President/Dean of 
Instruction James Templer and their wives, was not 
disappointed when the cqmbo opened up with a skill
ful rendition of"Summertime" by George Gershwin. 

The combo consisted of COM students Philip 
Bocco on the piano, drummer Justin Brouillard, per
cussionist Shawn Clarke, Aaron Koerner on trumpet 
and flugelhorn, Allen Oliver on bass and Amber 
Turner on tenor saxophone. All, with the exception 
of Turner, received O~tstanding Performance awards. 

After presenting the awards, which the musicians 
had already received at the Lamar University Jazz 
Festival on April 30, Sparky Koerner surprised Turner 
with a Most Improved Musician award. Turner, who 
originally played the clarinet, began playing tenor 
saxophone only in January. · 

In addition to his other award, Aaron Koerner was 
awarded the Darrell Holt Outstanding Musician award 
by his visibly proud father, Sparky Koerner. 

Sparky Koerner did not complete the evening 
unrewarded either. Templer approached the stage to 
acknowledge the director for his well-deserved Out
standing Teacher award and presented him with a 
check for $1,500, which is a part of the award. 

The Jazz Combo's performance ended with a brief 
intermission which allowed for more chairs to be set 
up for the Jazz Ensemble. The group opened with a 
spirited rendition of Fred Sturm's "Linebacker." 

Aaron Koerner receives the trophy for the Darrell 
Holt Outstanding Musician Award from his father 
Sparky Koerner. (Photo by April e·randon) 

Ensemble saxophonists included Ed Copeland, 
Beverly Johnston, Charles Delgado, Oscar Pefia arid 
COM music instructor John Wolfskill. Trumpeters 
included Ken Kirk, Ted Williams, Ted Dinkledge, 
Duane Ullman, Aaron Koerner and Kim Chavez. 
Trombonists were George Warren, Mike Charlston, 
Mary Knight and John Gerami. In the rhythm section 
were pianist Gary Graham, bass player Brian Berlin 
and drummers Robbie Parker and Bobby Adams. 

Another song performed by the ensemble was Gor
don Brisker's "One For The Duke," which featured a 
solo by Copeland on the saxophone. Sparky Koerner 
also played two solos to the delight of the audience. 

Members of both the combo_ and ensemble put great 
effort into their performances which did not go unno
ticed by the audience. Each song was warmly ap
plauded in appreciation of the musicians' talents. 

Mock trial genuine experience for students 
By JILL R. DANNER 
Staff Reporter 

Hands down, students learn best by what they see and 
participate in rather than what they hear from a lecture. 

If you had walked into the Learning Resources Center 
Auditorium on April 18 at 6 p.m. you would have seen a 
mock trial organized by Latonia Wilson. She is a College 
of the Mainland student in Carol Bailey's Government 
1302 class and also is an assistant' in the District Clerk's 
Office in Galveston. 

The mock case involved a D~I charge. Student Saun 
Garibaldi as the defendant, listened intently while the de
fense attorney gave his closing argument. Although the 
skit used a fake defendant, the defense attorney Joe Maida 
IV, prosecuting attorney Mohamed Ibrahim and the judge 
Susan Criss, all from the Galveston County Court House, 
were authentic. Their participation made the mock case 
genuine. ,The students viewed the case as jurors would. 

One of the students, Rodrigo Salinas, commented that 
he learned that "no matter how much e"'.idence you bring 
agajnst a person, it can be controverted." Wilson hoped 
to show the other students that "we have the best judicial 
process in the world." She continued, "Our forefathers 
did an excellent job putting safeguards"to protect justice." 

Bailey, an attorney in Houston, teaches government in 
the evenings on Mondays and Wednesdays. She likes an 
interactive forum in class and encourages curiosity in the 
governmental processes outside of class. "I want my stu
dents to observe how the administration of justice and the 
role of government actually work," Bailey said. 

Student Becky Knapp stated, "I thought it was impor
tant that the mock trial stressed that it is not the defendant's 
job to provide proof of his innocence, but the prosecutor's 
job to prove his guilt." . 

For most of the students it was the first time they had 
ever viewed and experienced a trial. All of the students 
seemed to enjoy being involved in the.process. 

Audienc~ enjoys 'pleasant yet brief' choir concert 
ByJILL R. DANNER 
Staff Reporter 

A pleasant yet brief choir concert was h'eld in the Col
lege of the Mainland Fine Arts Recital Hall, F-117, April 
18 at 7:30 p.m. The professor and director of the COM 
choral pr<'>gram, James Heffel, beamed with pride as the 
audience cheered for the COM Singers and Studio sing
ers' performances. 

The COM Singers sang more tradional songs such as 

"Heartland," while the Studio Group, in a jazzy~road
way style, sang songs, such as "Tb.e Days of Wine and 
Roses" and '"Fiddler on the Roof." Both groups are at the 
same level of training but have different class periods, 
Heffel said. 

Former student, Shawn Johnson, sang a few country/ 
western songs. As Heffel introduced Johnson he said, "I 
think this young man is better than any other country and 
western singer I've heard." Johnson sang at the Alvin Opry 
on May 4 at 7:30 p.m. 
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Anima_l vivisection cruel, unncessary procedure 
By ROBIN I.ARSON 
Photography. Editor 

You are extremely tired, your body hurts, and all you 
want to do is lie down on a soft bed and_ dream of feeling 
the sun on your back. All you hear though are cries and 
screams from your friends next door and you smell noth
ing but the fumes of ammonia from the excrement accu
mulating in the pits beneath the floor. You are extremely 
bored with nothing to see or do. The only time you leave 
your cramped cage is to have more painful experiments 
performed on you. Words cannot describe the pain of the 
experiments. 

This is the life animals live who are trapped in labora
tories. The animals never see the light of day and when 
an experiment is finished and the animal is still alive, it is 
either beaten to death or starved to death. 

"The animal research industry commits violence against 
millions of laboratory animals every year," according to 
the Web site Vivisection. "About 750 dogs and 190 pri~ 
mates are tested and killed yearly in the United States 
alone. The animals are used in tests conducted on medi
cines, chemicals, food products ... and pesticides. 

"About 600 companies currently test their products on 
animals," Vivisection states. This means that every time 
someone purchases a product manufactured by a com
pany that uses animal tests, he or she is paying that com
pany to test those products on animals. 

"In Europe, Huntington Life Sciences is the largest con
tract testing laboratory," animal activist Sarah Kite stated. 
"It conducts poisoning tests on animals on behalf of the 
pharmaceutical, agrochemical and chemical industries. 
These tests range from chemicals being dripped into the 
animal's eyes, injected into their bodies, forced up their 

Karaoke party says farewell to semester 

SAB hosted a Farewell Karoke party April 24 dur
ing College Hour in the Student Center. Courtney 
Johnson along with Mia McAfee and Amanda Boyd 
tied for second place with Dat Nguyen winning $5 
each. The first place winner was Robin Proctor, who 
won $10. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

By DANA SPARLING 
Assistant Editor 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities 
Board hosted one last karaoke College Hour event on 
April 24. Students gathered in the Student Center to 
share a few last laughs before the semester's end. 

As music played and people sang, the SAB served 
pizza and soft drinks. Raffle tickets were passed out 
and then placed in a wheel. Tickets were drawn as stu
dents ate and prizes, such as picture frames, T-shirts, 
koozies and cups were given away. 

Everyone who participated in the Farewell Karaoke 
Party received a free T-shirt. Three places were avail
able for th·e taking by lbe top singers. Pirsl pla:ce wenr 
to Robin Proctor, a physical education adjunct teacher. 
Dat Nguyen, and the group of Courtney Johnson, Mia 
McAfee and Amanda Boyd tied for second place. Proc
tor was awarded $10 and the rest were awarded $5. 

Several students and staff partook in the event. SAB 
estimated close to 100 participants."Th.e attendance 
was very good for so close to the end of the semester," 
stated SAB adviser Maryann Urick. "It's important for 
people to have fun together between studies." 

The luncheon gave everyone an opportunity to come 
together one last time and say farewell to another great 
semester. 

For more information on future events, contact Urick 
at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

nostrils or forced down their throats. Anesthetics are not 
normally given." 

In each case HLS is looking for signs of poisoning. If 
the animal does not suffer from vomiting, diarrhea, bleed
ing or fits, then the animal will be killed at the end of the 
experiment. 

Not only is it unacceptable to deliberately inflict such 
pain and suffering on one species in the hope of trying to 
help another, but the laboratory animals are not cared for 
by the experimenters. 

Kite said in 1997 an undercover investigation at HLS 
exposed evidence of extreme animal abuse as well as se
rious brell.ches of the law. The activists' investigations done 
exposed beagle puppies being hit and shaken, staff re
peatedly stabbing dogs with needles and the cages in which 
the animals lived being caked with their own feces. ·The 
animals had nothing to play with, not even a rubber ball, 
as requir~d by law to stave off the loneliness of life in a 
cage. 

The widespread use of dogs in testing of chemicals, 
consumer products and food has been going on for less 
than 70 years. Essentially we are a consumer-driven soci
ety. Therefore, animals are made to suffer for our own 
advantage. Testing on animals started after Congress 
passed the Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act of 1938. 

Ani[J?al testing, or vivisection, involves an array of ani
mals, such as, mice, rats, cats, dogs, hamsters, gerbils, 
horses, sheep, guinea pigs, monkeys and rabbits, accord
ing to the.BBC News Web site. 

In 1997 alone, experiments were done on 2,146,448 rats 
and mice. In addition it is estimated that twice that num
ber of animals are gassed or decapitated becam,e of rou
tine overbreeding. 

Animal testing is cruel and unnecessary and more of
ten than not the results are misleading because 95 percent 
of drugs approved through animal testing are "iminedi
ately-di-searded as use1ess -Or dangerous to humans," ac
cording to Vivisection Kills Web site. 

"Less than 2 percent of human illnesses are ever seen 
in animals and over 98 percent never affect animals," Vivi
section states. "When asked if they agreed that animal 
experiments can be misleading because of anatomical and 
physiological differences between animals and humans, 
88 percent of doctors agreed." 
· These· animals are living, breathing creatures and they 

do feel pain. This country is torturing millions of animals 
a day for our benefit. As long as -people continue to buy 
products made by manufactures who support animal test
ing, experimenters will continue to inflict pain and mis
ery on these defenseless animals. There are alternatives 
to animal testing, but because animal testing is the easiest 
to conduct, alternatives are not much used. 

Finalists handed 'aWard for teaching-excellence' plaques 
Continued from Page 1 
announced that Koerner won the title of the Outstanding 
Teacher of the Year 2001. . 

As the winner, he received a $1,500 stipend for profes
sional development and automatically became the Piper 
Professor nominee for fall 2001. The Piper Professor is 
an award given yearly to 10 teachers from Texas commu
nity colleges or universities; it was established by the 
Minnie Stevens Piper Foundation in 1958. The award, one 
of the most prestigious, is presented to the teacher who 
displays outstanding achievement. 

Before Templer made the announcement, the commit
tee of six students who selected the winner gave a speech 
about each of the nominees and revealed why each was 
chosen as a finalist. The finalists in addition to Koerner 
were Ellen Johnson, cosmetology; Freda O'Connor, 
graphic arts; Renate True, biology; and Alice Watford, 
psychology. They received teaching excellence awards. 

Carla Boone, this year's chairwoman and last year's 
winner, chose Carol Voight, Fabian Sifuentes, Amber 
Turner, Lauren Hansmire, Sandi Yancy and Alice Salzer 
for the committee based on faculty recommendations. 

Boone said the students, whom she thanked for their par
ticipation, "Worked very well together and without their 
time and effort this would not h·ave been successful." 

To pick the winner, the student committee surprised 
the nominees with visits to their classes to evaluate their 
teaching. The committ~e filled out evaluation forms and 
asked the nominees 10 personal questions. 

Johnson has been teaching at COM nine years. Her stu
dents said she is giving, contributes a great, deal of time 
to them, and they feel she is successful as a teacher. She 
was very excited and pleased to be nominated. 

O'Connor has been teaching for 30 years, five of those 
at COM. She did not choose teaching, teaching chose her, 
she said, adding she was very honored to be nominated 
with such an elite group. 

True, an anatomy and physiology professor, has been 
an Outstanding Teacher winner three times. She began at 
(;OM as a guest lecturer, loves her career and feels she 
contributes a great deal of time and successfully reaches 
out to her students. "I .am nominated with the best teach
ers out there, and I will continue teaching until I keel 
over and die." 

Watford was born and raised in La Marque and has been 
teaching at COM for 11 years. She loves what she teaches 
and feels she has the ability to reach her students. In addi
tion to being a professor, she also is president of. 
COMunity-the COM union. She said she was honored 
to be nominated among these professionals. 

"It feels good to be honored among these finalists," 
Koerner said after learning he had won. Koerner, the di
rector of jazz at COM for 18 years, has been nominated 
14 times, but this is the first time that he was a finalist. It 
also is the first time someone from the fine arts depart
ment has been chosen. 

In congratulating Koerner, Boone said, "Everyone was 
very worthy of being teacher of thl.! year. However, I'm 
glad someone from fine arts was finally recognized." 
Koerner also was recently elected president of the Inter
national Association of Jazz Educators, is chairman of 
the COM Senate and the team leader for the Performing 
and Visual Arts Team. 

"I love what I do," Koerner said. "I think it is a won
derful honor to be recognized among my students and 
peers as the Outstanding Teacher of the Year." 
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What's Happening 

lnterCOM staff both past and present gather for recognition of the Texas Intercollegiate Press Association 
Awards. From left Michael Navarro, Elias de la Cerda Jr., Michelle Fichera, Matthew Jost and Jennifer West. The 
journalists proudly display their winning articles. (Photo by April Brandon) 

InterCOM receives five TIPA awards 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Ecjitor 

The College of the Mainland student publication, 
lnterCOM, competed and won five awards in the Texas 
Intercollegiate Press Association contest for 2000. The 
contest covered publications between Jan. 1 and Dec. 18. 

The lnterCOM was in Division 3, which is for colleges 
and universities with an enrollment of 3,000 to 7,499. 

For written work, former Co-Managing Editor Jennifer 
West's general column editorials won first place. "Why 
ban books when they are made into movies" and "Presi
dential candidates lack basic intelligence" were published 
in the May and July issues. Copy Editor Matthew Josi's 
critical review of Other's Peoples Money, "Captivating 
comedy charms COM critic," placed third. It was pub
lished in the November issue. 

For page design, former Co-Managing Editor Michelle 
Fichera 's Tabloid News Page Design placed second. It 
was the front page of the October issue. Former Manag
ing Editor Michael Navarro's Tabloid Sports Page De
sign, in the May issue, also placed second. Former Online 
Editor Elias de la Cerda Jr. 's Tabloid Picture Page De
sign, "COM students DART to the STARZ," for the May 
issue won honorable mention. 

Of her award West said, "I enjoyed writing editorials 
the most, and it was exciting to find out that they were 
award-winning material." When Jost was contacted he 
said, "My first thought upon hearing I won an award was 
'there must not have been many entries ' because I pulled 
mine out of the air. I'm honored to know that my story 
was appreciated; it's reassuring. I hope to write more." In 

addition to working on staff last fall and this spring, Jost 
plans to work on the July issue of the InterCOM. 

De la Cerda's picture page was of the participation of 
two groups of COM science students headed by profes
sors Marilynn Kish-Molina and Dr. Gregory Johnson in 
the annual partnership between NASA and the Texas com
munity colleges. "It was a memorable experience to work 
as part of the team under the leadership of professors 
Marilynn Kish-Molina and _Dr. Gregory Johnson," de la 
Cerda said. "My greatest challenge was having to select 
from over 300 shots the photos that would best recognize 
the work and dedicatior{ of each team member." 

Navarro and Fichera also were surprised and honored 
to win awards. "I was surprised that I won the award 'cause 
I was never satisfied with my layout. But I'm glad that I 
won because it was my last iime to be entered into the 
contest," Navarro said. Fichera said, "Winning the award 
felt really good, but I have to admit that I dido 't think I 
would win for layout. I attribute my winnings to the en
tire staff, without their help it wouldn't have happened." 

InterCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery, with the help of 
former Managing Editor Patricia 1-!ill (July 1997-July 
1999), chose 30 entries to submit. 

Other Division 3 schools included Tarleton State Uni
versity, Stephenville; Angelo State University, San Angelo; 
Kilgore College; Lee College, Baytown; University of 
Dallas; and University of Houston- Clear Lake. 

These five awards are nothing out of the ordinary for 
the staff of the InterCOM. Last year, the InterCOM re
ceived three awards and in 1998, nine awards. InterCOM 
has now won 39 awards, since Lowery began submitting 
entries into the contest in 1987. 

Journalism offers writing proficie~cies, knowledge 
Do you love to write and wish to expand your 

knowledge? Then taking a journalism course will pro
vide you with the proficiencies necessary to acquire 
a successful position in written media. 

College of the Mainland journalism classes are open 
to all individuals and no experience is necessary. Even 
if you're not a journalism major, but enjoy writing, 
sign up for the beginning class that is offered in the 
Summer I session. News Gathering and Writing I, 

COMM 2311, Index 2230, meets Monday-Thursdays 
1:30-3:30 p.m. in Room L-246 of the Leaming Re
sources Center. 

Also, advanced journalism classes are available for 
students with writing experience. If you have jour
nalism experience, contac·t Profe_ssor Astrid H._ 
Lowery for course and class time information. 

For questions or more information, call ( 409) 986-
9150 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 314. 

_People Speak Out _ 
By lnterCOM Editors 

With the growing populartity of body art such 
as tattoos and piercings, people are frequently seen 
with such. InterCOM asked: Is body art attractive? 
At what point does it become distracting if it does 
at all? 

Jenni Fisher: I think 
body piercing and art is 
very attractive unless, 
there's too much. When 
your whole body is cov
ered, it becomes too 
much. 

Phyllis Sanders: It be
comes unattractive 
when you have them in 
your nose, lips, eye
brows. You're not al
ways 18, one day you'll 
be 60 with wrinkles and 
holes in your face. 

Thelma Slaughter: I 
don't think it's attractive 
for youngsters to have 
tattoos. 

Aaron Fleming: No, 
body piercing is not at
tractive. Tattoos are all 
right to a certain extent. 
I've considered getting 
.one myself. 

Adam Files: I think it 
becomes unattractive 
when there's too much. 
Sometimes a smaller 
one will look more at
tractive. 

Justin Austin: Body art 
is somewhat attractive 
as long as it is kept mini
mal. At work, things are 
more professional, so 
piercings on the face 
could be a problem. 

DeLeon McDonald: 
Yeah, it's attractive. It 
depends on the person. 
If you like it, then you 
cfo; if don't, you don't. 

Steve Sowrey: It de
pends. A minimal 
amount I can deal with. 
Excessive tattoos or 
piercings are unattrac
tive. 



America attacked 
See editorial Page 2 
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A STUDENT PUBLICATION -AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS -_ 

he Hispanic Heritage Month program in the COM Library Sept. 20 C M president Or. Homer "Butch·· Hayes 
(far left), his wife, Mrs. Amparo Ortiz Hayes, COM history professor, Dr. Manuel Urbina II, and Marilu Gonzalez, 
musical director of the Mariachi "Los Gallitos," sing "Viva Mexico-Viva America" to the sounds of the band. 

(Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

COM observes Hispanic Heritage Month 
By KRISTY ROBERT~ 
Staff Reporter 

Hispanic Heritage Month at College of the Mainland 
kicked off Sept. _20 with Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes, presi
dent of COM, asking for a moment of silence for the vic
tims of the World Trade Center and the Pentagon attacks. 

The moment of silence was followed by a celebration 
which included plenty of food and drinks, all to the fes
tive sounds of the Los Gallitos mariachi band. 

The Hispanic Heritage Month celebration continued in 
the COM Library with mariachi music and singing led by 
history professor Dr. Manuel Urbina II and Mrs. Ampie _ 
Hayes, wife of President Hayes. 

Dr. Urbina then gave a brief lecture and explanation of 
artifacts on display in the library and presented plaques 
of Bilingual Dollar prints to Mrs. Hayes and Eustorgio 

"Roy" Davila, a member of the COM Board of Trustees. 
The artifacts in the COM Library, which will be on dis

play through Oct. 15, include a decorative showing of 
many full-sized flags from various Latin American coun
tries and vintage maps which show that New Spain had at 
one time covered all the land on the North American con
tinent from Oregon to Panama. These maps dramatize that 
at one time Texas City and the state of Texas were under 
Hispanic domain, and show a "link between Spain, 
Mexico, Texas and Texas City," Dr. Urbina said. He also 
added that Spain is not just part of Mexico's, Guatemala's 
or Panama's heritage but Texas' heritage as well. 

The presentation also included a unique display from 
Dr. Urbina 's museum, Urbina Museum History of Mexico, · 
of authentic coins and paper money of the Hispanic cul
ture such as "Pieces of 8" which were legal tender not 

See Urbina Page 7 

Enrollment up, contact hours increase 
By MICHAEL K. SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland fall semester enrollment 
has increased significantly from the same time last year. 

Mary Ochoa, director of Strategic EnrolJment Manage
ment, said when compared with fall 2000, the total num
ber of students has increased by 6 percent. On top of that, 
many students are taking bigger loads as contact hours 
(the number of actual hours a student spends in a class) 
are up 7.2 percent this semester. 

Students and faculty alike know that COM is a great 
school, but why the sudden surge in attendance? -

There are tentative theories that this growth in the stu-

dent body may be a temporary result of the nation's tired 
economy. Parent~ and students paying tuition may be es- · 
pecially frugal with their money right now, choosing com
munity colJeges over more expensive schools. 

Accord~ng to various news services, business ~ositions 
requiring college level degrees will become abundant in 
the near future. An associate's degree will soon be man
datory for 20 percent of jobs that previously did not re
quire· a college education. Similarly, 21 percent of jobs 
that could be obtained with an associate's degree will now 
require a bachelor's degree. 

The job market also is moving at such a quick pace that 
it has become necessary for professionals to keep return

See Recruiters Page 7 
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Nursing program 
back to full health 
By OLA KAREEM 
Staff Reporter ~ 

ln,August the Texas Board of Nurse Examin
ers gave the College of the Mainland nursing 
program permission to aga'in admit nursing stu
dents. 

Because of the low passing rate on the Na
tional Council Licensing Exam for registered 
nurses, COM was given a conditional warning 
and could not accept new nursing students this 
past year. The COM nursing program was taken 
off the conditional warning status Aug. 10, said 
Dr. Gay Reeves, interim director of the nursing 
program; the students had a 94.12 passing rate. 

At least 80 percent of first-time exam takers 
are required to pass. If the passing rate in the 
COM nursing program were to fall below 80 per
cent again, the program would again be given a 
conditional warning. This means that 80 percent 
of the students enrolled in the current program 
must pass the licensing exam summer 2003 to 
avoid the program being placed on a warning, 
Dr. Reeves explained. 

•This fall nine nursing students were ·admit
ted. Originally 25 students had registered to be
gin the program but did not enroll because it took 
an extended period of time for the program to 
be taken off the warning status or because they 
were not eligible to be accepted into the pro
gram. Eighty other students are enrolled in -nurs-

See Nursing Page 7 

Dr. Gay Reeves, interim director of the nurs
ing program demonstrates an ambu-bag and 
other life-support ~quipment on a dummy 
patient while standing in front of a defibrilla
tor crash cart. (Photo by Michael K. Smith) 
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Spanish Professor Rafael Naranjo (far right) shakes Felicita Cano's hand after COM Board of Trustees member 
Eustorgio."Roy" Davila (far left) presented her a diploma at the Sept. 26 graduation that took place in the Tech
nical Vocational Building. Instructor Richard Capestani-Knape taught COM's first-ever Computers for Absolute 
Beginners for Spanish Speaking Stu.dents course. (Photo by Michael K. Smith) 

1st Spanish computer class graduates 
By MICHAEL K. SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

A special graduation took place Sept. 26. Seventeen 
students received diplomas for graduating from College 
of the Mainland's first-ever course of Computers for Ab
solute Begi'nners for Spanish Speaking Students. The cer
emony was held in the Technical Vocational Building. 

The class was taught entirely in Spanish by instructor 
Richard Capestani-Knape. Geane Stevenson, associate 
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dean of Business and industry, created and designed the 
class and asked Capestani-Knape to teach the class. 

"lt is a wonderful way to reach out to the Hispanic com
munity," Capestani-Knape said. "This is the first time that 
Spanish-speaking people from our community have had 
the opportunity to take classes in our own language." Span
ish Professor Rafael Naranjo called Capistani-Knape "a 
truly bilingual instructor due to his linguistic and cultural 
competency in both languages." 

Students in the four-week course met twice a week for 
three-hour sessions. Major topics covered included shop
ping for a PC, interacting with Windows, sending and re
ceiving e-mail and Web-surfing. 

The only real problem Capestani-Knape encountered 
was trying to find a textbook. A computer textbook writ
ten in Spanish is easy to find, but finding a Spanish text
book that teaches how to use English computers with En
glish icons is extremely difficult. 

COM Board of Trustees member Eustorgio "Ray" 
Davila was present to hand out the certificates. Professor 
Naranjo inspir~d the graduates with an encouraging 
speech, saying the students were "pioneers in COM's com
mitment to the Hispanic community." Chuck 
Buddenhagen, associate dean of Continuing Education and 
Community Service, also spoke at the ceremony. Refresh
ments were provided by the Texas Mutual Insurance Com
pany. 

Capestani-Knape will begin teaching three three-week 
intermediate courses as well. These courses will cover the 
use of applications, such as Microsoft Word, Microsoft 
Excel and Microsoft Power Point. lt is not necessary to 
have taken the introductory course before registering for 
an intermediate class. But it is necessary to speak Span
ish. Textbooks are available for these classes. 

,The first intermediate class covering the use of Word 
began Oct. 1, but late registration is still possible. 

1 

A waiting list for intermediate classes is in effect until 
all the graduates from the beginner's class who wish to 
sign up for an intermediate class have don~ so. 

Spanish-speaking people should know about this class 
Professor Naranjo said, because COM is using Spanish to 
teach "the technology that will lead us into the future." 

For more information about the classes contact 
Capestani-Knape at ( 409) 938-1211, or toll free 1 (888) 
258-8859 Exts. 427/364/311, or by fax (409) 938-3_184. 

Sept. 11-a day to be 
mourned for years 

April 
Brandon ·· 

Sept. 11, 2001, will be a day remembered by Ameri
cans for years to come as the day U.S. citizens were 
attacked. This day will to be mourned for a long time in 
America and in countries across the world. 

When terrorists hijacked four American commerical 
airplanes, destroyed the Twin Towers of the World Trade 
Center, part of the Pentagon and took the lives of close 
to 6,000 innocent people, cities across America were 
shut down. People spent many hours watching horrify
ing footage of two of the hijacked planes smashing into 
the Twin Towers, the towers' subsequent collapse, and 
smoke and debris filling the streets of lower Manhatten. 
This was the first time U.S. soil was attacked in more 
than 50 years. 

While watching these events unfold on television, I 
could not help but feel as though i too had lost some
thing. My feelings of safety and security were gone. 
Although i cannot begin to fathom what the families of 
the victims must be experiencing, I sympathize with 
their loss of loved ones. 

My question to the world now is "How can we live in 
a world so consumed by hate?" 

In between footage of the attack on the towers and the 
Pentagon, CNN Live showed Palestinians cheering 
America's loss. The small, cheering group included 
children too young to understand hate. 

Retaliation against the terrorists has been -the topic of 
several speeches. But if we were to bomb Afghanistan in 
retaliation, would that eliminate the terrorists? That type 
of action on our part would only stir our enemies to 
more hate and reduce us to their level. 

i realize that the United States. must maintain its stand 
against terrorism, but taking the lives of more innocent 
people accomplishes nothing. Only a few of the people 
responsible for this terrorism woul~ be killed in a 
bombing. if Osama bin Laden and his followers are 
responsible, they and they alone should pay. 

The Gallup Poll, a survey conducted by Princeton 
University, was taken that tragic Tuesday afternoon. The 
results aired on CNN Live showed 71 percent wanted to 
see military action· taken as soon as our government is 
sure who the responsible party is, 21 percent wanted to 
see military action taken with the first evidence found 
against a (>arty, while only 4 percent did not want to see 
any military action. I ask, "What will taking military 
action solve?" 

i am supportive of President George W. Bush's recent 
action of freezing the assets of the terrorists here in 
America. I believe 'that this will prove our point and 
hopefully bring the United States closer to a resolution, 
without the loss of more lives. 

in my short 20 years, I have seen too much hate. I am 
appalled by racial discrimination, the Gulf War, the 
Oklahoma City Bombing, the Columbine High School 
shooting, the attack on the USS Cole and now this. Is 
this the world we want our children to grow up in? 

All scheduled classes will be held Monday, Od. 
8, at College ofJhe Mainland. The c<.>Uege does 
not observe the Columbus Day holiday. 

'fhe actual Columbus Day is Frifi~Y~ Oct.12. The 
federal legal holiday is observed tlie second Mon-
day !n October. .-. 

::::_.·:· 



'Summer of Sequels': 
high-tech props, flops 
By DALE PEPIN 
Staff Reporter 

Another summer has passed and with its departure, so 
too have the blockbuster movies we waited for all year. 

If one could put a slogan to encompass the majority of 
films this summer, it would have to be "The Summer of 
Sequels." 

From the repeated formula of dino-terror in Jurassic 
Park III, to the action/comedy romp Rush Hour 2, his
tory repeats itself. 

Innocence was lost again in American Pie 2, and the 
horror genre was spoofed once more with sexual innuen
does in Scary Movie 2. 

Remakes also fought for dollars in the cineplexes with 
The Mummy Returns, a continuation and a homage to the 
original Mummy with Boris Karloff. Charleton Heston 
was replaced by Mark Walhberg in Planet of the Apes, 
with new direction from Tim Burton. 

Popular video games also graced the silver screen. 
Angelina Jolie swashbuckled her way out of peril in Tomb 
Raider, while computer-generated images saved the uni-
verse in Final Fantasy. . 

Granted, there were· movies that brought a fresher cam
paign, although summer isn't known for many dramas or 
abstract films. 

The Fast and the Furious,A Knight's Tale and A./. each 
had exciting or compelling takes on automobile racing, 
jousting and the future with robots, respectively. Pearl 
Harbor allowed us to revisit World War II, and this year's 
biggest moneymaker, Shrek, captivated audiences with 
its unorthodox, animated humor. 

Every year we anticipate the popcorn flicks that will 
make us laugh, astound our senses with special effects or 
just help us escape for a couple of hours-all for just $7. 

Letter to Editor · 
Dr. Urbina praises InterCOM's 
journalistic professionalism 
Dear Editor: 
· Allow me to express my sincere appreciation for the 

truly outstanding news cpverage that the InterCOM staff 
gave the 28th Annual Cincq de Mayo Festival held on 
the college campus May 23. Your report of this event in 
your March/April and May 2001 issues were reflective 
of the highest attributes of journalistic professionalism. 

As we file these two reports in our Cinco de Mayo ar
chives at COM, we are mindful of the fact that posterity 
will glean from your journalistic coverage a true picture 
of an event that gladdened our hearts and lifted our spir
its in a setting in which students, faculty, staff and com
munity citizens were united in the mystic chords of jubi
lation in a celebration of the human spirit seeking to pre
serve its intrinsic freedom. 
!FELICIDAD ES! 
Dr. Manuel Urbina, chairman COM 5 de Mayo Festival 

Cartoonist plans FBI career 
By MICHAEL K. SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

New InterCOM cartoonist Chris D. Molis is .a criminal 
justice major who graduated from Texas City High School 
in May. In the summer of 2003 Molis plans to transfer to 
Sam Houston State University in Huntsville on his way 
to a career in the FBI. 

Right now Molis is a student assistant for the ½ollege 
of the Mainland Social and Behavioral Sciences Team. 
Artwork has been his hobby since his freshman year in 
high school. 

Molis drew the political cartoon on this page because 
he has not seen many like it, and Osama bin Laden is 
"public enemy No.1" right now. • 

.--. . .. 
... . I< 
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End of summer time brings 'fall back' 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Staff Reporter 

On Sunday, Oct. 28, at 2 a.m. our clocks will again be 
set back one hour. 

Do you ever wonder why we change time forward or· 
backward or even who thought up the idea? 

The following 11.re just a few fact&, about the creation of 
Daylight Saving Time, also known around the world as 
Summer Time. Even though many people say "savings," 
there is no "s" on saving since it is not used in the plural. 

Tho1,1gh a final revision to "The Uniform Time Act" 
happened as recently as 1986, the idea wa~ first thought
of and -.yritten about by Benjamin Franklin. 

The United States has been changing between Standard 
Time and Daylight Saving Time periodically since 1918. 
It was originally enacted during World War I as a way to 
save fuel and energy. The concept was longer days equaled 
less need for electricity. 

The uniformity of the time change came about in 1961, 
- when the Interstate Commerce Commission, also known 

as the nation's timekeepers, did a phone survey across 
the country of telephone operators. 

The commission found that in traveling a 35-mile stretch 
of Route 2, between West Virginia and Ohio, a person 

would have to reset his watch seven times. This led to the 
creation of "The Uniform Time Act of 1966." 

In 1986 President Ronald Reagan amended the Act into 
what we follow today, "spring forward" one hour on the 
first Sunday in April and "fall back" one hour on the last 
Sunday in October (generally known by college students 
as the extra party hour). 

Several American states and territories still do not ad
here to the time changes. They are Hawaii; American Sa
moa; Guam; Puerto Rico; the Virgin Islands; the eastern 
time zone of Indiana; and Arizona, with the exception of 
the Navajo reservations. · 

This is by n~ means the complete history of how the 
time changes came about; there are far too many facts to 
list in a brief article. 

But let me leave you with this question, brought to light 
in the British Parliament by Lord Balfour in 1916, with 
regard to royalty. 

If a woman of royal blood is pregnant and carrying twin 
sons, and the first son is born minutes before the 1 a.m. 
time change (Britain changes at 1 a.m. instead of 2 a.m,), 
and the second son is born 20 minutes later, and it is now 
midnight again, who is older, the first-born who is now 
second, or the second who is now first? 

And most importantly who inherits the family wealth? 

Layering Veils displays unique energy 
By MICHAEL K. SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Art Gallery has the art
work of renowned Houston artist Ibsen Espad.a on dis
play from Sept. 19 through Oct. 24 to coincide with His
panic Heritage Month observed Sept. 15 .through Oct.15. 

The exhibit, Layering Veils, shows Espada's distinctive 
style of abstract expressionism. Using strong colors, flow
ing organic shapes and distinct lines, Espada creates com
plex images with independent levels of action that carry 
their own unique energy. 

At the opening reception, Espada took visitors through 
a slide lecture that demonstrated the changes in his style 
as his career progressed. 

In recent paintings Espada reuses and juxtaposes parts 
from older paintings, enabling him in a single piece to 
define the history of his work. His work is soaked on or 
into specially prepared rice paper, then affixe"d to canvas. 

Espada describes his artwork as festive, colorful, non
objective, non-horizon, painting, which has been strong!~ 

influenced by cubism. 
The artist was raised in Puerto Rico, and at age 13, be

gan studying under exiled Cuban muralist Rolando Lopez 
Dirube. Espada soon decided to make art his life and re
ceived a bachelor of fine arts degree in arts and humani
ties from Sacred Heart College in Puerto Rico. 

In 1988 Espada's art was included in the Houston Mu
seum of Fine Arts, Direction and Diversity, works in the 
museum's permanent<:ollection. Espada's work can also 
be found in museums from Beaumont to Fort Worth. 

COM students as well as faculty and staff should make 
every effort to enjoy the gallery. In this world of high 
speed entertainment people have forgotten how to slow· 
down, study and appreciate artwork. 

Art Gallery Director Janet Hassinger urges students to 
visit occasionally. "Students don't realize," Hassinger said, 
"that although there is not much art or fine places to view 
it in this area (Texas City), they have a fine gallery right 
under their noses." 

For more information call Hassinger at (409) 938-12i'l, 
or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Exts. 354/348. 
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Free lllovie showing 
Shrek, Oct. 19, 20 
ByTARAIAND 
Staff Reporter 

Set in a strange colorful land, populated by fairy-tale 
characters, Shrek is a hilarious movie that will delight 
children and adults of all ages. 

If you missed this comedy in the theater or would like 
to see it again, College- of the Mainland is offering a free 
showing of Shrek, Friday, Oct. 19, and Saturday, Oct. 20, 
in the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium, L-131, at 
7 p.m. both nights. 

Shrek (voice by Mike Meyers) is a fearsome green ogre 
living in isolation. But when power-hungry Lord Farquaad 
(voice by John Lithgow) turns Shrek's private swamp into 
a relocation camp for rejected fairy-tale characters, 
Shrek 's quiet introverted life gets flipped upside down. 

Joined by the loud-mout~ed, talkative donkey (voice 
by Eddie Murphy), Shrek makes his way to Farquaad's 
kingdom to demand his homeland back .. Farquaad agrees 
only if Shrek will go on a quest to free Princess Fiona 
(voice by Cameron Diaz) from her remote dragon-guarded 
castle and convince her to marry Farquaad. 

On their quest, Shrek and the donkey run into many 
obstacles, and Shrek finds himself realizing that he isn't 
quite the fearsome monster he always thought he was. 

Reinventing the traditional fairy-tale adventure on a 
quest to rescue the princess, Shrek features creative com
puter animation, a unique sense of hurnor and many in
teresting characters. 

This free showing, sponsored by the COM Student 
Activities Board, is a movie that no one, adults and chil
dren alike should miss. 

More tutoring hours offered at center 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Humanities Team is 
doing it again. That's right, tutorials are being offered 
again this semester in the Writing Center. 

In spring 2001 the Writing Center moved from Suite 
B of the Leaming Resources Center to the mezzanine 
upstairs in the LRC library. This move has proved to 
be a success for not only the center, but for students 
as well. According to Dr. Gilchrist White, English pro
fessor and director of the Writing Center, three times 
the number of students took advantage of the center 
in the spring semester than in the previous semester 
when tutorials where offered in professors' offices. 

"I am encouraged by the number of students who 
have already taken advantage of our services," Dr. 
White said, indicating that a large number of students 
have already visited the center this semester: 

The services the Writing Center offers are not lim
ited to English papers only. Professors are willing to 
help with papers on any topic for any subject, Dr. White 
said. They also are willing to assist students with ap
plication letters to four year universities or professional 
programs when they leave COM. 

Dr. White hopes that more students will bring their 
writing assignments to the center for help. 

Center services include help with brainstorming 
ideas, focusing on a topic, clarifying ideas, organiza
tion, development, grammar, punctuation, spelling and 
the mechanics of writing. 

English professors will give honest feedback about 
papers and work with students on a regular basis to 
help them overcome specific weaknesses and to de
velop their writing strengths. Professors will not edit 
papers, rewrite sentences, discuss grades given by a 
professor, predict grades or provide topics for papers. 

A developmental writing lab is offered in the Leam
ing Assistance Center, L-248 in the LRC. These tuto
rials help students with grammar and mechanical prob
lems. Computer-aided in~truction also is available. 

Writing Center hours tlfis fall are Mondays 9:30 
a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Tuesdays 8 a.m.-3 p.m.; Wednesdays 
8:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.; Thursdays 9 a.m.-1 p.m. and 3 
p.m.-5:30 p.m.; and Fridays 9 a.m.-noon. 

Hours for the developmental writing lab are Mon~ 
days through Thursdays 8 a.m.-9:20 p.m. ancl Satur
days 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Unfortunately, the Writing Center cannot be staffed 
- during the evenings or on Saturdays. The Humanities 
Team, however, is hoping to get funding to hire tutors 
to extend center hours, Dr. White said. 

For students unable to ·visit the center, an e-mail 
address is available. Students may e-mail specific 
questions concerning their papers to the center at 
<writingcenter@mail.mainland.cc.tx.':1S>. They 
should not e-mail an entire paper without addressing 
specific concerns. Dr. White hopes to respond to e
mails within 24 hours. 

For more information call (409) 938-1211 or toll 
free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 220, Writing Center, or 
Ext. 218, developmental writing lab. 

Writer, activist present Nobody Particular at COM 
By CHRISTINA WEAVER 
Staff Reporter 

What does someone who wanted to sink a shrimp boat 
have in common with someone who writes children's 
books? They have a shared story. 

After establishing her career as a children's author and 
illustrator, Molly Bang, a Pennsylvania resident, decided 
to write about somebody who ·made a difference. She 
chose Diane Wilson, a well-known environmental activ
ist whose major contribution is c!eaning up the bays in 
the Texas counties of Calhoun, Jackson and Victoria, as 
the heroine in her latest book, Nobody Particular. 

"I'm not your typical activist or outspoken person," 
Wilson said. 

As a fourth generation fisherman, Wilson spent most 
of her time in the water. She was very shy-natured and 
always "wanted to get away from people." Upon reading 
an article in the Associated Press, Wilson found out that 
the county where she lived was No. 1 in ground and wa
ter contamination, and she was outraged. 

"I couldn't live with myself if I didn't do something 
with that information," Wilson said. "It's real important 
to act on your best instincts." 

Wilson battled with the major polluter in her county
Formosa Plastic Corporation-for a long time before she 
saw any action. She went to extremes to get heard, in
cluding petitioning, picketing, demonstrating and stag
ing 12-30 day hunger strikes. 

Wilson decided to sink her own shrimp boat on the 
plant's waste stream as a monument to their pollution. 
. Unfortunately, the Coast Guard stopped her, threatening 
her with a charge of environmental terrorism which leads 
to 18 years in prison or a $500,000 fine. Most people 
thought she was crazy. 

At times, Wilson agreed with them. 
"On some of these issues, you really have to get fa

natic," Wilson said. "Why should you play by the rules 
when they control the rule book?" 

Eventually, Wilson said Formosa got tired of her and 
agreed to do a study on recycling their waste. The plant 
ended up adopting a Zero Discharge Policy, which means 
they now recycle their waste instead of dumping it into 
the bay. Many other refineries in the area followed 
Formosa's lead and now, after a decade and a half, Wil
son is working on her 100th plant. 

"I tend to believe it was destiny;" Wilson said. 
Wilson has won several awards for her activism includ

ing the Mother Jones' "Hellraiser of the Month" and the 
Giraffe Award for "sticking her neck out." 

Because Wilson's story was so controversial, Bang had 
trouble finding a publisher. After months of searching, she 
eventually found one who allowed her a 48-page book. 

She re.ad all the newspaper articles and gathered all of 
the information she could about Wilson's battle to save 
the bay. Bang found so much information that she had a 
hard time condensing the book to only 48 pages. 

After working on the book for six or seven mon.ths, Bang 
eventually decided to divide the book into two sections, 
the actual story and the ecosystem of the bay. 

Nobody Particular tells Wilson's story in black and 
white comic book style. 

"I think-black and white is more dramatic, so I used it 
for Diane's story.," Bang said. To add a realistic touch to 
the true story, Bang added colored borders featuring pie- _ 
tures of the bay's ecosystem around the comic strips. And 
why the title Nobody Particular? Wilson chose it. 

"I don't represent just myself," she said. "I represent 
everyone. I am nobody particular." 

Besides Nobody Particular, Bang has written more t~n 
20 children's books and won various awards for her work . 
These awards include 13 Caldecott awards and the first 
Givemy award for a children's science book titled Com
mon Ground. 

Bang and Wilson visited College of the Mainland on 
Sept. 11. The two ·shared their stories in two ~ssions, one 
at 11 a.m. and another at 7:15 p.m. Both sessions were 
held in the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium, L-131. 

At the beginning of the program, economics Professor 
Bob Young held a ·discussion with Bang about her book ' 
and Wilson about her activism. Then Bang gave a slide 
show that illustrated t)le process she went through in or
der to create Nobody Particular. When the slideshow was 
over, Bang and Wilson autographed copies of their book. 

Bang's Nobody Particular, as well as her other 
children's books, are available at local bookstores. Vid
eos of the presentation are available in the Media Ser
vices section of the COM library. 

For more i_nfomfation on the writings of Bang, visit her 
Web site at <www.mollybang.com>. 

Author and illustrator Molly Bang speaks to the audi
ence Sept.11 in a discussion about her book, Nobody 
Particular, which features Diane Wilson as the herione. 
Two sessions were held in the LRC Auditorium, L-131, 
11 a.m. anp 7:15 p.m. (Photo by Christina Weaver) 
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Patricia Jackson, director of Career Services, 
assists COM student Jeremy Thibodeaux in the 
Career Services area in the Student Center. 
Jackson will hold a Choosing a Career work
shop Oct. 23. (Photo by April Brandon) 

Jackson ·offers 
career assistance 
By MARETIA LONG 
Staff Reporter 

Even though they may have been in school for 
some time, many College of the Mainland students 
are undecided about their majors. 

Two types of students cu·rrently are attending 
COM: those who are unsure of the direction to 
take toward a career, and those who simply are 
tired of continuing doing what they have been 
doing job wise prior to enrollment at COM. 

Patricia Jackson, director of Career Services, is 
here to assist students in getting started on their 
road to success. Jacksorr, whom people may know 
better as Williams (she recently married), is no 
stranger to the education system. She received her 
bachelor's degree in English at the University of 
New Orleans and then received her master's de
gr:ee at Xavier U~iversity of Louisiana. 

When asked about her roles and responsibili
ties for the ongoing success of COM students, 
Jacks.on said, "Bottom line: the students are my 
No. 1 responsibility and my No. 1 concern." 

Not only does Jackson assist students in the ca
reer decision-making process, which is primarily 
initiated by the stuoents, but she also offers assis
tance in writing resumes, which students can then 
choose to present to employers. Jackson does not 
place students in jobs, but she does assist with the 
process of obtaining employment. 

The director also helps students in completing 
career exploration by providing classes on Job 
Readiness as well as assisting them with prepar
ing for job interviews by giving accurate job mar
ket information. 

Jackson, whose office is located on the second 
floor of the Student Center in Room SC-212, en
courages students to use the tools and equipment 
that have been provided for them, such as career 
catalogs and books·, the Myers Briggs Type Indi
cator and job listings. 

For more information contact Jackson at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 529. 
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New traffic regulations now,in effe-ct · 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Several driving-related laws went into effect Sept. 1, 
having been passed by the Texas Legislature this sum
mer. 

One driving-related law that has received much -atten
tion is House Bill 5, which now makes it illegal to have 
an open container of alcohol in the passenger compart
ment of the vehicle. HB 5 also increased penalties for 
driving while intoxicated. The law now states that if the 
driver receives a second DWI within five years, he will 
receive an automatic one year suspension of his driver's 
liceRse and must have an ignition interlock-a machine 
that reads the driver's alcohol level-installed in his ve
hicle for the full year following the suspension. Other 
new driving laws include the following: 

* HB 63: Increases the driver's license suspension from 
three to six months for a first-time offender who refuses 
to take or fails the breath test. The arresting officer will 
confiscate the driver's license on the spot. This law also 
applies to the Administrative License Revocation laws 

conc~ming boating while intoxicated if the suspect refuses 
a breath test. 

* SB 399: Prohibits children under 18 from riding in 
the back of a pickup or flatbed truck. If the pickup or 
flatbed truck is the only family vehicle the driver is ex
empt. Also exempt are government-sanctioned hayrides. 

* SB 113: Requires children under 4, or less than 36 
inches tall, to be restrained in an approved car seat. It also 
requires all children 4 to 16 to use seatbelts anywhere in 
the vehicle. The bill also specifies that the seatbelt laws 
apply to trucks, including 1-ton pickups. Another law, HB 
1739, increases the minimum fine for violating the car 
seat law from $25 to $100. 

* SB 968: Establishes a six-month driver's license sus
pension for a second conviction of gas theft. 

* SB 214:Abolishes the statue of limitations for leav
ing the scene of a fatal accident. 

* HB 2134: Creates a specific offense for operating a 
motor vehicle emitting excessive smoke that is visible for 
at least 10 seconds. 

The text to these new laws and other laws can be found 
at <www.capitol.state.tx.us.com>; select enrolled version. 

Tai Chi exercise for mind, body, sp_irit 
ByTARALAND 
Staff Reporter 

With so many Americans out of shape and overweight, 
people are always looking for a new form of exercise. 
But with so many different exercise techniques available, 
people are not sure what will help them get healthy and 
stay healthy, or what is just another exercise fad. 

Tai Chi, a form of exercise that people believe is relax-· 
ing and beneficial, has been around for quite some time. 

To get people acquainted with Tai Chi, College of the 
Mainland held a workshop Sept. 12. This unique form of 
exercise teaches a person how to stretch muscles and heal 
any recent or old injuries he or she may have. 

The introductory class drew a variety of people, from 
the person who wanted a good, relaxing~xercise, to the 
persori who just wanted to learn more about the technique. 

Evalyn Gibson said of the workshop: "I was attracted 
to the Tai Chi workshop because I needed a good form of 
exercise at a slower pace. I have tried yoga and the many 
other laid-back exercise classes, but I did not enjoy them; 
so I was hoping that this would be a class that would 

benefit me, and that I would enjoy." Gibson said she might 
join the senior citizens' class that Jason Hunt, who taught 
the workshop, is currently teaching in the Clear Creek area. 

Jack Helton, another participant, said: "I was attracted 
to this workshbp because of the many years I have in mar
tial arts tr~ining. I also had to have surgery on both knees, 
so I needed something that would help heal my knees, but 
not put too much strain on them." 

The class also attracted people like Megan Perry who 
came because of her love for different types of activities. 
Fifteen people, ranging in age from 18 to 84, attended. 

Hunt, who has been teaching Tai Chi for 10 years, ex
plained how Tai Chi helps a person's body by stretching 
the muscles, building strength in the bones, calming the 
nerves and cleansing the body of l:laily toxins. Advanced 
Tai Chi also teaches forms of self-defense movements. 

"Many people enjoy the Tai Chi classes because of the 
beautiful dance-like movements that are involved," said 
Hunt, who took seven years of Tai Chi before teaching it. 

A six-week Tai Chi class beg\ns Nov. 2 at 6:45 p.m. in 
the COM Gym. For more infomation call ( 409) 938-1211 
or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 422. 

COM adds Mexican Ballet Folklorico Dance 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Staff Reporter 

A Mexican Ballet Folklorico Dance course was added 
this fall to the curriculum of the Continuing Education 
program at College of the Mainland. 

The first group of children were taught the initial two
week basics by Professor Oscar Viveros of Huitzuco, 
Guerro, Mexico, with the final four weeks being taught 
by local instructors. 

Hilda Torres is currently the director for the Mexican 
Ballet Folklorico dance troupe. The class practices every 
Tuesday and Thursday at 5:30 p.m. at the Nessler Civic 
Center in Texas City. Classes are open to children of all 
heritages, ages 4 to 18, and new students are currently 

being accepted. 
Since the national theme for this year's Hispanic Heri-

• tage Month centers around children being the hope of the 
future, festive dances, such as the Mexican Hat Dance and 
the Ribbon Dance are taught to the children. 

Members of the dance class, which began this past July, 
became the Mexican Ballet Folklorico dance troupe. The 
troupe performed this September on Sixth Street in Texas 
City for the city's 90th birthday celebration, and at Main
land Bank in Texas City for the kickoff of Hispanic Heri
tage Month, which began Sept. 15 and ends Oct. 15. 

For children interested in joining the troupe, contact 
Torres at (409) 948-6211, or the Continuing Education 
department at COM at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 264. 

Open: forum allows students to speak their minds 
Are you shy? A little afraid to speak your mind? Or 

maybe you know what to say, but never are given a chance 
to say it? Well, here's your chance, 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
is holding a Student Concerns Forum in the Student Cen
ter Oct. 25 at 12:30 p.m. The forum gives. students an 
opportunity to voice their opinions and concen:is. 

Don't worry,.about your words falling on deaf ears be
cause COM president, Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes, and 

all three vice-presidents (Pamela Davenport, Student Af
fairs; James Templer, Instruction; and Dr. Henry D. Pope, 
College and Financial Services) will be present. 

Students are invited to bring sack lunches. 
"We've been trying to get students to have a chance to 

give their comments for years," said Maryann Urick, Stu
dent Activities Board sponsor. So make sure to attend. You 
may walk away extremely satisfied with a weight lifted 
from your shou!ders. 
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Campus Life 

A 3-on-3 basketball tournament took place in the Gym Sept. 19. The. first place team was from left Mike Gog le, 
Toki Lewis and Richard Goodnight.'The second place team was Sylvestor Daniels, Justin Martinez and Daniel 
Norcross. The next 3-on-3 tournament will be held on Oct. 23 at 2 p.m. in the Gym. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM Arena Theatre now in 30th season 
By JAMES FREMONT 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre, now in its 
30th year, has completed the first of its six scheduled pro
ductions of the 2001-02 season. 

COM's season began with Larry Shue's The Foreigner, 
a comedy in which the main character finds himself on 
the inside of a trouble-making group. The production 
ended Sept. 30. 

The next scheduled play, Requiem for a Heavyweight 
by Rod Sterling, is the saga of a veteran prizefighter look
ing to make a living outside the ring; it will begin Oct. 25 
and run through Nov. 18. 

Four other productions are on tap through summer 2002. 
Ranging from Rick Lewis' The Taffetas, a piece about a 
1950s pop singing group, to more well-known produc

· tions such as The Sound of Music, .theatergoers at COM 
are offered a variety of shows. From dramas to romances 
to comedies, the Arena The~tre pamphlet describes the 
productions as "professional quality." 

The Taffetas-will be the first 2002 play, running from • 

Jan. 24 through Feb. 17. 
Following an open period of nearly two months, the 

theater will pick up again in April with The Diary of Anne 
Frank. Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett's famed ac
count of a Jewish girl hiding with her family in an 
Amsterdam, Holland, attic during the Holocaust will run 
April 4 through 28. 

The theater will follow up with a comedy that pokes 
fun at itself. !1&Specting Carol, billed as "an uproarious 
comedy of theater errors," runs May 30 through June 23 
and features a financially strapped theater puttin~ on a 
show in which a needed grant from the National Endow
ment for the Arts is at stake. 

The season will end with The Sound of Music, Rodgers 
and Hammerstein's classic centering around a nun's life 
in war-torn Eu_rope starts July 18 and ends Aug. 11. 

Patrons have an opportunity to attend the five shows 
after The Foreigner for the price of four by buying sea
son tickets, which are on sale now. 

For more information or theater times, contact the box 
office at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 345. 

College Hour provides 1 hour meeting_time 
By TARA LAND 
Staff Reporter 

· Have you ever wondered why College of the Mainland 
has no classes scheduled between 12:30 and 1:30 p.m. on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays? 

Twenty years ago COM initiated College Hour which 
allows students and faculty to get things accomplished 
without worrying about classes and events conflicting. 

The college's clubs and organizations originally came 
up with the idea of College Hour because it was so diffi
cult to schedule a time during which everyone who wanted 
to take part in club or other activ.ities would have an op
portunity to do so. 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, former dean-of Instruction and Stu
dent Development, believes that when College Hour origi
nated it was an excellent idea but now some faculty-sched
ule classes, labs and office hours during that time, which 
defeats the whole purpose. He also believes that instead 
of an hour that helps students and faculty, it is an hour 

• that cau,:;es strain and frustratio_n. · Dr. Bass, who now 

teaches speech and remedial English at COM, pointed out 
that "if everyone worked together instead of agalnst each 
other, College l:ioiir would be successful and begin to serve · 
a purpose again." 

At this time, an evening College Hour does not exist 
for students who attend night classes. 

Dr. William T. Spillar, associate dean of Instructional 
and Student Support, would like to see something like a 
College Hour developed for the evening. 

He said people who attend evening classes usually have 
full-time jobs, so they are not able to get involved in col
lege activities as much as day students. Therefore, hav
ing a.time when they could get involved with campus ac-

• I 

tivities would be beneficial. Dr. Spillar pointed out, "We 
_have to have' cooperation from the faculty and students 
_because without that, anything the college puts together 
will be unsuccessful." 

College Hour has helped the students in many ways. 
The successful Welcome Kickoff held Sept. 20 as well as 
the Sept. 25 panel discussion of the Sept.JI tragedy took 
place during College Hour. 

Tragedy brings more 
students· to flag pole 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Students for Christ club 
sponso(ed the "See You at the Flag Pole" prayer event 
Sept. 19. See You at the Flag Pole is a nationally spon
sored event backed by the National Network of Youth Min
istries. This year the national theme was Psalm 84:2, "My 
Heart and Flesh cry out for a living God." 

See You at the Flag Pole has been an annual event on 
most college and high school campuses since 1990. 

In 1990 a small group of Texas students, after returning 
from a religious retreat in Burleson, sent out a challenge 
across the country for fellow students to join in a prayer 
at their school's flag pole. 

By 1998 an estimated 3 million students worldwide 
joined in the flag pole prayer event, and in light of the 
recent terrorist attacks many more than 3 million partici
pated in the.annual flag pole prayer this year. At CQM, 
the turnout at the flag pole was 45 people, about twice 
that of last year, said Tammy Stafford, Students for Christ 
sponsor. 

The students in Burleson chose the campus flag pole as 
the meeting place because of a flag pole's easy-to-find 
location. It has remained the central meeting point at col
leges and high schools ever since. It was chosen so that 
all students who want ·to pray can easily find other stu
dents who want to join in prayer. 

Recently in a 5th Circuit Court decision, Doe vs. Santa 
Fe Independent School District, the circuit court upheld 
the prohibition of prayer before football games or school 
activities and the prohibition of any school-sponsored 
prayer. This is why, even on the COM campus, the See 

· ·You at the Flag Pole event must take place outside of regu
lar school hours; therefore, the prayer event started at 7 
a.m. on campuses around the country. 

We must remember that the First Amendment to the 
· Constitution, which guarantees Americans the freedom 
of religion and the right to pray, also guarantees Ameri
cans the r1ght not to pray; however, in light of the recent 
attacks most Americans have joined in prayer for those 
victims of the tragedy of "Black Tuesday." 

President Bush ;ilso has bridged this First Amendment 
gap somewhat by setting forth Sept. 14, as a national day 
of prayer and remembrance. And on Sept. 23, at Yankee 
Stadium, in New York City, "the House that Ruth Built" 
became a "House of Prayer." 

Stafford believes that with more student participation 
and allowing more student prayer "our children can and 
should be taught tolerance." She added that tolerance 
would make schools and the world a safer place. 

See You at the Flag Pole is open to all students, facµlty 
and staff regardless of denomination. COM Students· for . 
Christ also is open to ali denominations. The group meets 
on Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m. in the Gym, Room P-118. 

Students for Christ have upcoming events, such as 
November's turkey bowl, trying to knock down liters of 
Coke with frozen turkeys. 

_ CoU<lg¢ bf.the ¥ainlan(l wt~f host the Gulf Qoa$t 
;l1.1terc()Ue*i~t~ Cot1foret1c~ Sportt Day get, 18( _ · 
. 1 . "Stucl.entf~om 1p t? J+ ~o~fere-nce qplleges w-iH 

. \.<29mp~t<;irt sve~ts to inel~d~ yeUe)'pjtil/ '.};ir.-3 •·•·• 
basfsetbaU,t~fnriis-, f~fquetbatl; t.~ol.~/te~1.1~§1 soft.:: 
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Local businesses 
offer discounts 
By TRAVIS CROFT 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland discount card was 
designed so students, faculty and staff could have 
fun at Texas City area businesses at a discount. 

The card, designed eight years ago, is sponsored 
by the college and is available in Maryann Urick's 
office in the Gym. Urick is coordinator of Recre
ational Progams and Student Activities. 

Nine businesses offer discounts on the card. 
If you are interested in having fun with a friend 

try AMF Star Lanes and get a free game each time 
you pay for one. Papa John's and Sonic offer a 
buy-one get-one free discount on selected items. 
Quizno's, Subway, Popeyes and the Reef Seafood· 
House offer free food when you buy a meal. If 
you need a haircut, MasterCuts offers 20 percent
off, plus the same discoun~ on some products. 

I wanted to try out the card, so I asked a guest 
to go with me to Rosario's Italian Restaurant, also 
on the dicount card. We skipped the pizzi because 
she is a vegetarian, so no discount. The outside 
had a nice ambiance and the menu had prices any
one on a work-study salary could afford. 

We ordered lasagna and minestrone and then 
headed for the.salad bar. I thought the salad bar's 
selection was a little skimpy because I like to have 
extras like spinach and broccoli. My guest on the 
other hand thought differently and also said the 
house dressing was quite good. My lasagna was 
delicious, but I thought it needed a little pepper. 
My guest, however, said her soup was tasty. 

The waiter did not hover over the table, which 
was good, but she seemed to lack that "may I serve 
you" attitude you get at more expensive restau
rants. Overall we both thought the restaurant was 
nice. Pizza, which seems to be their mainstay-and 
the only thing discounted-looked tempting. 

Rosario's Italian Restaurant is located at 3202 
1/2 Palmer Highway in Texas City. The location 
of the other businesses can be found on the back 
of the discount card. 

Nursing instructors 
dedicated to program 
Continued from Page 1 -. ---------
ing classes and .expect to be admitted to the program_in 
the near future. 

It is important for nursing students to be able to enroll 
because "there is a tremendous shortage of registered 
nurses in hospitals right now," Dr. Reeves said. The short
age is due to having fewer instructors, possibly because it 
pays more ,to be a nurse than an instructor. The state re
quires 10 trainees per instructor, which severely limits the 
number of nurses graduating. Also, nursing student en
rollment is down for the entire nation. 

However, COM nursing students do not have to be con
cerned about the instructor shortage because the nursing 
faculty is committed to the college and the program. "We 
have faculty that has been with this program for a loIJg 
time and have been committed to graduating a class of 
competent, potential nurses," Dr. Reeves said. 

When students graduate from the COM nursing pro
gram they are not licensed; the program prepares students 
to take the lice_nsing exam. Once the students complete 
the program, they are required to take an exit exam simi
lar to the licensing exam, Dr. Reeves said. The purpose of 
the exit exam is to ensure that each student has acquired 
the necessary knowledge for the licensing exam. 

Next fall 40 nursing students are expected to enroll. 
April Brandon and Daroly11 Mangum contributed to ihis story. 
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Recruiters work to increase enrollment 
Continued from Page 1 
ing to school so they can stay ahead of, or simply keep ug 
with, the rapid changes in the swift economic current. 

There is another reason enrollment reached the level it 
is now. COM has attempted to increase enrollment by 
creating the Strategic Enrollment Management Team. 
Ochoa and Spanish Professor Rafael Naranjo are co-chairs 
of the recruitment half of this program. Mary Mahoney, 
Jimmy Ramos, Crystal Wright and Darryl Olivier were 
s~udents selected to be part of the recruitment team. 

The recruiters call high school graduates and GED 
graduates and take an interest in their situations and needs. 
Ochoa said her crew "paid personal attention to people 
that contacted us by Web site." She continued, "They have 
a chance on the Web to tel1 us what (programs) they want 
to get into." Contacting the SEM Team on the Web also 
is a great way to get specific questions answered and to 
learn the best way to get the exact training desired. 

The team meets with prospective students on campus 
and gives them tours. Students are shown where every
thing is, taken to the testing center in the Student Center 
and helped with financial aid located in the Administra
tion Building. The team can even help Spanish-speaking 

students. Si, se habla espaiiol. 
When asked about the trend of increasing student num

bers Ochoa said, "I hope we're on a roll." She went on to 
say that COM is a good choice because it meets student 
needs, from college credit for high school students to two
year degrees, as well as continuing education. "When 
people try it they're going to like it," she said. 

There was a $3 increase per credit hour this semester. 
-Tuition was increased primarily to make up for funding 
lost when Sterling Chemical in Texas City filed for bank
ruptcy as well as to fund Student Activities Board events 
and construction that is planned for COM. 

Classes also are noticeably more crowded. COM has 
had to add classes to deal with the increase in the on
campus population. Among the added classes are math, 
English, science and remedial classes. ' 

When asked what .full classes might mean to students, 
Ochoa replied it would be a good idea for students to reg
ister early "because we did have classes fill up." 

Early enrollment for the spring begins Nov. 26. 
For more information on Strategic Enrollment Manage

ment call Ochoa at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 661. • 

Urbina museum lends artifacts to -COM 
Continued from Page 1 ----------
only ~n Mexico but also in the United States until 1848. 
The Pieces of 8 were used to help finance the United 
States' fight against Britain in ·the Revolutionary War, 
thereby, "giving us another link between United States 
and Spain," Dr. Urbina said. 

In addition, "Spanish Milled Dollars (backed by the 
Pieces of 8)" and Bilingual Dollars, which were printed 
but never put into circulation, also are on display. 

One of the most interesting pieces in the collection is 
the authentic pair of saddle stirrups wl}_ich date back to 

the 1500s and "could have been used by (Hernando) 
Cortes in his conquest," Dr. Urbina said. 

Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated nationally from 
Sept. 15 through Oct. 15. This year's national theme is 
"Children, 191.lr hope- (or the future." 

Students are encouraged to come by the library to see 
this display and tiarn about thsir Spanish and Texas heri
tage. This display is extremely informative and, accord
ing to Dr. Urbina, can be seen nowhere but at COM. 

Dr. Urbina also is the founder of CO M's Cinco de Mayo 
Festival, which has been a tradition for 28 years. 

College of the Mainland has telephone service for the 409 exchange and a toll free number for the 
281 and 713 exchanges. The 409 number is 938-1211 and the toll free number is 1 (888) 258-8859. 

• 

The fall 2001 lnterCOM staff gathers for a photo on the Learning Resources Center Library mezzanine. Staff 
members are (front row, from left) Managing Editor April Brandon; (middle row, from left) James Fremont, Travis 
Croft, Kristy Roberts, Roy Dixon; (back row, from left) Darolyn Mangum, Michael K. Smith, Maretta Long, Tara 
Land, Ola Kareem and Christina Weaver. Not pictured are Dale Pepin, Chris D. Molis and lnterCOM adviser Astrid 
H. Lowery. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

it 
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What's Happening 

Jeff Jordan and Instructor Dave Matthews climb a 35-foot ladder and practice leaning backward. This is just one 
of the tasks they must complete before graduating. "It was very scary up on that ladder," Jordan said, "I was 
shaking in my boots, literally, and it felt .is if the ladder was going to tumble down." (Photo by Michael K. Smith) 

Clubs participate in Welcome Kickoff 
By CHRISTINA WEA VER 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland held its spring Welcome Kick
off during College Hour in the Learning Resources Cen
ter breezeway Sept. 20. The kickoff was originally sched
uled for Tuesday, Sept. 11, but was postponed due to the 
tragedy in New YQrk City and Washington, D.C. 

The re-scheduling allowed for the kickoff and the His
panic Heritage Month program to be combined. 

COM president, Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes, gave a wel
come speech and asked for a moment of silence to reflect 
on the Sept. 11 disaster. Then Student Government can- • 
didates were introduced and various Student Activities 
Board representatives spoke on behalf of their clubs. These 
clubs included Phi Theta Kappa and COM Amigos. 

"Activities like this help bring the campus together," 
said Erica Blackburn, a member of SAB. "It gets students 
involved and more excited about school.'' 

To facilitate student involvement, SAB set up a row of 
tables to allow students to sign up for various organiza
tions on campus and to speak to some of their members. 

To keep with the Hispanic Heritage Month theme, the 
Mariachi "Los Gallitos" band performed for the crowd as 
they enjoyed free tacos and other Mexican foods. 

Inside the library, displ'ays were set up to illust_rate the 
historical importance ofTexas' Hispanic heritage. Displays 
included an authentic Aztec doll and the Aztec calendar 
which was illustrated on handouts visitors could take. 

"I think stuff like this is a blast," said freshman Ryan 
Jones.' "Free food and entertainment, and did I say free 
food? What could possibly be better?" 

Pool room offers relaxed atD1osphere · 
By ROY DIXON 
Staff Reporter 

Warning: Enter at your risk ... 
The College of the Mainland pool room is a danger zone 

for all people who don't have a sense of humor or don't 
enjoy having a good time. So when you enter, be pre
pared to laugh from the time you arrive until the time you 
hear Courtney Johnson, the pool room coordinator, say in 
his own little way, "It's time to go. I gotta go to my next 
class. This is the last game," and everybody answers OK, 
Mr. Friendly. 

There are two groups of people in the pool room: the 
ones who play and the ones who just watch. The first group 
is either playing a game, arguing over who plays the next 
game, who's better and who shouldn't touch a pool stick. 

The other group just watches. These are the heart and 

The College of the Mainland Jazz Ensemble and 
COM Jazz Combo will put on a concert Oct. 23 at 8 
p.m. in the Fine Arts Building Recital Hall, F-117. 

soul of the pool room. They crack all the jokes, tell all the 
stories and keep everything fun and easygoing. 

The normal length of a game is 10-15 minutes, not in
cluding the five minute joke session when you miss a shot, 
or just do something out of the ordinary. If you were to 
ask one of the spectators what they thought about the at
tack on America you'd probably hear the response, 
"America should do what we have to do." But if you asked 
the question: "What did you do in class today?" you might 
get an answer like ... "Nothing." 

So if you have a couple of hours between classes and 
don't feel like walking around or have nothing else to do, 
come join in on the fun in the pool room. 

Pool room hours are Mondays and Wednesdays 8 a.m.-
12:30 and2 p.m.-4:30 p.m., and Tuesdays and Thursdays 
11 a.m.-4:30 p.m. The pool room is located on the first 
floor of the Student Center. 

It will be free and open to the public and will last 
approximately two hours. The two groups are directed 
by COM music Professor Sparky Koerner. 

People Speak Out 
By InterCOM Editor and Staff 

This September most Americans s11ddenly felt a 
loss of security and freedom in America. In light of 
the recent terrorist attacks which took close to 6,000 
lives, InterCOM asked: What does patriotism mean 
to you in terms of the Sept. 11 tragedy? 

Leslie Richardson: Pa
triotistn is the natural 
consequence of disaster. 
People will aJways rally 
in Light of a disaster. 

Barbara Wallace! 
Stand up for the Consti
tution and believe in the 
Constitution. The Con
stitution says we have 
freedom from peing 
banned and to live in a 
peaceful place, also to 
fight for your rights. 

Curt Donihoo: Patria~ 
tism means helping fel
low men when there is 
a tragedy, and the whole 
country comes together 
and loves each other. 

Latasha Sowell: Every
body should be willing 
to fight for our freedom 
because that is what 
they attacked. We 
shouJd protect our na
tion. Everyone should 
pitch in and unite. There 
should notbe a1y anger 
or racism against Arab 
Americans. 

Dennis Rundell: Loy
alty to the nation. Stick
ing together but not 
striking out at the wrong 
people. 

Gene Flores: Why 
wasn't there patriotism 
before this? Everybody 
is gung-ho for war, but 
in war people.lose fam
ily, friends and loved 
ones. Patriotism should 
be here all the time~ not 
just when needed. 

Jonathan Shirley: See
ing how the whole na
tion came together is 
patriotism. Recruiting is 
up, everyone coming to
gether; that is patrio-

Violet OUvares: This is 
the land of the free, and 
they have used our sys
tem to attack us. We will 
have to send o,ur sons 
and daughters into com: 
bat, and that will be a 
huge sacrifice for every
one in our country. We 
have lost the amount of 
freedom we once had. 
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TIPA Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

Theater delivers a knockout . . 

. By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Staff Reporter 

Rod Serling's play, R6lJuiem for a Heavyweight, opened Oct. 25 and will run through 
Nov. 18 at the College of the Mainland Arena Theatre. This unique and dramatic play, 
directed by Jack Westin, revolves around the life of a has-been boxer, his greedy man
ager and the woman trying to save him from his manager and himself. 

While the play takes place in the boxing world, it is not about the sport of boxing. It 
is "a play about change, pride and dignity," said Westin, director of Theatre Programs. 

Bryan Myers, who has performed in more than 30 COM productions, plays prize
fighter Harlan "Mountain" McClintock. After his final fight McClintock learns he is no 
longer able to fight and must embark on a journey t~ find himself and a new career. 

Maish Resnich, his manager, played convincingly by veteran COM actor Robert Judd 
schemes to use McClintock and his name for his own monetary gains. 

Bryan Myers as Harlan "Mountain" McClintock and Barbara Winburn as Grace Miller 
deliver knockout performances in the COM Arena Ttieafre production of Requiem for 
a Heavyweight, which plays through Nov. 18. (Photo by theater department) 

Barbara Winburn makes her COM acting debut as Grace Miller, an employment coun
selor, and one of the only people to help McClintock better himself and find his dignity. 

In true Rod Serling (Twilight Zone) fashion, there is the strange, offbeat side to the 
See Play Page 11 
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Colleges compete; COM takes first place twice 
By 'rARA LA1 D 
Staff Reporter 

At the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day 
held at College of the Mainland Oct. 18, two COM teams 
too).<: first place. The COM softball team defeated San 
Jacinto College Central Campus in a close game, with a 
score of 10 to 9, and the COM men's basketball team 
defeated Brazosport, 44 to 31. 

GCIC Sports Day is held during the fall and spring se
mesters allowing the conference colleges to compete in 
various sports. Hosted by a different college each time, it 
was COr-,1's turn to host the event, which drew 11 other 

Hernandez honored 
with Estrella Award 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland hosted the third annual Estrella 
bwards and Banquet Oct. 13. The Estrella Award is given 
annually to recognize and honor an outstanding member 
of the Hispanic community. The award also is a means of 
promoting education and COM. 

The recipient of this year's Estrella Award was Ben 
Hernandez, who after eight years of service in the U.S. 
Marine Corps, graduated with honors from COM and went 
on to receive his bachelor's degree in computer engineer
ing from the University of Houston, central campus. 
Hernandez recently retired from BP (formerly Amoco) in 
Texas City. 

After retirement Hernandez and his wife Mary Sue be
gan renovating properties in the Galveston County area 
for low income, disabled or elderly families. The couple's 
current project is Pine f:orest Apartments on Deats Road 
in Dickinson. Pine Forest, the largest renovation project 
for the couple, "is now 94 percent occupied with minor-

See Pine Page 11 

colleges. Pari idpating colkge'- •n •. addition to COM vere 
Alv;n, Brazosport, Kingwood, Lee, North Harris County, 
San Jacinto North, South and Central, Alvin Pearland 
Campus, Wharton County and Tomball. 

More than 220 students participated in GCIC Sports 
Day. Eleven teams competed in volleyball, six in soft
ball, seven in men's basketball, two in women's basket
ball, three players competed in men's racquetball, eight 
players in men's tennis, four in women's tennis, six in 
table tennis and 11 in 8-ball. 

In 8-ball Wayne Harrgrave of COM came in second, 
while Jason Galtka o{Brazosport came in first. 

In volleyball Tomball took a first, defeating Wharton. 

In racquetball Jesse Bales from Sao Jacinto South took 
first defeating Brian Roberts from North Harris. Ryan 
Garcia from Brazosport took a first in men's tennis over 
Derrick McCrarjn from North Harris. 

In women's tennis Natalie White of San Jacinto Cen
tral took first place. Ronnie Gerstman from Lee took first 
place in table tennis with Andrew Hagee from Lee com
ing in second. 

GCIC Sports Day is open to all students. Those inter
ested in partcipating in the spring may contact Maryann 
Urick, coordinator of COM Recreational Programs and 
Student Activities, at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free at 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext 418. See related photo on Page 11 

Ben Hernandez, this year's Estrella Award winner, his wife and staff stand in front of the Pine Forest Apartments 
whic;h they have recently renovated for low-income, elderly and disabled people. Pictured (from left) are Mary 
Sue Hernandez, Anna Torres, Geanie Rambin, Martha Hernandez, and Hernandez. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 
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COM $tudent Eligio Aguilar gives blood at the semi-annual blood drive sponsored by the SAB, Oct. 2 and 3. The 
blood drive attracted 108 volunteers, of which 57 were first-time donors. Twenty-eight people also were deferred 
for various reasons. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

OK, we're ·at war; what happens next? 

Like Billy Joel once sang, "We didn't start the fire, it 
was always burning since the world's been turning." 
And those fires of the human condition are still burning 
as ambivalence continues to embrace Americans.as they 
wonder what happened to normality. 

Why have things gone awry in such a short time? On 

Like a splinter in our psyche, the question arises 
insatiably, "Why did the Sept. 11 tragedy occur?" Other 
perplexities, such as who are they, what do they want 
and what can we, as a people, do to maintain our 
equilibrium also arise. 

Our government seeks to wreak vengeance on the 
culprits and to eradicate the evil of terrorism around the 
globe in hopes of cleansing the landscape of famine and 
destruction for the future of mankind. 

I believe terrorism will never be done away with. It 
will always be a thorn in the side of any co1.mtry and its 
citizens. It doesn't hurt to try, but the president shouldn't 
try to make a crusade out of this catastrophe. 

· television flags are being mass marketed to enhance our 
sense of being a part of a greater, homogeneous nation, 
one thafwon't falter and will not be divided. 

Anthrax, suicide bombings and counter attacks have 
all become common rhetoric at our dinner tables, and 
many Americans are glutted with the hourly updates of 
"what's-going-on-now." Most of us want to see Osama 
bin Laden chastised and many want justice enforced 
with swift action. I only wish the questions and the 
answers were that simple and had perfect clarity. 

• 
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Is there sufficient evidence to convict bin Laden, is 
the killing of Afgha~ innocents via bomb strikes worth 
the price? To me, the answer is no. Saving lives and 
establishing peace in the Middle East is the only thing 
that is essential. For years the Middle East has been 
synonymous with violence, but many Americans have 
been somewhat indifferent. Now we have no choice but 
to face the reality that we are not impervious to destruc
tion and pain, and that we are a part of the situation. 

• Conversati9ns, debates and riots can go on about 
who's right, who started the attacks, and who will be the 
first to seek resolution. But what does it all accomplish 
if more suffering has to be endured? Resorting to 
violence can't be tolerated; we need to look at sensible 
solutions that benefit all people, not just our own. Most 
of us have never fallen victim to starvation, oppression 
or isolation as many citizens in the Middle East have, 
and we must not allow their cries to fall on deaf ears. 

One of my fears is that people will look at Muslims _as 
scapegoats; that people who are different from you or 
me are inherently terrorists. With the media pulsating 
with disturbing and sometimes biased leads, people have 
been severely affected by the images of mass destruction 
and its source. Violence, domestically and locally, has 
already broken out, backed by hatred. To indulge in such 
racial discrimination will only add more fuel to the fire. 

Where do we go now that we're at war? Hopefully, 
our leaders won't condemn a nation for the actions of a 
few, and I wish that we as a nation could see the bigger 
picture of what has happened at home and abroad, for 
the sake of preserving all that is sacred. 

COM Blood Drive. 
considered success 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Staff Reporter 

Although the College of the Mainland Blood Drive held 
Oct. 2 and 3 was a success, it was not as big a success as 
hoped for, especially in light of the Sept. 11 trageoy. 

The semi-annual blood drive attractedl08 volunteers; 
yielding 80 donations of which 57 were first-time donors 
28 people were deferred (those who could not give for 
one reason or another). 

There were many reason.s for deferrals which ranged 
from communicable illnesses to living abroad for more 
than six months, specifically in Europe, where mad cow 
disJ!ase cost the lives of thoµsands of head animals. But 
the majority of the deferrals were due to "tattoos and body 
piercings," said Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recre
ational and Student Activities. 

After the Sept. 11 tragedy, Urick asked the Gulf Coast 
Regional Blood Center in Houston to move up the date of 
the drive, but because of demands at the blood center, the 
center was unable to do so. 

The most successful blood drive in recent COM his
tory, held Oct. 6, 1999, yielded 334 donors of which 290 
were able to donate and only 44 were deferred due to less 
stringent regulations. 

That drive was held days after the vehicle accident that 
caused the death of Texas City's Fire Captain Willfam 
Bethune and resulted in the lengthy hospitalization of 
firefighter, c'raig Peterson. 

Career Services offers 
~'1reer placement tool 
ByMARETIALONG 
Staff R~porter 

If you knew of something that would be free to you but 
would cost others hundreds, maybe even thousands of dol
lars and was to your benefit, would you use it? The Myers 
Briggs Type Indicator is a career-determining tool offered 
by the College of the Mainland Career Services Center. 

The MBTI has been ·used by _more than 14 million 
people nationwide. Professionals use it to help their cli
ents make informed career decisions, and college coun
selors use it to help students choose a career path. 

The developers of this placement tool conducted a num
ber of surveys of professionals who enjoy their careers, 
asking each the same questions. They then combined all 
the answers and developed the MBTI. 

Patricia Jackson, who was Patricia Williams prior to 
her recent marriage, said_, "When a student takes the 
MBTI, the answers he give~ are compiled by using a mix 
and match method." The students'answers are matched 
with the answers of professionals who share the students' 
interests, likes and dislikes and are happy with the cateer 
"they're in. Jackson said there are no right or wrong, good 
or bad answers to the tool. It is simply what the student 
thinks, what he prefers and the things he likes to do com
pared to the likes and dislikes of those already in careers. 

For people who are just beginning their education, the 
MBTI is a tool that gives them insight into which career 
fields best suit them and the things they should be doing 
in order to reach their goals. 

In the case of people already in a career, the MBTI is a 
tool that helps them expand their horizons by showing 
how they have changed over time. The MBTI also is a 
source of guidance for people who don't have any idea of 
what to do or where to start. 

The MBTI takes approximately 35-45 minutes to fin
ish. and helps people who want or need direction. 

For more information call Jackson at (409) 938-1211 
or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 529. 



Afghans receive food, 
Americans go hungry 

Jennifer ·•·•·• 
·nuhon 

Apparently it is the American way to feed 
those with whom we are at war. We cannot feed 
our citizens who take up residence in our streets, 

· yet we can afford to drop food rations to those 
who hatefully bum our American flag. 

President Bush announced that dietary 
assistance packages were the first part of a $320 
million humanitarian effort for displaced Afghan 
refugees. It is possible the intent of food drops is 
for international acceptance of U.S. military-led · 
bombings and not for mercy for the Afghan 
people. Rather than benefiting our_ enemy, 
American dollars should benefit our citizens, our 
disaster relief efforts and biochemical protection. 

Our citizens go hungry while our government 
assures our enemy of sustenance. The Afghan 
children we feed today may become the Taliban 
soldiers of the future. Money used to pay for 
rations and for the fuel it takes to fly and drop 
food could be spent right here in America, caring 
for families who struggle to feed their children. 

Ordinary citizens not directly affectea by the 
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks have donated money to 
the Disaster Relief Fund to help those families 
who have lost family members, jobs, businesses 
and homes. While U.S. citizens generously 
contribute money, the exact people who harbor 
the individuals directly responsible for the -
terrorist attacks receive food via American tax 
dollars. It is uncertain if the food rations, 
intended for Afghan refugees, actually make it to 
intended destinations. 

' New disastrous developments have occurred 
as we now are dealing with the anthrax scare. 
Anthrax-laced letters have been used to deliver 
this purposefully -manufactured disease to 
specific people and companies in Florida, New 
York and Washington, D.C. Postal officials warn 
they do not have the funding or manpower to 
t:xamine all correspondence and cannot be 
certain U.S. mail is free of contamination. 
Currently, the vaccine for anthrax is in short 
supply in the United States. Assisting in the 
production of the vaccine and developiµg 
alternative preventive measures is a more 
appropriate use of government funds than food 
drops to Afghanistan. 

We Americans will not hear fro,m our govern
ment that "humanitarian famine assistance" is 
actually our tax dollars feeding Afghan citizens, 
including the Taliban. The act of providing them 
with food is more than an act of sympathy or 
kindness; there is an ulterior motive. 

Our nation's current policy of simultaneous 
war and humanitarian aid to our adversaries is an 
example of political double-talk, as our govern
ment is more concerned with ensuring our 
reputation as a compassionate country. U.S. 
citizens living in poverty are the more needy 
candidates for food aid than the uncooperative 
Afghan citizens. Our citizens are entitled to have 
tax dollars spent in ways that will directly benefit 
them, such as domestic disaster relief efforts and 
biochemical protection. 

U.S. aircrafts are welcome to drop food rations 
to some of those citizens at 23rd Street and 
Broadway, Galveston, Texas, USA. 
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AIDS shatters hopes, dreams, families 

While students are still in school they have many 
dreams. They have great plans about what they are 
going to do with their lives and how things are going to 
be when they finish school. 

But what if one day you found out that your dreams 
would not come true, that your life was going to come 
to an end sooner than you had planned? What if you 
found out you had an incurable disease? What if you 
found out you had AIDS? 

Let me share with you the story of a young, pretty 
woman who was smart, funny and popular in high 
school and had her whole life before her: 

After graduation she began going to parties, drinking 
and became sexually active. She had plans to become a 
teacher, a wife, a mother, she already was a sister, a 
daughter, a friend. 

But her life came to an end, despite wonderful 
dreams. Never would she see her two youngest sisters 
walk across the stage to receive their high school 
diplomas, never would she see her only brother's child, 
and never would she be able to see her youngest siblings 
walk down the wedding aisle to start lives of their own. 
At the end of her life people were turning their heads.to 
look at her, not because of her beauty, but because of her 
disease, AIDS. 

When she found out she had AIDS she immediately 
told her family. At the time they saw no difference in 
her, she was just a bit more tired than usual. During the 
last six months of her life she began to lose weight
lots of it. Then her hair started thinning and falling out. 

Going to the doctor weekly and getting blood transfu
sions became routine. Sores developed in her mouth and 
down her throat; she had trouble walking and breathing 
on her own and was too weak to eat. 

To you the reader this is only a s_tory, but to me this 
was part of my life. I had to deal with this dying 25-
year-old woman daily. You see, she was my sister. 

It may never happen to you, but what about a friend 
or a relative? AIDS is a disease most people know 
something about, but do th~y really know it? 

My sister was discriminated against because of 
ignorance. Even in our own family we had people who 
•would not let their children come near her because she 

had this disease. 
When she found out she had AIDS, we went to the 

library and read as many books as we could to learn 
about it. This disease can be transmitted in only three 
ways: sexually, through blood 4Tansfusions and sharing 
dirty needles. • 

If you are sexually active, even in a heterosexual 
relationship, y~u can catch AIDS. According to the 
magazine AIDS Treatment News, you have a 1-in-20 
chance of having.sex with someone who is HIV positive 
(the early stage of AIDS) or who has AIDS. Further
more, even though you may be sexually active with only 
one partner, if your partner has had sex with several 
others, you in essence have had sex with all of them and 
their partners. 

Now is the time to become informed and get tested. 
We don't need to lose any more lives from something 
that can be avoided with caution. 

If you would like to have more infomation on AIDS or · 
HIV contact the Gulf Coast Center HIV Division in 
Galveston (409) 762-5935. This number will connect 
you with an HIV team that goes to people's homes to do 
private AIDS testing. 

You also can contact the Galveston County Health 
Department Center for Venereal Disease Control in La 
Marque at (409) 938-2429. Or contact Glenda Ridens at 
Planned Parenthood Clinic in League City (281) 337-
4618. All of these clinics provide AIDS and HIV testing. 

Nursing program update 
The Board of Nurse Examiners of Texas will 

meet in January to review the College of the Main
land Nursing Program, according to Dr. Gay 
Reeves, interim director of the program. "The 
nursing program has been accredited by the BNE 
since the program's inception." 

Since the May 2001 nursing graduates had a 
94 percent state board pass rate, nursing faculty 
"anticipate that the current conditional accredita
tion status will be upgraded," Dr. Reeves said. 

Freshman nursing students are enjoying posi
tive learning experiences with small student
teacher ratios. Students also benefit from the nurs
ing faculty mentoring program now in place. 

Any pre-nursing student who has not been con
tacted by an instructor should call ( 409) 938-1211 
or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext.426. -
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Anthrax scare leads 
to mail precautions 
ByDAROLYND.MANGUM 
Staff Reporter 

Several instances involving suspicious letters or pack
ages have been investigated in Texas. However, the an
thrax bacteria has not been found, said the Texas Depart
me_nt of Health. 

The Galveston County Health District is providing steps 
for handling suspicious letters and packages. The steps 
are from a health advisory issued by the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control .and Prevention. 

Steps for handling s.uspicious unopened letters or pack
ages are as follows: • 

• Do not shake or empty contents. 
• Place in a plastic bag or container to prevent leakage 

of contents. If a bag or container is unavailable, 
cover the item with clothing, paper or trash can. 

• Do not remove covering. 
• Leave the room and close off the area, 
• Keep others from entering. 
• Wash your hands with soap and water. 
• Report the incident to local police or other Jaw 

enforcement officials. 
If the incident occurs in the workplace, also notify the 

building security and the supervisor. Make a list of the 
people who were in the room or area when the suspicious
looking letter or package was identified. Provide the list 
to law enforcement, the postal inspector and the public 
health officials. 

For packages and letters that are unopened, call the 
postal inspector at (713) 226-3600. The number is an
swered 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

If a suspicious looking package or letter has been 
opened, it then bec!}mes a Jaw enforcement issue, so you 
should call the local police department or sheriff's office. 

W-Day set for Nov.19 
Withdrawal Day, also known as W-Day is set for 

Nov. 19. This is the last day to drop classes stu
dents feel they are not doing well in. This is the last 
chance for students to drop their classes· without 
having an F on their transcripts, thereby lowering 
their grade point average. To withdraw students need 
to fill out an add/drop slip in theAdmissions Office 
in the Administration Building. 

Courtney Johnson, president of Student Government, 
and member Vvor;me Zeno tie red ribbons to trees 
around campus in honor of Red Ribbon Week. See 
related story on Page 9. (Photo by Phil Johnson) 

Virginia Adair, from COM purchasing department, hands out informative literature, stickers, pens and crayons to 
children at the Safety and Health Excellence for Our Children Fair held Oct. 20 at the Doyle Convention Center in 

,,Texas City. The COM booth was designed to teach children about poison control. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Safety fair learning tool for children 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Staff Reporter 

The Safety and Health Excellence for Our Children Fair 
held Oct. 20 at the Doyle Convention Center in Texas 
City was a great hands-on learning experience for all chil
dren who attended. 

The event was open to children of all ages, but there 
were many "big kids" (adults) grabbing their fair share of 
great •giveaways and door prizes. 

There was something for everyone including free pop
. com and water, courtesy ofOzarka. BP(formerlyAmoco) 

set up a bike safety path inside the convention center and 
gave free bike helmets to all children . . 

The safety fair also included dog shows, puppet shows, 

book readings and games. Local businesses, city and 
county agencies, the Texas City Independent School Dis
trict, the Texas City/La Marque Chamber of Commerce, 
Mainland Medical Center and College of the Mainland 
were sponsors of the event. 

Children visited many booths, all geared to teach about 
various health and safety issues. 

The COM booth, designed to teach children about poi
son control, had informative handouts, stickers, pens, 
pencils and crayons. Virgina Adair, COM purchasing de
partment, and Jason Green, COM safety coordinator, were 
on hand to help children learn about poison control. 
COMpress, the Galveston County Poison Control Center 
and Mainland Pharmacy were among the many corrtribu
tors in COM's effort to make the event a success. 

Reality of breast canc~r hits all women. 
ByDAROLYND.MANGUM 
Staff Reporter 

You may have noticed people wearing pink ribbons or 
pins on their lapels during October. The pink ribbons rep
resent and support breast cancer awareness. 

In the past I noticed the pink ribbons, but not like I 
notice them since the reality of breast cancer touched my 
life and the lives of my family members. On Nov. 28, 
2000, my sister was diagnosed with breast cancer. The 
tumor was larger than 3 centimeters, but no lymph nodes 
were involved, and the cancer had not spread. 

My sister's baby was 4 months old the day she was 
diagnosed, which also was our father's birthday.-

Her first reaction was that she could not believe it had 
happened to her. There was not much I could say because 
I could not speak or Jet her see that I also was devastated. 
It is hard to be supportive when you hurt as badly as the 
person you are supporting. Her breaking the news of the 
diagnosis was just the beginning of a long process. 

On Dec. 6, 2000, my sister underwent a radical mas
tectomy, removal of her left breast. Her hospital stay was 
three days, and she was up and walking around by the 
third day. One difficult part of her recovery was she could 
not hold her baby because she was restricted from lifting 
anything with her left arm because some of the lymph 
nodes under her arm had been removed. Thereto.re, if she 
lifted anytfiing, her lymphatic glanqs would fill with fluid. 

My sister did everything doctors told her to do to assist 
in her recovery. Although she did what she could for her
self, her family was there for her. Two months after her 
surgery she began intravenous chemotherapy treatments. 

The side effects of chemotherapy are dizziness, confu
sion, agitation, missing menstrual periods, tiredness or 
weakness, darkening of skin and fingernails, temporary 

loss of hair and other ·minimal side effects. The side ef
fects ofAdriamycin (Doxorubicin) include vomiting, sores 
in the mouth and lips, and temporary loss of hair. 

It was difficult and watch my sister go through the .che
motherapy and to see the effects it had on her body. 
My sister had beautiful hair before the chemotherapy; after 
her second treatment she was completely bald. 

I remember my sister crying to me and saying she felt 
ashamed, isolated, not a whole woman, and that people 
would think she was dirty because she had this disease. 
Everyone who talked to her made her feel somewhat en
couraged, but what really helped her was joining a cancer 
support group in Galveston. The women in the support 
group could actually say they knew what she was going 
through because they were breast cancer survivors. 

According to physicians .Orlando E. Silva and Stefano 
Zurida, authors of Breast Cancer: A Practical Guide, the 
first description of breast cancer appeared in 1600 BC in 
an ancient Egyptian papyrus manuscript :ho.used in the 
British Museum. 

In 1999, according to Breast Cancer, approximately 
796,000 new cancer cases were diagnosed, and of those 
approximately 314,000 deaths were worldwide. 

Breast cancer is the most common cancer among women 
worldwide. In the United States breast cancer cases have 
steadily increased since 1960 at a rate of 1 to 2 percent 
per year. Breast cancer, according to the book, accounts 
for 32 percent of all cancers in women ages 30 to 70. 
Twelve percent of U.S. women will develop breast can
cer if they live to be 85 years old; 50 percent of breast 
cancers usually occur after age 65; 6.5 percent of breast 
cancers occur in women younger than 40. Breast cancer 
is second only to lung cancer in American women. 

Early detection can eliminate spreading of the cancer. 

See Early Page 5 



New TRIO Grant 
offered to students 
By CHRISTINA WEAVER 
Staff Reporter 

The new Student Support Services office at Col
lege of the Mainland is offering a new type of grant 
for students who need help paying for college. 

A federally funded program, the TRIO Grant (the 
term "TRIO" describes the combination of three 
federal programs) is being offered to students who 
meet one or more of three qualifications. A stu
dent must be receiving financial aid or have a low 
income, must be a first-generation college student 
(neither parent has a four year degree) or be a stu
dent with disabilities. 

The TRIO Grant is part of a series of progr_ams 
funded under Title IV of the Higher Education Act 
of 1965. Financial aid is available to help students 
overcome financial barriers, but TRIO programs 
help students overcome other issues, such as class 
and social barriers. More than 1,900 iRIO pro
grams currently serve nearly 700,000 low-income 
Americans between the ages of 11 and 27, and 
more than 1,200 colleges and universities offer 
TRIO programs in America. 

Aside from the TRIO Grant, COM Student Sup
port also offers many services to students who need 
assistance in their academic endeavors. Some of 
these services include academic advising and 
course selection, tutoring, campus visits to univer
sities, career counseling and financial assistance. 

Student Support also will offer a number of Stu
dent Success Workshops throughout the semester. 
However, workshops are not pre-scheduled events. 

"We want to plan the workshops based on stu
dent needs," said Chris Kimbark, Student Support 
Services coordinator. 

The Student Success Workshops generally fo
cus on subjects, such as information on test anxi
ety, self-esteem, stress management, career explo
ration and test-taking tips. 

For a TRIO Grant application or more informa
tion about any student services, contact Student 
Support Services at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free at 
1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 131, or go by the office in 
the Administration Building, Room A-148. 

Early detection critical 
Continued from Page 4 ----------
To detect cancer, do monthly self-breast exams, have 
yearly gynecological exams and mammograms as often 
as your physician recommends. However, you can do all 
of these things and still not find the cancer early enough. 

In my sister 's case, she detected the pea-sized lump in 
her breast in 1998 and was told by a physician to immedi
ately stop taking her oral contraceptives. Three months 
after discontinuing birth control pills, she became preg
nant. During her pregnancy the lump grew larger. She 
nursed her baby for three months, and by then the lump 
was visible through a thin shirt. 

She went to a physician who ordered a biopsy; it came 
back positive for breast cancer. 

It has been more than 11 months since my sister's diag
nosis; she will end radia_tion Nov. 16. She has days when 
she is depressed because her battle is not over. 

My sisters life has changed because there are,things.she 
will have to do differently for the rest of her life. She now 
has to wear a medical alert bracelet because she cannot 
have blood drawn, have her blood pressure taken, or have 
needle sticks in her left arm. 

Despite the challenges my sister faces and the fact that 
it has not yet been a year since her diagnosis and surgery, 
she talks openly about breast cancer because she wants to 
inform women about the importance of early detection. 
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OAAC provides opportunities for .members 
By ROY DIXON 
Staff Reporter 

The Organization of African American Culture founcfed 
in 1978, is the longest existing organization on the Col
lege of the Mainland campus. Originally named the Black 
Student Union, OAAC is the only organization on cam
pus specifically for African American students. 

This organization is responsible for Black History pro
grams and parties and Kwanzaa activities on campus. 

Members are expected to attend all meetings and par
ticipate in all the fund-raisers in order to pay for the cost 
of the activities planned by the club. 

OAAC members recently donated seven coats to Coats 
for Kids, sponsored by the National Panhellenic Coun
sel. For Thanksgiving, OAAC will donate dinners ·to two 
needy families in the community. 

Members were asked to join the NAACP so COM can 
have its own chapter. At least 25 members are needed. 
Admission fees for people 18 to 21 is $10, for those 22 to 
24 is $15 and for those 25 and up, the fee is $30. 

On Saturday, Nov. 10, OAAC will have a party for the 
area high school youths in the Student Center from 9 p.m 

to 1 a.m. 
Parties are one way for the OAAC to raise money for 

activities. Admission to the party is $3 before 10 p.m. 
and $4 after 10 p.m. . 

Next semester the OAAC will host several events from 
a Hip Hop concert to a High School All Star Basketball 
Game. Officers of OAAC will visit the campus.of Texas 
A&M University to attend the Black Leadership Confer
ence Jan. 17-21. 

The OAAC also plans a trip to Atlanta where members 
will visit several black colleges and the Dr. Martin Luther 
King Monument. 

OAAC recently elected the following officers: Tashiba 
Bryant, president; Roy Dixon, vice president; Toya Fury, 
secretary; George West, assistant secretary; Jia LeBlanc, 
treasurer; Ola Kareem, parlimentarian; Courtney Johnson, 
historian; and Yvonne Zeno and Karma Humphrey, Stu
dent Government representives. 

OAAC meetings are held every other Thursday in the 
Gym, Room P-112 at 12:30 p.m. The next meeting is Nov. 
8. For questions about OAAC see Jeanette Slaughter front 
desk at the Gym or contact her at (409) 938-1211 or toll 
free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 422. 

COM graduate sings his way to success 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland graduate Shawn Johnson has 
started to make a name for himself in country music. 

Johnson recently won first place for his performance 
of George Strait's hit "Baby Blue," at the Santa Fe Cham
ber of Commerce annual Heritage Awards Oct. 13. The 
Heritage award is an annual talent show which showcases 
the many amateur singers and performers from the greater 
Galveston County area. 

Johnson has no designs on Nashville right now. "I just 
don't know about that big of a move right now," Johnson 
said. "I chose COM because I wanted to stay close to 
home." He also has started writing music and is now work
ing on writing lyrics. Johnson has high hopes of eventu
ally becoming a song writer. 

He sings with several of the local bands like the Mav
ericks and the Cherokee County Band. He can be seen 
performing at local opry houses in Lake Jackson, Manvel 
and Alvin. He will be perform at Alvin on Nov. 11 for 
Legends Night. 

Johnson currently is auditioning for William "Taco" 
Clements, a local band leader, as lead vocals for one of 
his country and western bands. He also will perform at 
the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo in February. 
Johnson will perform both on the Double "E" Stage and 

in the amateur talent showcase contest. 
The musician started his music career in the choir at 

Texas City High School, after much encouragement from 
fellow students and teachers. Johnson graduated from 
Texas City High School in May 1997, where he was ac
tive in theater in addition to choir. 

In September 1997, Johnson enrolled in COM. He was 
a music major an~ graduated from COM with an 
associate's in arts last May. 

Though Johnson is a full-time employee of Standard 
Life Insurance Company, League City, he will continue 
to perform and write songs. If his performing career comes 
to an early end, Johnson hopes to become active in youth 
ministries, where he may try his hand at gospel music. 

The Alvin' Opry House, only about 20 minutes from 
Texas City, showcases many of the amateur country sing
ers, songwriters and performers, both young and old, 
throughout the southeast part of Texas. The opry house 
provides a fun-filled night of entertainment for people of 
all ages. The entertainment is set up as a variety show, 
with 10 or more performers in one evening. 

If you are a fan of country music, stop in any Friday or 
Saturday night (gospel music is every Sunday afternoon), 
and $7 will provide you three hours of extremely good 
amateur performances. 

Johnson also will appear in a star showcase at the Lake 
Jackson Opry House on Nov. 23. 

COM graduate Shawn Johnson performs Oct. 19 at the Alvin Opry House wtlere he will perform again on Nov. 11 
for Legends Night. He also will perform at the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo in February on both the 
Double "E" Stage and in the amateur talent showcase contest. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 
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Students voice concerns at Student Concerns Forum, Nov. 1, in the Student Center. Present to hear concerns 
are Pamela Davenport, vice president/dean of Student Services; James Templer, vice president/dean of 
Instruction; and Dr. Henry D. Pope, vice president/dean of College and Financial Services. (Photo by Michael 
Smith) 

Moser optimistic about AE Program 

Kathryn Moser 

By DAROLYN D. 
MANGUM 
Staff Reporter 

Katherine Moser is 
the associate dean of 
Adult Education, for
merly Adult Basic 
Education, at College 
of the Mainland. 
Moser joined the 
COM staff in Septem
ber 2000. 

Moser's job re-
sponsibilities_ are to 

direct the Adult Education program which includes classes 
in nine locations throughout Galveston County. In 2000-
2001 these classes served 2,200 students, up from 1,650 
in 1999-2000. More than 70 percent of the funds received 
for the AE program are from federal and state agencies, 
Moser said. The basic education classes have numerous 
levels of reading, writing, composition, math, science and 
social studies which lead to GED preparation classes. 

The classes serve more than 700 adults in English as a 
Second Language programs. Moser stated that many of 
the ESL students are degreed in areas such as medicine, 
law and teaching, but must master the English language 

before pursuing their profession in the United States. 
Moser implemented changes in the program at all nine 

locations, such as an expanded adjunct faculty and ex-. 
panded testing/assessment areas. Since Moser came to 
COM, the program was chosen as a pilot site for the Texas 
standardized curriculum. Moser feels optimistic about the 
future of the AE program. She said that her major focus is 
on student retention and progression through the program 
in order for stude.nts to achieve their goals. Students 
progress at different levels and many attain a GED. 

Moser earned her doctorate at Texas A&M University 
and her master of science and bachelor of music degrees 
at the University of North Texas in Denton. 

Her list of awards include Outstanding Educator 1982 
Houston Community College system; Presidential Award
Chi pmega Bay Area in 1992; Sword of Hope award in 
19tJ2 from the American Cancer Society; Citation Award 
from Clear Lake Pan Hellenic in 1993; and the Outstand
ing Community Volunteer in fund-raising philanthropic 
and educational efforts. . 

In spite of being so busy, Moser takes time to relax by 
snowskiing, reading, volunteer work and traveling with 
the "highlight" of her life, her 7-year-old daughter, Eliza
beth Katherine Haden. She also has a dog, Giselle. 

The Adult Education office is open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon
days through Fridays. For information call ( 409) 938-1211 
or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 294. 

Veterans honored with patriotic T-shirts 
By TARA LAND 
Staff Reporter 

Sept. 11 chau·ged oui' lives in many ways. 
One way is that patriotisim has taken on a whole 

different meaning in our country. 
When you drive around the city you see flags ev

erywhere. Stores have sold out of flags and have or
dered more. And many people wear T-shirts display
ing the American flag. 

To honor College of the Mainland veterans, as well 
as the children of faculty and staff who are in the mili
tary, Students for Christ are selling patriotic T-shirts. 

On the front of the shirt is a flag with an eagle. For 
the back of the shirt three options are available. 

Option No. 1 has the back of the T-shirt divided into 
two columns; in the first column are the names of fac-

ulty and staff who are veterans, and in the second 
column are the names of faculty and staff who have 
children in the military. 

Option No. 2 has the Students foe Christ logo as 
well as Verse 12 of Psalm oO on the back. 

Option No. 3 has a plain back. 
The shirts with the plain backs are of a limited num

·ber due· to the high demand for them. Approximately 
80 shirts at $10 went on sale Nov. 1. 

These T-shirts ll]so will be given away as door prizes 
at the Pre-Veterans Day celebration organized by the 
Student Activities Board and Students for Christ, 
Thursday, Nov. 8 at 12:30 in the COM Library. Des
sert and punch "'.ill be provided by SAB. 

If you would like to purchase a T-shirt, contact 
Tammy Stafford, Students for Christ sponsor, at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll free at l (888) 258-8859, Ext. 417. 

Students concerns 
heard at forum 
By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Concerns Forum 
was, held Nov. 1 during College Hour. The forum had origi
nally been scheduled for Oct. 25, but due to schelduling 
conflicts of the three vice president/deans the forum was 
rescheduled for No~. 1. 

The three vice president/~eans, Pamela Davenport, 
James Tell}pler and Dr. Henry D. Pope, were present to 
hear student concerns about the state of affairs at COM. 

Courtney Johnson, Student Government president, pro
duced the longest discussion when he queried the three 
vice presidents about the lack of minority administrative 
leadership at COM. 

Templer answered that the school had asked for minor
ity leadership from various organizations to no avail. Dr. 
Pope assured Johnson that he already had offered admin
istrative positions to five candidates. Unfortunately, all 
the candidates sought employment elsewhere. Davenport 
finished the discussion saying that attention to a diverse 
leadership is a goal COM has a commitment to. 

Johnson also raised the students'cry for more recre
ational areas in the Student Center. Davenport said that 
although COM was "space poor," there is a long distance 
master plan to consolidate Student Service offices thereby 
freeing up space that is presently unavailable. 

A popular topic of discussion was the school cafeteria. 
Students asked for solutions to the high prices, small quan
tities and low quality of food offered. The vice presidents 
shrugged at the topic, saying they would look into the 
matter, but emphasized that Student Government mem
bers should talk directly to cafeteria management. 

Jenni Fisher, Student Activities Board member, ex
pressed the students' concern about the nighttime light
ing on campus. There were two incidents in September 
and November of last year when female students were 
harrassed or assaulted by unidentified male-assailants. Dr. 
Pope anwered that an improved lighting system had al
ready been worked into the budget and would be improved 
in due time. 

Jennifer Delgado asked about the lack of public phones 
in sections of the TechnicalNocational Building and why 
there were no pay phones on campus. Dr'. Pope anwered 
that there were several free student phones, but they were 
only good for making local calls, and he would look into 
getting more. However, since pay phones don't make any 
money for phone companies, getting one installed is very 
difficult. Dr. Pope did say he wouid look into getting pay 
phones as well. 

This reporter asked about getting an ATM macine on 
campus and was told a deal had already been worked out 
with a local Texas First Bank and the timeline for instal
lation was up to them. 

Yvonne Zeno received the most definite answer of the 
day when she asked about smoking on campus. Smoking 
is restricted on campus and the COM Board of Trustees 
will not change its policy in the forseeable future. 

When the vice presidents unexpectedly asked what 
co~ld be done to jmprove Student Concerns Forum, they 
left the students tongue-tied. 

· Among the students attending were members from Stu
dent Activities Board: Nicole Cotham, president; Emilio 
Vega, vice president; Jenny Long, speaker chairwoman; 
and members Eligio Aguilar and Jenni Fisher. 

Student Government representatives who attended the 
forum were Courtney Johnson, president; Carol Voight, 
vice president of both Student Government and Phi Theta 
Kappa; and Selma Kishwac, Student Government trea
surer and PTK historian. 

The titles for vice president/deans are as follows: Dav
enport vice president/dean of Student Services; Templer, 
vice president/dean of instruction; and Dr. Pope vice presi
dent/dean of College and Financial Services. 



COM_ prepares 
for SACS visit -
By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Self-Study Steer
ing Committee recently gave two-surveys to COM 
students as part of their preparation for a 
reacreditation visit in 2003 from the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools. 

SACS is one of nine accrediting organizations 
around the nation. It has jurisdiction over 11 states 
in the southern and southeastern United States, said 

1 
Kathye Bergin, COM Self-Study director. 

Every 10 years SACS returns to a college to 
perform what is called reaffirmation of accredita
tion, Bergin said. SACS will send a team of 11 
people from different colleges April 14-17, 2003, 
to inspect and review COM's programs and ser
vices, perform interviews around campus and ex
amine certain documentation. If all runs smoothly, 
COM will have its ac;creditation reaffirmed at the 
annual convention in December 2003. 

To make sure COM is meeting the SACS stan
dards when the organization visits, the Self-Study 
committees have already begun the two-year pro
cess of scrutinizing the college and making im
provements where necessary. 

The COM Self-Study is a· group of 15 active 
committees that watch over their respective sec
tions on campus, Bergin explained. 

Each committee is studying different aspects of 
the college and will create a draft that will become 
part of a larger book. After transferring this book 

· to compact disk format, Self-Study will submit it · 
to the SACS team before their arrival in order to 
show that the 416 SACS requirements for all col
leges and schools have been met. 

"Thi~ is all to make the school better," Bergin 
said. "If they (SACS) are making a recommenda
tion, they are saying, 'Lo9k we're seeing a place 
where you can be stronger. We want you to re
spond on how you are going to improve the area." 

The surveys given out to students during the last 
two weeks are an important part of the prepara
tion for SACS. Self-Study team members came to 
various classes and explained to students what 
accredit-ation is, why the surveys are being done 
and why they are so important. 
· Students who took the surveys were wise to take 
their time to answer honestly because surveys play 
an important part in Self-Study. The results will 
be used to direct Self-Study's efforts to get COltf 
reaccredited. 

Students can do even more toward getting COM 
reaccredited. · 

"We're looking for volunteers," Bergin said. 
Students can join any of the committees and offer 
their input in the process. "Students have a point 
of view that no one else can have and offer us feed
back that no one else can provide. Self-Study re
ally needs students for the spring semester, espe
cially in February and March." 

Students will be asked to read small sections of 
the Self-Study reports and look for missed items 
or things they agree or disagree with. She said stu
dents who are members of a committee and are 
unable to attend meetings will be able, with a pass-
word, to view sections online. 

To donate time and give input toward the final 
Self-Study report, call Self-Study Director Bergin, 
Self-Study Co-Chair Greg Johnson, or Self-Study 
Secretary Jane Saldua 'at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll 
free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 671 (Bergin); Ext. 433 
(Johnson); and Ext. 670 (Saldua). 
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PTK initiates peer mentoring, counseling 
• I 

. ByOlAKAREEM 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Sigma Delta Chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa has initiated two new programs to help 
student~ have a successful college career. 

Peer mentoring, the first of the two programs, is a one
on-one relationship between a trained mentor and a stu
dent with a specific need: The peer counseling program 
is a student information service provided by COM stu
dents to help other COM students. 

PTK Vice President Carol Voight introduced the idea, 
but a committee of PTK members and COM administra
tors developed the programs. The focus of the two pro
grams is to assist current students with various problems, 
decrease the dropout rate and help new students adjust to 
college life. 

"The purpose of the ~entoring program is to reach stu
dents and get them the help they need," Voight said. The 
first peer mentoring training held Aug. 14 was set up by 
Pamela Davenport, vice president/dean of Student Ser- -
vices. A counselor handles the peer mentoring training. 

During training, a counselor defines the program for 
the mentor and makes the mentor aware of her limits when 
dealing with students. This is to avoid liability problems. 

Next the·mentor trainee is made aware of issues she 
can deal with on campus and issues she should refer to 
other departments, such as counseling, advisement and 
child care. Once the training has been completed, the 
mentors are paired with students in need ~f help. 

It is not necessary to be a PTK member to become a 
mentor. Any student can schedule a meeting at the Stu

. dent Information Office, located in the Student Center 
on the first floor, in the old Student Government office. 

During the mentoring meeting, students take a 
mentoring survey which asks general questions, such as 
Do you have any prior responsibilities? What time is good 
for you to attend meetings wlren necessary? How often 
are you able to meet with the students you'll be 
mentoring? Students also complete a study skills survey 
that tells the committee what students' strengths and 

weaknesses are. 
If a professor notices a student in need of mentoring he 

can, with the student's permission, nominate that student 
to be mentored. A student also can choose to be mentored. 

"We want the students on campus to know we are here 
to help them with any problems they may have," Voight 
said. "They can call us any time to get exactly w:hat they 
need." Students wanting to give or receive mentoring can 
sign themselves up in the Student Information Office, 
where a peer counselor will be waiting to assist them with 
any questions they may have. 

Mentors are required to keep in contact with the stu
dents they are mentoring on at least a weekly basis and 
report any problems or changes. Mentors are not required 
to spend a specific number of hours with a student. 

The peer counseling program is more of an informa
tion service. The peer counselor's primary job is to help 
COM students with any problems or questions. They can 
direct them to the correct adviser or counselor either over 
the phone or in person. They also make sure all student 
information and events are up to date. 

To get started as a peer counselor, a student must watch 
a two-hour video that outlines all the students services 
available on campus. Then Selma Kishwar, PTK histo
rian, will explain the responsibilities of a counselor while 
in the Student Information Office. Peer counseling hours 
will be posted on the door of the Student Information 
Office. Peer counseling is available any time in the Stu
dent Information Office. No .appointment is necessary. 

Voight said there are 15 mentors and seven student coun
selors. Six students have signed themselves up to receive 
mentoring an~ two were recommended by professors. 

The peer mentoring and founseling programs were for
mulated by 15 PTK members and the following COM 
personnel: Mary Ochoa; Davenport; James Shippy, assis
tant dean of Students Services; and the PTK advisers, math 
professors Leslie Richardson and Cindy Lucas. 

For more information about the mentoring or counsel
ing program, contact Richardson or Lucas at ( 409) 938-
1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, respectively Ext. 329, 
Ext. 326. 

Betancourt involves class in discussion 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Staff Reporter 

Government, a required course for most degree plans, 
also is one of the most dreaded classes. But since stu
dents must take government, they should get a professor 
who is a firm believer in government and passionate about 
what she teaches. Michele Betancourt, formerly Gagnier, 
teaches government with more enthusiasm than most. 

Betancourt, born and raised in Manhattan Beach, Ca
lif., became a transfer student at 17 and lived for one year 
in Ireland. She received her bachelor's degree in both po
litical science and French literature from California State 
UniversU)' in Long Beach before moving to Houston to 
work on her master's degree and doctorate at the Univer
sity of Houston, central campus, one of only three schools 
that taught the political science curriculums of quantative . 
methods, political economy and American political be
havior that she was interested in. 

After graduating from UH, Betancourt went to work 
for the U.S. State Department for one year, then began 
teaching college at the age of 23 at Harris and Montgom
ery County Community College_ in Conroe and Houston 
Community College before coming to College of the 
Mainland in September 1997. 

Betancourt tries to involve her students in class discus
sions and believes "students will rise to the expectation 
level of the class." 

Like most social science professors she is critical of 
the media and their exploitation of the issues. She is an 
advocate for the Texas Coalition to Abolish the Death 
Penalty, not because of "the cruel and unusual punish
ment aspect," Betancourt said, but· because she believes 
"it is not fairly.applied to all people." 

Betancourt's classes are interesting and interactive. Any 
student who wants a real lesson in political science should 
sit in on one of her classes or sign up for one of her courses. 
Students can be certain she will try to get them into a 
habit of critical thinking. "Don't be a sheep," Betancourt 
tells her classes, "always think for yourself." 

She also is a child advocate for al;msed childr~n and a 
sign language interpreter. Betancourt is a second-degree 
black belt in Kung Fu and teaches Tai Chi. Her hobbies 
include swimming, reading and golfing. 

Michele Betancourt, COM government professor, re
_laxes on the sofa in the social sciences suite after 
teaching several classes. When not teaching 
Betancourt enjoys swimming, reading and golfing with 
her new husband. · (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 
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Halloween history haunts headlines 
By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

A dictionary definition of Halloween would say some
thing about Oct. 31, costumes, trick-or-treating and jack
o-lantems. Could you define it any better? 

The United States has taken ancient Irish, Scottish, Ro
man and English traditions and celebrations, and mixed 
them all together until we got the big, bubbling, scary 
brew of a celebration we have today. 

It all started with the Celts who inhabited the British 
Isles and northern. France. The onset of autumn brought 
with it Samhain (pronounced sew-ween), a festival that . . 
marked the end of summer and the start~f preparations 
for the winter. Since by the end of summer food was grow
ing scarce and plants began to die, the Celtic Lord of the 
Dead, Anwinn, was honored. 

Summer's end was considered a magical time of the 
year because the veil between this world and the spirit 
world was believed to be at its thinnest. The living could 
communic~te with loved ones who had passed away, and 
the dead could and would return to eart~. To prevent these 
spirits from recognizing them and taking over their bod
ies, people would dress up in scary costumes and masks. 

Celts also believed that fairies were busy as bees, fly
ing around tricking the people who had stolen their land. 

By the year of our Lord 43 A.O. the Romans had in
vaded and conquered the Celts and combined Samhain 
with their celebration of Feralia, honoring the dead, a 
celebration for Pomona, goddess of frui&oand trees. 

The Roman Catholic Church felt it could not control 
the people who had a celebration focused on magic and 
spirits, so in the 800s Pope Boniface IV tried to change 
the celebration into a religious one. Nov. 1 became All 
Saints Day, a day to celebrate saints who did not have a 
special day of their own. Oct. J 1 was designated All Hal
lows' Eve meaning "hallowed" or "holy" evening. This 
made everyone happy as the church-got its hallowed night 
recognized, and the people got to hold onto their spook 
fest. Over the years the English language has evolved All 
Hallows' Eve into the word we use today, Halloween. 

Halloween is celebrated differently in other countries. 
In Ireland and Scotland, children don't go trick-or~treat
ing for candy. ln~tead, packs of the wee moppets go 
around singing rhymes to their neighbors. This is called 

ghising or galoshin. They also watch out for cats on this 
night, considering black ones to be good luck and white 
ones to be bad luck ... weirdos. 

A traditional Halloween dish of whipped cream and 
oatmeal called faraug is eaten in Britain, Ireland, Nova 
Scotia and Canada. 

In Mexico Halloween is El Dia de los Muertos. All 
Souls' Day on Nov. 2 is commemorated with a three-day 
celebration that kicks off Oct. 31. Many families honor 
their deceased members by placing food and the loved 
ones' favorite personal items on altars called ofrendas. 

In the United States we have a few traditions of our 
own, like carvingjack-o-lantems, dressing up in costumes 
and trick-or-treating. 

The jack-o-lantems originated w_hen Celtic fathers and 
sons used to round up and carve out a suitable turnip. They 
placed a lighted candle inside to illuminate the carved face. 

-These kept away the Stingy Jack of Irish lore for whom 
the jack-o-lantern is named. When Irish immigrants ar
rived in the United States they found turnips in short sup
ply, but they soon forgot about the turnip when they got 
their hands on the larger, more carvable native American 
pumpkin. And the rest is history. 

When the Celts first started Samhain, they would go 
door-to-door begging.for food in order to hold a commu
nity feast. Later on the English left candy treats outside 
their doors to prevent evil spirits from haunting their 
houses. The Irish arrived on America's shore with this tra
dition, and it has since been transformed into an opportu-
nity for children to trick-or-treat for candy. . 

However, Halloween has not always been a night of 
happy little ghouls and goblins skipping around begging 
for candy. It used to have the nickname "Mischief Night." 
It was a night for jokers to play pranks on stingy neigh
bors and dare their dumb little buddies to perform silly, 
vulgar, even dangerous stunts, lik~ a night-long episode 
of MTV's Jackass. Mischief Night antics included shear
ing goats, switching road signs, knocking on doors then 
running away (death knocks) and the evil prank of push
ing over an occupied outhouse. 

Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and various neigborhood orga
nizations have tried to change this night into one of com
munity togetherness and harmless tradifions. Eventually 
good manner~ prevailed, evolved and changed Oct. 31 into 
a.night of reasonable sanity and goodwill. 

COM Human Resources generalists Alice Whistler (left) and Jennifer Johnson hand out trick-or-treat goodies of 
candy and stickers to.the chiidren from the Child Development Lab on Oct. 31. The children dressed in Hallqw
een costumes trick-or-treated around campus receiving goodies from the different departments. This has been 
an ongoing tr~dition for the past several years. (Photo by Kristy Robertsl 

. . 

Thanksgiving Day 
has new m~aning 

Thanksgiving Day will be different this year 
for many Americans. We will celebrate Thanks
giving Day, Nov. 22, with family, friends, loved 
ones, parades, football games and a huge turkey 
feast. But the light-hearted mood of the occasion 
may be replaced with more somber sentiments 
in light of the tragedy of Sept. 11, the clean-up 
and recovery efforts in New York City, subse
quent attacks of bioterrorism and the ongoing 
war in-Afghanistan. 

As.children we learned about the "First 
Thanksgiving." School plays depict a peaceful 
celebration between Pilgrims and Indians. 
However, picturing Pilgrims and Indians 
observing Thanksgiving together did not 
become a tradition until after 1900 when the 
Indian wars were well in the past. 

Thanksgiving Day also has undergone several 
date changes since its formal inception. 

The first Thanksgiving proclamation signed in 
Charlestown, Mass., in 1676 declared June 29 as 
Thanksgiving Day. Additional date changes 
were made by the Continental Congress in 1782. 
George Washington signed a proclamation to 
change the date to coincide with the signing of 
the new Constitution. A proclamation signed by 
Abraham Lincoln in 1863 set forth the last 
Thursday of November. 

In 1939 Franklin Roosevelt advanced the date 
by one week for commercialism purposes, 
thereby giving merchants more time to prepare 
for a Christmas shopping rush. Since then we 
have traditionally celebrated Thanksgiving the 
fourth Thursday of each November. 

Even though the celebration date has changed 
several times since our forefathers' first "harvest 
celebration" in 1621, the reasons for the 
tradition remain everlasting. 

This Thanksgiving Americans will gather for 
dinner at times that do not interfere with football 
games. Family, friends and loved ones will say 
prayers of thanks for a huge feast, devour it 
happily, then be extremely miserable afterwar~s. 

For most Americans, many things will be dif
ferent this Thanksgiving morning. This year, we 
know what it feels like to have fewer freedoms, 
far fewer than in previous years. On this holiday, 
we Americans know what it is like to feel less 
secure in our country. However, we now have a 
renewed sense of nationalism and patriotism not 
experienced in this country since America entered 
World War II. 

On Nov. 22, as millions of Americans, young 
and old, gather in front of televisions to watch an 
American tradition, the Macy's Thanksgiving Day 
Parade, that renewed sense of patriotism will be 

,strongly felt. The parade will go on as it .always 
has since 1926. Only during World War II was 
the parade canceled due to lack of funds and na
tional security reasons. 

This year will be different. The world-renowned 
parade wm march on without two of America's 
greatest landmarks in the background, the Twin 
Towers of the World Trade Center. 



Red Ribbon Week 
observed at COM 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Many students may remember seeing the red ribbons 
the Student Government tied to trees and iight posts around 
the College of the Mainland campus Oct. 23-31. 

Red Ribbon Week was founded by the National Family 
Partnership in 1988 to teach children the dangers of drug 
and alcohol abuse. Since that time, the organization has 
reached millions of children. 

Here in Texas, the Texas Commission on Alcohol a~d 
Drug Abuse began ensuring the continuation of Red Rib
bon Week by committing resources to the campaign 
against drug and alcohol abuse. 

Red Ribbon Week began by honoring a young man, 
Enrique "Kiki" Camarena, who moved to the United States 
from a barrio in Mexico when he was 9 years old. 

According to Red Ribbon Works, an online organiza
tion, Camarena spent his first few years in the United 
States working in orchards with his family, dreaming of 
going to school. 

Once Camarena was able to attend public schools, he 
flourished. In high school he was on the football and bas
ketball teams, yearbook.and was voted "Best All Around 
Senior." 

After graduation, he worked his way through college 
and earned a degree in criminal justice. He went on to 
serve in the Marine Corps and worked as a firefighter and 
then as a police officer. Camarena began seeing the trouble 
his friends were getting into with drugs and, decided to 
join the Drug Enforcement Agency. 

His family knew of the dangers involved in the job and 
tried to convince him to change his mind. But Camarena 

'SAB Rocks' with 
music, cash, foo~ 
BYTARALAND 
Staff Reporter 

Music, pumpkins and cash played a big part in 
the College of the Mainland Halloween Karaoke 

· Party held Oct. 30 during College Hour. 
Two contests were held with various prizes. 
The first contest was the Karaoke contest. The 

crowd heard a variety of songs from country
western to the Beatles. 

Ryan Johns and Jenna Contenta judged the 
contest. The first place winner, Crystal Robinson 
who sang Fancy, took home a $10 bill. Second • 
and third place winners, Dat Nguyen who sang 
Angels of Harlem, and Brad Smith who sang At 
This Moment, took home $5 bills. All other con
testants took home small pumpkins full of candy. 

While audience members were serenaded and 
enjoyed their barbecue baked potatoes, three 
teams worked quickly to carve pumpkins into a 
spider, a traditional jack-o-lantern and the say
ing of "SAB Rocks." 

At first there was tie between the SAB Rocks 
pumpkin and the jack-o-lantern, but the audience, 
asked to clap for each, gave the most applause 
for the jack-o-lantern, created by Rina Andrade, 
Myra Sanchez jind Maria Perez. They took home 
the first place prize, a bucket full of candy. 

Ericka Blackburn and Joe Austin took home 
small pumpkins full of candy as second place 
winners for the SAB Rocks pumpkin. Although 
the spider was a creative idea, the pumpkin carv
ers did not have enough time to finish. They, how
ever, were given some candy to take home for . 
their efforts and good attitudes. 
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Pumpkin carving contest 2nd place winners Joe Austin and Ericka Blackburn show off their "SAB Rocks" pumpkin 
creation. First place winners Myra Sanchez and Maria Perez show off their traditional jack-o-lantern at the 

• Halloween Karaoke Party held Oct. 30. See "SAB Rocks" on bottom left of page. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

told his mother, "No. Even if I am only one person, I can 
make a difference." 

He began working undercover in Mexico gathering in
formation and evidence against a major drug cartel, be
lieved to have members from the Mexican army, police 
and government. On the fateful day of Feb. 7, 1985, the 
37-year-old Camarena left his office to have lunch with 
his wife. Five men appeared at his side and shoved him 

into a car. A month later his tortured body was found bur
ied in a shallow grave in Mexico. 

Camarena's family and friends began wearing red rib
bons in honor of his fight against drugs. As his story spread, 
parents began to form organizations using Camarena as 
their model, embracing his belief that one person .can make 
a difference. Organizations also adopted the family's sym
bol of Camarena's life, the red ribbo_n. 

Author inspires positive self-concept 
By DAROLYN D. MANGUM 
Staff Reporter 

Iyanla Vanzant is a spiritual person who really has a 
great self-concept. Vanzant has written many books that 
are instrumental to women's self-esteem. In her article, 
"The Gift," which was published in the January 2000 is
sue of Essence magazine, Vanzant discusses obstacles she 
has faced and overcome by believing in herself and not 
relying on the opinion of others. Vanzant ·rose above be
ing sexually abused as a child, battered as a wife and hos
pitalized for suicide attempts. 

Since we are not born with a·self-concept, we develop 
a self-concept by the way we believe others see us. Vanzant 
has a powerful message of how to value life and what life 
,means to her. The struggles she has faced could have had 
a greater negative impact on her life, but instead she fo-
cu!)ed on the positives in her life. 1 

In her pictures, Vanzant's face looks peaceful. She said 
her life is at peace because ~he had high expectations for 
her life and did not give up. 

In developing a self-concept, we have to deal with in
fluences that affect our identity, such as culture, ethnicity 
and gender. If we are not sure of who we are, we have a • 
hard time having a self-concept. Vanzant said it is im
perative to set goals and achieve them on O[!e's own in 

order to understand self-discipline. She also speaks of how 
culture has a big influence on how we see ourselves. If 
we are always put down or criticized, we think that we 
are not important. 

Vanzant writes about how hard it is for some African 
Americans to rise above their obstacles because of low or 
no self-concept. Many of the topics Vanzant discusses in 
her speeches and her books are about self-discovery. 

The concepts Vanzant speaks of are significant to me 
because I have tried some of the exercises in her books. I 
have realized that life is what one makes of it, so if one 
lives life thinking every outcome of every situation will 
be negative, then it will be. There have been times in my 
life that I would not have been able to help someone real
ize how important or special she was if I had not been in 
touch with myself. 

As a parent and a teacher, I am happy that I know who 
I am because I have to be prepared to offer positive inspi
ration to students with low self-esteem. If positive people 
would share a positive word or concept with someone who 
has low self-esteem, the people with low self-esteem 
would gain a new outlook on life. I also realize that until 
we say to ourselves that we·will search the depths of our · 
souls for our true selves, dealing with everyday life will 
be a constant battle because we-will live our lives search
ing for something that already is within ourselves. 

Dr. Turner, poet, art theorist to lecture Nov. 26 
A reception was held for the opening of the Faculty 

Exhibit Nov. 1 in the College of the Mainland Art Gal
lery. The exhibit which closes Dec. 5, features nine art
ists paintings, photography and ceramics. 

In conjunction with the Faculty Exhibit, Dr. Frederick 
Turner, a poet, art theorist and Shakespearean expert, will 
give his lecture, What is Beauty; Nov. 26, at 3:30 p.m. in 
the Fine Arts Building Recital Hall, Room F-117. 

Dr. Turner, has a doctorate in English language and lit
erature. He has· appeared on Discovery Channel's science 

documentary "Understanding Beauty" and is prese!}tly 
Founders Professor of Arts and Humanities at the Univer
sity of Texas at Dallas. 

Dr. Turner's lecture will last approximately one hour 
and anyone interested in art and its beauty should con
sider being part of the audience. Dr. Turner's lecture will 
include a question and answer sessi<im. 

For more information contact COM Art Gallery Direc
tor Janet Hassinger at ( 409) 93&-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 354. 

... 
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Campus Life 

Disc jockey Chuck Myers whispers to Erin Qualls the charade she will need to act out at the- Student Apprecia
tion Day with 94.5 the BUZZ, sponsored by the Student Activities Board. Winners received Parrot Ice T-shirts, 
compact discs, along with many other promotional items. (Photo by Tara Land) 

Student Appreciation Day with BUZZ 
By TARA LAND 
Staff Reporter 

Free T-shirts, free compact discs, free koozies, free Si
erra Mist drinks and, of course, free food. What do these 
things have in common? College Hour with the BUZZ. 

The radio station, 94.5 the BUZZ, was supposed to come . 
to College of the Mainland Sept. 11, but because of the 
tragic events in New York City and Washington, D.C., 
the Welcome Kickoff was postponed. The BUZZ could 
not come on the rescheduled kickoff date, Sept. 20, so 
Maryann Urick, Student Activities Board sponsor, and 
Janice Vitale, account manager for the BUZZ, chose Oct. 
9 as a day to have the BUZZ come to honor students on 
Student Appreciation Day. 

Student Appreciation Day is an event the SAB came up 
with."We need to appreciate our students," Urick said, 
"and this is a chance we had without celebrating ·anything 
else." Student Appreciation Day will be celebrated peri-
odically, whenever the SAB feels it is needed. ·· 

Money for college students usually is tight so any time 
something is offered for free, college students show up. 
And many came during College Hour to listen to music, 
eat free food, and get a free Campus Trial Pak filled with 
necessities, such as soap and deodorant. Paks are designed 

for either males or females. 
Student Matt Duncan received a free college Campus 

Trial Pak and a Parrot Ice T-shirt, along with his free lunch. 
The BUZZ gave out many promotional items, such as · 
Parrot Ice shirts and compact discs. Parrot Ice is sold in 
most convenience stores. Duncan pointed out, "What I 
like about these things the college throws are free food, 
free deodorant, free soap and free Internet access." 

Student Jennifer Gower said, "College is a whole new 
experience from high school, and in order for that transi
tion to be easy, the college must do something for the 
students." Things, such as the Welcome Kickoff, the Hal
loween Karoke party and Student Appreciation Day make 
that transition from high school to college much easier. . 

A T-shirt with 94.5 the BUZZ was the prize for anyone _ 
who wanted to act like a fool. The BUZZ played several 

. games from Who can answer this question? to What guy 
can bring me a pair of fingernail clippers? to Charades in 
order for students to win those shirts. 

COM Amigos members sold $10 flags for cars, reserv
ing $2 of the money to donate to the American Red Cross 
to help the workers and families in New York City. 

From the student who was a die-hard BUZZ fan to the 
1>1udent who was looking for a free lunch, this event at
tracted 150 to 200 students thanks to the BUZZ and SAB. 

Student Goverment election results are in 
By ROY DIXON 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Government held 
the 2001-2002 student body elections at the end of Sep
tember. 

The students have spoken, and the student government 
president for the new school year is Courtney Johnson. 
The remaining positions were filled as follows: Carol 
Voight, vice president; Selma Kishwar, treasurer; Tara 
Land, secretary; Theresea Boston, parliamentarian; and 
Jennifer Russo, night school representative. College Sen- . 
ate representatives are Amy Olfers, Clifford Brown and 
Cori Brodbeck. 

This year's election had one of the best voter turnouts 
in recent years with 128 students voting ~ompared to last 
year's 103. "More people came out than expected," said 
James Shippy, Student Government adviser. The Student 
Government's main focus is students and what they think 
should be done on campus. 

One of the many problems Student Government will 
be addressing is the lighting situation throughout the cam
pus. Many students have complained about how dark it 
is at night walking to their cars. "It's too dark for me on 

_ campus at night when I leave the library," Johnson said. 
"I'rµ scared, too." 

Johnson said the issues he wants to bring to the atten
tion of COM officials are lowering prices in the cafeteria, 
having more student facilities to benefit students in the 
Student Center and m~re minority administrative posi
tions to aid the growing minority student population. 

School organizations wanting to know what Student 
Government is doing, should send a student representive 
to the meetings. The next meeting will be held Thursday 
Nov. 29, on the second floor of the COM Student Centtr 
during College Hour. Met:tings are normally held every 
other Thursday. 

For more information about Student Government con
tact Shippy at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free .1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 413-. 

Student Activities 
Board wants YOU 
By DAROLYN D. MANGUM 
Staff Reporter 

Many people attend College of the Mainland, but with 
busy schedules, jobs and classes, it's impossible to know 
everyone. If you have concerns regarding educational, rec
reational, social, cultural and entertainment programs, five 
people who attend COM are worth knowing. These people 
are the 2000-2001 officers of the COM Student Activi
ties Board: Nicole Cothran, president; Emilio Vega, vice 
president; Mary Monroe, secretary; Byron Hambrick, trea
surer; and Zack Winn, historian 

According to the by-laws;the primary function of SAB 
is to plan, develop and conduct educational, recreational, 
social, cultural and entertainment programs for the col
lege community. It is an opportunity for students to de
velo,r leadership skills, learn to orga~ize and present spe
cial events, decide how student fees are spent, meet more 
people and acquire additional experience which is ben
eficial on a resume. 

Any student enrolled in credit courses at COM may 
become a member of the SAB. Officers are elected each 
November to serve a year's term. The elected officers' 
terms run from the time of the elections until the end of 
the fall semester. The officers of the previous year work 
with the incoming officers until Jan.1 when they retire. 
The officers are elected by a majority of the participating 
members. To be eligible to vote a member must have at
tended at least two previous SAB meetings. 

Meetings for SAB are held on Tuesdays during Col
lege Hour in the Gym, Room P-110, unless an activity, 
such as the blood drive is planned. Upcoming events in
clude the Veterans Day program cosponsored, with the 
Students for Christ, Nov 8; Sex and Consequences held 
at College Hour, Nov. 8 in the LRC Auditorium, L-131. 
the Multicultural Luncheon Nov. 15 during College·Hour; 
and a discount Book Fair Nov. 20 in the TechnicalNoca
tional Building. 

Another benefit for SAB members is a scholarship fund 
for active members. The scholarships go to the five most 
involved members: $200 scholarships to two niembers 
who have devoted the most time to SAB events. Three 
$100 scholarships to the members with the ne~t highest 
amount of time spent on SAB events. The purpose of the 
scholarships is to reward the five students for time they 
donated toward the successful completion of SAB events 
and as an incentive to get students to join SAB. 

For more information call Maryann Urick, coordinator 
of Recreational Programs and Student Activities, at ( 409) 
93,8-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

Honoring cultures 
All students, faculty and staff are invited to the _ 

MulticulturalLuncheon to h'onor the different cul
tures represented on the College of the Mainland 
campus. 

The luncheon is set for Thursday, Nov. 15, at 
12:30 p.m. in the Sun Room df the Student Cen
ter. 

To participate in the luncheon, each person must 
bring a covered dish from his or her culture. 

International students need not bring a dish. 
The Student Activities Board, Phi Theta Kappa 

and the Organization of African American Cul
ture are hosting this event. 

For more information contact, Maryann Urick, 
coordinator of Recreational Programs and Stu
dent Activities, at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free at 1 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 



Pine Forest project 
finished after 2 years 
Continued from Page 1 
ity families, elderly or disabled," Hernandez said. The front 
desk receptionist for the apartments, Anna Torres, was 
behin1 in her rent, "so instead of putting her out on the 
streets, we gave her a job," Henandez said. "It was a good 
situation for both of us." Most of the people who are em
ployed by the apartments also are current residents. "That 
says a lot about our project," Hernandez said. 

With the Pine Forest project almost finished, after two 
years of renovations, the Hernandezes have started to pur
chase single family h1,1mes in the Galveston County area. 
They hope to turn renters at Pine Forest into home own
ers. The couple will sell to people who have been current 
tenants at Pine Forest for at least two years. "We do busi
ness on trust, and we trust our faithful renters," Hernandez 
said. "No credit check, no money down, worst case we 
get the house back." In addition, the Hernandezes will be 
using the community club house of Pine Forest as a class
room to teach English to their Spanish speaking tenants. 

Hernandez also is the curren.t chairman of the Dickinson 
Citizens Police Academy Alumni Association. The alumni 
association is currently involved in raising fulids for Crimi- -
nal Justice· scholarships for area colleges, which he hopes 
will benefit some of the tenants at Pine Forest. He also 
works with the Hispanic Organization for Learning Ad
vancement at COM, also known as HOLA, in soliciting 
funds to establish a scholarship. 

Other nominees for the Estrella Award this year were 
Larry Edrozo, a local attorney in Texas City, Albert Garcia, 
a military retiree and former COM student, and Hilda 
Torres an instructor for the Mexican Fo(klorico Ballet of
fered by the Continuing Education department at COM. 
All are outstanding leaders in the Hispanic community. 

Former recipients of the award include last year's win
ner Jaime Jimenez, a retired teacher and former school 
administrator for the Texas City Independent School Dis
trict The 1999 winner, Eustorgio "Roy" R. Davila, is a 
member of the COM Board of Trustees. 

25th annual fall fun run 
• College of the Mainland will hold its 25th annual Texas 

Turkey Trot Fun Run and Walk Nov. 17. Proceeds from 
the event will go toward scholarships. 

The Turkey Trot is open to all ages and ability levels. 
The first race will start at 8 a.m. for children ages 10 

and under doing a 1/4 mile trot. The entry fee is $9. All 
trotters will receive a certificate for participating. Chil
dren will be supervised while their parents compete in the 
longer events. 

Older participants will begin their events at 8:15 a.m., 
which includes one-, three- and six-mile runs. The entry 
fee is for these races is $15. 

Awards will be given•to the first and second place male 
and female winners in each race and to the first place win- • 
ner in each age group. · 

All finishers will be given T-shirts and a chance in a 
d,rawing held for various other prizes, including a one night 
stay in a cottage for two at the Columbia Lakes Country 
Club, Bloomin' Onions from the Outback Steakhouse and 
Reebok Gift Certificates. 

The sign-up deadline is Friday, Nov. 9. Entry forms can 
be mailed to College of the Mainland Recreational Pro
gram, 1200 AmbumRoad, Texas City, TX 77591. . 

For more information call Mary Ann Urick, coordina
tor of Recreational Programs and ~udent Activities at 
( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

Play will run through Nov. 18 
Continued from Page 1 
play: The man in black, who fades in at the end of the 
scenes but disappears as mysteriously as he appears. 

Requiem for a Heavyweight will play through Nov. 18. 
For more information or to reserve tickets, contact the 

Arena Theatre at ( 409) 938:121i or toll free 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 345. 
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The COM softball team took first.place at the GCIC Sports Day Oct. 18. Team members are (front row, from 
left) Naomi Grimaldo, Jennie Fisher; (back row, from left) Carry Cox, Vito Sarate, Michele Mejia, Adam 
Files, Faron Samford, Danny Noah, Chris Barkmann and Chris Azkley. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Advice on how to retire as a millionaire 

Travis 
Croft 

Would you like to retire as ·a millionaire? 
The following is not a get rich quick scheme. What I 

am advocating is using the power of compounding 
interest in your favor, that is investing in the market. 
The higher the interest rate you find the faster your 
money will grow. 

A quick way to see how long your money will take to 
double is to take 72 and divide that by your interest rate. 
Test this with the interest from your average savings 
account, say 5 percent subtract 3 percent for inflation 
and it will take 36 years to double. That means it will 
take 36 years to make $500 become $1,000. Put $500 
into the stock market at a 15 percent return minus 3 
percent inflation, and it only takes 5.5 years to reacp 
$1,000. As you can see, saving in the bank is a waste or 
money. It takes less than 40 years to create millions with 
$10,000. You can create this kind of money in five years 
by saving $166 per month. So start now so you can quit 
working early. 

There are three basic ways of investing in the stock 
market. • 

My favorite is online trading. The advantage of this 
route is total control of your trading a~d the costs are 
minimal. The down side is when thing~ go bad, it is 
your doing. 

The other two options are mutual funds or to use· a 
stockbroker. Both have good and bad points, but in 
general they are both more costly than online trading but 
tend to be no safer. 

The government has made our lives complicated with 
taxes. If you put your money directly into the stock 
market the government will tax everything you earn. 
This tax is capital gains and is above and beyond your 
standard income tax. 

There are two basic ways to prevent paying capital 
gains tax. One is the Roth IRA the other is the standard 
IRA. Anyone who pays income tax is eligible for this 

wonderful tax shelter. 
The Roth IRA is the investing route I have taken. It is 

well suited for people of low income because.it taxes 
your money before you p11.t iLin at youI present.tax rate. 
When at retirement you take it out, you pay no tax. The 
only reason not to go this route is if you think that you 
are in a,. higher tax bracket than you will be in after 
retirement (probably not a consideration for a student). 

A standard IRA take:t money, puts it into an account 
before taxes, and then it is taxed as incom~ when it is 
taken out. There are limitations on withdrawing the 
money. If you do not follow the rules, you will have a 10 
percent early withdrawal fee. However, when you turn . 
age 59 1/2, you pay no fees no matter what you do with 
your IRA. 

When you first start to invest, it is best to look at 
stocks of companies you know, use and like. Generally, 
if you like them, so will others. While you save money 
to invest, keep an eye on your selected stocks and follow 
the stock market reports on them. See what events cause 
the stock to go up and down, so that when you buy and 
eventually sell, you will have an understanding of the 
companies. 

The best way I have found to buy stocks is to limit 
myself to a couple of stocks I know and have re
searched. Then I watch them and pick a price to which I 
think they will drop on a bad day and set a limit order (A 
limit order is a setting used to fix the price you want to 
buy a stoc;k at). 

Be patient. It can take rime, but it has worked well for 
me and should do well for you. After you get some 
stocks, do not get lazy; continue to carefully follow 
them in the stock reports. Do this so you can sell out 
before the stock goes down. 

When things get bad, don't give up. Learn from your 
mistakes; modify your strategy and move on. Remem
ber, no one ever got rich with~ut taking a few risks. 

In the next issue of InterCOM I will discus how to 
eliminate overly risky stocks. I also will touch on the use 
of small corporations to reduce your income taxes and 
thereby increase your disposable income. 

So have your stocks picked out and ready for groom
ing by the next issue. Otherwise you could be left behind 
with nothing but worthless lottery tickets as your only 
hqpe for the future. 
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What's Happening 

Fine Arts hall packed with jazz fans 
By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Jazz Combo and Jazz En
semble put on a free concert 8 p.m. Oct. 23 in the COM 
Fine Arts Recital Hall. The jam-packed Recital Hall was 
treated to quite a show as both bands and Director Sparky 
Koerner delivered some snazzy live locarjazz. 

First to take the stage was the Jazz Combo. The Combo 
is a-well dressed eight-piece band that lends itself to more 
contemporary jazz. This time around the combo concen
trated on Herbie Hancock's music. They played a dreamy 
"Maiden Voyage," Hancock's offbeat "Watermelon Man," 
and the rhythm-powered "Rocket." 

The crowd really seemed to have a good time. "Thoie 
cats really got down with their solos," Koerner said. 

Between songs Koerner talked to the crowd, explain-
ing the creative challenge facing young musicians to im

· provise after they have learned the the major scales and 
rhythmic ideals. He also talked of a scale called the Dorian 
mode, one of the most important modes in performing 
jazz. 

Combo members include: Shawn Clarke, drums; Josh 
Hayles, synthesizer; Koerner's son Aaron Koerner, trum
pet; Russ Meaux, drums; Allen Oliver, guitar; Latasha 
West, alto saxophone; and Charles Whitney, percussion. 

After a short intermission, the Jazz Ensemble crammed 
themselves onto the stage. The Ensemble is a larger group 
of 19 µmsicians, equipped to play the more traditional 
big-band nightclub-style jazz. The Ensemble played songs 

· by B6b Mintzer, Jerome Kern, Randy Purcell, Mike 
Tomaro, Jeff Jarvis, Shelly Berg and Pete Vollmers. Songs 
included the bossa nova "Yesterday's," a beautiful "Au
gusta Nights" for which Koerner played a solo on his 
tlugelhorn and a heated rendition of"Hot It Up." Ko-erner 
was even seen doing the jitterbug, but luckily for him, 
Inter CO M's slow-fingered photographer/reporter missed 
that shot. 

COM's Jazz Combo and Ensemble, a group of spirited 
musicians performed great live music. Bring a date, a 
party, or just go by yourself to their next performance 8 
p.m. Dec. 4 in the Fine Arts Building. 

The COM Community Concert Band will hold a spe-

· Eric Brooks (on left) and Ken Kirk, split leads on trum
pet in the COM Jazz Ensemble, rehearse for an up
coming performance on Dec. 4 in the Fine Arts Build
ing Recital HaJI, Room F-117. The COM Jazz Ensemble, 
Jazz Combo and COM Community Concert Band are 
directed by Sparky Koerner.(Photo by Michael Smith) 

cial Veterans Day concert at the Rotary Pavillion in Texas 
City 4 p.m. Nov. 11. The concert will feature selections 
including "God Bless America," "Amazing Grace" and 
"Armed Forces Salute." Visit the concert and salute the 
veterans of Aiperica. 

For more information on these and other events con
tact Professor Koerner at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 427. 

COM prepares for .. Veterans Day salute 
By CHRISTINA WEAVER 
Staff Reporter 

The observance of Veterans Day at College of the Main
land will take place on Thursday, Nov. 8, in the Leaming 
Resources Center Library at 12:30 p.m. 

The Pre-Veterans Day celebration, organized by the Stu
dent Activities Board and Students for Christ, will begin 
with a recognition of all veterans by Ralph Holm, presi
dent of the COM Board of Trustees. Then three Students 

· for Christ officers will speak about veterans in the past, 
present and future. Reyas Gonzalez, president, will speak 
about past veterans; Tara Land, Student Government rep
resentative, will speak about present-day veterans; and 
Latasha Breed, vice president, will speak about today's 
service men, our future veterans. 

Other speakers include faculty whose family members 
have eith~r been in a past war or are currently serving our 
country. Jim Higgins, director of COM Planning and Pub
lic Information, also has invited special guest speakers. 
The identity of these guests will be announced at the cel
ebration. 

James Heffel, COM choral director, will entertain with 
a patriotic song and SAB will serve cake and punch. Stu
dents for Christ also will give away door prizes, among 
them patriotic T-shirts. These T-shirts will also be offered 
for sale during the event. 

COM already has paid tribute to a few of its own ·he
roes in a display of pictures in the library. The display, 
placed in front of a giant American flag, contains pictures 

of the sons, daughters and other family members of COM 
staff, who have served or are presently serving in the 
armed forces. This display includes a picture of Frank 
~arbuto's ship and a newspaper from 1914 featuring a 
front-page story about Duke Drewry's father, James A. 
Drewry, a Pearl Harbor survivor. Barbuto works in the 
Adult Education Program and Drewry works in Computer ' 
Services. 

Some of the other pictures include: Sparky Koerner, 
music professor, just out of boot camp; PBX Director 
Peggy Blizzard's son, Adam; Adult Education Speqalist 
Leslie Richard's brothers, Randall and Jeffrey, and her 
grandfather, Austin T. Mallow, aoo library technician 
Holly Anderson's daughter, Sarah Frederick and her son, 
Charles Frederick. The pictures wiJI be on display in the 
library until Nov. 12. 

In 1921 an unknown World War I American soldier 
was laid to rest in Arlington National Cemetery. The burial 
site was dubbed the_ Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. This 
me~orial gesture took place on Nov. 11, giving universal 
recognition to the ending of World War I hostilities at 11 
a.m., Nov. 11, 1918 (the 11th hour of the 11th day .of the 
11th month). 

The day became known as "Armistice Day." Armistice 
· means "a truce." The name w11s made official in a con
gressional session in 1926. Armistice Day became a na
tional holiday 12 years later with the hope that the "war 
to end all wars;, woul~ be just that. After ending the Ko
rean War in 1954, President Eisenhower signed a bill pro
claiming Nov. 11 as Veterans Day. 

People Speak Out 
By InterCOM Editors and Staff 

During the last two months we, as a nation, have 
experienced a heightened sense of apprehension 
and have felt bombarded. by a large amount of 
information that we must digest. In regard to the 
Sept. 11 tragedy and the ongoing crises, InterCOM 
asked, "What do you think about how well the 
media has covered the anthru scare and the con
tinuous war on terrorism?" 

Marcus Willia.ms: It 
is a,big problem. They 
are trying to warn the 
people, bunhey make 
it worse.People are 

· scared now to open the 
mail. We should let it 
all die down some. 

Deborah :Sates: The 
media is not truthful. It 
should give more de
tails. People should be 
more informed. 

Erin Qualls: I dontt 
like all the coverage 
because they make us 

. think that Houston is 
going to be next. The 
coverage is way out of 
hand. 

Kay Cox: It is way 
overdone: _It is really 
stupid to report about 
being on alert and to be 
aware but not to tell us 
why. Then they report: 
go about your life as 
nor\naJ. 

Phillip Bocco: Too lib
eral with information, 
especially about terror
ist activities, They can 
monitor us and know 
what we are doing. The 
press does not exercise 
enough restraint. 

John Racy: It has been • 
covered good. It is bet:, 
ter than not having cov
ered it at all. 

Dr. Mark Sanders; 
The media has been ir
responsible with the in
formation. It has been 
sketchy wjth regards to 
anthrax, but all right on 
the war. 

Billie Morris: The cov
erage is way over-

. blown. If the media is 
going to . scare people, 
they should also give 
the information to back 
it up. . 
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TIPA Award-winner 

Study abroad in sunny Oaxaca, Mexico 
Tech Prep receives 
Excellence Award 

Study abroad students will be met in Oaxaca, 
Mexico, by Zindy Nadab Naranjo, co-director of 
the Study Abroad Program next Summer II. 

By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

Society in Galveston County and the surrounding 
areas is changing as the local Hispanic community's 
population continues to increase. More -and more 
people of Hispanic origin are calling this area home 
and their heritage, language and traditions are becom
ing a part of everyday life. 

Galveston is an obvious harbor for many Mexican 
and South American families because of the city's 

Tanzanian bishop 
tours COM-campus 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

In TanzaI,1ia, located in East Africa, only 8 percent of 
children attend a secondary school and only 1 percent 
actually go to college. Bishop Simon Makundi, bishop of 
the Anglican piocese of Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania 
visited, and toured the College of the Mainland campus 
Nov. 12. He hopes to bring his two daughters here from 
Tanzania so they can continue their education at COM. 

The bishop met with COM President Homer M. 
"Butch" Hayes, Mary Ochoa, director of Enrollm·ent 
Management, and James Shippy, associate dean of Stu
dent Services. He discussed the future education of his 
two daughters and hopefully other Tanzanian students. 

See Makundi Page 11 

history and continuous prosperity. 
College of the Mainland is an obvious school for 

mariy students, and it is teaching students to learn 
and u~erstand the people and language behind this 
change with its comprehensive Hispanic education 
department and with progressive programs such as 
the annual trip to Oaxaca, Mexico. 

After the overwhelming success of the first study 
abroad program to Oaxaca, in which 18 COM stu
dents participated, the Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Team along with the COM Continuing Education 
department have announced that students will have 
the opportunity to take the second annual trip during 
the next Summer II semester. COM is offering sched
ule options of one four-week excursion from July 6 
to Aug. 3, or two two-week excursions. The first trip 
is July 6-20, the second, July 20 to Aug. 3. 

Credit and non-credit students of all ages and oc
cupations are welcome to sign up. Up to 20 spots are 
available for the trip. 

Students will be escorted bv COM 51;ani-,h Pro 
fessor Rafael Naranjo. Waiting to meet the group in 
Oaxaca will be Naranjo's nephew Zindy Nadab 
Naranjo, co-director of the Study Abroad Program 
and a local Oaxacan. Professor Naranjo's intent is to 
help his students understand the culture behind the 
people whose language they are trying to learn. 

"You go to church, you go shopping, you go to 
school and you hear Spanish continuously," Naranjo 
said. "So Spanish is no longer a foreign language, 
but it is a first language for the people we work with, 
live with etc ..... So how can we communicate?" · 

Students stay with preselected Oaxacan families, 
experiencing the daily lives of the households they 
visit. Most of the families speak limited English, mak
ing the trip a sure-fire way for Spanish students to 
concentrate on the language. 

Richard Moke, retired NASA program engineer 

See Students Page 1 o . 

By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Tech Prep department 
earned a round of applause when it was awarded the "Tech 
Prep Excellence Award" for "Outstanding Performance 
in Promoting Tech Prep from 2000-2001" by the Gulf 
Coast Tech Prep Consortium. 

COM was the only college out of the nine awarded the 
Tech Prep award. "It was quite an honor," said Renea 
Campbell, director of the COM K-12 Partnership. 

The conference, The Fall Regional Conference for Gulf 
Coast Education that Works Tech Prep/School-to-Careers 
Conference, was held at the Hobby H*on Nov. 6. 

"Thanks and conwatulations to all of our Tech Prep 
programs for their hard work," Campbell said. • · 

Eight community colleges in addition to COM attended 
the conference along with several area high schools. The 
Deer Park Independent School District also was awarded 
the "Tech Prep Excellence Award" at the conference. The 
other colleges were Alvin Community, Brazosport Com
munity, San Jacinto, Galveston, Lee, Houston. Co~mu
nity, Wharton Community and North Harris Montgom
ery County Community. 

Dan Talley, chairman of the steering committee, pre
sented the award at the COM Board of Trustees meeting 
Nov. 26 to Board of Trustees President Ralph Holm and 
to COM President Dr. Homer M. "Butch" Hayes. 

Tech Prep offers stutly programs to high school stu
dents so they may prepare for a future_ in the technology 
field in careers, such as graphic arts, nursing and com
puter.science. The six-year ( 4+2) plan begins with a four
year high school program, which nqt only prepares stu
dents to attend college, but also supplies them with the 
technical skills for entry-level employment after high 
school and while attending college. 

Students interested in Tech Prep should speak with 
counselors at the middle or high school level, so that a 
graduation plan may be designed. The plan should con-

See Dual Page 11 

J~i;nes S~ippy, COM as~ciate dean of Students Services; Dr. Homer M. "Butch" Hayes, COM president; Anglican 
Bishop Simon Makund1 of Tanzania, Africa; and Mary Ochoa, director of Enrollment Management· discuss the 
future education of the bishop's two daughters. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 
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Cell use in buildings shouldn't be a problem 

It seems as if cell phones have become an integral part 
of life. It's rare that you'll run into a person who doesn't 
have some type of communication device. Although 
intended to seem· luxurious, people of all social strata 
can obtain a cell phone. 

In grades 6-12, cell phones are strictly prohibited by 
the school system, but when students enter college, 
should having.a cell phone on the college campus be an 
issue? To hear a cell phone ringing in class can be 
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distracting, but should their use in college buildings be 
prohibited? The simple answer is "No!': Look at the big 
picture. 

College is a huge step between high school and the 
real world, but the one similarity we expect of college in 
terms of the real world is that we, the students as 
members of the real world, should be treated like adults. 
There should be no absurd restrictions on such a private 
yet public issue. Yes, cell phones make noise and may 
cause a distraction, but there are some students who 
have become so dependent on cell phones that it is 
unimaginable to them to have their cell phones turned 
off or not answered in the buildings. 

Because college students are accepted as adults, they 
should conduct.themselves as such. It is completely 
inappropriate to have a phone ring in class. This causes a 
distraction for teachers and students to get off track. But 
the answer isn't to ban cell phone usage in buildings. 

For all those opposed to allowing cell phones in 
buildings, put yourself in this situation. There is an 
emergency concerning one of your loved ones, but 
because of a cell phone restriction, you are unable to 
answer your phone. This C(?Uld result in a disaster of 
great proportion. 

Most cell phones have a feature that controls the ring 
level of the phone so that only the carrier and maybe the 
people sitting next to him or her can hear it. You may 
ask,. "Don't those people who do hear the low volume 
rings still require the same amount of respect as the 
people who don't hear it?" Of course they do, but a 
small !Jeep or notification of a caller shouldn't knock 
another student off track, unless that ·student wasn't 
listening to the lecture. Some cell phones also come with 
a vibrating feature which is not as distracting. 

When a student gets a call he should quietly get up 
and walk out of class. Some may say when students get 
up and go into the hallway to talk, they are just too loud. 
To that l say too bad! There is no way to eliminah:: all 
noise, whether it is a conversation or otheiwise. Of 
course, the person should have the conversation in a soft 
voice, but people just need to accept that t'here are loud
speaking people in the world. 

Students are expected to come to class and conduct 
themselves as adults. A r~triction on cell phone usage in 
college buildings is as ridiculous and arbitrary as saying 
all students must tuck in their shirts, wear belts, wear flo 
skirts above the knee or tank tops. 

Get real! High school days·are over; that's why it's 
called college. 

Community college· 
great place to start 

I will have fulfilled all the requirements to graduate 
with an associate 's degree by the end of the spring 
semester. However, it would be nice if College of the 
Mainland offered a four-year degree since I have found 
it to be a great learning environment. 

COM opened its doors to students i'n 1966. The · 
college may have started in portable buildings, but the 
education students have received over the years has been 
as good, if not better, than any education they could 
hope to receive at a four-year university. 

In this region, only a private university offers the 
small classes we have here at COM. 

Rice Univesity in Houston is an example of an 
exemplary private university. Rice offers classes which 
are about the same size, or even smaller than the classes 
at COM. But the trade-off is the tuition. Thirteen credit 
hours at COM cost about $235. According to the 2000-
2001 student handbook for Rice, the same 13 credit 
hours will cost almost $13,000. 

Looking for something a little less expensive? Don't 
forget you could always try the public state-funded 
University of Houston, central campus. According to the 
UH.on-line catalog, 13 credit hours will cost only about 
$1,400 (providing you are a resident of Texas). 

UH costs far less than Rice, but it also has an enor
mous student body. According to the online source, UH 
has about 34,000 students compared to CO M's 3,300. 
, I went to UH to pick up a catalog, I found this to be 

no small feat. I tried to follow the university's signage, 
which to say the least was horrible. After wandering 
around the campus for about an hour and asking at least 
20 students for directions, I had to admit defeat. I had to 
rely on online sol!rces for information. I found navigat
ing the Web much easier than navigating the central 
campus of UH. 

So I ask you, what would you rather do? Sit in a 
lecture hall at UH with about 300 students, all striving to 
hear the professor, ·1et alone trying to ask a question? Or 
would you rather attend a community college where you 
probably will not have more than 25 students in a class. 
At COM you have no problem hearing the professor or 

. communicating with him or her, even during the lecture. 
All the·while, keeping in mind, you are paying almost 5 
times more to attend UH than you would COM. 

The professors at COM are generally more than 
willing to help students achieve academic success. Most 
professors at COM offer generous office hours and also 
their telephone and fax numbers or their e-mail ad
.dresses. All of which will be answered and responded to 
by the professor rather than a student aide (a graduate 
student who is an assistant to the professor). 

You also will want to be physically fit if you decide to 
try UH. You will need at least good tennis shoes or 
maybe even a bike. UH is an extremely large campus 
and, according to the UH campus directory, it has more 
than 75 buildings in use during the school day. That is 
quite a bit more than the five buildings that house most 
of the credit courses at COM. 

Of course, Rice is much more compact than UH. Rice 
consists of 60 buildings, with less than one third used 
for credit classes. But for the difference in tuition you 
-could attend COM, receive just as good of an education, 
and spend the additional $12,000 on a personal trainer, 
great work-out clothes and a tanning membership, and 
still have enough money left over for a nice vacation 
after finals. 



Sparkey Koerner, COM music professor, conducts the COM Community Concert Band at the Salute to Veterans 
Nov. 11 at the Rotary Pavilion in Texas City. The band perfqrmed "God Bless America," "Amazing Grace" and 
concluded with John Phil!ips Sousa's patriotic "The March." (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Veterans Day honored by Concert Band 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

The city of Texas City and their Rotary Club sponsored 
a Salute to Veterans Nov. 11 at the Rotary Pavilion in front 
of the Chuck T. Doyle Convention Center in Texas City. 
The salute included musical performances, the recogni
tion of veterans and a ke'ynote address by Galveston 
County Judge Jim Yarbrough. 

The salute began with a brief invocation by Dr. Grayson 
Glass of First Baptist Church in Texas City. Ralph Holm, 
a current member of the College of the Mainland Board 
of Trustee's, led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance 
and in singing the "Star Spangled Banner." 

The event also featured patriotic songs performed by 
the First Baptist Church Celebration Singers, directed by 
Wayne Doyle. Throughout the performance members of 
all branches of the military lined up against the stage so 
that all audience members could recognize them for the 
part they played in sustaining America's freedom. 

Patriotic 'music was provided by the COM Comnmnity 

Concert Band, under the direction of COM music Pro
fessor Sparky Koerner. The band began with a powerful 
rendition of "God Bless America," followed by "Amaz
ing Grace." Under Koerner's direction the band was able 
to recreate the nasal sounds of the Scottish bagpipes for 
"Amazing Grace." 

Koerner said that with the use of oboes, flutes and clari
nets in the upper register (playing the high notes) and the 
tuba sustaining the notes underneath (tbwer, deeper 
sounds) the band is able to virtually duplicate the sound. 

The band also performed "Sing, Sing, Sing," which i~ 
eluded an outstanding drum solo by Bob Adams. The 
COM Community Concert Band concluded that part of 
their performance ·with Jo.tin Phillips Sousa's patriotic 
"The March." 

Judge Yarbrough delivered a moving speech which hit 
home with most veterans. His topic centered on the rec
ognition of veterans every day for their part in protecting 
America, her liberties and freedoms. 

After Judge Yarbrough's speech, th~ band concluded 
their performance with "Stars and Stripes Forever." 

Students allow opportunity to pass by 
By TARA LAND 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Ma.inland is a stepping stone for many 
students. Some are not ready for a four year univer
sity right after high school, so they choose a commu
nity college to prepare them for the major universi
ties. To get the information to students about what they 
must do to transfer to a university, COM hosted the 
annual College Day on Nov. 27 in the Gym. 

"In years before, College Day had a good response," 
stated Tammy Stafford, program director of the Health, 
Physical Education and Recreation Team, "but because 
of the weather (it rained and stormed all day) many 
students did not come out." 

According to Stafford 22 colleges were thereJlur
ing the day, and 42 colleges were there at night. When 
this reporter visited the College Day event at noon, 
only two universities were available. All the. other 
tables looked like no one had ever been there. 

Many universities left because of the poor response 
from students, according to Stafford. "They were not 

going to sit the~e when students sho~ed no interest,!' 
Stafford said. 

"This event was a s~ame to COM and the people 
who put it together. Lucy Rodriguez (senior secre
tary in the Counseling Center) and her staff worked 
really hard to put this yearly event together, and our 
students did not have the respect to com~ out and see 
what they had to offer." 

Despite the staff's disappointment in the low stu
dent turnout at College Day, in the long run "the stu
dents are the ones who are at a disadvantage because 
their work was done for them," Stafford said. "All 
they had to do was come to the Gym and pick up 
information. Now they have to do the leg work to 
find out about the colleges available to tqem." 

When deciding on a university, a student must visit 
many and talk to various advisers to find the best 
school. But since the universities were on campus, 
students would have been spared hours of making 
phone calls and visiting universities. Unfortunately, 
students did not take advantage of the opportunity to 
gather information on the participating universities: 
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Red antiwar leaflets 
stir vivid memories 

.. nt-~ 11 anitl 
< ..... Steph~11~9 

The tragic events of Sept. 11 and the subsequent distri
bution of red leaflets by antiwar protesters outside the Pre
Veteran's Day Salute at College of the Mainland Library 
Nov. 8 have stirred vivid memories of my past students 
and experiences. 

During my first years of teaching, faculty i.n-service days 
were about teachers' legal and moral responsibilities to 
children whose parents could not come to pick them up 
from school in case of a nuclear disaster. We also learned 
how to build and stock a bomb shelter. I shall never for
get the fear on my students' young faces as they asked, 
"when," not "if," we were going to be bombed during the 
Cuban Missile Crisis. 

The controversial red antiwar fliers distributed to people 
attending the Pre-Veterans Day ceremony brought back. 
all the anguish carried by some of my first students at 
COM: the Vietnam veterans. These veterans were fine 
young people who courageously disrupted their lives and 
dreams to answer their country's call to serve in a miser
able, horrific war that the politicians who sent them ·had 
no commitment to win. These soldiers :returned with a 
sense of betrayal that the very America that had sent them 
to war seemed to rebuke and reject tliem for not •:cow
ardly''. running to dodge the draft. These veterans knew 
intimately the tragedies and the human cost of war. They 
brought back nightmares of seeing their buddies or even 
the enemy soldiers being blown to bits or the stench of 
body bags in the sweltering heat lingering for a lifetime. 

As an idealistic young person I visited Red Square, be
hind the Iron Curtain in the Eastern Block countries, the 
Nazi concentration camps at Dachau and Auschwitz, 
burned-out villages and the battle grounds at Verdun, 
France, where the losses were so extensive that the entire 
area was declared a grave. I truly appreciate 'the gift of 
freedom and democracy paid for by American service
men and women. I am humbled at the acres of graves in 
the American cemeteries on the beaches at Normandy and 
Omaha, France; their efforts and lives prevented Hitler's 
troops from coming to our shores. 

The first element in writing a speech or a paper is to 
consider the intended audience for the product. I am at a 
loss to understand the message the antiwar protesters in
tended for their audience: the veterans, their families and 
friends. I hope that these students were thoughtlessly fol
lowing someone'.s suggestion. But is mindless obedience 
not what leads citizens to follow ruthless leaders who cre
ate such inhumanity? 

With our freedom also comes the responsibility to think 
about what we do and say as well as the appropriateness 

· of timing and place. Few Americans are "for" war, but 
the question is what will you do "when" war comes to 
your door? 

Reader. disturbed by cell phones 
Dear Editor, 

We need to address the issue of "cell phone usage 
inside the building." People are getting more and more 
blatant with their answering the phone in the classroom 
and talking loudly in the hall. They clearly are disturbing 
the other students. It is rude and inconsiderate. 

Tracy McLaren, Student Assistant 

Letters to the Editor policy: InterCOM welcomes Letters 
to the Editor. Please make letters brief and to the point. 
Letters should include a name and telephon~ number for 
verification. We reserve the right to edit letters for length, 
grammar, spelling and libelous content. Letters will be 
printed on a space-available basis. · 
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COM English instructor, Bernie Smiley, discusses an assignment with English students during ·class. Smiley 
became an adjunct instructor at COM this fall. In addition to COM, Smiley also teaches English at La Marque High 
Schoor. - (Photo by April Brandon) 

Bernie Smiley dual school instructor 
By DAROLYN MANGUM 
Staff Reporter 

Think of the anxiety you felt while waiting for your 
college professor to enter the room on your first day at
tending college. We typically think of someone, conser
vatively dressed, wire-rimmed glasses and a serious look 
on his or her face. Well, what would you do if your pro
fessor walked in with his shirttail hanging out, boots un
tied, long wavy hair to mid-back and a pointed shaped 
goatee? This description fits Bernie Smiley, an adjunct 
instructor of College of the Mainland as well as at La 
Marque High School. 

Some of Smiley's college students were asked what their 
first impression was when they realized that Smiley was 
their professor. The comments_ were "relaxed" and "re
lieved because he looked laid back." One student said he 
thought Smiley was a student who came in and sat in the 
professor's chair. Obviously, looks can be deceiving be
cause the students mentioned that he is a "hard" teacher, 
who really pushes his students to get the most out of them. 

Smiley's story is quite interesting regarding how he be
came a teacher. He had always thought being a teacher 
would be fun and becoming a teacher was always a pos
sible career choice. He was managing a bar in 
Nacogdoches when a friend called him to ask if he would 
like to come to La Marque High School to teach. The 

administration had fired someone and they needed a re
placement. "I figured I would give it a shot," Smiley said. 
He has been an educator there since 1996. 

Smiley's philosophy of education is people should en
joy learning, it should be fun, but also education should 
have a purpose. 

A graduate of Dickinson High School he grew up in 
Dickinson and earned a bachelor's degree in literature with 
a minor in comparative theology from the University of 
St. Thomas in Houston. He has two master's degrees from 
Stephen F. Austin State University in Nacogdoches. The 
first is in English and the second in education in curricu
lum and instij,lction. Currently, he is working on a doctor
ate in curriculum and education at Texas Southern Uni
versity in Houston. 

In addition to working at La Marque High School and 
at COM, Smiley also works part-time on the weekends. 
When Smiley relaxes he loves to travel. He has been all 
over Europe, Mexico, Australia, Peru and many other 
places and di~ part of his undergraduate study in England. 

Smiley has listened to opera since his childhood. His 
family had season tickets, so there is a special place in his 
heart for Verdi, Puccini, Mozart and other masters. Al
though he loyes opera, he also is a huge fan of the "old 
crooners," such as Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin and Tony 
Bennett. "I saw Sinatra in concert before he died, and my 
11-year-old daughter's first concert was Tony Bennett." 

8-day celebration different from Christmas · 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

Hanukkah began Sunday Dec. 9 at sundown and will 
continue until Dec. 17. It is the 

I Jewish celebration of the re
dedication of the second 
temple,in Jerusalem and is not 
observed by Christians. 

During the persecution of the 
Jews by Emperor Antiochus, 
the second temple was d~filed. 
In 165 B.C. the Maccabean re-

volt freed the Jews and the temple from Syro-Grecian 
control. After the temple was recovered it needed to 
be rededicated. 

The rededication ceremony required the use of 
lamps. The lamps were supposed to bum for eight days. 
But after the defilement of the temple only enough oil 
was left to bum for one day. 

The legend, or perhaps the miracle, of the oil is that 
although only one day of oil was left to bum, the oil 
lasted for the entire eight days. Therefore, Hanukkah 
i~ celebrated for ~ight days. According to Rabbi Eric 
A. Silver at www.AskaRabbiWeb@aol.com, the story 
about the oil, however, does not appear until some 
600 years after the war and represents an attempt to 
downplay the military side of things in favor of a theo
logical explanation. 

During the eight days of Hanukkah children receive 
one gift each day, but Rabbi Silver explained, the pre
sents are "syncretistic" (a combination of different 
beliefs) and have no legitimate Jewish function. 

Although Jews celebrate Hanukkah in a religious 
manner, the same as Christians celebrate Christmas 
and both are simple memorials, Hanukkah does not 
match the religious importance of Christmas. 

Hanukkah is a minor holiday to Jews and gained 
its popularity due more to its timing ( coinciding with 
Christmas) than any religious significance. 

Texas offers insurance 
for low-income families 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Did you know that according to a census published by 
the Texas Medical Association approximately 1.5 million 
children were uninsured in Texas as of Feb. 22, 1999? 

TexCare Partnership offers two programs to insure chil
dren. Children's H_ealth Insurance Program or CHIP is 
designed for families whose income is too high for Med
icaid, but still too low to afford private health care. 

To qualify for CHIP, the child must be a Texas resident 
and a U.S. citizen or a legal permanent resident. The citi
zenship/immigration status of the parents is irrelevant and 
not questioned on the application. The child also must be 
under 19, have been uninsured for 90 days and be living 
in a family that meets CHIP income requirements. 

Although CHIP requires a child to have been uninsured 
for 90 days, several exceptions can be made in consider
ing waiving the waiting period. Good cause exceptions 
include termination of a parent's employment, COB.RA 
coverage ended, change in marital status, the cost of a 
child's health insurance being more than 10 percent of 
the family's net income or loss of Medicaid coverage. 

Enrollment in CHIP covers only 12 months; then the 
child must be re-enrolled. 

CHIP also bases eligibility on the family's income. The 
income eligibility also varies with the age of the child; 
however, maximum and minimum incomes are set. If the 
family falls below the minimum income level, that fam
.ily must first apply for Medicaid. For the inco~e limits, 
see the chart below. 

If the income is higher than the maximum limit, the 
family may still qualify if they have expenses for child 
care, or an elderly or disabled adult, or must pay alimony 
or child support, or have work-related expenses. 

Depending on the income level, monthly premiums and 
co-payments for CHIP must be paid by the family. 

For families in the 100 to 150 percent (50 percent above 
the poverty level) of the Federal Poverty Level, instead . 
of a monthly premium, a $15 annual enrollment fee is 
required. Co-payments for this bracket are as follows: an 
office visit is $2; an emergency room visit, $5; generic 
prescriptions, $1; and brand name prescriptions, $2. 

For families in the 150 to 185 percent (50-85 percent 
above the poverty level) the monthly premium is $15 and 
the co-payments are as follows: an office visit is $5; an 
emergency room visit, $25; generic prescriptions, $5; and 
brand name prescriptions, $10. 

For families in the 185 to 200 percent (85 to 100 per
cent over the poverty level) the monthly premium is $18 
and the co-payments are as follows: an office visit is $10; 
an emergency room visit, $35; generic prescriptions, $5; 
and brand name prescriptions, $10. 

AccordiQ.g to TexCare, CHIP covers most services in
cluding hospital care, surgery, X-rays, mental health, sub

See State Page 5 

Age of Federal Family Family 
Child Poverty Size Monthly 

Level Income 
1 $1,325 - 1,432 

Under 185 to ? $1 790 - 1 O"l<; 

12 200 3 $2.256 - 2 439 
months percent 4 $2.722 - 2 942 

5 $3,187 - 3,445 

12 l $953 - 1,432 
months 133 to 2 $1.287 - 1,935 

through 5 200 3 $1,622 - 2,439 
years percent 4 $1,957 - 2,942 

5 $2,291 - 3.445 
1 $716 - 1,432 

6 years 100 to 2 $968 - 1,935. 
through 19 200 3 $1,220 - 2,439 

years percent 4 $1,471 - 2,924 
<; $1,723 - 3,445 
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State-fun.de~ health insurance program helps children 
Continued from Page 4 ---------
stance a_buse treatment, emergency services, vacci-
nations, eye tests and glasses, and dental care. 

CHIP is partnered with United Concordia, the ad
ministrator of the world's largest dental insurance 
program, Tricare Family Member Dental Plan. 

CHIP will cover preventive and therapeutic den
tal care, which includes routine teeth cleaning, X
rays, routine check-ups, sealants, fillings, root ca
nals and crowns. 

Children must be seen by a dentist within the CHIP 
network in order for the visit to be covered. An an
nual limit of $472 for children 13 and under, and 
$481 for children 14 and older has been set. Any 
subsequent amount over those limits must be paid 
entirely by the parents. 

Funding for CHIP comes from various places. The 
federal government will give Texas $3 for every $1 
the state contributes to the program. Overall Texas 
will receive $2.5 billion from the federal government 
over a five-year period. If Texas had not used this 
money to start CHIP, the money would have been 
given to other states. 

According to the medical association, Texas has 

been using money received from the tobacco settlement 
and reported surplus in state revenues. 

Texas also saves money through CHIP. Texas Medical 
Association statistics show that uninsured children are 
more likely to have long-term health problems that cost 
more to treat. 

TexCare also offers Medicaid to families 1,1nder the es
tablished Federal Poverty Level. According to the De
partment of Human Services, a family of three with one · 
child between the ages of 6 and 18, having a maximum 
monthly income of $1,220 qualifies for Medicaid. For 
additional family members, add $252 _or subtract $252 
per person for a smaller family. 

For a family of three with one child 5 or younger, the 
maximum monthly income is $1,622. For additional fam
ily members, add $334 or subtract $334 per person for a 
smaller family. 

Medicaid also offers coverage for pregnant women, the 
income requirements stay the same up to the child's first 
birthday. A pregnant woman counts as two people for in
come requirements. For a family of three the maximum 
monthly income is $2,256. For additional family mem
bers, add $466 and subtract $466 for a smaller family. 

Texas has been working since June 1998.to reduce the 

Heff el trades open road for classroom 
ByMARETIALONG 
Staff Reporter 

Students interested in pursuing a career in music or tak
ing personal voice lessons should consider a music class 
taught by James Heffel, director of Vocal Music Activi
ties at College of the Mainland. 

Before coming to COM, Heffel lived on the road five 
years traveling and performing, "which was why it took 
me three years to get my master's degree," he said. 

While traveling he began to have voice problems and 
stopped in Houston for help, where he saw a newspaper 
ad for a·job opening at COM. Heffel, known by his fam
ily as "Biz," (he has no clue why) started at COM in a 
temporary position in 1991, filling in for a professor. 

"I was only supposed to be here for one year to fill a 
sabbatical position and here I am 11 years later," Heffel 
said. To be a teacher he gave up living on the road. 

Heffel gives much attention to the students with whom 
he works. Ask any one of Heffel's students what one of 

James Heffel, director of Vocal Music Activities, sings 
"God Bless America" for the audience at the COM Pre
Veterans Day Salute held Nov. 8 in the Learning Re
sources Center Library. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

his favorite words in music is and he or she will say, 
"buoyancy," a word meaning light and bouncy. He dem
onstrates buoyancy as he glides across the classroom ho 
ho hoing like jolly old St. Nick. He always does funny 
little things like that to get his students to understand what 
he is saying. Another thing that makes him the teacher 
his students appreciate is his way of handling things. If a 
student sings in the wrong pitch incredibly loud, he won't 
make a big deal of it. He simply says something like "that 
was great four-part harmony now let's try the three-part 
harmony that is written on the music." 

He is committed to music not only for its beautiful 
sounds, but for the effect it has on the-public, a fact he 
keeps in mind when his students perform in coqcerts and 
competitions. Heffel's chorus gave an evening perfor
mance at COM, Dec. 5. The group also will perfom_1 at 
the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference April 12. Heffel 
will take students Bless Wilson, Jenna Contenta, Rache.l 
Roberts and Jay Andrews to compete in the All State 
Competition in San Antonio Feb. 20- 23. The chorus also · 
performs at COM graduation ceremonies. 

When Heffel was in the first grade playing with a pen
cil, he somehow got the pencil lead stuck in his ear. The 
amazing thing about that is that it wasn't a regular-sized 
pencil, it was a larger preschool pencil that children use 
when "they first start writing. Heffel was so embarrassed 
about getting the pencil lead stuck in his ear that he didn't 
tell anyone. Eventually he forgot about it until one day 
he was in the swimming pool. "I was in the thi1:.d or fourth 
grade when I was in the pool with my friend and he asked 
me what was in my ear. Then I remembered it was that 
pencil I had forgotten about." 

When Heffel was in his mid-30s he told his doctor about 
the pencil and asked if he had lead poisoning. Not to worry 
his doctor assured him, he didn't have lead poisoning. 

The road to Heffel 's career began in his hometown of 
Manhattan in northeastern Kansas. Heffel earned his 
bachelor's degree in vocal performance from Kansas State 
University in Manhattan, his master's degree in music 
from Arizona State University in Tempe, and he is very 
close to obtaining his doctorate in vo'ice performance from 
the University of Houston, central campus. 

Although Heffel doesn't have any children he shares 
his life with his wife, Paula, to whom he has been mar
ried for almost four years. They have four indoor cats, 
one of ~hich is a paraplegic. In addition to their own, 
they rescue cats and do cat foster care. 

For more information about his classes, call Heffel at 
( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 200. 

number of uninsured children with a two-phase pro
gram. Phase I was approved by the federal govern
ment, which expanded Medicaid to teen-agers be
tween the ages of 15 and 18. 

Texas, with the approval of the Senate Interim 
Committee on Children's Health Insurance Program, 
the House Pnblic Health Committee and the Health 
Appropriations Committee, has continued to imple
ment Phase II. The three committees voted unani
mously that the Legislature should fully fund Phase 
II, which initiated a state-run children's health insur
ance program Nov. 10, 1998. Texas is not the only 
~late attempting to lower the number of uninsured 
children in the United States. 

According to the Texas Medical Association, 23 
other states expanded their Medicaid program, 14 
states created a state-run health care system and 12, 
like Texas, implemented a combination plan. All 50 
states submitted a plan to the Health Care Financing 
Administration. 

To enroll a child in CHIP or Medicaid or for infor
mation, call TexCare Partnership toll free at 1 (800) 
647-6558, Mondays through Fridays, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
and Saturdays 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Central Standard Time. 

Ramadan time for 
spiritual cleansing 
By OLA KAREEM 
Staff Reporter 

Ramadan is a time to rejoice for all Muslims. This 
is the month that the Angel Gabriel delivered the 
words of the holy Koran to Prophet Mohammed, 
the last prophet sent to the world by Allah: 

Prophet Mohammed was unable to read or write 
so he instrufted one of his disciples to write for him. 
The dictation went on for more than 20 years. But 
the month that the dictation began is noted in the 
Koran as the month that all Muslims in good health 
and 9 years of age and older should fast. 

Muslims fast to relinquish themselves of prior sins 
and to ask for forgiveness. They also ask for bless
ings at this time. During this month those who fast 
may not eat or drink from sunrise to sunset. Bad 
language, sex and undisciplined acts, as stated in 
the Koran, are prohibited. 

In earlier times life was planned by the rising and 
setting of the moon; therefore, the only way to tell 
when Ramadan began was to look at the moon. The 
sighting of the moon can be seen by the trained eye 
in Saudi Arabia. Those trained in sighting then re
lease the news of the sighting all over the world. 
Usually Ramadan falls during the winter season. 

The reason for the 30-day fast is that it was an 
instruction given by Allah in the holy Koran. Fast
ing is one of the five pillars of Islam along with the 
belief in only one God and that Mohammed is one 
of Allah's prophets, praying five times daily,.giv
ing unto charity and the completion of Hajj-the jour
ney to Mecca in Saudi Arabia and back. · 

During the holy month of Ramadan Muslims put 
themselves in the shoes of the less fortunate to gain 
a true respect for all things many consider simple 
and to become aware of all the luxuries that we have 
that others do not have. This process in turn gives 
all Muslims greater spirituality and religious beliefs. · 

After fasting has been completed, a huge celebra
tion, Eid' El' Fitri, is held in all mosques. This event 
celebrates a successful fast and the abstention from 
sex, eating, bad language and undisciplined acts, 
as stated in the Koran. Also during this time chil
dren receive gifts for their dedication and hard work. 
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Holiday Memories 

Children overcome with Santa-mania 
The holiday season can be a wonderful time of year if you let it. It is a time to spend with family, making up for time 

lost during the year. Family members give and receive, share and listen, amuse and console one another. 
The holiday season can also be a miserable time of year if you let it. Christmas in particular can be very difficult for 

children. The desire to be loved-by everyone, especially Santa Claus, can cause them a lot of stress. The promise of 
presents is the catalyst for great curiosity among children. This curiosity can lead to expectation, desire, greed then 
obsession. What could be more frightening than a nation filled with obsessed, greedy little kids? Yikes! 

Some of my strongest Christmas memories are filled with obsession, greed, insomnia and torture. 
These memories are of Christmas Eve. 
While Christmas is a splendid, holy and spiritual day, it creates a waiting game children must play to open their 

presents. The situation finally comes to a head when insomnia attacks on the night before Christmas Day. 
Little children get bombarded with advertising during the holidays. They become engulfed 

in a gift-induceo frenzy ... much like sharks that have smelled blood. Children are overcome 
with Santa-mania. How are they to sleep, tucked away in their beds, while visions of Sony 
Playstation dance in their heads? Humbug! . 

That is what it was like for me. I loved Christmas time, but dreaded Christmas Eve. For me 
that night would constantly bring with it a state of sleepless misery. While everyone else 
would be sleeping soundly, my mind would be running an awareness marathon. Unless you 
are a raver or a hippie you probably can't imagine an eight-hour sensory overload. On the 
night of Christmas Eve all five of my senses would be pushed to superhuman levels, and.it 
took every ounce of power in my body to keep my little head from exploding. 

Everything in my grandparent's house, no on the planet, would keep me awake. From the 
Chinese audio-torture created by the tick-tock of my grandfather's clock to the unstoppable 
urge to keep my eyes glued to the skies for a glimpse of Santa's sleigh, there was no sleep to 
be had. 
I still have no idea how my parents, oh, I mean Santa, would make it in and out of the living 

Michael age 2 
room undetected on those nights. I need to ask them, [ mean him. -by Michael Smith 

Santas elves not on cutting edge 
When I was 13, my Chistmas list consisted of one thing: my first 

computer. That was seven years ago, so the technology back then 
was relic-like. 

My dad, not having an inkling about computers decided to 
blunder his $1,200 to a friend of a friend who built them. Well, bad 
decision. 

l woke up with sleep-deprived eyes to see my prize, and smiled a 
smile of deception. He tried and got me an outdated, 
Frankensteinen-built PC; whereas, he could have gone to Best Buy 
or somewhere along those lines and purchased a respectable one. 
Passing off my disappointment by saying, "[ love it," and never 
spoiling his good intentions, I made a Cliff Note in my head: When 
my child wants something his heart desires, I won't try to pick 
straws on what is the correct brand ... oh no, I'll just let Santa make 
up his mind when l send him an e-mail. -by Dale Pepin 

Santa Claus keeps on ho ho hoing 
On the second Christmas of my life, 

an unknown patron of the holiday rang 
my grandparents' doorbell on Christ
mas Eve and left a little Santa Claus on 
the stoop. This little fellow was my 
favorite part of Christmas for several 
years. This Santa Claus was a one-man 
marching band. He walked, had a 
drum, cymbal and played, "Santa Claus 
.is Coming to Town" very loudly. lt 
embodied every quality a little child 
would want in a toy. As [ recall, [ went 
through several sets of batteries, and 
then my grandmother made a rule that 
it would only come down on Christmas 
Day. My granddad thought it was a 
hoot, so it always was activated early. 

Amazingly it has lasted through five 
grandchildren and was briefly taken 
down last year for my youngest cousin, 
Tex. For the rest of the holiday he 
resides on the top of my grandmother's 
refrigerator, saving all who have lost 
tolerance for him from the sudden 
outburst of Santa, the one-man band. 
He still reminds me of the magic that 

Travis age 2 

once was so strong in the holiday we call Christmas. -by Travis Croft 

Dale this Christmas 

Dad caught red hand.ed 
My aunt had given me a camera for 

my 9th birthday which was Dec. 3, s'o on 
this particular Christmas Eve I decided to 
use my camera. My sisters .and I were 
very excited about Christmas and could 
not go to sleep. [ told my sisters we 
could stay up and when we heard Santa 
Claus, l would take a picture of him. It 
was about midnight or so when we heard 
someone in the living room. I got up and 
quietly opened the door, went out to take 
the picture, and as soon as I snapped the 
camera, there stood my daddy with an 
arm full of gifts. 

-by Darolyn Mangum 

Family gathers to celebrate 
As far back as [ can remember, I have always spent Christmas with my 

family. Without my family, Christmas wouldn't be the same. Although all of 
us are getting older and our interests are changing, all the Christmas spirit 
and the yearly traditions are the same. 

Every year my uncle who loves to drink Old English malt liquor gets into 
an argument with everybody until my Aunt Lurie gets him to sit down and act 
right. My Aunt Jewel always arrives late because most likely she is just 
getting off work. My Aunt Janice usually doesn't come, or if she does she's 
very late. My mom doesn't cook much, so she usually provides the soda and 
juice, but no liquor because she doesn't drink. 

My mom blesses the food every year. My Aunt Gloria and my Aunt Linda 
cook most of the Christmas dinner every year. My family begins to go to my 
dad's house at about 3 p.m. We all stay until late that night when everybody is 
tired from dancing, talking, games, eating7 exchanging gifts and just enjoying 
one another. 

Toddler Marena 
My family is very large. I have 10 aunts and three uncles and all of them 

have one or more children, and most of my cousins have at least one child, 
too. [n the past we teen-agers would get all the attention, but now my baby cousins have it all. 

As I get older my gift giving and receiving is changing. I used to get a lot and give a little, but now it is the oppo
site. Although [ sort of miss all the attention we teens used to receive at family gatherings, just having everyone 
around and knowing that we are blessed to have one another is good enough for me. -by Maretla Long 

C.hristmas is about giving not receiving 

Darolyn 
Mangum 

It's that wonderful time of the year for children all over the world! In 
just a few week_s Santa Claus will leave toys and gifts for good little 
girls and boys. 

Many children are taught to believe that a chubby man in a red and 
white suit will come down the chimney and leave the gifts they have 
asked for, either by writing Santa a letter or sitting on his lap at a mall 
requesting their favorite toys. 

Even though the story of Santa Claus has been told for years, is it told 
to educate our children about history, or to confuse them about life? 

Mmt-children are not told that orginally a rich man w.eat..to the homes of poor children and left gifts on theit doorsteps as 
a way to give them joy; they are told that Santa Claus is a man who comes around and bring toys if they haye been "good" all 
year. Many children receive gifts whether they are good or bad because that is a tradition. So children do not actually have to 
be good to get gifts. 

Then there is the idea of teaching children the differeoce between telling the truth and not telling the truth. Parents tell their 
children not to lie, but they tell their children that Santa Claus will come to their home and leave them gifts. Children believe 
their parents would not lie to them, but what happens to their faith in their parents when later they find out that Santa was not 
a strange man but'Mama and Daddy. 

Many parents also teach their children to believe in a supreme being, such as God or Allah, and if they need something, to 
pray for it. Children get the idea that a being they cannot see will hear and answer their prayers. What if children ask their 
parents if Santa is real and they say "no"? How can they believe their prayers will be answered by someone they can't see? 

Although Christmas is a wonderful time of year, the true meaning is not stressed as much as the artificial meaning. [t is up 
to paren~s to tell their.children the true story of Christmas and Santa Claus. Children are curious about everything. Once they 
start school they hear different stories from other children, and then go home asking questions. Eventually, children will find 
out what-they were told about Santa Claus was not true. 

The __ real meaning of Christmas is to share with others who are less fortunate and keep in mind that Christmas is about the 

spirit of giving. 
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Christmas memories that last a lifetime 
Christmas has always been a special time for iny family. Growing up, my brother, and I always were 

anxious for what Christmas morning had in store for us. 
We would sit in my room and make guesses about what 
gifts we would receive that anticipated morning. 

[ have reached the point in my life where the anxiety of 
Christmas is no longer mine. This Christmas morning will 
be different from any Christmas [ have ever experienced. 

My 2-year-old daughter, Danielle. has reached the age 
where she watches Christmas movies, hears Christmas 
stories and is beginning to anticipate receiving gifts and 
giving the presents she "bought" her mimis, papas. aunt, 
uncles and her daddy. She loves to go for car rides late at 
night to look at all of the pretty lights on homes. She 
loves the huge Christmas trees with presents crammed 
under them at the malls. 

[ have had to hide all Christmas presents bec:ause she 
has opened everything from ornaments resembling 
wrapped presents to gifts for friends or family members. 

[ can only imagine her reaction Christmas morning 
when she finds the tree hidden by gifts for her. 

This Chrismas, [ look forward to making a memory to 
April with Danlelle last a lifetime for Danielle, my husband and myself. · 

-by April Brandon 

Every moment spent with family is precious 
Since [ am a Muslim, [ really don't feel I can bite Qff a piece of the holiday pie 

that everyone is so full of, but I will tell you the most memorable event that I can 
remember in relation to Ramadan and the big celebration that follows. 

After the Isl11mic celebration of Eid' El' Fitri, the celebration of the completion 
of a successful Ramadan fast, all of my cousins, best friends, my sister and brother 
planned to come back to my house. The night before the celebration my mom. 
prepared food just in case anyone came over, but she didn't expect our whole 
family and all our friends. So after all the guests had arrived the roar of lai.lkhter 
filled the house. At that moment it dawned on me that it doesn't matter where we 
are or why we're there, as long as we're together, there is fun to be had. 

After everyone ate we all went upstairs. Some played video games, others played 
dominoes and cards, while my friends and [ talked and laughed for hours. It 
seemed as if the night would never end, so we lived it like it never would. Later 
that night everyone went outside to chill in the backyard while my parents still 
were asleep. ln the backyard more laughter and conversation was waiting. That was 
the longest, most enjoyable night of my life. Everyone spent the night. We all went 
to sleep at different times, but collectively we woke up around the same time, 2 
p.m., the next day. Some may ask, "What's so much fun about that?" my answer is, 
"[ love my family, and every moment [ spend with them is precious and [ hold it in 
very high regard." -by Ola Kareem 

Young Ola 

Christmas vacation not very pleasant 
[ was 12 years old during my eigth grade year, which already was the most 

unforgettable year of my life. I was in a backbrace, and that was the year my 
sister died. Then my doctor decided that l had to have open heart surgery. So 
that I would not have to repeat eigth grade, we decided the best time to have the 
surgery was during my Christmas vacation. 

Three days before school was out [ bad surgery. I spent seven days in the 
intensive care unit and three days in a hospital room before [ was released. 

Funfilled Christmas memories Helga takes back Christmas presents While I was in the hospital Santa Claus visited. Although [ was not responsive 
to the noisy visitor, [ felt it was a nice gesture. 

Chris, the cartoonist 

l have many funny Christmas memories, . 
like the time when my neighbor di°splayed a 
manger scene in his front yard. My cat, I 
guess to keep warm, had kicked Jesus out 
of the scene and curled up on the hay. I'm 
sure that all of the passi11g motorists and 
sightseers had a good laugn. 

Then the Christmas [ put hot sauce on 

Santa's cookies because earlier in the week 
at the Mall he did not give me a candy cane. 

['II also never forgot the Christmas when 
my cousin still believed in Santa Claus. My 
sister and I had wrapped some charcoal 
bricks to be from Santa for my cousin. My 
mom found out and s topped the prank. We 

thought it would have been really funny, but Mom did not. 
Christmas for me has been one fun memory after an_other, and I hope it will stay that 

way for years to come. -by Chris Molis 

Christmas is always memorable in our family. We have always gone all out to 
celebrate Christmas. Every Christmas, Mother (Helga) would begin to place gifts 

under our tree about two weeks before the big day. 

Kristy in front 
Vicki in back 

One year when I was 9 years old, my older sister 
Vicki decided she would be really sneaky. Rather than 
wait until Christmas morning to open our gifts, she 
very carefully removed the wrapping paper on the 
gifts. She unwrapped the gifts just enough to see what 
each present was. But even as careful as she thought 
she was, Vicki could not outwit our mother. 

Mother found out and took back all the gifts from 
under the tree. Vicki tried her best to blame Wendy, 
but Mother did not fall for it, since Wendy was only 4 
years old at the time. For the remaining days until 
Christmas there were no gifts under our tree. Mother 
firmly told all of us there would be NO Christmas. 

owever, we were not let down. On Christmas morning we had a wonderful time 
,ening gifts, including the OJleS Vicki previously opened. -by Kristy Roberts 

I was released from the hospital two days before Christmas, so my best 
present was getting out of the hospital. • 
Although I was home for Christmas, [ 
felt horrible. I had no appetite to enjoy 
the feas~, and was not in the holiday 
spirit. This also was the first Christmas 
after my sister died, so my family was 
not in the holiday mood either. Every
one of us was overtired, stressed, and 
depressed, not to mention that I was 
very sick. 

Christmas is supposed to be fun and 
exciting· for a 12-year-o ld. Nothing bad 
is supposed to happen at Christmas, but 
that Christmas was anything but fun. 

Christmas came and went, and when 
I went back to school and had to write 
an essay about my vacation, it was not 

Tara (back), sister Tobey and Santa 

as pleasant as the essays of the other 12-year-olds -by Tara Land 
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Sports fa_ns given 
wild rid-e in 2001 

Sports have taken a strange turn lately, from the high 
school level up to the professional, from the local drama 
between area football teams to the return of basketball 
legend·Michael Jordan; and from pro f~tball's shock-• ing season to the retiring of baseball slugger Mark 
McGuire and Barry Bonds' record-breaking home run 
season. You have to admit the sports world has taken us 
all for a ride. 

This year 's area high school football season has 
proved to be one of the those which will go down in 
Galveston -County history.'The Texas City Stings, a 
power house in Division 23 4A Football are not going to 
the playoffs for the first time since 1991 because of an 
ineligible player. The player, a transfer student from La 
Marque High School, wasn't supposed to be playing 
because of the UIL four-year eligibility rule stating that 
a player may not play more than four years. Apparently 
the player spent three years on junior varsity at La 
Marque and one year junior varsity at Texas City last 
year, making this his fifth year, therefore, making him 
ineligible to play this year. Strangely enough the three 
years of junior varsity at La Marque did not show up on 
his transcript. As a result of this discrepancy, the Stings 
had to forfeit any wins for the first six games of the 
season putting them out of the playoffs. This gave 
Dickinson their first playoff berth in years. 

, College football has caught the eyes of sports fans 
everywhere, especially in Austin at the University of 
Texas. The promising UT Longhorns, ranked No. 5 at 
the beginning of the season, have proved to be just that, 
promising. Who would have thought at the beginning of 
the season that UT would bring a 10-1 record into the 
Big 12 title game and have a chance to play in the Rose 
Bowl? I never thought it would happen the way it did. 

After a mid-season loss to the then No. 2 ranked 
Oklahoma Sooners, it didn't seem likely anymore. That 
was until the weekend of rivalry made all the dreams of 
the Texas players and fans come true over the Thanks
giving holidays. The first battle, fought between long
time rivals Texas and Texas A&M on Friday, Nov. 23, 
ended with Texas prevailing 21-7. This started a lucky 
streak for UT with the next big rival game played later 
that day between then No. l ranked Nebraska Corn 
Huskers and then No. 14 ranked Colorado Buffaloes. 
Many people thought it would be a lopsided game 
because of Nebraska 's high-powered offense led by 
quarterback Tim Crouch, this year's Heisman Trophy 
winner, and the Husker's hard-nosed defense ranked No. 
3 in the country, not to mention their perfect record 
before tlie game and a habit of killing their competition. 

It was lopsided but not the way people thought. The 
underdog Buffaloes proved victorious beating Nebraska 
62-36. They set many records like most points scored 
and most touchdowns scored by a single person when 
running back Chris Brown rushed for 198 yards on 24 
carries and scored six touchdowns. 

The last way UT could get t9 the Big 12 ti_tle game 
was by the Oklahoma State Cowboys beating the 
Oklahoma Sooners on Saturday of the Thanksgiving 
weekend. With less than two minutes left in the game, 
Oklahoma State scored a touchdown to put them ahead 
14-9. That put the nail in the coffin and seale-d their win, 
giving UT the right to play in the Big 12 championship 
game. So thanks to the weekend of rivalries, or should I 
say underdogs, UT got a berth to the Big 12 title against 

See UT Page9 

COM students (back row'. from left) Mike Gogle, Nathan Hardwick, Mitchell Goodnight and Richard Goodnight; 
(front row, from left) Kevin Kelly, Stephen Hardwick and Toki Lewis, took first place at the Student 5-on-5 Flag 
Football Tournament held Nov. 12 at COM. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

. 
Turkeys ~ake for fowl bowling balls 
By TARA LAND 
Staff Reporter 

People love turkey, and people like to bowl, so what 
could be better than a Turkey Bowl? 

The College of the Mainland Students for Christ 
club organized a Turkey Bowl on Nov. 13 outside of 
the Administration Building. 

Three teams of five each were given a frozen tur
key to knock over as many pins-soda bottles filled 
with kitty litter-as they could. 

Ryan Orr, Sarah Stafford, Mandy Hart, Aaron Whit
ener and Duante Rose were on Sarah's Team. 

Myia }oiner, Ashley Anderson, Courtney Moore, 
Natalia Castillo and Richard Allen were on Myia's 
Team. The last team, the ThunderBirds, consisted of 
Mariangel Romero, Latashia Breed, Curt Donihoo, 
Joey Schoppe and Justin Moseley. 

At 12:45 p.m-the bowling began. At first nobody 
hit any pins; they were all gutter balls. But finally they 
got the hang of it, and the pins were falling down. 

Myia's Team was the first to knock down the "pins," 
but Sarah's Team was not far behind. Each team mem
ber had a chance to bowl five times. 

The ThunderBirds were tbe first to finish; but they 
were not able to knock over enough pins to win. Myia's 
Team and then Sarah's Team were not to far behind. 
The score keepers, Corrie Lawrence, Reyes Gonzales 
and this reporter, hurried away to total the scores. 

Sarah's Team took home the first prize with a whop
ping score of 45. In regular bowling 300 is a perfect 
score. Sarah's Team members took home $10 gift cer
tificates to a variety of local restaurants and a free 
turkey dinner from the school cafeteria. 

Myia's Team trailed closely with a score of 35. Her 
team members took home gift certificates for a free 

· entree at Luna's Restaurant and a hamburger combo 
from the COM cafeteria. 

The ThunderBirds scored a total of 15 points. Each 
ThunderBird took home an American flag T-shirt, 
which Students for Christ had previously sold for $8 
each, and a free soda from the·school cafeteria. 

Tammy Stafford, Students for Christ Sponsor, said, 
"I believe the kids had fun. This is going to be a yearly 
event that Students for Christ will hold ." 

Some people voiced concerns about the turkeys 
being wasted when there were needy families who 
could use them. The turkeys did not go to waste. They 
were scratched a little but still usable. The Students 
for Christ members and their families enjoyed these 
turkeys. 

For more information about Students for Christ, and 
their upcomming activities contact Stafford at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext 417. 

Natalie Castillo, bowls with a.turkey to knock down 
the "pins;'' at the Turkey Bowl sponsored by Stu
dents for Christ. Natalie was on Myia's Team which 
won second place and received gift certificates 
to Luna's Restaurant. (Photo by Tara Land) 



UT cattle drive ends 
at Texas Stadium 
Continued from Page 8 ----------
Colorado, whom they beat earlier in the season 42-7. 

The following Monday College Football's BCS (Bowl 
. Champio~ship Series) rating had ranked Miami No. 1, 

Florida No. 2 and Texas No. 3. With a win over over the 
Buffaloes in the Big 12 title game and a Joss by either 
Miami or Florida, Texas would get the chance to play in 
the Rose Bowl. Everything seemed good for UT going 
into the game. They were picked to win and go on to the 
national championship but soon that would change. 
Before the game, UT found out that Miami had beat 
Virginia Tech 26-24 and that Florida had Jost to Tennes
see 34-32 putting them in the running. 

Things didn't start well for UT, with four first-half 
turnovers; two interceptions, one fumble in the first 
quarter and one interception early in the second. Fans 
were wondering why Coach Mack Brown didn't put 
senior quarterback Major Applewhite in the game · 

. sooner. When Applewhite was put in the game, UT was 
loosing 36-7, but after just two plays he hit Roy Will
iams on an 80-yard touch.down pass. This started the 
Longhorn's charge and got thempiaying some real UT 
football. With four minutes left in the game and UT 
down 36-30 the defense stopped Colorado. It was fourth 
down and the Buffaloes were punting, but a UT player 
hit the punter and gave Colorado their first down. So 
they ended up kicking a field goal putting themselves up 
by nine. UT received the ball and immediately scored, 
putting them within two points, but the onside kick 
failed and Colorado went on to beat UT 39-37. 

Major league baseball got a shock this season when 
Barry Bonds broke Maguire's home run record by two, 
with 73 home runs, 

Maguire retired after being in St. Louis for 10 years. 
He said he retired because he felt he couldn't perform 
the way the team needed him to. 

NFL football has been stra~ge with teams that 
normally play below average suddenly playing above 
average this year. The Chicago Bears, who normally are 
sorry, have made a huge turnaround being one of the 
best teams this year, and are tied for the second best 
record in the league With the Oakland Raiders, the Green 
Bay Packers and the San Fransisco 49ers. The Tennessee 
Titans began the season favored to go to the Super Bowl 
but are now struggling to make the playoffs. 

The most surprising thing in sports this year is the 
. return of the basketball legend Michael "Air" Jordan. 
But this time he's not with the Chicago Bulls and he 
doesn't have his sidekick Scottie Pippen to help. Now 
he's with the Washington Wizards, a young struggling 
team that needs the leadership of Jordan to put them on 
the right track and teach them things they need to know. 
Many sports experts thought that Jordan didn't have it , 
anymore, but his scoring, assists and rebounds are still 
among the best. It seems "His Royal Airness" still has 
some game left and he's still a force in the NBA. 

So say what you want to say about sports, but fans 
everywhere have to admit the 2001-02 season has been -
one to watch and remember. 

Michael Smith contributed to this story . 
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Tammy Stafford, program assistant for the Health, Physical Education and Recreation Team, lends guidance to 
students Myia Joiner and Ashely Anderson. Between juggling her full schedule at COM and her Sunday kinder
garten class at St. Mary's Church .in Texas City, she also makes time for daughter Sarah. (Photo by Tara Land) 

Stafford, program assistant, sponsor, mother 
ByTARALAND 
Staff Reporter 

When we take a look around the campus and think of 
all the people who have helped us along in our college 
life, we think about our professors, but do we ever think 
about the people behind the reception desk helping those 
professors? Most of the time we do not. 

Someone often overlooked is Tammy Stafford, program 
assistant for the Health, Physical Education and Recn.:
ation Team and Students for Christ sponsor. 

Stafford was born in Galveston and lived on t~ island 
until the middle of her eighth grade year when her life 
changed. As if junior high is not hard enough, she had to 
leave her friends, school and her hometown and move to 
Texas City. 

· She finished out her eighth grade year at Blocker Middle 
School and later graduated from Texas City High School. . 
Then she went off to Sam Houstol.T State University in 
Huntsville. "Lots of people know that college students 
are poor," Stafford said, "but I was so poor I had to eat 
popcorn for a whole month. At that time I was the small
est size ever. I was wearing a size 1 at that time." 

While attending college sh_e met the man th~t she 
thought she could not live without. A year before gradu
ating she withdrew from SHSU to get married. In June 
1981 Tammy Perrier-Manchack became Tammy Stafford. 

After adjusting to married life another chapter in 
Stafford's life began. In May 1983 she had her only child, 
Sarah Stafford, who is now a student here at College of 
the Mainland. "When I had Sarah, that is when my life 
changed dramatically," Stafford stated. "At that time I 

realized that everything was not about me. I stopped the 
. partying, and that is when I came to know God." 

When Sarah was in kindergarten, Stafford began teach
ing kindergarten on Sundays for St. ·Mary's Catholic 
Church in Texas City. That was one year before she came 
to COM. She still teachs at St. Mary's and also has been a 
confirmation teacher there for the past six years. 

In August 1994 she started her job at COM working for 
the Health, Physical Education and Recreation Team. "I 
took Al Bass for a physical education class, and I thought 
that he hated me, and now I am working with him," 
Stafford stated. 

In January 1996 the Student Activities Board president 
asked Stafford.to sponsor the Students for Christ club. 

Later her life took another tum when she and her hus
band separated and eventually divorced. 

Stafford became a single working mother trying to be 
the best employee, the best sponsor and, of course, the 
best mother. On top _of all Stafford's other responsibili
ties, she also was president of the Cheerleading Booster 
Club while her daughter was a cheerleader in high school. 

Stafford also was involved in Thespians in high school 
and worked on the stage crew at COM for GodSpell this 
last summer when Students for Christ members were able 
to work with the COM Arena Theatre on the production. 

"GodSpell is the play that brought my daughter and me 
· together," Stafford stated. "Every mother and daughter 
have a special thing to do, and going to see Godspell was 
ours. We have seen God.spell 20 till!es in the live theater." 

The many difficulties Stafford has faced have made her 
the person she is today: a great employee, a dedicated 
sponsor and the best mother she can be. 

. Turkey Tro~ proceeds help raise funds for scholarsJ}ips 
By OLA'I{AREEM 
Staff Reporter 

The Turkey Trot Fun Run/Walk took place Nov. 17 at 
College of the Mainland. In all 154 people participated in 
the 1/4-mile walk, the I-mile and 3-mile walk/run, and 
the 6-mile run. 

The fee for participation in the 1/4-mile walk was $9. 
The 1/4-mile walk was just for children under 10. All other 
participants paid a $15 fee. The age divisions (or the other · 
participants were as follows: 14 and younger, 15-19; 20-
29; 30-39; 40-49; 50-59; and 60 and older. Awards were 
given to the overall first and second place male and fe-

male winners in each category and ffrst place winners in 
each age group for the 1-mile, 3-mile and 6-mile walk/ 
runs. 

First place overall winners for the 1/4 mile were Logan 
Pope and Lauren Smith. First place overall winners for 
the other contests were 1-mile, Daniel Noah and Karen 
Brasier; 3-mile, Kevin Tipton and Regina Schuetze; and 
6-mile, Francisco Perez and Kathryn Scarborough. 

All children in the 1/4 mile walk received certificates. 
The children of parents who participated in the fun run 
were supervised. T-shirts were given to all finishers who 
signed up by the Friday, Nov. 9, deadline. 

_"At last year's Turkey Trot we had very stormy, rainy 

weather conditions," said Maryann Urick, coordinator of 
Recreational and Student Activities. "We were very glad 
to have such great weather for this event. It turned out to 
be a very successful Fun Walk/Run." 

Gifts given out as award~ included: three dinners for 
two at Luna's Mexican Restaurant; admission for two at_. 
Moody Gardens Discovery Museum; four theater tickets 
to the College of the Mainland Arena Theatre; Sunday 
brunch for two at Hotel Galvez; and a one-night stay in a 

,cottage for two at Columbia Lakes Country Club. Four
teen other gifts were also awarded. 

A portion of the proceeds went to various Student Ac
tivities ~oard scholarships. 
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COM Amigos (from left) Mariangel Romero, Myra Sanchez, Randy Elizondo, COM Amigos Sponsor Alice Whistler, 
Daniel Carlson and Carlos Hernandez give away five Thanksgiving dinners, complete with all the trimmings to 
local families. The Amigos also will give away turkey dinners for Christmas. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Amigos make friends with local families 
By OLA KAREEM 
Staff Reporter 

Thanks to the efforts, dedication and support of the Col
lege of the Mainland Amigos, five happy families in the 
community enjoyed Thanksgiving dinner. 

This is the third year COM Amigos have given turkey 
dinners to needy families. 

People e-mailed names of families to Alice Whistler, 
the-Amigos sponsor and a COM Human Resources gen
eralist. The Amigos picked five families from the e-mails. 
Amigos received donated turkeys and side dishes from 
surrounding grocers. Three turkeys were accompanied 
with all the fixings courtesy of Jeff Brown and Brown 
Food Services at COM. 

To raise funds for a scholarship and to fund the Amigos' 
trip to Texas A& M University Feb. 1- 3, the club is hold
ing a raffle. The prizes include a $50 gift card to Wal
Mart; a one-hour massage at Relaxation Retreat; .a 15-
minute chair massage; and a $35 manicure in the winner's 

J 

home or office. In addition the Amigos will contribute a 
$25 cash prize and other donations. Drawings will be held 
Dec. 18; tickets went on sale Dec. 1. 

Raffle tickets can be purchased in the Human Resources 
office located in the Administration Building. The last day 
to buy tickets is Friday, Dec. 14. 

Amigos also will donate turkey dinners for Christmas. 
If you know of any families in need or would like to do
nate food, contact Whistler at ( 409). 935-1211 or toll free 
1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 483. 

African Americans celebrate Kwanzaa 
By ROY DIXON, Staff Reporter 
with Kristy Roberts, Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland held its 12th annual Kwanzaa 
celebration in the Student Center Dec. 4. The event coin
cided with Kwanzaa Awareness Week which was cel
ebrated Dec. 3-7. 

The COM Kwanzaa celebration, sponsored by the 
Multi-Cultural Committee, was a traditional celebration. 
The guest speaker Akua Holt from Amandja Productions 
·included cultural expressions and.cultural displays in her 
speech. Holt was accompanied by one of her students. 

Due to time constraints ~n the event, the candle light
ing ceremony and traditional toast were excluded from 
the program. 

The celebration concluded with a Karamu (Kisawhilian 
for feast). A variety of foods such as fried ouffalo wings, 
meatballs, black-eyed peas, cornbread and cobbler were 
included in the Karamu. 

Kwanzaa rs traditionally celebrated Dec. 26 through Jan 
1.lt is a cultural celebration acknowledging African
American people and their ancestors. Some people be
lieve that it is a substitute for Christmas since it falls in 
December or that it is a religious celebration, but both 

.ideas are a misinterpretation. 
Founded in 1966 in the United States by Dr. Maulana 

Karenga, a Black Studies professor, Kwanzaa is a unique 
African-American holiday based on the seven fundamen
tal principles referred to as the Nguzo Saba. Kwanzaa is a 
Kiswahili ( the East African language) term meaning "the 
first" or "the first fruits of the harvest," and is celebrated 

. , by more than 18 million African Americans according to 
a New York Times article published Nov. 8, 1998. 

The seven days of observance, which are celebrated in 
accordance with the seven fundamental principles, are as 
follows: day one, Umojo (unity) which stresses the im
portance of togetherness for the family and community; 
day two, Kujichagulia (self- determination) in which all 
interests of the family and community are decided; day 
three, Ujima (collective work and responsibility) is a day 
to remember obligations, past, present and future; day four 
Ujamaa (cooperative economics) emphasizes that collec
tive economic strengths and common needs should be met; 
day five, Nia (purpose) encourages a person to look at 
himself and set personal goals; day six, Kuumba ( creativ-

. ity) is a day of spreading creativity throughout the com
munity; and day seven is Imani (Faith), a day to honor 
traditions, t~ bring out the best in people and to help them 
strive for a higher level of humanity. 

To prepare for Kwanzaa one should have a Kinara, a 
seven-light candelabra; Mishumaa Saba, seven candles, 
a Mkeka, a straw placemat; some Mazao, a variety of fruit; 
Vibunzi, an ear of corn for each child in the household; a 
Kikombe cha umoja, a unity or communal cup; and fi
nally Zawadi, gifts, if any. 

All the items mentioned which pertain to Kwanzaa and 
the Kwanzaa celebration are on display in the COM li
brary, where they will remain on display through Dec. 
The exhibit is provided by COM Library Circulation Co
ordinator TiJlie Henson. 

For more information about the exhibit contact Henson 
at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 205 . . 

Students earn quick 
credits on Mexico trip 
Continued from Page 1 
and a participant of the Study Abroad Program, related 
learning Spanish to understanding one's own grammar. 
Moke said, "About the only way ·10 learn how the English 
grammar works is by learning a foreign language so you 
can compare grammars." Moke went on to say that in our 
education system, proper grammar has been thrown to the 
wayside. "The more you know about a foreign language, 
the more you know about your own language." Moke 
apologized if it sounded like he was preaching. 

When students are not in class at the University of Benito 
Juarez of Oaxaca they tour the territory. Zindy Naranjo, a 
young "very good looking" University of Oaxaca law stu
dent, "knows the state, knows the city, knows the histori
cal parts and knows the fun parts," Rafael Naranjo said. 
Zindy escorts students to the best part of the city and the 
state. Zindy said about the first trip, "I took them to the 
most beautiful beaches on the Pacific Coast to enjoy the 
waves and the pristine waters. I took them to the fascinat
ing and mysterious pre-Aztec and pre-Columbian sites, 
to visit the markets, 1he churches, the museums, the res
taurants, the plazas and the streets of Oaxaca. I took them 
climbing on the petrified water canals in the mountains. I 
took them everywhere we could go in the short time they 
stayed in Oaxaca." Zindy also accompanied students to 
the annual summer festival called "Guelaguetza." 

Business professionals needing practice in Spanish will 
find this trip very helpful. Students needing valuable credit 
hours might take the Oaxaca trip as well. Professor Naranjo 
says Spanish I or II classes can earn four credit hours on 
the two-week trips and eight credit hours on the four-week 
trip. Spanish III or IV classes can earn three credit hours 
in two weeks and six hours in four weeks. What better 
place to pick up quick credit hours than in sunny Mexico? 

Cost for the four-week stay is $1,625. Cost for the two
week stay is $1,325. Prices are subject to change accord
ing to airfares. 

A special orientation for the trip wiJI be held June 5, in 
the Learning Resources Center Building, Faculty Suite A 
Conference Room .. 

For Internet information on the city and state of Oaxaca 
visit these Web sites: 

<http://www. oa xaca-m io. com/rec u rsos/ 
universidades.htm>, <http://www.oaxaca-travel.com/> . 

For more information about this unique Oaxaca Study 
Abroad program call Rafael Naranjo at (409) 938-1211 
or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 353, or call Chuck 
Buddenhagen at Ext. 517. Contact Naranjo by e-mail at 
<rnaranjo@mail.mailand.cc.tx.us> ·· 

Fast track reading program 
Six week developmental reading classes will 

be offered this spring 2002 semester. 
Classes will be held Jan. 22 through March 4, 

Mondays through Thursdays 2-4:20 p.m . 
For information contact Cathy Moran at ( 409) 

938-1211 or toll free· I (888) 258-8859, Ext 218, 
or stop by the Developmental Lab L~arning Re
sources Center Room L-248. 

Classes resume on Jan. 12 
College of the Mainland classes end Friday, _ 

Dec. 14. Professors must turn in their grades by 
noon Monday, Dec: 17. COM officiaJly closes 
We?nesday, Dec. 19. The college will re-open 
Jan. 3 and faculty will return Monday, Jan. 7. 

Spring semester registration week is Jan. 8-11. 
Registrat_ion hours are Monday and Tuesday 8 
a.m.-7 p.m.; and Wednesday, Thursday and Fri
day 8, a.m. to 5 p.m. in the Student Center. 
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Become a millionaire, fulfill your retirement dreams 

So you want to retire as a millionaire. You're planning 
to set up an IRA account but know nothing about stocks. 
Still you don't want to hand over your hard-earned money 
to a stranger. To do your own investing, you must know 
the technical jargon. The first thing you must do when 
looking at a stock is to look at the company "snapshot." 
This is a summary that tells how well the company is do
ing, what they do and any hidden profits or losses. 

For the next part "the numbers" remember the saying, 
"Figures don't lie, but liars can figure." This is not to say 
that any stock information is wrong, but occasionally it is 
creative, like Enron Stocks, for example, where they only 
tell you what they want to tell you. Be skeptical of the 
information given to you by a company because Enron is 
not alone when it comes to "creative accounting." Usu
ally this kind of accounting would not put a company into 

Chapter 11 bankruptcy but Enron was unlucky. This is 
why intuition and luck are more a part of investing than 
many would like to admit. 

Now for the really confusing stuff, that unfortunately, 
you have to know to invest wisely in the stock market. 

* MKT cap is the value of all issued stocks. 
*Dividend is the dollar amount of yield per stock. 
*Yield is a part of the company's earning that is di-

vided up and paid to each stock. It is expressed as a ratio 
of the dividend to the stock price. 

* Price to earning is the ratio of the stock's earnings to · 
the present stock price. 

*Cash flow tells how much cash is made per share. 
* Beta tells what analysis programs think the company's 

risk factor is vs. other similar companies. For potentially 
"safe stock," look for a beta under one. 

*Debt/Equity tells you how much debt the company 
has relative to total value. If this number is high and the 
interest on that debt is approaching the company's earn
ings, it might be best to move on to the next stock, be
cause bankruptcy is usually not far off. 

You want companies that have a positive return on eq
uity and assets and investments. If these numbers tend to 
be negative, over the long term you might want to look 

Math professor stresses homework 
By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

The motionless algebra class sits, rriouths agape, in a 
silent state of amazement as Assistant Professor Tami 
Allison coaxes an answer out of the complicated equation 
on the board. Her efforts once again bring forth the stu
dents' algebra anthem of "How? .. Why? .. Oh!" 

You have probably sung it yourself. 
Allison seems to have a near infinite amount of infor

mation to cover in her class, so she must budget her time 
wisely to ensure the entire lesson gets a thomugh once
over. This keeps the class quick and energ~tic, but Allison 
presents the lessons in such an agreeable fashion that as 
long as students keep up with their homework, they won't 
get in over their heads. 

Allison's algebra class is challenging, as this reporter 
can testify. It has a fast pace and students are given many 
theories, methods and formulas to memorize, practice and 
learn. However, Allison knows the material so well that 
she helpfully translates it to the students in a logical and 
understandable way. 

Still, algebra is frustrating. It can be even more frus
trating to teach. In subjects like government, science and 
English there may be several, or many answers to the ques
tion being asked. In algebra there is only one answer. The 
trick is getting a classroom full of different peopie to look 
at the problem in the same way. 

On the other hand, algebra can be simple. Everything . 
in the algebraic universe has a certain set of rules. As long 

• 

Tami Allison, COM math professor, prepares her alge
bra class for the final exam Dec. 6 in the Technical/ 
Vocational Building. (Photo by Michael Smith) 

as those rules are followed everything goes smoothly. 
Allison stresses that doing all the homework and learn

ing the order in which those rules apply is the key. She 
compares it to the construction of a house. "You have to 
build the foundation first before anything else will come." 
Trying to work out a problem without knowing the basic 
order of operations is like trying to put a roof on a house 
with no walls. · 

After being born in small Big Spring, Texas. AllisQ_n 
moved to and grew up in the equally diminutive Patricia, 
Texas, where everyone knew each other. "I had a gradu
ating class of 18," she says, thinking of her days at 
Klondike High School while trying not to laugh. Sh.e.then 
proudly adds th.at more than 50 percent of that class have 
gone on to higher education. 

Allison did not always want to teach. She admits not 
knowing what she wanted to do when she was younger. 
"I did not know if I wanted to go to college," she says. 
Even after receiving a bachelor's degree from Sul Ross 
University in Alpine Texas, she still didn't know the an
swer. She tried her hand at accounting classes, but did 
not want to use her math to count other people's money. 

In 1992 she started teaching two classes at Stephen F. 
Austin. At first she did not like it. "They (the classes) 
were very intimidating," she says while thinking of the 
overwhelming feeling of all the new responsibility she 
had been handed. After a few years she said the job got 
easier as she learned the solutions to many of the•com
mon problems teachers face with every new class. 

If there is one thing Allison could change about her job 
it would be the disrespect she occasionally gets from frus
trated students. People get angry when they find out they 
have put a problem together backward (roof without walls; 
fall down go boom), and she has seen her share of unfair 
rudeness from the people she is trying to help. 

Still, teaching is very beneficial to our society and, most 
importantly, it makes Tami Allison happy. She even 
dreams about it! She tells of times she would wake up 
thinking "Oh gosh, I should have done that to help the 
students learn it!" Allison ~elieves in the slogan "You 
don't choose teaching, teaching chooses you." 

Allison used to be a jock, standing out on her school's 
basketball team. These days, instead of shooting hoops, 
she spends her time scouting out garage sales and an
tique stores looking for unusual or interesting antiques. 

When looking at the percentage of marriages that stay 
intact, Allison's marriage is performing well above the 
mean. Unfortunately for her husband "Big" Ben Allison, 
math is still difficult. Allison says math is definitely "not 
his strong point." Luckily (not mathmatically), he met 
her_13 years ago and they have been together ever since. 

-elsewhere. This is because these numbers tell you if the 
company is profitable in its many ventures. 

For up-to-date information you will have to call the 
company and ask for the quarterly report, and also talk to 
investor relations. 

When you first start to invest it is best to look at stocks 
of companies you know, use and like. Generally, if you 
like them so will others. Disqualify all risky stock; those 
are ones with high price to earnings for their field, no 
cash flow, high beta and anything else that might indicate 
that the company is overpriced or about to go under. 

The best way I found to buy stocks is to limit myself to 
a couple of stocks I know and have researched. Then I 
watch them and pick a price to which I think they will 
drop to on a bad day and set a limit order (a limit order is 
a setting used to fix the price you want to buy a stock at). 
Be patient. It can take time, it has worked well !or me and 
should do well for you. After you buy some stocks, do 
not get lazy. Continue to carefully follow them in the news. 

For more technical jargon and in-depth information take 
a look at The Motley Fool at their Web site 
<www.fool.com>also read Cash Flow Quadrant, Own 
Your Own Corporation and Rich Dad Poor Dad all by 
Robert T. Kiyosaki. 

Makundi impressed 
with COM faculty 
Continued from Page 1 --------

"It is a wonderful campus; the best college I've 
seen," Bishop Makundi said. "The people were 
wonderful and very receptive." He said he was 
very impressed with the people and the campus 
anctwished that more Tanzanian students could 

·study at COM. 
The bishop was in town not only to take a look 

at COM but also to create a relationship between 
his parish in Tanzania and other Anglican or Epis
copal parishes in Texas. He hopes to be able to 
travel back and forth often between Texas and 
Tanzania, and hopes to create more cultural ex
changes between the two regions. 

Bishop Makundi also said he wishes the best 
for America in its battle against terrorism and will 
continue "praying for America." 

The bishop will return to Galveston County in 
June, hopefully with his two daughters ready to 

attend COM next fall. 

Dual credit courses 
taught at COM 
Continued from Page 1 

sist of two or more career and technology courses 
totaling three or more high school credits and at 
least one college credit either through course ar• 
ticulation or dual credit. 

Course articulatim1 is an agreement between 
high school teachers of technical courses and 
community college professors of the same course. 
When students enrolled in an articulated course . 
in high school make a grade of a B or higher they 
do not have to repeat those courses when they 
enroll in COM in the same technical program 
within 18 months. 

Dual credit means that 'the a student enrolled 
in a dual credit course receives credit in high 
school and in the community college upon 
completion of that course. 

For questions or more information contact 
Campbell at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 110. 
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What's Happening 

Th.oughts, feelings shared by Vets 

James "Elmo" Knapp speaks about the realities 
of the Vietnam War at the Pre-Veterans Day Sa
lute_ held in the COM Learning Resources Center 
Library Nov. 8. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

By TARA LAND 
Staff Reporter 

Veterans Day, Nov. 11, came exactly two months 
after the terrorist attack on America. This year's ob
servance of Veterans Day was like no other. Every 
village, every town and every city of our nation had a 
new respect and felt a new appreciation for the mean
ing of Veterans Day. 

"So many times in the past we have overlooked this 
holiday," stated Jim Higgins, director of College of 
the Mainland Public Information and an Air Force 
veteran. "But this year we stand in remembrance, and 
we respect the ones who served because we now real-

ize the things the veterans have done, and the things 
that veterans are doing and will be doing." 
. COM held a Pre-Veterans Day Salute Nov. 8 to ob
serve Veterans Day. The benefit began with Sparky 
Koerner, music professor and Air Force veteran, play
ing the "Star Spangled Banner" on his trumpet. This 
was followed by a moment of silence in honor of 
deceased veterans and victims of the Sept. 11 attack. 

Veterans, family members of veterans and active 
military members were given time to share their feel
ings with a large audience in the COM library. 

The following people shared their memories, feel
ings and gave personal remarks about being a vet
eran or a family member waiting to hear from a-vet
eran: Jerry Anderson, COM employee and a Navy 
veteran; Chris Boyd, COM student and an Army vet
eran; Tillie Henson, COM employee mother of a Navy 
veteran; Holly Anderson, COM employee and mother 
of active Navy and active Air Force members; 
Maridell Vaughan, COM employee and mother of an 
active Air Force member; Micah Duckett, COM em
ployee and mother of an active Marine; and James 
"Elmo" Knapp, COM student and Navy veteran. 

Members of the community also were given time 
to express their thoughts and gratitude for the veter
ans and the people who are now serving. Both E.W. 
Cruse, U.S. Marine veteran, and Elias de la Cerda 
Jr., an Army veteran, COM alumnus and former 
InterCOM editor, shared their thoughts and feelings 
with those gathered for the event. 

The ceremony ended with James Heffel, music pro
fessor, singing a solo of "God Bless America." Then 
everyone sang a medley of service hymns for each 
branch of the armed forces printed on a handout and 
finished by singing "God Bless America." 

The Student Activities Board, provided a red, white 
and,blue cake and sodas for refreshments. 

"If this continues to grow after two years after Sept. 
11," Knapp said, "5_8 years after World War II and 25 
years after Vietnam, then we have a true sense of pride 
and togetherness. Don't let Sept. 11 be the reason for 
this celebration, and don't let the Afghanistan war be 
your pride." 

Spanish program offers accelerated classes 
By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland is offering accelerated Span
ish classes for the spring semester. Students will be able 
to take both Spanish I and Spanish II in the same semes
ter, giving them the opportunity to earn up to eight credit 
hours in two eight-week courses this spring. 

The new Spanish I classes will be held from Jan. 14 to 
March 8. New Spanish II classes will be held from March 
18 to May 10. 

The new classes will take place in the ,mQrning and at 
night. Morning classes are from 7:30 to 9:20 allowing 

students to take 9:30 classes. Evening classes are from 
5: 15 to 7 :05 permitting enrollment in 7: 15 classes. 

Because Spanish I and II are four credit hours each, 
they meet for longer periods than tnree credit hour <;lasses. 
Spanish Professor Rafael Naranjo said it has been proven 
that a foreign language is best le\lrned (how to read, write, 
listen and speak) when the students are exposed to it ev
ery day for at least two hours at a time. 

Spanish I and II also are offered at the traditional times 
(twice a week) as well as Spanish III and Spanish IV. 

For more information call Naranjo at (409) 938-1211 
or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 353, or e-mail him at 
<rnaran j o@mail. mainland. cc. tx. us>. 

Enhance writing skills, ·become Inte~COM reporter 
Do you want to just read about the news or would you 

like to take part in reporting it? 
If you like to write and would like to see your name in 

print, the beginJ!ingjournalism course is the class for you. 
The journalism class will help you to become _a better 
writer, deal more effectively with people and open doors 
to future careers. 

Absolutely no journalism experience is necessary to be 
in the class, and enrolling in the class automatically makes 
you a staff member of the student newspaper, lnterCOM, 
which is published three times during a long semester. 

The beginning journalism course is COMM 2311.01, 
Newsgathering and Writing I, Index #2274. It meets Mon
days and Wednesdays, 12:30-3:20 p.m. The first half of 
class is lecture; the second half is a built-in lab. You also 
need to sign up for the production lab, which meets as 
needed to produce the newspaper. It is COMM 1129.01, 
Newspaper Publication I, Index #2275. 

For more information regarding a beginning journal
ism experience, call Astrid H. Lowery, journalism pro
fessor and lnterCOM adviser, at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll
free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 314. 

People Speak Out 
By InterCOM Editors and Staff 

We have seen evidence of animal cloning with 
the birth of Dolly, the .sheep. A Massachusetts 
company announced Nov. 25 they had success
fully cloned the first human embryo. Sul:>sequently 
President Bush and Congress spoke out against 
human cloning for any reason. lnterCOM asked: 
How do you feel about human cloning? 

Bill Raley~_ If the iptent 
is to develop stem cell 
research, I have no 
problem w(th it. ff the 
intent is fun and games 
I see no purpose in it; 
stem ceUs can regener. 
ate defective parts. 

Lois Anthony: l think 
it is immoral; it is hu
mans trying tb play" 
God, and ~ven if we 
manufacture a body, 
only God can manu~ 
facture a soul. 

Rosalind Colltns: 
don't think it is a good 
idea. [f it is in the 
wrong hands, it will 
lead to bad things. 

Linda Aquilar: 1 do 
not agree with human 
cloning. I do not .feel 
that a hum.an being 
should be cloned; that 
is not man's job. It is 
God's job to create huff 
mans. 

Manuel Gil: In a way 
it is good, but it de
pends on how it is used. 
1f it is used to help 
people it is good. but if 
you are cloning to see 
if you can, then it's bad. 

George West: More 
against it than for it. It 
is a good thing; it can 
cure cancer and spinal 
injuries. 

Atian Salahuddin: I James Templer: There 
am against cloning, not are two things to con
because tt is Wtong sider. One is the moral/ 
since they are not rec- ethical issue, another is 
reating a person 's per- what tney are claiming 
sonality • Just the shell. to do it for: theJ::nedical/ 
The cloning 1J1akes scientific aspect. There 
doctors believe they are is no right or wrong to 
God. this question. 



English translation of a Spanish article 
SeePageS 

Accident claims 
student's life 
ByTARALAND 
Staff Reporter 

Dale Andrew Pepin, 20, a full-time student at 
College of the Mainland and an active member 
of the journalism program as a reporter for the 
lnterCOM, died Jan. 8 in a car accident. Accord
ing to the Texas City Sun, Pepin was traveling 
east on FM 517 at a high rate of speed and lost 
control of his car, taking a sharp curve. He was 
hit on the driver's side by an 18-wheeler. 

Pepin graduated from Texas City High School 
in May 1999 and started attending COM that fall. 
He had planned to transfer to the University of 
Houston this fall. 

Like many students, Pepin was not sure what 
he wanted to major in, but he had a passion for 
movies. As a high school student he videotaped 
many of e as City Hi h'& special events, such 
as the cheerleading squad competitions and the
ater productions. 

Pepin was known for his video camera. 
Once last fall while the InterCOM staff was 

working newspaper production, Pepin mentioned 
that he watched movies like a stockbroker watches 
the stocks. Every day for hours he would be on 
the Internet looking at soon-to-be-released mov
ies or those already in theaters. With an active 
imagination and excellent writing skills, Pepin's 
dream was to one day write film scripts. 

See Movie Page 11 

Dale Pepin, COM Student and lnterCOM re
porter, lost his life in a two-vehicle accident 
Jan. 8. Pepin, an avid movie buff, was work
ing on a video project at the time of his death. 

Bacterial Meningitis warning 
SeePage6 

OAAC travels to Texas A&M University 
S~PagelO 

February 
2002 

TIPA Award-winner 

The Kuumba House Dance Theatre performs at the Welcome Back Kickoff Jan. 29 In the Student Center. The 
dancers teach and present the cultural experience of African arts to COM participants. The dancers presented 
one of several events that took place at COM in honor of African American History Month.(Photo by Tara Land) 

COM honors African Americans 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

National African American History Month, more com
monly known as Black History Month, is a time for people 
of all races to gain a better knowledge and understanding 
of the African American culture. 

In 1915 Carter Godwin Woodson, the father of black 
history, founded "the Association for the Study of Negro 
Life and History." Through the association Woodson pro
posed a week be tet aside for the study of black history, 
and in 1926 he realized his dream. Woodson chose the 
second week of February for the observance because of 
its proximity to Abraham Lincoln's birthday. In 1976 the 
association further succeeded in expanding the observance 

to what we know today as National African American 
History Month. 

This year President George W. Bush, in a White House 
press release, proclaimed "The Color Line Revisited: Is 
Racism Dead?" as the theme for this year's celebration. 

Black History Month is a time to celebrate and acknowl
edge the accomplishments of African Americans of the 
past and present. W.E.B. Du Bois is best known for his 
part in founding the National Association for the Advance
ment of Colored People in 1909 and helping the associa
tion to become the single most influential organization 
for African Americans. 

One of the more well-known black leaders of today is 
Gen. Colin Powell. Powell, the current U.S. Secretary of 

See Historical Page 11 

Music professors raise scholarship funds 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Members of the College of the Mainland Performing 
and Visual Arts faculty presented a Faculty Recital Jan. 
31 to raise money for music scholarships. 

Scholarships for music and art students, whicp had pre
viously been available through the President's' Account, 
were discontinued as of this semester. 

Funds for the President's Account come from revenues 
generated from campus vending machines, the bookstore 
and the Child Development Lab. · 

When Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes took over as COM 
president, he made the decision to make the funds avail
able not onl-y to music and art students but also to stu
dents who may have no other way to fund their college 

tuition. "Funds are used to support activities for which 
tax revenue cannot be used," Dr. Hayes said. 

Dr. Hayes made the decision to use the funds not only 
for scholarships, but also for other activities such as send
ing Phi Theta Kappa members to state and national events. 

With the loss of the scholarship money, Professor James 
Heffel, director of vocal music activities, decided to take 
matters into his own hands and with the help of other 
music instructors organized a scholarship benefit charg
ing a $10 admission fee. Heffel said, "It is very rare to 
have an entire performing arts music faculty who are all 
of professional performance calibre." 

Heffel opened the benefit singing solos in baritone. 
Music Professor Sparky Koerner played solos on trum
pet and fluegelhom. Associate Professor Paul Boyd ac

See Faculty's Page 11 
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Advice for students lost on COM campus 

As a student returning to college after a long hiatus, 
I've managed to make my way around campus for a few 
weeks, and I'm learning a lot in the process. There are a 
few things, however, that should have been mentioned at 
the time I paid tuition. . 

For example, everyone should be warned that if you 
cannot type--0r at least hunt and peck--0n a keyboard 
you are in trouble. Computers are here to stay, which is 
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probably best since most professors can 't decipher my 
encrypted doctor's handwriting anyway. 

Don't forget your floppy disk. Even if you don't have 
a computer-related class, it has been my experience that 
eventually you will need one. In the end the floppy may 
only be used as an expensive coaster for your classroom 
beverage, but at least you are prepared. 

Park at the first open space you find. Do not think you 
can overcome what I am sure is years of planning by the 
physical education staff to make sure at least one of your 
classes is all the way across campus. 

Watch out for P.E. Although this class is cleverly 
disguised as an easy credit, think twice before signing . 
up. A mile feels longer than it used to and now they 
actually give written tests. 

Bring a towel to P.E. Nothing is worse than having to 
stand buck naked under a hair dryer for 20 minutes. 

Carrying your textbooks in a paper bag will not work. 
Besides being functional, a backpack is an essential part 
of your school ensemble that represents who you are and 
what you are about, or so I'm told. 

Do not play pool in the Student Center. The guys that 
hang out there are descendants of Slick Willy and will 
run the table before you can pick out a pool cue. That is 
definitely not stress relieving. 

Ignore the complaints about the food in the cafeteria. 
After cooking for myself for a few years, I've gotten less 
picky in this area. If it's warm and not moving, it's good 
enough for me. 

Beware of the ducks! I understand they are cute and 
practically beg to be petted, but watch out. They are 
great fun until you try to feed them by hand. Then it's a 
bad re-creation of the B movie Carnivore Duck with 
your fingers playing the part of victim. Also think about 
this before approaching our fowl friends. Running from 
a hungry duck across campus cannot be done in any 
graceful or redeeming fashion. 

Considering I've only been here a few weeks, I think 
I've done quite well. I'm not failing any courses, and I 
haven't forgotten my P.E. towel in awhile. Now if I 
could only figure out how to get a ride from one class to 
another on one of those golf carts going by .... 

Will mandated speed 
limit be challenged? 

We all know it's coming. No one likes it. It could be 
here as early as March. What am I talking about? The 
dreaded speed limit reduction on Texas highways. 

The politicians tell you it must be done to lower the 
pollution rate. They might be able to fool you-with all 
their fast talking mumbo jumb~into thinking it's 
necessary. But when you clear away all the clutter you 
might ask, "Will Texans actually benefit?" 

I am asking the same question everyone else is. "What 
is the point?" 

If you think about it-which the government hopes 
you don't-you will see the reduction as a clever scheme 
for the "fat cats" to get fatter. The day those signs go up 
the highway patrol cronies, who have nothing better to 
do but sit on the side of the road, hiding in a bush, radar 
gun in hand, will be waiting for those unlucky souls who 
forgot that 70 is no longer the legal speed limit. 

Tickets will flow like water. Will that money go to the 
environment? I wouldn 't hold my breath. Don't we pay 
enough money to the government? If pollution really is a 
concern, why wasn't it handled earlier? Or if pollution 
really is the concern, shouldn't more attention be paid to 
regulating factories and refineries? 

Some people may think a reduction from 70 to 55 mph 
is not a sacrifice, and maybe I'm just trying to stir 
emotion into something that is better left alone. (Some
one once said, "Why wake a sleeping giant?") But it's 
our right to question something with which we do not 
agree. If our complaints go only as far as our family and 
friends, aren ' t we just spouting a bunch of hot air? What 
can your family and friends do about the changed speed 
limit besides nod their heads in agreement. To sin by 
silence when one must protest makes cowards of men. 

I, like many College of the Mainland students, do not 
live in Texas City. I get up an hour before my classes 
actually begin to make sure I get to the campus on time. 
Most of my classes are in the morning, so that means if l 
have an 8 a.m. class, I have to leave Galveston by 7:30. 
This becomes a pain and an irritant depending on 
whether or not I sleep well the night before. With the 
speed limit changing, I will have to get up even earlier to 
make sure I am at COM at the right time. "Why not just 
go to later classes?" you ask. I, like others, have to work 
and can only schedule classes in the mornings. 

I'm sure others fe~I the same way. We should protest 
the speed limit change. If you look back in history, 
nothing significant has been done for people unless they 
joined together, spoke out for what they wanted and 
pushed until they got it. Why do people settle for 
ridiculous laws without looking at the big picture? Put 
simply, Americans are too busy to worry about such 
things as speed limit changes. But if we don't wake up 
soon, those problems will spawn other problems. 

Soon enough the speed, limit will be in place. After a 
few months it will be the norm. It will become a routine 
in our daily commute and soon the arguments against it 
will be forgotten. This is what the government hopes for. 
So as long as we are too busy with the activities, 
schedules and problems of our own lives, the politicians 
will continue to do as they please no matter how unfair. 
What a democracy! 

Just remember when you are behind a slow driver 
pushing 60 mph and you are laying on your car horn 
ready to punch the guy in the face, it's only a matter of 
time until we will all be driving like turtles. If nothing 
else it will be an exercise in patience. 



Folk singers Karen Brandow and Charlie King, gave three perfo_rmances at COM Feb 4. King has made 18 con
secutive annual perfomances at COM. The pair sings about controversial issues that surround Americans today 
and tour throughout the country performing their original songs and those of other folk song writers. 

King of folk entertains COM students 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

Charlie King has been entertaining College of the Main
land students, faculty and staff for 18 years, and this year 
was no exception. 

King, with veteran folk singer Karen Brandow, enter
tained audience three time Feb. 4 with folk tunes that dealt 
with everything wrong in the world today. 

The songs, while all dealt with real issues, were mostly 
presented in a humorous fashion. The duo poked fun at 
the SUV (sport utility vehicle) drivers of the world. But 
rest assured, despite their song, most SUV drivers are not 
going to give up their vehicle in lieu of walking. 

They also made quite a joke of Dr. Laura, the doctor 
who is not really a doctor at all. Then why do millions of 
people listen to her talk show? Their point exactly! 

Nothing about the wrongs of the world was left out, as 
the duo sang about everything from condoms to civil un
rest to the Middle East. However, with King and Brandow, 
nothing is sacred as they also sang tunes involving the 
Sesame Street muppets and that ever-sweet and fun-lov
ing character, Burt. Who knows, he may be sinister. 
Brandow showed the audience a comparison picture of 
Burt and Osama bin Laden, and they do favor each other. 

Yet on the more serious side, Brandow was able to sway 
the audience with a ballad performed entirely in Spanish 
about the United States intervention in Chile in the 1970s. 

The singing and song-writing duo tour throughout the 
country performing their own songs as well as songs writ
ten by other folk singers. If you missed them at COM, 
and would like information on any of their upcoming 
shows, check out King and Brandow's Web site at 
<WWW.CHARLIEKING.ORG>. 

African-A01erican art work displayed 
By MYRA RUCKER 
Staff Reporter 

This spring the College of the Mainland Art Gallery is 
featuring the paintings of African-American artist Leamon 
Green through Feb. 21. 

Green's work deals with the issues of identity, that sur
round him as a black artist, and how he weaves those is
sues-along with his personal life-to create intensely 
vivid paintings. He sees his subjects fitting into one of 
two categories: portraits or objects. 

Green is interested in printmaking and how it looks 
within the context of his paintings. He strives to incorpo
rate his style of printmaking into his paintings. Using 
woodcutting and silk screening, he employs a technique 
that he refers to as "layering" to obtain the desired look. 
He paints on paper and then mounts the paper onto 
foamboard. Interestingly, he uses no frames in his paint
ings, and his larger works seem almost placed together as 
if in a puzzle. 

In these mixed media pieces on display in the COM 
Gallery, Green, who teaches at Texas Southern Univer
sity, has used African sculptures he owns and by juxtapo
sition has placed them beside a portrait of a modem man. 

"Art is an evolving thing; it grows and changes as one 
works on it," Green said. "My paintings are how the black 
male is perceived and how he perceives himself in 

America. Everyone has a view and this is mine." At his 
opening Jan 22, he talked about barriers and that they are 
not always seen as ugly, but that they still are barriers. 
Green uses photo archives for the portraits, and then res
urrects the people by placing them in his paintings. 

The artist said he starts his ideas in sketchbooks that 
go on to larger sheets of paper, then on to paintings. Each 
of his paintings has its own visual translation for him; 
and the resurrection theme is one central factor. 

Dµring a lively question and answer time, Mark 
Greenwalt, one of the COM art professors said, "The res
urrecting that is in these paintings re-enters the world as 
a new thing, while the layers of history that are seen in 
these works, come up to the present." 

The cross-cultural effect of Christian and African art
work is seen as relevant in these unusual paintings. The 
natural way that Green makes his artistic decision is al
lowing changes to remain and become part of the pro
cess which then becomes the "layering." He leaves 
chan'ges for interest and for deJelopment's sake. 

At the end of Green's talk, Janet Hassinger, the gallery's 
curator closed with these words, "Creation makes the 
painting; the viewer then re-creates it in his own inter
pretation of the piece." 

Green's works may be viewed during gallery hours: 
Mondays, 10:30-5 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon-6 p.m.; and 
Thursdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
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Distribution of 9/11 
funds questionable 

Kristy 
Roberts 

I do not believe you will find a person who does not 
sympathize with the families who lost loved ones in the 
tragic events of Sept. 11. Nor do I believe you will find a 
person who does not deem those families deserving of 
some sort of financial support. But when did we start 
putting a value on people's lives based on their educa
tion, job earnings or social statµs? 

Determining a person's worth is the most vexing 
question facing the U.S. Justice Department committee 
overseeing the compensation fund for the government. 

Shortly after the "9/11" tragedy, the government set ~p 
a special fund called the "compensation fund" for the 
families who lost loved ones. Since that day controversy 
has reigned over how to divide those funds: Questions of 
fairness and equality have come from Sen. Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, D-N.Y.; Rep. Martin Meehan, D
Mass.; New York Gov. George Pataki; and many others. 

Many of us heard news reports that each farnily will 
receive $1.65 million; however, I found that to be 
somewhat misleading. 

Kenneth R. Feinberg, special master (a fancy term 
meaning he was appointed by the president to oversee 
the fund) for the Justice DeR3rtment, developed the fund 
regulations and asked the Justice Department to oversee 
all legalities,. 

This all sounds fine, but the problem is deciding 
exactly what the regulations should be. 

The regulations for the fund are based upon a "pro
jected compensation sum," which basically says that if 
you are wealthy you are entitled to a bigger piece of the 
pie. But if you are poor or an illegal immigrant, your 
share of the pie will be tremendously reduced. Some 
may ask, "What is wrong with the way the funds are to 
be disbursed? They are trying to be fair." 

I ask, what is fair about the family of an illegal 
immigraflt who came to this country so that his or her 
family could have a better life. That family now cannot 
eat or clothe themselves and are too afraid to come 
forward to claim their share for fear of being deported? 

According to a Jan. 14 New York Times article, "Sept. 
11 Victims Criticize Compensation Plan," a person 65 
years old, with no dependent children who earned 
$25,000 annually, would qualify for $500,000 in 
compensation. But a person 40 years old, with a spouse 
and two children who earned $100,000, annually would 
qualify for $1.8 million. Does this not follow the age-old 
adage of the rich get richer while the poor get poorer? 

Since when does one person or one government entity 
get to decide that a 65-year-old person who may have 
been making $25,000, would not hit the lottery that next 
day and become a millionaire? And how does that one 
person or entity know that that 40-year-old making 
$100,000 would not have been killed the next day in an 
accident? And who is to say that a person, gay or 
lesbian, in a 20-year relationship is not the next of kin of 
his or her partner who fell victim to the tragic events? 

If the fund is to be equally and fairly distributed to all 
families, shouldn't the Justice Department determine 
how many families actually lost loved ones in the events 
of 9/11? After that determination is made, the depart
ment should divide the pie equally by that number of 
families. Just because the poor have always been 
oppressed, must the Justice Department continue that 
tradition? Why are the poor, the immigrants, legal or 
otherwise, not treated equally? 

No one person, and certainly no government body, 
should have the right to determine a person's worth 
bases upon his or her level of education or social status 
or employment income. 



Page 4, February 2002, lnterCOM 

News/Features 

. . 
The Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center attracted 78 donors at the COM Blood Drive sponsored by the SAB Feb. 
5 and 6 in the Student Center. The Blood Center will return to COM June 11 and 12. For more information contact 
the Blood Center toll free at 1 (800) GV-BLOOD/482-5663. · (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Blood Center trades T-shirts for blood 
By RANDY GOODE 
Staff Reporter 

The Gulf Coast Reginal Blood Center was on hand Feb. 
5 and 6 at the College of the Mainland Student Center to 
receive blood donations. The Student Activities Board 
sponsored the event, at which 78 people donated blood 
during the two-day event. 

Not everyone wanting to donate was able to due to cer
tain restrictions. "Colds and recent tattoos are the most 
common reasons for ineligibilty," said Blood Center phle
botomist Hope Hawkins. "Anyone having a tattoo Jess 
than 1 year old is unable to give blood." Other reasons 
for ineligibility range from using antibiotics and recent 
dental work to ear and body piercing. 

Although type O negative blood is heavily sought for 
its universal application, all blood types are needed. 

The average donor gives one pint of blood per dona
tion and is able to give again in only eight weeks. Fasting 

is not recommended before or after donating. If the donor 
has been vaccinated or takes blood pressure medication, 
donating blood will not weaken the effectiveness. 

After being collected the donated blood is sent to the 
lab to be separated into its various parts. Testing begins 
after 48 hours and when completed, the finished products 
are shipped to their final destinations. 

Although most donors cite a willingness to help others 
as their reason to give blood, there are other advantages. 
Blood Assurance is a program designed to provide needed 
transfusions to donors and their families. The donor may 
also specify a particular family other than his or her own 
or even two people of different families-named at the 
time of donation-to receive this benefit. 

Everyone who donated blood received a free T-shirt. 
To donate again at COM, visit the Student Center June 11 
and 12 when the Blood Center returns. 

For more information call 1-888-GV-BLOOD or online 
<www.giveblood.org>. 

Hand washing minimizes risk of disease 
By RANDY GOODE 
Staff.Reporter 

The Center for Disease Control warns that not washing 
your hands frequently can lead to a variety of health prob
lems. Colds are the most common illnesses, but there are 
other more serious diseases that can be attributed to ev
eryday contact. 

The CDC currently lists hepatitis A, meningitis and in
fectious diarrhea as serious viruses related to poor hand 
washing habits. There are several easy to remember hand 
washing steps that will minimize your chances of getting 
any of these diseases. 

Make sure to wet your hands thoroughly before apply
ing soap. Next rub your hands together vigorously for at 
least 10 seconds before rinsing and drying. The combina
tion of the soap and rubbing is the catalyst that helps re-

move and kill germs. 
A Baylor College of Medicine health news release also 

suggests the following tips to help reduce the probability 
of contracting a virus through direct contact: 

• "Avoid hand contact with your mouth, nose and eyes." 
• "Avoid sharing cups, silverware and towels." 
• "Use a hand sanitizer as an alternative when soap and 

water are not available. This kills 99 percent ofgerrns and 
bacteria." 

• "Instead of handkerchiefs, use disposable tissues. 
Handkerchiefs are breeding grounds for germs." 

• "Don't forget to wipe down faucets, doorknobs and 
light switches. Germs can be easily transmitted through 
any household due to daily conact." 

· "Make sure there is good venilation throughout 
your home or workplace. If neccessary, go outside for 
some fresh air." 

Opportunity coming for students to voice concerns 
No holding back! Students of College of the Main

land once again will be able to express themselves. 
The Student Activities Board is sponsoring an 

informal Student Concerns Forum March 7 at 12:30 
p.m. in the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium, 
L-131. During this forum students can voice their 
suggestions or problems regarding their COM ex
perience. James Templer, vice president/dean of In-

struction; Dr. Henry D. Pope, vice president/dean 
of College and Financial Services; and Pamela Dav
enport, vice president/dean of Student Services, will • 
be on hand to speak with students. 

For more information contact Maryann Urick, 
coordinator of Recreational Programs and Student 
Activities, at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 418. 
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U.S. newspap·ers 
embedded in history 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Editor '.s Note: This is Part I of a three-part series. 
"Were it left to me to decide whether we should have a 

government with newspapers, or newspapers without a 
government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the 
latter," Thomas Jefferson said in 1787. Jefferson, third 
U.S. president, wrote the Declaration of lndepenedence. 

The people of the United States are guaranteed by the 
First Admendment to the Constitution the right to free
dom of speech and of the press. 

The Bill of Rights was proposed in 1789 and became 
part of the Constitution in 1791. So, what were newspa
pers like back then? What about even before 1791? What 
was the first American newspaper? 

According to Frank Luther Mott in his book, American 
Journalism: A History from 1690-1960, in 1638 a press 
was set up in the British colonies. The press was a part of 
the then 2-year-old Harvard University and was under the 
watchful eye of Cambridge authorities. It was responsible 
for printing publications and books, such as sermons, al
manacs and law books. 

The colonial government established during the early 
1700s did not see printing publications with the same eyes 
as Thomas Jefferson. 

Sir William Berkeley, governor of Vrrginia for 38 years, 
said: "But, I thank God, we have no free schools nor print
ing; and I hope we shall not have these hundred years." 

Nevertheless, newspapers were destined to become an 
important part of American society. . 

According to <www.historicpages.com> the first 
American newspaper, Publick Occurrences Both Foreign 
and Domestick, was printed by Benjamin Harris in 1690. 
This three-page paper was to be "furnished (to the pub
lic) once a month," but authorities were not about to al
low that to occur. 

Only four days after the first issue was published, the 
Massachusetts go~emor and council declared the paper 
had been published "without the least Privity or Counte
nance of Authority." Harris was arrested and all but one 
copy were destroyed. 

It was not until 1704, that a newspaper actually sur
vived the government. The Boston News-letter was 
founded by Jolm Campbell, the Boston postmaster. The 
paper was, according to Mott, a single sheet and a bit larger 
than a page of Publick Occurrences. 

Campbell left his position as postmaster and took his 
paper with him. The Boston News-letter survived 72 years. 

William Booker succeeded Campbell in the position of 
postmaster and following in Campbell 's footsteps, started 
his own paper, the Boston Gazette. James Franklin, with 
13-year-old Benjamin Franklin, his apprentice and brother, 
was the first printer of the Gazette. When Booker left the 
post office, he handed the paper over to the new postmas
ter, who took the Gazette to another printer. 

James Franklin then decided to print his own paper, the 
New England Courant, which first appeared Aug. 7, 1721. 
"Though it lasted only five years and a half, the Courant 
i~ one of the most brilliant and interesting of eighteenth 
century American newspapers," Mott writes. 

Many other firsts occurred in American newspaper his
tory. In 1784, the first daily newspaper, the Pennsylvania 
Packet and General Advertiser, was printed. ·The first black 
newspaper, Freedom's Journal, was printed in 1827, 33 
years before the start of the Civil War. Then according to 
<www.infoplease.com> on Feb. 21, 1828, a four-page 
inaugural issue of The Cherokee Phoenix, was printed in 
both Cherokee and English. 

By 1765 newspapers had spread across the seaports of 
New England, along with the fight for independence. 

By 1783, 43 newspapers were in print, according to 
<www.historicpages.com>. A hundred years later, a cen
sus revealed that 11,314 newspapers were in print in the 

See Newspapers Page 5 
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Newspapers get face lift 
Continued from Page 4 --------
United States. 

Newspapers have played an important role in the 
history of the United States, but with technology 
changing, the printed newspaper may be on the 
verge of becoming a thing of the past. 

Newspaper circulation, according to the authors 
of The Art of Editing, has remained the same for 
the past 50 years although the U.S. population has 
increased dramatically. Also, many cities that had 
several daily newspapers now have only one. Hous
tonians may remember having the Houston Post 
and the Houston Chronicle. When the Post went 
bankrupt, the Chronicle, owned by The Hearst Cor
poration, bought it out. 

New York City at one time had as many as 10 or 
12 daily newspapers, whereas now it has only five, 
among them the Wall Street Journal. 

Many newspapers now have Web sites offering 
features such as online subscriptions and archives. 

The Houston Chronicle offers an archive service 
online, which is free to subscribers. Non-subscrib-: 
ers have to pay either a $4.95 daily pass, a $9.95 
weekly pass or a $19.95 monthly pass to access 
the archived stories. 

The New York Times offers online subscriptions 
free of charge. However, online subscribers do not 
receive the entire Times, only highlighted stories. 

What will happen to newspapers in the future? 
First we must discover what happened to them at 
the tum of the 19th century. 
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Fast-track Spanish 'good way to start day' 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Spanish Program, under 
the direction of Professor Rafael Naranjo, is showing its 
dynamism and creativity in scheduling. 

Spanish is offered not only as a credit or transfer aca
demic course, but also as a non-credit class through Con
tinuing Education which awards CEUs to those who need 
them for their jobs or for their professional licenses. This 
semester Naranjo also teaches a Spanish class on campus 
to a group of about 30 homeschoolers and their parents. 

"It is a wonderful experience for me," Naranjo said, 
"since I believe that the earlier in life you are exposed to 
another language, the better you can learn it." 

Spanish also has been taught as a dual credit course at 
La Marque High School for high school and college cred
its at the same time. "Unfortunately, we were not able to 
offer these classes (dual credit) this semester due to lack 
of personnel, but I am hoping that soon we will be able to 
go back into the high schools," Naranjo affirmed. 

The most innovative classes Naranjo is offering this 
semester are the Monday through Thursday morning 
(from 7:30 to 9:20) and evening (from 5:15 to 7:05) in
tensive eight-week classes. "These classes are designed 
for students who need to accumulate credit hours for. 
graduation (up to eight credit hours in one semester), or 
for those students who need to learn Spanish in a hurry." 

Students can register now for Spanish II in the second 
session which begins on March 8. "If students have taken 
Spanish I in the past, or they come from a Spanish-speak
ing environment, this is a good way to earn credits," 
Naranjo said. "It's a good way to start your day," Naranjo 
tells students who say 7:30 in the morning is too early. 
"Well, you can finish your day in a nice way by taking 
my night class instead," he answers laughing. 

Naranjo says of his highly successful Study Abroad Pro
gram: "If you want to learn Spanish in an exotic place 
and at the same time enjoy the beauty of a tropical para
dise, then you must sign up for Summer II Oaxaca Study 
Abroad Program." 

Naranjo, a native of Oaxaca who frequently visits his 
family there, said Oaxaca is much closer to Texas City 
than Texas City is to Los Angeles. Whereas Los Angeles 
is 1,379 miles from Texas City, Oaxaca is only 993 miles. 

The beauty of Oaxaca resides not only in its beaches, 
mountains and rivers,. but also in its pre-Columbian ar
cheological sites, its colonial and modem architecture that 
add to the region's unique cultural and linguistic diver
sity. With all these attractions, Oaxaca is the perfect spot 
to learn the language as well as the culture and traditions 
of the more than 16 ethnic groups that live there. 

For more information about these Spanish opportuni
ties contact, Naranjo at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 353, or e-mail him at 
<maranjo@mail.mainland.cc. tx.us>. 
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Espaiiol diario matutino 'bueno para empezar el dia' 
By RAFAEL NARANJO 
Spanish Translator 

El Programa de Espanol bajo la direcci6n def maestro . 
Rafael Naranjo muestra su dinamismo y creatividad a la 
hora de establecer el horario de clases. 

La clase de espanol se ofrece no solamente como una 
clase de credito o para ser transferida como credito a otra 
universidad, sino tambien como una clase sin credito 
academico ofr:ecida a traves def departamento de 
Educaci6n Continua que concede CEU 

(Unidades de Educaci6n Continua) para aquellos que 
los necesitan en sus trabajos or para quienes los necesitan 
para sus licencias profesionales de trabajo. 

El maestro tambien ensena a un grupo de cerca de 30 
estudiantes de secundaria y preparatoria que se educan en 
sus propios hogares que, juntamente con sus padres, se 
reunen los viernes en el campus de COM. 

"Es una experiencia maravillosa para mi," dijo el mae
stro, "ya que yo creo que un lenguage se aprende mejor 
cuando uno lo estudia a una edad temprana." Clases de 
espaiiol han sido ofrecidas tambien en la preparatoria de 
La Marque (La Marque H.S.) para aquellos estudiantes 
que quieran obtener credito doble de prepararia y de 
univerisdad a 'un mismo tiempo. "Desafortunadamente 

no pudimos ofrecer clases en las preparatoriits este 
sementre por falta de maestros, pero espero que pronto 
podamos volver a enseiiar espanol en las preparatorias," 
afirm6 el maestro. 

Las clases mas innovadoras que el maestro Naranjo 
ofrece este semestre son las clases matutinas de lunes a 
jueves (de las 7:30 a las 9:20 de la manana, todos los dfas), 
y las clases vespertinas (de las 5:15 a las 7:05 de la noche 
por un periodo de ocho semanas. 

"Estas clases estan diseiiadas para aquellos estudiantes 
que quieran acumular creditos para su graduaci6n (hasta 
8 creditos en un semestre), o para aquellas personas que 
quieran aprender espaiiol de prisa." 

Los estudiantes pueden matricularse ahora para la 
segunda sesi6n de Espanol II que empieza el 8 de marzo. 
Si ya han tornado Espanol I en el pasado, o si alguien vive 
en un hogar hispanoparlante, esta clase es la mejor para 

obtener creditos," dijo el maestro. 
"Es una buena forma de empezar su dfa," el maestro 

dice a sus estudiantes que afirman que las siete y media 
, de la manana es muy ternprano. "Pues, tambien prodrfan 

acabar su dfa de una forma agradable al tomar ·mi clase 
de la noche," responde el maestro con una sonrisa. 

Sohre su prograrna de estudios en el extranjero el mae
stro dice, "Si usted quiere aprender espanol en un lugar 
ex6tico y al misrno tiempo quiere disfrutar la belleza de 
un paraiso tropical, entonces necesitan matricularse para 
el programa de verano de estudios en el extranjero llamado 
"Oaxaca Study Abroad Program - Summer II." El mae
stro, que es nativo de Oaxaca y frecuentemente visita a 
su familia allf, dice que Oaxaca esta mucho mas cerca 
def College of the Mainland que Los Angeles ya que hay 

solo 993 millas a Oaxaca mientras que a Los Angeles son 
1,379 millas. Sin embargo, la belleza de Oaxaca radica 
en el hecho que, aunque Oaxaca esta fisicamente muy 
cerca de las Estados Unidos, sus playas, sus montanas y 
sus rios, juntamente con sus sitios arqueol6gicos 
precolombinos y su arquitectura colonial y moderna, 
agregandole su extraordinaria diversidad cultural y 
lingiifstica hacen de Oaxaca el lugar perfecto para 
aprender no solamente la lengua sino la cultura y las 
tradiciones de las diversas culturas hispanas. . 

Para mayor informaci6n p6ngase en contacto con el 
maestro Rafael Naranjo en los siguientes telefonos: Lo
cal: ( 409) 938-1211 Ext.353 Larga distancia gratis 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 353 Direcci6n de e-mail: 
<rnaran j o@mail.mainland.cc. tx. us> 

Spanish Professor Rafae.1 Naranjo teaches one of his morning Spanish classes. The classes are now being 
offered on a fast-track program. Classes run Monday-Thursday for eight weeks. Naranjo also will take students 
to Oaxaca, Mexico, In Summer II, July 6-Aug. 3. (Photo by Myra Rucker) 
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COM student firefighters practice high rise rescues and fire fighting techniques at the Learning Re
sources Center Feb. 13. This class of firefighter trainees will be eligible for graduation in May. Upon 
graduation, the students will disburse to various city and county fire departments. For more information 
call Fire Technology at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 378. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Bacterial Meningitis threat to students 
The following information is being provided to all col

lege students in the state of Texas. 
Bacterial Meningitis is a serious, potentially deadly dis

eases that can progress extremely fast-so take utmost 
caution. It is an inflammation of the membranes that sur
round the brain and spinal cord. The bacteria that causes 
meningitis can also infect the blood. This disease strikes 
about 3,000 Americans each year, including 100-125 on 
college campuses, leading to 5-15 deaths among college 
students every year. There is a treatment, but those who 
survive may develop severe heahh problems or disabili
ties. 

What are the symptoms? 
• High fever 
• Rash or purple patches on skin · 
• Light sensitivity 
• Confusion and sleepiness 
• Lethargy 
• Severe headache 
• Vomiting 
• Stiff neck 
• Nausea 
• Seizures 
There may be a rash of tiny, red-purple spots caused by 

bleeding under the skin. These can occur anywhere on 
the body. 

The more symptoms, the higher the risk, so when these 
symptoms appear, seek immediate medical attention. 

How is Bacterial Meningitis diagnosed? 
Diagnosis is m!ide by a medical provider and is 
usually based on a combination of clinical symp
toms and laboratory results from spinal fluid and 
blood tests. 

• Early diagnosis and treatment can greatly im
prove the likelihood of recovery. 

How is the disease transmitted? 
• The disease is transmitted when people exchange 

saliva (such as kissing, or by sharing drinking 
containers, utensils, cigarettes, toothbrushes, 
etc.) or come in contact with respiratory or throat 
secretions. 

How do you increase your risk of getting Bacterial 
Meningitis? 
• Exposure to saliva by sharing cigarettes, water 

bottles, eating utensils, food, kissing, etc. 

Living in close conditions (such as sharing a 
room/suite in a dorm or group home). 

What are the possible consequences of the disease? 
• Death (in 8 to 24 hours from perfectly well to 

dead) 
Permanent brain damage 
Kidney failure 
Learning disability 
Hearing loss, blindness 
Limb (fingers, toes, arms, legs) damage that re
quires amputation 
Gangrene 
Coma 

• Convulsions 
Can the disease be treated? 

• 

Antibiotic treatment, if received early, can save 
lives and chances of recovery are increased. 
However, permanent disability or death can still 
occur. 
Vaccinations are available and should be consid
ered for: 

· -Those living in close quarters. 
-College students 25 years old or 
younger. 

Vaccinations are effective against four of the five 
most common bacterial types that cause 70 per 
cent of the disease in the United States (but that 
does not protect against all types of meningitis). 
Vaccinations take 7-10 days to become effective, 
with protection lasting three to five years. 
The costs of vaccine varies, so check with your 
health care provider. 
Vaccination is very safe-the most common side 
effects are redness and minor pain at the injec
tion site for up to two days. 
Vaccination is available at your local health care 
provider. 

How can I find out more information? 

• 

• 

Contact your health care provider. 
Contact your Student Health Center at (not avail
able). 
Contact your local or regional Texas Department 
of Health Office at (409) 945-4712. 
Contact web sites: <www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dbm.d/ 
diseaseinfo> or <www.acha.org>. 

Quality, low-cost 
child care available 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Child Development Lab 
offers daytime and evening child care for the children of 
COM students, faculty, staff and community members. 

The daytime program is open to children from infant 
through kindergarten, Mondays through Fridays, 7:45 a.m. 
to 5:15 p.m. 

Child lab instructors request that children participating 
in the program attend from 7:45 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. on a 
daily basis because it is a learning environment not only 
for the children but for the students studying child devel
opment, said Kay Magee, program assistant. Breakfast, 
lunch and two snacks are served. 

According to Magee the weekly cost varies according 
to the age of the child a~d whether he or she lives in or 
out of district. In-district infants cost $80 and out-of-dis
trict' infants cost $90. In-district children ages 2 and up 
cost $70 and out-of-district children cost $80. A $10 per 
child, per semester registration fee is charged. 

The daytime program is set up similarly to a full-time 
pre-kindergarten. Class instructors set up their classrooms 
as discovery and learning centers and create the curricu
lum for their classes using appropriate materials. 

Only 42 children are accepted into the program each 
semester, so for every semester there is a waiting list. Par
ents with children enrolled at the end of a semester are 
given first chance to re-enroll their chidren in the pro
gram for the next semester, Magee said. 

The preschool teachers are Bonnie Mitchell, Elizabeth 
Plasek, Angela Robinson, Liz Dickens, Nancy Oliver and 
Marcia Moore. Other daytime staff are Ann Wilcox, Child 
Development Lab director; Magee, program assistant, and 
Mae Jackson, kitchen manager. 

The evening child care program accepts children ages 
3 to 11, Mondays through _Thursdays, 5 to 10 p.m. The 
children must be toilet trained. 

Cost is $3 per child, per night along with a $5 registra
tion fee per child, per semester. 

Evening child care is limited to 25 children. A snack is 
provided, but dinner is not. However, children are allowed 
to bring dinner from home. 

Janie Aguirre is the teacher in the evening and is as
sisted by Lupe Castillo. 

Both the daytime and evening programs follow the 
COM school calendar. 

For more information, contact Magee at ( 409) 938-1211 
or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 390. 

Five-year-old Julia reads a book before nap time 
In the Yellow Room at the Child Development Lab, 
Feb. 18. The Child Development Lab accepts in
fant through kindergarten. Evening child care also 
is available. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 
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Daily chores promote 
healthy adult lifestyle 
By JENNIFER DEMETRIOS 
Staff Reporter 

People have tried everything to slow down aging from 
gimmicks in the form of pills to plastic surgery. Well, 
what would you say if you were given the secret to feel
ing young and being healthy? 

The secret is exercise. And it's not just for young people 
anymore. "People who begin exercising and remain in 
shape from an earlier point in life increase their chances 
of having fewer and less debilitating health problems when 
they grow older," said Dr. George Taffet, in a news re
lease from Baylor College of Medicine. Dr. Taffet, an as
sociate professor of medicine at Baylor, went on to say, 
"However, individuals who start exercising later on in 
life can still reap tremendous benefits." 

Starting a new exercise regimen does not mean you 
have to labor hours in the gym or run a marathon. At least 
30 minutes of physical activity on most days of the week 
may be all you need. Simply walking around your neigh
borhood, taking the stairs instead of the elevator, or even 
doing ordinary housework counts as exercise. Yes, you 
read correctly: housework. The American Journal of Oc
cupational Therapy reports that vacuuming and cleaning 
the bathroom both increase the heart rate and produce as 
much circulatory strain as a period of moderate exercise 
at the gym. 

Keep a few simple tips in mind when deciding on your 
exercise regimen. Ease into it. Don't ,overexert yourself 
when you begin; this could do more harm than good. An
other tip is to not beat yourself up if you miss a day of 
excercise. It is understandable that some days there may 
not be enough time; just start up again the next day. 

Choose exercises that keep your interest. If they are 
enjoyable, it is more likely you will stay with them. Re
member it's not just about exercising but also about eat
ing well and choosing nutritious food to stay healthy. 

"It is possible to lower your risk of certain diseases 
that may be associate~ with physical activity and exer
cise even when you ar over 40, 50, or even 60," said Dr. 
Harold Kohl, directo of research at Baylor College of 
Medicine's Sports Medicine Institute in Houston. 

Just because a person has turned a certain age does not 
mean he or she should not consider his or her health. You 
not only owe it to yourself, but to your family as well to 
stay healthy so you are able to get the most out of life. 

Student Government 
working foi; students 
By JENNIFER L. RUSSO 
Staff Reporter 

The Student Government has been a part of College of 
the Mainland since 1996. It is a valuable organization 
because it makes sure that every student's voice is heard. 

SG officers are elected by the COM student body ev
ery fall and serve for one year. 

The purpose of SG is not only to represent students, 
but also to help students make their concerns about this 
instituition known. 

Students who have ideas, concerns or want to know 
more about COM and SG can attend the meetings-they 
are open to all COM students. 

Students also may speak with SG officers to let them 
know how students feel. 

SG meetings are scheduled for every other Thursday 
at 12:30 p.m. They are held in Room SC-212, on the sec
ond floor of the Student Center where the Career Ser
vices center is located. Upcoming meetings are March 7 
and 21, and April 11 and 25. 

For more information contact SG Adviser James 
Shippy, who also is the associate dean of Student Ser
vices, at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258;8859, 
Ext. 413. 

Marilynn Kish-Molina speaks at the Nutrition Workshop sponsored by the SAB Feb. 7. Kish-Molina dished out 
helpful advice to all who attended about dieting and excercise. She also informed the audience of nutrition facts 
and gave pointers on healthy eating habits to achieve weight loss. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Nutritional information; food for thought 
By OLA KAREEM 
Staff Reporter 

As busy as College of the Mainland students are, many 
of them still found time to attend the Nutrition Workshop 
sponsored by the Student Activities Board on Feb. 7 in 
the Gym. The workshop offered free lunches to the first 
25 participants, and roughly that number attended. 

Science Professor Marilynn Kish-Molina, who pre
sented the workshop, talked about the pros and cons of 
current diets and offered suggestions on eating healthier. 
She pointed out interesting facts about eating such as if a 
person eats slowly, he or she will have less of a chance of 
gaining weight than the person who eats quickly. 

Kish-Molina suggested that people eat five to six small 
meals a day, but if they like to eat big meals they should 
not wait till the end of the day because they have a greater 
chance of gaining weight by eating late. 

Fad diets make the body unhealthy, Kish-Molina said, 
because the body isn't getting all the nutrients it needs. 
The American Institute for Cancer Research Web site 
states, "By omitting certain foods, and sometimes even 
entire food groups, these diets are deficient in such major 
nutrients as dietary fiber and carbohydrates, as well as in 

vitamins, minerals and protective phytochemicals." 
Fad diets will help a person lose weight quickly, but 

the person will not be able to maintain the weight loss. 
Sooner or later all the weight he or she has lost will come 
back. This is bad because the person already has become 
mentally comfortable with his or her new body and will 
feel discouraged. 

Breakfast is the most important meal of the day, Kish
Molina said, because it helps the body start the day right. 
People should eat a balanced diet that includes grains, 
vegetables, fruits, da~ products, and proteins in the form 
of meat, poultry, fish, dry beans, eggs and nuts. 

Wonien have more body fat than men and burn calories 
more slowly than men, Kish-Molina explained. This 
means women have to work harder to lose weight. 

There are a lot of smokers in today's society, and some 
may wonder why they burn calories faster than they did 
before they started smoking. The reason is that smoking 
increases the metabolism rate. However, smoking is not 
the answer to losing weight since smoking is not healthy 
for the heart and lungs. 

Throughout the workshop Kish-Molina provided a num
ber of handouts about healthy diets and portion sizes, 
which should be smaller then what most people eat. 

Motivation major factor in weight loss 
By RANDY GOODE 
Staff Reporter 

With the new year receding quickly, some dieters may 
have lost sight of their resolutions to drop pounds. Moti
vation can be the key to success for many. 

"I sit down with a client and discuss goals before start
ing any program," says Matt Chauvin, a certified USA 
Triathlon coach. "I try to get the client to be as realistic as 
possible and keep up motivation by concentrating on short
term goals." 

Chauvin, a personal trainer in League City, suggests 
focusing more on working out consistently rather than 
weight loss. This takes pressure off the dieter to drop 
pounds while achieving a goal he or she can easily reach. 
This is a great strategy for overcoming weight loss pla
teaus that are considered one of the most common rea
sons for giving up on a diet. Chauvin changes workout 
routines regularly to help avoid the dreaded plateaus and 
to keep his clients from getting bored. 

While weight loss may be the goal, not all weight gain 

is bad. "It is important to understand that the average per
son that starts an exercise program gains three to four 
pounds of muscle in the first month," Chauvin wa{Us. 
"This is what you want to do since muscle burns fat." 

In addition, <TimeforFitness.com> suggests staying 
motivated by using a partner. The theory is that it is harder 
to skip a workout when someone is depending on you to 
show up. Also, using a role model can elevate enthusiasm 
to help reach your goals by giving you a point to aspire 
to. If you have gained weight over the years and have 
pictures of yourself in better shape, use them as motiva
tors. These pictures let you become your own role model. 

Re-education can also help you develop new skills that 
increase the probability of long-term weight loss. Science 
changes over time and many new techniques make it easier 
for the average dieter. 

There are many more reasons to work on one's health. 
According to the Discovery Health Channel, a myriad of 
problems are attributed to being overweight. Some of these 
include heart disease, high blood pressure and as much as 
33 percent of all cancers. 
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Entertainment 

Bubba's redneck 
picture show review 

Bubba . 
Gotatruck 

:-:-

I've been readin' the reviews on movies around town 
and think they're all missin' the point. All I want to 
know is, how many chases, how ~.yiy impossible feats 
and what types of cool cars do they drive? I know a lot 
of people want to know about the plot, and to those 
people I say: WHIMPS! I want a movie with some good 
ol' tire squealin' action without all that sissy plot stuff. 

I'm assumin' everyone sees the commercials durin' 
wrestlin', so you already have an idea of what the 
movies are about. So if you've been lookin' for a review 
with a skew, you 've come to the right place. 

Training Day-Denzel Washington, Ethan Hawk 
Not the best flick I've ever seen. No action and too 

much talkin ' . Should have gone mud ridin' instead. 
Oceans Eleven-George Clooney, Julia Roberts, 

Brad Pitt 
Any movie about Las Vegas has to be a winner 

(unless it's about gettin' married). This movie's funny, 
has plenty of action and most importantly the good guy 
gets the money and the girl. 

Joe Somebody-Tim Allen 
I was dragged to this one. If you have to compromise 

it 's a lot better than a chick flick. Actually it was funny 
at times, and Jim Belushi plays a great butt-kickin' 
karate instructor. 

Vanilla Sky- Tom Cruise 
I don't know what the heck Tom was smokin' when 

he made this movie. I had a free ticket and asked for my 
money back. 

Kate and Leopold- Meg Ryan, Some Whirnp 
Yeah, right. I didn't actually have to see this movie to 

be able to condemn it. I saw a poster and a TV commer
cial. That wa:, painful enough. 

Released on video ('cause football season's over): 
Fast and the Furious-Vin Diesel 
I saw this movie in a charter bus on the way to the 

casino in Louisiana. I couldn't hear it very well but the 
action was awesome! Lots of car chases and then some 
more car chases. There are some really cool stunts and a 
blown big block that does a wheel stand. Did 1 mention 
the car chases? 

Rush Hour 2-Jackie Chan, Chris Tucker 
This is an excellent movie. Tons of Jackie Chan 

action and stunts along with Chris Tucker's jokes, which 
make it better than a monster truck show Gust kiddin'). 
The outtakes at the end are the best, so don't rewind till 
the tape goes blank. 

A Knights Tale- Heath Ledger 
No big names in this one. Some decent action and 

great music. Pickin's are slim now that football season's 
over. YQu have to see the very end of the tape after the 
credits to get the full effect. 

American Outlaws--Colin Farrel 
Cool Jesse James flick with lots of shootin' and bank 

robbin' goin' on. Fast paced with lots of action. 
Final Fantasy: The Spirits Within--Cartoon People 
Any time I can watch a cartoon on a weekday I'm a 

happy camper. This cartoon's a little hard to follow and 
some parts are downright weird, but then again Scooby 
Doo didn't always make sense either. 

December issue photo cutline correction 
The December issue of InterCOM incorrectly identi

fied E.W. Cruse, a U.S. Marine veteran, as James "Elmo" 
Knapp in the single photo cutline at the top of Page 12. 

Byron Hambrick performs at the Mardi Gras Karaoke Party sponsored by SAB in the Student Center Feb 5. 
Students were able to show off their talents without worrying about making fools of themselves since most 
contestants wore Mardi Gras masks and used props. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Revelers flock to Galveston Mardi Gras 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

The most festive event of the year in southeast Texas 
has become the annual Mardi Gras celebration. With the 
theme of the "British Isles," it marked the 18th continu
ous year of the celebration held on Galveston Island. 

The kickoff of this year's Mardi Gras was no different 
and no less festive than in previous years. The annual 
Krewe of Aquarius Barn Bash began promptly (actually 
early) at 6:30 p.m. Feb. 1. For the small price of $10, rev
elers were allowed all the food, beer and soda they could 
eat and drink. The annual Krewe event had everything 
from live bands to the actual parade floats that patrons 
could t_our to get a firsthand feeling of riding on one. 

The most sought after items at any Mardi Gras celebra
tion are the beads, beads, beads. Beads of every kind from 
plain and simple colored ones to, of course, the more 
sought after, extremely pornographic ones that seem to 

attract every person's attention (yes, male and female 
alike) were thrown into the eagerly waiting crowd. 

With all the festivities of the Mardi Gras, there was 
something for everyone. The young, the old and even fam
ily pets had a place in the Mardi Gras festival. 

Mardi Gras (French for Fat Tuesday) has been cel
ebrated on the Island periodically for more than 100 years. 
The first celebration was held in 1867. The festivities draw 
people from all over and now attract more than 500,000 
people during the two weekends of celebration. 

Everyone-child, adult or pet-is welcome at Mardi 
Gras and also invited to join a Krewe ( a fancy name for a 
supposedly secret society of people-this is the reason 
for the masks). Several Krewes are active on the Island. 

For more information about Mardi Gras celebrations 
or to find out how to join a Krewe for the next Mardi 
Gras season, contact the Galveston Island Convention and 
Visitors Council at 1 (888) 425-4753 or log on to their 
Web site at <www.mardigrasgalveston.com>. 

Origins of Easter traditions revealed 
By JENNIFER L. RUSSO 
Staff Reporter 

In modem societies colorful eggs and bunny rabbits have 
become the symbols that are most associated with Easter. 
These symbols are widely known, but most people do not 
know how they became synonymous with this holiday. 

Easter is the movable (occurring at various times) feast 
when Christians commemorate the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. It is celebrated on Sundays of varying 
dates between March 22 and April 25. Jews celebrate Pass
over during this time also. 

Many of the early Christians were Jews and were 
brought up in the Hebrew tradition, regarding Easter as a 
part of Passover. :The word Passover comes from the word 
Pasch, which is another name for Easter, according to 
<Info Please.com>. 

The origin of the word "Easter" is unknown. However, 
many scholars believe it is derived from the Anglo-Saxon 
goddess of spring and fertility, Ostara. The Old English 
word for Easter, Eastre, also refers to Ostara. h1 fact, a 
whole month, corresponding with April, was dedicated to 
the goddess. Her festival was celebrated on the day of the 

spring equinox ( one of the two times during the year when 
the length of day and night are equal). 

The eggs and rabbits also are chief traditions associ
ated withEastre. The eggs represent fertility and rebirth. 
The tradition is th~t elaborately colored eggs would be 
laid out in vast numbers to represent the rays of the re
turning sun. 

The rabbit is another sign of fertility, due in no small 
part to rabbits' abundant production of young, especially 
during the.spring. Those who worship the goddess often 
claim to see the image of a rabbit in the full moon. 

Germans are largely responsible for bringing the sym
bol of the rabbit to America, even though most Chris-

• tians ignored it until after the American Civil War. In 
Germany the belief was that the Easter bunny laid red 
eggs on Holy (Maundy) Thursday and multi-colored eggs 
on the night before Easter Sunday. 

Americans incorporated these deep-rooted Easter sym
bols and included them in festivities and celebrations of 
this holiday. Although these icons belong to different 
cultures--Anglo-Saxons, Christians and Jews--it has not 
stopped America from uniting the diversi~ of this spring 
celebration. 



InterCOM, Febmary 2002, Page 9 

Diamond shines in 'Mission of Love' world tour 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Staff Reporter 

Past his prime? Not quite. Legendary singer/songwriter 
Neil Diamond continues to draw record-breaking audi
ences 35 years after he hit the Billboard charts with such 
classics as "Cherry Cherry" and "Solitary Man." 

At 61 and still going strong, Diamond released his 45th 
album Three ChordOpera in July 2001. This album is a 
collection of some of Diamond's more personal songs. 
The album is a landmark accomplishment for Diamond 
who has not written an album entirely by himself since 
1974's Serenade. In the months following its release, 
Three Chord Opera peaked at the No. 15 spot on the Bill
board Music Chart. In a recent Columbia Records press 
release Diamond said of the album, "It's the story of one 
person trying to deal with the world and himself as seen 
through his eyes and ears." 

With the success of his new album, Diamond began his 

Astrodome hosts 
rodeo for last time 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Staff Reporter 

Since the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo 
was established in 1932, it has left an impressive 
mark on the entertainment industry as well as 
playing a notable role in enhancing the lives of 
students across Texas. 

This year the Livestock Show and Rodeo cel
ebrates its 70th anniversary and final year at Re- · 
liant Astrodome and Hall, ending March 3. 

The Livestock Show and Rodeo is ranked as 
the largest rodeo event in the world. It draws up 
to 1 million spectators and as many as 13,000 vol
unteers annually. The money earned from the ro
deo is contributed to scholarships. 

Each year the premiere rodeo competition 
draws the top 60 cowboys and cowgirls from 
around the world to compete in various events. 
This year they are eligible to win $740,000 in prize 
money, a new truck and trophy saddles. Events 
include bareback bronc riding, barrel racing, bull 
riding, calf roping, saddle bronc riding, steer wres
tling and team roping. 

The Livestock Show and Rodeo also draws the 
country's top music performers. Some-0f the past 
prominent performers include Elvis Presley, 
Waylon Jennings, who died Feb. 13 of diabetes 
complications, and George Strait. In its final year 
at the Reliant Astrodome, big name entertainers, 
such as Bob Dylan, Neil Diamond, Dixie Chicks, 
ZZ Top and Alan Jackson will take the concert 
spotlight. Strai"t will close out the 2002 rodeo 
with a two-hour concert celebration. 

The youth of Texas benefit the most from ro
de? profits. This year the money for scholarships 
breaks down as follows: $1 million in opportu
nity scholarships, $1.4 miJlion in 4-H scholar
ships, $1.88 million in metropolitan scholarships, 
$150,000 for school art program scholarships, 
$350,000 for Go Texan scholarships and $1.6 
million in graduate assistance, endowments and 
research. Since 1957 the rodeo has raised $85 
million in educational support. 

The parking at the Astrodome is limited for the 
rodeo, which opened Feb. 12. Houston Metro pro
vides free shuttle buses to the show and rodeo 
from several locations around Houston. Check out 
<www.hlsr.com> for a map, time schedule and 
the event listings which will be going on in the 
upcoming weeks at the rodeo. 
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"Mission of Love" tour across the United States last Oc
tober; he will tour through March. Diamond will expand 
his tour to include England and Australia this summer, 
making this the longest tour of his career. 

The unparalled popularity and impact Diamond's mu
sic has had on several generations has been partly due to 
Hollywood and the modem use of his songs. Classics such 
as "Girl You'll be a Woman Soon," redone by Urge 
OverKill for the movie Pulp Fiction, and Smash Mouth's 
version of "I'm a Believer'' featured in Disney's Shrek, 
have thrust Diamond back into the music spotlight. 

No stranger to Hollywood, Diamond himself has ap
peared in two movies and received a Grammy for writing 
the soundtrack for the movie] onathen Livingston Seagull. 
However, after the 1980s movie The Jazz Singer was re
leased, Diamond did not star in another movie until the 
comedy Saving Silverman was released last year. He has 
a small cameo role in the movie. 

Diamond attributes his success to his fans and to his 

music. According to an interview by the Los Angeles 
Times, Diamond said: "The music is the key. It has the 
power to transport you. I go from being a slightly inse
cure, shy kind of person offstage, to this super confident, 
motivated, entity on stage. It's the music that takes me 
there every time." 

As his legacy continues to grow, Dia.mood exhibits no 
signs of tiring or stopping. Diamond told the Los Angeles 
Times: "I'll never give up the chance to be appreciated 
by 10,000 people all at once. I'll do it as long as I'm 
healthy and able to sing and worth the price of admission. 
As long as people show up, so will I." 

His most recent project has been recording a new duet 
version of his hit song "America" with Melissa Etheridge 
which was used as theme. music for NBC's promotion of 
the 2002 Winte.r Olympics in Salt Lake City. 

With 37 Top 40 hits under his belt, and as his music . 
continues to incorporate itself into each generation, some 
may ask: "Is Neil Diamond bigger than the Beatles?" 

PTK fulfills Simms' children's wish lists 
By LORI BOYD 
PTK Chapter Reporter 

Each year Phi Theta Kappa members are given a spe
cial honors study topic. The current topic, "Customs, Tra
ditions and Celebrations: The Human Drive for Commu
nity," seems to be especially appropriate, considering the 
current state of international affairs. Psychologist 
Abraham Maslow once wrote: "Social needs are a strong 
factor in who we are, what we have become and what we 
will be. To overlook these necessities is detrimental to 
the individual and ultimately to the community." 

While looking for projects that would relate to this topic, 
members of the COM Sigma Delta chapter of PTK felt it 
was their moral responsibility to help those who cannot 
help themselves or who do not have the means by which 
to do so. For this reason Sigma Delta announced the 
"Hands Across the Community: The Spirit of Caring" 
holiday drive for humanity. 

Before Christmas PTK collected non~perishable food 
and other items for those citizens of the community who 

are less fortunate than others. Collection containers were 
set up at various sites on campus. PTK officers Carol 
Voight and Selma Kishwar contacted the counselor at 
Simms Elementary School in Texas City who helped iden
tify 11 children of needy families and provided their first 
names, sizes and Christmas wish lists. 

Through the generosity of COMunity (COM's union), 
faculty, staff and students, PTK collected approximately 
$800 along with toys, clothes, bicycles, stuffed animals, 
health and beauty aids, and many other items. PTK mem
bers were able to eventually fill almost every single wish 
on the list and provide a few surprise extras, as well. 

Voight, James Boyd and this reporter spent Dec. 20 
shopping and wrapping gifts. On Dec. 21 students, fac: 
ulty, stafrand their family members loaded their cars and 
vans and formed a caravan to Simms Elementary. School 
officials were overwhelmed with emotion at the generos
ity shown by the COM community. 

0n behalf of the children, PTK would like to thank 
COMunity, every team and each person who contributed 
cash and gifts to the families of Simms. 

The Spring 2002 lnterCOM staff gathers for a photo on the stairs outside the Learning Resources Center over
looking Lake Eckert. Staff members are (front row, from left) Daniel K. Lai, Jennifer L. Russo, Ola Kareem; 
(middle row, from left) Jennifer Demetrios, Tara Land, Managing Editor April Brandon; (back row, from left) 
Assistant Editor Kristy Roberts and Randy Goode. Not pictured are cartoonist Chris D. Molls, Myra Rucker, 
guest editorialist Bubba Gotatruck and lnterCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

'I J ~ .I .i - ' . ,. I t I I 



Page 10, February 2002, InterCOM 

Campus Life 

Noted scholars lead SBSL conference 
By OLA KAREEM 
Staff Reporter 

The Southwestern Black Student Leadership Confer
ence was held in College Station at Texas A&M Univer
sity Jan. 17-20. The College of the Mainland Organiza
tion of African-American Culture, which focuses on ac
knowledging the accomplishments of African Americans 
in the past and present and teaches members about their 
rich culture, participated in the conference. 

The conference featured a number of seminars given 
by prestigious men and women, such as Drs. Rod and 
Laurie H. Fluker, Margaret Grifith and Leonard Shepherd. 
Topics included: "Can't We All Just Get Along? Accept
ing the Challenge to Manage Conflict"; the discussion 
centered on conflict management. "Ready, Sex, Go," was 
an interactive session on sexually transmitted diseases, 
HIV/ AIDS and other sexual health issues. The "Five Steps 
to Academic Success" showed students how to become 
academic successes by using five proven steps. 

This was the 14th annual SBSLC and the theme for 
this year's conference was "The Call to Action: Leaders 
Accepting the Challenge." 

Vice President of Student Affairs at Texas A&M Uni
versity J. Malon Southerland said at the start of the con
ference, "It promises to provide you with the knowledge 
and tools useful for your future leadership roles." 

Aside from stimulating seminars, many open forums 
were available so students could meet and greet all the 

. seminar speakers. The NAACP, lrnanni Expressions and 
Amistad Books were among the many who served as par
ticipants in the Vendor Fair, which featured books among 
other things. Wal-Mart, State Farm Insurance and the 
Marine Corps were participants in a career fair. 

An awards banquet was held the last day of the confer
ence. This banquet served to congratulate winners of the 
Oratorical Contest. An award also was given to the Uni
versity of Connecticut for traveling the farthest. For the 
past two years COM had won the award for registering 
first, but Texas Tech University in Lubbock took home 

that award this year. 
Recognition was given to the Charles E. Williams II 

Advanced Leadership Institute, before known as the Ad
vanced Leadership Institute. The institute, established in 
1999, was recently re-named for Williams, who at the time 
of his death was a student at Texas A&M University. Wil
liams, a native of Galveston, was killed in an automobile 
accident on March 3, 2000, shortly before he would have 
graduated. His cause of death was ironic because in 1998 
he was diagnosed with leukemia. 

"The purpose of the institute is to provide opportuni
ties for exemplary student leaders to engage in an in-depth 
experience that will prepare them to be transformational 
leaders on the campus and in their communities," the 
SBSLC staff explained in their catalog given out on the 
first day of the conference. Williams was initiated into 
the Nu Alpha Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Inc. 
in 1998. An article in the SBSLC catalog about Willimams 
states, "Charles leaves a legacy that is filled with deter
mination, conviction and immeasurable faith." 

The keynote address was given by Dr. Na'im Akbar, a 
former associate professor at Norfolk State University in 
Virginia and chairman of the Morehouse College (Atlanta) 
Psychology Department. 

"I am certain that the 14th annual conference will sur
pass the high standards of its predecessors," stated Ray 
Bowen, president of Texas A&M, in the SBSLC catalog. 

This conference was attended by the following OAAC 
members: Tashiba Bryant, president; Roy Dixon, vice 
president; George West, assistant secretary; Jai LaBlanc, 
treasurer; George Howard, assistant treasurer; this re
porter, parliamentarian; Karla Brown; Toki Lewis; Alicia 
Gardea; Chris Taylor; and Shae Woods. COM Student 
Government members attending the conference were, 
Courtney Johnson, president; Selma Kishwar, treasurer; 
and Arnesha Williams, parliamentarian. 

Jeanette Slaughter, OAAC adviser; James Shippy, SG 
adviser; Beverly Mitchell, SG co-adviser and Patricia 
Jackson, director of COM Career Services, accompanied 
the students on their trip 

Professors help students write successfully 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

The Writing Center, open courtesy of the College 
of the Mainland Humanities Team, is ready to assist 
students once again this semester. 

The center, located on the right hand side of the 
upstairs mezzanine of the Leaming Resources Cen
ter Library, moved one year ago from Suite B of the 
LRC. Last fall Dr. Gilchrist White, English professor 
and director of the Writing Center, proclaimed a suc
cess with more students making use of the center each 
semester since the move. 

This semester has brought yet another change to 
the Writing Center. Brian Gately is the new student 
assistant for the center and will help with clerical work 
and eventually will peer tutor. 

The center, staffed by Engllsh professors, does not 
limit its services to English papers; professors will 
assist students with papers on any topic, for any sub

. ject. "Professors also will aid students in writing ap
plication letters to four year universities or profes
sional programs," Dr. White said. 

The center is available to students who need help 
with brainstorming ideas, focusing on a topic, clari
fying ideas, organization, development of the essay, 
grammar, punctuation, spelling and the mechanics of 
writing. Professors will offer honest feedback about 
papers and work with students on a regular basis to 
help them overcome specific weaknesses and to de-

velop their writing strengths. 
English professors will not, however, edit papers, 

rewrite sentences, discuss grades given by other pro
fessors, predict grades or provide topics for papers. 

The Developmental Writing Lab, located in Room 
L-248 of the LRC, continues to be available with com
puter-aided instruction. The lab will aid students with 
grammar and mechanical problems. 

The Writing Center is open this spring during the 
following hours: Mondays, 10 a.m.-noon and 12:30-
5:45 p.m.; Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. and 3-5 p.m.; Wednesdays, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
and 2-6 p.m.; and Fridays, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. Walk-ins 
are welcome, but appointments are encouraged. 

The developmental writing lab hours are Mondays 
through Thursdays, 8 a.m.-9:20 p.m.; Fridays, 8 a.m.-
1 p.m.; and Saturdays, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

The Writing Center cannot be staffed during the 
evenings and Saturdays. However, an e-mail address 
is available to students whose schedules conflict with 
the center's hours. Students may e-mail specific ques
tions concerning their papers to 
<writingcenter@mail.mainland.cc.tx.us>. Students 
should not e-mail entire papers without addressing 
specific concerns. Dr. White hopes to respond to e
mails within 24 hours. 

For more information or to make an appointment.
call (409) 938-1211 or' toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 220, Writing Center or Ext. 218, Developmental 
Writing Lab. 

Ola Kareem models a "hat" for the "The Crowning of 
our Heritage" Fashion Show and Dinner Feb. 15. The 
show was part of the COM African American History 
Month celebration. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Attention disorder 
also can affect adults 
By JENNIFER DEMETRIOS 
Staff Reporter 

Attention Deficit Disorder is often associated with chil
dren, but adults also may suffer from ADD. 

Adults with ADD often are thought of as spacey or day
dreamers. They stumble through life frustrated and un
aware they suffer from a treatable condition. They have 
trouble noticing they have a problem until they move out 
of their parents' home and start to live on their own. Adult 
sufferers must then rely on themselves to manage their 
time, which in itself is a struggle because of the disorder: 

Although adults with ADD may appear to be interested 
or listening to a conversation inactivity, their minds actu
ally are going in a million directions. It is ofte•n difficult 
for ADD suffers to climb the corporate ladder because 

/ 

they are disorganized. This is seen by their bosses as an 
inability to do their assignments. Not only does their work 
suffer, but also their personal lives, as a result of battles 
with absentmindedness and general memory problems. 
These problems can lead to unkept promises. 

Other problems adults have due to ADD include feel
ing tired or mentally slugglish, procrastination, trouble 
with impulsiveness, not knowing whether their behavior 
is appropriate and having short attention spans. Paying 
attention to something not relatively exciting but vital, 
such as sitting down to pay bills can be overwhelming. 
However, when interested in something, adult sufferers 
can stay highly-almost obsessivly-focused, according 
to the National Attention Deficit Disorder Association. 

People battle ADD because "they often go undiagnosed 
and untreated," said Dr. Timothy Butcher, in a Baylor Col
lege of Medicine press release. He added some adult suf
fers are diagnosed and treated during childhood, and er
roneously believe they no longer require treatment. This 
is a critical error. "ADD was long considered a develop
mental disorder that children outgrew during adoles
cence," said Dr. Butcher, the director of the Clinic for 
Adult Attention Problems at Baylor College of Medicine. 
"Now we know that simply is not true. ADD (which is 
quite treatable) is a brain-based problem that can and of
ten does, persist into adulthood." 

Although the problem lingers into adulthood, it can be 
treated. Treatment includes medication and/or therapy. 
Counseling also is avaliable for family members or friends 
to help them understand adults with ADD. 
, If you or someone you know suffers from ADD, get in 
touch with your local health care provider to be tested. 



Movie buff desires 
to film screenplay 
Continued from Page 1-----------

While in high school Pepin wrote a short skit called, 
"Five Days Later." At the time of his death, he was work
ing on filming the skit. It was about friends and family 
trying to get over a loved one's death when they discover 
that he had an explanation for his suicide in the pocket of 
the suit he was wearing. Determined to find an answer 
they think up ways to get to that note. Pepin had arrange
ments with local cemeteries and other places to film his 
15-minute video. He had friends willing to help and was 
hoping to make the video the first step in his career. 

Students in high school and college often are stuck with 
jobs they really do not enjoy. Not Pepin! He only had jobs 
at movie rental places. He first worked at Empire Video, 
then Hollywood Video, and for the last year and a half he 
worked at Blockbuster Video. He enjoyed working at those 
places because he was able to learn more about movies 
and tell others what he knew about the movies. 

Funeral services for Pepin were held Jan. 11 at Emken
Linton Funeral Home in Texas City. Burial was at Forest 
Park East Cemetery in Webster. 

Survivors include his mother Karen Pyyko; father and 
stepmother Ruth and Albert Pepin; grandmother Mildred 
Corvelli and husband Alfred; grandparents Rudy and 
Helen Pepin; brothers Bryan Pepin, Jared and Jason 
Castille; sisters Alicia Milutin and Ashley Stanich; aunts 
Rita Harrington and Charlotte Pepin; uncles R. Lee Pepin, 
Kenny and William Pyyko; nephew Kory Allen and niece 
Kirsten Allen; and numerous other relatives and friends. 

' Harry Potter's box 
office success magical 
By Dale Pepin 
Staff Reporter 

People seem to relish escapism, hence films are 
a pastime. Taking a pilgrimage to a wizard school 
seems like a swell start. 

Harry Potter and the Sorceror's Stone has 
belted many box office records for weeks and it 
seems inevitable to cross over the $300 million 
mark domestically, but most importantly, it has 
perhaps provided a slight relief from monotony. 

J.K. Rowling's book explores a realm of magic, 
monsters and heroics as it follows the young wiz
ard Harry Potter through his escapades with ec
centric teachers, nefarious conspiracies and a dark 
wizard of macabre power. 

We learn of Potter's origins, his scar and fol
low his journey with fellow friends as they at
tend Hogwarts, the school for witchcraft. 

Dazzling scenes of Quidditch, a sport combin
ing football and soccer played on broomsticks, 
giants, dragons and encounters with trolls create 
a mystical atmosphere of danger and intrigue. 

By the end of the picture, an entire denizen of 
fascinating characters is brought to life, setting 
the stage for future adventures with magic folk 
and muggles alike (m'uggles are non-magic folk, 
as told early in the film). 

In essence, the movie explores one boy's 
metamorphasis from an outsider who is stripped 
of love and kinship, to an idolized savant who 
has found acceptance and a sense of destiny. 

And with just the flick of a wand, our minds 
are spellbound with anticipation of more antics 
in upcoming installments with Rowling's other 
Potter books .soon to be released in cinemas. 

Editors note: This story was originally written for the De
cember issue of ftrterCOM; we now print th,: Harry Potter' 
review in memory of Dale Pepin. 
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Sparky's Jazz Express performs at the Faculty Recital Jan. 31 In the Fine Arts Recital Hall, Room.F-117. From left 
are Ethan Atkinson on guitar, Mike Lafavbre on drums, Brian Casey on bass guitar and Spar~y Koerner on 
trumpet. The benefit raised money for music scholarships. (Photo by April Brandon) 

Faculty's musical talents showcased 
Continued from Page 1 ----------
companied Heffel and Koerner's solos on piano and per
formed "Dorian Prelude," a piece he composed. Adjunct 
Instructor Ethan Atkinson played solos on the guitar. 

The nearly two-hour show ertded with Sparky's Jazz 
Express, which included Koerner on the trumpet; Atkinson 
on the guitar; Brian Casey, assistant band director at 
Brazoswood High School, on the bass guitar; and Mike 
Lefavbre, owner of Houston Percussion Center, on the 
drums. Sparky's Jazz Express dedicated "There Will 
Never Be Another You" to the audience and further dedi
cated "My One and Only Love" to his wife. 

Koerner said, "The main reason to raise money for mu
sic scholarships is so that the music faculty can recruit 
talented students from local high schools and help them 
with their tuition." 

The recital was followed by a patrons' reception which 
was generously provided by Norman and Jean Koneman. 

"We have had some people in the community who have 
been absolutely wonderful right off the bat," Heffel said. 

Those interested in making personal or corporate do
nations to the music scholarship fund should contact 
Heffel or Koerner at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 200 or Ext. 347, respectively. 

Historical successes prevelant 
Continued from Page 1 
State, also is favored by many to become the first black 
U.S. president. 

African American accomplishments are readily visible 
in today's society, just as they were in times past. 

Dr. Charles Drew, most famous for his research on blood 
plasma, received his medical degree from Columbia Uni
versity in 1940. While researching the collection and stor
age of blood at Columbia, Drew concluded that blood 
plasma could be used in blood transfusions instead of 
whole blood since it lasted longer and was less likely to 
become contaminated. Drew was later named director of 
the Red Cross Blood Bank and assistant director of the 
National Reasearch Council. Ironically in 1950 while driv
ing to the Andrew Medical Clinic in Tuskegee, Ala., Drew 
was critically injured in an automobile accident. He was 
not admitted to the closest hospital because of his race. 
By the time Drew could be transported to a hospital that 
would treat him, he died from loss of blood. ' 

Presently there is no lack of black leaders in politics, 
sports, entertaipment and business. Always involved in 
the fight for the underdog, Rev. Jesse Jackson currently 
is lending a helping hand to the Enron employees who 
were blindsided by the company's demise at the hands of 
its corporate leaders. 

SAB to host Combat Mini-Triathlon 
The College of the Mainland Student Activities Boa:rd 

will sponsor a Combat Mini-Triathlon to be held May 25 
at 7:30 a.m. beginning in the COM Gym. 

Entries are limited to the first 300 people to register. 
The event will consist of a 300-yard swim, a 15-mile 

bike ride and a 3-mile run. 
The registration fee is $35 for individuals and $55 for 

relay teams prior to May 10. After May 10 the fee is raised 
to $45 for individuals and $65 for teams. 

For more information contact Maryann Urick, coordi
nator of Recreational Programs and Student Activities and 
SAB adviser, at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 418. 

Not to be overlooked, are the outstanding achievements 
of record and film producer. song writer, performer and 
entertainer Quincy Jones. The computer and technical 
world also ha benefit from the acomplishments of Ron 
Cadet, president and chief executive officer of Bay View 
Systems Inc., which currently launched a new digital and 
audio system called Duolizer, which will satisfy the re
cording industry and will replace Nabster. 

College of the Mainland celebrates African American 
History Month throug!:i Feb. 28. The COM festivities in
cluded something for everyone from a Martin Luther King 
Jr. tribute presented by Phi Theta Kappa (the International 
Honor Society for the Two-Year College) to a "Dress for 
Success" Fashion Show and Luncheon, which will be held 
Tuesday, Feb. 26, at 12:30 p.m. in the Student Center. 

The COM celebration will conclude Thursday, Feb. 28, 
at 12:30 p.m. with a Multicultural Lunch Fest in the Stu
dent Center Sun Room. All COM students, faculty and 
staff are invited. Although there is no admission fee for 
the luncheon, guests are required to bring a covered dish, 
representing their culture, to share with others. 

African Americans have made many great contributions. 
However, the one month that celebrates black history is 
not enough time to discover all the accomplishments of 
the African American people. 
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What's Happening 

The COM OAAC held a Valentine's Day bake sale in front of the Student Center Feb 14. Members are (front row, 
from left) Courtney Johnson; Tashiba Bryant, president; Karma Humphrey; Karla Brown; Barrington Traile; Brandy 
Baker; and (back row, from left) Roy Dixon, vice president; and Toki Lewis. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Phi Theta Kappa h·osts MLK Tribute 
By KRISTY.ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. , one of the greatest civil rights 
leaders, has had his birth celebrated as a national holiday 
in this country since 1986. 

Although primarily African Americans have celebrated 
this holiday, the reasons for the holiday and the study of 
Dr. King's triumphs and defeats is one that people, re-

e am an 1gma Delta Chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa (the International Honor Society for the 
Two-Year College) sponsored a tribute to honor Dr. King 
Jan. 22. 

The tribute began with a documentary of"The Struggle 
Continues," which highlights Dr. King's 1968 speech, "I 
Have Been to the Mountaintop." It also contains a speech 
given by Robert Kennedy after Dr. King's assassination. 

Several COM professors and students made guest 
speaking appearances. The first to speak was Rafael 
Naranjo, assistant professor of the Social and Behavioral 
Sciences Team. Naranjo, who teaches Spanish, spoke 
about how Dr. King's speeches have affected the Hispanic 
population in the United States. 

Naranjo has taught at two predominantly black colleges 
and also received the Martin Luther King Jr. award from 
the College of Santa Fe in New Mexico for his service to 
the community. 

Johnny Morris, president of the COM PTK, spoke about 
his visit to Dr. King's tomb and the impression he was 
left with after he viewed Dr. King's resting place at the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Historic Site in Atlanta. 

Dr. Margaret Caylor, professor of the Social and Be
havioral Sciences Team, who teaches sociology and an
thropology, spoke about Dr. King and his views on 
multiculturalism, social activism and his belief in unity 
for all humanity. 

c u ed with a moving speech by 
Alexander T. Pratt, associate dean of Educational Pro
grams, who also teaches history. He spoke about his per
sonal experiences as a black man growing up in the South. 

He gave the audience an insightful firsthand account of 
how black people were treated as second-class citizens 
by the public school system, public transportation, res
taurants and colleges. 

Dean Pratt spoke about how it felt to have to drink from 
se'parate fountains, sit in the back of the bus and what it 
was like to have to eat at the basement restaurant of the 
department stores in downtown Houston instead of the 
main-level restaurant reserved for the "white" people. 

Dean Pratt also made the audience think about the 
changes in our society. However, he also said that even 
though some people may say, '"Look 1'ow far we have 
come'; it is not enough." Even though minorities have 
moved up in social status, Dean Pratt said, "Injustices still 
exist today." 

Kuumba House kicks off new semester 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Staff Reporter 

The spring semester Welcome Back Kickoff held in the 
College of the Mainland Student Center on Jan. 29 was a 
huge success. The Student Center was filled with students 
participating in the afternoon events. 

Students enjoyed free food and entertainment while hav
ing the opportunity to learn about the various clubs and 
organizations at COM. Although not all clubs had repre
sentatives present, clubs represented included the Student 
Activities Board, which organized the event, and the Stu
dents for Christ club. 

Taking center stage at the Kickoff was the Kuumba 
House Dance Theatre. The group was sponsored by the 
COM Multi-Cultural Team, Organization of African
American Culture, Student Support Services and SAB. 

Comprised of three female dancers and two male drum
mers, the Kuumba House dancers entertained COM fac
ulty, students and staff with various Zulu, Xhosa, Sotho 
and Shangaan dances. The Kuuinba House dancers per
formed "Soweto Sunrise," a combination of dances for 
male and female initiation into adulthood, love and pride. 
Several students were incorporated into two of the dances. 

The Kuumba House Dance Theatre is a performing arts 
company that creates, teaches and presents the cultural 
experience of African art forms through music. The danc
ers give energetic performances of traditional and con
temporary ritual, ceremonial, social ~nd folk dances in 
authentic costumes to live music. 

The Kickoff concluded with door prizes: two $10 gift 
certificates to Wal-Mart and one $10 gift certificate to 
Cinemark. Two of the winners were Myia Joiner and 
Courtney Moore. 

-------

People Speak Out 
By InterCOM Editors and Staff 

The Texas Department of Transportation an
nounced the change in the legal speed limit on all 
Texas highways from 70 mph back to 55 mph. 
The change was brought about because of exces
sive ozone alert days and out of concern for the 
environment. Therefore, lnterCOM asked: How 
will the changed speed limit affect you? 

Judie Olivares: l to
taJly disagree because 
it is not right. It is go
ing to take longer to 
get to your destination. 

Ryan Stricklind: 
Driving 70 mph for 10 
minutes is going to put 
the same amount of 
pollution into the air as 
driving 55 mph for 15 
or 20 minutes. 

Matt Brackin: I think 
it's unnecessary to re
duce the speed limit. 
The positive effects on 
our environment will 
be minima!. The cons 
far ?utweigh the pros. 

Jooique Justice: It 
isn't going to work. rm 
going to have to get up 
extra early and rush 
everywhere. We should 
protest; I'm going to 
get a ticket every day. 

Rafael Naranjo: It is 
terrible. Now that I 
have a car that can 
travel that fast, they 
change the speed limit. 

Steve·Reckoer: I don't 
like it. But if you could 
see a lack of congestion 
by everybody keeping 
the 55 mph speed limit, 
then everything would 

~ be better. 

Brandie Smith: I do 
not think the speed limit 
should be changed back 
to 55 mph. It did not 
work out before. Why 
would it work any bet
ter now? 

Pam Vickers: It has 
good and bad points. 
The good points are en
ergy conservation and 
fewer accidents. The 
bad one is it will take 
longer to get to work. 



Academic freedom 
See editorial Page 2 

Exercise produces pain 
SeePageS 

COM breaks new ground 
SeePageS 
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TIP/t Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

Dr. David Michael Smith (center) patiently awaits the decision on his tenure as Dr. James Templer, vice 
president/dean of Instruction, shakes hands with an audience member. After a five-minute recess the Board 
of Trustees announced their unanimous decision to grant tenure to Dr. Smith. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Telllpers Oare over D ·. Smitl1's enure 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Staff Reporter 

As one stepped into the auditorium of the College 
of the Mainland Learning Resources Center, one might 
have felt as though one were stepping back in time 
into the McCarthy Era and the Red Scare. The audito
rium was clearly divided between supporters and crit
ics on the issue of granting tenure to Dr. David Michael 
Smith, a U.S. government teacher at COM since Au-

COM Arena Theatre 
opens historic Diary 
By JENNIFER L. RUSSO 
Staff Reporter 

The story of a young girl, dramatized by Frances 
Goodrich and Albert Hackett in The Diary of Anne Frank, 
directed by t:ollege of the Mainland Theatre Program "di
rector Jack Westin opened at COM April 4. 

Anne Frank's story has been told thousands of times, 
not just to draw attention to the millions who died in the 
Holocaust, but also to remind people of the power of hope. 

This is the moving story of two Jewish families hiding 
out from the Nazis from 1942 until their hiding place was 
discovered just months before the end of World War II, as 
told through the words of a young girl. 

When asked why he chose this play at this time Westin 
said, "We?ve been'wanting to do this for 15 years." He 
felt it had just been postponed "for too long; we should. 
have done this a long time ago." 

gust.1998 and a self-proclaimed Marxist. 
At the request of Dr. Smith, who was granted tenure, 

the COM Board of Trustees waived the executive ses
sion, allowing 42 stud<mts and citizens to attend the 
open meeting and voice their opinions. Dr. Smith's de
cision to waive the executive session came after the 
media picked up on the controversy. 

"My critics were making their wild claims in pub
lic," Dr. Smith said, "and I was anxious tci respond to 

See Critics Page 7 

Finalists chosen 
for teacher award 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

An award has been given annually since 1982 to the 
Outstanding Teacher of the Year at College of the Main
land based on votes from students. 

This year voting began Feb. 25 and ran through March 
8. Fifteen polling places were available on campus for 
students to vote for their favorite teachers. 

A total of 220 students out of a student body of 3,442 
voted this year. _ 

This.year's five finalists are John Buffa, drafting; James 
Heffel, music; Ellen Johnson, cosmetotogy; Freda 
O'Connor, graphic arts; and {\lice Watford, psychology/ 
sociology. The winner will be announced at the annual 
Employee Recognition Dtnner to be held at the Doyle 
Convention Center in Texas City April 26. Johnson, 
O'Connor.and Watford were finalists last year also. 

A teacher only has to receive one vote to be nominated, 
and this year 67 teachers were nominated for the award. 
Adjunct faculty do not qualify to win the award. 

To keep the contest fair, three finalists are teachers of 
classes totaling more than 50 students a semester, and 
two finalists are teachers of classes totaling fewer than 
50 students a semester. To reach a percentage of votes 
received, the number of votes received is divided by the 
number of students they teach and then multiplied by 100. 

A committee of five students consisting of Laura 
Brown, Tara Land, Gene McFadden, Allen Oliver an.d 
Rina Vinetz, was chosen by music Professor Sparky 
Koerner, 2001 Outstanding Teacher. These students will 
be making surprise visits to the teachers' classrooms and 
obtain feedback from students involved in the classes. 

See Committee Page 7 

The cast does a believable job of portraying two fami
lies, the Franks and Van Daans, being thrust together in a 
small space, trying to survive life as Jews during World 
War II and the Holocaust. The blending of the tragedy of · 

See Diary Page 7 

Shelly Molad, as Anne Frank, and Tim Evers, as Peter Van Daan, cuddle with Margot the cat, as Mouschi, during 
a scene from The Diary of Anne Frank which will play in the COM Arena Theatre from April 4-28. Margot the cat 
was provided by Whiskerville Animal Shelter. (Photo by Theater Department) 
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2 journalists forge newspaper history 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Editors Note: This is Part II of three-part series. Part I dis
cussed the evolution of newspapers in America. 

New~papers, at the turn of the century, were beginning 
to appear on every street corner. By l880, 11,314 differ
ent newspapers were being printed, and by 1890, the first 
circulation census revealed l million copies per issue were 
being printed, according to <www.historicpages.com>. 

Two men are well-known for their contributions to 
American journalism and newspapers. The first is Joseph 
Pulitzer, born in-1847. An immigrant from Germany, 17-
year-old Pulitzer set out for America to start a military 
career after his failure at such a career in Europe. He then 
enlisted in the New York calvary regiment to fight in the 
Civil War, according to Frank Luther Mott in American 
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Journalism: A History from 1690-1960. 
Upon discharge Pulitzer headed for St. Louis, Mo. Ar

riving in rain and sleet without an overcoat, Pulitzer was 
broke and could not afford to pay for a ride to. the city. 
Without a bridge to travel over, Pulitzer obtained a job 
for one night tiring the boiler on the ferry and earned his 
ride across the river. 

While living in St. Louis, he met Carl Schurz and Dr. 
Emil Preetorius, founders of the Deutsche Gesells~haft 
and owners of the Westliche Post, the leadi11g German 
American newspaper of the Middle West. In 1868 he was 

• hired as a reporter for the Westliche Post. 
In 1869 Pulitzer was nominated to run for representa

tive in the state Legislature. According to Mott, e~en 
though the district was Democratic, he won the election. 

After serving his term, Pulitzer returned to St. Louis 
where he took part in the Liberal Republican Movement. 
It was because of his political involvements that he was 
able to purchase his first newspaper property, a piece of 
the ownership of the Westliche Post. 

Pulitzer made his name known with the purchase of 
the New York World. The paper had been suffering losses 
for several years prior to Pulitzer's purchase, but he hoped 
to turn that around. By 1884 the World had done just that, 
reaching 100,000 in circulation. 

Pultizer's name has left a mark that still carries impor
tance today. The prestigious Pulitzer Prize is an annual 
award given for outstanding journalistic and literary 
achievements. He established the award in his will, which 
he wrote in 1904. 

William Randolph Hearst, much younger than Pulitzer, 
was born in 1863 to a silver miner who was made rich by 
the Comstock lode in Virginia City, Nev. When Hearst 
was 19, he entered Harvard Univeristy, where he became 
the successful business manager of the Lampoon, a stu
dent comic periodical. After making obscene jokes about 
several professors, Hearst was expelled in 1885. 

Meanwhile Hearst had become interested in the study 
of newspapers and admired Pulitzer's World. To set off 
his career in journalism, Hearst begged his father to be 
put in charge of the San Francisco Examiner, which his 
father already owned. According to Mott, Hearst's father 
gave in; then Hearst made the Examiner a successful mir
ror of the World. 

After the death of his father and receiving $7.5 million 
in stocks, Hearst decided to try his hand at a New York 
newspaper. In 1895 Hearst purchased Che Morning Jour- . 

See Houston Page 3 

. 
No protection for 
academic freedom 

• 

The College of the Mainland Board of Trustees at their 
regular meeting March 25 discussed granting tenure to' 
Dr. David Michael Smith, a government professor . 

I listened intently to all the people who spoke both for 
and against Dr. Smith. The basis of this heated debate 
was "academic freeo.om." 

After hearing the discussion and the granting of tenure 
to Dr. Smith, I quickly went home to research academic 
freedom. However, after hours of sitting in front of my 
computer, searching the Internet, I found there to be, no 
constitutional right of academic freedom. According to 
the Supreme Court, academic freedom is not a form of 
protected speech under the First Amendment. 

In 1957 in Sweezy vs. New Hampshire the Justices 
concurred that "no field of education is so thoroughly 
comprehended by man that new discoveries cannot yet 
be made." Their opinion continued_"particularly is that 
true in the social sciences, where few, if any, principles 
are accepted as absolutes." The justices also concurred 
that academic freedom is a contractual right between a 
professor and an institution. 

The COM faculty handbook states that academic 
freedom "is essential (so) that faculty members (can) be 
free to pursue scholarly inquiry without undue restric
tions and to voice and publish their conclusions in 
presenting relevant knowledge." 

Well, I ask you, if Dr. Smith voices his opinion about 
communism, Marxism and capitalism, is that not relevant 
to a government Gourse? And if he is not able to discuss 
certain subjects which directly pertain to government, 
does that not create undue restrictions? 

I was sitting in my government class, the following 
Wednesday, when Michele Betancourt, a government 
professor, asked the students, "Do you even know what 
communism is?" I truly thought I knew what commu
'nism is beca~se of the way my parents always spoke: 
Communism was a bad thing. However, Webster 's 
Collegiate Dictionary defines communism as a theory 
advocating elimination of private property, a system in 
which goods are owned in common and are ava_ilable to 
all as needed. 

Well, I pondered the meaning of communism for quite 
a while and decided it sounded a lot like Star Trek: The 
Next Generation, where all "are truly created equal." It 
actually did :not sound like a bad deal. But to give 
capitalism a fair shake, tho~e who work harder and 
longer do deserve a bigger piece of the pie. So now I ask, 
"What about the immigrants or illegal aliens (and I mean 
of this planet) who work longer and harder ~oing more 

• I' 
back-breaking labor than say-Bill Gates?" 
- But back to academic freedom. Without academic 
freedom, I would never have discovered what commu
nism means, or learned how Christopher Columbus and 
others who followed, decimated the Nativ.e Americans. 

I have spent a couple of years studying at COM and 
have had various history and gov~rnment professors, and 
I believe they all are more than willing to share their 
opinions with a class. However, I have never heard one 
of them say they do not invite an opposing opinion, nor 
do they insist students adhere to their political philoso
phies. The only stipulation the professors in social 
science make is that you must be able to back your 
opinion with valid reasons. 

I was pleased the Board granted tenure to Dr. Smith, 
and would enjoy listening to one of his lectures since I 
have never had him for a profes~_or. 

.-



Emilio Vega, COM student, addresses Vice President/ Dean of Student Services Pamela Davenport and Vice 
President/Dean of College.and Financial Services Dr. Henry D. Pope at the Student Concerns Forum .March 7 in 
the Learning Resources Center Auditorium, L-131. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Doomsday clock depicts nuclear threat 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

Albert Einstein first alerted President Franklin 
Roosevelt in 1939 of the possibility that the atomic bomb 
could be created, On Aug. 6, 1945, the United States sent 
the Enola Gay and her crew to drop the first nuclear bomb 
named "Little Boy" on Hiroshima, Japan. The second 
nuclear bomb was dropped on Nagasaki, Japan,just three 
days later. Thousands of innocent people quickly became 
casualties of the war. 

Since the introduction of nuclear weapons, people of 
all races and nations have lived in fear of the onset of the 
"Nuclear Age." 

In 1947 the Clock of Doom, now known as the Dooms
cjay Clock, first appeared on the cover of The Bulletin of 
Atomic Scientists. The clock was the creation of artist 
Martyl Langsdorf, who was the wife of physicist 
Alexander Langsdorf, a Bulletin founder. 

Martyl Langsdorf used the last quadrant of the clock to 
represent the "urgency of the situation." The clock came 
'to life on the cover of the Bulletin in 1947. The hands of 
the clock, first set at seven minutes to midnight, were set 
against an eerie burnt orange background. 

From that day Langsdorf created the Doomsday Clock, 
its hands have moved only 16 times, both backward and 
forward. 

. Since the clock depicts only the last quarter of time, 
only once for a period of four years were the hands not 
visible on the face. The hands moved backward to 17 
minutes to midnight in 1991. This change was due to the 
peaceful and successful Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty 
talks between the United States and the Soviet Union. 
START headed the major super powers toward peace. 

But all good things must come to an end. In 1995 the 
treaty talks stalled, and the clock's hands advanced to 14 
minutes before midnight. 

Though most of the movement of the clock's hands 
came about because of the actions of the United States 
and the Soviet Union, the most recent came about in 1998. 
The hands of the clock were set to nine minutes before 
midnight, after India and Pakistan tested a series of nuclear 
devices in May 1998. 

Last December the board discussed advancing the hands 
of the clock to depict the ongoing tensions in the Middle 
East. However, no decision was made at that tiine. 

On Feb. 25 this reporter received an e-mail invitation 
from The Bulletin to witness the movement of the hands 
of the clock, marking the 17th time in more than 55 years 
that the time has changed. 

The sadness of this event was underscored by the fact 
that the hands were advanced Feb. 27 to 7 minutes before 
midnight, to depict the growing concerns about nuclear 
weapons and their potential for devastation. 

Houston Chronicle establishe~ by historic figure 
Continued from Page 2----------
nal from Pulitzer's brother and dropped Morning from 
the title. 

Circulation plays an important role in a newspaper's 
life. Hearst and Pulitzer realized the need for readers and 
competed with each other for them. 

Shortly after Hearst had established his name in news
papers, a newspaper was founded in Houston. In 1901 
Marcellus E. Foster was at the oil strike of the famous 
Spindletop oil field in Beaumont. 

According to <www.houstonchronicle.com>, Foster 
purchased an option on the well for $30 and then sold it a 
week later for $5,000. Within days he collected $20,000 
from investors, rentt!'d a three-story building at 1009 Texas 
Ave. and began his paper, the Houston Chronicle, which 
sold for 2 cents a copy. By the end of·its first month in 
print, circulation had reached 4,378. 

It took only three years for the Chronicle to expand 
with a Sunday edition which included 44 pages of news . 
and four pages of comics in color. Soon the paper out-

grew its small birth place. In 1908 Jesse H. Jones, the 
leading builder in the area, exchanged constructing a 10-
story building for an interest in the Chronicle. When Fos
ter decided to sell the paper,in 1926, Jones was eager to 
purchase it. When Jones died in 1956, the ownership was 
transferred to Houston Endowment Inc., a charitable foun
dation started by Jones and his wife. 

According to the Houston Chronicle's Web site, the Tax 
Reform Act of 1969 forced the organization to sell the 
paper in 1986, when it was purchased by the Hearst Cor
poration for $415 million. 

The Hearst Corporation cuitently owns 12 daily news
papers, 18 weekly newspapers and 15 U.S. consumer 
magazines. 

Pulitzer and Hearst are only two men in a large group 
of contributors to journalism and the Chronicle is only 
one 'paper of thousands nationwide. 

Newspapers have provided a service· to the American 
people for decades, but what role they will play in the 
future remains a question. 
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Student forum ends 
in vigorous debate 
By .DANIEL K. LAI 
Staff Reporter 

The Student Concerns Forum which took place March 
7 in the auditorium of the College of the Mainland Leam
ing Resources Center, allowed students to speak their 
minds about various topics of concern. Present to answer 
the students' questions were Pamela Davenport, vice presi
dent/dean of Student Services, and Dr. Henry D. Pope, 
vice president/dean of College and Financial Services. 

Tension filled the air as several students voiced con
cerns about current parking lot problems, handicapped 
parking spaces, food distribution and fund-raisers held in 
the COM Student Center. 

Perhaps the most controversial argument arose when 
several students complained about the regulation of food 
products as a fund-raiser in the Student Center. Students 
argued it is unfair that they cannot sell any type of food in 
the Student Center with the excepfion of baked goods, 
cookies and popcorn. 

Dr. Pope was firm in his belief that the new food con
tract with Brown Food Services is very fair to student 
fund-raisers as well as to Jeff Brown. Dr. Pope explained 
that having a hot food service is a money-losing invest
ment and if students try to compete with Brown Food 
Services by selling food products for fund-raisers, those 
sales would be unfair economically to Brown. 

Students complained that Brown Food Services does 
not keep the cafeteria open fpr night classes. Dr. Pope 
said at one time it was open and statistically it was not 
being used. Dr. Pope sugg'ested if stude.nts would like to 
have an event where food needs to be served or catered as 
a function, to cater through Brown Food Services. Dr. Pope 
extended an invitation to students who have a problem 
with the food service to come to any future meetings of 
food services and address the situation. The revised food 
contract explains the only items that can be sold in the 
Student Center by students are baked goods and popcorn. 
Dr. Pope also added if students are to engage in_ fund
raising for whatever reason, the organization has to go 
through proper authority and procedures. 

One concern of a representative of Career Services was 
the need for COM to build a new parking lot. Dr. Pope 
addressed and assured students he was working on a plan 
which he will present to the COM Board of Trustees at 
the April or May Board meeting to begin bidding on con
tracts to construct a new parking lot. His projected goal is 
to begin construction on COM's new parking lot in May 
and to be open for use between the end of the spring and 
beginning of summer classes. The new parking lot will 
be located by the TechnicalNocational Building. 

Another concern a representative of Career Services 
raised was the enforcement of speed limits in the parking 
lots and on the streets surrounding COM. Dr. Pope could 
not offer much advice on that subject other than that he 
will pass the concern along to the city police department 
and the COM police officers. 

Some students were concerned with the lack of handi
capped parking spaces and the fact that sev@ral students 
who are not handicapped park in the restricted spaces. 
Dr. Pope explained that COM complies with the number 
of handicapped parking slots the state requires for new 
parking lots, and he further explained that COM cannot 
arbitrarily increase handicapped parking. (The number of 
handicapped parking spots COM ha~ is in compliance with 
the regulations.) 

Davenport was asked what the Administration Team is 
doing to make COM a more student friendly campus. 
Davenport cited several plans the team currently is work
ing on including writing grants, staffing a full-time Infor
mation Center, staffing the Advisement Center with ad
visers, renovating the Administration Building and reor
ganizing Stud.ent Services. 

Although the forum failed to please many students, in
cluding a few who walked out in the middle, it was suc
cessful in bringing to light valid problems students would 
like to see corrected in the future. 
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TeIDpler committed to college-goals 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Staff Reporter 

From artist to teacher to vice president, Dr. James 
Templer has led a solid life committed to education. 

Originally from Uvalde, Dr. Templer came to Col-
. lege of the Mainland in 1976 with a master of fine 

arts degree looking for work and was hired as a COM 
art professor. He taught art at COM until January-2000 
when he was given the opportunity to become a vice 
president at COM. 

Dr. Templer believes the title of vice president is a 
much bigger challenge and much more responsibility 
in the field of education. As vice president, Dr. 
Templer has aided the COM community by playing 
significant roles in the assessment process, beginning 
plans to establish a college site in League City as well. 
as other significant organizational changes he believes 
will benefit the college. • 
· Dr. Templer is in charge of instruction at COM. Be
sides ~tudents; this encompasses 90 full- time faculty 

and 200 part-time faculty members. In
struction is divided into three areas: 
academic, which includes all transfer 
courses, workforce education; and con
tinuing education including non-credit 
courses, training for a job, skill upgrad
ing or. personal pleasure. These areas 
bring in more than 3,000 students a 
year. Because of the workload and re
sponsibility Dr. Templer has, he also 
works with two other vice presidents. 
Each vice president has his or her own 
associate vice presidents. Dr. Templer 
has five associate vice presidents. 

Dr. Templer initially decided to get 
into the education fiel'd.,pecause of the 
low income that plagues an artist's tal
ent. He felt that as an artist it was im
possible to make a decent living and 
decided a good way to make a living, 
as well a_s learn, was to teach art. He 
believes teaching art challenges the 
teacher, exposes him or ·her to new 
ideas and provides a good living. "Fi
nancial freedom aliows an artist to 
paint what he wants to paint," Dr. 
Templer said. He also enjoys educa
tion because of the freedom, creativ
ity and free time. Dr. James Templer 

As for his future outlook and plans 
for COM, Dr. Templer_ has several 
hopes and aspirations. He wants to get Dr. Templer attended several univer

sities for his college degrees includ-
ing Southwestern University in Georgetown, Texas, 
University of Texas at El Paso and East Texas State 
University in.Commerce, where he received both his 
bachelor of iine arts and master of fine arts degrees. 
Most recently Dr. Templer attended the University 
of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston where he re
ceived his doctorate in medical humanities and arts 
and visual studies. 

Since becoming vice president at COM, Dr. 
Tempter's responsibilities have increased dramati~ 
call y. Instead of teaching a classroom of students, he 
is now in charge of all of the education at COM. 

a well-established COM site in League 
City as well as continue the site at Clear Creek High 
School, incorporate Galveston County into a county 
community college district, increase the number of 
students in the community colleges in the county to · 
at least 8,000 to 10,000 in the next 10 years, begin 
building new buildings at COM including an Emerg- t 

ing Technology Center, a Continuing Education Build
ing, a new Math/Science Building and an Art Com
plex Building. His biggest goal is to create a distance 
education plan that wiU reach out to all people in the 
county anytime, a "teach anywhere anytime" 
concept,Templer said. 

Recruiter seeks-to expa~d enrollment 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

In a never-ending battle to recruit students, College of 
the Mainland brought on board Jimmy Ramos as a full- · 

Jimmy Ramos, COM's new bilingual recruiter, sits in 
his office, located in the Administration Building. 
Ramos joined the Strategic Enrollment Management 
Team this past fall and plans to actively promote COM 
within the community. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

time employee last fall. Ramos, a former La Marque High 
School teacher, filled the position of bilingual recruiter 
on the COM Strategic Enrollment Management Team. 

In a community that is vastly Hispanic, Ramos' knowl
edge of the inner workings of the high schools, together 
with his bilingual speaking abilities certainly will help 
lend credibility to his position. 

Ramos intends to be a visible presence in all the area 
schools, along with local businesses and civic organiza
tions. He hopes to have the bilingual recruitment program 
running as a "well-oiled machine within three to five 
years." 

Although COM maintains a large presence in the tech
nical and nursing fields, offering a vast number of two
year degrees, Ramos also intends to stress the academic 
attributes of COM to future college students in the area. 

"It is a myth that COM core academic hours don't trans
fer,'.' Ramos said. "I plan to dispel that rumor." He also 
asked if COM hours don't transfer as some people claim, 
then why-do so many students from four-year universities 
study _at COM during the summer sem~sters? 

The plain truth is, Ramos said, that a college degree, 
whether jt be a two-year technical degree or a two-year 
associate's degree, is what a person needs in life, and that 
is what he intends to stress to students. 

Even as early as at the elementary school level, Ramos 
intends to make his message clear to students about the 
need for attending college, and he hopes to be able to "plant 
the seed of higher education" in area sahool children as 
early as possible during their formative years. 

Mona Marshall, (left) art professor, and Debra Rueb 
local artist, talk in the COM Art Gallery while standing 
in front of Rueb's "Tammy is on Time." Rueb's ex
hibit, part of FotoFest 2002, will show at COM through 
April 14. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Art exhibit presents 
many puzzling photos 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

It.is said that a picture is worth a thousand words. In 
the art exhibit English L(!sson by Debra Rueb, each pic
ture is literally worth less than seven words. 

The exhibit, opened March 4 with a reception for the 
artist and a brief lecture by Rueb, will run through April 
14 at the College of the Mainland Fine Arts Gallery. 

For the person who is not a real fan of stereotypical 
museum art, Rueb's series of photographs can also be 
viewed as a game (as long as you do not cheat and look at 
the title of the piece), to see if you can guess the title of 
the picture. 

All of Rueb 's pictures depict what she calls "a diagram 
diptych," (a picture of Tammy acting out a metaphor, 
cliches or pun). For those not familiar with Tammy, she is 
a children's doll similar to Barbie, but with more realistic 
features and proportions. 

Rueb's idea behind her artwork actually is a game. She 
lets Tammy act out different metaphors, cliches or puns; 
then the viewer looks at the picture and from that tries to 
figure out the title of that particular piece of art. How
ever, just in case playing games or trying to figure out a 
riddle is not the viewer's forte, Rueb also supplies a pic
t?gram of the title. The pictogram, with words and pic
tures, is much easier for the average person to understand. 

This may be one of the only art exhibits where laugh
ing at the artist's work is good. "lfl hear laughter, I know 
people are getting something out of my work," Rueb said. 

This year Rueb, together with Tammy and all her 
friends, also are a part of FotoFest 2002, which includes 
not only the COM Art Gallery but galleries from all of 
Houston and the surrounding areas. 

The COM Fine Arts Gallery is open Mondays and 
Thursdays, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m.; and Saturdays, noon to 3 p.m. The gallery also will 
open Thursday through Saturday from 7 to 8 p.m. and 
Sunday from 1:30 p.m: to_ 2:30 p.m. 

For additional information contact the gallery at ( 409) 
938~1211 or toll free 1 (800) 258-8859, Ext. 354. 



... Children frolic at': ··· 
carniyal of careers 

:-~: . . . . ·. 

i By KRISTY ROBERTS 
.tµsistant Edi.tor 

.•. ·-

........ · What <Went ;n bting school children back Jo 
ichool~ on their own time, ~ith smiles on. the.it 

··•·· faces?Qnlytheannual Careet'Carnlval at Texas· 
City High S.chool <:an provi9e that much fun, 

❖ where children learn without realizing it. .·.· 
Many community businesses were . presept. 

...... First Clloice Power, also known a$ Texas-Ne\\( 
'" Mexico .Power.Company, was there to dazzl~ the 
❖ hundreds of children and adults alike with the.· 
hazards of live power lines. Power line workers 
Tommy Simmons, Faite Wtlliams. Brfan Woodall 

. and. Mike Thibodel\UX amazed people by setting 
tree limbs. helium balloons and kite strings ablaze 
the way they would catch on fire if they were to 
come in contact with a live power line. 

Sandy Ricbook also made ller annual appear
ance, this time.ad!)med with a prebensile tailed 
skjnkr the largeit of the skink (targe lizards) fam
ily from the Solomon Islands in the South Pa
cific. Rickbook. amphibian and reptile curato£ at 
Moody Gardens, has always been able to get a 
reaction (usually running away scared) from the 
chlldren and adults. too, with her array of rep-
tiles. • 

This year College of the Mainland made a large 
contribution to the carnival by sending students 
and professors to fill five of t~e booths. Students 
Andrew FolsfandTerrelle S~nser, from the Pro
cess Technology Department, showed how the 
cooling towers at chemical refineries operate to 
keep the refinery process safe. 

Coleena Jackson, a graphic arts professor, dis
· played many of the compliter~created works of 
the graphic arts department. 

Shannon Roberson and Jeanette Stephens, ~oth 
students of the associate degree nursing program 
were available, with stethoscopes in hand, so 
children could hear their own heartbeats. • 

Joan Mader and Tom Hawkins, nursing pro
fessors, represented the Emergency Medical Ser
vices Department. together with Cissy Matthews, 
airector of EMS and Health Occupations. 

Mike Thibo'deaux (left) ·and Brian Woodall, 
1 both of Texas-New Mexico Power Company, 

teach children and adults about the hazards • 1 

of touching power fines by setting various 
items ablaze. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) L __ 

Flu symptoms could be chronic fatigue 
By JENNIFER DEMETRIOS 
Staff Reporter 

Chronic Fatigue Syndrome is a disorder that sneaks up 
on sufferers by imitating the flu. It zaps their energy mak
ing it a chore to simply pick up a phone. Sufferers often 
are misdiagonsed because the syndrome mimics the flu•. 

March was CFS Awareness Month, bringing attention 
to the necessity of receiving a correct diagnosis, as well 
as giving insight into the disorder. 

There is a great deal of debate as to how to define CFS. 
A tentative definition has been made that may be useful 
in further study of the disorder as well as in diagnosis. 

To be diagnosed with CFS, a person must meet two 
criteria, according to the National Center for Infectious 
Diseases. 1) The person must have suffered from severe 
chronic fatigue for a six-month period or longer with no 
other diagnosed medical conditions present and 2) must 
exhibit at least four of the following symptoms. 

These CFS symptoms are short-term memory problems; 

impairment in concentration; sore throat; tender lymph 
nodes; muscle pain; multi-joint pain without swelling or 
redness; headaches of a new type; unrefreshing sleep; and 
severe fatigue lasting more than 24 hours. 

CFS affects all racial and ethnic groups and both sexes . 
However, a San Francisco study on CFS found that a CFS
like disease is most prevelant in women, among people 
with houshold incoines under $40,000 and among Afri
can Americans. The disorder is least detected in Asians 
and Caucasians. Adolescents do not have immunity to this 
disorder, but few studies have shown them to have CFS. 

Viral infections, stress and toxins have been presumed 
to be possible causes of CFS. However, the cause or causes 
remain under speculation. 

If fatigue has persisted for more than six consecutive 
months, if it is not relieved by sleep and is accompanied 
by flu-like symptoms as well as memory problems, treat
ment may be needed to see if CFS is the culprit. · 

Specific questions regarding CFS shoulc.f be discussed 
with a physican, or the local or state.health department. 

Sa~ Houston State partners with COM 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

A partnership was forged March 4, including Sam 
Houston State University in Huntsville, College of the 
Mainland, British Petroleum, the city of Texas City and 
The British Petroleum Foundation in London. 

The groundbreaking ceremony for the Environmental 
Technology Development Center began with Carlos 
Garza, mayor of Texas City, as the master of ceremony. 
Dr. James Gaertner, president of SHSU; Dr. Homer M. 
"Butch" Hayes, president of COM; Jimmy Haley, presi
dent of the Texas City/La Marque Chamber of Commerce; 
Walter Treybig, plant manager of Sterling Chemicals; and 
many of the COM- Board of Trustees members were 

- among the people present for this event. 
The test site will afCOmmodate research in the envi

ronmental sciences, such as environqiental management, 
biology, chemistry and process technology. 

The Texas City area is heavily inundated with chemi
cal and petroleum refineries, which makes this the per-

feet location to study soil remediation using natural re
sources. "There will be no toxic chemicals used or stored 
at the test site," Dr. Hayes said. 

The test site will contain gardens, ponds, a greenhouse 
and a small building for research. The research personnel 
and graduate students, who will control the test site, will 
be provide? by SHSU. Although staffed by SHSU, this 
merger will enable COM students to join in and help with 
the research that is to be performed both at the ·test site 
and at the local refineries. 

COM leased the land, which contains the test site, to 
SHSU for a period of 10 years. "There are also two addi
tional two-year leases, so SHSU could run .the test sit~ for 
a period of 14 years," Dr. Hayes said. After that the test 
site, together with all improvements, will revert to COM. 

The site will be funded by private donations, and by 
~HSU through their National Science Foundation Grant. 

At this time no firm plans to build a permanent building 
with classrooms exist. However, there are tentative plans 
for a building to be constructed on another portion of the 
campus within the next three years. 

Exercise produces more than physical pain 

Randy 
Goode 

Maybe I' m just a little naive, but when I started 
exercising again I didn't expect all the unforeseen pain. 
I'm not talking about the sore muscles or other physical 
aches that plague my body most of the time. And I'm 
not talking about the pure exhaustion from running or 
the excruciating joint pain after a particularly long bike 
ride. I am referring to the little pains that seem to go 
with exercising on a daily basis. . 

First there is laundry. I can't believe how mµch extra 
stuff I have to wash on a daily basis as a result of my 
workouts. I have a collection of T-shirts, sweatpants, 
socks and misc. clothing that I thought I would wear but 
didn't. For instance, the tie-dye jersey looked great on 
the manikin, but when f stretch the fabric around my 
bulging waist it loses some of its cool symmetry. 

There also has been a fair amount of pain at the pool. 
My gym has a 25 meter pool with three lanes, and 

inevitably there is a family outing going on when I get 
there. Mom antl Dad have the outside lanes while the 
four kids hog the middle one. I don't mind waiting for 
someone to finish a workout but hanging on the lane 
dividers while d·iscussing dinner plans for 20 minutes 

really hacks me off. 
By the way, the range on those blaster water guns is 

incredible, and I think they should be banned from the 
swimming area. Those things could put an eye out! 

The weight room is another classic place for pain·. I 
don't mean heaving the iron; I'm talking about getting 
to the iron. The same muscle-bound geek is always 
there no matter what time I go in. Does this guy wait 
around the comer until l get there, or is he hired by the 
gym to make it loo.k like they have a lot of members? I 
once asked the guy after 15 sets if he was finished with 
the bench press. He gave me the evil eye, so I don't use 
the bench press anymore. 

What about the people on the indoor track? You know 
their faces well because they are "going the wrong way 
on the track. Is their need to be different so great that I 
have to worry about clobbering the little old lady with 
the hand weights as I go around every comer? Toe guy 
who runs as 1oudly as he can bothers me, too. I'd like to 
tell him that panting and grunting noises are not 
neccesary when lapping me for the third time. His clip 
clop footsteps are plenty warning that he is on the way. 

Getting to gym has become a problem as well. While 
walking my three miles on the treadmill, I wonder to 
myself, "Why did I bother to drive 1 1/2 miles to get 
here?" On the other hand, when I'm on the stationary 
bike and someone changes the TV channel to golf, I 
cringe as I calculate how much longer I will be there. To 
me, being forced to watch golf is not just painful, it is 
torture. 



Page 6, March/April 2002, InterCOM 

Campus Life 

Erdia Page, an_ international student from Indonesia, speaks at the Multicultural Luncheon Feb. 28 held in the 
Student Center. An international meeting, sponsored by the Multi-culture Team, will be held April 5 from 6:30-9 
p.m. in the Student Center. (Photo by Tara Land) 

30 lunch guests model COM's diversity 
By OLA KAREEM 
Staff Reporter 

A display of College of the Mainland's diversity was 
shown Feb. 28 at the Multicultural Luncheon held in the 
Student Center. This event, organized by the Student Ac
tivities Board and chaired by Emilio Vega, brought an 
array of international foods to the attention of many. 

The KuKu Sabzi, a Middle Eastern food meaning green 
vegetables, brought by math Professor Ali Ravandi, was 
complimented throughout the luncheon along with Elias 
de la Cerda Jr. 's Mexican cajeta, milk candy. De la Cerda 
is a former lnterCOM editor. Patricia Jackson, director of 
Career Services, contributed Jamaican dishes consisting 
of jerk pork and ja bread. ·' 

"Even though it's my first time to attend," said Oscar 
Hernandez, adjunct Spanish instructor, ''I think it's very 
good for all cultures to come together and enjoy all the 
foods present." 

During the luncheon Vega thanked everyone for com
ing and passed the microphone around for all to intro
duce themselves and state what they brought. 

The international students talked about their countries 

and the differences between their cultures and that of the 
United States. A difference between Angola, Africa, and 
the United States, according to Etianete Sardinha, a COM 
international student from Angola, is that Angola has nei
ther stop signs nor speed limits. She said the reason for 
this is that the people won't pay attention to those spe
cific regulations. Sardinha also saio that the luncheon "was 
very interesting, and I really liked it." 

Although 50 guests were expected for the event, ap
proximately 30 attended. "I think it's one of the most won
derful things that occurs at COM," said Alice Whistler, 
COM Amigos adviser, "but I'm disappointed in the turn
out. We need more students, faculty and staff to come 
and learn about each other and our diversity." 

When the luncheon ended at 1:30, Maryann Urick, SAB 
adviser, announced that Friday, April 5, the Multi•Cul
ture Team will sponsor an international meeting for all 

. students, staff, faculty and community members to attend 
6:30-9 p.m. in the Student Center. People will be able to 
get together and display different things from their coun
tries, eat dinner and watch various kinds of entertainment. 

For more information, c'all Urick at (409) 938-1211 or 
toll free at 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

Laid-back cat makes COM theater debut 
By JENNIFER L. RUSSO 
Staff Reporter 

When Jack Westin started casting for The Diary of Anne 
Frank, now showing at the College of the Mainland Arena 
Theatre, the first role cast was Mouschi the cat. 

The Diary of Anne Frank is the story of two Jewish 
families, the Franks and the Van Daans, hiding out from 
the Nazis during World War II and the Holoc_aust. Mouschi 
was the cat the Van Daans brought into hiding. 

"People who owned cats said it couldn't be done," 
Westin said about using a real cat in the play. "Cats and 
theater generally don't mix." Westin added, "For a long 
time we entertained the idea of using a fake cat. Then 
Wydell Dixon [ manager of Whiskerville Animal Shelter] 
called offering to supply a properly trained animal." 

Her solution was Margot, one of the many pets Dixon 
has rescued from the streets. At the time Margot was res-

cued, "she was pregnant and literalJy starving to death," 
Dixon said. Now five years later, she is starring in Th_e 
Diary of Anne Frank. All other pets, including kittens, 
residing at the Whiskerville Animal Shelter, located at 
2122 17th Avenue North in Texas City are still in need of 
a good home. 

This is Margot's first foray into show business, and she 
handles the rigorous schedule well giving a moving per
formance. She never meows her opinion. 

Opening night for The Diary· of Anne Frank was April 
4. Performances continue Thursdays through Saturdays 
at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. through April 28 at 
COM'sArena Theatre: The Biggest Li'l Theatre in Texas. 

For ticket information and reservations, phone ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 

For more information about the Whiskerville Animal 
Shelter, phone the shelter at ( 409) 789-7111 or visit 
<www.whiskerville.org>. 

Chicken bowlers 
win gift certificates 
By OLA KAREEM 
Staff Reporter 

Last semester students bowled with turkeys, but this 
semester chickens were the lucky food of choice. The 
College of the Mainland Students for Christ club orga
nized the Chicken Bowl outside the Administration Build
ing March 28. 

Three teams of five competed. Some of the people in
volved just happened to be walking py while Qthers knew 
about the bowl beforehand and formed groups. Geneva 
Murphy, Juan Diaz, Jason Marks, Richard Allen and this 
reporter made up Team 1. Team 2 consisted of Heather 
Dunsqeapb, Mellisa Trahan, Syl'via Jackson, Jean Ander
son and Kelly Frame. The last team, Team 3, consisted of 
Tara Land, Michael Selinidis, Stephanie Greer, Aurora 
Gonzalez and Sarah Stafford. 

T9 give all bowlers a little motivation, Tammy Stafford, 
the Physical Education Team program assistant and Stu
dents for Christ adviser, announced the prizes. First place 
winners would each walk away with a $10 gift certificate 
to Wal-Ma.rt and SAM's Club; a $5 gift certificate to Hol
lywood Video would be awarded to each second place 
winner; and third place winners would each receive a bag 
of Lays Potato Chips, donated by Frito Lay. 

At approximately 12:45 p.m. the chicken bowling be
gan. The five players on each team could bowl only three 
times each. Team 1 was the first to knock down pins-2 
liter soda bottles filled with cat litter. Then after about 
three or four attempts Team 3 knocked down four pins, 
one more than Team 1 had knocked down. At this point 
Team 2 badn 't knocked down any pins. About two more 
minutes into the game Team 1 knocked down one more 
pin; now Team 1 and 3 were tied. Then to everyone's sur
prise Team 2 knocked down four pins, and everyone yelled 
with excitement. 

Now every person on each team bad bowled three times 
apiece except for Team 1, so Diaz of Team 1 bowled the 
chicken knocking down three pins, and Team 1 won the 
spot for first place with 7 points. 

Because Teams 2 and 3 were still tied, Stafford in
structed both teams to bowl one more time, ignoring pre
vious points. Unfortunately, Team 2 didn't knock down 
any pins. Then Land of Team 3 knocked down five pins. 
Team 3 conquered second place with 5 points while Team 
3 took third place. Unlike last semester there were no score 
keepers; each team kept up wi~h its own score. 

"The purpose of this event was fellowship," Stafford 
said. "We had a variety of students· to participate and all 
had fun." 

The chickens used in the Chicken Bowl -were skinned, 
washed thoroughly and barbecued for the Students for 
Christ meeting Tuesday, April 2. Students, faculty and staff 
were invited. 

For more information about Students for Christ, con
tact Stafford at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext 417. 



Employees of the COM custodial staff gather for a photo outside the Maintenance Building. The custodial staff is 
responsible for keeping the hallways, restrooms and classrooms clean and supplied.(Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Critics unable to sway Board members 
Continued from Page 1 -------------,
them in public and hear from students, staff and commu
nity members in public.''. 

After the three-hour meeting, the Board voted unani
mously, 7-0, to grant Dr. Smith his ienure. 

Before the Board of Trustees allowed the opeamicro
phone, Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes, president of COM, out
lined the six criteria a faculty member must demonstrate 
to be awarded tenure . . 

· The criteria include: planning of instruction; experimen
tation with instruction; field experience; profess'ionalism; 
improvement in instruction; and demonstrating how the 
faculty member aligns himself or herself with the mission 
statement of the college. The Board made it clear that Dr. 
Smith's tenure would be judged on whether or not he had 
met the criteria, not his political beliefs. Supp~rters and 
critics of Smith were given three minutes each to present 
their cases. 

Several students speaking in favor of the professor tes
tified to the Board how Dr. Smith had changed their lives 
and their way of thinking, not by brainwashing, but by 
allowing them to leave his class with an open mind. 
• Carol Voight, a chemistry student at COM and vice 

president of COM Student Government, told the Board: 
"I am neither young, dumb nor stupid. I am certainly not 
gullible, and I am not manipulated by anyone." 

Support for Dr. Smith did not stop with students. COM 
employees Patricia Jackson, director of Career Services, 
and Dr: Ali Rav an di, math professor, spoke in favor of Dr. 
Smith's tenure, as did several citizens of Galveston County. 
, "A free and open exchange of ideas in the classroom is 
necessary for the growth of democracy," JoAnn Gavin, a 
local citizen, argued. 

The· support for Dr. Smith did not sit easily with his 
critics. They took interest in Dr. Smith after his guest col
umn appeared in the Galveston Daily News on Sept. 20 
following Sept. 11. His article suggested it was not neces-

sary for the United States to drop atomic bombs on Japan 
to end World War II. Also, several veterans were irritated 
with the actions of Dr. Smith's students, who handed out 
fliers Nov. 8 during the COM Veterans Day observance. 
The fliers advertised a demonstration-in Houston against 
the war in Afghanistan. 
· A few minor outbreaks of decorum from both sides in

terrupted the meeting as Dr. Smith's critics argued that 
the profess9r was brainwashing students with commu
nism. His critics said he was abusing academic freedom 
by taking advantage of his authority as a teacher in citing 
his views. 

Dr. Smith defines academic freedom as "the freedom 
to teach, research and communicate one's views without 
fear of retaliation." 

Richard Cartwright, a local citizen, accused Dr. Smith 
of being an atheist saying, "That's what they are.'' 

Former Galveston County Judge Ray Holbrook said: 
"It seems clear to me that Dr. Smith espouses a subver
sive, anti-captalist, anti-free enterprise philosophy that I 
believe is out of place in a public institution of higher 

· learning and is detrimental to the basis of our freedom in 
this country." 

After 32 supporters and 10 critics spoke, the Board was 
unswayed in its decision to grant Dr. Smith his tenure. , 

COM Board President Ralph Holm explained that he 
told veterans in December that Dr. Smith had applied for 
tenure. Since then Dr. Smith's critics have had the oppor
tunity to present evidence of professional misconduct or 
other disqualifing factors. "No facts were presented.'' 

Dr. Smith said none of his critics attended his classes 
even though the Board invited them to do so. "My critics 
couldn't really challenge my credentials as a teacher.'' 

COM Board member Don Criss explained that with 
three binders of evidence, Dr. Smith's application ex
ceeded the college's requirements and that there was no 
reason to deny him tenure. 

New computers, famous author to be part of l~brary's week-long celebration 
College of the Mainland will celebrate National Library 

week April 14-20. 
Michael Blake, author of Dances with Wolves, will speak 

April 16 at 5:45 p.m. in the Leaming Resources Center 

Auditorium, Room L-131. 
An introduction to the library's new computer class

room lab will be held on April 18 at 12:30 p.ni. All stu- . 
dents are invited to join in the festivities. 
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Physical plant staff 
deserve compliments 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

As students rush from place to place on campus through
out the day, most make use of the facilities without giv
ing a thought to who maintains them. 

The College of the Mainland custodial, maintenance 
and grounds staffs run efficiently under the direction of · 
Peter Early, director of COM Physical Plant 

Early took over as director of Physical Plant August 
2001, and with his crews assures that COM is a beautiful 
campus students, faculty and staff can be proud of. 

The physical plant consists of three departments: the 
maintenance staff who oversees all electrical, plumbing, 
air conditioning or heating problems; the grounds staff 
who keep the green areas; the pond, flower beds, shrubs 
and parking lots free and clear of any trash (which keeps 
the ducks and pigeons happy); and the custodial staff who 
are _always ,on hand to clean and vacuum the classrooms, 
empty the trash, vacuum the hallways, and most impor
tantly, clean the restrooms and replenish all the necessary 
supplies. Maybe if the custodial staff were assigned to 
clear the old fliers off the walls of the Leaming Resources 
Center, second floor, the walls would stay as neat as the 
restrooms. 

While rushing from class to class, if you happen to see 
a custodian, maintenance worker or grounds keepers, take· 
a minute to say thank you. They are truly the unsung he
roes of the COM campus. 

Diary of Anne Frank 
staged bx tal~nted cast 
Continued from Page 1 ----------
this dramatic story with the humor the characters bring to 
the play is well done. 

Shelley Molad who portrays Anne Frank said, "What 
people don't realize is there's so much humor in the play." 

The cast in addition to Molad includes Roger Stallings 
as Mr. Frank, Jacki Bynum as Mrs. Frank, Barry Cham
bers as Mr. Van Daan, Tim Evers as Peter Van Daan, Julia 
Jay as Mrs. Van Daan, Robert Judd as Mr. Dussel, Walter 
Mylett as Mr. Kraler, Francie Newsome as Miep, artd 
Molly O'Neal as Margot Frank. 

In addition to the talented people in the cast, is Margot, 
the cat (that is the cat's real name); she portrays Mouschi, 
the cat the Van Daans brought into hiding with them. 

When Westin started casting for The Diary of Anne 
Frank the first role cast was Mouschi. "Cats and· theater 
generally don't mix," Westin said. "Then Wydell Dixon 
[ manager of Whiskerville Animal Shelter] called offering 
to supply a properly trained animal.'' Margot never breaks 
character or misses a cue. 

Opening night for The Diary of Anne Frank is 8 p.m. 
April 4. Performances continue through April 28, Thurs
days through Saturdays, 8 p.m. and Sundays, 2:30 p.m. 
at COM's Arena Theatre. 

For ticket information and reservations, phone ( 409) , 
938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) Z.58-8859, Ext. 345. 

For more information on Whiskerville Animal Shelter 
phone ( 409) 789-7111 or visit <www.whiskerville.org>. 

Committee to choose winner 
Continued from Page 1 ----------
The committee will then tally and discuss the evaluations 
and choose the winner. Each student on the committe~ is 
assigned a professor to interview. At the banquet, each 
student will speak about his or her assigned professor. 

After the speeches are completed, Dr. James Templer, 
vice president/dean of Instruction, will present the Out
standing Teacher of the Year Award. 

The winner will receive $1,500 for professional devel
opment and represent COM as the Piper Professor Nomi
nee this year. 
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What's Happening 

COM reigns .in men's 3-on-3 basketball 

COM students Aurora Rodriguez, Adrianna Aguirre 
and Rachel Buchanan compete in the women's 3-on-
3 basketball tournament during the GCIC Sports Day 
held at San Jacinto College Central March 21. The team 
won second place. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

By OLA KAREEM 
Staff Reporter 

Once again College of the Mainland was victorious in 
the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day held 
March 21, bringing home first place, second place antl 
third place wins. , 

COM students Richard Goodnight, Mike Google, Toki 
Lewis and Joe Grant reigned in first place in the men's 
round robin 3-on-3 basketball tournament defeating GCIC 
colleges: Kingwood, Lee, Brazosport and San Jacinto 

North, Central and South. 
Sports Day was held on the San Jacinto College Cen

tral campus. Last semester it was held at COM. 
COM took second place in men's tennis, table tennis 

• and women's 3-on-3 basketball tournaments, defeating Lee 
and San Jacinto North and South. 

COM also-had two third place victories, one in softball 
and one in golf. 

Last semester COM took first place in softball and bas
ketball and second in 8-ball. 

Twelve events made up this year's GCIC Sports Day: 
volleyball, softball, men's and women's tennis, men's and 
women's racquetball, 8-ball, table tennis, men's and 
women 's 3-on-3 basketball, and men's and women 's golf. 

In order to take part in Sports Day, students were re
quired to compete in small tournaments in all events ex
cept softball and volleyball. Those two categories only 
called for tryouts. 

Preparation for competing studen_ts included practices 
Mondays and Wednesdays several weeks prior to the event. 
On Sports Day students had to be at COM by 7:30 a.m. to 
get on a college van to ride to San Jacinto Central. 

The nine colleges that took part ~ere COM, Brazosport, 
Kingwood, Lee, North Harris County, Wharton County, 
and San Jacinto Central, North and South. 

Thirty-two COM students participated in Sports Day, 
which is open to all students. 

-"I thought COM was represented very well," said 
Mary.ann Urick, coordinator of COM Recreational Pro
grams and Student Activities. 

This semester Butch Sutton, director of Recreation and 
Sports at San Jacinto.College Central and chairman of the 
GCIC althletic division, organized the event. Sports Day 
is hosted by a different college each fall and spring. 

For more information contact Urick at (409) 938-1211 
or toll free at 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext 418. 

Easter Bunny makes early visit to campu~ 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

Children's eyes grew wide and faces lighted up at the 
sight of the icing, jellybeans, sprinkles and other various 
goodies provided for decorating mounds of cookies ·and 
cupcakes. Balloons adorned the outside of the College of 
. the Mainland Gym March 23 at the annual Student Ac
tivities Board Easter Egg Hunt. 

SAB members under the supervision of Maryann Urick, 
coordinator-of Recreational Programs and Student Activi
ties, went out of their way to provide two hours of fun for 
the community children. _ 

SAB member Jenni Fisher took on the enormous task 
of baking all the sugar cookies that the children creatively 
decorated and later devoured. Fisher, together with Nicole 

Cotham, Michael Harris, Byron Hambrick, Pat Donoho 
and Zac Winn, all members of SAB, then proceeded to 
courageously lead three groups of 25 or more children on 
an Easter egg hunt. Cotham and Fisher with the 4 and 
under group; Hambrick with the 5- to 8-year-olds; and 
Winn with the older children, looked like Pied Pipers as 
they led their respective groups on the hunt for the ever
prized, candy-stuffed plastic Easter eggs . 

The morning hunt ended with prizes being given for a 
coloring contest (and every child had a different depic
tion of what color the Easter Bunny should be). Four chil
dren received large white furry (and shedding) stuffed 
Easter Bunnies. Jeremy Davis II won for the.2- to 3-year
olds; Mandi Montgomery won for the 4- to 5-year-olds; 
Mary Roberts won for the 6- to 7-year-olds; and Fendi 
Kerlegan won for the 8 and above category. 

Enthusiastic writers wanted for InterCOM staff 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Are you looking for a class that will improve your 
writing skill~? How about a class that will help you 
become a more well-rounded student? Or maybe 
you are looking to see your name in print? Then 
journalism is the class for you. , 

College of the Mainland journalism/<:ommuni
cation classes will be available during the Summer 
I session (May 28-July 5) to all students, even those 
who are not majoring in journalism. 

News Gathering and Writing I, COMM 2311, 
Index 2230, is available to students without writ
ing experience. Students also will need -to sign up 
for the lab, COMM 1129, Index 2219 which meets 
concurrently with COMM 2311, Mondays-Thurs
days noon-3:40 p.m. in the Learning Resources 
Center, Journalism Newsroom, Room L-246. Stu
dents with journalism experience may enroll in ad
vanced classes with the professor's permission. 

For more information, t:ontact Professor Astrid 
H. Lowery at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 314, e-mail: <alowery@com.edu>. 



Newspapers go online 
See Page2 

Speech professor 
struts his feathers 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

Ducks run rampant and are in abundance on the Col
lege of the Mainland campus, but never have students seen 
the likes of the duck that appeared to dance and entertain 
the audience at the Cinco de Mayo Fiesta May 2. 

Shortly after the Cinco de Mayo festivities began, who 
should appear but Phi Theta Kappa's Duck for a Day, 
speech Professor Roger Stallings. 

Stallings pranced around shaking tail feathers, mightier 
than any duck previously seen on this campus. 

Only Stallings would go one better and wtite an entire 
PowerPoint presentation, which he titled "pro-duck-live." 
Stallings created the PowerPoint presentation, in conjunc
tion with Duck for a Day, to help students with their final 
round of speeches. But having had Stalling's speech class, 
this reporter felt that simply staring at a grown man in a 
duck suit while giving a speech, would in itself relieve 
the pressure of standing in front of a class. 

The Duck for a Day contest i.s held annually by PTK 
members to raise money for various activities. This year's 
other duck candidates were Pam Davenport, vice presi
dent/dean of Student Services; Dr. David Michael Smith, 
government professor; Jeff Brown, Brown Food Services; 
and Butch Carr, COM Police Team Leader. 

Students were able to vote for their favorite duck can
didate by placing money or a pledge in the appropriately 
labeled jar for their candidate. Jars were placed through
out the campus in each of the major buildings. The last 
people to contribute .to the contest were the COM Board 
of Trustees members at their April 29 meeting. 

Speech professor Roger Stallings struts around dur
ing the Cinco de Mayo fiesta May 2. Stallings was cho
sen out of five contestants, by the student body to be 
the duck for a day. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

A year in review 
See Pages 6 & 7 

Bilingual Pages 
See Pages 8 & 9 
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TIPA Award-winner 

Local band Fated wins contest. From left Anthony Lai on rhythm guitar, Dexas Villareal on drums and Daniel K. 
Lai on bass guitar perform In the Battle of the Bands sponsored by SAB during the month of April outside the 
Learning Resources Center during College Hour. Fated performed April 11. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

.Local bands battle it out for top spot 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Staff Reporter 

A month-long battle was waged at College of the Main
land throughout April. The weapons? Guitars. The sol
diers? Musicians. The battle cry? "Rock and Roll!" 

But when the dust had settled and ears had stopped ring
ing, the judges had made their decision, the band Fated 
was given the $300 grand prize for Best in Show. 

The COM Student Activities Board sponsored the first 
annual Battle of the Bands contest held outside the Learn
ing Resource Cen~er every Thursday during College Hour 
throughout the month of April. 

Three bands out of five were chosen to compete against 

one another to "strut their stuff' for COM students, fac
ulty and staff as well as a panel of judges in hopes of 
winning $300. Each band signed a contract and received 
$100 for performing. 

As Fated opened the show on April 11 during College 
Hour, one could immediately tell the dramatic transition 
from punk rock to a more alternative/modem rock style. 
Opening with "Come Together" by The Beatles and con
tinuing onto Lynard Skynard's "Sweet Home Alabama" 
as well as mixing in some Creed, Green Day and original 
songs of their own including "Girl Next Door," "Perfect" 
and "Moment of You," Fated entertained a semi-large 
crowd of students, faculty and staff including a group of 

' See Local Page 11 

Heff el receives top honor by students 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

The annual College of the Mainland Employee Recog
nition Dinner was held April 26 at the Charles T. Doyle 
Convention Center in Texas City. The purpose of the din
ner was to honor COM employees for service to the col
lege and reveal the Outstanding Teacher of the Year. 

Honored this year as the Outstanding Teacher was James 
Heffel, music professor. 

The dinner began with a welcome by Ralph E. Holm, 
Board of Trustees president, who asked for a moment of 
silence to remember COM employees who have died. 
Holm ended his welcome by directing attendees to the 
buffet line. 

Jim Higgins, director of Public Information, entertained 
the audience with jokes and a game of Name that Tune. 
Seated at the winning table were COM employees and 
their guests Eric and Mary Ann Amelang, Georgiann and 

Robert Ross, Judy and 
Mike Pryor, Sally Austin 
and Dr. Henry Pope. Each 
person at the table walked 

· away with a $10 gift certifi
·cate to the Olive Garden. 

A contest of the best vin
tage clothing also was held. 
All of the attendees who 
dressed up as characters 
from another time period 
were judged. The winning James Heffel 
couple were Terry Kettler, 
criminal justice professor, who dressed up as Buddy Holly, 
and his wife Rosalie. The couple also won gift certifi
cates to the Olive Garden. 

After the meal, the Service Awards were presented by 
the COM Board of Trustees. Awards were given for five, 

See COM Page 11 
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Editorials/News 

Newspapers now on information highway 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Editor '.s Note: This is the final part of a three-part series 
on newspapers. 

Newspaper circulation has remained steady since the 
1950s although the U.S. population has been on the rise. 
With a decreasing number of people reading newspapers, 
how a(e newspapers going to survive? This is a question 
facing many editors and publishers. 

In an article by Frank Ahrens, a Washington Post staff 
writer, a lO cent increase for a single copy of the Post 
was announced in December 2001. This was the Post's 
first price increase since 1981 when the price rose from 
20 cents to 25 cents. The new price of the Post as of Dec. 
31, is 35 cents per issue. 

The price hike was "spurred by expansion costs and 
sinking advertising revenues," Ahrens said. "The Post, 
like most large newspapers, gets _?5 percent of its rev-
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enue from advertising sales; the bulk of the remainder 
comes from circulation revenues." 

A newspaper is a money-making enterprise and its sol
vency depends on advertising and circulation revenues. 
If newspaper sales are low, advertisers will withdraw their 
business. The newspapers then feel financial constraints 
in both areas of their income. 

The Post is not the only print media seeing a decline in 
income. Newsweek magazine, owned by the Post Co., 
saw a 24 percent decline in their advertising revenues from 
January to October 2001. The Post also saw a 13 percent 
decline, but they have been watching a yearly decline of 
about 19 percent over the past decade, Ahrens said. 

The Audit Bureau of Circulation reported in October 
2001 that the Los Angeles Times circulation dropped 4.9 
percent during the prior six-month period. The Times 
blamed the drop in circulation on a price increase from 
25 cents to .50 cents that went into effect July 2001, said 
Martha Goldstein, company spokeswoman. Goldstein re
ported a gain in circulation in the weeks following Sept. 
11. The Times, however, is not the only newspaper see
ing a steady decline in circulation, she said. The Philadel
phia Inquirer lost 8.8 percent of their readers. 

The Internet also may have some impact on the steady 
decrease in newspaper readers, according to an article by 
Marty Bread, staff reporter for Media Life. The article is 
titled "20-somethings fleeing papers for the Web: Mucho 
big headache, with no solution in sight, newspapers are 
losing their young readers to the Internet." A study by 
Forrester Research revealed that people ages 20 to 29 pre
fer Internet editions of newspapers over print newspapers. 
Less than 30 percent of those questioned "would rather 
read print newspapers or magazines than online newspa
pers or magazines." 

The study also reported that 75 percent of people in 
their 20s are more likely "to prefer the Internet as a source 
of information, such as news and classified ads." People 
in their 20s also have found that the Internet provides the 
same information they get in their print newspapers. 

Newspapers now face a choice: evolve or become ex
tinct. Many newspapers already run on the information 
highway of the Internet with easy-to-use Web sites. The 
New York Times, along with many other large newspa
pers, now offers online subscriptions at 
<www;nytimes.com>, as does the Houston Chronicle at 
<www.chron.com>. The Washington Post also offers 
online information on their Web site, 
<www.washingtonpost.com>. 

I 
Other larger news sources, such as CNN, also offer 

online information. CNN's Web site is <www.cnn.com>. 

Fulfilling education 
begins with art cla~s 
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Kristy 
Ro~rts ..... · 

I was assigned to report 011 this story from the 
perspective of a staff reporter.' However, after I spent 
weeks preparing for the Student Art Show, which was on 
display in the College of the Mainland Art Gallery 
through May 6, I took a more personal interest. 

COM art students are annually given the opportunity 
to display (and sell) artwork they have slaved over (and 
I do mean slaved over) during the semester. 

While attending COM, I have always taken these 
shows and the local art talent for granted as something 
that happens to co-exist with the rest of the students. But 
that changed this semester when I found out that in order 
to graduate I had to have a fine arts credit. Well, since I 
have never been able to draw even stick figures, I 
decided on what I thought was something more substan
tial than art: photography. 

So I enrolled in beginning photography. But what I 
thought would be a walk in the park, turned out to be 
one of the most difficult classes I have ever taken. 

Photography I, taught by photography and art Profes
sor Mona Marshall, turned into one of the most compre
hensive lessons of my life. With Marshall's guidance, I 
learned to view the world in an entirely different way: 
photographically. I learned just how important it is to 
captur~ expressions and actions together with the 
surrounding environment. I learned that my pictures 
should speak to anyone who looks at them. I also defy 
anyone who looks at the photographs hanging in the art 
gallery, to not consider them art. 

I also was privileged to participate in the advanced 
photo class' project for the Student Art Show: The Photo 
House. This house was a joint effort between ceramics 
and photography students. The outside of the house is 
covered with ceramic body parts, while the inside is 
covered with life-sized photographs. 

During this project, I gained a new respect for 
photographers who are truly artists. My partner, Andrea 
Pefia, and I spent more than nine hours taking pictures, 
developing, printing and mounting to perfection our 
portion of tilt house, never truly knowing what we had 
accomplished. But with the hard work of photo student 
and lab assistant Angie McClanahan and Marshall, we 
now have the house ready for viewing. 

I also have learned that with all the budget cutbacks 
(and we all know about the scholarships that were taken 
away from the COM art and music departments), that 
there is no life without art. Think about how boring life 
would be if e,verything in our lives were black and white 
(no photography pun intended). 

The sad world we live in has removed many art 
classes from children's schools, all in the name of 
TAAS. We are raising a society of children who will 
pass a TAAS test, but only after 12 years of practice. Yet 
they will not be able to think abstractly or imaginatively. 

I was reading an article in the Readers Digest called 
"Points to Ponder." In this article I came across a 
statement by Brad Ferren, president of Disney 
Imagineering R&D Inc., which was first printed by The 
New York Tunes. The statement reads: "Art, storytelling 
and humor are wonderful things. In a future when 
intelligent machines will reason and do our donkey
work, artists will become the most valued and irreplace
able of professionals--unique in an automated world. 
Painters, sculptors, writers, actors, architects, animators 
and even people who can decorate a decent_Easter egg 
will achieve unprecedented fame and fortune." 



Gene Alvarez (left) playing the part of the bailiff swears in the defendant Clifford Brown before the Honorable 
Judge Michele Betancourt. Her government classes staged two mock trials April 20 in the Learning Resources 
Center Auditorium. Brown was eventually found guilty as charged in his case. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Government classes stage mock trials 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

Hear Ye! tlear Ye! The College of the Mainland Crimi
nal Court is now in session. The Honorable Judge Michele 
Betancourt presiding. . 

These words rang loud and clear, many times, through
out the Learning Resources Auditorium Saturday, April 
20, when it was transformed into a criminal court of law. 

During the course of the day two mock cases, based on 
real cases, were tried with verdicts being rendered by sev
eral juries. The attorneys, bailiffs, witnesses, defendants 
and jury members were all students of COM government 
Professor Michele Betancourt. 

The first case tried, State of Columbia v. John Doe, in
volved the death of.a college student due to fraternity haz
ing. Appearing for the prosecution was Jason Gataka, and 
appearing for the defense, Stefanie Taylor. 

The trial was a learning experience in the criminal court 
system for all students who attended. However, the most 
memorable moment of this case was not the verdict, but 
the objection made by the defense counsel. Taylor, while 
trying to object to the way the state was questioning her 
witness, could not seem to remember the correct phrase 
(objection your honor, he 's badgering the witness). She 
stood up and made her objection of "objection your honor, 
he 's messing with my client." While that is not a valid 
objection in the legal world, the courtroom understood 
the objection; it also made for a bit of comic relief. 

There was no stopping the wheels of justice. Taylor 's 
client Chris Arch-er, played by Clifford Brown, was found 
guilty. Three separate juries were used for this case, and 
all three came back with the same verdict. He was found 
guilty of involuntary manslaughter and felony hazing. 
Archer received the maximum sentence of 16 years in 

prison and a $100 fine by the Honorable Judge Betancourt. 
While the first case took a more comedic approach to 

the judicial system, the second case looked more like the 
television show Law and Order. 

The second case, United States v. Martha Monroe, in
volved the prosecution of a woman who killed her hus
band and was pleading not guilty. Her defense was self
defense based on the "battered wife syndrome." 

Appearing for the people was this reporter, and for the 
defense Judith Hughes. This was a hard-fought case by 
both attorneys. Throughout the trial, many objections were 
made and fought out by and between both sides. 

All parties who participated in both cases, did so for 
the extra credit points. However, objection arguments in 
the second case became so heated that the Honorable 
Judge Betancourt side barred both attorneys and threat
ened to hold both in contempt and begin docking extra 
credit points if they did not direct the objections to the 
bench instead of to each other. 

When all arguments for the prosecution and defense 
were in, and closing arguments had been made, the juries 
began to deliberate. There were two juries for the second 
case. Both juri~s operated just like real juries asking for 
additional information and clarification on some of the 
legal issues. Neither of the juries took their jobs lightly, 
as a woman's life hung in the balance. 

After all the deliberations were finished, both juries 
voted 7-to-5 to acquit, which in the real w-orld meant it 
was a hungjury, and a mistrial would have been declared. 

Betancourt would like to see these mock trials continue 
at COM. However, she has decided to concentrate on one 
case next time. This would mean each case would con
tain a lead counsel and also have the benefit of co-coun
sel. In turn this should make the trial look even more like 
the real thing. 

Bike, swim, run for scholarships, cancer research 
The Ninth Annual College of the Mainland-Bay Area 

Triathlon sponsored by Memorial Hermann SportsCare 
and Webster Bicycle is scheduled for Saturday, May 25, 
beginning at 7:30 a.m. 

The triathlon, named for COM and Bay Area, is more 
commonly known as COM-BAT. 

Volunteers are needed to help mark the bike and run 
courses as well as to assist with the refreshment table at 
the finish line. Proceeds for this event are divided between 

COM scholarships and a cancer research organization. 
"It's a very exciting event and we expect to have 300 

participants," said Maryann Urick, coordinator of COM 
Recreational Programs and Student Activities. "All vol
unteers will receive a tank top shirt." 

The event is expected to end between 11 :30 and noon. 
Anyone willing to volunteer or want_ing to participate 
should contact Urick at (409). 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 418. 
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Self-mutilation affects 
1 in every 133 people 
BY JENNIFER DEMETRIOS 
Staff Reporter 

Self-mutilation is a disorder that causes an individual 
to solve problems by inflicting pain upon himself or her- . 
self. This may sound shocking, but self-mutilation or self
injury is a more common problem than most people real
ize. According to the International Child and Youth Care 
Network, it is estimated that one in every 133 people per 
year looks to a razor blade or a knife to solve a problem. 

The cycle usually begins in late childhood or early ado
lescence, according to the Care Network. Sufferers of self
injury are often abuse survivors, eating disorder suffer
ers, or drug users. The person comes from a background 
in which he or she has little or no control over a situation, 
such as being abused. Hurting themselves helps them to 
feel in control. Perfectionism and low self-esteem often . 
trigger self-injury. 

A self-injurer has rapid mood swings and suffers from 
depression. Dislike of one 's appearance and perfectionist 
tendencies also are warning signs that someone could be 
injuring himself or herself. 

According to the Web site Healthy Place.com, another 
theory as to why a person harms himself or herself is that 
the person feels powerless in certain areas of his or her 
life. Somehow self-injurers feel the situations are their 
fault and cut themselves as a form of punishment. An
other problem self-injurers deal with is feelings of worth
lessness. They believe that the only thing they can do right 
is injure their bodies. 

According to the Baylor College of Medicine, the meth
ods used to injure themselves vary among individuals. In 
mild cases, individuals will get multiple tattoos or 
piercings, or cut their arms with sharp objects. In more 
severe cases, self-injurers will carve deep into their flesh, 
or purposely get into life-threatening accidents. In even 
more extreme cases, they will perform amputations or cas
trations ~n themselves. 

In most cases suicide is not the goal of self-injury, but 
nevertheless, it is a dangerous possibility. Injuries can 
cause permanent scars and open sores can become infected 
from the use of rusty or dirty materials. Self-injurers risk 
the chance of contracting HIV or hepatitis. 

Self-injury can become an addiction. The struggle to 
stop is difficult because of the feelings of paranoia, irrita
bility and agitation self-injurers suffer while attempting 
to withdraw. According to the Care Network, self-injur
ing behavior lasts about 10-15 years and then dies out, 
but this fact must not be used as an excuse not to get help. 
Within that time frame, the emotional damage done can 
lead to devastating results and in some cases suicide at
tempts. Moreover, if the issues that trigger self-injury are 
not eliminated, self-injury can continue to be a problem. 

In most fases the family needs to intervene for the self
injurer to finally realize he or she has a problem. It must 
also be the self-injurer 's decision to stop the behavior, get 
to the cause of self-injury and learn how to break the cycle. 

· Treatment can include therapy and medications, such 
as Prozac, Zoloft or Paxil to soothe impulsiveness. 

Registration now open 
for summer, fall classes 

If you are interested in getting ahead, then summer 
classes at College of the Mainland are the answer. 

Summer campus and telephone registration began 
March 25. Summer I classes and late registration begin 
May 28. The last day for Summer I is July 5. 

Summer II classes and late registration begin July 8. 
Last day of Summer II is Aug. 16. 

The 8-week summer session registration and classes be
gin June 10. The last day of the session is Aug. 2. 

Registration hours are Mondays and Tuesdays, 8-7 p.m. 
and Wednesdays through Fridays, 8-5 p.m. 

For more information call the Admissions Office at 
( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 264. 
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Local shelter safe 
haven for animals· 
By JENNIFER L. RUSSO 
Staff Reporter 

Millions of cats and dogs in the Unifed States end up 
on the streets, and many of these animals starve to death. 
According to the Humane Society of the United States, 
animal shelters across the country take in 8 million to 10 
million cats and dogs each year. 

Many people notice this as a problem; some people 
complain and others question what can be done. Wydell 
Dixon has done something about it. She founded and 
manages a nonprofit animal shelter with a no-kill policy 
called Whiskerville Animal Sanctuary. 

While she is originally from Brazoria County, Dixon 
has lived much of her life in Texas City, where she re
sides now, along with her husband Lynn. She is retired 
after having worked at the Amoco refinery where her 
husband still works. During her 24-year career there she 
began trapping injured wildlife, which eventually led to 
her starting Whiskerville. 

The Dixons live at 212217thAvenue North, which just 
happens to be the address of the Whiskerville Animal 
Sanctuary which serves mostly cats and dogs. The first 
animal she took in 17 years ago is a cat named Amos, 
whom she kept as a family pet and still has. Dixon says 
they have had as many as 70 animals living there at one 
time. When asked how her husband feels about life at 
home and Whiskerville, Dixon explained, "He supports 
everything I do." 

Dixon recently lent one of her cats to the College of the 
Mainland Arena Theatre. Margo, the cat, made her the
ater debut playing Mouschi in COM's The Diary of Anne 
Frank and received great reviews. In fact when COM 
Theatre Director Jack Westin began casting the play, the 
first role he cast was Mouschi. Five years ago when Dixon 
rescued Margo, "she was pregnant and literally starving 
to death." 

Dixon has broadly defined goals for educating the pub
lic about spaying and neutering their pets. Dixon believes 
one of the main causes of pet overpopulation is irrespon
sible pet owners. She says, "Some people don't realize 
how important it is to spay and neuter their pet(s). 

From left Wydell Dixon, Shelly Molad holding Margo, the cat, and Richard Kotrla Dixon. The owner of Whiskerville 
Animal Shelter in Texas City, provided Margo for the COM production of The Diary of Anne Frank. At the shelter 
Drxon provides a home for more than 70 animals at a time. (Photo by Theater Department) 

"It's terrible how we treat stray animals in our commu
nity," Dixon says. "I'm working to get changes that will 
improve the lives of these animals. For example, at many 
animal shelters in our area there is no air conditioning or 
heating, no pharmacy, no medication administered, not 
even a bath or flea eradication." She mentioned places 
such as Joe Vickery Animal Shelter and the Galveston 
County Animal Shelter, which just recently became 
equipped with air conditioning. 

Dixon adds that many places euthanize "rescued" ani
mals after just three days if no one adopts them. "I think 
if people knew the number of animals ~illed by the 
Galveston County Health District each year, they'd be 
ashamed," she said. 

According to Dixon people can help by adopting a 

homeless animal, donating money or supplies, or just by 
educating themselves on the nature of the problem. 

Whiskerville is in need of volunteers and foster fami
lies that are willing to take in these animals which have 
been fortunate enough to find shelter in Dixon's sanctu
ary. She plans to start a feral (wild) cat trapping program, 
but w~l need help from the community. 

"You know if more of us get involved, the problem be
comes more manageable." Dixon added, "Some states 
have adopted a no-kill policy for all animals that are home
less. Austin is headed that way. Why can't we, an All
America City, be that for all members of our community?" 

For more information about the Whiskerville Animal 
Sanctuary and ways in which you can help, visit 
<www.whiskerville.org> or phone ( 409) 789-7111. 

Student assistant becomes lab coordinator ·• :ii llslt~lteirs availllilld r 1 

;1 1111meat.a:rea .&imeiess ·· By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

The College of the Mainland graphic arts department 
hired Brad Traylor as part of its permanent staff April 1. 
Traylor has been a student assistant at COM since 1999. 
He began his career as a student in the COM science de-

The graphic arts department added Brad Traylor to 
their staff April 1 as the new lab coordinator. Traylor 
previously had been the interim coordinator. He also 
is a COM graduate. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

partment, working for physics Professor Herman Trivilino. 
A native Texan, Traylor was born and raised on 

Galveston Island. Before coming to COM, he had been in 
the air conditioning and heating industry for 15 years. After 
years of having to deal with the 100 degree heat both out
side and in home attics, "I decided it was time to work 
with my brains and not my back," Traylor said. 

Traylor worked as a student assistant forTrivilino, while 
studying at COM. But after receiving his associate's de
gree in science, Traylor decided his love was not for sci
ence or math, but for computers. He was offered a tempo
rary position by graphic arts Professor Coleena Jackson, 
a member of the Performing and Visual Arts Team, and 
began working as the lab assistant. This spring he became 
a permanent part of the college staff as the graphic arts 
lab coordinator. 

While Traylor spends a great deal of his time on cam
pus in the graphic arts lab, he also is a family man. He has 
been married to Donna for one year and has three daugh
ters and one stepdaughter. 

Traylor not only is a good addition to the graphic arts 
department but also has been a great help to the joun_ial
ism staff. Last fall when the journalism news room re
ceived computers from the graphic arts department, 
Traylor'came through for the lnterCOM, and on his own 
time installed the new computers. On more than one oc
casion, when in a pinch, Traylor has helped the editors 

I 

and reporters work out software problems. 
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Low rent housing crucial for homeless 
Continued from Page 4 -----------
31,000 homeless. 

These figures may seem astounding, but to put them 
into a local perspective, in the greater Houston/Galveston 
ilrea, there are more than 1,750 homeless people in shel
ters. Surprisingly, there are no shelters for the homeless 
in the Galveston County area. Most transients are taken 
to shelters such as The Star of Hope Mission in Houston. 
These figures also do not include those who actually live 
on the streets and receive no assistance from shelters or 
other government programs. Even more staggering is the 
fact that of the more than 1,750 homeless people in this 
area, more than 490 are under the age of 18. 

These statistics may be hard for the average person to 
digest, especially when one sees statistics such as those 
published by The American Journal of Sociology in Janu
ary 1997. According to the journal the top 1 percent of the 
country 's wealthiest people have more wealth (they con
trol about 42 percent of the wealth), than the bottom 90 
percent of the people (they control only a mere 28 percent 
of the wealth). 

Considering the~e staggering figures and percentages, 
most would think permanent programs would have been 
implemented by the government earlier than 1987. But 
alas, it took until July 22, 1987, for the Stewart B. 
McKinney Homeless Act to be signed into law by Presi
dent Ronald Reagan. 

One of the bill's chief sponsors was then Sen. Al Gore, 
D-Tenn. While speaking on the Senate floor, Gore said, 
"(McKinney) is an essential first step towards establish
ing a national agenda for action to eradicate homelessness 
in America. No one in this body (Senate) should believe· 
that the legislation we begin considering today is anything 
more than a first step towards reversing the record increase 
in homelessness" (Congressional Record, p. S3683, March 
23, 1987). 

The first article of the McKinney act contains a descrip
tion and definition of homelessness. According to the act, 
a person is deemed homeless if he or she "lacks a fixed, 

regular and adequate nighttime residence or has a pri
mary residence that is: (a) a supervised publicly or pri
vately operated shelter designed to provide temporary liv
ing accommodations, or (b) an institution that provides a 
temporary residence for individuals intended to be insti
tutionalized, or (c) a public or private place not designed 
for, or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommoda
tion for human beings." 

The McKinney act has been amended several times 
since its inception in 1987. The changes have acted to 
broaden its outreach for affordable housing, welfare pro
grams and education of the homeless. 

In 1987 Congress authorized more than $1 billion for 
the program, for the 1987 and 1988 fiscal years. How
ever, only a total of $712 million was appropriated for 
those years. The programs under the McKinney act saw 
an all-time government spending high of $1.49 billion in 
1995 during the Clinton Administration. Since that time, 
spending for the homeless has been consistently cut back. 
In 1996 funds for the McKinney programs were cut by a 
total of 27 percent, with many programs such as adult 
education, the veterans reintegration project, and family 
support centers, just to name a few, being entirely done 
.away with. 

The growing_shortage of affordable rental housing to
gether with an increase in poverty are the two trends most 
responsible for the growing number of homeless in the 
area, according to the Star of Hope Mission in Houston. 
The missions definition ofbeing poor is "being an illness 
or a paycheck away from homelessness." 

Although the McKinney act was, and still remains to 
this day, a monumental piece of legislation, there is no 
sign of a permanent end to homelessness. 

According to the National Coalition for the Homeless: 
"It is clear that only by addressing the causes of 
homelessness-lack of jobs that pay a living wage, inad
equate benefits for those who cannot work, lack of af
fordable housing and lack of access to health care-will 
homelessness be ended." 

Nu~sing program granted own counselor 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

After attempting retired life for three months, Ann 
Cochran has returned to the work force as the counselor 
for College of the Mainland nursing program. 

Cochran spent 12 years working with nursing students 
at Universi'ty of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston. She 
served as the counselor for the work/school students, who 
are employees of the university wanting to attend school 
to earn degrees in nursing. UTMB pays for tuition and 
books, and gives time off with pay. • 

After spending three months at home living the retired 
life, Cochran realized she missed the nursing students and 
applied at COM. 

Although Cochran is not a nurse, she provides personal 

Ann Cochran has returned to the work force after a 
brief retirement. Cochran, although not a nurse, will 
provide counseling services for the nursing and pre
nursing students. (Photo by April Brandon) 

counseling for nursing and pre-nursing students and sets 
up workshops at COM which teach nursing students study 
and test-taking skills. Cochran's goal is to "ensure our 
students successful completion of not only COM classes, 
but also the state nursing boards." 

Cochran pointed out that many students are A students 
prior to enrolling in the nursing program, but once in the 
nursing classes, many students struggle. Her workshops 
are designed to help these students overcome the barriers 
they encounter in these classes. 

COM began looking for a counselor when Dr. Gay 
Reeves, interim director of the nursing program, wrote a 
grant requesting a counselor after a year of poor reten
tion of nursing students. Cochran hopes to contribute to 
increasing retention of nursing students. 

Cochran began her college career at Sam Houston State 
University in Huntsville and complete~ her bachelor's 
degree at University of Southwestern Louisiana in 
Lafayette (now Louisiana State University in Lafayette), 
where she obtained her teaching certificate. She spent the 
next 10 years teaching chemistry, physics and physical 
science at the high school level. Cochran then attended 
University of Houston-Clear Lake where she received her 
master's degree and her Licensed Professional Counse
lor certification. 

As a hobby Cochran enjoys making stained glass step
ping stones; she also enjoys bicycling and yard work. 
Cochran and her husband have two dQgs, Hannah, a 
golden retriever, and Jake, a pound puppy, 'and a cat, Kitty. 
She and her husband enjoy traveling the United States in 
their RV. Cochran says her favorite RV trips have been to 
the Oregon and Washington coasts. The couple and their 
pets love to camp out, but Cochran says her husband will 
camp out only "as long as it is in the RV." 

Cochran started her career at COM March 27 and loves 
the atmosphere. "The students, staff and faculty are so 
friendly," she said. 
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Student plans career 
in physical therapy 

Jesse Dodd 

By JENNIFER 
DEMETRIOS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the 
Mainland not only 
is a great commu
nity college but also 
a place to meet a va
riety of people . 
Though the campus 

is not large, one still does not have the opportu
nity to meet all who atteqd. Therefore, people get 
lost in the shuffle and miss out on meeting many 
of the interesting, friendly people. 

A person you may not have met but should 
know is 19-year-old Jesse Dodd. He has been at
tending COM for two years. Dodd was born in 
Freeport, June 23, 1982, and later moved to Santa 
Fe, where he graduated from Santa Fe High 
School in May 2000. 

After he finishes his fourth semester at COM 
in May, Dodd plans to transfer to University of 
Texas Medical Branch in Galveston to study for 
a career in physical therapy. Dodd decided on that 
profession because he finds helping people inter-· 
esting. "I know it is difficult to get, i volved in 
professional sports, and being a physical thera
pist allows me to be involved by h?lping people.'' 

He also is a black belt in Taekwondo. He ranked 
third in the world-in the14/15 year-old division, 
of the Sports Karate International Black Belt 
Competition held in Austin in 1997. 

Dodd became interested in Tae.kwondo because 
of a friend and studied it for six years. "I regret 
giving it up because I felt I could have been good 
enough to try out or at least go to the Olympics, 
but it kept me too busy from playing other sports." 

Dodd placed first in Texas four times in the 
Southern Organization of Competitve Karate and 
has more than 200 trophies and plaques for his 
accomplishments in Taekwondo. "I wasn't good 
at first, but after my dad helped me practice at 
least four hours a day, I got better." 

Like most teen-agers Dodd enjoys hanging out 
with his friends whom he visits frequently at their 
colleges. He finds friends to be the most impor
tant things a person possesses in life. 

He takes care of himself by working out daily, 
which he started at 16 as a way to boost his self
esteem. "My workout consists of cardio and 
weight-lifting, but I am more concerned with 
working out my upper body." He also plays in 
basketball tournaments at COM. 

. Dodd believes that former football and base
ball player Dion Sanders is a good role model 
because he "found God at a bad time in his life, 
which made me gain more respect for him." 

Sanders came to know God after he attempted 
to kill himself by driving his car off a bridge. 
Sanders realized that God had a purpose for him 
since he did not die in the accident and decided 
to spread the word of God. Dodd is non-denomi
national and has strong beliefs in God. 

Graduation set for May 10 
The College of the Mainland 2002 commencement will 

be held Friday, May 10, at 7:30 p.m. at the Galveston 
County Convention Center at Moody Gardens. The guest 
speaker will be Texas humorist Morris Eickenhorst. A 
reception wiJl follow in the Moody Gardens South lobby. 
For more information contact Connie Bardwell at (409) 
938-1211 or toll free (888) 258-8859, Ext. _470. 
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COM 2001-2002 A Year in Review 

lnterCOM 
Retrospective 

This school year has seen many events, from 
the fall Welcome Back Kick-off party to the spring 
semesters' ending Cinco de Mayo Fiesta. Student 
activities were prominent on campus throughout 
the 2001-2002 school year. Various campus clubs 
hosted different activ1ties to involve students in 
~lebrations which coincided with the national 
h<91.idays observed across the country. Since this is 
the last issue of InterCOM for the spring semester, 
the reporters and editors are giving the readers a 
small glimpse of the activities that were seen both 
on and off campus these past two semesters. 

Area children gather to learn about health and safety Oct. 20, 2001, at the 
Chuck T. Doyle Convention Center in Texas City. The booth sponsored by 
COM warned about the dangers of poison. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

COM Amigos adviser Allee Whistler enjoys herself during the Halloween festivi
ties by handing out trick-or-treat goodies to the children from the Child Develop
ment Lab who participated in the excitement. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Spanish language 
Professor and chairman 
of the Multi-cultural Team, 
Rafael Naranjo, appears 
at the dinner adorned in a 
gold trimmed bisht (a 
cloak used only by high 
dignitaries). What will be 
an annual event was held 
in the COM Student 
Center. It was designed to 
bring together students, 
faculty, staff and the 
surrounding community 
to learn about the many 
different cultural back
grounds which exist 
within our community. 
(Photo by Myra Rucker) 

Children from the COM Child Development Lab participated in full costume in the 
Halloween festivities on campus Oct. 31, 2001. Faculty and staff were prepared for 
the young goblins visits with plenty of trick-or-treat goodies. When the children be
came tired from walking around campus, they stopped to rest In the atrium. of the 
Administration Building. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Layout by: 
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Photos by: 
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and Myra Rucker 

This spring the SAB sponsored an Easter egg hunt March 23 in front of the COM Gym. The outside of the Gym was 
decorated festively with balloons of all colors. The festivities included cupcake and cookie decorating, an Easter 
bunny coloring contest and an Easter egg hunt. The winners of the Easter bunny coloring contest (from left) are 
Jeremy Davis II, Mandi Montgomery, Mary Roberts and Fendi Kerlegan. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Little Marque! holds onto her 
bag of prized plastic candy-filled 

Easter eggs which she found 
with the help of her mother. The 

children were divided into 
various groups, depending on 

their ages. SAB members 
monitored the event, so that 

each child went home a winner. 
(Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

nt 

Tina Gibson loudly 
screaches out her 
"grito" (a loud yell), 
for the contest held 
during the Cinco de 
Mayo Fiesta. The 
fiesta also included a 
trompos (wooden 
top) spinning contest 
together with plenty 
of food, music and 
dancing. The party 
ended with the 
breaking open of the 
piliata. 

Doloris Dutton (left) and Tillie Henson, library staff members prepare a table in the Learning 
Resources Library of traditional items used to celebrate Kwanzaa, during Kwanzaa Aware
ness Week, Dec. 3-7. While Kwanzaa coincides with the Christian Christmas holidays, it is 
not a Christmas celebration, but rather a celebration of the African American people and 
their ancestors. (Photo by April Brandon) 
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Bilingual Pages 

Adela Miranda, instructor for the Mexican Ballet 
Folklorico dance troupe, performs dances from the 
states of Guerrero and Jalisco during the Cinco de 
Mayo fiesta May 2. 

Aztec eagle graces 
uncirculated bills 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

High school and college students are taught the 
facts about Texas' independence from Mexico in 
1836. Since that time, however, some Texas citi
zens have striven to break away from the heri
tage they left behind. Only in recent years, with 
the influx of Hispanics from Mexico, have Tex
ans begun to learn how valuable their Mexican 
heritage is. Even so, as far back as 1835, one man 
had a vision and tried to merge the economies 
not only of Mexico with Texas but also with the 
rest of the United States. 

Samuel Williams was granted a charter on April 
30, 1835, from the governments of Coahuila, 
Mexico, and Texas to start The Commercial and 
Agricultural Bank of Texas. The charter granted 
to Williams was for 20 years, and the bank was 
to be based in the Texas portion of the state. 

There were, however, problems to overcome 
before the bank could open for business. The bank 
needed to sell $300,000 in stock and also have 
$100,000 in liquid capital before opening its 
doors. Williams left for New York City in August 
1835 to raise capital and sell stock so that he could 
fulfill all the necessary requirements. However, 
instead of concentrating on the bank's needs, he 
·became active in the fight for Texas' freedom. 

Not able to obtain the necessary funding for 
the bank, Williams left New York City in Janu
ary 1836 and headed to Philadelphia. While there 
he ordered bilingual dollars to be engraved for 
the new bank. The currency was to be written in 
both English and Spanish and also was to be valid 
currency in both Mexico and the United States. 
The dollar.bills were engraved to proudly display 
the Aztec eagle on both the $1 and $5 bills. 

After printing, the bilingual dollars were dis
played from Texas to Washington, D.C., in an ef
fort to show the progress of Texas. 

But the dollar bills were never put into circula
tion because Texas declared its independence 
from Mexico on March 2, 1836. Williams had 
concentrated so much of his efforts in helping 
Texas win its independence from Mexico that he 
was not able to fulfill his obligations to the bank. 

Students set for excursion of Iif etime 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

On July 6 the first two study abroad classes will depart 
from College of the Mainland and venture south of the 
border to Oaxaca, Mexico. The groups will be led by 
Rafael Naranjo, COM Spanish language professor, to
gether with Zindy Nadab Naranjo, co-director of the pro
gram in Oaxaca. The program will enable students to study 
not only the Spaninsh language, but the rich culture and 
heritage of our neighbors to the south. 

Each of the three classes, one four-week class and two 
two-week classes will allow more than 20 students to par
ticipate in this excursion of a lifetime. 

The program already has 15 confirmed participants with 
several places remaining, Naranjo said. Students who will 
participate in this learning experience are of all races, gen
ders and ages. "We have students who are 15, and we have 
students who are in their 60s." He also said that these 
classes are open not only to credit students, but also to 
home schoolers, Continuing Education students and all 

members of the community. 
"We have students from Baylor University, COM and 

Texas A&M University participating this summer," 
Naranjo said. 

This year's program has one student who participated 
last year, Richard Moke, a retired engineer from the Na
tional Aeronautic and Space Administration at Johnson 
Space Center. He will once again have the chance to "bask 
in the warmth of Oaxaca." Naranjo added, "This is an 
important trip, and since we cannot bring Oaxaca to COM, 
we will take COM to Oaxaca, 

Chuck Buddenhagen, director of Continuing Educatidn. 
and Community Services, and Naranjo believe this is an 
important combined effort between the Social and Be
havioral Sciences Team and the Continuing Education 
Team. It is another way COM has found to better serve 
the community. 

For more information about this study abroad program 
contact Nararijo at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 
258-8859, Exf 353, or Chuck Buddenhagen at Ext. 517, 
or e-mail <rnaranjo@edu.com> or <cbudd@edu.com>. 

Espanol en Oaxaca, Mexico muy pronto 
Translated by RAFAEL NARANJO 
Spanish Professor 

Una vez mas, un afio despues de! exitoso primer 
Programa de Estudios en el Extranjero, el 6 de julio el 
primer grupo de estudiante partira del College of the Main
land para venturarse al sur de la frontera hacia Oaxaca, 
Mexico. Estos grupos seran dirigidos por el profesor Rafael 
Naranjo, catedratico de la lengua espaiiola en el College 
of the Mainland, juntamente con Zindy Nadab Naranjo, 
el co-director de! programa en Oaxaca. Este programa 
permitira a los estudiantes estudiar no solo la lengua 
espafiola, sino tambien la rica cultura y herencia de 
nuestros vecinos del sur. 

Cada una de estas tres opciones, una de cuatro semanas 
(del 6 de julio al 3 de agosto) y dos de dos semanas ( la 
primera de! 6 de julio al 20 de julio, y la segunda del 20 
de julio al 3 de agosto), permitira a muchos estudiantes 
participar en esta excursion que se da solamente una vez 
en la vida. 
.. El programa ya tiene confirmado un numero de 15 
participantes por lo que solo quedan pocos lugares, dijo 
Naranjo. Los estudiantes que participan en este programa 
son de diferentes razas, generos y edades. "Tenemos 
estudiantes de 15 afios y tambien estudiantes que ya estan 
en sus sesentas." Naranjo tambien dijo que las clases estan 

abiertas no solo a los estudiantes que necesitan creditos 
academicos, sino tambien a los jovenes que se educan en 
el hogar, a los estudiantes de Educacion Continua, y a 
cualquier miembro de la comunidad. 

"Hasta ahora tenemos estudiantes de COM, de Baylor 
U niversiy, de Texas A & M, y UT Austin, que participaran 
en el programa," dijo Naranjo. El programa tambien tiene 
un estudiante que participo el afio pasado, Richard Moke, 
un ingeniero retirado de la NASA, quien, una vez mas, 
tendra la oportunidad de disfrutar el ambiente acogedor 
de Oaxaca, Naranjo agreg6. 

"Este es un viaje importante, y ya que no podemos traer 
a Oaxaca al College of the Mainland, entonces llevaremos 
el College a Oaxaca," dijo Naranjo. . 

Chuck Buddenhagen, director de Educaci6n Continua 
y Servicios a la Comunidad y el profesor Naranjo creen 
que este es un importante esfuerzo combinado entre el 
Equipo de Ciencias Sociales y de Comportaniiento y el 
Equipo de Educacion Continua. 

Es otra forma mas que el College of the Mainland ha. 
encontrado para servir mejor a la comunidad. 

Para mas informacion sobre este programa de estudios 
en el extranjero llame a Rafael Naranjo al telefono (409) 
938-1211, Ext. 353, o al numero de larga distancia gratis 
1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 353, o tambien puede llamar a 
Chuck Buddenhagen a la Ext. 517. . .. 

Billetes bil~ngiies de Tejas y Mexico 
Translated by Dr. Manuel Urbina 
History Professor 

A los estudiantes de la preparatoria y universidad se Jes 
ensefia los hechos relacionados con la independencia de 
Texas de· Mexico en 1836. Sin embargo, desde esa epoca 
algunos ciudadanos tejanos se han esforzado a separase 
de la herencia que dejaron atras. Solamente en afios 
recientes con el influjo de hispanos de Mexico, los tejanos 
han empezado a aprender. lo valioso que es su herencia 
mexicana. Aun asi, desde el afio 1835, un hombre tuvo 
una vision y trato de conectar no solamente la economia 
de Mexico con Texas, sino tambien con la de! resto de los 
Estados U nidos. 

El gobierno de Coahuila y Texas otorgo a Samuel May 
Williams en abril 30, 1835 la autoriz~cion legal para fundar 
The Commercial and Agricultural Bank of Texas. La 
autorizacion legal era por veinte aiios y el banco debia 
ubicarse en la porcion de Texas de! Estado. 

Sin embargo, existian problemas que necesitaban 
resolverse antes de que el banco pudiera empezar a operar. 

El banco necesitaba vender $30,000 en acciones y tener 
$100,000 en efectivo antes de poder abrir sus puertas. 
Williams se marcho a la ciudad de Nueva·York en agosto, 
1835 para recaudar fondos y vender acciones para poder 
cumplir con todos los requisitos necesarios. Sin embargo, 
en vez de concentrar sus enfuerzos en las necesidades del 
banco, concentro sus actividades en reca.udar fondos, 
provisiones, y reclutas para el ejercito voluntario que se 
opondria al gobierno mejicano peleando por la libertad 
de Texas. 

Al no poder obtener los fondos necesarios para el banco, 
Williams se marcho de Nueva York en enero, 1836 y se 
dirigio a Philadelphia. Estando en Philadelphia, mando 
imprirnir dolares bilingiies los cuales fueron mostrados 
desde Texas hasta Washington D.C. con el fin de mostrar 
el progreso y el desarrollo de Texas. 

Pero los billetes de dolares nunca circularon porque 
Texas declaro su independencia de Mexico en marzo 2, 
1836. Williams habia concentrado tanto esfuerzo en 
ayudar a Texas a ganar su independencia de Mexico que 
no pudo cumplir con sus obligaciones al banco. 



Spanish language Professor Rafael Naranjo welcomes Rodrigo Zelaya as the teacher for the new Continuing 
Education class, Complete Financial Planning in Spanish. Zelaya will be teaching three classes this summer. He 
also Is a flnacial consultant for the General Electric Financial Advisors. (Photo by Kristy 
Roberts) 

Ainerican .finances taught in Spanish 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

The Continuing Education Department at College of 
the Mainland once again is venturing into new territory. 

In the college's continuing effort to bridge the gap be
tween the Hispanic-speaking and English-speaking com
munities, Spanish language Professor Rafael Naranjo is 
helping to implement a new course: Complete Financial 
Planning in Spanish. The course will provide necessary 
information about American finances taught entirely in 
the Spanish language. 

Three consecutive classes will be held during the Sum
mer l and Summer ll sessions, with the first of the three 
classes to run from June 11 through June 27. The other 
two classes will run July 9 through July 25 and Aug. 8 
through Aug. 22. All of the classes will be taught from 6 
to 7:30 p.m. 

These classes, together with the computer classes taught 
in Spanish, are another way of bridging what Naranjo calls 
the "digital divide." 

Geane Stevenson, assistant vice president of Continu-. 
ing Education, added, "We are committed to serving the 

community in any way possible." 
To teach the classes Naranjo has brought on board 

Rodrigo Zelaya, who received his master's degree in busi
ness administration from Texas Tech University in Lub• 
bock. There he also met Naranjo. 

Currently Zelaya is a financial adviser for the General 
Electric Financial Advisors. 

"(Hispanics) do not like to talk about money, especially 
older generations, and many carry their entire life sav
ings with them," Zelaya said. "We believe we will be able 
to teach them about investing for retirement, their insur
ance needs, saving for their children's education, home, 
budgeting and basically complete financial planning." 

Naranjo, Zelaya and Stevenson are optimistic that this 
program will be as much a success as the computer class 
taught in Spanish. "We will provide practical informa
tion that all people should know," Naranjo said. "After 
this class is in place, we don't know what we will try. We 
don't know where it will lead next." 

For more information about the Finances in Spanish 
classes, contact Joan Fiesel, program assistant for Con
tinuing Education and business courses, at ( 409) 938-1211 
or toll free l (888) 258-8859, Ext. 288. 

El semestre termina con celebraci6n 
Translated by RAFAEL NARANJO 
Spanish Professor 

La fiesta anual de Cinco de Mayo de! College of the 
Mainland comenz6 el 2 de mayo durante "college hour." 
La fiesta fue el resultado de un esfuerzo conj unto entre el 
club de COM Amigos y el club de Student Activities 
Board. La fiesta de este ano sirvi6 tambien como una 
gran celebraci6n del fin del semestre. Hubo de todo. 

La celebraci6n comenz6 con un corto discurso del rec
tor del College el doctor Homer M. "Butch" Hayes. El 
habl6 sobre el sentido del 5 de mayo y tambien sobre la 
independencia de Mexico de Francia. 

Despues del discurso siguieron bailables tradicionales 
mexicanos ejecutados por la senorita Adela Miranda, 
maestra de! Ballet Folfl6rico Mexicano en Texas City. 

En vestidos tradicionales la senorita Miranda ejecut6 
el bailable "El palomo" y el Son# 2 del estado mexicano 
.de Guerrero. 

Despues de un cambio de vestuario la senorita Miranda 

present6 los bailables "El son de la ilegra" y "El jarabe 
tapatio" del estado de Jalisco. · 

Ninguna fiesta del Cinco de Mayo estarfa completa sin 
el concurso de! "grito." Pocos concursantes estaban 
preparados para el reto aunque todos gritaron tan fuerte 
como romper los ofdos. 

El ganador, sin embargo, fue decidido por un volado, 
y cuando la moneda cay6, la estudiante Tina Gibson fue 
declarada campeona llevandose a casa un sombrero charro 
dorado y negro. 

Despues de esto Alice Whistler, la consejera de COM 
Amigos busc6 participantes para un concurso de 

• lanzamiento'de trompos, pero despues de ver al estudiante 
Carlos Hernandez en acci6n con su trompo, lanzandolo 
magistralmente y ievantandolo al aire con la misma 
cuerda, ya no hubo mas concursantes. 

La celebraci6n termin6 cuando Carlos Hernandez 
rompi6 la piftata para los niiios y los adultos, y despues 
que los chiquillos disfrutaron de la acci6n, los otros 
muchachos (los estudiantes) se unieron en la diversion. 
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Finanzas personales 
en espanol este verano 
Translated by RAFAEL NARANJO 
Spanish Professor 

El Departamento de Educaci6n Continua del College 
of the Mainland, bajo el liderazgo de Geane Stevenson, 
una vez mas se esta aventurando en un nuevo territorio. 
En su continuo esfuerzo para acercar a la comunidad 
hispanoparlante y a la comunidad angloparlante, 
Educaci6n Continua y Rafael Naranjo, el profesor de la 
lengua espanola en el College of the Mainland, han 
desarrollado e implementado un nuevo curso titulado 
"Finanzas en espaftol." Esta clase cubrira la informaci6n 
necesaria sobre finanzas en los Estados Unidos y sera 
impartida enteramente en espaftol. 

Tres clases consecutivas cubriendo el mismo material 
seran impartidas durante las sesiones de Verano l y Verano 
II. La primera clase sera desde el 11 hasta el 27 de junio. 
La segunda empezara el 9 de julio para terrninar el 25 de! 
mismo mes; y finalmente la ultima clase sera de! 8.aJ 22 
de agosto. Todas las clases seran impartidas de las 6 a las 
7:30 de la noche los martes y los jueves. 

Estas clases, juntamente con las clases de computaci6n 
en espaftol, son una forrna mas de tratar de borrar lo que 
Naranjo llama "la lfnea divisoria cultural y digital." Geane 
Stevenson, la vicepresidente asistente de Educaci6n Con
tinua agreg6: "Nosotros estamos comprometidos a servir 
a nuestra comunidad en cualquier forrna posible." 

Rodrigo Zelaya, un consejero de finanzas de la compaftfa 
General Electric Financial Advisors, fue seleccionado para 
impartir est'as clases. Zelaya, que tambien a sido un 
campe6n.phileno del lanzamiento de la javalina, recibi6 
su licenciatura y su •maestrfa en administraci6n de 
empresas en la universidad Texas Tech donde se conoci6 
con Narnnjo. "En mi experiencia como consejero 
financiero he notado que a los hispanos no Jes gusta hablar 
de dinero, especialmente la genie mayor, y muchos llevan 
los ahorros de toda su vida con ellos," dijo Zelaya. 
"Nosotros creemos que podremos enseftarles c6mo invertir 
para su jubilaci6n, c6mo satisfacer sus necedades de 
seguros, c6mo ahorrar para la educaci6n de sus hijos, c6mo 
hacer un presupuesto para los gastos del hogar; 
basicamente, un plan financiero completo." 

Naranjo, Zelaya y Stevenson se encuentran muy 
optimistas de que estas clases tendran tanto exito como 
como las clases de computad6n en espaftol. • 
"lmpartiremos inforrnaci6n practica sobre el dinero que 
todos deben conocer," dijo Naranjo. "Despues que esta 
clase agarre vuelo no sabemos con que mas 
experimentaremos. No sabemos a d6nde nos llevara esto," 
agreg6 Stevenson. 

Para may_or inforrnaci6n sobre estas clases de finanzas 
en espaftol, por favor p6ngase en contacto con la senora 
Joan Fiesel al telefono (409) 938-1211, o a la linea 
telef6nica gratis si vive fuera de esta area 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 288. 

COM Amigo Carlos Hernandez shows off his trompos 
skills during the trompos contest May 2 at the cinco 
de tnayo fiesta. The event was co-sponsored by the 
COM Amigos and SAB. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 
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Pressure mounts 
at end of semester 

. ~~~~ \. 
Brandon 

This semester has been a difficult one for me academi
cally and personally. I have placed a large amounfof 
pressure on myself to make good grades, so that my 
grade point average remains high enough fo transfer to 
University of Houston-Clear Lake this fall.1n addition 
to school, I recently lost a very dear friend. I also was 
faced with being a single mom for three months while 
my husband worked overseas. 

As the end of this semester nears, I have begun to 
reflect on my college career and question where I am 
now and where I am heading. I also have realized I do 
not know where I want to be. 

I became pregnant with my daughter at 17, graduated 
high school early and started working as a secretary. 
After working full time for a year, I decided in order to 
be a role model for my daughter I had to go to college. 
My plan was to attend College of the Mainland for two 
years and then transfer to UHCL. 

My first semester at COM, I took 12 hours and 
worked 40 hours a week. I would go home to my 
husband and daughter, only to spend the night in my 
room studying. I did this for one semester and decided 
that the important people in my life were in the wrong 
place on my priority list ... the bottom. 

My husband and I worked out a plan in which he 
would work to support the family and I would focus on 
beipg a mother and a student. And that is how I have 
spent the last year and a half. 

That is how I will spend the next two and a half years 
while I attend UHCL. 

I have worked really hard to get where I am. I have 
turned in my application at UHCL, but in my final 
semester at COM, I cannot help but question the 
decision I made so long ago. 

Why was I being so selfish? I easily could have gone 
to school part time and worked part time. That way the 
financial side of my life would not be in the shambles it 
now is. I would not feel solely responsible for every
thing that has gone awry in my life. 

I have thought recently of not returning to school in 
the fall and just working. But then I am faced with a list 
of questions, such as: Am I really going to show my 
daughter anything but how to quit? Can I pull off 
returning to work and make returning worth it mon
etarily? How much will I regret quitting in five years? 

I have yet to make a decision as to where I am going 
in life. The choice is mine and only I can make it, and I 
realize that. I just wish I knew what the future holds 
because the present is not very favorable. 

Students, faculty and staff gather In the Learning Resources Center Library to watch a video of Dances with 
Wolves author Michael Blake. Blake spoke at COM April 16 in observance of National Library Week April 16 
about his most current novel The Holy Road and his previous works. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Academy Award winner speaks at COM 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Staff Reporter 

History was made at College of the Mainland when 
Academy Award winning author Michael Blake was the 
honorary guest speaker during National Library Week, 
April 15-19. 

While spectators waited in anticipation and discussed 
the movie Dances with Wolves, music blared over the loud
speaker from the soundtrack as Blake made his entrance 
into the Learning Resources Center Auditorium. 

From start to finish, Blake took the audience on a retro
spective tour through his novels. An accomplished au
thor of such books as Airman Mortensen, a fictional au
tobiography of his time spent in the U.S.Air Force; March
ing to \lalhal/a, a first person perspective of Gen. George 
Custer and his soliders annihalation in a battle of Little 
Bighorn Rive,r, his acclaimed novel Dances with Wolves, 
for which he won an Academy Award for best adapted 
screenplay; and his newest novel The Holy Road, a se
quel to Dances with Wolves, Blake seemed quite relaxed 
sharing his stories with the audience. 

Blake entertained the audience by acting out several of 
his characters beginning with Airman Mortensen and end
ing with Lt. John Dunbar from Holy Road, respectively. 

While he was in the Air Force, they called him the "la
trine king," Blake told the audience of the "honorary" title 
he was given after being court-martialed by the Air Force 
for arguing with his superior officer. His punishment was 
cleaning latrines, much like the honorary title and job 

given to his lead character Airman Mortensen in his novel 
Airman Mortensen, which Blake explained is fiction but 
90 percent autobiographical. The novel details Mortensen 
and Blake's rebellion, court-martial, love of dance and 
first love. Blake danced to the music as if he were back in 
the Air Force with his fellow airmen at a club. 

After reciting passages from Airman Mortensen, Blake 
disappeared from the audience but quickly re-emerged in 
a replica of Gen. Custer's Army uniform. He told of his 
time recovering from chemotherapy and reading several 
novels on Custer which inspired his second novel, March
ing to Valhalla. The novel is written in first person in the 
style of Custer's personal diary days before the battle of 
Little Bighorn. 

Dances with Wolves was Blake's chance to experience 
the frontier. He explained that although the western fron
tier no longer exists, he was able to experience it through 
his lead character who interacts with every aspect of the 
frontier from American Indians to buffalo herds. To help 
the audience gain a visual picture of American Indians, 
Blake produced a peace pipe, explained its use and dem
onstrated how it was smoked. 

At the end of the presentation, Kathie Goldfarb, COM 
librarian, presented Blake with a plaque of appreciation 
and a COM T-shirt. Blak1:, who has won numerous awards 
for his work with Dances with Wolves, including a Golden 
Globe Award, Writers Guild Award and Western Writers 
of America Award, accepted the certificate of apprecia
tion with gratitude saying such an award is the kind he 
enjoys the most. 

Music, food, dance part of Multi-cultural -Celebration 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Music, food and dancing filled the Student Center April 
5 when the College of the Mainland Multi-Cultural Team 
hosted the first annual Multicultual Celebration. 

COM students, faculty, staff and community members 
were invited to join the celebration. Tables depicting the 
various cultures were set up in the Student Center. Repre
sented were Germany, Indonesia, Angola, Czech Repub
lic, Texas, Pakistan, Jamaica, Peru, Bangladesh, Iran, 
\,fexico. Belize. Chile and Africa. Clothing, foods and ob
' <'Cts frcm each articular culture were displayed at each 

of the tables. 
"Tastes of food from around the world" were offered 

as a buffet for all who attended, allowing them to sample 
a variety of foods from different cultures. 

Jim Higgins, director of Pubic Information, entertained 
the audience with jokes and questions regarding the cul
tural origins of many tr~ditions, such as men wearing ties. 

Entertainment included dances from Venezuela, 
Bangladesh, Belize, Mexico and the Middle East. Music 
performances represented Czech and Afncan-American 
cultures. A belly dancer also entertained the audience. 

The idea of the Multi-cultural Celebration originattd 
with Dr. Ali Ravandi, COM math professor and member 

of the Multicultural Team. Spanish language Professor 
Rafael Naranjo became the committee chairman of the · 
event and together with team members COM Librarian 
Tillie Henson, Recreational Programs Coordinator 
Maryann Urick and business Professor Selina Rahman, 
Dr. Ravandi and Naranjo gave the campus and the com
munity an experience unlike any other at COM so far. 

The purpose of the dinner was to allow the community 
and campus to ··recognize differences in cultures, which 
helps to find a 9ommon ground," Naranjo said. 

Naranjo also pointed out that this is the first time stu
dents, faculty and ~taff\l..orked together with the commu
nity to celebrate d1ver~i ,y. 



Local band Fated 
wins Best in Show 
Continued from Page 1 -----------
15 students from O'Connell High School in Galveston, 
where the group's popularity originated. 

Comprised of three members, Daniel K. Lai, bass gui
tar; Anthony Lai, guitar/lead vocals; and Dexas Vilarreall, 
drums; their ages and musical inspirations vary from 19 
down to 12 and from The Beatles to SlipKnot. However, 
the three members somehow come together and reach a 
compromise which produces the wide range of music in 
their line-up. Fated performs regularly in Galveston in
cluding at Lenny's Place, Sangerfest J:>ark and Banana 
Beach Restaurant. 

To contact the band for bookings and showtimes con
tact Daniel K. Lai at (409) 762-1276 or Alex Vilarreall, 
manager, at (409) 762-6158 or visit the Web site at 
<www.fatedtheband.com>. Fated and a fairly new local 
band, Odium, will perform May 11 at Sangerfest Park in 
Galveston and at Banana Beach Restaurant on May 19. 
The band will be playing in Galveston throughout the sum
mer. 

On April 4, The Remote Junkies performed outside the 
LRC. Comprised of five members ages 18 through 19, 
Craig Wade, lead singer; Andrew Best, guitar; Brian 
DeLaney, guitar/singer; Wesley Owens, bass guitar; and 
Derick Abney, drums, the pop/punk rock band entertained 
the crowds with a variety of original songs including 
"Times We Had," "Starting Over," "Selfish Purpose" and 
''Sex Symbol." The band has been together for almos_t three 
years and performs all over the Houston area including at 
Fitzgeralds, Java Jazz and The Engine Room. For book
ings or showtimes for events and venues or to purchase 
the CD Urinevited contact <www.theremotejunkies.com> 
or call Wade at (409) 925-4788 or Delaney at (409) 795-
0724. 

On April 25 the final band, ,Counsel, performed at COM. 
Comprised of four members: Casey Schladeter, guitar/ 
back-up vocals; Corey Oliver, bass guitar; Eric Villareal, 
guitar/back-up vocals; and Felix Deleon, drums/lead 
singer; the band entertained COM students, faculty and 
staff with a mix of original songs and alternative rock. 
Counsel also performs all over the Houston area includ
ing at The Engine Room, Fitzgeralds and Bob's Icehouse. 
With a CD scheduled for release within the month titled 
All In My Head and a scheduled summer tour of the South
west including Los Angeles and north to Seattle, Counsel 
attracts a large following of fans.For bookings or 
showtimes visit the Web site <www.planetcounsel.com> 
or contact Villareal at (409) 939-6434. 

After Counsel finished performing, representatives from 
each band eagerly awaited the decision of the judges: 
Sparky Koerner, Jackie Andres and Tillie Henson. After 
only a few minutes of recording each band's scores, Zac 
Winn, a member of SAB, announced Fated has won first 
place, Counsel, second and The Remote Junkies, third. 
The basis for judging included criteria for musical style, 
vocals and overall performance. Each band received acer
tificate of accomplishment and keychains. 
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Students from the Leadership class instructed by Buisness professor Selina Rahman gathers teddy bears to 
donate to the Galveston County Sheriffs Department for traumatized children. From left Martina Noweck, Tina 
Sister, Patricia Villalobos, Terry Harvey, Kimberly Warchol and Rahman gather with more than 100 stuffed ani
mals collected from citizens and local merchants. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

COM music professor left speechless 
Continued from Page 1 -----------
10, 15, 20, 25, 30 and 35 years of service to the college. 

The presentation of the Outstanding Teacher award con
cluded the evening. Dr. James Templer, vice president/ 
dean of Instruction, introduced music Professor Sparky 
Koerner, 2001 Outstanding Teacher of the Year. 

As the 2001 Outstanding Teacher, Koerner was respon
sible for overseeing-the contest this -year. He picked a com
mittee of students, who started the contest by tallying the 
votes made by the students. The committee made surprise 
visits to the finalists' classrooms, collecting evaluations 
from students and interviewing each of the finalists. The 
committee then was able to tally all the data and choose 
the 2002 winner. The committee composed of Allen 
Oliver, Rina Vinetz, Laura Brown, Tara Land and Gene 
McFadden gave speeches about the finalists. 

This year's finalists in addition to Heffel were John 
Buffa, drafting; Ellen Johnson, cosmetology; Freda 
O'Connor, graphic arts; and Alice Watford, psychology/ 
sociology. 

Due to a student on the committee not showing for the 
dinner, Koerner spoke about Buffa as a professional. Buffa 
has been teaching at COM 11 years, is a member of the 
College Senate and works together with the graphic arts 
department. Koerner pointed out the difficulties Buffa has 
had to face teaching drafting. He has gone from teaching 
"slide rulers to computers." 

Oliver, a mJJsic major, spoke about Heffel and Oliver's 
three years working with him as a teacher. Heffel also has 
been teadting at COM.for 11 years and says that his wife 
and students are his inspiration. Oliver admired Heffel's 
"awesome enthusiasm about what he teaches." 

Vinetz, an art major, spoke about Johnson and her popu
larity at local salons. Johnson has spent 10 years teaching 
at COM and "loves learning about trends and advances in 
her field," Vinetz said. Johnson also was nominated last 
year for the award. Johnson has recently earned her mas
sage therapy license and is worki.ng on her child care ad
ministrator license, so that she can work a day spa that 
offers child care. 

O'Connor has been teaching at COM for five years said 
Brown, a graphic arts major, who spoke about 
O'Connor,who was also nominated for a second year in a 
row. Brown added that O'Connor "is loved by her stu
dents," and there is nothing her students can do wrong. 

Vinetz filling in for another committee member also 
spoke about Watford, who also was nominated for the 
award last year. Watford grew up in La Marque and is a 
1984 graduate of COM. "The classroom where she once 
sat is now the classroom where she teaches," said Vinetz, 
adding that Watford will show her-COM dipolma to any
one who wants to see it. 

In Heffel's acceptance speech, he said he was speech
less and congratulated the nominees and the finalists. 

Lib·rarian wins famous author in contest 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland observed National Library 
Week,April 15-19, with various activities, demonstrations 
and presentations to promote the importance of reading 
to all age groups. The highlight of the week was Dances 
with Wolves author Michael Blake's presentation. 

Throughout the week the COM librarians hosted sev
eral events 1including an open house on April 18 to pro
vide students, faculty and staff the opportunity to view 
the new online classroom in the library, reading short sto
ries to the COM day care children and hosting a social 
hour in the library with food, drinks and door prizes. 

The prominent event of the library week was Blake's 
visit to COM. While attending an American Library As
sociation mid-winter meeting, COM Librarian Kathie 
Goldfarb won a guest speaking appearance by Blake. 

"It was purely_ by chance (that) I won," Goldfarb said. 
"I put my name in for the drawings. There were several 
prizes, but Michael Blake was the big one and I won it." 

Goldfarb has been a librarian at COM for a year but 
has a 20-year background as a librarian at Florida State 
University in Tallahassee. Goldfarb decided to become a 
librarian after working in her high school library. She 
enjoyed organizing the library's catalogs and providing 
students access to the library resources. 

The online classroom is a new addition to the library. 
Provided by a grant, this classroom will give students an 
opportunity to learn how to use the Internet to find im
portant information for research and sort through various 
databases. The goal is to help students become more fa
miliar with the broad world of the Internet. 

During the fall and spring semesters, the campus library 
is open Mondays through Thursdays from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., 
Fridays 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturdays 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
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What's Happening 

COM Amigos adviser Alice Whistler hoids the microphone for 2-year-old Adrianna Gonzales during the COM 
Cinco de Mayo Fiesta May 2 outside the Learning Resources Center during College Hour. The fiesta was a 
joint effort between COM Amigos and the Student Activites Board. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Semester ends with fiesta celebration 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

The annual College of the Mainland Cinco de Mayo 
Fiesta kicked off May 2 during College Hour. The fiesta 
was a joint effort between the COM Amigos and the Stu
dent Activities Board. 

This year's fiesta made for an excellent end-of-the-se
mester bash, and included everything from Tejano disc 
jockey Ernie Gonzales and traditional Mexican food to 
the ever-popular fiesta favorite: the piiiata. 

The festivities began with a short speech by Dr. Homer 
M. "Butch" Hayes, COM president. Dr. Hayes spoke about 
the meaning of Cinco de Mayo, and about Mexico win
ning its independence from France. 

Dr. Hayes was followed by traditional folkloric dances 
performed by Adela Miranda, instructor for the Mexican 
Ballet Folklorico dance troupe in Texas City. Miranda 
performed, in traditional dress, the El Palomo and El Son 

#2 from the Mexican state of Guerrero. After making a 
costume change, she performed the El Son de la Negra 
and El jarabe tapatio from the Mexican state of Jalisco. 

What Cinco de Mayo Fiesta would be complete with
out a grito contest ( a very loud high-pitched screech done 
to music)? Only a few contestants entered but all were 
loud enough to break ear drums. When all the screaming 
was done, the contest was decided by the toss of a coin, 
and when the coin had settled Tina Gibson was the win
ner and took home as a prize a black and gold sombrero. 

Alice Whistler, COM Amigos adviser, called for con
testants for the trompos (a large wooden top) spinning 
contest, but after seeing Carlos Hernandez in action, spin
ning the trompo wildly and his ability to C<!pture it with 
the string and play with it in the air, there were no takers. 

The fiesta ended with Hernandez breaking open the 
piiiata for the children and adults. After all the small chil
dren had their f!,ln, the bigger kids (adults) joined in. 
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Two InterCOM journalists receive awards 
By JENNIFER L. RUSSO 
Staff Reporter 

Two College of the Mainland students, Travis Croft and 
Brad Stevenson, were recognized by the Texas Intercol
legiate Press Association for their work (January-Decem
ber 2001) on the COM student newspaper, the InterCOM. 

Former lnterCOM staff reporter Croft had two stories 
from last fall's InterCOM issues submitted to the TIPA: 
"Advice on how to retire as a millionaire" and "Become 
a millionaire." He won an Honorable Mention. 

Stevenson, a former lnterCOM online editor, reporter 
and cartoonist, had two cartoons submitted in Spring 2001: 
"1991:2001" (the two President Bushes) and "Horrible 
consequences of the impending Hollywood strike" (hos
pital ward). He took home a third place award. 

Croft, who plans to become a genetic engineer, ex
plained his feelings on winning, "I Was surprised." The 
fall 2001 semester of working on the InterCOM was his 
first and only semester in a journalism class. 

Stevenson also was "glad to be recognized and win this 
prestigious award." Stevenson won a TIPA Honorable 
Mention in 1996, and won a third place TIPA award in 
199? for an illustration for another college publication. 

• The TIPA awards are given annually to T~xas college 

and university publications. TIPA was created in 1909 at 
Baylor University by students from various colleges and 
universities to give them a forum for their work. 

Candidates win by having their work submitted and 
judged against other students' work. The award only speci
fies who won, but not which piece of work. 

Colleges and universities compete in four divisions: 
Division · 1: comprising all college and university daily 
newspapers (published four times a week or more); Divi
sion 2: for colleges and universities with an overall en
rollment above 7,500; Division 3: colleges and universi
ties with an overall enrollment between 3,000 and 7,499; 
and Division 4: for colleges and universities with an over
all enrollment lower than 2,999. 

COM had an enrollment of approximately 3,500 stu
dents during contest year 2001 and competed in Division 
3 alon_g with Angelo State University, Kilgore College, 
Lee College, Tarleton State University, University of 
Dallas and University of Houston-Clear Lake. 
· Students compete in various categories within their di

vision: editorials, sports news stories, news photography, 
critical reviews, political cartoons and page designs. 

Croft's and Stevenson's awards mark the InterCOM's 
40th and 41st TIPAawards since adviser Astrid H. Lowery · 
began submitting work in 1987. 

People Speak Out 
By lnterCOM Editors and Staff 

The end of the spring semester is almost here, 
and graduation is just around the corner. Students 
are now beginning to register for the fall semes
ter. So InterCOM asked: "What changes would 
you like to see the administration implement for 
the fall semester?" 

Sherilyn Yap: Charge 
less for lunch. Students 
should not have to 
spend more than $12 a 
week, or there should 
be a student meal plan 
or university dollars. 

Aundra Hawkins: 
The hours o( the li
brary should be ex
tended later especially 
on Saturdays. 

Key Hasselmeier: 
Even though I am not 
disabled, there should 
be more handicapped 
doors on campus. 
There is only one 
handicapped door on 
the Tech-Voe Building. 

Jimmy Rodriguez: I 
would like to see the 
elevator work more of
ten. I also would like to 
see more efficient copy 
machines available to 
students. 

Jay Andrews: Give 
the scholarship money 
back to fine arts. If he 
(Dr. Hayes) doesn't the 
arts will disappear. The 
vocational programs 
always get the money. 

.Kyle Alcala: A lot of 
students do not come to 
class on time. The pro
fesso~s should drop the 
hammer a bit more. 

Al Bass: The Gym 
should be expanded. 
We only have one class
room in here. There are 
three areas that share 
the Gym and it can get 
very crowded in here at 
times. 

Marina Rosalez: We 
do have good profes
sors, but otherwise we 
need more friendly 
staff. We need more po
licemen at night and 
better lighting. 
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Geology/math professor dies o_f c~ncer 

David Hansmire, COM geology and math profes
sor, enjoys the Hawaiian Luau theme of the 2001 
Employee Recognition Banquet. Hansmire, who 
was recognized for 20 years of service to COM, 
died of cancer on May 3. 

By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland suffered a loss on May 3 
when m,\th and geology Professor David Hansmire 
died of cancer at his home in Santa Fe. 

Hansmire, known by many of his students as "Dr. 
Rock" because of his love for geology, was born Dec. 
6, 1945, in Tacoma, Wash. Although born in Wash
ington, Hansmire spent most of his life in Galveston 
County, where he spent 25 years sharing his love for 

math and geology with students. 
"He loved math, but geology was his first love," 

said Mel Sills, program assistant for the Math/Sci
ence Team. 

Sills worked with Hansmire for 22 years. She re
members when Hansmire was teaching only math and 
decided to approach Bill Peace, former division chair
man for math/science, about beginning a geology 
class. Peace agreed and Hansmire began putting to
gether the course. 

"He brought geology to COM," Sills said. 
Math Professor Leslie Richardson remembers his 

experience with Hansmire. "I worked with him as a 
Phi Theta Kappa adviser and fellow math professor, 
and he was a delight to work with." 

- Despite the cancer, Hansmire taught classes into 
February of this year. 

Hansmire served on the church council and as a 
youth.sponsor at Faith Lutheran Church in Dickinson. 
where he was a member. He was active in the Santa 
Fe High School Marching Band pit crew and served 
on the Santa Fe Independent School District Board 
of Trustees. 

In past years, Hansmire coached softball, sponsored 
Phi Theta Kappa and was an alumni of St. Mary's 
University in San Antonio. "He always went the ex
tra mile for everyone," Richardson said. 

Hansmire is survived by his wife, Sue Hansmire; 
daughter Lauren·Hansmire; son Matthew Hansmire; 
brother Frank Rodriguez, and nieces and nephews. 

Hansmire 's funeral was held at Faith Lutheran 
Church May 6. Pastor Mike Button officiated. 

The COM Foundation is accepting donations for 
/ the David Hansmire Scholarship and for an oak tree 

to be planted in Hansmire's memory.on campus. For 
more information on these funds, contact Heather 
Flynn, director of COM Foundation, at ( 409) 938-
1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 557. 

Reeves named direc;tor of nursing p~ogram 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Copy Editor 

Dr. Gay Reeves was 
appointed director of 
Nursing for the College of 
the Mainland Nursing 
Progr~m by the College of 
the Mainland Board of 
Trustees on June 24. 

Dr. Reeves, who has 
served as interim director 
for the program since Jan Dr. Gay Reeves 
2, 2001, believes her ap-
pointment as director will 
help stabilize the program more and will allow her to as
sume a more active role at the district and state level. 

"The director is responsible for ascertaining that the 
program meets the educational standards established by 

the Texas Board of Nurse Examiners and the National 
League for Nursing Accreditation Commission, our na

.tional accrediting body," Reeves explained. "The director 
is also responsible for assisting members of the Nursing· 
Team in meeting their individual career goals. . 

"In addition, the director is expected to maintain eff~c
tive and professional work relations between the Nursing 
Team and other campus teams," Reeves said. 

Prior _to becoming a faculty member at COM, Dr.Reeves 
was coordinator of the RN to BSN ( registered nursing to 
bachelor of science in nursing) Nursing Program at Jack
sonville University, Florida; nursing instructor at Missis
sippi University for Women; director of nurses at_ two dif
ferent hospitals in Mississippi; and a staff nurse in critical 
care nursing units at intervals over the past 20 years. 
, Dr. Reeves began teaching at COM as a part-time ad

junct nursing faculty member in spring 1998 and became 
a full-time instructor in fall 1998. Reeves has aided the 
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Juneteenth originates 
in Galveston County 
By APRIL.BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Juneteenth is the-oldest known celebration of the end 
of slavery. 

According to Dr. Alex Pratt, associate dean of Educa
tional Programs, Juneteenth began in Galveston County. 

Maj. Gen. Gordon Granger and his union troops ar
rived at Galveston on June 19, 1865. With the news that 
slaves were to be freed according to President Lincoln's 
Emancipation Proclamation of Jan. 1, 1863, Granger and 
his troops began what is known today as Juneteenth, the . 
celebration of freedom for the slaves. 

The 1863 proclamation had minimal impact on Texans 
due to the fact that few union troops were in Texas. How
ever, when Gen. Robert E. Lee and his confederate troops 
surrendered in April 1865, Granger's troops were able to . 
move into Texas. Granger and his men had enough force 
to influence and overcome Texans' resistance to freeing 
the slaves. · 

Granger read General_ Order No. 3 to Texans: "The 
people of Texas are informed that in accordance with a 
Proclamation from-rhe Executive of the United States, 
all,slaves are free. This involves an absolute equality of 
rights and rights of property between former masters and 
slaves, and the connection heretofore existing between 
them becomes that between employer and free laborers." 

The order continued: "'The freedmen are advised to r~
main at their present homes and work for wages. They 
are informed that they will not be allowed to collect at 
military posts, and that they will not be supported in idle
ness, either there or elsewhere." 

See COM Page 6 

Alex Pratt, associate dean of Educational Programs, 
recites General Order No. 3 during his speech at the 
Juneteenth celebration, June 19, in the Student Cen
ter. The "first annual" celebration was an effort of the 
Multicultural Team. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 
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Plagiaris01-part of new 'honor code'? 

Students are warned about cheating on assignments, 
and about the consequences. They generally are warned 
that an "F" or a ·'zero•: will be placed on any paper that 
is either partly or wholly plagiarized. 

Even on this campus, College of the Mainland 
professors strongly warn students about plagiarism, and 
many have students sign an acknowlegement that they 
understand what plagiarism is and what the conse
quences of plagiarizing will be. 

But with the invention of the Internet, plagiarism has 
., 
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become an increasingly easy way for students not only 
to complete homework assignments, but also an easy 
way out of actually doing their own work. 

A story appeared recently in newspapers, on news 
stations and talk shows about Piper High School in 
Piper, Kan. Piper gained its fame when 28 out of 118 
students plagiarized all or part of a biology assignment. 

Christine Pelton, the students' biology teacher, did as 
she had warned and gave the 28 cheating students zeros 
on their assignments. 

But beyond belief, the parents of all 28 students took 
the matter up with the school board. The parents 
involved could not believe that their children would 
cheat. The school board promptly instructed Pelton to 
give credit to the students where none ~as due. 

Following the school board's decision, and the fact 
that the students laughed in her face saying, "We don't 
have to listen to you anymore," Pelton resigned her 
teaching position at Piper, according to an article by 
Tucker Carlson in the July issue of the Reader's Digest. 

What mak~s all of this truly hard to believe is that 
many researchers, professors, deans and physicians side 
with the students. According to the Digest story in the 
"That's Outrageous" section of the magazine, Kathleen 
McDermott, the associate dean of Academic Affairs for 
Columbia University, stated in an interview that 
"catching cheaters should not be a 'hang 'em out to dry' 
process, but rather an educational one." Sandra Johnson, 
the associate dean of Student Affairs at Columbia 
University, agreed saying that "Columbia should deal 
with cheaters in a more sensitive, enlightened way. 
When students plagiarize, that ususally means there's 
something else that needs dealing with." 

The Stanford University student newspaper ran an 
article, according to the Digest, which criticized using 
antiplagiarism software to catch cheaters. And believe it 
or not, the article stated that the use of the software by 
professors should be considered a violation of the 
school's "honor code." Where is the honor in cheating? 

ls there not more honor in students putting forth their 
best efforts and knowing the work was their original 
idea? Or have s.tudents become so lazy they do not want 
to put forth any effort at all? And that it is all right to 
cheat is the message that teachers, school boards,.. 
professors, deafts and especially parents send to children 
when plagiarism goes unpunished. 

Cheating is cheating and plagiarism is plagiarism. 
Failing a paper that is plagiarized is not an option; it is• 
the only way to deal with cheaters. 

Constitution too 
broadly interpreted 

The Constitution of the United States, a single docu
ment which governs the world's leading super power, 
could perhaps be the most broadly interpreted document 
the founding fathers authored. 

After the recent attacks on the Roman Catholic Church 
and the arguments of whether the state can interfere with 
the church or if the church has diplomatic immunity 
based on seperation of church and state, I decided to 
refresh my knowledge of the Constitution (after all I was 
a high school student, too, and we all know how boring 
government class can be). 

After briefly scanning through the Constitution, I 
discovered that beliefs, ·such as "the right to bear arms" 
and "separation of church and state" are merely beliefs. 
Nowhere in the Constitution are these phrases ever 
mentioned. But wait, after being drilled and tested over 
the Constitution in high school and in college, I am 
almost certain the phrase "the right to bear arms" is 
mentioned in there somewhere. It has to be right? After 
all, it's the foundation for the NRA organization and one 
of their strongest arguments for concealed handguns. I 
always see Moses (Charleton Heston) preaching on talk 
shows and commercials bragging about our right to own 
guns (as he totes his around with pride). However, a brief 
scan through the Bill of Rights of the Constitution proves 
otherwise. The Se~ond Amendment clearly states: "A 
well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of 
a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms, 
shall not be infringed." . 

Well, there it is, the right to bear arms. Or so it .seems, 
but what about the rest of it? When has it been necessary 
for a militia to bear arms for the· security of any state in 
this <;:ountry? Last time I checked, possibly the Civil 
War? I understand the Second Amendment to mean that 
guns are acceptable to keep the peac~ in wartime 
situations, not give free range for citizens to buy and/or 
use handguns at will. 

So often we hear the argument "separation of church 
and state." Personally, .J: would like to meet the person 
who invented that phrase. Over the decades, this argu
ment has caused a lot of controversy. It 5eems just using 
the phrase "separation of church and state" should solve 
any problem between the state and the church. The 
government and the church we are told, cannot interfere 
with each other. But where is this in the Constitution? 

The only possible reference to the argument could be 
found in Article 6 Section 3. The Article states: "The 
Senators and Representatives before mentioned and the 
members of the state 'tegislatures and all executive and 
judicial officers of the United States shall be bound by 
Oath or Affirmation to support this Constitution; but no 
religious test shall ever be required as a qualification to 
any office or public trust under the United States.". 

Wh.ere does it say there cannot be prayer in public 
schools or that the government cannot interfere with the 
church? These ideas have been manufactured and 
imprinted on the minds of the American people, passed 
down from generation to generation until we began to 
acce.pt them and fool ourselves into thinking they were 
valid constitutional arguments. 

I am convinced that perhaps the writers of the Consti
tution wrote in such broad terms because they believed 
this document could evolve with the times and survive to 
govern the people. However, I think if the Constitution 
can be interpreted so loosely as to read what we want it 
to read, our leaders should consider polishing it. 



'Queen of Domestic 
World' under fire 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

Oh no, is that Martha Stewart who is under 
close scrutiny by the Federal Security and Ex
change Commission? Yes, it is. The Homemak
ing Guru, the Queen of the Domestic World is 
now under investigation for insiaer trading. 

Can it be true that our beloved Stewart, whom 
millions of people across this cm.miry tune in to 
watch every day, is involved in something as low
down and dirty as irisider trading? Did a mere 
$250,000 mean that much to her or her company, 
Martha Stewart_ Living Omnimedia Inc., a com
pany which is worth more than $295 million? 

An e-mail dated Dec. 24, obtained by The 
Washington Post, notified executives of Bristol 
Myers Squibb Co. (partners with ImClone Sys
tems Inc.) that the Federal Food and Drug Ad
ministration would_ not be approving a new can
cer drug called Erbitux. The existence of the e
mail was revealed in a congressional hearing a 
few weeks ago, but the wording has not been 
made public, according to the New York Times. 

In the course of the congressional investiga
tion, Sam Waksal, the former chief executive of
ficer of ImClone, was arrested on June 12 for 
acting on inside information and illegally tipping 
off family members to do the same. 

According to the New York Times, Stewart, a 
long-time Waksal friend, came under scrutiny 
when she sold 3,928 shares of ImClone stock on 
Dec. 27, which was the day before the FDA ac
tually gave definite notice in writing of the re
jection of the new drug. And on Dec. 28, after 
the notification of the rejection, the h_nClone 
stock plunged downward. · 
• At the center of the congressional investiga
tion surrounding Stewart is her office message 
log, which contains a written phone message from 
Peter Bacanovic, Stewart's stockbroker. 
Bacanovic also is the stockbroker for Waksal, 
ImClone's founder, and for his daughters. 

The Dec. 27 mt;ssage told Stewart of the down
ward plunge that stock was about to take. Ac
cording to Stewart, she had a standing agreement 
to sell her stock if it dropped below $60 per share; 
however, the wording of the message could raise 
further doubt about whether Stewart and her bro
ker had agre.ed in advance to sell her stocks, ac
cording to congressional investigators. 

Stewart said on CBS 's The Early Show that she 
would be exonerated of all charges. And was then 
further asked, what effect, if any, the stock sale 
has had on her. Stewart said: "When I was a 
model-and I was all during high school and 
college-you always wanted to be on the cover 
of a magazine. That's how your suc:cess was 
judged. The more cover, the better. Well, I am 
the CEO of a New York Stock Exchange-listed 
company and I don't-want to be on any covers of 
any newspapers for a long long time. That's the 
story. Thank you very much." 

And when asked for comments by the New 
York Times, a spokesman for Stewart did not re
turn telephone calls seeking.comment. 

Accordirig to an Associated Press release on 
July 1, congressional investigators found no cred
ible record of a "stop loss" order to sell Stewart's 
lmClone stock when it fell b~low $60 per s)lare. 
And it was also reported that Douglas Faneuil, 
Bacanovic's assistant, initially ,.supported 
Stewart's claims. However, subsequently said he 
was not aware of any such Qrder. 
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Michael, on left, and Reggie play in a flapping flamingo water toy outside during Water Play Day at the COM Child 
Development Lab School. Water Play Day is held every Thursday during the Summer I semester. During the play 
time various activities are set up for the children. There is a kiddie pool and water color body paints which are 
actually made of sun block. · (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

lnterCOM staff deserves more respect 

It's nice to be back in these pages again, if only for 
one' issue. It also gives me a forum to address an _ 
ongoing issue that has been around since I first entered 
College of the Mainland in fall of '98. 

Over that past four years, I heard many students and 
professors question and ridicule the amount of time 
journalism students spend at COM working on the 
paper, as well as the journalism professor for having the 
students work, voluntarily, the number of hours they do. 

First, yes, we spend many late nights working during 
a production week. And yes, sometimes we also feel that 
we spend too much time working on the paper. How
ever, late nights come with the territory. This is not 
something specific to COM, it occurs everywhere. 

I spent the last two years completing my bachelor's 
degree at the University of Houston-Clear Lake. While 
there, I also worked on the student newspaper, and I also 
spent many late nights working on that publication. 
However, while the lnterCOM is a monthly publication, 
the UHCLidian is a bi-weekly, published every other 
week. As a result I worked more late nights at UHCL 
than at COM. 

Coincidentally, one of my former adjunct professors at 
UHCL also is the assistant manager of publications at 
one of the San Jacinto College campuses. And guess 
what? They too work late nights putting out the paper. 

Working late nights is not just a characteristic of the 
college newspaper experience. And late nights are 
typical in the industry. Commercial positions such as 
copy editor require the employee to work graveyard 
shifts. · 

What is probably the most irritating thing about 
professors and students criticizing the amount of time 
we spend on the newspaper, is that they seem not to 
criticize the drama or music departments when their 
students work late hciurs. Now, I have great respect for 
these people. I, too, have participated in drama and 
musical performances, and I know how hard they work 
and the dedication of the performers. And we, as the 
jol!rnalism department, _work in a similar manner. 

Our rehearsals are the countless drafts, interviews and 
research we conduct before we have a final draft. Like 
our drama and music counterparts, we have our version 
of the performance: the actual newspaper. However, 
unlike performers, who in most (but not all) cases give a 
number of performances, we only have one. Any 
mistakes we make cannot be corrected in the following 
night's-performance. Our mistakes are in black and 
white, and they are permanent. Twenty years from now 
when our paper is pulled from the vaults, our mistakes 
will still be visible while the performers' mistakes will 
be forgotten. Once again, I have a great respect for these 

_ people, and I know they work just as hard as we do. But 
our situation is similar to theirs, and to insult one is 
similar to insulting the other. 

Now, I know there have been complaints from former 
lnterCOM staff members, and these I will address. 

These students can usually be placed into three 
categories. First are the sfudents who simply do not have 
a passion for newspaper. This is no fault of their own; 
they simply do not share the interest that the rest of us 
do. But, as we must respect their lack of interest, they 
must respect our interest. 

The secon9 category is the students who are lazy._ 
They don't want to put in any extra work, and as a 
result, thetr grades and the quality of their writing 
suffers. And their poor writing means extra work and 
longer hours for the editors. 

The final category is the glory chasers. These students 
are so full of themselves and their talent that they either · 
believe they know more than the professor and don't 
need to listen to her advice on honing their skills,' or they 

_ feel that their talent exempts them from paying their 
9ues like everyone els~. At the same time, they also 
expect all the glory and promotions. 

I have encounTered these types of students over the 
years, and they have contributed to tarnishing the 
reputation of the lnterCOM. But I would challenge , 
anyone to research the track records of these students , 
and compare them to those of staff members and editors 
who have-paid their dues. You will see a great difference 
in success rates: how long it took them to complete their 
studies at COM, and how long it took them to complete 
a bachelor's degree, if they ever did. 

Furthermore, if there still are critics out there who 
would continue to question our work habits, I would like 
to issue a challenge to each and every one of them to 
"walk the walk" and participate with the lnterCOM for 

,. 
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Participants of the 10- to 14-year-old canoe camp get ready to launch their canoes into Lake Eckert. The partici
pants were taught the basic skills needed to maneuver a canoe. The camp, taught by COM's Maryann Urick and 
American Red Cross Canoe Instructor David Singleton, was held June 17-20. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

.FaIDily vacation cursed with ill winds 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

A family vacation usually conjures up visions of 
Disneyland, kids happily playing, enjoying new -sights, 
relaxing, swimming or engaging in water sports. This was 
true for me before venturing this summer to Tennessee 
for a family reunion and our family's first-and last
family vacation. 

We began planning our family vacation in December. 
With everybody being given a specific task to fulfill. 
However, Murphy's Law prevailed (what can go wrong 
will go wrong). The first clue that this trip would not go 
as planned should have been the drive time and vacation 
time allotted. I will let anyone know that driving for 23 
hours (this includes bathroom breaks, stretch breaks, food, 
drink and snack stops) with five children ranging in ages 
from 4 to 17, a sister and a husband is not a good combi
nation . Especially when the actual vacation (the relaxing 
part) is only two days. 

I rnust also mention that my mother and brother were 
following in my mother's car. My mother did this, I am 
sure, because she feared for her life traveling with grand
children (but I am also sure only her sanity was at risk), 
and.opted to drive herself more than a 1,000 miles rather 
than set foot in the van. 

And one final item that added to the perils of this vaca
tion was that we atso were pulling a homemad!;! trailer, 
which had only been finished and licensed the day we 
were scheduled to leave. We were supposed to leave at 
11 :30 a.m. but did not leave until 5 p.m. Whoever said 
women are never on time obviously never met my brother. 

Also, on this trailer sat my husband and my brother's 
most prize possessions in the world: their motorcycles. I 
have learned over the years that most men would rather 
spend time with their cars and motorcycles than with their 
families. Of course, this is true of my husband and brother, 
but we love them still the same, the men I mean. 

Because we were more than five hours late in our de-

parture, we were caught right in the middle of rush hour 
traffic in Houston. From there the trip went downhill. We 
met with roadwork, traffic signals and 35 mph speed lim
its for hours until we finally reached the state border and 
crossed into Arkansas. In Arkansas, although the speed 
limit is 70 mph, the entire interstate from Texarkana to 
West Memphis (on the Tennessee border) is under con
struction, so it was impossible to go anywhere near the 
speed limit, the best we could do was about 35 mph. I am 
sure this was one final curse on the home state of Presi
dent Clinton before he left office. 

Even with the traffic and construction, we made good 
time from Texarkana to Little Rock. However, shortly af- · 
ter passing through Little Rock-by then it was 3 a.m.
we came to a dead stand still on Interstate 40. A truck had · 
overturned and five miles of traffic was backed up on I-
40. At this point, we witnessed people outside their cars, 
pitching tents, toasting marshmallows and singing around 
campfires. We should have turned around and gone home.· 
We should have taken this as an omen, and a bad one at 
that, but we continued on. 

Through rain storms (and God forbid the motorcycles 
got wet), hills, roadwork, and children screaming and fight
ing we traveled on. Finally at 4 p.m. Friday, 23 hours later, 
we reached our destination and were able to start the re
laxation part of our vacation, or so we thought. 

First the motorcycles had to be untrailered-sounds easy 
enough. But again Murphy was present. All the motor
cycles started and ran, as they should, except my 
husband's. My husband's 1-year-old Harley-Davidson, 
Heritage Softail Classic, with all its chrome, new pipes 
and glory, sounded in desperate need of a tune-up. Even
tually after sitting for a few minutes it ran fine. But that 
only set the.tone for the remainder of the weekend. 

Men being men, my brother and my husband had to set 
out on the motorcycles to see the hills-I now have to 
remind you we are in the Smokey Mountains, not the flat 
plains of southeast Texas. Well, I am sure you are all way 

See Family Page 5 

Safety tips to keep children's car seats coo, 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Edit~r 

The summer months in Texas are known for one thing: 
the heat. June, July and August are the hottest months of 
the year, with temperatures reaching as high as 100 de
grees, sometimes higher. 

During these months vehicles sitting in the sun can be
come scorching hot inside. The Texas Department of Pub
lic Safety offers the following tips to keep children from 
being burned by hot car seats and boosters. 

• Keep the car seat covered with a blanket or towel 
when not in the car. This will help keep the seat cooler. 

• Check the metal clips before placing a child into the 
car seat. 

,. 

• Do ~ot add harness str~p covers or pads, which alter 
the way the seat is fitted. Use old T-shirts cut to size, in
stead. 

. The DPS also offers these tips for car seat safety: 
• Replace and destroy a car seat that was in a vehicle 

during a collision, even if a child was not in the seat. Car 
seats can sustain unseen damage during a crash. 

... Because children grow so fast, it is important to check 
the current seat's weight and height limit. Replace the seat 
when thy child has outgrown it. 

• Check for car seat recalls at <www.nhtsa.gov>. Fol
low the links to "recalls." 

• Information about where a certified child l?assenger 
safety technician can be found is located at 
<www.nhtsa.gov>. 

Will lost Chicago CD 
ever see light of day~ 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Editor Emeritus 

What if one of the most successful American rock bands 
recorded an album in 1992 only to have their label refuse 
to release it? What if that same band left that label and 
started their own? What if 10 years later that album still 
had not been released? Well, then you would be talking 
about Chicago. 

They recorded the album SloRe of Sisyphus in 1992 and 
have yet to release it, much to the dismay of their fans. 

The 12-track album features ground-breaking and in
novative songs that could have caused a second resur
gence of the band. Despite frequent requests from fans 
on their Web site, Chicago claims that they will not re
lease the album. Although you won't see the album, which 
fans have dubbed SOS, at record stores, you can down
load it at <http://thestone.isonfire.com/>, a site the band 
'does not sponsor. However, Chicago has not requested 
that the album be removed. 

The mystery surrounding the SOS album has grown into 
an Internet urban legend. Warner Brothers refused to re
lease the album because they felt it was unmarketable, 
not radio friendly. As a result, both parties decided to part 
ways. 

At that time (1992), Chicago created their own label, 
Chicago Records. Also during this- time, an unknown 
source leaked the demo version of SOS. Shortly after, 
Dewayne Bailey, who was Chicago's guitarist during the 
late '80s and early '90s, began to butt heads with the rest 
of the band. It is rumored that he spread the final version 
of the album. 

Curiously, SOS was the last album Bailey played on 
with Chicago. He was fired soon after. His alleged in• 
volvement in the leaking of SOS has not been cited as the 
major reason he was fired, but is the speculated reason. 

Chicago released five more albums after recording SOS. 
One was a Big Band-style album, one w~s a Christmas 
album, two were greatest hits albums and the last one was 
a live album. 

SOS featured a few tracks that easily could have been 
hits. The first track "All the Years," is a great tune re
counting the band's struggles throughout the years. The 
title track "Stone of Sisyphus" ·is another fast-paced song 
that also had hit potential, detailing Bailey's relationship 
with the daughter of Chicago bandmate Walt Parazaider. 

The most innovative song on the album is "Sleeping in 
the Middle of the Bed Again." This track combines the 
trademark Chicago horns and vocals along with rap. Yes; 
rap. The strangest thing is that it actually works and this 
is probably the best and catchiest.song on the album. 

Overall, SOS is Chicago going back to its roots. The 
album contains more rock- and jazz-oriented songs than 
the previous '80s albums, while it also includes a few 
ballads reminiscent of the '80s era. 

Hope for the release of SOS may come through Rhino 
Record's acquisition of the Chicago c~talog. This sum
mer Rhino will release Chicago's first 14 albums origi
nally released on Columbia Records. Will this lead to the . 
eventual release of SOS, only Rhino knows. 

Chicago first found success in the '70s with their inno
vative homed rock band fronted by brass and woodwind 
instruments and hits such as "Saturday in the Park," and 
"25 or 6 to 4." Chicago was reborn in the '80s as a ballad 
band with hits such as "Y-ou're the Inspiration" and "Hard 
to Say I'm Sorry." 

For more information about Chicago, visit their Web 
si e <www.chicagotheband.com>. For more information 
about SOS, visit <http://thestone.isonfire.com/>, where · 
both the demo and final version of the album can be down
loaded. The site. also has several links to other sites dis~ 
cussing the legend of SOS. 
Editors note: Information for this story came from the Web 
site noted in the text for SOS and several of the sites links. 

1 



In the math lab, COM student Latoshia Breed studies 
for her upcoming final. Breed was the recipient of the 
International Society of Poets award for her poem 
"Hungry Worshipper." Breed attended the convention 
if Orlando, Fla., March 1-3. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Family hightails 
it back to Texas 
Continued from Page 4 --------

. ahead of me. You guessed it: Both men wiped 
out. Collectively more than $35,000 worth of mo
torcycles were "severely injured". With the ex
ception of a broken clutch handle on my 
husband's motorcycle, all was fine. But I can't 
say as much for their egos· and pride (the men, 
not the motorcycles). 

So, why didn't we just pack up and go home? 
Well, being stubborn Texans, we fought for many 
hours to get there, and, by God, we were going to 
have a fun family vacation! (Just those words send 
shivers down my spine.) 

The following day my sister and I, together with 
all the children, went sightseeing. We traveled to 
the dark, deep, and might I add, wet caves of the 
Tuckaleechee Caverns. I do remember the tour 
guide mentioning something about a mile walk. 

What she neglected to mention was that the 
mile was straight down stairs that led to a pure 
water stream at the bottom. But if there is one 
thing I learned on this vacation, it is that there is 
a flip side to everything. What goes down must 
come up, and that was easier said than done. A 
mile-long walk up extremely steep stairs might 
sound easy to someone who spends his life in a 
gym, but for my sister and me this was no small 
feat. We finally came out of the caverns, and to 
our surprise, we did not call for oxygen. But we 
were in desperate need of a shower; the mud and 
clay stains still remain in my new pair of Capri 
pants to this day. -

And we never did get that much-needed shower 
before the entire famtly converged on us for din
ner. My mother had invited all the family to our 
cabin since it was the largest one. But with Cap
tain Morgan's help, who cared what we looked 
like. 

Thank goodness the family reunion only comes 
along once every two years; that gives the family 
enough time to forget the prior one. 

Even though our cabtn was reserved until Mon
day morning, at the first sight of light on Sunday 
morning, we packed up and hightailed it home, 
back to the comfort and safety of the great plains 
of Texas. 

All told, we drove for more than 42 hours to 
spend about 42 hours (of which we slept more 
than 16 hours) in a remote part of Tennessee and 
only saw family for less than six hours. 

"The best laid plans of mice and mon .... " 
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COM student recognized for poetry 
I 

By JENNIFER DEMETRIOS 
Guest Reporter 

"Poetry is an extension of myself; it's a part of me," 
said Latoshia Breed. 

Bree9 is the winner of The international Society of Po
ets award for her poem "Hungry Worshipper," about get
ting a closer relationship with God. "I was really proud 
of this poem; it was my pearl and I really hoped it would 
win." The prize consisted of a trophy and a medal in
scribed "International Society of Poets"; she attended the 

· convention in Orlando, Fla., March 1-3. 
Breed-, a 23-year-old College of the Mainland student, 

has been writing poetry since elementary school when 
she was first recognized by having a poem about sports 
printed in the school newspaper. During high school she 
also entered two poems that made semi-finals and were 
published in the International Society of Poets book. 

While attending Forest Brook High School in Houston 
she was given an English assignment to write a poem 
over one word, "lion," and had no trouble being able to 
expand it into a poem: "The Good Side of Faith." 

The inspiration for her poems comes from personal 
struggles she is going through or issues other people are 
dealing with. 

"Poetry is very natural for me;" Breed said. "If a word 
strikes me, I will write it down or make a mental note of 
it and expand on it to make a poem in my free time." 
Breed keeps a journal and a book of poetry with dates by 
it. "I look back in my poetry book and check the same 
date in my journal to see if what I was going through at 

the time matches my poem." 
Sleep doesn't seem to slow Breed down. Once she woke 

up and started to think about "stuff'; afterward she wrote 
a two-page poem. 

Breed, who has finished her second semester at COM, 
switched her major from dietetics to communication. "I 
don't like how most people view poetry as lame, and I 
hope that my poetry is something people can relate to and 
understand." 

Song writing, which she has been doing for two years, 
and singing are other passions of hers. "I am interested in 
pursuing a career in song writing, but I would want to 
sing my own songs, so they can come across the way I 
want them~" Breed said. 

Breed attended a songwriting seminar and was told that 
writing a country song was the hardest type to write. How
ever, she was able to do it. "I consider myself stretchab_le 
because l write and listen to a variety of music as long as 
it is Christian. The music I listen to reflects what mood I 
am in," Breed said. 

Breed enjoys the poetry of Edgar Allen Poe and Maya 
Angelou. "I think she (Angelou) is really cool, and she 
presents herself as being very distinguished." She also 
reads a variety of famous quotes because they get her 
"mind pumping." 

The quote that has been running through Breed's head 
lately is "carpe diem," meaning seize the day. She first 
heard it in a ministry internship where she did clergy work; 
the internship used the phrase to inspire people to make 
their lives meaningful. She later heard the quote in the 
movie Dead P6f4(s Society. 

4( 

COM graduate a lo.cal business success 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

Students at College of the Mainland frequently hear 
stories about credit hours at this campus not transferring 
to an upper level university. Some students also believe 
they cannot be as successful in business if they begin their 
education in a community college. But one former COM 
student who has attended schools such as Texas A&M 
U niveristy in College S~ation and the University of Hous
ton, central campus, will argue any one of those points in 
favor of her hometown college. 

Local resident and successful business woman Vicki 
Clark has lived and prospered in the Texas City/La 
Marque community for more than 20 years. She gradu
ated from COM in the '80s and was able to transfer her 
credit hours to the University of Houston-Clear Lake, 
without a problem, where she earned her bachelor's de
gree in business and accounting. Clark also is a licensed 
certified public accountant. 

"I cannot express enough to any student coming out of 
high school how important a college education is in this 
day and time," Clark said: "COM is a g(eat local campus 
with very qualified professors." 

Clark was doing bookkeeping and ·accounting work 
with Cathy Willis-now her partner at the CPA firm of 
Willis & Clar.I< in Texas City-prior to sitting for the CPA 
exam in San Antonio. "The certification exam for a CPA 
license is harder than the bar exam administered to law 
students," Clark said. "The reason is that the exam for 
accountants must cover all laws pertaining to the Inter
nal Revenue Service, together with all local and nation
wide taxing entities, and the bar exam is strictly geared 
toward the state in which you will be licensed." 

Several of tl]1: local businesses are owned and controlled 
by Clark, including Atlas Transmission in Texas City, 
which she owns jointly with Willis. Clark solely controls 
the Texas City businesses: Quality Cuts Hair Salon, From 
the Heart Florist, Home Town America Mortgage and 
others, along with several rental properties and some com
mercial property. 

"l decided from a very early age that I did not want to 
work for.someone else, especially after working for large 
companies like South Shore Harbour Developers or Sysco 

Food Sy.stems Inc.," Clark said. 
Although Clark spends many hours hard at work both 

at her office and at home, whece she works via computer 
connection to her office, she tries to get away from work 
every now and then by vacationing in the Caribbean or 
working in her yard. 

"Yard work is my way of venting," Clark said. "I can 
work in my yard and forget about all the office problems, 
employee problems or renter problems," Clark said. 
. But when not at work or in her yard, Clark spends time 

at home alone in solitude with her two cats. Sable, who 
has been renamed Sybil because of her ever-changing 
personalities, is a huge fat black cat. Her newest addition 
is an orange and white tabby kitten whom she named Harry, 
after Harry Houdini because he is always disappearing, 
"and lately so has all the candy out of my candy dishes," 
Clark said. She has since located the missing candy under 
her sofa where Harry hid it. · 

Local small business entrepreneur Vicki Clark, hard 
at work at her accounting firm In Texas City, is a gradu
ate of COM and the University of Houston-Clear Lake. 
Since graduating she has taken over several strug
gling small businesses and has been able to make 
them profitable. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 
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Mom's wrath overrides picky eating 

As an adult and parent, my childhood memories are 
suddenly beginning to make sense, and I am finally 
understanding why my mom did the things she did. 

As a child, it is difficult to understand why your mom 
would get so irritated when you were simply saying you 
did not like lima beans. As an adult it is e\sy to see that 
maybe it was because she had been cleaning and 
cooking all day, and that every night you had com
plained about at least one thing on the table. 

My mom was not the type that made my brother and 
me eat all that was put on our plates or even try some
thing we were dead set on hating. But she was the type 
that said ifwe did not like what she cooked, then "make 
something for yourself." 

But when it came to the family being invited to 
someone else's house for dinner, that was another story. 

Her rule for that was simple: You eat it and be grateful; 
no complaining or obscene faces and definitely no 
saying, "I don't like that." 

Perhaps the one food I hated the most as a child was 
lasagna. Not that I had ever tried it, but come on, just 
look at it. Does that look like something a kid would 
enjoy? I had takeu one look at the lasagna my mom had 
made for dinner one night and made the decision I 
would ma_ke myself a peanut butter and jelly sandwich. 

Well, low and behold, one night some friends of my 
parents had invited us to dinner and guess what ap
peared on their table? That's right: lasagna. 

Of course, with my mom sitting right there, I smiled_ 
as she scooped a hearty helping onto my plate. Inside I 
was contemplating my next move-'-do I grin and bear it 
and take a bite, or do I fake that I am sick? If I fake sick, 
I'd better be able to pull it off, _or I face the wrath of my 
mother. I decided to take a bite. 

WOW! What was this? I loved it! Yes, I loved it. 
So, as ah adult, who still loves lasagna (and hates lima 

beans), I realize that I should not have been so afraid of 
trying new foods as a child, or even now. I am still a 
"picky eater." But I learned a valuable lesson: Don't 
knock it till you try it. 

Children practice to improve soccer skills dur
ing the June COM soccer camp hosted by the 
SAB for local children. Camp was held twic~ 
daily; ·mornings for younger children and eve
nings for older ones. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

COM Multicultural Team hosts Juneteenth celebration 
Continued from Page 1 ----------

The College of the Mainland Multicultural Team held a 
Juneteonth celebration in the Student Center June I 9. 

Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes, COM president, had ap
proached Tillie Henson, Library Circulation coordinator, 
with the idea of the celebration about a week before the 
event. Henson, along with Beverly Mitchell, Facilities co
ordinator, organized the event. · 

Dr. Hayes opened the program by welcoming everyone 
to "the first annual Juneteenth celebration at COM" and 
introducing Deloris Penrice, who sang freedom songs, 
while those attending were in line to receive the free lunch. 
Penrice is a member of the First Baptist Missionary Church 
in Texas City, where is sings in the choir. 

Pratt followed Penrice 's performance with a speech 
explaining what Juneteenth is all about. A dance to the 
song "No More Drama" by Mary J. Blige was performed 
by the Praise Team from Galveston, directed by Jennifer 
Womack. 

To conclude the program, Penrice invited the audience 

to stand and hold hands while she led them in a moving 
rendition of "We Shall Overcome." This song, popular
ized by the civil right movement of the '60s, is based on 
an African-American spiritual from before the Civil War. 

_A table was set up displaying various items, including 
inventions by African Americans. Also displayed was a 
chart that listed 22 inventions of African Americans dur
ing the late 18th and early 19th centuries. The chart listed 
the inventor, the invention, date of inventions and the 
patent number. 

Some of those listed included J.A. Burr, who invented 
the lawn mower for which he obtained a patent May 9, 
1899; F. Flemming Jr., who invented the guitar and ob
tained a patent on March 3; 1886; F.M. Jones, who in
vented the air conditioning unit which was patented on 
July 12, 1949; and G.T. Woods, who invented the tele
phone transmitter for which he obtained a patent on Dec. 
2, 1884. . 

Students from Patti Dixon's high school summer school 
economics class at COM attended the program. The stu-

dents wrote the Multicultural Team letters thanking them 
for putting on the program, for the free barbecue lunch 
and Dr. Pratt for his speech. 

Many of the students also informed the team via the 
-letters that they did not know what Juneteenth was and 
were thankful for the experience. 

Student Jackie Burbhatter wrote; "When I first heard 
about Juneteenth,.l really didn't understand what it was 
about.'.' She continued to write that the dancers, singer 
and speech gave her a better 4nderstanding of the cel
ebration. 

Tiffany Starr, a student from Hitchcock, wrote: "I hope 
to see Dr. Pratt speak again soon. He -is very moving and 
motivational." 

Ryan Fuentes wrote: "I had a wonderful time learning 
about the importance of Juneteenth." 

Business Professor Selina Rahman, leader of the 
Mulitcultural Team, dismissed the audience with recog
nition of guests and the hard work Henson put into the 
program. 

Experimental Englis_h 1301 class 
offered as Internet/lecture combo 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Copy Editor 

The College of the Mainland Humanities Team will offer an English 1301 "experimen
tal/ hybrid class" in the fall. The hybrid class, which wiil be taught by English professor, 
Dr. Gilchrist White, will combine online class instruction with classroom instruction. 
The hybrid class will meet once a week either on Tuesdays or Thursdays at 9:30 a.m., but 
the majority of the work will be done online at the students' convenience. 

Dr:. White presented the idea of a hybrid class to Dr. James Templer, vice prei;ident/ 
dean of instruction, after realizing some students who register for English 1301 do not 
complete the course and drop out due to conflicting work schedules. Dr. White believes 
the new class will attract a larger enrollment because of its flexibility. 

"It will attract students who enjoy the structure of a classroom setting but also enjoy 
online instruction," White said. 

If the new class is successful, Dr. White will add a hybrid English 1302 class in the 
spring semester. Dr. White stresses that the new class will have the same requirements, 
same amount of work and same materials as any other English 1301 class ~aught at COM. 
"The only difference is we're combining online instruction with classroom instruction," 
White emphasized. · 

Physical Education Professor Al Bass (right) works out with Kaye Bales in the aero
bic room of the Gym. Look for a story on Bass's Weight Reduction and Maintenance 
class in the fall semester issues of the lnterCOM. (Photo by Myra Rucker) 

If students are interested in the hybrid class but do not have _access to the Internet, the 
COM Innovations Lab, open to all students with an ID, will offer the class on \YebCT, the 
Internet program which r1;1ns most of the Internet courses for COM. 
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U.S. pledge ruled 
unconstitutional 

Financial Aid application now on-line 

· By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editc;,r 

The most valuable and sought after paper-U .S. 
currency-is notably marked with the words "In 
God We Trust." Even the nation's highest court, 
the Supreme Court, which has sworn t9 uphold 
the rights set forth in the U.S. Constitution, be
gins each session with the phrase "God save the 
United States and this honorable Court." 

But all this may have to change if the 9th Cir
cuit Court has its way. 

In a ruling on June 26, the federal court justices 
of the 9th Circuit Court-which covers Alaska, 
Ariziona, California, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, 
Nevada, Oregon and Washington state-voted that 
the wording "under God" in the Pledge of Alle
giance was unconstitutional. 

By BRITTANI GUERIN 
Staff Reporter 

Attending college can be a huge financial burden, but 
it doesn't have to be. Grants, scholarships and loans are 
available and applying for them has become even easier. 

Stuqents needing assistance with college expenses may 
apply for financial aid online without coming into the 
College of the Mainland Financial Aid Services Office. 

According to information from Becky Miles, asssociate 
vice president of Student Financial Services/Judicial co
ordinator, all a student has to do to apply online is go t<? 
the COM Web site at <www.mainland.cc.tx.us> and click 
on Financial Aid at the top of the page. 

Once he or she has located the page, the student then 
should scroll down to Grants and click on Free Applica-

• tion for Federal Student Aid. This is the application site 
for the Federal Pell Grant and other sources of financial 
aid available through COM. About two weeks after the 
student completes this form online, the Department of 
Education will mail an acknowledgement that his or her 
application has been processed and sent to COM. 

The next step in the process is to click on Student Fi
nancial Services Application. This form must be printed, 
signed and sent to the Student Financial Services Office. 

The Department of Education requires students to sign 
a form stating that they give permission to the college to 
charge their tuition and fees, books and supplies against 
their available grants. Without the student's signature on 
this form, COM cannot use the student's grant to pay his 
or her college expenses. . 

The SFS Application form can be mailed to the COM 
- office or hand delivered. 

The Student Financial Services Web page also offers 
details about funding sources available t~rouglt COM, in
cluding free scholarship search sources. 

Student Financial Services office hours are Mondays 
and Tuesdays 8 a.m.-7 p.m. and Wednesdays through Fri
days 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

COM students without access to a computer can use 
the computers in the library, located in the Learning Re
sources Center, or in the Innovations lab in the Technical/ 
Vocational Building. 

Library hours are Mondays through Thursdays 7:30 
a.m.-9 p.m., Fridays 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. and Saturdays 9 
a.m.-1 p.m. Innovations lab hours are Mondays 7 a.m.-
8:30 p.m., Tuesdays through Thursdays 7 a.m.- 9:30 p.m. 
and Fridays 8 a.m.- noon. 

Students with questions can contact financial aid at 
(409) 9?8-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 274. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was originally writ
ten in 1892 by Francis Bellamy for a children's 
magazine. The Pledge of Allegiance was then used 
by school children across the country to com
memorate the 400th anniversary of Christopher 
Columbus discovering America. Since that day 
school children have been reciting it religiously 
on most school mornings, both in public and pri
vate schools around the country. 

Re~ruiting strategies focus of Nursing Team 

The Pledge of Allegiance, has had some minor 
revisions over the years, including the change from 
"my flag" to "the Flag of the United States of 
America," so that immigrants would not confuse 
the wording to mean the flag of their home coun
try. The much fought over phrase of today "under 
God,:' did not become a part of the Pledge of Al
legiance 'lntil 1954 when President Eisenhower 
signed an order. 

There is one bright note, the 9th Circuit Court 
has been reversed at least 24 times and at least 16 
of those reversals were 9-0. 

Continued from Page 1 
Nursing Team in implementing many strategies to increase 
enrollment and student retention in the nursing program. 

The team implemented a pre-nursing program in fall 
2001 in which all students who register as pre-nursing 
students are assigned to a nursing faculty mentor. l'he 
faculty mentor follows the pre-nursing student through 
his/her enrollment at COM. The team also hired, in March. 
Ann Cochran, a licensed profeJsional counselor, to serve 
in the_role_ of J1UISe couns.elor IQ assist pre:nursing and 
nursing students with personal problems that may inter
fere with their ability to be successful in their education, 
as well as to assist them with study skills, test taking skills 
and other related learning requirements, Reeves said. 

The Nursing Team also has been acti\'lely involved in 

9 quick tips for college success 
By BRITTANI GUERIN 
Staff Reporter 

Everyone wants to be successful in college, but many are unsure of what they need to 
do to be successful students. During my past two years at Texas A&M University, I have 
discovered what works and wh~t doesn't. The following are guidelines to follow on the 
road to college success. 
Study tips: 

• It is best to study in a quiet place. Libraries and study carrels are ideal, but wherever 
you decide to study, alwaY.s consider the possible distractions you may face. 

• Read everything the professor assigns. Professors set expectations for a reason. Suf
ficient reading can mean the difference between whether you pass a test or not. 

• Fight procrastination. Pulling an all-nighter will not always work. If you keep on top 
of what you need to study, you won't feel as frantic when it is time for the test. 

• Prioritize; study the most important points first. 
• Remember to take breaks; do not overload yourself. Putting too much on your plate 

is an equation for disaster. 
Tips on dealing with professors: 

• Leaming to deal with professors is a key to succeeding in college. Do not be afraid 
to talk to your professors one on one. Use offic.e hours to your advantage; that's why 
they exist. . 

• Get to know your professors and make sure they get to know you; this will make the 
semester seem more manageable.· 
Test-taking tips: 

• The best test-taking strategy: be prepared. Get adequate rest the night before. Avoid 
all-nighters! 

• Read each question carefully. Do not skim a question for the sake of saving time. 

recruitment strategies across the college district by attend
ing several career fairs,in the Houston area in an effort to 
advertise the program, Reeves said. The nursing program 
anticipates approxi~ately 30 students to be admitted into 

• the program in the fall. 
D.r. Reeves' long-term plans for COM's Nursing Pro

gram include adding a licensed vocational program by 
spring 2004, adding a paramedic to registered nurse pro
gram by the end of 2004, admitting two classes of student 
nurses a__year instead of one an~ building the enrollment 
to the nursing program to 50 or 60 students. 

As director, Dr. Reeves is committed to the nursing pro
gram and to having the program grow in quantity and qual
ity as she works together with the Nursing Team to pur
sue their goals. 

Learn to pace yourself. Keep track of time; do not waste too much time on one question. 
If time permits, always go back and check your work. 

While there are no guarantees, these suggestions could greatly improve the probabil
ity of a student's success. 

The Summer 2002 lnterCOM staff gathers for a photo in the COM Library. From left 
are Managing Editor April Brandon, Editor Emeritus Michael Navarro, Brittani Guerin, 
Copy Editor Daniel K. Laj and Assistant Editor Kristy Roberts. Not pictured Myra 
Rucker, Orlando Smith and Adviser Astrid H. Lowery. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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What's Happening 
::-::=================================== 

Performing in The Sound of Music, which includes 37 actors, are from left, Lesley D. Sisk, as Mother Abbess; 
Kelley Dale, as Maria; and Melanie Bernsen, as Sister Berthe. The Sound of Music, which runs from July 18 
through Aug. 11, will close out the 30th season in the COM Arena Theatre. 

Sound of Music final show of season 
By BRITTANI GUERIN 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre will end its 
30th season with "America's most cherished musical," 
Rodgers & Hammerstein's The Sound of Music. 

Centered in war-torn Europe, The Sound of Music tells 
the true story of a nun named Maria who becomes a~ edu
cator to the children of Austrian naval Captain von Trapp, 
whom she later marries. 

Thirty-seven actors will star in the play, including Kelly 

Dale as Maria and Josh Morrison as Captain von Trapp. 
COM Director of Theatre Programs Jack Westin will 

direct the production, which runs from July 18 through 
Aug. 11. When asked how such a large musical would be 
staged in COM Arena Theatre, Westin responded, "Com
plete sets, full scenery and evocative lighting will be used." 

The Sound of Music was staged at COM before, in 1980. 
Performances are Thursdays-Saturdays at 8 p.m. and 

Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 
For ticket information, contact the box office at ( 409) 

938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 

Oa~_to be planted in Hansmire's memory 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

With the May 3 death of geology and math Professor 
David Hansmire. a scholarship fund has been set up in 
the College of the Mainland Foundation Office. More than 
50 donations have been contributed to the David Hansmire 
Scholarship Fund, totaling $4,182, said Heather Flynn, 
director of COM Foundation. 

After several inquiries the foundation office has set up 
another fund to dedicate a permanent memorial on cam
pus in Hansmire ·s memory. The idea of an oak tree was 
presented and accepted. This idea has been used for sev
eral deceased COM employees. Among them are Joseph 
Rotramel and Sidney Owens, whose trees are located be
tween the Administration Building and the Physical Edu-

cation Building. 
Th,e foundation office has considered planting the tree 

by the Math/Science Building but will discuss the matter 
further with staff and landscaping professionals. 

The foundation office will accept donations to cover 
the cost of purchasing the tree and the labor to have it 
planted. The estimated cost is $300 to $350. and the of-· 
fice has received donations totaling $170, Flynn said. 

The tree planting may take place the week of Aug. 19, 
when faculty return to campus for the fall semester, but 
no definite plans have been made. 

To make a donation to either of these funds in 
Hansmire's memory, stop by the foundation office located 
in the Administration Building. 

For more information, contact Flynn at ( 409) 938-12 J I 
or toll free l (888) 258-8859, Ext. 557. 

SummerlI arid (~II registration currently underwaJ 
J!y BR.fITANI GUERI~ 
Staff R~porter 

College of the. Mainland registration for Summer , 
II and Ute fall semester is now undeiway. 

Summer U -classes and late registration begin July 

•· ...... 8~ r~gistration hours. are 8 a.i:p.- 7 p.m~ in OnfAdmis-
. . sions OfficeJocated in the Administration Building. 

Fall on-cmilpus and telephone registrati<ln began 
April 16 and will continue through Aug. 23. 

. On-camRl's ~gistratk1n week wtll be held ill the Stu
qent C~nter Aug:··20 through Aqg. 23. Late regj~tra:· 
ti?n wiHbe Aug,. Z6 and 27 .in the Admissions. Oflke. 
· FaU classes ~egin Aug. 26-. . • 
Registra.tion hours are Mondays and Tuesdays, 8 

a.m.-7 p.m. aqd Wednesdays through Fridays, 8 a.m.-

s~~ . 4 

t For more information~ <:ontactthe Admissions Of
fice at (409) 938-1211 or toll free l (888) 258-8859. 
Ext.264 

This year the age-old, widely known secret of 
priest pedophilia finally received public attention. 

While pub-lie opinion is fairly similar about what 
should be done,.,to the offending priests, lnt~rCOM 
asked: What punishment should the priests and the 
bishops who covered up the pedophilia and trans
ferred offending priests to other dioceses receive. 

: : ··•·•·v \ { . 
Matt .&rad~t@t They 

'' sbbuhJ- h¢ Jt~ated lbe 
! s.ime a.Sita dfllticoni~ 
.mitted the cririle .. They 

. should be. Weld to a 
? higher standird. They 
: #te being. ~ic.~®P be-' 

fausethey ar&f pfiests. 

Sue Peac;'; .Beca~se 
they betrayeq the trust 

, I hf~··m!ny::b~l~evtfS, l 

11:[t~~E:E 
with the la~ and the 

~ ... church. 

Christian Bernah 
think they s~{)uld b_e 
prosecuted, Jt4s wrong 
what th6y are doing. 

Selma Kish.war: They 
should be p;y:t in jail. 
There sbou_l<f be no 
double standard. 

, Wayne 

··•···:w!::e!~d,VIW:~ 
. au offices penna1w-p11y. 
'ffh~y should be g!~en a 
J~Jr trial and pr<½cxruted 
tO the fuHesfextent of 

: . \~eJaw. >' 

Jesidc.a Moses. They 
should be prosecuted. 
)usf because th~y are 

.. l pµ~~ d~s;qptmean •II 
fheJshouldJ~i'Y.-¥ spe
cial treatment. . . .... • 

.. 

;lte¥. Dwayne Hopkins: 
11:WY messed up, !be-

1 · fi'eve there is no wrong . 
you can do that you 
can't be forgiven f oc. 

, Stefany _Scruggs: They 
should be prosecuted 
like any other citizen for 
doing acts against chit., 
dren. 
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Dr. Smith rallies 
public at protest 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Assistant Editor 

"No Blo9d for Oil!," "Stop the War! End Racism!," 
"Money for Jobs not for War!" were some of the signs 

·that decorated the lawn outside the Federal Building in 
Galveston Sept. 20 as some 150 protestors gathered to 
speak out against the Bush administration's push toward 
war with Iraq. 

As the American flag blew briskly in the wind above 
the heads of protesters amid the speeches, folk songs and 
chants, one could easily mistake this scene as a peace rally 
against the Vietnam War and not against an impending 
war with Iraq. 

The protest, which lasted a little over two hours, was 
organized by College of the Mainland professor, Dr. David 
Michael Smith, and the Galveston Peace Actio.n Network 
Progressive Workers Organizing Committee. The protest
ors, comprised of doctors, veterans, professors and civil
ians spoke out agamst the current administration's plan 
to rush into a war and neglect the domestic problems on 
the home front, such as health care and the economy. 

"The clouds of war are seen on the horizon," Dr. Smith 
said. "We need to recognize this country is committing 
ge'nocide, and we will oppose a war that will shed the 
blood of our brothers, both American and Iraqi, in the 
name of capitalism." Dr. Smith also referred to President 

See No war Page 5 

COM professor, Dr. David Michael Smith, rallies the 
public to protest President Bush's plan to use mili
tary force on Iraq. The protest was held in Galveston 
Sept. 20. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

U.S. Rep. Charlie A. Gonzalez (left) and U.S. Rep. Nick Lampson bestow upon COM history profe~sor, Dr. Manuel 
Urbina II, the Henry B. Gonzales Hispanic Leadership Award. The award ceremony was a part of the 2nd Annual 
Hispanic Issues Conference held at Galveston College July 20. Dr. Urbina was given the award for his work and 
commitment to the community. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda ~r.) 

Dr. Urbina honored at conference 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Correspondent 

While the nation is poised to see and hear the sights and 
sounds associated with Hispanic ' Heritage Month from 
Sept. 15 to Oct. 15, in the July session of the U.S. House 
of Representatives more than 20 Hispanics of the 9th U.S. 
Congressional District were honored as a testimonial that 
Hispanics are an integral part of what makes America great. 

"M,r. Speaker, I rise today to honor local Hispanic citi
zens from the 9th District of Texas who were chosen for 
their work in the community," U.S. Rep. Nick Lampson, 
·D-Beaumont, stated at the Proceedings and Debates of the 
107th Congress. He then read the names of recipients of · 
the Henry B. Gonzalez Hispanic Leadership Award. 

Among those honored for their work and commitment 
to the community was College of the Main_land history 
professor, Dr. Manuel Urbina 11,whose biographical data 
for the award read in part as follows:"As an historian and 
educator, Dr. Urbina has enriched our society and raised 
appreciation of the Hispanic presence in the United States 
by presenting a variety of educational and cultural pro
grams via the Cinco de Mayo Festival." 

For Cinco de Mayo this year Dr. Urbina held a reunion 
of some of the original faculty and staff from when COM 
first opened its doors in 1967. Amdng those special guests, 
was Dr. Herbert Stallworth, COM's first president. 

The 30th annual Cinco de Mayo festival ne.xt May prom
ises to be one of epic proportions. Highlights of the festi
val will include a combination of Texas-Mexico history 
focusing on the legendary Pancho Villa and the role that 
Texas City played in the Mexican Revolution. 

U.S. Rep. Charlie A. Gonzalez, D-San Antonio, of the 
· 20th Congressional District of Texas, assisted Rep. 

Lampson in the presentation of the awards during the. 
2nd Annual Hispanic Issues Conference held at Galveston 
College July 20. 

"Congressman Lampson is very insightful in promot
ing pride in the Hispanic community," Dr. Urbina said 
about receiving the award. "Leaders that promote useful 
and edifying activities consider it a tribute to Congress
man Lampson to highlight our culture in this manner." 

The award named after the late U.S. Rep. Henry B. 
Gonzalez (1916-2000), was created by Rep. Lampson to 
recognize those who have had a positive impact both in 
the Hispanic community and the broader society as well. 

The elder Rep. Gonzalez was a dynamic figure in the 
political arena for half of the 20th century. He ascended 
from a San Antonio councilman in 1953 to the Texas Sen
ate (1953-1961), culminating his career as a U.S. con
gressman until his death in November 2000. 

The elder Gonzalez had many accomplishments as well 
as awards and honorary degrees from colleges and uni
versities such as St. Mary's University in San Antonio. 
He worked on legislation that was eventually incorpo
rated into the Equal Opportunities Act of 1964. Although 
he supported and initiated legislation for the welfare of 
Hispanics, he never ran on a Hispanic platform. 

The Hispanic Issues Conference, created by Rep. 
Lampson, highlights the Southeast Texas' Hispanic com
munity and provides a forum for the issues faced by His
panics in the 21st century. 

"Es un placer de saludar a mis amigos conocidos y a 
mis amigos nuevos" (It is a pleasure to greet my old 
friends and my new friends), Rep. Lampson said in his 
welcoming speech before he introduced the featured 
speaker, Rep. Gonzalez, Henry B. Gonzalez' son. 

See Hispanics Page 6 
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News/Editorials 

Students kicked off the new school semester Sept. 10. Approximately 300 students attended the party hosted by 
the Student Activities Board and the COM Amigos. Music for the bash was provided by disc jockey "X" from 
Party 104.9 KPTY-FM. Hungry kickoff visitors also were treated to a variety of traditional dishes, such as garnachas 
and arroz con leche from Venezuela and Belize. (Photo by Michael Smith) 

Kickoff tells students of COM activities 
By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

Students who have bounced around the college this se
mester looking for activities to do or clubs to join found 
out what is available on campus at the Welcome Back 
Kickoff and Club Day. 

The event, held Sept. 10 in the breezeway at the Leam
ing Recources Center, was visited by approximately 300 
students looking to get involved in the organized events 
on campus."The Welcome Back Kickoff is designed to 
have the active clubs on campus out recruiting students 
and to have students understand what clubs are available 
to them," said Maryann Urick, coordinator of ~ecreation 
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and Student Activities. 
Not only were all the campus clubs available to greet 

potential new members but students also were treated to 
traditional South American food and tunes from Triple X, 
a disc jockey from Party 104.9 K.PTY-FM."I got my name 
many years before the movie came out," X said. 

Traditional dishes from Venezuela and Belize were 
served to hungry kickoff visitors. 

Mayra Sanchez showed school caterers how to prepare 
garnachas, a traditional Belizean appetizer. 

Garnachas are prepared by placing polio guisado 
( chicken cooked in seasoned tomato base sauce) over 
beans spread on a tostada shell. Next shredded cabbage, 
diced tomatoes and queso blanco (white cheese) are used 
to top off the garnachas. 

Mary Angel Romer9 provided arroz con leche, a tradi
tional Venezuelan mixture of rice and a half-and-half mix
ture of condensed milk and water. The rice is slowly sim
mered in the mixture so it does not get lumpy. The dish is 
then cooked until it becomes mildly sweet. 

Arroz con leche is a popular dish in Venezuela and is 
eaten during any part of the day, including in the morning 
for breakfast. 

Students said they were glad the college puts on events 
like the Welcome Back Kickoff. "It's fun," said Mirela 
Bedini, who is studying to be a dentist. "It gives us a chance 
to relax after chemistry class." Bedini's friend and class
mate, Ausyeh Tavakkoli agreed and said the Welcome 
Back Kickoff was fun and useful. 

"It might help me find a job," Tavakkoli said. 

Non-stop laughs begin Oct. 24 
By TERRY L REYES 
Staff Reporter 

, The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre will present 
A Flea In Her Ear, Oct. 24-Nov. 17. This comedy, written 
by Georges Feydeau, is one that wiO keep you on the edge 
of your seat and take you from hysterical romantic affairs 
to chance meetings in the most unlikely places.A Flea In 
Her Ear offers non-stop laughs, mistaken identities, ex
treme jealousies and wild imaginings. Hold onto your 
seats, this show will roll you over with laughter. Guaran
teed satisfaction-all will leave with a smile. 

.Bush too gong-ho 
for war with Iraq 

~ Daniel 
K.Lai 

As I sat watching our president honor the lives lost 
on Sept. 11 and in the same breath push forward his 
war on Iraq, I began to question his reasoning. After 
all, with little support from the American people, our 
senators or our allies, why is Mr. Bush so gung-ho fo r, 
war? What I discovered I did not expect to find. 

First you must ask in regard to a wartime invasion: 
"Why?" What does America stand to gain by invading 
another country? Those who believe the black and 
white print in a standard issue government textbook 
might tell you the war is for peace and democracy. But 
those who can read between the lines and can see 
through the looking glass might tell you otherwise ... 
for the protection of democracy? Highly unlikely. 

Over the years America's negative image as "police
man of the world," serving to secure the democratic 
interests of people, has not changed. Some might think 
it has gotten worse. America is seen as a big bully, 
taking what we want from whom we want by any 
means possible. Nations don't act like that, but 
America has evolved into an empire. Our own allies 
are questioning the justification to rally with us against 
Iraq, and President Bush cannot provide them with a 
decent cover story. 

Case in point: After Sept. 11, President Bush rallied 
the support of the American people for his "war on 
terrorism." It sounds good, right? Send in a few 
American troops, launch a few ballistic missiles and 
kill a few thousand Taliban soliders in the name of 
peace and democracy. An eye for an eye. Make 
Afghanistan ail example and show the world America 
will not tolerate terrorism. 

What about all the innocent lives lost on both the 
American and Afghan sides? Casualities of war the 
government will tell you. Innocent lives are taken, 
lives of those who possibly have no association with 
Osama bin Laden and his al-Qaida network. The 
government accounts for a certain degree of collateral 
damage (people killed or injured) when we do decide 
to invade a country. 

Flash forward to present day. Afghanistan is pretty 
much plowed through, the Taliban is on the run and no 
one knows if bin Laden is still alive. But hey, America 
showed the world we will not tolerate terrorism. 

Now what if President Bush were given another 
chance to take a different route after the attacks on 
Sept. 11. What if he had gone to the United Nations, 
declared this as a crime against humanity and rallied 
the support of countries across the world to demand 
bin Laden's surrender. I think the pressure alone would 
have been enough for the Taliban to surrender. 

But this is nothing new. America does this every day. 
Our soliders occupy countries across the world in the 
guise of a white knight protecting "our" interests by 
defending right-wing dictators who agree with capital
ism. America is not flexing its political muscles in the 
name of democracy. Politicians are after one thing: 
capital. They will do anything to see the continuation 
of capitalism all over the world regardless of whom 
they bulldoze under to get it. 

America stopped this Sept. 11 to remember the more 
than 3,000 people lost in the attacks. How many hours, 
days and years would it take if the world paused in 
honor of the innocent lives lost every day for the "war 
against capitalism"? How can we even begin to ask for 
support when our neighbors can only shudder when 
they hear our name? 



West Nile virus calls 
for preventive action 
By DANIEL K. lAI 
Assistant Editor 

The recent outbreak of the West Nile virus, a virus fairly 
uncommon in the United States, has caused increased 
awareness of what can be done to prevent or lessen the 
chances of becoming infected. 

The West Nile virus, which is commonly transmitted 
through the blood of infected mosquitoes to humans and 
livestock, can cause a wide range of mild to severe infec
tions. West Nile fever, the mildest form of the disease, 
simply causes flu-like symptoms in the infected person. 
West Nile encephalitis causes inflammation of the brain, 
while West Nile meningitis and meningoencephalis cause 
both inflammation of the brain and its membrane as well 
as the spinal cord. According to the Centers for Disease 
Control, among those with severe illness due to the vi
rus, fatalities range from 3 percent to 15 percent and in
crease among the elderly. Less than 1 percent of those 
infected develop severe illness. 

The Centers for Disease Control post on their Web site 
<www.cdc.gov> important tips on preventive measures 
against West Nile virus. These tips include: · 

• Apply insect repellent sparingly to exposed skin. The 
more DEET a repellant contains, the longer time it can 
protect against mosquito bites. 
• Spray clothing with repellents containing permethrin 
or DEET since mosquitoes bite through thin clothing. 
• Place mosquito netting over infant carriers when in
fants are outdoors. 
• When outdoors, wear long-sleeved shirts and long 
pants._ 
• Install or repair window and door screens so mos
quitoes cannot get indoors. 
• At least once or twice a week, empty water from 
flower pots, pet food and water dishes, birdbaths, swim
ming pool covers, buckets, barrels and cans. 
• Check and clean clogged rain gutters. 
• Remove discarded tires and any other items that col
lect water. 
According to the CDC, symptoms of minor infection 

from the virus include fever, headache, body aches and 
swollen lymph glands. More severe symptoms, which 
could lead to West Nile meningitis or encephalitis, in
clude headache, high fever, neck stiffness, stupor, disori
entation, coma, tremors, convulsions and paralysis. It is 

, estimated that 1 in 150 people infected with the virus 
will develop severe illness. 

If you suspect infection, contact the nearest medical 
facility and seek attention; there is currently no vaccina
tion against West Nile virus. 

College Day set for Oct. 29 
)?eople who are interested in acquiring infor

mation about four-year colleges and universities 
in Texas might be interested in attending Col
lege Day at College of the Mainland Oct. 29, 10-
2 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. in the Gym. Booths will be 
set up by 32 colleges and universities. 

For more information contact Lucy Rodriquez 
in the Counseling Center at ( 409) 938-1211 or 
toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 277. 

Multi-cultoce luncheon Oct. 15 
Are you interested in learning about a variety of 

cultures or sharing your culture with others? 
The Multi-Cultural Lunch Fest will be Tuesday, 

Oct. 15, 12:30 p.m. in the Sun Room of the Stu
dent Center. To participate you must bring a dish 
from your culture. 

For more information contact Maryann Urick at 
( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Exts. 
417or418. 
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Events of 9/11, Pearl Harbor siinilar 

Now that the one year anniversary of the tragic events 
of Sept. 11 has passed into history (thankfully without 
incident), one may take the time to make a comparison 
between those days and the days following the bombing 
of Pearl Harbor some 61 years ago. 

As the senior member of the InterCOM staff, I have 
lived through both of those earth-shaking events, and 
although both events differ greatly, there are some 
similarities. 

It was on a Sunday afternoon when a friend and I 
were at the midget auto races at what was then far out on 
South Main Street in Houston. I can remember the date; 
it was the afternoon of Dec. 7, 1941. I recall the track 
announcer saying in a serious voice, "I don't want to go 
down in history as an alarmist, but we have received 
word that the Japanese have bombed our naval base in 
Pearl Harbor." 

• Little did I know that the announcement he made on 
that fateful afternoon would signal the beginning of 
world-shaking events in all of our lives; and little did we 
know, as we watched on television the horror of the 
second plane crashing into the other of the World Trade 
Towers, that our world wo~ld never be the same again. 

The Dec. 7, 1941, bombing of a naval target in Hawaii 
was really a tactical military maneuver-aimed at destroy
ing our fleet anchored at P'earl Harbor. The Sept. 11, 
2001, destruction of the World Trade Center was a 
terroristic attack on civilians meant to undermine our 
country. One was an act of war, the other clearly an act 
of terrorism. 

In both cases we asked soul-searching questions. How 
did this happen? Where were our intelligence people? 
Could it have been prevent~d? Much wringing of hands, 
but the outcome was the same: Our intelligence people 
simply dropped the ball. Later we learned that many 

people saw definite signs that something was about to 
occur in both events, but the,pieces were never put 
together, and the end result was that we were totally 

"I' 
unprepared to do anything to prevent'the events or to be 
prepared to defend our country. 

The next comparison between these two historical 
events is America's response to these two tragedies. 

In both cases we were treated to a complete rededicat
ion of allegiance to our country an,d an extreme show of 
patriotism by the displaying of the stars and stripes in 
every possible way. There were the grim determined 
speeches by our present president, and the unforgettable 
address to Congress in those dark days of December by 
President- Roosevelt. But most of all, we could see it in 
the taces of all Americans. America had been wounded, 
we hurt, but t,here was a strong sense that we would all 
shoulder the terrible burden together, and in the end we 
would prevail. 

In the case of the outcome of World War II, we did 
prevail with the United States and our allies defeating 
Hitler and the Japanese War Lords. In the case of these 
terroristic attacks, we also will prevail. • 

We can all stand tall together, knowing that this too 
shall pass, that we will be able to look forward to a time 
when we will feel safe again and not worry every time 
we step aboard an airplane. 

Perhaps we can stand at the memorial in Pearl Harbor, 
where the Battleship Arizona lies with its entombed 
sailors, or look at Ground Zero in New York, where so 
many lost their lives, and feel that the supreme sacrifice 
they made will be the beginning of an era of trust and 
safety for all mankind. • 

I hope so. America may forgiv.e, but it never forgets. 
Now that the second of these world-changing events 

has passed into history, maybe our leaders and we can 
see the similarities of Sept. 11 and Dec. 7, and with a 
strong determination learn from the two. Certainly there 
are measures we, our government leaders, our intelli
gence agencies and anyone else who needs to review 
these two historical events can take the needed measures 
to ensure that we will never again be in such a 
vunerable, defenseless position. 

This I also hope. 

Students still needed to participate in GCIC Sports Day 
Players are still needed to fill spots on several teams for the upcoming Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Sports Day in which 

College of the Mainland will compete. GCIC Sports Day is set forThursday, Oct. 17. This fall North Harris Community 
College will host the day-long event. Students who wish to participate or need additional information should contact 
Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recreational Programs and Student Activities at COM, at ( 409)'938-1211 or toll free 1 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 
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I 

Learn weight loss the 
old fashioned way 

__ R_i::;~ 
Most people have heard, Houston was named 

"America's Fattest City" for the second year in a row in 
the February 2002 issue of Mens Fitness magazine. And 
according to the U.S. Surglqp General obesity and 
diabetes have risen more than 50 percent over the last 
decade. And even more astounding is the statistic that 
two-thirds of American adults are either obese or 
overweight, with obesity being a factor in more than 
300,000 deaths each year. 

If that is not bad enough, we now live in an age in 
which thin is in. Our society is one in which people are 
judged by their looks, and every person-man, woman 
and child-is looking for.a miracle way to lose weight. 

According to Mens Fitness magazine many factors 
have contributed to Houston being named fattest city
again. The magazine found that television viewing 
habits, the availability of parks, water quality, climate, 
average commute times and the growing number of fast 
food restaurants ranked among the top reasons for 
Houston being given this dubious award. 

I am one of these people. I am always looking for the 
easiest way to lose weight with the least amount of work. 
I want to be a size 8, but, I also want to be able to 
continue eating as if I were pregnant and carrying 
triplets. I have tried every fad diet on the market, from 
the milk shake diet to the grape fruit diet, and from the 
Atkins diet to Weight Watchers. But after years of 
searching, I have finally found the one true way to lose 
weight and keep the weight off (besides liposuction, and 
any of the other enhancements, is just too expensive, but 
I am not opposed to that solution). 

Enter Coach Albert Bass, College of the Mainland 
physical education professor, and his weight reduction 
class. ,The class, which can be taken as a credit or 
continuing education class, is designed to be an alls 
around health and physical fitness class. 

To attend the class you simply need to own a good pair 
of tennis shoes, proper attire to work out in, a calorie 
counter and a journal. The journal being one of the most 
important tools, of dieting. In this journal you write down 
every morsel of food you consume and its nutritional 
contents. This for me, was the biggest eye opener. Who 
knew that you could consume more than 1,000 calories, 
just by eating a McDonald's breakfast sandwich and hash 

• browns? Who knew that cutting out 3,500 calories a 
week (which can be achieved by working out or by 
eating fewer calories or a combination of both), results in 
the loss of 1 pound of fat. These are the types of things 
Coach Bass tries to impress upon his students. 

Also, to track your workout progress, Coach Bass 
gives you a book, which you use to keep track of your 
heart rate, strength, and your overall program and 
progress. People usually are motivated by progress, and 
the more progress you see, the more you tend to stick 
with a workout program, Coach Bass says. 

But as he also points out, although he can give you all 
the tools to help you succeed in losing weight, you must 
make the effort. And if you do not put forth the effort, 
you cannot expect good results. 

So, for all who have excuses why you can't work out 
or can't lose weight, maybe the cure is simpler (and a lot 
less expensive) than all those infomercials we are 
inundated with on television. The age-old standard still 
holds true today, according to the U. S. Surgeon General 
and Coach Bass: A sensible and nutritional diet, together 
with moderate exercise three or more days a week, is still 
the best way to lose weight and keep it off. 

Clouds of steam billow from locomotive, Old No. 500, at the Palestine depot, as it stands poised at the head of 
the vintage, passenger-filled coaches for the 1 1/2 hour trip down the rails to its destination, the turn-of-the 
century style train station at Rusk. (Photo by Murray Getz) 

'All aboard' for railroad n9stalgia 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

Recently during the Labor Day holiday, once more there 
was flurry of activity, conversation and promotional ma
terial about passenger train service between League City 
and downtown Galveston. This included a successful, 
sold-out trial run for a train between these two cities. 

All of which reminded this reporter about his interest 
and love of travel by rail. It also brought back memories 
of a recent train excursion he took by going some 70 miles 
north along Interstate 59 to the East Texas Piney Woods 
town of Palestine, the home of the Texas State Railroad. 

On arrival, if there ever was a step back in time, this 
· was it. · 

There before the eyes is Palestine's Victorian-style train 
station, complete with passengers milling about. Look
ing further, the eyes focus on a large steam engine that 
stands at the head of antique yellow coaches that make 
up the vintage train. 

Old No. 500, the giant locomotive, seems poised to be
gin its trip as it sits on the rails, hissing steam from its 
massive cylinders. Under the cab, the firebox glows golden 
as it does its job of turning water into the steam that shortly 
will drive this large engine down the tracks leading the 
train on its path through the East Texas woodlands. 

A crowd of curious rail fans gathers by No. 500 before 
boarding the coaches, intrigued by the railroad giant. The 
fans learn that this piece of rail history was made in 1911 
by the Baldwin Locomotive Works and weighs more than 
137 tons. The more knowledgeable in the crowd know 
that its type is designated as a 4-6-2. This means that there 
are four wheels under the head end, six drive wheels in 
the middle and two wheels under the cab. 

Departure time is fast approaching as the last of the 
many passengers board the train. Now all that has tQ be 
done is for the conductor to look at hi& watch, raise his 
hand as a'signal to the engineer and shout the time-tested 
words, "All Aboard." 

With the clanging of the engine's bell and with a quick 
blast on the whistle, the engineer advances the throttle 
and slowly, ever so slowly, No. 500 begins the task of 
pulling its load of coaches filled with ~nthusiastic pas
sengers down the tracks that lead away from the Pales
tine station. 

Huffing and puffing, with a swirl of thick black smoke 
coming from its stack, old No. 500 thunders along the 
tracks, making clickety-clackety noises as its wheels pass 
over the rail joints. Passengers settle back for the 1 1/2 
hour trip that will take them to the station at Rusk, some 
25 miles down the track. 

As the train passes over large wooden trestles, crossing 
creeks and rivers, children and their parents look at the 
ever-changing view through the open windows of the train. 
If they look sharply they _may spot a wide variety of wild
life that thrives alongside the tracks in the dense East Texas 
woods, such as deer, foxes, raccoons and opossums, as 
well as a large variety of birds that call this area home. 

As the train rumbles its way toward Rusk, some of the 
passengers settle down and read a little about the history 
of the Texas State Railroad. 

It seems that the State Prison System began construc
tion of the railroad in 1893. It was built to transport na
tive iron ore and wood products to the prison-operated 
iron smelting furnaces located in the East Texas State Peni
tentiary at Rusk. The state of Texas was supplied iron prod
ucts from these furnaces, which included the columns and 
the dome structure for the Capitol buHding in Austin . 

The railroad was acquired by a Legislative Act in 1971 
and was then taken over and restored by the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department. In 1976 the railroad was opened 
to the public and has been a major attraction ever since. 

The Texas State Railroad, aka TSRR, is famous as one 
of the nation's largest and most unique steam train opera
tions. It also owns four steam engines, four antique diesel 
locomotives, as well as a complete steam engine restora
tion shop, and maintains more than 25 miles of tracks and 
briages. 

Hollywood found the TSRR a haven for its movies that 
included train sequences. Since 1~77 more than 17 mov
ies have been shot using the railroad facilities. Stars such 
as Sally Field, Kenny Rogers, Glen Campbell, Burl Ives, 
James Gamer and many others have been seen in scenes 
along TSRR's tracks. 

As the train moves ahead, the passengers make their 
way to the concession car for refreshments and look for
ward to a brief stop at the tum-of-the-century train sta
tion at Rusk. They will have time before the return trip 
for shopping at the gift shop, eating at the snack bar or 

See Old Page 5 



Old No. 500 steams 
through Piney Woods 
Continued from Page 4---------

visiting the interesting nearby railroad exhibit. 
All too soon it's "All Aboard" and th~onductor sig

nals that it's time for mighty No. 500 to make the return 
trip to Palestine. 

Incidentally, the TSRR is one of the only steam rail
roads in the United States that runs two steam trains si
multaneously on days of operation. This means that the 
East Bound and West Bound trains meet at a midpoint. 
This meeting always gives rail enthusiasts a rare chance 
to see two steam engine-drawn trains switch to a double 
track and pas.s each other with only inches to spare be
tween the two trains. 

As the sun begins to set, the natural beauty of the East 
Texas Piney Woods comes alive, and the passengers once 
again can watch the passing parade of nature through the 
train windows. 

Moving along at a nice clip, lulled by the motion of the 
train and the sound of the wheels on the track and with 
the occasional blast from the engine's steam whistle, the 
older passengers lean back in their seats and relive old 
memories of almost forgotten train trips made during the 
'30s and '40s. This was when travel by train was the usual 
way to get from point A to point B. 

Houston passenger Ruth Broth exclaimed: "I had al
most forgotten what it was like to travel by rail. I really 
miss the chance to see all you can see from a train, in
stead of looking out of the plane's window high above 
the clouds and not seeing much." 

With the depot at Palestine now in view, the time be
tween the huffs and the puffs of No. 500 gets slower, slow
ing as its giant pistons move the large drive wheels down 
the tracks toward a spot that marks the end of the journey. 
With a loud hiss and a release of billowing white steam, 
the job is done. The trip is over. Time moves back to the 
present as the passengers get into their cars, to a life that 
is, instead of a time that was. 

'No war with Iraq' chant 
protesters at peace rally 
Con~inued from Page 1-----------

Bush as "the president-select" and "the thief execu
tive" throughout his speech. 

Other notable representatives at the protest included 
Melvin Williams, a Galveston Park Board trustee and di
rector of the University of Texas Medical Branch's Affir
mative Action Office; Mary Ellen Brennan, the head of 
the county Democractic Party; and Herbert Rothschild, a 
professor at the University of Houston's Honor College. 
"It's not unpatriotic to question going to war," Brennan 
reassured the enthusiastic group who made their inten
tions clear by chanting "No war with Iraq" repeatedly 
throughout the protest. 

The protest demonstrated skepticism of the belief that 
Iraq is a threat to U.S. security, which came after Presi
dent Bush's ongoing plans to preemptively attack Iraq, 
even after Iraqi president Saddam Hussein agreed to al
low U .N. inspectors back into certain areas. 

"We are confronting an immense, deeply entrenched, 
long-standing evil," R~thschild said. "They (the Bush ad
ministration) don't care what they say; it's a distraction. 
They are interested in global domination. Everything they 
say otherwise is a smoke screen to distract us from call
ing it what it is." 

College of the Mainland will screen for free Men 
in Black fl in the Leaming kesources Center Au-' 
ditorium Noy. 8, 9 at 7 p.m. For more information 
call MaryannUrick, coordinator of Recreational • 
Programs and Student Activities; at ( 409) 938~ 
1211 or toll free 1 (8§8) 258-8859, Ext. 41$. 
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Artist Penny Cerling speaks to students, faculty and staff during the reception about the signifigance of her 
artwork. The illustrations are her interpretation of poetry by Artis Bernard. The art.exhibit The Grass will remain 
on display in the COM art gallery through Oct. 17. COM will hold a poetry reading Oct. 10, at which time Cerling 
again will be on hand to answer questions about her work. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

One year anniversary of 9/11 remembered 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Assistant Editor 

A shroud of pain and sadness engulfed nations across 
the world as friends, family, parents, children, leaders 
and teachers came together to once again mourn and 
honor the memories of the lives lost last Sept. 11 due to 
the terroristic attacks on the World Trade Center in New 
York, the Pentagon in Washington, D.C., and the hijacked 
airplane forced down in Pennsylvania. 

It was a day, unlike any other day, on which students, ~ 

faculty and staff at College of the Mainland joined the 
rest of the nation by somberly dedicating part of the day 
in rememberance of those who died and of how the na
tion changed a year ago. 

In an e-mail explaining the library's schedule of me
morial remembrances, Tillie Henson, coordinator of Cir
culation Services, wrote a tribute of her own. 

"We will not forget those lives lost on September 11, 
2001," Henson wrote. 

As part of the activities held on campus, the library 
displayed a collage of newspaper and magazine articles 
and pictures covering the attacks on Sept. 11. During that 

week, the library also continuously played a video of the 
New York Philharmonic Memorial Concert filmed the day 
after the attacks. 

"On this first anniversary we honor the heroes ·and re
member the lives lost, even as we look forward in hope to 
a time of peace and healing," Henson wrote. "Our great
est glory is not in never falling, but in rising every time 
we fall." 

The COM carillon chimes rang out across campus play
ing patriotic songs including "America the Beautiful" up 
to 9:30 a.m. when classes across campus observed a mo
ment of silence in honor of the lives lost in the attacks and 
the lives lost by the brave men and women who aided in 
the rescue efforts. 

Other college events included several prayer services 
held by the Students for Christ members at the gazebo (in 
the center of the campus) throughout the day. Students 
gathered to share prayers and poems with one another. 
Students, faculty and staff also were ·able to watch CNN's 
full coverage of the anniversary of Sept. 11 displayed on 
all televisions across campus. 

The events of Sept. 11 are imprinted on the minds of 
Americans, and those who died will forever be honored. 

Physical education coach Robin Proctor (not pictured) tries to help her class get into shape with a hill run. The 
hill run was conducted on the side of the E. F. Lowry Expressway across from COM's Lake Eckert. The hill run 
is part of the physical fitness testing in the PHED 1107 classes. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 
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Delilah Gonzalez (second from left) and James Thompson (center) winners of the two scholarships given away 
at the New Student Orientation are pictured wit~ Mara C. Smith (far left), retention coordinator for the Strategic 
Enrollment Management Team, and COM president, Dr. Homer M. "Butch" Hayes. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

COM makes orientation mandatory 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Managing Editor 

Many college students never know, or inquire, about 
any of the assistance or different programs available to 
them. This fall to make transition to college life easier for 
new students, College of the Mainland made New Stu
dent Orientation mandatory for all new students regis
tered for credit classes. 

The orientation was held in three separate sessions, in
cluding a special orientation meeting for the parents of 
new students. Over the three-day period (Aug. 24, 26 and 
27) 134 students took part in the sessions. 

To entice as many new students as possible to attend 
the orientation meetings, 45 door prizes were awarded 
over the three sessions, including gift certificates' for lo
cal merchants such as Wal-Mart, Kmart and Foley's. Sev
eral local restaurants also participated. An award also was 
given for early registration. The winner, Tenicia Atkins, 
received a book bag, complete with a dictionary and many 
other items to help with college life. But the big winners 
were Delilah Gonzalez of La Marque, who was awarded 
a $250 scholarship, and James Thompson of Texas City, 
who was awarded a $150 scholarship. 

The New Student Orientation sessions were led by Mara 

C. Smith, retention coordinator for the Strategic Enroll
ment Management Team. "We don't want to lose the 'per
sonal touch' with our new students," Smith said, and that 
is why for the first time COM is making the New Student 
Orientation process mandatory. "We want our students to 
be successful and to achieve their goals." 

Smith also said some exceptions to attending the man
datory orientation sessions were made. Students who are 
in non-credit courses, or students who have already at
tended an institute of higher learning and transferred here 
for the first time were exempt. Smith still wants to assist 
students with the transition to college-level courses as well 
as helping new students who are taking only Internet 
courses or CD ROM cour.ses. But Smith warns students 
that the New Student Orientation was mandatory and any 
student who did not attend the orientation sessions needs 
to see her as soon as possible. 

Smith invites all students new or old to see her. "We 
want to hear from our students and be as accessible as 
possible. We want to know what the students are thinking 
and feeling, and we want to hear any ideas the students 
have." 

To contact Smith call ( 409) 938-1211 o_r toll free 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 660, or see her in her office in the Admin
istration Building, RoQm A-145. 

Hispanics more active 
in community fabric 
Continued from Page 1----------

"Thank you, not only from myself, but from the entire 
Gonzalez family," Rep. Gonzalez said to Rep. Lampson 
for creating the legacy of the award in his father's name. 

Other distinguished guests at the forum were Galveston 
Mayor Roger "Bo" Quiroga and Texas City Mayor Carlos 
Garza. 

"If I could mold a Hispanic leader to solve the prob
lems of the Hispanic community in the l,Jnited States, I 
would make one hundred of him," Mayor ·Quiroga said , 
of the senior Gonzalez. 

"We are becoming more involved in the social fabric 
of our respective communities," Mayor Garza said as he 
commended the award recipients. "You are receiving it 
in the name of a great Texan who just happened to be a 
Hispanic." 
, After remarks from the congressmen and the mayors, 
everyone diverged into three discussion groups meeting 
in different rooms to address topics, such as health, edu
cation and economic development. 

The theme, "Preparing Our Children for the Future," 
was paneled by Dr. Elva LeBlanc, president of Galveston 
College; Arturo Vargas, executive director of the National 
Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials; 
and was moderated by the distinguished Sylvia R. Garcia, 
comptroller of the city of Houston. 

Economic development was addressed under the theme, 
"Destined to be Great," and was paneled by Al Zapanta, 
president and CEO of the U .S.-Mexico Chamber of Com
merce; Santiago Ibarreche, a~thor of several books in a 
variety of management areas and professor of marketing 
management at the University of Texas at El Paso; and 
was moderated by Vivian Cisneros Hemphill, president 
of the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Greater 
Baytown and recipient of the 2001 Henry B. Gonzalez 
Hispanic Leadership Award. 

"Healthy Families for Tomorrow," pertained to health 
care issues; it was paneled by Dr. Guillermo Gomez, -a 
native of Santiago, Chile, and author of gastroenterology 
publications. The moderator was Fernando Ramirez, a 
retired service technician with Southwestern Bell and an 
activist in the Hispanic community. 

"Education always comes up on top," Garcia said, re
ferring to the fact that it is utmost in the minds of most 
Hispanic leaders. "It is the thread that brings us together 
in terms of what we need to go forward." 

The economic opportunities group concluded that eco
nomic success may be achieved by cooperatives involv
ing corporations, municipalities and the communities 
working in tandem. 

The third group surmised that education, business and 
health issues are interrelated. 

See Community Page 7 

Memory, time management seminar remembered 
By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

On Sept. 17, College of the Mainland students were 
treated to a memory and time management seminar-those 
who remembered to schedule enough time for it anyway. 

The workshop, put on by COM counselor James Shippy, 
was aimed at teaching students how to efficiently apply . 
their minds and their time to reach their full potential in 
school. 

Shippy said most of the tips he gives are things people 
know already but forget to apply. 

"Most people seem to forget about the common sense 
stuff," he said. 

Shippy said the main bit of advice he can give students 
who want to succeed in class is to approach it with a good 
attitude. 

"No matter what the course is or who is teaching it, 
you must come in ready to learn," he said. 

One of the most important parts of improving memory 
is to pay attention to what the teacher is saying, Shippy 
said 

Next Shippy advised students to select certain items to 
study. Once the students have selected the items, they 
should organize them in a way that is easy for them to 
understand. 

Finally, Shippy said the most important part of the 
memorization process might be actually studying the in
formation once it is otganized. 

Time management is an important part of the learning 
process, Shippy said, adding that with today's busy sched
ules, time management may become intimidating. 

"We have all this time crunching in, and you say to 
yourself, 'How do I organize this time?"' 

Shippy said students need to step back and ask them
selves how they spend their valuable time. 

He continued that successful students will decide to 
make it to class on time and then learn the demands of the 
class and what the professor expects of them e~rly on. 

It is important to take advantage of the time just after 
class as well. 

"The first few minutes after class are critical," he said. 
"If you look over your notes while they are still fresh on 
your mind, they will make that much more sense to you, 
and you will remember more of what the teacher said." 

And students should not be afraid to ask peers for help 
when they need it. 

Shippy concluded the most important ingredient of all 
1 is hard work. 

"I tell them, • All of you can do very well if you want to 
put the time and the effort into it."' 



Alex Pratt, Rita Stewart, Beverly Mitchell, Detra Levige 
and Galen Hayward (from left) represented COM at 
the 11th annual United Negro College fund Walk-A
Thon Sept. 21. 

Community assets 
focus of conf ere nee 
Continued from Page 6 

"Problems are there because the lack of educa
tion," Ramirez concluded. 

"Leaming does not necessarily involve learn
ing new d~ta," Dr. ~Blanc said. "It simply in
volves looking at things from a different perspec
tive." She spoke about the role of eduC!ltors and 
of the community, each being accountable for 
quality education of all students. "We must ex
pect the very best," she said. "We must demand 
the very best." 

Vargas said: "The children are the future work 
force, the future leaders. If we don't prepare them, 
we are undermining our future." The NALEO 
director asserted that the consensus among elected 
officials is that education is the key to the future 
success of America. "We (Hispanics) know it. 
America doesn't know it." He emphasized, "That 
is the crisis facing America, the achievement gap 
between Hispanics and non-Hispanics." 

Rep. Lampson then read the speech he gave at 
the 107th Congressional session and said, "Please 
join me in recognizing and congratulating these 
leaders for their work and commitment to their 
COJllmunities and to southeast Texas." He then 
called the recipients forward while Rep. Gonzalez 
presented the awards. 

This year's conference was characterized by a 
prevalent positive posture in looking at the issues 
facing Hispanics. "The community assets-based 
programs foci.JS on people's assets rather than 
deficits," Dr. LeBlanc said. "The tendency is to 
look at problems and deficits and work from there. 
We are suggesting that we work from that which 
we do well and move from there." 

Rep. Lampson is sincerely involved in commu
nity issues such as education and health. He is 
chairman of the Congressional Missing and Ex
ploited Children's Caqcus which introduced a 
child-crime legislaive package Sept. 18, which 
will better protect children and harshly punis~ 
pedophiliac predators. 
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Faculty takes part 10 lOK walk-a-thon 
By JENNIFER DEMETRIOS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland participated it1 the 11th an
nual United Negro College Fund Walk-A-Thon Sept. 21 
at Sam Houston Park in Houston. 

The Walk-A-Thon co-chairs for the COM portion were 
Beverly Mitchell and Alex Pratt. Also representing COM 
were Galen Hayward, Detra Levige and Rita Stewart of 
Texas City. The COM team walked the entire lOK, which 
took 1 1/2 hours. 

All five sponsored themselves. 
The UNCF Walk-A-Thon is an annual fund-raiser ben

efiting the United Negro College Fund. 
Several years ago after viewing the telethon on televi

sion, Carl Lewis, Olympic Gold medal athlete and world 

record holder, contacted UNCF wanting to lend his sup
port to the organization. As a result, Lewis was made hon
orary chairman of this annual fund-raiser, according to 
information from Pratt. 

Corporations, businesses, fraternal organizations, 
churches, colleges, civic clubs, social clubs, unions and 
many other groups gather teams of walkers to raise funds 
for the walk. Each member of the team is asked to solicit 
pledges or donations, a minimum of $1 per kilometer from 
his or her friends and colleagues. The walk also has indi
vidual walkers participate. Last year the total raised was 
$325,973, this year's goal was $225,000. The total amount 
raised was not avaliable at press time. 

For more information or to lend support to the UNCF 
call 1 (800) 331-2244 or look at the UNCF Web site 
<www.uncf.org>. 

UHCL presents scho-arship pr.oject 
By JENNIFER DEMETRIOS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland students who were interested 
in learning how to obtain a scholarship and preserve the 
memory of an Hispanic or African-American elder who 
has made an impact in their lives attended the Celebrate 
Your Elders Scholarship Project presented by Linda 
Contreras Bullock and Bernadina G. Streeter, director and 
co-director, respectively, of the scholarship project at 
University of Houston Clear Lake. 

The event was held Sept. 26 at 12:30 p.m. in the Learn
ing Resources Center Auditorium, Room L-131. The stu
dents also were provided with a free lunch. 

The Celebrate Your Elders Scholarship was established 
in 1995 by Dr. Craig Gettinger. The requirement for the 
scholarship is a paper, two pages in length, about an His
panic or African-American elder who has touched the 
person's life in a meaningful way. Although the paper is 
about a person of a specific ethnicity, the person writing 
the paper does not have to be. Also, the person ab~ut 
whom the paper is written does not have to be a senior 
citizen (elder); he or she just has to be someone older 
than the writer. 

The scholarship is available to high school seniors who 
plan to attend a community college, students already in a 
community college and transfer students. 

In the last eight years the scholarship project has 
awarded $55,000 to community college students in the 
Houston area. The amount of money of the seven schol
arships breaks down as follows: one for $1,000, one for 
$750, two for $500 and three for $250. They can cover 
tuition, books or other fees. 

The papers are judged on content; however, two pro
fessors from UHCL check the paper for editing mistakes 
before they are presented to the judges. The papers are 
narrowed down to 25 finalists who have free portraits 
taken with their elders. Out of the 25 finalists, seven are 
chosen to receive scholarships, but all 25 photos are put 
on exhibit at UHCL. The papers that do not -make it to 
finals are kept in the archives of UHCL to preserve the. 
tribute to the elder. 

The scholarship money is privately funded through the 
community because UHCLcannot use school money that 
is not directly given to an UHCL student. Operating ex
penses, however, are funded by UHCL. 

An exhibit of photos and papers of past winners is on 
display in the COM library through Oct. 19. 

The applications, which list the paper's criteria, will be 
available in January in Alice Whistler's office in the Hu
man Resources Office in the Administration Building. For 
more information go to the Web site <www.cl.uh.edu/hsh/ 
celebratelders>, or contact Whistler at (409) 938-1211, 
or toll free at 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext.483. 

The fall 2002 lnterCOM staff gathers for a photo on the mezzanine on the second floor of the Learning Resources 
Center Library. Staff members are (from left) Justin Kinley, Michael Smith, Managing Editor Kristy Roberts, 
Assistant Editor Daniel K. Lal, Jennifer Demetrios and Murray Getz. Not pictured are Terry L. Reyes, cartoonist 
Orlando Smith and lnterCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

• 
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What's Happening 

Manuel de la Garza, Ricki Chapa, Candace Molis, COM Ambassadors (from left) will be working with the Strate
gic Enrollment Management Team. They will give tours of the campus and speak with surrounding high school 
students. Not pictured are Mitzi Eberhard, Andre Castille and Emilio Vega. (Photo by Daniel K. Lai) 

College students become ambassadors 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Managing Editor 

Recruiting new students from the surrounding area high 
schools has been an ongoing struggle for the College of 
the Mainland Strategic Enrollment Management Team. 
To assist the team in its efforts, Jimmy Ramos, a recruiter 
for the Strategic Enrollment Management Team, created 
the COM Ambassadors in the 2002 spring semester. 

"The COM Ambassadors are a group of students ex
cited about attending COM," Ramos said. "The student 
ambassadors must also have outstanding grades, possess 
an outgoing personality and be responsible and mature." 
But Ramos added one of the most important qualities he 
looks for in students who wish to be ambassadors is that 
they are "people persons." 

The ambassadors' duties include trips to the surround
ing area high schools to speak to students who are college 
bound, in hopes of persuading them to give COM a chance. 

"They were very effective with the summer 2002 re
cruitment campaign," Ramos said. "They made phone calls 
to recent high school graduates and also provided tours of 
the COM campus." 

Ambassador positions are still available. Presently six 
students fill the role of ambassadors, but Ramos said he is 
always looking for additional students. "All the students 
need is to possess good grades and a great personality." 

Students interested in a COM Ambassador position will 
need to fill out a student application and should contact 
Ramos a (409) 938-1211 or toll .free 1 (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 661, or they may go by his office in the Administra
tion Building, Room A-146. 

Writing Center offers one-on-one assistance 
By JUSTIN KINLEY 
Staff Reporter 

Need a litte help on a writing assignment for one 
of your courses? Having trouble preparing a resume 
or application for a new job? The Writing Center is 
here to help, offering one-on-one tutoring for all of 
your writing needs. , 

The College of the Mainland Writing Center, lo
cated on the mezzanine of the Learning Resources 
Center Library, can help you with choosing and fo
cusing on a topic, organizing your information and 
developing better writing skills. The professors staff
ing the center can even work with you on a regular 
basis lo better help you overcome specific writing 
weaknesses while improving your strengths; they also 
will give you valid feedback on your papers. 

The Writing Center has added new software to its 
computers, allowing you to sign in electronically. 

The Writing Center also has two new tutors from 
the English faculty, professors Michael .. Nester and 
Robert Tudor. 

"I'd like to see more students take advantage of 

our service, especially with papers beginning to be 
due," said Dr. T. Gjlchrist White, Writing Center di
rector and English professor. 

Another area where help is .available is the Learn
ing Assistance Center in Room L-248 of the LRC. It 
has programs to help with grammar, punctuation and 
keyboarding skills if that is what you need to write a 
better paper. 

Walk-ins are welcome in both centers and appoint
ments can be made to better fit your schedule. 

The Writing Center hours are from 8 to 10 a.m. 
and 1:30 to 5 p.m. on Mondays; 3 to 5 p.m. on Tues
days; 8 a.m. to noon and 1 :30 to 6 p.m. on Wednes
days; 4;15 to 5:30 p.m. Thursdays; and 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. on Fridays. • 

The Learning Assistance Center is open 8 a.m. to 
9:20 p.m. Monday through Thursday; 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Fridays; and 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Saturdays. 

For more information contact the Writing Center 
or the Learning Assistance Center at ( 409) 938-1211 
or toll free at 1 (888) 258-8859, Exts. 220 and 218, 
respectively. You may also contact the Writing Cen
ter via e-mail at <Writingcenter@com.edu>. 

People Speak Out 
By Daniel K. Lai and Jennifer Demetrios 

Toe U.N. Security Council has not been granted 
access to all areas of Iraq in their search for chemi
cal an<l biological weapo~. ln resonse to this Presi
dent George W. Bush will ask for Congressional 
approval to declare war on Iraq. So InterCOM asks: 
"Should the United States go to war with Iraq? Why 
or why not?" 

Hea,e.tDuosheath: tf 
it's necessary then do it. 
lf the presjdent thinks 
so, then I back his deci
sion. Take all precau
tions and make sure 
that's what is needed. 

Paul Cowart: If they 
have a just reason or 
cause to (go to war). 

Jimmy Maris: I think 
they should (go to war) 
because he's obviously 
not obeying the U.S. 

, sanctions set 10 years 
ago. 

S~ce-y Burleson: No, I 
<lon't think they should. 
I think it has the poten
tial to turn into some
thing larger than they 
envision. 

Ken Shirey; I'm uncle~ 
cided. rm leaning to~ 
ward the positive side 
because Saddam might 
use whatever weapons 
he can get bis hands on. 

Stephanie Hayes: No, 
because there is no real 
logical reason for (war). 
There is no purpose. 

David Smith: Abso-· 
lutely not. Iraq does not 
pose a significant threat 
to the U.S. This would 
be an illegal ·and im
moral war of aggres~ 
sion. 

Naon,i Hall: Yes, just 
to get it over with. 



Recurring AIDS concerns 
SeePage3 

4th Estrella Award 
honors local woman 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Managing Editor 

Rounding out the events for Hispanic Heritage Month, 
College of the Mainland held the fourth annual Estrella 
Award Banquet Oct. 19. The Estrella Award is given an
nually in recognition of outstanding community service 
and for the promotion of education at COM. 

Ben Hernandez, last year's Estrella award winner, pre
sented the award to his wife Mary Sue Hernandez, a 
former COM student. 

This year's event, held in the COM Student Center 
included two addresses. First .to speak was Dr. Katherin; 
Moser, associate vice president of Adult Education at 
COM, who then turned the microphone over to Claudia 
Vela, a graduate of the English as a Second Language 
program, which COM oversees. 

Vela, who came to Galveston from Mexico in 1993 
speaking no English, told of her struggles to learn En
glish through the ESL at Galveston College, earning her 
general education diploma and finally receiving an 
associate's degree in radiology from GC. She suffered 
many setbacks but was encouraged by her instructors to 
achieve her goals, learning to repeat to herself, "If it's to 
be, it's up to.me." Vela now is a full-time mammographer 
at University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston. 

Part of the entertainment for the award banquet was 
provided by the Ballet Folklorico de Texas City, under 
the direction of one of the five 2002 Estrella Award nomi
nees, Hilda Torres. 

Mary Sue Hernandez, this year's recipient, has been 
the president since 1988 of BMS Properties, a joint ven-

See Estrella Page 5 

Mary Sue Hernandez dances a victory dance with her 
husband Ben, last year's Estrella Award recipient, af
ter he presented her with this year's award at the 
Estrella Award Banquet held in the Student Center Oct. 
19. The banquet culminated Hispanic Heritage Month 
at COM. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Early 1banksgivhags 
··· SeePage4 

Crazy £nglish 
SeePageS 
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Professor memorialized at special service 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland suffered a great loss Oct. 
12 when humanities and English Professor Ouida 
Sanmann died at her home surrounded by her family. 

Sanmann, who had been ill for a long time, was 
buried Oct. 17 in the Kiowa Nation tribal cemetery in 
Meers, Okla. She was a proud member of the Kiowa 
Indian Nation. 

Sanmann, who was born Aug. 22, 1955, and was a 
native of Tulsa, Okla., spent 17 years teaching COM 
students English and an appreciation for the humani
ties. Before that she taught high school for 10 years. 

Students, friends and colleagues came together to 
honor Sanmann in a Remembrance Service in the 
Learning Resources Center Auditorium Oct. 23. As 
people began to fill the auditorium, COM music Pro
fessor Paul Boyd played the piano. 

Those who knew Sanmann shared jokes, stories and 
their fondest memories of her. Nine of Sanmann 's clos
est colleagues led the Rememberanc-e Service: Kathye 
Bergin, Jerry Anderson, Sharon Gordy, Kelly 
Kirkland, Alice Watford, Mona Kupsa, Larry Stanley, 
Bethany Pheneger and Brenda Brown. At the end of 
t~e service, 12 other friends formed a memory chain 
and shared brief stories of Sanmann. 

Kirkland, a student of Sanmann, said: "To be in class 
with her was an honor. She was a teacher who taught 
us to go to the ends of the earth and learn everything 
on our way." 

Blaire McDonald, who facilitated several Humani-

Ouida Sanmann In a recent Interview was asked 
by the lnterCOM to comment on the October 
People Speak Out question. Sanmann died Oct. 
12 at her home. (Photo by Jennifer Demetrios) 

ties Team retreats, said: "Ouida embraced COM's 
'experiment in democracy' with a smile. She lived 
life fully and joyfully." 

Larry Stanely, former COM president, said: "It 
won't seem rigkt thinking of COM without think
ing of Ouida as a part of it. She was always respect
ful. She showed the integrity she really had. I loved 
her spirit. She exe~plified the idea of treating COM 
students as colleagues." 

Pheneger, former Humanities Team program as
sistant, recalled her fondness of Sanmann 's choice 

See Sanmann Page 5 

Students have no concerns; turnout low 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Managing Editor 

A person can hardly walk anywhere on this campus with
out hearing a student complain about something dealing 
with the college. Most of the complaints are usually about 
the parking lots not being lighted well enough, the food 
service or the rudeness of some of the staff. 

Most students are willing to mumble about the prob
lems, but the sad truth is very few will actually stand up 
and be heard, which is the main purpose of the Student 
Concerns Forum. 

The foru~ was held at 12:30 p.m. Nov. 5 in the Learn
ing Resources Center Auditorium, and it was the place to 
do just that, speak up and be heard, but very little was 
heard from the student body. 

With fewer than 20 peopl~ attending, only one staff 
member and three students ( out of a student body of more 
than 3,300 students) spoke up and voiced their complaints 
to the panel made up of Pam Davenport, vice president/ 
dean of Student Services, Dr. Henry D. Pope, vice presi
dent/dean of College and Rinancial Services, and Dr. James 
Templer, vice.president/dean of Instruction. -

The most surprising complaint came from COM staff 
member Sharon Malone, math lab clerk. She asked why 
all student workers had to go through Student Financial 

Services, and if a person's income was too high, then he 
or she may not be able to work on campus. Malone also 
added that since her workers must have passed remedial 
math classes, the new ruling made finding a qualified 
student worker even harder. Malone said her department 
normally has a staff of 10 student workers, but because 
of all the new constraints, including the new budget con
straints, it is impossible for her to help all the students 
who need assistance in the math lab. 

Davenport said this was the new way of handling stu
dent workers because of budget cutbacks, and that the 
college felt that student jobs should go to those who are 
in most need of financial aid. She also.said she was not 
aware of any problems with the students who have to fill 
out applications in Student Financial Services. 

Dr. Pope added that all students who feel they are in 
need of financial aid should fill out the proper applica
tion. "The more students we have that qualify for fman
cial aid, the more federal aid the college receives." 

The first student to speak was Emilio Vega who asked 
whether or not the parking lot for the Public Career Ser
vices Building had been completed. "The parking lot is 
completed, and I believe it opened for the start of the 
school semester," Dr. Pope said. 

Dr. Pope also said that concerns about the health vio

See Outdoor Page 7 
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Mudslinging marks 
gubernatorial election 

Kristy 
Roberts 

This year's gubem~telrial elections resembled 
something straight out of the headlines of the National 
Enquirer magazine, except with a little more Texas
sized mud slingin' involved. 

Gov. Rick Perry, and his opponent Tony Sanchez 
exerted more effort in name calling, disgraceful slurs, 
and just downright nasty politickin' in this election than 
any other I can remember in recent years. 

I listened to the debates, and it never ceases to amaze 
me that any person can talk for five minutes and say 
absolutely nothing (I truly believe the debates were 
meant to be a sure-fire cure for insomnia). 

Nutrition: cornerstone for better life 
I read the mailers addressed to "registered voter'' that 

came almost daily in my mailbox. Yet none of the 
mailers clearly addressed any issues, or said what the 
candidate was going to do to fix the problems now 
facing our state. So, like any good, red-blooded Texan 
would, I decided to help the environment and recycle 
them into kindling for the barbecue pit. 

By JENNIFER DEMETRIOS 
Staff Reporter 

For a $5 fee people who wanted to know how to de
velop healthier eating habits attended the Nutrition Work
shop on Oct. 21 in the Gym, Room P-118. 

Personal trainer Phillip Lewis, who presented the work
shop at College of the Mainland, discussed the benefits 
of drinking plenty of water and healthy ways to lose 
weight. By eating five to six small meals a day and exer
cising regularly, you can be on your way to achieving a 
healthier lifestyle. 

Lewis explained that something as simple as taking the 
stairs instead of the elevator can benefit the body. He also 
explained that sedentary activities such as sitting and 
watching television should be done infrequently and mod
erate-intensisty physical activity, such as walking the dog, 
raking leaves or other household activities should be done 
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preferrably every day for about 30 minutes. 
Lewis discussed the expected weight loss symptoms that 

may occur in some people in the first few weeks: 
•Sluggishness 
•Dizziness, which results from lowering of the blood 
pressure and the failure of blood pressure to quickly 
adjust to a dieter's movements. 
•Feeling cold 
•Constipation, which can be corrected by a fiber ~upple
ment. 
• Food cravings 
The reasonable amount of weight a person should lose 

per week is 1/2 to 1 pound, with the maximum being two 
pounds. 

Lewis also explained that weight alone doesn't kill 
people, it's the body fat around the heart and organs that 
does. Also, fat bums while you sleep at night, so if you 
miss out on a full night's rest, your body has to work over
time to catch up. 

Another interesting fact he pointed out is that the more 
water you drink, the more weight you lose. A person needs 
to drink 3/4 to 1 'gallon of water a day. Anything less is 
not enough. This is helpful if you have a sweet tooth and 
are trying to lose a few pounds. When you feel a junk
food,craving, drink a glass of water because it makes you 
feel full quickly and avoids calories. 

Lewis also discussed fad diets. The popular Adkin's diet, 
he said, actually does more harm than good because it 
bums muscle. 

Throughout the workshop Lewis passed out a number 
of handouts, which included the food pyramid and a 
sample eating program. The program allows healthy eat
ing Monday through Friday without cheating; and Satur
day and Sunday, eating whatever you want. 

I was even pretty impressed when one of Sanchez's 
campaign helpers made a personal appearance at my 
house handing out more information about Sanchez. So 
I asked him, "what is Sanchez going to do about 
skyrocketing insurance rates or public education?" got 
a dumb look as he answered, "I don't know, I'm only 
handin' these things out." Now that's a campaign 
employee who believes in his candidate. 

This election_ should have been used as a highlight 
show for the World Wrestling Entertainment's Monday 
night wrestling. Or can't you just picture Perry and 
Sanchez's little claymation figures dueling it out on 
MTV's Celebrity Death Match (that surely would have 
been more entertaining than the debates). 

But our state is now facing some major issues. We 
have the highest insurance rates of any state in the 
union. The Robin Hood Bill, which was supposed to · 
help fund public education equally across the state, 
hasn't worked. Texas' public schools still rank as some 
of the poorest performing schools in the country, and I 
have yet to hear anything about fixing these problems. 

I showed up at the polls, stood in line and cast my 
vote for the candidate I believed to be the best for the 
state. One I thought at least cared about this state and its 
people. And guess what? Neither Sanchez nor Perry fit 
that bill in my opinion. But Gov. Rick Perry will remain 
in office for another four years. 

So in this one instance, I'm glad E. J. Davies once 
ruled tliis Great State so long ago. Because of him, our 
governor has very little power (so he can't do a whole 
lot of harm while in office) and remains more of a 
figurehead than a true leader. 
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Spanish Professor Rafael Naranjo and history professor, Dr. Manuel Urbina II, talk during the SAB Multicultural 
Luncheon held in the Student Center Sun Room Oct. 15. Participants from many ethnic backgrounds served 
traditional dishes from their respective homelands. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Ethnic foods exe01plified at luncheon 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Assistant Editor 

It is said the United States is a "melting pot" of diverse 
cultures. A small example of that was exhibited at the 
Multicultural Luncheon held in the Sun Room of the Stu
dent Center at College of the Mainland Oct. 15. · 

More than 39 faculty, staff and students partook in the 
fall semester's cultural event sponsored by the Student 
Activities Board. 

Participants had to bring a dish of food from their cul
ture to participate in the meal. 

In order to get an accurate idea of how diverse COM 
is, those present were asked to sign a book and list their 
cultural backgrounds. Some of the countries represented 
included Sweden, Gennany, Finland, France, England, 
Qenmark, Ireland, Mexico, Ethiopia, the Czech Repub
lic, Russia, Poland, China and the United States. 

To give t,ie luncheon a multicultural atmosphere, 

placemats with stamps from foreign countries and vari
ous phrases and translations for "hello" decorated the 
tables along with world globes and a map of the world. 
The main buffet table was adorned with exotic foods rang
ing from shepherd's pie, lasagna, Spanish rice, Russian 
kasha to spaghetti, and various cold salads and desserts. 

After everyone tasted the various foods from all the 
different cultures that were represented at the luncheon, 
Emelio Vega, SAB member, instructed each person to take 
time to talk with each other and learn a little background 
information about the person sitting next to him or her. 
After about 30 minutes, participants were given the op
portunity to share with the rest of the group what they 
had learned about their neighbors. 

The luncheon closed at the end of College Hour, but 
many participants stayed behind to talk more and share 
interesting stories with others before dispersing with smil
ing faces and full stomachs. Maryann Urick, SAB spon
sor, said the overall turnout WJlS excellent. 

Daylight saving time: What's the point? 

On Oct. 26 before I went to bed, I set my clock back 
(fall back, spring forward), as I assume most Americans 
did. As I did this I thought to myself, "Why can't we just 
leave well enough alone? Shouldn't time be the one 
constant in our society? Why is it necessary to change 
the time; can't we just stick with standard time?'.' 

As I sat frustrated at having to change my clock (I'm 
sure I wasn't the only one), I decided to research why 
we have daylight saving time to begin with. 

Daylight saving time (not savings) was first made a 
law in 1918, along with standard time (official time in 
each of the time zones). This was called the Standard 
Time Act. The purpose of daylight saving time was to 
conserve resources during World War I. However, the 
law was so unpopular that daylight saving time was later 
repealed as part of the act in 1919. Wouldn't that have 
been the first warning sign that daylight saving time 
wasn't going to be a hit? 

It was brought back during World War II in a national 
effort to again conserve energy. From 1945 to 1966 there 
was no federal law to make daylight saving time 

mandatory. So states were allowed to observe it or not, 
which caused confusion for the broadcasting and airline 
industries, trains and buses. 

The confusion was resolved by the Unifonn Tnne Act 
of 1966, which created daylight saving time to begin on 
the last Sunday of April (later changed· to the first 
Sunday in April) and to end the last Sunday of October. 
The act still allows areas to be exempt just as long as 
they pass a local ordinance. Arizona except for parts of 
the Navajo Nation, Hawaii and most of Indiana don't 
participate in the daylight saving time program. 

After finding out the history of daylight saving time, I 
was still left with one question, "Why is it still neces
sary?" It was necessary to conserve energy and re
sources during World War I and Wodd War II, but whY. 
now? Last tim.e I checked we weren't involved in those 
wars any longer. 

Reasons given for having daylight saving time is that 
the extra hour of light allows people to run errands in 
daylight, and the extra hour of light supposedly also 
prevents crime. I guess it's out of the question for 
someone to commit a crime during daylight. Oh, I 
forgot, criminals put their illegal activities on hold until 
daylight saving time ends when they can start up again. 

So I am back to my first question: "Is it necessary to 
have daylight saving time?" No, I don't think so. 
However, it's the law. So, in a short while I, like most 
people, will have adjusted to the time change until next 
year when we lose that hour we just gained. 
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AIDS virus still a 
• growing concern 

BY DANIEL K. LAI 
Assistant Editor 

With all the hype of the West Nile virus outbreak, the 
AIDS epidemic seems to have taken a staggering back• 
burner position in concern and prevention across the 
United States. 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
and the AIDS Coalition of Coastal Texas held a seminar 
titled, "For Those Who Think It Wouldn't Happen to 
Them," in the auditorium of the Leaming Resource Cen
ter Oct. 20. The seminar re-emphasized the growing con
cern over AIDS prevention. 

Maurisa Byerly, a representative of the AIDS Coalition, 
did not waste any time diving into statistics, preventive 
measures and education on the virus. 

"Of course, none of this is going to help if you do not 
change your behavior," Byerly said. "Education does not 
help; it's all about behavior; people have to change their 
lifestyles." 

According to the AIDS Coalition and the Centers for 
Disease Control, the leading age group of newly exposed 
HIV/ AIDS reported cases ranges from 17 to 25, and AIDS 
is the leading cause of death in people ages 35 to 45. 

African Americans statistically make up 14 percent of 
t.he population in the United States and of that, 60 percent 
are infected with HIV or AIDS. Galveston County has the 
second highest rate of reported AIDS cases in Texas. 

The AIDS ( acquired immunodeficiency syndrome) vi
rus begins primarily as a blood-to-blood transmitted HIV · 
(Human Immune virus) virus. The virus is commonly 
transmitted through unsafe sexual practices and sharing 
hypodermic needles. Those who think they have come in 
contact with the HIV virus should wait at least six weeks 
before getting tested to allow doctors to get an accurate T
cell count. If a person tests negative, he or she should be 
re-tested every six months. If a person tests positive for 
HIV, his or her physicians instructions should be followed. 

According to the CDC and the AIDS Coalition, the fol
lowing symptoms are commonly associated with HIV in
fection. 

• Rapid weight loss 
• Dry cough 
• Recurring fever or night sweats 
• Profound and unexplained fatigue 
• Swollen lymph glands in the armpits, groin and neck 
• Diarrhea that lasts for more than one week 
• Red, brown, pink or purplish blotches on or under the 

skin or inside the mouth, nose or eyelids 
Of course, the only way to know for sure if a person is 

infected is to be tested for HIV. A person cannot rely on 
sympt~ms alone to know if he or she is infected. 

The AIDS Coalition explains an HIV or AIDS diagno
sis is not a death sentence. Modem medicine and healthy 
lifestyles can increase the longivity of AIDS patients. 
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History and geography professor, Dr. Steven Sewell, donates blood for the Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center's 
October blood drive sponsored by the COM SAB. The blood drive, in which 88 people donated blood, was held 
In tM Student Center Sun Room Oct. 1 and 2. (Photo by Maryann Urick), · 

October blood drive draws· 110 people 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Managing Editor 

Every two seconds in this country someone is in need 
of blood, according to the Gulf Coast Regional Blood 
Center in Houston. 

In the Greater Houston/Galveston area alone more than 
2,000 units of blood will be transfused into patients on 
any given day because of illnesses or accidents. 

The Blood Center was on the College of the Mainland 
Campus Oct. 1 and 2, taking donations from COM stu
dents, faculty and staff. 

During the two-day blood drive, 110 people partici- . 
pated. Of the 110, 88 people were able to donate and 22 
were deferred. The reason for being deferred, is anything 
from the type of daily medication a person takes, to a 
recent tattoo or body piercing (the most common), or to 
having recently visited another country. 

In the Greater Houston/Galveston region serviced by 
the Blood Center, more than 800 donations are needed 
daily to sustain patient needs. But what some people may 
not know is that those 800 donations will provide more 
than 670,000 units of blood and blood C<?,mponents that 
patients desperately need to sustain life, according to the 
Blood Center. 

When a person gives a pint of whole blood (the typical 
donation), it is divided into three separate and distinct 
parts: platelets, plasma and red blood cells. Each of these 
parts has a distinct use. 

The platelets generally are used to help cancer patients, 
among others, recover from chemotherapy treatments. The 
need for plasma for bum patients is critical because the 
greater the degree of bums or the larger area covered by 
the bums, means the greater need for plasma. 

The greatest need is the need for red blood cells. For 
people who have suffered severe trauma, red blood cells 
are necessary and critical for survival. 

A person may also donate individual components of 
whole blood. This is referred to as an apheresis donation. 
In this type of donation the part of the blood not used is 
returned to the body. If the apheresis donation is plasma 
only (the donor would keep the red blood cells and plate
lets), a person can donate three times as much plasma as 
he would if he had donated whole blood. 

A platelet donation is done in the same manner. A per
son can donate six to eight times the normal amount de
rived from a whole blood donation. 

The need for blood donations is always increasing, but 
with the new era of tattoos and body piercings, it is be
coming more difficult to find suitable donors. After re
ceiving a tattoo or body piercing, a person is not able to 
donate for one year. 

To donate, a person must first undergo a 15-to 20-minute 
screening process. If a person is able to donate, the dona
tion process takes about 15 minutes to complete. 

But in return for the loss of blood, the COM students, 
faculty and staff who were able to donate received a T
shirt from the Blood Center. 

Writer's poems brings life to COM art gallery 
By KRISTY ROBEIUS 
Managing Editor 

Poet Artis Bernard's words came to life Oct. 10 at the 
College of the Mainland Art Gallery. 

Bernard read her many poems about grasses to an au
dience of more than 23 people. As the audience listened, 
her words gave meaning to the artwork by Penny Cerling, 
which were displayed in the gallery through Oct. 17. 

The reading began with a lecture by Bernard about how 
she wrote her poems. She followed her short lecture with 
a recitation of her many poellls about different grasses. 
What was made to sound like a single poem was in fact 
written as many different poems. But the poems flowed 
together so well that they sounded as if they were one 
story. Bernard closed the session with a beautiful poem 
about oceans. 

The reading and lecture turned quickly to a question 
and answer session, with Cerling also on hand to answer 
questions about her artwork in the gallery. 

The first question posed to Bernard, was whether or 

not she found it difficult to write poems about a subject 
such as grass. She responded that she "envied artists' works 
because art appeals immediately to the senses, and writ
ers must deal with words, and words must be translated 
into sound and then from sound into meaning, while art-
ists make an immediate sensation." "' 
. Mark Greenwalt, COM art professor, asked Bernard if 

she likes her work. "They (her poems) were almost all 
throwaways (she did not care for any of the first drafts)," 
Bernard said. 

Greenwalt went on to question how she came up with 
her ideas. 

"Ideas come as I am walking, driving, cooking or with 
my children because I have very little time to sit down 
and write," Bernard said. She added that she creates all 
her poems in her head before putting them on paper. 

Bernard also spoke about having grown up in the Black 
Hills of South Dakota and how she tried to add some of 
those feelings into her work, The Grass. She also points 
out that she was merely trying to look at one subject (grass) 
from many different angles. 

First Thanksgiving 
begins long tradition 
By Justin Kinley 
Staff Reporter 

Thanksgiving is upon us again, so instead of carving 
scary faces on pumpkins, it's time to get ready to carve 
pumpkin pies and turkeys. But why do we do this every 
year in November? 

The tradition started almost 400 years ago, but it has 
changed over time. The first Thanksgiving observance in 
America was entirely religious and1did not involve feast
ing. A group of 38 settlers arrived at Berkely Plantation, 
near what is now Charles City, Va., Dec. 4, 1619. Their 
charter required that the day of arrival be observed yearly 
as a day of thanksgiving to God. 

The first Thanksgiving observed in New England was 
celebrated in Plymouth less than a year after the Plymouth 
colonists had settled in America. The first winter took its 
toll on the colonists, killing about half of them. But a prom
ising summer the following year in 1621 led Gov. Will
iam Bradford to arrange a harvest festival to give thanks 
to God for the progress of the colony; the festival lasted 
three days. 

The men of Plymouth shot ducks, geese and turkeys 
for the feast and gathered clams, eel and other fish, wild 
plums and leeks, com and watercress. The women super
vised the cooking over outdoor fires. About 90 American 
Indians attended the feast bringing with them five deer. 
Everyone ate outdoors at large tables and enjoyed games. 

Similar Thanksgivings were held the next several years 
but no traditional date was set. 

The custom of Thanksgiving Day spread throughout 
the colonies. It was in 1789 that President George Wash
ington issued a general proclamation deciding on Nov. 
26 as the day of national thanks. 

For many years the United States had no regular na
tional Thanksgiving holiday. But by 1830, the state of New 
York had an official Thanksgiving Day, and other north
ern states soon followed. Virginia would become the 
nation's first southern state to adopt the custom in 1855. 

In 1863 President Lincoln named the last Thursday in 
November as "a day of thanksgiving and praise to our · 
beneficiary Father." 

For the next 75 years the country's presidents formally 
proclaimed that Thanksgiving Day should be celebrated 
on the last Thursday of November. But in 1939, in an 
effort to help businesses by lengthening the shopping pe
riod before Christmas, President Franklin p. Roosevelt 
set it one week earlier. Congress soon ruled that the fourth 
Thusday of November would be obsef':'ed as Thanksgiv
ing Day and as a legal federal holiday. 

After a presentation of a collectlon of poetry titled, 
The Grass, and a question and answer session by the 
writer, COM Professor Mona Marshall talks with poet 
Artis Bernard. Bernard's poetry gave meaning to 
Penny Cerllng's artwork displayed ln_the COM art gal
lery Oct. 10-17. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) • 



EstrellaAward winner 
former COM student 
Continued from Page 1----------

ture for the Hemandezes. BMS properties presently owns 
and has fully renovated the Pine Forest Apartments in 
Dickinson. Hernandez believes, "Our properties are for 
everyone, but we are sensitive to our Hispanic (esidents 
and visitors. I do not believe there is any other complex 
where an only Spanish speaking person can feel at home." 

Hernandez also is active with the COM Amigos, do
nating money to ensure they have adequate funds for 
projects and financial assistance for members. 

"My success didn't come easy," she said. "Just like a 
lot of other Hispanic women I had to work twice as hard 
and too often had to learn as I did (the hard way)." 

The other nominees for the award were Aida A. Garza 
who set up Senior Solutions for Texans, which helps lo
cate items, such as laptops and cell phones for senior citi
zens; Elida Saenz Matthews, a volunteer coordinator for 
the Tony Sanchez for Texas Governor Campaign; and 
Sally Davilla, president of the League of United Latin 
American Citizens. 

Nominees cannot be a COM employee; they must be 
residents of Galveston County; they must serve as role 
models in promoting education in the Hispanic Commu
nity; and must promote Hispanic Heritage by promoting 
the five goals of the Hispanic Organization of Leaming 
Advancement (HOLA), which include increasing aware
ness by educating the community about the Hispanic 
Culture and increasing Hispanic enrollment at COM, 

But the event ·col.!ld not have been .a success without 
the participation of the COM personnel judging commit
tee: Dr. Marty Caylor, Richard Capestani, Tillie Henson, 
Sharon Malone, Selina Rahman, Dr. David Micliael Smith 
and Dr. Robert Tudor. 

Our English language 
proves to be a crazy mess 

If you don't think our adopted English language .is 
really a crazy mess, think again. A short walk on the 
Internet bears out this fact in all its glory. 

Take the case of an English teacher, like our own 
Astrid Lowery, trying to explain to an ex-military 
student that his paper containing the description about a . 
fellow soldier who decided to desert because his dessert 
in the desert wasn't what he wanted, may want to 
rewrite his story. 

Going a little further into this discussion, we find in 
this language of ours the fact that there is no ham in 
hamburger, no pine or apples in pineapple, and no egg in 
eggplant. We also discover that our noses run and our 
feet smell. We seem to ship by truck and send cargo by 
ship, and we park on a driveway and drive on a parkway. 

Why is a guinea pig neither from Guinea, nor is it a 
pig? We also can wonder, if the plural of tooth is teeth, 
shouldn't the plural of booth, be beeth? 

Scientifically speaking, why is it that when the stars 
are out, they become visible, but when lights are out, 
they become invisible? · 

You might ask, why do we recite at a play but play at 
a recital? We can also marvel at the lunacy of a language 
in which your house bums up as it bums down. 
Why then if teachers have taught, can't preachers have 
praught? 

We can end all this high-level discourse by realizing 
English was invented by people, not computers, and that 
it reflects the creativity of the human race, which,. of 
eourse, is not a race at all. 
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COM's Senior Adult Program hosted a plant sale Thursday, Oct. 17, from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. outside the 
Learning Resources Center Library In the breezeway. All proceeds went toward the purchase of new sewing 
machines for the COMPASS quilting and sewing courses. Fc;,r more Information on COMPASS call (409) 938-1211 
or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Exts. 226 or 432. (Photo by Daniel K. Lai) 

Complaint~ fill COM suggestion boxes 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Managing Editor 

Student comment and suggestion boxes have been 
placed in each of the various buildings on the College of 
the Mainland campus in connection with the upcoming 
visit of the SouthemAssociation of Colleges and Schools 
in April 2003. 

The comments (which were mostly complaints) were 
received and handled by Pam Davenport, vice president/ 
dean of Student Services for COM. The student com
plaints were mostly about the.distance education classes, 
the caf~teria, and the lighting and security on the cam
pus and parking lots. These complaints were forwarded 
to COM faculty and staff, and to the Galveston College 
faculty for responses. 

Several _complaints were made about the scheduling 
of the televised broadcasts of course programs on Chan
nel 8 Houston. The main complaint was that the tele
vised courses began on Channel 8 prior to the student 
orientation at which the students received a syllabus. 

GC history Professor John Clyburn and GC govern
ment Professor Sid Young (both are also adjunct profes
sors at COM) responded to the complaints by stating that 
had orientation been moved up a week it would have 
fallen on the Labor Day weekend and further complaints 
would have resulted. But students were informed at ori
entation that they would be given an additional six weeks 
to catch up on the viewing of the tapes, which are avail
able as direct .rentals from ACT~I Media (the order 
form was enclosed in student orientation package), and 

can also be vie\\led in the lib,aries of GC and COM. 
Also, COM Director of Media Services Jerry Ander

son added that public television was used instead of 
cable television so that no student would be left out if 
he or she did not have cable service. He also said the 
schools would look into using cable service, but that 
there would be increased costs involved in using the 
cable service. 

To further remedy the problem, .the Channel 8 tele
vision schedule in the college course schedules will be 
published under the telecourse entry. However, since 
the course schedQles have already been printed for the 
spring 2003 semester, this will not begin until Sum-
mer Session I, 2003. • 

Jeff Brown of Brown Food Services addressed the 
complaints regarding the price of the food, cafeteria 
hours, restocking of the vending machines and the qual
ity of the food served in the cafeteria. 

Brown said compared to privately owned cafeterias, 
the COM cafeteria is competitively priced. He did'not 
comment on the food quality. 

The majority of student complaints focused on safety, 
parking lot lighting and campus security. 

·Police Team Leader E.W. "Butch" Carr stated he 
believes the campus police force is doing an adequate 
job and that there are several phones around the cam
pus which go straight to the department's Ext. 599. 

Director of COM Physical Plant Peter Early ad
dressed the issue of the lighting QJ1 the campus park
ing lots saying that a lighting improvement pl~ is in 
progress, but the parking lots are ''well" illuminated. 

Sanmann scholarship fund established for students 
Continued from Page 1----------

in older (black and white) . movies and the many "mini 
film festivals" they would have at each other's homes. 
"One time we played bookie from school to go see the 
MGM 75th anniversary film show; we got to see our fa
vorite actors on the big screen as they should be." 

Roger Stallings, COM spe.ech professor, told qf 
Sanmann's influence on his decision to leave the fine arts 
department and petition to join the Humanities Team, his 
friendship with her and a pretend marriage. 

"Last summer Ouida called me up, knowing I was an 
actor, and asked me to come and be her husband because 
she was having some work done on her roof and she had 

heard of single women being taken advantage of," 
Stallings recalled. "So, I agreed to come over and pre
tend to be her husband." 

Friends and students who could not attend the me
morial but wish to send condolences to her parents, may 
write Frank and Dolores Sanmann, 7804 S 28 West Av
enue, Tulsa, OK 74}32. 

A scholarship fund has been established in memory 
of Sanmann. At the estate sale held at her house 
Nov. 2, more than $1,500 was earned for the scholar
ship. Anyone wishing to make a donation to the fund 
should address it to the COM Foundation, 1200 Amburn 
Road, Room 159, Texas City, TX 77591. 

• 
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The Woody Witt Jazz Quartet entertains an audience at the Brown Bag Concert and Cllnlc held In the Fine Arts 
Building on Oct. 24. Band members (from left) are Fred Kennedy on drums, Kevin Patton on guitar, Woody Witt 
on tenor saxophone and Mitch Towne on organ. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Visitors groove to sounds of jazz band 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Managing Editor 

As the music flowed, more than 30 people tapped their 
feet as they ate their lunches Friday, Oct. 25, during the 
jazz performance of the Woody Witt Jazz Quartet. 

The Woody Witt Jazz Quartet included-Witt on the tenor 
saxophone, Mitch Towne on the organ, Fred Kennedy on 
the drums and College of the Mainland adjunct music in
structor Kevin Patton on the guitar. 

Witt informed the audience that this concert was the 
first time these four musicians had played together, ex
cept for a brief rehearsal on Oct. 24. 

The Brown Bag Concert held in the Fine Arts Building 
Recital Hall included renditions of Kenny Kirkland's 
"Stepian Faith" and John Coltrane's "Take the Coletrane." 

The 45-minute jazz concert was followed by a ques~ 
tion and answer session led by Witt. Jimmy Ramos, a re
cruiter for the Strategic Enrollment Management Team 
(who is studying the trumpet with COM music Professor 

Sparky Koerner), opened the session by asking Witt, 
"What do you think about when improvising on stage?" 

The instantaneous response from organist Towne was 
"fear and panic." But that one question was all it took to 
keep the entire quartet talking and entertaining for the 
next 40 minutes. 

During the talk, the musicians said that jazz is a lan
guage all its own, and that while on stage they are merely 
communicating with one another. They also stated and 
restated many times that the best jazz musicians also have 
to be the best listeners. On stage they are listening and 
reacting to the others in the quartet as they improvise. 

But all four musicians agreed that listening was the most 
important since technique, scales and notes could be 
worked on during practice. 

Sadly though, Witt informed the audience, jazz accounts 
for less than 1 percent of music industry sales in this coun
try. And if a jazz CD sells more than 5,000 copies in the 
United States, it is considered a hit. Witt quickly added, 
"I do not make my living as a jazz musician." 

Yoga works~op relaxes mind and body 
By JENNIFER DEMETRIOS 
Staff Reporter 

People who were interested in learning about the ben
efits of yoga attended a workshop Oct. 22 in the Fine 
Arts Rectial Hall at 7 p.m. Several students from yoga 
instructor Dolores Williams' classes participated in the 
demonstation. 

The students demonstrated stretches, such as the lunge, 
table, falling hen and child's play, which they have 
worked on since the beginning of the semester. They held 
the stretches for roughly two seconds in the demonstra
tion, with each individual holding the-stretch for a differ-

ent amount of time. Williams said not to get discouraged 
if you cannot hold a stretch as long as someone else. 

People of various ages take the classes, proving once 
again that you're only as old as you feel. 

Yoga is useful for limbering up, but there are other ad
vantages for getting involved in a class. 

"I had an accident over the summer, and I joined the 
yoga class this semester," said Terri Turner, a COM stu
dent. "It has been good physical therapy for me and also 
has helped me develop a wider range of flexibility." 

If you missed this workshop, you can catch another one 
on Dec. 3 from 12:30-1:30 p.m. It will be presented by 
the COM Sigma Delta chapter of Phi Theta Kappa. 
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COM students learn 
tips for job hunting 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

"Looking for a job is a career," said Patricia Jackson, 
director of Career Services, at a recent free workshop 
titled, "Got A Job?" 

The workshop was held Oct. 17 on the second floor of 
College of the Mainland Student Center in the Career Ser
vices Office. This facility is designed to help COM stu
dents travel the difficult road of finding a job. 

Students attending the workshop took advantage of one 
of the many valuable services offered by the Career Ser
vices staff headed by Jackson and her assistants, Iva Sayles 
and Mary Simpson. 

Jackson began the free session by welcoming the stu
dents and passing out her Career Services Handbook. Tak
ing students through this informative publication, she 
emphasized its valuable information and highlighted top
ics to help the job seeker, such as Preparing a Job-getting 
Resume, Getting Ready for the Interview, What to Wear 
to the Interview and many other important tips to help in 
locating that perfect employment situation. 

The attendees listened intently to the wealth of infor
mation presented by Jackson and asked questions related 
to the job of getting a job. One of their questions dealt 
with the need to write a thank you letter to the person 
who conducted the interview. The answer from Jackson 
in response to the question was a positive, "Yes." She 
said a thank you letter is an important step in showing 
interest and allowing the job-seeker to include in her let
ter more information highlighting her desire and qualifi
cations for the position. 

The session ended with the students expressing grati
tude to Jackson and her staff for their help in making the 
difficult path to getting a job a lot more successful and a 
little less traumatic. 

Students participate 
in GCIC Sports Day 
By JENNIFER DEMETRIOS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland participated in the semi-an
nual Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day 
Oct. 17, along with other local colleges. 

The colleges included North Harris County, San Jacinto
North, -South and -Central, Kingwood, Brazosport, 
Tomball, Wharton County and Lee. 

The event was hosted by North Harris County College 
and Kingwood College. . 

COM was able to place in all four of the events stu
dents participated in. 

COM tied for third place with North Harris in co-ed 
volleyball, with Kingwood leading in first place and 
Brazosport follo"?Ving in second place. 

In co-ed softball COM came in third place, behind 
Brazosport, which finished first and San Jacinto-Central, 
which took home second. 

Steve Martinez.and Daniel Meyer represented COM in 
tM 8-ball tournament. Martinez came in second and Meyer 
tied for third. Justin Legros of Lee College won first place. 

COM came in fourth place in women's basketball. San 
Jacin~o-South won first place, with Kingwood trailing be
hind in second and North Harris in third. COM forfeited 
the men's basketball game because not all players were 
able to attend. 

COM also participates in GCIC Sports Day during the 
spring semester. For more information or to find out how 
to sign up for next semester, contact Maryann Urick, co
ordinator of COM Recreational Programs and Student 
Activites, •at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free at 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 418 . 



Outdoor lighting still 
a concern for students 
Continued from Page 1----------

lations, which were recently published in the Galveston 
Daily News about the cafeteria and the Child Develop
ment Lab,"were minor violations and that all violations 
have been corrected." 

Lorena Avalos then brought to the attention of Daven
port that even with all the extra funding for . the counse
lors ·in the Student Center, students were still encounter
ing a long wait during registration and the first week of 
school. Davenport said that additional funds and person
nel had been added to the staff of the Counseling and Test
ing Center, but at the beginning of any semester a longer 
than normal wait is to be expected. 

Davenport also said that Student Services is looking into 
setting up an Internet site so that students with brief ques
tions that need not to be addressed by a counselor can e
mail questions to Student Services and have a timely re
sponse via return e-mail. 

It was a surprise to hear any comments about the recent 
College Day event held Oct. 29, but Byron Hambrick com
mented that "the hours were not long enough during the 
day(lOa.m.-1 p.m.)."Healsoasked, "Why were so many 
high school students here? It cut into our time." Daven
port said she would speak to the Advisement and Coun
seling Team because they were the team which coordi
nates that particular event. She added that COM regularly 
invites local high schools, so that as many students as pos
sible in -the surrounding areas can gather as much infor
mation as needed to further their education. 

Arthur Nghiem, a member of Student Government, in
quired when the first meeting was to be held between the 
COM Senate and the administration. Dr. Templer replied 
that the first meeting was set for 3:30 p.m. that afternoon. 
James Shippy, associate dean of Student Services, said 
Student Government now has three senators "who are ea
ger to work." 

Of course, no Student Concerns Forum would be com
plete without at least one complaint about the lighting in 
the parking lots. Avalos said some lights are not on, and 
the parking lots are not safe because it gets dark earlier 
since the time change. 
· Dr. Pope said, "If th.ere are lights out on campus during 
school hours there is a problem, and students should con
tact the campus police. Remediation for the rest of the 
areas is now in progress." 

COM students Steve Martinez (left) and Daniel Meyer 
won second and third place, respectively In the 8-ball 
pool tournament at the GCIC Sports Day hosted by 
North Harris County College and Kingwood College 
Oct. 17. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 
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Valencia Hatcher "gets down" at the SAB Halloween Karaoke Party outside the Learning Resources Center Oct. 
31 during College Hour. Activities Included a karaoke singing contest and a face painting contest. Hatcher 
placed first In karaoke, Denise Parrish placed second and Dwayne Hopkins placed third. The Students for Christ 
club won the face painting contest. They decorated Students for Christ club President Tara Land's face and 
dyed her hair. (Photo by Daniel K. Lal) 

Workshop prepares students for jobs 
By JENNIFER DEMETRIOS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland students were given advice 
on ways to land a job at Hot Jobs for the Future, pre
sented by the Student Activities Board and Career Ser
vices Sept. 19 in Room SC-212 of the Student Center. 
The workshop offered free lunches to the first 20 partici
pants, and roughly that number attended. 

Patricia Jackson, director of Car.eer Services, who-pre
sented the workshop discussed where the jobs are, mar
ket trends and strategies to get a job. 

Jackson touched on eight key ways to get started on 
finding a job and techniques to make you stand out from 
the other interviewees: 

• Know your skills 
•Do your homework before showing up at the inter
vie~. (Employers are interested in ~ndidates who ask . 
intelligent questions and can be interviewed based on 
what they know about the organization.) 

•Try co-oping or an intership; this gives an invaluable 
look at what the company and the position are like. 

• Know how to go on an interview. 
•Network 
•Negotiate with the employer. 
•Once you have the job, put money aside in case you 
might want to start looking for another job later. 
Jackson suggested that anyone who needs help writing 

a resume could set up an appointment with Career Ser
vices for assistance. 

Career Services also will do a mock interview to pre
pare an individual for a real interview. Also, Career Ser
vices Giln help set up a co-op or internship for a person 
who wants to gain more experience in a certain field of 
employment. Co-oping or interning can be valuable be
cause employers value students who have gained real
world experience, Jackson said. 

People who attended the workshop also were told about 
the top 10 qualities employers seek. 

•Communication skills (verbal and written) 
•Honesty/integrity 
•Teamworking skills 
•Interpersonal skills 
• A strong work ethic 
• Motivation/initiative 
•Flexibility/adaptability 
•Analytical skills 
•Computer skills 
•Organizational skills 
Throughout the workshop Jackson provided a number 

of handouts that gave people a perspective on what em
ployers are looking for and how to mak~ a person stand 
out among the others interviewing for that job. 

For more information on co-oping, internships or job 
opportunities, contact Jackson at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll 
free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 529. 

Universities take part in CO M's College Day 
By DANIEL K. lAI 
Assistant Editor 

Eager high school students and hopeful college trans
fer students filled the Physical Education Building at Col
lege of the Mainland on Oct. 29 for the annual College 
Day event sponsored by the Student Activities Board. 

The evertt was held in two sessions, from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. and from 6 to 8 p.m. The night session drew large 
numbers of students while the morning session drew 
mostly small groups of interested high school students. 

Thirty-:two universities from across Texas were sched
uled to attend the event, but not all participated. Among 
the universities represented were the Univeristy of Hous
ton-Clear Lake, the University ofTexas, TexasA&M Uni
versity, St. Thomas µniversity, Sam Houston State Uni
versity, Stephen F. Austin University, the University of 
Texas Medical Branch at Galveston, the Art Institute of 
Houston, Southwest Texas State University, Texas 
Lutheran University, Texas Woman's University and 

Texas Tech University. The U.S. Army also participated. 
The universities provided information, fliers and bro
chures, college catalogs and class schedules. 

Not all who attended College Day were in high spirits. 
Several league volleyball team members showed up at 
the Gym dressed for a volleyball game and quickly grew 
angry that they had not been informed that College Day 
participants would occupy the Gym and that the games 
would be canceled. 

If students could not attend College Day or the college 
they plan to transfer to was not represented, they should 
make an appointment with a COM counselor to discuss 
transfer options and develop a transfer plan. 

Counselors are available on the second floor of the Stu
dent Center to help students with transfer questions. Stu
dents seeking advisement should come prepared with in
formation about the prospective college they plan to trans
fer to. To schedule an appointment with a counselor con
tact the Counseling Center at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 
1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 297. 

-· 
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A Flea in Her Ear leaves audience b~zzing 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

George Feydeau's comedy A Flea In Her Ear hit 
the boards of the College of the Mainland Arena The
atre with more than a flea bite as it plays to capacity 
audiences during its run through Nov. 17. 

Director Jack Westin's magic touch was apparent 
as the audiences enjoyed this super farce that employs 
slamming doors, revolving beds, wild gunshots and a 
complex series of mistaken identities. 

Ryanne Robinson (left) and Robert Paterno play 
victims of unusual circumstances as they appear 
in the COM Arena Theatre production of A Flea in 
Her Ear. (Photo by Arena Theatre) 

The play is set in Paris in the early 1900s, and when 
the lights go up, things begin their tangled involve
ment. In the opening scene a pair of suspenders falls 
into the hands of a jealous wife, setting off an amus
ing but complicated handful of events. These include 
an anonymous letter that leads to a series of activi
ties that make for complicated situations, and many 
surprises and fast entrances and exits for all involved 
at the Hotel Pink Pussycat. 

The fast action continues when Carlos, a dimunitive 
gun--toting Spaniard, played by Tony Salinas arrives 
on the scene in a jealous rage. 

Somehow all the extreme complications are re
solved, the mistaken identities are unmas.ked and life 
goes on for all concerned. 

In Flea, Director Westin has assembled a fine cast 
who show a complete understanding and commitment 
to their roles. Mark Adams in the dual role of Victor 
and Do Do, the bellboy at the Hotel Pussycat, plays 
the parts with his usual entertaining gusto, and the 
speech-impaired Claude played by Robert Paterno is 
convincing in his struggle to make himself under
stood. The rest of the cast show dedication to their 
art in performances that require exact timing and stage 
movement in addition to saying the lines and bring
ing their characters to life. 

The behind-the-scenes technicians deserve ap
plause as the performance is enhanced by their obvi
ous hard work. Lastly, somewhere in the wings, an 
unidentified gong striker is to be commended as he 
or she, on cue, hits what sounds like a cow bell struck 
with a tire iron whenever a door closes or a blow to 
an actor is administered. 

All in all, if a laughable, entertaining evening at 
the theater is your cup of tea, the Flea will more than 
fill it to overflowing. · 

New student government officers elected 
By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

All who ran for Student Government positions had suc
cessful campaigns in that all were elected, as all candi
dates ran unopposed. 

College of the Mainland's newly elected student offic
ers are Detric Dotson, president; Janiece Thomas, vice 
president; Lawrence Beard, night school representative; 
Misty Fraser, treasurer; Elzena "Z" Reyna, parliamentar
ian; and Clifford Brown and Arthur Nghiem, College Sen
ate representatives. 

The elections ~ere held Sept. 24 in the Student Center 
from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Student Government adviser James 
Shippy said the elections traditionally run until the evening 
hours, "so we can cover evening students as well." 

Beard is available for night students from 4 to 5 p.m. in 
Room SC-111 in the Student Center. 

Kristin Myers was elected to the student body secre
tary position and Chris Ward was elected to hold the third 
COM Senate seat. Shippy said the late elections were made . 
because no one ran for those positions on Sept. 24. 

"There is a lack of interest in getting involved with the 

school," Myers said. "The more that gets brought up at 
Student Government meetings the more we can bring to 
the president (Hayes). If people think their kids might 
come here some qay, it is important to get their opinion 
because those decisions are. going to affect the future of 
the school." 

Student Government is similar to student council in high 
schools, Shippy said, adding that Student Government 
deals with organizing student-sponsored events, bringing 
student concerns forward to members of the COM Board 
of Trustees and working on numerous projects to include 
recreational activities. Student Government also provides 
a support systems for needy students. 

Student Government representatives had lunch with 
COM President, Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes, Oct. 11 to 
discuss mid-semester areas of concern and interest, and 
to get to know him. A new student concerns and/or sug
gestion box also will be placed in the Student Center, 
Shippy said. "I let the Student Government be a reflec
tion of the people and personalities who are in it," Shippy 
said. "Each year it is different." 

The next Student Government meetings will be Nov. 
21 and Dec. 5, in RoomA-127. 
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.·.•. People Sp~ai{ Out 
By Daniel K. Lai and Kristy Roberts 

For the. first time in many years, the GOP was 
able to return the House and Senate to Republic;an 
control And with the heated and often dirty politi
cal race between Gov. Rick Perry and-his Demo
cratic opponent Tony Sanchez, lnterCOM asked: 
"How important is it to you to exercise yoi;rr right 
to vote. And why?'' 

Delayna Guyton: It's 
important , because 
we' re all part of society. 
Whoever we get makes 
decisions for us. ···• ··• 

Josh Hendn"ckson; lt's 
important because it's 
the only way l have to 
change what I don't like 
about the govemment. 

{' Joi C;le; ·qhiajc it;s ,;. Job~ Woltskilh It's 
•·• important so yo~ earl .... .important and I <lo vote. · 
· · have the right pef$on i1' i I think itts aparfof goq.p 
( ,o«/~:l<l 't>ke ~ ~pf l~lf ~:I 

~ I 
I 

. G1$syJJQdn.t~l~hvay§ · -~ · ~asfuJ: it•SJtn .. · 
_tell peopl~ if'yQQ. don't porta'ii:t, but ifthere';no . 
v9te.youlqse ~pt-right one I waiittP vote Jot, · i 

to'gti~. · ·' I~nt n~tg~!ftg to vat~, 

. vote because I'm not a 
citizen yeU don't think 
people would take much 
consideration in my 
opinion, but I think it's 

; important to vote. 
.:::::: 

Donald~cala: It'slm
portant to me because · 
my deciding vote could 
determine my future in 

· . society and the well-be
ing of others. 



Great American Smokeout 
SeePage4 
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PTK scholarship 
nominees selected 
By JENNIFER DEMETRIOS 
Staff Reporter 

Each year College of the Mainland nominates two stu
dents to apply for. theAll-USAAcademic Team, which is 
sponsored by Phi Theta Kappa, the national honor soci
ety, and USA Today. Jia LeBlanc and Rachel Roberts are 
COM's 2003All-USAnominees and could be eligible for 
a $2,500 scholarship stipend. 

"I was nominated by PTK adviser, Leslie Richardson," 
LeBlanc said. "I believe it's an honor and a privilege to 
be nominated, especially since it is looking at the whole 
school. I also feel honored to represent the school." 

Roberts said she had no idea she was eligible to be an 
ALL-USA nominee. 

"I didn't even know I was nominated until Leslie 
Richardson {COM math professor) told me I bad met all 
the requirements," she said. 

Roberts, who has a 4.0 cumulativ.e grade point aver
age, added that while s~e is interested in who will be 

. awarded the final scho1arship, she does not want to let the 
pressure get to her. 

"I am trying not to think about it," she said."If I don't 
get it that is fine, but I am interested in who will win." 

COM and other community colleges in 33 states, pick 
two nominees from the hundreds of students recom
mended by their respective campuses. 

Out of the nominees selected nationwide, 60 students 
will be divided into three teams of 20 students each. 

Each of the 20 students in the first team receives $2,500 
in cash, a trophy and a medal. 

See All-USA Page 10 . 

Dr. Manuel Urbina II plays a trumpet solo of "Jingle 
Bells" after COM Amigos President Mary Angel Ramirez 
recited "The Night Before Christmas" in Spanish. This 
was part of the COM "Holidays Around the World" 
celebration held Dec. 5 in the Administration Building 
lobby. (Photo by Daniel K. Lai) 

COM a year in review 
See Pages f & 7 

Holiday memories 
See Pages 8 & 9 

December 
2002 

TIPA Award-winner 

The COM Employees Choir, under the direction of COM music Professor, James Heffel, perform for the 
"Holidays Around the World" celebration Dec. 5 in the Administration Building lobby. The choir was the 
final entertainment for the day's festivities, which also included table displays of different traditional 
holiday Items from around the world. (Photo by Daniel K. Lai) 

Different holiday traditions. revealed 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Managing Editor 

The Christmas -holidays are celebrated in different 
fashions around the world. They also are celebrated 
differently depending on religion. But in all coun
tries the holidays are a time to bring friends and fam
ily together. 

eoaege of the Mainland's Multi-Culture Team pre
sented "Holidays around the World" Dec. 5. The cel
ebration, held in the lobby of the Administration 
Building, and was complete with food, festivities and 
table displays of traditional holiday items. 

TLllie Henson, COM Library Circulation coordi
nator, began the day's festivities with a Christmas 
greeting, which was followed by Dr. Manuel Urbina 
II, COM history professor, on the trumpet. Dr. Urbina 
played his rendition of "Jingle Bells." 

An educational insight into the many different holi
days was presented by various COM faculty and staff. 

Heather Flynn, COM Foundation director, spoke 
about the Jewish faith and the traditions practiced 
for Hanukkah. She gave insight into the miracle of 
the menorah, when the oil for a ceremonial lamp 
lasted eight days even though there was only enough 

See COM Employees Page 1 O 

International students honored with luncheon 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland is home to many nationalities. 
Each year several international studeqts elect to attend 
COM as their institute for higher learning. 

The Student Activities Board at College of the Main
land hosted an International Student Appreciation Lun
cheon on Nov. 19 in conjunction with the events oflnter
national Student Appreciation Week. The luncheon was 
held during College Hour (12:30-1:20 p.m.) in the Sun 
Room of the Student Center. 

lo order to attend and receive a free lunch, provided by 
Brown Food Services, students had to RSVP in advance. 

1\venty-five students attended, not including the seven 
international students who were the guests of honor. 

The diversity of the international students exemplifies 
COM's interest in promoting foreign-student enrollment. 
International guests were Rinku and Prabin Joshi, Nepal; 
Etianete Sardinha, Angola; Glenevea Paul, Jamaica; An
drew Zangoullis, England; Myra Sanchez, Belize; and 
Diana Calderon, Venezuela. 

After everyone had finished lunch, representatives from 
various COM clubs explained their functions to the inter
national students and encouraged membership. 

SAB representative Emelio Vega told the students about 
scholarship opportunities through SAB membership and 

See Thoughts Page 11 
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Editorials/News 

.. 

Bush Jr. wants to settle score for dad 

I wake up every morning and wonder if this will be 
the day the United States declares war on Iraq. I also 
wonder how many innocent lives, both Iraqi and 
American, will be lost. 

I am an avid newspaper reader. Through the media I, 
like most other Americans, have tried to understand 
what the reasons are for our president to want to declare 
war on a country that to my knowledge has done nothing 
lately to the United States. No proof exis~s that Saddam 
Hussein is involved with Al-Quaida or Osama bin 
Laden. No proof exists that Hussein has biological or 
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chemical weapons. And no proof exists that he has 
weapons of mass destruction, as our president would 
have us believe. 

In an effort to understand the crisis in the Middle East, 
I attended a forum Dec. 3 at College of the Mainland, 
hoping this would shed some light on the present 
situation in Iraq. The forum was sponsored by the 
Progressive Workers Organizing Committee, of which 
Dr. David Michael Smith, COM government professor 
is a member. 

I was born and raised on military installations and also 
am married to a U.S. Marine. I always have stood firmly 
behind the military and the orders set forth by their 
Commander and Chief, the president of the United 
States. But after listening for only a few minutes, I was 
not so sure I could side with our president any longer. 

One of the forum's speakers was Mark Muhich of the 
Galveston Peace Action Network. He spoke about using 
a non-violent movement, similar to the actions used by 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. during the civil rights 
movement, to gain peace in the Middle East. 

But the more lasting comments of the day came from 
none other than Dr. Smith. He made the most profound 
comment when he said, "Don't listen to the media, use 
your own common sense." 

Dr. Smith also brought to light the fact that Hussein 
was into self-preservation and that the surest way for 
Hussein to ensure his own death would be to take hostile 
action against the United States. However, if none of 
this makes an impression on you, think about the fact 
that Iraq is not the only country to not adhere to the 
rulings of the United Nations. North Korea also is in 
violation, not only of the rulings set forth by the United 
Nations, but also the NATO agreement. ·· 

North Korea now is nuclear-capable, so why are we 
not contemplating war with North Korea? Or for that 
matter with Pakistan, India or any other country that is 
nuclear-capable. Or could it be that those other countries 
do not have the oil reserves that the United States needs 
and wants? 

I pray for the safety of the American military now 
-stationed in the Middle East. I pray President Bush will 
not take unnecessary action against an already war-torn 
country. I pray that if our president does see the need to 
send in troops to fight, he does so for the right reasons. 

Most of all, I pray President Bush thinks about the 
innocent lives that will be lost just so that he may settle 
a vendetta that his father started more than 10 years ago 
but could not finish. 

Americans deserve 
right to private life 

)I. 

I've written editorials on the validity of the U.S . 
Constitution, attacked the foreign policy of our leaders 
and questioned the legality of our nation's public 
policies, but as an American, I have never said the 
leaders and policies that govern our country are totally 
wrong. I do, as a matter of fact, clearly defend some of 
the rights which are stated in the U.S Constitution. 
Some of these rights are spelled out, others are under
stood, such as the right t6 privacy. 

Every U.S. citizen has the right to a private life, one 
that if he so chooses, can be hidden from the public eye. 
Exceptions to this rule are celebrities and those in public 
service who willingly give up their right to a private life. 
For instance, if Jenna and Barbara, President Bush's 
twin daughters are caught in a wrongful act, like using a 
false I.D. to get into a club, it is publicized all over the 
media within hours of the incident. 

However, the lives of people not in the public eye 
often are invaded, and often their privacy is violated by 
the people they believe are closest to them, the ones · 
who know the juciest information about them. What am 
I talking about? Gossip. According to Webster'.s- New 
American Dictionary, gossip is defined as "idle talk or 
rumor about the private affairs of others." 

The human race thrives on gossip. Don't believe me? 
Heed my words the next time you are out on the street 
and can't help but ask the lastest news on John Doe. Is it 
any of your business? Is spreading the rumors worth 
destroying a friendship? 

Some people say don't do anything you would be 
afraid to get ca_ught doing because secrets do get told. To 
those I say, "Turn the mirror on yourself." How many of 
our ears perk up when we hear Jane Doe is sleeping 
with Joe, who is cheating on his wife who is actually his 
cousin. Sounds like a Jerry Springer episode right? Well, 
it could be. But is it our buisness? Is spreading rumors 
worth destroying a friendship~ 

Our closest friends and family know our private lives, 
and what we do can be used against us. It doesn't take 
much to betray another person. We are all guilty of 
selling each other out at one time or another. How many 
times have you heard your exact words come back to 
slap you in the face? How many of us are all too 
familiar with the question, "How did you know that?" 
When rumors become totally blown up so that no one 
can separate truth from fantasy, reputations are ruined. 

Through personal experience around the teen-age 
group, I have never seen a day go by that someone isn't 
talking dirt about someone else. Often I, or those close 
to me, are the targets of such attacks. If it were only a 
once i.n awhile occurrence, it wouldn't be a big deal, but 
when people make up outrageous lies and spread them 
to parents and friends, it becomes a big deal-an out
of-control monster. Some people ilon't fight back when 
they are degraded because they believe that if they try to 
fight back they will be seen as the bad guy. However, 
when they don't or can't fight back, those who started 
the rumors walk away with a victory. 

Too often young people are so wrapped up in digging 
dirt up on each other that they don't stop to think whom 
they actually are hurting. The right to privacy is not a 
concept they understand. We all have our little secrets, 
and we all have a right to keep them private. Tapping 
into the personal lives of others may seem like fun, but 
when the tables are turned, we realize how costly that 
bit of fun can be. 



Pet overpopulation 
severe U.S. problem 
By JENNIFER DEMETRI OS 
Staff Reporter 

When Trixy, a lovable cocker spaniel w·as found, she 
was mangy and covered with fleas. Just barely hanging 
on to life after being struck by a car, she was rushed to a 
local animal hospital. 

The United States has a severe pet overpopulation prob
lem. According to Kitsap Humane Society, a Web site on 
the Internet, each day scores of animals are discarded as 
if they were trash. 

Between 8 to 10 million dogs and cats enter shelters, 
and 4 to 5 million of these animals are euthanized each 
year nationwide because there are not enough homes for 
them, reports the Humane Society of the United States, 

· another site on the Internet. 
The solution tQ pet overpopulation ·is simple: Spay or 

neuter your pets. 
According to the American Veterinary Society, "spay" 

means the removal of the uterus and ovaries of a female 
anima!, and "neuter'' means the removal of a male animal's 
testicles. The procedures are performed on the animals 
under anesthesia and depending upon their age, size and 
health, the animals stay at the veterinarian's clinic a few . 
hours or days. 

Spaying or neutering pets carries a one-time cost that is 
relatively small when one weighs the benefits the proce
dures offer. The procedures not only benefit the animals 
but the owners and the community as well. 

According to the HSUS, spaying or neutering is good 
for pets because it helps the pet live a longer, healthier 
life. Spaying eliminates the possibility of uterine or ova
rian cancer and greatly reduces breast cancer. Neutering 
eliminates testicular cancer and reduces the chances of 
prostate cancer. 

·spaying or neutering animals benefits the owners in that 
pets will be more affectionate, less likely to spray or mark 
territory, less likely to bite and less likely to roam the 
neighborhood or run away. 

Spaying eliminates a heat cycle, a recurring period 
during which females are most sexually receptive. It lasts 
six to 12 days, often twice a year in dogs and an average 
of six to seven days, three or more times a year in cats. 

Communities also benefit from spaying and neutering 
by not having to spend millions of dollars to control un
wanted animals ( euthanizing them), or having animal shel
ters ove(b\lrdened with a surplus of animals . 
. One way animal rights activists have tried to spread the 
message of how important it is to have pets spayed or 
neutered is the U.S Postal Service's issuing "Neuter or· 
Spay" stamps in August 2002. One stamp displays a dog, 
the other a cat. Each was an actual animal shelter resident 
awaiting adoption. 

"Education is key to combating the pet populatio_!J. prob
lem," writes Stephanie Shain, director of HSUS Compan
ion Animals Outreach, on the HSUS Web site. "Unless 
people know the facts about pet ( over) population and ster
ilization, they are virtually helpless to do anything about 
the problem. With these stamps, the issue will be high
lighted like never before." 

Trixy received proper medical attention after she was 
hit by the car and is now with a loving family. Most strays 
aren't so lucky. Many are put to sleep. 

Astrid H. Lowery, lnterCOM adviser, adopted Sadie 
(left) and Homera to keep them from an animal shelter. 
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COM cosmetology students cleaned and styled donated wigs for the American Cancer Society as a project for 
their Artistry Hair course. Shown from left, (first row) are Gail Harden, Janet Stokes, Keli Chevalier, Jovita Tovar, 
Connie Munoz, Lorie Alcazar, Marci Kukuk, Lavinia Hendrix; (second row) Shakendra Lynch, Tiffany Croft, Sheree 
Terry, Elicia Martinez, Dawn Longcoy; and (third row) Virginia Moser, Pam Sybert, Jermetra Brown, Shaunda 
Ritell, Sheila Vaughn and Brandi Preston. ( Photo by Phil Johnson) 

Candles lighted for Hanukkah holiday 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

For more than 2000 years the holiday of Hanukkah 
has been observed and celebrated by those of the Jewish 
faith. This eight-day holiday began early this year, Nov. 
30. Hanukkah, with its many age-old traditions, recalls 
the story of when in ancient times a Jewish leader named 
Judah Maccabee and his army fought the king named 
Antiochus and his forces for the right to worship their 
one God instead of the many.gods of the Greek religion. 

When the fighting was over, the victorious Jews cleared 
away the statues _of the Greek gods from their temple 
and set about rededicating their place of worship. To do 
this they desired to light the ceremonial oil lamp, but 
found that they had only enough oil to last one day. Leg
end has it that they lighted that meager supply of oil, and 
by some miracle the flame lasted for eight days. 

This event is celebrated during the Hanukkah holiday 
in modem times by lighting candles representing the oil 
used in biblical times. 

The candleholder, called a menorah, -has places for eight 

candles, plus one extra place for a candle called a shames. 
The shames is used to light the other candles. This means 
that on the first night the shames is lighted and used to 
light one other candle. On the second night the shames is 
lighted plus two candles and so on until th; Fast night when 
all eight candles and the shames glow qrightly. The light
ing of the candles at sundown is the highlight of the 
evening because famil~es gather around, say a prayer and 
the head of the house tells the story of :fianukkah and then 
gifts are exchanged. 

Other traditions for this holiday include the eating of a 
special potato pancake, called a latke, which has been 
cooked in oil. Sometime during the holiday one may find 

. _ families singing songs relating to the holiday, and chil
dren playing with a small four-sided toy top called a 
dreidel. This top is spun by each of the children in tum, 
and where it lands tells the spinner if he puts in or takes 
out gold foil-wrapped chocolate coins (gelt) from the pot. 

Hanukkah is a wonderful family holiday, and since it 
generally falls in early December, it begins a holiday pe
riod for all, culminating with the Christmas holidays cel
ebrated the world over. 

7-day· Kwanzaa celebration gains popularity· 
By JUSTIN ~LEY 
Staff Reporter 

Kwanzaa, the African-American holiday which lasts 
from Dec. 26 to Jan. 1, is quickly becoming the United 
States' fastest growing holiday. Though it isn't consid
ered a religious holiday, Kwanzaa is a celebration of fam
ily, community and culture. 

Kwanzaa was one of the holidays featured in the Col
lege of the Mainland "Holidays Around the Wodd" 
Awareness Day Dec. 5 in the Administration Building 
lobby. A separate Kwanzaa Awareness Day was held Dec. 
10 in the Student Center. 

This special holiday was conceived in 1966 by Dr. 
Maulana Karenga, who was an African-American scholar 
and activist during the civil rights struggles of the 1960s. 

After the Watts riots in Los Angeles in 1965, Dr. 
Karenga searched for ways to bring African Americans 
together as a community. ile began researching ancient 
African traditions, particularly "first fruits" (harvest) cel
ebrations. Eventually he combined aspects of different 
celebrations, such as those of the Zulu, forming the basis 
of Kwanzaa. The word "kwanza" comes from the Swahili 
phrase "matunda ya kwanza," which means "first fruits." 

Some aspects of Kwanzaa include the gathering of 
people; special reverence for the Creator and creation, 
especially thanksgiving and commitment; commemora-

tion of the past; recommitment to the highest ethical and 
cultural values; · and a celebration of the good life, espe
cially family, community and culture. 

Dr. Karenga created Kwanzaa not only to reaffirm Af
rican Americans' roots inAfrican culture, but to strengthen 
the bonds among them as well. He also wanted to intro
duce and show the importance of the Nguzo Saba, which 
are the seven principles of Kwanzaa. • 

Kwanzaa's seven-day celebration pays homage t~ 
Kwanzaa's seven principles. The symbols a.re Mazao 
(crops), Mkeka (m~t). Kinara (candleholder), Mishumaa 
Saba _(seven candles), Muhindi (ears of com), Zawadi 
(gifts) and Kikombe Cha Umoja (unity cup). 

These symbols play a key role in the seven-day cel
ebration. The candleholder has seven candles, one black, 
three red and three green. The black candle is for black 
people, the red for their struggle and the green for the 
hope and future that comes through struggle. 

Lighting the candles starts the first day of Kwanzaa, 
with the black candle. The second day, the black candleis 
lighted again along with the first candle: a red one. Every 
day each candle previously lighted is lighted again along , 
with the next candle. The candles are lighted, alternating 
left and right, representing the people first, then the 
struggle and finally hope. 

The final event in the celebration falls on New Year's 
Eve when the Kwanzaa Karamu (feast) is held. 
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PTK ~ffers patches 
in trade for cigarettes 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Managing Editor 

If the cost of a pack of cigarettes is not enough to make 
a person want to quit smoking (most brand names are more 
than $3 a pack), the long list of health risks associated 
with smoking should be. But smoking can be one of the 
toughest habits to quit. 

In 1976, in an effort to encourage people to quit smok
ing, the American Cancer Society held the first annual 
·Great American Smokeout. 

Even thou~ this year's smokeout was Nov. 21, Phi 
Theta Kappa m~mbers were on hand in the College of the 
Mainland Student Center Nov. 19 to exchange the remain
der of a pack of cigarettes for a nicotine patch. PTK mem
bers also had a poster that all who had quit smoking could 
sign, together with mock dollar bills people could sign 
with their addresses to show support for raising the cost 
of a pack of cigarettes by $1. The additional tax dollar 
would go to the state of Texas to cover rising health care 
costs created by smoking-caused illnesses. 

According to the American Cancer Society, 24,158 Tex
ans die each year from tobacco use. Smoking-related ill
nesses cost the healthcare system more than $4.8 billion 
annually and more than 59,000 Texas children will start 
smoking each year. 

Although PTK had no takers fos the patches, they did 
have 18 people sign the dollar bills which will be sent to 
the American Cancer Society, according to Ashley 
Rosales, acting president of PTK. 

"We didn't actually give away any patches," Rosales 
said. "You would be surprised how many people around 
here (COM) don't smoke." 

In the 26 years since the first smokeout, smokers have 
had to observe many changes to continue their habits. 

Today many anti-smoking regulations, such as no smok
ing in buildings, restaurants and restrooms exist. Smok
ing also is banned on all commercial airplanes, trains, 
buses, workplaces and in all public buildings, such as the 
COM campus, which is state-owned property. 

On the COM campus smoking is banned not only in 
the buildings but also on the grounds. However, since a 
vehicle is considered private property, people may smok,e 
on campus if they are in their vehicles. 

The city of Houston also has made a recent change in 
Jhe no-smoking ordinance. The new ordinance now makes 
it illegal to smoke within 25 feet of an entrance or exit of 
a public building in Houston. 

PTK members Ashley Rosales (left) and Tracy Ayala 
offer nicotine patches to any person wllllng to give up 
a pack of cigarettes as part of the Great American 
Smokeout. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

• 

Runners take off for the 3- and 6-mile race, which began at 8:15 a.m. Nov. 23 In front of the Administration B~ilding 
and wound around the Ma Inland Center Hospital before returning to the parking lot. The annual COM Turkey Trot 
fun run/walk sponsored by SAB and Mainland Center Hospital began promptly at 8 a.m. with the children's 1/4-
mile and 1-mile races starting in the Administration Building parking lot. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Turkey trot gobbles up donations for charity 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Managing Editor 

The weather cooperated as the young and old made a 
showing Saturday, Nov. 23, at the 26th annual College of 
the Mainland Turkey Trot Fun Run/Walk. 

The annual fun run is sponsored by the Student Activi
ties Board and Mainland Center Hospital. Tb.is year's 
event included a 1/4-mile children's race, and a 1-mile, 
3-mile and 6-mile Jace. 

The morning's activities began promptly at 8 a.m. with 
the 1/4-mile race. This race was geared toward the younger 
children. The youngest participant in the race was Tytiona 
Thomas who at only 2 years old ran the entire 1/4-mile 
race by herself, with a relative close behind. 

The 1-, 3- and 6-mile races all began after the finish of 
the 1/4-mile race. The 1-mile race began at 8:15 a.m. and 
made a trek around Eckert Lake (the duck pond) and 
through the parking lot in front of the Admininstration 
Building. The remaining 3- and 6-mile races began to
gether at 8: 15 a.m. from different starting lines in the main 
parking lot. 

The longest of the races began in the Administration 
Building parking lot and went around Mainland Center 
Hospital, down Memorial Drive and around the back of 
the college and back to the parking lot where the race 

began. The running time for the longest of the races ranged 
from 37:40 minutes to more than an hour. 

As the runners came across the finish line, they were 
greeted with cold water, soft drinks and a wide variety of 
fruits, bagels and snacks, all provided by the SAB. 

Shortly after the end of the 6-mile race, all participants 
gathered in the COM Gym for the awards ceremony. 

In the 1/4-mile race, fust place plaques went to the fast-
. est girl and boy, and all children who participated received 
a certificate along with balloons and candy. Plaques also 
were awarded to the first and second place winners of the 
rema\lling races. More than 30 medals were awarded to . 
the winners of each age category for all the races. 

When all awards had been presented, the awarding of 
the door prizes began. The prizes this year included ev
erything from free Mall of the Mainland Cinemark 12 
movie passes, to free meals at a number of local restau
rants, such as CiCi's pizza, Rosario's Italian Restaurant, 
Golden Corral, Busy Bee Cafe and Denny's. But the best 
was saved for last, a brunch for two at the historic Galvez 
Hotel on Galveston Island. Chris Rushing, COM student 
records specialist, happily accepted the door prize. 

Maryann Urick, coordinator of COM Recreational Pro
grams and Student Activities, concluded the event by let
ting everyone know about the next COM-sponsored fun 
run which will take place in February. 

COM expands to north Galveston County 
By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland will soon expand further in
land as a building in north Galveston County is being 
turned into a new campus. 

COM president, Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes, saia the 
new building, loc~ted on FM 518 between League City 
and Friendswood, will help the college better serve the 
rapidly expanding population in northern areas of the 
county. · 

Dr. Hayes signed the lease agreement and COM toolc 
over the property Oct. 1. 

More than $450,000 in renovations has been budgeted 
for the complex, Dr. Hayes said. 

"It will be a nice building," he said, adding that con
tinuing education courses in work-place software and tech
nology will be offered at ilie facility. 

A cart carrying new laptop computers will be rolled 

into a classroom allowing students to take the computers 
back to their desks to work and study on. Dr. Hayes said 
when the need for desk )VOrk arises the laptops can be 
folded up, placed back on the cart and wheeled out of the 
room, freeing up elbow room for students. 

The laptops will have wireless Internet connection ca
pabilities, Dr. Hayes said. "We will also have Internet 
service because we will be using wireless technology." 
. The new campus will open new learning opportunities 
for businesses, and local businesses will be surveyed to 
determine what classes and programs are desired and 
needed in the real world. 

"We are excited, this will give us a chance to do some 
neat things," Dr. Hayes said. 

The college already offers night classes at the Clear 
Creek Ninth Grade Annex in League City, but Dr. Hayes 
said the new building will give education opportunities 
to people who work at night. However, Dr. Hayes said, 
"Some people need day classes as well." 



Celebrate new year 
at local hotels, bars 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Managing Editor 

Another year will soon pass into history, and the end of 
the year would not be complete without an overview of 
the upcoming New Year's Eve parties around Galveston 
and the Bay Area. 

To accommodate those who do not wish to drink and 
drive, many of the Galveston and Bay Area hotels will 
hold their own New Year's Eve parties. Some of the more 
prominent hotel parties are as follows: 

• The historical Tremont Hotel, 2300 Ship's Mechanic 
Row in the Strand District of Galveston, will host a buffet 
dinner and dance featuring the sounds of the Hamilton 
Loomis Orchestra. The festivities begin at 8 p.m. in the 
ballroom. The evening includes dinner, dancing, bever
ages, a midnight toast, hotel room and all gratuities and 
taxes for $379 per couple. For information call reserva
tions at (409) 763-0300. 

• The San Luis Resort, 53rd and Seawall in Galveston, 
will host a New Year's Ball complete with the. 22-piece 
Billie Ledbetter Orchestra. The evening's festivities will 
include a four-course dinner, cocktails, party favors, the 
champagne toast and hotel room for $399 to $419 per 
couple, depending on the location of the room. For more 
information contact reservations at (409) 744-1500. 

• The Nassau Bay Hilton, 3000 NASA Road 1 in the 
greater Clear Lake area, also will host a New Year's Eve 
bash including entertainment by the Shape Shifters Band. 
The evening includes dinner for two, two drink tickets, 
the midnight toast, party favors, continental breakfast, 
hotel room and most importantly the 3 p.m. late check
out. This package runs about $299 per couple. For more 
information contact reservations at (281) 333-9300. 

For those who want to chance the streets, or who are 
smart enough to have a designated driver, some of the 
Clear Lake area's hottest parties will be held at the fol
lowing: 

• Lance's Turtle Club and Floating Tavern, 2613 1/2 
NASA Road 1 in Seabrook. For those prone to sea sick
ness, this may not be the best choice for New Year's Eve. 
Since it is a floating dock, it does sway. The club will 
have a $15 per person cover charge, which will include 
the live music downstairs, karaoke upstairs, party favors 
and the midnight toast. For reservations call (281) 326-
7613. 

• The Liquid Lounge, 18307 Egret Bay Blvd., is one of 
the Clear Lake area's newest and hottest night clubs. The 
Liquid Lounge will have a midnight masquerade party 
with masks given out at the door. The $10 per person cover 
charge includes party favors, balloon drop (money filled), 
drink specials and a midnight champagne toast. For reser
vations contact (281) 335-5660. 

• Rock Neutney's Irish Pub at 18301 Egret Bay Blvd., 
#A, will be another hopping place to ring in the New Year. 
But be warned that Neutney's is more for the younger 
crowd. The $15 cover charge per person includes party 
favors, a midnight toast, a live band and door prize give
aways. For more information call (281) 333-1785. 

• For.the older at heart, The Hop, located at Highway 3 
and NASA Road 1 in Webster, will host an evening of 
dancing and food. A cover charge of $37 per person in
cludes a prime rib dinner, party favors, midnight toast and 
most importantly, a seat at a table. A local disc jockey 
will provide music. For reservations contact (281) 332-
6702. 

For those wishing to try the parties on Galveston Is
land, the historic Strand District is the place. 

• Yaga's Tropical Cafe at 2314 Strand offers a live band, 
drink specials, party favors and midnight toast for a cover 
fee of $5 per person. The festivities begin at 10 p.m. For 
more information call ( 409) 762-6676. 

• O'Malleys at 2022 Postoffice, a favorite hangout for 
many locals, will be hosting a midnight champagne toast. 
True to tradition, O'Malleys will have no cover charge, 
but will still offer the same great atmosphere with the same 
great people. For more information call (409) 763-1731. 
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The COM Singers directed by music Professor James Heffel are front row (from left) Shirley Lynch, Teresa 
Lapeyrouse, Jay Andrews, Jean Anderson and Rachel Roberts; back row (from left) Jenna Contena, Samantha 
Copeland, Wendy Murray, Ellen Dunsheath, Sandra Walker, Heather Dunsheath and Kelly Frame presented a 
Christmas concert Dec. 4 In the Fine Arts Building Recital Hall. The concert Included Christmas favorites, such 
as "O Come, 0 Come, Emmanuel" and "For Us A Child Is Born." (Photo by Daniel K. Lal) 

Heff el directs choirs at Christmas concert 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Assistant Editor 

Members of the College of the Mainland Vocal Arts 
department performed Sing We Now of Christmas, a holi
day concert of festive Christmas carols, in the Fine Arts 
Recital Hall, Dec. 4. 

Under the direction of COM music Professor James 
Heffel, the COM vocal artists performed songs includ
ing "O Come, 0 Come, Emmanuel," "O Come Rejoic
ing," "For Unto Us a Child Is Born," and gave a preview 
of the piece they most likely will sing for the graduation 
ceremony, "One World." Heffel told the audience, "It is 
a go-out-and-conquer piece." 

Heffel and Rachel Roberts, a COM vocal arts soloist, 
performed a duet of "O Holy Night," with Roberts solo
ing the verses and Heffel harmonizing the chorus. 

Roberts is a nominee for theAll-USAAcademic Team. 
She and Jay Andrews will perform as part of the Texas 
Music Education Association All-State Choir for Two 
Year Colleges in February. They, along with Jenna 
Contenta, participated in the All-State Choir last Febru
ary and are looking foreward to this year's event. 

"It is so much fun to be involved in such a wonderful 
festival chorus," Roberts said. 

Andrews, Kelly Frame, Wendy Murray, Ellen and 

Heather Dunsheath also performed solos at the concert. 
The concert was divided into two parts with a 15 minute 

intermission. Before the intermission Heffel commented 
on how smoothly the show was going. "It's already been 
an hour and it seems like we just got up here." 

Heffel also acknowledged Mary Jean Milford, the pi
ano accompanist, saying she is easy to work with. 

The COM Singers has 13 members and were joined by 
a guest percussionist. The second half of the concert was 
performed by the Studio Group, which consists of five 
members who performed jazzy and show tune selections. 
They were accompanied by a guest bass guitarist. 

The Studio Group sang a selection of Richard Rogers 
tunes with excerpts from musicals including Oklahoma, 
The King and I and The Sound of Music. They also sang 
"God Only Knows," and had the Studio Ladies (Heffel's 
nickname for the three women in the group), perform a 
trio from the movie, Oh Brother ... Where Art Thou. 

Guest soloist Shawn Johnson sang "The Gift." He is a 
COM graduate and a former vocal arts member, who sings 
at the Alvin Opry and other locations. 

The ensembles in vocal arts are open to any singers 
through credit or non-credit enrollment. 

If anyone is interested in participating in the vocal arts, 
contact Heffel at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, 
E,,t. 200. 

Wanted: Students to learn news reporting 
Are you an aspiring writer? Have you ever imagined writing for a newspaper? Do you want to see your name 

in print? 
If so, come be a part of the beginning journalism class offered at College of the Mainland. The class provides 

students with the opportunity to write for the school newspaper, InterCOM, and to become a part of the exciting 
task of putting together a newspaper. 

You do not have to be a journalism major or have any journalism experience to enroll in the beginning class. 
In COMM 2311.01, Index 2274, students learn all about news gathering and writing, as well as the funda

mentals of being successful journalists. Students also learn basic writing skills that will be helpful ~ all their 
classes and on the job. 

The class meets Mondays and Wednesdays from 12:30 to 3:20 p.m. in Room L-246 in the Leaming Re
sources Center. 

For students who already have journalism skills and experience, a higher level journalism class may be 
apprnpriate. To see if you qualify or if you want more information, call journalism professor and InterCOM 
adviser, Astrid H. Lowery, at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 314, or e-mail at 
<alowery@com.edu>. 
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COM 2002 "A year in review" 

The year is quickly ending and a new year is just over the horizon. Looking back through the past year, InterCOM 
revisited some of the activities held on campus in 2002. The COM Student Activities Board hosts several events on 
campusfor students, faculty and staff to participate in. Some of the events in the past year included the Welcome Back 
Kick-off, Halloween Face Painting and Karaoke contest and the annual Cinco de Mayo fiesta. Other campus events 
included a somber Veterans Day.rememberance and a free jazz concert sponsored by the COM music department. 

The Jazz combo holds a free concert outside the Fine Arts Building during College Hour 
for the Art Festival In April. Members of the Jazz band from left include Anthony Sapp, 
bass guitar; Allen Oliver, guitar; Kim Chavez, trumpet; Aaron Koerner, trumpet; Josh 
Hayles, piano; and Sparky Koerner, trumpet. Not pictured Shawn Clarke, drums. 

Speech Professor Roger Stallings struts 
around during the Cinco de Mayo fiesta 
May 2. Stalllngs was chosen out of five 
contestants, by the student body to be Phi 
Theta Kappa's Duck for a Day. 

Angie McClanahan 
proudly displays the 
photo house In the Fine 
Arts Building. The 
photo house was a Joint 
effort for the advanced 
photography students 
for the Student Art · 
Show in April. 

Stefanie Taylor walks 
away In defeat when the 
jury rules a verdict of 
guilty for her client, 
Clifford Brown in a mock 
trial for Professor Michele 
Betancourt's government 
classes. The classes 
staged two mock trials In 
tbe Learning Resources 
Center Auditorium April 20. 

Carol Casper, Robert 
Stager and Dee Knox, 
look at the Stager's 
Navy World War II 
pictures displayed In 
the llbrary for Veterans 
Day Nov.11. 
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Jim Higgins, director of 
Public Information, 
serenades students, 
faculty and staff at the 
Student Activities Board 
and COM Amigos' Cinco 
de Mayo fiesta. Higgins 
was one of several 
participants in the Grito 
(a loud yell) contest. 

The Kuumba House Dance Theatre performs at the Welcome Back Kickoff in the Student Center. 
The dancers teach and present the cultural experience of African arts. The dancers presented one 
of several events that took place at COM in honor of African Ar;nerican History Month. 

Tara Land, president 
of the COM Students 
for Christ club, has 
her face painted by 
Sarah Stafford for the 
SAB Halloween 
Karaoke party and 
face painting contest. 
The club won first 
prize in the contest. 

Taylor Roberts trots 
along in the 1/4-mile 
children's race for the 
COM Turkey Trot Fun 
Run,Walk Nov. 23 as 
she Is cheered on by 
onlookers waiting for 
the 3- and 6-mlle races 
to begin. 

Text and 
Layout by 
Kristy Roberts 
Daniel K. Lai 

Photos by 
Kristy Roberts 
Daniel K. Lai 
Michael Smith 
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Holiday Memories from around campus 

'----------·-

Mother protects hidden identity of Santa Claus 
When I was 7 years old, I was 

not sure what to think regarding 
the whole Santa thing. I was at 
the age where I was starting to 
lose my faith that there was a 
man coming down chimneys on 
Christmas Eve. That year 
my family, including my parents, 
my three brothers and I piled into 

the car for a Christmas Eve party at my Great Uncle 
Bob's house. We had a delightful time and came 
home just before midnight. Upon entering the house, 
we found an interesting surprise. Santa had come to our 
house early. I couldn't believe my eyes! There must be 
a Santa, or how would all these presents have gotten to 
our house? 

Everyone we knew who might have been in cahoots 
with my parents was at the party with us all night. 

That was a great Christmas. My brothers and I stayed 
up playing with our new treasures. The jolly old man had 
brought me not one, but two dolls that had all the 
features of real babies. When I got older and knew there 
was no man shimmying down chimneys, I wondered 
how my parents had pulled off such a stunt. 

About three years ago, I asked my mom about that 
Christmas miracle. She laughed and said simply, "I ran 
back insi<;le the house and put out all the presents. I had 
them out of sight and ready to set out." Well, I don't 
remember her going back inside, but she did a great job 
keeping a 7-year-old thinking about Santa. 

-by Rachel Roberts 
COM student 

Glowing boxers spotlight parents near Christmas tree 
The Christmas memory that 

stands out in my mind is a 
Christmas about 10 years ago 
when I was 9 years old. 

We always had the family 
over Christmas Eve so we all 
could have Christmas morning 
in our respective houses. 

We also would open one 
pre-sent each. The present I chose to open that Christ
mas Eve contained two pairs of boxer-shorts with 
which I was somewhat disappointed. 

Later that night, after everyone had gone home and 
it was time to go to bed, I went ahead and put a pair of 
the boxers on and turned out the lights. Much to my 
surprise they began glowing in the dark. Since this was 

a gift from my mother, I decided I would go and show 
her that they glowed in the dark "since she apparently had 
no idea that they did. Now is the time I guess I should 
say that I didn't really still believe in Santa Claus, but I 
wasn't exactly positive that he didn't exist since every
one was still trying to convince me that he did. 

When I went downstairs to show my mother the 
glowing boxer-shorts, I surprised my parents loading the 
rest of my presents under the Christmas tree. When my 
mother noticed that I was seeing all of this, she just 
looked at me and said, and I quote, "Busted." 

Well, this finalized my disbelief in Santa Claus, and 
ever since I've gotten a whole lot fewer presents on 
Christmas than I used to. 

-by Justin Kinley 
staff reporter 

Traveler finds city shut down for Christmas holidays 
One of the Christmas memories 

that sticks out in my mind is the 
time I was in Miami, Florida, 
finishing up some photography 
work and thinking that I had a 
few days to kill, so I decided to 
do something different. 

I had never been to Mexico and 
a travel agent sold me on the idea 

of flying to Mexico City for the few days around the 
Christmas holidays. Sounded good. 

When I got to Mexico City, I learned much to my 

dismay that the Spanish words, "todo cerado," translate 
to "all closed." That means there were no restaurants, no 
museums, no theaters, no taxis in fact the whole city was 
shut down. 

There I was in a foreign country, all alone, not being 
able to speak the language, and with no place to go. 
What a bummer. 

I couldn't wait to get on the big bird and fly home to 
the good old U.S. of A. Not much of a Christmas holiday 
that year. 

-by Murray Getz 
staff reporter 

Bah humbug, there's · 
no real Santa Claus 

What is with all the hubbub over Christmas? Christ
mas is a time of lies and deceit and corporate greed. 

First of all parents have to lie, yes, lie to their children 
and tell them Santa Claus is coming to town. He's not. 
Get real. Then like some kind of sick joke the kids are 
strung along for years until they finally get to the age 
where they are not sure whether there is a Santa. And 
then they spend time trying to find out if they've been 
duped all those years. Finally they find out! There is no 
Santa. Talk about feeling stupid. 

Like some old fat dude is going to fly around in a 
little sleigh filled with presents for every good little girl 
and boy in the world. And get this, the sleigh, no less, is 
pulled by eight ( or nine if you count Rudolph's glowing 
schnoz) magical reindeer. 

Sounds like animal cruelty to me. 
And speaking of cruelty, what about all those poor 

little elves? There has got to be some kind of labor law 
violation because it sounds like old Santa is running a 
sweat shop. I wonder if Santa's toy factory is really at 
the North Pole. Maybe he and Mrs. Claus are chillin' up 
there, but I bet the toy shop is in Cuba. 

And that is only if Santa were real ... which he ain't! 
That's right I said it. It's my editorial and Santa ain't 
real. So bah, humbug. 

Granted, it's nice to have a time of year when you can 
have traditions and get together with the family to enjoy 
being with each other and giving and receiving gifts, but 
I think it has been carried to an extreme. 

Maybe I'm just bitter because I'm broke and can't 
afford gifts for all the people I love, but I think Christ
mas is just a time for corporate leaders to stuff their 
pockets with the money of the hard-working people of 
the United States who have to work their fingers to the 
bone so their kids will be happy Christmas morning. 

I think it would show good Christmas spirit if the 
people were given real price reductions on gifts, so they 
wouldn't be totally broke after the holidays. Yeah, right! 
The people would have a better chance of seeing Elvis 
live and in Concert singing "Jingle Bell Rock." 

I'm just joking. I want to be a corporate leader and 
make myself filthy rich off Christmas, Valentine's Day, 
Easter and other holidays. 

Carla Boone, director of COM Partners in Alternative 
Certification for Teachers, sings "O Holy Night" at the 
"Holidays around the World" celebration Dec. 5 dur
ing College Hour. (Photo by Daniel K. Lai) 
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Cherished remembrances from Christmases past 
Santa devours festive cake 

Each year my parents would 
prep me for Santa's arrival. The 
deal was early bedtime or I would 
not get the toys I had requested. 
They had me so snowed that I 
would go to bed and cover my 
head and sweat until I fell asleep. I 
was so afraid Santa would find me 
awake. 

This particular Christmas my mother and I baked a 
three-tier coconut cake. You know, the kind that has 
fresh coconuts sprinkled on top of the cream icing, with 

. the fresh pecan half accents. 
After we finished baking the cake it was bedtime, 

roughly about 9 p.m. I remember doing my same cover
my-head routine. I woke up around 2 a.m. and peeked 
into the kitchen. I saw that almost half of the cake was 
gone. Scared to death that Santa was still in the house, I 
ran back to my room and covered up until about 6 
a.m. when I got up. 

I went straight to iny parent's room and asked what 
had happened to the cake. My mother told me Santa ate 
the cake when he stopped by to leave our toys. 

For years I really believed Santa ate that cake, until I 
was told who Santa really was-my father. May God 

. rest his soul for all the happy, happy memories he left 
my family to cherish. 

-by Kimberly Collins 
Humanities program assistant 

Feliz Navidad in Mexico 
Even though I was born in Port 

Arthur, my earliest memories of 
the December holidays are from 
my childhood ~ Mexico City, 
Mexico. The first holiday is on 
Dec. 12 when all Mexicans 
celebrate their patron saint, Vrrgen 
de Guadalupe. Every small town 
has a procession; the capital has 

massive pilgrimages with people from all over the world 
who come to the cathedral, built on the site where the 
virgin appeared to Juan Diego in the 16th century. 

The next festivities are called Las Posadas and last 
from Dec. 16 through 24. The nine nights of parties 
bring together neighbors who act out the pilgrimage of 
Mary and Joseph travelling to Bethlehem by going from 
door to door asking for shelter with songs similar to 
Christmas carols. Each night a different household 
invites them in; the piiiatas are broken and the merri
ment lasts well into the night. On Dec. 25 all the people 
go to midnight mass to have their baby dolls blessed so 
they can be placed in the nativity scene. 

· It was not until Jan. 5 that we would place our shoes, 
with hay for the camel, the elephant and the horse, 
outside our bedroom doors so the three kings would stop 
and leave us presents on Jan. 6. 

Santa ·c1aus did not reach Latin America until about 
25 years ago. 

-by Richard Capistani-Knape 
COM instructional assistant 

Plan foiled by creaky floor 
I have many holiday memories, 

but one of my favorites goes back 
• as far as I can remember. My 

brother Anthony and I used to 
always share a bedroom. Ever 
since we were old enough to 
think. we would scheme cunning 
ways to sneak out of our room on 

Christmas Eve to get an early look at the presents under 
the tree. 

Anthony and I would try everything, even sliding on 
pillows across the creaking wooden floor ( our formi
dable enemy). If that didn't work, Anthony had a spider 
walk technique which looked more like something out 
of Mission Impossible. He would put his feet on the 
bottom beams of the walls and brace himsetf and walk 
down the hallway without ever touching the ground. I 
never quite caught on and usually made too much noise. 
Needless to say almost always our best laid plans were 
foiled. But, of course, as I would lie in bed wondering 
how I screwed·it up, Anthony would be busy planning 
our next venture out of the bedroom. Sometimes we 
would make it, but most of the time our excursions to 
the Christmas tree were foiled by our parents. 

-by Daniel K. Lai 
assistant editor 

Christmas away from home 
I had a miserable Christmas in 

1997. I made the mistake of 
joining the U.S. Marine Corps 
right when the holiday season was 
kicking off in October. 

Aside. from freezing our sweet 
hippies off every day (El Niiio 
was drenching the southern 
California coastline at the time), 

our drill instructors found it amusing to play cheerful 
holiday music in the mess hall (cafeteria) while going 
around terrorizing the recruits. 

The scene was surreal, all of us recruits with our 
heads down toward our food trays and no one was 
talking. The only sound we recruits made was shoveling 
food into our mouths as fast as we could because we 
never knew when the drill instructors would see 
someone eyeballing them and tell the platoon to get up 
and get out. 

They would pace around us slowly. Every once in a 
while they would stop behind someone, who would be 
waiting to get his ear yelled in for no good reason. 

It was totally wild. It felt like we were prisoners or 
POWs. I remember the sky being bleak on Christmas 
Day as well. But the most tripped-out part of the whole 
dreary scene was the jolly, jingly Christmas carols 
serving as background music. 

We would be sitting there, feeling like pathetic 
worms, while Alvin and the Chipmunks were singing 
"Christmas, Christmas," like everything was cool. 

Christmas 1997 was weird. 
-by Michael Smith 

staff reporter 

Christmas comes early 
When I think back to past 

Christmases, one in particular 
always sticks out in my mind. 

It was a few days until 
Christmas and presents were 
already sitting in piles under the 
our tree decorated with strings of 
colored lights and ribbon anx-
iously awaiting the arrival of 

hands tearing into them. 
I was 4 years old and eyeing which gifts were mine 

under the tree. Apparently I couldn't wait until Christ
mas Day to open them, so I began to devise a plan on 
how to sneak them to my bedroom past the kitchen 
where my mother was preparing supper. 

One by one, each gift wrapped in colorful red paper 
made its way back to my room where I opened them 
and threw the '!\'rapping paper behind my bed. After I 
was done unwrapping and playing with the toys, I went 
~to the kitchen and proceeded to explain to my mother 

what gifts I had received. 
Basically I found a loophole in how to get presents 

early from my parents and still receive unwrapped 
presents from Santa Claus Christmas morning. 

Every year around this time my parents remind me of 
that long ago how I unwrapped my gifts that long ago 

. Christmas and to please not to do it this year. 
Even though I'm now 18, I'm sure my mother will tell 

me to wait untill Christmas morning to find out what 
presents I received. 

-by Jennifer Demetrios 
staff r 

. e~rter 
When Santa comes knocking 

I will always treasure one 
Christmas Eve in particular when 
I was growmg up. Mother cooked 
a wonderful Christmas Eve meal 
and when we were almost 
finished eating, we could hear -a 
loud kn&k on our front door. My 
parents told my younger brother 
Dana and me to go answer the 

door, and as we got closer to the door, we heard "Ho! 
Ho! Ho! Merry Christmas." 

There he was, Santa Claus, standing on our front 
porch. My IJ)other invited Santa Claus into our living 
room for a visit. He had my brother and me sit on his lap 
and asked us what we wanted for Christmas, and then 
looked up at our mother and asked if w~ had been good. 
She said "Oh, yes." He then reached into his beautiful 
red velvet sack and gave us each a huge red apple and a 
large candy cane. . 

We were so excited that Santa Claus had come to visit 
us. It was not until years later that I learned Santa Claus 
was one of my father's good friends whom my mother 
had hired. 

-by Denise Shead 
library technician 

CARE package fromAmerica 
I don't know if this memory hap

pened at Christmastime, but if it 
didn't, it should have. 

My mother and I were still liv-
. ~g in Germany when I was 7 or 8 

(we came to the States in19'52) 
when her brother and his wife im
migrated to the United States in 
early 1949 and began sending us 

CARE packages; 
I remember, along with a variety of canned and dry 

goods, receiving in one package a doll, whom I named 
Princess because she was so beautiful, furniture for my 
doll house in another package and other special gifts. 

In this particular package my uncle and aunt had en
closed one of those large Hershey chocolate bars, you 
know, the 16-ounce kind. · 

In a manner totally uncharacteristic for my mother, she 
immediately unwrapped the chocolate bar before even un
packin~ the rest of the things, broke off a piece for herself 
and one for me. 

The chocolate tasted heavenly, so she broke off another 
piece for each of us, then another and another until barely 
any chocolate was left. Then in an even more uncharac
teristic manner, she decided we should just eat it all up. 

This memory sticks in my mind because my mother 
usually was extremely strict and unbending. But this time 
she was spontaneous and generous. And that is what 
Christmas is all about: _spontaneity and generosity. 

Because my mother died in August 2001 after living 
with me for two years, this childhood memory, among 
others, is especially poignant. 

-by Astrid H. Lowery 
InterCOM adviser 
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COM Employees choir 
sings at celebration 
Continued from Page 1 ----------
oil for one day. Flynn also said that Hanukkah was not 
just a religious holiday but "a celebration of the triumph 
of good over evil." 

The festivities continued with Beverly Mitchell, COM 
Facilities Coordinator, who spoke about one of the newer 
celebrations of the African-American people, Kwanzaa. 
Alice Whistler, COM Human Resources assistant, and Ri
chard Capestani-Knape, COM instructional assistant ac
counting computer information systems, together with 
many other faculty and staff were on hand to give a brief 
overview of the holidays celebrated Hispanic-style. 

The event also featured COM Assistant Professor Karen 
Stewart who sang "O Come All Ye Faithful" a cappella. 
But one of the highlights was a solo performed by direc
tor of COM Partners in Alternative Certification for Teach
ers, Carla Boone. Boone's voice was so beautifully over
whelming, one wondered if she missed her calling. 

The final entertainment cf the hour was the COM Em
ployees Choir led by James Heffel, COM music profes
sor, in their renditions of "Angels We Have Heard on 
High," "Silent Night" and "Joy to the World." 

Although the entertainment was top notch, cookies, 
fruit, crackers and dip together with chicken wings and 
meathalls had people standing in long lines waiting to fill 
their plates. 

All-USA first team set to 
get $2,500 stipend each 
Continued from Page 1-----------

Second and third team members receive just the med
als. All three teams will be invited to a convention in Dallas 
in April and will be featured in the April 7 edition of USA 
Today. 

First team students will be pictured in USA Today with 
a brief biography of each. The names of the second and 
third team students will be listed. 

To be considered for the ALL-USA Academic Team, a 
student must have a cumulative GPAof3.25, be involved 
in community or school-related activities and must be 
graduating between Dec. 1, 2002, and Aug. 31, 2003. 

After being nominated students are required to fill out 
an application, write an essay and get recommendation 
letters from faculty. 

For more information about the All-USA Academic 
Team contact Richardson, PTK adviser, at ( 409) 938-1211 
or toll free at 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 329. 

Michael Smith contributed to this story 

Rachel Roberts {left) and Jia Le Blanc are COM's 2002 
All-USA Academic Team nominees. To be considered 
for this nomination a student must have a GPA of 3.25 
and be Involved with community or school related 
activities and must be graduating between Dec. 1, 
2002, and Aug. 31, 2003. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Richard Capestanl-Knape, Diane Faust (center) and Alice Whistler show off Hispanic traditional holiday 
decorations (on the table at left) in the lobby of the Administration Building during the "Holidays Around the 
World" celebration, Dec. 5. The event was sponsored by the COM Multi-Culture Team. 
. (Photo by Daniel K. Lai) 

Christmas celebrations around world 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Assistant Editor 

Some people dream of a "White Christmas," others say, 
"bah humbug," but however one feels, no one can deny 
that Christmas is quickly approaching. 

Newspaper ads and television commercials have already 
begun to entice us to spend our hard-earned money ( often 
more than we can afford) on big expensive toys and luxu
rious jewelry for our loved ones. 

While some people may be caught up in Christmas shop
ping sprees, others are taking time to be with friends and 
family to reflect on the past year's events, as well as to 
celebrate the true meaning of Christmas, the birth of Jesus. 

Big family dinners, presents, candy· and cai:ols are the 
.. norm to celebrate the holiday season not only in America, 

but across the world. As Santa prepares his sleigh with 
goodies for the children, people all over the world begin 
their yearly customs of celebration. 

In the United States preparation for Christmas is marked 
by the buying of gifts, decorating evergreen Christmas 
trees (real or fake) and singing holiday carols. On Christ
mas Eve children set out st~ckings in hopes Santa will 
fill them with candy and leave presents under the tree. As 
the story goes, good boys and girls receive candy and pre
sents from Santa, children who hav~ been naughty receive 
coal in their stockings. The children leave Santa a gift of 
cookies and milk and carrots for his reindeer. 

The tradition of Santa leaving gifts began when St. 
Nicholas of Myra would put gold coins in the shoes of 
children in Asia Minor on Christmas Eve. Roman Catho
lics and some Protestant churches, such as Lutherans, pre
pare for Christmas with Advent (the four Sundays of 
preparation for the birth of Christ before Christmas Day). 

In Vancouver, Canada, Carol ships (sailboats which play 
Christmas carols) are decorated with lights and play 
Christmas carols as they sail around. They are on display 
in different parts of the city for two weeks. Churches re
create with live performances the first Christmas and the 
journey to Bethlehem where Jesus was born. 

In Mexico, Chr.istmas festivities begin with "Las 
Posadas," ·nine consecutive days of candlelight proces
sions and parties starting on Dec. 16. 

In England, Christmas celebrations begin as early as 
October when most children write letters to Father Christ
mas. On Christmas Eve English children go to bed after . 
being read the traditional Christmas story, "The Night Be
fore Christmas" (many families do this in the United 
States also). Children leave Father Christmas a mince 
meat pie and milk in hopes he will leave them gifts under 
the Christmas tree. Christmas D,!y festivities include fam
ily gatherings, the opening of presents and watching 
Queen Elizabeth Il's Christmas Day proclamation. Christ
mas decorations.are taken down no later than two weeks 
afterward, any longer is considered bad luck. 

The tradition of the Christmas tree originated in Ger
many. German children believe that on Dec. 6 St. Nicho
las visits the homes in person or leaves candy, fruit and 
nuts in their shoes. Bad children are left switches so their 
parents ean beat them. On Christmas Eve the Christ child 
(Kristkindlein) leaves the children presents under the tree. 
Christmas Eve also is the time for festive family dinners. 

In Russia celebrations begin in November. Members 
pf the Russian Orthodox church stop eating products that 
come from an animals except seafood as they do during 
Lent (the 40 days before Easter). Christmas is extremely 
holy for Russian Orthodox Christians. Most Russians at-

See Diverse Page 11 

COM post holiday starting class dates announced 
College of the Mainland spring 2003 classes start Saturday, Jan. 11, for weekend classes and Monday, Jan. 13, 

for weekday classes. 
COM will be closed for the winter holidays Dec. 23-Jan. 5. The campus reopens and faculty and staff return 

Monday, Jan. 6. 
For more information on classes or registration contact the Admissions Office at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free at 

1 (888) 258-8859 Ext. 264. 



Thoughts, memories 
of homeland shared 
Continued from page 1 

gave each international student a gift from SAB. Tara 
Land, president of Students for Christ, spoke of the ac
tivities the club sponsors yearly and encouraged the stu
dents to join regardless of religious denomination. She 
presented each international student with a gift certifi
cate to Casa Ole. 

Jeanette Slaughter, OAAC sponsor, and Patricia Jack
son, director of Career Services, spoke briefly about their 
organizations and extended invitations to the students to 
use the programs COM offers. 

After the club representatives spoke, the international 
students shared thoughts and memories of their home
land and the reasons they decided to attend COM. Most 
of the students spoke of the transitions they went through 
coming to America, the differences such as the value of 
U.S. currency or job opportunities, experiences that 
Americans take for granted . 

. Diverse ideas, beliefs 
practiced on holiday 
Continued from Page 1n-----------

tend masses of celebration on Christmas Eve and Christ
mas Day. On Christmas Day gifts are given and children 
sing carols door to door. Christmas is celebrated for six 
days and the Christmas tree is taken down at the end of 
January. The Russian Orthodox Church celebrates Christ
mas a week later than western churches. 

In Italy children do not set out stockings for Santa Claus. 
They believe Jesus Christ comes to their house in person 
bearing gifts. Com~ milk and cookies are set out as a gift 
for Jesus and his donkey. A large dinner is served to the 
family on Christmas Day or Christmas Eve. Presents are 
given and children play games in addition to other fes
tivities. Italian houses are decorated with Christmas trees 
and a prespe ( manger scene), a miniature hut with statues 
of Mary, Joseph, Jesus, the three kings, shepherds, fisher
men and angels, as the first Christmas is described in the 
Bible. In the evening to conclude the festivities of Christ
mas Day, the older teen-agers enjoy small parties and set 
off firecrackers. 

Though the world is vastly diverse in ideas and beliefs, 
various countries do observe Dec. 24 or Dec. 25 in a com
mon celebration of the birth of Christ. 

Two-year-old Tytlona Thomas, the youngest athelete 
entered In the race, crosses the finish llne of the 1/4-
mlle children's race held at the annual Turkey Trot Fun 
Run/Walk Nov. 23 In the Administration Bulldlng park
Ing loL The event was co-sponsored by SAB and Main
land Center Hospital. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 
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Mara Cooper-Smith, retention coordinator for the Strategic Enrollment Mangement Team and, Tillie Henson, 
Library Circulation coordinator, discuss the Nostalgia Photography Exhibit that was on display Nov. 18 through 
Dec. 2 In the Learning Resources Library during International Education Week. The exhibit was a definition of 
Mexico as seen through the photographer's lens. (Photo by Michael Smith) 

Christmas tree set-up proves p~inful 
It was a few days before Christ

mas and my family and I had our 
house in tiptop shape in preparation 
for the arrival of Christmas guests. 
We had just steam cleaned the.car
pets and were ready to put up our 
beautiful, long-needled, 8-foot-tall 
Christmas tree. ' 

It was my job to get the tree into 
the stand and put on the lights so the kids could put on the 
ornaments. After countless attempts to get the tree straight 
in the stand, I was ready to quit and shorten it, but on my 
next attempt (still lying under the tree, tightening those 
unbelievably long tree stand screws), a miracle occurred: 
The tree was perfectly straight. 

Having accomplished my first task, I was ready for the 
second: stringing the lights. Shortly after placing the first 
strand, the weight of the tree magically shifted and down 
it came on top of me. My wife and children began laugh
ing, and I laughed along with them. I was still laughing 
the second and third times the tree fell. 

After the tree fell the third time, I came up with the 
brilliant idea to get the 20-pound weights from my bar
bell set in the attic and strategically place them on the 
legs of the tree stand. At this point my wife decided to 
run a few errands, but left our 6- and 9-year old daugh
ters to help me. 

Up in the attic I turned on the light and saw my weights 
about 15 feet in front of me. Since only a small portion of 
our attic had plywood floors, I had to step carefully from 
beam to beam. I took my first step, but with the second I 
lost my footing and suddenly the earth fell away. I had a 
brief sensation of freefall and remember hearing a crash 
as something hit the floor below. 

Then I felt severe pain in both my right and left sides 

and found it impossible to speak or take a normal bfeath. 
I had stepped between two beams and fallen halfway 

through the ceiling. My top half was in the _attic and my 
lower half was hanging in the hallway, clearly visible to 
my daughters, who were crying and yelling at me. My 
sides hurt so bad I couldn't speak. With enormous effort 
and excruciating pain, I finally pulled myself back into 
the attic and after a few minutes was able to tell my daugh
ters I would definitely live but was in a lot of pain. Slowly 
I climbed down the stairs, my sides feeling like they were 
on fire. I was sure I'd cracked at least several ribs. 

When I finally made it into the living room, my 6-year
old daughter was standing by the fallen Christmas tree 
staring at me with wide, frightened eyes (the 9-year old 
had gone to her room crying). 

The 6-year-old's first words were, "Boy, is Mom going 
to be mad." I had fallen through the ceiling of the front 
entry hall with sheet rock, dust and dirt everywhere, not 
to mention the body-sized hole in the ceiling. My daugh
ter knew we had spent a lot of time housecleaning, in
cluding steam-cleaning the living room carpet, which was 
now covered with the aftereffects of my fall. 

I coaxed my older daughter out of her room and, de
spite my pain, we cleaned as best we could until Mom 
walked through the door. She took one look at me (my 
face showed my pain), the living room and began to ask 
questions. 

My daughters and I pointed to hole in the ceiling . . When 
my wife saw it she exclaimed, "You didn't? You did?" 

. Immediately, we all be&an laughing. Even though laugh
ing made my sides hurt worse, I couldn't stop. 

So how badly injured was I? When my doctor finally 
stopped laughing and had reviewed my X-rays, he diag
nosed only several bruised ribs. A couple of weeks later I 
was as good as new. 

-Tracy C. Orr 
adjunct science instructor 

Do you need cash? If so dust the books off that you purchased at the beginning of the semester. College of 
the M.ainland is offering its semester book buy back Dec. 9-20. Pell grant distribution begins Jan. 6 and ends 
Jan. 29. 

For more information about the Book Buy Back, contact the COM Bookstore at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll 
free at 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 239. 
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What's Happening 

Veterans honored at Veterans Day celebration 

During COM's Veterans Day celebration held in 
the LAC Library Nov. 11, Director of Media Ser
vices Jerry Anderson presents a brief history of 
the federal holiday formerly known as Armistice 
Day. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

Eighty-four years ago, World War I, the war to 
end all wars, came to an end on the 11th hour of the 
11th day of the 11th month with the signing of an 
armistice agreement in a small railroad coach near 
Compiegne, France. 

To honor this event an American national holiday 
was established in 1919 by a presidential proclama
tion, a:nd it became a legal holiday called Armistice 
Day. With the ending of World War II, more veter
ans deserved consideration and veterans groups 
wanted to honor all those who served in our Ameri
can military. In view of this, in 1954 Congress passed 
a bill to change Armistice Day to Veterans Day to 
be celebrated on Nov. 11. 

This year the holiday was celebrated by the Col
lege of the Mainland. The event appropriately was 

held on Nov. 11. Many of the attendees were veter
ans who had served in our military in World War II, 
Korea, Vietnam, Desert Storm and wherever else our 
armed forces were deployed. · 

After a welcome by Strategic Management En
rollment Recruiter Jimmy Ramos, music Professor 
Sparky Koerner followed with a skillfully played, 
stirring trumpet rendition of our national anthem. 

Next came the Pledge of Allegiance led by nurs
ing Professor La Veta McGary. Institutional Advance
ment Director Mary Ann Amelang then introduced 
COM president, Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes, who 
welcomed the audience and spoke briefly about the 
meaning of Veterans Day. 

Director of Media Services Jerry Anderson gave 
a brief history of Veterans Day, Veterans Counselor 
Lori Boyd introduced honored speaker Cliff Burks, 
who told of his Navy wartime service aboard the 
USS Nevada. 

The next honored speaker was Theo Baudoin Jr., 
who spoke of the experiences and hardships he en
dured as a prisoner of war for 33 months during the 
Korean conflict. He spoke of the deprivations the 
POWs endured, the meager food r~tions, the one thin 
blanket for two POWs in the bitter cold, as well as 
others. His most touching story, however, was of a 
POW who painstakingly sewed an American flag on 
the inside of his shirt. 

When the flag was discovered the Korean guards 
beat him mercilessly, but once he was thrown back 
into the POWs' cell he began to sew another Ameri
can flag. 

Following his compelling story, COM Library 
Technician Holly Anderson was called upon to rec
ognize t~e military families among COM employ
ees. Then Boyd took the podium once more to re
mind the audience of the various important veterans 
benefits that are available to students. 

Bringing this Veterans Day salute to a stirring end 
was the powerful singing rendition of "God Bless 
America" by music Professor James Heffel. 

New play proves Plaid never goes out of style 
By Murray Getz 
Staff Reporter 

The lilting sounds of four-part harmony by four guys 
will fill the stage when College of the Mainland Arena 
Theater presents Forever Plaid Jan. 23 through Feb. 16. 

Directed by Mark Adams, director of the Arena The
atre, this outstanding musical comedy by Stuart Ross will 

. have you humming familiar tunes from the '50s and '60s 
as the audience follows the boys' singing career from the 

planning stage to their dream of a top billing gig. Although 
this path is interrupted by a tragic event, somehow they 
end up singing their hearts out, as they dreamed they would 
- in the national spotlight. 

You shouldn't miss this truly entertaining musical trip 
back in time, listening to the top hits of those days pre
sented in a most unusual theatrical performance. 

For more information on performance times, ticket or 
discount prices, contact the theater box office at ( 409) 938-
1211 or 1 (888) 252-8859, Ext. 345. 

Participants in COM's 26th annual Turkey Trot Fun Run/Walk take off for the 3- and 6-mile races at 8:15 a.m. Nov. 
23. Both races began In the Administration Building parking lot. The 6- mile race looped around Mainland Center 
Hospital, down Memorial Drive and back to the college parking lot where the race began. Maryann Urick, director 
of Recreation and Student Activities, stands to the right of the runners. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 
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_People Speak Out 
By InterCOM Editors a.ml Staff 

As the old year ends and the new one begins, 
it's time to make New Year's resolutions. T.tadi
tionally at the end of the _year people review the 
past even.ts and reflect on changes in their lives. 
Many people make resolutions to couect bad hab
its or set perso.nal goals to accomplish in the new 
year. 2002 has seen many developments in sci
ence, tecrut()Jogy, politics and foreign affairs. With 
all that has happened; lnterCOM asked: "What 
will your New :)'ear's resolutions be?" , ' · 

AtUtur NghieJDi Ti> - ·P•mdaNatem}ooa't• 
•·· ;pick.tb.~next'$Chooll ·have one yet..Jliaven•t 

WilLtransi'eft<h ·· ·• thonghttliat far ahead. 

Dallas Guil1o.,y! To _ · Rick Messer: To be a 
be~iedby_Prairie berter_pe~~n. 
ViewA&M. 

Pat Massey; To use 
my time wisely and be
come or_gan.ized. 

·Ian '}Valtert Tg never 
get too resolute .• 

Mich.ele Canton: If 
you · are secure with 
yourself, .you don'"t 
need to change. 

M$tt Jennings: Not to 
party so much. 
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Shuttle explosion 
claims crew of 7 
ByMICHAELNAVARRO 
Editor Emeritus 

The nation mourned the loss of seven more astronauts 
on Feb. 1 when the space shuttle Columbia disintegrated 
in the East Texas sky while carrying the seven-member 
STS-107 crew. 

On board the shuttle were 45-year-old shuttle com
mander Rick Husband, 41-year-old pilot Willy McCool, 
41-year-old flight engineer Kalpana Chawla, 43-year-old 
mission specialist MichaelAnderson, 41-year-old payload 
commander Laurel Clark, 46-year-old mission specialist 
David Brown and 48-year-old payload specialist Ilan 
Ramon, the first Israeli astronaut. 

Columbia, which was the first space shuttle, was on its 
28th mission and the 113th mission of the shuttle pro
gram. It weighed 178,000 pounds which was too heavy 
to reach the International Space Station. It was last r~fur
bished in 1999. 

The shuttle was traveling at a speed of more than 12,000 
mph, more than 18 times the speed of sound and at an 
altitude of more than 200,000 feet, when according to 
NASA's STS-107 status Web page, at 7:52:20 a.m., the 
"Left Main Gear Brake Line Temp D in the left wheel 
well showed an off-nominal temperature rise of two de
grees per minute." This was followed by two more off
nominal temperature rises in brake line Temp A and Temp 
C seconds later. Data loss occurred in several of the left 
hydraulic system elevons one second later. 

At 7:54 a.m. increased drag on the left side of the shuttle 
was indicated and flight control systems began to com
pensate. Then the main landing gear left outboard wheel 
temperature sensor went off-line along with the left up
per and lowe~ wing skin temp sensors. In the next. two 

COM Librarian Tillie Henson talks to children at Texas 
City's Kohfeldt Elementary School about Black His
tory Month on Feb. &.(Photo courtesy of Gina Castro) 

President George W. Bush speaks at the Columbia memorial service held Feb. 4 at the Johnson Space Center as 
NASA Director Sean O'Keefe bows his head. (Photo courtesy of NASA) 

minutes, the System 2 left hand AFT brake switch valve 
return temp began to increase 14 degrees per second. Then 
the main landing gear left hand outboard and inboard tire 
pressure 1 and 2 and wheel temperature went off-line. 

At 7:59 a.m. NASA Mission Control lost all data and 
voice contact with the shuttle and crew after an acknowl
edgment that the tire pressure sensor caused an onboard 
alert. NASA immediately declared an emergency. At noon, 
NASA declared the Columbia and its seven-member crew 

lost. The shuttle was only 16 minutes away from landing 
at the Kennedy Space Center at Cape Canaveral, Fla. 

Residents of Texas, Arkansas and Louisiana reported 
hearing a loud bang, feeling their houses shaking and see
ing flames in the sky at the time the Columbia exploded. 
The long streaks caused by the explosion could be seen 
miles away. Debris was strewn across Nacogdoches, Tyler 
and other East Texas cities as well as Louisiana. 

See Despite Page 11 

Black History Month celebrates progress 
By ADRIAN o•. SHERWOOD 
Staff Reporter 

February, officially known as Black History Month, is 
a time for Americans of all backgrounds to celebrate the 
accomplishments of African Americans. 

The period from approximately 1955 to 1968 is viewed 
as the modern phase of a general social mqvement, more 
commonly known as the civil rights movement. These 
years are an indelible part of Black History. 

In her book Civil Rights, The 1960s Freedom Struggle, 
Rhoda Blumberg captures a time in African-American his
tory that should never be forgotten. She recaptures the 
passion of the time when she quotes the following power
ful words Martin Luther King Jr. spoke in 1964: 

"Nonviolent direct action seeks to create ~uch a crisis 
and foster such a tension that a community which has con
stantly refused to negotiate is forced to confront the is
sue. It seeks to so dramatize the issue that it can no longer 
be ignored. Any law that uplifts human personality is just. 
Any law that degrades human personality is unjust." 

King's words reflect a tumultuous time in American his
tory. Thousands of blacks, most of them not well- known, 
became martyrs. 

Many whites supported the black movement as well. 

According to Blumberg, Viola Liuzzo was shot in the head 
because she was a white woman helping black marchers 
in Alabama. Violence or the threat of violence was the 
prima(y method used to preserve the status quo; that is, 
blacks were second-class citizens. This racist ideology 
and rationale was supported by state governments and • 
challenged by the federal government. 

Battle lines were drawn on various areas incluciing the 
right to vote, equal justice, quality education, integration, 
freedom from violence and segregation in public facili
ties and transportation. The 1954 s ·upreme Court ruling 
(Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kan.) declared 
segregation in public schools to be inherently unequal and 
mandated desegregation. This ruling was seen as a turn
ing point iri the civil rights movement. 

A single-mindedness gripped the black community and 
African Americans set forth to push civil rights to the cen
ter of American politics and put a stranglehold on the 
American psyche. 

The arrest of Rosa Parks in December 1955 sparked 
the Montgomery Bus Boycott that lasted a little more than 
a year. This boycott became a driving force behind a move
ment that proliferated into a national campaign which 
tapped info the emotions of young and old, black and 

See COM Page 11 



Page 2, February 2003, InterCOM 

Editorials/News 

. . 

Da01e Edna's hu01or insults Hispanics 

•·•····.Awrtl~••••••••••f•t ·•···•·· ··· $lierwtill 

The witty Dame Edna, a columnist for Vanity Fair, 
took a smack at Latinos in the magazine's February 
issue. 

Dame Edna is the pen name for Australian comedian 
Barry Humphries. Under the "Ask Dame Edna" heading 
a reader asks, "I would very much like to learn a foreign 
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language, preferably French or Italian, but every time I 
mention this, people tell me to learn Spanish instead." 
They say, "Everyone is going to be speaking Spanish in 
10 years. George W. Bush speaks Spanish." 

Edna's answer was, "Forget Spanish. There's nothing 
in that language worth reading except Don Quixote, and 
a quick listen to the CD, Man of La Mancha will take 
care of that." 

Humphries goes on to write, "As for everyone 
speaking it, what twaddle! Who speaks it you are really 
desperate to talk to? The help? Your leaf blower? Study 
F;ench or German, where there are at least a few books 
worth reading." 

The intent of the column was to elicit laughter from 
readers, laughter derived from comedy. Comedy is filled 
with light and humorous words that take a jab at every
thing and anything. 

So, what's the problem? The problem is words in print 
can't convey the nuances of spoken comedy. You can 't 
see the facial expressions,body language or manner in 
which the words are spoken. There's no crowd cheering 
the comedian on as you read. 

This man should have understood this while taking a 
swipe at an entire culture. Then he goes on to 
marginalize people of Spanish descent a:s well as the 
Spanish language and literature. 

Comedy can't be funny if there 's no fun in the 
comedy. Humphries should address Hispanic organiza
tions and encourage open dialogue. The written word is 
powerful, but a spoken apology would serve better. 

MLK's struggle for 
equality reality now 
By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

By the end of 1999 the United States looked nothing 
like it did at the beginning of 1901. In those almost 100 
years many great changes happened in technology, eco
nomics, politics and the thoughts, feelings, beliefs and 
values in American culture. 

Few people influenced American culture more in the 
last half of the 20th century than Martin Luther King Jr. 

On Jan. 20 people around the country took time off from 
work and school to remember the man who led the Afri
can-American community's struggle to bring an end to 
racial inequality and the inequity of civil rights, and to 
bring that struggle to the forefront of the American psyche. 

College of the Mainland serves as a fitting place to wit
ness firsthand the fruits of King's efforts, philosophy and 
ultimate sacrifice. 

African-American students said they spent the day cel
ebrating King's life and working hard toward making his 
dream a reality. 

Tammy Massey, 30, who is studying to become a spe
cial education teacher, said the educational opportunity 
she has is •due, in large part to King's hard work. "He 
struggled for us to have freedom." 

Tammy's sister, Rhonda Massey, said the entire Afri
can-American community owes King respect for his brave 
stance against racism and subjugation. 

"He was an important man to all African-American 
people," Rhonda Massey said. "He wanted what was right 
for us. He didn't let anybody run us over." 

Romulun Harris, 18, who wants to be an electrical en
gineer, said he spent the day taking advantage of the privi
leges King fought for. "I spent the day studying and get
ting ahead. If it were not for people like him I would not 
be able to do this." 

King studied at Boston College and Harvard Univer
sity in the 1950s and received his doctorate in systematic 
theology in 1955. 

King was· also awarded 20 honorary doctorate degrees 
over the years. 

Aside from serving as co-pastor with his father at 
Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, Ga., King also served 
as president of the Montgomery Improvement Associa
tion. Additionally, he was founder and president of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference and vice presi
dent of the National Sunday School Baptist Teaching 
Union Congress of the National Baptist Convention. 

Through the 1950s and 1960s· King was arrested 30 
times for his involvement in civil rights activities. 

In 1963 King was named "Man of the Year," by Time 
Magazine. In 1964, at the age of 35, he was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize. 

On April 4, 1968, King was shot while standing on the 
Lorraine Motel balcony in Memphis, Tenn. He was in 
Memphis to help lead sanitation workers in a protest 
against low wages and unsanitary working conditions. 

Despite King's ultimate sacrifice, Tammy Massey said 
many African Americans do not take advantage of the 
freedoms and liberties awarded to them through the civil 
rights movement, and many even spend their lives bring
ing others down. 

"We have the opportunity to go to school anct get a ca
reer and people don't take advantage of it," Tammy 
Massey said. "Anything is available to you. You just have 
to want it." 

April 14 last day to drop 
Students who are getting too far behind in class still 

have time to drop.The last day to drop a spring 16-week 
class with the grade of a "W" is April 14. For more infor
mation on "Vt/" day, contact the Admissions Office at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll free at 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 264. 



King off olk music 
elicits controversy 
By JES~ICA ROBERTSON 
Staff Reporter 

"The first casualty of war is truth. One of the ways to 
kill is censorship," the casually-dressed man told his cap
tive audience. At his side a woman vigorously nodded in 
agreement. The two had a message for the students and 
faculty of College of the Mainland, and the channel they 
used to convey this message was song. 

Folk musicians Charlie King and Karen Brandow held 
' a series of three free concerts on Monday, Feb. 2. The · 
second set of the concerts from 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m. fea
tured songs about war and peace. 

King and Brandow included a short question and an
swer session after the hour-long performance. 

While many audience members asked general questions 
about the opinions of the two concerning various politi
cal issues, one visibly disturbed man in the audience asked 
the performers if they liked anything about America. King 
responded that their later set about labor movements in 
the United States was more positive than this collection 
of songs about war. The man continued to argue with King, 
suggesting that the duo learn at least one positive song 
about war. King said that while he understood the man's 
point, he respectfully disagreed and felt that most speak
ers in a public forum only present one side of an issue. 

The debate escalated when the audience member called 
King and Brandow anti-American, which King refuted 
by naming the positive things in the songs they had just 
performed. Other people in the crowd showed their agree
ment with King, who quickly moved to another question. 

The cause of the man's anger was a collection of 13 
songs reflecting King and Brandow's liberal views on war. 

Audience members began arriving early although a few 
stragglers came· several songs into the show. A mixture 
of 75-100 students and professors filled the Leaming Re
sources Center Auditorium for the midday concert. 

King and Brandow performed a variety of original com
positions and cover songs, mostly about the high costs of 
war. The first song about President Bush's eagerness for 
a war in Iraq set the stage for other controversial songs. 

"We just thought· we'd jump into the controversy," 
Brandow said, lightening the mood in the audience. 

Subsequent songs dealt with the Sept. 11 attacks on the 
World Trade Center, censorship, the Vietnam War, rec
onciliation in Korea and the situation in Iraq. King and 
J3randow's music clearly conveyed a message of peace, 

Professor Brad Traylor Instructs Rocio Valladares on 
her logo project in his Vector Based Imaging class. 
Valladares' design was chosen by the Galveston 
County Federal Credit Union for their new RV mobile · 
branch. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 
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Karen Brandow and Charlie King have been performing together for three years. King, who has performed at 
COM for 20 years, gave a series of three free concerts with Brandow Feb. 2 in the Learning Resources Center 
Auditorium. They sang about war" and peace, labor and injustice. (Publicity Photo) 

hope and justice in wartime. 
Audience reaction was mixed throughout the concert. 

Although several audience members clapped enthusias
tically, a select few showed disapproval in their expres
sions. Brandow acknowledged that other viewpoints. 
might exist, and she twice invited the crowd to stay after 
the perfoqnance to discuss and. share opinions. 

The rest of the audience questions were mild compared 

to the first man's outburst. Brandow invited the audience 
to stay and discuss ideas about war and America. Many 
stayed to speak to King and Brandow, while others pur
chased CDs or songbooks from a table near the exit. 

More information about"l'the perform~rs, including bi
ographies, tour dates, music purchasing details and re
views, cah be found at King's Web site, <http:// 
www.charlieking.org>. 

Recruiting headhunters looking for you 
What do Mainland Medical Center, Time Warner Cable, 

Department of Human Services and Mary Kay Cosmet
ics have in common? They are just a handful from a long 
list of recruiters who regularly visit College of the Main
land possibly looking for you. 

Find out how to land the job you want, as well as dis
cover various summer job opportunities, Tuesday, Feb. 
25, 12:30 p.m. upstairs in the Student Center in Room 
SC-212. 

The clinic will help you to prepare yourself for the many 
recruiters who visit campus at various times throughout 
•he year. 

Arrive early enough and become one of the first 20 
people to receive a free lunch. The Resume and Job Search 
Clinic is co-sponsored by Career Services and the Stu
dent Activities Board. 

For more information contact Career Services at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 399 or 529. 

Credit u11:ion selects graphic artist's design 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Editor Emeritus 

The Galveston County Federal Credit Union chose a 
poster with a logo designed by College of the Mainland 
graphic arts student Rocio Valladares as the identity of 
its new RV mobile branch. Valladares' design is a psy
chedelic poster of an RV centered in a flower. "I was think
ing of Austin Powers when I created the design," she said. 

The idea for COM students to participate in an actual 
"real world" project came about when Coleena Jackson, 
professor in the graphic arts program, approached the 
credit union about possible work opportunities for the 
program and its students. 

Jackson spoke with Galco marketing director Michelle 
Oshinsky who told her of the project for their new mo
bile branch named the Galco Cruiser. The Galco Cruiser, 
a blue RV with facilities for ATM transactions and a meet
ing area for new members and loan approvals, will be 
driving throughout the community. Galco requested a psy
chedelic design to target Generation X. 

Jackson and graphic arts Professor Freda O'Connor de
cided that because the project included a logo that would 
be used at several different sizes, it needed to be a vector
based image. Vector-based images can be shrunk or in-

creased in size without losing quality because every point 
has a numerical value and does not pixelate, as opposed 
to a pixelated image, such as an Internet photograph. 

Naturally, they gave the task to Brad Traylor's Vector 
Based Imaging class. Upon the class' completion of sev
eral designs, O'Connor presented each of them to 
Oshinsky, who selected Valladares' . • 

Valladares will receive a professionally printed copy of 
her design for her portfolio. According to Jackson, this 
piece will be an important addition to Valladares' portfo
lio because a good portfolio is as equally important as a 
resume to a graphic designer looking for a job. 

The Galco Credit Union also contributed $250 to the 
Graphic Arts Club for the project. The club plans to use 
the money toward its May Open House, which showcases 
the work of the entire graphic arts program. 

The club will have to raise additional money to help 
pay the printing cost for advertisement, as well as the cost 
for decorations and displaying the projects. Club mem
bers are looking fqr sponsors to help offset these expenses. 

For information about the graphic arts program call 
(409) 938-1211 or toll free at 1 (888) 858-8859, Ext. 531. 

For information about the Open House or sponsoring 
the Open House, contact Jackson or O'Connor at Ext. 535 
and 254, respectively. 
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Unfairly executed men 
.subject of folk s·ongs 
By CARIA B. GARZA 
Staff Reporter 

Folk singers Charlie King and Karen Brandow have 
left their mark on College of the Mainland students and 
faculty once again. For the past 20 years, at the invitation 
of COM history Professor Larry Smith, King has been 
educating COM about the struggles our country has been 
going through. 

Brandow began performing with King three.years ago, 
and together the two seem to have a natural presence that 
draws audiences into the l>glms of their hands. 

King and Brandow gave three performances Feb. 3 at 
9:30 a.m., 11 a.m. and 7: 15 p.m. Their 9:30 a.m. projected 
setup was simple: four microphones and two guitars, with 
visuals of photographs from the early 20th century and 
drawings done in the mid-20th century. 

King's vintage, white guitar case was beside him dur
ing part of the performance. On it were two stickers that 
read, "Execution stops a beating heart" and "An injury to 
Juan is an injury to Al.'' The execution sticker refl~cted · 
the topic of the 9:30 a.m. performance, "Remembering 
Nicola Sacco and Bartolemeo Vanzetti." King and 
Brandow told the men's story in song and word. 

Like many immigrants that come to the United States, 
Sacco and Vanzetti, both from Italy, wanted a better fu
ture. Sacco moved to Boston in April 1908 when he was 
17 years old. Vanzetti moved to Plymouth in 1913. 

The two workers who had become friends were arrested 
in 1921. They thought that they were being arrested for 

.being radicals, having been war resisters, labor organiz
ers and anarchists in the United States, but the crime that 
they would later be executed for was robbery and mur
der. The two were blocks away from the crime-two 
guards killed and money stolen-when it took place. 

They were arrested under questionable circumstances 
and had no idea that the procedure was unlawful because 
they did not have a lawyer. 

In court they were locked in two steel cages as if they 
were "wild beasts," Brandow proclaimed. During the trial, 
the prosecutor spoke only of their radicalism with little 
men~ion of the crime that they were being tried for. After 
five hours of deliberation, the jury returned with. a first
degree murder conyiction. Under Massachusetts law, they 
were sent to the electric chair. 

In 1925 a Portuguese man confessed to taking part in 
the crime, claiming that Vanzetti and Sacco had nothing 
to do with it: He asked for a fair trial, but the Massachu
setts governor denied his request. Vanzetti's sister led dem
onstrations, letting the state know that the two men were 
being treated unfairly due to their ethnicity and radical 
beliefs. Her efforts were in vain. 

During Sacco's walk to his death, he said, "Long live 
anarchy ... .'' He was executed at 12:19 a.m. 

Vanzetti appeared to be calm. He shook hands with the 
guard and the man who would cue the other man to flip 
the switch for the electric chair. "I wish to tell you that I 
am innocent and did not commit this crime ... ," said 
Vanzetti before his death at 12:26 a.m. 

The two were in prison for seven years before their 
deaths on Aug. 23, 1928. This year marks the 75th anni-
versary of their execution. · 

King and Brandow began telling the men's story about 
two years ago. It struck a keen interest in King because 
he grew up where the crime took place and had never 
heard of it until 25 years ago. 

This year King and Brandow went to Plymoutµ and 
asked to present this story at their local library, but they 
were turned down. The library personnel said that they 
were only having patriotic themes this year. Although this 
story is not well-known in the United States, it is in Italy. 
There are statues and memorials for Vanzetti and Sacco 
in Italy, yet there is nothing in Plymouth. 

King and Brandow revealed many of the above-men
tioned details in a question and answer period. 

Showing off the new patient-monitoring system donated to COM's nursing program by ex-student Michael 
Peterson (on left) are (from left) students Lindsey Rider and Jeanette Stephens. Shown behind the monitor is Tim 
Berry, Aramark/ Service Master Clinical Equipment Services operational manager. To his left are students Nancy 
Campise and Erica Flowers. (Photo courtesy of Gina Castro) 

Nursing students re~eive patient-monitoring device 
College of the Mainland's Nursing Team recently re

ceived state-of-the-art electronic patient monitoring equip
ment for use in the nursing program's Critical Care Skills 
Lab, according to a press release from COM's Office of 
,Public Information. "The addition of this equipment will 
greatly benefit COM's nursing students," explained Dr. 
Gay Reeves, director of the associate degree nursing pro-

gram. Mike Peterson, a COM alumnus said, " I wanted to 
give something back to COM as an expression of my ap
preciation of COM's contribution to my education and 
success." Under the direction of a nursing instructor, the 
students are given clinicai opportunities to provide care 
to critically ill patients, which allows them to experience 
hands-on patient care in the critical care setting. 

St. Patrick's life, legends shrouded in mystery 
By JUSTIN KINLEY 
Staff Reporter 

Hopefully on March 17 you won't forget to wear some
thing green because, of course, March 17 is St. Patrick's 
Day and you might get pinched if you don't. Observing 
St. Patrick's Day is a tradition that the Irish have celebrated 
for more than 1,000 years in honor of St. Patrick, one of 
Christianity's most widely known figures, though much 
of his life is shrouded in mystery. 

Many of the stories traditionally associated with St. 
Patrick, like the famous <!Ccount of him banishing all of 
the snakes from Ireland, are not true. They are the prod
uct of hundreds of years of exaggerated storytelling. 

What is known about St. Patrick is that he was born in 
Britain to wealthy parents near the end of the fourth cen
tury, and is believed to have died on March 17, around 
A.D. 460. 

Although his father was a Christian deacon, it has been 
suggested that his father took on the role because of tax 
incentives, and there is no evidence that the family was a 
particularly religious one. 

At the age of 16, Patrick was taken prisoner by a group 
of Irish raiders who were attacking his family's est~te. 

These raiders transported him to Irel1md where he spent 
more th'an six years in captivity although there is some 
dispute over where in Ireland this captivity took place. I.t 
is known that he worked as a shepherd which kept him 
outdoors and away from people. Constantly lonely and 
afraid, he turned to his religion for solace, becoming a 
devout Christian. 

After more than six years as a prisoner, Patrick escaped. 
According to his writings, a voice he believed to be the 

voice of God spoke to him in a dream telling him it was 
time to leave Ireland. Patrick then walked nearly 200 miles 
to reach the Irish coast. After escaping to Britain, he re
ported experiencing a second revelation. This time it was 
an angel in a dream telling him to return to Ireland as a 
missionary. After this Patrick began religious training, 
studying for more than 15 years. 

After his ordination, Patrick was sent to Ireland with 
two_ n:iissions, one being to minister to Christians already 
living in Ireland, and the other to begin converting the 
Irish. 

Being familiar with the Irish language and culture, 
Patrick decided to incorporate traditional Irish rituals into 
his lessons of Christianity instead of attempting to eradi
cate native beliefs. He used bonfires to.celebrate Easter 
since the ·Irish were used to honoring their gods with fire. 
He also superimposed the sun, a powerful Irish symbol, 
·onto the Christian cross creating what is now called the 
Celtic cross. This made the veneration of the symbol seem 
more natural to the Irish. 
· On St. Patrick's Day, which falls duririg the Christian 
season of Lent, Irisli families traditionally attend church 
in tqe morning and celebrate in the afternoon. Lenten pro
hibitions against the consumption of meat are waived and 
people dance, drink and feast on the traditional meal of 
Irish bacon and cabbage. 

Today St. Patrick's Day is celebrated by people of all 
backgrounds in the United States, Canada and Australia. 
Even though North America is home to the largest pro
ductions, such as parades, St. Patrick's Day has been cel
ebrated in other countries far from Ireland, including Ja
pan, Singapore and Russia. In modem-day Ireland, St. 
Patrick's Day has traditionally been a religious holiday. 



Student Aidee Salinas, foreground, and Dr. Steven Sewell, Social and Behavioral Sciences Team, donate blood 
in the Student Center during the Feb. 4-5 blood drive as UTMB phlebotomists look on. COM switched to the 
University of Texas at Galveston Blood Bank due to better benefits for donors. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

UTMB Blood Drive -offers donor benefits 
By JUSTIN KINLEY 
Staff Reporter 

Statistically, every 1.3 seconds someone is being trans
fused a unit of blood. You never know when that some
one might be you or a loved one. This goes for everyone, 

. yet only 4 percent of the population donates. 
College of the Mainland and the University of Texas 

Medical Branch at Galveston Blood Bank held a blood 
drive on campus Feb. 4 and 5, offering a chance for CdM 
students, faculty and staff to donate. Of the 104 who vol
unteered to give blood, 61 were able to donate and 43 
were deferred. The reasons for being deferred are types 
of daily medication a person talces, having recently vis
ited another country, blood-transmitted diseases, low body 
weight, or a recent body piercing or tattoo, this being the 
most common reason. 

This blood drive was unique because the COM Student 
Activities Board chose to use the UTMB Blood Bank in
stead of the Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center, the blood 
bank COM had used for many years. The UTMB Blood 
Bank offers more benefits to those who donate. 

The UTMB Blood Bank offers the Blood Assurance Plan 

Coverage. This covers all donors and their tax dependents. 
If you do not have any tax dependents you may cover 
another family. Coverage is good for a year from the time 
of donation. This coverage also can be used at any hospi
tal throughout the region and any hospital out of state 
that is not supplied by the Red Cross. The Red Cross only 
accept credits from its own blood banks . 

As far as donor status goes, all donors will have their 
total number of donations transferred into the UTMB sys
tem. Therefore, if you have been a 5-gallon donor, you 
will remain a 5-gallon donor with UTMB. 

UTMB also offers replacement credits as well. If you 
find yourself in a situation where you need to donate blood 
for someone who has used blood but has no BAP cover
age, you just name that individual and which hospital he 
is in and coverage will be sent to him. The UTMB_ Blood 
Bank sends 50 percent more coverage to the donor for a 
replacement unit than any other blood bank in the region. 

If all of that is not enough, UTMB gives you a choles
terol reading on your donor card with your blood type. 

For questions concerning the blood drive or benefits 
offered to donors, contact Christi G. Hopkins at (409) 
772-6552 or by e-mail at <cghopkin@utmb.edu>. 

Seasoned music acts still drawing crowds 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Managing Editor 

Oldies never go out of style. This fact was supported 
with the recent release of Billboard Music's Top 10 Gross
ing Tours for 2002. Five of the Top 10 grossing tours were 
headlined by older musicians such as Elton John, Cher, 
Neil Diamond and Billy Joel. 

Talcing the No. 1 spot on the chart with $103.3 million 
was former Beatie Paul McCartney, whose short 58-show 
tour, "Driving U.S.," to promote his newest album Driv
ing Rain, grossed $126,165,542. 

McCartney's "Driving U.S:" tour is his first tour in the 
United States in the past 10 years and the first without his 
wife Linda, who died of cancer in 1998. The tour com
prised a mix of new ~ongs from th; Driving Rain album 
as well as older classic McCartney songs from the Wings 
and the Beatles days. 

Though the Beatles broke up in 1969, McCartney's un
paralleled success as a solo artist could be credited to the 
uncanny popularity of the Beatles in the '60s. 

With the death of George Harrison and the 1980 assai,
sination of John Lennon, McCartney and drummer Ringo 
Starr remain the sole survivors of the group whose musi
cal inspiration began a dramatic change in the history of 
rock 'n' roll. 

McCartney was scheduled to be among one of several 
guests to receive the prestigious achievement award at 
the annual Kennedy Center Honors for 2002. Due to per
sonal reasons, McCartney turned down the offer and Paul 
Simon from Simon and Garfunkel took his place. 

The "Driving U.S." concert DVD and 2-CD live set 
released after the tour both peaked at No. 1 in sales for 
their respective categories. 

Though McCartney has a huge dollar lead over other 
performers, several older musicians follow closely be
hind. Cher grossed $67,624,323; Billy Joel and Elton 
John's t9ur grossed $66,004,441; the Dave Matthews 

· Band pulled in $52,770,626; and Neil Diamond•s "Three 
Chord Opera" tour grossed $52,304,482. 

The Eagles, Rolling Stones, Aerosmith and Bruce 
Springstein also_ were on the Top 10 list. 
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InterCOM reflects on the Columbia tragedy 

Despite NASA tragedy, 
Bush vows continuation 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Managing Editor 

Editors Note: This is the first of a three-part series on the three NASA 
spacecraft disasters. Part I discusses the recent Columbia tragedy. Part 
II will address the Challenger explosion and Part Ill will revisit the 
Apollo 1 fire. 

Exploration is the driving force of mankind. Since the dawn of time, 
the human race has been driven by curiosity to see what lies beyond in 
the great unknown. 

All too often we are reminded of the cost of exploration when the 
lives of those who willingly take up the challenge of exploration are 
lost. The loss of life on any expedition is always a possibility, but man
kind continues to strive to conquer the unknown in an effort to satisfy 
our curiosity. 

Since its inception in 1958, the National Aeronautics and Space Ad
ministration has lost 17 astronauts, two shuttles and a capsule. Apollo 
1 was .lost in a fire on the launch pad during a pre-launch test in 1967, 
the Challenger exploded seconds into launch in 1986 and the shuttle 
Columbia exploded upon re-entry into the earth's atmosphere. 

On its return from a 16-day mission Feb. 1, Columbia with its crew 
of seven exploded over Texas 16 minutes before its scheduled landing 
at the Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Fla. The first Israeli 
astronaut, Ilan Ramon, was a crew member of Columbia, the oldest 
shuttle in the NASA fleet. 

The Columbia mission was NASA's most scientifically ambitious 
spaceflight in years and the shuttle's 28th mission since its inaugural 
launch in 1981. The majority of the 80 on-board experiments tested 
how to increase longevity of life on earth including studying the growth 
of prostate cancer in hopes of finding a cure. The program was known 
as FREESTAR, or Fast Reaction Experiments Enabling Science, Tech
nology, Applications and Research, because the experiments ranged 
from material to life sciences. 

Most of the data not transmitted by the shuttle's crew on the mission 
was lost when it broke up. The shuttle also carried experiments from 
children in Australia, China, Israel, Japan and the United States. 

With the loss of the shuttle Columbia and her crew, speculation has 
arisen whether the loss of life and money invested in the space pro
gram is worth continuing the program. 

While the world mourned the loss of the seven astronauts, President 
Bush voiced the thoughts and concerns of millions that day as he as
sured exploration and the space program would continue. 

"This has brought terrible news and great sadness to our country, but 
the cause in which they died will continue. Mankind is led into the 
darkness beyond our world by the inspiration of discovery and the long
ing to understand. Our journey into space will go on." 

A couple visits the memorial In front of Johnson 
Space Center Feb. 1, just hours after the shuttle 
exploded. (Photo by Jessica R~bertson) 

A day after the accident, the entire sign In front of 
JSC is engulfed with flowers, balloons, flags and 
notes In memoriam. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

The crew of Columbia STS-107 are (from left) David Brown, Rick Husband, Laurel Clark, Kalpana Chawla, Michael Anderson, WIiiiam 
McCool and Han Ramon, the first Israeli astronaut. (Photo courtesy of NASA) 

More that 100 people wishing to pay their respects gather In front of the Johnson 
Space Center on Sunday, Feb. 2. By nighttall several more people arrived. They 
along with many members of the media lined NASA Road 1 with their vehicles. 

(Photo by Michael Navarro) 
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Two visitors read the messages left along the fence at JSC. 
The entire fence surrounding Gate 1 has been covered with 
posters, signs and flags.(Photo by Michael Navarro) 

The Air Force honors the Columbia crew by flying 
the missing man formation during the memorial 
service held Feb. 4 at the Johnson Space Center. 

(Phpto courtesy of NASA) 

Members of a local church lead the crowd of mourners in a rendition of "Amazing Grace" ~n front of 
the makeshift memorial at Johnson Space Center Feb 2. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

Rosalind Hobgood (left) and Amanda Haag, both astronaut assistants, browse the wall of a hallway 
NASA workers have covered with messages to the Columbia crew in Building 4 South at the JSC. The 
building houses the offices of active astronauts. Hobgood was the Columbia crew's assistant and 
had been working with them for the past two years. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 
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Some art requires 
thinking outside box 
By PEARSON LUBRANO 
Staff Reporter 

It is often said, "Beauty is in the eye of the beholder." 
Nothing is closer to this truth than having viewed eight 
pieces of acrylic and oil collages on canvas that were on 
display in the College of the Mainland Art Gallery in the 
Fine Arts Building Jan. 13 through Feb. 19. 

Graphic arttst Kelli Scott Kelley gave a slideshow lec
ture to approximately 40 people Jan. 27 about her works 
overall as well as those on ~isplay in the gallery. 

Kelley, who holds a bachek>r's degree in printmaking 
and a master's in sculpture, says many of her works re
flect two major influences in her life. 

One of the influences has to do with the idea that man 
has a perverted love-hate relationship with all animals. 

The other has to do with the idea "there are always these 
_multiple levels of reality happening." She indirectly re
fers to how, while the earth revolves within the larger uni
verse, there are numerous .other universes existing here 
on earth. 

Author and essayist John Berger, writing in the March 
2002 Harper's Magazine, might have something in com
mon with Kelley on the subject of what defines "universe." 
He refers to "heaven" as being more worldly and like 
Kelley, encourages us ·to think outside the box. 

Graphic artist Kelli Scott Kelley admits some come to her with their own impressions of her work. The above 
piece "Father" did not remind Kelley of Nosferatu until others brought the idea to her. (Photo by Tara Land) 

"I imagine this heaven as invisible, unenterable but in
timately close," Berger writes. "There is nothing baroque 
about it ... To find it-if one had the grace-it would only 
be necessary to lift up something as small and as at hand 
as a pebble or a saltcellar (shaker) on the table." 

One of Kelley's paintings presented in the lecture 

showed a likeness of a human cadaver lying face up, chest 
split open revealing its various internal structures. Some 
of her other depictions of human anatomy, similarly 
splayed, might show tubes, ostensibly carrying blood from 
a splayed heart or other organ to a glass container. The 

See Artist Page 9 

CD pricing results in lawsuit against record companies 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Editor Emeritus 

Remember when a CD could be purchased for $10? 
Well, there is a reason why prices have increased, and as 
a result, 43 attorneys general of the United States have 
filed a class-action lawsuit, now pending, against five 
record companies and three retailers in the U.S. District 
Court of the District of Maine. 

The lawsuit titled, In re: Compact Disc Minimum Ad
vertised Price Antitrust Litigation, is based on allegations 
that five record companies: Capitol Records, Tune Warner, 
Universal Music & Video Distribution, Sony Music En
tertainment, BMG and their subsidiaries conspired with

0 

the retailers: Trans World, Musicland and Tower Records 
to raise the prices of prerecorded music (CDs, cassettes 
and vinyl albums) by implementing MinimumAdvertised 
Price policies. These policies they argue violate several 
state and federal laws as well as the Sherman Antitrust 
Act, state antitrust and unfair competition and/or consumer 
protection laws. 

B.B. King plays to a crowded Strand in Galveston at 
Mardi Gras 2002. This year's line-up promises to be 
equally exciting. (Phe>to by Michael Navarro) 

According to the <www.musiccdsettlement.com> Web 
site, the adoption of the Minimum Advertised Price poli
cies began when discount retailers such as Best Buy, Cir
cuit City and Wal-Mart entered music retail and sold CDs 
at cheaper prices. For example, Best Buy used to adver
tise the cost of every CD at $9.99 or less. As a result, 
these discount retailers increased their market share while 
the traditional music retailers lost their hold on the mar
ket. It was then that the music retailers allegedly pres
sured the record companies to adopt new MAP policies 
that required the retailers to receive consent from the 
record labels to sell music below the industry-set price. 
As a result, CD prices were standardized and eventually 
raised. The representatives of the lawsuits are seeking 
damages for the amount of inoney consumers spent as a 
result of the price increase. 

A proposed settlement shows the record companies and 
retailers paying a total of $67,375,000 in cash and non
cash consideration such as free CDs. 

Anyone wishing to file a claim in the lawsuit may do 
so by filling out the official on-line claim form at 

<WWW.musiccdsettlement.com>. A hard copy of the form 
can be obtained by calling the toll-free number 1 (877) 
34 7-4 782, or writing the claims administrator at P. 0. Box 
1650, Faribault, MN 55021-1650. The forms must be sent 
electronically, signed or postmarked by March 3. 

To be eligible to participate in the lawsuit, you must be 
a resident of the Uru,ted States, its possessions or territo
ries, who purchased prerecorded music between Jan. 1, 
1995 and Dec. 22, 2000. 

The awards for lawsuit participants will be distributed 
after the subtraction of all legal expenses. 

The amount of money awarded to each participant will 
be determined by the number of: participants and will not 
exceed $20. 

If the amount of money to be distributed totals $5 or 
less per person, it will be donated to non-profit organiza
tions that benefit music buyers. The non-cash awards also 
will be distributed to non-profit organizations. 

For more information about this lawsuit or to file a 
claim, visit the official Music CD Settlement Web site at 
<www.musiccdsettlement.com>. 

Mardi Gras brings food, fun, prizes, music 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Editor Emeritus 

The Student Activities Board will celebrate Mardi Gras 
2003 with two karaoke contest parties. 

The first party will be Thursday, Feb. 27, in the Leam
ing Resources Center breezeway during the 12:30-1:30 
p.m. College Hour. Free food will be available as well as 
prizes for contest participants. 

The second karaoke contest party will be held Mon
day, March 3, in the Student Center from 5 to 7 p.m. Free 
snacks and prizes also will be available to attendees dur
ing this ceiebration. 

Galveston will hold its annual Mardi Gras celebration 
from Feb. 21 to March 4. This year's theme is The 
Rainforests of the World. The celebration will feature 
more than 50 bands and nine parades. 

Live entertainment will run from 6 p.m. to midnight on 
Fridays, 8 a.m. to midnight Saturdays and 11 ·a.m. to 6 
p.m. Sundays. Saturday, Feb. 22, Texas City's own Se-

cretAgent 8 will perform on stage at 21st Street and Strand 
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Kool & the Gang will take the stage 
from 4:30 p.in. to 6 p.m. 

F.riday, Feb. 28, Austin band, Vallejo, and '90s two-hit 
wonders Spin Doctors play at 21st Street and Strand from 
8 to 9:30 p.m. and 10 to 11:30 p.m., respectively. That 
sam~ night, local band The Hunger plays. on stage at 
Saengerfest Park from 8:30 to 10 p.m. 

Saturday, March 1, two legendary acts will perform. 
Blues legend Buddy Guy plays on 21st Street and Strand 
from 4 to 5:30 p.m. and Three Dog Mght takes the stage 
at Saengerfest Park from 2:30 to 4 p.m. Saengerfest Park 
is located on the Strand. 

The night will be capped off with the Knights of Momus 
Grand Night Parade at 6:30 p.m. The parade, which will 
salute the rainforests of the world, will feature more than 
20 marching bands, the Philadelphia Mummers and sev
eral fli;,ats. 

Admission to Mardi Gras is $15 on Fridays, $20 on Sat-
urdays and ·$5 on Sundays. · 



Jazz fest celebrates 
Black History Month 
ByTARALAND 
Staff Reporter 

In honor of Black History month the College of the 
Mainland Multi-Culture Team presented an "All That Jazz 
and Soul Food Fest," Feb. 6 in the Student Center during 
College Hour, 12:30-1:30 p.m. 

Tillie Henson kicked off the fest by asking the crowd to 
join her while she sang the Negro national anthem, "Lift 
Every Voice." -

Following the anthem Kristin Myers gave the audience 
a short history of jazz. 

"The Multi-Culture Team's goal is to educate the stu
dents on the campus about different heritages," Myers said. 
She told the audience about the various musical influences 
that contributed to the development of jazz, such as min
strel music, the blues and ragtime. Sha.spoke of the im
portance of the Dixieland Jazz Band, which got the jazz 
world really moving by making recordings that were 
widely distributed. 

Arthur Nghiem, Student Government College Senate 
representative, then introduced the Pat Willfams Quartet, 
which consists of Patrick Williams on trumpet, Jerry 
Johnson on bass, Lester Grant on drums and Marsha 
Frazier on piano. 

"The Pat Williams Quartet has been performing in and 
out of the southeast Texas area for more then 20 years," 
Nghiem explained. The quartet provided jazz entertain-
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The Pat Williams Quartet sets the mood for the "All that Jazz and Soul Food Fest" on Feb. 6. The COM Multicultur~. 
Team organized the festivities in honor of Black History Month. The Student Center buzzed with the sound of 
jazz music as the crowd was treated to various soul food dishes. Williams has accompanied such artists as B.B. 
King and Stevie Wonder. (Photo by Tara Land) 

ment at the grand opening of the Moody Gardens Hotel 
and the opening of the aquarium in Moody Gardens in 
Galveston as well as many other places. Williams, who 
also plays the fluegelhom, has accompanied such artists 
as B.B. King, Stevie Wonder, Jackie Wilson, Jerry But
ler, Red Foxx, Sammy Davis Jr. and Nancy Wilson. Pres
ently he conducts the only jazz Mass at Holy Rosary 
Catholic Church in Galveston and is the music instructor 
at Oppe Elementary School in Galveston. 

After their introduction the quartet began to play a va-

riety of music. Johnson played the upright bass and the 
electric bass, Williams played the trumpet, tambourine 
and sang. They played "My Funky Valentine" in honor of 
Valentine's Day. 

After the performance Multi-Culture Team member 
Beverly Mitchell presented each of the four members of 
the group with a certificate of appreciation. 

A soul food feast followed the concert and featured 
greens, peas, rice, chicken, meatballs, fruit and apricot 
cobbler. 

Artist views borders as artificial, sometimes limiting 
Continued from Page 8 ----------
purpose is not readily apparent. 

Another painting titled "Her Objects" is an enigmatic 
image, seemingly out of context. A seated girl, holding 
what appears to be a toilet plunger, is juxtaposed against 
a "dog" apparently looking on while it's clutching the ceil
ing directly above her. Kelley said the dog could repre
sent the proverbial fly on the wall. But what the fly is 
watching is apparently open to interpretation. 

Interpretation is an important part of·art-both by the 
artist as well as the public. 

"Father," a painting that was on display, presents what 
seems to some a disturbing image reminiscent of the vam
pire creature from the silent black and white film, 
Nosferatu. However, some did not see the rodent-headed 
figure in the orange pajamas with white collar as that vam
pire character. That's OK with Kelley. The vampire crea-

Four dancers from the St. Thomas Episcopal School 
band perform for the crowd celebrating Scottish poet 
Robert Burn's birthday. The celebration was a first at 
COM. (Photo by Daniel K. Lal) 

ture wasn't her original thought either. She admits some 
people come to her with different impressions of her work 
than she might have originally intended. 

Berger writes that animals were the first subjects in 
painting. "The first painters were hunters whose lives, 
like everybody else's in the tribe, depended upon their 
close knowledge of animals. Yet the act of painting was 
not the same as the act of hunting." 

Kelley says: "All the different relationships we have to 
animals, from turning them into cute little caricatures, to 
tell(ing) stories to our children, (to) having pets that we 
love and adore, to causing their extinction, to eating them, 
to treating them cruelly (and) using them in scientific ex
periments, and that we're animals; ... all those things en
ter into it." 

About her views concerning "multiple levels of real
ity," she reminds us that international borders are nonex-

istent from space, in spite of the daily geopolitics; that 
many battles occur at various levels among many crea
tures on land, deep underground, at shore, deep in the 
sea-as well as incl~ding many universes inside our bod
ies. Borders can be viewed as artificial and sometimes 
limiting. 

Perhaps Berger or Kelley would like us to realize mod
em man has become far removed from the original, daily, 
hourly, aerobic, life-death struggle to feed himself. 

Perhaps we've evolved to such a point of dividing our 
labors with aid of technology that our intimate knowl
edge of livestock, has faded away and been replaced by a 
disconnect, a lack of appreciation-and a kind of 
cluelessness as well as a callousness. -

They would likely agree while "beauty is in the eye of 
the beholder" some things require more than simply, pas
sively appreciating-or ignoring. 

~agpipers, drummers, dancers honor Burns 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Managing Editor 

Students may have felt as if-they were visiting Scot
land Jan. 23 when pipers and drummers dressed in' full 
Scottish attire, all the way down to the kilts, filed into the 
Student Center cafeteria to perform. 

The cafeteria was packed with students, faculty, staff 
and visitors who were treated during College Hour to a 
free lunch and musical entertainment in honor. o(Scot
tish poet Robert Bums' birthday. 

The event was organized by the College of the Main
land Multi-Culture Team. 

After everyone received a boxed lunch, sponsored by 
COM's Student Activities Board, the entertainment be
gan. 

Faculty members La Veta McGary, Patrick Harris, Mark 
Adams and James Heffel each read a Bums poem of their 
choice to open the celebration. 

After a brief introduction by Michael Cusack, director 
of the St. Thomas Episcopal Bagpipers Band & Dancers 
from Houston, the surreal ~ound of bagpipes soon filled 
the cafeteria as th~ band and dancers marched into the 
cafeteria to the tune of a modem Scottish march. The band, 

• comprised of 22 pipers and 12 drummers, played the first 
of a long series of Scottish songs. 

After the first few numbers, several band members took 
turns to explain some of the songs and introduced the four 
female dancers who represented the 30-plus dancers who 
usually accompany the band. The most traditional Scot
tish dance they performed involved dancing around a set 
of four swords. The dance symbolized peace. 

Midway through the program, the band performed a 
medley of classic American songs in tribute to America. 
Some of the songs were "America the Beautiful," 
"Swaney River," "Oh, Susannah" and the Marine Corps 
march. To conclude the program the band performed 
"Auld Lang Syne," the famous Scottish song written by 
Bums and typically sung at midnight o~ New Year's Eve 
to celebrate the New Year. 

At the end of the program, Maryann Urick, sponsor of 
SAB, thanked the participants and awarded the band and 
faculty participants certificates of appreciation. 

The celebration on Robert Bums' birthday was a first
time event at COM. Bums was a well-known Scottish 
poet who wrote hundreds of poems and songs before his 
death in 1796. Many of his poems have become interna
tional favorites. 
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Campus Life 

The Red Team and Blue Team battle it out answering questions about sexuality and transmitted diseases and 
sexual orientation at the Student Activities Board-sponsored Sex Bowl on Feb. 4. Pictured are (from left) Abbey 
Amaro who was helping run the event, and members of the winning Blue Team, Rachel Roberts, president of 
SAB, Jenni Fisher, Jenni Strom and Chelrllyn Berther. (Photo by Tara Land) 

Film reveals spirituality of NFL athletes 
By JASON OLIVER 
Staff Reporter 

The Students for Christ Club held a Super Bowl Party 
on Jan. 23 in honor of the big game. The party also was a 

· gathering of Christian students reaching out with the Gos
pel. Tara Land, president of SFCC, along with speaker 
·Derek Griffin hosted the party which consisted of a 13-
minute video. 

Hot dogs, sodas and chips were offered to the students 
who attended the party. A blessing was said for the food, 
and then the video was shown. It focused on three profes
sional athletes in the NFL who are practicing Christians. 

Daryl Green of the Washington Redskins started a learn
ing center for disabled youths, including Bible study, sci
ence and computer labs. 

Dallas Cowboys' Darren Woodson practices a team-first 
attitude and believes in Christianity as guidelines for lif~. 

The last of these athletes is Aneas Williams of the St. 
Louis Rams, who was injured but recovered and returned 
to play through his faith in God. Williams spoke of char
acter, integrity and meaning as guidelines for life. 

Griffin, former president of SFCC, spoke after the video 
to approximately 20 students. He spoke about the fragile 
longevity of the club because qf "lost kids, with no time 
for Christ," and asked the question: "If you only had two 
minutes to live, what would you do?" The overwhelming 
response was simply to "pray." 

Griffin also stated that being saved and accepting a plan 
of salvation is vital. 

"If your team had the football and it was fourth and 
goal on the 5-yard line, would you rather have the Lord 

, or Satan on your team?" Griffin used numerous sports 
analogies and interacted with many of the students. He 
apologized on behalf of the club if anyone was offended 
by the religious nature of the program. 

The Super Bowl Party finished up with the handing out 
of door prizes including sports magazines, planners, foot
ball cards, daily devotionals and calendars. 

The SFCC meets every Tuesday and Thursday from 
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in the Gym, Room P-118.m. For ques
tions about the club call Tammy Stafford, club sponsor, 
at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 417. 

Interest growing in 
graphic arts classes 
By JENNIFER DEMETRIOS 
Staff Reporter 

The graphic arts program is growing rapidly at College 
of the Mainland because it has many qualities that stu
dents find attractive. Students are given the opportunity 
to study full-time or part-time toward the degree of their 
choice. The program also offers evening and weekend 
courses to perfect skills and build new ones. 

"In general, the reason I believe the gtaf)hic arts pro
gram has grown at COM is it encompasses four areas of 
employment: advertisement, Web design, video design and 
multimedia design, which makes this attractive to stu
dents," said Colec,na Jackson, professor in the graphic arts 
program. "It also makes them (the students) more valu
able (to an employer) once they· graduate and sets them 
<!Part from the rest because they have experience in four 
areas of specialty." 

The graphic arts program also offer~ a club for students 
who present an Open House for high school students to 
come see what the graphic arts program is all about. 

"Ms. O'Connor and I recruit local high school students, 
which is helpful in our classes' growth," Jackson said. 
"Also, last year at the Open House we had 300 high school 
students attend." 

Students have two courses of study to choose from: an 
associate of applied science degree in applied graphic and 
Web design or a certificate of applied graphic design. 

The degree is a two-year_ degree which prepares stu
dents for a career in graphic/Web design. 

The certificate is a one-year diploma that allows stu
dents to gain knowledge about a career in graphic arts. 
The courses in the certificate program can also apply to 
the associate's degree and is a TASP-exempt program. 
However, if students decide to continue studies for the 
associate's degree they will have to take the TASP. 

The beginning salary for a Web _designer, multimedia 
specialist, graphic artist, production artist, electronic i~
lustrator or marketing specialist is $28,000-$40,000 a year. 
Career progression is possible with further education. 

If you are interested in the graphic arts program or 
about the.degree plans, contact Jackson at ( 409) 938-1211 
or toll free at 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 535. 

Weather forces Welcome Kickoff indoors 

Annetta Haynes sings a crowd-stirring rendition of 
Aretha Franklin's "Natural Woman" at the SAB spon
sored Welcome Kickoff held Jan. 30 in the Student 
Center. Attendees enjoyed free food and prizes while 
listening to karaoke singers and music provided by 
DJ Darryl Santelle. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

By MICHAEL JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
sponsored the Welcome Kickoff and Club Day Jan. 30 in 
the Student Center durjng College Hour. The Kickoff, re
located to the Student Center because of bad weather, had 
a lower turnout than when it is held outdoors. 

SAB members served free hot dogs and drinks to stu
dents, faculty and staff. Representatives of each club set 
up their tables with pamphlets and goodies to promote 
their clubs for students participation. 

The Organization of African American Culture gave 
away free bumper stickers. Students for Christ gave away 
free bottles of bubbles and pens. The SAB gave away 
COM student discount cards and Cinemark calendars that 
contained coupons. They also polled students asking 
which movie they wanted to view this semester. 

Student Government held a food rating survey giving 
students the option to rate the college cafeteria. Music 
was provided by disc jockey Darryl Santelle who played 
a variety of pop and R&B which included Eminem 's hit 
song" Lose Yourself.\' The SAB also provided karaoke. 
Annetta Haynes sang "Natural Woman" and "I Can't Make 
You Love Me" by Aretha Franklin. 

Finally SAB gave out door prizes, such as Cinemark 
movie tickets and dinner and hairstyling coupons. 

For more information about SAB contact Maryann 
Urick, coordinator of Recreational Programs and Student 
Activities, at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 418. 



Runners raise funds 
in walk/run for heart 
By CARLA B. GARZA 
Staff Reporter 

The 22nd Annual Run/Walk for Heart took place Feb. 1 
at College of the Mainland. This event was co-sponsored 
by Mainland Medical Center and COM Recreational Pro
grams. Two hundred forty-eight people registered for the 
1/4-mile, 1-mile, 3-mile~and the 6-mile races. The young
est participant was 2 years old, the oldest was 80. 

The first event, the 1/4 mile walk, took place at 8:15 
a.m. This walk was just for fun for the children 9 years 
old and younger. Certificates were given to all 14 chil
dren and trophies also were awarded to the first place boy 
and girl in the group. 
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The 1-mile and 3-mile races were either walk or run, 
and.a first and second place award was given to the over
all fastest male and female in each of the events. 

A first place award also was given in each age division 
for the 1-mile walk/run and the 6-mile run. Two awards, 
for first and second place, were given in the 3-mile walk/ 
run for each age division. 

Fourteen children walked in the 1/4-mile race in the 22nd Annual Run/Walk for Heart held at COM Feb. 1. Caleb 
and Elizabeth Coggeshall (top left) won best boy and girl; the others received certificates. Third from left (top) 
are C. W. Abell, Alexis Massengale, Myranda McBride and Joan Mitchiner; (bottom from left) Dylan Massengale, 
Travis Jones, Tytiona Thomas, Meredith Mitchiner and Andrea Nolasco. Not pictured are Taylor Quede, Zachary 
Jones and Justin Kensen (Photo courtesy of John Glowczwski) 

An award was presented to the team with the most par
ticipants, which was Mainland Medical Center with 130 

people. The center also received the award for the indi
vidual group that raised the most money. The run raised 

$3,900 and Mainland Medial Center will add an additional 
$5,000 to send to the American Heart Association. 

Despite speculations, cause of shuttle explosion still mystery 
Continued from Page 1 -----------

Speculation about the cause of the accident began im
mediately after its report. In the wake of 9/11, newscast
ers discussed and dismissed the possibility of terrorism. 
A second theory by the media was that the piece of foam 
from the fuel tank which fell off and struck the left wing 
during launch caused the disaster. It was reported that the 
foam had possibly damaged the tiles allowing in exces
sive heat. Another theory was that the left landing gear 
had deployed early, allowing heat to enter the-whedwell. 

According to a Feb. 13 press release by the Columbia 
Accident lnyestigation Board, the thermal analysis indi-

cated that temperature increases in the left wheel well 
would have required the presence of hot plasma caused 
by reentry. How the plasma entered the wheel area is still 
under investigation. 

The release added that a missing tile would not have 
allowed in enough heat to cause the temperature increases 

'that Columbia experienced in the last minutes of flight. 
Additionally, the board stated that flight data did not in
dicate that the left landing gear had deployed early. 

A memorial service& was held-for the- astronauts-at the 
Johnson Space Center on Feb. 4. Attending were family 
members of the crew, thousands of NASA employees and 

Spring 2003 InterCOM staff 

The lnterCOM staff gathers for a picture. Members are (from left) Editor Emeritus Michael Navarro, Michael 
Smith, Murray Getz, Jason Oliver, Managing Editor Daniel K. Lai, Tara Land, Adrian Sherwood, Jessica 
Robertson and Michael Jenkins. Not pictured are Jennifer Demetrios, Carla B. Garza, Justin Kinley, Pearson 
Lubrano and Adviser Astrid H. Lowery. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

President George W. Bush. At the emotional ceremony, 
Bush promised the families their loved ones' deaths would 
not be in vain and that the space program would continue. 

The Columbia disaster occurred just four days after the 
Jan. 28 anniversary of the Challenger explosion in 1986 
that claimed the lives of seven astronauts, Gregory Jarvis, 
Christa McAuliffe, Ronald McN air, Ellison Onizuka, 
Judith Resnik, Dick Scobee and Michael Smith. 

The Columbia disaster also took place five days after 
the Jan. 27 .anniversary of the.Apollo 1 fire in 1967 that 
killed Roger Chaffee, Edward White and Gus Grissom, 
one of the original Mercury Seven. 

COM reflects on 
civil rights struggle 
Continued from Page 1 ----------
white. Organizations for and against the civil rights move
ment jockeyed for support from both the courts and un
committed individuals. 

The civil rights movement needed the charismatic Mar
tin Luther King Jr. to capture the minds of the American 
people, but it also needed the counties~ individuals who 
took beatings, jailings and other forms of abuse to cap
ture the hearts of Americans and the world. 

These individuals were attacked with waterhoses, po
lice dogs, tear gas, horses and by the police themselves. 
The television news flashed this hostility around the world 
and into the living rooms of millions. 

Fast-forward to 2003 and blacks grace the television 
screen and work at the highest levels of gov_emment. 
These feats would not be possible without the men, 
women and children who fought, bled and died in the 
'50s and '60s. ' · 

To honor Black History Month, College of the Main
land has had two displays in the library. The first show
cased Marfin Luther King Jr.; the second, which is still 
on display, features Afr~an art. 

An African-American Heritage Luncheon was held at 
COM featuring jazz music by. the Pat Williams Quartet 
on Feb. 6. Multi-Culture Team members gave presenta
tions at both Kohfeldt Elementary school in Texas City 
and La Marque Middle School. 

Both Galilee Baptist and Greater Harbours Chapel Bap
tist churches had African-American Heritage programs 
on Feb. 16. Multi-Culture team members Alex Pratt, 
Beverly Mitchell, Tillie Henson and James Shippy coor
dinated the presentations and speeches. 
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What's Happening 

COM Ambassadors (from left) Elzena Reyna, Unique Losh a~d Fiorella Pacheco are under the direction of Jimmy 
Ramos, Strategic Enrollment Management Team member. Their duties include campus tours, calling prospec
tive students and assisting in New Student Orientation. (Photo courtesy of Gina Castro) 

Film series to showcase influential movies 
By JASON OLIVER 
Staff Reporter 

Presentations of the "Great Film Series" are being spon
sored by the College of the Mainland Social and Behav
ioral Sciences Team. Dr. Steven Sewell and Rafael 
Naranjo, members of that team, and media specialist 
Walter Kessler, organized a collection of films that re
flect or have an influence on society. 

The first of the films, Lawrence of Arabia, was shown 
Feb. 7, to approximately 30 people in the Learning Re
source Center Auditorium. The film depicts the efforts 
during World War I of British officer T.E. Lawrence to 
help free the Arab people from Turkish rule. Information 
on Lawrence can be found in the COM Library. 

The next showing, directed by Stanley Kubrick, Paths 
of Glory, is set for March 7 at 7 p.m. in the LRC Audito
rium. This movie is an anti-war film set during World 

War I and can be compared to present-day conflicts in the 
Middle East. 

Future films to be shown on the first Friday of each 
month in the LRCAuditorium at 7 p.m. include: Bad Day 
at Black Rock, Dr. Strangelove, Casablanca and Forbid
den Planet. 

Currently being planned is a week-long foreign film 
festival. Dr. Sewell and Naranjo and Kessler of the Me
dia Services Team have brought their different back
grounds and resources together to reach out to the com
munity with educational entertainment. With each pre
sentation, an introduction of the film is given to address 
the community and personalize the film. After each pre
sentation, an evaluation form is available to suggest films 
that might have been overlooked. 

·' For more information call ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 117 for Sewell, Ext. 353 for Naranjo, 
or Ext. 449 for Kessler. 

Senate designates March Texas History Month 
By JESSICA ROBERTSON 
Staff Reporter 

Rep. John Davis of Harris County authored and filed a 
bill Dec. 16 for the 78th Legislative Session that will offi-

March 17 deadline for 
graduation applications 

Upcoming graduates who are interested in par
ticipating in the graduation ceremony have until 
March 17 to fill out an application. Applications 
need to be filled out in the Admissions Office lo
cated in the Administration Building. Office hours 
are Monday and Tuesday 8 a.m.-7 p.m. and Wednes
day through Friday 8 a.m.- 5 p.m. 

The ceremony will be held at the Moody Gar
dens Convention Center in Galveston. A speaker 
has not yet been selected. 

For more information call the Admissions Office 
at (409) 938-1211 or toll free at 1 (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 264. 

cially designate March as Texas Histo'ry Month. The bill 
states that Texans who helped shape the history of the 
state will be honored in appropriat~ celebrations and ac
tivities in public schools and other places throughout the 
month. The primary goal of this bill is to promote knowl
edge of and interest in Texas history. 

"For people who have lived here for generations or who 
moved here last week, Texan is a unique moniker and an 
honor that we voluntarily take upon ourselves," writes 
Charlie Yates, director of the Texian Legacy Association. 

Supporters of House Bill 294 hope to have the House 
and Senate versions of the bill passed in time for March 
to be the first designated Texas History Month. If the act 
does not receive the necessary votes to take immediate 
effect, it will pass Sept. 1. 

The establishment of the first "Republic of Texas" 
March 29, 1813, the Battle of the Alamo March 6, 1836, 
and the birthday of Sam Houston March 2 are just a few 
major events in the month. 

The legislative staff have analyzed the bill and assured 
the community that no cost to state government will be 
incurred once it has passed. This effort can be supported 
with calls, e-mails, or letters to state representatives en
couraging them to vote affirmatively. 

People Speak Out 
By InterCOM Editor and Staff 

On Jan. 27, 1967, Apollo I caught fire, and three 
astronauts were lost. 

On Jan. 18, 1986, the Challenger explosion 
claimed the lives of seven ntore astronauts. 

On Feb. 1, the Columbia exploded during reen
try, claiming the lives of seven more astronauts. 

In light of the recent Columbia shuttle explosion, 
IntexCOM asked: «Shoulu the United States con
tin~i space expl6~tion being welf aware of tht;. , 
CQStly loss in lives and money? Why or why not?" 

Ye$, b.ecapse tner~fs t 
l9tmor~ out th~r,e(g~x> 

·• Pl•re and m•teies~;tc\l 
td.bedone. · -·· 

Richard Ga:r<:ia: 
Yes,{.~ it's impor;c .. 
fant to ~e what's ouf 
· therer · 

rul Gearing: 'J,ltta .. y-1:..ewis: . , ·• 
~~§p}U~~b·· J:b.,;i.V~:Jh~ r think we fhou14n:t. 
lal\tplaceleft to.e~p!~f4:k -stop Next time there 
weshouldutilizewhat . ralght ;oft,e an.a¢¢i4 ,. 

adv~hce ' dent, ~ they can flh: .:· 
ish what they started • . ·•. 

Jennifer Trammell: 
.Yes( because the astro
~auts said,thatspace. ex
p U)f ation should cpn
tinue. 

. Elzena Reyna! 
I would say yes,.)\1-
thotigh, they losfllves, 
that is a risk of explora
tion. 

Emilio Vega: 
Their families would 
want them to CQnti.nueI 
so in memory of those" 
los~ we should continue 
space exploration. 

Am'ber Brown: 
Yes, AJnerjca is ljke a 
stronghold. We have to 
stay $trong. 
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Board votes to increase tuition 

Due to state funding cuts for 2003-2004, President 
" " Hay a ked fo and was granted an 

increase in tuition and in some fees by the COM Board 
of Trustees March 24. (Photo by Jessica Robertson) 

By CARLA B. GARZA 
Staff Reporter 

Rumor turned to reality when the College of the Main
land Board of Trustees voted to increase both tuition and 
some fees during their regularly scheduled meeting Mon
day, March 24. 

The tuition increase will be $5 per credit hour for in
district students and $15 per credit hour for out-of-district 
students. This means that in-district students taking a full 
load, 12 credit hours, will pay an additional $60. Out-of
district students, who take 12 credit hours will pay an ad
ditional $180. 

To maintain the high standards that COM has established, 
a tuition and a fee increase are necessary due to state fund
ing cuts for the 2003-2004 year. 
_ COM president, Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes, said in an 
interview about the tuition increase:"The basic reason for 
the need to raise tuition was due to the fact our resources 
from other sources were being reduced, and we wanted to 
make sure we could continue to offer our same services. 
The state is reducing the budget by 12 percent for next 
year and we anticipate some problems." 

Individual fees will increase for private music instruc-

tion, science classes, nursing classes and Internet classes . . 
Fees assessed to all students, such as bnilding use fees 
will not increase. Although students may be unhappy with 
the increase, COM tuition is still the lowest in the area. 

COM is not the only community college raising tu
ition and fees. Alvin Community College will have a $4 
increase per credit hour with lab fees included in the in
crease. Galveston College will have an $11 increase per 
credit hour and the San Jacinto college iystem will have 
an increase that will become effective Summer I. A price 
has not yet been set. El Paso Community College is rais
ing tuition $28 per credit hour. 

The University of Houston-Clear Lake also will raise 
tuition, but the dollar amount has not been released. 

In other business, Self-Study Director Kathye Bergin 
gave an overview of the visit by the Sauthern Associa
tion of College~ and Schools April 14-17. The purpose 
is to grant the college reaccreditatiotr. 

Also Board member Nick Stepchinski said additional 
handicapped parking spaces will be created to accom
modate van accessible/wheelchair-bound users, one in 

· each of the parking lots. 
In addition President Hayes announced the retirement 

See Board Page 6 

Nominees named for outstanding Teacher of Year 
ByTARAIAND 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland has many outstanding teach
ers who put compassion, enthusiasm and creativity into 
their class~s. 

In 1981, COM decided to give an Outstanding Teacher 
of the Year award. In 1982, biology Professor Emmeline 
Dodd began having students select the nominees. 

This year on Feb. 27, yellow boxes for ballots were 
placed in 15 locations around campus. Students 'submit
ted ballots to nominate the teacher who has influenced 

their education the most. Balloting ended March 7. 
Five teachers with the highest number of ballots were 

selected as the nominees: Ellen Johnson, Cosmetology 
Team; Alice Watford, Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Team; Freda O'Connor, Visual and Performing Arts Team; 
Paul Boyd, Visual and Performing Arts Team; and Dr. Nd 
Dikeocha, Science Team. Johnson, Watford and O'Connor 
were among the five finalists last year. 

Johnson stated, "As educators, our greatest reward is to 
have a positive impact on the lives of our students." 

Watford, who has been teaching at COM since 1990, 
said" It's a great honor paid to a teacher because it is from 

Saddam's complexity points to his past 
By JASON OLIVER 
Staff Reporter 

President George W. Bush issued an ultimatum to 
Saddam Hussein March 17 which stated, "Saddam 
Hussein and his sons must leave Iraq within 48 hours. 
The security Qf the world requires disarming Saddam 
Hussein now." 

Although Saddam is hailed as a great leader by many 
of the Iraqi people,. he is known as the "Butcher of 
Baghdad" because of the millions of people he has mas
sacred in his-rise to power. In an attempt to better under
stand the complexity of such an individual, a glimpse into 
Saddam's past might answer some of the many questions 
that surround the self-elected president of Iraq. 

Saddam was born in Al-Awja, a tiny village outside the 
larger town of Tikrit. His mother, Subha Hussein, at
tempted suicide while pregnant with the future dictator. 

On April 28, 1937, Saddam (meaning one who con-

fronts) was born. He spent the first four years of his life 
with his uncle, Khairallah Tulfah, a rabid nationalis.t who 
joined a Nazi revolt against British forces. The revolt was 
crushed, and Khairallah was jailed. Saddam was forced to 
return to a hateful mother who had recently married 
Ibrahim Hassan, "the liar." The new stepfather often abused 
and beat Saddam. Tired of the beatings, Saddam ran away 
at 10 to be with his recently released uncle, Khairallah. At 
this tender age, Saddam owned his own gun and had al
ready killed his first victim. Very involved in politics and 
extremely nationalistic, Saddam joined' the Baath Party 
when he turned 19. 

In 1958, King Faisel, the ruler of Iraq since 1920, was 
murdered and Baghdad was sent into chaos. Prime Minis
ter General Abdul-Karim Qassein assumed control. Soon 
Baath Party enforcer Saddam Hussein was chosen to as
sassinate the new leader in broad daylight. The assassina
tion, a failure, was highly dramatized for Iraqi television. 

See Saddam's Page 6 

my students." 
O'Connor, a graphic art;- professor, said," I am thrilled 

and delighted about being nominated." 
Boyd, a music professor at COM for seven years, said 

" I'm thrilled and honored." 
Dr. Dikeocha, who has been teaching at COM for the 

past two semesters, said it was "very cool" that his stu
dents npminated him. 

It only takes one nomination to get into the running, 
but the five teachers with the most nominations become 
the finalists. 

See Winning Page 7 

Saddam Hussein 
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Oaxaca trip offers summer getaway 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Editor Emeritus 

Want to spend the summer in an exotic destination? 
Want to enjoy a clear, blue beach while you're there? Do 
you want to get college credit for all that? The Social and 
Behavioral Sciences Team and Continuing Education are 
offering their third annual Summer Study Abroad Pro
gram in Oaxaca, Mexico. 

The program is hosted by Spanish language Professor 
Rafael Naranjo, a Oaxaca native, who first brought this 
program to COM three years ago. 

Participants will have the opportunity to study Span
ish at the University of Oaxaca Language Center along 
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with students from several other colleges, such as . 
Moorehouse in Atlanta and Hum bolt in California. 

The program runs four weeks from July 12 to Aug. 9. 
. Participants can choose from three study options. Option 
1 runs the full four weeks and costs $1,675. Option 2 runs 
July 12-July 26. Option 3 runs from July 26-Aug. 9. 

Option 2 and 3 each cost $1,375. Participants may reg
ister to receive credit for one Spanish class (Spanish 1411, 
1412,2311 or 2312) per two-week option. 

This year the number of participants will increase from 
18-20 students to 20-25 students. According to Naranjo, 
the program is open to credit and non-credit students as 
well as members of the community. They will be placed 
·in Mexican households where they will share experiences 
as an extended member of the family. 

Non-credit students who have participated in the pro- · 
gram have been diverse in age, race and gender as well as 
in their careers. NASA engineers, Exxon workers and ac
countants also have participated in the program. 

The purpose of the program is immersion. Naranjo be
lieves that a language can only be learned if the person is 
totally immersed in it. He also wants his students to see 
how Mexican students learn English. "I want my student 
to see a new reality," Naranjo said. "I want them to see 
the sights and smell the scents of Oaxaca." 

For those afraid of being stuck in a foreign country and 
·not knowing the language, Naranjo said not to worry. He 
said he will always be available to help break any lan
guage or cultural barriers. An evaluation before the trip 
will determine what classes students will take. 

Aside from attending the Language Center, students will 
keep a journal of their experiences detailing the sights and 
sounds of Oaxaca. Naranjo got the idea of having his stu
dents write a journal after reading the journal of Oliver 
Sacks, the author of Awakenings, who wrote of his expe
riences observing fems in Oaxaca. 

Aside from studying, participants of the program will 
enjoy the night life of Oaxaca. They will be able to go to 
the various dance clubs, see the abundance of li\'.e music 
and dine at a large collection of restaurants. 

Visits to the Puerto Escondido beach and Zapoteca Na
tive American archeological sites also are planned. 

Naranjo emphasized: "If you know anything, you 
qualify for the program. If you know nothing, you still 
qualify." · 

For more information about the study abroad program, 
or to obtain an application; contact Naranjo at ( 409) 938-
1211, or toll-free at 1 (888) 858-8859, Ext. 353. 

Growing concerns 
surrmind war in Iraq 

With all the hype about supporting the war in Iraq, not 
enough people have questioned why we are there. 

Too often when we question our leaders about a war, 
we are fed propaganda that this is a "just war" with a 
"just cause." The ideas of a just war and a just cause 
appear to be interwoven when actually they are two 
separate ideas. The direct result of not fully understand
ing what a just war or a just cause is leads to a poorly 
informed and misguided people. 

Many people who support the "shock and awe" 
campaign the Bush administration has launched on. Iraq, 
do so because they feel it is unpatriotic not to support 
our leaders and our commander-in-chief. Perhaps it is 
our responsibility to question whether this war will 
ultimately benefit the Iraqi people. · 

We are told Saddam Hussein is a bloodthirsty dictator. 
Television news shows do their best to show how evil 
and heartless he is. His crimes against humanity speak 
for themselves. But are we trying to stop ·him for his 
heinous crimes or for political and financial gain? 
Where does the truth lie? 

We must ask: "Where does the truth lie?" and not be 
afraid to find the answers. It is not about being patriotic 
or unpatriotic, nor is it about supporting war with Iraq. It 
is about our constitutional right to question--our right to 
question whether we're seeking the best possible 
solution for Iraq, for the world and for the United States. 

We do not live under a dictatorship, so we can 
questipn our leaders. We can speak out. 
. If Saddam Hussein is such a big threat to the United 

States, why didn't we take him out the first time we 
went to Iraq in 1991? Was Desert Storm just a military/ 
political flexing of our muscles, showing Iraq and the 
world the power of the United States? Then our govern
ment told us that Desert Storm was fought to get 
Saddam and his regime out of Kuwait. We did, but we 
also gained substantial oil profits in the Middle East. 

These facts compel us to question the reasons for 
attacking Iraq now and in 1991. What about Panama, 
Grenada or Nicaragua? What business did we have other 
than financial gain? Is that why we are in Iraq? 

Most importantly in this war with Iraq, why was the 
U.N. Security Council reluctant to join the United States 
in an attack on Iraq? Why have our allies not given the 
United States the military aid Bush has called for? Sure, 
Spain and other allies are sending medical supplies and 
doctors, but there is a great reluctance for most of our 
allies to send fighting troops to Iraq. Why is that? Why 
did President Bush and his advisers eractically have to 
bribe other nations with absolution of debt or co
ownership of foreign markets to join our fight? Perhaps 
the world sees what we are blind to, or perhaps the 
world is tired of the United States bullying other 
countries into giving us what '!'e want. 

As citi,zens, we do have a duty to support our troops in 
combat, bu~ at the same time we do not have to blindly 
·support our leaders. 

As Sen. Thomas Daschle, democratic minority leader, 
said, "It's a sad day when the president of the United 
States fails so miserably in diplomacy," so that warfare 
is the only way to solve a potential problem. 

Bush says he wants to end terrorism. As an American 
I'm worried that if we do not listen to nations protesting 
our warfare, we are in violation of human rights, and our 
actions will produce the exact opposite of what we want. 
It will not end terror_ism; it will proliferate it. 



Journalists' eyes, ears 
provide society's glue 

It has been said there are at least two sides to every 
story and "all's fair in love and war." And while 
necessity may be the mother of invention and "desperate 
people do desperate things," we seem blind to reality 

. and forget the wisdom in these and other sayings. 
If "the first casualty of war is truth," and "might does 

not make right," how in these times does a society such 
as ours provide its people with accurate, truthful, timely 
reporting of events at home as well as abroad? 

How do we balance safety and security with indepen
dence and fr~edom of thought and speech? Or with the 
freedom to travel and associate or conduct business? 
With great difficulty, or not at all some might say. 

While man has evolved with the aid of technology to 
seemingly real-time appreciation of events, it is the 
printed word that serves as mankind's foundation. 
Without the printed word modern societies could not 
exist. 

While "a chain is only as strong as its weakest link," 
and "the pen is mightier than the sword," "ignorance is. 
bliss"-and "those who are ignorant of history are · 
doomed to repeat it." 

We share in the responsibility to be informed citizens, 
yet a day is only 24 hours long. Enter the "reporter" or 
journalist. A reporter is someone_ who functions as the 
eyes and ears of the "reader" or of the public. 

Journalists are an important component in the 
gathering, dissemination and in some cases interpreta
tion of events that affect society. 

Indeed, just about every aspect of our lives--0ur 
educational institutions, libraries, bookstores, the 
Internet, Hollywood, NASA, the Pentagon and Capitol 
Hill, as well as our work and homelife-depend on the 
power of the printed word, the ability to translate 
thoughts into action, to transform old thoughts into new 
ideas and ultimately share them with others. 

Journalists, both print and electronic, serve as part of 
the "glue" that holds society together. 
. People who wish to serve as journalists (teachers, 

researchers, entertainers and elected leaders) should 
possess certain characteristics. It makes sense that these 
people who compose a publication that encompasses the 
"universe" on a daily or monthly basis, be equipped to 
both understand as well as explain the world to their 
fellow man. Reporters need to be able to make clear the 
events of our world to anyone who reads their work. 

Be<;ause of these considerations, people who aspire to 
be journalists should be able to work under deadlines. 
They should be able to accept and give constructive 
criticism, as well as be able to work and deal with all 
types of people, which necessitates maintaining an open 
mind, as well as a steadfastness and resolve. They 
should strive not to get their feelings hurt or leave others 
with the impression they are "easy marks" or pushovers. 

Wordsmiths not only deal with abstract thoughts, they 
translate such thoughts onto paper and into conversa
tion. Th~y also need to keep the middle road between 
self-assertion and humility. 

Those who aspire to be journalists may find ·that 
sometimes the most difficult challenge is not dealing 
with abstract thought but relating to others too abstractly 
and forgetting not everyone comes to the table equipped 
with the same set of experiences. 

A microphone, camera, podium and notepad are no 
license to impose one's views on others. And while we 
have to know when to "go with the flow," it's also 
important to keep in mind that it's not necessarily what 
we say that gets us into trouble, but sometimes how we 
say it. 
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Business Professor Selina Rahman (right), a native of Bangladesh, is flanked by guests from Indonesia and 
Bangladesh in their native costumes during the Taste and Tour of Asia Banquet held March 21 in the Student 
Center; food and music from various Asian countries higlighted the event. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Asian week explores diverse cultures 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Managing Editor and 
JESSICA ROBERTSON 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Multi-Culture Team held 
a week-long celebration to recognize Asian heritage and 
history from March 17-21. The event focused mainly on 
South Asia. Asian art, literature and artifacts were dis
played prominently in the library in honor of the event. 

Asian Heritage Week culminated in the Taste and Tour 
of Asia Banquet Program from 6:30-9 p.m. in the Stu
dent Center March 21. The program featured booths high
lighting different Asian countries, cultures and heritages. 
Represented countries were Bangladesh, China, India, In
donesia, Japan, Nepal and Vietnam. 

"Asia is very, very diverse," said business Professor 
Selina Rahman, master of ceremonies for the event. "The 
cultures are all very different. To depict Asia, you have 
to bring several countries to show the variety of it." 

After welcoming the visitors, she urged them to enter 
the buffet line where tables were laden with samplings 
of Asian food, ranging from various rice dishes, egg and 
spring rolls, mi goreng (fried noodles), nasi goreng (fried 
rice), vegetable medleys and desserts such as fortune 
cookies, rice pudding and Vietnamese sweet dishes. 

Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes, president of COM, provided 
opening remarks and also welcomecl the visitors who 
filled the Student Center. 

Several Asian-American cultural groups, including 
dancers from Nepal, Indonesia, India and Bangladesh pro-

vided entertainment. Each performance illustrated customs 
and costumes of Asian countries through the actual dances 
as well as the traditional clothing e( the dancers. 

Rahman, along with COM professors Michele 
Betancourt and Dr. Ali Ravan~i; as well as COM students 
Ryan Chapman and Mhi Pham, organized this event to 
spread awareness of the diversity of Asian countries. 

Pamphlets with additional information on all represented 
countries, a program of events and an evaluation form were 
given to those who attended. · 

A Japanese animated film and discussion of anime (Japa
nese animation) were also part of the week's festivities. 

Betancourt addressed a room filled with eager students 
and faculty who attended the free showing of Samurai X, 
a Japanese anime cartoon. The film was shown in the 
Leaming Resources Center, Room L-255, March 18. Free 
pizza was offered to those who attended. 

Betancourt discussed and explained the rapidly rising . 
popularity of Japanese anime in America. Anime is the 
Japanese form of animation which began in the 1960s when 
Japan began making television versions of Japanese com
ics. Unlike America's cartoons, Japanese anime uses 
deeper and more mature themes, including developed 
storylines and aspects of violence, sex, drama and com
edy. Since its creation, anime has achieved a cult follow
ing all over the world through the mainstream acceptance 
and awareness of such animated cartoons as Pokemon, 
Dragonball Z, Perfect Blue and Samurai X. 

A display that exemplified Asian culture was on view 
in the COM library throughout the week. Asian artwork, 
sculptures and jewelry highlighted the exhibit. 

Barbershop (aces adversity with touch of style 
BY JESSICA ROBERTSON 
Staff Reporter 

The room is alive with energy and excitement, as the 
employees debate among themselves and the customers. 
Members of the community feel at home in the small 
shop and readily discuss any issue.they find worthy. The 
conversation is controversial but never too heated. 

"You can talk about whoever and whatever, whenever 
you want in the barbershop," the senior barber explains. 

The film Barbershop, starring Ice Cube and Eve, is 
based on this very idea. Cube portrays shop owner Calvin, 
a struggling entrepreneur who wants nothing to do with 
maintaining his family's barbershop. Calvin dreams of 

•what he thinks are bigger and better things for himself, 
his wife and soon-to-be-born child. He sells the business 

on an impulse to a ·1oan shark, who plans to tum the bar
bershop into a gentlemen's club. Once he realizes what an 
important piece of history his barbershop is to the neigh
borhood, he goes to extremes to reclaim it. 

The ensemble cast of this movie brings humor as well 
as emotion to the occasionally uneven plot. Although a 
few too many subplots and extraneous characters crowd 
the screen, the message of hope against all odds in Bar
bershop is universal. 

The idea of finding someplace in the world to belong, 
even a barbershop, is likely to appeal to an audience re
gardless of race, age or gender. 

The Student Activities Board sponsored free screenings 
of the movie on March 27, 28 and 29. Barbershop, which 
is rated PG-13, is currently available for rental at most 
video stores. 



Page 4, March/April 2003, InterCOM 

News/Features 

Counselorleroy August (left) instructs Katy Valusek in the Transfer Center located on the second floor of the 
Student Center. The Transfer Center is equipped with valuable information to aid students seeking information 
on transferring credits and classes to other colleges in Texas and across the United States. · 

Transfer Center is gateway f0°i'lliUre 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Managing Editor 

Many College of the Mainland students are unaware 
of the services the college's Transfer Center offers. 
Whether students are transferring into COM from another 
community college or university or are planning to · 
transfer from COM to another college or university, the 
Transfer Center provides valuable information to help 
smooth the transition. 

Three counselors staff the center: Dr. Althea Choates, 
Michele Kettler and Leroy August. Carol Casper serves 
as coordinator of support advisement. 
• "All of our counselors are given the inform~tion needed 
to assist any student in transfer efforts," August said. 

"If students want to talk in depth about their majors, 
we encourage appointments, but walk-ins are always wel
come," he said. 

The Transfer Center office is located on the second floor 
of the Student Center and is operated in conjuction with 
the Counseling Center also located on the second floor. 

The Transfer Center is open 8 a.m.-7 p.m. Mondays 
and Tuesdays, and 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Wednesdays-Fridays. 

August explained the center provides valuable infor
mation for students transferring to another college or uni
versity in Texas. It is equipped with course equivalent 
verification sheets which allow students to identify 

courses to take at COM to meet their program's require
ments at a particular university. 

Other sources also are available to keep students on track 
for graduation or for tra'!sfers. University course equiva
lent lists and transfer advisement sheets are available to 
show students which courses will and will not transfer to 
certain universities. 

The center also works closely with other college and 
university advisement centers across Texas. 

The largest event the Transfer Center plans on campus 
· is an annual College Day which attracts many colleges 
and universities from across Texas. These institutions 
provide in-person information for prospective transfer stu
dents. High school students also are invited to attend the . 
event which is open to the public and is usually held in 
two sessions, a mid-afternoon and an evening session. 

August believes the biggest deterrent students have in 
seeking transfer advisement is the common belief that sev
eral COM courses do not transfer. 

"Students need to be aware that the core curriculum es
tablished by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating 
Board consists of 40 to 42 credit hours," August explained. 
"The credits from these core classeg_ have been guaranteed 
to be ·accepted at any university." 

Any student needing advisement in transferring to an
other college should contact August at ( 409) 938-1211 or 
toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 287. 

Odyssey of the Mind _still challenging students 
College of the Mainland will host the Odyssey of the 

Mind State Tournament Saturday, April 12. 
COM first opened its doors to this international creative 

problem-solving program in 1995. Since then, more than 
21,000 students, CClaches, sponsors and volunteers have 
been guests at COM. 

For the second year in a row, NASA is sponsoring one 
of the problems, "A Scene from Above." The team's 
problem is to design, build and run three small vehicles 
to transport items from an orbit area to an assembly station. 
In addition to this problem, students may compete in many 
different problem areas. 

The Odyssey of the Mind School Program fosters cre
ative thinking and problem-solving skills among partici
pating students from kindergarten through college. 

Students solve problems in a variety of areas, from 
building mechanical devices, such as spring-driven 
vehicles, · to giving their own interpretation of literary 
classics, or creating a balsa wood structure that can hold 
the weight of more than a thousand pounds. Students learn 
lifelong skills such as team work, evaluating ideas and 
making decisions, while developing self-confidence. · 

From its beginning at Glassboro State College, New 
Jersey, as the brainchild of Dr. Sam Kicklus, who experi
mented with creative-problem solving activities for his 
industrial design classes, the program has grown into an 
international organization. 

Anyone wanting to know more about Odyssey of the 
Mind or wishing to see the performances is a welcome 
guest on tournament day. 

. . 

Tragedy revisited 
in Challenger loss 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Managing Editor 

Editors note: This is the second part of the three-part 
series on the three NASA spacecraft disasters. Part I re
viewed the recent Columbia tragedy. Part II addresses 
the Challenger explosion and Part III will explore the 
Apollo 1 fire. 

The launch of the Challenger and her seven-passenger 
crew was unlike any previous NASA mission in that 
Christa McAuliffe, a member of the STS 51-L crew, was 
the first of what was scheduled to be several future 
American teachers to fly in space alongside astronauts. It 
was the 25th mission of the NASA program. 

On Jan. 28, 1986, teachers, students and citizens all over 
the world, as well as friends and family of the crew, 
watched eagerly as the pre-launch countdown started and 
the Challenger began to ascend. Awe quickly turned into 
fear and confusion when 72 seconds into launch, NASA 
lost contact with the crew and Challenger exploded over 
the Atlantic Ocean. 

Repeatedly, television stations broadcast the final min
utes of the Challenger's flight path as a wave of horror 
and grief engulfed the nation. 

"They slipped the surly bonds of space to touch the 
face of God," President Ronald Reagan said in his address 
to the nation following the disaster. Out of respect for the 
lives lost, the president postponed his State of the Union 
address scheduled for later that day. 

An extensive investigation by an investigative board 
into the cause of the explosion was initiated by President 
Reagan. It targeted the space program and immediately 
halted all plans to continue the program until NASA en
gineers could correct the problem. Neil Armstiong, the 
first astronaut to walk on the moon, was appointed by 
Reagan to be on the board. 

The investigation into the Challenger explosion con
cluded that while traveling at an altitude of 46,000 feet, 
the Challenger was enveloped in an explosive burn due 
to faulty rubber O-rings used to seal the joints on the 
shuttle's solid rocket booster and solid rocket motor to 
prevent exhaust gases from blowing through and out of 
the solid rocket booster. The shuttle orbiter, under severe 
dynamic pressure, broke into several large sections 

. emerging from the fireball. The official medical report 
submitted to NASA proposed that the crew cabin did not 
break apart during the explosion and some of the Chal
lenger crew members were alive until the orbiter hit the 
ocean at approximately 200 mph. · 

The investigation also revealed that Roger Boisjoly, an 
engineer for Morton Thiokol, the company that designed 
Challenger's solid rocket boosters, knew about the faulty 
O-rings weeks before the launch· and tried to warn Morton 
Thiokol and NASA. 

In a memo uncovered by the investigation, Boisjoly 
. wrote: "It is my honest and very real fear that if we do not 
take ~ediate action to dedicate a team to solve the prob
lem; then we stand in jeopardy of losing a flight." 

Boisjoly testified that his employer and NASA knew 
cold weather would erode the O-rings which would lead 
to misaligned joints on the solid rocket booster. 

Erosion of the O-rings had been noted by NASA on 
previous shuttle .missions, but because the rings had not 
failed, officials decided the erosion was an "acceptable" 
flight risk. It was not until after the investigative board 
released its findings to the public that Morton Thiokol 
and NASA were forced to redesign the solid rocket 
boosters for future missions. 

Since the loss of the Challenger and her crew, there had 
not been another tragedy in the space program until the 
loss of the shuttle Columbia and her crew on Feb. 1. 

The loss of the Challenger marked the second setback 
, of the NASA program following the ill-fated Apollo 1 
. fire Jan. 27, 1967 . 



Krause offers a 3-D 
outlook in art exhibit 
By PEARSON LUBRANO 
Staff Reporter 

Pennsylvania native, Texas transplant and unconven
tional artist George Krause, gave a glimpse into his world 
of photographic reinvention March 5 in the Fine Arts 
Building at College of the Mainland. 

Krause's considerable number of awards, exhibitions 
and collections were matched by the size of the audience 
(approximately 50) for his slideshow lecture, as well as 
the gallery reception that followed. The works on display 
until April 13 are but a small sample of Krause's work. 

One of the underpinnings of his work can be summed 
up from the cover of one of his pamphlets titled Qui 
Riposa-Alternative lives. "To tell one story is to guess, 
to assert an absolute, (is) to lie. To tell two stories is prop
erly humble; it reminds us there is an infinity of possibili
ties, all of them unknowable." 

Such is the case in the life of this writer, philosopher, 
recently retired University of Houston art professor-and 
iconoclastic thinker. To understand how he transforms 
conventional, two dimensional (flat) photographs of the 
human face into, as he describes, "spooky" 3-D image
sculptures, is just one side of his story. 

Referring to other photographers, Krause said, "Usu
ally they put the polaroid emulsion onto another flat piece 
of paper. They see polaroid emulsion transfers, but the 
amazing thing is I don't." He sees people put photo im
ages on glass, a fairly common practice. But Krause's 
wheels are always turning, he's always wanting to ex
periment. It just struck him that there was another way to 
try working with the emulsion, to put the resulting image 
onto a medium other than "another flat piece of paper." 
Hence his 3-D image sculptures. 

To meet Krause one comes to understand and appreci
ate the why. Whenever his mother was angry with him, he 
said, she would tell him that "(he) was just like (his) fa
ther-stubborn, always right ... and that (he) would leave 
home at 16-and be dead at the age of25." 

The bald, bespectacled, energetic 65-year:-old joked he 
did leave home at 16 and says he is stubborn. The audi-

Ann Burdette, a judge at the evening Mardi Gras 
Karaoke party, livened up the celebration with 
her rendition of "You're So Vain." A contest was 
also held during College Hour March, 27. 
Students competed for cash prizes in 
increments of $5, $10, and $15. 

(Photo by Tara Land) 
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Marie Johnson, an Alvin Community College instructor, explains a photograph taken by George Krause to her 
student Cynthia Slode-Parker after a lecture by Krause. The exhibit which runs through April 13 features Krause's 
use of highlighted portraits which make them seem as though the outer limits of the heads have disappeared. 

ence laughed. 
On his 26th birthday, telling his motl\er how relieved 

he was "to have outlived this Krause curse," he said she 
thought for a moment and said, "Actually, he was 27 when 
he died." The audience laughed again. 

Krause said he is half Russian Jew and half Pennsylva
nia Dutch Quaker. Krause took his odd mixture. of expe
riences and carried them over in his approach to the group 
of COM photography students whom he met in their class
room following the reception. Attached to the far wall of 
the classroom are more than 40 black and white photos 
taken by approximately nine photography students. 
Krause enthusiastically, with a down-to-earth, soft-spoken 
demeanor, engaged several students who initially were 
reluctant to offer criticism of any kind of their fellow class
mates' work in conversation about their photographs. 

"It's a service to your fellow students to tell them why 
a (piece) doesn't work as opposed to why (it) does," he 
assured everyone. "It's so painful to take criticism," but 

(Photo by Tara Land) 
he added that it's essential for growth. Aside from some 
of his own thought-provoking photos, such as "Black Ve
nus," "Fountain Head," or "Shadow," or the odd landscape 
photo covered model house or "spooky" 3-D photographic 
"sculptures," all on display in the gallery-Krause shared 
some bits of thought-provoking wisdom as well. 

Krause said that beginning art students should engage 
in, as well as enjoy the process of "copying" or "imitat
ing" famous works which inspire them. He.warned there 
are an overabundance of art/photography schools where 
students revert to imitation alone. He suggests imitation 
in moderation, and then gradual experimentation. Krause 
added that the art field demands experimentation and said 
he had his share of self-doubt, too. "The greater the artist, 
the greater the (selt) doubt." 

The light at the end of the tunnel came one day to him 
when, as he put it, "I woke up one morning and I under
stood what I did the night before .... I saw for the first 
time 'Krause' .... " 

Many Easter traditions rooted in pagan celebrations 
By JUSTIN KINLEY 
Staff Reporter 

For Christians, Easter is a time to celebrate the resur
rection of Jesus Christ. However, whenever Easter is men
tioned, most people also think of Easter eggs, chocolate 
rabbits and jelly beans. This is because many customs 
and legends surround the celebration of Easter. The 
original celebrations of Easter were pagan in origin and 
have no ties with Christianity whatsoever. 

The title of "Easter" is believed to have come from the 
Scandinavian "Ostra," and the Teutonic "Ostern" or 
"Eastre." Both were mythological goddesse!i signifying 
spring and fertility. These celebrations coincided with the 
vernal equinox, the time when the sun cros~es the plane 
of the earth's equator making night and day approximately 
the same length around the earth. 

Some traditions associated with the pagan festival still 
survive into the Christian Easter, such as-the Easter rabbit, 
which is a symbol of fertility and the colored eggs, which 
originally were painted with bright colors to represent 
the sunlight of spring. 

The Christian celebration of Easter actually embodies 
a number of outside religious traditions and influences. 
The Jewish festival of Passover, or Pesach, from which 
the title Pasch, hence the title Paschal Lamb sometimes 
used in reference to Christ, is derived is another Euro
pean name for Easter. 

Early Christians, many of whom were Jewish in origin, 
brought up in the Hebrew tradition, regarded Easter as a 
new feature of the Passover festival. 

In the churches of the East, such as the Greek Orthodox, 
Easter is still observed on the first Sunday following the 

full moon that occurs on or following the spring vernal 
equinox, which occurs on or around March 21. This has 
made Easter a moveable feast in the West and can occur 
as early as March 22, or as late as April 25. 

Easter, which this year is on April 20, falls at the end of 
the Lenten season, a 40-day period that begins on Ash 
Wednesday and ends with Easter. The Lenten.season is a 
season of penitence in preparation of the church's highest 
festival: Easter. Certain churches such as the Roman 
Catholic and the Lutheran abstain from eating meat on 
Fridays during the Lenten season. The last week of Lent 
is Holy Week which begins with the observance of Palm 
Sunday, followed by Holy Thursday (also called Maundy 
Thursday), then Good Friday and finally Easter. 

On Easter Sunday, Christians usually start the day by 
going to church, or having their Easter egg hunt before 
church. After church they gather with family and friends 
to feast and hide Easter eggs and baskets for children. The 
baskets usually include more Easter eggs, chocolate 
rabbits, and, of course, jelly b~ans. During Easter they are 
actually supposed to be called jelly "eggs." 

Many Christians have a tradition of buying new clothes 
for Easter Sunday to wear for church. Some cities had a 
custom of parading in new Easter clothes, New York City's 
parade on Fifth Avenue being the most famous. 

The Student Activities Board will hold a Night 
Student Appreciation Snack Night in the College 
of the Mainland Math/Science Building Tuesday, 
April 15, at 5:.30-7:30 p.m. Students who attend 
evening classes will be served snacks and drinks. 
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Bridget Mahoney, COM pharmacy technician program coordinator, pauses for a photo as she explains the suc
cess of the pharmacy program. The 2002 class had a 100 percent pass rate on the national exam. The success of 
the program has been growing since It began in fall 2001. Mahoney expects the pharmacy technician program io 
continue rapid progress in years to come. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

Pharmacy technician program success story 
By MICHAEL JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland began a pharmacy technician 
program in fall 2001. The goal is to prepare students to 
work in hospital, retail and home care pharmacy settings. 

Students who enter COM's 10 1/2 month pharmacy 
program receive a certifica_te upon completion. At the 
moment credits earned in the program are transferable as 
electives to a four-year college or university. However, in 
the future students will be able to transfer the credits re
ceived at COM and at other junior colleges, said Bridget 
Mahoney, COM Pharmacy technician coordinator. 

On Jan. 1, 2000, the Texas State Board of Pharmacy 
passed a law stating that all pharmacy technicians in Texas 
will have to the pass the pharmacy Technician Certifica~· 
tion Test in order to work in a pharmacy departments, 
Mahoney said. 

Pharmacy technician programs across the nation are 
working on accreditation, Mahoney said. Right now the 
program does not have to be accredited, but by 2004 it 
will have to be. 

The program increased from 21 to 84 students, with 
the original 21 landingjobs after completing the program. 

The program equips students with the skills they need 
to perform in pharmacy departments, where they will be 
able to accept prescriptions and refill requests, process 
sales and assist pharmacists in preparing and filling pre
scriptions. 

Mahoney said that the first group of students who took 

the test in 2002 had a "100 percent pass rate on the na
tional exam." She said she expects this year's stud_ents to 
have the same success. 

The program consists of lectures, labs and internship 
training, and is designed to prepare students for the na
tional certification exam, which is given three times a year: 
March, July and November. Usually the exams are given 
at University of Houston. This year, however, the exam 
will be given at Reliant Stadium. 

The general requirement for the pharmacy technician _ 
program at COM is the completion of 11 courses, among 
them Introduction to Pharmacy, Pharmaceutical Math
ematics I and Community Pharmacy Practice. 

Students can fulfill the intemsmp for the pharmacy pro
gram at hospitals, such as Mainland Medical Center or 
the University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston. 
Students also can fulfill internship requirements at sur
rounding area retail pharmacies such as Walgreens. 

Several pharmacists from around the area teach in 
COM's program. They are Paul Danford, Lisa Homburg, 
Amy Beyer and_ Bruce Bjerkli. 

This semester there are three group of students. One 
tested March 29, the second will' test in July and the third 
group will test in November. 

Mahoney is a registered pharmacist licensed in Texas 
and is a graduate of University of Houston College of 
Pharmacy. She worked as a pharmacist in the feild for 20 
years before coming to COM to head up the pharmacy 
technician program. Mahoney said she loves to teach and 
finds it very rewarding. 

Board meetings open to public participation 
Continued from Page 1 
of Mel Sills of the Math Team and Dr. Henry D. Pope, 
vice president of College and Financial Services. A re
ception has already been held for Sills; another one is 
planned for Dr. Pope. 

On March 31, the board made the decision to have two 
unopposed members, Ralph Holm and Stepchinski, auto
matically elected for the following school year. COM 
saves $16,500 by not going through the election process. 

The Board meets every fourth Monday of each month 
at 12:30 p.m. in the AdministratioaBuilding Board Room 
at COM. The meetings are open to the public and stu-

dents, faculty, staff and other citizens are welcome to make 
comments during the allotted slot on the agenda. 

The agenda for the meeting is displayed several days 
before on the glass doors closest to the board room in the 
Administration Building. This benefits students ;;itend
ing COM by allowing them to know prior to the meeting 
what is going to be discussed; If students have questions 
or comments on one of the stibjects, they can attend the 
meeting and have their questions answered. 

The Board does consider comments in voting on cam
pus changes. The Board's decisions ultimately benefit ev
eryone. The next board meeting will be held April 21. 

Saddam's rise to top 
reflects inhumanity 
Continued from Page 1 ----------

Saddam managed to escape to Cairo in 1960 where he 
attended the Cairo School of Law. 

General Qassem was murdered in 1963, and Saddam 
returned to Baghdad to reemerge as a distinguished mem
ber of the Baath Party Regime. He married his cousin, 
Sajida, daughter of his mentor and uncle Khairallah. Even
tually the Baath Party was forced out of power and plans 
for another assassination were underway. Once again, the 
assassination failed and Saddam was betrayed; as a re
sult, he was jailed for two years in Iraq. While, i~pris
oned, Saddam read many books on the Mafia, Stalin and 
Hitler. He kept his alliances in prison by smuggling mes
sages in his newborn babies' diapers. 

One of Saddam's most important allies was Ahmed 
Hassan al Bakr. In 1966, with the help of sympathetic 
guards, Saddam escaped prison and assumed the position 
of hatchet man of the regime, known as Mu Ca Barat. 
Bakr wAs the leader, but Saddam was a stem voice lurk
ing in the shadows.·Only three months into power, a pub
lic execution of 13 Iraqi Jews was held to celebrate the 
leadership of the regime. 

To finance the great leap of development for Iraq that 
Saddam and Bakr desperately wanted, Saddam national
ized the Iraqi Petroleum Company, which is now respon
sible for 15 percent of the world's oil. Saddam also nego
tiated a friendship agreement and arms deal with what 
was then the Soviet Union. Bakt, suffering from poor 
health, resigned and Saddam assumed control. 

Saddam's first action was to hold a meeting, in which 
he instructed an informant to read off the names of many 
high profile people. Conspirators were removed one by 
one and jailed, and a film of the event was widely tele
vised throughout Iraq. Saddam killed an estimated 1,000 
people a month for resisting his authority. Finally in 1979 
he anointed himself president of Iraq. 

In 1980 Saddam declared war on Iran, which turned 
into a long, bloody trench war. Iraqi forces became weak
ened and Saddam was forced to offer a cease-fire. Sug
gestions for Saddam to step down in order to gain the 
cease-fire came from his health minister. Saddam thanked 
him and had him arrested, only to return him to a -dis
traught wife, chopped into little pieces. It wasn't until 1988 
and a half million casualties later, that Iran accepted the 
cease-fire. With the cease-fire accepted, Saddam claimed 
victory. He then constructed a monument for Baghdad in 
1989 containing swords from dead Iraqi soldiers and hel
mets from dead Israelis. 

With the horrific war just culminated, Saddam began 
to look to Kuwait for money to fund his regime. Despite 
promises to the U.S. ambassador to stay out of Kuwait, in 
August 1990 Saddam invaded and took over the small 
country. The United Nations and former President George 
Bush issued Saddam a deadline of Jan. 1, 1991, to with
draw from Kuwait. Saddam ignored all demands and Op
eration Desert Storm was launched. Not prepared for mas
sive warfare, Saddam soon fled, but not before setting 
many of Kuwait's oil fields on fir6. Although seemingly 
cornered, Saddam slipped into hiding and the United Na
tions and Bush decided not to pursue him or his regime. 

Since then Saddam has ignored or interfered with nu
merous treaties and inspections. In a recent interview with 
Dan Rather, Saddam stated that if Iraq had been defeated 
in the Gulf War, the'n why would President Bush be fight
ing this war now? 

In his address to the nation on March 17 Bush said, "In 
one year or five years, the power of Iraq to inflict harm 
on all free nations would be multiplied many times over." 
...'Saddam an,d his terrorist allies could choose the moment 
of deadly conflict when they are strongest." Perhaps the 
best answer can be found on the British Broadcasting 
Corp. Web site, as given by the U.S. Department of State: 
"We want to see Iraq return as a respected and prosperous 

_ mem1?er of the international community, and as evidence 
shows, this is unlikely to happen as long as Saddam 
Hussein is in power." 



Three COM teams 
win at Sports Day 
By JASON OLIVER 
Staff Reporter 

Despite beautiful weather, the Gulf Coast Intercolle
giate Sports Day held on March 20 experienced a low 
turnout. The event took place at San Jacinto Central. 

COM's softball team and both the ~en's and women's 
3-on-3 basketball teams won second place. 

The softball team, led by Chris Barkmann, included 
Jeneva Sawyer, Michael Harris, Jared Dotson, Scott 
Payne, Byron Hambrick, Abby Amaro, Jenni Fisher, 
Donald Kemmerling, Isabel Tello and Blake Ferril. 

The men's 3-on-3 basketball team consisted of Mike 
Gogle, Detric Dotson and Deric Griffin. The women's 3-
on-3 team members were Ayeshia Thomas, Tiffany Hilton 
and Aurora Rodriguez. 

COM students also participated in 8-ball and volley
ball. Events such as tennis, racquetball, golf and table ten
nis lacked enough COM students to participate. 

Aidee Salinas, My Nguyen, Renee Morris, Henry 
Haynes, Jesse Dodd and Chris Gibson made up the COM 
volleyball team, and COM student Chris Stanton com
peted in 8-ball, but neither placed. 

Although these students did not place in their respec
tive events, they should be commended and congratulated 
for representing COM, said Maryann Urick, Recrea_tional 
Programs and Student Activities coordinator. 

In addition to COM, the following colleges participated 
in Sports Day: North Harris, Brazosport, Lee, San Jacinto 
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The COM softball team won sec9nd placed in the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Sports Day. Pictured are (front from 
left) Jared Dotson, Abbey Amaro, Jenni Fisher, Isabel Tello, Donald Kemmerling, and (back from left) Blake 
Ferrell, Scott Payne, Jeneva Sawyer, Chris Barkmann, Michael Harris and Byron Hambrick. COM representatives 
also placed second in 3-on-3 basketball, both men's and women's divisions. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Central, San Jacinto North, San Jacinto South, Kingwood 
and Wharton. 

For more information, please contact Urick at (409) 
938-1211 or toll-free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

Self-exams, education focus of breast cancer awareness seminar 
By JESSICA ROBERTSON 
Staff Reporter 

Nearly 40 women of different ages and backgrounds 
gathered in the Technical/Vocational Building auditorium 
March 26 for a common purpose-to ~ain awareness and 
information about breast cancer. · 

The presentation was organized by College of the Main
land Professor Marilynn Kish-Molina and led by Joyce 
Singleton and Dana Bjarnason, both registered nurses in 
the area. Singleton represented the "Chec_k It Out" pro
gram, a breast cancer awareness service for junior and 
senior high school girls, and Defeat Breast Cancer Inc., a 
group that provides free mammograms and follow-up care 
for uninsured women in Galveston County. 

Bjamason, a member of the Texas Nurses Association, 
District 6, welcomed the audience by saying breast can
cer is "something we all need to know more about." 

The two women provided this information with a slide 
show, including facts about the anatomy of the breast, 
how to do self-examinations and different kinds of lumps. 

Singleton urged the women to be aware of what their 
breasts feel and look like on a normal basis so that they 
can recognize when something is wrong. She told the au
dience that most normal changes in the appearance of 
breasts occur during puberty, menstrual cycles, pregnancy, 
menopause and weight gain or loss. She also spoke about 
benign{noncancerous) and malignant (cancerous) lumps 
and tlie importance of early detection. Bjamason illus
trated this point by comparing the size of a lump found 
by a woman who does a monthly breast self-examination 
or BSE to a dime. A woman who only does occasional 
BSEs would have a lump the size of a quarter, and a 
woman who never does BSEs would have a lump the size 
of a Mardi Gras doubloon. 

Bjamason explained that women up to the age of 20 
should primarily practice BSEs for awareness, and women 
over 20 should regularly perform BSEs to find lumps, 
since the likelihooa of cancer increases with age. She also 
advised women to begin annual mammographies at 40. 
Bjarnason then listed some of the risks of'breast cancer, 
such as being female, having previous personal or famil
ial breast or ovarian cancer history, being overweight and 
having a first pregnancy after age 34. She cautioned, how-

ever, that 75 percent of women with the disease have no 
risk factors. Audj_ence members ~e J~rprised to learn 
that 183,000 new cases of breast cancer develop each year 
in the United States, and 44,000 of those die each year. 
Bjamason further explained that this disease, which will 
affect one in eight women in a lifetime, is the second lead
ing cause of cancer deaths. 

A video made by the American Cancer Society about 
BSE and early detection followed. Several women of vari
ous ages and breast sizes demonstrated in the video how 
to do a BSE, and the commentator described the practice 
as "a habit every woman should develop-starting now." 

After the video, Singleton ·asked how many women in 
the audience regularly practiced BSE. Less than half raised 
their hands. Next, she posed another question to put the 
situation into perspective. "How many of you know some
one with breast cancer?" Nearly every woman in the room 
raised her hand. 

The next portion of the presentation was devoted to 
breast cancer survivors and their stories. 

Tonya Ketchum, a survivor of nearly 10 yea.rs, moved 
some audience members to tears with her painful tale. Al
though breast cancer didn't run in her family, Ketchum 
jokingly said thatshe "was the lucky one who got it." She 
clarified that she did indeed feel lucky for having an ex
perience that allowed her to open her eyes and cherish 
life. Ketchum found her lump during a routine BSE, but 
three doctors told her nothing was wrong with her. She 

insisted that something was not right with her body, and 
after a biopsy, her greatest fear was realized. 

Ketchum spoke of the pain not only of cancer and che
motherapy but also of her mastectomy. She called the ex
perience incredibly difficult and emotionally straining. 

"You're riding this big rollercoaster, and you think 
you're never going to get to the end of it-but you do," 
she said. "I'm so glad to be here to tell you all this story 
and to see my son grow up." 

After Ketchum's moving presentation, Singleton told 
her own story of survival. Like Ketchum, she said that 
the experience opened her eyes to life. "You wake up ev
ery day and think you're not going to be here next year," 
she said. "It was a crazy time." 

Singleton also found a new sense of awareness about 
her body after discovering the cancer. She told the crowd 
she learned to be vigilant and take better care of herself. 

The third story came from COM student Aggie 
Bougeouis. Her experience with breast cancer was un
usual, as she discovered the cancer after seeing her der
matologist about a rash on one nf pple. The rash ended up 
being a form of Paget's disease, a rare type of breast can
cer that usually attacks women in their 50s. She said it is 
important to be knowledgeable about women's health is
sues and admitted that she never thought she could get 
breast cancer from what seemed to be a rash. 

For more information on breast cancer, visit the Ameri
can Cancer Society'~ Web site: <http://www.cancer.org>. 

Winning teacher to be announced April 25 
Continued from Page 1 -----------

To make sure that every teacher has a fair chance to be 
a finalist, three are teachers who have a total of more than 
50 students a semester, and two are teachers with classes 
totaling fewer than 50 students a semester. 

After the five finalist are chosen, the Outstanding 
Teacher of the Year Committee, made up of five students, 
is selected. This year's student committee consists of 
Unique Losh, Theresa Kotrla, Paulo Castillo, Carla 
Ainsworth, ~os Jaramillo and Tracey Ayala. Music Pro
fessor James Heffel, last year's Outstanding Teacher, is 
the faculty coordinator. The winner of the previous yea~ 

becomes the coordinator the next year. 
The student committee randomly evaluates each 

nominee's teaching using an evaluation form and gets 
feedback from the students in that class regarding all 
aspects of the teacher and-his or her teaching. The 
committee then considers all factors and tallies up 
the number of points each teacher accumulated, with 
the highest becoming the outstanding teacher. · 

Heffel said the winner will be announced at the 
April 25 Employee Recognition Reception. The Out
standing Teacher of the Year will be revealed in the 
May issue of InterCOM. 
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What's Happening 

Two couples contemplate the value of their friendship when one couple is going through an impending divorce 
in the play, Dinner with Friends. Dinner is directed by Jack Westin and stars (from left) James Coate, Carolyn 
Spencer Ortiz, Jacki Bynum and Rod Todd. The play runs through April 13 at the COM Arena Theatre Thursdays
Fridays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. (Photo courtesy of COM theater department) 

Dinner with Friends to run through April 13 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

As the lights come up on the first act of the current 
College of the Mainland Arena Theatre production of Din
ner With Friends, we see a heartbroken Beth (played by 
Carolyn Spencer Ortiz) crying her eyes out bemoaning 
the fact that she and husband Tom have broken up. This 
news shocks and amazes her dinner hosts who have been 
friends with the couple for many years. 

The scene is set. in Gabe and Karen's kitchen on a win
ter evening in Connecticut, and it's here that Beth's mari- • 
ta! problems seem to overwhelm her hosts' concern for 
their friend's impending divorce. 

The problem is whom to support, the distraught Beth, 
or Tom (played by James Coate), who is leaving Beth for 
another woman. 

Director Jack Westin makes the most out of playwright 
Donald Margulies 2001 Pulitzer Prize-winning play. 

Westin's directorial touch is evident as he has his actors 
saying their lines and playing their characters with be
lievable conviction. It's not hard to see just how a situa
tion like this could easily cause both concern and friction 
for Tom and Beth, and their friends, Gabe and Karen 
(played by Rod Todd and Jacki Bynum). The question is. 
what happens to their long-existing friendship? 

Mention must be made of scenery and lighting designer 
Thom Guthrie's set that makes the action flow easily in 
the kitchen, bedroom and living room, without any need 
for a break in the action on stage to change sets. 

Though the play is well-acted, effectively presented, I 
hope we'll see more up-beat, happy theatrical offerings in 
the future, featuring more of our drama students, instead 
of the off-campus players. 

Dinner with Friends will run Thursdays-Saturdays at 8 
p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. through April 13. For in
formation and reservations call the box office at ( 409) 948-
?,522 or toll free, (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 

COM to celebrate Cinco de Mayo with festival 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Editor Emeritus 

College of th~ Mainland will celebrate its 30th annual 
Cinco de Mayo Festival with three days of activities fea
turing a parade, folkloric dance troups, mariachis, his
torical exhibits and the program "Pancho Villa and the 
Mexican Revolution-The Texas City Connection." 

Cinco de Mayo (May 5) is the celebration of Mexico's 
1862 defeat of French troops in the Battle of Puebla at the 
Loretto Fort in Puebla, Mexico. According to COM his
tory professor, Dr. Manuel Urbina II, founder of the COM 

. celebration, France was invading Mexico to collect debts. 
The Battle of Puebla was not the final victory in that 

war, but it was the battle that boosted morale. 
The Student Activities Board and COM Amigos will 

sponsor a student fiesta kicking off the celebration on May 
1 during College Hour. Free food and refreshments will 
be served and festive music will play. 

A Cinco de Mayo parade will run from the Showboat 
Theatre in downtown Texas City to the Rotary Pavilion 
in Nessler Park Saturday, May 3, from 9 to 11 a.m. The 
Fiesta del Barrio will follow the parade from noon to 4 
p.m. Two folkloric dance groups and mariachis will pro
vide entertainment. Several refreshment booths and cul
tural displays also will be on hand. 

The Cinco de Mayo celebration will continue Sunday, 

May 4, at COM with the free program about Pancho Villa 
and the revolution's connection to Texas City. From 5:30 
to 6:45 p.m., the largest collection of authentic Mexican 
Revolution paper money outside of the Bank of Mexico 
will be on display in the COM library, while the Mariachis 
Los Gallitos perform for the 20th consecutive year·in the 
Learning Resources Center breezeway. 

The final portion of the program will continue in the 
LRC Auditorium from 7 to 9:30 p.m. It will begin with 
singing the U.S. and Mexican national anthems. Follow
ing the anthems, the Mariachis Los Gallito_s and folkloric 
dancers will perform, while three screens will show slides 
of pictures talcen during the revolution . 

Albert Garcia will show images and sp~ak about his 
father, Trinidad Garcia, who rode with Pancho Villa dur
ing the Mexican Revolutio11 and later moved to Texas City. 

Following Garcia will be a video interview of Teodoro 
Garcia, another fighter in the Mexican Revolution who 
later moved to Texas City and died in 1999 at the aP,e of 
110. However, unlike Trinidad Garcia, who is no relation, 
Teodoro fought against Villa in the army known as the 
Federales run by Mexican Dictator P,orfiria Diaz. Follow
ing the Teodoro Garcia interview will be a video inter
view with two women who were married to Pancho Vtlla. 

The final presentation will be a speech by keynote 
speaker Ambassador Eduardo lbarrola Nicolin, Consulate 
General of Mexico in Houston. 

1 
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Watford selected 
Teacher·of the Year 
ByTARALAND 
Staff Reporter 

This year more than 315 College of the Mainland stu
dents voted for the Outstanding Teacher of the Year. Sixty
seven teachers out of approximately 82 full-time faculty . 
were nominated and five became the finalists. 

Alice Watford of the Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Team was named the Outstanding Teacher of the Year at 
the COM Employee Service Awards Reception held at 
the Charles T. Doyle Convention Center in Texas City 
A~~- . 

More than 100 faculty, staff and COM retirees gath
ered to honor these outstanding teachers and the employ
ees who received awards for years of service. 

Watford, who was not expecting to win, began her 
speech with, "Are you kidding me?" Realizing that it was 
not a joke, she gathered her thoughts and said: " I am 
thrilled and honored. If my students think I am an out
standing teacher, it's because I have outstanding col
leagues, who have continued to mentor and support me." 
She thanked her students for thinking of her as an out
standing teacher. 

As the winner, Watford was awarded $1,500 for win
ning, her name will be placed on a plaque in th~ Adminis
tration Building and she will automatically become the 
Piper professor nominee for 2003. She also will be the 
faculty coordinator for next year's nomination process. 

The other finalists were Ellen Johnson, Cosmetology 
Team; Freda O'Connor, Visual and Performing Arts Team; 
Paul Boyd, Visual and Performing Arts Team; and Dr. Nd 
Dikeocha; Science Team. 

After COM Board of Trustees President RalphE. Holm 

Physics Professor Herman Trivilino congratulates Vice 
President James Templer and President Homer 
"Butch" Hayes at an ice cream social celebrating the 
successful completion of the SACS visit to the COM 
campus April 15 and 16. (Photo by Daniel K. Lai) 

Outstanding Teacher of the Year Alice Watford (third from left) is flanked by members of the selection commit
tee (from left) Paulo Castillo, Theresa Kotrla, Unique Losh, Carla Ainsworth, Tracey Ayala and Amos Jaramillo. 
Last year's winner, James Heffel Is in the background at left. The winner was announced at the COM Employee 
Service Awards Reception held April 25. (Photo courtesy of Jim Higgins) 

presented the service awards, !&st year 's OulManding 
Te'acher of the Year, James Heffel, introduced the student 
committee who selected the outstanding teacher. Each stu
dent then introduced each of the finalists. Dr. James 
Templer, vice president oflnstruction, announced the out
standing teacher. 

In his remarks about the number of teachers nominated, 
Dr. Templer said, "When you consider 67 teachers were 
nominated-that exceeds over 2/3 of our faculty-that just 
shows how many excellent teachers we have here at Col-

lege of the Mainland." 
The five finalists were based on the number of votes. 

Three teachers were selected based on classes totaling 
more than 50 students a semester, and the other two teach
ers were selected based on having classes totaling fewer 
than 50 students a semester. 

Watford, who has been teaching at COM since 1990, 
has been a finalist for the past three years. Immediately 
after receiving her master's degree from University of 

See Reception Page 7 

SACS team gives COM favorable report 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Managing Editor 

For the past two years College of the Mainland has been 
involved in an intense self-study program, under the guid
ance of Self-Study Director Kathye Bergin, in order to be 
reaccredidated by the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools. SACS requires colleges and universities to 
compile a comprehensive self-study report to be reviewed 
by a committee every 10 years. 

According to Catherine Moran, Self-Study editor, 16 rep
resentatives from SACS along with students, faculty and 
staff gathered in the Leaming Resources Center Audito
rium on April 17 to hear the recommendations of the com
mittee who had been on campus April 15 and 16 inter
viewing faculty, staff, teams, administrators and students. 

Dr. Martin Gonzalez, provost of Pensacola Junior 
College's Milton Campus, announced the SACS reaffir
mation committee's unanimous commendation of COM 
for its accounting, reporting, internal auditing and risk as
sessment report. Each member of the SACS reaffirmation 
committee made recommendations and suggestions for im
provement coinciding with the 440 crit!!ria listed in the 
1998 Criteria'for AccredidatioTJ, published by the Com
mission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Col-

leges and Schools. 
In the SACS committee's draft report, COM received 

28 recommendations and 14 suggestions in the areas of 
planning and evaluation. The number of recommenda
tions and suggestions was less than those from the SACS 
vi;it in 1993 when COM was given 45 recommenda
tions and 25 suggestions. 

Moran explained COM has four months to respond to 
the SACS Reaffirmation Team's recommendatjons and 
suggestions. After four !]lOnths, commissioners from the 
Commission on Colleges will review COM's response, 
recommend reaffirmation of accredidation and present 
President Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes with a lette; of re
affirmation at the annual COC meeting in December in 
Nashville, Tenn. 

After the report had been presented, Dr. Donald Crump, 
SACS liaison, thanked COM for the warm welcome; ar
rangements and accommodations the committee was 
given and complemented COM for its approach to the 
Self-Study. The entire SACS Reaffirmation Team stood 
and applauded COM's efforts. 

After the departure of the SACS Reaffirmation Team, 
a cake and banana split celebration for a job well done 
was held for all administrators, faculty and staff in the 
reception area of the _Administration Building. 
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Number of reporter casualties in Iraq alarming 
By JASON OLIVER 
Staff Reporter 

Journalists are experiencing the worst casualty rate of 
any war to date, and it could be the end of independent 
front-line reporting. 

"The statistics are certainly chilling-to have this many 
journalists killed or missing in just three weeks of con
flict," said Joel Campagna, Middle East Program coordi
nator for the Non-profit Committee to Protect Journalists. 
Proportionally, the casualty rate of journalists is far greater 
than that of soldiers since the war in Iraq began. 

An estimated 600 journalists have been "embedded" or 
teamed up with troops in Iraq, to report an in~depth, real
istic aspect of war. As of April 9, approximately 12 media 
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personnel have been killed and several are missing or 
wounded. Considering the sheer number of embedded 
reporters and the short duration of the war, the journalist 
death toll has been roughly 16 times that of coalition 

- troops. CNN's Walter Rodgers said the high casualty rates 
in this conflict are "a direct consequence of the embed
din~ process because the Pentagon allowed many jour
nalists to come up to the tip of the spear." 

In 1991 only four reporters lost their lives during the 
Gulf War. They died in the unorganized chaos of with
drawing U.S. troops. A total of 64 journalist casualties 
spanned a period of 10 years during the Vietnam War. Prior 
to the conflict in Iraq, many members of the international 
press took part in training to help prepare them for kid
napping and torture, or a possible chemical attack. 

On April 8 the Palestine Hotel, known to be a central 
headquarters for many western journalists, was fired upon 
~y U.S. tanks. Although expressing regret when ques
tioned, Pentagon officials declined to call it a mistake on 
behalf of the military, and said that news organizations 
were well aware of the dangers that could arise when cor
respondents were sent into Baghdad. · 

Reuters cameraman Taras Protsyuk, and Jose Couso, a 
cameraman for the Spanish television Channel Tele 5, were 
killed in the attack on the media hotel. During a U.S. air 
r~id earlier 'in the day, the Al-Jazeera station in Iraq was 
hit and cameraman Tarek Ayoub died in the blast. Ger
man Chr!stian Liebig of the weekly magazine Focus and 
Spaniard Julio Anguit_a Parrado of the newspaper El 
Mundo died in an Iraqi missile strike against the U.S. 2nd 
Brigade of the 3rd Infantry Division in southern Iraq. Just 
two days earlier, David Bloom of NBC died on April 6, 
due to a blood clot in one of his lungs. 
. On April 3, in an accident involving a Humvee military 
Je:p, former editor-in-chief of the Atlantic Monthly, · 
Michael Kelly died. Kaveh Golestan, an Iranian freelance 
cameraman for the British Broadcasting Company stepped 
on a land mine and died on April 2. In route to Basra 

· southern Iraq, on March 22, journalist Terry Lloyd fro~ 
Britain '_s Independent Television News died after coming 
un~er fire. That same day, a car bomb in northern Iraq, 
claimed the life of Australian cameraman Paul Moran. 

Comparing non-combat deaths of reporters to combat 
losses of troops might seem insensitive, but much of the 
public's 'awareness comes from journalists who have a 
passion for their work and a willingness to travel with the 
U.S. military. Embedded reporters are in Iraq voluntarily 
and they need to be appreciated for the daily r'i.sks they 
endure reporting the crisis. 

Censorship in ·1raq 
lessens credibility 

I I Analysis I I 
By JASON OLIVER 
Staff Reporter 

As far back as World War I, journalists traveling with 
troops have been restricted by both voluntary and enforced 
censorship. Since the Iraq conflict began, journalists or 
"embeds" have been integrated on the front lines, report
ing frequently from the heart of the battle. 

In accordance with security guidelines, the milita~y 
~egulates and censors these reporters. However, if the press 
1s muzzled by the consequences of war, how much truth 
actually remains is an open question. 

While many experts agree that embedded reporters pro
vide a vital front-line outlook, balanced reporting has be-

' come questionable and controversial. Joe Angotti, a pro
fessor from Medill's School of Journalism, stated: "They 
have become very close to the troops they are covering
maybe too close. They spend 24 hours a day with them, 
they eat with them, and they sleep with them. And when 
it comes time for the reporters to be critical or ask tough 
questions, it may be hard to report negative news." 

Many Americans are asking whether unpolished reports 
f~om war correspondents suffering from sleep depriva
tion and elevated stress levels make for high quality jour
nalism. In an online CNN survey held March 29-30, re
spo~dents were asked to rate the media coverage in Iraq .. 
While support of the war has been steadily declining since 
the war began, 38 percent still rated the coverage as ex
cellent, 42 percent undecided and 20 percent rated the 
coverage as fair or poor. Perhaps the political leadership 
of the United States didn't anticipate the military diffi
culties thus portrayed by embedded journalists in Iraq. 

Victoria Clarke, a Pentagon spokeswoman, was quoted 
as saying, "Our intent is to have as widespread and fair 
and balanced .coverage as possible." But Roger Arnoff, 
executive secretary of Accuracy in Media, a Washington
based group that monitors news coverage, said, "I'm not 
so sure it's knowable yet whether it's good for the mili
tary and for our efforts to win the war." 

Arguments have been raised that the embedded jour
nalist program is an important component in the fight 
against Saddam's lies and deception. However, others be
lieve that all the media coverage just might be saving 
Saddam a lot of intelligence work. Army Maj. Tim Blair 
stated, "It's a small snapshot of that particular piece of 
the battlefield, so you have to k-eep every one of those 

· reports in perspective." Maj. Blair administers the em
bedded journalist program for the Pentagon. "Embeds" 
are forbidden from reporting on specific numbers of 
troops, weaponry, or precise locations. Violations could 
result in immediate dismissal and removal of the embed
ded reporter, as was the case with Geraldo Rivera and 
Peter Arnett. Rivera, a Fox News correspondent, volun
tarily withdrew himself from Iraq and apologized after 
disclosing information in a report given while squatting 
in the desert, outlining strategic movements in the sand. 
Arnett was terminated from his position with NBC and 
the National Geographic Explorer for giving an unautho-

, rized interview on Iraqi television in which he stated that 
U.S.-led war efforts initially failed due to Iraqi resistance. 
· Many professors argue that while Rivera's removal was 

justified, Arnett was simply manipulated by Iraqi televi
sion and was used as a propaganda tool. Former British 
Broadcasting Company war correspondent Martin Bell 
said, "I have a feeling that independent journalists have 
become a target because the management of the informa
tion war has become a higher priority than ever." If the 
public is expected to rely on the embedded reporter, it is 
up to the news organizations to recognize the limitations 
of the reporter and use other sources to provide maxi
mum accuracy for a complete picture of the war. 



Teams compete in 
thinking games 
By ADRIAN SHERWOOD 
Staff Reporter · 

College of the Mainland hosted the Odyssey of the 
Mind State Tournament on Saturday, April 12. The Odys
sey of the Mind school program fosters creative thinking 
and problem-solving skills among participating students 
from kindergarten through college. 

The state tournament had approximately 1,100 students 
from all over Texas participating and more than 300 offi
cials volunteering their time. 

Students solve problems in a variety of areas, such as 
building self-powered vehicles, or putting a twist on clas-
sic literature or history.. _ 

This year the five categories were A Scene From Above 
(sponsored by NASA), The Know ItAll, Classics ... Put a 
Spin On It, Odd Pod Structure and Fooled Ya. 

Students must design, create and construct various 
props, projects and skits depending on what each category 
challenge requires. 

More than 30 winning teams from this state tournament 
will compete in the World Finals in Ames, Iowa, in May. 

By competing in Odyssey, students learn life-long skills 
such as working with others as a team, evaJuating ideas 
and making decisions while developing self-confidence 
from their experiences. 

From its beginnings at Glassboro State College in New 
Jersey, the brainchild of Dr. Sam Micklus (who experi
mented with creative problem-solving activities for his 
industrial design classes), the program has grown into an 
international organization. Eighteen foreign countries are 
part of the organization. 

Adults can supervise but may only help in a very lim
ited manner. There are penalties for outside assistance, 
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Library staff and visitors gather In the COM Library in observance of National Library Week, April 6-12. 
COM hosted a book fair, free refreshments, door prizes and contests on April 9. The door_ prizes ranged 
from stuffed teddy bears to gift certificates for two at Ryan's to $25 in cash. This is the third year the library 
has had a special event to honor this week. (Photo by Tara Land) 

going over the cost limit and unsportsmanlike conduct. 
Dr. Micklus visited the tournament at COM this year, 

greeting students and parents. 
COM adjunct instructor Gloria Peebles, site director 

for the event, said, "It was an honor for Dr. Micklus to 
visit the tournament here since he only makes three vis-
its a year worldwide." · 

Almost all the states have a tournament each year to 
get to the world finals. 

COM faculty member Chuck Buddenhagen has been a 

site director at COM since 1995. He also is the contact 
person for Peebles. 

Approximately 20 COM custodians participated in a 
variety of ways to help the tournament run as smoothly as 
possible. 

Peebles said, "They were cheerful; kids would make a 
mess and they just smiled." She added, "We get treated 
very well here at COM." 

If you would like to learn more about the competition, 
go to the Web site: <http://www.OdysseyoftheMind.com>. 

NASA no stranger to tragedy, disastrous fire of Apollo 1 remembered 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Managing Editor 

Editors Note: This is the third part of the three-part se
ries on the three NASA spacecraft disasters. This final 
part will explore the Apollo 1 fire. Part II addressed the 
Challenger explosion arid.Part I reviewed the Columbia 
shuttle accident. 

In 1961 the world watched as President John F. Kennedy 
issued a challenge to the American people to put a man 
on the moon before the Soviet Union (now Russia). 

"I believe that this nation should commit itself to achiev
ing the goal, before this decade is out, of landing a man 
on the moon and returning him safely to the earth," 
Kennedy said in his challenge to America. 

Fueled by Kennedy's challenge, NASA dedicated its 
full effort to launching a man into space. 

In 1961 following the Sovi~t Union's launch of Sput
nik I, NASA began preliminary test flights into space. 

The success of Allen Shepherd's Mercury 7 mission 
showed the United States that astronauts could control a 
vehicle during weightlessness. The laune:h of John Glenn's 
Friendship 7 and his orbit around the earth showed the 
world the United States was eager to win the "space race" 
with the Soviet Union . 

• 

As th~ space race intensified, NASA was eager to 
launch a fully manned vehicle into space. 

The Apollo 1 was to be the first manned space mission 
for America. However, one of the worst tragedies in the 
history of NASA occurred on Jan. 27, 1967, when the 
crew of the Apollo 1 perished in a fire that broke out in_· 
the command module during a preflight test at Cape 
Canaveral, Fla. Astronauts Virgil "Gus" Grissom, Edward 
White and Roger Chaffee perished in the accident. 

Spacecraft technicians tried desperately to open the 
hatch of the sealed Apollo capsule when they heard 
Grissom yell, "Fire, I smell fire!" This was followed by 
Chaffe's affirmation of trouble, "Fire! There's fire in the 
cockpit." But the module was designed to open only from 
the inside. In a matter ~f seconds, the fire spread rapidly 

• inside the crew cabin. The last communication came from 
the crew 17 seconds after the fire started. 

The intense heat and dense smoke made it nearly im
possible for help to reach the command module, but five 
minutes after the fire started, technicians were able to 
open the module. Grissom, White and Chaffee were al
ready dead. The NASA medical board determined the as
tronauts died of carbon monoxide asphyxia and thermal 
tissue bums. The fire destroyed 70 percent of Grissom's 
spacesuit, 20 percent of White's and 15 percent of 
Chaffe's suit. 

The Apollo program was put on hold while an exten-
-sive investigation was launched to determine the cause of 
the fire. The investigation concluded that a spark from a 
short circuit in a bundle of wires that ran to the left and in 
front of Grissom's seat ignited the flames. The investiga
tive board also noted the large amount of flammable ma
terial in the cabin, which in the pure oxygen environment_ 
allowed the fire to start and spread quickly. 

Several changes to the space program were initiated over 
the next year and a half including a new hatch that could 
be opened quickly from the outside of the capsule. NASA 
also removed much of the flammable material inside the 
crew cabin and replaced it with self-extinguishing com
ponents. 

The first Saturn V launch in November 1967 was un
manned and designated Apollo 4. No missions were ever 
designated Apollo 2 or 3. 

The Apollo i capsule was impounded for research and 
then locked away in a storage facility at NASA Langley 
Research Center in Virginia a:nd later transferred to per
manent storage alongside debris from the Challenger ac
cident in an abandoned missile silo in Cape Canaveral Air 
Force Station in Florida. 

NASA dedicated its eventual successful Apollo program 
to the memory of the three astronauts who gave their lives 
in the name of exploration. 

Cosmetology program offers opportunities to full-time, part-time students 
By ADRIAN SHERWOOD 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland cosmetology department 
creates a style all its own. Professors Ellen Johnson and 
Elaine Baker oversee a program that is in its 12th year. 

The cosmetology program offers opportunities for full
time or part-time students to complete requirements for a 
cosmetology operator license, manicurist license or fa-

cial license by satisfying requirements set by the Texas 
Cosmetology Commission and COM. 

To receive an operator's license students must com
plete 1,500 hours of course study and pass the state exam. 

The manicurist and faci<!l licenses can be obtained sepa
rately, and each requires 500 hours of course study. 

Full-time students can expect to pay about .$1,116 to 
complete the operator's program (book not included) and 
to complete it in a year. Nail an~ facial technicians can 

pay approximately $378. 
Professors in the program have worked at least 10 

years in the industry. 
· If you are creative, enjoy working with people, like flex
ible hours and possibly owning your own salon, cosme
tology offers a promising career that can take you into 
several different income opportunities. 

For enrollment information call Johnson or Baker at 
(409) 938-_1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 480. 
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'l{KK Go Away!' 
protestors taunt Klan 
ByTARALAND 
Staff Reporter 

More than 150 concerned citizens gathered in a grassy 
field across the street from the Santa Fe Community Cen
ter, where approximately 75 Ku Klux Klan members and 
visitors were holding a meeting April 5. 

When College of the Mainland professor Dr. David 
Michael Smith learned of the meeting, he and his wife, 
Rona, were outraged and decided to organize a protest 
against the Klan. 

''We protested because the Klan is America's oldest 
terrorist organization, who have murdered thousands of 
people and terrorized even more," Dr. Smith said. "In a 
truly democratic and just society, they would not be al
lowed to exist. But since they do in our society, it is vital 
for us to oppose them." 

According to a Galveston Daily News article, the 
Cleveland chapter of the KKK came to restart the Santa 
Fe chapter. 

Leading the protestors, Rona Smith yelled over the 
microphone, "What do we want?" To which the crowd 
responded, "Klan out." Other protesters shouted, "KKK 
go away." The Klan members responded with, "White 
power." 

COM student Aundra Hawkins, who helped organize 
the protest, said, "It is OK to be proud of your race and 
your accomplishments, but when pride turns into violence, 
that is when I have a problem with it. We live in the United 
States; we have different races, people should not have 
fear about violence happening against them because of 
their belief." 

According to Dr. Smith, a few of the Klan supporters 
were in Klan attire. A handful of high school students 
who wanted to learn about the Klan also turned up at the 
meeting, which was open only to white males. 

The KKK hosted an artifacts display and various speak
ers. Some of the artifacts date back 100 years. Also 
included in the display were robes worn during the early 

Protestors, including · (from left) Beth Henry, Rona Smith (on microphone in the background), and Rachel Clarke 
(center), gather in a grassy field across the street from the Santa Fe Community Center April 5 to demonstrate 
against a Ku Klux Klan recruitment meeting. The red armbands the protestors wore were for those helping with 
security, while the black armbands symbolized an opposition to the KKK. - (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

1920s when the Klan was a dominating force. 
According to a KKK Web site, the KKK was formed as 

a social club by Confederate army veterans in Pulaski, 
Tenn., around 1865. The group adopted the name Ku Klux 
Klan from the Greek word kuklos, meaning circle, and 
the English word clan. White superiority was the 
philosophy of the Klan, and they would often use violence 
and terrorization of blacks as a means of exercising their 
supposed superiority. 

Approximately 15 separate Klan organizations are in 
existence today. The Cleveland chapter is called the Knight 
of the White Camellia because the white camellia is a 
flower that cannot be cross pollinated, and Klansmen be
lieve whites should not be crossed with other races. 

Currently, the KKK is promoting a variety of objec-

tives, such as restarting America's white Christian heri
tage; returning prayer to school; stopping all non-white 
immigration; drug testing for all welfare recipients; 
quarantining all AIDS carriers; and declaring all laws 
attempting to enforce gun control unconstitutional. 

"The KKK slipped up and announced that white men 
would be the only ones allowed in to the meeting," Dr. 
Smith said. "If the Cleveland chapter tries to come back, 
there will be a legal leg to stand on to ban them_ from this 
area." 

Hawkins said: "I am glad to see not only the Santa Fe 
community to come out and protest the Klan, but all of 
the other surrounding communities. If we do not show 
the Klan that we do not want them in Santa Fe, it will 
soon spread all around Galveston Gounty." 

Record company executives to blame for lagging CD sales, not file sharers 

lt~ i~~~& ~~§''" \~;11 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Editor Emeritus 

Since the late '90s, millions of Internet users have been 
illegally sharing music files through various free programs 
such as Napster as well as burning their own CDs. The 
Recording Industry Association of America has argued 
that this file sharing has caused the decline of music sales. 

As a result, the RIAA took legal action and shut down 
Napster. However, several file-sharing programs remain. 

Now the association has shifted its focus from the pro
grams to the users themselves. 

In January the association sent warnings to universities 
alerting them to violations of copyright laws through the 
sharing of music files on their networks. They sent a simi
lar message to businesses early in March. 

In the first week of April, the association filed four law
suits against four college students who operate internal 
campus networks sharing music files. The students, Daniel 
Peng from Princeton University in New Jersey; Joseph 
Nievelt from Michigan Technological University; and 
Jesse Jordan and Aar~n Sherman, both from Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute in New York, are being sued for dam
ages of $150,000 per song traded on the networks. 

In de~ense of its lawsuit, the association maintains that 
the sharing of music files is harmful to many people, in
cluding the artists. However, on the association's Web site, 
which is filled with information about the current fight 

against piracy, its message is that the "RlAAdoes not rep
resent artists directly." Instead, the association writes that 
it is a membership organization whose members are the 
record labels. 

The Web site has a long list of these members, but it 
fails to inform that the five major record companies own 
most of these members. Additionally, these companies-
Capitol Records, Time Warner, Universal Music & Video 
Distribution, Sony \\'lusic Entertainment and BMG-are 
the only five major companies worldwide, who are 
cqincidentally being sued for illegally implementing mini
mum advertised price policies on prerecorded music. 

So then the question can be asked "who is the RIAA 
actually fighting for, the artists or the record companies?" 

First and foremost, while downloading music is conve
nient, cheap and easy, it is essentially wrong-no argu
ment there. But for the RIAA to claim they are defending 
the artists' rights in this case is ridiculous. 

In the late '90s, R&B group TLC filed for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy even though the group was one of the niost 
commercially successful singing groups at the time. 
Exactly how this happened was explained by TLC member 
Lisa "Left Eye" Lopes in an interview with VHl 's Behind 
the Music. According to Lopes, the record company paid 
the group a contract worth several million doll~rs. How
ever, following expenses for the group's marketing, pro
duction, music videos, managers, lawyers and several other 
similar services, the final amount of take-home money 
split three ways among the group members was not a lot. 

In another episode of Behind the Music, Johnny Rzeznik 
of the Goo Goo Dolls told how his banl had to sue their 
record company to be released from what he called a slave 

contract that required seven or more albums from the band 
with very few royalties. He added that this was a typical 
contract given to undiscovered bands. The only way a 
band could escape such conditions was to become 
successful and then sue their labels. Only when a band 
makes. their label profits will their label acknowledge 

. them. If these two examples are not a violation of artists' 
rights, then what is? 

So the real issue is the record labels are worried about 
their money, not the artists. 

The Internet News reported that music sales were down 
25 percent in 2002, and the RIAA b1amed it on Internet 
file sharing. But file sharing is not the problem with the 
music industry. 

. In 2001, the Beatles released the album The Beatles 1, 
a 27-track compilation of all of their songs that reached 
No. 1 in the United States and in the United Kingdom. 
Like its title implies, the album dominated the No. 1 spot 
on the Billboard-charts in the summer of 2001. Millions 
of people bought this album, yet the odds are that most of 

. .. 
the people who bought this album already owned all the 
songs. So why did they buy it? Because good music and a 
large fan base sells records. 

Today the focus is no longer on the music; it's about 
the flavor that can make the most money this week, and 
the image the flavor can present. Instead of investing time 
and money in good bands who perform their own music, 
record companies are investing in prepackaged, 
manufactured groups and expensive producers who can 
remove their glitches and play their vocals over music 
from an older hit. These flavors of the week can never 

See Music Page 5 



Martial arts aids McIntyre in fight for life 
By PEARSON LUBRANO 
Staff Reporter 

John Lennon once said life is what happens to us while 
we're busy making other plans. 

Sometimes some of us get lucky. Sometimes we are 
presented with a challenge or thrown into a situation that 
either makes us---or breaks us. 

One such inspiration is an adjunct physical education 
instructor at College of the Mainland who was, as she 
describes herself, "living in a cocoon" for many years
until her family legacy and life's demands caught up with 
her. 

Gayle McIntyre started out like most of us. She lived 
the relatively selfish life of a young child. The model tom
boy, McIntyre and her two sisters made time to put 
makeup on their dolls, but young Gayle never failed to 
race her bicycle down dirt trails or climb trees or scrape 
her knees playing baseball. 

Aside from a brief "marriage" to Joey at age 5 followed 
by a "divorce" over who was the boss of the playhouse, 
McIntyre married her high school sweetheart Mike at 18. 

Not quite sure at that point what she would do with her 
life, believing she might become a school teacher like 
her mom, McIntyre managed to get through college and 
earn her bachelor's degree in English literature from Uni
versity of Houston-Clear Lake in 1985. 

The Mclntyres married in 1978. Their son Josh was 
born in 1984, the year prior to McIntyre's graduation. 
Josh became interested in karate by age seven, so 
McIntyre enrolled him in the Bushi Ban school in Deer 
Park. During those few.months McIntyre loved watching 
her son and decided she "wanted to do that, too!" While 
Josh quickly moved to other things, Mom got bitten by 
the karate bug. She stayed at Bushi Ban for almost three 
years. 

Looking to broaden her martial arts experience, 
McIntyre enrolled in the Kim Soo Tai Kwan Do studio in 

Houston the summer of '93. Before too long Josh had 
developed a considerable interest in baseball. They 
decided to provide Josh with private lessons under former 
UH, central campus, baseball coach Bragg Stockton. 

Soon McIntyre was taking notes from Stockton on how 
to be a pitching coach from, working at Stockton's office, 
studying at Kim Soo-and by 1995 coaching her son's 
Little League team. 

A year or two late~ a "dash light" flickered several 
times. One day while pitching to her son, McIntyre got 
hit in the breast with a baseball. A bad bruise developed 
that didn't go away. Prior to this McIntyre had noticed 
she had been gaining some weight, not losing it like she 
normally could. Life's demands make easy the denial 
anything might be wrong, despite knowing her father died 
of kidney cancer and her maternal grandmother died of 
ovarian cancer. On top of this, keeping her nephew for 
her sister provided even more justification for not attend
ing to her own needs. 

Even occasional nausea didn't register with her as a 
problem. Denial shifted her thinking to believe she might 
have "had a virus or something." Luckily, McIntyre did 
previously decide to get her first mammogram at age 35 
in 1995. And she did go for a regular checkup early in 
1997, several months after the baseball incident. 

Doctors did find breast cancer during the checkup. And 
she did undergo aggressive treatment, including 
chemotherapy, surgery and radiation treatment. McIntyre 
also continued her training most of this time, while also 
investigating herbal medicine, visualization and 
meditative/therapeutic art and crafts. 

. Ironically, one of the demands in her life that helped 
tilt the genetic throw of the dice against her, was the same 
thing that hc;lped save her-her love and dedication for 
her family. 

Besides the love and support she says she received, 
McIntyre cites the physical conditioning and mind calm
ing techniques she acquired as a martial 'artist. The tech-
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Gayle McIntyre, COM adjunct physical education 
instructor, demonstrates an inside knife hand strike 
to-students in her Hai Hu Tleh Wu Shu (karate) class. 
McIntyre has been teaching at COM for the past six 
semesters. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

niques and Zen philosophical discussions at Bushi Ban 
and Kim Soo and the wake up call she received in 1997, 
all served to remove the blinders from her eyes. 

The resultant metamorphosis, as she describes it, was 
that she was reborn with a clear sense of purpose. She 
likelted her experience to that of a caterpillar transformed 
into a butterfly. McIntyre now brings to COM her own 
system of Chinese, Korean and Japanese martial art as a 
5th degree black belt in Tai Kwan Do-this her sixth se
mester at COM and her sixth year in remission from breast 
cancer. 

Music lovers still enjoy tangible product despite ease of downloading 
Continued from P~ge 4----------
build a fan base because their albums are manufactured 
to produce hits, not a good album. 

Pink Floyd's album Dark Side of the Moon is in its 
1,354 week on the charts since its release in 1973. But 
you won't see any albums from Britney Spears, any of 

her clones, or any boy bands on the charts, much less in 
store racks in 2030. 

When blank cassettes entered the market there was a 
similar scare because people were copying songs fro~ 
tapes, records and the radio. But people still bought al
bums, and the industry survived. Then, lile today, many 

O'Connor provides students tools for future 
By JESSICA ROBERTSON 
Staff Reporter 

Her students
0

know her best. For the past three years, 
these students have recognized graphic arts Professor 
Freda O'Connor's effective teaching methods and 
easygoing personality by nominating her for College of 
the Mainland's Outstanding Teacher of the Year award. 
She has yet to win it. 

"I'm always the bridesmaid," she explained. 
Her humble nature prevents her from being bitter 

though. O'Connor is thankful enough just to have been 
thought of by her students for the award. 

O'Connor said that she has a fierce dedication to those 
she has taught. Every day she begins a class, she has a 
certain goal in mind-to provide her students with the 
tools they will need after leaving her class. 

"I like to involve my students to take responsibility for 
learning. I'm not one of those teachers who just hands 
over the answers," O'Connor said. 

Teaching has always been in O'Connor's blood. She 
remembers that she has always had a fondness for ex
plaining things, even when she was young. She taught 
her first continuing education class when she was just 18. 

"I know I've been a teacher all my life," she said. "I 
couldn't not teach!" 

A native of Yorkshire, England, O'Connor came to 
America when she was 17. For five years she lived north 
of Atlanta until she moved to Texas. After living in the 

Houston area for 12 years, O'Connor considers herself a 
true Texan, albeit a Texan with a British accent. 

Throughout her life, O'Connor has been interested in 
graphic arts. She says that when she lived in England, 
she was interested mostly in calligraphy and typography, 
but as the technology changed, so did her interests. 

"My passion grew and expanded into graphic design," 
she explained. . 

Her history with COM began when she first attended 
classes as a student, to learn new graphic arts technology. 
Shortly after graduating, O'Connor was asked to replace 
a retiring professo~. According to her, things just "fell 
into place." She now serves as the Faculty Council 
president. 

Although she admits a teacher's paperwork can be a 
bit much at times, O'Connor is thrilled to combine her 
love of graphic arts with her innate ability to teach. She 
also maintains a graphic design business and hosts "lavish 
dinner parties" whenever she gets the opportunity. 

Cun~ently in her sixth year as a full-time teacher, 
O'Connor enjoys challenging herself with new design 
projects. She always finds her latest project to be her fa
vorite, since she teams something new each time she prac
tices graphic design. 

O'Connor's consecutive nominations for the Outstand
ing Teacher of the Year award prove that she has achieved 
more than just a degree and employment in her time at 
COM. Whether a student or a professor; O'Connor has 
managed to make a lasting impression in these halls. 

people still like to open their CDs and read the lyrics. Now, 
many CDs include bonus CDs or DVDs, which give an 
added bonus to buying the CD. But regardless of what is 
included in the packaging, the music must sell itself. 

If music sales are down, the RIAA and the record 
companies only have themselves to blame. 

Outstanding Teacher of the Year finalist Freda 
O'Connor pauses for a picture. O'Connor's students 
have nominated the graphic arts professor for the 
award three years in a row, but she has yet to re<:eive 
it. A native of England, she has been teaching at COM 
for six years. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 
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UH interns provide 
aid to college students 
By JESSICA ROBERTSON 
Staff Reporter 

College students often find themselves feeling stressed 
or overwhelmed by the many demands of higher educa
tion, wishing that someone would listen to their frustra
tions and offer advice. Fortunately, the College of the 
Mainland Strategic Enrollment Team has created a pro
gram that will provide students with three interns who 
can do just that. 

The program began this semester and enlisted students 
from the University of Houston, earning theil• master's 
degrees in social work. Gary Chandler, Cathy Tilgey and 
Stephanie Rodriguez were interviewed by Rick Gearing, 
associate vice president of Strategic Enrollment Manage
ment, and assigned to COM as part of their field 
practicums. 

The interns are available to students Mondays, Tues
days and Wednesdays from 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; and Mondays, 

. Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m to as
sist and assess needs. According to Chandler, they will 
discuss any issue a student has, no matter how big or small 
it may seem. 

In addition to helping students with financial and edu
cational needs_, the interns develop different workshops 
and self-help groups. These programs are designed mainly 
to expand students' academic skills and personal aware
ness. 

For April's Alcohol Awareness Week, the interns led a 
workshop with James Shippy, associate vice president of 
Student Services, and Leroy August, COM counselor. 
During final exam time, they plan to hold a stress man
agement and relaxation clinic . . 

The La Marque Independent School District donated a 
school bus to COM, which will be used for various stu-

Annetta Haynes, first place winner at COM's Talent Search Competition held April 1, performs an original 
song outside the LRC. She was awarded $100, while $50 went to second place winner Mari angel Romero, 
who performed a Caribbean dance. Singer, Lorie Alcazar, received a third place award of $25. All three 
winners also received a framed picture of themselves performing during the competition. The event was 
sponsored by the SAB. (Photo by Jessica Robertson) 

dent field trips and outings. Chandler, Tingey and 
Rodriguez will work to gain grant money to refurbish the 
bus and equip it with necessary features for the handi
capped. 

Mara Cooper Smith, retention coordinator of Strategic 
Enrollment Management, plans to make the internship 
program ongoing, so that when the three current interns 
leave, new ones will replace them. 

The goal of the program ·is not only to provide COM 
students with assistance but also to give the interns an 
opportunity to learn different aspects of college social 
work. 

"It's been a learning experience for us," Chandler said. 
For more information, contact Smith at ( 409) 938-1211 

or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 660, or the interns at 
Ext. 664. 

Journalism class open to inexperienced, advanced_students 
Would you like a class that would help improve your 

writing skills? How about a class that will help you be
come a more well-rounded student? Or maybe you would 
like to see your name in print? Taking a journalism course 
will provide you with the proficiencies necessary to ac
quire a successful position in written media. 

College of the Mainland journalism classes are open to 

The Red Apples group imitates the painting 
"Judith Slaying Holofernes." They are (from left) 
Dusty O'Connor, Tamisha Franklin and Adam 
Malek. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

everyone and no experience is necessary. Even if your 
major is not journalism, but you love to write, sign up for 
the Beginning Newsgathering and Writing (COMM 
2311.01) class that will be available during the Summer I 
session. ·Toe class meets Mondays-Thursdays noon-3:40 
p.m. in the Learning Resources Center, Journali~m News
room, Room L-246. Advanced journalism classes are 

available for students with writing experience. lfyou have 
previous journalism experience, contact Professor Astrid 
H. Lowery for permission, and for course and class time 
information. 

For more information, contact Lowery at ( 409) 938-
1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 314, e-mail: 
<alowery@com.edu>. 

Former InterCOM reporters win 3 awards 
By DANIEL K.. LAI 
Managing Editor 

Two former College of the Mainland students, Kristy 
Roberts and Randy Goode, were recognized in April by 
the Texas Intercollegiate Press Association for their work 
on the COM student newspaper, InterCOM. 

Of the three stories submitted to TIPA for former staff 

reporter Goode, "Bubba's 
Redneck picture show re
view" received an honor
able mention in the humor
ous column category. The 
column was featured in the 
February 2002 issue of In
terCOM. Goode told jour
nal ism adviser Astrid 

Randy Goode Lowery he was "pleased 
and delighted" that he had 

won an award. "I really enjoyed the class and learned a 
lot," Goode said. 

Roberts, a former lnterCOM reporter, photographer and 
managing editor had four stories. and six photos submit
ted to TIPA. She received a third-place award for her edi
torial, "Mudslinging marks gubanatorial elections," fea-

tured in the October 2002 
1ssue of InterCOM and an 
honorable mention for the 
general column, "Plagia
rism part of new -'honor 
code,"' featured in the No
vember 2002 issue. "I 
· le,arned more about writing 
here than any of the other 

Kristy Roberts · classes of my 16 years of 
school," Roberts said. 

TIPA awards are given annually to Texas college and 
university publications. Created in 1909 at Baylor Uni
versity by students from colleges and univ.ersities, TIPA 
awards students from across Texas for their work. 

Newspaper advist,rs submit their students' work to be 
judged in competition within four divisions against other 
students' editorials, sports stories, news stories, political 
cartoons, and page layout and design. 

COM, with a student body of 3,500, competes in Divi
sion 3 (3,000-7,449 students) alongside Angelo State Uni
versity, Kilgore College, Tarleton University, University 
of Dallas and University of Houston-Clear Lake. 

The 2002 TIPA awards mark the 44th awarded to Inter
COM since Lowery began submitting work in 1987. 
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Reception honors 
outstanding teacher 
Continued from Pag~ 1 

Houston-Clear Lake, she began teaching as an adjunct 
instructor at COM. 

Watford tries to make her classes interesting. She draws 
students into the discussions and makes the learning 
experience interactive. In addition she loves to see her 
students develop critical thinking skills. 

Johnson, who has been teaching cosmetology at COM 
for nine years, comes from a family of cosmetologists. 
Her grandmother-and mother are cosmetologists, and her 
daughter graduated from the COM cosmetology school. 

O'Connor, who has been teaching graphic arts at COM 
since 1997, also has been a finalist for the last three years, 
and she also is a former student at COM. 

Boyd, who teaches piano, always tries to be a really 
good role model for his students. He has been at COM 
since 1996. What made him interested in music was hav
ing a really good role model, his grandmother. 

Dr. Dikeocha, who has been at COM since September 
2002, has two doctoral degrees from the University of 
Perugia in Italy. Originally Nigerian, but Italian by adop
tion, he always knew that science was for him. He doesn't 
want his students to wake up dreading to come to his class, 
so he tries to make them excited about learning. 

The students who comprised the student selection com
mittee were Unique Losh, Theresa Kotrla, Paulo Castillo, 
Carla Ainsworth, Amos Jaramillo and Tracey Ayala. 
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Elzena Reyna and Jimmy Rodriguez fr:om the Amigos Team, participate in a game called "The Earth is 
Fragile," during COM's Earth Day festival sponsored by the SAB on April 22. Four teams competed in 
various events._ Two teams tied for first ptace: the Socialist Mexicans, with Linda Aguilar, Antonio Aguirre, 
Eugene Garcia and Kelly Norman; and the Old Folks, with Deric Griffin, Eric Griffin, Michael Gordon and 
Leif Marquez. The Socialist Mexicans each received a $10 gift certificate to Lowe's and the Old Folks each 
received a $10 gift certificate to Wal-Mart. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

COM skills USA-Vocational Industrial Clubs raffle bike 
The College-of the Mainland high school Skills USA

Vocational Industrial Clubs of America program is raf
fling a three~wheel bicycle. 
· The bicycle, valued at more than $350, is on display in 
the entrance of the TechnicalNocational Building, clos
est to the Child Development Lab playground. 

The bike is a blue E-Z Roll Regal with a white basket 
behind the seat. 

Raffle tickets cost $3 each and may be purchased in 
the K-12 or Technical Education offices in the Technical/ 

Vocational Building, next to the Nursing Office. 
The winning ticket will be drawn Thursday, May 22, · 

by either Skills USA-VICA President Dan Jones, a full
time high school welding teacher, who also teaches weld
ing at COM as an adjunct instructor, or one of the stu
dents in the K-12 offices. 

The winner will be notified by phone if he or she can
not attend the drawing. 

The money raised will go toward district, state and na
tional competitions. 

• 
At the competitions studerus are able to compete in their 

trade, such as automotive. 
This year the VICA program hosted the district compe

tition at COM. 
This organization helps students develop leadership 

skills and knowledge in their trade for their future ca
reers. 

For more information about the-program, call Renea 
Campbell, director of K-12 Partnerships, ·at (409) 938-
1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 110. 

Art Professor Greenwalt inspires students to pursue their artistic talent 
ByMICHAELJENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland art Professor Mark Greenwalt 
says his life revolves around his family and students, but 
most of all his art. 

Greenwalt, who has been teaching full time at COM 
for three years, was never really into art as a child. His 
first love was science. Greenwalt, born in 1961 in•Dallas, 
attended Dallas Independent School District where he was 
placed in an advanced biology program in 1979 studying 
ancient life forms of animals, such as rats and mice, as 
well as other forms of mammals in paleontology. 

After the biology program, Greenwalt attended Brook 
Haven Community College in the Dallas area. After his 
first year there he transferred to Stephen F. Austin Uni
versity in Nacogdoches, where he majored in biology. 

At SFA he also took art classes as electives and met 
and married Kristen· Carlson, who has been his wife for 
17 years. In biology he found his talent for art. 

As he drew the animals for class, he became more in
terested in art than in biology. Greenwalt then started 
working on his paintings and drawings in the 24-hour art 
studio located on campus. 

In 1984 he received a bachelor's degree in fine arts. He 
had a one-man show at 610 East 10th Street Gallery lo
cated in Oak Cliff fa Dallas where his paintings were on 
display. 

Greenwalt also went to graduate school at SFA where 
he taught an internship and worked on his art in his own 
studio work space. He .also taught art ai a graduate assis
tant. Of that experience he said the next level of learning 

is teaching and becoming an assistant. 
After he earned his master of fine arts degree, Greenwalt 

and his wife moved to New York City. There he attended 
the Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, which is near Bedford
Stuyvesant, a rough part of town. 

He had interesting jobs in New York assisting "big blue 
chip" artists such as Nancy Graves at the Knoedler Gal
lery, where he also worked as an assistant registrar. He 
also handled and hung artwork for Robert Motherwell, 
whose paintings are auctioned at almost $1 million. 

In 1993 Greenwalt, his wife and two children, Sydney 
14 and Taylor 11, moved from New York to Dallas so that 
his wife coul_d be closer to her family: There he began 

· working in the Dallas Gallery of Fine Arts. 
When his wife found a job at University ofTexas Medi

cal Branch in Galveston, they moved to Galveston and he 
started working at the Houston Art Gallery with Sally 
Sprout, a Houston art dealer who owned a gallery on 
Westheimer. Greenwalt worked several shows with Sprout 
at the art gallery. When he left Sprout in 1998, he started 
teaching in a museum class at the Houston Glassell School 
of Fine Arts. Greenwalt also began teaching adjunct classes 
at the University of Houston, Rice University and COM. 

In addition tp teaching, Greenwalt sent his artwork to 
galleries, such 'as the Hooks-Epstein Gallery in the Hous
ton area where his paintings were on display. 

Greenwalt said COM is one of the best schools he has 
ever taught at. He explained that at UH and Rice there is 
hardly any diversity in comparison to COM. He believes 
a huge diversity of students is extremely good for stu
dents and teachers. "Students and teachers can teach and 
learn from one another," he said. 

Some of the students Greenwalt has taught at COM have 
entered their artwork in shows in various museums in the 
Houston area and also at the Art Institute of Houston. 

In May, Greenwalt will have a one-person show at the 
Art Museum of Southeast Texas in Beaumont, a solo ex
hibition in the Hooks-Epstein Gallery in Houston and his 
work will be part of a group show at the Contemporary 
Art Museum in Houston. 

Mark Greenwalt views a painting exhibited during the 
Fine Arts Festival. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

.. 
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What's Happening 

COM particl_pants in the second annual Community College Aerospace Scholars program hosted by NASA are 
(top left) Professor Herman Trivilino, Brian Robinson, Robert Mills, Eddie Corcoran and Aaron Koerner; (bottom 
left) Helen Rikard, Melissa Lingerfelt, Selma Kishwar and Sherilyn Berthet. Students from across Texas Inter
acted with one another as they learned about leadership skills. (Photo by Herman Trivllino) 

COM Aerospace Scholars learn teamwork 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Managing Editor 

Eight students from College of the Mainland partici
pated in the second annual Community College Aerospace 
Scholars program hosted by NASA's Johnson Space Cen
ter April 6-8. Helen Rikard, Melissa Lingerfelt, Selma 
Kishwar, Sherilyn Berthet, Brian Robinson, Robert Mills, 
Eddie Corcoran and Aaron Koerner along with physics 
Professor Herman Trivilino volunteered to participate in 
the two-day program. 

The Community College Aerospace Scholars program 
offers more than 200 community college students from 
across Texas the opportunity to interact with one another 
as they learn more about careers in science and engineer
ing while developing leadership and teamworking skills 
necessary for the workforce. 

Students from various community colleges are divided 
into six teams, each designated by a color, and establish 
fictional companies interested in Mars exploration. Ac-

. cording to Lingerfelt, a NASA Aerospace Scholar par
ticipant and a bio-chemical major at COM, the teams first 
had to choose a project engineer who was in charge of the 
entire group. Each team also was assigned a full-time 
NASA employee and a faculty adviser, who took passive 
roles and were there strictly to answer students' questions. 

Under the guidance of the project engineer, each group 
had three tasks to complete. Each team was instructed to 
build a working robot that could perform on a track as 
well as be able to collect and analyze rocks from Mars. 
Each group had to give a final presentation to the others. 

Trivilino explained each team was awarded points based 
on the quality and output of work. The teams could use 
the money as a mock budget to purchase other items 
needed to construct a Mars Rover. At the end of the two
day session, the team which produced the best Mars Ro~er 
and used the least amount of money won the contest. 

"It just so happens I was on the white team and the white 
team won," Trivilino said. "It was total coincidence." 

Dr. Trivilino explained the program wasn't really a con
test. It focused more on teaching students how to cooper
ate with one another and what. it may be like to try and 
petition a contract job with NASA. "In the spirit of the 
process, the prize incentive was minimal," Trivilino said. 

The Aerospace Scholars program is in its second year 
and is part of'NASA's outreach program to help promote 
public support for the space program and a possible fu
ture mission to Mars .• Any student interested in future 
Aerospace Scholar program activities can receive more 
information by visiting NASA's Web site at <http:// 
aerospacescholars.j sc. nasa. gov>. 

30th ·cinco de Mayo celebration held at COM 
ByDANIEL K. LAI 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland's annual Cinco de Mayo Fi
esta kicked off May 1 during College Hour. 

A communitywide program was held at COM on Sun
day, May 4, which included Ballads of the Mexican Revo
lution performed by the Mariachi Los Gallitos while spec
tators enjoyed a rice, refried beans and tamale dinner. 

The event was the 30th Cinco de Mayo celebration 
COM history professor, Dr. Manuel Urbina II, has orga
nized. He established it in 1974 to create a link between 
COM and the Mexican-American community. 

The evening celebration included· a speech by the 
Mexican Ambassador Eduardo lbarrola Nicolin and a 
performance of Mexican Folkloric dances performed by 
the Ballet Folk.lorico Fiesta Mexicana de Texas City di
rected by Hilda Torres and Lupita Betancourt following 
an official welcome by President Homer "Butch" Hayes. 

The May 1 fiesta, held in the breezeway of the Learn-

ing Resources Center, was jointly sponsored by the COM 
Amigos and the Student Activities Board. 

Students, faculty and staff enjoyed everything from a 
free taco luncheon sponsored by the SAB to competing in 
various contests, while Tejano disc jockey Ernie Gonzales 
played traditional Mexican fiesta music. 

COM students Patrick Harris, Jeff Pattison and Ryan 
Chapman took home first, second and third place, respec
tively, for the jalapeno eating contest which involved 
downing five large jalapenos. Other events included a Best 
Tasting (homemade) Salsa Contest in which Amanda 
Garza and COM police officer Willy Huerta won. 

Tlie highlight of the •afternoon was a Grito (a high
pitched screech done to music) Contest. 

Volunteers donned a traditonal Mexican sombrero and 
a novelty mustache, then cued by Gonzales, they let out a 
scream. When the music stopped and the eardrums stopped 
ringin·g, COM students Glenedea Paul and Aundra 
Hawkins placed first and second, and COM Strategic En
rollment Team Coordinator Jimmy Ramos placed third. 

People Speak Out 
I' 
1 By Michael Navarro and Jessica Robertson 

l 
Iraq is home to many oil fields and other re-

r sources, such as petrochemicals, water, wheat, , 
barley, rice, dates, cotton, cattle and sheep. . 

War is a costly commitment and often can hurt 
or help a country's economy . . Now that the war in 
Iraq is winding down, IntetCOM asked, "How do 
you think it will affect our economy?" 
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COM bas a new police chief 
See Page 3 

Catch a classic film 
SeePage5 

M~t the next Stevie Ray Vaughn 
See Page 7 
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A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

H3:yes addresses 
financial situation 
By JESSICA ROBERTSON 
Assistant Editor 

The rumors you've been hearing that College of the 
Mainland has financial problems are true, and the situa
tion may get worse. 

The biggest issue facing the college right now; said Lisa 
O'Neal, vice president for College and Financial Services, 
is a legal decision against the school, awarding the BP 
Refinery in Texas City approximately $2 million by the 
fourth quarter of 2004. COM must also prepare for a soft
ware and hardware update in the coming years, costing 
nearly $1.5 million, O'Neal said. 

~st year 's reduction of $448,000 in state appropria
tions, which fund the college along with tuition and taxes,. 
also decreased the budget. 

College president, Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes, held a 
town meeting on Sept. 25 to address these issues and keep 
the campus informed about COM's financial situation. 

The meeting, held during College Hour {12:30-1:30 
p.m.) in the Fine Arts Recital Hall, drew nearly 71 staff 
a <i ulty members. 

See Changes Page 6 

COM president, Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes, discusses the financial state of the college at a town meeting Sept. 25 
mt FJ rts Recital Hall, Approximately-71 staff and faculty attended to hear Hayes address a software and 
hardware update, a retirement incentive plan and the school's BP Refinery debt. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

Current budget crisis forces InterCQM newspaper t~ raise funds 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO a~d 
JESSICA ROBERTSON 
Managing Editor and Assistant Editor 

For the past three decades, InterCOM, the College of 
the Mainland student newspaper, has provided the com
munity· with an in-depth look at campus news. 

InterCOM, a traditional print newspaper with a circu
lation of 5,000 copies, allows readers to pick up a paper 
at various locations on campus and in Galveston County. 
Due to budget cuts and lack of funding, the colleg_e now 

COM student Richard Joseph Frederick loans Brazil
ian artifacts for an exhibit in the library. This display 
is in conjunction with National Hispanic Heritage 
Month, Sept. 15-Oct. 15. (Photo by Tara Land) 

will pay for only one printed issue per semester. 
"They're looking at every little thing in the budget 

campuswide that can be cut and figured that since an 
online newspaper would be·free, they could eliminate the 
cost of a printed paper," said Professor Asirid H. Lowery, 
who has been the InterCOM adviser for 17 years. 

As a result, InterCO¥ win be online beginning with 
the current issue at <http://www.com.edu/intercom> by 
the end of October. Because InterCOM has not tradition
ally received sufficient funding to purchase the required 
hardware and software, the online newspaper will be main-

tained by COM webmaster Peter Lares, not the journal
ism students. Lares plans to format the online paper simi
larly to the press releases' posted on the college's Web 
site, so initially it may not retain a newspaper design. 

To preserve the printed newspaper, the InterCOM must 
raise funds to print the two acfditional issues per semes
ter. An eight-page issue costs approximately $700, and a 
12-page issue costs approximately $1,000. The lnterCOM 
staff members are selling display advertisements and clas
sified ads to raise these funds. The display ad prices vary, 

See lnterCOM Page 5 

Student loans Brazilian artifacts for exhibit 
By JESSICA ROBERTSON 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland is observing National Hispanic 
Heritage Month from Sept. 15 to Oct. ·15 with a video· 
presentation and a display in the library. 

The COM Multi-Culture Team is sponsoring an ex
hibit of Brazilian artifacts displayed in the library during 
this month. All artifacts are on loan from COM student 
Richard Joseph Frederick. 

During his two years of living in Brazil as a mission
ary for the Church of Latter Day Saints,.Frederick col
lected Brazilian money (pronounced "hey-al"), photo~ 
graphs of typical Brazilians as well as of their beautiful 
country, precious stones, traditional art and Brazilian 
music. Although his service work for the church kept him 
"really busy," Frederick spent• most of his fr,ee time ex
ploring "the parks and malls of the country." 

When approached by history professor, Dr. Manuel 
Urbina, to lend his collection of Brazilian objects to the 

display, Frederick eagerly agreed to participate. 
Also on-display in the exhibit are a Portuguese-English 

dictionary and a Portuguese Bible as well as various boo~ 
about Brazilian history. The country's flag aHd map are 
prominently featured along with Frederick's artifacts. 

Originally initiated by the U.S. Congress as National 
Hispanic Heritage Week more than 20 years ago, the cel
ebration was expanded to a month in 1989. This time 
period was selected to coincide with various Latin Ameri
can celebrations of independence. 

During this month Americans celebrate Hispanic cul
tures and achievements by honoring Independence Day 
(Sept. 15) for Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Hon
duras, Nicaragua; (Sept. 16) Mexican Independence Day; 
and El Dia de la Raza (Columbus Day) Oct. 12. 

National Hispanic Heritage Month has been celebrated 
for 13 years at COM. Past festivities have included dis
plays of authentic 17th century Spanish relics, a program 
about Cesar Chavez and the California farmworker's 
struggle, folkloric dancing and panel discussions. 

• 
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Editorials/News 

Musicians' views 
ignite protests 

Daniel K. Lai 

Every once in awhile someone prominent in the 
entertainment industry voices an opinion and takes a 
stand on .a controversial issue. More often than not these 
comments are misinterpreted by the American public 
who are quick to label musicians, actors and entertainers 
anti-Christian or in the.Dixie Chicks' case, unpatriotic. 

The Dixie Chicks came under heavy fire for a 
statement made at one of their concerts after the 
president's declaration of war on Iraq. Dixie Chick 
Natalie Maines said at a concert in England they were 
"embarrassed President Bush is from Texas," their home 
state. 

As a musician I decided to address the forms of 
protest some Americans use, such as burning CDs, 
albums, T-shirts and other tour merchandise. 

Smoking outside vehicle subject to fine I understand Americans have a right to freedom of, 
speech, but burning CDs in protest of what someone 
says seems ridiculously childish. 

By ROBERT A. McLEMORE 
Staff Reporter 

Many students on the College of the Mainland campus 
can't seem to find the right place to smoke a cigarette 
due to all the signs prohibiting smoking. Campus police 
have given students citations for smoking in the parking 
lots while walking to class, which has prompted curios
ity about the "no smoking" policy at COM. 

Campus Police Chief E.W. Carr said, "College of the 
Mainland is a tobacco-free institution." He then pointed 
out the boundaries and rules that one must follow. · 

"Smoking is allowed inside your private vehicle if it is 
located in an approved designated parking area." When 
asked about those who ride motorcycles or bicycles, Carr 
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said, "As long as the owner is sitting on the bike," he or 
she may smoke. He added, "You are permitted to smoke 
if you are no further than 10 feet from the streets or roads 
around the grounds." 

Those who own trucks may smoke in the bed of their 
truck but never on the tailgate. 

Fines for tobacco policy violations for students and col
lege employees are $25 for the first violation and $50 for 
the second. A third violation will result in referral to the 
college president for disciplinary action up to and includ
ing expulsion from the college. 

"Think before you light up," Carr said. "Consider your 
surroundings and the consequences of your actions." He 
said this after returning from his own "smoke break." 

Students wh~ :,vish to smoke between ~lasses or on their 
lunch breaks need to be familiar with the rules and guide
lines of the policy found on Page 21 of in the 2003-2004 
Student Handbook. The handbook is available at the In
formation Des\( in the Administration Building. 

For more information or to simply voice your opinion 
about the rules, contact Carr at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 
1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 403. 

InterCOM display ad rates 
The InterCOM monthly display ad rates can be obtained 

from the InterCOM newsroom in the LRC, Room L-246, 
from an InterCOM staff member or via e-mail at 
<intercom_ ed itor@yahoo.com>. 

The incident with the Dixie Chicks parallels the 
Beatles' record burnings of the '60s when John Lennon 
was misinterpreted and quoted as saying the Beatles 
were bigger than Jesus Christ. The banning of both the 
Beatles and the Dixie Chicks' music in stores and on 
radio stations and the ensuing record-burning parties 
grew to such an extreme that both groups were forced to 
explain in interviews that they weren't directly attacking 
religion (the Beatles) or Bush (the Dixie Chicks.) 

Perhaps some people think burning CDs and albums 
of outspoken artists makes the artists' ideas and state
ments magically disappear. These people should realize 
they are both unpatriotic (burning things that contain 
ideas one disagrees with is a trademark of fascism) and 
counterproductive. Protests such as these only focus the 
media more intently on the artist. 

What aggravates me is that many Americans seem 
unwilling to tolerate anything other than total agreement 
with their leaders. I believe they have r_epressed doubts 
about their beliefs and are afraid their arguments against 
government policy are frivolous. 

Why is this topic relevant today since the incident 
with the Dixie Chicks happened several months ago? 
The DJxie Chicks have yet to regain the success they 
enjoyed before their comments about the president. 
Although we still support our troops, support for 
President Bush's obsessiop with Iraq is dwindling, and it 
continues to raise eyebrows since Bush declared the war 
over in May. One must ask why are we still over there? 

The American empire 

Jorge's Store of Many· Things * www.jorge_.itcstore.co111 * 
0 Ch 0 

is rolling across the 
world, much like the 
ancient Roman empire, 
and while our troops file 
across foreign deserts to 
plunder for riches, the 
imperial capital (Wash
ington) becomes a snake 
pit and Americans have 
become bloated, self
indulgent zombies, 
ignoring everything that 
makes them feel bad. 
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We must not fall into 
the trap of conformity, 
which is a virus. We 
can't keep nodding our 
heads in agreement. 
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Students for Christ club 
observes See You at the Pole 
By TARA LAND 
Staff Reporter 

Taking place around schools -since 1990, See You at 
the Pole has rapidly become an annual tradition that grows 
with followers each year. 

See You at the Pole was started by students in Burleson, 
Texas, on Sept. 12, 1990. At the first See You at the Pole, 
more than 45,000 students met at school flagpoles to pray. 
By the next year this number grew to over a million. 

COM Students for Christ president, Leif Marquez, and . 
' secretary, Myia Joiner, began this year's pole service on 
Sept. 17, with a story about being consumed by Christ. 
After the story, Students for Christ adviser, Tammy 
Stafford, led the prayer, inviting each student and faculty 
member to address what he or she wished to pray for. 

Following the 7 a.m. service Stafford invited everyone 
involved to meet in the Gym lobby for breakfast. 

For those who could not make it at 7 a.m., Students for 
Christ hcld a second prayer at noon. Stafford began with 
a prayer and again asked for requests from students and 
faculty. After Stafford recited the Lord's Prayer, she in
vited all participants to the Gym lobby for refreshments. 

Students for Christ also held a service at the Gazebo 
on Sept. 11 to remember the lives lost in the World Trade 
Center and their surviving loved ones. During the ser
vice, Students for Christ also prayed for the firefighters, 
police and EMT cadets at COM. 

Students for Christ is an interdenomination~l organi
zation dedicated to helping students understand Jesus 
Christ. The club meets every second and fourth Tuesday 
of the month at 12:30 in the Gym, Room P-118. 

Starting in October club members will study The Prayer 
ofJabez, a book by Bruce Wilkinson, about Jabez's prayer 
in the book of E~odus in the Bible. 

For additional information about the Students for Christ 
club, contact Tammy Stafford at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll 
free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 417. 

Leadership conference Nov. 7-8 
The University of Houston-Clear Lake Student 

Leadership Institute will hold its 7th Annual Stu
dent Leadership Conference Nov. 7-8. Keynote 
speaker Brendan Burchard is the author of The Stu
dent Leadership Guide. 

Registration fees are $30 per person for early 
registration, on or before Oct. 17, and $40 per per
son for registration after Oct. 17. 

Butch Carr, recently appointed chief of police for 
COM's Police Team, has been Involved with the law 
enforcement program at COM for 1 o years as an in
structor, nighttime coordinator and team leader. 

(Photo by Alice P. Campbell) 

InterCOM, October 2003, Page 3 

The Chinese Golden Dragon Acrobats perform a routine called Twirling Plates during a show Sept. 22 in the COM 
Gym, sponsored by the Student Activities Board. (Photo by Tara Land) 

Acrobats perform amazing feats with ease 
By PEARSON LUBRANO 
Staff Reporter 

Five minutes to show time. Both sets of bleachers and 
folding chairs placed over half-court were still filling with 
enthusiasts. They came to the Gym at College of the Main
land Monday, Sept. 22, to see The Chinese Golden Dragon 
Acrobats, sponsored by the Student Activities Board. 

The single performance scheduled for 7-8:30 p.m. was 
delayed about 20 minutes because a line of eager, ex
cited and fairly patient people reached from the ticket 
table in the Gym lobby to the Fine Arts Building. 

The show, approximately 16 features, was divided into 
five acts. Performances in the first act included body con
tortion as well as juggling and balancing various objects 
with feet, hands and heads. At one point one of the per
formers juggled a large, wide-mouthed, 26-pound ceramic 
vase, allowing it to fly high above and then land on his 
shoulders, swallowing his head with a loud, percussive 
thump. The audience seemed to find that stunt both shock
ing and funny. 

The second act featured spirited, colorful dances, some 
of which combined elements of tai chi, kung fu and ka
rate. What became evident is how extraordinarily disci
plined and coordinated these acrobats are. 

The audience of more than 6~ecause of safety con
siderations for both acrobats and audience-was con
tained within an area of approximately half of the avail-

able bleacher space. The acrobats negotiated around a large 
rectangular mat, centered in their half-court sized perfor
mance space, all the while maintaining a moving circle 
on bicycles while mounting and dismounting, sometimes 
while they were upside down. What was a little hair rais
ing at one point was seeing at least eight to 10 of the 12 
performers all riding in a circle on one cyq.e, holding flags 
from outstretched arms, flanking both sides of the bike 
while simultaneously riding three people high. 

There was a constant change of costumes throughout 
the show, along with a variety of upbeat, inspiring tradi
tional Chinese and contemporary American music. 

The audience showed no hesitation in clapping along 
with the music several times, and the performers received 
at least six standing ovations throughout. 

When asked about their favorite parts of the show, some 
children replied the Chinese Lions, huge, colorful two-
man costumed Lions with large, expressive eyes and 
mouths, who gave the impression of being almost real. 

When they're not setting up, performing, breaking down 
or signing autographs, the acrobats are on the road travel
ing from one venue to the next. They're currently on a 
nationwide tour of the United States, which began in Janu
ary. The troupe has appeared over the past 25 years in all 
50 states and more than 65 countries, including perfor
mances at the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C., and 
Caesar's Palace in Atlantic City, N.J. They're due to re
turn to China in May. 

Carr appointed chief of Police Team at COM 
By ALICE P. CAMPBELL 
Staff Reporter 

Butch Carr, team leader of College of the Mainland 
Police Team, officially became chief of police Sept. 8. 

The COM Board of Trust~es swore Carr in and ap
pointed him the title in a short and _casual ceremony in 
the Board Room in the Administration Building. 

Having been a key contributor to the law enforcement 
program at COM for the past 10 years, Carr is known and 
respected at the college. 

The 54-year-old Carr has been in law enforcement since 
1971 when he was a patrolman for the Galveston Police 

• Department. Twenty-two years later Carr felt "burned out" 
at Galvestcnt and started a new career as a law enforce
ment instructor at COM. He then advanced to nighttime 
coordinator of the COM Police Academy and by 1994 
was encouraged to become a campus police officer.· 

Carr has been team leader of the COM Police Team for 
the past three years, so he doesn ' t feel that being named 
police chief changes his job in any way. He still has the 
same duties he had before and feels that most people on 
campus have the same respect they have always had for 

him. "It's just a title," he said. The title does have a pur
pose as far as accountability goes. As chief of police, Carr • 
is officially accountable for all leadership decisions made 
by the Police Team. • 

There are 14 police officers on the team: six full-time 
and eight part-time, and they are always on duty, 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week. 

Still, some students don't consider COM police offic
ers "real" police officers. Carr believes that his new title · 
will make students more aware of the fact that COM po
lice officers are real police officers, given authority by 
the state of Texas to uphold the law. 

Carr doesn 't see much change in the future for the Po
lice Team. Due to the budget crisis at COM and the "hir
ing freeze," there will be no e'xpansion of the Police Team. 
"We have had one opening for a while, but it won ' t get 
filled for a long time," he said. 

As for his future, Carr is not looking at retirement yet. 
He plans to stay at COM and do the same job he's been 
doing for years. 

For any questions regarding the COM Police Team, con
tact Carr at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free at 1 (888) 258-
8857, Ext. 403. For emergencies,.dial Ext. 599. 
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Student finds keys 
to success at COM 
By JESSICA ROBERTSON 
Assistant Editor 

Whether agonizing over an English paper in the Writ
ing Center or stressing before an algebra test in the Math 
Lab, people of various ages, backgrounds_ and walks of 
life find common ground as students at College of the 
Mainland. 

Unique Losh, a sophomore at COM, found success .af
ter a bad experience at a previous community college . • After receiving her EMT cutification at a school in Cali-
fornia in 1997, Losh planned to take basic courses, such 
as English and math, at another college but "failed miser
ably." 

"I had been in a community college before I came to 
COM, so this time I researched schools," Losh said. 
"Through word-of-mouth from friends, I chose COM." 

Friends brought her to COM, but it is the positive atti
tude of faculty and staff that have kept her here. Losh 
_§aid one of her favorite things about COM besides the 
scenic atmosphere and "the ducks in the pond" is the sup
port from her teachers. 

"Compared to other schools and even COM when I first 
started )lere, the faculty and students are really close right 
now," Losh said. 

Losh named Dr. Nd Dikeocha and Professor Marilynn 
Kish-Molina of the Science Team as two especially influ
ential teachers in her time at COM. 

Other teachers, like psychology Professor Alice Wat
ford and sociology professor Dr. Margaret Caylor, inspired • 
Losh to change her major from elementary education to 
social work. 

"Mrs. Caylor, especially, really pushed me in the direc
tion of social work, which is where I feel like I belong," 
Losh explained. 

Losh also credits her success at COM to clinics co-spon-

COM student Unique Losh balances her busy schedule with clubs such as COM Amigos, Student Government 
and Student Activities Board. She also serves as a part-time COM Ambassador. (Photo by Jessica Robertson) 

sored by Career Services and the Student Activities Board 
as well as other support services. 

"The Math Lab has been a tremendous help!" Losh said. 
Assistance from tutors and videos in the lab helped her to 

_ overcome math anxiety. 
After finding such success at COM, Losh wanted to 

participate in school activities. She is a member of the 
SAB and the COM Amigos and serves as a part-time COM 
Ambassador. ·Losh also was elected vice president of the 
Student Government this semester. 

"The reason I ran for vice president was because I 
wanted to bring the students and the faculty even closer." 

_Losh plans to attend COM through fall 2004 but has no 
time for a break then. 

She has been accepted to Stephen F. Austin University, 
Nacogdoches, and will pursue her bachelor's and master's 
degrees there. 

Like man·y other students, Losh credits the faculty, staff 
and programs at COM with helping her to overcome a 
negative attitude ~bout education and to achieve her goals. 

Local artist's installation exhibit takes viewers on journey 
By PEARSON LUBRANO 
Staff Reporter 

When you were a child, did you ever visit a relative's 
house, where there was one room or several rooms you 
couldn't or wouldn't go into-because the upholstered 

Sam Reyes (left) and Rick Allen observe the falling of 
the leaves on the piece titled, "Compost." The piece 
signifies memory loss. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

furniture was covered in hard, uninviting, clear plastic? 
Baytown resident and studio artist Elena Lopez-Poirot 

knows exactly what that's all about. This graduate of the 
University of Texas at Austin and the University of Hous
ton had an installation as part of her exhibit in the Col
lege of the Mainland Art Gallery in the Fine Arts Build
ing Sept. 2 through Oct. 10 that literally invited you in
side-as well as to explore and touch. 

"Una Jornada" (A Journey), one of more than 10 works 
in her exhibition Recuerdos Que Perduran (loosely trans
lated Memories that Last), is enclosed behind an 8 foot 
high, solid black curtain wall, occupying two comers of 
the gallery, measuring more than 20 feet diagonally across 
and more than 8 feet deep. 

You can even hear this installation from outside the 
gallery doors. From behind the dark curtains are occa
sional sounds of birds chirping peacefully, along with the 
relaxing steady sound of some type of water stream. Then 
unexpectedly there is the sound of a ringing telephone 
(the old fashioned Bell model from the 1940s and later). 
Sometimes the phone is answered by a young girl who 
says nothing other than "Hello," followed sometimes by 
the sound of the phone handset being returned to its cradle. 

Poirot doesn't always agree that "art" should be seen 
and not heard--or touched, handled or explored. In a note 
posted near the installation's entrance, she invites gallery 
patrons 1'to escape reality for a few moments," and "take 
time to investigate; take your shoes off or leave them on; 
sit down and rest for a while, or keep walking." 

COM student and part-time gallery attendant, Amber 
Palmer, said: "My first impression was that of a forest. 
The sight, sound and smell of it. It was really relaxing. I 
was tempted to take off my shoes." She added, "Most 
everybody I've seen walking into the (installation) comes 
out looking like they've had a total makeover." 

,, 

Mounted high above the floor, from an opposite comer 
is a tree branch titled, "Compost," which shares some simi
larity with "Jomada," but focuses on another of Poirot's 
major themes. Suspended below the tree branch are pieces 
of paper cut into the shape of various leaves. These 
"leaves," suspended in the air by thin wires hanging from 
the branch, actually are photos of people alone and with 
family or friends, or of automobiles or houses, by them
selves or with people next to them. Gallery visitors will 
notice more "leaves" scattered on the carpet below. 

Viewing the entire "Compost" piece from top to bot
tom, the thought sooner or later occurs that, even though 
this is a static display, not moving images on a television, 
the "leaves" suspended below the branch are really "fall
ing" to the ground. Thus, at least three major themes of 
Poirot's work are expressed: "Life takes us on a journey, 
often maze-like (the "Jomada"), where we have little con
trol over the direction we travel," and "letters and photos 
are a means for reflection" because life and our accompa
nying memories often seem, according to Poirot, to be 
"ephemeral." Poirot aims for us to become aware ,that 
because we are living a~d growing, we are in constant 
transformation, as are our families. 

We are born into one family, and as we grow and ma
ture, we create new families of our own that eventually 
replaces our original family. Yet, it's possible to maintain 
a connection from one generation to the next. 

While we all eventually grieve over the loss of ~hose 
who come before us, we have the means to reflect, honor 
and appreciate them-and tie them and ourselves to those 
who follow us. "Compost" illustrates the natural, ephem
eral quality of our lives and memories-they eventually 
fade away, not unlike fallen (and falling) autumn leaves. 
"Mama's Dress" and "Enduring!' are three-dimensional 
means of connecting one generation to the next. 



James Shippy, associate vice president of Student Services, accepts a plaque during a party held in his honor. 
Members of the Student Activities Board and Student Government gathered in the Sunroom of the Student 
Center during College Hour (12:30-1 :30 p.m.) Oct. 2 to wish Shippy well on his move to the Houston Community 
College District. (Photo by Jessica Robertson) 

InterCOM struggles to sustain program 
Continued from Page 1 ----------
but the minimum purchase is $25 for a business card
sized ad. 

Businesses wishing to be corporate sponsors can re~ 
ceive a full page ad, their logo on the top of the front 
page and an indication of their sponsorship at the top of 
each additional page. 

Classified ads are $1 per line with a minimum of a $3 
purchase. Display ad rates can be picked up at the Inter
COM newsroom in the Learning Resources Center, Room 
L-246. 

In addition to advertisement, the InterCOM staff and 
the Graphic Arts Club will hold a joint garage sale Fri
day, Oct. 17, and Saturday, Oct. 18, on campus from 9 

a.m. to 1 p.m. in Parking Lot A in front of the Student 
Center, by Eckert Lake close to Amburn Road. 

InterCOM is one of the few remaining college student 
publications in the area. Lack of funding caused by the 
economic climate and subsequent state funding cuts in 
education led to the demise of journalism programs at 
San Jacinto and Lee College. 

"My journalism students are working hard to keep our 
printed paper alive," Lowery said. "They believe in the 
importance of a printed newspaper, and l believe in them." 

For additional information about ad rates, the garage 
sale or helping to fund the InferCOM, contact the Inter
COM at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free at 1 (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 314, or via e-mail at <intercom_editor@yahoo.com>. 

Ambassadors prepare students for COM 
By APRIL CLARDY 
Staff Reporter 

For the past two years, a group of current and former 
College of the Mainland students, known as the COM 
Ambassadors, have visited Galveston County high schools 
to tell students what COM has to offer them. 

The purpose of the Ambassadors is to represent the col- · 
lege positively, by recruiting new students or assisting 
the Strategic Management Team with retention efforts. 

' 

&arage Sale 
• Friday, Oct. 17 & Saturday, Oct. 18 

9 a.m. to f p.m. 

• Located at College of the Mainland 
campus Parking LotA (by the lake). 

Proceeds to benefit lnterCOM and the Graphic Arts Club 

Since the Ambassadors were organized, COM has seen 
an improvement in enrollment. The number of credit stu
dents this fall is 3,991, an increase of 8.6 percent from 
last fall when 3,628 students were registered. 

The Ambassadors work hard throughout the year do
ing various jobs, such as attending community events, 
throwing a recruitment drive at Mall of the Mainland twice 
a year, serving as tour guides during New Student Orien
tation and visiting local high schools. 

Having the Ambassadors visit the high schools is a 
goo'd idea simply because the high school students have 
someone closer to their age speaking to them, which 
makes them more interested in what COM has to offer. 

The Ambassadors' newest project is the On-Line Stu
dent Orientation, which can be 
found at the COM Web site: <http://www.com.edu>. This 
helps new students who are not able to participate in on
campus orientations become familiar with the college. 
Included on this Web site is an interactive Q&A feature 
in which the Ambassadors post the answers to COM stu
dents' questions pertaining to the college. 

The Ambassadors are employees of the college. They 
are required to be at least 18, be current or former COM 
students, have a positive attitude, have good people skills 
and have a flexible schedule. 

A new Ambassador enters on the first level of a three
tier system, in which the student can work his or her way 
up while training. Ambassadors generally work five to 
seven hours a week and are paid between $8 and $12.50 
an hour. 

If you enjoy working in a fun environment and meet
ing different people, pick up an application in the Ad
ministration Building, Roo~ A-146. If you have any ques
tions calJ Mara Smith, Retention coordinator, at ( 409) 938-
1211 or toll free at 1 (888) 258-8857, Ext. 660, or contact 
Jimmy Ramos, college representative, at Ext. 661. 
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Film series exposes 
public to classics 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Cartoonist 

For true classic film aficionados, the Sewell-Naranjo
Kessler Great Films Ser.ies at College of the Mainland 
promises to feature pure cinematic gold. 

The series, which began in March, was created and or
ganized by Social and Behavioral Sciences Team profes
sors, Dr. Steven Sewell and Rafael Naranjo, and Special
ist Media Service Team/Media Technician Walter Kessler. 

"We came up with the idea for the series last fall (2002) 
through casual conversation," Sewell said. "We were sit
ting around discussing these great films that were influ
ential in our society, and it just went from there." 

The film series is held the first friday of each month at 
7 p.m. in the Learning Resources Center Auditorium, L-
131. Popcorn and sodas are for sale before the films from 
members of the COM Amigos. 

The next film, Rebel Without a Cause, will be screened 
Nov. 7, ;lnd stars James Dean as an angst-ridden young 
man with a troubled past, who finds both friends and en
emies when he arrives in a new town. 

This will be followed Dec. 5 by the popular 1956 sci
ence fiction movie Forbidden Planet starring Leslie 
Nielson and Robby the Robot. 

The first film in the series was the vintage World War I 
drama, Paths of Glory, shown.March 7. The 1957 film 
stars Kirk Douglas as a French army unit commander who 
must deal with the mutiny of his men when part of his 
force falls back under fire in an impossible attack. · 

"We gave an introduction before the movie where we 
spoke a bit about why we chose it and why it was influen
tial," Kessler said. "Quite a few people stayed afterwar~, 
and we had a good discussion. 

"The epic films get kind of long," Kessler stated. "Dr. 
_Zhivago (the first film this fall) is over three hours long, 
so we found that people enjoyed the movie, but were a bit 
too worn out to stay afterward to discuss it." 

Previous films include the Spencer Tracy thriller Bad 
Day at Black Rock, Dr. Strangelove featuring Peter Sell
ers and the epic romance Dr. Zhivago starring Omar Sharif. 

"We thought about different themes for each film," 
Sewell said. "But we felt it would be better to sort of zero 
in on all genres from thrillers and screwball comedies to 
message films like Bad Day at Black Rock, which gives 
interesting enlightenment on racism." 

The series creators wanted to give a younger genera
tion the opportunity to see classic films that they other
wise would have missed. 

"I saw Dr. Zhivago as a kid at one of these type of film 
showings and loved it," Sewell said. 

Naranjo, a native of Oaxaca, Mexico, sees the series as 
• a chance to open students' eyes to new experiences. "I 

saw a world beyond my village when I saw a film for the 
first time." 

The organizers have found that a large senior citizen 
following has blossomed with each showing as well as a 
growing attendance from the rest of the community. 

"We wante_d to get together films for audiences--old, 
young and in-between," Kessler said. "Once it gets roll
ing and an audience clientele is built, we can_ better antici
pate what movies they'll be interested in and maybe we'll 
get a different sort of movie list to choose·trom." 

Naranjo emphasized the importance of the entire 
community's response to the series., 

"We take seriously the fact that we are a community 
college," Naranjo said. "We are here to serve them, and 
because of that, we have the duty to share the beauty of 
film." 

The series continued Oct. 3 with the 1942 Humphrey 
Bogart classic Casablanca. 

Sewell said that the next film series will begin in the 
spring with Bridge Over the River Kwai starring William 
Holden and Sir Alec Guinness. 

"It's up in the air on what we'll show from then on," 
Sewell said. He would eventually like to show films from 
directors, such as Alfred Hitchcock and Orson Welles. 

., 
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Campus Life 

More library services accessible on Internet 
· By APRIL CLARDY 
Staff Reporter 

For several years the College of the Mainland Library 
has been· devising a system to make the COM Library 
accessible at home. 

Library personnel began planning for remote access 
with the selection of the new catalog system, Voyager, 
making sure that it could be used for the remote access 
process. It took more than a year to fully establish. 

Librarians also had to find a way to authorize users of 
the database so that the library would not be in violation 
of database vendor contracts. That goal has now been ac
complished, enabling COM students and faculty to see 
what the new On-Line Library has to offer. 

Accessing the pages is simple. First, pull up the COM 
Library Web site at <http://www.com.edu>. Then click 
on one of the COM restricted resources, and a log-in page 
will show up. To log in, use your last name and social 
security number. 

The library's databases, a formerly restricted area, are 
now available from off-campus. Through this link you can 
get direct access to thousands of full-text articles from 
more than 40 full-text databases. The databases are listed 
by subject, with quick links in the upper right hand cor
ner. To directly access the databases, go to <http:// 
www.com.edu/library /Articles/databases>. 

Another area that is now accessible from off-campus is 
eBooks. Through the eBooks link, students and faculty 
can access full-text books. The free books listed on the 
page are available to anyone with Internet access. You 
can get direct access to the eBooks Web site by going to 
<http://www.com.edu/library /books/eBooks>. 

One of the best resources COM's On-Line Library has 
to offer is access to other area community colleges or uni
versity library databases to find books COM does not carry. 

Students must get a Textshare Card from the COM Li
brary to check out a book from another school's library. 

For questions about the On-Line Library, call the library 
at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 205. 

COM makes changes to meet SACS requirements 
Continued from Page 1 

When asked about open positions at COM, Hayes an
nounced that James Shippy, associate vice president of 
Student Services, will move to the Houston Community 
College district in October. 

Hayes noted that Shippy'-s position is now open and 
advertised, ?long with 16 other positions, to include sev
eral English and nursing instructor positions as well as 
program assistant positions. 

A question was asked about rlfises and compensation 
during the current budget crunch. This year, for the first 
time in a number of years, employees did not receive raises 
or cost of living increases. 

Employees who moved to higher-paying positions did 
receive salary increases. '"No one simply received a raise," 
Hayes said. 

He explained that the administration is working to fol
low through with personnel system revisions after the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools visit last 
spring and emphasized the need to make these changes. 
He also said that he realized a lot of changes were being 
made in a short period of time. 

"We've seen a lot of change in the last couple years," 
Hayes said. He said the college did not follow through 
with its intended changes after a previous SACS visit in 

1993, but he plans to make·the required changes this time. 
Many employees asked Hayes about a new retirement 

incentive package designed to decrease costs in the bud
get. As of Sept. 1, employees with 20 years of service to 
the college and whose age and years of service equaled 
80 could retire by Jan. 31 with full medical benefits after 
notifying Human Resources by Sept. 30. 

Approximately 26 employees, including seven profes
sors, have taken advantage of the new retirement incen
tiye package. Professors will serve through the end of their 
contracts. They do not need to leave by Jan. 31. 

When asked if positions would be frozen or filled after 
the deadline for retirement, Hayes responded that the sta
tus of each position would be looked ar individually, and 
he reinforced that his main concern was to "meet the needs 
of the students." 

Hayes discussed the need for a new roof for the Gym, 
as well as other ways to "refurbish and modernize the 
campus," which is 33 years old. Hayes will also update 
the school's administrative software and hardware sys
tems since the current system, COCO, will become obso
lete by December 2005. The update is necessary for reg
istration and financial aid purposes. 

For information on the financial situation, contact Hayes 
at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 271. 

Sports media feeds on 
controversial athletes 
Editors Note: This is the first part of a three-part series 
concerning the sports world and the media. 

By JASON OLIVER 
Staff Reporter 

An actor or model realizes that he or she is in the celeb
rity spotlight at all times, but should an athlete be ex
posed to the same magnifying glass? 

Although only a fraction of athletes ever get involved 
in legal disputes, the media tends to focus on the small 
percentage of controversial athletes. While plenty of well
behaved, respectful athletes can be found at all levels, 
those are not the athletes whose names lead SportsCenter, 
or show up on the front page of the local newspaper. 

'.fhe media can be a powerful and influential tool, but it 
t00 often emphasizes negative images repetitively. 
· This first part of a three-part series examines the many 
situations in the sports world where the media has show-

- ered the public with negativity. When it comes to unsports
manlike conduct, certainly there is no lack of media cov
erage. If a bench-clearing brawl, a concussion-causing 
stick check or even a relatively tame shoving match oc
curs, it wiJI likely show up in print, on television and even 
on the Web. 

In a recent game between the Yankees and Orioles, a 
brawl broke out and received excessive coverage. 

"I must have seen it 150 times, and I wasn't even try
ing," said Bob Still, public relations manager for the Na
tional Association of Sports Officials. "They showed it 
over and over on SportsCenter. They showed it again when 
the fines were announced. Then they showed it again while 
they debated the penalties." 

Fights always draw media attention, but it is important 
to remember that the media doesn't start the fights. Or do 
they? It can be argued that the media is like a needle pok
ing and prodding, waiting for blood, 

The latest media feeding frenzy stems from allegations 
of sexual assault by a 19-year-old Colorado woman, which 
has possibly tarnished Kobe Bryant's image, .as well as 
the Los Angeles Lakers'. The trial and Lakers training 
camp begin in October. 

Many athletes believe that we are a society overrun with 
negativity and fear; therefore, instead of role models, ath
letes are looked on as overpaid and temperamental jocks. 

In a couple of incidents involving NFL players, the 
media coverage was massive. Ray Lewis and Rae Carruth 
were .both involved in crim.inal lawsuits. Both were ho
micide cases that received national coverage because they 
involved professional football players. A non-celebrity 
homicide in Atlanta, Ga., or Charlotte, N.C., would be 
lucky to get the back page of a local paper, let alone na
tionwide coverage. 

Hockey found its sport tainted by the Marty McSorley 
trial, which involved an incident in the game turning into 
an issue out of the game. Mc&orley found himself in court 
after hitting another player with his stick and knocking 
him unconscious. Vancouver police prosecuting McSorley 
determined his behavior to be assault and battery. 

In the NHL, violence is commonplace and part of the 
game. Clearly the McSorley incident is an issue that should 
have been handled within the boundaries of the NHL, but 
with the constant media pressure, legalities wer~ exten-
sive and well publicized. · 

Whether it is baseball, basketball, football or hockey, 
the media is always watching, waiting and anticipating 
the next big scoop or story. The sad fact is that negativity 
sells, and society in general would rather see extremely 
talented athletes fall on their faces than succeed-just to 
show they are still human. 

The majority of professional athletes are hard working 
and devoted to their sport. They stay out of trouble, but 
aren't excessively covered in the media. This is unfortu
nate because these athletes far outnumber the ones who 
do get in trouble. 



InterCOM, October 2003, Page 7 

Unknown blues guitarist shows promise 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO and 
JESSICA ROBERTSON 
Managing Editor and Assistant Editor 

Listening to the radio these days can be quite a chore. 
The featured artists on many stations ar,e bland rock bands, 
uninspired pop princesses and seemingly anonymous rap
pers, all leaving much to be desired by music fans. The 
days when the music was the most important aspect of 
the music industry are gone. Now, record labels carefully 
calculate which artists will generate the most publicity' 
and appeal to a target audience of teen-agers with cash. 

Fans of genuine artistry and musical credibility have 
every right to be discouraged with the current state of the 
music industry, but a small crop of new performers are 
making an impact on even the most cynical critics. 

In this and the next two issues, we will showcase three 
of the best musical acts you are probably not listening to. 

Our first artist is Joe Bonamassa, a 25-year-old singer/ 
songwriter/guitarist, from Utica, N.Y., who began play
ing guitar at age 4 when his father, a vintage guitar dealer, 
bought him a scaled-down guitar because he was banging 
up the merchandise. 

When he was 12 years old, Bonamassa's talent was the 
focus of a segment on Real Life with Jane Pauley. Soon 
after, record companies came calling, and he was touring 
upstate New York and opening for B.B. King. 

In 1995 Bonamassa made his national recording debut 
as the lead guitarist and co-songwriter of Bloodline, a band 
composed of Waylon Krieger, the son of Doors guitarist 
Robbie Krieger; Erin Davis, the son of jazz king Miles 
Davis; and Berry Oakley Jr., whose father was a founding 
member of the Allman Brothers Band. 

In 2000 Bonamassa released his solo album debut, A 

New Day Yesterday, on the Medalist Entertainment la
bel. The 13-track album is a blend of blues and rock fea
turing notable songs such as, "I Miss You, I Hate You," 
"If Heartaches Were Nickels," featuring Duann Allman, 
"Current Situation," which has been heavjly played on 
the Alvin Community College's radio station 89.7, and 
the title track, a cover of the Jethro Tull classic. 

After his tour supporting the album, Bonamassa re
leased A New Day Yesterday Live on both CD and DVD. 

His follow-ur,, 2002's So It's Like That, which topped 
Billboard's Blues chart, is a more melodic blues/rock al
bum. Tracks suck as "Mountain Time" and "Never Say 
Goodbye" show the guitarist's tender side. 

His latest album Blues Deluxe is currently No. 1 on 
Billboard's blues chart. The 12-track album consists of 
original songs as well as covers of classic blues songs, 
such as B.B. King's "You Upset Me Baby," and the title 
track, "Blues Deluxe." 

Bonamassa has received nothing but praise from re
spected publications such as Billboard, Guitar World and 
The Associated Press. Music critics graciously compare 
him to guitar great Stevie Ray Vaughn. 

Bonamassa visited Houston, · opening for Peter 
Frampton Sept. 13 at the Verizon Wireless Theatre. 
Bonamassa's intense energy, blazing chops and hypno
tizing guitar solos awed the crowd who, while expecting 
to see a guitar great in Frampton, discovered a guitar great 
of the future. His seven-song set left audience members 
spellbound, garnering him several standing ovations. 

This reaction is a testament to Bonamassa 's artistry. 
While his albums are modern-day masterpieces, his live 
performances and poetic guitar solos cement Bonamassa 
as one of the most promising acts of the future. 

Bonamassa's albums can be found locally at Best Buy 

Blues guitarist Joe Bonamassa's album Blues Deluxe 
currently tops the Billboard blues chart. He opened 
for Peter Frampton at Houston's Verizon Wireless The
atre Sept. 13. (Press Release) 

or through his Web site <http://www.jbonamassa.com>, 
where tour dates and downloadable multimedia such as a 
live mp3 of " If Heartaches Were Nickels" can be found. 
Editor's note: Background material for this story came 
from Joe Bonamassa 's electronic press kit. 

Han~book provides students with useful campus information 
By STEPHANIE SANCHEZ. 
Staff Reporter 

Whoever said that "one can learn something new every 
day" is definitely right. Some students attend College of 
the Mainland for several semesters and never know that 
the college has a student handbook. 

At first glance, one might think that a lot of legal ar
ticles (plagiarism policy, sexual harassment) are included 
in the handbook. Surprisingly, the handbook is filled with 
interesting tidbits about the college community. It carries 
the necessary information about what to do in an emer-

InterCOM Classifieds 
GAMERS! I'd like to start a 
gaming society here at 
COM. Please call Melani @ 
(409) 986-5084. 

Atari Lynx w/ four games, 
Batman Returns, Hard 
Drivin', NFL Football, and 
Ninja Gaiden for sale $40. 
No a/c adapter, runs on four 
AA batteries. Contact 
Michael (281) 460-1388. 

2 twin size hospital beds 
fully operational $1000.00 
ea. or both for $1800.00. 
Contact J.C. or Michelle at 
hm. (713) 941-2032 or cell 
(832) 816-6271. 

Electric Weedeater & 
electric edger. Practically 
brand new. Used for one 
year and then stored. 
Electric edger $25; electric 
weedeater $20. (281) 339-
5332. 

Star Wars Figures 
Large assortment of Star 
Wars Power of the Forte 
and Episode I figures, 
deluxe figures, and boxed 
sets mint in package. E-mail 
magllan _ vinn@yahoo.com. 

Garage Sale 
Fri. Oct.10 & Sat. Oct. 11 
8 a.m.-5 p.m. 4612 34 St. 
Dickinson. 

'88 Toyota Supra Auto. 
160K Mis. Runs great. 
$1800.00 firm 
'85 Toyota Landcruiser 
FJ60 4 spd. 230K Mis. 
Runs great. Needs body 
work. $3500.00 OBO. 
Contact Jack (281) 326-
4829. 

Textbooks For Sale 
English, speech, algebra, 
psychology, history, govt. 
Reasonable prices. Call 
Jessica@ (281) 648-
2772. 

Car for Sale 
'95 Buick LeSabre 
11 Bk miles $3695 
ContactTony at (281) 534-
4229. 

Place Your Classified Ad 
$1 per line 3 line minimum. 
visit lnterCOM in LAC 
Room 246, call (409) 938-
1211, Ext. 314 or e'-mail 
<intercom_ editor@yahoo.com>. 

I J 

gency, tips on drug and _alc91.!_ol prev_ention, h.!tlQ.£2!!.cern: 
ing student conduct and discipline procedures, as well as 
information on how to file grievances and complaints. 

No doubt the handbook might be a bit boring, but it 
contains information all students should know. It also 
holds tools that can be useful to students. It has a blank 
schedule for fall, spring and summer classes, survival 
tips, as well as information about the resources COM 

has to offer. A calendar that lists upcoming events is lo
cated at the back of the handbook. It even has space to jot 
down appointments and reminders. 

After looking through the student handbook for the first 
time, one might be surprisingly impressed. 

So, don't be shy! Drop by the Information Desk in the 
Administration Building and pick up your copy of the 
2003-2004 Student Handbook. It's well worth it (and free)! 

The fall 2003 lnterCOM staff gathers for a picture on the Mezzanine of LAC Library. Members are (back row, from 
left) Jason Oliver, Pearson Lubrano, Copy Editor Daniel K. Lai, Alice P. Campbell, and (front, from left) April 
Clardy, Assistant Editor Jessica Robertson and Managing Editor Michael Navarro. Not pictured are Rodney 
Conley,_ Tara Land, Robert A. Mclemore, and Stephanie Sanchez. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

' J I ' I ii • 1 
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What's Happening 

Theater starts 32nd season with comedy 
By APRIL CLARDY 
Staff Reporter 

It's time to welcome the amazing talents of "The Big
gest Li'l Theatre in Texas" again. The performances in 
the Arena Theatre's 32nd season will surely be just as 
exciting as in years before. 

The first show of the 2003-2004 season was the com
edy The Man Who Came to Dinner, by Moss Hart and 
George S. Kaufman; it ran Sept. 4-28. 

Showing Oct. 23-Nov. 16 is Born Yesterday by Garson 
Kan in. According to the Arena Theatre flier: "Some beau
tiful people are born to self-determination. Others have it 
thrust upon them and simply fall over it." A wealthy man 
decides his girlfriend could use more pizazz, but what he 
gets is more chaos than he could ask for. 

Showing Jan. 29-Feb. 22 is Master Class by Terrance 
McNally. In this performance, notorious opera diva, Maria 
Callas, is conducting a Master Class featuring three up
and-coming opera singers. Many people have described 
Callas as hysterically catty, theatrical and full of emo
tion. When one of her students flees in tears, the next stu
dent ignites Callas' dormant passion and finally her last 
student gives Callas a taste of her own medicine. 

Showing April 15-May 9 is William Shakespeare's The 
Merry Wives of Windsor. This beloved classic tells the story 
of central character Sir John Falstaf's utter humiliation 
while flirting with two married women for financial gain. 

Showing June 3-27 is No Sex Please, We're British by 
Anthony Marriot and Alistair Foot. In this kooky comedy, 
a newlywed bride sends off for some Scandinavian glass
ware, but what she gets is so scandalous "that it has to be 
hidden. The newlyweds go through hilarious complica
tions while trying to keep the package away from various 
unexpected visitors. 

The final show of the season, which runs July 22-Aug. 
15, is How To Succeed In Business Without Really Trying 
by Abe Burrows, Jack Weinstock and Willie Gilbert. This 
show is a satire of b'ig business and all that is true of big 
business: power, sex, greed and ambition. J. Pierrepont 
Finch goes from lowly window washer to high-powered 
executive, thanks to his little handbook. 

Performances run Thursdays through Saturdays at 8 
p.m., and Sunday matinee performances are at 2:30 p.m. 

For more information about the shows, free preview 
nights and ticket information call the theater office at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 

Writing Center helps students achieve goals 
By JESSICA ROBERTSON 
Assistant Editor 

One of the many anxieties facing college students is 
learning how to properly write a paper. It seems like nearly 
every class requires some kind of essay, term paper or 
book report. The stress of creating a thesis statement or 
deciding where to put a comma is enough to drive any 
conscientious student insane. 

The purpose of the College of the Mainland Writing 
Center is to help students with any type of writing assign
ment for any class. Located on the Library Mezzanine, 
the Writing Center provides one-on-one writing tutorials 
or computer-aided instruction. 
. Students should not expect tutors in the Writing Center 

to actually write a paper for them or discuss a grade as
signed to a paper by a professor. However, tutors are avail-

able to help students brainstorm ideas and focus on a topic, 
as well as give hones~ feedback about papers. If neces
sary, students can visit the Writing Center on a regular 
basis to overcome specific writing weaknesses and develop 
writing strengths. 

This semester the Writing Center is open on Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 9 a.m.-11:30 a.m. and from 1 p.m.-
6 p.m.; Tuesdays from 3 p.m.-5:30 p.m.; Thursdays from 
4 p.m.-5:30 p.m.; and Fridays from 10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 

Walk-ins are welcome, and appointments can be made 
to meet students' schedules. Fifteen minutes should be al
lowed for each consultation, but 30 minutes is preferred. 

If the Writing Center is not open, students can e-mail 
questions to <writingcenter@com.edu>. They should not 
send entire essays. For further information; contact the 
Writing Center at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 220. 

This space could be yours; don't waste it. 

For ad rates, visit the lnterCOM in LAC Room 246 or contact us at (409) 938-1211 or toll free at .1 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 314, or e-mail us at <intercom_ editor@yahoo.com>. Ask for Michael or Astrid. 

People Speak Out 
By lnterCOM Editors and Staff 

College of the Mainland's student newspaper, 
InterCOM, is changing its format. Due to budget 
cutbacks, InterCOM must r~ise funds to pay for 
two of our three monthly issues. Because of these 
cutbacks and a continuing effort to better keep pace 
with technology, InterCOM is going online. With 
the possible extinction of the printed paper we've 
come to know and love, we asked the student body 
which is more preferable and accessible, the news
paper or an online site? ' 

Adrian Hall: If all 
newspapers did that (go 
online ), a lot of people 
would be out of work. I 
would rather have 
something you can pick 
up and go with. 

Lorie Alcazar: I think 
that it is better to be able 
to pick up a paper when
ever you see one and be 
able to take it with you 
wherever. 

Jason Camacho: 
Online is easier beci\,use 
computers are every
where. 

Casey Mciver: With 
library access, it is more 
accessible to the stu
dents oniine. 

Katie Rupprath: It':, 
better for it to be on the 
Internet because every
one has it, and you can 
view it at home in your 
spare time. 

Amy Jo Mald'onado: 
I'm not a computer per• 
son. I would think it 
would handicap those 
without computer ac
cess to go online. 

Danny Doss: The 
paper is more acces
sible for tbe students 
and would gain more 
circulation. 

Megan Alexander: 
Most of my time is 
spent online, so I would 
prefer to go online. 
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/Elevator gets stuck, 
traps two students 
By ALICE P. CAMPBELL 
Staff Reporter 

At approximately noon on Nov. 6, the outside elevator 
in the Leaming Resources Center once again became 
stuck, trapping two men for almost half an hour. 

Officer G. "Willie" Huerta of the College of the Main
land Police Team said the two unidentified men called 
fr.om the emergency phone inside the elevator which had 
stopped about two feet below the third floor. 

Huerta pushed the elevator reset button, which usually 
causes the elevator to work again, but lately it has not 
solved the problem. 

The elevator repairmen were called but were delayed 
because they were in Alvin. Huerta didn't want to leave 
the men in the elevator for too long because of inadequate 
ventilation, and the men were complaining about heat. 

Huerta used the master key for the elevator to open the 
outside doors. Somehow the men inside had opened the 
inside doors of the elevator, and when the outside doors 
opened, they pulled themselves out and left. 

"One of the guys was so nervous he forgot where he 
was 'cause he lit up a cigarette coming down the stairs," 
Chief of Police Butch Carr said with a laugh. 

Huerta said the problem is electrical and mechanical, · 
but college personnel don't know the exact source. 

Of the three elevators on campus, the outside LRC el
evator causes the most problems. Huerta said the elevator 
has been a problem sinc_e its installation 10 years ago, 
and the problems are becoming more frequent. Officer 
Kent Dowdy sai:d the elevator now gets stuck about once 
a week. 

Dr. Judy Glaister addresses the audience of the work
shop "Sexual Assault: It Can Happen to You" Oct. 23 
in the LRC Auditorium. She is a student nursing pro
fessor at UTMB. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 
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Korean War veteran Jerry Anselmo speaks at COM's third annual Veterans Day celebration held Nov. 11 in 
the library. Anselmo now serves as chaplain of VFW Post #6378 in Dickinson. (Photo by Michael Navarro) . 

Veterans Day program remembers Korean War 
By JESSICA ROBERTSON 
Assistant Editor 

Ne_arly 100 students, faculty, staff and community 
members gathered in the library for College of the 
Mainland's thi_rd annual Veterans Day celebration dur
ing College Hour (12:30-1:30 p.m.) Nov. 11. 

This year's program recognized the 50th anniver
sary of the Korean War and remembered famed enter-

tainer to the troops, Bob Hope. Jerry Anselmo, Ko
rean war veteran and chaplain of VFW Post #6378 in 
Dickinson, was the featured speaker. He began by not
ing the importance of the Liberty Bell and veterans. 

"The Liberty Bell represents the freedom you and I 
enjoy today, and the veterans are the ones who fought 
for that freedom," Anselmo said. 

He then asked for all attending veterans to stand and 

See Bob Page 7 

Workshop defines types of sexual assault 
By JESSICA ROBERTSON 
Assistant Editor 

Approximately 40 students and faculty gathered in the . 
Leaming Resources Center Auditorium during College 
Hour ( _:30-1 :30 p.m.) Oct. 23 for the wQrkshop: ''Sexual 
Assault: It Can Happen to You." 

Guest speaker Dr. Judy Glaister, a student nursing pro
fessor at Umversity of Texas Medical Branch, repeatedly 
told the audience that everyoat: is a potential victim of 
sexual assault. 

"These crimes don ' t discriminate between females and 
males, heterosexual and homosexual, mentally competent 
or disabled," Glaister said. "It can happen to everybody." 

Glaister was joined by Ginger Henkel and Bonnie Rob
erts of the Resource and Crisis Center of Galveston 
County, formerly the Women's Resource and Crisis Cen
ter of Galveston County. Henkel explained that the name 
change of the center was to encourage more men to come 
forward as victims of sexual abuse. 

Glaister stressed that although sexual assault is com
monly thougfit of as only rape, it can also include ·non
vio)ent acts, such as suggestive or lewd remarks. She de
fined sexual assault as "any sexual act committed against 
another individual's will." 

Glaister stunned the audience with the unsettling sta-

tistic that one in every eight wome~ will be the vic;tim of 
forcible rape in her lifetime. This number would be higher 
if all cases were reported. 

She also discussed acquaintanc·e or date rape, where 
victims know their rapists and may even be romantically 
involved with them. 

"Date rape accounts for 80 percent of all rapes on col
lege campuses," Glaister said. 

She noted that these crimes often go unreported be
cause victims feel at fault for "teasing" the rapist or "dress
ing in a seductive manner" that invited the 'assault. 

Glaister said that locally, the Resource and Crisis Cen
ter of Galveston has a Sexual Assault Response Team that 
provides victims with information about pressing charges, 
documentation of injuries, and pregnancy risk evaluation 
and prevention. The team connects victims in support 
groups to help with the aftermath of sexual assault. 

After the presentation, Roberts discussed th;e Crisis 
Center's thrift store program. This program is the major 
fund-raiser for the agency. 

Donated items are taken to the shelter for clients, and 
the remaining items are sold in the thrift stores, located 
in League City, Texas City, Galveston and Crystal Beach. 

For more information on the Crisis Center, visit its Web 
site at <http://www.galveston.com/crisiscenter> or call 
toll free at 1 (888) 919-SAFE. 
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InterCOM editorial sparks controversy 
Editor's note: The following letter to the Editor is in 'response 
to Copy Editor Daniel K. lai's editorial "Musicians'views 
ignite protests" on Page 2 of the October. 

The comments made in the October issue of the 
InterCOM comparing the USA to the Roman Empire 
lack any substance and are very offensive to those of us 
who have loved and served this country like I have. The 
"overly implied" comments by Danny Lai in this issue 
and in back issues that this country is only interested in 
stealing oil from Iraq and other eastern countries are a 
lai, no pun intended. 

To date not one barrel of oil has been "stolen" from 
Iraq or any other country in that area. 

There have, however, been reports of the real reason 
we are there. While the numbers of weapons of mass 
destruction discovered have been minimal they have 
been found. Saddam most likely has them hidden out of 
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the country and only time will tell if all of them will 
ever be found. He had too much time to plan his escape 
as well as to hide his arsenal. 

I served in the US Navy in the late seventies and early 
eighties. Me and my shipmates res~ued the Vietnamese 
boat-people from the_grips of Communism. I stood on 
the deck of my ship and listened with tears in my eyes as 
a srateful Vietnamese man read a letter of thanks to us 
for rescuing him and his family from a form of govern
ment that is so controlling and hideous. · 

It has been over twenty years since that day and now I 
am afraid that I am reading the rantings of an ungrateful 
child of these people, but maybe not. 

It is my belief that Danny Lai as well as other young 
bright students in this college are being brain washed by 
a Liberal and Socialistic force imbedded deep within the 
tenure of the Adm.inistrative Staff of this college. These 
Socialists office mainly in the LRC building and I have 
been in class when they have openly admitted their 
political affiliation and beliefs. It is WRONG and should 
be stopped immediately. 

Daniel K. Lai's reply: 

Jeff Hollingshead 
"COM Conservative Voice" 

I find this analysis of my political editorials intrigu
ing. First, I would like to address the "socialistic" 
comment directed toward me. I do not consider myself a 
socialist; I just disagree with some of the actions of the 
Bush administration and our government. I support the 
decisions of our government and our president when 
they are within reason. Additionally, I was an avid 
supporter of former Vice Presid<;nt Al Gore when he ran 
for president in 2000. 

My grandfather served as a captain in the U.S. Air 
Force for several years until he died in the line of duty in 
the 1960s. Therefore, I understand what our troops go 
through in the name of freedom. 

M
0

y editorials are not brainwashing tools; they are 
written to allow others to examine a more liberal view 
on a subject. I would also like to address the comment 
made, blatantly accusing me of being an ungrateful 
Vietnamese child. These comments lack substance and 
were written qut of spite. The truth is that my ethnic 
background is Hawaiian, Polish and Irish. 

Finally, I would like to thank Mr. Hollingshead for his 
input on my editorial. At least I have one fan. I encou,r
age him to keep reading. In the meantime, rest assured I 
will be not silenced as there are more editorials to come. 

COM student wants 
to revert to childhood 

I want to be a kid again. 
I want to go back to the time whe,n decisions were 

made by going "eeny-meeny-miney-mo." Mistakes were 
corrected by simply exclaiming, "Do it over!" and "race 
issue" meant arguing about who ran the fastest. 

Money issues were handled by whoever was the 
banker in Monopoly, and catching fireflies could happily 
occupy an entire evening. It wasn't odd to have two or 
three "best" friends. Being old referred to anyone over 
20. The net on a tennis court was the perfect height to 
play volleyball, and rules didn't matter. 

The worst thing you could catch from the opposite sex 
was cooties. It was magic when Dad would "remove" 
his thumb. It was unbelievable thai dodgeball wasn't an 
Olympic event, and having a weapon in school meant 
being caught with a slingshot. 

Nobody was prettier than Mom, and when she kissed 
scrapes and bruises, they were immediately better. It was 
a big deal to finally be tall enough to ride the "big 
people" rides at the amusement park. Getting a foot of 
snow was a dream come true. Abilities were discovered 
because of a "double-dog-dare," and Saturday morning 
cartoons weren ' t 30-minute ads for action figures. 

No shoppjng trip was complete unless a new toy was 
brought home. "Oly-oly-oxensfree" made perfect sense, 
and spinning around, getting dizzy and falling down was 
a cause for giggles. The worst embarrassment was being 

· picked last for a team. War was a card game, and water 
balloons were the ultimate weapon. Baseball cards in the 
spokes transformed any bike into a motorcycle. 

Taking drugs meant orange-flavored chewable aspirin. 
Ice cream was considered a basic food group, and the 
most stressful thing was creating hopscotch as long as 
your street and completing it. The biggest fight you and 
your friend bad was who could sit next to the window on 
the school bus. 

When we were kids life was great. We were ignorant 
of the evil out there, and we had our parents to protect 
us. Then we grew to be about 10, and we realized that 
everyone couldn't be trusted and evil is out there. 

When we were kids we felt like we would never be 
alone; we always had someone. Now that we're grown 
up, we feel like we have to face the world alone.-

The end of the semester is right before us--the most 
stressful time of the year-that time when all the 
professors get together and make everything_due on the 
same date, or so it seems. The term papers are longer 
and harder, the finals are almost here, and we can't even 
remember what was on the midterms. 

As the end of the semester and holidays approach, 
students work longer hours, study more and sleep less. 

Just take it easy. Don't sweat the small stuff and 
remember---everything is small stuff. Laugh at yourself. 
It's OK not to be so serious. 



Wellness Center assistant Zelda Bourgeois helps student Belinda Ebert with the sit and reach exercise designed 
to test flexibility in Gym Room P-149, where the wellness program is located. The Employee Wellness Program 
was recently expanded to include members of the community. (Photo by Pearson Lubrano) 
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Student Concerns Forum 
Nov. 20 in Student Center 

Do you have a question or concern you would 
like to address? Is there a problem with College 
of the Mainland you would like to see fixed? The 
COM Student Activities Board will host the 
Student Concerns Forum Nov. 20 during College 
Hour (12:30-1:20 p.m.) in the Student Center. 

COM President Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes; 
Pam Davenport, vice president of Student 
Services and Institutional Effectiveness; James 
Templer, vice president of Instruction; and Lisa 
O'Neal, vice president of College and Financial 
Servic~s, will be present to answer students 
questions. 

For more information contact Maryann Urick, 
SAB adviser, at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

COM extends Employee Wellness Program to commllnity 
PEARSON LUBRANO 
Staff Reporter 

If you frequent the Gym, you may have wondered about 
that recently erected sign outside the entrance to Room 
P-149 in the Gym, or the new exercise equipment and the 
addition of more than a dozen class offerings listed on 
Pages 24 to 26 in the College of the Mainland Continuing 
Education Fall 2003 catalog. 

The newly refurbished and equipped room (adjacent to 
the swimming pool) is COM's newly instituted Commu- _ 
nity Wellness'Program. The new wellness program, initi
ated just before the beginning of the fall semester, is a 
natural extension of the college 's 15-year-otd Employee 
Wellness Program which was administered for about 14 
of those years by COM Physical Education Professor Jerry 
"JB" Bryant. Bryant recently handed the baton to the new 
co-directors of Employee and Community Wellness Pro
gram, Coach Al Bass and Terry Cornelius. 

Bass said he and Cornelius went to President Dr. Homer 
"Butch" Hayes to ask him to consider their running the 
Employee Wellness Program following Bryant's retire
ment from it, as well as expanding the program to in
clude the community. Hayes agreed to the proposal. 

While the employee and community wellness programs 
serve two distinct groups, they now share the same facil
ity, Room P-149. 

According to Bass, the programs have purposefully 
been arranged to keep from infringing upon the use of 
the other Gym weight and cardio rooms by credit and 
continuing education students. 

The wellness program is one of the benefits for em
ployees, and it is open to the community when they sign 
up for one of the Community Wellness courses in the Con
tinuing Education Catalog. 

In addition to the nine dance classes and at least 10 
fitness offerings, the new wellness lineup introduces about 
a dozen new classes, not including the Personal Trainer 

Wellness and the three-tiered Community Wellness com
·prehensive testing and follow-up feature. · 

Starting in January, as part of a new partnership with 
Mainland Medical Center, wellness patrons can opt to re
ceive blood work, in addition to the measurements and 
testing of the Community Wellness Program, for a nomi
nal fee of about $50 additional to the $126 Community 
Wellness semester long monitoring. 

Following the budget cuts imposed across campus, Bass 
and Cornelius have combined their efforts to .expand the 
facility hours. Wellness Center patrons have access from 
5:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. Mondays through Fridays; 8 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Saturdays; and 1 to 5 p.m, Sundays. "We wanted 
to offer a well-rounded, comprehensive-program -at value 
prices, that would attract more people to COM," Bass said. 

Parents capitalize on daughter's tragedy to further own agenda 

It's only been eight months since Elizabeth Smart was 
safely returned to her Utah home and family after she 
was abducted from her bedroom June 5, 2002. 

It's only been eight months since the alleged sexual 
and mental abuse she endured from her kidnappers, 
Brian David Mitchell and his wife, Wanda Barzee, 
ended with her safe return. 

It's only been eight months since she was forced to be 
Mitchell's "plural (multiple) wife'? at age 14. 

It's been less than a year since all of this, and how do 
Elizabeth's parents welcome her home? They welcome 
her with a book and a television movie deal about her 
experience, of course. 

According to prosecutors, Mitchell, a 49-year old 
drifter and self-appointed prophet, and Barzee, his 57-
year old wife, held Elizabeth captive in a makeshift 
campsite in the hills above her home until Oct. 8. From 
there, they took her to California until March 5 before 
her rescue in a Salt Lake _City suburb March a. 

Her parents, Ed and Lois Smart, released details of 
what she endured in the book they wrote, Bringing 
Elizabeth Home: A Journey of Faith and Hope. They 
also sold the rights to her story for an authorized two
hour CBS television movie, The Elizabeth Smart Story, 

that aired Nov. 9. 
· Interviews with Katie Courie on Dateline NBC and 

Oprah Winfrey were conducted as promotion for the 
book. Her uncles, Tom and David Smart, are writing a 
book about Elizabeth's capture, the search and rescue. 

Elizabeth's struggle is being broadcast to the world 
through relatives who should be sheltering her from the 
media's spotlight: 

Although her parents have indicated in several 
interviews that the entire family is in counseling to deal 
with the event, surely the exploitation of Elizabeth's 
experience cannot help her to heal. 

Now that she is 16 years old, Elizabeth has said she 
wants to get back to being a "normal" teen-ager by 
learning to drive, going to high school and meeting 
boys. Should this transition to normal life also include 
photo shoots, nationally televised interviews and a tacky 
television movie? 

Elizabeth's parents seem to be using the horrific nine 
months of torture she endured as a platform to spout 
their religious beliefs and gain their 15 minutes of fame. 

Both the book and the movie are told from the 
viewpoint of Ed and Lois Smart and focus mostly on the 
emotions they experienced and their Mormon faith. If 
they're so intent on telling Elizabeth's story, why are 
they promoting their own personal interests, such as the 
Mormon church? 

Although terms of the movie deal were not released, 
industry sources have speculated that the family could 
receive up to $500,000 for her story righ~s. The Associ
ated Press reported that the boo~ deal could garner a 
similar amount for the family. 

In a statement through CBS, Ed Smart said he wanted 
the movie to be "a message of hope and inspiration." Of 
course, I'm sure it's a mere coincidence this message 
was delivered during the all-important November 
sweeps period, gaining more than 10 million viewers. 

Do we really need to know the gruesome details of 
what Elizabeth faced? Shouldn't some things be kept 
among those involved in the case? I find it extremely 
unsettling th;it Elizabeth's parents have decided to put 
their daughter's misery on public display. 

One could argue that the Smarts have made the right 
choice by publicizing her kidnapping, and one positive 
effect will be a greater awareness of these crimes among 
parents. I definitely agree families should discuss 
abduction and learn to prevent cases like Elizabeth's. 

However, as a young woman not much older than 
Elizabeth, I mostly empathize with her personal struggle 

. to heal from this experience. I know it's hard enough 
being a teen-age girl without that ad'ded pressure. 

Surely, Elizabeth's parents could educate the public 
about abducted children without compromising her right 
to privacy and need to heal. It seems to me that being a 
national curiosity for the next several months will only 
hurt Elizabeth's chance at recovery. 

What happened to Elizabeth was, without question, 
something that no one should ever experience. She was 
robbed of her innocence and forced into a situation that 
would be nearly impossible for anyone, let alone a teen
age girl, to survive. 

What's arguably worse, though, is that her parents are 
taking advantage of her story and using it for their own 
personal gain. 
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Adjunct instructor 
has passion to teach 
By ALICE CAMPBELL 
Staff Reporter 

Bernie Smiley is not a teacher a student is likely to for
get. He towers at above 6 feet with long dark brown hair 
down his back and an almost Victorian-style goatee. His 
usual attire is pajama pants and a KISS shirt. He's younger 
than many of his colleagues, but has taught English at La 
Marque High School for the past seven years and has 
taught at College of the Mainland as an adjunct-instructor 
for five. 

Before students ever meet him at the high school, they 
already know who he is. Before they have set foot in his 
high school English class, they are already terrified. He 
has been dubbed with titles, such as "the coolest teacher 
ever" and nicknames, such as "The Evil Jesus." And he 
loves it. 

"I like adulation. I'm a show-off," he said with a smirk. 
"I enjoy being the one in the room who knows what they're 
talking about." 
· That's about the only reflective comment he will give 
about himself. The rest of the conversation is about the 
joys of teaching. 

Thirty-two-year-old Smiley has been teaching for about 
eight years. He got started teaching when a friend called 
him and asked him to try it. He liked teaching, and taught 
at Stephen F. Austin University in Nacogdoches for a year. 

He then began teaching freshman English classes at La 
Marque High School. School administrators liked the way 
he taught the classes and had him teach senior English 
classes his second year. 

Comparing the two, he said, "Seniors are almost people 
and high school freshmen are not." 

Regardless of the level, Smiley really enjoys what he 
does and has a good time teaching; he believes this en
joyment comes through to most of his students. 

As he talks about teaching, his voice rises and he scoots 
to the edge of his seat, obviously excited; he's very pas
sionate about the subject. 

Smiley believes a lack of passion has kept many young 
people from becoming teachers. Because the pay is so 
poor, not many people want to become teachers. Instead, 
schools keep the same teachers they've had for years, and 
those teachers who do retire come out of retirement due 
to the shortage of new educators. ·• 

"We're hanging on to our teaching staff," Smiley said 

Jack Sparrowhawk feeds teammate Lealand Kelley 
pumpkin pie during the pie-eating contest held Oct. 
30 during College Hour (12:30-1 :30 p.m.). The SAB 
Halloween party also included a Karaoke contest and 
a face-painting contest. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Adjunct English instructor Bernie Smiley discusses an essay with his student .Romulun Harris during an in
class conference. Smiley has been teaching at COM for five years and is notorious for his brutal honesty when 
grading papers. (Photo by Jessica Robertson) 

of La Marque High School. 
"I didn't go into teaching to get rich. I got into teaching 

to have a good time. If you go into teaching to make 
money, you're dumb. You're going to be sad your whole 
life." . 

Some teachers, he said, strive to become "status quo 
teachers": They write out lesson plans and make the stu
dents' lives miserable. Smiley doesn't believe enough 
teachers strive for respect. They just demand it withou~ 
earning it. "Strive for respect, not adulation," he said. 

That's what Smiley's intentions are-to have a mutual 
respect between his students and himself. He doesn't feel 
the respect he has gained comes from his age either. 

"I don't think age has anything to do with identifying 
with students, just passion." He added his cultivating the 
"I don't care" look speaks to teen-age rebellion, making 
it easier for students to relate to him. 

But relating to his students doesn't mean being nice. 
Smiley is notorious for being frank, sometimes even bru-· 

tat when grading papers. His explanation is, "If you give 
them a specific instead of a generalization, it makes them 
step up to the plate. Direct is always better." 

Smiley thinks it's all for the students' own good. "If 
people know that you care, they will work hard for you, 
and they will take any criticism that you dish out." 

And Smiley does care about his students. He hopes to 
be an "inspiration for knowledge" so that his students will 
be able to search out knowledge from within themselves. 

Smiley's own inspiration came first from one of his 
English teachers. "I ~ated high school. It was the most 
boring place for me until I got to 12th gr:ide English in 
Dickinson High School." The teacher, Ron Proctor, is re
tired now, but he started Smiley's fascination with learn
ing and teaching. 

When asked for words to describe himself, he opts for 
"personable, passionate, difficult, slob, and unnecessar
ily rebellious." But one word that fits Bernie Smiley the 
best is "genuine." 

JFK assassination unsolved after 40 years 
By DANIEL K. µI 
Copy Editor 

It is a day that still haunts a nation, a day that defined a 
city and four decades later, a tragedy that continues to be 
the subject of much speculation and debate. 

Nov. 22 marks the 40th anf!iversary of the assassina
tion of John F. Kennedy, 35th president of the United 
States. Through movies, books, documentaries and con
spiracy theories, the JFK assassination continues to live 
in the minds of Americans 40 years after it took place. 

In 1963 Kennedy had begun campaigning for the 1964 
presidential election. A large concern was the 25 elec
toral votes from Texas, a state where Kennedy's popular

, ity was dwindling. Kennedy began his trip to Texas Nov. 
21 with stops in San Antonio, Houston and Fort Worth. It 
was to end with a luncheon at the Dallas Trade Center. 

The day before Kennedy was scheduled to speak at the 
Trade Center, the route of the presidential motorcade was 
published in the Dallas Morning Ne\\;S so spectators and 

• support~s of the Kennedy/Johnson ticket could catch a 
glimpse of the president as he rode in an open-topped lim
ousine through downtown Dallas and Dealy Plaza. 
Kennedy believed, despite firm protests of the Secret Ser
vice, riding in an open motorcade would help his chances 

to gain the support from the people his campaign required. 
On Nov. 22 around 12:30 p.m. CST, while riding in the 

motorcade with his wife Jacqueline, and Texas Gov. John 
Connally and his wife Nellie, Kennedy was shot and fa
tally wounded in the neck and the head. Vice President 
Lyndon Johnson and his wife Lady Byrd were in a sepa
rate car. Connally was severely wounded but survived. 
The Secret Service rushed Kennedy to Parkland Memo
rial Hospital where doctors worked to revive him, but the 
president was pronounced dead at 1 p.m., 30 minutes af
ter the assassination. 

Dallas police arrested Lee Harvey Oswal~, an employee 
. of the Texas Book Depository ( a building overlooking 

Dealy Plaza, where several witnesses claimed to hear gun
fire), on suspicion of murdering police officer J.D. Tippit. 

After extensive questioning, Oswald also was charged 
as the sole assassin in the murder of the president. How• 
ever, before Oswald could be put on trial, he was shot and 
killed two days after the assassination by Dallas night
club owner Jack Ruby while being transferred to another 
jail. 

After the assassination of President Kennedy, Johnson 
was sworn in as the new president aboard Air Force One 
with his wife and Jacqueline Kennedy at his side. 

See Unanswered Page 5 



COM to implement 
new hybrid courses 
By JESSICA ROBERTSON 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland students will have the oppor
tunity to enroll in hybrid classes that combine face-to
face classroom meetings and Internet interaction in the 
spring semester. 

Government Professor Michele Betancourt proposed the 
hybrid classes with input and support from English pro
fessor Dr. Gilchrist White. Each will participate in the 
pilot project by teaching hybrid versions of Government 
2301 and English 1301, respectively. 

Students in the hybrid classes will attend eight in-class 
sessions, scheduled one night every other week for lec
tures, discussions and peer evaluations. Each in-class ses
sion will be an hour and 20 minutes. The remainder of the 
classes will be completed online and on WebCT, the soft
ware used for all online classes. 

The online portion of the classes will be approached 
similarly to strictly online classes. Students will use 
WebCT, which has sections for the class syllabus, discus
sion areas and quizzes. Functions for a chatroom and e
mail also are included. 

"I was looking for new ways to reach different popula
tions and students who learn differently," Betancourt said. 

These different populations include evening students 
who normally may only be able to take one or two classes 
a semester due to time constraints. The hybrid classes will 
allow these students to enroll in more classes but spend 
the same amount of time on campus. 

If the initial pilot semester is successful, Betancourt and 
White hope to add at least two more hybrid courses by 
fall 2004. 

"A student could essentially earn 12 credit hours in just 
. two nights on campus each week," Betancourt said. 

Betancourt sees the hybrid experiment as a "bridge from 
a traditional learning environment, like lectures, to more 
independent learning styles." According to their proposal, 
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Government Professor Michele Betancourt (left) and English professor Dr. Gilchrist White discuss a proposal 
for hybrid classes that combine in-class meetings and online interaction. Two hybrid courses, Betancourt's 
Government 2301 and White's English 1301, will be offered in the spring. (Photo by Jessica Robertson) 

the new classes have the potential to improve retention 
in both online and face-to-face courses. 

"We both think it will help students to be more suc
cessful and introduce them to online classes," White said. 

Betancourt hopes more instructors will take advantage 
of the hybrid courses if they prove to be successful. She 
pointed out that in the course evaluations of strictly In
ternet classes, most students complain that they never got. 
to know their professors. . 

Betancourt further explained that in her government 
classes, she often raises controversial questions that can 
be difficult to discuss if the student is not comfortable 
with his or her instructor or classmates. 

"With the hybrid classes, students can see the personal
ity of their instructors with the face-to-face interaction, 
and that will make them more candid in online discus
sions," Betancourt said. 

The hybrid course offerings would also benefit the col
lege by pmviding more.courses with the same amount of 
classroom space. 

The hybrid classes have been approved by the COM 
Curriculum Committee and will be available in spring. 

White recommends that interested students refer to the 
distance education-section of the COM Web site, located 
at <http://www.com.edu/academics/dist_faq.cfm>, to be 
sure they are prepared for the demands of online classes. 

Unanswered questions surround Warren Commission investigation 
Continued from Page 4 -----------

As president, Johnson appointed a special congressional 
committee to examine the evidence and question Dealy 
Plaza witnesses in order to find the assassin. However, 
the botched findings of the Warren Commission, headed 
by Chief Justice Earl Warren, raised more questions and 
doubts after it found Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone in 
the murder. The findings also produced the "Magic Bul
let Theory." Junior investigator Arlan Specter's theory, 
published in the Warren Commission's Report, explains 

Denise Bell (left) receives transfer information from 
Mattie B.J. Peters from the Office of Student Relations 
at Texas A&M University at Galveston during College 
Day on Nov. 3. Several college recruiters attended the 
event. (Photo by Jessica Robertson) 

that of the three bullets fired by Oswald from the sixth 
floor of the Texas Book Depository, one was responsible 
for seven of the combined wounds on Kennedy and 
Connally. 

In the 40 years following the Kennedy assassination, 
the case remains as open as it was in 1963. More ques
tions remain as more theories, evidence and testimony 
come to Light. The conclusion that Oswald acted alone is 
not considered valid now. Although no one may ever know 
for sure who killed Kennedy and why, enough material is 

COM hosts Sports Day 
By April Clardy 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland hosted and participated in the 
Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day Oct. 
9. Eleven colleges competed in nine events. 

Because of rain, softball teams were able to finish only 
the first round. Tennis teams played until the rain started. 
COM placed in five of the nine events. 

Ronnie Bell, Donald Spry, Robert Walker and Daniel 
Powell won first place in men 's 3-on-3 basketball. 

In men's tennis, Hung Ngo won first place during pool 
play. Queenie Nguyen tied for third place in the table 
tennis tournament which started after the womens ' ten
nis game was rained out. 

Sterlin Guidry took third place in the 8-ball tourna
ment, and Jesse Garza took second place in men's table 
tennis. 

Colleges that participated in Sports Day in addition to 
COM were Alvin Community, Brazosport, Kingwood, 
Lee, North Harris County, San Jacinto-North, -South and 
-Central, Tomball and Wharton County. 

available for the people to form their own theories and 
. conclusions. 

"The Kennedy assassination was a shock to the country 
because he was in the prime of life and all of a sudden he 
was gone," College of the Mainland history professor, Dr. 
Steven Sewell, said. "The assassination has never been , 
definitively solved, and the mystery continues to keep 
people interested. Few people believe t-he Warren 
Commission's conclusion that Lee Harvey Oswald acted 
alone." 

Graphic Arts Club 
HolidayGoods Drive 

Donation Dates: 
Nov. 11 , 2003 - Dec. 15, 2003 

Items: 
Can foods or other nonperishable items 

Goal: 
We will be donating the goods to the 
Salvation Army for distribution to 
families in need. 

Drop off: 
You can bring your donations to the 
graphic arts lab (T-64) or one of our drop 
boxes around campus. 



Page 6, November 2003, InterCOM 

Campus Life 

Music Professor Sparky Koerner eats lunch with students during the Student/Faculty Luncheon Mixer Oct. 21 
during College Hour (12:30-1 :30 p.m.). The event was sponsored by the Student Activities Board and promoted 
interaction among professors and students. (Photo by Jessica Robertson) 

Event promotes student, faculty interaction 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Copy Editor 

Two very different worlds converged into one as Col
lege of the Mainland students and professors had their 
first opportunity to get to know each other on a more per
sonal level without the formal confines of the classroom. 

The Student/Faculty Luncheon Mixer was sponsored 
by the COM Student Activities Board Oct. 21 during Col
lege Hour (12:30~ 1 :30 p.m. ). The purpose of the luncheon, 
which was held in the breezeway of the Learning Re
sources Center, was to allow faculty and students to in
teract with one another away from the stressful classroom 
environment and in a more relaxed atmosphere. 

Twenty-one faculty, three staff members and more than 
70 students took a break from school, work and studies 
for an hour to enjoy a free lunch consisting of club sand
wiches and Chex Party Mix provided by the SAB. · 

Question sheets were passed out at the tables with 
sample questions students could use to "break the ice" 

Pumpkin Rolls 
Do you want to try a new mouth

watering dessert for Thanksgiving? 

. Then try a foot-long pumpkin bread 

roll filled with cream cheese. This is a 

dessert that everyone will remember. 

And it's only $10! 

To order pumpkin rolls call 281.337.9005 
or e-mail <pumpkinroll03@yahoo.com>. 

and get to know the professors. Students were not limited 
to the questionnaire; it simply provided an outline of ques
tions, such as "What drives you or motivates you?" or "If 
I pursue the same degree, what opportunities would there 
be now?" Students could use these in their conversations. 

According to Maryann Urick, SAB sponsor, the stu
dent/faculty mixer wasn't just one member'.s idea. 

"The members of the previous semester's SAB plan the 
activities for the following semester, and those members 
in spring 2003 decided the mixer would be a good way to 
create more student and faculty participation in events," 
Urick said. "It turned out well. I think there was good 
interaction going on, and it was beneficial to students who 
gained new information from the faculty. 

"The group i~ open to suggestions to improve the stu
dent/faculty mixer before we try _it again," Urick said. 

For more information about upcoming SAB activities 
or if you want to give advice to the SAB to improve ac
tivities, contact Urick at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 418. 

• Fa_ce painting 

• Storytelling 

• Balloon animals 

• Magic tricks 

For booking information contact Tara at 
281.910.8271 or e-mail 
<gigglelands@yahoo.com>. 

Incentives, coaches 
influence athletes 
Editors Note: This is the second.part of a three-part 
series concerning the sports world and the media. 

By JASON OLIVER 
Staff Reporter 

Athletes are commonly recognized as role models and 
are scrutinized wl}en they don't portray a positive public 
image. However, when the media covers a positive role 
model, the athlete is portrayed as an exception t? the rule. 
The impression given is that this is a rare form of athlete, 
and not just another dumb jock. "It's th-e athlete's re
sponsibility to worry about the image, not the media's," 
Jonell McFadden Priddle, a news editor at ESPN, said. 

Professional athletes are paid millions of dollars to keep 
their composure in the spotlight, in addition to playing 
the game to the best of their ability. Coaches act as men
tors and secondary guardians with the responsibility of 
teaching and guiding our youth. 

Some people believe that professional athletes simply 
cannot handle the pressure associated with the fame and 
the extravagant contracts worth tens of millions of dol
lars, just to play a game. Is it possible for athletes just out 
of their teens to fathom the responsibilities that come along 
with fame? LeBron James, an 18-y.ear-old senior from St. 
Vincent-St. Mary 's High School, Akron, Ohio, became a 
multi-millionaire with endorsements from NIKE exceed
ing $90 million, before- he was ever drafted or played in 
an NBA game. 

Are the owners of these prestigious teams held under 
the same magnifying glass? George Steinbrenner, owner 
of the New York Yankees baseball franchise, is constantly 
criticized because of his hunger to win despite the cost. ' 
Incentives are very popular now. When an athlete lives 
up to contractual stipulations or challenges, he or she is 
rewarded with more money. If an NFL running back runs 
for 1,500 yards in a season, it's an extra $10 million or so. 

"Win at any cost" seems to be the motto, but is that a 
proper image of sportsmanship? This kind of bargaining 
could persuade an athlete to keep playing during a seri
ous injury. These kinds ofbonuses actually could prove 
to be career-ending and cost the athlete more money in 
the long run. 

Some people believe how reporters cover sports now 
has changed. The media used to brush the downfalls of 
sports figures under the rug, but clearly this is no longer 
the case. Many people would like to look into the past of 
an athlete to try to find where certain character traits have 
come from. It starts with the parents, then continues with 
coaches when we blindly entrust them with our youth. 

Dave Bliss, a basketball_ coach at Baylor University in 
Waco, was exposed for organizing a cover-up involving 
the murder of Baylor student Patrick Dennehy. "Maybe 
the worst.of this is an authority figure putting a kid in that 
position," said William Underwood, a member of the 
Baylor cqmmittee investigating possible NCAA violations 
in the basketball program. 

Last May, 15 Long Island. New York City, varsity base
ball players and two coaches were suspended after their 
school district learned that the players made a late-night 
trip to a Florida strip club during spring break. Four of 
the teen-agers hired a stripper, and two volunteer assis
tant coaches drank•alcohol and drove around, according 
to a memorandum released by Principal Mary E. Metzger. 
These suspensions came just fQur days after Alabama foot
ball coach Mike Price lost his job after it was revealed 
that he h"ad spent time at a strip club in Pensacola, Fla. 

While the majority of coaches on all levels are respect
able mentors, the media's focus stays on the small per
centage who have issues. Regardless of the monetary 
pressures and false guidance athletes can endure over the 
duration of their careers, they are expected to keep an 
angelic status in society.· 
Editors note: Background material for this story came 
from <http://www.espn.com>. 



The current lineup of The Waking Hours minus Mike McCormack (left) is (from left) Lisa Mychols, Tom Richards 
and Ricky Tubb. Visit their Web site <www.wakinghours.com> for a free weekly mp3, CD ordering and additional 
merchandise. (Press Photo) 

Unsigned band garners media attention 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

This fall lnterCOM promised to give readers a break 
from the current state of the music industry by showcas
ing three talented and entertaining artists whom many 
have yet to discover. 

Last month InterCOM featured guitarist extrodinaire, 
Joe Bonamassa. This -month we will introduce you to a 
band whose music you may have heard without even 
knowing: California pop-rock band, The Waking Hours. 

In 2001 Tom Richards (vocals, guitar), Ricky Tubb (lead 
guitar, vocals), Mike McCormack (drums) and_ Mark 
Strong (keyboards) left their hometown of Richmond, Va., 
and headed to Los Angeles. Upon their arrival they met 
Lisa Mychols (bass), who was leadiog a local band, The 
Masticators. Soon after she was drawn into their music 
and joined the band. 

Since then the band has been gigging around Califor
nia, drawing a large fanbase and grabbing the attention 

- of publications such as HITS, Music Connection Maga
zine and Amplifier. Additionally, their music has been 
featured on several compilation CDs, television shows 

·- and video game soundtracks. All these accomplishments, 
and surprisingly, they are not even signed. 

The Waking Hours show exactly why they have re
ceived all the attention on their new self-released album, 
The Good Way. Simply put, the 14-track CD is filled with 
music that just makes you feel good. You 'II swear you've 
heard the opening track "Sunshine" as soon as you hear 
the harmonizing introduction and beginning guitar riff, 
and you probably have. The song was featured in an epi
sode of The Real World Paris, the new Showtime series 
Freshman Diaries and EA Sports' NHL Hockey 2003. 
Other highlights of the CD include "Jade"; the up-tempo, 
"Used to It"; and the powerful ballad, "Almost Nearly 
There." The Good Way clocks in at just under an hour, 
but you'll probably never notice it. 

It reached No. 19 for overall spins in HITS Magazine's 
February Post Modem Top 30 Specialty Airplay chart 
along with artists, such as Coldplay, The Ataris and AFI. 

Currently, The Waking Hours is a three-piece band mi
nus McCormack and Strong, and with Tubb now on the 
drums. They recently gained national exposure playing 
selected dates in the Vans Warped Tour. 

You can visit their Web site, <www.wakinghours.com>, 
to download a free weekly mp3, order The Good Way or 
other previous Waking Hours CDs and concert dates (if 
you will be in the Los Angeles area). 

Visit us online for an interview with The Waking Hours. 

Bob H~pe tribute part of veterans program 
Continued from Page 1 
be recognized. Anselmo provided the audience with a brief 
history of the Korean War and his experiences there. 

"The Korean veterans and their sacrifices built the 
groundwork for what Korea is today," he said. 

He emphasized the need to be thankful for every branch 
of the service and not show preference to one. 

"It takes a team to win," Anselmo said. He also recalled 
seeing prisoners of war being released. 

"It must have been the most beautiful sight I've seen in 
my life," he said. "Imagine a dump truck unloading all 
these people, and they got to go home to their loved ones." 

President Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes welcomed every
one, and Jerry Anderson of Media Services gave opening 
remarks. Master Sgt. Anderson, Senior Marine instruc
tor; and Gunnery Sgt. Taylor, Marine instructor, led the 
La Marque High School Marine Corps JROTC Color 
Guard in the honor procession of the flags. 

Music Professor Sparky Koerner played the national 
anthem on his trumpet, and speech Prof<tssor Roger 
Stallings recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Lori Boyd, Financial Aid specialist and veterans rep
resentative, gave a history of the holiday, which was na
tionally recognized in 1954 by President Eisenhower. 

Theatre Director Mark Adams spoke about Hope, who . 
died earlier thi~ year. 

"What can anyone say about the man who was prob
ably the greatest entertainer in western civilization?" 
Adams asked. 

Hope served as the USO Entertainment coordinator 
from 1941 until his retirement in 2001. 

In October 1997 a resolution passed, making Hope an 
honorary veteran. Adams shared one of Hope's most poi
gnant statements about the time he spent with troops. 

"i have seen what a laugh can do," Hope said. "It can 
transform tears and sorrow into something bearable." 

Holly Anderson from Library Acquisitions later read a 
list of faculty with family serving in the military, fol
lowed by a moment of silence on behalf of all veterans, 
living and deceased, and those on active duty. 

Music Professor James Heffel closed the presentation 
by singing "God Bless America." ' 
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Prevention _focus of 
breast cancer seminar 
By JESSICA ROBERTSON 
Assistant Editor 

A low turnout didn't distract from the message pre
sented at the Breast Cancer Awareness seminar sponsored 
by the College of the Mainland Wellness Center and held 
Oct. 21 in the Gym. 

"Breast cancer doesn't have to be a death sentence with 
early detection," said speaker Joyce Singleton, vice presi
dent for projects of D'Feet Breast Cancer Inc. 

Dana Bjarnason and Amanda Kinsler of the Texas 
Nurses Association District 6 also spoke at the seminar. 

Bjarnason opened the seminar by saying that "teach
ing people about t~e importance of early detection is a 
great opportunity·to impact women's health." 

Kinsler pro'llided the participants with information 
about breast cancer and breast self examinations, or BSE, 
through a slide show. She dedicated the presentation to 
her grandmother, who died of breast cancer. · 

"Most of us have had someone in our lives who has 
had cancer already," Kinsler said. "Because of her (grand
mother) encouragement, I'm able to teach others and pro
mote early detection. The more you talk about it; the more 
you can help others." 

Kinsler urged the women to be familiar with what their 
breasts feel and look Like on a normal basis so that they 
can recognize changes. She mentioned that normal 
changes in breasts occur during puberty, menstrual cycles, 
pregnancy, menop use and periods of weight gai11 or loss. 

Kinsler also discussed the risk factors related to breast 
cancer. Some "bf these are being female, having a previ
ous personal or family history of cancer, being overweight, 
having a first pregnancy after age 34, consuming a high 
fat diet and being over age 40. 

Kinsler noted 75 percenr of cases occur in those with
out any risk fac.:tors. Although it is uncommon, some men 
have been diagnosed with breast cancer, she said. 

The slide show included inform~tion on types of be
nign (noncancerous) and malignant (c!lncerous) lumps. 

"Even if a.lump turns out to be benign, it's always best 
, to have any lump checked out by a doctor,".Kinsler said. 

Each speaker stressed the importance of early detec
tion and seif examination. Kinsler noted that with early 
detection, 90 to 95 percent of cases are curable. She listed 
methods of prevention, such as yearly mammograms for 
women over age 40, regular physical exams by a doctor 
and breast.self-examination. 

Visit D'Feet Breast Cancer Inc. 's Web site at <http:// 
www.dfeetbreastcancer.com> or the American Cancer 
Society's Web site at <http://www.cancer.org> for more 
information about the disease. 

• Saturday November 15, 2004 
from 9am to· 1pm 

• Located by the EXXON 
on hwy 146 and Palmer(1764) · 
in Texas City ~ 

000000000 
000000000 
000000000 
000000000 

000000000 

Proceeds to benefit the Graphic Arts Club 
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What's Happening 

Harry Brock, played by Raymond Carmiciano (left), and Paul Verrall, played by Rick Watson, discuss a scheme to 
educate Brock's girlfriend in the play Born Yesterday, which ran Oct. 23-Nov. 16. Eddie Brock, played by Walter 
Mylett, acts as butler. This was Theatre Director Jack Westin's last show at COM. (Photo by Arena Theatre) 

Political satire is Director Westin's final show 
By TARA LAND 
Staff Reporter 

"The Biggest Li'l Theatre in Texas" (The College of 
the Mainland Arena Theatre) presented Born Yesterday, 
Oct. 23-Nov. 16. 

The play was well-acted and directed, and made the 
point according to the theater brochure that "some beau
ties are born to self-determination, others have it thrust 
upon them-some simply trip over it." 

Harry Brock (Raymond Carmiciano) is a newly rich 
hustler who decides his trophy girlfriend Billie Dawn 
(Martha Evans) needs some polishing. He hires journal
ist Paul Verrell (Rick Watson) to teach her some "smarts." 
But is too much knowledge a bad thing? Brock's plan to 
polish Billie goes horribly wrong, and the outcome is 
poignantly different from what he envisioned. 

Helen (Angela Ferri), the hotel maid, gives a cute and 

entertaining performance before the play begins, keeping 
the audience curious as to when the play would start. 

This is Theatre Director Jack Westin 's last show after 
27 years of outstanding shows with the Arena Theatre. He 
is retiring from COM and will move to the Hill Country. 

The play has a slow start and at first leaves the audience 
somewhat confused about Harry Brock's line of work. 
Scene 1 of Act I builds slowly, but the action intensifies 
by the end of Scene 2, Act I. Act II is fast-paced, and the 
motives of the characters, especially Brock's, become clear 
as everything comes together. 

Designer Tom King created an elaborate set that includes 
a short staircase to an upper level. The set changes slightly 
after Scene 1, Act I to underscore Billie's "education." 

· The set is so well-designed that no matter what seat audi
ence members are in, they can see th~ action. · 

For tickets and show times contact the box office at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 

We vvant you! 

Do you want to improve 
your writing skills? 

Or are you already a competent writer and 

just want to build portfolio pieces? 

lnterCOM needs new and experienced 

writers for the spring 2004 semester. 

Anyone interested can enroll in 

COMM 2311, Beginning Newsgathering 

& Writing, meeting Mondays & 

Wednesdays 12:30 a.m.-3 :20.p.m. No 

previous journalism experience required. 

Photography and advertising 
majors needed. 

lnterCOM could use your talents for 

photographing Otlr events and selling 

advertisement space during the spring 2004 

semester. Anyone interested can enroll in 

COMM 1129, Newspaper Publication I. · 

Meeting times will be arranged to fit your 

schedule. No previous journalism 

experience required. 

Contact lnterCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery at (409) 938-1211 or toll free I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 314, or via e-mail at <alowery@com.edu>. 

People Speak· Out 
By lnterCOM Editors and Staff 

NBC and CBS aired competing television mov
ies about captured POW Jessica Lynch and ab
ducted teen-ager Elizabeth Smart, respectively. The 
movies, Saving Jessica Lynch and The Elizabeth 
Smart Story, both aired at 8 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 9, 
during the "sweeps" period. With all of the hype 
surrounding these television movies, lnterCOM 
asked: ''Do you think tbis media attention is im
portant for viewers~ or does lt exp(oit its _subjec~?" 

Na.Qmi Sinis; Hhink it's 
important because aU 
teen-agers need to know 
what's going on~ 

Randy Ramirez: It's a 
little of both, bu.t it's 
mostly exploiting. Those 
girls don't want to relive 
what happeneJ'to'th;m. 

Cody Robertson: I'd 
say it's exploiting them 
because they're making 
millions of dollars with 
these people's suffering 
and pain. 

Jim Hackett: I tbjnk 
the sweeps are always 
used to exploit. The net
works try to pull emo
tional strings every 
chance they get. 

Steve S:eweJJ: {t.tiink 
they are exploitingthefr 
tragedies for conm1eicial 
purposes. 

Adama Kanu: I think 
it's important to watch 
because it gives knowl
edge about what went?"·_ 
over there from an °indi
vidual point of view. 

Mike Glayzer:It ismy 
opinion that the twQ net
works are only showing 
these specials for the 
profit, not the benefit of 
the chiJdren and others. 

Savannah Traylor: I 
think they are exploiting 
them. They've gone 
through enough as it is 
without it being publi-
cized. · 



Are you a good tipper? 
SeePage2 

www.com.edu/intercom 

InterCO M · limited 
to one print issue 
By JESSICA ROBERTSON 
Assistant Editor 

This may be the last issue of the InterCOM as you know 
it. The InterCOM staff recently received word through 
the Humanities Team that Vice President of Instruction 
Dr. James Templer and Associate Vice President of Gen
eral Education Dr. Andrew Nelson may not allow the print
ing of more than one issue of InterCOM next semester. 

Instead, the administration wants the journalism courses 
to focus less on the production of the paper and more on 
newsgathering, interviewing, writing and editing. 

According to Nelson, the administration feels that the 
amount of commitment the newspaper class requires is 
what is keeping the enrollment low, and a reduction of 
the production process will entice more students to en
roll. The administration also feels that the way journal-. 
ism is structured now does not best serve students. 

"Everything they want us to focus on is actually part of 
the production process; so we may as well have a printed 

.k1 0 ~1 Ma~al,;:'; ~ • ,t r Michael a\ am,. 
The administration want5 to begin using the online ver

sion of InterCOM, available at <http://www.com.edu/in
tercom>, to post the majority of students' articles. A ma
jor coRcem of the vice presidents is the co t of printing 
the paper. 

At the beginning of the fall semester, the administra
tion told lnterCOM that the college would only pay for 
one printed issue. After hearing the news, the staff held a 
garage sale in October and sold ad space to pay for the 
costs of additional issues. 

The current issue (December) is the only issue College 
of the Mainland paid for out of the Humanities Team bud-
get this semester. · 

Lealand Kelly (left) and Tillie Henson, Library 
Circulation coordinator, light candles during the 
Kwanzaa celebration held Dec. 4. See related 
story on Page 7. (Photo by Phil Johnson) 

Is Tupac really dead? 
See Pa~e 5 

Who says girls can't rock? 
See Page 7 

December 
2003 

TIPA Award-winner 

Panelists at the Student Concerns Forum held Nov. 20 in the COM Student Center (from left) Peter Early, director 
of Physical Plant; Pam Davenport, vice president of Student Service.,, a d Institutional Effectiveness; President 
Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes; and Dr. Andrew Nelson, associate vice pres dent,of General Education, explain new 
college policies, such as the mandatory enrollment of 15 students in a class. (Photo by Jessica Robertson) 

The staff began circulating a petition Nov. 17 to gain 
support for three printed issues per long semester. 

Staff members created the petition requesting that stu
dents in journalism classes maintain the traditional three 
printed issues in addition to the online editions. 

The petition included a statement that "the power of 
the printed word is the most valuable asset to any person 

and institution" and tha,t InterCOM "is a valuable asset to 
students, faculty and staff' of COM. 

More than 200 students across various parts of the cam
pus signed the petition in support of InterCOM and the 
journalism program. Several faculty members also have 
shown support for the printed newspaper. 

See Students Page 7 

COM to host dual credit high school 
By ALICE P. CAMPBELL 
Staff Reporter 

Starting next fall, College of the Mainland will have a 
new high school prograin on campus for juniors and se
niors interested in the petrochemical industry and indus
trial technology. The program will offer students a chance 
to earn an associate's degree in industrial technology, as 
well as a certificate in one of the certificate programs. 

COM received a federal grant in October for $700,000 
from the U.S. Department of Education to create an in
dustrial technology high school program on campus. 
Renea Campbell, director of K-12 Partnerships at COM, 
is now busy organizing the program. 

Campbell held a meeting Nov. 18 iq the TechnicalNo
cational Building to discuss the information with COM 
staff members and give more detailed plans. . 

The program is supposed to help high school students 
interested in the petrochemical industry advance into their 
field without taking duplicate classes and also to give them 
training and insight into the field. 

Students will finish high school at COM with mainly 
dual credit courses in regular college-credit classes. They 
will attend these classes with other COM students to give 

them the full experience of being in a college environ
ment. For high school courses that can't be substituted 
with college courses for dual credit, certified high school 
teachers will be hired to teach the secondary-level courses 
here on campus. These courses include Algebra I and II 
and English III. 

COM also held a curriculum meeting Dec. 12 with high
school level curriculum specialists and COM faculty to 
discuss the high school program's course requirements 
and eliminate repetitive classes so students won't take 
more classes than necessary. Tom English looked at the 
algebra curriculum; Dr. Greg Johnson, chemistry; Herman 
Trivilino, physics, and Dr. Gilchrist White, English. 

"The goal is to get them through high school faster and 
get their associate (degree) faster," Campbell said. 

To make the program as flexible as possible students 
will be able to create their own schedules . 

However, students still will be enrolled at their own 
high schools and will graduate with their high school class; 
there will not be a COM industrial technology high school 
graduation. After high school graduation, the students will 
continue school at COM to earn a certificate and/or an 
associate 's degree for an industrial technology career. 

See COM Page 6 · 
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Date rape drugs gain popularity in club scene 
By APRIL CLARDY 
Staff Reporter 

Rape. The mere mention of the word brings to mind 
dark, ugly, angry visuals. Between 17 and 25 percent of 
female college students will be victims of date rape. Most 
incidents go unre(?orted, but even the few that are reported 
show that date rape is a never ending problem. 

Date rape is different from other types of rape because 
the victim knows her attacker and may even be dating 
him. In the past few years, there has been a growth in the 
number of rapes that involve the victim being drugged. 
Rohypnol and Gamma-Hydroxybutyrate, also known as 
GHB, are the major agents in the druggings. 

First growing popular on the rave (an all-night dance 
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party known for DJs, techno music and rampant drug use) 
scene, Rohypnol and GHB have been gaining popularity 
at colleges since 1998. 

What is even more frightening is that many people have 
no idea what either of these drugs are or what they can do 
to a person. Rohypnol is a potent sedative that is in the 
same family as Valium and 10 times stronger. 
- According to The Nation_al Women's Health lnforma

tion Center Web site at <www.4woman.gov>, Rohypnol 's 
physical effects are noticeable between 15 and 30 min
utes and range from loss of social inhibition to death. 

Rohypnol is used in date rape situations because it can 
produce partial amnesia, causing the victim to black out 
and not remember what happened. _ 

According to <www.projectghb.org>, GHB was once 
used as a growth hormone stimulant for body building. In 
1990, the Food and Drug Administration issued a warn
ing for consumers to stop using GHB. 

The side effects of GHB can be felt within 15 minutes 
and range from disorientation to coma. When ingested 
with alcohol, the effects can be life threatening. Without 
proper medical attention, the combination can be fatal. · 

Two characteristics make GHB so dangerous. One is 
that GHB is home-grown, or made by non-professionals 
in their own kitchens by mixing various chemicals, in
cluding floor stripper and drain cleaner. 

As a result, there are differences in the purity, concen
tration, and potency of various mixtures. Another dan
gerous characteristic is that there is only a slight differ
ence between the dosage that will produce intoxication 
effects and the amount that will induce harmful effects. 

A liquid version _of these drugs, especially Rohypnol, 
is being used to slip into unsuspecting women's drinks at 
nightclubs. After the drug takes effect, the woman is led 
to another location, away from the club and is assaulted. 

A woman can protect herself from being drugged by 
staying afert to her environment. Not accepting open 
drinks from anyone she doesn't know is one of the best 
ways a woman can avoid being drugged. She should also 
never leave a drink unattended. 

Rohypnol has been distributed illegally by drug deal
ers in these clubs. The drug is· concealed in water bottles 
and sold by the capful. The price ranges from $4-$10 per 
serving. Possession of the original form of the drug leads 
to felony charges. 

There have been recent cases in the Houston area in
volving date rape drugs in the club setting. According to 
the Houston Chronicle, approximately 1,000 of the 2,400 · 
reported "date rape drug" cases in 1996 occurred in Texas. 

Tipping etiquette vital 
during holiday season 
By JASON OLIVER 
Staff Reporter 

Tipping is not a city in China. 
Yes, tipping is an option, and certainly if you receive 

terrible serv_ice, not tipping also is an option. If you re
ceive awful service, ask to talk to the manager. The man
ager can't fix the problem if he or she doesn't know about 
it. When a customer doesn't leave a tip, it only makes it 
worse for the next customer, who in turn, also will re
ceive awful service. · 

But don't be so quick to assume that you had a bad 
server (waiter), when you may have had a good server at 
a bad time. A family emergency could be weighing on the 
server's mind. 

Texas is among the many states that calculate a per
centage of a server's sales as the ~erver 's tips. Therefore, 
a server's hourly wage is just over $2, even lower than 
minimum wage. The obvious reasoning behind this is the 
belief that the public is educated in proper tipping eti
quette. But with the failing economy, many people are 
shorting their servers. 

Proper etiquette for tipping a food server is 15-20 per
cent of the total bill, and commonly it is the same for a 
cocktail server. For a bartender, the rate also is the same. 
Since most people begin at the bar and move to a table 
after a couple of drinks, they need ~o make sure they settle 
with the bartender before relocating to their table. 

In many restaurants, employees such as busboys, host
esses and bartenders receive a tip pool. Tip pooling is yet 
another system used to take an es_timated percentage of a 
server's sales and deduct it from the server's tips to dis.: 
tribute to the different employees. So, if a family has a 
$100 dinner bill and only leaves a 10 percenttip, $1 goes 
to the bartender (whether or not the customers had a drink), 
and $1 goes to the busboys and hostesses. These are auto
matic deductions even before the government gets a 
chance to. deduct taxes. 
. Essentially, the money a server walks out with at the 
end of a shift is that server's paycheck. Unless the server's 
paycheck contains tip pool for extra duties, a typical pay
check is no more than gas money. 

Incomplete parties should not be seated until all mem
bers of the party are present. This will ensure that the 
server can get maximum use of the table. 

Also, if a party is having a good time talking, and con
sequently is spending enough time at the table that the 
server could have had another party at the table in that 
time, it is appropriate to tip the seryer ~gain to compen
sate for the table. Most restaurants only give a server a 
certain number of tables, which makes every table vital 
and table-time highly valuable. 

Finally, Christmas is a great time of the year to remem
ber those who serve you frequently, but holiday stress of
ten forces the worst out of people when they finally have 
a chance to be in charge. So forget the hassle of the mall 
and appreciate the hard work of someone serving you, 
b':'t don't forget that the people serving you have families 
to provide a Christmas for, too: 

For further information on tipping etiquette go to <http:/ 
/www.findalink.net/tippingetiquette.php>. 



Confidence in jury 
selection questioned 

Two months ago I reported to the Galveston County 
Courthouse on the Island in response to a jury summons. 
The summons advised the minimum age and citizenship· 
requirement as well as that one can't have been convicted 
of theft or a felony. I don't have as much trouble with 
these as with the following requirements: 1) you must be 
of sound mind and good moral character; and 2) be able 
to read and write (in English). 

How should I define "sound mind"? And what about 
people who, arguably, may not be tQtally of sound mind? 
And "g9od moral character"? Is someone determined to 
be of good moral character if a search reveals his or her 
name is not on the local sex offenders list? How about 
someone holding a "9 to 5" job, married with children, 
who may become "involved" with someone at work? Is 
that person less qualified to serve on a jury, especially a 
trial involving marital fidelity? 

I didn't appreciate hearing a judge half-jokingly advise 
prospective jurors they are going to be "trusted" to· 
determine for themselves if they are of sound mind. And I 
was both shocked and dismayed during the voir dire 
process (where prospective jurors are questioned) to hear 
the prosecuting attorney, in a lame attempt to promote 
participation, refer to the jury panel process and proceed
ings as "entertainment." 

As for jury literacy, how ·about we replace the shallow, 
superficial voii dire process with the segment "Jay 
Walking" from the Tonight Show with Jay Leno? What 
better way for the officers of the court to be entertained 
and educated. It would be a better way for lawyers to get 
some idea of how sophisticated the 40 plus panel 

' members might be, as all sides search for the all elusive 
"fair and impartial" jury. 

And while we're pointing out foibles of the jury 
selection process, let's not neglect to look at other parts 
of the justice system. 

We're told of tainted crime lab·results, unqualified 
toxicologists, incompetent medical examiners and field 

. technicians, as well as volatile "peace" officers. Appar
ently, certification doesn't necessarily_ equal qualification. 
Most alarming is that more than 130 ex-convicts nation
wide, including 12 who were on Death Row, have been 
exonerated through new DNA evidence. 

In the December issue of Biography magazine, DNA 
expert Barry Scheck estimates that thousands of wrong
fully convicted, innocent people are behind bars. He also 
details unsettling lapses of tech~ical knowledge by both 
the judge and the defense attorney in one particular case, 
as well as half a dozen other factors that often lead to the 
conviction of innocent people. 

"Scheck emphasizes that relying on DNA alone isn't 
enough to ensure that innocent people won't be sent to 
jail," writes Paula Bernstein in Biography. She cites .that 
"only about 20 percent of all serious felonies have any 
biological evidence where a DNA test can be used to 
prove guilt or innocerice." 

Rather than selJing jury service as "entertainment" or 
rewarding grade school children (future jurors) with 
boom-boxes for naming the first U.S. president, we 
should examine our culture and educational system. 

Our country's history reveals excessive attention to 
expediency as well as business and its bottom line. 

We need to fund, support and pay attention to our 
children's education the same way we support contact 
sports and Hollywood. Were we to do so, there would be 
less need to rely on "entertaining" adults to participate on 
a jury, bribing children to know the most basic material, 
or forcing a growing number of people into prisons via 
unemployment and underemployment. 
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Music Professor James Heffel directs the COM Singers during the concert titled "Music for All Times-Music for 
Our Time" held Dec. 4 in the Fine Arts Recital Hall. Special guest Laura Kicklighter (left) accompanied the sing
ers on the violoncello. (Photo by Tara Land) 

Choi_r concert features holiday favorites 
By TARA LAND 
Staff Reporter 

An important part of the community and of College of 
the Mainland is the fine arts department. The plays, bands 
and choirs entertain not only the COM community but 
also the surrounding communities. 

On Dec. 4 the COM Singers and the COM Studio Group 
did just that. The Recital Hall in the Fine Arts Building 
was filled with siblings, parents, spouses, friends and 
community members to hear the two groups sing. 

Choir director and music Professor James Heffel chose 
"Music for All Times-Music for Our Time" as the title 
for the concert. He included such classics as" Ave Maria" 
and Christmas favorites of all ages, such as "O Come 
Rejoicing" and "Carol of the Bells." Also included were 
pieces dealing with events today. 

One particular piece, "God Grant Me to be Silent," 
spoke to Heffel. Of it he said, "You could have knocked 
me over with a feather when I read this piece." With all 
of our busyness we need to sit and be still, Heffel said, 
adding that we need to take time to enjoy life and not 
always be in a rush. 

"Who are the Brave" was a piece that honors the men 
and women who have risked their lives in the war. 

The COM Singers' last song, "There Will Be a New 

Day," had the message that no matter what has happened 
today, we should cheer up because tomorrow is a new 
day. The choir received a sta.n9ing ovation as they moved 
off the risers and into the aisles of the Recital Hall where 
they serenaded the audien1:e. 

Pianist M.J. Milford accompanied the COM Singers. 
Heffel said Milford, who has worked with the singers for 
10 years, knows what Heffel is going to do before he does. 
Special guest Laura Kicklighter also accompanied the 
COM Singers on the violoncello for "O Music," and "God 
Grant Me to be Silent." · 

After a 10 minute intermission the COM Studio Group 
performed. The arrangements for their pieces wert; a little 
bi! more jazzy and involved more Christmas songs. 

COM st\ldent Tracey Suarez sang the solo listed in the 
program as "The Christmas Song," but otherwise known 
as "Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire." COM students 
Paulo Castillo and Jenna Contenta entertained the audi
ence with a duet of "Anything You Can Do" from the 
musical Annie Get Your Gun. COM graduate Relana 
Gerami performed the last solo, "White Christmas." The 
audience clearly enjoyed all performances because the 
COM Studio Group also received a standing ovation. 

Anyone who would like to be a part of either the COM · 
Singers or the Studio Group should contact Heffel at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 200. 

1980s toy lines back on shelves, television 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

When you were growing up, did you spend count
less hours watching television cartoons such as Mas
ters of the Universe, Transformers or Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles? Did you also re-enact the episode you 
just saw with your action figures? If so, you can now 
share these same cartoons with your own children. 

All thre~ cartoons are back in a big way. New up
dated cartoons of Masters of the Universe and Trans
formers are currently airirtg Saturday nights at 6 and 
6:30 p.m., respectively, on Cartoon Network. New epi
sodes of Teenage Mutant Ninja Turt_les are airing Sat
urday mornings at 9:30 a.m. on UPN. 

All three cartoons revisit the same characters and 
settings, but do not necessarily follow the original 
storylines. However, their stories are more sophisti
cated and targeted more to adults. The new Teenage 

Mutant Ninja Turtles cartoon is closely based on the 
original comic rather than the cartoon series. 

The most drastic change is in the new Transformers 
cartoon, Transformers Armada. in this new cartoon, 
known for its robots that transform into vehicles, many 
of the characters are more modem than they were in 
the classic series. Masters of the Universe stays truest 
to its original series with few noticeable differences. 

All three properties also have released new updated 
toy lines to accompany the cartoons. For those who 
were children when the toy lines first came out, both 
the Masters of the Universe and Transformers lines 
have reissued exact replicas of their original '80s toys. 

And if that is not enough to satisfy you, each line 
has a blitz of additional merchandise, such as comic 
books, video games, T-shirts, bedroom sets and any
thing else you could possibly imagine. 

Watch for more '80s toy revivals because G.I. Joe, 
Care Bears and Strawberry Shortcake are also in stores. 
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Biology professor receives 
several prestigious awards 
By APRIL CLARDY 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland biology Professor Emmeline 
Dodd has led an extraordinary life. This mother of one 
has received distinguished alumni awards from both the 
University of Houston-Clear Lake and Stephen F. Austin 
State University in Nacogdoches. She has been with COM 
for 31 years and truly loves the school. 

Dodd was an active volunteer with The Houston Live
stock Show and Rodeo from 1991-1994, where she raised 
$50,000 in scholarships each year. She is now an honor
ary member. 

Recalling her school dals.Dodd stated: "I loved school 
so much that I went for 35 years straight; I never skipped 
a class even through college." 

It was at Stephen F. Austin in Dr. Gibson's biology class 
that Dodd realized she wanted to be a teacher. "He loved 
the subject so much that his love of biology came through 
to his students." 

After realizing she wanted to be a teacher, Dodd was so 
thrilled about everything she was learning that she went 
home and taught her younger sisters everything each day. 
"They hated me for it," she added with a laugh. So, it 
wasn't much of coincidence that her sisters became teach
ers, she said, adding, "Teachers are born, not made." 

Dodd earned both a bachelor's and a master's degree 
from Stephen F. Austin, and another master's degree from 
the University of Houston-Clear Lake. 

Dodd taught at South Houston High School before be
coming a college professor. 

In comparing the two, she said, "Teaching high school 
is different from teaching college; high school students 
don't want to be in class and college students are inter-

Biology Professor Emmeline Dodd tends to plants in the greenhouse in the Math Science Building. Dodd has 
received many awards in her teaching career, including being voted Outstanding Teacher of the Year four times. 
She also was named one of 10 Piper Professors in 1998. (Photo by Jessica Robertson) 

ested in being here." 
While at COM, she served as president for the Texas 

Community College Teachers Association, where she was 
one of only five presidents over a 50-year period. 

In 1982 Dodd initiated a student-selected Outstanding 
Teacher of the Year award. Students have named Dodd 
Outstanding Teacher of the Year four times. 

After winning that award in 1998, Dodd.was selected 
as one of the 10 Piper Professors in Texas. The Piper Pro
fessors are chosen from a pool of outstanding university 

and college professors in Texas and are awarded $2,500 
along with a pin and certificate. 

The biggest reward Dodd gets from being an educator 
is having her students acknowledge what they have learned 
from h_er. "When these students come up and thank me, 
that is the biggest reward that I could receive." 

Dodd, who plans to retire after next summer, has re
mained a favorite teacher for many students. The energy 
and love that she puts into her teaching come through to 
her students, which adds a unique quality to her classes. 

SAB president enjoys COM atmosphere Lynch not only soldier 
deserving spotlight By JESSICA ROBERTSON 

Assistant Editor 

Prospective students consider many factors when 
choosing a college. Some base their decision on a field of 
study, while others select a school their parents attended. 

When considering College of the Mainland, Lucero 
"Abby" Amaro cited convenience as the main attraction. 

"My mom basically picked it for me since we only live 
five minutes away," Amaro said. "It's close to home, and 

SAB President Lucero "Abby" Amaro works in the 
SAB room in the Gym. In her first semester as presi
dent, Amaro has initiated large-scale events for the 
college community. (Photo by Jessica Robertson) 

the tuition is really reasonable." 
Amaro, who serves as president of the Student Activi

ties Board, has found more than just convenience at COM. 
"I ran for SAB president because I thought it would be 

a really cool position to have," Amaro said. "Rachel (Rob
erts, former SAB president) was leaving COM last se
mester when I was SAB historian, and that gave me the 
opportunity to run." . 

As the new SAB president, Amaro has initiated large
scale events for the school and community, such as the 
Chinese Golden Dragon Acrobat show in September. 

"I wanted to have a big show for the students, employ
ees and for the community," Amaro explained. "Seeing 
all the students and faculty enjoying themselves at our 
events makes it all worthwhile." 

She also plans to have the Kuumba House Dance The
atre perform in February for Black History Month. 

While managing a full schedule of classes and her obli
gations as SAB president, Amaro also manages to find 
time for leisure activities by using the pool room in the 
Student Center and going to the Gym. 

Amaro, who has attended COM for a year, says profes
sors, such as developmental studies Professor Catherine 
Moran and math Professor Rose Shirey, as well as tutors 
in the math lab have helped her to achieve her goals. 

"~rs. Shirey ~as a really good math teacher. She ex
plained things and made me really understand math. I 
loved her sense of humor, too." 

Amaro also credits SAB sponsor Maryann Urick for 
her success at COM. She calls Urick "an outstandii:ig per
son" and, says that she is grateful for her support. 

Amaro ·is considering a major in real estate and also is 
interested in taking drama courses. After she finishes at 
COM, she would like to attend the University of Houston 
main campus, where she has lots of friends. Her mother, 
however, has different plans for her. 

"She says the day I leave COM is the tlay she dies. She 
wants me to be here forever." 

By TARA LAND 
Staff Reporter 

The ambush of the Army's 507th Maintenance 
Company in Iraq, on March 23 was deadly. Of the 
33 soldiers who made a wrong turn into the Iraqi 
town of Nasiriyah, 11 were killed and six were cap
tured. The deadly battle produced what the media is 
calling the war's most enduring hero, a West Vir-
ginia teen-ager named Jessica Lynch. · 

The nation has seen Lynch's rescue recounted all 
over the news and has watched her "made for TV 
movie" that aired Nov. 9. Not only Americans, but 
people in other countries are reading her book,/ am 
a Soldier, Too. The Jessica Lynch Story, whether for 
a school assignment or to get more insight into what 
Lynch may have had to endure. 

The nation aches for Lynch, but what about the 
her five comrades who were captured, or the 11 

. killed in the line of duty? What about thei~ stories? 
Are they not heroes just as much as Jessica Lynch? 

We don't read about Patrick Miller, who is re
.sponsible for saving Lynch's life, or. Shoshana 
Johnson, who was shot in both legs and was a pris
oner of war. How about Lori Ann Piestewa, who 
was the first American Indian female killed in com
bat, or Sgt. Rodrigo Gonzalez, who was the first 
casualty in the Iraqi war? Gonzalez was buried in 
Savinas Hidalgo, Mexico, with full military honors 
and was made a U.S. citizen after his death. 

In Lynch's interview with Diane Sawyer, which 
aired on ABC Nov. 12, a lot of information was 
shared and the truth was told. There were no wit

See Media Page 5 



Media focuses its 
attention on Lynch 
Continued from Page 4 
nesses to what happened to Lynch because everyone else 
in her vehicle (part of a convoy) died. Lynch, herself, was 
not a very good witness because she was unconscious most 
of the time. The government and media decided to fill in 
the blanks on their own. 

According to the Sawyer interview, the stories of Lynch 
fighting until she lost consciousness and shooting several 
Iraqis are untrue. In reality she said she huddled, prayed 
and did not fire a single shot since her gun had jammed. 

On the other hand, Miller openly admits he was a lousy 
marksman, failed his first marksmanship test and hadn't 
fired a weapon in seven months. The story he tells has not 
been heard by many people. In the article "Patrick 
Miller-Jessica Lynch's Hero" found on 
<www.CBS.com.>, Miller tells how he saved his own life 
as well as the lives of the others that day. "One guy jumped 
up to where I could see him, and he had a mortar round in 
his hand, getting ready to drop it in the tube," Miller re
lates, "I raised my rifle up and shot, and he fell over." 

After his first shot, Miller's gun jammed, just like 
Lynch's. He said he pounded it on his hand after every 
shot to get the next bullet loaded. Doing that several times 
until he did not see any more Iraqis is what probably saved 
Lynch's and the other POWs' lives. Miller, who was in a 
different vehicle from Lynch but in the same convoy, said 
in the article: "It's good to know that you actually did 
something to save other people's lives, but for me, as far 
as people saying that I'm a hero, I don't feel that I'm a 
hero. I feel that I was doing my job as a soldier." 

Johnson, a POW who was in the same vehicle as Miller, 
said: "He did an amazing thing; he saved our lives. If that 
mortar had hit that vehicle we were underneath, we'd be 
gone. And so would Jessica, because it would have been 
a chain reaction. It had all that fuel; we'd be dead." 

Johnson and Lynch were wounded in the same battle. 
They were both captured on the same day, both wounded 
severely by the Iraqi soldiers, but Lynch gets all the fame. 
According to "A Tale of Two Soldiers," found at 
<www.bet.com>, Johnson was shot through both legs and 
was held prisoner for 21 days. She returned home but with
out the media flurry and official hype that her friend and 
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Two members of the U.S. Army honor guard fold the flag presented to the family of Rodrigo Gonzalez, the first 
casualty of the war in Iraq. His funeral was held in Savinas Hidalgo, Mexico. Gonzalez, a Mexican national, was 
the first person buried with full honors by t!'le U.S. military outside the United States. This funeral also was the 
first attended by a military general. Gonzalez's brothers Ricardo {left inset), Rolando (right inset) and Ramiro 
(not pictured) also serve in the Army. (Photo courtesy Major Richard Crusan) 

comrade-in-arms Jessica Lynch enjoyed. 
Johnson walks with a limp and is unable to stand for 

long periods of time due to her injuries. With so many 
soldiers killed and wounded in Iraq, shouldn't all rei;eive 
the same media attention? And in the case of Johnson, 
doesn't she deserve the same monetary benefits as Lynch? 

According to "A Tale ... ," Johnson is receiving 30 per
cent disability benefits for her injuries, whereas Lynch is 
receiving 80 percent. That amounts to a $600 to $700 
difference per month. The Rev. Jesse Jackson, who plans 
to plead Johnson's case at the White House, the Penta
gon and to members of Congress, is quoted in "A Tale 
... "assaying, "Here's a case of two women, same (unit), 
same war, everything about their service commitment and 
their risk is equal .... Yet, there's an enormous contrast 
between how the military has handled these two cases." 

In the article "Reading Between the Lines: Saving Pri
vate Johnson" found at <www.africana.com>, Amy 
Alexander writes, "The canonization of Lynch is, I sup
pose, understandable, given the extent of her injuries, and 
the fact that she is the rare woman soldier." However, is 
that enough reason to give Lynch more disability funds 
than another "rare woman soldier"? 

Is this a case of discrimination, racism or favoritis)Tl? 
The public may not know the truth about why Johnson 
receives less money, but now we know that she does. 

Miller, Johnson and all the soldiers who have fought, 
died and been wounded for America deserve the nation's 
attention just as much as Lynch does. The book deals, tele
vision movies and articles should not be just about Lynch 
but should tell the story of each individual hero, because 
they are a!l heroes. 

Notorious rapper's supposed death surrounded by speculation 
By ALICE P. CAMPBELL 
Staff Reporter 

Ever since Tupac Shakur's untimely death Sept. 13, 
1996, there has been speculation that he is not really dead. 
With the release of the movie Tupac: Resurrection Nov. 
16, it seems that the circumstances only get stranger. 

In. 1996 Shakur released two albums. The first was a 
double CD titled All Eyes On Me, which was released 
Feb. 13, 1996. On Sept. 7, 1996, Shakurwas shot in Las 
Vegas as he was leaving the highly publicized Mike Tyson 
and Evan.der Holyfield fight. Counting the day he was 
shot, Shakur survived six days and died on the seventh 
day~ eerily on Friday the 13th. No funeral was held, and 
supposedly Shakur was cremated the next day. On Nov. 
7 Shakur's CD, Don Kalluminati: The Seven Day Theory, 
was released under the alias Makavelli. 

The alias Makavelli on The Seven Day Theory album 
refers to Niccolo Machiavelli, a 16th century Italian phi-· 
losopher who believed in faking one's death in order to 
deceive one's enemies and become powerful. In the first 
song released from the album, titled "Hail Mary," he raps 
about killing his enemies, and in one line Shakur refers 
to himself as a ghost. 

The video for "Hail Mary," tells a spooky story of a 
spirit coming back from the dead to kill his enemies. 
This makes one wonder if Shakur was sending out a 
message to his enemies. His main enemy at the time; 
rapper Biggie Smalls, died March 9, 1997, six months 
after Shakur's supposed death. 

Six other Shakur albums have been released since The 

Seven Day Theory, along with the recent release of the 
soundtrack to Resurrection. Several other rap artists' al
bums also feature Shakur. In many of the songs released 
after the rapper's "death," he raps about already being 
dead and being in heaven. 

One has to wonder why someone would write songs, 
especially enough to fit on six albums, about being dead 
already. It has been rumored that on recent albums, Shakur 
makes references to tragedies such as Columbine and 9/ 
11, but no one can give the specific names of these songs. 

There have been explanations deemed valid as to how · 
a dead rapper can produce six albums about hi~ death 
before he's dead. In the documentary "Biggie & Tupac," 
released in 2002 about the deaths of Shakur and SmalJs, 
Shakur said in an interview that he received a prophecy 
that he was going to die, which would explain why many 
of his later songs are about death. 

As far as the enormous amount of newly released re
corded material after his death, those close to him say 
that Shakur basically lived in the studio during his last 
days, which is why he's had so many albums released 
since his death. 

Some things still don't add up, sucli as Shakur's au
topsy photo. According to <tupacnet.org>, the photo was 
featured in the book The Killing ofTupac Shakur, by Cathy 
Scott. The picture is hard to validate since only a profile 
of Shakur's body is seen and there is no evidence of the 
prominent "Thug Life" tattoo that is on Shakur's stom
ach. The black and white plcture's very poor quality makes 
it difficult to tell .whether or not it really is Shakur. 

The connections with the number seven are too many 

to be a coincidence. But many say that if the number seven 
were a sign that he is coming back, he would have come 
back in the seventh year since his death, which would have 
been Sept. 13 of this year. But with the release of Resur
rection, it is possible Shakur would not have want~d to 
foul up the success of the movie, which brought in $4.6 
million within its first weekend of Nov. 16. 

Shakur's album sales have been huge since his death, 
doubling the average sales of his albums from 3 million 
to 6 million copies. Newsweek reported that the six al
bums since his death have grossed more than $40 million, 
and that soon a Makavelli clothing line will debut. 

If the rapper is dead, it seems that the music industry is 
capitalizing on his death. The Resurrection soundtrack fea
tures a mixture of some unreleas~d tracks by Shakur, as 
well as some mixes of his vocals along with rapper 
Eminem (the producer of the album) and rapper 50 Cent. 
Before most of the public was aware of the filming of 
Resurrection, 50 Cent and Eminem had already remade 
Shakur's song "Hail Mary" in which 50 ~ent raps about 
Shakur coming back from the dead. 

Even the movie title, Tupac: Resurrection, perpetuates 
the idea that he isn't dead. The speculations have made 
Shakur more popular than ever and opened the eyes of the 
world to his legacy. MTV's Tupac: Resurrection special 
called Shakur the "Elvis of hip-hop," which is fitting, since 
he is No. 8 on Forbes magazine's richest deceased celeb
rities list. 

But looking at the facts, the strange coincidences and 
the mysterious messages in Shakur's music, one could eas
ily con~lude that Shakur faked his death. 



Page 6, December 2003, IoterCOM 

Campus Life 

Texas Tech University (Lubbock) Fine Arts Professor James C. Watkins holds a pottery demonstration Nov. 10. 
"The longer you practice, the better you start feeling the clay, instead of it feeling you," he said. His pottery and 
60-pound double-walled cauldron were on display in November. (Photo by Pearson Lubrano) 

Workshop promotes creative exploration of art 
By PEARSON LUBRANO 
Staff Reporter 

"Sometimes it's· very important to get closer," said 
Tracey McLaren, a former art student at College of the 
Mainland. "The farther away, the more distorted your 
(view) because of the shape of your eye. Sometimes it 
helps to close one eye." McLaren referred to how she drew 
a big-bellied man in his 50s or 60s named "Henry." Henry, 
the model, was seated on a raised wood platform, under 
soft incandescent lighting in the Fine Arts Building. 

McLaren was one of more than 15 people who partici
pated in this overnight event known as "Art Attack," held 
Friday night, Nov. 14. 

The 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. event was inspired by art Profes
sor Mark Greenwalt's time as a student at Stephen F. Aus
tin State University in Nacogdoches. He thought it \1/0uld 
be great to recreate an exciting, inspiring, fun atmosphere, 
similar to his time spent at SFA's 24-hour art studio. 

This was COM 's second Art Attack. Admission was free 
and open to any student, faculty, staff or member of the 
community. Anyone could simply walk in and look 
around, or participate if they wished. 

A mother, Tierni Sager, and her 13-year-old son, 
Morton, came by during the intermission of the COM 
Arena Theatre's Born Yesterday. They came to try some 
free-handed paintbrushing on a 4 to 8 foot canvas. Nearby, 
McLaren and six other people drew or painted a likeness 
of the model on their own notepads or canvasses. 

In the adjoining classroom, adjunct art instructor Joe 
Clark demonstrated printmaking. Participants worked with 
wood, metal or clay-painting, printmaking or sculpting. 

The room with the model Henry was relatively quiet. 
In the background one could hear gentle, soothing classi
cal music from a radio, as well as the distant, steady saw
ing and filing of metal sheets from the other room. 

Several students who were painting on their 8 by 10 
inch wood panels often painted over their pictures, want
ing to try a different image-or engage in random brush 
strokes, not unlike young children. Other students, such 
as Virginia Murello, in Greenwalt's Drawing 1 class and 
Mona Marshall's photography class, preferred to stick to 
one image, seeing it to its completion. Murello said she's 
worked with pencil, ink and charcoal so far and that ink 
is her favorite because "it's harder to work.with, more 
fun." And as one might guess, Greenwalt makes room for 
both of these two seemingly opposite approaches, in both 
his classroom and the Art Attack. 

Greenwalt indicates that the creative process can be 
about simple exploration, not always about having a spe
cific goal in mind. His message is that art is as much about 
a work in progress as it is about anything else. 

Greenwalt invited all who wanted to work on the 4 to 8 
foot canvas to do so, advising them that "the goal for that 
piece there is to not finish it." Someone replied, "Wow! If 
the goal's not to finish it; then we just can't lose with that, 
right?" This was followed by laughter, and he reassur
ingly replied in a calm, warm tone, "Can't lose." 

COM adds industrial technology degree 
Continued from Page 1 

Students also will work on portfolios and resumes as 
well as go on group field trips designed to prepare them 
for-jobs in the petrochemical field. Job shadowing and 
internship opportunities at companies in the industrial tech
nology field also will be available. 

BP Industries is depending on COM to supply the com
pany with employees for the next 10 years as the last gen
eration of employees begins to retire. Consequently, BP 
will have job opportunities for graduates of the program. 

Campbell said the industrial technology degree will be 
added so that graduates of the program will have more 
than a certificate. Employees with degrees in the petro
chemical field make more money and have better advance
ment opportunities than those with just certificates. 

· Campbell said the program hopes to target the seven 
school districts in the COM service area (La Marque, 
Texas City, Hitchcock, Santa Fe, Friendswood, Clear 
Creek and Dickinson) to get 100 students enrolled in the 
program by f~II 2004. After the first year, expected en
rollment is 200 students a year for four consecutive years. 

In February, applications will be distributed to high 
schools within the COM service area. The deadline to turn 
them in is Feb. 27. Students will tum in their applications 
to their school districts )Vhich will screen them in March. 
Those applicants who pass the screening will be inter
viewed at COM in April to be selected for the program. 

For more information about the program, contact Camp
bell at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 8859, Ext. 110, 
or visit the COM Web site at <www.com.edu>. 

Charities of athletes 
lack media coverage 
Editor '.S' note: This is the third part of a three-part series 
concerning the media '.S' impact on sports. 

By JASON OLIVER · 
Staff Reporter 

It seems that everybody agrees that bad behavior in 
sports is a problem that is out of control. But is the media 
making it worse by focusing on the bad behavior? 

If the argument is that the media has an,o?ligation to 
report the news, good or bad, why is there more emphasis 
on athletes' bad behavior? Shouldn' t the overwhelming 
number of athletes that give back to their community be 
held in the sp9tlight for their good sportsmanship? The 
press focuses on negative incidents, but many athletes are 
doing great things for their communities. 

Last year in the NBA playoffs, 13-year-old Natalie Gil
bert was chosen to sing the national anthem and forgot 
the ·words in ,front of 19,000 fans in Dallas. Maurice 
Cheeks, coach for the visiting team, strolled over to the 
young girl, put his arm around her and started singing, 

. thereby inspiring the whole crowd to sing in harmony. 
The NBA could not buy better publicity, but this selfless 
act was soon forgotten. 

It is not uncommon to see the media exploiting a clip 
of kids talking trash to each other while playing basket
ball, no doubt impersonating their favorite NBA players. 

Maybe instead there should have been some exposure 
of Toronto Raptor's star, Vince Carter, who founded the 
Embassy of Hope Foundation, which encourages young 
people to follow their dreams. And how about the "Read 
to Achieve" program that has NBA players going to 
schools during the year and reading to students? 

How do professional athletic associations promote the 
enormous amounts of community service being provided 
without sounding selfish or egotistical? One example of 
a positive role model in the NFL is Michael Mccrary who 
formed "Mac's Miracle Fund." He donated $100,000 to 
the Maryland Special Olympics, the largest grant ever 
given to the Special Olympics by an athlete or entertainer. 

Another positive example is Keysha·wn Johnson, re
cently released by the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, who played 
host to 140 youths last Thanksgiving for dinner. Sadly, 
incidents like these don't get the publicity they deserve. 

A positive influence in the NHL is Darren McCarty of 
the Detroit Red Wings. He started the McCarty Cancer 
Foundation to raise awareness of multiple myeloma (ma
lignant tumor of the bone marrow), improve the quality 
of life for myeloma patients.and work toward~ preven
tion and a cure. 

Probably one of the more well-known charities set up 
by a professional athlete is the Tiger Woods Foundation, 
which offers positive opportunities to underprivileged 
youths. Emphasis is focused on the importance of paren
tal involvement and responsibility to their children. 

Maybe the question should be, who is holding the me
dia accountable for creating a negative stereotype of the 
professional athlete when the vast majority of athletes are 
vital parts of their community? The media is a teaching 
tool; unfortunately, it is helping to teach today's youth 
the wrong characteristics of sportsmanship. For more in
formation go to <http://www.ESPN.com>. 
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Teen-age guitarist reminiscent of greats 
By JESSICA ROBERTSON 
Assistant Editor 

This fall InterCOM wi:ll have featured three talented up 
and coming musical acts which defy conventional trends. 
Blues guitarist Joe Bonamassa was_ showcased in the Oc
tober issue, and pop-rock band The Waking Hours was 
featured in November. 

Guitar prodigy Shannon Curfman is another artist who 
has rejected the more popular overproduced sound of 
mainstream radio for a mixture of blues, rock and R&B. 

At only 18 years old, Curfman already has accomplished 
quite a bit in her career. According to her press release, 
she made her stage debut at age 7 in a local talent show in 
her hometown of Fargo, N.D., and was .singing in local 
coffeehouses by age 10. 

During this time, Curfman convinced her parents to 
move to Minneapolis, Minn., where she would have more 
opportunities than in her small hometown. There she met 
fellow teen-age musician and Fargo native Jonny Lang. 
His band at the time, Kid Jonny Lang and the Big Bang, 
was releasing an independent record and touring the area. 

Lang inspired Curfman to learn guitar and study blues 
musicians such as Robert Johnson. 

In April 1999 Curfman released the independent album 
Loud Guitars, Big Suspicions, which featured collabora
tions with Lang and veteran songwriters Kevin Bowe and 

Bruce McCabe. Curfman co-wrote seven of the 11 songs 
on her debut album, which also includes covers of Sheryl 
Crow's "Hard to Make a Stand" and The Band's "The 
Weight." 

The first single from her album, "True Friends," re
ceived airplay from local radio stations, and eventually, 
32 stations across the country added the independent re
lease to their playlists. Curfman's natural talent and . 
songwriting ability made record labels take notice. 

She received several offers and signed with Arista 
Records at age 14. loud Guitars, Big Suspicions was 
rereleased on Arista in September 1999. 

Critics instantly compared Curfman to legends such 
as Janis Joplin and Bonnie Raitt as well as her own in
spirations, Lang·and Crow. Loud Guitars, Big Su~picions 
is as diverse an album as Curfman's own musical tastes. 

Yearning ballads, "Never Enough" and "If You Change 
Your Mind," showcase an emotional and vocal maturity 
beyond Curfman's age. More uptempo songs, such as 
"Few and Far Between" and "Playing with Fire," allow 
listeners to hear Curfman's blues-inspired guitar solos. 

After completing a nationwide tour in support of her 
album, Curfman took a short break and decided to leave 
Arista. According to her official Web site, she is currently 
signed with Epic Records and working on a new album. 

For more information on Curfman, visit <http:// 
www.shannoncurfman.com>. 
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·~, 
Eighteen-year-old guitar prodigy Shannon Curfman is 
currently working on a follow-up to her critically ac
claimed first album, Loud Guitars, Big Suspicions. 
Curfman has been compared to legends such as Janis 
Joplin and Bonnie Raitt. (Press Photo) 

Kwanzaa celebration. enlightens students of tradition_, culture 
ByTARALAND 
Staff Reporter 

Kwanzaa is a non-religious African-American holiday 
that celebrates the family, the community and the culture. 
It is a celebration that is held for seven days, Dec. 26-
Jan.~-...-

Kwanzaa began in 1966, when Dr. Manulana Karenga, 
professor and chairman of black studies at California State 
University, searched for a way to bring the black commu
nity together. He founded a cultural organization, US (we, 
the people), and started to research African "first fruit" 
(harvest) celebrations. Several different harvest ceiebra
tions, such as the Ashanti, the Karenga and the Zulu, form 

the basis of Kwanzaa. 
The name Kwanzaa comes from the phrase "mantunda 

ya kwanza," which means "first fruits" in Swahili: 
Those who celebrate Kwanzaa do so in their own way, 

but celebrations often include singing, dancing, African 
drum playing, storytelling, poetry reading and a large tra
ditioJ1al me.al. ( QLl:.QJ.lrse. what wmilila.n~ebrationJ:1.e 
without food?) 

College of the Mainland held a celebration Dec. 4 in 
the Student Center during College Hour (12:30-1:20 
p.m.). Approximately 50 students, faculty and staff at
tended. 

Janiece Thomas, president of the Organization of Afri
can American Culture, started the program by welcom-

Students fight to save printed newspaper 
Continued from Page 1 

"The printed version of InterCOM has been instru
mental in the development and success of all the Span
ish programs at COM," Spanish Professor Rafael 
Naranjo said. "As a community college, we cannot ex
pect our hard-working students to buy a computer to 
read the paper online. We owe it to our hard-working 
students to have a paper they can take home, to work 
or other places to read at their leisure. Not having a 
printed version will be a disservice to the college." 

Faculty from other teams agree with Naranjo and rec
ognize the value of a printed newspaper. 

"I think the InterCOM has been a viable part of COM 
for years, and it's given vital information to students 
that they would not get any place else," said music Pro
fessor Sparky Koerner. 

Although students and faculty may value the printed 
newspaper, a school newspaper is not part of the 
college's vision and therefore, is expendable. 

The vision statement, found on Page 8 of the 2003-
2004 catalog, states that COM "will be a valued and 
vital community partner striving to enrich our expand
ing community and prepare our students to live and 
work in a diverse and global environment." 

The second and largest concern of the administra
tion is the program enrollment in classes, specifically 
in journalism. 

At the Student Concerns Forum held Nov. 20 in the 

Student Center, President Dr. Homer "Butch" I-Jayes 
addressed the college's debt and explained the new 
rule that requires 15 students enrolled in each class. 

"Saying that we have to have 15 students in a class 
helps us get there, makes us more efficient and lowers 
our cost," Hayes said. , 

Traditionally, COM has offered one beginning jour
nalism class (COMM 2311, Newsgathering and Writ
ing I) and four pooled advanced journalism courses. 
Four newspaper publication labs are also offered. 
Meeting times for the labs are arranged between in
structor and student. 

InterCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery has been in
formed that a total of 15 students must be enrolled in 
a combination of beginning, advance~ and lap classes 
for the program to continue. 

However, if 30 students enroll in classes and labs, 
Lowery will only have to teach three English classes 
and produce _the newspaper. 

If the enrollment for journalism classes is less than 
30, Lowery will have to teach four English classes 
along with one combined class of beginning, advanced 
and lab students. 

Lowery said the administration feels her salary is 
more cost effective if she teaches more students. 

In reaction to the administration's decision, the In- · 
terCOM staff has scheduled a meeting Dec. 18 with 
Temple~ to discu

0

ss the future of the printed paper. 

· ing everyone to the celebration. 
Leroy August, COM counselor, gave a call to the elders 

to remember the elders from the East, West, North and 
South. 

Before the event began, COM student Ross White, 
asked, "What is Kwanzaa? Is it a Jewish holicfay?" Patricia 
Jack.Silll, dire.c_toJ.Qf CQ~LCareer Se_rvice~, answered his 
question by explaining the seven symbols of Kwanzaa. 
While she discussed each principle, one of seven COM 
students lighted one of the seven candles. 

On each of the seven nights, the family gathers, and a 
child lights a candle on the Kinara (candleholder). Then 
one of the seven principles is discussed. 

The first principle is Unity (Umoja)-(oo-MO-jah), which 
means to strive for and maintain unity in the family, com
munity, nation and race. 

The next principle is Self-determination (kujichagulia)
(koo-gee-cha-goo-LEE-yah), by which people define 
themselves, name themselves, create for themselves and 
speak to themselves. 

Collective work and Responsibility (Ujirna)-(oo-GEE
mah) is the third principle, which means to build and main
tain the community and solve the brothers', sisters' and 
the community's problems together. 

The fourth principle is Cooperative Economics 
(Ujamaa)-(oo-JAH-mah), which instructs the community 
of the need to build and maintain the stores, shops and 
other businesses and to profit from them as a community. 

The fifth principle is Purpose (Nia)-(nee-YAH), which 
means the collective job of building and developing the 
community in order to restore the people to their °tradi
tional greatness. 

The sixth principle, Creativity (Kuumba)-(koo-OOM
bah), means to always do as much as can be done, in order 
to leave the community more beautiful and beneficial then 
how it was inherited. 

The seventh and last princiele is Faith (Imani)-(ee
MAH-nee), which means the people should believe with 
iill their hearts in their own people, parents, teachers, lead
ers, and the righteousness anq victory of the struggle. 

These seven principles are values of African culture 
which contribute to building and reinforcing the black 
community's culture. 

After- the principles were explained, Annette Haynes, 
COM student and singer/songwriter, entertained the audi
ence with "Cultural Expression." The celebration ended 
with all enjoying a feast featuring salad, meatballs, chicken 
hot wings, fruit trays, vegetables and peach cobbler. 
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What's Happening 

COM history professor, Dr. Manuel Urbina (left), and Spanish Professor Rafael Naranjo sample grasshoppers 
Urbina brought from Oaxaca, Mexico, during the Multicultural Lunchfest and International Student Appreciation 
Day held Nov. 18 in the Student Center. The event was sponsored by the SAB. (Photo by Daniel K. Lai) 

Luncheon celebrates different cultures 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Copy Editor 

Students, faculty and staff of several ethnic backgrounds 
were honored at the annual College of the Mainland Stu
dent Activities Board Multicultural Lunchfest and Inter
national Student Appreciation Day. Roughly 45 students. 
attended the luncheon Nov. 18, held in the Student Cen
ter Sun Room during College Hour (12:30-1 :20 p.m.). 

In order to take part in the potluck luncheon, partici
pants had to bring a dish from the country of their ethnicity 
to share with other attendees. 

This year students, faculty and staff had to write the 
name of their ethnic country on a nametag supplied by 
the SAB. Some of the countries represented included: Po
land, Mexico, China, Venezuela, Iran, Columbia, the 
United States, Russia and the Czech Republic. 

The foreign delicacies adorning the buffet table ranged 
from fajitas and tamales from Mexico to hot dogs and 
buffalo wings from the United States and grape leaves 
with stuffing and eggplant dip alongside pork roast from 
the Czech Republic. A wide range of desserts including 
cakes, cookies and pumpkin rolls complemented the meal, 
but nothing stood out more than the two edible grasshop
pers COM history professor, Dr. Manuel Urbina, brought 
from Oaxaca, Mexico, for COM Spanish Professor Rafael 

COMM 2311, Beginning Newsgathering 

& Writing will meet Mondays & 

Wednesdays 12:30 p.m.-3:20 p.m. for the 

spring semester. 

Anyone with any writing aspirations is 

welcome. No experience is necessary. 

Naranjo to eat with him. 
Before enjoying the grasshoppers, Urbina and Naranjo 

took time to explain that the grasshoppers are considered 
a delicacy in Oaxaca and are usually picked from com 
husks and fried with garlic, salt and lemon. Several stu
dents began snapping pictures as if the tw_o professors were 
high-profile celebrities while others watched in awe and 
disgust as they heard the crunch of the grasshoppers' heads 
when the two professors bit into them. 

"It tastes like a bug," Urbina joked amid laughter, as he 
quickly grabbed his soda to wash the insect down. 

After everyone had a chance to eat, Maryann Urick, SAB 
sponsor, encouraged students, faculty and staff to share 
stories of how different their countries are from the United 
States and how grateful they are for the opportunities 
America has to offer them. 

Math professor, Dr. Ali Ravandi, spoke of how beauti
ful Iran is, but how glad he is to be living in America. 
COM student Nathila Giralbo, a foreign exchange student, 
spoke of her native Columbia. 

The luncheon lasted a bit longer than College Hour, and 
students who did not have a class to attend were encour
aged to stay and talk to others about their ethnic back
grounds, countries and customs. 

For more information on SAB activities call Urick at 
( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

. ' 

I I I' ,'I'''. 

Are you a born salesperson? Are you a 

photographer? We need ad salespeople and 

photographers for the spring semester. 

Anyone interested can enroll in COMM 

1129, Newspaper Publication I. Meeting 

times will be arranged to fit your schedule. 

Contact InterCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery at (409) 938-1211 or toll free I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 314, or via e-mail at <alowery@com.edu>. 

People Speak Out , 
By InterCOM Editors and Staff 

This fall the college administration agreed to pay 
for only one issue of the InterCOM. In reaction, 
the InterCOM staff raised money to pay for the 
Octob~r and November issues. The admiqistratjon 
recently informed the InterCOM' staff they may 
~How only one printed js$Ue. nex(§eqlester. 
. Jn .ightdfth1s decisioq, JnterCOMasked; "D9 \ 
you thiµk itis fai(for the admirt:~ration. t9 IUllit 

·: tl:!e n4m1>etqf p.ti.rtted niwspipersJ:; . · · ❖ 

Dave Thomas: · Politics 
of any government can
not foster their personal, 
idiotic interests for long 
without legitimate rea
soning. I long for the day 
when this "administra
tion" is brought down 
from top to bottom. 

Elizabeth Moore: I 
think it's not fair. Stu
dents need to be updated 
on events around the 
campus. I think the stu
dents should be the ones 

-~_"§,'" 

Wailyn Schumann: I 
think that's stupid. I 
don't see what the prob
lem is, and I don't think 
the administration 
should control the s.chool 
newspaper. 

Jasma Spells: Ifyou're 
fund-raising for it, how 
call they say how many 
issues? :rhe community 
should have a say. It 
should be majority 

to make that decision. rules. 

CuUen Blaylack: 
What's the freaking 
point? That just doesn't 

' make any damn sense. 

Olin Pitman: If you 
raise your own funds, 
how could they possibly 
object? That's silly. 
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